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Pronunciation Symbols for the Sounds of English 


Note that sounds in other languages, as shown in 
some of the key words below, provide only rough ap- 
proximations of the sounds of English. English, for ex- 
ample, has a long, diphthongized vowel in a word like 


AMERICAN-ENGLISH 
DICTIONARY 
DIACRITICAL SYSTEM 


(a) 
(a) 

(a) {fol. by (r)] 
(a) 
(e) 
(€) 

(€) [fol. by (r)] 
(i) 
(1) 
(0) 
(0) 
(ô) 
(oi) 
(60) 
(00) 
(ou) 
(u) 

(a) [fol. by (r)] 
(9) 
e) 

(N) [as in Fr. bon 
(bôn); used to show 


that the preceding 
vowel is nasalized] 


(b) 
(ch) 
(d) 
(f) 
(g) 
(h) 
(hw) 
Ü) 
(k) 


(I) 
(m) 
(n) 
(ng) 
(p) 

(r) 
(s) 
(sh) 

(t) 
(th) 
(th) 
(v) 
(w) 

(y) 

(z) 
(zh) 


MODIFIED IPA 


stay, whereas the equivalent sound in most other lan- 
guages would be monophthongal—more “pure.” And 
the (r) of American English is quite unlike the equiva- 
lent sound in almost any other language. 


KEY WORDS 


VOWELS & DIPHTHONGS 


[xe] 
/ey/ 
/£ə/ {fol. by /r/] 
/a/ 
/e/ 
/iy/ 
/10/ {fol. by /r/] 
/1/ 
/ay/ 
/D0/ 
/ow/ 
a 
/9y/ 
/v/ 
/uw/ 
/aw/ 
/a/ 
/3/ (fol. by /r/] 
/2/ 
~~ 
/Ge/, fof, /é/, /a/ 
[A tilde over a 


vowel shows that it 


is nasalized] 


/b/ 
/tf/ 
/d/ 
/f/ 
/a/ 
/h/ 
/hw/ 
/d3/ 
/K/ 


// 
/m/ 
/n/ 
/n/ 
/p/ 
/r/ 
/s/ 
‘Ny 
/t/ 
/9/ 
/òð/ 
/v/ 
/w/ 
/y/ 
/2/ 
T 


Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 


hat 

stay; Fr. cité; Ger. bequem; It. fréccia; Sp. reina 
hair; Fr. frère; Ger. mehr; It. mercante; Sp. ver 
father; Fr. tasse; Ger. Vater; It. pasta; Sp. casa 
bet; Fr. gazelle; Ger. Bett; It. freschezza; Sp. entre 
bee; Fr. difficile; Ger. Wiegen; It. limone; Sp. vid 
hear; Fr. rire; Ger. hier; It. dire; Sp. ir 

sit; Ger. ist 

try; Ger. zeigen; It. operaio; Sp. ay 

hot 

boat; Fr. chapeau; Ger. Mond 

saw; Fr. donner; Ger. doch; It. oglio; Sp. nota 

toy; Ger. Deutch; Sp. hoy 

book 

too; Fr. tout; Ger. tun; /t. inutile; Sp. luna 

cow; Ger. aus; Sp. pausa 

up 

burn; Fr. fleur; Ger. bose 

alone; Fr. demain; Ger. stehen 

fire (fi’r); Fr. bastille 


As in Fr. un bon vin blanc 


CONSONANTS 
Eng. boy; Fr. bête; Ger. backen; It. buio; Sp. boca 
Eng. child; It. cibo; Sp. mucho 
Eng. dad; Fr. danse; Ger. dieser; It. destra; Sp. doy 
Eng. for; Fr. féte; Ger. fahren; It. fretta; Sp. fecha 
Eng. give; Fr. garde; Ger. gut; It. seguito; Sp. gato 
Eng. happy; Ger. heben; /t. hascisc 
Eng. which 


Eng. just; It. giugno 


Eng. 


kick; Fr. capable; Ger. Kirche; It. amichevole; Sp. kilo- 


gramo 


Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 
Eng. 


love; Fr. lait; Ger. lieben; It. lira; Sp. libro 
mother; Fr. manger; Ger. Mann; It. meandro; Sp. limbo 
now; Fr. noble; Ger. nach; /t. nulla; Sp. noche 
sing; Ger. singen; It. vengo 

pot; Fr. parfum; Ger. Post; It. pace; Sp. papa 
read; Fr. rouge; Ger. Rat; /t. ricco; Sp. para 
see; Fr. santé; Ger. essen; It. sérpo; Sp. hasta 
shop; Fr. chercher; Ger. Schlaf; It. scelto 
ten; Fr. tête; Ger. Teil; It. topo; Sp. tomar 
thing; Sp. (in Spain) cerdo 

father; Sp. codo 

victory; Fr. vie; Ger. was; It. voi; Sp. verdad 
witch; Fr. oui; It. guardare 

yes; Fr. yeux; Ger. jung; Sp. yacer 

zipper; Fr. zéro; Ger. Sieg 

pleasure; Fr. jeune 
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adj. adjective N north, northern 
adv. adverb n. noun 

Brit. British nom nominative 

cm centimeter(s) obj object 

conj. conjunction obj. objective 

def. definition part. participle 

defs definitions pl. plural 

E east, eastern poss possessive 

Eng. English pp. past participle 
esp. especially prep. preposition 

Fr. French pres present 

ft. foot, feet pron pronoun 

Ger German pt. preterit (past tense) 
in. inch(es) S south, southern 
interj interjection sing. singular 

It. Italian Sp. Spanish 

km kilometer(s) Syn. Synonym (Study) 
m meter(s) V. verb 

mi. mile(s) W west, western 
mm millimeter(s) yd. yard(s) 
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E a 
Sample Page ea-sel (ē/zəl) /'iyzəl/ n. [count] a stand or frame for 


4 supporting or displaying at an angle an artist's Canvas, a 
main entry blackboard, etc. 
easeiely (@/za lē, Ez/lé) /'iyzəliy, ‘iyzliy/ adv. 1. in an 
Sy manner; without trouble: She easily swam across 
syllable dots the river. 2. without doubt: This drawing is easily the 
best and wins first prize. 3. likely: He miay easily change 
his mind. 


compound word eas’y chair’, n. [count] a usually large, upholstered 


armchair. 
eb-onry (eb/a nē) /'eboniy/ n., pl. -onsies, adj. —n. 1. 
ie 5 ee ee ee strong, dark wood from tropi- 
ica and Asia. 2. [count] any tree providing such 
International (IPA) wood. 3. [norcount] a deep, lustrous black. —adj. 4. 


made of ebony. 5. of a deep, lustrous black. 
e-bul- lient (i bul/yant, i 60lV-) /'balyont, i'bul-/ adj. 1. 
overfl i ment, or liveliness: 
were in an ebullient mood as they tackled the new 
project. 2. bubbling up like a boiling liquid. —e-bul/- 
lience, n. [Noncount] —e-bul/liente-ly, adv. 
echeo (ek/6) /'ekow/ n., pl. echoes, v., echoed, ech-o- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a repetition of sound produced by 
€ reflection of sound waves. 2. a lingering trace or ef- 
ct of something long past: The estate is a mere echo of 
its former . 3. [no obj] (of a place) to give 
out the sound of an echo; resound with an echo: The hall 


eclioed with ch . to repeat or be repeated by or as 
numbered definitions an echo: [no obj): Cheers echoed in the hall. [~ + 
obj): The hall echoes . [~ + obj] to 


repeat, copy, or imitate the words, sentiments, etc., of (a 
person): The candidate echoed his opponent in calling 
for lower taxes. 6. [~ + obj] to repeat, copy, or imitate 
(words, sentiments, etc.): He echoed my call for vigilance. 
noun plural —— economy {i kon/a_mé) /'knnamiyLn.—pl. -mies. 1. 
[nonconnt] thrifty management; wise care in the saving, 
spending, or using of money, materials, etc. 2. [count] 
or means of such care: Watking to work is one of 
my econonues. count] the management of the 
resources of a community, country, etc., esp. with a view 
to its productivity. See -Nom-'. —-Related Words. Econ- 
omy iS a noun, ECONOMICS is a noun, ECONOMICAL is an ad- 
jective, economize is a verb: Tlie economy is improving. 
Economics is a hard subject. They bought an economical 
car. Tlley need to economize on fuel. 
edge (ej) /ed3/ n., ved dg-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
lin yich a surface ends: Grass grew along 
verb inflected forms the edge of the road. 2. a brink; a verge: at the edge of 
disaster. 3. the thin, sharp side of the blade of a cutting 
instrument or weapon. 4. a quality of sharpness or keen- 
ness, often showing anger: Her voice had an edge to it. 
5. an improved position; advantage: an edge on our 


a ` competi {= + obj) to provide with an edge or 
grammatical information . to make or force (one’s way) gradually, esp. by 
about verb moving sideways Of i =o obj): They edged 


slowly toward the door. [~ + obj): She edged the car up 
to the curb. —Idiom. 8. on edge, in a state of irritabil- 
ity; tense; nervous. 9. set one’s teeth on edge, to 
cause extreme discomfort or unpleasantness. 
edg-y (ei/é) led3iy!_a d dg-i-est. nervously 
irri e: edgy before a deadline. 
—edg-i-ly (ej/a i) ledgaliy/ adv. —edg/i-ness, n. [r1on- 
court] 
edei-torrieal (ed/i tôr/ē al, -t6r/-) /edi'toriyal, -'towr-/ n. 
[count] 1. an article in a newspaper, magazine, etc., that 
presents the opinion of the publishers or editors. —adj. 
grammatical information —————‘(efore a noun) 2. of or relating to an editor or editing: 
about adjective au editorial staff, —ed/i-to/ri-al-ly, adv. 
ege' (eg) /eg/ n. [count] 1. the roundish reproductive 
body produced by female birds and most reptiles. 2. 
Also called egg’ cell’. the cell that is produced by the fe- 


usage label yale and that joins with a male cell to form a baby; the 
female gamete; ——3—informal. a person: Hes a 


ee good e€ == gg on one’s face, obvious 
idioms ‘ment caused by one’s own mistake: After that 
dumb rentark he liad egg or 7 SHay an egg, /n- 


formal. to fail badly, esp. while trying to entertain: With 
that last joke He really laid an egg. 

— @gẸ (eq) /eg/ v. [~ + obj + on] to urge or encourage; 
incite: He egged his opponent on to make the tennis 
match niore exciting. 

EKG, an abbreviation of: 1. electrocardiogram. 2. elec- 
trocardiograph. 


pronunciation symbols 


variant pronunciation 


parts of speech 


grammatical information 
about noun 


comparative and superlative 
of adjective 


homograph number 


abbreviation 


easel to eyeglass —— guide words 


e-lec’tor-al college (e Iek/tor al) /e'lektoral/ n. 
(proper noun; olen: the + ~; often: Electoral College} a —__ capitalization 
group of people who are chosen by the voters in each 
state to elect the president and vice-president of the U.S. 
en-rich (en rich’) /en'rit{/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to supply with 
riches or wealth: The development of oil fields enriched 
that country. 2. to supply with a large amount of any- oe example phrases and sentences 
thing desirable: new words that have enriched the lan- 
guage. 3. to add greater value or significance to: Art can 
enrich life. 4. to improve in quality, as by adding desira- 
ble or useful ingredients: to enrich soil. The breakfast ce- 
real is enriched with vitamins. —en-rich’/ment—x2—(non- — puin-on (derived) entry 
count]: programs of educational enrichment for gifted 
students. 
en-thursi-as-tic (en thōō/zē as/tik) /en,Quwziy'astik/ 
adj. greatly interested in or deeply involved: an enthusi- 
astic hockey fan. —en-thu/st-as/ticeal-ly, adv.: She par- 
ticipated enthusiastically in the festivities. —Related——— word family 
Words. ENTHUSIASTIC is an adjective, ENTHUSIASM and EN- 
THUSIAST are nouns: They gave us an enthusiastic wel- 
come. We were welcomed with enthusiasm. There were 
some water-polo enthusiasts in the group. 


ep-au-let or ep-au-lett fa jet’, ep’a let) /‘epa let, 

epa'let/ n. [count] an w ei a variant spelling 
on a uniform. 
-equa- or -equi- -equi- comes from Latin, 

where it has the meaning “equal; the same.” Tm 
ing is found in such words as: EQUABLE, EQUAL, EQUALIZE, 

EQUILIBRIUM, EQUINOX, EQUITY, EQUIVOCAL, INEQUALITY, INEQ- 

UITY. 
e-quienox (€/kwə noks’, ek/wa-) /‘iykwo,nnks, 'ckwo-/ n. 

[count] one of the times when the sun crosses the 

earth’s equator, making night and day of approximately 

equal length all over the earth and occurring about 

March 21 and September 22. See -EQuA-, -Noc----_-—--_ cross reference to English roots 
es-ca-la-tor (es’ka la/ter) /‘eska,leytor/ n. [count] a 

continuously moving stairway on an endless loop for car- 

ying passengers up or down. See illustration at store-——-—— cross reference to illustration 
-eSs, suffix—-ess.i to form a feminine noun: count 

+ -ess ~ countess; god + -ess ~ goddess; 
=~ lioness. |\—Usage. The use of words ending in -ESS 
has declined sharply in the latter half of the 20th century, 
but some are still current: actress (but some women pre- 
fer actor); adventuress; enchantress; governess; heiress 
(largely in journalistic writing); fostess (but women who 
conduct radio and television programs are hosts); seam- 
stress; seductress; tenptress; and waitress. 
e-ter-nal (i tur/nl) /i'tarnl/ adj. 1. having no beginning 
or end; lasting forever: the eternal movement of the 
planets. 2. perpetual; constant: This eternal chatter is 
driving me crazy. 3. enduring; long-lasting: eternal 
principles of truth. —e-ter/nal-ly, adv. |—Syn. ETERNAL, 
ENDLESS, EVERLASTING, PERPETUAL imply lasting or going on 
without ceasing. That which is ETERNAL is, by its nature, 
without beginning or end: God, the eternal Being. That 
which is ENDLESS never stops but goes on continuously as 
if in a circle: an endless succession of years. That which 
iS EVERLASTING will last through all future time: a promise 
of everlasting life. PERPETUAL implies continuous renewal, 
a starting again and again, far into the future: perpetiral 
strife between nations. 
eu-tha-nassia (ydo’the na/zha) /,yuw0a'ney3a/ n. [non- 
count] painless killing of a person, usually when the per- 
son is suffering from an incurable, esp. a painful, disease 
or condition. Also called mercy killing-——_ variant form 
Ý ex- comes from Latin, where it has the 

meaning “out, out of, aw -ti und in such 

words as: EXCLUDE, EXHALE, EXIT, EXPORT, EXTRACT. 2. €x- | 
also used to mean “former; formerly having been“: ex- 

member (= former member). 
explain (ik splan’) /rk'spleyn/ v. 1. to make clear or 

understandable: [~ + obj]: Please explain your plan. (~ 

+ (that) clause): | explained that the mistakes were my 

own. 2. to give the cause or reason of; account for: [~ + 

obj): How do you explain such rude behavior? [no obj): | 

asked her to explain. 3. explain eres ets ae 

obj] to lessen the importance or significance of throug phrasal (two-word) verb 
explanation; justify: She explained away ler rude behav- 

four as a joke.. 
eyeglass (i/glas’) /‘ay,gls/ n. [count] 1. eyeglasses, 

[plural] cass (def. -2-a simge tens worrto-ardvisior,——__ Cross reference to another entry 


monocle. 


s 


English root 


suffix 


usage note 


synonym study 


prefix 


Guide to the Dictionary 


Random House Webster's Dictionary of 
American English is designed for anyone 
who is learning or studying English as a sec- 
ond or foreign language. Its primary focus is 
current American English, but information 
on British English is also provided. It is based 
on the Random House family of dictionaries, 
known and used widely for the clarity of their 
definitions. This dictionary has been spe- 


The Main Entry 


The main entry is printed in large bold- 
face type and extends to the left of the 
rest of the text. Main entries are listed in 
strict alphabetical order, regardless of 
whether they are single words, com- 
pounds, abbreviations, prefixes, or suf- 
fixes. 


Variant forms and variant spellings of the 
main entry are also printed in boldface 
type. Variants are placed to show whether 
they apply to all definitions of an entry or 
only to specific meanings. A variant that 
applies to only one definition will be placed 
after the definition number. Variants are in- 
troduced by the words “or,” “also,” or “Also 
called”. 


Single-word entries have centered dots 
to show where the word can be divided 
into syllables. This is a quide to where to 
add a hyphen at the end of a line. Detailed 
rules for appropriate end-of-line hyphen- 
ation can be found in most English style 
manuals. In multiple-word or hyphenated 
main entries, individual words are not usu- 
ally syllabified if they are also entered at 
their own alphabetical places. 


Pronunciation 


This dictionary provides the pronunciation 
for any main entry that is not a combination 
of two or more other main entries. A pro- 
nunciation key representing the two systems 
of symbols used to represent sounds in this 
book appears on the inside front cover. 


vill 


cially designed to enable students and learn- 
ers of English to unlock some of the more 
difficult features of English meaning, gram- 
mar, spelling, pronunciation, idiom, and 
usage. Studying and using this book is a 
good way to further one’s knowledge of Eng- 
lish, as well as to provide a bridge to more 
advanced reference books used by native 
speakers of English. 


essayist (es/a ist) escyist/ n. [count] a writer of 
essays. 


ESL, an abbreviation of: English as a second lan- 
guage. 


go-fer or go-fer (g0/far) /'gowfər/ n. [count] Slang. 
an employee whose chief duty is running errands. 


goose’ flesh’ or goose/flesh/, n. [noncount] a 
bristling of the hair on the skin, as from cold or fear. 
Also called goose’ pimples, goose’ bumps’. 
(count; plural 


eagle (é€/gal) /iygal/ n. [count] a large, powerful, 
broad-winged bird having a large bill and claws to 
catch its prey. 


exchange’ rate’, n. [count] the ratio at which a 
unit of the currency of one country can be ex- 
changed for that of another country. 


It is important to note the differences be- 
tween these two systems—one a diacritical 
system, much like those that are standard 
in most American monolingual dictionar- 
ies, and the other a version of the well- 
known International Phonetic Alphabet 


(IPA). A primary distinction between the two 
systems rests in their origins. IPA is based 
on the sound-spelling correspondences of 
the European languages that are derived 
from Latin. This is particularly evident in 
the system of vowels. A diacritical system, 
on the other hand, is based on English 
spellings, which is why it is sometimes re- 
ferred to as “orthographically motivated.” In 
other words, it is designed to focus learn- 
ers on English sound-spelling correspon- 
dences, including those that reveal sound 
patterns among related words in English— 
patterns that would be hidden in IPA. For 
example, the stressed vowels in the words 
divine and divinity are both pronuncia- 
tions for the letter j; in the diacritical sys- 
tem, the sounds are written as (i) and (i), 


DIACRITICAL SYSTEM 


The pronunciation appears immediately 
after the entry and is surrounded by paren- 
theses. If more than one pronunciation is 
possible, the more common one is listed 
first. 


In words of two or more syllables, a pri- 
mary stress mark (7) follows the syllable 
having the primary (or greatest) stress. A 
secondary stress mark (7) follows a syllable 
that has secondary stress (or stress that is 
not as strong as primary stress). Syllables 
are separated either by a stress mark ora 
space. 


Parts of Speech 


Part-of-speech labels refer to a word’s 
grammatical category, or how the word 
may function in a sentence. The abbrevia- 


If a main entry has more than one gram- 
matical category, a part-of-speech label ap- 
pears before each group of definitions 
given for that part of speech. 


inflected Forms 


Inflected forms are the changed forms, 
like plurals of nouns or past tenses of 
verbs, that a word may have depending on 
how it is used in a sentence. Inflected 
forms appear in boldface type after a part- 
of-speech label or after a grammar code 


Guide to the Dictionary 


and the learner of English can clearly see 
that both of these sounds are ways of pro- 
nouncing the letter i. These same vowels 
would be rendered in IPA as /ay/ and /1/. 
However, since many learners are al- 
ready familiar with the IPA pronunciation 
system, and can use knowledge of their 
own native languages to fix upon the sound 
each IPA symbol represents, a modified ver- 
sion of this system is also used with each 
pronounced entry. The two systems to- 
gether, each supplementing and support- 
ing the other, can provide a learning aid. As 
one becomes more and more familiar with 
the target language, English, the diacritical 
system will become an increasingly valu- 
able guide to the relationships among Eng- 
lish sounds and their common spellings. 


IPA 


The pronunciation, enclosed in slash 
marks, immediately follows the standard 
dictionary pronunciation. The symbols 
shown reflect the same pronunciations, in 
the same order, as those shown in paren- 
theses. 


In words of two or more syllables, a pri- 
mary stress mark /'/ precedes the syllable 
having the primary (or greatest) stress. A 
secondary stress mark /,/ precedes a syl- 
lable that has secondary stress (or stress 
that is not as strong as primary stress). No 
spaces separate syllables. 


tions used for parts of speech are ex- 
plained in the chart on page xxviii. 


auethor (6/ther) /o8or/ n. [count] 1. someone who 

creates a book, article, etc.; writer. 2. the maker of 
anything; creator: the author of the new tax plan. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to be the author of: to author a 
novel. 


that applies to the entire entry. This dictio- 
nary shows inflected forms for all nouns 
and verbs that have irregular forms. Also, 
the dictionary shows inflected forms for 
regular nouns and verbs whenever there 
might be confusion about spelling. 


Guide to the Dictionary 


For nouns, the inflected plural forms are 
indicated by the abbreviation pl. before 
them. 


For verbs, inflected forms are listed in 
the following order: the past-tense form, 
the -ed/-en form or past participle (if it is 
different from the past tense), and the -ing 
form or present participle. 


For adjectives and adverbs, inflected 
forms are shown for those that form the 
comparative and superlative with an inter- 
nal change in form or by adding -er and 
-est. 


Grammatical Information 


This dictionary can tell the learner a 
great deal about the grammatical behavior 
of a word. Grammatical information is con- 
tained within “grammar codes” that have 
brackets [ ] around them. In general, a 
swung dash (~) within a bracketed gram- 
mar code stands for the main entry. For id- 
ioms, the swung dash usually stands for 


de-i-ty (dé/i tē) /‘diyitiy/ n., pi -ties. [count] a god 
or goddess. 


for-give (far giv’) /for'giv/ v., -gave (-gav/) /-'geyv/ 
-giv-en, -giv-ing. to grant pardon for (an offense); 
absolve: [~ + obj]: He has forgiven our sins. [no 
obj}: Forgive and go forward. 


halve (hav) /hev/ v. [~ + obj], halved, halv-ing. to 
divide into two equal parts; share equally. 


hap-py (hap/é) /‘hapiy/ adj., -piver, -pisest. de- 
lighted; pleased; glad. 


good (gòód) /gud/ adj., bet-ter (betər) /‘betor/ best 
(best) /best/. satisfactory or excellent in quality, 
quantity, or degree: She was a good teacher. 


the entire idiom. Grammar codes are 
placed to show whether they apply to all 
definitions of an entry or only to specific 
meanings. If the grammar code applies to 
only one definition, it is placed after the de- 
finition number. If it applies to the entire 
entry or part of speech, it is placed after the 
part-of-speech label. 


EXAMPLE 


NOUN GRAMMAR CODES 


GRAMMAR EXPLANATION 
CODE 
[count] This is a count noun; it can be 


counted and has a plural. It 
can be used with the word a or 
an before it. 


This noun does not have a 
plural. It can be used with the 
word much or the phrase a lot 
of, but cannot be used with 
the word a or an. Mass nouns 
or abstract nouns belong in 
this group. 


[noncount] 


[count]... 
[noncount] 


Some English nouns are 

both countable and uncount- 
able, depending on their use. 
one definition covers both 
count and noncount senses, 
the count grammar code ap- 
pears before the count exam- 
ple, and the noncount 
grammar code appears before 
the noncount example. 


f 


wast 


[plural] 


This noun is only used in the 
plural with a plural verb. 
[singular] This noun is only used in the 
singular with a singular verb. It 
can be used with a or an be- 
fore it. 


as-signement (ə sin’/mant) /a'saynmont/ n. [count] 
1. something assigned: the hornework assignments. 
2. a position to which one is appointed: an assign- 
ment as ambassador to France. 


laugh-ter (laf/tar) /'læftər/ n. (noncount} the action 
or sound of laughing: much laughter in the class- 
room. 


en-mi-ty (en/mi tē) /‘enmitiy/ n., pl. -ties. a feeling 
of bitter hostility or hatred; ill will: (”oncount]: De- 
spite the truce, enmity remains between the two 
countries. {count}: tribal enmities that go back hun- 
dreds of years. 


en-trails (en/tralz, -tralz) /‘entreylz, -tralz/ n. [płu- 
raf] the inner organs of a body, esp. the intestines: 
The entrails of the chicken are rernoved before cook- 


ing. 


free’ hand’, n. (count; singular) unrestricted free- 
dom or authority: They gave the director a free hand 
to cut the budget wherever she wanted. 
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[the + ~] 


[- + obj] 


[~+ obj 
+ obj] 


[no obj] 


[~ + prep. 
+ obj] 


[~+ to + 
verb] 


[~+ obj + 
to + verb] 


[~+ 
clause] 


[~ + obj + 
prep.] OR 
[~ + prep. 
+ obj] 


This noun is used with the 
word the before it. When ad- 
jectives are used as nouns 
they generally take the before 
them. 


lime-light (limlit”) “laym,layt/ n. [noncount; the + 
~] a position at the center of public attention: always 
trying to steal the limetight. 


lat-est (la/tist) /'leytist/ n. [noncount; the + ~] the 
most recent news, development, etc.: Here's the lat- 
est from our news bureau. 


VERB GRAMMAR CODES 


This is a transitive verb. It is 
followed by an object, usually 
a noun or pronoun. The exam- 
ple sentence or phrase will 
sometimes have a passive con- 
struction, in which the subject 
receives the action expressed 
by the verb. 


This verb is followed by an 
indirect object and then a di- 
rect object. 


This is an intransitive verb. It is 
not followed by an object. 


This verb is followed by a 
prepositional phrase consisting 
of a preposition and its object. 
The grammar code will specify 
the correct or appropriate 
preposition. If there are paren- 
theses around the preposition 
and its object, the preposi- 
tional phrase may be left 

out. 


This verb is followed by the 
word to and then by another 
verb in its infinitive form. 


This verb is followed bya 
noun or pronoun, then by the 
word to, and then by another 
verb. The last verb is in its in- 
finitive form. 


This verb is followed by a 
clause. In clauses beginning 
with the word that, this word 
can be left out if it is shown 
in parentheses. 


For some phrasal verbs 

that take an object, the 
object can either follow the 
verb or follow the preposition 
or adverb. For other phrasal 
verbs, the object must follow 
the preposition or adverb. 

A pronoun object must 
follow the verb. The gram- 
mar code will specify the cor- 
rect or appropriate 
preposition. 


earn (urn) /3rn/ v. [~ + obj) to receive in return for 
one’s labor or service: fo earn a living as a waiter. 


en-cum-ber (en kum/ber) /en'kamboar/ v. [~ + obj) 
to weigh down; burden: The hiker was encumbered 
by a heavy backpack. 


buy (bi) /bay/ v., bought (bdt) /bot/ buy-ing. to get 

possession of (something), esp. by paying money; 
purchase: [~ + obj]: She bought a new computer. 
[~ + obj + obj}: She bought him a new computer. 


e-vap-o-rate (i vap’e rat’) /i'vepo,reyt/ v., -rat-ed, 
-rat-ing. [no obj] to disappear; vanish: His hopes 
evaporated. 


em-bark (em bark’) /em'bark/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + 
on + obj)] to board a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle: 
The passengers embarked on the ship at noon. 2. 
[~ + on + obj) to start or participate in an enter- 
prise: to embark on a business venture. 


choose (chooz) /tfuwz/ v., chose (ch6z) /tfowz/ 
cho-sen (ch0/zan) /'tfowzon/ choos-ing. [~ + to + 
verb] to prefer or decide (to do something): to 
choose to speak. 


in-struct (in strukt’) /in'strakt/ v. [~ + obj + to + 
verb] to give (someone) orders or directions; direct; 
order; command: She instructed us to leave one by 
one. 


con-ceive (kən sév’) /kon'siyv/ v., -ceived, -ceiv- 
ing. [~ + that clause] to hold as an opinion; think; 
believe: / can't conceive that it would be of any use. 


look (ld0k) /luk/ v. 1. [no obj] to turn one’s eyes to- 
ward something or in some direction in order to see: 
I'm looking at this book. 2. look after, [~ + after + 
obj) to take care of: a babysitter to look after the 
kids. 3. look over, to examine, esp. briefly: [~ + 
over + obj): | looked over your term paper. [~ + 
obj + over): I looked it over. 
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ab-hor (ab hdr’) /eb'hor/ v. {not: be + ~ing; ~ + 
obj}, -horred, -hor-ring. to hate very much; detest: 
Gandhi abhorred violence all his life. 


hate (hat) /heyt/ v., hat-ed, hat-ing. [~ + verb-ing] 
to be unwilling; dislike: / hate getting up early. 


ADJECTIVE GRAMMAR CODES 


[not: be + This verb is not used in the 

~-ing] progressive tense; that is, it 
cannot appear in the -ing 
form following a form of the 
verb be. 

[~ + verb- This verb is followed by an- 

ing] other verb in the -ing form. 

[before a This adjective (or noun used 

noun] like an adjective) must come 
before the noun it refers to; it 
cannot appear after a form of 
the verb be. 

[be + ~] This adjective must follow a 
form of the verb be and can- 
not appear before the noun it 
refers to. 

Definitions 


A single sequence of numbered defin- 
itions includes all parts of speech, 
phrasal verbs, and idioms. Usually, the 


Definitions that serve as cross references 
to another part of the alphabet, where 
the entry with the full definition is shown, 
are displayed in small capital letters. 


When transitive and intransitive mean- 
ings of a word are similar, often one defi- 
nition will cover both uses. The grammar 
codes and examples will clarify the differ- 
ences. 


Examples 


Example sentences or phrases inform 
the reader about the meaning of the word, 
how the word behaves grammatically in a 


Examples clarify the grammar codes and 
definitions. However, they are most use- 
ful in showing which kinds of words regu- 
larly combine with the word being 
defined. 


Phrasal Verbs 


Phrasal verbs (sometimes known as two- 
word verbs) combine a verb and one or 
more prepositions or adverbs. Phrasal 


e-mol-lient (i mol/yent) /i'!mplyont/ adj. [before a 
noun] having the power to soften or soothe: an 
emollient lotion for the skin. 


imeista-tion (im/i tā/shən) /imi'teyfan/ adj. [before 
a noun) designed to imitate a genuine or superior 
article or thing: imitation leather. 


liable (lə bal) /‘layabal/ adj. [be + ~] 1. legally 

responsible: You are liable for the damage. 2. ex- 
posed or subject to something generally negative: /f 
you jump, you're liable to hurt yourself. 


most common or frequently occurring 
meanings appear first among the defini- 
tions. 


mer/’cy killing, n. EUTHANASIA. 


es-thet-ics (es thet/iks) /es'@etiks/ m. AESTHETICS. 


e-lon-gate (i long/gat, i long’-) /1'longeyt, i'lop- / v., 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to (cause to) lengthen or extend: 
[~ + obj}: Intense heat elongated the metal bar. {no 
obj}: The metal bar elongated under the intense 
heat. 


sentence, and the attitudes that speakers 
have toward the word. 


fruit (froot) /fruwt/ n., pl. fruits, (esp. when thought 
of as a group) fruit. the part of a plant that is devel- 
oped from a flower, esp. when used as food: [non- 
count]: Fruit provides vitamins. [count]: Apples and 
oranges are fruits. 

el-i-gi-ble (eVi ja bal) /‘eld3zabal/ adj. being a 
proper or worthy choice; suitable: an eligible mate. 


verbs are listed in boldface type in a single 
alphabetical group after all other verb def- 
initions. 
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The bracketed grammar code following a 
phrasal verb or its definition will show 
whether it is transitive or intransitive. A 
swung dash (~) in the grammar code 
stands for the main entry. 


Idioms 


Idioms are expressions whose meanings 
cannot be predicted from the usual mean- 
ings of their component words. Idioms are 


A swung dash (~) in the bracketed gram- 
mar code following an idiom usually 
stands for the entire idiom. 


Kun-on Words 


Run-on words (sometimes called deriva- 
tives) are words that are closely related to 
the main entry. They are created or formed 
from the main entry without great differ- 
ences in meaning or spelling. Run-on words 
are typically formed by adding a suffix. The 


Run-on words appear in boldface type at 
the end of an entry, following the last def- 
inition but before usage or other supple- 
mentary notes. 


English Roots 


This dictionary includes as main entries 
several hundred common English roots, 
primarily from Latin and Greek, that form 
the base of many words in English. These 
roots have a boldface dash (-) before and 


Each root entry lists several English 
words that are built from the root. The 
dictionary entries for these words will 
have cross references to the root entry. 


Word Families 


Word families are related words formed 
from the same root but having meanings 


Word families are discussed in notes at 
the end of selected entries in the dictio- 
nary. These notes are preceded by the 
label —Related Words. Words discussed 
in these notes may be separate main en- 
tries or run-on words. 
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break (brak) /breyk/ v., broke (brok) /browk/ bro. 
ken (brō/kən) /'browkan/ break-ing. 1. to smash, 
split, or divide into parts violently: [~ + obj): He 
took the vase and broke it open. [no obj): The vase 
broke. 2. break down, a. [110 obj] to stop working; 
fail: The car broke down on the highway. b. to cause 
to collapse or stop working: [~ + down + obj): to 
break down resistance. [~ + obj + down): to break 
it down. 


listed alphabetically in boldface type as the 
final numbered definitions in an entry. They 
are preceded by the label —Idiom. 


end (end) /end/ n. [count] 1. the last part; extremity: 
the two ends of a rope; the west end of town. 
—Idiom. 2. put an end to, [~ + obj] to terminate; 
finish: Lets put an end to this constant arguing. 


meaning of a run-on word can be under- 
stood by combining the senses of its root 
word and suffix, taking into account the 
part of speech. The suffix will be listed in 
the dictionary as a main entry, where its 
meaning will be explained. 


en-light-en (en lit/n) /en'laytn/ v. [~ + obj] to give 
intellectual understanding or knowledge to; instruct: 
to enlighten students. —enclight’en-ment, n. [non- 
count) 

-ment, suffix. -ment is attached to verbs to form 
nouns that refer to a state or condition resulting 
from the action of a verb: enlighten + -ment 7 en- 
fightenment. 


after them so the reader understands that 
they are not words, just parts of words. A 
knowledge about the meaning of roots may 
help the learner to understand the mean- 
ing of an otherwise unfamiliar word. 


-fac-, root. -fac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “do; make.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BENEFACTOR, DE FACTO, FACSIMILE, FACT, FAC- 
TION, FACULTY, MANUFACTURE. See -FEC-, -FIC-. 

fac-tion (fak/shan) /fækfən/ n. [count] a group 
within a larger group: several factions of the Liberal 
Party. See -FAC-. 


that might be confused. They have differ- 
ent parts of speech. 


en-thu-si-as-tic (en thoo/zé as/tik) 
/en, Buwziy'æstik/ adj. greatly interested in or deeply 
involved: an enthusiastic hockey fan. —en-thu/si> 
as/tic-al-ly, adv. —Related Words. ENTHUSIASTIC is 
an adjective, ENTHUSIASM and ENTHUSIAST are nouns: 
They gave us an enthusiastic welcome. We were wel- 
comed with enthusiasm. There were some water- 
polo enthusiasts in the group. 


British and American Pronunciations 
and the International Phonetic 


Alphabet 


English, like other languages, exists ina 
variety of forms called dialects. Dialects 
differ in vocabulary, grammar, and pro- 
nunciation. They usually indicate a speak- 
ers geographic origins and—because 
individuals can, to some extent, change 
the way they speak—dialects can also in- 
dicate one’s level of education. 

Despite the ocean that separates Eng- 
land from America, the standard British 
and American dialects—the two dialects 
reflected in most dictionaries—have re- 
mained surprisingly similar since British 
settlers first brought their language to 
America nearly 400 years ago. There are 
differences in vocabulary (for example, the 
British say lift when Americans say eleva- 
tor), but the major feature distinguishing 
British English from American English is 
the difference in the way they sound. 

However, the differences in pronuncia- 


1. Differences in Pronunciation 


There are many dialects of English in 
both Great Britain and the United States. In 
dictionaries intended for general use, dic- 
tionary makers do not try to show how 
words are pronounced in all these dialects. 
Instead, British dictionaries show the usual 
pronunciations of England’s educated 
upper class (referred to as Received Pro- 
nunciation, or RP). American dictionaries 
reflect the pronunciations used by most 
national radio and television broadcasters 
(a dialect often referred to as Broadcast 
Network Standard, or BNS). 

Certain categories of sounds are con- 
sistently different in these two dialects. 
Most noticeable is the r. In British RP, the 
r is silent after a vowel, except when fol- 
lowed immediately by another vowel in the 
same word or the next word. Although 
some dialects of American English simi- 
larly omit the sound of r after a vowel, in 


tion are not as great as British and Ameri- 
can learning materials seem to suggest. 
British and American pronunciations ap- 
pear to be more unlike than they actually 
are because some of the International Pho- 
netic Alphabet (IPA) symbols customarily 
used by British linguists and educators dif- 
fer from those used for the same purpose 
by their American counterparts. Neverthe- 
less, many of these symbols—British and 
American—represent substantially the 
same sounds. 

Below we describe (1.) some of the real 
differences between British and American 
pronunciation. We then show (2.) how 
some IPA symbols traditionally differ in 
British and American dictionaries. The ac- 
companying chart reveals that many words 
in the two countries are actually said in 
much the same way, in spite of the differ- 
ing symbol systems. 


American BNS the r is normally pro- 
nounced in all positions. Thus bird, star, 
and port are shown as /b3:d/, /sta:/, and 
/po:t/ in British materials, but as /bsard/, 
/star/, and /port/ in American materials 
that use IPA. 

Another letter pronounced differently is 
a. British speakers tend to use a “broad a” 
/a/ in a group of words that includes half, 
dance, plant, and rather. Most Americans 
use a “flat a” /z/ in these words. 

Yet another general difference is the ten- 
dency of Americans to pronounce the 
“long u” sound of such words as tune, due, 
and new without the initial y sound (rep- 
resented in British IPA by /j/) usually heard 
in British pronunciation. 

In addition to general differences like 
these, there are individual words that have 
come to be pronounced differently in 
Britain and America. For example, the ini- 
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tial sch- of schedule is pronounced /sk/ in 
America but /f/ in Britain (although school 
is pronounced the same—with an initial 


ate (past tense Br./et/ 
of eat) 
charade 


Am. /eyt/ 


Br./fa'ra:d/ 
Br./Kla:k/ 
Br./‘le3a/ 


Am./fa'reyd/ 
Am./kKisrk/ 
Am./liy3ar/ 


clerk 
leisure 


British and American Pronunciations 


/sk/—in both countries). Some other words 
that sound strikingly different in Britain and 
America are: 


laboratory 


Br. /la'boratri/ 
Br. /lef'tenant/ 
Br./'misail/ 


Am./‘laebra,toriy/ 


lieutenant Am. /luw'tenant/ 


missile Am./'misoal/ 


privacy Br./'privasi/ Am./'‘prayvasiy/ 


2. Differences in Use of Symbols from the 


International Phonetic Alphabet 


In any dialect, no two people pronounce 
words in exactly the same way. IPA symbols 
can therefore only approximate the sounds 
that an individual speaker might make in 
pronouncing a word. Linguists who study 
phonetics—the sounds of languages— 
sometimes reach different conclusions 
about what symbol (or combination of 
symbols) best represents the usual sound 
of a particular word in a particular dialect. 
Thus even among scholars in the same 
country, different representations are used 
for the same sound. This is true, in both 
England and the United States, especially 
for vowel sounds, which are difficult to de- 
scribe precisely. 

In the United States, more traditional 
sets of IPA symbols have been joined by a 


American 
IPA 


/j/ or ly! 
/f/ or /S/ 
/tf/ or /č/ 
/d3/ or /dz/ 


The initial British 
sound in IPA 
yes /j/ 
sheep /§/ 
cheap /t§/ 


Jeep /d3/ 


American 
IPA 


/a/ or /a/ 

/\/ or /i/ or /iy/ 
see fii /i/ or fiy/ 
/e/or /e/  /e/ or lef 

/9:/ /3/ 

/u:/ /u/ or /uw/ 
/3:/ /3/ 


British 
IPA 

/a:/ 

/1/ or /i/ 


The indicated 
vowel sound in 


father 


city 


set 


number of additional variations. The Amer- 
ican scholars and educators who prefer 
these symbols reason that they better rep- 
resent extremely subtle differences in 
sound. They have found them especially 
useful in helping students to understand 
how English vowels differ from those in 
other languages. The following chart shows 
some common IPA symbols used in dic- 
tionaries and other English-language learn- 
ing materials. 

While some of the symbol choices differ 
in British and American materials, they rep- 
resent sounds that are the same or very 
similar in standard British and American 
dialects. The symbols in bold print are 
the ones used in this dictionary. 


American 
IPA 


/ei/ or /e/ or 
/ei/ or /ey/ 

/ai/ or /ai/ or 
/ay/ 

/av/ or /au/ or 
/aw/ 

/a1/ or /oi/ or 
foy/ 

/0/ /a/ or /o/ 

/ev/ or /eu/ or /ou/ or /o/ or 
/av/ or /au/ /ou/ or fow/ 


British 
IPA 
/et/ or /ei/ 


The indicated 
vowel sound in 


take 
time /ai/ or /ai/ 
town /au/ or /au/ 


toy /o1/ or /3i/ 


top 
toe! 


1. Unlike the other sounds in this list, the “long o” sound in words like toe and boat is noticeably dif- 
ferent in RP from BNS, as indicated by the initial /a/ or /e/ symbol and the absence of the /o/ symbol from 
all of the representations for that sound in British IPA. This entry is included in the chart, however, for the 
convenience of the reader in comparing the British and American materials. 


Como utilizar este diccionario para 
aprender el inglés norteamericano 


Este diccionario le ayudara a apren- 
der el inglés norteamericano de varias for- 
mas. Primero, el diccionario mismo y las 
actividades sugeridas aqui le asistiran a 
mejorar su vocabulario y aprender nuevos 
vocablos, ademas de descubrir nuevas 
definiciones para muchas de las palabras 
que ya conoce. Segundo, al utilizar el dic- 
cionario ira perfeccionando su compren- 
sion lectora. Y porque incluye prefijos, 
sufijos y radicales, podra usarlo para en- 
sanchar su vocabulario y hacer conjeturas 
educadas cuando se encuentre con pa- 
labras desconocidas. Tercero, puesto que 
este libro contiene claves gramaticales, lis- 
tas de verbos y sustantivos irregulares, cal- 
ificativos de uso y estilo y familias de 
vocablos, podrá evitar algunos de los er- 


rores más comunes cometidos por estudi- 
antes del inglés. Cuarto, este diccionario le 
ayudará a usar el idioma con más fluidez a 
medida que va practicando el uso correcto 
de modismos y frases verbales, dos com- 
ponentes muy importantes en el apren- 
dizaje del inglés. Quinto, este libro le 
ayudará a familiarizarse con la pronun- 
ciación del inglés norteamericano y con la 
relación de ésta con la ortografia. Contiene 
dos sistemas de pronounciación: uno 
basado en el alfabeto fonético interna- 
cional y el otro en el método utilizado por 
los diccionarios preparados para hablantes 
nativos del inglés. Todas estas habilidades 
que irá desarrollando al usar este dic- 
cionario le ayudarán a mejor leer, escribir 
y hablar el inglés norteamericano. 


Cómo mejorar su vocabulario y aprender palabras nuevas 


Puesto que este diccionario fue preparado 
para el estudiante, no contiene demasiados 
términos técnicos y científicos, los cuales 
podrían resultarle poco familiares al usuario. 
Pero sí existen muchos vocablos de uso 
común que un estudiante del inglés puede 
no conocer, y este libro le ayudará a apren- 
derlos. Por ejemplo, aunque palabras como 
coxcomb, voluntarism y wreak son dificiles, 
no son términos técnicos ni científicos, y las 
podrá encontrar en este diccionario. Cuando 
se encuentre con palabras dificiles como 
éstas, le sugerimos que las apunte en una li- 
breta o en tarjetas. 

También debe tener en cuenta que los 
significados de algunas palabras se ex- 
tienden mas allá del significado más 
básico, y algunos de estos significados 
ahora forman parte integrante del inglés 
norteamericano de hoy. Por ejemplo, los 
significados más simples de la palabra 
woolly son “of or resembling wool” y “cov- 
ered with wool”; pero woolly también 
posée un significado figurado muy 
comun: “unclear; disorganized”. Cuanta 
mas atención le preste a todas las defini- 
ciones de cada palabra que estudia mas 
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podra perfeccionar su vocabulario y su 
conocimiento del inglés norteamericano. 
Otra manera de mejorar su vocabulario 
es el ir aprendiendo los nuevos significados 
que han ido adquiriendo ciertas palabras 
“viejas”. Este diccionario contiene defini- 
ciones adicionales que incluyen estos sig- 
nificados nuevos para muchas palabras. 
Por ejemplo, a la palabra input durante un 
tiempo se la consideraba un sustantivo que 
significaba “something that is put in” y 
“contribution of information or ideas”. Pero 
este vocablo ha adquirido un nuevo sig- 
nificado en el inglés norteamericano: “in- 
formation or data to be stored in a 
computer’; y mas recientemente se viene 
utilizando como un verbo que significa “to 
put data into a computer for storage”. En 
este diccionario encontrara significados 
nuevos para muchos términos, puesto que 
el inglés crece constantemente. Asi que 
asegúrese de leer todas las definiciones de 
cada palabra que busque; le sorprendera 
cuantos significados diferentes tiene. 
También podra ensanchar su vocabu- 
lario al ir obServando que muchas de las 
definiciones contienen los sinónimos de 
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Cémo utilizar este diccionario 


las palabras. Por ejemplo, la definicion 
de la palabra popular termina con un 
punto y coma, y a éste le siguen dos 
sinónimos: “looked on or thought of with 
approval or affection by people in gen- 
eral; well-liked; admired”. Una de las 


definiciones de la palabra maneuver tam- 
bién contiene sinónimos: “a clever move- 
ment, action, or trick; crafty tactic; a 
ploy”. El estudio de los grupos de sinóni- 
mos le ayudará mucho a perfeccionar su 
vocabulario. ` 


Cómo mejorar su comprensión lectora por medio de conjeturas 
educadas acerca de los significados de palabras desconocidas 


Porque este diccionario incluye prefijos, 
sufijos y raices, podrá utilizarlo para au- 
mentar su vocabulario y conjeturar in- 
teligentemente sobre el significado de 
vocablos que no conoce. El catálogo de 
palabras regulares incluye muchas raices 
comunes de palabras inglesas. Un ejemplo 
es la raíz -port-, cuyo significado básico es 
“carry”. Podrá descubrir los significados de 
muchas palabras cuya construcción se 
basa en -port- examinando sus prefijos y 
sufijos y teniendo en cuenta que cada vo- 
cablo basado en esta raíz está de alguna 
forma asociado con el significado “carry”: 
deport (de- + -port-), export (ex- + -port-), 


importance (im- + -port- + -ance), passport 
(pass + -port-), porter (-port- + -er), report 
(re- + -port-), support (sup- + -port-) y trans- 
port (trans- + -port-). Asimismo, si sabe que 
la raiz -jud- significa “judge; law”, podrá de- 
scubrir el significado de palabras como ad- 
judicate, injudicious y prejudice. Le 
sugerimos que cuando se encuentre con 
una raiz, o una referencia a alguna raíz, 
apunte el significado de ésta, asi como el 
significado de las palabras construidas con 
ella, e intente descubrir cómo la combi- 
nación de raices, prefijos y sufijos le 
pueden ayudar a averiguar el significado 
de las palabras. 


Cómo evitar los errores más comunes cometidos por el estudiante 


de inglés 


Podrá eludir algunos de los errores más 
comunes cometidos por el estudiante de 
inglés si utiliza este diccionario concien- 
zudamente. Una forma de hacer esto es 
prestarle atención a las notas tituladas Re- 
lated Words que aparecen al final de mu- 
chos de los artículos. Estas notas le darán 
una idea de cómo palabras relacionadas 
se utilizan de distintas maneras, de 
acuerdo con la parte de la oración que rep- 
resenten (sustantivo, adjetivo, adverbio, 
etc.). Por ejemplo, el artículo angry con- 
tiene una nota que le explica que angry es 
un adjetivo, mientras que la palabra rela- 
cionada anger es un sustantivo, y angrily es 
un adverbio. La nota le proporciona ejem- 
plos dei uso de cada uno de estos vocab- 
los: “They were very angry with you. He 
keeps his anger locked up inside. He 
stalked angrily out of the room”. Otra pa- 
labra que suele confundir al estudiante es 
annoy. La nota que contiene el diccionario 
es la siguiente: 


annoy is a verb, ANNOYING is an adjective, 
ANNOYANCE iS a noun: That music annoys 
me. It is annoying music. Another annoy- 
ance was when the rain was late. 


Otra forma de evitar cometer los errores 
mas comunes es estudiar las notas titu- 
ladas Usage que aparecen al final de mu- 
chos articulos. Por ejemplo, en el articulo 
travel hay una nota que explica la diferen- 
cia entre la palabra travel y su palabra rela- 
cionada, trip: Compare TRIP and TRAVEL. 
For a particular amount of traveling, the 
noun trip is usually used: “] hope you had 
a pleasant trip. The trip took ten hours.” 
The word travel is more often used as a 
noncount noun to refer to the general idea 
of traveling: “She is interested in travel and 
tourism.” When travels is used, it refers to 
a journey or trip that has many stops or in- 
volves many places: “In all my travels I’ve 
never met so many helpful people.” 

También aprendera mucho consultando 
las listas que Se encuentran en la parte pos- 
terior del diccionario. Una de las listas, Ir- 
regular Verbs, contiene verbos irrequlares 
(come-came-come, make-made-made, 
grow-grew-grown, y muchos mas), el uso de 
los cuales suele ser problematico no solo 
para el estudiante de inglés, sino también 
para el hablante nativo. Nouns with Irregu- 
lar or Alternate Plurals (algunos de los 
cuales llevan la palabra the) es otro catalogo 
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incluido en este libro. El uso de estos catal- 
ogos le ayudara a corregir sus propios er- 
rores. 

Este diccionario también incluye cddi- 
gos gramaticales en casi todos los articu- 
los. Por ejemplo, el cédigo gramatical de 
uno de los significados de la palabra re- 
verse es {the + ~). Esto indica al estudiante 
que la palabra the debe preceder a la pal- 
abra reverse: reverse, .. {noncount; the + ~} 
the opposite or contrary of something: His 
answer was the reverse of what we ex- 
pected. Los códigos gramaticales también 
explican qué preposiciones se usan con 
qué verbos. De esta forma, el código {~ + 
to/toward + obj} que aparece después del 
verbo gravitate significa que este verbo a 


Modismos y frases verbales 


Este diccionario también incluye mu- 
chos modismos y frases verbales, cada uno 
de los cuales debe ser aprendido entero, 
puesto que sus partes independientemente 
no suelen tener el mismo significado que 
el modismo completo. Busque la palabra 
raiz en cualquier articulo y encontrara el 
modismo o la frase verbal en negrita. Este 
diccionario no solo le ofrece el significado 
del modismo o frase verbal, sino que tam- 
bién suele presentar importante informa- 
ción gramatical, asi como ejemplos del uso 
de cada modismo o frase verbal. 

Crack up es un ejemplo de una de las 
muchas frases verbales que este dic- 
cionario le ayudara a dominar. Busque la 
palabra crack; al terminar todos los signifi- 
cados de este verbo, hallara la frase crack 
up en negrita. El significado de esta frase es 
“to (cause to) laugh hard without being able 
to stop”. Además encontrará informacion 
gramatical y ejemplos del uso de la frase 
para que pueda aprender a utilizarla cor- 
rectamente. Los ejemplos para crack up 
son: “{no obj}: He cracked up at the sight of 


xviii 


veces es seguido por la preposición to o 
toward. 

Ciertos de los calificativos utilizados en 
este diccionario le asistirán a escoger la 
palabra más apropiada para cada 
situación. Calificativos de posición o estilo 
como “Informal” o “Disparaging” le harán 
más consciente de las diferencias que ex- 
isten entre vocablos con significados simi- 
lares. Por ejemplo, le podría ser muy útil 
saber que el vocablo police officer , el cual 
denota respeto, se utiliza en ciertas situa- 
ciones, mientras que su sinónimo, cop, se 
usa en contextos más informales. Así pues, 
si pone atención a toda la información pre- 
sentada en los artículos, podrá evitar er- 
rores embarazosos. 


her in those frumpy pajamas. {~ + up + obj): 
That joke cracked up the audience. {~ + obj 
+ up}: That joke cracked him up.” 

El procedimiento es igual para estudiar 
la frase idiomática off the cuff, la cual se 
encuentra en negrita bajo el artículo cuff. 
Off the cuff es seguido por el calificativo 
“Informal”, al cual le sigue el significado 
“without preparing; extemporaneously; on 
the spur of the moment”. En este caso tam- 
bién hallara un ejemplo del uso de este 
modismo en forma de oración: “The 
speaker made a few remarks off the cuff 
and then began his prepared speech.” 

Podra aumentar significativamente su 
conocimiento de modismos y frases ver- 
bales si considera cuidadosamente la pal- 
abra raiz, estudia el articulo que le 
corresponde en Su totalidad hasta hallar el 
modismo o la frase, lee el significado de 
éste (considerando la informacion gra- 
matical) y, por supuesto, examina de- 
tenidamente los ejemplos del uso del 
modismo o de la frase hasta llegar a tener 
una buena idea de cómo utiliarlo. 


La pronunciación del inglés norteamericano y su relación con la 


ortografía 


Este diccionario le ofrece dos métodos 
de pronunciación para cada vocablo. La 
primera pronunciación en cada artículo 
esta basada en el sistema utilizado por la 
familia de diccionarios de Random House, 
el cual fue diseñado para hablantes na- 
tivos del inglés. Este sistema refleja las 
conexiones entre el sonido y la ortografia, 


y fue preparado para hablantes nativos 
que ya han aprendido el sistema de or- 
tografia y de sonido del inglés norteamer- 
icano. Pero somos conscientes de que en 
muchos paises los estudiantes del inglés 
como idioma extranjero tienen más famil- 
iarización con el alfabeto fonético inter- 
nacional (AFI). Además, el sistema de 
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escritura (romanizado) de muchos idiomas 
corresponde, o es muy similar, al sistema 
del AFI. Estos estudiantes no nativos po- 
dran sacar provecho a este libro porque 
también contiene una segunda pronun- 
ciación para cada vocablo, la cual se basa 
en el sistema del AFI. Si al principio el sis- 
tema de pronunciación para el hablante 
nativo le resulta demasiado dificil, puede 
utilizar el mas familiar sistema del AFI. 
Podra facilmente ir aprendiendo la cor- 
respondencia entre los dos sistemas de 
pronunciación al comparar los símbolos 
de ambos. Por ejemplo, la pronunciación 
de la palabra grate está representada por 
el sistema de Random House como (grat) y 
en el del AFI como (greyt). Puede verse que 
el (a) de Random House es equivalente al 


(ey) del AFI. Al ir familiarizandose con el in- 
glés, vera que la letra a sequida por una 
consonante mas la letra final -e casi siem- 
pre se pronuncia como el (a) de Random 
House y el (ey) del AFI. El sonido vocalico 
en las palabras came, cake, cane, cave, 
cage, cape, etc. es un ejemplo. Asi es que 
los hablantes nativos aprenden a asociar la 
ortografia del inglés con su sistema de 
sonidos. Una vez haya dominado este sis- 
tema, ya no necesitará el del AFI y podrá 
mas facilmente leer, comprender y pro- 
nunciar palabras nuevas. 

Use este diccionario para aprender a 
leer, escribir y hablar el inglés norteameri- 
cano, y llegara el dia en que podra servirse 
con facilidad de los mas avanzados dic- 
cionarios para hablantes nativos. 
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a particular amount of traveling, the noun 
TRIP is usually used: / hope you had a 
pleasant trip. The trip took ten hours. 
The word TRAVEL is more often used as a 
noncount noun to refer to the general idea 
of traveling: She's interested in travel 
and tourism. When TRAVELS is used, it 
refers to a journey or trip that has many 
stops or involves many places: /n all my 
travels I've never met so many helpful 
people. 
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export (ex- + -port-), importance (im- + -port- + -ance), passport (pass- + -port-), porter 
(-port- + -er),report (re- + -port-) » 4 transport (trans- + -port-) ©- P] diab > ko RAK koit 39) 
4k -jud- H&B "judge; law" > AS Ær se3a E adjudicate, injudicious #* prejudice 
iB bh Oy AG IZ BiG 48h 20) Be Bo REP AR> AMARA MSD > RPTRA 32 FP SAR 09 iE 
K foe 2535) ak ROOF HE FAA AIR » i GA Fo 24) Ato fy on SAR OK e B24 65 
BR 
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SF 454) ARES ART RARE YE AH ICY BHR o WH MR TAA ER ERAS 
24) (54% Ge tal > Bp (Related Words) © i8 3E APT RAZ AIAG AM cA AF et 
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(23). UR. Hs a) FAA RHI RA angry 33) 45 F dy hi JE AF oe BE Ar 
angry £#&24> te] anger 2434] angrily A) &4)7 > FM RÆ pA AE AML "They 
were very angry with you. He keeps his anger locked inside. He stalked angrily out of 
the room.” 4 —1@ $## #424 & annoy; F Hx i818 34) 64 (EM: 


ANNOY is a verb, ANNOYING is an adjective, ANNOYANCE is a noun: That music 
annoys me. It is annoying music. Another annoyance was when the train was late. 


it BH ASE ER HY FAO TE BS SEK eh MEAR > Pp (Usage Note) > i2 ut AF 
3 Hoan MAKE TBR A Hie ase o vA travel Al > EVIE F iE ARSE T travel 4e 48 
trip FAL: 


Compare TRIP and TRAVEL. For a particular amount of traveling, the noun TRIP is 
usually used: | hope you had a pleasant trip. The trip took ten hours. The word 
TRAVEL is more often used as a noncount noun to refer to the general idea of 
traveling: She's interested in travel and tourism. When TRAVELS is used, it refers toa 
journey or trip that has many stops or involves many places: In my travels I've never 
met so many helpful people. 


Ke Be ie mM do ARAL EP RERS o He — FIRS EF ILA) H 24 (Irregular 
Verb) (40 : Come-came-come, make-made-made, grow-grew-grown # Jo Ie RDB 
AEGA ` RERVKRBAABHA RIDE HRA ASZMRAUHA TRA Rite 
(Nouns with Irregular or Alternate Plurals) > 48 “EM A TTA MBAR A Oa BIA © 


ARE BP MH 1 2 HE AB Ay SB EAL > FT FR BE Ah xe 1) 29] 45 9] OD 1K A ALF) o HL te 
reverse — > (the + ~} à aA 2) AT WA 0 aa the o 224 4404 3601 A : {noncount; the + 
~} the opposite or contrary of something: "His answer was the reverse of what we 
expected.” 25 s:49 Fak 2a ARA sb S39] LH be — TAY IPA] o 40 $34] gravitate igk {~ + 
to/toward + Obj.) # iż 18S) 241k HH (EA Spa] to X toward o $4 Bis AMMAR 
Rw 


A AE Se Oy Ea RAG RAR T E Ob A EE E i e e R informal xX 
disparaging 33 2085 sh A chy de RARA eT E OA EI BA to 9s] eA A ASR 
fb Flag Ay a2 92 A gg e “police officer’ > 2k AA IFS MIT VE Al LPR FE Hy “cop” 

> SARS RS ARAM Mo BH > SARK TAMER SA SE SR o 
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A Atik ACE AOR ASS Fo $y 39) 45838 > ERE PC 1S AR SE RRC? AA 
A Ai OF MEALS ARAB > UNS IER BIA iS Foy 23) 4235 SP A NSF EP hk o 
A. ht he ak AR AGE 40 $y 2558 280g LH HEI GE OOS Aa Ao 2) © 


Silo > KEET vA BAS Hw HB crack up i3 (OS) 2449 2309 BA o HH crack — 3k ZAK 
Riko eA F) Alanis | ep th oy crack up > 3648728492 AX to (cause to) laugh hard 
without being able to stop.” st 9 > Ai He PEAR RSE Hk SM > SER IDEA AR A de {no 
obj}: He cracked up at the sight of her in those frumpy pajamas.{~ + up + obj}: That 
joke cracked up the audience. {~ + obj + up}: That joke cracked him up. 


BA tet A] fuk > x Off the cuff am), i—i cuff gF > M dna ep 
E off the cuff >; #4 2 INFORMAL Fe Zt, ofk: "without preparing; extemporaneously; an 
the spur of the moment." 2 7&2 #4): "The speaker made a few remarks off the cuff 
and then began his prepared speech.” jia 4.4 3q PE MIE in ODI ALG 4040 + 
WR EAP With Ke + A SLSR TAAL + OF RL) + Bt) oy Shae Se OL I A EAS 3998 EA G>T 
KARAM iE FH hh 4) 50 Gh © 
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ARB DL HBR A MET o AARAA A iA MA HH Random 
House § hah A Heo iE AGA ROR AGS RE HE ODE > OR AE BA BY AA k 
Fl > RAETIA RH AGERE BH AM o RAE” WOR GS LTE S A EA FH OP GS 
6) AHP] oo ck Boy AR Ae (IPA) © sesh > STR SH MOOHS ARE SH A) ART 
HEAR o WH GAA AES OFS, HO de AS AR SOP OOH AM FARE MAM K 
HEŠ co to RMI LBM Random House Htt AM > BH TA LEILA OBE AR A 
SVE By (RIK © 


44 tart $à Random House fe BMS 448 ood EIE HR ART VARIA ES dey A P AA o A 
| RL» grate —2] 49484 A] Random House # Mit A (grat) m Bl RAT AR A MR HE A 
(greyt) © 44% % 3k» Random House 44 (8) 3 FF] ABT HR) (ey) > MARR Rie 
QM] o iB —FLAEM| OB Yo HARES A A Keto LHe CHA e PPR RA 
4 "a" > 43k 2 Random House 4% (a) 4: APR #4343 (ey) e came, cake, cane, Cave, Cage, 
cape $4 pitye REAR ERLEL-MAAAHMHFRARATO AA: —BAKFET 
HREM TAR RPASSE ARTE OK MAGMA: PAR ARTH SDA Zie 
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New Words in American English 


The vocabulary of English, especially American 
English, is growing at a remarkable rate. Among all 
the varieties of English around the world, including 
British English, it is American English that changes 
the fastest, adding more new words each year. New 
terms have entered the language mostly as a result 
of re-cent inventions or knowledge in the fields of 
science and technology. Social and cultural trends 
and fashions have also contributed to the great 
expansion of the English vocabulary. These new 
terms represent a variety of subject categories, both 
general and specialized. 

Many new terms are borrowed from other lan- 
guages, such as pita (from modern Greek) and 
karaoke (from Japanese). Other terms are formed by 
combining or blending two or more existing words, 
such as camcorder (from camera and recorder) and 
alternative medicine. The creation of abbreviations is 
another common method of word formation in Eng- 
lish. The abbreviation ATM is certainly more conve- 
nient to use than the full phrase “automated-teller 
machine”; the shortened form AIDS is easier to pro- 
nounce and remember than the full form “acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome.” New words are com- 
monly derived from existing words by the addition of 
a prefix or suffix: superstore (prefix super-) and cy- 
berspace (prefix cyber-). The coinage of new words 


abs (abz) /ebz/ n. [plural; used with a plural verb] Infor- 
mal. the muscles of the stomach; abdominal muscles. 

alter/native med/icine, n. [noncount] health care 
and treatments, including traditional Chinese medicine 
and folk medicine, that try to avoid the use of surgery 
and drugs. 

an/swering machine’, n. [count] an electronic de- 
vice that answers telephone calls with a recorded mes- 
sage and records the callers’ messages on a tape. 

aeroemacthereaepy (ə rō’mə ther’a pē) /a,rowmoa- 
‘Beraply/ n. [noncount] 1. the use of pleasant fragrances 
to affect or change a person’s mood or behavior. 2. 
treatment of the skin by the application of fragrant oils 
from flowers or herbs. 

aSeparetame (ə spar/tam, a spar/-, as/par tam’) 
/a'sparteym, z'spar-, 'wspar,teym/ n. [noncount] an ar- 
tificially made white powder that is much sweeter than 
sucrose and is used as a low-calorie sugar substitute. 

assist/ed su/icide, n. [count] suicide in which a phy- 
sician helps the person to commit suicide, as by supply- 
ing a poison. 

au/dio book’ or au/dieoebook’, n. [count] a re- 
cording on cassette in which a book is read aloud, usu- 
ally by the author or a professional actor. 

bod/y pierc/ing, n. [count] the piercing of a part of 
the body, such as the navel or the nose, in order to in- 
sert a metal ring or other ornament. 

boom’ box’ or boom/box’/, n. [court] a large, pow- 
erful radio or combination radio and cassette player that 
can be carried around. 

brewepub (br00’pub’) /'bruw,pab/ n. [count] a bar or 
small restaurant serving beer that is brewed at a micro- 
brewery located in the same building. 

buelimeiea (by6o lim/é a, -lé/mé a, boo-) /byuw'limiya, 
-'liymiyə, buw-/ n. [noncount] a disturbance in eating 
habits marked by repeated instances of overeating fol- 
lowed by intentional vomiting or fasting. 

carejackeing (kar/jak/ing) /‘kar,d3ekin/ n. (count: non- 
count] the crime of stealing a vehicle from its driver by 
using force or threats. —car/jack/er, n. [count] 

chalelenged (chal/injd) /tfahnd3d/ adj. (a polite 
word used to avoid offending someone) disabled or 
handicapped: Several children in the school are physi- 
cally or mentally challenged. 
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that are not based on existing words is quite un- 
common. Nevertheless individuals have invented 
terms that are both clever and descriptive. A large 
number of coinages are names of people or places. 

Not only does the language add new vocabulary, 
but existing words change, broaden, or narrow their 
meanings over time. The new sense of rocket sci- 
entist (highly intelligent person) extends the original 
meaning (specialist in rocket design). 

New terms are popularized and given life in our 
newspapers, magazines, books, and electronic 
documents, not to mention radio and television 
shows, motion pictures, and plays. Some new terms 
last only for the moment, as a passing fad, and are 
forgotten soon after their introduction. Other new 
terms are controversial because of their slang 
status, or because they are perceived to be offensive. 
It is not possible to foretell the future of a 
particular word. As for the future of English, the 
language is certain to continue its expansion in the 
course of the 21st cntury. 

It is a difficult enough task to master the basic vo- 
cabulary of English, but a command of the lanquage 
is not complete unless the learner is familiar with the 
terms that have entered English in recent years. A 
careful study of the following selection of words will 
reveal a great deal about our changing world. 


choceoeholeic (chô’kə hô/lik, -hol/ik, chok/ə-) 
/tfokə'həlik, -"holik, ,tfoka-/ n. [count] a person who 
craves chocolate and eats a lot of it. 

chron/ic fatigue’ syn/drome, n. [noncount] a dis- 
ease in which the person is always tired and has flu-like 
symptoms. 

coedeependeent (kō/di pen/dant) /,kowdi'pendant/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to a relationship in which one per- 
son is addicted to alcohol or drugs and trys to manipu- 
late or control the other person. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son who is in a codependent relationship. —co/dee 
pend/enecy, co/deepend/ence, n. [count] 
contin/uing educa/tion, n. [noncount] a program of 
courses for adults offered by a high school, college, or 
other institution. 

control’ freak’, n. [count] a person having a strong 
need to control or manipulate situations, events, and 
other people. 

coepay (k6/pa’) /‘kow,pey/ n. [noncount] a fixed sum, 
or a percentage of the customary fee, required by an 
health-insurance company to be paid by a patient to a 
health-care provider: My copay is $10 for an office visit 
to my doctor. 

cyeberepunk (si/bar pungk’) /‘saybar,pank/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a type of science fiction featuring human interac- 
tion with supercomputers, usually in a large city. 2. 
[count] Slang. a computer hacker. 

cy*sberespace /'saybar,speys/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
worldwide system of linked computer networks, thought 
of as being a limitless environment for exchange of in- 
formation and electronic communication. 2. VIRTUAL RE- 
ALITY (in this section). 

defin/ing mo/ment, n. [count] a point at which the 
basic nature or character of a person, group, etc., is re- 
vealed or identified. 

digeerracti (dij/a rate, -ra/-) /,didza'ratiy, -'rey-/ n. 
(plural; used with a plural verb] people who are skilled 
with or knowledgeable about computers. 

dis (dis) /dis/ v., dissed, disesing, n. Slang. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to show a lack of respect for (someone). 2. to 
make (someone) feel unimportant; disparage. —n. 
[count] 3. disrespect or criticism. 

domes/tic vi/olence, n. [noncount] acts of violence 
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or abuse against a member of one’s family, esp. in the 
home. 

drive-by (driv/bi’) /‘drayv,bay/ adj., n., pl. -bys. —adj. 
[before a noun] 1. accomplished while driving past the 
victim in a moving vehicle: The gang member was killed 
in a drive-by shooting. 2. casual; superficial: a drive-by 
news report. 3. involving a brief stay in a hospital: 
drive-by surgery. —n. [count] 4. a drive-by shooting. 

dweeb (dwéb) /dwiyb/ n. [count] Slang. a person who 
is considered to be unfashionable, socially awkward, or 
unpopular. 

eat/ing disor’der, n. [count] any of various medical 
conditions, such as anorexia or bulimia, marked by se- 
vere disturbances in eating habits. 

edeuctainement (ej/6o tan/mant) /ed3zu'teynmant/ n. 
[noncount] television programs, books, computer soft- 
ware, etc., that are both educational and entertaining, 
esp. those intended for school-age children. 

emp/ty nest’ syn/drome, n. [noncount] a de- 
pressed state felt by some parents after their children 
have grown up and left home. 

eregoenomeics (ûr/gə nom/iks) /,3rga'npmiks/ n. 
[used with a singular verb] a science that coordinates 
the design and arrangement of equipment and office 
spaces with the abilities, limitations, and requirements 
of workers. —er/goenom/ic, adj. —er/goenom/ie 
calely, adv.: an ergonomically designed computer key- 
board to increase comfort. 

facetoid (fak/toid) /‘faktoyd/ n. [count] 1. something 
that is untrue or unproven but is presented as fact and 
believed to be true because of constant repetition. 2. an 
insignificant or unimportant fact. 

faejietas (fa hé/taz, fa-) /fa'hiytaz, fa-/ n. [count; used 
with a singular or plural verb] a Mexican dish consisting 
of thin strips of grilled beef or chicken with sliced pep- 
pers and onions, usually wrapped in tortillas. 

fo/cus group’, n. [count] a representative group of 
people brought together and questioned about their 
opinions on political issues, new products, etc.: The 
company formed a focus group of young women to dis- 
cuss marketing plans for a new perfume. 

food’ court’, n. [count] a space, usually in a shopping 
mall, with a variety of fast-food stalls and a common 
eating area. 

foodeie (f60/dé) /'fuwdiy/ n. [count] Slang. a person 
who is very interested in food, esp. a gourmet. 

401(k) (fdr/6’wun/ka/, for/-) /'for,ow'wan'key, 'fowr-/ 
n. [count] a savings plan that allows employees to con- 
tribute part of their income to an account whose funds 
are invested and usually withdrawn after retirement. 

fre/quent fli/er, n. [count] an airline passenger par- 
ticipating in a program that provides bonuses based on 
distance traveled. —fre/quent-fli/er, adj. 

GED, an abbreviation of: general equivalency diploma, a 
diploma that can be earned by people who have left 
high school before graduating. 

geek (gék) /giyk/ n. [count] Slang. a person who is con- 
sidered to be different from others, esp. a teenager who 
is socially awkward or spends too much time studying. 

genera/tion gap’, n. [noncount] a lack of communi- 
cation between one generation and another, esp. be- 
tween young people and their parents. 

Generation X (eks) /eks/ n. [noncount] Informal. the 
generation born in the United States after 1965. 
—Generation X’er, n. [count]: a new sitcom for Genera- 
tion X’ers. 

gene/ ther/apy, n. [noncount] the treatment of a dis- 
ease by replacing abnormal genes with normal ones, 
esp. through the use of viruses to carry the desired 
genes into the blood cells. 

geenome (jé/ném) /' d3iynowm/ n. [count] a full set of 
chromosomes with all its genes; the total genetic 
make-up of a cell or organism. —geeno/mic, adj. 

glo/bal warm/ing, n. [noncount] an increase in the 
average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere, causing 
changes in climate. , 

grunge (grunj) /grand3/ n. Slang. 1. [noncount] dirt; 
filth; rubbish. 2. [count] something of inferior quality. 
3. [noncount} a style or fashion of the early 1990's de- 
rived from a movement in rock music: in fashion char- 
acterized by untidy clothing and in music by aggressive, 
antisocial songs. 

HDTV, an abbreviation of: high-definition television. 

health’ care’ or health/care/’, n. 1. [noncount] the 
field or industry concerned with supplying services, 


equipment, and information related to maintaining and 
restoring physical and mental health. —adj. Also, 
health/-care’. 2. of, relating to, or involved in health 
care: a health-care center; health-care workers. 

health’ club’, [count] a usually private club that offers 
its members various facilities for physical exercise, such 
as weightlifting machines and a swimming pool. 

health’ food’, n. [count] a food that is believed to 
promote good health, as by being nutritious or by con- 
taining only natural ingredients. 

high/-defini/tion tel/evision, n. [noncount] a tele- 
vision system that produces a sharper image and greater 
picture detail. Abbr.: HDTV 

high’ top’, n. [count] a sneaker that covers the ankle. 

home/ of/fice, n. [count] a room or space in one’s 
home that is equipped and used as an office. 

home’ page’, n. [count] the main page of a site on 
the World Wide Web, usually containing an index or ta- 
ble of contents to the documents stored at the site. 

homeeschooleing (hdm/skdo/ling) = /‘howm,skuwlip/ 
n. [noncount] the practice of teaching one’s own chil- 
dren at home instead of sending them to school. 

hot/-but/ton, adj. arousing strong feelings; very emo- 
tional: abortion and other hot-button issues. 

HOV lane, n. [count] a highway or street lane reserved 
for high-occupancy vehicles with two or more passen- 
gers, usually marked with diamond shapes on the road. 

hy-peretext (hi/par tekst’) /‘haypar,tekst/ n. [non- 
count] text, pictures, or other data stored in a computer 
and linked so that a user can move from an item in one 
electronic document to a related item in another docu- 
ment. 

inefoemerecial (in/fō mûr/shəl) /infow'marfal/ n. 
[count] a television commercial similar in length and 
format to a regular program, disguising the fact that it is 
an advertisement. 

in/forma/tion su/perhighway, n. [noncount] the 
worldwide network of computers, providing access to 
electronic databases, e-mail, video materials, and a vari- 
ety of other services. Also called in/forma/tion high/- 


way. 
in/-line’ skate’, n. [count] a roller skate with four 
hard-rubber wheels in a straight line. —in/-line skat/- 


ing, n. [noncount] 

Ineterenet (in’tar net’) /‘intar,net/ n. [noncount; usu- 
ally: the + ~] a large computer network linking smaller 
computer networks worldwide. 

in/-your’-face’, adj. Informal. marked by or being 
bold and aggressive; provocative: in-your-face journal- 
ism. 

Jet’ Ski’, n. [count] Trademark. a brand of PERSONAL 
WATERCRAFT (in this section). 

kaeraeoeke (kar/é kē) /,keeriy'owkiy/ n. [count] a de- 
vice that allows a person to sing along to the music of a 
song and record his or her voice, the original singing 
having been electronically eliminated. 

Kwanezaa or Kwamneza (kwdn/za) /'kwanzo/ n. 
[count; noncount], pl. -zaas or -zas. a harvest festival 
celebrated from December 26 until January 1 in some 
African-American communities. 

latste (14/ta) /‘latey/ n. [count] hot espresso served 
mixed with hot milk. 

lev/el playing field’, n. a state of equality; an 
equal opportunity: Our business needs a level playing 
field when competing with foreign companies. 

lite (lit) Aayt/ adj. an informal, simplified spelling of 
LIGHT (in the sense “having fewer calories or less of a 
certain ingredient than the standard product”), used esp. 
in labeling, naming, or advertising products: lite beer. 

low-fat, adj. of or being a food or style of cooking that 
contains or uses very little butter, oil, or other fat. 

mad/ cow’ disease’, n. [noncount] a fatal brain dis- 
ease of cattle, thought to be caused by an abnormal, 
proteinlike particle. 

man/aged care’, n. [noncount] comprehensive health 
care provided by a health maintenance organization or 
similar system. 

Mc- or M<-, suffix. a suffix derived from “McDonald’s" 
(a fast-food restaurant chain), used to mean “of the 
same mediocre quality or kind; uniform”: McSchools that 
offer no individual attention; reading McNews instead of 
a serious newspaper. 

miecrosbreweerey (mi/krd brōo’ə rē, -brðrē) 
/‘maykrow,bruwariy, -,bruriy/ n. [count], pl. -ereies. a 


New Words in American English 


xxviii 


OS O eee 


small brewery usually producing unique or high quality 
beer. 

miecroefieber (mī/krō fi/bar) /‘maykrow,faybar/ n. 
[count] a very fine lightweight polyester fiber, used esp. 
for clothing. 

miecroemaneage (mi/kré man/ij) /‘maykrow,menid3/ 
v. [~ + obj], -aged, -ageing. to manage or control 
with great or too much attention to minor details: The 
executive had no time to micromanage every part of his 
business. —mi/croeman/ageement, n. [noncount] 

mind/-bod/y, adj. taking into account the mental, 
physical, psychic, and spiritual connections between the 
state of the body and that of the mind: mind-body medi- 
cine. 

mind’ games’, n. [plural; used with a plural verb] 
psychological manipulation or strategy, used esp. to gain 
an advantage or to force someone to do something. 

mineievan (min/é van’) /‘miniy,ven/ n. [count] a small 
passenger van, usually seating six or more people. 

morpheing (mé6r/fing) /'morfin/ n. [noncount] a tech- 
nique in which one image is gradually and smoothly 
changed into another by means of a computer, as in a 
motion picture or video: My favorite part of the cartoon 
was the morphing of the hero into a wild animal. 
moun/tain bike’, n. [count] a bicycle designed for 
use on unpaved or hilly roads, having a sturdy frame 
and wider tires than a standard bicycle. —moun/tain 
bik’er, n. [count] —moun/tain bik/ing, n. [noncount] 
mouse’ pad’, n. [count] a small foam rubber sheet 
used to provide a stable surface on which a computer 
mouse can be moved. 

MRI, an abbreviation of: magnetic resonance imaging, a 
technique that produces images of tissues and organs of 
the body by means of a strong magnetic field and low- 
energy radio waves. 

nail-biteer (nal/bi/tar) /'neyl,baytar/ n. [count] a situa- 
tion that is marked by anxiety or tension. 

newebie (n00/bé, nyd0/-) /'nuwbiy, 'nyuw-/ n. [count] 
a beginner, esp. an inexperienced user of the internet or 
of computers in general. 

no-brainer /'now'breynər/ n. [count] Informal. any- 
thing requiring little thought or effort; something easy or 
simple to understand or do. 

outesourceing (out/sôr/sing, -sōr/-) /iawt'sərsıp, 
-'sowr-/ n. [noncount] the business practice of purchas- 
ing supplies, parts, or finished products from another 
company, or of using outside workers in the manufac- 
turing process: the outsourcing of foreign auto parts to 
reduce costs. 

Pasparrazezo (pä/pə rät/sō) /,papa'ratsow/ n. [count], 
pl. -razezi (-rät/sē) /-'ratsiy/. a freelance photographer, 
esp. one who takes candid photographs of celebrities for 
publication in magazines and newspapers. 

pay’ television, n. [noncount] 1. a service that 
broadcasts television programs to viewers who pay a 
monthly charge or a fee for each program. 2. the pro- 
gramming provided by this service. Also called pay-TV. 

per/sonal train/er, n. [count] a person who works 
with a individual client to plan or carry out an exercise 
or fitness program: She hired a personal trainer to come 
to her home. 

per/sonal wa/tercraft, n. 1. [count] a jet-propelled 
boat that is ridden by one or two persons like a motor- 
cycle: That shop rents out personal watercrafts, canoes, 
and rowboats. 2. [plural; used with a plural verb] such 
boats when thought of as a group: Personal watercraft 
are not allowed in this bay. 

polit/ically correct’, adj. conforming to language, 
behavior, or attitudes that do not offend minority 
groups, disabled people, homosexuals, etc. 

poop-rer-scoopeer (po0/par sk60/par) /‘puwpar,skuw- 
par/ n. [count] a scoop and a bag used to pick up the 
solid wastes of a dog or other pet from a street. 
pri/mary care’, n. (noncount) medical care by a phy- 
sician who is the patient’s first contact with the health- 
care system and who may recommend a specialist if 
necessary. —pri/mary-care/, adj.: primary-care physi- 
cians. 

repet/itive strain’ in/jury, n. [noncount] any of a 
group of medical conditions caused by the stress of re- 
peated movements, marked by pain, numbness, or tin- 
gling in the hand or arm. Abbr.: RSI 
rightesize (rit/siz’) /'rayt,sayz/ v. [~ + obj), -sized, 
-sizeing. to adjust to an appropriate size: We will have 
to fire about 50 workers in order to rightsize our staff. 


road’ kill’, n. [count] the body of an animal killed on 
a road by a motor vehicle. 

rock/et sci/ence, n. [noncount] 1. the science of 
rocket design and flight; rocketry. 2. something requir- 
ing great intelligence, esp. mathematical ability. 

rock/et sci/entist, n. [count] 1. a specialist in rocket 
design. 2. a highly intelligent person, esp. one with 
mathematical ability. 

Rolleersblade (rd/lar blad’) /‘rowlar,bleyd/ 1. [count] 
Trademark. a brand of in-line skates. —v. [~ + obj), 
-bladeed, -bladeing. 2. (often: rollerblade) to skate on 
in-line skates. —roll/ereblad/er, n. [count] 

same/-sex’, adj. 1. of or relating to two or more per- 
sons of the same gender: same-sex friendships. 2. of or 
involving a sexual relationship between two men or be- 
tween two women: same-sex marriage. 

scrunchey or scruncheie (skrun/ché) /'skrantfiy/ n. 
[count], pl. scruncheies. an elastic fabric band, used to 
fasten the hair. 

sec/ondhand smoke’, n. [noncount] tobacco smoke 
that is involuntarily inhaled when one is near or in the 
same room as a smoker. 

shock’ jock’, n. [count] a radio disc jockey who 
features offensive or controversial material. 

snail’ mail’, n. [noncount] standard postal service, as 
contrasted with electronic mail. Also called s-mail. 

snoweboard (snō/bôrd/, -bord) /‘snow,bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [count] a board that resembles a wide ski, used for 
gliding on snow while in a standing position. —snow/- 
board/er, n. [count] —snow/board/ing, n. [noncount] 

sound’ bite’, n. [count] a brief, striking statement 
taken from an interview or speech for use in a broadcast 
news story. 

spell’ check/er, n. [count] a computer program for 
checking the spelling of words in an electronic docu- 
ment. 

sport/-util/ity ve/hicle, n. [count] a sturdy passen- 
ger vehicle with a trucklike frame, designed for occa- 
sional use on hilly or unpaved roads. 

sta/tionary bi/cycle, n. [count] an indoor exercise 
machine that is pedaled like a bicycle. 

strang/er rape’, n. [count] sexual intercourse forced 
by a man upon a woman he does not know. 

sun/block’ n. [count; noncount] a lotion that protects 
the skin against sunburn, often preventing tanning. 

Sueperestore (s00/par stér’, -stōr/) /'suwpor,stor, 
-stowr/ n. [count] a very large store, esp. one selling a 
wide variety of goods. 

SUV, pl. SUVs. an abbreviation of: sport-utility vehicle. 

take/-no/-pris/oners, adj. very enthusiastic; aggres- 
sive: a businessman with a take-no-prisoners style. 

tel-escomemuteing § (tel/i_ ka myoo/ting) /'telika- 
imyuwtin/ n. [noncount] the act or practice of working 
at home using a computer terminal that is electronically 
linked to one’s office. —tel7eecomemut/er, n. [count] 

theme’ park’, n. [count] an amusement park whose 
attractions and rides are based on various themes, such 
as fairy tales or the American West. 

trackeball (trak/bôl/) /‘treek,bol/ n. [count] a computer 
device for controlling the pointer on a display screen by 
rotating a ball set inside a case. 

tro/phy wife’, n. [count] the young, often second, 
wife of a rich middle-aged man. 

V-chip (vé/chip’) /'viy,tfip/ n. [count] a computer chip 
or other electronic device that blocks television recep- 
tion of programs with violent or sexual content. 

vir/tual real/ity, n. [noncount] the computer simula- 
tion of a realistic, three-dimensional environment, allow- 
ing the user to become an active participant through the 
use of special gloves, headphones, and goggles. 

voice’ mail’, n. [noncount] a computerized system 
that answers telephone calls and records phone mes- 
sages for later playback, used esp. in offices. 

Web/ site’, n. [count] a connected group of pages on 
the World Wide Web, usually maintained by one person 
or organization and devoted to a single topic or several 
closely related topics. 

wedgeie (wej/é) /'‘wed3iy/ n. [count] Informal. the con- 
dition of having one’s underpants or other clothing un- 
comfortably stuck between the buttocks. 

World’ Wide’ Web/, n. [noncount] a system of ex- 
tensively interlinked hypertext documents: a branch of 
the Internet. Abbr.: WWW 

WWW, an abbreviation of: World Wide Web. 


eee o a a a maamaa 

A, a (ā) /ey/ n. [count], pl. A's or As, a’s or as. 1. the 
first letter of the English alphabet. 2. a school grade or 
mark indicating excellence: received an A in English. 
—Idiom. 3. from A to Z, completely; thoroughly: /fe 
knew the rules of the game from A to Z. 

a (ə; wlien stressed a) /9; when stressed ey! indefinite 
article. {usually before count nouns] 1. one: a friend of 
mine; a month ago. 2. (used to refer to the class of 
things the noun belongs to): A dog lias four legs. 3. 
(used to refer to a rate or measurement with the noun) 
per; each: My dentist charges $50 a filling. 4. (used be- 
fore words like /ittle, lot, few): a little time; a few Stars. 5. 
(used before noncount nouns to indicate a single portion, 
container, unit, type, or instance of that noun): /7/ lave a 
coffee (= a cup of coffee) with sugar. 6. (used before a 
proper name): a. a certain; a particular: A Mr. Jolinson 
called and wants you to call back. b. a work of art by: 
The investor paid $5 million for a Van Gogh. 

A, Symbol. 1. in music, the sixth tone of the C major 
scale. 2. a major blood group. 

a-', prefix. 1. a- is used before some nouns to make 
them into adverbs showing “place where”: a- + shore 
= ashore = on (or into) the shore. 2. a is also used be- 
fore some verbs to make them into words showing a 
state or process: a- + sleep ~ asleep (= sleeping); a- 
+ blaze ~ ablaze (= blazing). 

a-*, prefix. a- is used before some adjectives to mean 
“not”: a- + moral 7 amoral (= without morals); a- + 
tonal ~ atonal (= without tone). 

A., an abbreviation of: 1. America. 2. American. 

a., an abbreviation of: 1. acre. 2. active. 3. adjective. 4. 
alto. 5. ampere. 6. answer. 

A-1 or A 1 (a/wun/’) /'cy'wan/ adj. A ONE. 

AA, an abbreviation of: 1. Alcoholics Anonymous (a 
group helping its members to overcome problems 
caused by alcohol.) 2. antiaircraft. 

A.A., an abbreviation of: Associate of Arts (a degree from 
a two-year college). 

AAA, an abbreviation of: 1. Amateur Athletic Association. 
2. American Automobile Association. 

aard-vark (ard/vark’) /‘ard,vark/ n. [count] a large Afri- 
can mammal having a piglike snout and long sticky 
tongue for feeding on ants and termites. 

AB (a/b@/) /'cy'biy/ Symbol. a major blood group. 

ab-, prefix. ab- is used before some words and roots to 
mean “off, away”: abnormal (= away from what is nor- 
mal). Compare A-°. 

A.B., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Arts. 

aback (ə bak’) /a'bek/ adv. —Idiom. be taken 
aback, to be surprised: The tourist was taken aback by 
the garbage on the streets. i 

abea-cus (ab/ə kəs) /'æbəkəs/ n. [count], pl. ab- 
a-cus-es, ab-arci (aba si’, -ki’) /'æbə,say, -,kay/. a de- 
vice for calculating, made of a frame with rods on which 
balls or beads are moved. 

ab-a-loene (ab/o 16/né) /,eba'lowniy/ n. [count], pl. 
-nes. a Kind of mollusk or shellfish with a flat, oval shell. 

a-ban-don (ə ban/dan) /ə 'bændən/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
leave completely and finally; desert: like rats abandoning 
a sinking ship. 2. {~ + obj] to give up; withdraw from: to 
abandon hope. 3. [~ + obj + to + obj] to give up the 
control of: The army abandoned the city to the enemy. 
4. [~ + oneself + to + obj] to feel an emotion strongly 
and without restraint or moderation (usually of grief or 
sadness or joy). —n. [noncournt] 5. (usually: with + ~) 
the feeling of an emotion in a strong and in a carefree 
way. —a-ban/don-ment, n. [noncount] 

a-ban-doned (ə ban/dənd) /ə 'bændənd/ adj. left behind 
or deserted: an abandoned building; an abandoned kit- 
ten. 

abase (ə bas’) /ə'beys/ v. [7 + oneself, abased, 
a-bas-ing. to lower (oneself) in rank, dignity, or honor; 
humble: had to abase himself before liis boss to keep liis 
job. —a-base/ment, /. [noncount] 

abashed (ə basht’) /o'ba/ft/ adj. [usually: be + ~] feel- 
ing embarrassed or ashamed: / am abashed to confess it 
was my fault. —a-bash-ed-ly (a bash/id lē) /ə'bæfıdliy/ 
adv. —a-bash/ment, n. [noncount] 

abate (ə bat’) /o'beyt/ v., a-bat-ed, a-bat-ing. 1. [~ + 
obj] to reduce in amount, degree, intensity, etc.; lessen; 
diminish: to abate a tax. 2. [no obj) to diminish in 
amount, degree, or intensity: The hurricane has abated. 
Her fears liave abated somewhat. —a-bate/ment, n. 
{uoncount) 

ab-at-toir (ab/ə twar’) 
terhouse. 


l'æbə,twar/ n. [count] a slaugh- 


ab-bé (a ba’) /æ'bey/ n. [count], pl. -bés. (esp. in France) 
(a title of respect for) a clergyman. 

ab-bess (ab/is) /'æbis/ n. [count] a woman who is the 
head of a convent of nuns. 

ab-bey (ab/é) /‘wbiy/ n. [count], pl. -beys. 1. a monas- 
tery under an abbot or a convent under an abbess. 2. 
the church of such a monastery or convent: Westminster 
is a famous abbey. 

ab-bot (ab/at) /'xbət/ n. [count] a man who is the head 
or superior of a monastery. 

abbr. or abbrev., an abbreviation of: abbreviation. 

ab-bre-vi-ate (ə brē/vē at’) /a'briyviy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj]. 
-at-ed, -ating. 1. [usnally: be + ~-ed + to] to shorten 
(a word or phrase) by omitting letters so that the short- 
ened form stands for the whole word or phrase: United 
Nations is frequently abbreviated to UN. 2. to make 
briefer: He abbreviated his speech. See -BREV-. 

ab-bre-viea-tion (ə bré/vé a/shan) /a,briyviy'cyfon/ n. 
[count] a shortened form of a word or phrase used to re- 
present the whole, as Dr. for Doctor. \n American Eng- 
lish, many abbreviations are written with periods: the U. 
S.A. In British English, abbreviations are not written with 
periods: the USA. The stress in an abbreviation is often 
on the last letter: 1.B.M. (i bē em/) /ay bry 'em/. Compare 
ACRONYM, CONTRACTION. 

ABC’s or ABCs (ā/bē/sēz⁄) /'ey,biy'siyz/ n. pi. 1. the 
alphabet: Children learn their ABC's in kindergarten. 2. 
the basic skills of any subject. 

ab-di-cate (ab/di kat’) /‘ebdi,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 
to give up (an important position, responsibility, author- 
ity, duties, a high office, etc.): [~ + obj]: He abdicated 
the throne of England. {no obj): He decided to abdicate. 
—ab-di-ca-tion (ab/di ka’shan) /,ebdi'keyJSon/ n. [non- 
count] 

ab-do-men (ab/de man) /'æbdəmən/ n. [count] the part 
of the body between the chest and the legs; belly. 

ab-dom-ienal (ab dom/e nl) /ab ‘domo n}/ adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or located in the abdomen: abdominal pains. 

ab-duct (ab dukt/) /ab'dakt/ v. [~ + obj] to carry off (a 
person) illegally and by force; kidnap. —ab-duc-tion (ab- 
duk’shan) /ab'dakfon/ n. [count] —ab-duc/tor, n. 
[count] See -buc-. 

a-bed (ə bed’) /a'bed/ adv. in bed: He was abed with the 
flu. 

ab-er-ra-tion (ab/ə rā/shən) /,æbə'reyfən/ n. [count] a 
way of behaving or acting that deviates from the usual or 
normal way: A warm spell is an aberration in winter. 
—ab-er-rant (ə ber/ənt, ab/ar-) /ə'berənt, 'æbər-/ adj. 
—ab/er-ra/tion-al, adj. 

a-bet (ə bet’) /o'bet/ v. [~ + obj], arbet-ted, a-bet-ting. 
to help, usually in doing something wrong: a charge of 
abetting the enemy. —a-bet/ment, n. {roncomut) 
—a-bet/tor, a-bet/ter, n. [cont] 

a-bey-ance (ə ba/ans) /a'beyans/ n. [noucount] in a 
state of temporary inactivity: to hold a question in abey- 
ance. 

ab-hor (ab hdr’) /æb'hor/ v. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj], 
-horred, -hor-ring. to hate very much; detest: Gandhi 
abhorred violence all his life. —ab-hor-rence (ab hôr/- 
ans, -hor/-) /æb'hərəns, -'hor-/ n. [rroncouut] See -HORR-. 

ab-hor-rent (ab hôr/ənt, -hor/-) /æb'horənt, -'hor-/ adj. 
1. causing hatred; detestable; loathsome: ar abhorrent 
murder. 2. [be + ~ + to] completely opposed to: That 
theory was abhorrent to civilized thinking. —ab-hor’- 
rent-ly, adv. See -HORR-. 

a-bide (ə bid’) /a'bayd/ v., abode (a bod’) /a'bowd/ or 
a-bid-ed, a-bid-ing. 1. [no obj] to remain; continue; 
stay: Abide with me. 2. [no obj] to dwell; reside; have 
one’s abode. 3. [~ + obj; often with a negative word or 
phrase] to tolerate; can't abide dishonesty. 4. abide by, 
[~ + by + obj] a. to comply with; agree to go along 
with: to abide by the court's decision. b. to remain faith- 
ful to; keep: to abide by a promise. —a-bid/ance, 11. 
([ronconng 

a-bid-ing (ə bi/ding) /a'baydin/ adj. continuing without 
change: an abiding faith in people. —a-bid/ing-ly, adv. 

a-bil-isty (ə bil/i tē) /o'bilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. power or skill 
to do, make, or think; talent: [orcount): has the ability 
to do well. (count): His abilities are miany. See -HABIL-. 

-ability, suffix. -ability, a combination of -ABLE and -ITY, 


abject to abracadabra 


is used to form nouns from adjectives that end in -able: 
capable (adjective) ~ capability (noun); reliable (adjec- 
tive) ~ reliability (noun). 

ab-ject (ab/jekt, ab jekt/) /‘wbd3ckt, æb'dzekt/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun) hopeless or wretched: abject poverty. 2. 
showing no courage; contemptible: an abject coward. 
—ab-ject’/ly, adv. —ab-ject/ness, n. [noncount] See 
-JEC-. 

ab-jure (ab joor’) /xb'd3ur/ v. [~ + obj], -jured, -jur- 
ing. to give up (a belief) formally or under oath; re- 
nounce: abjured allegiance to her homeland. See -jur-. 

ab-la-tive (ab/la tiv) /‘xblotiv/ adj. 1. of or concerning a 
case in grammar used to mark the starting point of an 
action and, in Latin, to indicate how something is done, 
or by whom or what it was done: /n the Latin translation 
of “from Tusculum,” the Latin word “Tusculo” is in the 
ablative case. —n. [count] 2. the ablative case. 3. a word 
or other form in this case. See -lat-'. 

a*blaze (a blaz/) /a'bleyz/ adj. [be + ~ 1. on fire: the 
forest was ablaze. 2. gleaming with or as if with light: 
The sky was ablaze with stars. 

able (a/bal) /'eybəl/ adj. (for def. 2) asbler, a-blest. 1. 
[be + ~ + to + verb] having the necessary power, skill, 
knowledge, or resources to do something: able to read 
music after just a few lessons, 2. having or showing unu- 
sual talent, intelligence, skill, or knowledge: an able 
leader. —a-bly, adv. —Related Words. aste is an ad- 
jective that usually comes after some form of BE, ABLY is 
an adverb, asitity is a noun: John is able to run fast. He 
did the work ably and efficiently. John has the ability to 
run fast. See -HABIL-. 

-able, suffix. -able is used to form adjectives from verbs, 
with the meaning “capable of, fit for, tending to’: teach 
+ -able ~ teachable (= capable of being taught); photo- 
graph + -able ~ photographable = (fit for photograph- 
ing). Compare -IBLE. 

a/ble-bod/ied, adj. having a strong, healthy body; 
physically fit: able-bodied soldiers. 

a-bloom (a bloom’) /a'bluwm/ adj. [be + ~ + with] in 
bloom; blossoming; flowering: The meadow was abloom 
with wildflowers. 

ab-lu-tion (ə bldo’shan) /a'bluwfon/ n. [count] a cleans- 
ing with water or other liquid, esp. as a religious ritual. 

ABM, an abbreviation of: antiballistic missile. 

ab-ne-gate (ab/ni gat’) /‘ebnigeyt/ v. [~ + obj, 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to refuse or deny (rights, comforts, 
etc.) to oneself; renounce; give up. —ab-ne-gastion (ab/- 
ni ga’shan) /,xbni'geyfan/ n. [noncount): the abnega- 
tion of worldly possessions and pleasures. See -NEG-. 

ab-nor-mal (ab nér/mal) /eb'normal/ adj. not normal or 
usual: His wild behavior that day was Clearly abnormal. 
—ab-nor-mal-i-ty (ab/nôr mali tē) /,ebnor'malitiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. —ab-nor/mal-ly, adv. See -NORM-. 

aboard (ə bérd’, a bord’) /a'bord, a'bowrd/ adv., prep. 
on, in, or into (a ship, train, airplane, etc.): The ship 
sank, drowning all who were aboard. They went aboard 
the ship. 

a-bode’ (ə bōd/) /a'bowd/ n. [count] a place in which a 
person resides; residence; home. 

a-bode? (a bōd/) /a'bowd/ v. a pt. and pp. of ABIDE. 

a-bol-ish (ə bolish) /a'bnlif/ v. [~ + obj] to do away 
with completely: to abolish slavery; abolish a law. 

ab-o-li-tion (ab/a lish’an) /weba'lifan/ n. [noncount) the 
act of abolishing or the state of being abolished, esp. the 
legal termination of slavery in the U.S. —ab/o-li’tion: 
ism, n. [noncount] —ab/o-li/tion-ist, 1. (count), adj. 

A-bomb (a/bom/’) /'ey,bDm/ 1. ATOMIC BOMB. 

a-bom-iena-ble (3 boma nə bal) /2'bpmənəbəl/ adj. 1. 
very hateful; detestable: an abominable murder. 2. very 
unpleasant: abominable weatlier. 3. very bad; deplora- 
ble: abominable taste in clothes. —a-bom/i-nably, adv. 

a-bom-i:nate (3 bom/sa nat’) /a'boma,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to feel great dislike for; hate. 

a-bomsi-na-tion (ə bom/a na/shan) /> bomo 'neyfan/ 
n. 1. [count] something abominable. 2. [nonconnt] great 
dislike: Sle looked at hini with abomination. 

ab-orrig-ienal (ab/a rij’a nl) /wba'ridzanW/ adj. 1. [usu- 
ally before a noun) original or earliest Known: the aborig- 
inal people of the region. —ui. [Count] 2. ABORIGINE. 
—ab/o-rig/i-nal-ly, adv. See -ori-. 

ab-orrigsisne (ab/a rija nē) /wba'ridzoniy/ n. [count] 
one of the original or earliest known inhabitants of a 
country or region, esp. of Australia. See -onRı-. 
a-born-ing (ə bôr/ning) /s'bornin/ adv. in birth: before 
being carried out: The schere died aborning. 
abort (a bort’) /a'bort/ v. 1. [n0 obj] (of a female) to 
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bring forth a fetus before it is able to live. 2. [~ + obj] 
to cause to bring forth (a fetus) before it is able to live. 3. 
[~ + obj] to cause (a pregnancy) to terminate. 4. to 
(cause to) fail or stop too early; to come to an end: [no 
obj): The missile flight aborted. [~ + obj]: They aborted 
the space flight. —n. [count] 5. the ending of a missile 
flight, mission, etc., before completion: Mission control, 
that’s an abort. See -ori-. 

aebor-tion (ə bér/shan) /ə'bərfən/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
ending of a pregnancy before term. 2. [count] a proce- 
dure for ending a pregnancy before term. —a-bor/tion: 
ist, n. [count] See -ori-. 

a-bor-tive (ə bdr/tiv) /a'bortiv/ adj. failing to succeed; 
unsuccessful: an abortive rebellion. 

abound (ə bound’) /a'bawnd/ v. 1. [no obj] to occur or 
exist in great amount or numbers: a stream in which 
trout abound. 2.[~ + in + obj] to be rich or well sup- 
plied: The region abounds in coal. 

a-bout (ə bout’) /a'bawt/ prep. 1. concerning; on the 
subject of: a novel about the Civil War. Compare on. 2. 
connected or associated with: an air of mystery about 
him. 3. near; close to; approximately: She's about my 
height. 4. within the confines of: somewhere about the 
house. 5. so as to be of use to: Keep your wits about 
you. 6. here or there; in or on: wandered about the 
neighborhood. 7. engaged in or occupied with: While 
you're about it, please get me a soda. 8. having as a 
main concern or central purpose: Fame was what his ca- 
reer was about. —adv. 9. nearly; almost: Dinner is about 
ready. 10. nearby; not far off: My papers are somewhere 
about. 11. in the opposite direction: She swung the car 
about. 12. here and there: to move furniture about; 
papers strewn about. —adj. [be + ~j 13. moving 
around; astir: was up and about at dawn. 14. in exist- 
ence; prevalent: The flu is about. ——Idiom. 15. be 
about to, [~ + verb] be ready or likely to do something: 
We're about to eat dinner. Compare BE GOING To under 
Go. 16. not about to, not intending or likely to: not 
about to lend you money. 17. what about, what plans 
or ideas do you have concerning (the person or thing 
mentioned)? What about the money you hid away? (= 
What plans do you have for the money you hid away?) 
18. how about, (used to make an offer or suggestion): 
How about a cup of tea? 19. It's about time, the time 
has arrived to do (something): It's about time to leave. 
—Usage. Both on and asout mean “concerning”; ABOUT 
is used when the information given is of a more general 
nature and not too technical: a romantic novel agouT the 
Civil War. On is used when the information is more par- 
ticular, as by being scholarly or serious: an important ar- 
ticle on the Civil War. 

a-bout-face (n. ə bout/fas’, a bout/fas/; v. a bout/fas/) 
/n. a'bawt)feys, ə'bawt! feys; v. a,bawt!feys/ n, v., 
-faced, -faceing. —n. [count] 1. (in military or similar 
marching) a 180° turn from the position of attention. 2. a 
complete change in position, direction, principle, or 
thinking. —v. [no obj] 3. to perform an about-face. 

above (ə buv/) /o'bav/ adv. 1. in, at, or to a higher 
place, position, or rank: saw the rain clouds above. 2. 
higher in quantity or number; over: persons age 18 and 
above. 3. mentioned or described before or earlier, esp. 
in a book or other piece of writing: the remark quoted 
above. 4. higher than zero on the Fahrenheit scale: In 
winter its often only five above (= five degrees above 
Zero). —prep. 5. in or to a higher place than; over: to fly 
above the clouds. 6. more in quantity or number than: in 
excess of; over: persons above 18 years of age. 7. supe- 
rior in rank, authority, or standing to: A major is above a 
captain. 8. not subject to: above suspicion. 9. of too fine 
a character for: Shes above such trickery. 10. beyond, 
esp. north of: six miles above Baltimore. —adj. 11. said, 
mentioned, or written above: the above explanation. —n. 
[noncount) 12. [the + ~) things discussed or written 
about earlier: All the above just proves what I’ve been 
saying. 13. heaven: a gift from above. 14. a higher au- 
thority: au order from above. —Idiom. 15. above all, 
most importantly; principally. —-Usage. Both asove and 
OVER Can mean “higher than”. In expressions with num- 
bers, esp. in measurements, it is more common to use 
ovER to mean “more than”: Over 600 students are en- 
rolled here. But for numbers that are thought of as on a 
vertical scale of measurement, such as the temperature 
on a thermometer, aBove is used: Her temperature was 
alinost three degrees above normal. Her SAT scores were 
well above average. 

asbove-board (ə buv/bérd’, -bdrd’) = /a'bav,bord, 
-,bowrd/ adj. without tricks or disguise; in the open. 

ab-rasca-edab-ra (ab/ra kə dab/ra) /iæxbrəkə'dæbrə/ n. 
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[noncount] 1. meaningless talk; gibberish; nonsense. 2. 
a word used in magic tricks. 

a-brade (a brad’) /a'breyd/ v. [~ + obj], a-brad-ed, 
a-brad-ing. to wear off (skin) by scraping or rubbing: 
The harsh leather abraded his skin. 

aebraesion (ə bra/zhan) /s'brey3an/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
act or process of abrading. 2. [count] a scraped spot or 
area: They found many abrasions on his leg. See -RASE-. 

a-bra-sive (ə brd/siv, -ziv) /o'breysiv, -ziv/ adj. 1. tend- 
ing to abrade. 2. annoyingly harsh: an abrasive personal- 
ity. —n. [count] 3. any material or substance used for 
grinding, polishing, smoothing, etc., as sandpaper. 
—arbra/sive-ly, adv. —aebra/sive-ness, n. [noncount) 

a-breast (ə brest/) /a'brest/ adv., adj. 1. side by side; 
beside each other in a line: They walked two abreast. 
—Idiom. 2. be or keep abreast of, be informed about: 
be aware of; be up-to-date: kept abreast of the new de- 
velopments. 

a-bridge (a brij’) /o'brid3/ v. [~ + obj], a-bridged, 
a-bridg-ing. to shorten the length of: fo abridge a 
speech froin an hour to ten minutes. —a-bridg’/ment, 
a-bridge’ment, n. [count] See -BrReEv-. 

a-broad (ə bréd’) /a'brod/ adv. 1. in or to a foreign 
country or countries: famous at home and abroad. 2. 
spread around; in circulation: Rumors were abroad. 

ab-ro-gate (ab/ra gat’) /‘wbro,geyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to abolish by official means: The dicta- 
tor abrogated the treaty. —ab-ro-ga-tion (ab/rə ga/shen) 
/æbrə'geyfən/ n. [count] See -ROGA-. 

abrupt (ə brupt’) /a'brapt/ adj. 1. sudden or unex- 
pected: an abrupt departure. 2. so short as to be un- 
friendly or impolite: an abrupt reply. 3. changing sud- 
denly; sharp: an abrupt turn in a road. —ab'rupt’ly, 
adv. —ab-rrupt/ness, n. [noncount] See -RuPT-. 

ab-scess (ab/ses) /‘xbses/ n. [count] a swelling in the 
body caused by a gathering of pus: She had a painful ab- 
scess in her gums. —ab/scessed, adj. 

ab-scond (ab skond/) /æb'skpnd/ v. [no obj; (~ + with 
+ obj)] to leave in a sudden and secret manner, esp. to 
avoid capture and legal prosecution: The cashier ab- 
sconded with the money. 

ab-sence (ab/sans) /'æbsəns/ n. 1. [noncount] the state 
of being away or not being present: Absence makes the 
heart grow fonder. 2. [count] a period of time of being 
away: an absence of several weeks. 3. [noncount] lack: 
deficiency: the absence of proof. 

ab-sent (adj. ab/sant; v. ab sent’, ab/sant) /adj. 
'ebsant; v. xb!'sent, 'xbsant/ adj. 1. not in a certain 
place at a given time; not present: He was absent from 
Class again. 2. lacking; nonexistent: Revenge was absent 
from his mind. 3. (before a noun] not attentive; preoccu- 
pied; absent-minded: an absent stare. —v. [~ + oneself 
(+ from + obj)) 4. to take or keep (oneself) away: to ab- 
sent oneself from a meeting. —ab/sentely, adv. 
—Related Words. assent is an adjective, ABSENCE is a 
noun: John was absent from school. Any rnore absences 
and John will be dropped from the course. 

ab-sen-tee (ab/san té’) /,absan'tiy/ n. [count] a person 
who is absent. —ab/sen-tee/ism, n. [noncount): a high 
rate of absenteeism from work. 

ab’sent-mind/’ed or ab’sent-mind/ed, adj. preoccu- 
pied with one’s thoughts so as to be unaware or forgetful 


of other matters. —ab/sent-mind/edely, adv. —ab/- 
sent-mind/’ed-ness, n. [noncount] 
ab-sinthe or abssinth (ab/sinth) /'æbsın9/ n. [non- 


count] a strong green liqueur having a bitter licorice fla- 
vor. 

ab-so-lute (ab/sa loot’, ab/sa dot’) /‘xbsoa,luwt, 
,ebso'luwt/ adj. 1. [before a noun] total and complete; 
perfect: That's an absolute fie! 2. not limited by laws or a 
constitution: an absolute monarch. 3. (before a noun] 
not depending on comparison with other things: absolute 
knowledge. —ab/so-lute/ness, n. [noncount] 

ab-so-lute-ly (ab/sa ldct/lé) /abso'luwtliy/ adv. 1. 
completely; totally: Mf is absolutely necessary to finish on 
time. 2. (used as an interjection) certainly: Aren't you 
tired after studying alt night? — Absolutely! 

ab’solute ze’ro, n. [noncount) the temperature of 
—275.16°C (—459.69°F), the point at which all molecules 
stop moving. 

ab-so-lustion (ab/sa 166’shan) /,zbsoa'luwfon/ n. [non- 
count] an act or instance of absolving, esp. the remission 
of sin given by a priest in the sacrament of reconciliation. 
See -SOLV-. 

ab-solve (ab zolv’, -solv’) /ab'zolv, -'solv/ v. [~ + obj 
+ of/from + obj; often: be ~ed of/frorn], -solved, -solv- 
ing. 1. to free from guilt or blame: The accused captain 
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was absolved of any wrongdoing. 2. to release from a 
duty, obligation, or responsibility: to be absolved from 
one’s oath. 3. to grant remission of sins to. See -sotv-. 
ab-sorb (ab s6rb/, -z6rb/) /æb'sərb, -'zorb/ v. [~ + obj) 
1. to suck up or drink in (a liquid); soak up: A sponge 
absorbs water. 2. to take (a company, organization, etc.) 
in and make it part of a larger group; assimilate: incor- 
porate: The empire absorbed many nations. 3. to get the 
full attention of: This book will absorb the serious reader. 
4. to take in without echo or bouncing: walls that absorb 
sound. 5. to take in and utilize: to absorb information. 6. 
to pay for (costs, taxes, etc.): The big company absorbed 
the losses of the smalt company it took over. 
ab-sorb-ed (ab sôrbd/, -z6rbd/) /æb'sərbd, -'zorbd/ adj. 
[wsually: ~ + in/by + obj] fully occupied: She was ab- 
sorbed in reading her book. 

ab-sorb-ent (ab s6r/bant, -z6r/-) /æb'sərbənt, -'zor-/ 
adj. 1. capable of absorbing: absorbent bandages. —n. 
[count] 2. a substance that absorbs. —ab-sorb/en-cy, n. 
[noncount] 

ab-sorb-ing (ab s6r/bing, -z6r/-) /æb ‘sorbin, -'zor-/ adj. 
keeping someone’s full attention: an absorbing book. 

ab-sorp-tion (ab s6rp’shan, -z6rp’-) /æb'sərpfən, 
-‘zorp-/ n. [noncount] 1. the process of absorbing or be- 
ing absorbed. 2. complete involvement: She read her 
book with totat absorption. 

abestain (ab stan’) /æb'steyn/ v. [no obj] 1. [~ + from 
+ obj] to keep oneself from doing, esp. from something 
regarded as improper or unhealthy; refrain: to abstain 
from eating meat; She abstained from smoking and 
drinking for a month. 2. to keep oneself from casting 
one’s vote: a referendum in which two delegates ab- 
stained. —ab-stain/er, n. [count] See -TAIN-. 

ab-ste-mi-ous (ab sté/mé as) /axb'stiymiyas/ adj. spar- 
ing and moderate in eating and drinking; temperate: He 
was absternious in his habits. 

ab-sten-tion (ab sten’shan) /ab 'stenfon/ n. [noncount) 
the practice or act of abstaining. 

ab-stiynence (ab/sta nans) /'æbstənəns/ n. [noncount] 
the keeping of oneself from enjoyment of something: ab- 
stinence from alcohol. —ab/stienent, adj. See -TEN-. 

ab-stract (adj. ab strakt’, ab/strakt; n. ab/strakt; v. ab- 
Strakt’) /adj. xb'strakt, ‘abstrekt; n. læbstrækt; v. 
zb!strekt/ adj. 1. thought of apart from concrete reali- 
ties or specific objects: an abstract idea. 2. (of a word) 
describing a quality or idea apart from any specific object 
or instance: an abstract word like justice. 3. difficult to 
understand; abstruse: an abstract theory. 4. (of art) em- 
phasizing line, color, and shape rather than specific ob- 
jects or forms. —n. [count] 5. a summary of a text, tech- 
nical article, speech, etc: Please include a 250-word 
abstract of the paper. —v. {~ + obj (+ frorn)] 6. to 
make a summary of or from (a piece of writing, a speech, 
etc.); summarize: abstracted the rnain points from the 
essay. ——Idiom. 7. in the abstract, without reference 
to a specific object or instance; in theory: He understood 
the idea in the abstract. —ab-stract’/ly, adv. —ab/- 
stract-ness, n. [noncount] See -TRAC-. 

ab-stract-ed (ab strak/tid) /xb'straktid/ adj. lost in 
thought; preoccupied: an abstracted scientist. 

ab-strac-tion (ab strak’shan) /æb'strækfən/ n. 1. 
[count] an abstract or general idea or term: The idea of 
injustice was just an abstraction to her. 2. [noncount] 
absent-mindedness; inattention. 

ab-struse (ab strdds’) /eb'struws/ adj. hard to under- 
Stand: abstruse theories of time and space. —ab- 
struse/ly, adv. —ab-struse/ness, n. [noncount] 

ab-surd (ab siird’, -ztrd’) /xb'sard, -'z3rd/ adj. without 
sense or logic; contrary to all reason or common sense: 
Buying outdated computers now is clearly absurd. —ab» 
surd/i-ty, n., pl. -ties. [noncount): the absurdity of pay- 
ing taxes twice. [count]: fult of jokes and other absurdi- 
ties. —ab-surd/ly, adv. —abesurd/ness, n. [noncount] 

a-bun-dance (ə bun/dans) /a'bandons/ n. a great 
amount or quantity of: [count usually singular): has an 
abundance of natural resources. [noncount]: has 

_resources in abundance. 

a-bun-dant (ə bun/dent) /o'bandont/ adj. 1. present in 
great quantity; more than adequate: an abundant supply 
of water. 2. [after a noun] well supplied; abounding: a 
river abundant in salmon. —a-bun/dantely, adv. 

abuse (v. ə byōōz/; n. ə bydos’) /v. a'byuwz: n. 
ə'byuws/ v., aebused, a-bus-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
use wrongly or improperly; misuse: to abuse authority. 2. 
to treat in a harmful or injurious way: to abuse a horse 
by naking it run too far. 3. to speak insultingly or 
harshly to or about: to abuse someone over the tele- 
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Phone. 4. to mistreat physically or sexually. —n. 5. 
wrong, improper, or excessive use; misuse: [noncount): 
drug abuse. (count): That act was an abuse of power. 6. 
[noncount] harsh, coarse, insulting language. 7. [non- 
count) harsh treatment: The hostages suffered abuse 
during their captivity. 8. [noncount) physical or sexual 
mistreatment. —a-bussive (ə byod/siv) /a'byuwsiv/ adj. 
—arbursivesly, adv. 

aebut (ə but’) /a'bat/ v., aebuteted, a-but-ting. to be ad- 
jacent; touch or join at the edge or border: [~ + on 
uporVvagainst + obj): The garden abuts on the next yard. 
[~ + obj): The garden abuts the next yard. 

aebut-ment (ə but/mant) /a'batmant/ n. [count] a place 
where projecting parts meet, as in an arch. 

aebuzz (a buz/) /a'baz/ adj. (be + ~ + with] alive with 
activity or talk: The place was abuzz with rumors. 

abysmal (ə biz/mal) /a'bizmal/ adj. 1. of or like an 
abyss: abysmal depths. 2. extremely bad or severe: abys- 
mal weather. —asbys/mal-ly, adv. 

abyss (ə bis’) /a'bis/ n. [count] 1. a deep space, hole, 
or cavity too vast to be measured. 2. the lowest or most 
hopeless depths; hell. 

a-bysseal (ə bis/al) /a'bisal/ adj. 1. of or like an abyss; 
too great to be measured or understood. 2. of or con- 
cerning the deepest areas of the ocean. 

AC, an abbreviation of: 1. air conditioning. 2. Also, ac, 
a.c., A.C. alternating current. 

A/C or a/c, an abbreviation of: 1. account. 2. air con- 
ditioning. 

a-ca-cia (ə ka/sha) /a'keyfo/ n. (count), pl. -cias. a 
small tree or shrub with clusters of small yellow flowers. 

ac-a-demeic (ak’a dem/ik) /,zka'demik/ adj. 1. [before 
a noun) of or relating to a school, esp. one for higher ed- 
ucation: an academic institution. 2. of or relating to 
school subjects that teach general intellectual skills 
rather than specific job skills: academic subjects like 
English and mathematics. 3. not practical or directly use- 
ful: Whether she wanted to come or not is an academic 
question because she’s here now. —n. [count] 4. a stu- 
dent or teacher at a college or university. —ac’a-dem/i- 
cally, adv. 

acea-de-mi-cian (ak’a da mish’an, ə kad/a-) /,zek- 
ada'mifan, ə ,kædə-/ n. [count] a member of an associa- 
tion or institution for the advancement of arts, sciences, 
or letters. 

academy (ə kad’a mē) /ə'kædəmiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-mies. 1. a secondary or high school, esp. a private one. 
2. an association or institution for the advancement of 
art, literature, or science. 3. a school or college for spe- 
cial training: a military academy. 

a-can-thus (ə kan/thas) /ə'kænðəs/ n., pl. -thusees, -thi 
(-thi) /-9ay/. a plant having spiny or toothed leaves and 
showy white or purplish flowers. 

a cap-pel-la (ä/ ka pel’a) /,a ka'pela/ adv., adj. Music. 
without instrumental accompaniment. 

ac-cede (ak séd/) /xk'siyd/ v. [~ + to + obj], -ced-ed, 
-ced-ing. 1. to agree; assent: to accede to a request. 2. 
to attain or assume an office: fo accede to the throne. 
See -CEDE-. 

ac-cel-er-ate (ak sel/a rat’) /xk'selo,reyt/ v., -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. to (cause to) develop, progress, or advance 
faster: [no obj): The unemployment rate accelerated. [~ 
+ obj): Those policies accelerated unemployment. 2. to 
increase the speed (of): [~ + obj]: The driver accelerated 
the car. [no obj): The car accelerated. 3. [~ + obj] to 
hasten the occurrence of: The economic policies acceler- 
ated the recession. —ac-cel-er-astion (ak selə ra/shan) 
/xk,sela'reyfan/ n. (roncount) See -CELER-. 
ac-cel-er-a-tor (ak selə ra/tar) /exk'sela,reytor/ n. 
[count] a device, esp. a pedal, for controlling the speed 
of a motor vehicle engine. See -ceter-. 

ac-cent (n. ak/sent; v. also ak sent/) /n. 'æksent; v. also 
awk'senU n. [count] 1. the amount of prominence of a 
spoken sound, in terms of pronunciation, pitch, or a 
combination of these: The accent in the word “absorb” is 
on the second syllable, “-sorb”. 2. a mark indicating 
stress (as 7, / or ', ,), vowel quality (as French grave `“, 
acute ', circumflex ^), pitch, etc. Also called accent 
mark. 3. a way of pronouncing sounds, words, etc., that 
is usually found in the speech of a particular person, 
group, Or locality: a southern accent. 4. a way of pro- 
nouncing words that is recognized as being of foreign or- 
igin: still speaks with an accent after ten years. 5. special 
attention or emphasis: Our supervisor puts an accent on 
reliability. 6. a symbol used to indicate a particular unit 
of measure, such as feet (’) or inches ("), minutes (‘) or 
seconds ("). —v. [~ + obj] 7. to pronounce (a sound) 
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with extra loudness, extra length, or higher pitch: Accent 
the second syllable in the word “absorb”. 8. to mark with 
a written accent or accents. 9. to emphasize; accentuate. 
—ac-cen/tueal (-sen/choo al) /-'sentfuwal/ adj. 

ac-cen-tu-ate (ak sen/chdo at’) /ek'sentfuw,eyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to give emphasis, importance, or 
prominence to: Try to accentuate the positive aspects. 
—ac-cen-tueaction (ak sen’chdo a/shan) /xek,sentfuw- 
‘eyfan/ n. [noncount) 

ac-cept (ak sept’) /ek'sept/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to take or 
receive (something offered) willingly: She accepted my 
apology. 2. to respond or answer affirmatively to: to ac- 
cept an invitation. 3. to undertake the responsibilities of: 
to accept a job. 4. to admit formally, such as to a college 
or club. 5. to include in a group: Her classmates finally 
accepted the new girl. 6. to accommodate or reconcile 
oneself to: to accept a painful situation. 7. to regard as 
true or sound; believe: cant accept such a wild excuse. 
8. to receive (a transplanted organ or tissue) without a 
bad reaction. Compare resect (def. 7). See -ceP-. 

ac-cept-a-ble (ak sep/ta bal) /ak'septabal/ adj. 1. wor- 
thy or capable of being accepted or received. 2. meeting 
only minimum requirements: barely acceptable school 
grades. 3. capable of being endured; tolerable: accepta- 
ble risks. —ac-ceptea-bil-itty (ak septa bii te) 
/ek,septa'bilitiy/ ac-cept/a-bleeness, n. [noncount] 
—ac-cept/a-bly, adv. See -cEP-. 

ac-cept-ance (ak sep/tans) /xk'septans/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the process or act of accepting. 2. favorable re- 
ception; approval; favor: (noncount): | got a letter of ac- 
ceptance. (count): Acceptances to my invitations kept 
pouring in. 3. [noncount) the act of assenting or believ- 
ing: general acceptance of her theory. See -ceP-. 

ac-cept-ed (ak sep/tid) /xk'septid/ adj. [before a noun) 
generally approved: accepted principles of civilized be- 
havior. 

ac-cept-ing (ak sep/ting) /xk'septin/ adj. [be + ~ + 
of} willing to look upon or regard people or situations in 
a tolerant way: Those people are accepting of hardship. 
See -CcepP-. 

ac-cess (ak/ses) /‘xkses/ n. [noncount) 1. the ability or 
right to enter, approach, or use: Who has access to a 
computer? 2. a way or means of approach or entrance: 
The dead-end street was the only access to their house. 
—v. [~ + obj) 3. a. to enter the system of (a computer). 
b. to obtain (information) from a computer: He accessed 
the data from his laptop. See -c&ss-. 

ac-ces:si-ble (ak ses’a bal) /xk'sesabal/ adj. 1. easy to 
approach, enter, or use: The house was easily accessible. 
2. available: money easily accessible from a cash ma- 
chine. —ac-ces:si-bil-istty (ak ses/a bili tē) /ak,seso- 
‘bilitiy/ n. [noncount]) —ac-ces/si-bly, adv. See -cess-. 

ac-ces-sion (ak sesh/an) /xk'sefan/ n. [noncount) the 
act of taking up a high office or position: her accession to 
the throne of Russia. See -ceéss-. 

ac-ces-sorry (ak ses/a rē) /ek'sesariy/ n. (count), pl. 
-ries. 1. an extra part that improves or completes the 
basic part: The car's accessories included a CD player. 2. 
Law. a person who, although absent, assists in commit- 
ting a felony. See -cess-. 

ac-ci-dent (ak/si dant) /'æksıdənt/ n. [count] 1. an un- 
fortunate happening that occurs unintentionally: An acci- 
dent occurred on the icy road. 2. any event that happens 
unexpectedly: Finding her was a happy accident. 3. by 
accident, unexpectedly: / met her quite by accident. See 
-CIDE-. 

ac-ci-den-tal (ak’si den/t!) /,xksi'dentl/ adj. happening 
by accident and not by plan: an accidental death. —ac’- 
ci-den/talely, adv. 

acclaim (ə klam/) /a'kleym/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to praise or 
greet with loud or enthusiastic approval: The critics ac- 
claimed her book. —n. (noncount) 2. loud or enthusias- 
tic approval or praise; acclamation. See -cLaim-. 

ac-clasmastion (ak/la ma/shan) /,ekla'meyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a loud demonstration of welcome or approval: 
The speech was greeted with acclamation. 2. an affirma- 
tive vote by shouts or applause instead of by ballot: was 
elected by acclamation. 

ac-cliemate (ak/la mat’, ə kimi /‘eklo,meyt, 
a'klaymit/ v. [~ (+ obj) + to + obj), -mat-ed, -mat-ing. 
to accustom or become accustomed to a new climate or 
environment: The foreigners acclimated (themselves) to 
the tropical weather after a few months. —ac-cli-ma: 
tion (ak/la ma/’shan) /,æklə'meyfən/ n. [noncount) 
ac-cli-ma-tize (ə kli/ma tiz’) /a'klayma,tayz/ v. [~ (+ 
obj) + to + obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. to acclimate. —ac-cli- 


masti-za-tion (ə kli/mə ta zā/shən) la klayməatə'zey fən/ 
n. [noncounte) 

ac»cliv-iety (ə kliv/i tē) /a'klivitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 
an upward slope, as of a hill. 

ac-co-lade (ak/a lād/, -lad’) l'ækə,leyd, -,lad/ n. [count] 
any award, honor, or notice of praise. 

ac-com-mo-date (ə kom/sa dat’) /a'koma,deyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to do a favor to or for: provide 
for suitably: accommodated both new and old customers. 
2. [not: be + ~ing) to have enough room or lodging for; 
to make room for: The convention center can accommo- 
date over 400 guests. 3. to adjust: She accommodated 
herself to the new rules. See -mop-. —Syn. See CONTAIN. 

ac-com-moedat-ing (9 kom/a da/’ting) /a'koma,deytin/ 
adj. eager to help or please; obliging: The guide was 
very accommodating when we asked to see the old nins. 

ac-com-mo-dartion (ə kom/a da/shen) /a,komoa- 
‘deyfon/ n. 1. (count) Usually, accommodations. [pili- 
ral] lodging: The accommodations at that hotel were 
quite luxurious. 2. adjustment or reconciliation: [non- 
count]: seeking accommodation from both sides in the 
dispute. [count]: made a small accommodation to their 
request. 3. [count] (in business) a loan. 

acecom'pa.niement (ə kum/pə ni ment, ə kump/ni-) 
/a'kaAmponimoant, o'kampni-/ n. [count] something that 
accompanies, esp. a musical part supporting the princi- 
pal part: a piano accompaniment. 

ac-com:-parnist (ə kum/pa nist, ə kump/nist) 
/a'kampanist, a'kampnist/ n. [count] a performer of mu- 
sical accompaniments. 

ac-com-parny (ə kum/pa nē) /o'kamponiy/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nied, -ny-ing. 1. to go with: She accompanied me 
on that journey 2. to be in association with: Rain accom- 
panied the thunder. 3. to play or sing an accompaniment 
to: | accompanied her on guitar. 

ac-com:plice (ə kom/plis) /a'komplis/ n. [count] a per- 
son who knowingly helps another in a crime. See -PLic-. 

ac-com-plish (ə kom/plish) /a'komplif/ v. [~ + obj] to 
bring to a successful conclusion or end; achieve: The pi- 
lot accomplished his mission. 

ac-com-plished (ə kom/plisht) /o'komplift/ adj. skilled; 
expert: His daughter is an accomplished pilot. 

ac-com:-plishement (ə kom/plish ment) /a'komplif- 
mont/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of accomplishing. 2. 
[count] anything accomplished, esp. an achievement 
done with skill. 

ac-cord (ə k6érd/’) /ə'kərd/ v. 1. [~ + with + obj] to 
agree: Refunding money without a receipt doesn’t accord 
with company policy. 2. [~ + obj + obj] to grant; be- 
Stow: They accorded the president great honor. —n. 
[Count] 3. an agreement, esp. an international agree- 
ment: an accord banning nuclear weapons in Space. 
—Idiom. 4. in accord with, [~ + obj] in agreement or 
harmony with: That promotion was in accord with the 
managers wishes. 5. of one’s own accord, voluntarily 
or willingly: She did the extra work of her own accord. 6. 
with one accord, with everyone in agreement: They 
stood and with one accord sang the old hymn. See 
-CORD-. 

ac-cord-ance (ə k6ér/dns) /a'kordns/ n. —ZJdiom. in 
accordance with, in conformity with: in accordance with 
the law. 

ac-cord-ing-ly (ə kdér/ding lē) /o'kordinliy/ adv. 1. 
therefore; so: Dinner was at eight o'clock; accordingly we 
arrived at 7:45. 2. in a manner that fits: I you are rude 
to others, expected to be treated accordingly. 

accord/ing to’, prep. 1. in accord with or in a way that 
fits: They were rewarded according to how hard they 
worked, 2. as stated by: According to my dictionary, 
there are several meanings for that word. 

ac-cor-diron (ə k6r/dé an) /a'kordiyon/ n. [count] a 
portable musical instrument with a keyboard and a pair 
of bellows for forcing air through small reeds. —ac-cor’- 
di-onsist, n. [count] 

ac-cost (ə kôst/, a kost/) /a'kost, a'knst/ v. [~ + obj} to 
approach and speak to (someone), esp. in an aggressive 
manner. 

ac-count (ə kount/) /a'kawnt/ n. 1. [count] a description 

of events or situations: an eyewitness account. 2. [count] 

an amount of money deposited with a bank: a savings 

account, 3. [count] a statement or record of financial 
transactions: The accounts show us to be in trouble. 4. 
[count] a formal record of how much is owed to a partic- 
ular person, business, etc: He hasn't settled his account 

yet. 5. [noncount)] a business relation in which credit is 
used: He bought the clothes on account. —v. [~ + for 
+ obj] 6. to give an explanation for: Can you account for 
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your fingerprints on the gun? 7. to be the cause or 

source of: The New York market accounts for a lot of our 

sales. —Idiom. 8. call to account, [call + obj + to + 
~] a. to hold accountable; blame. b. to ask for an expla- 
nation of. 9. hold to account, [hold + Eo ie i) ab AF 
to consider responsible and answerable: held the treas- 
urer to account for the loss. 10. on account of, because 

of: The game was postponed on account of rain. 11. on 
no account, absolutely not: On no account should you 

hesitate to call on us. 12. on someone's account, for 
the sake of someone: Dont do it on my account. 13. 

take account of, [~ + obj] to consider; make allow- 

ance for: took account of the chance of rain. 14. take 
into account, to take into consideration: (take + into + 
~ + obj): didn't take into account the cost of the project. 
(take + obj + into + ~): took it into account. 

ac-count-a-ble (ə koun/ta bal) /o'kawntabal/ adj. 1. [be 
+ ~ + to/for + obj] answerable (to); responsible (for): / 
am accountable to my supervisor. | am accountable for 
my own work. 2. [be + ~) able to be explained: His 
actions were not believably accountable. —ac-counteas 
bil-iety (ə koun/ta bil/i tē) /3,kawnta'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count] —ac-count/a-bly, adv. 

ac-count-an:cy (ə koun/tn sé) /a ‘kawntn siy/ n. [non- 
count) accounting: a degree in accountancy. 

ac-count-ant (ə koun/’tnt) /a'kawntnt/ n. [count] a per- 
son whose profession is accounting. 

ac-count-ing (ə koun/ting) /3'kawntin/ n. (noncount) 
the business or work of organizing, maintaining, and 
checking financial records. 

ac-cou-ter-ments or accoutrements (o kōo’trə- 
mənts, -tər-) /a'kuwtramonts, -tər-/ n. [plural clothing 
and equipment: all the accoutrements of a big game 
hunter. 

ac-credit (ə kred/it) /a'kredit/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to certify 
as meeting official requirements. 2. to provide with 
credentials: to accredit a diplomatic envoy. —ac-cred’i- 
ta/tion, n. [noncount): accreditation of the college. 

ac-cre-tion (ə kré/shan) /a'kriyfan/ n. an increase by 
growth or addition: [noncount}: gradual accretion of coral 
in the sea. (count): an accretion of wealth. 

accrue (ə kroo/) /a'kruw/ v., -crued, -crusing. 1. [no 
obj) to grow or increase over time, esp. by adding gradu- 
ally: The interest accrued at 6% a year. 2. [~ + obj] to 
collect and allow to accumulate: She accrued some fine 
paintings. 

acct., an abbreviation of: 1. account. 2. accountant. 

ac-cul-tur-a-tion (ə kul/cha rā/shən) /a,kaltfa'reyfan/ 
n. [noncount)] the adoption of characteristics of a culture 
not one’s own. 

ac-cuemurlate (a kydo/mye at’) /a'kyuwmya,leyt/ v., 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to gather or collect, esp. by degrees; 
heap up: [~ + obj]: had accumulated a large collection 
of papers and books. [no obj): Dust accumulated on the 
desktop. —ac-cusmuclation (ə kydo/mya_ 1a/shan) 
/a,kyuwmya'leyfan/ n. [noncount; count] —acecusmuslae 
tive (ə kyoo/mya la/tiv, -lə tiv) /a'kyuwmya,leytiv, -lə tiv/ 
adj. 

ac-Currascy (ak/yar ə sé) /'ækyər ə siy/ n. [noncount] 
exactness; Correctness; precision. 

ac-currate (ak/yar it) /'ækyərıt/ adj. free from error: 
carefully precise: accurate calculations. —ac/curatecly, 
adv. —ac/currate-ness, n. [moncount] See -cura-. 

ac-curs-ed (ə ktir/sid, ə kirst’) /o'karsid, a'karst/ also 
ac-curst (ə karst’) /a'karst/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
damnable; terrible: told an accursed lie. 2. being under a 
curse. —ac-curs/edely, adv. 

ac-cursa-tion (ak/y66 za/shan) /wkyu'zeyfan/ n. 1. 
[count] a charge of guilt or blame: false accusations. 2. 
[noncount) the act of accusing: protested the accusation 
of the young man. —ac-cussa-toery (Ə kyoo/za tôr/ē, 
-tōr/ē) /a'kyuwza,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 

ac-cursartive (ə kydo/za tiv) /a'kyuwzativ/ adj. 1. of or 
naming a grammatical case that indicates the object of a 
verb or sometimes a preposition: fn Latin the word puél- 
lam is the accusative form for “girl” when it is used as a 
direct object. —n. (count) 2. the accusative case, or a 
word in the accusative case: Use the accusative in the 
next sentence. 

acecuse (ə kyooz/) /a'kyuwz/ v. [~ + obj (+ of + obj)], 
-cused, -cus-ing. to charge with a fault, offense, or 
crime: They accused him (of murder). —ac-cus/er, n. 
(count) 

ac-cus-tom (ə kus/tam) /a'kastom/ v. [~ + obj + to + 

obj] to make (something) become familiar by use or 

habit; habituate: had to accustom themselves to the cli- 

mate. 
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ac-cus-tomed (ə kus’tamd) /a'kastamd/ adj. 1. [before 
a noun) customary: took her accustorned place in line. 2. 
[be + ~ + to] used to: was accustomed to getting his 
own way. 

AC/DC (ā/sē dé/sé) /,cysiy'diysiy/ 1. an abbreviation of: 
alternating current or direct current. —adj. 2. Slang. bi- 
sexual. 

ace (as) /cys/ n., v., aced, acing, adj. —n. [count] l.a 
playing card with a single spot: an ace of hearts. 2. (in 
tennis, etc.) a point made on an untouched serve. 3. a 
fighter pilot who downs at least five enemy aircraft. 4. an 
expert: the ace of the pitching staff. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to 
win a point against (an opponent) with an ace: aced his 
opponent ten times in the match, 6. Slang. to defeat, 
esp. easily: (~ (+ out) + obj]: She aced (out) her oppo- 
nent. [~ + obj + out): aced him out. 7. Slang. to re- 
ceive a grade of A in or on: aced the course. —adj. 8. 
[before a noun] excellent: an ace player. —Idiom. 9. 
ace in the hole, (count] an advantage held in reserve: 
His ace in the hole was the secret report he had on their 
finances. Also, ace up one’s sleeve. 

a-cer-bic (ə sir/bik) /ə'ssrbık/ adj. 1. sour or bitter in 
taste. 2. sharply or bitterly severe: acerbic criticism. 
—a-cer’bi-cal-ly, adv. —a-cer/bi-ty, n. [noncount] See 
-ACR-. 

a-ce-ta-min-o-phen (ə sé/ta min’a fen) /ə,siytə'mınə- 
fon/ n. [noncount) a crystal-like substance used to re- 
duce pain or fever. 

ac-e-tate (as/i tat’) /'æsı,teyt/ n. (Noncount) a synthetic 
material used to make cloth. 

a-cestic (ə sé/tik, ə setik) /a'siytik, o'setik/ adj. of or 
producing vinegar or acetic acid. 

ace’tic ac/id, n. (noncount) a strong-smelling liquid, 
the essential substance of vinegar. 

ac-e-tone (as/i ton’) /‘esi,town/ n. [noncount] a flam- 
mable liquid used in paints and varnishes, as a solvent, 
etc. —ac-e-ton-ic (as/i ton/ik) /,esi'tonik/ adj. 

a-cet-y-lene (ə set/l én’, -in) /a'setl,iyn, -in/ n. (non- 
count] a colorless gas, used esp. in metal cutting and 
welding. 

ache (ak) /eyk/ v., ached (akt) /eykt/ ach-ing, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to have a continuous dull pain: His back 
ached from lifting. 2. to want (something) very much; 
yearn; long: [~ + for + obj]: was aching for a hot 
shower. [~ + to + verb]: ached to have a drink. —n. 
[count] 3. a continuous dull pain. —ach/inerly, adv. 
—ach/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 
a-chieve (ə chev’) /a'tfiyv/ v., achieved, a-chiev-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to bring to a successful end; to get by ef- 
fort: achieved her goal of becoming vice-president. 2. 
[no obj] to perform successfully: Some smart children 
still do not achieve in school. —a-chiev/a-ble, adj. 

a-chiev/er, n. [count] 

achievement (ə chēv/ mnt) /ə 'tfiyy mnt/ n. 1. [non- 
count) successful accomplishment: a sense of achieve- 
ment. 2. [count] something successfully accomplished or 
performed: 50 home runs was quite an achievement. 

Achilles heel’ (ə kil’éz) /a'kiliyz/ n. [count] a weak or 
vulnerable spot: His generous nature was his Achilles 
heel in business dealings. 

ac-id (as/id) /‘xsid/ n. 1. a chemical substance capable 
of turning blue litmus paper red; a substance with a sour 
taste: [Noncount); How mucli acid is in the soil? (count): 
An acid will dissolve the grease. 2. [noncount] Slang. the 
drug LSD. —adj. 3. belonging or relating to acids. 4. 
sharp or biting to the taste; sour: the acid flavor of lime. 
5. sharp, biting, or sarcastic: acid criticism. —a-cidsic (3- 
sid/ik) /a'sidik/ adj. —a-cid/iety, n. (noncount]) —ac/- 
id-ly, adv. —ac/ideness, 1. (rmoncount] See -Acr-. 

ac/id rain’, n. (noncoung rain containing acid-forming 
chemicals, resulting from the release into the atmos- 
phere of industrial pollutants: Acid rain has darnaged 
trees and lakes in the environment. 

ac/id test’, 1. (count) a difficult test that proves 
whether something is true, good, etc: The ability to con- 
vince a reader is the acid test of writing skill. 

a-cid-u-lous (ə sij’a las) /ə'sıd3ələs/ adj. harsh; biting: 
The prosecutors acidulous remarks offended the jury. 

-acious, suffix. -acious is attached to some roots to form 
adjectives, with the meaning “tending to; abounding in:” 
tenacious (from ter- “hold on” + -acious) = tending to 
hold on; loquacious (from loq(u)- “talk” + -acious) = 
tending to talk. Compare -ous. 

-acity, suffix. -acity is attached to some roots to form 
nouns, with the meaning “tendency toward; abundance 
in:” tenacity (from ten- “hold on” + -acily) = tendency 
toward holding oul. 
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ac-knowl-edge (ak nol/ij) /xk'nvlid3/ v., -edged, -edg- 
ing. 1. to admit to be real or true: (~ + obj): The loser 
acknowledged defeat. [~ + that clause): acknowledged 
that he had been defeated. 2. [~ + obj (+ with + obj)) 
to show or express recognition of: The teacher acknowl- 
edged my presence with a smile. 3. [~ + obj] to recog- 
nize the authority or validity of: acknowledged the truth 
of the accusations against him. 4.(~ + obj] to show or 
express appreciation for: She acknowledged the ap- 
plause. 5. [~ + obj] to make known the receipt of: He 
wrote a thank-you note to acknowledge the gift. 

ac-knowl-edg-ment (ak nol/ij mnt) /æk 'nolid3 mnt/ n. 
1. (noncount; often: in + ~ (+ of] the act of acknowl- 
edging. 2. [count] a message testifying to the receipt of 
something: sent an acknowledgment that the gift had ar- 
rived. 3. [count; often plural a piece of writing in a book 
thanking the people who have helped the author. Also, 
esp. Brit., accknowl/edge-ment. 

ACLU or A.C.L.U., an abbreviation of: American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

acme (ak/mé) /‘xkmiy/ n. (count; usually singular) the 
highest point or stage; peak: reached the acme of suc- 
cess. 

acene (ak/né) /'ækniy/ n. [noncount) a disorder of cer- 
tain glands on the skin, characterized by pimples on the 
face, neck, and upper back. 

ac-o-lyte (ak/o lit’) /'ækə,layt/ n. (count) 1. an attend- 
ant to a clergyman in a religious service. 2. any attend- 
ant or follower. 

acorn (ā/kôrn, ā/kərn) /‘eykorn, 'eykarn/ n. (count) the 
nut of an oak tree. 

a-coustic (ə kdd/stik) /a'kuwstik/ also aecous/ti-cal, 
adj. (before a noun) 1. concerning hearing, sound, or 
the science of sound: the acoustic abilities of dolphins. 
2. designed for controlling sound: acoustic tile. 3. 
sounded without electric or electronic enhancement: an 
acoustic guitar. —a-cous/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

a-cousetics (ə kod/stiks) /a'kuwstiks/ n. 1. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb) the branch of physics that 

Is with sound and sound waves. 2. (plural; used with 
a plural verb) the qualities of an enclosed space that de- 
termine how sounds are carried to a listener: The acous- 
tics of the concert hall were good. 

ac-quaint (ə kwant/) /a'kweynt/ v. [~ + obj + with + 
obj) to make familiar or conversant; inform: / acquainted 
therin with living conditions abroad. 

ac-quaint-ance (ə kwan/tns) /a'kweyntns/ n. 1. [count] 
a person whom one knows Casually: only a business ac- 
guaintance. 2. personal knowledge or information: [7on- 
count): his acquaintance with African literature. [count]: I 
have some acquaintance with the Swedish language. 

acquaint/ance rape’, n. [noncount) forced sexual in- 
tercourse with a person known to the victim. 

ac-qui-esce (ak/we es’) /aekwiy'es/ v. [no obj; (~ + 
into + obj), -esced, -esc-ing. to agree or accept to do 
(something) without protest; comply: The president ac- 
quiesced in the budget cutting plan. —ac’/qui-es/cence, 
n. [(noncount]) —ac/qui-es/cent, adj. See -Quie-. 

acequire (ə kwi®r’) /a'kway*r/ v. [~ + obj], -quired, 
-quir-ing. to get possession of, or gain through one’s ef- 
forts: acquired two new paintings; acquired new Skills. 
—ac-quir/a-ble, adj. —ac-quire/ment, n. [noncount) 

ac-quiesi-tion (ak/wi zish’on) /ekwi'zifan/ n. 1. (non- 
count] the act of acquiring. 2. [count] something ac- 
quired: His latest acquisition was a new Car. See -Quis-. 
ac-quis-irtive (ə kwiz/i tiv) /a'kwizitiv/ adj. tending or 
seeking to acquire, often greedily: was particularly ac- 
guisitive when it came to buying luxuries. —ac-quis/i+ 
tive-ly, adv. —ac-quis/i-tive-ness, n. (noncount) 
acquit (ə kwit’) /a'kwit/ v., -quit-ted, -quit-ting. 1. (~ 
+ obj (+ of + obj)) to declare not guilty of a crime or 
offense: The jury acquitted her of all charges. 2. [~ + 
oneself] to conduct (oneself); behave: acquitted himself 
well in his first game. See -Quit-. 

ac-quit-tal (ə kwit/l) /a 'kwit|/ n. the act of declaring 
someone not guilty: (noncount}): The jury voted for ac- 
guittal. (count): How many acquittals were there? 

-acr-, root. -acr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sharp”. This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ACERBIC, ACRID, ACRIMONIOUS, EXACERBATE. 

a-cre (a/kar) /eykar/ n. [count] a unit of land measure, 
equal to 43,560 square feet. 

a-cre-age (a/kar ij) /‘eykorid3/ n. [noncount; count) ex- 
tent or area in acres; total number of acres. 

acerid (ak/rid) /‘xkrid/ adj. 1. strong in taste or smell: 
acrid fumes. 2. stinging; bitter: acrid rernarks. —ac/- 
rid-ly, adv. —ac/rid-ness, n. (Noncount) See -aAcr-. 


aceriemorni-ous (ak/ri mō nē as) /ækrı mow niy əs/ 
adj. marked by bitterness: an acrimonious argument. 
See -ACR-. 

ac-rimo.ny (ak/’rə mō/nē) l'ækrəmowniy/ n. [non- 
count) bitterness of manner, speech, etc: The dispute 
was filled with acrimony. See -acr-. 

-acro-, root. -acro- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “high.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ACROBAT, ACRONYM, ACROPHOBIA. 

ac-ro-bat (ak/ra bat’) /'ækrə bæt/ n. (count) a performer 
of gymnastic feats. —ac/ro-bat/ic, adj. See -acro-. 

ac-ro-bat-ics (ak/ra bat/iks) /zkro'batiks/ n. 1. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb) the art or practice of 
acrobatic feats. 2. [piral; used with a plural verb] feats 
of an acrobat; gymnastics: The acrobatics of the high- 
wire performers were thrilling. 3. (plural; used with a plu- 
ral verb] something marked by agility: verbal acrobatics. 
See -ACRO-. 

acronym (ak/ra nim) /‘ekranim/ n. [count] a word 
formed from the initial letters or groups of letters of the 
words in a name or phrase, as WAC from Wornen’s Army 
Corps, or AIDS from acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome. Compare ABBREVIATION. See -ACRO-, -ONYM-. 

ac-ro*phoebiea (ak/ra fō/bē ə) /,ekra'f owbiya/ n. [non- 
count) fear of being at high places. —ac/ro-pho/bic, 
adj., n. [count] See -acro-. 

across (ə krôs/, ə kros/) /a'kros, a'kros/ prep. 1. from 
One Side to the other of: a bridge across a river. 2. on or 
to the other side of; beyond: across the sea. 3. so as to 
cross: The path cut across the meadow. —adv. 4. from 
one side to another; wide: The crater was a mile across. 
5. on the other side: We‘! soon be across. 

across’-the-board’, adj. applying to all inclusively; 
general: an across-the-board pay increase. 

aecryleic (ə krilik) /o'krilik/ adj. 1. of or derived from 
acrylic acid. —n. 2. [noncount] a paint with acrylic in it. 
3. [count] a picture done with acrylic paint. 

acryl/ic ac/id, n. [noncount) a strong-smelling liquid 
used in the manufacture of plastics. 

-act-, root. -act- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to do, move”. It is related to the root -ac-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: ACT, ACTION, EXACT, IN- 
EXACT, TRANSACT. 

act (akt) /ekt/ n. [count] 1. anything done or to be 
done; deed: an act of mercy. 2. the process of doing: 
caught in the act. 3. [sometimes: Act] a formal decision, 
law, or the like; a decree or edict: an act of Congress. 4. 
one of the main divisions of a play or opera: a drama in 
three acts. 5. a short performance by one or more en- 
tertainers, usually part of a variety show, circus, etc.: an 
acrobatic act. 6. [usually singular] a display of insincere 
behavior assumed for effect; pretense: Her apology was 
all an act. —v. 7. [no obj] to do something; carry out an 
action. 8. [no obj; (~ + on + obj)] to reach or issue a 
decision on some matter: Congress failed to act (on the 
tax bill). 9. [no obj] to operate or function in a particular 
way: acted as manager. 10. to produce an effect: The 
medicine failed to act. 11. to conduct oneself in a partic- 
ular fashion: [no obj): acted foolishly. [~ + obj): to act 
one’s age. 12. [no obj) to pretend; feign: was just acting 
and wasn't really sorry. 13. to perform as an actor: [no 
obj): has acted on Broadway. [~ + obj): to act Macbeth. 
14. act on or upon, [~ + on/ipon + obj) a. to act in 
accordance with; follow: will act on (upon) your wishes 
immediately. b. to have an effect on; affect: The aspirin 
acted on the pain. 15. act out, a. [~ + out + obj] to 
show or express by gestures or actions: He acted out his 
frustrations by throwing things. b. to perform: [~ + out 
+ obj): The students acted out the roles in the play. [~ 
+ obj + ont]: to act the roles out. 16. act up, [no obj] 
a. to fail to function properly: The car's transmission is 
acting up. b. to behave willfully: The tired, cranky child 
acted up during the wedding. c. (of a recurring ailment) 
to become troublesome: His rheumatism is acting up. 
—Idiom. 17. clean up one’s act, to begin to behave in 
a more socially acceptable way. 18. get or have one’s 
act together, to behave or function responsibly and effi- 
ciently. 19. in the act of, in the process of: was caught 
in the act of climbing out the window. See -act-. 

act-ing (ak/ting) /‘wktin/ adj. 1. [before a noun] serving 
temporarily, esp. as a substitute during another's ab- 
sence: an acting mayor. —n. [noncount] 2. the occupa- 
tion or performance of an actor or actress. 

ac-tion (ak/shan) /‘wkfon/ n. 1. [noncount] the process 
or state of acting or functioning; the state of being active: 
We saw the team in action. 2. [count] something done or 
performed; act; deed: His heroic actions on the battle- 
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field. 3. [noncomnt) energetic, decisive activity: a man of 
action, 4. [noncomnt] effect or influence: the action of 
morphine on pain. 5. [noncount] the mechanism by 
which something is operated, as that of a gun or a piano. 
6. [nonconnt] military combat: saw action in the war. 7. 
[count; usually singular] the story line of a literary or dra- 
matic work: The movie's action takes place in Mexico. 8. 
legal proceeding instituted by one party against another: 
[count]: instituted an action against the thief. [nonconnte): 
fo bring action against a felon. 9. [nonconnt] Slang. in- 
teresting or exciting activity: to go where the action is. 
—Idiom. 10. piece of the action, /nformal. a share in 
financial gain: The investor wanted to get a piece of the 
action. See -act-. 

ac-tion-a-ble (ak/shan ə bl) /'ækfən ə bl/ adj. (often: be 
+ ~] giving cause or reason for legal action: actionable 
accusations. 

ac-ti-vate (ak/ta vat’) /‘akto,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], -vat-ed, 
-vat-ing. 1. to make active; cause to function or act: 
Pushing the switch activates the car alarm. 2. to place (a 
military unit) on an active status: activated the national 
guard unit. —ac-ti-va-tion (ak/ta va/shan) 
/wekto'veyfan/ n. [noncount] —ac/ti-va/tor, n. [count] 
See -Act-. 

ac-tive (ak/tiv) /'æktıv/ adj. 1. engaged in action or ac- 
tivity: an active life. 2. being in existence, progress, or 
motion: active hostilities. 3. marked by energetic involve- 
ment: active support. 4. involving physical exertion: ac- 
tive sports. 5. characterized by current activity, participa- 
tion, or use: an active chib member; an active bank 
account. 6. having a great deal of vigorous activity: an 
active stock market. 7. (of a chemical) effective; capable 
of producing an effect: Active ingredients in that tooth- 
paste prevent cavities. 8. of or relating to a voice in 
grammar, a verb form, or construction in which the sub- 
ject is usually the person or thing that performs or 
causes the action of the verb. In the verb form write in } 
write letters every day, the verb write is active (Opposed 
to passive). 9. (of a volcano) currently in eruption or 
likely to erupt. 10. (of military personnel) currently on 
duty and prepared for military action. —n. [count] 11. 
the active voice, or a form in this voice: Put that verb into 
the active. —ac/tiverly, adv. —ac/tive-ness, n. [non- 
count] See -act-. 

ac-tiveism (ak/ta viz/em) /xkto,vizom/_n. [noncount) 
the belief in or practice of vigorous action or involvement 
to achieve political or other goals. —ac/tiv-ist, n. 
[count], adj. 

acetiveiety (ak tiv/i tē) /ek'tivitiy/ n., ph -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the state or quality of being active or lively. 2. 
[count] a specific deed, action, or function: social activi- 
ties. 

ac-tor (ak/tar) /'æktər/ n. [count] 1. a person who acts 
in stage plays, motion pictures, etc. 2. a participant: ac- 
tors in history's great events. 

ac-tress (aktris) /‘ektris/ n. [count] a woman who acts 
in stage plays, motion pictures, etc. 

ac-tueal (ak/chdo al) /‘ektfuwol! adj. [before a noun] 
existing in act, fact, or reality; real: the actual cost. 
—ac/turalely, adv. —Related Words. actuat is an ad- 
jective, acTuauity is a noun, ACTUALLY is an adverb, ACTU- 
ALIZE is a verb: The actual facts are these. In actuality, the 
quarter didn't disappear, it was in the magician’s hand. 
Actually | wanted to stay home. He wanted to actualize 
his potential. 

ac-tuealeiety (ak/choo al/i tē) /æktfuw ‘wh tiy/ n, pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncount] reality: in actuality. 2. (count; usnally 
plural] real conditions or facts: the actualities of the case. 

ac-tueal-ize (ak/chdd ə liz’) /'æktfuwə,layz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -izeing. to make actual or real; turn into ac- 
tion or fact. —ac-tusal-iezaetion (ak/chdo ə lə za/shan) 
/ektfuwola'zeyfan/ n. [nonconnt] 

ac-tueary (ak/choo er/é) /'æktfuweriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ar-ies. a person who computes insurance premium 
rates, dividends, risks, etc., based on statistical data. 
—ac-turareieal (ak/choo ar/é al) /wktfuw'eariyol/ adj. 

ac-tu-ate (ak/chdo at’) /'æktfuw,eyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to move to action: He was actuated by 
selfish motives. 2. to put into action: to actuate a ma- 
chine. —ac+turartion (ak/chdd 4/shan) /ektfuw'eyfan/ 
n. [Noncount]) —ac/tuea/tor, n. [count] 

a-cusiety (ə kydo/i tē) /o'kyuwitiy/ n. [noncomnt] sharp- 
ness; acuteness: visual acuity; mental acuity. See -acr-. 

a-cuemen (ə kyd6’man, ak/ya-) /a'kyuwmon, 'ækyə-/ n. 
[noncount] sharp or keen insight; shrewdness: business 
acumen. See -ACR-. 

ac-uspunc-ture (ak/yso pungk’chər) /xkyu,panktfar/ n. 
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[noncount] a Chinese medical practice that treats illness 
or provides local pain relief by inserting needles at speci- 
fied places in the body. —ac/u-punc/tur-ist, n. [count] 
See -ACR-, -PUNCT-. 

a-cute (a kyoot’) /a'kyuwt/ adj. 1. sharp or severe in ef- 
fect; intense: acute pain. 2. extremely great or serious; 
critical: an acute shortage of oil. 3. (of disease) of sud- 
den onset and severe (disting. from chronic): acute bron- 
chitis. 4. very sharp in intellect, insight, or perception. 5. 
extremely sensitive: acute hearing. 6. a. (of an angle) 
less than 90°. b. (of a triangle) containing only acute an- 
gles. —a-cute/ly, adv. —a-cute/ness, n. [noncount] 
See -ACR-. 

acute’ ac/cent, n. [count] a mark (’) placed over a 
vowel, esp. to show that the vowel is close or tense, as in 
French é, or long, as in Hungarian, or that the vowel or 
the syllable it is in bears the word stress, as in Spanish, 
or is pronounced with raised pitch, as in Classical Greek. 

ad (ad) /xd/ n. [count] 1. an advertisement. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. advertising: an ad agency. 

A.D. or AD, an abbreviation of Latin anno Domini: in the 
year of the Lord; since Christ was born (used with dates): 
Charlemagne was born in A.D. 742. 

ad-age (ad/ij) /'ædıd3/ n. [count] a traditional saying ex- 
pressing a common experience or observation; proverb: 
the old adage ‘a stitch in time saves nine”. 

a-da-gio (ə dä/jō, -zhé 6’) /a'dad3zow, -3ly,ow/ Music. 
—adv. 1. slowly. —adj. 2. slow. 

ad-a-mant (ad’a ment, -mant’) /'ædəmənt, -mænt/ adj. 
unyielding; inflexible: an adamant refusal. [be + ~ (+ 
that clause)]: He was adamant that he was in the right. 
—ad/a-mant-ly, adv. 

Adam's ap’ple (ad’amz) /'ædəmz/ n. [count] a lump 
of cartilage at the front of the throat that, esp. in men, 
sticks out. 

a-dapt (ə dapt’) /o'dept/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to make suita- 
ble to new or different requirements or conditions; adjust 
or modify appropriately: They adapted the movie for a TV 
miniseries. 2. [~ (+ oneself) + to + obj)] to adjust one- 
self to different conditions, environment, etc.: My children 
adapted (themselves) to life abroad quite smoothly. 
—a-dapt-a-bil-i-ty (a dap/te bili tē) /o,dapta'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount]) —a-dapt’a-ble, adj. See -APT-. 

ad-ap-ta-tion (ad/əp tā/shən) /,edap'teyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or process of adapting or the state of 
being adapted. 2. [count] a change of a book, story, or 
other writing to a new form: The movie was an adapta- 
tion of a novel. 

a-dapt-er or asdap-tor (a dap’tar) /a'dxptar/ n. [count] 
1. one that adapts. 2. a connector for joining parts or 
devices having different sizes, designs, etc. 

add (ad) /ed/ v. 1. [~ + obj + to + obj] to unite or join 
so as to bring about an increase: We added a few more 
students to the class. 2. [~ + obj] to find the sum of: We 
added the four numbers together. 3. (no obj) to perform 
arithmetic addition: She could add almost as fast as a 
calculator. 4. [~ + (that) clause] to say or write further: 
I'd like to add that I'm pleased to be here tonight. 5. [~ 
+ to + obj) to be an addition: His illness added to the 
family’s troubles. 6. add up, a. to amount to the correct 
total: [no obj): These figures don't add up right. (~ + up 
+ obj): Add up the numbers. [~ + obj + up]: Add the 
numbers up. b. [no obj) to seem reasonable or consist- 
ent: The facts in that mystery just didn't add up. 7. add 
up to, [~ + up + to + obj) to amount to: His ideas 
didn’t add up to anything important. —add/a-ble, addi- 
ble, adj. 
ad-den-dum (ə den’dam) /o'dendom/ n. [count], pl. -da 
(-da). something added; esp., a section added to a book. 
ad-der (ad/ar) /'ædər/ n. [count] 1. the common Euro- 
pean viper. 2. a snake resembling the viper. 
ad-dict (n. ad/ikt; v. ə dikt”) /n. ‘wdikt: v. o'dikt/ n. 
[count] 1. one who is addicted to a substance, activity, or 
habit: a drug addict; a sports addict. —v. [~ + obj; usu- 
ally: be + addicted + to + obj) 2. to cause to become 
physiologically or psychologically dependent on an addic- 
tive substance: was addicted to cocaine. 3. to devote 
(oneself) compulsively or obsessively: was addicted to 
jogging. —ad-dic/tive, adj. 
ad-dic-tion (a dik’shan) /a 'dikfan/ n. 1. [(noncount) the 
state of being addicted to something. 2. [count] an ex- 
ample or case of this: had addictions to nicotine and al- 
coltol. 
ad-dietion (a dish/ən) /a'difan/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
or process of adding or uniting: Figure out your answer 
by addition. 2. [count] anything added, such as a room 
added to a building: They built an addition to their 
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house. —Idiom. 3. in addition, besides; also: She can 
sing, and, in addition, she can dance. 4. in addition to, 
as well as; besides: /n addition to being a singer, she’s a 
dancer. —ad-di/tion-al, adj. —ad-di/tioneal-ly, adv. 

ad-di-tive (ad/i tiv) /‘editiv/ n. [count] something added 
to alter or improve the quality: food additives. 

ad-dle (ad/l) /‘xdl/ v., -dled, -dling. 1. [~ + obj] to 
make confused: a brain addled by drugs. 2. [no obj) to 
become rotten, as eggs. 

add/-on’, n. [count] anything added on: Air-conditioning 
was an add-on to the price of the car. 

ad-dress (n. ə dres’, adres; v. ə dres’) /n. a'dres, 
'edres; v. ə'dres/ n. 1. [count] a. the place or name of 
the place where a person, organization, or the like is lo- 
cated or may be reached. b. the directions for delivery 
written on the outside of something to be mailed, as a 
letter. 2. [count] a usually formal speech or written state- 
ment: The senator delivered a passionate address. 3. 
[noncount] the proper name or title for use in speaking 
or writing to a person: forms of address. 4. [count] a 
code that designates the location of information stored in 
computer memory. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to direct a speech 
or statement to: The president addressed the nation. 6. 
[~ + obj + to + obj] to communicate: She addressed 
her remarks to the group. 7. [~ + obj + as + obj) to 
use a specified form or title in speaking or writing to: Ad- 
dress him as “Sir.” 8. to deal with or discuss: The new 
laws don't address the issue of ownership. 9. to put the 
directions for delivery on: to address a letter. 10. [~ + 
oneself + to + obj] to direct the energy or efforts of: to 
address oneself to a task. 

ad-dress-ee (ad/re sé’, ə dre sé’) /,edre'siy, adre'siy/ 
n. [count] one to whom a piece of mail is addressed. 

ad-duce (a dodos’, a dydos’) /a'duws, a'dyuws/ v. [~ + 
obj), -duced, -duc-ing. to bring forward, as in evidence: 
Can you adduce any proof of her bad intentions? See 
-DUC-. 

ad-e-noid (adn oid’) /‘xdn,oyd/ n. [count] Usually, 
adenoids. [plural growths of soft tissue in the nasal pas- 
sage above the throat. —ad/e-noi/dal, adj. 

a-dept (adj. ə dept’; n. ad’ept, ə dept’) /adj. a'dept; n. 
‘edept, ə'dept/ adj. 1. very skilled; proficient; expert: 
adept at juggling. —n. ad-ept [count] 2. an expert. 
—a-dept/ly, adv. —a-dept/ness, n. [noncount] 

ad-e-quate (ad/i kwit) /wzdikwit/ adj. 1. as much or as 
good as necessary for some requirement or purpose: ad- 
equate rainfall for farming. 2. barely sufficient: His work 
was adequate, nothing more. —ad-e-qua-cy (ad/i- 
kwa se) /'edikwosiy/ n. [noncount] —ad/e-quate-ly, 
adv. —ad/’e-quate-ness, n. [noncount)] 

ad-here (ad hér/) /xd'hior/ v., -hered, -her-ing. 1. to 
stay attached; stick fast; cling: [no obj): The glued areas 
adhered. [~ + to + obj): Mud adhered to my boots. 2. 
[~ + to + obj) to stay with; be faithful to: to adhere toa 
plan. —ad-her-ence (ad hér’ans, -her’-) /ad'hiarons, 
-her-/ n. [noncount] See -HERE-. 

ad-her-ent (ad hér’ant, -her’-) /ad'hioront, -'her-/ n. 
([count] 1. one who stays attached to a belief, party, etc.: 
a strong adherent of justice. —adj. 2. adhesive. See 
-HERE-. 

ad-he-esion (ad he/zhan) /æd'hiy3ən/ n. [noncount) the 
act, state, or quality of adhering. 

ad-he-sive (ad hé@/siv, -ziv) /xd'hiysiv, -z1v/ adj. 1. 
coated with a sticky substance: adhesive bandages. 2. 
tending to stick fast; clinging. —n. [noncount] 3. a sub- 
stance that causes something to adhere, as glue. 4. AD- 
HESIVE TAPE. See -HES-. 

adhe/sive tape’, n. (noncount] tape coated with an 
adhesive substance, as for holding a bandage in place. 

ad hoc (ad hok’, hok’) /'æd hok, 'howk/ adj. concerned 
or dealing with a specific subject, purpose, or end. 

ad ho-mienem (ad hom/sa nam, -nem/’) /'æd homanom, 
-,nem/ adj. attacking an opponent's character rather than 
answering an argument. 

a-dieu (ə dodo’, ə dydd’) /a'duw, oa'dyuw/ interj, n. 
[count], pl. a-dieus, a-dieux. good-bye; farewell. 

ad inefienietum (ad in/’fa ni’”tam, ad’ in-) /,2d info- 
‘naytom, „œd in-/ adv. to infinity; endlessly; without limit. 

adj., an abbreviation of: 1. adjective. 2. adjunct. 3. ad- 
justment. 

ad-ja-cent (a ja’sent) /o'd3cysant/ adj. lying near, or 
close; touching; facing; adjoining: an adjacent page; 
Their yards were adjacent. [be + ~ + to): a field adja- 
cent to the canal. —ad-ja’/cen-cy, n. [noncount] —ad- 
ja’centely, adv. See -JECc-. 

ad-jec-ti-val (aj/ik ti/val) /,ed3ik 'tayvol/ adj. of or re- 
lating to adjectives. —ad/jec-ti/valely, adv. 
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ad-jec-tive (aj/ik tiv) /'æd3ıktıv/ n. [count] 1. a mem- 
ber of a class of words that describe nouns, as nice in a 
nice day, or beautiful in She is very beautiful. Abbr.: adj. 
—adj. 2. of, relating to, or functioning as an adjective; 
adjectival: an adjective phrase. See -Jec-. 

adjoin (ə join’) /ə'd3əyn/ v. to be close to or in contact 
(with); abut: [no obj): Our rooms in the hotel adjoined. 
[~ + obj]: The lobby adjoined the dining room. —ad- 
join/ing, adj.: Our rooms were adjoining. Please book us 
into adjoining rooms. See -JuNc-. 

ad-journ (a jûrn/) /o'd3arn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to suspend 
the meeting of (a legislature, court, etc.) to a future time, 
another place, or indefinitely: adjourned the court until 
the next morning. 2. [no obj; (~ + to + obj)] to go to 
another place: Let’s adjourn to the living room. —ad- 
journ/ment, n. [comnt] See -Jour-. 

ad-judge (ə juj’) /ə'd3ad3/ v. [~ + obj + noun/ 
adjective], -judged, -judg-ing. 1. to declare formally; de- 
cree: The will was adjudged void. 2. to consider; deem: 
They adjudged her (to be) a liar. See -sup-. 

ad-ju-di-cate (ə jo0/di kat’) /o'd3uwdi,kcyt/ v., -cat-ed, 
-Cat-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to settle or determine (an issue or 
dispute) judicially: The court adjudicated the case. 2. (no 
obj; (~ + on/upon + obj)] to act as judge: The parole 
board adjudicates on the cases. —ad-ju-di-ca-tion (a- 
joo’di ka’shan) /a,d3uwdi'keyfon/ n. [noncount] —ad-ju- 
di-cartive (ə j50/di ka/tiv, -kə tiv) /o'd3uwdi,keytiv, 
-kotiv/ ad-juedi-ca-toery (ə jo0/di kə tôr/ē, -tdr/é) 
/a'd3uwdiko,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. —ad-ju/di-ca/tor, n. 
[count] See -jup-. 

ad-junct (ajfungkt) /'æd3apkt/ n. [count] 1. something 
added to another thing but that is not essential to it. 2. a 
person who is an associate or assistant of another. —adj. 
3. associated in a temporary or subordinate relationship: 
an adjunct professor. See -JuNc-. 

ad-just (ə just’) /a'd3ast/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to change 
(something) so that it fits, corresponds, looks, or works 
better: to adjust the picture on a TV set. 2. [~ + obj] to 
decide on the amount to be paid in settlement of (an in- 
surance Claim). 3. to adapt oneself; become adapted: [~ 
+ to + obj): to adjust to new demands. [~ + oneself + 
to + obj): They adjusted themselves to life in the tropics. 
—ad-just’a-ble, adj. —ad-just/er, ad-jus/tor, n. [count] 
See -Jus-. 

ad-justed (ə jus/tid) /ə 'd3astid/ adj. having a balanced 
relationship with the world: The adjusted child makes 
friends easily. 

ad-just-ment (ə just/mnt) /ə 'd3astmnt/ n. 1. [count] a 
change or correction made to something so that it fits, 
looks, or works better. 2. [noncount] the state of being 
adjusted: Adjustinent to the new city took a month. 

ad-ju-tant (aj’a tant) /'æd3ətənt/ n. [count] a military 
Staff officer who assists the commanding officer. 

ad lib (ad lib’, ad’) /'æd lib, 'æd/ adv. freely and without 
prior planning: added a few remarks ad lib. 

ad-lib (ad lib’, ad/-) /'æd lib, 'æd-/ v., -libbed, -lib-bing, 
adj. —v. 1. to improvise all or part of (a speech, a piece 
of music, etc.): [~ + obj): He ad-libbed his speech. [no 
obj): He ad-libbed for an hour. —adj. 2. unrehearsed; 
impromptu: ad-lib remarks. —ad-lib/ber, n. [count] 

Adm. or ADM, an abbreviation of: admiral. 

adm., an abbreviation of: 1. administration. 2. adminis- 
trative. 3. administrator. 4. admission. 

ad-man (ad’man/, -man) /'æd,mæn, -mon/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. a person who works in advertising. 

ad-minsis-ter (ad min/a star) /æd'mınəstər/ v. 1. [~ + 
obj) to have executive charge of; manage: He adminis- 
tered the department. 2. [~ + obj] to dispense; mete 
out: fo administer justice fairly. 3. [~ + obj] to give ritu- 
ally or formally: to administer the sacraments. 4. [~ + 
Obj (+ to + obj)] to apply as a remedy: administered a 
painkilling drug to the patient. 5. [~ + obj (+ to + obj)] 
to supervise the formal taking of: administered the oath 
of office to the new President. 6. [~ + to + obj] to aid; 
minister: administered to the poor. 

ad-min-is-trate (ad min/’a strat’) /ed'mina,streyt/ v., 
-trat-ed, -trat-ing. to administer. —ad-min/is-tra/tor, 
n. [count] 

ad-min-is-trastion (ad min/a strā/shən) /wd,mınə- 
'streyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] the management and control 
of a government or the like; the duties of an administra- 
tor. 2. [count] a body of administrators or executive offi- 
cials, esp. (oen cap.) the officials of the executive 
branch of a government. 3. [count] the period during 
which an administrator or body of administrators serves. 
4. [noncount] the act or process of administering. —ad- 
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min-is-tra-tive (ad min’a  strā/tiv, -stra tiv) 
fed'mina,streytiv, -strativ/ adj. 

ad-mi-ra-ble (ad/mar a bal) /'xdmərəbəl/ adj. excellent; 
praiseworthy: an admirable attempt at peacemaking. 
—ad/mi-ra-bly, adv. See -mir-. 

admiral (ad’mar al) /admorol/ n. [count] the com- 
mander in chief of a naval fleet. —ad/mi-ral-ship’, n. 
(noncount) 

ad-mirrastion (ad/mə ra/shan) /edmo'reyfan/ n. (non- 
count] 1. a feeling of pleasure, approval, and often re- 
spect or wonder: had admiration for her skills. 2. an ob- 
ject of such feelings: She was the admiration of all her 
friends. See -mir-. 

admire (ad mi®r’) /æd'may°r/ v. [~ + obj), -mired, 
-mir-ing. 1. to regard with pleasure or approval, often 
mixed with wonder: She adiired the scenery. 2. to re- 
gard highly; respect; appreciate greatly: The boy admired 
his father. —ad-mir/er, n. [count] —Related Words. 
ADMIRE iS a verb, ADMIRABLE is an adjective, ADMIRATION is a 
noun: / admire your courage. Your courage is admirable. 
| have great admiration for your courage. See -MIR-. 

ad-mir-ing (ad mi?r’ing) /ad 'may?rin/ adj. full of high 
regard: an admiring glance. —ad-mir/ing-ly, adv. 

ad-mis-si-ble (ad mis’a bal) /ad'misabol/ adj. able to 
be allowed or conceded; allowable: admissible in court; 
an admissible excuse. —ad-mis+si-bil-iety (ad mis/a bil/- 
i tē) /ed,misa'bilitiy/ n. [(noncount] —ad-mis/si-bly, adv. 

ad-mis-sion (ad mish’an) /ed'mifan/ n. 1. the act of al- 
lowing; entrance: [noncount]: Admission to the country 
was drastically reduced during the war. (count): Admis- 
sions were down for new students. 2. (noncount] right or 
permission to enter: A ticket will gain you admission. 3. 
[noncomnt] the price paid for entrance: Admission is 
$6.00 on weekdays. 4. [count] acknowledgment of the 
truth of something: an admission of guilt. See -mis-, 
-MIT-. 

ademit (ad mit’) /ed'mit/ v., -mit-ted, -mit-ting. 1. (= 
+ obj) to allow to enter; let in: The theater admits adults 
only. 2. [~ + obj] to allow (someone) to join an organi- 
zation: to admit someone to a club. 3. (~ + obj] to al- 
low or concede as valid: to admit the force of an argu- 
ment. 4. to acknowledge; confess: [~ + obj): He 
admitted his guilt. [~ + (that) clause]: He admitted that 
he was guilty. [~ + verb-ing]: He admitted robbing the 
bank. [~ + to + obj]: She admitted to the crime. 5. [~ 
+ obj) to allow passage of: This window admits lots of 
light. 6. [~ + to + obj] to permit entrance: give access: 
This door adrnits to the garden. 7. [~ + of + obj] to al- 
low; permit: The facts admit of no other interpretation. 
—ad-mit/ted-ly, adv.: Admittedly, this isn't the world’s 
greatest view. See -mit-. ——Related Words. apmit is a 
verb, ADMISSIBLE is an adjective, ADMISSION is a noun: The 
criminal admitted his guilt. The evidence was not admis- 
sible in a court of law. His statement was an admission of 
guilt. 

ad-mit-tance (ad mit/ns) /æxd 'mitns/ n. (noncount] 
permission to enter: couldnt gain admittance to the em- 
bassy. 

admix (ad miks’) /æd'mıks/ v. [~ + obj], -mixed or 
-mixt (-mikst/) /-'mikst/ -mix-ing. to mix together. —ad- 
mixeture (ad miks/char) /ed'mikstfar/ n. (noncount) 

ad-moneish (ad mon/ish) /ed'monif/ v. 1. [~ + obj + 
to + verb] to caution or advise about something; warn: 
The judge admonished the jury to disregard the outburst. 
2. [~ + obj] to correct or scold in a gentle manner: ad- 
momished the children to be home on time. —ad-mon/- 
ishement, n. [noncount] See -mon-. 

ad-morni-tion (ad/mə nish’an) /edmoa'nifon/ n. 1. 
[count] a gentle warning: an admonition against lazy 
habits. 2. (noncount] mild criticism or counsel. —ad. 
moni-torry (ad moni t6r/é, -tōr/ē) /ed'moni,toriy, 
-,towrly/ adj. See -mon-. 

ad nau-se-am (ad n6/zé am) /'ad noziyəm/ adv. to a 
sickening or extreme degree: described the gruesome 
details ad nauseam. 

a-do (ə doo’) /a'duw/ n. [noncount] 1. delaying activity: 
Without further ado, | now present our guest, 2. fuss; 
bustle; to-do: much ado about party plans. 

a-do-be (ə dō/bē) /a'dowbiy/ n., pl. -bes for 3. 1. (non- 
count] sun-dried brick made of clay and straw. 2. [non- 
count] the clay used to make such bricks. 3. [count] a 
building made with adobe. 

ad-o-les-cence (ad/I es/ans) /,dl'esons/ n. (noncount] 
the period in human development between puberty and 
adulthood. See -atesc-. 

ad-o-les-cent (ad/I es/ant) /edl'esant/ adj. 1. relating 
to or being in adolescence: an adolescent child. 2. im- 
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mature; juvenile: Adolescent behavior is not acceptable 
in an adult. —n. [count] 3. a person in the period of ado- 
lescence; teenager. See -ALESC-. 

a-dopt (ə dopt/) /a'dopt/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to take up and 
use or practice: to adopt a nickname; adopt a wait-and- 
see attitude. 2. to take and rear (the child of others) as 
one’s own child, esp. by a formal legal act: to adopt a 
baby. 3. to accept formally: The committee adopted the 
report. —a-dopt/a-bil/i-ty, n. [noncount] —a-dopt/a- 
ble, adj. —a-dopt/er, n. [count] See -oPT-. 

a-dop-tion (ə dop’shan) /ə 'dopfən/ n. 1. the act or 
process of adopting a child: [noncount]: Adoption can be 
a long process. (count): The rate of adoptions has risen. 
2. (noncount) taking and carrying out a particular plan: 
the adoption of the candidate’s platform. 

a-dop-tive (ə dop/tiv) /o 'doptiv/ adj. [before a noun) 
having adopted a child: adoptive parents. 

a-doreasble (ə dér’a bal, a dōr/-) /a'dorabal, a'dowr-/ 
adj. 1. worthy of adoration. 2. very attractive or charm- 
ing: an adorable child. —a-dor/arbly, adv. 

a-dore (ə dor’, ə dor’) /a'dor, a'dowr/ v. [~ + obj]; (not: 
be + ~ -ing], adored, a-dor-ing. 1. to feel love for: He 
adored his wife. 2. to worship as divine: to adore God. 3. 
to like or admire very much: / adore your new shoes. [~ 
+ verb-ing]: They adored shopping. —ad+orra-tion (ad/- 
ə ra’shan) /,xdo'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —a-dor/ing, adj. 
—a-dor/ing-ly, adv. 

a-dorn (a dorn’) /a'dorn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to decorate or 
add beauty to, as by ornaments: Garlands of flowers 
adorned their hair. 2. to make more glamorous: Celebri- 
ties adorned the plays audience. —a:dorn/ment, n. 
[count; noncount) 

a-dreneaeline (ə dren/! in) /a'drenlin/ n. [noncount] a 
hormone that increases the heart rate and blood pres- 
sure in response to fear, anger, stress, etc. 

aedrift (a drift’) /a'drift/ adj. (be + ~] 1. floating without 
control; drifting: The boats were adrift in the sea. 2. with- 
out aim, direction, or stability: After he lost his job, he 
felt adrift. 

aedroit (ə droit’) /o'droyt/ adj. 1. expert in using the 
hands or body; nimble: very adroit at carving figurines. 
2. cleverly skillful, resourceful, or ingenious: adroit at al- 
ways getting his way. —a-droit/ly, adv. —a-droit/ness, 
n. [noncount) 

ad-u-late (aja lat’) /'æd3ə,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, 
-lateing. to admire or flatter too much: fans adulating a 
rock star. —ad-urla-tion (aj’a lā/shən) /,ed3a'leyfan/ n. 
[noncount] —ad/u-la/tor, n. [count] —ad-urlasto-ry 
(ajfa la tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /'æd3ələ,təriy, -,towriy/ adj. 

aedult (ə dult’, ad/ult) /o'dalt, 'wdalt/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who is fully grown, developed, or of age: Only 
adults may purchase alcohol. -—adj. (usually: before a 
noun] 2. having attained full size and strength; mature: 
adult plants. 3. intended only for adults; not suitable for 
children: adult movies. 4. of or like a fully grown, mature 
person: Tlie teenager had a very adult expression on her 
face. —a-dult/hood, n. [noncount] 

a-dul-ter-ant (ə dul/tar ənt) /o'daltarant/ n. [count] a 
substance that adulterates. 

a-dul-ter-ate (a dul/ta rat’) /o'dalta,reyt/ v., -ateed, -at- 
ing. [~ + obj] to make (a substance) impure by adding 
inferior or less desirable materials or elements: The 
whiskey was adulterated with inferior alcohol. —a-dul’- 
ter-ated, adj. —a-dul-ter-a-tion (ə dul/ta ra’shan) 
/3,dalta'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —aedul/ter-a/tor, n. 
[count] 

a-dul-ter-y (ə dul/tə rē) /ə'daltəriy/ n., pl. -ies. (an act 
of) voluntary sexual intercourse between a married per- 
son and someone other than his or her lawful spouse: 
[noncount]: Adultery in ancient times was often severely 
punished. (count): committed many adulteries. —a-dul/- 
ter-er, n. [count] —a-dul’ter-ess, n. [count]: An adulter- 
S is a woman who commits adultery. —a-dul/ter-ous, 
adj. 

adv., an abbreviation of: 1. adverb. 2. advertisement. 
advance (ad vans/) /æd'væns/ v., -vanced, -vanc-ing, 
n., adj. —v. 1. to move, send, or bring forward: [~ + 
obj): to advance a deadline; The general advanced his 
armies to the border. [no obj): The army advanced to the 
border. [no obj; (~ + on + obj): He advanced on the 
city. 2. [~ + obj] to bring into consideration; suggest; 
propose: advanced a proposal for a tax cut. 3. {~ + obj] 
to further the development, progress, or prospects of: to 
advance one’s interests. 4. to raise in rank; promote: [~ 
+ obj}: advanced the soldier from private to corporal. 
[no obj}: The soldier advanced rapidly through the ranks. 
5. to increase in rate or amount: {~ + obj): The central 
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bank quietly advanced interest rates. [no obj}: Prices ad- 
vanced in the last quarter. 6. [~ + obj + obj} to furnish 
or supply on credit: We advanced her money to buy a 
new car. 7. [no obj] to improve or make progress: The 
economy advanced last year. —n. 8. [count] a forward 
movement: the advance of the troops. 9. [count] a de- 
velopment showing progress; a step forward; improve- 
ment; advancement: The prize is awarded for advances 
in science. 10. Usually, advances. [plura/] a. initial steps 
in forming an acquaintanceship, reaching an agreement, 
etc.: made a few discreet advances toward a corporate 
merger. b. sexually suggestive overtones: She resisted 
his advances. 11. [count] a rise in price, value, etc: 
Advances outnumbered declines on the stock market. 
12. [count] a furnishing of something before an equiva- 
lent is received, esp. money or a payment: an advance 
on one’s salary. —adj. (before a noun] 13. going or 
placed before: an advance guard. 14. made, given, or is- 
sued ahead of time: an advance payment. ——Idiom. 
15. in advance, a. beforehand: Get your tickets in ad- 
vance. b. [be + ~ + of + obj) better developed. These 
computers are far in advance of the old ones. 

ad-vanced (ad vanst/) /xd'vanst/ adj. 1. highly devel- 
oped: an advanced country. 2. beyond the beginning, el- 
ementary, or intermediate: advanced mathematics. 3. 
containing progressive ideas: advanced theories of child 
care. 4. far along in time; old: a person of advanced age. 

ad-vance-ment (ad vans/mənt) /ed 'vansmoant/ n. de- 
velopment, growth, or improvement of a situation: [non- 
count): sought advancement at work. (count): advance- 
ments in medicine. 

ad-van-tage (ad van/tij) /ed'ventid3/ n, v., -taged, 
-taging. —n. 1. [count] circumstance, opportunity, etc., 
that is very favorable to success: the advantages of a 
good education. 2. [noncount] benefit; gain; profit: /t will 
be to your advantage to study Chinese. 3. [count] a posi- 
tion of superiority or ascendancy: Knowledge of foreign 
policy gave the candidate an advantage. —v. [~ + Obj) 
4. to benefit: How will this advantage you at work? 
—Idiom. 5. take advantage of, [~ + obj] a. to make 
use of for gain: to take advantage of an opportunity. b. 
to impose upon, esp. unfairly, as by exploiting a weak- 
ness: You took unfair advantage of our friendship. ©. to 
advantage, in such a way as to have beneficial effects: 
The lighting showed off the room to advantage. —ad+ 
van-ta-geous (ad/ven ta/jas) /,edvan'teyd3as/ adj. 
—ad/van-ta/geous-ly, adv. 

ad-vent (ad/vent) /‘edvent/ n. 1. [count] an arrival; ap- 
pearance; commencement: the advent of the holiday 
season. 2. [proper noun; usually: Advent] a. the coming 
of Christ into the world. b. the period beginning four 
Sundays before Christmas commemorating the Advent of 
Christ. See -vEN-. 

ad-ven-ture (ad ven/char) /ed'ventfar/ n. 1. [count] an 
exciting or very unusual experience: the adventures of 
Robin Hood. 2. [noncount] participation in exciting un- 
dertakings or enterprises: a spirit of adventure. —ad+ 
ven/tur-ous, ad-ven/turessome, adj. —ad-ven/tur- 
ously, adv. See -VEN-. 

ad-ven-tur-er (ad ven/cher ar) /ad'ventfarar/ n. [count] 
1. a person who seeks adventure:-2. a person who takes 
on commercial risk. 3. a person who seeks power, 
wealth, or social rank by unscrupulous means. 

ad-ven-tur-ess (ad ven/char is) /axd'ventfaris/ n. 
[count] 1. a woman who seeks adventure. 2. a woman 
who seeks power, wealth, or social rank by unscrupulous 
means. 

ad-verb (ad/viirb) /‘edvarb/ n. [count] a member of a 
class of words that modify or describe something about 
verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or clauses. Adverbs usu- 
ally express some relation of place (here, there), time 
(now, then), manner (well, quickly), degree (very, ex- 
tremely), means, Cause, result, etc. In English many ad- 
verbs have the ending -/y. Abbr.: adv. —ad-ver/bieal, 
adj. See -VERB-. 

ad-ver-sarey (ad/var ser/é) /‘xdvor,seriy/ n., pl. -ies. 
[count] a person, group, etc., that opposes or attacks; 
opponent; enemy: She was a dangerous political adver- 
sary. —ad-ver-sar-i-al (ad/var sar’é al) /,advor'seoriyol/ 
adj. See -vERT-. 

ad-verse (ad virs’, ad/vurs) /ad'vars, 'wdvars/ adj. [be- 
fore a nour] 1. unfavorable or antagonistic: adverse Criti- 
cism. 2. opposing one’s interests or wishes: adverse 
circumstances. 3. being in an opposite direction: adverse 
winds. —ad-verse/ly, adv. —ad-verse/ness, n. [non- 
count) See -vERT-. 

ad-veresiety (ad viir/si tē) /ed'varsitiy/ n., pl. -ties for 
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2. 1. (noncourit] unfavorable fortune or fate: misfortune; 
trouble: in times of adversity. 2. (courit] an unfavorable 
or unfortunate event or circumstance: to cope with life's 
mary adversities. 

ad-vert’ (ad virt’) /ad'vart/ v. [~ + to + obj) to refer 
to: adverted to the day's news. 

ad-vert? (ad/vart) /‘wdvort/ n. Brit. ADVERTISEMENT. 

ad-ver-tise (ad/vər tiz’, ad/var tiz/) xedvor,tayz, æd- 
vor'tayz/ v., -tised, -tis-ing. 1. to announce or praise (a 
product, service, etc.) in newspapers, radio, or television, 
in order to sell it: [~ + obj): to advertise a new brand of 
toothpaste. [no obj): They advertised in the paper. 2. ie 
+ obj) to give information to the public about (an event, 
happening, etc.), esp. in a newspaper or on radio or tele- 
vision: They advertised the rock star's upcoming 
appearances. 3. [~ + for + obj] to request something, 
esp. by placing a notice in a newspaper: to advertise for 
a house to rent. —ad/ver-tis’er, 11. [count] See -vert-. 

ad-ver-tise-ment (ad/var tiz’mant, ad vir/tis mant, 
-tiz-) /edvor'tayzmont, ed'vartismont, -tiz-/ n. 1. 
[count] a paid notice or announcement, as of goods for 
Sale, in newspapers Or magazines, on radio or television, 
etc. 2. [Noncount] the action of making public: This news 
will receive wide advertisement. See -veERT-. 

ad-ver-tis-ing (ad/var tiz/ing) /‘advor ,tayzin/ n. [non- 
count) the business or activity of making advertisements. 

ad-ver-to-risal (ad/var tôr/ē al, -tdr/-) / acdvor'toriyal, 
-'towr-/ n. [count] a newspaper or magazine advertise- 
ment that has the appearance of editorial matter. 

ad-vice (ad vis’) /æd'vays/ n. [noncount] an opinion or 
recommendation offered as a quide to action. See -vis-. 

ad-visea-ble (ad vi/za bal) /æd'vayzəbəl/ adj. recom- 
mended, wise, sensible, as a course of action: [be + Alp 
Preparing for an interview is advisable. [it + be + ~ + 
fo + verb]: It's advisable to get a professional opinion. 
—ad-vis-a-bil-i-ty (ad vi/za bili tē) /ad,vayzo'bilitiy/ r. 
[noncount] —ad-vis/a-bly, adv. See -vis-. 

ad-vise (ad viz’) /æd'vayz/ v., -vised, -vis-ing. 1. to give 
counsel or advice (to), esp. to recommend as wise or 
sensible: [~ + obj]: I advised secrecy. (no obj]: We did 
as she advised. [~ + obj + to + verb]: I advised the 
new student to take a music course. [~ + verb-ing]: | 
advised taking a music course. [~ + against + obj): I 
advised against taking too many courses. 2. to give (a 
person, group, etc.) information or notice; tell or inform: 
[~ + obj + of + obj): The police advised the suspect of 
his rights. [~ + obj + that clause]: They advised him 
that le might face imprisonment. —Related Words. 
ADVISE is a verb, ADVICE iS a noun, ADVISABLE iS an adjec- 
tive: | advise you to study harder. My advice to you is that 
you should study harder. It is advisable that you study 
harder. 

ad-vis-ed-ly (ad vi/zid lē) /ad'vayzidliy/ adv. after care- 
ful consideration; deliberately: to speak advisedly. 

advisement (ad viz/mant) /ed'vayzmont/ n. [non- 
count; often: under + ~] careful deliberation or consid- 
eration: The petition was taken under advisement. 

adviseer or adevis-or (ad viz/ar) /ed 'vayzər/ n. 
[count] a person who gives advice; counselor: My adviser 
Suggested | take your course. 

ad-viesoery (ad vi/za rē) /ed'vayzoriy/ adj., n., pl. -ries. 
—adj. 1. giving or containing advice: an advisory letter to 
shareholders. 2. having the power or duty to advise: an 
advisory council. —n. [count] 3. a report on existing or 
predicted conditions, often with advice for dealing with 
them: an investor's advisory. 4. an announcement or 
bulletin that serves to advise and usually warn the public, 
such as of some potential hazard: a storm advisory. 

ad-vo-ca-cy (ad/va kə sé) /'ædvə ko siy/ n. (noncount) 
the act of supporting something publicly. See -voc-. 

ad-vo-cate (v. ad/və kat’; n. -kit, -kat/) /v. 'xdvo,keyt; 
n. -kit, -Keyt v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing, n. —v. [~ + ob) 1. 
to support or urge by argument: advocates higher sala- 
ries for teachers. —n. [count] 2. a person who speaks or 
writes in support of a cause, person, etc.: a strong advo- 
cate of military intervention. 3. a person or lawyer who 
pleads the cause of another in a court of law: a judge ad- 
vocate. See -voc-. 

advt., an abbreviation of: advertisement. 

adz or adze (adz) /ædz/ n. [count] a tool like an ax for 
cutting timber, with a curved blade mounted at a right 
angle to the handle. 

ae-gis (€/jis) /‘iyd3is/ n. (noucount) —Idiom. under 
the aegis of, sponsored or supported by: a concert un- 
der the aegis of the student government. 

ae-on (ē/ən, €/on) /‘iyan, ‘iyon/ n. EON. 

aer-ate (ar/at) /‘corcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to 
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expose to the action of air or to cause air to circulate 
through: to aerate the lungs. —aerea-tion (å ra/shan) 
/fea'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —aer/astor, u. [count] 

aer-ieal (ar/é əl) /‘eariyal/ adj. 1. of, in, produced by, or 
done in the air: aerial pliotograpliy. 2. inhabiting the air: 
aerial Creatures. 3. of or relating to aircraft: aerial coni- 
bat. —n. [count] 4. a radio or television antenna: Put up 
the car's aerial. —aer/ivalely, adv. 

aer-ieal-ist (ar/é ə list) /‘coriyalist/ 1. [count] an acrobat 
who performs on a trapeze. 

aer-ie or aerey or ey-rie (ar/é, Er/€) /'eariy, 'iəriy/ n. 
[court], pl. -ies or -ries. the nest of a bird of prey (such 
as an eagle or a hawk) tocated high on a hill or moun- 
tain. 

aero-, a combining form meaning “air”: aerodynamics. 
Also, esp. before a vowel, aer-. 

aer-o-bat-ics (ar’a_bat/iks) /cora'batrks/ n. [plural: 
used with a plural verb] stunts performed in flight by an 
aircraft. —aer/o-bat/ic, adj.: aerobatic maneuvers. 

aer-o-bic (a rō/bik) /ea'rowbik/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
(of an organism or tissue) requiring the presence of air 
or free oxygen to sustain life: aerobic organisms. 2. of or 
relating to aerobics: aerobic dancing. —aer-o/bi-cal-ly, 
adv. 

aer-o-bics (a rd/biks) /ea'rowbiks/ n. any of various 
exercises, aS jogging and calisthenics, that stimulate and 
strengthen the heart: [noncount; used with a singular 
verb]: Aerobics is a good way to lose weight. [plural: 
used with a plural verb): The aerobics were fairly strenu- 
ous. —adj. [before a noun] of or relating to aerobics: 
aerobics classes. 

aer-o-dysnameic (ar/O di nam/ik) /,corowday'namik/ 
adj. 1. (before a noun] of or relating to the study of the 
motion of air and other gases: aerodynamic principles. 
2. able to flow smoothly and easily through air: an aero- 
dynamic design. —aer/o-dy-nam/i-cal-ly, adv. 

aer-o-dy-nam-ics (ar/d di nam/iks) /,corowday'namiks/ 
n. 1. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the study of 
the motion of air and other gases and of the effects of 
such motion on objects moving through air: He had a 
course in aerodynamics. Aerodynamics is important in 
aircraft design. 2. [plural; used with a plural verb] the ef- 
fects caused by an object in motion through air: How 
good are the aerodynamics of that car? 

aer-o-naurtics (âr/a nd/tiks, -not/iks) /,eara'notiks, 
-‘notiks/ n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the sci- 
ence or art of flight. —aer/o-nau/ti-cal, adj. 

aer-o-plane (ara plan’) /'eərə,pleyn/ n. Brit. AIRPLANE. 

aer-o-sol (ar’a sôl/, -sol’) /‘eara,sol, -,sol/ s. [count] 1.a 
metal can containing a liquid substance under pressure 
that can be released as a spray or foam. —adj. 2. being 
or containing a substance under pressure for dispensing 
aS a Spray Or foam: aerosol sprays. 

aer-o-space (ar/6 spas’) /‘sorow,speys/ n. [noncount] 
1. the earth's atmosphere and the space beyond. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. of or relating to aerospace, or to the 
industry concerned with the design and building of 
spacecraft: the aerospace industry. 

aes-thete or es-thete (es/thét) /‘esOiyt/ n. [count] a 
person who has or Claims to have great sensitivity toward 
the beauties of art. 

aes-thet-ic or es-thet-ic (es thet/ik) /es'Oetik/ adj. of 
or relating to a sense of beauty or an appreciation of the 
arts: a keen aesthetic sense. —aes-thet/i-cal, adj. 
—aes-thet/i-cal-ly, adv. 

aes-thet-ics or es-thet-ics (es thet/iks) /es'Oetiks/ n. 
[moncount; used with a singular verb] the branch of phi- 
losophy dealing with the nature of art and beauty. 

AF, an abbreviation of: 1. Air Force. 2. Anglo-French. 

Af., an abbreviation of: African. 

a-far (a far’) /a'far/ adv. —Idiom. from afar, from a 
long way off: The princess saw him riding toward her 
from afar. 

af-fa-ble (afs bal) /'æfəbəl/ adj. 1. easy to approach 
and to talk to; friendly: courteous and affable neighbors. 
2. showing warmth and friendliness; pleasant: an affable 
smile. —af-fa-bil-i-ty (af/a bil/i tē) /efa'bilitiy/ n. Unon- 
count) —af/faebly, adv. 

af-fair (ə far’) /o'fear/ n. [count] 1. anything requiring 
action or effort; business: resolved the affair with your 
lawyer. 2. affairs, [plural] matters of commercial or pub- 
lic interest or concern: affairs of state. 3. thing; matter: 
Our new computer is a complex affair. 4. [singular] a pri- 
vate or personal concern: That's none of your affair. 5. 
an often brief sexual relationship between two people not 
married to each other. 6. an incident that causes argu- 
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ment, talk, and often public scandal. 7. a social gather- 
ing or other organized festive occasion. 
af-fect' (a fekt’) /o'fekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to produce an 
effect or change in: Cold weather affected the crops. 2. 
to impress the mind or move the feelings of: The tragedy 
affected him deeply. —-Related Words. arrect is a 
verb, AFFECTED and AFFECTIONATE are adjectives, AFFECTION 
is a noun: Nothing seems to affect him. The way he 
speaks is affected and phony. The cat is friendly and af- 
fectionate. She shows a lot of affection for everyone. 
af-fect? (ə fekt’) /o'fekt/ v. 1. to pretend; feign: [~ + 
obj): to affect concern for others. (~ + to + verb]: He 
affected to know a lot about ancient history. 2. (~ + obj] 
to assume pretentiously or for effect: He affected an Eng- 
lish accent. 3. [~ + obj] to use, wear, or adopt by 
choice: to affect outrageous Clothes. 
af-fec-ta-tion (af/ek tā/shən) /zefek'teyfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the pretense of having a knowledge, Standing, 
etc., that is not actually possessed; pose; airs: the affec- 
tation of great wealth. 2. (count) an artificial way of be- 
having or talking. 
af-fect-ed (ə fek/tid) /o'fektid/ adj. characterized by ar- 
tificiality or pretension: an affected gesture. 
af-fect-ing (ə fek/ting) /o'fektin/ adj. stirring the emo- 
tions; touching: an affecting scene. —af-fect/ingsly, adv. 
af-fec-tion (ə fek/shon) /ə'fekfən/ n. fond attachment, 
devotion, or love: {noncount]: a look of pure affection. 
[count]: You are ever in my affections. 
af-fec-tion-ate (ə fek’sha nit) /o 'fekfo nit/ adj. show- 
ing fondness or love: an affectionate glance. —af-fec’- 
tion-ate-ly, adv. 
af-fieda-vit (afi da/vit) /,efi'deyvit/ n. [count] a written 
declaration that is sworn to be true and that can be used 
in a court of law: Sign the affidavit and send it back to 
your lawyer. 
af-fil-ieate (v. ə fil”é at’; n. -it, -at’) /v. a'filiy,eyt; n. -it, 
-eyt v., -ateed, -at-ing, n. —v. 1. to attach or bring into 
close association or connection: [no obj): The two groups 
affiliated. [~ + obj; often: be + affiliated + with + obj): 
The research center is affiliated with the university. [~ + 
oneself + with]: affiliated themselves with a political 
party. —n. [count] 2. a branch organization; a business 
organization Qwned or controlled by another concern: a 
TV network's affiliates. —af-fili-ea-tion (ə fil/é a’shan) 
/a,filiy'eyJan/ n. (count; noncount 
affinity (ə fin/i tē) /a'finitiy/ n., pl. -ties. [~ + for/ 
with/to/between] 1. a natural liking for or attraction to a 
person, thing, idea, etc: [noncount]: felt a sense of affin- 
ity with his new colleague. (count): | felt a natural affinity 
for the group. 2. close resemblance, agreement, or con- 
nection due to a common ancestry: [count]: The Scandi- 
navian languages have many affinities with German. 
{noncount): Latin has affinity with Greek. 
af-firm (ə firm’) /o'farm/ v. (~ + obj] 1. to assert posi- 
tively; say (something) is true: to affirrn one’s loyalty. [~ 
+ that clause): He affirrned that he would not reveal my 
secret. 2. to confirm or ratify, esp. of a court decision: 
The judgment was affirmed. 3. to express agreement 
with; support; uphold: / affirmed iny client's claim. —af- 
firm/a-ble, adj. 
af-firemastion (af/or ma/’shon) /,xfar'meyfon/ n. 1. 
{noncount] the action of stating or asserting that some- 
thing is true: an affirrnation of faith. 2. (noncount] ex- 
pressing agreement with or support of: an affirmation of 
the citizens’ rights. 3. [count] (in law) a solemn and for- 
mal statement not made under oath. 
af-firm-ea-tive (ə fûr/mə tiv) /o'farmotiv/ adj. 1. ex- 
pressing affirmation or consent: an affirmative reply. —n. 
[count] 2. a reply indicating affirmation: had received a 
clear affirmative on that idea. 3. [in the + ~] a manner 
or mode that indicates assent: a reply in the affirmative. 
4. the side, as in a debate, that defends a proposition. 
—interj. 5. (used to indicate agreement, assent, etc.): 
“Tower to Flight 340, do you read?”—"Affirinative.” —af- 
firm/a-tive-ly, adv. 
affirm/ative ac/tion, n. [noncount] a policy to in- 
crease opportunities for women and minorities, esp. in 
employment and education. 
af-fix (v. ə fiks’; n. affiks) /v. a'fiks; n. læfiks/ v. [~ + 
obj (+ to + obj)) 1. to fasten, join, or attach: to affix 
stamps to a letter. 2. to add on; append: to affix a signa- 
ture to a contract. —n. {comnt) 3. (in grammar) an ele- 
ment such as a prefix or suffix, added to a base or stem 
of a word to form another word. Examples are the past 
tense suffix -ed added to want to form wanted, or the 
negative prefix im- added to possible to form impossible. 
See -FIx-. 
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af-flict (a flikt”) /o'flikt/ v. [~ + obj; often: be + af- 


flicted + with] to cause distress or great trouble with 
mental or bodily pain: to be afflicted with arthritis. —af- 
flic-tion (ə flik’shen) /a'flikJan/ n. [count] 


af-flueence (af/ldo ans) /‘xfluw ons/ n. [noncount] the 


state of having an abundance of money and material 
goods. See -Ftu-. 


af-flueent (af/loo ant) /‘xfluwont/ adj. having an abun- 


dance of money and material goods; wealthy: an affluent 
society. —af/flueent-ly, adv. —-Related Words. arrvu- 
ENT is an adjective, AFFLUENCE is a noun: They have an af- 
fluent lifestyle. Don’t make a show of your affluence. See 
-FLU-. 


af-ford (ə férd’, ə ford’) /a'ford, a'fowrd/ v. 1. (not: be 


~ing]: to be able to undergo without serious conse- 
quence: [~ + obj]: The country can't afford another 
drought. [~ + to + verb]: We can't afford to take the 
chance. 2. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to be able to 
meet the expense of or pay for: Can I afford a new car? 
3. to furnish; supply; give: [~ + obj + obj): The sale af- 
forded the stockholders a profit. {~ + obj + to + obj): It 
afforded a substantial profit to the stockholders. —af- 
ford’a-ble, adj. 

af-front (ə frunt/) /a'frant/ n. [count] 1. a deliberate act 
or display of disrespect; insult: That false accusation was 
an affront to my integrity. —v. [~ + obj; usually: be + 
~ed] 2. to cause offense to; insult: was deeply affronted 
by the accusation. 

Af-ghan (af/gan, -gan) /‘xfgen, -gon/ n. [count] 1. a 
person born or living in Afghanistan. 2. one of the princi- 
pal languages of Afghanistan. 3. [afghan] a soft knitted 
or crocheted blanket, often in a geometric pattern. 4. a 
hunting dog with long, silky hair. 

a-fi-cioena-do or af-fisciosnaedo (ə fish’ya nä/dō, ə 
fe’ sé a-) /o,fifyo'nadow, ə fiy siy a-/ n. [count], pl. 
-dos. an enthusiastic fan; devotee: an aficionado of the 
opera. 

afield (ə féld’) /a'fiyld/ adv. Usually: far afield 1. 
abroad; away from home: The tourists came from far 
afield. 2. away from the subject: Your essay has wan- 
dered far afield from the topic at hand. 

a-fire (ə fier’) /a'fay®r/ adj. 1. on fire: [after a noun): to 
set a house afire. [be + ~]: The house was afire. 2. [be 
+ ~] very eager and excited: was all afire with the 
thought of the trip. 

a-flame (ə flam/) /o'fleym/ adj. 1. on fire; ablaze; in 
flames: [after a noun]: She set the curtains aflame. {be 
+ ~]: The barn was aflame. 2. [be + ~] very eager and 
excited: was aflame with desire. 

afloat (ə dt’) /a'flowt/ adv., adj. 1. floating or staying 
on the surface of the water: The ship was Still afloat. We 
kept the raft afloat. 2. financially solvent: The company 
was barely afloat after the recession wiped out its profits. 
He has succeeded in keeping the company afloat. 3. in 
circulation; passing from person to person: A rumor was 
afloat. 

a-flut-ter (ə flut/ar) /a'flator/ adj. in a flutter; agitated or 
excited: [be + ~~]: She was all aflutter, thinking of the 
party. {after a noun): hearts aflutter with delight. 

afoot (ə foot’) /a'fut/ adj. being made ready; in prog- 
ress: [after a noun]: There is a plan afoot. [be + ~): The 
plans are afoot. 

a-foresmen-tioned (ə f6r/men/shend ə för/-) /a'for- 
menfond, o'fowr-/ adj. [before a noun] mentioned ear- 
lier: the aforementioned papers. = 

a-fore-said (ə f6r/sed’, ə for/-) /a'for,sed, a'f owr-/ adj. 
(before a noun] said or mentioned earlier or previously. 

a-fore-thought (ə for/thdt’, ə fōr7-) /a'for Oot, a'f owr-/ 
adj. (after a noun) thought of previously; planned ahead 
of time; premeditated: with malice aforethought. 

a-foul (ə foul’) /a'fawl/ adj. {after a noun) 1. in collision 
or entanglement: a ship with its shrouds afoul. 
—Idiom. 2. run or fall afoul of, [run/fall + ~ + of + 
obj] a. to become entangled with: The boat ran afoul of 
the seaweed. b. to come into conflict with: He ran afoul 
of the law. 

afraid (ə frad’) /a'freyd/ adj. [be + ~] 1. feeling fear; 
filled with apprehension: suddenly became afraid. [~ + 
of}: afraid of heights. [~ + to + verb]: was afraid to go 
ontside. 2. [~ + (that) clause] feeling regret or unhappi- 
ness: [m afraid we can't go. 3. feeling reluctance or un- 
willingness: [~ + Of]: was afraid of asking questions. (~ 
+ to + verb]: was afraid to ask questions. [~ + (that) 
clause): Can't I stay overnight at her house? —I'm afraid 
you cant = (im sorry, but you cant). —Related 
Words. aFraid and FEARFUL are adjectives, FEAR is both a 
noun and a verb: / was afraid of monsters. They are fear- 
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ful of retaliation from the gang. He was paralyzed by fear. 
He fears that he may have to tell her what he did. 

a-fresh (ə fresh/) /a'fref/ adv. anew; once more: to start 
afresh. 

Af-riscan (afri kan) /wfrikon/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Africa. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Africa. 

Af/rican-Amer/ican also Afro-American, n. [count] 
1. a black American of African descent. —adj. 2. of or re- 
lating to African-Americans. 

Af-ri-kaans (afri kans’, -kanz/) /efri'kans, -'kanz/ n. 
[nonconnt] 1. one of the official languages of the Repub- 
lic of South Africa, developed from the language of 17th- 
century Dutch settlers. —adj. 2. of or relating to Afri- 
kaans or Afrikaners. 

Af-ri-ka-ner (af/ri ka/nar, -kan/ar) /efri'kanor, -'kænər/ 
n. [count] a white person born or living in South Africa 
who is a descendant of 17th-century Dutch settlers. 

Afero (af/rd) /‘xfrow/ adj., n., pl. -ros. —adj. (before a 
noun) 1. of or relating to African-Americans or to black 
traditions, culture, etc.: Afro societies. —n. [count] 2. a 
hairstyle of very curly or frizzy hair grown or cut into a 
full, bushy shape. 

Afro-, a combining form of Arrica: Afro-Cuban. Also, 
esp. before a vowel, Afr-. 

Af-ro-A-mer-i-can (afr ə meri 
rowə'merikən/ n., adj. AFRICAN-AMERICAN. 

Af-ro-cen-tric (af/rd sen/trik) /,efrow'sentrik/ adj. cen- 
tered on Africa or on African-derived cultures, such as 
those of Brazil, Cuba, and Haiti. —Af/ro-cen/trism, n. 
(noncount] —Af/ro-cen/trist, n. [count] 

aft (aft) /aft/ adv. 1. at, close to, or toward the stern of a 
ship or the tail of an aircraft: Take a seat aft, please. 
—adj. 2. situated toward or at the stern or tail: The seat 
was aft of the exit door. 

af-ter (af/tar) /‘xftar/ prep. 1. behind in place or posi- 
tion; following behind: We marched one after the other. 
2. following the completion of; in succession to: Tell me 
after supper. 3. in consequence of: After what has hap- 
pened, | can never return. 4. below in rank or estima- 
tion: placed after Shakespeare among English poets. 5. 
in imitation of: a painting after the artist Raphael. 6. in 
pursuit or search of: l'm after a better paying job. 7. con- 
cerning; about: fo inquire after a person. 8. in agree- 
ment or conformity with: a man after my own heart. 9. in 
spite of: After all her troubles, she’s still optimistic. 10. 
with the same name as: They named her after my grand- 
mother, —adv. 11. behind; in the rear: The marchers 
came first and the floats came after. 12. later in time; af- 
terward: They lived happily ever after. —adj. 13. [only 
before a noun} later; subsequent: /n after years we never 
heard from him. —conj. 14. subsequent to the time that: 
After the boys left, we cleaned up the house. —Idiom. 
15. after all, a. nevertheless: We were angry with her, 
but, after all, she was our child and we had to forgive 
her. b. (used to remind the reader or listener that there 
is a strong basis for what is said): Of course he's ex- 
hausted. After all, he’s been driving for ten straight 
hours. 

af-ter-birth (af/tar birth’) /'æftər,b3r0/ n. (count) the 
material expelled from the uterus after childbirth. 

af-ter-burn-er (af/tar bir/nar) /‘zftor,bsrnar/ n. [count] 
a device for increasing the power of a jet engine by burn- 
ing extra fuel in the exhaust gases. 

af-ter-care (af/tar kar’) /‘wftor,kear/ n. (noncount] the 
care and treatment of a patient recovering from an oper- 
ation or trauma. 

af-ter-ef-fect (af/tar i fekt’) /‘aftori,fekt/ n. [count] a 
delayed effect, as one that follows the stimulus that pro- 
duced it: the aftereffects of the drug. 

af-ter-glow (af/tar gl6’) /‘xftor,glow/ n. [count] 1. the 
glow frequently seen in the sky after sunset. 2. the pleas- 
ant remembrance of a past experience, glory, etc. 

af-ter-im-age (af/tar im/ij) /‘eftor,imid3/ n. [count] a 
visual image that stays in one’s vision even after one 
looks away, closes one’s eyes, etc. 

af-ter-life (af/tar lif”) /‘zftor,layf/ n., pl. -lives. life after 
death: [noncount): belief in the afterlife. [count]: Do you 
believe in an afterlife? 

af-tersmath (af/ter math’) /'æftər,mæ0/ n. [count; usu- 
ally singular) something that follows from an event: in 
the aftermath of the war. 

af-ter-noon (af/tar ndon’) /,eftor'nuwn/ n. 1. the time 
from noon until evening: (count): every afternoon. (non- 
count; by + ~): I'll get it done by afternoon. —adj. 2. of, 
relating to, or occurring during the afternoon: an after- 
noon nap. 

af-ter-taste (af/tar tast’) /'æftər,teyst/ n. (count; usually 


kən) /æf- 


afresh to -age 


singular} 1. a taste remaining after the substance caus- 
ing it is no longer in the mouth. 2. a feeling left after an 
unpleasant experience: The performance left them with a 
bad aftertaste. 

af-ter-thought (af/tar thdt’) aeftor,Oot/ n. 1. [non- 
count) a later or second thinking; reconsideration: On af- 
ferthought, youre right. 2. (count) something added 
later, such as a part or feature. 

af-ter-ward (af/ter ward) /'xftorword/ also af/ter- 
wards, adv. at a later time; subsequently. 

af-tereword (af/tar wird’) eftor,ward/ n. [count] a 
concluding section of a book; closing statement. 

-ag-, root. -ag- comes from Latin and Greek, where it 
has the meaning “to move, go, do”. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: AGENDA, AGENT, AGILE, AGITATE, 
AGOG, EXAGGERATE. 

again (a gen’) /a'gen/ adv. 1. once more; another time: 
Spell your name again, please. 2. on the other hand: It 
might happen, and again it might not. See then again 
below. 3. back to a condition, state, or place that existed 
before: She was better for a while but now she is sick 
again. —Idiom. 4. again and again, with many repeti- 
tions; often. 5. as much again, twice as much. 6. then 
again, on the other hand; however: /t might rain, but 
then again it might not. 

a-gainst (ə genst/) /a'genst/ prep. 1. in opposition to; 
contrary to: twenty votes against ten. 2. in resistance to 
or defense from: protection against mosquitoes. 3. in an 
opposite direction to: walking against the wind. 4. in or 
into contact with; upon: Don't lean against the door. 5. in 
preparation for: saving money against a rainy day. 6. 
having as background: a design of flowers against a dark 
wall. 7. to be deducted from: The loan was an advance 
against salary. 8. in competition with: a race against 
time. 9. in contrast with: Use reason as against emotion. 
——Idiom. 10. have something against, [~ + obj) to 
be in opposition to; be opposed to: She has something 
against my attending the class. 

agape (ə gap’, ə gap’) /a'gcyp, ə'gæp/ adv. 1. with the 
mouth wide open, as in wonder: stood there agape at the 
news. —adj. [after a noun] 2. wide open: stood with his 
mouth agape. 

a-@ar (a’gar, ag’ar) /'agar, 'ægər/ n. [noncount) Also, 
a/gar-a/gar. a gel made from red algae, used in labora- 
tories as a base to allow substances to grow and as a 
thickener in food. 

agate (ad/it) /‘xgit/ n. 1. a stone used in jewelry, with 
curved, colored bands or other markings: [noncount]: 
The pendant was made of beautiful agate. (count): pol- 
ished agates. 2. [count] a playing marble made of agate. 

a*eZarve (ə ga/ve, ə ga/-) /a'gaviy, a'gey-/ n. [noncount; 
count] a desert plant having a single tall flower stalk and 
thick leaves, used for its fibers. 

age (aj) /cyd3/ n., v., aged, ag-ing or age-ing. —n. 1. 
the length of time during which a being or thing has ex- 
isted; length of life or existence: [noncount): Trees of un- 
known age. (count): Their ages are 10 and 13. 2. (non- 
count] a period of human life, measured by years from 
birth, when a person is regarded as having certain pow- 
ers or being qualified for certain privileges or responsibil- 
ities: has reached the age of reason; is under the legal 
drinking age; was over the age of military service. 3. 
[noncount] one of the periods or stages of human life: a 
person of middle age. 4. (noncount) advanced years; old 
age: His eyes were dim with age. 5. [count] a generation 
or a series of generations: the ages not yet born. 6. 
(count, often singular] the period of history in which an 
individual lives:the most famous architect of the age. 7. 
[count; often: Age] a particular period of history; a histor- 
ical epoch: the Bronze Age. 8. (count; often plural a 
long period of time: / havent seen you for ages. 9. 
[count] average life expectancy: The ages of different 
species of horses vary from 25 to 30 years. —v. 10. to 
(cause to) grow old: [no obj): She is aging gracefully. {~ 
+ obj): Worry aged him overnight. 11. to (cause to) 
come to maturity: (no obj): The wine aged in great 
wooden barrels. [~ + obj): cheese aged for at least 
three years. —Idiom. 12. be or come of age, to 
reach an age at which one may vote, etc., as specified by 
law: had to be of age to drink beer legally. —Related 
Words. ace is both a noun and a verb, AGED and AGING 
are adjectives but they can also be used as plural nouns: 
His age is twenty-one. He aged dramatically during the 
crisis. The aged have rights, too. The aging generation 
needs a variety of social services. 

-age, suffix. -age is used to form noncount mass or ab- 
Stract nouns: 1. It is used to form nouns from other 


aged to agrarian 


nouns, with meanings such as “collection” (coinage = a 
collection or gronp of coins) and “quantity or measure” 
(footage = quantity of feet in measurement). 2. It is also 
used to form nouns from verbs, with meanings such as 
“process” (coverage = the act or process of covering), 
“the outcome of, the fact of” or “the physical effect or 
remains of” (spoilage = the result of spoiling; wreckage 
= the remains of wrecking), and “amount charged” (tow- 
age = charge for towing; postage = amount charged for 
posting, that is, sending through the mail. 

aeged (a/jid for 1; ajd for 2, 3) /‘cyd3id for 1; eyd3d for 
2, 3/ adj. 1. of advanced age; old: my aged aunt. 2. of 
the age of: [after a noun). a man aged 40 years. [be + 
~: My daughter is aged 13. 3. brought to maturity or 
mellowness, as wine or cheese. 

age-ism (a/jiz am) /‘cyd31zam/ n. [noncount] discrimi- 
nation against older persons. —age/ist, adj., n. [count] 

age-less (aj/lis) /‘cyd3lis/ adj. 1. not aging or appearing 
to grow old: The actor seemed ageless. 2. lasting for- 
ever; eternal: ageless beauty. —age/less-ly, adv. 

—age/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

a-gen-cy (a/jan sé) /'eyd3ənsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [count] 
an organization, company, or bureau that provides a par- 
ticular service: a welfare agency; an employment agency. 
2. [count] the place of business of an agent: independent 
insurance agency. 3. [noncount]) a means or method of 
exercising power or influence; a way something is ac- 
complished: awarded the contract through the agency of 
friends. See -AG-. 

a-geneda (ə jen’da) /a'd3zenda/ n. [count], pl. -das or 
-da. a list, plan, outline of things to be done or voted 
upon, etc.: Make up an agenda for the meeting. 
—Usage. Originally agenda was the plural of a now 
older agendum, but today it is thought of as a singular 
noun. See -AG-. 

a-gent (a/jant) /‘cyd3ant/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that acts. 2. a person or business authorized to act on 
another's behalf: The ballplayer’s agent got him a higher 
salary. 3. a natural force or object producing or used for 
obtaining specific results: Many insects are agents of fer- 
tiization. 4. a person who works for or manages an 
agency: a travel agent. 5. a person who acts in an Official 
capacity for a government agency: an FBI agent. 6. (in 
grammar) a word or phrase, usually a noun or noun 
phrase, that performs or causes the action expressed by 
the verb. 7. a drug, chemical, or substance that causes a 
chemical or biological reaction. —a-genetial (a jen’shal) 
/ey'd3enfol/ adj. —-Usage. In an active sentence, the 
agent is usually the subject, such as The police in The 
police caught the thief. But in a Passive sentence, the 
agent may appear after by, as in The thief was caught by 
the police, where the agent is still fe police. In other 
passive sentences, the agent may not appear at all; Your 
wallet was stolen has no noun phrase that is the agent. 
See -AG-. 

A/gent Or/ange, n. [noncount] a powerful herbicide 
containing small amounts of dioxin, used heavily during 
the Vietnam War. 

age/’-old’, adj. {before a noun] ancient; from a time 
long ago: age-old traditions. 

ag-glom-er-a-tion (ə glom/a ra/shan) /a,gloma'reyfan/ 
n. 1. {noncount] the action of collecting or gathering into 
a cluster or mass. 2. [count] a heap, Cluster, or mass, 
usually untidy or messy: a mige agglomeration of rub- 
bish. 

ag-glu-ti-nate (ə gldot/n at’) /a'gluwtn,cyt/ v. [no obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to adhere, stick, or clump together: /n 
minutes the mixture agglutinated, forming a sticky mass. 

ag-giurti-nastion (ə gldot’n a’shan) /a ,gluwtn'cyJfan/ n. 
1. {moncount] the act or process of agglutinating. 2. 
[count] the mass or Cluster formed by agglutinating. 

ag-gran-dize (ə gran/diz, ag’ran diz’) /o'grændayz, 
‘egran,dayz/ v. [~ + obj], -dized, -diz-ing. 1. to widen 
in scope; enlarge; extend: The cornpany aggrandized its 
operations overseas. 2. to make great or greater in 
power, wealth, rank, or honor: They worked hard to ag- 
grandize the family namnie. —ag-gran/dizeement 
(a gran/diz meant) /o'greendizmoant/ n. [noncount] 

ag-gra-vate (ag/ra vat’) /'ægrə,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. 1. to make worse or more severe: in- 
tensify: rernarks that only aggravated an already tense 
Situation. 2. to annoy; irritate; exasperate: The coristant 
noise aggravated the readers. —ag-gra-va-tion (ag/ra- 
vā/shən) /,wegra'veyfan/ n. [noncount; count] —Usage. 
Informally, the verb aggravate is used in both senses. 
However, the sense “to annoy” is sometimes objected to, 
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and is used less often than the sense “to make worse” in 
formal speech and writing. 


ag-gra-vat-ed (ag/ra va’tid) /‘egro,veytid/ adj. 1. very 


annoyed; exasperated: aggravated, weary commuters. 2. 
[before a noun] Law. characterized by some feature that 
makes a crime more serious: aggravated assault. 


ag-gre-gate (adjective, noun ag/ri git, -gat’; verb -gat’) 


ladjective, noun ‘xgrigit, -,geyt; verb -,geyU adj., n., Vv., 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. —adj. [before a noun) 1. formed by 
joining or collecting into a whole mass or sum; com- 
bined: the aggregate amount. —n. [count] 2. a sum, 
mass, or collection of individual items: an aggregate of 
some 500 points earned over 5 years. —v. 3. to (cause 
to) come together into one mass or whole: l obj]: 
Sociologists aggregated the data for several groups. [no 
obj]: The white blood cells aggregated in the wound to 
fight infection. —Idiom. 4. in the aggregate, consid- 
ered as a whole: Savings in the aggregate are on the up- 
swing. See -GREG-. 


ag-gres-sion (ə gresh/’an) /a'grefan/ n. [noncount) 1. 


the action of making unprovoked assaults or attacks 
against another, esp. so as to dominate. 2. hostility to- 
ward or attack upon another, whether in words or in ges- 
tures or other acts: The panhandler’s aggression fright- 
ened the passersby. —agegres-sor (Ə gres/ar) /a'gresar/ 
n. [count] See -GRESS-. 

ag-gres-sive (a gres/iv) /a'gresiv/ adj. 1. characterized 
by or tending toward aggression; warlike; hostile: the ag- 
gressive nature of the dictator's actions. 2. vigorously en- 
ergetic: an aggressive approach to solving problems. 
—ag-gres/sive-ly, adv. —ag-gres/’sive-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

ag-grieved (a grévd/) /a'griyvd/ adj. injured or hurt be- 
cause of injustice: felt aggrieved by the criticism. 

a-ghast (ə gast’) /a'gexst/ adj. [be + J filled with sud- 
den fear, horror, or amazement: was aghast after wit- 
nessing the accident. 

agile (ajfal, -il) /'æd3əl, -ayl/ adj. 1. quick and well- 
coordinated in movement; nimble: agile athletes. 2. 
mentally resourceful: an agile mind. —ag/ile-ly, adv. 
—argileiety (ə jii tē) /a'd3ilitiy/ n. [noncount] See -AG-. 

ag-i-tate (aj/i tat’) //æd3ı,teyt/ v., -tateed, -tat-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to move or force into violent, irregular action: 
The strong winds agitated the plane. 2. [~ + obj] to dis- 
turb or excite emotionally; upset; perturb: Please don't 
agitate the patients. 3. [~ + for/against + obj] to arouse 
public interest and support for or against (a political or 
social cause): to agitate for repeal of a tax. —ag:ietartion 
(aj/i ta’shan) /,ed3i'teyfon/ n. [noncount) —ag/ita’tor, 
n. [count] See -AG-. 

a-gleam (ə glēm/) /ə'gliym/ adj. gleaming; bright: eyes 
agleam with pleasure. 

a-glit-ter (a glitfar) /a'glitar/ adj. glittering; sparkling: 
houses aglitter with lights. 

aeglow (a glō) /aglow/ adj. [be + ~(+ with)] glowing: 
The room was aglow with firelight. 

ag-nosstic (ag nos/tik) /eg'nnstik/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who believes that no one can Know for certain about 
the existence of God. —adj. 2. of or relating to agnostics. 
—ag-nos-ti-cism (ag nos/ta siz’am) /eg'nnsto,sizom/ n. 
[noncount] See -GNos-. 

aego (ə gd’) /a'gow/ adj. [after a noun] 1. gone by; past: 
She got here five days ago. —adv. 2. in the past: /t hap- 
pened long ago. 

agog (Əə god’) /a'gng/ adj. [be + ~] highly excited by 
eagerness, Curiosity, anticipation, etc.: was all agog with 
exciternent when she heard the news. See -AG-. 

-agon-, root. -agon- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “struggle, fight”. This meaning is found in such 
words aS: AGONIZE, AGONY, ANTAGONIST, PROTAGONIST. 

ag-ornize (ag/ə niz’) /‘wga,nayz/ v. [~ + over + obj], 
-nized, -niz-ing. to suffer great pain, anguish, or anxiety, 
as by thinking about something continuously: They ago- 
nized every night over their decision. —ag/oenized, adj.: 
agonized cries of pain. —ag/o-niz:ing, adj.: an agonizing 
decision. —ag/o-niz/ing-ly, adv. See -aGon-. 

ag-oreny (aga nē) /'ægəniy/ n., pl. -nies. extreme mental 
or physical pain or suffering: [noncount): to cry out in ag- 
ony. [count]: suffered many agomes. See -AGON-. 

ag-o-raspho-biea (ag/ar ə f5/bé ə) /wgora'fowbiya/ n. 
{noncount) fear of being in public places or open areas. 
—ag/o-ra:pho/bic, adj., n. [count] 

-agr-, root. -agr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “farming; field”. This meaning is found in such 
words as: AGRICULTURE, AGRONOMY. 

a-grar-iean (ə grar’é an) /a'greariyan/ adj. 1. relating to 
land, land ownership, or the division of agricultural prop- 
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erty. 2. rural; agricultural: an agrarian nation. —n. 
[count] 3. a person who favors the equal division of land. 
—a-grar/i-an-ism, n. [noncourit] See -AGR-. 

a-gree (ə grē/) /o'griy/ v., agreed, a-gree-ing. 1. [~ + 
with + obj) to be of one mind: / agree completely with 
you. 2. to have the same opinion: [~ + on + obj): We 
don't agree on politics. [~ + (that) clause]: We all agree 
that you need a vacation. 3. to give consent; assent: ac- 
cept; approve: [~ + fo + obj]: Do you agree to those 
conditions? [~ + to + verb]: Do you agree to accept 
those conditions? [~ + that clause]: | agree that I will 
help your cause. 4. [~ + on/ipon + obj] to arrive at a 
settlement or understanding: The buyer and seller have 
agreed on/upon the price. 5. to be consistent: be the 
same as or similar to; correspond; harmonize: [no obj): 
His story and my story agree. [~ + with + obj): Her 
Story agrees with mine. 6. [~ + with + obj] to be 
healthful or pleasing: Humid air doesn't agree with me. 
7. (of a subject and a verb in English, or of a pronoun 
and the word it stands for) to correspond by having the 
correct forms: [~ + with + obj]: The subject agrees with 
the verb. [no obj): The subject and verb agree. 
—Related Words. acree is a verb, AGREEABLE is an ad- 
jective, AGREEMENT is a noun: / agree with what you Say. | 
agreed that we would have to finish. The weather was 
very agreeable. We had an agreement abont who takes 
care of the dog. —Usage. In English, a subject agrees 
with its verb in certain tenses or for certain forms. In he 
runs, the third person singular verb runs agrees with the 
third person singular subject He. Also, certain possessive 
adjectives and pronouns must correspond to the nouns 
they modify or stand for in English. In the sentence Steve 
or John should raise his hand, the pronoun his agrees 
with the noun Steve or the noun John. It is usually con- 
sidered incorrect to write Steve or John should raise their 
hand, because their would agree with a plural noun. 

a-gree-a-ble (ə gré/a bal) /a'griyabol/ adj. 1. to one’s 
liking; pleasing; pleasant: agreeable manners; an agreea- 
ble voice. 2. willing to agree: Are you agreeable to my 
plans? 3. suitable: Are my plans agreeable to you? 

a-gree-ment (ə gré/mant) /a'griymant/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of agreeing or of coming to a mutual arrange- 
ment. 2. [count] an arrangement accepted by all parties 
to a transaction: At long last we had an agreement. 3. 
[count] a contract or other document giving details of 
such an arrangement: Sign the agreement here. 4. [non- 
count] in English, the correspondence in form between 
the subject and verb in certain tenses, or between a 
noun and a possessive pronoun: Subject verb agreement 
was her biggest grammar problem. 

ag-ri-busi-ness (ag/ra biz/nis) /‘wgro,biznis/ n. [non- 
count] the businesses associated with producing, proc- 
essing, and distributing agricultural products. See -AGR-. 

ag-ri-cul-ture (ag/ri kul/char) /'ægrı,kaltfər/ n. [non- 
count] the science, art, or work concerned with cultivat- 
ing land, raising crops, and feeding and raising livestock; 
farming. —ag/ri-cul/tur-al, adj. —ag/ri-cul/tur-al-ist, 
n. [count] —ag/ri-cul/tur-al-ly, adv. See -acr-. 

a-gron-o-my (Ə gron’a me) /a'gronomiy/ n. (noncount] 
the science of farm management and of the production 
of crops. —ag-ro-nom-ic (ag/ra nom/ik) /,egra'nomik/ 
adj. —a-gron/o-mist, n. [count] See -Nom-!, -AGR-. 

a-ground (ə ground’) /a'grawnd/ adv. onto the ground 
beneath a body of water: The ship ran aground. 

a-gue (a/gyoo) /'eygyuw/ n. [noncount] chills and fever, 
esp. when associated with malaria. 

ah (a) /a/ interj. 1. (used to express pain, surprise, pity, 
pleasure, and other emotions). 2. (used to express hesi- 
tation in stating something): Im buying this for, ah, my 
colleague. 

aha (a ha’) /a'ha/ interj. (used to express triumph, 
agreement, discovery, or other emotions or feelings). 

a-head (ə hed’) /a'hed/ adv. 1. in or to the front; before: 
Can you see ahead without headlights? 2. in a forward 
direction; onward: The train jerked ahead a few feet. 3. 
into or for the future: It's wise to plan ahead. 4. so as to 
register a later time: In spring we set the clock ahead 
one hour. —adj. [be + ~]5. having the highest score so 
far, as in a competition; presently winning: Our team was 
ahead at halftime. —-Idiom. 6. ahead of, [~ + obj] 
before or further than: / always arrived ahead of the 
others. 7. get ahead, move onward to success: to get 
ahead in the world. 

a-hem (pronounced as a nasalized scraping sound, as if 
Clearing the throat; spelling pron. Ə hem’, hem) 
/pronounced as a nasalized scraping sound, as if clear- 
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ing the throat; spelling pron. a'hem, hem/ interj. (used 
to attract attention or express a mild warning). 

-aholic, suffix. -aholic (originally taken from the word at- 
COHOLIC)) is used to form new words with the general 
meaning “a person who is addicted to or strongly desires 
(some object or activity),” the activity being shown by the 
initial part of the word. Thus, a chargeaholic is someone 
who uses a charge card a lot; a foodaliolic is someone 
who always wants food. Compare -Houic. 

a-hoy (a hoi’) /a'hay/ interj. (used at sea to call to an- 
other ship, attract attention, etc.): Ahoy, there! 

aid (ad) /eyd/ v. 1. to provide support (for) or relief (to): 
help: [~ + obj]: accused of aiding the enemy. [~ + in + 
obj): They aided in the development of the country. 2. {~ 
+ obj] to promote the progress of; facilitate: The sleep- 
ing pill will aid your sleep. —n. 3. [noncount) help or 
support; assistance: financial aid to the country. 4. 
[count] a person or thing that aids or furnishes assis- 
tance: an aid to digestion. 

aide (ad) /eyd/ n. [count] 1. an assistant or helper, esp. 
a confidential one: an administrative aide. 2. ADE-DE- 
CAMP. 

aide-de-camp (ad/da kamp/) /'eyddə'kæmp/ n. [count], 
pl. aides-de-camp (adz-/) /eydz-'/. a military officer who 
assists a higher-ranking general or admiral. 

AIDS (adz) /eydz/ n. (noncount) an acronym from ac- 
quired immune deficiency syndrome, a disease of the 
immune system that makes the victim less able to resist 
infection, cancer, and neurological disorders. 

ail (al) /eyl/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to cause pain, uneasiness, or 
trouble to: What ails you, child? 2. [no obj) to be unwell; 
feel pain; be ill: She's been ailing ever since she was bit- 
ten by that deer tick. 

ai-ler-on (a/la ron’) /‘eyla,ron/ n. [count] a flap on the 
back surface of an aircraft wing, used to control the 
plane's roll and to perform banks. 

ailment (al/mant) /‘cylmant/ n. [count] a physical dis- 
order or illness. 

aim (am) /eym/ v. 1. to point (a firearm, ball, etc.) so 
that the thing discharged or thrown will hit a target: [~ + 
obj): The police officer aimed the pistol and fired. {no 
obj): He turned, aimed, and fired all in one motion. (~ + 
at + obj): She aimed at the target. [~ + obj + at + 
obj): She aimed a kick at him. 2. [~ + obj + at + obj) 
to direct toward a particular goal: The lawyer aimed his 
remarks at the jury. 3. to strive; try: [~ + at + verb-ing]: 
We aim at pleasing everyone. [~ + to + verb]: We aim 
to please. 4. [~ + to + verb] to intend: She aims to go 
tomorrow. —n. 5. [noncount] the act of directing any- 
thing at or toward a target: How good is your aim? 6. 
[noncount] the direction in which a weapon or missile is 
pointed: His aim was a little off. 7. (noncouné the point 
to be hit: fo miss one’s aim. 8. [count] purpose; inten- 
tion: /t is my aim to reform the program. —Idiom. 9. 
take aim (at), [take + ~ (+ at + obj) to point a 
weapon or one’s efforts at: took aim at the target; took 
aim at reforrning the bureaucrats. —aim/er, n. (count) 

aim-less (am/lis) /'eymlis/ adj. purposeless; random: 
aimless violence. —aim/less-ly, adv. —aim/less-ness, 
n. tnoncount] 

ain’t (ant) /eynt/ v. 1. Nonstandard except in some dia- 
fects. am not; are not; is not: Well, it just ain't right. 2. 
Nonstandard. have not; has not; do not; does not: did 
not: / ain't got nobody. 

air (ar) /ear/ n. 1. [noncount; often: the + ~] the mixture 
of nitrogen, oxygen, and other gases that surrounds the 
earth and forms its atmosphere. 2. [noncount] a light 
breeze: The air stirred. 3. [noncount; often: the + ~ 
overhead space; sky: The kite rose high in the air. 4. 
[count; singular] general character or appearance: aura: 
had an air of mystery about him. 5. airs, [plural an af- 
fected or haughty manner: Stop putting on airs. 6. 
[count] a tune; melody: humming a simple air. 7. (non- 
count] aircraft as a means of transportation: to Ship by 
air. 8. [(noncount) Informal. an air-conditioning system: a 
car equipped with air and a cassette player. —v. 9. to ex- 
pose to the air; ventilate: {~ (+ out) + obj): to air (out) a 
room. [~ + obj (+ out)]: Let's air the room (out). [no 
obj; (~ + out)): Let the room air (ont). 10. [~ + obj) to 
bring to public notice; display: to air one's opinions. 11. 
to broadcast or televise; to be broadcast or televised: (j= 
+ obj): aired the program during prime time. {no obj): 
The program airs in prime time. —adj. 12. operating by 
air pressure or by acting upon air: an air pump. 13. of or 
relating to aircraft or to aviation: air traffic control. 
—Idiom. 14. clear the air, to get rid of or eliminate 
misunderstandings: decided to discuss their differences 
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and Clear the air. 15. in the air, being talked about: An 
interesting rumor is in the air. 16. off the air, not 
broadcasting or being broadcast: Suddenly the station 
went off the air. 17. on the air, broadcasting or being 
broadcast: The President is on the air tonight. 18. up in 
the air, not decided; unsettled: Their plans are still up in 
the air. 19. walk on air, to feel very happy or elated. 
—air/less, adj. —air/less-ness, n. (noncount] 

air’ bag’, n. [count] a plastic bag mounted in the pas- 
senger compartment of a motor vehicle that cushions the 
driver and passengers by inflating in the event of a colli- 
sion. 

air’ base’, n. [count] a military airport. 

aireborne (ar/b6rn’, -born’) /‘ear,born, -,bowrn/ adj. 1. 
carried by the air: airborne pollution. 2. [be + ~] in 
flight; aloft: The plane was soon airborne. 

air’ brake’, n. [count] a brake operated by compressed 
air: a large truck with air brakes. 

airebrush (ar/brush’) /‘cor,braf/ n. [count] 1. a device 
that turns paint to a fine mist and sprays it. —v. [~ + 
obj} 2. to paint or decorate by using an airbrush. 3. to 
remove or alter by or as if by means of an airbrush: air- 
brushed the blemishes from the picture. 

air’-condi/tion, v. [~ + obj] to furnish with air condi- 
tioning. —air’ condi’tioner, n. (count) 

air’ condi/tioning, n. [noncount) a system for reduc- 
ing the temperature and humidity of the air in an en- 
closed space. —air/-condi’tioning, adj. [before a noun): 
a new air-conditioning system. 

air-craft (ar/kraft’) /‘cor,kreft/ n. [count], pl. -craft. any 
machine that can fly, esp. airplanes, gliders, and helicop- 
ters. 

air’craft car/rier, n. [count] a warship equipped with 
a large open deck for the taking off and landing of war- 
planes. 

airedrop (ar/drop’) /'cor,drop/ v., -dropped, -drop-ping, 
n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to drop (persons, equipment, etc.) 
by parachute from an aircraft in flight. —n. [count] 2. the 
act or process of airdropping. 

air-field (ar/féld’) /‘cor,fiyld/ n. [count] a level area on 
which airplanes take off and land. 

Air’ Force’, n. 1. [proper noun] the U.S. department in 
charge of the nation’s military air power. 2. [count air 
force] the military unit of any nation that carries out air 
operations. 

air’ gun’, n. [count] a gun that fires by compressed air. 

airshead (ar/hed’) /'cor,hed/ n. [count] Slang. a scatter- 
brained or simple-minded person. —air’head/ed, adj. 

air’ kiss’, n. [count] a pursing of the lips in a pretended 
kiss. 

air’ lane’, n. [count] a route regularly used by air- 
planes; airway. 

air’ letter’, n. [count] a letter sent by air. 

air-lift (ar/lift”) leor, lift/ n. [count] Also, air? lift’. 1. the 
act, process, or system for transporting persons or cargo 
by aircraft, esp. in an emergency. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
transport (persons or Cargo) by airlift: to airlift supplies. 

aireline (ar/lin’) /‘ear,layn/ n. [count] 1. a company that 
owns or Operates a system furnishing air transportation 
between specified points. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of, 
for, or on an airline: an airline pilot. 

airelineer (ar/li/nar) /‘gor,laynor/ n. [count] a passenger 
aircraft operated by an airline. 

air’ lock’, n. [count] an airtight chamber permitting 
passage to or from a space in which the air is kept under 
pressure. 

airemail or air-mail (ar’mal’) /‘cor,meyl/ n. [noncount) 
Also, air’ mail’. 1. a system of sending mail by airplane. 
2. the mail sent by this system: The only deliveries were 
airmail. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating to airmail: 
airmail delivery. —adv. 4. by airmail: to send letters air- 
mail. —v. 5. to send by airmail: [~ + obj]: airmailed the 
letters. [~ + obj + to + obj): aintnailed the letters to us. 
[~ + obj + obj): airmailed us the letters. 

aireman (ar/man) /‘earmon/ n. (count), pl. -men. 1. a 
flyer, pilot, or member of an air force. 2. U.S. Air Force. 
an enlisted person of one of the three lowest ranks (air/- 
man ba/sic, airman, air/man first’ class’). 

air’ mass’, n. [count] a body of air covering a wide 
area and having almost the same properties or charac- 
teristics throughout. 

aireplane (ar/plan’) /‘eor,pleyn/ m. [count] a heavier- 
than-air craft that has wings and is driven in flight by pro- 
pellers or jet propulsion. Also, esp. Brit., aeroplane. 

air’ pock/et, n. [count] a downward current causing an 
aircraft to lose altitude suddenly. 
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air-port (âr/pôrt/, -pdrt’) /‘eor,port, -,powrt/ n. [count] a 
place that has facilities for the landing, takeoff, shelter, 
supply, and repair of aircraft. 

air’ raid’, n. [count] a raid by aircraft, esp. for bombing 
a particular area. 

air’ ri/fle, n. [count] a rifle fired by compressed air. 

airship (ar/ship’) /‘cor,Jip/ n. [count] a self-propelled, 
lighter-than-air craft in which the direction of flight can 
be controlled; dirigible. Compare BLIMP. 

airesick (ar/sik’) /‘car,sik/ adj. [often: be + ~] ill or sick 
from the motion of an aircraft. —air/sick’/ness, n. [non- 
count] 

airspace (ar/spas/) /'eor,speys/ n. [noncount) the air or 
sky above a nation, considered to belong to that nation. 

air’ strike’ or air’strike’, n. [count] an attack on a 
target by military aircraft. 

airestrip (ar/strip’) /‘car,strip/ n. [count] an aircraft run- 
way without airport facilities. 

air-tight (ar/tit’) /‘cor,tayt/ adj. 1. sealed so as to pre- 
vent the entrance or escape of air or gas: The food 
stayed fresh in the airtight container. 2. having no weak 
points that an opponent could use to get an advantage: 
His alibi was airtight. 

air’-to-air’, adj. [before a noun) operating between air- 
borne objects: air-to-air missiles. 

airewaves (ar/wavz’) /‘car,weyvz/ n. [plural] the radio 
waves used for radio and television broadcasting. 

aireway (ar/wa’) /‘cor,wey/ n. [count] 1. AIR LANE. 2. the 
passageway by which air passes from the nose or mouth 
to the air sacs of the lungs. 

airewor-thy (ar/wir’theé) /‘car,w3ardiy/ adj., -thi-er, -thi- 
est. (of an aircraft) equipped and maintained in condi- 
tion to fly. —air/wor’thieness, n. [noncount) 

airey (ar/é) /‘coriy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. open to a free 
flow of fresh air; breezy: airy rooms. 2. made up of or 
having the character of air; immaterial: airy phantoms. 3. 
light in appearance; thin: airy, almost see-through gar- 
ments, 4. light in manner; sprightly; lively: airy songs. 5. 
not solid; not substantial; unreal; imaginary: airy re- 
sponses to difficult questions. 6. snobbish; haughty: a 
look of airy superiority. —air-iely (ar/a lē) /‘earaliy/ adv. 
—air/ieness, n. [noncount) 

aisle (il) /ayl/ n. [count] 1. a walkway between or along 
sections of seats, shelves, counters, etc., as in a theater, 
church, or department store. See illustration at SUPERMAR- 
KET. ——Idiom. 2. (rolling) in the aisles, (of an audi- 
ence) convulsed with laughter. 

a-jar (ə jar’) /a'd3ar/ adj., adv. partly open: The door 
was ajar. She had left the door ajar. 

AK, an abbreviation of: Alaska. 

a.k.a. or aka, an abbreviation of: also known as (used 
when identifying an alias): Clark Kent, a.k.a. Superman. 
aekimebo (ə kim/bō) /a'kimbow/ adv. with hand on hip 
and elbow bent outward: fo stand with arms akimbo. 

ackin (ə kin’) /a'kin/ adj. [be + ~ + to] having similar 
properties, qualities, preferences, etc.: Her thoughts on 
the subject were akin to mine. 

-al', suffix. -al is used to form adjectives from nouns, 
with the meaning “relating to, of the kind of, having the 
form or character of:” autumn + -al ~ autumnal (= re- 
lating to the season autumn); nature + -al ~ natural (= 
having the character of nature). 

-al’, suffix. -alis used to form nouns from verbs, with the 
meaning “the act of:” deny + -al 7 denial (= the act of 
denying); refuse + -al 7 refusal (= the act of refusing). 

AL, an abbreviation of: Alabama. 

a la or a la (a7 lä, ala) /'a la, 'xlo/ prep. in the manner 
or style of: a poem a la Byron. 

Ala., an abbreviation of: Alabama. 

aleaebas-ter (al’a bas/’tar) /'ælə bæstər/ n. [noncount) 1. 
a kind of white, chalklike gypsum substance used for or- 
naments and statues. —adj. Also, alea-bas-trine (al/a- 
bas/trin) /elo'bwstrin/. 2. made of, or resembling, ala- 
baster; smooth and white. 

a la carte or a la carte (ala kart’, alə) /a'la kart, 
wlo/ adv., adj. from cr according to a menu having a 
separate price for each item: We ordered à la carte. Eve- 
rything is à la carte. 

aclaceriety (ə lak/ri tē) /a'lakritiy/ n. [poncount] cheer- 
ful readiness and quickness: responded with alacrity. 

a la mode or a la mode or a-laemode (älä méd/, 
al’a-) /,a'la mowd, ,wlo-/ adj. 1. [only: be + ~] fashiona- 
ble; up-to-date: Her clothing was à la mode. —adv. 2. 
served with ice cream: apple pie a la mode. 

aelarm (ə lärm/) /a'larm/ n. 1. [noncount] a sudden fear 
or feeling of anxiety due to the awareness of danger; 
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fright: jumped up in alarm. 2. [count] any sound, outcry, 
or information intended to warn of approaching danger: 
The townspeople raised the alarm. 3. [count] an auto- 
matic device that serves to arouse or warn of danger: 
The smoke alarmı went off at 4 a.m. —v. [~ + obj) 4. to 
make fearful or apprehensive; frighten: The news of the 
invasion alarmed the neighboring countries. 5. to warn 
of danger. 6. to equip with an alarm or alarms, as in 
case of fire or robbery. 

a-larm:-ing (ə lar/ming) /ə 'larmin/ adj. frightening; wor- 
risome: art alarming rise in crime. —adarm/ing-ly, adv. 

a-larmeist (ə lar/mist) /a'larmist/ rt. [count] 1. a person 
who is easily alarmed and tends to raise alarms without 
sufficient reason. —adj. 2. of or like an alarmist. 

Alas., an abbreviation of: Alaska. 

a-las (ə las’) /a'las/ interj. (used to express regret or 
concern): There was, alas, nothing we could do. 

al-ba-core (al/bo kôr/, -kōr/) /'xlba,kor, -,kowr/ n. 
[count], pl. -cores, (or when thought Of as a group) 
-core. a long-finned fish of the tuna family. 

Al-ba-niean (al ba/né ən) /al'beyniyan/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Albania. 2. of or relating to the language spoken 
in Albania. —n. 3. [count] a person born or living in Al- 
bania. 4. [noncount] the language spoken in Albania. 

al-ba-tross (al/ba trés’, -tros’) /'alba,tros, -,tros/_n. 
[count], pl. -tross-es, (esp. when thought of as a group) 
-tross for 1. 1. a large, web-footed, mostly white bird of 
southern tropical oceanic waters, having a large wing- 
spread and able to remain aloft for long periods. 2. 
something burdensome that gets in the way of action or 
progress: This huge debt is the company’s albatross. 

al-be-it (ôl bé/it) /ol'biyit/ conj. although: even if; even 
though: a peaceful, albeit brief retirement. 

al-bi-no (al bi/nd) /al'baynow/ n. [count], pl. -nos. 1. a 
person with pale skin, white hair, pinkish eyes, and vision 
problems due to the inability to produce the pigment 
melanin. 2. an animal or plant with an abnormal lack of 
coloring. —adj. (before a noun] 3. of or like an albino: 
albino rats. 

album (al/bam) /'ælbəm/ n. [count] 1. a bound or 
loose-leaf book made up of blank pages for storing or 
displaying photographs or for collecting autographs. 2. a 
recording containing musical selections, a complete play 
or opera, etc.: The album sold several million copies. 

albumen (al byoo’man) /æl'byuwmən/ n. [noncount] 1. 
the white of an egg. 2. ALBUMIN. 

al-buemin or alebuemen (al bydo’man) /al'byuwmon/ n. 
[noncount] a protein found in egg white, milk, blood, 
and other animal and vegetable tissues. 

alchemy (al/kə mē) /'ælkəmiy/ n. (noncount] 1. a 
form of chemistry of the Middle Ages that tried to dis- 
cover an elixir of life and a method for changing ordinary 
metals into gold. 2. any seemingly magical process of 
changing something ordinary into something superior. 
—al/che-mist, n. (count) 

al-co-hol (al/ka hdl’, -hol’) /'ælkə,həl, -,hol/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a colorless liquid produced by yeast fermenta- 
tion and found in wine, beer, and liquor. 2. whiskey, gin, 
vodka, or any other intoxicating liquor containing this liq- 
uid. 

al-co-hol-ic (al’/ka hO/lik, -hol/ik) /,elko'holik, -'holik/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to alcohol; containing or using alco- 
hol: alcoholic beverages. 2. caused by alcohol: in an al- 
coholic daze. —n. [count] 3. a person suffering from al- 
coholism. 

alcoholism (al/kə hô liz’am, -ho-) /'alkoho,lizam, 
-ho-/ n. [noncount] a chronic disorder marked by acute 
dependence on alcohol, physical degeneration, and diffi- 
culty in functioning in society. 

al-cove (al/kov) /‘elkowv/ n. [count] a recessed space 
in a room: a dining alcove. 

al-der (6l/dar) /‘oldar/ n. [count], pl. alders or alder. a 
shrub or tree of the birch family, growing in moist places 
in cool regions. 

aledersman (ôl/dər man) /‘oldarman/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. a member of a legislative or governing body of a 
city. 

ale (al) /eyl/ n. [noncount; count] an alcoholic beverage 
that is made from malt and is darker and more bitter 
than beer. 

a-lert (ə lûrt/) /a'lart/ adj. 1. paying complete attention; 
wide-awake: The children were alert, following the teach- 
ers instructions. 2. watchful and ready to act; vigilant: 
The prison guard was alert at his post. [~ + to]: re- 
mained alert to the danger. —n. (count) 3. a warning or 
alarm of an impending military attack, a storm, etc.: a 
tornado alert. 4. the period in which such a warning or 
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alarm is in effect. —v. [~ + obj (+ to + obj)] 5. to warn 
(troops, ships, etc.) to prepare for a coming attack: 
alerted the air squadron. 6. to make aware of: warn: 
alerting the townspeople to the danger. —Idiom. 7. on 
the alert, prepared for danger or opportunity. 
—a-lert/ly, adv. —a-lert/ness, 1. [noncount] 

-alesc-, root. -alesc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “grow, develop.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ADOLESCENCE, ADOLESCENT, COALESCE. 

alfalfa (al fal/fa) /æl'fælfə/ n. (nonconnt) a plant of the 
legume family used esp. to feed animals. 

al-fres-co or al fres-co (al fres/kō) /æl'freskow/ adv. 
1. out-of-doors: to dine alfresco. —adj. (before a noun] 
2. outdoor: an alfresco picnic. 

-alg-, root. -alg- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “pain.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ANALGESIC, NEURALGIA, NOSTALGIA. 

al-gae (al/jé) /'æxld3iy/ n.pl.; sing.: -ga (-ga). any of many 
groups of one-celled organisms containing chlorophyll 
and usually living in watery or damp environments. —al- 
gal (al/gal) /‘xlgal/ adj. 

al-ge-bra (al/ja bra) /'ældz3əbrə/ n. [noncount] the 
branch of mathematics that deals with general state- 
ments of relations, and uses letters and other symbols to 
represent numbers or values. —al-ge-brasic (al’ja bra/- 
ik) /æld3ə'breyık/ adj. —al/ge-bra/i-cal-ly, adv. 

Al-geerisan (al jēr/ē an) /exl'd3tariyon/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Algeria. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Algeria. 

al-gorrithm (al/ga rith’am) /‘xlgo,ridom/ n. [count] 1. a 
set of rules to follow in a fixed order for solving a prob- 
lem: an algorithm to find the greatest common divisor of 
a group of numbers. 2. a sequence of steps designed for 
programming a computer to solve a specific problem. 
—al-go-rith-mic (al’ga rith’mik) /,xlga'ridmik/ adj. 

-ali-, root. -ali- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “other, different.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: ALIAS, ALIBI, ALIEN, ALIENATE. 

a-lieas (ā/lē as) /'cyliyas/ n., pl. -as-es, adv. —n. [count] 
1. an additional or assumed name: The novelist wrote 
under an alias. —adv. 2. otherwise called: “Smithers alias 
Smith” means that Smithers in other circumstances has 
called himself Smith. See -au-. 

alibi (al’a bi’) /'xla,bay/ n. [count], pl. -bis. 1. the 
claim by an accused person of having been elsewhere 
when an offense was committed: He has a good alibi for 
the night of the murder. 2. an excuse, esp. to avoid 
blame: The boss doesn't want alibis. 3. a person used as 
one’s excuse: Her lover turned out to be her alibi. See 
-ALI-. 

alien (al/yan, ā/⁄lē an) /‘cylyan, ‘eyliyan/ n. [count] 1.a 
foreign-born person who is living in a country and has 
not been legally naturalized or been granted citizenship. 
2. a person who has been estranged or excluded; out- 
sider. 3. a being or creature from outer space; an extra- 
terrestrial. —adj. 4. [before a noun) owing allegiance to 
another country; not naturalized; of or relating to aliens. 
5. [only before a noun) foreign: a people accustomed to 
alien rulers. 6. unlike one's own; strange: frightened by 
the alien environment; alien ideas. See -aui-. 

aleiensa-ble (al’ya na bal, a/lé 9-) /'eylyənəbəl, 'eyliyə-/ 
adj. Law. capable of being sold or transferred: Certain 
rights are not alienable. Compare INALIENABLE. 

al-eien-ate (al/ya nat’, a/1é ə-) /'cylya,ncyt, 'eyliyə-/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to cause (someone) to be hos- 
tile or indifferent: He has alienated most of his friends. 2. 
Law. to convey (title, property, etc.) to another: to aliert- 
ate lands. See -ati-. 

alienated (al’ya na tid, ā/lē ə-) /'eylyə ney tid, 
'eyliya-/ adj. feeling separated or isolated: felt alienated 
from other teenagers. 

al-ien-a-tion (al’ya nā/shən, ā⁄lē a-) /\cylya 'neyfən, 
icyliyd-/ n. [(noncount) a feeling of isolation or separa- 
tion from one’s surroundings. 

a-light’ (ə lit”) /o'layt/ v. (no obj), a-light-ed or a-lit (a- 
lit”) /a'lit/ aslight-ing. 1. to climb down from a horse, 
descend from a vehicle to the ground, etc.: She alighted 
gracefully from the limousine. 2. to descend and come 
to rest: The bird alighted on the branclt. 

alight? (ə lit”) /a'layt/ adj. having light; provided with 
light; lighted up: [be + ~]: The room was alight. (after a 
noun): eyes alight. 

align (ə lin’) /a'layn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to arrange in a 
straight line: fo align the beams in the ceiling. 2. to bring 
into alignment: to align the wheels on a car. 3. to bring 
into agreement with a particular group, cause, etc.: 
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aligned himself with the minority party. [be + aligned + 
with]: was aligned with the minority party. 

a-lignement (ə lin/mənt) /ə 'laynmont/ n. 1. [noncount] 
arrangement in a straight line; adjustment so that parts 
function properly. 2. [count] a state of agreement or Co- 
operation among groups, nations, etc.; alliance. 

alike (ə lik’) /a'layk/ adv. 1. in the same manner; 
equally: to treat all customers alike. 2. similar or compa- 
rable: Not all people are alike. 

al-iemen-tasry (al ə men’tə rē) /æl ə 'mento riy/ adj. 
[before a noun] of or relating to food, nutrition, or diges- 
tion. 

alimony (al/a md/né) /‘ala,mowniy/ n. [noncount] an 
allowance paid to a spouse or former spouse for mainte- 
nance following a divorce or legal separation. 

alive (a liv’) /a'layv/ adj. 1. [be + ~] living; existing; 
not dead or lifeless: He was still alive after being buried 
in the snow for five days. 2. [after a noun] (used for em- 
phasis) living: the proudest person alive. 3. in force or 
operation; active: [after a noun]: to keep hope alive. [be 
+ ~]: Their hopes were still alive. 4. [be + Ñ full of en- 
ergy and spirit; lively: alive and kicking. ——Idiom. 5. 
alive to, aware of: keenly alive to the emotions of others. 
6. alive with, filled with; swarming with: The pond was 
alive with fish. —a-live/ness, n. [noncount] 

al-kaeli (al/ko li’) /‘alko,lay/ n., pl. -lis, -lies, adj. —n. 1. 
any of various chemical substances that neutralize acids 
to form salts: [poncount): Alkali turns red litmus paper 
blue. [count]; Some alkalis are harmful to the growth of 
crops. —adj. 2. ALKALINE. —al-kaslineisty (al/kə lin/i tē) 
/elka'linitiy/ n. Gaoncount] 

al-ka-line (al/ka lin, -lin) /‘alko layn, -lin/ adj. of, con- 
taining, or like an alkali: Use alkaline batteries in this toy. 

aleKaeloid (al/ka loid’) /‘xlka,loyd/ n. [count] 1. a bitter- 
tasting chemical compound common in plants, as Caf- 
feine, morphine, and nicotine. —adj. 2. resembling an 
alkali; alkaline. 

all (ôl) /ol/ adj. [usually before a noun, but see definition 
1] 1. the whole or full amount of or number of: [~ + the 
+ noncount noun]: She ate all the cake. [~ + some 
nouns of time]: | waited for her call all aRernoon. [~ (+ 
the) + plural noun): all (the) students. [after the subject 
of a sentence]: The girls all enjoy camping. [after a pro- 
noun object of a sentence]: lve seen them all. 2. the 
greatest possible: with all speed. 3. any; any whatever: 
beyond all doubt. 4. entirely; purely: The coat is all wool. 
5. dominated by a particular feature: /’m all thumbs (= 
very clumsy) when it comes to auto repairs. —pron. 6. 
the whole quantity, number, or entire amount: Did you 
eat all of the peanuts? —n. 7. [poncount] one’s whole in- 
terest, energy, or property: Give it your all. 8. [noncount] 
the entire area, place, environment, or the like: All is 
calm, all is bright. 9. (plural; used with a plural verb] 
every one; everybody (a formal use): All rise, the court is 
in session. 10. [noncount] everything: Is that all you've 
got to say? —adv. 11. wholly; entirely; completely: all 
alone. 12. each; apiece: The score was tied at one all. 
—Idiom. 13. all but, [be + ~] almost; very nearly: 
These batteries are all but dead. 14. all in all, everything 
considered; in general: All in all, we're better off now 
than we were ten years ago. 15. all out, with one’s best 
effort: The team went all out to win the game. 16. all 
the better, so much the better: /f my opponent loses, all 
the better for me. 17. all there, [usually with a negative 
word or plirase, or in questions] mentally competent: 
She doesn't seem all there. 18. all told, all together; all 
included: Ali told, sorme sixty-five people came to the 
party. 19. and all, and so forth: What with the late hour 
and all, we must leave. 20. at all, (used to give empha- 
sis to a word or phrase, esp. a word or phrase with “any” 
in it): a. in the slightest degree or amount: Aren't there 
any doughnuts left at all? b. for any reason: Why bother 
at all? c. in any way: didnt cause ine any trouble at all. 
d. (used in other phrases for emphasis): Look, I take a 
job anywhere at all. 21. for all (that), in spite of (that); 
notwithstanding: /t was a difficult time living abroad, but 
for all that, it was a good year. 22. in alll, all included; all 
together: There were forty in all. 23. of all, (used to give 
emphasis after a word like “first”, “last”, “best’): First of 
all, welcome to our college. 

Al-lah (alə, a/la) /wls, 'alə/ n. [proper noun] the Mus- 
lim name for the Supreme Being; God. 
all7-Amer/ican, adj. 1. selected as the best in the 
United States (as in a sport): an all-American college 
football teaim. 2. representing the entire United States: 
the all-American gaines. 3. composed exclusively of 
American members or elements: The all-American team 
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played the German team. —n. [count] 4. an all-American 
player or team: She was an all-American two years in a 
row. 

all-around” or all-round, adj. [before a noun) 1. able 
to do many things; versatile: an all-around athlete. 2. 
broadly applicable: an all-around education. 3. being so 
in all matters: an all-around good quy. 

allay (ə la’) /a'ley/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to reduce (fear, etc.); 
calm: allayed the child’s fears. 2. to lessen or relieve; 
make better; alleviate: Take this pill to allay the pain. 

al’ clear’, n. [count] 1. a signal that a danger has 
passed. 2. a signal to proceed: got the all clear to start 
the campaign. 

al-le-ga-tion (ali ga/shan) /,zli'geyfon/ n. [count] 1. 
the act of alleging: The court heard very serious allega- 
tions about his misconduct. 2. a statement or claim 
made with little or no proof: upset about the allegations 
about their marriage. 

al-lege (ə lej/) /a'led3/ v. [~ + obj], -leged, -leg-ing. to 
state or claim (something) without proof: [~ + that 
clause]: You allege that my client was at the scene. [be 
+ alleged + to + verb]: My client was only alleged to 
have been there. 

al-leged (ə lejd/, ə lej/id) /a'led3d, o'led3id/ adj. [before 
a noun] 1. stated or claimed to be so: an alleged mur- 
derer. 2. doubtful; suspect: an alleged cure. —al-leg: 
edely (ə lejfid lé) /a'led3idliy/ adv. 

al-le-giance (a lé/jans) /a'liyd3ans/ n. loyalty or devo- 
tion to some person, group, cause, or the like, esp. loy- 
alty of citizens to their government: [count]: found out 
where his allegiances lie. (noncount]: He pledged alle- 
giance to his new country. 

allegory (al/a gôr/ē, -gōr/ē) /‘axlo,goriy, -,gowriy/ n., 
pl. -ries. 1. [count] a story or poem in which moral les- 
sons are conveyed through the actions of fictional char- 
acters that serve as symbols: the allegory of the Pied 
Piper. 2. [noncount] the use of allegory in literature. 
—al-le-gor-i-cal (al/a gôr/i kəl, -gor’-) /,zlo'gorikal, 
-'gor-/ alV/leegor/ic, adj. —al/le-gor/i-cal-ly, adv. —al/- 
leegor/ist, n. [count] 

allegro (ə lā/grō, ə leg’) /a'leygrow, a'legrow/ adv., 
adj. Music. rapid in tempo; rather fast. 

al-leslucia (alə lo0’ya) /ælə'luwyə/ interj., n., pl. -ias. 
—interj. 1. HALLELUJAH. —n. [count] 2. a song of praise to 
God. 

al-ler-gen (al/ər jan, -jen’) /'ælərd3ən, -,d3en/ n. [count] 
a substance that brings about an allergic reaction. —al/- 
ler-gen/ic, adj. 

al-leregic (ə lûr/jik) /a'lard31k/ adj. 1. [before a noun] of 
or relating to allergy: an allergic reaction to wool. 2. [be 
+ ~(+ to)] having an allergy: She's allergic to dust. 3. 
[be + ~ + to] having a strong dislike: was allergic to 
hard work. 

al-ler-gist (al’ar jist) /‘alord3ist/ n. [count] a physician 
who specializes in the treatment of allergies. 

al-lersgy (al/ar je) /'ælərd3iy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. 1. a 
reaction of the body to an otherwise harmless substance, 
typically marked by skin rash, swelling of tissues of the 
nose or throat, sneezing, or wheezing. 2. a strong dis- 
like: an allergy to rude people. 

alleviate (ə lé/ve at’) /o'liyviy,eyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to make easier to endure: to alleviate 
pain. —al-le-viea-tion (ə |é/vé a’shan) /a,liyviy'eyfan/ n. 
[noncount] See -Lev-. 

alley (al7é) 'æliy/ n. [count], pl. -leys. 1. a passage, 
such as behind a row of houses. 2. a narrow back Street. 
—Idiom. 3. (right) up or down one’s alley, highly 
suited to one’s interests or abilities. 

alley cat’, n. [count] a stray cat. 

alleyway (al/é wa’) /‘wliy,wey/ n. [count] an alley. 

alliance (a lians) /a'layons/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
allying or the state of being allied. 2. [count] a formal 
agreement or treaty between two or more nations to co- 
operate for specific purposes. 3. [count] a merging of ef- 
forts or interests: an alliance between Church and state; 
an alliance between business and education. 4. [non- 
count] close relationship or correspondence; affinity: the 
alliance between logic and metaphysics. 

al-lied (ə lid’, alid) /a'layd, 'wlayd/ adj. 1. joined by 
treaty or common cause: allied nations. 2. [before a 
noun] related; kindred: allied species. 3. [before a noun; 
Allied] of or relating to the Allies: the Allied forces. 

Al-lies (aliz, a liz’) /‘wzlayz, ə 'layz/ n. [plural 1. the al- 
liance of nations that fought in World War | against the 
Central Powers: France, Great Britain, Russia, and the 
U.S. 2. the alliance of nations that fought in World War II 
against the Axis: Great Britain, Russia, the U.S., and 


19 


others. 3. the alliance of nations that fought in the Per- 
sian Gulf war against Iraq: Great Britain, France, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, the U.S., and others. 

aleliegastor (al/i g&/tar) /‘wli,geytor/ n. [count] either of 
two crocodile-like reptiles of the southeastern U.S. and E 
China, having a broad snout. 

alliteration (ə lit/a rā/shən) /a,lita'reyfan/ n. (nori- 
count) repetition of the same initial sound or sounds of 
two or more word groups, as in frorn steni to steru. —ale 
lit-er-a-tive (ə lit/ə rā/tiv, -ər ə tiv) /a'lita,reytiv, -ərətıv/ 
adj. See -uT-. 

allocate (al/a kat’) /'ælə,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat'ed, 
-Cateing. to set apart for a particular purpose; assign: to 
allocate space. [~ + obj + for + obj]: They allocated 
the money for purchasing computers. [~ + obj + obj]: 
They allocated him a small room, —al-lo-castion (al/a- 
ka’shan) /ælə'keyfən/ n. (noncourit; count] See -voc-. 

al-lot (ə lot’) /a'lot/ v. [~ + obj], -lot-ted, -lot-ting. 1. 
to set apart for a purpose: to allot money for a park. 2. 
to divide or give out by shares or portions: to allot the 
farmland among the heirs. 

al-lotement (ə lot/mant) /a 'lotmant/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the assigning or giving out of portions: limited allotment. 
2. [count] a portion so assigned or distributed. 

all/-out/, adj. [before a noun] using all one’s resources; 
complete; total: ar all-out effort. 

allow (ə lou’) /a'law/ v. 1. [not: be + ~-ing] to give 
permission to or for; permit: [~ + obj]: | won't allow it. 
[~ + obj + to + verb]: How ofter does slie allow a stu- 
dent to miss class? [~ + verb-ing]: The school does not 
allow smoking on campus. 2. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + obj 
+ obj) to let have; give as one’s share: The school al- 
lowed each person $100 for expenses. 3. (not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj + to + verb] to permit by neglect: How 
could you allow that to happen? 4. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ 
+ (that) Clause] to admit; acknowledge: / had to allow 
that he was right. 5. [~ + obj] to approve, as for pay- 
ment: The insnrance adjustor allowed my claim for a new 
windshield. 6. [~ + obj (+ for + obj)] to assign or allo- 
cate (time to do something); set apart in reserve: Allow 
an hour for changing planes. 7. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + 
of] to make possible; admit: Your premise allows of only 
one conclusion. 8. allow for, [~ + for + obj] to make 
provision for: to allow for breakage. 

al-low-a-ble (a lou’a bal) /a 'lawə bal/ adj. that may be 
permitted: allowable tax deductions. 

allowance (ə lou/ans) /a'lawons/ n. [count] 1. an 
amount or share set aside for a purpose: a dietary allow- 
ance of 900 calories a day. 2. a sum of money set aside 
for a particular purpose: an allowance of $200 for travel. 
3. a sum of money given on a regular basis: Each child 
got a weekly allowance. —Idiom. 4. make allow- 
ance(s) for, [~ + obj] a. to overlook the existence or 
nature of: We have to make allowances for her faults. b. 
to allow for, as by reserving time, money, etc., for: We 
have to make allowances for the traffic. 

alloy (n. aloi, ə loi’; v. ə loi’) /n. 1æləy, a'loy; v. a'loy/ 
n. [count] 1. a substance made up of two or more 
metals. 2. anything added that serves to reduce quality 
or purity. 3. any mixture of things: an alloy of good and 
evil. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to mix (metals or metal with non- 
metal) so as to form an alloy. See UNALLOYED. 

all right’, adv. 1. yes; very well: All right, you can go. 
2. (used in a question) do you agree?: We'll meet tomor- 
row, all right? 3. satisfactorily; acceptably: Her work is 
coming along all right. 4. without fail; certainly: Yont 
hear about this, all right! —adj. [be + ~] 5. safe; 
healthy; uninjured: Are you sure you're all right? 6. ac- 
ceptable; passable: His performance was barely all right. 
7. reliable; good: That fellow is really all right. 

all/-round’, adj. ALL-AROUND. 

all-spice (6l/spis’) /'sl,spays/ n. [noncount] a powder 
made of berries of an aromatic tropical American tree 
and used as a spice. 

all-star’, adj. [before a noun] 1. made up of athletes 
chosen as the best at their positions from all teams in a 
league or region: an all-star team. 2. consisting entirely 
of star performers: an all-star cast. —n. [count] 3. a 
player selected for an all-star team. 

all-time’, adj. [before a noun] 1. never equaled or sur- 
passed: Production will reach an all-time high. 2. re- 
garded as such in its entire history: an all-time favorite 
song. 

Share (Ə ldod7) /a'luwd/ v. [~ + to], -lud-ed, -lud-ing. 
to make an allusion; refer: Who are you alluding to? See 
-LUD-. 

al-lure (ə 166r/) /ə'lur/ v., -lured, -lur-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
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obj) 1. to attract or tempt by something flattering or de- 
sirable: /fer beauty allured him. —n. (noncourit] 2. fasci- 
nation; charm; appeal: the allure of money. —al-lure/- 
ment, n. [(noncount; count) 

al-lur-ing (ə [66r/ing) /o ‘lurin/ adj. exerting allure: allur- 
ing eyes. —al-lur/ings-ly, adv. 

al-luesion (ə 156/zhan) /a‘luw3an/ n. 1. [count] a passing 
or Casual reference to something, either directly or im- 
plied: an allusion to Shakespeare. 2. (rioncourit] the act 
of alluding: No allusion to his criniinal record was al- 
lowed in the trial. —aleluesive (ə 1d0/siv) /o'luwsiv/ adj. 
—al-lu/sive-ly, adv. —al-lu’siveeness, n. [(noncount] 
See -tLup-. 

alely (n. ai, ə li7; v. ə li”) /n. 'wlay, a'lay; v. a'lay/ n., pl. 
-lies, v., -lied, -lyeing. —n. [count] 1. a nation, group, or 
person associated with another or others for some com- 
mon Cause or purpose. See Arues. —v. 2. to unite for- 
mally, such as by treaty, league, or marriage; enter into 
an alliance: [~ + oneself + to/with + obj): Russia allied 
itself with France. [no obj): They allied against the com- 
mon enemy. 3. [~ + oneself + to/with + obj] to associ- 
ate or connect by some mutual relationship: They allied 
theniselves with the stockholders to gain control of the 
company. 

-ally, suffix. -ally is used to form adverbs from certain 
adjectives ending in -ıc: terrific (adj.) + -ally ~ terrifically 
(adv. ). 

alma ma-ter (äl/mə mater, al/-; a/mə ma/tar) /‘al'mo 
mator, 'æl-; 'æl'mə meytor/ n. [count] a school, college, 
or university at which one has studied. 

almanac (ôl/mə nak’) /'slmo,nek/ n. [count] an an- 
nual publication containing a calendar for the coming 
year, important dates, and the times of such phenomena 
as sunrises and sunsets. 

al-might-y (ôl mi/té) /ol'maytiy/ adj. 1. having unlimited 
power; omnipotent, as God: a concept of an almighty be- 
ing. 2. having very great power, influence, etc.: the al- 
mighty dollar. 3. (before a noun] Informal. extreme; ter- 
rible: in an almighty rage. —adv. 4. Informal. extremely: 
It's almighty hot. —n. 5. the Almighty, [proper noun) 
God. 

almond (amend, am/and) /‘amond, 'æmənd/ n. 1. 
[count] the nutlike kernel of the fruit of a tree of the rose 
family. 2. [count] the tree itself. 3. [noncount] a pale tan 
color. —adj. [only before a noun] 4. of the color, taste, 
or shape of an almond. 5. made or flavored with al- 
monds. —al/mond-like’, al/mond-y, adj. 

almost (6l/mGst, ôl most’) /‘olmowst, ol'mowst/ adv. 
very nearly; all but: fo pay almost nothing for a car. 

alms (ämz) /amz/ n. [plurali] money, food, or other do- 
nations given to the needy. 

aloe (al/5) /‘xlow/ n. [count], pl. -oes. 1. a chiefly Afri- 
can shrub of the lily family. 2. a type of aloe that yields a 
juice used in skin lotion. 

a-loft (ə I6ft’, ə loft”) /a'loft, ə'loft/ adv. 1. in or into the 
air; far above the ground: were aloft seconds after take- 
off —prep. 2. on or at the top of: flags flying aloft the 
castle. 

aloha (a 16/a, 4 107ha) /a'lowa, a'lowha/ n. [count], pl. 
-has, interj. 1. hello; greetings. 2. farewell. 

a-lone (ə 16n/) /a'lown/ adj. 1. [be + ~) separate, apart; 
by oneself: alone in the wilderness. 2. [after a nour! or 
pronoun] to the exclusion of all others or all else: You 
can't live by bread alone. 3. [be + ~ unequaled; unex- 
celled. 4. [after a noun] only; nothing else being neces- 
sary: Her name alone was enough to draw a crowd. 
—adv. 5. by oneself: Sle lives alone. 6. solely; exclu- 
sively: This glassware is sold by us alone. 7. without aid 
or help: The baby can stand alone. —Idiom. 8. leave 
or let alone, [/eave/let + obj + ~ to refrain from both- 
ering or interfering with: /eft him alone with his thoughts. 
9. leave or let well enough alone, to leave things as 
they are: Let's leave well enough alone and stop tinker- 
ing. 10. let alone, not to mention: too tired to walk, let 
alone run. —a-lone/ness, n. (noncorrit] 

a-long (a lông’, ə long’) /a'lon, ə'lon/ prep. 1. over the 
length or direction of; in a line with: walking along the 
highway at night. 2. in the course of: / lost my hat along 
the way. 3. in conformity or accordance with: Let's keep 
going along the lines we proposed earlier. —adv. 4. par- 
allel: He ran along beside nie. 5. so as to go forward or 
progress; Onward: Move along. 6. as a companion; with 
one: She took her brother alorig. 7. from one person or 
place to another: The order was passed alorig. 8. toward 
a goal or completion: The work is coming along quite 
nicely. 9. as an accompanying item: Bring along your 
umbrella. —Idiom. 10. all along, from the start: has 
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been hiding sornething all along. 11. along with, a. to- 
gether with; at the same time as: They escaped along 
with a few other prisoners. b. in cooperation or company 
with: He plarined the project along with his associates. 
12. be along, [no obj] Informal. to arrive at a place: 
They should be along soon. 

a-lone-side (a lénd/sid’, ə long/-) /a'lon'sayd, 9a'lon-/ 
adv. 1. along or at the side of something: We brought 
the boat alongside. —prep. 2. by the side of: We brought 
the boat alongside the dock. 3. alongside of, beside; 
alongside: parked alongside of the house. 

a-loof (ə 100f’) /o'luwf/ adj. 1. reserved; not showing in- 
terest: a reputation of being aloof. —adv. 2. at a distance 
in feeling or manner: remained aloof from his class- 
mates. —a-loof/ness, n. [noncount) 

aloud (a loud’) /a'lawd/ adv. 1. in the normal tone and 
loudness of the speaking voice: They could not speak 
aloud at the movies. 2. with the speaking voice: read the 
story aloud to the children. 3. loudly: to cry aloud in 
grief. 

al-pacea (al pak/ə) /æl'pækə/ n., pl. -as. 1. [count] a 
South American hoofed mammal having long, soft, sitky 
fleece, related to the llama. 2. [noncount] the fleece of 
this animal; yarn or fabric made of this fleece. 

al-pha (al/fa) /‘xlfo/ n. [count], pl. -phas. 1. the first let- 
ter of the Greek alphabet (A, a). 2. the first of any series; 
beginning: from alpha to omega (= from beginning to 
end). 

al-pha-bet (al/fa bet’, -bit) /‘alfa,bet, -bit/ n. [count] 1. 
the letters of a language in their customary order. 2. ba- 
sic facts; rudiments; ABC's: the alphabet of biology. 

al-pha-bet+i-cal (al/fa bet/i kal) /,zlfa 'beti kəl/ adj. ar- 
ranged according to the order of the letters in the alpha- 
bet. —al’/pha-bet/i-calely, adv. 

al-pha-bet-ize (al/fa bi tiz’) /alfabi,tayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to put or arrange in alphabetical order: In 
no time the computer alphabetized the mailing list for 
us. —al-pha-bet-i-za-tion (al’/fa bet/a za/shan, -bi tə-) 
/ alfo,beto'zeyfan, -bı ta-/ n. [noncount] —al/pha-bet- 
iz’er, n. [count] 

alphanumeric (al/fə noo merik, -nyoo-) /,xlfo- 
nuw'merik, -nyuw-/ also al/pha-nu-mer/i-cal, adj. us- 
ing letters, numbers, and often special characters or 
symbols: an alphanumeric code. —alVphaenuemer/i- 
calely, adv. 

al-pine (al/pin, -pin) /‘zlpayn, -pin/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to any high mountains: alpine slopes. 2. [before a noun; 
Alpine] of or relating to the Alps. 3. growing in or living 
in the heights above the timberline: alpine plants. 4. [of- 
ten: Alpine] of or relating to downhill or slalom skiing: an 
Alpine event. 

al-read-y (ôl red/é) /ol'rediy/ adv. 1. [often with a per- 
fect tense like present perfect or past perfect) previously; 
before some specified or implied time: I'm sorry, she has 
already left for the day. She had already arrived and was 
waiting for you. 2. SO soon; SO early; sooner than ex- 
pected: / can't believe she is already here. 3. Informal. 
(used to express exasperation or impatience): Let's go al- 
ready! —Usage. See STILL. 

alright (ôl rit’) /ol'rayt/ adv., adj. att RIGHT. —Usage. 
ALRIGHT is used in informal writing, but att RIGHT is pre- 
ferred in formal, edited writing. 

al-so (ôl/sō) /‘olsow/ adv. 1. in addition; additionally; too; 
besides: He was thin, and he was also tall. 2. likewise; in 
the same manner: They have a dog and we have one 
also. 

al’so-ran/’, n. [count] 1. a contestant who fails to win a 
competition. 2. one who always has little or no success; 
a failure. 

abtar (6l/tar) /‘oltar/ n. (count) a raised place or struc- 
ture, as a platform, where religious rites are performed. 
-alte-, root. -alte- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “other, different.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ALTER, ALTERNATE, ALTERNATIVE, ALTERNATOR, AL- 
TRUISM, ALTRUIST. 

alter (dl/tar) /‘oltor/ v. 1. to change; (to cause to) be 
different or modified in some way, as size, style, course, 
or the like: [~ + obj}: to alter a coat. [no obj]: Her 
scliedule has altered drastically. 2. [~ + obj] to castrate 
or spay: The cat had beer altered. See -aute-. 
al-ter-a-tion (6l’/ta ra’shan) /,əltə 'reyfən/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the changing or modifying of something: The 
jacket needs alteration. 2. [count] a change, modifica- 
tion, or adjustment: Can we make alterations to tlie con- 
tract? 

al-ter-ca-tion (6l/tar kā/shən) /oltor'keyfan/ nu. {count} 
a heated or angry dispute; noisy argument or conflict. 
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al/ter e’go, n. (count) 1. an inseparable friend. 2. a 
substitute; counterpart. 3. the opposite side of one’s per- 
sonality. See -ALTE-. 

al-ter-nate (verb 6Vter nat’, al’-; adjective, noun -nit) 
/verb ‘oltar,;neyt, !æl-; adjective, noun -nit v., -nateed, 
-nat-ing, adj., n. —v. 1. to interchange regularly with one 
another in time or place: [~ + with + obj]: Day alter- 
nates with night. [~ + obj}: They alternated hot and cold 
compresses on the injury. 2. [~ + between + obj] to 
change back and forth between states, actions, etc.: He 
alternates between hope and despair. 3. to take turns: 
[~ + in + obj}: The children alternate in doing chores. 
[~ + obj]: The children alternate chores. —adj. [before 
a noun) 4. interchanged repeatedly one for another: al- 
ternate periods of clouds and sun. 5. every second one 
of a series: Read only the alternate lines. ©. ALTERNATIVE 
(def. 4): Do you have an alternate plan? —n. [count] 7. a 
person authorized to take the place of another: / sent my 
alternate to the meeting. —al-ter-nate-ly (di/tar nit lē, 
alV-) /‘sltarnitliy, 'æl-/ adv. —al-ter-na-tion (6i/ter nā- 
shan, al/-) /,oltar'neyfan, ,zl-/ n. [count; noncount] See 
-ALTE-. 

al/ternating cur/’rent, n. [noncount] an electric cur- 
rent that reverses direction at regular periods of time. 
Abbr.: AC Compare DIRECT CURRENT. 

al-ter-na-tive (ôl tûr/nə tiv, al-) /ol'tarnotiv, æl-/ n. 
[count] 1. a choice limited to one option among two or 
more possibilities: You have the alternative of riding, 
walking, or biking. 2. a choice among only two possibili- 
ties such that if one is chosen, the other cannot be cho- 
sen: Here are the alternatives: surrender or die. 3. one of 
these choices: The alternative to riding is walking. —adj. 
(before a noun] 4. allowing for a choice between two or 
more things: an alternative plan. 5. being different from 


the usual: alternative lifestyles; alternative energy 
sources. —al-ter/na-tive:ly, adv. See -atte-. —Syn. 
See CHOICE. 


al-terenastor (Ol/tar na/tar, al/-) /oltor,neytor, 'æl-/ n. 
[count] a generator of alternating current, used in motor 
vehicles, etc. See -ALTE-. 

al-though (ôl thd’) /ol'dow/ conj. in spite of the fact 
that; even though; though: A/though we miss you, we will 
not ask you to return. ——Usage. See BUT. 

-alti-, root. -alti- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “high; height.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ALTIMETER, ALTITUDE, ALTO, EXALT. 

aletimee-ter (al tim/i tər, aVtə mé/tar) /zl'timitor, 
'æltə,miytər/ n. [count] a device used in aircraft to deter- 
mine altitude during flight. See -atti-. 

al-ti-tude (al/ti todd’, -tyddd/) /‘zlti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. 1. 
the height of a thing above a certain point, esp. the 
height above sea level on earth: [noncount): Maintain 
your altitude at 30,000 feet. [count]: descended to a 
lower altitude. 2. Usually, altitudes. [plural a high place 
or region: had difficulty breathing at mountain altitudes. 
See -ALTI-. 

alto (al/t6) /‘xltow/ n., pl. -tos, adj. —n. [count] 1. con- 
TRALTO. 2. COUNTERTENOR. 3. the second highest part of a 
four-part chorus. 4. the second highest instrument in a 
family of musical instruments. —adj. [before a noun] 5. 
of, relating to, or having the tonal range of an alto. See 
-ALTI-. 

al-to-geth-er (ôltə gett’ar, ôltə geth’ar) /olta'gedar,' 
olta,gedar/ adv. 1. wholly; entirely; completely: an alto- 
gether fitting memorial. 2. with all or everything in- 
cluded: The debt aniounted altogether to twenty dollars. 
3. with everything considered: Altogether, it was worth 
the expense. ——Idiom. 4. in the altogether, tnformal. 
nude; naked. 

altruism (al/troo iz”am) /‘zltruw,zom/ n. [noncount] 
concern for the welfare, happiness, and well-being of 
others; selflessness. —al/tru-ist, 1. [count] —al/truecis/- 
tic, adj. —al/tru-is/ti-cal-ly, adv. See -ALTE-. 

album’ (alam) /'æləm/ n. [noncount) a white, crystal-like 
salt used in medicine, dyeing, and tanning. 

a'lum? (ə lum/) /ə'lam/ n. [count] Informal. an alumna 
or alumnus. 

al-useminsitcum (al/yə min’é əm) /ælyə'mıniyəm/ n. 
[noncount] Chiefly Brit. ALUMINUM. 

asluemienum (ə lõō/mə nəm) /a'luwmonom/ n. [non- 
count) a silver-white metallic element, light in weight and 
not easily corroded or tarnished, used in alloys and for 
lightweight products. 

a-lumena (ə lum/ng) /a'lamno/ n. (count), pl. -nae (-né, 
-ni). a woman who is a graduate or former student of a 
specific school, college, or university. 

a-lum-nus (ə lum/nas) /o'lamnos/ n. [count], pl. -ni (-ni, 
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-né). a graduate or former student of a specific school, 
college, or university. 

always (6l’waz, -wéz) /'slweyz, -wiyz/ adv. 1. every 
time; on every occasion; without exception: We always 
sleep late on Saturday. 2. all the time; continuously; un- 
interruptedly: The light is always burning. 3. forever: Will 
you always love mie? 4. in any event; if necessary: /f it 
rains | can always stay homie. 

Alz/heiemer’s disease’ (alz/hi mərz, älts/-, 6iz/-, 
Olts’-) /‘wizhay mərz, 'alts-, 'olz-, 'olts-/ n. [norcount) a 
disease usually beginning in late middle age, character- 
ized by progressive memory loss and mental deteriora- 
tion. 

am (am; unstressed am, m) /am; unstressed am, m’ v. 
Ist pers. sing. pres. indic. of Be. 

AM, an abbreviation of: 1. amplitude modulation, a 
method of sending a signal on a radio wave. 2. a system 
of broadcasting using this method. Compare FM. 

-am-,' root. -am- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “love, like.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: AMIABLE, AMOROUS, AMOUR, PARAMOUR. 

-am-,’ root. -ami- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “take out; come out”. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: EXAMPLE, SAMPLE. 

Am., an abbreviation of: 1. America. 2. American. 

A.M., an abbreviation of Latin Artium Magister. Master of 
Arts. 

a.m. or A.M., an abbreviation of Latin ante meridiem: 1. 
before noon (used with hours of a day). 2. the period 
from midnight to noon, esp. the period of daylight prior 
to noon. Compare P.M. 

amalgam (ə mal/gam) /ə'mælgəm/ n. 1. [noncount] 
an alloy of mercury with another metal or metals. 2. 
[noncount] an alloy chiefly of silver mixed with mercury 
and variable amounts of other metals, used as a dental 
filling. 3. [court] a mixture or combination: an amalgam 
of facts and tnyths. 

amalgamate (ə mal/ga mat’) /o'mexlga,mceyt/ v., 
-mat-ed, -mat-ing. 1. to mix or merge so as to make a 
combination; blend: [~ + obj}: They planned to amalga- 
mate the two companies. [no obj): The three schools de- 
cided to amalgamate. 2. [~ + obj} to mix or alloy (a 
metal) with mercury. —a-mal-ga-ma-tion (ə mal/ga- 
ma/shean) /a,mxlga'meyfan/ n. (count; noricount) 

aeman-urenssis (ə man/yoo en/sis) /a,manyuw'ensis/ n. 
[court], pl. -ses (-s@z). a person employed to write what 
another dictates; secretary. See -man-!. 

amearranth (am/o ranth’) /'æmə,ræn0/ n. [count] 1. a 
plant cultivated esp. for its showy flower clusters. 2. an 
imaginary flower that never dies. 

amea-ret-to (am/a ret/0, ä/mə-) /,zma'retow, ,amo-/ n. 
[noncount] an almond-flavored liqueur. 

amearrylelis (am/ə rilis) /ema'rilis/ n. [count] a plant 
with large red or pink flowers, popular as a houseplant. 

amass (ə mas’) /a'mes/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to gather so as 
to keep for oneself: worked hard to amass a fortune. 2. 
to collect into a mass; accumulate: amassing sufficient 
evidence to convict the felon. 

amea-teur (am/ə choor’, -char, -tar) /'æxmə,tfur, -tfor, 
-tar/ n. [count] 1. a person who engages in an activity 
for pleasure rather than for money. 2. an athlete who 
has not competed for payment or for a monetary prize 
(contrasted with professional. 3. a person inexperienced 
or unskilled in a particular activity. —adj. [usually: before 
a noun) 4. relating to, characteristic of, or engaged in by 
an amateur: amateur tennis. 5. amateurish: armateur ef- 
forts at ballet dancing. —am/a-teur-ism, n. [noncount] 

amea-teur-ish (am/a chddr/ish, -chûr/-, -tir/-) /,emo 
'tfurnf, -'tfar-, -'t3r-/ adj. unskillful; unprofessional; inex- 
perienced: amateurish paintings. —am/a-teur-ishly, 
adv. 

amea-torry (am/o tore, -t6r’é) ’æmə,təriy, -,towriy/ 
adj. of or relating to lovers or lovemaking: amatory po- 
etry. See -am-. 

amaze (ə maz’) /a'mcyz/ v., amazed, a-maz-ing. to 
overwhelm with surprise or sudden wonder; astonish 
greatly: [~ + obj]: The magician’s tricks amazed the chil- 
dren. [It + ~ + obj + (that) clause): It amazed me that 
you would believe those lies. 

aemaze-ment (ə maz/mant) /ə 'meyzmant/ n. [ror- 
count] surprise; astonishment; wonder: looked around in 
amazement. 

aemaz:-ing (ə ma/zing) /a'meyzin/ adj. causing astonish- 
ment, wonder, or admiration: What an amazing view! 
—a-maz’ing-ly, adv. 

Ameaezon (am/o zon’) /‘wma,zon/ r. [count] 1. (in leg- 
ends of the ancient Greeks) a member of a nation of fe- 
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male warriors. 2. [often: amazon) a tall, powerful, force- 
ful woman. —Amea-zo-nican (am/a zō/nē ən) 
/emo'zowniyan/ adj. 

am-bas-sa-dor (am bas/a dər, -dér’) /am'basadar, 
-,dor/ n. [count] 1. a diplomatic official of the highest 
rank, sent by one country to live in another as its repre- 
sentative. 2. an unofficial representative: a good-will am- 
bassador. —am-bas-Sa-dorri-al (am bas/a dôr/ē al, 
-d6r/-) /xm,bæsə'dəriyəl, -'dowr-/ adj. 

ameber (an/bar) /‘wmbor/ n. [noricount] 1. a yellow, 
red, or brown translucent fossil resin used in jewelry. 2. 
the yellowish brown color of resin. —adj. 3. of the color 
of amber; yellowish brown. 4. made of amber. 

ambi-, prefix. ambi- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “both” and “around.” These meanings are 
found in such words aS: AMBIANCE, AMBIGUOUS, AMBIVA- 
LENCE. 

am-bi-ance or am-bi-ence (am/bé ans) /'æmbiyəns/ n. 
the mood or atmosphere of a place; environment: 
[count]: The restaurant had a delightful ambiance. [non- 


count): That place lacks ambiance. —Syn. See ENVIRON- 
MENT. 
amebi-dex-trous (am/bi dek/stras) /,embi'dekstras/ 


adj. able to use both hands equally well. —am-bi-dex- 
ter-i-ty (am/bi dek ster/i tē) /;ambidek'steritiy/ n. [non- 
count] —am/bi-dex/trous:ly, adv. —am/bi-dex/trous: 
ness, n. [noricount] See amBi-. 

am-bi-ent (am/bé ant) /‘wmbiyant/ adj. present on all 
sides: the ambient air. See AMBI-. 

am-bieguriety (am/bi gyod/i tē) /aembi'gyuwitiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [nmoncount] doubtfulness or uncertainty of 
meaning Or intention: a cornment full of ambiguity. 2. 
[noncount] doubt; uncertainty: the ambiguity of the vic- 
tory. 3. [count] a word, expression, etc., that can have 
more than one meaning. See amet-. 

am-big-ueous (am big’yoo as) /em'bigyuwos/ adj. 1. 
open to or having several possible meanings or interpre- 
tations: He gave an ambiguous answer to that question. 
2. doubtful; uncertain: in an ambiguous position. —am- 
big/u-ous-ly, adv. 

am-bi-tion (am bish’an) /em'bifan/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
strong desire for achievement or distinction. 2. [count] 
the object or state desired or sought after: A career on 
the stage is just one of her ambitions. See AmBi-. 

ambitious (am bish’as) /am'bifas/ adj. 1. character- 
ized by ambition: an ambitious lawyer. 2. requiring a 
great deal of effort, cost, ability, etc.: an ambitious pro- 
gram for fighting crime. —am-bi/tious-ly, adv. —am- 
bi/tious-ness, n. [noncount] 

am-bivea-lence (am biv/a lans) /em'bivolons/ also ame 
biv’a-len-cy, n. [noncount] uncertainty or indecision, 
esp. when caused by the inability to make a choice or by 
a desire to say or do two opposite things at the same 
time. —am-biv/a-lent, adj. —am-biv’a-lentely, adv. 

-ambl-, root. -ambl- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “walk.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
AMBLE, AMBULANCE, AMBULATE, CIRCUMAMBULATE, PERAMBULA- 
TOR. 

am-ble (am/bal) /'æmbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. [no 
obj} 1. to go at a slow, easy pace; stroll; saunter: She 
ambled along the seashore. —n. [count] 2. an ambling 
pace or slow, easy walk. —am/bler, n. [count] See 
-AMBL-. 

am>bro-sia (am br6/zha) /em'brow39/ n. [noncourit] 1. 
the food of the ancient Greek and Roman gods. 2. 
something delightful to the taste or smell. —am-bro/- 
sial, adj. 

am-buelance (am/bya lans) /'æmbyələns/ n. [count] a 
specially equipped vehicle for carrying sick or injured 
people to a hospital. See -AMmBL-. 

am-buelartorry (am/bya lə t6r/é, -tdr/é) /'æxmbyə- 
latoriy, -,towriy/ adj. capable of walking or moving 
about from place to place: The patient was ambulatory 
after bed rest. See -AmBL-. 

ambush (am/bõósh) /‘embuf/ n. 1. [noncount] an act 
or instance of lying hidden so as to attack by surprise: 
The highwaymen waited in ambush near the road. 2. 
[count] an act or instance of attacking unexpectedly from 
a concealed position. 3. [noncount] the concealed posi- 
tion itself: They fired frorn anibush. —v. [~ + obj) 4. to 
attack from ambush. 

a-me-ba or a-moe-ba (ə mē/bə) /ə'miybə/ n. [count], 
pl. -bas, -bae (-bé). a one-celled organism found in 
streams, ponds, and soil. 

a-mel-io-rate (9 mēl/yə rat’) /ə'miylyə,reyt/ v., -rat-ed, 
-rat-ing. to make or become better or more satisfactory; 
improve: [~ + obj]: Her apology arreliorated the situa- 
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tion. [no obj): The situation ameliorated when both sides 
shook hands. —aemel-io-ras-tion (9 mel’ya ra/shan) 
/a,miylya'reyfan/ n. tnoncount) 

aemen (a/men’, ä/men/) /'cy'men, ‘a'men/ interj. 1. 
(used after a prayer to express solemn agreement) it is 
so; so be it. 2. (used to express agreement or approval) 
certainly; yes. 

a-me-naeble (ə mé/na bəl, ə men/’a-) /ə'miynəbəl, 
o'mena-/ adj. [usually: be + ~ + to] 1. ready or willing 
to answer, act, agree, or yield: The author was amenable 
to making a few changes. 2. liable to be called to ac- 
count; answerable; responsible: A/I citizens are amenable 
to the law. 

amend (ə mend’) /ə'mend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to modify, 
rephrase, or change (a bill, constitution, etc.) by formal 
procedure: Congress may amend the proposed tax bill. 
2. to change for the better; improve: She needs to 
amend her ways. 

aemend-ment (ə mend/mənt) /s'mendmont/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of amending. 2. [count] an alteration of or 
addition to a bill, constitution, etc. 3. [count] a change 
made by amending. 

amends (ə mendz/) /a'mendz/ n. [count] Idiom. 
make amends, to pay back or compensate, as for an in- 
jury, loss, or insult: [no obj]: promised to make amends. 
[~ + to + obj + for): How can I make amends to you 
for the oversight? 

aemen-ʻiety (ə men/i tē) /a'menitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 
1. an agreeable way or manner; courtesy; civility: She ob- 
served the social amenities. 2. any feature that provides 
comfort, convenience, or pleasure: The hotel has a swim- 
ming pool and other amenities. 

Am-ereaesian (am/ə ra/zhan) /,emo'rey3on/ n. [count] a 
person of mixed American and Asian descent. 

A-mer-i-can (ə meri kan) /a'merikan/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to the United States of America. 2. of or relating to 
North or South America; of or relating to the Western 
Hemisphere. —n. [count] 3. a person born or living in 
the United States of America, esp. a citizen. 4. a person 
born or living in the Western Hemisphere. 5. a Native 
American, or an American Indian. 

A-mer-iecaena (ə meri kan/a, -ka/na) /a,meri'kena, 
“kano/ n. [plural or noncount]) materials, as books, 
papers, and maps, relating to the history, culture, and 
geography of the United States. 

Amer/ican In/dian, n. [count] a member of any of 
the original peoples of the Western Hemisphere, usually 
excluding the Aleuts and Eskimos. 

A-merei-can-ism (ə mer/i ko niz’om) /o'merik3,nizom/ 
n. 1. [count] a custom, trait, or linguistic feature special 
or peculiar to the United States: The word ‘“you-all” 
meaning “you (plural)” is an Americanism. 2. [noncount] 
devotion to or preference for the U.S. and its institutions. 

A-mer-i-can-ize (ə mer/i kə niz’) /o'meriko,nayz/ v., 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make or become American in character; 
assimilate to U.S. customs and institutions: [~ + obj): 
Public school Americanized the immigrant children, [no 
obj): The immigrant family wished to Americanize. 
—A-mer-i-can-i-za-tion (ə mer/i kə na _ za/shan) 
/a'merikano'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] 

Amer/Zican plan’, n. [court] (in hotels) a system of 
paying a fixed rate that covers room, service, and all 
meals. 

Amer/ican Sign’ Lan’guage, n. [proper noun] a vis- 
ual-gesture sign language used by deaf people in the 
U.S. and English-speaking parts of Canada. Abbr.: ASL 

Am-er-ind (am/a rind) /‘emorind/ n. [count] AMERICAN 
InoiaAN. Also called Am-er-inediean (anyə rin’de an) 
/emoa'rindiyan/. 

am-e-thyst (am/s thist) /‘aemoa0ist/ n. 1. [count] a pur- 
ple or violet quartz, used as a gem. 2. [noncount] a pur- 
plish tint. —adj. 3. having the color of amethyst. 
asmicarbil-iety (a’/mé i bilə tē) /eymiy 1 ‘bilo tiy/ n. 
[noncount) the quality of being friendly, agreeable, or 
pleasant. See -Am-. 
aemica-ble (ā3/mē a bal) /‘cymiyabal/ adj. 1. having or 
showing agreeable qualities; friendly; sociable: an amia- 
ble gatliering. 2. pleasant: an amiable little resort. 
—a/mi-arbly, adv. See -Am-. 
am-i-ca-ble (am/i kə bal) /'æmıkəbəl/ adj. marked by 
goodwill; friendly: The divorce was arnicable. —amzi-ca- 
bil-i-ty (am/i ko bili tē) /emika'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 
—-am/i-ca-bly, adv. 
aemid (ə mid’) /a'mid/ also asmidst (ə midst’) /a 'midst/ 
prep. in the middle of; surrounded by; among: Amid all 
the bushes stood a lonely tree. 
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a-mid-ships (ə mid/ships’) /a'mid,fips/ also a-mid/- 
ship’, adv. in or toward the middle of a ship or aircraft. 

amigo (ə mé/go, 4 mé/-) /o'miygow, a'miy-/ n. 
[count], pl. -gos. a male friend. 

a-mi/no ac/id (ə mé/nd) /a'miynow/ n. [count] a com- 
pound that is one of the building blocks from which pro- 
teins are constructed. 

amiss (ə mis’) /a'mis/ adv. 1. out of the right or proper 
course, order, or condition: Things went amiss. —adj. 
[be + ~] 2. improper; wrong; faulty: Something is amiss. 

amei-ty (am/i tē) /‘amitiy/ n. [noncount] a peaceful re- 
lationship, such as between nations: complete amity with 
our neighbors to the north. 

amemo (am/o) /‘emow/ n. [noncount] Informal. ammu- 
nition. 

am-moernia (ə mõn/yə) /ə'mownyə/ n. [noncount] a col- 
orless, strong-smelling gas or liquid, used chiefly for 
cleaning, refrigeration, and explosives. 

am-muenietion (am/yə nish/ən) /amya'nifan/ n. [non- 
count] 1. fired or detonated material used in combat, 
esp. bullets or shells fired by guns. 2. any material used 
to defend or attack a viewpoint, claim, etc.: These statis- 
tics will be my ammunition when | present my proposal. 

am-ne-sia (am né/zha) /æxm'niy3ə/ n. [noncount] loss of 
memory caused by brain injury, shock, etc. —am-nessi- 
ac (am né/zhé ak’, -zé-) /em'niy3iy zk, -ziy-/ amene-sic 
(am né/sik, -zik) /em'niysik, -zik/ n. [count], adj. See 
-MNE-. 

amenes-ty (am/noa sté) /‘emnostiy/ n, pl. -ties. 1. a 
general pardon for offenses, esp. political offenses, 
against a government: [noncount]: The new regime 
promised amnesty for all former prisoners. [count]: The 
rebel soldiers were able to return under a general am- 
nesty. 2. a forgetting or overlooking of any past offense: 
[noncount]: The Parking Bureau promises amnesty for all 
unpaid tickets if you pay the last few. [count]: an amnesty 
mediated by the student government. See -MNE-. 

ameni-o-cen-te-sis (am/né ō sen té/sis) /,wmniyows- 
en'tiysis/ n. [count], pl. -ses (-séz). the insertion of a 
hollow needle through the abdomen of a pregnant 
woman into the uterus for withdrawing a sample of fluid 
to determine the sex and genetic condition of the fetus. 

a-moe-ba (ə mē/bə) /a'miyba/ n., pl. -bas, -bae (-bé). 
AMEBA. 

amok 
AMUCK. 

among (ə mung’) /a'man/ prep. 1. in, into, or through 
the midst or middle of: She was among friends. 2. in the 
midst of, so as to influence: He did missionary work 
among the local people. 3. with a share for each of: Di- 
vide the fruit among you. 4. in the class or group of; one 
of: That is among the things we must do. New York is 
among the most exciting cities in the world. 5. with most 
or many of: He was a candidate popular among the peo- 
ple. 6. by the joint or reciprocal action of: They quarreled 
among themselves. 7. familiar to or characteristic of: a 
proverb among the Spanish people. —Usage. See BE- 
TWEEN. 

amongst (ə mungst/) /a'manst/ prep. AMONG. 

a-mor-al (a môr/əl, a mor/-) /ey'moral, ey'mor-/ adj. 
neither moral nor immoral. —a*moerral-iety (a/moa rali- 
tē) /eymo'reelitiy/ n. [noncount] —a-mor/al-ly, adv. See 
-MOR-. 

am-o-rous (am/ər as) /'æmərəs/ adj. relating to or ex- 
pressing love, esp. sexual love: amorous glances. —am/- 
o-rous-ly, adv. —am/o-rrouseness, n. [noncount] See 
-AN-. 

a-morephous (ə môr/fəs) /a'morfas/ adj. 1. lacking defi- 
nite form; shapeless: amorphous clouds. 2. of no partic- 
ular kind or character; unstructured; unorganized: his 
amorphous style of writing. —asmor’phoussly, adv. 
—a-mor/phous:-ness, n. [Noncount] See -MORPH-. 

am-or-tize (am/ər iz’, ə mdér/tiz) /'amor,tayz, 
o'mortayz/ v. [~ + obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. 1. to complete 
the payment of (a debt) by periodic payments to the 
creditor: amortized the loan. 2. to write off the cost of 
(an asset) gradually: to amortize an expense over five 
years. —amveor-ti-za-tion (am/ar tə za/shan) /'æmə- 
rta'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] See -MORT-. 

amount (ə mount/) /a'mawnt/ n. [count] 1. the sum to- 
tal of two or more quantities or sums; whole: the final 
amount that we actually pay for this car. 2. quantity; 
measure: [~ + of + noncount noun]: We met a great 
amount of resistance to the plan. [~ + of + plural 
noun]: Huge amounts of crops lay unharvested. —v. [~ 
+ to + obj; not: be + ~-ing] 3. to total; add up to: The 
bill amounts to $300. 4. to be equal in value, effect, or 


(9 muk’, ə mok) /a'mak, a'mok/ adj, adv. 
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extent; be worth; mean: AH those fine words amounl to 
nothing. 5. to turn into; become: a bright student who 
should amount to something one day. 

armour (ə mòór/) /a'mur/ n. [court] a love affair, esp. a 
secret One. See -AM-. 

4@a-mour-pro-pre (A MOR PRO /pR°) /amuwrpro 'pr®/ n. 
[noncount] French. self-esteem: self-respect. 

amp’ (amp) /emp/ n. [count] ampere. 

amp? (amp) /wmp/ n. [count] an amplifier. 

amp., an abbreviation of: 1. amperage. 2. ampere. 

am-per-age (am/pər ij, am pér/-) /‘empoarid3, æm'pıər-/ 
n. [noncount] the strength of an electric current meas- 
ured in amperes. Abbr.: amp. 

am-pere (am/per, am pér’) /‘xmptor, æm'pıər/ n. 
[count] a unit of electrical current. Abbr.: A, amp. 

am-per-sand (am/pər sand’) /'æmpər,sænd/ n. [connt] 
a character or symbol (& or &) used to mean “and”, as in 
Smith & Wesson, Inc. 

am-phet-a-mine (am fet’a mēn’, -min) /æm'fetə miyn, 
-min/ n. [count] a drug that stimulates the central nerv- 
ous system, used in medicine to counteract depression 
and often abused as a stimulant. 

amphi-, prefix. amphi- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “both; on two sides”. This meaning is found 
in such words as: AMPHIBIAN, AMPHIBIOUS, AMPHITHEATER. 

am-phib-iean (am fib/é an) /wm'fibiyan/ n. [count] 1. 
any cold-blooded animal including frogs and salaman- 
ders that has gills to breathe in the water and later devel- 
ops lungs for breathing on land. 2. an airplane designed 
for taking off from and landing on both land and water. 
3. a military vehicle capable of traveling on land or in wa- 
ter. —adj. 4. belonging or relating to amphibians. 5. AM- 
PHIBIOUS. 

am-phib-i-ous (am fib’é as) /em'fibiyas/ adj. 1. living 
On land and in water. 2. (capable of) operating on both 
land and water. —am-phib/i-oussly, adv. 

am-phi-the-a-ter (am/fe thé/a tar) /'æmfə,ðiyətər/ n. 
[count] an oval or round area, building, or room with 
rows of seats that slope up around a central open area. 
Often, am/phi-the/a-tre. 

-ampl-, root. -ampl- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “enough; enlarge.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: AMPLE, AMPLIFY, AMPLITUDE. 

ample (am/pal) /'æmpəl/ adj. 1. fully sufficient for the 
purpose; plentiful: an ample reward. 2. large; roomy: 
The apartment comes with ample storage space. —am/- 
ply, adv. See -AMPL-. 

am-pli-fi-er (am/pla fi/ar) /'æmplə,fayər/ n. [count] an 
electronic device that amplifies sound, current, voltage, 
etc. See -AMPL-. 

amepli-fy (am/pla fi’) 'æmplə,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to make (sound) louder by mechanical or elec- 
tronic means: The sounds of the guitar are then ampli- 
fied and sent through the speakers. 2. [~ + (on +) obj) 
to add to or expand by giving further details: They asked 
the president to amplify (on) his earlier remarks. —am» 
pli-fi-ca-tion (am/plo fi ka’shan) /,amplofi'keyfon/ n. 
(noncount,; count] See -amPt-. 

am-plicttude (am/pli tõōd/, -tyõōd/) /'æxmplı,tuwd, 
-tyuwd/ n. [noncount] 1. the state or quality of being 
ample; fullness; largeness. 2. large or full measure; 
abundance. See -ampL-. 

am-pule or am-pul or am-poule (am/pyõol, -pool) 
/‘empyuwl, -puwl/ n. [count] a sealed glass or plastic 
bulb containing solutions or drugs for injection. 

am-pu-tate (am/pyòó tat’) /‘ampyu,teyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to cut off surgically (all or part of a limb 
or digit of the body): forced to amputate her leg. —am+ 
purta-tion (am/py6o ta’shan) /wmpyu'teyfan/ n. [non- 
count; count] See -PuTE-. 

am-pu-tee (am/pyò te’) /ampyu'tiy/ n. [count] a per- 
son who has lost all or part of an arm, hand, leg, etc., by 
amputation. 

amt., an abbreviation of: amount. 

amuck or amok (ə muk/’) /a'mak/ adj. 1. [be + ~] 
mad with a wild frenzy: was amuck with rage. —adv., Id- 
iom. 2. run or go amuck or amok, [no obj] to go or 
rush about wildly; be out of control: The mob had run 
amuck. 

am-eurlet (am/ya lit) /æmyəlit/ n. [count] a charm worn 
to keep evil away or to bring good fortune. 

amuse (ə myooz/) /a'myuwz/ v. [~ + obj], asmused, 
a-mus-ing. 1. to hold the attention of (someone); enter- 
tain or Keep occupied: The video games amused the 
children for hours. 2. to cause (someone) to laugh, 
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smile, or the like: The comedian’s jokes amused every- 
one. 

amusement (ə myooz/mant) /o9 'myuwzmont/ n. 1. 
[nonconnt] the state or condition of being amused; en- 
joyment; entertainment. 2. [count] an activity to pass 
time enjoyably: The city offers many amusements. 

amuse/ment park’, n. [count] a park with recreational 
devices such as a Ferris wheel, roller coaster, etc., and 
usually having booths for games and refreshments. 

a-mus:ing (ə mydoz/ing) /a 'myuwzin/ adj. causing 
(someone) to laugh or providing amusement: an amus- 
ing story. 

an (ən; when stressed an) /an; when stressed æn'/ indefi- 
nite article. the form of a used before an initial vowel 
sound: an arch, an honor, an hourly wage. —Usage. 
Sometimes, esp. in British English, an is used before an 
initial 4 if the # is silent or weakly pronounced and the 
syllable is unstressed: “an histor/ian’; “an histor/ic 
event”. 

an-, prefix. an- is attached to roots or stems beginning 
with a vowel or }, and means “not; without; lacking”: an- 
aerobic (= without oxygen); anonymous (= without 
name). Compare a-?. 

-an, suffix. -an has the general meaning “of, pertaining 
to, having qualities of’. 1. It is used to form adjectives 
and nouns from names of places or people, with the 
meanings: a. being connected with a place: Chicago + 
-an 7 Chicagoan, b. having membership in a group of: 
Episcopal + -(ijan ~ Episcopalian; 2. It is used to form 
adjectives with the meaning “of or like (someone); sup- 
porter or believer of’: Christ + -(ijan ~ Christian; Freud 
+ -(ian ~ Freudian (= supporter of or believer in the 
theories of Sigmund Freud). 3. \t is used to form nouns 
from words ending in -ic or -y, with the meaning “one 
who works with ”: electric + -(ijan ~ electrician; comedy 
+ -an ~ comedian. 

an/a-bol/ic ster/oid (an/a bol/ik) /ena'bolik/ n. 
[count] a class of hormones that help cause muscle tis- 
sue to grow. 

anach-ro-nism (ə nakra niz/am) /a'nekra,nizam/_n. 
[count] 1. an error made in which a person, object, hap- 
pening, etc., is assigned a date or period other than the 
correct One: /t is an anachronism to write that atomic 
bombs were used in the Civil War. 2. a thing or person 
that belongs to an earlier time and is out of place in the 
present. See -cHRON-. 

aenacherosnis-tic (ə nak/ra nis/tik) /ə ,nakro 'nistik/ 
adj. being or characteristic of an anachronism: A biplane 
is an anachronistic sight in the age of the Space Shuttle. 
—a-nach’/rornis/ti-calely, adv. 

an-a-coneda (an/a kon/da) /,wna'kondo/ n. [count], pt 
-das. a very large South American snake that constricts 
its prey in its coils. 

an-aes-the-sia (an/as thé/zha) /,ænəs'ðiy3ə/ N. ANESTHE- 
SIA. —aneaesethet-ic (an/as thet/ik) /,enoas'@etik/ n. 
[count], adj. —aneaes-the-tist (ə nes/thi tist) 
/a'nesOitist/ n. [count] 

an-a-gram (an/a gram’) /'ænə,græm/ n. [count] a word, 
phrase, or sentence formed from another by rearranging 
its letters: “Ange?” is an anagram of “glean.” 

aenal (an/l) /‘cynl/ adj. 1. [before a nonn) of, relating to, 
or near the anus. 2. of or relating to a type of adult be- 
havior that includes being meticulous, rigid, and ungen- 
erous. —a/nalely, adv. 

anal-ge-sic (an/l jé/zik, -sik) /wnl ‘d3iyztk, -sik/ adj. 
[before a noun] 1. causing a reduction or elimination of 
pain: an analgesic drug. —n. [count] 2. a drug that re- 
duces or eliminates pain. See -atc-. 

anearlog (an/l ôg’, -0g/) /'ænl ,og, -,Dg/ nm. l. ANALOGUE 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. representing data by measuring 
voltage Or some continuous variable quantity. 3. being a 
method of sound recording in which sound waves are 
converted into electrical signals. 4. displaying a readout 
of information by a pointer or by hands on a dial, rather 
than by numerical digits (opposed to digital): an analog 
wristwatch. See -Loc-. 

a-nal-o-gous (ə nal/a gas) /a'nwlagas/ adj. having simi- 
lar characteristics: The human brain is analogous to a 
computer. —a-nal/o-gous-ly, adv. —a-nal/o-gous-ness, 
n. [nonconnt] 

an-a-logue or an-aslog (an/l ôg’, -0g’) /'wnl,og, -,Dg/ 
n. [count] something having a strong similarity in form 
or function to something else: An insect’s wings and a 
bird's wings are analogues. 

a-nal-o-gy (ə nalə jē) /ə'nælədziy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. 
l. a similarity between like features of two things, on 
which a comparison may be based: an analogy between 
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the heart and a pump. 2. any similarity or comparability: 
| see no analogy between our situations. 3. by analogy, 
by way of comparison: By analogy, the heart is a pump 
and the brain is a computer. —an-a-log-i-cal (an/I| oj/i- 
kal) /,enl'nd3ikal/ adj. 

aenaleyesand (ə nal’a sand’, -zand/) /ə'nælə,sænd, 
-zænd/ n. [count] a person undergoing psychoanalysis. 

aenal-y-sis (ə nalə sis) /a'nwlasis/ n., pl. -ses (-Séz/) 

/-siyz/. 1. the process of analyzing: [noncount]: analysis 
of a problem. [count]: chemical analyses. 2. [count] a 
presentation of the results of this process: The newspa- 
per article was a good analysis of the problem. 3. [non- 
count] PSYCHOANALYSIS. See -LYS-. 

aneaslyst (an/I ist) /‘anlist/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
analyzes or who is skilled in analysis. 2. a psychoanalyst. 
See -LYS-. 

aneaslyteic (an/I it7ik) /,enl 'tik/ or an/aslyt/i-cal, adj. 
of or relating to analysis: analytic reasoning. —an/a+lyt/- 
iccal-ly, adv. See -tys-. 

anearlyze (an/I iz’) /‘xnl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -lyzed, -lyz- 
ing. 1. to examine or study something so as to separate 
it into the pieces that make it up, and to figure out its es- 
sential features: to analyze the blood on the murder 
weapon. 2. to examine carefully and in detail so as to 
identify causes, key factors, possible results, etc.: They 
analyzed the political situation. 3. to psychoanalyze. See 
-LYS-. — Related Words. ANALYZE is a verb, ANALYSIS iS a 
noun, ANALYTICAL is an adjective: The computer analyzed 
the data. The computer produced an analysis in seconds. 
She has an analytical mind. 

an-a-pest or aneaspaest (an/a pest’) /'ænə,pest/ n. 
[count] a three-syllable foot in poetry having two unac- 
cented syllables (short beats) followed by one accented 
syllable (long beat). 

anear-echism (an/er kiz/am) /‘enor,kizam/ n. [noncount) 
a political doctrine calling for the ending of law and gov- 
ernment restraint on society. —an/ar-chist, n. [count] 
—an/ar-chis/tic, adj. See -ARCH-. 

anearechy (an/ear kē) /'ænərkiy/ n. [poncount) 1. a state 
of society without government or law: They favored anar- 
chy over tyranny. 2. confusion; chaos; disorder: Their 
household was in a state of anarchy. —anear-chic (an- 
ar’kik) /aen'arkik/ an-ar/chi-cal, adj. —anear/chi-calely, 
adv. See -ARCH-. 

aenath-eema (ə nath’a mə) /ə'nzðəmə/ n., pl. -mas. a 
person or thing detested or loathed: [noncount]: The 
idea of extravagance is anathema to them. [count]: It was 
an anathema to her way of thinking. 

aneastomeiecal (an/a tom/i kəl) //ænə ‘tom kəl/ also 
an/a-tom’ic, adj. [before a noun) of or relating to the 
structure of the bodies of animals and plants: anatomical 
studies. —an/a-tom/i-calely, adv. 

a-nat-oemy (ə nat/a mē) /ə'nætəmiy/ n., pl. -mies. 1. 
[noncount] the science dealing with the structure of ani- 
mals and plants. 2. [count] the structure of an animal or 
plant, or of any of its parts. See -TOM-. 

-ance, suffix. 1. -ance is attached to some adjectives 
ending in -anT to form nouns with the meaning “quality 
or state of’: brilliant + -ance ~ brilliance. 2. -ance is 
also attached to some verb roots to form nouns: appear 
+ -ance ~ appearance; resemble + -ance ~ resem- 
blance. See -ANT, -ENCE. 

an-ces:-tor (an/ses tar) /‘ansestar/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son from whom someone is descended; forebear: Their 
ancestors were early pioneers. 2. one that serves as an 
earlier prototype; forerunner: The horse and buggy was 
an ancestor to the automobile. —an/cesstress, n. 
[count] —-Related Words. ancestor and ANCESTRY are 
nouns, ANCESTRAL iS an adjective: One of her ancestors 
was a king. She is of noble ancestry. They returned to the 
ancestral liome. 

an-ces-tral (an ses/tral) /æn 'sestral/ adj. [before a 
noun] of or inherited from ancestors: an ancestral home. 

an-ces-try (an/’ses tré) /‘wnsestriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. 
[count, usually singular) the group of people from whom 
someone descended: lad an ancestry of Puritan settlers. 
2. [noncount) line of descent; lineage: of Chinese ances- 
try. 

an-chor (ang/ker) /'æpkər/ n. [count] 1. a heavy device 
attached by a cable to a vessel and cast overboard to 
keep the vessel from drifting by becoming secured to the 
bottom. 2. a person or thing that can be relied on for 
support or security: /n times of distress she was our an- 
chor. 3. the main broadcaster on a program of news, 
sports, etc. 4. a person in a relay race who competes 
last. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to hold fast by or as if by an an- 
chor: anchored the ship in the harbor. 6. [no obj] to cast 
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anchor: The ship anchored in the harbor. 7. to act or 
serve as a radio or television anchor (for): [~ + obj]: She 
anchored the evening news. (no obj}: She anchored for 
seven years. —Idiom. 8. at anchor, kept in place by 
an anchor: a ship at anchor. 

an-chor-age (ang/kar ij) /‘enkorid3/ n. [count] a place 
for anchoring ships. 

an-echor-man or -womean or -per.son (ang’ker man) 
/ankormon/ or (-w6om/an) /-,woman/ or (-pur’/san) 
/-,parsan/ n. [count], pl. -men or -womeen or -per-sons. 
1. ANCHOR (def. 4). 2. ANCHOR (def. 3). 

an-schorvy (an/chd vē, -chə-, an chd/ve) /’entfowviy, 
-tfa-, an'tfowviy/ n. [count], pl. -vies. a small fish often 
salted and dried, canned, or made into a paste and used 
in cooking. 

an-cient (4n/shant) /‘eynJant/ adj. 1. of, dating from, or 
in a time long past, esp. before the end of the Western 
Roman Empire a.o. 476: ancient civilizations of Greece 
and Egypt. 2. very old; aged: an ancient wise man. —n. 
[count] 3. the ancients, the civilized people of a long 
time ago, esp. the Greeks, Romans, Hebrews, and Egyp- 
tians: the writings and culture of the ancients. 4. a very 
old person. —an/cient-ness, n. [noncount] 

an-cientely (ān/shənt lē) /'eynfəntliy/ adv. in ancient 
times. 

an-cil-larsy (an/sa ler’é) /'ænsə,leriy/ adj., n., pl. -ies. 
—adj. 1. subordinate; subsidiary: working in an ancillary 
position. [be + ~ + to + obj}: Buying a new Car is ancil- 
lary to my goal of buying a house. 2. (before a noun) 
serving as a supplement: ancillary teaching materials. 
—n. [count] 3. something that is an ancillary. 

-ancy, a combination of -ance and -y, used to form 
nouns denoting state or quality: brilliant + -ancy ~ bril- 
liancy. See -ANCE. 

and (and; unstressed and, an, or, esp. after t, n, or d, 
n), conj. 1. (used to connect words, phrases, or clauses) 
with, as well as, or in addition to: pens and pencils. 2. 
added to; plus: 2 and 2 are 4. 3. then; afterwards; after 
that: He finished and went to bed. 4. also; at the same 
time: to sleep and dream. 5. Informal. (used instead of 
to between two verbs) to: Try and do it (= Try to do it). 
6. (used to introduce a result of what comes before it) 
then; as a result: Study hard and you will pass this test 
(= If you study hard, then you will pass this test). 7. but; 
on the contrary: He tried to run five miles and couldn't. 
8. (used to suggest or imply that there are differences in 
things that have the same name): There are bargains and 
bargains, so watch out. (= Some things are truly bar- 
gains, but other things, that seem like bargains, are not 
really so.) —n. [count] 9. [usually plural] an added or ex- 
tra condition, rule, or item: She clearly succeeded, no ifs, 
ands, or buts about it. —-Idiom. 10. and so forth or 
so on, and more of the same or similar kind: first, sec- 
ond, third, and so forth. 

anedansete (an dan/ta, an dan/té) /an'dantey, æn'dæntiy/ 
adv., adj. Music. moderately slow. 

andeieron (and/i’ern) /'ænd,ayərn/ n. [count] one of a 
pair of metal stands for holding logs in a fireplace. 

and/or (and/6r/) /'ænd'ər/ conj. Use and/or to imply that 
either or both of the things mentioned may be affected 
or involved: You can get contact lenses and/or regular 
glasses at half price (= You can get either contact lenses 
or glasses, or you can get both at half price). 

-andro-, root. -andro- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “male; man.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ANDROGYNOUS, ANDROID, POLYANDRY, 

an-drog-y-nous (an droj’a nas) /en'drod3zanas/ adj. 
having both masculine and feminine characteristics: an- 
drogynous plants or animals. —an-drog-yeny (an droj/a- 
në) /en'drodganiy/ n. Lnoncoun{) See -ANDRO-, -GYN-. 

an-droid (an/droid) /‘zndroyd/ n. [count] a robot in the 
human form. See -ANDRO-. 

an-ec-dote (an/ik dot’) /‘enik,dowt/ n. [count] a short 
story about an interesting or amusing incident or event, 
often biographical. —an/ec-do/tal, adj. 

anemia (ə nē/mē ə) /a'niymiyd/ n. [noncount) 1. a 
condition of the body in which the hemoglobin of red 
blood cells has been reduced, leading to weakness and 
paleness. 2. a lack of power, vigor, or vitality: the anemia 
of the economy. 

a-neemic (ə nē/mik) /ə 'niymik/ adj. 1. having or suffer- 
ing from anemia: an anemic child. 2. lacking power, 
vigor, or substance: anemic profits. —a-ne’mi-cal-ly, 
adv. 

an-eemom-e-ter (an'a momi tər) /,ena'mnomitar/ n. 
[count] any instrument for measuring the speed of wind. 
See -METER-. 
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asnem-o-ne (ə nem/a nē) /a'nema,niy/ n. [count] 1. a 
plant of the buttercup family, having petallike sepals in 
red, white, or purple, or a variety of colors. 2. SEA ANEM- 
ONE. 

an-es-the-sia or an-aes-the-sia (an/əs thé/zha) 
/ænəs'ðiy3ə/ n. [Noncount) loss of sensation in the whole 
body or in certain areas: drugs that induce anesthesia in 
Surgical patients. 

an-es-the-si-ol-o-gy (an/as thé’zé ol’a jē) /ænəs,ĝðiy- 
ziy'oləd3iy/ n. [noncount] the science of administering 
anesthetics. —an/es-the/si-ol/o-gist, n. [count] 

an-es-thet-ic (an/as thet/ik) /enas'Oetik/ n. [count] 1. 
a substance that produces anesthesia. —adj. 2. of, relat- 
ing to, Or causing anesthesia: an anesthetic drug. 

an-es-the-tist (ə nes/thi tist) /o'nesOitist/ n. [count] a 
person who administers anesthetics. 

an-es-the-tize (ə nes/thi tiz’) /o'nes@i,tayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. to cause (a person, animal, etc.) to 
feel no pain by administering an anesthetic. —an-es-the- 
tization (ə nes/thi tə zā/shən) /ə,nesðitə'zeyfən/ n. 
[noncount] 

aneurysm or an-eurrism (an/yə riz/am) /'ænyə- 
izam/ n. [count] an abnormal widening of the walls of a 
blood vessel caused when the vessel grows weak. 

anew (ə noo’, ə nyoo’) /a'nuw, ə'nyuw/ adv. over again: 
once more (often in a new way): to start anew. 

an-gel (an/jal) /‘cynd3al/ n. [count] 1. a Spiritual crea- 
ture that is an attendant of God, often represented as 
having the form of a human being with wings. 2. a per- 
son resembling an angel, as in beauty, purity, or kindli- 
ness: Youre an angel to help with the children. 3. one 
who provides financial backing for some undertaking, as 
a theatrical work. —an-gel-ic (an jel/ik) /en'd3elik/ adj. 
—an-gel/i-cal-ly, adv. 

an-gel-fish (an/jal fish’) /‘cynd3oal,fif/ n. (count, pl. 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for differ- 
ent kinds or species) -fish-es. a brightly colored South 
American freshwater fish. 

an/’gel food’ cake’, n. [noncount; count) a light, deli- 
cate white cake made with stiffly beaten egg whites and 
no shortening or egg yolks. 

an-ger (ang/gar) /'æpgər/ n. [noncount) 1. a strong feel- 
ing of displeasure or rage; wrath: His anger rose at the 
insult. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make (someone) angry: His 
inconsiderateness angered me. 

anegiena (an ji/na) /æn'dzaynə/ n. [noncount) 1. any at- 
tack of painful spasms or crushing pressure accompa- 
nied by a sensation of suffocating. 2. ANGINA PECTORIS. 

angi/na pec/torris (pek/ta ris) /‘pektaris/ n. [non- 
count) a sensation of crushing pressure in the chest, 
sometimes spreading to the back or arm. 

an-gi-o-plas-ty (an/jé ə plas/té) /'ænd3iyə, plæstiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. the surgical repair of a blood vessel. 

an-gi-o-sperm (an/jé ə spůrm/) /'ænd3iyə,sp3rm/ n. 
[count] any plant that has its seeds enclosed in a fruit, 
grain, pod, or capsule: All flowering plants are angio- 
sperms. —an/gi-o-sper/mous, adj. 

an-gle’ (ang’gal) /‘wngal/ n., v., -gled, -gling. —n. 
[count] 1. a. the space within two lines or three or more 
surfaces that meet at a common point: placed a chair in 
the angle of the wall. b. the figure so formed: a right an- 
gle. 2. a viewpoint; standpoint: She looked at the prob- 
lem from a fresh angle. 3. Inforrnal. a secret motive: 
He's been too friendly lately—what's his angle? 4. at an 
angle, not straight; obliquely: The branch juts out at an 
angle. —v. 5. to move in or at an angle: [~ + obj]: He 
angled the car into the narrow driveway. [no obj]: The 
road angles sharply to the right. 6. [~ + obj] to set, di- 
rect, aim, Or adjust at an angle: to angle a spotlight. 7. 
[~ + obj] to slant (a piece of reporting) toward a point of 
view: The newspaper angled the story to make the mayor 
look good. 

an-gle’ (ang’gal) /‘engal/ v. [no obj), -gled, -gling. 1. to 
fish with hook and line: He was angling all morning. 2. 
[~ + for + obj] to use sly means to attain: was angling 
for compliments. —an/gler, n. (count) 

an-gleeworm (ang/gal warm’) /‘xngal,warn/ n. (count) 
an earthworm, as used for bait in angling. 

An-gli-can (ang/gli kan) /'æpglikən/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to the Church of England. 2. of or relating to England 
or its inhabitants. —n. [count] 3. a member of the 
Church of England or of a church connected to it. —An/- 
gliecan-ism, n. [noncount) 

An-gli-cize (ang’glo siz’) /‘wnglo,sayz/ v. [~ + obj; 
sometimes: anglicize), -cized, -ciz-ing. to make English 
in form or character: The French word “adieu” is Angli- 
cized to make it sound like (a ddo7). 
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An-glo (ang/gld) /‘anglow/ n., pl. -glos, adj. —n. [count] 
1. a white American of non-Hispanic descent. 2. a Cana- 
dian whose first language is English, as distinguished 
from French-speaking Canadians. —adj. 3. of or relating 
to Anglos. 

Anglo-, a prefix, used as a combining form of ENcusH: 
Anglo-Norman; Anglo-Catholic. 

An-glo-phile (ang/gla fil’) /wngla,fayl/ also An-glo- 
phil (-fil) /-fil/ n. [count] a person who is friendly to or 
admires England or English customs, institutions, etc. 

An-glo-phobe (ang/glo fob’) /‘wngla,fowb/ n. [count] a 
person who hates or fears England or anything English. 
—An/glo-pho/bi-a, n. [(noncount] 

An-glo-Sax-on (ang/gld sak/san) /‘xnglow'seksan/_n. 
1. [count] a person who lived in any of the kingdoms 
formed by the West Germanic people who invaded and 
occupied Britain in the 5th and 6th centuries a.D. 2. 
[noncount) the language of the Anglo-Saxons, also called 
Old English. —adj. 3. of or relating to the Anglo-Saxons, 
or to the period of Anglo-Saxon rule in Britain. 

An-go-lan (ang gO/lan) /xn'gowlan/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son born or living in Angola. —adj. 2. of or relating to 
Angola. 

An-go-ra (ang gér’a, -gōr/ə, an-) fen'gora, -'gowra, 
æn-/ n., pl. -ras, adj. —n. 1. [count] one of a breed of 
long-haired cats, goats, or rabbits. 2. [noncount; often: 
angora] the long hair of the Angora goat or of the Angora 
rabbit. 3. (count; usually: angora) a garment made from 
this. —adj. 4. [usually: angora] made from angora: an 
angora hat. 

angry (ang/gré) /‘xngriy/ adj., -gri-er, -gri-est. 1. feel- 
ing anger or strong resentment: an angry parent. [be + 
~ + aWwith): She was angry at the dean. | was angry 
with the children that night. (be + ~ + about): | was an- 
gry about the insult. 2. (usually before a noun) showing, 
expressing, caused by, or characterized by anger; wrath- 
ful: angry words. 3. Chiefly New England and Midland 
U.S. [before a noun] inflamed; red: an angry sore. 4. [u- 
Sually: before a noun) showing characteristics associated 
with anger: an angry sea; angry clouds. —an’ grisly, adv. 
~—Related Words. ancry is an adjective, ANGER is a 
noun, ANGRILY is an adverb: They were very angry with 
you. He keeps his anger locked up inside. He stalked an- 
grily out of the room. 

angst (angkst) /ankst/ n. [noncount) a feeling of dread, 
anxiety, Or anguish. 

an-guish (ang’gwish) /‘engwif/ n. [noncount) great suf- 
fering or pain: the anguish of grief. —an/guished, adj. 

an-gu-lar (ang/gya lər) /'æggyələr/ adj. 1. forming an 
angle; marked by angles. 2. bony, lean, or skinny; gaunt: 
a fall, angular man. 3. acting or moving stiffly: an awk- 
ward, angular dancer, —an/guelarely, adv. 

an-guslar-iety (ang/gysa lar/i tē) /engya ‘leri tiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncount] the quality of being angular. 2. 
[count] an angular outline; sharp corner: the angularities 
of the city skyline. 

-anima-, root. -anima- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “spirit, soul.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ANIMATE, ANIMATED, ANIMOSITY, ANIMUS, INANIMATE. 

an-iemal (an’a mal) /'ænəməl/ n. [count] 1. a living 
creature that can move on its own and actively acquire 
food and digest it and has senses and nervous systems 
to respond rapidly to the surroundings. 2. a creature 
other than a human being: We believe we are higher 
than the animals. 3. a mammal: There are plenty of 
birds, fish, and wild animals in the park. 4. the physical, 
sensual, or sexual nature of human beings: [usually: the 
+ q]: a scene that brought out the animal in the viewer. 
5. an inhuman person; brute: Youre acting like an ani- 
mal. 6. thing: A perfect job? Is there any such animal? 
—adj. 7. of, relating to, or derived from animals: animal 
fats. 8. relating to the physical, sensual, or sexual nature 
of humans: animal needs. 

an-iemal-cule = (an’a_mal/kydol) /zena'melkyuwl/ n. 
[count] a microscopically small organism. 

an/imal rights’, n. (plural) the rights of animals to de- 
cent treatment and protection from abuse. 

animate (verb an’a mat’; adjective -mit) /verb 
lana ;meyt; adjective -mit/ v., -mat-ed, -mat-ing, adj. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to give life to; make alive: Her presence 
animated the party. 2. to move or stir to action; moti- 
vate; inspire; encourage: The move to a new office ani- 
mated the staff. 3. to give motion to: We saw leaves ani- 
mated by the breeze. 4. to produce in the form of an 
animated cartoon. —adj. 5. alive; possessing life: ani- 
mate beings. 6. (of a noun) having, or seeming to have, 
the ability to move, think, and act under one’s own power 
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(opposed to inanimate): In the sentence “John blew the 
candle out", John is an animate noun. —an/iema/’tor, n. 
[cont] See -ANIMA-. 

an-iemat-ed (ami mat id) 'ænı meyt td/ adj. lively; full 
of vigor: an animated conversation. See -ANIMA-. 

an/imated cartoon’, n. [count] a motion picture 
made up of a sequence of drawings, each slightly differ- 
ent, so that when filmed and run through a projector the 
figures seem to move. 

aneiema-tion (an’a ma/shan) /,zno'meyJan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] animated quality; liveliness; enthusiasm: the ani- 
mation on her face. 2. [noncount] the process of prepar- 
ing animated cartoons. 3. [count] an animated cartoon. 
See -ANIMA-. 

an-iemism (an’a miz/am) /ænə mızəm/ n. [noncount] 
the belief that natural objects, natural phenomena, and 
the universe itself possess souls. —an/iemist, n. (count), 
adj. —an/i-mis/tic, adj. 

an-iemoseiety (an’a mos/i tē) /ano'mositiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
strong hostility or antagonism: [noncount): felt great ani- 
mosity toward their tormentor. [count]: The old animosi- 
ties surfaced again. See -ANIMA-. 

aneiemus (an’a məs) /'xnomos/ n. [noncount] strong 
dislike or enmity; animosity. See -ANIMA-. 

an-ise (an/is) /znts/ n. 1. [count] a Mediterranean plant 
of the parsley family, having seeds that yield aniseed. 2. 
[noncount] aniseed. 

an-ieseed (an’a séd’, an/is séd/) /'ænə,siyd, 'ænıs,siyd/ 
n. [noncount] the strong-smelling seed of anise, used in 
cooking and liqueurs for its licoricelike flavor. 

an-iesette (an/a set’, -zet’) /ena'set, -'zet/ n. [non- 
count] a liqueur flavored with aniseed. 

ankh (angk) /æņk/ n. [count] a cross with a loop at the 
top, used esp. in ancient Egypt as a symbol of life. 

an-kle (ang/kal) 'ænkəl/ n. [count] 1. the joint between 
the foot and leg. 2. the slender part of the leg above the 
foot. 

an-klet (ang/klit) /‘zenklit/ n. [count] 1. a sock that 
reaches just above the ankle. 2. an ornamental circlet 
worn around the ankle. 

-ann-, root. -ann- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “year.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ANNALS, ANNIVERSARY, ANNUAL, ANNUITY, BIANNUAL, SEMIAN- 
NUAL, SUPERANNUATED. 

anenals (an/lz) /‘aniz/ n. [plural 1. historical records; 
chronicles; stories of events: the annals of war. 2. a jour- 
nal containing the formal reports of an organization: 
looking up the reference in the medical annals. —ane 
nal-ist (an/l ist) 'ænlļist/ n. [count] See -ANN-. 

aneneslid (an/l id) 'ænlid/ n. [count] a worm that has 
parts of the body loosely connected in a row, as an 
earthworm. 

anenex (v. ə neks’, an/eks; n. an/eks, -iks) /v. ə'neks, 
leeneks; n. 'æneks, -tks/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to attach or 
add, esp. to something larger or more important: an- 
nexed a building to their headquarters. 2. to take control 
of (territory) from another country, often by force: Ger- 
many annexed Czechoslovakia. —n. [count] Also, esp. 
Brit, an/nexe. 3. something annexed: an annex to a 
treaty. 4. a building or an addition to a building, added 
to a larger one. —an-nex-a-tion (an/ek sa/shen) 
/wnek'seyJon/ n. [noncount) See -NnEc-. 

anenichielate (ə nia lat’) /o'naya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj}. 
-lat-ed, -lateing. 1. to reduce to complete ruin or nonex- 
istence; destroy completely: The mad scientist planned to 
annihilate the world. 2. to destroy the main part or body 
of: tn the first days the fighters annihilated the enemy air 
force. 3. to defeat; vanquish: Our team was annihilated 
in the playoffs. —anenichi-la-tion (ə ni'a la/shan) 
la nayo'leyfən/ n. CUroncount]) —an-ni/hi-la/tor, n. 
[count] 

an-ni-ver-saery (an/a vir/sa rē) /wno'varsariy/ n., pl. 
-ries, adj. —n. [count] 1. the date of an important past 
event that is celebrated or remembered every year: That 
date was the anniversary of the invasion. 2. the celebra- 
tion of an anniversary, esp. of a wedding: had 200 guests 
at their anniversary. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relat- 
ing to an anniversary: an anniversary party. See -ANN-. 

an-nostate (an/a tat’) /'ænə,teyt/ v. [~ + obj], -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. to supply (a text) with critical or explanatory 
notes. —an/no-ta/’tive, adj. —an/no-ta/’tor, n. [count] 
See -NOTA-. 

an-no-ta-tion (an/a tā stan) /wno tey fən/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act of annotating. 2. [count] a mark or note 
added to text or pictures. See -NOTA-. 

an-nounce (ə nouns?) /a'nawns/ v., -nounced, -nounc- 
ing. 1. to make known publicly or officially; proclaim: [~ 
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+ obj]: announced her candidacy for the presidency. [7 
+ (that) clause]: announced that she would nin for presi- 
dent. 2. [~ + obj] to state the approach or presence of: 
to announce a guest. 3. to serve as an announcer (of): 
[~ + obj]: He announced the program during the wed- 
ding reception. [no obj): He announced for the radio sta- 
tion. 4. [used with quotations] to state; declare: “My bags 
are packed and I'm leaving,” she announced. 5.[~ + for 
+ obj] to declare one’s candidacy: is expected to an- 
nounce for governor. See -NOUNCE-. 

an-nounce-ment (ə nouns/ment) /ə 'nawnsmont/ n. 
[count] 1. a public notice or statement about something. 
2. a short advertisement in the newspaper: announce- 
ments about apartments to share. 3. a brief spoken 
message (on the radio or TV), esp. a commercial: We'll 
be back right after these announcements. 4. a card that 
announces a wedding or other important event. 

an-nounc-er (ə noun/ser) /a'nawnsor/ n. [count] a per- 
son who announces, esp. one who introduces programs, 
reads advertisements, etc., on radio or television. 

anenoy (a noi’) /a'noy/ v. [~ + obj] to disturb or bother 
in a way that displeases, troubles, or irritates: [~ + obj]: 
My neighbor's loud television annoys me. [It + ~ + obj 
+ that clause]: It annoyed me that my neighbors played 
their TV late at night. —Related Words. annoy is a 
verb, ANNOYING is an adjective, ANNOYANCE is a noun: That 
music annoys me. It is annoying music. Another annoy- 
ance was when the train was late. 

an-noy-ance (ə noi/ans) /a'noyons/ n. 1. [count] a per- 
son or thing that annoys: That brat is a real annoyance. 
2. [noncount] the feeling of being annoyed: felt annoy- 
ance at being forced to wait. 

an-noy-ing (ə noi/ing) /a 'noyin/ adj. causing annoy- 
ance: bothersome; irritating: an annoying cough. —an- 
noy/ing-ly, adv. 

an-nueal (an’ydo al) /‘enyuwal/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
of or for a year; yearly: my annual salary. 2. occurring or 
returning once a year: an annual celebration. 3. (of a 
plant) living for only one growing season: an annual 
plant. —n. [count] 4. a plant that lives for one growing 
season. 5. a publication issued once a year. —an/nu- 
al-ly, adv. See -ANN-. 

an/nual ring’, n. [count] a yearly formation of new 
wood in woody plants that can be seen as a ring on the 
cross section of a tree trunk. 

an-nu-i-tant (ə noo/i tnt, ə nydo/-) /a'nuwitnt, a'nyuw-/ 
n. [count] a person who receives an annuity. 

an-nueiety (ə noo/i tē, ə nydo’-) /a'nuwitiy, a'nyuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. 1. a certain income paid yearly for a 
fixed period, often for the person’s lifetime. 2. the policy 
or form of insurance that provides such an income. See 
-ANN-. 

anenul (ə nul’) /a'nal/ v. [~ + obj], -nulled, -nul-ling. to 
make or declare (something to be) no longer valid; inval- 
idate: to annul a marriage; to annul an agreement. See 
-NULL-. 

anenuslar (an/ya lar) /'ænyələr/ adj. having the form of a 
ring. 

an-enulement (ə nul’ment) /a 'nalmont/ n. 1. [noncount] 
a declaring that a contract, marriage, or agreement is in- 
valid. 2. [count] a statement or declaration that a con- 
tract, marriage, or agreement is invalid. 

an-enun-ci-aetion (ə nun/sé a/shan) /ə,nansiy'eyfən/ n. 
[count] an act or instance of announcing; proclamation. 
See -NUNC-. 

an-ode (an/’dd) /'ænowd/ n. [count] 1. the electrode or 
terminal by which current enters a cell, such as a battery, 
etc. 2. the negative terminal of a cell or battery. 3. the 
positive terminal, electrode, or element of an electron 
tube. 

an-o-dyne (an/a din’) /‘ena,dayn/ n. [count] 1. anything 
that relieves pain or distress: Work on the book was the 
anodyne that took his mind off his grief. —adj. 2. reliev- 
ing pain or discomfort; soothing: the anodyne effect of 
watching ocean waves. 

aenoint (ə noint’) /a'noynt/ v. 1. [~ + obj (+ with + 
obj)] to rub oil or ointment on the body so as to make 
sacred or holy in a ceremony. 2. [~ + obj] to choose 
formally: The president anointed his vice-president as his 
successor. —aenoint/ment, n. [noncount) 

a-nomea-lous (ə noma las) /a 'nomə ləs/ adj. differing 
from the expected or usual; irregular; abnormal. 
—a-nom/a-lous/ly, adv. See -Nom-'. 

a-nomearly (ə nom/sa lē) /a'nomoliy/ n., pl. -lies. 1. 
[noncount] a difference or change from the common 
type, rule, arrangement, or form; irregularity; abnormality 
2. [count] someone or something that differs from the 
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expected or usual: A dog with two taits is an anornaty. 3. 
[count] an unexpected, unusual, or strange condition, sit- 
uation, Or quality: /t was an anomaly for the weather to 
be warrn in winter. See -Nom-'. 

aenon (ə non’) /a'non/ adv. Older Use. in a short time; 
soon: “t see you anon,” she said, laughingly. 

anon., an abbreviation of: 1. anonymous. 2. anony- 
mously. 

a-no-ynymeisty (an’a nim/i tē) /ens ‘nimi tiy/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being anonymous. See 
-ONYM-. 

aenon-y-mous (ə non’a mas) /a'nonamas/ adj. 1. lack- 
ing the name of the author, writer, etc.: an anonymous 
poem. 2. not giving a name; not identifying oneself: an 
anonymous donor. 3. lacking or not showing individual- 
ity, unique character, or any special or unusual quality: 
drab, anonymous houses. —asnon’/y-mous-ly, adv. See 
-ONYM-. 

a-noph-e-les (ə nof/a lēz/) /ə'nofə,liyz/ n. [count], pl. 
-les. a mosquito some species of which transmit malaria 
to humans. 

an-o-rexeiea (an/a rek/sé ə) /eno'reksiyo/ n. [noncount) 
an eating disorder in which the victim suffers from a fear 
of being fat and so diets too much to become unhealthily 
thin. 

an-orrexeic (an/a rek/sik) /,enoa 'reksik/ adj. Also, aneo- 
rec-tic (an/a rek/tik) /,eno 'rektik/. 1. having the disor- 
der of anorexia. —n. [count] 2. a person who suffers 
from anorexia. 

an-oth-er (ə nuth/ar) /o'nador/ adj. [before a noun} 1, 
being one more; being more of the same; further; addi- 
tional: Have another piece of cake. [~ + number word + 
Plural count noun): Come in for an appointment in an- 
other three weeks. 2. different; distinct; of a different 
kind: fo visit another country and see how different life is 
there. 3. very similar to; of the same kind or category as: 
would like to be another Shakespeare. —pron. 4. one 
more; an additional one: There is one book and here is 
another. 5. a different one; something different: She kept 
going from one thing to another. 

an-swer (an/sar) /'ænsər/ n. [count] 1. a spoken or writ- 
ten reply or response to a question, request, letter, etc.: 
My answer was “yes”. 2. a correct response to a ques- 
tion: When was the Declaration of tndependence signed? 
The answer is t776. 3. counterpart: the French answer 
to the Beatles. 4. an action that serves as a reply or re- 
sponse: Her answer to my proposal was a shrug of the 
shoulders. 5. a solution to a problem: never claimed to 
have all the answers. 6. in answer (to), by way of re- 
sponding or replying: ¢ offer these arguments in answer 
fo your Criticism. —v. 7. to speak or write in response 
(to); make answer (to); reply (to): [no obj): She answered 
quietly. [~ + obj): The nominee answered the questions 
with humor. 8. to respond by an act or motion: [no obj): 
When the phone rang, she was afraid to answer. [~ + 
obj): They answered the doorbell. [~ + with + obj]: He 
answered with a laugh. [~ + obj + with + obj): They 
answered the attack with a fult-scale assault of their own. 
9. [not: be + ~-ing] to conform; correspond (to): [~ + 
to + obj): She answered to the description. [~ + obj): 
The suspect answers the police description. 10. [~ + 
obj (+ with + obj)] to solve: answered the unemploy- 
ment crisis with prompt actions. 11. answer back, to 
reply impolitely or rudely (to): [no obj): Don’t answer 
back. [~ + obj + back): Don't answer your teacher back 
like that. 12. answer for, [~ + for + obj] a. to act or 
suffer in consequence: He must answer for his criminal 
acts. b. to be or to declare oneself responsible or ac- 
countable: to answer for the President's safety. 

an-swer-a-ble (an/sar ə bal) /'ænsər ə bol/ adj. 1. [be 
+ ~ + to] accountable (to someone higher in authority): 
l am answerable only to the chairman. 2. [be + ~ + for] 
responsible: You are answerable for your own actions. 3. 
able to be answered: an answerable question. 

ant (ant) /ent/ n. [count] 1. a small insect that lives in 
highly organized colonies. —Idiom. 2. have ants in 
one’s pants, S/ang. to be impatient or eager to act. 

-ant, suffix. 1. -ant is attached to some verbs to form 
adjectives with the meaning “doing or performing (the 
action of the verb)”: please + -ant 7 pleasant (= doing 
the pleasing). 2. -ant is also attached to some verbs to 
form nouns with the meaning “one who does or per- 
forms (the action of the verb, often a formal action)”: 
serve + -ant ~ servant (= one who serves); apply (+ ic) 
+ -ant ~ applicant (= one who formalty applies, as for a 
job). 3. -ant is attached to some verbs to form nouns 
with the meaning: “substance that does or performs (the 
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action of the verb)”: coot (verb = “to make cool”) + -ant 
~ coolant (= substance to keep engines cool). See -ENT. 

anteac-id (ant as/id) /ænt'æsıd/ adj. 1. counteracting or 
neutralizing acidity, esp. of the stomach. —n. [count] 2. 
an antacid medicine. See -acr-. 

an-tag-o-nism (an tag/a niz/am) /æn'tæg>,nmzəm/ n. 
active hostility or opposition: [noncount): The proposal 
provoked antagonism among conunittee members. 
[count]: Antagonisms rose sharply. See -AGon-. 

an-tag-oenist (an tag/a nist) /æn'tægənist/ n. [count] 1. 
opponent; adversary: considered his opponent a danger- 
ous antagonist. 2. (in drama or literature) the opponent 
of the hero or protagonist. —an-tag/o-nis/tic, adj. —an- 
tag/o-nis/ti-cal-ly, adv. See -AGON-. 

an-tag-o-nize (an tag/a niz’) /æn'tægə,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -nized, -niz-ing. to cause to become hostile; make 
an enemy or opponent of: His speech antagonized many 
voters. See -AGON-. —Related Words. ANTAGONIZE is a 
verb, ANTAGONISTIC is an adjective, ANTAGONIST and ANTAGO- 
NISM are nouns: He antagonizes people too easily. He is 
very antagonistic toward his fellow workers. His antago- 
nist Confronted him again. There was great antagonism 
between the two nations. 

ant-are-tic (ant ark/tik, -Ar/tik) /ent'arktk, -'artik/ adj. 
of, at, or near the South Pole. 

ant’ bear’, n. AARDVARK. 

an-te (an/té) /‘xntiy/ n., v., -ted or -teed, -te-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a sum of money in the card game of poker, 
put into the pot by each player before the deal. 2. cost; 
price: tried to raise the ante. —v. ante up, 3. (in poker) 
to put (one’s initial stake) into the pot: [~ + up + obj): 
Ante up your bets now. [no obj]: Ante up and let's play. 
4. to produce or pay (one’s share): [~ + up + obj): had 
fo ante up a dollar to help pay the fine. [no obj): All right, 
ante up. 

ante-, prefix. 1. ante- is attached to roots and means 
“happening before”: antebellum (= before the war). 2. 
ante- also means “located in front of’: anteroom (= 
room located in front of another). 

ant-eat-er (ant/é/tar) /‘znt,iytor/ n. [count] an animal 
having a long snout, a sticky tongue, and strong claws, 
that feeds on ants and termites. 

an-te-bel-lum (an/té belam) /‘zntiy'belom/ adj. (often: 
before a noun] before or existing before a war, esp. the 
American Civil War: the antebellum South. See -BELL-. 

an-te-ced-ent (an/ta séd/nt) /,enta'siydnt/ adj. 1. pre- 
ceding; prior; coming before: an antecedent event. —n. 
[count] 2. something that comes or happens before an- 
other: tsolated skirmishes were antecedents of the war. 
3. antecedents, [plura ancestors: Where did your 
antecedents come from? 4. a word, phrase, or clause, 
usually a noun, that is replaced, usually later, by a pro- 
noun or other substitute. Jane is the antecedent (of the 
pronoun she) in the sentence: Jane lost a glove and she 
is upset. —an/te-ced/ence, n. [noncount] See -CEDE-. 

an-te-cham-ber (an/té cham/bar) /'æntiy,tfeymbər/ n. 
[count] an anteroom. 

an-te-date (an/ti dat’) /wntideyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to precede in time: The ruins in 
southern Africa antedated some of the medieval for- 
tresses of Europe. 2. to put a date on {a letter, check, 
document) that is earlier than the true date. 

an-te-di-lueviean (an/té di 150/vé an) /,entiydi'luwviyan/ 
adj. 1. [often: before a noun] of or belonging to the pe- 
riod before the Flood in the Bible. 2. old-fashioned; anti- 
quated: Antediluvian ideas kept the company from going 
forward. 

an-te-lope (an/tl dp’) /‘entlowp/ n. [count], pt. -lopes, 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -lope. a deerlike ani- 
mal of Africa and Asia. 

an-te meridiem (an/té mə rid’é am, -em/) l'æntiy 
mə'rıdiyəm, -,em/ adj. being the time after midnight and 
before noon. See A.M. 

an-ten-na (an tenə) /en'tens/ n. [count], pt. -ten-nas 
for 1, -tenenae (-ten/é) /-'teniy/ for 2. 1. an aerial: a wire 
or set of wires attached to metal rods by which radio or 
television signals are sent out or received. See illustration 
at HOUSE. 2. one of the two long, thin, jointed, movable 
parts on the heads of insects, lobsters, and related ani- 
mals that can feel or sense things in the Surroundings. 

an-tesri-or (an tēr/ē ər) /wn'tidriyor/ adj. 1. located be- 
fore or at the front of (opposed to posterior): the anterior 
fin of a fish. 2. occurring before or earlier in time; ear- 
lier. —an-te/ri-or-ly, adv. 

an-te-room (an/té room’, -rõm/) /‘wntiy,ruwm, -,rum/ 
n. [count] a room that opens up to a larger room, esp. a 
waiting room. 
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an-them (an/tham) /‘en0om/ n. [count] 1. a song, such 
as of praise, devotion, or patriotism. 2. a hymn. 

an-ther (an/thor) /'ænĝðər/ n. [noncount) the part of a 
flower that carries pollen. 

ant-hill (ant/hil’) /ænt,hil/ n. [count] a mound of earth 
formed by a colony of ants in building their nest. 

an-thol-oegy (an thol/ə jé) /æxn'ðpnləd3iy/ n. [count], pl. 
-gies. a collection of selected writings: an anthology of 
poetry. —an-thol/o-gist, n. [count] —an-thol-o-gize 
(an thol/a jiz’) /xn'ðplə,dz3ayz/ v. [~ + obj), -gized, -giz- 
ing. 

an-thra-cite (an/thra sit’) /‘znOra,sayt/ n. [noncount] a 
hard coal that burns slowly with little smoke or flame. 

an-thrax (an/thraks) /‘znOraeks/ n. [noncount), pl. -thra- 
ces (-thra séz’) /-Oroa,siyz/. an infectious disease of cattle, 
sheep, and other mammals that can be transmitted to 
humans, as by handling infected wool, and that is 
marked by skin ulcers. 

-anthro-, root. -anthro- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “man, human.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ANTHROPOCENTRIC, ANTHROPOID, ANTHROPOL- 
OGY, ANTHROPOMORPHISM, MISANTHROPE. S€e -ANDRO-. 

an-thro-po-censtric (an’thra pō sen/trik) /,xn@r- 
dpow'sentrik/ adj. tending to believe that human beings 
are the central fact of the universe and to interpret every- 
thing in terms of human experience and values. —an/- 
thro-po-cen/tri-cal-ly, adv. —an/thro-po-cen/trism, n. 
[noncount] See -ANTHRO-. 

an-thro-poid (an/thra poid’) /‘xnOra,poyd/ adj. 1. re- 
sembling humans: antliropoid apes. —n. [count] 2. Ape 
(def. 1). See -ANTHRO-. 

an-thro-poleorgy (an/thra pol/a jé) /,enOra'polad3iy/ n. 
[noncount] the science that deals with the origins, physi- 
cal and cultural development, biological features, and so- 
cial customs and beliefs of humankind. —an-thro-po- 
log-i-cal (an/thrə pa loj/i kal) /en®rapa'lod3ikal/ adj. 
—an/thro-po-log/i-cal-ly, adv. —an/thro-pol/o-gist, n. 
[count] See -ANTHRO-. 

an-thro-poemor-phic (an’thra pa môr/fik) /,en6ra- 
po'morfik/ also an/thro-po-mor/phous, adj. 1. a. 
thought of as being human in form or attributes: ancient 
anthropomorphic gods. b. attributing human characteris- 
tics to nonhuman objects. 2. resembling a human form: 
an anthropomorphic carving. —an/thro-poemor/phi- 
cal-ely, adv. —an/thro-po-mor/phism, n. [noncount] See 
-ANTHRO-, -MORPH-. 

aneti (an/ti, an/tē) /'æntay, 'æntiy/ n. [count], pl. -tis. a 
person opposed: We have many supporters and a few 
antis. 

anti-, prefix. anti- is attached to nouns and adjectives 
and means: 1. against, opposed to: anti-Semitic, anti- 
Slavery. 2. preventing, counteracting, or working agairist: 
anticoagulant, antifreeze. 3. destroying or disabling: anti- 
aircraft, antipersonnel. 4. identical to in form or function, 
but lacking in some important ways: anticlimax, antihero, 
antiparticle. 5. an antagonist or rival of: Antichrist, anti- 
pope. 6. situated opposite: Anti-Lebanon. Also, before a 
vowel, ant-. 
an-ti-a-bor-tion (an’té ə bdr/shen, an/’ti-) /,enti- 
ya'borfan, æntay-/ adj. [before a nour} opposed to 
abortion. —an/ti-a-bor/tion-ist, n. [count] 
an-ti-air-craft (an’té ar/kraft’, an’ti-) /antiy'eor, kraft, 
,entay-/ adj. [before a nour] designed for or used in de- 
fense against enemy aircraft: antiaircraft artillery. 
an-ti-A-mer-iecan (an/té ə mer/i kən, an/ti-) /enti- 
ya'merikan, ,2ntay-/ adj. opposed or hostile to the U.S. 
or to its people, principles, or policies. —an/ti-A-mer/i- 
can-ism, n. (noncourt] 
an-ti-bac-te-ri-al (an/té bak tērē al, an/ti-) /,wntiy- 
bwk'tioriyal, ,antay-/ adj. [before a noun) destructive to 
or interfering with the growth of bacteria: antibacterial 
soap. 
an-ti-balelis-tic (an/té bə lis’tik, an’ti-) /entiyba'listik, 
wentay-/ adj. [before a noun] designed to intercept and 
destroy ballistic missiles: an antiballistic niissile. 
aneti-bi-ot-ic (an/’ti bi ot/ik, -bé-) /wntibay'ntik, -biy-/ 
n. (count) 1. a chemical substance, as penicillin, that can 
inhibit or destroy the growth of bacteria and other micro- 
organisms. —adj. [before a nour!) 2. of or involving anti- 
biotics: au antibiotic medicine. —an/ti-bi-ot/i-cally, 
adv. 
an-ti-bod-y (an/ti bod’é) /‘wnti,bodiy/ nu. [count], pl. 
-bod-ies. a protein produced by the body to fight sub- 
stances like viruses that cause disease. 
an-tic (an/tik) /æntik/ n. [count] 1. Usually, antics. 
[plural] a playful or silly trick: Her autics in class got her 
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into trouble. —adj. 2. foolishly playful; funny; amusing: 
antic behavior. 

anetieccan-ecer (an/té kan/sar, an/ti-) /,entiy'kansor, 
wentay-/ adj. [before a noun] used or effective in the 
prevention or treatment of cancer: the promise of new 
anticancer drugs. 

An-ti-christ (an’ti krist’) /anti,krayst/ n. 1. [proper 
noun; usually: the + ~) a personage or power expected 
to corrupt the world but be conquered by Christ’s Second 
Coming. 2. [count; often: antichrist) a. any opponent of 
or disbeliever in Christ. b. a false Christ. 

an-tic-iepate (an tis’a pat’) /æn'tısə,peyt/ v., -pat-ed, 
-pat-ing. 1. to realize or feel beforehand; foresee: [~ + 
obj):.We anticipate a sell-out crowd tonight. [~ + verb- 
ing}: We anticipate running into problems. [~ + that 
clause]: The government hadnt anticipated that the 
economy would fall so fast. 2. to look forward to, esp. 
confidently or with pleasure: [~ + obj]: | was anticipating 
my promotion. [~ + verb-ing]: anticipates getting a pro- 
motion. [~ + that clause}: anticipates that you will get 
your promotion. 3. [~ + obj] to perform (an action) be- 
fore another has had time to act: We anticipated our ri- 
val’s strategy and made the first move. 4. [~ + obj} to 
answer (a question), obey (a command), or satisfy (a re- 
quest) before it is made: anticipated the surgeon by 
handing her the scalpel before she asked for it. 5.[~ + 
obj) to make (some action) ineffective by countering it in 
advance: We anticipated their attack by stationing our 
bombers to the south. —ancti-ci-pa-tion (an tis’a pa7- 
shon) /en,tisa'peyfan/ n. [noncount] See -cep-. 

an-ticeicpa-torry (an tis’a pa tor ë, -tor-) /en 'tisa pa 
tor iy, -towr-/ adj. [often: before a noun) characterized 
by anticipation. 

anetiecliemax (an/tē klimaks, an/ti-) /,entiy'klaymeks, 
wentay-/ n. 1. [count] something that is far less impor- 
tant, powerful, or striking than expected; a letdown or 
disappointment: After a great series, the final, losing 
game was an anticlimax. 2. [noncount] descent in power, 
quality, or dignity: a weary sense of anticlimax. —anetie 
clirmac-tic (an’té kli mak/tik, -kla-, an/ti-) /,entiyk- 
lay'mekttk, -kla-, ,entay-/ adj. 

an-ti-clock-wise (an’ti Klok/wiz) /,enti'klokwayz/ adj. 
Brit. COUNTERCLOCKWISE. 

an-ti-co-ag-u-lant (an/té kō ag’yə lent, an/ti-) /,entiy- 
kow'xgyolont, ,antay-/ adj. [before a noun) 1. Also, ane 
ti-co-ag-u-la-tive (an/té kō ag/ya la/’tiv, -lə tiv, an/ti-) 
/ zntiykow'egya,leytiv, -lotiv, ,entay-/. preventing CO- 
agulation, esp. of blood. —n. [count] 2. an anticoagulant 
agent. 

an-ticcomemurnism (an/té kom/ya niz/am, an’ti-) /,zen- 
tiy ‘komya ,nizam, ,æntay-/ n. [noncount] opposition to 
communism. —an/ti-com/murnist, n. [count], adj. 

an-ti-ede-pres-sant or an-ti-de-pres-sant (an/’té di- 
pres/ant, an/ti-) /,entiydi'presant, ,entay-/ adj. 1. used 
to relieve or treat mental depression: antidepressant 
drugs. —n. [count] 2. a drug used to treat mental de- 
pression. 

an-tiedote (an/ti dot’) /‘enti,dowt/ n. [count] 1. a medi- 
cine or other remedy used against the effects of poison, 
disease, etc. 2. something that prevents or works against 
injurious or unwanted effects: One antidote for crime is 
more police on the street. 

an-ti-freeze (an/ti fréz’, an/té-) /‘enti,friyz, 'æntiy-/ n. 
[noncount] a liquid added to the water in the cooling 
system of a vehicle to keep the water from freezing. 

an-ti-gen (an/ti jan, -jen’) /‘antid3an, -,d3en/ n. [count] 
a protein that can cause the body to react by producing 
an antibody that fights infection or disease. —an/ti- 
gen/ic, adj. —an/ti-gen/i-cal-ly, adv. See -GEN-. 

an-tishe-ro (an/té hēr/ō, an/ti-) /‘wntiy hiorow, 'æntay-/ 
n. (count), pl. -roes. a main character (in a book, play, 
or movie) who lacks the qualities expected of a hero. 

an-ti-his-tasmine (an/tē his’ta mén/, -min, an/ti-) /,an- 
tiy'hista,miyn, -min, ,entay-/ n. [count] a drug that can 
block the action of substances in the body that cause 
sneezing, sniffling, or other reactions of colds and aller- 
gies. 

an-ti-in-tel-lec-tueal (an/té in’tl ek’chd6 al, an/ti-) 
/wntiy,intl'ektfuwal, æntay-/ adj. 1. opposed to, hostile 
to, or distrustful of intellectuals or intellectual interests. 
—n. [count] 2. an anti-intellectual person. —an/ti-in/tel- 
lec/tucal-ism, n. [Noncount] 

an-ti-knock (an/té nok’, an’ti-) /entiy'nok, ,entay-/ 
adj. [before a noun] of, concerning, or being a material 
added to gasoline or other fuel for a car or truck engine 
to run smoothly by eliminating or minimizing knock. 
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an-ti-mat-ter (an/t@ mat/ar, an/ti-) /‘wntiy,metor, 
'æntay-/ n. [noncount) matter composed of antiparticles. 
an-ti-misesile (an⁄^tē = mis/al, an’ti-) /,wntiy'misol, 
entay-/ adj. [before a noun] designed or used in de- 
fense against enemy guided missiles. 

an-tisemoeny (an/ta md/né) /æntə,mowniy/ n. [non- 
count] a brittle white metallic element used chiefly in al- 
loys and in compounds in medicine. 

an-ti-par-ti-cle (an/té par’ti kal, an/ti-) /entiy,partikal, 
‘entay-/ n. [count] an atomic particle whose properties 
are identical in size to those of a specific elementary par- 
ticle but are of opposite sign. 

antipasto (anti pä/stō, -pas/td, an/té pä/-) 
/ænti'pastow, -'pæstow, ,antiy'pa-/ n., pl. -pasetos, 
-pas-ti (-pä/stē, -pas/té) /-'pastiy, -'pæstiy/. an Italian 
appetizer, often an assortment of foods, such as olives, 
anchovies, salami, and peppers: [noncount]): I'll have an- 
tipasto before the meal. (count): will have an antipasto 
first. 

an-tip-a-thet-ic (an tip’a thet/ik) /æn tipə '@etik/ adj. 
[be + ~ (+ toftoward)] unsympathetic; hostile: feels 
completely antipathetic toward his noisy neighbors. See 
-PATH-. 

an-tipea-thy (an tipə thé) /en'tipoGiy/ n., pl. -thies. 1. 
[noncount] a deep, habitual dislike; aversion: antipathy 
toward inhuman behavior. 2. [count] an object of antipa- 
thy. See -PATH-. 

an-ti-per-son-nel (an/té piir/sa nel’, an/ti-) /;æn- 
tiy,parso'nel, ,antay-/ adj. [before a noun] designed to 
destroy or disable enemy troops: antipersonnel land 
mines. 

an-ti-per-spierant (an/ti pûr/spər ənt) /,enti'psrspa- 
rant/ n. [count] 1. a preparation for reducing perspira- 
tion. —adj. [before a noun) 2. inhibiting perspiration: an- 
tiperspirant Sprays. 

an-ti-phon (an/ta fon’) /'æntə,fon/ n. [count] a song to 
be chanted or sung responsively. —an-tiph-o-nal (an- 
tiffa nl) /en'tifanl/ adj. —anetiph/o-nal-ly, adv. —an- 
tiph-oeny (an tifa nē) /en'tifaniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. 

an-tip-o-des (an tip/ə dēz/) /en'tipa,diyz/ n. [pluran 
two places directly opposite each other on the globe. 
—an-tip-o-dal (an tip’a dl) /en'tipadl/ adj. 

an-ti-pol-lu-tion (an/té pə lōō/shən, an’ti-) /,enti- 
ypə'luwfən, ,æntay-/ adj. [before a noun) designed to 
prevent or reduce environmental pollution: antipollution 
laws. 

an-ti-quar-iean (an/ti kwar/é an) /entu'kweoriyan/ adj. 
1. concerned with or relating to antiquities, esp. books. 
—n. [count] 2. an antiquary. —an/ti-quar/i-an-ism, n. 
[noncount)] 

an-ti-quar-y (an/ti kwer/ē) /'ænti,kweriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ies. an expert on, student of, or collector of old or an- 
cient objects. 

an-tiequated (an/ti kwat/id) /‘e2nti,\kweytid/ adj. obso- 
lete or old-fashioned; outmoded: replaced our antiquated 
computer system. 

an-tique (an ték’) /æn'tiyk/ adj, n, v., -tiqued, -ti- 
quing. —adj. [before a noun) 1. of or belonging to the 
past; not modern: antique times. 2. of or belonging to 
ancient Rome or Greece. 3. in the tradition or style of an 
earlier period: antique carvings, antique cabinets. 4. con- 
cerned with selling or buying old objects such as furni- 
ture: an antique dealer; an antique shop. —n. [count] 5. 
something produced in an earlier period, or, according to 
U.S. customs laws, 100 years before date of purchase: 
beautiful and rare antiques. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to treat so 
as to give an antique appearance: to antique the old 
chest of drawers. 7. [no obj] to shop for or collect an- 
tiques: went antiquing. 

an-tiq-uiety (an tik’wi tē) /een'tikwitiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the quality of being ancient; ancientness: a 
bowl of great antiquity. 2. [noncount] ancient times; for- 
mer ages: in the days of antiquity. 3. [noncount] the pe- 
riod of history before the Middle Ages. 4. [count; usually 
plural) things belonging to or remaining from ancient 
times, as relics or customs. 

an-ti-Sem-ite (an/té sem/it, an/ti-) /antiy'semayt, 
,entay-/ n. [count] a person who discriminates against 
or is prejudiced or hostile toward Jews. —an-ti-Se-mit-ic 
(an’té sə mit/ik, an/ti-) /aentiyso'mitik, ,æntay-/ adj. 
—an’ti-Se-mit/i-calely, adv. —an-ti-Sem-i-tism (an/’te- 
semi tiz’am, an/ti-) /entiy'semi,tizam, ,entay-/ n. [non- 
count) 

an-ti-sep-sis (an/ta sep/sis) /wnto'sepsis/ n. [noncount) 
destruction of microorganisms that cause disease. 

an-ti-sep-tic (an/tə septik) /æntə'septik/ adj. 1. [be- 
fore a noun) causing the destruction of microorganisms 
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that cause disease: an antiseptic solution. 2. free from 
microorganisms that cause disease: The surgical instru- 
ments are antiseptic. 3. lacking in warmth or other hu- 
manizing qualities; cold: an antiseptic waiting rooin. —n. 
4. a solution or substance that can destroy germs or 
harmful microorganisms: [noncount): The doctor put an- 
tiseptic on the wound. [count]: | bought an antiseptic at 
the drugstore. —an/ti-sep/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

an-ti-so-cial (an/té sō/shəl, an/ti-) /æntiy'sowfəl, 
ntay-/ adj. 1. unwilling or unable to associate in a nor- 
mal or friendly way with other people: an antisocial rec- 
luse. 2. (of behavior) marked by an unwillingness or ina- 
bility to participate normally in society. —an/ti-so/- 
cially, adv. 

an-tith-e-sis (an tith’a sis) /æn'tiðəsıs/ n., pl. -ses 
(-sēz/) /-,styz/. 1. [noncount] opposition; contrast: the 
antithesis of right and wrong. 2. (count; often: the + ~ 
+ of] the direct opposite: Her strength was the very an- 
lithesis of cowardice. —an-ti-thet-i-cal (an/tə thet/i kal) 
/yenta'Oetikal/ an/titthet/ic, adj. —an/ti-thet/i-cal-ly, 
adv. See -THES-. 

an-ti-toxein (an/ti tok/sin, an/té-) /wenti'toksin, jzntiy-/ 
n. [count] a substance that works against a specific toxin. 
See -Tox-. 

anti-trust (an/té trust’, an/ti-) /entiy'trast, jantay-/ 
adj. [before a noun] opposing or designed to restrain 
trusts, monopolies, or other large combinations of busi- 
ness and capital: antitrust laws. 

ant-ler (ant/lar) /‘entlar/ n. [count] one of the branched 
horns of an animal of the deer family. —ant/lered, adj. 

an-toenym (an/ta nim) /‘entanim/ n. [count] a word op- 
posite in meaning to another: Fast is an antonym of 
slow. Compare SYNONYM (def. 1). —an-ton-y-mous (an- 
ton’a mas) /en'tonamas/ adj. See -onym-. 

ants-y (ant’sé) /‘entsiy/ adj., -ìer, -ieest. /nformal. 
nervous; impatient. 

a.nus (a/nas) /'cynas/ n. [count], pl. a‘nus-es. the open- 
ing at the lower end of the alimentary canal through 
which waste passes out of the body. 

anevil (an/vil) /‘anvil/ n. [count] 1. a heavy iron block on 
which heated metals are hammered into desired shapes. 
2. a small, similarly shaped bone that is part of the ear. 

anx.iseety (ang zi/i tē) /en'zayitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. a. 
[noncount] distress or uneasiness caused by fear of dan- 
ger or misfortune: She was full of anxiety over the delay. 
b. [count] an instance or cause of anxiety: the anxieties 
of modern life. 2. [ņnoncount] a sense of overwhelming 
fear or dread often with acute physical symptoms, as pal- 
pitations and sweating. 

anx-ious (angk/shas, ang/-) /'æņpkfəs, 'æp-/ adj. 1. full 
of mental distress or of fear of danger or misfortune; 
troubled; worried: felt anxious about her health. 2. [be- 
fore a noun] causing mental distress or fear: We had a 
few anxious moments when she leaned from the window. 
3. [be + ~ earnestly desirous; eager: [~ + for]: She's 
very anxious for promotion. [~ + to + verb]: | was anx- 
ious to meet you. [~ + for + obj + to + verb]: I was 
anxious for thern to meet you. [~ + that clause]: We are 
very anxious that you come to see us. —anx/iousely, 
adv. —anx/ioussness, n. [noncount] —Related 
Words. anxious is an adjective, ANxIOUSLY is an adverb, 
ANXIETY iS a noun: / was anxious abont the results. | anx- 
iously awaited the results. We were filled with anxiety 
waiting for the results. 

aney (en/e) /‘eniy/ adj. [before a noun] 1. one, a, an, or 
some; one or more without being specific or without 
identifying: [in questions]: Do you have any cigarettes? 
[with negative words or phrases): | wasn't in any danger. 
[in sentences with “if: If you have any witnesses, pro- 
duce thern. 2. whatever or whichever it may be; no mat- 
ter which: Buy that at any price. 3. [in questions] in 
whatever quantity or number, great or small; some: Do 
you have any butter? Do you see any holes there? 4. 
every; all: Any schoolchild would know that. 5. [with neg- 
ative words) at all; none (of a particular thing): She can't 
endure any criticism. —pron. 6. an unspecified person or 
persons; anybody; anyone: He did better than any before 
him. 7. a single one or ones; an unspecified thing or 
things; a quantity or number: [with negative words]: We 
do not have any left. [in questions}: Don't you have any? 
—adv. 8. in whatever degree; to some extent; at all: [in 
questions): Do you feel any better? [with negative words): 
1 cant go on any longer. —Idiom. 9. any which way, 
in any manner whatever; carelessly. —-Usage. See some. 

an-y-bod-y (en/é bodē, -bud/é) /'eniy,bodiy, -,badiy/ 
pron., n., pl. -ies. —pron. 1. somebody; someone: [with 
negative words or phrases]: There wasn't anybody there 
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who could help. (in questions]: Isnt there anybody who 
can help me? 2. everyone or everybody; no matter who: 

{only in affirmative sentences): Anybody there will know 
where the train station is. —n. [count] 3. a person of 
some importance: Everybody who is anybody will be 
there. —Usage. See SomEBOOY. 

aneyshow (en/é hou’) /‘eniy,haw/ adv. 1. in any way 
whatever: We'll catch them anyhow we can. 2. in any 
case; at all events; in spite of that: / told her not to go, 
but she did anyhow. 3. in a careless manner: clothes 
strewn anyhow about the room. 

an-y-more (en/’é mor’, -mōr/) /,eniy'mor, -'mowr/ adv. 
1. any longer: [with negative words or phrases]: couldn't 
see me anymore. [in questions]: Do you play tennis any- 
more? 2. U.S. Dialect. nowadays; presently: Yogurt and 
nuts is all we eat anymore. 

an-y-one (en/é wun’, -wan) /‘eniy,wan, -won/ pron. any 
person at all; anybody: [in questions): Did anyone see 
the accident? (with negative words or phrases]: | didn't 
see anyone there. —Usage. See SOMEONE. 

an-y-place (en/é plas’) /‘eniy,pleys/ adv. ANYWHERE: [in 
questions]: Would you like to go anyplace tonight? (with 
negative words or phrases): | don’t want to go anyplace 
tonight. 

an-y-thing (en/é thing’) /'eniy,6in/ pron. 1. any thing 
whatever; something: [in questions]: Do you have any- 
thing for a toothache? (with negative words or phrases): | 
don't have anything for you today. 2. no matter what: 
She'lt do anything to get promoted. —adv. 3. in any way; 
at all: Does it taste anything like chocolate? —Idiom. 4. 
anything but, in no degree or respect; not in the least: 
He's anything but handsome. 5. anything like, [with 
negative words or phrases] at all like (something); at all: 
The test isn’t anything like as hard as last week's. 6. for 
anything, [with negative words or phrases] (used to give 
greater force or show greater feeling): / wouldn't jump off 
that ledge for anything (= nothing could convice me to 
do it). 7. like anything, (used to give greater force or 
show greater feeling): The thief ran away like anything (= 
ran very fast). 8. or anything, (used to refer to other 
things or possibilities similar to ones just mentioned): If 
you want to see me or talk to me or anything, just stop 
in. Usage. See SOMETHING. 

an-y-time (en/é tim’) /'eniy,taym/ adv. 1. at any time; 
whenever: Come and see me.—When can | come? —Any- 
time is fine. 2. without doubt or exception: / can do bet- 
ter than that anytime. 

an-y-way (en/é wa’) /‘eniy,wey/ adv. 1. in any case; an- 
yhow; regardless; besides: / don't need help, but thanks 
anyway. 2. (used to continue or resume telling a story, 
explaining something, finishing a conversation, etc.): Any- 
way, after all that we finally found the document. 

an-y-where (en’é hwar’, -war’) /‘eniy,hweor, -,weor/ 
adv. 1. in, at, or to any place: (with negative words or 
phrases]: She won't go anywhere without her doll. [in 
questions]: Is there a doctor anywhere? 2. to any extent 
or degree: [with negative words or phrases]: I'm not any- 
where near finished. (in questions]: Is the book anywhere 
near finished? 3. (in or at) any place, direction, or point 
on a scale: The attack could come from anywhere. 
—Idiom. 4. get or go anywhere, [no obj) to make 
progress to achieve success: You'll never get anywhere 
with that attitude. 

an-y-wise (en/é wiz’) /‘eniy,wayz/ adv. in any way or 
respect. 

A-OK or A-Ockay (8/6 ka’) /‘eyow'key/ adj., adv. Infor- 
mal. OK; perfect: [adverb]: Everything's going A-OK. [ad- 
jective; be + ~]: The landing was A-OK. 

A one or A 1 (a7 wun’) /'cy' wan’ adj. [before a noun] 
first-class; excellent: We ale at an A one restaurant. 

aeor-ta (a ôr/tə) /ey'orta/ n. [count], pl. -tas, -tae (-té). 
the main artery of mammals, carrying blood pumped 
from the left side of the heart to the rest of the body. 
—a-or’tic, adj. 

AP, Associated Press. 

Ap., an abbreviation of: April. 

A/P or a/p, an abbreviation of: 1. account paid. 2. ac- 
counts payable. 3. authority to pay or purchase. 

a-pace (a pas’) /a'peys/ adv. quickly; rapidly: Work on 
the building is proceeding apace. 

apart (ə part’) /a'part/ adv. 1. into pieces or parts; to 
pieces: to take a watch apart. 2. separated or away from 
in place, time, motion, or point of view: cities thousands 
of miles apart. 3. to or at one side, with respect to place, 
purpose, or function: kept apart from the group. 4. sepa- 
rately or individually in consideration: fo think about each 
factor apart from the others. 5. so as to distinguish one 
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from another: / cant tel the sisters apart. 6. [after a 
noun) aside: Joking apart, what do you think? —adj. 7. 
[be + ~(+ from)] separated and not living or being to- 
gether: hated being apart from each other. 8. [after a 
noun] having unique characteristics: He's in a Class apart. 
—Idiom. 9. apart from, aside from; except for: had no 
money, apart from some loose change. —a-part/ness, 
n. [noncount) See -PAR-. 

a-part-heid (a part/hat, -hit) /o'partheyt, -hayt/ n. [non- 
count) 1. in the Republic of South Africa, a former policy 
of keeping people of different races apart by law. 2. any 
similar system of segregation. See -PAR-. 

a-part-ment (ə part/mant) /a'partmont/ n. [count] 1. a 
room or a group of rooms used as a residence. 2. an 
apartment house. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 

apart/ment house’ or apart/ment build/ing, n. 
[count] a building containing a number of apartments. 

ap-a-theteic (ap’a thet/ik) /epo ‘Betik/ adj. having or 
showing little emotion or excitement; indifferent: felt too 
apathetic to enjoy anything. See -PATH-. 

ap-a-thy (ap’a thé) /'æpəðiy/ n. [noncount) lack of in- 
terest in or concern for things; indifference. See -PATH-. 

ape (ap) /cyp/ n., v., aped, ap-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
manlike animal similar to monkeys, with long arms, a 
broad chest, and no tail. 2. an imitator; mimic. 3. a 
large, clumsy person. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to imitate; 
mimic: tried to ape the mannerisms of the hostess. 
—Idiom. 5. go ape, Siang. to become violently emo- 
tional or angry: My parents wilt go ape if I stay out that 
late. 6. go ape over, [~ + obj) to be extremely enthusi- 
astic about: goes ape over rock stars. —ape/like’, adj. 

a-péeri-tif (a peri téf”7, a per’-) /a,peri'tiyf, o,per-/ n. 
[count] an alcoholic drink taken to stimulate the appetite 
before a meal. 

ap-er-ture (ap’er char) /'æpərtfər/ n. [count] 1. an 
opening, such as a hole, slit, or gap. 2. Also called ap/- 
erture stop’. an opening that limits the amount of light 
that can enter the lens of a camera or telescope. 

a-pex (a/peks) /‘eypeks/ n. [count], pl. apexes, a-pir 
ces (a/pa séz’, ap’a-) /‘cypa,siyz, 'æpə-/. 1. the highest 
point; summit: the apex of a mountain; the apex of a ca- 
reer. 2. the tip or point: the apex of the tonque. 

a-phaesia (a fa/zha) /a'fey3a/ n. [noncount] the loss of 
the ability to speak or understand a language one knows, 
due to disease or injury of the brain. —a-phassic (a fa7- 
zik) /a'feyzik/ adj., n. [count] 

a-pheeli-on (a fe/le ən) /ə'fiyliyən/ n. [count], pt aephe» 
lia (ə fē/lē ə) /ə'fiyliyə/. the point in the orbit of a 
planet or a comet when it is farthest from the sun. Com- 
pare PERIHELION. See -HELIO-. 

a-phid (ā/fid, af/id) /'eyfid, 'æfıd/ n. [count] a tiny insect 
that sucks the sap from the stems and leaves of various 
plants. 

aph-orrism (af/a riz’am) /‘efa,rizam/ n. [count] a short, 
clever saying which carries a general truth. 

aphero-dissiseac§=(af/ra. dē/ze ak’, -diz/é ak’) 
/ wefro'diyze,wk, -'diziy,xk/ adj. 1. Also, aphero-di-si-a- 
cal (af/ra da zifa kal, -si7-) /,efroda'zayakol, -'say-/. 
arousing or believed to arouse sexual desire. —n. 
[count] 2. a food, drug, or other agent that arouses Or is 
believed to arouse sexual desire. 

aepiearey (a/pé er/ē) /‘cypiy,eriy/ n. (count), pl. -ies. a 
place where bees are kept to produce honey. 

a-pi-cal (api kal, ap/i-) /‘cypikal, 'æpı-/ adj. 1. of, at, or 
forming the apex. 2. (of a speech sound) articulated prin- 
cipally with the tip of the tongue: “t” and “d” in English 
are apical sounds. —a/pi-calely, adv. 

a-pi-ces (a/pa séz) /'eypə siyz/ n. [plural] a pl. of apex. 

apiece (a pes’) /a'piys/ adv. [after a noun) for each 
one; each: The muffins cost a dollar apiece. 

ap-ish (ap/ish) /'cypif/ adj. 1. resembling an ape. 2. 
foolish; silly: his apish grin. —ap/ishely, adv. 

aeplen-ty (ə plen/tē) /a'plentiy/ adj. [after a noun] 1. of 
sufficient or generous amount: He had troubles aplenty. 
—adv. 2. sufficiently; enough: practiced aplenty for the 
game. 

a-plomb (ə plom/’, ə plum/) /ə'plom, ə'plam/ n. [non- 
count) self-confidence; self-assurance; poise: He handled 
the difficult questions with his customary aplomb. 

APO or A.P.O., an abbreviation of: Army Post Office. 

a-pocea-lypse (ə pok/sa lips) /a'pokalips/ n. 1. [proper 
noun: the Apocalypse] a prophecy about a final struggle 
in which the forces of good triumph over the forces of 
evil. 2. [count] any great disaster. 

a-poc-a-lypetic (ə pok/a lip/tik) /a ,poka ‘liptik/ adj. of, 
relating to, or predicting future total destruction: an 
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apocalyptic war; apocalyptic writings. —a-poc/a-lyp/ti+ 
cal-ly, adv. 

a-pocery-pha (a pok/ra fa) /a'pokrafa/ n. l. (usually: 
the Apocrypha; proper noun; used with a singular verb] a 
group of books not found in the Jewish Bible or Protes- 
tant Old Testament but that are included in the Septua- 
gint and Vulgate. 2. (plural; used with a plural verb) writ- 
ings or statements of uncertain origin. 

a-pocery-phal (ə pok/ra fal) /o'pnkrofal/ adj. 1. (cap.) 
of or relating to the Apocrypha. 2. of doubtful authentic- 
ity: an apocryphal account of his relationship with the 
president. —a-poc/ry-phal-ly, adv. 

ap-o-gee (ap/a je’) /'æpə,d3iy/ n. [count] 1. the point in 
the orbit of the moon or of an artificial satellite at which 
it is farthest from the earth. Compare PERIGEE. 2. the 
most exalted point: the apogee of artistic development. 
See -GEO-. 

a-posliteiccal (apa liti kal) /,cypa'litikal/ adj. not in- 
volved or interested in politics. —a/po-lit/i-cal-ly, adv. 

a-pol-o-get-ic (a pol/a jet/ik) /a,pnlo'dzettk/ adj. 1. 
containing an apology: an apologetic letter. 2. presented 
in defense: apologetic arguments. —a-pol/o-get/i-cally, 
adv. 

ap-o-lo-giea (ap’a 157jē a) /,wpa'lowd3iya/ n. [count], pl. 
-as. a defense of strongly held beliefs, attitudes, or 
actions: The speech was an apologia for slavery. 

a-pol-o-gist (a pol’a jist) /a'pnlod3ist/ n. [count] a per- 
son who defends an idea, faith, cause, or institution. 

a-pol-o-gize (a pol/a jiz’) /o'pnla,d3zayz/ v., -gized, -giz- 
ing. to make an apology: [no obj]: He apologized when 
he spilled coffee. [~ + to + obj]: | apologized to her. [~ 
+ for + obj): I apologized for my rudeness. 

a-pol-o-gy (a pol’a jé) /a'polod3iy/ n., pi. -gies. 1. an 
expression of regret for having committed an error or for 
being rude: (count): | sent an apology to her right away. 
[noncount): a gesture of apology. 2. [count] a defense or 
justification of a cause or doctrine: His treatise was sup- 
posed to be an apology for war. 3. [count] an inferior 
substitute; excuse: was a poor apology for a parent. 
—Related Words. apoLocy is a noun, APOLOGIZE is a 
verb, APOLOGETIC is an adjective: You owe her an apology. 
You should apologize to her. He was very apologetic 
about spilling the ink. See -Loc-. 

ap-o-plec-tic (ap a plek/tik) /ep ə 'plektik/ adj. 1. of, 
relating to, or showing symptoms of stroke: an apoplectic 
condition. 2. so intensely angry as to appear to suffer 
from apoplexy: apoplectic with rage. 


ap-o-plexey (ap’a plek/sé) /'æpə,pleksiy/ z7. STROKE! 
(def. 5). 
a-epoS-tassy (ə pos/ta sé) /a'pnstasiy/ n. [noncount; 


count), pl. -sies. abandonment of one’s religious faith or 
of something that one was once loyal to, as a political 
party. 

a-pos-tate (a pos/tat, -tit) /a'postcyt, -tit/ n. [count] 1. 
a person who commits apostasy. —adj. 2. of or charac- 
terized by apostasy. 

a pos-terri-orri (a’ po stér/é Gri, -Or/i, -6r/€, -ōr7ē) /,cy 
po,stiariy'oray, -'owray, -'oriy, -'owrly/ adj. 1. reasoning 
from particular examples to a general principle or law: An 
example of a posteriori reasoning is: “The car is running, 
there must be gas in it.” 2. not existing in the mind prior 
to or apart from experience; only testable by experience: 
The statement “pigs can't fly” must be checked a posteri- 
ori. 

a-pos-tle (a pos/al) /a'pnsal/ n. [count] 1. [sornetirnes: 
Apostle) any of the original 12 disciples called by Jesus 
to preach the gospel. 2. any of the first or best-known 
Christian missionaries in a region. 3. a pioneer of a re- 
form movement; proponent: an apostle of social change. 

ap-os-tol-ic (ap’a stolik) /,zpo'stolrk/ also ap’os-tol/i- 
cal, adj. 1. of or characteristic of an apostle. 2. of or 
relating to the pope; papal: an apostolic delegate. 

a-pos-tro-phe’ (a pos/tra fë) /a'pnstrafiy/ n. [count] the 
sign (), used to indicate the omission of one or more 
letters in a word, as in we'll for we will, or gov't for gov- 
ernment. 

a-pos-tro-phe’ (a pos/tra fé) /a'pnstrafiy/ n. [count] a 
turning away while speaking in order to talk to someone 
not present, or to an object or idea that represents a per- 
son. See -STROPH-. 

a-poth-e-car-y (a poth’a ker’é) /a'pn0a,keriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ies. 1. a pharmacist. 2. a pharmacy. 

ap-o-thegm (ap’a them’) /'wpo,0em/ n. [count] a short 
saying; aphorism. 

a-poth-e-o-sis (a poth’é O/sis, apa thē/ə sis) 
/a,po0iy'owsis, ,z2poa'Oryasis/ n. [count], pl. -ses (-séz, 
-sez’) /-siyz, -,siyz/. 1. the elevation of a person to the 
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rank of a god. 2. [~ + of] the ideal or best example (of 
something); epitome. 

ap-pall or ap-pal (a pol’) /a'pol/ v. [~ + obj], -palled, 
-pall-ing. to fill or overcome with horror, shock, or fear; 
dismay greatly: The terrible fire appalled the neighbors. 

ap-palled (a pôld/) /a'pold/ adj. 1. shocked; horrified; 
feeling disqust or dismay: were appalled when they heard 
the awful news. [be +~+ al/with/by]: She was appalled 
at the low grade she got. [be +~+ to + verb]: was ap- 
palled to see his enemy again. 2. [before a noun] show- 
ing shock or horror: appalled expressions on their faces. 

ap-pall-ing (a pdl/ing) /ə 'polin/ adj. 1. shocking; horri- 
fying: an appalling accident. 2. awful; terrible: The food 
was appalling. —ap-pall/ingsly, adv. 

ap-pa-rateus (ap/a rat/as, -ra/tas) /,epo'retos, -'reytos/ 
n., pl. -tus, -tusees. 1. [noncount] a group of instru- 
ments, machinery, or materials having a particular func- 
tion: firefighting apparatus. 2. [count] any complex in- 
strument or mechanism for a particular purpose: made 
an apparatus from wires and tubes to signal the ship. 3. 
[count] the means by which a system functions: fhe ap- 
paratus of government. See -PARE-'. 

ap-par-el (a par/al) /a'pxral/ n. [noncount) clothing, 
esp. outerwear; garments; attire: winter apparel. 

ap-par-ent (a par’ant, ə par’-) /o'pxrant, o'peor-/ adj. 
1. [be + ~] open to view: The crack in the wall was ap- 
parent. [~ + to]: It was apparent to everyone. 2. [be + 
~] capable of being easily understood; obvious: The so- 
lution was apparent. [~ + to]: It was apparent to us all. 
[it + be + ~(+to + obj) + (that) clause): It was appar- 
ent (to everyone) that they had cheated on the test. 3. 
[before a noun] according to appearances but not neces- 
sarily: He was the apparent winner. 4. [after a noun] en- 
titled by birth to inherit a title or estate: the heir appar- 
ent. 

ap-par-entely (a parfant lē) /ə 'pærənt liy/ adv. it 
seems; it appears (that); seemingly: Apparently, you won 
the prize. 

ap-parri-tion (ap’a rish’an) /æpə'rıfən/ n. [count] a 
ghostly appearance: thought she saw the apparition of 
her late husband. 

ap-peal (a pél’) /o'piyl/ n. 1. [count] an earnest plea; 
request (for help); entreaty; plea: an appeal for help. 2. 
[count] a request to higher authority for a decision: He 
filed an appeal for a hearing. 3. an application or request 
for review by a higher court: [count]: The lawyer filed an 
appeal for a retrial. [poncount): found guilty on appeal. 
4. [noncount] the power or ability to attract or stimulate 
the mind or emotions: The game has lost its appeal. —v. 
5. [no obj] to make an earnest plea: appealed to the 
public for help. 6. to apply for review of a case or partic- 
ular issue to a higher tribunal: [no obj]: The lawyer will 
appeal to the Supreme Court. {~ + obj]: The lawyer ap- 
pealed the case. 7.([~ + to + obj] to call upon for proof 
or corroboration or support: He appealed to statistics to 
reinforce his case. 8. [~ + to] to exert an attraction: The 
red hat appeals to me. 

ap-peal-ing (ə pé/ling) /a 'piylin/ adj. 1. having great 
appeal; attractive; pleasing: an appealing smile. 2. beg- 
ging; pleading: gave an appealing glance for mercy. 

ap-pear (a pér’) /o'pior/ v. [no obj) 1. [not: be + ~-ing] 
to come into sight; become visible: A man suddenly ap- 
peared in the doorway. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to have the 
appearance of being; seem: [~ + adjective]: to appear 
wise. [~ + to + verb]: She appears to be sleeping. 3. 
[not: be + ~-ing] to be obvious or easily known and un- 
derstood: [It + ~ + (that) Clause]: It appears that you 
are right. 4. to perform: She appeared in several movies. 
5. to put in an appearance; show up; arrive: She ap- 
peared briefly at the party. 6. to come before a tribunal, 
esp. aS a party or counsel to a proceeding: You'll appear 
before the court tomorrow. 7. [not: be + ~-ing] to come 
to be available for use; come out: Your new book will ap- 
pear next year. 

ap-pear-ance (ə pér/ans) /a'prarans/ n. 1. [count] the 
act or process of appearing. 2. [noncount] outward look; 
looks: a person of noble appearance. 3. [count] 
appearances, [plura outward show, impressions, indi- 
cations, or circumstances: By all appearances, they en- 
joyed themselves. —-Idiom. 4. put in an appearance, 
to attend a gathering for a short time. 

ap-pease (ə péz/) /a'piyz/ v. [~ + obj], -peased, -peas: 
ing. 1. to bring to a state of calm; pacify: fo appease an 
angry parent with apologies. 2. to satisfy; relieve: The 
fruit appeased his hunger. 3. to give in to someone's de- 
mands so as to lessen anger or prevent fighting; placate. 
—ap-peas/er, n. [cont] 
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ap-pease-ment (ə pez mənt) /ə piyz mənt/ n. [non- 
count] the practice of giving in to demands so as to 
lessen anger or prevent fighting: hoped that a policy of 
appeasement might keep the invaders away. 

ap-pel-late (ə pel/it) /a'pelit/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of 
or relating to appeals in court. 2. (of a court) having the 
authority to review and decide appeals from a lower 
court. 

ap-pel-la-tion (ap/a la/shan) /,zpa'leyfan/ n. [count] an 
identifying name, title, or designation. 

ap-pend (ə pend’) /a'pend/ v. [~ + obj (+ to + obj)) 1. 
to add as a piece at the end of a writing: to append a 
note to a letter. 2. to put on; to affix: to append one's 
Signature to a will. See -PEND-. 

ap-pend-age (ə pen/dij) /a'pendid3/ m. [count] 1. a 
smaller or less important part that joins a central struc- 
ture. 2. a person in a subordinate or dependent position. 
See -PEND-. 

ap-pen-dec-to-my (ap’an dek/ta mē) /wepon'dektamiy/ 
n. [count], pt. -mies. surgical removal of the human ap- 
pendix. See -Tom-. 

ap-pen-di-ci-tis (ə pen/də si/tis) /ə,pendə'saytıs/ n. 
[noncount] infection and inflammation of the human ap- 
pendix. 

ap-pen-dix (ə pen/diks) /a'pendiks/ n. [count], pl. 
-dix-es, -dices (-da séz’) /-da,siyz/. 1. additional or ex- 
tra material at the end of a text: An appendix to the 
grammar table lists alt the place names that take “the” in 
English, like “United States”. 2. any additional or extra 
part; appendage. 3. an outgrowth on the large intestine, 
shaped like a worm. See -PEND-. 

ap-per-tain (ap/ər tan’) /zpar'teyn/ v. [~ + to] to be- 
long to (someone) as a right; relate to: priviteges that ap- 
pertain to royalty. 

ap-pertite (ap/i tit”) /'æpi,tayt/ n. [noncount] 1. a desire 
for food or drink: Loss of appetite may signal illness. 2. 
[count] a strong desire or taste for something; passion: 
an appetite for hixury. See -PET-. 

ap-pe-tiz-er (api ti/zar) /xpi,tayzor/ n. [count] a small 
portion of a food or drink served before or at the begin- 
ning of a meal to stimulate the appetite. 

ap-pe-tiz-ing (ap/i ti/zing) /‘api,tayzin/ adj. 1. appeal- 
ing to or stimulating the appetite: the appetizing smells 
from the kitchen. 2. appealing; tempting: Working over- 
time didit sound appetizing to him. —ap/pe-tiz’ing-ly, 
adv. 

ap-plaud (ə pldd/) /a'plod/ v. 1. to clap the hands to- 
gether in approval or appreciation (of): [no obj]: The au- 
dience applauded wildly. [~ + obj): They applauded her 
performance. 2. [~ + obj] to express approval of; 
praise: We applauded their decision. See -PLAUD-. 

ap-plause (ə pl6z/) /a'ploz/ n. [noncount] hand clapping 
as a demonstration of approval or appreciation. 

ap-ple (ap/al) /‘wpal/ n. [count] 1. the usually round red, 
green, or yellow fruit of a small tree of the rose family. 2. 
the tree itself. —Idiom. 3. apple of one’s eye, one 
greatly loved or valued: That child is the apple of her fa- 
ther's eye. 

ap-ple-jack (ap/’al jak’) /'æpəl,d3æk/ n. [noncount] a 
brandy made from cider. 

ap/ple pie’, n. [count] 1. a pie made of cooked apples. 
—Idiom. 2. as American as apple pie, fully American; 
American in every respect: A picnic on the 4th of July is 
as Ainerican as apple pie. 3. in apple-pie order, in ex- 
cellent condition: The classroom is in apple-pie order. 

ap-ple-sauce (ap/al sds’) /'æpəl,səs/ n. [noncount] a 
food made of apples stewed and ground to a soft mass 
and sometimes spiced with cinnamon. 

ap-pli-ance (ə pli’ans) /a'playans/ n. [count] 1. a device 
or machine used esp. in the home to carry out a specific 
function, as toasting bread or chilling food. SEE ILLUSTRA- 
TION. 2. any instrument, apparatus, or device for a partic- 
ular use: The dentist calls the braces on her teeth appli- 
ances. 

ap-pli-ca-ble (ap/li ke bal, ə plik’a-) /‘xplikabol, 
a'plika-/ adj. capable of being applied; relevant; suitable; 
appropriate: a solution applicable to the problem; a rule 
applicable to everyone. —ap-pli-ca-bil-iety (ap/li ka bili- 
te, ə plik’a-) /wplika'bilitiy, a,plika-/ n. Lnoncount] 

ap-pli-cant (ap/li kent) /wplikant/ n. [count] a person 
who applies for or requests something; a candidate: an 
applicant for a job. 

ap-pli-ca-tion (ap/li ka’shan) /epli’keyfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act of putting to a special use or purpose: the 
application of common sense. 2. [count] the use to 
which something is put: new applications of the technol- 
ogy. 3. [noncount] appropriateness; relevance: / don't 


appeasement to appraise 


think your complaint has any application to this case. 4. 
[noncount] petition; request: application for admission to 
college. 5. [count] a form to be filled out by an applicant: 
Fił out and sign the application. 6. (noncount] hard 
work, attention, and concentration: demonstrated great 
application to her studies. 7. [count] an act or instance 
of spreading or administering: an application of varnish. 
8. [count] a salve, ointment, or the like, spread on or ap- 
plied as a soothing or healing agent: an application for 
burned skin. 9. [count] a special use to which a com- 
puter is put: spreadsheets and other applications. See 
-PLIC-. 

ap-pli-ca-tor (ap/li kā/tər) /'æpl,keytər/ n. [count] a 
simple device for applying medication, cosmetics, or 
other substances. 

ap-plied (ə plid’) /a'playd/ adj. [before a noun] having a 
practical purpose or use: applied engineering. Compare 
THEORETICAL. 

ap-pliequé (ap/li ka’) /,apli'key/ n., v., -quéd, -qué-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a cutout design applied to a piece of ma- 
terial: an appliqué was ironed on to the t-shirt. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to apply (a cutout) as an appliqué to. 

ap-ply (a pli’) /a'play/ v., -plied, -ply-ing. 1. [~ + obj 
+ to + obj) to make use of as relevant or suitable: ap- 
plied the theory to the problem. 2. (no obj] to be rele- 
vant; to pertain; to be suitable: The theory doesn't apply 
in this case. 3. [~ + obj] to put to use; employ; put into 
effect: fo apply the brakes. 4. [~ + obj + to + obj] to 
designate as appropriate: Don’t apply any such term to 
me. 5. {~ + obj + to + obj] to assign to a specific pur- 
pose: He applied part of his salary to savings. 6. [~ + 
oneself + to + obj) to devote (oneself) to: / tried to ap- 
ply myself to the job. 7. to lay or spread on: [~ + obj + 
to + obj): She applied the paint to the wall. [no obj): 
This paint applied easily. 8. [~ + obj + to + obj] to 
bring into contact: to apply a match to gunpowder. 9. to 
make an application or request: [~ + to + obj]: She ap- 
plied to severat colleges. [~ + for + obj]: He applied for 
the job. —ap-pli’er, n. [count] 

ap-point (ə point’) /a'poynt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to name or 
assign officially: [~ + obj + obj): appointed hirn chair- 
man. [~ + obj + to + obj): They appointed him to the 
position of chairman. 2. to fix; set: to appoint a time for 
the meeting. 3. to equip; furnish: They appointed the 
house luxuriously. See -Point-. 

ap-point-ed (ə poin/tid) /a ‘poyntid/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] fixed; set; decided on: arrived at the appointed 


hour. 2. equipped; furnished: suxuriously appointed 
rooms. 
ap-point-ee (ə poin té/, ap/oin té’) /opoyn'tiy, 


epoyn'tiy/ n. [count] a person who is appointed to an 
Office, position, etc. 

ap-poinstive (ə poin/tiv) /a'poyntiv/ adj. [often: before a 
noun] (of a job or position) filled or staffed by appoint- 
ment: an appointive position. 

ap-point-ment (ə point/ment) /a'poyntmont/ n. 1. an 
agreement for a meeting arranged in advance: [count]: 
We made an appointment to meet again. [noncount): 
You can visit the museum by appointment. 2. [noncount] 
the act of appointing or choosing, as to an office or posi- 
tion: the appointment of the chairman. 3. [count] an of- 
fice to which a person is appointed: an appointinent as 
ambassador. 4. [count] Usually, appointments. [piiural] 
equipment, furnishings, or furniture: the handsome 
appointments of the castle. 

ap-por-tion (ə pdr/shan, a por/-) /a'porfan, a'powr-/ v. 
[~ + obj (+among/between + obj)] to divide (parts or 
shares) and distribute by some rule: to apportion 
expenses among the three men. —ap-por/tion-ment, n. 
[noncount) 

ap-porsite (ap/a zit) /‘wepazit/ adj. [~ + (to/for + obj)] 
suitable; appropriate: A smile is an apposite response to 
a friendly greeting. 

ap-porsi-tion (ap/a zish’an) /,wzpo'zifon/ n. [nonconnt] 
in apposition, (of two consecutive nouns in a sentence) 
referring to the same person or thing. In the sentence 
“Washington, our first president, was born in Virginia”, 
the nouns Washington and our first president are in ap- 
position. —ap-pos-i-tive (ə poz/i tiv) /a'pozitiv/ adj. 

ap-prais-al (ə pra/zal) /ə 'preyzal/ n. an act of estimat- 
ing or determining the worth of something: [count]: We 
gave him an appraisal of the Jewelry. [noncount]: re- 
ceived a look of careful appraisal. 

ap-praise (ə praz/) /a'preyz/ v. [~ + obj], -praised, 
-praiseing. to determine or estimate the worth (of some- 
thing), esp. its monetary value: The art collector ap- 
praised the painting. —ap-prais/er, n. (cont) 
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ap-pre-cira-ble (ə pré/shé ə bəl, -sha _ bal) 
/a'priyfiyabal, -fabal/ adj. enough to be noticed; consid- 
erable: an appreciable sum of money. —ap-pre-cira-bly 
(ə pre’shé a ble, -sha ble) /a'priyfiyabliy, -fabliy/ adv. 

ap-pre-cieate (ə pré/shé at’) /a'priyfiy,cyt/ v., -ateed, 
-at-ing. 1.[~ + obj] to be grateful or thankful for: l ap- 
preciate your help. 2. [~ + obj] to value or regard 
highly: They appreciate good food. 3. to be fully con- 
scious of; be aware of; understand fully: [~ + obj): She 
appreciates the dangers of the situation. [~ + that 
clause): | certainly can appreciate that the situation is dif- 
ficult. 4. [no obj] to increase in value: The property ap- 
preciated rapidly. See -preci-. 

ap-pre-cira-tion (a pré/shé a/shan) /o,priyfiy'eyfan/ n. 
1. [noricount) gratitude; thankful recognition: slowed ap- 
preciation by applauding. 2. clear perception and under- 
standing of something: [nonconnt]: a course in art ap- 
preciation. [count; usually singular): hasn't a clear 
appreciation of the difficulties. 3. [noncount] an increase 
or rise in the value of something: Property appreciation 
led to higlier taxes. 

ap-pre-cia-tive (ə pré/sho tiv, -shē ə-) /o'priyfotiv, 
-Siya-/ adj. feeling or showing appreciation: the loud ap- 
plause of an appreciative audience. —ap-pre/cia-tive-ly, 
adv. 

ap-pre-hend (ap/ri hend?) /wpri'hend/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to take into custody; arrest: The police apprehended the 
burglars. 2. to grasp the meaning of; perceive: could ap- 
prehiend the difference between tle two words. See -PRE- 
HEND-. 

ap-pre-hen-sion (ap/ri hen/shan) /iæpri'henfən/ rm. 1. 
Suspicion or fear of future trouble; foreboding: [count]: 
had apprehensions about the upcoming meeting. [non- 
count]: | was filled with apprehension. 2. [noncourit] 
ability to understand: her apprehension of the dangerous 
situation. 3. (noncount] the act of arresting; seizure: 
prompt appretiension of criminals. See -PREHEND-. 

ap-pre-hen-sive (ap/ri hen/siv) /epri'hensiv/ adj. un- 
easy or fearful about the future: We were all apprehen- 
sive as we waited for the lab test results. —ap/preshen/- 
sive-ly, adv. —ap’pre-hen/sive-ness, n. [(noncount] See 
-PREHEND-. 

ap-pren-tice (ə pren/tis) /a'prentis/ n., v., -ticed, -tic 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a person who works for another in 
order to learn a trade: an apprentice to a plumber. 2. a 
learner; novice. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to send (someone) to 
work for another to learn a trade: We apprenticed him to 
a plumber. 4. [no obj) to serve as an apprentice: He ap- 
prenticed for six years. —apepren/tice-ship’, n. (count): 
an apprenticeship as an electrician. [noncount): Appren- 
ticeship lasts two years. 

apeprise (ə priz’) /o'prayz/ v. [~ + obj + of + obj), 
-prised, -pris-ing. to give notice to; inform: / apprised 
her of his intentions. See -pris-. 

ap-proach (ə proch’) /a'prowtf/ v. 1. to come nearer 
(to): [~ + obj): The plane approached the runway. (no 
obj): We watched as the plane approached. 2. [~ + obj) 
to come within range for comparison: As a poet he can't 
approach Keats. 3. [~ + obj] to make contact with, usu- 
ally in order to start negotiations with: We approached 
fhe company with an offer. 4. [~ + obj] to begin work 
on; set about: fo approach the problen: from a new an- 
gle. —n. [count] 5. an act or instance of approaching: 
the approach of a train; the approach of winter. 6. a 
means of access or of coming to: the major approaches 
to the city. 7. the method used or steps taken in setting 
about a task: the problem needs a different approach. 

ap-proachea-ble (a prō/chə bal) /ə 'prowtfabal/ adj. 1. 
[be + ~] that is accessible; that someone can easily ar- 
rive at: The entrance is approachable from the park's 
south side. 2. friendly and easy to talk to: His boss and 
his colleagues were very approachable. 

ap-prosbasrtion (ap/ra ba/shan) /,xpra'beyfan/ n. [non- 
count) approval; praise; commendation: The filmi re- 
ceived the approbation of the critics. See -PROB-. 

ap-pro-prieate (adjective: ə prd/pré it; verb: -at’) /ad- 
jective: a'prowpriyit; verb: -,eyt/ adj., v., -at-ed, -at-ing. 
—adj. 1. particularly suitable; fitting; correct: appropriate 
behavior. [be + ~ + to]: remarks appropriate to the oc- 
casion. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to set apart for a specific pur- 
pose: appropriated funds for an environmental study. 3. 
to take for oneself; steal: They appropriated my ideas as 
their own. —ap-pro/pri-ate-ly, adv. —ap-pro/’pri-ate- 
ness, 1. [Noricount) See -PROPR-. : 
aP-pro-priea-tion (ə prd’/pré a/shan) /a,prowpriy'eyfan/ 
n. l. [noncount) the act of setting apart funds for a spe- 
cific purpose. 2. [count] the funds set apart. See -propr-. 
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ap-prov-al (ə prdd/val) /a'pruwval/ 1. 1. [noncount] the 
act of approving or acceptance; approbation: Her nomi- 
nation was inet with full approval. 2. permission; accept- 
ance: [norcount]: The new drug lias governmerit ap- 
Proval. [count]: an approval for a mortgage. 3. 
[oncount) a feeling of liking, admiring, or favoring: The 
feacher smiled at the student witli approval. —Idiom. 
4. on approval, that may be tried or tested and returned 
if found not to be satisfactory: We bouglit the VCR on ap- 
Proval. See -PROB-, -PROV-. 

ap-prove (ə proov’) /a'pruwv/ v., -proved, -prov-ing. 1. 
to have a favorable view of: [~ + obj]: | cant approve 
rude behavior. [no obj; (~ + of + obj): My parents 
didn't approve of iny friends. 2. [~ + obj] to find to be 
acceptable: Do you approve the plan? 3. [~ + obj) to 
confirm formally; ratify; pass: The Senate voted to ap- 
prove the bill. See -PROB-, -PROV-. 

ap-proved (ə proovd’) /a 'pruwvd/ adj. generally ac- 
cepted as correct or appropriate: a list of approved 
books. 

ap-prov-ing (ə prdd/ving) /ə 'pruwvin/ adj. showing 
support, agreement, or appreciation of: an approving 
smile. —ap-prov/ine-ly, adv. 

approx., an abbreviation of: 1. approximate. 2. approxi- 
mately. 

ap-prox-iemate (adjective: a prok’sa mit; verb: -mal) 
adjective: a'proksamit; verb: -,meyt/ adj., v, -mateed, 
-mat-ing. —adj. 1. nearly exact; not perfectly accurate: 
The approximate time was 10 o'clock. —v. 2. to ap- 
proach closely to; to come close (to): [~ + obj]: He ap- 
proximated the ideal of a perfect leader. [~ + to + obj): 
His notions didn't approximate to reality. 3. [~ + obj (+ 
at + obj)] to estimate: She approxirnated the distance at 
a mile. —ap-prox/iemateely, adv. See -pRox-. 

ap-prox-iemartion (ə prok/sa māshən) /ə ,proksə 
'meyfən/ n. [count] 1. an amount or estimate that is al- 
most correct but not exact: These numbers are just ap- 
proximations. 2. the quality or state of being near or 
close: only an approximation of rational beliavior. See 
-PROX-. 

ap-pur-te-nance (a půr/tn ans) /a'partnans/ n. [count] 
1. something subordinate to another; adjunct. 2. 
appurtenances, [plural] accessories: has such 
appurtenances as a jacuzzi and air conditioning. 

Apr or Apr., an abbreviation of: April. 

aperi-cot (ap/ri kot’, 4/pri-) /'æpri,kot, 'eypri-/ n. [count] 
1. the yellowish orange, peachlike fruit of a tree of the 
rose family. 2. the tree itself. 

Avpril (aprat) /'eypral/ n. [proper noun] the fourth 
month of the year, containing 30 days. Abbr.: Apr. 

a privorri (a pri 6r/i, -Gr/i) /,ey pray'oray, -'owray/ adj. 
1. from a general law to a particular instance; reasoning 
from cause to effect: a priori thinking. 2. existing in the 
mind independent of experience; valid independently of 
observation: an a priori belief. Compare A POSTERIORI. 

apron (a/pran) /‘eypran/ n. [court] 1. a garment cover- 
ing part of the front of the body worn to protect the 
clothing. 2. a paved area near an airfield’s buildings and 
hangars where planes are parked. 3. the part of a stage 
floor in front of the curtain. —Idiom. 4. tied to one’s 
mother’s apron strings, (chiefly of a male person) con- 
trolled, influenced, or dominated too much by one’s 
mother. 

ap-ro-pos (ap/ra pō/) /,zpra'pow/ adj. 1. being appro- 
priate and timely; well-suited: found his remarks on war 
to be very apropos. —adv. 2. by the way; incidentally: Ap- 
ropos, wliat is happening with your plans? —-Idiom. 3. 
apropos of, with reference to; concerning: Apropos of 
the preceding statement, can you tell us anything fur- 
ther? See -PROPR-. 

apse (aps) /æps/ n. [count] a recess in a building, 
shaped in a half circle or with many sides, usually at the 
end of a church, with a domed roof. 

apt (apt) /ept/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + to + verb] likely; hav- 
ing a tendency: /t’s apt to be cold in the evenings. 2. be- 
ing quick to learn; bright: a very apt pupil. 3. suited to 
the purpose or occasion; suitable: an apt metapltior. 
—apt/ly, adv. —apt/ness, n. (rioncount) See -apt-. 

apt., an abbreviation of: apartment. 

-apt-, root. -apt- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fit, proper.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ADAPT, APT, APTITUDE, INEPT. 

ap-ti-tude (ap/ti tdod/’, -tydod/) /‘wpti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ r. 
innate ability or skill; tatent: [court]: an aptitude for 
mathernatics. [noncount): musical aptitude. See -APT-. 

aq-ua (ak/wa, a/kwa) /'ækwə, ‘akwo/ n. [rorcount) a 
light greenish blue color. 


aqua- to archaic 


aqua-, prefix. aqua- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “water”. This meaning is found in such words 
as: AQUACULTURE, AQUARIUM, AQUATIC, AQUEDUCT, AQUEOUS, 
AQUIFER. 

aq-ua-cul-ture (ak/wə kul/char, ä/kwə-) /'ækwə,kalt for, 
‘akwo-/ n. [noncount)] the planned and controlled grow- 
ing of underwater animals or plants, as fish, shellfish, 
and seaweed, in a natural or artificial environment. 

aq-ua-marrine (ak’/we mə rén/, a/kwa-) /ekwomoa'riyn, 
jakwo-/ n. 1. [noncount; count) a transparent, light blue 
or greenish blue beryl used as a gem. 2. [noncount] a 
light blue-green or greenish blue color. 

aq-uasnaut (ak’wa not’, -not’, ä/kwə-) /‘xkwo,not, 
--not, 'akwo-/ n. [count] a scuba diver who works for an 
extended period of time in and around a submerged 


dwelling. 
aq-ua-plane (ak/wa plan’, a/kwa-) /'ækwə,pleyn, 
'akwoa-/ n., v., -planed, -plan-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 


board that skims over water when it is towed at high 
speed by a motorboat, ridden for recreation. —v. [no 
obj] 2. to ride an aquaplane. 

aequareieum (ə kwar’é əm) /a'kweoriyam/ n. [count], pl. 
-itums, -ia (-€ 9) /-iyo/. 1. a glass-sided, water-filled 
tank in which fish or other underwater animals or plants 
are kept. 2. a building or institution in which fish or other 
underwater animals or plants are kept for exhibit and 
study. 

a-quateic (ə kwat/ik, ə kwot/-) /a'kwetik, a'kwot-/ adj. 
1. living or growing in water: aquatic plant life. 2. [before 
a noun) taking place or practiced on or in water: Swim- 
ming is an aquatic sport. —n. (count) 3. an aquatic plant 
or animal. 4. aquatics, [p/ura/] sports practiced on or in 
water. —a-quat/i-cal-ly, adv. 

aq-uaevit (a’kwa vet’, ak/wa-) /‘akwoa,viyt, 'ækwə-/ n. 
[noncount) a dry Scandinavian liquor flavored with cara- 
way seeds. 

aq-ue-duct (ak/wi dukt’) /'ekwi,dakt/ n. [count] 1. an 
artificial conduit or canal for conducting water from a dis- 
tance. 2. (in the body) a canal through which liquids 
pass. See -DUC-. 

a-que-ous (a/kwe as, ak/we-) /‘cykwiyas, 'wkwiy-/ adj. 
of, like, or containing water: an aqueous solution. 

a’queous hu’mor, n. [count] the watery fluid between 
the cornea and the lens of the eye. 

aq-ui-efer (ak/wə for) /'ækwəfər/ n. [count] a geological 
formation of rock, gravel, or sand that contains or con- 
ducts groundwater. 

aq-ui-line (ak/wa lin’, -lin) /‘akwoa,layn, -lin/ adj. relat- 
ing to or resembling an eagle, esp. curved or hooked like 
an eagle's beak: an aquiline nose. —aq/uielin/i-ty (-lin/i- 
tē) /-‘linitiy/ n. [noncount) 

-ar, suffix. 1. -ar is attached to some nouns (many of 
which have an / before the end) to form adjectives: circle 
+ -ar 7 circular; single + -ar ~ singular. 2. -ar is also 
attached to some verbs to form nouns with the meaning 
“one who does or performs an act of’: beg + -ar ~ beg- 
gar; lie + -ar ~ liar. 

AR, an abbreviation of: Arkansas. 

A/R, an abbreviation of: accounts receivable. 

Ar-eab (ar/ab) /'ærəb/ n. [count] 1. a person born or liv- 
ing in an Arabic-speaking nation. 2. a member of a 
group of people who have lived since ancient times in 
the Arabian Peninsula. —adj. 3. of or relating to Arabs. 

areaebesque (ar’a besk’) /wra'besk/ n. (count) 1. an 
ornamental style in which designs, as of flowers, are re- 
presented in complex patterns. 2. a pose in ballet. 

A-rasbiean (ə ra/bé an) /a'reybiyan/ adj. of or relating to 
Arabia or Saudi Arabia. 

Ara/bian horse’, n. (count) a breed of horses raised 
originally in Arabia and noted for their intelligence, grace, 
and speed. 

Areasbic (ar’a bik) /‘wrabik/ n. [noncount) 1. a language 
spoken in countries of the Arabian Peninsula, or in other 
countries in the Middle East and North Africa. Abbr.: Ar 
—adj. 2. of or relating to Arabic. 

Arabic nu’meral, n. [count] any of the number sym- 
bols O, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, in general European use 
since the 12th century. 

Ar-ab-ist (ar’a bist) /'ærə bist/ n. [count] a student of or 
expert in Arab peoples, Arabic language, or Arab culture. 

ar-a-ble (ar/ə bal) /'ærəbəl/ adj. capable of or suitable 
for producing crops: arable acreage; Can the desert be 
made arable? —ar-a-bil-i-ty (ar/a bil/i tē) /,ero'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount) 

a-erachenid (ə rak/nid) /a'rawknid/ n. [count] a small ani- 
mal of a group that includes spiders, scorpions, mites, 
and ticks, having a body in two parts with eight legs. 
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ar-bi-ter (ar/bi tar) /‘arbitor/ n. [count] a person given 
the power to decide matters at issue; judge; umpire. 

ar-bi-trage (ar/bi trazh’) /‘arbi,tra3/ n, v., -traged, 
-trag-ing. —n. [noncount) 1. the simultaneous sale and 
purchase of a security or commodity in different markets 
to profit from unequal prices. —v. [no obj] 2. to engage 
in arbitrage. —ar/bi-trag/er, n. [count] 

ar-bi-trar-y (ar/bi trer’é) /‘arbi,treriy/ adj. 1. decided 
on or done by personal discretion, rather than by reason: 
an arbitrary decision. 2. having unlimited power; des- 
potic: an arbitrary government. 3. capricious; unreasona- 
ble; unsupported: an arbitrary demand for obedience. 
—ar-bi-trareiely (ar/bi trer7a lē) /,arbi'treraliy/ adv. 
—ar/bi-trar/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

ar-bi-trate (ar’bi trat’) /‘arbi,treyt/ v., -trat-ed, -trat- 
ing. 1. to act or decide as arbitrator or arbiter; decide 
between two sides; determine: [no obj; (~ + between + 
obj)): She has been asked to arbitrate between the two 
sides. [~ + obj]: She has been asked to arbitrate the is- 
sue. 2. to send or settle (a matter) to arbitration: [no 
obj): They were tired of lengthy negotiations, so they 
agreed to arbitrate. [~ + obj]: to arbitrate their dispute. 
—ar/bi-tra/tion, n. [noncount) 

ar-bietra-tor (ar/bi tra’ter) /‘arbi,treytor/ n. [count] a 
person with the power to decide a dispute or settle differ- 
ences. 

arebor (ar/ber) /'arbər/ n. [count] a leafy shelter formed 
by or covered with tree branches, shrubs, etc. 

ar-borreeal (ar bôr/ē al, -bdr/-) /ar'boriyal, -'bowr-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to trees; treelike: arboreal surroundings. 
2. living in trees: arboreal animals. 

ar-bo-re-tum (ar’/ba ré/tem) /,arba'riytom/ n. (count), 
pl. -tums, -ta (-ta). a parklike area in which many differ- 
ent trees or shrubs are grown for study or display. 

ar-bor-vietae (är/bər vi/té) /,arbar'vaytiy/ n. [count] an 
evergreen tree of the cypress family. 

ar-buetus (ar bydd/tas) /ar'byuwtas/ n. [count], pl. 
-tus-es. 1. an evergreen tree or shrub of the heath fam- 
ily. 2. Also called trailing arbutus. a creeping plant with 
white or pink flower clusters. 

arc (ark) /ark/ n. [count] 1. any unbroken part of the cir- 
cumference of a circle: an arc of twenty degrees. 2. 
something curved or arched like a bow. 3. the light 
formed in a gap between two electrodes when electricity 
flows through them: the arc of the light bulb. —v. [no 
obj] 4. to form an electric arc: The current arced across 
the electrodes. 5. to move in a curved line: The ball 
arced through the air. 

ARC or A.R.C., an abbreviation of: American Red Cross. 

ar-cade (ar kad’) /ar'keyd/ n. [count] 1. an arched or 
covered passageway, usually with shops on each side. 2. 
an establishment or area with coin-operated games. 

arecane (ar kan’) /ar'keyn/ adj. Known or understood 
only by those with special knowledge; mysterious: arcane 
rituals. 

arch! (arch) /artf/ n. (count) 1. a curved construction 
over an opening. 2. a doorway, gateway, or opening hav- 
ing a curved head; archway. 3. anything bowed or curved 
like an arch: the arch of the foot. —v. 4. to form (into) an 
arch: [no obj): The elms arched over the road. [~ + 
obj): The cat arched its back as a warning. 

arch? (arch) /artJ/ adj. 1. crafty; sly; mischievous or cun- 
ning: an arch little grin. 2. chief; main: They were arch 
foes. —arch/ly, adv. —arch/ness, n. [noncount) 

-arch-, root. 1. -arch- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “chief; leader; ruler.” This meaning is found 
in such words as: ANARCHY, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, HIER- 
ARCHY, MATRIARCH, MONARCH, MONARCHY, PATRIARCH. 2. 
-arch- is also used to form nouns that refer to persons 
who are the most important, most notable, or the most 
extreme examples of (the following noun): archenemy (= 
the most important enemy); archconservative (= the 
most extreme example of a conservative). 3. -arch- also 
appears with the meaning “first, earliest, original, oldest 
in time.” This meaning is found in such words as: AR- 
CHAEOLOGY, ARCHAIC, ARCHAISM, ARCHETYPE. 

arch., an abbreviation of: 1. archaic. 2. architect. 3. ar- 
chitecture. 

ar-chae-ol-o-gy or ar-che-oleo-gy (ar/ke olə jé) 
/ arkiy'plod3iy/ n. [noncount] the scientific study of an- 
cient peoples and their cultures by analyzing their re- 
maining tools, utensils, and other objects. —ar-chae-o- 
log-i-cal (är/kē ə loj/i kəl) /,arkiya'tnd3ikoal/ adj. —ar/- 
chae-ol/o-gist, n. (Count) See -ARCH-. 

arechaeic (ar ka/ik) /ar'keyik/ adj. 1. out-of-date or out- 
moded; antiquated: archaic attitudes. 2. (of a word or 
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phrase) commonly used in an earlier time but now rare: tensely devoted; avid; enthusiastic: an ardent baseball 


archaic meanings. —ar-cha/i-calely, adv. See -ARCH-. 

ar-chasism (ar/ké iz/am, -kā-) farkiy,izom, -key-/ n. 
[count] an archaic word, phrase, or style. See -arcn-. 

arch-an-gel (ark/an/jal) /‘ark,eynd3al/ n. [count] a chief 
angel. 

arch-bish-op (arch/bish’ap) lart f'bifop/ n. 
bishop of the highest rank. See -ARCH-. 

arch-bish/operic (ärch/bish/ə prik) /artf'bifəprik/ n. 
[count] the position of, rank of, or province of an arch- 
bishop. 

arch-dea-con (ärch/dē/kən) l'art f'diykən/ n. 
clergyman who ranks next below a bishop. 

arch-di-o-cese (arch/di’a ses’, -sis) /,art{'dayo,siys, 
-sis/ n. [Count] the local area or region governed by an 
archbishop. —arch/di-oc’e-san (arch/di os/a san) /,artf- 
day'psosan/ adj. See -arcn-. 

arch-duke (arch/dook/, -dyook’) /‘artf'duwk, -'dyuwk/ 
n. [count] a prince of the former ruling house of Austria. 

arch-en-e-my (ärch/en/ə mē) lart f'enəmiy/ n. [count], 
pl. -mies. a chief enemy. 

ar-che-ol-oegy (är/kē ola Je) /,arkty'olod3iy/ n. ARCHAE- 
OLOGY. 

archeer (ar/char) Martfor/ n. 
shoots with a bow and arrow. 

ar-echersy (ar/cha rē) l'art foriy/ n. [noncount] the prac- 
tice of shooting with a bow and arrow at a target. 

ar-che-typeal (ar/ki ti/pal) /‘arki ,taypal/ or ar-che-typ- 
ical (är/ki tipi kal) /,arki 'tıpı kəl/ adj. being an arche- 
type. —ar’che-typ/al-ly, ar’che-typ/i-cal-ly, adv. 

ar-che-type (4r/ki tip’) larki tayp/ nm. [count] 1. the 
Original model from which all things of the same kind are 
copied. 2. the best or most complete example of some- 
thing. See -ARCH-, -TYPE-. 

arch-fiend (arch’fénd/) l'art f'fiynd/ n. [count] a chief 
fiend. 

ar-chi-pel-asgo (är/kə pelə gō/) /arkə'pelə,gow/ n. 
[count], pl. -gos, -goes. 1. a large group or chain of is- 
lands. 2. a large body of water with many islands. 

ar-chi-tect (ar/ki tekt’) Parki,tekt/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who designs buildings. 2. the main person responsi- 
ble for making something: the architects of the plan. 

ar-chi-tec-ton-ics (ar/ki tek ton/iks) /,erkitek'toniks/ 
n. (noncount; used with a singular verb] the science of 
planning and constructing buildings. 

ar-chi-tec-tursal (är/ki tek/char al) /arki ‘tektfor ol/ 
adj. [before a noun] of or relating to the design and con- 
struction of buildings and other structures. —ar/chi- 
tec/tur-alely, adv. 

ar-chi-tec-ture (är/ki tek/char) Harki,tektfor/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the profession of designing buildings. 2. the 
character or style of building: Romanesque architecture. 
3. the structure or design of something: the architecture 
of a novel. 

ar-chive (ar’kiv) /‘arkayv/ n. [count; usually plural 1. 
archives, a place where public documents are pre- 
served. 2. Usually, archives. the documents and other 
materials preserved in such a place. —yv. [~ + obj] 3. to 
preserve in or as if in an archive: They archived the 
papers. —ar-chi/val, adj. 

ar-chi-vist (är/kə vist, -ki-) /'arkə vist, -kay-/ n. [count] 
a person who collects or is responsible for archives. 

archway (arch/wa’) l'art fiwey/ n. [count] 1. an en- 
trance or passage under an arch. 2. an arch over a pas- 
sage. 

-archy, a combining form meaning “rule,” “govern- 
ment,” forming abstract nouns that correspond to per- 
Sonal nouns ending in -ARCH: monarchy, oligarchy; patri- 
archy. 

are-tic (ärk/tik, är/tik) /'arktık, 'artık/ adj. 1. (often: 
Arctic) of, relating to, or located at or near the North 
Pole: the arctic region. 2. coming from the North Pole or 
the arctic region: an arctic wind. 3. extremely cold; frigid: 
an arctic winter. 4. extremely cold in character: an arctic 
smile. 5. [before a noun) designed for use in extremely 
cold conditions: arctic clothing. —n. [proper noun; the + 
~; often: Arctic] 6. the region lying north of the Arctic Cir- 
cle. —arc/ti-calely, adv. 

-ard or -art, suffix. -ard or -art Is attached to some 
verbs and nouns to form nouns that refer to persons who 
regularly do an activity, or who are characterized in a cer- 
tain way, as indicated by the stem: dullard (= one who is 
dull); drunkard (= one who is drunk). 

ar-dent (ar/dnt) /‘ardnt/ adj. 1. [before a noun] showing 
Strong or intense feeling; fervent: an ardent prayer. 2. in- 


[count] a 


[count] a 


[count] a person who 


fan. —ar/dent-ly, adv. 

aredor (ar/dar) /‘ardor/ n. [noncount] 1. great warmth of 
feeling: fervor: revolutionary ardor. 2. zeal; enthusiasm: 
approached the task with ardor. Also, esp. Brit., ar’dour. 

ar-du-ous (ar/joo as) /'ard3uwas/ adj. 1. requiring great 
energy or exertion: arduous tasks. 2. full of hardship; se- 
vere: an arduous winter. —ar/du-ous-ly, adv. —ar/du- 
ous-ness, 7. (noncount] 

are! (är; unstressed er) /ar; unstressed ar/ v. a form of 
the verb Be, used in the present tense when the subject 
is you or when the subject is a plural noun or pronoun: 
You are all | have. The boys are all here. Are they coming 
in? 

are? (âr, är) /eər, ar/ n. 
to 100 square meters, 
of a hectare. Abbr.: a 

ar-@ea (âr/ēẸ ə) /'esriyə/ n. [count], pl. -as. 1. a part of a 
Space or a surface: the dark areas in the painting. 2. a 
place or part of the world: geographical region: the 
downtown area. 3. a section reserved for a specific func- 
tion: the dining area. 4. a particular subject of study or 
knowledge; field: new areas of interest. 5. a measure- 
ment of a surface, equal to the length multiplied by the 
width. —ar/eeal, adj. 

ar’ea code’, n. [count] a three-digit number that is 
used before a telephone number typically when dialing a 
long-distance call. 

ar’ea rug’, n. [count] a rug that covers only part of a 
floor. 

arrena (a re/na) /a'riyno/ n. [count], pl. -nas. 1. a cen- 
tral area used for sports or other forms of entertainment 
and surrounded by seats for spectators. 2. a building 
that contains an arena. 3. the oval space in the center of 
a Roman amphitheater. 4. a field of competition or activ- 
ity: the arena of politics. 

are/na the/ater, n. [count] a theater with seats ar- 
ranged on at least three sides around a central Stage. 

aren't (arnt, 4r’ont) /arnt, ‘arant/ contraction. 1. a 
Shortened form of are not: You arent really going to do 
that, are you? 2. (used in a question) a shortened form 
of am not: Aren't I good enough for the job? 

Ar-gen-tine (ar/jon tén/, -tin’) /ard3an,tiyn, -,tayn/ n. 
1. [count] a person born or living in Argentina. 2. 
(proper noun; the + ~) another name for Argentina: va- 
cationing in the Argentine. —adj. 3. of or relating to Ar- 
gentina. Also, Ar-gen-tinee-an (är/jən tin’é an) /,ard- 
30n'tintyon/. 

aregon (ar’gon) /‘argon/ n. [noncount] a colorless, odor- 
less, inactive gas used in light bulbs. 

areBorsy (är/gə sé) /'argasiy/ n. [count], pl. -sies. 1. a 
large merchant ship. 2. a fleet of such ships. 

ar-got (är/gō, -gat) /‘argow, -got/ n. [noncount] a spe- 
cial vocabulary used by a particular group that is hard for 
outsiders to understand: the argot of drug dealers. 

ar-gura-ble (ar/gydo ə bal) /argyuw ə bol/ adj. (often: it 
+ be + ~ + that clause] 1. open to argument; debata- 
ble. 2. likely to be proved correct by argument: Hts argu- 
able that Einstein was the greatest scientist of his time. 
—ar/guea-bly, adv. 

ar-gue (ar/gyoo) /‘argyuw/ v., -gued, -gu-ing. 1. to 
present or state reasons for or against a thing: [70 obj]: 
argued in favor of capital punishment. [7 + forfagainst 
+ obj}: argued for capital punishment. [~ + Obj): to ar- 
gue a case. [~ + that clause]: His essay argued that the 
death penalty should be abolished. 2. [no Obj) to disa- 
gree or quarrel; dispute: have been arguing alt HM &}, [= 
+ obj + out of + obj) to persuade: We tried to argue 
her out of the idea. —Related Words. ARGUE iS a verb, 
ARGUMENT iS a noun, ARGUMENTATIVE is an adjective: / ar- 
gued with her about the money. We had an argurnent 
about inoney. He was in a very argumentative nood. 

ar-guement (ar/gya mant) /‘argyomont/ n. 1. [count] a 
disagreement or quarrel in words. 2. [count] a discus- 
sion involving differing points of view: debate. 3. [count] 
a statement, reason, or fact for or against a point: an ar- 
gument in favor of disarmament. 4. [noncount] dis- 
course intended to persuade: Arguinent proved useless. 

ar-gu-men-ta-tion (är/gyə men tā/shən) / argyəm- 
en'teyfon/ n. [noncount] the process of developing or 
presenting an argument; reasoning; debate. 

ar-gu-men-tartive (är/gyə men/ta tiv) /,argya'mentoativ/ 
adj. 1. fond of arguing or disagreeing frequently. 2. in- 
volving or using logical arguments or persuasion: an ar- 
gumentative essay. —ar/gu-men/ta-tive-ly, adv. —ar’- 
gu-men/ta-tive-ness, n. (noncount] 

argyle (ar/gil) /‘argayl/ n. (count: often: Argyle] 1. (in 


[Count] a surface measure equal 
equivalent to 119.6 sq. yds.; Yoo 


aria to around 


knitting) a diamond-shaped pattern using two or more 
colors. 2. a piece of clothing knitted with this pattern: ar- 
gyle socks. 

arisa (ar/é ə, âr/ē ə) /‘ariya, ‘eariya/ n. [count], pl. -as. 
an elaborate melody sung solo, as in an opera. 

-arian (-ā/rē an) /-'eyriy an/ suffix. 1. -arian is attached 
to some nouns and adjectives that end in -ary to form 
personal nouns: Hibrary + -arian ~ librarian; seminary + 
-arian ~ seminarian; veterinary + -arian ~ veterinarian. 
2. -arian is also attached to some roots to form nouns 
with the meaning “a person who supports, calls for, or 
practices the principles of (the root noun)”: authority + 
-arian ~ authoritarian (= one who believes in central au- 
thority); totality + -anan ~ totalitarian (= one who be- 
heves in totat governmentat rute). 

areid (ar/id) /‘zertd/ adj. 1. extremely dry: the arid desert. 
2. lacking vitality; uninteresting: an arid imagination. 
—aerid-ity (ə rid/i tē) /a'riditiy/ n. (noncount) —ar/- 
id-ly, adv. 

a-right (ə rit’) /o'rayt/ adv. correctly; to rights: / want to 
set things aright. 

aerise (ə riz’) /a'rayz/ v. [no obj], arrose (Ə 1027) />'rowz/ 
a-riseen (ə riz/ən) /a'rizan/ aeris-ing. 1. to get up from 
sitting, lying, or kneeling; rise: He arose from his chair. 
2. to awaken; wake up: She arose at 6 a.m. 3. to move 
upward; ascend: Sinoke arose from the chimney. 4. to 
appear; spring up; result: Problems arise daily. [~ + 
from + obj\: What consequences wilt arise from this? 

areis-toc-raecy (ar’/a stok/ra sé) /,wra'stokrasiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] a class of persons holding high rank 
or special privileges, esp. nobility. 2. a government or 
state ruled by such a Class: [noncount): a belief in aris- 
tocracy. [count]: aristocracies of the old world. 3. [count] 
any class or group thought of as the best because of ed- 
ucation, ability, or wealth: an aristocracy of merit. 

arris-to-crat (a ris/ta krat’) /a'risto,krat/ n. [count] a 
member of an aristocracy. —arris’/to-crat/ic, adj. 
—arris/to-crat/i-calely, adv. 

arritheme-tic (n. ə rith’ma tik; adj. ar/ith metik) /n. 
a'n@matik; adj. ,an@!metik/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
method, process, or study of adding, subtracting, multi- 
plying, and dividing numbers. —adj. arithmetic 2. 
Also, ar/ith-met/i-cal. of or relating to the rules of arith- 
metic: arithmetical computations. —ar/ith-met/i-cal-ly, 
adv. 

Ariz., an abbreviation of: Arizona. 

ark (ark) /ark/ n. (proper noun; often: the + ~] 1. 
[sometimes: Ark] (in the Bible) the vessel built by Noah 
for safety during the Flood. 2. Also called ark of the 
covenant. a wooden chest containing two stone tablets 
inscribed with the Ten Commandments. 

Ark., an abbreviation of: Arkansas. 
arm! (arm) /arm/ n. [count] 1. a. the upper limb of the 
human body. b. the upper limb from shoulder to elbow: 
The doctor gave me an injection in the arm. 2. any part 
or attachment that resembles an arm, aS a projecting 
support on a Chair. 3. a branch, section, or part of an or- 
ganization: an arm of the government. —Idiom. 4. an 
arm and a leg, a great deal of money: That will Cost an 
arm and a leg. 5. arm in arm, with arms linked together 
or intertwined: walking along arm in arm. 6. at arm's 
length, at a distance that discourages intimacy: kept her 
associates at arm's length. 7. (long) arm of the law, 
the power or authority of the law or law enforcement. 8. 
twist someone’s arm, to bring strong pressure to bear 
on sonieone. 9. with open arms, cordially; hospitably: 
welcomed her with open aris. 
arm? (arm) /arm/ n. [count] 1. Usually, arms. [plural] 
weapons, esp. guns, rifles, or firearms. 2. arms, [plural 
the heraldic designs or symbols on a shield. —v. 3. to 
(cause to) be equipped with weapons: [no obj]: The 
country is arming for war. [~ + oneself): The rebels 
arined themselves. [~ + obj): They arined their troops. 
4. [~ + obj] to activate, equip, or prepare (something) 
for specific purpose or effective use: to arm the security 
system. —Idiom. 5. bear arms, a. to carry weapons: 
claimed the right to bear arms. b. to serve as a member 
of the armed forces: He had to bear arms as a youth of 
only sixteen. 6. take up arms, to prepare for or go to 
war. 7. under arms, (of troops) trained and equipped for 
battle. 8. up in arms, indignant: is up in arins about the 
effort to discredit hiin. 

-arm-, root. -arim- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “weapon.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ARMADA, ARMAMENT, ARMS, DISARMAMENT. 

arema-da (ar ma/do, -ma/-) /ar'mads, -'mey-/ n. 
[count], pl. -das. (Often: Armada] a fleet of warships: 
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The Spanish Armada was defeated by the English navy. 
See -ARM-. 

armadillo (ar/ma di5) /,arma‘dilow/ n. [count], pl. 
-los. an animal related to the anteater and covered with 
jointed plates of bone and horn. 

Arema-ged-don (ar/ma_ ged/n) /arma'gedn/ n. [count] 
1. the place where the final battle between good and evil 
will be fought. 2. [armageddon] any large-scale and de- 
cisive or final conflict. 

aremaement (är/mə meant) /armomont/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the arms and equipment with which a military unit is 
supplied. 2. [count] Usually, armaments. [plural] the 
armed forces of a country, or its military strength when 
thought of as a group. 3. [noncount] the process of arm- 
ing for war. See -ARM-. 

arema-ture (ar/ma chor) /‘armatfor/ nm. 1. [noncount) 
the protective covering of an animal or plant. 2. [count] 
a. the part of an electric generator in which the electricity 
is produced. b. the moving part in an electrical device, as 
a buzzer or relay, that is moved by a magnetic field. 

arm-chair (arm/char’) /‘arm,tfear/ n. [count] 1. a chair 
with sidepieces or arms to support a person's forearms 
or elbows. —adj. [before a noun] 2. theorizing without 
the benefit of practical experience: armchair generals. 

armed (armd) /armd/ adj. 1. carrying a weapon: an 
armed assailant. 2. [before a noun] involving or using 
people with weapons or guns: an armed assault on the 
kidnapper’s hideout. 3. [be + ~ + with] having in one’s 
possession ready for use: was arined with the facts. 

armed’ forc’es, n. [plural] the military, naval, and air 
forces of a nation or of a number of nations. Also called 
armed’ serv/ices. 

Aremeerni-an (ar mé/né an) /ar'miyniyan/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Armenia. 2. of or relating to the language 
spoken by many of the people of Armenia. —n. 3: 
[count] a person born or living in Armenia. 4. [noncount] 
the language spoken by many of the people of Armenia. 

arm-ful (arm/fool’) /‘arm,ful/ n. [count], pt. -fuls. the 
amount one or both arms can hold. 

arm-hole (arm/hol’) /‘arm,howl/ n. [count] an opening 
for the arm in a garment. 

aremiestice (är/mə stis) /‘armastis/ n. [count] an agree- 
ment to stop fighting and discuss peace; truce. 

arm-let (ärm/lit) /armlrt/ n. [count] an ornamental band 
worn high on the arm. 

aremor (ar/mar) /‘armor/ n. [noncount] 1. any covering 
that serves as a defense or protection against weapons. 
2. motor-driven units of military forces. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to cover or equip with armor. Also, esp. Brit., ar7/mour. 
See -ARM-. 

armored (är/mərd) /‘armoard/ adj. 1. covered with or 
protected by armor: an armored Car. 2. having vehicles, 
weapons, etc., protected by armor: armored divisions. 

aremor-er (ar’mar ar) /‘armoror/ n. [count] 1. a maker 
or repairer of arms or armor. 2. a person who manufac- 
tures, repairs, or services firearms. 

aremorey (är/mə rē) /‘armoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. 1. a 
storage place for weapons. 2. a factory where weapons 
are made. See -ARM-. 

armepit (arn/pit’) /‘arm,pit/ n. [count] the hollow place 
under the arm at the shoulder. 

armrest (arm/rest’) /‘arm,rest/ n. [count] a support for 
the forearm, such as at the side of a seat. 

arms (armz) /armz/ n. [plural] See ARM. 

aremy (ar’mé) /‘armiy/ n. [count], pl. -mies. 1. the mili- 
tary forces of a nation, esp. the forces that fight on land. 
2. a body of people trained and armed for war: an army 
of insurgents. 3. any organized or large group: an army 
of census takers. 

aroma (ə rō/mə) /a'rowmad/ n. [count], pl -mas. a 
strong, noticeable, and pleasant odor; fragrance: the 
aroma of freshly brewed coffee. —ar-oemat-ic (ar/a- 
matik) /,wra'mittk/ adj.: aromatic oils. 

a-rose (ə rōz/) /a'rowz/ v. pt. Of ARISE. 

around (ə round’) /a’rawnd/ adv. 1. in a circle or in a 
ring; on all sides: The crowd gathered around and 
watched. 2. in all directions (when viewed from a point in 
the center of somewhere): could see for miles around. 3. 
in the region about a place; here and there: They travel 
around together. 4. when measured around the outside 
of a circle: The tree was 40 inches around. 5. in a circu- 
lar or rounded course; moving in a circle; with a spinning 
or rotating movement: The car's wheels were spinning 
around in the snow. 6. through a sequence Or series, as 
of places or persons: We showed our visitors around. 7. 
through a repeating period of time: Lunchtime rolled 
around again. 8. by an indirect way; not in a straight or 
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direct course: The lane goes around past the stables. 9. 
a. in or to another, opposite direction or course: twisted 
her head around and saw him coming. b. to another, 
usually opposite, opinion: After our arguments, she fi- 
nally came around. 10. back into consciousness: The 
smelling salts brought her around. 11. somewhere near; 
somewhere about; nearby: /7/ be around for an hour or 
so. 12. present and available: There aren't many jobs 
around now. 13. to a specific place (known to the 
speaker and hearer): Come around to see me. —prep. 
14. about; on all sides; circling; surrounding: wrapped 
paper around the package. 15. on the edge, border, or 
Outer part of: a skirt with fringe around the bottom. 16. 
from place to place in; about: to get around town. 17. in 
all or various directions from: She looked around the 
room. 18. in the vicinity of; near to: the countryside 
around Boston. 19. approximately; about: How about 
meeting around five o'clock? 20. here and there in: peo- 
ple around the city. 21. somewhere in or near: had to 
Slay around the house. 22. to all or various parts of: We 
wandered around the park. 23. so as to make a Circle 
Surrounding: The tour boat sails around the island. 24. 
reached by making a turn or partial turn about: The 
church is just around the corner. 25. so as to revolve or 
rotate about a center: the earth's motion around its axis. 
26. personally close to: All the advisers around him Say 
he should retire. 27. so as to overcome: got around the 
problem by raising prices. —Idiom. 28. been around, 
[70 obj] gone through much experience: He looked as if 
he had been around and knew the score. 

a-rouseal (ə row/zal) /> 'rawzol/ n. {[noncount] the state 
or condition of being alert or stimulated. 

arouse (ə rouz’) /ə'rawz/ v. [~ + obj], aroused, 
a-rous-ing. 1. to stir up; excite: The fiery speech aroused 
the crowd. 2. to stimulate sexually. 3. to wake (some- 
body) up: She aroused them at noon. Compare ROUSE. 

ar-peg-gi-o (ar pej/E 5,  -pej/d) /ar'ped3iy,ow, 
-'pedzow/ n. [count], pl. -givos. (in music) the sounding 
of the notes of a chord one after the other very quickly. 

ar-raign (ə ran’) /a'reyn/ v. [~ + obj] to call or bring 
(someone) before a court of law to answer a charge. 
—areraign’/ment, n. [count]: An arraignment takes place 
before a trial. [noncount): to set a date for arraignment. 

arrange (ə rānj/) /o'reynd3/ v., -ranged, -rang-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to place in proper, desired, or convenient or- 
der; organize: arranged the flowers attractively. 2. to 
come to an understanding (about): [~ + for + obj): We 
arranged for delivery of the newspaper. [~ + for + obj 
+ to + verb]: arranged for them to deliver the newspa- 
per. [~ + to + verb): arranged to have them met at the 
airport. [~ + it + that clause]: She arranged it that we 
would all meet them there. 3. to make plans or prepara- 
tion (for): [~ + for + obj]: Let's arrange for a conter- 
ence. [~ + obj (+ for + obj)]: Please arrange a meeting 
for next week. 4. [~ + obj] to set (a musical work) in a 
different way: a piano piece arranged for orchestra. —ar- 
rang/er, n. [count] 

ar-range-ment (ə ranj’mant) /ə ‘reynd3mont/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of putting things in proper order: the 
arrangement of items on a table. 2. [count] something 
that has been put in proper order: a beautiful floral ar- 
rangement. 3. [count] a plan: made funeral 
arrangements. 4. agreement; settlement: [count]: made 
an arrangement to pay off the debt. [noncount): Can't we 
come to some sort of arrangement? 5. [count] a piece of 
music set in a format different from the original. 

arrant (arent) /'ærənt/ adj. (before a noun] (used to 
emphasize something negative) complete; thorough; ab- 
solute: an arrant fool; arrant nonsense. 

areray (ə ra’) /a'rey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to place, position, 
or set out in proper or desired order: to array troops for 
battle. 2. to dress with beautiful or ornamental clothing: 
arrayed in their finest silks. —n. 3. [noncount] order or 
arrangement, as of troops drawn up for battle. 4. [count] 
an impressive grouping: presented them with an array of 
facts. 5. [count] a regular or systematic arrangement: an 
array of figures showing revenues arid expenses. 6. 
[noncount) clothing; dress: in fine array. 

ar-rears (ə rērz/) /a'riarz/ n. [plural] 1. Usually, (in) 
arrears. the state of being late in repaying a debt: were 
{wo months in arrears. 2. money owed: arrears of unpaid 
wages. 

ar-rest (ə rest’) /a'rest/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to seize (a per- 
son) by legal authority: The police arrested the burglar. 
2. to catch and hold; attract: A loud noise arrested our 
attention. 3. to stop (something) or to cause (something) 
to slow down: The new drug seemed to arrest the prog- 
ress of the disease. —n. [count] 4. the taking of a person 
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into legal custody (as by the police): made an arrest. 5. 
an act of stopping or the state of being stopped: cardiac 
arrest. —-Idiom. 6. under arrest, in custody of the po- 
lice. 

ar-rest-ing (ə res/ting) /a'restin/ adj. 1. attracting atten- 
tion; striking: a person of arresting good looks. 2. [be- 
fore a noun] making or having made an arrest: the ar- 
resting officer. —ar-rest/ing-ly, adv. 

arerhyth-mi-a (ə rith’mé ə, 4 rith/-) /a'ridmiya, ey'rıð-/ 
n. [Noncount) a disturbance in the rhythm of the heart- 
beat. —arerhyth/mic, ar-rhyth/mi-cal, adj. 

arrival (a ri/val) /a'rayvol/ n. 1. an act of arriving; a 
coming: [count]: Their arrival was delayed by traffic. 
[noncount]: She was welcomed on arrival 2. [noncount]) 
the attainment of any object or condition: the atrival of 
Jet-powered flight. 3. [count] a person or thing that arri- 
ves or has arrived: a new arrival at the school. 

arrive (ə riv’) /a'rayv/ v. [no obj), -rived, -riveing. 1. to 
come to a place in a journey; reach one’s destination: 
They have just arrived in town. 2. to come to be present; 
happen: The moment of truth has arrived. 3. to attain a 
position of success in the world: She felt she had finally 
arrived in society. 4. to be born: The baby arrived at 
noon. 5. arrive at, [~ + at + obj] to reach or attain: 
come to; decide: arrived at an agreement. 

ar-ri-ve-der-ci (ə rē/və der/che) /a,riyva'dertfiy/ interj. 
Italian. until we see each other again. 

ar-ro-gance (ar’a gəns) /'ærə gans/ n. [noncount] a 
manner of behaving as if one were more important than 
others. 

ar-ro-gant (ar’a gant) /'ærəgənt/ adj. 1. acting as if one 
were more important than others: rude and arrogant offi- 
cials. 2. characterized by arrogance: arrogant behavior. 
—ar/ro-gantely, adv. See -ROGA-. 

ar-roegate (ara gat’) /‘era,geyt/ v. [~ (+ to + oneself) 
+ obj], -gateed, -gat-ing. to claim to have or do (some- 
thing) even though one has no right to do so: She arro- 
gated to herself the power to make changes. 

arrow (ar/ō) /‘xrow/ n. [count] 1. a slender, long stick 
with feathers at the back end and a point at the tip that is 
shot from a bow. 2. anything resembling an arrow, as a 
drawing used to show direction or movement. 

ar-row-head (ar/⁄ō hed’) erow,hed/ n. 
pointed tip on an arrow: arrowheads of flint. 

ar-row-root (ar/ō root’, -rddt’) /‘wrow,ruwt, -rot/ n. 1. 
[count] a tropical American plant grown for the starch 
that can be made from it. 2. [noncount] the easily di- 
gested starch of this plant, used as a thickener in cook- 
ing. 

areroOyo (ə roi/ō) /a'rayow/ n. [count], pl. -os. (chiefly in 
the southwestern U.S.) a small, narrow, steep-sided 
channel in the ground that is usually dry except after 
heavy rains. 

arese-nal (ar/sa ni) /‘arsanl/ n. [count] 1. a military es- 
tablishment for producing and storing weapons, ammu- 
nition, etc. 2. a collection or supply of weapons: the na- 
tion's arsenal of nuclear weapons. 3. a supply of any 
useful item: an arsenal of colorful phrases. 

ar-se-nic (är/sə nik) /‘arsanik/ n. [noncount] 1. a gray- 
ish white substance, one of the chemical elements, that 
can be made into a dangerous poison. 2. the poison 
made from arsenic. 

arson (är/sən) /'arsən/ n. [noncount] the crime of delib- 
erately setting fire to property. —ar/son-ist, n. [count] 

art’ (ärt) /art/ m. 1. [noncount] the making of things 
considered beautiful: Art is her field of activity. 2. [non- 
count] the objects produced in this way: a great collec- 
tion of Japanese art. 3. [noncount) the activity, skill, or 
subject of study concerned with producing such objects: 
inajored in art in college. 4. [count] a field or category of 
art: Dance is an art. 5. [noncount] any field using the 
skills or techniques of art: industrial art. 6. [noncount] 
ARTWORK (def. 2). 7. [count usually singular] skill in con- 
ducting any human activity: the art of conversation. 8. 
arts, [p/ural] a branch of Study in a college or university, 
including history, languages, music, philosophy, or litera- 
ture, as Opposed to scientific subjects. 

art? (art) /art/ v. Archaic. second person singular present 
indicative form of the verb Be used with “thou,” an old 
form of “You”: Thou art. 

cart, suffix. -art is a variant form of -ARD. It is found in 
such words aS: BRAGGART. 

art., an abbreviation of: article. 

art’ dec’o (dek’d) /'dekow/ n. [noncount; often: Art 
Deco] a style of decorative art Originating in the 1920's 
that uses geometric shapes and curved lines. 

ar-tesrical (ar tēr/ē al) /ar ‘trary ol/ adj. [usually: before 
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a noun) 1. of or having to do with an artery: arterial 
blood flow. 2. being a main or most important route or 
connection to a place: an arterial highway. 

ar-te-rivo-scle-ro-sis (ar tér/é © sklə rd/sis) /ar,tior- 
iyowsklo'rowsis/ n. (noncoung) abnormal thickening in 
the walls of arteries, and the loss of the ability of these 
walls to stretch easily. 

ar-ter-y (ar/ta rē) /‘artoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. l. a 
blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to any part 
of the body. 2. a main route or highway. 

ar-te’sian well’ (är té/zhan) /ar'tiy3on/ n. [count] a 
well in which water rises under pressure without being 
pumped. 

art-ful (art/fal) /‘artfol/ adj. 1. slyly crafty or cunning; 
tricky; ingenious: artful in twisting stories. 2. done with 
or characterized by art or skill: the magician’s artful per- 
formance. —art/ful‘ly, adv. —art/fuleness, n. (non- 
count) 

ar-thriteic (är thrit/ik) /ar ‘Oritik/ adj. 1. having stiff, 
swollen, or painful joints caused by arthritis: After my leg 
injury | became arthritic. 2. (before a noun) character- 
ized by the pains of arthritis: arthritic pain. —n. (count) 
3. a person suffering from the pains of arthritis. 

ar-thrietis (ar thri’tis) /ar'Oraytis/ n. [noncount] a condi- 
tion in which one or more joints are swollen, painful, or 
inflamed. 

arethro-pod (ar/thra pod’) far8ro,pod/ n. (count) an 
animal without a backbone, having a body in segments, 
jointed limbs, and a shell covering, and including insects, 
spiders, and crustaceans. See -PoD-. 

ar-tiechoke (ar/ti chok’) /‘arti,tfowk/ n. [count] 1. Also 
called globe artichoke. a tall plant like a thistle, with a 
head and fleshy leaf-like scales eaten as a vegetable. 2. 
JERUSALEM ARTICHOKE. 

ar-tiecle (ar/ti kal) /‘artikol/ n. (count) 1. a piece of writ- 
ing appearing in a newspaper, etc.: She wrote a maga- 
zine article. 2. any individual or particular member taken 
from a class or group of things: an article of clothing. 3. 
a clause or part of an agreement, contract, or treaty: arti- 
cles of confederation. 4. one of a small class of words in 
English, a, an, and the, that are linked to nouns and that 
show whether the noun is definite or indefinite. Compare 
DEFINITE ARTICLE, INDEFINITE ARTICLE. 

areticeurlate (adjective: ar tik/ya lit; verb: -lat’) /adjec- 
tive: ar'tikyalit; verb: -leyt adj, v., -lateed, -lat-ing. 
—adj. 1. (of speech or speech sounds) pronounced 
clearly and distinctly: articulate pronunciation. 2. capable 
of, expressed with, or showing Clarity: the candidate’s ar- 
ticulate speech. 3. (before a noun) having joints or parts 
that are joined: articulate segments of a worm. —v. 4. to 
pronounce (speech sounds) clearly and distinctly: [70 
obj): She articulated so as to be understood, [~ + obj): 
She articulated the vowels carefully. 5. [~ + obj) to put 
(an idea) clearly into speech: articulated his philosophy 
clearly. 6. to unite by a joint or joints: [n0 obj): The 
shoulder and arm bones articulate. (~ + obj): The bones 
are articulated. —ar-tic/u-late-ly, adv. —ar-tic/u-late- 
ness, n. Lnoncount) 

ar-tic-uelat-ed (är tik’ya lā tid) /ar 'tikyo ley tid/ adj. 
[before a noun] hinged or linked between parts: A train 
is an articulated vehicle. 

ar-tic-u-la-tion (ar tik’ya la’shan) /ar ,tikya ‘leyfon/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the expressing of an idea in speech or in 
words: Her articulation of the plan was convincing. 2. the 
act of pronouncing or producing speech sounds: the 
proper articulation of “th” in English. 3. the act of joining 
or the state of being joined: the articulation of skeletal 
bones. 

ar-ti-fact (arta fakt’) /‘arta,fakt/ n. [count] any object 
made by human beings, esp. a tool from an earlier time 
discovered at an archaeological site. 

areti-fice (arta fis) /‘artafis/ m. 1. [count] a clever trick: 
Makeup is an artifice used by actors. 2. [noncount) the 
use of a clever trick; trickery; craftiness. 

ar-tif-iecer (ar tiffa sar, arta fa-) /ar'tifosar, 'artəfə-/ n. 
[count] a skillful or artistic worker; craftsman; artisan. 
ar-ti ficial (ar/ta fish%al) /,arta'fifol/ adj. 1. made by 
human skill; not natural: an artificial satellite. 2. imita- 
tion; not real: artificial vanilla flavoring. 3. lacking natu- 
ralness; false; forced: an artificial smile. —ar-tiefiecieal- 
ity (ar’ta fish’é aMi tē) /artə fifiy'æhtiy/ n. Inoncount) 
—ar’ti-fi/cial-ly, adv. 

artifi/cial intelligence, n. [noncount) the capability 
of computer programs and devices to perform functions 
similar to human abilities to learn and to make decisions. 
artificial respira/tion, n. [noncount] the forcing of 
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air into and out of the lungs of a person whose breathing 
has stopped. 

ar-til-lersy (ar ti/ə rē) /ar'tiloriy/ n. [noncount] 1. large 
guns or missile launchers mounted on wheels. 2. the 
troops or the branch of an army using and caring for ar- 
tillery. —ar-til/ler-yeman, n. (count), pl. -men. 

aretiesan (ar/ta zən) /‘artazon/ n. [count] a person who 
practices a craft or trade requiring skilled use of the 
hands. 

arteist (ar/tist) /artist/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
practices or is proficient in one of the arts. 2. a person 
proficient in a performing art, as an actor or musician. 3. 
a person who shows special skill: That baseball pitcher is 
a real artist with a curveball. 

ar-tiste (ar tést’) /ar'tiyst/ n. [count] a professional ac- 
tor, singer, dancer, or other public performer. 

ar-tisetic (är tis’tik) /ar'tıstık/ adj. 1. beautiful; attrac- 
tive; like good art: an artistic flower arrangement. 2. of 
or characteristic of art or artists: fought for artistic free- 
dom. 3. showing skill in how something is done. —ar- 
tis’ti-cal-ly, adv. 

arteistery (är/ti stré) /‘artistriy/ n. [noncount] 1. skill, 
ability, or workmanship of an artist. 2. skill or outstand- 
ing ability to do anything, esp. in a creative manner: art- 
istry in the kitchen. 

arteless (Art/lis) /‘artlis/ adj. 1. free from tricks, cunning, 
or craftiness: honest: an artless manner. 2. not artificial; 
natural; simple: artless beauty. —art/less-ly, adv. 
—art/less-ness, n. [noncount) 

art nou-veau (art’ ndo võ’, ar’) /,art nuw'vow, ar n. 
[noncount; often: Art Nouveau) a style of art in the late 
19th century characterized by curved lines and shapes 
patterned on natural forms. 

art-work (art/wirk’) /‘art,wark/ n. [noncount] 1. an ob- 
ject or objects produced by artists: the artwork on the 
ceiling of that old cathedral. 2. drawings, photographs, 
or illustrations to be included in a book or magazine. 

artey (ar/té) /‘artiy/ also artesy (art’sé) l'artsiy/ adj., 
-i-er, -iest. Informal. showing a pretentious interest in 
the arts: arty people always dropping names of well- 
known painters and sculptors. —art/ieness, n. [non- 
count] 

-ary, suffix. 1. -ary is attached to some nouns to form 
adjectives with the meaning: “relating to, connected 
with’: element + -ary ~ elementary; honor + -ary ~ 
honorary. 2. -ary is attached to some roots to form per- 
sonal nouns, or nouns that refer to objects that hold or 
contain things: secretary; -libr- (= root meaning “book”) 
+ -ary ~ library (= place for holding books); glossary 
(= place containing specialized words and their mean- 
ings). 3. -ary is attached to some nouns to form adjec- 
tives with the meanings “contributing to; for the purpose 
of’: inflation + -ary ~ inflationary (= contributing to in- 
flation); compliment + -ary ~ complimentary (= for the 
purpose of complimenting). 

as (az; unstressed az) /xz; unstressed əz/ adv. 1. to the 
same degree or amount; equally: /t costs three times as 
much. 2. for example: a number of spring flowers, as the 
tulip. 3. thought or considered to be: the square as dis- 
tinct from the rectangle. 4. in the manner indicated: She 
sang as promised. —conj. 5. to the same degree or ex- 
tent that: / like to do as I please. 6. in the degree or 
manner of; in the same degree or manner that: Do as we 
do. 7. at the same time that; while; when: Pay as you en- 
ter. 8. since; because: As you are leaving last, lock the 
door. 9. though: Strange as it seems, it is true. 10. [so 
+ adjective + ~ + to + verb] that the result or effect 
was: His voice was so loud as to make everyone stare. 
—pron. 11. [the same + ~] that; who; which: / have the 
same trouble as you had. 12. a fact that: She spoke the 
truth, as can be proved. —prep. 13. in the role, function, 
job, or status of: to act as leader. 14. to the same de- 
gree or extent that: Quick as a flash he was out the door. 
15. by way of; for (a reason): / bought you this toy as a 
special treat. —Idiom. 16. as . . . as, [~ + adjective/ 
adverb + ~) (used to express similarity or equality be- 
tween one person or thing and another): She is as rich as 
Croesus (= She and Croesus are equally or similarly 
rich). 17. as far as, to the degree or extent that: /t is an 
excellent plan, as far as I can tell. 18. as for or as to, 
with respect to; about; concerning: As for staying away, I 
wouldn't think of it. 19. as good as, a. equivalent to: /t 
now works as good as new. b. true to; trustworthy as: He 
has always been as good as his word. 20. as if or as 
though, as it would be if: It was as if the world had come 
to an end. 21. as is, in whatever condition something is 
in when offered, esp. if damaged: You must buy the car 
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as is. 22. as it were, in a way; so to speak: He became, 
as it were, a man without a country. 23. as of, beginning 
on; On and after; from: This price is effective as of next 
Sunday. 24. as such, a. as being what is indicated; in 
that capacity; because of what someone or something is: 

An officer of the law, as such, is entitled to respect (= An 
officer of the law, because he or she is an officer of the 
law, is entitled to respect). b. in itself or in themselves: 
The job, as such, does not appeal to me. (= The job, 
being the kind of job it is, does not appeal to me.) 25. 
as yet, up to the present time: / don't, as yet, have a de- 
cent salary. 

A.S., an abbreviation of: Associate in Science. 

ASAP or A.S.A.P. or a.s.a.p., an abbreviation of: as 
soon as possible. 

as-bes-tos (as bes/tas, az-) /es'bestas, wz-/ n. (non- 
count] a soft gray mineral that occurs as a fiber-like sub- 
stance, formerly used for making fireproof articles and in 
building insulation. Sometimes, as-bes/tus. 

as-cend (ə send/) /a'send/ v. 1. to move, climb, or go 
upward (upon or along); mount: [no obj): The elevator 
ascended to the penthouse. [~ + obj): She ascended the 
Stairs gracefilly. 2. (no obj] to rise to a higher point, 
rank, degree, etc.: ascended rapidly in the company hier- 
archy. 3. ascend the throne, to become a king or 
queen. See -SCEND-. 

as-cend-an-cy or as-cend-en-cy (ə sendən sé) 
/3'sendonsiy/ also asecend/ance, as-cend/’ence, n. 
[noncount] the state of being in power, or of governing 
or controlling. 

as-cend-ant or as-cend-ent (ə sen/dent) /2'sendont/ 
n. [count] 1. a position of dominance. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. rising: an ascendant middle class. 3. superior; 
dominant. 

as-cen:-sion (ə sen’shan) /a'senfan/ n. 1. [count] the act 
of ascending; ascent. 2. the Ascension, {proper noun) 
the bodily ascending of Christ from earth to heaven. 

as-cent (ə sent’) /a'sent/ n. [count] 1. the act of as- 
cending. 2. movement upward from a lower to a higher 
State, degree, grade, or status; advancement: rapid as- 
cent through the ranks. 3. the degree of tilting upward: a 
Steep ascent. 

as-cer-tain (as/ar tan’) /,wsor'teyn/ v. to find out defi- 
nitely; get to know: [~ + obj]: We tried hard to ascertain 
all the facts in the case. [~ + (that) Clause]: We ascer- 
tained that she told the truth. See -cert-. 

as-cetric (ə set/ik) /a'setik/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
practices self-denial and leads a simple, severe life with- 
out luxuries or pleasures, usually for religious reasons. 
—adj. Also, as-cet/i-cal. 2. practicing the life of an as- 
cetic. 3. showing the effects of an ascetic life: a lean as- 
celtic face. —as-cet/i-cal-ly, adv. —as-cet-i-cism (a- 
seti siz’am) /a'seti,sizam/ n. [noncount] 

ASCII (as/kē) /'æskiy/ n. [proper noun] a code for 
computers in which characters are represented by the 
numbers O through 127: ASCH is an abbreviation of “A- 
merican Standard Code for Information interchange.” 

a-scor’bic ac/id (ə skér/bik) /a'skorbrk/ n. [noncount] 
a vitamin occurring naturally esp. in citrus fruits and 
green vegetables, and that is essential for normal metab- 
olism. Also called vitamin C. 

as-cot (as/kat, -kot) /‘wskat, -kot/ n. [count] a tie or 
scarf with broad ends looped to lie flat one upon the 
other, sometimes held with a pin. 

as-cribe (ə skrib’) /a'skrayb/ v. [~ + obj + to + obj), 
-cribed, -crib-ing. 1. to believe or consider (something 
or someone) to be the cause or source of (something): 
She ascribed her failures to bad luck. 2. to believe that 
(something) was made or done by (someone): ascribed 
this painting to Picasso. —as-crip-tion (ə skrip’shan) 
/a'skripfan/ n. (noncount) See -scris-. 

a-sep-tic (ə sep/tik, 4 sep/-) /a'septik, ey'sep-/ adj. free 
from the germs that cause disease or infection: aseptic 
Surgical gloves. —a-sep/ti-calely, adv. 

a-sex-ueal (4 sek/shdo al) /ey'sekfuwol/ adj. 1. having 
no sex Or sexual Organs; not involving sexual processes 
of reproduction. 2. free from or unaffected by Sexuality: 
an asexual friendship. —a-sex-uraleiety (A sek/shoo al- 
i tē) /ey,sekfuw'elttiy/ n. (noncount] —a-sex/u-alely, 
adv. 

ash’ (ash) /æf/ n. 1. (pieces of) the gray or black pow- 
dery miatter that remains after burning: [noncount): a 
volcano belching ash. (count): cigarette ashes. 2. [non- 
count) finely pulverized lava thrown out by a volcano in 
eruption: The city was covered with ash from the erup- 
tion. 3. [noncount) a light, silvery gray color. 4. ashes, 
[plural] a. ruins, esp. the remains of something de- 
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stroyed or lost forever: left only with the ashes of former 
triumphs. b. the remains of a disintegrated or cremated 
dead body. 

ash? (ash) /icf/ n. 1. [count] any of various trees of the 
olive family. 2. [noncount] the tough wood of any of 
these trees. 

a-shamed (ə stiamd/) /a'feymd/ adj. feeling shame: [be 
+ ~ + of}: He was ashamed of himself. [be + ~ + to 
+ verb]: She was ashamed to cry. [be + ~ + that 
clause]: She was ashamed that she had failed the test. 
—asham-ed-ly (ə shā/mid lē) /a'feymrdliy/ adv. 
— Usage. See SHAME. 

ash-en (ash/an) /'æfən/ adj. ash-colored; gray; extremely 
pale: His face turned ashen with fear. 

ashore (a shôr/, ə shor’) /a'for, ə'fowr/ adv. to or onto 
the shore: She swam ashore from the raft. 

ash-ram (ash/ram) /'afrəm/ n. [count] 1. a quiet place 
away from populated areas, used for retreat or instruc- 
tion in Hinduism. 2. the community living there. 

ash-tray (ash/tra’) /'æf,trey/ n. [count] a bowl or small 
dish for tobacco ashes of smokers. 

ash-y (ash/é) /'æfiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. pale: her ashy 
face. 2. covered with ashes: ashy ground. 

A-sian (a/zhan) /'ey3ən/ adj. 1. of or relating to Asia. 
=n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Asia. 
A-sieat-ic (ā/zhē _at/ik) /ey3iy'ætik/ adj., n. 

Sometimes Offensive. ASIAN. 

a-side (ə sid’) /ə'sayd/ adv. 1. on or to one side; side- 
ways: She put her book aside and got up. 2. away from 
one’s thoughts or consideration: to put one’s Cares aside. 
3. in reserve; in a separate place, as for safekeeping: / 
put some money aside. 4. away from a group or area, 
esp. for privacy: He took her aside to discuss the plan. 5. 
[at the end of a phrase] put apart; notwithstanding: A// 
kidding aside, let's talk seriously. —n. [count] 6. some- 
thing spoken by an actor to or for the audience and sup- 
posedly not heard by others on stage. 7. words spoken 
SO as not to be heard by others present. 8. a digression 
from a main topic. —Idiom. 9. aside from, a. in addi- 
tion to; besides: Aside from being too small, the jacket'’s 
color is ugly. b. except for: Aside from a few minor mis- 
takes, this is a very good paper. 

as-ienine (as/a nin’) /'xso,nayn/ adj. silly; stupid: asinine 
remarks. —as/ienine/ly, adv. —as-ieninsiety (as/a nin/- 
i tē) /,esa'ninitiy/ n. (noncount; count) 

ask (ask, ask) /wsk, ask/ v. 1. to put a question (to); in- 
quire (of): [no obj): | asked but I never got an answer, [~ 
+ obj): | asked her but she didn’t answer. [~ + obj + 
clause]: | asked hirn if they were going home. 2. to re- 
quest information about: [~ + obj]: He was ashamed to 
ask the question. [~ + after + obj]: He asked after you. 
3. [~ + obj] to put into words so as to gain information, 
attention, etc.; utter: You have to ask the right questions. 
4. to request (of): [~ + for + obj]: I asked for a little 
more time. [~ + obj]: | have to ask a favor of you. [~ + 
Obj + obj): Could I ask you a favor? [~ + to + verb]: | 
asked to leave early. [~ + obj + to + verb]: I asked her 
to leave early, but she wanted to stay. 5. [~ + obj] (of a 
price) a. to demand; expect: What price are they asking? 
b. to set a price of: to ask $40 for the hat. 6. [~ + obj + 
to + obj] to invite: to ask guests to dinner. 7. [~ + for 
+ obj] to request to speak to (someone): Yowr sister 
called and asked for you. —Idiom. 8. ask for it or ask 
for trouble, to invite problems by continuing with risky 
Or annoying behavior: He's really asking for it coming in 
late. 

a-skance (a skans/) /ə'skæns/ adv. 1. with a side glance; 
Sidewise. 2. [look + ~ + aon] with disapproval or 
doubt: My friends looked askance at my scheme. 

askew (ə skyd0/) /o'skyuw/ adv. 1. to one side; crook- 
edly: The picture was hanging askew. =h (WBE se AA 
crooked; not level or straight: Your tie is askew. 

ask/ing price’, n. [count] the price at which something 
is offered by a seller. 

asleep (ə slép/) /a'sliyp/ adv. 1. in or into a state of 
Sleep: The baby was lying fast asleep in the crib. —adj. 
[be + ~] 2. sleeping: He is asleep. 3. dormant; inactive: 
The volcano has been asleep for years. 4. numb: My foot 
is asleep. 5. inattentive; not paying attention: He was 
asleep on the job. —Idiom. 6. fall asleep, a. go into a 
State of sleep. b. (of a part of the body) become numb: 
My foot fell asleep after a few hours of Sitting still. 

a-so-cial (a sd/shal) /cy'sowfol/ adj. not social: with- 
drawn from society; not caring about normal standards of 
behavior. 

asp (asp) /wsp/ n. [count] a poisonous snake of Europe 
and Asia, esp. the horned viper. 


[count] 


asparagus to assert 


aS-par-a-gus (a spar’a gas) /ə'spærəgəs/ n. ([noncount] 
1. a plant of the lily family, grown for its edible shoots. 2. 
the shoots themselves. 

ASPCA, an abbreviation of: the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

as-pect (as/pekt) /'æspekt/ n. 1. [count] a particular 
part, feature, or phase of something: There are many as- 
pects to this problem. 2. [count] a particular way in 
which a thing may be looked at or considered; side: Both 
aspects of the decision must be considered. 3. [count] 
appearance to the eye or mind: The room took on the 
aspect of a prison cell. 4. expression (on one’s face); atti- 
tude: [count]: an aspect of quiet determination. [non- 
count): was gloomy in aspect. 5. [count] the side or sur- 
face facing a given direction: the northern aspect of the 
building. 6. [noncount] a grammatical category for verbs 
that indicates how long the action described is, whether it 
is repeating, if it is beginning, or if it has been com- 
pleted: The progressive aspect in English is indicated by 
a form of the verb “be” plus the -ing form of the main 
verb, as in “I am reading.” —as-pec-tusal (a spek/choo- 
al) /æ'spekt fuwəl/ adj.: the aspectual markers of English 
verb phrases. See -SPEC-. 

as-pen (as/pan) /'æspən/ n. [count] a kind of poplar tree 
of Europe and North America, having leaves that tremble 
in the slightest breeze. 

as-pereiety (ə sper/i tē) /a'speritiy/ n. (noncount) 1. 
harshness or sharpness of tone, temper, or Manner, S€- 
verity: criticized them with some asperity. 2. hardship; 
difficulty; rigor: a climate of great asperity. 

as-per-sion (a spiir/zhan, -shen) /a'sparzon, -Jan/ n. 1. 
[count; usually plural) a damaging and usually false re- 
mark or criticism. —Idiom. 2. cast aspersions on, [~ 
+ obj] to make false or misleading comments damaging 
to someone's reputation: They cast aspersions on his 
qualities as a leader. 

as-phalt (as/folt) /‘asfolt/ n. [noncount] 1. any of sev- 
eral kinds of dark-colored substances mixed with gravel, 
crushed rock, or the like used for paving: They laid the 
asphalt for the driveway. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pave with 
asphalt: asphalted the driveway. 

as-phyxeiea (as fik’sé a) /as'fiksiyo/ n. ([noncount) a 
dangerous condition involving loss of consciousness or 
death, caused by lack of oxygen in the blood, such as 
from suffocation. 

as-phyx-isate (as fik/sē at’) /as'fiksiy,cyt/ v., -ateed, 
-at-ing. 1. [~ + obj} to cause (someone) to lose con- 
sciousness or die by preventing normal breathing, as by 
gas or by smothering: asphyxiated by carbon monoxide 
in the closed garage. 2. [no obj} to die or lose con- 
sciousness in this way: The prisoners all asphyxiated in 
the sealed compartment. —as-phyx-irartion (as fik/se- 
a/shan) /zs,fiksiy'eyfan/ n. lnoncount) 

as-pic (as/pik) /‘aspik/ n. [noncount] a jelly made with 
meat or fish juice, or tomato juice and gelatin, chilled 
and used in molded dishes or as a topping. 

as-pireant (as/par ant, aspirant) /'æspərənt, 
ə'spayêrənt/ n. [count] a person who aspires: numerous 
aspirants for the leader's affections. 

as-pi-rate (v. as/pa rat’; n., adj. -pər it) /v. ‘wspa,reyt; 
n., adj. -pənt v., -rateed, -rat-ing, n., adj. —v. [7 + 
obj} 1. a. to pronounce (a speech sound, esp. a sound 
like p, t, or k) so as to produce a puff of breath, as in the 
t of top: In English the sounds of p, t and k at the begin- 
ning of most words are aspirated. b. to pronounce (the 
beginning of a word or syllable) with an h-sound: The h 
of the word honor is not aspirated, but the h of habit is 
aspirated. 2. a. to remove (a fluid) from a body cavity 
with a long hollow needle: The doctor aspirated flnid 
froni the cyst. b. to inhale (fluid or a foreign body): Small 
children sometimes aspirate foreign bodies such as 
peanuts. —n. [count] 3. a speech sound produced with a 
puff of breath, as initial p, t, or k in English or initial h- 
sounds: The p in English pot is an aspirate, but the p in 
spot is not. —adj. 4. (of a speech sound) pronounced 
with aspiration; aspirated: an aspirate k sound. 
as-pi-ra-tion (as’pa ra’shan) /iœæspə'reyfən/ nm. 1. 
(count) a strong desire; ambition; goal: The presidency 
had been her aspiration since college. 2. (noncount] the 
pronouncing of a speech sound accompanied by a puff of 
breath: Englisli sounds like p.t, or k at the beginning of 
words have aspiration. 3. [noncount] the act of removing 
a fluid from the body with a hollow needle with suction. 
as-pire (ə spi?r/) /a'spay°r/ v. [no obj}, -pired, -pir-ing. 
to long for, aim for, or try to get ambitiously: [~ + to/ 
after + obj): He aspired to literary greatness. [~ + to + 
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verb): She aspired to become a professor. —as-pir/er, 
n. [count] See -SPIR-. 

as-pierin (as/par in, -prin) /'æspərin, -prin/ n., pl. -rin, 
-rins. 1. [noncount] a white substance made from sali- 
cylic acid and used to relieve pain and fever; acetylsali- 
cylic acid. 2. [count] a tablet of aspirin: Take an aspirin. 

aspiring (ə spi°r/ing) /a ‘spay°rin/ adj. [before a noun] 
longing or aiming to be: an aspiring actor. —as:pir/- 
ingly, adv. 

ass’ (as) /æs/ n. [count] 1. Also called donkey. a long- 
eared, slow, sure-footed mammal, related to the horse 
and used chiefly to carry things. 2. a stupid, foolish, or 
stubborn person. 

ass? (as) /æs/ n. [count] Vulgar. 1. the buttocks. 2. the 
rectum. 

as-sail (ə sal/) /o'seyl/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to attack vigor- 
ously or violently; assault: The Marines assailed the en- 
emy stronghold. 2. to attack verbally: The press assailed 
the candidates. 3. to beset: He was assailed by doubts. 
—as-sail/a-ble, adj. 

as-sail-ant (a sd/lant) /ə 'seylant/ n. [count] an attacker: 
Although she was blind she managed to beat off her as- 
sailant in the dark house. 

as-sas-Sin (a sas/in) /o'sesin/ n. [count] someone who 
murders for hire or from fanaticism. 

as-sas-sienate (ə sas/a nat’) /a'sasa,neyt/ v. [~ + obj}, 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to kill (someone) for hire or from 
fanaticism. 2. to harm viciously: to assassinate a person's 
character. —as-sas-Sienattion (a sasa na/shan) 
/p,sesa'neyfan/ n. (noncount; count) 

as-sault (a solt’) /a'solt/ n. 1. [count] a sudden violent 
attack; onslaught: launched an assault on the enemly 
stronghold. 2. Law. an unlawful physical attack upon an- 
other, esp. an attempt or threat to do bodily harm: 
[count]: Several assaults with deadly weapons. [non- 
count]: convicted of assault. 3. [count] RAPE! (defs. 1, 2). 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to make an assault upon: The marines 
assaulted the hilltop. 5. to attack unlawfully; attempt to 
do bodily harm to another: They assaulted the police offi- 
cers. 6. RAPE! (def. 6). 

assault’ ri/fle, n. [count] an automatic rifle that has 
features of a submachine gun. 

assay (v. a sa’; n. as/a, a sd’) /v. æ'sey; n. 'æsey, 
æ'sey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to examine, analyze, or evaluate: 
to assay a situation. 2. to examine and analyze (an ore, 
etc.) to determine how pure it is. —n. [count] 3. an anal- 
ysis of the parts of a substance, esp. to find out the 
amount of metal in an ore or alloy, or the amount of a 
drug in a substance. 

as-sem-blage (a sem/biij) /a'semblid3/ n. 1. [count] a 
group of persons or things: a great assemblage for the 
royal wedding. 2. [noncount] the act of assembling or 
the state of being assembled. 

as-sem:-ble (a sem/bal) /a'sembol/ v., -bled, -bling. 1. 
to come or bring together; gather into one place; meet: 
[no obj}: The crowd assembled in the waiting room. [~ 
+ obj}: The guides assembled the tourists together. 2. 
[~ + obj] to put together; put together the parts of: as- 
sembled model airplanes. See -SEMBLE-. 

asesemebly (ə sem/blé) /a'sembliy/ n., pl. -blies. 1. a 
gathering or coming together of a number of persons: 
[noncount): au assembly of schoolchildren. [count; usu- 
ally singular): A great assembly of people appeared at 
the wedding. 2. [count] a group of persons gathered to- 
gether in this way, as for educational purposes: He ad- 
dressed the assembly promptly at nine o'clock. 3. [Usu- 
ally: Assembly; proper noun) a legislative body, esp. a 
lower house of the law-making body: elected to the As- 
sembly for a term of two years. 4. [noncount] a bugle 
call summoning troops to fall into ranks. 5. [noncount) 
the putting together of parts, as of machinery, from parts 
of standard sizes: assembly of the new bomber. 6. 
[count] a piece of such machinery so assembled: air- 
plane tail assemblies. See -SEMBLE-. 

assem/bly line’, s. (count) an arrangement of ma- 
chines, tools, and workers in which a product is assem- 
bled in order as it is moved along a line by a conveyor 
belt. 

as-sem-bly-man (ə sem/blé man) /a'sembliyman/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a member of a legislative assembly. 

assent (ə sent’) /a'sent/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + to + obj)) 
to agree; give agreement: They assented to that new pro- 
posal. —n. [noncourit] 2. agreement, as to a proposal: 
gave his assent to the plan. See -SENT-. 

as-sert (a srt’) /a'sart/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to state strongly 
or positively; declare strongly: asserted his innocence. [~ 
+ (that) clause]: asserted that he was innocent of the 
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critne. 2. to make a claim to: Minorities are now assert- 
ing their right to be heard. —Idiom. 3. assert oneself, 


to claim one’s rights or declare one's views firmly. 

as-ser-tion (a stir’shan) /o's3rfon/ n. 1. [count] a strong 
declaration, often without support or reason; allegation: 
unfounded assertions. 2. an act of asserting: [noncount): 
the assertion of rights for minorities. (count): an asser- 
tion of power. 

as-ser-tive (ə sûr/tiv) /a's3rtiv/ adj. confidently aggres- 
Sive or self-assured; forceful: an assertive personality. 
—as-ser/tive-ly, adv. —as-ser’tive-ness, n. [noncomne) 

as*Sess (ə ses’) /a'ses/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to estimate offi- 
cially the value of (property) for tax purposes: assessed 
the house at one million dollars. 2. to determine the 
amount of (damages, etc.): The insurance adjustor as- 
sessed the dainage at $1,000. 3. to impose a tax or 
other charge on: to assess the chib members for 
expenses. 4. to evaluate the importance or character of: 
They met to assess the crisis. See -sess-. 

as-sessement (ə ses/mənt) /ə 'sesmant/ n. [connt] 1. 
the act or process of assessing: a quick assessment of 
the situation. 2. the amount of money that a piece of 
property or some item is judged to be worth. 

as*ses-sor (ə ses/ar) /d 'sesər/ n. [count] a person who 
assesses the value of property, taxes, valuables, etc. See 
-SESS-. 

asset (as/et) /‘wset/ n. [count] 1. a useful and desirable 
thing or quality: nath skilt is an asset in business. 2. 
assets, [pfura/] a. the total resources of a person or 
business. b. the items listed on a balance sheet, esp. in 
relation to liabilities and capital. c. all property available 
to pay debts. 

as-¢sid-u-ous (ə sij/d0 as) /y's1d3uwos/ adj. 1. diligent: 
assiduous studying. 2. working diligently at a task; indus- 
trious: an assiduous student. —as-sid/u-ous-ly, adv. 
—as-sid/u-ous-ness, n. [noncount] See -siv-. 

as-sign (ə sin’) /a'sayn/ v. 1. to give out; allocate: [~ + 
obj): They assigned rooms at the hotel, [~ + obj + obj): 
They assigned us a room. [~ + obj + to + obj): They 
assigned a room to us. 2. to give out or announce as a 
task: [~ + Obj]: assigned his best man to the HO [~+ 
obj (+ to + obj): The teacher assigned a tot of home- 
work (to the class). [~ + obj + obj]: The teacher as- 
signed thein a lot of hornework. [~ + obj + to + verb): 
They assigned a guard to watch. 3. [~ + obj + to] to 
appoint to a post or duty: They assigned her to the day 
shift. 4. [~ + obj] to designate; name; specify: Let's as- 
sign a day for a meeting. 5. [~ + obj] to give as a rea- 
son: to assign a cause to certain unexplained events. See 
-SIGN-. 

as-sig-na-tion (as/ig na/shan) /,wsig'neyfon/ n. [count] 
an appointment for a meeting, esp. of lovers. See -siGn-. 

as-sign-ment (ə sin’mant) /ə'saynmənt/ n. [count] 1. 
something assigned: the homework assignments. 2. a 
position to which one is appointed: an assigninent as 
ambassador to France. 

as-sim-i-late (ə sim/a lat’) /a'sima,leyt/ v., -lateed, -lats 
ing. 1. [~ + obj] to take in and use as one’s own: ab- 
sorb; understand: He tried to assimilate new ideas. 2. a. 
[no obj] (of a person from a different background) to ad- 
just (oneself) to the dominant cultural group or national 
culture: The immigrants assimilated rapidly. b. [~ + obj 
(+ into + obj)) to bring (people from a different back- 
ground) into a more dominant cultural group or national 
culture: Guest workers need to be assimilated into that 
country. 3. [~ + obj] to convert to substances suitable 
for use: to assimilate food. —as-sim-irla-tion (3 sim/s- 
lā/shən) /d,sima'leyfan/ n. [noncount] See -simit-. 

assist (ə sist’) /o'sist/ v. 1. to give support or aid (to); 
help: [~ + obj]: She assisted me with my homework. 
[no obj; (~ + in/with + obj)): He was asked to assist 
with the investigation. —n. [count] 2. (in sports) a play or 
pass helping a teammate to score or put out an oppo- 
nent: The basketbalt player had eight assists. 3. a helpful 
act: He needed an assist when he was upset like that. 
—as-sis’tance, n. [noncount] See -sist-. —Related 
Words. assist is a verb and a noun, ASSISTANT and ASSIS- 
TANCE are NOUNS, ASSISTANT Can also be used as an adjec- 
tive: They ran forward to assist her. He needed an assist 
with the heavy packages. He is the doctor's assistant. She 
needed assistance getting out of bed. She is an assistant 
Professor. 

as-sis-tant (ə sis/tant) /a'sistant/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who assists; helper: was an assistant to the manager. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. serving in a subordinate posi- 
tion: an assistant secretary. 


assertion to astonish 


as-sizes (a siz/oz) /a'sayzaz/ n. [phiral] (in England) trial 
sessions held regularly by a high court. 

assn. or Assn., an abbreviation of: association. 

assoc., an abbreviation of: 1. associate. 2. associated. 
3. association. 

aS-So-Ccieate (v. 3 SO/shé At’, -sé-: n., adj., -it, -at/) /v. 
a'sowfiy eyt, -siy-; n., adj., -It, -,eyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, 
n, adj. —v. 1. [~ + obj + with + obj] to connect or 
bring together in the mind: / associate rainy days with 
spring, 2. [~ + oneself + with + obj] to connect or 
commit (oneself) as a colleague with another or with a 
group: He refused to associate hitnself with cheats. 3. to 
unite; combine: [~ + obj): Coat was associated with 
Shale. [no obj): Coat and shale that associate in layers. 
4. [~ + with + obj) to keep company as a friend, com- 
panion, or ally: wouldn't allow her to associate with any- 
one who smoked or drank. 5. [no obj] to join together 
as partners or colleagues: The two groups associated to 
form a politicat party. —n. [count] 6. a person who 
Shares actively in an enterprise; co-worker. —adj. [before 
a noun) 7. connected or related, esp. as a colleague: an 
associate judge on the court. 8. having subordinate sta- 
tus: an associate member of the staff See -soc-. 
—Related Words. associate is a noun, a verb, and an 
adjective, association is a noun: She is an associate of 
mine. She associates with a nice group of people. She is 
an associate professor. We joined a neighborhood asso- 
ciation to help fight crine. 

aS*SO-Cieartion (a sd/sé ā/shən, -shé-) /3,sowsiy'eyfon, 
-fiy-/ n. 1. [count] an organization of people with a com- 
mon purpose: an alumni association. 2. [noncount] the 
act Of associating or the state of being associated: / 
learned from tny association with them. 3. [count] an 
idea suggested by or connected with something else: 
Thinking of the smalt town I grew up in evokes many 
pleasant associations. See -soc-. 

as-sort-ement (ə sdért/mant) /o'sortmoant/ n. [count] a 
collection of various kinds of things; mixed collection. 
—as-sort/ed, adj. 

asst., an abbreviation of: assistant. 

asesume (ə socom’) /ə'suwm/ v. [~ + obj], -sumed, 
-sum-ing. 1. to take for granted without proof; suppose: 
fo assume that everyone wants peace. 2. to take upon 
oneself: to assume responsibility. 3. to take over the du- 
ties or responsibilities of: to assume the office of treas- 
urer. 4. to pretend to have or be; feign: to assurne a 
humble manner. —as-sump-tion (ə sump/shsn) 
/3'sampfan/ u. (count; noncount) See -sum-. 

as-Sure (ə shoor’) /a'fur/ v. [~ + obj], -sured, -sur-ing. 
1. to declare positively or confidently to: She assured us 
that everything would be alt right. 2. to make (a future 
event) sure; guarantee: This contract assures the compa- 
nys profit this rnonth. 3. to give confidence to; reassure. 
4. Chiefly Brit. to insure against loss. —as-sur/ance, n. 
(count; noncount) 

as-ter (as/tar) /'æstər/ n. (count) a plant having rays of 
white, pink, or blue around a yellow disk. See -ASTRO-. 

as-ter-isk (as/ta risk) /‘wstorisk/ n. [count] a symbol (*), 
used as a reference mark or to indicate omission, doubt- 
ful matter, etc. See -astro-. 

aestern (ə stûrn/) /o'starn/ adv. 1. ina position behind a 
specified vessel: The subinarine was astern of its target. 
2. at the back part of a ship: The fookouts went astern. 
3. in a backward direction: The tug towed the barge 
astern to the shipyard. 

as-ter-oid (as/ta roid’) /'wsta,royd/ n. [count] any of the 
small, solid bodies that revolve about the sun in orbit 
chiefly between Mars and Jupiter. See -astro-. 

asthema (az/ma, as/-) /'æzmə, 'æs-/ n. [noncount) a 
breathing disorder often caused by an allergic reaction 
and characterized by spasms in the lungs, wheezing, and 
difficulty in breathing out. 

asth-mateic (az mat/ik, as-) /wz 'mætuk, æs-/ n. [count] 
1. a person who suffers from asthma. —adj. 2. suffering 
from or caused by asthma. 

a-stig-ma-tism (a stig/mə tiz/am) /a'stugmsd,tizom/ n. a 
failure of the eye to see properly because parallel rays of 
light from the outside image do not line up and meet at 
a single point on the retina: [noncount): has astiginatisin 
in one eye. (count; usually singular): had a slight astig- 
matism. —as-tig-mat-ic (as’tig matik) /æstig'mætk/ 
adj. 

aestir (ə stiir’) /ə'star/ adj. [be + ~] 1. being active; 
lively: Suddenly the class was astir with interest. 2. out of 
bed: awake and astir before dawn. 

as-ton-ish (ə ston/ish) /a'stontf/ v. [~ + obj) to fill with 
sudden wonder; amaze: The sudden victory astonished 
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everybody. — Related Words. ASTONISH is a verb, AS- 
TONISHED and ASTONISHING are adjectives, ASTONISHMENT is 
a noun: The tricks astonished the kids. The astonished 
onlookers gasped in amazement. The astonishing tricks 
entertained us for quite a while. You could see the look 
of astonishment on their faces. 

as-ton-ished (ə ston/isht) /o'stpnift/ adj. very surprised 
or amazed: The astonished students couldn't believe they 
had all failed the physics test. 

as-toneieshing (a ston/i shing) /a'stont fin/ adj. causing 
great surprise or amazement: an astonishing victory. 

as-ton-ishement (ə ston/ish meant) /a'stonif: mont/ n. 
[noncount) a feeling of great surprise or amazement. 

as-tound (ə stound’) /a'stawnd/ v. [~ + obj] to over- 
whelm with amazement; astonish: We were astounded by 
this amazing feat. 

as-tound-ing (ə stoun/ding) /a'stawndin/ adj. causing 
great amazement or surprise; astonishing: an astounding 
feat of strength. —as-tound/ingsly, adv. 

as-tra-khan (as/tra kən, -kan’) /'æstrəkən, -kæn/ n. 
[noncount] the tightly curled black or gray wool of lambs 
that come from Astrakhan, a Russian city, used for gar- 
ments. 

as-tral (as/tral) /'æstrəl/ adj. of, concerning, or resem- 
bling stars: astral bodies. —as/tralely, adv. 

astray (a stra’) /a'strey/ adv. 1. off the correct or 
known path or route; lost: The letter must have gone 
astray. 2. away into error, confusion, or undesirable ac- 
tion or thought: Wicked companions led her astray. 
—adj. [be + ~]3. lost: / was astray and couldn't find my 
way. 4. confused; in error: was astray in those catcula- 
tions. : 

a-stride (ə strid’) /o'strayd/ prep. 1. with a leg on each 
side of; straddling: rode astride the horse. 2. on both 
sides of: Budapest lies astride a river. —adv. 3. in a pos- 
ture of striding or straddling: riding astride. 
as-trin-gent (a strin/jant) /a'strind3zont/ adj. 1. causing 
the skin to contract or tighten; styptic: astringent lotion. 
2. harshly biting; severe: astringent criticism. —n. 
[count] 3. an astringent substance: Apply an astringent to 


the cut. —asetrin’gen-cy, n. [noncount]) —as-trin’- 
gent-ly, adv. 
-astro-, root. -astro-, or -aster-, comes from Greek, 


where it has the meanings “star; heavenly body; outer 
space.” These meanings are found in such words as: AS- 
TER, ASTERISK, ASTEROID, ASTROLOGY, ASTRONOMY, ASTRONAUT, 
ASTRONAUTICS, DISASTER. 

as-tro-labe (as/tra !ab’) /‘wstra,leyb/ n. [count] an as- 
tronomical instrument used in ancient times to deter- 
mine the position of the sun or stars. See -ASTRO-. 

as-trol-o-gy (ə strol’a jé) /a'stroladziy/ n. [noncount] 
the belief that heavenly bodies influence human affairs; 
the study of such influence. —as-trol/o-ger, as-troVo- 
gist, n. [count] —as-tro-log-i-cal (as/tra loj/i kal) /,@xs- 
tra'Ind3ikal/ adj. See -ASTRO-. 

as-tro-naut (as/tra not’, -not’) /‘wstro,not, -,not/ n. 
[count] a person trained for space fight. See -ASTRO-, 
-NAUT-. 

as-trosnaurtics (as/tra nO/tiks, -not/iks) /astra'notiks, 
-‘notiks/ n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the sci- 
ence and technology of space flight. See -ASTRO-. 

as-tron-o-mer (ə strona mər) /a'stronomar/ n. [count] 
a person who studies the moon, planets, stars, and the 
universe. See -ASTRO-. 

as-tro-nomei-cal (as/tro nomi kəl) /,stro'nomikol/ 
also as/tro-nom/ic, adj. 1. [usually: before a noun) of, 
relating to, or connected with astronomy. 2. huge: astro- 
noniical debts. —as/tro-nom/i-cal-ly, adv. 
astronomical u/nit, s. [count] a unit of length, equal 
to the distance of the earth from the sun: about 935 mil- 
lion miles (150 million km). Abbr.: AU 

as-tron-o-my (a stron’a mē) /a'stronomiy/ n. [non- 
count) the science that deals with the moon, planets, 
stars, and the universe beyond earth. See -Nom-!, -AS- 
TRO-. 

as-tro-physeics (as/trō fiz’iks) /wstrow'fiziks/ n. [non- 
count; used witli a singular verb) the branch of astron- 
omy that deals with the physical properties of celestial 
bodies and the interaction between matter and radiation. 

as-tro-phys-i-cist (as/trō fiz7a sist) /wstrow'fizasist/ 

n. (count) 

as-tute (ə stoot/, ə styoot’) /a'stuwt, ə'styuwt/ adj. 1. 
very perceptive; wise: an astute arialysis of our problems. 
2. crafty; quick to see an advantage: ar astute politician. 

as-tute/ly, adv. —as-tute/ness, 1. (roncotit) 

a-sun-der (ə sun/dar) /ə'sandər/ adv. into separate 
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parts; in or into pieces; apart: The curtains were torn 
asunder. 

aesy-lum (a si/lam) /a'saylom/ n. 1. [count] (esp. for- 
merly) an institution for the care esp. of the mentally ill, 
orphans, or the poor. 2. [noncount] protection given to a 
person or group, esp. political refugees. 3. a place of 
safety or refuge: [moncount): He sought asylum far from 
his native land. [count]: countries that were asylums for 
refugees. 

asymmetric (ā/^sə metrik) /,eysa'metrik/ also 
a’/sym-met/ri-cal, adj. having two sides or halves that 
are differently shaped: an asymmetrical pattern. 
—a-sym-me-try (4 sim/i tré) /ey'simitriy/ n. [noncount) 

at (at; unstressed at, it) /æt; unstressed Ət, ıt prep. 1. 
(used to indicate a point, place, or location, as an ad- 
dress): We met at the library. 2. (used to indicate a point 
of time): /¢ happened at midnight. 3. (used to indicate a 
location or position on a scale, or in order): The temper- 
ature is at zero. 4. (used to indicate an occurrence or 
when something happens): At low tide the waves arent 
dangerous. 5. (used to indicate amount, degree, or rate): 
went at great speed. 6. (used to indicate a direction, 
goal, or an attempt to do something or reach some- 
thing): Look at that; aimed at the target. 7. (used to indi- 
cate occupation or involvement): watching the children at 
play. 8. (used to indicate a state or condition): at peace 
with the world. 9. (used to indicate how something is 
done or accomplished): They held me up at gunpoint. 
10. (used to indicate a cause or source): amazed at his 
skill. 11. (used to indicate relative quality or value): tt 
sell it to you at cost. 

atavism (at/a viz/am) /xto,vizom/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the reappearance in an individual of characteristics, 
feelings, or behavior like those of some earlier ancestor. 
2. Also, at-a-vist (at/a vist) /'ætə vist/. [count] an individ- 
ual who behaves this way; throwback. —at/a-vis/tic, adj. 

ate (at) /eyt/ v. the pt. of EAT. 

-ate, suffix. 1. -ate is used to form adjectives with the 
meaning “showing; full of’: passion + -ate ~ passionate 
(= showing passion); consider + -alte ~ considerate (= 
showing the action of considering); literate. 2. -ate is 
used to form verbs with the meaning “cause to become 
(like); act as“: regular + -ate ~ regulate (= make regu- 
lar, act by rule); active + -ate ~ activate (= cause to be- 
come active); hyphenate; calibrate. 3. -ate is used to 
form nouns with the meanings: a. a group of people: 
elector + -ate ~ electorate (= group who elect). b. an 
area ruled by: caliph (a kind of ruler) + -ate ~ caliphate 
(= area ruled by a caliph); protector + -ate ~ protector- 
ate (= area ruled by a protecting nation). c. the office, 
institution, or function of: consul + -ate ~ consulate; 
magistrate; potentate. 

atelier (atl ya’) /,ztl'yey/ n. [count] a workshop or 
studio, esp. of an artist, artisan, or designer. 

a-the-ism (4/thé iz’am) /‘ey8iy,izam/ n. [noncount) the 
doctrine or belief that there is no God. —a/the-ist, n. 
[count] —a/the-ist/ic, adj. See -THEO-. 

-athl-, root. -athl- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “contest, prize.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ATHLETE, ATHLETICS, PENTATHLON. 

ath-lete (ath/lét) /wxOliyt/ n. [count] a person trained or 
skilled in athletics. See -aTHL-. —-Related Words. ATH- 
LETE iS a noun, ATHLETIC is an adjective, ATHLETICS is a 
noun: The Olympic athletes came from all over the 
world. She took part in an athletic competition. Athletics 
is an important part of the school’s program. 

ath/lete’s foot’, n. [noncount] ringworm of the feet. 

ath-let-ic (ath let/ik) /wO'letik/ adj. 1. physically active 
and strong; good at athletics or sports: an athletic child. 
2. [before a noun) of, like, or involving an athlete; for 
athletics: an athletic field. —ath-let/i-cal-ely, adv. See 
-ATHL-. 

ath-let-ics (ath let/iks) /xO'letiks/ n. 1. (plural; used 
with a plural verb] athletic sports, such as running, row- 
ing, or boxing. 2. [noncount; used with a singular verb] 
the practice of athletic exercises or principles: Athletics 
produces world-class competitors. See -ATHL-. 

-ation, suffix. -ation is attached to some verbs or adjec- 
tives (some of which end in -ate) to form nouns, with the 
meaning “state or process of’: starve + -ation ~ starva- 
tion (= condition of starving); separate + -ation ~ sepa- 
ration (= state of being separate). 

-ative, suffix. -ative is attached to some verbs (some of 
which end in -aTE) and nouns to form adjectives: regulate 
+ -ative ~ regulative (= with the power to regulate); 
norni (= rule) + -ative ~ normative (= having rules). 

atlas (at/las) /'ætləs/ n. [count] a book or bound collec- 
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ject: a world atlas; a road atlas. 

ATM, an abbreviation of: automated-teller machine. See 
illustration at BANK. 

at-mos-phere (at/mas fér’) /etmas,fiar/ n. 
a. [usually singular; usually: the + ~] the gases sur- 
rounding the earth; the air. b. the gases surrounding a 
planet, esp. the earth; air. 2. [count] (in science) a unit 
of pressure, equal to the normal pressure of the air at 
sea level, about 14.7 pounds per square inch. 3. [count] 
a Surrounding mood that seems to fill a place, event, or 
Situation: an atmosphere of tension filled the classroom. 
4. [noncount) a distinctive quality; Character: The room 
has a cozy atinosphere. —at-mos-pher-ic (at/mas fer/ik, 
-fer/-) /ætməs'ferik, -'fior-/ adj. 

at-mos-pher-ics (at/mas fer/iks, -fér/-) /wetmos'feriks, 
-'fiər-/ n. 1. (phirat; used with a Plurat verb) radio noise 
Caused by natural electromagnetic disturbances in the at- 
mosphere. 2. [noncount; used with a Singular verb) the 
Study of such phenomena: Atmospherics is an inportant 
part of atinosphere studies. 3. (phirat: used with a plurat 
verb] the mood that a place or situation seems to have 
or to cause: The atmospherics were electrifying at the 
boxing match. 

at. no., an abbreviation of: atomic number. 

at-oll (at/ôl, -ol, -dl) /‘etol, -bl, -owl/ n. [count] a ring- 
shaped coral reef surrounding a lagoon. 

atom (atam) /'ætom/ n. [count] 1. a. the smallest part 
of an element that still has the chemical properties of the 
element. b. this part of an element as the source of nu- 
clear energy. 2. a very small quantity: There was not 
even an atom of truth in that remark. See -TOmM-. 

a-tomeic (ə tonik) /ə'tpmik/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of, 
relating to, resulting from, or using atoms, atomic en- 
ergy, or atomic bombs. 2. existing as free, uncombined 
atoms: atomic hydrogen. —a-tom/i-cal-ly, adv. See 
-TOM-. 

atom/ic bomb/ or at’om bomb, n. [count] a bomb 
whose power comes from Splitting atoms of certain 
elements. Also called A-bomb. 

atom/ic clock’, n. [count] an extremely accurate clock 
that uses the frequency of atoms of certain substances, 
as Cesium, to regulate its speed. 

atom/ic en/ergy, n. [noncount) the energy released 
by reactions in the atoms of certain elements; nuclear 
energy. 

atom/ic mass’ or atom/ic weight’, n. [count] the 
mass of an atom that counts the number of protons and 
neutrons in its nucleus. 

atomic num/ber, n. [count] the number of protons in 
the nucleus of an atom of an element. 

at-om-ize (at/a miz’) /'xto,mayz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, 
-izeing. 1. to reduce (a liquid) to fine particles or spray: 
to atomize a perfume. 2. to destroy (ą target) with nu- 
Clear weapons. 3. to split or divide (a group) into many 
sections, parts, or pieces. —at-om-i-za-tion (at’a mi za/- 
shan) /,etami'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 

at-om-iz-er (at’a mi/zer) /ato,mayzor/ n. [count] a de- 
vice that reduces liquids to a fine spray. 

a-ton-al (a tōn/l) /ey'townl/ adj. marked by atonality. 
See -TOn-. 

a-to-nal-i-ty (4/16 nali tē) /cytow ‘nah tiy/ n. [non- 
count] music that does not rely on tonal centers or keys. 

a-tone (ə ton’) /a'town/ v. [~ + for + obj), a-toned, 
a-ton-ing. to make amends, as for an offense or sin. 

a-tone-ment (ə tōn/mənt) /o'townmont/ n. [noncount] 
l. an act or instance of atoning: atonement for murder. 
2. [sometimes: the Atonement] the Christian doctrine 
that God and humankind were reconciled by the suffering 
of Christ. 

a-top (ə top’) /a'top/ prep. on the top of: atop a hilt. 

-ator, suffix. -ator is attached to verbs ending in -ATE to 
form nouns, with the meaning “person or thing that does 
Or performs (the action of the verb)”: agitate + -ator 7 
agitator (= person who agitates; tnachine that agitales), 
vibrate + -ator ~ vibrator (= thing that vibrates); narra- 
tor; generator; mediator; incubator. 

atrieum (4/tré am) /'cytriyam/ n. [count], ph artriea 
(atre ə) /'cytriyo/ aetri-ums. 1. a. a central courtyard 
open to the sky, or a lobby with a skylight. b. the main or 
central room of an ancient Roman house, open to the 
sky at the center. 2. a hollow space in the body, esp. one 
of the two upper chambers of the heart. —a/tri-al, adj. 
a-tro-cious (ə trd/shas) /a'trowfas/ adj. 1. terribly 
wicked, cruel, or brutal: an atrocious crime. 2. very bad 
Or tasteless; abominable; appalling: atrocious table 


1. [count] 


[noncount) 

a-troc-i-ty (ə tros/i tē) /a'trositiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the quality or state of being atrocious; brutal be- 
havior. 2. [count] an atrocious act, thing, or circum- 
Stance. 

at-ro-phy (a/tra fē) l'aætrofiy/ n, v., -phied, -phy-ing. 
=n. [noncount] 1. a wasting away of the body, as from 
poor nutrition, nerve damage, or disuse. —y. [no obj) 2. 
to undergo atrophy; wither; degenerate: Fis crippted teg 
began to atrophy with no exercise. 3. to become weak- 
ened; decline: Industry atrophied in bad econornic times. 
—at/ro-phied, adj. 

att., an abbreviation of: 1. attached. 2. attention. 3. at- 
torney. 

at-tach (ə tach’) /a'twtf/ v. 1. to fasten or affix; join; 
connect: [~ + obj): to attach papers with a staple. [~ + 
obj + to + obj): She attached the check to the tax form. 
2. [~ + obj + to + obj) to join in action or function; 
make part of: He attached hirnsetf to the gang. 3. [~ + 
obj + to + obj] to place on temporary duty with a mili- 
tary unit: + was attached to the air division. 4. [ae obj 
+ to + obj) to include as a condition of something: One 
proviso is attached to this agreernent: you must telt no 
one about it. 5.[~ + obj + to + obj] to connect: attrib- 
ute: / wouldn't attach any significance to his remark. 6. 
[~ + obj] to take (persons or property) by legal author- 
ity: attached part of his paycheck. 7. [~ + to + obj] to 
adhere; belong: No blame attaches to hin. 

at-ta-ché (a ta sha’, at/s-) fete'fey, ætə-/ n. [count], 
pt. -chés. a diplomatic official or a military officer as- 
signed to an embassy, esp. in a technical Capacity. 

attaché’ case’, n. (count) a flat, usually stiff briefcase 
for Carrying business papers, documents, etc. 

at-tached (ə tacht’) /a 'tætft/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + to] 
fond of: She is deeply attached to her family. 2. married 
or otherwise committed to another: bachelors and others 
not yet attached. | 

at-tach-ment (ə tach’meant) /o'tatfmont/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act of attaching or the state of being attached. 
2. [noncount) a feeling that binds one to a cause; strong 
belief in something; devotion: Strong attachment to reli- 
gion. 3. [count] a feeling of fondness or devotion to 
someone or something: began to feet an attachment to 
her new car. 4. (count) something that attaches to some- 
thing else; something fastened or tied on. 5. [noncount) 
the act of seizing property by legal authority. 

at-tack (a tak’) /a'teek/ v. 1. to attempt to harm in an 
aggressive way; begin fighting with: [~ + obj): The dog 
attacked the prowler. [no obj): The mugger attacked and 
ran away. 2. to begin hostilities against: [~ + obj): We 
attacked the enemy. [no obj): The enemy may attack at 
dawn. 3. [~ + obj] to blame or criticize severely: The 
politician attacked his opponent's ideas. 4. [~ + obj] to 
set about doing or working on vigorously: The Starving 
man attacked the meat. 5. [~ + obj] (of disease, poison, 
etc.) to begin to affect; harm: That disease attacks the 
brain cells. —n. 6. the act of attacking; assault: [count]: 
Severat attacks took place at night. [noncount)]: The vil- 
lage came under attack froin the air. 7. [count] an epi- 
sode of suffering from a disease or other condition: a 
heart attack. 8. [count] an experiencing of some sensa- 
tion or response: an attack of rernorse. —at-tack/er, n. 
[connt] 

at-tain (ə tan’) /a'teyn/ v. [~ + obj] to come to or ar- 
rive at; gain; achieve: fo attain one’s goals. —at-tain-a+ 
bil-iety (ə ta’na bili tē) /a,teyna'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt] 
—at-tain’a-ble, adj. —at-tain/er, n. [count] See -TaIn-. 

at-tain-ment (ə tān/mənt) /o'teynmont/ m. 1. [non- 
count} the act or process of attaining: the attainment of 
independence. 2. [count] something attained; achieve- 
ment; accomplishment: professional attainments. 

at-tar (at/ar) /'ætər/ n. [noncount] a perfume or oil ob- 
tained from flowers or petals. 

at-tempt (ə tempt’) /o'tempt/ v. 1. to make an effort at; 
try; undertake: [~ + obj): They atternpted a tong hike. 
[~ + to + verb): wiff attempt to finish the race. [~ + 
verb-ing): She attempted walking across the tightrope. 
=n. [count] 2. an effort made to accomplish something: 
The sketch was iny first atternpt. 3. an attack or assault: 
An attempt was made on his life. 

at-tend (ə tend’) /a'tend/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to be present 
at: Children attend schoot each day. 2. to go with or hap- 
pen as a result; accompany: [~ + obj]: Fever may attend 
the flu. {~ + orvupon + obj): The events that attended 
on the assassination were mysterious. 3. to take care 
(0f; look after; deal with: [~ + Obj): The nurse was at- 
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tending her patient. [~ + to + obj]: We were attending 
to the burn victinis. 4. to wait upon; accompany Or serve: 
[~ + obj]: The retainers attended their lord. [~ + to + 
obj]: The salespeople couldn't attend to alt the customers 
at once. [~ + upon + obj): They had to attend upon the 
queen. 5. to pay attention; give care or thought to: [no 
obj}: Attend closely while the teacher is speaking. [~ + 
to + obj): Be sure to attend to your work. See -TEND-. 

at-tend-ance (ə ten/dans) /o'tendans/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act of attending: Regular attendance in class counts 
toward your grade. 2. (count; singular] the number of 
persons present: a big attendance at last night's game. 
3. in attendance, a. present: How many people were in 
attendance? b. able to look after or care for someone: A 
doctor was in attendance. 

at-tend-ant (a ten’dant) /a'tendant/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who waits on, cares for, or looks after someone or 
something. —adj. [before a noun) 2. being present or in 
attendance; accompanying: the champion with his at- 
tendant admirers. 3. associated; related: poverty and its 
attendant hardships. 

attention (n. ə ten/shan; inter. ə ten/shun/) /n. 
a'tenfan; interj. a,ten!fan/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
using the mind to concentrate on something: listening 
with rapt attention to the speech. 2. [noncount] thought- 
ful consideration with a view to action: / promise to give 
that matter my personal attention. 3. [noncount) kind- 
ness, courtesy, or high regard: lavished attention on the 
guests. 4. attentions, [phiral acts of courtesy or devo- 
tion that show affection: fHittle attentions he bestowed on 
his wife. 5. [noncount] a position of standing with body 
erect, eyes forward, arms to the sides, and heels to- 
gether. —interj. 6. (used as a command to come to a 
position of attention). 7. pay attention (to), give full 
thought, consideration, or notice to: [n0 obj]: Pay atten- 
tion while I show you what to do. [pay + ~ + to + obj}: 
Pay attention to your driving! 

atten’tion def/icit disor/der, n. [noncount) a disor- 
der characterized by the inability to concentrate on tasks, 
by impulsiveness, and often overactivity. 

at-ten-tive (ə ten/tiv) /o ‘tentrv/ adj. 1. showing atten- 
tion: attentive students. 2. thoughtful of others; polite: 
was attentive to his aging mother. —at-ten/tive-ly, adv. 
—at-ten/tiveeness, n. (noncount] 

at-ten-urate (a ten/yoo At’) /a'tenyuw,cyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to reduce in force, intensity, effect, or 
strength; weaken: to attenuate desire. 2. to make thin. 
—at-ten/u-a/tion, n. (noncount) 

at-test (ə test’) /o'test/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to bear witness 
to, esp. Officially: / can attest the truth of her statement. 
2. to give proof or evidence of: [~ + to + obj]: | can at- 
test to her reliability. [~ + obj): This essay attests your 
writing ability. See -TEST-. 

attestation (at/es ta’shan) /,wtes'teyfon/ n. [count] a 
statement officially sworn to be true; testimony. 

at-tic (at/ik) /‘wtrk/ n. [count] the part of a building, esp. 
of a house, directly under a roof. 

at-tire (ə ti®r’) /o'tay°r/ v., -tired, -tir-ing, n. —v. [1su- 
ally: be attired] 1. to dress, array, or adorn, esp. for fancy 
occasions or ceremonies. —n. [noncount) 2. clothes, 
esp. rich or splendid garments. 

attitude (at/i tood’, -tyood’) /‘wti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. 
[count] 1. manner or way one thinks about, behaves to- 
ward, or feels toward someone or something: a cheerful 
attitude. 2. position or posture of the body: knelt in a 
prayerful attitude. 3. the way in which an aircraft is lined 
up esp. with respect to the horizon. 4. [usually: an + 7] 
Slang. a testy, uncooperative disposition: has too much 
attitide and not enough ability. —at/tietu/di-nal (at/i- 
tood/n l, -tyood/-) /wtr'tuwdnl, -'tyuwd-/ adj. 
at-ti-tu-di-nize (at/i tood/n iz’, -tyood/-) 
/eti'tuwdn,ayz, -'tyuwd-/ v. [no obj], -nized, -niz-ing. to 
assume a pretended mental attitude: Stop attitudinizing 
and tell us what you really think. 

attn., an abbreviation of: attention. 

at-tor-ney (Ə ttir/né) /a'tsrniy/ n. [count], pl. -neys. a 
lawyer. 

attor/ney gen/eral, n. [count], pi. attorneys gen- 
eral, attorney generals. (often caps.) the chief law offi- 
cer of a country or state and head of its legal depart- 
ment. 

attract (ə trakt’) /o'trakt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to cause to 
approach or come near; pull: Magnets attract metal ob- 
jects. 2. to draw by appealing to the emotions or senses: 
The hearings attracted a lot of publicity. —at-trac/tor, n. 
[count] See -TRAC-. Related Words. attract is a 
verb, ATTRACTIVE is an adjective, ATTRACTION is a noun: 
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Magnets attract iron or steel. That actress is very attrac- 
tive. A feeling of attraction came over her when she met 
him. 

attractant (ə trak/tont) /ə'træktənt/ n. [count] a sub- 
stance, usually a chemical, that attracts; lure. 

at-trac-tion (ə trak’shan) /o'trakfon/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act, power, or property of attracting. 2. [noncount) 
attractive quality; magnetic charm: exerted a great attrac- 
tion over the crowd. 3. [count] a characteristic or quality 
that provides pleasure; attractive feature: tourist attrac- 
tions. 4. [noncount] the electric or magnetic force that 
acts between oppositely charged bodies. See -TRAC-. 

attractive (ə trak/tiv) /o'traktiv/ adj. 1. providing 
pleasure or delight, esp. in appearance OF manner; 
charming: an attractive personality; an attractive face. 2. 
arousing interest; appealing: an attractive idea. 3. having 
the quality of attracting: the attractive power of gravity. 
—at-trac/tive-ly, adv. —at-trac/tive-ness, n. [non- 
count] See -TRAC-. 

at-trib-uteable (ə trib’ya ta bal) /ə 'tribyo to bal/ adj. 
[be + ~ + to] likely to have been caused by: Some mis- 
takes were attributable to fatigue and human error. 

at-trib-ute (v. ə trib/yoot; n. a/trə byoot’) /v. a'tribyuwt, 
n. \wtra,;byuwt/ v., -uteed, -ut-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj + 
to + obj) 1. to consider that something is the result of 
something else: She attributes his bad temper to TH 
health. 2. to believe that a person or thing has a certain 
quality or characteristic: /f is a mistake to attribute too lit- 
tle intelligence to one’s colleagues. 3. to reckon as cre- 
ated by an indicated source: attributed the play to Shake- 
speare, attributed the remarks to me. —n. [count] 4. a 
quality or property believed to belong to a person Or 
thing: Sensitivity is one of his attributes. —at/tri-bu/tion, 
n. (noncount): Those remarks are not for attribution, so 
you may not identify the speaker. 

at-trib-u-tive (ə trib/yə tiv) /a'tribyotrv/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to an adjective or noun that comes directly before 
a noun it modifies. The adjective sunny in the noun 
phrase a sunny day is attributive, and so Is the noun tele- 
vision in the phrase a television screen. —n. [count] 2. 
an attributive word. —at-trib/uctivesly, adv. 

at-tri-tion (ə trish’an) /ə'trıfən/ n. [noncount) 1. a re- 
duction or decrease in numbers, size, or strength: a 
gradual attrition in enrollment of foreign students. 2. a 
wearing down or weakening of resistance as a result of 
continuous pressure: a war of attrition. 3. a gradual re- 
duction in work force resulting usually from retirements, 
resignations, and deaths. 

attuned (ə toond’, ə tyoond’) /a'tuwnd, o'tyuwnd/ adj. 
[be + ~ + to] 1. being in harmony with; well-adjusted 
to: She was attuned to country living. My ears were not 
attuned to the sound of gunfire. 2. keenly alert to: af- 
tuned to any criticism. 

atty., an abbreviation of: attorney. 

ATV, an abbreviation of: all-terrain vehicle, a vehicle, 
usually with three large wheels, designed to be used in 
areas where normal vehicles cannot be driven. 

a-twit-ter (ə twit/ar) /o'twitor/ adj. [be + ~] excited; 
alert: The audience was all atwitter with anticipation. 

at. wt., an abbreviation of: atomic weight. 

a-typeircal (4 tip/i kal) /ey'trprkol/ also aetyp/ic, adj. 
not typical; unusual: an atypical reaction for such a calm - 
man, —artyp/iccalely, adv. See -TYPE-. 

aueburn (6/barn) /‘oborn/ n. [noncount] 1. a reddish 
brown color. —adj. 2. of this color: auburn hair. 

au courant (6/ kõó ran’) /,ow ku'ra/ adj. 1. [be + 7 
up-to-date: Those fashions are au courant. 2. [be + ~ 
+ with] fully aware or familiar: is au courant with the lat- 
est trends. 

auc-tion (ôk/shən) /əkfən/ n. [count] 1. Also called 
public sale. a publicly held sale at which property or 
goods are sold to the highest bidder: [count]: They hetd 
an auction to get rid of the equipment in the barn. [non- 
count): They sold the house at auction. —v. 2. to sell by 
auction: [~ + obj]: The bank auctioned the houses. [~ 
+ off + obj): auctioned off the old furniture. [~ + obj + 
off}: They auctioned the old furniture off. 

auc-tion-eer (6k/sha nér’) /okfə'niər/ n. [count] a per- 
son who runs an auction. 

-aud-, root. -aud- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “hear.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
AUDIBLE, AUDIENCE, AUDIO, AUDIT, AUDITION, AUDITORIUM, INAU- 
DIBLE. 

aueda-cious (ô da/shas) /o'deyfas/ adj. 1. extremely 
bold or daring: an audacious plan to row a boat across 
the Atlantic. 2. extremely impolite; impudent: audacious 
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behavior that would be punished. —au-da/cious-ly, adv. 
—au-da/cious-ness, n. (nonconnt] 

au-dac-ietty (ô das/i tē) /o'deesitiy/ m. [nonconnt] 1. 
boldness or daring; nerve: had the audacity to try some- 
thing never tried before. 2. extreme impoliteness; impu- 
dence: the audacity of his showing up three hours latel 

au-di-ble (6/da_ bal) /'odabal/ adj. capable of being 
heard: The student's answers were barely audible. —au- 
di-bil-itty (ô/də bili tē) /oda'bilitiy/ n. tnonconnt) 
—au/di-bly, adv. See -aup-. 

au-di-ence (6/dé ans) /'adiyans/ n. [count] 1. the group 
of people listening to or viewing a public event. 2. the 
people reached by a radio or television show, by a book, 
etc.; the public: a television audience of several million 
people. 3. a regular group of people that shows its inter- 
est for something; a following: Politicians who Prornise to 
lower taxes have a large audience. 4. opportunity to be 
heard; chance to speak; a hearing: He just wants a fair 
audience. 5. a formal meeting: a private audience with 
the Pope. See -aup-. 

aurdi-o (6/dé 5’) /'odiy,ow/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of, 
relating to, or used in the sending, receiving, Or produc- 
ing of sound: audio equipment. —n. (noncount] 2. the 
elements of television that deal with sound: The audio 
was OK but there was no picture. 3. the job or field of 
study concerned with sound recording, transmission, re- 
ception, and reproduction. See -aup-. 

au-di-o-phile (6/dé ə fil’) /‘odiya,fayl/ n. [count] a per- 
son who is strongly interested in high-quality sound re- 
production. 

au-di-o-tape (6/dé 6 tap’) lodiyow,teyp/ n. [count] 
magnetic tape on which sound is recorded; cassette. See 
illustration at scHoo-. 

au-di-o-vis-ueal or auedi-o-vis-ucal (6/dé 6 vizh/5o al) 
/,odiyow'vizuwal/ adj. (before a noun) 1. of, relating to, 
involving, or directed at both hearing and sight: Audiovis- 
nal facilities included a VCR, a tape player, and a televi- 
sion monitor. —n. 2. audiovisuals, [pluran teaching aids 
using such facilities. 

auedit (d/dit) /‘odit/ n. [count] 1. an official examination 
and inspection of financial accounts and records: an au- 
dit of the university's expenditures. 2. the inspection of 
something, as a building, to determine its safety, effi- 
ciency, or the like. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to make an official 
examination of (accounts, records, etc.): They audited 
our tax returns last year. 4. to attend (classes, lectures, 
etc.) as an auditor: [~ + obj]: She audited the English 
Class. [no Obj): She's not officially registered, so she’s 
just auditing. 5. [~ + obj] to make an examination or 
inspection of (a building or other facility) to check safety 
or efficiency. See -aup-. 

audition (ô dish’an) /o'difon/ n. [count] 1. a trial per- 
formance by an actor, singer, etc., to determine suitabil- 
ity for a part in a play, film, musical group, etc. —v. 2. [~ 
+ obj) to hear or view in an audition: The director audi- 
tioned several hundred actors. 3. (no obj; (~ + for + 
obj)] to compete in an audition: She auditioned for the 
part. See -aup-. 

auedi-tor (6/di tar) /'oditor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
does financial audits. 2. a student who attends a course 
to listen but not receive credit. 

aucdi-torrieum (6/di tér’é am, -tdr/-) /odi'toriyam, 
-‘towr-/ n. [count], pl. -tosrieums or, sometimes, -to-rri-a 
(-tOr/€ ə, -tōr/-) /-'toriya, -'towr-/. 1. the space in a thea- 
ter, school, or other public building for the audience: The 
school band performed in the auditorium. 2. a building 
for public gatherings; hall. See -aup-. 

au-di-torry (6/di t6r/é, -tōr/ē-) /'odi,toriy, -,towriy-/ adj. 
relating to hearing or to the ear. See -aup-. 

Aug or Aug., an abbreviation of: August. 

aueger (6/gar) /‘oyar/ n. [count] a tool for boring holes. 

aught? (ôt) /ot/ n. [noncount] anything whatever; any 
part: For aught | know, it may be true. 

aught? (ôt) /ot/ n. [count] zero (0). 

augment (ôg ment’) /og'ment/ v. [~ + obj] to make 
larger; enlarge in size, number, or strength; increase: He 
taught English after work to augment his income. 
—aug/men-ta/tion, n. [count] —aug-ment/er, n. 
(count) 

au gratin (6 grat/n, © grat/n) /‘ow gretn, ‘ow grato/ 
adj. [after a noun) topped with buttered breadcrumbs, 
grated cheese, or both and browned in an oven or 
broiler: potatoes au gratin. 

augur (6/gar) /‘ogar/ n. [count] 1. someone claiming to 
foretell future events; prophet. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to divine 
or predict, as if from omens: could not augur the future 
of the economy. 3.[~ + for + obj] to be a sign of good 
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or bad things to come: The movernent of troops angurs 
Poorly for peace. The decline in prices augurs well for the 
econorny. 

auegurry (ô/gyə rē) /'ogyariy/ n. (count), pl. -ries. an in- 
dication of the future; omen; sign. 

au-gust (ô gust’) /o'ygast/ adj. causing feelings of rever- 
ence: an august personage. 

Au-gust (6/gast) /'ogast/ n. (proper noun] the eighth 
month of the year, containing 31 days. Abbr.: Aug. 

auk (ôk) /ok/ n. [count] a black and white diving bird of 
northern seas, having webbed feet and small wings. 

aunt (ant, ant) /ent, ant/ n. [count] 1. the sister of one’s 
father or mother. 2. the wife of one’s uncle. 

au pair (6 par’) /'ow peor/ n. [count] 1. a person, esp. a 
young foreign visitor in a country, employed to take care 
of children, do housework, etc., in exchange for room 
and board. —adj. (before a noun) 2. of, relating to, or 
employed under such an arrangement: an au pair helper. 

aura (6r/a) /'ord/ n. [count], pl. -ras. a quality or char- 
acter surrounding something or someone: He had an 
aura of respectability. 

aurral (6r/al) /'oral/ adj. 1. of or relating to the ear or to 
the sense of hearing: aural stimulation. 2. (before a 
noun) of or relating to ability to understand spoken lan- 
guage: aural comprehension of English. —au/ralely, adv. 

au-re-ole (ôr/ē SI’) /‘oriy,owl/ also auere-eo-la (ô ré/a- 
lə) /o'riyala/ n. [count], pl. -oles also -o-las. a ring of 
light or color that circles something; halo. 

au re.voir (5 rə vwar’) /,ow ro'vwar/ interj. French. un- 
til we see each other again; good-bye for now. 

aueriecle (ôr/i kəl) /'orikəl/ n. [count] 1. the outer ear. 
2. one of the upper chambers of the heart; atrium. 

aurriceuslar (ô rik’ya lar) /o'rikyalor/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to the ear or to hearing; aural. 2. told in Private: an 
auricular confession. 

aurrorra (ə rôr/ə, ə rōr/ə) /ə'rərə, ə'rowrə/ n. (count), pl. 
aurro-ras, au-ro-rae (a r6r/é, ə rōr/ē) /a'roriy, a'rowriy/. 
l. dawn. 2. bands of colored light in the upper atmos- 
phere, visible at night in polar areas. 

auro’ra aus-tra/lis (ô stra/lis) /o'streylis/ n. [count; 
usually singular; the + ~) the aurora of the Southern 
Hemisphere. Also called southern lights. 

auro/ra_ borreal/is (bôr/ē& ais, -ā/lis, bōr/-) 
/boriy'wlis, -'eylis, ,bowr-/ n. [count usually singular; 
the + ~] the aurora of the Northern Hemisphere. Also 
called northern lights. 

auSs-pic-es (6/spa siz) /'ospo siz/ n. [plural] Usually, un- 
der the auspices of, with the support and approval of: 
helped by: under the auspices of the government. 

aus-pi-cious (6 spish’as) /o'spifas/ adj. 1. promising 
success; favorable: auspicious signs. 2. favored by for- 
tune; prosperous: an auspicious year. —aus-pi/ciousely, 
adv. —aus-pi/cious-ness, n. (noncoriit] 

Aus-sie (6/sé; esp. Brit. 02/@, 6/zé) losiy; esp. Brit. 
Inziy, 'oziy/ n. [count], adj. (before a noun] Informal. 
(an) Australian. 

aus-tere (ô stér/) /o'stiar/ adj. 1. severe in manner, ap- 
pearance, or morals; strict; serious: an austere man of 
the church. 2. without excess, luxury, or ease: an anstere 
life. 3. without decoration or ornament: severely simple: 
an austere room. —aus-tere/ly, adv. —aus-tere/ness, 
n. (nonconnt) 

aus-ter-i-ty (ô ster’a tē) /o 'sterə tiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. 
(nonconnt] a simple lifestyle; not using luxuries: the ans- 
terity of life in the wilderness. 2. hardship caused by war, 
economic downturn, etc.: [nonconnt]): in times of auster- 
ity. [count]: the austerities of wartime. 

Aus-tral-ian (ô stral’yan) /o'streylyan/ n. 1. [count] a 
person born or living in Australia. 2. (noncount) any of 
the languages spoken by the aboriginal inhabitants of 
Australia. —adj. 3. of or relating to Australia. 

Aus-trisan (6/stré an) /əstriyən/ n. [count] 1. a person 
born or living in Austria. —adj. 2. of or relating to Aus- 
tria. 

au-then-tic (ô then/tik) /o'Wentik/ adj. 1. not false: gen- 
uine; real: an anthentic team jacket. 2. that can be be- 
lieved; trustworthy; true: an authentic report. —aue 
then/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

au-then-ti-cate (ô then/ti kat’) /o'Venti,keyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to establish (something) as 
genuine, real, or true: The signature was not arthenti- 
cated. 2. to establish or prove conclusively the origin of 
(a painting, book, etc.): to authenticate a painting. —au- 
thensti-ca-tion (6 then/ti_ kā/shən) /o,Qenti'keyfon/ n. 
[noncount}: The signature is subject to authentication. 
(count; usually singular): | need an authentication on a 
credit card, please. 
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au-theneticeiety (A/then tis/i tē, 6/than-) /,o0en'tisitiy, 
20ən-/ n. (noncouut] the condition of being authentic, 
genuine, or true: verified the authenticity of the signa- 
ture. 

auethor (0/thar) /‘900r/ n. [count] 1. someone who cre- 
ates a book, article, etc.; writer. 2. the writer of a soft- 
ware program. 3. the maker of anything; creator: the au- 
thor of the new tax plau. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to be the 
author of: to author a novel. 

aucthor-i-tar-ican (ə thôri tar’”e an, ə thor’-) 
/>,0ori'teariyan, ə,0vr-/ adj. 1. of, favoring, or requiring 
complete obedience to authority: an authoritarian military 
code. 2. of, relating to, or being a government in which 
authority is centered in one person or in a small group 
that has complete contro! over the people: an authoritar- 
ian regime. —u. [count] 3. a person who favors or acts 
according to authoritarian principles. —aurthor/i-tar/i- 
anism, n. [noncount] 

au-thor-i-ta-tive (ə thôr/i tā/tiv, ə thor’-) /o'Oort,teytiv, 
ə'ðpr-/ adj. 1. having or showing authority; official: au- 
thoritative orders. 2. supported by evidence and ac- 
cepted; able to be trusted: the authoritative account of 
the story. 3. having an air or appearance of authority: an 
authoritative manner. —au-thor/i-ta/tiveely, adv. —aure 
thor/i-ta’/tive-ness, 1. [noncount) 

au-thorsi-ty (ə thor/i tē, ə thor/-) /a'Goritiy, o'Onr-/ n., 
pl. -ties. 1. (noncount] the right, power, or ability to con- 
trol, command, or decide. 2. [noncount) power or right 
officially given; authorization; permission. 3. [count] a 
body of persons to whom the right to command or de- 
cide issues is given, as a government. 4. [count] Usually, 
authorities. [plura persons having the legal power to 
make and enforce the law; government: surrendered to 
the authorities. 5. [count] an accepted source of infor- 
mation or advice: That book is the authority on the sub- 
ject. 6. [count] an expert on a subject: Ask questions of a 
real authority on baseball. 7. (noncount) forcefulness; 
showing strong belief or conviction: speaks with authority 
when he lectures. —-Idiom. 8. have it on good au- 
thority, [~ + that clause] to have information from a re- 
liable source: / lave it on good authority that she is 
about to announce her candidacy. 

au-thor-i-za-tion (6/tha ra za’shen) /,089 ra 'zeyfon/ n. 
the official permission or right given to do something: 
[noncount): had government authorization to conduct re- 
search. [count]: needs a written authorization. 
auethor-ize (ô/thə riz’) /‘90a,rayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj + to + verb] to give authority to: / am not au- 
thorized to pay you now. 2. [~ + obj] to give authority 
for: He authorized increased spending on medical re- 
search. 

au-thor-ship (6/thar ship’) /‘o0ar,fip/ n. [moncount] 1. 
the source of a written, musical, or artistic work: debated 
the authorship of that poem. 2. the career of writing. 
autism (6/tiz am) /‘otizam/ n. [noncount] a usually de- 
velopmental disorder characterized by reduced ability to 
communicate, a withdrawal into oneself, and detachment 
from reality. —aurtisetic (6 tis/tik) /o'tistik/ adj. —aur 
tis/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

austo (6/td) /‘otow/ n. [count], pl. -tos. an automobile. 
auto-, prefix. auto- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “self.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
AUTOCRAT, AUTOGRAPH, AUTONOMOUS, AUTONOMY, AUTOPSY. 
Also, esp. before a vowel, aut-. 

auetoebahn (0/ta bon’) /'oto ,bon/ n. [count] a highway 
in Germany. 

au-to-bi-o-graph-i-cal (6’ta bi ə graffi kəl) /oto bay ə 
‘graft kal/ adj. of or relating to books or a history of a 
person's life as told or written by that person. See 
-GRAPH-. 

au-to-bi-og-ra-phy (6/ta bi og/ra fē) /otabay'ngrafiy/ 
n. [count], pl. -phies. a history of a person's life written 
or told by that person. —au/to-bi-og/ra-pher, r. [count] 
See -GRAPH-. 

autocracy (6 tok/rə sē) /o'tpkrosiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[noncount] government in which one person has unlim- 
ited power or authority. 2. [count] a nation, state, or 
community ruled by an autocrat. 

au-to-crat (ô/tə krat’) /‘oto,krat/ n. [count] 1. a ruler 
who has unlimited or complete power. 2. a person who 
makes decisions or gives orders to others in an auto- 
cratic manner: an office autocrat. 

au-to-crateic (ô'tə kratik) /oto 'krætık/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to the rule of an autocrat: an autocratic govern- 
ment. 2. exercising power in a tyrannical way; despotic: 
autocratic management style. —au/to-crat/i-cal-ly, adv. 
au-to-di-edact (6/6 di/dakt, -di dakt/) /otow'daydikt, 
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-day'dwkt/ n. [count] a self-taught person, a person who 
has learned a subject without formal instruction. —au/- 
to-di-dac/tic, adj. —au/to-di-dac/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

au-to-graph (6/te graf’) /‘oto,graf/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son's signature, esp. that of a famous person for keeping 
as a memento. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to write one’s name on 
or in: autographed the baseball for a fan. See -GRAPH-. 

autoimmune (6/6 i mydon’) /towi'myuwn/ adj. 
[before a noun] of or relating to the part of the immune 
system of an organism that acts against its own compo- 
nents. —au/to-im-emu/ni-ty, n. [noncount] 

au-toemate (0/ta mat’) /‘oto,meyt/ v., -mat-ed, -mat> 
ing. to use machines instead of people to do the work of 
(a mechanical process, etc.); apply the principles of auto- 
mation to: [~ + obj]: We need to automate those proce- 
dures. [no obj}: The investors want us to automate. 
—au-to-martion (6’ta ma/shan) /ota'meySan/ n. Inon- 
count) 

au’/tomated-tell”er machine’, n. [count] an elec- 
tronic machine that provides banking services when it is 
activated by inserting a special plastic card. Abbr.: ATM 

au-toyrmateic (6/ta inat/ik) /oto'matik/ adj. 1. having 
the capability of operating independently without human 
aid: an automatic sprinkler system. 2. occurring without 
conscious thought, as certain muscular actions; involun- 
tary; reflex: The blink of an eyelid is an automatic action. 
3. done unconsciously or from force of habit; mechani- 
cal: His smoking had become automatic. 4. always fol- 
lowing some other event as its cause; certain to happen: 
Driving drunk means an automatic fine. 5. (of a firearm) 
able to be fired repeatedly with one squeeze of the trig- 
ger: automatic rifles. —n. [count] 6. a machine or device 
that operates automatically: Most washing machines are 
automatics. 7. an automatic pistol or rifle. 8. an automo- 
bile equipped with automatic transmission. —Idiom. 9. 
on automatic, being operated or controlled by or as if 
by an automatic device. —au/to-mat/i-calely, adv. 

au’/tomat/ic pi/lot, n. [count] 1. an electronic control 
system that automatically keeps an aircraft, ship, space- 
craft, etc., on course. Also called autopilot. —Idiom. 
2. on automatic pilot, being operated or controlled by 
or as if by an automatic device; on automatic. 

au-tomea-ton (ô tom/a ton’, -tn) /o'toma,ton, -tn/ n. 
[count], pl. -tons, -ta (-ta) /-to/. 1. a small mechanical 
figure built to act and move as if by its own power, robot. 
2. a person who acts mechanically. 

au-to-mosbile (ô/tə ma bél’, 6/ta ma bél’) /,otoma'biyl, 
‘gtama,biyl/ n. [count] 1. a passenger vehicle usually 
having four wheels and a gasoline or diesel engine. 
—adj. (before a noun) 2. automotive: the automobile in- 
dustry. See -MOT-. 

aueto-mortive (6/ta mō/tiv, 6/ta mõ’tiv) /,ota'mowtiv, 
'‘ota,mowtiv/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relating to au- 
tomobiles or other motor vehicles: automotive parts. 2. 
propelled by a self-contained motor. See -moT-. 

au/to-nom/ic nerv/ous sys/tem (0/te nomik) 
/ota'nomik/ n. [count] the system of nerves that controls 
the involuntary functions of the heart, blood vessels, cer- 
tain muscles, glands, and other parts of the body. See 
-NOM-!. 

au-ton-o-mous (ô ton’a məs) /o'tonomas/ adj. 1. self- 
governing: an autonomous republic. 2. able to act on 
one’s own; independent: With your own business you will 
be autonomous. —au-ton/oemous+ly, adv. See -NoM-'. 

au-ton-o-my (ô ton’a mē) /o'tonamiy/ n. [noncount) 1. 
(of a state or government) self-government; independ- 
ence. 2. freedom of action: The corporation gives their 
agents a fair amount of autonomly. See -NOM-!. 

au-to-pi-lot (6/t6 pi/lat) /‘otow,paylot/ n. [count] auto- 
matic pilot. 

au-top-sy (0/top sē) /‘otopsiy/ n., pl. -sies, v., -sied, 
-sy-ing. —n. [count] 1. the examination or inspection of 
a dead body to determine the cause of death; postmor- 
tem. 2. a critical analysis of something past: After the 
game the coach conducted an autopsy of the team's per- 
formance. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to perform an autopsy on: 
autopsied the body. See -OPTI-, -OPT-. 

auetumn (6/tam) /‘otom/ n. 1. the season between sum- 
mer and winter; fall: [noncount): In autumn the leaves 
fall. (count): Autuntns are fairly mild in that region. 2. 
[noncount] a time of late maturity: the autumn of one’s 
life. —au-tum-nal (ô tum/nl) /o'tamnl/ adj. 

auxeileiasry (ôg zil”ya rē, -zil¥a-) /og'zilyariy, -'zılə-/ 
adj. n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. additional; secondary; used as 
a substitute or reserve when needed: an auxiliary power 
station. 2. giving support; serving as an aid: They served 
in an auxiliary capacity. —n. [count] 3. a person or thing 
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that gives aid; helper. 4. an auxiliary organization: The 
womens aitxiliary raised money for the school. 5. AUXIL- 
IARY VERB. 

auxiliary verb’, n. [count] a verb used with a main 
verb, to express time, aspect, mood, etc. Examples of 
auxiliaries are: Did in Did you go?; have in We have Spo- 
ken, and can in They can see. 

av., an abbreviation of: 1. avenue. 2. average. 

avail (a val’) /a'veyl/ v. 1. to be of use or value to; 
profit: [~ + obj]: All our efforts availed us tittle. [no obj): 
Nothing you do will avail. 2. avail oneself of, [~ + one- 
self + of + obj] to make use or take advantage: You 
should avail yourself of every opportunity for financial 
aid. —n. [noncomnt) 3. to no avail, to little avail, with- 
out success: / searched for a job, but to no avail. 

a-vail-a-bil-iety (a va/la bili tē) /9,veyla'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count] the condition of being available. 

a-vail-a-ble (ə va/la bal) /a'veylabal/ adj. 2. suitable or 
ready for use; at hand: / nsed whatever tools were availa- 
ble. 2. easily obtained; easy to use: Plenty of information 
was available. 3. free or ready to be seen, spoken to, 
employed, etc.: She is not available for comment. 

avea-lanche (av/a lanch’) /'ævə,læntf/ n. [count] 1. a 
large mass of snow, ice, etc., that comes loose from a 
mountain slope and slides or falls suddenly downward. 
2. anything like an avalanche in suddenness and volume: 
received an avalanche of fan mail. 

avant-garde (ä/vänt/gärd/,  av/ant-) /,a,vant'gard, 
evant-/ n. [phiral; nsed with a plural verb] 1. the group 
of artists, writers, musicians, filmmakers, etc., whose 
work is considered modern, advanced, or experimental. 
—adj. 2. characteristic of or belonging to the avant- 
garde: The paintings were very avant-garde. 

avearrice (av/ar is) /'ævəris/ n. [nonconnt] extreme 
greed for wealth. —avearri-cious (ava rish/as) 
/eva'rifas/ adj. —av/asri/ciousely, adv. 

aevast (ə vast/) /a'vest/ v. (used as a nautical command) 
Stop! 

aveartar (av/ə tar’) /'ævə,tar/ n. [count] an appearance 
of a Hindu god, esp. in human form. 

avdp., an abbreviation of: avoirdupois. 

ave., an abbreviation of: avenue. 

avenge (ə venj’) /a'vend3/ v. [~ + obj], a-venged, 
a-veng-ing. 1. to take or get revenge for (something): 
wanted to avenge the murder of his sister. 2. to take or 
get revenge for or on behalf of (someone): avenged her 
by finding her murderers. —a-veng/er, n. [count] See 
-VENGE-. 

avenue (av’a nyoo’, -ndo’) /'xeva,nyuw, -,nuw/ n. 
[count] 1. a wide street or main road. 2. a way Or means 
of getting to or from something: avenues of escape. See 
-VEN-. 

aever (ə vur/) /ə'v3r/ v. [~ + obj], a-verred, a-verering. 
to declare in a very positive or strong manner; assert: He 
averred his innocence. [~ + that Clause): She averred 
that her child would never cheat on a test. See -vert-. 

av-er-age (av/ar ij, av/rij) /'ævərıd3, 'wvrid3/ n., adj., V., 
-aged, -ag-ing. —n. 1. [count] the number that results 
from adding several quantities together and then dividing 
that total by the number of quantities that were added: 
arithmetic mean: Their high-school averages were very 
high, usually 97 or above. 2. a typical, usual, or normal 
amount, rate, degree, level, etc.: [count; usually singu- 
lar): The people in that village lived for an average of 
seventy years. [noncount): Her work is well above aver- 
age. —adj. 3. [before a noun] of, relating to, or forming 
an average: The average rainfall is only six inches a year. 
4. [before a noun) typical; common; ordinary: the aver- 
age person. 5. of middle quality; fair: got only average 
grades in school. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to find an average of: 
She averaged the scores of her last three tests and carne 
up with 93. 7. [~ + obj] to do, have, or get on the aver- 
age: to average seven hours of sleep a night. 8. average 
out, [+ ort (+ to + obj)] to reach or show an average: 
My taxes average out to a third of my income. | earn dif- 
ferent amounts each month, but it usually averages out. 
—Idiom. 9. on the or an average, usually; typically: 
On the average I see about ten students a day. 

averse (a vurs/) /a'v3rs/ adj. [be + ~ + to] having a 
strong feeling of opposition to; unwilling: not averse to 
spending the night here. See -vert-. 

a-ver-sion (ə vir/zhan, -shan) /ə'v3r3ən, -fan/ n. [count] 
1. a strong feeling of dislike, disgust, or hatred toward 
something and a desire to avoid it: Sle has an aversion 
to snakes. 2. a Cause or object of such a feeling: Snakes 
are an aversion of hers. See -vERT-. 

avert (ə vurt’) /a'vart/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to turn away or 
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aside: to avert one’s eyes. 2. to ward off: prevent from 
happening; avoid: to avert an accident. See -vert-. 

avg., an abbreviation of: average. 

avian (a/vé ən) leyviyən/ adj. (usually: before a nonn) 
of or relating to birds: an avian species. 

a-Viearey (a/vé er/é) /'cyviy,eriy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. a 
large enclosed area in which birds are kept. 

a-viea-tion (a/vé a/shan) /,cyviy'cyfan/ n. [noncornt) 1. 
the design, development, production, operation, or use 
of aircraft. 2. military aircraft. 

a-Vieartor (ā/vē A/tar) /'cyviy,eytor/ n. (count) a pilot of 
an airplane or other heavier-than-air aircraft. 

avieartrix (a/vé A/triks) /\eyviy'cytriks/ n. [count], pl. 
-a-tri-ces (-a/tra séz/) /-'cytra,siyz/, a woman aviator. 

aveid (avid) /'ævıd/ adj. 1. [before a noun] enthusiastic; 
ardent: an avid moviegoer. 2. [be + ~ + for] very desir- 
ous; eager: was avid for tnovies. —av/idely, adv. 

a-vi-onsics (a/vé on/iks) /,cyviy'oniks/ n. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] the science and development 
of electronic devices used in aerospace vehicles. —a/vi- 
on/ic, adj. 

av-o-ca-do (av’a kä/dō, a/va-) /;ævə'kadow, ,avə-/ n. 
[count], pi. -dos. 1. a large, pear-shaped fruit having 
green to blackish skin and a soft, light green inside that 
can be eaten. 2. a tropical American tree that bears this 
fruit. 3. a yellowish-green color. 

av-0-Cartion (av’/a kā/shən) /weva'keyfan/ n. [count] a 
secondary occupation: The surgeon's avocation is teach- 
ing the handicapped. See -voc-. 

a-void (a void’) /a'voyd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to keep away 
from; stay or keep clear of: A low-fat diet can help you 
avoid a heart attack. 2. [~ + verb-ing] to prevent from 
happening: She wore those shoes to avoid Slipping. 

a-void-a-ble (ə void/abl) /ə 'voydabl/ adj. that can be 
avoided or prevented: Ling cancer may be avoidable if 
you quit smoking. —a-void/a-bly, adv. 

a-voideance (ə void/ns) /ə 'voydns/ n. [noncount] the 
act of avoiding or preventing. 

av-oir-du-pois (av’ar da poiz/) /,kvorda'poyz/ n. [non- 
cont] the system of weights, based on the pound of 16 
ounces, used in Great Britain and the U.S.: The ton of 
2,000 ponds is an avoirdupois measurement. [used af- 
ter a measurement): 16 ounces avoirdupois. Abbr.: av.: 
avdp.; avoir. 

arvow (a vou’) /a'vaw/ v. [~ + obj] to declare openly; 
acknowledge: He avowed an interest in the issue. [~ + 
(that) clause): He avowed that he had indeed made those 
remarks. 

a-vowsal (ə vou/al) /3 'vawol/ n. [cont] the act or in- 
stance of avowing. 

a-vowed (ə voud?) /a 'vawd/ adj. [before a nonn) openly 
acknowledged: an avowed feminist. —a-vow-ed-ly 
(Ə vou/id lē) /a'vawidliy/ adv. 

a-vun-curlar (ə vung/kya lar) /ə'vankyələr/ adj. of, re- 
lating to, or characteristic of an uncle: avwncular affec- 
tion. 

await (ə wat’) /a'weyt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to wait for: ex- 
pect; look for: She was still awaiting an answer. 2. to be 
in store for; come soon after to (someone): A pleasant 
Surprise awaited her. 

awake (ə wak/) /a'weyk/ v., awoke (ə wok’) /o'wowk/ 
or aewaked (ə wakt/) /o'weykt/ aewoke or aewaked or 
a-wo-ken (ə w0/kan) /a'wowkan/ a-wak-ing, adj. —v. 1. 
to (cause to) come out of sleep: [no obj]: She awoke at 
dawn. [~ + obj]: The noise awoke me. 2. to (cause to) 
become active or alert (to): [no obj]: My interest awoke 
when I saw the chance for profit. [~ + obj): The project 
awoke his interest. 3. [no obj; (~ + to + obj)] to be- 
come conscious of something: / finally awoke to the 
facts. —adj. [be + ~] 4. waking; not sleeping: / was 
awake all night. 5. [~ + to] alert to (some danger, prob- 
lem, etc.); aware of: not awake to the danger. 

a-wak-en (ə wa/kan) /ə'weykən/ v. to waken: 
She awakened at dawn. [~ + 
children. 

a-wak-en-ing (ə wā/kə ning) /ə 'weykə nin/ adj. [usually 
before a noun] 1. becoming active; quickening: an awak- 
ening interest in mmisic. —n. (coint) 2. the act of awak- 
ing from sleep: an early awakening. 3. the beginning of 
some activity: an awakening of interest in languages. 4. 
realization: /t was a ritde awakening when the money ran 
out. 

award (ə word’) /a'word/ v. 1. to give because of merit: 
bestow: [~ + obj]: The panel awards the prizes. [~ + 
obj + obj): The Nobel Committee awarded him the Prize 
money. [~ + obj + to + obj]: The Committee awarded 
the literature prize to her. 2. to give (someone a sum of 
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money) as the result of a court decision: [~ + obj): The 
jury awarded damages. [~ + obj + obj): The jury 
awarded the plaintiff damages. [~ + obj + to + obj): 
The jury awarded damages to the plaintiff. —n. [count 
3. something awarded, as a payment, medal, or judg- 
ment: received an award of a fellowship. 

a-ware (ə war’) /a'weor/ adj. 1. having knowledge or re- 
alization of: conscious of: [be + ~ + of]: Be aware of 
the danger. [be + ~ + (that) clause): I wasn't aware that 
it was dangerous. 2. informed; alert; knowledgeable: po- 
litically aware. —a-ware/ness, n. [noncount) 

aewash (ə wosh’, ə wôsh/) /a'wof, a'wof/ adj., adv. 1. 
level with and washed by the waves: The deck of the boat 
was awash. 2. covered with water: The streets were 
awash with the floodwaters. 3. covered; filled: a garden 
awaslı in colors. 

away (ə wa’) /a'wey/ adv. 1. from this or that place; 
from here or from there; off: to go away. 2. aside; to an- 
other place; in another direction: turned his eyes away. 
3. far; apart; at a distance from: Stand away back. 4. out 
of one’s possession or use: to give money away. 5. in or 
into a place for storage or safekeeping: folded the 
clothes and put them away. 6. out of existence: The im- 
age began to fade away. 7. so as to be removed or sepa- 
rated: Don't take me away from her. 8. continuously; re- 
peatedly: She was typing away madly. 9. without 
hesitation: Fire away. —adj. 10. [be + ~] absent; gone: / 
hate to be away from home. 11. [after a number or 
amount) distant in place or time (from): The town is Six 
miles away. 12. [be + ~] on one’s way: The plane left; 
they're well away by now. 

awe (ô) /o/ n., v, awed, aw-ing. —n. [noncount) 1. a 
powerful feeling of reverence, fear, or wonder produced 
by someone or something overwhelming. 2. in awe of, 
feeling reverence, fear, or wonder: / stood in awe of the 
huge monument. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to cause (someone) 
to feel awe: The imposing statue of a huge lion awed the 
children into silence. 

awed (6d) /od/ adj. showing awe: spoke in awed voices. 

a-weigh (ə wa’) /o'wey/ adj. (of an anchor) just free of 
the bottom: They shouted “ Anchors aweigh!” 

awe-some (6/sem) /'osəm/ adj. 1. causing or showing 
awe: an awesome Sight. 2. Slang. very impressive: Those 
clothes are totally awesome! —awe/somerly, adv. 
—awe/some:ness, n. [noncount) 

awe-struck (6/struk’) /'o,strak/ also aweestrick-en 
(A/strik’an) /'o,strikan/ adj. filled with awe: an awestruck 
crowd of admirers. 

aweful (ô/fəl) /‘ofol/ adj. 1. extremely bad; unpleasant; 
disagreeable: the awful smell of gas. 2. causing shock or 
fear: dreadful: terrible: an awful accident. 3. [before a 
noun] Informal. very great: knows an awful lot about art. 
—adv. 4. Informal. very; extremely; awfully: /t's awful hot 
in here. 

aw:fulely (ô/fə lē, ôf/lē) /'ofaliy, 'ofliy/ adv. 1. very; ex- 
tremely: /t’s awfully hot in here. 2. in a very bad manner: 
The chorus sarng awfully. 

a-while (ə hwil/, ə wil’) /a'hwayl, ə'wayl/ adv. for a short 
time: Stay awlhiile. 

awk-ward (6k/ward) /‘okword/ adj. 1. clumsy; not hav- 
ing much skill: an awkward dancer. 2. lacking grace or 
ease, as in movement or posture: (ook an awkward swing 
at the ball. 3. lacking social graces or manners: always 
feels awkward at office parties. 4. difficult to use or han- 
dle: an awkward tool. 5. requiring skill or tact; difficult: 
an awkward situation. —awk/ward-ly, adv. —awk/- 
ward-ness, 7. (uorcount) 
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awl (ôl) /ol/ n. (count) a pointed instrument for piercing 
small holes in leather, wood, etc. 

awneing (6/ning) /'onin/ n. [count] a piece of canvas or 
other material extending over a doorway, window, etc., 
for protection from the weather. 

awoke (ə wok’) /a'wowk/ v. a pt. and pp. Of AWAKE. 

AWOL (pronounced as initials, or as 3/wol, a/wol) 
/pronounced as initials, or as 'eywol, 'eywol/ adj. 1. 
absent without leave: away from military duties without 
permission, but without the intention of deserting. —adv. 
2. into AWOL status: He's gone AWOL. —n. [count] 3. a 
soldier who is AWOL. 

aewry (ə ri’) /o'ray/ adj. 1. [be + q turned or twisted 
aside; askew: His jacket was awry. —adv. 2. away from 
the expected or proper direction: Our plans went awry. 

ax or axe (aks) /æks/ n., pl. axees (ak/siz) l'æksız/ v., 
axed, ax-ing. —n. [count] 1. a tool with a blade on a 
handle, used for hewing, chopping, splitting, etc. 2. the 
ax, a. a sudden dismissal from a job, task, etc.: The new 
president gave her the ax. b. any sudden removal or 
ending (of a project, etc.): The new tax plan got the ax in 
Congress. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to shape or trim with an ax. 
4. to dismiss, restrict, or remove, esp. unfairly and sud- 
denly. —Idiom. 5. have an ax to grind, to have a per- 
sonal or selfish motive: / have no ax to grind, so I'm will- 
ing to listen to all sides. 

axeieal (ak/sé al) /'æksiyəl/ adj. 1. relating to or forming 
an axis. 2. situated on an axis. —ax/iealely, adv. 

axeieom (ak/se am) /‘zksiyom/ n. [count] 1. a statement 
that is believed to be the truth and that requires no proof 
or argument; a principle or rule universally accepted: /t is 
an old axiom of politics that the richest candidate always 
wins. 2. a statement or proposition assumed to be true 
without proof for the sake of studying what would happen 
if it were in fact true. 

axeieosmateic (ak/sé ə mat/ik) /zksiy ə 'matik/ adj. 1. 
obviously true and needing no proof: Its axiomatic that 
the sun will rise in the east tomorrow. 2. (of a statement 
in logic, mathematics, etc.) assumed to be true so that 
one could study what would happen if it should in fact be 
true. —ax/ieo-mat/i-calely, adv. 

axeis (ak/sis) /'æksıs/ n. [count], pl. axes (ak/sēz) l'æk- 
siyz/. 1. the line around which a rotating body, as the 
earth, turns. 2. a line used as the starting point in a 
graph to figure the position of a point. 3. the Axis, (in 
World War il) the nations that fought against the Allies. 4. 
an alliance of two or more nations to coordinate policies: 
a new European-African-Middle East axis. 

ax-le (ak/sal) /'æksəl/ n. [count] the pin, bar, rod, or 
shaft on which a pair of wheels rotates. 

ax-on (ak/son) /'ækspn/ n. [count] the part of a nerve 
cell that sends impulses away from the cell body. 

a-ya-tol-lah (aya tō/lə) /,ayo'towls/ n. [cont] a title for 
a Shi'ite cleric with advanced knowledge of Islamic law. 

aye or ay (i) /ay/ adv., interj. 1. yes: Aye, sir. —n. 
[count] 2. an affirmative vote or voter: “Sixteen ayes, 5 
no's: the ayes have it.” 

AZ, an abbreviation of: Arizona. 

a-zal-ea (a zal/ya) /a'zeylya/ n. [count], pl. -eas. a shrub 
of the heath family, with funnel-shaped flower clusters. 

azeiemuth (az’a math) /'2zoma0/ n. [count] an angle or 
arc used to measure direction and distance in astron- 
omy, navigation, surveying, gunnery, etc. 

AZT, Trademark. azidothymidine: a drug used esp. in 
the treatment of AIDS. 

az-ure (azh/ar) /'æ3ər/ n. [noncount) 1. the blue of a 
clear or unclouded sky; a light, purplish shade of blue. 
—adj. 2. of or having the color azure. 
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B, b (bē) /biy/ n. [count], pi. Bs or B's, bs or b’s. the 
second letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

B, Symbol. 1. the second in order or in a series. 2. 
[sometimes: b] a grade or mark indicating that some- 
thing is good but not of the highest quality: You need two 
Bs to pull up your average. 3. a major blood group. 

b., an abbreviation of: 1. bachelor. 2. bass. 3. born. 

B.A., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Arts. 

baa (ba, ba) /bw, ba/ n. [count] 1. the sound that a 
sheep makes. —v. [no obj] 2. to make a baa. 

bab-ble (bab/al) /'bæbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. to 
make meaningless sounds: [no obj]: babbles in her 
sleep. [~ + obj]: The guest babbled her apologies. 2. to 
talk too much or foolishly; chatter: [no obj): The two 
friends babbled on for hours. [~ + obj): The spy bab- 
bled state secrets. [~ + (that) clause]: He babbled that 
the enemy was invading. 3. [no obj] to make a continu- 
ous murmuring sound: a babbling brook. —n. {non- 
count] 4. poorly pronounced words; imperfect speech: 
the babble of little babies. 5. foolish, meaningless, or too 
much talk; chatter: the babble in the room before the 
class began. 6. a murmuring sound or sounds. 

babe (bab) /beyb/ n. [count] 1. a baby or small child. 2. 
Slang (sometimes disparaging and offensive). a girl or 
woman. 

ba-bel (ba/bal, bab/al) /'beybal, 'bebal/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular] a confused mixture of sounds or voices: a 
babel of delegates’ voices. 

ba/bies’-breath’, 1. BABY'S-BREATH. 

ba-boon (ba boon’) /bæ'buwn/ n. [count] a large mon- 
key of Africa and Arabia, that has a nose and mouth like 
a dog. 

ba-bush-ka (bə bddsh’ka, -bddsh/-) /ba'bufka, -'buwf-/ 
n. [count], pl. -kas. a woman’s head scarf, shaped or 
folded in a triangle and worn with two ends tied under 
the chin. 

ba-by (ba/bé) /'beybiy/ n., pl. -bies, adj., v., -bied, -by 
ing. —n. [count] 1. an infant or very young child. 2. the 
youngest member of a group, as of a family. 3. an im- 
mature or Childish person: Dont be a baby: this shot 
won't hurt. 4. Informal. a. (sometimes disparaging and 
offensive). a girl or woman. b. something that requires 
one’s special attention or of which one is esp. proud: 
That proposal is her baby. —adj. (before a noun) 5. of, 
for, or like a baby: a baby blanket; baby talk. 6. smaller 
than the usual: baby eggplants. —v. [~ + obj) 7. to 
treat like a baby; pamper: to baby a sick child. 8. to use 
with special care; treat gently: He babied his new car. 

ba/by blue’, n. [noncount] a very light blue. 

ba’by boom’, n. [count] [sometimes: Baby Boom] a 
period of sharp increase in the birthrate, as that following 
World War Il. —ba/by boomer, n. [count] 

ba’by car/riage, n. [count] a Carriage with four 
wheels, to be pushed by a person walking. Also called 
ba’by bug/gy. 

ba’by grand’, n. [count] the smallest form of a grand 
piano. 

ba-by-hood (ba/bé hddd’) /'beybiy,hud/ n. [noncoung] 
the time or period of life of a baby; infancy. 

ba-by-ish (ba/bé ish) /'beybiyif/ adj. of, like, or charac- 
teristic of a baby: babyish drawings. —ba/by-ish+ly, adv. 
—ba/by-ish-ness, n. [noncount] 

ba-by-proof or ba-by-proof (ba/bé proof) /'beybiy 
pruwf/ adj., v. CHILOPROOF. 

ba’by’s-breath’ or ba/bies’-breath/’, n. [noncount] 
a tall plant with numerous small white or pink flowers. 

ba/’by-sit’ or ba/byssit’, v., -sat, -sit-ting. 1. to take 
care of (a child) while the parents are temporarily away: 
[no Obj): | baby-sat while she went shopping. [~ + obj]: 
She baby-sat our children. 2. [~ + obj] to take responsi- 
bility for; tend: You can baby-sit the car while I'm away. 
—ba/by-sit’ter, ba’by-sit/ter, n. [count] 

bac-ca-lau-re-ate (bak/a l6r/é it, -lor/-) / biko'lortyit, 
-‘lor-/ 1. BACHELOR'S DEGREE. 

bac-cha-nal (bä/kə näl/, baka nal’) /,baka'nal, 
ibecka'nel/ n. [count] a wild party, often marked by 
heavy drinking. —bac-chaenasliean (bä/kə na/lé an, 
bak/a-) /baka'neyliyan, ,bwka-/ adj. [before a noun): a 
bacchanalian orgy. 
bach-e-lor (bach/a lar, bach/lar) /'bætfələr, 'bætflər/ n. 
[count] 1. an unmarried man. 2. a person who has 
earned a bachelor’s degree. 
bach/elor’s degree’, n. [count] a degree awarded by 
a college to a person who has completed undergraduate 
Studies. Also called baccalaureate. 


SS 
ba-cil-lus (ba sil’as) /ba'silos/ n. [count], pl. -cileli (-sil7i) 


/-'silay/. a rod-shaped or cylindrical type of bacterium. 

back (bak) /bæk/ n. [count] 1. the rear part of the hu- 
man body from the neck to the end of the spine. 2. the 
part of an animal's body corresponding to the human 
back: stroked her dog on the back. 3. the part that forms 
the back or reverse of an object or structure: / sat at the 
back of the room. 4. the spine; backbone: broke his 
back. 5. a player, as in football, stationed to the rear of 
front-line play. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to support, as with 
money: Weill back his plan if you do. 7. [~ + obj] to bet 
on: to back a horse in a race. 8. to (cause to) move 
backward: [no obj]: She backed slowly into the garage. 
[~ + obj]: He backed the truck to the platform. 9. [~ + 
obj] to furnish with or be a back for: backed the picture 
with cardboard. 10. [~ + onto + obj) to lie at the back 
of something: The house backs onto the river. 11. back 
down or off, [no obj] to give up an argument or posi- 
tion: backed down from her stubborn refusal. 12. back 
out, [no obj] to fail to keep a promise; withdraw: Don’t 
try to back out of the deal. 13. back up, a. to bring or 
come to a complete stop or standstill: [~ + up + obj; 
usually passive]: Traffic is backed up to the bridge. [no 
obj): Traffic backed up quickly because of the accident. 
b. to (cause to) become clogged due to a stoppage: [no 
obj): The sink backs nup almost every week. [~ + up + 
obj): That garbage will back up your septic tank. c. [~ + 
up + Obj) to copy (a computer file or program) as a pre- 
caution against failure. —adj. 14. [before a noun] situ- 
ated at or in the rear: the back door. 15. [before a noun] 
far away; remote: The farmer didn't plant the back pas- 
ture. 16. [before a noun] of or belonging to the past: the 
back issues of a magazine. 17. [before a noun] owed 
from an earlier time; overdue: She was rehired and given 
back pay. —adv. 18. at, to, or toward the rear; back- 
ward: Please step back. 19. in, at, or toward an original 
starting place, time, or condition: He went back to his 
home town. Put your coat back on. —Idiom. 20. back 
and forth, backward and forward; to and fro: pacing 
back and forth while I waited for the news. 21. behind 
one’s back, without one’s knowledge; They talked about 
me behind my back. 22. get one’s back up, [no obj] to 
become annoyed; take offense: Don't get your back up; it 
was just a joke. 23. go back on, [~ + obj] a. to fail to 
keep: Several times he went back on his word. Ð. to be 
disloyal to; betray: She went back on her friend. 24. (in) 
back of, at the rear of; behind: There's a small garden in 
back of the house. —Usage. Although some people ob- 
ject to the use of IN Back oF with the meaning ‘behind,” it 
is fully established as standard in American English and 
appears in all types of speech and writing: The car was 
parked in back of the house. 

back-ache (bak/ak’) /'bæk,eyk/ n. a pain or ache in the 
back: [noncount]: suffering from backache. [count]: 
Backaches kept him off the team. ~ 

back-bench-er (bak/ben/char) /‘bek'bent far/ n. [count] 
a member of a law-making body, esp. the British Parlia- 
ment, who is not a party leader. 

back-bite (bak/bit’) /‘bek,bayt/ v., -bit, -bit-ten or (in- 
formal) -bit; -bit-ing. to attack the character of (a person 
who is not present); slander: [~ + obj]: always backbit- 
ing me to my friends. [no obj): backbiting and gossiping. 
—back/bit/er, n. [count] 

back-board (bak/bérd’) /'bæk,bərd/ n. [count] 1. a 
board placed at or forming the back of something. 2. the 
vertical board at the end of a basketball court to which 
the basket is attached. 

back-bone (bak/b6n’) /‘biek,bown/ n. 1. [count] the 
spinal column; spine. 2. [noncount] strength of charac- 
ter. 3. [count] the main strength or support of some- 
thing: The small farmer was the backbone of the repub- 
lic. 

back-break:-ing (bak/bra’king) /'bæk,breykiņ/ adj. re- 
quiring great work, effort, or strength. 

back’ burner, n. [noncount] —Idiom. on the back 
burner, set aside to be dealt with later: The issue was 
put on the back burner until after the election. 
back-date (bak/dat’) bik deyt/ v. [~ + obj], -dat-ed, 
-dat-ing. to put a date earlier than the actual date on; 
predate. 

back-drop (bak/drop’) /‘biek drop/ n. [count] 1. the rear 
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curtain of a stage setting. 2. [usually singular] the setting 
of an event: Paris is the backdrop for this movie. 

backeer (bak/ar) /'bækər/ n. [count] a person who sup- 
ports or aids a cause or activity: His backers in the crowd 
quickly shouted down the protesters. 

backefield (bak/féld’) /‘bk,fiyld/ n. [count] 1. the 
members of a football team stationed behind the line- 
men or the linebackers. 2. the area in which the back- 
field plays. 

back-fire (bak/fi?r’) /'bæk,fay°r/ v., -fired, -fir-ing, n. 
—v. [no obj) 1. (of a car engine) to have a loud explosion 
that occurs too soon for proper combustion. 2. to have a 
result opposite to that expected; go wrong. —n. [count] 
3. (in a car engine) an explosive igniting of fuel that oc- 
curs too soon for proper combustion. 

back-gam-mon (bak/gam/an) /'bæk,gæmən/ n. [non- 
count] a game for two persons in which pieces are 
moved around a board according to throws of the dice. 

back-ground (bak/ground’) /'bak,grawnd/ n. [count] 1. 
[usually singular) the ground, parts, people, or things at 
the back or rear, as of a picture, a painting, or a place. 
2. a person's origin, education, and experience in rela- 
tion to his or her status: comes from a musical back- 
ground, 3. the conditions or causes of an event or situa- 
tion: The book explores the background of the war. 
—adj, [before a noun) 4. of, relating to, or being a back- 
ground: background noise. 

backhand (bak’hand’) /'bæk hænd/ n. [count] 1. a 
stroke, as with a racket, made with the back of the hand 
turned forward. 2. [usually singular] handwriting that 
slopes toward the left: / recognized her backhand on the 
envelope. —adj. [before a noun] 3. backhanded. —adv. 
4. in a backhanded way. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to strike with 
a backhand. —back/hand/er, n. [count] 

back-hand-ed (bak/han/did) /‘bak,hendid/ adj. 1. per- 
formed with the back of the hand turned forward: a back- 
handed tennis stroke. 2. sloping in a downward direction 
from left to right: backhanded writing. 3. ambiguous and 
often the opposite in meaning: a backhanded compli- 
ment. —adv. 4. with the hand across the body: caught 
the ball backhanded. —back’hand/edsly, adv. 

back-ing (bak/ing) /‘beekin/ n. 1. [noncount] aid; sup- 
port: the backing of the president. 2. [noncount] sup- 
porters thought of as a group: His backing includes civil- 
rights organizations. 3. (count; usually singular] Some- 
thing that forms a support: Put a cardboard backing on 
the photo. 

back-elash (bak/lash’) /'bek,lef/ n. [count] a strong 
negative reaction, as to some social or political change: a 
backlash by voters to rising property taxes. 

back-less (bak/lis) /‘beklis/ adj. (of clothing) not having 
a back. 

back-log (bak/lôg/, -log’) /‘'bw&k,log, -,log/ n. [count] a 
group of unfinished tasks. 

back’ or/der, n. [count] an order for merchandise that 
is temporarily not in stock but will be delivered as soon 
as it is received. 

back-pack (bak/pak’) /'bæk,pæk/ n. [count] 1. a pack 
or knapsack carried on one’s back. See illustration at 
scHoot. —v. [no obj] 2. to hike using a backpack. 
—back/pack/er, n. [count] 

back/-ped/al, v. [no obj), -ped-aled, -ped-al-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -ped-alled, -ped-al-ling. 1. to slow down the 
forward motion of a bicycle by pressing backward on the 
pedals. 2. to reverse one’s previous stand on a matter: 
When voters complained about the new tax, the senator 
backpedaled. 

backerest (bak/rest’) /'bak,rest/ a. [count] a support 
used to rest one’s back. 

back/’seat driv’er (bak/sét’) /‘bick,siyt/ n. [count] an 
automobile passenger who offers the driver directions, 
instructions, advice, or criticism that are not asked for. 


back-side (bak/sid’) /'bwk,sayd/ a. [count] rump; 
buttocks. 

back-slap-ping (bak/slap/ing) /'bwk,slepin/ a. [non- 
count] a big, usually false display of friendliness. 


—back/slap’per, n. [count] 

backeslash (bak/slash’) /‘bak,slef/ n. [count] a short, 
oblique stroke (\). 

backeslide (bak/slid’) /'bæk,slayd/ v. [no obj], -slid, -slid 
or -slid-den, -slid-ing. to return to bad habits, or unde- 
sirable activities: Addicts often backslide into drug use. 

back/slid/’er, n. [count] 

back-space (bak/spās/) /'bæk,speys/ v, -spaced, 
-spac-ing, n. —v. [no obj) 1. to move the typing ele- 
ment of a typewriter or the cursor on a computer display 
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one space backward. —n. [count] 2. the key on a type- 
writer or computer keyboard used for backspacing. 

back-stage (bak/staj’) /‘bek'steyd3/ adv. 1. behind the 
stage in a theater. —adj. [before a noun} 2. located or 
occurring backstage. 3. of or relating to the private lives 
of entertainers: backstage gossip. —n. [noncount] 4. a 
backstage area of a theater. 

back-stop (bak/stop’) /'bek,stop/ n. [count] 1. a bar- 
rier, as a wall, that prevents a ball from going beyond the 
normal playing area. 2. Baseball. the catcher. 

back-stretch (bak/strech’) /‘bak'stretf/ n. [count] the 
straight part of a race track leading to the finish line. 

back-stroke (bak/strdk’) /'bæk,strowk/ n. 1. [count] a 
backhanded stroke. 2. [moncount] a swimming stroke 
performed lying on one’s back. 

back’ talk’, n. [noncount] an impolite, audacious an- 
swer; impudence. 

back’ to back’ or back/-to-back/, adj. [usually: be- 
fore a noun) following one immediately after the other; 
consecutive: back-to-back defeats. 

back-track (bak/trak’) /‘bek,trek/ v. [no obj] 1. to re- 
turn over the same course, path, or route. 2. to withdraw 
from a position; reverse a policy: Because of budget cuts 
they backtracked from their plans to expand. 

back-up (bak/up’) /‘bek,ap/ n. 1. [count] a person or 
thing that supports; backing. 2. [noncount) an accumula- 
tion due to stoppage. 3. an alternate or substitute kept 
in reserve: [count]: She kept her original disks and her 
backups in a safe place. [noncount): What backup do you 
have in case the power fails? 

backward (bak/ward) /'bekward/ adv. Also, back/- 
wards. 1. toward the back or rear: / leaned backward in 
my chair. 2. with the back moving first or facing forward: 
The helicopter New backward. 3. in the reverse of the 
usual or right way: counting backward from 100. 4. to- 
ward the past: Looking backward, | remember how | felt. 
—adj. 5. [before a noun) directed toward the back or 
past: a backward look, 6. [before a noun) reversed; re- 
turning: a backward movement. 7. behind in time, prog- 
ress, or development: send help to backward countries. 
8. bashful or hesitant; shy: a little backward giving his 
opinions. —Idiom. 9. backward(s) and forward(s), in 
every detail; thoroughly. 10. bend, lean, or fall over 
backward, [no obj] to make a serious effort: He bent 
over backward to be polite. —back/wardely, adv. 
—back/wardeness, n. [noncount] 

back-waster (bak/w0/ter, -wot/ar) /‘bek,wotor, -,wotor/ 
n. 1. [noncount] water held or forced back, as by a dam. 
2. [count] a place or condition of backwardness: a cul- 
tural backwater. 

backwoods (bak’w66dz/) /'bek'wudz/ n. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] wooded or partly uncleared 
and unsettled districts. 

back-yard (bak/yard’) /‘'bek'yard/ n. [count] the yard 
behind a house. 

ba-con (ba/kan) /‘beykan/ n. [noncount] 1. the back and 
sides of a hog, salted and dried or smoked. —Idiom. 
2. bring home the bacon, to support oneself and one’s 
family. 

bac-tesrisa (bak tér’é ə) /bek'troriya/ n. [plural], sing. 
bac-te-ri-eum (bak tērē əm) /bek'tiariyom/. a group of 
microscopic, one-celled organisms, some of which are 
involved in infectious diseases, fermentation, and decay. 
—bac-te/rieal, adj. 

bac-te-ri-ol-o-gy (bak tér’é ol/a jé) /bwxk,tioriy'plod3iy/ 
n., [noncount] a branch of microbiology dealing with bacte- 
ria. —bac-te-ri-o-log-i-cal (bak tér’é ə loji kəl) 
[bæk tioriya'lod3ikal/, bae-te/ri-o-log/ic, adj. —bac-te’- 
ri-ol/o-gist, n. [count] 

bac-te-rieum (bak tēr/ē əm) /bæk'troriyəm/ n. [count] 
the singular form Of BACTERIA. 

bad (bad) /bæd/ adj., worse (wûrs) /w3rs/ worst (wurst) 
/warst/; (Slang) bad-der, bad-dest for 16; n., adv. —adj. 
1. not good in any manner or degree: bad traffic. 2. 
wicked or evil in character: the bad witch. 3. of low or in- 
ferior quality; deficient: bad roads. 4. disobedient or 
naughty: She was a very bad girl today. 5. inaccurate; in- 
correct: a bad guess. 6. Causing injury or harm: Sugar is 
bad for the teeth. 7. suffering from sickness, pain, or in- 
jury: He was so bad yesterday that he stayed in bed. 8. 
diseased, decayed, or weakened: a bad heart. 9. spoiled 
or rotten: The milk has gone bad. 10. disagreeable; un- 
pleasant: bad dreams. 11. severe; intense: a bad flood. 
12. regretful, sorry, sad, or upset: He felt bad about leav- 
ing. 13. showing or having a lack of skill or ability: What 
a bad actor! (be + ~ + at]: | was really bad at drawing. 
14. unfortunate or unfavorable: bad news. 15. (before a 
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noun] (of a debt) unlikely to be paid and so treated as a 
loss: bad loans. 16. Slang. outstandingly good; first-rate: 
He is one bad drummer. —n. (rroncount} 17. something 
that is bad: to take the bad with the good. —adv. 18. In- 
formal. badly: She wanted it bad enough to steal it. 
—Idiom. 19. badly or bad off, poor; destitute: They 
were badly off during the Depression. 20. in a bad way, 
in severe trouble or distress: She’s in a bad way now. 21. 
not (half, so, or too) bad, somewhat good; tolerable: 
not lalf bad for a first effort. 22. too bad, a. (used to ex- 
press regret or disappointment): You didn't pass? Oh, 
that’s too bad. b. (used to express impatience or lack of 
concern): You don't like it here? Too bad. —bad/ness, n. 
[noncount] —Usage. You can use the adjective Bap, 
meaning “unpleasant, unattractive, unfavorable, spoiled, 
etc.,” after such verbs as sound, smell, look, and taste: 
The music sourids bad. The locker room smells bad. You 
look pretty bad, are you sick? After the rainstorm the wa- 
ter tasted bad. After the verb feel, you can also use the 
adjective BADLY when describing physical or emotional 
states: She was feeling badly that day. That use is consid- 
ered standard, although Bab is more common in formal 
writing. BAD as an adverb appears mainly in informal situ- 
ations: He wanted it pretty bad. See also BADLY, GOOD. 

bad-die or bad-dy (bad/é) /‘bediy/ n. (count), pl. -dies. 
Slang. a villain or criminal. 

bade (bad) /bæd/ v. a pt. of su. 

badge (baj) /bad3/ n. [count] 1. a special mark, token, 
or device worn as a sign of membership, authority, or 
achievement. 2. any distinctive mark. 

bade-er (bajar) /'bæd3ər/ n. [count] 1. a burrowing, 
nocturnal mammal. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to bother or annoy 
continuously; pester: Reporters seemed to enjoy badger- 
ing the president. 

bad-lands (bad/landz’) ‘bed, landz/ n. [plural] a barren 
area in which soft rock layers have eroded into unusual 
forms. 

bad-ly (bad/lé) /'badliy/ adv., worse (wurs) /wars/ worst 
(wurst) /w3rst/ adj. —adv. 1. in a bad way; incorrectly, in- 
adequately, or unfavorably: speaks French badly; a mar- 
riage that turned out badly. 2. in a wicked, evil, or mor- 
ally wrong way. 3. in a naughty or socially wrong way: 
behaved badly in front of the guests. 4. to a great extent 
or degree; very much: wants the job badly. 5. very un- 
pleasantly; severely: was injured badly during the shoot- 
out. 6. with great distress or emotional display: took the 
news badly. —adj. 7. in ill health; sick: He felt badly and 
had a high fever. 8. sorry; regretful: / feel badly about 
your loss. —Idiom. 9. badly off, [be + ~] a. in need 
of: We are quite badly off for money. b. not having much 
money; poor. 

bad-min-ton (bad/min tn, bad/mitn) /bedmintn, 'bæd- 
mitn/ n. [noncount] a game played on a rectangular 
court by players with light rackets used to hit a shuttle- 
cock over a high net. 

bad/-mouth/ or bad’/mouth’, v. [~ + obj] to criticize, 
often disloyally: disliked her boss, but never bad- 
mouthed him. 

baf-fle (baf’al) /'bæfəl/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. [~ + obj) 
1. to confuse or bewilder; mystify: baffled by her odd be- 
havior. —n. [count] 2. something that slows down, inter- 
feres with, or deflects a flow, as of light, etc. —baf/fler, 
n. [count] 

baf-flesment (baffal mnt) /‘bwfal mnt/ n. [noncount] 
the state of being baffled: His took of complete bafle- 
ment showed that he didn't understand English. 

bag (bag) /bæg/ n., v., bagged, bag-ging. —n. [count] 1. 
a container made of a soft material, as paper or plastic, 
that can be closed at the mouth. 2. a piece of luggage: 
The airline lost my bag. 3. a purse; handbag: The thief 
snatched her bag. 4. the amount a bag can hold: a bag 
of candy. 5. Slang. a small envelope containing narcot- 
ics. 6. something, as skin, hanging loosely: bags under 
his eyes. 7. a base in baseball. 8. Slang (offensive). an 
ugly woman. 9. [usually singular|Slang. a person's 
hobby; avocation: Jazz isn't my bag. —v. 10. [no obj) to 
hang loosely; swell or bulge: These slacks bag at the 
knees. 11. [~ + obj] to pack or put in a bag: bagged my 
groceries. 12. [~ + obj] to kill or catch, as in hunting: 
He bagged two geese. —Idiom. 13. in the bag, Infor- 
mal. almost certain to be obtained or achieved: / thought 
victory was in the bag. 14. leave (someone) holding 
the bag, /nformal. to leave (someone) to take the conse- 
quences: His accomplices flew to South America and left 
him holding the bag. 

ba-gel (ba/gel) /‘beygal/ n. [count] a chewy, doughnut- 
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shaped roll of dough that is simmered in water and 
baked. 

bag-gage (baq/ij) /begid3/ n. [noncount] 1. trunks, 
suitcases, etc., used in traveling; luggage: Mow much 
baggage are you taking on your trip? 2. something that 
limits one’s freedom; impediments: Emotional baggage 
from his first marriage prevented him from remarrying. 

bag-gy (bag/é) /'bægiy/ adj, -giver, -gi-est. hanging 
loosely: baggy trousers. —bag/gieness, n. [noncount] 

bag’ la/dy, n. [count] a homeless woman who carries 
her belongings in shopping bags. 

bag-pipe (bag/pip^) lbæg,payp/! n. [count] Often, 
bagpipes.[plural] a reed instrument made up of a mel- 
ody pipe and other pipes sounded by air forced out of a 
leather bag. —bag/pip/er, n. [count] 

bah (bä, ba) /ba, ba/ interj. (used to express contempt 
or annoyance): “Bal, humbug,” said Scrooge. 

Ba-ha-mi-an (ba hā/mē ən) /ba'heymiyan/ n. (count) 1. 
a person born or living in the Bahamas. —adj. 2. of or 
relating to the Bahamas: Bahamian English. 

bail’ (bal) /beyl/ n. [noncount] 1. money given to a court 
of law to guarantee that a person released from jail will 
return at an appointed time. 2. the state of release after 
paying bail. —v. 3. bail out, a. to pay the bail for: [= 
obj + out]: Her father bailed her out. (~ + out + obj): 
We bailed out the protesters. b. to help (someone) to get 
out of a difficult situation: (~ + obj + out): I bailed ler 
out with some money. [~ + out + obj): I bailed out the 
child by explaining why he was late. —Idiom. 4. jump 
bail, to run away while free on bail. 

bail? (bal) /beyl/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to remove (water) from a 
boat, as with a bucket: They bailed gallons of water from 
the boat. 2. bail out, to make a parachute jump from an 
airplane: [no obj): The pilot told his crew to bail out. [ees 
+ out + of + obj): They bailed out of the fiery jet. —n. 
[count] 3. a container, such as a dipper, used for bailing. 

bail-iff (ba/lif) /'beylf/ u. (court) 1. an officer who 
keeps order in the court, makes arrests, etc. 2. (in Brit- 
ain) the chief magistrate in a town. 3. (esp. in Britain) an 
overseer Of an estate. 

bail-iewick (bā/lə wik/) /'beyla,wik/ n. [count] 1. the 
district of a bailiff. 2. a person's area of skill, knowledge, 
or authority: Helping people get justice is his bailiwick. 

bail-out (bal/out’) /'beylawt/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
parachuting from an aircraft. 2. a rescue from financial 
distress. 

bait (bat) /beyt/ n. 1. [noncount)] something, esp. food, 
used as a lure in fishing or hunting. 2. something that 
tempts or entices: [noncount]: used a beautiful woman 
as bait to trap the spy. (count; usually singular]: used the 
low price as a bait to get ime to sign a deal. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to prepare (a hook or trap) with bait: baited the 
mouse trap with cheese. 4. to set dogs upon (an ani- 
mal): Baiting bears is cruet 5. to torment, esp. with vi- 
cious remarks: Hecklers baited the speaker. 

baize (baz) /beyz/ n. [noncount] a soft, feltlike fabric 
used for the tops of game tables. 

bake (bak) /beyk/ v., baked, bak-ing, n. 1. to cook by 
dry heat in an oven: [~ + obj]: My wife bakes delicious 
pies. {no obj): Her husband likes to bake. 2. [no obj] to 
become baked: /t took the bread an hour to bake. 3. EZ 
+ obj] to harden or dry by heating: baked clay pots in a 
Special oven. 

bak-er (ba/kar) /'beykar/ n. [count] a person who bakes, 
esp. one who makes and sells bread, cake, etc. 

bak/er’s doz/en, n. (count; usually singular) a dozen 
plus one; 13. 

bak-er-y (ba’ka rē, bak/ré) /'beykoariy, ‘'beykriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -er-ies. a place where baked goods are made 
or sold. Also called bake-shop (bak/shop/) /'beyk fop/. 

bak/ing pow/der, 1. (noncount] powder used in bak- 
ing to cause dough to rise. 

bak/ing so/da, n. (noncount} sodium bicarbonate. 

bak-sheesh (bak/shēsh, bak — shésh/) l'bækfiyf, 
bæk'fiyf/ nu. [noncount] (esp. in the Near and Middle 
East) money given as a tip or a bribe; gratuity. 

bal-aslai-ka (bal/ə li/kə) /,beela'layka/ n. [count], pl. 
-kas. a Russian stringed instrument with a triangular 
body, three strings, and a neck like a guitar. 

balance (bal’ans) /'bæləns/ n., v, -anced, -anc-ing. 
=n. 1. a state of being steady; equilibrium: (noncount): 
The two weights are in balance now. (count; usually sin- 
gular}: trying to establish a new balance of nature's or- 
ganisms. 2. [count; usually singular) something that pro- 
duces a state of balance: Her caution was the perfect 
balance to his impulsiveness. 3. (noncount] the ability to 
maintain the body in a state of equilibrium: Gymnasts 
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need superior balance. 4. [count] an instrument for 
weighing objects. 5. [count; usually singular] something 
that remains; the rest: II do the balance of the work af- 
ter vacation. 6. [count] the amount of money in a bank 
account. —v. 7. to bring to or hold in a state of balance: 
[~ + obj): She can balance a book on her head. [no 
obj): She balanced on one leg. 8. a. [~ + obj] to add up 
the two sides of (an account) and determine the differ- 
ence or make them equal: The accountant balanced the 
books. b. [no obj] to be in a state in which debts are 
equal to credits: The checkbook balances. Sh, [= ar ao) 
+ with/against + obj] to compare the relative weight or 
importance of (two things): You'll have to balance work- 
ing longer hours against the opportunity to earn more 
money. 10. [~ + obj] to serve as a weight or influence 
on one side against another; offset: Fatigue was balanced 
by excitement. —-Idiom. 11. in the balance, with the 
outcome in doubt or suspense: The election hung in the 
balance. 12. off balance, a. not steady: / was caught off 
balance and down | went. b. confused or surprised: The 
question threw me off balance. 13. on balance, with all 
things considered: On balance living abroad was a good 
experience. 

bal’ance beam’, n. [count] 1. a narrow wooden rail 
used for performing feats of balance in gymnastics. 2.a 
gymnastic event for women in which a balance beam is 
used. 

bal”ance of power, n. [noncount] a condition in 
which no single nation is strong enough to dominate the 
others. 

bal’ance sheet’, n. [count] a statement of the financial 
position of a business on a specified date. 

bal-coeny (bal/kə nē) /'balkoniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. 1. 
an elevated platform on the outside wall of a building. 2. 
an upstairs seating area in a theater. 

bald (bôld) /bəld/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having little or no 
hair on the head. 2. [before a noun) without ornament; 
blunt: a bald lie. —bald/ly, adv. —balid/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

bald’ ea/gle, n. [count] a large eagle of the U.S. and 
Canada having a white head. 

bal-der-dash (bdl’dar dash’) /'boldər,dæf/ n. [poncount] 
nonsense. 

bald-ing (bôl/ding) /‘boldin/ adj. becoming bald. 

bale (bal) /beyl/ n., v, baled, baling. —n. [count] 1. a 
large bundle, esp. one tied tightly: loading a few bales of 
cotton. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make into bales. 

bale-ful (bal/fal) /'beylfal/ adj. (of appearance or 
actions) threatening evil; menacing. —bale/ful-ly, adv. 

balk (bôk) /bok/ v. to stop abruptly and refuse to go on: 
[no obj]: The horse balked when the rider tried to force 
him over the wall. [~ + at + verb-ing]: He went along 
with the robbery but balked at committing murder. 

balk-y (b6/ké) /'bokiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. likely to balk: a 
balky car engine. —balk/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

ball’ (bôl) /bol/ n. 1. [count] a round body; sphere: a ball 
of yarn. 2. [count] a round body for use in games, as 
basebail or golf. 3. [noncount] a game played with a ball, 
esp. baseball or softball. 4. [count] a bullet or a solid 
round object shot from a gun or Cannon. 5. [count] a 
part of the human body that is rounded: the ball of the 
thuinb. —v. 6. to form into a ball: [~ + obj]: balled her 
fists and glared at him. [no obj ]: Snow balled on the 
dog's paws. 7. ball up, to make into a mess; confuse: [~ 
+ up + obj): really balled up the assignment. [~ + obj 
+ up): balled it up badly. —Idiom. 8. on the ball, a. 
[be + ~ paying attention; alert: really on the ball when 
you spotted that mistake. b. [have + a lot + ~] intelli- 
gence and ability: Your daughter has a lot on the ball. 9. 
play ball, to work together; cooperate: IfI refuse to play 
ball, theyll get someone who will. 

ball? (bôl) /bol/ n. [count] 1. a large, formal party featur- 
ing social dancing. —Idiom. 2. have a ball, Informal. 
to have a good time. 

bal-lad (bal/ad) /bwlod/ n. [count] 1. a simple poem 
that tells a story and is adapted for singing. 2. a slow 
sentimental popular song. 

bal-last (bal’ast) /‘bwlast/ n. [noncount] 1. heavy mate- 
rial such as rock carried on ships to make them heavier 
and more controllable. 2. gravel or broken stone placed 
under the ties of a railroad to keep the tracks steady. 
ball’ bearing, n. [count] a small hard ball placed in a 
groove between two moving parts of a machine to allow 
the parts to move smoothly. 

ballerina (balə rē/nə) /,bwla'riyns/ nm. [count], pl. 
-nas. a female ballet dancer. 

bal-let (ba la’, bal/ā) /bæ'ley, 'baley/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
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form of theatrical dance that involves formalized 
movements. 2. [count] a theatrical work with ballet danc- 
ing, music, and scenery. 3. [count] a company of ballet 
dancers. —bal-letsic (ba letik, ba-) /bx'letik, bə-/ adj. 

balelis/tic mis/sile (bə lis/tik) /bə'lıstık/ n. [count] a 
missile that is powered and guided at the beginning of its 
launch and then falls freely. 

bal-lis-tics (bə lis/tiks) /bo'listiks/ n. [noncount; usually 
used with a singular verb] the science or study of the 
motion of missiles. 

bal-loon (bə |60n/) /ba'luwn/ n. [count] 1. a rubber bag 
that can be inflated with gas, used as a toy. 2. a bag of 
strong, light material filled with a gas lighter than air so 
as to rise through the air. —v. [no obj] 3. to ride in a 
balloon. 4. to puff out like a balloon. 5. to increase at a 
rapid rate: His weight ballooned when he quit stnoking. 
—adj. [before a noun] 6. puffed out like a balloon: bal- 
loon sleeves. —bal-loon/ist, n. [count] 

bal-lot (bal/at) /'bælət/ n. 1. [count] a sheet on which a 
vote is registered. 2. the method or act of secret voting: 
[count; usually singular): elected her treasurer in a secret 
ballot. [moncount; by + ~ ]: chosen by ballot. 3. [non- 
count] the right to vote. 4. [noncount] the whole number 
of votes cast or recorded. —v. [no obj] 5. to vote by bal- 
lot. 

balle-park (b6l/park’) /‘bol,park/ n. [count] 1. a park or 
stadium where ball games, esp. baseball, are played. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. being a guess or estimate: /f 
you don't know exactly how much the repairs will cost, 
give us a ballpark figure. —Idiom. 3. in the ballpark, 
close to the correct or expected amount: Your price esti- 
mate wasn't exactly right, but it was in the ballpark. 

ball-point (bdl/point’) /‘bol,poynt/ n. [count] a pen in 
which the point is a small ball that rolls against a supply 
of ink. Also called ball/point pen’. 

ballroom (bdl/raom/, -rd0m/) /'bol,ruwm, 
[count] a large room for dancing. 

bal-lyshoo (bal/é hoo’) /'baliy,huw/ n. [noncount) exag- 
gerated claims or statements, as in advertising or public- 
ity; much to-do. 

balm (bam) /bam/ n. [noncount] 1. a sweet-smelling oil 
or Ointment used for healing, soothing, or relieving pain. 
2. something that soothes or comforts: Her friendship 
was a balin to his hurt feelings. 

balmey (bä/mē) /'bamiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. mild and 
refreshing; soothing: balmy weather. 2. Informal. crazy 
or eccentric. —balm/i-ness, n. [Noncount] 

ba-loeney or bo-lo-ney (bə 10/né) /ba'lowniy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. Slang. foolishness; nonsense. 2. BOLOGNA. 

balesa (bôl/sə, bäl7-) /'bolsa, 'bal-/ n., pl. -sas. 1. [count] 
a tropical American tree that yields a light, soft wood. 2. 
[noncount] the wood of the balsa. 

bal-us-ter (bal’a ster) bæləstər/ n. [count] an upright 
support for a railing. —bal/us-tered, adj. 

bal-us-trade (bal/a strad’) /‘biwlo,streyd/ n. [count] a 
railing with its supporting balusters. 

bam:boo (bam boo’) /bam'buw/ n., pi. -boos. 1. a tall 
tropical grass with woody, usually hollow stems and 
stalks of narrow leaves: [noncount]: The panda feeds on 
bamboo. [count]: hacking through the bamboos. 2. 
[noncount] the stem of a bamboo. 

bam-boo:zle (bam bo0o/zal) /bem'buwzal/ v. [~ + obj], 
-zled, -zling. to trick, deceive, or mislead (someone): Its 
easy to bamboozle a gullible person. [~ + obj + into): 
She bamboozled her boss into giving her the day off. [~ 
+ obj + out of}: They bamboozled the alcoholic ont of 
his wallet. 

ban (ban) /bæn/ v., banned, ban-ning, n. —v. 1. to pro- 
hibit, forbid, or bar; interdict: [~ + obj]: The two coun- 
tries agreed to ban the testing of nuclear weapons. [~ F 
obj + from): She was banned from competition. —n. 
[count] 2. a prohibition by law: a ban on smoking. 

baenal (bə nal’, -nal’, ban/l) /ba'nzl, -'nal, 'beynl/ adj. 
lacking freshness or originality; trite: a banal plot. —ba- 
nal/ly, adv. 

baenaleiety (bo nal/a tē) /bo 'nælə tiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being banal. 2. [count] 
an instance of banal writing, speaking, or thinking. 

ba-enanea (bə nan/a) /ba'niens/ n., pl. -naneas. 1. [non- 
count] a tropical plant grown for its nutritious fruit. 2. the 
curved, yellow fruit of the banana: [noncount): two cups 
of mashed banana. [count]: Bananas are full of potas- 
Sinm. 

ba-nan-as (bə nan/az) /ba'nenaz/ adj. Slang. 1. [be + 
~) crazy: You must be bananas if you think | believe you. 
2. go bananas, a. to become excited. b. to become un- 
balanced, as with anger. 
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band! (band) /bænd/ n. [count] 1. a group of persons, 
animals, or things acting or working together: a band of 
protesters. 2. a group of musicians who play chiefly 
brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments: a school 
band. 3. a musical group of a specialized type: a rock 
band. —v. 4. to unite in a troop, company, or group: [no 
obj): The men banded together to look for the lost child. 
[~ + obj]: The men were banded together to chase the 
outlaws out of town. 

band? (band) /biend/ n. [count] 1. a thin, flat strip of ma- 
terial, used esp. for fastening, binding, or as decoration: 
The hat had a band of ribbon. 2. a stripe, as of color: 
white paper with a red band. 3.a plain or simply styled 
ring: a gold wedding band. 4. a specific range of fre- 
quencies, esp. a set of radio frequencies. —v. [~ + obj) 
5. to mark with or attach a band to: The farmer banded 
the carrots in bunches. 

band-age (ban/dij) /'bændıd3/ n., v., -aged, -ag-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a strip of material, as cloth, used to cover 
a wound or sprain. See illustration at HOSPITAL. —y. icas 
Obj) 2. to tie, bind, or cover with a bandage. 

Band/-Aid’, n. (count) 1. Trademark. an adhesive 
bandage with a gauze pad in the center. 2. (often: band- 
aid) a temporary solution to a problem: small federal 
grants that are only band-aids. 

ban-danena (ban dan/’s) /bæn'dænə/ n. [count], pl. -nas. 
a large, usually brightly colored handkerchief often worn 
around the neck or head. 

B and B or B&B, an abbreviation of: 
breakfast. 

ban-dit (ban/dit) /beendit/ n. [count] a robber, esp. a 
member of a marauding band of thieves. 

ban-do-leer or ban-do-lier (ban/dl @r/) /bændļ'iər/ n. 
[count] a wide belt with small loops or pockets for bul- 
lets, worn over the shoulder by soldiers. 

band-stand (band/stand/) bend, stand/ n. [count] a 
raised platform for the players in a band. 

b and w or b&w, an abbreviation of: black and white (a 
type of motion picture, photograph, TV show, etc.). 

band-wag-on (band/wag/en) /'bænd,wægən/ n, [count] 
l. a wagon for carrying a band of musicians, as in a cir- 
cus. ——Idiom. 2. climb or jump on the bandwagon, 
to join a party, cause, or movement that appears to be 
gaining popular support or becoming successful. 

ban-dy (ban/dé) /'bændiy/ v., -died, -dy-ing, adj. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 1. to pass from one to another freely; exchange: 
Various ideas were bandied about. —adj. 2. (of legs) 
curving outward; bowed: a cowboy with bandy legs. 
—ban/di-ness, n. [noncount) 

ban/dy-leg’ged (-leg/id, -legd’) /-,legid, 
bowlegged. 

bane (ban) /beyn/ n. [count; usually singular] 1. a per- 
son or thing that ruins: Gambling was the bane of his 
life. 2. a poison (used in combination, as in the names of 
poisonous plants): wolfsbane; henbane. 

bang’ (bang) /ben/ n. [count] 1. a sudden loud, explo- 
sive noise, as the firing of a gun: slammed the door with 
a bang. 2. a strong, violent blow: a nasty bang on the 
head. 3. [usually singular) Informal. thrill; excitement: 
gets the biggest bang out of mud wrestling. —v. 4. to 
Strike violently or noisily; pound: [no obj): The police 
banged on the door. [~ + obj]: She banged the table 
with her fists. 5. to bump painfully: [no obj): My head 
banged into the wall. {~ + obj): | banged my knee. 6. 
[no obj] to make a loud, explosive noise: The shutter 
banged against the wall. 7. bang up, to cause physical 
harm to: [~ + up + obj): badly banged up in the acci- 
dent. [~ + obj + up): banged the car up. —adv. 8. pre- 
cisely; exactly: stood bang in the middle of the road. 

bang? (bang) /ban/ n. [count] Often, bangs. [plural a 
fringe of hair cut to fall over the forehead. 

Ban-gla-desh+i (bang/la desh’é) /,banla'defiy/ n., pl. 
-desh-is, adj. —n. [count] 1. a person born or living in 
Bangladesh. —adj. 2. of or relating to Bangladesh. 

ban-gle (bang/gal) bangal/ n. [count] a ring-shaped 
band or bracelet worn around the wrist or ankle. 

bang/-up’, adj. [before a noun) Informal. excellent; ex- 
traordinary: did a bang-up job. 

ban-ish (ban/ish) /'benif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to send 
(someone) away, esp. to exile; expel: Napoleon was ban- 
ished to an island. 2. to send or drive out, esp. from the 
mind: to banish sad thoughts. —ban-ish-ment, n. (non- 
count) 

ban-is-ter or banenis-ter (ban/ə stor) /'bænəstər/ n. 
[count] Sometimes, banisters. (p/ura/] a handrail and its 
supporting posts, esp. on a staircase: balustrade. 

ban-jo (ban/j5) /bxnd3ow/ n. [count], pl. -jos, -joes. a 
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stringed musical instrument with a neck, a round body, 
and a front of tightly stretched parchment. —ban/jo-ist, 
n. (count) 

bank! (bangk) /benk/ n. [count] 1. a long pile or heap; 
mass: a bank of clouds. 2. a slope; incline: trees planted 
on the bank to the highway. 3. the slope of land that 
borders a stream, river, or lake: The banks of the river 
had overflowed. —v. 4. [~ + obj) to border with or like a 
bank: a round area banked with seats. 5. to pile up or 
form into a bank: [~ + obj): The plow banked the snow 
into my driveway. [no obj]: The snow banked up about 
30 feet during the blizzard. 6. [~ + obj] to cover (a fire) 
with ashes to make it burn more slowly. 7. [no obj] to tip 
or incline to one side: The plane banked to the left. 8. 
[no Obj) (of a road) to slope upward from the inner edge 
to the outer edge at a curve: The road banks at a Sharp 
angle here. 

bank? (bangk) /bæpk/ n. [count] 1. a business institution 
for receiving, lending, and keeping money safe. See ıl- 
LUSTRATION. 2. a small container for holding money, esp. 
coins. 3. a special storage place: a blood bank. 4. a re- 
serve or collection: data banks. —v. 5. to keep or deposit 
(money) in a bank: [~ + obj]: banked her Salary. (no 
obj): Where do you bank? 6. bank on or upon, [~ + on/ 
upon + Obj) to count on; depend on: /f she Says she'll 
be there, you can bank on it. 

bank? (bangk) /bæņk/ n. [count] 1. a group of objects in 
a line or a row. 2. a number of similar devices connected 
to act together: a bank of computer terminals. 

bank’ card’, n. [count] a card issued by a bank for 
credit or identification purposes. 

bank-er (bang/kar) benkar/ n. [count] a person em- 
ployed by a bank, esp. as an executive. 

bank’ holiday, n. [count] a weekday on which banks 
are Closed, as for a legal holiday. 

bank-ing (bang/king) /beenkin/ n. (noncount] the busi- 
ness carried on by or with a bank. 

banksroll (bangk/rdl’) benk rowl/ n. (count; usually 
singular] 1. money in one’s possession. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to provide funds for; to finance: The government 
bankrolls the welfare system. 

bank-rupt (bangk/rupt, -rapt) ‘benkrapt, -rəpt/ n. 
[count] 1. a person found by a court to be unable to pay 
debts and whose property is divided among creditors. 
—adj. 2. not having enough money to pay debts. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to make bankrupt. 

bank-rupt-cy (bangk/rupt sé, -rap sé) /‘bankraptsiy, 
-ropsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [noncount] the state of being 
bankrupt. 2. [count] an instance of becoming bankrupt: 
Many bankruptcies were filed during the recession. 

banener (ban/er) /'benor/ n. [count] 1. a flag, as of a 
country. 2. a piece of material, such as cloth, carried in 
processions. —adj. [before a noun) 3. leading; outstand- 
ing: a banner year for soybeans. 

banenis-ter (ban/ə stor) /'bienostor/ 1. BANISTER. 

ban-quet (bang/kwit) /‘benkwit/ n. [count] 1. a large, 
splendid feast. 2. a large public dinner, esp. one to 
honor a person. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to entertain with a 
banquet. —ban/quet-er, ban-que-teer (bang/kwi tér/) 
/benkwi'tior/ n. [count] 

ban-shee (ban/shē) /'benfiy/ n. [count], pl. -shees. (in 
Irish folklore) a spirit in the form of a wailing woman who 
appears to or is heard by members of a family as a sign 
that one of them is about to die. 

ban-tam (ban/tam) /'bæntəm/ n. [count] a chicken of a 
very small size. 

ban-tam-weight (ban/tem wat’) bentam,weyt/ n. 
[count] a boxer who weighs up to 118 pounds (53 ko). 

ban-ter (ban/tar) /'bæntər/ n. [noncount] 1. playful teas- 
ing. —v. [no obj] 2. to tease playfully: The president ban- 
tered with reporters. 

Ban-tu (ban/too) /'bæntuw/ n., pl. -tus, -tu, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a member of a group of black African people 
in southern and central Africa whose languages and cul- 
tures are interrelated. 2. a grouping of languages spoken 
by the Bantu. —adj. 3. of or relating to the Bantu or to 
the group of languages spoken by them. 

ban-yan (ban’yan) /'benyon/ n. [count] an East Indian 
fig tree with branches that send out roots to the ground 
and sometimes cause the tree to spread over a wide 
area. 

ba-o-bab (bā/ō bab’) /'beyow,bivb/ n. [count] a large 
tropical African tree that has an extremely thick trunk and 
a gourdlike fruit. 

bap-tism (bap’tiz om) /‘beeptizom/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
ceremony in which a person is sprinkled or covered with 
water as a sign of acceptance into the Christian church. 
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2. [count] an instance or occasion of baptism: Babies bare’ bones/, n. [plural] the essential facts of some- 


sometimes cry during their baptisms. —bap-tis-mal 
(bap tiz’mal) /bep'tizmal/ adj. 

Bap-tist (bap/tist) /‘beptist/ n. {count} 1. a branch of 
the Christian church whose members baptize believers 
by covering them completely with water. —adj. 2. of or 
relating to Baptists. 

bap-tize (bap tiz’, bap/tiz) /Dep'tayz, 'beptayz/ v. [~ + 
obj (+ obj)], -tized, -tiz-ing. 1. to sprinkle with or cover 
with water in baptism: She was baptized a Roman Catho- 
lic. 2. to give a name to at baptism; christen: She was 
baptized Barbara. —bap-tiz/er, n. [count 

bar (bär) /bar/ n, v, barred, barring, prep. —n. 
[count] 1. a long, evenly shaped piece of some solid sub- 
stance, as metal or wood, used esp. as a safeguard or 
obstruction: The prisoners looked through the bars of 
their cells. 2. a piece of solid material that is longer than 
it is wide: a bar of soap. 3. a ridge or bank of material 
such as sand near the surface of a body of water. 4. 
something that blocks one’s path or progress: His accent 
is a bar to his becoming a radio announcer. 5. a counter 
or place where beverages, esp. liquors, are served to 
customers: had a drink at the bar. See illustration at HO- 
Tet. 6. a. (count; usually singular: the + ~] the legal 
profession: admitted to the bar. b. the practicing mem- 
bers of the legal profession. c. a railing in a courtroom 
separating the public from the judges, etc. 7. a line 
marking the division between two measures of music. 
—v. [~ + obj] 8. to equip or fasten with a bar or bars: 
barred the door. 9. to block by or as if by bars: The po- 
lice barred the exits. 10. to prevent: exclude: a religion 
that bars divorce; barred from membership in a club. 
—prep. 11. except; excluding; omitting; but: We were all 
invited bar none. 

barb (barb) /barb/ n. [count] 1. a point curving backward 
from a hook or arrowhead. 2. a deliberately unkind re- 
mark. 

bar-bar-iean (bär bâr/ē ən) /bar'beəriyən/ n. [count] a 
person regarded as wild, primitive, or uncivilized. —bar» 
bar/i-an-ism, n. {noncoune] 

bar-bar-ic (bar bar/ik) /bar'bartk/ adj. 1. lacking civili- 
zation; primitive. 2. cruel. —bar-bar’i-calely, adv. 

barbarism (bar/ba riz/əm) /'barba,rizam/ n. 1. (non- 
count] the state of being barbarous. 2. [count] a barba- 
rous act. 

bar-bar-i-ty (bär bar/i tē) /bar'beeritiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] brutal behavior; cruelty. 2. [count] an act or 
instance of barbarity. 

bar-ba-rous (bär/bər əs) /'barbərəs/ adj. 1. not civilized; 
wild. 2. savage; cruel. —bar/ba-rous-ly, adv. 

bar-be-cue or bar-be-que (bar/bi ky60/) /'barbi,kyuw/ 

n., V., -cued or -qued, -cu-ing or -queing. —n. (count) 1. 
a grill for cooking food over an open fire. 2. a meal, usu- 
ally outdoors, at which food is roasted over an open fire. 
—v. 3. to broil or roast (food) over an open fire: [no obj): 
It's a pleasant evening; let's barbecue for a change. [~ + 
obj): Let's barbecue steaks. 

barbed (barbd) /burbd/ adj. 1. having a barb or barbs. 
2. intended to be unpleasant and unkind; cutting. 

barbed’ wire’, n. (noncount] wire with sharply pointed 
barbs used esp. for fences. Also called barbwire. 

bar-be-que (bär/bi kydo’) /'barbi,kyuw/ n., v., -qued, 

-qu-ing. BARBECUE. 

bar-ber (bar’ber) /'barbər/ n. [count] a person whose 
Job is to cut the hair of men or boys. 

bar-bi-tuerate (bär bich/ər it, -ə rat’) /bar'bitforit, 
-a,reyt/ n. [count] a chemical used in medicine to calm 
people. 

barb-wire 
BARBED WIRE. 

bar’ code’, n. [count] a series of lines printed on or 
applied to an item for identification by an optical scan- 
ner. 

bard (bard) /bard/ n. [count] a poet. 

bare (bar) /beor/ adj., bar-er, bar-est, v., bared, bar. 
ing. —adj. 1. without covering or clothing; naked: bare 
legs. 2. without the usual furnishings, etc.: bare walls 
without pictures. 3. [before a noun] not more than: only: 
a bare three miles. 4. (before a noun] being scarcely 
enough; minimum: the bare necessities. —v. [~ + obj] 
5. to uncover; show: The dog bared its teeth. 6. to let 
(something) be known; divulge: bared damaging new 
facts. —bare/ness, n. [(noncoune] 

bare-back (bar/bak’) /‘bear,bek/ also bare’backed/, 
adj., adv. on a horse with no saddle: a bareback rider; 
rode bareback. 


(barb/wir’) /'barb'way®°r/ n. [noncount] 


thing: Reduce this report to its bare bones. 

bare-faced (bar/fast’) “beor feyst/ adj. (usually: before 
a noun) showing no shame; brazen: a barefaced lie. 
—bare-fac-ed-ly (bar/fa/sid lē, -fast’-) /'beor,feysrdliy, 
- feyst-/ adv. —bare/fac’ed-ness, n. (noncount] 

bare-foot (bar/faot’) bear fut/ also bare/foot/ed, 
adj., adv. with bare feet: a barefoot boy; ran barefoot 
down the hill. 

bare-hand-ed (bar*han/did) /'beor'hendid/ adj., adv. 
with hands uncovered: a barehanded grab at the ball; 
caught the baseball barehanded. 

baresly (bar) /‘bearliy/ adv. 1. no more than; scarcely: 
barely enough money to pay the rent. 2. in a bare way; 
scantily; meagerly: a barely furnished room. 

bar-gain (bar’gan) /'bargan/ n. [count] 1. a purchase to 
one’s advantage, esp. at less than the usual cost. 2. an 
agreement between parties: made a bargain to take 
furns driving. —v. 3. to discuss the terms of a bargain; 
negotiate: [no obj]: bargained Skillfully, (~ + with + 
obj]: Management bargained with labor. [~ + fon obj): 
She might bargain for custody of the children. 4. bar- 
gain on or for [~ + on/for + obj] to expect to get; an- 
ticipate receiving: She got more than she bargained for 
when she married him. —Idiom. 5. drive a hard bar- 
gain, to argue very hard to get a favorable agreement. 6. 
in or into the bargain, in addition; besides. 

barge (barj) /burd3/ n, v, barged, barg-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a flat-bottomed boat, usually pushed or towed, 
for carrying heavy freight or Passengers. —v. 2. [no obj] 
to move aggressively and clumsily: The police began to 
barge through the crowd. 3. barge in, [no obj] to in- 
trude or interfere, esp. rudely: There's no need to barge 
in. 4. barge in on, [~ + in + on + obf} to interrupt or 
interfere in, esp. rudely: She barged in on our meeting. 

bar’ graph’, n. [count] a graph with parallel bars of 
differing lengths to illustrate differing amounts. 

bar-i-tone (bar/i ton’) /'ber,town/ n. [count] 1. a male 
singing part lower than a tenor and higher than a bass. 
2. a singer with such a voice. See -Ton-. 

barium (bar’é əm, bar/-) l'beəriyom, 'bær-/ n. [non- 
count] a whitish, soft metallic element. 

bark? (bark) /bark/ n. [count] 1. the sharp cry of a dog, 
fox, or similar animal. 2. a short, explosive sound, as of 
coughing: the bark of machine guns. —v. 3. [no obj] (of 
a dog or other animal) to make a bark: The dog barked 
all night. 4. [no obj] to make a sound similar to a bark: 
The big guns barked. 5. to speak sharply or harshly: [~ 
+ obj]: a habit of barking orders. {no Obj): barked at his 
subordinate. —Idiom. 6. bark up the wrong tree, to 
direct one’s efforts in the wrong place. 

bark? (bark) /bark/ n. (noncount] 1. the outside covering 
of the woody stems of plants, esp. of trees. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to scrape the skin of, as by rubbing: barked his 
Shins. 

bark? or barque (bark) /bark/ n. [count] a sailing vessel 
with three or more masts and square sails. 

bark-er (bär/kər) /‘barkor/ n. [count] a person who 
Stands at the entrance to a show and calls out its attrac- 
tions to people walking by. 

bar-ley (bar/lé) /‘barliy/ n. {noncount] 1. a cereal plant 
of the grass family. 2. the grain of barley, used as food 
and in making beer and whiskey. 

barsmaid (bar/mad/) /'bar,meyd/ n. [count] a woman 
who serves drinks at a bar; bartender. 

barsman (bär/mən) /'barmən/ n. [count], pl. -men. a 
man who serves drinks at a bar; bartender. 

bar mitz-vah (bär mits/və) /'bar mitsvo/ n. (count; of- 
ten: Bar Mitzvah) 1. a ceremony for admitting a boy of 
15 as an adult member of the Jewish community. 2. a 
boy participating in a bar mitzvah. 

barn (barn) /barn/ n. [count] a building for storing hay 
and grain, and often for keeping animals. See illustration 
at LANDSCAPE. 

bar-na-cle (bär/nə kəl) /'barnəkəl/ n. [count] a shellfish 
living in salt water and attaching itself to ship bottoms 
and floating timber. —bar/na-cled, adj. 

barn-storm (bärn/stôrm/) /‘barn,storm/ v. [no obj] to 
travel in rural areas conducting a political campaign, 
Speaking in public, or giving dramatic shows. 

barn-yard (barn/yard’) /'barn,yord/ n. [count] a yard 
that is next to or surrounds a barn. 

ba-rom-e-ter (bə ronvi tər) /bə'romıtər/ n. [count] 1. 
an instrument that measures atmospheric pressure. 2. 
something that indicates changes: The stock market is a 
barometer of the economy. —bar-o-met-ric (bar’/a me/- 
trik) /,biera'metrik/ adj. See -meter-. 


baron to basic 


baron (bar’on) /'beron/ n. [count] 1. a member of the 
lowest grade of nobility. 2. a powerful, wealthy person: a 
railroad baron. 

bar-on-ess (bar’a nis) /'bewronts/ n. [count] 1. the wife 
of a baron. 2. a woman holding the rank of baron. 
—Usage. See -ESS. 

bar-on-et (bar’a nit, bar’a net’) /‘bwrantt, bærə'net/ n. 
[count] a member of an order of honor, ranking below 
the barons. 

ba.ro.nisal (bə rō/nē əl) /ba'rowniyal/ adj. [usually be- 
fore a noun) of, relating to, or suitable for a baron. 

ba-roque (bə rok’) /bə'rowk/ adj. 1. (often: Baroque] of 
or being a style of architecture and art of the early 17th 
to mid-18th century marked by lively decoration and dra- 
matic effect. 2. (sometimes: Baroque] of or relating to 
the musical period following the Renaissance, extending 
roughly from 1600 to 1750. 

barque (bark) /bark/ n. BARK’. 

barerack (bar/ək) /'bærək/ n. [count] Usually, barracks. 
[plural a building or group of buildings in which soldiers 
can live or work. 

barera-curda (bar’a koo’da) /bærə'kuwdə/ n. [count], 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -da, (esp. for kinds or 
species) -das. a long, slender fish of warm seas. 

barrage (bə razh’) /bo'ra3/ u., v., -raged, -rag-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. heavy continuous gunfire to protect troops 
or to stop an enemy advance. 2. an overwhelming 
amount, as of words: a barrage of questions. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to subject to a barrage: barraged by questions 
from reporters. 

barerel (bar/al) /bærəl/ n, v., -reled, -reling or (esp. 
Brit.) -relled, -rel-ling. —. [count] 1. a rounded con- 
tainer for liquids. 2. the amount that a barrel can hold: a 
barrel of crude oil. 3. the metal tubelike part of a gun 
from which the bullet comes out. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to put 
or pack in a barrel or barrels. 5. [#0 obj] to drive or 
move at high speed: They were barreling along at 95 
miles an hour. —Idiom. 6. over a barrel, placed in a 
difficult situation. 

bar-ren (bar’an) /'bærən/ adj. 1. not producing off- 
spring; sterile. 2. not able to grow crops: barren fields. 
3. [before a noun] not producing results; fruitless: a bar- 
ren effort. 4. unable to interest or attract: a barren pe- 
riod in architecture. —bar’renely, adv. —bar/ren-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

bar-rette (ba ret’) /ba'ret/ n. [count] a clasp for holding 
a woman's or girl's hair in place. 

barricade (bar/i kad’) /'bærı,keyd/ n., v, -cad-ed, 
-cad-ing. —n. [count] 1. a barrier of large objects, in- 
tended to stop an enemy: a barricade of overturned 
buses. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to block with a barricade. 3. to 
shut in with or as if with a barricade: He barricaded him- 
self behind a folding screen. 

barrier (bar/ē or) /'bæriyər/ n. [count] 1. something, 
such as a fence, that bars passage or progress. 2. some- 
thing that obstructs or limits: trade barriers. 

barring (bär/ing) /'bartn/ prep. except for; excepting: 
Barring further delays, I'll be there. 

bareri-o (bar’é 6’, bar’-) /'bariy,ow, 'bær-/ n. [count], pl. 
-ricos. a section of a U.S. city inhabited chiefly by Span- 
ish-speaking people. 

bar-ris-ter (bar’a ster) /'bærəstər/ n. [count] (in Eng- 
land) a lawyer who may speak in the higher courts. Com- 
pare souicitor (def. 5). 

barroom (bar/rdom/’, -r60m/) /'bar,ruwm, -rom/ n. 
[count] an establishment or room with a bar for the serv- 
ing of alcoholic beverages. 
bar-row (bar/6) /‘bwrow/ n. 
BARROW. 3. Brit. PUSHCART. 
bar-tend-er (bar/ten/dar) /'bar,tendar/ n. [cont] a per- 
son who mixes and serves alcoholic drinks at a bar. See 
illustration at HoTEL. —bar/tend/, v. [no obj} 

bar-ter (bar/tar) /‘bartor/ v. 1. to trade by exchanging 
goods rather than by money: [xo obj}: When money was 
scarce they simply bartered. [~ + obj]: to barter wheat 
for machinery. —n. (noncount) 2. the act or practice of 
bartering. 

bar-y-on (bar/é on’) /‘beeriy,on/ n. (count) a heavy sub- 
atomic particle. —bar’y-on/ic, adj. [before a nom) 
ba-sal (ba/sal, -zal) /‘beysal, -zal/ adj. 1. of, at, or form- 
ing a base. 2. being a basis. —ba/sal-ly, adv. 

ba-salt (ba sôlt/, bas/ôlt, ba/sdlt) /ba'solt, 'bæsəlt, 
'beysolt/ n. [noncount] the dark, dense rock produced 
from lava. —ba-sal/tic, ba-sal-tine (bə sol/tin, -tin) 
/ba'soltin, -tayn/ adj. 

base! (bas) /beys/ n, adj, v, based, bas-ing. —v. 
[court] 1. the part on which something stands: The base 
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of the lamp was made of marble. 2. a fundamental prin- 
ciple; basis: data to be used as a base for further re- 
search. 3. the principal element in a mixture: A soup 
with a base of chicken broth. 4. a starting point from 
which something is begun. 5. a place from which military 
operations proceed: an army base. 6. a. any of the four 
corners of a baseball diamond. b. a square Canvas sack 
marking such a corner. 7. a. the lower side of a figure, 
such as a triangle, in geometry; the side to which an alti- 
tude can be drawn. b. the number that serves as a start- 
ing point for certain mathematical operations. c. the 
number of symbols used in a numerical system. 8. a 
chemical compound that reacts with an acid to form a 
salt. 9. the part of a word to which certain prefixes, suf- 
fixes, or other markers may be added. —adj. [before a 
noun) 10. serving as or forming a base: the explorers 
base camp. —v. 11. [~ + obj + on/upon + obj} to 
make, form, or establish: He based the book on his own 
life. 12. [~ + obj + aton + obj} to station or place ata 
base: an air squadron based on Guam. —Idiom. 13. 
off base, /nformal. seriously wrong: The president's ad- 
visers were off base when they predicted an easy victory. 
14. touch base, [no obj] to get into contact; communi- 
cate: Touch base with me before you leave. —Syn. 
BASE, BASIS, and FOUNDATION all refer to anything upon 
which a structure is built and upon which it rests. BASE 
usually refers to a physical structure that supports some- 
thing: the base of a statue. Basis more often refers to a 
mental or figurative support: the basis of a report. FOUN- 
DATION implies a strong, solid, secure structure under- 
neath: the foundation of a skyscraper; the foundation of 
a theory. 

base’ (bas) /beys/ adj., bas-er, bas-est. 1. not honora- 
ble; morally low: base motives of greed. 2. of little value; 
worthless: base materials. —base/ly, adv. —base/ness, 
n. lnoncount] 

base-ball (bas’bdl’) /‘beys,bol/ n. 1. [woncount] a game 
involving the batting of a hard ball, played by two teams 
of nine players each on a large field with four bases. 2. 
[count] the ball used in baseball. 

base-board (bās/bôrd/, -b6rd’) /'beys,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] a line of boards forming the base of an interior 
wall. 

-based, suffix. -based is attached to some nouns to form 
adjectives. 1. It is attached to nouns of place to form ad- 
jectives meaning “operating or working from”: ground + 
-based ~ ground-based (= operating from the ground); 
New York + -based ~ New York-based (= working from 
New York). 2. It is attached to nouns to form adjectives 
meaning “making use of’: computer + based ~ com- 
puter-based (= making use of computers; as in “com- 
puter-based instruction”); logic + -based ~ logic-based 
(= making use of logic). 

base-less (bas/lis) /'beysls/ adj. having no base; 
groundless: a baseless claim; baseless fears. 

basevline (bas/lin’) /‘beys,layn/ n. [count] 1. the area on 
a baseball diamond within which a runner must stay 
when running from one base to another. 2. the line at 
each end of a tennis court that marks the in-bounds limit 
of play. 3. a basic standard; guideline: These results 
formed a baseline for future studies. Also, base’ line’. 
See -LIN-. 

basement (bās/mənt) /‘beysmoant/ n. [count] a floor or 
story of a building that is partly or completely under- 
ground. 

base’ on balls’, n. [count], pl. bases on balls. Base- 
ball. the awarding of first base to a batter to whom four 
balls have been pitched. 

baeses' (ba/séz) /'beysiyz/ n. pl. of BASIS. 

bas-es? (ba/siz) /‘beysiz/ n. pl. of Base’. 

bash (bash) /bæf/ v. 1. to strike with a blow; smash: [~ 
+ obj]: bashed her head against the shelf. [no obj]: The 
car bashed into a tree. —1. (count) 2. a blow: a bash on 
the nose. 3. a lively party. 

basheful (bash/fal) /'bxJfal/ adj. shy. —bash/ful-ly, adv. 
—bash/ful-ness, s. [nonconnt] 

-basheing, combining form. Use -bashing joined after 
another word to form: 1. nouns meaning “physical as- 
saults against (the noun)”: gay + -bashing ~ gay- 
bashing (= physical assault against gay people). 2. 
nouns meaning “verbally attacking”: China + -bashing ~ 
China-bashing (= verbally attacking China). 

baesic (ba/sik) /‘beysik/ adj. 1. [before a noun) of, relat- 
ing to, or forming a base or basis; fundamental: a basic 
principle. 2. a. of or relating to a chemical base. b. ALKA- 
Line. —v. [count] 3. Often, basics. [plural something 
that is basic; an essential. 
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BASIC (ba/sik) /‘beystk/ n. [proper noun or count) B(e- 
ginner's) A(Il-purpose) S(ymbolic) I(nstruction) C(ode): a 
high-level computer programming language that uses 
English words and punctuation marks. 

ba-si-cal-ly (ba/sik 12) /‘beysikliy/ adv. fundamentally; 
primarily. 

bas-il (baz/al, ba/zal) /'bæzəl, ‘beyzal/ n. [noncount) a 
sweet-smelling herb of the mint family whose leaves are 
used in cooking. 

barsil-ieca (ba sii ka) /ba'siliko/_n. (count), pk -cas. an 
early Christian or medieval church with an oblong shape 
rounded at the end and two or four side aisles. —baesil’- 
ican, adj. 

bassin (ba/san) /‘beysan/ n. [count] 1. a round container 
shaped like a bowl to hold liquid. 2. the quantity that a 
basin can hold. 3. a hollow place containing water. 4. a 
sheltered area along a shore: a yacht basin. 5. an area of 
land drained by a river: the Amazon basin. 

baesis (ba/sis) /'beysis/ n. [count], pi. -ses (-séz). a bot- 
tom or base; foundation: no basis for your opinion. 
— Syn. See sBase'. 

bask (bask) /bæsk/ v. [no obj] 1. to be exposed to 
pleasant warmth: basking in the sun. 2. to take great 
pleasure: The actor basked in appreciative applause. 

bas-ket (bas/kit) /'beskit/ n. [count] 1. a container 
made of flexible, woven material. 2. anything like a bas- 
ket in shape or use: a wastepaper basket. 3. an open net 
hanging from a metal hoop in basketball. 

bas-ket-ball (bas/kit bal’) /beskit,bal/ n. 1. [noncount] 
a game played by two teams who attempt to score points 
by tossing a ball through a basket on the opponent's side 
of the court. 2. [count] the round, inflated balt used in 
basketball. 

bas-re-lief (ba/ri |éf”, bas/-) /bari'liyf, ,bas-/ n. [non- 
count] sculpture in which the figures stand out slightly 
from the background. 

bass’ (bas) /beys/ adj. 1. of the lowest pitch or range: a 
bass Clarinet. 2. of, relating to, or being the lowest part 
in harmonic music. —n. [count] 3. the bass part. 4. a 
bass voice, singer, or instrument. 5. DOUBLE BASS. 

bass’ (bas) /bæs/ n, pl (esp. when thought of as a 
group) bass, (esp. for kinds or species) bass-es. an edi- 
ble freshwater or saltwater fish. 

bas-si-net (bas’a net’) /,besa'net/ n. [count] a basket 
with a hood over one end, for use as a baby’s cradle. 

bas-so (bas/6, bä/sō) /‘besow, 'basow/ n. [count], pl. 
~SOS, -si (-S€). a bass singer. 

bas-soon (ba soon’, ba-) /ba'suwn, ba-/ n. [count] a 
large woodwind instrument of low range. —bas-soon/ist, 
n. (count) 

bas-tard (bas/tard) /'bæstərd/ n. [count] 1. a person 
born of unmarried parents. 2. a. Offensive. a mean, 
cruel, hateful person: That bastard stole alt my money. b. 
Slang. a person, esp. a man: That poor bastard, losing 
his kids in the plane crash. 

baste! (bast) /beyst/ v. [~ + obj], bast-ed, bast-ing. to 
sew with long, loose temporary stitches. —-bast/er, n. 
[count] 

baste? (bast) /beyst/ v. [~ + obj], bast-ed, bast-ing. to 
moisten (food) with drippings, etc., while cooking. 

bas-tion (bas/chan) /'bæstfən/ n. [count] 1. a portion of 
a wall of a fortress that stands out from the main wall. 2. 
a safeguard against harm: a bastion of dermiocracy. 

bat? (bat) /bæt/ n., v., bat-ted, bat-ting. —n. [count}1l.a 
club used in certain games, as baseball, to strike the 
balt. 2. a heavy stick or cudgel. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to 
Strike or hit with or as if with a bat. 4. [no obj] to take 
one’s turn as a batter. —Jdiom. 5. go to bat for, [= sp 
obj) Informal. to help by speaking or acting in favor of. 

bat? (bat) /bæt/ n. [count] a flying nocturnal mammal, 
often the size of a mouse. 

bat? (bat) /bet/ v. [~ + obj), bat-ted, batting. 1. to 
wink or flutter: batted her eyelashes. —Idiom. 2. not 
bat an eye, to show no emotion: didn't bat an eye when 
! told her about the murder. 

-bat-, root. -bat- comes from Latin, where it means 
“beat, fight.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BATTALION, BATTEN, BATTLE, COMBAT. 
batch (bach) /bætf/ n. [count] 1. a quantity taken to- 
gether; lot: a batch of tickets. 2. a quantity made at one 
baking: a batch of cookies. 3. a group of jobs, data, or 
commands treated as a unit for computer processing. 
bated (ba/tid) /'beytıd/ adj. —Idiom. with bated 
breath, holding one’s breath because of strong emotion: 
l waited by the phone with bated breath. 
bath (bath) /b:c0/ n. [connt], pi baths (bathz, bathz, 
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baths, baths). 1. a washing of something, esp. the body, 
for cleansing or medical treatment: a warn bath to relax 
your aching muscles. 2. a container for water or other 
cleansing liquid, as a bathtub. 3. BATHROOM. 4. Often, 
baths. [plural] a swimming pool. 5. Usually, baths. [pin- 
ral] a resort visited for medical treatment by bathing; 
Spa. 6. a preparation, as an acid solution, into which 
something is dipped. —Idiom. 7. take a bath, Infor- 
mal. to suffer a large financial loss: When interest rates 
suddenly went up, we took a bath on ost of our deals. 
—Related Words. Batu is a noun, BATHE is a verb: The 
baby needed a bath. He bathed the baby in warm water. 

bathe (bath) /beyd/ v., bathed, bath-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to give a bath to; wash: / carefully bathed the 
baby in warm water. 2. [no obj) to take a bath or sun- 
bath: / shaved, bathed, and got dressed for the evening. 
3. [~ + obj] to apply water or other liquid to: The nurse 
bathed the wound. 4. [~ + obj] to cover or surround: 
Sunlight was bathing the room. The runner was bathed 
in sweat. 5. [no obj] to swim for pleasure: They went 
bathing but the water was too cold. —n. [count] 6. Brit. 
an act of bathing; bath; swim. —bath-er, n. [count] 

bath-ing (bā/thing) /‘beydin/ n. [noncount] going into 
water to bathe or swim: Bathing in that area was getting 
a little dangerous. 

bath/ing suit’, n. [count] a garment worn for swim- 
ming. Also called swimsuit. 

ba-thos (ba/thos, -thds) /'bey@ns, -@ows/ n. [noncount] 
(in writing) a sudden change in subject matter from a 
high and serious topic to a commonplace and ridiculous 
one. 

bath-robe (bath’rdb’) ‘be@,rowb/ n. [count] a loose, 
coatlike garment worn before and after a bath or swim- 
ming, Over sleepwear, or as casual clothing at home. See 
illustration at CLOTHING. 

bath-room (bath/ra6m/, -rõóm/) bxeO,ruwm, -,rom/ n. 
[count] 1. a room equipped with a bathtub or shower 
and usually a sink and toilet. See illustration at APART- 
MENT. 2. TOILET (def. 2). —Idiom. 3. go to or use the 
bathroom, to urinate or defecate. 

bath-tub (bath/tub’) /‘ba@,tab/ n. [count] a large, long 
container to sit in while bathing. See illustration at APART- 
MENT. 

bath-y-sphere (bath’a sfer’) /'bæðə,sfiər/ n. [count] a 
large, hollow, ball-shaped machine that can be lowered 
into the ocean by a cable, used to Study deep-sea tife. 

ba-tik (ba ték/) /ba'tiyk/ m. 1. [noncount] a technique of 
coloring and designing on cloth, using wax to cover 
those parts of the cloth not to be colored. 2. [count] the 
design or a fabric so decorated: a beautiful batik of a 
Tanzanian woman carrying firewood on her head. 

bat mitz-vah (bat mits/va, bas) /'bat mitsva, bas/ also 
bas mitzvah, n. [count; often: Bat Mitzvah] 1. a cere- 
mony for a girl of 12 or 13, paralleling the bar mitzvah. 
2. a girl participating in a bat mitzvah. 

ba-ton (ba ton’, ba-) /ba'ton, bæ-/ n. [count] 1. a light, 
thin wand with which a conductor directs an orchestra or 
band: He indicated the beat with his baton. 2. a metal 
rod twirled by a leader of a marching band. 3. a thin cyl- 
inder passed from one member of a relay team to the 
next. 4. a short heavy stick carried by a police officer. 

bats (bats) /bats/ adj. Slang. insane; crazy. 

battalion (ba tal/yan) /ba'talyan/ n. [count] an army 
unit made up of a headquarters and two or more compa- 
nies. See -BAT-. 

bat-ten (bat/n) /'bætn/ n. [count] 1. a Strip of wood fas- 
tened on other boards to keep them in place. 2. a length 
of material used on a ship to fasten down a cover over a 
hatch. ——Idiom. 3. batten down the hatches, a. to 
secure the covers of a ship's hatches with battens. b. to 
prepare to meet an emergency: The tornado is coming, 
so we had better batten down the hatches here and get 
to the celar. See -sat-. 

batter’ (bat/ər) /'bætər/ v. 1. to beat continuously or 
hard; pound repeatedly: [~ + aķagainst + obj): The 
waves battered against the shoreline. [~ + obj]: finally 
battered the door down. 2. [~ + obj] to beat (a person) 
over and over again, or to abuse in some other way: ac- 
cused of battering his former wife and child. —bat/- 
ter-er, n. [count] —bat/ter-ing, n. (noncoint): accused 
of baby battering. 

batter? (bat/ar) bætər/ n. [Noncount] a thin mixture of 
flour, eggs, and milk or water, beaten together and used 
in cooking: Pour some batter carefully into the frying pan. 
batter? (bat/ər) /‘bwtar/ n. [count] a player who swings 
a bat or whose turn it is to bat, as in baseball or cricket. 
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bat/tering ram’, n. [count] a device used to force en- 
trance to a building, batter down walls, etc. 

bat-ter-y (bat/a rē) /‘batariy/ n., pl. -ter-ies. 1. [count] 
a device that produces electricity, made up of a combina- 
tion of two or more connected electric cells: The car bat- 
tery was dead. 2. [count] a group of guns or other weap- 
ons operated in one place: huge batteries of anti-aircraft 
guns. 3. [count] any group or series of similar things, 
esp. used for a common purpose: a battery of aptitude 
tests. 4. [noncount] Law. an unlawful attack upon an- 
other person, esp. by beating or wounding: accused of 
aggravated battery. 5. [count] a baseball pitcher and 
catcher considered as a unit. See -BAT-. 

bat-tle (bat/l) /bætl/ n, v., -tled, -tling. —n. 1. a fight 
between two opposing military forces: [count]: Several 
important battles took place for control of this seaport. 
[noncount): He got a medal for wounds received in bat- 
tle. 2. [count] any conflict between two persons, groups, 
etc.: the battle of the sexes. —v. 3. to fight (with an op- 
ponent) in a conflict: [no obj]: The two armies battled fu- 
riously. [~ + against/with + obj): battling against infla- 
tion and unernployment; They battled with the Germans 
for control of the sea. [~ + obj): battled the Germans for 
control of the sea. [~ + for + obj): battling for his life. 
4. to struggle; try to accomplish or achieve: [~ + to + 
verb]: battling to reduce our taxes. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: battling the big car companies to lower their 
prices. See -BAT-. 

bat/tle-ax’ or bat/tle-axe’, n. [count] 1. a large ax 
formerly used as a weapon of war. 2. Slang. a fierce, 
quarrelsome, aggressive older woman. 

bat-tle-field (bat/l féld’) /‘bxtl,fiyld/ n. [count] 1. the 
field or ground on which a battle is fought. 2. Also called 
bat-tle-ground (bat/l ground’) /'betl,grawnd/. an area 
or subject of conflict: The classroorn had become a bat- 
tlefield over competing attitudes concerning Columbus. 

bat-tleement (bat/l mont) /'bætlmənt/ n. [count] Often, 
battlements. [piura a low wall on the top of a castle 
with spaces for shooting through. 

bat-tle-ship (bat/l ship’) /'bætl,fıp/ n. [count] the most 
heavily armored kind of warship. 

batty (bat/é) /'bætiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tivest. Slang. Crazy: a 
real batty idea. —bat/ti-ness, n. [noncount) 

baurble (bô/bəl) /'bəbəl/ n. [count] a cheap, showy or- 
nament; trinket. 

baud (bôd) /bod/ n. [noncount] a unit used to measure 
the speed of signaling or data transfer, as on a computer 
or telephone system, equal to the number of pulses or 
bits per second. 

baulk (bôk) /bok/ v., n. Chiefly Brit. BALK. 

baux-ite (bdk/sit, bo/zit) /‘boksayt, 'bowzayt/ n. [non- 
count] a Claylike rock from which aluminum is produced. 

bawd (bôd) /bod/ n. [count] 1. a woman who maintains 
a brothel; a madam. 2. a prostitute. 

bawdry (bd/dé) /'bodiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. indecent; lewd; 
obscene. 

bawl (bôl) /bol/ v. 1. [no obj] to cry or wail loudly and 
strongly: The baby was bawling all night. 2. to cry Out: 
[no obj): She bawled down the hallway at me. [~ + obj): 
The drunk was bawling this song all night. [~ + out + 
obj}: The captain bawled out the orders. [used with quo- 
tations]: There was an old woman bawling, “Repent, ye 
sinners!” 3. bawt out, Informal. to scold vigorously: [~ 
+ obj + out]: The dean bawled the students out for 
cheating. [~ + out + obj]: The dean bawled out the stu- 
dents who had been caught cheating. —n. [count] 4. a 
loud shout or outcry: / heard a loud bawl and then Si- 
lence. 

bay’ (ba) /bey/ n. [count] a body of water enclosed by a 
curve of the coast around it. 

bay? (ba) /bey/ n. [count] 1. any of the parts a large 
building or room may be divided into and used for a pur- 
pose: backed the truck into the loading bay. 2. any por- 
tion or compartment of an aircraft: a cargo bay. 

bay? (ba) /bey/ n. 1. [count] a deep, long howl. 2. [non- 
count; often: at + ~} the position of an animal that is 
forced to stop running away from hunters chasing it and 
to face and resist them. —v. [no obj] 3. to howl, esp. 
with a deep, long sound: A hound was baying at the 
moon. 

bay? (ba) /bey/ n. Laurer (def. 1). 

bay (ba) /bey/ n. 1. [count] a horse having a reddish- 
brown body and black mane, tail, and lower legs. 2. 
[noncount) a reddish-brown color. —adj. [usually before 
a noun) 3. (esp. of a horse) reddish-brown. 

bay’ leaf’, n. the dried leaf of the laurel, used as a fla- 
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voring in cooking: [noncount): Use bay leaf for flavor. 
[count]: Grind the bay leaves. 

bay-o-net (bā/ə nit, -net’, ba’a net’) /beyonit, -,net, 
ybeya'net/ n., v, -neted or -net-ted, -net-ing or -net 
ting. —n. [count] 1. a steel weapon like a knife or dag- 
ger attached to a rile and used for hand-to-hand com- 
bat. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to stab, kill, or wound with a bayo- 
net. 

bay-ou (bi/d0, bi’5) /‘bayuw, 'bayow/ n. [count], pl 
-ous. (in the southern U.S.) a body of water, usually 
muddy and still or with a slow Current. 

bay’ win/dow, n. [count] a large window sticking out 
from an outside wall and forming an alcove of a room. 

ba-zaar (be zar’) /bo'zar/ n. [count] 1. a marketplace, 
esp. in the Middle East. 2. a sale of various things (often 
homemade or secondhand) to benefit some charity, etc.: 
The church held a bazaar to raise money. 

ba-zoorka (bə z00’ka) /ba'zuwko/ n. [count], pl. -kas. a 
tube-shaped rocket launcher that can be carried by a sol- 
dier and fired from the shoulder. 

BB (bé/bé’) /'biy,biy/ n. [count] a small, round ball that 
may be fired from an air rifle: One of the BBs hit the tar- 
get with a clang. Also called BB shot. 

B.B.A., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Business Admin- 
istration: She received her B.B.A. in five years. 

BBC, an abbreviation of: British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. 

bbl., an abbreviation of: barrel (the measurement of an 
amount of oil, etc.) 

BBQ, an abbreviation of: barbecue. 

BBS, an abbreviation of: bulletin board service: a com- 
puterized facility that a computer user reaches by a mo- 
dem, for collecting and sending electronic messages and 
software programs. 

B.C. or BC, an abbreviation of: before Christ; in the 
years before Christ was born (used with dates). 

B.C.E., an abbreviation of: 1. Bachelor of Chemical Engi- 
neering. 2. Bachelor of Civil Engineering. 3. before the 
Christian (or Common) Era (used with dates). 

bdrm., bedroom. 

be (bē; unstressed bē, bi) /biy; unstressed biy, bi/ v. and 
auxiliary verb. Present forms: singular, Ist person form: 
am, 2nd person form: are, 3rd person form: is. Present 
plural form: are. Past forms: singular; Ist person form: 
was, 2nd person form: were, 3rd person form: was. 
Past plural form: were. Present subjunctive form: be. 
Past subjunctive form: were. Present participle form: bes 
ing. Past participle form: been. —v. (usually: not: bet 
~-ing] 1. to have (the quality, job, etc., mentioned); used 
to connect the subject with an adjective, or to another 
noun or a phrase in order to describe, identify, or say 
more about the subject: Wit is tall. | am Barbara. Indira 
Gandhi was the first woman prime minister of India. 2. to 
exist or live: Shakespeare's famous line “To be or not to 
be” asks if life is worth living. There is a man with five 
cats on my street (= A man with five cats lives/exists on 
my street). See definition 10 below. 3. to take place; oc- 
cur: The wedding was last week. 4. to occupy a place or 
position: The book is on the table. We will be in Oslo ina 
few minutes. Where were you? 5. to belong to a group: 
Whales are mammals. 6. to continue or remain as be- 
fore: Let things be. 7. (used as a verb to introduce a 
question or in a command, request, or piece of advice): 
Is that right? Be quiet! Don't be so mean. Be careful 
about what you say. 8. (used after it or there in order to 
delay talking about the real subject of a sentence, or as a 
way of introducing something new about the subject): It 
was she who was late for the class (real subject = “she”). 
There was a fly in my soup (real subject = “fly”). Note: in 
sentences with there, the form of be agrees with the real 
subject that follows: There was a fly in iny soup (‘was” 
agrees with “fly’); There were flies in my soup (‘were” 
agrees with ‘fies”). See THERE, IT. 9. (used in a short an- 
swer where it stands for a longer phrase that has be in 
the question): Is he coming? Yes, he is (= Yes, he ts 
coming.) Are you the new president of the Chinese club? 
No, | am not (= No, | am not the new president of the 
Chinese club). 10. (used in a short question, called a tag 
question, that comes after a subject and verb to ask for 
the listener's agreement): She is not very pretty, is she? 
You are running pretty hard, aren't you? —auxiliary verb. 
11. (used with the -ing form (the present participle) of 
another, main verb to show continuous activity): / arn 
waiting. We were talking. 12. (used with to plus the root 
form (the infinitive) of another verb to express a com- 
mand, or indicate future action): He is to see me today 
(= He will see me today). You are not to leave before six 
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(= You must not leave before six). | am to start my new 
Job next week (= | will start my new job next week). 13. 
(used with the past participle of another verb to form the 
passive voice, that is, to show the action of the verb has 
been done to the subject of the sentence): The police- 
man was shot. Your passports have been sent on. 
——Usage. The verb se is special in English, first because 
it functions as an auxiliary, but also in the way it works as 
a main verb. It changes forms depending on its subject 
in the present and past tenses. Like the verbs vo and 
Have, the verb BE comes first in questions that can be an- 
swered with the words “yes” or “no”: Am I sure? Is she 
crazy? Are you there? Finally, the verb Be can have the 
word noT after it (again like do and have): She is not 
crazy. When Be is used as a main verb, it seldom is used 
in the progressive tenses; we indicate this in this book by 
the symbol [not: be + ~ing). When talking about peo- 
ple’s activity or how they behave, sometimes Be as a 
main verb can take the -ing form of itself: 7 being care- 
ful (= | am acting in a careful manner); You're being so 
patient (= You are acting in so patient a manner). We do 
not use Be in the -ing form to talk about states of the 
mind, or of feeling: / am happy now (not: | am being 
happy now); He is tired now (not: He is being tired now). 

be-, prefix. 1. be- is attached to words to make verbs 
with the meaning “to make, become, treat as’: be- + 
cloud ~ becloud (= make like a cloud, hard to see), be- 
+ friend ~ befriend (= treat someone as a friend). 2. 
be- is also attached to adjectives and verbs ending in -ed 
to mean “covered all over; completely; all around”: be- 
+ decked ~ bedecked (= decked or covered all over); 
be- + jeweled ~ bejeweled (= covered with Jewels). 

B.E., an abbreviation of: 1. Bachelor of Education. 2. 
Bachelor of Engineering. 

beach (béch) /biytf/ n. [count] 1. an area of sand along 
a shore: the beaches of the islands of Greece. —v. 2. to 
run (a boat) onto a beach: [~ + obj]: We beached the 
boat and headed inland. {no obj): The boats beached 
and the soldiers got out. 

beach-ball or beach ball (béch/bdl’) biytf,bol/ n. 
[count] a large, light, inflated ball, used for games at the 
seashore, in swimming pools, etc. 

beach’ bug/gy, n. DUNE BUGGY. 

beach-comb-er (béch’k6/mar) /'biytf,ikowmər/ n. 
[count] a person who gathers or collects for sale items 
from beaches, like driftwood, shells, etc. 

beach-head (béch/hed’) /'biytf,hed/ n. [count] the area 
that a military force landing on an enemy shore attempts 
to control first before further advancing: That unit estab- 
lished a beachhead before pushing inland. 

bea-con (bē/kən) /'biykən/ n. [count] 1. a guiding sig- 
nal, as a light, esp. one in a high position. 2. a tower 
used for such purposes. 3. a lighthouse, signal buoy in 
the water, etc., to warn and guide vessels. 4. a. RADIO 
BEACON. b. a radio device sending out a signal as an aid 
to navigation. 

bead (béd) /biyd/ n. [count] 1. a small object of glass, 
wood, etc., with a hole through it, often put on a string 
with others of its kind in necklaces, etc. 2. beads, [plu- 
ral) a. a necklace of beads. b. a rosary. 3. a small drop 
of liquid or a bubble in a liquid: Beads of sweat popped 
out on his head. —v. 4. to form beads or a bead on: le 
+ obj]: The perspiration beaded his face. [no obj]: The 
moisture beaded on the glass. —Idiom. 5. draw or 
get a bead on, [~ + obj] to take careful aim at (a tar- 
get): The hit man got a bead on his victim. 

bead-y (bé/dé) /'biydiy/ adj. [often before a noun), -iver, 
-i-est. beadlike; small, round, and shining: the monse’s 
beady eyes. —bead/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

bea-gle (bé/gal) /‘biygal/ n. [count] a kind of small, 
short-legged dog with drooping ears and usually a black, 
tan, and white coat. 

beak (bék) /biyk/ n. [count] 1. the hard, curved, horny 
part of a bird’s mouth; bill. 2. any horny or stiff mouth- 
part of an animal that sticks out or is curved like a bird’s. 
3. Slang. a person’s nose: His beak curved out and 
down. —beaked (békt, bé/kid) /biykt, 'biykid/ adj. 

beak-er (bē/kər) /'biykar/ n. [count] 1. a large drinking 
cup or glass with a wide mouth. 2. a cuplike container, 
esp. one used in a laboratory. 3. the contents of a 
beaker. 

beam (bém) /biym/ n. [count] 1. a long piece or bar of 
metal, wood, etc., used to support a roof, building, or 
other structure: The beams in the basement Nad rotted 
away. 2. the widest part of a ship (used in measure- 
ment): a fieen-foot beam. 3. a long piece of wood 
mounted horizontally off the ground, used in gymnastics 
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by women: Watch her dismount from the beam. 4. a ray 
or stream of light or other radiation, as subatomic parti- 
cles: Beams of light danced off the window. The scien- 
tists shot a beain of electrons. 5. a radio signal sent 
along a narrow course, used to guide pilots. —v. 6. [ae 
obj] to send out in or as if in beams or rays: They 
beamed the X-rays through the material. 7. [no obj] to 
emit beams, as of light or heat: The sun beamed through 
the dreary clouds. 8. [~ + obj] to transmit (a signal) in a 
particular direction: We beamed the signal to the satel- 
lite. 9. to smile radiantly or happily: [no obj]: beamed 
witli satisfaction. [~ + obj]: beamed a smile of pure hap- 
piness. 

bean (bén) /biyn/ n. [count] 1. the nutritious seed of 
various plants of the legume family, eaten as a vegetable: 
a can of beans. 2. a plant producing such seeds. 3. any 
of various other beanlike seeds or plants: the sinell of 
freshly ground coffee beans. 4. Informal. a person's 
head: Now you're using your bean. 5. beans, [plural] In- 
formal. (used with negative words or phrases) the sligh- 
test amount: He doesn’t know beans about navigation. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. Informal. to hit on the head, esp. with a 
baseball. —JIdiom. 7. spill the beans, /nformal. to dis- 
close a secret: So, now she knows abont the Surprise; | 
wonder who spilled the beans? 

bear’ (bar) /beor/ v., bore (bdr, bor) /bor, bowr/ borne 
or born (born) /born/ bear-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to hold up 
Or support: The columns can bear the weight of the roof. 
2. to give birth to: [~ + obj]: She was able to bear a 
child. [~ + obj + obj]: She bore her husband a child (= 
She bore for her husband a child). 3. [~ + obj] to pro- 
duce by natural growth: That tree bears fritit every year. 
4. [~ + obj] to hold up under; be Capable of: This claim 
doesn't bear close examination. 5. [~ + obj] to drive or 
push: The crowd bore us along Fifth Avenue. 6. [[ PF 
oneself] to carry or conduct (oneself, etc.): She bore her- 
self bravely after her son's death. 7. (often: with a nega- 
tive word or phrase, or in questions] to suffer without 
complaining: [~ + obj]: I can't bear it. [~ + to + verb): 
How can he even bear to look at her? {~ + verb-ing): I 
can't bear your nagging anymore. 8. to be worthy of; be 
fit for: [~ + Obj]: That silly story doesn't bear repetition. 
[~ + verb-ing]: What he said doesn't bear repeating. 9. 
[~ + obj] to carry; bring: Beware of Greeks bearing gifts. 
10. to carry in the mind or heart; feel toward: [~ + obj 
+ to/toward]: I no longer bear any malice toward her. lies 
+ Obj + obj): I no longer bear her any malice. 11. [~ + 
obj] to transmit or spread (gossip, etc.): m sorry to be 
the one to bear the bad news. 12. [~ + obj] to give or 
Offer: fo bear testimony. 13. [~ + obj + to] to exhibit: 
show: My daughter bears a remarkable resemblance to 
me. 14. [~ + obj] to possess as a quality or characteris- 
tic: “This letter bears your signature, does it not?” the 
lawyer asked. 15. [no obj] to move or go in a (certain) 
direction or course: Bear left at the traffic light. 16. bear 
down, [no obj] to try or struggle harder: to bear down 
and do better in your studies. 17. bear down on, [~ + 
down + on + obj] a. to press or push down on: Bear 
down hard on the screw as you turn the screwdriver. b. 
to approach or move toward rapidly and threateningly: 
She bore down angrily on me as soon as I got in the of- 
fice. 18. bear on or upon, [~ + onmupon + obj) to 
show or have a connection to: / cant see how this evi- 
dence bears on the case. 19. bear out, [~ + obj + out) 
to support; confirm or uphold: The figures will bear me 
out. 20. bear up, [no obj] to face hardship bravely; en- 
dure: bearing up very well ever since the tragedy. 21. 
bear with, [~ + with + obj] to be patient with: If you'll 
just bear with me for a few minutes, we'll have the movie 
running again. —Usage. Be careful with the forms BORN 
and BORNE as past participles of the verb BEAR. BORNE is 
the past participle in all senses that do not refer to physi- 
cal birth: The wheat fields have borne abundantly this 
year. Judges have always borne a burden of responsibil- 
ity. BORNE is also the form when the sense is “to bring 
forth (young)” and the focus is on the mother rather than 
on the child. In such cases, Borne is preceded by a form 
of have or followed by by: She had borne a son the previ- 
ous year. When the focus is on the offspring or on 
something that is brought forth as if by birth, BorN is the 
Standard spelling, and it occurs only in passive construc- 
tions: My friend was born in Ohio. A Strange desire was 
born of the tragic experience. 

bear? (bar) /bear/ n., pl. bears, (esp. when thought of as 
a group) bear, adj. —n. (court) 1. a large, stocky mam- 
mal with thick, rough fur and a very short tail. 2. a gruff, 
clumsy, or rude person. 3. one who believes that stock 
prices will decline: Bears dominated the market today as 


bearable to beauty 


prices fell. —adj. (before a noun) 4. marked by declining 
prices and increased selling of stocks: a bear market. 
—hbear/like’, adj. 

beareaeble (bar’a bəl) /'bearabal/ adj. 
borne: The pain was bearable. 

beard (bérd) /biord/ n. [count] 1. hair growing on the 
lower part of the face: / shaved my beard before the in- 
terview. 2. a similar growth on the chin of some animals: 
the beard of a goat. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to oppose (some- 
one) boldly; defy: It took courage for him to beard the 
board of directors. 

beard-ed (bér/did) /‘biardid/ adj. having or wearing a 
beard. 

bear-er (bar’ar) /‘bearar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that carries: the bearer of bad news. 2. one who presents 
an order for money or goods: Pay to the bearer of this 
note the sum of one hundred dollars. 

bear’ hug’, n. (count) a very forceful, tight hug: He 
gave him a bear hug that took his breath away. 

bear-ing (bar/ing) /‘bearin/ n. 1. the manner in which 
one behaves or carries oneself: [noncount]: She was a 
person of very dignified bearing. (count; singular): She 
had a very regal bearing. 2. [noncount) the act of endur- 
ing or the capacity to endure: The grief she suffered was 
almost beyond bearing. 3. {usually: ~ + on) reference, 
relation, or connection: [moncount): That fact has no 
bearing on the problem. (count; usually singular): Does 
what you discovered have a bearing on this case? 4. 
[count] the part of a machine that supports and guides a 
moving part: A bearing will greatly reduce friction. 5. 
[count] Often, bearings. [plural] direction or relative po- 
sition: The pilot radioed the plane's bearings. 6. [count] 
Often, bearings. [plural a sense of direction or purpose 
in one’s job or life: The new trainee just needs time to 
get his bearings. 

bear-ish (bar/ish) /'bearif/ adj. 1. like a bear; rough, 
burly, or clumsy. 2. (of the stock market) declining in 
prices: a bearish market. —bear/ish-ly, adv. —bear/’- 
ish-ness, n. [noncount] 

bear-skin (bar/skin’) /'bear,skin/ n. [count] 1. the skin 
of a bear. 2. a tall, black fur cap forming part of a dress 
uniform in some armies. 

beast (bést) /biyst/ n. (count) 1. any nonhuman animal, 
esp. a large, four-footed mammal: the sounds of the 
beasts in the barn. 2. the crude nature common to hu- 
mans and animals, esp. greed, lust, or rage: Seeing her 
with him just brought out the beast in me. 3. a cruel, 
coarse, or filthy person: He's always been a beast to her. 

beast-ie (bé/sté) /‘biystiy/ n. [count] a small animal. 

beast-ly (best/lé) /‘biystliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. 
—adj. 1. of or like a beast; bestial: the beastly sounds in 
the barnyard. 2. nasty; unpleasant; disagreeable; unkind: 
beastly weather; beastly behavior. —adv. 3. Chiefly Brit. 
Informal. very; exceedingly: It's beastly cold outside. 
—beast/li-ness, n. (noncount] 

beast’ of bur’den, n. [count] an animal used for 
work, aS a donkey, mule, Or Ox. 

beat (bét) /biyt/ v., beat, beat-en or beat, beat-ing, n., 
adj. —v. 1. to strike forcefully and repeatedly: [~ + obj): 
to beat a door down. {no obj): She beat on the door until 
he finally answered. 2. to hit (a person or animal) repeat- 
edly so as to cause injury; thrash: beat him and left him 
for dead. 3. to smash against: [~ + obj): listening to the 
rain beating the trees. [no obj]: We heard the rain beat- 
ing on the trees. 4. to flutter or flap: [~ + obj]: a bird 
beating its wings. (no obj): The hummingbirds wings 
were beating at least 100 times a second. 5. to hit (a 
drum) so as to make a sound: [~ + obj]: The bagpipers 
began to beat their drums to start the parade. (no obj): 
We could hear the drum beating in the distance. 6. [~ + 
obj) to stir (ingredients for a mixture) vigorously: Beat the 
egg whites well. 7. [~ + obj] to break, shape, or make 
by hitting: to beat swords into plowshares. 8 [== ae toy 
to make (a path) by repeated walking: beat a path 
through the jungle. 9. [~ + obj] to mark or keep (time) 
by strokes, as with a metronome: Can't you beat tune to 
this tussic? 10. [~ + obj) to defeat in a contest; do bet- 
ter than: finally beat him in that match. 11. [~ + obj] In- 
formal to be better than: Making reservations on the 
phone sure beats waiting in line. 12. [~ + obj] Informal. 
to baffle: It beats me how he got the job. 13. [~ + obj] 
Informal. to soften or overcome the bad effects of: He 
tried to beat the system by helping people directly. 14. 
[~ + obj] Slang. to escape or avoid (blame): beat the 
rap by pleading temporary insanity. 15. [no obj) to throb 
or pulsate: My heart was beating wildly every time she 
looked at me. 16. beat back, [~ + back + obj) to force 
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(an enemy) back; force to withdraw: The troops beat back 
the first assault. 17. beat down, [~ + down + obj] to 
subdue: He was able to beat down his opposition. 18. 
beat off, to ward off: push back: [~ + off + obj): Our 
army beat off their attacks. [~ + obj + off}: We beat 
them off easily. 19. beat out, to defeat: win: [~ + out 
+ obj): to beat out the competition. [~ + obj + out): to 
beat them out. 20. beat up, to strike repeatedly so as to 
cause painful injury; thrash: [~ + obj + up): The gang 
beat him up. {~ + up + obj]: The gang beat up anyone 
they could. —n. 21. [count] a stroke or blow, or the 
sound made from such a stroke: Give us two beats on 
the drum, then start the guitars. 22. [count] a throb or 
pulsing: a pulse of 60 beats per minute. 23. (count; usu- 
ally singular) the major rhythm of a piece of music: AH 
her songs have a great beat. 24. (count; usually singu- 
lar] one’s assigned area of responsibility: The police offi- 
cer’s beat was my neighborhood. —adj. 25. (be + ~] In- 
formal. exhausted; worn out: really beat after staying up 
all night. 26. [before a noun, often: Beat] of or charac- 
teristic of members of the Beat Generation: beat poetry. 
—Idiom. 27. beat it, Informal. to go away: I told you to 
beat it and leave me alone. 

beat-en (bét/n) /'biytn/ adj. usually: before a noun) 1. 
formed by blows; hammered: a dish of beaten brass. 2. 
walked on a great deal; commonly used: a well-beaten 
path. —Idiom. 3. off the beaten track or path, out 
of the ordinary; unusual: We found a little restaurant off 
the beaten track. 

beat-er (bé/tar) /‘biytar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that beats: Wife-beaters do not receive light sentences 
from that judge. 2. a tool for beating something: Use the 
beater to get those egg whites flufty. 

Beat’ Genera/tion, n. (count; usually singular; often: 
beat generation] members of the generation that 
reached maturity in the 1950's, in favor of the relaxation 
of conventions and artistic norms. 

be-artifeic (be/a tiffik) /,biya'tifik/ adj. showing peace- 
ful, calm happiness; saintly: gave a beatific smile. —be’- 
atif/i-cal-ly, adv. 

be-at-iefy (be at/a fi’) /biy'xta,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. (in the Roman Catholic Church) to declare (a 
dead person) to be among the blessed and entitled to 
specific religious honor: The Church beatified Joan of Or- 
leans. —be-ati-fi-cca-tion (bē at's fi ka/shan) 
/biy ztofi'keyfan/ n. [count]: A beatification takes some 
time. [noncount): a candidate for beatification. 

beat-ing (be/ting) /‘biytin/ n. 1. [count] the receiving of 
strokes from someone who beats: Beatings began to in- 
crease in the neighborhood. 2. (count) a defeat or re- 
verse; loss; setback: took several beatings before we 
bounced back. 3. (noncount] throbbing: Can you feel the 
beating of my heart? 

beatnik (bet/nik) /‘biytnik/ n. (count; sometimes: Beat- 
nik] one who rejects acceptable behavior; a member of 
the Beat Generation. 

beat-up (bet/up’) /'biyt'ap/ adj. Informal. dilapidated; 
broken-down: my old, beat-up train set got restored. 

beau (bd) /bow/ n. [count], pi. beaus, beaux (b0z). a 
girl's or woman's sweetheart. 

beaut (bydot) /byuwt/ n. (count) Informal. (often used 
ironically) a beautiful or remarkable person or thing: That 
black eye of yours is a real beaut. 

beau-te-ous (byao/té as, -tyas) /'byuwtiyas, -tyas/ adj. 
beautiful. —beau/te-ous-ly, adv. 

beaurti-cian (bydo tish’an) /byuw'tifan/ n. [count] one 
who styles and dresses the hair. 

beau-ti-ful (byoo/te fəl) /byuwtofal/ adj. 1. having 
beauty: a beautiful view of the mountains. 2. excellent; 
wonderful; remarkable: a beautiful putt on the seventh 
hole. —interj. 3. (often used ironically) wonderful; excel- 
lent; remarkable: “Failed again? Oh, beautiful,” he mum- 
bled to himself —beau/ti-fulely, adv.: She dressed 
beautifully. 

beautify (byao/te fi’) /byuwta,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. to make beautiful: (he campaign to beautify our 
highways by reducing litter. —beau-ti-fi-ca-tion (byoo’- 
tə fi ka’shan) /,byuwtofi'keyfan/ n. [noncount] —beau/- 
ti-fi/er, n. [court] 

beau-ty (byoo/té) /‘byuwtiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] 
the quality that gives pleasure to the mind or the senses; 
the quality of being beautiful: Beauty is only skin deep. 
2. [count] a beautiful person, esp. a woman: She's a real 
beauty. 3. [count] something beautiful, as an animal or a 
work of art. 4. [count] Often, beauties. [plural] some- 
thing beautiful in nature: looking at the beauties of na- 
ture on an island in the Baltic. 5. {cousmt] a particular ad- 
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vantage: One of the beauties of this plan is its low cost. 
6. [count] (often used ironically) something remarkable 
or excellent: My old car was a beauty. 

beau’ty par/lor, n. [count] an establishment for 
women to have their hair cut or styled and for other 
beauty treatments. Also called beau/ty salon’, beau/ty 
shop’. 

beaux (bōz) /bowz/ n. [plural a pl. of Beau. 

beaux arts (b6 zär/) /bow'zar/ n. [plural] the fine arts. 

bea-ver (be/var) /'biyvar/ n, pl. -vers, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ver for 1. 1. [count] a large ro- 
dent that lives in water, having webbed hind feet and a 
large flat tail. 2. (noncount) the fur of this animal: crazy 
enough to wear a beaver coat to the animal rights con- 
vention. 3. Informal. an active, hard-working person: She 
was an eager beaver, working late every night. 

be-bop (bé/bop’) /"biy,bop/ n. sor’. 

be-calm-ed (bi kämd/⁄) /bi'kamd/ adj. (of a sailing ship) 
still, because of the absence of wind: My stomach got 
worse when the ship was becalmed. 

be-came (bi kam/) /bi'keym/ v. a pt. of BECOME. 

be-cause (bi k6z’, -kuz/) /bi'koz, -'kaz/ conj. 1. for the 
reason that; due to the fact that: always late because it 
took so long to get dressed. —prep. 2. because of, for 
the reason of; on account of; due to: The train was late 
because of the bad weather. —Usage. Use BECAUSE be- 
fore the reason or cause for something when there are 
two clauses you are joining; use BECAUSE OF when a noun 
phrase, not a clause, describes the reason for something. 

beck (bek) /bek/ n. [noncount]) —Idiom. at someone's 
beck and call, ready and willing to do what someone 
wishes: was always at the boss's beck and call. 

beck-on (bek/an) /'bekan/ v. [~ (+ to) + obj] 1. to sig- 
nal, summon, or direct (someone) to come near, as by 
waving the hand or moving a finger: He beckoned (to) 
me and | went into his office. 2. to call to; attract; lure: 
entice: Fame and fortune beckoned (to) him. —beck/- 
on-er, n. [connt] 

be-cloud (bi kKloud’) /bi'klawd/ v. [~ + Obj] 1. to ob- 
scure with clouds. 2. to make confused: Problems began 
to becloud the real issues. 

be-come (bi kum/) /bi'kam/ v., -came, -come, -com: 
ing. 1. [~ + adjective] to come, change, or grow to be 
(as specified): / became tired and went to bed. 2. [> sr 
noun] to come into being: She became a ballerina. 3. i 
+ obj; not: be + ~ing) to be attractive on; suit: That 
dress becomes you. 4.(~ + obj; not: be + ~ing] to be 
suitable to the dignity or rank: conduct that becomes an 
officer. See BECOMING. —Idiom. 5. become of, [= =F 
Obj; used in questions] to happen to (someone or some- 
thing); to be the fate of (someone or something): What- 
ever became of him? 

be-com-ing (bi kum/ing) /bi'kamin/ adj. 1. giving a 
pleasing effect or attractive appearance: wore a becom- 
ing hairdo. 2. (usually: be + ~ suitable: proper: Such 
language during that speech was not becoming. 

bed (bed) /bed/ n., v., bed-ded, bed-ding. —n. 1. [count] 
a piece of furniture on which one sleeps or rests: The ho- 
tel room had two double beds. See illustration at APART- 
MENT. 2. (noncount] the act of or time for sleeping: /t's 
time for bed! 3. [count] an area of ground for growing 
plants: a flower bed. 4. [count] the bottom of a body of 
water: the sea bed. 5. [count] an area on the bottom of 
a body of water that has a supply of plant or animal life: 
an oyster bed. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to provide with or put to 
a bed: We bedded them for a week. —Idiom. 7. get 
up on the wrong side of the bed, to be cranky and 
fussy from the moment one awakes: He's mean today, he 
must have gotten up on the wrong side of the bed. 8. go 
to bed, [no obj] to retire, esp. for the night: They're re- 
ally tired, let them go to bed. 9. go to bed with, [sr 
obj] to have sexual relations with: He just wants to go to 
bed with you. 10. in bed, a. beneath the covers of a 
bed: still in bed at two in the afternoon. b. having sexual 
intercourse: found him in bed with his secretary. 11. 
make a bed, to fit a bed with sheets and blankets. 

B.Ed., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Education. 

be-daub (bi dôb/) /bi'dob/ v. [~ + obj] to smear all over 
with something wet and sticky; soil: Her face was be- 
daubed with mud. 

bed-bug or bed bug (bed/bug’) /‘bed,bag/ n. [connt] a 
wingless bug that sucks blood and lives in houses and 
beds. 

bed-clothes (bed/kl6z’, -klōthz/) /‘bed,klowz, -,klowdz/ 
n. [plural coverings for a bed, as sheets and blankets; 
bedding: He threw off the bedclothes and jumped out of 
bed. 
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bed-ding (bed/ing) /‘bedin/ n. (noncount] 1. BEDCLOTHES. 
2. litter, straw, dried grass, etc., used as a bed for ani- 
mals: the bedding in a barn stall. 

be-deck (bi dek/) /bi'dek/ v. [~ + obj + with] to deco- 
rate; to hang ornaments or decorations on: a veteran be- 
decked with medals. 

be-deveil (bi dev/al) /bi'deval/ v. [~ + obj], -iled, -ibing 
or (esp. Brit.) -illed, -ile-ling. 1. to trouble in a mean way. 
2. to cause confusion; complicate. —be-dev/il-ment, n. 
(nonconnte) 

bed-fel-low (bed/fel/6) /'bed,felow/ n. [count] a person 
who joins with another for a short time because it is use- 
ful or profitable to do so: Politics makes Strange bedfel- 
lows. 

bed:lam (bed/lam) /'bedlom/ n. (noncount] a place or 
condition of wild noise and confusion: The classroom 
was total bedlam when | walked in. 

bed’ of ros/es, n. (count; singular; a + ~ a situation 
of ease and luxury; a very agreeable position: Did you 
think marriage was going to be a bed of roses? 

Bed-ourin (bed/56 in, bed/win) /beduwin, 'bedwin/ n. 
[count], pl. -ins, (esp. when thought of as a group) -in. 
1. a nomadic Arab of the deserts of SW Asia and N Africa. 
2. a wanderer; nomad. 

bed-pan (bed/pan’) /'bed,pæn/ n. [count] a shallow pan 
shaped like the seat of a toilet, for use by the bedridden. 

be-drag-gled (bi drag/ald) /bi'dragald/ adj. limp, wet, 
or untidy, as with rain or dirt: all cold and bedraggled af- 
ter falling into the stream. 

bed-rid-den (bed/rid/n) /'bed,ridn/ adj. staying in bed 
because of illness, injury, etc. 

bed-rock (bed/rok’) /'bed,rok/ n. 1. [noncount] unbro- 
ken solid rock in the earth below the soil. 2. [count] the 
bottom or lowest layer (of rock). 3. [count] a firm foun- 
dation or basis: claimed that democracy was the bedrock 
of our conntry. 

bed-room (bed/rd6m/, -rd6m/) /‘bed,ruwm, -,rum/_ n. 
(count) 1. a room used for sleeping. See illustration at 
APARTMENT. —adj. [before a nonn] 2. concerned mainly 
with love affairs: a typical bedroom comedy. 3. inhabited 
largely by commuters: bedroom suburbs. 

bed-side (bed/sid’) /'bed,sayd/ n. (count; usually singu- 
lar) 1. the side of a bed, esp. the place of someone tak- 
ing care of or visiting a sick person: at my bedside when 
I got ill. —adj. 2. at or for a bedside: a bedside examina- 
tion. 

bed-sore (bed/s6r’, -sdr/) bed,sor, -,sowr/ n. [count] a 
sore on the skin, caused by prolonged pressure on a 
bedridden patient. 

bed-spread (bed/spred’) /'bed,spred/ n. 
outer covering, usually decorated, for a bed. 

bed-stead (bed/sted/, -stid) "bed, sted, -stid/ n. [count] 
the framework of a bed, holding up the springs and a 
mattress. 

bed-time (bed/tim’) /'bed,taym/ n. the time a person 
goes to bed: [noncount]: Come on kids, its bedtime. 
(count): earlier bedtimes. 

bee (bē) /biy/ n. [count] 1. an insect known for its sting 
and for making honey. 2. a social gathering to perform 
some task, etc.: a quilting bee. —Idiom. 3. have a 
bee in one’s bonnet, to be continually thinking or talk- 
ing about a single idea: got something of a bee in his 
bonnet about deregulation. 

beech (béch) /biytf/ n. 1. (connt] a tree having a 
smooth gray bark and small, triangular nuts. 2. (non- 
count] the wood of such a tree. 

beef (béf) /biyf/ n., pl. beefs for 2, v. —n. 1. [nonconnt) 
the flesh of a cow, steer, or bull raised and killed for 
meat: They roasted beef on the fire. 2. [connt] Slang. a 
complaint: “You got a beef, go see the manager.” —v. 3. 
[10 Obj] Slang. to complain; grumble: Quit beefing and 
get back to work. 4. beef up, [~ + up + obj] to add 
strength, numbers, force, etc., to: Beef up that report 
with some facts and figures. 

beef-steak (béf/stak’) /‘biyf,steyk/ n. [nonconnt} a por- 
tion of beef for broiling, pan-frying, etc. 

beefy (bé/fé) /'biyfiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. of or like 
beef: a beefy taste. 2. brawny; muscular: a beefy cop. 
—beef/i-ness, 1. (nonconnt] 

bee-hive (bé/hiv’) biy,hayv/ n. [count] 1. a living place 
for bees: The beehive had become as tall and wide as a 
person. 2. a crowded, busy place: The office had become 
a beehive of activity. 3. something resembling the shape 
of a beehive, as a high hairdo. 

been (bin) /bin/ v. pp. of ee. 

beep (bép) /biyp/ n. [count] 1. a short, high-pitched tone 
Produced by an automobile horn or other electronic de- 
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vice as a signal to call or warn: The beep of the com- 
puter tells you that you have Nit the wrong key. —v. 2. to 
(cause to) make or emit such a sound: [no obj): The car 
beeped at me until | fastened my seatbelt. [~ + obj): 
The driver beeped her horn. 

beep-er (bé/par) /'biypor/ n. [count] a pocket-size de- 
vice that beeps when the person carrying it receives a tel- 
ephone message: /eft her beeper at horne. 

beer (bér) /biar/ n. 1. [noncount] an alcoholic drink 
made by brewing and fermenting certain grains, having a 
slightly bitter taste. 2. [nonconnt] any of various drinks 
made from roots, sugar, yeast, etc.: root beer; ginger 
beer. 3. {comnt) a single serving (in a glass, or other con- 
tainer) of beer: We'll have three beers. 

beeswax (béz/waks’) /'biyz,wæks/ n. wax! (def. 1). 

beet (bét) /biyt/ n. 1. {noncount] a plant having a fleshy 
red or white root. 2. [count] the root of such a plant: We 
had beets for dinner. 

bee-tle (bét/l) /‘biytl/ n. [conni] an insect having hard, 
horny front wings that cover and protect the wings used 
for flight. 

be-fall (bi fô) /bi'fol/ v. [~ + obj), -fell, -fall-en, -fail- 
ing. to happen to (someone), esp. by chance: What had 
befallen them? 

be-fit (bi fit”) /bi'fit/ v. [~ + obj], -fit-ted, -fit-ting. to 
be proper or appropriate for: The food and service befit- 
ted a hixury hotel. 

be-fit-ting (bi fiting) /bi'fitin/ adj. suitable for; proper 
to; fitting: accommodations befitting a queen. —be-fit/- 
ting-ly, adv. 

be-fog-ged (bi fogd’, -fogd) /bi ‘fogd, -fogd/ adj. con- 
fused; dazed or puzzled. 

be-fore (bi for’, -for’) /bi'for, -‘fowr/ prep. 1. previous 
to; earlier than: Call me before noon. 2. in front or 
ahead of: She stood before the window. 3. in preference 
to; rather than: They would die before surrendering. 4. in 
the presence or sight of: hated to appear before a live 
audience. 5. under the consideration or jurisdiction of: 
She was summoned before a magistrate. 6. viewed by; 
as seen and judged by: a crime before God and human- 
ity. 7. without figuring or deducting: What is your gross 
income before deductions? —adv. 8. in time preceding; 
previously: Haven't we met somewhere before? 9. earlier 
or sooner: / think I saw her the week before. —conj. 10. 
previous to the time when: See me before you go. 11. 
sooner than; rather than: / will die before I give in. 
be-fore-hand (bi for/hand’, -f6r/-) /bi'for hand, -'f owr-/ 
adv. in advance; ahead of time; earlier: Anticipate the 
problems beforehand. 

be-friend (bi frend’) /bi'frend/ v. [~ + obj] to act as a 
friend to; help: She was one of the few people there will- 
ing to befriend a new freshman. 

be-fud-dle (bi fud/l) /bi'fadl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -diing. 
to confuse: Those fancy arguments befuddled me. —be- 
fud’die-ment, n. (noncomnt): in a state of complete be- 
fuddlement. 

beg (beg) /beg/ v., begged, beg-ging. 1. [~ + obj] to 
ask for something as a gift or as a favor: to beg alms; to 
beg forgiveness. 2. [no obj] to ask someone for money 
or charity; live by doing this: children and old women 
begging in the streets. 3. to ask (someone) to give or do 
something; implore: [~ + obj + for + obj): He begged 
me for help. [~ + obj + to + verb): | begged him to 
drive slowly. [~ + of + obj): I beg of you, stop this 
drinking! 4. [~ + obj] to avoid; evade: a report that begs 
the whole problern. 5. [~ + to + verb] to take the lib- 
erty of (saying or doing something); to allow oneself: He 
begged to differ with you on that topic. 6. beg off, to re- 
quest permission not to do (something assigned): [~ + 
off + obj): | begged off that assigninent. [~ + verb-ing): 
I begged off serving on that comrnittee. —TIdiom. 7. 
beg the question, to assume the truth of the point in 
dispute: /f your try to prove that the death penalty reduces 
crime by saying that crime is reduced by having the 
death penalty, you are begging the question. 8. go beg- 
ging, [no obj) to remain open or available: That job went 
begging for lack of qualified applicants. 

be-gan (bi gan’) /bi'gwn/ v. pt. of BEGIN. 

be-gat (bi gat’) /bi'gæt/ v. Archaic. pt. of BEGET. 

be-get (bi get’) /bi'get/ v. [~ + obj], -got, -got-ten or 
-got, -get-ting. 1. (esp. of a male) to become the father 
of (offspring); procreate: /n the Bible, Isaac begat Jacob. 
2. to cause; produce as an effect: Power begets power. 
beg-gar (bed/ar) /‘begar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
begs: Thousands of people became beggars in the 
streets after the war. 2. Chiefly Brit. a person; fellow: You 
lucky beggar! —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cause to become a 
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beggar; impoverish: The tyrant beggared the country at 
the expense of the people. —Idiom. 4. beggar de- 
scription, to be impossible to describe because words 
would be inadequate: The dirt, noise, and poverty of the 
place beggar description. 

beg-gar-ly (beg/ar lē) /‘begarliy/ adj. [usually before a 
noun) 1. like or befitting a beggar. 2. so little or low as 
to be very inadequate: a beggarly salary. 

be-gin (bi gin’) /bi‘gin/ v, -gan (-gan/) /-'gen/ -gun 
(-gun/) /-'gan/ -ginening. 1. to proceed to the first part of 
(an action); start: [no obj): The movie begins at 6 p.m. 
[~ + obj]: We'd like you to begin work tomorrow. [sr 
to + verb]: | began to feel dizzy. [~ + verb-ing]: began 
crying after the movie started. 2. to come into existence; 
arise: [no obj): The custom of women wearing shorter 
skirts began during the war. [~ + as + obj): The restau- 
rant began as a small cafeteria. [~ + obj + as]: He be- 
gan his political career as a state senator. 3. [~ + with 
+ obj } to have a first part: “Cicero” begins with a C. 4. 
[~ + to + verb; used with a negative word or phrase, or 
in questions) to succeed to the slightest extent or 
amount: The financial aid won't begin to cover expenses. 
—Idiom. 5. to begin with, in the first place; the first 
reason (is): We need this book. To begin with, there isn't 
much written about the subject. ——Usage. in the first 
meaning of BEGIN, it is possible to use the -ing form or 
the to + verb (infinitive) form after it: She stood up and 
began playing or to play the trumpet. Although both 
are possible, there is a slight difference in meaning. With 
the -ing form we expect the trumpet playing to go on for 
a while, and assume that in the past (perhaps) there has 
been some playing. With the to + verb form there is a 
possibility that her playing might soon be stopped, inter- 
rupted, or cut short; the playing may not continue for 
quite so long. ——Syn. BEGIN, COMMENCE, INITIATE, START 
(when followed by a noun or verb in the -ing form) refers 
to setting into motion or progress something that contin- 
ues for some time. BEGIN is the common term: She be- 
gan knitting a sweater in March. COMMENCE is a more for- 
mal word, often suggesting a more prolonged or 
complicated beginning: The lawyers commenced court 
proceedings against my Client. initiate implies an active 
and often clever or exciting first action in a new field: The 
scientists initiated a new procedure for deriving more en- 
ergy from the atom. START means to make a first move 
or set out on a course of action: The workers started 
paving the street. 

be-gin-ner (bi gin’er) /bi'ginor/ n. [count] a person or 
thing that begins something and has just started to learn 
it; novice: just a beginner at computer programming. 

be-ginening (bi gin’ing) /b1'ginin/ n. [count] 1. an act of 
starting: the beginning of hostilities. 2. [usually singular] 
the point at which anything starts: Register for my course 
at the beginning of the term. 3. the first part: the begin- 
ning of the book. 4. Often, beginnings. [p/ura/] an initial 
or basic stage: The beginnings of modern chemistry are 
found in the works of the alchemists. 5. (usually singu- 
lar) origin; source: A misunderstanding was the begin- 
ning of their quarrel. —adj. [before a noun) 6. basic or 
introductory: beginning Spanish. 

be-gone (bi gon’, -gon’) /bi'gon, -'gon/ v. (used as a 
commnand) Go away! Depart! 

be-go-nia (bi gon/ya, -go/né ə) /bi'gownys, -'gowntyd/ 
n. [count], pl. -nias. a tropical plant grown for its orna- 
mental leaves and flowers. 

be-got (bi got’) /bi'gnt/ v. a pt. and a pp. of BEGET. 

be-got-ten (bi got/n) /bi'gntn/ v. a pp. Of BEGET. 

be-grudge (bi gruj’) /bi'grad3/ v., -grudged, -grudg- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj + obj] to envy or resent the good for- 
tune of (someone else): begrudged her friend the schol- 
arship. 2. [~ + obj] to be reluctant to give, grant, or al- 
low: did not begnidge the money she spent on 
education. —be-grudg/inge-ly, adv.: He acted begrudg- 
ingly to those who had been promoted past hirn. 

be-guile (bi gil’) /bi'gayl/ v., -guiled, -guil-ing. 1. to 
cheat; mislead; deceive: [~ + obj + into + obj): He be- 
guiled his students into thinking they would pass the test. 
[~ + obj + with]: beguiled her with a lot of promises. 2. 
[~ + obj) to charm: There are numerous small shops to 
beguile the tourist. 3. [~ + obj] to pass (time) pleas- 
antly: They begiiled the hours away. —be-guile/ment, 
n. (noncount) —be-guil/er, n. (connt] 

be-guil-ing (bi gi/ling) /bt 'gaylin/ adj. charming; attrac- 
tive: her beguiling smile. —be-guil/ing-ly, adv.: looked 
up at her beguilingly. 

be-gun (bi gun’) /bi'gan/ v. pp. Of BEGIN. 

be-half (bi haf’) /bi'hef/ n. [noncount] —Idiom. in or 
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on behalf of. Also, in or on someone’s behalf. as a 
representative of (someone); (speaking) in place of or for: 
On behalf of the president, who could not be with 1s to- 
night, | am happy to be speaking to you. 

be-have (bi hav’) /bi'heyv/ v., -haved, -hav-ing. 1. [no 
obj) to act or react in a particular way: The car behaves 
well in traffic. 2. to act properly: [no obj): Did the child 
behave? [~ + oneself]: to behave oneself in public. 

be-hav-ior (bi hav/yar) /bi'heyvyar/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
manner of behaving: Your behavior today in class was 
bad. 2. the activity of a human or animal that can be ob- 
served: argued that all behavior is a reaction to some- 
thing outside an individual. 3. the action of any material 
under given circumstances: Describe the behavior of this 
metal when heated. —Idiom. 4. be on one's best be- 
havior, to act or behave as properly as one can: The 
children were on their best behavior. —be-hav/ior-al, 
adj.: the behavioral sciences. —be-hav/ior-al-ly, adv. 

be-hav-ior-ism (bi hav/ya riz/am) /b'heyvya,rizam/_n. 
[noncount] the theory that psychology can be studied 
only through the examination and analysis of behavioral 
events that can be observed, and not by trying to exam- 
ine mental states. —be-hav/ior-ist, n. (count): the most 
famous of the behaviorists. —be-hav/ior-is/tic, adj.: Be- 
havioristic analyses can't tell us much about language 
ability. —be-hav/ior-is/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

be-hav-iour (bi hav/yar) /bi'heyvyar/ n. Chiefly Brit. Be- 
HAVIOR. 

be-head (bi hed’) /bi'hed/ v. [~ + obj] to cut off the 
head of; decapitate: How many people were beheaded 
during the French Revolution? —be-head/al, 1. [count] 
—be-head/er, n. [count] 

be-held (bi held’) /bi'held/ v. pt. and PP. Of BEHOLD. 

be-he-moth (bi hé/math) /bi'hiyməð/ n. [count] any 
creature or thing of monstrous size or power: The gov- 
ernment had become a behemoth. 

be-hest (bi hest/) /bi'hest/ n. (count; usually singular] a 
command; directive: at the king's behest; at the behest 
of the king. 

be-hind (bi hind’) /bi'haynd/ prep. 1. at or toward the 
rear Of: Look behind the house. 2. later than; after: al- 
ready well behind schedule. 3. in the state of making 
less progress than: fallen behind our opponents. 4. on 
the farther side of; beyond: right there, behind the 
mountain ahead of us. 5. in a role of supporting: Are you 
beltind me in this? 6. hidden by: a great deal of hatred 
behind that smile of hers. 7. responsible for Starting or 
Operating (something): Who was behind all these ru- 
mors? 8. having had (experience, etc.) in a time already 
passed: twenty years’ experience behind him. —adv. 9. at 
Or toward the rear; rearward: to lag behind. 10. in a 
place or stage already passed: /eft our bad times behind. 
11. slow; late: several months behind in her rent. —adj. 
[be + ~)12. late; not on schedule: /m way behind now; 
can | calt you back later? —n. [count] 13. Inforrnat. the 
backside; buttocks. 

be-hold (bi hold’) /bi'howld/ v., -held, -hold-ing, interj. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to observe; look at; see: He beheld the 
splendor of the city before him. —interj. 2. look; see: 
And, behold, three sentries of the King did appear. —be- 
hold/er, n. (count): Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, 

be-hold-en (bi hdl/dan) /bi'howldan/ adj. [be + ~ + to 
+ obj] owing something to someone; obligated; in- 
debted: a man who was beholden to no one. 

be-hoove (bi hdov/) /bi'huwv/ v, (usually: it + ~ + obj 
+ to + verb], -hooved, -hoov-ing. to be necessary or 
proper for; be worthwhile to (do something): /f behooves 
us to reconsider. 

beige (bazh) /bey3/ n. [(noncount) 1. a light grayish 
brown, as of undyed wool. —adj. 2. of the color beige. 

be-ing (bé/ing) /'biyin/ n. 1. [(noncount) the fact of exist- 
ing; existence: brought this council into being to find new 
Solutions. 2. (noncount] conscious, living existence; life: 
How did we come into being? 3. (count) a living thing; 
creature: Are there intelligent beings on other planets? 
4. [count] a human being; person. —conj. 5. [~ + how 
that] Chiefly Dialect. since; because; considering: Being 
that we don't really know you, how can we vote for you? 
—v. 6. (used in a phrase to explain something about the 
rest of the sentence): / was scared and feeling pretty anx- 
ious, this being my first time in a new country. 

be-jew-eled (bi jod/ald) /bi'd3uwald/ adj. adorned or 
decorated with or as if with jewels. 

bel (bel) /bel/ n. (count) ten decibels (a measurement of 
sound intensity). 

be-la-bor (bi la/bar) /bi'leybar/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to ex- 
plain or worry about too much: Why did he keep belabor- 


behave to bell-bottom 


ing that obvious point? 2. to beat: pummel. 
Brit., be-la’bour. See -LaB-. 

be-lat-ed (bi la’tid) /bi'Icytid/ adj. coming or being after 
the expected time: a belated birthday card. —be-lat/- 
ed-ly, adv.: | was invited sontewhat belatedly to the 
party. —be-lat/ed-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

belch (belch) /beltf/ v. 1. [no obj) to send out gas noisily 
from the stomach through the mouth: He took a swallow 
of beer and belched happily. 2. to gush forth; send forth 
violently: [no obj; (~ + out)): Smoke belched (out) from 
the chininey. (~ (+ out) + obj): The tailpipe was belch- 
ing (out) clouds of smoke. —n. [count] 3. an act or in- 
Stance of belching: fet out a belch. —belch/er, n. 
[count] 

be-lea-guer (bi le’gar) /bi'liygar/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
surround and attack with military forces: The city was be- 
leaguered for days by the enemy. 2. to give trouble or 
difficulties to; harass: the beleaguered taxpayers. 

bel-fry (bel/fré) /'belfriy/ n. [count], pl. -fries. 1. a 
tower for a bell. 2. the part of a steeple in which a bell is 
hung. 

Bel-gian (bel/jan) beld3zan/ n. [count] 1. a person born 
or living in Belgium. —adj. 2. of or relating to Belgium. 
be-lie (bi li”) /bi'lay/ v. [~ + obj), -lied, -ly-ing. 1. to 
contradict: His trembling hands belied his calm voice. 2. 
to give a false impression of: Her clear features and dark 

hair belied her age. 

be-lief (bi Iēf/) /bi'liyf/ n. 1. [count] something believed: 
a deep belief in his ability to succeed. 2. (noncount] con- 
fidence in the truth or existence of something not imme- 
diately susceptible to rigorous proof: My belief in God has 
nothing to do with my scientific inquiries. 3. (noncount] 
confidence; faith; trust: children’s belief in their parents. 
4. [count] something believed as a part of faith: religious 
beliefs. 

be-lieve (bi lév’) /bi'liyv/ v. (not: be + ~ing], -lieved, 
-liev-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to have faith in the truth of: / 
cant believe that story. [~ + (that) clause): | don't be- 
lieve (that) the earth is flat. 2. [~ + obj] to have confi- 
dence in the statements of (a person): If my daughter 
Says she wasn't cheating, | believe her. 3. to hold as an 
opinion; suppose; think: [~ + (that) clause]: | believe 
(that) they are out of town. (no obj): Do you think they 
are Corning? I believe so. 4. believe in, [~ + in + obj) 
a. to be sure of the truth or existence of: to believe in 
God. b. to have faith in the reliability or honesty of; trust: 
I can help you only if you believe in me. c. to accept that 
(something) is a good idea or is worthwhile: / believe in 
getting to work early. —be-liev-a-bil-iety (bi 1é/va bil/i- 
tē) /bi,liyva'bilitiy/ be-liev’a-ble-ness, n. [noncount]: 
the believability of your story. —be-liev’a-ble, adj.: Her 
story of rape is highly believable. —be-liev’a-bly, adv. 
—be-liev’er, n. (count) —be-liev/ing-ly, adv. 
—Related Words. sevieve is a verb, BELIEF is a noun, BE- 
LIEVABLE is an adjective: } don't believe you. Her religious 
beliefs guide her life. That story is not believable. 

be-lit-tle (bi lit/I) /bi'litl/ v. [~ + obj], -tled, -tling. to 
think of, or cause others to think of (something) as less 
important than appearances indicate: Don't belittle your 
accomplishments. 

bell (bel) /bel/ n. [count] 1. a hollow metal instrument 
shaped like a cup that produces a ringing sound when 
struck: The church bells ring at 7:00. 2. any device, as 
an electronic circuit, that produces a similar sound: / 
rang the bell and waited for my first custorner. 3. the 
stroke or sound of a bell: There's the bell; someone is at 
the door. 4. something in the form of a bell, as the open 
end of a musical wind instrument. —y, 5. [~ + obj] to 
put a bell on: belled the cat so birds would be able to 
hear it. 6. [no obj) to take or have the form of a bell: 
The slacks belled out at the bottom. —Idijom. 7. ring a 
bell, to call to mind, esp. a vague recollection: His name 
rings a bell but | can't quite remember. 8. saved by the 
bell, a. (of a boxer) saved from a knockout by a gong 
signaling the end of a round. b. (of any person) spared 
from trouble by some outside event. 

-bell-, root. -bell- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “war.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ANTEBELLUM, BELLICOSE, BELLIGERENCE, BELLIGERENT. 

bel-lasdon-na (belə don/a) /,belo'dona/ n. 1. [count] 
Also called deadly nightshade. a poisonous plant, of the 
nightshade family, having purplish red flowers and black 
berries. 2. [noncount] a poisonous substance made from 
this. 

bell/-bot/tom, adj. 1. Also, bell/-bot/tomed. (of trou- 
sers) wide and curving open at the bottoms of the legs: 


Also, esp. 


bellboy to bend 


bell-bottom jeans. —it. 2. bell-bottoms, (plural) bell- 
bottom trousers: be/l-bottorus and army jacket. 

bell-boy (bel’boi’) /‘bel,boy/ 1. BELLHOP. 

belle (bel) /bel/ n. [count] a woman or girl admired for 
her beauty and charm: the belle of the ball. 

belles-let-tres (bel let/ra) /bel'letra/ n. [oncount; used 
with a singular verb) literature that is polished and ele- 
gant but often unimportant. —bel-let-rist (bel let/trist) 
Mbel'lettrist/ n. [count] —beleleterisstic (belli tris/tik) 
/belli'tristik/ adj. 

bell-hop (bel/hop’) /‘bel,hop/ n. [count] a person em- 
ployed by a hotel to carry luggage and run errands. See 
illustration at HOTEL. 

bel-liscose (beli kos’) /‘beli,kows/ adj. eager or likely to 
fight; aggressive. —bel/li-cose/ly, adv. —bel-li-cos-i-ty 
(beli kos/i tē) /,beli'kositiy/ bel/li-cose/ness, n. [non- 
count) See -BELL-. 

-bel-lied (bel/éd) /‘beliyd/ combining form. Use -bellied 
to form adjectives meaning “having a certain kind (size, 
shape, color, etc.) of belly”: big + -bellied ~ big-bellied 
(= having a big belly); yellow + -bellied ~ yellow-beltlied 
(of a bird, having a yellow belly), etc. 

bel-lig-er-ence (ba lij/ər ans) /bə'lıdz3ərəns/ n. [non- 
count) a belligerent condition or attitude. See -BELL-. 

bel-lig-er-en-cy (bə lijfar ən sé) /ba'lidzoransiy/ n. 
[noncount) 1. position or status of being at war. 2. BEL- 
LIGERENCE. 

bel-lig-er-ent (bə lijfar ant) /ba'lidzorant/ adj. 1. [be- 
fore a noun) engaged in warfare: set up embargoes 
against the belligerent nations. 2. showing readiness to 
fight: a belligerent tone. —n. [count] 3. a state or nation 
at war. 4. a person engaged in fighting. —bel-lig/er- 
entely, adv. See -BELL-. 

bel-low (bel’5) /'below/ v. 1. to shout or speak in a loud 
voice similar to the cry of a bull: [no obj]: The gym 
teacher kept bellowing at us. [~ + obj): He bellowed a 
warning at us. [used with quotations): “Step back,” he 
bellowed. 2. [no obj] (of an animal) to roar; bawl: The 
cows bellowed in the distance. —n. [count] 3. an act or 
sound of bellowing: He let out a loud bellow. —bel’- 
low-er, n. [count] 

bel-lows (bel’6z) /‘belowz/ n. [count; used with a singu- 
lar or plural verb) 1. a device for producing a strong cur- 
rent of air by drawing air in and pushing it out through a 
tube: a bellows for increasing the draft to a fire. 2. some- 
thing resembling a bellows, as lungs. 
bell’ pep’per, n. SWEET PEPPER. 

bell-weth-er (bel’weth/ar) /‘bel,wedar/ n. [count] a per- 
son or thing that leads or indicates a trend: California is 
frequently a bellwether of political change in the country. 
belly (bel’é) /'beliy/ n., pl. -lies, v., -lied, -ly-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. the abdomen of an animal: cheetahs resting 
on their bellies in the hot sun. 2. the stomach: His huge 
belly hung out over his belt. 3. the interior of something: 
a ship's belly. —v. 4. to (cause to) fill out or swell: [~ + 
Obj): Wind bellied the sails. [no obj): sails bellying in the 
wind. 5. belly up, [no obj] Informal. to approach very 
closely: He bellied up to the bar and shouted for a drink. 
—Idiom. 6. go or turn belly up, Informal. to come to 
an end: die; fail: When his business went belly up he re- 
fused to give up. 
bel-*lysache (bel/é 4k’) /'beliy,cyk/ n., v., -ached, -ach- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a pain in the abdomen or bowels. 
—v. [no obj] 2. Informal. to complain; grumble: Quit bel- 
lyaching and get back to work. 
bel-ly-but-ton or bel/ly but’ton (bel”é but/n) Ibel,iy 
batn/ n. [count] Informal. NAVEL. 
bel/ly dance’, 1. [count] a dance performed by a 
woman with curving movements of the hips and abdo- 
men. —bel/ly dancer, n. [count] —bel/ly danc/ing, n. 
(noncount) 
bel-ly-ful (bele fool’) /beliy,ful/ n. (count; usually Sin- 
gular), pl. -fuls. too much of something: I’ve had a belly- 
ful of lis complaints. 
bel/ly laugh’, n. [count] a loud, hearty laugh: She let 
out a great belly laigl. 
be-long (bi long’, -long’) /bi'lon, -'lon/ v. [not: be + 
~ing) 1. [no obj] to be properly situated: This book be- 
longs on the shelf. 2. [no obj) to be appropriate or suita- 
ble: That shirt doesn't belong with that jacket. 3. [no obj] 
to feel accepted as part of a group, etc.; fit in: Many im- 
migrants feel as though they don't belong here. 4. be- 
long to, [~ + to + obj] a. to be the property of: The 
scarf belongs to me. b. to be a part of; to match or fit 
with: That cover belongs to this jar. c. to be a member 
of: They belong to three clubs. 
be-longeing (bi long/ing, -long/-) /bi'lonin, -'lon-/ n. 1. 
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belongings, [p/ural] possessions; personal effects: Get 
alt of your belongings put away. 2. [noncount] a feeling 
of being accepted or welcome: had a sense of belonging. 

be-loveed (bi luv/id, -luvd’) /bi'lavid, -'lavd/ adj. 1. 
greatly loved: [before a noun]: my dear, beloved wife. [be 
+ ~ + of}: She was beloved of readers everywhere. —n. 
[count; singular only] 2. a person beloved: Her beloved 
had died. 

be-low (bi 16%) /bi'low/ adv. 1. in or toward a lower 
place: Look out below! 2. on, in, Or toward a lower deck 
or floor: five flights below. 3. beneath the surface of the 
water: The submarine quickly dived below. 4. at a later 
point (on a page or in a piece of writing): See the illustra- 
tion below. 5. in a lower rank or grade: He was demoted 
to the class below. 6. under zero on the temperature 
scale: It was twenty-six below, with a high wind. —prep. 
7. lower down than: below the surface of the sea. 8. 
lower in rank, degree, rate, etc.: It was sold below cost. 

belt (belt) /belt/ n. [count] 1. a band of flexible material 
that encircles the waist: He had a belt that carried weap- 
ons. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. any band, Strip, Or 
stripe that encircles: The surface of Jupiter has a number 
of broadly colored belts. 3. an extended region (of the 
earth, etc.) having distinctive properties or characteristics: 
the industrial areas called the Rust Belt because heavy 
industry like steel has tong been gone from it. 4. an end- 
less band passing around pulleys, used to transmit mo- 
tion or to convey objects: The fan belt in the car 
snapped. The assembly-line belt carries the bottles to 
boxes for shipping. 5. Slang. a. a hard blow; punch. b. a 
swallow of liquor. —v. [~ + obj) 6. [~ (+ on) + obj] to 
fasten on by means of a belt: He belted (on) his raincoat. 
7. [~ + ont + obj] to sing (a song) loudly and energeti- 
cally: belted out the song to tremendous applause. 8. 
Slang. a. [~ + down + obj) to swallow (a drink of liq- 
uor): He belted down his drink. b. to hit; strike: used to 
belt his wife when he got drunk. —-Idiom. 9. below 
the belt, a. unfair: a nasty lie that was really below the 
belt. b. unfairly: He hit below the belt with that lie about 
you. 10. under one's belt, a. in one’s stomach: Get 
some food under your belt. b. as part of one’s back- 
ground: Get some experience under your belt. —belt/- 
less, adj. 

belteway (belt/wa’) /'belt,wey/ n. [count] a highway 
around the outer boundary of an urban area. 

be-luega (ba l50/gə) /bə'luwgə/ n., pl. -gas, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ga. 1. a large white sturgeon, 
valued as a source of caviar. 2. Also called white whale. 
a small, white, toothed whale, having a rounded head. 

bemoan (bi mon’) /bI'mown/ v. [~ + obj] to express 
sadness or grief over; lament: to bemoan one’s fate. 
be-mused (bi myoozd’) /bi'myuwzd/ adj. bewildered; 
confused; puzzled: a bemused expression on his face. 
—be-mus-ed-ly (bi myddo/zid lē) /bi'myuwzidliy/ adv. 
—be-muse/ment, n. (noncount): a look of bemusement 
on his face. 

bench (bench) /bentf/ n. [count] 1. a long seat for sev- 
eral people: a park bench. See illustration at TERMINAL. 2. 
a seat occupied by a judge: The judge glared down at 
the prisoner from her bench. 3. [singular; often: the + 
~ such a seat when it is thought of as a symbol of the 
office and dignity of a judge: appointed to the bench last 
year. 4. the seat on which the players of a team sit dur- 
ing a game while not playing. 5. a worktable or work- 
bench: a carpenter's bench. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to remove 
from or keep from participating in a game: had to bench 
his star player when he didn't show up for practice. 
bench-mark or bench mark (bench/mark’) /'be- 
ntf,mark/ n. [count] 1. a mark made on a measuring 
device at a known height from which other heights may 
be calculated. Abbr.: BM 2. a standard or reference by 
which others can be measured or judged: He set as his 
benchmarks the achievements of others. 

bend (bend) /bend/ v., bent (bent) /bent/ bending, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to force (something) from a straight 
form into a curved form: could bend steel in his bare 
hands. 2. [no obj] (of something) to become curved: a 
bow that bends easily. 3. to (cause to) lean away from an 
upright position: [~ + obj]: bent her head in prayer. [no 
obj): She bent over my desk to take a look at the com- 
puter. 4. {~ + obj + to + obj) to guide (oneself) in a 
particular direction: She bent her energies to the task. 
She bent herself to finishing her homework. [be bent 
on}: was bent on finishing the job. 5. [no obj) to turn or 
head in a particular direction: The road bent soutit. 6. to 
(cause to) submit or give in: [~ + to + obj): I bent to his 
will, [~ + obj + to + obj): He bent me to his will. 7. [~ 
+ obj) to make less harsh; relax (restrictions): We were 
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willing to bend the rules to allow her to study English. 
—n. [count] 8. the act of bending: The new plan repre- 
sents a slight bend to the pressures of politics. 9. some- 
thing that bends or is bent: At the bend in the road you 
bear to the right. 10. the bends, {phiral; used with a 
Plural verb] a painful condition caused by bubbles of ni- 
trogen gas in the blood: The bends are sometimes a big 
problem for deep-sea divers. —Idiom. 11. around or 
round the bend, /n/formal. insane: crazy: She has driven 
me right around the bend with her constant phone calls. 
12. bend or lean or fall over backward, [no obj) to ex- 
ert Oneself as much as possible: The teacher bent over 
backward in giving you extra time. 13. bend someone's 
ear, to talk to someone at length: The dean bent my ear 
for an hour with the same old ideas for new classes. 

bend-er (ben/dar) /'bendor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that bends. 2. Siang. a time of drinking a lot of al- 
coholic beverages; spree; binge. 

-bene-, root. -bene- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “well.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BENEDICTION, BENEFACTOR, BENEFICENT, BENEFICIAL, BENEFIT, 
BENEVOLENT. 

be-neath (bi néth/’) /bt'niy@/ adv. 1. in or to a lower po- 
sition; below: From the mountain he looked down to the 
ford beneath. —prep. 2. below: under: They lived be- 
neath the same roof. 3. farther down than: the drawer 
beneath the top one. 4. lower down on a slope than: be- 
neath the crest of a hill. 5. less important than; inferior 
to: A captain is beneath a major. 6. below the level or 
dignity of; not worthy of: Your remarks are beneath con- 
tempt (= Your remarks are not even worthy of contempt 
they are so bad). 

ben-e-dic-tion (ben/i_ dik/shan) /beni'dikfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an utterance of good wishes or a blessing: con- 
chided the service with a benediction. 2. [noncount) the 
act of blessing: raised her hand in benediction. —ben-e- 
dic-to-ry (ben/i dik’ta rē) /,beni'diktariy/ adj. See -BENE-, 
-DICT-. 

ben-e-fac-tion (ben’a fak/shən, ben/ə fak-) 
l'bena, fækfon, ,beno'fæk-/ n. [count] 1. an act of doing 
good; a good deed: known for his many benefactions. 2. 
a benefit given; a charitable donation: His benefactions 
were numerous and private. See -BENE-, -FAC-. 

ben-e-fac-tor (ben/a fak/tar) bend, fektar/ n. [count] a 
person who does a good deed: The benefactors of the 
college will have to give even more this year. See -BENE-, 
-FAC-. 

ben-e-fac-tress (ben/a fak’tris) bens, fektris/ n. 
[count] a woman who does a good deed: The college 
could call on many benefactresses over the year for do- 
nations. See -BENE-, -FAC-. 

be-nef-iscence (ba nef’a sons) /bə'nefəsəns/ n. [non- 
count) the quality or state of being beneficent: He helped 
me because of his own beneficence. See -BENE-, -FAC-. 

be-nef-i-cent (ba nef’a sant) /bo'nefasant/ adj. 1. doing 
good; charitable: his beneficent work for charitable or- 
ganizations. 2. beneficial: The new drug was found to be 
beneficent in treating some cases. —be-nef/i-centely, 
adv. See -BENE-, -FAC-.. 

ben-e-fi-cial (ben/a fish/al) /,beno'fifal/ adj. giving ben- 
efit; doing good: the beneficial effect of sunshine. 
—ben/e-fi’cial-ly, adv. —ben/e-fi/cialeness, n. Inon- 
count) See -BENE-, -FAC-, -FIC-. 

ben-e-fi-ciear-y (bens fish’é er/é, -fish/ə rē) 
/,bena'fifiy,eriy, -'fifariy/ n. [count], pl. -areies. 1. one 
that receives benefits: The rich are the only beneficiaries 
of the new tax bill. 2. a person designated to receive 
property under a will or trust: My darnghters are the sole 
beneficiaries. See -BENE-, -FAC-. 

ben-e-fit (ben/a fit) /benofit/ n. 1. [nonconnt] some- 
thing advantageous or good: /s it of benefit to you to 
help someone yon detest? 2. [count] a payment made to 
help someone, given by an insurance company or public 
agency: provided many health-care benefits. 3. [count] a 
social event held to raise money for an organization, 
Cause, Or person: The rock group gave a benefit for vic- 
tims of the drought in Africa. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to do 
good to; be of service to: a health-care program that will 
benefit everyone. 5. to gain benefit from (something); 
profit: [no obj): When the blood drive was over, the Red 
Cross had clearly benefited. [~ + from + obj): | learned 
to benefit from experience. ——Idiom. 6. for (some- 
one’s) benefit, so as to produce a desired effect (in an- 
other's mind): The judge smiled for the benefit of the 
cameras. 7. give someone the benefit of the doubt, 
to believe that someone is telling the truth, or is innocent 
of wrongdoing, in the absence of any proof for or against 
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the person: We don't really know if Joe was cheating or 
not; I'd be inclined to give him the benefit of the doubt. 
See -BENE-. ——Related Words. BENEFIT is both a noun 
and a verb, BENEFICIAL is an adjective: His insurance plan 
provides medical benefits. The new rules don't benefit 
me. Certain foods are beneficial to your health. 

be-nev-o-lence (ba nev/o lens) /bo'nevalons/ n. 1. 
[voncount] desire to do good: praised for her benevo- 
lence. 2. [count] an act of kindness: charitable gift: His 
benevoleuces made it possible for many poor children to 
attend good schools. See -BENE-, -VOL-. 

be-nev-o-lent (ba nev/a lant) /bo'nevalant/ adj. 1. hav- 
ing or expressing benevolence: a benevolent smile. 2. 
desiring to help others: giffs from benevolent alumni. 
—be-nev/o-lent-ly, adv. See -BENE-, -vOL-. 

be-night-ed (bi ni/tid) /bi'naytid/ adj. [before a nonn) 
ignorant; unenlightened: the benighted masses. 

be-nign (bi nin’) /bi'nayn/ adj. 1. having or showing a 
gentle nature; gracious: a benign sinile. 2. mild: com- 
fortable: benign weather. 3. not malignant: a benign tu- 
mor. —bes-nign/ly, adv. 

beneny (ben/é) /'beniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. Slang. an 
amphetamine tablet: He took some bennies so he corld 
Stay awake studying the night before the test. 

bent (bent) /bent/ adj. 1. curved; crooked: a bent back. 
2. [be + ~ + on/ipon) determined: set: is bent upon 
finding the truth. 3. Chiefly Brit. a. corrupt; dishonest: 
They videotaped the bent clerk taking a bribe. b. Offen- 
sive. homosexual. —n. [count Singular] 4. a special tal- 
ent or interest; flair: She has a bent for painting. 

be-numbed (bi numd/) /br'namd/ adj. made numb: fin- 
gers benumbed by cold. 

ben-zene (ben/zén, ben zén/) /benziyn, ben'ziyn/ n. 
[noncount}) a colorless, strong-smelling liquid com- 
pound, C.H,, used in making chemicals and dyes and as 
a solvent. 

ben-zine (ben/zén, ben zén/) /benztyn, ben'ziyn/ n. 
[noncount] a colorless liquid mixture obtained from hy- 
drocarbons, used in cleaning and dyeing: Maybe benzine 
will get that stain off your jacket. 

be-queath (bi kwéth’, -kwéth/) /bi'kwiyd, -'kwiy0/ v. [~ 
+ obj (+ to) + obj) 1. to dispose of (property or money) 
by means of a will: / bequeath all my worldly goods to 
my wife. She bequeathed her sister all her favorite toys. 
2. to hand down; pass on: What sort of environment will 
we bequeath to our children? 

be-quest (bi kwest/) /bi'kwest/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
of bequeathing. 2. [count] an item bequeathed to an- 
other: a substantial bequest to his favorite charity. 

be-rate (bi rat’) /bi'reyt/ v. [~ + obj), -rat-ed, -rat-ing. 
to scold; yell at; rebuke: The coach thought that if he be- 
rated his players, they might snap out of their lazy habits. 

be-reave (bi rév’) /br'riyv/ v. [~ + obj + of], -reaved 
or -reft (-reft’) /-'reft/ -reav-ing. 1. to take away from 
and make sad, esp. by death: //ness bereaved them of 
their mother. She was bereaved of her husband (= 
Death bereaved her of her misband) 2. to deprive cru- 
elly: War bereft us of our home. —be-reav/er, n. [count] 

be-reaved (bi révd/) /bi'riyvd/ adj. 1. (of a person) sad- 
dened at having lost a loved one by death: the bereaved 
widow in black. —n. [count; the + ~ 2. the bereaved, 
(plural; used with a plural verb] bereaved persons: paid 
his respects to the bereaved. 

be-reave-ment (bi rév’moant) /bi 'rryvmont/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the condition of being bereaved: wondered if be- 
reavement would make him more bitter. 2. [connt] an 
instance or occasion of such a loss: Several recent 
deaths made them ponder their bereavements. 

be-reft (bi reft) /bi'reft/ v. 1. a pt. and Pp. Of BEREAVE: 
bereft of her husband. —adj. 2. deprived: Are they bereft 
Yf their senses? 

be-ret (ba ra’) /bo'rey/ n. [count] a soft cap without a 
brim, with a flat or rounded top. 

berg (big) /bsrg/ n. [count] an iceberg. 

be-rib-boned (bi rib’and) /bi'ribond/ adj. adorned with 
ribbons: beribboned war veterans. 

bersi-ber+i (ber/é ber/é) Iberiy'beriy/ n. [noncount) a 
disease of the nerves caused by a deficiency of vitamin 


ie 
berm (birm) /bsrm/ n. [count] 1. a level strip of ground 
at the top of a slope. 2. the shoulder of a road. 3. a 
mound of snow or dirt: dig in inside their berms. 
Ber-mu/da shorts’ (bər myoo/da) /bar 'myuwdo/ n. 
[plural short pants extending almost to the knee. 
ber-ry (ber/é) Iberiy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. any small, 
soft, round, usually juicy fruit growing on a bush or tree, 
as the strawberry, grape, or tomato. 
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gree; most: She is the best-known actress of our time. 


berserk to betray 
ber-serk (bar stirk’, -zůrk/) /bor'sark, -'zark/ adj. vio- 


lently or destructively frenzied: She went berserk at the 
idea, shouting, pulling books down off the wall, and 
throwing things into the fireplace. —ber-serk/ly, adv. 

berth (birth) /b3r0/ n. (count) 1. a shelflike sleeping 
space, as on a ship: We had adjoining sleeping berths. 2. 
a space assigned to a ship in which to dock or lie at an- 
chor: The tugboat eased the liner into its berth. 3. a job; 
place: competing for berths on the Olympic team. —v. 4. 
to find, or provide with, a sleeping space: [~ + obj]: 
They were berthed in the cabin bedrooms. [no obj): They 
berthed in the lower deck of the ship. 5. (of a ship) to 
(cause it to) come to a dock: [~ + obj]: The captain 
berthed the ship and went below. [no obj]: The slip 
berthed smoothly. —Idiom. 6. give a wide berth to, 
[~ + obj] to keep a careful distance from: I'd give a wide 
berth to that job applicant. 

ber-yl (ber’al) /‘beral/ n. (noncount) a mineral, found in 
the gems emerald and aquamarine. 

beryllium (ba ril”é am) /ba'nliyam/ n. [noncount] a 
hard, light metallic element, used chiefly to reduce fa- 
tigue in springs and electrical contacts. 

be-seech (bi séch’) /bi'siytf/ v., -sought (-sdt’) /-'sot/ or 
-seeched, -seech-ing. to beg or ask for strongly Or ur- 
gently; implore; appeal: [~ + obj]: | beseech you, let my 
people go! [~ + obj + to + verb]: They besought us to 
leave at once. —be-seech/er, n. [count] 

be-seech-ing (bi séch’ing) /bi 'siytfin/ adj. begging or 
asking for something urgently: She gave me a beseech- 
ing look. —be-seech/ing-ly, adv.: She looked beseech- 
ingly at him. 

be-set (bi set’) /bi'set/ v. [~ + obj], -set, -set-ting. 1. 
to attack on all sides: beset by an angry mob of protest- 
ers. 2. to surround; hem in: He was beset with a lot of 
problems all at once. 3. to set (something) in place; put 
in: a gold crown beset with jewels. 

be-side (bi sid’) /bi'sayd/ prep. 1. by the side of; near: 
Sit down beside me. 2. compared with: Beside her, other 
writers seem amateurish. 3. not relevant to: Your argu- 
ment is beside the point. 4. Besives (defs. 4, 5). —adv. 5. 
along the side of something: We walked, and the dog ran 
along beside. —Idiom. 6. beside oneself, [be + ~ + 
with] frantic; feeling strong emotion about: She was be- 
side herself with fury. —Usage. To express the preposi- 
tional meanings “over and above,” “in addition to,” and 
“except,” BESIDES is preferred to BESIDE, esp. in careful 
writing. However, BESIDE sometimes occurs with these 
meanings as well, even in formal writing. 

be-sides (bi sidz’) /bi'saydz/ adv. 1. moreover; further- 
more; also: Jd really like to go and besides, | promised 
them I would come. 2. in addition: There are three elm 
trees and two maples besides. 3. otherwise; else: They 
had a roof over their heads but not much besides. 
—prep. 4. over and above; in addition to: Besides his 
mother he has a sister to support. 5. other than; except: 
There is no one here besides us. —Usage. See BESIDE. 
be-siege (bi séj’) /bi'siyd3/ v. [~ + obj], -sieged, -sieg- 
ing. 1. to surround and attack: The city was besieged for 
months. 2. to crowd around; crowd in upon: Vacationers 
besieged the travel office. 

be-esmirch (bi smiarch’) /bi'smartf/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
make dirty; soil; sully. 2. to ruin by taking away the 
honor of (someone's good name): His campaign plan 
was simply to besmirch his opponent's reputation. 
be-sot-ted (bi sot/ad) /bi'sntod/ adj. stupid or foolish 
because of alcoholic drink, love, etc.: besotted with gin. 
—be-sot/ted-ness, n. (noricount) 

be-sought (bi s6t’) /bi'sot/ v. a pt. and pp. Of BESEECH. 
be-spat-tered (bi spat/erd) /bi'spatord/ adj. covered 
with: clothes bespattered with mud. 

be-speak (bi spék’) /bi'spiyk/ v. [~ + obj], -spoke, 
-spo-ken or -spoke, -speak-ing. 1. to ask for in ad- 
vance; reserve beforehand: to bespeak a seat in a thea- 
ter. 2. to show; indicate: This generous act bespeaks a 
kindly heart. 

be-spec-ta-cled (bi spekta kald) /bi'spektokald/ adj. 
wearing eyeglasses. 

best (best) /best/ adj., superlative fori of Gooo. 1. of the 
highest quality; the most excellent: Only the best stu- 
dents apply to our school. 2. most suitable or appropri- 
ate; of most benefit or of greatest advantage: /s this the 
best way to handle the probleni? [it + be + ~ + 
clause): | thought it would be best if we discussed this 
first. [it + be + ~ + to + verb): It would be best not to 
wake her up. —adv., superlative form of wet. 3. most 
excellently or suitably; most well: They gave her an opera 
role that best suits lier voice. 4. in or to the highest de- 


=n. [count] 5. [the + ~] someone or something that is 
best: Even the best of us makes mistakes. 6. [one’s + 
~ a person’s finest clothing: Promise me you'll wear your 
best to the wedding next week. 7. [one’s + ~] a person's 
highest degree of ability, effort, or health: Were all trying 
ways to do our best. 8. [ones + ~] salutations: Give 
them my best. (= Convey to them my good wishes). —v. 
[~ + obj] 9. to get the better of; beat: That team bested 
us in the finals. —Idiom. 10. (all) for the best, pro- 
ducing good as the final result: /¢ turned out to be all for 
the best when I didn't get that job. 11. as best one can, 
in the best way possible: As best t can tell, we're the first 
ones here. 12. at best, even under the most favorable 
circumstances possible: The job won't be finished for a 
month at best. 13. get or have the best of, [~ + obj] 
a. to gain the advantage over. b. to defeat; subdue: The 
pain got the best of hin. 14. had best, [~ + root form 
of a verb] ought to: You had best phone your mother. 
15. make the best of, {~ + obj] to cope with; accept: 
We're only going to be living here for a year; lets make 
the best of it. See BETTER. 

bes-tial (bes’chal, bés/-) /'bestfal, 'biys-/ adj. 1. of or 
like a beast. 2. savage; revolting: bestial behavior. 
—bes/tial-ly, adv. 

bes-tiealeiety (bes/ché ali tē, bés/-) /,bestfiy'alitiy, 
ibiys-/ n. [noncount] 1. brutish, revolting, or savage be- 
havior. 2. sexual relations between a person and an ani- 
mal. 

be-stir (bi stir’) /bi'star/ v. [~ + obj], -stirred, -stir- 
ring. to rouse (Someone) to action; stir up: The army be- 
stirred themselves when they saw the enemy. 

best’ man’, n. [count] the chief attendant of the bride- 
groom at a wedding: The best man fumbled nervously in 
his pockets and finally produced the ring. 

be-stow (bi std’) /bi'stow/ v. [~ + obj + on/upon + 
obj] to present as a gift; give; confer: The committee be- 
stowed a great honor on him. —be-stow/al, n. (count, 
singular): the bestowal of such a great honor. 

be-stride (bi strid’) /bi'strayd/ v. [~ + obj], -strode or 
-strid, -strid-den or -strid, -strid-ing. 1. to stand or sit 
with one leg on each side of (something): She bestrode 
her horse. 2. to tower over; dominate: The colossal 
monument bestrode the ancient harbor. 

best-sell-er (best/sel/ar) /'best'selor/ n. [count] a prod- 
uct, aS a book, that sells very well at a given time. 
—best/-sell/ing, adj.: a best-selling novel. 

bet (bet) /bet/ v., bet or bet-ted, bet-ting, n. —v. 1. a. 
to risk (something of value) on the result of some un- 
known event; wager: [~ + obj]: How much did she bet? 
[~ + obj + on + obj): She bet $5.00 on that horse. [~ 
+ obj + (that) clause): She bet $5.00 that her horse 
would win. (no obj]: Do you want to bet? b. to enter into 
an agreement with (someone) on such a risk: [~ + obj 
+ obj]: She bet me $5.00. [~ + obj + obj + (that) 
clause): She bet me $5.00 that her horse would come in 
first. [~ + with + obj]: She likes to bet with me. 2. [usu- 
ally: | + ~ + (that) clause] to claim as if in a bet; to be 
certain of: / bet you forgot it. 3. you + ~] Informal. 
(used to show agreement in a forceful way with what has 
been Said or will be said): Do you want a little more time 
to finish the homework? —You bet! (= Yes, I/we want 
more time). You bet we care about it! (= Yes! We care 
abont it!) 4. [1 + ~] (used to express sarcasm, or to 
show disagreement): “And so / promise lower taxes and a 
better world for everybody,” the candidate said. “I bet,” 
muttered John. —n. (count) 5. an agreement to risk 
something of value on an uncertain future event; wager: / 
miade a bet with my wife. 6. a thing risked: a two-dollar 
bet. 7. something that is bet on: That looks like a good 
bet. 8. (usually: singular) a person or thing considered a 
good choice: a sure bet to get the job. 

be-ta (ba/ta) /'beyto/ n. [count], pl. -tas. the second let- 
ter of the Greek alphabet (B, 8). 

bête noire (bat’ nwar’, bet’) /,beyt' nwar, ,bet/ n. 
[count], pl. bêtes noires (bat/ nwarz’, bet’) /,beyt' nw- 
arz, ,bet/. a person or thing that is very disliked or 
feared: The special writing test was the bête noire of stn- 
dents. 

be-to-ken (bi t0’kan) /bi'towkon/ v. [~ + obj] to be a 
sign of; indicate: Her deep frown betokened her feelings 
of sadness. 

be-tray (bi tra’) /bi'trey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. [~ + obj (+ to 
+ obj)] to deliver or expose to an enemy by treachery: 
Benedict Arnold tried to betray his country to the enemy. 
2. to be unfaithful or disloyal to: to betray one’s friends. 
3. to reveal or make known (a secret given in confi- 
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dence): fo betray a plan. 4. to reveal unconsciously —Jdiom. 13. few and far between, rare; seldom; in- 


(something a person would prefer to hide): The nervous- 
ness on her face betrays her insecurity. 5. to be unfaith- 
ful to (someone) by having sexual relations with someone 
else: He vowed never to betray his wife again. —be- 
tray’er, n. [comnt] 
be-tray-al (bi tra/al) /bi ‘treyal/ n. 1. [noncount] betray- 
ing or being betrayed: At that point we feared betrayal 
more than anything else. 2. [count] an act of betraying 
or being betrayed: When he failed to Support her, she 
(ook it as a betrayal. 
be-troth-al (bi tro/thal, -tr6/thal) /bi'trowdal, -'tro@al/ n. 
[count] the act or state of being engaged to be married: 
The mayor had not announced a betrothal in that village 
for some time. 
be-trothed (bi trdtna/, -trotht/) /bi'trowdd, -'troOt/ adj. 
[be + ~] 1. engaged to be married: She was betrothed 
to the richest man in the village. —n. (count; singular 
and plural] 2. the person to whom one is betrothed: es- 
corted the betrothed to the church. ` 
bet-ted (bet/id) /‘betid/ v. a pt. and pp. of BeT'. 
bet-ter (betər) /'betor/ adj. comparative form of coop. 
1. of higher or superior quality or excellence: We got a 
better view of the city from the top of the Empire State 
Binilding. 2. morally superior: Those politicians are no 
better than thieves. 3. of Superior Suitability; preferable: 
There could not be a better time for action, [it + be + ~ 
+ verb-ing]: It’s better having short lines with more bank 
tellers. [it + be + ~ + to + verb]: It is better to have 
loved and lost than never to have loved at all. [it + be + 
~ + that clause]: It's better that we slop meeting like 
this. 4. larger; greater: This homework assignment will 
fake the better part of a day to finish. 5. improved in 
health; healthier than before: Well, are you feeling any 
better today? —adv., comparative form of wet. 6. in a 
more appropriate manner: Behave better when your 
grandparents come over. 7. to a greater degree; more 
completely: She knows the way better than | do. —v. 8. 
to (cause to) improve: [~ + obj): She worked hard to 
better the lot of the needy. [no obj]: Economic conditions 
have not bettered. 9. [~ + obj] to improve upon: We 
have bettered last years production. —n, [count] 10. 
[usually singular] something that is preferable: the better 
of two choices. 11. Usually, betters. [p/ural] those supe- 
rior to oneself: Stop thinking of them as your betters. 
—Idiom. 12. better off, [be + ~] a. in better 
circumstances: Are we better off than we were four years 
ago? b. [be + ~] more fortunate: happier: You are bet- 
ler off without him. 13. for the better, in a way that is 
an improvement: His health changed for the better. 14. 
get or have the better of, [~ + obj] a. to have or get 
an advantage over: They have the better of me in the 
opening part of the race. b. to prevail against; win over: 
Her curiosity got the better of her. 15. go (someone) 
one better, to exceed someone else's efforts; surpass: 
She did her rival one better by coming to the meeting 
better prepared. 16. had better, [~ + root form of a 
verb] Ought to: We had better renegotiate this contract. 
17. think better of, [~ + Obj} a. to reconsider or think 
(something) over again: / was tempted to make a wise- 
crack, but thought better of it and kept quiet. b. to form 
a higher opinion of: I'm sure she thinks better of you 
now that she knows how kind you are. 
bet-ter-ment (bet/ar mant) /'betarmant/ n. [noncount] 
the act or process of bettering; improvement: We are 
working for the betterment of all mankind. 
bet-tor or bet-ter (bet/ar) /'betor/ n. [count] a person 
who bets: the bettors lining up at the window. 
be-tween (bi twén/) /bi'twiyn/ prep. 1. in the space 
separating: We traveled between New York and Chicago 
by railroad. 2. intermediate to in time, quantity, or de- 
gree: /// meet you sometime between twelve and one 
oclock. 3. linking; connecting; to and from: The Ship 
sails between Stockholm and Copenhagen. 4. in equal 
portions for each of: The couple split the profits between 
them. 5. among: a treaty betweén five countries. See 
Usage Note below. 6. by (means of) the common partici- 
pation of: Between us, we can finish the job. 7. in the 
choice or contrast of: the difference between good and 
bad. 8. by the combined effect of: They were both mar- 
ried before, so they have seven children between them. 
9. existing as a secret with: We'll keep this between our- 
selves (= This will be a secret with you and me). Be- 
tween you and me, | think he’s a foot 10. involving; con- 
cerning: war between nations. 11. in the way of; 
blocking: Something came between us, and we didn't 
care for each other anymore. —adv. 12. in the interven- 
ing space or time: two windows with a door between. 


frequent: The visits became few and far between as we 
grew apart. 14, in between, in an intermediate position: 
Our house is in between a Playground and an alley. 
—be-tween/ness, n. [noncount]: a feeling of between- 
ness, of not being completely here in America or there in 
Hong Kong. —Usage. By strict or traditional usage 
rules, AMONG expresses relationship when more than two 
are involved, and BETWEEN is used for only two: to decide 
among coffee, tea, juice, or milk; to decide between tea 
and Coffee. BETWEEN, however, continues to be used to 
express relationship of persons or things considered indi- 
vidually, no matter how many: Between holding public 
office, teaching, and raising a family, she has little free 
time. And BETWEEN is always used to express location or 
position in the middle of any number of things that are 
limits or boundaries around the point: This city is located 
at a point between New York, Chicago, and Pittsburgh. Al- 
though not usually accepted as good usage, BETWEEN You 
AND I is heard occasionally in the speech of educated 
persons. By the strict rules of grammar, any and all pro- 
nouns that are the object of a preposition must be in the 
objective case: between you and me; between her and 
them, 

be-twixt (bi twikst’) /bi'twikst/ prep., adv. 1. between. 
——Idiom. 2. betwixt and between, neither the one nor 
the other; in a middle position. 

bev-eled (bev/ald) /'bevald/ adj. oblique; slanted; slop- 
ing: beveled edges. Also, esp. Brit., bevelled. 

bev-ersage (bev/ar ij, bev/rij) /‘bevorid3, 'bevrid3/ n. 
[count] any liquid that can be drunk, esp. a liquid other 
than water. 

bevy (bev/é) i'beviy/ n. [count], pl. bev-ies. a large 
group or collection: a bevy of sailors. 

be-wail (bi wal’) /bi'wey// v. [~ + Obj] to express deep 
sorrow for; lament: a child bewailing the loss of her dog. 

be-ware (bi war’) /bi'weor/ v. [usually in a command] to 
be wary (of); be cautious or careful (about): [~ + obj]: 
Beware his wit. [~ + of + obj): Beware of the dog! 

be-wil-der (bi wil/dar) /bi'wildor/ v. [~ + obj] to con- 
fuse or puzzle: Her sudden decision not to see me any- 
more bewildered me. 

be-wil-dered (bi wil/dərd) /bi 'wildord/ adj. confused; 
puzzled: The bewildered child looked for his mother. 

be-wil-dersing (bi wil/dər ing) /bı 'wildar 19/ adj. con- 
fusing; puzzling: bewildering instructions. —be-wil/der- 
ingely, adv.: bewilderingly complex directions. 

be-wil-dersment (bi wil/dar meant) /bi'wildormant/ n. 
[noncount] the state of being bewildered: / looked 
around in bewilderment at the 1mnamed streets. 

be-witch (bi wich’) /bi'witf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to affect by 
witchcraft or magic: Morgaine bewitched Arthur. 2. to 
charm; fascinate: She bewitched me with her smile. 
—be-witched’, adj.: bewitched by her singing. —be- 
witch/ing, adj.: a bewitching smile. —be-witch/ing-ly, 
adv.: sang bewitchingly. 

be-yond (bé ond/, bi yond’) /biy'pnd, bi'yond/ prep. 1. 
on, at, or to the farther side of: beyond the fence. 2. 
more distant than: beyond the horizon. 3. outside the 
limits or reach of: pain beyond endurance. 4. outside the 
limits of one’s ability (to understand, etc.): It's beyond me 
why she stole the money. 5. superior to: Surpassing: 
wise beyond her peers. 6. more than; in excess of; over 
and above: fo stay beyond one’s welcome. —adv. 7. far- 
ther on or away: Go as far as the house and beyond. 
~——Idiom. 8. the beyond, a. that which is at a great dis- 
tance. b. Also, the great beyond. the afterlife; life after 
death. 

bf or b.f., an abbreviation of: boldface. 

B.F.A., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Fine Arts. 

bi (bi) /bay/ adj., n. [count], pl. bis, bi's. Slang. bisexual. 

bi-, prefix. bi- comes from Latin, where it has the mean- 
ing “twice, two.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BICENTENNIAL, BIENNIAL, BIGAMY, BILATERAL, BINOCULARS, BI- 
PARTISAN, BIPED, BISECT, BIWEEKLY. ——Usage. In some 
words, esp. words referring to time periods, the prefix bi- 
has two meanings: “twice a + ~” and PEVCiyatWOMpeae=sus 
Thus, biannual means both “twice a year” and “every two 
years.” Be careful; check many of these words. 

biean-nusal (bi an/yoo əl) /bay'wnyuwoal/ adj. 1. occur- 
ring twice in one year. 2. occurring once every two years. 
—bi-an/nueal-ly, adv. See -aNn-. —Usage. See sı-. 
bias (bi/as) bayas/ n., adj., v., -ased, -asing or (esp. 
Brit.) -assed, -as-sing. —n. [count] 1. a tendency toward 
judging something without full knowledge of it; prejudice: 
He has a bias against anyone who is black. 2. a particu- 
lar tendency toward something: She has a natural bias 
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for handwork and athletics. 3. a slanting or diagonal line 
of direction, esp. across a woven fabric. —adj. (usually: 
before a noun] 4. (of the cut of a fabric) diagonal; 
slanted. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to influence unfairly: The law- 
yer made a tearful plea to bias the jury. —Idiom. 6. on 
the bias, a. in the diagonal direction of the cloth. b. out 
of line; slanting. —Syn. Bias and PREJUDICE both mean a 
strong and unfairly formed inclination of the mind or 
opinion about something or someone. A BIAS may be fa- 
vorable or unfavorable: bias in favor of or against an 
idea. presuvice implies a judgment already formed and 
even more unreasoning than sias, and usually implies an 
unfavorable opinion: prejudice against a race. 

bieased (bi’ost) /'bayəst/ adj. having or showing bias: 
handed in a biased report. Also, esp. Brit., bi/assed. 

bieath-lon (bi ath/lon) /bay'xOlon/ r. [count] a contest 
of cross-country skiing and shooting. 

bib (bib) /bib/ n. [count] 1. a shield of cloth tied under 
the chin to protect the clothing. 2. the front part of an 
apron or the like above the waist. 

Bib., an abbreviation of: 1. Bible. 2. biblical. 

Bi-ble (bi/bal) /"baybal/ n. [count] 1. [the + ~] the col- 
lection of sacred writings of the Christian religion, con- 
sisting of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament. 
2. Also called Hebrew Scriptures. [the + ~] the collec- 
tion of sacred writings of the Jewish religion: consisting 
of the Five Books of Moses (the Torah), the books of the 
Prophets, and various other sacred writings, including the 
Psalms, and collectively known to Christians as the Old 
Testament. 3. [often: bible] a book that is a copy of 
these writings: always carried a small bible with him. 4. 
[usually: bible] any book esteemed for its usefulness and 
authority: a bird-watchers’ bible. See -BIBLIO-. 

Bib-liecal (bib/li kəl) /"biblikal/ adj. (often: biblical 1. of 
or in the Bible: a Biblical name. 2. in accord with the Bi- 
ble: Biblical justification. —Bib/li-cat-ly, adv. 

-biblio-, root. -biblio- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “book.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BIBLE, BIBLIOGRAPHER, BIBLIOGRAPHY, BIBLIOPHILE. 

bib-li-og-raspher (bib/lé og/ra fər) / bibliy'ografar/ n. 
[count] an expert in bibliography. See -BIBLIO-, -GRAPH-. 

bib-licog-rasphy (bib/lé og/ro fē) /,bibliy'ngrofiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -phies. a list of works, esp. a list of source 
materials used in preparing a work or referred to in the 
text: a bibliography on the topic of abortion. —bib-li-o- 
graphic (bib/le ə grafik) /bibliyo'græfiık/ bib/ti-o- 
graph/i-cal, adj. —bib/li-o-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. See 
-BIBLIO-, -GRAPH-. 

bib-li-o-phile (bib/lé ə fil’, -fil) /bibliya,fayl, -fil/ n. 
[count] one who loves or collects books. See -BIBLIO-, 
-PHIL-. 

bi-cam-ereal (bi kam/or əl) /bay'kæmərəl/ adj. having 
two chambers, as a legislative body: a bicameral legisla- 
ture. —biecam/er-al-ism, n. (noncourit] See Bi-. 

bi-carb (bi karb’) /bay'karb/ n. Infornial. SODIUM BICAR- 
BONATE. 

bi-car-bo-nate (bi kar/bo nit, -nat’) /bay'karboanit, 
-neyt/ n. [noncount]) a chemical, specifically a salt of 
carbonic acid. 

bicar’bonate of so/’da, n. SODIUM BICARBONATE. 

bi-cen-ten-ar-y (bi’ sen ten/a rē, bi sen’tn er/ē) /,bays- 
en'tenoriy, bay'sentn,eriy/ adj., n., pl. -areies. BICENTEN- 
NIAL. 

bi-cen-ten-nieal (bi’sen ten/ē al) /,baysen'teniyal/ adj. 
[before a nour) 1. relating to or in honor of a 200th an- 
niversary. 2. lasting 200 years. 3. occurring every 200 
years. —n. [count] 4, a 200th anniversary. See -ENN-. 
bi-ceps (bi/seps) /'bayseps/ n. [court], pl. -ceps, -ceps- 
es (-sep siz) /-sepsiz/. a muscle with two points of origin, 
as the muscle on the front of the upper arm. 
bickeer (bik’er) /'bikor/ v. [no obj] to argue about 
something unimportant: bickering over slioelaces. 
bi-coast-al (bi kōs/tl) /buy'kowstl/ adj. occurring or ex- 
isting on two coasts, esp. on both the E and W coasts of 
the U.S. 
bi-cul-tureal-ism (bi kul/chər ə liz/əm) /bay'kaltfərə- 
dlizəm/ n. [voncount) the presence of two different cul- 
tures in the same country or region: the biculturalism of 
a region like Harlem. —bi-cul/tur-al, adj. 
bi-cus-pid (bi kus/pid) /bay'kaspid/ adj. 1. Also, bi-cus- 
pi-date (bi kus/pi/dat’) /bay'kas,pi'deyt/. having or end- 
ing in two points, as certain teeth. —r. [count] 2. one of 
eight teeth located in pairs on each side of the upper and 
lower jaws in front of the molars. 
bi-cy-cle (bi/si kəl, -sik/al, -si/kal) /‘baysikol, -,sikal, 
-saykal/ n., v., -cled, -cling. —n. [count] 1. a vehicle 
with two wheels, pedals connected to the rear wheel by a 
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chain, handlebars for steering, and a seat like a saddle. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to ride a bicycle: They bicycled down to 
the store. —bi-cy-clist (bi/si klist) ‘baysiklist/ bi/cy- 
cler, n. [count] See -CYCLe-. 

bid (bid) /bid/ v., bade (bad) /bæd/ or bid, bid-den or 
bid, bid-ding, n. —v. 1. to command (someone to do 
something): [~ + obj (+ to) + verb): The king bade 
them (to) rise and speak freely. [~ + obj]: Do as | bid 
you. [no obj]: Do as I bid. 2. to say as a greeting, wish, 
etc.: [~ + obj + obj): She bid him goodnight. [~ + obj 
+ to + obj]: We bid a warm welcome to our distin- 
guished visitors. 3. to offer (a certain sum) as the price 
one will charge or pay: [~ + obj (+ for + obj)): They bid 
$25,000 (for the job) and got the contract. [no obj; (~ + 
for + obj): | can't bid (for that vase); | dont have 
enough money. 4.[~ + obj] to enter a bid of (a given 
quantity or suit at cards): When my bridge partner bid six 
diamonds my heart nearly stopped beating. —n. [count] 
5. an act or instance of bidding. 6. a. an offer to make a 
specified number of points or to take a specified number 
of card tricks: My bid was for five hearts. b. the turn ofa 
person to bid: Wait; it’s my bid. 7. an invitation: a bid to 
join a club. 8. an attempt to attain some purpose: made 
a bid for the nomination. —bid/der, n. [count] 

bid-den (bid’n) /‘bidn/ v. a pp. of Bio. 

bid-ding (bid/ing) /'bidin/ n. [noncount] 1. command, 
summons: at his bidding. 2. bids thought of as a group, 
or a period during which bids are made or received: The 
bidding was fast and furious. ——Idiom. 3. do some- 
one’s bidding, to give in to someone's orders or wishes: 
I was willing to do lier bidding. 

bid-dy (bid’é) /‘bidiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. a fussy old 
woman. 

bide (bid) /bayd/ v. [no obj], bided or bode (bod) 
!bowd/ bid-ed, bid'ing. 1. to wait; remain: We bided at 
home during the winter. —Idiom. 2. bide one’s time, 
to wait for a favorable opportunity: bided his time, plan- 
ning revenge. 

biedet (bē da’) /biy'dey/ n. [count] a low basin in a 
bathroom, used for bathing the genital area. 

biedisrec».tion.al (bi/di rek’sha nl, -di-) /,baydı'rekfən], 
-day-/ adj. capable of reacting or functioning in two 
directions: a bidirectional antenna. —bi-di-rec-tion-al- 
ity (bi/di rek/sho nali te, -di-). / baydirekfa'nelitiy, 
-day-/ n. oncount] —bi/di-rec/tion-ally, adv. 

bi-eneni-al (bi en’é al) /bay'eniyal/ adj. 1. happening 
once every two years: biennial games. 2. lasting or en- 
during for two years: a biennial life cycle. 3. (of a plant) 
blooming and forming seeds in the second year of life. 
—n. [count] 4. an event occurring once in two years. 5. a 
biennial plant. Also, biyearly (for defs. 1, 2). —bieen/ni- 
alely, adv. See -ENN-. 

biennium (bi en’é əm) /bay'eniyam/ n. [count], pl. 
-en-nieums, -eneniva (-en’é ə) /-'eniyo/. a period of two 
years. See -ENN-. 

bier (bér) /bior/ n. [count] a stand on which a coffin is 
placed before burial: gathered round the bier. 

bi-foecal (bi fö/kəl, bi/f5/-) /bay'fowkal, 'bay,fow-/ adj. 
1. having two points of focus. 2. (of an eyeglass or con- 
tact lens) having two portions, one for near and one for 
far vision: wasn’t ready for bifocal lenses just yet. —n. 
[plural] 3. bifocals, bifocal eyeglasses or contact lenses: 
With my bifocals I can read and see things ata distance. 

bi-fur-cate (v., adj. bi/fer kat’, bi fûr/kāt; adj. also -kit) 
Iv, adj. 'bayfer,keyt, bay'fsrkeyt; adj. also -kit v. 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing, adj. —v. 1. to fork into two branches: 
[no obj]: The road bifurcates up ahead. [~ + obj): If you 
bifurcate your computer program at this point, you'll 
have two Clioices, each of which should lead you to the 
desired result. —adj. 2. divided into two branches. —bi’- 
fur-ca/tion, n. [cout]: a bifurcation in the road. [non- 
count): trying to avoid unnecessary bifurcation in pro- 
gram design. 

big (big) /big/ adj., big-ger, big-gest, adv. —adj. 1. large 
in size, height, width, or amount: a big house. 2. [before 
a noun) of major concern or importance; outstanding; in- 
fluential: a big probleni. 3. grown-up; mature: You are 
big enough to know better, 4. [before a noun) elder: my 
big sister. 5. [before a noun] large-scale and powerful: 
big government. 6. [be + ~] known or used widely; pop- 
ular: Jazz becanie big in the 1920's. 7. generous; mag- 
nanimous: Slie was big enough to forgive him. 8. boast- 
ful; pompous: a big talker. 9. loud: a big voice. —adv. 
10. successfully: The new plans went over big. 
—Idiom. 11. be big on, [~ + obj) Infornial. to have a 
special liking or enthusiasm for: That teacher is big on 
neatness. —big/gish, adj. —big/ness, n. Lioncount]) 
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big-a-mist (big’a mist) “bigamist/ n. [count] a person bilk (bilk) /bilk/ v. [~ + obj + of + obj) to defraud; 


who commits bigamy. See -Gam-. 

big-asmous (biga mas) /'bigamas/ adj. 1. having two 
Spouses at the same time: He was bigamous at the time, 
but no one knew it. 2. involving bigamy: a bigamous 
Marriage. 

big-aemy (big’a mē) bigamiy/ n. [noncount) the act of 
marrying one person while being legally married to an- 
other: Bigamy is acceptable in that culture. See -GAM-. 

big’ bang’ the/ory, n. [noncount] a theory that the 
universe began with an explosion of matter and is still 
expanding from the force of that explosion. 

big’ deal’, n. (count) Informal. 1. something or some- 
one important or impressive: I'm only a few minutes late; 
what's the big deal? —interj. 2. (used to show that one 
considers something to be unimportant or not impres- 
sive): So you're the mayor's cousin — big deal! 

big-gie or big-gy (bige) /'bigiy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. 
Informal. 1. an important or influeniial person: visited 
the biggies in the mayors office. 2. something very 
large, important, or successful: That test was a biggy. 

big-heart-ed (big/här/tid) l'big'hartıd/ adj. generous: 
kind: She was always bighearted. —big/heart/ed-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

bight (bit) /bayt/ n. [count] 1. a loop or slack part in a 
rope. 2. a. a bend or curve in the shore of a sea. b. a 
body of water bounded by such a bend. 

big-mouth (big’moutt’) /'big,maw0/ n. [count] a loud, 
talkative, boastful person. 

big-ot (big’at) /‘bigat/ n. [count] a person affected by 
bigotry: kept talking like a bigot. 

big-ot-ed (big’a tid) /bigatid/ adj. of, relating to, or 
marked by bigotry: The whole town was bigoted. 

big-otery (big/ə tré) /bigatriy/ n. [noncount] 1. extreme 
unwillingness to accept the Possibility that an idea differ- 
ing from one’s own may be correct: We must fight bigotry 
with patience. 2. the actions, prejudices, etc., of a bigot: 
encountered bigotry wherever she went. 

big’ shot’, n. [count] Informal. an important or influen- 
tial person: He was a big shot in the film industry. 

big/-tick’et, adj. [before a noun] costly; expensive: 
big-ticket iterns like refrigerators or Cars. 

big-wig (big/wig’) /‘big,wig/ n. [count] Informal. an im- 
portant person, esp. a high-ranking official: political big- 
wigs. 

bike (bik) /bayk/ n., v., biked, bik-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
bicycle, motorbike, or motorcycle. —yv. [no obj) 2. to ride 
a bike: We biked up and down Holland. 

bikeer (bi/kar) /'baykar/ n. [count] 1. a person who rides 
a bike. 2. fnformal. a member of a motorcycle gang. 

bikini (bi kē/nē) /bi'kiyniy/ n. [count], pl. -nis. 1. a 
very small two-piece bathing suit for women or a one- 
piece bathing suit for men. 2. Often, bikinis. (plural un- 
derpants fitted low on the hip. 

bi-la-bi-al (bi Iā/bē al) /bay'leybiyal/ adj. 1. (of a speech 
sound) produced with the lips close together or touching, 
as the sounds (p), (b), (m), and (w). —n. [count] 2. a bi- 
labial speech sound. 

bi-lat-er-al (bi lat/ar al) /bay'letaral/ adj. of, relating to, 
or involving two sides: signed a bilateral agreement. 
—bi-lat/er-al-ly, adv. See -LAT-?. 

bile (bil) /bayl/ n. [noncount) 1. a bitter yellow or green- 
ish liquid produced by the liver, that aids in digestion of 
fats. 2. bad temper; peevishness. 

bilge (bilj) /bild3/ n. 1. [count] Also, bilges. an area at 
the bottom of a ship where dirty water collects. 2. [non- 
count] Also called bilge water. water collected there. 3. 
[noncount] Slang. foolish or worthless talk: Your excuse 
sounds like a lot of bilge. 

bi-linegual (bi ling’gwal) /bay'lingwal/ adj. 1. able to 
speak two languages, esp. with native ability: bilingual in 
French and Italian. 2. expressed in, involving, or using 
two languages: a bilingual dictionary. —n. [count] 3. a 
bilingual person: A true bilingual would have no trouble 
translating this paragraph. —bi-lin’gual-ly, adv. See Bi-, 
-LING-. 

bi-linegualeism (bi ling’gwa liz’am) /bay'lingwa,lizam/ 
n. [noncount] 1. the ability to speak two languages flu- 
ently: worked hard to achieve bilingualisin. 2. the habit- 
ual use of two languages: a policy encouraging bilingual- 
ism in government. 

bil-ious (bil’yas) /'bilyas/ adj. 1. of or relating to bile. 2. 
sick; ill; upset in the stomach: feeling bilious after drink- 
ing all night. 3. peevish; irritable; cranky: the bilious old 
man next door. —bil/ious-ness, n. [noncount): His bil- 
iousness always depressed his staff. 


cheat: That smooti-talking guy bilked her of her fife 
savings. —bilk/er, n. [count] 

bill! (bil) /bil/ n. {count} 1. a statement of the money 
owed for goods or services: I'd like to discuss the 
amount of this bill for car repairs. 2. a piece of paper 
money worth a specified amount: a ten-dollar bill. 3. a 
Proposal for a new law: a gun-control bill. 4. [usually sin- 
gular) entertainment scheduled for presentation: a twin 
bill for the price of one movie. —v. 5. to send a list of 
charges to: [~ + obj]: We'll bill you later for the amount. 
[~ + obj + obj): billed me one hundred dollars to tow 
the car. 6. [~ + obj) to advertise (something) or other- 
wise make (it) known by public notice: She was billed to 
play the part of Ophelia. 7. {~ + Obj (+ as) + obj] to 
advertise or claim (something) as having (some quali- 
ties): The econornic summit meeting was billed as a his- 
toric moment in time. —Idiom. 8. fill the bill, to fit a 
particular purpose; be suitable: Yes, that costume fills the 
bill; VIl take it. 

bill? (bil) /bil/ n. [count] 1. the parts of a bird's jaws that 
have a horny covering; beak. 2. the visor of a cap. —v. 
[no Obj) 3. to join bills: two birds billing. ——Idiom. 4. 
bill and coo, [no obj) to kiss or hold someone closely 
and whisper in an intimate way. 

bill-a-ble (bilə bal) /‘bilabal/ adj. Chargeable. 

bill-board (bil/bôrd/, -bord/) 'bil,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] a flat surface on which large advertisements or 
notices are posted: Billboards were banned from most of 
that highway. 

-billed, combining form. Use -billed after adjectives to 
mean “having a bill or beak of a (specified kind, shape, 
or color)”: yellow + -billed ~ yellow-billed (= having a 
yellow bill). 

billet (bil’it) /bilit/ n. [count] 1. lodging for a soldier, 
etc., as in a private home: His billet was a drafty old 
home in a valley of the Loire. 2. an official order direct- 
ing the addressee to provide such lodging. —v. 3. [~ + 
obj) to direct (a soldier) to a place to live and stay: The 
general billeted his men in the finest old castles. 4. laer 
obj) to provide a place to stay for; quarter: Many citizens 
were happy to billet the soldiers in their homes. 5. [no 
obj] to be quartered; stay: They billeted in some fancy 
older homes. 

bil-let-doux (bil/a doo’, bil”é-) /‘biley'duw, 'biliy-/ n. 
[count], pl. bil-lets-doux (bil/a ddoz/, -d60’, bil7é-) /'bi- 
ley'duwz, -'duw, 'biliy-/. a love letter. 

bill-fold (bil”F5Id’) /'bıl,fowld/ n. [count] a thin, flat, 
folding case for carrying paper money. 

bil-liard (bil’yard) /‘bilyard/ adj. [before a noun] of, for, 
or used in billiards: a biltiard parlor. 

bil-liards (bil/yardz) /'bilyardz/ n. (noncount; used with a 
singular verb] any of several games played with hard 
balls driven with a long, smooth wooden cue into pockets 
on a cloth-covered table: Billiards was an €asy game for 
him. 

bill-ing (biling) /biliy/ n. 1. [noncount] the listing of the 
name of a performer, act, etc., on a sign outside a thea- 
ter, or on a poster, etc.: She always received top billing. 
2. [noncount] advertising; publicity: Advance billing made 
the show a sellout. 3. (noncount] the preparing or send- 
ing Out of bills or requests for payment: the billing and 
filing operations. 4. [count] the amount of business done 
by a firm within a certain time: billings of $10 million a 
year. 5. [noncount] the cost of goods or services billed 
to a customer within a period. 

billion (bil/yan) /‘bilyan/ n. (county, pl. -lions, [or, after 
a number) -lion, adj. —n. 1. a cardinal number repre- 
sented in the U.S. by 1 followed by 9 zeros, and in Great 
Britain by 1 followed by 12 zeros: the sum of two billion 
dollars 2. any vaguely large number: I've told you a bil- 
lion times. —adj. [before a noun) 3. equal in number to 


a billion: a billion-dollar industry. —biV/lionth, adj, n. 
[count] —Usage. See HUNDRED. 
bil-lion-aire (biyə nar, bil”ya nar’) /,bilya'near, 


‘bilya,near/ n. [count] a person 
other things of value worth a 
francs, pounds, etc. 
bill’ of fare’, n. [count] 1. a list of food available at a 
restaurant. 2. a program of entertainment: What is the 
bill of fare for the evening? 
bill”? of goods’, n. (count: usually singular) 1. a quan- 
tity of items for sale, as an order or shipment. 2. a 
falsely advertised or defective article: sold me a bill of 
goods. 
bill” of sale’, n. (count) a document transferring the 
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right of ownership of personal property from seller to 
buyer. 

billow (bil76) /‘bilow/ n. [count] 1. a great wave of the 
sea. 2. any large mass that sweeps along or rises like 
waves of the sea: billows of smoke. —v. [no obj) 3. to 
rise or roll in billows; surge: The waves billowed in the 
storm. 4. to swell out, puff up, etc.: skirts billowing ont 
as the women danced. 

billy (bil7é) /‘biliy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. a heavy wooden 
stick used by the police: Swinging their billy clubs, the 
police waded into the crowd. Also called billy club’. 

bil/ly goat’, n. [count] a male goat. 

bim-bo (bim/bd) /'bimbow/ n. [count], pl. -bos, -boes. 
Slang. 1. a foolish, stupid, or inept person. 2. a woman 
of loose morals. 

biemonth-ly (bi munth/iē) /bay'manliy/ adj, n., pl. 
-lies, adv. —adj. 1. occurring once every two months: Bi- 
monthly reports are due on the first of Febrnary, April, 
etc., throughout the year. 2. occurring twice a month; 
semimonthly. —. [count] 3. a bimonthly publication. 
—adv. 4. every two months: See your doctor bimonthly. 
5. twice a month; semimonthly. —Usage. See BI-. 

bin (bin) /bin/ n., v., binned, binning. —. [count] 1. a 
box or enclosed place for storing grain, coal, or the like. 
—v. [~ + obj} 2. to store in a bin. 

bienaery (bi/nə rē, -ner &) /'baynariy, -neriy/ adj., n., pl. 
-ries. —adj. 1. consisting of or involving two parts or 
things. 2. of or relating to a system of numbers called 
base 2, in which the only numbers that can be used are 
0 and 1. 3. referring to a chemical compound containing 
only two elements or groups, as sodium chloride. 

bind (bind) /baynd/ v., bound (bound) /bawnd/ bind-ing, 
n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to fasten or tie (something) with a 
string, rope, etc.: She bound her hair with a ribbon. 2. to 
bandage: [~ + obj (+ up)]: to bind one’s wounds (up). 
[~ + (+ up) + obj): to bind (up) his wounds. 3. [~ + 
obj) to cause to cohere: Ice bound the soil. 4. [~ + obj] 
to unite or join by any tie: to be bound by a contract. 5. 
[~ + obj; usually: be + bound + to} to place under ob- 
ligation: She was bound to secrecy by the oath she took. 
6. [~ + obj] to fasten or secure (sheets of paper) within 
a cover: to bind a book in leather. —n. (count; usually 
singular] 7. a difficult situation or predicament: This tight 
schedule has us in a bind. —bind/a-ble, adj. 

bind-er (bin’dar) /‘bayndar/ n. [count] 1. a fastener; a 
person or thing that binds: The book was at the binder's 
when | was looking for it. 2. a hard cover with clasps or 
rings for holding loose papers together: She has a three- 
ring binder for her notes and essays. 

bind-ersy (bində rē, -dré) /‘bayndoriy, -driy/ n. [count], 
pl. -er-ies. a place where books are bound. 

binding (bin/ding) /‘bayndin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
fastening, securing, or the like: the binding of our lives 
together in marriage. 2. [poncount) anything that binds, 
as a Strip of material that protects or decorates the edge 
of a tablecloth, etc. 3. [count] the covering within which 
the pages of a book are bound: This book had a leather 
binding. 4. [count] a fastening to lock a boot onto a ski: 
My bindings came loose and my skis went flying off. 
—adj. 5. likely to bind or restrict the movements (of 
someone): a shirt too binding to wear. 6. having power 
to bind; that must be obeyed; obligatory: a binding con- 
tract that he couldn't get out of. 

binge (binj) /bind3/ n., v, binged, bing-ing. —/. [count] 
1. a time in which one eats or drinks a great deal: on a 
binge for several days. 2. a period of time in which an 
activity is done a great deal or too much: a shopping 
binge before Christmas. —v. [no obj} 3. to go on a 
binge: out binging after exams. 

bin-go (bing’gd) /'bingow/ n. [noncount; sometimes: 
Bingo] 1. a game of chance in which each player has a 
card with rows of numbers, a caller announces numbers 
drawn at random, and a game is won when a player can 
match and cover five numbers in a row: We werit to play 
bingo at the church last Friday night. —interj. 2. (used to 
call a win in bingo): Bingo! | won! 3. (used to indicate 
surprise at something unexpected): We're driving along 
and bingo—the tire explodes! 

bineoc-uelar (ba nok/ya lər, bi-) /ba'nokyolar, bay-/ n. 
1. binoculars [piura an instrument for viewing distant 
objects, consisting of two small telescopes fitted together 
side by side. —adj. 2. involving both eyes: binocular vi- 
sion. —bin-oceu-lareiety (ba nok/ya lari tē, bi-) 
/ba,nokya'laritiy, bay-/ n. Gvoncount) See -ocut-. 
bieno-mieal (bi nd/meé al) /bay'nowmiyal/ n. (count) 1. 
an algebraic expression that is a sum or difference of two 
terms, as 3x + 2y and x? ~ 4x. —adj. [Wsually before a 
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noun] 2. of or relating to a term that has two parts: a bi- 
nomial equation. See -NOM-°. 

biso (bi/d) /'bayow/ n., pl. bisos. 1. [count] biography: a 
bio on the first president of the country. 2. [noncount) 
biology: I had a rough course in bio last term. 

bio-, prefix. bio- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “life.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BIODEGRADABLE, BIOLOGY, BIOSPHERE. 

bieoechemeis-try (bi/O kem/ə stré) / \bayow'kemastriy/ 
n. [noncount} the scientific study of the chemical sub- 
stances and processes of living matter. —bi-o-chem:i+ 
cal (bi/6 kem/i kal) /,bayow'kemikal/ adj. —bi/o-chem/- 
ist, n. [count] 

bi-o-de-grad-asble (bi/6 di grā/də bəl) / bayowdı- 
'greydəbəl/ adj. capable of decaying through the action 
of living organisms: biodegradable paper. —bi-o-de- 
grad-abil-iety (biG di gra’da_ bii te) / ba- 
yowdi,greyda'bilitiy/ n. (noncount): the biodegradability 
of nonplastic containers. See -GRAD-. 

bi-o-eth-ics (bi/G eth’iks) /\bayow'e8iks/ n. [noncount, 
used with a singular verb] a field of study concerned with 
the social and ethical issues of certain special medical 
procedures such as organ transplants: Bioethics asks 
questions about what we should do or not do for termi- 
nally ill patients. 

bi-o-feed-back (bi/d féd/bak’) /,bayow'fiyd,bek/ n. 
[noncount] a method of learning to adjust a particular 
body function, such as temperature or muscle tension, 
by keeping track of it with the aid of an electronic device. 

bi-og-ra-pher (bi og/ra fər, bé-) /bay'ngrafar, biy-/ n. 
[count] a writer of biography. 

bi-o-graphei-cal (bi’a graf7i kel) / baya'grefikal/ also 
bi/o-graph/ic, adj. 1. of or relating to a person's life: 
Please include a few biographical notes in your applica- 
tion. 2. of, relating to, or containing biography: a bio- 
graphical dictionary. —bi/o-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. 

bi-og-ra-phy (bi og/ra fē, bé-) /bay'ngrafiy, biy-/ n., pl. 
-phies. 1. [count] a written account of another person's 
life: Boswell wrote a famous biography of Samuel John- 
son. 2. [moncount] such writings thought of as a group. 
See -GRAPH-. 

bi-o-logeiecal (bi’a loj/i kal) /,baya'lod3ikol/ also bi/o- 
log/ic, adj. 1. of or relating to biology: biological sci- 
ences. 2. [before a noun] using chemical or living organ- 
isms (such as viruses, etc.) to harm an enemy: biological 
weapons, 3. [before a noun] related by blood rather than 
by adoption: biological parents. —bi/o-log/i-cal-ly, adv. 

biolog/ical clock’, n. [count] 1. an inborn mechanism 
of the body that controls its cycles, such as those of 
sleeping and waking. 2. such a mechanism when it is 
seen as marking the passing of one’s youth and esp. of a 
woman’s ability to bear children: wanted to have a baby 
because she heard her biological clock ticking. 
biology (bi ola jé) /bay'nlod3iy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
scientific study of life or living matter in all its forms and 
processes: always had an interest in biology. 2. the 
features, aspects, structure, or behavior characteristic of 
a living thing or group of living things: studying the biol- 
ogy of worms. —bi-ol/o-gist, n. (count) 

bieoneic (bi on/ik) /bay'onik/ adj. 1. having normal bod- 
ily functions strengthened or improved by electronic de- 
vices: a bionic hand. 2. Informal. having superhuman Ca- 
pacity: a bionic salesman. —bi-on/i-cal-ly, adv. 

bi-onsics (bi on/iks) /bay'oniks/ n. [noncount; used with 
a singular verb} the study of the means by which hu- 
mans perform tasks and of the application of the findings 
to the design of electronic devices and mechanical parts: 
using bionics to iniprove robotic equipment. 
bi-osphyseics (bi’d fiz/iks) /,\bayow'fiziks/ n. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb} the branch of biology that ap- 
plies physics to the study of biological structures. —bi/o- 
phys/i-cal, adj. —bi-o-phys-i-cist (bi/0 fiz7a sist) / ba- 
yow ‘fizasist/ n. [count] 

bi-op-sy (bi/op sé) /'bayppsiy/ n., pl. -sies, v., -sied, -sy° 
ing. —n. [count] 1. the removal of a piece of tissue from 
a living body in order to find out if it is diseased: per- 
formed a biopsy on the lump in her breast. 2. a piece of 
tissue obtained in this way: the biopsy from her breast 
had no cancer. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to remove (living tissue) 
for diagnosis: biopsied the tissue from his liver. See 
-OPT-, -OPTI-. 

bisosrhythm (bi/6 rith’am) /'bayow,ridam/ n. [count] an 
inborn cycle in an organism, such as sleep and wake cy- 
cles: biorhythms all confused after our traveling. 

BIOS (bi/ds) /'bayows/ n. [count] the part of a computer 
that directs many basic functions of the system, such as 
booting and keyboard control. 
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bi-o-sphere (bi’a sfér’) baya,sfiar/ n. [count] 1. (usu- 
ally: singular; the + ~) the part of the earth’s crust, wa- 
ters, and atmosphere that supports life: harming the bio- 
Sphere with chemicals. 2. the biological system 
containing the entire earth and its living organisms: 
When there is an imbalance in one part of the biosphere, 
it affects all the other parts as well. See -SPHERE-. 

bi-o-tech-noleo-gy (biō tek nolə jē) /,bayowt- 
ek'noləd3iy/ n. [nonconnt] the use of living organisms in 
the manufacture of drugs for environmental manage- 
ment. —bi-o-tech-niecal (bi/6 tekni kəl) / ba- 
yow'teknikol/ bisortech-no-log.ical (bi/d tek’nl oj/i kal) 
/bayow,teknl'od3ikal/ adj. —bi/o-tech-nol/o-gist, n. 
[count] 

bipartisan (bi pärta zən) /bay'partazon/ adj. repre- 
senting or including members from two factions: biparti- 
San support from both Democrats and Republicans. —bi+ 
Par’ti-san-ism, sn. Lvoncoutit] —bt-par’ti-san-ship’, n. 
(noncount}: We need bipartisanship in the law-making 
Process. See -PAR-. 

bi-par-tite (bi par‘tit) /bay'partayt/ adj. divided into or 
of two parts or involving two parties: a bipartite treaty. 

bi-ped (biped) /'bayped/ n. [count] 1. a two-footed ani- 
mal: Humans atid some monkeys are bipeds. —adj. 2. 
Also, bisped/al. having two feet. See -pep-'. 

bi-plane (bi/plan/’) bay pleyn/ n. (count) an airplane 
with two sets of wings, one above the other: The old bi- 
planes performed for the airshow. 

bi-ra-cial (bi rā/shal) /bay'reyfəl/ adj. consisting of, rep- 
resenting, or combining members of two separate races: 
biracial marriages. —bi'ra/cialbism, n. [noncount] 

birch (birch) /b3rtf/ m. 1. [count] a tree having a 
smooth, peeling outer bark and close-grained wood. 2. 
[noncount] the wood itself. 3. [count] a birch rod used 
esp. for whipping. —adj. 4. of, relating to, or made of 
birch: birch beer. 

bird (bûrd) /bsrd/ n. 1. [count] any warm-blooded, egg- 
laying animal having feathers: watched the birds soaring 
overhead. 2. [count] Slang. a person, esp. one having 
some special or unusual feature: a Strange bird. 3. 
[count] Informal. an aircraft, spacecraft, or guided mis- 
sile: We're tracking the birds on radar at about five miles 
Out and approaching fast. 4. [count] Chiefly Brit. Slang. a 
girl or young woman: a really smashing pair of birds. 
—Idiom. 5. bird in the hand, [count] a thing that is ac- 
tually possessed, as opposed to a thing that one wishes 
one had: A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
Also, bird in hand. 6. birds of a feather, [plural] peo- 
ple with similar attitudes, interests, or experience: Birds 
of a feather flock together (= People with the same 
interests often stay together). 7. eat like a bird, to eat 
just a little. 8. for the birds, [be + ~). Informal. worth- 
less; Silly: / think that plan is for the birds; don't even 
suggest it to the boss. 9. kill two birds with one stone, 
to achieve two purposes with a single effort: She killed 
two birds with one stone by shopping and visiting the 
museum on the same trip. 

bird-brain (bûrd/brān/) bard breyn/ n. [count] Slang. a 
Stupid or scatterbrained person. —bird/brained’, bird/- 
brained’, adj. 

bird-ie (bur/dé) /‘bardiy/ n., v., -ied, -ie-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a small bird: Mommy, look at the birdie! 2. a score of 
one stroke less than par on a golf hole: shot a birdie on 
that par 5. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make a birdie on (a golf 
hole): birdied the last three holes. 

bird’ of par/adise, n., pl. birds of paradise (count) a 
songbird of New Guinea, the males of which have ele- 
gant, brightly colored feathers. 

bird’s’-eye’, adj. (before a noun) seen from far above; 
panoramic: a bird's-eye view of the city from the Empire 
State Building. 

birth (bûrth) /bsr@/ n. 1. (noncount) an act or instance of 
being born: What was the date of your birth? 2. (count) 
the act or process of bringing forth young; childbirth: a 
long and difficult birth. 3. [(noncourit] descent: nationality 
(because one was born in a particular place): Greek by 
birth. 4. (count; usually singular] any coming into exist- 
ence; origin: the birth of an idea. —Idiom. 5. give 
birth to, (~ + obj] a. to bear (a child): She gave birth 
fo a boy. b. to initiate; originate: Einstein gave birth to a 
whole new way of looking at matter aud energy. 

birth’ control’, n. [noncount] methods of restricting 
the number of children born, usually through control or 
prevention of conception; contraception. 

birth-day (birth’da’) /'bsr@,dey/ n. [count] 1. the anni- 
versary of a birth: We had a birthday party for her. 2. the 
day of a person's birth: My birthday is December 28. 3. a 
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day commemorating the founding or beginning of some- 
thing: celebrating the birthday of our church, 

birth’day suit’, n. (count; usually singular; ones + ~ 
Informal. bare skin; nakedness. 

birthing (bûr’thing) l'b3rQig/ n. [count] an act or in- 
stance of giving birth, esp. by natural childbirth. 

birthemark (bûrth/märk/) /bsr0,mark/ n. [count] a mi- 
nor spot on a person's skin at birth. 

birth-place (birth’plas’) /‘b3r0,pleys/ u. [count] place 
of birth or origin: We visited the birthplace of Greta 
Garbo. 

birth-rate (birth’rat’) bar@,reyt/ n. [count] the number 
of births for every 1,000 people in a given place in a 
given time: Birthrates are rising in some poorer conn- 
tries. 

birthright (bûrth/rit) /b3r0,rayt/ n. any right or privi- 
lege which a person should have because of being born: 
[count]: Some see basic necessities, housing, and health 
care as a birthright. (noncount): By birthright you are en- 
titled to respect. 

birth-stone (birth’stdn’) b3r0,stown/ n. [count] a 
gemstone traditionally associated with the month or sign 
of the zodiac of one’s birth: Her birthstone was a garnet. 

biscuit (bis/kit) /‘biskit/ n. [count] 1. a small, soft, 
raised bread, leavened with baking soda: biscuits and 
gravy for dinner. 2. Chiefly Brit. a. a crisp flat bread 
made without leavening; cracker: a plain biscuit to calin 
your stomach. b. a cookie: biscuits and tea. 

bi-sect (bi sekt’, bi’sekt) /bay'sekt, 'baysekt/ v. 1. [~ + 
obj) to cut or divide into two approximately equal parts: 
Use your compass to bisect an angle. 2. [~ + obj} to in- 
tersect or cross: The highway bisects the road at this 
point. 3. [10 obj} to split into two, as a road; fork: The 
road bisects here. —biesec-tion (bi sek/shan) 
/bay'sekfon/ n. (count): a bisection of the two angles. 
(swoncount): learning bisection of angles in geometry. 
—bi-sec/tor, bi’sec-tor, n. [count] See -sect-. 

bi-sex-ural (bi sek/shoo al) /bay'sekfuwal/ adj. 1. of 
both sexes. 2. combining male and female Organs in one 
individual; hermaphroditic. 3. sexually responsive to and 
interested in both males and females. —n. [count] 4. an 
animal or plant that has the reproductive organs of both 
Sexes. 5. a person sexually responsive to both males and 
females. —bi-sex-uralitty (bi sek/shao al/i tē) 
/bay sekfuw'ælitiy/ n. [noncount]: concerned about her 
husband's bisexuality. 

bishop (bish’ap) /'bıfəp/ n. [count] 1. a person who su- 
pervises a diocese and is a member of the highest order 
of the ministry. 2. one of two chess pieces that may be 
moved any distance diagonally. 

bish-opsric (bish’ap rik) bifaprik/ n. [count] the area 
of responsibility of a bishop, or the office of a bishop. 

bisemuth (biz/məth) /'bızməð/ n. [noncount] an easily 
broken, grayish white metallic element used in the man- 
ufacture of alloys and in medicine. 

bison (bi/sən, -zən) /'baysən, -zən/ n. [connut], pl. -son. 
a North American buffalo having a large head and high, 
humped shoulders. 

bisque (bisk) /bisk/ n. [noncount] a thick cream 
esp. of finely chopped and mixed shellfish. 

bis-tro (bis/trō, bē/strō) /'bıstrow, 'biystrow/ n. [count], 
pl. -tros. 1. a small, modest, European-style restaurant 
or café. 2. a small nightclub or bar. 

bit’ (bit) /bit/ n. [count] 1. the mouthpiece of a horse's 
bridle. 2. a small thin shaft that can be used in a drill or 
tool for boring into something by twisting: needed a 
smaller bit for his drill. —Idiom. 3. chafe or champ at 
the bit, to become impatient and restless because of de- 
lay: Champing at the bit to get started on the test. 

bit? (bit) /bit/ n. 1. [count] a small piece of something: 
bits and pieces of wood. 2. (a + ~ + of + noncount 
noun] a small quantity of something: Id like a bit of wine 
to go with this. 3. (a + ~ a short time: Wait a bit. 4. 
(count; singular; the + ~) behavior or actions associated 
with a particular situation, etc.: doing the Houest Abe bit. 
5. [count] Also called bit part. a very small role in a 
play, movie, or show, containing few or no lines. 
—Idiom. 6. a bit, somewhat: a little: a bit late to be up 
watching TV. 7. a bit much, more than can be tolerated: 
When he started making fun of the boss, it became just a 
bit much. 8. bit by bit, by degrees; gradually: “Bit by bit, 
the bird builds its nest” is a French Proverb. 9. do one’s 
bit, to contribute one’s share to an effort: I'd like to do 
my bit for the orphan’s fund. 10. every bit, quite; just: 
every bit as good as you said it would be. 

bit? (bit) /bit/ n. [count] a Single, basic unit of computer 
information, valued at either O or 1. 
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bit? (bit) /bit/ v. pt. and a pp. of BITE. 

bitch (bich) /bitf/ n. [count] 1. a female dog, wolf, or 
fox. 2. Slang. an unpleasant, nasty, spiteful, or selfish 
woman: She's a real bitcli today. 3. Slang. anything very 
difficult or unpleasant: Man, that test was a bitch. —v. 4. 
[10 obj] Slang. to complain; gripe: bitches about how 
everyone lates her. —bitch/ieness, n. Lnoncount): Your 
bitchiness affects everyone here at work. —bitchry, adj., 
-i-er, -ivest: He was really bitchy yesterday after he was 
fired. 

bite (bit) /bayt/ v., bit (bit) /bit/ bit-ten (bit/n) /‘bitn/ or 
bit, biting, n. —v. 1. to cut or tear with the teeth:[~ + 
obj): The cat bit me. [~ + into + obj): The cat bit into 
my arın. 2. to cut (something) off with the teeth; sever: 
[~ + off + obj): bit off a piece of meat. [~ + obj + off}: 
bit a piece off. 3. [~ + obj] to grip with the teeth: Our 
hero bit the rope and hung off the cliff by his teeth. 4. (of 
an insect) to sting: [~ + obj]: bitten by a mosquito. [no 
obj): The flies are biting today. 5. [~ + obj] to cause to 
sting: faces bitten by the icy wind. 6. to take firm hold 
(of): [~ + obj]: studded tires that bite the road. (no obj): 
When you feel the gears beginning to bite, let up on the 
clutch. 7. [no obj] a. (of fish) to take bait (and hence get 
caught): Are the fish biting today? b. to respond to an of- 
fer or suggestion: It was a pretty good offer, but she 
didn't bite. —n. [count] 8. an act of biting. 9. a wound 
made by biting: The doctors treated several dog bites. 
10. a cutting, stinging, or nipping effect: That wine had 
quite a bite to it. 11. a piece bitten off: Chew each bite 
carefully. 12. [usually singular] a small meal: Lets go 
out for a bite. 13. a morsel of food: VII have a little bite 
of your salmon. 14. a portion demanded or taken: a big 
bite of my paycheck. 15. the way the upper and lower 
teeth come together: The orthodontist said | needed 
work to correct my bite. —Idiom. 16. bite off more 
than one can chew, to attempt something that exceeds 
one’s ability: Writing a novel was biting off more than he 
could chew. 17. bite one’s tongue, to suppress one’s 
anger: / thought I might lose my temper so I bit my 
tongue instead. 18. bite someone’s head off, to re- 
spond with anger to someone's question or comment: 
When the students asked for more time to write their 
papers, the teacher nearly bit their heads off. 19. bite 
the bullet. See Butet (def. 6). 20. bite the dust. See 
pust (def. 14). 21. bite the hand that feeds one, to re- 
pay kindness with malice or injury: / had helped him 
throughout his career, but when he got into trouble he 
turned and bit the hand that fed him. 22. put the bite 
on, [~ + obj] Slang. to try to borrow or get money from: 
Let's put the bite on auntie, she’s got plenty of dough. 
biting (bi/ting) /‘baytin/ adj. 1. [before a noun) sharp; 
painful: biting cold. 2. cutting; sarcastic: a biting remark. 
—bit/ine-ly, adv. 

bit’ part’, n. sit? (def. 5). 

bit-ten (bit/n) /‘bitn/ v. a pp. of BITE. 

bit-ter (bit/ar) /‘bitar/ adj. 1. having a harsh taste; not 
sour, sweet, or salty: bitter herbs. 2. (before a noun] 
hard to bear: a bitter sorrow. 3. (before a noun) causing 
pain: a bitter chill. 4, characterized by hostility: bitter en- 
emies. 5. [before a noun] experienced at great cost: a 
bitter lesson. —n. (noncount] 6. Brit. an ale that tastes 
bitter because it is made with hops: two pints of your 
best bitter. —bit/ter-ly, adv.: a bitterly cold niglit. 
—bit/ter-ness, 1. [poncount] 

bit/ter end’, n. (count; usually singular) the conclusion 
of a difficult situation: stayed with him until the bitter 
end. 

bittern (bit/ərn) /‘bitorn/ n. [count] a brown and whitish 
wading bird of the heron family. 

bit-ter-sweet (bit/or swét’) /‘bitar,swiyt/ adj. 1. both 
bitter and sweet to the taste: bittersweet chocolate. 2. 
both pleasant and painful: a bittersweet memory. —n. 
[count] 3. a climbing or trailing plant of the nightshade 
family. 4. a climbing plant having orange capsules. 
—bit/ter-sweet/ly, adv. —bit/ter-sweet/ness, rı. [rion- 
count] 

bit-ty (bitzē) /‘bitiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. 1. tiny; itty-bitty: 
just a bitty little thing. 2. Chiefly Brit. containing or con- 
sisting of small bits. 

bittuemen (bi too%men, -tyd0/-, bi-) /bay'tuwmon, 
-'tyuw-, bi-/ s. [noncount] a black, sticky substance, 
such as asphalt. 

bi-tu-mienize (bi too’mea niz’, -tyoo’-, bi-) /bay'tuwmo- 
nayz, -'tyuw-, bi-/ v. [~ + obj), -nized, -niz-ing. to 
convert into or treat with bitumen: a project of bitiririz- 
ing the roads. 

bituminous (bi tõo/mə nas, -ty6o7-, bi-) /bay'tuwmo- 
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nəs, -'tyuw-, bi-/ adj. 1. resembling or containing bitu- 
men. 2. of or relating to bituminous coal. 

bitu’minous coal’, n. [noncount) a soft coal that can 
be readily burned. 

bivalve (bi/valv’) /‘bay,vzlv/ n. [count] 1. a mollusk, 
such as the oyster, having side shells joined on a hinge. 
—adj. 2. having two shells united by a hinge. 

biveourac (biv’60 ak’, biv’wak) /'bivuw,zk, 'bivwek/ n., 
v., -acked, -ack-ing. —n. [count] 1. a temporary military 
camp. —v. [no obj] 2. to come together in such a place: 
They bivouacked for the evening in that area. 

bi-week-ly (bi wēk/lē) /bay'wiykliy/ adj., n. pl. -lies, 
adv. —adj. 1. occurring once every two weeks: a biweekly 
magazine. 2. occurring twice in one week; semiweekly. 
=n. [count] 3. a magazine, newspaper, etc., issued every 
other week. —adv. 4. every two weeks: The class meets 
biweekly, every other Monday. 5. twice in one week. 
—Usage. See BI-. 

bi-year-ly (bi yer/lé) /bay'yıərliy/ adj. 1. happening 
once every two years; biennial. 2. happening twice in one 
year; biannual. —adv. 3. every two years. 4. twice yearly. 
— Usage. See Bı-. 

bizarre (bi zär/) /bi'zar/ adj. unusual in appearance, 
style, or character: a bizarre coincidence. —bi-zarre/ly, 
adv, —bi-zarre/ness, n. (noncount] 

bks., an abbreviation of: books. 

blab (blab) /blæb/ also blab-ber (blab/er) /‘blebar/ v., 
blabbed also blab-bered, blab-bing also blab-ber-ing. 
to talk (about something) without thought; to reveal by 
talking this way: [~ + obj]: You know he'll just blab all 
the secrets. [no obj): It's time to stop blabbing. 

blab-ber-mouth (blab’er mouth’) /‘blabar,maw0/ n. 
[count] a person who talks too much, esp. one who re- 
veals secrets. 

black (blak) /blæk/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. —adj. 1. lacking 
hue and brightness; absorbing light without reflecting any 
of its rays: black ink. 2. characterized by absence of light; 
enveloped in darkness: a black night. 3. (sometimes: 
Black] a. of, relating to, or belonging to any of the vari- 
ous populations having dark skin coloring, specifically the 
dark-skinned peoples of Africa, Oceania, and Australia. b. 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN (def. 2): black Americans. 4. soiled or 
stained with dirt. 5. gloomy; pessimistic; dismal: a black 
future. 6. (of a play or writing) dealing with grim topics, 
esp. in a morbidly satirical way: black comedy. 7. sullen 
or hostile: a black look. 8. harmful, evil, or wicked: a 
black heart. 9. (of coffee) served without milk or cream: 
black coffee. 10. indicating disgrace or dishonor: a black 
mark. —n. {noncount) 11. the color at one end of the 
gray scale, opposite to white. 12. black clothing, esp. as 
a sign of mourning: She was dressed in black. —v. [~ + 
obj] 13. to make black; put black on; blacken: She 
blacked his eye with that one punch. 14. black out, a. 
[no obj) to temporarily lose consciousness or memory: 
blacked out after they hit me on the head. b. [~ + out 
+ obj] to hide or obscure (a city) by concealing all light 
in defense against air raids: blacked out the city by 
switching off all lights. c. [~ + out + obj] to impose a 
broadcast blackout on (an area): The network blacked 
out the New York City area. —Idiom. 15. in the black, 
operating at a profit: The company was operating in the 
black again. —black/ish, adj. —Usage. BLACK, COLORED, 
and NEGRO have all been used to describe or name dark- 
skinned African peoples or their descendants. COLORED, 
now somewhat old-fashioned, is often considered offen- 
sive. In the late 1950's stack began to replace NEGRO, 
and it is still the most widely used and accepted term. 
Common as both an adjective and a noun, BLACK is usu- 
ally not capitalized except in proper names or titles 
(Black Muslim; Black English). By the close of the 1980's 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN, urged by leaders in the American 
black community, had begun to replace stack in both 
print and speech, esp. when used by American blacks to 
refer to themselves. 

black’-and-blue’, adj. discolored, as by bruising: a 
black-and-blue mark on my knee. 

black/-and-white/’, adj. 1. showing or displaying only 
black and white or gray tones; lacking color: black-and- 
white photos. 2. (of an issue, problem, or situation) hav- 
ing only two possible sides or only two possible values: 
those who think in black-and-white terms. ——Idiom. 3. 
in black and white, written down: Id like to see your 
plans in black and white. 

black-ball (blak/bdl’) /‘blak,bol/ v. [~ + obj] to vote 
against (an applicant, etc.): blackballed him when he ap- 
plied to the country club, —black/baller, n. [count] 

black’ belt’, n. [count] 1. a black cloth waistband 
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awarded to a participant in judo, etc., to indicate the 
highest level: got his black belt afler years of training. 2. 
a person at this level: Three black belts were on his 
bodyguard staff. 

black-ber-ry (blak/ber/é, -bə rē) blak ,beriy, -bariy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. 1. the black or dark purple fruit of cer- 
tain plants of the rose family. 2. a plant bearing black- 
berries. 

black-bird (blak/btird’) blak bard/ n. [count] 1. a bird 
having shiny black or mostly black coloring, as the red- 
winged blackbird. 2. a common European thrush, the 
male of which is black with a yellow bill. 

black-board (blak/bérd’, -bord/) /blek,bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [count] a sheet of smooth material, esp. dark slate, 
used for writing with chalk: The students went up to the 
blackboard and wrote their examination sentences. See 
illustration at scHooL. 

black-en (blak/an) /'blekon/ v. 1. to (cause to) grow or 
become black: [~ + obj): The commandos blackened 
their faces. [no obj]: The Sky blackened. 2. [~ + obj] to 
speak evil of; defame; slander: They blackened their op- 
ponent’s good name. 

Black’ (or black’) Eng/lish, n. [proper noun] a dia- 
lect of American English spoken by some members of 
black communities in North America: His Students 
pointed out that there were many varieties of Black Eng- 
lish even in small areas of New York. 

black’ eye’, n. [count] a blackening of the skin around 
the eye, resulting from a blow, etc.: had a black eye and 
a swollen lip. 

black/-eyed pea’ (blak/id’) blek,ayd/ n. a plant of 
the legume family, extensively cultivated in the southern 
U.S 


black-guard (blag/ärd, -ərd) lblægard, -ərd/ n. [count] 
a scoundrel; a wicked or dishonorable person. 

black-head (blak/hed/) ‘blak, hed/ n. [count] a small, 
black-tipped spot on the skin, esp. on the face. 

black’ hole’, n. [count] a large object in an area of 
space that has gravity so strong that no light or other ra- 
diation can escape from it: Black holes may have been 
formed at the beginning of the universe. 

black-jack (blak/jak’) /'blek,d3ezk/ n. 1. [count] a 
short, leather-covered club, made of a heavy head on a 
flexible handle and used as a weapon. 2. [noncount] a. 
Also called twenty-one. a gambling game of cards, in 
which a player needs to get more points than the dealer 
to win, but not more than 21: They played blackjack at 
the casino. b. an ace together with a ten or a face card 
drawn as the first two cards dealt in a hand of this game: 
got blackjack three times in a row! 

black-list (blak/list’) /‘blak,list/ n. [count] 1. a list of 
persons who are under suspicion, disfavor, or censure: 
on the organization's blacklist for years after his one mis- 
take in the company. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put on a black- 
list: For years he was blacklisted from working in Holly- 
wood. 

black’ magic, n. [noncount] magic used for evil pur- 
poses; sorcery. 

blackmail (blak’mal’) /‘blak,meyl/ n. [noncount] 1. an 
act of frightening someone into making a payment of 
money, as by revealing secrets: accused of blackrnail 
based on the threatening letters he wrote. 2. the pay- 
ment made: The blackmail was $25,000. 3. any similar 
act of threatening someone into doing something unde- 
sirable: The spoiled brat used emotional blackmail on his 
parents. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to force (someone) into paying 
blackmail: For years his partner blackmailed him with 
those pictures he had taken. —black/mail/er, n. [count] 

black/ mark/, n. [count] an indication of failure or a 
record of having done something wrong. 

black’ mar/ket, n. [noncouni] 1. the illegal buying 
and selling of goods or changing of currency: the black 
market for American blue jeans in Russia. 2. a place 
where such activity is carried on: You could get all kinds 
of liquor in the black market. —black’ marketeer’, 
black’ marketer, n. [count]: The black marketeers had 
a thriving business. 

Black’ Mus/lim, 1. [count] a member of the Nation of 
Islam, an African-American sect of the Islamic religion. 

black-ness (blak/nis) /‘blaeknis/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
quality or state of being black. 2. the quality or state of 
being a black person. 

black-out (blak/out’) /‘blek,awt/ n. [count] 1. the turn- 
ing off or covering over of all visible lights, usually as a 
precaution against air raids. 2. a period of failure of all 
electrical power: A blackout is sometimes caused by an 
unusually heavy demand for electricity. 3. a temporary 
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loss of consciousness: After he fell lie suffered a tempo- 
rary blackout. 4. complete stoppage of a television or ra- 
dio broadcast, as by an electrical Storm. 

black’ sheep’, n. [count], pl. black sheep. one who 
causes embarrassment to his or her group or family be- 
cause of bad behavior. 

black-smith (blak/smith’) /blak,smi0/ n. [count] one 
who makes objects from iron, esp. horseshoes. 

black/ tie/, n. 1. [count] a black bow tie, worn with 
semiformal evening dress. 2. [noncount] semiformal 
evening dress for men (distinguished from white tie): 
Most of the male guests were in black tie. —black/-tie/, 
adj.: a black-tie reception. 

black-top (blak/top’) 'blexk,top/ n., v., -topped, -top- 
ping. —n. 1. [noncount] a paving substance, such as as- 
phalt, having bitumen in it: They've been spreading 
blacktop on the potholes. 2. [count] a road covered with 
blacktop: When you turn off the blacktop, you'll be on a 
dirt road. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to pave with blacktop: 
They've just finished blacktopping the driveway. 

black’ wid/ow, n. [count] a poisonous black spider of 
warm regions. 

blad-der (blad/ar) /blædər/ n. [count] 1. a hollow organ 
in the body that is shaped like a bag and may hold gases 
or liquids, esp. urine. 2. something resembling a blad- 
der, such as the inside lining of a football inflated with 
air. 

blade (blad) /bleyd/ n. [count] 1. the flat cutting part of 
an implement, as a knife: The blade on this knife is dull. 
2. sword. 3. a similar part, as of a mechanism, used for 
clearing, etc: windshield wiper blades. 4. the leaf of a 
plant, esp. of a grass: a few blades of grass; The blades 
of this leaf have three sharp points. 5. the metal part of 
an ice skate that comes into contact with the ice: runner: 
the edge of her blade. 6. a thin, flat part of something: 
the blade of an oar. 7. a dashing, swaggering, or jaunty 
young man: a gay blade. 

-bladed, combining form. The combining form -bladed 
is used after words to mean “having a blade or blades”: a 
single-bladed leaf (= a leaf having a single blade). 

blah (bla) /bla/ Slang. —n. 1. [noncount] meaningless, 
unimportant talk; nonsense: He just kept talking and say- 
ing nothing, just blah, blah. 2. the blahs, [plural] a feel- 
ing of fatigue, discomfort, or mild depression: Cloudy 
weather often gives me the blahs. 

blame (blam) /blcym/ v., blamed, blam-ing, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 1. to hold (someone) responsible: Dont blame 
me for the delay. 2. to find fault with; criticize: [used with 
a negative word or phrase, or in questions]: 1 don't 
blame you for leaving. 3.[~ + obj + on + obj) to place 
the responsibility for (a fault, etc.) on: always blames his 
mistakes on me. —n. (noncount] 4. an act of finding 
fault; disapproval; criticism: / received most of the blame 
for the collapse. 5. responsibility for anything deserving 
of criticism: took the blame for our error. —Idiom. 6. 
to blame, responsible; at fault: The explosion was acci- 
dental; no one was to blame. —blame/tess, adj: a 
blameless life. —blame/less-ly, adv. —blame/less- 
ness, n. [noncount) —blam/er, n. [count] 

blame-wor-thy (blam/wiir’ the) /bleym,wardiy/ adj. de- 
serving blame; at fault. —blame/’wor’thi-ness, n. (non- 
count) 

blanch (blanch) /blæntf/ v. 1. [~ + obj} to boil (food) 
briefly, as to prepare for freezing: Blanch the vegetables 
in boiling water for no more than fifteen seconds. 2. to 
make or turn pale, as with sickness or fear: [~ + obj): A 
long illness had blanched her cheeks of their natural 
color. [no obj): He blanched at the news. 

bland (bland) /bland/ adj., -er, -est. 1. pleasantly gentle 
or agreeable: a bland, affable manner. 2. not highly fla- 
vored or spicy; nonirritating: That sauce is too bland. 3. 
lacking in special interest or liveliness; dull: bland eleva- 
tor music. —bland/ly, adv. —bland/ness, n. Unon- 
count): the blandness of English food. 

blan-dishement (blandish meant) /bhendifmont/ n. 
[count] Often, blandishments. (plural) something, as an 
action, that tends to flatter or coax: the offer of a new of- 
fice and other blandishments. 

blank (blangk) /blank/ adj., -er, -est, n, v. —adj. 1. 
having no marks: blank Paper. 2. not filled in: a blank 
check. 3. with no ornaments or openings: a blank wall. 
4. containing no recorded sound or images: a blank vid- 
eolape. 5. expressionless: a blank look on her face. 6. 
confused, puzzled, or without understanding: He looked 
blank when I asked for his ticket. 7. without thoughts or 
ideas: My mind went blank. 8. complete; utter: blank stu- 
pidity. —n. [count] 9. a place where something is lack- 
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ing; an empty space: Her mind is a blank whenever it co- 
mes to that episode. 10. a space in a printed form, etc., 
to be filled in: Fill in the blanks with your answers. 11. a 
printed form containing such spaces: Take the blank to 
that table, fill it in, and bring it back to me. 12. a dash 
put in place of an omitted letter or letters, esp. to avoid 
writing a word considered profane or obscene. 13. a car- 
tridge for a gun that has explosive powder inside but no 
bullet: fred blanks into the air. —v. [~ + obj] 14. to 
keep (an opponent) from scoring in a game: managed to 
blank the Giants for six innings. — Idiom. 15. draw a 
blank, a. to be unsuccessful: The detective drew a blank 
in the investigation. b. to fail to remember: / drew a 
blank when she asked ne for their phone number. 
—blank/ly, adv.: She stared blankly at me when | asked 
her for directions. —blank/ness, n. [noncount] 

blank’ check’, n. 1. [count] a bank check with a sig- 
nature but without the amount written in: She signed a 
blank check and told me to fill in the amount. 2. (count; 
usually: a + ~) permission or authority to do something 
without restrictions: gave him a blank check to reorgan- 
ize the departinent. 

blan-ket (blang/kit) /‘blkegkit/ n. [count] 1. a large rec- 
tangular piece of soft fabric, used as a bed covering: just 
groaned and pulled the blanket over her head. 2. any 
covering or layer that extends over something: a blanket 
of snow. —v. [~ + obj (+ with + obj)) 3. to cover with 
or as if with a blanket: blanketed the neighborhood with 
pictures of our candidate. —adj. [before a noun) 4. cov- 
ering or intended to cover a large class of things: a blan- 
ket proposal covering every aspect of trade negotiations. 

blank’ verse’, n. (noncount] poetry lacking rhyme, 
esp. verses having five stressed syllables: blank verse of 
Shakespeare's plays. 

blare (blar) /bleor/ v., blared, blar-ing, n. —v. 1. to emit 
a loud, unpleasant sound: [no obj]: No one could sleep 
with his radio blaring all night. (~ + obj): Her radio was 
blaring rock music. —n. (count; singular] 2. a loud, un- 
pleasant noise; clamor: the blare of the trombones right 
in front of the microphone. 

blar-ney (blar/né) /'blarniy/ n. (noncount] 1. flattery: 
feeding her blarney to convince her he likes her. 2. mis- 
leading lies or nonsense: a lot of blarney about why he 
was late. 

bla-sé (bla za’, bla’za) /bla'zey, 'blazey/ adj. indifferent 
to or bored with life: a blasé teenager. 

blasspheme_ (blas fēm/, blas/fém) /blæs'fiym, 
'blæsfiym/ v., -phemed, -phem-ing. to speak blas- 
phemy: [no obj): accused him of blaspheming. [7 + 
obj): blaspheming the name of God. —blas-phem-er 
(blas fe/mar, blas/fē-, -fə-) /blæs'fiymər, 'blæsfiy-, -fə-/ 
n. [count] 

blas-phe-mous (blas’fa məs) /'blæsfəməs/ adj. saying 
or committing blasphemy: blasphemous preachings. 
—blas’/phe-mous-ly, adv. —blas/phe-mous-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

blas-phe-my (blas/fe mē) /'blæsfəmiy/ n., pl. -mies. (an 
act of) speaking or acting irreverently or disrespectfully 
concerning God or sacred things: [noncount): shouted 
that what she had just said was blasphemy. [count]: to 
be punished for many blasphemies. 

blast (blast) /blast/ n. [count] 1. a sudden and violent 
gust of wind: a chill blast from the north. 2. the blowing 
of a trumpet, whistle, etc.: several blasts of the trumpet. 
3. a loud, sudden sound or noise: a harsh blast from the 
radio. 4. a forceful throw, hit, etc.: hit a blast down third 
base. 5. the act of exploding; explosion: a nuclear blast. 
6. (usually: a + ~] Slang. something that gives great 
pleasure, esp. a wild party: had a blast at their parties. 7. 
a vigorous outburst of criticism; attack: a blast of nega- 
tive media attention. —v. 8. to produce a loud, blaring 
noise by or as if by blowing: [~ + obj): to blast a horn. 
{no obj): The drivers were blasting on their horns, 9. (~ 
+ obj] to shatter by or as if by an explosion; ruin or de- 
stroy: blasted the enemy cormmmunications center. 10. to 
make, form, or open up by using explosions, etc.: [~ + 
obj): to blast a tunnel. [no obj): They were instructed not 
to blast in that area. 11. (~ + obj] to criticize vigorously; 
denounce: The judge blasted his critics. 12. [~ + obj] to 
hit or propel with great force: blasted that serve right 
past his opponent. 13. blast off, {no obj] (of a rocket) 
to leave a launch pad: The rmssile blasted off. —interj. 
14. (used as a mild curse or swear expression): Blast it, 
why does the phone ring whenever I'm in the shower? 
—Idiom. 15. (at) full blast, at maximum capacity or 
ability: The radio was on at full blast. 
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blast’ fur/nace, n. (count) a large vertical furnace for 
melting iron ore. 

blast-off (blast/6f’, -of’) /‘blest,of, -,of/ n. [count] the 
launching of a rocket, guided missile, or spacecraft. 

bla-tant (blat/nt) /‘bleytnt/ adj. very obvious and notice- 
able in a bad way: a blatant error; a blatant crime. 
—bla/tant-ly, adv. 

blath-er (blath/’ar) /'blæðər/ n. (noncount) 1. foolish, €x- 
cess talk: His boasts were just a lot of blather. —v. [no 
obj] 2. to talk foolishly: an idiot who blathers on. 
—blath/er-er, n. [count] 

blaze! (blāz) /bleyz/ n., v., blazed, blaz-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a bright flame or fire: A small blaze started in the 
kitchen. 2. a very bright glow of color or light: a blaze of 
jewels. 3. {usually singular: a + ~] a sudden, intense 
outburst, as of passion or excitement: a blaze of anger. 
—v. [no obj] 4. to burn brightly: The bonfire blazed for 
hours. 5. to shine brightly, like a flame: The car head- 
lights blazed ahead. 6. to flare suddenly (as with intense 
emotion): Her eyes blazed when she saw us Cheating. 7. 
blaze away, [no obj] to shoot steadily: blazed away with 
their machine guns. 

blaze? (blaz) /bleyz/ n., v., blazed, blaz-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a mark made on a tree, as with paint, to indicate a 
trail or boundary. 2. a white area down the center of the 
face of a horse, cow, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to indicate or 
mark with blazes: to blaze a trail. 4. to lead the way in 
forming or finding: blazed the way for space travel. 

blaz-er (bla/zar) /'bleyzər/ n. [count] 1. something that 
blazes or shines brightly. 2. a sports jacket with metal 
buttons: wearing our gray school blazers. 

blaz-ing (blazing) /‘bleyzin/ adj. of tremendous inten- 
sity, heat, color, or force: blazing temperatures. 

bla-zon (bla’zen) /'bleyzan/ v. [~ + obj] to set forth 
publicly and very obviously; proclaim: The actors name 
was blazoned across the tabloids. 

bldg., an abbreviation of: building. 

bleach (bléch) /bliytf/ v. 1. to make whiter or lighter in 
color, as by a chemical agent: [~ + obj]: Don't bleach 
this red sweater when you do the laundry. (no obj): A few 
old bones had bleached in the sun. —n. {noncount) 2. a 
chemical, usually liquid substance that makes (clothes) 
whiter in color: Add bleach during the wash cycle. 
—bleach/a-ble, adj. 

bleach-er (blé/char) /'bliytfor/ n. [count] 1. Usually, 
bleachers. a section of low-priced seating at a stadium, 
made of boards and not covered by a roof: That ball was 
hit into the bleachers. —adj. (before a noun) 2. of or re- 
lating to this section at a stadium: bleacher seats. 

bleak (blék) /bliyk/ adj., -er, -est. 1. bare, cold, and un- 
inviting: the bleak winter landscape. 2. without hope or 
encouragement; dreary: looking at a bleak future. 
—bleak/ly, adv.: stared bleakly out the window. 
—bleak/ness, n. [noncount]: the bleakness of a long, 
cold winter. 

blearsy (blér’é) /‘blioriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. (of the 
eyes) blurred or dimmed, as from tiredness: His eyes 
were bleary after staying up all night studying. 2. indis- 
tinct; unclear: a bleary view of the morning until after his 
coffee. —blear-iely (blér’a lē) /‘blioraliy/ adv.: looked 
over at me blearily. —blear/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

blear-y-eyed (blér’é id’) /'blior,iy ayd/ also blear- 
eyed (blér/id’) /‘blior,ayd/ adj. having inflamed or teary 
eyes: bleary-eyed from studying. 

bleat (blét) /bliyt/ v. 1. to utter the cry of a sheep or 
goat: [no obj): The sheep were bleating in the field. [~ + 
obj): The goats bleated a warning. 2. to talk in a whin- 
ing, complaining tone: [no obj): always bleating about 
her problems. [~ + (that) clause]: bleated that he had 
always worked hard. —n. [count] 3. the cry of a sheep or 
goat. 4. any similar sound: the bleat of distant horns. 5. 
foolish or complaining talk; babble. —bleat/er, n. 
[count] —bleat/ing-ly, adv. 

bleed (bléd) /bliyd/ v., bled (bled), bleed-ing. 1. to lose 
or discharge blood: [no obj]: alrnost bled to death. [~ + 
obj): He bled at least five pints of blood. 2. [~ + obj] to 
take or draw blood from: /n the old days, people were 
bled to cure them of disease. 3. to drain Or draw sap, 
water, etc., from: [~ (+ off) + obj): We bled (off) the car 
radiator by opetting a valve. [~ + obj (+ off): We bled 
the car radiator (of). 4. [no obj) to run together, as 
colors or dyes: The colors bled when the dress was 
washed in hot water. 5. [~ + obj] to remove trapped air 
from, as by opening a valve: to bleed the brakes. 6. (no 
obj] to feel pity or anguish: My heart bleeds for you. 7. 
[~ + obj] to take too much money from (as if by black- 
mail): Those car repair dealers were bleeding us with 
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their high prices. —Idiom. 8. bleed dry, [~ + obj + 
dry] to use up or take away all money, resources, etc., as 
through excessive demands: bled us dry with all her de- 
mands, 

bleed-er (bl@/dar) /'bliydor/ n. [count] 1. a person 
whose bleeding does not stop normally, such as a hemo- 
philiac. 2. Brit. Slang. chap; fellow. 

bleed-ing (bl€7ding) /‘bliydin/ n. [noncount] 1. the act 
or process of losing blood: Has the bleeding stopped 
frorn his cut yet? 2. the act or process of drawing blood 
from a person, esp. Surgically. —adj., adv. 3. Brit. Slang. 
(used before nouns or adjectives to show an attitude of 
strong emotion or feeling about the noun or adjective) 
great; very; extremely: [before a noun): a bleeding fool 
(= a very great fool). (before an adjective): a bleeding 
silly idea (= a very silly idea). 

bleed/ing heart’, n. [count] a person who makes a 
great show of pity or concern for others: advised not to 
listen to the bleeding hearts. 

bleep (blép) /bliyp/ n. [count] 1. a brief beeping sound 
made by an electronic device: The answering machine 
emitted a bleep. 2. such a sound used to replace objec- 
tionable material, as in a broadcast. 3. (used to replace 
an obscene or objectionable word): “What the bleep do 
you think you're doing?” he shouted. —v. 4. (of an elec- 
tronic device) to give off or emit a series of bleeps as a 
signal (to): [no obj): The answering machine bleeped and 
/ left ny message. [~ + obj): We bleeped the doctor on 
her electronic pager. 5. [~ + obj] to delete or block 
(sound) from a recording or broadcast to prevent an ob- 
jectionable word from being broadcast: They bleeped the 
comedian’s obscene lines. —bleep/er, n. (count) 

bleep-ing (blē/ping) /‘bliyprn/ adj. (before a noun) (used 
to replace an obscene word): Get that bleeping cat out of 
here! 

blem-ish (blem/ish) /‘blemif/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to destroy 
the perfection of; mar; sully: His reputation was blem- 
ished by scandal in his second term. —n. [count] 2. a 
mark that spoils the appearance, such as a pimple or 
scar: a blemish on her nose. 3. a defect or flaw: stain: 
the one blemish on his otherwise perfect academic re- 
cord. 

blench (blench) /blentf/ v. [no obj) to make a sudden 
movement away from something because of fear; shrink: 
flinch; quail. 

blend (blend) /blend/ v. 1. to mix smoothly together: [~ 
+ obj + and + obj): Blend the flour and eggs together. 
[~ + obj + with + obj): Blend the eggs with the flour. 
[no obj): Oil and water do not blend. 2. [~ + obj] to 
Prepare by mixing various types or varieties: } blend this 
tea by mixing charnorile with pekoe. 3. to fit or com- 
bine in a pleasing way: (no obj): Their voices blend beau- 
tifully. (~ + with + obj): The houses were designed to 
blend with the foliage. [~ + in]: She blends right in with 
her new departinent. 4. to have no visible separation 
into parts: [no obj]: The blue sea and the blire Sky 
seemed to blend. [~ + into + obj): The turtle’s shell 
blended into the mud, making it almost invisible. —n. 
[count] 5. a mixture produced by blending: a blend of 
coffee. 6. a word made or formed by putting together 
parts of other words, as motel, made from motor and 
hotel, or guesstimate, from guess and estirnate. 

blend-er (blen/dar) /‘blendor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that blends. 2. an electric machine used to chop, 
liquefy, or mix foods: She dinnped a banana and orange 
Juice into the blender and in a few moments we had a 
delicious drink. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 

bless (bles) /bles/ v. [~ + obj), blessed or blest (blest) 
/blest/ bless-ing. 1. to make (something) holy or sacred 
by a religious rite: The priest blessed the offering. 2. to 
ask for God's divine favor upon or for: Bless this house. 
3.[~ + obj + with + obj] to give some benefit to; en- 
dow: Nature blessed me with strong teeth. 4. to praise as 
holy; glorify: Bless the Lord. 5. Bless you! a. (used to 
convey thanks, affection, or best wishes to someone): 
“Bless you,” she said when | dropped a few coins in her 
basket. b. (used to express polite concern after someone 
has sneezed): “Ahchoo!” she sneezed. “Bless you,” he re- 
sponded. 

bless-ed (bles/id; esp. for 2 blest) /'blesid: esp. for 2 
blest/ adj. 1. sacred; holy; worthy of worship: the 
Blessed Virgin. 2. favored (as by God); fortunate: blessed 
with common sense. 3. wonderful: glorious: the blessed 
assurance of a steady income. 4. (used before a noun to 
show strong emotion): He took every blessed cent we 
had (= We are upset that he took all our money). 
—bless’ed-ly, adv. —bless’ed-ness, n. [roncount) 


bleeder to blindfold 


bless-ing (bles/ing) /‘blesin/ n. (count) 1. the act or 
words of a person who blesses: The priest gave his bless- 
ing to the soldiers. 2. a favor or gift (as bestowed by 
God), thereby bringing happiness: the blessings of lib- 
erty. 3. praise, esp. grace said before or after a meal: 
Who will say a blessing? 4. (usually: the/one's + ~] ap- 
proval or good wishes: The law has the governor's bless- 
ing. —Idiom. 5. a blessing in disguise, something 
that seems bad at first but later turns out well: Being 
turned down for that job was a blessing in disguise, be- 
cause in just a year the company went bankrupt and | 
would have been fired first. 6. count one’s blessings, to 
be thankful for something: You should count your bless- 
ings that you have your health. 

blest (blest) /blest/ v. 1. a pt. and Pp. Of BLESS. —adj. 2. 
BLESSED. 

blew (bloc) /bluw/ v. 1. the pt. of Brow?. 
BLOW’. 

blight (blit) /blayt/ n. 1. [nonconnt] a disease of plants, 
in which there is loss of color and wilting: All my house- 
plants suffered froin blight. 2. the state or result of ruin, 
difficulty, or damage: [nonconnt]: Crime and corruption 
are the beginnings of urban blight. [count]: pollution and 
war as blights on the planet. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to cause 
to wither: The disease blighted all the elms and oaks. 4. 
to destroy; ruin; frustrate: /iness bhghted her hopes. 

bliemey or bliemy (bli7me) /‘blaymiy/ interj. Brit. Infor- 
mal. (used to express surprise or excitement): “Blimey!” 
she exclaiined, “Was all the money taken?” 

blimp (blimp) /blimp/ n. [count] a nonrigid airship or 
dirigible, with a motor enabling forward motion: The 
blimp circled the stadium slowly. 

blind (blind) /blaynd/ adj., -er, -est, v., n., adv. —adj. 1. 
unable to see; lacking sight: blind from birth. 2. exe ae 
+ to) unwilling or unable to take note of or understand: 
blind to the faults of their children. 3. (before a noun) 
not characterized or determined by or based on reason 
or Control: blind, random chance. 4. hidden from view, 
esp. from oncoming motorists: There were numerous ac- 
cidents at that blind corner. 5. performed without neces- 
sary knowledge beforehand: a blind purchase. 6. of or 
relating to a method of designing and conducting experi- 
ments that prevents investigators or the people being 
tested from knowing the theories or conditions being 
tested: blind experiments. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to make 
sightless, as by injuring, dazzling, or bandaging the eyes: 
The sudden bright lights in his eyes blinded him. 8. to 
keep (someone) from reasoning, judging, or deciding in 
one’s normal way: blinded by the promises the salesman 
made. (~ + obj + to + obj): Her charm blinded me to 
her faults. —n. (cont) 9. Also, blinds. a covering for a 
window made of thin, long slats of wood, etc., attached 
to a string so as to enable raising or lowering it, thereby 
adjusting the amount of light coming in; venetian blind. 
10. cloth or other material on a roller pulled down to 
cover a window; window shade. 11. an action or organi- 
zation for concealing a true purpose; deception: just a 
blind to throw us off the track. 12. the blind, (plural; 
used with a plural verb) people lacking the sense of 
sight: built special facilities for the blind. —adv. 13. to 
the point of losing consciousness: to drink oneself blind. 
14. without the ability to see clearly; blindly: to drive 
blind through a storm. 15. without guidance, relevant in- 
formation, etc.: to work blind. 16. to an extreme degree; 
completely: to cheat someone blind. 17. not using eye- 
sight but relying instead only on instruments for naviga- 
tion: They had to fly blind and land in the dnving snow. 
—blind/ly, adv.: walked blindly nght into the trap. 
—blind/ness, n. (noncount] 

blind’ al/ley, n. [count] 1. a roadway open at only one 
end. 2. a situation offering no help, opportunity, or re- 
ward: Searching in our old files is a blind alley. 

blind’ date’, n. [count] 1. a social meeting arranged by 
a third person between two people who have not met be- 
fore: met her on a blind date. 2. either of the two people 
in such an arrangement: / was her blind date for the 
evening. 

blind-er (blin/dar) Iblayndor/ n. [count] 1. one of a pair 
of leather flaps attached to a horse's bridle to prevent it 
from seeing sideways; a blinker. 2. Usually, blinders. 
[plural] something that gets in the way of seeing or un- 
derstanding something: She has blinders on when it co- 
mes to grasping why people get angry at her. 

blind-fold (blind/fdld’) blaynd,fowld/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to prevent (a person's) sight by covering the eyes with a 
cloth: blindfolded the hostage. —n. [coant] 2. a cloth or 
bandage for covering the eyes: The blindfold Slipped a 


2. the pt. of 


blinding to blood 


little. —adj. 3. done with or as if with the eyes covered: a 
blindfold test. 

blind-ing (blind/ing) /'blayndig/ adj. 1. bright enough to 
dazzle: a blinding light. 2. very clear to see: saw at once 
the blinding truth of her accusations. —blind/ing-ly, 
adv.: It was blindingly clear what her true intentions were. 

blind’ spot’, n. [count] 1. a small area of the inside of 
the eye, where it continues to the optic nerve, that is not 
sensitive to light. 2. [usually singular; the/one’s + ~] an 
area behind a driver's field of vision not reflected in the 
rearview mirror: / didn't see the car behind; he was in my 
blind spot. 3. a subject one does not know much about 
or is not appreciative of: a blind spot when it came to 
chemistry. 

blinei (blin/ē, blē/nē) /'bliniy, 'bliyniy/ n. [count], pl. 
blin-i, blinis. a small pancake, usually made with buck- 
wheat flour and often served with caviar and sour cream. 

blink (blingk) /blink/ v. 1. to open and close (the eye): 
[no obj): He blinked when I opened the curtains. [~ + 
Obj]: She blinked her eyes rapidly. 2. to shine (some- 
thing) unsteadily or rapidly on or off: [no obj): The lights 
blinked in the darkness. [~ + obj]: He blinked his lights 
as a warning to other motorists. —n. [count] 3. an act of 
blinking: a quick blink of the eyes. —Idiom. 4. a or the 
blink of the eye, a very short period of time: /n a blink 
of the eye the mouse had disappeared through a hole in 
the wall. 5. on the blink, [be + ~] not working properly; 
in need of repair: Oh no, the computer is on the blink 
again. 

blink-er (bling’kar) /‘blinkar/ n. [count] 1. a device for 
flashing light signals: He put on his blinkers and coasted 
to the side of the road. 2. a flashing light, as for regulat- 
ing traffic. 

blink-ered (bling’kard) /‘'bligkard/ adj. narrow-minded; 
not considering other people’s opinions: They had a 
blinkered view of the world from their small island. 

blintze (blints, blint’sa) /blints, ‘blintsa/ also blintz 
(blints) /blints/ n. [count] a thin pancake folded around a 
filling of cheese or fruit and fried or baked. 

blip (blip) /blip/ n., v., blipped, blip-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a spot of light on a display screen, esp. one on a radar 
screen indicating the position of an aircraft: The radar 
operators lost the blip they were tracking. 2. a brief in- 
terruption in a sound recording or video film: kept hear- 
ing little blips as our voices and pictures were distorted. 
bliss (blis) /blis/ n. [noncount] great or perfect happi- 
ness: a feeling of bliss whenever he was with her. 

bliss-ful (blis/fal) /‘blisfal/ adj. full of, enjoying, or pro- 
ducing bliss: / fell into a blissful sleep. —bliss/ful-ly, 
adv.: The young child was blissfully unaware of the dan- 
ger. —bliss/ful-ness, n. {noncount) 

blis-ter (blis’tor) /'blistor/ n. [count] 1. a thin swelling 
on the skin containing watery matter, as from a burn or 
friction: had a blister on my heel. 2. any similar swelling, 
as an air bubble in a coat of paint: This brush will pre- 
vent paint blisters from forming. —v. 3. to (cause to) be- 
come swollen; to (cause to) get a blister on: [~ + obj]: 
The shoes blistered my toes. (no obj): The paint blistered 
in the sun. 4. [~ + obj] to subject to intense heat: The 
tropical heat blistered the coast. 5. [~ + obj] to criticize 
or rebuke severely: He blistered his aides. 

blis-ter-ing (blis’tor ing) /‘blistarin/ adj. 1. causing blis- 
ters. 2. (of sunlight, heat, etc.) very severe or intense: the 
blistering heat of the tropical island. 3. very fast or rapid: 
The runner kept up a blistering pace. 4. reflecting great 
anger or hostility: The candidate released a blistering at- 
tack. —blis/ter-ing-ly, adv.: a blisteringly fast pace. 
blithe (blith, blith) /blayd, blay0/ adj. blith-er, blith-est. 
1. carefree; heedless: a blithe disregard for her feelings. 
2. lighthearted in disposition; cheerful. —blithe/ly, adv.: 
| blithely assumed everything was fine. 

blith-er-ing (blith’ar ing) /‘blidor i/ adj. [before a 
noun) full of foolish talk; stupid: a blithering idiot. 

blitz (blits) /blits/ n. [count] 1. a sudden, swift, and 
overwhelming military attack. 2. any swift, vigorous at- 
tack or defeat. —v. [~ + Obj] 3. to attack, defeat, or de- 
stroy with or as if with a blitz: blitzed all our proposals. 
blitz-krieg (blits/krēg/) /‘blits,kriyg/ n. Butz (def. 1). 
blizezard (bliz’ard) /‘blizard/ n. [connut] 1. a storm with 
dry, driving snow, strong winds, and intense cold. 2. an 
extremely large amount of something all at one time; av- 
alanche: received a blizzard of hate snail. 

bik., an abbreviation of: 1. black. 2. block. 

bloat-ed (bl0/tid) /‘blowtid/ adj. 1. puffed up; swollen: a 
bloated corpse. 2. too full, as from eating too much: 
bloated alter that dinner. 

blob (blob) /blob/ n. [comut} 1. a lump of a thick, liquid 
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substance: a blob of glue. 2. an object having no distinct 
shape or definition: Can you see that blob in the snow? 

bloc (blok) /blok/ n. [count] 1. a group of people, etc., 
united for a particular purpose: the farm bloc composed 
of members of Congress from the Plains states. 2. a 
group of nations that share common interests and usu- 
ally act together. 

block (blok) /blok/ n. [count] 1. a large, solid piece of 
wood, stone, etc.: A concrete cinder block supported the 
car. 2. one of a set of cube-shaped pieces used as a 
child’s toy: playing happily with their blocks. 3. a piece of 
wood or metal with designs that have been engraved on 
it, used for printing. 4. anything that stops or prevents 
movement: The sink has a block in it. 5. a stoppage in 
thinking, speech, or writing: writer's block. 6. Sports. a 
hindering of an opponent or an opponent's play: his 
block on the tackler allowed me to score. 7. an amount, 
quantity, or portion taken as a unit: a block of theater 
tickets. 8. a small section of a city, town, etc., Sur- 
rounded by streets: They lived on my block when I was 
growing up. 9. Slang. a person’s head: threatened to 
knock his block off. —v. 10. [~ + obj] to get in the way 
of: hinder: to block one’s exit. 11. block up, to (Cause 
to) have a block in: [no obj]: The toilet blocked nup all the 
time. [~ + up + obj): Try to block up those holes in the 
wall. {~ + obj + up): to block them up. 12. [~ + obj) 
mount on a block: They blocked the car on the ramp. 
13. [~ + obj] to shape or prepare on or as if on a block: 
to block a sweater. 14. [~ + obj] (in word processing or 
computer use) to mark off (text or data) for moving, 
printing, etc.: Hit the F12 key and block the text you want 
to delete. 15. Sports. to get in the way of or obstruct (an 
opposing player) by physical contact: [~ + obj]: Bart 
blocked Dexter, allowing Gerry to run for the touchdown. 
[no obj): Harry didn’t block well on that last play. 16. [no 
obj] to suffer a stoppage in thinking, speaking, or writing: 
| just seemed to block when it came to taking a test. 17. 
block in or out, to outline roughly without details: [~ + 
in/out + obj): blocked out our ideas for the room ar- 
rangement. [~ + obj + in/out]: to block them out. 
—ZIdiom. 18. on the block, for sale at an auction. 

block-ade (blo kAd/) /bln'keyd/ n., v., -ad-ed, -ad-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. the closing off of a port, city, etc., by an 
enemy to prevent anyone from coming in or going out. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to close off (a port, etc.): They block- 
aded the port for weeks. —block-ad/er, n. [count 

block-age (blok/ij) /‘blnkid3/ n. 1. [moncount] an act of 
blocking, or the state of being blocked: Hair in the 
shower drain results in blockage of the pipes. 2. [count] 
something that blocks or prevents things from going 
through: a blockage in the pipes. 

block’ and tack/le, n. (count) the ropes or chains 
passed around blocks containing pulleys that are used to 
hoist heavy things. 

block-bust-er (blok/bus/’tar) /‘blok,bastar/ n. [count] a 
very popular, profitable motion picture, etc. 

block-head (blok’hed/) /'blok,hed/ n. [count] a stupid 
person; dunce. —block/head/ed, adj. 

block-house (blok’hous’) /‘blok,haws/ n. [count] 1. a 
building or small fort of wood. 2. a concrete structure to 
protect people who control rocket launchings. 

bloke (blOk) /blowk/ n. [count] Chiefly Brit. man; fellow; 


guy. 
blond (blond) /blond/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. (of a 
person) having light-colored hair: a blond young man. 2. 
light colored: blond wood. —n. [count] 3. a blond per- 
son: A blond met us at the door. —blond/ish, adj. 
—biliond/ness, n. {noncount]) —Usage. See BLONDE. 
blonde (blond) /blond/ adj. 1. (of a woman or girl) hav- 
ing light-colored hair. —n. [count] 2. a woman or girl 
having this coloration. —blonde/ness, n. Lnoncount] 
—Usage. BLonoe is still widely used for the noun specify- 
ing a woman or girl with fair hair. Some people think this 
is insulting to women (or sexist), preferring BLOND for all 
persons. BLOND is the usual spelling for the adjective re- 
ferring to either sex (an energetic blond girl; two blond 
sons) or describing hair, complexion, etc. BLONDE is still 
occasionally applied to a female (the blonde model and 
her escort) and in British English is the preferred spelling 
for all senses of the adjective. 
blood (blud) /blad/ n. 1. [noncount) the red fluid that 
flows through the heart throughout the body. 2. [non- 
count) a similar fluid in other animals. 3. [noncount] 
something regarded as a source of energy or new life: 
The company needs new blood. 4. [noncouusit] blood- 
shed; slaughter: the blood of the battlefield. 5. [non- 
count] temperament; passion; emotion: a person of hot 
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blood. 6. [noncount] relationship by family: They are re- 
lated by blood. —Idiom. 7. bad blood, deep, long- 
lasting hatred: bad blood between the two fantilies for 
decades. 8. get or have one’s blood up, to become or 
be enraged, emotional, etc.: lryustice of any sort always 
gets niy blood up. 9. in cold blood, with complete lack 
of feeling or mercy: shot the two young children in cold 
blood. 10. make one’s blood boil, to cause feelings of 
resentment, anger, or indignation: Such carelessness 
makes my blood boil. 11. make one’s blood run cold, 
to fill with great fear or terror: The dark, deserted street 
made her blood run cold. 

blood’ bank’, n. [count] a place where blood or blood 
plasma is collected and distributed. 

blood-bath (blud/bath’) l'blad,bæð/ r. [count] a cruel 
slaughter; massacre: A bloodbath followed the overthrow 
of that dictator. 

blood’ count’, n. [count] the count of the number of 
red and white blood cells and platelets in a certain 
amount of blood: A High blood count may indicate leuke- 
mia. 

blood-cur-dling (blud’kurd/ling, -kdr/dl ing) /'blad- 
iKardlin, -,k3srdlin/ adj. [usually before a noun) causing 
fear or terror: a blood curdling scream. 

-blood-ed (blud/id) /‘bladid/ combining form. The com- 
bining form -blooded is used after words to make adjec- 
tives that mean “having the blood of a (specified) kind”: 
warm-blooded animals (= animals that have warm 
blood, blood that does not change temperature). 

blood’ group’, n. [count] any of the classes or types 
into which human blood can be divided. Also called 
blood type. 

bloodhound (blud/hound’) blad,hawnd/ n. [count] 
One Of a breed of hound, often used in tracking people. 

blood-less (blud/lis) /‘bladlis/ adj. 1. without blood: a 
bloodless procedure in the doctor's office. 2. very pale: a 
bloodless face. 3. accomplished without violence or kill- 
ing: a bloodless coup. 4. without Spirit or vigor: a cold, 
bloodless sinile on his face. 

blood-let-ting (blud/let/ing) "bladletin/ n. (noncount) 
1. the act of letting blood out by cutting Open a vein: 
Bloodletting was once performed by barbers. 2. BLooo- 
SHED. 

blood-mo-bile (blud’me bél’) bladma,biyl/ n. [count] 
a truck with equipment for receiving blood donations. 

blood’ money, n. (noncount) 1. a fee paid to a hired 
murderer. 2. payment made to the next of kin of a mur- 
dered person, paid by the murderer or his relatives. 3. 
money obtained through the suffering of others. 

blood’ poi/soning, n. (noncount) a condition caused 
by the invasion of the blood by posion or germs, in which 
the victim has chills and fever. 

blood’ pres/’sure, 1. a measure of the pressure of the 
blood pushing against the inner walls of the blood ves- 
sels as the heart beats: [noncount): Eating Salty foods 
raises one’s blood pressure. (count; usually singular): a 
blood pressure of 120 over 80. 

blood-shed (blud/shed’) /'blad,fed/ n. [noncount] kill- 
ing, as in war or murder; slaughter: The bloodshed dur- 
ing the Civil War was the worst this country has ever 
known. 

blood-shot (blud/shot/) /‘blad,fot/ adj. (of the white part 
of the eyes) red because of widened blood vessels. 

blood-stained (blud/stand’) /'blad,steynd/ adj. 1. 
stained with blood. 2. guilty of murder or bloodshed: a 
warlike people known for their bloodstained history. 

blood-stream (blud/strém/) Mblad striym/ n. (count; 
singular; the + ~] the blood flowing through the body's 
system of veins and arteries: a drug coursing through the 
bloodstrear. 

blood-suck-er (blud/suk/ar) /'blad,sakar/ m. [count] 1. 
any animal that sucks blood, esp. a leech. 2. a person 
who takes as much from others as possible. —blood/- 
suck/ing, adj. (usually before a noun): that bloodsucking 
young nephew of muine. 

blood-thirst-y (blud/thir/sté) /‘blad,Osrstiy/ adj. eager 
to shed blood: a bloodthirsty criminal. —blood/thirst/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

blood’ type’, n. [count] stoop Group: There are four 
blood types: A, B, AB, ard O. 

blood’ ves/sel, n. [count] any tube of the body 
through which the blood flows. ; 

bloody (blud/é) /'bladiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est, v., -ied, -y- 
ing, adv. —adj. 1. stained or covered with or containing 
blood: a bloody shirt. 2. bleeding: a bloody nose. 3. 
characterized by or inclined to bloodshed: bloody battles. 
4. Chiefly Brit. Slang. (used before a noun or other word 


blood bank to blow 


to convey intensity or strong feeling) [before a noun): 
That was a bloody shame (= a very great shane). [be- 
fore an adjective): It was a bloody great corumotion (= a 
very nasty disturbance). That was bloody awful (= very 
awful), —v. [~ + obj) 5. to stain or smear with blood: 
hands bloodied from the stabbing. 6. to cause to bleed: 
His nose lad been bloodied by the bully. —blood/i- 
ness, n. [noncourtt): The violence and bloodiness in that 
movie made hint sick. 

bloom (bloom) /bluwm/ n. 1. [count] the flower of a 
plant. 2. [norcournt] the state of flowering: lilacs in 
bloom. 3. (noncount] the time of greatest beauty, life, 
strength, or freshness: the bloom of youth. 4. [count] a 
glow that signals or indicates such a state: a bloom of 
health on her face. —v. (no obj) 5. to produce or yield 
flowers or blossoms: The roses bloom every few days. 6. 
to grow well or thrive; flourish; blossom: His talent for 
languages bloomed. [~ + into + obj): bloomed into a 
promising trombone player in high school. 7. to be in or 
achieve a state of beauty and vigor: began to bloom with 
good health. 

bloomer (bld0/mar) /'bluwmər/ n. [count] 1. a plant 
that blooms: a night bloomer. 2. a person who develops 
Skills to the fullest capacity: She was a late bloorner. 

bloo-mers (bld0’marz) /‘bluwmorz/_n. [plura 1. loose 
trousers gathered at the knee, formerly worn by women 
for gymnastics or sports. 2. women’s underpants of simi- 
lar, but less bulky, design. 

bloomeing (bld0/ming) /'bluwmin/ adj. 1. in bloom; 
flowering; blossoming: blooming flowers. 2. glowing, as 
with youthful vigor and freshness: blooming with good 
health. 3. [before a noun) Chiefly Brit. (used to intensify 
or convey emotion about the next word): a blooming id- 
iot. 

bloop (bldoop) /bluwp/ v. [~ + obj) 1. Baseball. to hit (a 
pitched ball) as a blooper: blooped a single to left. —n. 
[count] 2. BLOOPER (def. 2). 

bloop-er (bld50’par) /'bluwpər/ n. [count] 1. an embar- 
rassing mistake, such as misspoken words on a broad- 
Cast. 2. Baseball. a fly ball that carries just beyond the 
infield. 

blos-som (blos’am) /'blosəm/ n. 1. the flower of a plant: 
[count]: apple blossoms. [noncount]: The tree was cov- 
ered in blossom. 2. (noncount] the state of flowering: 
The cherry trees are in blossom. ~v. [no obj] 3. (of a 
tree or bush) to produce or yield blossoms: The tree 
blossomed quickly. 4. (of a flower) to open up; bloom: 
The roses blossomed last week. 5. to develop success- 
fully; grow; flourish: His talent blossomted at the univer- 
sity. [~ + into + obj]: blossomed into a beautiful young 
woman. 

blot (blot) /blnt/ n., v., blot-ted, blotting. —r. [count] 
l. a spot or stain: blots of ink. 2. a blemish on a per- 
son's reputation: She'll try to erase this blot on her past. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to make a blot: blotted the paper with a 
spot of ink. 4. to spot, stain, or soil; ruin: blotted her 
reputation for fairness. 5. blot out, [~ + out + obj) a. 
to hide; prevent (something) from being seen: Clouds 
blotted out the sun. b. to destroy completely; obliterate; 
wipe out: tried to blot out any memory of that horrible 
night. 

blotch (bloch) /blotf/ n. [count] 1. a large, irregular spot 
or blot: blotches on her neck. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to mark 
with blotches: the clothes blotched with dark red stains. 
—blotch-i-ly (bloch’a lē) /'blotfaliy/ adv. —blotchry, 
adj., -iver, -i-est: blotchy marks on her forehead. 

blot-ter (blot/ar) /'blptor/ ri. [count] 1. a piece of special 
paper that absorbs ink. 2. a book in which events are re- 
corded as they occur: a police blotter. 

blot/ting pa’per, n. [noncount] soft, absorbent Paper, 
used esp. to dry the ink on a piece of writing. 

blot-to (blot/5) /'blntow/ adj. [be + ~ Slang. very 
drunk: He was blotto after that all-night party. 

blouse (blous, blouz) /blaws, blawz/ r. [count] a gar- 
ment, usually for women and children, covering the body 
from the neck or shoulders to the waistline. See illustra- 
tion at CLOTHING. 

blow’ (blō) /blow/ n. [count] 1. a sudden, hard stroke 
with a hand, fist, or weapon: a quick blow to the back of 
the neck. 2. a sudden shock or terrible event: Her being 
fired was a terrible blow. 3. a sudden attack or drastic 
action: The army struck a blow to the soutlt. —Idiom. 
4. at one blow, with a single act: became wealthy and 
famous at one blow. Also, at a blow. 5. come to blows, 
to begin to fight, esp. physically: came to blows at the 
meeting. 6. strike a blow for, [~ + obj) to further or 
advance the cause of: to strike a blow for Civil rights. 
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blow? (blo) /blow/ v., blew (bloo) /bluw/ blown, blow- 
ing, n. —v. 1. (of the wind or air) a. [no obj] to be in 
motion: The wind blew all night. b. [~ + obj] to move 
something along with a current of air: The wind blew 
dust int my eyes. c. to (cause to) fall or collapse by a cur- 
rent of air: [~ + down/over + obj]: A windstorm blew 
down the tent. [~ + obj + dowrvover): A windstorm 
blew the tent over. 2. [no obj] to move along, carried by 
or as if by the wind: The dust blew into my eyes. 3. [~ + 
obj] to shape (glass, smoke, etc.) with a current of air: 
blew a smoke ring. 4. to produce or give off a current of 
air, as with the mouth or a bellows: [no obj]: blew into 
the microphone. [~ + obj]: He blew smoke into my 
eyes. 5. (of a horn, etc.) to (cause to) give out sound: [no 
obj]: As the trumpets were blowing the queen ap- 
proached. [~ + obj]: drivers blowing their horns. 6. to 
(cause to) make a blowing sound: [no obj]: The sirens 
blew at noon. [~ + obj]: The town blows its whistle at 
noon. 7. a. (of a fuse, etc.) to (cause to) stop function- 
ing, as by bursting or melting [no obj; (~ + out)): The 
fase blew. The tire blew (out). b. [~ (+ out) + obj]: The 
surge of electricity blew the fuse. That nail blew (out) the 
tire. 8. Slang. to leave (from); depart (from): [no obj]: 
Here come the cops! Let's blow! [~ + obj]: Let's blow 
this town! 9. to (cause to) explode: [~ + obj]: A mine 
blew the ship to bits. [no obj]. When that bomb blows, 
itl take everyone with it! 10. Informal. [~ + obj] to 
waste (money); squander: / blew $100 on dinner. 11. [~ 
+ obj] Informal. a. to mishandle, ruin, or bungle: / was 
your last chance and you blew itl; blew his lines in the 
play. b. to waste or lose: The team blew a large lead in 
the third quarter. 12. blow away, a. to kill, esp. by gun- 
fire: [~ + obj + away]: blew the bad guys away. [~ + 
away + obj]: blew away all the bad guys. b. to defeat de- 
cisively; trounce: [~ + away + obj]: The Chargers blew 
away the Jets by a score of 60 to 0. [~ + obj + away]: 
The Chargers blew the Jets away. c. [~ + obj + away] 
to overwhelm with emotion, etc.: / was blown away when 
they told me he was killed. 13. blow out, a. to (cause 
to) go out; (cause to) become extinguished: [~ + out + 
obj]: She blew out all the candles. [~ + obj + out): She 
blew them out. [no obj]: The fire finally blew out. belie 
+ oneselfitself + out) to (cause to) lose force; to cease: 
The storm has blown itself out. 14. blow over, [no obj] 
a. to pass away; subside: The storm blew over in 
minutes. b. to be forgotten: The scandal will blow over 
eventually. 15. blow up, a. to (cause to) explode: [no 
obj): The bridge blew up in a roar of flames and light. [~ 
+ up + obj]: The bombs blew up the embassy. [~ + 
obj + up): They blew the depot up. b. [~ + obj + up) 
to exaggerate; enlarge: You're blowing this whole thing 
up out of proportion. c. [no obj] to lose One’s temper: 
blew up at her secretary but apologized after lunch. d. to 
fill with air or gas; inflate: [~ + up + obj]: to blow up a 
balloon. {~ + obj + up): to blow it up. —n. [count] 16. 
a blast of air or wind. —Idiom. 17. blow off steam, to 
release tension, as by activity, etc.: blowing off steam be- 
fore the big match tomorrow. 18. blow one’s cool, to 
lose one’s composure; to become nervous, etc.: When 
it’s your turn to speak, don't blow your cool. 19. blow 
one’s mind, to overwhelm (someone), as with excite- 
ment, pleasure, or dismay: The thought of becoming a 
multimillionaire blows my mind. 20. blow one’s stack 
or top, to become very angry: When she came homie late 
her father blew his stack. 21. blow the lid off, [~ + 
obj] to expose (scandal or illegal actions) to public view: 
This story will blow the lid off the conspiracy. 
blow’-by’-blow/’, adj. [before a nour) describing every 
detail and step: a blow-by-blow account of a tennis 
match. 

blow/’-dry’, v., -dried, -dry-ing, 1., pl. -drys. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to dry or style (hair) with a blow-dryer: Her hair 
was perfectly blow-dried. —n. [count] 2. an act or in- 
stance of blow-drying. 

blow/’-dry/’er, n. [count] a small, usually hand-held 
electrical appliance that sends out a flow of heated air, 
used to dry and often style the hair. 

blow-er (bl0%ar) /'blowər/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that blows. 2. a machine for pushing or sending air 
through something. 3. Chielly Brit. Slang. a telephone. 
blow/-hard/’, n. [connt] a boastful and talkative person: 
Was that blow-hard still talking about himself? 

blown (bl6n) /blown/ v. 1. pp. of stow’. —adj. 2. formed 
by blowing: blown glass. 

blow-out (bl6/out’) /‘blow,awt/ s. [court] 1. a sudden 
bursting of an automobile tire: A sudden blowout left us 
stranded on the highway. 2. a big, expensive party: a big 
blowout for her graduation. 
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blow-torch (bl0/térch’) /‘blow,tortf/ n. [count] 1. a 
small device that shoots out an extremely hot flame, 
used esp. in metalworking. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to burn with 
or as if with a blowtorch. 

blow-up (bld/up’) /‘blow,ap/ n. [count] 1. an explosion: 
The blowups occurred one after the other. 2. a violent 
argument or outburst of temper: a big blowup over their 
daughter's husband. 3. Also, blow/-up’. an enlargement 
of a photograph: /ooked at the blowup of the original and 
saw that his hand had a small scar. 

blowsy (blō/ē) /'blowiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. windy: a 
chill, blowy day. 2. easily blown about: thin, blowy hair. 

blowz-y or blows-y (blou/zé) /‘blawziy/ adj., -iver, -i 
est. 1. having a rough, red complexion. 2. poorly 
dressed; dirty in appearance. —blowz:-i-ly (blou/zə le) 
Iblawzaliy/ adv. 

BLT, n., (count) pi. BLTs, BLT’s. a bacon, lettuce, and 
tomato sandwich. 

blub-ber (blub/ar) /‘blabar/ n. [noncount) 1. the layer of 
fat below the skin of a whale. 2. excess body fat: With all 
that blubber, you should go on a diet. —v. 3. to weep or 
cry noisily and without restraint: [no obj): blubbering 
about how | never cared about her. (~ + that clause): 
blubbering that I never cared about her. 

blub-ber-y (blub/a rē) /‘blaboriy/ adj. 1. having a lot of 
blubber; fat: a blubbery fellow in sweatpants. 2. puffy; 
swollen: blubbery lips. 

bludg-eon (bluj’an) /'blad3ən/ n. [count] 1. a short, 
heavy club with one end thicker and heavier than the 
other. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to strike or knock down with a 
bludgeon: blirdgeoned the victim to death. 3. to force 
(someone) into doing something by threats: bludgeoned 
me into testifying against my best friend. —bludg’- 
eon-er, n. [count] 

blue (blőo), n., adj., blu-er, blu-est, v., blued, blu-ing or 
blue-ing. —v. 1. [noncount) the pure color of a Clear 
sky; the primary color between green and violet. 2. 
[count] something having a blue color. 3. the blue, 
[noncount] a. the sky: The plane shot off into the blue. 
b. the sea: The boat sank into the deep blue. —adj. 4. of 
the color blue: a beautiful bine sky. 5. sad or depressed 
in spirits: /77 feeling a little blue today, thinking about 
old friends. 6. (before a noun) holding or offering little 
hope; dismal; bleak: a blue outlook. 7. [usually before a 
nomi) deriving from strict moral or religious Observance; 
puritanical: Blue laws kept stores closed on Sundays. 8. 
indecent; off-color; obscene: a blue movie. —v. [~ + 
obj] 9. to make (something) blue; dye (something) a blue 
color. —Idiom. 10. blue in the face, at an extreme 
point of frustration, irritation, etc.: fo argue till one is 
blue in the face. 11. out of the blue, suddenly and un- 
expectedly: Ont of the blue, she inherited a fortune. 
—blue/ness, n. (noncount) See BLUES. 

bluebell (bld0’bel’) /‘bluw,bel/ n. [count] a plant having 
blue, bell-shaped flowers. 

blue-ber-ry (bldd/ber’é, -bə rē) /‘bluw,beriy, -bariy/ n. 
[connt], pl. -ries. 1. a bluish berry that can be eaten, 
growing on shrubs of the heath family. 2. any of these 
shrubs. 

bluesbird (bloo/bird’) /‘bluw,b3rd/ n. [count] a North 
American songbird of the thrush family, the male of 
which is mostly or entirely blue. 

blue blood (bld0’ blud’ for 1; bldo’% blud? for 2) /'bluw, 
blad for 1; 'bluw! blad for 2/ n. 1. (count) an aristocrat 
or member of a socially important family: a resort for all 
the blue bloods. 2. (noncount) aristocratic background: 
the blue blood of royalty. —blue’-blood/ed, adj.: an im- 
portant biue-blooded family. 

blue’ chip’, n. [connut] a common stock issued by a 
company with a reputation for secure financial strength: 
Blire chips are low-risk investments. —blue/-chip’, adj. 

blue’-col/lar, adj. (often: before a nonu) of or relating 
to factory workers, manual laborers, etc., who usually do 
physical work, wear work clothes, and earn weekly 
wages: employed in a blue-collar job. Compare WHITE- 
COLLAR. 

blue-fish (bloo/fish’) /‘bluw,fif/ n. (count), pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-fishees. 1. a blue fish that travels in schools and can be 
eaten. 2. any of various other fishes, usually of a bluish 
color. 

blue-grass (blo0’gras’) /'bluw,græs/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
grass having dense clumps of bluish green blades. 2. a 
kind of country music played on the banjo, fiddle, guitar, 
and bass. 

blue-jack-et (bloo/jak/it) /'bluw,dzækıt/ n. [count] a 
sailor, esp. in the U.S. or British navy. 
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blue’ jay’, n. (count) a bird of E North America, having 
a crested head, a bright blue back, and a gray breast. 

blue’ jeans’, n. [plural close-fitting trousers made of 
blue denim: Blue jeans were originally work pants. 

blue’ law’, n. [count] any law that forbids certain 
practices, as doing business or dancing, on Sunday: No 
Stores were open because of blue laws. 

blue-nose (blōo/nöz/) /bluw,nowz/ n. [count] a person 
who observes overly strict principles, esp. regarding 
pleasure; prude: The town binenoses wouldn't talk to 
her. 

blue’-pen/cil, v. [~ + obj), -ciled, -cil-ing or (esp. 
Brit.) -cilled, -cil-ling. to change or edit (a piece of writ- 
ing, etc.) to improve it: blue-penciled the report before it 
went. 

blue-print (bloo/print’) /‘bluw,print/ n. [count] 1. a pho- 
tographic print made by a process that produces white 
lines on a blue background, used chiefly for plans: the 
architect's blueprints. 2. a detailed outline or plan of ac- 
tion: a blueprint for success. 

blue’ rib’bon, n. (count) the highest award or distinc- 
tion, as a blue ribbon given as the first prize in a contest. 

blues (blooz) /bluwz/ n. 1. the blues, [noncount; used 
with a plural verb] depressed spirits; sadness: / usually 
get the blues after the holidays. 2. (noncount; used with 
a singular or plural verb] a type of slow, sad, black folk 
music, characterized by three-line stanzas in which the 
second line usually repeats the first. 3. [p/uraf| Informal. 
police. —blues/y, adj.: bluesy music. 

blue-stock-ing (bloo’stok/ing) /‘bluw,stokin/ n. [count] 
Often Disparaging. a woman interested in literature or 
other areas but not in traditionally feminine areas. 

blue’ streak’, n. [noncount) —Idiom. talk a blue 
streak, [no obj] to talk rapidly and without stopping: 
They stayed up all night talking a blue streak till morning. 

bluff’ (bluf) /blaf/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. good- 
naturedly direct, blunt, or frank: a bluff way Of speaking 
that is refreshing. 2. presenting a bold, broad, and very 
Steep front: a bluff cliff. —n. [count] 3. a cliff, headland, 
or hill with a broad, steep face: leaning carefully out over 
the bluffs. —bluff/ness, n. (noncount): His bluftness is 
Just an act; he’s really very sneaky. 

bluff? (bluf) /blaf/ v. 1. to mislead or deceive (someone) 
by putting on a bold front: [~ + obj]: Don’t try to bluff 
me; | know all your tricks. [no obj}: He's bluffing; I'm 
sure he can't overrule you. 2. [~ + obj] to achieve by 
bluffing: / tried to bluff my way into the job. 3. to deceive 
(an Opponent in poker) by betting heavily on a weak 
hand: [no obj): | think you're bluffing, so I'll meet your 
bet. [~ + obj): He tried to bluff me with a pair of two's. 
—n. 4. an act or instance of bluffing: [count]: It’s just a 
bluff to get me to show what I know. [noncount): | think 
his scare tactics are just bluff. 5. [count] a person who 
bluffs; bluffer: He's just a bluff —Idiom. 6. call some- 
one’s bluff, to challenge someone to carry out a threat: 
If she thinks she can threaten us with firing us all, | think 
its time we called her bluff. —bluff/er, n. [count] 

blu-ing or blue-ing (bl5ō/ing) bluwin/ n. [noncount) a 
substance, such as indigo, used to whiten clothes or give 
them a bluish tinge. 

blu-ish or blueish (bld0/ish) /‘bluwif/ adj. rather or 
slightly blue. —blu/ish-ness, n. (nonconnt] 

bluneder (blun/dar) /‘blandor/ n. [count] 1. a stupid 
mistake: One of his first blunders was to make fun of the 
teachers name. —v. [no obj] 2. to move or act clumsily 
or stupidly: [~ + into]: We blundered into the wrong 
room. [~ + along]: We blundered along down the road. 
3. to make a mistake, esp. through carelessness or con- 
fusion: We biindered when we tried to take a shortcut. 
—blun/der-er, n. [count] 

blun-der-buss (blun’dar bus’) blandar,bas/ n. [count] 
1. a short gun having a wide mouth so as to scatter shot. 
2. an insensitive, blundering person. 

blun-der-ing (blun/dar ing) /‘blandar in/ adj. [before a 
noun] Clumsy; Careless: What a blundering fool! —blun/- 
der-ing-ly, adv. 

blunt (blunt) /blant/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. having a 
thick or dull edge or point: a blunt pencil, 2. abrupt in 
manner, without politeness: asked blunt questions about 
my finances. —v. 3. to (cause to) become blunt; dull: [~ 
+ Obj): You'll blunt the scissors on that cardboard. (no 
obj): The scissors will blunt on that cardboard. 4. {~ + 
obj] to weaken the strength of: Wine can blunt the 
senses. —blunt/ly, adv.: To put it bluntly, you're simply 
no good. —blunt/ness, n. [noncount): | found his blunt- 
ness and directness refreshing. —Syn. BLUNT, BRUSQUE, 
and curt describe people’s manners and speech. BLUNT 
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suggests too much frankness and a lack of consideration 
or regard for the feelings of others: blunt and tactless re- 
marks. BRUSQUE suggests a sharpness and abruptness 
that are almost rude: a brusque denial; a brusque word 
or two. CURT applies esp. to short, quick language that 
takes us by surprise because we are expecting more: a 
curt reply. 

blur (bir) /blsr/ v., blurred, blur-ring, n. —v. 1. to 
(Cause to) become hard to see or hear: [no obj): Her 
eyes blurred with tears. His speech blurred the more he 
drank. [~ + obj): The fog blurred the outline of the car. 
2. [~ + obj] to make a dirty mark or smear on (some- 
thing): She blurred the ink on the letter with her tears. 3. 
[~ + obj] to dull or weaken (a distinction between things 
that should be separate): blurred the distinction between 
true reform and total destruction. —n. (count; usually 
singular] 4. a smudge or smear that obscures: a blur of 
smoke. 5. something seen or remembered indistinctly: 
The ship was a blur on the horizon. Parts of the trip were 
Just a blur. —blurred, adj.: old and blurred photos. 

blurb (blirb) /blarb/ n. [count] a brief notice that de- 
scribes a book, play, etc., esp. one full of praise: The 
blurb on the book jacket promised “action, thrills, adven- 
ture, and romance.” 

blurery (blûr/ē) /‘blsriy/ adj., -river, -riveest. blurred: in- 
distinct. —blur/ri-ness, n. (noncount): suffered from 
blurriness of vision. 

blurt (bldrt) /blart/ v. to say or tell (something) suddenly, 
accidentally, or thoughtlessly: [~ (+ out) + obj): He 
blurted (out) the secret. (~ + obj (+ out)): He blurted 
the secret (out) before we could Stop him. 

blush (blush) /blaf/ v. [no obj] 1. to redden, as from 
embarrassment: blushed when they praised her. 2. to 
feel shame or embarrassment: blushed at those critical 
remarks, —n. 3. [count; usually singular] a reddening, as 
of the face: A quick blush rose on her face. 4. [noncount] 
BLUSHER (def. 2): She put some blush on her face to 
cover her paleness. —Idiom. 5. at first blush, at first 
glance: At first blush we might think the problem is very 
simple. —blush/ing, adj.: the blushing bride. 

blush-er (blush/ar) /'blafor/ n. 1. [count] a person who 
blushes, esp. readily. 2. [noncount] a cosmetic, similar 
to rouge, used to add color to the cheeks: applying some 
blusher to a pale face. Also, blush/-on. 

blus-ter (blus/tar) /‘blastar/ v. [no obj] 1. (of wind) to 
roar or blow roughly: the blustering wind. 2. to make 
loud but empty threats: blustered about how they would 
beat us all up. —n. [noncount) 3. boisterous noise and 
violence: the bluster of a storm at sea. 4. noisy, empty 
threats or protests: That's just bluster; he has no real in- 
tention of firing you. —blus/ter-er, n. (count) —blus/- 
ter-ing-ly, adv. —blus/ter-ous, adj. 

blus-ter-y (blus’tar ē) /'blastar iy/ adj. rough; windy, 
cold, and wild: a raw, blustery winter day. 

blvd., an abbreviation of: boulevard. 

B.O., an abbreviation of: 1. informal. body odor. 2. box 
Office. 

b.o., an abbreviation of: 1. back order. 2. box office. 

bo.a (b0/a) /'bows/ n. [count], pl. boras. 1. a nonpoiso- 
nous, Chiefly tropical snake that constricts its prey. 2. a 
scarf or snake-shaped garment usually of feathers. 

boar (bôr, bor) /bor, bowr/ n. [count] 1. a male pig kept 
for breeding. 2. a wild Old World swine. 

board (bérd, bord) /bord, bowrd/ n. 1. [count] a long 
rectangular piece of wood sawed thin: Please nail a cou- 
ple of boards over the hole for now. 2. [count] a flat 
piece of wood or other hard material used for a purpose: 
Write your sentence up on the board (= a blackboard). 
3. [count] a sheet of wood, cardboard, etc., on which a 
game is played: a chess board. 4. (noncount) material 
made in large sheets, as plasterboard. 5. [count] an offi- 
cial group or committee that directs an activity: a board 
of directors. 6. [noncount] daily meals, esp. as provided 
for pay: How much is room and board in that hotel? 7. 
[count] a.a piece of fiberglass or other material upon 
which computer chips are mounted. b. CIRCUIT BOARD 
(def. 1). 8. a switchboard. —v. 9. to cover or close with 
boards: [~ + up/over + obj}: boarded up the old house. 
[~ + obj + up/over): boarded the fence over. 10. [= 4 
obj} to provide (someone) with meals, esp. for pay: The 
retired couple boarded several college students. 11. [~ 
+ witlyat + obj) to take one’s meals and lodging at a 
fixed price: Several college students boarded with the 
couple. 12. to go on board (of a ship, etc.): [mo obj): 
Passengers should board through the door on my left. [~ 
+ obj): Passengers were just beginning to board the 
ship. 13. {~ + obj] to allow on board: Flight 678 will 
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board passengers. —Idiom. 14. across the board, so 
as to apply to all equally: to raise salaries across the 
board. 15. on board, a. on or in a ship, or other vehicle: 
a hundred passengers on board. b. Baseball. on base: 
Two men were out but two were on board. c. present 
and functioning as a member of a team or organization: 
The new trainee was welcomed on board by the chair- 
man. 

board-er (b6r/dar, bor’-) /‘bordar, 'bowr-/ n. [count] 1. 
a person, esp. a lodger, who is supplied with regular 
meals at someone’s house. 2. a pupil at a boarding 
school. 

board’ game’, n. [count] any game played on a board, 
esp. one in which pieces are moved, such as chess or 
checkers. 

board-ing-house or board-ing house (bdor/ding 
hous’, bor/-) /'bor,din haws, 'bowr-/ n. [count], pl. hous» 
es a private house at which meals and lodging may be 
obtained. 

board/ing school’, n. [count] a school at which the 
pupils receive meals and lodging as well as an education 
(distinguished from day school). 

board-room or board room (bord/room/’, -r6om/, 
bord/-) /'bord,ruwm, -,rum, 'bowrd-/ n. [count] a room 
set aside for meetings of a board, esp. of a corporation: 
dark dealings in the boardroom. 

board-walk (bôrd/wôk/, bord’-) /'bord,wok, ‘bowrd-/ n. 
[count] a footpath made of wooden boards. 

boast (bdst) /bowst/ v. 1. to speak (of someone or 
something) with exaggeration and too much pride, esp. 
about oneself: [no obj): He was always boasting. [~ + of/ 
about + obj): boasting about his law school. [~ + that 
clause]: boasted that he had won every track award in 
school. 2. [~ + obj] to be proud to own or have; be 
lucky to possess: The town boasts two new schools. —n. 
[count] 3. a thing boasted of; a cause for pride: It was my 
boast that I never missed a day of work. 4. instances of 
exaggerated speech or bragging: empty boasts. 
—boast/er, n. [count] —boast/ful, adj. —boast/ful-ly, 
adv. —boast/ful-ness, n. (noncount] —boast/ing-ly, 
adv. 

boat (bot) /bowt/ n. [count] 1. a vessel for transport by 
water. 2. a small ship, generally for specialized use: a 
fishing boat. 3. a boat-shaped serving dish: a gravy boat. 
—Idiom. 4. in the same boat, in similar difficult 
circumstances: We're all in the same boat, so we should 
work together. 5. miss the boat, Informal. a. to fail to 
take advantage of an opportunity: He missed the boat 
when he applied too late. b. to miss the point of; fail to 
understand: | missed the boat on that explanation. 6. 
rock the boat. See rock? (def. 12). 

boat-er (bd/tar) /‘bowtar/ n. (count) 1. a stiff straw hat 
with a shallow, flat top or crown, a ribbon band, and a 
straight brim. 2. one who travels in a boat. 

boat’ peo’ple, n. [plura refugees who have fled a 
country by boat, usually without enough food or water. 
boat-swain or bo’s’n or boesun (bd/san) /‘bowsan/ n. 
[count] a petty officer on a warship or on a merchant 
vessel who is in charge of rigging, anchors, cables, and 
other equipment. 

bob! (bob) /bnb/ n., v., bobbed, bob-bing. —n. [count] 
1. a short, jerky motion: A bob of her head told nie she 
had noticed me. —v. 2. to move (something) quickly 
down and up: {~ + obj): She bobbed her head. [no obj]: 
bobbed up and down in the water, waving for help. 3. [~ 
+ obj) to indicate with such a motion: She bobbed a 
greeting without looking up from her work. 4. bob up, 
[no obj) to appear unexpectedly. 

bob? (bob) /bnb/ n., v, bobbed, bob-bing. —r. [count] 
1. a short, caplike haircut that is even on all sides. 2. a 
float for a fishing line: She put her string through the bob 
and watched it float on the lake. —v. 3. [~ + obj) to cut 
(hair, etc.) short: to bob one’s hair. 4. [~ + for + obj) to 
try to snatch floating or dangling objects with the teeth: 
bobbirg for apples. 

bob? (bob) /bob/ n., pi. bob. Brit. SHILLING. 

bob-bin (bob/in) /'bobin/ n. [court] a round object upon 
which yarn or thread is wound. 

bob-ble (bob/al) /'bobal/ n., v, -bled, -bling. —n. 
{court} 1. a momentary fumbling of a baseball. 2. an er- 
ror; mistake. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to fumble (a baseball) 
momentarily: Hardly ever bobbles a ball. 

bob-by (bob/é) /‘bobiy/ n. (count), pl. -bies. Brit. a po- 
liceman. 

bob/by pin’, rı. [count] a flat metal pin used for holding 
hair tightly in place. 

bob-cat (bob/kat’) /‘bnb,kwt/ n. [court], pl. -cats, (esp. 
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when thought of as a group) -cat. a North American 
lynx. 
bob-o-link (bob/’a lingk’) /‘boba,link/ n. [count] a North 
American songbird. 
bob-sled (bob/sled’) /'bob,sled/ n., v., -sled-ded, -sled- 
ding. —n. (count) 1. a long sled for two or four riders, 
having a brake and a steering wheel to direct the sled 
down a fast path with sharp curves. —v. [no obj] 2. to 


ride on a bobsled. —bob/sled/der, n. (count): He 
trained to be an Olympic bobsledder. 
bob-white (bob/hwit’, -wit’) /‘bob'hwayt, -'wayt/ n. 


[count] a small New World quail having spotty feathers 
and coloring. 

boc-cie or boc-ci or boc-ce (boch’é) /'botfiy/ n. [non- 
count] a type of lawn bowling played usually on a long, 
narrow dirt court: The old Italian men were playing their 
fiftieth game of boccie. 

bod (bod) /bnd/ n. [count] Informal. 1. body: We thought 
they all had fabulous bods. 2. Brit. a person: She's a very 
nice bod indeed. 

bo-da-cious (bo da/shas) /bow'deyJas/ adj. Chiefly Dia- 
lect. 1. [before a noun] complete; unmitigated: She was 
a bodacious flirt. 2. remarkable; outstanding’ That is one 
bodacious story. —bo-da/cioussly, adv. 

bode’ (bdd) /bowd/ v. [~ + wellill/evil + for) bod-ed, 
bod-ing. to be a sign or omen of; signal; portend: The 
promotion bodes well for his future. 

bode? (bod) /bowd/ v. a pt. of BIDE. 

bo-de-ga (bo da’ga) /bow'deyga/ n. [count], pl. -gas. 
(esp. among Spanish-speaking Americans) a grocery 
store. 

bod-ice (bod/is) /‘bndis/ n. [count] the part of a 
woman's dress covering the body above the waistline. 

-bod-ied (bod/éd) /'bndiyd/ combining form. Use -bod- 
ied after another adjective to mean “having a body of a 
(certain) kind”: a flat-bodied fish (= a fish having a flat 
body); a wide-bodied car. 

bod-iely (bod/! é) /'bodliy/ adj. (before a noun] 1. of or 
relating to the body: accused of bodily assault. —adv. 2. 
involving the whole body, or the whole mass of some- 
thing: The tornado picked the car up bodily. 

bod-kin (bod/kin) /‘bndktn/ n. [count] a small needle. 
body (bod/é) /'bndiy/ n., pl. bod-ies, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] a. the complete structure of a person, animal, 
plant, or other organism. b. the main portion of a person 
or animal, comprising the trunk but not the head, arms, 
and legs. c. a corpse: The body was cremated. 2. 
[count] the main mass of a thing, as the hull of a ship or 
the section of a car in which passengers are carried. 3. 
[count] Physics. a mass, esp. one considered as a whole: 
Bodies in motion tend to stay in motion. 4. (count) the 
principal part of a speech or document: You need an in- 
troduction and conclusion around the body of your essay. 
5. [count] an object in space, as a planet or star. 6. 
[count] a group or organization: the student body. 7. 
[count] a separate and distinct piece of matter: a foreign 
body in one’s eye. 8. [noncount] substance; consistency 
or richness: a wine with good body. 9. [count] an 
amount or quantity of: several large bodies of water in 
that area. -—adj. [before a noun] 10. of or relating to the 
body; bodily: body parts. 

bod’y odor, si. [norcount] the smell of a person's 
body, esp. caused by sweat: overpowering body odor in 
the locker room. Also, B.O. 

bod’y bag’, n. (count) a zippered bag used to transport 
a dead body. 

bod-y-build-ing or bod-y-build-ing (bod/’é bilding) 
Ibod,iy bildtn/ n. (noncount) the developing of muscles 
through weight training, etc.: bodybuilding competitions. 
—bod/y-build’er, bod’y-build/’er, n. [count] 

bod’y count’, n. [count] the number of persons in the 
military killed in an action or during a specified period. 

bod’y Eng/lish, n. (noncount) a twisting of the body by 
a player to help a ball that has already been hit, etc., to 
travel in the desired direction: gave the ball some body 
English. 

bod-y-guard (bod/’é gard’) /'bndiy,gard/ n. [count] a 
person or group of persons hired to guard an individual. 
bod’y lan’guage, n. [nomcount) communication 
through gestures, facial expressions, etc., often accom- 
plished without the person being aware of its effect: 
frieridly words but hostile body language. 

bod’y politic, n. (count; usually singular) a people 
thought of as a political community. 

bof-fo (bof) /‘bofow/ n., pl. -fos, adj. Slang. —n. 
[court] 1. something very successful, as a play in the the- 
ater, etc. —adj. 2. highly successful. 
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bog! (bog, bôg) /bng, bog/ n., v., bogged, boge-ging. 
=n. [count] 1. an area of wet, spongy ground. —r. 2. 
bog down, to sink in or as if in a bog: [10 obj): The 
truck bogged down in the snow. [~ + obj + down): The 
slow computer bogged us down. —bog/gy, adj., -eiver, 
-gi-est. 

bog’ (bog, bég) /bng, boy/ n. [count] Usually, bogs. 
[plural] Brit. Slang. a lavatory; bathroom. 

bo-gey (b0/gé; for 2 also bddg/é) 'bowgiy; for 2 also 
'bugiy/ n., pl. -geys, v. -gied, -gey-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
golf score of one stroke over par on a hole: scored a bo- 
gey. 2. BoGy. —v. 3. (in golf) to make a bogey (on a golf 
hole): [no obj]: He bogied twice in the last six holes. lies 
+ obj): He bogied the last two holes. 

bo-geyeman (bddg’é_— man’, bo/gé-) /‘bugiy,man, 
‘bowgiy-/ also boogeyman, n. (count), pl. -men. an 
evil spirit supposed to carry off naughty children: The bo- 
geyinan will get you if you dont watch out! 

bog-gle (bog/al) /‘bngal/ v., -gled, -gling. 1. to (cause 
the mind to) be overwhelmed: [~ + at + obj): The mind 
boggles at the thought (idea) of such distances as light 
years. [~ + obj): Vast distances boggle the mind. 2. {no 
obj) to hesitate because of fear or a scruple: We 
shouldn't boggle at this opportunity to make a profit. 
—boeg/gler, r. (count) 

bo-gie (bō/gē, bddg’é) /'bowgiy, 'bugiy/ 1m. BOGY. 

bo-gus (b0/gas) /‘bowgas/ adj. false; counterfeit; phony: 
The thief gave a bogus address. 

bo-gy or bo-gey or borgie (bd/gé, bdog’é) /‘bowgiy, 
‘bugiy/ n. [count], pl. -gies or -geys. 1. an evil Spirit. 2. 
anything that haunts or frightens (someone); a barrier or 
block that keeps someone from doing something: Fear is 
the major bogy of novice mountain Clitrrbers. 

bo-he-mi-an (bd hé/mé ən) /bow'hiymiyoan/ n. [count] 
1. one who lives in a casual way and acts differently from 
most of society. —adj. 2. of, relating to, or characteristic 
of this way of living: developed a boherniarn lifestyle her 
father did not approve of. —bo-he/misan-ism, n. Unon- 
count) 

boil’ (boil) /boyl/ v. 1. to (cause to) change from a liquid 
to a gas as a result of heat: [no obj]: When the water 
boils, turn off the heat. [~ + obj): Boil some water for 
tea. 2. to cook (something) in boiling water: [no obj): 
The eggs boiled for three minutes. [~ + obj): Boil the 
eggs for three minutes. 3. [no obj] to contain or hold a 
liquid that boils: The kettle is boiling (= The kettle con- 
tains water that is boiling). 4. (no obj] to be in an agi- 
tated state: The sea boiled in the storrn. 5. [no Obj) to be 
deeply upset: boiling with anger. 6. boil down, [~ + 
down + obj) a. to reduce or lessen by boiling: Boil 
down the liquid to about half. b. to shorten: abridge; 
condense: Boil down all that research into a summary. 7. 
boil down to, [~ + down + to + obj) to amount to: His 
Statement boils down to a failure to support you. 8. boil 
over, [no obj] a. to overflow while or as if while boiling: 
That pot is boiling over. b. to be unable to hold back an- 
ger, excitement, etc.: felt all her anger boiling over. —n. 
[count; singular] 9. the act or state of boiling: Bring the 
water to a boil. 

boil? (boil) /boyl/ n. [count] a painful swelling on the skin 
having pus inside, usually caused by an infection. 

boiled (boild) /boyld/ adj. heated to a point where liquid 
begins to turn to gas; cooked by being heated this way: 
boiled potatoes. 

boiler (boi/lar) /boylor/ n. [count] 1. a large, closed 
container in which water is heated to make steam: Call 
the landlord; the boiler is out again. 2. a vessel, such as 
a kettle, for boiling or heating. 

boil-er-plate or boiler plate (boi/lar plat’) /‘boy,lor 
pleyt/ n. [noncount] 1. plating of iron or steel for the 
shells of boilers, or for covering the sides of ships, etc.: 
three-inch boilerplate on that ship. 2. the same phrasing 
used again and again to different audiences. 

boiling (boi/ling) /boylin/ adj. 1. having reached the 
temperature when a liquid turns into a gas: boiling water. 
2. fiercely churning: the boiling seas. 3. uncomfortably 
warm: Could you lower the heat; we're boiling in here. 4. 
(of anger, etc.) intense; fierce: boiling anger. —adv. 5. to 
an extreme degree; very: / was boiling mad. It was boil- 
ing hot. 

boiling point’, n. [count] 1. the temperature at which 
a boiling liquid begins to turn into a gas. 2. [usually sin- 
gular) the point beyond which one becomes visibly angry, 
outraged, or the like: / had reached iy boiling point with 
those nasty kids. 3. (usually singular] the point at which 
matters reach a crisis: The situation had reached the 
boiling point between the two countries. 
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bois-ter-ous (boi/star as, -stras) /'boystoras, -stras/ adj. 
rough and noisy; clamorous: boisterous laughter. 
—bois/ter-ous-ly, adv.: schoolchildren laughing boister- 
ously. —bois/ter-ous-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

bold (bōld) /bowld/ adj., -er, -est. 1. unafraid in the face 
of danger; courageous: bold and daring pilots. 2. ignor- 
ing good manners by not showing respect; impudent: a 
bold child who always talks back to her parents. 3. find- 
ing new solutions; inventive or imaginative: a bold solu- 
tion to a perplexing problem. 4. very bright or very dark; 
Striking to the eye; flashy; showy: a shirt with a bold pat- 
fern. —bold/ly, adv.: They boldly went where no one 
had gone before. —bold/ness, n. [noncount): Enough of 
your boldness; go to your room! 

bold-face (bdld/fas’) /'bowld,feys/ n. [noncount] 1. 
type or print that has thick, heavy lines, used for empha- 
sis, headings, etc.: This is boldface. —adj. (often: be- 
fore a noun] 2. typeset or printed in boldface. 

bold’-faced’, adj. [before a noun) 1. very daring in be- 
ing impolite; impudent; brazen: What she told us turned 
out to be a bold-faced lie. 2. (of type) having thick, heavy 
lines. 

bo-le-ro (ba lar’6, bō-) /ba'learow, bow-/ n. [count], pl. 
-ros. 1. a Spanish dance; the music for this dance. 2. a 
waist-length jacket worn open in front. 

Bosliveican (ba live an, bō-) /ba'ltviyan, bow-/ n. 
[count] 1. a person born or living in Bolivia. —adj. 2. of 
or relating to Bolivia. 

boll (bd!) /bowl/ r. [count] a pod of a plant, such as of 
flax or cotton. 

bol-lix (bol/iks) /‘boliks/ Informal. —v. 1. to do some- 
thing clumsily; bungle: [~ + obj]: The job was bollixed 
completely. [~ + up + obj): He bollixed up the job. {~ 
+ obj + up): He bollixed it up. —n. [count] 2. a job 
badly or clumsily done; a bungle. 

boll” wee/vil, n. [count] a beetle that attacks bolls of 
cotton. 

bo-lo-gna (bə lō/nē, -nə) /ba'lowniy, -nə/ n. [noncount) 
a sausage made of beef and pork: a bologna sandwich. 

bo.losney (bə l5/nē) /bə'lowniy/ 1. BALONEY. 

Bolshevik (bōl/shə vik, -vék’, bol-) /‘bowlfavik, 
-viyk, 'bol-/ n. [count], pl. -viks, -vikei (-vik/ē, -vē/kē) 
/-,vikiy, -,viykiy/. 1. a. a member of the radical part of 
the Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ Party, 1903-17. 
b. (after 1918) a member of the Russian Communist 
Party. 2. a member of any Communist Party. 3. (often: 
bolshevik] Disparaging. any person with radical or revolu- 
tionary political ideas. —Bolsshe-vism (bōl/shə viz/əm, 
bol’) /*bowlfa,vizam, 'bol/ n. (noncount] —Bol’/she-vist, 
n. [count], adj. 

bol-ster (bol/star) /‘bowlstar/ n. [count] 1. a long, tube- 
shaped pillow or cushion for a bed, etc. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to add to, support, or uphold: They bolstered their claim 
with new evidence. —boVster-er, n. [count] 

bolt (bolt) /bowlt/ n. [count] 1. any of several types of 
strong screws threaded to receive a nut and used to hold 
things together: Tighten the bolts with a good wrench. 2. 
a movable bar slid into a socket to fasten a door, etc.: 
The jailer threw back the bolt on the old, rusty prison 
door. 3. the part of a lock drawn back by the action of 
the key. 4. a sudden dash, flight, or escape: The mouse 
made a quick bolt to get away. 5. a length of fabric, wo- 
ven goods, etc., esp. as it comes on a roll from the loom. 
6. (on a rifle) a sliding bar that pushes a Cartridge into 
the firing chamber. 7. a thunderbolt: Jupiter hurling his 
bolts to earth. —v. 8. [~ + obj] to fasten with or as if 
with a bolt: He bolted the muffler back onto the car. 9. 
[no obj) to make a sudden run or escape: He bolted 
froin the roor. 10. to discontinue support (of) or partici- 
pation (in); break with: [~ + obj]: She decided to bolt 
the Republican party and vote Democratic. [no obj): 
Twenty Dermocrats bolted on that vote. 11. to swallow 
(one’s food or drink) quickly: [~ + obj): He bolted his 
breakfast and ran to catch his train. (~ + down + obj): 
He bolted down his breakfast. [~ + obj + down]: He 
bolted his breakfast down. —Idiom. 12. bolt out of or 
from the blue, a sudden and entirely unforeseen event: 
The news that she would not be rehired came as a boit 
from the bine. 13. bolt upright, stiffly or rigidly straight: 
He sat bolt upright when the teacher caught him nap- 
pitig. 

bomb (bom) /bom/ n. [count] 1. a case filled with an ex- 
plosive and used as a weapon. 2. an aerosol can and its 
contents: A bug bomb contains spray that kills bugs. 3. 
Slang. a. an absolute failure: That show was a complete 
bomb aud closed in a few days. b. Brit. a success: hit: 
That show was a complete bornb and sold hundreds of 
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tickets every niglit. 4. the bomb, [connt; singular] a. 
ATOMIC BOMB. b. nuclear weapons thought of as a group. 
—v. 5. [~ + obj] to hurl bombs at or drop bombs upon: 
the day they bombed Pearl Harbor. 6. [~ + obj) Slang. 
to defeat decisively; trounce: We played against our 
teachers and bonibed therin fifty-five to nothing. 7. (no 
obj] Slang. to fail completely; flop: The play bombed in 
Boston. 

bom-bard (bom bard’, bəm-) /bom'bard, bəm-/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to subject to bombardment: began to bombard 
the coastline defenses twenty miles away. 2. to hit or at- 
tack with force: The hurricane bombarded the coastline. 
3. to attack verbally: bornbarded the candidate with 
questions. 

bom-bar-dier (bonibar dér’, -ba-) /,bomboar'dior, -bo-/ 
n. [count] the crew member of a bombing plane who op- 
erates the bombsight and releases the bombs. 

bom-bard-ment (bom bärd/mənt, bam-) /bom 'bardm- 
ont, bam-/ n. 1. (cont; noncount) strong and steady at- 
tack by cannons or bombs: The bombardrnent from the 
air continued all night. 2. an outpouring of complaints or 
questions, often experienced as harassment: [count]: a 
bonibardment of questions from reporters. [noncount): 
the bombardment of cartoons and commercials on chil- 
dren. 

bom-bast (bom/bast) /'bombæst/ n. [noncount] impor- 
tant-sounding, pompous words; rhetoric: After all the 
bombast we couldnt figure out what he was trying to say. 
—bom-bas’/tic, adj. 

bombed (bomd) /bnmd/ adj. Slang. completely drunk or 
drugged: so bombed he couldn't walk. 

bomb-er (bom/ar) /‘bnmor/ n. [count] 1. an airplane 
equipped to carry and drop bombs. 2. a person who 
drops or sets bombs, esp. as an illegal act: a bunch of 
mad bombers and revolutionaries. 

bomb-proof (bon/proof’) /‘bom,pruwf/ adj. 1. strong 
enough to resist the explosive force of bombs: 4 bomb- 
proof shelter. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make bombproof: 
bombproofed the shelter. 

bombeshell (bom/shel’) /'bnm,fel/ n. [count] something 
or someone having a sensational effect: His resignation 
came as a bombshell. 

bo-na fide or boena-fide (bō/nə fid’) /‘bowno,fayd/ 
adj. 1. made, done, etc., in good faith; without fraud: a 
bona fide statement of intent to sell. 2. authentic; genu- 
ine; real: a bona fide sample of Lincoln's handwriting. 
bo-enaneza (bə nan/za, bo-) /bə'nænzə, bow-/ n. [count], 
pl. -zas. a source or period of great and sudden wealth 
or luck: a bonanza for lottery players. 

bon ap-pé-tit (bôn/ apa té’) /'bon, wxpa'tiy/ interj. 
French. (used to wish someone a hearty appetite). 
bon-bon (bon/bon’) /'bon,bon/ n. [count] 1. a small 
chocolate-coated candy. 2. any Candy. 

bond (bond) /bnnd/ r. 1. [cont] something that binds or 
holds together: This superglue creates a bond strong 
enough to hold five hundred pomnds. 2. [count] an 
agreement or feeling that unites one person to another, 
or to a way of behaving: a baby’s bond to its mother, the 
bonds of marriage. 3. (count; usually singular) firm as- 
surance or promise: My word is iny bond. 4. (count) an 
agreement in which one guarantees to pay a sum of 
money on or before a specified day: bought war bonds to 
support the war effort. 5. [noncomnt]) money paid as a 
promise to appear in court; bail: He met bond and was 
released. 6. [courit] the attraction between atoms in a 
molecule: a covalent bond. —v. 7. to connect, or bind, or 
join (two materials): (0 obj): The two materials will bond 
if you heat then. [~ + obj): Use this glue to bond the 
two rnaterials. 8. [no obj) to establish a bond, as be- 
tween a parent and offspring: Inimediately after birth the 
baby and its mother bond. —bond/ing, n. [noncourit) 
bond-age (bon/dij) /‘bondid3/ n. [roncount) slavery; the 
state of being bound by another: a comritry held in bond- 
age by the oppressor. 

bonds (bondz) /bnndz/ ri. [plirraf) chains or ropes used 
to tie up a prisoner. 

bone (bōn) /bown/ n., v., boned, bon-ing. —. 1. a. 
[cont] one of the parts of the skeleton of an animal's 
body: broke a bone in liis arm. b. (nonconnt] the hard, 
strong white tissue forming these parts: This area is snr- 
rourided by bone. 2. [count] such a part from an animal 
that can be eaten: some soup bones. 3. bones, (plirral] 
a. the skeleton. b. a body: to rest one’s weary bornes. 4. 
[roncount] the color of bone; ivory or off-white. —v. 5. 
[~ + obj] to remove the bones from: to bone a turkey. 
6. bone up, [710 obj) Infornial. to study hard for; cram: to 
bone up for an exarni. — Idiom. 7. feel in one’s bones, 
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(feel + obj + in + one’s + bones] to be sure or certain 
of something without knowing why: There's going to be a 
problem with her; | can feel it in my bones. 8. have a 
bone to pick with someone, to have a reason for argu- 
ing with someone: / have a bone to pick with you: Why 
were all your workers taking two-hour lunches? 9. make 
no bones about, [~ + obj] to act or speak openly, with- 
out fear and without hesitating: made no bones about 
her contempt for her boss. 10. to the bone, a. to the 
bare minimum: Social services have been cut to the 
bone. b. to an extreme degree; completely: l'm chilled to 
the bone. 

bone’ chi/na, n. [nonconnt] fine, naturally white china 
made with powdered bone. 

bone/-dry’, adj. [isually: be + ~) 1. very dry. 2. very 
thirsty. 

bone-head (b6n/hed’) /'bown,hed/ Slang. —n. [count] 
1. a stupid person; blockhead: That bonehead even mis- 
spelled his name. —adj. 2. Also, bone/head/ed. charac- 
teristic of or done by such a person: a real bonehead 
comment. —bone/head/ed:ness, n. (noncount) 

bone’ meal’ or bone/meal’, n. [noncount] bones 
ground to a powder, used as fertilizer or food. 

bone’ of conten/tion, n. (count) Informal. a subject 
that is argued about; a point of dispute: That type of test 
has been a bone of contention for years. 

bon-er (b0/nar) /'bownar/ n. [count] a stupid mistake; 
blunder. 

bon-fire (bon/fi?r’) /‘bon,fay®r/ n. [count] a large fire 
built in the open air: a big bonfire to celebrate the Fourth 
of July. 

bon-go (bong’g6, béng/-) /‘bongow, ‘'bon-/ n. [count], pl. 
-gos, -goes. one of a pair of small drums, played by 
beating with the fingers: mursicians playing bongos. 

bon-kers (bong’kerz) /'bopkorz/ adj. [be/go + ~] Slang. 
silly; mad; crazy: He's cornpletely bonkers over her. 

bon mot (bôn mō) /'b35 mow/ n. [count], pi. bons mots 
(bôn MGz/) /'b3S mowz/. a clever remark or comment. 

bon-net (bori/it) /‘bonit/ n. [cont] 1. a hat tying under 
the chin and framing the face. 2. Brit. an automobile 
hood: Pop open the bonnet and let's see what's wrong. 

boneny (bon’é) /'boniy/ adj., -ni-er, -nivest. Chiefly Brit. 
1. attractive; handsome; pretty: a bonny lass and laddie 
(= a pretty girl and handsome boy). 2. pleasing; agreea- 
ble: a bonny idea. 

bons-sai (bon si’, bon/si) /bnn'say, 'bonsay/ n., pl. -sai. 
1. [count] a tree or shrub made very small by cutting 
back the roots and pinching the branches: a nuniber of 
bonsai in the botanical garderis. 2. [nonconnt] the art of 
growing such a plant: courses in bonsai. 

boenus (bō/nəs) /'bownas/ n. [cont], pl. -nus-es. some- 
thing given over and above the normal or expected, esp. 
a sum of money: received a handsome bonus for clinch- 
ing the deal. 

bon vo-yage (bon/voi 4zh’, bdn/) /'bonvoy'a3, 'b5/ in- 
terj. (used to wish someone a pleasant trip): Bon voyage! 
See you when yoi get back. 

bon-y (bō/nē) /'bowniy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. of or like 
bone. 2. full of bones: This fish is very bony. 3. having 
bones that stick out; big-boned: bony knees. 4. skinny; 
gaunt; emaciated: a tall, bony fellow in old clothes. 
—bon/i-ness, n. [(noncoint) 

boo (bdo) /buw/ interj., n., pl. boos, v. —interj. 1. (used 
to express contempt or disapproval or to startle or 
frighten): “Boo! Did I scare you?” she asked. —n. [count] 
2. an exclamation of contempt or disapproval: a boo 
from the bleachers. —v. 3. to cry “boo” (at someone): 
[no obj): The fans booed when it became clear that their 
tearn would lose again. [~ + obj): The fans booed the 
pitclier. 

boob! (boob) /buwb/ Slang. —n. [count] 1. a fool or stu- 
pid person. —v. [10 obj] 2. Brit. to blunder: He boobed 
again and failed that test. 

boob? (boob) /buwb/ n. (count) Slang (sometimes vulgar). 
a female breast. 

boo-boo (bd6’bd0’) /'buw,buw/ n. [comnt), pi. -boos. 
Slang. 1. a stupid mistake; blunder. 2. a minor injury. 

boob’ tube’, n. Slang. 1. [nonconnt; usually: the + ~) 
television: Whats on the boob tube tonight? 2. (count; 
usually singular) a television set: sat in front of the boob 
tbe for hourrs. 

boo-by! (bao/bé) /‘buwbiy/ n. [cont], pl. -bies. 1. a 
stupid person; dunce. 2. a black- or brown-and-white, 
goose-sized bird living near the sea. 

boob-y? (bod’be) /'buwbiy/ n. [cont], pl. 
Slang (sometirnes vulgar). a female breast. 

boo’by prize’, n. (cont) a prize given as a joke to the 
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one that comes in last in a game: The booby prize was 
actually a pair of tickets to a play. 

boo’by trap’, n. [count] 1. a hidden bomb set off 
when a person who does not know it is there steps on it, 
touches a wire, or the like: nsed a metal detector to 
search for booby traps. 2. any hidden trap set for a per- 
son who does not expect it: The booby trap—a_ bucket of 
cold water over the partly open door—caught the next 
person who carrie in. —boo/by-trap’, -trapped, -trap- 
ping, v. [~ + obj]: to booby-trap a Jungle path. 

boo-dle (bdod/l) /‘buwdl/ n. (comnt; usually singirlar) 1. 
collection; bunch: Send the whole boodle back to the fac- 
tory. 2. a large quantity of something, esp. money. 

boog-ey-man (bd0qg’é man’) /'bugiy,mæn/ n., pi. -men. 
BOGEYMAN. 

boogie (bòóg/ē) /'bugiy/ nm., v., -ied, -ie-ing. —n. [non- 
count] 1. BoociE-wooGie. 2. a lively form of rock, based 
on the blues. —v. [no obj] 3. to dance to rock music: 
They boogied all night long. 4. Slang. to go: Let's boogie 
on down to the corner. 

boog-ie-woog-ie (bdog’é wddg/é) ‘bugiy'wugty/ n. 
(noncount] a style of jazz piano blues that constantly re- 
peats a bass line while the higher music parts freely im- 
provise on the melody. 

boo-hoo (bo0/hads/) /,buw'huw/ v., -hooed, -hoo-ing, n., 
pl. -hoos. Informal. —v. [no obj) 1. to cry or sob noisily; 
blubber: always boohooing about all his troubles. —n. 
[count] 2. the sound of noisy weeping: Boolioos echoed 
from the children’s bedroom. 

book (bd6k) /buk/ rı. [court] 1. a work printed on sheets 
of paper bound together within covers: a book of poems. 
See illustration at scHoot. 2. a number of sheets of pa- 
per bound together, for writing, etc.: a spiral book for 
notes. 3. a set or packet of tickets, checks, etc., bound 
together like a book: a book of matches. 4. a division of 
a literary work, esp. one of the larger divisions: the books 
of the Bible. 5. the Book, the Bible. 6. the book, a set 
of rules, standards, or actions to be followed: He knows 
every trick in the book by now. 7. the words or text of a 
musical piece; the script or story of a play. 8. books, 
[plural the financial records of a business, etc.: adjusting 
the books to hide the fact that money was being taken. 
—v. 9. [~ + obj] to register, esp. after being arrested: 
booked liiin for manslaughter. 10. [~ + obj] to make a 
reservation for (a hotel room, plane trip, etc.): We 
booked several flights just to be sure. 11. (~ + obj] to 
register or list (a person) for a hotel room, passage on a 
ship, an appointment, etc.: booked us on the next cruise. 
12. {~ + obj] to engage for one or more performances: 
We booked tliat new rock group. 13. book in (or out), 
(no obj] to sign in (or out), as at a hotel, etc.: We booked 
in at the Savoy. 14. book up, [~ + obj] to sell or buy 
out, fill up, or the like: booked up the hotel for the World 
Series. —adj. [before a noun] 15. of, relating to, or deal- 
ing with books: a book salesman. 16. derived or learned 
entirely from books: book knowledge. —Idiom. 17. by 
the book, according to the established form: Do it by the 
book for now; later we can try shortcuts or new tricks. 
18. in one’s book, according to one’s personal judg- 
ment: In my book, she was simply the greatest actress of 
all time. 19. know or read like a book, to know or un- 
derstand (someone or something) completely: Anew the 
city like a book. 20. off the books, done or performed 
(esp. for cash) without records, to avoid income tax: 
working for him off the books. 21. one for the book(s), 
something extraordinary: That triple play in the first in- 
ning was one for the books. 

book-bind-ing (bd0k/bin/ding) /'buk,bayndrn/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the process or art of binding books. 2. the 
binding on a book. —book/bind/er, n. [count] —book/- 
bind/er-y, n. [count], pl. -er-ies. 

book-case (bd6k’kas’) /'buk,keys/ n. [count] a set of 
Shelves for books: bookcases overflowing with books. 
See illustration at OFFICE. 

book’ club’, n. [count] a company that sells books to 
its members through the mail and often at a discount. 

book-end (bd0k’end’) /'buk,end/ n. [cont] a support 
placed at each end of a row of books to hold them up- 
right. 

book-ie (bd0k/é) /‘bukty/ n. Bookmaker (def. 1). 

book-ing (bd0k/ing) /‘bukin/ n. [comnt] 1. a contract or 
scheduled performance of a professional entertainer: His 
booking at the nightclub was in doubt after his arrest. 2. 
RESERVATION (def. 4): Please confirni the booking we 
made last week for flight 270. 
book-ish (bd0k/ish) /‘bukrf/ adj. 1. greatly enjoying 
reading or studying: our bookish young dawgliter. 2. 
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more acquainted with books than with real life: the book- 
ish life Of a university professor. 3. very stiff and overly 
formal: a bookislı way of speaking. 

book-keep-ing (bòók/ke/ping) /'buk,kiypin/ n. [non- 
count] the system or occupation of keeping detailed re- 
cords of a company’s business dealings. —book/keep/- 
er, 1. (comnt) 

book-let (book/lit) /'buklit/ r. [court] a little book, esp. 
one with paper covers; pamphlet: The booklet on Prague 
told its which siglits to see during the winter. 

book-mak-er (bdok/ma/kar) /buk meykoar/ n. [count] 1. 
a person who makes a business of accepting the bets of 
others on sports contests, esp. illegally: The bookmakers 
are not doing good business on this fight; everyone ex- 
pects the champ to lose, so no one is betting. 2. a per- 
son who designs, prints, or manufactures books. 
—book/mak/‘ing, n. [noncounit), adj. 

book-mark = (bd0k/mark’) /buk,mark/ n. [count] a 
marker between the pages of a book to mark one’s 
place. 

book-mo-bile (bòõók/mə bēlľ, -mo-) /'bukma,biyl, 
-mow-/ 1. [count] a motor vehicle for Carrying books as 
a traveling library. 

book-sell-er (bddk/sel/ar) /'buk,selər/ n. [count] one 
who sells books, esp. the proprietor of a bookstore. 

book-shelf (bõók/shelf/) /'buk,felf/ n. [count], pl. 
-shelves. a shelf for holding books, esp. one of the 
shelves in a bookcase. 

book-store (bddk/stér’, -stōr/) buk,stor, -,stowr/ n. 
[count] a store where books are sold. Also called book: 
shop (bdok’shop’) /'buk fop/. 

book’ val/ue, s. [count] the value of a business, prop- 
erty, etc., as shown on a financial statement or estab- 
lished list: a car with a low book valire. 

book-worm (book/wirm/) /'buk,w3rm/ n. [count] 1. one 
who greatly enjoys reading or studying. 2. any of various 
insects that feed on books. 

boom! (boom) /buwm/ v. 1. to make a deep, echoing 
sound: [no obj]: The cannons boomed. [~ + obj): The 
cannons boomed a deafening roar. 2. to announce or 
say with a booming sound or voice: [sed with qirota- 
tions]: “Back inside!” he boomed as the tornado struck. 
[~ + out + obj): The guns boomed out an answer to 
the attack. [no obj; ~ + (out): His voice boomed (out) 
from his office. 3. [no obj] to progress or increase 
quickly and strongly: Business is booming. —n. [count] 
4. a deep, long, echoing sound: the booris from the bat- 
leship’s guns. 5. a rapid increase in sales, worth, etc.: a 
housing boom. 6. a period of rapid economic growth: 
the boom years of prosperity. —boom/ing, adj.: a deep, 
booming voice. 

boom? (boom) /buwm/ n. [comit] 1. a pole sticking out 
from a ship’s mast and used to extend sails, handle 
cargo, etc. 2. a chain, cable, or anything that serves to 
block the passage of ships. 3. (on a motion-picture or 
television stage) a long pole for holding and moving a 
microphone or camera. —Idiom. 4. lower the boom, 
to act strongly to punish wrongdoing: finally lowered the 
boom on the drirg dealers. 

boo-mer-ang (boo’ma rang’) /‘buwmo,ren/ n. [count] 
1. a curved piece of wood used by the Australian 
Aborigines as a throwing club that can be thrown so as to 
return to the thrower. 2. something, as a scheme, that 
does injury to the person who started it: His call for 
greater efficiency turned out to be a boomerang when liis 
own department was shown to be the least efficient. —v. 
3. to cause harm to the person who starts an action; 
backfire: [no obj]: The plan boomeratiged when we were 
trapped instead of our victim. [~ + on + obj): The plan 
boonieranged on us. 

boon (boon) /buwn/ n. [comnt; usually singilar) 1l. 
something to be thankful for; a blessing; benefit: The 
lower fares are a boon to senior citizens. 2. something 
that is asked for; a favor. 

boon-docks (bõon/doks/) /‘buwn,doks/ n. [the + ~ a 
remote area: Instead of promoting hitu, they sent hint off 
to the booridocks. 

boon-dog-gle = (ba6n/dog/al, -d6’gal) /'buwn,dogol, 
-,dogol/ n., v., -gled, -gling. —n. [count] 1. work of no 
real value done to look busy, esp. a government project. 
—v. 2. [~ + obj] to deceive or attempt to deceive: We 
were all boondoggled by his fast talk. 3. (no obj] to do 
work of little value merely to keep or look busy. 
—boon/dog’gler, n. Lcount] 

boon-ies (bOo0/n€z) /‘buwntyz/ n. (the + ~] Informal. a 
remote area; the boondocks: transferred him to the 
boonies. 
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boor (bòõór) /bur/ n. [count] a rude, impolite, or unman- 
nerly person. —boor/ish, adj. —boor/ishely, adv. 
—boor/ish-ness, n. [count] 

boost (boost) /buwst/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to lift by pushing 
from below: / boosted the youngster into the top of her 
bunk bed. 2. to help (someone) by speaking well of: 
boosted his friend as likely to win the election. 3. to in- 
crease; raise: to boost prices. —n. [count] 4. an upward 
shove or raise; lift: gave him a little boost into his high- 
chair. 5. an increase; rise: a boost in prices. 6. an act or 
remark that helps one’s morale, efforts, etc.: After praise 
from the coach, the whole team felt a boost in rorale. 

boost-er (boo/ster) /‘buwstar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that boosts, esp. an energetic supporter: The presi- 
dent's biggest booster was the senator from his home 
state. 2. the first stage of a rocket and the principal 
source of thrust. 3. Also called boost’er shot’. a dose of 
a medicine given to maintain a previous one: a booster 
Shot for tetanus. 

boot? (boot) /buwt/ n. [count] 1. a strong, heavy shoe for 
the foot and all or part of the leg: hiking boots, winter 
boots. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. a shoe, esp. one of 
rubber worn over another shoe for protection against 
wetness, etc. 3. Brit. the trunk of an automobile. 4. a 
metal device used on an illegally parked car that, when 
attached to a wheel, keeps it from moving. 5. a U.S. Navy 
or Marine recruit. 6. a kick: a quick boot to the ball. 7. 
the boot, Slang. a dismissal or discharge: to give some- 
one the boot for always being late. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
kick; drive by kicking: booted the ball all the way to the 
goal line. 9. to fumble or fail to catch (a baseball): 
booted several easy ground balls. 10. to put boots on; 
equip or provide with boots. 11. Also, bootstrap. to 
start (a computer) by loading the operating system: Put 
in your starting disk and boot the computer by pressing 
Control. 12. Slang. to dismiss; discharge: He was booted 
from his third job in a month. —Idiom. 13. die with 
one’s boots on, to die while active in one’s work; esp., in 
battle. 14. get the boot, /nformal. to be fired from a 
job: He got the boot after only five months. 15. lick 
someone’s boots, to flatter (someone) too much; toady: 
always licking the managers boots. 

boot? (boot) /buwt/ n. [noncount) —Idiom. to boot, in 
addition; besides: My best friend is charming, witty, and a 
doctor to boot. 

boot’ camp’, n. a camp for training U.S. Navy or Ma- 
rine recruits: [no article}: He went to boot camp for six 
weeks. [count]: He went to several boot carnps as part of 
his fact-finding mission. 

boot-ee (boo0’té) /‘buwtiy/ n. [count], pl. -tees. Also, 
bootie. a baby’s socklike shoe, usually knitted or cro- 
cheted. 

booth (booth) /buw0/ n. [count], pl. booths (boothz, 
booths). 1. a stall or small tent for the sale or display of 
goods: booths at the flea market. 2. a small compart- 
ment or boxlike room intended for a specific use by one 
occupant: a telephone booth; a voting booth. 3. a partly 
enclosed compartment, as in a restaurant: Do you want 
to sitin a booth or at the counter? 

boot-leg (boct/leg’) /‘buwt,leg/ n, v, -legged, -leg: 
ging, adj. —n. [noncount) 1. alcoholic liquor unlawfully 
made, sold, or transported. 2. something, such as a CD, 
made, reproduced, or sold unlawfully. —v. 3. to make, 
transport, sell, or deal in (goods) unlawfully: [~ + obj]: 
They bootlegged the tapes for huge profits. [no obj]: 
bootlegging for years before anyone noticed. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 4 made, sold, or transported unlawfully: 
bootleg whiskey. —boot/leg’ger, n. (count) 
boot-strap (boot’strap’) /‘buwt,strep/ n, adj, v., 
-strapped, -strap-ping. —n. [count] 1. a loop sewn at 
the top or on each side of a boot to make it easier to pull 
the boot on. —adj. [before a noun] 2. relying on one’s 
own efforts: mounted a bootstrap operation running for 
Office. —v. [~ + obj] 3. Computers. spoot' (def. 12). 
—Idiom. 4. pull oneself up by one’s (own) boot- 
straps, to become a success through one’s own efforts: 
The congressman Claimed that he had pulled himself up 
by his own bootstraps. 

boo-ty (boo’té) /‘buwtiy/ n. [noncount) valuable things 
or goods taken by thieves or from an enemy in war; 
plunder; pillage: slaves and gold taken as booty. 

booze (booz) /buwz/ n., v., boozed, booz-ing. Informal. 
—n. 1. [noncount) any alcoholic drink, as whiskey: “Too 
much booze,” she mumbled. 2. [count] time spent 
drinking alcoholic drinks: in a foggy booze of partying. 
—y. [no Obj) 3. to drink alcoholic liquor to excess: went 
out boozing late last night. —-Idiom. 4. booze it up, 
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[no obj] to drink excessively: were boozing it up all mght 
long. —booz/er, n. (count) 

bop: (bop) /bnp/ n., v, bopped, bop-ping. —n. [non- 
count) 1. Also called bebop. jazz music characterized by 
dissonant harmonies, fast speeds, and complex rhythms 
and melodies. —v. [no obj] 2. to dance to bop music. 3. 
Slang. to move, go, or proceed: They bopped down the 
street. 

bop? (bop) /bnp/ v., bopped, bop-ping, n. Slang. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to strike, as with the fist or a stick; hit: cartoon 
characters bopping each other on the head. —n. [count] 
2. a blow: a few bops on the head. 

bop-per (bop/er) /'bopor/ n. TEENYBOPPER. 

bo-rax (bôr/aks, -aks, bōr/-) /'boræks, -aks, 'bowr-/ n. 
[noncount] white powder used as a cleansing agent. 

bor-del-lo (bôr del’5) /bor'delow/ n. [count], pl. -los. a 
brothel. 

bor-der (bér/dar) /'bordar/ n. [count] 1. the part or edge 
of a surface that forms its outer boundary: a book with a 
red cover and a black border; a border of flowers across 
their front lawn. 2. the line that separates one country, 
province, etc., from another: The border between the two 
countries cuts across this mountain range. 3. the land 
that lies along the boundary line: The pilots were able to 
flee across the border into Switzerland. —v. 4. [~ + obj] 
to form a border along: Tall trees bordered the road. 5. 
to lie on the border (of); share a border (with): [~ + obj): 
Sweden borders Norway and Finland. [~ + on + obj): 
Sweden borders on Norway and Finland. 6. border on, 
[~ + on + obj] to approach (something) closely in char- 
acter; be almost the same as: This ridiculous situation 
borders on comedy. —Syn. See BOUNDARY. 

bor-der-line (bér/dar lin’) /‘bordar,layn/ n. [count] 1. 
Also, bor/der line’. a boundary line; something marking 
a division. 2. [usually singular] an uncertain condition 
between one situation and another: at the borderline of 
sleep and wakefulness. —adj. (before a noun) 3. on or 
near a border or boundary. 4. not quite meeting ac- 
cepted standards: borderline alcoholism (= in between 
alcoholism and its absence). | had several borderline ap- 
plications to decide on; should we interview them or not? 

bore’ (bdr, bor) /bor, bowr/ v., bored, bor-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to pierce (a solid substance) with a drill: [~ + obj]: 
bored a hole into the wall. [no obj): bored through the 
walls. 2. [~ + obj] to make (a tunnel, etc.) by cutting 
through a core of material: bored a tunnel under the 
English Channel. 3. [~ + through + obj) to move for- 
ward slowly and steadily: bored through the crowd of 
people. 4. [~ + into + obj) to look or stare deeply at: 
Her eyes bored straight into mine. —n. 5. [count] a hole 
made by boring. 6. [after a number] the inside diameter 
of a hole or hollow round object, such as a gun barrel: a 
12-bore shotgun (= a shotgun in which the gun barrel is 
12 gauge in diameter). 

bore? (b6r, bor) /bor, bowr/ v., bored, bor-ing, n. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to make (someone) weary by dullness, etc.: 
The long speech bored me. —n. [count] 2. a dull, tire- 
some, or uninteresting person: Shes such a bore. 3. 
something that causes boredom or annoyance: The play 
was a bore. —Related Words. Bore is a noun and a 
verb, BORING and BoRED are adjectives, BOREDOM is a noun: 
He's a terrible bore. The movie bored him. The movie 
was boring. The bored students fell asleep during his lec- 
ture. The kids were dying of boredom, cooped up in the 
house all day. 

bore? (bôr, bor) /bor, bowr/ v. a pt. Of BEAR’. 

bored (b6rd, bord) /bord, bowrd/ adj. made tired by 
dullness: bored kids at home watching TV. [be + ~ + 
with): students bored with the substitute teacher. 

bore-dom (bôr/dəm, bor/-) /‘bordam, 'bowr-/ n. [non- 
count] the state of being bored: the boredom of staying 
home every day. 

bor-er (bor/ar, bor’-) /‘borar, 'bowr-/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that pierces. 2. a tool used for boring; 
auger. 

bo/ric acid (bôr/ik, bor’-) /'borik, 'bowr-/ n. [non- 
count] a white, crystalline acid, H,BO,, used chiefly in 
making ceramics. 

boring (bOr/ing, bor/-) /'borin, ‘bowr-/ adj. causing 
boredom: a boring speech; a boring teacher. —bor/- 
ingely, adv.: a boringly useless speech. 

born (born) /born/ adj. 1. [be + ~) brought forth by 
birth: was born on October 27. 2. [be + ~] brought into 
existence: Thats when the idea was born. 3. possessing 
from birth the quality or character stated: [before a 
noun): a born musician; a born loser. [be + ~ + to + 
verb]: | was born to love her. 4. (used after a place name 
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and before a noun to describe where the noun that fol- 
lows was born): a Germari-born scientist (= a scientist 
who was born in Germany) —v. 5. a pp. of sear’. 
—Idiom. 6. be born of, [~ + obj) to exist as a result 
of: He finished the task witli a speed that was born of ex- 
perience. 7. be born yesterday, to be naive or inexperi- 
enced: Dont tell me your dog ate your lormework,; I 
wasn't born yesterday. —Usage. See sear’. 

born/-again’, adj. [often: before a noun) 1. pledging 
oneself to (Christian) faith through an intensely religious 
experience: became a born-again Christian after the or- 
deal. 2. characterized by newly adopted enthusiasm: be- 
came a born-again conservative. 

borne (b6rn, born) /born, bowrn/ v. a pp. of BEAR'. 
—Usage. See sear’. 

bo-ron (bôr/on, bōr/-) /'boron, 'bowr-/ n. [Honcount] a 
nonmetallic element occurring in nature only in combina- 
tion, as in borax or boric acid, and used in alloys and nu- 
clear reactors. 

bor-ough (biir/6, bur/d) /‘bsrow, 'barow/ n. [count] 1. 
(in certain U.S. states) a self-governing town or village. 2. 
One of the five counties of New York City: The Bronx is 
one of the borouglis of New York City. 3. (in Great Brit- 
ain) a. a self-governing, incorporated urban community. 
b. a town or constituency represented by a Member of 
Parliament. 

bor-row (bor/d, bôr/ō) /'bnrow, 'borow/ v. 1. to obtain 
(something) with a promise to return it: [~ + obj): Can I 
borrow a pencil? [no obj}: Consumers should avoid bor- 
rowing. 2. [~ + obj] to take or adopt as one’s own: Eng- 
lish borrowed many words from French. 3. (in subtrac- 
tion) to take from one column (such as the tens column) 
and add to the next lower column (such as the ones or 
units column): [~ + obj}: 24 minus 9. Let's see. Borrow 
one ten and add it to the four to get fourteen, then sub- 
tract nine from fourteen, that’s five. [no obj]: Did you 
learn how to borrow yet in school? —bor/roweer, n. 
(count): Big borrowers won't get a tax break. —Usage. 
Compare sorrow and tend. One way to keep the mean- 
ings distinct is to think of Borrow as “take,” while LEND is 
“give.” So you can borrow something you don't have, and 
you Can /erid something you do have. 

bor-row-ing (bor/6 ing, bôr/-) /borowin, 'bor-/ n. 1. 
(noncount] the act of borrowing money: Government 
does too much borrowing and spending. 2. [count] 
something borrowed, as a foreign word or phrase: in 
Swaltili some days of the week are borrowings from Ara- 
bic. 

borscht (bôrsht) /borft/ also borsch (b6rsh) /borf/ 
borshch (bôrsh, bôrshch) /borf, borftf/ n. [moncount] 
any of various E European soups made with beets. 

bosh (bosh) /bpf/ n. (noncount] nonsense: No one be- 
lieves that; it’s just bosh. 

bo’s’n (b0/san) /'bowsan/ n. BOATSWAIN. 

bossom (bd6z’am, bdd/zam) /'buzam, 'buwzəm/ n. 
[count] 1. the breast of a human being: The father held 
the baby to his bosom. 2. the breasts of a woman: She 
had a large bosom and wide hips. 3. the part of a gar- 
ment that covers the breast. 4. the breast thought of as 
the center of feelings or emotions; the soul; the heart: 
Anger lay in her bosom. 5. a state of enclosing warmth 
or closeness: taken into the bosom of the family. —adj. 
6. [before a noun] intimate or confidential: a bosom 
friend. 

bos-om-y (bòóz/ə mē, bd0/za-) /'buzamiy, 'buwzo-/ adj. 
having a large bosom: a bosomy woman. 

boss (bôs, bos) /bos, bns/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
employs or superintends workers: He was my boss for 
four years. 2. a politician who controls a party organiza- 
tion: the boss of the South Side. 3. a person who is in 
charge: Who's tlie boss in this house? —v. 4. [~ + obj] 
to be master of or over; control: likes to boss the show. 
5. to order around in an unfriendly and arrogant way: [~ 
+ obj + around): She likes to boss lier kids around. [~ 
+ around + obj): to boss around the kids. 

bos-sa no-va (bos/a nd/va, bô/sə) /'bns'ə nowvo, 'boso/ 
n., pl. bossa no-vas. 1. [noncount] jazz-influenced mu- 
sic from Brazil, related in rhythm to the samba. 2. 
[count] a dance performed to this music. 

boss+y (bô/sē, bos/é) /'bosiy, 'bnsiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 
given to ordering people about; domineering. —boss- 
ily (bô/sə lē, bos/a-) /'bəsəliy, 'bnso-/ adv. —boss/i- 
ness, n. [noricount) 

bo-sun (b0/san) /'bowsən/ n. BOATSWAIN. 

bot., an abbreviation of: 1. botanical. 2. botanist. 

-botan-, root. -botan- comes from Greek, where it has 


born-again to bottom 


the meaning “plant, herb.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BOTANICAL, BOTANIST, BOTANY. 

bo-tan-i-cal (bə tan/i kəl) /bə'tænıkəl/ adj. (usually: be- 
fore a nonn) Also, bo-tan/ic. 1. of, relating to, or derived 
from plants: beautiful botanical gardens. 2. of or relating 
to botany: botanical researcli. See -BOTAN-. 

bot-a-nist (bot/n ist) /‘botnist/ r. [count] a specialist in 
botany. See -sotan-. 

bot-asny (bot/n @) /'bntniy/ m. [rorcount] the biological 
science of plant life. See -BOTAN-. 

botch (boch) /bntf/ v. 1. to spoil by poor or clumsy 
work; bungle: [~ + obj]: He botched the throw to first 
base. [~ + up + obj}: He botched up every job we gave 
him. [~ + obj + up): He botched it up; I can tell. {no 
obj, ~ + up): He always botclies up. —n. [count] 2. a 
poor piece of work; mess; bungle: He’s made a real 
botch of that paint job. 

both (both) /bow0/ adj. [before a noun) 1. [~ + (the +) 
Plural noun] one and the other; two together: / met both 
sisters. | met both the sisters. —pron. 2. the one as well 
as the other: Both were ill. I'll work or play but I can't do 
both. [~ + of]: Both of us were ill. | want to see both of 
you now, —conj. 3. alike; equally: | amı both ready atid 
willing. | can speak both Englisli and Russian. 

both-er (both/ar) /‘bndar/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to give trouble 
to: Noise bothers me. 2. [~ + obj} to bewilder; confuse: 
His inability to get the joke bothered him. 3. to worry; 
distress: [/t + ~ + obj + that clause): It bothers me that 
no one told us the bus wouldr't show up. 4. [used with a 
negative word or plirase, or in questions] to take the 
trouble; trouble or inconvenience oneself: [~ + about/ 
with + obj): Don't bother with her; she's just a kid. [~ + 
to + verb]: Dorit bother to call. (~ + verb-ing]: Should | 
bother finishing this book? —n. 5. [noncount] something 
or someone troublesome: some bother with our neigh- 
bor that required us to call the police. 6. [noncount] ef- 
fort, work, or worry: Gardening takes more bother than 
is worth. 7. (count; usually singular) a worried or per- 
plexed state: Dont get into such a bother! —interj. 8. 
Chiefly Brit. (used to express mild irritation): Oh bother! 
I've dropped my pen. —Idiom. 9. can't be bothered, 
(used to emphasize that the action that follows is unnec- 
essary): She can't be bothered drying all those dishes. 

both-er-some (both’ar sam) /'bnðərsəm/ adj. causing 
worry; troublesome: a bothersome problem. 

bot-tle (bot/l) /'bnt|/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. [count] 1. a 
container for holding liquids, having a neck and mouth 
and made of glass or plastic: Bring your empty bottles 
back to the store. 2. the contents or capacity of such a 
container: to drink a whole bottle of wine. 3. bottled milk 
formulas or substitutes given to infants instead of moth- 
ers milk: raised on the bottle. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to put 
into or seal in a bottle: to bottle grape Juice. 5. bottle 
up, [~ + up + obj) to hold in, control, or keep back: 
Dont bottle up your anger; let it out. [~ + Obj + up]: to 
bottle it up inside. —Idiom. 6. hit the bottle, Slang. to 
drink alcohol to excess: He's hitting the bottle again; you 
can tell from the way he walks. 

bottleneck (bot/l nek’) /‘bntl,nek/ n. [count] 1. a nar- 
row passageway, such as on a highway where lanes 
merge, Causing traffic to slow or stop: tle bottleneck on 
the bridge where tolls are collected. 2. a place or stage 
at which progress is slowed: hit a bottleneck in the pro- 
duction of that new drug. 

bot-tom (bot/am) /'bntam/ n. [count; usually: the + ~| 
1. the lowest or deepest part of anything: tle bottom of a 
page. 2. the under or lower side; underside: the bottom 
of a keyboard. 3. (singular; the + ~ the ground under a 
body of water: found the gangsters body at the bottom 
of the river. 4. the end farthest from an entrance: the far 
end: the house at the bottom of the road. 5. the seat of 
a chair: a piece of gum on the bottom of the chair. 6. In- 
formal. the buttocks; rump. 7. bottoms, (plural; used 
with a plural verb] the trousers or pants of a pair of pa- 
jamas: The pajama bottoms liave a drawstring around 
the waist. 8. the second half of an inning in baseball: the 
bottom of the sixth. 9. the lowest level of dignity or sta- 
tus: The workers at the bottom do all the work. —v. 10. 
bottom out, [70 obj) to reach the lowest state or level: 
The sagging economy lias finally bottorned out. —adj. 
[before a nour) 11. of or relating to the bottom; on or at 
the bottom: the bottom floor. 12. lowest: the bottom 
button on a shirt. —Idiom. 13. at bottom, in reality; 
basically: a nice guy at bottom, 14. at the bottom of, 
really Causing; responsible for: Who is at the bottom of 
all these leaks to the niedia? 15. bet one’s bottom dol- 
lar, a. to bet the last of one’s money or resources. b. to 
be positive or assured: You car bet your bottom dollar Vil 
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be on time to receive the money! 16. bottoms up. This 
expression is used before swallowing a drink: “Bottoms 
up,” he said and downed his drink. 17. from the bot- 
tom of one’s heart, very sincerely: / want to thank you 
front the bottom of my heart. 18. get to the bottom of, 
[~ + obj] to determine the cause of: wanted to get to 
the bottom of this mystery. 

bot-tom-less (bot/am lis) /‘botamlis/ adj. 1. lacking a 
bottom. 2. very deep: the bottomless ocean. 3. seem- 
ingly unlimited: a bottomless supply of money. 4. a. 
nude or nearly nude below the waist: a bottomless 
dancer. b. featuring bottomless entertainers: a bottom- 
less bar. 

bot’tom line’, n. [count] 1. the last line of a financial 
statement, used for showing net profit or loss. 2. the de- 
ciding or crucial factor: The bottom line is the president 
doesn't want to lire you. 3. the result or outcome: The 
bottom line was the same: The Jets lost again. —bot/- 
tom-line’, adj. (usually before a noun): a bottom-line 
mentality, interested only in profits or losses. 

bot-uslism (boch’s liz’am) /'botfa,lizam/ n. [noncount) 
a sometimes fatal disease caused by eating preserved 
foods that have been spoiled. 

bou-doir (boo’dwar, -dwor) /‘buwdwar, -dwor/ n. [count] 
a woman's bedroom or private sitting room. 

bouf-fant (boo fant’) /buw'fant/ adj. (usually before a 
noun) 1. puffed out; full: a bouffant hairstyle. —n. 
[count] 2. a woman’s hairstyle in which the hair has an 
overall puffed-out appearance. 

bough (bou) /baw/ n. [count] a branch of a tree, esp. 
one of the larger branches. 

bought (bdt) /bot/ v. a pt. and pp. of Buy. 

bouillabaisse (boo’ya bas’, bodl/-) /,buwya'beys, 
ibuwl-/ n. a stew containing several kinds of fish and 
shellfish: [noncount]: Some bouillabaisse would be nice. 
(count): She prepared a magnificent bouillabaisse for her 
guests. 

bouil-lon (bddl’yon, bd6/-) /‘bulyon, 'buw-/ n. [noncount) 
a clear broth made by straining the liquid in which beef, 
chicken, fish, etc., has been cooked. 

boul-der (bol’der) /‘bowldar/ n. (count) a large rounded 
or worn rock. 

boul-e-vard (bdol’a vard’) /‘bulo,vard/ n. (count) a 
broad avenue in a City, usually having areas at the sides 
or center for trees, grass, Or flowers. 

bounce (bouns) /bawns/ v., bounced, bounc:ing, n. —v. 
1. to (cause to) strike a surface and rebound: [no obj]: 
The box bounced down the stairs. (~ + off + obj]: The 
ball bounced off the wall and I caught it. [~ + obj]: He 
bounced the ball, took aim, and shot. 2. [no obj] to 
move or walk in a lively manner: She bounced out of the 
room, overjoyed that we would be getting a dog. 3. [no 
obj] (of a check) to be refused payment by a bank be- 
cause there is not enough money in one’s account: Your 
last check bounced and we won't accept another. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to refuse or be unable to pay money on (a check) 
because there is not enough money in one’s account: 
He's bounced a few checks. 5. [~ + obj] Slang. to eject, 
expel, or dismiss (someone) quickly or with force: They 
bounced him from the club for making trouble. 6. 
bounce back, [no obj] to recover quickly: She was pretty 
il with the flu, but she bounced back nicely. —n. 7. 
[count] a bound or rebound: He caught the ball and 
threw it on two bounces to second base. 8. [noncount] 
ability to rebound: This ball has more bounce when it is 
inflated properly. 9. [noncount] vitality; energy; liveliness: 
a bounce in his step after the good news. 10. the 
bounce, [noncount] Slang. a dismissal, rejection, or ex- 
pulsion. 

bounc-er (boun/sear) /‘bawnsor/ n. [count] one who is 
employed at a bar, etc., to remove or eject disorderly 
persons. 

bounc-ing (boun/sing) /'bawnsin/ adj. [before a noun) 
stout, strong, or active: gave birtli to a bouncing baby 
boy. 

bouncy (boun/sé) /‘bawnsiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. tend- 
ing to bounce or bounce well. 2. resilient: a carpet that is 
bouncy underfoot. 3. animated; lively: a bouricy, bubbly 
personality. 

bound’ (bound) /bawnd/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. Of BIND. 
—adj. 2. tied; in bonds: a bound prisoner. 3. made fast 
as if by a band or bond. 4. secured within a cover, as a 
book: a bound book. 5. (usually: be + ~] under an obli- 
gation: Even the police are bound by laws. [~ + to + 
verb): I felt bound to tell you what they say about you. 6. 
[be + ~ + to + verb] certain; sure: He's so fast he's 
bound to win the race. (It + be + ~ + to + verb): It is 


88 


bound to happen. —Idiom. 7. bound up with or in, 
[be + ~ + obj) a. very closely connected with: Her fu- 
ture is too bound up with his career. b. devoted or at- 
tached to: I've been bound up in this project for years. 

bound? (bound) /bawnd/ v. [no obj] 1. to move by leaps; 
jump: He bounded out the door. 2. to rebound; bounce: 
He started to fall, but then bounded off the wall as he 
went down. —n. (count) 3. a leap onward or upward; 
jump: With a great bouud, the dog flew out the window. 
4. a rebound; bounce. 

bound? (bound) /bawnd/ n. (count) 1. Usually, bounds. 
[plural] limit or boundary: within the bounds of reason. 
—v. (usually: be + bounded by) 2. to limit by or as if by 
bounds: Spain is bounded on the east by Portugal. 
—Idiom. 3. in bounds, within official boundaries: They 
ruled that the player was in bounds. 4. out of bounds, 
a. beyond or past official boundaries: threw the ball out 
of bounds. b. forbidden; prohibited: Drinking alcoholic 
beverages is out of bounds for her. 

bound’ (bound) /bawnd/ adj. [be + ~ + for] going or 
intending to go; destined; heading for: The train is bound 
for Denver. 

-bound', combining form. Use 
nouns to mean “stuck or surrounded by (something) 
snow + -bound ~ snowbound (= stuck in and sur- 
rounded by snow). 

-bound?, combining form. Use -bound after words of di- 
rection to indicate “going to; heading toward”: east + 
-bound ~ eastbound (= going to the east; heading to- 
ward the east). 

boundearry (boun/da rē, -dré) /‘bawndariy, -driy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. something that indicates bounds or 
limits, as a line: A mountain range forms a natural 
boundary between the two countries. —Syn. BOUNDARY, 
BORDER, FRONTIER refer to something that divides one ter- 
ritory, state, country, etc., from another. BOUNDARY most 
often refers to a line on a map; it may be a physical fea- 
ture, such as a river: Boundaries on this map are shown 
in red. BorodeER refers to a political or geographic dividing 
line; it may also refer to the region next to the actual 
line: crossing the Mexican border. FRONTIER refers specifi- 
cally to a border between two countries or the region ad- 
joining this border: Soldiers guarded the frontier between 
Russia and China. 

bound-er (boun/dar) /‘bawndar/ n. (count) an unprinci- 
pled man; cad. 

bound-less (bound/lis) /‘bawndlis/ adj. having no 
bounds; unlimited: her boundless energy and enthusi- 
asm. 

boun-te-ous (boun/’té as) /‘bawntiyas/ adj. 1. giving 
freely; generous: a bounteous patron of the arts. 2. freely 
given; plentiful; abundant: a bounteous crop. —boun/te- 
ous-ly, adv. —boun/te-ous-ness, n. [noncount): over- 
whelmed by the bounteousness of this great country. 

boun-ti-ful (boun/ta fal) /‘bawntoafal/ adj. 1. generous in 
giving gifts or favors. 2. abundant; ample; plentiful: a 
bountiful supply; a bountiful harvest. —boun/ti-ful-ly, 
adv. —boun‘ti-ful-ness, n. (noncount): overwhelmed by 
the bountifulness of the people. 

boun-ty (boun/’té) /‘bawntiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [count] a 
payment offered by a government for doing something: 
The bounty for a captured snake would be about $50.00. 
2. [noncount] generosity: noted for her bounty to the 
arts. 

bou-quet (bo ka’, boo- for 1; bdo ka’ for 2) /bow'key, 
buw- for 1; buw'key for 2/ n. (count) 1. a bunch of ar- 
ranged flowers: The bride carried a bouquet of pink ro- 
ses. 2. the characteristic aroma of a wine, etc.: This 
newly arrived wine has a distinctive bouquet. 

bour-bon (bûr/bən) /!bsrben/ n. [noncount) Also called 
bour’bon whis/’key. a straight whiskey distilled from 
corn: Bourbon was originally the corn whiskey from 
Bourbon County, Kentucky. 

bour-geois (bòr zhwa/) /bur'3wa/ n., pl. -geois, adj. 
—n. [count] 1. a member of the bourgeoisie. 2. a person 
interested in material things and concerned with respect- 
ability. —adj. 3. belonging to or characteristic of the mid- 
dle class: typically bourgeois values. 4. characterized by 
or concerned with material things and respectability. 

bour-geoi-sie (bdorzhwa zé’) /,bur3zwa'ziy/ n. [non- 
count, usually: the + ~) 1. the middle class. 2. (in Marx- 
ist theory) the property-owning capitalist class, who by 
definition are in conflict with the working class. 

bout (bout) /bawt/ n. [count] 1. a contest, as of boxing; 
match. 2. a period or spell: a bout of illness. 

bourtique (boo ték’) /buw'tiyk/ n. [count] a small shop, 
esp. one that sells fashionable items. 
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bou-zourki (bó 260/ké) /bu'zuwkiy/ n. [couut], pl. -kis. 
a long-necked, guitarlike musical instrument of Greece. 

bo-vine (b0/vin, -vén) /‘bowvayn, -viyn/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) of or relating to the subfamily of animals that in- 
cludes cattle and buffalo. 2. oxlike; cowlike; dull. 

bow’ (bou) /baw/ v. 1. to bend the knee or body, or to 
incline the head, so as to show respect or greeting: [no 
obj): bowing as the king and queen walked in. [— SF 
down}: bowed down almost to the ground, [~ + obj]: 
bowed his head in prayer. 2. to bend or curve downward: 
[no obj): The pines bowed low in the storm. [~ + obj]: 
The heavy snow bowed the trees down low. 3. to (cause 
to) give in or yield; to (cause to) submit: [~ + to + obj): 
Youll have to bow to the inevitable. (~ + obj; usually: be 
+ bowed): They were bloody but not bowed (= not de- 
feated cornpletely). 4. bow out, [no obj) to withdraw by 
choice; retire: He didnt want to campaign anymore, so 
he decided to bow out. —n. [count] 5. a downward 
movement of the head or body in greeting, thanks, etc.: 
She made a short bow after the play. —Idiom. 6. bow 
and scrape, [no obj] to be overly polite: He was always 
bowing and scraping to the boss. 7. take a bow, to step 
forward or stand up to receive recognition, applause, 
etc.: Stand up, Helen, and take a bow. 

bow? (b6) /bow/ n. [count] 1. a strong, flexible strip of 
wood or other material, bent by a string stretched be- 
tween its ends and used for shooting arrows: hunting 
witht a bow and arrow. 2. a bend or curve: She tied the 
ribbon in a bow. 3. a readily loosened knot for joining 
the ends of a ribbon or string, having two loops: a pretty 
bright bow in her hair. 4. a flexible rod having horsehairs 
that stretch from end to end, used for playing a musical 
instrument like a violin: The musicians all raised their 
bows. —adj. [before a noun) 5. curved outward at the 
center; bent: bow legs. See sowLecceo. —v. 6. to per- 
form with a bow on a stringed instrument: [no obj): She 
hadn't learned to bow smoothly yet. [~ + obj): She tried 
to bow her fiddle but always missed. 

bow? (bou) /baw/ n. [count] 1. the front or forward end 
of a ship or airplane: After the torpedo hit, the bow was 
crushed in. —adj. (usually: before a noun) 2. of or relat- 
ing to the bow of a ship: bow riggings. 

bowd-ler-ize (bōd/lə riz’, boud?-) /‘bowdls,rayz, 
'bawd-/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz*ing. to change (a play, 
novel, or other artistic work) by removing or changing the 
parts considered rude or vulgar: The town council tried 
to bowdlerize that controversial book. —bowd-lerei-za- 
tion (bōd/lə ri za/shan, boud/-) /,bowdlari'zeyfan, 
ibawd-/ n. [count] —bowd/ler-iz’er, n. [count] 

bow-el (bou/al, boul) /‘bawal, bawl/ r. [count] 1. Usu- 
ally, bowels. [p/ural] the intestine: The baby’s bowels are 
out of control. 2. bowels, [plural the inward or interior 
parts: The silver mine was deep in the bowels of the 
earth. —-Idiom. 3. move one’s bowels, to send waste 
matter out through the bowels: The doctor wanted to 
know how often the baby moved her bowels. 

bow/’el move’ment, n. [count] the sending of waste 
matter out through the bowels. 

bow-er (bou/sr) /'bawor/ n. [count] 1. a leafy shelter, as 
in a garden; an arbor. 2. a summer cottage in the 
woods. 

bow/ie knife’ (b0/é, bo0/é) /‘bowiy, ‘buwiy/ n. [count] 
a heavy knife having a long, single-edged blade. 

bowl! (bōl) /bowl/ n. [count] 1. a deep, round dish or 
basin, used chiefly for holding liquids, etc.: Mix the vege- 
tables in the bowl. 2. the contents of a bowl: a bowl of 
cherries. 3. a rounded, cuplike, hollow part: the bowl of 
a pipe. 4. a stadium: At the Hollywood Bowl we watched 
the football game. 

bowl? (bōl) /bowl/ n. 1. [count] a heavy ball used in lawn 
bowling. 2. bowls, [noncount; used with a singular verb) 
LAWN BOWLING: He tried to play bowls but he wasn't any 
good. 3. [count] a delivery of the ball in bowling or lawn 
bowling. —v. 4. [no obj) to play at bowling or lawn bowl- 
ing: He likes to bowl (or go bowling) on Saturday night. 
5. [~ + obj] to roll the ball in bowling, or attain by bowl- 
ing: He bowled the ball smoothly down the lane. She 
bowls a good game. 6. bowl over, a. to surprise greatly: 
[~ + obj + over]: That news really bowled us over. [~ 
+ over + obj): The news really bowled over her friends. 
b. to knock down by crashing into: [~ + obj + over]: He 
nearly bowled us over on his way past. (~ + over + 
Obj): He bowled over the fence and flowers. 

bow-leg-ged (bd/leg/id, -legd’) /'bow,legid, -,legd/ adj. 
having the legs curved outward from the knees: had be- 
come bowlegged after riding a horse all day. —bow/- 
leg’ged-ness, n. (noncount) 
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bowler’ (b0/lar) /bowlər/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
bowls. 2. Cricket. the player who throws the ball to be 
played by the batsman. 

bowl-er? (bō/lər) /'bowlor/ n. DERBY (def. 3). Also, bowl- 
er hat’. 

bowl-ing (bO/ling) /‘bowlin/ 1. [noncount] any of several 
games in which players roll balls at standing objects: 
Bowling was their favorite pastime on Saturday nights. 

bowling green’, n. [count] a level, smooth area 
where the grass has been mowed short for lawn bowling. 

bowman (bō/mən) /'bowmən/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
someone who shoots arrows with a bow; an archer. 

bow-string (bo/string’) /‘bow,strin/ n. [count] 1. the 
string of an archer’s bow. 2. a string on the bow of a 
musical instrument, made of horsehair. 

bow’ tie’ (bd) /bow/ n. [count] a small necktie tied in a 
bow at the collar. 

bow-wow (bou/wou/, -wou’) /‘baw,waw, -'waw/ n. 
[count] 1. the bark of a dog. 2. an imitation of this. 

box! (boks) /bnks/ m. 1. [count] a container with stiff 
sides and often with a lid or cover: They put all their 
books in boxes. 2. [count] the items in a box; the 
amount contained in a box: a box of candy. 3. POST- 
OFFICE BOX. 4. [count] a small, partly enclosed area in a 
theater, etc., in which a few people can sit and watch a 
performance, etc. 5. [count] a small partly enclosed area 
in a courtroom for witnesses or the jury: the witness box. 
6. [count] a small enclosed area or shelter: a sentry’s 
box. 7. [count] a part of a printed page with a square or 
rectangular border, which contains material to read, or a 
Space to be filled in: See the box below for more infor- 
mation. 8. [count] any enclosing, protective case: a fire- 
alarm box. 9. [count] any of various spaces on a baseball 
field marking the playing positions of the pitcher, catcher, 
etc.: stepped into the batters box. —v. [~ + obj) 10. to 
put into a box: The apples were boxed and shipped. 11. 
to keep in or as if in a box; to block or prevent (some- 
one): [~ + obj + in}: They boxed her in. li se Hay 3b 
obj): The company has a policy of boxing in anyone who 
ts female. 

box? (boks) /bnks/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to strike with the hand 
or fist, esp. on the ear. 2. to fight against (someone) ina 
boxing match: [~ + obj): The champ boxed that con- 
tender twice. [no obj): enjoys boxing. 

box? (boks) /bpks/ n. [count] an evergreen shrub or 
small tree having shiny, dark green leaves, used for 
hedges. 

box-car (boks/kär/) /'bpks,kar/ n. 
enclosed railroad freight car. 

box-er (bok/sar) /'boksər/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
fights as a sport; prizefighter. 2. a German breed of me- 
dium-sized, shorthaired dogs with a short, square nose. 
3. boxers, [plural] BOXER SHORTS. 

box/’er shorts’, n. [plural] men's loose-fitting under- 
shorts with an elastic waistband. 

box-ing (bok/sing) /'boksin/ n. [noncount] the act, tech- 
nique, or profession of fighting with the fists. 

box/ing glove’, n. [count] one of a pair of heavily pad- 
ded leather mittens worn by boxers. 

box’ num/ber, n. [count] a number used as a mailing 
address and to which mail is sent, usually to a corre- 
sponding small box in a post office: Put the box number 
in the corner of the envelope. 

box’ of/fice, n. 1. [count] the office of a theater, etc., 
at which tickets are sold: Tickets are available from the 
box office. 2. [noncount] the amount of money from 
tickets purchased for a play, etc.: a good box office last 
night. —box/-of/fice, adj. (usually: before a noun): box- 
office receipts. 

box’ spring’, n. [count] a set of springs used under a 
mattress to form a bed. 

boxy (bok/sé) /'boksiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. like or resem- 
bling a box, esp. in shape: The old boxy sltape for cars 
gave way to a streamlined look. 

boy (boi) /boy/ n. [count] 1. a male child, from birth to 
full growth. 2. a young man who lacks maturity, judg- 
ment, etc.: He's just a boy; he doesn’t know how to act 
around girls. 3. Informal. a grown man, esp. when re- 
ferred to familiarly: / think the boys in the lab need to 
work on this a little longer. 4. a son: We have two boys 
and two girls. 5. a male who is from or native to a given 
place: He's a country boy. 6. Disparaging and Offensive. 
a man considered to be inferior in race, nationality, etc.: / 
made a terrible mistake when | called the waiter over by 
saying, in Greek, “My boy, please corne here.” = interj. 7. 
(used to show wonder or approval or worry, displeasure, 
or contempt): Boy! Just look at that! 
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boy-cott (boi/kot) /‘boykot/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to join to- 
gether in preventing dealings with (a company, etc.), aS a 
means of protest: The reighborliood boycotted the over- 
priced superinarket. 2. to refrain from buying or using 
(something) as a means of protest: urging the public to 
boycott irtiported goods. —n. [count] 3. an instance of 
boycotting: a lettuce boycott. —boy/cott-er, n. [count] 

boy-friend (boi/frend’) /'boy,frend/ n. [count] a male 
with whom someone is having a romantic affair. 

boy-hood (boi/hddd) /'boyhud/ n. the state of being a 
boy; the period of time of being a boy: [noncount): | re- 
meniber my boyhood as a fun-filled time. [count singu- 
lar): a troubled boyhood in difficult times. 

boy-ish (boi/ish) /'boyıf/ adj. of or like a boy; youthful: a 
cute, boyish smile. —boy/ish-ly, adv.: He was boyishly 
polite and yet sliy. —boy/ish-ness, n. [noncount) 

boy’ scout’, n. [count] [somietimies: Boy Scout] a 
member of an organization of boys (Boy’ Scouts’), hav- 
ing as its goals the development of character, self- 
reliance, and usefulness to others. 

boy-sen-berery (boi/zen ber’é, -san-) /‘boyzon,berty, 
-son-/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a fruit like a blackberry with a 
flavor similar to that of a raspberry: boysenberry jam. 

bozo (bō/zō) /'bowzow/ n. [count], pl. -zos. Slang. a 
stupid, rude person: He was a complete bozo during that 
ineeting, clowning and interrupting. 

BPD or B.P.D., an abbreviation of: barrels per day. 

bps or BPS, an abbreviation of: bits per second. 

bra (bra) /bra/ n. [count] a woman's undergarment, worn 
to support the breasts; brassiere. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 

brace (bras) /breys/ n, v, braced, braceing. —n. 
[count] 1. something that holds parts in place, such as a 
clamp; something that helps make something rigid: He 
nailed in a brace to support the beams. 2. Usually, 
braces. [plural] a set of wires or bands attached to the 
teeth, used to straighten crooked teeth: got braces when 
she was twelve. 3. a device on part of a person’s body 
for supporting a weak joint or joints. 4. a pair; couple: a 
brace of birds killed in that hunting trip. 5. one of two 
characters, [or], used to enclose words or lines to be 
considered together. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to furnish, fasten, 
or strengthen with or as if with a brace: He braced the 
sagging wall with a piece of wood. 7. [~ + oneself] to 
prepare (oneself) for something unpleasant: couldn't 
brake in time and braced herself for the crash. 
brace-let (bras/lit) /‘breyslit/ n. [count] an ornamental 
band for the wrist or arm or, sometimes, for the ankle. 
—brace/iet-ed, adj. 

brac-er (bra/ser) /'breysər/ n. 
drink, esp. one of liquor. 
bracing (bra/sing) /'breysin/ adj. stimulating; invigorat- 
ing: the bracing cold. —brac/inge-ly, adv.: a bracingly 
cold day. 

brack-en (brak/an) /'brekon/ n. [noricount) a large fern 
that grows in woods and on hills. 

brack-et (brak/it) /brekit/ n. [court] 1. a supporting 
piece sticking out from a wall to support the weight of a 
shelf, etc., or to reinforce the angle between two pieces. 
2. a wall fixture for holding a lamp, clock, etc. 3. Also 
called square bracket. one of two marks, [ or ], used in 
writing or printing to enclose information added as extra 
but not essential: / put my comments on the side in 
brackets. 4. a grouping, as of persons in relation to their 
income or age: travels in a different social bracket. —v. 
[~ + obj] 5. to furnish with or support by a bracket or 
brackets: He bracketed the fittings with braces. 6. to 
place (words, etc.) within brackets. 7. to group in a Class 
together: The probleins of the inner city were bracketed 
together in that article. 

brackish (brak/ish) /'brækif/ adj. slightly salty or briny: 
brackish water. —brack/ish-ness, 1. Lionconnt] 

bract (brakt) /brieckt/ n. [cout] a leaflike plant part, 
uSually at the base of a flower. 

brad (brad) /bried/ u. [comit] a small, thin nail having ei- 
ther a small, deep head or a projection to one side of the 
head end. 

brag (brag) /bræg/ v., bragged, brag-ging. to boast; to 
say or declare something in a proud way: [No obj; (~ + 
about + obj)]: always bragging about lier wouderfil cliil- 
dren. [~ + that clause]: He bragged that lie had shot a 
lion. —brag’ger, 1. (cout) 

brag-ga-do-ci-o (brag’a dō/shē 07) /,briega'dow/Siy,ow/ 
n., pl -cikos. 1. [noncownt] empty boasting; bragging: 
full of braggedocio. 2. [comt] a boasting person; brag- 
gart: Ie was botl a braggadocio and a liar. 
brag-gart (brag’ərt) /'brægərt/ u. [comit] 


[comt] a stimulating 


one who 


90 


brags: Don't believe everything that braggart tells you 
about his accomplishments. 

Brah-man (brä/mən) /'bramon/ n., pl. -mans. 1. [count] 
Also, Brahmin. a member of the highest class among 
the Hindus. 2. [proper noun] Also, Brahma. (in Hindu- 
ism) the supreme being, the first source and ultimate 
goal of all beings. 3. [count] a breed of cattle developed 
from Indian stock, esp. a grayish American breed. 
—Brah-man-ism, Brah-min-ism, n. (noncount) 

Brah-maeni or Brahemaenee (bra’ma nē) /'bramoniy/ 
n. [count], pl. -nis or -nees, a woman of the Brahman 
class. 

Brahmin (bra/min) /'bramin/ n. [count] 1. BRAHMAN 
(def. 1). 2. (esp. in New England) a person from an old, 
upper-class family. 3. someone who considers himself or 
herself above others: acted like a Brahmin, but deep 
down he was just like everyone else. 

braid (brad) /breyd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to weave together 
three or more strips or strands of (hair, etc.); plait: She 
braided her hair by herself. 2. to form by such weaving: 
They were able to braid a rope. —n. [count] 3. a braided 
length or plait, esp. of hair: She had fastened her hair 
into a braid. 4. a ropelike band formed by plaiting 
strands of silk or other material, used as trimming. 

braid-ed (bra/did) /‘breydid/ adj. decorated with bands 
of braids. 

braid-ing (bra/ding) /'breydin/ n. [noncount] braided 
material or work. 

Braille (bral) /breyl/ n. [noncount; often: braille] a sys- 
tem of writing, devised by L. Braille for use by the blind, 
in which combinations of raised dots stand for letters, 
numbers, punctuation marks, etc., that are read by 
touch. 

brain (bran) /breyn/ n. [count] 1. the mass of nerve tis- 
sue in the head of humans and animals that is the center 
of the nervous system. 2. Sometimes, brains. under- 
standing; intellectual power; intelligence: He has a good 
brain for math. She sometimes acts as if she has no 
brains. 3. brains, Slang. [the + ~; used with a singular 
verb] a member of a group who is regarded as having 
the intelligence necessary to lead: Who was the brains 
behind this evil plot? 4. Informal. an extremely intelligent 
person: She's a real brain in chemistry. —v. [~ + obj) 5. 
Slang. to hit or bang on the head: What are you doing, 
braining your little brother? —Idiom. 6. beat or rack 
one’s brains (out), [no obj] Informal. to try very hard to 
work out a problem, remember something, etc.: beat her 
brains out trying to come up with a fair solution. 7. beat 
someone's brains out, [no obj] to injure by hitting or 
beating very hard, as by hitting on the head: She leaped 
on top of hiin and beat his brains out. 8. pick some- 
one’s brains, to obtain information by questioning an- 
other person: didn't prepare for the exam but counted on 
picking his roommate's brains. 

brain-child (bran/child’) /‘breyn,tfayld/ n. [count], pl. 
-chil-edren. a product of one’s thinking or planning: The 
school play was his brainchild, not mine. 

brain’-dead/’ or brain’ dead’, adj. having undergone 
brain death: She was brain-dead on arrival at the hospi- 
tal. 

brain’ death’, n. [noncount]) complete stopping of 
brain function: Brain death is sometimes sed as a legal 
definition of death. 

brain’ drain’, sı. [count] a loss of trained professionals 
to another company, etc., that offers greater opportunity, 
etc.: the brain drain from poor countries to rich ones. 

brain-less (bran/lis) /‘breynlts/ adj. lacking intelligence 
or good sense; stupid; foolish. 

brain-storm (bran/’st6rm’) /‘breyn,storm/ n. [count] 1. a 
sudden inspiration or idea: She suddenly got a brain- 
storm: pin the crime on her lover and escape with the 
money. —v. 2. [no obj] to engage in brainstorming: They 
brainstorrned for most of the morning. 3. [~ + obj] to 
subject (a problem) to brainstorming: The research team 
brainstormed tlie problem all day. 

brainestormeing (brān/stôr/ming) /'breyn,stormin/ n. 
[roncount] a group technique for solving problems, 
coming up with new ideas, etc., by meeting together and 
allowing almost any idea to be brought up. 

brain-teas-er (bran/té/zer) /'breyn,tiyzor/ n. [Count] a 
puzzle whose solution requires thought. 

brain’ trust’, n. [count; usually singular) a group of 
experts from different fields who act as unofficial consult- 
ants on matters of policy and strategy: The candidate 
gathered her brain trust around lier. 

brainewash (bran’wosh’, -wôsh/⁄) /'breyn,wofJ, -,wof/ v. 
to force (someone) to go through brainwashing; to put 
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(someone) through brainwashing: [~ + obj): The enemy 
brainwashed all its prisoners in special cells. [se @yey) tr 
into}: They brainwashed the captured pilot into believing 
he was a CIA agent. 

brain-wash-ing (bran’wosh/ing, -w6/shing) /'breyn- 
WoJiN, -,wofig/ n. [noncount] 1. a method of forcing 
Someone to change attitudes or beliefs, esp. through 
psychological techniques: endured cruel brainwashing for 
years. 2. any method of controlling someone's attitudes 
or beliefs, esp. one based on mindless repetition or in- 
duced confusion: protested that the cult had Subjected 
their daughter to brainwashing. 

brain’ wave’, n. (count) 1. Usually, brain waves. [p/u- 
ral] electrical currents or force given off by the brain 
when it is active: a special device to record the activity of 
brain waves during dreaming. 2. BRAINSTORM (def. 1). 

brainy (bra/né) /‘breyniy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. Informal. 
intelligent; clever; intellectual: / liked her: she was brainy, 
beautiful, and kind. —brain/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

braise (braz) /breyz/ v. [~ + obj), braised, brais-ing. to 
cook (food) by frying quickly in fat and then simmering in 
liquid in a covered pot. 

brake (brak) /breyk/ n, v., braked, brak-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a device for slowing or stopping a vehicle or 
other moving mechanism, usually by friction. 2. brakes, 
[plural] the drums, shoes, etc., making up such a device 
on a vehicle: The brakes need adjusting. 3. anything that 
has a slowing or stopping effect: He seemed to act like a 
brake on our momentum. —v. 4. to slow or stop by or as 
if by a brake: [~ + obj): He braked the car with a lurch. 
[no obj): She braked carefully in the snow. 

bram-ble (bram/bel) /'bræmbəl/ n. [count] 1. a prickly 
Shrub of the rose family. 2. any rough, prickly shrub. 

bran (bran) /bræn/ n. ([noncount] the flakes that are left 
when grain is ground up. 

branch (branch) /bræntf/ n. [count] 1. an armlike divi- 
sion of the stem of a tree or shrub: The branches of oak 
trees form a V-shape. 2. a limb, section, or division of a 
main system: the branches of a deer's antlers; the 
branches of the armed forces. 3. a local division of a 
business, library, or other organization: The bank has 
several branches in your neighborhood. —v. (no obj) 4. 
to put forth branches; spread in branches: These trees 
branch at heights of fifteen feet. 5. [~ + off} to divide 
into separate parts; diverge: The road branches off to the 
left. 6. branch out, [no obj] to expand or extend in new 
directions: The company branched out into electronics 
and computers. 

brand (brand) /brend/ n. [count] 1. make or version of a 
product, as indicated by a trademark or the like: the best 
brand of coffee. 2. a mark made to indicate kind, grade, 
etc.: They put the T-Bar brand on that cow. 3. BRANDING 
IRON. 4. a distinctive kind or variety: an unfunny brand of 
humor. 5. a burning or partly burned piece of wood. —yv. 
6. [~ + obj] to label or mark with or as if with a brand: 
The cowboys roped the calf and branded it. 7. {~ + obj 
+ obj] to label (someone) as being or having done 
something shameful. 

brand/ing i/ron, n. (count) a long-handled metal rod 
with a stamp at one end, used for branding cattle with a 
symbol. 

bran-dish (bran/dish) /‘brandif/ v. [~ + obj] to shake, 
wave, or display (something), esp. in a threatening way: 
the gunman brandishing his weapon. 

brand’ name’, n. [count] a name, etc., used by a 
company to identify its products or services in a special 
way; trademark: “Kleenex” is a brand name. 
—brand/-name’, adj. (usually: before a noun): brand- 
name products. 

brand-new (bran/noo’, -nydo/, brand/-), /‘bracn'nuw, 
-‘nyuw, 'brænd-/, adj. entirely new: Her brand-new car 
was Stolen the first day she drove it. 

bran-dy (bran/dé) /‘brendiy/ n., pl. -dies. an alcoholic 
drink made from wine or fermented fruit juice: [non- 
count): Brandy certainly has a distinctive aroma. (count): 
Bartender, we'd like three brandies, please. 

brash (brash) /bræf/ adj., -er, -est. 1. impolite or rude; 
tactless: a brash young man. 2. hastily or rashly under- 
taken: a brash decision. 3. energetic or spirited, esp. in 
an irreverent way: a brash new nnisical. —brash/ly, adv. 
—brash/ness, n. (noncount) 

brass (bras) /bra:s/ n. [noncount) 1. a metal alloy of 
copper and zinc: candlesticks made of brass. 2. the 
brass, [used with a plural verb] ornaments, utensils, etc., 
made of brass: We asked the butler to clean the silver 
and the brass. 3. the brass, [used with a plural verb] 
musical instruments made of brass, usually in a band or 
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orchestra: The brass sounded particularly good during 
that piece. 4. the brass, [used with a Plural verb) high- 
ranking military officers: You'd better ask the brass about 
that first. 5. too much self-assurance: impudence: He 
had the brass to claim we had cheated him, whereas he 
had cheated us. —adj. 6. of, made of, or relating to 
brass. 

bras-se-rie (bras/ə ré/) /,braesa'riy/ n. [count] a restau- 
rant or tavern that serves drinks, esp. beer, and simple 
food. 

brass’ hat, n. [count] Informal. a top-ranking army or 
navy officer: The soldiers all dreaded the arrival of the 
brass hats. 

bras-siere or bras-siére (bra zēr/) /bra'ziar/ n. [count] 
a woman's undergarment for supporting the breasts. Also 
called bra. 

brass’ tacks’, n. [phra —Idiom. get down to 
brass tacks, to discuss the most important facts; to 
come to the real business: Let's get down to brass tacks 
here; what must I do to pass this course? 

brass-y (bras/é) ibresiy/ adj., -iser, -iest. 1. made of, 
covered with, or looking like the color of brass. 2. harsh- 
sounding and too loud: brassy notes. 3. loud, too bold, 
or harsh in manners; brazen: his brassy manner at the 
interview. 

brat (brat) /bræt/ n. [count] a child who is annoying, 
spoiled, or impolite. —brat/ty, adj., -ti-er, -ti-est. 

brat-wurst (brat/wirst, brat/-) bretwarst, ‘brat-/ n. a 
Sausage made of pork, spices, and herbs: (noncount): 
They were cooking bratwurst on the grill. (count): IH take 
two bratwursts with mustard. 

bra-va-do (bra va/dd) /bro'vadow/ n. [noncount] an 
overly showy and often false display of courage or bold- 
ness: He tried to answer his accusers with a show of bra- 
vado. 

brave (brav) /breyv/ adj, brav-er, brav-est, leh Wr 
braved, brav-ing. —adj. 1. having or showing courage; 
unafraid of dangerous things: The brave soldier ran for- 
ward and rescued his wounded comrade. —n. 2. the 
brave, [used with a plural verb) brave people: Only the 
brave risk Charging at a machine gun. 3. [count] a war- 
rior, esp. among North American Indians: The chief con- 
sulted with his braves and decided to attack at dawn. 
—v. [7 + obj] 4. to meet or face with courage: He was 
unafraid to brave the dangers of spying. 5. brave it out, 
[no obj] to defy a dangerous or difficult situation: Afer 
he was caught cheating, he met with the dean and tried 
to brave it out. —brave/ly, adv.: acted bravely in the 
face of danger. —Syn. BRAVE, COURAGEOUS, VALIANT, 
FEARLESS refer to facing danger or difficulties with moral 
strength and the willingness to continue or keep on fight- 
ing. BRAVE is a general word that suggests daring and a 
desire to keep going: a brave pioneer. COURAGEOUS im- 
plies a higher or nobler kind of bravery, esp. the bravery 
that results from an inborn quality of mind or spirit: 
Courageous leaders choose to do what is right, not what 
is easiest. VALIANT implies an inner strength that people 
can see in one’s brave deeds, often in battle: a valiant 
knight. FEARLESS implies coolness and a willingness not to 
back down or give up in the face of danger: a fearless 
firefighter. 

brav-ersy (bra/va rē) /breyvoriy/ n. [noncount] brave 
Spirit or conduct; courage; valor. 

bra-vo (brä/vō, bra vō⁄) /‘bravow, bra'vow/ interj., n., pb 
-vos. —interj. 1. (used to praise a performer). —n. 
[count] 2. a shout of “bravo!”: The bravos rang from the 
whole auditorium after the schoot play. 

bra-vurra (bra vydor’a, -vdor’a, bra-) /bra'vyuro, -"vure, 
bra-/ n. (count), pl. -ras. a display of daring; brilliant 
performance. 

brawl (brdl) /brol/ n. [count] 1. a noisy fight in a public 
place: The barroom brawl spilled out into the street. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to fight angrily and noisily: groups of demon- 
Strators brawling in the street. —brawler, n. [count] 

brawn (brôn) /bron/ n. [noncount] 1. strong, well- 
developed muscles: /n those sexy Soap operas lie gets a 
chance to display his brawn. 2. muscular strength: /t was 
4 case Of brains winning out over brawn. 

brawny (brd/né) Ibroniy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. muscular; 
strong: his brawny arms, —brawn/ieness, n. (noncount) 

bray (bra) /brey/ n. [count] 1. the loud cry of a donkey. 
2. any similar sound. —v. 3. to utter a bray: [no obj]: 
The donkey brayed. [~ + obj]: He brayed a warning. 

brazen (bra/zan) /'breyzən/ adj. 1. bold and shameless 
or impudent: brazen disrespect. —Idiom. 2. brazen it 
out or through, [70 obj] to face something shamelessly: 
Even though she was wrong, she went into the meeting 
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determined to brazen it out and get her job back. 
—bra/zen-ly, adv. —bra/zen-ness, n. (noncomnt) 

bra-zier (bra’zhar) /'brey3or/ n. [count] a metal con- 
tainer for holding coals or other fuel, used for cooking or 
for heating a room. 

Bra-zil-ian (bra zil’yan) /bra'zilyon/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son born or living in Brazil. —adj. 2. of or relating to 
Brazil. 

breach (bréch) /briytf/ n. 1. an act of disobeying or vio- 
lating a law or promise: [count]: a breach of promise. 
[noncount]: You are in breach of contract if you do not 
leave the house that you sold. 2. [count] a gap or hole 
made in a wall, fortification, or line of soldiers: found a 
breach in our defenses. 3. [count] a bringing to an end 
of friendly relations: the breach caused during that war, 
when each country supported different sides. —v. [~ + 
obj) 4. to make an opening or hole in (defenses, etc.): In 
minutes the commandos breached our defenses. 

breach’ of the peace’, n. [count] a riot, disturbance, 
or fighting in public. 

bread (bred) /bred/ n. [noncount] 1. a food made of 
baked dough and containing flour, water or milk, and 
yeast: Buy two loaves of bread at the store. See illustra- 
tion at SUPERMARKET. 2. food as a requirement of staying 
alive: livelihood: to earn one’s bread. 3. Slang. money: 1 
had no bread and no way of getting a job. —v. [~ + obj) 
4. to coat (meat, etc.) with breadcrumbs for cooking: 
Bread the veal thoroughly. —Idiom. 5. break bread, 
to eat a meal, esp. with others: They sat down and broke 
bread. 
bread’ and but/’ter, n. [noncount) a basic means of 
income; sustenance: Teaching was his bread and butter. 
—bread/-and-but/ter, adj. [before a noun): housing 
and other bread-and-butter issues. 
bread-bas-ket (bred/bas/kit) /‘bred,beskit/ n. (count) 
an area of a country that produces large amounts of 
grain: The Midwest of the United States is the breadbas- 
ket of the country. 
bread-box (bred’boks’) /'bred,bnks/ n. [count] a con- 
tainer for storing baked goods to keep them fresh. 
bread-crumb (bred/krum’) /‘bred,kram/ n. (count; usu- 
ally pluraf| a crumb of bread, used esp. for stuffing and 
for coating food before cooking. 
bread-fruit (bred/froot’) /‘bred,fruwt/ n. 1. a large 
round fruit from a tree of the mulberry family: [non- 
count): Baked breadfruit tastes a lot like bread. [count]: 
Chop off a few breadfniits. 2. [count] this tree itself. 
breadth (bredth, bretth) /bred0, bretð/ n. 1. the meas- 
ure of the distance from side to side of a solid object; 
width: [noncount]: The table was ten feet in breadth. 
[count]: The breadths of the cohimns varied too much. 
2. [noncount] the extent, scope, or range of something: 
We hired her because of the breadth of her knowledge. 
bread-win-ner (bred/win/er) /'bred,winor/ n. [count] a 
person who earns enough money to support someone: 
Who is the breadwinner in that household? 
break (brak) /breyk/ v., broke (brok) /browk/ bro-ken 
(brō/kən) /'browkoan/ breaking, n. —v. 1. to smash, 
split, or divide into parts violently: [~ + obj]: He took the 
vase and broke it open. {no obj]: The vase broke. 2. to 
(cause to) stop working, as through wear or damage: [~ 
+ obj]: | broke my watch. {no obj]: My watch broke. 3. 
{~ + obj] to disobey or disregard (a law, promise, etc.): 
She broke her promise not to drink. 4. to fracture a 
bone of: [~ + obj]: He broke his arın. [no obj}: His arm 
broke when he fell on it. 5. to burst through (the surface 
of); rupture: [~ + obj]: When you felt you just broke the 
skin, so there's only a little blood. [no obj): The blood 
vessel broke and blood poured out. 6. to interrupt (quiet, 
peace, or some continuing process or activity): [~ + 
obj]: A screain broke the silence. (no obj): Let's break for 
lunch and come back later. 7. to (cause to) come to an 
end: stop: [~ + obj]: He broke radio contact when he re- 
alized he was being intercepted. [no obj]: Radio contact 
broke after just a few moments. 8. [~ + obj] to discover 
the system, etc., for figuring out (a code): During World 
War Il the United States had broken the Japanese war 
codes. 9. [~ + obj] to exchange for, or divide into, 
smaller units: Can you break a ten-dollar bih? 10. [~ + 
obj] to make a way through; penetrate: The stone broke 
the surface of the water. 11. [~ + obj] to escape from, 
esp. by force: to break jail. 12. [~ + obj] to better (a re- 
cord): When he jumped over eight feet he broke the old 
record of 7 feet 10 inches. 13. {~ + obj] to tell or re- 
veal: They broke the news to us gently. 14. {~ + obj] to 
solve: to break a imurder case. 15. [~ + obj] to ruin fi- 
nancially; bankrupt: had made many enemies who 
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worked together to break him. 16. to (cause to) be over- 
come or worn down; (cause to) give in to pressure: [~ + 
obj): The police broke the Spy in just a few hours. [no 
obj): The captured spy broke quickly. 17. [~ + obj] to 
lessen the power or intensity of: In order to break your 
fall, slap your arm against the floor as you go down. 18. 
[~ + obj] to train to obedience; tame: fo break a horse. 
19. [~ + obj + of + obj) to train away from a habit or 
practice: tried to break him of his habit of biting his fin- 
gernails. 20. [~ + obj] to stop the flow of (a current): He 
broke the circuit by disconnecting the wires. 21. to be- 
come detached or disassociated: [~ + from/with + obj): 
decided to break from the past and leave her small town 
for good. 22. to (cause a news item to) be released, 
published, or aired: [no obj]: The story broke the next 
day in most newspapers. [~ + obj]: The reporter prom- 
ised not to break the story. 23. [no obj] to free oneself 
or escape suddenly, as from restraint: She broke free 
and dashed away. 24. to run or dash toward something 
suddenly; force one’s way: [~ + for]: He broke for the 
goal line. [no obj): The hunters broke through the under- 
brush. 25. [no obj] (of the day or dawn) to grow light: 
Day was breaking. 26. [no obj] to appear or begin vio- 
lently and suddenly: After some rumbling in the distance, 
the storm suddenly broke. 27. [no obj] to give way or 
fail, as health or spirit: Her spirit broke when her two 
daughters died so young. 28. (to cause the heart) to be 
overwhelmed with sorrow: [No obj]: His heart broke when 
she married another. [~ + obj]: He broke her heart 
when he married another. 29. [no obj) (of the voice) to 
waver or change tone abruptly, as from emotion or the 
beginning of maturity: When she started to talk about the 
attack, her voice broke. When he turned fourteen his 
voice began to break. 30. to drop, turn, or change direc- 
tion down sharply and considerably: [no obj]: Stock 
prices broke quickly at the New York exchange. [E 
obj]: The pitcher broke his curveball over the plate and 
the batter swung at it. 31. [no obj) to fall or collapse by 
colliding with something: The waves broke on the shore. 
32. [no obj] to make the opening play in pool by scatter- 
ing the racked balls with the cue ball: She won the toss 
to break and the game began. 33. [no obj] to leave the 
starting point in a race: The horses broke from the gate. 
34. break away, [no obj; ~ + away (+ from + obj)) a. 
to leave, esp. suddenly: One of the suspects broke away 
and dashed into the subway station. b. to cut off 
connections with (a group or tradition): decided to break 
away from the Democratic party and form his own. 35. 
break down, a. [no obj] to stop working; fail: The car 
broke down on the highway. b. to cause to collapse or 
stop working: [~ + down + obj]: to break down resist- 
ance. [~ + obj + down): to break it down. c. to sepa- 
rate into component parts: [no obj]: These proteins wilt 
break down in your stomach. [~ + down + obj). En- 
zymes in your stomach break down proteins. [~ + obj + 
down]: Let me break it down (= analyze the situation) for 
you. d. [no obj] to lose control over one’s emotions, esp. 
to cry: just broke down and began sobbing. @. [no obj) 
to have a complete physical or mental collapse. 36. 
break even, [no obj) to finish something with no loss 
and no gain: lucky just to break even this year. 37. 
break in, a. [no obj] to enter a house or property by 
force or unlawfully: The thief broke in yesterday. b. to 
train to a new situation: [~ + in + obj]: He managed to 
break in a new assistant. {~ + obj + in]: He managed to 
break her in in just a few days. c. to wear or use (some- 
thing new) and thereby ease stiffness, tightness, etc.: [~ 
+ in + obj]: to break in his new shoes. [~ + obj + in): 
to break them in. d. (no obj] to interrupt: He broke in 
with an objection. 38. break in on or upon, [~ + in + 
on + obj] to intrude upon: Fm sorry to break in on you 
like this. 39. break into, [~ + into + obj] a. to inter- 
rupt: broke into the conversation and began shouting. b. 
to express (an emotion, etc.) suddenly: broke into a huge 
smile when she saw me. c. to begin making a sound: 
broke into a song. d. to enter (a profession): She broke 
into journalism when she was eighteen. e. to enter 
(property) by force: broke into the storage room and 
grabbed the safe. 40. break off, a. to cut off or remove 
(a part of) by breaking: [~ + off + obj]: | broke off a 
piece of meat. [~ + obj + off}: to break a piece off. b. 
to stop suddenly; discontinue: [~ + off + obj]: The two 
nations decided to break off relations. [~ + obj + off}: 
to break them off, 41. break out, a. [no obj] to begin 
suddenly; arise: An epidemic broke out. b. [no obj; (~ + 
out + in)] (of a person's appearance) to have a mark or 
spots on the skin appear suddenly: Her face broke out in 
red blotches. c. [~ + out + obj) to take out or prepare 
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for use: to break out the parachutes. d. [no obj] to es- 
cape; flee: The prisoner broke out at about noon. 42. 
break up, a. [no obj] to separate; scatter: The crowd 
broke 1p and people went on their way. b. to (cause to) 
come to an end; discontinue: [~ + up + obj): The cops 
broke up the fight. [~ + obj + up): All right, break it up! 
[no Obj): The meeting broke up. c. to (cause a personal 
relationship to) end: (no obj]: decided to break up after 
five years. [~ + up + obj]: Their children didnt break 
up their marriage. [~ + obj + up): to break it up. d. to 
(cause someone to) laugh a great deal: (no obj): When 
she heard that joke she just broke up. {~ + obj + up): 
That joke just broke her up. 43. break with, [~ + with 
+ obj] to separate from: to break with one’s family. —n. 
[count] 44. an opening made by or as if by breaking: a 
break in the window. 45. an act or instance of breaking; 
rupture: heard a sharp crack and knew that she had suf- 
fered a Clean break of her leg. 46. [usually singular] an 
interruption or stopping of something: a break with tradi- 
tion. 47. a brief rest, as from work: Let’s take a break; 
I'm tired of all this homework. 48. a sudden and obvious 
change: waited for a break in the weather. 49. an at- 
tempt to escape: Let's make a break for it! 50. a case or 
piece of luck, esp. good luck: What a lucky break! 51. 
the breaks, [plural Informal. the way things happen; 
fate: Those are the breaks. 52. the opening play in a 
game of pool, in which the white ball is shot to scatter 
the balls. —-Idiom. 53. break camp, to pack up tents 
and equipment and start again on a journey or march. 
54. break (new) ground, a. to begin construction, esp. 
of a building: to break ground for a new housing devel- 
opment. b. to start something new or from the begin- 
ning: The latest study linking heart attacks with smoking 
cigarettes doesn't really break any new ground. 

break-a-ble (bra’ka bal) /'breyka bol/ adj. easy to 
break: breakable glass ornaments. 

break-age (bra/kij) /'breykid3/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
of breaking or the state of being broken: breakage in the 
water pipes. 2. [count] the amount or quantity of things 
broken: the breakages due to the hurricane. 3. [non- 
count] an allowance for things that are broken, such as 
items shipped: Breakage to be paid will not be more 
than original cost. 

break-away (brak’a wa’) /'breyko,wey/ n. [count] 1. 
an act or instance of breaking away (as in basketball 
from defensive players); separation from a group: made 
a breakaway from the Democratic party. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. of or pointing to something that separates or 
comes away from the main body: the breakaway faction 
of the Republican party. 

break-down (brak/doun’) /'breyk,dawn/ n. [count] 1. 
an act or instance of breaking down, such as a loss of 
ability to function effectively: The car had yet another 
breakdown. 2. a loss of mental or physical health: had a 
bad breakdown when her husband left her. 3. a division 
into parts, etc.; classification; analysis: gave us a break- 
down of the prospects for the new product. 

break-er (brā/kər) /'breykər/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that breaks. 2. a wave that breaks or dashes into 
foam: We watched the breakers on the beach as the sun 
set behind us. 

break/-e/ven or break/e/ven, adj. [usually: before a 
noun] of or relating to the point at which income is equal 
to expenses: Businesses are now looking for the break- 
even point. 

break-fast (brek/fəst) /'brekfəst/ n. 1. the first meal of 
the day; morning meal: [noncount]: What did you have 
for breakfast? [count]: He had a big breakfast that day. 
—v. 2. to eat breakfast: [no obj; (~ + on + obj)]: They 
breakfasted and left early. They breakfasted on fish and 
tea. 

break/-in’, n. [count] an illegal act of entering a home, 
office, etc., by force. 

break-neck (brak/nek’) /'breyk,nek/ adj. [before a 
noun] fast enough to be dangerous: running at break- 
neck speed down the slope. 

break-out (brak/out’) /‘breyk,awt/ n. [count] 1. an es- 
cape, often by force, as from a prison: Several convicted 
murderers planned the prison breakout. 2. a sudden, 
widespread appearance of something, as of a disease. 3. 
a list of items or details; breakdown. 

break-through (brak/throo’) /‘breyk Oruw/ n. [count] 1. 
an important and sudden advance, etc., as in science, 
that removes a barrier to progress: Pasteur's discovery 
about the nature of germs was an itnportant break- 
through in the treatment of diseases. 2. an act or in- 
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Stance of removing or getting past a barrier: The army 
made its breakthrough at dawn. 

break-up (brak/up/) breyk,ap/ n. [count] 1. a dividing 
into smaller parts; dispersal: the breakup of large busi- 
nesses into sinall, private firrns. 2. the ending of a per- 
sonal relationship: Everyone expected the breakup of 
their marriage. 

break-wa-ter = (brak’w0/tar, -wot/ar) = /'breyk,wotor, 
-,wotar/ n. [count] a barrier in a harbor to break the 
force of waves. 

breast (brest) /brest/ n. 1. [count] either of the two parts 
on the chest of a woman that produce milk: The baby 
cried softly at its rnother’s breast. 2. [count] the outer, 
front part of the body from the neck to the waist: chest: a 
bullet through the breast. 3. [count] the part of the body 
as the center of emotion or where feelings are located: 
The father’s breast swelled with pride. 4. (a piece of) 
meat cut from the front part of a bird or animal: [non- 
count): We ordered breast of chicken. [count]: The 
butcher chopped three chicken breasts and weighed 
them. —Idiom. 5. beat one’s breast, to display grief, 
sorrow, etc., loudly and with a great show: He wailed and 
beat his breast, clairning he was innocent. 6. make a 
clean breast of, [~ + obj] to tell the truth about (one’s 
wrongdoing); confess: /t would be better to just make a 
clean breast of the matter. 

breast-bone (brest/bon’) I'brest,bown/ n. [count] the 
long bone in the center of the chest; sternum. 

breast/-feed’, v. [~ + obj), -fed, -feed-ing. to feed (a 
baby) with milk from the breast: Babies who are breast- 
fed are often healthier than babies who are fed from a 
bottle. —breast/-feed/ing, n. (noncount): The number 
of mothers practicing breast-feeding has increased in re- 
cent years. 

breastplate (brest/plat’) brest,pleyt/ n. 
piece of armor for protecting the chest. 

breast-stroke (brest/strōk/, bres’-) /'brest strowk, 
'bres-/ n. [count] a swimming stroke done face down in 
the water, in which the two hands are moved forward, 
outward, and backward starting from in front of the 
chest, while the legs move in a frog kick. 

breath (breth) /bre0/ n. 1. [noncount: usually: one’s + 
~] the air taken into and sent out of the lungs while 
breathing: It's cold enough to see your breath today. 2. 
[count] a single act of taking in air and sending it out of 
the lungs: Take a deep breath. 3. [noncount; usually: 
ones + ~] the ability to breathe easily and normally: / 
stopped to catch iny breath. 4. [count] a slight sugges- 
tion or hint: had never been touched by even a breath of 
scandal. 5. [count] a light current of air: A breath of wind 
filtered into the room. —Idiom. 6. below or under 
one’s breath, in a low voice or whisper: “So glad to see 
you,” she said. “I can't say the saine, ” he muttered un- 
der his breath. 7. hold one's breath, to stop breathing 
for a short period of time: She held her breath and dove 
into the water. 8. in the same (or next) breath, almost 
at the same time: She promised to pay us for the work 
and then in the next breath suggested we should do it 
voluntarily. 9. out of breath, breathless from exertion: / 
was completely out of breath after five fights of stairs. 
10. save one’s breath, to avoid futile talk or discussion: 
We were told to save our breath. 11. take one’s breath 
away, to make one as if breathless with astonishment: 
The beauty of the sea took iny breath away. —Related 
Words. BREATH iS a NOUN, BREATHE iS a verb, and BREATH- 
LESS and BREATHTAKING are adjectives: His breath smelled 
of whiskey. He couldn't breathe. She was breathless from 
excitement. The view is breathtaking. 

breath-a-ble (bré/tha bal) /'briydobal/ adj. 1. fresh and 
fit to be breathed: The air was hardly breathable in the 
garage. 2. allowing air and moisture to pass through; 
porous: breathable fabrics. —breath-a-bil-i-ty (bré/tho- 
bili tē) /,briyda'bilitiy/ n. [noncount) 

Breatheaslyz-er (breth/ə li/zər) breOa,layzor/ Trade- 
mark. [count] a breath analyzer that tests the breath for 
the presence of alcohol. 

breathe (bréth) /briyð/ v., breathed (bréthd), breath. 
ing. 1. to take (air, etc.) into the lungs and send (it) out; 
inhale and exhale: [no obj): The patient began to breathe 
normally. She began to breathe in and out nonnally. [~ 
+ obj): Just breathe that pure mountain air! 2. [no obj] 
to live; exist: The ruined econorny is barely breathing. 3. 
[no Obj) (of a material) to allow air and moisture to pass 
through easily: That polyester shirt doesn’t breathe. 4. 
[no obj] (of a wine) to be open to the air after being un- 
corked, in order to develop flavor and bouquet: We 
opened the bottle and let the wine breathe. 5. [~ + obj 
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+ into + obj] to put in as if by breathing; infuse: tried to 
breathe life into the party. 6. [~ + obj] to speak; whis- 
per; murmur: Don't breathe a word of it to anyone. 
—Idiom. 7. breathe down someone’s neck, to watch 
or follow someone closely, in order to contro! or chase 
after: / hate working here because the boss is always 
breathing down my neck. 8. breathe easily or breathe 
easy or breathe freely, [no obj] to have relief from 
worry, fear, tension, or pressure: You can all breathe 
easy now: the operation was a success. 9. breathe 
one’s last, to die. 

breath-er (bré/thar) /'briydor/ nu. [cont] a pause, as for 
breath; a break: "/ need a breather,” he puffed. 

breath/ing space’, n. [nonconnt] 1. Also called 

breath/ing spell’. a chance to rest or think: Give me a 
little breathing space to figure this out. 2. sufficient 
space in which to move, etc.: / need a little breathing 
space; | feel so crowded in that tiny room. Also called 
breath/ing room’. 

breath-less (breth/lis) /‘breOlis/ adj. 1. without breath, 
or breathing with difficulty: breathless after running up 
five flights of stairs. 2. causing loss of breath, as from ex- 
citement, fear, etc.: a breathless ride. —breath/lessly, 
adv.: ran up aud introduced herself breathlessly. 
—breath/less-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

breath-tak-ing (breth/tā/king) /'bre0,teykig/ adj. amaz- 
ing; remarkable; astonishing: The trapeze artist per- 
formed a few breathtaking flips. —breath/tak/ing-ly, 
adv.: a breathtakingly beantiful view. 

bred (bred) /bred/ v. a pt. and pp. of BREED. 

breech (bréch) /briytf/ n. [cont] the rear part of the 
barrel of a gun, where the bullet is loaded. 

breeches (brich/iz) /‘britfiz/ n. [plura 1. knee-length 
trousers. 2. Informal. trousers: Tom pulled down his 
breeches atid jumped into the river. —Idiom. 3. too 
big for one’s breeches, too proud; conceited: too big 
for her breeches, always bragging about what she can ac- 
complish. 

breed (bréd) /briyd/ v., bred (bred) /bred/ breeding, n. 
—-v. 1. [10 obj] to produce young; reproduce; procreate: 
Mosquitoes breed in still ponds. 2. [~ + obj] to cause 
(plants or animals) to produce offspring and to be im- 
proved by selection: They breed livestock. 3. [~ + obj] 
to give rise to; cause; produce: Dirt breeds disease. al 
+ obj] to develop by training or education: born and 
bred in Oxford. —n. [count] 5. a certain type or group of 
animals within a species, developed and maintained by 
humans: What breed are your cattle? 

breed-er (bré/dar) /'briydər/ nu. [count] 1. an animal, 
plant, or person that produces young. 2. a person who 
raises animals or plants for breeding. 3. Also called 
breeder reac’tor. a nuclear reactor in which more ma- 
terial is produced than is used up. 

breed-ing (bré/ding) /‘briydin/ s. [norconnt] 1. the pro- 
ducing of young: When is the breeding season for these 
sheep? 2. the improvement as by careful mating: the 
careful breeding of Arabian stallions. 3. the result of 
one’s upbringing as shown in good manners: a woman of 
good breeding arid excellent taste. 

breed/ing ground’, n. (comrt]) 1. a place where ani- 
mals breed. 2. a place suitable for developing some- 
thing: That drig-infested neighbortiood is a breeding 
ground for violence. 

breeze (bréz) /briyz/ n., v., breezed, breez-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a wind or current of air, esp. a light one: A 
gentle breeze blew througli the curtains. 2. [usually sin- 
gular) an easy task: That quiz was a breeze. —v. Sh [sg 
into/fin + obj) to move in a carefree and confident man- 
ner: He breezed into the classroont and sat down. 4. 
breeze through, [~ + through + obj] to complete 
(work, etc.) quickly and easily: We breezed througli the 
test and were out of there an hour early. —Idiom. 5. 
shoot or bat the breeze, Slang. to talk aimlessly; chat: 
two old mien sitting on the porchi and shooting the 
breeze. 

breez-y (bré/zé) /'briyziy/ adj., -ber, -iest. 1. having 
many breezes: a breezy day at the beach. 2. light; care- 
free; free and easy: a breezy style of writing. —breez-i-ly 
(bré/za |e) /‘briyzaliy/ adv. —breez/ieness, 1. (roricourit] 

brethren (breth/rin) /‘bredrin/ n. [plura 1. male 
members, as of a congregation; brothers. 2. fellow 
members (of a church or organization). 

-brev-, root. -brev- comes from Latin, where it Has the 
meaning “short.” This meaning is found in such words 
dS: ABBREVIATE, ABRIDGE, BREVITY, BRIEF. 

brevei-ty (brev/i tē) /‘brevitiy/ nu. [oncourt] shortness 
(of speech, etc.); briefness: the brevity of life. See -BREV-. 
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brew (brdo) /bruw/ v. 1. to make (beer, etc.) by boiling 
and fermenting the ingredients: [~ + obj]: Beer is 
brewed from malt and hops. (no obj): The beer is brew- 
ing in these vats. 2. to prepare (tea, etc.) with boiling wa- 
ter: [~ + obj]: She brewed a pot of tea for us. [no obf]: 
Let the tea brew for five minutes. 3. [~ + obj] to plan or 
think up: They just want to brew mischief, 4. [no obj; 
usually: be + ~-ing] to start to develop; begin: A storm 
is brewing in the Atlantic. —n. 5. [noncount] an amount 
of a beverage brewed in a single process: this year's 
brew. 6. a liquid mixture, esp. a liquid produced from a 
mixture of unusual ingredients: [count]: a witches’ brew 
of lemon juice, honey, and whiskey. [noncount]: Make 
some witches’ brew for your cold. 7. Informal. a. [non- 
connt] beer or ale: a party with plenty of brew. b. [count] 
a serving of beer or ale: Ask for a couple of brews. 

brew-er (brac’er) /‘bruwor/ n. [count] a person who 
prepares ale, beer, or another brewed beverage. 

brew-er-y (brd0%a rē, broor’é) /'bruwoariy, ‘bruriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -er-ies. a building or company for brewing 
beer. 

briear (briZar) /‘brayor/ n. BRIER. 

bribe (brib) /brayb/ n., v., bribed, brib-ing. —n. [court] 
1. money given to persuade someone to do something 
illegal: The customs official agreed to take a bribe. 2. an- 
ything given in order to influence: The babysitter had to 
give the child a bribe of an extra piece of cake. —v. 3. to 
give or promise a bribe to: [~ + obj]: We tried to bribe 
the customs official. [~ + obj + to + verb]: We bribed 
him to let us go through. 

brib-er-y (bri/bə rē) /‘braybariy/ n. [noncount] the act 
or practice of giving or accepting a bribe: /n that country 
bribery was a way of doing business. 

bric-a-brac or bric-à-brac (brik’a brak’) /'briko,brak/ 
n. small articles collected for decoration; knickknacks; 
trinkets: [7oncount; used with a singular verb]: She had 
bric-a-brac that was scattered all over the room. [count; 
used as a plural with a plural verb): The bric-a-brac were 
lined up on shelves. 

brick (brik) /brik/ n. 1. (a block of) clay hardened by be- 
ing burnt in a furnace and used for building, paving, etc.: 
[count]: He replaced the broken bricks in the fireplace. 
[nonconnt): Our apartment building is brick on the out- 
side. 2. [courit] a block having a similar size and shape: 
a brick of ice cream. 3. Informal. a helpful, friendly per- 
son. —v. 4. brick up, [~ + up + obj) to build, fill in, or 
pave with bricks: They bricked up the hole in the wall. 
—adj. 5. made of or constructed with bricks: a brick wall. 
— Idiom. 6. like a ton of bricks, with sudden or pow- 
erful weight or force: The news hit him like a ton of 
bricks. 

brick-bat (brik’bat’) /‘brik,bat/ n. [count] 1. a piece of 
broken brick or rock, esp. one used for throwing. 2. an 
unkind remark; criticism: had to suffer through the brick- 
bats of her political enemies. 

brick-lay-ing (brik/la/ing) /‘brik,leyin/ n. {roncount] the 
act or occupation of building by laying bricks in construc- 
tion. —brick/lay/er, n. [count] 

brick-work (brik/wirk’) /‘brik,wark/ n. [noncount] con- 
struction using brick: inferior brickwork on the chimney. 

brid-al (brid/!) /‘braydl/ adj. [before a noun) of or for a 
bride or a wedding: a bridal gown. 

bride (brid) /brayd/ n. [count] a newly married woman or 
one about to be married. 

bride-groom (brid’groom/’, -gré6m/) /‘brayd,gruwm, 
-,grum/ n. [count] a newly married man or one about to 
be married. 

bridesmaid (bridz’mad/’) /‘braydz,meyd/ s. [count] a 
woman who attends the bride at a wedding ceremony. 

bridge’ (brij) /brid3/ n, v, bridged, bridg-ing. —n. 
{comnt] 1. a structure that reaches across a river, road, 
etc., and provides a way of crossing. 2. a raised platform 
on a ship from which the captain directs the course: The 
helmsman cane onto the bridge and reported to the 
captain. 3. the upper line of the nose between the eyes: 
a lump on the bridge of his nose. 4. the part of a pair of 
eyeglasses that joins the two lenses across the nose. 5. 
an artificial replacement of missing teeth: She had a 
bridge inserted where her teeth had broken. 6. a thin 
wedge that raises the strings of a musical instrument 
above the part that provides sound. 7. a part of a musi- 
cal arrangement, piece of writing, etc., that connects or 
links two other sections: The songs usually have two 
verses, tlien a bridge, thet a third verse. 8. a link or con- 
nection between two related items, etc.: a bridge of 
friendship ard trust. —v. [~ + obj) 9. to make a bridge 
or passage over: A wooden plank bridged the stream. 
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10. to join by or as if by a bridge: The mediators tried to 
bridge the gap. — Idiom. 11. burn one's bridges (be- 
hind one), to eliminate all possibilities of turning back: 
She burned her bridges (behind her) when she called us 
liars and angrily walked out. 
bridge? (brij) /brid3/ n. [noncount] a card game for two 
teams of two players each in which one team tries to ac- 
complish a certain number of plays declared in advance: 
The four of thein played bridge all night. 
bridge-head (brij/hed’) /brid3,hed/ n. [count] a posi- 
tion taken by an army on the enemy side of a river to 
protect the crossing of friendly troops: established a 
bridgehead and began moving up troops. 
bridge-work (brij/wirk’) brid3,wark/ n. (noncount) 1. 
dental bridges thought of as a group: The insurance pol- 
icy does not cover bridgework. 2. the art or process of 
building bridges. 
bri-dle (brid/l) /‘braydl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
l. part of the harness of a horse, made up of a leather 
band around the head, bit, and reins: They led their 
horses around by the bridles. 2. anything that holds back 
or restrains: Put a bridle on your temper. —v. 3. [~ + 
obj] to put a bridle on: They bridled the horses. 4. [sr 
obj] to control or hold back; curb: Youve got to bridle 
your temper. 5. to draw up the head and draw in the 
chin, so as to show contempt or resentment: [S sr Bt ae 
obj): He bridled at the suggestion that he should work 
like a common person. (used with quotations]: She bri- 
died, “I refuse to go along with such an outrageous 
scheine.” 
bri/dle path’, n. [count] a wide path for riding horses. 
brie (brē) /briy/ n. [(noncount] a soft, disk-shaped cheese 
with a creamy center and a whitish crust. 
brief (bréf) /briyf/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. —adj. 1. lasting 
or taking a short time: We took a brief pause from the 
meeling. 2. using few words; short; concise: Write a brief 
outline. 3. very short or small in fit; scanty: a brief bath- 
ing suit. —n. (count] 4. a short statement or a written 
item using few words: Please prepare a brief for the pres- 
ident. 5. a written statement given to a court by a lawyer 
presenting the most important facts, points of law, and 
arguments. 6. briefs, [p/ura/] close-fitting legless un- 
derpants with an elastic waistband: a pair of briefs. See 


illustration at CLOTHING. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to instruct 
(someone) or give relevant information to: / briefed the 
new teacher. —Idiom. 8. in brief, in a few words; in 


Short: What you are saying, in brief, is that we're broke. 
—brief/er, n. (count): The president's briefers and press 
Secretaries met ahead of time. See -BREV-. 

brief-case (bréf/kas’) /'briyf,keys/ n. [count] a flat case 
with a handle, often of leather, for carrying books, 
papers, etc. 

brief-ing (bré/fing) /‘briyfin/ n. [count] 1. a summary of 
relevant information or instructions: The captain pre- 
pared a briefing on the plans for the attack. 2. a meeting 
at which such information is given. 

brief-ly (bréf/li) /‘briyflay/ adv. 1. happening or done in 
a short period of time: She smiled briefly at him. 2. us- 
ing few words: He spoke briefly and then returned to his 
room. 

bri-er’ or brisar (bri’ar) /‘brayar/ m. 1. [count] a plant or 
Shrub that is prickly and has thorny stems. 2. [noncount] 
a tangled mass of prickly plants: We heard the animals 
crashing through the brier. 

bri-er? or brisar (brifar) /‘brayar/ n. [count] 1. a type of 
plant, the white heath, with a woody root which is used 
for making tobacco pipes. 2. a pipe made of this. 

brig (brig) /brig/ n. [count] 1. a. a ship with two masts 
and square sails. b. (often: the + ~ the room or part of 
a ship where prisoners are kept: Take them to the brig 
and keep thern there till we get to shore. 2. a prison; 
guardhouse. 

brigade (bri gad’) /bri'geyd/ n. [count] 1. a military 
unit: A brigade consists of a headquarters and two or 
more regiments, squadrons, groups, or battalions. 2. a 
large body of troops. 3. a group of individuals organized 
for a purpose: the rescue brigade. 

brig-a-dier (brig’a dér/) /,briga'diar/ n. [count] a mili- 
tary officer of the rank between colonel and major gen- 
eral. 

brig-and (brig/and) /‘brigand/ n. [count] an armed rob- 
ber or bandit, esp. in mountain or forest regions: The 
brigands of the cowboy days are gone forever. —brig- 
and-age (brig’an dij) /‘brigandid3/ n. [noncount] 
bright (brit) /brayt/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. giving off 
or reflecting light: a bright. sunny room. 2. (of colors) 
strong; Clear; brilliant: bright red. 3. quick to learn; intel- 
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ligent; smart: a bright student. 4. (of a remark or an 
idea) clever, smart, or original: That was a bright idea to 
line up the recycling bins near the photocopying ina- 
chines. 5. cheerful; happy; lively: a bright smile. 6. fa- 
vorable; promising; showing signs of success: a bright fu- 
ture. —n. 7. brights, [pluran bright motor vehicle 
headlights used for driving, esp. under conditions when it 
is hard to see: Put on your brights in these country lanes. 
—bright/ly, adv. —bright/ness, n. (noncount): As the 
sun went down, the brightness of the roont gave way to 
darkness. 

bright-en (brit’n) /'braytn/ v. [no obj; ~ + obj) 1. to 
become or make bright or brighter. 2. to become or 
make more cheerful. —bright/’en-er, n. (count) 

bright-eyed (brit/id’) ‘brayt,ayd/ adj. 1. having bright 
eyes. 2. alertly eager: a bright-eyed young teacher. 
—Idiom. 3. bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, full of en- 
ergy and enthusiasm: Get a good nights Sleep so you'll 
be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed in the morning. 

brilliance (bril/yans) brilyons/ n. (noricount] the state 
or quality of being brilliant: The huge diamond glowed 
with brilliance. 

bril-lian-cy (bril”yan sé) /brilyansiy/ n. (noncount] bril- 
liance. 

brilliant (bril”yant) /‘brilyant/ adj. 1. shining brightly; 
sparkling; glittering: brilliant jewels. 2. distinguished; 
outstanding: a brilliant performance. 3. having or show- 
ing great intelligence, talent, etc.: / taught several brilliant 
Students that year. 4. [before a noun] strong and clear in 
tone or color: The African sky was a brilliant blue that 
day. —bril/liantely, adv.: performed brilliantly. 

brim (brim) /brim/ n., v., brimmed, brimming. —n. 
[count] 1. the upper edge of anything hollow, such as a 
glass, cup, or bowl. 2. an edge that sticks out: the brim 
of a hat. —v. 3.(~ + (over +) with + obj) to be full to 
the brim or to the top edge: Her eyes brimmed (over) 
with tears when | told her we were moving. —Idiom. 4. 
to the brim, to the top: Fill the cup to the brim, but 
don't let it spill. 

brim-ful or brimefull (brim/fod!/) /‘brim'ful/ adj. full or 
filled to the top or brim: [after a noun): She gave hima 
mug brimful of beer. [be + ~ + of]: He was just brimful 
of good ideas that day. 

brimming (brim/ing) /‘brimin/ adj. 1. full or filled to 
the top: a brimming cup of hot tea. 2. [~ + with] hold- 
ing or containing: brimming with new plans. 

brim-stone (brim/stdn/) brim,stown/ n. (noncount] 1. 
SULFUR. —~Idiom. 2. fire and brimstone, (warnings 
about) hell for sinners: a sermon full of fire and brim- 
stone. 

brine (brin) /brayn/ n. [noncount] 1. water containing 
salt, as for pickling food: pickles in brine. 2. the water of 
the sea. 

bring (bring) /brin/ v. [~ + obj), brought (brôt) /brot/ 
bring-ing. 1. to carry or cause (someone or something) 
to come toward the speaker; convey: [~ + obj + to + 
obj]: Can you bring the children to our party? Bring the 
clock to me. [~ + obj + obj): Bring me that broken 
part. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to come toward oneself: at- 
tract: The screains brought the police to the scene of the 
crine. 3. to cause to occur or exist; produce: [~ + obj]: 
The medicine brought rapid relief. (~ + obj + obj): All 
his money couldn't bring him happiness. 4. (~ + obj + 
to + obj] to cause to come into a particular position, 
state, or condition: The jokes and funny scenes brought 
laughter to the audience. 5. [~ + oneself + to + verb] 
to persuade or force oneself to do something: / couldn't 
bring myself to sell those family heirlooms. 6. [~ + obj) 
to sell for: These lamps will bring a good price. 7. (~ + 
obj + to + obj) to lead to (a place, point, or direction): 
This brings me to iny next point: how dreains are meas- 
ured by scientific means. 8. bring about, [~ + about + 
obj) to accomplish; cause: The recession will bring about 
higher unemployment. 9. bring around or round, [~ + 
obj + around] a. to convince (someone) of a belief or 
opinion: brought her around to our point of view. b. to 
restore to consciousness, as after a faint: The batter fell 
unconscious, but the doctor brought him around. 10. 
bring down, a. to injure, capture, or kill: [~ + down + 
obj): The hunters brought down six quai. (~ + obj + 
down]: They brought the ducks down easily. b. to cause 
to fall! (~ + down + obj}: The enemy brought down 
only six aircraft. {~ + obj + down): Enemy fire brought 
Six aircraft down. c. [~ + obj + down] to cause to be 
unhappy or in low spirits: Gloomy weather really brings 
me down. 11. bring forth, [~ + forth + obj) a. to give 
birth to; bear: to bring forth youug. b. to give rise to; in- 
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troduce: His study brouglit forth new findings. 12. bring 
forward, to introduce; suggest: [~ + obj + forward]: He 
brought his plan forward. [~ + forward + obj): He 
brought forward the plan. 13. bring in, a. to make 
money; produce as profit or income: [~ + in + obj): 
This new car will bring in profits. [~ + obj + in): This 
will bring lots of money in. b. to present officially; sub- 
mit: [~ + in + obj]: The jury is ready to bring in a ver- 
dict. [~ + obj + in): The jury is ready to bring a verdict 
in. c. to arrest and take to jail: [~ + in + obj): The po- 
lice brought in the mob leader for questioning. [~ + obj 
+ in): brought him in for questioning. d. to introduce; 
cause to be part of (a job, work, or a process): [~ + in 
+ obj): She brought in a new secretary. [~ + obj + in): 
wanted to bring outsiders in. 14. bring off, to accom- 
plish, carry out, or achieve: [~ + off + obj]: The gener- 
als couldn't bring off a coup. [~ + obj + off}: They 
couldn't bring it off. 15. bring on, to cause to happen or 
exist: [~ + on + obj]: The bright lights brought on a 
crushing headache. [~ + obj + on): What brought the 
flu on? 16. bring out, a. to reveal or cause to appear or 
be seen: [~ + out + obj): That difficult job brought out 
the bad side of her nature. (~ + obj + out): She has a 
bad temper, and working at that difficult job brought it 
out. b. [~ + out + obj] to make noticeable; emphasize: 
That blue sweater brings out the color of your eyes. c. to 
publish or produce: [~ + out + obj]: The company 
brought out a new product. [~ + obj + out}: The com- 
pany brought the new car out with a lot of publicity. 17. 
bring to, [~ + obj + to] to bring back to conscious- 
ness: tried to bring the accident victim to. 18. bring up, 
a. to care for and educate during childhood; rear: [~ + 
up + obj): They brought up their children with sound 
values. [~ + obj + up]: My father brought us up alone. 
b. to introduce or mention for attention or consideration: 
[~ + obj + up): Why don't you bring that idea up at the 
next club meeting? [~ + up + obj): We weren't allowed 
to bring up your new idea. c. to vomit: [~ + up + obj): 
bringing up her baby food again. [~ + obj + up]: The 
baby food must not agree with her because she's bring- 
ing it up again. 

brink (bringk) /brink/ n. (count; usually singular] 1. the 
edge of any steep place or of land bordering water: the 
brink of the cliff. 2. any extreme edge; verge. 3. a critical 
point beyond which something will occur: verge: on the 
brink of disaster. 

brinkemansship (bringk’man ship’) /‘brinkmon,fip/ also 
brinksemaneship (bringks’-) /'brinks-/ n. [noncount) 
the policy of creating a dangerous situation and risking a 
great deal in order to achieve the greatest advantage: 
wound up playing a dangerous game of international and 
military brinksmanship. 

brin-y (bri/né) /'brayniy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. of or like 
brine; salty. —brin/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

briquette or briquet (bri ket’) /bri'ket/ n. [count] a 
small block of charcoal used for fuel, esp. in barbecuing: 
The briquettes were glowing red. 

brisk (brisk) /brisk/ adj., -er, -est. 1. quick and active; 
lively: brisk trading in the market. 2. sharp and stimulat- 
ing; fresh: brisk weatlier. 3. abrupt; somewhat too quick: 
a brisk tone of voice. —brisk/ly, adv.: The wind blew 
briskly down the street. —brisk/ness, n. [noncount): Her 
briskriess bothered me at first. 

bris-ket (bris’kit) /‘briskit/ n. [poncount] a cut of meat, 
esp. beef, from the breast, or from the part of the breast 
lying next to the ribs. 

bris-tle (bris/al) /‘brisol/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. 1. (a) 
short, stiff, rough hair: [count]: Hogs’ bristles are used to 
make brushes. (noncount): That brush felt like it was 
made of bristle. —v. [no obj] 2. (of hair) to stand or rise 
stiffly: | could feel the hairs on the back of my neck bris- 
tle. 3. to become stiff and straight because of anger: He 
bristled when I asked liini to move his feet out of the 
aisle. 4. bristle with, [~ + with + obj] to have or be 
filled with a great number or amount of (something): The 
building was bristling with security guards. —bdris/tly, 
adj., -tli-er, -tli-est. 

Brit (brit) /brit/ n. [count] Informal. a person from the 
United Kingdom; Briton (def. 1). 

Brit., an abbreviation of: 1. Britain. 2. British. 

britch-es (brich/iz) /‘britf1z/ m. BREECHES. 

Brit-ish (british) /‘britif/ adj. 1. of or relating to Great 
Britain. 2. used esp. by the people living in Great Britain: 
The word ‘lift’ meaning “elevator” is a British expression. 
=n. 3. [plural; the + ~; used with a plural verb} the peo- 
ple born or living in Great Britain. 

Brit-ish-er (briti shor) /‘britifor/ n. BRITON. 
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Brit/ish ther’mal u/nit, n. [count] the amount of heat 
needed to raise the temperature of | Ib. (0.4 kg) of water 
°F. Abbr.: Btu, BTU 

Briton (brit/n) /britn/ n. [count] a person born or living 
in Great Britain. 

brittle (brit/l) /britl/ adj., -tler, -tlest, n. —adj. 1. hav- 
ing hardness and stiffness but breaking easily; easily 
damaged; frail: brittle icicles. 2. having a sharp, tense 
quality; lacking friendliness; cold: a brittle tone of voice. 
—n. [noncount] 3. a kind of candy made of melted 
sugar, usually with nuts, brittle when cooled: She made 
peanut brittle. —brit/tle-ness, n. (noncount) 

broach (brdch) /browtf/ n. 1. BRoocH. —v. 2. [~ + obj) 
to mention or suggest for the first time: / waited until he 
was in a good mood before | broached the subject of my 
raise. 3. [~ + obj] to draw (beer, etc.), as by tapping: fo 
broach beer from a keg. 4. (no obj] to break the surface 
of water from below: After the depth charge exploded the 
submarine broached, then quickly sank. 

broad (bréd) /brod/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. wide; of 
great breadth: The Mississippi River is its broadest at this 
point. 2. [after a noun of measurement) measured from 
side to side: three feet broad. 3. (before a noun) open; 
full; clear: robbed in broad daylight. 4. not limited or 
narrow; extensive: Our teacher has a broad range of 
interests. 5. [before a noun] general: in the broad sense 
of the term. 6. plain or clear; obvious: a broad hint 
about the job layoffs. —n. [count] 7. (usually singular] 
the broad part of anything: the broad of his back. 8. 
Slang (offensive). a woman: Bring in the broads. 
—broad/ly, adv.: Broadly speaking, I think it’s safe to say 
he’s dangerous to society. —broad/ness, n. [noncount] 

broad-band (brdéd/band’) /'brod,bend/ adj. [before a 
noun] of, relating to, or able to receive a continuous, 
wide range or band of electromagnetic frequencies: a 
broadband receiver. 

broad-cast (bréd/kast’) /'brod,kæst/ v, -cast or 
-cast-ed, -cast-ing, n., adj. —v. 1. to transmit (pro- 
grams) from a radio or television Station: [~ + obj]: We 
broadcast our English-language programs on this chan- 
nel at six o'clock. [no obj]: We were broadcasting on all 
the major channels. 2. [~ + obj] to speak or present on 
a radio or television program: The president will broad- 
cast his appeal for help. 3. [~ + obj] to spread (news, 
etc.) widely; tell many people: broadcast lies all over 
town. —n. [count] 4. something broadcast, such as a 
single radio or television program: We interrupt this 
broadcast to bring you a special warning. —adj. [before 
a noun) 5. (of programs) transmitted from a radio or tel- 
evision station. 6. of or relating to broadcasting: courses 
in broadcast journalism. —broad/cast/er, n. [count] 

broad-cast-ing (bréd/kas/ting) /'brod,kestin/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the act of transmitting speech, music, etc., by 
radio, television, etc. 2. radio or television as a business 
or profession: Broadcasting is a multimillion-dollar indus- 
try. 

broad-en (bréd/n) /‘brodn/ v. to become or make broad 
or broader: [no obj]: Our children’s interests broadened 
after trips to museums. [~ + obj]: We have always tried 
to broaden our minds. 

broad’ jump’, n. LONG JUMP. 

broad’-mind/ed, adj. free from narrowness; respecting 
the views or opinions of others: Back then it was very broad- 
minded to allow your daughter to go out with someone 
from another town. —broad/-mind/ed-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

broad-side (bréd/sid’) /'brod,sayd/ n., adv., v., -sid-ed, 
-sid-ing. —n. [count] 1. a firing of all the guns on one 
side of a warship at the same time: A few broadsides at 
the unprotected Sailboat persuaded its crew to surrender. 
2. any strong or complete attack on someone, as by criti- 
cism: The candidate was hit with several political broad- 
sides from the media. —adv. 3. with the broader side 
facing toward a certain point or object: The truck hit the 
fence broadside. 4. in a wide-ranging manner; at ran- 
dom: to attack the policies broadside. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to collide with or run into the side of: Thie truck swung off 
the road and broadsided the house. 6. to make strong 
verbal attacks on: His political opponents broadsided the 
candidate. 

bro-cade (bro kad’) /brow'keyd/ n. [noncount]) a heavy 
fabric woven with an elaborate raised design. 

broc-coeli (brok’a 1é) /‘brokoliy/ n. [noncount] a plant 
whose leafy stalks and clusters of usually green flower 
buds are eaten as a vegetable. 

bro-chure (bro shddor’) /brow'for/ n. [count] a short 
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booklet; a pamphlet or leaflet: The brochure described 
the hotel. 

bro-gan (brd/gan) /‘browgan/ n. [count] a heavy, sturdy 
shoe, esp. an ankle-high work shoe. 

brogue' (brdg) /browg/ n. [count] 1. an Irish accent in 
the pronunciation of English: O'Malley answered in that 
rich brogue of his. 2. any strong regional accent. 

brogue? (brdg) /browg/ n. [count] 1. a shoe, esp. a 
rough shoe of untanned leather formerly worn in Ireland 
and Scotland. 2. BROGAN. 

broil (broil) /broyl/ v. 1. to (cause to) be cooked by direct 
heat; grill: [~ + obj): Lets broil a couple of steaks. [no 
obj): The meat’s broiling; take it off when the outside is 
dark. 2. to (cause to) be very hot; scorch: [no obj]: The 
oven ts broiling. [no obj; it + be + ~: It’s broiling out 
there; stay inside in the air-conditioned room. [~ + obj): 
Don't stay out too tong in this August sun; it'll broil you. 
—n. 3. (a piece of) meat for broiling: [noncount]: She 
bought London broil and tenderized it. [count]: She 
brought home a London broil for dinner. 

broiler (broi/lar) /broylor/ n. [count] 1. a small oven in 
which food is broiled by heat from above: Set the broiler 
to 475 degrees. 2. a grate or pan used to broil food: 
Take the drippings from the broiler and add it to make 
your gravy. 3. a young chicken suitable for broiling. 

broke (brōk) /browk/ v. 1. pt. of BREAK. —adj. [be + ~ 
2. without money: / was broke that week, so I borrowed 
some money to pay the rent. —Idiom. 3. go broke, 
[no obj) to go bankrupt; be without funds to conduct 
business: /n that business people are forever going 
broke. 4. go for broke, [no obj) Slang. to use one’s 
abilities or one’s means to the fullest in taking a danger- 
ous risk: He decided to go for broke and put all his 
money into the new business. 

bro-ken (brd/kan) /'browkan/ v. 1. pp. of BREAK. —adj. 
2. reduced to small pieces: cut himself on the broken 
glass. 3. ruptured; torn; fractured: His arm was broken in 
three places. 4. not working or functioning; damaged: / 
think my watch is broken again. 5. not kept; violated: a 
broken promise. 6. interrupted or disconnected: a bro- 
ken line. 7. weakened in strength, etc.; crushed by bad 
experiences: a broken heart. 8. [before a noun] (of lan- 
guage) imperfectly spoken: couldn't understand his bro- 
ken English. 9. spoken in a halting or hesitant manner, 
as under emotional strain: In a broken voice he begged 
for forgiveness. 10. [before a noun] divided or disrupted, 
as by divorce: broken families. 11. [before a noun) not 
smooth; rough or irregular: broken ground. 

bro’ken-down/, adj. 1. dilapidated or ruined: Those 
nice apartments had become broken-down shells. 2. out 
of working order, as from use or age: The broken-down 
car was towed off the highway. 

bro-ken-heart-ed (brd’kan har/tid) /'browkon'hartid/ 
adj. suffering from great sorrow; heartbroken. —bro/- 
ken-heart/ed-ly, adv. —bro/ken-heart/ed-ness, n. 
(noncount] 

bro-ker (brd/kar) /'browkor/ n. [count] 1. an agent in 
business who buys or sells for another: an insurance bro- 
ker. 2. one who acts as an intermediary in arranging 
marriages, negotiating agreements, etc.: a marriage bro- 
ker. 3. STOCKBROKER. —v, [~ + obj) 4. to act as a broker 
for: to broker the sale of a house. 5. to negotiate or ar- 
range as a broker: Party officials brokered the deal be- 
tween the president and his vice-presidential candidate. 

bro-mide (brd/mid) /‘browmayd/ n. [count] 1. a drug 
formerly used to calm patients. 2. a meaningless saying 
or expression; platitude: He gave us the same old bro- 
mides. 

bromine (brō/mēn, -min) /'browmiyn, -mın/ n. [non- 
count) a dark reddish liquid element obtained from 
ocean water and used chiefly in gasoline antiknock com- 
pounds. 

bron-chi (brong/ké, -ki) /'bropkiy, -kay/ n. [plural pl. of 
BRONCHUS. 

bron-chi-al (brong/kē al) /‘bronkiyal/ adj. of or relating 
to the bronchi: a bronchial infection. 

bron/chial tube’, n. [count] a bronchus or any of its 
branches. 

bron-chi-tis (brong ki/tis) /bron'kaytis/ n. [noncount] 
an illness of the lining of the bronchial tubes, caused by 
infection or by breathing in irritating substances. 
bron-chus (brong/kas) /'bropkəs/ n. [count], pl. -chi 
(-ké, -ki). either of the two branches of the windpipe that 
extend into the lungs to carry air. 

bron:co (brong/k6) /'bropkow/ also bronc (brongk) /br- 
ppk/ n. [count], pl. bron-cos also broncs. a pony or 
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mustang of the western U.S., esp. one that is not tamed 
or is imperfectly tamed: trying to ride a bucking bronco. 

bron-to-saur (bron/ta sor’) /'bronta,sor/ n. [count] a 
huge, four-footed, plant-eating dinosaur. 

Bronx’ cheer’ (brongks) /bronks/ n. RASPBERRY (def. 4): 
The candidate got a Bronx cheer. 

bronze (bronz) /bronz/ n., v., bronzed, bronzing, adj. 
—n. 1. [noncount] a yellowish brown metal that is an al- 
loy of copper and tin: Many of the weapons and utensils 
of those ancient people were made of bronze. 2. [non- 
count] a metallic brownish color: the handsome bronze 
of his tan. 3. [count] a sculpture, medal, or artistic object 
made of bronze: a beautiful bronze on exhibit, —y. [= se 
obj] 4. to give the appearance or color of bronze or 
brown to, as a tan which comes from exposure to the 
sun: The sun bronzed the lifeguard’s skin. —adj. 5. of 
the color bronze. 6. made of or coated with bronze. 

brooch (brōch, brddch) /browt/, bruwtf/ also broach, 
n. [count] a clasp or piece of jewelry having a pin at the 
back for passing through the clothing and a catch for fas- 
tening and holding the point of the pin: She wore a 
Christmas tree brooch. 

brood (bròd) /bruwd/ n. [count] 1. a number of young 
produced at one time: The mother duck watched over 
her brood. 2. a family or group in a household: How is 
the Jones brood? —v. [no obj] 3. to sit upon eggs that 
will be hatched, as a bird. 4. to keep thinking about a 
subject for a long time, often with anger or resentment: 
We found him in his room, brooding or/over his failure 
to get a job after two years of trying. —adj. (before a 
noun] 5. kept for breeding: a brood hen. 

brooding (brao/ding) bruwdin/ adj. 1. causing a feel- 
ing of fear; threatening: a dark, brooding scene. —n. 
[noncount] 2. continual thinking about something for a 
long time, often with anger or resentment: Her brooding 
over her problems had gone on too long. 

brook’ (brõók) /bruk/ n. [count] a small natural stream 
of fresh water, 

brook? (brd0k) /bruk/ v. [~ + obj) [used with a negative 
word or phrase, or in questions] to bear; suffer; tolerate: 
! wilt brook no interference. 

broom (brdom, bròm) /bruwm, brum/ n. 1. [count] a 
tool for sweeping, made up of a brush on a long handle: 
He took the broom and began sweeping the broken glass 
out of the way. 2. [noncount] a shrub or small tree with 
yellow flowers on long branches. 

broomstick (brdom/stik’,  brdém/-) /‘bruwm,stik, 
'brom-/ n. [count] the long, slender handle of a broom: 
In the movie the witch rides away on her broomstick. 

bros. or Bros., an abbreviation of: brothers. 

broth (bréth, broth) /bro6, brn@/ n. 1. a thin soup in 
which meat, fish, or vegetables have been cooked in wa- 
ter: [count]: a delicious broth of onion and fish. [non- 
count): Make some broth by boiling the turkey bones and 
keeping the liquid. 2. {count} a liquid that contains in- 
gredients suitable for growing small organisms: Scientists 
prepared a broth and managed to get the fungus to re- 
produce in the laboratory. 

broth-el (broth’al, broth’-, br6/thal, -thal) /'broðəl, 
‘brno-, 'braGal, -dal/ n. [count] a house of prostitution. 

broth-er (bruth/’er) /'braðər/ n., pl. brothers, (Archaic) 
breth-ren; (breth/’ran) /‘bredran/; interj. —n. [count] 1. a 
male relative who has the same parents as another: She 
had only one brother. 2. a man or person in the same 
group, nationality, etc., as another: We should remember 
that all these people are our brothers. 3. (often: Brother] 
a man who devotes himself to the duties of a religious 
Order without taking holy orders. 4. Slang. fellow; buddy: 
Brother, can you spare a dime? —interj. 5. (used to show 
disappointment, disgust, or surprise): Oh, brother! | for- 
got my tickets. 

broth-er-hood (bruth’ar hddd/) (bradar,hud/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the quality of feeling a bond of friendship, af- 
fection, warmth, or loyalty toward another: a strong 
sense of brotherhood. 2. [count] an organization of peo- 
ple working in a certain trade or profession: the brother- 
hood of firefighters. 

broth/er-in-law’, n. [count], pl. broth-ers-in-law. 1. 
the brother of one’s husband or wife. 2. the husband of 
one’s sister. 3. the husband of one’s wife’s or husband's 
sister. 

broth-er-ly (bruth’ar lē) bradoarliy/ adj. [before a 
noun] of or like a brother; affectionate and loyal: in the 
city of brotherly love. —broth/er-li-ness, n. (noncount] 

brought (brôt) /brot/ v. pt. and Pp. Of BRING. 

brouhaha (brõo/hä ha’, brdo/hii ha’, broo haha) 
/‘bruwha,ha, ,bruwha'ha, bruw'haha/ n. [count], pl. -has. 
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a small, unimportant event involving too much uproar: 
The department had a little brouhaha last week when the 
copying machine broke. 

brow (brou) /braw/ 1. [count] 1. the forehead; the area 
or ridge over the eye: Her brow was wrinkled as she con- 
centrated on the problem. See knit one’s brows under 
KNIT. 2. the hair growing on the ridge; eyebrow. 3. the 
edge of a steep place: the brow of a hill. 

brow-beat (brou/bét’) /'braw,biyt/ v. [~ + obj], -beat, 
-beat-en, -beat-ing. to frighten with threats and cause 
(someone) to do something; bully: She browbeat me into 
taking on all this extra work. —brow/beat/er, n. [count] 

brown (broun) /brawn/ n., adj., -er, -est, v. 1. [non- 
count] the dark color of wood, with a slight yellowish or 
reddish hue: /t was a beautiful brown, soft and yet 
strong. —adj. 2. of the color brown: The brown gravy 
looked great on the potatoes. 3. having skin of this 
color: invited all people, white, yellow, brown and black, 
to join him. 4. sunburned or tanned: Her legs and back 
get brown in the summer. —v. 5. to make or become 
brown: [no obj): His skin browned through the summer. 
[~ + obj]: The sun browned his skin in the summer. 6. 
to fry, sauté, roast, etc., to a brown color: [no obj): The 
chicken is browning nicely. [~ + obj]: Brown the pieces 
of chicken. 7. brown out, [~ + obj] to subject to a 
brownout: The power failure browned out half of the 
state. —brown/ish, adj. —brown/ness, n. [noncount) 

brown/-bag’, v. [~ + obj], -bagged, -bag-ging. to 
bring (one’s lunch) to work, often in a small brown paper 
bag: He always brown-bagged his lunch, unlike other ex- 
ecutives. —brown/-bag/ger, n. [count] 

brown’ belt’, n. [count] 1. a brown cloth waistband 
given to one who studies a martial art, to indicate a mid- 
dle level of expertise. 2. a person at this level. 

brown’ bet/ty (bet/é) /‘betiy/ n. [count], pl. brown 
bet-ties. a baked dessert made of apples or other fruit, 
breadcrumbs, sugar, butter, and spices. 

brownie (brou’né) /‘brawniy/ n. [count] 1. a good- 
natured fairy or elf who secretly helps at night with 
household chores. 2. a square piece of dense, chewy 
cake, usually chocolate: She baked a dozen brownies. 3. 
[sometimes: Brownie] a member of the division of the 
Girl Scouts or the Girl Guides for girls 6-8 years old: She 
was a Brownie for three years. 

Brownie point’, n. [count] Informal. credit for having 
done something as a favor, in order to gain recognition 
or advancement: How many Brownie points did you get 
for carrying the teacher's books? 

brown/-nose’, v., -nosed, -nos-ing, n. Slang. —v. 1. to 
try to get favors from (someone) by behaving in an overly 
friendly way: [no obj]: He was surprised to learn that 
brown-nosing wouldn't work with her. [~ + obj]: He tried 
to brown-nose the Frencli teacher by staying after school 
and helping her clean the room. —n. [count] 2. Also, 
brown/-nos’er. someone who behaves in this way; 
toady; sycophant. 

brown-out (broun/out’) /‘brawn,awt/ n. [count] a delib- 
erate reduction of the electric power sent out by a re- 
gion’s electrical generating company, esp. a reduction in 
voltage to prevent a blackout: The brownout occurred on 
a hot afternoon. 

brown’ rice’, n. [moncourit] rice from which the outer 
bran layers have not been removed by polishing. 

brownestone (broun/st6n’) /‘brawn,stown/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a reddish brown sandstone, used as a building 
material: houses of beautiful old brownstone. 2. [count] 
a building, or house attached to others in a row, which is 
made with this stone on the front: The party was at a 
fashionable brownstone. 

brown’ sug/ar, n. [rorcourt) sugar that retains some 
molasses or to which molasses has been added. 

browse (brouz) /brawz/ v., browsed, brows-ing, n. —Vv. 
[no Obj) 1. to eat or feed on bushes, leaves, etc.; graze: 
The deer were browsing in the meadows. 2. to glance at 
or read parts of a book, magazine, etc., Casually: 
browsed through the Sunday newspaper. 3. to look in an 
unhurried way at goods displayed for sale, as in a store: 
We browsed through the first Noor of the department 
store, waiting for a gift idea to come to us. —n. [court] 
4. an act or instance of browsing: a quick browse 
through the hardware section. —brows/er, ri. (count) 

brr (bur) /b3r/ interj. (used to express feelings of cold): 
"Brr, it’s cold,” she said. “Please turn up the leat.” 

brusin (brod/in) /‘bruwin/ rı. [court] a bear, esp. a Euro- 
pean brown bear. 

bruise (brd0z) /bruwz/ v., bruised, bruis-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to injure by striking or pressing, without breaking the 


98 


skin but causing a discolored spot to develop: [~ + obj): 
bruised her knee against the chair. [no obj): With that 
disease the patient bruises easily. 2. to injure or hurt 
slightly, as with an insult or unkind remark; offend: [~ + 
obj): Those sharp insults bruised her feelings. [no obj): 
We both bruise too easily. —n. [count] 3. an injury due 
to bruising: black-and-blue bruises on her arms and legs. 
—bruised, adj.: The bruised fruit had so many spots on 
it that we had to throw it out. —bruis/ing, adj.: He won 
the election only after a bruising campaign. 

bruis-er (broo/zar) /'bruwzər/ n. [count] Informal. a 
strong, tough man: A couple of bruisers blocked our way. 

brunch (brunch) /brantf/ n. 1. a meal that serves as 
both breakfast and lunch: [noncount]: We'll go out for 
brunch on Sunday about eleven o'clock. [count]: What 
can you eat at these brunches? —v. [no obj] 2. to eat 
brunch: We'll brunch at eleven o'clock. 

bruenet (brdo net’) /bruw'net/ adj. 1. (esp. of a white 
male) having dark hair; brunette. —n. [counf] 2. a per- 
son with dark hair and, often, dark eyes and darkish or 
olive skin. 

bruenette (broo net’) /bruw'net/ adj. 1. (of the hair, 
eyes, skin, etc., of a white person) of a dark color or 
tone: brunette hair. 2. (of a white person) having dark 
hair and, often, dark eyes and darkish or olive skin: / was 
met by a Striking brunette tour guide at the airport. —n. 
[count] 3. a person, esp. a female, with such coloring: 
Several brunettes walked by. 

brunt (brunt) /brant/ n. [noncount) —Idiom. bear or 
take the brunt of, [~ + obj] to suffer or absorb the 
main force or impact of (an attack or blow): Our town 
bore the brunt of the storm. 

brush! (brush) /braf/ n. [count] 1. a hand-held instru- 
ment of bristles and a handle, used for painting, clean- 
ing, grooming, etc.: The painter took a thin brush and 
began painting the wall. 2. an act of brushing; applica- 
tion of a brush: a few quick brushes of her hair. 3. a 
close approach, esp. to something undesirable or harm- 
ful; skirmish: a brush with disaster. 4. the brush, [singu- 
lar) a rejection or rebuff: to get the brush from one’s 
lover. Compare BRUSH-oOFF. —v. [~ + Obj] 5. to sweep, 
paint, groom, etc., with a brush. 6. to touch lightly in 
passing; pass lightly over: The plane just brushed the 
surface of the water. 7. brush aside or away, to disre- 
gard; ignore: [~ + obj + aside/away]: He brushed our 
objections aside. [~ + aside/away + obj): He brushed 
aside our objections. 8. brush off, [~ + obj + off] to 
send (someone) away; to refuse to listen to: He tried to 
start a conversation with her, but she brushed him off. 9. 
brush up (on), [~ + up (+ on) + obj] to revive or re- 
view (studies, a skill, etc.): had to brush up on his mathe- 
matics. —brush/er, n. [count] 

brush? (brush) /braf/ 1. [moncount]) 1. a thick, heavy, 
dense growth of bushes, shrubs, etc.: The fox disap- 
peared into the brush. 2. BRuSHWwooOD (defs. 1, 2). 

brushed (brusht) /braft/ adj. [before a noun) (of a fab- 
ric) having been treated by a brushing process in order 
to soften: brushed cotton. 

brush/-off’, n. [count] an act of suddenly sending 
someone away, or of refusing to speak with him or her: 
He tried to introduce himself to the beautiful actress, but 
she gave him the brush-off. 

brush-wood (brush’w66d/) /'braf,wod/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the wood of branches that have been cut or broken off. 
2. a pile of such branches. 3. land where such branches 
are piled. 

brusque (brusk) /brask/ adj. abrupt in manner; curt: He 
was quite brusque with the students who came to him for 
help. —brusque/ly, adv.: She brusquely showed me the 
door. —brusque/ness, n. [noncount]) —Syn. See 
BLUNT. 

Brus’sels sprout’ (brus/aiz) /‘brasalz/ n. [count] 1. 
Usually, Brussels sprouts. a plant having small heads or 
buds along the stalk that look like tiny cabbages. 2. 
Brussels sprouts, the heads or buds, eaten as a vegeta- 
ble. 

bructal (broot/!) /‘bruwt!/ adj. 1. cruel; savage; inhuman: 
The gang led a britat attack on their enemies. 2. harsh; 
severe; difficult to put up with: a brutal storm, 3. accu- 
rate, direct, and clear, but displeasing: You must face the 
brutal fact that you cannot walk again. —bru/talely, adv.: 
} found her remarks brutally honest. 

bructaleiety (brood tal/i tē) /bruw'talitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noricourit) the quality of being brutal: a suspect Claiming 
police brutality. 2. [count] a brutal act or practice: a se- 
rial killer who cormurnitted atrocities and brutatities. 

bructal-ize (broot/! iz’) /‘bruwt\|,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
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-iz-ing. 1. to make brutal or cruel: //is upbringing in that 
Slum brutalized him. 2. to treat (someone) with brutality: 
The dictator brutalized his people. —bructal-ieza-tion 
(broot/l i za’shan) /;bruwt|i'zeySan/ n. {noncount) 

brute (brdot) /bruwt/ n. [count] 1. an animal; beast: /t 
has been said that we humans are somewhere between 
angels and brutes. 2. a savage, insensitive, or crude per- 
son: She thought he was just a big brute. 3. [singular] 
the animal qualities, desires, etc., of humans: to bring 
out the brute in someone. —adj. [before a nourn) 4. like 
an animal, as in strength or cruelty: brute force. 

brut-ish (brōð/tish) /'bruwtif/ adj. 1. brutal; gross; un- 
civilized: His brutish behavior at the party. 2. bestial; like 
an animal: his brutish attempts to force sex with her. 
—brut/ish-ly, adv. —brut/ish-ness, 1. (noncount] 

B.S., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Science. 

b/s, an abbreviation of: bill of sale. 

B.S.A., an abbreviation of: Boy Scouts of America. 

B.Sc., an abbreviation of: Bachelor of Science. 

bsh., an abbreviation of: bushel. 

bsmt, an abbreviation of: basement. 

bth, an abbreviation of: bathroom. 

btl., an abbreviation of: bottle. 

btry., an abbreviation of: battery. 

Btu or BTU, an abbreviation of: British thermal unit. 

bu., an abbreviation of: 1. bureau. 2. bushel. 

bub (bub) /bab/ n. (count; usnally singular) Slang. (used 
as an often very impolite term of address): “Hey, bub, 
move it out of here,” he yelled at the Slow-moving car. 

bub-ble (bub/al) /'babal/ n, v, -bled, -bling. —n. 
[count] 1. a round body of gas in a liquid: The bubbles 
rose to the top of the kettle as the water boiled. 2. any- 
thing that seems to be solid but is not; a delusion or 
false hope: One day her bubble burst. 3.a canopy, shel- 
ter, Or structure in the shape of a ball; dome: The huge 
bubble enclosed the stadium. —v. [no obj) 4. to form, 
produce, or release bubbles: The boiling water was bub- 
bling. 5. to flow or spout with a gurgling noise: A foun- 
fain bubbled in the hotel lobby. 6. to proceed or go 
along in a lively, sparkling manner: The play bubbled 
with fin. 7. bubble over, [no obj) to overflow with liveli- 
ness Or happiness: bubbling over with Joy at the prospect 
of moving to a new house. 

bub/ble bath’, n. 1. [noncount] a powder or liquid that 
makes foam in bath water, often giving it a pleasant 
smell: Pour one capful of bubble bath in the water. 2. 
[count] a bath with such a substance added to the water: 
The kids liked to play in a bubble bath. 

bub-ble-gum (bub/al gum/) /‘babal,gam/ n. [noncount) 
chewing gum that can be blown into bubbles. 

bub-bly (bub/lé) /'babliy/ adj., -bli-er, -bli-est, n., pl. 
-blies. —adj. 1. full of or producing bubbles: bubbly 
Champagne. 2. lively; enthusiastic; cheerful: bouncy: a 
bubbly personality. —n. {noncount) 3. Informal. CHAM- 
PAGNE: We shared a small bottle of bubbly on New Year's 
Eve. —bub/bli-ness, n. [count] 

buc-ca-neer (buka nér’) /,bako'ntar/ n. [count] a pi- 
rate, esp. One who attacked Spanish colonies and ships 
along the American coast in the second half of the 17th 
century. 

buck’ (buk) /bak/ n. [count] 1. the male of the deer, an- 
telope, rabbit, and other animals. 2. Buckskin (def. 1). 3. 
a Casual shoe made of buckskin: used to wear white 
bucks. 4. a daring, dashing, or spirited man or youth. 
—adj. (before a noun) 5. of the lowest rank within a mili- 
tary designation: a buck private. 

buck? (buk) /bak/ v. 1. [no obj] (of an animal wearing a 
saddle or carrying a pack) to leap with the back arched 
and land with head low and forelegs stiff: The donkey 
bucked when it saw the snake. 2. [~ + obj) to throw or 
attempt to throw (a rider) by leaping this way: That wild 
bronco bucked its rider in just five seconds. 3. [no obj) 
(of a vehicle, etc.) to operate unevenly: When he put the 
car in gear it began to buck wildly. 4. to resist or oppose 
stubbornly: [~ + obj]: She bucked the system. [~ + at 
+ obj): He bucked at the suggestion to reduce his staff. 
5. [~ + obj] to force a way through (an obstacle): 
bucked the odds against him and succeeded anyway. 6. 
buck up, to make or become cheerful: [n0 obj): Don't 
feel so bad about losing; buck up and try again. [~ + 
obj + up): Let's try to buck the losers up. 

buck? (buk) /bak/ n. [noncount) 1. final responsibility: 
The buck stops here. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pass (some- 
thing) along to another, esp. to avoid responsibility: He 
didn't know what to do, so he bucked the issue to his su- 
perior. —Idiom. 3. pass the buck, to shift responsibil- 
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ity or blame to another person: Quit passing the buck all 
the time! 

buck? (buk) /bak/ adv. Informal. completely; stark: buck 
naked. 

buck® (buk) /bak/ n. [connt) Slang. 
fend me a few bucks till Saturday? 

buck-asroo (buka rōo’, buk/a roo’) = /'baka,ruw, 
ibaka'ruw/ n. [count], pl. -roos. Western U.S. a cowboy. 

buck-et, (bukit) /'bakit/ n. [count] 1. a deep, round 
container with a flat bottom, an open top, and a handle; 
pail: He put the mop in the bucket of water. 2. some- 
thing, as a scoop, shaped like this: the bucket on a 

steam shovel. 3. an amount (of something) carried in a 
bucket; bucketful: a bucket of sand. 4. [plural] a large 
amount: It's raining buckets out there. —Idiom. 5. a 
drop in the bucket, a small, inadequate amount: That 
donation of fify cents was just a drop in the bucket. 6. 
kick the bucket, Slang. to die: Too bad old Charrington 
kicked the bucket last week. 

buck-et-ful (buk/it foo!) bakit, fol n. (count), pl. -fuls. 
the amount that a bucket can hold. 

buck/et seat’, n. [count] an individual seat with a back 
partly enclosing the body, as in some automobiles: This 
model's bucket seats fold forward. 

bucksle (bukal) /'bakal/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. [count] 
1. a piece of metal attached to one end of a belt or Strap, 
used for fastening to the other end of the same strap or 
to another strap: His brass belt buckle flashed in the 
light. —v. 2. to fasten with a buckle or buckles: [sr 
obj): Buckle your seat belt. [~ + on + obj): The officer 
buckled on his pistol. [~ + obj + on): He buckled his 
pistol on. 3. {no obj] to bend because of fatigue: Sud- 
denly my knees buckled. 4. to bend, curl, or collapse 
suddenly because of heat or pressure: [no obj): When the 
earthquake hit, several highways buckled. [~ + obj): The 
intense heat buckled the road. 5. buckle down, [no obj) 
to set to work with strength and determination: Just 
buckle down and practice. 6. buckle under, [no obj) to 
Surrender, give way, or yield to another: The stubborn 
worker finally began to buckle under. 7. buckle up, [no 
obj] to fasten one’s belt, seat belt, or buckles: Please 
buckle up now; we're about to land. 

buck-shot (buk/shot’) /'bak,fpt/ n. [noncount] a large 
size of lead shot or pellets used in shotgun shells for 
hunting pheasants, ducks, etc. 

buckskin (buk/skin’) /'bak,skin/ m. 1. {noncount] a 
Strong, soft, yellowish or grayish leather, Originally pre- 
pared from the skin of a buck or deer. 2. buckskins, 
[plural] breeches or shoes made of buckskin. 

buck-tooth (buk/tooth’) /'bak'tuw0/ n. [count], pl. 

-teeth (-tēth/) /-'tiy0/. a tooth that sticks forward or out, 
esp. an upper front tooth: The child needs braces be- 
cause of his buckteeth. —buck-toothed (buk/tootht7) 
/‘bak,tuwOt/ adj. 

buck-wheat (buk/hwéet’, -wét/) ‘bak, hwiyt, -,wiyt/ n. 
[noncount]) 1. a plant grown for its edible triangular 
seeds. 2. the seeds of this plant, made into flour or a ce- 
real. 3. Also called buck’wheat flour’. flour made from 
buckwheat seeds. —adj. [usually before a noun) 4. made 
with buckwheat flour: buckwheat pancakes. 

bu-col-ic (bydo kolik) /byuw'kolik/ adj. of or relating to 
country living, esp. to ideal country living; pastoral: the 
bucolic setting of the old farms in the background. —bu- 
col/i-calely, adv. 

bud! (bud) /bad/ n., v., bud-ded, bud-ding. —n. 1. 
[count] any of the small parts on the end of a plant stem, 
from which leaves or flowers develop: The plants were 
showing a few buds by late April. 2. [noncount] a state of 
putting forth buds: roses in bud. —v. [no obj) 3. to pro- 
duce buds: The plants began to bud in early April. 4. to 
begin to develop: His genius began to bud at an early 
age. —Idiom. 5. in the bud, not developed but show- 
ing promise: a playwright in the bud. 6. nip in the bud, 
[mip t Ob) + ine =i stop (something) in the ear- 
liest stages: fo nip a mutiny in the bud. 

bud? (bud) /bad/ n. (used as a term of address to a man 
or boy) buddy; friend: “Hey bud, can you help me out, 
please,” he called. 

Bud-dhism (bd0/diz om, bddd/iz-) /‘buwdizam, 'budiz-/ 
n. [noncount) an Asian religion, Originated in India by 
Buddha (Gautama), holding that life is full of suffering 
caused by desire and that the way to end this suffering is 
through overcoming these desires. —Bud/dhist, n. 
(count), adj. 

bud-ding (buding) /'badi/ adj. [before a noun) in an 
early stage of development: a budding artist. 

bud-dy (bud/é) /'badiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. 1. a friend: 


a dollar: Can't you 


buddy system to built-in 


All his buddies showed up for the surprise party. 2. Bud’: 
Buddy, can you spare a dime? 

bud/dy sys’tem, n. [count] an arrangement or system 
in which two persons, such as swimmers, watch out for 
each other's safety. 

budge (buj) /bad3/ v. [often used with a negative}, 
budged, budg-ing. 1. to (cause to) move slightly: [no 
obj): The car wouldn't budge. [~ + obj): couldn't budge 
the car out of the snowbank. 2. to (cause to) change 
one’s opinion or stated position; (cause to) give in: [No 
obj): refused to budge on the question. [~ + obj]: We 
couldn't budge her on the issue. 

budg-er-i-gar (buj/a rē gar’) /‘bad3oriy,gar/ n. [count] 
an Australian parakeet, green with black and yellow 
marks. Also, budgie. 

budg-et (buj/it) /‘bad3it/ n. [count] 1. an estimate of 
expected income and expenses: drew up a budget and 
asked everyone to stick to it. 2. a list showing item by 
item how funds will be or have been used, etc., for a 
given period: showed him our budget of expenses. 3.a 
sum of money set aside for a particular purpose: The 
school construction budget won't be enough. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 4. reasonably or cheaply priced: budget 
seats. —v. 5. to plan or deal with an amount of (funds, 
time, etc.): [~ + obj]: We budgeted our time carefully. (~ 
+ for + obj]: We couldn't budget for every emergency. 

budg-etearsy (buj/i ter/ē) /'bad31 ,teriy/ adj. [before a 
noun] of or relating to a budget: a budgetary deficit. 

budgie (buj/é) /'bad3iy/ n. BUDGERIGAR. 

buff (buf) /baf/ n. 1. (noncount) light-yellow leather 
originally made from buffalo skin. 2. [noncount]) a 
brownish yellow color; tan. 3. [count] one who knows a 
lot about a certain subject: World War II buffs. 4. (non- 
count; the + J Informal. bare skin: streaked across the 
room in the buff. —adj. 5. of the color buff. —v. [~ + 
obj] 6. to clean, polish, or shine with a piece of some soft 
material: buffed iny shoes to a bright shine. 

buf-faslo (bufa 16’) /‘bafa,low/ n., pl. -loes, -los, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -lo, v., -loed, -lo-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a large wild ox, such as the bison. —v. [~ + 
obj) Informal. 2. to puzzle or confuse; baffle: Those test 
questions really buffaloed him. 3. [~ + obj + into + 
obj] to intimidate by a display of power, etc.: buffaloed 
me into doing that job. 

buff-er’ (buffer) /‘bafar/ n. [count] 1. an apparatus at 
the end of a railroad car, etc., for absorbing shock during 
coupling, etc. 2. one that shields and protects against 
harm, or lessens the impact of a shock or other misfor- 
tune: That small country was created as a buffer against 
the two warring states around it. 3. a temporary storage 
area that holds data until a computer is ready to process 
it. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cushion, shield, or protect. 

buff-er? (buffar) /"bafar/ n. (count) a device for polishing 
or buffing. 

buff-er? (buffar) /‘bafor/ n. (count) Brit. Slang. a foolish 
person. 

buf-fet! (buffit) /‘bafit/ n. [count] 1. a blow delivered 
with the hand or fist. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to strike against 
or push repeatedly: The wind buffeted the house. 3. to 
struggle against; battle: buffeted by a series of financial 
disasters. 

buf-fet? (bə fa’, bde-) /ba'fey, bu-/ n. [count] 1. a meal 
laid out so that quests may serve themselves: a buffet of 
cold cuts, salads, and desserts. 2. a counter, bar, or ta- 
ble for food or refreshments. 3. a restaurant with such a 
counter or table. —adj. [before a noun) 4. served from 
or as a buffet: a buffet supper. 

buf-foon (ba foon’) /bo'fuwn/ n. [count] one who 
amuses others by jokes, pranks, etc. —buf-foon/erry, n. 
(noncount): “What buffoonery is this?” he thundered. 
bug (bug) /bag/ n., v., bugged, bug-ging. —n. (count) 1. 
Also called true bug. an insect having sucking 
mouthparts and thickened, leathery wings in front. 2. 
(loosely) any insect. 3. Informal. a disease, or the micro- 
organism causing the disease: I’ve got the flu bug. 4. a 
defect, error, or imperfection, as in computer software: 
Work out the bugs in that programi. 5. (usually singular) 
Informal. a. a short-lived interest in or enthusiasm for 
something: /fe’s got the sports-car bug. b. someone very 
enthusiastic about a certain subject; fan: Someone who 
is interested in pliotograpliy is called a camera bug or a 
shutter bug. 6. a hidden microphone or other device 
used to hear or record information, etc.: plarited the bug 
in his suspect's room. —v. 7. [~ + obj) to install a secret 
listening device in or on: The plone was bugged. 8. [~ 
+ obj) Informal. to annoy or pester: Quit bugging me! 9. 
[no obj) (of the eyes) to bulge: His eyes bugged out of 


100 


his head. 10. bug off, [no obj] Slang. to leave or depart 
(often used aS a command): “Come here often?” he 
asked from the next barstool. “Bug off!” she answered. 
—lIdiom. 11. put a bug in someone's ear, to give 
someone a subtle suggestion: put a bug in his ear to 
start counting up everyone's vacation days. 

bug-a-boo (bug’a bod’) /'baga,buw/ n. [count], pl. 
-boos. something that causes fear or worry but may not 
be real; bugbear; bogy. ` 

bug-bear (bug/bar’) /‘bag,bear/ n. [count] 1. a persist- 
ent problem or source of annoyance. 2. any source, real 
or imaginary, of fright or fear. 

bug-eyed (bug/id’) /'bag,ayd/ adj. with bulging eyes, as 
from surprise or wonderment. 

bug-ger' (bug/ar, bddg’-) /'bagər, 'bug-/ n. [count] 1. 
Informal. (used to express affection, or to show anger or 
contempt) a fellow or lad: He's a cute little bugger. 2. In- 
formal. any object or thing: See if this little bugger fits in 
the slot. 3. Chiefly Brit. Slang. a. a despicable person, 
esp. a man. b. an annoying thing. —v. 4. [~ + obj 
Chiefly Brit. Slang. to cause problems for, esp. by deceiv- 
ing: This little gadget is buggering the works. 5. bugger 
off, [no obj) Chiefly Brit. Slang. BuG (def. 10): told me to 
bugger off. 

bug-ger? (bug/ar) /'bagar/ n. [count] a person who in- 
stalls electronic eavesdropping devices. 

bug-gered (bug/erd, bddg/-) /'bagard, 'bug-/ adj. Chiefly 
Brit. (vulgar). 1. (be + ~ + if] damned: ril be buggered 
if I'l! help you. 2. ruined; spoiled: The motors all bug- 
gered. 3. [III + be + buggered] (used to express 
amazement or great surprise): It's really you, then? Well, 
I'll be buggered; I never expected to see you again. 

bug-gy' (bug’é) /'bagiy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. 1. a light, 
four-wheeled, horse-drawn carriage with a single seat. 2. 
BABY CARRIAGE. 

bug-gy? (bug/é) /‘bagiy/ adj., -gi-er, -gieest. 1. infested 
with bugs. 2. Slang. crazy; insane: She's gone buggy. 3. 
(of a computer program or software) not working well be- 
cause of mistakes in programming: The program is still 
too buggy for everyday users. —bug/gireness, n. Inon- 
count) 

bu-gle (byd0’gal) /‘byuwgal/ n., v, -gled, -gling. —n. 
(count) 1. a brass wind instrument resembling a horn but 
usually without keys or valves. —v. [No obj] 2. to sound a 
bugle. —bu/gler, n. (count) 

build (bild) /bild/ v., built (bilt) /bılt/ build-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to make (a house, etc.) by putting together parts: [~ + 
obj): How many years did it take to build the Empire 
State Building? [no obj): The town wants to build in that 
area. 2. to start, increase, or strengthen; grow intense: 
[~ (+ up) + obj}: He came to this country and built (up) 
the family business. [~ + obj (+ up)): to build it (up). 
[no Obj; (~ + up)): The tension in that story builds (up) 
toward a Climax. See Buo uP below. 3. [~ + obj (+ 
into)] to form, shape, or create: The military school 
builds boys into mien. 4. build in or into, [~ + in/into + 
obj] to make something a part of something else: An al- 
lowance for travel was built into the budget. 5. build on 
or upon, [~ + or/upon + obj] a. to have as a basis: a 
relationship built on trust. b. to form or construct a plan, 
system of thought, etc.: to build on the philosophies of 
the past. 6. build up, [~ + up + obj) a. to develop, 
strengthen, or increase: She built up my confidence. b. 
to improve the strength or health of: weightlifting to build 
up his body. c. to fill up with houses or other buildings: 
My old neighborhood has really been built up. —n. 
(count; singular) 7. the shape or structure of a person's 
body or muscles; physique: She had a strong build. 

build-er (bil’dar) /'bildar/ n. [count] a person who builds 
buildings or houses as a job. 

buildsing (bil/ding) /‘bildin/ n. 1. [count] anything (such 
as a house, etc.) built on an area of land, having a roof 
and walls and usually intended to be kept in one place: 
Many of the old buildings were being fixed. 2. (noncount 
the act or business of constructing houses, etc. 

build-up or build-up (bild/up’) /‘bild,ap/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular) 1. an increase, as in amount, strength, or 
intensity: a buildup of suspense. 2. praise or publicity to 
make something or someone well-known, popular, etc.: 
The speaker gave our visitor quite a buildup before her 
speeclii. 

built (bilt) /bılt/ v. 1. the pt. and pp. of Buo. —adj. [be 
+ ~ Informal. 2. having a good physique or figure: The 
lifeguard was really built. 

built/-in’, adj. (usually: before a noun) 1. built so as to 
be a part of a larger construction: built-in bookcases. 2. 
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existing as a natural 
anisms. 

built/-up’, adj. (usually: before a noun) 1. built by the 
fastening together of several Parts: a shoe with a built-up 
heel. 2. (of an area) filled in with houses: /n built-up ar- 
eas the speed limit is 50 m.p.h. 

bulb (bulb) /balb/ n. [count] 1. a rounded root or under- 
ground stem of a plant, such as the onion or tulip. 2. 
any round, enlarged part, esp. at the end of a long ob- 
ject: the bulb of a thermometer. 3. the Part of an incan- 
descent lamp made of glass, through which electricity 
Passes, producing light. 

bul-bous (bul/bas) /'balbəs/ adj. 1. shaped like a bulb; 
rounded: a red, bulbous nose. 2. having or growing from 
bulbs. 

Bul-gar-i-an (bul gar’é an, bodl-) /bal'geariyan, bul-/ n. 
1. [count] a person born or living in Bulgaria. 2. (non- 
count) the language spoken by many of the people of 
Bulgaria. —adj. 3. of or relating to Bulgaria. 4. of or re- 
lating to the language spoken by many of the people of 
Bulgaria. 

bulge (bulj) /bald3/ n., v., bulged, bulging. —n. [count] 
l. a rounded part that sticks out of something: She 
started to exercise to reduce the bulge at her waistline. 
2. a sudden increase, as in volume: The graphs show the 
bulge in unemployrnent for that month. —v. [no obj] 3. 
to swell or bend outward; stick out: His stomach bulged 
out over his belt. 4. [~ + with] to be filled completely: 
The briefcase bulged with papers. 

bulk (bulk) /balk/ n. 1. [noncount] great weight, size, or 
mass: the great bulk of the aircraft carrier. 2. (count, 
usually singular] the body of a living creature, esp. when 
large or heavy: swung his considerable bulk oft the chair. 
3. (count; singular: the + ~ + of) the greater part or 
amount: The bulk of the debt was paid. 4. FiBer (def. 5). 
—adj. [before a noun] 5. being or involving material in 
bulk: The newsletters were sent by bulk mail. —v. (no 
obj) 6. to increase in size; expand; swell. 7. to be of 
great weight, size, or importance: The problem bulks 
large in his mind. —Idiom. 8. in bulk, in large quanti- 
ties Or amounts: rice sold in bulk. 

bulk-head (bulk/hed’) /balk,hed/ n. (count) a wall-like 
construction inside a ship, etc., that forms separate sec- 
tions: watertight bulkheads. 

bulkey (bul/ké) balkiy/ adj., -iser, -ieest. 1. of large 
bulk: bulky packages. 2. large or big: The fashion was for 
bulky sweaters. —bulk/i-eness, n. (noncount] 

bull’ (bdo!) /bul/ n. [count] 1. the male of the cow family: 
The bull charged the matador in the arena. 2. the male 
of certain other animals, as the elephant: the bull ele- 
Phants. 3. a person who believes that stock Prices will in- 
crease: The bulls went on a spree today, and the stock 
market soared. Compare BEAR. —adj. [before a noun) 4. 
marked by rising prices, esp. of stocks: a bull market. 
—Idiom. 5. bull in a china shop, an awkward or 
clumsy person: He was like a bull in a china Shop at that 
party, tripping over guests and getting in the way. 6. 
take the bull by the horns, to attack a difficult or risky 
problem boldly: He decided to take the bull by the horns 
and confront his boss. 

bull? (bòl) /bul/ n. [count] a formal document issued by 
a pope: the papal bull. 

bull? (bòl) /bul/ Slang. —n. [noncount) 1. exaggerations; 
lies; nonsense: That story about his rescuing those flyers 
was complete bull. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to try to fool or im- 
press by lies or exaggeration: Don't bull me; just tell me 
what's going on. —Idiom. 3. shoot the bull, to engage 
in friendly, easygoing conversation: We sat around all 
night shooting the bull. 

bull-dog (bõól/dôg/, -dog/) /bul,dog, -,dog/ n. [count] 1. 
an English breed of short, wide, muscular dogs with 
short hair. 2. a stubborn person; one who does not give 
up easily. 

bull-doze (bdd1/d5z’) /'bul,dowz/ v. [~ + obj}, -dozed, 
-doz-ing. 1. to clear, move, or reshape (the land) with or 
as if with a bulldozer: They bulldozed the area and 
started construction. 2. to knock down or clear away by 
Or as if by using a bulldozer: to bulldoze trees from a 
site. 3. [~ + obj + into + verb-ing] to force (someone) 
to do (something) by bullying; coerce: We bulldozed him 
into buying the computer. 4. [~ + obj] to force (some- 
thing) in the manner of a bulldozer: bulldozed his plan 
through Congress. 

bull-doz-er (bòl/dő/zər) /bul,dowzor/ n. [count] a 
large, powerful tractor having a large blade at the front 
end. 

bul-let (bd0/7it) /bulit/ n. [count] 1. a small piece of 
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metal fired from a gun: One bullet struck an innocent by- 
stander. —Idiom. 2. bite the bullet, to force oneself 
to perform a painful task, or to endure an unpleasant sit- 
uation: bit the bullet and went in to sec the boss, expect- 
ing to be fired. 

bul-le-tin (bdol/i tn, -tin) Mbolitn, -tin/ n. (coun) 1. a 
brief, official statement issued publicly: We interrupt this 
Program to bring you an important bulletin, 2. a publica- 
tion regularly issued by an organization, etc.: read in the 
Church bulletin that our friend's baby would be baptized. 
3. a catalog describing the courses taught at a college. 

bul/letin board’, n. [count] a board for putting up bul- 
letins, notices, etc. See illustration at OFFICE. 

bul-let-proof (bòól/it proof’) bolit,pruwf/ adj. (of vehi- 
cles, Clothing, etc.) capable of absorbing or reducing the 
impact of a bullet: a bulletproof vest. 

bul/let train’, n. [count] a high-speed passenger train, 
esp. in Japan: The bullet train travels at more than 150 
m.p.h. 

bull-fight (bool/fit’) lbol,fayt/ n. [count] a traditional 
Spanish entertainment in which a bull is fought in a cer- 
tain way and killed with a sword. —bull/fight/er, n. 
[count] —bull/fight/ing, n. (noncount) 

bullfinch (bd0l/finch’) bul, fintf/ n. (count) a finch of 
Europe and Asia, the male of which has a black, white, 
and bluish-gray back with a rosy breast. 

bull-frog (bddI/frog/, -frég/) /'bul frog, 
a large North American frog having a 
constant croaking of the bullfrogs. 

bull-head-ed (bodl*hed/id) /'bul,hedid/ adj. unreasona- 
bly or stupidly stubborn; obstinate: a bullheaded person 
who wouldn't listen to new ideas. —bull/head/ed-ly, 
adv. —bull’head/ed-ness, n. (noncount] 

bull-horn or bull horn (bòól/hôrn/) /'bul,horn/ n. 
[count] a high-powered, electrical loudspeaker: Talking 
through the bullhorn, the detective persuaded the gun- 
man to surrender. 

bul-lion (bddl/yan) /'bulyən/ n. (noncount) gold or silver 
in the form of bars or ingots. 

bullish (bddl/ish) /buli f/ adj. 1. like a bull; stupid or 
Stubborn. 2. a. (of the stock market) characterized by or 
Causing a trend toward rising prices: a bullish market af- 
fer the economic forecast. b. optimistic, esp. about gen- 
eral business conditions: We're bullish on those bonds. 
—bull/ish-ly, adv. —bull/ish-ness, n. [noncount] 

bul-lock (bd0l/ak) /'bulək/ n. [count] a bull that has had 
its sexual organs removed; steer. 

bull” pen’ or bull/pen/, n. [count] 1. a. a place where 
relief pitchers warm up during a baseball game. b. the 
relief pitchers on a team, considered as a whole: The 
bullpen is a little tired. 2. Informal. a large cell for hold- 
ing prisoners temporarily. 

bull-ring (bd0I/ring’) /bul,rin/ n. [count] an arena where 
a bullfight is held. 

bull” ses/sion, n. (count) an informal group discussion 
in which people speak freely without a specific goal or fo- 
cus. 

bull’s/-eye’, n. (count), pl. -eyes. 1. the circular spot at 
the center of a target. 2. a shot that hits this. 3. any 
Statement or act that achieves a desired result directly. 

bull’ ter’rier, n. (count) an English breed of strong 
medium-sized dogs with an oval head. 

bul-ly (bd0lé) /'buliy/ n., pi. -lies, v., -lied, -ly-ing, adj., 
interj. —n. [count] 1. one who bothers and hurts smaller 
people: The class bully cornered him at his locker and 
demanded money. —v. 2. to use one’s strength to 
bother (smaller people) in this way: [~ + obj]: She was 
bullied constantly at school. (~ + obj + into + verb- 
ing): bullied into going along with the plan. —adj. 3. In- 
formal. fine; excellent: Teddy Roosevelt called the presi- 
dency his “bully pulpit,” because it was an excellent posi- 
tion from which to speak directly to the Arnerican people. 
—interj. 4. (used to express approval, or sarcastic ap- 
proval): “/ did it!” “Bully for you,” he mumbled, 

bul-lysboy (bddI7@ boi’) Ibuliy,boy/ n. (count) a rough 
man, Or One hired to injure or kill another: hoodlum, 

bul-rush (bd0l/rush/’) Mbul,raS/ n. (count; usually plural 
any of various rushes of the sedge cattail families. 

bulwark (bòõól/wərk, -wôrk, bul/-) /'bulwark, -wərk, 
'bal-/ n. (count) 1. a wall of earth or other material built 
for defense; rampart. 2. any protection against danger, 
injury, Or annoyance. 3. a person or thing that gives 
strong support or encouragement. 

bum’ (bum) /bam/ n, v., bummed, bum-ming, adj., 
bum-mer, bum-mest. —v. [count] 1. a person who 
avoids work and lives off others. 2. Informal. a person 
who is very interested in something; enthusiast: a ski 


- frog/ n. (count) 
deep voice: the 


bum to buoy 


bum; a beach bum. 3. Informal. an incompetent or 
worthless person: “Get another job, you bums,” he 
yelled. —v. 4. [~ + obj (+ off + obj)] Informal. to bor- 
row (something) without a promise to return: Can | bum 
a cigarette (off you)? 5. bum around, [no obj) Informal. 
to spend time or wander aimlessly: All vacation long we 
just bummed around. —adj. (before a noun] Slang. 6. of 
poor or miserable quality; worthless: a bum deal on that 
useless car. 7. false or misleading: A bum rap is when 
you are falsely accused of something. 8. lame: a bum 
leg. —Idiom. 9. bum (someone) out, [~ + obj + out) 
Slang. to disappoint, upset, Or annoy: That test really 
bummed me out. 

bum? (bum) /bam/ n. [count] Brit. Slang. the buttocks; 
rump: falling on his bum. 

bum-ble! (bum/bal) /‘bambol/ v. [no obj), -bled, -bling. 
1. to do a poor job; bungle; muddle. 2. to stumble awk- 
wardly or clumsily: He bumbled into the room. —bum/- 
bler, n. [count] 

bum:ble? (burn/bal) /'bambəl/ v. [no obj}. -bled, -bling. 
to make a buzzing, humming sound, as a bee. 

bum-ble-bee or bum-ble bee (bum/bal bē/) /'bamb- 
əl,biy/ n. [count] any of several large, hairy bees. 

bum-bling (bun/bling) /‘bamblin/ adj. [before a noun) 
tending to make awkward mistakes or blunders; inept. 

bum-mer (bum/ar) /‘bamar/ n. [count] Slang. any un- 
pleasant experience: Getting into an accident the first 
time that I had the car was a bummer. 

bump (bump) /bamp/ v. 1. to come into contact with; 
collide with: [~ + obj]: The car bumped a rucka oe 
against + obj): The car bumped against a tree. [~ + 
into + obj): She bumped into me. 2. [~ + obj] to cause 
to strike or collide: / bumped my arm. 3. [~ + obj) In- 
formal. to remove or dismiss: The airline bumped me 
from the flight. 4. [no obj] to proceed in a series of jolts 
or rough, uncomfortable shaking: The old car bumped 
down the road. 5. bump into, [~ + into + obj] to meet 
by chance: / bumped into her on the way home. 6. 
bump off, Slang. to murder: [~ + off + obj): planned to 
bump off the mobster. [~ + obj + off}: planned to 
bump him off. —n. [count] 7. a collision; blow: The ship 
came into the dock with a slight bump. 8. a swelling or 
raised bruise from a blow: He got a bump on the head. 
9. a small, uneven area raised above the level of the sur- 
rounding surface: many bumps on the road. 

bump-er (bum/par) /‘bampor/ n. [count] 1. a metal 
band or bar, usually horizontal, for protecting the front or 
rear of a vehicle, etc.: flashy chrome bumpers. 2. any 
protective guard, pad, or disk for absorbing shock and 
preventing damage from bumping: railroad bumpers. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. unusually large; abundant: a 
bumper crop. 

bump/er stick/er, n. [count] a strip of paper for stick- 
ing onto the rear bumper of an automobile, having an 
advertisement, political slogan, etc., printed on it: 
bumper stickers for all sorts of causes. 
bump/er-to-bump/er, adj. slow-moving because of 
lines of cars one behind the other: biumper-to-bumper 
traffic. 

bump-kin (bump/kin) /‘bampkin/ n. [count] an awkward, 
simple person from the country; yokel. 

bump-tious (bump/shas) /'bampfəs/ adj. conceited; 
self-important. —bump/tious-ly, adv. —bump/tious: 
ness, n. [noncount] 

bump-y (bum/pe) /'bampiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of 
bumps: a bumpy road. 2. full of bounces or jolts: a 
bumpy ride. —bump/ieness, n. [noncount] 

bum’s’ rush’, n. (count; singular] Slang. a rude or 
sudden dismissal: gave me the bum’s rush right after 
dinner. 

bun (bun) /ban/ n. [count] 1. a round bread roll, plain or 
sweetened: III have a sweet bun witli my coffee. 2. hair 
tied into a round knot; this hairstyle: hair tied into a se- 
vere bun. 3. buns, [plural Slang. buttocks. 

bunch (bunch) /bantf/ n. [count] 1. a cluster held to- 
gether: a bunch of grapes. 2. [Singular; a + ~ + of) a 
group of people or things: a buncli of papers. 3. (singu- 
lar: a + ~(+ ofa large quantity: lots: Thanks a bunch. 
[a + ~ + of + noncount noun): That's a burich of gar- 
bage. [a + ~ + of + plural noun): a bunch of students. 
—y. 4. [~ + obj] to group together: all bunched together 
in the crowded elevator. 5. bunch up, a. [110 obj) to stay 
in a group: The sheriff told his men not to bunch up but 
to spread out. b. (of fabric or clothing) to gather into 
folds: [~ + up + obj]: My clothes were all bunched up 
after beirig in suitcases for so long. [no obj): Your clothes 
will bunch up if you keep theni in the suitcase. 
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bun-die (bun/dl) /'band}/ n., v, -dled, -dling. —n. 
[count] 1. an item wrapped for carrying; package: He 
brought in a few bundles from the car. 2. several objects 
or a quantity of material gathered or bound together: a 
bundle of hay; a bundle of wood. 3. (singular; a = ast 
of| a number of things considered together. 4. a large 
amount of something; a lot of: Hes a bundle of nerves 
(= He is very nervous). 5. Slang. a great deal of money: 
made a bundle in that last deal. —v. 6. [~ + obj) to 
wrap in a bundle: She bundled the packages together. 7. 
[~ + obj (+ offinto/out)] to send or push away (Off, etc.) 
hurriedly: They bundled her off to the country. The police 
bundled him into the car. 8. [~ + obj] to supply or in- 
clude (products or services) in one sale for one price: 
The computer comes bundled with software and disk- 
ettes. 9. bundle up, to dress warmly or snugly: [70 obj): 
Bundle up, it’s cold outside. (~ + obj + up): We bun- 
dled the kids up in layers of clothes. 

bung’ (bung) /ban/ n. [count] a small piece of wood, 
used as a stopper for an opening of a barrel. 

bung? (bung) /ban/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to beat. 2. Brit. 
Slang. to throw or shove carelessly, quickly, or violently: 
Just bung it in the machine and see what happens. 

bun-ga-low (bung/ge 10’) /‘banga,low/ n. [count] a 
small house or summer cottage. 

bun-gee (bun/jé) /band3iy/ n. [count] 1. an elasticized 
cord, typically with a hook at each end, used to bind a 
suitcase to a wheeled carrier, etc. 2. a similar cord at- 
tached to the edge of a high place at one end and to the 
leg of a jumper at the other, used in a sport of jumping 
off high places and bouncing. Also called bun/’gee cord’. 

bun-gle (bung/gal) /‘bangal/ v., -eled, -gling, n. —v. 1. 
to do clumsily, awkwardly, or badly; botch: [~ + obj): 
The electrician bungled the wiring job. (no obj): If she 
keeps bungling, she'll lose the job. —n. [count] 2. a job 
or work that has been done clumsily: a complete bungle. 
—bun/gled, adj.: the bungled assassination attempt. 
—bun/gier, n. [count] —bun/gling, n. [noncount): 
equal amounts of bungling and stupidity. 

bun-ion (bun/yan) /‘banyan/ n. [count] a painful swelling 
or lump on the big toe. 

bunk! (bungk) /bank/ n. [count] 1. a bed built into the 
wall, as on a ship, with one on top of another. —v. 2. [no 
obj] to occupy a bunk or bed: bunked together in the 
Navy. 3. [~ + obj] to provide with a place to sleep: They 
bunked us in cots. 

bunk? (bungk) /bank/ n. [noncount] Informal. nonsense: 
I can't believe your story; it sounds like a lot of bunk. 

bunk’ bed’, n. [count] either of two single beds con- 
nected one above the other. 

bun-ker (bung/kar) /bankar/ n. [count] 1. a large bin or 
receptacle. 2. a partially underground chamber, built as 
a bomb shelter: stayed in his bunker during the shelling. 
3. Golf. any obstacle, such as a sand trap, constituting a 
hazard: His first shot went into the bunker. 

bunk-house (bungk/hous’) /'bank,haws/ n. [count] a 
rough building with bunk beds, used for sleeping by 
ranch workers or campers. 

bun-ko or bun-co (bung/k6) /'bankow/ n. [count], pl. 
-kos or -cos. Informal. a scheme or swindle to take a 
person’s money. 

bun-kum or bunecombe (bung/kem) /'bankom/ n. 
[noncount] insincere talk; nonsense; claptrap; humbug. 

buneny (bun/é) /'baniy/ n., pl. -nies, adj. —n. [count] 1. 
a rabbit, esp. a young one. 2. Slang (sometimes dispar- 
aging and offensive). an attractive young woman, often 
engaged in a sport: a beach bunny (= a young woman 
hanging around the beach). —adj. [before a noun] 3. de- 
signed for or used by beginners in skiing: a bunny slope. 

Bun/sen burn/er (bun/san) /'banson/ n. [count] a gas 
burner with a hot flame, commonly used in chemical lab- 
oratories. 

bunt (bunt) /bant/ v. 1. to tap (a pitched baseball) a 
short distance from home plate: [no obj): He bunted at 
the first pitch. [~ + obj): He managed to bunt the fast- 
ball. —n. [count] 2. a. the act of bunting a baseball: a 
perfect bunt. b. a bunted baseball: His bunt rolled a bit. 
—bunt/er, n. [court] 

bunting! (bun/ting) /‘bantin/ n. (noncount) patriotic and 
brightly colored decorations made from cloth or paper, 
usually in the form of draperies, wide streamers, etc. 

bun-ting? (bun/ting) /‘bantin/ n. [count] a small, chiefly 
seed-eating songbird. 

bun-ting? (bun/ting) /‘bantin/ n. 
sleeping garment for infants. 

bu-eoy (boo/é, boi) /'buwiy, boy/ n. [count] l. an an- 
chored float used as a marker for ships. 2. a ringlike life 


[count] a hooded 
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preserver. —v. [~ + obj] 3. a. to keep afloat. b. to en- 
courage; cheer up: Her courage was buoyed by the doc- 
tor’'s assurances. 4. to mark with buoys. 

buoy-an-cy (boi/en sé, boo’yan sé) /'boyansiy, ‘buwyo- 
nsiy/ also buoy’ance, n. [moncount) 1. the power to 
float or rise in a fluid: That piece of light wood has a lot 
of buoyancy. 2. the power of a liquid to Support an ob- 
ject so that it floats: Buoyancy is the pressure of a liquid 
pushing upward on an object that is in that liquid. 3. 
lightness of spirit; cheerfulness. 

buoy-ant (boi/ant, bao/yant) boyont, 'buwyant/ adj. of 
or relating to buoyancy. —buoy/antely, adv. 

bur (bir) /b3r/ n. [count] 1. a prickly case around the 
seeds of certain plants, as the chestnut. 2. any bur- 
bearing plant. 3. Burr! (defs. 1, 3). 4. a rotary cutting 
tool like a drill. 

bur., an abbreviation of: bureau. 

burb (bûrb) /barb/ n. [count] Slang. Usually, burbs. [plu- 
ral] suburbs: Many families flocked to the burbs. 

bur-ble (bir/bal) /'barbal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to make a bubbling sound: gurgle: The baby sat 
in his highchair, burbling happily. 2. to speak in an ex- 
cited manner; babble: burbling about her new job. —n. 
[count] 3. a bubbling sound: The baby let out a little bur- 
ble of joy. 

bur-den (biir/dn) /bardn/ n. [count] 1. that which is car- 
ried; load: a burden of five hundred pounds. 2. that 
which is difficult to bear; onus: weighed down by the bur- 
den of leadership. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to load heavily: bur- 
dened with all the packages. 4. to trouble: cause worry: / 
dont mean to burden you with all my problems, —bur’- 
dened, adj. [be + ~): He was burdened with worries. 

bur/den of proof’, n. [noncount: the + ~] the obliga- 
tion to offer enough evidence in a court of law to support 
an accusation: /n a criminal case in the U.S., the burden 
of proof rests on the prosecution. 

bur-den-some (btir’dn səm) /‘b3rdnsom/ adj. causing 
worry; tiresome: becoming burdensome with his com- 
plaints. 

bu-reau (bydér’5) /'byurow/ n. [count], pi. buereaus, bus 
reaux (byoor/0z) /‘byurowz/. 1. a chest of drawers: The 
keys are right on top of the bureau. 2. a division of a 
government department: the weather bureau. 3. an of- 
fice that collects and distributes information: agency; 
branch: The personnel bureau handles that. 4. Chiefly 
Brit. a writing desk with drawers for papers. 

bu-reauc-ra-cy (by6o rok/ra sé) /byu'rokrasiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] government by a rigid, complex, 
and usually large number of bureaus, administrators, and 
self-important officials: No one wants more bureaucracy. 
2. [count] a body of officials and administrators in this 
system: worked hard to make the bureaucracy more ef- 
fective. 3. [noncount] rules, routines, and procedures of 
such a system: bogged down with the bureaucracy of try- 
ing to leave the country. 

bu-reau-crat (byoér’a_krat’) /byura,kret/ n. [count] a 
member of a bureaucracy. —bu/reau-crat/ic, adj.: bu- 
reaucratic foul-ups. —bu/reau-crat/i-calely, adv. 

burg (bûrg) /b3rg/ n. [count] Informal. a small town: The 
swindlers got out of this burg before they got caught. 

bur-geon (bir/jan) /‘bard3an/ v. [no obj) to grow or de- 
velop quickly; flourish: The town was burgeoning into a 
city. 

burg-er (bir/gar) /'bsrgor/ n. [count] a hamburger: two 
burgers, one with catsup and pickles. 

-burger, suffix. -burger (originally taken from the word 
HAMBURGER) is attached to roots and some words to form 
nouns that mean “the food added to, or substituted for, a 
basic hamburger”: cheese + -burger ~ cheeseburger (= 
a hamburger with cheese added on top); fish + -burger 
~ fishburger (= fish substituted for the meat of a ham- 
burger). 

burgh-er (bir/ger) /'bsrgər/ n. [count] one who lives in 
a town or borough, esp. a wealthy or rich member of the 
middle class. 

bur-eglar (bir/glar) /'bərglər/ n. [count] one who com- 
mits burglary. 

bur-glar-ize (bir/gle riz’) /'bsrglo,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to commit burglary. 

bur-glar-proof (bir/glar proof’) ‘barglor,pruwf/ adj. 1. 
safeguarded or made safe from or secure against bur- 
glary: a burglarproof home. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make 
burglarproof: a simple way to burglarproof your home. 

bur-gla-ry (bir/gla rē) /'bargloriy/ n, pl. -ries. the 
crime of breaking into and entering the house, office, 
etc., of another to steal: [noncount): was found guilty of 
burglary. (count): over fifty burglaries in three months. 


buoyancy to burn 


bur-gle (bûr/gəl) /'bsrgəl/ v. [~ + obj), -gled, -gling. 
Informal. to burglarize: They'd burgled the office. 

bur-gunedy (bûr/gən dē) /‘baurgandiy/ n., pl. -dies for 1. 
l. a red or white wine, esp. one from central France: 
[noncount]: barrels of burgundy. (count): a wonderfully 
clear burgundy. 2. (noncount) a grayish red-brown to 
blackish-purple color. 

bur-ieal (ber’é al) /'beriyal/ n. the act or ceremony of 
burying a dead body: [noncount): Burial for those sailors 
was at sea. [count]: Burials are not permitted on Friday 
evenings there. 

bur-lap (bûr/lap) /'bsrlæp/ n. [noncount] a plain, coarse 
fabric of jute or hemp used for bags, etc. 

bur-lesque (bər lesk’) /bər'lesk/ n. 1. a comic piece that 
imitates or makes fun of a subject, as of fancy literary or 
dramatic pieces, etc.: [count]; a burlesque of odes to na- 
ture. [noncount]: Some of the best criticisms of that soci- 
ety come from burlesque. 2. a stage show featuring vul- 
gar comic and striptease acts: [noncount]: Burlesque in 
the early 1900's in America was not hard to break into. 
[count]: We went to several burlesques. —adj. [usually 
before a noun) 3. of, relating to, or like stage-show bur- 
lesque: burlesque shows. —Syn. BURLESQUE, CARICATURE, 
PARODY, TRAVESTY refer to pieces of writing or plays in a 
theater that imitate works or subjects in order to achieve 
a humorous purpose. The device of BURLESQUE iS making 
fun of serious or light subjects through comparison with 
their opposites: a burlesque of high and low life. carica- 
TURE, usually associated with drawings, cartoons, or other 
visual effects in literary works, uses exaggeration of the 
details that everyone knows about a character or thing: 
The caricature emphasized his large nose. PARODY 
achieves its humor through applying the style or tech- 
nique of writing (words, phrases, sentences, conversa- 
tions) of a well-known work or author to some other, un- 
expected subjects: a parody of Hemingway. TRAVESTY 
takes a serious subject and uses a style or language that 
seems absurd: a travesty of a senator making a speech. 

burely (bar/lé) /'bsrliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. large in size; 
stout; sturdy: a couple of burly cops. —bur/li-ness, n. 
(noncount] 

Bur-mese (bar méz/, -més/) /bar'miyz, -'miys/ n., pl. 
-mese. 1. [count] a person born or living in Burma. 2. 
(noncount] the language spoken by many of the people 
in Burma. —adj. 3. of or relating to Burma. 4. of or re- 
lating to the language spoken by many of the people in 
Burma. 

burn (barn) /barn/ v., burned or burnt (burnt) /b3rnt/ 
burn-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) be on fire: [no obj): The 
house is burning. [~ + obj]: The fire burned the house 
down. 2. to (cause to) use up or consume fuel and Give 
off energy: [no obj): The lights were burning all night. [~ 
+ obj): That plane burns a lot of fuel in a short time. 3. 
to (cause to) be hot: [no obj]: She was burning with a 
high fever. [~ + obj): The hot pavement burned my feet 
through my shoes. 4. to (cause to) produce or feel sharp 
pain: [no obj): The whiskey burned in his throat. [m i 
obj): The iodine burned his cut. 5. to (cause to) be dam- 
aged or destroyed by fire, heat, or acid: [no obj): Turn off 
the heat; the steak is burning. [~ + obj): The acid 
burned his face and left a scar. 6. [no obj; usually: be + 
~-ing] to feel strong emotion: He was burning with rage. 
7. to sunburn: [no obj): Better get out of the sun; your 
shoulders are burning. [~ + obj): I was badly burned at 
the beach. 8. [no obj) Slang. to die in an electric chair: 
The prosecutor promised him he'd burn for that crime. 
9. [~ + obj] to kill or execute by burning: Joan of Arc 
was burned at the stake. 10. [~ + obj] Slang. to cheat, 
deceive, or swindle: burned in a Phony stock deal. 11. 
[be + ~-ing + to + verb] to be very eager (to do some- 
thing specified): / was burning to tell you what happened. 
12. burn down, to burn completely; to burn to the 
ground: [no obj): All the houses on that block burned 
down. [~ + down + obj): They burned down the house. 
[~ + obj + down): They burned the house down. 13. 
burn off, (of morning mist) to (cause to) disappear by 
the warmth of the rising sun: [~ + off + obj): The morn- 
ing sun burned off the fog. [no obj): The fog had burned 
off. 14. burn out, a. [~ (+ itsel) + out)] to cease or 
stop functioning because something has been burned up 
Or worn Out: The rocket engine burned out. The firemen 
let the fire burn (itsel) out. b. [~ (+ oneself) + out] to 
become exhausted or uninterested through overwork: Af- 
ter twenty years at the same job, he had burned himself 
out and wanted a change. 15. burn up, a. to burn com- 
pletely: [no obj): The missile pieces began to burn up as 
they entered the earth's atmosphere. [~ + up + obj): 
She burned up all his old love letters. [7 + obj + up): 


burner to businesslike 


She burned the letters up. b. Informal. to (cause to) be- 
come angry: [no obj): He's sitting in his office, burning 
up, every minute that you're late. [~ + obj + up): That 
kind of whining really burns me up! —n. [count] 16. an 
injury caused by heat, etc., characterized by a painful 
reddening of the skin. —IJdiom. 17. burn a hole in 
one's pocket, (of money that is handy) to cause a desire 
to spend quickly: The money from his first paycheck was 
burning a hole in his pocket. 18. burn the candle at 
both ends, to use up one’s strength or energy by too 
much activity. 19. burn the midnight oil, to work, 
study, etc., until late at night: burning the midnight oil 
before that test. 

burn-er (bir/nar) /'barnor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that burns: an oil burner. 2. the part of a gas or 
electric fixture or appliance, as a stove, from which flame 
or heat comes out. 

burning (bûr/ning) /'b3rnin/ adj. [usually before a noun] 
1. very hot; simmering: the burning summer sidewalks. 
2. intense; passionate: a burning desire to kiss her. 3. 
urgent or crucial; important: a burning question. 

burenish (bir/nish) /'barmf/ v. [~ + obj) to polish (a 
surface) by rubbing: The silver was burnished to a beauti- 
ful finish. —bur/nished, adj.: burnished silver bracelets. 

burn-out (biirn/out’) /‘barn,awt/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
ending of effective combustion in a rocket engine due to 
lack of fuel. 2. fatigue and frustration resulting from pro- 
longed stress and overwork. 

burnt (burnt) /bsrnt/ v. a pt. and pp. Of BURN. 

burp (burp) /barp/ Informal. —n. [count] 1. a belch: let 
out a long burp. —v. 2. to (cause to) belch: [no obj): In 
his culture it is polite to burp after a meal to express ap- 
preciation and thanks to the cook. [~ + obj): She 
burped the baby. 

burr’ (bir) /b3r/ n. [count] 1. a ragged edge formed on 
metal while during drilling, shearing, or engraving. 2.a 
rough lump that sticks out on any object, as on a tree. 3. 
a hand-held rotary power tool used to cut small holes. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to form a rough point or edge on. 5. to 
remove burrs from. Also, bur (for defs. 1, 3). 

burr? (bir) /b3r/ n. [count] 1. a special pronunciation of 
(r) in some Northern English dialects or as in Scottish 
English. 2. a whirring noise. —v. [no obj] 3. to make a 
whirring sound: The phones in Europe don't seem to 
ring; they burr. 

bur-ri-to (ba ré/td) /ba'riytow/ n. [count], pl. -tos. a 
kind of Mexican food, a flour tortilla folded over a filling, 
as of beef, cheese, or refried beans. 

bur-ro (bûr/ō, bddr’d) /‘bsrow, ‘burow/ n. [count], pl. 
-ros. a donkey, esp. a small one used to carry things. 
bur-row (bûr/ō, bur/ō) /‘bsrow, 'barow/ n. [count] 1. a 
hole or tunnel in the ground made by an animal: The 
rabbit reached its burrow. —v. 2. to dig a burrow (into): 
[no obj): He burrowed into the ground. [~ + obj): The 
rabbit burrowed its way down through the ground. 3. [no 
obj] to move or proceed by or as if by digging: She bur- 
rowed under the covers. —bur/roweer, n. (count) 
bur-sar (bûr/sər, -sar) /'barsar, -sar/ n. [count] a treas- 
urer or business officer, esp. of a college or university: 
Go to the bursar’s office and pick up your check. 

bursary (bûr/sə rē) /‘b3rsariy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 
Brit. a college scholarship. 

bur-si-tis (bər si/tis) /bər'saytıs/ n. [noncount] inflam- 
mation of a small sac near a bone that is used in mov- 
ing, such as a shoulder. 

burst (bûrst) /barst/ v., burst or, often, burst-ed, burst. 
ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) break, or fly apart suddenly: 
[no obj): The balloon burst. [~ + obj): The cold weather 
burst the pipes. 2. [no obj] to come forth suddenly and 
with force or impact: The police burst into the room. 3. 
to give sudden expression to a feeling: [~ + into + obj): 
burst into tears. [~ + out): He burst out laughing. [~ + 
with + obj): We nearly burst with pride. 4. [no obj) to 
appear suddenly: The sun burst through the Clouds, —n. 
[count] 5. an act or instance of bursting: several bursts of 
machine gun fire. 6. a sudden, intense display, as of ef- 
fort: She put on a burst of speed. 7. a sudden expres- 
sion, as of emotion: a burst of rage. 

bur-y (ber/é) /'beriy/ v. [~ + obj], -ied, -y-ing. 1. to put 
(a dead body) in the ground or a vault, or into the sea, 
often with ceremony: buried next to his wife of fifty years. 
2. to put in the ground and cover with earth: The treas- 
ure was buried in six feet of earth. 3. to cover with some- 
thing: He was buried in the rubble of the building. 4. [of- 
ten: ~ + oneselfitself| plunge into; sink into: The bullet 
had buried itself in the tree. 5. to conceal from sight; 
hide: to bury a card in the deck. 6. [~ + oneself to be 
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occupied in: He buried himself in his work. — Idiom. 7. 
bury one’s head in the sand, to ignore the facts of a 
situation: You have to take a stand on this issue and stop 
burying your head in the sand. 8. bury the hatchet, to 
stop fighting: decided to bury the hatchet and see if we 
could work together once more. 

bus! (bus) /bas/ n., pil. bus-es, bus-ses, v., bused or 
bussed, bus-ing or bus-sing. —n. [count] 1. a large, 
long motor vehicle equipped with seating for passengers: 
The children waited for the school bus. See illustration at 
STREET. —v. 2. to travel by bus; to carry, convey, or trans- 
port by bus: [no obj): Let's see if we can bus back to the 
hotel. [~ + obj]: People were bused in to take part in 
the demonstration. 3. [~ + obj] to transport (pupils) to 
school by bus, esp. as a means of achieving racial inte- 
gration: claimed that children are bused to schools in 
trips that take an hour or more. 

bus? (bus) /bas/ v., bused or bussed (bust) /bast/ buse 
ing or bus-sing. to work as a busboy or busgirl: [no 
obj): He bused most school nights and weekends. [~ + 
obj): See if he'll bus that table now. 

bus., an abbreviation of: business. 

bus-boy or bus boy (bus/boi’) /'bas,boy/ n. [count] a 
waiters helper in a restaurant or other public dining 
room. 

bus-by (buz/bé) /'bazbiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies. a tall mil- 
itary hat of fur or feathers. 

bus-girl or bus girl (bus/giirl’”) /‘bas,garl/ n. [count] a 
girl or woman who works as a waiter’s helper. 

bush (bddsh) /buf/ n. 1. [count] a low plant with many 
branches that arise from near the ground. 2. [count] 
something resembling or suggesting this: a large bush of 
hair. 3. [noncount; usually: the + ~] a. a large un- 
cleared area covered with plant growth: Our cat disap- 
peared into the bush that night. b. a large, mostly un- 
cleared area with few people. —Idiom. 4. beat around 
or about the bush, to avoid talking about a subject di- 
rectly: beat around the bush for a while before asking for 
permission to marry their daughter. 

bush., an abbreviation of: bushel. 

bush’ ba/by, n. [count] an animal like a monkey, with 
large eyes and ears and woolly fur. 

bushed (bddsht) /buft/ adj. [usually: be + ~] Informal. 
exhausted; tired out: completely bushed after that walk. 

bush-el (bddsh/al) /'bufal/ n. [count] 1. a unit of dry 
measure containing 4 pecks, equivalent in the U.S. to 
2150.42 cubic inches or 35.24 liters, and in Great Britain 
to 2219.36 cubic inches or 36.38 liters (imperial 
bushel). Abbr.: bu., bush. 2. a container of this capacity. 
3. a large, unspecified amount: a bushel of kisses. 

bush’ league’, n. [count] a secondary baseball league. 

bushman (bdéésh’man) /'bufmən/ n. [count], pi. -men. 
1. a woodsman. 2. Australian. a dweller in the bush. 

bush-ewhack (bddésh/hwak’, -wak’) /‘buf,hwek, -,wak/ v. 
1. [no obj] to make one’s way through woods by cutting 
at undergrowth. 2. [~ + obj] to ambush; hide in the 
woods and surprise and attack (someone): The gang 
bushwhacked the campers. —bush/whacW/er, n. [count] 

bush-y (bddsh/é) /‘bufiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. resembling a 
bush; thick and shaggy: bushy whiskers. —bush/i-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

business (biz/nis) /'biznis/ n. 1. [noncount] the buying 
and selling of goods for profit; trade; commerce: ma- 
jored in business at her university. 2. [count] a person or 
corporation that buys and sells goods: started a business 
from the ground up. 3. [count] a store, office, etc., 
where trade is carried on: a small business on Main 
Street. 4. [noncount] amount or volume of trade: Busi- 
ness is up (= The amount of trade is increasing). 5. 
[noncount] something with which a person is rightfully 
concerned: Words are a writers business. 6. [noncount] 
affair; project; activity: /m fed up with the whole busi- 
ness. 7. the business, [noncount] harsh or rough treat- 
ment, such as a scolding: gave him the business for 
missing such an easy catch. —adj. [before a noun] 8. of 
or relating to business: studying business journalism. 
—Idiom. 9. get down to business, to apply oneself to 
serious matters: That's enough small talk; let's get down 
to business. 10. have no business, [~ + verb-ing] to 
have no right: You had no business breaking into my of- 
fice. 11. (to) mean business, to be completely serious: / 
think the gunman means business. 12. mind one’s own 
business, to keep from meddling in the affairs of others: 
kept telling her to mind her own business. 

busi-ness-like (biz/nis lik’) /‘biznis,layk/ adj. 1. show- 
ing qualities that are good in business. 2. efficient but 
not warm or personal: a quick, businesslike nod. 
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busi-ness-man (biz/nis man’) /'biznis,mien/ n. [count], 
pl. -men. a man employed in business. 

busi-ness-per-son (biz/nis piir/san) /biznis,parson/_n. 
[count] a person employed in business. 

busi-ness-womean (biz/nis woor/an) /‘biznis,wuman/ 
n. [count], pl. -womeen. a woman employed in business. 

bus-ing or bus-sing (busing) /'basin/ n. [noncount] 
the transporting of students by bus to public schools out- 
Side their neighborhoods, esp. in an effort to achieve ra- 
cial balance. 

bus’man’s holiday (bus/mənz) /'basmənz/ n. [count] 
a vacation from work spent in an activity similar to one’s 
work. 

buss (bus) /bas/ n., v., bussed, buss-ing. kiss. 

bus-ses (bus/iz) /'basiz/ n. [plural] a pl. of Bus’. 

bust! (bust) /bast/ n. [count] 1. a statue or painting of 
the upper part of the human body: a bronze bust in the 
hallway. 2. the breasts of a woman; bosom. 

bust? (bust) /bast/ v. Informal. 1. to burst: E E k 
Why did you bust those balloons? [72o obj): Did they all 
bust open? 2. [~ + obj] Informal. a. to hit: She busted 
him in the face. b. to break: / fell and busted my arm. 3. 
to damage or destroy: [~ + up + obj]: He busted up the 
place. [~ + obj + up]: Get Bugsy to bust the place up. 
4. [~ + up] to break up; separate; split up: He and his 
wife busted up a month ago. 5. {~ + out of + obj] to 
escape or flee from jail: They busted ont of prison. 6. [~ 
+ obj] Slang. a. to place under arrest: “Freeze! You're 
busted!” shouted the cop. b. to enter (a house) in a po- 
lice raid: The police busted her house. —n. [count] 7. In- 
formal. something unsuccessful; a failure: The play 
turned out to be a real bust. 8. a sudden economic de- 
cline; depression: a bust in the economy. 9. Slang. a. an 
arrest: The rookie got credit for the bust of the Mafia 
boss. b. a police raid. —adj. [go + ~] 10. Informal. 
bankrupt; broke: Our business went bust after the war. 

bust-er (bus/tar) /‘bastor/ n. [count] Informal. 1. a per- 
son who destroys something: crime busters. 2. (often: 
Buster] (used as a familiar but mildly impolite term of 
address to a man or boy): Watch it, Buster! 

bustle’ (bus/al) /'basol/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
about] to move or act with great energy: the chef bus- 
tling about in the kitchen. 2. [~ + with + obj] (of a 
place) to have a lot of (something) in, at, or near: The of- 
fice bustled with activity. 3. [~ + obj] to hustle: She bus- 
tled me out of the cold room. —n. (noncount) 4. excited, 
noisy activity: much hustle and bustle. 

bus-tle? (bus/al) /'basol/ n. [count] a framework or pad 
formerly worn under the back of a woman's skirt to sup- 
port and display the fabric. 

bus-tling (bus/ling) /baslin/ adj. 1. (of a place) full of 
people; busy; lively: a bustling little department store. [be 
+ ~ + with): The office was bustling with activity. 2. 
busy; full of energy: bustling porters at a train station. 

busty (bus/té) /'bastiy/ adj., -ìer, -ivest. (Of a woman) 
having a large bust; bosomy. 

bus-y (biz/é) /‘biziy/ adj., busier, bus-i-est, v., bussied, 
bus-y-ing. —adj. 1. actively working on something: busy 
on a new project. 2. not at leisure: I’m afraid he'll be 
busy all day and can't see you. 3. full of work: You cer- 
tainly lead a busy life. 4. (of a telephone line) in use: 
Your phone was busy all night. 5. cluttered with fussy de- 
tails: a busy painting to distract visitors. —v. [~ + one- 
self (+ with + obj)] 6. to make or keep busy: busied 
himself with the drinks. —bus/iely, adv.: busily at work 
on their test papers. —bus/y-ness, n. (noncount] 
—Related Words. susy is an adjective and a verb, BUS- 
ity is an adverb: He is too busy to see you now. They 
busied themselves preparing dinner. He went busily 
about the house, cleaning and tidying up. 

bus-y-bodey (biz/ēë bod/é) Ibiziy bodiy/ n. (count), pl. 
-bod-ies. one who meddles with the affairs of others: all 
those busybodies telling me what to do. 

bus-y-work (biz/é wiirk’) biziy,w3ark/ n. [noncount) 
work of no value assigned so that a person will look 
busy. 

but (but; wnstressed bat) /bat: unstressed bat/ conj. 1. 

on the contrary: My brother went, but I did not. 2. and 

yet; nevertheless: The story is strange but true (= The 

Story is strange and yet it is true). 3. except: She did 

nothing but complain (= She did nothing except that she 

complained). 4. otherwise than: There is no hope but 

through prayer (= There is no hope other than the hope 

of prayer). 5. without the (additional) circumstance that: 

It never rains but it pours (= It never rains without also 

Pouring). No leaders ever existed but they were optimists 
(= No leaders existed who were not optirnists; All leaders 
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who ever existed were optimists). 6. that (used esp. after 
words like doubt, deny, etc., with a negative word like 
now): | don't doubt but you'll do it. 7. (used to show a 
feeling of happiness, shock, or surprise about some- 
thing): But that’s wonderful! But that’s amazing! 8. Infor- 
mal. than: It no sooner started raining but it stopped. 9. 
with the exception of: No one replied but me. Everyone 
but John was there. 10. other than: She is nothing but 
trouble (= She is nothing other than trouble: she is a lot 
of trouble). —adv. 11. only; just: There is but one an- 
Swer. —n. 12. buts, [plural] objections: Youll do as 
youre told, no buts about it. —Idiom. 13. but for, ex- 
cept for; were it not for; if something had not happened 
or existed: We would still be prisoners there but for the 
daring rescue by the commandos (= We would still be 
Prisoners if the daring rescue had not happened). 

bu-tane (byoo/tan, byoo tan’) /‘byuwteyn, byuw'teyn/ n. 
[noncount) a colorless gas, used chiefly as fuel. 

butch (bòóch) /butf/ Siang. —adj. 1. a. (of a woman) 
having behavior, etc., associated with males. b. (of a 
male) exaggeratedly masculine in appearance or manner. 
2. of or relating to a haircut in which the hair is closely 
cropped: a butch hairdo. —n. [count] 3. a butch person. 

butcher (bdoch/ar) botfor/ n. [count] 1. one who kills 
animals and prepares the meat for food or for market; 
one who sells meat in a shop: He worked as a butcher in 
the stockyards. 2. a person quilty of brutal murder: The 
prison commander was known as the “butcher” because 
of all the execittions he ordered. —y. [~ + obj] 3. to 
Slaughter (animals) and prepare the meat for market: He 
butchered the calf. 4. to kill brutally or excessively: He 
butchered thousands of civilians. 

butchery (béoch/a rē) lbotforiy/ n., pl. -ereies. 1. 
[nonconnt] brutal or excessive slaughter of animals or 
humans: His untamed soldiers were well trained in 
butchery. 2. [noncount] the trade or business of a 
butcher. 3. [count] Brit. a slaughterhouse. 

butler (but/lər) /'batlər/ n. [count] the chief male serv- 
ant of a household: The butler met us at the door. 

butt’ (but) /bat/ n. (count) 1. the end of anything, esp. 
thought of as a base, support, or handle: He swung up 
the butt of his rifle. 2. an end that is not used up: a Cigar 
butt. 3. Slang. a cigarette: Passing around a few butts. 4. 
Slang. the buttocks: a quick kick in the butt. 

butt? (but) /bat/ n. (count; usually singular] an object of 
Jokes, etc.: The kid was the butt of all our Pranks. 

butt? (but) /bat/ v. 1. to strike or push (something) with 
the head or horns: [no obj): The rams were butting and 
pushing. [~ + obj]: The rams were butting each other. 
2. butt in (or out), [770 obj] to interfere (or stop interfer- 
ing) in the affairs of others: wished his mother-in-law 
would stop butting in; When he tried to help them, one 
of them snapped, “Butt out, Jerk, and leave us alone!” 
—n. [count] 3. a push or blow with the head or horns. 

butt’ (but) /bat/ n. [count] a large barrel or cask for 
wine, beer, ale, etc. 

butte (byoot) /byuwt/ n. [count] a single hill or mountain 
rising sharply above the surrounding flatter land, esp. in 
the western U.S. and Canada. 

but-ter (but/ar) /'bator/ n. (noncount] 1. a soft whitish 
or yellowish fat that is separated from milk or cream 
when it is churned, used as a spread and in cooking. 2. 
any Of various other soft spreads for bread or for baking: 
apple butter. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put butter on or in: He 
buttered the toast. 4. butter up, to flatter or praise 
(someone) too much: [~ + obj + up): buttered her up 
by telling her what a great boss she was. [~ + up + 
obj]: He liked to butter up every new boss he had. 

but-ter-ball (butar bôl⁄/) bator,bol/ m. [count] a 
chubby person. 

but-ter-cup (but/ər kup’) batar,kap/ n. [count] a plant 
having yellow flowers and deeply cut leaves. 

but-ter-fin-gers (but/ər fing’gerz) /'bator,fingarz/ n. 
(count; used with a singular verb), pl. -gers. a person 
who frequently drops things; a clumsy person: “You're a 
real bittlerfingers today,” she remarked. —but/ter-fin/- 
gered, adj. 

but-ter-fly (but/ar fi’) lbator flay/ n. (count), pl. -flies. 
1. a flying insect that has a slender body and broad 
wings. 2. one who wanders aimlessly from one interest 
to another: a social butterfly. 3. butterflies, [plirraf In- 
formal. a nervous feeling, as from anxiety: The butterflies 
vanish once I start my talk. 4. a racing breaststroke in 
which the swimmer brings both arms out of the water in 
forward, circular motions and kicks the legs up and down 
together. 

but-ter-milk (but/or milk’) /'bator,mulk/ 1. (noncomnt] 
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the liquid remaining after butter has been separated 
from milk or cream. 

but-ter-scotch (but/ər skoch’) /‘bator,skotf/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a hard, brittle substance or candy made with 
butter, brown sugar, etc. 2. the flavor of this candy, used 
in puddings, pastries, etc. 3. a golden brown color. 

but-ter-y' (but/a rē) /‘batoriy/ adj. like, containing, or 
spread with butter: a very buttery cake. 

but-ter-y? (but/a rē, bu/tré) /'batoriy, 'batriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ter-ies. Brit. a room in a college or university where 
students may buy food and drink. 

but-tock (but/ok) /'batək/ n. [count] Usually, buttocks. 
[plura (in humans) either of the two fleshy parts of the 
body forming the lower and back part of the trunk: /n in- 
formal English the buttocks are also called the fanny or 
behind. 

but-ton (but/n) /'batn/ n. [count] 1. a small disk or sim- 
ilar hard object attached to clothing and serving as a fas- 
tener when passed through a hole or loop: He couldn't 
fasten the top button near his collar. 2. a badge or em- 
blem with a name or slogan, for wearing on a jacket, 
etc.: campaign buttons. 3. a small knob or disk pressed 
to start a machine, open a door, etc.: He pushed the but- 
ton and the elevator door closed. —v. 4. to fasten or at- 
tach with or as if with a button or buttons: [~ + obj (+ 
up)|: Button your coat (up). [~ (+ up) + obj). Button 
(up) your coat. 5. [no obj) to be capable of being but- 
toned: This coat buttons in the front. —Idiom. 6. but- 
ton up, [no obj] Also, button (up) one’s lip. to keep si- 
lent, as to keep a secret: Better button up until the deal 
goes through. 7. (right) on the button, exactly at the 
desired time, goal, etc.: She came at ten o'clock, right on 
the button. 

but/ton-down/’, adj. 1. (of a collar) having holes at the 
ends with which it can be buttoned to the front of the 
garment. 2. (of a garment) having a button-down collar: 
a button-down shirt. 3. Also, but/toned down/. too con- 
ventional or conservative: the button-down mentality of 
that company. 

but-ton-hole (but/n hdl’) /'batn,howl/ n., v., -holed, 
-hol-ing. —n. [count] 1. the hole through which a button 
is passed and by which it is fastened. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to stop (someone) and keep in conversation: The report- 
ers buttonholed the witness outside the courtroom. 

but-tress (bu/tris) /‘batris/ n. [count] 1. a support that 
sticks out from the wall of a building to keep it steady: 
the buttresses of the old cathedrals in England. 2. any 
prop or support: the buttresses of civilized society. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to support by means of a buttress; prop up: 
The builders buttressed this wall with stone structures 
that are marvels of engineering. 4. to give support or en- 
couragement to: Try to buttress the points you make in 
these chapters with some details. 

bux-om (buk/’sam) /‘baksom/ adj. 1. (of a woman) large 
in the bosom. 2. (of a woman) plump and cheerful. 
—bux/omeness, n. [nonconnt] 

buy (bi) /bay/ v., bought (bôt) /bot/ buy-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
get possession of (something), esp. by paying money; 
purchase: [~ + obj]: She bought a new computer. [~ + 
obj + obj]: She bought him a new computer. [~ + obj 
+ for + a noun showing an amount): She bought the 
computer for only $499. [no obj): He buys at low prices. 
2. to obtain by exchange or sacrifice: [~ + obj]: to buy 
favor with flattery; Victory cau only be bought with blood- 
shed. [~ + obj + obj): Buy me some happiness. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to bribe: The senator claimed he contdn't be 
bought. 4. [~ + obj; not: be + ~-ing] to equal (some 
amount of) purchasing power: A dollar doesn't buy much 
these days. 5. [~ + obj] informal. to accept or believe: / 
don't buy that explanation. 6. buy into, [~ + into + 
obj] to purchase a share in: He bought into the syndicate 
deal for the construction of new downtown housing. 7. 
buy off, to get rid of (a claim, etc.) by payment; to bribe: 
[~ + obj + off}: See if you can buy him off. (~ + off + 
obj): Buy off as many politicians as you can. 8. buy out, 
a.[~ + ont + obj) to purchase (shares in a company) so 
as to gain control of: He bonght out the company and 
tried to resell it. b. to purchase all the business shares 
belonging to (another): [~ + obj + ont): When the busi- 
nessman retired, his partner bought hint out. [~ + out 
+ obj): They bought out all the other partners. 9. buy 
up, to buy as much of (something) as is available: [~ + 
up + obj]: bought up all the oil on the market. [~ + obj 
+ up]: They tried to buy it all up. —1. [connt] 10. a bar- 
gain: The couch and the stereo are good buys. 
—Idiom. 11. buy time, /iformal. to put off some ac- 
tion or decision: [no obj): tried to buy time by making 
conversation while he tried to reriemiber her name. [buy 
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+ obj + time}: Buy me some time while ł figure out 
what to say. 

buy-er (bi/ar) /‘bayar/ n. [count] a person who buys; a 
purchaser, esp. for a store. 

buy/’ers’ mar/ket, n. [count] a market in which goods 
and services are plentiful and prices are relatively low. 
Compare SELLERS’ MARKET. 

buy-out (bi/out’) /‘bay,awt/ n. [count] an act or instance 
of buying out. 

buzz (buz) /baz/ n. [count] 1. a low, humming sound, as 
of bees or machinery: The buzz of the machinery 
stopped suddenly. 2. lively or excited activity: the buzz in 
the room before class. 3. Inforinal. a phone call: FH give 
you a buzz tonight. 4. Slang. a feeling of happiness 
caused by slight drinking; pleasant intoxication: 2 slight 
buzz from the beer. —v. 5. to (cause to) make a low, vi- 
brating, humming sound: [no obj]: The flies buzzed in 
the barnyard. [~ + obj): The fly buzzed its wings. 6. [no 
obj) to be filled with such a sound, as a room: The dining 
halt buzzed with excitement. 7. {no obj] to whisper; gos- 
sip: The town is buzzing about the scandal. 8. [no obj) to 
move busily from place to place: He buzzed around 
town. 9. to signal or summon with a buzzer: She buzzed 
her secretary. 10. [~ + obj] Informal. to make a phone 
call to: /s it OK if t buzz you tonight? 11. [~ + obj) to fly 
a plane very low over: fo buzz a Stadium. 12. buzz off, 
[no obj) Slang. to go; leave: told him to buzz off. 

buz-zard (buz/erd) /'bazərd/ n. [count] 1. a broad- 
winged hawk of Europe and Asia. 2. a vulture of the 
Americas, esp. the turkey vulture. 3. a grouchy or greedy 
person. 

buzz-er (buz/ar) /'bazor/ n. [count] a person or thing 
that buzzes. 

buzz’ saw’, n. [count] a power-operated circular saw. 

buzz-word (buz/wird’) /'baz,w3rd/ n. [count] a word or 
phrase that has come into fashion and is overused: The 
latest buzzword, multiculturalism, meant different things 
to different people. 

BW, an abbreviation of: black-and-white. 

bx., pi. bxs. an abbreviation of: box. 

by (bi) /bay/ prep., adv., n., pl. byes. —prep. 1. near to 
or next to: a home by a lake. 2. over the surface of, or 
using as a route or way of travel: She carne by air. 3. to 
and beyond a place; past: We drove by the church. 4. to, 
into, or at: Come by my office. 5. during: We drove by 
night. 6. with the accompaniment of: by the light of the 
silvery moon. 7. not later than; before: FII be done by 
five o'clock. 8. to the extent or amount of: He was taller 
by three inches. 9. (of a part of the body) holding onto: 
grabbed ine by the arm. 10. from the evidence of: By his 
own account he was there. 11. according to: a bad 
movie by any standards. 12. through the work or action 
of: a. (after a verb that is passive, and before the noun 
that caused the action of the verb]: The booklet was is- 
sued by the government. This book was written by a 
team of experts. b. [after a noun that refers to an action, 
and before the next noun that performs or does that ac- 
tion): a shooting by a police officer. 13. through the 
means of: Do you want to pay by cash, check, or credit 
card? 14. existing as a result of the creative power or in- 
vention of: a poem by Emily Dickinson. 15. as a result 
of; on the basis of: we met by chance. 16. in support of; 
for: to do welt by one’s children. 17. (of things that come 
after each other) after; next after: put the puzzle together 
piece by piece. 18. used before the second of two num- 
bers to express the operations of multiplication or divi- 
sion, or to convey dimensions: a. (in multiplication): Mul- 
tiply 18 by 57 (= 18 x 57). b. (in division): Divide 99 by 
33 (= 99—33) c. (in measuring spaces): a roon: 10 feet 
by 12 feet (= a roorn 10 feet in one direction and 12 feet 
in another direction). 19. in terms, groups, or amounts 
of: Apples are sold by the bushel. 20. born of: She had a 
son by her first husband. —adv. 21. at hand; near: The 
school is close by. 22. to and beyond a point; past: The 
car drove by. 23. to or at someone's home, Office, etc.: 
Won't you stop by later? 24. past; over: in times gone by. 
—n. 25. sye'. —Idiom. 26. by and by, before long; 
soon, or eventually; in time: We'll understand it all, by 
and by. 27. by and large, in general; on the whole: We 
have a good school, by and large. 28. (all) by oneself, 
alone: She changed the flat tire all by herself. —-Usage. 
Compare sy and witH when referring to how an action is 
done. We use BY to refer to a description of an action, of- 
ten with the -ing form of the verb: + took the wheel off by 
jacking up the car and loosening the nuts. We use WITH 
before the tool we use to do the action: / took the wheel 
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off with the jack handle and loosened the nuts with a 
wrench. 

bye’ (bi) /bay/ n. [count] Also, by. 1. a secondary matter. 
—Idiom. 2. by the bye, by the way; incidentally. 

bye’ or by (bi) /bay/ interj. Goov-sye. 

bye-bye (interj. bi/bi/; n., adv. bi/bi’) /interj. ‘bay' bay; 
n., adv. 'bay,bay/ interj. 1. GOOD-BYE. —r. [nonconnt] 2. 
Baby Talk. sleep. —adv., Idiom. 3. go bye-bye, Baby 
Talk. to leave; depart; go out: Let's put on our jackets; 
it's time to go bye-bye. 

by/-elec/tion or bye/-elec’tion, n. [count] a special 
election held between general elections to fill a vacancy, 
esp. in the British Parliament. 

by-gone (bi/gén/’, -gon’) bay,gon, -,gon/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. earlier; former; past: bygone days. —Idiom. 
2. let bygones be bygones, to put aside past disagree- 
ments: willing to let bygones be bygones. 

by-law or bye-law (bi/I6’) /‘bay,lo/ n. [count] a rule 
governing the internal affairs of a corporation, organiza- 
tion, etc.: The by-laws say you can't be fired without a 
hearing first. 

by-line or by-line (bi/lin’) ‘bay layn/ n. [count] a 
printed line in a newspaper or magazine, usually below 
the title or heading of a story, giving the author's name: 
Her name appeared in the bylines of major newspapers. 
by-pass or by-pass (bi/pas’) ‘bay ,pxs/ n., v., -passed, 
-passed or -past, -pass-ing. —n. [count] 1. a road al- 
lowing motorists to avoid heavy traffic points or to drive 
around an obstruction. 2. a surgical operation in which 
the flow of blood through a diseased organ is redirected 
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around the blockage: a coronary bypass operation. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to avoid by following a bypass: We bypassed 
the city. 4. to neglect to consult or to ignore the opinion 
or decision of: / bypassed the manager and went Straight 
to the owner. See -pass-'. 

by-play or by-play (bi/plā/) /‘bay,pley/ n. [noncount] 
an action or speech carried on to the side while the main 
action proceeds, esp. on the stage: / couldn't focus on 
the byplay because the main action was so exciting. 

by’-prod/uct, n. [count] 1. a secondary or incidental 
product: This acid is produced as a by-product of fer- 
mentation. 2. the result of another action, often not fore- 
seen or intended: An unfortunate by-product of democ- 
racy could be more ethnic hatred. 

by-stand-er (bi/stan/dər) ‘bay stendar/ n. [count] a 
person present but not involved; onlooker: He claimed to 
be an innocent bystander. 

byte (bit) /bayt/ n. [count] a group of bits, usually eight, 
processed by a computer as a unit: The file started was 
as big as 23,000 bytes. 

by-way (bi/wa’) i‘bay,wey/ n. [count] a seldom-used 
road: He knew all the little byways and shortcuts in the 
town. 

by-word (bi/ward’) /‘bay,ward/ n. [count] 1. a common 
Saying; proverb: "A penny saved is a penny earned” is 
their byword. 2. a person or thing thought of as charac- 
teristic of a particular quality: Eichmann had become the 
byword for genocide. 

byz-an-tine (biz’an tén/, -tin’) bizon,tiyn, 
characterized by complicated scheming or 
byzantine plot for retaining his power. 


-tayn/ adj. 
intrigue: a 


C, c (sé) /siy/ n. [count], pl. Cs or C’s, cs or c's. the 
third letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

C, Symbol. 1. (sometimes: c] (in some grading systems) 
a grade or mark indicating fair or average quality. 2. a. 
the tonic note of the C major scale. b. a written or 
printed note representing this tone. 3. [sometimes: c] 
the Roman numeral for 100. 4. Celsius: The temperature 
is 10°C (said as “10 degrees Celsius"). 5. centigrade. 6. 
carbon. 7. Also, C-note. Slang. a hundred-dollar bill. 

c, an abbreviation of: circa (used with a year): c1775. 

c, Symbol. 1. the velocity of light in a vacuum: approxi- 
mately 186,000 miles per second or 299,795 kilometers 
per second. 2. the velocity of sound. 

C., an abbreviation of: 1. Calorie. 2. College. 3. Con- 
servative. 

cC., an abbreviation of: 1. calorie. 2. carat. 3. centigrade. 
4. centimeter. 5. chapter. 6. circa (used with a year): c. 
1775. 7. copyright. 8. cubic. 

CA, an abbreviation of: California. 

ca or ca., an abbreviation of: circa (used with a year): ca 
476 B.C. 

cab (kab) /kæb/ n. 1. a taxicab: (count): It's hard to get a 
cab in this rain. [noncount; by + ~): We went home by 
cab. 2. [count] the covered or enclosed part of a truck, 
crane, etc., where the operator sits. 

casbal (kə bal’) /ko'bæl/ n. [count] a small group of se- 
cret plotters: The cabal met to plan an attack upon the 
government. 

casbanea (kə ban’a, -ban/ya) /ko'bænə, -'benyo/ n. 
[count], pl. -as. a small cabin or tent for changing one’s 
clothes esp. on a beach or by a swimming pool. 

cabeasret (kab’a ra’) /,kabo'rey/ n. 1. [count] a restau- 
rant providing food, drink, and often a floor show. 2. 
[noncount] the entertainment at a cabaret. 

cab-bage (kab/ij) /‘kabid3/ n. 1. [count] a plant, of the 
mustard family, having a short stem and leaves that form 
into a rounded head. 2. [noncount] the head or leaves of 
this plant, eaten cooked or raw: / ate corned beef and 
cabbage. 3. [noncount] Slang. money, esp. paper 
money. 
cab-by or cabbie (kab/é) /'kæbiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies. 
Informal. a person who drives a taxicab. 
cabein (kab/in) /‘kwbin/ n. (count) 1. a small cottage, 
usually simply designed and built: a log cabin. 2. the en- 
closed space for the pilot, cargo, or passengers in an air- 
plane or space vehicle. 3. an apartment or room in a 
ship, as for passengers. 
cab/in cruis’er, n. [count] a power-driven pleasure 
boat having a cabin equipped for living or sleeping. 
cab-ienet (kab/ə nit) /‘kebonit/ n. [count] 1. a piece of 
furniture with shelves, etc., for holding or displaying 
items: a kitchen cabinet for pots and pans. See illustra- 
tion at APARTMENT. 2. the case enclosing a radio, televi- 
sion, etc. 3. [ofen: Cabinet; the + ~] a group of per- 
sons who officially advises a sovereign or a chief 
executive. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of or relating to a 
political cabinet: a cabinet rneeting. 
cable (ka/bal) /‘keybol/ n., v., -bled, -bling. —n. 1. a 
strong rope made of strands of metal wire, used to sup- 
port bridges, etc.: [noncount): The material ts reinforced 
cable. [count]: the cables holding up a suspension 
bridge. 2. a cord of metal wire used to carry electrical 
power, etc.: [poncount): miles of electrical cable. [count]: 
The cables cut across the town lines. 3. (count) a cable- 
gram. 4. [noncount] cable television: That hotel has ca- 
ble. —v. 5. to send (a message) by cable: (no obj): He 
cabled fromm Europe asking for money. [~ + obj]: He ca- 
bled the rnessage. [~ + (that) clause). He cabled that he 
needed rnoney. 6. [~ + obj] to send a cablegram to: We 
cabled him last week. 7. to send (money) by sending an 
instruction to a bank: [~ + obj]: She cabled fifty dollars 
to hirn. [~ + obj + obj): She cabled hirn fifty dollars. 
ca/ble car’ or ca/ble-car’, n. (count) a vehicle pulled 
along a track by a cable, as up a steep hill: [count]: The 
cable car climbed up to the fortress. [noncount; by + ~]: 
traveled by cable car through San Francisco. 
ca-ble-cast (kā/bəl kast’) /‘keybol,kest/ n., v., -cast or 
-cast-ed, -cast-ing. —n. [count] 1. a television broad- 
cast made on cable television. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 


broadcast on cable television: They cablecasted old 
movies. —ca/ble-cast/er, n. [count] 

cablegram (ka/bal gram’) /‘keyboal,gram/ n. [count] a 
telegram sent by underwater cable. 

ca/ble-read/y, adj. (of a television set) allowing a di- 
rect connection with a cable television hookup. 

ca/ble television, n. [noncount) a system of televis- 
ing programs to private subscribers by means of special 
cable. Also called cable TV. 

ca-boo-dle (ka bood/l) /ka'buwdl/ n. [noncount; the + 
whole + ~) Informal. the entire amount of; the lot, pack, 
or crowd: Get rid of the whole caboodle. 

ca-boose (ka boos’) /ka'buws/ n. [count] a car on a 
freight train, used as a place for the crew to eat and 
sleep and usually attached to the rear of the train. 

ca-caeo (kə kä/ō, -kā/ō) /ka'kaow, -'keyow/ n. [count], 
pl. -os. 1. a small tropical American evergreen tree 
grown for its seeds, the source of cocoa and chocolate. 
2. Also, cocoa. the fruit or seeds of this tree. 

cache (kash) /kaf/ n, v., cached, caching. —n. 
[count] 1. a hiding place, as for food, supplies, or 
valuables. 2. anything hidden in a cache: a cache of 
rifles. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to hide or store in a cache: They 
cached their weapons. 

ca-chet (ka sha’) /ke'fey/ n. 1. [noncount) superior 
status; prestige: a job with cachet. 2. [count; usually sin- 
gular) a distinguishing feature: has the cachet of a noble 
name. 

cack-le (kak/al) /kekol/ v., -led, -ling, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to utter a high, broken cry, as a hen does: The hens 
cackled excitedly. 2. [no obj] to laugh in this way: The 
mad scientist cackled with glee. 3. [~ + obj] to express 
with a cackling sound: They cackled their disapproval. 
—n. 4. [count] the act or sound of cackling: high-pitched 
cackle. 5. [noncounf] chatter; foolish talk. —cack/ler, n. 
(count) 

ca-coph-oeny (kə kof/a nē) /ka'kofoniy/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular), pl. -nies. a harsh sound or mixture of 
sounds: a cacophony of many voices. —cac-o-phon-ic 
(kak’a fon/ik) /,keka'fonik/ adj. See -PHON-. 

cac-tus (kak/tas) /'kæktəs/ n. [count], pl. -tì (-ti), 
-tus-es, -tus. a flowering plant of hot, dry regions, with 
large, rounded, leafless stems usually with spines. 

cad (kad) /kæd/ n. [count] a man who behaves badly or 
unfairly, esp. toward women. 

CAD (kad) /kxd/ n. [noncount] computer-aided design. 

-cad-, root. -cad- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fall”. This meaning is found in such words as: 
CADENCE, CADENZA, DECADENT. See -CIDE-?. 

ca-dav-er (ka dav/ar) /ka'davor/ n. [count] a dead 
body, esp. a human body to be examined medically, 
corpse. 

ca-dav-er-ous (kə dav’ar as) /kə'dævərəs/ adj. pale and 
gaunt; ghastly: a cadaverous face. —ca-dav/er-ous: 
ness, n. (noncount) 

caddie (kad/é) /‘kadiy/ n., pl. -dies, v., -died, -dy-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a person hired to carry a golf player's 
clubs, etc. 2. a device with wheels used for moving heavy 
objects: a luggage caddie. —v. [no obj) 3. to work as a 
caddie: She caddied for several summers. 

cad-dy (kad/é) /'kædiy/ n. (count), pl. -dies. a small 
container for holding tea leaves. 

ca-dence (kad/ns) /'keydns/ n. [count] 1. rhythm in the 
flow of sounds or words: the cadence of the drummers. 
2. the flow or rhythm of events: the cadences of modern 
life. 3. a slight falling or rising in pitch of the voice in 
speaking: Listen to the cadence in English questions and 
statements. See -CAD-. 

ca-edeneza (ka den/za) /ka'denza/ n. (count), pl. -zas. a 
musical passage, introduced near the end of a concerto, 
and played by one musician: a cornplex cadenza. See 
-CAD-. 

ca-det (ka det’) /ko'det/ n. [count] a student in a service 
school who is training to be an officer. 

cadge (kaj) /kxd3/ v., cadged, cadg-ing. to obtain 
(money, etc.) by begging or depending on another's gen- 
erosity; sponge: [no obj; (~ + from + obj)). always 
cadging frorn his friends. [~ + obj): He cadged a meal. 
—cadg/er, n. [count] 

ca-dre (kad/ré, ka/dra) /‘kedriy, 'kadrey/ n. [count] a 
small group of people, as soldiers, able to train and lead 
a larger group. 

Caesarean or Cae-Sareiean (si zâr/ē an) /si'zeor- 
iyon/ adj., n. (sometimes: caesarean, caesarian) CESAR- 
EAN. 

cae-suera or ce-Suera (si zhòór/ə, -z60r/a, siz yðór/ə) 
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/si'3uUra, -'Zura, siz'yura/ n. [count], pl. cae-su-ras or ce: 
Su-ras, Cae@-Su-rae or Ce-Su-rae (si zhòór/ē, -2d6r/E, siz- 
yoor’é) /si'3uriy, -'zuriy, siz'yuriy/. a break or Pause ina 


line of poetry. 
Ca-fé or casfe (ka [4/, ko-) Ikæ'fey, ka-/ n. [count], pl. 
-fés or -fes. 1. a small restaurant, often with a section 


extending onto the sidewalk. 2. a barroom, cabaret, or 
nightclub. 

Caf-e-te-riea (kaf/i tēr/ē ə) /,kæfı'tiəriyə/ n. [count], pl. 
-as. 1. a restaurant in which diners select food at a 
counter and Carry it to tables. 2. a lunchroom, as for em- 
ployees or students. 

caf-feine (ka fén’, kaf/én) /ke'fiyn, ‘kefiyn/ n. [non- 
count] a white, bitter chemical, obtained from coffee or 
tea, used in medicine as a stimulant. 

caf-tan or kaftan (kaftan, kaf tan’) /'kæftæn, 
kæf'tæn/ n. [count] a long garment with long sleeves, 
sometimes with a sash at the waist, worn chiefly in the 
Middle East. —caf/taned, adj. 

cage (kaj) /kcyd3/ n., v., caged, cag-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
a boxlike enclosure with wires or bars forming the sides, 
for keeping birds or animals: a bird cage. 2. a prison. 3. 
a similar enclosure used like an elevator for workers at a 
construction site, etc. 4. a frame with a net attached to it, 
forming the goal in ice hockey and field hockey. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 5. to put or keep in or as if in a cage: They caged 
the escaped tiger. —caged, adj. 

cag-ey or Cagry (ka/jé) /'keyd3iy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
Cautious, Careful, wary, or shrewd: a cagey reply to his 
question. —cagsiely (ka/ja lē) /‘keyd3aliy/ adv.: The can- 
didate replied cagily that he would need to study that 
question. —cag-ieness (ka/jé nis) /'keyd3iynis/ n. [non- 
count) 

ca-hoot (kə host’) /ka'huwt/ n. Informal. —Idiom. in 
cahoots, [often: ~ + with + obj) working together se- 
cretly, usually to do something illegal: a policeman in 
cahoots with the drug dealers. 

cairn (karn) /keorn/ n. [count] a heap of stones set up as 
a landmark, boundary, monument, etc. 

Cais-son (ka/son, -san) /‘keyspn, -son/_n. [count] l. a 
structure built to protect workers, esp. a chamber for use 
in underwater construction. 2. a two-wheeled wagon 
used for Carrying ammunition for cannons. 

ca-jole (ka jol/) /ka'dzowl/ v. [~ + obj (+ into), -joled, 
-jol-ing. to persuade by promises, false praise, or hu- 
mor: We cajoled the ticket taker into letting us in free. 
—ca-jole’ment, n. lnoncount] —ca-jolVer, n. [count] 
—ca-jol’er-y, n. [noncount): They tried cajolery instead 
of threats. —ca-jol/ing-ly, adv. 

cake (kak) /kcyk/ n., v., caked, cak-ing. —n. 1. a sweet, 
baked, breadlike food: [count]: She made birthday cakes 
for the children's party. [noncount): a few pieces of cake. 
2. [count] a shaped or molded mass of other food: a fish 
cake. 3. [count] a shaped block of something: a cake of 
soap. —v. 4. to form into a dry layer or crust on the out- 
side; to coat: [~ + obj]: The windshield was caked with 
dirt. [no obj): The mud caked on his shoes. —Idiom. 
5. a piece of cake, something that can be done easily, 
often with enjoyment: said the test was a piece of cake. 
6. have one’s cake and eat it too, to have the advan- 
tages of something without its disadvantages. 7. take 
the cake, to be an outstanding example; rank first: That 
crazy stunt really took the cake. 

cake-walk (kak/w6k/) /'keyk,wok/ n. [count] 1. a dance 
with a special strutting step. 2. something easy or cer- 
tain: Winning the prize will be a real cakewalk. 

Cal., an abbreviation of: California. 

cal., an abbreviation of: 1. caliber. 2. calorie. 

cal-a-bash (kal’a bash’) /‘kela,bwf/ n. 1. [count] a tree 
that has large, rounded gourdlike fruit. 2. [count] the 
fruit of any of these plants. 3. [noncount) the dried, hol- 
lowed-out shell of any of these fruits, used to make the 
bowl of a tobacco pipe. 

cal-a-boose (kal’a boos’) /‘kala,buws/ n. [count] Slang. 
jail; prison. 

cal-asmine (kala min’, -min) /'kælə,mayn, -min/_n. 
[noncount] a pink powder of zinc oxide, used in lotions 
for the treatment of minor skin irritations, as insect bites 
and poison ivy. 

ca-lamei-ty (ka lam/i tē) /ka'lemitiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ties. a great misfortune or disaster: suffered from one 
calamity after another: disease, war, famine, and 
drought. —ca-lam/i-tous, adj. 

Cal-ci-fy (kal/sə fi^) /'kælsə,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. to 
make or become hard or bony from calcium deposits: 
[no Obj): The bones calcified. [~ + obj]: The calcium 
Salts work to calcify the bones. 


café to caliper 


Cal-cieum (kal’sé am) kelsiyom/ n. (noncount) a sil- 
ver-white metallic element found in limestone and chalk 
and that also occurs in animals in bone and shell. 

cal-cu-late (kal/kyə It’) l'kælkya,leyt/ v., -lat-ed, -lat- 
ing. 1. to determine (something) by using mathematical 
methods; compute: [no obj): She calculated in her head 
a moment. [~ + obj): The students tried to calculate the 
Speed of the train. [~ + (that) clause): They calculated 
that fifty-two shelves would fill the room. 2. to arrive at 
an opinion by reasoning or practical experience; esti- 
mate: [~ + obj): First, calculate the effects of firing your 
workers. [~ + clause]: We cant begin to calculate what 
he will do next. 3. [be + ~-ed + to + verb] to be made 
suitable for a purpose: racist remarks calculated to get a 
lot of coverage from the media. 

cal-cu-lat-ed (kal/kyə 1ā/tid) kalkya,leytid/ adj. 1. 
Carefully thought out or planned: a calculated threat to 
get us to agree to his demands. 2. (before a noun) de- 
liberate; intentional: a calculated risk. —cal’/cu-lat/ed-ly, 
adv. —cal/cu-lat/ed-ness, n. (nonconnt) 

calculating (kal/kyə la’ting) /‘kelkya,leytin/ adj. 

' thinking about one’s own benefit without emotion; self- 
ishly scheming: She gave him a calculating look, —cal/- 
curlat/ingely, adv. 

Cal-cu-la-tion (kal/kya lā/shən) /kelkya'leyfan/ n. 1. 
the act or process of calculating; computation: [non- 
count): | did some rapid calculation in my head. [count]: 
The machine's calculations took only seconds. 2. [count] 
the result or product of calculating: My calculations 
werent correct. 3. [count] an estimate based on the 
known facts; forecast: My calculation is that she wont 
want to continue the lawsuit. 4. [noncount] forethought; 
Prior or Careful planning: They put a lot of calculation 
into this. 5. [noncount) scheming selfishness: a look of 
cold calculation. —cal/cu-la’tive (kal7kya 1a/tiv, -lə tiv) 
kelkyoa ,leytiv, -lativ/ cal’cu-la/tion-al, adj. 

cal-cu-la-tor (kal/kya lā/tər) kelkya,leytar/ n. [count] 
a small electronic device that performs mathematical cal- 
culations. 

cal-cuslus (kal/kyə las) /'kælkyələs/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
branch of mathematics that calculates amounts that 
change constantly: Calculus can help you figure out how 
fast an object falls. 2. a hard, yellowish Substance on 
teeth formed from dental plaque; tartar. 

cal-dron (kôi/drən) /'koldrən/ n. CAULDRON. 

cal-en-dar (kal’an dər) /'kæləndər/ n. [count] 1. a chart 
or list displaying the days of each month and week in a 
year. See illustration at office. 2. any of various systems 
of reckoning time, esp. with reference to the beginning, 
length, and divisions of the year: the Gregorian calendar. 
3. a list or register, esp. one arranged by hours, days, or 
weeks, as of appointments, etc.: The court calendar was 
fully booked, —adj. [before a noun] 4. divided into days 
or months: A calendar year is usually 365 days. 

calf’ (ka) /kæf/ n., pl. calves (kavz). 1. [count] the 
young of the domestic cow or other cowlike animal. 2. 
[count] the young of certain other mammals, such as the 
elephant, seal, and whale. 3. [noncount] calfskin. 

calf? (ka) /kaf/ n. [count], pl. calves (kavz). the fleshy 
part of the back of the human leg below the knee. 

Calf-skin (kaf/skin’) /'kef,skin/ n. [noncount] leather 
made from the skin or the hide of a calf: a wallet of calf- 
Skin. 

caliber (kal/a bar) /'kæləbər/ n. 1. [count] the meas- 
urement of the inside width of the barrel of a gun: a .50- 
caliber machine gun. 2. [noncount] the degree of how 
good something is: work of the highest caliber. Also, esp. 
Brit., calViebre. 

calibrate (kal’a brat’) /‘kwxla,breyt/ v. iced e 
-brat-ed, -brat-ing. 1. to mark (a measuring instrument) 
with dividing points of degree or quantity: This thermom- 
eter is calibrated with Celsius and Fahrenheit markings. 
2. to set, check, or correct the measuring points of (an 
instrument that measures things). —cal/i-brated, adj. 
—Cal-i-bra-tion (kal’a_ bra/shan) /kelo'breyfan/ n. 
[count]: the calibrations on a thermometer. (noncount): 
How exact is that calibration? —Ccal/i-bra/tor, cali» 
brat/er, n. [count] 

calico (kali kō^) /'kæh,kow/ n., pl. -coes, -cos. 1. 
[noncount] a plain-woven, cotton cloth printed with a 
pattern, usually on one side. 2. [noncount) Brit. plain 
white cotton cloth. 3. [count] an animal having a spotted 
or multicolored coat, esp. a cat. 

Calif (ka/lif, kalif) /'keylif, 'kehf/ n. CALIPH. 

Calif., an abbreviation of: California. 

caliper or calelieper (kal/a pər) /‘kelapar/ n. (comnt) 
Usually, calipers. [plural] an instrument for measuring 


caliph to calumny 


thicknesses and diameters, usually made up of a pair of 
adjustable legs. 

casliph or calif (ka/lif, kaif) /‘keylif, 'kalif/ n. [count] 
a former title for a religious and civil ruler of the Islamic 
world: Caliphs clairned to be the successors of Muham- 
mad. —cal-iph-ate (kal’a fat, ka/la fat) /'kæləfət, 'keylə 
fət/ n. (count): A caliph ruled over an area called a cal- 
iphate. 

cal-is-then-ics or callis-then-ics (kal/as then/iks) 
/ kexlos'@entks/ n. 1. [plurals used with a plural verb) 
exercises designed to develop physical health and vigor: 
The calisthenics were not too hard for her. 2. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] the art, practice, or a session 
of such exercises: Calisthenics is a good way to keep fit. 

calk (kôk) /kok/ v., n. (chiefly in technical use) CAULK. 

call (kôl) /kol/ v. 1. to cry out in a loud voice; shout: [~ 
+ obj]: to call someone's name. [~ + for + obj): She 
called for someone to help her. [~ + to + obj): He 
called to his children out on the field. 2. [~ + obj) to 
ask or invite to come; summon: Call a doctor, quick! 3. 
to communicate or try to communicate with (someone) 
by telephone: [~ + obj]: She called her boyfriend twice. 
[no obj): | called, but no one was home. 4. [~ + obj] to 
read over (a list) in a loud voice, as to see whether cer- 
tain people are there: The instructor called the roll. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to announce (a meeting, etc.) and invite people to 
attend: convoke; convene: He called a meeting for next 
week. 6. [~ + obj] to announce as an authority; pro- 
claim: The union leader called a strike. 7. [~ + obj] to 
direct or attract (attention): Let me call your attention to 
this painting. 8. to name or address (someone) as 
(someone or something): [~ + obj + obj): My friends 
call me Ray. [~ + obj + by + obj): We always called 
James by his nickname, Jim. 9. to designate or describe 
(someone or something) as (someone or something): [~ 
+ obj + noun): She called me a liar. [~ + obj + adjec- 
tive): I'd call it crazy. 10. [~ + obj] to forecast or predict 
correctly: Last year an economist Said a recession was al- 
ready on the way; well, she called it perfectly. 11. [~ + 
obj] (of a sports Official) a. to pronounce a judgment on 
(a shot, etc.): The batter was called out on strikes. b. to 
put an end to (a contest) because of bad weather, etc.: 
The officials called the game because of darkness. 12. to 
declare as a bet (the side of a coin that will turn up): [~ 
+ obj): He called heads but it landed tails. [no obj): Call 
while the coin is in the air. 13. [~ + obj] a. to demand 
payment or fulfillment of (a loan or debt): They called his 
debt of $100,000. b. (in poker) to bet the same amount 
as (another bettor): / called that fifly-cent bet. 14. [no 
obj) (of a bird or animal) to utter its characteristic cry: We 
listened to the birds calling in the meadow. 15. call 
back, a. to request or demand to return; recall: [~ ap 
back + obj): The automobile company called back those 
defective minivans. [~ + obj + back]: They called the 
minivans back. b. to return a telephone call or the tele- 
phone call of (someone): [no obj): NI call back in an 
hour. [~ + obj + back]: I called the salesman back. 16. 
call down, a. to request or pray for: [~ + down + obj): 
called down the Lord's mercy on all sinners. (~ + obj + 
down]: He called the Lord's tnercy down on his people. 
b. [~ + obj + down] to reprimand; scold: He was called 
down for his poor work. 17. call for, [~ + for + obj] a. 
to go or come to get; pick up; fetch: /7/ call for you at 
seven o'clock. b. to demand; request strongly; urge to 
happen: The students called for an end to tuition in- 
creases. c. to require; need: This emergency calls for 
prompt action. 18. call off, a. to summon or take away: 
[~+ off + obj]: Call off your dog! [~ + obj + off}: Call 
him o b. to cancel (something planned): [~ + l ar 
obj): The teacher called off the test. [~ + obj + off}: to 
call it off because of the snow. 19. call on or upon, [~ 
+ on/upon + obj) a. to ask; appeal to: We call on your 
generosity. [~ + on/upon + obj + to + verb): We called 
upon the President to do sornething for them. b. to visit 
for a short time: He wanted to call on his girlfriend. 20. 
call out, a. to speak in a loud voice; shout: [~ + obj + 
out]: She called ry narne out and | stood up. [~ + out 
+ obj): She called out my name, b. [~ + out + obj) to 
summon into service or action: Call out the militia! 21. 
call up, a. to bring forward for consideration or action: 
[~ + up + obj): He called up the information from the 
computer. [~ + obj + up): Can you call the student's 
narne up and see what his status is? b. [~ + up + obj] 
to cause to remember; recall; evoke: The trip called up 
happy memories of my youth. c. to make a telephone 
call to: [~ + obj + up): When I call you up, your line's 
busy. [~ + up + obj): Call up every John Smith until 
you find the right one. d. to summon for action, esp. mil- 
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itary service: [~ + up + obj]: The Pentagon called up 
most of the National Guard units. (~ + obj + up]: The 
Pentagon will call them up for duty. —n. 22. [count] a 
cry or shout: / heard a call for help. 23. [count] the typi- 
cal sound or cry of a bird or other animal: the call of the 
blue jay. 24. (count) an act or instance of telephoning: 
Give me a call when you're ready. 25. [count] a short 
visit: Lets pay a call on our favorite aunt. 26. [count] a 
signal made by a bugle, alarm, etc.: The firefighters re- 
sponded to twenty calls during that snowstorm. 27. 
[count] a summons, invitation, or bidding: The emer- 
gency squad went out on a call. 28. [noncount] fascina- 
tion or appeal: the call of the wild. 29. [noncount] a 
need or occasion: no call for panic. 30. [count] a de- 
mand or claim: a call on one’s time. 31. [count] a judg- 
ment by an umpire or other official of a contest: a bad 
call by the referee. —Idiom. 32. on call, readily availa- 
ble for summoning upon short notice: stayed at the hos- 
pital on call from 11 to 6. 

caller (kdlar) /‘kolor/ n. [count] 1. a person who pays a 
short visit: The patient had several callers. 2. a person 
who calls, as one who makes a telephone call. 

call’ girl’, n. [count] a female prostitute who makes 
appointments by telephone. 

calkligsrasphy (ka lig/rə fē) /ka'ligrofiy/ n. [noncount] 
beautiful handwriting. —cal-lig/raepher, cal-lig/ra. 
phist, n. [count] See -GRAPH-. 

calling (kô^ling) /'kolin/ n. (count; usually singular] 1. a 
profession or trade: Her calling was medicine. 2. a 
strong impulse: a calling to the priesthood. 

calliope (kə lia pē) /kə'layəpiy/ n. [count] a musical 
instrument made up of steam whistles played from a 
keyboard. 

callous (kal/as) /'kæləs/ adj. 1. (of the skin) made hard; 
hardened by or as if by callus: His hands were callous af- 
ter years of hard work. 2. insensitive; uncaring; unsym- 
pathetic: had a callous attitude toward the homeless. 
—cal/loused, adj.: rough, calloused hands. —caV- 
lous-ly, adv.: treated him callously. —cal\/lousness, n. 
[noncount) 

callow (kal’6) /'kælow/ adj. immature or inexperienced: 
a callow youth of no experience. —cal/low-ness, n. 
{noncount) 

call/-up’, n. [count] an order to report for active military 
service. 

cal-lus (kal’as) /'kæləs/ n. [count], pl. -lus-es. a hard- 
ened or thickened part of the skin, caused by rubbing. 

calm (kam) /kam/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. —adj. 1. without 
rough motion; still: a calm sea. 2. not windy: a calm day. 
3. free from excitement; tranquil: a calm manner. —n. 
[noncount] 4. stillness of weather: the calm before a 
storm. 5. freedom from excitement; peacefulness; tran- 
quillity: Cain returned once more to our little village. 
—-v. 6. to (cause to) become quiet, peaceful, or free from 
worry: [no obj; (~ + down)]: The sky and sea calmed 
(down) and the sun came out. [~ + obj]: The Gospels 
claim that Jesus calmed the sea. [~ + down + obj): 
Can't you calin down those children? [~ + obj + down]: 
Maybe this drink will calm you down. —calm/ly, adv. 
—calm/ness, n. (noncount] —Syn. CALM, COLLECTED, 
COMPOSED, cool all carry a meaning of “free from being 
overly excited.” catm implies staying steady in the midst 
of disturbance all around: He remained calin throughout 
the crisis. COLLECTED implies having complete command 
of one’s thoughts, feelings, and behavior, usually as a re- 
sult of effort: The witness was remarkably collected dur- 
ing questioning. composed implies having inner peace 
with dignity and some self-confidence: He was pale but 
composed during the interview. coo. suggests having 
clear judgment without strong feelings: He was cool in 
the face of danger. 

casloreic (ka lôr/ik, -lor’-) /ka'lorik, -'lnr-/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to calories. 2. of or relating to heat. 

cal-orrie (kal’a rē) /'kaloriy/ n. (count), pl. -ries. 1. Also 
called gram calorie, small calorie. an amount of heat 
necessary to raise the temperature of one gram of water 
by one degree celsius. 2. a unit of measure of the 
amount of heat or energy that a certain food produces: a 
diet of 2,000 calories a day. 

cal-orrifsic (kal’a riffik) /,kela'rifik/ adj. of or relating to 
calories or conversion into heat; producing heat. 

caelumeni-ate (kə lum/né at’) /ka'lamniy,eyt/ v. [~ + 
Obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to make false and hurtful state- 
ments about (someone); slander. —ca-lum-ni-a-tion 
(ka lum/né āshən) /ka,lamniy'eyfan/ n. [noncount) 
—ca-lunV/ni-a/tor, n. [count] 

caleumeny (kaəm nē) /kæləmniy/ n., pl. -nies. 1. 
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[count] a lie designed to injure a reputation: Sie was 
spreading caluninies about her opporierit. 2. [nonconrnt] 
the practice of making lying, hurtful statements: She was 
the target of vicious calumny. 

calve (kav) /kæv/ v., calved, calv-ing. to give birth to (a 
calf): [110 obj): Our cow calved in the spring. [~ + obj): 
She calved two offspring. 

calves (kavz) /kævz/ n. pl. of cate. 

Carlypeso (ka lip/sd) /ko'lipsow/ n., pl. -sos. a musical 
Style, or a song, of West Indian origin, influenced by jazz: 
[noncount}: Itt calypso the singers often make up the 
words. [count]: She sang a lively calypso. 

ca-marra-de-rie (kä/mə rä/də rē, -rad/a-, kam/ə-) 
/,kama'radariy, -'rædə-, kæmə-/ n. [noncount] a feeling 
of good-fellowship: an easy camaraderie among friends. 

camber (kam/bar) /'kæmbər/ v. 1. to curve upward in 
the middle: [no obj): The road cambers enough here so 
the water drains off. {~ + obj]: The engineers didn't 
camber the road enough. —n. [count] 2. a slight arching 
or upward Curve, such as the curve of a plane’s wing. 

cam-bi-um (kam/bé əm) /‘kembiyam/ n. [count], pl. -bi- 
ums, -bisa (-bé a) /-biyə/. a layer of plant tissue between 
the inner bark and wood: The cambium forms the arinual 
rings in trees. 

Cam-bo-di-an (kam bd/dé an) /kxm'bowdiyan/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to Cambodia. —n. [count] 2. a person born 
or living in Cambodia. 

camebric (kam/brik) /‘keymbrik/ n. (noncount] a thin, 
plain, usually white cotton or linen fabric: a shirt of cam- 
bric. 

cam-cord-er (kam/k6rd/ar) /'kam,kordor/ n. [count] a 
small portable or hand-held video recorder. See illustra- 
tion at APPLIANCE. 

came (kam) /keym/ v. pt. of come. 

camel (kam/al) /'kæməl/ n. 1. [count] either of two 
large, long-necked animals with one or two humps on 
the back. 2. [noricourit] a color ranging from yellowish 
tan to yellowish brown. 

ca-mel-lia (ka mēl/yə, -mē/lē ə) /ka'miylya, -'miyliyo/ 
n. [count], pl. -lias. a shrub of the tea family, having 
shiny evergreen leaves and flowers that resemble roses. 

cam/el’s hair’ also cam/elehair’, n. [norcount) 1. 
the hair of the camel, used esp. for cloth. 2. a soft cloth 
made of this hair, usually tan in color. —cam/el's-hair’, 
cam/el-hair’, adj. 

Cam-em-bert (kam/əm bar’) /kamoam,bear/ n. [nor- 
count] a soft cheese made from cow's milk. 

cam-e-o (kam/é 67) /‘kemiy,ow/ n., pl. -os, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a piece of jewelry with a design or figure that is 
slightly raised from the background: The cameo had a 
woman's head in profile. 2. Also called cam/eo role’. a 
small but notable part, as in a film, played esp. by a well- 
known performer. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating 
to a cameo role: a cameo appearance. 

cam-erea (kam/ar ə) /'kæmərə/ n. [count], pl. -as. 1. a 
usually hand-held device for taking pictures or films: a 
still camera; a movie camera. See illustration at aPPLi- 
ANCE. 2. (in a television transmitting apparatus) the de- 
vice in which the picture to be televised is formed before 
it is Changed into electric impulses. —Idiom. 3. in 
camera, a. in the privacy of a judge's chambers: The 
lawyers and the judge discussed the problem in camera. 
b. privately; not in public. 4. off camera, out of the 
range of a camera: nade a gesture off caniera. 5. on 
camera, being filmed or televised by a live camera. 

cam-ereasman (kam/ər ə man’, -man) /‘kemoro,men, 
-mon/ n. [count], pl. -men. a person who operates a 
camera, esp. a motion-picture or television camera. 

cam-o-mile (kam/a mil’, -mél/) /'kæmə, mayl, -,miyl/ n. 
CHAMOMILE. 

cam-ourflage (kam/a flazh’) /‘kwma,fla3/ n, v. 
-flaged, -flag-ing. —n. [noncount] 1. the act of hiding 
parts of a military installation so that they cannot be eas- 
ily seen by the enemy. 2. concealment by some means 
that alters or hides the appearance: The lizard changes 
color as camouflage. 3. an act intended to hide one's 
true actions or wishes: His friendliness is just cainouflage 
fo inake us feel safe. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to disquise, hide, 
or deceive by means of camouflage: We camouflaged our 
tanks and guns. 

camp’ (kamp) /kxmp/ n. 1. a. [count] a place where a 
group of people sleeps in tents or other temporary shel- 
ters: an army camp; a prison camp. b. [noncount) such 
tents or shelters when thought of as a group: He wrote 
us several letters from canip. c. [rioricount] the persons 
in this place or shelter: The whole camp was "p and run- 
ning. 2. [noncount] army life: Training cainp was very 
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tough. 3. a recreation area in the country, with many fa- 
cilities for sports: [count]: an expensive caiip upstate. 
[woricount): The kids are in camp this summer. 4. 
[count] a group of people favoring the same ideals, etc.: 
Last year, Senator, you were in a camp calling for in- 
creased taxes. —v. [no Obj] 5. to establish or put to- 
gether a camp: The army camped by the river. 6. camp 
out, [no obj] to live or sleep in a tent or shelter tempo- 
rarily: They caniped out by the stream. 

camp? (kamp) /kæmp/ n. [noncount] 1. something that 
amuses because it is exaggerated or tasteless: a lot of 
canıp in that performance. —v. [no obj) 2. Also, camp it 
up. to speak or behave in a teasing or too theatrical 
manner: camped it up during their sliow. —adj. 3. 
campy: camp Hollywood musicals. 

cam-paign (kam pān/) /kæm'peyn/ n. [court] 1. a se- 
ries of military operations for a specific goal, esp. as part 
of a war: the European campaign. 2. a course of planned 
activities designed for some specific purpose: a sales 
campaign. —v. 3. to serve in or go on a campaign: [ro 
obj): She campaigned all year long. [~ + for + obj): He 
was Campaigning for governor. [~ + to + verb]: They 
campaigned to get tougher laws. —cam-paign/er, n. 
[count] 

camp-er (kam/pər) /'kæmpər/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who camps outdoors for recreation, esp. in the wilder- 
ness. 2. a person who attends a summer camp or day 
camp. 3. a trucklike vehicle, van, or trailer equipped for 
camping. 

campfire (kamp/fier’) /'kæmp,fay°r/ n. [count] an out- 
door fire for warmth or cooking. 

camp’ follower, n. [count] 1. a person not officially 
connected with a military unit but who follows an army 
camp, esp. a prostitute. 2. a person who supports a 
group without belonging officially to it. 

campground (kamp/ground/) /'kæmp,grawnd/ n. 
[count] a place for a camp in a tent or in the open air. 

cam-phor (kam/far) /'kæmfər/ n. [noncount] a strong- 
smelling substance used chiefly to repel moths. 

campsite or camp-site (kamp/sit/) /‘kemp,sayt/ n. 
[count] a place used or suitable for camping. 

cam-pus (kam/pəs) /kæmpəs/ n., pl. -pus-es. the 
grounds, often including the buildings, of a college or 
other school: [count]: one of the most beautiful cam- 
puses. [noncount): In those days you had to be back on 
campus by midnight. 

campry (kam/pé) /'kæmpiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. of, relating 
to, or characterized by theatrical camp: a campy spoof of 
the operetta. —campz-icly (kam/pa lē) /'kæmpəliy/ adv. 
-—camp/ieness, n. [noncount] 

can' (kan; uwrstressed kan) /kæn; unstressed kan/ auxil- 
lary (modal) verb. All present tense forms: can, past: 
could. —auxiliary verb [~ + root form of a verb} 1. to be 
able to; have the ability to: She can solve the problem 
easily. 2. to know how to: / can play chess, but not very 
well. 3. to have the right or qualifications to: He can 
change whatever he wants to in the script. 4. may; have 
permission to: Can I speak to you for a moment? 5. to 
have the possibility to: A coin can larid on either side. 6. 
(used in questions) a. (used to ask if something is possi- 
ble): Can that be the chairman on the phone? (= Is it 
possible that the chairman is on the phone?) b. (used to 
urge or request someone to do something; often: ~ + 
not): Can't we just sit down arid discuss this instead of 
fighting? (= | request that we sit down and discuss this.) 
7. (used in negative statements) must not: They're get- 
ting miarried? It can't be true! —Idiom. 8. can but, to 
be able to do nothing else except; can only: We can but 
try. ——Usage. can and may are both often used in the 
sense of possibility: A power failure can (or may) occur at 
any time. Traditional grammar books insist that only MAy 
conveys “permission,” but both words are now regularly 
used with this meaning: Can (or May) | borrow your tape 
recorder? CAN occurs this way chiefly in spoken English; 
MAY occurs more frequently in formal speech and writing. 
In negative constructions, CAN'T or CANNOT is more com- 
mon than maY noT; the contraction mayn’T is rare: You 
can't park in the driveway. CAN BUT and CANNOT BUT are 
formal and old-fashioned expressions suggesting that 
there is no other way to do something. 

can? (kan) /kæn/ n., v., canned, canning. —. [count] 
l. a sealed container for food, etc., such as of aluminum: 
He opened several cans of beer. 2. the contents of, or 
the quantity or amount of things inside: a car of mush- 
room soup. 3. a usually large bucket or container for 
garbage, etc.: Throw that away in the trash can. 4. [usi- 
ally singular: the + ~) Slang (usually vulgar). toilet; bath- 
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room. 5. [usually singular: the + ~] Slang. jail: sent to 
the can for twenty years. 6. [usually singular: the + ~] 
Slang (sometimes vulgar). buttocks. —v. {~ + obj] 7. to 
preserve (food) by sealing in a can, jar, etc.: She canned 
the strawberries in surnmer. 8. Slang. to dismiss (some- 
one) from a job; fire: They canned him after nearly 
twenty years on the job. 9. Slang. to put a stop to: Can 
that noise! —Idiom. 10. in the can, (of a task, etc.) 
completed; finished. 

can., an abbreviation of: 1. canceled. 2. canon. 

Caena-diean (kə na/dé an) /ka'neydiyon/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Canada. —n. [count] 2. a person born or liv- 
ing in Canada. 

Cana/dian ba/’con, n. [noncount) bacon made from 
the back or sides of a pig. 

canal (kə nal’) /ko'nzl/ n. 1. an artificial waterway dug 
through land, for navigation, etc.: [count]: the Panama 
Canal. (noncount): They traveled down by canal. 2. 
[count] a tube or tube-shaped passage in the body for 
food, etc.; duct: the alimentary canal in humans. 

can-a-pé (kan/a pē, -pa’) /'kænəpiy, -,pey/ n. [count], 
pl. -pés. a cracker or small piece of bread topped with 
cheese or other savory food. 

canard (kə nard’, -nar’) /ko'nard, -'nar/ n. [count] a 
false, usually harmful or misleading report. 

canary (ka nar/é) /ka'neariy/ n., pl. -ies. 1. [count] a 
small, greenish yellow finch of the Canary Islands. 2. 
[nonconntg) a light, clear yellow color: painted in canary 
and blue. 3. Slang. iNFORMER (def. 1). 

canc., an abbreviation of: 1. cancel. 
cancellation. 

can-can (kan/kan/’) /'kæn,kæn/ n. (count) a lively, high- 
kicking dance popular about 1850 in Paris. 

can-cel (kan/sal) /'kænsəl/ v., -celed, -cel*ing or (esp. 
Brit.) -celled, -cel-ling. 1. [~ + obj] to make no longer 
valid, etc.; remove or call back: The general canceled all 
military leaves. 2. [~ + obj] to decide or announce that 
(a planned event) will not take place; call off: She can- 
celed the picnic. 3. [~ + obj; often: be + ~-ed] to mark 
with lines or to put holes in (a check, postage stamp, 
etc.) so as to prevent reuse: The check had been can- 
celed. 4. [~ + obj] to balance; make up for: His sincere 
apology canceled his sarcastic remark. 5. [~ + obj] (in 
mathematics) to eliminate (a number or variable) by 
drawing a line through a factor that is common to both 
the denominator and numerator of a fraction or to equiv- 
alent terms on opposite sides of an equation: To reduce 
a fraction you cancel the factors that are common in the 
top and the bottom. 6. [~ + obj) to cross out (words, 
etc.) by drawing a line through the item. 7. cancel out, 
to (cause to) balance or compensate for one another: [no 
obj): The two opposing forces cancel out. [~ + obj + 
out): The two armies cancel each other out. [~ + out ae 
obj): One effect of the force cancels out the other. 
—can/cel-er; esp. Brit., can/cel-ler, n. [count] 
can-cel-la-tion (kan/sa lā/shən) /,kænsə 'leyfən/ n. 1. 
[noncount) the act of canceling or calling off: cancellation 
of new orders for cars. 2. [count] an instance of cancel- 
ing or calling off; something called off: The hotet re- 
ported hundreds of cancellations. 

can-cer (kan/sor) /‘kensor/ n. 1. a. [count] a harmful 
growth in the body, caused when cells increase without 
control: Many cancers spread throughout the body. b. 
[noncount] any disease characterized by such growths: 
cancer of the liver. 2. [count] an evil that spreads and br- 
ings destruction: Racial hatred is a cancer in our society. 
—can/cer-ous, adj. 

can-de-la-bra_ (kan/dl @/bra, -ab/ra) /,kændļ'abrə, 
“xbro/ n. [count], pi. -bras for 2. 1. a pl. Of CANDELA- 
BRUM: Those candelabra were not destroyed in the fire. 
2. a candelabrum: The candelabra was not destroyed in 
the fire. 

can-de-lasbrum (kan/dl a’bram) /,kxndl'abrom/ n. 
[count], pi. -bra (-bra), -brums. an ornamental holder 
with several branching candlesticks. 

can-did (kan/did) /'kændıd/ adj. 1. open and sincere; 
honest: a candid critic. 2. not posed; informal: a candid 
plioto. —can/did-ly, adv. —can/did-ness, n. (noncount] 
canediedaecy (kan/di da sé) /kwendi do siy/ n. [non- 
count) the condition of being a candidate: announced 
tier candidacy for tnayor. 

can-diedate (kan/di dat’, -dit) /‘kwndi,deyt, -dit/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who seeks a political office, etc.: the 
seven presideritial candidates. 2. a person deserving of a 
certain fate: a candidate for the poorhouse. 3. a student 
studying for a degree: a bachelor of arts candidate. 


2. canceled. 3. 


112 


can-died (kan/déd) /'kændiyd/ adj. [before a noun) 
cooked or covered in sugar or syrup: candied yams. 

can-dle (kan/dl) /'kendl/ n, v, -dled, -dling. —n. 
[count] 1. a long, usually slender piece of wax with a wick 
in the middle, burned to give light. See illustration at 
RESTAURANT. ——Idiom. 2. hold a candle to, [~ + obj; 
used with a negative word or phrase, or in questions] to 
compare favorably with: Yo one can hold a candle to her 
for fine artistic work. 

can-dle-stick (kan/dl stik’) /‘kendl,stik/ n. [count] a 
device having a hole, a cuplike opening, or a spike for 
holding a candle: the heavy brass candlesticks. 

can-dor (kan/dar) /‘kendor/ n. [noncount) the state or 
quality of being candid: She spoke with total candor and 
even biuntness. Also, esp. Brit., can’dour. 

canedy (kan/dé) /'kendiy/ n., pl. -dies. 1. [noncount) a 
sweet food made mostly of sugar or syrup and usually 
cooked or baked: homemade candy. 2. [count] a single 
piece of such a food: a few sinalt candies. 

cane (kan) /kcyn/ n., v., caned, caning. —n. 1. [count] 
a short staff used to assist one in walking. 2. [count] a 
long, hollow woody stem with joints, such as that of the 
bamboo plant. 3. [noncount) the materiai of this stem, 
esp. split rattan, woven or used to make chair seats, etc.: 
a chair of bamboo cane. 4. SUGARCANE. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to hit or beat with a cane. 6. to furnish or make with 
cane: to cane chairs. 

cane’ sug/ar, n. [noncount) sugar obtained from sug- 
arcane: Use white cane sugar for this cake. 

Caenine (ka/nin) /'kcynayn/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or 
like a dog: The canine patrol is a group of dogs used in 
police work. 2. of or relating to any of the four pointed 
teeth found next to the incisors: canine teeth. —n. 
[count] 3. a dog. 4. one of the four pointed teeth of the 
jaws. 

can-is-ter (kan/ə ster) /'kænəstər/ n. [count] 1. a small 
box or jar for holding tea, coffee, etc. 2. a sealed con- 
tainer holding a substance kept under pressure: The can- 
isters of tear gas exploded in the crowd. 

can-ker (kang/kar) /‘kenkor/ n. 1. [count] an inflamed 
or sore area, esp. in the mouth. 2. [count] an area of 
diseased tissue, esp. in woody stems. 3. [noncount] the 
disease that causes these sores or infected areas: The li- 
lacs were destroyed by canker. 4. [count] something evil 
that spreads like disease and destroys; blight: the canker 
of poverty and violence. Also called can’ker sore’ (for 
defs. 1, 2). —can/ker-ous, adj. 

canena-bis (kan/ə bis) /‘kanabis/ n. 1. [count) the 
hemp plant. 2. [noncount) any of the various parts of the 
plant from which hashish, marijuana, bhang, and similar 
drugs are prepared. 3. MARIJUANA. 

canned (kand) /kxnd/ adj. 1. preserved in a can or jar: 
canned peaches. 2. (before a noun) recorded or prere- 
corded: canned music. 3. prepared in advance for re- 
peated use: He gave his canned campaign speech. 

canenersy (kan/a rē) /‘kenariy/ n. [count], pi. -ies. a 
factory where foods are canned. 

caneniebal (kan/a bal) /'kwnabol/ n. [count] a person or 
animal that practices cannibalism. 

caneni-baleism (kan/ə ba liz’am) /‘kana bə lizom/ n. 
[noncount) the act or practice by a human being of eat- 
ing human flesh, or the act or practice by an animal of 
eating its own kind. —caneni-bal-is-tic (kan’a ba lis7tik) 
/ kenaba'listik/ adj. 

Caneniebaleize (kanə bə liz’) /'kænəbə,layz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to remove parts from (a machine, 
etc.) to repair or make a similar unit: cannibalized the 
backup generator to get the main one going again. 
—canni-bal-i-za-tion (kan’a bə lə zā/shən) /,kanabo- 
lə'zeyfən/ n. [noncount] 

cannon (kan/ən) /'kænən/ n. (count), pi. -nons, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -non. a mounted gun for 
firing heavy projectiles: The general moved his cannons 
into the left flank. Thirty cannon were used. 

can-non-ade (kan’a nad’) /,keno'neyd/ n. [count] a 
continued firing of cannons, esp. during an attack. 
canenon-ball (kan’an bol’) /'kænən,bol/ n. [count] a 
heavy round ball made of iron or steel, designed to be 
fired from a cannon. 

canenot (kan/ot, ka not’, ka-) /‘kanot, kæ'nnt, ko-/ aux- 
iliary (nodal) verb plirase. [~ + root form ofa verb) 1.a 
form of can not. —Idiom. 2. cannot but, [~ + root 
form of verb] to have no alternative but to; cannot help 
but: We cannot but choose otherwise. ——Usage. CANNOT 
is sometimes spelled can NOT. The One-word spelling is 
preferred. Its contraction, can’t, is found chiefly in speech 
and informal writing. See also CAN', HELP. 
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can-ny (kan/e) /kæniy/ adj., -niver, -ni-est. 1. clever: 
astute; shrewd: He's a canny tenuis player. 2. careful and 
clever with money: a canny old bookkeeper. —eanenicly 
(kanl €) 'kænliy/ adv. —can/nieness, s. luonconnt): Be- 
hind his country-boy manner is very high-powered politi- 
cal canniuess. 

canoe (ka noo’) /ka'nuw/ n., v., -noed, -noe-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a slender boat pointed at both ends. —yv. [uo 
obj] 2. to go in a canoe: She canoed down the river. 
—ca-noe/ist, n. [count] 

can’ of worms’, n. [count] a source of many prob- 
lems: a controversial subject that could become a can of 
WOrMIS. 

can-on' (kan/an) /'kænən/ n. [count] 1. a rule or law of 
a church established by authority. 2. a principle or stand- 
ard of behavior: You have gone past the canons of good 
behavior. 3. an officially recognized set of sacred or au- 
thentic writings in a field. 

can-on? (kan/an) /'kænən/ n. [count] a member of a 
church assigned to a cathedral. 

caenhon (kan/yan) /'kænyən/ r. CANYON. 

ca-non-i-cal (ka non/i kal) /ka'nonikol/ adj. [usually: be- 
fore a noun] Also, casnon‘ic. 1. relating to, established 
by, or allowed by a canon: a canonical law. 2. author- 
ized; recognized: canonical books. —Ca-non/i-calely, 
adv. 

can-on-ize (kan/a niz’) kena nayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-iz-ing. to declare (someone) Officially as a saint: When 
was she canonized? —can-on-i-za-tion (kan/a nə zā7- 
shan) /,kenona'zeyfan/ n. [noncount]: The canonization 
of Joan of Arc took place in 1920. 

can-orpy (kan/a pē) /'kænəpiy/ n. (count), pl. -pies. 1. a 
covering held up on poles or hung above a bed, throne, 
etc. 2. a similar covering or awning stretching from the 
doorway of a building to a curb. 3. the cover formed by 
the leafy upper branches of the trees in a forest: The 
monkeys climbed high into the canopy and couldn't be 
seen. —can/o-pied, adj.: canopied terraces. 

cant’ (kant) /kent/ n. [noncount) insincere, false, or 
hypocritical statements: a lot of pretentious cant. 

cant? (kant) /kent/ u. [count] 1. a sudden movement 
that tilts or overturns a thing. 2. a slanting or tilted posi- 
tion. —v. [no obj) 3. to tilt or tum with a sudden jerk: 
The boat canted violently. 

can’t (kant) /kant/ contraction of cannot. —Usage. See 
CAN', CANNOT. 

can-ta-loupe or can-ta-loup (kan/t! dp’) /‘keentl,owp/ 
n. a melon with a hard green or yellow skin and pale or- 
ange or reddish yellow flesh: [count]: We boughit two 
cantaloupes at the grocery store. [noncourt]: There was 
no Cantaloupe at the market today. 

can-tan-ker-ous (kan tang/kar as) /kan'tankoras/ adj. 
bad-tempered; quarrelsome; grouchy: The coach is espe- 
cially cantankerous today. —can-tan’ker-ous-ly, adv. 
—can-tan/’ker-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

can-ta-ta (ken tä/tə) /kan'tats/ n. [count], pl. -tas. a 
musical work for church or the stage, not meant to be 
acted. 

can-teen (kan tén’) /kæn'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a small 
container used for carrying water or other liquids. 2. a 
store and cafeteria at a military base. 3. a small restau- 
rant where simple foods or snacks are sold, as in a fac- 
tory or school. 

can-ter (kan/tar) /'kæntər/ n. [count] 1. an easy gallop: 
The horses set off at a canter. —v. 2. to (cause to) ride at 
a Canter: [no obj]: The horses cantered around the pal- 
ace. [~ + obj]: The ceremonial guards cantered their 
horses. 

caneti-cle (kan/ti kəl) /'kæntıkəl/ n. [count] a hymn or 
chant chiefly from the Bible, used in church services. 

can-ti-le-ver (kan/tl @/var, -ev/ər) /'kæntl,iyvər, -,evar/ 
n. [count] a long, rigid beam or bracket that supports a 
larger construction, such as a balcony. See -tev-. 

can-to (kan/td) /‘kwntow/ n. [count], pl. -tos. one of the 
main or larger divisions of a long poem. 

can-ton (kan/tn, -ton) /‘kantn, -ton/ n. [comut] a small 
district of a territory or country, esp. one of the states of 
the Swiss confederation. —can/toneal, adj. 

can-tor (kan/tar) /'kæntər/ n. [count] the religious offi- 
cial Of a synagogue who sings or chants the prayers. 

canevas (kan/vas) /'kænvəs/ n. 1. [noncount] a closely 
woven, heavy cloth of cotton used esp. for tents, etc. 2. 
[zoncount] a piece of this or similar material on which a 
painting is made: some beautiful paintings on canvas. 3. 
[count] a painting on canvas: Those canvases sold for 
two million each. 4. (count; usually singular: the + ~ 


canny to capital 


the floor of a boxing ring, traditionally covered with can- 
vas: He was knocked to the canvas in the first round. 
can-vas-back (kan/vas bak’) /'kænvəs,bæk/ n. [count], 
pl. -backs, (esp. wher thouglit of as a group) -back. a 
North American duck, the male of which has a whitish 
back and a reddish brown head and neck. 

canvass (kan/vas) /'kænvəs/ v. 1. to ask for votes, etc., 
from (a district): [~ + obj): She canvassed her friends 
and the people on ler block. {no obj; sometimes: ~ + 
for + obj): She was canvassing for votes most of the 
week. —n. [count] 2. an act of asking for votes, views, 
etc.: a quick canvass of voters leaving tlic polls. —can/- 
vass-er, 1. [count] 

caneyon (kan/yan) /'kænyən/ u. 
with steep sides. 

cap’ (kap) /kæp/ n., v., capped, cap-ping. —n. [count] 
1. a close-fitting covering for the head, usually having no 
brim: a woolen cap. 2. a hat that signals one’s rank, oc- 
cupation, Or the like: a nurse's cap. 3. a top, lid, or cover 
of a container or bottle: a bottle cap. 4. summit; top: the 
cap of a hill. 5. an upper limit, as one set by law on 
prices, wages, etc.; ceiling: urged a Cap on wage in- 
creases of only 2%. 6. a noise-making device for toy pis- 
tols, made of a small quantity of explosive wrapped in 
paper. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to provide or cover with or as if 
with a cap: Clouds capped the mountaintop. 8. [~ + obj 
+ with + obj) to complete: She capped her career with a 
victory. 9. [~ + obj + with + obj] to follow with some- 
thing better; outdo: to cap one joke with one even fun- 
nier. 10. to put a maximum limit on: They promised to 
cap wages but not prices. 

cap? (kap) /kwp/ n. [count] a capsule, esp. of a narcotic 
drug. 

Ca-pasbil-i-ty (ka’pa bii tē) /,keypa'bilitiy/ n. 1. 
power; ability; the quality of being capable: [noncount]: 
She is an actress of great capability. [count]: We admire 
her capabilities as an instructor. 2. the power or ability to 
wage a war: [norcount]: the nuclear capability of that 
country. [Count]: nuclear and weapons research capabili- 
ties. 

ca-pa-ble (kā/pə bal) /'keypəbəl/ adj. 1. having power 
and ability; competent: a capable instructor. 2. be capa- 
ble of, to have the ability for; have the skill, motivation, 
etc., necessary for: He doesn't seem to be capable of 
murder. I'm sure she is capable of performing well. 
—ca/pa-ble-ness, v. [noncount] —ca/pa-bly, adv. 

Ca-Pa-cious (kə pa/shas) /ko'pcy fos/ adj. able to hold 
much: Her capacious leather handbag. —ca-pa/cious-ly, 
adv. —Ca-pa/cious-ness, n. [noncourit) 

ca-pacei-ty (ka pas/i tē) /ko'pewsitiy/ m., pl. -ties, adj. 
—n. 1. the maximum amount or number that can be 
contained; volume: [count; usually singular]: a Jug with a 
capacity of two quarts. [noncount]: The stadium was 
filled to capacity. 2. the power or ability of the mind: 
mental ability: [poncount): Those calculus problems were 
beyond my Capacity. [count]: People bring different ca- 
pacities to the language learning process. 3. { count; usu- 
ally singular] ability to perform, yield, or withstand: a 
high capacity to withstand pressure. 4. [count] position; 
function; role: asked to serve in an advisory Capacity. 
—adj. [before a noun] §. reaching the maximum num- 
ber: a Capacity crowd. 

cape’ (kāp) /kcyp/ n. [count] a piece of clothing without 
sleeves, fastened at the neck and falling loosely from the 
shoulders: The magician swept his cape forward. 
—caped, adj. 

cape’ (kāp) /keyp/ n. [count] a piece of land extending 
out into the sea. 

ca-per’ (ka/par) /‘keypar/ v. [110 obj] 1. to skip about in 
a happy, light manner: lambs capering in the meadows. 
—n. [count] 2. a playful leap or skip. 3. a prank or trick; 
silly act: a student caper. 4. Slang. a criminal act, as a 
robbery. 

caper? (kd/par) /'keypor/ n. [count] 1. a spiny bush of 
Mediterranean regions, having single white flowers. 2. its 
flower bud, pickled and used as a seasoning. 

cap-il-larsy (kap’a ler/é) "kepa,leriy/ n., pl. -ies, adj. 
—n. [count] 1. one of the tiny, hairlike blood vessels be- 
tween the arteries and the veins. —adj. [before a nour) 
2. of or relating to the attraction or the pushing away be- 
tween a liquid and a solid: Capillary action causes oil to 
rise in the wick of a lantern. 

cap-i-tal (kap/i tl) /‘kepitl/ n. 1. [count] the city that is 
the official center of government of a country, etc.: Sacra- 
mento, not Los Arigeles, is the capital of California. 2. 
[count] a city thought of as being of special importance 
in some field of activity: Hollywood, the entertainment 


[count] a deep valley 
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capital. 3. CAPITAL LETTER. 4. [noncount] the wealth 
owned or used in business by an individual, etc.: The 
companies needed capital for investment. —adj. [before 
a noun) 5. of or relating to financial capital: capital in- 
vestment. 6. principal; primary: a subject of capital con- 
cern. 7. chief, esp. as being the center of government: a 
capital city. 8. excellent; first-rate: a capital hotel. 9. of 
or indicating a capital letter; uppercase: Your name be- 
gins with capital B. 10. involving the loss of life: capital 
punishment (= punishment by death). 11. to be pun- 
ished by death: a capital crime (= a crime for which the 
punishment is death). 

cap/ital gain’, n. [count] profit from the sale of assets, 
as bonds or real estate. 

cap/ital goods’, n.p/. machines and tools used in the 
production of other goods. 

caprictaleism (kap/i tl iz’am) /‘kexpitlizom/ n. [non- 
count] an economic system in which investment in and 
ownership of the means of production and distribution 
are privately or corporately owned. 

cap-i-tal-ist (kap/i tl ist) /‘kxprtlist/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who invests capital in business enterprises. 2. a per- 
son who favors capitalism. 3. a very wealthy person. 

cap-i-tal-i-za-tion (kapi tl ə zā/shən) /,kepitla'zeyfon/ 
n. [Noncount] 1. the act or process of capitalizing. 2. the 
total investment of the owner or owners in a business 
enterprise. 

capitalize (kap/i tl iz’) /‘kwpitlayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. 1. to write or print in capital letters or with 
an initial capital. 2. to authorize a certain amount of 
stocks and bonds in the corporate charter of: to capital- 
ize a corporation. 3. to supply with capital. 4. capitalize 
on, [~ + on + obj] to take advantage of; turn to one’s 
advantage: to capitalize on one’s opportunities. 

cap/ital let/ter, n. [count] a letter of the alphabet that 
differs from its corresponding lowercase letter in form 
and height. 

caepit-uelate (kə pich’s lat’) /ka'pitfa,leyt/ v. [no obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to surrender usually after agreeing to 
certain terms. 2. [sometimes: ~ + to + obj] to give up 
resistance; yield: to capitulate to someone's pleas. —ca. 
pit-u-lant (kə pich’s lant) /ka'pitfolont/ n. [count] —cae 
pit/u-la’tor, n. [count] 

cap-let (kap/lit) /'kæplit/ n. [count] an oval-shaped tab- 
let with a smooth surface that eases swallowing. 

capon (kā/pon, -pən) /'keypon, -pan/ n. [count] a 
young castrated male chicken used as food. 

cap-puc-ci-no (kap’a chē/nō, kä/pə-) /,kaxpa'tfiynow, 
‘kapa-/ n. hot espresso coffee with foaming steamed 
milk added: [noncount]: a cup of cappuccino. [count]: 
ordered two cappuccinos. 

casprice (kə prés’) /ka'priys/ n. 1. [count] a sudden, 
unpredictable change. 2. [noncount] a tendency to 
change one’s mind without motive. —Ccarpri-cious (kƏ- 
prish’as) /ka'prifas/ adj. —ca-pri/cious-ly, adv. —ca- 
pri/cious-ness, n. [Noncount) 

caps., an abbreviation of: capital letters. 

cap-size (kap/siz) /'kæpsayz/ v., -sized, -siz-ing. to turn 
bottom up; overturn: [no obj): The boat capsized. [~ + 
obj): The wind capsized their boat. —cap/siz-a-ble, adj. 
cap-stan (kap/sten, -stan) /‘kwpston, -stan/ n. [count] a 
windlass rotated in a horizontal plane for winding in 
ropes, etc. 

cap-stone (kap/stdn’) /'kxp,stown/ n. [count] 1. a fin- 
ishing stone of a structure. 2. the most glorious and usu- 
ally final achievement: The Nobel prize was the capstone 
of his tong career. 

cap-sule (kap/sal, -sodl) /‘kapsal, -suwl/ n. [count] 1. a 
very small, usually tube-shaped casing with a dose of 
medicine inside, designed to be swallowed. 2. a similar 
structure in a plant, esp. a case containing a seed or 
seeds. 3. Also called space capsule. a sealed cabin in 
which a person or animal can ride in flight in space. 
—adj. [before a noun] 4. short and concise; briefly de- 
scribed: a capsule report; a capsule summiary. 

capt., an abbreviation of: captain. 

cap-tain (kap/ten) /'kæptən/ n. [count] 1. a person in 
authority over others: She was the captain of the field 
hockey team. 2. an officer in the army above a first lieu- 
tenant or in the navy above a commander: the first fe- 
mate captain in the army. 3. an officer of any rank who 
commands a military vessel or pilots an airplane: Cap- 
tain, should we set a new course? 4. a person of great 
power and influence, esp. based on wealth: captains of 
industry. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to lead as a captain: He cap- 
tained the team victories. —cap-tainecy (kap/’tan se) 
keptonsiy/ n. (noncount] 
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cap-tion (kap’shen) /'kæpfən/ n. [count] 1. a title or ex- 
planation for a picture: The caption under the photo 
read, “Winter in the Alps.” 2. a subtitle for a movie or a 
television program. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to supply a caption 
or captions for: a French film captioned in English. 

cap-ti-vate (kap’te vat’) /'kæptə,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. to charm or attract strongly; enchant; 
fascinate: She had completely captivated him with her 
wit. —cap/ti-vat/ing, adj.: She was a captivating movie 
star. —cap/ti-vat/ing-ly, adv. —cap-ti-va-tion (kap/te- 
vā/shən) /,kepto'veyfon/ n. [noncount] —eap/ti-va/tor, 
n. [count] 

cap-tive (kap’tiv) /'kæptiv/ n. [count] 1. a prisoner: 
They freed their captives before surrendering. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 2. kept or held in confinement: captive ani- 
mals. 3. unable to avoid listening to something: Her din- 
ner guests were always a captive audience for her stories. 
—Idiom. 4. take or hold (someone) captive, to take 
or keep (someone) as a prisoner, esp. in war: We took 
them captive. 

cap-tivei-ty (kap tiv/i tē) /kep'tivitiy/ n. (count; non- 
count), pl. -ties. the state or period of being held, im- 
prisoned, enslaved, or confined; servitude or bondage; 
imprisonment. 

cap-tor (kap/ter) /‘kxptar/ n. [count] a person who has 
captured a person or thing. 

cap-ture (kap/char) /'kæptfər/ v, -tured, -tur-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to take by force; take prisoner: The pa- 
trol captured a few dozen soldiers. 2. to gain control of; 
hold: She captured my attention immediately. 3. to take 
possession of, as in a contest: to capture a pawn in 
chess. 4. to represent or record (a feeling, etc.): a movie 
that captures life in Berlin in the 1930's. —n. 5. [non- 
count] the act of capturing; seizure: On the day of the 
capture we were out on a patrol. 6. [count] the person or 
thing captured. 

car (kar) /kar/ n. 1. an automobile: [count]: We needed 
to buy a new car. [noncount; by + ~): She has to get to 
work by car. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. [count] a 
vehicle running on rails or tracks: The train had eight 
cars, including the dining car. 3. [count] the part of an 
elevator, etc., that carries the passengers, etc. 

car., an abbreviation of: carat. 

carafe (ka raf’, -räf/) /ka'ref, -'raf/ n. [count] 1. a 
wide-mouthed bottle with a lip, for holding and serving 
beverages. 2. the amount held in such a bottle: We 
drank a carafe of wine. 

careaemel (kara məl, -mel’, kär/məl) /'kærəməl, -,mel, 
'karməl/ n. 1. [moncount] a liquid made by cooking 
sugar until it darkens, used for flavoring food: The candy 
apple had caramel baked onto it. 2. [count] a chewy 
candy made from sugar, butter, milk, etc. 

cCareaspace (kara pas’) /'kærə,peys/ n. [count] a shield 
or shell of hard material covering some of an animal, 
such as a turtle. 

careat (kar/at) /'kærət/ n. 1. a unit of weight in gem- 
stones, 200 milligrams (about 3 grains of troy or avoirdu- 
pois weight): [count]: How many carats did it weigh? 
[singular; before a noun); an eighteen-carat diamond. 2. 
KARAT. 

careaevan (kar’a van’) /'kærə,væn/ n., v., -vaned or 
-vanned, -van-ing or -vanening. —n. [count] 1. a group 
of travelers journeying together for safety in passing 
through deserts, etc. 2. a large covered vehicle for con- 
veying passengers, goods, etc.; van. 3. Chiefly Brit. House 
TRAILER. 

carearvanesarry (kar/ə van/sa rē) /,kærə'vænsəriy/ also 
car-a-vaneseerai (kar’a van/sa ri’, -ra’) /,kero'vaenso- 
ray, -,rey/ n. [count], pl. -saeries also -se-rais. (in the 
Near East) an inn for people in caravans. 

careaeway (kar/a wa’) /'kwra,wey/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
plant of the parsley family. 2. the sweet-smelling seedlike 
fruits of this plant, used in cooking and medicine. 

car-bine (kar/bén, -bin) /‘karbiyn, -bayn/ n. [count] a 
light, gas-operated rifle. 

car-bo-hy-drate (kär/bō hifdrat, -ba-) = /,kar- 
bow'haydreyt, -bo-/ n. 1. any of a class of substances 
made of carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen, including 
starches and sugars: [count]: Carbohydrates are pro- 
duced in green plants by photosynthesis. [noncount): 
Change the amount of carbohydrate in your diet. 2. 
[count] a food containing a large amount of starch or 
sugar, esp. refined sugar: eating too many carbohydrates 
as snacks. See -HYDR-. 

car-bol/ic ac/id (kär bol/ik) /kar'bolik/ n. [noncount] a 
chemical substance used in cleaning and to kill germs. 

car-bon (kär/bən) /'karban/ n. 1. [noncount) an element 
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combined with other elements in all organic matter, and 
found in a pure form as diamond and graphite. 2. 
[count] a sheet of paper with writing or other marks cop- 
ied onto it by the use of carbon paper. 3. [count] a sheet 
of carbon paper. 

car-bon-at-ed (kar/ba na/ted) /‘karba,neytad/ adj. con- 
taining carbon dioxide so as to produce bubbles: carbon- 
ated drinks. —car-bon-astion (kar/ba na/shan) /,kar- 
ba'neyfon/ n. [noncount): This soda has lost its 
carbonation. 

car’bon-date’, v. [~ + obj], -dat-ed, -dat-ing. to esti- 
mate the age of (something organic) by measuring how 
much radioactive carbon is in the object: carbon-dated 
the seeds to the time of Christ. —car’bon dat/ing, n. 
[noncount) 

car/bon di-ox/ide (di ok/sid) /day'nksayd/ n. [non- 
count] a colorless, odorless gas formed during respira- 
tion: When we breathe out we give off carbon dioxide. 

car/bon mon-ox/ide (mon oksid mə nok/-) 
/mon'pksayd, moa'nok-/ n. [noncount] a colorless, odor- 
less, poisonous gas produced when carbon burns with 
insufficient air. 

car/bon pa/per, n. [noncount) paper with a prepara- 
tion of carbon or other material on one side, placed be- 
tween two sheets of plain paper in order to reproduce on 
the lower sheet whatever is being written or typed on the 
upper. 

car-bun-cle (kar/bung kəl) /‘karbankol/ n. [count] a 
very painful swelling of the skin caused by a group of 
deep, interconnected boils. —car’bun-cled, adj. —car- 
bun/cuslar, adj. 

car-bu-re-tor or car-burret-er (kär/bə ra/tar, -bya-) 
karbo,reytoar, -byə-/ n. [count] a device in a car engine 
for mixing fuel and air to produce a mixture that can be 
exploded to provide power: tried adjusting the carbure- 
tor. Also, esp. Brit., car-bueret-tor, car-bueret-ter (kär/- 
bya ret/ar) /‘karbya,retar/. 

Car-cass (kar’kas) /'karkas/ n. [count] 1. the dead body 
of an animal, esp. of a slaughtered animal. 2. Slang. the 
body of a human being: Get your carcass off my desk! 

Carecineo-gen (kär sin’a jan) /kar'sinad3an/ n. (count) 
any substance that tends to produce a cancer. See -GEN-. 

car-cin-o-gen-ic (kar/sin ə jen/ik) /,karsin ə 'd3enik/ 
adj. 1. causing cancer: carcinogenic substances. —n. 
[count] 2. a carcinogen. 

card! (kard) /kard/ n. 1. [count] a usually rectangular 
piece of stiff paper used to record information, etc: She 
showed her identification card and was let in. 2. (count) 
one of a set of cards with spots, etc., used in playing var- 
ious games. 3. cards, (noncount; used with a singular 
verb) a game or games played with such a set. 4. 
[count] something useful in attaining an objective, 
likened to a high card in a game: / had one more card to 
Play: my friendship with the president. 5. [count] a 
folded piece of thin cardboard printed with a message of 
holiday greeting, etc. 6. postcarD. 7. an amusing or 
prankish person. —-Idiom. 8. in the cards, destined or 
certain to occur. 9. put or lay one’s cards on the ta- 
ble, to be completely straightforward; conceal nothing. 

card? (kard) /kard/ n. [count] Also called carding ma- 
chine. 1. a machine for combing fibers, as of cotton or 
wool, before spinning. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to comb (fibers) 
with this machine. —card/er, n. [count] 

Card., an abbreviation of: Cardinal. 

card-board (kard/bérd’, -b6rd/) /‘kard,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[noncount] 1. thin, stiff pasteboard, used for boxes, etc. 
—adj. 2. resembling cardboard, esp. in thinness or 
cheapness: an apartment with cardboard walls. 3. not 
fully lifelike: a movie with a cardboard hero. 

card/-car’rying, adj. [before a noun) 1. admittedly 
belonging to a group or party: a card-carrying Commu- 
nist. 2. identified with or dedicated to an ideal, profes- 
sion, or interest: a card-carrying humanist. 

card’ cat/alog, n. (count) a file of cards arranged in 
some definite order and listing the items in the collection 
of a library. See illustration at SCHOOL. 

Car-dieac (kar/dé ak’) /'kardiy,æk/ adj. [before a noun) 
of or relating to the heart, or to treatment of the heart: 
cardiac disease. 

Caredi-gan (kar/di gan) /‘kardigon/ n. [count] a knitted 
sweater or jacket usually without a collar, that opens 
down the front. 

car-dienal (kär/dn l) /‘kardnl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of 
the greatest significance: a matter of cardinal impor- 
tance; a cardinal sin. —n. (count) 2. a high church official 
appointed by the pope. 3. a common crested songbird 
of North America, the male of which is bright red. 
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car/dinal num/ber, n. [count] any of the numbers that 
express amount, as one, two, three. 

Car-di-o-gram (kar/dé ə gram’) /'kardiya,gram/ n. 
ELECTROCARDIOGRAM. 

car-di-ol-o-gy (kar/dé ol/ə jé) /,kardiy'nlad3iy/ n. [non- 
count) the study of the heart and its functions. —car/di- 
ol’o-gist, n. [count] 

car-di-o-vas-cu-lar (kar/dé 6 vas/kya lər) /,kardi- 
yow'veeskyalor/ adj. of, relating to, or affecting the heart 
and blood vessels: the cardiovascular system; cardiovas- 
cular diseases. 

card-sharp (kärd/shärp/) /'kard,farp/ also cards 
sharp-er (kärd/shär/pər) /'kard,Jarpər/ n. [count] a 
person, esp. a professional gambler, who cheats at card 
games. Also called card’ shark’. —card/sharp’ing, n. 
{[noncount] 

care (kar) /keər/ n, v, cared, caring. —n. 1. [non- 
count) a troubled state of mind: / felt burdened with care 
at the time. 2. [count] a cause or object of worry or con- 
cern: lots of cares. 3. [noncount] serious attention; preci- 
sion; caution: fo devote care to one’s work. 4. [non- 
count] protection; charge: We left our cat in the care of 
friends. —v. 5. to be concerned (about); have regard 
(about): [no obj; often: ~ + about + obj): Does the 
president really care about education? [~ + clause]: He 
cares what other people think. 6. [~ + clause; used with 
a negative word or phrase, or in questions] to object or 
mind: / don't care if you come late. 7.[~ + for + obj] to 
look after; provide assistance for someone: Will you care 
for the children while | am away? 8. (with a negative 
word or phrase, or in questions) to desire; like: [~ + to 
+ verb]: Would you care to dance? [~ + for + obj): 
Would you care for dessert? —Idiom. 9. could(n’t) 
care less, to be completely unconcerned or not worried: 
! could(n't) care less if it rains or not. 10. take care, a. 
to be certain (to do something): [~ + to + verb]: Take 
care not to burn yourself. [~ + that clause]: He took 
care that everyone was paid on time. b. (no obj; used as 
an expression of farewell or good-bye): III see you to- 
morrow; take care! 11. take care of, [~ + obj] a. to 
watch over; be responsible for: Who will take care of the 
children? b. to deal with; attend to: My wife takes care of 
all the bills. —Related Words. care is a noun and a 
verb; CAREFUL is an adjective: He handled the bomb with 
great care. He cared about what happened to his chil- 
dren. He was very careful handling the bomb. —Usage. 
COULD CARE LESS, the apparent opposite of COULDN'T CARE 
LESS, is actually used interchangeably with it to express 
indifference. Both versions are common mainly in infor- 
mal speech. 

ca-reen (ka rén/) /ka'riyn/ v. to (cause to) lean or tip to 
one side while in motion; sway: [no obj]: The car ca- 
reened around the corner. [~ + obj]: He careened the 
car around the corner and roared off. 

career (ko rér’) /ko'riar/ n. 1. [count] a profession that 
is one's most important work in life: Women should have 
the same opportunity for the career of their choice as 
men do. 2. [count] a person's general course of action 
through some or all of life: a short career as a soldier. 3. 
[noncount] speed, esp. full speed. —v. [no obj] 4. to go 
at full speed: The car went careering down the highway. 
—adj. [before a noun) 5. having as a career; profes- 
sional: He was a career diplomat. 

ca-reer-ist (kə rēr/ist) /ka 'riarist/ n. [count] a person 
who makes a career the most important or meaningful 
part of life. 

care-free (kar/fré’) /‘kear,friy/ adj. being without worry. 

care-ful (kar/fal) /,kearfal/ adj. 1. cautious in one’s 
actions: a careful driver. [be + ~ + to + verb]: He was 
careful not to get her mad. 2. (used as a command) 
watch out; be cautious: Careful! It's going to break! 3. 
done or performed with accuracy or caution; taking pains 
in one’s work: He was a careful typist. —care/ful-ly, adv. 
—care/ful-ness, n. [noncount] 

care-giv-er (kar/giv/ar) /‘kear,givor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who cares for someone sick or disabled. 2. an adult 
who cares for a child: In many cases it is no longer the 
parent who is the primary caregiver. 

care-less (kar/lis) /‘kearlis/ adj. 1. not paying enough 
attention to what one does: He made a few careless mis- 
lakes on that exam. 2. not exact or accurate: careless 
work. 3. [sometimes: ~ + of] without thinking of results; 
heedless or indifferent: careless of other people's 
feelings. 4. not caring or troubling; unconcerned: a care- 
less little laugh. —ecare/less-ly, adv. —care/less-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

Caress (kə res’) /ka'res/ n. [count] 1. a light stroking 
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gesture expressing affection or care. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to 
touch or stroke lightly in or as if in affection: She ca- 
ressed the child's hot forehead. 

car-et (kar/it) /‘kerit/ n. [count] a mark (A) made in 
written or printed matter to show the place where some- 
thing is to be inserted. 

care-tak-er (kâr/tā/kər) /'keor,teykar/ n. [count] 1. a 
person in charge of the maintenance or upkeep of a 
building, etc. 2. CAREGIVER. —adj. [before a noun] 3. 
temporarily performing the duties of an office: a care- 
taker government. 

care-worn (kar/worn’, -worn’) /‘keor,worn, -,wowrn/ 
adj. showing signs of care or worry: the exhausted, care- 
worn look on his face. 

car-fare (kar/far’) /‘kar,feor/ n. [noncount] the amount 
charged for a ride on a subway or bus. 

cargo (kär/gō) /‘kargow/ n., pl. -goes, -gos. the load of 
goods carried by a ship, airplane, etc.: [noncount]: The 
plane was loaded with cargo. [count]: It was a cargo of 
natural gas. 

Careisbou (kar’a bod’) /‘kwra,buw/ n. [count], pl. -bous, 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -bou. the reindeer of 
North America. 

Car-ieca-ture (kar/i kə char, -chddr’) /'kærikət fər, -,tfur/ 
n., v., -tured, -tureing. —n. 1. [count] a picture exagger- 
ating the special features of a person or thing: The mag- 
azine with the caricature of the dictator was banned. 2. 
[noncounf] the art or process of producing such pictures: 
a master at caricature. 3. [count] any imitation so dis- 
torted that it is unfair or misleadingly false: The essay 
was a Caricature of real scholarship. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
make a caricature of: caricatured politicians on both the 
left and the right. —Syn. See BURLESQUE. 

Car-ies (kar’éz) /'keoriyz/ n. [noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb] decay of the teeth or the bones: dental car- 
ies. —car/i-ous, adj. 

careilelon (kar’a lon’, -lan) /‘kera,lon, -lan/ n. [count] a 
set of bells hung in a tower and rung by hand, pedal ac- 
tion, or machinery. 

careing (kar/ing) /‘kearin/ adj. 1. showing concern for 
others; compassionate: grew up to be a caring adult. 
—n. [noncount] 2. concern; compassion. 

carsmine (kär/min, -min) /‘karmin, -mayn/ n. [non- 
count] 1. crimson or purplish red color. —adj. 2. crim- 
son; purplish red. 

car-nage (kar/nij) /‘karnid3/ n. [noncount] the slaughter 
or killing of a great number of people, as in battle: horri- 
fying carnage in the city after the bombing. 

carenal (kar/nl) /‘karnl/ adj. relating to or characterized 
by the passions of the body; sexual: carnal desire. 
—car/nal-ly, adv. 

Ccarena-tion (kar na/shon) /kar'neyfon/ n. [count] a 
plant having long-stalked, fragrant flowers in a variety of 
colors. 

Carenieval (kar/na val) /'karnəvəl/ n. 1. [count] a travel- 
ing amusement show having games, rides, etc. 2. 
[count] a festival: a winter carnival. 3. [noncount] the 
season preceding Lent: We went to Brazil for carnival. 

Careni-vore (kär/nə vor’, -vor’) /‘karnd,vor, -,vowr/ n. 
[count] an animal that eats flesh. See -vor-. 

Car-niv-o-rous (kar niv’ar as) /kar'nivoras/ adj. fesh- 
eating: Tigers are carnivorous aninials. See -VvOR-. 

car-ol (kar/al) /‘kxral/ n., v., -oled, -ol-ing or (esp. Brit.) 
-olled, -ol-ling. —v7. [count] 1. a song, esp. of joy. 2. a 
Christmas song or hymn. —v. [no obj; often: go + (out) 

~ing] 3. to sing Christmas songs, esp. in a group out- 
doors: They went out caroling on Christmas Eve. —car’ - 
ol-er; esp. Brit., car/ol-ler, n. [court] 

careom (kar/am) /'kærəm/ n. [count] 1. a shot (in bil- 
liards, etc.) that hits and rebounds off something: The 
carom went in the side pocket. —v. [no obj; often: ~ + 
off + obj} 2. to hit and rebound (off something): The ball 
caromied off the wall. 
carotid (ka rot/id) /ko'rotid/ n. [count] Also called 
carot/id ar’tery. either of two large arteries on each 
side of the neck that carry blood from the heart to the 
head. 
carouse (ka rouz’) /ko'rawz/ v. [no obj], -roused, 
-rous-ing. to behave drunkenly: out all night carousing. 
—ca-rous/er, s. [court] 
carousel (kar’a sel’, kar’a sel’) /,kwra'sel, 'kwra,sel/ n. 
[court] 1. MERRY-GO-ROUND (def. 1). 2. a revolving con- 
veyor belt on which items are placed: a baggage carousel 
at an airport. 
carp’ (kärp) /karp/ v. to find fault; complain without a 
good reason: (10 obj; often: ~ + at + obj): He's always 
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carping at his employees. [~ + that clause): forever 
carping that we waste paper Clips. 

carp? (kärp) /karp/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when thought of 
as a group) carp, (esp. for kinds or species) carps. a 
large freshwater fish widely used as a food fish. 

car-pal (kar/pal) /‘karpal/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of or 
relating to the bones of the wrist: the carpal joint. —n. 
[count] 2. any of the bones of the wrist. 

carpe diem (kar/pa dé’am, kär/pē) /‘kar'pcy diyam, 
'karpiy / Latin. seize the day; enjoy the present. 

Car-pen-ter (kär/pən tar) /‘karpantor/ n. [count] a per- 
son who practices carpentry. 

car-pen-try (kar/pen tré) /'karpəntriy/ n. [noncount] 
the work or skill of making or building things of wood: 
The house needs some carpentry. 

car-pet (kar’pit) /‘karpit/ n. [count] 1. a heavy, thick, 
woven fabric for covering floors. 2. any surface or cover- 
ing resembling a carpet; layer: a carpet of wildflowers in 
the meadow. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cover with or as if with 
a carpet: They decided to carpet the hallway. ——Idiom. 
4. on the carpet, summoned for a scolding; in trouble: 
His boss called him on the carpet after his last mistake. 

car-pet-bag-ger (kär/pit bag’ar) /‘karpit,bagar/ n. 
[count] 1. a Northerner who went to the South after the 
Civil War to exploit the confused conditions: Carpetbag- 
gers got their name from the little bags made of carpet 
material that they carried their belongings in. 2. any per- 
son, esp. a politician, who moves to a new place to live 
only to advance a political career. 

car-pet-ing (kar’pi ting) /‘karpitin/ n. [noncount] car- 
pets, or material for carpets: wall-to-wall carpeting. 

carpool (kar/pool’) /‘kar,puw!/ n. [count] Also, car’ 
pool’. 1. an arrangement among automobile owners by 
which each in turn drives the others to and from a desig- 
nated place: The drivers formed a carpool to save 
money. —v. [no obj] 2. Also, car’-pool’. to form or par- 
ticipate in a carpool: They carpooled to work. —Car/- 
pooler, n. [count] 

Car-port (kär/pôrt/, -port’) /'kar,port, -powrt/ n. [count] 
a roof projecting from a building for sheltering an auto- 
mobile. 

car-rel or carerell (kar/al) /'kærəl/ n. [count] a desk or 
small work area reserved for private study in a library. 

carriage (kar/ij) /‘karid3/ n. 1. [count] a wheeled vehi- 
cle for carrying persons, such as one pulled by horses: 
The princess stepped down gracefully from the carriage. 
2. [count] a baby carriage. 3. [count] Brit. a railway pas- 
senger coach. 4. [count] a movable part, as of a ma- 
chine, designed for carrying something: The carriage on 
a dot-matrix printer holds paper. 5. [noncount] the man- 
ner in which a person’s head and body are held when 
standing, etc.; posture: a woman of graceful Carriage. 

carrier (kar’ée ar) /‘keriyor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that carries: A newspaper carrier delivers the local 
Paper on weekdays. 2. an individual or Company en- 
gaged in transporting passengers or goods for profit. 3. 
an insurance company. 4. AIRCRAFT CARRIER. 5. an indi- 
vidual carrying a disease who may be immune to the dis- 
ease but transmits it to others. 

car/rier pig/eon, n. [count] a pigeon trained to fly 
from a certain destination to another carrying messages; 
a homing pigeon. 

carerieon (kar7é an) /‘keriyon/ n. [noncount] decaying, 
rotting flesh from a dead animal: Vultures feed on car- 
rion. 

car-rot (karat) /'kærət/ n. 1. [count] a plant of the 
parsley family, having fernlike leaves and small white 
flowers. 2. the long, orange to yellow root of this plant, 
eaten raw or cooked: [count]: Chop the five carrots into 
pieces. [noncourt): Take the boiled carrot and Strain it. 
3. [count] something offered as an incentive to encour- 
age someone to do something: Can you give the union 
leaders a carrot to bring their members to reason? 
—car/rot-y, adj.: bright orange, carroty hair. 

car-rousel (kar’a sel’, kar’a sel’) /,kara'sel, 'kwra,sel/ 
i. CAROUSEL. 

carery (kar/é) /'kæriy/ v., -ried, -ry-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to 
move (something) while holding or supporting; transport: 
lll carry the groceries home. 2.[~ + obj] to wear, hold, 
or have around one: / always carry muy driver's license. 3. 
[~ + obj; usually not: be + ~-ing] to contain or be ca- 
pable of containing; hold: The minivan carries seven peo- 
ple. 4. {~ + obj] to serve as a way of sending or trans- 
mitting (something); communicate: The networks carried 
her speech live. 5. [no obj] to be able to reach some dis- 
tance; be transmitted or sent: Sounds carry well over wa- 
ter. 6. [~ + obj] to be the means of moving (something) 
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by force; drive: The flood carried cars and houses down- 
river. 7. [~ + obj] to be pregnant with: She may be car- 
rying twins. 8. [~ + obj} to sing (a melody) on pitch: He 
could barely carry a tune. 9. [~ + oneself] to hold (one- 
self) in a certain manner; behave in a certain way: carries 
herself with dignity. 10. a. [no obj) (of a bill) to pass 
through a process of voting: The notion carried by a 
vote of fifty to thirty-one. b. [~ + obj] to obtain the pas- 
sage of (a bill): The committee carried the bill. 11. [~ + 
obj; not: be + ~ed] to gain a majority of votes in (a 
state, etc.): The president is not sure he can carry his 
own State in the election. 12. [~ + obj] to support or 
bear the weight or burden of (something not performing 
well): The star carried the whole play. 13. [~ + obj; not: 
be + ~ing] (of an action) to have as a consequence: 
Failing to pay your fine carries an additional penalty of 
fifty dollars. 14. [~ + obj] to keep on hand or in a store 
for sale: We don't carry that brand in this store. 15. 
carry away, [~ + away + obj; usually: be + ~-ed + 
away] to stir strong emotions in; cause to lose control: 
Don't get carried away—it's only a movie. 16. carry for- 
ward, to make progress with: (~ + forward + obj}: 
They'll want to carry forward his plans. [~ + obj + for- 
ward]: Let's carry the plans forward. 17. carry off, a. to 
win (a prize or honor): [~ + off + obj}: She carried off 
all the prizes in mathematics. [~ + obj + off}: Sle car- 
ried the prizes off last year. b. to deal with successfully: 
[~ + off + obj}: The disorganized junta couldn't carry off 
the coup. [~ + obj + off}: | thought we carried it off 
pretty smoothly. 18. carry on, a. [~ + on + obj] to 
manage; conduct: / don't know if we can carry on a con- 
versation here. b. [no obj; often: ~ + on + with + obj] 
to continue without stopping; persevere: / carried on with 
my work while the kids were howling. c. to be noisy, 
loud, or excited; be disruptive; act up: “Stop carrying on 
like that or you'll get detention,” she yelled. d. [~ + on 
+ with + obj] to have a sexual relationship with: Who 
was he carrying on with this time? 19. carry out, a. to 
put into operation; execute: [~ + obj + ont]: expected 
the troops to carry his orders out. [~ + out + obj]: Can 
you carry out this plan? b. to accomplish; complete: [~ 
+ out + obj): He carried out his plan to return to col- 
lege. [~ + obj + out]: He was determined to carry it 
out. 20. carry through, a. to accomplish; complete: [~ 
+ through + obj): She carried through her plan to invest 
in the stock market. [~ + obj + through): She carried 
the plan through. b. [~ + obj + through + obj] to sup- 
port or help through a difficult situation: Her support car- 
ried him through the crisis. c. [no obj; often: ~ + 
through + to + obj) to continue to be present: Violence 
done to children will carry through to the next genera- 
tion. —Idiom. 21. carry the day, to succeed in a situ- 
ation by persuading others: /’m sure he'll carry the day. 
22. carry (something) too far, [~ + obj + too far) to 
do (something) too much; overdo: Don’t you think you're 
carrying this argument a little too far? 

careryeall (kar/é OI) /'keriy,ol/ n. [count] a large bag or 
lightweight piece of luggage. 

car/ry-on/, adj. [before a noun) 1. of a size suitable for 
being carried by a passenger onto an airplane: carry-on 
luggage. —n. [count] 2. a piece of carry-on luggage. 

Car-ry-o-ver (kar’é O/var) /'kaxriy,owvor/ n. [count] 
something extended or postponed from one time to an- 
other. 

car’ seat’, n. [count] a removable seat for holding a 
small child safely in an automobile. 

caresick (kar/sik’) /‘kar,sik/ adj. ill with motion sickness 
during automobile travel. —car/sick’ness, n. ([non- 
count) 

cart (kart) /kart/ n. [connt] 1. a two-wheeled vehicle 
pulled by horses, oxen, etc., and used to carry goods, for 
farming, etc. 2. any small vehicle pushed or pulled by 
hand: a shopping cart. See illustration at SUPERMARKET. 
—v. [~ + obj) 3. to haul, as in a cart or truck: They 
carted the old furniture to the dump. 4. cart off or 
away, to take away (someone unwilling to go): [~ + obj 
+ ofaway): The police carted them off to jail. (~ + off/ 
away + obj): carted away all seven of them to jail. 
-——Idiom. 5. put the cart before the horse, to do or 
place things in wrong order; do things backward. 

carte blanche (kärt? blanch’, blansh’) /‘kart' blantJ, 
'blaf/ n. [noncount] full freedom or power to act: gave 
his chief of staff carte blanche to fire anyone he chose. 

car-te! (kar tel’) /kar'tel/ n. [count] a group formed to 
act as a unit, esp. to control prices in some business: 
The oil cartel sent oil prices skyrocketing. 

car-ti-lage (kar/tl ij) /‘kartlid3/ n. 1. [noncount) a firm, 
elastic tissue in the body: He tore sorne cartilage in his 
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Anee. 2. [count] a part or structure made of cartilage: in- 

Jjured an ankle cartilage. 

car-tog-ra-phy (kar tog/ra fē) /kar'tografiy/ n. [non- 
count) the production of maps. —car-tog/ra-pher, n. 
[count] See -GRAPH-. 

Car-ton (kär’tn) /‘kartn/ n. [connt] 1. a cardboard or 
plastic box used for storage or shipping. 2. a smaller box 
or container used for holding unit amounts of food, etc.: 
Bring back two cartons of milk. 3. the amount a carton 
can hold; the contents of a carton: drank a carton of 
Juice. 

car-toon (kar toon’) /kar'tuwn/ n. [count] 1. a drawing 
in a newspaper, magazine, etc., that comments amus- 
ingly On someone or some situation or carries some 
message: political cartoons. 2. comic strip. 3. a televi- 
sion or motion-picture film in which the characters and 
background are pictures that are drawn: animated car- 
toons. —car-toon/ist, n. (count) 

car-tridge (kar/trij) /‘kartrid3/ sn. [count] 1. a rounded 
tube or case that holds an explosive powder and a bullet 
for shooting from a gun or rifle. 2. a case containing an 
explosive substance, as for blasting. 3. a small container 
or tube filled with material to be inserted into a mechan- 
ism: a filin cartridge. 

cart-wheel! (kart/hwél’, -wél’) /‘kart,hwiyl, -,wiyl/ n. 
[count] 1. an acrobatic movement in which a standing 
person turns and throws the body down and sideways, 
landing first on the hands and then on the feet. —v. [no 
obj} 2. to perform cartwheels: She cartwheeled down the 
hill, 3. to roll forward end over end: The flaming plane 
cartwheeled into the sea. 

carve (kärv) /karv/ v., carved, carv-ing. 1. to cut (a 
solid material) so as to form something: [~ + obj]: to 
carve a piece of ebony. [no obj): They have been carving 
for years. 2. [~ + obj] to form from a solid material by 
cutting: carved unusual statues out of wood and ivory. 3. 
to cut (meat) into pieces or slices: [~ + obj]: She carved 
the turkey expertly. [no obj): Let him carve this year. 4. 
[~ + obj] to decorate with designs or figures cut on the 
surface: The craftsman carved the top and sides of the 
chest. 5. [~ + obj] to cut (a design) into solid material: 
She carved her initials on the tree. 6. [~ + out + obj] to 
make or create for oneself: He carved out a successful 
career in business. —carv/er, n. [count] 

cas-cade (kas kad/) /kæs'keyd/ n., v., -cad-ed, -cad-ing. 
—n. (count) 1. a waterfall descending over a steep, rocky 
surface. 2. anything that resembles a waterfall; torrent: a 
cascade of hair falling down her shoulders. 3. an ar- 
rangement of a lightweight fabric in folds falling one over 
another: a cascade of lace. —v. [no obj] 4. to fall in or 
like a cascade: water cascading down the mountain. 

case’ (kas) /keys/ n. [count] 1. one instance or an ex- 
ample of the occurrence of something: a case of poor 
judgment. 2. (usually: be + the + ~] the actual state of 
things: If that’s the case, you'd better get here sooner. 3. 
situation; circumstance: a hopeless case. 4. a patient or 
client, as of a physician or social worker. 5. an instance 
of disease, injury, etc., requiring attention: a very bad 
case Of arthritis. ©. a specific occurrence requiring dis- 
cussion or investigation: We now come to the case of the 
professor turned down for reappointinent. 7. a statement 
of facts, reasons, etc., used to support an argument: We 
presented a strong case against the proposed law. 8. a 
suit or action before a judge: The murder case came be- 
fore the new judge. 9. in grammar, the form of a word, 
usually of a noun, pronoun, or adjective, that serves to 
show the relation of the word to other words in a sen- 
tence: The case of the pronoun “he” shows that it is the 
subject of the sentence “He is ready.” The case of the 
pronoun “me” shows that it is the object of the sentence 
‘John saw me.” -——Idiom. 10. get off someone’s 
case, Slang. to stop nagging or criticizing someone. 11. 
in any case, regardless of circumstances; whatever hap- 
pens: We were ready, in any case, for war. 12. in case, if 
it should happen that; if: Please walk the dog in case | 
don't come back on time. 13. in case of, in the event 
of; if there should be: In case of fire, exit quietly down 
the stairs. 14. in no case, under no condition; never: In 
no case should you run down those stairs. 15. on some- 
one’s case, [be + ~(+ about + obj)] Informal. nagging 
or criticizing someone: She's always on iny case about 
my finances. 

case? (kas) /keys/ n., v., cased, cas-ing. —n. (count) 1. 
a container for enclosing something, such as for carrying 
or safekeeping: She put the jewels back in their case. 2. 
an outer covering: a knife case. 3. a box with its 
contents: a case of soda. 4. the amount contained in a 
box or other container: drank a case of beer. 5. the par- 
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ticular form of a written letter, either capital (uppercase) 
or small (lowercase). —v. [~ + obj) 6. to put or enclose 
in a case. 7. Slang. to examine carefully (a house, etc.) 
esp. in planning a crime: We cased the joint last night; 
we can get in, no problem. 

ca-sein (ka/sén, -sē in) /‘'keysiyn, -siyin/ n. [noncount) a 
protein from milk, forming the basis of cheese. 

case-load or case load (kas/l6d’) /'keys,lowd/ n. 
(count; usually singular) the number of cases handled by 
a court, agency, etc., over a period: a caseload of ten Cli- 
ents a day. 

case-ment (kās/mənt) /‘keysmont/ n. [count] Also 
called case/ment win/’dow. a window that has hinges 
on the sides. 

casework (kas/wurk’) /'keys,w3rk/ n. [noncount] social 
work involving contact between the social worker and the 
client. —case’work/er, n. (court) 

cash (kash) /kæf/ n. [noncount] 1. money in the form of 
coins or banknotes: $5,000 in cash and the rest in travel- 
er's checks. 2. money or an equivalent, as a check, paid 
at the time of making a purchase. 3. money: We're com- 
pletely out of cash. See illustration at BANK. —v. 4. [~ + 
obj] to give or obtain cash for (a check, etc.): Can you 
cash this check here? 5. cash in, [~ + in + obj) to turn 
in and get cash for (one’s chips), as in a gambling casino. 
6. cash in on, [~ + in + on + obj] to profit from; use 
to one’s advantage: He cashed in on the deal his partner 
made. —cash/less, adj. 

cash’ crop’, n. [count] a crop intended to be sold: 
such cash crops as tobacco. 

cash-ew (kash/60, kə shoo’) /'kæfuw, ka'fuw/ n. [count] 
1. a tropical American tree with yellowish pink flowers in 
open clusters. 2. Also called cash’ew nut. the small, 
edible nut of this tree. 

casheier’ (ka shér’) /kx'fior/ n. [count] 1. an employee 
who totals purchases and collects payment from custom- 
ers, or who dispenses money in a bank. 2. an executive 
who oversees the finances of a company. 

cash-ier? (ka shér’) /ke'fior/ v. [~ + obj] to dismiss 
from a position esp. with disgrace: He was cashiered 
from the navy. 

cashier's’ check’, n. [count] a check drawn by a bank 
on its own funds and signed by its cashier. 

cash’ machine’, n. auTOMATED-TELLER MACHINE. 

cashemere or kashemir (kazh’mér, kash/-) /‘ke3muor, 
'kæf-/ n. [noncount) the fine, soft wool of the Kashmir 
goat, or yarn made from this wool. 

cash’ reg/ister, n. [count] a machine in a business 
that indicates the amounts of individual sales and has a 
money drawer for making change. See illustration at su- 
PERMARKET. 

cas-ing (ka/sing) /‘keysin/ n. [count] 1. a case or cover- 
ing; housing: shell casings. 2. the framework around a 
door or window. 3. the tube-shaped case for making the 
outside of sausage, etc. 

Caesieno (kə sé/nd) /ka'siynow/ n. (count), pl. -nos. a 
building used for professional gambling, for meetings, or 
for dancing. 

cask (kask) /kask/ n. (count) 1. a container like a barrel, 
for holding alcoholic drinks. 2. the quantity such a con- 
tainer holds. 

cas-ket (kas/kit) /'kæskıt/ n. [count] 1. a coffin. 2. a 
small chest or box, such as for jewels. 

Cas-saeva (ka sä/və) /ka'sava/ n., pl. -vas. 1. [count] a 
tropical American plant having thick roots. 2. [noncount) 
flour or the starch from the roots of this plant, the source 
of tapioca. 

cas-se-role (kas’o rol) /'kæsərowl/ n. [count] 1. a 
usually large, covered baking dish, as of glass or pottery. 
2. any food baked in such a dish: tuna casseroles. 

cas-sette (ko set’, ka-) /ka'set, kæ-/ n. [count] 1. a 
plastic case in which audiotape or videotape runs be- 
tween two reels for recording or playing back. 2. a con- 
tainer for a roll of photographic film. 

cassock (kas/ak) /'kæsək/ u. [count] a long, close- 
fitting garment like a robe, worn by members of the 
clergy. 

cast (kast) /kast/ v., cast, casting, 7. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to throw or hurl; fling: to cast dice. 2. [~ + obj] to direct 
(the eye, etc.): She kept casting glances at me across the 
room. 3. (~ + obj] to cause to fall; put or send forth: 
This special lightbulb casts a soft light. 4. {~ + obj] to 
draw (lots), as in telling fortunes: The soldiers cast lots to 
see who would draw guard diity. 5. [~ + obj] to throw 
out (a fishing line, etc.): / was casting try line from the 
shore when it got tangled with hers. 6. (~ + obj] to 
shed or drop: The suake cast its skin. 7. [~ + obj) to 


118 


put or place, esp. by force: The villain was cast into 
prison. 8. [~ + obj] to deposit or give (a ballot): cast his 
ballot for president. 9. [~ + obj] to form or arrange; 
plan out: He cast his speech in more military terms. 10. 
a. [~ + obj] to select actors for (a play, etc.): The direc- 
tors and producers were casting the part of Hamlet. b. to 
assign a role to (an actor): [~ + obj): They cast him in 
the role of Caesar. [~ + obj + as + obj): They cast him 
as Hamlet in their production. 11. [~ + obj] to form (an 
object) by pouring metal, etc., into a mold and letting it 
harden: The statue was cast from bronze. 12. cast 
about or around, a. [~ + about/around + obj) to 
search; look: / cast about the room to find a container. 
b. [~ + for + obj] to seek: always casting around for 
some way to make more money. c. {no obj] to devise a 
plan; scheme: She was casting about to get the boss's at- 
tention. 13. cast away or aside, to reject; discard: [~ 
+ away/aside + obj): They cast aside our objections. {~ 
+ obj + away/aside]: Don't cast it away. 14. cast back, 
[~ + obj + back] to refer to something past; go back to 
something past: / cast my mind back to the days of my 
childhood. 15. cast off, a. [~ + off + obj] to discard; 
throw away; reject: We cast off our doubts and signed the 
contract. b. to let go or let loose, as a ship from a moor- 
ing: [~ + off + obj]: The sailors cast off the ropes and 
set sail. {~ + obj + off}: They cast the ropes off and set 
sail. c. [~ + off + obj] to complete a knitted fabric by 
looping over or removing (the final stitches): began to 
cast off the last row of stitches. 16. cast out, [~ + out 
+ obj] to force to leave; expel; banish: They said he 
could cast out demons and heal the sick. —n. [count] 
17. the act of throwing. 18. a throw of dice: After each 
cast, the player may bid or take a card. 19. the act of 
throwing a fishing line or net onto the water: My first cast 
went out about fifteen feet. 20. (usually singular] the 
group of performers in a play, etc.; players: The cast 
threw a party after the last perforrnance. 21. something 
made by pouring liquid metal, etc., into a mold and let- 
ting it harden. 22. a rigid, hard covering used to protect 
and hold in place a broken bone: They put my arm ina 
cast. 23. sort; kind; style; quality: minds of a philosophi- 
cal cast. 24. a turning of the eye to the side. 

cas-taenet (kas’to net’) /kasta'net/ n. [count] Usually, 
castanets. [plural a small musical instrument made up 
of two shells of wood held in the palm of the hand and 
clicked together to accompany dancing. 

castea-way (kast/a wa’) /'kwxsta,wey/ n. [count] 1. a 
person whose ship has been wrecked and who has 
landed on a deserted island. 2. anything cast adrift or 
thrown away. 3. an outcast. 

caste (kast) /kast/ n. 1. [count] any of the social divi- 
sions of Hindu society. 2. [count] a social division limited 
to people of the same rank, occupation, etc., by birth: 
castes of rich and poor. 3. [noncount] the rigid system of 
dividing or distinguishing among people in social groups 
in these ways. 4. [noncount] social position conferred 
upon one by a caste system: to lose caste. 

cast-er (kas/tar) /'kæstər/ n. (count) 1. a person or 
thing that casts. 2. a small wheel on a swivel, set under a 
piece of furniture, etc., to make it easier to move. 

cas‘ti-gate (kas/ti gat’) /‘kestigeyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to reprimand or criticize severely: The 
principal castigated the pupils for vandalizing the school. 
—cas-ti-ga-tion (kas’ti gā/shən) /kesti'geyfon/ n. 
[norncount] —cas/ti-ga/tor, n. [court] 

casting (kas/ting) /‘'kestin/ n. 1. [count] something 
cast in a mold. 2. [noncount] the process of choosing 
actors for a play, etc. 

cast’ i/ron, n. (noncount) an alloy of iron, carbon, and 
other elements, cast as a soft and strong, or as a hard 
and brittle, iron. 

cast/-i/ron, adj. (before a noun) 1. made of cast iron. 
2. not subject to change or exception: a cast-iron rule. 3. 
strong; hardy: a cast-iron stoinach. 

cas-tle (kas/al) 'kæsəl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. [count] 
1. a fortified, protected building, usually with a wall 
around it, owned by a prince or noble esp. in former 
times. 2. a large and stately residence, esp. one that imi- 
tates the forms of a medieval castle. 3. any place provid- 
ing security and privacy: the old saying, a man's home is 
his castle. 4 Chess. the rook; one of the two corner 
pieces in the first row. —v. 5. Chess. to move (the king) 
two squares to the side and bring the rook to the square 
the king has passed over: [~ + obj]: He castled his king 
as a final defense. (no obj): He tried castling to protect 
his king. 

cast-off (kast/6f’, -of/) /‘kawzst,of, -,nf/ adj. (before a 
noun) 1. thrown away; rejected; discarded: He was wear- 
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ing castoff clothes. —n. [connt] 2. a person or thing that 
has been cast off: / was wearing my older brother's cast- 
offs for years. 

cas/tor oil” (kas/tar) /'kæstər/ n. [noncount] a pale oil 
squeezed out of the bean of the castor plant, used as a 
lubricant and to stimulate the bowels. 

cas-trate (kas/trat) /‘kwstreyt/ v. [~ + obj), -trat-ed, 
-trat-ing. 1. to remove the testes of; emasculate: The 
veterinarian castrated the two bulls. 2. to weaken: re- 
move the strength of: The budget cuts only serve to cas- 
trate any future projects. —cas-tra-tion (ka stra’shan) 
/ka'streyfan/ n. [noncount): punishes rapists with cas- 
tration. [count]: The doctor had finished the castrations 
on the herd by midday. 

cas-ueal (kazh/60 al) /'kæzuwəl/ adj. 1. happening by 
chance: a casual meeting on the corner. 2. (usually: be- 
fore a noun] without serious intention; not thorough: He 
made a casual remark about her glasses. 3. seeming or 
pretending not to care; apathetic: He had a casual air. 4. 
(usually: before a nour] (of clothes, etc.) able to be worn 
on informal occasions; not dressy: casual slacks. 5. [be- 
fore a noun) irregular; occasional: She was Just a casual 
visitor. —n. [plural] 6. clothes worn or used on informal 
occasions: a set of smart casuals. —cas/wal-ly, adv. 
—cas/u-al-ness, n. (noncount]) 

cas-ueal-ty (kazh/60 al tē) /'kæzuwəltiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ties. 1. Military. a member of the armed forces removed 
from service by death, wounds, sickness, etc.: Casualties 
were heavy in that last battle. 2. one who is injured or 
killed in an accident. 3. any person or thing harmed or 
destroyed as a result of some act or event: Their house 
was one of the casualties of the earthquake. 

Cas-urisetry (kazh/oo is tré) /“kezuwis triy/ n. [non- 
count] reasoning that is deliberately too clever. —cas/u- 
ist, 7. [count] 

cat (kat) /kæt/ n. [count] 1. a small, furry, carnivorous 
animal often kept as a pet: Our cats like to play with 
string. 2. a grouping of similar animals, as the lion, tiger, 
leopard, or jaguar, and including numerous small wild 
cats: The cats were kept next to the bears at the zoo. 3. 
Slang. a person, esp. a man: a cool cat. —Idiom. 4. 
let the cat out of the bag, to reveal, tell, or make 
known a secret. 

cat., an abbreviation of: catalog; catalogue. 

cataclysm (kata kliz’am) /'kætə klizəm/ n. [count] 1. 
a violent and sudden event that produces great social 
changes; upheaval: The revolution was a cataclysm of 
major importance in that century. 2. a sudden and vio- 
lent action producing changes in the earth's surface, as a 
flood or earthquake; catastrophe. —cat/aeclys/mic, 
cat/a-clys’mal, adj. —cat/a-clys/mi-cal-ly, adv. 

catea-comb (kat/a kom’) /‘kexto,kowm/ n. (count; usu- 
ally plural) an underground burial place made up of tun- 
nels and rooms: the famous catacombs near Rome, Italy. 

cat-a-log (kat/i ôg/, -0g’) /'kætl,og, -,pg/ n. [count] 1. a 
pamphlet that contains a list or record of information, 
such as of items for sale, arranged in an orderly way and 
often including descriptions or illustrations: We looked 
through the catalog for courses in English. 2. a list of the 
books or other materials in a library arranged according 
to any of various systems. 3. a long list or record of any 
sort: a catalog of complaints. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to enter 
(items) in a catalog: cataloged the books alphabetically 
by author's last name. 5. to make a list of: The prosecu- 
tion cataloged a long series of crimes. 

catalogue (kat/l ôg’, -og’) /‘ketl,og, -,D9/ n, v. 
-logued, -logucing. CATALOG. 

ca-tal-pa (kə talpə) /kə'tælpə/ n. [count], pl. -pas. a 
tree from North America and E Asia, having white flower 
clusters and long, beanlike seed pods. 

cartal-y-sis (kə tal’a sis) /kə'tæləsıs/ n. [noncount] the 
causing or speeding up of a chemical change by the ad- 
dition of a catalyst. 

Catea-lyst (kat/I ist) /‘katlist/ n. [count] 1. a substance 
that causes or speeds up a chemical reaction without it- 
self being affected: The enzyme was a catalyst in that re- 
action. 2. a person or thing that brings about change. 
See -tys-. 

catea-marran (kat’a ma ran?) /katomo'ren/ n. [count] 
a sailboat with a frame set on two parallel hulls. 

Catea-pult (kat/a pult’, -pddlt’) /'kætə palt, -,pult/ n. 
[count] 1. an ancient military engine for hurling heavy 
stones, etc. 2. Brit. suincsHoT. 3. a device for launching 
an airplane from the deck of a ship. —v. 4. to hurl or be 
hurled from or as if from a catapult: [~ + obj]: The 
crash catapulted her right through the windshield. [no 
obj): The plane catapulted off the deck and into the air. 
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5. to move quickly, suddenly, or forcibly: [~ + obj): His 
first album catapulted him to fame. {no obj): She cata- 
pulted into first place in figure skating. 

cataract (kat/a rakt’) ‘kwta,rekt/ n. [count] 1. a de- 
scent of water over a steep surface. 2. an abnormal 
growth on the lens of the eye: to remove cataracts by la- 
ser surgery. 

ca.tarrh (ko tar’) /kə'tar/ n. [noncount]) irritation in the 
nose and throat causing an excessive flow of liquids or 
mucus. 

cartas-tro-phe (kə tas/tra fē) /ka'testrofiy/ n. (count) 
l. a sudden and widespread disaster: The flood was a 
major Catastrophe that killed thousands. 2. a great mis- 
fortune or failure; fiasco: Losing his job was a catastro- 
Phe to him. 3. the point in a drama following the climax 
and introducing the conclusion. See -STROPH-. 

cat-a-strophvic (kat/a strof/ik) /,katoa'strofik/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to a catastrophe: the catastrophic conse- 
quences of nuclear war. 2. having serious and harmful 
effects: the high cost of treatments for her catastrophic 
illness. 3. extremely bad. 

Cat-bird (kat/bird’) /'kæt,bərd/ n. [count] a songbird 
with a catlike call. 

cat-boat (kat/bōt/) /‘kwt,bowt/ n. [count] a boat having 
one mast set well forward with a single large sail. 

cat-call (kat/k6V) /'kæt,kol/ n. [count] a high-pitched, 
shrill, loud shout of disapproval at a theater, etc.: whis- 
tles and catcalls as the politician climbed onto the stage. 

catch (kach) /kætf/ v, caught (kôt) /kot/ catch-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to seize or capture, esp. after chasing: 
The police tried for weeks to catch the thief. 2. [~ + obj) 
to trap or ensnare: / was caught in a dead-end job. 3. (~ 
+ obj) to take and hold (something thrown, etc.): She 
caught the ball. 4.[~ + obj] to surprise or notice, as in 
some action: [~ + obj + verb-ing]: | caught them cheat- 
ing. [~ + obj): She caught me in the act of cheating on 
my test. 5. [~ + obj] to find (someone) in a particular 
condition, usually missing something: He was caught 
with his guard down (= He was not prepared). 6. [~ + 
obj] to receive, incur, or contract (a disease): He caught a 
cold at the overnight party. 7. [~ + obj] to be in time to 
get aboard: We caught the train at Trondheim. 8. [~ + 
obj) to take hold of; clasp: He caught her in an embrace. 
9. to (cause to or allow to) become gripped, stuck, or en- 
tangled: [~ + obj]: | caught my coat on that nail and it 
ripped. [no obj): My sleeve caught on that nail. 10. [~ + 
obj) to attract; charm; attract the attention of: She was 
caught by his winning smile. 11. [~ + oneself] to hold 
(Oneself) back or restrain (oneself) suddenly: He had to 
catch himself so that he wouldnt overreact. 12. [~ + 
obj] to see or attend (a show, etc.): Did you catch that 
new musical? 13. [~ + obj) to strike; hit: The blow 
caught him on the head. 14. to fasten with or as if with a 
catch; to (cause to) take hold: [no obj]: The lock won't 
catch. [~ + obj]: See if you can catch the lock on the 
chain. 15. [~ + obj] to grasp with the intellect; compre- 
hend: / caught the meaning of that joke but didn't dare 
laugh. 16. [~ + obj] to hear clearly: / couldn't catch 
what you said; could you repeat that? 17. [~ + obj] to 
be aware of (a smell, etc.): / caught a whiff of her per- 
fume. 18. [~ + obj] to record or represent successfully: 
This photo caught her expression perfectly. 19. (no obj] 
to become lighted; ignite: The green logs just won't 
catch. 20. catch at, [~ + at + obj] to grasp at eagerly: 
The children caught at the teacher's skirt. 21. catch on, 
[no obj) a. to become popular: For a long while her 
songs just didn't catch on. b. to grasp the meaning; un- 
derstand: [m a little slow but eventually | catch on. (~ + 
on + to + obj): She didn't catch on to my explanation. 
22. catch out, [~ + obj + out] to catch or discover in 
lies or an error: They caught him out in a lie. 23. catch 
up, a. [~ + up + with/to + obj] to overtake someone or 
something moving: / Caught up with her and pulled her 
arm. b. [~ + up + with + obj] to overwhelm suddenly: 
The truth caught up with him and he realized what he 
had done. c. [~ + up + on + obj] to do enough so that 
one is no longer behind: He was catching up on his work 
on weekends. d. (usually: be + caught + up] to be in- 
volved or interested in very strongly: He was caught up in 
his work and neglected his family. —n. 24. [count] the 
act of catching. 25. [count] anything that catches, esp. a 
device for slowing motion, as a handle on a window. 26. 
[count] any tricky or concealed problem or drawback: 
There must be a catch somewhere. 27. (count; usually 
singular) a slight, momentary break or crack in the voice: 
She answered with a catch in her voice and started to 
cry. 28. [count] something caught, as a quantity of fish: 
We brought homie quite a catch. 29. [count] a person or 
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thing worth getting, esp. as a desirable partner in mar- 
riage: What a catch she would be. 30. [noncount] a 
game in which a ball is thrown from one person to an- 
other: We went out in the yard to play catch. —Idiom. 
31. catch it, nformal. to receive a reprimand or punish- 
ment: You'll realty catch it if you don't finish your home- 
work, —catch/a-ble, adj. 

catch-er (kach/or) /‘ketfor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that catches. 2. the baseball player stationed be- 
hind home plate to catch pitches not hit by the batter. 

catch-ing (kach/ing) /‘katJin/ adj. [be + ~] 1. (of a 
disease) easily passed on to another; contagious or infec- 
tious: The flu is catching. 2. spreading rapidly to or easily 
affecting others: At the office her enthusiasm is catching. 
3. attractive; alluring. 

Catch-22 (kach’twen’té too’) /‘ketJ,twentiy'tuw/ n., pl. 
Catch-22’s, Catch-22s. a frustrating situation in which 
one is trapped by contradictory rules or conditions: 
[count]: You can't get a credit card unless you have a 
good credit rating. But to get a good credit rating, you 
need a credit card; it's a Catch-22. [noncount]: Any way 
you look at it, it’s Catch-22. 

catch/’-up’, adj. (before a noun) 1. intended to keep up 
with or surpass a standard or a competitor: catch-up pay 
raises. —-Idiom. 2. play catch-up, to attempt to over- 
take a competitor by using desperate methods: We were 
forced to play catch-up and take chances. 

catch-up (kach/ap, kech/-) /'kætfəp, 'ketf-/ n. KETCHUP. 

catch-word (kach/wird’) /‘ketf,ward/ n. [count] a well- 
known and effective word or phrase repeated so often 
that it becomes a slogan. Also called catchphrase 
(kach/fraz’) /‘katffreyz/. 

catchry (kach’é) /'kætfiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. pleasing 
and easily remembered; likely to attract interest or atten- 
tion: a catchy tune. 2. tricky; deceptive: a catchy ques- 
tion. —catch/ieness, n. (noncount) 

cat-e-chism (kat/i kiz’/am) /‘keti,kizam/ n. [count] a 
book containing a summary of the principles of a subject 
in the form of questions and answers. 

cat-e-gor-i-cal (kat/i gor/i kəl, -gor’-) / keeti'gorikal, 
-'gor-/ also cat/e-gor/ic, adj. being without exceptions 
or conditions; absolute: a categorical denial. —cat/e- 
gor/i-cal-ly, adv.: | can state categorically that | have 
never seen her before. 

cat-e-gorrize (kat/i gə riz’) /‘kextigo,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-rized, -riz-ing. 1. to arrange in categories or Classes; 
classify: We categorized the snowflakes into several 
shapes. 2. to describe by labeling or giving a name to; 
characterize: He was categorized as a stow reader. —cat- 
e-gorri-za-tion (kat/i gar ə za’shan) /,ketigora'zeyfan/ n. 
[noncount): strict categorization of types. [count]: My cat- 
egorizations of the writings were not always accepted. 

category (kat/i gor/é, -gor/é) /'kwxtigoriy, -,gowrly/ 
n. [count], pł. -ries. any group or division in a system of 
classification: several categories of students: part-time, 
full-time, degree, and nondegree. 

caster (kā/tər) /'keytər/ v. 1. to provide food, etc., such 
as for a party or wedding: [no obj): a new company, ca- 
tering for private parties. [~ + obj): The company 
agreed to cater the reception. 2. [~ + to + obj] to pro- 
vide or supply what is needed or gives pleasure, etc.: She 
caters to her children. —cat/er-er, n. (count) 

cat/er-cor/nered (kat/i-, kat/ē-, kat/ar-) /'kæti-, 
'katiy-, 'kætər-/ adj. 1. diagonal. —adv. 2. diagonally. 
cat-er-pil-lar (kata pil/ar, kat/ar-) /‘keto,pilor, 'kætər-/ 
n. [count] a small wormlike animal with a long body sep- 
arated in parts, several pairs of legs, and biting 
mouthparts, eventually becoming a butterfly or moth. 
cat-er-waul (kat/or wol/) /‘kextar,wol/ v. [no obj) 1. to 
utter long wailing cries, such as cats make. —n. [count] 
Also, cat/er-waul/ing. 2. a long, wailing cry. —cat/er- 
waul/er, n. [count] 

catfish (kat/fish’) /‘ket,fif/ n., ph (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) -fish-es. a 
fish lacking scales and having spines around the mouth 
that resemble a cat's whiskers. 
cat-gut (kat/gut’) /‘kwt,gat/ n. [noncount] a strong cord 
made from the dried intestines of animals, used as string 
for musical instruments, as surgical sutures, etc. 
ca-thar-sis (ko thar’sis) /ko'Oarsis/ n., ph -ses (-sez) 
/-siyz/. the relieving of emotional tensions, esp. through 
a work of art, as of tragedy: [noncount): Catharsis results 
from pity and fear as one watches drama. (count): Writ- 
ing a journat was a catharsis for him as he tried to over- 
come his anxiety. 
ca-tharetic (ko thar/tik) /ka'Ourtik/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to catharsis: After the death of his children he returned to 
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his work and found it cathartic. 2. causing the bowels to 
relax and to empty: cathartic medicine. —n. [count] 3. a 
strongly laxative medicine. 

ca-the-dral (ko thé/dral) /ko'@iydral/ n. [count] the 
principal church of a diocese, or any important church. 

cath-e-ter (kath/i tar) /'kæðıtər/ n. [count] a thin flexi- 
ble tube inserted into a blood vessel or other opening in 
the body, to allow fluids to pass into or out of it, or to 
carry examining instruments: inserted a catheter through 
the patient's artery to see where the blockage was. 

cath-ode (kath’dd) /'kæðowd/ n. [count] the electrode 
by which current leaves a battery, etc., or the negative 
terminal of such a Cell. 

cath’ode-ray’ tube’, n. [count] a device to display 
images on a television receiver or computer monitor. 

cath-orlic (kath’a lik, kath/lik) /‘kw@alik, 'kæðlık/ adj. 
having a wide range; including most or all: catholic 
interests. 

Cath-oelic (kath’a lik, kath/lik) /'kæðəlık, 'kæðlık/ adj. 1. 
of, relating to, or belonging to the Roman Catholic 
Church. —n. [count] 2. a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. —Carthol-iccism (ka thol? ə siz’am) /kə'ðvolə- 
ssizam/ n, [noncount) 

cat-kin (kat/kin) /‘katkin/ n. [count] a spike of flowers 
with no petals, as on the willow. 

cat-nap (kat/nap’) /‘ket,nzp/ n, v, -napped (-napt’) 
/-næpt/ -nap-eping. —n. [count] 1. a short, light nap: a 
quick catnap on the sofa. —v. [no obj) 2. to sleep briefly; 
doze. 

catnip (kat/nip) /‘katnip/ n. [noncount] a plant of the 
mint family, containing oils attractive to cats. 

cat-o’-nine-tails (kat’a nin/talz’) /,ketoa'nayn,teylz/ n. 
[count], pl. -tails. a whip, usually having nine cords fas- 
tened to a handle, used for flogging someone as punish- 
ment. 

CAT’ scan’ (kat) /kæt/ n. [count] 1. an examination 
performed with a CAT scanner: The doctors performed 
two CAT scans on her last week. 2. an x-ray image ob- 
tained by examination with a CAT scanner: The CAT 
scans show some blockage here in the aorta. Also called 
CT scan. 

CAT’ scan/ner, n. [count] a device using narrow 
beams of x-rays at various angles to produce computer- 
ized images of a cross-section of the body: The CAT 
scanner gives images of the body's soft tissues too, not 
just the bones. Also called CT scanner. 

cat-sup (kat/sop, kech’ap, kach/-) /'kætsəp, ‘ketfap, 
'kætf-/ n. KETCHUP. 

cattail (kat/tal’) /'kæt,teyl/ n. [count] a tall marsh plant 
resembling a reed. 

cattle (kat/l) /'kæt/ n. (plural; used with a phirat verb) 
large farm animals, as cows and steers, raised for their 
meat or milk. 

cat-ty (kat/é) /'kætiy/ adj., -tiver, -tieest. 1. mean in a 
sly way; malicious; spiteful: catty remarks. 2. catlike; fe- 
line. —catetiely (kat/lé) /‘kextliy/ adv. —cat/ti-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

CATV, an abbreviation of: community antenna televi- 
sion, a cable television service for areas where reception 
is ordinarily poor or impossible. 

catwalk (kat/wôk/) /'kæt,woək/ n. [count] a narrow 
walkway, esp. one high above the surrounding area. 

cauecus (kô/kəs) /'kokəs/ n. [count] 1. a. a meeting of 
the members of a political party to select candidates, de- 
termine policy, etc. b. a group or faction within a law- 
making body that pursues its interests through the legis- 
lative process. 2. any group or meeting organized to 
further a special interest or cause: the civil-rights caucus. 
—v. [no obj) 3. to hold or meet in a caucus: The 
women's rights group caucused and decided not to back 
the candidate. 

cau-dal (k6d/I) /‘kodl/ adj. of, at, or near the tail end of 
the body. 

caught (kôt) /kot/ v. pt. and pp. of CATCH. 

caul-dron or cal-edron (kdl/dran) /‘koldran/ n. (count) a 
large kettle or boiler. 

caucli-flow-er (k0/la flower, -lé-, kolfa-, kol/é-) 
I'kolo flawoar, -liy-, 'kola-, 'koliy-/ n. 1. [count] a form of 
a cultivated plant of the mustard family, with a compact, 
usually whitish head. 2. [moncount) the head of this 
plant, used as a vegetable. 

caulk or calk (kôk) /kok/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to fill or seal 
with a material the seams in (a window, ship's hull, etc.) 
to keep water or air out: He cautked the windows. 2. to 
fill or seal (a joint, etc.) with this material: She caulked 
the cracks in the tiles. —n. [noncount] 3. Also, caulk- 
ing. a material used to caulk. 
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causal (k6/zal) /'kozal/ adj. 1. of or relating to a cause: 
tried to establish a causal relationship between depres- 
sion and suicide. 2. expressing a cause, as the conjunc- 
tions because and since. —caussalicty (kô zali tē) 
/ko'zelitiy/ n. [noncount; count, pl. -ties. —caus/- 
al-ly, adv. 

Cau-sa-tion (kô za/shan) /ko'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] the 
relation of cause to effect; causality; the concept that eve- 
rything that happens must have a cause. —cau-sa/- 
tion-al, adj. 

cause (kôz) /koz/ n., v., caused, causing. —n. 1. 
[count] a person that acts or a thing that occurs so as to 
produce a specific result: What was the cause of the acci- 
dent? 2. [noncount) the reason or motive for some ac- 
tion: to complain without cause. 3. [count] a principle, 
ideal, goal, or movement to which a person or group is 
dedicated: the Socialist cause. —v. 4. to be the cause of: 
bring about: [~ + obj): What caused the accident? [~ + 
obj + obj): My error caused me a lot of trouble. [~ + 
obj + to + verb]: What caused him to get so excited? 

"cause (kôz, kuz, unstressed kəz) /koz, kaz, unstressed 
kaz/ conj. informal. because: Don't leave, ‘cause we'll be 
Sad if you go. 

cause cé-lé-bre (k6z/ sa leb/) /'koz sa'leb/ n. [count], 
pl. causes cé-lé-bres (k6z/ sa leb/) /'koz sa'leb/. a con- 
troversial person, issue, etc., that attracts great public at- 
tention. 

causeway (k6z/wa’) /'koz,wey/ n. [count] a raised 
road, as Over a body of water. 

Caus-tic (k6/stik) /‘kostik/ adj. 1. capable of burning, 
corroding, Or destroying living tissue: Acid is caustic. 2. 
severely critical or sarcastic: caustic remarks. —caus/tir 
cally, adv. 

-Caut-, root. -caut- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “care; careful.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CAUTION, CAUTIOUS, CAVEAT, PRECAUTION, PRECAU- 
TIONARY. 

causter-ize (k6/ta riz’) /‘kota,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, 
-iz-ing. to burn (a wound) with a hot iron, an electric cur- 
rent, Or a Caustic substance, esp. to close, stop bleeding, 
or prevent infection. —causter-i-za-tion (kô ta ra zā/- 
shan) /kotora'zeyfon/ n. [(noncount] 

caution (k6/’shan) /‘kofon/ n. 1. [noncount) alertness in 
a dangerous situation; care: Proceed with caution. 2. 
[count] a warning against danger or evil: The referee is- 
sued several cautions to the boxer during the match. 
—v. 3. to give advice (to); to give a warning (to): [no obj): 
I would caution against optimism. [~ + obj): The referee 
cautioned him about his penalties. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: | caution you not to over-exercise. [~ + obj + 
that clause]: They cautioned her that she would lose her 
driver's license. See -caut-. 

caurtion-ar-y (k6/sha ner/é) /‘kofa ,neriy/ adj. [before a 
noun] serving as a warning: a cautionary tale. 

cau-tious (k6/shas) /'kofas/ adj. showing or using cau- 
tion: a cautious approach. —cau/tious-ly, adv. —cau/- 
tious-ness, n. [noncount) See -cautT-. 

cavealecade (kav/al kad’) /,kevol'keyd/ n. [count] 1. a 
procession of people riding on horses, in cars, etc.; pa- 
rade: The circus Cavalcade marched around the ring. 2. 
any noteworthy series: a cavalcade of sports events. 

caveaclier (kav’a lér’) /kævə'lər/ n. [count] 1. a 
mounted soldier; knight. —adj. 2. casually indifferent or 
disdainful: his cavalier treatment of others’ property. 3. 
nonchalant; carefree; lighthearted: A cavalier approach to 
your studies will get you into trouble. —cav/aclier/ly, 
adv. 

cavealery (kav/al rē) /'kævəlriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a 
unit of troops on horseback. 2. soldiers in motorized 
units: The fifth cavalry drove across the desert. 

cave (kav) /keyv/ n., v, caved, caveing. —n. [count] 1. 
a hollow place in the earth, esp. one into a hill, moun- 
tain, etc., or underground. —v. 2. cave in, a. to (cause 
to) fall in; to (cause to) collapse: [no obj): The roof is 
caving in. [~ + in + obj]: Someone caved in his skull 
with a rock. [~ + obj + in): to cave it in with a rock. b. 
[no obj) to yield; surrender; give in: At last | caved in and 
bought a new car. 

Ca-ve-at (kav/é at’, -at’) ‘kaviy,at, -æt/ n. [count] a 
warning or Caution; admonition: A quick caveat: be sure 
of the reliability of your data. 

cave/-in’, n. [count] 1. a collapse, as of anything hol- 
low: A cave-in trapped the miners in the tunnel. 2. an act 
of yielding to the demands, etc., of another: A cave-in to 
her demands brings more demands. 

cave’ man’, n. [count] 1. a person who lived in a cave, 
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esp. in the Stone Age. 2. a man who behaves in a rough, 
primitive manner. 

cav-ern (kavarn) /'kævərn/ n. [count] a cave, esp. one 
that is large and mostly underground. 

Caveiear (kav/ē ar’) /'kæviy,ar/ n. [noncount] the eggs of 
sturgeon, salmon, etc., salted and eaten esp. as an appe- 
tizer. 

caveil (kav/al) /kævəl/ v., -iled, -iling or (esp. Brit.) 
-illed, -il-ling, n. —v. [no obj; (~ + aVabout + obj)] 1. 
to raise unimportant objections: Lets not cavil at details 
now, we are in agreement. —n. [count] 2. an unimpor- 
tant objection: She raised a few cavils just to show resist- 
ance. 

Caveisty (kav/i tē) /'kævitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 1. any 
hollow place in a solid object. 2. a hollow space within 
the body: in the chest cavity. 3. a pit in a tooth, pro- 
duced by decay. 

cavort (kə vôrt/) /kə'vort/ v. [no obj] 1. to jump, 
prance, or caper about: The children were cavorting on 
the playground. 2. to make merry: cavorting at a party 
on New Year's Eve. 

caw (kô) /ko/ n. [count] 1. the loud, harsh call of the 
crow. —v. [no obj) 2. to make this cry. 

cay-enne (ki en’, ka-) /kay'en, key-/ n. [noncount) 1. a 
sharp-tasting powder used to flavor foods, made of the 
pods and seeds of a pepper plant. 2. the long, wrinkled, 
twisted fruit of this plant. Also called cayenne’ pep/per. 

CB, an abbreviation of: citizens band. 

cc, an abbreviation of: 1. carbon copy. 2. copies. 3. cu- 
bic centimeter. 

cc. or C.C., an abbreviation of: 1. carbon copy. 2. cop- 
ies. 3. cubic centimeter. 

CD, an abbreviation of: 1. certificate of deposit. 2. com- 
pact disc. 

CD player, n. [count] a device for playing compact 
discs. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 

cease (ses) /siys/ v., ceased, ceas-ing, ri. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) stop or discontinue: [no obj]: Hostilities must 
cease. [~ + obj]: We agree to cease hostilities. [~ + 
verb-ing]: They ceased fighting temporarily. [~ + to + 
verb]: Her good fortune never ceases to amaze me. —n. 
[noncount] 2. stopping; cessation: The noise went on for 
hours without cease. 

cease/-fire’, n. [count] a stopping of hostilities; truce: 
The UN cease-fire broke down yesterday. 

ceaseless (sés/lis) /'siyslis/ adj. without stop; unend- 
ing: ceaseless rain. —cease/less-ly, adv.: Our neigh- 
bors dog barked ceaselessly. —cease/less-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

ce-dar (sé/dar) /'siydar/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen, 
cone-bearing tree having wide, spreading branches and 
red wood: fall cedars growing by the water. 2. [non- 
count] the sweet-smelling wood of this tree, used in fur- 
niture and to keep moths away. 

-cede-, rool. -cede- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “go away from; withdraw; yield.” This meaning 
is found in such words as: ACCEDE, ANTECEDENT, CEDE, CON- 
CEDE, PRECEDE, PRECEDENT, RECEDE, SECEDE. See -CEED-, 
-CESS-. 

cede (sēd) /siyd/ v. [~ + obj], ced-ed, ced-ing. to yield 
or formally surrender to another: Mexico ceded territory 
to the United States. See -CEDE-. 

ce-dil-la (si dil’a) /si'dilo/ n. [count], pl. -las. a mark () 
placed under a letter to indicate its pronunciation, as un- 
der c in French or Portuguese to indicate that it is pro- 
nounced (s) rather than (k), as in facade. 

-ceed-, root. -ceed- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “go; move; yield.” It is related to -ceve-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: PROCEED, SUCCEED. 

ceiling (sé/ling) /'siylin/ n. [count] 1. the overhead in- 
side surface of a room. 2. an upper limit on an amount, 
as the amount of money that can be spent, etc.: pro- 
posed putting a ceiling on government spending. 3. the 
height above ground level of the lowest layer Of clouds 
that cover more than half of the sky: The ceiling was low 
and visibility poor. 

-ceive-, root. -ceive- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “get, receive.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONCEIVE, DECEIVE, PERCEIVE, RECEIVE, TRANS- 
CEIVER. 

cel-e-brant (sel/a brant) /'selabrant/ n. [court] 1. a 
participant in any celebration. 2. the priest performing a 
religious ceremony, esp. of the Eucharist. 

cel-e-brate (sel’a brat’) /'sclo,breyt/ v., -brat-ed, -brat- 
ing. 1. to show that (a day) is special by having ceremo- 
nies, parties, or other festivities: [~ + obj): to celebrate 
Christmas. [no obj): We decided not to celebrate too 
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much this year. 2. [~ + obj] to make known publicly; 
praise widely; proclaim: His book celebrates the joys of 
growing up in Connecticut. 3. [~ + obj] to perform (a 
religious ceremony) with appropriate prayers, actions, 
gestures, and ceremonies; make holy or blessed: The 
Pope celebrated Communion on Easter. —cel/e-bra’- 
tive, adj. —cel’e-bra/tor, cel’e-brat/er, n. (count) 
cel-e-brat-ed (selə bra’tid) /‘selo,breytid/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun] famous; well-known; renowned: a cele- 
brated author and Critic. 

cel-e-brastion (sel’a brā/shən) /,selo 'breyfon/ n. 1. an 
event or occasion of celebrating: [count]: The postwar 
celebrations went on for days. (noncount): a period of 
quiet celebration. 2. (noncount) praise: Celebration for 
this fine author came only after her death. 

cel-e-bra-torry (sel’a bra tôr/ē, -tdr/é) /'selo bra,toriy, 
-,towriy/ adj. [before a noun] planned in order to cele- 
brate: a celebratory birthday dinner. 

ce-lebsri-ty (so leb/ri tē) /so'lebritiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. 
[count] a famous or well-known person: Numerous tele- 
vision celebrities attended the ceremony. 2. (noncount] 
fame; renown: had gained celebrity for heroism. 

-celer-, root. -celer- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “swift, quick.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACCELERATE, CELERITY, DECELERATE. 

ce-ler-ietty (so ler/i tē) /so'leritiy/ n. (noncount) swift- 
ness; quickness; speed: carried out the orders with celer- 
ity. See -CELER-. 

cel-ersy (selə rē) /‘seloriy/ n. (noncount) a plant of the 
parsley family, eaten raw or cooked. 

ce-les-tial (sə les’chal) /sa'lestfal/ adj. [before a noun] 
1. of, relating to, or guided by the visible heaven: celes- 
tial navigation. 2. of or relating to the spiritual heaven; 
heavenly; divine: celestial peace. 

celeisba-cy (sel’a bə sé) /‘selabasiy/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
state or condition of abstaining from sexual relations. 2. 
a state or condition of being unmarried: Roman Catholic 
priests take a vow Of celibacy. 

celibate (sel’a bit) /‘selabit/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who abstains from sexual relations. 2. a person who 
remains unmarried, esp. for religious reasons. —adj. 3. 
observing a religious vow not to marry: Their religion 
does not require ministers to be celibate. 4. not married: 
She had remained celibate because her elderly parents 
needed her. 5. not having sexual relations: remained cel- 
ibate for fear of AIDS. 

cell (sel) /sel/ n. [count] 1. a small room, such as in a 
convent or a prison. 2. any of various small compart- 
ments forming part of a whole: The worker bees deposit 
their food in the cells of the honeycomb. 3. the most ba- 
sic unit of structure of an organism: The cell contains a 
nucleus, a membrane, and a cell wall. 4. a small group 
within a larger organization: a local cell of the socialist 
party. 5. a device that converts chemical, heat, or light 
energy into electricity: a dry cell. 6. one of the separate 
areas covered by a radio transmitter in a cellular phone 
system: Calls within the cell are cheaper than those out- 
side the cell. 

cellar (selor) /'selər/ n. [count] 1. a room or set of 
rooms underground and usually beneath a building: The 
furnace is down in the cellar. 2. (usually singular: the + 
~] the last or lowest place in a ranking: The ball club 
went from the cellar to first place in just one year. 

cellist (cheist) /‘tfelist/ n. [count] one who plays the 
cello. 

cel-lo (chel’d) /'tfelow/ n. [count], pl. -los. a musical in- 
strument that is the second largest member of the violin 
family; violoncello. 
cel-loephane (selə fan’) /‘selo,feyn/ n. [noncount) a 
transparent, thin, flexible material like plastic or paper, 
used for wrapping. 
celeluslar (sel/ya lar) /‘selyalor/ adj. relating to, charac- 
terized by, or shaped like cells: the transport of cellular 
products to the rest of the body. 
cellular phone’, n. [count] a mobile telephone using 
a system of radio transmitters, each covering separate 
areas. Also called cel/lular tel’ephone. 
cel-lu-lite (sel/ya lit’, -lét’) /‘selya,layt, -liyt/ n. [non- 
count] lumpy fat deposits under the skin, esp. in the 
thighs and buttocks. 
cel-lueloid (sel/ya loid’) /'selya,loyd/ ni. [noncount] 1. a 
tough plastic formerly used as a base for motion-picture 
film. 2. motion-picture film: captured the drama on cel- 
Iuloid. 
cel-luslose (sel/yə lds’) /'selya,lows/ n. [noncount] a 
carbohydrate that is the chief substance of the cell walls 
of plants and is found in wood, cotton, hemp, paper, etc. 
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Celsius (sel/sē as) /'selsiyəs/ adj. of, relating to, or 
measured according to a temperature scale (Celsius 
scale/) in which O° represents the point at which ice 
forms, and 100° represents the point at which steam 
forms; Centigrade: [after a noun or number): It was 10 
degrees Celsius, not bad for a winter’s day. (before a 
noun): Our teacher told us to give the results in Celsius 
numbers. Compare FAHRENHEIT. 

Celtic (keltik, sel/-) /‘keltik, 'sel-/ n. 1. a family of lan- 
guages spoken by the Celts, an ancient W European peo- 
ple, and including the modern languages Irish, Scottish 
Gaelic, Welsh, and Breton. —adj. 2. of or relating to the 
Celts or their languages. 

cement (si ment’) /si'ment/ n. 1. [noncount] a mixture 
of clay and limestone, usually mixed with water and sand, 
etc., to form concrete, used as a building material: a 
floor made of cement. 2. [noncount] any soft, sticky sub- 
stance that dries hard and is used for mending broken 
objects: a jar of paper cement. 3. (count; usually singu- 
lar] anything that binds or unites: Their children were the 
cement of their family. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to unite or join 
by or as if by cement: Cement part 65a to part 65b; set 
aside to dry. 5. to coat or cover with cement: The work- 
ers cemented the floors of the apartment building. 
cement’ mix/er, n. [count] 1. a machine with a re- 
volving container in which the ingredients of concrete are 
mixed. 2. a truck equipped with such a machine. 
cem-e-ter-y (sem/i ter/é) /'semi,teriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ies. a burial ground for dead people: We visited her 
grave in the town cemetery. 
cen-o-taph (sen/e taf’) /'sena,tef/ n. [count] a monu- 
ment built in memory of a deceased person whose body 
is buried elsewhere. 

cen-ser (sen/sar) /'sensər/ n. [count] a container in 
which incense is burned. 

censor (sen/sər) /'sensər/ n. [count] 1. an official who 
examines books, television programs, etc., for the pur- 
pose of removing or changing parts judged to be im- 
moral, undesirable, or for other reasons: The military 
censors kept us from reporting where these missiles hit. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to examine and change or remove 
(parts of a book, etc.) as a Censor does: censored our 
reports from Saudi Arabia. —censo/ri-al (sen sdr/é al, 
-sOr/-) /sen'soriyal, -'sowr-/ adj. 
cen-so-ri-ous (sen sôr/ē as, -Sdr/-) /sen'soriyas, -'sowr-/ 
adj. (sometimes, after a noun or be: ~ + of}: severely 
critical; disapproving strongly; finding fault: The letters 
were censorious of the president and the media alike. 
—cen-so/rieous-ly, adv. —cen-so/ri-ouseness, n. Lnon- 
count) 

cen-sor-ship (sen/sər ship’) /‘sensor,fip/ n. [noncount) 
the act or practice of censoring: military censorship on 
outgoing news reports. 
cen-sure (sen/sher) /'senfor/ n, V., -sured, -sur-ing. 
—n. 1. [noncount] strong expression of disapproval: re- 
ceived a great deal of censure for falsifying those results. 
2. an official reprimand, as by a legislative body: [non- 
count]: The senator got only a vote of censure from Con- 
gress, even though he was guilty of theft. [count]: This 
soldier received two censures for sleeping on guard duty. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to criticize in a harsh manner; show 
strong disapproval of: Congress censured him for steal- 
ing money. 

cen-sus (sen/sas) /'sensas/ n. [count], pl. -sus-es. an of- 
ficial count of the population of a country, state, etc., with 
details as to age, sex, occupation, etc.: The United States 
has a census every ten years. 
cent (sent) /sent/ n. [count] 1. a coin that is the smallest 
unit of money of the U.S., equal to oo of a dollar: A 
penny is a coin that is worth one cent. 2. a unit of money 
of various other nations equal to Yioo of the basic cur- 
rency. See -CENT-. 
cent., an abbreviation of: 1. centigrade. 2. central. 

-cent-, root. -cent- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “one hundred.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: CENT, CENTENNIAL, CENTIGRADE, CENTIMETER, CENTI- 
PEDE, CENTURY, PERCENT. 

cen-taur (sen/tôr) /‘sentor/ n. [count] a race of crea- 
tures in Greek myth having the head, chest, and arms of 
a man, and the body and legs of a horse. 

cen-te-nar-iean (sen/tn ar/é ən) /,sentn'eariyan/ adj. [u- 
sually before a noun) 1. of, relating to, or having existed 
100 years. —n. [count] 2. a person who has reached the 
age of 100. See -CENT-. 

cen-ten-arsy (sen ten/a rē, sen/tn er/é) /sen'tenoriy, 
'sentn,eriy/ adj., n, pl. -ies. —adj. 1. of or marking a 
period of 100 years. 2. occurring once in every 100 
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years. —n. [count] 3. a centennial. 4. a century. See 
-CENT-. 

cen-teneni-al (sen ten/é al) /sen'teniyal/ adj. 1. of, re- 
lating to, or marking a 100th anniversary. 2. lasting 100 
years. —n. [count] 3. a 100th anniversary or its celebra- 
tion. —cen-ten/ni-alely, adv. See -CENT-. 

cen-ter (sen/tar) /'sentar/ n. [count] 1. the middle part 
or point of something; core: the center of town; the cen- 
ter of the earth. 2. the point equally distant from all sides 
of an object; a point around which a circle may be 
drawn; a point around which something revolves or 
turns: Measure the circte from the center to any point on 
the edge to get the radius. 3. [usually singular; usually: 
the + ~] the source of an influence, action, or force: the 
center of a problem. 4. a focus, as of interest or concern: 
For a few moments she was the center of attention. 5. a 
principal point, place, or object: a Shipping center. 6. a 
building or part of a building that is used as a meeting 
place, or that deals with a particular subject, emergency, 
etc.: A crisis center was set up during the flood emer- 
gency. 7. SHOPPING CENTER. 8. [usually: Center] (esp. in 
Europe) the members of a parliament who hold views 
between those of the Right and Left and who sit in the 
center of the chamber. —v. 9. [~ + obj) to place in or 
on a center; move, or adjust to or on a center: centered 
the subject in the camera’s viewfinder. 10. to collect to 
or around a center; focus; concentrate: [~ + obj-+ on 
+ obj]: He centered his novel on the Civil War. i ar Gay? 
around + obj): His novet centers on the Civil War. —adj. 
11. (of a political party or position) considered moderate 
or in between the left and right positions: a center Party. 
Also, esp. Brit., centre. 

cen-tered (sen/tard) /'sentord/ adj. [sornetimes: after a 
noun or verb] 1. having (a certain thing) as a central fo- 
cus or base: a family-centered activity. 2. [noun + ~ + 
on + obj) focused; fixed: an obsession centered on 
germs. 3. at the same distance from all areas; situated in 
the center: pages with centered text. 4. [often: verb + g] 
inwardly calm and steady: Stay centered and youl! do 
fine on the test. 

cen/ter of grav/ity, n. [comnt), pi. centers of grav- 
ity. 1. a point on an object where the object balances 
perfectly because the weight is evenly balanced. 2. the 
focus or main point of importance or Stability: The mon- 
archy was England's center of gravity. 

cen-ter-piece (sen/ter pés’) /'sentar,piys/ n. [count] 1. 
an object used on the center of a dining table, esp. as an 
ornament. 2. the central or outstanding point or feature 
of something: The centerpiece of the new plan was a re- 
duction in the capitat gains tax. 

centi-, prefix. centi- is attached to roots to mean “hun- 
dredth” or “hundred”: centititer (= one hundredth of a li- 
ter); centipede (= (creature having) one hirndred feet). 

cen-ti-grade (sen/ti grad’) /'senti,greyd/ adj. 1. divided 
into 100 degrees: a centigrade scale. 2. [after a noun or 
number] [Centigrade] Cetsius: tt was only 5 degrees 
Centigrade, about 41 degrees Fahrenheit. See -cent-. 

centigram (sen/ti gram’) /'senti,grem/ n. [count] 1/ 
100 of a gram. Also, esp. Brit., cen’tiegramme’. 

centi-litter (sen/tl @/tar) /'sentliytor/ n. [count] 1/100 
of a liter, equivalent to 0.6102 cubic inch, or 0.338 U.S. 
fluid ounce. Abbr.: cl Also, esp. Brit., cen/ti-li/tre. 

centimeter (sen/ta mé@/tar) /'senta,miytar/ n. [count] 
1/100 of a meter, equivalent to 0.3937 inch. Also, esp. 
Brit., cen/tieme/’tre. See -CENT-, -METER-. 

cen-ti-pede (sen/tə péd/) /'senta,piyd/ n. [count] a 
small wormlike animal with a pair of legs on each of its 
segments, the first pair being modified into poison fangs. 
See -CENT-, -PED-!. 

cen-tral (sen/tral) /'sentral/ adj. 1. [1sually: before a 
noun] of, in, at, or near the center: Our horme is in a cen- 
tral region of town. 2. [before a nonn) being or making 
up something from which all other related things pro- 
ceed: He reported to the central administration. 3. most 
important; principal; main; chief: [before a noun): He had 
a central position in the department. [be + ~ + to + 
obj): Einstein's discoveries were central to rnodern phys- 
ics for decades. —cen/trakly, adv.: The apartrnent is 
centrally located. 

cen-tral-i-ty (sen trali tē) /sen'trelitiy/ n. [noncount] a 
central position or condition: cultural and political cen- 
trality. 

cen-tral-ize (sen/tra liz’) /‘sentra,layz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 
to (cause to) come under one central control, esp. in 
government: [~ + obj]: to centralize the power of the 
military. [no obj; often: ~ + in + obj): Power tends to 
centralize in the hands of those who use it. —cenctralei- 
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za-tion (sen/tra la za/shan) /sentrala'zeyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

cen-tre (sen/ter) /‘sentar/ n., v., -tred, -tring. Chiefly 
Brit. CENTER. 

cen-trif-u-gal (sen trifyə gəl, -ə gal) /sen'trifyagal, 
-agal/ adj. moving outward from the center (Opposed to 
centripetal): Centrifugal force causes a stone at the end 
of a rope to pull away from you when you twirt the rope. 
—cen-trif/u-gal-ly, adv. See -Fuc-. 

cen-tri-fuge (sen/tra fyooj’) /‘sentra,fyuwd3/ nm, v., 
-fuged, -fug-ing. —n. [cont] 1. a machine that spins at 
high speed and separates substances of different densi- 
ties. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put (something) through the ac- 
tion of a centrifuge: They centrifuged the blood sarnples 
and analyzed them. See -Fuc-. 

cen-trip-e-tal (sen trip/i tl) /sen'tripit!/ adj. moving or 
directed toward the center (opposed to centrifugal): 
When you twirl a string with a rock at the end of it, the 
String provides centripetal force. —cen-trip’e-tal-ly, 
adv. See -PET-. 

centrist (sen/trist) /'sentrist/ n. [count] 1. [sometimes: 
Centrist] a person with moderate political views: This po- 
litical party no longer has roorn for centrists. —adj. [usu- 
ally: before a noun) 2. having moderate political views: 
The party was tooking for a centrist candidate. 

cen-turrivon (sen tòór/ē ən, -tyddr/-) /sen'toriyan, 
-'tyur-/ n. [count] (in the Roman army) the commander 
of a group of one hundred soldiers. See -cent-. 

cen-turry (sen/cho rē) /'sentfariy/ n. [count], ph -ries. 
1. a period of 100 years: the amazing changes of the 
past century. 2. one of the periods of 100 years counted 
from a recognized date, esp. from the assumed date of 
the birth of Jesus: The twentieth century began in 1901 
and ends in the year 2000. See -cent-. 

CEO or C.E.O., an abbreviation of: chief executive offi- 
cer. 

-Cep-, rool. -cep- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “get, receive, take.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ACCEPT, ANTICIPATE, PERCEPTION, RECEPTION. 
See -CEIVE-. 

ce-ram-ic (sa ram/ik) /sə'ræmık/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
products made from clay, pottery, and brick, or to their 
manufacture: ceramic tiles for the bathroom. —n. [non- 
count] 2. hard material made from clay or from a ce- 
ramic process. 

ce-rameics (sa ram/iks) /so'remiks/ n. 1. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] the art of making objects of 
clay and heating them to make them hard: a course in 
ceramics. 2. (plural; used with a plural verb] articles or 
objects made from clay, earthenware, etc.: Beautiful ce- 
ramics were smashed and left on the floor. 

ce-resal (sér/é al) /'stariyal/ n. 1. [count] a plant of the 
grass family, such as wheat, that gives grain that can be 
eaten: wild cereals growing on the plains. 2. [noncount] 
the grain itself: harvesting the cereal. 3. some prepara- 
tion of this grain that can be eaten, esp. a breakfast food: 
[noncount]: has two bowls of cereal every morning. 
[count]: cereals with too rmuch sugar in them. 

ce-re-bral (sa ré/bral, ser’a-) /sa'riybral, 'sera-/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun] of or relating to the cerebrum: The cere- 
bral cortex is involved with higher thinking processes. 2. 
characterized by the use of the intellect and not by the 
feelings or intuition: Chess is a cerebral game. 

cere/’bral pal/sy, n. [noncomnt) muscular weakness 
and difficulty in coordinating movement because of dam- 
age to the brain at birth. 

ce-re-brum (sə ré/brem, ser’a-) /sa'riybrom, 'serə-/ n. 
[count], pl. -brums, -bra (-bra). the forward and upper 
part of the brain, involved with movement and thinking. 

cer-e-mornieal (ser’a mO/né al) /,sera'mowniyol/ adj. 1. 
of, relating to, or characterized by ceremony; formal: a 
ceremonial occasion. —n. 2. a. [comt] a ceremonial act 
or the order in which acts are done: The ceremoniats in- 
clude hymns. b. [noncount] a system of formal acts per- 
formed in a ceremony: A prince is crowned by strict cere- 
monial. —cer/emo/nicalely, adv. 

cer-e-mo-ni-ous (ser/a md/né as) /,sera'mowniyas/ adj. 
carefully observant or fond of ceremony: ceremonious 
farewells on the last day of the pope’s visit. —cer/e-mo/- 
ni-ous-ly, adv.: He went ceremoniously from room to 
room. —cer’/e-mo/ni-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

ceremony (ser/a mOd/ne) /'sera,;mownry/ n., ph -nies. 
1. [count] the formal activities conducted on some sol- 
emn or important occasion: the marriage cerernony. 2. 
[noncount] all the actions, words, or formal behavior on 
such an occasion: We wanted a simple wedding, without 
a lot of ceremony. 3. [noncount) any formal act, esp. a 
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meaningless one: His bow was mere ceremony. 4. [non- 
count] a gesture or act of politeness or Civility: the cere- 
mony of a handshake. —Idiom. 5. stand on cere- 
mony, to behave in a formal or ceremonious manner: 
were friends, so there's no need to stand on ceremony. 
6. without ceremony, [/oncount] quickly and infor- 
mally; without fuss: accepted the honor without cere- 
mony. 

-cern-, root. -cern- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “separate; decide.” These meanings are found 
in such words as: CONCERN, DISCERN. 

-cert-, root. -cert- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “certain; sure; true.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASCERTAIN, CERTAIN, CERTIFICATE, CERTIFY, 
CONCERT, DISCONCERTED. 

cert., an abbreviation of: 1. certificate. 2. certified. 3. 
certify. 

cer-tain (stir’tn) /'sartn/ adj. 1. free from doubt or res- 
eration: confident: [be + ~ + (that) clause]: I'm certain 
that | passed the test. (be + ~ + of + verb-ing]: She is 
certain of winning. 2. destined; sure to happen: [be + ~ 
+ to + verb]: Sle is certain to be at the party (= It is 
sure to liappen that she will be at the party). 3. bound to 
come; that will surely follow and cannot be avoided: War 
was certain after Germany invaded Poland. 4. established 
as true or sure; that cannot be argued about: [it + be + 
~ + (that) clause): It is certain that you tried. 5. trust- 
worthy; unfailing; reliable: His aim was certain. 6. [before 
a noun] fixed; agreed upon; settled: For a certain amount 
I can get you across tlie border. 7. (before a noun] (used 
before a person or thing that is known in the mind of the 
speaker or writer, but that is being introduced to the lis- 
tener): A certain Mr. Smith has been trying to meet you. 
8. [before a noun; a + ~] some though not much; a 
kind of: There was a certain reluctance on his part. 
—pron. 9. [~ + of + the + plural noun] some; particu- 
lar ones: Certain of the school board members abstained 
from voting. —Idiom. 10. for certain, certainly; for 
sure: | didn't know for certain whether | would be hired. 
See -CERT-. 

cer-tainely (stir’tn lé) /‘sartn liy/ adv. 1. surely; without 
doubt; undoubtedly: You certainly have done a fine job. 
2. (used to show strong feeling or enthusiasm about 
something, to show agreement with what has been said, 
or to answer “yes” to a question): This is certainly a fine 
party, isn't it? Can I have my pen back, please? —Cer- 
tainly, sir. See -CERT-. 

cer-tain-ty (sir’tn tē) /‘sartntiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the state of being certain: This philosopher claims 
that we can’t know anything with certainty. 2. [count] 
something certain; an assured fact: a mathematical cer- 
tainty that we would finish in first place. See -CERT-. 

cer-ti-fi-a-ble (stir’ti fifa bl) /,s3rti'fayo bl/ adj. 1. that 
can be certified: certifiable evidence. 2. insane: This 
weird beliavior shows that slie‘’s certifiable. —cer’ti-fi’a- 
bly, adv. See -CERT-. 

cer-tif-iecate (sər tiffi kit) /sor'tifrkit/ n. [count] a writ- 
ten document that gives proof that something is true: 
She received a certificate froni the Loridor School of Ec- 
onomics. See -CERT-, -FIC-. 

certif/icate of depos/it, n. [count], pl. certificates 
of deposit. a written statement from a bank, showing 
the interest given for money deposited. Abbr.: CD 

cer-ti fication (sûr’'tə fi kā/shən) /,sartofi'keyfon/ n. 
[noncount] the act of certifying or the state of being cer- 
tified. 

certified check’, 1. [count] a check drawn by a bank 
against funds made available by the writer of the check: 
paid for the car with a certified check. 

cer’tified pub/lic account/ant, n. [count] an ac- 
countant who is certified by a state examining board as 
having completed the requirements of state law to be a 
public accountant. 

cer-ti-fy (sûr/tə fi’) /'sarta,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to 
declare that something is certain or true; confirm: [~ + 
obj]: As ar expert witness lie was able to certify the truth 
of lier claim. (~ + (that) clause]: was able to certify that 
this was the niurder weapon. 2. [~ + obj] to give a li- 
cense to (someone), often by providing a certificate: All 
the teachers in our program are certified. 3. [~ + obj] to 
guarantee (a check): The bank certified our check and | 
brouglit it back to the car dealer. 4. [~ + obj] to declare 
(a person) legally insane. 5. {~ + (that) clause] to tell or 
inform someone with certainty; assure someone: / can 
certify that she is one of the best teachers I liave seen. 
See -CERT-. 
cer-ti-tude (siir/ti tdod’, -tyood’) /'sarti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
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n. [noncount] freedom from doubt, esp. in matters of 
faith or opinion; certainty. See -CERT-. 

cer-vi-cal (sir/vik al) /'sarvtk əl/ adj. [before a noun] 1. 
of, relating to, or for the neck: A cervical support was fit- 
ted around the accident victim's neck. 2. of or relating to 
the cervix: cervical cancer. 

cervix (sir/viks) /‘sarviks/ n. [count], pl. cer-vix-es, 
cer-vi-ces (sur/va séz/) /'sarva,siyz/. 1. the neck, esp. 
the back part. 2. any necklike part, esp. the lower, open- 
ing part of the uterus or womb. 

Ce-sar-e-an (si zar/é ən) /si'zeariyan/ n. [count] [some- 
times: cesarean] 1. Also called Cesar’ean sec’tion, C- 
section. surgical removal of an unborn baby from the 
uterus. —adj. 2. [sometimes: cesarean] of or relating to 
a Cesarean. Also, Caesarean, Caesarian, Ce-sar/i-an. 

-cess-, root. -cess- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “move, yield.” It is related to -CEDE-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: ACCESS, ACCESSIBLE, ACCES- 
SORY, CESSION, PROCESS, PROCESSION, RECESS, RECESSION, 
SUCCESS, SUCCESSION. 

ces-sa-tion (se sa/’shan) /se'seyfan/ n. [count; usually 
singular] a stopping; ceasing: a cessation of hostilities. 

ces-sion (sesh’an) /'sefan/ n. 1. [noncourt] the act of 
giving up or ceding, as by treaty. 2. [count] something 
given up or ceded, such as territory. See -CEss-. 

cess-pool (ses/pool’) /'ses,puwl/ n. [count] 1. an under- 
ground container for receiving the waste from a house. 
2. a place of filth or immorality. 

cf., an abbreviation of Latin confer. compare. 

Ch., an abbreviation of: 1. channel. 2. chapter. 

ch., an abbreviation of: chapter. 

cha-cha (ché/cha’) /'tfa,tfa/ n., pl. -chas, v., -chaed, 
-cha-ing. —n. [count] 1. a Latin-American ballroom 
dance based upon a quick three-step movement. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to dance the cha-cha. 

chafe (chaf) /tfeyf/ v., chafed, chaf-ing. 1. to (cause 
to) become sore by rubbing: [~ + obj]: The clothes 
chafed the baby badly. (no obj): Those tight diapers are 
chafing. 2. to (cause to) be irritated or annoyed: [~ + al/ 
under + obj): He chafed at their unkind remarks. [~ + 
obj): Those unkind remarks really chafed mmn So [= ar 
obj] to warm by rubbing: to chafe cold hands. 

chaff’ (chaf) /tfzf/ n. [noncount] 1. the outer coverings 
of seeds of grains separated during beating or threshing: 
to separate the wheat from the chaff. 2. something 
worthless; refuse: Your paper has some good ideas but 
it's hard to find them in all the chaff. 

chaff? (chaf) /tfef/ v. 1. to tease; ridicule slightly; kid: [~ 
+ obj]: The schoolkids liked to chaff him about his ears. 
[no Obj]: just chaffing around. —n. (noncount] 2. good- 
natured teasing. 

chaf-finch (chaf/inch) /'tfefintf/ n. [count] a common 
finch of Europe and Asia, often kept as a pet. 

chaegrin (she grin’) /fa'grin/ n., v., -grined or -grinned, 
-grining or -grinening. —n. [Noncount) 1. a feeling of 
annoyance or humiliation: To my complete chagrin I re- 
alized | didn't have enough money to pay for dinner. —v. 
[~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed] 2. to annoy by disappoint- 
ment or humiliation. 

chain (chan) /tfeyn/ n. 1. a series of metal rings passing 
through one another, used for hauling, for supporting, or 
as decoration: [count]: Fixing the bicycle chain was a 
greasy, dirty job. (noncount): Buy a long length of chain 
for the motor. 2. chains, a. (count; used with a plural 
verb] strong, usually metal rings attached to a prisoner's 
hands or feet. b. [noncount; usually, in + ~] bondage; 
servitude: to live one’s life in chains. 3. [count] a series 
of things connected one after the other: See if you can 
reconstruct the chain of events leading up to the murder. 
4. [count] a range of mountains one after the other. 5. 
[count] a number of businesses under one ownership or 
management: a hotel chain. 6. [count] a unit of length 
equal to 100 feet (30 m) or 66 feet (20 m), used by sur- 
veyors. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to fasten, tie up, or confine with 
or as if with a chain: They chained the prisoners to- 
gether. (~ + obj + up]: They chained the prisoners up. 
[~ + up + obj]: She chained up her dogs at night. 

chain’ mail’, n. mai? (def. 1). 

chain’ reac’tion, n. (count) 1. a reaction in which the 
substance produced in one reaction causes additional re- 
actions: a nuclear chain reaction. 2. a series of events in 
which each event is the result of the one coming before 
it, and the cause of the one following it. 

chain’ saw’, n. (court) a portable power saw having 
teeth on a chain that rotates continuously.. —chain/- 
saw’, v. [~ + obj] 

chain/-smoke’, v. to smoke 
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continually, esp. by lighting one cigarette, etc., from the 
preceding one: [no obj): He waited nervously, chain- 
smoking. [~ + obj}: She chain-smoked three packs a 
day. —chain’ smok/er, chain’-smok/er, n. [count] 

chair (char) /tfear/ n. [count] 1. a seat, esp. for one 
person, usually having four legs for support and a rest 
for the back: / pulled my chair up to the table. See illus- 
tration at APARTMENT. 2. a position of authority, such as of 
a judge; a seat of office or authority: a chair in the de- 
partment of business. 3. the person occupying such a 
seat of office, esp. one with the authority to run a meet- 
ing: Address your remarks to the chair, please. 4. the 
chair, [usually singular] Informal ELECTRIC CHAIR: sen- 
tenced the prisoner to the chair. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to di- 
rect the running of (a meeting, etc.); act as chairperson 
of: She chaired the meeting on the sales campaign. 
——Idiom. 6. take (or be in) the chair, to open or pre- 
side at a meeting; act as chairperson. ——Usage. In 
many cases the word chair has become the simplest 
term to use for both chairman and chairperson. Many 
speakers do not wish to offend women by using the word 
chairman, while others feel it is unnatural to use chair- 
person. The result is that chair has become the preferred 
word for the meaning “person who occupies a seat or 
position of authority, or who directs the running of a 
meeting, department, etc.” 

chair-lift (char/lift’) /tfeor,lift/ n. [count] a series of 
chairs hanging from a cable driven by motors, for carry- 
ing skiers up the side of a slope. 

chaireman (char/man) /‘tfearmon/ n. [count], pi -men. 
the officer in charge of running a meeting, etc., or the 
head of a board or department. —chair/mansship’, n. 
(noncount] ——Usage. See CHAIR. 

chair-per-son (char/pir/san) /'tfear,parsan/ n. [count] 
a person in charge of running a meeting, etc., or the 
head of a board or department. —chair/per’son-ship/, 
n. (noncount] —Usage. See CHAIR. 

chaise (shaz) /feyz/ n. [count] 1. a light, open carriage 
for two persons, usually with a hood and two wheels, 
pulled by a horse. 2. CHAISE LONGUE. 

chaise longue (shaz/ léng’) /'feyz' lon/ n. (count), pl. 
chaise longues, chaises longues (shaz/) /'feyz/. a chair 
for reclining, having a seat lengthened to form a com- 
plete leg rest. Also called chaise lounge (shaz’ lounj/, 
chas/) /'feyz' lawnd3, 'tfeys/. 

cha-let (sha la’, shal/a) /fæ'ley, 'fæley/ n. [count] 1. a 
Swiss wooden house common in the Alps, having a very 
steeply slanting roof and often decorative carving. 2. a 
cottage, house, ski lodge, etc., built in this style. 

chalice (chal/is) /'tfæls/ n. [count] 1. a cup for the 
wine of the Eucharist in the Christian church. 2. a drink- 
ing cup or goblet. 

chalk (chôk) /tfok/ n. [noncount] 1. a soft, white, pow- 
dery substance made of limestone. 2. a solid piece of 
chalk or chalklike substance for marking or writing on a 
blackboard. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to apply with chalk: He 
chalked a few numbers on the blackboard. 4. chalk up, 
a. [~ + up + obj] to score or earn, such as points in a 
game: gain: chalked up several victories in a row pitching 
for the Tigers. b. [~ + up + obj + to + obj) to give as 
a reason; attribute: Chalk up that bad episode to lack of 
experience. [~ + obj + up + to + obj]: Chalk it up to 
lack of experience. 

chalk-board (chôk/bôrd/, -b6rd’) /'tfok,bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [count] a blackboard. 

chalkey (chdk/é) /'tfokiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. of, covered 
with, or like chalk: a white, chalky face; a chalky taste. 

challenge (chal/inj) /'tfalind3/ n., v., -lenged, -leng:- 
ing. —n. 1. a call to compete in a contest or in a fight: 
[count]: | accept your challenge to a duel. [noncount]: A 
hint of challenge appeared on his face. 2. something that 
by its nature is a test or a difficult thing to accomplish: 
[count]: Space exploration offers a challenge to human- 
kind. [noncount): I'd like work with a bit more challenge 
than this useless drudgery. 3. (count; ~ + to] a de- 
mand, request, or question to explain or justify some- 
thing: His criticism was a challenge to every proposal we 
had made. —v. [~ + obj] 4. [~ + obj + to + obj) to 
summon (someone) to a contest or fight: He challenged 
his foe to a duel. 5. to test (Someone) because of its dif- 
ficulty: This obstacle course will really challenge him. 6. 
to demand or question whether (something or someone) 
is correct, proper, or qualified: The leaders of the revolt 
challenged the dictator's authority. 7. to halt and de- 
mand identification from: The guard challenged the re- 
porter when she tried to enter the army base. —chal/- 
leng-er, n. [count] 
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chal-leng-ing (chal/in jing) /'tfælin d3in/ adj. 1. testing 
someone's skill or ability because of its difficulty: The 
exam was a Challenging test. 2. questioning or demand- 
ing; defiant: Mis daughter gave him a challenging glare. 

chameber (cham/ber) /'tfeymbar/ n. [count] 1. a private 
room in a house or apartment, esp. a bedroom. 2. a 
room in a palace or an official home: We saw the queen's 
meeting chambers. 3. a. a law-making group or a 
branch of such a group: the upper and lower chambers 
of a legislature. b. a room housing such an assembly. 4. 
chambers, [plural] a place where a judge listens to 
matters not needing action in the open courtroom. 5. an 
enclosed space; Cavity: a chamber of the heart. —adj. 
[before a noun) 6. of, relating to, or performing chamber 
music: chamber players. 

cham-ber-lain (cham/ber lin) /'tfeymbarlin/ n. [count] 
1. an official who manages the living quarters of a noble 
family. 2. a high official of a royal court. 

cham-ber-maid (cham/bar mad’) /'tfeymbər,meyd/ n. 
[count] a maid who cleans bedrooms and bathrooms. 

cham/ber mu/sic, n. [noncount] music for performing 
in a room and played by a small group of instruments. 

cham/ber of com/merce, n. [count], pi. chambers 
of commerce. an association made up mostly of people 
in business, to promote the commercial interests of an 
area. 

cham/ber pot’, n. [count] a pot-shaped container used 
as a bedroom toilet. 

cha-me-le-on (ka mé/lé an, -mél/yan) /ka'miyliyan, 
-'miylyan/ n. [count] 1. a slow-moving lizard having the 
ability to change color to match its surroundings. 2. a 
person who changes his or her mind too easily or who is 
fickle. —cha-me/le-on-like’, adj.: their chameleonlike 
ability to shift opinion. 

cham-ois (sham/é; for 1 also sham wa/) /'femiy; for 1 
also feam!'wa/ n., pl. cham-ois, cham-oix (sham/éz; for 
! also sham wa’) /‘femiyz; for 1 also fam'wa/ 1. 
[count] a small antelope much like a goat, of the high 
mountains of Europe. 2. [noncount] a soft, pliable 
leather from various animal skins dressed with oil. 3. 
[count] a piece of this leather. Also, shammy (for defs. 
By Ne 

cham-o-mile or cam:oemile (kam/ə mi, -mél/) 
"kema,mayl, -miy n. [count] a plant having strong- 
smelling leaves, used in medicine and to make tea. 

champ' (champ, chomp) /tfamp, t{omp/ also chomp, 
v. to bite upon or grind (something), esp. impatiently: [~ 
+ obj): The horses charnped the oats. [no obj}: The kids 
were Champing noisily at the dinner table. 

champ? (champ) /tfamp/ n. [count] Informal. a cham- 
pion: The champ knocked out five of his opponents. 

cham-pagne (sham pan’) /fxæm'peyn/ n. a sparkling dry 
white wine from the region of Champagne in France, or a 
similar wine produced elsewhere: [noncount]: Cham- 
pagne has a lot of bubbles in it. [count]: domestic and 
imported champagnes. 

cham-pi-on (cham/pé an) /'tfampiyan/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing defeating all opponents: He was the 
spelling champion last year. [as a title; no article]: be- 
caine champion of the world. 2. a person who fights for 
or defends any person or cause: became a chainpion of 
the poor. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to act as champion of (a 
cause); defend; support: He championed the cause of lib- 
erty. 

chamspi-on-ship (cham/pé an ship’) /'tfaeempiyan, fip/ 
n. 1. [count] the distinction or condition of being a 
champion. 2. [noncount] advocacy or defense: champi- 
onship of human rights. 3. [count] a contest to deter- 
mine a champion. 

chance (chans) /tfæns/ n., v., chanced, chanc-ing, adj. 
—n. 1. [noncount] the part of an event that seems un- 
predictable; luck or fortune: Chance seems to have a lot 
to do with getting a job these days. 2. a possibility or 
probability of anything happening; likelihood: [count]: 
Your chances of success improve the harder you work. 
[noncount]: not much chance of his changing his mind. 
3. chances, [plural] probability: The chances are that the 
train hasn't left yet. 4. [count] an Opportunity: Now is 
your chance. 5. [count] a risk or hazard: He took an aw- 
fully big chance investing all that money. 6. [count] a 
ticket in a lottery or prize drawing: / bought five chances 
for a dollar each. —v. 7. [it + ~ + (that) clause] to hap- 
pen accidentally or in an unplanned way: /t chanced that 
our arrivals coincided. 8. [~ + to + verb] to do some- 
thing accidentally: / chanced to overhear their conversa- 
tions. 9. [~ + obj; often: ~ + it] to take the chances or 
risks of; risk: III have to chance it, whatever the outcome. 
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10. chance on or upon, [~ + on/upon + obj] to meet 
unexpectedly and accidentally: ¢ chanced upon her at the 
party last night. —adj. [before a noun) 11. not planned 
or expected; accidental: a chance occurrence. —Idiom. 
12. by any chance, possibly: Do you think that by any 
chance you'd be free for dinner? 13. by chance, unin- 
tentionally; accidentally: ¢ met her by chance. 14. on the 
(off) chance, counting on the (slight) possibility: On the 
off chance that the painters are finished by tonight, you 
can sand the floors tomorrow. 

chan-cel (chan/sal) /'tfænsəl/ n. 
around the altar of a church. 

chan-cel-lor (chan/sa ler, -slar) /'tfænsələr, -slor/ n. 
[count] 1. the chief minister of state in some govern- 
ments, as in Germany. 2. the chief administrative officer 
in some American universities. 3. Brit. the honorary head 
of a university. —chan/celelor-ship’, n. [noncount) 

chancyry (chan/se) /'tfansiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. hazardous 
or risky; uncertain: The invasion turned out to be pretty 
chancy. —chanc/i-ness, n. (noncount] 

chanede-lier (shan/dl ér’) /,faendl'tar/ n. [count] a 
branched holder for lights that is hung from a ceiling. 

change (chanj) /tfeynd3/ v., changed, chang:ing, n. 
—y. 1. to (cause to) become different: [~ + obj]: She de- 
cided to change her name. [~ + obj (+ from + obj) + 
to + obj): She changed her name (from Smetana) to 
Smithers. [no obj): Things change. [~ + from + obj + 
to + obj): The mood changed from happiness to gloom. 
2. to (cause to) become something different; transform: 
[~ + obj + into + obj): The witch changed the prince 
into a toad. [~ + into + obj): His kids thought he 
changed into a grouchy old man. 3. to exchange for an- 
other or others: [~ + obj): | changed the lightbulb in the 
hall. 4. to transfer from one (bus, etc.) to another: [~ + 
obj): | changed buses and went on to Sixth Street. [no 
obj): You have to change at 42nd Street for the shuttle. 
5. [~ + obj (+ for + obj)] to give or get smaller money 
in exchange for: Can you change this twenty for two fives 
and a ten? 6. [~ + obj + to/for + obj] to give or get 
foreign money in exchange for: / need to change these 
American dollars to Tanzanian shillings. 7. to remove 
and replace the coverings or clothes of: [~ + obj): to 
change a baby. [no obj; often:~ + out offinto]: Let me 
change out of these work clothes into something more 
comfortable. —n. 8. the act of changing or the result of 
being changed: [count]: a change in her routine. [non- 
count); no change in the patient's condition. 9. [count] a 
replacement or substitution: The car needs an oil change 
every 5,000 miles. 10. [count; usually singular] a fresh 
set of clothes: Be sure to pack a change of clothes for 
the trip. 11. [noncount) new and different things, 
actions, experiences; novelty: We need to hire a person 
who adjusts easily to change. 12. [noncount] the passing 
from one state, condition, etc., to another: social change. 
13. [noncount] the money returned when the amount of- 
fered in payment is larger than the amount owed: Your 
change from a dollar is sixteen cents. 14. [noncount] 
coins: rattling the change in his pocket. —-Idiom. 15. 
for a change, in order to do something differently from 
the usual way: The busy executive began to stay home 
for a change. —chang/er, n. [cont] 

changerable (chan/ja bal) /'tfeynd3abal/ adj. likely to 
change often; unpredictable: He has a changeable na- 
ture. 

change-ling (chanj/ling) /‘tfeynd3lin/ n. [conni] an in- 
fant exchanged for another child usually secretly. 

change’ of life’, n. menopause. 

change-o-ver (chanj/0/var) /'tfeynd3,owvor/ n. [count] 
a conversion from one condition, system, machine, etc., 
to another: a changeover from oil heat to gas. 

chanenel (chan/l) /‘tfanl/ n., v., -neled, -nel-ing or (esp. 
Brit.) -nelled, -nel-ling. —. [cont] 1. the bottom or 
deeper part of a waterway: The twenty-foot channel in the 
harbor was marked by buoys. 2. a route for boats be- 
tween two bodies of water. 3. a narrow body of water be- 
tween a continent and an island: the English Channel. 4. 
a course into which something may be moved or di- 
rected: channels of trade. 5. channels, [plural the offi- 
cial course of communicating or of getting things done: 
You'll have to go through channels to reach the governor. 
6. a frequency band or wavelength on which radio and 
television signals are broadcast: Switch to another chan- 
nel; I don't like this prograrn. —v. 7. (~ + obj (+ to/into 
+ obj)] to direct toward or into a course of action: You 
need to channel your energy to more constrictive uses. 

chant (chant) /tfient/ n. [count] 1. a short, simple mel- 
ody or song, such as a religious song. 2. a phrase, slo- 
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gan, or the like that is repeated, as by a crowd: The 
chant went up, “Four more years! Four more years!” —v. 
3. to sing to a chant, esp. in a church service: [~ + obj]: 
chanting psalms. [no obj): chanting softly in church. 4. 
to repeat (a phrase, etc.), often insistently: [~ + obj): 
The workers were chanting slogans. (used with quota- 
tions}: “Down with the great Satan!” they chanted. [no 
obj): chanting in rhythm. 

Chanukah (a/no kə, ha’-) /'xanoko, ,ha-/ n. HANuk- 
KAH. 

cha-os (kā/os) /'keyns/ n. [noncount] a state of confu- 
sion or disorder: Economic chaos resulted from his poli- 
cies. 

cha-oteic (kā otik) /key'ptik/ adj. marked by chaos. 
—cha-ot/iecal-ly, adv. 

chap’ (chap) /tfep/ v., chapped, chap-ping. to (cause 
to) become cracked, roughened, and reddened: [~ + 
obj): The wind chapped her face and lips. [no obj): Her 
lips chapped in the cold. —chapped, adj.: Heal those 
dry, chapped lips with this special cream. 

chap? (chap) /tfap/ n. [count] Chiefly Brit. fellow; guy: / 
like that chap, don't you? 

chap. or Chap., an abbreviation of: chapter. 

chap-ar-ral (shap/a ral’, chap/-) /fxpoa'rel, tfep-/ n. 
[count] a thick, dense growth of shrubs or small trees: 
the high chaparral at the top of the canyon. 

chap-el (chap/al) /tfæpəl/ n. [count] 1. a separate part 
of a church, or a small structure like a church, used for 
special religious services. 2. a room or building for wor- 
ship that is in or is part of another institution, such as a 
hospital: We waited in the hospital chapel. 

chap-er-on or chap-er-one (shap/a rin’) /'fæpə,rown/ 
n, v, -oned, -on-ing. —n. [count] 1. a person, usually 
an older woman, who accompanies a young unmarried 
woman in public. 2. a person who attends a party or 
dance for young people to supervise their behavior. —v. 
3. [~ + obj] to attend or accompany as chaperon: The 
high school teachers chaperoned the dance. 4. [no obj) 
to act as a chaperon: asked the teachers if they would 
chaperon. 

chapelain (chap/lin) /'tfæplin/ n. [count] a member of 
the clergy who serves with a military unit, or who works 
with the chapel of a college or hospital. —chap/lain-cy, 
n. [noncount) 

chaps (chaps, shaps) /tfeps, fæps/ n. [plura sturdy 
leather leggings like wide-legged trousers, worn over 
work pants, typically by cowboys. 

chap-ter (chap/ter) /'tfæptər/ n. 1. a main division of a 
book or the like, usually having a number or title: 
[count]: The author finished one chapter of his book 
every six weeks. [~ + number]: Chapter 6 was all about 
the solar system. 2. [count] an important part or division 
of anything: He began a new chapter in his life at the 
new university. 

char’ (char) /tfar/ v., charred, charering. 1. to burn or 
(cause to) become reduced to charcoal: [~ + obj]: The 
flames had charred the corpses beyond recognition. [no 
obj): The corpses charred in the fire. 2. [~ + obj) to 
burn slightly; scorch: The flame charred the steak. 

char? (char) /tfar/ n., v., charred, char-ring. Chiefly Brit. 
—n. [count] 1. CHARWOMAN. —v. [no obj] 2. to work at 
cleaning offices or houses. 

char., an abbreviation of: character. 

charabanc (shar’a bang’, -bangk’) /‘Sara,ben, 
- benk/ n. [count] Brit. a large bus used on sightseeing 
tours. 

char-ac-ter (kar/ik tar) /‘keriktor/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
collection of qualities that form the individual nature of a 
person or thing, and that make it different from others: 
The chief flaw in her character was impatience. 2. [non- 
count) one such feature or characteristic: His note was 
mostly positive in character. 3. [noncount) moral or ethi- 
cal strength; honesty: a woman of strong character. 4. 
[noncount] reputation: a stain on one’s character. 5. 
[nonconnt] special, often interesting qualities: an old pub 
with a lot of character. 6. [count] a person, esp. with ref- 
erence to behavior: A suspicious character was standing 
in the hallway. 7. [count] an odd or unusual person: 
She’s quite a character, isn't she? 8. [count] a person re- 
presented in a drama, story, etc.: One of the characters 
is Hamlet. 9. [count] a symbol used in a system of writ- 
ing: Chinese characters. —adj. [before a noun) 10. (of a 
role in a play, film, etc.) having or requiring unusual 
qualities: played some character parts, mostly as a villain. 
11. (of an actor) acting or specializing in such roles: be- 
came a Character actor, playing the bad gity in Westerns. 
—lIdiom. 12. in (or out of ) character, like (or not like) 
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the way that is usual for someone: She seems so cranky 
today, that’s very out of character. 

char-ac-ter-is-tic (kar/ik ta ris/tik) /;kwrikta'ristik/ adj. 
1. showing the character of a person or thing; typical: /t 
was Characteristic of her not to take alt the credit. —n. 
[count] 2. a quality (of someone or something) that is 
typical or special: She had the high forehead that is a 
Characteristic of that family. —char/ac-ter-is/ti-cal-ly, 
adv. 

char-ac-ter-ize (kar/ik ta riz’) /‘kwrikto,rayz/ v., -ized, 
-izeing. 1. [~ + obj] to be a characteristic of: Brutality 
characterizes that horrible dictator. 2. {~ + obj + as] to 
describe the character of: [~ + obj + as + noun): The 
president characterized that dictator as a scoundrel. (~ 
+ obj + as + adjective): I'd characterize him as crazy. 
—char-ac-ter-i-za-tion (kar/ik tər ə za’%shan) /,karikto- 
ra'zeyfan/ n. (count): an actor's skilful characterizations. 
[noncount): unfair characterization of librarians as old 
maids. 

cha-rade (sha rad’) /fa'reyd/ n. 1. charades, [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] a game in which players 
act out, without speaking, a word, phrase, title, etc., often 
syllable by syllable, for members of their team to guess. 
2. [count] a word or phrase acted out in this game. 3. 
[count] an obvious lie, pretense, or deception; travesty: 
The whole job interview was just a charade. 

char-broil (char/broil’) /'tfar,broyl/ v. [~ + obj] to broil 
on a grill over a Charcoal fire: The burgers were char- 
broiled perfectly. 

char-coal (char/kol’) /‘tfar,kowl/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
black, carbon material made by heating a substance, 
such as wood, in very little air: the summer smells of 
charcoat on the barbecue. 2. {noncount] a pencil of 
charcoal used for drawing. 3. [count] a drawing made 
with charcoal: a fine charcoat of the old town halt. 

charge (charj) /tfard3/ v., charged, charge-ing, n. —v. 
1. to ask (money) for payment: [no obj]: Does the hotel 
charge for television? [~ + obj (+ for + obj)]: The hotet 
charges ten dollars extra a night for television. 2. to ask 
a price or fee of (someone): [~ + obj (+ for)]: Did the 
hotet charge you for the cable television? [~ + obj + 
obj): They charged us money for using the cable TV. 3. 
[~ + obj] to make a record of (a purchase) so that it can 
be paid for at some future time: He charged the coat on 
his credit card. 4. a. [~ + obj] to attack; rush forward 
against: The cavalry charged the enemy. b. [no obj] to 
rush suddenly or violently: They charged up the hilt after 
her. 5. [~ + obj + with + obj] to accuse formally or in 
law: They charged her with theft. 6. to command or give 
an order or instruction to: [~ + obj + with + obj]: The 
vice-president charged his assistant with management of 
the budget. [~ + obj + to + verb): The judge charged 
the jury to ignore the testimony. 7. {~ + obj] to fill or 
refill so as to make ready for use: to charge a musket. 8. 
[~ + obj] to put electrical energy into: They charged the 
dead battery and started the car. 9. [~ + obj; usually: be 

~-ed + with + obj) to fill, as with emotion; create a 

feeling in: The air was charged with excitement. —n. 10. 
[count] a fee or price asked or imposed: a charge of six 
dollars for admission. 11. [noncount] expense or cost: 
We'll repair the damage at no charge. 12. [count] an at- 
tack, as of soldiers; onrush: the Charge of the Light Bri- 
gade. 13. [count] someone or something given to one’s 
care: The young thieves were Fagin’s charges. 14. 
[count] a command or instruction: The judge issued a 
charge to the jury not to tatk about the case. 15. [count] 
an accusation: The state dropped the main charge of 
theft. 16. [count] a quantity of explosive to be set off at 
one time. 17. [count] an amount of electricity put into a 
battery; electric charge. 18. (count; usually singular) In- 
formal. a thrill that causes pleasure or laughter; kick: / 
got quite a charge out of watching her. —-Idiom. 19. in 
charge, in command; having the care or responsibility: 
Who's in charge here? 20. take charge, [~ + of + obj] 
to assume control or responsibility: expected her to take 
charge of the situation. 

char-gé (shar zha’, shar/zha) /far'3ey, ‘farzey/ n. 
[count], pi. -gés (-zhaz’; -zhaz) /-'3cyz; -3cyz/. a chargé 
d'affaires. 

charge’ account’, n. [count] an account, esp. in a 
store, that permits a customer to buy goods and be 
billed at a later date: to open a charge account. 

charge’ card’, n. [count] an identification card used to 
make purchases on a charge account. 

chargé’ d'af-faires’ (də far’) /də'feər/ n. [count], ph 
chargés d’af-faires (də far’) /da'feor/. an official placed 
in charge of diplomatic business when an ambassador or 
minister is absent. 
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charg-er (char/jar) /‘tfard3or/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that charges or makes charges. 2. WARHORSE (def. 
1). 

char-i-ot (char/€ at) /'tfwriyat/ n. (count) a light, horse- 
drawn vehicle, nsually two-wheeled and having room for 
two standing riders, used in battle, races, etc. 

cha-risema (kə riz/mə) /kə'rızmə/ n. [noncount] a qual- 
ity of an individual to attract people, lead them, etc.; per- 
sonal magnetism: a leader with great charisma. 

char-isemateic (kar/iz mat/ik) /,keeriz'matik/ adj. 1. of, 
having, or characteristic of charisma: a charismatic 
leader. 2. (usually: before a noun) of or relating to Chris- 
tians who seek a special religious experience, including 
speaking in tongues. —n. [count] 3. a Christian who em- 
phasizes such a religious experience. 

char-i-ta-ble (char/i tə bal) /'tfaritabal/ adj. 1. a. gen- 
erous in gifts to aid the poor, etc.: They were charitable 
people who always helped others. b. of, concerned with, 
or organized for charity: a Charitable institution. 2. kindly 
or tolerant in judging people: His charitable remarks 
were welcome after that nasty speech. —char/i-ta-ble- 
ness, n. [(noncount] —char/i-ta-bly, adv. 

chareiety (char/i tē) /'tfweritiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] 
gifts of money or things to aid the poor, ill, or helpless: 
She was too proud to accept charity. 2. a charitable fund, 
organization, foundation, or institution: [moncount]: He 
gave a lot to charity but no one ever knew it. (count): 
Various charities provided food for the homeless. 3. 
{noncount] a generous feeling, esp. toward those in 
need: to do something out of charity. 4. [noncount] tol- 
erance in judging others: He had the charity to forgive 
those hateful remarks. 

char-lastan (shar/lo tn) /‘farlatn/ n. [count] a person 
who pretends to have knowledge or skill; fraud. —char7- 
la-tan-ism, char/la-tanery, n. [(noncount] 

Charles-ton (charlz/tan, charl/stan) /'tfarlztən, 'tfarl- 
ston/ n. [count] 1. a vigorous, rhythmic ballroom dance 
popular in the 1920's. —v. [no obj] 2. to dance the 
Charleston. 

char/ley horse’ (char/lé) /'tfarliy/ n. [count] a cramp 
or a sore muscle, esp. in the leg, resulting from strain. 

charm (charm) /tfarm/ n. 1. a power of pleasing, as 
through beauty: [noncount): The child actress displayed a 
lot of charm. [count]: She used alt her charms on him. 
2. [count] a small ornament or trinket to be worn on a 
bracelet, necklace, etc.: Many charms dangled from her 
bracelet. 3. [count] a. something worn or carried on 
one’s person to bring good luck; amulet. b. words or 
chants that are said or sung to do this. 4. [noncount] 
Physics. one of the properties of a quark. —v. [~ + obj] 
5. to delight or please greatly by attractiveness: He 
charmed teachers and students alike. | was charmed to 
be asked to serve as president. —charm/er, n. [count] 
—charm/ing, adj. —charm/ing-ly, adv. —Related 
Words. cHarm is a noun and a verb, CHARMING is an ad- 
jective: He is a man of great charm. He charmed them 
into letting him stay. She is a charming young lady. 

charmed (charmd) /tfarmd/ adj. fortunate; lucky: She 
led a charmed life. 

chart (chart) /tfart/ n. [count] 1. a sheet giving informa- 
tion in diagrams, such as graphs: Check the chart to see 
which income bracket you are in. See illustration at Hos- 
PITAL. 2. a map, esp. a map of the sea: The captain took 
out the charts for the Southern Hemisphere. 3. an out- 
line map showing special conditions or facts: a weather 
chart. 4. the charts, [piura the rankings of popular 
musical recordings, usually based on sales for the week: 
was mumber one on the charts for ten weeks, —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to make a Chart of; make a record of: to chart our 
economic development. 6. to plan: to chart a course of 
action. 

char-ter (char/ter) /'tfartar/ n. [count] 1. a document 
issued by a state describing the conditions under which a 
body is organized: The royal charter established that city 
almost 900 years ago. 2. a document defining the formal 
organization of an institution; constitution: the Charter of 
the United Nations. 3. an arrangement by which a ship, 
airplane, etc., is hired for use at a particular time for a 
particular group: organizing a charter for a trip to Lon- 
don. 4. a tour, vacation, or trip using such an arrange- 
ment: a charter to London. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to issue a 
charter to: to charter a bank. 6. to hire for use for a 
specified time: The company chartered a bus for the pic- 
nic. —adj. [before a noun) 7. of or involving transporta- 
tion specially hired or leased and not part of a regularly 
scheduled service: a charter boat for fishing. 
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char/ter mem/ber, n. [count] an original or founding 
member of a club, organization, etc. 

char-womean (char/woon/an) /'tfar,woman/ n. [count], 
pl. -wom-en. a woman hired to do general cleaning. 

chary (char’é) /'tfeoriy/ adj. (usually: be + ~ + of], 
-i-er, -ivest. cautious or careful; wary: chary of walking on 
icy sidewalks. —chareiely (char/a lē) /'tfeoraliy/ adv. 
—char/ieness, n. Lnoncourit] 

chase (chas) /tfeys/ v., chased, chas-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
follow rapidly or intently in order to overtake, etc.; pur- 
sue: [~ + obj): The police chased the thief down the 
street. [~ + after + obj): They chased after the thief. 2. 
to follow or devote one’s attention to with the hope of at- 
tracting, etc.: [~ + obj]: He's been chasing that job for 
years. [~ + after + obj]: He's been chasing after my job. 
3. [~ + obj] to drive or send out by force: The dog 


chased the cat out of the room. 4. [no obj; often: ~ + : 


around (+ verb-ing)] to rush; hasten: She was chasing 
around alt afternoon looking for a gift. —n. [count] 5. the 
act of chasing; pursuit: / gave up the chase and went 
home. —TIdiom. 6. give chase, to go in pursuit: /n a 
few minutes other police patrols gave Cliase. 

chas-er (cha/ser) /'tfeysor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that chases or pursues. 2. a milder beverage taken 
after a strong drink of liquor: whiskey with a beer Chaser. 

chasm (kaz’am) /'kæzəm/ n. [count] 1. a wide, deep 
crack in the earth’s surface. 2. a wide split in opinions, 
etc., esp. one producing a break in relations: to over- 
come the great chasm between our two nations. 
—chasmed, adj. 

chasesis (chas’é, shas’é) /'tfasiy, 'fæsiy/ n. [count], pl. 
chasrsis (chas/éz, shas/-) /'tfasiyz, 'fæs-/. 1. the frame, 
wheels, and machinery of a motor vehicle. 2. a frame for 
mounting the circuits of a radio or television set. 

chaste (chast) /tfeyst/ adj., chast-er, chast-est. 1. not 
engaging in sexual relations. 2. decent and modest: a 
chaste little kiss on the cheek. —chaste/ly, adv.: 
dressed chastely in a long bathrobe. —chaste/ness, n. 
[noncount) 

chas-ten (cha/son) /'tfeyson/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to inflict 
punishment or suffering upon (someone) in order to cor- 
rect: The huge defeat chastened the overconfident team. 
2. to make humble or restrained: We were chastened by 
the knowledge of how little we really knew. —chas/ten- 
ing-ly, adv. 

chas-tise (chas tiz’, chas/tiz) /tfes'tayz, 'tfastayz/ v. [7 
+ obj], -tised, -tiseing. 1. to punish severely, such as by 
beating. 2. to criticize or scold severely: The president 
chastised the press for its false reports. —chas-tise- 


ment (chas/tiz meant, chas tiz/-) /'tfaestizmont, 
tfas'tayz-/ n. (noncount; count) —chas-tis’er, n. 
[court] 


chas-ti-ty (chas/ti tē) /'tfæstitiy/ n. [noncount) the state 
or quality of being chaste: Nuns take vows of chastity. 

chat (chat) /tfæt/ v., chatted, chatting, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj) to talk in an informal way: We chatted for a while in 
the café. 2. chat up, Brit. to talk to in a friendly way in 
order to try to flirt with (someone): [~ + up + obj): He 
was chatting up every girt who walked into the pub. [~ + 
obj + up): Chatting him up shamelessly. —n. [count] 3. 
an informal conversation: a nice tong chat about my fu- 
ture. 

cha-teau or cha-teau (sha td’) /fx'tow/ n. [count], pl. 
-teaus (-t6z’) /-'towz/ -teaux (-t6z/, -tō/) /-'towz, -'tow/. 
a castle or large country house or estate, esp. in France. 

chat-tel (chat/l) /‘tfietl/ n. [count] an article of personal 
property that can be moved. 

chat-ter (chat/ar) /'tfætər/ v. [vo obj] 1. to talk rapidly 
and without purpose or direction; jabber: The children 
were chattering about their weekend adventures. 2. to 
make rapid, speechlike sounds, such as a monkey or 
bird: The monkeys were chattering in the forest. 3. to 
make a rapid noise caused by the striking together of 
separate parts: teeth chattering from the cold. —n. [non- 
count) 4. rapid talk without a purpose: Cut the chatter 
arid let's get back to work. 5. the act or sound of chatter- 
ing: the chatter of printers. —chat/ter-er, 1. (count) 

chat-ter-box (chat/or boks’) /'tfat,ar boks/ n. [court] 
an overly talkative person. 

chat-ty (chat7é) /‘tfatiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. 1. having or 
characterized by a friendly, informal style: a forig, chatty 
fetter. 2. fond of chatting; eager to chat: She sneaked 
out the side door to avoid her chatty neighbor. —chat- 
tidy (chat4@) /'tfetliy/ adv. —chat/ti-ness, 1. [nori- 
count) 

chauf-feur (shō/fər, sho fur’) /'fowfar, fow'fsr/ n. 
[court] 1. a person hired to drive an automobile for the 
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owner. 2. a person hired to drive a car or limousine for 
paying passengers. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to drive (a vehicle) 
as a chauffeur: chauffeured a limousine. 4. to transport 
by car: to chauffeur the kids to school. 

chauevineism (shd’va niz’em) /‘fSowvo,nizom/ n. [non- 
count) strong, unthinking devotion to one’s country, a 
group, or one’s sex, or to a Cause. 

chau-vineist (shd/va nist) /‘Sowvonist/ n. [count] 1. 
someone who is characterized by chauvinism. —adj. 2. 
having or showing the quality of chauvinism: a chauvinist 
attitude. —chau/vin-is/tic, adj. 

cheap (chép) /tfiyp/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. 
costing very little; inexpensive: We sat in the cheap seats 
at the circus. 2. (usually; before a noun) charging low 
prices: a cheap store. 3. poorly made; inferior; shoddy: 
Those cheap sneakers fell apart after only a few weeks. 
4. costing little work or trouble: Talk is cheap. 5. mean; 
cruel and deserving contempt: a cheap joke. 6. [be + ~] 
of little account or value: Life was cheap in that frontier 
town. 7. embarrassed: / felt cheap after I had left her all 
alone. 8. stingy; miserly: That was cheap of her, not to 
share any of her candy. 9. (of money) able to be bor- 
rowed at low interest: Money is cheap and that should 
make housing starts rise. —adv. 10. at a low price or 
small cost: / got that tape cheap. —Idiom. 11. on the 
cheap, inexpensively; economically: He did everything on 
the cheap. —cheap/ly, adv. —cheap/ness, n. [non- 
count] —Syn. CHEAP, INEXPENSIVE both suggest low cost. 
CHEAP now often suggests that the item is poorly made or 
a showy imitation of something better: a cheap fabric. \n- 
EXPENSIVE emphasizes a low price (although more expen- 
sive than cHEAP) and suggests that the value is equal to 
the cost: / didn't pay much for this inexpensive dress. \n- 
EXPENSIVE is sometimes used to avoid the more insulting 
CHEAP. 

cheap-en (ché/pan) /‘tfiypan/ v. (~ + obj] 1. to make 
cheap or cheaper. 2. to cause to seem less honorable: 
cheapened herself by appearing in a sleazy film. 3. to 
decrease the quality of; make inferior. 

cheap-skate (chép/skat’) /'tfiyp,skeyt/ n. [count] Hifor- 
mal. a stingy person; one unwilling to spend money: + felt 
like a cheapskate, tipping him only a quarter. 

cheat (chét) /tfiyt/ v. 1. to lie (to) or behave dishonestly 
(with): [no obj]: She had a bad experience in Italy with a 
street merchant who cheated. [~ + obj): She cheated 
me. [~ + obj + out of + obj]: She cheated me out of 
my inheritance. 2. to violate rules or agreements: [no 
obj): They were afraid the enemy would cheat during any 
weapons inspection. [~ + at + obj]: to cheat at cards. 
3. [no obj] to take an examination in a dishonest way, 
such as by having improper means of getting answers: 
I'm sure she was cheating on that test. 4. cheat on, [~ 
+ on + obj] to be sexually unfaithful to (someone). 5. 
[~ + obj] to get away from; escape from: to cheat death. 
—n. [count] 6. a person who cheats; an impostor: Shes 
a cheat and a crook. 7. an act that cheats or deceives; 
swindle. 

check (chek) /tfek/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to stop the motion 
of suddenly or with force; restrain: The pilot checked his 
speed and landed quickly. 2. [~ + obj] to examine or 
test the correctness of, such as by comparison: / checked 
the answers on the exam. 3. [no obj] to prove to be 
right: Well, everything checks; the butler committed the 
murder. 4. [~ + obj] to inspect or test the condition, 
safety, etc., of: We had our mechanic check the car for 
any damage. 5. to mark so as to indicate choice, com- 
pletion, etc.: [~ + obj): Check the box next to the item 
you think is right. (~ + off + obj): | checked off the 
items on the shopping list. [~ + obj + off}: | checked 
them off as | went down the list. 6. to search through to 
find (something); make an inquiry (into): [~ + obj]: Youtt 
have to check the files for the letter. [~ + into + obj): 
You ‘lt have to check into those missing files, too. 7. {~ + 
obj) to leave (personal belongings) to be kept temporar- 
ily: Check your coats at the door. 8. [~ + obj] to leave 
(baggage) to be sent on, as at an airport: We checked 
our suitcases and walked to the gate for our flight. 9. [~ 
+ obj] to mark with or in a pattern of squares: The fabric 
was checked. 10. check in, [no obj] to register or report 
one’s arrival: Check in at the counter and pick up your 
boarding passes there. 11. check (up) on, [~ (+ up) + 
on + obj] to investigate or inspect: wondered why they 
were checking (up) on hini. 12. check out, a. [no obj] 
to leave a hotel, etc., Officially, esp. after settling one’s 
account: Let's check out early and get on the road by 
6:30. b. [no obj] to prove to be right or true: Welt his 
story checks out; there were witnesses who saw him. c. 
to find out if something is right or true: [~ + out + obj]: 
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Check out his story with the people in the bar. [~ + obj 
+ out): You'd better check him out again; I’m not sure 
he's innocent. d. to prove to be in working condition or 
safe: [no obj}: This engine checks out; let's see if the 
problem occurs in the next one. [~ + ont + obj}: Check 
out boiler number 10 and see if there's an overload. [~ 
+ obj + out): We'd better check it out. @. to lend or bor- 
row (an item) officially, as from a library: [~ + out + 
obj}: You can check out six books at a time. [~ + obj + 
out}: You can check six books out. f. [no obj) Informal. 
to leave suddenly: He checked out of there fast. g. Slang. 
to examine carefully: [~ + out + obj]: Hey, check out 
this car. [~ + obj + out): I've got quality watches for 
sale; check them out. —n. 13. Also, Brit., cheque. a writ- 
ten order directing a bank to pay money: [count]: He 
wrote her a check for fifty-five dollars. [noncount; by + 
~]: I'll pay for this by check. See illustration at BANK. 14. 
[count] a slip showing an amount owed, esp. at a restau- 
rant: The waitress wrote out our check. 15. [count] a 
ticket given for items left in a checkroom, to customers 
waiting to be served, etc.: / lost my claim check for the 
luggage. 16. [count] a mark, often indicated by (y), to 
indicate that something has been noted, etc.: / put a 
check next to the items that you need to revise. 17. 
[count] a search or examination: a quick check of the 
company records. 18. [count] a test or inspection, such 
as to find out quality or performance: The mechanic ran 
a check on the engine. 19. [count] a means of, or an act 
of, stopping or restraining: a check on his speed in the 
race. 20. [count] a pattern formed of squares: pants with 
checks. 21. [noncomnt] (in chess) the exposure of the 
king to direct attack: Your king is in check; you must 
move it or eliminate the attacker. —adj. (usually: before 
a noun] 22. serving to stop, control, etc.: a check valve. 
23. ornamented with a checkered pattern; checkered: 
check pants. —interj. 24. (used as a call in chess to warn 
that an opponent’s king is in check). 25. Informal. all 
right! agreed!: “We'll be back for our cut, oK?” “Check!” 
—Idiom. 26. in check, kept controlled; under restraint: 
to hold one's anger in check. 

check-book (chek/bd0k’) /'tfek,buk/ n. [count] a pad of 
blank checks for paying money from an account. 

checked (chekt) /tfekt/ adj. having a pattern of colored 
squares or checks: checked pants and jacket. 

check-er' (chek/ar) /'tfekar/ n. 1. [count] a small, usu- 
ally red or black disk of plastic or wood used in playing 
checkers. 2. checkers, Also called, Brit, draughts. 
(noncount; used with a singular verb] a game played by 
two persons, each with 12 playing pieces, on a checker- 
board: Checkers is a good introduction to chess. Also, 
Brit., chequer. 

check-er? (chek/ar) /'tfekar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that checks. 2. a cashier, as in a supermarket. 3. 
an employee of a checkroom. 

check-er-board (chek/’ar bérd’, -bdrd’) /'tfekar,bord, 
-bowrd/ n. [count] 1. a board marked into 64 squares 
of two colors, in eight vertical and eight horizontal rows, 
on which checkers or chess is played. 2. a design resem- 
bling this. 

check-ered (chek/ard) /'tfekard/ adj. showing changes 
in different directions: a checkered past. 

check/ing account’, n. [count] a bank account 
against which checks can be written by the depositor. 

check-list or check list (chek/list’) /'tfek,list/ n. 
[count] Also, check list’. a list of items for comparing, 
checking correctness, or for other checking purposes. 

check-mate (chek/mat’) /‘tfek,meyt/ n., v., -mat-ed, 
-mat-ing, interj. —n. [noncount) 1. an act in chess of ar- 
ranging pieces so that the opponent's king is placed into 
a check from which it cannot escape: The game ended in 
checkmate. 2. a thwarting or defeat: It was checkmate 
for that dictator once the UN agreed on action. —v. [~ + 
obj} 3. to maneuver (someone) so that no escape is pos- 
sible; mate: He checkmated his opponent in twenty 
moves. 4. to check completely; defeat: The dictator 
found himself checkmated between the embargo and the 
coup attempts. —interj. 5. (used by a chess player when 
placing the opponent's king in checkmate and ending the 
game). 

check-out or check-out (chek/out’) /‘tfek,awt/ n. 1. 
[nonconnt] the procedure of leaving and paying for one’s 
quarters at a hotel: Checkout is at the front desk. 2. 
[noncount)] the time by which a guest at a hotel must 
leave a room: Checkout is at noon. 3. [count] Also called 
check/out count/er. a counter where customers pay for 
purchases, as in a supermarket. 


check-point (chek/point’) /'‘tfek,poynt/ n. [count] a 
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place along a border, etc., where travelers are stopped 
for inspection. 

check-room (chek/room/’, -rd6m/) /'tfek,ruwm, -,rum/ 
n. [count] a room where hats, coats, parcels, etc., may 
be checked. 

check-up (chek/up’) /'tfek,ap/ n. [count] a physical ex- 
amination by a physician. 

ched-dar (ched/ar) /'tfedar/ m. [noncount) a hard 
smooth cheese that varies in flavor from mild to sharp. 

cheek (chék) /tfiyk/ n. 1. [count] either side of the face 
below the eye and above the jaw: She kissed me on the 
cheek. 2. [noncomnt] rude or disrespectful behavior; im- 
pudence: He's got a lot of cheek, talking back to his par- 
ents. —-Idiom. 3. cheek by jowl, [noncount; often: ~ 
+ with] very close in intentions, ideas, etc.; side by side: 
The vice-president is cheek by jowl with the boss on this 
deal. 

cheek-bone (chēk/bōn/) /'tfiyk,bown/ n. [count] the 
bone that forms the top part of the cheek below the eye: 
a fashion model with high cheekbones. 

cheek-y (ché/ké) /‘tfiykiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. rude or 
disrespectful; insolent. —cheek-iely (ché/ka lē) /'tfiyko- 
liy/ adv.: She answered cheekily that she'd do it when 
she was good and ready. —cheek/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

cheep (chép) /tfiyp/ v. [no obj} 1. to chirp; peep. —n. 
[count] 2. a chirp. 

cheer (chér) /tfiar/ n. 1. [count] a shout of encourage- 
ment, etc.: Cheers went up as the champion entered the 
ring. 2. [count] a special shout or words to chant, used 
by spectators to encourage an athletic team, contestant, 
etc. 3. [noncount] gladness, gaiety, or animation: The 
news of her recovery filled us with cheer. 4. [noncount) 
something that gives comfort or joy: words of cheer. 5. 
[noncount] feeling or spirits: Be of good cheer. 6. [non- 
count) food and drink: to invite friends for Christmas 
cheer. —interj. 7. cheers, (used as a greeting or toast): 
They raised their glasses and said “Cheers!” —y. 8. to 
give shouts of approval, etc., to (Someone or something): 
[~ + obj]: They cheered his remarks about tax cuts. [no 
obj}: When the champ entered the ring, the crowd 
cheered. 9. [~ + obj} to gladden; raise the spirits of: 
The good news cheered her. 10. cheer on, to encour- 
age or urge on or forward: [~ + on + obj}: The crowd 
cheered on their hometown heroes. [~ + obj + on): My 
fans cheered me on just when I was getting tired. 11. 
cheer up, to become or make happier or more cheerful: 
[no obj}: Cheer ip, you'll be out of here in no time. [~ + 
obj + up): Let's cheer him up. {~ + up + obj}: We have 
to work harder at cheering up the patients. —cheer’- 
ingly, adv. 

cheer-ful (chér/fal) /‘tfiarfol/ adj. 1. full of cheer: 
happy; in good spirits: She was especially cheerful that 
morning. 2. pleasant; bright; causing a feeling of cheer: 
the cheerful surroundings of her room. 3. showing good 
Spirits: a cheerful song. 4. [before a noun] wholehearted: 
willing: a cheerful giver. —cheer’ful-ly, adv. —cheer/- 
fulness, n. [noncoint] 

cheeri-o (chēr/ē 6’, chēr/ē 5) /'tfiəriy,ow, ,tfioriy'ow/ 
interj. Chiefly Brit. 1. good-bye; farewell. 2. (used to ex- 
press good wishes). 

cheer-lead-er (chér/lé/dar) /'tfior,liydar/ n. [count] one 
who leads spectators in cheering, esp. at an athletic 
event. 

cheer-less (chér/lis) /‘tfrarlis/ adj. gloomy; dreary: a 
cheerless hotel room. —cheer/less-ly, adv. —cheer’- 
less-ness, n. [noncount) 

cheery (chér/é) /'tfioriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. being in 
good spirits; cheerful; happy: She looked quite cheery 
that morning. 2. showing cheer; enlivening: a cheery let- 
ter; a cheery smile. —cheer-iely (chér/a lē) /'tfiərəliy/ 
adv. —cheer/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

cheese’ (chéz) /tfiyz/ n. 1. a food prepared from the 
curds of milk separated from the whey: [noncount): 
Cheese sometimes has a strong smell. (count): several 
good cheeses from France. 2. [count] a mass of this 
substance: a huge cheese in the shop. 

cheese? (chéz) /tfiyz/ n. [count; usually: big + ~| Slang. 
an important or powerful person: He's the big cheese of 
the operation in South America. 

cheese-burg-er (chēz/bûr/gər) tfiyz,bargar/ n. [count] 
a hamburger topped with a melted slice of cheese. 

cheese-cake (chéz’kak’) /'tfiyz,keyk/ n. 1. a cake with 
a firm texture made with sweetened cream cheese: [non- 
count]: a slice of cheesecake. [count]: She helped to 
make a cheesecake with cherry filling. 2. [noncount] In- 
formal. photographs of attractive women with few or no 
clothes on. 
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cheese-cloth (chéz/kloth’, -kloth’) /‘tfiyz,klo0, -,kln0/ 
n. [noncount) a lightweight cotton cloth of loose, open 
plain weave. 

chees-y (ché/zé) /'tfiyziy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. of or like 
cheese: a cheesy taste. 2. Slang. inferior or cheap; 
shoddy. —chees/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

chee-tah (ché’ta) /tfiyts/ n. [count] a swift, long- 
legged, black-spotted cat of SW Asia and Africa. 

chef (shef) /fef/ n. [count] 1. the chief cook, esp. in a 
restaurant, responsible for the menu and in charge of 
food preparation. 2. any cook. 

chef-d'oeuvre (Fr. she da@/vr\®) /Fr. fe!doevr/ n. 
[count], pl. chefs-d’oeu-evre (she da&/vr°) /fe'doevr?/. a 
masterpiece. 

chem., an abbreviation of: 1. chemical. 2. chemist. 3. 
chemistry. 

chem:i-cal (ken/i kal) /kemikol/ n. [count] 1. a sub- 
stance produced by or used in chemistry: poisonous 
chemicals. 2. chemicals, [plura Slang. narcotic or 
mind-altering drugs: a dependency on chemicals. —adj. 
[before a noun] 3. of, used in, or produced by chemistry 
or chemicals: chemical agents. —chem/i-calely, adv. 

chemeist (kem/ist) /‘kemist/ u. [count] 1. a specialist in 
chemistry. 2. Chiefly Brit. DRUGGIST. 

chemsis-try (kem/a stré) /‘kemoastriy/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the science that studies the composition, properties, and 
activity of substances and various elementary forms of 
matter: She studied chernistry at college. 2. chemical 
properties, reactions, etc., taken as a group: She is stud- 
ying the chemistry of carbon. 3. a. relationship between 
people in which there is mutual understanding; rapport: 
Their chemistry was good and they worked together well. 
b. sexual attraction: The romantic leads have great 
chemistry. 

che-mo-ther-aspy (kē/mō ther’a pē, kem/ō-) /,kiy- 
mow'ĝerəpiy, ,kemow-/ n. [noncount] Also, cheemo (ke/- 
mō) /kiymow/. the treatment of disease using 
chemicals that kill organisms that produce disease, or 
chemicals that destroy cancerous tissue. 

cheenille (sha nél’) /fa'niyl/ n. [noncount] a fabric made 
with yarn that is thick and velvety, used esp. in bed- 
spreads. 

cheque (chek) /tfek/ n. Brit. cHeck (def. 15). 

cher-ish (cherish) /‘tferif/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to regard as 
valuable or precious: The early settlers cherished free- 
dom. 2. to care for tenderly and with love; nurture: cher- 
ished his children. 3. to cling fondly to: to cherish a 
memory. 

che-root (sha root’) /fa'ruwt/ n. (count) a cigar having 
open, flat ends. 

chers-ry (cher’é) /‘tferiy/ n., pl. -ries, adj. —n. 1. [count] 
the soft, red, pulpy fruit of any of various trees of the 
rose family: a bow! of cherries. 2. [count] the tree bear- 
ing such a fruit. 3. [noncount] the reddish wood of the 
cherry tree, used in making furniture. 4. [noncount] a 
bright red color. —adj. 5. bright red. 6. containing cher- 
ries or cherrylike flavoring: cherry cough drops. 7. (usu- 
ally: before a noun} made of cherry wood. 

cher-ub (cher’ab) /'tferob/ n. [count], pl. cher-usbim 
(cher’a bim, -yò bim) /'tferobim, -yubim/ for 1; cher» 
ubs for 2. 1. a kind of angel, often represented as a 
winged child. 2. a person, esp. a Child, with a sweet, 
chubby, innocent face. —cherruebic (cha röö/bik) 
Mt fa'ruwbik/ adj. 

cher-vil (char/val) /'tfsrvəl/ n. [poncount) an herb of the 
parsley family, having strong-smelling leaves. 

chess (ches) /tfes/ n. [noncount]) a game played on a 
chessboard by two people who each move 16 pieces of 
six kinds to bring the opponent's king into checkmate. 
chess-board (ches/bérd’, -bord’) /'tfes,bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [count] a checkerboard used for playing chess. 
chesseman (ches’man’, -man) /'tfesmæn, -mon/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. any piece used in the game of chess. 
chest (chest) /tfest/ n. [count] 1. the front portion of the 
body enclosed by the ribs; thorax: The policernan had 
been shot in the chest. 2. a box, usually with a lid, for 
storage, safekeeping of valuables, shipping, etc. 3. CHEST 
OF DRAWERS. 4. a Small cabinet, esp. one hung on a wall, 
for storage, as for medicines, etc.: the top shelf of the 
medicine chest. —Idiom. 5. get something off one’s 
chest, [get + obj + off + one’s + ~ to discuss a prob- 
lem that one has kept to oneself: lve got to get this 
worry off my chest. —chest/ful (-fool) /-fol/ n. [count], 
pl. -fuls: was wearing a chestful of medals. 

chest-nut (ches/nut’, -nat) /‘tfes,nat, -not/ n. 1. [count] 
any of several tall trees of the beech family, having nuts 
that can be eaten. 2. [court] the nut of such a tree. 3. 
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[noncount] the wood of any of these trees. 4. (noncount] 
a reddish brown color. 5. [count] an old joke, etc., that is 
no longer funny. 6. [count] a horse having a reddish 
brown or brown body with mane and tail of the same or 
a lighter color. —adj. 7. reddish brown. —chest/nut’ty, 
adj. 

chest’ of drawers’, n. [count], pi. chests of 
drawers. a piece of furniture, a set of drawers in a 
frame, often mounted on short legs, for holding clothing, 
household linens, etc. 

chest-y (ches/té) /'tfestiy/ adj., -i-ver, -ivest. 1. (of the 
voice) sounding deep or as if filled with liquid. 2. having 
a well-developed chest or bosom. 

chev-ron (shev/ran) /fevron/ n. [count] 1. a badge of 
one or more V-shaped stripes worn on the sleeve by 
noncommissioned officers to indicate rank. 2. any V- 
shaped ornament, marker, or object. —chev/roned, adj. 

chew (choo) /tfuw/ v. 1. to crush or grind (something) 
with the teeth: [~ + obj]: She was chewing gum. [no 
obj): Don’t chew with your mouth open. 2. to tear or 
mangle, as if by chewing: [~ + up + obj}: The sorting 
machine chewed up the letters. [~ + obj + up]: The 
machine just chewed thern up. 3. [~ + obj) to make by 
or as if by chewing: The puppy chewed a hole in the rug. 
4. to think about: meditate on; consider at length: [~ + 
obj (+ over)]: to chew a problem over in one’s mind. [~ 
(+ over) + obj}: The more you chew over this problem, 
the worse it will seem. [~ + on + obj]: He chewed on it 
briefly, then spoke up. 5. chew out, Slang. to scold 
harshly: [~ + out + obj): The boss chewed out the sales 
manager. [~ + obj + out]: She really chewed him out 
for that. —n. (count) 6. an act or instance of chewing. 7. 
something chewed or intended for chewing: a little chew 
of candy. — Idiom. 8. chew the fat or rag, Informal. 
to converse in a relaxed or aimless manner; chat. 
—chew/er, n. [count] 

chew/ing gum’ (chdd/ing) /‘tfuwin/ n. [noncount] a 
sweetened substance for chewing, usually made of 
chicle: a stick of chewing gum. 

chewy (chd0’é) /'tfuwiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. (of food) not 
easily chewed, esp. because of toughness or stickiness: a 
chewy candy. —chew/i-ness, n. [roncount) 

chg. or chge., an abbreviation of: 1. change. 2. charge. 

chic (shék) /Siyk/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. attractive 
and fashionable; stylish: the chic look from Faris. —n. 
[noncount] 2. elegance, esp. in dress design. —chic/ly, 
adv. —chie/ness, n. [noncount) 

Chi-caena (chi kä/nə) /tfi'kano/ n. [count], pl. -nas. a 
Mexican-American woman or girl. 

chi-can-er-y (shi kā/nəa rē, chi-) /fi'keynoriy, tfi-/ n., pl. 
-ies. the use of sly or evasive language to trick or de- 
ceive: [noncount]: What political chicanery is he up to 
now? (count): the chicaneries we endured last time. 

Chi-ecaseno (chi kA’nd) /tfi'kanow/ n. [count], pl. -nos. a 
Mexican-American, esp. a male. 

chi-chi (shé/shé’) /‘Jiy fiy/ adj. overly showy; trendy; Os- 
tentatious: an expensive, chichi restaurant. 

chick (chik) /tfik/ n. [count] 1. a young chicken or other 
bird. 2. Slang (often offensive). a young woman. 

chick-a-dee (chik’a dé’) /'tfiko,diy/ n. [count] a small 
North American bird of the titmouse family, with white 
cheeks and a dark-colored throat and cap. 

chick-en (chik’an) /'tfikon/ n. 1. [count] a domesticated 
bird developed in a number of breeds for its flesh, eggs, 
and feathers: A hen ts a female chicken. 2. [noncount] 
the flesh of the chicken used as food. 3. [count] Slang. a 
cowardly or fearful person: Come on, dont be such a 
chicken. 4. [noncount] a contest that may result in very 
serious, sometimes fatal consequences if one of the par- 
ticipants makes an error or does not yield. —adj. [be + 
~ 5. Informal. cowardly; frightened: He won't do it; hes 
chicken. —v. 6. chicken out,[no obj) to withdraw from 
or back out of a promise, esp. because of fear. 

chick’en feed’, n. [noncount) Slang. a small, insignifi- 
cant sum of money. 

chick’en-heart/ed, adj. fearful; cowardly. —chick/en- 
heart/ed-ly, adv. 

chick-en-pox or chick-en pox (chik’an poks’) 
/tfik,on poks/ n. [noncount] a disease, commonly of 
children, marked by fever and the eruption of red spots 
or blisters on the skin. 

chick-pea (chik’pé’) /‘tfik,piy/ n. 1. [noncount] a widely 
cultivated plant of the legume family, having pods that 
contain pealike seeds. 2. [count] the seeds of this plant, 
used as a food. Also called garbanzo. 

chick-weed (chik’wed’) /'‘tfik,wiyd/ n. [moncount] a 
common weed with white flowers. 


131 


chicele (chik/al) /‘tfikal/ n. (noncount) a gumlike sub- 
stance obtained from tropical American trees, used 
Chiefly in chewing gum. Also called chic/le gum’. 
chic-orry (chik’a rē) /'tfikoriy/ n., pl. -ries. 1. a plant 
having blue flowers and oblong leaves with toothlike 
edges, cultivated as a salad plant and for its root: 
[count]: a garden of chicories. [noncount): a bundle of 
chicory. 2. [noncount] the root of this plant used as a 
substitute for or additive to coffee. 

chide (chid) /tfayd/ v. [~ + obj], chid-ed or chid (chid) 
/tfid/ chid-ed or chid or chid-den (chid/n) /'tfidn/ chid- 
ing. to scold or reproach: She chided me for not speak- 
ing up to the boss when I had the chance. —chid/ing-ly, 
adv. 

chief (chéf) /tfiyf/ n. [count] 1. the head or leader of an 
organized body: the chief of police. 2. the ruler of a tribe 
or Clan: an Indian chief. 3. Informal. Boss': You're the 
workers and she’s the chief. —adj. [before a noun) 4. 
highest in rank or authority: (he chief magistrate. 5. most 
important; principal: the chief difficulty. —Idiom. 6. in 
chief, [after a noun] highest in rank: commander in chief 
(= commander who is highest in rank). —chiet/dom, n. 
(noncount] 

chief-ly (chef7lé) /‘tfiyfliy/ adv. 1. most importantly; 
principally: He proposed a tax cut chiefly to get re- 
elected. 2. for the most part; mainly: The car is made 
chiefly in the United States. 

chief-tain (chéf/tan) /'tfiyftən/ n. [count] 1. the chief of 
a Clan or a tribe. 2. a leader of a group, band, etc.: the 
robbers’ chieftain. 

chif-fon (shi fon’) /fi'fon/ n. (noncount] a soft, thin fab- 
ric of silk, nylon, or rayon. 

chig-ger (chig/or) /'tfigər/ n. [count] the six-leqged, 
bloodsucking larva of a mite that lives on humans and 
other mammals. Also called harvest mite. 

chiegnon (shén’yon) /'fiynyon/ n. [count] a large, 
smooth twist, roll, or knot of hair worn by women at the 
back of the neck or head. —chi’gnoned, adj. 

chi-huashua (chi wa/wa) /tfi'wawa/ n. [count] one of a 
Mexican breed of very small dogs with a rounded head. 

chileblain (chil/blan) /'tfilbleyn/ n (count) Usually, 
chilblains. [plural] a swollen, painful area on the hands 
and feet caused by exposure to cold and moisture. 
—chil/blained, adj. 

child (child) /tfayld/ n. (count), pl. children (chil/dran) 
/tfildron/. 1. a young boy or girl: A young child doesnt 
usually want to share his or her toys. 2. a son or daugh- 
ter: He has two children, a boy and a girl. 3. a baby or 
infant: the rights of the unborn child are to be balanced 
by the right to privacy of the mother. 4. a person who 
behaves in a childish manner. 5. any person or thing re- 
garded as the product of particular circumstances or in- 
fluences: Abstract art is a child of the 20th century. 
——Idiom. 6. with child, (of a human female) pregnant. 
—child/less, adj. —child/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

child-bear-ing (child’bar/ing) /'tfayld,bearin/ n. [(non- 
count] 1. the act of bringing forth children. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. capable of, suitable for, or relating to the 
bearing of children: not yet of childbearing age. 

childbirth (child’birth’) /‘tfayld,b3r@/ n. an act or in- 
stance of bringing forth a child: [noncount): Childbirth in 
those days was risky. [count]: That day the doctor Super- 
vised childbirths that went normally. 

childshood (child’hdéd) /'tfayldhud/ n. the state or pe- 
riod of being a child: [moncount]: those happy days of 
childhood. (count; usually singular): He had a difficult 
childhood. 

child-ish (chil/dish) /'tfayldif/ adj. 1. immature; baby- 
ish: Dont be so childish; stop pouting and whining. 2. of 
or relating to a child or children: a childish face. 
—child/ish:ly, adv.: Stop behaving so childishly; grow 
up! —child/ish-ness, n. [noncount): Stop your childish- 
ness at once. 

child-proof or child-proof § (child’proof’) /'tf- 
ayld,pruwf/ adj. 1. incapable of being opened, tampered 
with, or operated by a child: medicine containers with 
childproof caps. 2. made free of hazard for a child: a 
childproof home. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make childproof: 
They spent weeks childproofing their homie. 

chiledren (chil/dran) /'tfildran/ n. pl. of chito. 

child’s’ play’, n. [noncount] something very easily 
done. 

chilee (chil7é) /‘tfiliy/ n., pl. chiles. chiu. 

Chilean (chil/é ən) /tfiliyən/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Chile. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Chile. 

Chilei or chil-e (chil/é) /'‘tfiliy/ n., pl. chilies or chiles. 
1. [count] Also called chili pepper. the harsh-smelling 
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pod of any of several species of pepper, used in cooking. 
2. CHILI CON CARNE. 3. [noncount] a dish similar to chili 
con carne but containing no meat. 

chili (or chile) con car/ne (kon kär/nē) /'kon 
karniy/ n. [noncount] a spicy dish made with beef, chil- 
ies or chili powder, tomatoes, and beans. 

chill (chil) Afil/ n. [count] 1. a piercing coldness: The 
Chill of winter had penetrated the little cabin. 2. a feeling 
or sensation of cold: / had chills and a fever. 3. a sudden 
feeling of fear or alarm: A chill went down her spine 
when she heard the word “unemployment.” 4. a de- 
pressing influence or feeling: His presence cast a chill 
over everyone. 5. unfriendliness; coolness: / could feel a 
definite chill as | was introduced to the committee. —adj. 
6. moderately cold; chilly: a chill evening. 7. Slang. COOL 
(def. 8). —v. 8. to (cause to) become cold: [no obj): Let 
the wine chill for a while. [~ + obj]: The cold wind 
chilled me to the bone. 9. chill out, [no obj] Slang. to 
calm down; relax. —chill/ness, n. Lnoncount] 

chilleer (chil/or) /'tfrlor/ n. [count] 1. one that chills. 2. 
a frightening or suspenseful story or film. 3. a device for 
cooling. 

Chilling (chilfing) /'tfilin/ adj. 1. causing a feeling of 
cold: a chilling wind. 2. frightening; causing fear; terrify- 
ing: a chilling scream. 3. discouraging; depressing; caus- 
ing a feeling of gloom: The threat of war had a chilling 
effect. —chill/ing-ly, adv. 

chilley (chil7é) /'tftliy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. noticeably 
cold; nippy: a chilly breeze. 2. without warmth of feeling: 
The president gave only a chilly reply to that journalist. 
—chill/i-ly, adv. —chill/i-ness, n. (noncount] 

chime (chim) /tfaym/ n., v., chimed, chim-ing. —n. 1. 
Often, chimes. [plirra/] a. a set of bells producing musi- 
cal tones when struck. b. a musical instrument consisting 
of such a set, esp. a glockenspiel. c. the musical tone 
thus produced: the soft chimes of the grandfather clock. 
—v. 2. [no obj] to sound harmoniously or in chimes, 
such as a Set of bells: The church bells chimed at noon. 
3. [no obj} to produce a musical sound by striking a bell, 
etc.; ring chimes: The doorbell chimed. 4. [~ + obj] to 
indicate, announce, etc., by chiming: Bells chimed the 
hour. 5. chime in, a. to enter a conversation, esp. to in- 
terrupt: [no obj): I was all set to chime in when the boss 
began to speak. [used with quotations]: They chimed in, 
“Let's try it.” b. [~ + in + with + obj] to be compatible; 
agree: This chimes in with what he said before about for- 
eign students. c. [~ + in + with + obj] to say or speak 
by chiming in: He chimed in with a warning about higher 
costs. —chim/er, n. [count] 

chimera or chimaera (ki mēr/ə, ki-) /ki'mioro, 
kay-/ n. (count), pl. -ras. 1. (often: Chimera] a monster 
of Greek myth, represented with a lion's head, a goat's 
body, and a serpent's tail. 2. an unlikely dream; an un- 
realistic hope. 

chiemer-i-cal (ki mer/i kəl, -mér/-, ki-) /ki'merikal, 
-'miar-, kay-/ also chiemer/ic, adj. 1. unreal; imagi- 
nary. 2. wildly fanciful; highly unrealistic. 

chimeney (chim/né) /'tfimnty/ n. (count), pl. -neys. 1. a 
structure containing a passage by which the smoke, etc., 
of a fire or furnace are carried off. See illustration at 
HOUSE. 2. a tube surrounding the flame of a lamp. 

chimp (chimp) /tfimp/ n. [count] a chimpanzee. 

chim-pan-zee (chim/pan zé’, chim pan/zé) /,tfim- 
pen'ziy, tfim'penziy/ n. [count] a large manlike ape of 
Africa, having a dark coat and a relatively bare face. 

chin (chin) /tfin/ n., v., chinned, chinsning. —n. [count] 
1. the lowest part of the face, below the mouth: He cut 
his chin shaving. —v. 2. [~ + oneself (+ up)] to grasp 
an overhead bar and pull (oneself) upward until the chin 
is above or level with the bar. —Idiom. 3. keep one’s 
chin up, to maintain one’s courage. 

chiena (china) /'tfaynə/ n. (noncount] 1. a material 
made from baked clay originally imported from China 
and used for making plates, etc.; porcelain: China is very 
delicate. 2. any plates or tableware made of porcelain or 
ceramic: She brought out her best china. 

Chisna-town (chi/na toun’) /'tfayna,tawn/ n. [proper 
noun) the main Chinese district in any city outside China. 

chin-chile*la (chin chil’a) /tfin'tflə/ m., pi. -las. 1. 
[count] a small South American rodent raised for its sil- 
very gray fur. 2. [noncount] the fur itself. 

Chienese (chi nēz/, -nés’) /tfay'niyz, -'niys/ n, pl. 
-nese. 1. [noncount] the standard language of China: 
Chinese, or Mandarin, is based on the speech of Beijing. 
2. [noncount] any of the other related languages spoken 
in China. 3. [count] a person born or living in China. 
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—adj. 4. of or relating to China. 5. of or relating to the 
languages spoken in China. 

chink’ (chingk) /tfigk/ n. [count] 1. a crack: a chink in a 
wall. 2. a narrow opening: a chink between two build- 
ings. 

chink? (chingk) /tfigk/ v. 1. to (cause to) make a short, 
sharp, ringing sound, such as of glasses striking to- 
gether: [no obj): The glasses chinked together. [~ + 
obj): They chinked their glasses together. —n. [count] 2 
a chinking sound. 

chino (ché/nd) /'tfiynow/ n., pi -nos. 1. [noncount) a 
cotton cloth used for sportswear, etc. 2. Usually, chinos. 
[phiral] trousers of this cloth. 

chintz (chints) /tfints/ n. [noncount] a cotton fabric of- 
ten printed in patterns, used for slipcovers, etc. 

chintz-y (chint/sé) /‘tfintsiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. of, 
like, or decorated with chintz. 2. cheap, inferior, or 
gaudy: That chintzy nightstand felt apart. 3. stingy; mi- 
serly: That was a pretty chintzy party the boss threw. 

chin’-up’, n. [count] an act or instance of chinning a 
horizontal bar or the like. 

chip (chip) /tfip/ n., v., chipped, chip-ping. —n. [count] 
1. a small, slender piece, such as of wood, separated by 
chopping or breaking: Wood chips flew everywhere. 2. a 
very thin slice or small piece of food, candy, etc.: potato 
chips; chocolate chips 3. a mark or flaw made by the 
breaking off of a small piece: This glass has a chip. 4. a 
small round disk, used as a token for money in roulette, 
poker, etc.; counter: He put alt his chips on number fif- 
teen. 5. Also called microchip. a tiny slice of semicon- 
ducting material on which a transistor or an integrated 
circuit is formed: mernory chips for computers. 6. chips, 
[plural Chiefly Brit. FRENCH FRIES. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to 
break off or gouge out (a bit): He chipped the paint off 
the walt, 8. to cut or break a bit or fragment (from): [~ 
+ obj): to chip a tooth. (no obj): My tooth chipped when 
} fel. 9. {~ + obj] to shape or produce by cutting or 
flaking away pieces: to chip a figure out of wood. 10. 
chip in, a. [~ + in + obj] to give as one’s share; con- 
tribute: We each chipped in five dollars. b. [no obj) to 
share a cost or burden by giving money, aid, or the like: 
Let's chip in on a birthday cake. c. (no obj] to interrupt a 
conversation and add one’s own remarks: Right in the 
middle of my talk someone chipped in. —Idiom. 11. 
chip off the old block, a person who strongly resem- 
bles a parent: His son is a chip off the old block. 12. 
have a chip on one’s shoulder, to be constantly angry 
or ready to quarrel or fight. 13. when the chips are 
down, when the need for support is greatest: This is one 
guy who'll help you when the chips are down. 

chipemunk (chip’mungk) /‘tfipmagk/ n. [count] a small, 
striped ground squirrel. 

chipped’ beef’, n. [noncount) thin slices of dried beef, 
often served in a cream sauce. 

chip-per (chip’ar) /‘tfipor/ adj. marked by or being in 
light, good humor; vivacious; jaunty; cheerful: + was feel- 
ing chipper after a brisk walk. 

chip’ shot’, n. (count) a shot in golf on approaching a 
green that is intentionally hit high into the air: His chip 
shot landed on the green and Stayed there. 

chiro-, prefix. chiro- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “hand.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CHIROPODIST, CHIROPRACTOR. 

chi-rop-o-dist (ki rop’a dist, ki-) /ki'ropadist, kay-/ n. 
[count] PODIATRIST. —chi-rop/oedy, n. [noncount) See 
-POD-. 

chi-rro-prac-tor (kirə prak/ter) /,kayra'prektor/ n. 
[count] a person trained in a system of medicine for 
treatment of the back, based upon the interactions of the 
spine and nervous system: Chiropractors treat patients by 
adjusting parts of the spinat column. 

chirp (chirp) /tfsrp/ n. (count) 1. the short, sharp sound 
made by small birds. 2. any similar sound, esp. of a 
cheerful, excited tone: She fet out a chirp of delight. —v. 
3. [no obj] to make the sound of a chirp: Birds chirped 
outside my window. 4. (used with quotations] to say or 
express with such a sound: “Good morning!” she chirped 
happily. —chirp/er, n. [count] 

chis-el (chiz’al) /‘tfizal/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a metal tool like a 
wedge with a cutting edge at the end of the blade, used 
for cutting or shaping wood, stone, etc. —v. 2. (~ + obj] 
to shape or fashion by or as if by a chisel: He chiseled a 
hole in the wood. 3. Slang. [~ + obj + out of + obj) a. 
to cheat or swindie (someone): He chiseled her out of 
her money. b. to get (money) by cheating or trickery: He 
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chiseled the money out of her. —chis/el-er; esp. Brit., 
chis/el-ler, n. [count] 

chit! (chit) /tfit/ n. [count] 1. a signed note for money 
owed for food, drink, etc. 2. any receipt or similar docu- 
ment, esp. of an informal nature. 

chit? (chit) /tfit/ n. [count] 1. a child. 2. a lively young 
woman. 

chit-chat (chit/chat/) /‘tfit,tfat/ n., v., -chat-ted, -chat- 
ting. —n. [noncount) 1. light conversation; gossip: some 
chitchat about the new boss. —v. [no obj] 2. to talk eas- 
ily or casually. 

chit-ter-lings or chit-lings or chitelins (chit/linz, 
-lingz) /'tfitlinz, -lijz/ n. the small intestine of swine, 
esp. prepared as food: [count; used with a Singular or 
plural verb): The chitlings were thrown into the pot. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb): Chitlings cooked 
southern style is their favorite dish. 

chiveal-rous (shiv’al ras) /‘fivalras/ adj. 1. having the 
qualities of chivalry. 2. considerate and courteous to 
women; gallant: chivalrous men. —chiv/al-rous-ly, adv. 
—chiv/al-rous-ness, n. [noncount] 

chivealery (shiv’al rē) /‘Sivalriy/ n. (noncount] 1. the 
qualities expected of a knight, including courage, gener- 
osity, and courtesy. 2. the institution of knighthood in 
the Middle Ages. 

chive (chiv) /tfayv/ n. [count] Usually, chives. [plural] a 
small bulb-shaped plani, related to the onion. 

chlo-ride (klér/id, Kldr’-) /‘klorayd, 'klowr-/ n. [non- 
count] a compound containing chlorine, as methyl chlo- 
ride. 

chlo-rienate (klér’a nat’, klōr/-) /'klora,neyt, 'klowr-/ v. 
[~ + obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to treat (something, such 
as water) with chlorine, esp. for disinfecting: They chlori- 
nated the swimming pool to disinfect it. —chlorriena: 
tion (klér’a na/shan, kldr/-) /,klora'neyfon, ,klowr-/ n. 
(noncount) 

chlo-rine (klôr/ēn, klōr/-) /‘kloriyn, 'klowr-/ n. [non- 
count) an element, a heavy, greenish yellow poisonous 
gas, used to purify water and to make bleaching powder. 

chloroform (klôr/ə form’, klōr7-) /'klorə,form, 'klowr-/ 
n. [noncount] 1. a colorless liquid used chiefly in medi- 
cine to dissolve other substances, and once used as an 
anesthetic. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to administer chloroform to, 
esp. in order to make unconscious or Kill. 

chlorophyll or chlosro-phyl (klôr/a fil, klor?-) 
klorofil, 'klowr-/ n. [noncount) the green substance in 
plant leaves that produces food by photosynthesis. 

chm. or chmn., an abbreviation of: chairman. 

chock (chok) /tfok/ n. [count] 1. a wedge or block hold- 
ing an object steady: Place a chock behind one wheet be- 
fore you jack up the car. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to provide 
with or hold in place with a chock or chocks: She 
chocked the car and began to change the tires. 

chock-a-block or chock-a-block (chok’a blok/) 
l'tfoko'blok/ adj. [be + ~ + with] 1. extremely full; 
jammed: The room was chock-a-block with celebrities. 
—adv. 2. in a crowded way; closely; tightly: The room 
was jammed chock-a-block with people. 

chock-full (chok/f60l’”, chuk7-) /'tfok'ful, 'tfak-/ adj. [be 
+ Ņ full to the limit; crammed: This food is chock-fult of 
cholesterol. 

choc-o-late (chô/%kə lit, chok/ə-, chôk/lit, chok/-) 
['tfokalit, 'tfokə-, 'tfoklit, 'tfok-/ n. 1. [noncount] a food 
made from cacao, often sweetened and flavored. 2. 
[count] a piece of candy made from such a preparation: 
a box of chocolates for Valentine's Day. 3. [noncount) a 
syrup or flavoring made from such a preparation: an ice- 
cream sundae with chocolate on top. 4. [noncount) a 
beverage made by dissolving such a preparation in milk 
or water: a mug of hot chocolate. —adj. 5. [before a 
noun] made or flavored with chocolate: a chocolate cake. 
6. having the color of chocolate; dark-brown. —choc/o- 
lat-y, choc/o-lat-ey, adj. 

choice (chois) /tfoys/ n., adj., choic-er, choic-est. —n. 
1. [count] an act or instance of choosing; selection: a 
wise choice of friends. 2. [noncount] the right, power, or 
opportunity to choose: no choice but to go along. 3. 
[count] the person or thing chosen: Bine is my choice for 
the rug. 4. [count] an abundance or variety from which 
to choose: a wide choice of styles. —adj. [before a noun) 
5. worthy of being chosen: choice cuts of meat. 6. care- 
fully selected: a few choice words for his enemies. 
—Idiom. 7. of choice, that is generally preferred: Sur- 
gery might be the treatment of choice for the problem. 
—choice/ly, adv. —choice/ness, n. [noncount]) —Syn. 
CHOICE, ALTERNATIVE, OPTION Suggest the power of choosing 
between things. cHoice implies the opportunity to choose 
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freely: Her choice for dessert was ice crearii. ALTERNATIVE 
suggests a chance to choose only one of a few possibili- 
ties: / had the alternative of going to the party or Staying 
home alone. option emphasizes the right or privilege of 
choosing: He Had the option of taking the prize money or 
a gift. 

choir (kwitr) /kway°r/ n. [count] 1. a group of singers, 
esp. performing in a church service. 2. a group of instru- 
ments of the same kind: a brass choir. See -cHor-. 

choke (chōk) /tfowk/ v., choked, chok-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
stop the breath of (someone) by squeezing or blocking 
the windpipe; strangle: [~ + obj]: Let go of my neck; 
you're choking me. [no obj): He's choking; quick, get a 
doctor. [~ + on + obj]: The baby is choking on that 
Nard candy! 2. [~ + obj] to stop by filling; obstruct; clog: 
Grease choked the drain. 3. {~ + obj) to fill to the limit; 
pack: The closet was choked with toys. 4. to keep back, 
hold back, or suppress (a feeling, etc.): [~ + back/down 
+ obj): She choked back her sobs. [~ + obj + back/ 
down): to choke them down. 5. [no obj; ~ (+ up)] to be- 
come too tense to perform well: / don’t know why I forgot 
my speech; I just choked (up) and couldn't go on. 6. 
choke off, to stop or obstruct by or as if by choking: [~ 
+ off + obj): to choke off the fuel supply. [~ + obj + 
off}: to choke it off 7. choke up, to (cause to) become 
speechless, as from emotion: [no obj): I just choked up 
and couldn't say a thing. [~ + obj + up]: This award 
chokes me up; | dont know what to say. —n. [count] 8. 
the act or sound of choking. 9. any mechanism that reg- 
ulates the flow of elements by blocking a Passage. 

choke-point (chok/point’) /'tfowk,poynt/ n. [count] a 
place of greatest congestion; bottleneck: The tolls at that 
bridge were the biggest chokepoint on the highway. 

chok-er (chd/kar) /'tfowkar/ n. [count] 1. one that 
chokes. 2. something fitting snugly around the neck, 
such as a necklace or high collar. 

chol-erea (kol/ar a) /'kolərə/ n. [noncount] a contagious 
infection of the small intestine caused by bacteria and 
transmitted through drinking water. —chol-e-ra-ic (kol/- 
ə ra/ik) /,kolo'reyik/ adj. 

cho-les-ter-ol (ka les/ta rol’, -rdl/) /ka'lesta,rowl, -,rol/ 
n. [noncount] a substance found in animal fats: high 
levels Of cholesterol in the blood. 

chomp (chomp) /tfomp/ v., n. cHamp!. 

choose (chdoz) /tfuwz/ v., chose (ch6z) /tfowz/ cho-sen 
(cho/zan) /'tfowzan/ choos-ing. —v. 1. to select from a 
number of possibilities; pick by preference: [~ + obj): 
She chose July for her wedding. [no obj]: Choose care- 
fully. 2. [~ + to + verb] to prefer or decide (to do 
something): to choose to speak. 3. choose up, a. [~ + 
up + obj) to select the team members of: chose up 
sides before the game. b. [no obj) to pick players for op- 
posing teams. ~—Related Words. cHoose is a verb, 
CHOICE is a noun and an adjective, cHoosy is an adjective: 
He chose Susan as a dance partner. His choice was Su- 
san. That was a choice piece of meat. He is a choosy 
Shopper. 

choos-y (chd0/zé) /'tfuwziy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. hard to 
please; very particular, esp. in making a selection. 
—choos/’i-ness, n. [noncount] 

chop! (chop) /tfop/ v., chopped, chop-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
cut or separate (something) with quick, heavy blows, us- 
ing a sharp tool like an ax: [~ + down/off + obj): to 
chop down a tree. She chopped off a branch. {no obj]: 
He chopped at the tree but couldn't make a dent in it. 2. 
[~ (+ up) + obf) to cut into smaller pieces; mince: to 
chop (up) celery. 3. [~ + obj) to hit with a sharp, down- 
ward stroke: He chopped the guard on the neck. —n. 
[count] 4. an act or instance of chopping: One chop and 
the wood was split. 5. an individual cut or portion of 
lamb, mutton, pork, or veal, usually containing a rib: bar- 
becued pork chops. 6. an area of choppy water: sailing 
in a rough chop. 

chop? (chop) /tfop/ n. [count] Usually, chops. [pluran 1. 
the jaw. 2. the lower part of the cheek; the flesh over the 
lower jaw. 

chop? (chop) /tfop/ n. [count] a stamp or seal used as 
an identification mark, esp. in the Far East: He put his 
chop on the bank form and let us go. 

chop-per (chopar) /'tfopar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that chops. 2. a short ax with a large blade, used 
for cutting up meat. 3. a helicopter: Choppers with 
wounded were landing. 4. a motorcycle. —v. [no obj] 5. 
to travel by helicopter or motorcycle: They choppered 
over to the landing zone. 

chop-py (chop/é) /‘tfopiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. 1. (of the 
sea, a lake, etc.) forming short, irregular, broken waves. 
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2. uneven in style: short choppy sentences. —chop- 
pily (chop’a lē) /'tfopaliy/ adv. —chop/pi-ness, n. 
{noncount] 

chopsstick (chop/stik’) /'tfop,stik/ r. [count] one of a 
pair of thin sticks held between the thumb and fingers 
and used as an eating utensil. 

chop’ su/ey (chop/soo/é) tfop'suwiy/ n. [noncount) a 
Chinese-style dish of meat and vegetables, usually served 
with rice. 

-chor-, root. -chor- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “sing, dance.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CHOIR, CHORAL, CHORD, CHOREOGRAPH, CHOREOGRA- 
PHY, CHORISTER, CHORUS. 

chorral (kér/al, kGr/-) /‘koral, ‘kowr-/ adj. [before a 
noun] of a chorus or a choir: a choral hym. See -cHor-. 

chord! (kérd) /kord/ n. [count] 1. a feeling or emotion: 
Your story struck a sympathetic chord in me. 2. the 
Straight line between two points on a given curve. 

chord? (kérd) /kord/ n. [count] a combination of three or 
more musical tones sounded at the same time. See 
-CHOR-. 

chore (chor, chor) /tfor, tfowr/ n. [count] 1. a small or 
routine job to do. 2. chores, [plural] the everyday work 
around a house or farm: Finish your chores and then you 
can go out. 3. a hard or unpleasant task: a real chore to 
stand on line to buy food every day. 

cho-re-o-graph (kér/é ə graf’, kOr/-) /'koriyo,gref, 
'kowr-/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to provide the choreography for: 
to choreograph a ballet. 2. to manage or direct: choreo- 
graphing all aspects of a political career. See -cHor-. 

cho-re-og-ra-phy (kér/é og/ra fé, kor/-) 
/|koriy'ogrofiy, ,kowr-/ n. [noncount] 1. the art of com- 
posing ballets and other dances and planning the 
movements and patterns of dancers: She studied chore- 
ography with a famous dance coach. 2. the movements 
and patterns composed for a dance: spellbinding chore- 
ography. —cho/re-og/ra-pher, n. [count] —chorre-o- 
graphvic (kôr/ē a grafik, kōr/-) /|koriya'grefik, ,\kowr-/ 
adj. —cho/re-o-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. See -cHOR-, -GRAPH-. 

chor-iseter (kôr/a star, kor/-) /‘korastor, 'kor-/ n. 
[count] a singer in a choir. See -cHor-. 

chor-tle (chdér/tl) /‘tfortl/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to 
chuckle gleefully: [no obj]: She chortled quietly to her- 
self. [~ + obj]: to chortle one’s joy. —n. [count] 2. a 
gleeful chuckle. —chor/tler, n. [court] 

chorrus (kér/as, kor/-) /'koros, 'kowr-/ n., pl. -rus-es, v., 
-rused, -rus-ing. —n. [count] 1. a. a group of persons 
singing together: She sang in her school chorus. b. (in 
an opera) such a group singing choral parts with individ- 
ual singers: a Greek chorus. c. a piece of music for sing- 
ing in unison. d. a part of a song played or sung at re- 
peated parts in a song; refrain: The song had a catchy 
Chorus. 2. singing, speaking, or expressing something at 
the same time or with the same message: a chorus of 
Jeers. 3. (in a musical show) those performers who sing 
or dance as a group and do not play starring roles. —v. 
4. to sing or speak simultaneously: [~ + obj]: They all 
chorused their praise. {used with quotations]: “Oh, not 
us!” they chorused. —Idiom. 5. in chorus, at the same 
time; in unison: The class answered the question in cho- 
rus. See -CHOR-. 

chose (ch6z) /tfowz/ v. pt. of CHOOSE. 

choersen (chd/zan) /'tfowzan/ v. 1. pp. of CHOOSE. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. selected from several; preferred: my 
chosen profession. 3. ELect (def. 8). —n. 4. the chosen, 
(plural; used with a plural verb] etect (def. 9): Only the 
chosen are allowed past these doors. 

chow (chou) /tfaw/ n. [noncount] Slang. 1. food, esp. a 
meal: thought Army chow was pretty awful. —v. [no obj) 
2. chow down, to eat, esp. heartily. 

chow-der (chou/dar) /'tfawdar/ n. [roncount] a thick 
soup usually made with seafood or vegetables, potatoes, 
milk, and various seasonings: clarn chowder; corn chow- 
der. 

chow’ mein’ (man) /meyn/ n. [noncournt] a Chinese- 
style dish of vegetables, shredded meat, and fried noo- 
dles. 

Chr., an abbreviation of: 1. Christ. 2. Christian. 

Christ (krist) /krayst/ n. 1. [proper noun] Jesus of Naza- 
reth, held by Christians to be the son of God and the 
Messiah. 2. (often: the + ~] (in the New Testament) the 
Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. 3. [count] 
someone regarded as similar to Jesus of Nazareth: Sev- 
eral false Christs proclaimed themselves. —Christ/like’, 
adj. 

chris-ten (kris’an) /‘krisan/ v. [~ + obj}, 1. to receive 
into the Christian church by baptism: baptize: The minis- 
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ter cliristened our daughter. 2. {~ + obj + proper 
noun] to give a name to at baptism: She was christened 
Anne. 3. to name and dedicate: christened the ship by 
breaking a bottle of champagne against it. 4. to make 
use of for the first time: Let’s christen the new silverware. 
—chris’ten-er, n. (count) —chris/ten-ing, n. (count): 
attended a christening. 

Chris-tenedom (kris’on dəm) /'krisondom/ n. [non- 
count) 1. Christians thought of as a group: in the name 
of all Christendom. 2. the Christian world, ideas, etc.: the 
spread of Christendom through the empire. 

Chrisetian (kris’chan) /'kristfan/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or derived from Jesus Christ or His teachings: Christian 
ideals. 2. of, relating to, or belonging to the religion 
based on the teachings of Jesus Christ: a southern Chris- 
tian church. 3. exhibiting a spirit proper to a follower of 
Jesus Christ: a Christian attitude toward her enemies. 
—n. [count] 4. a person who professes belief in Jesus 
Christ; an adherent of Christianity. 5. a person who ex- 
emplifies the teachings of Christ: a real Christian to us in 
our time of need. 

Chris-tiean-eistty (kris/chēë an/i tē) /,kristfiy'enitiy/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the Christian religion, including the Catho- 
lic, Protestant, Eastern, and Orthodox churches. 2. Chris- 
tian beliefs or practices. 3. CHRISTENDOM. 

Chris’tian name’, n. [count] the name given to one at 
baptism, as distinguished from the family name; given 
name. 

Christ-mas (kris’mas) /'krismos/ n. [noncount; count] 
the annual festival of the Christian church commemorat- 
ing Jesus’ birth, celebrated in the Western Church on De- 
cember 25. 

Christ/mas tree’, n. [count] an evergreen tree, or an 
artificial tree that resembles one, decorated at Christmas 
with ornaments and lights. 

-chrom-, root. -chrom- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “color.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CHROMATIC, CHROMOSOME, MONOCHROME. 

chro-mastic (kro mat/ik, kra-) /krow 'matik, kra-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to color. 2. of or naming a musical scale 
in which the notes progress by half tones. See -CHROM-. 
chrome (krom) /krowm/ n. {noncount] 1. (not in techni- 
cal use) CHRoMiuM (def. 1). 2. chromium-plated or other 
bright metallic trim, as on an automobile. 

chroemieum (kro/mé əm) /'krowmiyam/ n. (noncount) 
1. a bright, shiny metal element used in making alloy 
steels. 2. (not in technical use) CHROME (def. 2). 
chroemo-some (krō/mə som’) /'krowmo,sowm/ n. 
[count] one of a set of threadlike structures in a cell that 
carry the genes determining an individual's inherited 
traits: There are 23 pairs of chromosomes in the human 
body. —chro/mo:-so/mal, adj. See -CHROM-, -SOM-. 
-chron-, root. -chron- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “time.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ANACHRONISM, CHRONIC, CHRONICLE, CHRONOLOGY, SYN- 
CHRONIZE. 
chron., an abbreviation of: 1. chronicle. 2. chronologi- 
cal. 3. chronology. 
chronsic (kron/ik) /‘kronik/ adj. 1. [usually: before a 
noun] being such habitually or for a long time: a chronic 
liar, 2. (of a disease) lasting a long time; coming back 
again frequently: chronic bronchitis. Compare acute. 3. 
[before a noun] (of a person) having long had a disease 
or the like: a chronic drug abuser. —chron/i-calely, 
adv.: They are chronically late for work. See -CHRON-. 
chroneiecle (kron/i kəl) /‘kronikol/ n., v., -cled, -cling. 
—n. [count] 1. a record of events in the order in which 
they occurred: the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles of King Al- 
fred's reign. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to record in or as if in a 
chronicle; set down: The novel chronicles the generals 
rise to power atid his subsequent fall. —chron/i-cler, n. 
[count] See -CHRON-. 
chron-o-log-i-cal (kron/l oj/i kal) /,kron! 'nd31 kəl/ adj. 
of or relating to chronology: the chronological order of 
events. —chron/o-log/i-cal-ly, adv. See -CHRON-. 
chro-nol-oegy (kra nol’a jé) /kra'nolad3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 

1. [count] a table or list of the order in which things oc- 
cur; the order in which things occur: Give us a chronol- 
ogy of the events. 2. [norcount] the science of arranging 
time in periods and figuring the dates and historical or- 
der of past events. —chro-nol/o-gist, chro-nol’o-ger, 11. 
[court] See -CHRON-. 

chryseaslis (kris’a lis) /‘krisalis/ sı. [count], pl. chrysea- 

lisses, chry-sal-iedes (kri sal/i déz’) /kri'swlidiyz/. a 
moth or butterfly in the stage between a larva and an 
adult. 

chry-san-theemum (kri san’tha mam) /kri'sxwn0amom/ 
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n. [count] 1. a garden plant having autumn flowers in 
many different colors and sizes. 2. the flower of any such 
plant. 

chub-by (chub/é) /'tfabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. round 
and plump: a chubby face. —chub/bi-ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

chuck! (chuk) /tfak/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to toss; throw: 
Chuck the ball over here! 2. to throw away; throw out: 
Can't we chuck all these old boxes? 3. to resign from: 
He's chucked his job and gone to live in the mountains. 
4. to pat or tap lightly, as under the chin: / chucked my 
niece under her chin. —n. [count] 5. a light pat or tap: a 
little chuck under the chin. 6. a toss; pitch. 

chuck? (chuk) /tfak/ n. 1. (noncount] the cut of beef be- 
tween the neck and the shoulder blade: ground chuck for 
hamburgers. 2. [count] a block or log used as a chock. 

chuck? (chuk) /tfak/ n. {noncount] food; provisions: A 
chuck wagon was a wagon that carried the cowboys’ 
food. 

chuckehole (chuk/hdl’) /‘tfak,howl/ n. [count] a hole in 
a road; pothole. 

chuckele (chuk/al) /'tfakol/ v., -led, -ling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to laugh in a soft, quiet manner: chuckling at his 
odd ideas. —n. [count] 2. a soft, quiet laugh: a little 
chuckle. 

chug’ (chug) /tfag/ n, v, chugged, chug-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a short, dull, explosive sound: the steady chug 
of an engine. —v. {no obj] 2. to make this sound: The 
motor chugged. 3. to move while making this sound: 
The train chugged up the side of the mountain. 

chug? (chug) /tfag/ v., chugged, chug-ging. to chug-a- 
lug. 

chug-a-lug (chug/a lug’) /'tfagoa ,lag/ v., -lugged, -lug: 
ging. Slang. to drink (a large amount of beer) all at 
once: {~ + obj]: chug-a-lugging pitchers of beer. {no 
obj): sick from a night of chug-a-lugging. 

chum (chum) /tfam/ n., v., chummed, chum-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a close companion or friend; pal: college 
chums. —v. 2. chum around with, [~ + around + with 
+ obj] to associate with (someone) closely: chumming 
around with bad people. 

chummy (chum/é) /'tfamiy/ adj, -mirer, -mirest. 
friendly; close; sociable: He was chummy with the boss. 
—chum-miely (chum/a lē) /'tfamaliy/ adv.: put his arm 
chummily around his friend's shoulder. —chum/mi- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

chump (chump) /tfamp/ n. [count] 1. Informal. a per- 
son easily fooled; a fool: He was such a chump to believe 
her lies. —Idiom. 2. off one’s chump, Brit. crazy. 

chunk (chungk) /tfagk/ n. [court] 1. a thick mass, lump, 
or piece of anything; hunk: a chunk of meat. 2. a large 
or significant amount of something: A large chunk of the 
budget went for defense spending. 

chunk-y (chung/kē) /'tfankiy/ adj., -iver, -irest. 1. (of 
people) thick or stout; stocky: The coach put the chunky 
guy on the line where his weight was an advantage. 2. in 
chunks: full of chunks: chunky soup. —chunk-ily 
(chung/ka lē) /'tfagkaliy/ adv. —chunk/i-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

church (chiirch) /tfsrtf/ n. 1. [count] a building for pub- 
lic Christian worship. 2. [noncount] a religious service in 
such a building: late for church again. 3. [sometimes: 
Church] a. [the + ~ count; usually singular] the whole 
body of Christian believers; Christendom: The Church 
faces a crisis in leadership. b. [count] any major division 
of this body; a Christian denomination: Several churches 
took positions against the amendment. c. {noncount] the 
clergy or church officials who have authority in decisions: 
What is the church's position on this issue? 4. {non- 
count] organized religion as distinguished from the state: 
the separation of church and Slate. 

churchegorer (chirch’gd/ar) /'tfartf,gowar/ n. [count] 
a person who goes to church, esp. regularly. —church/- 
go/’ing, n. noncount] 

churcheman (chûrch/mən) /'tfərtfmən/ n., pi. -men. 
CLERGYMAN. 

Church’ of England, n. [proper noun] the estab- 
lished church in England. 

church-yard (chûrch/yärd/) /'tfart{,yard/ n. (count) the 
ground near a church, used as a graveyard. 

churlish (chûr/lish) /‘tfarlf/ adj. grouchy; bad- 
tempered; rude and impolite: was spoken to roughly by a 
churlish clerk. —churVish-ly, adv. —churl/ish-ness, n. 
(noncount] 

churn (chûrn) /tf{arn/ n. [count] 1. a machine in which 
cream is beaten to make butter. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to 
shake, beat, or stir vigorously to make into butter: fo 
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churn cream. 3. to shake or move about vigorously or vi- 
olently: [~ (+ up) + obj): The storm churned (up) the 
sea. [~ + obj + up): The storm churned it up. {rio obj): 
The sea was Churning and the boat rocked back and 
forth. 4. [no obj) to have a feeling or sensation as if 
moving or shaking: His stomach was churning from anxi- 
ely. 5. churn out, to produce quickly as if by machine 
and in large numbers or great quantity: [~ + out + obj): 
She was churning out numerous articles atid book re- 
views. [~ + obj + out): She was churning them out rap- 
idly. —churn/er, n. [count] 

chute’ (shoot) /fuwt/ n. [count] 1. a sloping trough or 
shaft for sending water, grain, etc., to a lower level: a 
mail chute; a laundry chute. 2. a waterfall or steep de- 
scent, as in a river. 3. a water slide, as at an amusement 
park. 

chute? (shoot) /fuwt/ n. [count] a parachute. —chut/ist, 
n. (count) 

chuteney (chut/né) /'tfatniy/ n. [norcount] a strong- 
tasting relish of Indian origin combining fruit, vinegar, 
sugar, and spices. 

chutz-pa or chutz-pah (kndot/spa, hdot/-) /'khutspo, 
‘hut-/ n. [noncount] Slang. boldness; impudence: You 
have a lot of chutzpah asking for still more money. 

CIA or C.I.A., an abbreviation of: Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

ciao (chou) /tfaw/ interj. (used in greeting or parting): 
“Ciao,” she answered with a little wave of her hard. 

ci-caeda (si kā/də, -ka/-) /si'keyda, -'ka-/ n. [count], pl. 
-das, -dae (-dé). a large insect, maturing in cycles of 5 to 
17 years, the adult male of which produces a prolonged 
high-pitched, shrill sound. 

-cide-', root. -cide- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “kill; cut down”. This meaning is found in such 
words aS: GENOCIDE, GERMICIDE, HERBICIDE, HOMICIDE, INSECTI- 
CIDE, MATRICIDE, PATRICIDE, SUICIDE. 

-cide-’, rool. -cide- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fall, happen.” It is related to -cav-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words aS: ACCIDENT, INCIDENT. 

ci-der (si/dar) /'saydor/ n. [noncount] the juice pressed 
from apples. 

cigar (si gar’) /si'gar/ n. [count] 1. a cylinder of tobacco 
prepared for smoking: some fine Havana cigars. 
—Idiom. 2. no cigar, (used to indicate that an effort 
was not good enough to achieve or accomplish some- 
thing): a nice try, but no cigar. 

cigarette or cigaret (sig’a ret’) /siga'ret/ n. 
[count] a narrow, short roll of finely cut tobacco wrapped 
in thin paper. 

cigearrillo (sig/a ril/5) /,siga'rilow/ n. [count], pl. -los. a 
small, thin cigar. 

cielanetro (si lan/trd, -lan/-) /si'lantrow, -'len-/ n. [non- 
count] CORIANDER (def. 1). 

cinch (sinch) /sintf/ n. [count] 1. a strong rope for hold- 
ing a pack or saddle: figlitening the cinches. 2. [a + ~) 
Informal. a. something sure or easy: Fixing this leak was 
a cinch. b. a person or thing certain to fulfill an expecta- 
tion: She's a cinch to win the contest. It's a cinch that 
she'll win the contest. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to tie on or fas- 
ten with a cinch: They cinched the packs to the horse. 4. 
Informal. to make sure of; guarantee: Your support will 
cinch the deal. 

cin-der (sin/dar) /'sındər/ n. [count] 1. a burned piece of 
coal, wood, etc.: a smoldering cinder. 2. cinders, [plu- 
ral) anything left over after burning; ashes: Cinders from 
the volcano fell on the car. 3. to a cinder, completely 
black: The cookies she had left in the oven had burned 
to a Cinder. 

cinema (sin’a mə) /'sıinəmə/ n., pl. -mas. 1. [non- 
court] motion pictures, as an art or industry: The cinema 
was her life. 2. [count] a motion-picture theater: Which 
cinema has the new horror movie? —cin-e-mateic (sin/- 
ə matik) /,sina'metik/ adj. 

cin-eema-tog-ra-phy (sin’o moa tog/ra fē) /,sina- 
moa'togrofiy/ n. [noncount] the art or technique of mo- 
tion-picture photography. —cin’e-ma-tog/ra-pher, n. 
[count] See -GRAPH-. 

cin’é-ma véeri-té/ (ver/i ta’) /,veri'tey/ n. [noncount] a 
technique of filmmaking in which the camera records ac- 
tual persons and events without the director intervening 
or interfering. 

cinenasmon (sin’a man) /'sinsmon/ n. [noncount) a 
sweet-smelling spice made from the inner bark of vari- 
ous Asian trees of the laurel family. 

cipher (si/far) /‘sayfar/ n. [count] 1. zero. 2. any of the 
Arabic numerals or figures. 3. a person or thing of little 
or no value; nothing: was a mere cipher in that depart- 
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ment. 4 a. a secret method of writing, as by code: de- 
veloped a cipher to use in corurniunicating. b. writing 
done by such a method; a coded message: We couldn't 
read the ciplier. 5. the key to a secret method of writing: 
She uncovered the cipher after days of analysis. —v. [~ 
+ obj} 6. to write in or as in cipher: cipliered rnessages. 
Also, esp. Brit., cypher. 

cir., an abbreviation of: 1. about; circa (used with years): 
cir. 1800. 2. circular. 

circ., an abbreviation of: 1. about; circa (used with 
years): circ. 1800. 2. circuit. 3. circular. 4. circulation. 

circa (stir’ka) /'ssrkə/ prep., adv. (used before a date) 
about; approximately: landed in North America circa 
1000. 

circle (stir’kal) /'sarkol/ n, v., -cled, -cling. —n. 
[count] 1. a closed curve consisting of all the points at a 
given distance from the center: She drew a circle. 2. the 
flat surface or plane made up by such a curve: "“Some- 
where in this circle is our missing submarine,” said the 
general. 3. any ringlike object or arrangement: a circle of 
dancers. 4. the area within which something acts, exerts 
influence, etc.; realm; sphere: a wide circle of influence. 
5. a number of persons joined by something in common: 
a circle of friends. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to enclose in a cir- 
cle: Circle the correct answer. 7. to move in a circle 
around: [~ + obj]: The police circled the house cau- 
tiously. [no obj): The squadron circled at 20,000 feet. 8. 
[~ + obj]to bypass; go around; evade: The ship circled 
the iceberg. —Idiom. 9. come full circle, to find one- 
self back where one started: We'd come full circle in our 
tour of the city. —eir/cler, n. [count] 

cir-clet (sir/klit) /‘sarklit/ n. [count] 1. a small circle. 2. 
a ring or ring-shaped ornament. 

Cirecuit (sûr/kit) /'sarkit/ n. [count] 1. a circular journey: 
the earth's circuit around the sun. 2. a regular journey 
from place to place, as by salespeople covering a route: 
the carnpus lecture circuit. 3. the line around any area or 
object; the distance around an area or object: a complete 
circuit of the whole town. 4. the complete path of an 
electric current: This diagram shows all the circuits and 
where they connect. 5. a means of transmitting signals, 
usually two channels: Our circuits have been broken; can 
we re-establish communication? 6. a number of theaters 
or the like controlled by one management. 

cir’cuit break/er, 1. [count] a device for stopping the 
flow of electricity through an electric circuit: old fuses re- 
placed with circuit breakers. 

cir’cuit court’, n. [count] a court that holds sessions 
at various intervals in different sections of a judicial dis- 
trict. 

cirecu.ietous (sər kydo/i tas) /sar'kyuwitos/ adj. going 
around instead of in a straight line; roundabout; not di- 
rect: The agent took a circuitous route back to her hotel. 
—cir-cu/i-tous-ly, adv. —cir-cu/i-tous:ness, n. [non- 
court) 

cir-cuitery (siir/ki tré) /'sarkitriy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
parts or pieces of an electric circuit: the circuitry in these 
old houses. 2. the plan or system of such a circuit. 

cirecuslar (stir’kya lər) /'sarkyalar/ adj. 1. having the 
form of a circle; round: A bright, circular object suddenly 
appeared in the sky. 2. (usually: before a noun] of or re- 
lating to a circle: the circular diameter. 3. moving in or 
forming a circle or a circuit: a circular path. 4. attempt- 
ing to prove a conclusion by using a statement that de- 
pends on the conclusion: a circular argument. 5. [before 
a noun)(of a letter, etc.) intended for general circulation. 
—n. [count] 6. a letter or notice intended for the public 
or for anyone to see: Ste posted the circular on the bul- 
letin board. —cir-cuclar-i-tty (sûr/kyə lari tē) 
/sarkya'leritiy/ n. [noncount] —cir’cuclarely, adv. 

cirecuslate (sûr/kyə lat’) /'sarkya,lcyt/ v., -lateed, -lato 
ing. 1. to move in a circle or circuit, such as blood in the 
body: [no obj): Fresh air circulated down to our cabin in 
the ship. [~ + obj): That system circulates blood to all 
parts of the body. 2. [no obj] to pass from place to 
place, from person to person, etc.: / circulated among 
the guests during the party. 3. (of materials in a library) 
to (Cause to) be available on loan outside the library: [no 
obj): This book doesn't circulate because it’s a reference 
book. [~ + obj]: We don't circulate reference books. 4. 
to (cause to) pass or be sold from place to place, etc.; 
disseminate; distribute: [~ + obj]: She promised to cir- 
culate a report. [no obj]: The report of his death was cir- 
culating quickly through the town. 

cirscuslastion (sûr/kyə lā/shən) /,sarkya'leyfon/ m. 1. 
[noncount] an act or instance of circulating or being cir- 
culated. 2. [oncount] the continuous movement of 
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blood through the heart and blood vessels, pumped by 
the heart: His poor circulation was keeping hin weak. 3. 
[noncount) any similar circuit, such as of the sap in 
plants or air currents in a room: Turn on the fan; maybe 
that will help the circulation in this room. 4. the number 
of items distributed over a given period, such as copies 
of a newspaper sold by a publisher, or books lent by a li- 
brary: [noncount): The newspaper increased circulation 
to 30,000 copies a day. (count; usually singular): a circu- 
lation of over 500,000 in just one year. 5. [noncount] the 
total of coins, bills, etc., in use as money. 

cirecurla-toery (stir’kya lə tôr/ē, -tor/é) /'ssrkyə lə 
toriy, -,towriy/ adj. [before a noun) of or relating to the 
system of organs and tissues involved in circulating 
blood and Iymph through the body. 

circum-, prefix. circum- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “round, around.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: CIRCUIT, CIRCUITOUS, CIRCUMCISE, CIRCUMFER- 
ENCE, CIRCUMLOCUTION, CIRCUMNAVIGATE, CIRCUMSTANCE, CIR- 
CUMVENT, CIRCUS. 

cirecum:-cise (sur/kam siz’) /'s3rkom,sayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-cised, -cis-ing. 1. to remove the foreskin of (a male). 2. 
to remove the Clitoris of (a female). —cir-cum-cis-ion 
(sûr/kəm sizh’an) /,s3rkom'sizan/ n. [count]: performed 
two circumecisions. [noncount]: Circumcision is a rite 
among sore peoples. See -CISE-. 

cirecum-fer-ence (sor kum/fer ans) /sor'kamforans/ n. 
[count] 1. the outer boundary, esp. of a circular area; 
perimeter: We walked around the circumference of the 
lake. 2. the length of such a boundary: The circumfer- 
ence of a circle is equal to m times the diameter. See 
-FER-. 

cirscumeflex (sûr/kəm fleks’) /'sarkom,fleks/ n. [count] 
a mark ( ^, ~, or ~) placed over a vowel in some lan- 
quages or phonetic systems to indicate that the vowel is 
pronounced with a particular quality or quantity. See 
-FLECT-, -FLEX-. 

cirecum-lo-cusrtion (stir’kam 16 kydd’shan) /,s3rko- 
mlow'kyuwfon/ n. a roundabout or indirect way of 
speaking: [count]: a long-winded circuntiocution to the 
effect that | was fired. [noncount): Enough circurmlocu- 
tion; just get to the point. See -LOC-, -LOQ-. 
cirecumenav-i-gate (sûr/kom navi gat’) = /,sark- 
əm'nævı,geyt/ v. [~ + obj], -gat-ed, -gat-ing. to sail or 
fly completely around: The explorer Circumnavigated the 
globe. See -NAV-. 

cirecum:scribe (stir’kam skrib’) /'sarkom,skrayb/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -seribed, -scrib-ing. 1. to draw a line around; 
encircle. 2. to keep or enclose (something) within 
bounds; restrict: His powers were carefully circuniscribed. 
See -SCRIB-. 

cirecum-spect (siir’kom spekt’/) /'sarkom,spekt/ adj. 
watchful and careful; avoiding risks: circumspect behav- 


ior. —cirecum-spec-tion (stir’kam spek/shan) /,s3rk- 
am'spekfon/ nu. [noncount] —cir/cum-spect’ly, adv. 
See -SPEC-. 


cirecumestance (siir’kom stans’) /'s3rkom,stens/ n. 1. 
Usually, circumstances. [plural] the conditions sur- 
rounding or affecting something: What were the 
circumstances of his death? 2. circumstances, [plural] 
the condition or state of a person with respect to income: 
a faniily in reduced circumstances. 3. [count] an inci- 
dent, occurrence, or fact: a fortunate circumstance. 4. 
[noncount] events or actions that cannot be controlled or 
planned; fate: simply a victim of circunistance. 5. {non- 
count} ceremonious display: too much pomp and cir- 
cumstance at the graduation. —Idiom. 6. under no 
circumstances, never, regardless of events or 
conditions: Under no circumstances will you be given a 
second chauce. 7. under the circumstances, because 
of conditions that exist at the moment: Under the 
circumstances we can't let you register for your courses. 
See -STAN-. 

cir-cum-stanetial (sûr/kəm stan/shal) /,s3rkam'stanJol/ 
adj. 1. based on details that imply but do not prove: 
There is strong circumstantial evidence against your cli- 
ent. 2. dealing with circumstances; particular; full of de- 
scriptions. —cir/cumestan/tial-ly, adv. 

cirecum-vent (sir/kem vent’) /,s3rkom'vent/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to go around or bypass: to circunivent a traffic 

jam by taking another route. 2. to avoid (a problem, etc.) 
by tricks: Sie circuuriverited the rule against bribes by de- 
manding and receiving high “cousultaut fees.” —eir’- 
cum-vent/er, cir/cum-ven/tor, si. count) —cir’cum- 
ven/tion, 1. (rioncount) See -VEN-. 

cirecus (sur’kas) /‘sarkas/ n. [count], pl. -cus-es. 1. a 
large public show featuring performing animals, clowns, 
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etc.: tickets to the circus. 2. (in ancient Rome) a large, 
usually U-shaped or oval open-air enclosure surrounded 
by rising rows of seats, for chariot races, etc. 3. Brit. an 
open Circle or plaza where several streets come together: 
Piccadilly Circus. 4. a display of uncontrolled or wild ac- 
tivity: The rneeting soon turned into a Circus. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 5. noisy, wild, or uncontrolled: The quiet 
class had degenerated into a circus atmosphere. —cir/- 
cus-y, adj. 

cirerhoesis (si ro/sis) /si'rowsis/ n. [poncount] a chronic 
disease of the liver in which fibrous tissue replaces nor- 
mal tissue. —cirerhosed/’, adj. —cirerhoteic (si rot/ik) 
/sa'rotik/ adj. 

cirerus (sirfas) /'siras/ n. [noncount) a high-altitude 
cloud having thin white threads or narrow bands. 

-cise-, root. -cise- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “cut (down). ” It is related to -cipe-*. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: CIRCUMCISE, DECISIVE, INCI- 
SION, INCISIVE, INCISOR, PRECISE, SCISSORS. 

cis-tern (sister) /'sistorn/ n. [count] a reservoir, tank, 
or container for storing or holding water or other liquid: a 
cistern on the roof of a building. 

cit., an abbreviation of: 1. citation. 2. cited. 3. citizen. 

cit-a-del (sitə dl, -ə del’) /‘sitadl, -a,del/ n. [count] 1. a 
fortress for defending a city. 2. any strongly fortified 
place; stronghold: a citadel of right-wing economists. 

Ci-taetion (si tā/shən) /say 'teyfən/ n. [count] 1. a quo- 
tation from a passage in writing, used in support of a 
claim: His citations include the most up-to-date scholars 
in the subject. 2. a speech or letter given to praise 
someone for heroic deeds: given five citations for bravery 
in Korea. 3. a summons to appear in a court of law: gave 
me a citation for speeding. 

cite’ (sit) /sayt/ v. [~ + obj], cit-ed, cit-ing. 1. to quote 
(a book, author, etc.), esp. as an authority: He cited Ein- 
stein’s work as proof of this theory. 2. to mention in sup- 
port or argument; refer to as an example: He cited in- 
stances of abuse in the nursing home. 3. to summon to 
appear in court: He was cited for contempt of court. 4. to 
mention (a soldier, etc.) in official dispatches, as for gal- 
lantry: He was cited for bravery in Korea. 5. to praise, as 
for outstanding service or devotion to duty: He was cited 
for his aid to the flood victims. 

cite? (sit) /sayt/ n. citation (def. 1). 

Citeiezen (sita zən, -son) /'sitazan, -son/ n. [connut] a 
member of a state who owes allegiance to its govern- 
ment and is entitled to its protection: She became a citi- 
zen after living here for ten years. 

cit-iezenery (sita zon rē, -sən-) /'sitazanriy, -son-/ n. 
[noncount] citizens thought of as a group: the American 
citizenry. 

cit/izens band’, n. [count] (often: Citizens Band; often 
used before another noun] a band of radio frequencies 
used for short-distance private communications: had citi- 
zens band radios and communicated with each other 
along the highway. Abbr.: CB 

citizenship (sit’a zən ship’, -san-) /'sıtə zon,fip, 
-son-/ n. [roncount) the state or condition of being a citi- 
zen: His citizenship is American because he was born in 
the U.S. 

cit/ric ac/id (si/trik) /‘sitrik/ n. [noncount] a kind of 
acid occurring esp. in citrus fruits, used chiefly as a fla- 
voring. 

citron (si/tran) /'sitran/ n. 1. [count] a pale yellow fruit 
resembling the lemon. 2. [count] the tree itself. 3. [non- 
count] the skin or rind of the fruit candied and preserved. 

cit-rus (si/tras) /'sitras/ n., pl. -rus-es, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] a small tree or shrub of the family that includes 
the lemon, lime, orange, tangerine, and grapefruit. 2. 
[noncount] the fruit of any of these trees or shrubs, hav- 
ing a shiny skin and tart-to-sweet juicy pulp: Most citrus 
is a good source of vitamin C. —adj. (usually: before a 
nour). 3. Also, cit/rous. of or relating to such trees or 
shrubs, or their fruit. 

city (sit7é) /'sitiy/ u. [count], pi. cities. 1. a large or 
important town: She hated life in the city. 2. (usually sin- 
gular} the people who live in a city thought of as a group: 
The entire city is celebrating the arrival of the astronauts. 

cit’y hall”, n. 1. the administration building of a city 
government: [count]: In city halls throughout the state 
mayors are awaiting news of state budget cuts. (proper 
noun): a march on City Hall. 2. [noncount) a city govern- 
ment: City hall wants to fight the new fare increase be- 
cause this is an election year. 3. [nonconnt] Informal. 
bureaucratic rules and requlations, esp. of a city govern- 
ment: You can't fight city hall. 

Civ., an abbreviation of: 1. civil. 2. civilian. 
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Civeic (siv/ik) /'sivik/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relat- 
ing to a city; municipal: a new civic center. 2. of or relat- 
ing to citizenship; civil: civic pride. —civ’i-calely, adv. 

Civics (siv/iks) /'siviks/ n. (noncount; used with a singu- 
lar verb] the study of the privileges and obligations of cit- 
izens: Civics was a course I had in eightl grade. 

Civeil (sivfal) /'sival/ adj. 1. (usually: before a noun) of, 
relating to, or consisting of citizens: civil life; civil society. 
2. [before a nom) of the ordinary life and affairs of citi- 
zens: They had a civil wedding ceremony at City Hall and 
then a religious one in a church. 3. coolly polite; correct 
but not friendly: You could at least give me a civil greet- 
ing in the morning. —civ/illy, adv.: He answered the 
question civilly enough. —civ/ileness, n. [roncount) 
—Related Words. civit is an adjective, CIVILIZATION is a 
noun, Civitize is a verb, Civitizeo is an adjective: He spoke 
with a civil tongue. They study ancient civilizations. They 
tried to civilize the ragtag children they found. They 
werer't very civilized in their behavior. 

civ/il engineer/ing, 1. (roncorrt] the science of the 
design of public works, such as roads, bridges, dams, 
harbors, etc., and the application of this science to the 
supervision of their construction or maintenance. —civ/il 
engineer’, n. [count] 

civilian (si vil’yan) /si'vilyan/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who is not on active duty with a military, naval, police, or 
firefighting organization: Thousands of civilians had been 
killed or injured in the war. —adj. (before a noun) 2. of 
or relating to civilians: civilian casualties. 

civilisty (si vii tē) /si'vilitiy/ sn., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] courtesy; politeness: There is an absence of the 
most basic civility in that city. 2. [count] a polite action or 
expression: the civilities of diplomacy. 

Civeielieza-tion (siv/ə lə za/shan) /,sivala'zeyfan/ m. 1. 
[noncount] an advanced state of human society, in which 
a high level of culture has been reached: Civilization is 
hard to measure, but ancient societies had achieved it. 
2. those people that reached such a state: [noncount]: 
the contributions of ancient Greek civilization. (count): 
great Africarı civilizations of the past. 3. (roncourit] cities 
or populated areas in general: The first thing they did 
when they returned to civilization was to have a decent 
meal. 

Civeislize (siva liz’) /‘siva,layz/ v. [~ + obj), -lized, -liz- 
ing. to bring out of a backward or uneducated state: 
make enlightened or refined: Rome civilized the barbari- 
ans. 

civ/il law’, n. [noncount] the body of laws dealing with 
private matters or rights of citizens: Marriage is a matter 
Of civil law. 

civ/il lib’erty, n. 1. [count] a basic or fundamental 
right guaranteed to an individual by the laws of a coun- 
try: He claimed his civil liberties were being infringed. 2. 
(ronconnt] the liberty of an individual to act on such a 
right without interference: the notion of civil liberty in a 
firndamentalist religious society. —civ/il libertarian, n. 
[court] 

civ/il rights’, n. [plural; often: Civit Rights] rights to 
personal liberty, esp. as established by the 13th and 14th 
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution: the struggle for 
civil rights for blacks. —civ/il-rights’, adj. (before a 
noun): a Civil-rights bill. 

civ/il serv’ant, n. (count) a civil-service employee. 

civ/il service, 1. (noncount] those branches of public 
service concerned with civil government functions: a life- 
time job in the civil service. 

civ/il war’, n. 1. a war between political groups or 
regions within the same country: [norncount): disagree- 
merits escalating into civil war. (count): The country had 
endured many civit wars in its history. 2. (usually: the 
Civil War] the war in the U.S. between the North and the 
South, 1861-65. 

civ-vies or Civ-ies (siv’éz) /'siviyz/ n. [plural Informal. 
civilian clothes: She got out of her uniform ard changed 
into her ciwies. 

ck., an abbreviation of: check. 

clack (klak) /klak/ v. 1. to make a quick sharp sound, 
as by striking or cracking: [no obj): | cold hear her hight 
heels clacking on the marble floor. [~ + obj): She 
clacked the pieces of the toy together. —n. [courit] 2. a 
Clacking sound. 

clad (klad) /klad/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of ctotHe. —adj. 
(usually used with a noun or adverb] 2. dressed: poorly- 
clad vagrants. 3. covered: vine-clad cottages. 

claim (klām) /kleym/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to demand by or as 
if by a right: to claim au estate by inlieritance. 2. to state 
(something) as true or as a fact: [~ + (that) clause]: 
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claimed that she was telling the truth. (~ + to + verb): 
She claimed to be telling the truth. 3. [~ + obj) to re- 
quire (something) as proper: to claim respect. 4. [~ + 
Obj) to take or expect to receive (credit, etc.): The terror- 
ists claimed responsibility for the attack. 5. {~ + obj) to 
call for; collect (something missing or held for another): 
Has anyone Claitred the lost wallet? 6. [~ + obj) to take 
(lives, Casualties): The war clairred the lives of thousands 
of civilians. —n. [count] 7. a demand for something due: 
to make unreasonable claims ort a doctor's time. 8. an 
assertion of something as a fact: | make no clainıs to 
originality. 9. a right to claim or demand: /fis claim to 
the heavyweight title is disputed. 10. something that is 
claimed: The settler put in a claim for the land across the 
river, 11. a request or demand for payment in accord- 
ance with an insurance policy, law, etc.: / submitted my 
insurance claim. —Idiom. 12. lay claim to, [~ + obj] 
to declare oneself entitled to: Both sides laid claim to the 
territory. See -CLAIN-. 

-claim-, root. -claim- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “call out; talk; shout.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: ACCLAIM, CLAIM, CLAMOR, EXCLAIM, PROCLAIM. 

claim-ant (klā/mənt) /‘kleymont/ n. [count] a person 
who makes a claim. 

clairevoy-ance (klar voifens) /kleər 'vəyəns/ n. (non- 
count] a special ability to see the future, or sense things 
beyond normal perception. 

clair-voy-ant (klar voiant) /klear'voyant/ adj. 1. of, re- 
lating to, having, or claiming to have clairvoyance. —n. 
[count] 2. a clairvoyant person. —clair-voy/ant-ly, adv. 

clam (klam) /klem/ r., v., clammed, clam-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a soft-bodied shellfish with two shells that 
close tight around it. 2. Informal. a secretive or silent 
person. 3. Slang. a dollar. —v. [no obj) 4. to dig clams: 
They went clamming on the beaches. 5. clam up, Infor- 
mal. to refuse to talk or reply: He's so shy that he clams 
up in public. 

clam-bake (klam/bak’) /'klam,beyk/ n. [count] 1. a 
seaside picnic at which clams and other seafood are 
baked. 2. /nformal any social gathering, esp. a noisy 
one. 

clameber (klam/bar) /'klambar/ v. [no obj] 1. to climb, 
using both feet and hands: We clambered onto the bus. 
—n. [count] 2. an act or instance of clambering. 
—clam/ber-er, n. [count] 

clamemy (klam/é) /'klamiy/ adj., -mi-er, -mi-est. cov- 
ered with a cold, sticky moisture: clammy hands. 
—clam-miely (klam/a lē) /‘klemoliy/ adv. —clam/mi- 
ness, n. [noncoint] 

clam-or (kam/ər) /‘klemor/ n. [count] 1. a loud and 
continued noise: the clamor of traffic. 2. a loud uproar, 
such as from a crowd of people: The clamor in the shop 
spilled out into the street. 3. an angry or strong expres- 
sion of desire or of dissatisfaction: raised a clanior 
against higher taxation. —v. 4. to make a clamor: [no 
Obj; (~ + for + obj)|: They clamored for a voice in the 
decision-making process. [~ + that clairse]: They clam- 
ored that their demands were not being listened to. [~ + 
to + verb]: We clamiored to be heard. Also, esp. Brit., 
clam/our. See -CLAIM-. 

clamp (klamp) /klemp/ n. (comrt] 1. a device for fasten- 
ing two things together: Adjust the clamp to hold this 
piece of wood while I drill a hole liere. —v. 2. [~ + obj] 
to fasten with a clamp or as if in a clamp: He clamped 
the glued pieces together for a stronger bond. I claniped 
my mouth shut and said no more. 3. clamp down, [~ 
+ down (+ on + obj)] to impose stricter control: to 
clamp down on critrie. 

clan (Klan) /klan/ n. [count] 1. a group of families 
claiming descent from a common ancestor: Scottish 
clans. 2. any family group or large family: Our whole clan 
gathers for Thanksgiving. 

clan-des-tine (klan des/tin) /klan'destin/ adj. done in 
secrecy: a clandestine meeting of conspirators. —clane 
des/tine-ly, adv. —clan-des/tine-ness, clan-des:tin- 
ity (klan/des tin/i tē) /,klendes'tinttiy/ m. (roncount] 

clang (klang) /klæņ/ v. 1. to give out a loud, ringing 
sound, such as that of a large bell: {no obj): The fire 
bells clanged in the distance. [~ + obj): They clanged 
the bells on the firetruck. 2. [no obj] to move with such 
sounds: The trolley clariged dowr the street, —n. [count] 
3. a clanging sound: A loud clang atid the prizefight be- 
gan. 


clang-or (klang/ər, klang/gar) /'klenar, 'klengar/ r. 
[noncournt] loud, echoing, clanging noise. Also, esp. 
Brit, clang’our. —clang/or-ous, adj. —clang/or- 


ousely, adv. 
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clank (klangk) /klæņk/ n. [connt] 1. a sharp, short, hard 
sound, like that produced by two pieces of metal striking: 
the clank of chains. —v. 2. to (cause to) make such a 
sound: [no obj]: The prisoner's chains clanked as he 
walked. [~ + obj): He clanked the chains. 3. [no obj) to 
move with such sounds: The Imge tank clanked down the 
Streets. 

clap! (klap) /klep/ v., clapped, clap-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
strike the palms of (one’s hands) together: [no obj): They 
clapped as the president entered the room. [~ + obj): 
We clapped our hands until they ached. 2. [~ + obj) to 
strike (Someone) with a light slap, as in friendly greeting: 
He clapped his friend on the back. 3. {~ + obj] to strike 
(an object) against something quickly and forcefully, pro- 
ducing a sharp sound: She clapped the book shut. 4. [no 
obj) to make an abrupt, sharp sound, as of flat surfaces 
striking against each other: The window shutters clapped 
in the wind. 5. to put or place quickly or forcefully: [~ + 
on + obj] He clapped on his hat and dashed outside. [~ 
+ obj + on): He clapped handcuffs on the gunman and 
brought him outside. —n. (count) 6. an act of clapping: A 
few claps turned into thunderous applause. 7. a slap or 
tap: There was the mayor, giving out his usual claps on 
the back. 8. a loud and quick or explosive noise, such as 
of thunder: Claps of thunder woke her up during the 
storm. 

clap? (klap) /klæp/ n. [noncount; often: the + ~) Slang 
(vulgar). gonorrhea. 

clap-board (klab/ard, klap/bérd’, -bōrd/) /'klæbərd, 
'klep,bord, -,bowrd/ n. [count] 1. a long, thin board 
used in covering the outer walls of buildings. —adj. [usu- 
ally: before a noun) 2. of or made of clapboard. 

clap-per (klap’er) /‘klapar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
applauds. 2. the tongue of a bell. 

clap-trap (klap’trap’) /‘klap,trep/ n. [nonconnt] non- 
sense; insincere or empty language; foolish, unbelievable 
talk. 

clar-et (klar/it) /‘klarrt/ n. dry red table wine, esp. from 
the Bordeaux region of France: [noncount]: a glass of 
claret. [count]: several good Clarets. 

clarify (klar/ə fi’) /‘klera,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to make (an idea, etc.) clear or understandable; 
You need a couple of examples here to clarify your main 
point. 2. to free (the mind, etc.) from confusion: to clarify 
one’s thoughts. 3. to make into a Clear liquid: to clarify 
butter. —clarei-fi-ca-tion (klar/a fə ka/’shan) /,kler- 
əfə'keyfən/ n. [noncount): The lawyers asked for clanfi- 
cation on the legal issue of insanity. [count]: After your 
clarifications | understand the situation better. —clar/i+ 
fizer, n. [count] 

clar-ienet (klara net’) /,klara'net/ n. [count] a wood- 
wind instrument in the form of a long tube with a single 
reed attached to its mouthpiece. —clar/ienet/ist, clar/i- 
net/tist, n. [connt] 

clar-iety (klar/i tē) /‘kleritiy/ n. [noncount) the state or 
quality of being clear; lucidity: the clarity of pure water; 
clarity of thought. 

clash (klash) /klæf/ v. 1. to strike with a loud, harsh 
noise: [no obj]: The cymbals clashed. (~ + obj): The 
tower bell clashed its mournful note. 2. to conflict; disa- 
gree: [no obj; (~ + on + obj)): The two opponents fre- 
quently clashed on this issue. (~ + with + obj): Your 
ideas often clash with mine. 3. to engage in a physical 
conflict or contest: [no obj; (~ + on + obj)): The police 
and the rioters clashed on the streets. [~ + with + obj): 
The police clashed with the demonstrators. 4. [no obj) 
(of colors or patterns) to be incompatible: The red and 
purple really clash. —n. (count) 5. a loud, harsh noise, 
as of a collision: The clash of cyrnbals woke him up dur- 
ing the concert. 6. a conflict, esp. of views or interests: 
another clash between liberals and conservatives. 7. a 
battle, fight, or skirmish: a bloody clash on the streets. 
clasp (klasp) /klasp/ n. (comnt] 1. a device for fastening 
together two or more things or parts: He'd broken the 
sinall clasp on the necklace. 2. a firm grasp or grip of 
the hand. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to fasten with or as if with a 
clasp. 4. to grasp or grip with the hand: He clasped me 
by the arm. 5. to hold in a tight embrace; hug: He 
clasped the child to fir. 

class (klas) /kles/ n. 1. [count] a number of persons or 
things thought of as belonging together; kind; sort: the 
class of living things. 2. [count] a. a group of students 
meeting regularly: My writing class had 28 students. b. 
the period in which they meet: The class is on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. c. a meeting of such a group: During 
our last class we talked about verb tenses in English. 3. 
[count] a group of students graduated in the same year: 
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the class of ‘92. 4. a level of society sharing the same 
characteristics; social rank: (count): the blue-collar class. 
[noncount): socialists fighting against the concept of 
class. 5. [noncount) a division of people or things ac- 
cording to rank, quality, etc.: a hotel of the highest class. 
6. [noncount) Inforrnal. grace or dignity, as in behavior: 
She showed a lot of class during that interview. —adj. 7. 
[before a noun) Informal. of high quality: She was a Class 
act—never lost her temper and always treated people 
kindly. —v. 8. to place or arrange in a Class; classify: [~ 
+ obj): to class doctors with lawyers. [~ + obj + as + 
obj): We classed them as believers in the same God as 
ourselves. — Idiom. 9. in a class by itself or oneself, 
having no equal; unequaled: a car in a class by itself; was 
in a class by himself when it came to scoring goals. 

class., an abbreviation of: 1. classic. 2. Classical. 3. 
classification. 4. classified. 


class’ ac/tion, n. [noncount] a legal process repre- 


senting the interests of a group of people. —class/-ac/’- 
tion, adj.: a class-action suit. 

class’ con’sciousness, n. [noncounf] 1. awareness of 
one’s social or economic rank in society. 2. a feeling of 
identification and togetherness with those of the same 
class as oneself. —class’-con/scious, adj.: class- 
conscious people. 

classic (klas/ik) /'klæsık/ adj. [usually: before a noun] 
1. of the first or highest quality or rank: a classic work. 2. 
serving as a standard; definitive: a classic method of 
teaching. 3. classical (defs. 1, 2). 4. of or obeying an 
established set of standards or methods; traditional or 
typical of its kind: a classic example of fine writing. 5. of 
long-lasting interest, quality, or style: a classic movie. 
—n. (count) 6. an author, artist, literary work, or artistic 
production of long-lasting quality: Students had to read 
the classics in college. 7. an author or literary work of 
ancient Greece or Rome. 8. the classics, [pluran the lit- 
erature and languages of ancient Greece and Rome. 9. 
something noteworthy of its kind and worth remember- 
ing: Your funny reply was a Classic. 

classical (klas/i kal) /'klæsıkəl/ adj. (before a noun) 1. 
of or relating to ancient Greece and Rome, or of ancient 
Greek and Roman literature or art: classical architecture; 
classical literature; classical languages. 2. of, relating to, 
or being music of the European tradition, including 
opera, symphonies, chamber music, and works for solo 
instrument. 3. (often: Classical] of or relating to a style of 
literature or art that follows established treatments and 
standards and emphasizes simplicity and balance in 
form. 4. accepted as having authority, as distinguished 
from experimental and unproven: Classical physics held 
that there were only three dimensions. 5. having simplic- 
ity in style: classical elegance. —n. [noncount] 6. classi- 
cal music. —clas/si-cal-ly, adv. 

clas-siecism (klas’a siz’am) /'klaso,stzom/ also clasesie 
caleism (klas/i kə liz’em) /‘klesiko,lizam/ n. [noncount) 
1. the principles or styles characteristic of the literature 
and art of ancient Greece and Rome. 2. the Classical 
style in literature and art: Classicism kept much emotion 
out of its art and music. 

clas-si-fieca-tion (klas’a fi kā/shən) /,klesoafi'keyfon/ n. 
1. [nonconnt) the act or state of classifying. 2. [count] a 
group or class into which something is classified: Your 
classifications don't take into account some important 
differences. 

clas-siefied (klas/ə fid) /'klasofayd/ adj. 1. divided or 
listed by classes or categories. 2. officially secret; kept 
from the knowledge of the general public: busy shred- 
ding classified docuinents. —n. (count) 3. a Classified ad: 
looked in the classifieds for an apartment. 

clas/sified ad’, n. [count] a brief advertisement in a 
newspaper or magazine, dealing with offers of or re- 
quests for jobs, houses, etc. Also called clas/sified 
advertise’ment, want ad. —clas/sified ad/vertising, 
n. {noncount) 

clas-siefy (klas/ə fi’) /‘klaso,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. 1. to arrange or organize by classes: She classi- 
fied her students into three groups: low, average, and 
high. 2. to limit the availability of (information, etc.) to 
certain persons only: The government classified those 
documents until the year 2010. —clas/si-fi/a-ble, adj. 

classemate (klas’/mat’) /‘klas,meyt/ n. [count] a mem- 
ber of the same class at a school or college. 

class-room (klas/ro6om/, -rd6m/) /‘klas,ruwm, -,rum/ n. 
[count] a room, as in a school, in which classes are held. 
See illustration at SCHOOL. 

classey (klas/é) /'klæsiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. /nformal. of 
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high quality, rank, or grade; elegant: We went to a classy 
nightclub. —class/i-ness, s. Lnoncourit] 

clat-ter (klat/ər) /'klætər/ v. 1. to (cause to) make a 
loud, rattling sound, such as that produced by hard ob- 
jects striking one another: [110 obj): The dishes were clat- 
tering in the dishwasher. [~ + obj): Stop clattering the 
pots and pans. 2. [no obj) to move rapidly with such a 
sound: The train clattered dowi the track. —rn. (count; 
usually singular) 3. a rattling noise; racket; din: the clatter 
of machinery. —clat/ter-er, n. (count) —clat/ter-y, adj. 

clause (klôz) /kloz/ n. (count) 1. (in grammar) a group 
of words containing a subject and predicate and forming 
either a part of a sentence or a whole simple sentence: 
The clause John went home could stand on its own in its 
own sentence, or it could be a Clause as part of a longer 
sentence: John went home because Mary walked in. 2. a 
separate and particular section or provision in a contract 
or other legal document: Which clause in the agreement 
refers to payrnents? —claus/al, adj. 

claus-tro-pho-bi-a (kI6/stra fō/bē ə) /,klostra'f owbiya/ 
n. [noncournt] an abnormal fear of being in enclosed or 
narrow places: couldn't stay in the cave because of his 
claustrophobia. —claus/tro-phobe’, n. (count) See 
-CLOS-. 

claus-tro-pho-bic (klô/stra fō/bik) /,klostra'f owbik/ 
adj. 1. suffering from or as if from claustrophobia. 2. 
causing a feeling of claustrophobia: a claustrophobic little 
apartment in the city. See -cLos-. 

clav-iechord (klav/i k6rd’) /‘'klavi,kord/ s. [count] an 
early keyboard instrument, similar to a piano. 

claw (kid) /klo/ n. [count] 1. a sharp, curved nail on the 
foot of an animal, such as on a cat. 2. a similar curved 
limb of an insect. 3. any part or thing resembling a claw, 
as the end of the head of a hammer. —v. 4. to tear, 
scratch, etc., with or as if with claws: [~ + obj]: The cat 
clawed a hole in the couch. [~ + at + obj): My little 
niece clawed at my legs to climb back np. 5. (~ + obj) 
to proceed by or as if by using the hands or claws: They 
clawed their way through the jungle. 6. [~ + obj] to 
struggle against difficult odds: She clawed her way to the 
top. 

clay (kia) /kley/ n. [noncount) 1. a natural earthy mate- 
rial that is stiff and sticky when wet, used for making 
bricks, pottery, etc.: They baked the clay in the sun into 
bricks. 2. earth; mud. 

clean (klén) /kliyn/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, v. ~adj. 1. 
free from dirt; unsoiled; unstained: a clean dress. 2. free 
from foreign or extra matter; pure: clear: sound. 3. free 
from pollution: clean air; clean energy. 4. free from 
roughness or irregularity: a clean cut with a scalpel. 5. 
gracefully beautiful; trim: the clean lines of a ship. 6. 
morally pure; innocent; honorable: to lead a clean life. 7. 
not cheating; showing good sportsmanship: a clean 
fighter. 8. inoffensive in language or content: clean 
books. 9. innocent of crime: He had a clean record, 10. 
free from defects or flaws: a clean diamond. 11. made 
without any difficulty; quickly and smoothly done: a clean 
getaway. 12. smoothly and skillfully performed; adroit: 2 
clean swing of the bat. 13. [before a noun] complete; to- 
tal: a clean break with tradition. 14. empty; bare: a clean 
sheet of paper. —adv. 15. in a clean manner; cleanly: 
ran up the Stairs and got clean away. 16. so as to be 
clean: This shirt will never wash clean. 17. Informial. 
completely; quite: The bullet passed clean through the 
wall. —v. 18. to perform or undergo a process of clean- 
ing: [no obj): This new countertop cleans easily. [~ + 
obj): | cleaned the room. 19. [~ + obj] to dry-clean: 
Clean and press the pants. 20. [~ + obj] to remove the 
insides and other parts from (poultry, etc.) that cannot be 
eaten; dress: She cleaned the turkey. 21. clean out, a. 
to empty in order to straighten or clean: [~ + out + 
obj): | had to clean out my desk to find what | was look- 
ing for. (~ + obj + out): I cleaned it out before dinner. 
b. to take all the money from (someone); steal or take 
everything from (a store, etc.): [~ + obj + out]: They 
managed to clean him out at poker. [~ + out + obj): 
They cleaned out the gangster and his men with a per- 
fect scam. 22. clean up, a. to wash or tidy up: [no obj): 
Let me clean up and I'll be right in. [~ + up + obj): 
Please clean up your room. (~ + obj + up]: Would you 
clean the room up? b. to get rid of undesirable persons, 
features, mistakes, etc., in: [~ + up + obj]: to clean up 
the errors in an essay. [~ + obj + up]: Can you clean 
them up now? c. to put an end to; finish: [~ + up + 
obj): to clean up yesterday's chores. [~ + obj + up]: to 
clean them up. d. [no obj) to make a large profit or a lot 
of money: Buy now while the prices are low and later 
you'll really clean up. —Idiom. 23. come clean, [no 
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obj) Slang. to tell the truth, esp. to admit one’s guilt: A- 
nally canie Clean and admitted she had been the one. 
—clean/a-ble, adj. -—clean/ness, n. (noncourit) 
—Related Words. clean is a verb and an adjective, 
CLEANLINESS is a noun: We cleaned the house. Take a 
clean plate. Cleariliness is essential in a hospital. 

clean/’-cut/, adj. 1. having a distinct, regular shape. 2. 
Clearly outlined: a clean-cut design. 3. neat and whole- 
soime-looking: At least her boyfriend is srnart and clean- 
cut. 4. definitely clear; clear-cut; easy to understand or 
see: Cleari-cut decisions. 

clean-er (klé/nar) /'kliynar/ n. (count) 1. a person who 
cleans, esp. as an occupation. 2. an apparatus for clean- 
ing: a vacuum cleaner. 3. a preparation for use in clean- 
ing: Harsh detergent cleaners. 4. the owner or operator 
of a dry-cleaning establishment. 5. Usually, cleaners. 
[plural a dry-cleaning establishment: / took the clothes 
to the cleaners yesterday. —-Idiom. 6. take (someone) 
to the cleaners, [take + obj + to + the + ~-s)Slang. 
to take the money or property of, esp. by cheating: dis- 
covered theyd been taken to the cleaners by a swindler. 

clean-ly (adj. klen/lé; adv. klén/lé) /adj. 'klenliy; adv. 
'kliynliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. —adj. 1. personally 
neat; careful to keep or make clean: a cleanly appear- 
ance. —adv. 2. in a clean manner: slid cleanly down the 
chute. —cleanslieness (klen/lé nis) /‘'klenliynis/ n. [non- 
count): Cleanliness is next to godliness. 

cleanse (klenz) /klenz/ v., cleansed, cleans-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to make clean: She cleansed the wound with al- 
cohol. 2. to remove (something) from (something) by or 
as if by cleaning: [~ + obj + frorn + obj): to cleanse sin 
from the soul. [~ + obj + of + obj): to cleanse our 
souls of sin. 

cleans-er (klenz/ər) /'klenzar/ n. a substance that 
cleanses: [noncount): Pour soap cleanser directly on the 
Stain. [court]: All these kitchen cleansers work the sarne. 

clean-up (klén/up’) /'kliyn,ap/ n. [count] the act or 
process of cleaning up: the cleanup after that oil spill. 

clear (klér) /khər/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
free from darkness or cloudiness: a clear day. 2. trans- 
parent: The water was clear when we went snorkeling. 3. 
without stains, defect, or blemish: She had very clear 
skin. 4. of a pure, even color: a clear yellow. 5. easily 
seen; sharply defined: a clear outline. 6. easily heard: the 
clear sound of the church bells. 7. free from hoarse, 
harsh, or rasping qualities: She spoke in a loud, clear 
voice, 8. easily understood; without ambiguity: The alter- 
natives are Clear: fight or lose. 9. entirely understanda- 
ble; completely understood: Let's get this clear: you want 
to leave and never come back? 10. distinct; evident; 
plain; obvious: a clear case of cheating. 11. free from 
confusion, uncertainty, or doubt: Her clear thinking got 
us out of danger. 12. free from blame or guilt: / have a 
clear conscience. 13. calm; untroubled: Her clear eyes 
looked back at me steadily. 14. free from obstructions or 
obstacles; open: a clear path; The road was clear after 
that slowdown. 15. [be + ~] free from contact with; not 
tangled up with: He kept clear of her after the argument. 
16. complete; absolute; undoubted: a clear victory for 
our side. 17. free from obligation, liability, or debt: a re- 
turn of 4 percent, clear of taxes. 18. without deduction: 
net: a clear profit of $1,000. —adv. 19. in a clear or dis- 
tinct manner; clearly: He could hear me loud and Clear. 
20. so as not to be in contact with or near; away: Stand 
clear of the closing doors. 21. entirely; completely; 
clean: to cut a piece clear off. —v. 22. [~ + obj (+ of + 
obj)] to remove people or objects from (something): to 
clear the table of dishes. 23. [~ + obj] to remove (peo- 
ple or objects): Clear the dishes off the table. 24. to 
(cause to) become clear, clean, transparent: [no obj): 
The sky cleared. [~ + obj): This lotion will clear the 
blemishes from your skin. 25. to (cause to) become free 
of confusion, doubt, or uncertainty: [~ + obj]: to clear 
the mind. (no obj): Her mind cleared and she knew what 
she had to do. 26. to (cause to) make (something) un- 
derstandable; to (cause to) be free from misunderstand- 
ing: [~ + obj): Her reply cleared the confusion. (110 obj): 
The confusion cleared and we knew what we had to do. 
27. [~ + obj] to make or construct (a path, etc.) by re- 
moving obstacles: The huge snowplows cleared the road. 
28. [~ + obj] to remove trees or other obstructions 
from (land), such as for farming: The settlers cleared the 
land for farming. 29. [~ + obj) to eat all the food on: to 
clear one’s plate. 30. [~ + obj] to make a dry, scraping 
noise in (the throat) by forcing air through, often to ex- 
press disapproval or to attract attention: He coughed but 
he couldn't clear liis throat. 31. [~ + obj] to free of any- 
thing suggesting disgrace: She fought to clear her name. 
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32. [~ + obj + of + obj] to free (a person accused of 
something) from suspicion or guilt: The jury cleared the 
defendant of the charge. 33. [~ + obj] to pass by or 
over without contact: The ship cleared the reef. 34. [~ + 
obj] to pass through or away from: The bill cleared the 
Senate. 35. (of a check) to (cause to) go through the 
banking system and be accepted for payment: [no obj): 
took five days for our check to clear. (~ + obj]: Cant 
they clear this check any faster? 36. [~ + obj) (of mail, 
etc.) to process, etc.: We clear over ten thousand such 
requests a day. 37. [~ + obj] to gain as Clear profit: fo 
clear $1,000 in a transaction. 38. [~ + obj] to receive 
official permission before taking action on (a plan): had 
to clear the plan with headquarters. 39. [~ + obj] to 
give clearance to; give official permission to: The tower 
cleared the plane for takeoff. 40. [~ + obj] to free (a 
ship, etc.) by satisfying customs: Customs cleared the 
ship and allowed it to unload. 41. [~ + obj] to jump (a 
specific height or distance): He cleared six feet in the 
high jump. 42. [no obj] to disappear; vanish: These 
problems will clear shortly. 43. clear away or off, a. to 
(cause to) leave, vanish, or disappear: [no obj): The 
storm clouds cleared away. [~ + obj + away]: The sun 
cleared the clouds away. [~ + away + obj): The sun 
cleared away the clouds. b. to remove (something) from 
an area to make clean: [~ + away/off + obj): She 
cleared off the books from her desk. [~ + obj + away/ 
off}; She cleared them away. 44. clear out, a. to re- 
move the contents of: [~ + out + obj]: Clear out the 
closet. [~ + obj + out): to clear it out. b. to remove; 
take away: [~ + out + obj]: Clear out the mess in your 
room. {~ + obj + out): Clear it out, now! c. [no obj} to 
go away, esp. quickly: Clear out, and don't come back! d. 
to drive or force out: [~ + out + obj): First we'll have to 
clear out the enemy from the territory. (~ + obj + out]: 
We'll have to clear them out first. 45. clear up, a. to 
make clear; explain: [~ + up + obj]: Let me see if | can 
clear up this misunderstanding. [~ + obj + up): Let's 
see if we can Clear this mystery up. b. to put in order; 
tidy up: [~ + up + obj]: Can you clear up this mess? [~ 
+ obj + up): Can you clear it up? —Idiom. 46. clear 
the air, to get rid of feelings of anger or distrust by dis- 
cussing them openly: The two decided to meet and clear 
the air before their dispute got worse. 47. in the clear, 
free from danger, blame, or guilt: / was finally in the 
clear after | proved | was right. —clear/er, n. [count] 
—clear/ness, n. [nponcount] 
clear-ance (klér’ans) /'kliərəns/ n. 1. the act of clear- 
ing: [noncount): The plane waited for Clearance to take 
off. (count): A clearance for working under that sort of 
visa takes time. 2. the distance between two objects; an 
amount of clear space: [noncount): There isn’t much 
clearance between the roof of this van and the garage 
opening. (count; usually singular): a clearance of only a 
few inches under that bridge. 3. [noncount) a formal au- 
thorization permitting access to classified information, 
etc.: / applied for clearance to read those sealed docu- 
ments. 4. [count] Also called clear’ance sale’. the sell- 
ing of merchandise at reduced prices to make room for 
new goods: a holiday clearance. 
clear-cut (klér/kut’) /‘kliar'kat/ adj. 1. formed with or 
having clear outlines. 2. completely clear; completely evi- 
dent: a clear-cut case of treason. 
clear-head-ed (klér/hed/id) /kliar'hedid/ adj. having or 
showing an alert mind: clear-headed thinking in this situ- 
ation. —clear/head/ed-ly, adv.: He didn't think clear- 
headedly. —clear/head/ed-ness, n. [noncount) 
clear-ing (klēr/ing) /‘kliarin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
a person or thing that clears; the process of becoming 
clear. 2. [count] a piece of land that contains no trees or 
bushes: a Clearing in the woods. 
clear-ing-house or clear’ing house’ (Kler/ing hous’) 
/‘khar,ig haws/ n. [count] 1. a place where bank ac- 
counts are settled. 2. a central office for the collection 
and distribution of materials, etc.: Contact the clearing- 
house on consurner complaints first. 
clear-ly (kler/lé) /‘kliarliy/ adv. 1. in a clear manner; 
distinctly: | could see clearly once | cleaned my glasses. 
2. obviously; without a doubt: Clearly, you've antagonized 
him. 
cleat (ket) /kliyt/ n. [count] 1. a wedge-shaped block 
fastened to a surface to serve aS a support or to provide 
sure footing. 2. a piece of hard rubber attached to the 
sole of a shoe to provide traction: players wearing cleats 
in the muddy field. 3. a shoe fitted with such pieces: put- 
ting on their cleats. 
cleav-age (klé/vij) /kliyvid3/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
cleaving or splitting. 2. [court] the state of being cleft: a 
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cleavage between the lower and upper classes. 3. [non- 
count) the area between a woman's breasts, esp. when 
revealed by a low-cut neckline. 

cleave! (klév) /kliyv/ v. [~ + to + obj), cleaved, cleav- 
ing. 1. to stick closely to; cling: His tongue cleaved to the 
roof of his mouth. 2. to remain faithful: to cleave to 
one’s principles. 

cleave? (klév) /kliyv/ v., cleft (kleft) /kleft/ or cleaved 
or clove (kldv) /klowv/ cleft or cleaved or clo-ven 
(klō/vən) /'klowvon/ cleav-ing. 1. to (cause to) split or 
divide by or as if by a cutting blow: [no obj]: The wood 
cleaved in two clean pieces. [~ + obj): He cleaved the 
wood in two neat pieces. 2. [~ + obj] to make by or as 
if by cutting: to cleave a path through the wilderness. 3. 
[~ (+ through) + obj) to penetrate or pass through (wa- 
ter, etc.): The bow of the boat cleaved (through) the wa- 
ter cleanly. 

cleav-er (klé@/var) /'kliyvər/ n. [count] a heavy knife or 
long-bladed hatchet, esp. one used by butchers. 

clef (klef) /klef/ n. [count] a sign at the beginning of a 
musical staff to show the pitch of the notes. 

cleft! (kleù) /kleft/ n. [count] 1. a space or opening 
made by cleavage; a split: a cleft in the rock formations. 
2. a hollow area or indentation: a cleft in her chin. 

cleft? (kleft) /kleft/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of cleave’. —adj. 
2. cloven; split; divided. 

cleft’ pal/ate, n. [count] a narrow opening in the roof 
of the mouth existing at birth. 

clem-a-tis (klem/e tis, kli mat/is) /‘klematis, kli'maetis/ 
n. [noncount) a plant or woody vine of the buttercup 
family. 

clem-en-cy (kleman sé) /'kleman siy/ n. [noncount) 1. 
mercy or kind treatment; leniency: The judge explained 
why she was granting him clemency. 2. mildness; mod- 
eration: the clemency of California weather. 

clem-ent (Klem/ant) /‘klemant/ adj. of or relating to 
clemency: a clement judge; clement weather. —clem/- 
ently, adv. 

clench (klench) /klentf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to close (the 
hands, etc.) tightly: clenched his fists in frustration. 2. to 
grasp firmly; grip: / clenched the cigar in my teeth. 

clergy (klûr/jē) /‘klard3iy/ n. (plural; used with a plural 
verb) the group of appointed or ordained leaders in a re- 
ligion, as distinguished from the laity. 

cleregy-man (klûr/jēë man) /'klard3iyman/ n. (count), pl. 
-men. a member of the clergy. 

cler-ic (kler/ik) /'klerık/ n. [count] a member of the 
clergy. 

cler-i-cal (kler/i kal) /'klerıkəl/ adj. 1. of, relating to, ap- 
propriate for, or assigned to an office clerk: made a cleri- 
cal error in the report. 2. doing the work of a clerk: an 
increase in our Clerical staff. 3. of, relating to, or charac- 
teristic of the clergy or a cleric: clerical clothes. —cler/i+ 
cally, adv. 

clerk (Kirk) /klark/ n. [count] 1. a person employed to 
keep records or perform general tasks in an office, etc.: 
worked as a law clerk for a judge. 2. a salesclerk: Ask 
another clerk about finding your size. 

clev-er (klev’ar) /'klevar/ adj., -er, -est. 1. mentally 
bright; having quick intelligence; able: a clever student in 
his class. 2. skillful with the hands or body; dexterous or 
nimble: She was very clever with her hands, especially at 
woodworking. 3. skillful in a dishonest way; Cunning: 42 
clever scheme to get around the regulations. 4. showing 
inventiveness or originality; ingenious: a clever idea. 
—clev/er-ly, adv.: was cleverly led into a trap. —clev/- 
ereness, n. [Noncount 

cliché or cliche (kē sha’, Kli-) /kliy'fey, kli-/ n. 
[count] 1. an overused or trite expression, plot, style, 
etc.: The phrases sadder but wiser, or strong as an oOx 
are clichés. 2. anything that has become trite through 
overuse. —clisched/, adj.: a clichéd remark. 

click (klik) /klik/ n. [count] 1. a slight, sharp sound: the 
click of the key in a latch. —v. 2. to (cause to) give off or 
make such a sound: [no obj): The lock clicked softly. (~ 
+ obj): He clicked the light switch on. 3. [no obj) Infor- 
mal. a. to succeed; make a hit: His career finally clicked 
with that hit record. b. to fit together; function well to- 
gether: Their personalities don't click. c. to become sud- 
denly clear or understood: His mind clicked and he fig- 
ured a way out. 4. {~ + on + obj] Computers. to press 
and release a mouse button rapidly, as to select an icon: 
Click on the trash icon to erase the file. 5. [~ + obj] to 
strike together with a click: He clicked his heels and sa- 
luted. —click/er, n. (count) 

client (klifZant) /‘klayant/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
group that uses the professional advice or services of a 
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lawyer, etc.: argued that his client was innoceut of the 
charges. 2. a person who is receiving the benefits, etc., 
of a social welfare agency, etc.: / see hundreds of clients 
a week. 3. a Customer. —cli/ent-less, adj. 

cli-en-tele (klian tel”) /klayon'tel/ n. (count; usually 
singular] clients or customers thought of as a group: a 
loyal clientele. 

Cliff (klif) /klif/ n. [count] a high, steep rock face; preci- 
pice: The car drove off the cliff onto the rocks below. See 
illustration at LANDSCAPE. 

cliff/-hang/er or cliff/hang/er, n. (count) a situation 
in which the outcome is uncertain up to the very last mo- 
ment. 

cliermac-tic (kli mak/tik) /klay'maktik/ adj. of, relating 
to, or being a climax: the climactic scene of the movie. 

climate (kli/mit) /‘klaymit/ n. (count) 1. the general 
weather conditions of a region, averaged over a series of 
years: The climate in that country was cloudy, cool, or 
cold. 2. a region or area that has a given climate: Dad 
retired to live in a warm climate. 3. the general attitudes 
or conditions of a group, period, or place: a climate of 
political unrest. 

cliemateic (kli mat/ik) /klay'matik/ adj. [before a noun] 
of or retating to climate: undergoing gradual climatic 
changes. —cliemat/iceal-ly, adv. 

cliemax (klimaks) /‘klaymeks/ n. [count] 1. the most 
intense point in the development of something; culmina- 
tion: Being elected president was the climax of his ca- 
reer. 2. (in a literary work) the decisive moment in a plot: 
The cliinax of the play is the murder of the hero. 3. an 
orgasm. —v. 4. to bring to or reach a climax: (no obj): 
The play climaxes early. [~ + obj): The election victory 
climaxed a loug career in politics. 

climb (klim) /klaym/ v. 1. to go up or ascend: [no obj): 
The sun Clintbed over the hill. (~ + obj]: to climb the 
Stairs. 2. [no obj) to slope upward: The road climbs 
steeply. 3. to move on or proceed using the hands and 
feet, esp. on or from an elevated area: [~ + into + obj): 
The bodyguards climbed quickly into the car. [~ + out of 
+ obj): We climbed out of the car. [~ + over + obj): 
shot while trying to climb over the fence. [~ + along + 
obj): He clintbed along the ledge. [~ + obj): The prison- 
ers Climbed the wall and escaped. 4. [no obj) to ascend 
in fame or fortune: You can climb fairly high if you have 
money. 5. (no obj) (of numbers, etc.) to rise or increase 
in value: Prices climbed by as much as fifty cents a share 
today. —n. [count] 6. a climbing; an ascent by climbing: 
a Climb to the top of the hill. 7. a place to be climbed: 
That peak is quite a cliinb. —climb/er, n. [count] 

clime (klim) /klaym/ n. CLIMATE. 

Clinch (klinch) /klintf/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to settle (a matter) 
completely or decisively: They clinched the deal in an 
hour. 2. (of boxers) to hold (another) about the arms or 
body to hinder the opponent's punches: (~ + obj): 
clinched his opponent. (no obj): just trying to clincli and 
get a breather. 3. [no obj) Slang. to embrace, esp. pas- 
sionately: The lovers clinched. —n. [count] 4. the act of 
clinching: boxers in a clinch. —clineh/ing, adj.: a clinch- 
ing argument. 

clinch-er (klin’char) /‘klintfar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that clinches. 2. a statement, etc., that settles 
something decisively: When we found he was lying, that 
was the clincher. 

cling (kling) /klin/ v., clung (klung) /klan/ cling-ing, n. 
—r. 1. (~ + to] to adhere closely; stick to: Wet paper cl- 
ings to glass. 2. to hold tight, as by grasping or embrac- 
ing; cleave: [~ + to + obj): The child clung to her 
mother. [no obj; ~ + together]: We clung together and 
wouldn't let go. 3.[~ + to + obj] to remain attached, as 
to a person, etc.: She's clinging to the past; she has to 
go forward and forget him. —n. (noncount] 4. a condi- 
tion of clinging: the cling of a garment. —cling’y, adj., 
-i-er, -i-est. 

cling-ing (Kling’ing) /‘klinin/ adj. 1. sticking to, or fitting 
tightly to, the body: a clinging, hot blouse. 2. overly at- 
tached or dependent on another: has gotten over being a 
clinging child. 

Clinsic (klin/ik) /'klinik/ 1. [count] 1. a place for the 
medical treatment of patients who are not staying at a 
hospital. 2. a group of physicians, etc., working together 
or sharing facilities: a blood-disease Clinic. 3. a group 
meeting for extra instruction: a reading Clinic. 

Clin-i-cal (klin/i kal) /klinikal/ adj. 1. [before a noun] of 
or relating to a clinic or a hospital: clinical buildings. 2. 
concerned with or based on actual observation and treat- 
ment of disease in patients, and not on theory or re- 
search: need to conduct clinical studies on patients. 3. 
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overly logical and factual; cold and uncaring: his clinical 
detachment as he watched his life fall apart. —clin/i- 
cal-ly, adv.: described the disease clinically. 

Clieniscian (kli nish’an) /kli'nifan/ n. [count] a physician 
involved in the treatment and observation of patients, 
and not engaged in research. 

clink’ (klingk) /kliņk/ v. 1. to (cause to) make a light, 
sharp, ringing sound: [no obj]: The coins clinked to- 
gether. [~ + obj): We always clink our glasses together 
and say “Cheers!” —n. (count) 2. a clinking sound. 

clink? (klingk) /klink/ n. (count; usually singular: the + 
~] Slang. a prison; jail; lockup: Throw him in the clink! 

clink-er’ (kling’kar) /‘klinkor/ n. (noncount) a mass of 
matter that cannot be burnt and is fused together, as by 
the burning of coal. 

clinker? (kling’kar) /‘klinkar/ n. (count) Slang. 1. a 
wrong note in a musical performance. 2. any mistake or 
error. 3. a failure; a product of inferior quality: The car 
turned out to be a clinker. 

clip’ (klip) /klip/ v., clipped, clipped or clipt (klipt) 
/klipt/ clipeping, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to cut off or out, as 
with scissors; to trim or give shape to something: to clip 
a rose from a bush; to clip a hedge. 2. [~ + obj] to cut 
short; curtail: We clipped our visit by a week. 3. [~ + 
obj) Informal. to hit with a quick, sharp blow: He clipped 
me on the jaw. 4. [no obj] to move swiftly: The motorcy- 
cle clipped along the highway. —n. (count) 5. the act of 
clipping; something clipped off. 6. fM cup. 7. Informal. 
CLIPPING (def. 2). 8. Informal. a quick, sharp blow: a clip 
to the jaw. 9. [usually: singular] rate; pace: moving at a 
rapid Clip. 

Clip? (klip) /klip/ n., v., clipped, clip-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a device that grips tightly, esp. a clasp for holding to- 
gether papers, etc. 2. a frame holding cartridges to be 
put into the magazine of a gun: an ammunition clip. 3. 
an article of jewelry clipped onto clothing, etc.: She wore 
a diamond clip on her blouse. —v. 4. to fasten with or as 
if with a clip: [~ + on]: This earring clips on to the ear. 
[~ + obj): The secretary clipped the reports together. 

clipsboard (klip/bôrd/, -bōrd/) /'klip,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] a small board used to write on, with a clip at the 
top for holding papers. 

clip’ joint’, n. [count] Slang. a business, as a night- 
club, that overcharges or cheats its customers. 

clip-per (klip’ar) /‘klipar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that clips. 2. Often, clippers. [p/ural; often used with a 
plural verb) a cutting tool, esp. shears: hedge clippers. 3. 
Usually, clippers. [p/ural; usually used witli a plural verb] 
a tool for cutting hair, toenails, etc. 4. a swift sailing ves- 
sel, esp. a three-masted ship built in the U.S. around 
1845-70. 

clip-ping (klip/ing) /klipin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a 
person or thing that clips. 2. a piece of something that 
has been clipped: /awn clippings. 3. an article, etc., 
clipped from a newspaper or magazine: clippings for 
apartments for rent. 

clique (klék, klik) /kliyk, klik/ n. [count] a small group 
of people who keep others from joining them: all the lit- 
tle cliques in school. —cli/quey, cli/quy, adj.: a cliquey 
group. —cli/quish, adj. —cli/quish-ly, adv. —cli/quish- 
ness, 1. (norcount) 

clit-o-ris (klit/ər is, kli tOr/is, -t6r7-) /‘khitoris, klt'toris, 
-'towr-/ n. (count), pl. cliteo-ris-es, clitto-riedes (kli tdr’- 
i déz’, -tōr/-) /kli'tori,diyz, -'towr-/. the small organ at 
the front part of the female genitals. —clit/o-ral, adj. 

cloak (klōk) /klowk/ n. [count] 1. a loose outer garment, 
such as a Cape: a beautiful cloak of ermine. 2. some- 
thing that covers or conceals; disguise: They negotiated 
under a Cloak of secrecy. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cover with 
or as if with a cloak: The magician was cloaked in black 
Silk, 4. to hide; conceal: They cloaked their fear with 

Jokes. 

cloak/-and-dag/ger, adj. [before a noun] of or relat- 
ing to spying or mystery: a cloak-and-dagger tale of in- 
ternational espionage. 

cloak-room (kIGk/rdom/, -rd0m/) /‘klowk,ruwm, -,rum/ 
n. [count] 1. a room in which outer garments may be left 
for a while. 2. Brit. a baggage room, as at a railway sta- 
tion. 

clob-ber' (klob/ar) /‘klobar/ v. [~ + obj] Informal. 1. to 
hit, beat, or batter severely: We clobbered the thief with a 
baseball bat. 2. to defeat decisively or completely: We 
clobbered them, 56-0! 

clob-ber? (klob/ar) /‘klobar/ n. [(noncourt) Brit. Informal. 
clothes or other personal articles. 

clock (klok) /klok/ 1. [conn] 1. a relatively large instru- 
ment for telling time. See illustration at OFFICE. 2. TIME 
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clock. 3. a meter for measuring and recording speed, 
etc.: The skier is racing against the clock. 4. BIOLOGICAL 
clock. —v. 5. [~ + obj) to time, test, or determine by 
means of a clock or watch: The racehorse was clocked at 
two minutes thirty seconds. 6. clock in (or out), [no obj) 
to begin (or end) the day's work, esp. by punching a time 
clock: What time did you clock in today? ——Idiom. 7. 
around the clock, [moncomnt] a. for the entire 24-hour 
day without pause: The factory shifts worked around the 
clock. b. without stopping for rest; tirelessly: working at 
this project around the clock. 

clock’ ra/dio, n. (count), pl. clock radios. a radio 
combined with an alarm clock serving as a timer to turn 
the radio on or off at a set time. 

clock-wise (klok/wiz’) /'klok,wayz/ adv. 1. in the same 
direction as the movement of the hands of a clock when 
viewed from the front or from above: The handle turns 
clockwise. —adj. 2. directed clockwise: a clockwise 
movernent. 

clock-work (klok/wirk’) /‘klok,wark/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the mechanism of a clock. 2. [count] any mechanism 
similar to that of a clock: toys run by a winding clock- 
work. —-Idiom. 3. like clockwork, [(noncount) with 
regularity or precision: Here she comes, home at 6:30, 
like clockwork. 

clod (klod) /klod/ n. [count] 1. a lump or mass, esp. of 
earth or clay. 2. a stupid or very clumsy person. —clod/- 
dish, adj. —clod/dish-ly, adv. —clod/dish-ness, n. 
[noncoung] 

clod-hop-per (klod’hop/er) /‘klod,hopar/ n. (count) 1. a 
clumsy person; bumpkin. 2. clodhoppers, [plural] 
strong, heavy shoes. 

clog (klog, klôg) /klog, klog/ v., clogged, clog-ging, n. 
—yv. 1. to (cause to) become blocked or choked up: [~ + 
obj): All that hair has clogged the drain. [~ + obj + up]: 
Hair has clogged the drain up again. [~ + up + obj): 
That slime has clogged up the drainpipe. (no obj; (~ + 
up)]: The drain has clogged (up) again. 2. [~ + obj) to 
fill too much; overfill; jam: Cars clogged the highway. 
—n. [count] 3. anything that restricts movement: a clog 
in the drain. 4. a shoe or sandal with a thick sole of 
wood, cork, etc. 

clogged (klogd, klôgd) /klogd, klogd/ adj. [~ (+ up)] (of 
the nose or throat) blocked up so that breathing is diffi- 
cult: a badly clogged nose. 

clois-ter (klovstar) /‘kloystar/ n. [count] 1. a covered 
walk, esp. in a church or other religious building, open- 
ing onto a courtyard. 2. a courtyard bordered with such 
walks. 3. a place for religious people to live, such as a 
monastery. —v. [~ + oneself) 4. to keep away from the 
world in a monastery: She cloistered herself in the con- 
vent, 5. to shut away from the world and live apart: clois- 
tered himself in his library with his books. See -cvos-. 
clomp (klomp) /klomp/ v. clump (def. 5). 

clone (kon) /klown/ n., v, cloned, clon-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a. a living thing that is identical in its genes to 
the unit or individual from which it was obtained. b. a 
group of identical individuals that come from the same 
original individual. 2. a person or thing that duplicates 
another in appearance, etc.: The new coniputers are 
clones of the original model. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to pro- 
duce a copy of: cloned the new machines by using the 
same microchip. 4. to cause to grow as a clone: They 
cloned some remarkable organisms in their laboratory. 
—clon/al, adj. —clon/er, rı. [count] 

clop (klop) /klop/ n., v., clopped, clop-ping. —1. [count] 
1. a sound made by a horse's hoof striking the ground. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to make or move with such a sound. 
-clos-, root. -clos- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “close.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CLOISTER, CLOSE, CLOSET, DISCLOSE, ENCLOSE. 

close (v., n. klōz; adj., adv. kl6s) /v., n. klowz; adj., adv. 
klows/ v., closed, clos-ing, adj., clos-er, clos-est, adv., 
n. —v. 1. to (cause to) become shut: [no obj): The door 
closed witli a bang. [~ + obj): closed her eyes and slept. 
2. to stop or obstruct (a gap, etc.): [~ (+ up) + obj): to 
close (up) a lhole in the wall. [~ + obj (+ up)): to close it 
(up). 3. [~ + obj) to restrict passage across; prevent ac- 
cess to: The country closed its border to tourists. 4. a. 
[~ + obj] to bring together the parts of: Sle closed her 
lips. b. [no obj): Her lips closed. 5. to (cause to) come to 
an end: [~ + obj]: The chair moved to close debate. [no 
obj): The sermon closed with a warning not to forget 
God's poor. 6. to end or conclude (a business deal) suc- 
cessfully: (~ + obj]: We closed a deal that was good for 
botli our cornpaniies. [no obj): They rrianaged to close on 
the house they wanted. 7. to stop giving the usual 
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services (of): [no obj}: School closed for the summer. [~ 
+ obj): The owners closed the store for the night. 8. [~ 
+ obj) to shut down; suspend the operation of: The po- 
lice closed the bar for selling liquor to minors. 9. [no 
obj) (of a stock) to be priced at the end of a day or when 
stocks are traded: The American Exchange closed up at 
an average 50 cents a share. 10. close down, to end 
operation (of); discontinue; stop: [no obj): The radio sta- 
tion closed down at 3 a.m. [~ + down + obj): The own- 
ers closed down the steel mills. [~ + obj + down]: The 
owners closed thein down and left. 11. close in on or 
upon, [~ + in + on/upon + obj) a. to approach quietly 
and secretly, such as to capture or kill: They closed in on 
the wounded animal. b. to surround, as if to suffocate: 
The fog closed in on us. 12. close out, a. to reduce the 
price of (merchandise) for quick sale: [~ + out + obj): 
They closed out mattresses. [~ + obj + out): closed 
bedroom sets out. b. [~ + out + obj] to dispose of 
completely; liquidate: to close out a bank account. —adj. 
13. (be + ~(+ to + obj)] being near in space or time; 
nearby: Our apartment is close to the train station. Winter 
must be close; it’s gotten colder. 14. (often: be + ~ ate 
to + obj)] marked by similarity in degree, etc.: Dark pink 
is close to red. 15. [before a noun] near in a kind of 
family relationship: He was a close relative. 16. [before a 
noun] based on a strong feeling of respect, honor, or 
love; intimate; dear: She's a close friend. 17. [be + ~ + 
to + obj) not differing much from (the subject talked 
about): Your remarks are close to treason! 18. fitting 
tightly: a close sweater. 19. [before a noun) careful; 
strict; thorough; searching: Close investigation revealed 
the accountant’s error. 20. nearly even or equal: a close 
contest. 21. having the parts near to each other; com- 
pact; dense: cloth with a close weave. 22. confined; nar- 
row; stuffy: It's pretty close in here; can't we turn on the 
air-conditioner? 23. [be + ~) practicing secrecy; secre- 
tive: They were very close about their home country. 
—adv. 24. (often: ~ + to + obj) near; close by; closely: / 
live fairly close to the train station; stood close to her 
friend. —n. (count; usually singular] 25. the act of clos- 
ing. 26. the end or conclusion: At the close of the cen- 
tury we expect worse global warming. —~Idiom. 27. 
close ranks, to join forces in a show of loyalty, esp. to 
deal with difficulty: /t‘s time for us to close ranks and stay 
together. 28. close up, from close range; in a detailed 
manner: When you examine this painting close up, you'll 
see it’s not genuine. —close-ly (klōs/lē) I'klowsliy/ adv. 
—close-ness (klds/nis) /'klowsnis/ n. [poncount) —clos- 
er (kl0/zar) /‘klowzoar/ n. [count] See -cLos-. 

close’ call’ (klds) /klows/ n. [count] a narrow escape 
from danger or trouble. 

closed (kldzd) /klowzd/ adj. 1. not open for business: 
The stores are closed on Sundays. 2. no longer operat- 
ing: All the closed shops in the mall reflect the decline of 
the economy. 

closed’-cap’tioned, adj. (of a television program) 
broadcast with captions visible with a special device, for 
people who cannot hear well. 

closed/’-cir/cuit tel’evision, n. [noncount] a system 
of televising by cable to designated viewing sets. 

closed’ shop’, n. [count] a business in which union 
membership is a condition of employment. 

close-fist-ed (klōs/fis/tid) /‘klows'fistid/ adj. not gener- 
ous in spending; stingy; miserly. 

close/’-fit/ting (klōs/-) /‘klows-/ adj. (of a garment) fit- 
ting tightly or snugly to the body: a close-fitting jacket. 

close/-knit’ (klōs-) /klows-/ adj. tightly united or con- 
nected socially, religiously, politically, etc.: a close-knit 
family. 

close:mouthed = (klds’mouthd’, -moutht’) /‘klows- 
'mawod, -'maw@t/ adj. (often: be + ~] giving no infor- 
mation; uncommunicative: very close-mouthed about the 
reasons she was fired. 

close-out (kldz/out’) /‘klowz,awt/ n. [count] 1. a sale 
on all goods before the business itself is sold. 2. a sale 
on merchandise that will no longer be carried by the 
store. 

clos-et (kloz/it) /‘klozit/ n. [count] 1. a small room or 
cabinet for storing clothing, food, etc. See illustration at 
APARTMENT. 2. WATER CLOSET. —adj. [before a noun] 3. se- 
cret, hidden, or private: a closet homosexual. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to shut up in a room for a conference, etc.: The 
President was closeted with the senators for three hours. 
—Idiom. 5. come out of the closet, to reveal a fact 
about oneself previously kept hidden or unmentioned, as 
one’s homosexuality. See -CLos-. 

close-up (Klés/up’) /‘klows,ap/ n. [count] 1. a photo- 


143 


graph taken at close range. 2. an intimate view or pres- 
entation. 

clos-ing (klō/zing) /'klowzin/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
ending; final: the closing days of the election primary. 
—n. [count] 2. the conclusion of a business deal, esp. 
the buying and selling of a house: signed the papers at 
the closing. 

clo-sure (ktd/zhar) /‘klow3ar/ n. 1. the act of closing or 
the state of being closed: [count]: the closures of several 
companies. [noncount]: forcing closure of the border. 2. 
[noncount] a bringing to an end; conclusion: His writing 
needs better closure; he doesn't know how to end an es- 
Say. See -CLOs-. 

clot (klot) /klot/ n., v., clot-ted, clotting. —n. [count] 
1. a semisolid mass, such as of blood: Blood clots had 
blocked his arteries. 2. Brit. BLOCKHEAD. —v. 3. to (cause 
to) form into clots; coagutate: [no obj]: That substance 
helps blood to clot faster. [~ + obj]: That substance 
clots blood. 

cloth (kidth, kloth) /klo6, klp@/ n., pi. cloths (klôthz, 
Klothz, kléths, Kloths), adj. —n. 1. [noncount) fabric 
made by weaving or knitting from wool, silk, polyester, 
etc., used for ctothing, upholstery, etc. 2. [count] a piece 
of such a fabric for a particular purpose: a cloth for dust- 
ing. 3. the cloth, [noncount] the clergy: a man of the 
cloth. —adj. [before a noun] 4. of or made of cloth: a 
cloth cap. 5. clothbound: c/oth-cover books. —cloth/- 
like’, adj. 

clothe (kldth) /klowd/ v. [~ + obj], clothed or clad 
(klad) /klæd/ cloth-ing. 1. to dress; attire: clothed in ele- 
gant finery. 2. to provide (someone) with clothing: The 
church needs money to clothe the poor. 3. to cover with 
or as if with clothing: The mountains were clothed in 
clouds. 

clothes (klōz, klōthz) /klowz, klowòz/ n. [plural] gar- 
ments for the body; articles of dress. —Usage. The “th” 
sounds in cLoTH “fabric” and its plurat CLoTHS “pieces of 
fabric” are pronounced quite differently from CLOTHES 
“garments for the body and things you wear.” Notice too 
that the meanings are different, and that one’s CLOTHES 
may Or may not be made of cLoTH. The noncount noun 
CLOTHING (the “th” sound here is like that of CLOTHES) is a 
more formal word for cLoTHEs, and it must be used when 
we want to refer to just one thing we wear: one article of 
clothing. 

clothes-horse (klōz/hôrs/, klōthz/-) /'klowz,hərs, 
'klowòz-/ n. [count] 1. a person too fond of clothes. 2. a 
frame on which to hang wet laundry. 

clothes-line (klōz/lin/, klōthz/-) /'klowz,layn, 'klowdz-/ 
n. [count] a line for hanging clothes to dry, usually out- 
doors. 

clothespin (klōz/pin/, KlOthz/-, klōs/-) /'klowz,pin, 
‘klow0z-, 'klows-/ n. [count] a device made like a clip 
for fastening articles to a clothesline. 

cloth-ing (klō/thing) /‘klowdin/ n. [noncount] clothes 
considered as a group; apparel: We need to provide 
warm clothing to the homeless. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 
— Usage. See CLOTHES. 

cloud (kloud) /klawd/ n. [count] 1. a white or gray mass 
of particles of water or ice in the air: The clouds blocked 
the sun. 2. any similar mass, esp. of smoke or dust: 
clouds of smoke. 3. a great number of insects, etc., fly- 
ing in a group that resembles such a mass. 4. anything 
that causes fear, suspicion, etc.: Everyone could see the 
clouds of war beginning to gather. —v. 5. to cover with 
or as if with clouds: [~ + obj): Steam had clouded the 
mirror. [no obj): The mirror clouded with steam. 6. [~ + 
obj) to make sad or gloomy: The death of her father 
clouded the publication of her book. 7. [~ + obj] to 
confuse; make hard to understand: Don't try to cloud the 
issue with unnecessary details. 8. to reveal distress, anxi- 
ety, etc., in (a part of one’s face): [~ + obj]: Worry 
clouded his brow. [no obj; ~ (+ over)]: Her brow 
clouded (over) with anger. —Idiom. 9. have one’s 
head in the clouds, a. to be lost in thought; be day- 
dreaming. b. to be impractical. 10. on a cloud or on 
cloud nine, [be + ~) very happy; in high spirits: / was 
on cloud nine when she said she would marry me. 11. 
under a cloud, in disgrace; under suspicion: He's still 
under a cloud from his earlier conviction for robbery. 
—cloud/less, adj. 

cloud-burst (kloud/birst’) /‘klawd,barst/ n. [count] a 
sudden and very heavy rainfall. 

Cloudsy (klou/dé) /'klawdiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of 
clouds; covered with ctouds: cloudy skies. 2. hard to see 
through; not clear: cloudy old windows. 3. unclear; con- 
fused: cloudy thinking. —cloud/i-ness, n. [noncount] 
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clout (klout) /klawt/ n. 1. [count] a blow or hit, esp. with 
the hand; cuff: got a clout on the head. 2. (noncount) In- 
formal. influence upon people who make decisions: still 
had a lot of clout in the sales department. —v. [~ + obj) 
3. to hit or cuff: She clouted the intruder on the head. 
—clout/er, n. [count] 

Clove’ (klov) /klowv/ n. [count] 1. the dried flower bud 
of a tropical tree of the myrtle family, used as a spice: 
The cloves came from Zanzibar. 2. the tree itself. 

clove? (klov) /klowv/ n. [count] one of the small bulbs 
formed in certain plants, as garlic. 

clove’ (kidv) /klowv/ v. a pt. of CLEAVE?. 

clo-ven (kld/van) /'klowvən/ v. l. a pp. of CLEAVE? 
—adj. 2. cleft; split; divided in two parts: the cloven hoof 
of a goat. 

clo-ver (klō/vər) /'klowvar/ n., pl. -vers, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ver. 1. a plant of the legume 
family, having three leaves joined together: [count]: look- 
ing for a rare four-leaf clover to bring good luck. [non- 
count): cattle eating clover in the pasture. —Idiom. 2. 
in clover, [noncounit] tiving a life of prosperity and com- 
fort. —clo/vered, adj. 

clo-ver-leaf (kid/var lēf/) /'klowvoar,liyf/ n., pl. -teafs, 
-leaves, adj. —n. [count] 1. a road arrangement resem- 
bling a four-leaf clover in form, for permitting traffic be- 
tween two intersecting highways: We got onto the clover- 
leaf and entered the highway going south. —adj. [before 
a noun) 2. shaped like a leaf of clover: a cloverleaf ar- 
rangement of roads. 

clown (kloun) /klawn/ n. [count] 1. a performer, esp. in 
a circus, who wears a funny costume and makeup, and 
acts to make people laugh. 2. one who does pranks to 
make people laugh; a joker: He was a clown who had his 
classmates laughing. 3. Slang. a fool. —v. [no obj; ~ ( 
+ around)) 4. to act like a ctown; act sitly or playfully: 
The girls were clowning (around) most of the night. 
—clown/ish, adj. —clown/ish-ly, adv. —clown/ish- 
ness, n. [noncoung] 

cloy-ing (kloi/ing) /'kloyin/ adj. unpleasant because of 
excess: Cloying perfume. 

clr., an abbreviation of: clear. 

club (klub) /klab/ n., v., clubbed, club-bing. —n. 1. 
[count] a heavy stick that can be used as a weapon; 
cudgel: The police swung their clubs at the demonstra- 
tors. 2. [count] a stick used to hit a batt in various 
games, such as golf: a set of golf clubs. 3. [count] a 
group of peopte organized for a social purpose: an ath- 
letic Club. 4. [count] the building or rooms used or occu- 
pied by such a group: a game of tennis at the club. 5. 
[count] an organization that offers its members certain 
benefits: a book club. 6. [count] a nightclub or cabaret. 
7. a. [count] a black figure on a playing card that resem- 
bles a three-leafed ctover. b. [count] a card bearing such 
figures: My last card was a club. c. clubs, the suit of 
cards so marked: [noricount; used with a singular verb): 
Clubs has the lowest value in bridge. (count; used with a 
plural verb]: Clubs were bid first. —v. 8. [~ + obj] to 
beat with or as if with a club: The riot police clubbed the 
demonstrators and hauled them away. 9. [no obj; ~ (+ 
together}| to combine or join (together): They clubbed 
(together) to buy their teacher a going-away present. 

club-foot (klub/foot’) /'klab,fut/ n., pl. -feet. 1. [count] 
a badly formed twisted foot, present at birth. 2. [non- 
count] the condition of having such a foot: afflicted with 
clubfoot. —club/foot/ed, adj. 

club-house (klub/hous’) /'klab,haws/ n. [count] 1. a 
building or room occupied by a club. 2. the dressing 
room of an athtetic team. 

club’ sand/wich, n. [count] a sandwich typically con- 
sisting of three slices of toast or bread with two layers of 
meat, lettuce, tomato, and mayonnaise. 

club’ so/da, n. sopa water (def. 1). 

cluck (kluk) /klak/ v. [no obj) 1. to utter the cry of a hen 
brooding or calling her chicks. —n. [count] 2. a clucking 
sound. 

clue (kId0) /kluw/ n., v., clued, clusing. —n. [count] 1. 
anything that guides or directs in the solving of a prob- 
lem, game, puzzle, etc.: / don't have a clue why he’s so 
upset. —v. 2. clue in, [~ + obj + in] to provide with 
necessary information: Can you clue us in on the 
arrangements? 

clump (klump) /klamp/ n. [count] 1. a small group or 
cluster, esp. of trees or plants. 2. a lump or mass: a 
clump of muddy fur. 3. a heavy, thumping sound, etc.: 
the clump of feet on the stairs. —v. 4. [no obj) Also, 
clomp. to walk heavily and clumsily: His heavy boots 
clumped on the stairs. 5. to (cause to) be gathered into 


clothing 


sweater 


) panties 


Un 


145 


clumps; to (cause to) form into a clump: [no obj; (~ + 
together)|: The settlers chimped (together) into little vil- 
lages. [~ + obj (+ together)]: The towns were chimped 
(together) in little pockets. 

clumesy (klum/zé) /'klamziy/ adj., -si-er, -sivest. 1. 
awkward in movement or use; lacking skill: a clumsy 
dancer. 2. awkwardly or poorly done: a clumsy apology. 
3. awkward or difficult to control or handle: The heavy 
motorcycle was Chimsy on the road. —clum/si-ly, adv. 
—clum/si-ness, n. [noncount) 

clung (klung) /klan/ v. pt. and pp. of CLING. 

clunk (klungk) /klank/ n. [count] a heavy, dull sound: We 
heard a clunk on the roof. 

clunk-er (klung/ker) /‘klankar/ n. [count] Informal. 1. 
something worthless or inferior. 2. an old, worn-out ma- 
chine, esp. a Car. 

clunk-y (klung/ké) /‘klankiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. Informal. 
awkwardly heavy; clumsy: big clunky shoes. 

clus-ter (klus/tar) /'klastor/ n. [count] 1. a number of 
things of the same kind, growing or held together; 
bunch: a cluster of flowers. 2. a group of persons or 
things close together: That cluster of stars is held to- 
gether by gravitation. —v. 3. to form or gather in a clus- 
ter: [no obj): The students clustered around the profes- 
sor. [~ + obj): The students were clustered around the 
professor. 

clutch’ (kluch) /klatf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to seize with or as 
if with the hands; hold tightly: The little girl clutched her 
doll tightly. 2. clutch at, [~ + obj] a. to try to grasp or 
hold: She chitched at my hand as | turned away. b. to try 
to use, esp. in a desperate way and when all else fails: / 
clutched at any excuse | could think of. 3. {no obj] to op- 
erate the clutch in a vehicle: He clutched carefully and 
pulled out smoothly. —n. [count] 4. Often, clutches. 
[plural] power or control, esp. when escape is impossi- 
ble: fell into the chitches of the enemy. 5. a tight grip or 
hold: Her chitch was strong on my arm. 6. a. a mechan- 
ism for connecting or disconnecting a shaft that drives a 
mechanism, such as in a car to shift gears: The clutch 
isnt working properly. b. a pedal or other control for op- 
erating this: He pushed in the chitch and released it. 
—adj. [before a noun] 7. done in a critical situation: a 
chitch shot that won the game. 8. dependable in crucial 
situations: a chitch player. 

clutch? (kluch) /klatf/ n. [count] 1. the number of eggs 
produced at one time: a clutch of only three eggs. 2. a 
number of similar things. 

clut-ter (klut/ar) /'klatər/ v. 1. to fill with things in a 
disorderly manner: [~ + (+ up) + obj]: Newspapers 
cluttered (up) the living room. {~ + obj (+ up)]: Don't 
clutter it (ip). —n. [noncount) 2. a disorderly heap; litter: 
a room full of clutter. 

cm or cm., an abbreviation of: centimeter. 

cmdg., an abbreviation of: commanding. 

Cmdr., an abbreviation of: Commander. 

cml., an abbreviation of: commercial. 

CO, an abbreviation of: 1. Colorado. 2. Commanding 
Officer. 3. conscientious objector. 

co-, prefix. 1. co- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “joint, jointly, together.” This meaning is found 
in such words as: costar, coworker. 2. A Similar mean- 
ing for this prefix is “auxiliary, helping.” This meaning is 
found in such words as: COPILOT. 

Co. or co., an abbreviation of: 1. Company. 2. County. 

C/o or c/o, an abbreviation of: care of. 

c.o., an abbreviation of: 1. care of. 2. carried over. 

coach (koch) /kowtf/ n. 1. a large, horse-drawn, four- 
wheeled carriage, usually enclosed: [count]: The coach 
Pulled up and President Lincoln got aboard. {noncount; 
by/on + ~]: They traveled by coach to Fort Courage. 2.a 
bus; public motorbus: [count]: Take the airport coach to 
the center of the city. [moncount; byfon + ~): We trav- 
eled by coach to the center of the city. 3. (count)jan or- 
dinary railroad car. 4. [noncount) a class of airline travel 
less expensive than first class: His seat was in coach. 5. 
[count] a person who trains an athlete or team: a football 
coach. 6. [count] a private instructor for a singer, actor, 
etc.: a drama coach. —v. 7. to instruct or work as a 
coach: [~ + obj]: to coach golfers. [no obj): He wanted 
to coach but never got the chance. —adv. 8. in coach- 
Class seats: to fly coach. 

coacheman (kōch/mən) /'kowtfmon/ n. [count], 
-men. a man employed to drive a coach or carriage. 
co-ag-u-late (kō ag/ya lat’) / kow'wgyaleyt v., -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to change from a fluid into a thickened mass, as 
blood does when it forms a clot; congeal: [mo obj]: The 
blood from the wound coagulated. [~ + obj): This sub- 
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Stance does not coagulate the blood. —co-ag-u-la-tion 
(kō ag/ya la’shan) /kow,xgya'leyfan/ n. [nonconnt] 

coal (kdl) /kowl/ n. 1. [noncount] a mineral substance 
made of carbon, used as a fuel: Coal is formed from 
dead vegetative matter. 2. [count] a piece of glowing or 
burned wood or other combustible substance: a few 
coals still burning in the fireplace. 3. {noncount) char- 
coal. —Idiom. 4. rake or haul over the coals, [rake/ 
haul + obj + over the + ~-s] to scold or reprimand se- 
verely: raked him over the coals for falling asleep on 
guard duty. 

co-a-lesce (k6/a les’) /,kowa'les/ v. [no obj], -lesced, 
-lesc-ing. 1. to unite; join together: The various groups 
coalesced into one party. 2. to blend or come together: 
Their ideas coalesced into a new theory. —co/a-les/- 
cence, n. [noncount] See -ALESC-. 

co»aelistion (kō/ə lish/ən) /,kowo'lifon/ n. [count] a 
combination, esp. a temporary one between different 
groups, etc.: The coalition government was formed by li- 
berals, radicals, and socialists. —co/a+li/tioneal, adj. 
—co/arli/tion-ist, n. [count] 

coal’ tar’, n. [noncount] a thick black liquid obtained 
from coal, used in making dyes and drugs. 

coarse (kors, kors) /kors, kowrs/ adj., coars-er, coars- 
est. 1. made up of relatively large parts or particles: 
coarse sand. 2. lacking in delicacy of texture, etc.: coarse 
fabric; coarse skin. 3. lacking refinement; unpolished: 
coarse manners. 4. vulgar; obscene: coarse language. 
—coarse/ly, adv. —coarse/ness, n. [noncount] 

coars-en (k6r/san, k6r/-) /‘korsan, 'kowr-/ v. to (cause 
to) become coarse: [no Obj): His skin coarsened after 
years of working in the sun. (~ + obj): That harsh 
weather coarsened his skin. 

coast (kōst) /kowst/ n. [count] 1. the land next to the 
sea; seashore: We drove along the coast on Route 1. 2. 
the region next to this land: Up and down the eastern 
coast the storm raged. 3. a slide down a hill or slope, as 
on a sled. —v. {no obj) 4. to descend or go down, as in a 
car, on a bicycle, etc., without using power: We cut off 
the motor and coasted into town. 5. to go forward or 
progress with little effort: /n senior year many students 
want to coast through to graduation. —Idiom. 6. the 
coast is clear, nothing is present to interfere with one’s 
progress: The guard’s gone and the coast is clear; for- 
ward, men! 

coasteal (kds/tl) /‘kowstl/ adj. [before a noun) of or re- 
lating to the coast; located near or on the coast: coastal 
waters; coastal towns; a coastal highway. 

coast-er (kō/stər) /‘kowstor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that coasts. 2. a small dish or mat, esp. for placing 
under a glass. 3. ROLLER COASTER. 

Coast’ Guard’, n. [proper noun; usually: the + Ñ) a 
U.S. military service whose duty is to enforce laws of the 
sea, Save lives and property at sea, etc. 

coast-line (kdost/lin’) /‘kowst,layn/ n. [count] 1. the out- 
line of a coast; shoreline: a rugged coastline. 2. the land 
and water lying next to a shoreline. 

coat (kot) /Kowt/ n. [count] 1. an outer garment cover- 
ing at least the upper part of the body: He put on his 
warm winter coat. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. a natu- 
ral covering, such as hair, the bark of a tree, or the skin 
of a fruit: an animal's fur coat. 3. a layer of anything that 
covers a surface: a coat of paint. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
cover with a layer or coating: furniture coated with dust. 

coating (kō/ting) /‘kowtin/ n. [count] a layer that 
covers a surface: a thick coating of dust. 

coat’ of arms’, n. [count], pi. coats’ of arms’. a full 
display of the special designs, in the form of a shield, 
that represent a noble family. 

coat’ of mail’, n. [coung, pl. coats’ of mail”. a piece 
of clothing made of chain mail or metal scales, worn by 
knights on the upper part of the body. 

coat-tail (kot/tal’) /‘kowt,teyl/ n. [count] 1. one of the 
two tails on the back of a man’s dress coat or jacket. 
—adj. {before a noun] 2. gained by association with an- 
other: one of the coattail benefits of joining the union. 
—TIdiom. 3. on someone's coattails, aided by associa- 
tion with another: elected to office on the President's 
coattails. 

co-aurthor (kō 6/thar, k6/6/-) /kow'oOar, 'kow,o-/ n. 
[count] 1. one of two or more joint authors: the book's 
coauthors. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to be a coauthor of: He co- 
authored several important texts. 

coax (koks) /kowks/ v. 1. to attempt to influence by 
gentle persuasion, etc.; persuade: [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: Maybe you can coax her to sing. [~ + obj + into 
+ verb-ing]: See if you can coax them into giving us the 
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recipe. [used with quotations). “Come on,” he 
coaxed, ‘you can do it.” 2.[~ + obj + from + obj) to 
obtain or get (something) by coaxing: to coax a secret 
from someone. 3. [~ + obj] to maneuver into a desired 
position by careful handling: He coaxed the large chair 
through the tiny door. —coax/er, n. [count] —coax/- 
ing-ly, adv.: He spoke coaxingly to the cat. 

co-ax/ial ca/ble (kō ak/sé al) /kow'æksiyəl/ n. [count] 
a cable used for transmitting high-frequency signals. 

cob (kob) /knb/ n. [count] 1. corncos (def. 1): We ate 
corn on the cob at the summer picnic. 2. a male swan. 

co.balt (kō/bôlt) /'kowbəlt/ n. [noncount] a hard whitish 
metal element used to produce a blue coloring. 

cob-ble! (kob/al) /'kobal/ v. [~ + obj], -bled, -bling. 1. 
to mend (shoes, etc.); patch: He cobbled shoes for a liv- 
ing. 2. [~ (+ together)] to put together roughly or clum- 
sily: They cobbled (together) a temporary agreement. 

cob-ble? (kob/al) /‘knbol/ n., v., -bled, -bling. —n. 
[count] 1. a cobblestone. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pave with 
cobblestones: The streets were cobbled with bricks. 

cob-bler (kob/ler) /‘koblor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
cobbles. 2. a deep fruit pie with a thick biscuit crust: a 
peach cobbler. 

cob-ble-stone (kob/al stdn’) /‘knbol,stown/ n. a stone 
used in paving: [count]: a sidewalk paved with cobble- 
stones. [noncount]: a road made of cobblestone. 
—cob/ble-stoned’, adj.: a cobbiestoned street. 

coebra (kō/brə) /'kowbro/ n. [count], pl. -bras. a poi- 
sonous snake that can flatten its neck into the shape of a 
hood. 

cob-web (kob/web/’) /‘knob,web/ n. [count] 1. a web of 
threads produced by a spider: brushing the cobwebs off 
his arm. 2. cobwebs, [plura confusion or indistinct- 
ness: Clearing the cobwebs out of one’s brain. 

co-caine (kō kan’, kō/kān) /kow'keyn, 'kowkeyn/ n. 
[noncount] a crystallike substance made from coca 
leaves, used to kill pain and also used as an illegal drug: 
addicted to cocaine. 

cocecyx (kok/siks) /‘koksiks/ n. [count], pl. coc-cy-ges 
(kok si4jéz, koksi jéz’) /kok'sayd3iyz, 'knksi,d3iyz/. a 
triangular bone at the lower end of the spinal column; 
tailbone. 

coch-lesa (kok/lé ə, kō/klē ə) /'kpkliyə, 'kowkliyo/ n. 
[count], pl. -leeae (-lé &/, -lē i/) /-liy,iy, -liy ,ay/ -leeas. the 
spiral-shaped part of the inner ear in mammals. 
—coch/leear, adj. 

cock! (kok) /knk/ n. [count] 1. a male chicken; rooster. 
2. the male of any bird. 3. Also called stopcock. a hand- 
operated valve or faucet that controls the flow of liquid or 
gas. 4. Slang (vulgar). Penis. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to draw 
back the hammer of (a firearm) before firing: He cocked 
the gun, aimed, and fired. 6. to draw back (the fist) in 
preparation for throwing or hitting: He cocked his arm as 
if to throw the ball. 

cock? (kok) /knok/ v. [~ + obj] to make (something) 
stand erect: The puppy cocked its ear at the sound. 

cock-asmasmie or cocksasmasmy (kok’/a ma/mé) 
/koko,meymiy/ adj. [usually: before a noun] Slang. ridic- 
ulous; nonsensical: another of his cockamamie tdeas. 

cock/’-and-bull/ sto’ry, n. [count] an absurd story 
presented as an excuse: a cock-artd-bull story about how 
the dog ate her homework. 

cock-a-too (kok/a td’) /'knka,tuw/ n. [count], pi. -toos. 
a large, usually white crested parrot of Australia and New 
Guinea. 

cocked’ hat’ (kokt) /kpkt/ n. [count] a man’s hat hav- 
ing a wide, stiff brim turned up on two or three sides. 

cock-er-el (kok/sr al) /'kokərəl/ n. [count] a young 
rooster. 

cock/er spaniel, n. [count] one of a breed of small 
spaniels. 

cock-eyed (kok/id’) /‘knk,ayd/ adj. Slang. 1. tilted or 
slanted to one side; off-center: The wall map is cockeyed. 
2. foolish; absurd; crazy: a cockeyed scheme. 

cock-fight (kok/fit’) ‘kok fayt/ n. [count] a fight set up 
between gamecocks usually fitted with spurs: to bet on a 
cockfight. —cock/fight/ing, n. [noncourt] 

cockle (kok/al) /‘kokal/ n. [count] 1. a shellfish with 
two connected heart-shaped shells. 2. cOCKLESHELL (defs. 
1, 2). —Idiom. 3. cockles of one’s heart, the place of 
one’s deepest feelings: The happy story warmed the 
cockles of tny Neart. 

cock-le-shell (kok/al shel’) /‘kokal fel/ n. [count] 1. the 
shell of a cockle. 2. the shell of any other shellfish with 
two connected shells. 

cock-ney (kok/né) /'kokniy/ m., pl. -neys. 1. [count; 


146 


sometimes: Cockney] an inhabitant of the East End dis- 
trict of London, England. 2. [noncount; sometimes: 
Cockney] the speech of this population. —cock/ney, 
cockeney:ish, adj.: a cockney accent. 

cockpit (kok/pit’) /‘kok,pit/ n. [count] a space in the 
forward body of an airplane containing the flying controls 
and seat for the pilot. 

cock-roach (kok/roch’) /‘kok,rowtf/ n. [count] an in- 
sect that has a flattened body and is a common house- 
hold pest. Also called roach. 

cockscomb (koks/k6m/) /'knks,kowm/ n. [count] the 
red growth or comb that grows on the top of the head of 
a cock. 

cock-sure (kok/shdor’) /'kok'fur/ adj. overly sure; over- 
confident: a cocksure manner. —cock/sure/ly, adv. 
—cock/sure/ness, n. [noncount] 

cock-tail (kok/tal’) /‘kok,teyl/ n. 1. [count] any of vari- 
ous chilled mixed drinks, made up typically of an alco- 
holic liquor mixed with flavorings. 2. a cold mixture of 
small pieces of food served as an appetizer: [noncount): 
He ate shrimp cocktail every chance he had. [count]: He 
had only fruit cocktail for lunch. 3. [count] a mixture 
made up of many different ingredients: 2 cocktail of jet 
fuel and kerosene, alcohol and ethanol. —adj. [before a 
noun] 4. styled for more formal or festive occasions: a 
cocktail dress. 5. used in or suitable for cocktails: a jar of 
cocktail onions. 

cock-+y (kok/é) /'kokiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. arrogant; con- 
ceited; cocksure: a brash, cocky manner. —cock-i-ly 
(kok/o lē) /'kokoliy/ adv. —cock/i-ness, n. [(noncount] 

cocoa (kō/kō) /'kowkow/ n. 1. [noncount] a powder 
made from cacao seeds. 2. cacao (def. 2). 3. [noncount] 
a beverage made by mixing cocoa powder with hot milk 
or water. 4. [count] a serving of this beverage: /7// have 
two hot cocoas, please. 

coconut or cocoanut (k6’ke nut’) //kowko,nat/ n. 
1. [count] the large, hard-shelled seed of the coconut 
palm tree, lined with a white edible meat and containing 
a milky liquid. 2. [noncount] the meat of the coconut, 
used in cooking: This candy has coconut in it. 

co-coon (ka kaon’) /ka'kuwn/ n. [count] 1. the silky en- 
velope spun by caterpillars, serving as a protective cover- 
ing while they are developing. 2. anything that encloses 
like a cocoon: A cocoon of blankets, sheets, and pillows 
kept her warm. 

cod (kod) /knd/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of as a group) 
-cod, (esp. for kinds or species) -cods. 1. [count] a fish 
found in cool, N Atlantic waters, caught for food: caught a 
cod. 2. [noncount] its flesh, eaten as food: a dish of 
baked cod. 

C.O.D. or c.o.d., an abbreviation of: cash, or collect, on 
delivery. 

coeda (kō/də) /‘kowdo/ n. [count], pl. -das. 1. an ending 
passage of a piece of music. 2. a conclusion, esp. a 
summary of preceding themes, such as in a drama. 

codedle (kod/l) /‘kndl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -dling. 1. to 
treat too tenderly or too carefully; pamper: She coddled 
her son and never let him take care of himself. 2. to 
cook (eggs, etc.) in water just below the boiling point. 

code (kéd) /kowd/ n., v., coded, cod-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] a system for communication by telegraph, etc., in 
which the letters are represented by long and short 
sounds, etc.: Morse code. 2. a system used to keep a 
message short or secret, with letters or symbols assigned 
meanings known only to the sender and receiver: 
[count]: They tried to crack the code used by the enemy. 
[noncount]: a message written in code. 3. [count] letters, 
numbers, or other symbols used in a code system to re- 
present or identify something: The code for your English 
course is 4907. 4. [count] a collection of rules or regula- 
tions, such as for a business: a local health code. 5. 
[count] the statements or instructions in a computer pro- 
gram: We'll have to look at the code to see why this pro- 
gram crashed. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to translate (a message) 
into a code; encade: He coded the message and sent it 
to London, —cod/er, n. [count] 

co-deine (kō/dēn) /‘kowdiyn/ nm. [noncount] a white 
substance obtained from opium and used chiefly to re- 
lieve pain and coughing. 

code’ word’, n. [count] a word or phrase that has a 
different meaning from its apparent meaning, used to 
communicate something secretly. 

co-dex (k0/deks) /‘kowdeks/ n. [count], pl. co-di-ces 
(kō/də séz’, kod/a-) /'kowda,siyz, ‘knda-/. a book of 
writing written by hand, usually of a classic or the 
Scriptures. 

cod-fish (kod/fish’) /‘kod,fif/ n., pl. (esp. when thought 
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of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) -fish-es. 
cop. 

codg-er (koj’er) /'knd3ar/ n. [count] a man who behaves 
oddly or in an unusual way, esp. one who is elderly. 

codei-cil (kod/a sal) /'kodəsəl/ n. [count] a note to a will 
containing a change of something in the original. 

cod-i-fy (kod/a fi’, kō/də-) /'knda,fay, 'kowdə-/ v. [~ + 
obj), -fied, -fy-ing. to arrange or put (laws, etc.) into a 
code: We want to codify the procedures. —cod/i-fi/er, n. 
[count] 

coed or co-ed (kō/ed/, -ed’) /'kow'ed, -,ed/ adj. 1. 
serving both men and women alike; coeducational: co-ed 
classes. 2. of or relating to a coed: Coed dress rules 
were different from those for males. —n. [count] 3. a fe- 
male student in a coeducational institution. 

co-ed-u-castion (kd’ej 66 ka/shan) /,kowed3u'keyfən/ 
n. [noncount) the education of both sexes in the same 
institution and in the same classes. —co/ed-u-ca/- 
tional, adj.: coeducational schooling. 

co-erce (kō urs’) /kow'srs/ v., -erced, -erc-ing. 1. [~ + 
obj + into + verb-ing] to compel by force or violence: 
She coerced him into signing that document, 2. [~ + 
obj) to bring about through force: to coerce obedience. 
—co-erc’er, n. [count] —co-er-cive (kō (ir’siv) 
/kow'srsiv/ adj. 

co-er-cion (kō ûr/shən) /kow 'srfən/ n. [noncount) the 
act of coercing: a lot of coercion to make her cooperate. 

co-exist (kō/ig zist’) /,kowig'zist/ v. [no obj] 1. to exist 
at the same time: The two empires coexisted on opposite 
sides of the globe. 2. (esp. of nations) to exist together 
peacefully: We coexisted for years with our enemies. 
—co’ex-ist/ence, 1. [noncount) 

cof-fee (k6/fé, kof/é) /'kofiy, 'kofiy/ n. 1. [noncount) a 
beverage made from hot water poured over the roasted 
ground or crushed seeds (cof/fee beans’) of the fruit of 
certain coffee trees. 2. [noncount] the seeds or fruits 
themselves, or a powder similar to the ground seeds, 
used to make the beverage. 3. [noncount] a tropical tree 
that produces coffee beans. 4. (count) a cup of coffee: II 
have two coffees, one with sugar and one without. 5. 
(voncount) medium to dark brown. —adj. [usually before 
a noun) 6. of a coffee color. 7. flavored with coffee. 

cof/fee break’, n. [count] a break from work for cof- 
fee, a snack, etc. 

cof-fee-house (k0/fé hous’, kof/é-) /'kofiy,haws, 
'kofiy-/ n. [count] an establishment that serves coffee 
and other refreshments. 

cof’fee klatsch/’ (or klatch’), n. KAFFEEKLATSCH. 

cof-fee-pot (kd/fé pot’, kof/é-) /'kofiy,pot, 'kofiy-/ n. 
[count] a container, usually with a handle and a spout or 
lip, in which coffee is made or served, or both. 

cof/fee shop’, n. [count] a small restaurant serving 
light meals. 

cof/fee ta/ble, n. [count] a low table, usually placed in 
front of a sofa. See illustration at APARTMENT. 

cof-fer (kô/fər, koffar) /'kəfər, 'knfor/ n. [count] 1. a 
box or chest, esp. one for valuables. 2. coffers, [plural] 
the treasury of an organization; its funds: Our coffers are 
empty. 

cof-fin (kô/fin, kofin) /‘kofin, 'kofin/ n. [count] the box 
in which the body of a dead person is buried; casket. 

cog (kog, kôg) /kng, kog/ n. [count] 1. a gear tooth that 
fits into the slot on a wheel with similar teeth, to transfer 
motion or power 2. a cogwheel. 3. a person who plays a 
minor part in an organization, etc.: He's just a small cog 
in this business. 

co-gent (k0/jant) /‘kowd3ant/ adj. convincing; believa- 
ble: some cogent arguments in favor of hiring her. 
—co’gen-cy, n. [noncount): an argunient with force and 
cogency. —co/’gentely, adv.: argued cogently. 

cog-i-tate (koj/i tat’) /‘knd3i,tcyt/ v. [no obj], -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. to ponder; think about something; meditate: 
cogitating about how he had gotten himself into this 
mess. —cogeicta-tion (koj/i ta”shan) /,knodzi'teyfon/ n. 
(noncount): Even after long cogitation there was no solu- 
tion. —cog/i-ta/tor, n. [count] 

cor-gnac (kōn/yak, kon/-) /‘kownyxk, 'kon-/ nu. (often: 
Cognac] brandy produced near the town of Cognac, in W 
central France: [noncouut): He swirled the glass of co- 
gnac. [count]: a very good cognac. 

cog-nate (kog/nat) /‘kngneyt/ adj. descended from the 
same language or form: cognate words. See -NAT-. 

cog-ni-tion (kog nish’an) /kng'nifan/ n. [noucount) the 
mental act of learning; understanding; perception: Scien- 
tists were watching the subject's brain waves during cog- 
nition. —cogeni/tion-al, adj. —cogeni-tive (kog/ni tiv) 
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‘kognitiv/ adj.: the cognitive processes of language 
learning. See -GNOS-. 

cog*ni-zance (kog/na zans) /'kognəzəns/ n. [noncount] 
1. awareness or realization; notice: to take cognizarice of 
a Slighting remark. 2. the range or scope of a person’s 
knowledge, etc.: perceptions beyond my cognizance. 

cogsni-zant (kog/ne zant) /'kngna zant/ adj. [be + ~ + 
of} aware; mindful: is coguizant of the probleni. See 
-GNOS-. 

co-gno-scenti (konya  shen/té, kog/na-) /,kv- 
nyo'fentiy, ,kngno-/ n, pl. -te (-ta, -té) /-tey, -tiy/. 
[count] well-informed persons, esp. those with expert 
knowledge of a particular field: The cognoscenti were 
aware of the play on words in that song, but most listen- 
ers didn't catch it. 

cog-wheel (kog/hwél’, -wél’) /'kog,hwiy!, -,wiyl/ n. 
[count] a gearwheel, esp. one having teeth inserted into 
slots. 

corhab-it (kō hab/it) /kow'hwbit/ v. 1. [no obj] to live 
together as husband and wife without being married. 2. 
[7 + obj] to dwell with another or share the same place, 
as different species of animals: Can man cohabit the 
earth with the rest of nature? —co-hab:iteant (kō hab/it- 
nt) /kow'hebitnt/ co-hab/it-er, n. (count) —co-hab-i-ta- 
tion (kō hab/i ta”shan) /kow,hebi'teyfan/ n. [noncount 
See -HAB-. 

co-here (kō hér/) /kow'htar/ v. (no obj), -hered, -her- 
ing. 1. to stick together; be united: The plastic and wood 
cant cohere without special glue. 2. to be logically con- 
nected; be consistent: The arguments cohere nicely. See 
-HERE-. 

co-her-ence (kō hér’ans, -her’-) /kow ‘hisrans, -'her-/ 
n. [noncount) a quality, state, or condition that is coher- 
ent: Your paper needs more coherence to be believable. 
See -HERE-. 

co-her-ent (kō hér’ant, -her’-) /kow'hiorant, -'her-/ adj. 
1. logically connected; consistent: a coherent speech. 2. 
speaking, talking, or thinking lucidly: The patient is co- 
herent now. 3. having a natural agreement of parts; har- 
monious: a coherent design. —co-her/ent-ly, adv. See 
-HERE-. 

co-he-sion (kō hé/zhan) /kow'hiy3on/ n. [noncount) the 
act or state of cohering: social cohesion. 

co-he-sive (kō hé/sav) /kow 'hiysəv/ adj. fitting well to- 
gether; working or relating well together: We tried to 
make the group more cohesive. —co-he/sive-ly, adv. 
—co-he/sive-ness, n. [noncount) See -HES-. 

coif (kwaf) /kwaf/ n., v. COIFFURE. 

coiffure (kwä fydor’) /kwa'fyur/ n., pl. -fures, v., 
-fured, -fursing. —n. [count] 1. a style of arranging the 
hair. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to arrange (the hair) in a coiffure: 
They coiffured her hair. —coif-fur/ist, 1. [count] 

coil (koil) /koyl/ v. 1. to wind (something) into rings one 
above the other or one around the other: [no obj): 
Smoke coiled up the chimney. [~ + obj): She coiled her 
scarf around her neck. 2.[~ + obj] to gather (rope, etc.) 
into loops: Coil the garden hose and hang it in the ga- 
rage. —n. [count] 3. a series of spirals or rings into 
which something is wound: a coil of rope. 4. a single 
such ring: hair tied into a tight coil. 5. an arrangement of 
pipes, as in a radiator. 

coin (koin) /koyn/ n. 1. [count] a piece of metal stamped 
and issued by a government as money: How many coins 
do you have in your pocket? 2. [noncount] a number of 
such pieces: She paid him in coin. 3. [noncount) Infor- 
mal. money; cash: You have any coin, man? —adj. (be- 
fore a noun) 4. [sometimes: ~-operated] operated by the 
insertion of a coin or coins: a coin-operated laundry. —v. 
[~ + obj] 5. to make (coins) by stamping metal: They 
coined nickels and dimes at the mint. 6. to invent; fabri- 
cate: to coin an expression. —Idiom. 7. pay someone 
back in his or her own coin, to strike back against 
someone by using the person’s own methods. —coin/a- 
ble, adj. —coin/er, n. [count]: a coiner of new words. 

coin-age (koi/nij) /‘koynid3/ n. 1. (nonconnt) the act or 
process of making coins: When did coinage begin? 2. 
[noncount] the types of coins issued by a nation: a mu- 
seum displaying Greek coinage. 3. [connut] an invented 
word: “Ecdysiast” is a coinage of H. L. Mencken. 

co-in-cide (k0/in sid’) /,kowin'sayd/ v., -cid-ed, -cid-ing. 
1. to occupy the same place or time: [no obj]: Our vaca- 
tions coincided this year. [~ + with + obj]: My vacation 
didn't coincide with my children's. 2. (of two objects) to 
correspond exactly: [no obj): The two triangles | cut ont 
coincide. [~ + with + obj]: This one coincides with the 
other. 3. to agree; concur: [no obj]: Our opinions coin- 


coincidence to collar 


cide more often than not. [~ + with + obj]: My opinion 
didn't coincide with hers this time. See -CIDE-. 

co-ineciedence (kō in/si dans) /kow'insidons/ n. a sur- 
prising chance occurrence of two or more events at once: 
[noncount): Our meeting was pure coincidence. [count]: 
What a coincidence, meeting you here? 

co-in-cieden-tal (kd/in sa den/tl) /,|kKowinsa'dentl/ adj. 
happening by coincidence: Our meeting was coincidental; 
no one planned it. 

co-ietus (kō/i tas) /‘kowitas/ n. [noncount] sexual inter- 
course, esp. between a man and a woman. —co-i-tal 
(kõi tl) /‘kowitl/ adj. 

coke’ (kok) /kowk/ n. [nonconnt] the solid carbon prod- 
uct obtained from coal and used chiefly as a fuel. 

coke? (kok) /kowk/ n., v., coked, cok-ing. Slang. —n. 
[noncount) 1. cocaine. —v. [~ + obj (+ up)) 2. to affect 
with cocaine: completely coked (up) when we found him. 

col-, prefix. col- is another form of com- that is used be- 
fore roots beginning with /: collateral. 

Col., an abbreviation of: 1. Colonel. 2. Colorado. 

col., an abbreviation of: 1. college. 2. colonial. 3. col- 
ony. 4. color. 5. colored. 6. column. 

corla (kō/lə) /‘kowla/ n., pl. -las. a carbonated soft drink 
containing an extract made from kola nuts: [noncount): 
They drink too much cola. [count]: Of all the colas on the 
market, which one do you like best? 

COLA (kō/lə) /‘kowlo/ n. [count], pl. COLAs or COLA’s. 
cost-of-living adjustment: an automatic adjustment in 
wages or social-security payments to take into account 
rises in the cost of living. 

colkan-eder (kul’an dar, kol/-) /‘kalondor, ‘kol-/ n. 
[count] a container with many small holes in the bottom 
and sides, used for draining and straining foods. 

cold (kōld) /kowld/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv. —adj. 1. hav- 
ing a relatively low temperature: The water is cold. 2. [be 
+ ~ feeling an uncomfortable lack of warmth; chilled: 
I'm really cold today; where's my sweater? 3. having a 
temperature lower than what is normal, expected, or 
usual: cold hands. 4. [before a noun] (of food) cooked, 
then cooled before eaten: cold chicken for a sandwich. 5. 
lacking in passion, enthusiasm, etc.: cold reason. 6. not 
affectionate or friendly: a cold reply. 7. lacking sensual 
desire; frigid: Her touch was cold. 8. [be + ~] uncon- 
scious because of a severe blow, shock, etc.: He was 
knocked cold. See out cold below. 9. no longer fresh; 
faint: By the time they figure out who robbed the store, 
the trail will be cold. 10. [be + 7] (in games) distant 
from the object of search or the correct answer: What 
was your guess? “Hawaii?” No, you're cold, the right an- 
swer was “Fiji.” —n. 11. [noncount] the absence of heat 
or warmth: the cold of deep space. 12. [noncount] the 
sensation produced by loss of heat from the body: The 
cold of the steel floor on his face woke the prisoner. 13. 
[noncount; the + ~] cold weather: Don't stay out in the 
cold too long. 14. [count] Also called common cold. an 
illness of the lungs, throat, and nose, with sneezing, 
coughing, etc., caused by viruses: Some people think vi- 
tamin C helps prevent colds. —adv. 15. with complete 
knowledge and ability; thoroughly: He knew his speech 
cold. 16. without preparation or prior notice: He walked 
into the interview cold. —Idiom. 17. catch or take (a) 
cold, [no obj] to become afflicted with a cold. 18. have 
or get cold feet, [no obj] to be afraid or unwilling to do 
something; to lack courage: We got cold feet and didn't 
go through with our plan. 19. leave (someone) cold, to 
fail to excite or interest (someone): The thought of him 
as governor leaves me cold. 20. out cold, unconscious 
because of a severe blow: The guard was ont cold when 
we found him. 21. (out) in the cold, neglected; ignored; 
forgotten: He was left out in the cold when he lost the 
election. 22. throw cold water on, to dampen some- 
one’s enthusiasm about: The boss threw cold water on 
our plans for expansion. —cold/ly, adv.: He denied me 
coldly when | asked for a raise. —cold/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

cold’-blood/’ed or cold’blood/ed, adj. 1. of or refer- 
ring to animals, as fishes and reptiles, whose blood tem- 
perature changes with the temperature of the air or water 
surrounding them: cold-blooded crocodiles. 2. done or 
acting without emotion: a cold-blooded killer. 3. sensi- 
tive to cold: [m cold-blooded and need very warm 
clothes in winter. —cold/-blood/edsly, adv.: He was 
cold-bloodedly leh behind to die. —cold/-blood’ed: 
ness, n. [Noncount) 

cold’ cream’, n. [noncount] a cream used as a cos- 
metic for cleansing or soothing the face and neck. 

cold’ cuts’, n. [piural| slices of various prepared meats 
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and sometimes cheeses served cold: a table loaded with 
cold cuts. 

cold’ front’, n. [count] the zone separating two air 
masses, in which the cooler mass replaces the warmer: a 
cold front pushing down from Canada. 

cold’ shoul/der, n. [count] deliberate indifference or 
other unfriendly treatment: We gave her the cold shoul- 
der whenever we saw her. —cold/-shoul/der, v. [~ + 
obj): We cold-shouldered him after he reported to the 
boss about us. 

cold’ sore’, n. [count] a cluster of blisters appearing in 
or around the mouth or sometimes the nostril, caused by 
a virus. Also called fever blister. 

cold’ tur’key, n. [noncount] 1. sudden and complete 
withdrawal from the use of an addictive substance: went 
cold turkey to stop smoking. —adv. 2. abruptly and com- 
pletely: to withdraw cold turkey from a drug. 3. without 
preparation: He gave the speech cold turkey. —cold/- 
tur/key, adj.: cold-turkey withdrawal. 

cold’ war’, n. [count] 1. intense political or military ri- 
valry between nations just short of armed fighting. 2. 
[Cold War; often: the + ~ such rivalry after World War Il 
between the Soviet Union and the U.S., and their allies: 
With the breakup of Communism the two leaders de- 
clared that the Cold War was over. 

cole-slaw (kō!/slô/) /‘kowl,slo/ n. [noncount] a salad of 
chopped raw cabbage and seasoned mayonnaise. 

colic (kolik) /‘kolik/ n. [noncount] 1. sharp, sudden 
pain in the abdomen or bowels. 2. a condition in infants 
characterized by colic: That baby must have colic; she's 
been screaming for hours. —col/ick+y, adj.: She was a 
colicky baby. 

coleiese-um (koli sé%am) /,koli'siyam/ n. [coun] a sta- 
dium or large theater for sporting events, exhibitions, etc. 

Corlietis (ka li/tis, kO-) /ka'laytis, kow-/ n. [poncounf] in- 
flammation of the colon. 

coll., an abbreviation of: 1. college. 2. collegiate. 3. col- 
loquial. 

col-lab-o-rate (ka lab’a rat’) /ko'lebo,reyt/ v., -rat-ed, 
-rat-ing. 1. to work together; cooperate, as on writing a 
book, etc.: [no obj; (~ + on + obj))}: The two writers col- 
laborated on the script. [~ + with]: He collaborated with 
Ira Gershwin. 2. [no obj; (~ + with + obj)] to cooperate 
with an enemy nation, esp. with an enemy occupying 
one’s country: guilty of collaborating; found guilty of col- 
laborating with the enemy. —colelabeo-rastion (ka lab/’a- 
ra’shan) /ko,laba'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —col-lab-o-ra- 
tive (ka lab/a ra/tiv, -ə ra tiv) /ka'laba,reytiv, -orativ/ 
adj. —col-lab/o-ra/tor, n. [count] See -LAB-. 

col-lage (ka lazh/) /ka'la3/ n. 1. [noncount) a technique 
of making a work of art by pasting on a surface various 
materials such as newspaper clippings or parts of photo- 
graphs around a common theme. 2. [count] a work pro- 
duced by this technique. 3. [count] a film, book, story, 
play, or other work that shifts suddenly from one unre- 
lated scene or image to another, or that combines differ- 
ent styles in one: The book was a strange collage of his- 
tory, sociology, science fiction, and war theory. —col- 
lagist, n. [count] 

col-lapse (kə laps’) /ka'laps/ v., -lapsed, -laps-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to fal! or cave in; crumble suddenly: [no obj]: The 
bridge collapsed in the earthquake. [~ + obj): The 
weight of the snow collapsed the roof. 2. [no obj) to be 
made so that sections or parts can be folded up, as for 
storage: The baby’s playpen collapses easily. 3. [~ + 
obj) to fold up (sections) for storage: We collapsed the 
playpen and stowed it in the car. 4. [no obj] to break 
down; fail utterly: The peace talks have collapsed once 
again. 5. [no obj] to fall unconscious or fall down, such 
as from a heart attack or exhaustion. 6. [no obj] to fall or 
decline suddenly, as in value: The market collapsed and 
investors lost money. —n. 7. [noncount] a falling in, 
down, or together: trapped by the collapse of a tunnel. 
8. a sudden, complete failure; breakdown: [count]: a 
mental collapse. [noncount]: a system facing collapse at 
any moment. —col-laps/i-ble, adj.: Collapsible chairs 
can easily be stored. —col-laps-i-bil-i-ty (kə lap/sə bili- 
tē) /kə lapsa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] See -LaPs-. 

collar (kol’ar) /'kolor/ n. [count] 1. the part of a shirt, 
blouse, etc., that goes around the neckline of the gar- 
ment. 2. anything worn or placed around the neck. 3. a 
leather or metal band fastened around the neck of an 
animal: We put the collar on the puppy and took her out 
for a walk. 4. Informal. an arrest; capture: The police 
made the collar only minutes after the mugging. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 5. to seize by the collar or neck. 6. to stop and 
keep (someone) in conversation: She collared me in the 
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hatlway and asked when | would have the report finished. 
7. Informal. to place under arrest: The police managed 
to collar him just a few blocks away. —col/lar-less, adj. 

col-lar-bone (kol’ar bon’) /'kolor,bown/ s. [count] one 
of the two bones that extend from the shoulder at the 
front of the body and are attached to the breastbone. 

col-late (ka lat”, kO/lat, kol/at) /kə'leyt, ‘kowleyt, 'ko- 
leyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lateed, -lat-ing. 1. to arrange 
(pages) in their proper order: Please collate these copies 
and staple them. 2. to compare (texts, etc.) critically: 
Collate our findings and see what similarities there are. 
—col-la/tor, n. [count] See -tat-'. 

col-lat-er-al (kə lat/er al) /kə'lætərəl/ m. [noncount] 1. 
security, pledged or promised to a bank or other lender 
if payment of a loan cannot be made: Their House was 
their collateral for the college loan. —adj. 2. accompany- 
ing; auxiliary: Collateral damage during the war meant 
the damage inflicted on nonniilitary targets. 3. additional 
and proving or confirming: We found this collateral evi- 
dence at the scene of the crime. 4. made secure by col- 
lateral: coHateral property. 5. [before a nounj(of a rela- 
tive) descended from the same stock, but in a different 
line: collateral relatives descended through different sons 
or daughters. —col-lat/er-al-ly, adv. See -vat-?. 

col-la-tion (kə lā/shən, kō-, ko-) /ka'leyfan, kow-, ko-/ 
n. 1. the act of collating; fact or result of being collated: 
[noncount]: With this machine, collation takes only 
seconds. [count]: A collation of alt the data will take 
years. 2. [count] a light meal, esp. one on a day of fast- 
ing. 

colleague (kol/éq) /'koliyg/ n. [count] a fellow member 
of a profession; an associate: a business colleague. 

colelect (ka lekt’) /kə'lekt/ v. 1. to gather together; as- 
semble: [no obj): The youth group collected in the park- 
ing tot. [~ + obj): We collected the kids and hustled 
them onto the bus. 2. [~ + obj) to obtain many exam- 
ples of (something), or make a collection of (something), 
as a hobby: She likes to collect stamps. 3. to ask for or 
demand and receive payment: [no obj]: The newspaper 
carrier collects on Mondays. [~ + obj]: He collected 
debts from poor people. 4. [no obj; (~ + on + obj)] to 
receive payment that one is owed: We finally collected 
from the insurance company on the damage to our 
house. 5. [~ + obj] to regain control of (oneself or one’s 
thoughts or emotions): He took a moment to collect him- 
self. 6. [~ + obj] to call for and take with one: Did you 
collect your mail? 7. [no obj) to accumulate; gather in a 
layer: A fot of dust coltected on the coniputer screen. 
—adj., adv. 8. requiring payment by the recipient: [adjec- 
tive; often before a noun): a colfect telephone call. [ad- 
verb]: to calt collect. See -vLec-. 

col-lect-ed (ka lek/tid) /ka'lektid/ adj. 1. (usually: be + 
~] having control of one’s feelings; calm; self-possessed: 
During the triat he was very calm and collected. 2. [usu- 
ally: before a noun] brought together, as many different 
works: her collected essays. —col-lect/ed-ly, adv. 

Syn. See CALM. 

col-lec-tion (ka lek/shan) /ko ‘Iekfon/ n. 1. [count] a 
group of objects, etc., gathered together: a collection of 
old records. 2. the act of collecting: [noncount]: Garbage 
collection is on Fridays. [count]: Collections are sus- 
pended on holidays. 3. (count) a. an activity intended to 
raise money, such as for some charitable cause: We or- 
ganized a collection for the homeless. b. the money ob- 
tained in such an activity: We took in a collection of 
£1,000 for new books. 

col-lec-tive (kə lek/tiv) /ko'lektiv/ adj. 1. formed by 
collection. 2. forming a whole; combined: our colfective 
assets. 3. [before a nour) characteristic of a group: their 
coltective will. 4. [before a noun] organized according to 
the principles of collectivism: a collective farm. —n. 
[count] 5. an organization in a collectivist system, esp. a 
collective farm. —col-lec/’tive-ly, adv.: They acted col- 
lectively in turning down the offer. 

collec’tive bar’gaining, n. (noncomrit] the process by 
which wages, working conditions, etc., are discussed and 
agreed upon for all employees in the union. 

collec’tive noun’, n. [count] a noun, such as Herd, 
jury, or clergy, that appears singular in formal shape but 
names a group of individuals or objects. —-Usage. A 
COLLECTIVE NOUN will sometimes be used with a singular 
verb and sometimes with a plural verb. This depends on 
whether the word is being used to refer to the group as a 
unit or to its members as individuals. In American Eng- 
lish a noun naming an organization that is thought of as 
a unit is usually treated as singular: The corporation is 
holding its annual meetitg. The government has taken 
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action. In British English, such nouns are commonly 
treated as plurals: The corporation are holding their an- 
nual meeting. The government are in agreement. in for- 
mal speech and writing COLLECTIVE NOUNS are usually not 
treated as both singular and plural in the same sentence; 
if the verb is singular, the pronoun referring to it should 
also be singular: The enemy is fortifying its position. \f 
the verb is plural, the pronoun should be plural: The en- 
emy are bringing up their heavy artillery. When the nouns 
couple and pair refer to people, they are usually treated 
as plurals: The newly married couple have bought a 
house. The pair are busy furnishing their new homie. The 
COLLECTIVE NOUN number, when preceded by a, is treated 
as a plural: A number of solutions were suggested. When 
number is preceded by the, it is usually treated as a sin- 
gular: The number of sohitions offered was astounding. 
Other common COLLECTIVE NOUNS are audience, class, 
committee, crew, crowd, family, flock, group, panel, and 
Staff. 

col-lec-tiv-ism (ka lek/ta viz’am) /kə'lektə,vızəm/ n. 
[nonconnt)] the socialist principle or system of control by 
which the people collectively, or the state, are in charge 
of all means of production or economic activity. —col- 
lec/tiv-ist, n. [count], adj. —col-lec/tiv-is’tic, adj. 

col-lec-ti-vize (kə Iek/ta viz’) /ko'lekta,vayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -vized, -viz-ing. to organize (a people, etc.) accord- 
ing to collectivism: The state had coltectivized the heavy 
industry. —col-lec-ti-vieza-tion (kə lek/ta va za/shan) 
/ka,lektava'zeyfan/ n. [noncouut] 

col-lec-tor (ka lek/tar) /ka ‘lektor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who makes a collection of something, as a hobby or 
for interest: He was an antiques collector. 2. a person 
who collects money, debts, etc: a debt collector. 

col-lege (kol/ij) /‘kolid3/ n. 1. a school or institution of 
higher education that grants a bachelor's degree: 
(count): She chose a college that had a good business 
department. [noncount): He was in college during the 
war. 2. [count] an organized group or union of people 
with common interests, duties, or powers: the college of 
Physicians. 

col-le-giate (ka lé/jit, -jē it) /ka'liyd3it, -d3iyit/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. of, relating to, or being a college: the 
collegiate system of colleges and universities. 2. of, char- 
acteristic of, or intended for college students: collegiate 
life. —col-le’giate-ly, adv. —col-le’giate-ness, n. [rion- 
count) 

col-lide (ka lid’) /ka'layd/ v., -lid-ed, -lid-ing. 1. to strike 
each other forcefully; crash: [no obj): The two trains col- 
lided at a speed of over 50 mph. [~ + with + obj): The 
car collided with that tree. 2. to clash; conflict: [no obj): 
Our views often collided, but we respected each other. [~ 
+ with + obj): My opinions collide with ny opponent's. 

col-lie (kol’é) /‘koliy/ n. [count], pt. -lies. one of a breed 
of large Scottish sheepherding dogs. 

coleliersy (kol’ya rē) /‘kolyoriy/ rı. [count], pl. -lier-ies. a 
coal mine. 

col-lission (ka lizh’an) /kə 'h3ən/ n. 1. [noncourit] the 
act of colliding: to reduce the chance of collision. 2. 
[count] an example or instance of this: a midair collision. 

col-lo-cate (kol’a kat’) /'kola,kcyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to arrange in proper order, esp. side by 
side. 2. (of a word) to be arranged with another word or 
phrase, esp. aS a common occurrence: [~ + with + 
obj): The word look collocates witli the word at in the 
phrase look at. [rio obj): The words look arid at collocate. 
—col-lo-ca-tion (kol’a kā/shən) /,kolo'keyfan/ r. [nor- 
count): the study of collocation. (count): a dictionary with 
the most commion collocatioris. 

colloq., an abbreviation of: 1. colloquial. 2. colloquial- 
ism. 3. colloquially. 

col-lo-quieal (kə I5/kwē al) /ko'lowkwiyal/ adj. charac- 
teristic of or suitable to familiar conversation, rather than 
formal writing; informal: coloquial style; colloquial ex- 
pressions. —collo/qui-al-ly, adv. —-Syn. coLLoguiat, 
CONVERSATIONAL, INFORMAL refer to types of speech or to 
usages that are not on a formal level. The word cotto- 
QUIAL is often mistakenly used as if it had the sense of 
disapproval, or as if it referred to “vulgar” or “bad” or “in- 
correct” usage, but it simply describes a casual or famil- 
iar style used in speaking and writing: colloquial expres- 
Sions. CONVERSATIONAL refers to a style used in speech, in 
simple meetings between two speakers: The newsletter 
was written in an easy conversational style. INFORMAL 
means without formality, without strict attention to set 
forms, and it describes the ordinary, everyday language 
of cultivated speakers: informal English. See -LoQ-. 

col-lo-quitum (kə lō/kwē am) /ko'lowkwiyom/ r. 
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[cont], pl. -Quieums, -quisa (-kwe Ə) /-kwiyo/. a confer- 
ence of experts on a specific topic. See -LOQ-. 

col-loequy (kol’a kwē) /'kolokwiy/ n. [count], pl. -quies. 
1. a conversation; dialogue. 2. a conference; meeting. 
—col-lo-quist (kol’a kwist) /‘kolokwist/ n. [count] See 
-LOQ-. 

col-lude (ka ld0d/) /ko'luwd/ v., -lud-ed, -lud-ing. to 
work together secretly to commit fraud or an illegal act: 
[~ + with + obj]: The union leaders were colliding with 
management. [no obj): The union and management 
were Colluding. —col-lud/er, n. [count] See -tuo-. 

col-lussion (kə loo’zhan) /ka'luw3an/ n. [noncount) the 
practice or an instance of colluding: The oil companies 
were accused Of collusion to raise oil prices. [in + ~}. He 
acted in collusion with the gang leader. —col-lussive 
(ka 1o0/siv) /ka'luwsiv/ adj. See -Lup-. 

Colo., an abbreviation of: Colorado. 

co-logne (ko 16n’) /ko'lown/ n. [noncomnt] mildly per- 
fumed water; eau de Cologne. Also called Cologne’ wa/- 
ter. 

Co-lom:-biean (kə lum/bé an) /ka'lambiyoan/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Colombia. —n. [count] 2. a person born or 
living in Colombia. 

co-lon' (kd/lan) /‘kowlon/ n. [count] 1. the sign (:) used 
to mark a major division in a sentence, indicating that 
what follows is further explanation of what precedes. 2. 
the sign (:) used to separate groups of numbers, as 
hours from minutes in 5:30, or the elements of a ratio or 
proportion in /: 2:: 3: 6. 

co-lon? (k0/lan) /‘kowlan/ n. [count], pl. -lons, -la (-lƏ). 
the lower part of the large intestine extending to the rec- 
tum. 

coloenel (kir/n!) /'ksrnļ/ n. [count] 1. an officer in the 
U.S. Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above lieu- 
tenant colonel. 2. an officer of similar rank in other na- 
tions. —colo/nel-cy, n. (noncount) 

co-losnieal (ka 10/né al) /ka'lowniyal/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] of or relating to a colony or colonies: colonial ex- 
pansion. 2. [before a noun; often: Colonial] of or relating 
to the 13 British colonies that became the United States 
of America, or to their period: the Colonial legislatures. 
—n. [count] 3. an inhabitant of a colony: colonials fight- 
ing for independence. 4. a house in the Colonial style: a 
charming old Colonial. —co-lo/ni-al-ly, adv. 

cocloeniealeism (ka 16/né ə liz’am) /ka'lowniya,lizom/ n. 
[noncount] the policy by which a nation tries to extend 
its authority over other peoples or territories: The former 
colonies protest loudest against colonialism. —co:-lo/ni+ 
abist, n. [count], adj. 

col-oenist (kol’a nist) /'kolonist/ n. [count] 1. an inhab- 
itant of a colony: American colonists were loyal to Eng- 
land in the early days of settlement. 2. one who estab- 
lishes a colony: The colonists had run out of food. 

col-o-nize (kol’a niz’) /‘kolo,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], -nized, 
-niz-ing. to establish a colony in; settle: They colonized 
the region. —col/o-niz/a-ble, adj. —col-o-ni-za-tion 
(koa nə zā/shən) /,kolona'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] 
—col/o-niz’er, n. [count] 

colonnade (kol’a nad/) /,kola'neyd/ n. [count] 1. a se- 
ries of regularly spaced columns holding up arches. 2. a 
row of trees, as on each side of a road. —colon- 
nad/ed, adj.: colonnaded boulevards. 

colony (kol’a nē) /'koloniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. 1. a 
group of people who leave their native country to form a 
settlement in a new land that is to be connected with the 
parent nation: The colony was poor and suffered greatly. 
2. the country or district so settled: Virginia was one of 
the first of the English colonies. 3. the Colonies, the 
British colonies that formed the original 13 states of the 
United States. 4. a group of individuals coming from the 
same country or having the same interests, living in a 
particular place: the American colony in Paris. 5. a group 
of people forced to live apart from society, because of 
disease or criminal behavior: a leper colony; a penal col- 
ony. 6. a group of organisms of the same kind in the 
same area. 

col-or (kul/ar) /'kalor/ n. 1. (nonconnt] the quality of an 
object that gives it a certain appearance when light is re- 
flected by it; hue: Surprisingly, color is not part of an ob- 
ject, because color only arises when liglit strikes the ob- 
ject and is reflected. 2. [count] the particular appearance 
an object seems to reflect when different wavelengths of 
light strike the eye: the primary colors red, bine, and yel- 
low. 3. [noncount) the natural hue of the skin, esp. of 
the face; complexion: /fe was discriminated against on 
the basis of color. 4. [noncount] skin tone other than 
white, as an indicator of a person’s racial or ethnic group: 
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persons of color. 5. [noncount) (in people with white 
skin) a pinkish complexion, usually indicating good 
health: Her color doesn't look good; she's too pale. 6. 
[noncount) lively, vivid, of special quality, as in a piece of 
writing: That article was written with color and fair. us 
[count] paint or something used for coloring, as dye: oil 
colors. 8. [noncount) background information, such as 
statistics given by a sportscaster during a broadcast: Dur- 
ing the game he described the plays while she provided 
color about the players. 9. colors, [plural] a. a colored 
badge or uniform worn or displayed to signify allegiance, 
etc. b. viewpoint or attitude; character; personality: He 
changes his colors depending on the person he's with. ©. 
a flag, ensign, etc., particularly a national flag. 10. [non- 
cont) outward appearance; false show; guise: a lie that 
had the color of truth. 11. [noncount] Physics. a theoreti- 
cal property of the special particles called quarks. —adj. 
[before a norn) 12. involving, using, or possessing color: 
a color TV. —v. 13. [~ + obj] to give or apply color to; 
dye: She colored her hair blonde. 14. [~ + obj] to cause 
to appear different from what is real: She colored her ac- 
count of the incident. 15. [~ + obj] to give a special 
character to; affect: My experiences in that conntry color 
my judgment about it. 16. [no obj] to take on or change 
color: The leaves haven't begun to color yet. 17. [no obj) 
to flush; blush: Their faces colored whenever we talked 
about sex. —Idiom. 18. change color, [no obj] a. to 
blush. b. to turn pale. 19. see or show someone’s true 
colors, to see or show how someone truly is, without 
pretense or a false show. 20. with flying colors, very 
successfully: She passed the tests with flying colors. Also, 
esp. Brit., colour. —col/or-er, n. [count] 

col-orsa-tion (kul’a ra’shan) /,kala'reyJon/ n. [non- 
count] appearance with regard to color: the bold colora- 
tion of some birds. 

coloratura (kul/ar ə tddr’a, -tydor’a, kKOl/-) /,kalo- 
ra'tura, -'tyurs, ,kowl-/ n., pl. -ras. 1. [noncount] fancy, 
complicated patterns in music for singing. 2. [count] a 
soprano of high range who specializes in such music. 

color-blind’, adj. 1. a. unable to distinguish one or 
more colors, such as red and green. b. unable to distin- 
guish all colors, seeing only shades of gray, black, and 
white. 2. free from racial bias: a color-blind attitude in 
hiring. —coVor blind/ness, n. [noncount] 

col-ored (kul/ard) /'kalord/ adj. 1. having a certain color 
or colors: He used colored chalk on the board. 2. Often 
Offensive. belonging completely or in part to a race other 
than the white, esp. to the black race. 3. Often Offensive. 
relating to the black race. 4. influenced, biased, or dis- 
torted: colored opinions. —n. 5. Often Offensive. a. 
[count] a black person. b. [plural; used with a plural 
verb] black persons when they are thought of as a group. 
—Usage. See BLACK. 

col-or-fast (kul’ar fast’) /‘kalor,feest/ adj. keeping the 
original color without fading or running after washing: 
colorfast yarn. —col/or-fast/ness, n. (noncormnt] 

col-or-ful (kul/ar fal) “kalorfal/ adj. 1. having many 
colors or a great deal of color: colorful fabrics. 2. having 
lively, striking, or spirited parts: a colorful narrative. 
—col/or-ful-ly, adv. —col/or-ful-ness, n. [noncount] 

col-or-ing (kular ing) /'kalorin/ n. [noncount) 1. the act 
or method of applying color. 2. appearance as to color: 
healthy coloring. 3. a substance used to color some- 
thing: food coloring. 

col-or-ize (kul/a riz’) /‘kalo,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz- 
ing. to cause to appear in color; enhance with color, esp. 
by computer: They colorized a famous black-and-white 
movie for television. —col-or-iezaetion (kul’a ra za7shsn) 
/ kalora'zeyfan/ n. [noncount) 

col-or-less (kul/ar lis) /‘kalorlis/ adj. 1. [sometimes: af- 
ter a noun) without color: socks colorless from too many 
washings. 2. pale; pallid; dull in color: a colorless com- 
plexion. 3. lacking liveliness or excitement; dull’ uninter- 
esting: He has a colorless personality. —col/or-less-ly, 
adv. —col/or-less-ness, n. (noncount] 

co-los-sal (ka los/al) /ka'losal/ adj. extremely great in 
size, extent, or degree; gigantic; huge: colossal sums of 
money. —co-los/salely, adv. 

co-los-sus (kə los/əs) /ka'lnsas/ n. [count], pl. -losesi 
(-los/i) /-'losay/ -los-sus-es. 1. any statue of gigantic size. 
2. anyone or anything gigantic: a superpower that once 
was the colossus of the modern world. 

col-our (kul/ar) /‘kalor/ n., adj., v. Chiefly Brit. COLOR. 

colt (kōlt) /kowlt/ n. [count] 1. a young male animal of 
the horse family. 2. a young or inexperienced person. 

colt-ish (kōl/tish) /‘kowltif/ adj. of or resembling a colt. 

coleum-bine (kol/am bin’) /'kolom,bayn/ n. [count] a 
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plant of the buttercup family, having bright white and 
blue flowers. 

col-umn (kolam) /'kolam/ n. [count] 1. a tall, straight, 
slender upright support; a pillar used for support or 
standing alone as a monument: The old post office build- 
ing had several marble columns in front. 2. any object, 
mass, Or formation shaped like this: a column of smoke. 
3. a vertical row or list: Add this column of figures. 4. a 
vertical arrangement of print on a page of a book, etc.: 
There are two columns on this page. 5. an article that is 
a regular feature of a newspaper or magazine: a column 
on political affairs. 6. a long, narrow file of troops, ships, 
marchers, etc.: columns of tanks. —col/umned, colum. 
nat-ed (kol’am na/tid) /‘kolam,neytid/ adj. 

coleumenist (kol’am nist) /‘kolomnist/ n. [count] a per- 
son who writes a newspaper column. 

com-, prefix. com- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “with, together with.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: COMBINE, COMMUTE, COMPARE. For variants 
before other sounds, see co-, cot-', CON-, COR-. 

Com., an abbreviation of: 1. Commander. 2. Commis- 
sion. 3. Commissioner. 4. Committee. 5. Commodore. 
com., an abbreviation of: 1. comedy. 2. commander. 3. 
commerce. 4. commercial. 5. committee. 6. common. 

7. commonly. 8. communications. 

co-ma (kō/mə) /'‘kowma/ n. [count], pl. -mas. a state of 
deep unconsciousness, often caused by a serious head 
injury: in a coma that lasted for months. 

com-ea-tose (koma tds’, kd/ma-) /'koma,tows, 
‘kowmd-/ adj. 1. affected with or suffering from a coma. 
2. lacking vitality or alertness; sleepy: comatose from the 
wine. 

comb (kom) /kowm/ n. [count] 1. a toothed strip of 
some hard material used to arrange or hold the hair. 2. 
the fleshy growth on the head of roosters. 3. a honey- 
comb, or any similar group of cells. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
arrange (the hair) with a comb: He combed his hair back. 
5. to search everywhere in: to comb the files for a miss- 
ing letter. 

comb., an abbreviation of: 1. combination. 2. combined. 
3. combining. 

com-bat (v. kam bat’, kom/bat; n. kom/bat) /v. 
kem'!bet, |'knmbet; n. 'knmbat/ v., -bat-ed, -bateing 
or (esp. Brit.) -bat-ted, -bat-ting, n. —v. 1. to fight or 
contend against; oppose vigorously: [~ + obj]: to com- 
bat crime. [~ + obj + with + obj]: to combat disease 
with antibiotics. —n. 2. [noncount) armed fighting with 
enemy forces: The day of cornbat had arrived for the 
men of Squadron |. 3. [count] a struggle or contest, as 
between two persons, teams, or ideas: in a combat for 
first place. See -BAT-. 

com-bat-ant (kəm bat/nt) /kom 'bætnt/ n. [count] a 
person fighting in a war, as opposed to civilians. 

com:biena-tion (kom/ba na/shan) /,komba'neyfon/ n. 
1. [noncount] the act of combining or the state of being 
combined. 2. [count] a number of things combined: a 
combination of ideas. 3. [count] something formed by 
combining: A chord is a combination of notes. 4. [count] 
the set of numbers or letters used to open a lock or a 
safe: He forgot the combination to his locker. 

combine (v. kam bin’; n. kom/bin) /v. kam! bayn; n. 
'kombayn/ v., -bined, -bineing, n. —v. 1. to join in a 
close union; unite to form one thing: [~ + obj]: com- 
bined flour, sugar, eggs, and water to make a cake. [no 
obj): The dirt and water combined to form mud. 2. to 
have or show (qualities, etc.) in union: [~ + obj] His 
bold new plan combines practicality and originality. [~ + 
obj + with + obj]: combines practicality with originality. 
3. to unite for a common purpose; join: [~ + obj]: Two 
factions combined efforts. [no obj): Two factions com- 
bined to defeat the proposal. —n. [count] 4. a combina- 
tion, esp. a combination of persons or groups acting to- 
gether for some goal, as a syndicate, cartel, or bloc. 5. a 
harvesting machine for cutting and threshing grain in the 
field. —com-bin/er, n. [count] 

comebined (kam bind’) /kam ‘baynd/ adj. 1. [be + ~ ( 
+ with); sometimes: after a noun or pronoun (+ with)) 
brought together; united as qualities or features: She is a 
good teacher and that, combined with ler great scholar- 
ship, makes her an ideal candidate, 2. [before a noun] 
being, acted on, done, or performed by two or more 
people or groups together: the combined military forces. 

combo (kom/bo) /‘knmbow/ n. [count], pl. -bos. infor- 
mal. 1. a small jazz or dance band: We listened to the 
new combo. 2. a combination: ordered a steak and lob- 
ster combo. 

com:-bus-ti-ble (kam bus/ta bal) /kam'bastabol/ adj. 1. 
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capable of catching fire and burning; flammable: corn- 
bustible riaterials. 2. easily excited: a combustible tern- 
per. —n. [count] 3. a combustible substance. —com- 
bus-ti-bil-i-ty (kam bus/’ta bili tē) /kam,basto'bilitiy/ m. 
[rroncount) 
comebus-tion (kam bus/chan) /kom'bastfon/ n. {non- 
count] the act or process of burning: combustion of fuel 
and air in a chamber. —com-bus/tive, adj. 
Comdr. or comdr., an abbreviation of: commander. 
come (kum) /kam/ v., came (kam) /kcym/ come, com: 
ing. 1. to approach or move toward someone or some- 
thing: [no obj): Come a little closer. (~ + to + verb): 
Can't you come to see me inore often? [~ + verb-ing): 
The tide came rushing in. 2. [no obj) to arrive by move- 
ment or through time: The train is corning; step back. 3. 
[no obj] to move into view; appear: The light comes and 
goes. 4. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + to + obj] to extend; 
reach: The dress comes to her knees. 5. to take place: 
occur; happen: [no obj): Her trumpet solo comes in the 
third act. [~ + to + verb]: How could such a thing come 
to exist? 6. [nol: be + ~-ing; no obj) to be available, be 
produced, be found, etc.: Toothpaste comes in a tube. 7. 
[~ + of + obj] to arrive or appear as a result: This co- 
mes Of carelessness. 8. to enter, get into, or be brought 
into a specified state or condition: [~ + into + obj]: The 
word rnulticultural has come into popular use. [~ + to + 
obj): The war came to an abrupt halt. 9. [no obj] to do 
or manage; go along or progress; fare: How are you 
corning with your term paper? How's it coming? 10. [no 
obj] to become or seem to become a specified way: We 
came unglued (= overly nervous) at the thought of an- 
other exam that day. 11. (used as a command to call at- 
tention, or to express impatience, etc.): Come, come, 
cant we agree on one little point here? 12. [no obj] 
Slang. to have an orgasm. 13. come about, a. to come 
to pass; happen: [no obj]: How did such a mess come 
about, anyway? [it + ~ + (thal) clause]: It came about 
that he had to cancel his vacation. b. [no obj] to turn a 
ship or boat at an angle in the wind. 14. come across 
or upon, a. [~ + across/upon + obj] to find or encoun- 
ter, esp. by chance: Look at these photos that | came 
across. b. [no obj) to do what one has promised or is ex- 
pected to do: He finally came across and did it. See COME 
THROUGH below. c. [no obj) to be understandable or con- 
vincing: The humor doesnt come across. d. [~ + across 
+ as + nourVadjective] to make a particular impression: 
He comes across as a cold person. The teacher comes 
across as very cruel, but that is misleading. 15. come 
again, (used as a request to repeat a statement): / didn’t 
hear you; corne again. 16. come along, [no obj) a. to 
accompany a person or group: Were going to the mall; 
you can come along if you like. b. to proceed or ad- 
vance: The project is coming along on schedule. c. to 
appear: An opportunity came along to invest in real es- 
tate. 17. come around or round, a. [no obj] Also, 
come to. to recover consciousness; revive: The uncon- 
scious patient finally came around. b. [~ + around + to 
+ obj] to change one’s opinion, etc., esp. to agree with 
another's: She finally came around to our point of view. 
c. [no obj) to stop being angry, etc.: She's mad and up- 
set now, but I'm sure she'll come around. d. [no obj) to 
visit: Why dont you come around and see me some 
time? 18. come apart, [no obj] to break or fall into 
pieces: The doll just came apart when touched. 19. 
come at, [~ + at + obj] a. to arrive at; reach or attain: 
How did he come at such a surn? b. to rush at; attack: 
came at me with a knife. 20. come back, a. [~ + back 
(+ to + obj)) to return, esp. to one’s memory: / remem- 
ber now; it’s all corning back to me. b. [~ + back (+ to 
+ obj)] to return to a former position, place, or state: Do 
you have any idea when he'll come back? c. [no obj) to 
become fashionable or popular again: Short skirts are 
coming back again. 21. come between, [~ + between 
+ obj) to separate; get in the way of; interrupt: Nothing 
can come between us. 22. come by, [~ + by + obj] to 
obtain; find; acquire: We never came by such good for- 
tune again. 23. come down, [no obj) a. to fall down; 
collapse: The entire building carne down on themi. b. to 
lose wealth, rank, etc.: The senator has really come down 
in the world. c. [~ + down (+ to + obj)] to be handed 
down or passed on by tradition or inheritance: This an- 
cient song comes down to us from Norway. d. [no obj) to 
be relayed or passed along from a higher authority: Our 
orders will corne down tornorrow. e. to lead or point in 
a basic, important way, such as a choice or problem; be 
the deciding factor: (~ + down + to + obj): It all cornes 
down to a sense of pride. [~ + down + to + verb-ing): 
lt all comes down to living or dying. 24. come down on 
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or upon, [~ + down + on/upon + obj) to scold or repri- 
mand; punish: Why did you come down on her so liard? 
25. come down with, [~ + down + with + obj] to be- 
come sick from or afflicted with (an illness): She came 
down with the flu. 26. come from, [~ + from + obj] a. 
[not: be + ~-ing] to have been born in (a place); be a 
resident of (a place): He came from Greece. b. (not: be 

~-ing] to have as a beginning or source: Pearls come 
from oysters. c. [in negative expressions or in questions; 
usually: be + ~-ing + from] be a starting point in think- 
ing or reasoning: / can’t understand where he's coming 
from. 27. come in, [no obj] a. to enter: Tlie door's 
open; come in! b. to arrive: The train comes in at 6:00 
p.m. c. to come into use or fashion: Long skirts have 
come in again. d. to begin to produce or yield: The oil 
well finally came in. e. to finish in a race or competition: 
Our team came in fifth. 28. come in for, [~ + in + for 
+ obj] to receive; get; be subjected to: He's going to 
come in for a lot of criticisin. 29. come into, [~ + into 
+ Obj] a. to acquire; get: / came into a bit of money win- 
ning a wager. b. to inherit: Slie came into a lot of money 
after her cousin died. c. to get to be in (a state): The 
president's car suddenly came into view and everyone 
cheered. 30. come off, [no obj) a. to happen; occur: 
The invasion came off just before dawn, b. to reach the 
end; conclude: We want this project to come off without 
any delay. c. to be effective or successful, esp. in the 
specified way: She didn't come off well in that interview. 
31. Come off it, (often used as a command) to stop: 
Come off it; we know wliere you were, 32. come on, a. 
[~ + on/ipon + obj] to meet or find unexpectedly or by 
accident: / just happened to come on (upon) a book in 
the library that has the references you need. b. (no obj) 
(of a disease) to begin to develop: / can feel a cold com- 
ing on. c. [no obj] to make progress; develop; flourish: 
Just when the challenger was coming on in the prima- 
ries, another scandal broke. d. [no obj) to appear on 
stage; make one’s entrance: He came on to thunderous 
applause. e. [no obj] to begin to be shown, broadcast, 
etc.: The game came on at one o'clock. f. [no obj) (used 
as a command) to hurry; move along: Come on, before it 
rains! g. [no Obj] (used to ask someone to do some- 
thing): Come on, have dinner with us. h. [~ + on (+ to 
+ obj)] Slang. to make sexual advances: He was coming 
on (to her) and she didn't know how to respond. 33. 
come out, [no obj] a. to appear or be seen: Suddenly 
the sun came out. b. to be published or made known; 
appear: The story came out in all the papers. c. to make 
a debut in society, etc. d. to appear and be available to 
the public: When will this new wonder drug come out? e. 
to end; result; emerge: The lawsuit came out badly for 
bolli sides. f. to make public acknowledgment of being 
homosexual. 34. come out for (or against), [~ + oul 
+ for/against + obj] to state or declare one’s support for 
(or opposition to): The president is expected to come out 
for the new tax bill. 35. come out with, [~ + ont + 
with + obj) to reveal by stating; blurt out; say: He came 
out with a ridiculous remark. 36. come over, [~ + over 
+ obj] to happen to; affect: What's come over him? 37. 
come round, [no obj) a. (of a sailing vessel) to head to- 
ward the wind; come to. b. to come around. 38. come 
through, a. [~ + through + obj) to endure difficulty, ill- 
ness, etc., successfully: She came through the war safely. 
b. [no obj) to fulfill needs or meet demands: My friend 
will corne through; he has never disappointed ine before. 
39. come to, a. [no obj] to recover consciousness: 
Stand back, he’s coming to. b. [~ + to + obj; not: be + 
~-ing] to amount to; total: The expenses came to $5,000 
after deductions. c. [usually: it + ~ + to + obj; not: be 

~-ing) to concern: When it comes to quality this is 
first-rate. d. [~ + to + obj; sometimes: it + ~ + to + 
obj) to enter or be recalled in the mind; occur to the 
mind or memory: Sudderily it care to me; | knew her 
from Paris. 40. come under, [~ + sider + obj) a. to 
be the responsibility of: This matter comes under the 
State Departinent. b. to be subjected to; be forced to 
suffer: came under a lot of criticism for hiring her. c. 
[not: be + ~-ing) to be placed in a certain category of: 
Copying your classinate’s paper comes under the head- 
ing of cheating. 41. come up, [70 obj) a. to be men- 
tioned or be referred to; arise: Your nanie came up in 
coriversation. b. to be presented for action or discussion: 
The farm bill cornes up on Monday. 42. come up to, [~ 
+ np + to + obj) a. to approach; near: She carne up to 
the star aud asked for liis autograph. b. to compare with 
as to quantity, excellence, etc.; equal: Your work just 
doesn't conie up to our high standards. 43. come up 
with, [~ + up + witli + obj) to produce; supply: What 
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new plan did you come up with? 44. to come, in the fu- 
ture: In years to come, we hope to solve these problems. 

come-back (kum/bak’) /‘kam,bek/ n. [count] 1. a re- 
turn to the higher success of an earlier time: / think he is 
staging a comeback. 2. a clever or effective answer, re- 
tort: had a nasty comeback to his criticism of her plan. 

comedian (ko mé/dé an) /ka'miydiyan/ n. [count] a 
professional entertainer who makes an audience laugh 
by telling jokes, doing impressions, etc. 

co-me-di-enne (ko mé/dé en’) /ka,miydiy'en/ n. [count] 
a woman who is a comic entertainer or actress. 

come-down (kum/doun’) /‘kam,dawn/ n. [count] an 
embarrassing descent from previous importance: quite a 
comedown for the physicist to have to sweep streets. 

comee-dy (kom/i dé) /‘komidiy/ n., pl. -dies. 1. [count] 
a play, etc., of light and humorous character with a 
cheerful ending. 2. [noncount] the branch of drama con- 
cerned with this. 

comely (kum/lé, kom/-) /‘kamliy, 'kom-/ adj., -liver, -li 
est. pleasing in appearance; attractive; good-looking; 
pleasant to look at. —come/li-ness, n. [noncount] 

come/’-on’, n. [count] something done or said in order 
to attract or lure customers: Their advertisements were 
just come-ons; nothing was on sale. 

comer (kum/er) /'kamor/ n. [count] a person or thing 
that is progressing well or is very promising: That writer 
is a real comer and has a great future. 

com-et (kom/it) /‘komit/ n. [count] a body in space 
made up of a bright, central solid mass and a tail of dust 
and gas and that orbits the sun: Halley's comet. —com- 
et-ar-y (komi ter’é) /‘komi,teriy/ adj. 

come-up-pance (kum/up/ens) /,kam'apons/ n. (count; 
usually singular] a scolding or punishment deserved: got 
his comeuppance when he camie to work late. 

com-fit (kum/fit, kom/-) /‘kamfit, 'kom-/ n. [count] a 
candy containing a nut or piece of fruit. 

comfort (kum/fart) /‘kamfoart/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to soothe 
or reassure; bring cheer to; console: to comfort someone 
after a loss. 2. to make physically comfortable: Her job 
was to comfort the sick. —n. 3. [noncount] words or acts 
that show concern for someone suffering; consolation: 
spoke a few words of comfort to the dying patient. 4. 
[count] a person or thing that gives consolation or relief: 
a comfort to her parents in their old age. 5. [noncount] a 
state of ease and satisfaction of bodily wants: a life of 
comfort. 6. [count] something that promotes such a 
state: One of his comforts is the color TV in the bath- 
room. —com/fort-ing-ly, adv. See -FORT-. 

com-fort-a-ble (kumf/ta bal, kum/fer tə bəl) /‘kamft- 
abal, 'kamfortaboal/ adj. 1. (of clothing, furniture, etc.) 
producing or giving physical comfort: a comfortable old 
couch. 2. [be + ~] ina state of physical or mental com- 
fort; contented and undisturbed: / was comfortable sitting 
in the old chair. 3. adequate or sufficient: a comfortable 
salary. —com/fort-a-ble-ness, n. [noncount] —com/- 
fort-a-bly, adv. 

com-fort-er (kum/far tar) /‘kamfartor/ n. [count] 1. one 
that comforts. 2. a thick quilted bedcover. 

com/fort sta/tion, n. [count] a room or building with 
toilet and lavatory facilities for public use: The next com- 
fort station on the highway is fifty miles away. 

comefy (kum/fé) /‘kamfiy/ adj., -fiver, -fieest. Informal. 
comfortable: got comfy and watched some TV. —com/fi+ 
ness, n. [noncoung) 

comeic (komik) /‘komik/ adj. 1. [before a noun) a. re- 
lating to or characterized by comedy: a few comic scenes 
in a tragic play. b. performing in or writing comedy: He 
worked as a comic actor. 2. causing laughter; humorous; 
funny: The baby began making comic noises. —n. 
[count] 3. a comedian: a standup comic. 4. comics, 
(plural; often: the + ~] a section of a newspaper featur- 
ing comic strips. 5. a comic book: / still remember the 
first comic | bought; it cost 10 cents. 

com-i-cal (koi kal) /‘komikol/ adj. producing laughter; 
amusing; funny. —com/i-cal-ly, adv. —com/i-cal-ness, 
n. (nonconunt) 

com/ic book’, n. [count] a magazine made up of 
comic strips: bouglit a Superman conic book. 

comic strip’, n. [count] a sequence of drawings telling 
or showing a comic incident, an adventure, etc., often 
appearing in daily newspapers. 

coming (kum/ing) /“kamin/ n. [count] 1. approach; ar- 
rival; advent: They awaited the coming of the king. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. following or approaching; next: the 
coming year. 3. promising future fame or success: a 
coming actor. —Idiom. 4. comings and goings, [plu- 
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ral] actions of arriving and departing: all the comings and 
goings in the busy train station. 

comm., an abbreviation of: 1. commander. 2. 
merce. 3. commission. 4. committee. 

com-ma (koma) /'komə/ n. [comnt), pl. -mas. the sign 
(,), a mark of punctuation used to indicate a division in a 
sentence, as in setting off a word, phrase, or clause 
(First, we take the milk, and then we beat the butter.), to 
separate items in a list (eggs, milk, and butter), to mark 
off thousands in numerals (5,000), and, in some parts of 
Europe, as a decimal point (My German students wrote 
‘A kilogram weighs 2,2 pounds.") 

com-mand (kə mand’) /ka'mand/ v. 1. to direct with 
authority; order: [no obj): We did as he commanded. (~ 
+ obj + to + verb}: The general commanded his troops 
fo march the rest of the way. [~ + that clause]: He corn- 
manded that they follow him. [used with quotations]: 
‘Stand at attention, soldier!” he commanded. 2. [~ + 
obj] to demand: to command silence. 3. [~ + obj] to 
deserve and receive (respect, attention, etc.): Her words 
command respect. 4. [~ + obj] to dominate by reason 
of location (such as by being higher); overlook: The hill 
commands the sea. 5. [~ + obj] to have authority or 
control over: He commanded an army base of a thou- 
sand soldiers. —n. 6. [noncount] the act of commanding 
or ordering with authority; control: Admiral, you have lost 
command of your ship. [be + in + ~: The lieutenant 
was in command of a platoon. 7. [count] an order given 
by one in authority: He issued several coinmands. 8. 
[count] an order in prescribed words, such as one given 
at close-order drill: The command was “Right shoulder 
arms!” 9, expertise; mastery; strong ability: [count; usu- 
ally singular): has a working command of four languages. 
[noncount): His spoken command of Russian was perfect. 
10. (count) a signal, as a keystroke, instructing a com- 
puter to perform a specific task: He issued several com- 
mands to clear the screen. —adj. [before a noun) 11. or- 
dered or requested: She gave a command performance 
before the queen. See -MAND-. 

com-man-dant (kom/an dant’, -dant’) /,|koman'dent, 
-‘dant/ n. [count] the commanding officer of a place, 
group, etc., esp. the head of a military unit or school. 

com-man-deer (kom/an dér/) /,komon'dior/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to seize (private property) for military or other 
public use: The military commandeered all the jeeps. 2. 
to seize or take unfairly: He commandeered the best of- 
fice furniture for his own use. 

com-mand-er (kə man/dar) /ka'mendor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person in authority; chief officer; leader. 2. the officer in 
command of a military unit. 3. an officer in the U.S. Navy 
or Coast Guard ranking below a captain and above a 
lieutenant commander. 

command/er in chief’, n. [count], pi. commanders 
in chief. 1. Also, Command/er in Chief’. the supreme 
commander of the armed forces of a nation. 2. an officer 
in command of a particular portion of an armed force. 

com-mand-ment (kə mand/mant) /ko'mendmont/ n. 
[count] 1. a command or mandate. 2. [sometimes: 
Commandment) any of the Ten Commandments. 

com-man-do (kə man/d6) /kə'mændow/ n. [count], pl. 
-dos, -does. 1. a. a military combat unit specially trained 
and organized for surprise raids. b. a member of such a 
unit. 2. a member of an assault team against terrorist at- 
tacks: The commandos surrounded the airport. 

com-emem-o-rate (ka mema rat’) /ka'mema,reyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -rateed, -rat-ing. 1. to serve as a memorial or 
reminder of: The monument commemorates a naval vic- 
tory. 2. to honor the memory of by some observance: to 
commemorate Bastille Day. —com-mem-orra-ble (ka- 
mem/ar ə bal) /kə'memərəbəl/ adj. —com-mem/o-ra/- 
tor, n. [count] See -MEM-. 

com-mem-orrartion (kə mem/a rā/shən) /ko,memo- 
‘reyfan/ n. 1. [nonconnt]) an act of commemorating 
something: [in + ~]: a ceremony in commemoration of 
war veterans. 2. [count] a ceremony or occasion to com- 
memorate something: a sinall commemoration on Me- 
morial Day. 

com-mem-:-orractive (kə memar ə tiv) /kə'memərətıv/ 
adj. [before a nonn) commemorating something: a com- 
memorative stamp. 

comemence (ks mens’) /ka'mens/ v., -menced, -menc- 
ing. to begin; start: [no obj]: Let the festivities com- 
mence. [~ + obj): We can commence the meeting. (~ + 
verb-ing): Commence firing! [~ + to + verb]: He com- 
menced to speak. —com-emenc/er, n. [count] —Syn. 
See BEGIN. 

com-mence-ment (kə mens/meant) /ka'mensmont/ n. 
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1. [noncount) an act of commencing: commencement of 
hostilities. 2. the ceremony of awarding degrees at the 
end of the academic year: [noncount): Will I see yor at 
commencement? [count]: The famous poet was asked to 
speak at several conunencements this year. 

com-mend (ka mend’) /ka'mend/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to 
present or mention as worthy of confidence, attention, 
etc.; recommend: fo commend one friend to another. 2. 
to entrust; deliver with confidence: / commend my Child 
fo your care. 3. to single out or choose (someone) for 
special praise: to commend a soldier for bravery. —com: 
mend/a-ble, adj.: It was commendable that you admit- 
ted your mistake. —com-mend/a-ble-ness, n. [non- 
count) —com-mend/a-bly, adv.: performed the task 
commendably. 

com-men-da-tion (kom/an da/shan) /,koman'deyfoan/ 
n. [count] 1. the act of commending; recommendation: 
Praise. 2. something that commends, as a formal recom- 
mendation or an official citation. 

com-men-surrate (ka men/sar it, -shar-) /ka'mensorit, 
-for-/ adj. (usually: be + ~ corresponding in amount or 
degree; proportionate: The salary will be cominensurate 
with your experience. —com-men/surrate-ly, adv. 
—com-men/su-rate-ness, n. [noncount] 

com-ment (kom/ent) /‘koment/ n. 1. [count] a remark, 
observation, or criticism: a cominent about the weather. 
2. [noncount] gossip; talk: His absence gave rise to com- 
ment. 3. [count] a criticism or interpretation about a 
State of affairs: The play is a comment on modern soci- 
ely. —v. 4. to make remarks, observations, or criticisms: 
[~(+ on + obj): The president refused to comment (on 
that issue). [used with quotations]: “I never dress like 
that,” she commented. —Idiom. 5. no comment, 
[nonconnt] (used when the speaker wishes to say noth- 
ing in response to a question). —com/ment-er, n. 
(count) 

com-men-tarsy (kom/an ter/é) /‘knomon,teriy/ n., pl. 
-ies. 1. a series of comments, explanations, or descrip- 
tions: [nonconnt)]: provided commentary on the players. 
[count]: a running commentary on the game. 2. [count] 
an essay or other long writing that gives an explanation 
or interpretation: Write a commentary on one of Shake- 
Speare’s plays. 3. [count] anything serving to illustrate a 
point about a state of affairs: The high dropout rate is a 
sad commentary on our school system. See -MEN-. 

com-men-ta-tor (kom/ən tā’tər) /'knmon,teytor/ n. 
[count] a person who discusses news, sports events, or 
other topics on television or radio: a TV sports commen- 
tator. 

com-merce (kom/ars) /'komərs/ n. (nonconnt]) 1. an 
exchange of goods or commodities between different 
countries or between areas of the same country; trade: 
commerce with overseas countries. 2. social relations, 
esp. the exchange of views, attitudes, etc. See -MERC-. 

com-mer-cial (kə můûr/shal) /kə'm3rfəl/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun) 1. of, relating to, or characteristic of com- 
merce: the commercial world. 2. engaged in, used for, 
or suitable to commerce or business: Commercial vehi- 
cles include trucks and some vans. 3. made, produced, 
or marketed to be sold or to make a profit: commercial 
theater. 4. paid for by advertisers: commercial television. 
—n. [count] 5. a paid advertisement or announcement 
on radio or television: The TV show was interrupted by 
too many commercials. —comemer/cialely, adv. See 
-MERC-. 

com-mer-:cialeism (kə můûr/shə liz’/am) /ka'm3rfo- 
ilizam/ n. [noncount) 1. the principles, practices, and 
spirit of commerce. 2. too much emphasis on making a 
profit: The author bowed to the demands of commercial- 
ism and changed his play to have a happy ending. 

com-mer-cial-ize (ka mûr/shə liz’) /ka'm3rfa,layz/_ v. 
[~ + obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make commercial in char- 
acter, methods, etc.; make profitable or introduce profit 
into: tried to commercialize her home baking. 2. to em- 
phasize the money-making aspects of (something), by 
cheapening: Christmas has become very commercialized. 
—com-mer-cial-i-za-tion (kə mûr/shə lə za/shen) 
/ka,marfala'zeyfan/ n. [noncount: commercialization of 
the Olympics. 

com-mis-er-ate (kə mizə rat’) /Ko'miza,reyt/ v. [~ + 
with + obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to feel, express, or share 
sorrow; sympathize: / cornmiserated with him over the 
loss of his mother. --com-mis-er-a-tion (kə miz/a ra/- 
shan) /ka,miza'reyfan/ n. [noncount): sad feelings of 
commiseration. [count]: We offer commiserations to the 
losers of the contest. —com-mis/er-a’tor, n. (count) 
See -MISER-. 
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com-mis-sar (Konia sar’) /‘koma,sar/ n. [count] 1. the 
head of a major governmental division in the former U.S. 
S.R. 2. an official in a communist government whose du- 
ties include political training and teaching. See -mis-. 

com-mis-sareiscat (kom/a sar’é at) /,komo'seoriyat/ n. 
[cont] a major governmental division in the former U.S. 
S.R. 

com-mis-sar-y (kom/a ser/é) /‘komoa,seriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ies. 1. a store that sells food and supplies in a mili- 
tary post, etc. 2. a dining room or cafeteria. See -MIS-. 

com-mis-sion (kə mish’an) /ka'mifon/ n. 1. [count] an 
order to perform a task, job, or duty: / received this com- 
mission directly from the king. 2. (count) the authority, 
position, or rank of an officer in any of the armed forces: 
She resigned lier comrnission. 3. [coint] a group of per- 
sons given authority, such as to investigate wrongdoing 
or discover the facts about something: a special commis- 
sion to investigate political corruption. 4. [count] a task 
or matter committed to one’s charge; official assignment: 
Tlie architect received a commiission to design an office 
building. 5. [nonconnt) the act of committing or perpe- 
trating a crime, error, etc.: The commission of a crime 
was not Clearly established in court. 6. a sum or percent- 
age of money allowed to agents, etc., for their services, 
usually based on the value or price of what gets sold: 
[noncount; on/by + ~): He works ori commission, so ina 
slow week of sales he doesn’t make much money. 
[count]: He gets a conimission of 10% on all sales above 
$5,000. —v. 7. to give a commission to: [~ + obj + to 
+ verb): corimissioned the panel to investigate the char- 
ges of bribery. [~ + obj): He was commissioned in the 
Army in 1946. —Idiom. 8. in (or out of) commission, 
[noncount] in (or not in) service or operating order: We'll 
have to walk; the elevator is out of commission again. 
See -MIS-, -MIT-. 

commis/sioned of/ficer, n. [cont] a military or na- 
val officer holding rank by having been appointed. 

com-mis-sion-er (kə mish’a ner) /ko'mifonor/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who is a member of a commission: 
The commissioners voted 6 to 5 in favor of the plan. 2. a 
government official in charge of a department or district: 
the police commissioner. 3. an official chosen by an ath- 
letic association and given broad authority: the baseball 
commissioner. 

comemit (kə mit’) /ko'mit/ v. [~ + obj) 1. [~ + one- 
self) to declare that one has a certain opinion or position: 
The senator would not commit herself on the upcoming 
vote. 2. [~ + oneself + to + obj) to obligate (oneself), 
such as by a pledge: He committed himself to helping 
the poor. 3. to entrust, esp. for safekeeping; commend: 
to commit one’s soul to God. 4. to put (something) in a 
place or state for keeping: She decided to commit her 
ideas to writing. 5. [~ + obj + to + obj) to assign or 
send for a certain purpose; allocate: The general com- 
mitted his troops to battle. 6. to do; perform; perpetrate: 
to commit murder. 7. to send (someone) to a prison or 
mental institution by legal authority: He was committed 
to an institution for the criniinally insane. See -MIT-. 
com-mit-ment (kə mit/mant) /ka'mitmont/ nm 1. 
[cont] a firm promise or pledge: He made a commit- 
ment to his wife. 2. [rioricoirnt] a strong or firm belief 
shown by one’s actions; loyalty: a lifetime of commitment 
to the poor. 3. (count) a responsibility that takes up or 
occupies one’s time: Because of his conmmitments at 
home his work begat to siffer. 

comemit-tal (kə mit/l) /ka'mit!/ n. [noncount] the act of 
committing, esp. to a mental institution. 

com-mit-ted (kə mit/id) /ko'mitid/ adj. [isually: before 
a nourn) dedicated; giving one’s complete loyalty to 
something: a cornmitted teacher. 

com-mit-tee (ko mit/é) /ka'mitiy/ rı. [count] a group of 
persons elected or appointed to perform some function, 
such as to investigate a particular matter. See -MIT-. 
—Usage. See COLLECTIVE NOUN. 

comemode (kə mod’) /ka'mowd/ n. [count] 1. a low 
cabinet or similar piece of furniture containing drawers or 
shelves. 2. touet (def. 1). 3. a portable toilet, esp. one 
on a Chairlike frame, as for an invalid. 

com-moedi-ous (ka md/dé as) /ka'mowdiyas/ adj. 
large; having space; ample; roomy: a commniodious apart- 
ment. com-mo/di-ous-ly, adv. —com-mo/di-ous- 
ness, #/. (roricourit]) See -MOD-. 

com-mod:i-ty (kə mod/i tē) /ka'monditiy/ rı. [Comrt], pl. 
-ties. an article of trade or commerce, esp. a product 
that can be bought or sold: wheat, rice, autornobiles, atid 
other corrrriodities. 

com-mo-dore (kom/ə dor’, -dōr/) /‘komoa,dor, -,dowr/ 
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n. [count] 1. (formerly) a commissioned officer in the 
U.S. Navy or Coast Guard ranking above a captain. 2. an 
officer in the British navy in temporary command of a 
squadron. 

com-mon (koman) /'komon/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. 
belonging equally to, or shared alike by: We all have a 
common objective, to stop the mayor's reelection. 2. re- 
lating to or belonging to an entire community, nation, or 
culture: They had a common language, English. 3. [be- 
fore a noun) widespread; general; universal: There was 
common understanding that he would be promoted. 4. 
of frequent occurrence; usual; familiar: /t was a common 
error. 5. of mediocre quality: a rough, common fabric. 6. 
having or showing bad manners; socially unacceptable: 
common manners. 7. (before a nonn) lacking rank, sta- 
tion, etc.; ordinary; not special: a common soldier; com- 
mon table salt. 8. [before a noun] in keeping with ac- 
cepted standards; fundamental: common decency. —n. 
[count] 9. Often, commons. [plural] a piece of land 
owned or used by the people living in a community, as a 
park. 10. commons, [plura the common people. 
—Idiom. 11. in common, [noncount] in joint posses- 
sion or use; shared equally: We have mich in common 
with people from other cultures. —com/monrly, adv.: 
It’s commonly understood that people say thank you 
when they receive a gift. —com/moneness, n. [non- 
count) 

com/mon cold’, n. (count; often: the + ~) colo (def. 
14). 

com/’mon denominator, n. [count] 1. a number that 
is a multiple of all the denominators of a set of fractions. 
2. a trait, characteristic, or attitude common to a group: 
The common denominator of all these groups is their 
desire to keep the judge from getting the position. 

com-mon-er (kom/a nar) /'komoanor/ n. [count] a mem- 
ber of the class of people without a title of nobility: The 
king wouldn't let his daughter marry a commoner. 

com/mon law’, n. [noricount) the system of law com- 
ing first from England, based on custom or court deci- 
sion. —com/mon-law’, adj. (before a noun). a com- 
mon-law marriage. 

Com/’mon Mar/ket, n. 1. [proper noun; noncount; 
usually: the + ~] European Economic Community. 2. 
[count; often: common market] any economic associa- 
tion of nations. 

com’mon noun’, n. [count] a noun that may be pre- 
ceded by an article or other limiting modifier and that 
designates any or all of a class of things and not an indi- 
vidual, as man, city, horse, music. Also called com/mon 
name’. 

com-mon:-place (kom/an plas’) /'komən,pleys/ adj. 1. 
ordinary; uninteresting; usual: commonplace expressions 
in his writing. —ri. [count] 2. a well-known or obvious re- 
mark or statement; platitude: /t is a commonplace that 
the world has grown more complex. 3. anything com- 
mon or uninteresting. 

com/mon sense’, n. [noncount] sound practical judg- 
ment: It's just good common sense to look both ways 
before crossing a street. —com/mon-sense/, adj. lbe- 
fore a nonn): a commonsense attitude. —com/mon- 
sen/si-cal, com/mon:ser/si-ble, adj. —com/mon:-ser/- 
si-cal-ly, com/mon-sen/si-bly, adv. 

com-mon-wealth (kom/an welth’) /‘komoan,wel6/ n. 1. 
[cont] the people of a nation or state, seen as a political 
unit. 2. (count; Commonwealth] a group of self- 
governing nations associated by their own choice and 
linked with common objectives. 3. the Commonwealth, 
{proper noun) COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS. 

Com/monwealth of Na/tions, n. [proper noun; non- 
count] a voluntary association of independent nations 
linked by history as parts of the former British Empire. 
Formerly, British Commonwealth of Nations. 

com-mo-tion (kə mō/shən) /ka'mowSon/ n. violent, 
noisy action; disturbance; fuss; agitation: [count singu- 
lar): a sudden commotion at the back of the room. [non- 
count): What is all the commotion about? See -MOT-. 

comemurnal (ka mydon/!) /ka'myuwnl/ adj. 1. used or 
shared in common: a communal stove. 2. of, by, or be- 
longing to the people of a community: communal land. 
3. relating to a commune or a community: communal 
life. —comemu/nalely, adv. 

commune’ (kə myoon’/) /ko'myuwn/ v. [no obj), 
-muned, -mun-ing. 1. to converse or talk together. 2. [7 
+ with + obj] to be in close communication: to com- 
nine witht nature. 

com-emune? (kom/yoon) /‘komyuwn/ n. [count] 1. a 
small group of persons living together, sharing 
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possessions, work, income, etc. 2. a group of persons 
working together as a team, esp. to run a collective farm. 

com-murni-ca-ble (kə mydo/ni kə bəl) /kə'myuw- 
nikabal/ adj. easily communicated or transmitted to an- 
other: a communicable disease. —com-murni-ca-bil-i-tty 
(kə myod/ni kə bil/i tē) /ka,myuwnikoa'bilitiy/ comemu/- 
ni-ca-ble-ness, n. [noncount] 

com-murni-cant (kə mydo/ni kant) /ko'myuwnikont/ n. 
[count] a member of a church allowed to receive Com- 
munion. 

com-murni-cate (kə myoo/ni kat’) /ka'myuwnikeyt/ v., 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to give to another; trans- 
mit: fo communicate a disease. 2. to give or exchange 
(thoughts, etc.) by writing, speaking, etc.: [no obj]: They 
were trying to understand how dolphins communicate. (~ 
+ with + obj): We have to communicate with the chair- 
man on this. (~ + obj): You have to learn to communi- 
cate your ideas Clearly. 3. [no obj] to express thoughts, 
feelings, or information easily: She has trouble communi- 
cating and won't succeed in advertising. —com-mu/ni- 
ca/tor, n. [count] 

com-murni-cartion (ka mydo/ni kā/shən) /ko,myuwni- 
‘keyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] a. the act or process of com- 
municating; fact of being communicated. b. the sending 
or exchanging of thoughts, opinions, or information by 
speech, writing, or signs: We studied anirnal communica- 
ton. 2. [count] some thought or information sent or 
transmitted, esp. a document or message giving news, 
instructions, etc.: the latest communication from the 
front. 3. communications, a. (plural; used with a plural 
verb] means of sending messages, orders, etc., including 
telephone, telegraph, radio, and television: With modern 
communications we can telephone anywhere in the 
world. b. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the pro- 
fessions of journalism, broadcasting, etc. c. [moncount; 
used with a singular verb] the study of effective commu- 
nication: studying communications and communications 
skills. —com-mu/ni-ca/tionsal, adj. 

com-murniecartive (kə myoo/na ka tiv) /ko'myuwno 
kativ/ adj. 1. of or relating to communication: excelent 
communicative skills. 2. talkative; able or ready to talk 
with others: The lost little boy was not communicative. 

com-mun-ion (ka mydon/yen) /ka'myuwnyoan/ n. 1. (oF 
ten: Communion] Also called Holy Communion. a. 
(noncount] the act of receiving the bread and wine at a 
Christian eucharistic service. b. (noncount] the bread and 
wine so received. 2. [count] a group of people having a 
common religious faith; denomination: the Angtican 
communion. 3. [noncount) the exchanging or sharing of 
thoughts or emotions: communion with nature. 

com-musni-qué (kə mydo/ni ka’) /ko,myuwni'key/ n. 
[count] an official bulletin or communication: The 
leaders issued a joint communique. 

com-emuenism (kom/yə niz/am) /‘komya,nizam/ n. 
[noncount] 1. a theory or system of social organization 
based on the holding of all property in common, with 
ownership by the state. 2. (often: Communism] a politi- 
cal doctrine or movement based on Marxism seeking the 
overthrow of capitalism and the creation of a classless 
society. 

com-muenist (kom/ya nist) /‘komyanist/ n. [count] 1. 
[Communist] a member of a Communist Party: The 
Communists couldn't get a majority. 2. a supporter or 
advocate of communism. 3. a person regarded as sup- 
porting leftist causes. —adj. 4. (Communist) of or relat- 
ing to a Communist Party or to Communism. 5. relating 
to communists or communism. —com/murnis/tic, adj. 

com-mueni-ty (ka myddo/ni tē) /ko'myuwnitiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. 1. a group of people who live in a spe- 
cific location, share government, and often have a com- 
mon cultural and historical heritage: the Haitian commu- 
nity in the city. 2. a locality inhabited by such a group. 3. 
a social, political, or other group sharing common char- 
acteristics or interests: the business community. 4. [usu- 
ally; singular] the public; society. 5. a group of interact- 
ing plant and animal populations in a given area: 
studying the desert cornmunity. 6. condition of sharing 
or having things in common. 

commu/nity college, n. (count) a junior college sup- 
ported in part by local government funds. 

commu/nity prop/erty, n. (noncount] property of a 
husband and wife, considered in some states to be jointly 
owned. 

com-mucta-tion (kom/ya ta’shan) /,komya'teyfan/ n. 
1l. [count] the changing of a prison sentence or other 
penalty to one less severe. 2. [noncount) the act of com- 
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muting, as to and from work: / spend three hours a day 
in commutation. See -MUT-. 

com-mute (ka myoot’) /ko'myuwt/ v., -mut-ed, -mut- 
ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to change (a penalty) to a less 
severe one: commuted the death sentence to life impris- 
onment. 2. [~ + obj] to change (one kind of payment) 
into or for another, as by substitution: The government 
commuted his pension to a lump sum. 3. (no obj) to 
travel regularly over some distance, as from a suburb 
into a city and back again: She commutes froin upstate 
fo the city every day. —n. [count] 4. a trip made by com- 
muting: How long is your commute? See -mut-. 

com-mut-er (ka myöö/tər) /ko'myuwtor/ n. [count] a 
person who travels regularly back and forth over some 
distance. 

comp’ (komp) /komp/ n. [noncount] composition: taking 
classes in comp and speech. 

comp? (komp) /komp/ n. [noncount] compensation: un- 
employment comp. 

comp., an abbreviation of: 1. comparative. 2. compare. 
3. compensation. 4. complement. 5. complete. 6. com- 
position. 7. compositor. 8. compound. 9. comprehen- 
sive. 

com-pact? (adj. kam pakt/, kom/pakt; v. kam pakt/; n. 
kom/pakt) /adj. kəm! pækt, |kompakt; v. kam! pakt; n. 
'kompxkt/ adj. 1. joined or packed together; dense; 
solid: compact soil. 2. designed to be small in size or ec- 
onomical in operation: a compact kitchen. 3. expressed 
with few words: a compact review of the news. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to join or pack closely together; condense: Try to 
compact this report. 5. to crush or compress into a tight, 
solid form: to compact rubbish. —n. [count] 6. a small 
Case containing a mirror and face powder. 7. an automo- 
bile larger than a subcompact but smaller than a midsize 
car. —com-pact/ly, adv. —com-pact/ness, n. (non- 
count) See -PACT-. 

com-pact? (kom/pakt) /'kompækt/ n. [count] a formal 
agreement between two or more parties, states, etc.; 
contract. See -PACT-. 

com/pact disc’, n. [count] a small optical disc on 
which music, data, or images are digitally recorded for 
playback. Abbr.: CD 

com-pac-tor (kam pak/ter, kom/pak-) /kom'paktor, 
'kompæk-/ n. [count] an appliance that compresses trash 
into small bundles. 

com:-pan-ion (kam pan/yen) /kəm'pænyən/ n. [count] 1. 
a person who frequently accompanies another; comrade. 
2. a person in a long-term, intimate relationship with an- 
other; partner. 3. a person employed to accompany, as- 
sist, or live with another: working as a nurse and com- 
panion to an elderly lady. 4. a mate or match for 
something: / was looking for the compamion to the statu- 
elle. —com-pan/ion-less, adj. 

com-pan-ion-a-ble (kam pan/yan ə bal) /kəm'pæn- 
yənəbəl/ adj. friendly; making a good companion. 

com:-pan-ion-ship (kam pan/yan ship’) /kom'pen- 
yon, fip/ n. [noncount] friendship; friendly relations or 
company. 

com-pan-ioneway (kəm pan/yan wa’) /kəm'pæn- 
yon,wey/ n. [count] a stair or ladder within the hull of a 
vessel. 

com-parny (kum/pa në) /‘kamponiy/ n., ph -nies. 1. 
[count] a number of individuals associated together. 2. 
[noncount] a guest or quests: We're having company to- 
night. 3. [noncount] companionship; association: We al- 
ways enjoy her company. 4. [count] a number of persons 
united for joint action, esp. for business: a pubtishing 
conipany; a dance company. 5. [count] a unit of troops. 
——Idiom. 6. keep company, a. [keep + ~ + with + 
obj) to associate in courtship: She keeps company with a 
teacher. b. [no obj) (of a couple) to spend time together 
regularly; go out on dates. 7. keep someone company, 
[keep + obj + ~] to be a companion to someone: Keep 
the kids company until | get back. 8. part company, [no 
obj) a. to separate: We parted company at the airport. b. 
to cease association or friendship: We parted company 
afler many years. c. to take an opposite view; differ: 
Thats where he and | part company: he wants to tax the 
poor, and I want to tax the rich. 

compar., an abbreviation of: comparative. 

com-parra-ble (kom/pər ə bal) /'kompərəbəl/ adj. 1. 
capable of being compared; permitting comparison: Are 
the Roman and British empires comparable? 2. worthy of 
comparison: shops comparable to those on Fifth Avenue. 
3. usable for comparison; similar: We have no compara- 
ble data on Russian farming. —com-pa-ra-bil-i-ty 
(kom/pər ə bili tē) /,kompara'bilitiy/ com/pa-ra-ble- 
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ness, n. (noncount) —com/parrasbly, adv.: Are those 
two cars comparably equipped? See -PAR-. 

com-pareactive (kam par’e tiv) /kom'parotiv/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun) using comparison as a method of study: 
comparative anatomy. 2. [before a noun) measured, 
judged, or estimated by comparison: He was a compara- 
tive stranger to the town. 3. of or naming a form of ad- 
jectives and adverbs used to show an increase in quality, 
quantity, or intensity: The words smaller, better, and 
more carefully are the comparative forms of small, good, 
and carefully. Compare POSITIVE (def. 22), SUPERLATIVE 
(def. 2). —n. [count] 4. the comparative form of an ad- 
jective or adverb: The comparative of good is the word 
better. —com-par/ar-tiverly, adv.: This book is compara- 
tively easy to read. 

compare (kəm par’) /kom'pear/ v., -pared, -par-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to examine (two or more things, etc.) to note sim- 
ilarities and differences: [~ + obj]: to compare two res- 
taurants. {~ + obj + with + obj): The pictures were 
compared with those of known spies. [~ + obj + to/with 
+ obj]: Compare the Chicago of today to that of the 
1920's. 2. [~ + obj + to/with + obj] to consider or de- 
scribe as similar; liken: “Shall I compare thee to a sum- 
mers day?” 3. [~ + with + obj] to be worthy of com- 
parison: Whose plays can compare with Shakespeare's? 
4. [~ + with + obj) to be in similar standing; be alike: 
No one can compare with you; you're the best! 5. [~ + 
with + obj] to appear in quality, progress, etc., as speci- 
fied: Their development compares poorly with that of 
neighboring nations. 6. [~ + obj] to give the forms for 
the comparison of (an adjective or adverb): Compare the 
adjectives good and tall to get the forms better and tal- 
ler. —n. [noncount) 7. comparison: a beauty beyond 
compare. —Idiom. 8. compared with or to, [~ + 
with/to + obj] in comparison or contrast with; as Op- 
posed to: Compared with the rest of the world, the stand- 
ard of living there is very high. Compared to the rest of 
the class, your grades are high. 9. compare notes, to 
exchange views: We compared notes on how our jobs 
were going. See -PaR-. —Related Words. COMPARE is a 
verb, COMPARISON iS a noun, COMPARABLE iS an adjective: 
Compare the two items to see which is cheaper. She 
made a comparison of the two items. The two items are 
of comparable price. 

com-par-ieson (kam par’a sən) /koəm'pærəsən/ n. 1. the 
act of comparing: [count]: A comparison between our 
two countries shows some important differences. (non- 
count; in/by + ~): In comparison with some other coun- 
tries, the cost of food in the U.S. is low. 2. (noncount] a 
likeness; similarity; capability of being compared: There 
is simply no comparison between your work and hers. 
com-partement (kəm pärt/mənt) /kom'partmont/ n. 
[count] a separate room, section, part, etc. —comepart- 
men-tal (kam part men/tl) /kampart'mentl/ adj. See 
-PAR-. 

com-part-men-tal-ize (kəm part men/tl iz’) /kamp- 
art'mentl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to divide into 
categories or compartments: Why do they keep trying to 
compartmentalize us into their narrow little images? 
—com-part-men-tal-i-za-tion (kam part men/tl iza- 
shen) /kompart,menth'zeyfon/ n. [noricount) 
com-pass (kum/pas, kom/-) /‘kampos, 'kom-/ n. [count] 
1. an instrument for determining directions. 2. Often, 
compasses. [plural] a V-shaped instrument for drawing 
circles, measuring distances, etc. 3. space within limits; 
area; extent; range; scope; limit: te broad compass of 
the novel. See -pass-'. 

com-pas-sion (kam pash/an) /kom'pafon/ n. [non- 
count] a feeling of sympathy for another's misfortune. 
—com-pas/sion-ate (-3 nit) /-onit/ adj. —com-pas/sion- 
ate-ly, adv. 

com:-patei-ble (kam pat/a bal) /koəm'pætəbəl/ adj. 1. ca- 
pable of living or existing together in peace and har- 
mony: The couple were obviously not compatible. 2. [of 
ten: be + ~ + with + obj) able to exist with something 
else: My blood type is not compatible with yours. 3. [of- 
ten: be + ~ + with + obj] consistent: clairs not cot- 
patible with the facts. 4. (often: be + ~ + with + obj) 
a. (of software) able to run on a specified computer. b. 
(of hardware) able to work with a specified device. —n. 
[count] 5. a computer able to work with most of the soft- 
ware of another system. —com-pat-i-bil-i-ty (kam pata- 
bii tē) /kom,pwta'bilttiy/ com-pat/i-ble-ness, n. [non- 
count] —com-pat/i-bly, adv. See -PAT-. 

com-pa-tri-ot (kam pa/tré at) /kam'peytriyat/ n. (count) 
a native or inhabitant of one’s own country; fellow citizen. 
See -PATR-. 


com-pel (kəm pel’) /kom'pel/ v., -pelled, -pel-ling. 1. 
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[~ + obj + to + verb] to force or drive (someone) to do 
something; require: compelled to work hard by the 
thought of being fired. 2. [~ + obj] to secure or bring 
about by force or power: She managed to compel obedi- 
ence from her staff, See -PEL-. 

com-pel-ling (kam pel/ing) /kom'pelin/ adj. 1. convinc- 
ing; forceful: compelling reasons. 2. very interesting; de- 
manding one’s attention: The spy thriller was a compel- 
ling story. —com-peVling:ly, adv. 

com-pen-dieum (kəm pen/dé am) /kom'pendiyom/ n. 
{count}, pl. -dieums, -dia (-de Ə) /-diyo/. a brief treat- 
ment of a subject: a compendium of useful information. 
See -PEND-. 

com-pen-sate (kom/pan sat’) /'kompon,scyt/ v., 
-sat-ed, -sat-ing. l. to pay (someone) for something 
lost, damaged, or missing so as to replace it; give (some- 
one) an equivalent: [~ + obj + for + obj): Let me com- 
pensate you for your trouble. [~ + for + obj): Your apol- 
ogies will not compensate for this damage. 2. to make 
up for; offset; counterbalance: [~ + obj]: He compen- 
sated his homeliness with charm. [~ + for + obj): The 
good acting in the play compensated for its horrible mu- 
sical score. 3. [~ (+ for + obj)) to counterbalance a 
force, as by adjusting a mechanism: With every step he 
had to compensate for the weight he was carrying on his 
right side. —comepen-sa-to-ry (kam pen/se tor/é, 
-tor/é) /kom'pensa,toriy, -,towriy/ com/pen:sa/tive, adj. 

com-pen-sa-tion (kom/pan sa’ shan) /,kompon'seyJan/ 
n. [noncount] 1. money given to make up for a loss, 
damage, etc.; damages: workers’ compensation. 2. sal- 
ary. 3. an action, adjustment, or counterbalancing that 
makes up for something unfortunate. 

com-pete (kam pét’) /kom'piyt/ v. [no obj], -pet-ed, 
-pet-ing. to struggle to outdo another for acknowledg- 
ment, a prize, etc.; engage in a contest: Birds compete 
for food with squirrels. See -pet-. ——Related Words. 
COMPETE iS a verb, COMPETITION iS a noun, COMPETITIVE is an 
adjective: They like to compete against each other. Com- 
petition should help lower prices. Prices were not always 
competitive. 

com-pe-tence (kom/pi tans) /‘knmpitons/ n. [noncount] 
the quality of being competent; adequacy. See -PET-. 

com-pe-tent (kom/pi tent) /‘kompitont/ adj. 1. having 
suitable or sufficient skill, knowledge, experience, etc., 
for some purpose; properly qualified: We hired a compe- 
tent electrician. 2. adequate but not exceptional: Your 
work is competent, but here we strive for excellence. 3. 
(esp. of a witness) qualified as to age or soundness of 
mind. —com/pe-tent-ly, adv.: He handled the chores 
competently enough. See -PET-. 

com:-pe-rti-tion (kom/pi tish’an) /,kompi'tifon/ n. 1. 
(noncount) the act of competing; rivalry for a prize, etc. 
2. [count] a contest for some prize, honor, or advantage: 
an ice-skating competition. 3. (noncount) the rivalry of- 
fered by a competitor: Small businesses are getting a lot 
of competition from the chain stores. 4. [noncount) a 
competitor or competitors: Our coaches watched films of 
the competition. 5. [noncount) the struggle among living 
things, for food, space, etc.: competition in the survival of 
the fittest. See -PET-. 

com-pet-i-tive (kəm peti tiv) /kom'petitiv/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to competition: competitive sports. 2. overly in- 
terested in competing. 3. having the ability to compete; 
able to match or exceed one’s competitors: Our prices 
are competitive, especially when compared with those of 
the leading manufacturer. —com-pet/i-tive-ly, adv.: We 
played competitively in the games. —com-pet/i-tive- 
ness, n. [(Noncount) 

com-pet-i-tor (kam pet/i tər) /kom'petitor/ n. [count] a 
person, team, company, etc., that competes; rival. 

comspi-la-tion (kom/pa lā/shən) /,kompa'leyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount) the act of compiling or putting something to- 
gether, such as documents, records, or reports: careful 
compilation of the data. 2. [count] the result of such 
compiling: a compilation of recent advances in the field. 

compile (kəm pil’) /kam'payl/ v. [~ + obj], -piled, -pil- 
ing. to put together (documents, selections, or other 
materials) in one book or work from materials taken 
from various sources: fo compile data. 

com-pla-cen-cy (kam pla/san sé) /kam'pleysansiy/ also 
com-pla/cence, n. (noncount] a feeling of security 
while unaware of unpleasant possibilities; self- 
satisfaction. See -PLAC-. 

com-pla-cent (kəm pla/sant) /kom'pleysant/ adj. feel- 
ing complacency: After his raise in salary he became 
complacent and didn’t work very hard. See -PLAC-. 

complain (kəm plan’) /kom'pleyn/ v. 1. to express dis- 
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satisfaction, resentment, pain, grief, etc.; find fault: [no 
obj): She's always whining and complaining. [~ + off 
about + obj): complained of head pains; complaining 
about the weather. [~ + (that) clause]: She complained 
that no one was treating her fairly. 2. [~ + to + obj] to 
make a formal protest, accusation, or complaint: You 
must complain to the police. —com-plain/er, n. [connt] 
—com-plain/ing-ly, adv. —Related Words. COMPLAIN is 
a verb, COMPLAINT is a noun: They always complain about 
the homework. They brought their complaints to their 
teacher. 

com:plain-ant (kam pla/nent) /kom'pleynont/ n. (count) 
a person or group that makes a complaint, as in a legal 
action. 

complaint (kəm plant’) /kom'pleynt/ n. 1. an expres- 
sion of discontent, regret, pain, resentment, or grief: 
[count]: The police did not listen to her complaints. 
{noncount): I've written several letters of complaint. 2. a 
cause of such discontent; reason for complaining: 
[count]: Her complaint was that no one listened to her. 
[noncount]: You don’t have good grounds for complaint 
about noise. 3. [count] a cause of bodily pain or ailment: 
malady: to suffer from a rare complaint. 


com-plai-sance (kəm pla/zens) /kəm'pleyzəns/ n. 
[noncount] willingness, readiness, or inctination to 
please. 

com-plai-sant (kəm pla/sent, -zont) /kəm'pteysənt, 


-zant/ adj. of, retating to, or showing complaisance. 
—com-plai/sant-ly, adv. 
com-ple-ment (n. kom/ple ment; v. kom/pla ment’) /n. 
'kKomptoment; v. 'kompts,;ment/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing that completes or makes perfect. 2. the quantity or 
amount that completes anything: We now have a full 
complement of instructors. 3. (in grammar) a word or 
group of words that comes after the verb and that de- 
scribes or is identified with the subject, as small in The 
house is small, or that describes or is identified with the 
object, as president in They elected him president. —v. 
[~ + obj] 4. to complete, such as by adding good quali- 
ties to; form a complement to: The excellent coffee com- 
plemented the brandy and dessert. 
com-ple-men-tasry (kom/pla menta rē) 
plo'mentariy/ adj. complementing or completing. 
com-plete (kam plét’) /kam'pliyt/ adj., v., -plet-ed, 
-plet-ing. —adj. 1. having all parts or elements; lacking 
nothing: a complete set of golf clubs. 2. finished; ended; 
concluded: a complete orbit of the sun. 3. {before a 
noun) having all the required or expected quatities, char- 
acteristics, or skills: a complete scholar. 4. [before a 
noun] thorough; total; undivided or absolute: a complete 
Stranger. 5. (of a subject or predicate) having all words 
or phrases that describe or modify included: The com- 
plete subject of The dappled pony gazed over the fence 
is The dappled pony. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to make whole, 
entire, or perfect: Hiking boots complete the outdoor 
look. 7. to bring to an end; finish: She always completes 
her tasks. —comeplete/ness, n. [noncount] See -PLET-. 
—Syn. COMPLETE, ENTIRE, INTACT Suggest that there is no 
lack or defect, and that no part has been removed. con- 
PLETE implies that something has alt its parts and is fully 
developed or perfected; it may also mean that a process 
Or purpose has been carried to fulfillment: a complete 
explanation; a complete assignment. ENTIRE describes 
something having all its etements in an unbroken single 
unit: an entire book. intact implies that something has 
remained in its original condition, complete and without 
having been broken: a package delivered intact. 
com-plete-ly (kam plet/lé) /kom'pliytliy/ adv. thor- 
oughly; totally; altogether: The air force completely de- 
Stroyed the enemy fighters. 
com-ple-tion (kəm plé/shan) /kam'pliyfan/ n. {non- 
count) the state of having been finished or completed. 
com-plex (adj. kəm pleks’, kom/pleks; n. kom/pleks) 
/adj. kam'pteks, 'kKompleks; n. 'Komplteks/ adj. 1. com- 
posed of many related parts: a complex system. 2. hav- 
ing a complicated arrangement of parts or pieces, often 
so as to be hard to deal with or understand: complex 
machinery. —n. [count] 3. a complicated group, system, 
or assembly of related things that form a whole: an 
apartment complex; a business complex. 4. a group of 
related ideas, desires, and impulses that influence one’s 
attitudes and behavior: He had a complex about dark 
rooms. She had an inferiority complex. —com-plex/ly, 
adv. —com-plex/ness, n. (noncount) See -PLEx-. 
com:plex-ion (kəm plek’shan) /kam'plekfan/ n. [count] 
1. the natural color, texture, and appearance of the skin, 
esp. of the face. 2. appearance; general or overall char- 
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acter; This testimony puts a different complexion on 
things. 3. viewpoint, attitude, or belief: one’s political 
complexion. —com-plex/ioneal, adj. 

com-plex-ioned (kam plek/shand) /kəm'plek fənd/ adj. 
(used after another adjective) having a certain complex- 
ion: a light-complexioned person (= a person having a 
light complexion). 

com:-plex:-isty (kam plek/si tē) /kom'pleksitiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncomnt] the state or condition of being com- 
plex: the complexity of the human mind. 2. [count 
something that is complex: The complexities of modern 
life were too much for him. See -PLEx-. 

com/plex sen/tence, n. (count) a sentence containing 
one Or more dependent clauses in addition to the main 
clause, such as the sentence When the bell rings, we will 
all walk ont, which is made up of When the bell rings (a 
dependent clause), and we will all walk ont (the main 
clause). 

com-pli-ance (kəm pli/ans) /kam'playans/ n. [noncount] 
1. the act of complying. 2. a tendency to comply. 3. con- 
formity; accordance: He acted in strict compliance with 
orders. 

com:pli-ant (kəm pliant) /kam 'playant/ adj. tending to 
comply. 

com:pli-cate (kom/pli kat’) /‘komplhi,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to make (something) complex, intri- 
cate, or difficult: He didn't want to complicate his life with 
marriage. See -PLic-. 

com-pli-cat-ed (kom/pli ka/tid) /‘kompli,keytid/ adj. 1. 
made up of connected parts; complex; intricate: a com- 
plicated apparatus that never worked correctly. 2. difficult 
to analyze, understand, or explain: a complicated prob- 
lem. —com/pli-cat/ed-ly, adv. —com/pli-cat’ed-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

com:pli-ca-tion (kom/pli ka/shan) /,kompli'keyfan/_n. 
[count] a problem or difficulty added to an already exist- 
ing situation. 

complicity (kam plis/i tē) /kam'plisitiy/ n. [noncount) 
the state of being an accomplice; partnership in wrong- 
doing. —comeplic/i-tous, comeplic/it, adj. See -ptic-. 

com:pliement (7. kom/pts ment; v. kompla ment’) /n. 
Ikompləmənt; v. |'komple;ment/ n. [count] 1. an ex- 
pression of praise or admiration: He paid her a nice 
compliment on her dress. 2. a formal act or gesture of 
respect or of high regard: The mayor paid her the com- 
pliment of a police escort. —v. [~ + obj (+ on + obj)] 
3. to pay a compliment to; praise: He complimented the 
hostess on the dinner. —com/pliement/er, n. [count] 

com:-pli-men-tasry (kom/ple men’tə rē, -tré) /,kom- 
plo'mentoriy, -triy/ adj 1. expressing a compliment: a 
complimentary remark. 2. {tsually: before a noun] given 
free as a gift or courtesy: complimentary tickets to the 
game. —com/pli-men/tarri-ly, adv. —com/pli-men/ta- 
rieness, n. [noncount) 

com:-ply (kam pli”) /kom'play/ v. [no obj; (~ + with + 
obj)|, -plied, -ply-ing. to act or be in accordance with 
wishes, requirements, or conditions; obey: We cannot 
comply with your demands for the files. See -puic-. 

com-po-nent (kam pd/nant) /kom'pownoant/ n. [count] 
1. a basic or fundamental part from which something is 
made. 2. a part of a mechanical or electrical system: hi-fi 
components. —adj. [before a nonn) 3. being or serving 
as an element in something larger; constituent: compo- 
nent parts. —com-poenenstial (kom/pa nen/shal) /,ko- 
mpo'nenfoal/ adj. See -pon-. — Syn. See ELEMENT. 

comport (kəm port’, -pōrt/) /kam'port, -'powrt/ v. 1. 
[~ + oneself] to carry or conduct (oneself); behave: to 
comport oneself with dignity. 2. [~ + with + obj] to be 
in agreement or harmony: Your statement does not com- 
port with the facts. See -PORT-. 

com:-pose (kam poz/) /kam'powz/ v. [~ + obj], -posed, 
-pos-ing. 1. to be or make up the parts of; form the ba- 
sis of: [be + ~ed + of + obj): His spaghetti sance was 
composed of many ingredients. 2. to create (a musical, 
literary, or dance work): He composed symphonies. 
Compose an essay of 500 words. 3. to arrange the 
elements of: The sculptor composed his pieces with pre- 
cision and beauity. 4. to bring to a condition of calmness; 
settle down: He took a moment to compose himself, 
then walked out of the courtroom. See -pos-. 

com-posed (kam pōzd/) /kam'powzd/ adj. calm; tran- 
quil; serene; self-controtted: The defendant remained 
composed during the trial. —Syn. See CALM. 

com-pos-er (kəm p6d/zar) /kam'powzor/ n. [count] a 
person who composes music. See -Pos-. 

com-pos-ite (kam poz/it) /kam'pozit/ adj. 1. made up 
of different elements; blended; compound: The artist 
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made a composite drawing of the two faces. —n. [count] 
2. something made up of different or separate parts; a 
blend: My job is a composite of teacher, boss, and ad- 
ministrator. —com-pos/ite-ly, adv. See -Pos-. 

com-possi-tion (kom/pa zish’an) /,kompoa'zifan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the elements of which something is com- 
posed; makeup. 2. [count] a material formed from two 
or more substances: various compositions of different 
toxic chemicals. 3. [noncount] the act or process of pro- 
ducing a piece of writing: the art of composition. 4. 
[count] something composed, such as a short essay or a 
piece of music: Write a composition on how you spent 
your summer vacation. 5. [noncount) the organization of 
the different parts of a work of art so as to achieve a 
whole: The painting's composition is excellent but the 
color scheme is odd. See -pos-. 

com-pos-i-tor (kəm poz/i tər) /kam'pnzitor/ n. [count] 
a person who sets the type or text for printing. See -Pos-. 

com-post (kom/post) /‘knmpowst/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
mixture of decaying plant or animal matter used for ferti- 
lizing soil. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to use in compost; make 
compost of: They composted the dead branches and 
leaves to enrich the soil. —com/post-er, n. [count] See 
-POS-. 

com-po-sure (kam pd/zhar) /kam'pow3ar/ n. [non- 
count] self-controlied manner or state of mind; calm- 
ness. See -Pos-. 

com-pote (kon/pot) /‘knmpowt/ n. 1. [noncount) fruit 
stewed in a syrup. 2. [count] a stemmed dish for serving 
fruit, nuts, candy, etc. 

com-pound' (adj, v. kom/pound, kəm pound’; n. 
kom/pound) /adj., v. 'kompawnd, kəm'pawnd; n. 
Ikompawnd/ adj. [before a noun] 1. composed of two 
or more ingredients: Bronze is a compound metal made 
of copper and tin. 2. having or involving two or more 
actions or functions: The month is a compound organ. 3. 
(of a word) a. made up of two or more parts that are also 
words, as housetop, many-sided, playact, or upon. b. 
made up of two or more parts that are also bases, as bi- 
ochemistry or ethnography. 4. (of a verb tense) made up 
of an auxiliary verb and a main verb, as are swimining, 
have spoken, or will write (opposed to simple). —n. 
[count] 5. something formed by compounding or com- 
bining parts, elements, etc.: Water is a compound of hy- 
drogen and oxygen. 6. a compound word, esp. one com- 
posed of two or more words, as moonflower or 
rainstorm. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to put together into a whole; 
combine: to compound drugs to form a new medicine. 
8. to make or form by combining parts; construct: The 
medicine was compounded from various drugs. 9. to in- 
crease or add to, esp. so as to worsen: When he started 
arguing with the police officer it only compounded his 
problems. 10. to pay (interest) on the interest already 
earned as well as on the principal: The bank compounds 
interest on a savings account, —com-pound/a-ble, adj. 
—com-pound/er, n. [count] See -POUND-. 

com-pound? (kom/pound) /'kompawnd/ n. [count] a 
separate area, usually fenced or walled, containing 
barracks or other structures. 

com/pound frac/’ture, n. [count] a fracture in which 
the broken bone comes out through the skin. 
com/pound in/’terest, n. [noncount] interest paid on 
both the principal and on previously obtained interest. 
com/pound sen/tence, n. [count] a sentence con- 
taining two or more coordinate clauses, usually joined by 
one or more coordinate conjunctions, such as the sen- 
tence The lightning flashed and the rain fell, which con- 
sists of The lightning flashed (an independent Clause), 
and (a coordinate conjunction), and the rain fell (a sec- 
ond independent clause). 

com-pre-hend (kom/pri hend’) /,kompri‘hend/ v. [~ + 
obj] to understand the nature or meaning of; grasp with 
the mind; perceive: / could hear what he was saying but I 


couldn't comprehend it. —com/pre-hend/i-ble, adj. 
—com/pre-hend/ing-ly, adv. See -PREHEND-. 
com-pre-hen-si-ble (kom/pri hen/’sa_ bal) = /,kom- 


pri‘hensobal/ adj. capable of being comprehended: Sci- 
entists should make their findings comprehensible to the 
public. com-pre-hen-siebil-iety (kom/pri hen/sa bili- 
tē) /,kompri,hensa'bilitiy/ com/pre-hen/si-ble-ness, n. 
{noncount): They should try for better comprehensibility 
in their writing. —com/pre-hen/si-bly, adv. 
com:-pre-hen-sion (kom/pri hen’shan) /,kompri'henfan/ 
n. [noncount) 1. the act or process of comprehending. 
2. capacity of the mind to perceive and understand; 
power to grasp ideas. See -PREHEND-. 
com-pre-hen-sive (kom/pri hen/siv) /,kompri'‘hensiv/ 
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adj. wide in scope or in content: a comprehensive knowl- 
edge of physics. See -PREHEND-. 

compress (v. kam pres’; n. kom/pres) /v. kem pres; 
n. 'kompres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to press or squeeze to- 
gether; force into less space: The fuel mixture is com- 
pressed in the chamber by the piston. 2. to condense, 
shorten, or abbreviate: She compressed a one-hour lec- 
ture into a twenty-minute talk. —n. [count] 3. a soft pad 
held on the body to provide pressure or to supply mois- 
ture, cold, heat, or medication. —com-press-ivbil-i-ty 
(kam pres/a bii tē) /kom,presa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount) 
—com-press/i-ble, adj. See -PRESS-. 

compression (kam presh’en) /kam'prefan/ n. [non- 
count] the act of compressing or the state of being com- 
pressed. See -PRESS-. 

com-pres-sor (kam pres/ar) /kam'presar/ n. [count] a 
person or thing that compresses, esp. a pump for in- 
creasing pressure of gases. 

comeprise (kam priz’) /kam'prayz/ v. [~ + obj; not: be 

~ing], -prised, -prissing. 1. to include or contain: 

The Soviet Union comprised several republics. 2. to con- 
sist of; be composed of: The advisory board comprises 
six members. 3. to form or constitute: Se:ninars and lec- 
tures comprised the days activities. —-Idiom. 4. be 
comprised of, [be + ~-ed + of + obj] to consist of; be 
composed of: The United States is comprised of fifty 
states. —comepris/al, n. Lnoncount) See -prRis-. 

com-pro-mise (kom/pra miz’) /‘kompra,mayz/ n., v., 
-mised, -mis-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the settlement of 
differences between two parties in which both sides give 
up something. 2. [count] the result of such a settlement. 
3. [count] something intermediate or midway between 
two different things. —v. 4. [no obj] to make a compro- 
mise or compromises: Both sides managed to compro- 
mise in order to settle the strike. 5. [~ + obj] to expose 
to danger, suspicion, scandal, etc.; jeopardize: Faulty 
building construction compromises our safety. 6. to ad- 
just or surrender (one’s principles) dishonorably: [no obj; 
(~ + with + obj)): How could he comprornise with his 
principles like that? [~ + obj]: compromised his beliefs 
when he failed to support her. —com/pro-mis/er, n. 
[count] —com/pro-mis/ing, adj.: a compromising Situa- 
tion. —com/pro-mis/ing-ly, adv. See -mis-. 

comp-:trol-ler (kan tro/lar) /kan'trowlar/ m. CONTROLLER 
(def. 1). —comp-trol/ler-ship’, n. [noncount) 

com-pul-sion (kəm pul’shan) /kam'palfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act of compelling or the state of being com- 
pelled. 2. [count] a strong, irresistible impulse to per- 
form an act, esp. one that is irrational or contrary to 
one’s will. See -PuLs-. 

com-pul-sive (kam pul/siv) /kam'palsiv/ adj. 1. result- 
ing from or caused by a compulsion: compulsive overeat- 
ing. 2. not able to be resisted; having the power to com- 
pel: Cartoons are almost compulsive TV shows to young 
children. —com-pul/siveely, adv.: gambled compul- 
sively. 

com-pulesorry (kam pul/sa rē) /kam'palsariy/ adj., n., 
pl. -ries. —adj. 1. put into force by law or rules; obliga- 
tory: compulsory routines in the ice-skating competition. 
2. using compulsion; compelling; forceful: compulsory 
measures to control rioting. —n. [count] 3. something 
that must be done as part of a contest: /n the compulso- 
ries she scored the highest of all the ice skaters. —come 
pul/sorriely, adv. —com-pul’so-rieness, n. (noncount] 
See -PULS-. 

com-punc-tion (kam pungk/shan) /kam'pankfon/ n. 
[usually with negative words] a feeling of uneasiness for 
doing wrong; remorse: [noncount]: The victim felt no 
compunction in shooting the teens who had attacked 
him. [count]: The student had no compunctions about 
cheating. See -PUNCT-. 

com-puctastion (kom/py6é ta’shan) /,kompyu'teyfan/ n. 
1. [nonconnt) the act of computing or calculating: How 
fast does the computer do computation? 2. [count] the 
result of computing: My computations show that we 
made a profit. —com/purta/tioneal, adj. See -PUTE-. 

com-pute (kam pyoot’) /kom'pyuwt/ v., -put-ed, -put- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj] to determine by calculation or by using 
a computer; calculate: Compute the distance from the 
earth to the moon. 2. [no obj} to use a computer: He 
had been computing since 1978. —com-put-a-bil-i-ty 
(kam pyoo’ta bili tē) /kom,pyuwta'bilitiy/ n. [noricount] 
—com-put/a-ble, adj. —com-put/ing, n. [noncount] 
—com-putist (kəm pydd/tist, Kom/pydo-) /kam'pyuw- 
tst, ‘kompyu-/ n. [count] See -pute-. —Related 
Words. compute is a verb, COMPUTER is a noun, COMPUTA- 
TIONAL is an adjective: Compute your average from the 
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grades you have. The computer works too slowly. There 
were some difficult computational steps to follow in the 
experiment. 

com-put-er (kam pyoo/tar) /kam'pyuwtor/ n. an elec- 
tronic device designed for performing operations on data 
at high speed: (count): Cornputers keep corning down in 
price. [noncount; by + ~: | did the entire project by 
computer. See illustration at office. See -PUTE-. 

com-put-er-ize (kam pydo/ta riz’) /kom'pyuwta,rayz/ v., 
-ized, -iz-ing. 1. (~ + obj] to control, process, or store 
(data) by a computer: They computerized their Christmas 
mailing list. 2. to equip (a business, etc.) with comput- 
ers: [~ + obj]: to computerize a business. (no obj): | 
wonder when our company will computerize? —coms 


Put-er-izea-ble (kam pyodo/ta ri/za_ bal) /kom- 
pyuwto'rayzobol/ adj. ~—com-put-er-i-za-tion (kam- 
pyoo’/ter ə za’shan) /kam,pyuwtoro'zeyfan/ n. [non- 


count] —com-put/er-ized, adj.: Our writing center is 
fully computerized now. 

comput/erized ax/ial to-mog/ra-phy (ta mog/ra- 
f€) /ta'mografiy/ n. [noncount} the process of producing 
a CAT scan. Compare CAT scanner. 

comput/er vi/rus, n. virus (def. 4). 

Comr., an abbreviation of: Commissioner. 

com-rade (kom/rad, -rad) /‘komrad, -rəd/ n. 1. [count] 
a person who shares in one’s activities, etc.; companion; 
friend. 2. a fellow member of a group, political party, 
etc., esp. of a Communist party: (count): meeting with 
their comrades and plotting revolution. (before a narne}: 
Comrade Dolgikh will speak first. —com/radecly, adv. 
—com/rade-ship’, n. [noncount] 

con’ (kon) /kon/ adj. 1. against (a proposition, etc.): pro 
and con argurnents. —adv. 2. against: They argued pro 
and con all night. —n. (count) 3. the argument, position, 
Or person arguing against something: The cons have it, 
20 to 15. Compare PRo'. 

con? (kon) /kon/ adj., v., conned, con-ning, n. —adj. 1. 
involving dishonesty and trickery; deceitful: swindled by a 
con artist. —v. 2. to swindle; trick: [~ + obj + out of + 
obj): The crooks conned her out of her life savings. (~ + 
obj): She was conned quite smoothly. 3. to persuade by 
deception, threats, exaggeration, etc.: [~ + obj]: He 
conned her with a scary story about witches. [~ + obj + 
into + obj): conned me into going out with her. —n. 
[count] 4. a swindle: one of the oldest cons in the book. 
5. a lie, exaggeration, or self-serving talk. 

con? (kon) /kon/ n. (count) Informal. a convict. 

con-, prefix. con- is a variant spelling of com-. It comes 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “together, with.” 
This meaning is found in such words as: CONDONE, CON- 
NECTION, CONVENE. 

conc., an abbreviation of: 1. concentrate. 2. concen- 
trated. 3. concentration. 4. concerning. 5. concrete. 

con-cat-e-nate (kon kat/n at’, kan-) /kon'ketn,cyt, 
kon-/ v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing, adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to link 
together as in a series or chain: /ndividuat sounds are 
concatenated quickly in normal speech. —adj. 2. linked 
together. —con-cat-e-na-tion (kon kat/n ā/shən, kan-) 
/kon,ketn'eyfan, kon-/ n. [count] 

con-cave (kon kav’, kon/kav) /kon'keyv, 'konkeyv/ adj. 
curved inward like the inside of a sphere: a concave lens. 
Compare convex. —con-cave/ly, adv. —con-cave/- 
ness, n. —con-cav-i-ty (kon kav/i tē) /kon'keevitiy/ n. 
(noncount; count), pl. -ties. 

con-ceal (kan sēl/) /kan'siyl/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to hide: 
cover Or keep from sight: A high wall concealed the 
house. 2. to keep secret; avoid disclosing: to conceal 
one’s true motives. —con-ceal’a-ble, adj. —con- 
ceal/er, n. [count] —con-ceal/ment, n. [noncount) 

con-cede (kən séd/) /kon'siyd/ v., -ced-ed, -ced-ing. 1. 
[~ + (that) clause] to acknowledge as true, just, or 
proper; admit: He finally conceded (that) she was right. 
2. to acknowledge (an opponent’s score, etc.) before it is 
officially established: [~ + obj]: to concede an election. 
[no obj): When does the candidate intend to concede? 3. 
to give or grant as a right or privilege; yield: (~ + obj + 
obj): conceded the rebels the disputed territory. [~ + 
obj + to + obj): conceded the territory to the rebels. 
—con-ced/er, n. [count] See -cede-. 

con-ceit (ken sét’) /kon'siyt/ n. (noncourit] an overly fa- 
vorable opinion of one’s own ability, importance, etc.; 
vanity: conceit about her good looks. 

con-ceit-ed (kan sé/tid) /kan'siytid/ adj. of, relating to, 
or showing conceit. 

con-ceive (kan sév/) /kan'siyv/ v., -ceived, -ceiv-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj) to form (a notion, etc.) in the mind; devise: He 
conceived the project while on vacation. 2. [~ + of + 


computer to concern 


obj) to form an idea; think; envision; imagine: couldn't 
conceive of living without a television. 3. (~ + that 
clause] to hold as an opinion; think; believe: / can't con- 
ceive that it would be of any use. 4. [~ (+ of) + obj + 
as + obj) to form a notion of (something) as (something 
else); consider; see: We can conceive (of) the third di- 
mension as a right angle to a flat two-dirnensional sur- 
face. 5. to become pregnant (with): [no obj): After three 
years of treatment with fertility drugs she finally con- 
ceived. [~ + obj]: The child was conceived during their 
Stay in Africa. —con-ceiv/er, 11. (courit] See -cEIve-. 

con-cen-trate (kon’sen rat’) /'konsan,treyt/ v., 
-trat-ed, -trat-ing, n. —v. 1. to direct (one’s attention or 
efforts) to a point of focus: [no Obj; sornetimes: ~ + on 
+ obj): | couldn't concentrate because the girls were 
fighting again. | couldn't concentrate on my work. [~ + 
obj (+ on + obj): He concentrated his attention (on the 
problem of domestic violence). 2. (no obj] to come to or 
toward a point, place, group, etc.: The population tended 
fo concentrate in the cities. 3. [~ + obj] to put or bring 
into a common center or single point, place, group, etc.: 
population concentrated in the industrial cities. 4. to 
(cause to) become more intense, as by removing or re- 
ducing the amount of liquid: [no obj): The gravy thick- 
ened and concentrated in the microwave. [~ + obj): 
Concentrate the gravy by boiling it. —n. [count] 5. a con- 
centrated form of something; product of concentration: 
Mix water with the juice concentrate. 

con-cen-tra-ted (kon/san tra/tad) /‘konson,treytad/ adj. 
1. made thicker or more intense, as by reducing the 
amount of liquid: Mix three cans of water with the con- 
centrated orange juice. 2. focused; intense: a concen- 
trated barrage on the command headquarters. 

con-cen-tra-tion (kon/san tra/shan) /,konsan'treyfon/ 
n. 1. ([noncount] the directing of one’s efforts to one 
point: will need all her concentration to perform a triple 
toe jump. 2. the bringing to a single point: [noncount): 
The party worked for the concentration of power in the 
hands of the few. [count]: large concentrations of immi- 
grants. 

concentra/tion camp’, n. [count] a guarded com- 
pound for the confinement of political prisoners, minori- 
ties, etc. 

con-censtric (kan sen/trik) /kon'sentrik/ adj. (esp. of 
circles or spheres) having a common center. —con- 
cen/’tri-cal-ly, adv. —con-cen-tric-i-ty (kon/san tris/i- 
tē) /,konsan'trisitiy/ n. (noncount) 

con-cept (kon/sept) /'konsept/ n. [count] a general no- 
tion or idea; conception: no concept of right or wrong. 
See -CEP-. 

con-cep-tion (ken sep’shan) /kan'sepfan/ nm. 1. [non- 
count) fertilization; the process in which there is union of 
sperm and egg. 2. [count] a notion; general idea; con- 
cept: had no conception of the forces that would be used 
against him. 3. [noncount] the act or power of forming 
notions, ideas, or concepts in the mind: The conception 
of the plan was fine; it was the implementation that never 
worked. —con-cep/tion-al, adj. —con-cep-tive (kan- 
sep/tiv) /kan'septiv/ adj. See -cep-. 

con-cep-tueal (kan sep/choo al) /kan'septfuwal/ adj. [(n- 
Sually: before a nour] of or relating to concepts formed 
in the mind: the conceptual skills of children. —con- 
cep/tural-ly, adv. 

con-cep-tural-ize (kan sep/choo ə liz’) /kon'sept- 
Juwoa,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to form into a 
concept; make a concept of: He tried to conceptualize 
the book as a tnovie. —con-cep-tucalei-za-tion (kan- 
sep/choo ə la zā/shən) /kan,septfuwala'zeyfan/ n. Inon- 
count] 

con-cern (kən surn/) /kon'sarn/ v. [~ + obj) 1. [not: be 

~ing) to be of interest or importance to; affect; in- 

volve: Drug abuse concerns us all. 2. [not: be + ~-ing] 
to relate to; be connected with; be about: This next epi- 
sode concerns our hero trying to rescue the heroine. 3. 
[~ + oneself + with + obj] to interest or engage: He 
concerned himself with every aspect of the business. 4. 
[~ + obj] to trouble, worry, or make unhappy; disturb: 
Your headaches concern me. —n. 5. (noncount] some- 
thing that relates to a person; one’s business or affair; 
something important to a person: That problern is of no 
concern to us. 6. (noncount) worry, solicitude, or anxiety: 
to show concern for the homeless. 7. (count) a commer- 
cial or manufacturing company; firm: business concerns 
in that region. See -cern-. —-Related Words. CONCERN 
is a noun and a verb, CONCERNED is an adjective, CONCERN- 
ING is a preposition: His low grades concern me. One of 
my concerns is his low grades. We are concerned par- 


concerned to concussion 


ents. Concerning the payments, how should we arrange 
them? 

con-cerned (kan surnd’) /kon's3rnd/ adj. 1. interested 
or affected: concerned citizens. 2. troubled or anxious: a 
concerned look on her face. 3. (often: after a noun; 
sometimes: be + ~) having a connection or involve- 
ment; participating: AH persons concerned will meet in 
the dean's office. —con-cern-edely (kan sûr/nid lē) 
/kon'sarnrdliy/ adv. —con-cern/ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

con-cern-ing (kan stir/ning) /kon's3rnin/ prep. relating 
to; regarding; about: a dispute concerning health bene- 
fits. 

con-cert (kon/surt) /‘konsart/ n. [count] 1. a public per- 
formance of music or dancing. —Idiom. 2. in concert, 
[noncount] together; jointly: to act in concert. See -CERT-. 

con-certeed (kon str/tid) /kon'sartid/ adj. [before a 
noun] 1. determined; serious; sincere: made a concerted 
effort to get there on tirne. 2. performed, devised, or de- 
signed in cooperation: a concerted attack on the bridges. 
—con-cert/ed-ly, adv. —con-cert/ed-ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

con-certiena (kon/sar té/na) /,konsor'tiynd/ n., pi. -nas, 
v., -naed (-nəd) /-nad/ -naing (-na ing) /-noinp/. —n. 
[count] 1. a musical instrument resembling an accordion. 
—r. [no obj] 2. to fold or collapse in the manner of a 
concertina: The front and back of the car concertinaed in 
the crash. —con/cer-ti/nist, 1. (count) 
con-cert-mas-ter (kon/sart mas/’ter) /‘konsort mestor/ 
nu. [count] the principal first violinist in a symphony or- 
chestra. 

con-cer-to (kən cher/td) /kon'tfertow/ n. [count], pl. 
-tos, -ti (-te) /-tiy/, a musical composition for one or 
more instruments and orchestra. 

con-ces-sion (kan sesh’an) /kon'sefan/ n. [count] 1. a. 
the act of conceding something, such as a point in an ar- 
gument. b. the point conceded: They made a few con- 
cessions to the protesters. 2. something given by a con- 
trolling authority, such as a grant of land or a privilege: 
overseas trade concessions. 3. a space given for a busi- 
ness or service to use: the refreshinent concession at a 
theater. —con-ces/sioneal, adj. 

con-ces-sioneaire (kan sesh’a nar’) /kon,sefa'neor/ 
also con-ces-sion-er (kan sesh’a nar) /kon'sefanoar/ n. 
[count] the owner, operator, or holder of a concession. 
conch (kongk, konch) /kopk, kontf/ n. [count], pi. 
conchs (kongks) /knpks/ con-ches (kon/chiz) /‘kontfiz/. 
1. a marine shellfish having a thick pointed spiral shell 
with a wide outer lip. 2. the shell of a conch. 
con-cierge (kon/sé arzh/) /,konsiy'ear3/ n. [count], pi. 
-cierges (-sé ar/zhiz, -sē arzh/) /-siy'eor3iz, -siy'eor3/. 1. 
(esp. in France) a person who has charge of the entrance 
of a building. 2. a member of a hotel staff in charge of 
special services for quests. 

con:cileieate (kən sie at’) /kon'srliy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to overcome the distrust or hostility of; 
placate; win the goodwill of: tried to coricitiate the angry 
union members. —con-cil/i-at/ing, adj. —con-cil/i-at’- 


ingly, adv. —con-cileiea-tion (kən sil’é a’shan) 
/kon,siliy'eyfon/ n. [noncount] —con-cil/iea/tor, n. 
[count] 


con-cilei:astorry (kən sil”¥é ə  tôr/ē,  -tōr/ē) 
/kan'sitiya,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. of, relating to, or showing 
conciliation; peacemaking: conciliatory union negotiators. 
concise (kon sis’) /kon'says/ adj. expressing much in 
few words; succinct. —con-cise/ly, adv.: wrote clearly 
and concisely about the problemi. —con-cise/ness, n. 
{roncount) See -cise-. —Symn. CONCISE, SUCCINCT, TERSE 
refer to speech or writing that uses few words to say 
much. concise implies that unnecessary details have 
been cut out: a concise summary of the ambassador's 
speech. succinct suggests clear expression as well as 
shortness: was praised for her succinct statement of the 
problem. terse suggests brevity combined with wit or 
polish, but it may also suggest impoliteness or brusque- 
ness: a terse prose style; offended by his terse reply. 
con-clave (kon/klav, kong/-) /'konkleyv, ‘kop-/ n. 
[count] 1. a private or secret meeting, esp. one that has 
special authority or influence. 2. the assembly or meet- 
ing of the cardinals for the election of a pope. 
con-clude (kan klood/) /kan'kluwd/ v., -clud-ed, -clud- 
ing. 1. to (cause to) come to an end; finish: [~ + obj): 
concluded the service with a prayer. [no obj): The party 
conchided at ten o'clock. 2. to say in conclusion: [used 
witht quotations]: “And so, my fellow Americans...” he 
conchided. [no obj): concluded with a joke. 3. [~ + obj] 
to bring to a decision; settle: to conchide a treaty. 4. to 
determine by reasoning; infer: [~ + that clause]: By your 
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smile ł conclude that the news is good. [~ + obj + from 
+ obj): What can you conclude from your data? 

con-cluesion (ken kld0/zhan) /kan'kluw3on/ n. [count] 
1. the end or close; final part: The conclusion of his es- 
say contained a summary of the main points. 2. a belief 
or opinion resulting from deduction or inference: The 
conclusion follows simply enough from the arguments. 
3. a final decision or judgment: /t is the conclusion of 
this committee that the employee did in fact steal 
money. 4. a settlement or arrangement: worked hard for 
the conclusion of a new contract. —-Idiom. 5. in con- 
clusion, [noncount] lastly; to conclude: The essay’s last 
paragraph began “in conclusion...” 6. jump to conclu- 
sions, to arrive at or form a judgment too quickly. 

con-cluesive (kon klod/siv) /kon'kluwsrv/ adj. serving to 
settle a question; decisive: The conclusive evidence was 
his fingerprint on the gun. —con-clu/sivesly, adv.: The 
prosecutor proved her point conclusively. —con-clu/- 
sive-ness, n. [noricount] 

con-coct (kən kokt’) /kan'knkt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to pre- 
pare by combining ingredients: to concoct a meal from 
leftovers. 2. to make up; invent: fo concoct an excuse. 
—con-coct/er, con-coc/tor, n. [count] —con-coc-tion 
(kon kok/shan) /kan'knkfan/ n. [count]: made up some 
weird concoction for me to drink. 

con-com:i-tant (kon kom/i tant, kan-) /kon'komrtont, 
kan-/ adj. existing or occurring together with something 
else; additional: an event and its concomitant 
circumstances. —con-com/i-tant-ly, adv. 

con-cord (kon’kérd, kong/-) /‘konkord, 'kog-/ n. [non- 
count] 1. (often: in + ~] agreement or harmony be- 
tween persons, groups, etc.: Canada and the United 
States have tived in concord for many years. 2. AGREE- 
MENT (def. 4): concord between subject and verb. See 
-CORD-. 

con-cord-ance (kən kôr/dns) /kon'kordns/ n. 1. [non- 
count; often: in + ~] agreement; concord; harmony: a 
strike not in concordance with the desires of the mem- 
bership. 2. [count] an alphabetical index of the principal 
words of a book, with a reference to the passage in 
which each occurs. See -CORD-. 

con-course (kon/kors, -kors, kong’-) /‘konkors, -kowrs, 
'kon-/ n. [count] 1. an assemblage; gathering: a con- 
course of people. 2. a boulevard or other broad thor- 
oughfare. 3. a large open space for accommodating 
crowds, as at an airport: Go to the lower concourse for 
Gate 65. See -cour-. 

con-crete (kon/’krét, kong/-, kon kret’, kong-), adj. 1. 
(often: before a noun] being a real or actual thing; solid; 
substantial: concrete proof. 2. (often: before a noun] re- 
lating to or concerned with real instances rather than ab- 
stractions; specific: some concrete proposals. 3. referring 
to a real thing, as opposed to an abstract quality: The 
words “cat” “water,” and “teacher” refer to concrete 
things, whereas the words “truth,” “excellence,” and ‘a- 
dulthood" refer to abstract things. 4. (often: before a 
noun] made of concrete: concrete blocks. —n. [non- 
count] 5. an artificial, stonelike building material made by 
mixing cement and sand with water and allowing the 
mixture to harden. —conecrete/ly, adv. —con-crete/- 
ness, n. [roncount) 

con-curbine (kong’kya bin’, kon/-) /'kogkyo,bayn, 
'kpn-/ n. [count] 1. a woman who cohabits with a man 
to whom she is not legally married. 2. (among peoples 
who allow more than one wife) a secondary wife, usually 
of inferior rank. 

con-cur (kan kur’) /kon'k3r/ v., -curred, -cur-ring. 1. to 
agree in opinion: [~ + with + obj]: Do you concur with 
that statement? [~ + that clause]: The soldiers con- 
curred that the casualties had been light. 2. [no obj] to 
cooperate; work or act together: Both parties concurred 
in urging settlement of the dispute. 3. [no obj) to coin- 
cide; occur at the same time. See -cur-. 

con-cur-rence (kən kûr/əns, -kur/-) /kan’k3rons, -'kar-/ 
nu. (uoncount] 1. agreement; mutual consent: When the 
two parties reach concurrence they will sign a contract. 
2. the fact of events occurring at the same time: The 
concurrence of the two events made for an exciting time. 
See -CurR-. 

con-cur-rent (ken kûr/ənt, -kur/-) /Kon'k3ront, -'kar-/ 
adj. 1. occurring or existing at the same time or at the 
same place: serving two concurrent prison sentences. 2. 
acting in conjunction; cooperating: the concurrent efforts 
of medical researchers. —con-cur/rentely, adv. See 
-CUR-. 

con-cus-sion (ken kush’an) /kon'kafon/ n. [count] 1. 
injury to the brain due to a blow or a fall: He suffered a 
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mild concussion in the football game. 2. the act or action 
of violently shaking or jarring: concussions from the huge 
mortar shells. —con-cus-sive (kan kus/iv) /kon'kasiv/ 
adj. 

con-demn (kan dem?) /kən'dem/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to ex- 
press an unfavorable judgment or opinion of; declare as 
unacceptable: condemned the invasion but took no ac- 
tion. 2. to sentence to punishment, esp. a severe punish- 
ment: [~ + obj + to + obj): to condemn a murderer to 
death. [~ + obj + to + verb]: She was condemned to 
die. 3. [~ + obj + to + obj] to force into a specified, 
usually unhappy state: His lack of education may con- 
demn him to a life of poverty. 4. to give grounds for con- 
victing: His acts condemn him. 5. to judge or declare (a 
property, etc.) to be unfit for use or service: The inspec- 
tors finally condemned that old building. —con-dem-na- 
tion (kon’/dem na/shen) /,kondem'neyfan/ n. [non- 
count): Condemnation of the invasion came swiftly. 
[count]: His condemnations of the terrorists were insin- 
cere. —con-demena-to-ry (kan dem/na tor/é, -tdr/é) 
/kan'demno,toriy, - towriy/ adj.: a condemnatory 
speech. —con-demnm-er (kan dem/ar) /kən'demər/ con. 
dem-nor (kan dem/ar, -dem nôr/) /kən'demər, -dem'nor/ 
n. [count] 

con-den-sa-tion (kən dan sā/shən) /kəndən'seyfən/ n. 
1. [noncount] drops of liquid formed by condensing. 2. 
the act or state of condensing or shortening: [noncount]: 
The lengthy essay was reduced by condensation to just a 
few pages. [count]: The book is a condensation of five 
volumes. 

con-dense (kan dens’) /kon'dens/ v., -densed, -dens- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj] to make more dense or compact; re- 
duce (a speech, etc.) to a shorter form: She condensed 
the half-hour speech to a five-minute version. 2. to 
(cause to) change to a denser form, as by cooling: [no 
obj): The water vapor condensed into droptets. (~ + 
obj): The cold condensed the water vapor into droplets 
on the glass. 

condensed’ milk’, n. [noncouut] whole milk made 
very thick by removing some water from it, with sugar 
added. 

con-dens-er (kan den/sar) /kan'densar/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that condenses. 2. an apparatus for con- 
densing, esp. for reducing gases to liquid. 

con-de-scend (kon/da send’) /,konda'send/ v. 1. to be- 
have as if descending from a superior position to a lower 
position: [no obj]: He wouldn't condescend, even though 
he clearly was my superior. [~ + to + verb]: The boss 
wilt condescend to see you now. 2. [~ + to + verb] to 
put aside one’s dignity or higher rank voluntarily and take 
on equality with an inferior: The royal party lias gra- 
ciously condescended to appear at the charity ball. 
—con-des-cend/ing, adj. —con-des-cen-sion (kon/da- 
sen/shan) /,kondo'senfon/ n. [noncount]: Lady Alice dealt 
with us without a hint of condescension. See -ScEND-. 

con-diement (kon’/da meant) /‘kondomont/ n. [count] 
something used to flavor food, such as Salt or spices. 

con-di-tion (kan dish’an) /kon'difon/ nm. 1. [count] a 
particular way of being; particular state of existing: Your 
car is in poor condition. 2. [noncount] state of health: He 
is in no condition to run in the marathon. 3. [count] an 
abnormal or diseased State of the body: suffered from a 
hereditary heart condition. 4. [count] social position: A 
person of your condition can't expect to marry a member 
of the nobility. 5. [count] Usually, conditions. [plurar] ex- 
isting circumstances: poor living conditions. 6. [count] a 
circumstance that restricts or limits: A tornado can hap- 
pen only under certain conditions. 7. (count; often: on ( 
+ modifier) + ~] something demanded as a necessary 
or essential part of an agreement; stipulation: lH go on 
the condition that you'tt come too. The conditions and 
terms of this contract are confusing. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
put in a healthy, fit, or proper state; prepare, such as by 
training: Constant exercise conditioned hint for the race. 
9. [~ + oneself) to accustom (oneself) to something: He 
had conditioned himself to the cold. 10. [~ + obj + to 
+ verb] to influence the opinions or actions of (another): 
The hypnotist had conditioned him to twitch his hand 
whenever he had feelings of inadequacy. 11. to apply a 
conditioner to: to condition one’s hair. 

con-di-tion-al (kən dish’a nl) /kan'difonl/ adj. 1. de- 
pending on a condition; not absolute: They agreed to a 
conditional and temporary truce. [be + ~ + on + obj): 
His acceptance was conditionat on a number Of factors. 
2. (of a sentence, clause, mood, or word) involving or ex- 
pressing a condition, as the first clause in the sentence /f 
you provide me with a lawyer, l'H sign the contract. 
—con-di/tion-al-ly, adv. 


condemn to confab 


con-di-tioned (kan dish’and) /kan'‘difond/ adj. 1. exist- 
ing under or subject to conditions. 2. predictable or con- 
sistent in behavior or thought, due to being subjected to 
certain circumstances or conditions: a conditioned re- 
sponse. 3. learned or acquired through conditioning: 
conditioned behavior patterns. 

con-di-tion-er (kan dish’an ər) /kən'dıfənər/ n. a thick 
liquid applied to the hair to make it easier to comb, etc.: 
(noncount]. Apply conditioner after shampooing. [count]: 
conditioners for every type of hair. 

con-do (kon/d6) /‘kondow/ n., pl. -dos. CONDOMINIUM. 

con-dole (kan dol’) /kan'dowl/ v. [~ + with + obj], 
-doled, -dol-ing. to express sympathy with a person suf- 
fering sorrow, misfortune, or grief: / condoled with her 
after she lost the race. —con-dol/ing-ly, adv, 

con-dol-ence (kan dōləns) /kon'dowlons/ n. 1. [non- 
count] sympathy or sorrow: / sent her an expression of 
condolence over the toss of her mother. 2. [count; usu- 
ally plural] an expression of sympathy or sorrow: We sent 
our condolences to our teacher on the death of her 
mother. 

con-dom (kon/dam) /‘kondam/ n. [count] a thin sheath, 
worn over the penis during intercourse to prevent con- 
ception or disease. 

con-do-min-ieum (kon/da min’é am) /,kondo'miniyom/ 
n. [count] 1. an apartment house or other complex in 
which the units are individually owned, with each owner 
receiving a deed to the unit purchased, including the 
right to sell or mortgage that unit, and sharing in joint 
ownership of any common grounds, passageways, etc. 2. 
a unit in such a building: They had a one-bedroom con- 
dominium in Florida. 

con-done (kan dōn/) /kan'down/ v. [~ + obj], -doned, 
-don-ing. to disregard, overlook, or approve of (some- 
thing unacceptable, illegal, etc.): We cant condone our 
children’s violent acts. 

con-dor (kon/dor) /‘knndor/ n. [count] a large vulture of 
North and South America. 

con-duc-ive (kan ddd/siv, -dyd’-) /kon'duwsiv, -'dyuw-/ 
adj. [be + ~ + to + obj/verb-ing] leading, causing, or 
contributing to a result: Exercise is conducive to good 
health. See -puc-. 

con-duct (n. kon/dukt; v. kan dukt/) /n. 'kpndakt; v. 
kən!dakt/ n. [noncount] 1. personal behavior; deport- 
ment: immature conduct during class. 2. the way some- 
thing is Organized or carried out; management: the con- 
duct Of a business. 3. the act of leading; guidance; 
escort: promised him safe conduct out of the country. 
—v. 4. [~ + oneself] to behave or manage (oneself): 
conducted themselves welt at the ceremonies. 5. [~ + 
obj) to direct in action or course; manage; carry on: con- 
ducted the family business. 6. to direct (an orchestra, 
etc.) as leader: [uo Obj): A famous maestro is conducting 
in tonight's concert. [~ + obj]: conducted the school or- 
chestra for years. 7. [~ + obj] to lead or guide; escort: 
to conduct a tour, 8. [~ + obj] to serve as a channel for 
(heat, etc.); allow to pass through: Copper conducts elec- 
tricity. —con-duct-i-bil-i-ty (kan duk/ta bili tē) /kon,dak- 


ta'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —con-duct/i-ble, adj. See 
-DUC-. 
con-duc-tion (kan duk/shan) /kan'dakfan/ n. [non- 


count] the ability of a substance to allow energy to pass 
through it. —con-duc-tive (kan duktiv) /kan'daktiv/ adj. 
See -DUC-. 

con-duc-tor (kan duk/tar) /kan'daktar/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who conducts; director or manager: a tour cor- 
ductor, 2. an employee on a bus, train, or other public 
transportation who is in charge of its movement and its 
passengers. See illustration at TERMINAL. 3. a person who 
directs an orchestra, band, or chorus. 4. a substance 
that readily conducts heat, etc.: a good conductor of 
electricity. 

con-duit (kon/dwit, -doo it, -dyoo it) /‘knndwit, -duwit, 
-dyuwit/ n. [count] 1. a channel for carrying water. 2. a 
channel through which anything is carried: a conduit for 
information, 

cone (kon) /kown/ n. [count] 1. a solid in which the bot- 
tom or base is a circle and the sides are smooth, curved 
lines narrowing to a point at the top. 2. anything shaped 
like a cone: the cone of a volcano. 3. the seed-bearing 
Structure of certain trees, such as the pine. 

co-ney (kō/nē, kun/é) /'kowniy, ‘kaniy/ n., ph -neys. 
CONY. 

con-fab (n. kon/fab; v. kan fab’, kon/fab) /n.|kpnfæb; v. 
ken'feb, 'Konfieb/ m., v, -fabbed, -fab-bing. Informal. 
—n. [count] 1. a confabulation. —v. [mo obj] 2. to con- 
fabulate; chat. 


confabulate to confirmed 


con-fab-u-late (kən fab/ya lat’) /kan'fabya,leyt/ v. [no 
obj}, -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to have an informal or private con- 
versation. —con-fab-u-la-tion (ken fab/yə lā/shən) 
Ikan, fæbyo'leyfən/ n. [count] 

con-fec-tion (kən fek/shən) /kən'fekfən/ n. 1. [count] a 
sweet preparation, as a candy. 2. [uoncount] the process 
of confecting something. 3. [count] something made up 
or confected; concoction. 4. [count] something, as a gar- 
ment, that is very delicate or elaborate. 

con-fec-tion-er (kon fek/sha ner) /kon'fekfonar/ n. 
[count] a person who makes or sells candies. 

con-fec-tion-er-y (kan fek’sha ner/é) /kan'fekJa,neriy/ 
n., pl. -ersies. l. [nmoncount] confections or candies 
thought of as a group. 2. [noncount] the work or busi- 
ness of a confectioner. 3. [count] a confectioner’s shop. 

confed., an abbreviation of: 1. confederate. 2. confed- 
eration. 

con-fed-er-ascy (kən fed’er ə sé) /kan'fedorasiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -cies. 1. an alliance between persons, states, 
etc., to achieve some purpose. 2. the Confederacy, 
[noncount] CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. See -FED-. 

con-fed-er-ate (adj., n. kan fed/ar it; v. kən fed7a rat’) 
ladj, n. kenlfedarit; v. ken'feda\reyl adj, N, V., 
-at-ed, -at-ing. —adj. (usually: before a noun) 1. united 
in an alliance or conspiracy. 2. [Confederate] of or relat- 
ing to the Confederate States of America. —n. [count] 3. 
a person, nation, etc., united with others in a confeder- 
acy; an ally. 4. someone working with another in an ille- 
gal or criminal act; an accomplice. 5. [Confederate] a 
supporter of the Confederate States of America. —v. 6. 
to unite in a league, alliance, or conspiracy: [no obj): If 
those independent states manage to confederate, their 
combined power could be a threat to us. [~ + obj): He 
tried to confederate the various states into one power. 
See -FED-. 

Confed’erate States’ of Amer/ica, n. [proper 
noun; the + ~) the group of 11 Southern states that 
withdrew from the federal Union of the U.S. in 1860-61. 

con-fed-er-a-tion (kən fed’a ra/shan) /kan,feda'reyJan/ 
n. [count] 1. a league or alliance, esp. of states united 
for common purposes: The prime minister tried to pull 
those states into a confederation after the collapse of the 
central government. 2. the Confederation, the union of 
the 13 original U.S. states under the Articles of Confeder- 
ation 1781-89. —con-fed/er-a/tion-ism, n. (roncount) 
—con-fed/er-a/tion-ist, n. [count] See -FED-. 

con-fer (kən fir’) /kon'far/ v., -ferred, -fer-ring. 1. [no 
obj; sometimes: ~ + on + obj] to discuss something to- 
gether; compare ideas or opinions: We conferred fora 
moment and returned to the discussion. 2. [~ + obj + 
on + obj] to give as a gift, honor, etc., to someone: fo 
confer a degree on a graduate. —con-fer/ra-ble, adj. 
—con-fer/ral, con-fer/ment, n. (noncount] —con-fer’- 
rer, n. [count] See -Fer-. —Syn. See CONSULT. 

con-fer-ence (kon/fer ans) /‘konfarans/ n. [count] 1. a 
meeting for consultation or discussion: a conference be- 
tween a student and her adviser. 2. an association of 
athletic teams; league: the college football conferences. 
—Idiom. 3. in conference, [norcount] having a meet- 
ing: Tell them I'm in conference now and can't be dis- 
turbed. —con-fer-en-tial (kon/fa  ren/shal) /,kon- 
fa'renfal/ adj. See -FER-. 

con-fess (kən fes’) /kon'fes/ v. 1. to acknowledge or 
admit (a fault, etc.): [~ + obj]: coufessed his guilt to the 
police. [~ + to + obj): He confessed to the crime. [~ + 
(that) clause): confessed (that) he was the killer. 2. [~ + 
(that) Clause] to admit as true; concede: } must confess 
(that) | haven't read the book. 3. to declare or acknowl- 
edge (one’s sins), esp. to God or to a priest: [~ + obj): 
He confessed his sins to the priest. [no obj): He con- 
fessed every day. —con-fess/a-ble, adj. See -FESS-. 

con-fessed (kən fest’) /kan'fest/ adj. [before a noun] 
admitted openly or declared: a confessed rapist. —cons 
fes-sed-ly (kən fes/id lē) /kan'fesidliy/ adv.: was confess- 
edly the culprit. 

con-fes-sion (kən fesh’an) /kən'fefən/ n. 1. [noncount] 
an act of confessing: Confession is good for the soul. 2. 
[count] something confessed: the candidate's confessions 
of wrongdoing. 3. [count] a formal acknowledgment of 
guilt by a person accused of a crime: He signed his con- 
fession and they took him off to the cell. See -FEss-. 
con-fes-sion-al (kən fesh’sa nl) /kan'fefanl/ adj. 1. of or 
characteristic of confession, —n. [court] 2. a place for 
hearing confessions by a priest. See -FESS-. 
con-fes-sor (kan fes’ar) /kan'fesar/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who confesses. 2. a priest who is authorized by the 
church to hear confessions. 
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con-fet-ti (kan fet/é) /kon'fetiy/ n. [poncount] small bits 
of colored paper thrown or dropped from a height at fes- 
tive events. 

con-fiedant (kon/fi dant’, -dant’) /‘konfi,dant, -,dant/ n. 
[count] a person to whom another tells secrets: Her sec- 
retary was her only confidant. 

con-fide (kən fid’) /kon'fayd/ v., -fid-ed, -fid-ing. to tell 
(secrets) to another in trust: [~ + in + obj}: She 
wouldn't confide in me. [~ + obj]: She was afraid to 
confide her plans to me. [~ + that clause]. The para- 
trooper confided that he closed his eyes whenever he 
jumped out of planes. —con-fid/er, n. [count] See -FID-. 

con-fiedence (kon/fi dans) /'konfidans/ n. 1. [noncount] 
belief in the reliability of a person or thing; reliance: The 
bank manager had full confidence in his employees. 2. 
[noncount] belief in oneself and one’s powers or abilities: 
He would be a better speaker if he had more confidence. 
3. [noncount] a feeling of being certain; assurance: to 
speak with confidence of a fact. 4. [count] a piece of 
confidential communication: to exchange confidences. 
— Idiom. 5. in confidence, [noncount] as a secret or 
private matter: Fm telling you this in strictest confidence. 
See -FID-. 

con/fidence game’, n. [count] a swindle in which the 
swindler, after gaining the victim's confidence, robs the 
victim by cheating at a gambling game, or the like. Also 
called, Brit., con/fidence trick’. 

con-fiedent (kon/fi dent) /'kpnfidənt/ adj. 1. [be + J 
having full assurance; sure; certain: [be + ~ + of}: He 
was confident of success. [~ + (that) clause]: He was 
confident (that) they would succeed. 2. sure of oneself; 
self-confident: a confident performer. —con/fi-dent-ly, 
adv.: | confidently expected him to do the job. 
—Related Words. conFiDENT is an adjective, CONFIDENTLY 
is an adverb, CONFIDENCE is a noun: He was confident that 
he would get the job. He walked confidently into the 
room, prepared for the interview. He has a lot of confi- 
dence in his abilities. 

con-fieden-tial (kon/fi den’shal) /,konfi'denfol/ adj. 1. 
spoken, written, or acted on in secret: Your personal file 
is confidential. 2. indicating or showing private or secret 
matters: spoke in confidential tones. 3. [before a noun] 
entrusted with secrets or private affairs: He is my confi- 
dential secretary. —con-fi-den-ti-al-iety (kon/fi den’she- 
ali tē) /,konfi,denfiy'elitiy/ n. [(goncount): The confiden- 
tiality of the client will be respected. —con/fi-den/tially, 
adv. See -FID-. 

con-fid-ing (ken fid’ing) /kan'faydin/ adj. trusting: will- 
ing to trust someone else with private or personal 
matters: She became very confiding, and | found out the 
truth. 

con-fig-uera-tion (kən fig’ya rā/shən) /kən,fıgyə'rey fən/ 
n. [count] the arrangement of the parts or elements ofa 
thing. 

confine (v. kən fin’; n. kon/fin) /v. ken!fayn; n. 
ikonfayn/ v., -fined, -fin-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj (+ to + 
obj)] 1. to enclose within bounds; limit or restrict: con- 
fined himself to a few remarks. 2. to keep in; prevent 
from leaving because of imprisonment, illness, etc.: con- 
fined to a mental institution. —n. [count] 3. Usually, 
confines. [pluran a boundary or bound; limit; border: He 
stayed within the confines of the hotel. 4. Often, 
confines. [plural region; territory. See -Fin-. 

con-finesement (kan fin’mant) /kan'faynmant/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being confined: Hts con- 
finement after the heart attack didn't last long. 

confirm (kən fûrm/) /kon'farm/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to es- 
tablish the truth of (something); verify: The secretary 
would not confirm the reports. [~ + that clause]: con- 
firmed that my client was there at the time of the mur- 
der. 2. to acknowledge with assurance; make certain: 
The hotel promised to confirm my reservation. 3. to 
make valid by formal or legal act; ratify: /n the end she 
was confirmed by the Senate and appointed to the court. 
4. to administer the rite of confirmation to: He was con- 
firmed when he was thirteen. —con-firm/a-ble, adj. 
—con-firm-a-bil-iety (kən fûr/mə bili tē) /kən- 
farmoa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —con-firm/er, n. [count] 

con-firsma-tion (kon/fer mā/shən) /,konfor'meyJSon/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the act of confirming or the state of being 
confirmed: Confirmation of the bombing came as the TV 
news actually was showing it on the air. 2. a rite admin- 
istered to baptized persons in some Christian churches. 
3. a ceremony among some Jews in which a young per- 
son is formally admitted as an adult member of the Jew- 
ish community. —con/fir-ma/tion-al, adj. 

con-firmed (kən ftirmd’) /kon'farmd/ adj. [before a 
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noun) firmly established or settled in a habit or condi- 
tion; unlikely to change: a confirmed bachelor. 
con-fis-cate (kon/fa skat’) /‘konfa,skeyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to seize (something) by legal authority: 
f thought the soldiers would confiscate our camera, but 
they let us keep it. —con-fiseca-tion (kon/fa skā/shən) 
/konfa'skeyfan/ n. [noncount] —con/fis-ca/tor, n. 
[count] 

con-fla-gra-tion (kon/fla grā/shən) /,kpnflə'greyfən/ n. 
[connt] a destructive fire over a wide area: Firefighters 
responded to the conflagration in the factory district. 

conflict (v. kən flikt’; n. kon/flikt), v. 1. to disagree; be 
in opposition; clash: [no obj): Our views conflict. [~ + 
with + obj): My views on language learning conflict with 
yours. —n. 2. a fight, battle, or struggle: [noncount]: 

Armed conflict is not the only way to solve disputes. 
[count]: conflicts that lasted for months. 3. disagree- 
ment; quarrel; argument: [noncount; sometimes: in + 
~]: The department was in conflict over the hiring of full 
professors. [count]: A conflict arose when the department 
tried to hire a famous professor. —con-flict/ing, adj.: 
conflicting points of view. 

con/’flict of in’terest, n. [count], pl. conflicts of in- 
terest. the circumstance in which a public official, corpo- 
rate officer, etc., might benefit personally from his or her 
official actions or influence. 

con-flueence (kon/floo ans) /'konfluwans/ n. (count) 1. 
a. a flowing together of two or more streams. b. their 
place of joining: the confluence of the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi rivers. 2. a coming together of people or things. 
See -FLu-. 

con-form (kan form’) /kon'form/ v. 1. [~ + to + obj) 
to act in accordance or agreement; comply: to conform 
to rules. 2. [no obj) to act in accordance with the 
standards, etc., expected by a group: Yont have to con- 
form if you don't want to feel isolated from others. 3. {~ 
+ obj) to bring (something) into agreement or corre- 
spondence: The architect conformed the plans for the 
malt to the new specifications. —con-form/er, n. [count] 
See -FORM-. 

con-formeist (kən f6r/mist) /kon'formist/ n. [count] a 
person who conforms, esp. with the standards expected 
by society. 

con-formeiety (kan f6r/mi tē) /kon'formitiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. an act of conforming: Too much emphasis on 
conformity can bring dullness to a group. 2. agreement; 
obedience: conformity to one’s beliefs. 

con-found (ken found’; for 3 usually kon/found/) 
/kan'fawnd; for 3 usually 'kon!fawnd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
amaze; confuse; perplex: The army's lightning attack 
confounded the enemy. 2. [~ + obj + with + obj] to 
mix up by mistake; This analysis confounded truth with 
errors and lies. —Idiom. 3. Confound it! (used as a 
mild oath to express one’s irritation): Confound it! Pick 
up those books now! —con-found/ingsly, adv. 

con-founded (kon/foun/did) /,kon'fawndid/ adj. [before 
a noun) (used to express irritation with the person or 
thing named): The confounded plane is late. 

con-frere (kon/frar) /‘konfrear/ n. [count] a fellow 
member, such as of a profession; a colleague. 

confront (kan frunt’) /kan'frant/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to face 
(someone) in hostility: Two police officers confronted me 
and demanded identification. 2.[~ + obj + with + obj] 
to present or put facts or evidence to (someone): They 
confronted him with the evidence. 3. to occur or arise as 
something to be dealt with: the obstacles that confronted 
us. —con-front/er, n. [count] 

con-fron-ta-tion (kon/fran ta’shan) /,konfran'teyfon/ n. 
the act of confronting: [count]: A confrontation with UN 
forces is the last thing he wants. [noncount]: The use of 
confrontation won't lead to peace. —con/fron-ta/tioneal, 
adj. 

Con-fu-cian-ism (kən = fyoo’sha_~—sniz’am) _—s/kon- 
‘fyuwfo,nizom/ n. [noncount] the system of ethics, edu- 
cation, and political thinking taught by Confucius, a Chi- 
nese philosopher, stressing love for humanity, reverence 
for parents, and harmony in thought and conduct. 
—Con-fu/cian, adj, n. [conni] —Con-fu/cian-ist, n. 
[count], adj. 

con-fuse (kan fydoz’) /kon'fyuwz/ v. [~ + obj], -fused, 
-fus-ing. 1. to cause to make a mistake; mix up: The 
flood of questions confused me. 2. to make hard to un- 
derstand, unclear, or indistinct: Lets not confuse 
matters. 3. to fail to distinguish between (two things): / 
always confuse the twins. [~ + obj + with + obj): | al- 
ways confuse one twin with the other. ——Related 
Words. confuse is a verb, CONFUSION iS a noun, CONFUSED 


confiscate to congregate 


and CONFUSING are adjectives: AH those numbers just con- 
fused me. The airport was a scene of confusion. Con- 
fused students looked at one another nervously. It was a 
confusing homework problem. 

con-fused (kan fydozd’) /kon'fyuwzd/ adj. 1. hard to 
understand; mixed up; unclear: Your writing seems con- 
fused. 2. (of a person) having difficulty understanding or 
doing something: The two confused tourists got lost in 
the malt. —con-fus-ed-ly (kan fyd0/zid lē) /kon'f yuwzid- 
liy/ adv. —con-fus/ed-ness, n. (noncount) 

con-fus-ing (kan fydo/zing) /kan'fyuwzin/ adj. hard to 
understand; unclear: a confusing answer to a question. 
—con-fus/ing-ly, adv. 

con-fuesion (kan fyoo/zhen) /kon'fyuw3an/ n. [non- 
count] 1. bewilderment; puzzlement: Imagine our confu- 
sion when ł started teaching in the wrong room. 2. (of- 
ten: in + ~] disorder; chaos; upheaval: The army 
retreated in confusion. 3. lack of clearness or distinct- 
ness: Your writing suffers from too much confusion. 

Cong., an abbreviation of: 1. Congress. 2. Congres- 
sional. 

con-ga (kong/gə) /‘knngo/ n., ph -gas, v., -gaed, -ga- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a Cuban dance of three steps forward 
followed by a kick performed by a group in single file. 2. 
a tall, cone-shaped Afro-Cuban drum, played with the 
hands. —v. [no obj] 3. to dance a conga. 

con-geal (kan jél/) /kan'd3iyl/ v. to change from a soft 
or liquid state to a solid state, as by cooling; thicken: [no 
obj): The gelatin will congeal in the refrigerator. [~ + 
obj): The cold has congealed the gelatin. —con-geal’er, 
n. [count] —con-geal/ment, n. [noncount) 

con-gensial (kan jén’yal) /kan'd3iynyal/ adj. 1. agreea- 
ble, suitable, or pleasing: felt happy in the congenial 
Surroundings. 2. suited to each other in tastes, thinking, 
temperament, etc.; compatible: a congenial couple. 
—con-ge-niealei-ty (kan jé/né al/i tē) /kan,d3iyniy'elitiy/ 
con-gen‘ial-ness, n. [noncount] —con-gen/ialely, adv. 

con-gen-i-tal (kan jen/i tl) /kon'd3enit|/ adj. 1. present 
or existing at the time of birth: a congenital abnormality. 
2. having by nature the character stated: a congenital 
fool. —congen/i-tal-ly, adv. —con-gen/i-tal-ness, n. 
[noncoint] See -GEN-. 

con-ges-ted (kan jest/id) /kan'd3estid/ adj. of, relating 
to, or marked by congestion. —con-ges/tive, adj. 

con-ges-tion (kan jes/chan) /kon'd3estfon/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a condition of overcrowding: Congestion on 
major roads is worse than usual. 2. a condition in the 
body in which there is an abnormal accumulation of fluid: 
The congestion in his chest made it hard for him to 
breathe. See -GEst-. 

con-glom-er-ate (n., adj. kan glonyar it, kang-; v. kən- 
glom/s rat’) /n., adj. ken'glomarit, kan-; v. kan! glomea- 
jreyt/ n., adj., v., -ateed, -at-ing. —n. [count] 1. a thing 
composed of unrelated elements mixed together. 2. a 
business corporation made up of divisions that specialize 
in unrelated industries. —adj. [often: before a noun] 3. 
made up of unrelated elements. 4. gathered into a 
rounded mass. 5. of or relating to a corporate conglom- 
erate. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to bring together into a mass. 7. 
to gather into a rounded mass or close grouping. 

con-glom-er-a-tion (kan glom/’a ra/shen, kəng-) 
/kon,glpma'reyfon, kon-/ n. [count] a group made up of 
unrelated things: The stew was a conglomeration of fish, 
chicken, and beef. 

Con-go-lese (kong/ga lēz/, -lés’) /|konga'liyz, -'liys/ 
adj., n., pl -lese. —adj. 1. of or relating to the People’s 
Republic of the Congo. —n. [count] 2. a person born or 
living in the People’s Republic of the Congo. 

con-grat-u-late (kən grach’a lat’) /kan'gratSo,leyt/ v. 
[~ + obj (+ on + obj), -lat-ed, -lateing. 1. to express 
pleasure to (a person) on a happy occasion: congratu- 
lated the newlyweds; congratulated her on her promo- 
tion. 2. [~ + oneself] to feel pride in (oneself) for an ac- 
complishment or good fortune: congratulated himself on 
his narrow escape. —con-grat/ula/tor, n. [count] 
—con-grat-ula-to-ry (kan grach’o lə tor/é, -tdr/é) 
/kon'græt fala,toriy, -,towriy/ adj.: a congratulatory mes- 
sage. See -GRAT-. 

con-grat-u-la-tion (kən grach’a lā/shən) /kon,gret- 
Ja'leyfan/ n. 1. [nmoncount] the act of congratulating. 2. 
congratulations, [p/ira/) an expression of pleasure in 
the good fortune of another: We sent our congratulations 
fo the happy couple. —interj. 3. congratulations. (used 
to express pleasure in the good fortune of another): 
Congratulations! You graduated. 

con-gre-gate (kong/gri gat’) /‘kongri,geyt/ v. [no obj], 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to come together in a body; collect: 
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The crowd congregated around him as he began his 
speech. —con/gre-ga/tor, n. [count] See -GREG-. 

con-gre-ga-tion (kong/gri ga’shan) /,kongri'gcySan/ n. 
[count] an assembly of people who meet for worship: 
The congregation bowed heads and prayed silently. 
—con-gre-ga/tion-al, adj. —con’gre-ga/tion-al-ism, n. 
[noncount] —con/gre-ga/tion-al-ist, n. [count], adj. See 
-GREG-. 

conegress (kong/gris) /‘koggris/ n. 1. [proper noun; 
Congress] the national law-making body of the U.S.: [no 
article]: Congress was not in session when we visited 
Washington. [the + ~): The Congress won't agree to that 
plan. 2. [count] the national law-making body of a na- 
tion, esp. of a republic. 3. [count] a formal meeting of 
representatives for discussing a matter of interest. See 
-GRESS-. 

con-gres-sion-al (kan gresh’e nl, kang-) /kan'grefanl, 
kon-/ adj. [before a noun; sometimes: Congressional] of 
or relating to a congress or to the U.S. Congress: called 
for Congressional hearings. 

con-gresseman (kong/gris man) /'kongrismon/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. [often: Congressman] a member of a 
congress: Several congressmen were accused of bribery. 
[proper noun]: Congressman, what position do you take 
on this issue? Congressman Smith voted against us. 

con-gress-wom-an (kong’gris woom/en) /'kog- 
gris,wumon/ n. [count], pl. -womeen. [often: Congress- 
woman] a female member of a congress: There were 
only a few congresswomen at that time. [proper noun): 
Congresswoman, what is your position on that issue? I 
voted for Congresswoman Jones. 

con-gru-ent (kong’grdd ant, ken grdo’-, kang-) /‘kon- 
gruwont, kon'gruw-, kan-/ adj. 1. agreeing; similar: con- 
gruent opinions. 2. [sometimes: (be +) ~ + with + obj] 
fitting; appropriate: Is the punishment congruent with the 
crime? —con/gru-ent-ly, adv. 

con-grueitty (kən grdo/i tē, kang-) /kan'gruwitiy, kan-/ 
n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] the state or quality of being 
congruent. 2. [count] a point of agreement. 

conic (kon/ik) /'konik/ also con/iecal, adj. having the 
form of, resembling, or relating to a cone: a conical hat. 
co-ni-fer (kō/nə fər, kon’a-) /‘kownofar, ‘kono-/ n. 
[count] a class of chiefly evergreen trees and shrubs, 
such as the pine and cypress, that have seeds on dry 
scales arranged as a cone. See -FER-. 

co-nif-er-ous (kō niffar as, ka-) /kow'nifaras, kə-/ adj. 
[often: before a noun] made up of conifer trees. 

conj., an abbreviation of: conjunction. 

con-jec-ture (kan jek/char) /kan'd3ektfar/ n., v., -tured, 
-tur-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the forming or expressing of 
an opinion without sufficient proof: Do you know that for 
a fact or is it only conjecture? 2. [count] an opinion or 
theory so formed or expressed: Another conjecture was 
that the butler did it. —v. 3. to form or express an opin- 
ion without sufficient evidence; guess: [~ + that clause): 
I conjectured that he was about fifty. [no obj): The situa- 
tion turned out as he had conjectured. —con-jec/tur-al, 
adj. —con-jec/tur-er, n. [count] See -JEC-. 

con-join (kan join’) /kan'd3oyn/ v. [~ + obj) to link or 
join two clauses with a coordinate conjunction: The two 
clauses were conjoined with the conjunction and. —con- 
join’er, ri. [count 

con-juegal (kon/ja gal) /‘kond3agal/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. of, relating to, or characteristic of marriage: conjugal 
bliss. 2. of or relating to the relation of husband and 
wife, esp. the sexual relationship: conjugal rights. —con- 
ju-gali-ty (kon/ja gai tē) /,kond3a'gelitiy/ n. [non- 
count) —con/ju-gal-ly, adv. 

con-juegate (kon/ja gat’) /‘kond3a,geyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to display the forms of (a verb), in a 
fixed order: To conjugate the present tense of the verb 
be we gave the followirig: am, is, are. 

con-ju-ga-tion (kon’/ja gā/shən) /,kond3o'geyfan/ r. 
[count] the set of forms of a verb or the display of these 
in order. —con/ju-ga/tion-al, adj. 

con-junc-tion (ken jungk’shən) /kan'd3agkfan/ n. 1. 
[court] one of a small class of words that connect words, 
phrases, clauses, or sentences, such as and, because, 
but, and uriless. 2. [noncount; sometimes: in + ~] the 
act of joining or the state of being joined; association; 
combination: The police worked in conjunction with the 
army. 3. [court] a combination of events or 
circumstances. —con-junc/tion-al, adj. See -JUNC-. 
con-junc-tive (kən jungk/tiv) /kan'd3anktiv/ adj. 1. 
serving to connect; connective: conjirctive tissue. 2. 
conjoined; joint. 3. of, relating to, or functioning like a 
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conjunction; serving to connect two Clauses or sentences, 
as however and furthermore. See -JUNC-. 

con-junceti-vietis (ken jungk/ta vtis) /kon,d3agkt- 
a'vaytis/ n. [noncount) inflammation of the watery mem- 
brane surrounding the eye and the inside of the eyelids. 

con-jure (kon/jer, kun/-) /‘kond3ar, 'kan-/ v., -jured, 
-jur-ing. 1. to make, produce, or cause to appear by or 
as if by magic: [~ + (up) + obj): to conjure (up) a mira- 
cle. [~ + obj (+ up)]: He conjured the right disk (up) 
from somewhere and put it into the computer. 2. [no 
obj] to practice magic or tricks. 3. [~ + up + obj] to 
bring to mind; imagine; think about: The island of Got- 
land conjures up images of yellow-flowered fields and 
churches. See -JUR-. 

conk' (kongk, kongk) /konk, kogk/ Slang. —v. [~ + obj) 
1. to strike on the head: She conked him and ran out be- 
fore the police came. —n. [count] 2. the head. 3. a blow 
on the head. 

conk? (kongk, kéngk) /konk, konk/ v. Slang. 1. [~ + 
out] (of a machine or engine) to break down or fail; slow 
down or stop: The engine just conked out and the plane 
nosed down quickly. 2. [~ + ouloff] to go to sleep: My 
wife usually conks out by ten-thirty. 3. [~ + out] to lose 
consciousness; faint: He conked out after hitting his 
head. 

Conn., an abbreviation of: Connecticut. 

con-nect (ka nekt/) /ka'nekt/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
linked together; join or unite: [no obj]: These two wires 
cant connect because theyre the wrong length. [~ + 
obj]: Connect these two wires carefully. 2. [~ + obj) to 
establish telephone communication with or for: Hold on 
please, I'm trying to connect you now. 3. [~ + obj] to 
link to an electrical or telephone system; hook up: / dont 
know when they'll come to connect your phones. 4. [~ 
+ obj + with + obj] to associate in the mind: A good 
doctor connects what the patient says with what she 
learns from the exaniination. 5. (of trains, etc.) to run so 
as to make connections: [no obj): These two buses don't 
connect; you'll have to walk a bit. [~ + with + obj]: The 
train from Washington connects with the train to Pitts- 
burgh in New York. 6. [no obj] informal. to meet or es- 
tablish communication; make contact: I’m sorry we didnt 
connect; maybe next time we will. 7. [no obj) to hit suc- 
cessfully or solidly: The batter connected for a home run. 
—conenect-i-bil-i-ty, con-nect-a-bil-iety (kə nek/ta bil- 
i tē) /ko,nekta'bilitiy/ n. [ noncount |] —conenect/i-ble, 
con-nect/a-ble, adj. —con-nec/tor, con-nect/er, n. [ 
count ] See -NneEc-. 

con-nect-ed (ka nek/tid) /ka'nektid/ adj. 1. joined; as- 
sociated: related: connected events. 2. related by birth or 
marriage, or having a relationship that helps one’s Ca- 
reer, etc.: to be well connected. 

con-nec-tion (kə nek/shen) /ka'nekfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act or state of connecting or the state of being 
connected: Were waiting for connection to the town 
sewer system. 2. [count] anything that connects; link: an 
electrical connection. 3. association; relationship: [non- 
count): There is no connection with any other firm. 
[count]: a connection between breathing polluted air and 
lung disease. 4. [count] logical association or develop- 
ment; mental association: Discuss the connection be- 
tween the two events in your assignment. 5. [count] Usu- 
ally, connections. [plural] associates, relatives, or 
friends, esp. when they are thought of as having influ- 
ence: His connections helped him get that job. 6. [count] 
the meeting of planes, etc., for transfer of passengers: 
Stockholm has good connections with the rest of Scandi- 
navia. 7. [count] the plane, boat, etc., boarded in mak- 
ing a travel connection: / got there just in time to watch 
my connection leaving the station 8. [count] a channel of 
communication: can't hear because of a bad telephone 
connection. 9. [count] Often, connections. [plural] a 
source of supply, esp. for scarce or illegal materials or 
goods: has connections in ports all over the world. 
—JIdiom. 10. in connection with, [in + ~ + with + 
obj) concerning; relating to; of or about (the next person 
or thing stated): You are wanted in connection with the 
murder of the colonel. Also, Brit, connexion. See -NEC-. 

con-nec-tive (ko nek/tiv) /ka'nektiv/ adj. 1. serving or 
tending to connect: connective tissue. —n. [count] 2. 
something that connects. 3. a word, such as a conjunc- 
tion, used to connect words, phrases, clauses, and sen- 
tences. —con-nec-tiv-i-ty (kon’ek tiv/i tē) /,konek- 
'tivitiy/ n. [noncount] 

conenive (kə niv’) /ko'nayv/ v., -nived, -niv-ing. 1. a. to 
cooperate or work together secretly, esp. for something 
wrong or illegal: [~ (+ with + obj) + to + verb (+ 
obj)): He connived with his friends to get the job. b. [~ 
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+ obj} to make (one's way) by scheming or plotting: She 
connived her way into power. 2.[~ + at + obj) to avoid 
noticing something one is expected to oppose or con- 
demn. —con-niv/er, 1. [court] —con-niv/ing, adj. 

con-nois-seur (kon/e sir’, -sòōór/) /,kona's3r, -'sur/ r. 
[count] a person with good judgment, esp. in art or 
matters of taste: a connoisseur of wines. —con/nois+ 
seur/ship, n. [(noncount] 

con-no-ta-tion (kon/a ta’shan) /,kono'teyfan/ n. [count] 
a secondary meaning of a word or expression that comes 
to mind or is suggested in addition to its primary mean- 
ing: The word home often has the connotation “a place 
of warmth and affection.” Compare DENOTATION. —cone 
no-ta-tive (kon/a ta/tiv, ka  nd/ta-) ‘kona,teytiv, 
ka'powta-/ consno-tive (ka nd/tiv) /ka'nowtiv/ adj. See 
-NOTA-. 

con-note (kə not’) /ka'nowt/ v. [~ + obj], -noted, 
-not-ing. to carry or suggest a connotation: A fireplace 
connotes comfort and hospitality. See -Nota-. 

con-nurbieal (kə ndo/bé al, -nyod/-) /ka'nuwbiyal, 
-'nyuw-/ adj. [before a noun] of or relating to marriage; 
matrimonial: connubial bliss. —con-enu-biealiety (kə- 
noo’be ali te, -nydo/-) /ka,nuwbiy'aelitiy, -,nyuw-/ n. 
[noncount] —conenu/bieal-ly, adv. 

con-quer (kong/kar) /‘kogkar/ v. 1. to take or acquire by 
force of arms; win in war: [~ + obj}: to conquer a for- 
eign land. [no obj}: Caesar wrote, “I came, I saw, I con- 
quered.” 2. [~ + obj} to overcome by force; defeat: to 
conquer an enemy. 3. [~ + obj] to win by effort, per- 
sonal appeal, etc.: She conquered the hearts of the audi- 
ence. 4. [~ + obj} to gain control over (fear, a bad 
habit, etc.); master. —con/quer-a-ble, adj. —con/- 
quer-or, 7. [court] See -Quer-. 

con-quest (kon/kwest, kong/-) /‘konkwest, 'kop-/ n. 1. 
[noncourt] the act or process of conquering: wanted 
conquest for its own sake. 2. [noncount] the winning of 
favor, affection, love, etc.: the conquest of someone's 
heart. 3. [count] a person whose favor or affection has 
been won: My sister was one of his many conquests. 4. 
[count] anything taken or won by conquering, as a na- 
tion, a territory, or riches. See -ques-. 

con-quis-ta-dor (kong kwis/ta dor’, -kés/-) 
‘kon'kwista,dor, -'kiys-/ n. [count], pt. con-quis-ta-dors, 
con-quis-ta-do-res (kong kēs/tə dôr/ēz, -aZ) 
/kon,kiysta'doriyz, -cyz/. one of the Spanish conquerors 
of the Americas, esp. of Mexico and Peru, in the 16th 
century. 

Cons., an abbreviation of: Conservative. 

cons., an abbreviation of: 1. consonant. 2. constable. 3. 
construction. 

con-science (kon/shans) /‘konfans/ n. 1. the sense of 
what is right or wrong in one’s acts, thoughts, or motives: 
[noncount]: a matter of conscience, not of opportunity. 
[count]: My conscience keeps getting in the way of easy 
decisions. — Idiom. 2. in (all or good) conscience, 
[noncount] in all reason and fairness: / can’t do that in 
good conscience because 1 would be betraying my 
friends. 3. on one’s conscience, (of a wrongdoing); bur- 
dening one with guilt: The crime had been on his con- 
Science for years. See -sci-. 

con-sci-en-tious (kon/shé en/shas) /,konfiy'enfos/ adj. 
1. very careful; thorough; painstaking: She was a consci- 
entious student who always did her work. 2. acting ac- 
cording to conscience; fair: a conscientious judge. 
—ton/sci-en/tious-ly, adv.: conscientiously working on 
the book. —con/sci-en/tious-ness, n. [noncount] 

conscien/tious objec/’tion, n. [noncount] refusal be- 
cause of moral or religious beliefs to fight in a military 
conflict or to serve in the armed forces. —conscien/- 
tious objec’tor, n. [count] 

conscious (kon/shas) /'konfəs/ adj. 1. [be + ~(+ of] 
aware of one’s own existence, surroundings, etc.: Is a 
mouse conscious in the same way a human is? 2. fully 
aware of something: [be + ~ + of}: When he worked he 
was not conscious of the passage of time. [be + ~ + 
that clause]: When he worked he was not conscious that 
so much time had passed. 3. having the mind or mental 
processes fully active; awake: He wanted to be conscious 
during the cornea operation. 4. known to oneself; felt: 
his conscious guilt. 5. deliberate; intentional: a conscious 
effort not to yawn. 6. deeply aware of or concerned 
about (This word is sometimes used after other words to 
form adjectives that refer to the thing concerned about): 
money-conscious (= deeply aware of or concerned about 
money). —n. 7. the conscious, [noncourt] the part of 
the mind that one is aware of. —con/scious-ly, adv. See 
-SCI-. 
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con-sci-ous-ness (kon/shes nəs) konfasnas/ n. 1. 
[noncournt] the state of being awake: / lost consciousness 
ininiediately. 2. [court; usually singular] the conscious 
mind; one’s conscious thoughts: a consciousness that 
something wasn't right. 3. [noncount] the ideas, beliefs, 
or opinions held by a group of people: class coriscious- 
NESS. 

con-script (v. kən skript?; n, adj. kon/skript) /v. 
ken'sknipt; n., adj. 'konskript/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to call 
(someone) by law to enter military service: The Arniy 
conscripted thousands from that city. —n. [count] 2. a 
person called this way; recruit. —adj. [before a noun] 3. 
enrolled or formed by conscription; drafted: a conscript 
soldier. —con-script/a-ble, adj. See -scris-. 

con-se-crate (kon/si krat’) /‘konsi,kreyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-crat-ed, -crat-ing. 1. to make or declare (something) 
sacred; dedicate (something) to the service of a deity: 
The church was consecrated in 1944. She consecrated 
her life to God. 2. to make (something) an object of 
honor; dedicate: a day that was consecrated to the mem- 
ory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 3. to admit or ordain (a 
bishop, etc.) to a sacred office. —con-se-cra-tion (kon/- 
si kra’shon) /,konsi'kreyfan/ n. [noncount): a life of corn- 
secration to God. [count]: When did the consecration of 
the cathedral take place? —con/se-cra/tor, n. [count] 
—con-se-cra.to/ry (konsi krə tôr/ē, -tor/é) /'kpn- 
sıkrə,təoriy, -,towriy/ con/se-cra/tive, adj. 

con-sec-urtive (kan sek/ya tiv) /kan'sekyativ/ adj. fol- 
lowing one another in succession or order: consecutive 
numbers such as 5, 6, 7, 8. —con-sec/utivesly, adv. 
—con-sec/utive-ness, 1. [noncount] See -seg-. 

con-sen-sus (kan sen/sas) /kan'sensas/ n., pl. -susees. 
1. (count; often singular) unanimous judgment or belief 
that a group comes to after discussion: The consensus 
was that they should meet twice a month. 2. [noncoung 
general agreement; concord; harmony: You wont find 
consensus among the doctors on the best procedure for 
you. See -SENS-. 

con-sent (kan sent’) /kan'sent/ v. 1. to permit, approve, 
or agree (as to a wish): [no obj}: We asked our parents 
for permission to use the boat, but they wouldn't con- 
sent. [~ + to + obj): She consented to the plan. [~ + 
to + verb]: consented to marry him. —n. [noncount) 2. 
permission, approval, or agreement: gave his consent to 
the marriage. —con-sent/er, n. [count] See -SENs-. 

con-se-quence (kon/si kwens’, -kwans) /'konsi,kwens, 
-kwons/ n. 1. [count] the effect, result, or outcome of 
something occurring earlier: What will be the conse- 
quences of threatening him with military intervention? 2. 
[noncount) importance or significance: a matter of no 
consequence. —Idiom. 3. in consequence, [rnon- 
count] consequently; as a result; therefore: Jn conse- 
quence, you'll have to be careful. 4. take the conse- 
quences, to suffer something unpleasant as a result of 
some other action, event, etc.: If you don't pay your bills 
you'll have to take the consequences. See -sEQ-. 

con-se-quent (konsi kwent’, -kwənt) /‘'konsi,kwent, 
-kwont/ adj. [before a noun] following as an effect; re- 
sulting: The recession has a consequent impact on jobs. 
—con/se-quent-ly, adv. See -SEQ-. 

con-se-quenstial (kon/si kwen/shal) /,konsi'kwenfol/ 
adj. 1. [before a noun) following as an effect or out- 
come: the war and the consequential collapse of his dic- 
tatorship. 2. of importance: a consequential sum of 
money. —con/se-quen/tial-ly, adv. See -seo-. 

con-ser-va-tion (kon/sər vā/shən) /,konsor'veyfan/_n. 
[noncount] 1. the controlled use of natural resources to 
preserve or protect them or to prevent waste: fought for 
the conservation of our naturat resources. 2. the protec- 
tion, restoration, and preservation of works of art. 
—con/ser-va/tion-al, adj. See -serv-?. 

con-ser-va-tion-ist (kon/ser vāshə nist) /,kops- 
or'veyfanist/ n. [count] a person who calls for or pro- 
maes conservation, esp. of natural resources. See 
-SERV-°. 

con-servea-tism (kən sûr/və tiz/əm) /Kkon's3rva,tizam/ 
n. [nortcount] 1. the desire to preserve or restore what is 
established and to limit change. 2. the principles and 
practices of political conservatives. See -serv-2. 

con-serveastive (kən sûr/və tiv) /kan'sarvativ/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to conservatism: a conservative outlook on 
any changes to the curriculum. 2. cautiously moderate; 
safe: A conservative estimate shows an increase in infla- 
tion to 9%, 3. traditional in style or manner: Wear a cor- 
servative suit to your interview. 4. [Conservative] of or 
relating to a conservative political party, esp. the Con- 
servative Party of Great Britain. 5. of or relating to the 
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principles of political conservatism: believed the incum- 
bent was not conservative enough. —n. [count] 6. a per- 
son who is conservative in principles, habits, etc. 7. a 
supporter of conservative political policies. 8. [Conserva- 
tive] a member of a conservative political party, esp. the 
Conservative Party of Great Britain. —con-serv/artiverly, 
adv. —con-serv/a-tive-ness, n. (noncount] See -SERv-’. 

con-serveastorry (kən sûr/və tôr/ē, -tor/é) /kən's3r- 
vo,toriy, -,towriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a school giving 
training in art, drama, or music, esp. a school of music. 
2. a building with a glass roof, for growing and displaying 
plants; greenhouse. See -sERv-°. 

con-serve (v. ken stirv’; n. kon/siirv, kən surv/) /v. 
kon'sarv: n. 'kons3rv, ken'!sarv/ v., -served, -serv-ing, 
n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to prevent injury, waste, or loss of: 
Conserve your strength for the race. 2. to use or manage 
(natural resources) wisely: Conserve the environment. 
—n. [noncourt] 3. a mixture of fruits cooked with sugar 
to a jamlike thickness. —con-serv/a-ble, adj. —con- 
serv’er, n. [count] See -serv-?. 

con-sid-er (kən sid’ar) /kon'sidar/ v. 1. to think carefully 
or seriously about; contemplate; ponder: [~ + obj]: The 
committee is considering its next move. [no obj]. The 
salesman gave us no time to consider. [~ + verb-ing (+ 
obj)): He considered taking a new job. 2. [not: be SP 
~-ing] to think of or believe (something) to be a certain 
way; have an opinion about: [~ + obj (+ as) + adjec- 
tive]: | consider the matter (as) settled. [~ + obj + 
noun): | consider him a first-rate mechanic. 3. [~ + obj] 
to bear in mind; make allowance for: Her behavior was 
justified if you consider her reasons. 4. [~ + obj] to 
treat with thoughtfulness; show consideration for: to con- 
sider other people's feelings. —-Related Words. con- 
SIDER is a verb, CONSIDERATE and CONSIDERABLE are adjec- 
tives, CONSIDERATION is a noun: / consider him a friend. He 
is a considerate gentleman. They have considerable 
wealth. After some consideration, | decided to quit my 
job. 

con-sid-er-a-ble (kən sid/ər ə bəl) /kən'sıdərəbəl/ adj. 
rather large or great; substantial: a considerable length 
of time; a considerable fortune. —con-sid/er-a-bly, adv. 
con-sid-er-ate (kən sid/ar it) /kan'sidorit/ adj. showing 
kind regard for the feelings of others; thoughtful: She's 
such a considerate person, always asking how I'm feel- 
ing. —con-sid/er-ate-ly, adv. —con-sid’er-ate-ness, n. 
troncount) 

con-sid-er-a-tion (kan sid’a ra’shan) /kon,sido'reyJan/ 
n. 1. [noncount) the act of considering: We will give your 
application the consideration it deserves. 2. [count] 
something kept in mind in making a decision: Age could 
not be a consideration in the hiring process. 3. [non- 
count] sympathetic respect; thoughtfulness: showed con- 
sideration for others’ feelings. 4. [count] a recompense 
or payment, as for work done; compensation. —-Idiom. 
5. in consideration of, [in + ~ + of + obj] a. in view 
of: In consideration of her fine work, they decided to give 
her a raise. b. as payment for: In consideration of the 
work, the publisher agrees to give the author 50 free 
books. 6. of little or no consideration, [/oncount) of 
little or no importance: Money was of no consideration 
here. 7. take into consideration, to consider; take into 
account: [take + into + ~ + obj]: The judge took into 
consideration her past history before making a decision. 
[take + obj + into + Ñ: took it into consideration. 
conssid-ered (kən sid’ard) /kan'sidord/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) resulting from careful thought: /n her considered 
opinion, the accused was guilty of all charges. 2. [after 
an adverb] thought of in the specified way; judged: Her 
work is well considered in most academiic circles. 
con-sid-er-ing (kən sid/ər ing) /kan'stdorin/ prep. 1. 
taking into account; in view of: The Campaign was a SIIC- 
cess, considering the lack of money. —adv. 2. Informal. 
(used after a statement) with all facts or circumstances 
being considered: He pairits very well, considering (= He 
paints well, if you consider all the facts). —conj. 3. (used 
before a clause): If one takes into consideration the fact 
that: Considering they are newcomers, they've accom- 
plished a lot. 

consign (kan sin’) /kan'sayn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to hand 
over or deliver, esp. for sale: to consign goods to a ware- 
House. 2. to transfer to another's custody or charge; en- 
trust: He was consigned to the care of a foster home. 3. 
[~ + obj + to + obj] to set (something) apart and away 
from oneself; banish: Marxism was consigned to the rub- 
bish heap of history. —con-sign/a-ble, adj. See -SIGN-. 
con-signement (kon sin’ment) /kon'saynmont/ n. 1. 
[noricount) the act of consigning. 2. [count] something 
consigned, — Idiom. 3. on consignment, [noncount) 
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(of goods) sent to an agent for sale, with the sender 
keeping ownership until a sale is made. 

consist (kan sist”) / kon'sist / v. [not: be + ~ing} 1. 
~ + of + obj] to be made up, formed, or composed: 
This cake consists mainly of sugar, flour, and butter. 2. 
[~ + in + obj] to be contained; have as a main part: 
The charm of Paris does not consist only in its beauty. 
See -SIST-. 

conesist-enecy (kən sis’ten sé) /kon'sistonsiy/ also 
conssist/ence, n., pl. -en-cies also -enc-es. 1. degree 
of density, firmness, etc.: [noncount]: a liquid with the 
consistency of cream. [count]: The milkshakes Come in 
different consistencies. 2. [noncount] the state of staying 
constantly with the same principles, direction, etc.: He 
shows no consistency in his behavior. 3. [noncount) 
agreement, harmony, or uniformity among the parts of a 
complex thing. 

con-sist-ent (kan sis/tant) /kan'sistont/ adj. of, relating 
to, or showing consistency: took actions that were con- 
sistent with their views. —conesist/ent-ly, adv.: He con- 
sistently opposed the war. 

con-so-laction (kon’sa lā/shən) /,konsa'leyfan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of consoling; the staie of being con- 
soled: Write a letter of consolation to the widow. 2. 
someone or something that consoles: [noncount): It 
won't be much consolation, but you did win the lawsuit. 
[count]: | had one consolation: we still had our family to- 
gether. See -Sota-. 

console! (ken sol’) /kən'sowl/ v. [~ + obj], -soled, 
-soleing. to lessen the grief, sorrow, or disappointment 
of; give comfort to: Nothing could console her after the 
death of her children. —con-soVa-ble, adj. —con- 
soler, n. [count] —con-sol/inge-ly, adv. See -soLla-. 

console? (kon/sol) /‘konsowl/ n. [count] 1. a television, 
phonograph, or radio cabinet designed to stand on the 
floor. 2. the control unit of a computer, including the 
keyboard and monitor. 3. the control unit of a mechani- 
cal, electrical, or electronic system: the console of a pipe 
organ. 4. a storage container mounted between bucket 
seats in an automobile. 

con-sol-iedate (kən sol/i dat’) /kon'snlideyt/ v. 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to (cause to) unite; bring together 
(parts) into a single, larger form, organization, etc.: [no 
obj]: The company consolidated. [~ + obj): The com- 
pany consolidated several divisions. 2. to (cause to) be 
made solid, firm, or secure: [~ + obj]: The candidate 
moved to consolidate the gains he'd made in the prima- 
ries. [no obj]: The power had consolidated at the top of 
the —conesolei-cda-tion (ken sol/i da/’shen) 
/kan,solu'deyfan/ n. [noncount]: consolidation of politicat 
power in her hands. —con-sol/i-da/’tor, n. [count] 

conesom-mé (kon’/sa ma’) /,konso'mey/ n. a Clear soup 
made from meat: [count]: a beef consommé. [non- 
count); Prepare consommé from leftover bones and 
meat. 

con-so-nance (kon/se nens) /'konsonons/ n. [noncount] 
1. accord or agreement. 2. correspondence of sounds; 
harmony of sounds. 3. a repetition of consonants, esp. 
those after a stressed vowel, as in march, lurch, but often 
of all the consonants, as in stick, stuck. Compare ALLITER- 
ATION (def. 1). See -SON-. 

con-soenant (kon/sa nent) /‘konsonont/ n. 1. a speech 
sound produced by stopping or changing the flow of air 
from the lungs (opposed to vowel). 2. a letter or other 
symbol representing a consonant sound. —adj. [be + ~ 
+ with] 3. in accord or agreement: behavior that was 
consonant with his character. See -SON-. 

con-sort (n. kon/sôrt, v. ken sort’) /n. 'Konsort, v. 
kən'sərt/ n. [count] 1. a husband or wife, esp. of a king 
or queen. —v. [~ + with + obj] 2. to associate; keep 
company: to consort with criminals. —con-sort/er, n. 
[count] See -SORT-. 

con-soretiteum (kən sOr/shé əm, -té-) /kən'sərfiyəm, 
-tiy-/ n. [count], ph -tiea (-shē ə, -tē ə) /-fiyə, -tiyə/. 1. a 
combination, as of corporations, for carrying out a busi- 
ness venture: a consortium of banks. 2. an association; 
partnership: a consortium of diverse interests. See 
-SORT-. 

con-spic-ueous (kən spik’ydo əs) /kon'spikyuwos/ adj. 
easily seen or noticed; striking: an award for conspicuous 
bravery. —con-spic/u-ous-ly, adv. —con-spic/u-ous- 
ness, con-spi-cu-i-ty (kon/spi kyoo’%i tē) /,kon- 
spi'kyuwitiy/ n. [norncourt] 


conespir-a-cy (kən spir/a sē) /kən'spirəsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 


1. [nonconnt] the act of conspiring: accused of conspir- 
acy in the murder. 2. [count] a plan made in secret by 
two or more persons to commit an unlawful or treacher- 
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ous act: The conspiracy was to kill the president, 3. 
[count] a group of conspirators. —con-spir’a-tive, adj. 
con-spir-a-tor (kan spir/a tar) /kan'spayratar/ 1. [count] 
a person involved in a conspiracy. —con-spir-a-toery 

(kan spir’a tor/é, -tor’é) /kon'spira,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 

con-spir-artorrival (kan spir’a tôr/ēě al, -tōr/-) /kon 
‘spayro'toriyal, -'towr-/ adj. 1. of or relating to a con- 
spiracy: a conspiratorial plot. 2. acting or behaving as if 
involved in a conspiracy: a conspiratorial wink. —con- 
spir/a-to/ricalely, adv. 

con-spire (kan spi°r’) /kon'spay®r/ v., -spired, -spir-ing. 
1. to agree together, esp. secretly, to do something 
wrong, evil, or illegal: [xo obj; (~ + against + obj)): 
They were conspiring against me. [~ + to + verb (+ 
obj)]: conspiring to overthrow the government. 2. to act 
or work together toward the same goal: [~ + to + verb]: 
A number of events conspired to keep me from finishing 
the assignment. [~ + against + obj]: These events con- 
Spired against my finishing on time. —conespir/er, n. 
[count] —con-spir/ing-ly, adv. See -spir-. 

const., an abbreviation of: 1. constable. 2. constant. 3. 
construction. 

con-sta-ble (kon/sta bal) /‘konstobal/ n. [count] 1. an 
officer of the peace in a town or township, having minor 
police and judicial functions. 2. Chiefly Brit. POLICE OFFI- 
CER. 

con-stab-u-lar-y (kən stab/ya ler/é) /kən'stæbyə,leriy/ 
n. [count], pl. -lareies. the group of constables of a dis- 
trict. 

con-stan-cy (kon/sten sé) /‘konstonsiy/ n. (noncount] 
1. the quality of staying constant. 2. regularity; stability. 

con-stant (kon/stant) /‘konstont/ adj. 1. not changing; 
staying the same: Driving at a constant speed saves gas. 
2. continuing without pause; not stopping: constant 
noise. 3. faithful, as in love, devotion, or loyalty: a con- 
stant friend during all the turmoil. —n. [count] 4. some- 
thing that does not change or vary: The speed of light 
was postulated as a constant. —con/stantely, adv. See 
-STAN-. 

con-stel-la-tion (kon/sta lā/shən) /,konsto'leyfon/n. 
[count] 1. any of various groups of stars that have been 
named, such as the Big Dipper. 2. a group of ideas, ob- 
jects, etc., related in some way: an illness with a constel- 
lation of symptoms. 

con-ster-na-tion (kon/ster na/shan) /,konstor'neyfon/ 
n. (noncount] a sudden, alarming shock or fear that 
results in great confusion: The crook had a look of com- 
plete consternation on her face when the police sur- 
rounded her. 

con-sti-pate (kon/sta pat’) /'konsta,peyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-pat-ed, -pat-ing. to cause constipation in: That food 
constipates the baby. —con/sti-pat/ed, adj.: The poor 
baby is badly constipated. 

con-sti-pa-tion (kon/sta pa’shan) /,konstoa'peyfan/ n. 
[noncount] a condition of the bowels in which the feces 
are hardened and defecation is difficult. 

con-stit-u-en-cy (kan stich’/d0 an sé) /kon'stitfuwonsiy/ 
n. [count], pl. -cies. 1. a body of constituents; the voters 
in an area who are represented by an elected official. 2. 
the area itself. 3. any body of supporters, customers, 
etc.; clientele: That theory has its own constituency, 
made up mostly of yourg scientists. See -stit-. 

con-stit-u-ent (kən stich’d6 ant) /kon'stitfuwant/ adj. 
[before a noun] 1. serving to make up or form the basis 
of a thing: the constituent parts of a motor. —n. [count] 
2. an element, material, etc., that makes up a whole; 
component: the constituents of an atom. 3. a person 
who authorizes another to act in his or her behalf, such 
as a voter in a district represented by an elected official: 
The constituents of the district voted the councilwoman 
out of office. —conestit’u-ent-ly, adv. —Syn. See ELE- 
MENT. 

con-sti-tute (kon/sti tddt’, -tydot’) /'konsti tuwt, 
-tyuwt/ v. [~ + obj], -tut-ed, -tut-ing. 1. (mot: be + 
~ing] to form (something) from parts: Carbohydrates 
and fats do not constitute a balanced diet. 2. (not: be + 
~ing] to be the same as: Her behavior constitutes a di- 
rect threat to his power. 3. to appoint to an office or po- 
sition: He was constituted treasurer. —con/sti-tut/er, 
con/sti-tu’tor, n. [count] See -stit-. 

con-sti-tu-tion (kon/sti td0’shen, -tydo’-) /,kon- 
sti'tuwfon, -'tyuw-/ n. 1. (count; usually singular] the 
way in which a thing is formed or arranged; makeup or 
composition of a thing: the constitution of the members 
of the department. 2. (count; usually Singular) the physi- 
cal character of the body with regard to health, etc.: He 
had a strong constitution and seldorn caught a cold. 3. 
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[proper noun; the + Constitution] the fundamental law 
of the U.S., put into effect in 1789. 4. [comut] the system 
of fundamental principles according to which something 
is governed: the club's constitution and by-laws. 5. 
[count] the document in which these principles are writ- 
ten. See -stit-. 

con-sti-tu-tion-al (kon/sti tōō/shə nl, -tydd/-) /,kon- 
sti'tuwJonl, -'tyuw-/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or concerned 
with the constitution of a state, organization, etc.: a con- 
Stitutional scholar. 2. (before a noun) provided by or in 
agreement with such a constitution: a constitutional law. 
3. belonging to or part of the character of a person: They 
have a constitutional dislike for anyone who cannot 
speak their language perfectly. —n. [count] 4. a walk or 
other mild exercise taken for the benefit of one’s health: 
out in the woods for an evening constitutional. 

constr., an abbreviation of: construction. 

constrain (kan stran/) /kon'streyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
make (someone) do something; compel: He was con- 
Strained to admit the offense. 2. to hold back; repress or 
restrain: He constrained his impulse to tell her the secret. 
—con-strain’a-ble, adj. —con-strain’er, n. [count] 
—consstrain/ing-ly, adv. See -sTRAIN-. 

con-strained (kan strand’) /kan'streynd/ adj. 1. forced; 
awkward; stiff: greeted the job candidate with a con- 
Strained smile. 2. (be/feel + ~ + to + verb] forced to 
do something; compelled: felt constrained to donate 
some Morey. 

constraint (kan strant’) /kon'streynt/ u. 1. [count] a 
limitation; something that restricts one’s actions or pow- 
ers: There were so many constraints in my new position 
that | had more responsibility and less authority. 2. [non- 
count] the holding back or tight controlling of natural 
feelings and desires: He kept his voice quiet with con- 
straint and subdued his anger. See -STRAIN-. 

con-strict (kan strikt’) /kan'strikt/ v. 1. to (cause to) be 
tight, narrower, or smaller; compress: [no obj]: The 
blood vessels constricted immediately. [~ + obj): This 
medicine will constrict the blood vessels. 2. [~ + obj] a. 
to limit or restrain (the actions of) someone: The new 
constitution constricts the powers of the chairman. b. to 
limit or restrain the actions or powers of (someone): The 
regulations constrict the chairman in his duties. —cone 
stric’tive, adj. See -STRICT-. 

con-stric-tion (kən strik’shan) /kon'strikfan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] an act of constricting: Constriction of his pow- 
ers had a bad effect on the whole company. 2. [count] 
something that constricts: constrictions on his ability to 
get things done. 3. (count; usually singular] a feeling of 
tightness or squeezing: He was suffering from a constric- 
tion of the chest. 4. [noncount] the act of squeezing 
something: The boa kills its prey by constriction. See 
-STRICT-. 

con-stric-tor (kən strik/tar) /kan'striktor/ u. [count] a 
snake that kills by squeezing its prey. 

construct (v. kan strukt/; n. kon/strukt) /v. kan'strakt; 
n. 'konstrak v. [~ + obj) 1. to build or form by put- 
ting together parts: to construct a house from prefabri- 
cated parts. —n. [count] 2. something constructed or 
built. 3. a product of thought: a theoretical construct. 
—con-struc/tor, con-struct/er, 1. [count] See -stru-. 

con-struc-tion (kan struk/shan) /kon'strakfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act, process, or art of constructing: a 
building of solid construction. 2. [count] something con- 
structed; structure: What a complicated construction that 
table of yours is. 3. (uoncount] the occupation or indus- 
try of building: Can you make inoney itt construction? 4. 
[count] an arrangement of two or more words, phrases, 
or sentences in a grammatical unit: the past perfect con- 
struction. See -STRU-. 

con-struc-tion-ist (kən struk/sha nist) /kən'strakfənıst/ 
n. [count] a person who interprets laws or a constitution 
in a stated manner. —con-struc/tion-ism, n. (roucount] 

con-struc-tive (kən struk/tiv) /kon'straktiv/ adj. caus- 
ing or leading to development; helping to improve: con- 
structive criticism. —con-struc/tive-ly, adv. —con- 
struc/tive-ness, 1. [noncount] See -stRu-. 

con-strue (kan stroo/) /kan'struw/ v. [~ + obj + as + 
obj), -strued, -stru-ing. to explain the meaning of; inter- 
pret: My comments were incorrectly construed as criti- 
cism. —con-struca-bil-iety (kən stroo’a bili tē) 
/Kan,struwoa'bilitiy/ s. [noncount] —con-stru/a-ble, adj. 
—cone-stru/al, v. [noncount] —conestru/’er, n. [count] 
See -STRU-. 

con-sul (kon/sal) /'konsol/ n. [count] 1. an official ap- 
pointed by the government of a country to look after its 
interests and the welfare of its citizens in another coun- 
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try. 2. either of the two chief magistrates of the Roman 
republic. —con/su-lar, adj. —con/sul-ship’, n. non- 
count) 

con-su-late (kon/sa lit) /‘konsoalit/ nm. (count) 1. the 
place officially occupied by a consul. 2. the position, au- 
thority, or term of service of a consul. 

con-sult (kan sult’) /kan'salt/ v. 1. to seek guidance or 
information from: [~ + obj): Be sure to consult a lawyer. 
[~ + with + obj): Be sure to consult with a lawyer be- 
fore you do anything. 2. [~ + obj] to refer to (a book, 
etc.) for information: to consult a dictionary. 3. [no obj) 
to give professional or expert advice; serve or work as a 
consultant. —Syn. CONSULT, CONFER imply talking over a 
situation or a subject with someone. To consutT is to 
seek advice, opinions, or guidance from a qualified per- 
son or source: to consult with a financial analyst. To CON- 
FER is to exchange views, ideas, or information in a dis- 
cussion: The partners conferred about the decline in 
sales. 

con-sult-ant (kan sul/tnt) /kon'saltnt/ n. [count] a per- 
son who gives professional or expert advice: The com- 
pany hired a board of consultants. —con-sult/an-cy, n. 
[noncount) 

con-sul-ta-tion (kon/sa! ta’shan) /,konsol'teyfan/ n. 1. 
the act of consulting or of being consulted; discussion: 
[count]: After consultations with the carpenter, we rede- 
signed the kitchen. [noncount): The famous detective 
was called in for consultation on the case. 2. [count] a 
meeting, as between a doctor and patient, in which spe- 
cific problems are discussed. 

con-sul-tastive (kən sul/ta tiv) /kan'saltativ/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun] of or for consulting; advisory: a consultative 
committee. 

consume (kan soom/) /kan'suwm/ v., -sumed, -sum: 
ing. 1. (~ + obj] to use up; expend: The minivan con- 
sumes a lot of gas. 2. [~ + obj] to eat or drink up; de- 
vour: consumed several six-packs of beer. 3. [~ + obj] 
to destroy, as by burning: Fire consumed the forest. 4. 
[~ + obj) to keep the interest of; engross: / was con- 
sumed with curiosity. 5. [no obj] to use or use up con- 
sumer goods: /f consumers don't consume, then workers 
won't work. See -SUM-. 

con-sumeer (kan sdo/mar) /kan'suwmor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that consumes. 2. (in economics) a per- 
son or organization that buys something or uses a serv- 
ice: Have consumers lost confidence in the economy? 
—con-sum/er-ship’, n. [(noncount) 

con-sumereism (kan sdd/ma__riz/am) = /kon'suwm- 
a,rizom/ n. [noncount) 1. a movement for the protection 
of the consumer against defective products, etc.: The rise 
of consumerism has led to increased awareness of false 
advertising. 2. too much emphasis on the consumption 
of goods. —con-sum/er-ist, n. [count], adj. 
con-sum-mate (v. kon’sa mat’; adj. kan sum/it, kon/- 
sə mit) /v. 'konsa;meyt; adj. kan'samit, !konsamıt/ v., 
-mat-ed, -mat-ing, adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to bring to a 
state of perfection; fulfill: Her joy was consummated by 
winning the gold medal in the Olympics. 2. to bring to a 
state of completion, such as a business agreement; com- 
plete: At last we were able to consummate the deal. 3. to 
complete (the union of a marriage) by the first marital 
sexual intercourse. —adj. [before a noun] 4. complete or 
perfect; supremely skilled; superb: She was a consum- 
mate master of the violin. 5. of the highest or most ex- 
treme degree; utter: /t was a work of consummate Skill. 
—con-sum/mate-ly, adv. —con-sum-ma-tion (kon/sa- 
ma/shen) /,konsa'meyfan/ n. [noncount; count) —con/- 
sum-ma/’tor, n. [count] —con-sum-masto-ry (kan- 
sum/a tôr/ē, -tor/é) /kan'sama,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 
con-sump:tion (kən sump/shan) /kan'sampfoan/ n. 
[noncount)] 1. the act of consuming. 2. the amount con- 
sumed: the high consumption of gasoline. 3. the using 
up of goods and services: Conspicuous consumption is 
the public display of the experisive goods that one can 
afford to buy. 4. Older Use. tuberculosis of the lungs. 
See -SUM-. 

con-sump-tive (kan sump/tiv) /kan'samptiv/ adj. 1. 
suffering from or affected with consumption. —n. [count] 
2. Older Use. a person suffering from tuberculosis. See 
-SUM-. 

cont., an abbreviation of: 1. containing. 2. contents. 3. 
continent. 4. continental. 5. continue. 6. continued. 7. 
contract. 8. contraction. 

constact (kon/takt) /kontekt/ n. 1. [noncount) the act 
or state of touching or of being near enough to touch: 
The rear wheels lost contact witli the road. 2. (rioncount) 
the act or state of being in communication: The pilot of 
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the plane lost contact with the control tower. ia ae ls 
still in contact with my high school friends. 3. [count] a 
person who can gain access to favors, influential people, 
etc.: had a contact down at city hall. 4. (count) a part of 
an electric circuit that joins electric conductors, used for 
completing or interrupting a circuit: The reason for the 
power failure was that some contacts were worn and 
failed to complete a circuit. 5. [count] contact lens: She 
wears contacts. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to communicate with; 
get in touch with; reach: We'll contact you by phone. 
—con/tact-ee’, n. [count] —con-tac-tueal (kon tak- 
choo al) /kon'taktfuwal/ adj. See -TACT-. 

con/tact lens’, n. [count] either of a pair of small 
plastic disks that stay in place on the eye by surface ten- 
sion and are designed to correct vision defects. 

con-ta-gion (kən ta/jan) /kan'teyd3an/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the spread of disease by contact: /n an effort to slow con- 
tagion the authorities isolated from the public anyone 
suspected of having the disease. 2. [count] a disease so 
communicated. 3. [noncount] the quick spread of an 
idea, etc., among a group: affected by the contagion of 
hysteria sweeping the country. See -TACT-. 

con-ta-gious (kan ta/’jas) /kan'teyd3as/ adj. 1. (of a dis- 
ease) able to be spread by bodily contact with an infected 
person or object: contagious meningitis. 2. (of a person) 
carrying or spreading a contagious disease: Dont come 
near me; l'm still contagious. 3. tending to spread from 
person to person: contagious laughter. —con-ta’- 
gious-ly, adv. —con-ta’gious-ness, n. [noncount) 

con-tain (kan tan’) /kan'teyn/ v. (~ + obj) 1. [not: be 
+ ing] to hold or include within its volume or area: 
This glass contains water. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to have 
as contents or parts; include: That food contains sore 
dangerous chemicals. 3. (not: be + ~-ing] to be capable 
of holding; have capacity for: The bottle contained only a 
quart. 4. (not: be + ~-ing] to be equal to: A quart con- 
tains two pints. 5. to keep under proper control; restrain: 
He could not contain his amusement. 6. to prevent or 
hold back the advance, spread, or influence of: worked 
night and day to contain the epidemic. —conetain/a-ble, 
adj. See -TAIN-. —-Syn. CONTAIN, HOLD, and ACCOMMODATE 
express the idea that something is designed in such a 
way that something else can exist or be placed within it. 
CONTAIN refers to what is actually within a certain con- 
tainer. HOLD emphasizes the idea of keeping something 
within bounds; it refers also to the greatest amount or 
number that can be kept within a given container. ACCOM- 
MODATE means to contain comfortably or conveniently, or 
to meet the needs of a certain number. A plane that ac- 
commopates fifty passengers may be able to HoLo sixty, 
but at a given time may CONTAIN only thirty. See -TAIN-. 

con-taineer (kan ta/nar) /kan'teynar/ n. [count] 1. any- 
thing that contains or can contain something, as a car- 
ton. 2. a large, reusable box for keeping together smaller 
crates or cartons in a single shipment: The ships un- 
loaded the containers and the dock workers removed the 
crates from inside them. 

con-tain-ersieza-tion (kan ta/nar ə za/’shan) /kan,tey- 
nora'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] a method of shipping freight 
in similar, sealed, movable containers whose contents do 
not have to be unloaded at each point of transfer. 

con-tain-er-ize (kan ta/nea riz’) /kan'teyna,rayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -izeing. 1. to package by containerization. 2. 
to ship in containers. 

con-tainement (kan tan’ment) /kan'teynmont/ n. (non- 
count] the policy of holding back the spread of another 
country’s power or influence. 

con-tameienant (kən tam/’a nant) /kən'tæmənənt/ n. 
[count] something that contaminates: Somehow contam- 
inants had gotten into the town’s supply of drinking wa- 
ter. 

con-tam-i-nate (kan tam/a nat’) /kan'te2moa,neyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to make impure, harmful, 
or unusable by contact or mixture with something un- 
clean; pollute; taint: The oil spill contaminated the sea. 
2. to make (something) harmful by the addition of radio- 
active material: After the nuclear power plant accident, 
crops were badly contaminated in the area. —con-tamei+ 
na-ble (kan tam/a nə bal) /kən'tæmənəbəl/ adj. —con- 
tam/i-nat/ed, adj.: contaminated water supplies. —con+ 
tam-i-na-tion (kan tam/a na/shan) /kən,tæmə'neyfən/ n. 
(noncount): trying to prevent contamination of our water 
supplies. —con-tam/i-na/tor, n. [count] 

contd., an abbreviation of: continued. 

con-tem-plate (kontam plat’) /‘kontom,pleyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -plat-ed, -plat-ing. 1. to look at with continued at- 
tention; observe thoughtfully: The new students contem- 
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plated each other nervously. 2. to consider thoroughly; 
think about fully or deeply: contemplated the problem 
before he announced his decision. 3. to have in view as 
a purpose; intend: fo contemplate bribery. [~ + verb- 
ing): We contemplated buying a new car next year. 
—con/tem-pla’tor, n. [count] 

con-tem-pla-tion (kon/tem plā/shən) /,kontom'pleyfan/ 
n. [noncount] 1. the act of contemplating: The child re- 
sumed her contemplation of the squirrels outside her 
window. 2. the act of thinking deeply or fully about 
something: After a great deal of contemplation, he an- 
nounced his decision. 

con-tem-pla-tive (kən ten/ple tiv, kon/təm pla/tiv) 
/kan‘templativ, 'kontom,pleytiv/ adj. thoughtful; thinking 
deeply or fully: the contemplative tone of his speeches. 

con-tem-po-ra-sne-ous (kən tem/pa rā/nē as) /kon- 
itempa'reyniyos/ adj. living or occurring during the same 
period of time. —con-tem/po-ra/ne-ous-ly, adv. —con: 
tem/po-ra/ne-ous-ness, n. [noncount] See -TEMP-. 

con-tem-po-rar-y (kan tem/pə rer/é) /kan'tempo,reriy/ 
adj., n., pl. -rarsies. —adj. [before a noun) 1. existing, 
occurring, or living at the same time: Hitler was contem- 
porary with Mussolim. 2. of the present time; modern: 
contemporary architecture. —n. [count] 3. a person or 
thing belonging to the same time or period with another: 
Hemingway and Fitzgerald were contemporaries. 4. a 
person of the same age as another; a teenager and her 
contemporaries. —con-tem-porrar-isly (kən tem/pa- 
rer/a lē) /kon,tempo'reraliy/ adv. —con-tem/porrar’i- 
ness, n. [noncount] See -TEMP-. 

con-tempt (kən tempt’) /kan'tempt/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
lack of respect; scorn; disregard: She gave me a look of 
pure contempt. [in + ~]: He was held in contempt by his 
profession. 2. deliberate disobedience to, or open disre- 
spect for, the rules or orders of a court or legislative 
body: charged with contempt of court. —Syn. CONTEMPT, 
DISDAIN, SCORN imply strong feelings of disapproval and 
dislike toward what seems worthless. CONTEMPT is disap- 
proval with disgust: fo feel contempt for a weakling. Dis- 
DAIN is a feeling that a person or thing is beneath one’s 
dignity and unworthy of one’s notice, respect, or concern: 
a disdain for crooked dealing; a disdain for common 
people. scorn Carries with it the meaning of open or un- 
disguised contempt often combined with mocking or ridi- 
culing: He showed only scorn for those who were not as 
ambitious as himself. 

con-tempt-i-ble (kan temp/te bal) /kan'temptabal/ adj. 
worthy of, or held in, contempt. —con-tempt-i-bil-i-ty 
(kən temp’tə bili tē) /kan,tempta'bilitiy/ con-tempt/i- 
ble-ness, n. [noncount] —con-tempt/i-bly, adv. 
—Usage. See CONTEMPTUOUS. 

con-temp-tu-ous (kən temp/choo as) /kan'temptfuwas/ 
adj. showing or expressing contempt; scornful: contemp- 
tuous of those below him. —con-temp/tu-ous:ly, adv. 
—con-temp/tu-ous-ness, n. [noncount]) —Usage. con- 
TEMPTUOUS refers to a person or thing that shows con- 
tempt: a contemptuous look (= the look on the face 
Shows the person's contempt). CONTEMPTIBLE refers to the 
act or deed that is bad and dishonorable and that de- 
serves Our contempt: contemptible cowardice (= coward- 
ice that deserves our contempt). 

con-tend (kən tend’) /kon'tend/ v. 1. to struggle in 
competition; compete: [~ + for + obj]: to contend for 
first prize. [~ + againsUwith + obj]: She contended 
against the opposition. 2. [~ + that clause] to declare; 
assert Or say earnestly; claim: She contended that taxes 
were too high. —con-tend/er, n. [count]: He was a con- 
tender for the heavyweight crown. See -TEND-. 

con-tent! (kon/tent) /‘knntent/ n. 1. [count] Usually, 
contents. [p/iuraf] a. something contained: The contents 
of the box rattled after | dropped it. b. the topics covered 
in a book or document. c. the chapters of a book or doc- 
ument: a table of contents. 2. [noncount] something ex- 
pressed; meaning; substance: /t’s a clever play but it 
lacks content. 3. the amount of a substance contained: 
[noncount): high calcium content. (count; usually singu- 
lar): Those fruits have a high content of vitamin C. See 
-TEN-. 

con-tent? (kan tent’) /kan'tent/ adj. [be + ~] 1. satis- 
fied with what one is or has; contented: He was content 
and settled back to enjoy his life. 2. willing or resigned, 
as to do or accept something: He was not content with 
my answer, so | added a few more remarks. [~ + to + 
verb]: was content to let the matter drop. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to make content: These pleasures did not content me 
any longer. —n. [noncoint] 4. the state or feeling of be- 
ing contented: To her great content, the kids had cleaned 
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up their rooms. —con-tent/ly, adv. —con-tent/ness, n. 
{noncount] See -TEN-. 

con-tent-ed (kən ten/tid) /kan'tentid/ adj. satisfied; 
content. —con-tent/ed-ly, adv.: Sighing contentedly, 
she lay down for a nap. —con-tent/ed-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

con-ten-tion (kən ten/shən) /kan'tenfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a struggling in opposition; conflict: This is a bad 
time for contention, just before the wedding. 2. [non- 
count; often: noun + of + ~] disagreement in debate; 
dispute: The main point of contention was the school 
budget. 3. [count] an argument one puts forward; opin- 
ion or belief: /t’s my contention that we must consolidate 
our businesses. —Idiom. 4. be in contention, [non- 
count] to be competing, as for a job, etc.: He's in conten- 
tion for the position of manager. —con-ten/tious, adj. 
See -TEN-. 

con-tent-ment (kan tent/mant) /kon'tentmoant/ n. [non- 
count] the state of being contented; satisfaction: a smile 
of pure contentment. 

con-test (n. kon/test; v. kən test’) /n. Ikpntest; v. 
ken'test/ n. [count] 1. a. a competition between rivals: 
She won the beauty contest. b. a struggle for victory: a 
bitter contest of wills. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to struggle or 
fight for, as in battle, etc.: They were contesting the 10th 
district Congressional seat. 3. to arque against: dispute: 
fo contest a will. 4. to object to; challenge: They con- 
tested his nght to speak. —con-test/a-ble, adj. —con- 
test/a-ble-ness, n. [noncount] —con-test/a-bly, adv. 
—con-test/er, n. [count] See -TEST-. 

con-test-ant (kan tes/tant) /kan'testont/ n. [count] a 
person who takes part in a contest or competition: A/I the 
contestants are winners in the Olympics. 

con-text (kon/tekst) /‘'kontekst/ n. 1. the parts of a 
Statement that come before or follow a word or passage 
and influence its meaning or effect: [count]: They tried to 
guess from the context what the message meant. [non- 
count): What he said was taken out of context and was 
completely misunderstood. 2. [count] the facts that sur- 
round a particular event, etc.: We need to understand the 
whole context of the struggle in the Middle East. —cone 
textural (kən teks/choo al) /kon'tekstfuwal/ adj.: con- 
textual circumstances. 

con-tig-u-ous (kan tig’yod əs) /kan'tigyuwas/ adj. 1. a. 
touching; in contact. b. being close without touching; 
near. 2. adjacent in time: contiguous events. —con-tig’- 
u-ous-ly, adv. —con-tig’/u-ous-ness, n. [noncount] See 
-TACT-. 

con-ti-nent (kon/tn ant) /‘kontnont/ n. 1. [count] one of 
the seven main masses of land on the earth: Europe, 
Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Australia, and 
Antarctica. 2. the Continent, [proper noun; the + ~ 
the mainland of Europe, as distinguished from the British 
Isles. See -TEN-. 

consti-nen-tal (kon/tn en/tl) /,kontn'entl/ adj. 1. [before 
a noun] of, coming from, or typical of a continent: a con- 
tinental climate. 2. (often: before a noun; usually: Conti- 
nental] of or relating to the mainland of Europe, to Euro- 
peans, or to European customs and attitudes: 
Continental Europe has seen too many modern wars. 3. 
[often: before a noun; Continental] of or relating to the 
13 American colonies during and immediately after the 
American Revolution. 4. [before a noun) of or relating to 
the continent of North America: Postage is free within the 
continental U.S. —n. [count] 5. [Continental] a soldier in 
the American army during the American Revolution. 6. 
(usually: Continental] a person living in the mainland of 
Europe. —con/’ti-nen/talely, adv. 

con’ti-nen/tal break/fast, n. a light breakfast served 
in hotels: [count]: a continental breakfast of birttered 
toast and coffee. [noncount]: a room with continental 
breakfast included. 

con/tinen/tal drift’, n. [nonconnt] the sideways 
movement of continents resulting from the motion of the 
earth's Crust. 

con/tinen/tal shelf’, n. [count] the part of a continent 
that is under water in shallow seas. 

con-tin-gen-cy (kan tin’jan sé) /kon'tind3onsiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -cies. a chance or possibility that might oc- 
cur: They were prepared with a plan for every contin- 
gency. 

con-tin-gent (kan tin/jant) /kon'tind3ont/ adj. [be + ~ 
+ on] 1. dependent on something else; conditional: The 
plans for an outdoor wedding were contingent on the 
weather. —n. [count] 2. a group of soldiers, ships, etc., 
assembled to help a larger force: His contingent was sent 
to Saudi Arabia. 3. any one of the groups that make up a 
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larger group: The gay and lesbian contingent of the pa- 
rade was finally allowed to march. —con-tin/gentely, 
adv. 

con-tin-ueal (kan tin/ydo al) /kan'tinyuwal/ adj. 1. hap- 
pening regularly or frequently: continual bus departures. 
2. happening without much interruption: the continual 
rain all through April and May. —conetin/uealely, adv. 
—Usage. Use continual for actions that are repeated 
frequently or occur over and over again (especially 
actions that are annoying): The dog's continual barking 
was driving me nuts. The word continuous is used for 
actions that keep going and do not stop: The world of 
that novel was one long continuous war, between Easta- 
sia and Oceania, or Eurasia and Oceania, it never mat- 
tered which. 

con-tin-ueance (kan tin’yoo ans) /kan'tinyuwons/ n. 1. 
[noncount) the fact of continuing. 2. [count] adjourn- 
ment of a legal proceeding to a future day: The judge 
granted a continuance to give the lawyer time to prepare 
her defense. 

con-tin-ueaetion (kən tin’yoo a’shan) /kən,tın- 
yuw'eyfon/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of continuing or the 
state of being continued: continuation of the same tired 
old policies. 2. [count] something that continues a pre- 
ceding thing by being of the same or a similar kind: A 
continuation of the old series will be broadcast on Chan- 
nel 13 next year. 

con-tin-ue (kan tin’yoo) /kon'tinyuw/ v., -ued, -uring. 1. 
to (cause to) go on without interruption, as in some 
course or action: [no obj]: The road continues for three 
miles. (~ + obj]: The army continued the battle for an- 
other three weeks. 2. to (cause to) go on after interrupt- 
ing; resume: (no obj): He continued with his work after 
dinner. {~ + obj]: He continued his work after dinner. 3 
to (cause to) last long or endure: [no obj): The strike 
continued for two months. (~ + obj]: The union voted to 
continue the strike for two months. 4. [no obj; ~ + as + 
noun] to remain in a particular state, position, etc.: He 
agreed to continue as commander. 5. to keep on with; 
persist (in): [~ + verb-ing]. She sat up and continued 
reading. [~ + to + verb): She sat up and continued to 
read. 6. {used with quotations] to keep talking from the 
point of stopping or being interrupted: “Pay no attention 
to the man behind the curtain,” he continued. 
—Related Words. continue is a verb, CONTINUOUS is an 
adjective, contiNuITY is a noun: / continued to try harder. 
There was a continuous line of cars on the road. There 
was no continuity at work because the rules were always 
changing. ——Syn. CONTINUE, ENDURE, PERSIST, LAST all 
have the meaning “existing without interruption for some 
lengthy period of time.” continue implies going On or ex- 
isting without a break or an interruption: The rain contin- 
ued for two days. ENDURE, used of people or things, im- 
plies steady continuing despite influences that tend to 
weaken, get in the way, or destroy: The temple has en- 
dured for centuries. persist implies an ability to go on 
longer than expected while facing opposition: to persist 
in an unpopular belief. cast implies remaining in good 
condition or having an adequate supply: / hope the liquor 
lasts until the end of the party. 

constienusisty (kon/tn 00/1 tē, - yoo’-) /,kontn'uwitiy, 
-'yuw-/ n. [noncount] 1. the state or quality of being 
smoothly continuous and uninterrupted: The U.S. has en- 
joyed political continuity since the Civil War. 2. the condi- 
tion in a motion-picture scene in which all details of the 
action, speaking, effects, etc., follow one another 
smoothly: The scene had fluidity and continuity. 
con-tin-ueous (kən tin’yoo as) /kan'tinyuwas/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun) uninterrupted in time; without stopping: 
continuous noise during the movie. 2. [before a noun) 
being in immediate connection in space: one continous 
line of dancers. 3. pRoGREsSivE (def. 7).: Some verbs, like 
contain, don't take the continuous tense for all meanings. 
—contin’u-ous-ly, adv. —con-tin’u-ous-ness, 1. (non- 
count) Usage. See CONTINUAL. 

con-tineueum (kən tin’yoo am) /kan'tinyuwam/ n. 
[count], pl. -tin-uea (-tin’yoo Ə) /-'tinyuwo/. a continuous 
extent, series, or number of things together as a whole, 
but with no noticeable division into parts: the space-time 
continuum. 

con-tort (kən tort’) /kan'tort/ v. to (cause to) become 
twisted, bent, or strained: [no obj]: His face coritorted 
with rage. [~ + obj]: Anger contorted his face. See 
-TORT-. 

con-tor-tion (kon tor’shan) /kon'torfan/ nm. 1. [non- 
count) the act or process of contorting or the state of be- 
ing contorted. 2. [count] an example of twisting or con- 
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torting: The contortions some people put their bodies 
through on those exercise machines, just to get in shape! 

con-tor-tion-ist (kan tér’sha nist) /kon'torfanist/ n. 
[count] a person who performs gymnastic feats involving 
contorted positions. —con-tor’tion-is/tic, adj. 

con-tour (kon/todr) /‘kontur/ n. [count] 1. the outline of 
a figure or body: That chair is comfortable because it fol- 
lows the contour of the body. 2. CONTOUR LINE. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to mold or shape so as to fit a certain form: The 
airplane seats were carefully contoured for maximum 
comfort. —adj. [before a noun] 4. shaped to fit a particu- 
lar form: contour sheets for a mattress. 5. of or relating 
to a system of plowing and cultivating hilly land along the 
natural contours of the slopes to prevent the runoff of 
water and soil erosion. 

con/tour line’, n. (count) a line on a map that repre- 
sents the location of points at the same elevation: saw 
from the contour lines that we had several hundred more 
feet to climb. 

contr., an abbreviation of: 1. contract. 2. contraction. 3. 
control. 4. controller. 

contra-, prefix. contra- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “against, opposite, opposing.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: CONTRABAND, CONTRACEPTION, 
CONTRADICT, CONTRARY. 

con-trasband (kon/tra band’) /'kontra,bend/ n. [non- 
count) 1. anything prohibited by law from being im- 
ported or exported; goods imported or exported illegally. 
—adj. {before a noun] 2. prohibited from export or im- 
port: contraband furs. 

con-tra-cep-tion (kon/tra sep’shan) /,kontra'sepfan/ n. 
[noncount] the prevention of pregnancy by various 
drugs, techniques, or devices; birth control. See -ceP-. 

con-tract (n., adj., and usually for v. 8 kon/trakt; other- 
wise v. kən trakt?) /n., adj., and usually for v. 8 'ko- 
ntrakt; otherwise v. ken'trekt’ n. 1. an agreement be- 
tween two or more parties for the doing or not doing of 
something specified, or the written form of such an 
agreement: [count]: The ballplayer signed another mul- 
timillion-dollar contract. [noncount; often: under + 7): 
I'm under contract to finish the work by June of next 
year. 2. [count] Slang. an arrangement for a hired assas- 
sin to kill a specific person: They had a contract out on 
the rival mobster. —adj. (before a noun] 3. under con- 
tract; arranged by special contract: a contract freight car- 
rier. —v. 4 to draw together or (cause to) be smaller; 
draw the parts (of) together: [no obj]: Her pupils con- 
tracted in the bright light. {~ + obj): The nerves fire and 
contract the muscle. 5. [~ + obj] to shorten (a word, 
etc.) by combining or omitting some of its elements: The 
word will is contracted to ‘\l in the word she'll. 6. [~ + 
obj] to get (an illness), as by exposure to something con- 
tagious: Several children contracted Lyme disease. 7. [~ 
+ obj] to get (a debt) as an obligation; incur: to contract 
a debt. 8. to enter into an agreement with (someone), as 
to do work by formal contract: [~ + obj]: We contracted 
outside workers who would do the job. [~ + with + 
obj): We contracted with nonunion workers to do the job. 
[~ + to + verb]: We contracted to do the job. [~ + obj 
+ to + verb]: We contracted a freelancer to do the work. 
—con’tract-ee’, n. [count] —con-tract/i-ble, adj. 
—con-tracetile (kan trak/tl) /kan'traektl/ adj. See -TRAC-. 

con-trac-tion (kən trak’shan) /kon'trekfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an act or instance of contracting: a contraction of 
about two inches in the cold weather. 2. [noncount) the 
quality or state of being contracted: the problem of con- 
traction in the cold. 3. [count] a shortened form of a 
word or group of words, with the letters that were left out 
often replaced in written English by an apostrophe, such 
as isn't for is not, theyre for they are, or e'er for ever. 4. 
[noncount) a decrease in economic and industrial activity 
(opposed to expansion): Another six months of contrac- 
tion and we'll have a real recession on our hands. See 
-TRAC-. —Usage. Contractions (isn’t, couldn't, cant, 
he'll) occur chiefly, although not exclusively, in informal 
speech and writing. They are common in personal 
letters, business letters, journalism, and fiction; rare in 
scientific and scholarly writing. See -TRAC-. 

con-trac-tor (kon/trak tar, ken trak/ter) /‘kontraktor, 
kən'træktər/ n. [count] 1. a person who enters into a 
contract to provide supplies or perform work at a certain 
price, esp. in construction. 2. something that contracts, 
esp. a muscle. 

con-trac-tueal (kən trak’chdo al) /kən'træktfuwəl/ adj. 
{before a noun] being, including, or in the form of a writ- 
ten or agreed contract: They have a contractual agree- 
mient to sell the product. 
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con-tra-dict (kon/tra dikt) /,kontra'dikt/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to say the opposite of: She always contradicted me. 2. 
to imply that the opposite of (something) is true: His des- 
picable way of life contradicts his lofty stated principles. 
—con/’tra-dict/a-ble, adj. —con/tra-dict/er, con’tra- 
dic/tor, n. [count] See -oict-. 

con-tra-dic-tion (kon/tra dik’shan) /,kontra'dikfan/_n. 
1. [noncount; often: in + ~ + to + obj] the act or fact 
of contradicting: This is in complete contradiction to what 
you said before. 2. [count] something that contradicts: 
Saying that someone is fat and also skinny seems to be a 
contradiction. See -pict-. 

con-tra-dic-to-ry (kon/tra dik/te rē) /,kontra'dikta riy/ 
adj. involving contradiction; opposing or inconsistent: 
contradictory opinions. 

conetra-in-di-cate (kon/tra in/di kat/) /ko- 
ntra'indi,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-eed, -cat-ing. to make 
(a medical procedure, etc.) something to be advised 
against: That problem of congestion in the lungs contra- 
indicates the use of anesthesia. —con-tra-in-di-ca-tion 
(kon/’tra in’di ka’shan) /,kontra,indi'keyfan/ n. [count] 

con-tral-to (kan tral/t6) /kon'treltow/ m. [count], pl. 
-tos. 1. the lowest female voice or voice part. 2. a singer 
with a contralto voice. 

con-trap-tion (kan trap’shan) /kən'træpfən/ n. [count] 
an odd or strange-looking machine: That contraption 
looks like a sewing machine hooked up to a bicycle. 

con-tra-punstal (kontra pun/tl) /|kontra'pantl/ adj. 
[before a noun] 1. of, relating to, or involving musical 
counterpoint. 2. made up of two or more relatively inde- 
pendent melodies sounded together. —con/tra-pun/- 
tal-ly, adv. 

constrar-iewise (kon/trer @ wiz’) /‘kontreriy,wayz/ adv. 
1. in the opposite direction or way. 2. on the contrary; in 
direct opposition. 

con-trar-y (kon/trer @; for 3 also kan trar’é) /‘kontreriy; 
for 3 also kan'treariy/ adj., n., pl. -ies, prep. —adj. 1. 
opposite in nature or character; opposed: Those opinions 
are contrary to fact. 2. [sometimes: after a noun] oppo- 
site in desired direction; unfavorable: contrary winds. 3. 
unreasonable; constantly disagreeing; stubbornly op- 
posed: Many two-year-olds enjoy being contrary. —n. 
[count] 4. something contrary or opposite; either of two 
contrary things. —prep. 5. contrary to, [~ + to + obj] 
in opposition; in an opposite manner or way; counter: to 
act contrary to one’s principles. —-Idiom. 6. on the 
contrary, [noncount] (used after some other statement) 
in opposition to what has been stated: “You'll be home at 
five.” “On the contrary, I'll be lucky to get home by ten.” 
7. to the contrary, [noncount] to the opposite effect: / 
do care, whatever you may say to the contrary. —cone 
trar-iely (kon/trer a lē, kən trar’-) /'kontreroliy, 
kon'treor-/ adv. —con/trar-i-ness, n. [noncount] 

con-trast (v. kan trast’, kon/trast; n. kon/trast) /v. 
ken'trest, 'kontreast; n. 'kontræst/ v. 1. [~ + obj + 
and/with + obj] to compare in order to show differences: 
In the essay you have to contrast your hometown’s trans- 
portation system with that of a big city system. 2. [~ + 
with + obj) to form a contrast: The singers soothing 
voice contrasts with her wild appearance. —n. 3. [non- 
count; often: in + ~ + with] the act of contrasting or the 
State of being contrasted: /n contrast with your views, the 
president believes just the opposite. 4. [count] a striking 
difference between two things: a big contrast in views be- 
tween the two opponents. 5. [count] a person or thing 
that is strikingly unlike another in comparison: a great 
contrast between the first candidate and the second. 
—con-trast/inge-ly, adv. 

con-tra-vene (kon/tra vén’) /,kontra'viyn/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vened, -ven-ing. 1. to come or be in conflict with; op- 
pose: to contravene a statement. 2. to act against; vio- 
late: contravened the law of the tribe. See -vEN-. 

con-tre-temps (kon/tra tan’) /kontra,ta/ n. [count], pl. 
-temps (-tanz’) /-,taz/. an embarrassing accident or disa- 
greement. See -TEMP-. 

contrib., an abbreviation of: 1. contribution. 2. contrib- 
utor. 

con-trib-ute (kən trib/yööt) /kon'tribyuwt/ v., -ut-ed, 
-ut-ing. 1. to give (money, etc.) with others, as to a com- 
mon fund: [no obj): Can you contribute toward the pres- 
ent were getting him? [~ + obj): What can you contrib- 
ute to help the poor? 2. to provide (an article, etc.) for 
publication: [no obj]: Our editor contributes regularly to 
that magazine. [~ + obj): My wife contributes poetry to 
that journal. —Idiom. 3. contribute to, [~ + to + 
obj] to be an important factor in; lead to: asserted that 
smoking contributes to cancer. —constrib/ustive, adj. 
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—con-trib/u-tive-ly, adv. —con-trib/u-tor, n. [count] 
—con-trib-u-toery (kan trib’ya tore, -t0r/é) 
/kon'tribya,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. [before a noun] 

constri-bu-tion (kon/tra bydo’shan) /,kontra'byuwfan/ 
n. 1. [noncount] the act of contributing. 2. [count] 
something contributed: made several contributions to the 
meeting. 3. [count] a piece of writing or a drawing pro- 
vided for publication: This issue features contributions 
from two of the most respected scientists in the world. 

con-trite (kan trit, kon/trit) /kon'trayt, 'kontrayt/ adj. 
filled with, or showing, a sense of guilt and the desire to 
make up for some wrongdoing: a coritrite sinner. —cone 
trite/ly, adv. —con-trite/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

con-triveance (kən tri/vans) /kon'trayvans/ n. 1. 
[count] something contrived, esp. a mechanical device: 
The strange contrivance actually worked and people be- 
gan to trust it. 2. [noncount] the act or manner of con- 
triving: His life of contrivance finally caught up with him 
when he tried to trick the saine person twice. 3. [count] 
a plan or scheme: The challenger’s pledge was just a 
contrivance to get elected. 

contrive (kan triv’) /kon'trayv/ v., -trived, -triv-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to plan with great cleverness; figure out; in- 
vent: They managed to contrive a means of escape. 2. 
[~ + to + verb] to bring about by a plan, scheme, etc.; 
find a way to do something, esp. by scheming: He con- 
trived to gain their votes. —con-triv/er, n. [count] 

conetrived (kan trivd’) /kon'trayvd/ adj. 1. planned: Her 
supposedly chance and accidental meeting with me was 
actually a contrived one. 2. awkward, unnatural, and 
forced: The way you ended your essay was a bit con- 
trived. 

con-trol (kan trol’) /kan'trowl/ v., -trolled, -trol-ling, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to regulate, govern, or command; man- 
age: The pilot controlled the plane from the cockpit. 2. 
to hold (something) in check; hold (something) back: to 
control one's emotions. 3. to prevent the spread of: The 
firefighters worked to control the forest fire. —n. 4. [non- 
count] the act or power of controlling: Who has control 
over the newspaper now? 5. [noncount] check or re- 
straint: My anger was under control. 6. [count] a person 
who acts as a check; controller. 7. controls, [plural an 
arrangement of devices, such as switches, for regulating 
or directing the operation of a machine: The controls are 
easy to understand and within easy reach of the driver. 
—Idiom. 8. at the controls, in charge of; managing; 
directing: /s anyone at the controls at headquarters? 
—con-trol/la-ble, adj.: At this point the problem is still 
controllable. —constrol/lasbly, adv. —con-trol/ling, 
adj. [before a noun): has a controlling interest in the 
company. 

con-trol-ler (kən trō/lər) /kən'trowlər/ n. [count] 1. a 
government official or an officer of a business firm in 
charge of financial accounts and transactions; comptrol- 
ler: The state controller decided that contributions to the 
pension fund would stop. 2. a person who regulates or 
restrains. 3. a regulating mechanism; governor. —con- 
trol/lersship’, n. [noncourit] 

con-tro-ver-sial (kon’tra vir/shal, -sē al) /,ko- 
ntra'varfol, -siyal/ adj. 1. of, characterized by, or subject 
to controversy: a controversial decision to give the rapist 
probation and not a jail terin. 2. enjoying controversy; 
eager to engage in controversy: a controversial figure in 
politics. —con/tro-ver’sial-ly, adv. See -vert-. 

con-tro-verssy (kon/’tra vir/sé) /‘'kontra,v3rsiy/ n., pl. 
-sies. a fierce and long public dispute concerning a mat- 
ter of opinion; argument: [count]: A new controversy 
arose regarding the politician's finances. [noncount): 
Everywhere he went, in everything he did, he created 
controversy. See -vERT-. 

conetuse (kan tooz’, -tyooz’) /kan'tuwz, -'tyuwz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -tused, -tus-ing. to injure (tissue), esp. without 
breaking the skin; bruise. —con-tussive (kən -tdd/siv, 
-tyoo’-) /kon-'tuwsiv, -'tyuw-/ adj. 

con-tuesion (kan td0/zhan, = -tydo’-)_— /kan'tuw3an, 
-'tyuw-/ n. [count] an injury to the skin but without 
breaking the skin; bruise: escaped from the accident with 
only a few contusions. 

conundrum (ka nun/dram) /ko'nandrany/ n. [count] 1. 
a riddle whose answer involves a pun. 2. anything that 
puzzles. 

con-ursba-tion (kon/ar ba/shan) /,konar'beyfan/ n. 
[Count] a large urban area, resulting from the expansion 
of several cities into each other: The different towns in 
the conurbation maintained their separate identities. See 
-URB-. 

con-va-lesce (kon/va les’) /,konva'les/ v. [no obj], 
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-lesced, -lesc-ing. to recover health and strength after 
illness: He needed a few weeks to corvalesce at honie. 

con-va-les-cence (kon/va les’ans) /,konva'lesans/ n. 1. 
[noncount] an act or instance of convalescing: Get plenty 
of rest during convalescence. 2. [count] the amount of 
time needed for convalescing: a convalescence of only a 
couple of weeks. 

con-va-les-cent (kon/va les’ant) /,konva'lesont/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who is convalescing. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. of or relating to convalescence: convalescent 
leave. 

con-vec-tion (kan vek/shen) /kon'vekfan/ n. [ponconnt) 
the transfer of heat by the circulation of heated liquid or 
gas: Does a room's radiator get its heat by convection? 
—con-vec/tion-al, adj. 

con-vene (kən vén/) /kon'viyn/ v., -vened, -ven-ing. to 
(cause to) assemble or come together for a meeting: [no 
obj): The meeting convened at 3:00 p.m. [~ + obj): The 
chair convened the meeting at 3:00 p.m. —con-ven/a- 
ble, adj. —con-ven/er, con-ve/nor, n. [count] See 
-VEN-. 

con-ven-ience (kən vén/’yans) /kon’viynyans/ m 1. 
[noncount the quality of being convenient: For conven- 
ience, let’s refer to this book as “the dictionary” instead 
of using its full name. 2. (count) anything, such as an 
appliance, that saves or simplifies work: Your apartrnent 
will have all the modern conveniences. 3. (noncount] a 
convenient situation or time: Please schedule a meeting 
at your earliest convenience (= as soon as possible). 4. 
[noricount] advantage or accommodation; comfort: 
Shopping bags are for the customers’ convenience. 5. 
[count] Chiefly Brit. lavatory. —adj. (before a noun) 6. 
[sometimes used before other words to form adjectives 
that refer to easy use of the thing named] easy to obtain, 
use, or reach; made for convenience: convenience-size 
packages of food; convenience foods. See -VEN-. 

con-ven-ient (kan vén/yant) /kan'viynyant/ adj. 1. suit- 
able or agreeable to the purpose; useful; helpful: Public 
transportation is very convenient. 2. near or at hand; 
easily reached; accessible: The new hornes are conven- 
ient to all transportation. 3. (before a noun) happening 
to be near and useful at a particular moment: They sat 
down on a convenient ledge and looked out over the sea. 
—con-ven/ient-ly, adv.: conveniently located only 
minutes from the train station, See -ven-. —Related 
Words. CONVENIENT is an adjective, CONVENIENTLY iS an ad- 
verb, CONVENIENCE is a noun: The store is very corivenient 
because it is right down the street. The store is conven- 
iently located right down the street. Modern conveniences 
like running water and electricity were like magic to 
them. 

con-vent (kon/vent, -vant) /‘konvent, -vant/ n. [count] 
1. a community of people, esp. nuns, devoted to reli- 
gious life under a superior. 2. the building or buildings 
occupied by such a community. See -VEN-. 
con-ven-tion (kən ven/shən) /kon'venfan/ n. 1. [count] 
a formal meeting to discuss matters of concern: a con- 
vention of lawyers. 2. (count) an assembly of delegates 
of a political party to nominate candidates and adopt 
party rules and decisions: tlie Democratic convention. 3. 
[count] a practice established by usage; custom: /t is a 
mapmaker's convention to show north at the top of a 
map. 4. [nogcount) general agreement; accepted usage, 
esp. of procedure: The youth of the sixties were fighting 
against convention. See -VEN-. 

con-ven-tion-al (kən ven/sha nl) /kan'venfonl/ adj. 1. 
conforming to or following accepted standards: corven- 
tional behavior. 2. (usually: before a noun) of or relating 
to accepted usage; traditional: conventional synibols in 
pliysics for various quatitities, like “c” for the speed of 
light. 3. ordinary rather than original: conventional arid 
boring writing. 4. (before a nonn) not using nuclear 
weapons or energy; nonnuclear: corveritiorial warfare. 
—con-ven/tion-al-ly, adv. See -vEn-. 
con-ven-tion-eer (kan ven/sha nér’) /kon,venfa'niar/ n. 
([count] a person who participates in a convention. 
con-verge (kən vurj’) /kon'vard3/ v., -verged, -verg- 
ing. 1. to tend to meet at a point: [no Obj]: The train 
lines converge in this one small area. (~ + obj): The 
lernis converges the light rays to this one point. 2. [~ + 
on + obj] to rush together in one place; gather all at 
once: Tlie reporters converged on the star as slie 
stepped out of the limousine. 3. [no obj) to develop to- 
ward a common result: Our political views, at first widely 
different, later begat to converge. —con-ver/gence, 1. 
[conrit]: a convergence of opinions. [norconnt): societies 
facing cultural convergence as worldwide communication 
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expands. —con-ver/gent, adj.: convergent views. See 
-VERG-. 

con-veresant (ken vůr/sənt, kon/ver-) /kon'varsont, 
'konvor-/ adj. [be + ~ + with + obj] familiar with 
something by use or study; knowledgeable: conversant 
with Spanish history. —con-ver/sance, con-ver/san-cy, 
n. {noncount] See -vERT-. 

con-ver-sa-tion (kon/var sa/shan) /,konvor'seyfon/ n. 
1. [noncount) informal talk; oral communication between 
people: hadn't mastered the art of conversation at cock- 
tail parties. 2. (count) an instance of this: jong conversa- 
tions on the phone. See -VERT-. 

con-veresa-tioneal (kon/var sa’shen al) = /,kon- 
vor'seyfanol/ adj. [before a noun] of or relating to con- 
versation or a conversation: /t’s a conversational conven- 
tion not to interrupt someone telling a joke. —con/ver- 
sa/tion-alely, adv. See -veRT-. —-Syn. See COLLOQUIAL. 

con-ver-sastion-al*ist (kon/ver sā/shə nl ist) /,kon- 
vor'seyfonlist/ n. [count] a person who enjoys and con- 
tributes to good conversation. 

conversa/tion piece’, n. [count] any object that 
arouses comment because of some striking quality. 

con-verse! (kan vurs/) /kon'vars/ v. [no obj; often: ~ + 
with + obj], -versed, -vers-ing. to engage in conversa- 
tion: They were seen conversing for a few minutes and 
then leaving together. See -VERT-. 

con-verse? (adj. kan vurs’, kon/vůrs; n. kon/vurs) /adj. 
kon'vars, 'konvars; n. |Konvs3rs/ adj. (before a noun) 1. 
opposite or contrary in direction, action, sequence, etc.; 
turned around: They hold converse views on the matter 
of abortion. —n. (count; singular; often: the + q) 2. 
something opposite or contrary: You say we'll win but ł 
believe the converse is true. —con-verse/ly, adv. See 
-VERT-. 

con-ver-sion (kan viir/zhan, -shan) /kon'v3r3an, -fon/ n. 
1. [noricount) the act or process of converting or the 
state of being converted: chemical conversion. 2. change 
from one belief, etc., to another: [count]: a political con- 
version from one party to another. [noncount): People 
doubt the sincerity of his conversion to supply-side eco- 
nomics. 3. [noncount] a change of one kind of compo- 
nent for another: conversion from oil heat to gas heat. 4. 
[count] the making of an additional score in football or 
basketball. See -VERT-. 

con-vert (v. kan vurt/; n. kon/virt) /v. kən'v3rt; n. 
'konvart/ v. 1. to change into something of different 
form or properties; transform: [~ + obj]: Electricity is 
converted into heat to warm the room. (no obj): The 
agent's pen converts to a radio receiver and transmitter. 
2. to (cause to) adopt a different belief, etc.: [no obj): My 
Methodist father converted when he married my Catholic 
mother. (~ + to + obj): He converted to Judaism. [~ + 
obj (+ to + obj)): St. Patrick converted Ireland to Christi- 
anity. 3. [~ + obj + (in)to + obj] to turn to another use 
or purpose: They wanted to convert the study into a 
nursery. 4. [~ + obj + (in)to + obj) to obtain an equiv- 
alent value for in an exchange or calculation, such as 
money or units of measurement: to convert yards into 
meters; to convert French francs to American dollars. 5. 
[~ + obj + (injto + obj) to cause (a substance) to un- 
dergo a chemical change: fo convert sugar into alcohol. 
6. [no obj] to make a conversion in football or basket- 
ball. —#. [count] 7. a person who has been converted. 
See -VERT-. 

con-ver-ter (kən vur/tar) /kon'vartor/ n. [count] a de- 
vice for converting something to another form: We 
needed a converter in Europe to run our American tape 
recorder because the electric current is different there. 

con-vert-i-ble (kən vur/ta bal) /kən'v3rtəbəl/ adj. 1. ca- 
pable of being converted: This piece is convertible to a 
lawn chair or a chaise longue. 2. having a folding top, 
such as an automobile. 3. exchangeable for something 
of equal value: a convertible currency. 4. having a seat 
that folds out for use as a bed: a convertible sofa. —n. 
[connt] 5. an automobile or boat with a folding top. 6. a 
convertible sofa. —con-vert-i-bil-iety (kan vur/te bili tē) 
/kon,varta'bilitiy/ n. [noncoung 

conevex (kon veks’) /kon'veks/ adj. curved or rounded 
outward like the outside of a circle or sphere. Compare 
CONCAVE. —con-vex/ly, adv. 

convey (kan va’) /kon'vey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to take from 
one place to another; transport: They conveyed the cargo 
to the battlefront. 2. to communicate; tell; make known: 
to convey a message. 3. to lead or conduct, such as a 
channel or medium; transmit: to convey electric power 
from a generating station. —con-vey/’a-ble, adj. —con: 
vey/’or, con-vey/er, n. [count] 
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con-vey-ance (kan va/ans) /kon'veyons/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of conveying: the conveyance of a imnes- 
sage. 2. [count] a means of transporting, esp. a vehicle. 

convey/or belt’, n. [count] a continuous belt or chain 
for carrying materials or objects short distances. 

convict (v. kan vikt’; n. kon/vikt) /v. ken! vikt: n. 
'konvikt/ v. 1. to prove or declare (someone) guilty of 
an offense, esp. after a legal trial: [~ + obj): The defend- 
ant was convicted and sent to jail. [~ + obj + of + obj): 
The jury convicted him of murder. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son found guilty of a crime and serving a sentence in 
prison. See -vict-. 

con-vicetion (kan vik/shan) /kon'vikfon/ n. 1. a. [non- 
count) firm belief: He spoke with conviction and sincerity. 
b. [count] a fixed or firm belief: He has no convictions, so 
he'll do anything for money. 2. a. [count] the declara- 
tion, as by a jury, that someone is guilty of breaking the 
law or committing a crime. b. [noncount] the sentence 
one must serve for being declared guilty: conviction was 
for five years. 

convince (kan vins’) /kon'vins/ v., -vinced, -vine-ing. 
1. to cause (someone) to believe in, or agree to, some- 
thing by using argument: [~ + obj + of + obj]: The 
prosecutor could not convince the jurors of the defend- 
ant’s guilt. [~ + obj + (that) clause): could not convince 
the jurors that the defendant was guilty. 2. [~ + obj + 
fo + verb] to persuade; coax: We finally convinced them 
fo stay. —con-vine/er, n. [count] —con-vine-i-bil-i-ty 
(kan vin’sa bili tē) /kon,vinsa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount 
—con-vin/ci-ble, adj. See -vinc-. 

convinced (kan vinst’) /kon'vinst/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + 
of + obj] made certain by persuasion: She was con- 
vinced of my innocence. 2. [before a noun) believing in 
something fully or completely: a convinced atheist. 
—con-vine-edely (kan vin/sid lé) /kan'vinsidliy/ adv. 

convincing (kan vin/sing) /kan'vinsin/ adj. [some- 
times: after a noun] causing belief in or acceptance of 
something: a convincing performance as Lady Macbeth. 
—con-vin/cingly, adv.: She argued convincingly for 
money for edircation. 

con-viv-ical (kan vive al) /kən'vıviyəl/ adj. 1. friendly; 
agreeable: a convivial atmosphere. 2. fond of feasting 
and company; jovial: convivial guests. —con-viv-ieal-i-ty 
(kan vive ali tē) /kon,viviy'alitiy/ n. [noncount] —con- 
viv/iealely, adv. See -viv-. 

con-vorcastion (kon’va ka/shan) /,konvo'keyfan/ n. 1. 
{[noncount] the act of convoking. 2. [count] a group of 
people called together: The school year began with a 
general convocation in the auditorium. —con/vo-ca/- 
tioneal, adj. See -voc-. 

con-voke (kan vok/) /kon'vowk/ v. [~ + obj], -voked, 
-vok-ing. to call together; summon to meet or assemble: 
The Vice-President can convoke the full Senate. —con- 
vok/er, n. [count] See -voc-. 

con-vo-lut-ed (kon/va 160/tid) /'konvo,luwtid/ adj. 1. of 
or marked by convolutions: a convoluted pattern of 
leaves and flowers. 2. very involved; difficult to under- 
stand: convoluted answers to simple questions. —con/- 
vo-lut’ed-ness, 7. [noncount] 

con-vosrlu-tion (kon/va 1d0’shan) /,konvo'luwfan/n. 
[count] 1. a single turn of anything that coils or is coiled; 
whorl. 2. the act of rolling or coiling together. —con/vo- 
lu/tion-al, con-vo-lu-tion-ar-y (kon’/va lōō/shə ner/é) 
/,konvoa'luwfo,neriy/ adj. 

convoy (kon/voi; v. also kən voi’) /‘knnvoy; v. also 
kan'!voy/ n. [count] 1. a fleet of ships traveling with an 
escort. 2. a group of vehicles traveling together, esp. for 
protection. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to accompany or escort 
(ships, etc.), for protection: The Navy convoyed the mer- 
chant ships across the Atlantic. 

con-vulse (kən vuls’) /kon'vals/ v., -vulsed, -vuls-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to shake violently; agitate: The civil war con- 
vulsed the country. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to shake vio- 
lently with emotion: convulsed with laughter. 3. to (cause 
to) suffer violent, sudden movements of the muscles: [70 
obj): He fell to the subway floor and began to convulse. 
[~ + obj): The cold convilsed the patient's rnuscles. 
—con-vul/sive, adj. 

con- vulesion (kən vul/shan) /kon'valfon/ n. 1. [count] 
an act or instance of convulsing: Her disease caused her 
to suffer convulsions. 2. [noncount] violent agitation or 
disturbance: The country was thrown into a state of con- 
viulsion. 3. [count] an outburst of laughter. 

cony or Coney (k0/né, kun/é) /'kowniy, 'kaniy/ n. 
[count], pl. -nies. a rabbit. 

CoO (kō) /kuw/ v., cooed, coo-ing, n. —v. 1. to make or 
imitate the soft, murmuring sound of doves: [no obj]: the 
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baby cooing quietly in the bassinet. [~ + obj]: cooing a 
qiiet tune. —n. [count] 2. a cooing sound. 

cook (kòk) /kuk/ v. 1. to prepare (food) by heat: [~ + 
obj): Who's going to cook dinner tonight? [no obj): | 
dont feel like cooking. 2. [no obj] (of food) to undergo 
cooking: The rice is cooking. 3. [~ + obj] Informal. to 
make (accounts) false by changing in a dishonest way: 
The accountant tried to cook the books. 4. [no obj) In- 
forinal. to take place or develop: What's cooking around 
here—anything happening? 5. [no obj] Slang. to perform 
or do something extremely well or with energy and style: 
The band is really cooking tonight. 6. cook up, [~ + up 
+ Obj) Informal. to make up (an excuse, etc.) in order to 
deceive: What new scheme are you cooking up this time? 
—n. [cornnt] 7. a person who cooks. 

cook-book (kd6k/bd0k’) /'kuk,buk/ n. [count] a book 
containing recipes for cooking food. 

cook-ersy (kòók/ə rē) /‘kukoriy/ n., pl. -ies. 1. [non- 
count)the art of cooking. 2. [count] a kitchen. 

cook-ie or cook-y (kd6k/é) /‘kukiy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. 
l. a small, flat, sweetened cake made from dough and 
baked on a pan: a plate of chocolate chip cookies. 2. 
Slang. a. a person: He's a sinart cookie; he won't get 
caught by the cops. b. Sometimnes Offensive. an alluring 
woman. Idiom. 3. that’s the way the cookie 
crumbles, (used after a description of an event to imply 
that things normally occur this way and nothing more 
can be done): “The train was late again.” “Well, that’s the 
way the cookie cnimbles.” 4. toss or spill one’s cook- 
ies, Slang. to vomit. 

cookeing (kd0k/ing) /‘kukin/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or 
practice of preparing food: She took a class in cooking. 
2. the food so prepared: She loves Japanese cooking. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. specially made for cooking: two 
tablespoons of cooking sherry. 

cook-out (kddk/out’) /‘kuk,awt/ n. [count] 1. an outdoor 
party at which food is cooked and eaten. 2. a meal 
cooked and eaten in the open. 

cool (kool) /kuwl/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n., v. —adj. 1. 
somewhat cold; neither warm nor cold: a cool room. 2. 
giving a feeling of coolness: a cool breeze. 3. providing 
relief from heat: a cool dress; a cool drink. 4. not ex- 
cited; calm: cool in the face of disaster. 5. not hasty; de- 
liberate: a cool and calculated action. 6. lacking in inter- 
est, friendliness, or enthusiasm: a cool reply to an 
invitation. 7. [before a noun or number) Informal. not 
exaggerated; exactly so: demanding a cool million dollars 
to release the hostages. 8. Slang. a. great; excellent: 
What a cool play that was! b. socially acceptable, right, or 
proper: It's not cool to arrive at a party too early. —adv. 
9. Informal. in a cool manner; coolly: Play it cool. —n. 
[noncomnt] 10. a cool part, place, or time: in the cool of 
the evening. 11. [often: one’s +~] calmness; compo- 
sure; poise: Keep your cool and don't get angry. —v. 
12. to (cause to) become cool: [no obj]: The cake cooled 
on the plate. [~ + off): We cooled off with a quick switn. 
[~ + obj]: The air conditioner cooled the room ade- 
quately. [~ + obj + off): The swim in the river cooled us 
off. [~ + off + obj): They cooled off the horse by pour- 
ing water on its back. 13. to (cause to) become less ex- 
cited, friendly, interested, or cordial: [no obj]: She cooled 
visibly when | invited her to iny house. [~ + obj]: Disap- 
pointment cooled whatever enthusiasm she might have 
had. —Idiom. 14. cool down, a. to (cause to) become 
cooler: [no obj): The feverish child just wouldn't cool 
down. [~ + obj + down]: They tried cold washcloths to 
cool her down. [~ + down + obj): to cool down the pa- 
tients. b. to (cause to) become less angry or excited; 
(cause to) become calm: [no obj]: She finally cooled 
down enough to talk about the fight. [~ + obj + down): 
| took him aside and cooled him down before he did an- 
ything crazy. 15. cool it, [no obj] Slang. calm down: 
Cool it before you say something you'll be sorry for. 
—cool/ly, adv. —cool/ness, n. [noncount] —Syn. See 
CALM. 

cool-ant (kod/lant) /‘kuwlont/ n. a substance used to re- 
duce the temperature of a system below a certain value: 
[count]: coolants made from alcohol mixtures. [non- 
count): Coolant had spilled over the engine. 

cool-er (kdd/lar) /‘kuwlor/ n. [count] 1. a container for 
keeping something cool: The cooler was loaded with 
soda. 2. water cooler: People stood around the cooler 
chatting. 3. usually: the + ~] Slang. jail. 

cooelie (koo/lé) /‘kuwliy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. a worker or 
laborer hired at very low wages for unskilled work, esp. 
formerly in the Far East. 
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coon (kdon) /kuwn/ n. [count] 1. raccoon. 2. Slang (dis- 
paraging and offensive). a black person. 

co-op (kō/op) /‘kowpp/ n. [count] a cooperative busi- 
ness, building, or apartment: The apartment building is 
now a co-op. 

coop (koop, kòp) /kuwp, kup/ n. [count] 1. a cage in 
which poultry are penned. 2. Slang. prison. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to place in or as if in a coop: The parents had 
cooped the children in the attic all day. (~ + up + obj): 
They cooped up the chickens in the barn. [~ + obj + 
up]: They cooped me up in this tiny cell. —Idiom. 4. 
fly the coop, to leave or depart abruptly: The police 
were too late; the crooks had flown the coop. 

cooperate or co-op-ersate (kō opa ral’) 
/kow'ppa,reyt/ v., -ateed, -at-ing. [no obj; sometimes: ~ 
+ with + obj] to work together for a common purpose: 
The New York City police cooperated with the force in 
Boston in catching the crook. —co-op-erea-tion (kō Op’- 
a ra/shen), /kow,opa'reyfan/, n. [noncount): Coopera- 
tion between Scotland Yard and the FBI couldn't have 
been better. —co-op/’er-a/tor, n. [count] See -OPER-. 
—Related Words. cooperate is a verb, COOPERATIVE is an 
adjective, COOPERATION is a noun: He cooperates with his 
fellow workers. She is very cooperative at work. There 
wasn't much cooperation between the two departments. 

co-op-erea-tive or co-op-er-a-tive (kō op/ar ə tiv, 
-op/ra tivy, -op’a ra/tiv) /kow'nparativ, -'pproativ, 
-'ppa,reytiv/ adj. 1. [often: before a noun) of, relating to, 
or showing cooperation: joint, cooperative military 
exercises. 2. relating to economic cooperation: a Cooper- 
ative business. —n. [count] 3. a jointly owned business 
operated by its members for their own benefit: an agn- 
cultural cooperative. 4. Also called co-op, coop/erative 
apart/ment. a. a building owned and managed by a 
corporation in which shares are sold that entitle the 
shareholders to occupy individual units in the building. b. 
an apartment in such a building. Compare CONDOMINIUM. 
—co-op/er-a-tive-ly, adv. —co-op/er-a/tive-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

co-opt (kō opt’) /kow'ppt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to elect as a 
member: They co-opted him for the board. 2. to take as 
one’s own; preempt: The party co-opted the small group 
as part of its larger organization. See -OPT-. 
co-ordinate or co-oredienate (adj, n. kō Or/dn it, 
-At/; v. kō Or’dn at’) /adj., n. kow!ordnit, -,eyt; v. 
kow!ordn ey’ adj., n., v, -nat-ed, -nat-ing. —adj. 1. of 
the same degree; equal in importance. 2. of the same 
grammatical rank in a construction, as Jack and Jill in 
the phrase Jack and Jill, or got up and shook hands in 
the sentence He got up and shook hands. See COORDINAT- 
ING CONJUNCTION. —n. [count] 3. Math. any of the num- 
bers, or pairs of numbers, that point to the position of a 
point or line by reference to a fixed figure, system of 
lines, etc.: You feed the coordinates of the target into the 
computer and it fires the torpedo. 4. coordinates, [plu- 
ral) articles, as of clothing, that harmonize in color, ma- 
terial, or style. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to arrange the parts of 
(an organization, activity, etc.) in proper position or se- 
quence; manage the elements of: She coordinated the 
relief efforts in the Sudan. 6. to make the parts of (the 
body) work together correctly or smoothly: The children 
suffering from that brain disease could not coordinate 
their movernents. —co-or/dienatesly, adv. —co-or/di+ 
na/tor, n. [count] See -ORD-. 

coor/dinating conjunc/tion, n. [count] a conjunction 
connecting grammatical elements of equal rank, as and 
in Sue and Tom or or in | can't decide if I should stay or 
go. 

co-or-di-na-tion or co-or-diena-tion (kō ôr/dn a- 
shan) /kow,ordn'eyfan/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or state 
of coordinating or of being coordinated. 2. proper order 
or relationship: Without coordination arnong the depart- 
ments, students will be confused about the courses they 
have to take. 3. correct interaction of functions or parts: 
The drug causes you to lose your coordination. 

coot (koot) /kuwt/ n. [count] 1. a small gray or black and 
white swimming and diving water bird. 2. Informal. a 
foolish or irritating person, esp. one who is elderly. 

cop’ (kop) /knp/ v., copped, cop-ping. Informal. 1. to 
seize or steal: She copped first prize in the contest. 2. 
cop out, [no obj] to avoid a responsibility: He was going 
to help us but at the last mimite he copped out, (~ + 
out + on + obj): Don't cop out on us again, —Idiom. 
3. cop a plea, to plea-bargain. 

cop? (kop) /kop/ n. (count) Informal. a police officer. 
cop., an abbreviation of: copyright; copyrighted. 

cope (kop) /kowp/ v., coped, cop-ing. 1. [~ + with + 
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obj] to struggle on fairly even terms or with some suc- 
cess: / will try to cope with his rudeness. 2. [no obj) to 
deal with responsibilities calmly: After his breakdown he 
couldn't cope any longer. 

copei-er (kop/é ar) /‘kopiyor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that copies. 2. a machine that makes copies of 
original documents, esp. by xerography. See illustration 
at OFFICE. 

co-pi-lot (kd/pi/lat) /'kow,paylat/ n. [count] a pilot who 
is second in command of an aircraft. 

co.pisous (kō/pē as) /"kowpiyas/ adj. 1. large in quantity 
or number: She always takes copious notes in Class. 2. 
producing an abundant supply: a copious harvest. —co/- 
pi-ousely, adv. —co/pi-ous-ness, n. (noncount] 

cop/-out’, n. [count] an act or instance of failing to 
keep a promise or of avoiding a responsibility: His usual 
cop-out for not visiting his children is that he has to work 
on weekends. 

cop-per' (kop/ar) /'kopar/ n. 1. [noncount] a metal ele- 
ment having a reddish brown color, used as an electrical 
conductor and to make alloys, as brass and bronze. 2. 
{noncount] a reddish brown. 3. [count] a coin of copper 
or bronze. 4. [count] Brit. a large kettle for cooking or 
for boiling laundry. —cop/perry, adj. 

cop-per? (kop/ar) /‘knpar/ n. [count] Slang. a police offi- 
cer. 

cop-per-head (kop/ər hed’) /'kopar,hed/ n. [count] 1. a 
North American snake, a pit viper having a copper- 
colored head. 2. [Copperhead] a Northerner who sup- 
ported the South during the Civil War. 

copra (kop/ra, kō/prə) /'koprə, 'kowprə/ n. [noncount] 
the dried meat of the coconut, from which coconut oil is 
squeezed out. 

copse (kops) /kpps/ also cop-pice (kop/is) /'kpopis/ n. 
[count] a group of small trees or bushes; small woods. 

cop-ter (kop/tar) /'koptər/ n. [count] a helicopter. 

cop-uela (kop’ya la) /'kopyələ/ n. [count], pl. -las, -lae 
(-lé’) /-,liy/. a verb, such as be, seem, or look, that 
serves as a connecting link or establishes an identity be- 
tween a subject and a complement (a noun or adjective 
that comes next): In the sentence John is a student, the 
word is functions as a copula because it establishes an 
identity between John and student. Also called linking 
verb. —cop/u-lar, adj. 

cop-u-late (kop/ya lat’) /‘knpya,leyt/ v. [no obj], -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to engage in sexual intercourse. —cop-u-la- 
tion (kop’ya la’shan) /,kopya'leyfan/ n. [(noncount) 

cop-y (kop’é) /'knpiy/ n., pi. cop-ies, for 1, 2, v., cop. 
ied, cop-y-ing. —n. 1. [count] an imitation or reproduc- 
tion of an original: They brought in a copy of a famous 
painting. | made three copies of the contract and mailed 
back two of them. 2. [count] one single example of a 
book, newspaper, etc.: II mail you a copy of my book. 
3. [noncount] matter to be reproduced in printed form: 
The editor thought the author's copy was acceptable. 4. 
[noncount) the text of a news story, advertisement, or the 
like: The ad agency wrote the copy for the commercial. 
5. [noncount] something interesting enough to be 
printed in a newspaper: Political gossip is always good 
copy. —v. 6. [~ + obj] a. to make a copy of; reproduce: 
I copied the article and gave it to the class to read. b. to 
undergo copying; be able to be copied: Certain colors 
don't copy well on these older machines. 7. [no obj] to 
make a copy or copies; reproduce: That old machine 
copies poorly. 8. [~ + obj] to follow as a pattern; imi- 
tate: He was always copying his brother. 

cop-y-cat (kop/’é kat’) /‘kopiy,ket/ n., adj., v., -cat-ted, 
-cat-ting. —n. [count] Also, cop’y cat’. 1. a person or 
thing that imitates another exactly. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. imitating a well-known event: a copycat crime. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to imitate; mimic. 

cop-yrright (kop/’é rit’) /‘kopiy,rayt/ n. 1. the legal 
ownership and control of a literary, musical, artistic, or 
other work: [nonconnt): There is no copyright for this 
book in certain countries. (count): | have a copyright on 
that software. —adj. 2. of or relating to copyrights: copy- 
right laws. 3. Also, cop/y-right/ed. protected by copy- 
right. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to secure a copyright on: The 
book was copyrighted in 1982. —cop/y-right/a-ble, adj. 
—cop/’yrright/er, n. [count] 

cop-y-writ-er (kop/’é ri/ter) /‘kopiy,raytor/ n. [count] a 
writer of information, esp. for advertisements or publicity 
releases. —cop’y-writ/ing, n. Lnoncount] 

co-quette (kō ket’) /kow'ket/ n. [count] a woman who 
behaves in a playful but insincere way to attract men; a 
flirt. —co-quet/tish, adj. —co-quet/tish-ly, adv. —co- 
quet/tish-ness, n. [noncount) 
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cor-, prefix. cor- is another form of com- that is used be- 
fore roots beginning with r: correlate. 

cor., an abbreviation of: 1. corner. 
rected. 4. correction. 

coreal (kôr%əl, kor/-) /‘koral, 'kor-/ n. 1. [count] the 
hard, often brightly colored skeleton of certain small sea 
animals called polyps, or any of the animals themselves. 
2. [noncount]) such skeletons when thought of as a mass: 
We dived down and examined the beautiful coral. 3. 
[noncount] a color ranging from reddish to pinkish yel- 
low. —adj. 4. made of coral. 5. making coral: a coral 
polyp. 6. resembling coral, esp. in color. —cor/al-like’, 
adj. 

cor/al snake’, n. [count] a poisonous snake with 
bands of red, yellow, and black. 

cord (kérd) /kord/ n. 1. a string made of several strands 
braided, twisted, or woven together: [count]: The cords 
were wrapped tightly around the trunk. [noncount): He 
found some cord and tied up the packages. 2. a small, 
flexible, electrical cable covered with rubber for protec- 
tion: [count]: | kept getting tangled up in the electric cord 
while vacuuming. [noncount)}: How many yards of cord 
will we need? 3. cords, [plural] clothing, as trousers, 
made of fabric with cordlike strips, esp. corduroy. 4. 
[count] a cordlike structure of the body: the spinal cord. 
5. [count] a unit of volume used chiefly for fuel wood, 
measuring 8 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, and 4 ft. high (2.4 m x 
1.2m x 1.2 m). 

-cord-, root. -cord- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “heart.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ACCORD, CONCORD, CONCORDANCE, CORDIAL, DISCORD. 

cor-dial (k6r/jal) /‘kord3al/ adj. 1. courteous and gra- 
cious; warm: a cordial reception. 2. [before a noun) sin- 
cere; strongly felt: They had a cordial dislike for each 
other. —n. 3. a strong, sweetened liqueur: [noncount): a 
bottle of cherry cordial. (count): He drank several pep- 
permint cordials. —cor/dialely, adv. —cor/dial-ness, n. 
(noncount) See -corp-. 

cord-ite (kér/dit) /‘kordayt/ n. [noncount]) a slow- 
burning explosive powder that looks like cord. 

cord-less (k6rd/lis) /'kordlts/ adj. 1. lacking a cord. 2. 
(of an electrical appliance) requiring no wire leading to 
an external electricity source: a cordless telephone. 

cor-don (kér/dn) /'kordn/ n. [count] 1. a line of police, 
soldiers, etc., guarding an area or preventing people 
from passing through it. 2. a cord, braid, or ribbon worn 
as an ornament or badge. —v. 3. to surround or block- 
ade with or as if with a cordon: [~ + off + obj]: Police 
cordoned off the street. [~ + obj + off}: Police cordoned 
the area off. 

corduroy (kér/da roi’, kôr/də roi”) /'korda,roy, 
ikorda'roy/ n. 1. [noncount) a cotton fabric with raised 
ridges like cords running lengthwise on the surface: The 
pants were of gray corduroy. 2. corduroys, [plural] trou- 
sers made of this fabric: On Saturdays he always wore a 
sweater and an old pair of corduroys. —adj. 3. of, relat- 
ing to, or resembling corduroy: a corduroy jacket. 

core (k6r, kor) /kor, kowr/ n., v., cored, coring. —n. 
[count] 1. the central part of a fleshy fruit, containing the 
seeds: Remove the cores from the apples. 2. [singular] 
the central part of the earth: the pressure at the earth's 
core. 3. the most important or essential part of anything: 
the core of the new curriculum for business majors. 4. 
the region in a nuclear reactor that contains the radioac- 
tive material used to produce energy. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to remove the core of (fruit): Core the apples. —Idiom. 
6. to the core, [noncount) completely; thoroughly: The 
villain was rotten to the core. —core/less, adj. 

corriean-der (k6r’é an/dar, kor/-) /'koriy,ændər, 'kowr-/ 
n. [noncount) 1. Also called cilantro. an herb of the 
parsley family, used in cooking. 2. the seeds of this herb, 
used whole or ground as a flavoring. 

cork (kôrk) /kork/ n. 1. [noncount) a. a layer of dead 
tissue below the bark in woody plants. b. the thick, light- 
weight layer of wood of a Mediterranean oak used for 
making floats, stoppers for bottles, etc. 2. [count] a 
piece of cork, rubber, or the like used as a stopper. —v. 
3. [~ (+ up) + obj) to close or stop up (something with 
an opening, such as a bottle) with or as if with a cork: 
She corked (up) the bottle. 4. {~ + up + obj] to control 
(one’s emotions) tightly: He‘s corked up all his feelings of 
rage. ——Idiom. 5. blow or pop one’s cork, /nformal. to 
lose one’s temper: blew his cork when he saw the ex- 
pense accounts. 

cork-eer (k6r/kar) /‘korkar/ n. [count] Informal. someone 
or something astonishing or excellent. 

cork-ing (kôr/king) /‘korkin/ ‘Informal. —adj. 1. excel- 


2. correct. 3. cor- 
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lent; fine: a corking adventure movie. —adv. 2. very; ex- 
tremely: a corking good time. 

corkscrew (kérk/skrd0’) /‘kork,skruw/ n. [count] 1. a 
tool with a metal piece in the shape of a spiral with a 
point at one end and a handle at the other, used for pull- 
ing corks from bottles. —adj. [before a nour] 2. resem- 
bling a corkscrew; spiral: a corkscrew curl. —v. (no obj) 
3. to move in a spiral or zigzag course: The plane lost 
control and corkscrewed down. 

corsmo-rant (kôr/mər ant) /‘kormarant/ n. [count] a 
dark-colored diving seabird having a long neck and a 
throat pouch for holding fish. 

corn’ (k6érn) /korn/ n. 1. [noncount) Also called Indian 
corn; esp. technical and Brit, maize. a. a tall cereal 
plant having a solid stem and kernels growing on large 
ears. b. the kernels of this plant, used for food. c. the 
ears of this plant. 2. [noncount] a. the edible seed of 
certain other cereal plants, esp. wheat in England and 
oats in Scotland. b. the plants themselves. 3. sweet 
corn. 4. [count] a single grain of certain plants, as pep- 
per, wheat, etc.: She ground up a few corns of pepper for 
flavoring. 5. [noncount] Informal. old-fashioned, boring, 
or overly sentimental material, as a joke, story, or piece 
of music. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to preserve, season, or cook 
(food) with salty water: Dad corned his own beef 
—corned, adj.: corned beef and cabbage. 

corn? (kérn) /korn/ n. [count] a hard, horny growth of 
skin tissue formed over a bone, esp. on the toes, as a re- 
sult of pressure or friction. 

corneball (kôrn/bôl/) /‘korn,bol/ Informal. —n. [count] 1. 
a person who likes overly sentimental jokes, stories, mu- 
sic, etc. 2. a country bumpkin; Hick. —adj. 3. corny: 
more cornball jokes and gags. 

corn’ bread’ or corn/bread’, n. [noncount) a bread, 
esp. a quick bread, made with cornmeal. 

corn-cob (kérn/kob/’) /‘korn,kob/ n. [count] 1. the long 
woody core on which the grains of an ear of corn grow. 
2. Also called corn’cob pipe’. a tobacco pipe with a 
bowl made from a corncob. 

cor-nesra (k6r/né ə) /'korniya/ n. (count), pl. -nesas. the 
clear, front, curved part of the outer coat of the eye. 
—cor/nesal, adj.: a corneal transplant. 

corner (kOr/nar) /'kornar/ n. [count] 1. the place at 
which two lines, sides, edges, or surfaces meet; angle: a 
chair in the corner of the room. 2. an angle, end, side, 
or edge: a coffee table with sharp corners. 3. the point 
where two streets meet, or where one street bends 
sharply: + drove around the corner too fast and the car 
Skidded. 4. (usually: singular) an awkward or embarrass- 
ing position, esp. one from which escape is impossible; 
predicament: + was backed into a corner by the evidence. 
5. a region or part, esp. a distant part: The pilgrims 
came from every corner of the empire. 6. [1sually: singu- 
lar] a situation in which only one person, business, etc., 
controls the available supply of something, such as a 
product or service: a corner on the oil market. —adj. 
[before a noun) 7. situated on or at a corner where two 
streets meet: the comer drugstore. —v. 8. [~ + obj) to 
force into an awkward situation in which escape, refusal, 
etc., is difficult or impossible: The policeman cornered 
the crook in a back alley. (often: ~ + obj + into + verb- 
ing]: She cornered me into serving on the finance com- 
mittee. 9. [~ + obj] to gain control of (a stock, etc.): 
That country had cornered the market on oil. 10. [no 
obj] (of an automobile) to turn, esp. at a speed relatively 
high for the angle of the turn. —Jdiom. 11. cut cor- 
ners, to reduce costs, time, or effort in carrying some- 
thing out by leaving out certain steps: looking for a way 
to cut corners. 12. just around the corner, [noncount] 
near in time or place; close by or close to happening: 
predicted that an improvement in the economy was just 
around the corner. 13. turn the corner, to begin to 
make improvement; start to recover: The day after the 
operation le turned the corner and was soon sent home. 

cor-ner-stone (k6r/nar stõn/) /'kornor,stown/ n. [count] 
1. a stone representing the starting place in the construc- 
tion of a building. 2. the foundation on which something 
is developed: The speed of light as a constant is the cor- 
nerstone of Einstein's theories. 

cor-net (k6r net’; esp. Brit. kôr/nit) /kor'net; esp. Brit. 
'Kormt/ n. [count] 1. a wind instrument with valves, of 
the trumpet family. 2. Brit. an ice-cream cone. 

corn-flakes (k6rn/flaks’) /‘korn,fleyks/ n. [phra a 
breakfast cereal consisting of small flakes made with 
corn. 

cornice (k6ér/nis) /‘kornis/ n. [count] any prominent 
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molded piece, such as a strip of plaster that sticks out on 
the top of a wall or doorway. 

corn-emeal (korn/mel’) /‘korn,miyl/ n. [noncount]) meal 
made of corn. 

corn’ pone’, n. [noncount) Southern U.S. corn bread, 
esp. of a plain or simple kind. 

corn-row (kôrn/rō/) /‘korn,row/ n. [count] 1. a narrow 
braid of hair plaited tightly against the scalp. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to arrange (hair) in cornrows. 

cornestalk (k6rn/st6k’) /'korn,stok/ n. [count] the stalk 
or stem of corn, esp. Indian corn. 

corne-starch (k6rn/starch’) /‘korn,startf/ n. [poncount] a 
starch or a starchy flour made from corn and used for 
thickening gravies or sauces, making puddings, etc. 

corenuscO-piea (kOr/na kō/pē ə, -nya-) /,korna'kowptya, 

-nyo-/ n. [count], pl. -pieas. 1. an object shaped like a 
curved horn, containing a rich supply of food and drink 
and used as a symbol of abundance: a Thanksgiving cor- 
mucopia. 2. an abundant, overflowing supply: a cormico- 
pia of new ideas for software development. 

corney (kôr/nē) /'korniy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. Informal. old- 
fashioned or overly sentimental: corny jokes; a pair of 
corny comedians. —corn/ieness, n. (noncomnt) 

cor-olelarsy (k6r’a ler’é, kor/-) /'kora,leriy, 'kpr-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ies. an immediate consequence; a conclu- 
sion that follows naturally: An unfortunate corollary to his 
economic plan is high unernployment. 

co-ro-na (kə rō/nə) /ka'rownd/ n. [count], pi. -nas, -nae 
(-né). 1. a circle of light seen around the sun or moon, 
esp. during an eclipse. 2. a long, straight cigar, rounded 
at the closed end. 

coreoenal (n. kôra nl, kor/-; adj. usually ka rōn/l) /n. 
Ikoranl, !kpr-; adj. usually ka!rownl/ n. [count] 1. a 
crown; coronet. 2. a garland. —adj. 3. of or relating to a 
coronal or corona. 

cor-oenarsy (kOr’a ner’é, kor/-) /‘kora,neriy, ‘kor-/ adj., 
n., pl. -ies. —adj. [before a nonn} 1. of or relating to the 
heart, or to the arteries near the heart: a coronary artery. 
—n. [count] 2. a heart attack, esp. a coronary thrombo- 
sis. 

cor/onary thrombo/sis, n. a condition in which an 
artery leading to the heart is blocked by a blood clot: 
[count]: suffered from a massive coronary thrombosis. 
[noncount): the increase in coronary thrombosis. 

cor-o-nartion (kôr/a nā/shən, kor/-) /,koro'neyfon, 
ikor-/ n. [count] the act or ceremony of crowning a sov- 
ereign. 

cor-o-ner (kôr/a ner, kor/-) /'koronor, 'kor-/ n. [count] 
an officer in a county whose function is to investigate any 
death not clearly resulting from natural causes. 

cor-o-net (kôr/a net’, kor/-) /,kora'net, ,kor-/ n. [count] 
1. a small crown worn by nobles or peers. 2. a crownlike 
ornament for the head, such as of flowers, gold, or 
jewels. 

corp. or Corp., an abbreviation of: 1. corporal. 2. cor- 
poration. 

-corp-, root. -corp- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “body.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CORPORA, CORPORAL, CORPORATION, CORPS, CORPSE, COR- 
PUS, CORPUSCLE, INCORPORATE. 

cor-porra (kOr/par a) /'korpərə/ n. [plural] a pl. of cor- 
Pus. See -CORP-. 

corporal! (kôr/pər al, -pral) /‘korporal, -pral/ adj. bod- 
ily; physical: corporal punishment. —cor/porral-ly, adv. 
See -CORP-. 

cor-po-ral? (kôr/pər al, -pral) /‘korporal, -prol/ n. (count) 
1. a U.S. Army enlisted man or woman ranking above a 
private first class. 2. an enlisted man or woman in the 
U.S. Marine Corps ranking above a lance Corporal. 3. an 
enlisted man or woman of similar rank in the armed 
services of other countries. See -corP-. 

cor-po-rate (kôr/pər it, -prit) /‘korparit, -prit/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. of, for, or belonging to a corporation or 
corporations: a corporate executive. 2. of or relating to a 
united group; united; combined: corporate action. 
—cor/porrate-ly, adv. —cor/po-rate-ness, n. [non- 
count) See -core-. 

cor’porate raid’er, n. (cont) a person who seizes 
control of a company, as by secretly buying its stock. 

corporation- (kor/pa ra’shan) /,korpo'reyfon/ n. 
[cot] 1. an association of individuals, created by law 
and having an existence apart from that of its members. 
2. a large business organization formed this way: work- 
ing for a large, faceless, rmultinational corporation. 3. [of 
ten: Corporation) the principal officials of a city or town. 
See -corp-. —-Usage. See COLLECTIVE NOUN. 

corporeal (kôr pOr/é al, -pdr/-) /Kor'poriyal, -'powr-/ 
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adj. 1. of the nature of the physical body; bodily. 2. able 
to be touched or felt; material: corporeal property. 
—cor-porre-al-itty (kor pore ai tē,  -por’-) 
/kor,poriy'xlitiy, -,powr-/ cor-po/re-al-ness, n. [non- 
count] —cor-po/re-al-ly, adv. See -CORP-. 

corps (k6r, kor) /kor, kowr/ n. [count], pl. corps (kôrz, 
k6rz). 1. a part of the army or armed forces, such as a 
group assigned special duties: the Marine Corps. 2.a 
group of persons associated or who act together: the 
Moscow press corps. See -CORP-. 

corpse (kôrps) /korps/ n. [count] a dead body, esp. of a 
human being. See -corp-. 

corpseman (kôr/mən, kōr/-) /‘kormon, ‘kowr-/ n. 
[cont], pl. -men. 1. a person in the U.S. Navy working 
as a pharmacist or hosnital assistant. 2. a person in the 
Medical Corps of the U.S. Army who gives first aid to the 
wounded on the battlefield. 

cor-puselence (kôr/pyə lans) /'korpyələns/ n. [noncount) 
fatness; largeness of body. —cor/pu-lent, adj.: a corpu- 
lent inan who loved to eat. See -coRP-. 

cor-pus (kOr/pas) /'korpos/ n. [count], pl. -posra (-par Ə) 
l-pərə/ for 1, 3, -pus-es for 2. 1. a large or complete col- 
lection of writings: the entire corpus of Old English po- 
etry. 2. a collection of utterances, taken as a sample of a 
given language or dialect and used for linguistic analysis: 
Working with the corpus on the computer you will find 
many interesting facts about English. 3. the body of a 
person or animal, esp. when dead. See -corpP-. 

cor-pus-cle (kôr/pə sal, -pus al) /'korpasal, -pasal/ n. 
[count] an unattached cell, esp. a blood or lymph cell. 
—cor-pus-curlar (kOr pus/kyə lar) /kor'paskyolor/ adj. 
See -CORP-. 

corr., an abbreviation of: 1. corrected. 2. correction. 3. 
correspondence. 4. correspondent. 5. corresponding. 

corral (ko ral’) /kə'ræl/ n., v., -ralled, -raleling. —n. 
[count] 1. an enclosed area or pen for horses, etc. 2. an 
arrangement of wagons in a closed circle, formed for de- 
fense. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to confine in or as if in a corral: 
She corralled me at the party and | couldn't get away. 4. 
Informal. a. to seize; capture: The police corralled the 
fleeing suspects. b. to collect or win: fo corral votes. 

corerect (ko rekt’) /ka'rekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to set or 
make right; remove the errors or faults from: The me- 
chanic corrected the timing of the engine. 2. to point out 
or mark the errors in: fo correct examination papers. 3. 
[used with quotations) to make {a reply) so as to set 
something right: "Mr. Holmes, corme in please.” “It's Cas- 
tle, sir,” | corrected. 4. to scold or punish in order to im- 
prove: Don't correct your child in public. 5. to work 
against the effect of (something undesirable): Her contact 
lenses correct her poor eyesight. —adj. 6. conforming to 
fact or truth; accurate; without mistakes: Your answer 
was correct. 7. in accordance with an accepted standard; 
proper: correct behavior. —cor-rect/a-ble, cor-rect/i- 
ble, adj. —cor-rect/ly, adv. —cor-rect/ness, n. {non- 
count) —cor-rec/tor, n. [count] See -RECT-. 

correction (kə rek/shen) /ka'rekfon/ n. 1. [count 
something done to take the place of something wrong or 
inaccurate: The corrections were in red ink. 2. [non- 
count] the act of correcting: the correction of bad habits. 
3. [noncount] punishment or chastisement. 4. [count] 
Usually, corrections. [phra the various methods, such 
as jail sentences, parole, and probation, by which society 
deals with convicted criminals: the departinent of 
corrections. —cor-rec/tioneal, adj. 

cor-re-late (v, adj. kôra lat’, kor’-; n. kKOr/a lit, -lat’, 
kor/-) /v., adj. 'kora;leyt, !kpr-; n. 'Koralit, -,leyt, 'kKor-/ 
v., -lat-ed, -lat-ing, adj., n. —v. 1. to show or establish a 
connection between: [~ + obj]: to correlate expenses 
and income. [~ + obj + with + obj): to correlate 
expenses with income. 2. [no obj) to have a relation or 
connection: A person's height and his eating of certain 
foods don't correlate. [~ + with + obj): A person's 
weight usually correlates with his eating habits. —adj. 3. 
(of two things) related. —n. [count] 4. either of two re- 
lated things, esp. when one implies the other: a correlate 
of income with tax savings. —cor/reslat/a-ble, adj. 
—cor-rel-a-tive (kə rel/a tiv) /ka'relotiv/ adj. See -LatT-'. 

correlation (kOr’a lā/shən, kor/-) /,kora'leyfan, ,kor-/ 
n. relation of, or connection between, two or more 
things: [count]: a strong correlation between smoking 
and hing cancer. [noncount): There is little correlation 
between cramming for the test and passing it. —cor/re- 
la/tion-al, adj. See -tat-!. 

cor-re-spond (k6r’/a spond’, kor/-) /,kora'spond, ,kor-/ 
v. 1. to be in agreement or conformity; match: [no obj): 
His actions and his words don't always correspond. [~ + 
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withto + obj): His actions don't correspond with his 
words. 2.[~ + to + obj] to be similar: The U.S. Con- 
gress corresponds to the British Parliament. 3. to com- 
municate by exchange of letters: [no obj]: corresponded 
for years before they finally met. [~ + with + obj]: My 
daughter corresponded with several classmates for years 


after graduation. —cor/resspond/ing-ly, adv. See 
-SPOND-. 
cor-re-spond-ence (kOr/a spon/dans, kor/-) 


/,kora'spondons, ,kor-/ n. 1. [noncount]) communication 
by exchange of letters: Our parents cut off all corre- 
spondence between us. 2. a letter or letters that pass be- 
tween correspondents: [count]: | have here a corre- 
spondence between you and the defendant. (noncount): 
She kept alt the correspondence between her and her 
lawyers in a safe-deposit box. 3. agreement; similarity; 
conformity: [count]: There is a one-to-one correspond- 
ence between each sound and each written letter in Finn- 
ish, but not in Swedish. (noncount): There is some corre- 
spondence between the sound of a word and its 
meaning, or else we couldn't communicate. See -SPOND-. 

cor-re-spond-ent (k6r’/a spon/dant, kor/-) /,kora'spon- 
dont, ,kor-/ n. [count] 1. a person who communicates by 
letters. 2. a person who works for a newspaper, televi- 
sion network, etc., to gather and report news from a dis- 
tant place: in touch with the paper's correspondent in 
Moscow. See -SPOND-. 

cor-re-spond-ing (k6r’a spon/ding, kor/-) /,kora 'spn- 
ndin, ,kor-/ adj. equivalent; matching; related: Enroll- 
ment is down compared to the corresponding semesters 
last year. —cor/re-spond/ing-ly, adv. 

coreriedor (k6r/i dar, kor/-) /‘koridar, 'kor-/ n. [count] 1. 
a passageway connecting rooms, apartments, etc.; hall- 
way. 2. a thickly populated part of a country with major 
land and air transportation routes: Storms crippled air 
traffic along the Northeast corridor today. 

cor-rob-o-rate (ka rob/a rat’) /ko'roba,reyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -rat-ed, -rat-ing. to support by giving proof; con- 
firm: corroborated my account of the accident. —cor- 
rob-o-ra-tion (ka rob’a ra/shan) /ka,rnba'reyfan/ n. 
[noncount): The police are looking for corroboration of 
your statement. —cor-rob-o-ra-tive (kə rob/a ra/tiv, -ar- 
a tiv) /ka'rnba,reytiv, -arativ/ cor-rob-o-ra-to-ry (ka- 
robfar ə tôr/ē, -tdr/é) /ka'robara,toriy, -,towriy/ adj.: 
corroborative testimony. 

cor-rode (ka rdd/) /ka'rowd/ v., -rod-ed, -rod-ing. to 
(Cause to) become worn away gradually, esp. by chemical 
action: [no obj): The battery had corroded. [~ + obj): 
The acid corroded the battery. 

cor-rosion (ka rd/zhan) /ka'row3zan/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the act or process of corroding or of being corroded. 2. 
the substance resulting from corroding: Use a rag to wipe 
away the corrosion from the fender. 

cor-rovsive (ka rō/siv) /ka'rowsiv/ adj. causing corro- 
sion: The salt water has a corrosive effect on cars. 

corrugated (k6r’a gat/id, kor/-) /‘kora,geytid, 'kor-/ 
adj. bent into folds and ridges; wrinkled: hovels with cor- 
rugated tin roofs. 

cor-rupt (ka rupt’) /ka'rapt/ adj. 1. guilty of dishonest 
practices: a cornipt judge. 2. immoral; depraved: corrupt 
sexual practices; a corrupt society. 3. made inferior or 
unusable by errors or damage, such as a text: The elec- 
tronic file was corrupt. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cause to be 
ruined; pervert: to corrupt youth. 5. to infect; taint: Co- 
lumbus was accused of cornipting Indian cultures. 
—cor-rupt/er, cor-rup/tor, n. [count] —cor-rupt/i-ble, 
adj. —cor-rupt/ly, adv. —cor-rupt/ness, n. [noncount] 
See -RUPT-. 

cor-rup-tion (ka rup/shan) /ka'rapfan/ n. (noncount) 1. 
an act or instance of corrupting: a police department free 
of corruption. 2. forcing young people to behave immor- 
ally: charged with corruption of a minor. 3. decay: the 
corruption of the body after death. 

corsage (kôr säzh/) /kor'sa3/ n. [count] a small deco- 
rative bouquet of flowers worn by a woman. 

corset (k6r/sit) /‘korsit/ n. [count] 1. a close-fitting, stiff 
undergarment, worn esp. to support the hips and waist. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to dress with or as if with a corset. 
—cor’set-less, adj. 

cor-tege or cor-tége (kôr tezh/) /kor'te3/ n. (count) a 
procession, esp. for a funeral. 

cor-tex (kor/teks) /‘korteks/ n. [count], pl. -tices (-ta- 
sēz/) /-ta,siyz/. 1. the outer layer of a body organ or 
structure, as of the cerebrum. 2. the bark of a plant stem 
or tree trunk. 

cor-tissone (kôr/tə zon’, -sōn/) /‘korta,zown, -,sown/ n. 
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[noncount]) a hormone used chiefly in the treatment of 
autoimmune and inflammatory diseases. 

cor-us-cate (k6r’a skat’, kor’-) /'kora,skeyt, 'kor-/ v. 
[no obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to give off bright, vivid 
flashes of light; sparkle; gleam. 

cor-vette (kor vet’) /kor'vet/ n. [count] 1. a wooden 
warship having one level of guns. 2. a lightly armed ship, 
used esp. as a Convoy escort, in size between a destroyer 
and a gunboat. 

cos (kos, kos) /kns, kəs/ 1. ROMAINE. 

cos, an abbreviation of: cosine. 

cos., an abbreviation of: 1. companies. 2. counties. 

co.sign (kō/sin/, kō sin’) /‘kow,sayn, kow'sayn/ v. to 
sign as a cosigner: [no obj): Cosign here, please. [~ + 
obj): Cosign the document here, please. See -sign-. 

covsig-na-torry (kō sig/na tôr/ē, -tor/é) /kow'sig- 
no,toriy, -,towriy/ adj, n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. signing 
jointly with another or others. —n. [count] 2. a person 
who signs a document jointly with another or others; co- 
signer. 

co-sign-er (kO/si/nar, kō si/-) /‘kow,saynor, kow'say-/ n. 
[count] a cosignatory: Her husband is a cosigner on the 
mortgage. 

-cosm-, roof. -cosm- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “world, universe; order, arrangement.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: COSMETIC, COSMIC, 
COSMOPOLITAN, COSMOS, MICROCOSM. 

cos-meteic (koz met/ik) /knz'metik/ n. [count] 1. a 
powder, lotion, or other preparation to make the face, 
skin, etc., more beautiful. See illustration at store. 2. 
cosmetics, [plural] measures taken to make something 
seem better but without being better: Hiring a few minor- 
ity employees was just cosmetics to stave off criticism. 
—adj. 3. done or performed to improve beauty, esp. of 
the face: cosmetic surgery after the accident. 4. done to 
improve the appearance of something without improving 
it: made a few cosmetic attempts to hire more people 
from minorities. —cos-met/i-calely, adv. See -cosm-. 

cos-me-tol-o-gy (koz/mi tol’a jé) /,knzmi'tolad3iy/ n. 
[noncount] the art or profession of cosmetically treating 
the skin, hair, and nails. —cos/me-tol/o-gist, n. (count) 

cos-emic (koz/mik) /'knzmik/ adj. 1. [before a noun) of, 
relating to, or characteristic of the cosmos: cosmic events 
when the universe was born. 2. (before a noun) vast: 
cosmic distances. 3. of great impact; enormous: a mat- 
ter of cosmic importance. —cos/mi-calely, adv. See 
-COSM-. 

cos/mic ray’, n. [count] a radiation of high penetrating 
power coming from outer space. 

cos-mog-orny (koz mog/a nē) /knz'mnganiy/ n. [count], 
pl. -nies. a theory or story of the origin of the universe. 
—cos-mo-gon-ic (koz/mə gonik) /,knzmoa'gonik/ adj. 
—cos-mog/o-rnist, n. [count] 

cos-mol-o-gy (koz mol/a jē) /koz'mplədziy/ n. 1. (non- 
count) the study of the structure of the universe, esp. of 
space, time, etc.: Astronomers and philosophers alike are 
interested in cosmology. 2. a theory of the origin and 
structure of the universe. —cos-mo-logei-cal (koz/ma- 
loj7i kal) /,kKozma'lodzikal/ cos’/mo-log/ic, adj. —cos/- 
mo-log/i-cal-ly, adv. —cos-mol-o-gist (koz mol/a jist) 
/koz'moladzist/ n. [count] 

cos-mo-naut (koz/ma not’, -not’) /‘knzma,not, -,not/ n. 
[count] a Russian or Soviet astronaut. See -cosn-, 
-NAUT-. 

cos-mop-orlis (koz mop/a lis) /knz'mppolis/ n. [count] 
an internationally important city. See -cosm-, -POLIS-. 

cos-mo:pol-i-tan (koz/ma pol/i tn) /,kozma'politn/ adj. 
1. of or relating to the whole world, or to a great part of 
it: the cosmopolitan nature of international agreements. 
2. a. belonging to all the world; not limited to one part of 
the world: a cosmopolitan world view. b. worldly; sophis- 
ticated: the cosmopolitan customer who demands the 
very best. —n. [count] 3. a person free from local or na- 
tional bias: a cosmopolitan who had lived in several 
countries. —cos’/mo-pol/i-tan-ism, n. (noncount) See 
-COSM-, -POLIS-. 

cosmos (koz/məs, -mōs) /'kozməs, -mows/ n. (count; 
usually singular; the + ~), pl. -mos, -mos-es. the uni- 
verse when it is thought of as an orderly, structured sys- 
tem: intelligent life in the cosmos. See -cosm-. 

cos-set (kos/at) /‘knsat/ v. [~ + obj] to treat (someone) 
as a favorite; pamper. 

cost (kôst, kost) /kost, knst/ n., v., cost or, for 4, 9, 
cost-ed, costing. —n. 1. (count; usually singular] the 
price paid to buy, produce, or maintain anything: The 
cost of a new home in that area is about $500,000. 2. 
[count] an outlay or expenditure of money, time, etc.: 
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Production costs are too high. 3. (count; usually singular] 
a sacrifice or penalty to endure: The battle was won, but 
at a heavy cost in casualties. 4. [noncount] the price that 
the seller of merchandise paid to buy it: We are selling 
these chairs at cost, so hurry in today. 5. costs, [plural] 
money awarded to a person who wins a court action, to 
pay for legal expenses. —v. 6. [not: be + ~ing] to re- 
quire the payment of (money) in an exchange; have (a 
sum of money) as the price of: [~ + obj]: That camera 
costs $200. [~ + obj + obj): That camera cost us $200. 
7. to result in the loss or injury of: [~ + obj): Careless- 
ness costs lives. [~ + obj + obj): Drugs can cost you 
your life. 8. [~ + obj + obj) to cause to pay: Worrying 
cost me many sleepless nights. 9. [~ + obj] to estimate 
the cost of (manufactured articles, etc.): We spent weeks 
trying to cost the new computer lab. —Idiom. 10. at 
all costs, by any means necessary: Youve got to keep 
that programmer working for us at all costs. —Related 
Words. cost is a noun and a verb, costty is an adjective: 
The costs are high. How much does it cost? Those are 
costly diamonds. 

co-star or co-star (n. kO/star’; v. kōstär/) /n. 
‘kow, Star; v. ,kow!star/ n., v., -starred, -star-ring. 
—n. [count] 1. a performer who is as important as an- 
other in a movie, etc. —v. 2. to be a costar: [no obj]: 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers costarred in many 
movies together. [~ + with + obj]: Ginger costarred in 
many movies with Fred. 3. [~ + obj] (of a movie) to 
present as a costar or costars: The movie costarred Gin- 
ger Rogers and Fred Astaire. 

Cos-ta Ri-can (kos/ta ré/kan, kô/stə, k6/-) /'ko- 
sto'riykon, 'kosto, 'kow-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Costa 
Rica. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Costa 
Rica. 

costely (kdst/lé, kost/-) /'kostliy, 'kpst-/ adj., liser, -lie 
est. 1. costing much; high in price: a costly mink coat. 
2. resulting in great loss: a costly mistake. —cost/li- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

cost’ of liv’ing, n. (count; usually singular: the + 7 
the average that one pays for necessary goods and 
services, as food, clothing, and rent: The cost of living 
has risen faster than the average working family’s in- 
come. 

cos-tume (kos/tdom, -tydom) /‘kostuwm, -tyuwm/ n., V., 
-tumed, -tum-ing, adj. —n. 1. style of dress typical of a 
particular nation, group, or historical period: [count]: 
peasants in their native costumes. [noncount]: the cos- 
tume of the Revolutionary War days. 2. [count] clothing 
of period, place, etc., or for a particular occasion such as 
a party: The circus clown put on his costume. 3. [count] 
a set of garments selected for wear at a single time; out- 
fit; ensemble. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to provide with a cos- 
tume; dress. —adj. [before a noun] 5. of or characterized 
by the wearing of costumes: a costume party. 

cos’/tume jew/elry, n. [noncount] inexpensive jewelry 
made of nonprecious metals and stones. 

cossy (kō/zē) /'kowziy/ adj., -siver, -sivest, n., pl. -sies, 
v., -sied, -sy-ing. COZY. 

cot (kot) /knt/ n. [count] 1. a light portable bed, esp. 
one of canvas on a folding frame. 2. Brit. a child's crib. 

cot, an abbreviation of: cotangent. 

co-terrie (kō/tə rē) /'kowtəriy/ n. [count] a group of 
people who associate closely, esp. an exclusive group; 
clique: a tight coterie of film buffs and critics. 

cortil-lion (kə til/yən, kō-) /ka'tilyan, kow-/ n. [count] 1. 
a formal ball for young society women. 2. any of various 
dances in which a head couple leads the other dancers 
through elegant steps or patterns. 

cot-tage (kot/ij) /'kptid3/ n. [count] a small house or a 
modest vacation house, as at a lake or mountain resort. 

cot/tage cheese’, n. [noncount] a soft, loose, white, 
mild-flavored, unripened cheese made from skim milk. 

cot-ter (kot/ar) /‘kotor/ n. [count] 1. a pin or wedge in- 
serted into an opening to secure something. 2. Also, 
cotter pin. a pin having a split end that is spread after 
being pushed through a hole to prevent it from working 
loose. 

cotton (kot/n) /‘kotn/ a. 1. [noncount] a soft, white 
substance made up of the fibers of the seeds of plants of 
the mallow family, used in making fabrics. 2. [morncount] 
the plant itself, having spreading branches and broad, 
lobed leaves. 3. [noncourt] such plants as a group and 
as a Cultivated crop. 4. [uoncount] cloth, thread, etc., 
made of cotton: The sheets were 100% cotton. 5. [count; 
usually plural] clothes made of cotton: Wash the cottons 
separately. —v. 6. cotton to or on to, [~ + to/on to + 
obj) Informal. a. to become fond of; begin to like: The 
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baby cottoned on to me immediately. b. to approve of; 
agree with: to cotton to a suggestion. 

cot’/ton gin’, n. [count] a machine for separating the 
fibers of cotton from the seeds. Also called gin. 

cot-ton-mouth (kot/n mouth’) /‘kotn,maw@/ n. [count] 
a poisonous snake, a pit viper, of southeastern U.S. 
swamps. Also called water moccasin. 

cot-ton-tail (kot/n tal’) /‘kotn,teyl/ n. [count] a North 
American rabbit of the genus having a white tail. 

cot-ton-wood (kot/n wodd/) /‘kotn,wud/ n. [count] an 
American poplar tree with cottony tufts on the seeds. 

cot-y-le-don (kot! éd/n) /,kotl'iydn/ n. [count] the pri- 
mary leaf of the embryo of seed plants. 

couch (kouch) /kawtf/ n. [count] 1. a long piece of fur- 
niture for seating, typically having a back and an armrest; 
sofa. 2. a long, upholstered seat with a headrest at one 
end, on which a person lies down during psychoanalysis. 
—v. 3. [~ + obj] to arrange or frame (words, etc.) in a 
certain way; express indirectly: couching a threat in 
pleasant words. 

couch’ pota/’to, n. [count], pil. couch potatoes. /nfor- 
mal. a person whose leisure time is spent watching tele- 
vision. 

couegar (ko0’gar) /'kuwgoar/ n. [count], pl. -gars, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -gar. a large, brownish-gray 
cat of North and South America. Also called MOUNTAIN 
LION, PANTHER, PUMA. 

cough (kôf, kof) /kof, kof/ v. 1. [no obj) a. to expel air 
from the lungs suddenly with a harsh noise: The baby 
was coughing most of the night. b. to expel (matter) 
from the lungs while coughing: [~ (+ up) + obj): He 
coughed (up) blood. [~ + obj + up): to cough blood up. 
2. [no obj) to make a noise like coughing: The plane's 
engine coughed and died. 3. cough up, Informal. to 
produce reluctantly; hand over unwillingly: [~ + up + 
obj): Come on, cough up the money. [~ + obj + up]: 
Just cough it up. —n. [count] 4. the act or sound of 
coughing: /et out a little cough. 5. [usually singularjan ill- 
ness characterized by coughing: The baby’s cough has 
gotten worse. 6. a sound similar to a cough, as of an en- 
gine firing improperly: The gun gave out a soft cough. 
—cough/er, n. [count] 

could (kód; unstressed kəd) /kud: unstressed ked/ aux- 
iliary (modal) verb. [~ + root form of a verb] 1. the past 
tense of can': Once I could run five miles a day. 2. (used 
to express possibility): That could never be true. 3. (used 
to express a possible condition): You could do it if you 
tried. 4. (used to make polite requests): Could you open 
the door for me, please? 5. (used to ask permission): 
Could | borrow your pen? 6. (used to offer suggestions 
or give advice): You could go back and ask for more in- 
formation. 

coulden’t (k66d/nt) /‘kudnt/ contraction of could not: 
Couldn't we get together next week? 

could-’ve (kòód/əv) /'kudov/ contraction of could have, 
when have is used as an auxiliary verb and appears be- 
fore another verb: / wish I could've been there. 

courlee (koo/lé) /‘kuwliy/ n. [count] 1. Chiefly Western 
U.S. and Western Canada. a deep ravine formed by run- 
ning water. 2. a small valley. 

counecil (koun/seal) /‘kawnsal/ n. [count] 1. a meeting 
for consultation, discussion, or advice: a Church council. 
2. a body appointed or elected to give advice, to make 
rules, or to administer an organization: the governor's 
council on housing. —Usage. councit and COUNSEL are 
not the same but are pronounced similarly. councit is a 
noun. Its most common sense is “an assembly of per- 
sons brought together for discussion or the like.” COUNSEL 
is both a noun and a verb. Its most common meaning as 
a noun is “advice given to another.” In law, COUNSEL 
means “legal adviser or advisers.” As a verb, COUNSEL 
means “to advise.” 

coun-cileman (koun/sal man) /'kawnsolmoan/ n. [count], 
pi. -men. a member of a council, esp. the legislative 
body of a city or town. 

coun-ci-lor or coun:cil-lor (koun/sa lar, -slar) /‘kawn- 
sələr, -slar/ n. [count] a member of a council. —coun/- 
cieloreship’, n. Croncourt] 

coun-sel (koun/sal) /'kawnsəl/ n., pl. -sel for 2, v. 
-seled, -seling or (esp. Brit.) -selled, -sel-ling. —n. 1. 
[noncount] advice: | sought his counsel before applying 
for promotion. 2. the lawyer or lawyers representing one 
party or the other in court: [count]: “Does counsel have 
an objection?” the judge asked. [noncount]: On the ad- 
vice of counsel, | refuse to answer. —v. 3. to give advice 
to or about; advise: [~ + obj]: He counseled the con- 
mittee to proceed slowly. [~ + against + verb-ing]: She 
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counseled against leaving the country. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]. We counseled him to accept the deal. (used with 
quotations]: “I would go straight for promotion,” he 
counseled. —Idiom. 4. keep one’s own counsel, to 
remain silent: She kept her own counsel on the issue. 
—Usage. See counci. 

coun-se-lor (koun/sa lər, -slar) /‘kawnsolor, -stor/ n. 
(count) 1. a person who counsels; adviser: Please see a 
counselor to ltelp you with these forms. 2. a supervisor 
at a children’s camp: The counselors weren't watclting 
the children. 3. a lawyer, esp. a trial lawyer: Counselor, 
please approach the bench. Also, esp. Brit., coun/’sel- 
lor. —coun/se-lor-ship’, n. [noncount) 

count’ (kount) /kawnt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to check over 
(objects) one by one to determine the total number: We 
counted all the towels in the rooms. 2. to list or name 
the numerals up to: [~ (+ up) + to + a number): Close 
your eyes and count (up) to ten. [~ + obj (+ up) + to 
+ a number): He counted the numbers (up) to fifty in 
Swahili. 3. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to include; take 
into account: Count her among the chosen. 4. (not: be 
+ ing; no obj) to be worth something; have value; 
matter: Every bit of help courts. [~ + as + obj}: The 
computer doesn't count as office furniture. [~ + for + 
Obj): His twenty years of service should count for some- 
thing. 5. to consider or regard: [~ + obj + adjective): 
counted himself lucky. [~ + obj + among + obj): 
counted among the greatest minds of the century. 6. 
count against, [~ + against + obj] to cause trouble 
for; work against: /f / revealed my true feelings, it would 
count against me. 7. count down, [no obj] to count 
backward from a number to zero: At the launch pad they 
counted down from ten to zero, ignition, and lift-off. 8. 
count in, [~ + obj + in] to include: Free tickets? Count 
me in! 9. count on or upon, [~ + on/upon + obj) to 
depend or rely on: We're counting on you to be there. 
10. count out, a. to declare (a boxer) the loser in a bout 
because of inability to stand up before the referee has 
counted to 10: [~ + obj + out): They counted the 
champion out. (~ + out + obj): The referee counted out 
the champion. b. (~ + obj + out] to exclude; leave 
(something) out; keep (someone) out or not involved: 
Swimming in the Moscow River on New Years Day? 
Count me out! c. to count and apportion or give out: [~ 
+ out + obj): The girls counted out their money in little 
piles. [~ + obj + out]: We counted the money out. 11. 
count up, to add up; figure a total of by counting: [~ + 
up + obj): | counted up the hours | had already spent 
and groaned. [~ + obj + up): Count today’s hours up 
and add them to the total. —n. 12. [count] the act of 
counting; reckoning; calculation: They did a few counts to 
check the ruimber of votes. 13. the number obtained by 
counting; the total: [count]: The count was fifty to noth- 
ing. (noncount): | lost count of the number of hours | 
spent. 14. [count] a separate charge in a legal proceed- 
ing against a defendant: two counts of embezzlement. 

count? (kount) /kawnt/ n. [count] (in some European 
countries) a nobleman equivalent in rank to an English 
earl. 

count? (kount) /kawnt/ This book uses the symbol 
[count] to stand for COUNTABLE noun. A countable noun is 
one that has a particular meaning or use in which we can 
imagine more than one item. So, a noun like boy has the 
meaning “a young male person,” and for that meaning 
we Can imagine more than one such person, so boy is a 
countable noun. The noun sugar, on the other hand, 
normally is a noun that cannot be counted, and so this 
book calls it NONcouNT, with the symbol [noncount]. But 
this example demonstrates how difficult this notion can 
be, because even the normally noncount noun sugar can 
have a countable use or meaning, namely, “a spoonful of 
sugar.” That meaning of sugar is [count], and so we can 
say “Give me two sugars, please,” meaning “two spoon- 
fuls (or packets, etc.) of sugar.” The noun itself is not 
(count) or [noncount); the particular use of the noun is. 

count-a-ble (koun/ta bəl) /‘kawntabal/ adj. (esp. of a 
noun, or a meaning of a noun) able to be counted: 
countable nouns like boy, desk, and ring. —count/a-bly, 
adv.: The noun sugar is used countably in the sentence 
“Give me two sugars, please.” See couNnT? above. 

count-down (kount/doun’) /'‘kawnt,dawn/ n. [count] the 
backward counting from the starting point of a rocket 
launching with the moment of firing given as zero: The 
countdown of the launching was halted just before zero 
because of a faulty coupling. 

coun-te-snance (koun’tn ens) /‘'kawntnons/ n., v., 
-nanced, -nanc-ing. —u. [count] 1. appearance, esp. the 
expression of the face: a sad countenance. 2. the face it- 
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self: / was happy to see your countenance. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to permit or tolerate; approve; allow: / won't coun- 
tenance that kind of language in the house. —coun’ te. 
nanc/er, n. [ cont) See -TENT-. 

counteer’ (koun/tar) /'kawntor/ n. [count] 1. a table or 
surface on which goods can be shown, etc.: Bring your 
goods to the checkout counter. 2. (in restaurants, etc.) a 
long, narrow table with stools for the customers, behind 
which meals are prepared and served: Tlie waitress 
tossed our food down on the counter. 3. a long, flat sur- 
face for the preparation of food in a kitchen: Just put the 
dishes on the counter for now. See illustration at APART- 
MENT. 4. anything used to keep account, esp. a disk or 
other small object used in a game, as checkers. 
—Idiom. 5. over the counter, [noncount] a. (of the 
sale of stock) through a broker's office rather than 
through the stock exchange. b. (of the sale of medicinal 
drugs) without requiring a prescription: You can buy that 
drug over the counter in any shop. 6. under the 
counter, [noncount] illegally: If we buy the tickets under 
the counter using dollars, we'll get a much better price 
and exchange rate. 

count-er? (kour/tar) /‘kawntor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that counts. 2. an instrument for detecting and reg- 
istering radiation. 

counster® (kour/tar) /‘kawntar/ adv. 1. [~ + to + obj] 
in the reverse direction; contrary: This ran counter to 
what we expected. —adj. [be + ~ + to + obj] 2. oppo- 
site; opposed; contrary: The attack was counter to our 
expectations. —n. [count] 3. something opposite or con- 
trary to something else, such as a statement or action 
made to oppose another: He made a quick counter to 
the guard's retnark about ignorant tourists. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to oppose, esp. so as to weaken: / countered her 
arguments by pointing out the advantages of my plan. 

counter-, prefix. counter- has the meaning “against, 
counter to, opposed to.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COUNTERATTACK, COUNTERCLOCKWISE. 

coun-ter-act (koun/’tar akt/) /,kawntor'ekt/ v. [~ + 
obj] to act in opposition to; frustrate by contrary action: 
This medicine will counteract the effects of the disease. 
—coun’ter-ac/tant, adj. —coun-ter-ac-tion (koun/tar- 
ak/shon) /,kawntor'akfon/ n. [count] —coun/ter-ac/- 
tive, adj. —coun/ter-ac/tivesly, adv. 

coun-ter-at-tack (koun/ter ə tak’) /‘kawntoro,tek/ n. 
1. an attack made to reply to or oppose another attack: 
[court]: The army launched a counterattack across the 
river. (noncount): the concept of counterattack in modern 
warfare. —v. [no obj] 2. to make a counterattack: to 
counterattack at dawn. 

coun-ter-baleance (n. koun/ter bal/ans; v. koun/tar- 
bal’ans) /n. 'kawnter,;belens; v. | kawnter! belans/ n., 
v., -anced, -anc-ing. —n. [count] 1. a weight balancing 
another weight; an equal power or influence acting 
against another. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to oppose with an 
equal weight, force, or influence: to counterbalance a 
load. 

couns-ter-clock-wise (koun/ter klok/wiz’) /,kawnt- 
ar'klok,wayz/ adj., adv. in a direction opposite to that of 
the normal turning of the hands of a clock. 

coun-ter-cul-ture  (koun’ter kul/char) /kawntər- 
iKaltfor/ n. [(noncount] the culture and lifestyle of those 
people who reject the generally accepted values and be- 
havior of society: members of the courtterculture of the 
1960's. 

coun-ter-es-pi-o-nage (koun/tar es/pē ə nazh/, -nij) 
/ kawntor'espiyo,na3, -nid3/ n. [noncount] the detection 
of, and steps or measures taken against, enemy spying. 

coun-ter-feit (koun/tar fit’) /‘kawntor,fit/ adj. 1. made 
in imitation of something genuine with the intention of 
deceiving; forged: a plot to nake counterfeit money. 2. 
pretended; unreal: counterfeit grief —n, (count) 3. an 
imitation intended to be used as genuine; forgery: The 
expert held up the $20 bill and exclaimed, “It’s an obvi- 
ous counterfeit.” —v. 4. to make a counterfeit (of); forge: 
[no Obj]: guilty Of counterfeiting. [~ + obj]: The crooks 
counterfeited five-dollar bills. 5. {~ + obj] to pretend to 
have (an emotion, etc.): counterfeiting his grief for the 
benefit of the observers. —coun/ter-feit/er, n. [count] 

coun-ter-in-sur-gen-cy (koun/tar in siir’jan sē) 
/,kKawntorin'ssrd3ansiy/ n., pl. -cies. a program of com- 
bating guerrilla warfare: (noncount): a policy of counter- 
insurgency against the guerrillas. [count]: a jmiumber of 
counterinsurgencies against the guerrillas. —coun/ter- 
in-sur’gent, n. (count), adj. 

coun-ter-in-tel-ligence (koun’ter in tei jans) 
/,kawntorin'telid3zans/ m. (noncourtt] the activity of an in- 
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telligence service against the intelligence-gathering of a 
foreign power. 

count-ereman (koun’ter man’) /‘kawntor,man/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a person who waits on customers from 
behind a counter, as in a cafeteria. 

coun-ter-mand (v. koun’ter mand’, koun/’ter mand’; n. 
koun/ter mand’) /v. ;kawnter!mend, |! Kawntar; mænd; 
n. ‘kawntar,;mend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to give a second 
command that cancels (a command already given): The 
general countermanded his first order to attack. —n. 
[count] 2. a command, order, etc., canceling one already 
given. See -MAND-. 

coun-ter-meas-ure (koun/tar mezh/ar) /‘kawntor- 
mezor/ n. [count] an opposing action; an action or 
measure taken against another: the plane's electronic 
countermeasures to avoid detection by radar. 

coun-ter-pane (koun/tar pan’) /'kawntor,peyn/ n. 
[count] a quilt or covering for a bed; bedspread. 

coun-ter-part (koun/ter part’) /‘kawntor,part/ n. 
[count] a person or thing closely resembling another, 
esp. in function: The new Russian president came to 
Washington to meet his counterpart. See -PAR-. 

coun-ter-point (koun/tar point’) /‘kawntor,poynt/ n. 1. 
POLYPHONY (def. 1). 2. [count] any element contrasted 
with another. 

coun-ter-pro-duc-tive (koun/’tar pra duk/tiv) /,kawnto- 
rpro'daktiv/ adj. producing the opposite effect from what 
was intended: Your apology was counterproductive be- 
cause no one believes you meant it sincerely. —coun/- 
ter-pro-duc/tive-ly, adv. 

coun-ter-rev-o-lustion  (Koun’tar rev’/a_ loo’shen) 
/‘kawntor,revo'luwJon/ n. a revolution against a govern- 
ment recently established by a revolution: [Noncount]: An 
attempt at counterrevolution failed. [count]: They staged 
a counterrevolution. —coun/ter-rev/o-lu/tion-ar-y, n. 
[count], pl. -arsies: a city full of counterrevolutionaries. 
—adj.: counterrevotutionary strategy. 

coun-ter-sign (koun/ter sin’) /‘kawntor,sayn/ n. [count] 
1. a sign used in reply to another sign. 2. a signature 
added to another signature, esp. to show that the first 
one is genuine. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to sign (a document 
that has been signed by someone else), esp. in order to 
provide identification: Countersign the document where 
I've marked the lines with x's. 

coun-ter-ten-or (koun/ter ten/ər) /‘kawntor,tenar/ n. 
[count] 1. a tenor who can approximate the vocal range 
of a female alto. 2. a voice part for a countertenor. 
count-ess (koun“tis) /‘kawntis/ n. [count] 1. the wife or 
widow of a count in the nobility of continental Europe or 
of an earl in the British peerage. 2. a woman having the 
rank of a count or earl in her own right. 

count-less (kount/lis) /‘kawntlis/ adj. [usually: before a 
noun] so vast a number as to be beyond counting; innu- 
merable: countless stars in the sky. 

count’ noun’, n. [count] a noun that is countable. See 
COUNT?. 

coun-tri-fied (kun/tra fid’) /'kantra,fayd/ adj. made to 
be like the country in appearance, conduct, etc.; rural: 
those charmingly simple countrified ways of hers. 
country (kun’tré) /‘kantriy/ n., pl. -tries, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] a state or nation: European countries. 2. (count 
the territory or land of a nation: the country of France. 3. 
[count] the people of a district, state, or nation: That 
whole country hates foreigners. 4. [count] the land of 
one’s birth or citizenship. 5. [count; singular: the + ~] 
rural districts, as Opposed to cities or towns: We both 
grew up in the country. 6. [noncount] an area marked by 
certain characteristics, etc.: Pennsylvania Dutch country. 
7. COUNTRY MUSIC. —adj. [before a noun) 8. of, from, or 
characteristic of the country: a country boy. 9. of or relat- 
ing to country music: a country singer. 
coun/try-and-west/ern, 1. COUNTRY MUSIC. 

coun’try club’, n. [count] a club outside a city or 
town, usually in the country, with facilities for sports. 
coun/try danc/ing, n. [noncount] dancing originally 
from rural England, esp. dancing in which the dancers 
face each other in two rows. 

counstryeman (kun/’tre mən) /‘kantriyman/ n. (count), 
pl. -men. a native or inhabitant of one’s own country. 
coun’try mu/sic, n. [noncount] music originally from 
the folk music of the Southeast and the cowboy music of 
the West. 

counstry-side (kun/tré sid’) /‘kantriy,sayd/ n. [non- 
count] a particular section of a country, esp. a rural sec- 
tion: beautiful countryside three hours north of the city. 
coun-ty (koun’té) /‘kawntiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 1. the 
largest local division of government in most states of the 
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U.S.. 2. a unit of local government in Great Britain, Ca- 
nada, etc. 3. the people of a county: Last year the county 
voted for the first time. 

coup (koo) /kuw/ n. [count], pi. coups (kooz). 1. a highly 
successful, unexpected act or move: /t was quite a coup 
to get the Russian hockey star to come and play in New 
York. 2. (among the Plains Indians of North America) a 
daring deed performed in battle by a warrior. 3. coup 
D'ÉTAT. 

coup de grâce (kōọ də gras’) /,kuw' də gras/ n. 
[count], pi. coups de grâce (kōō/də gras’) / kuw'də 
gras/. 1. a death blow, esp. one to end suffering: The 
veterinarian applied the coup de grace to the badly in- 
jured horse. 2. any finishing or decisive act, move, or 
stroke: The coup de grace was the winning goat in the 
last minute of play. 

coup d’é-tat (koo’ da ta’) /,kuw dey'ta/ n. (count), pl. 
coups d'é-tat (kōō/ da taz’, -ta”) /|kuw dey'taz, -'ta/. a 
sudden and decisive action that results in a forceful 
change of government: The generals staged a coup 
d'état. 

coupe (kdop) /kuwp/ n. [count] a closed, two-door car 
shorter than a sedan of the same model. 

courple (kup/al) /'kapal/ n., v., -pled, -pling. —n. 
[count] 1. a combination of two of a kind; pair: Arrange 
the chairs in couples. 2. a grouping of two persons, such 
as a married pair, or dance partners: What a lovely cou- 
ple they make. 3. a couple of, [~ + of + a plural noun] 
a few; several; more than one but not many: /t’s a couple 
of miles farther on. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to fasten or associ- 
ate together in a pair or pairs: The trainmen coupled the 
cars together. 5. [~ + obj + with + obj] to join; con- 
nect: The economic demands were coupled with cries for 
politicat freedom. 6. [no obj] to have sex; copulate. 
—-Usage. Compare pair and coupte, which both take a 
before and of after, and have the meaning “a group of 
two.” PaiR is used when the two items mentioned next 
come as a set, with one not usually used without the 
other: a pair of socks, a pair of gloves, or when there is 
one item that has two parts, as in a pair of shorts, a pair 
of scissors. coupLe is used for things of the same kind 
that happen to be two in number: a couple of books, a 
couple of chairs. Only couple has the sense of “a few, 
several,” as in a couple of miles away. coupe therefore 
can mean “two (or more)”; PAIR will almost always mean 
“two (or less).” 

couplet (kup/lit) /‘kaplit/ n. [count] a pair of lines of 
poetry or verse, esp. a pair of the same length that 
rhyme and come one after the other. 

courpling (kup/ling) /‘kaplin/ n. 1. (noncount] the act of 
a person or thing that couples. 2. [count] a connection 
between two railroad cars. 

couepon (kd0/pon, kyoo’-) /‘kuwpon, ‘'kyuw-/ n. [count] 
1. a portion of a ticket, label, or the like, entitling the 
holder to something, or for use as an order blank, etc.: 
clipped a few discount coupons from the paper. 2. a 
separate piece of paper, ticket, etc., for the same pur- 
pose. 

-cour-, root. -conr- comes ultimately from Latin, where it 
has the meaning “run, happen.” It is related to -cur-. 
This meaning is found in such words aS: CONCOURSE, 
COURIER, COURSE, DISCOURSE, RECOURSE. 

cour-age (kur/ij, kur’-) /‘karid3, 'kar-/ n. [noncount] the 
quality of mind that enables a person to face difficulty, 
danger, etc., without fear; bravery. —cou-ra-geous (ka- 
ra/jas) /ka'reyd3as/ adj. —cou-ra/geousely, adv. 

courei-er (kûr/ē ar, kddr/-) /‘'kariyor, 'kur-/ n. 1. a mes- 
senger: [count]: A special courier brought us the over- 
night package. [noncount]: It was brought by courier. 2. 
[count] a tour guide for a travel agency. See -cour-. 

course (kôrs, kōrs) /kors, kowrs/ n., v., coursed (kôrst, 
kōrst) /korst, kowrst/ cours-ing. —n. 1. a direction or 
route to be taken: [count]: Our course took us over the 
Grand Canyon. [noncount): The flight was well off course. 
2. [count] the path along which anything moves: the 
course of a Stream. 3. (count; usually: singular] the con- 
tinuous passage through time or a succession of stages: 
in the course of a year. 4. [count] area, etc., on which a 
game is played, a race is run or sailed, etc.: the downhill 
ski course. 5. (count; usually: singular] a particular man- 
ner of proceeding: planned a course of action. 6. [count] 
a normal manner of procedure: The disease ran its 
course. 7. [count] a planned or prescribed series: Sug- 
gested a course of medical treatment for my painful 
back. 8. [count] a program of instruction, such as in a 
college; class or number of classes: / took three courses: 
reading, writing, and mathematics. 9. [count] a part of a 
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meal served at one time: Dad's main course was always 
roast beef. —v. [no obj) 10. to run, race, or move swiftly: 
blood coursing through his veins. —Idiom. 11. in due 
course, [nonconnt] in the proper order of events: YonH 
get your promotion in due course. 12. of course, [ron- 
count] a. certainly; definitely: ‘7 dont know if 1 can do 
this on time.” “Of course you can!” b. in the usual order 
of things: The world would be a better place without him, 
but of course that’s not possible. See -cour-. 

court (kort, kort) /kort, kowrt/ n. 1. a. a place where le- 
gal justice is administered: [count]: There will be order in 
this court. [noncount]: They tried to settle the case out of 
court. b. [count] a group of people, such as judges, law- 
yers, and a jury, authorized to hear and decide legal 
cases: The court gasped in astonishment at the testi- 
mony. 2. [count] an open area surrounded by buildings, 
walls, etc.: Flowers and trees grew in the court of our 
building. 3. (countja short street. 4. [count] a smooth, 
level, four-sided area marked with lines, on which to play 
tennis, etc.: The court was slippery in the rain. 5. [count] 
the residence of a king, queen, or other high-ranking 
person; palace: at the kings court. 6. [count] the people 
accompanying a king, queen, or other high-ranking per- 
son: Some of his plays were performed before the court 
of the queen. 7. [nonconnt] devotion; attention in order 
to win favor; homage: The Knight wanted to pay court to 
his fair maiden. —v. 8. [~ + obj] to try to win the favor 
or goodwill of: the president’s tax plan to court the rich. 
9. to seek the affections of; try to attract; woo: [~ + obj): 
He was courting a young lady when I met him. [no obj): 
They were courting but couldn't marry for a few years. 
10. (of animals) to attempt to attract (a mate) by engag- 
ing in certain specific behavior: [~ + obj]: The male 
courts a female by wrapping his neck around her. {no 
obj): The males court to attract a mate but don't always 
succeed. 11. [~ + obj] to act so as to cause, lead to, or 
get (something bad); risk: courting disaster by tatking to 
your boss that way. —Idiom. 12. hold court, to act as 
the center of attention for one’s admirers: She held court 
out on the veranda. 

cour-te-ous (kiir/té as) /'kartiyas/ adj. of, relating to, or 
showing courtesy: a courteous note of thanks, —cour/- 
te-ous-ly, adv.: | always try to treat my students courte- 
ously. —cour/te-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

cour-te-san (kôr/tə zən, kōr/-) /'kərtəzən, 'kowr-/ n. 
[count] (esp. formerly) a woman who is looked after by 
noblemen or men of wealth and kept for a sexual rela- 
tionship. 

cour.te.sy (kûr/tə sé) /‘kartasiy/ n., pl. -sies. 1. [non- 
count] good manners or social conduct; polite behavior: 
Treat everyone with courtesy. 2. (count; usually plural a 
courteous, respectful act or expression: exchanging a few 
courtesies. 3. [(noncount] favor, help, or generosity: The 
actors appeared through the courtesy of their union. 
—prep. 4. courtesy of, [~ + of + obj] thanks to; by the 
generosity of: The show comes live from Hollywood, 
courtesy of the Public Broadcasting System. 

court-house (k6rt/hous’, kort/-) /‘kort haws, 'kowrt-/ n. 
[count] a building in which courts of law are held. 

coursti-er (kôr/tē ər, kōr/-) /‘kortiyar, 'kowr-/ n. [count] 
1. a person who is often at the court of a king; attendant. 
2. a person who flatters. 

courtely (kôrt/lē, kort/-) /‘'kortliy, 'kowrt-/ adj., -liver, -lie 
est. refined; elegant: courtly manners. —court/li-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

court/-mar/’tial, n., pi. courts-mar-tial, court-mar- 
tials, v., -tialed, -tial-eing or (esp. Brit.) -tialled, -tial- 
ling. —n. [count] 1. a military court that hears cases 
against members of the armed forces. 2. a trial by such 
a court. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to try (military personnel) by 
court-martial: The major was court-martialed for mutiny. 

court-room (kôrt/rõom/, -rõóm/, kōrtť/-) /'kort,ruwm, 
-rom, 'kowrt-/ n. [count] a room in which the sessions 
of a law court are held: /f there isnt silence the judge will 
clear the courtroom. 

court-ship (kôrt/ship, kōrt/-) /‘kortfip, 'kowrt-/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act by one person of trying to win the fa- 
vorable attention of another, esp. by a man toward a 
woman: When it came to courtship he was clumsy and 
inexperienced. 2. [count] the period during which such 
courting takes place: a brief courtship of only a few 
months. 3. [noncount] behavior in animals before and 
during mating, often including elaborate displays: court- 
Ship displays. 

court-yard (kOrt/yard’, kOrt/-) /‘kort,yard, 'kowrt-/ n. 
[count] a court open to the sky, esp. one enclosed on all 
four sides. 
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Cous-cous (koos’koos) /‘kuwskuws/ n. [(noncount] 1. a 
North African dish of steamed semolina, served usually 
with a spicy stew. 2. the grainy semolina used in this 
dish. 

cous:in (kuz/an) /kazon/ n. [count] 1. the son or 
daughter of an uncle or aunt: cousins on my father’s 
side. 2. a person or thing related to another by similar 
natures, languages, etc.: (he Americas and all their Eng- 
lish-speaking cousins. 

courture (koo tòór/) /kuw'tur/ n. [noncount] 1. fashion 
design, or the business of such design. 2. fashion de- 
signers when thought of as a group. 3. the apparel cre- 
ated by such designers. —adj. [usually: before a noun] 4. 
created by a fashion designer or relating to or suggesting 
such creation: the couture look. j 

courturriver (kōō tõór/ē ər, -€ a’) /kuw'turiyor, -iy,cy/ n. 
[count] a person who works in couture: high-priced Hol- 
lywood couturiers. 

cove (kov) /kowv/ n. [count] a small opening or recess 
in the shoreline of a sea, lake, or river; a small, sheltered 
bay. 

cov-en (kuv/an, k0/van) /‘kavon, 'kowvon/ n. [count] an 
assembly of witches, esp. a group of thirteen. 

cov-e-enant (kuv’a nant) /kavonont/ n. [count] 1. a for- 
mal agreement between two or more persons to do or 
not do something. 2. a formal agreement of legal valid- 
ity, esp. One under seal. See -ven-. 

cov-er (kuv/ar) /‘kavor/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to be or serve as 
a covering for; extend over: Snow covered the fields. 2. 
[~ + obj] to place something upon, as for protection, 
concealment, or warmth: She covered the baby with a 
blanket. 3. [~ + obj] to protect or conceal (the head, 
body, etc.) with clothes, etc.; wrap: She covered her 
shoulders with a shawl. 4. [~ + obj) to bring upon (one- 
self): covered himself with honors. 5. [~ + obj] to 
Spread on or over; put over the surface of; coat: to cover 
bread with honey. 6. [~ + obj] to deal with; apply to: 
The new rules cover working conditions. 7. {~ + obj] to 
deal with (a subject); have (something) as the subject 
matter: The book covers 18th-century English history. 8. 
[~ + obj] to be enough to meet or to be able to pay for 
(a charge, etc.): The loan is to cover my losses. 9. [~ + 
obj) to act as a reporter of (an event, etc.): The news 
team covered the hostage crisis for that magazine. 10. 
[~ + obj) to insure against risk or loss: This policy 
covers you against everything. 11. [~ + obj] to protect 
or guard (a fellow soldier, etc.) during combat by taking a 
position from which the enemy can be fired upon: His 
fighter squadron covered the bombers on their run over 
enemy territory. 12. [~ + obj] to aim at, as with a pistol: 
Don't move; you're covered. 13. to take temporary 
charge of or responsibility for in place of another: [~ + 
for + obj). Cover for me at the office while I go to the 
dentist. [~ + obj]: TIF cover her classes while she’s sick. 
14. [~ + for + obj) to hide the action of another by pro- 
viding an alibi or by acting in the other’s place: } covered 
for her by telling the police she was with me. 15. [~ + 
obj] to achieve or accomplish (a distance) traveled over; 
pass Or travel over: We covered about ten miles hiking. 
16. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj) to spread over; occupy; 
take up: The territory covers an area the size of North 
Dakota, 17. cover up, a. to cover completely; enfold: [~ 
+ up + obj): She covered up the sleeping children with 
a blanket. [~ + obj + up]: She covered them up with 
warm blankets. b. to keep (something) secret: [no obj): 
One of the conspirators didn't want to cover up. [~ + up 
+ for + obj): Another one may have tried to cover up for 
his superior. [~ + up + obj): The general couldn't cover 
up everything that had happened. [~ + obj + up]: His 
mistress tried to cover everything up but had to tell the 
truth, —n. 18. [count] something that covers, such as 
the lid of a container or the casing of a book: a book 
cover. 19. [plural; the + ~] a blanket, quilt, or the like: 
He threw off the covers. 20. [noncount] protection; shel- 
ter: The soldiers searched frantically for cover. 21. [non- 
count] anything that hides; concealment: under cover of 
darkness. 22. [count] a false or assumed identity or oc- 
cupation that masks the real one: My cover was trade ne- 
gotiator, but in fact | was a spy. 23. COVER CHARGE. 
—Idiom. 24. cover all (the) bases, to anticipate all 
the possible results: Before he met with them he covered 
all the bases by preparing in his mind answers to every- 
thing that they might ask. 25. take cover, to seek shel- 
ter or safety: When it rained we took cover under the 
trees. —cov/er-er, n. [count] 

cov-er-age (kuv/ar ij) //kavorid3/ n. [(noncount] 1. pro- 
tection against a risk as listed in an insurance policy: cov- 
erage against fire, theft, flood, and earthquakes. 2. the 
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reporting or broadcasting of news: coverage of the 
Olympics. 

cov-eereall (kuv/ər OI) /‘kavor,ol/ n. Often, coveralls. 
[plural] a one-piece work garment worn over other cloth- 
ing as protection: My coveralls are torn. 

cov’er charge’, n. [count] an additional charge made 
by a restaurant for providing entertainment: a cover 
charge of twenty dollars. 

cov’ered wag/on, n. (count) a large wagon with a 
high canvas top, esp. such a wagon used by pioneers to 
cross the North American plains in the 19th century. 

cov-ersing (kuv/ər ing) /‘kavorin/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing laid over or wrapped around a thing, esp. for hiding 
or protection: We used the burlap bags as a covering in 
the cold. —adj. [before a noun) 2. providing explanation: 
a covering memo to accompany the charts. 

cov-er-let (kuv/ar lit) /‘kavorlit/ n. [count] a bed quilt 
that does not cover the pillow; bedspread. 

cov/er sto/ry, n. (count) 1. a magazine article high- 
lighted by an illustration on the cover. 2. a false story 
made up to conceal a true purpose; alibi: His cover story 
was that he was a visiting reporter, but in truth he was an 
industrial spy. 

co-vert (adj. k0/vart, kuv/ərt; n. kuv/art, kö/vərt) ladj. 
'kowvart, !kavərt; n. 'Kavərt, 'Kowvart/ adj. 1. con- 
cealed; secret; disguised: covert operations behind en- 
emy lines. —n. [count] 2. an area of trees or bushes giv- 
ing shelter to game; thicket. —co/vert-ly, adv.: / 
glanced covertly at them while they argued. —co’vert» 
ness, n. [noncount) 

cov’er-up’, n. [count] means of concealing or prevent- 
ing exposure or wrongdoing: planned the cover-up to 
keep people from finding out about the burglary. 

cov-et (kuv/it) /'kavit/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to desire improp- 
erly: to covet another's property. 2. to wish for strongly 
or eagerly; desire greatly: coveted a position in the main 
office. —cov/et-er, n. [count] 

cov-et-ous (kuv/a tas) /'kavatas/ adj. showing or involv- 
ing an improper desire or wish for something: looking 
with covetous eyes at his neighbor's beautiful wife. 
—cov/et-ous-ly, adv. —cov/et-ous-ness, n. (noncount] 

cow! (kou) /kaw/ n. [count] 1. the mature female of cat- 
tle: The cows were kept for their milk. 2. Informal. a do- 
mestic bovine of either sex and any age: Look at all the 
cows in the field. 3. the female of various other large an- 
imals, such as the elephant. —Idiom. 4. have a cow, 
Slang. to become very excited or angry; have a fit: told 
his teacher not to have a cow just because he forgot his 
homework. —cow/like’, adj. 

cow? (kou) /kaw/ v. [~ + obj] to frighten with threats; 
intimidate: / was cowed into agreeing with the boss. 
coweard (kou/ard) /'kawərd/ n. [count] a person who 
shows a shameful lack of courage: That coward always 
ran away from a fight. 

cow-ard-ice (kou/ar dis) /‘kawordts/ n. [noncount] lack 
of courage. 

coweardely (kou/ard lē) /‘kawordliy/ adj. lacking cour- 
age; of or like a coward: cowardly actions. 

cow>bird (kou/biird’) /‘kaw,bard/ n. [count] a blackbird 
of North America often found near cattle. 

cow-boy (kou/boi’) /kaw,boy/ n. [count] 1. a man on 
horseback who tends cattle: The cowboys branded the 
calves. 2. a reckless vehicle driver: The police never 
catch the cowboys on the interstate. 

cow-er (kou/ar) /'kawər/ v. [no obj] to pull back and 
away from, as in fear; cringe: The children cowered be- 
fore the storm. —cow/er-ingsly, adv. 

cowegirl (kou/gurl’) /‘kaw,g3rl/ n. [count] a woman or 
girl on horseback who herds and tends cattle. 
cow-hand (kou/hand’) /‘kaw,hand/ n. [count] a person 
employed on a cattle ranch; cowboy or cowgirl. 
cowehide (kou/hid’) /‘kaw,hayd/ n. 1. [count] the skin 
or hide of a cow. 2. [noncount] the leather made from it. 
cowl (koul) /kawl/ n. [count] 1. a hooded garment worn 
by monks. 2. the hood itself. 3. the forward part of the 
body of a motor vehicle supporting the rear of the hood 
and the windshield. 

cow:lick (kou/lik’) /‘kaw,lik/ n. [count] a small bit of 
hair on the head that grows in a direction different from 
that of the rest of the hair. 

cow-man (kou/man) /‘kawmoan/ n. (count), pl. -men. 1. 
a rancher. 2. a cowboy. 

co-work-er (kO0’wir/kor, kō wur/-) /‘kow,warkor, 
kow'wa3r-/ n. [count] a fellow worker: Ilis coworkers get 
along with him just fire. 


182 


cow-poke (kou/pok’) /‘kaw,powk/ n. [count] a cowboy 
or cowgirl. 

cow-puncheer (kou/pun/char) /‘kaw,pantfor/ n. [count] 
a cowboy or cowgirl. 

cowrrie or cowery (kou/’re) /‘kawriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ries. 1. a shellfish of the sea having a glossy oval shell 
with a narrow, toothed opening. 2. the shell of this shell- 
fish, sometimes used as currency in Asia and Africa. 

cowsslip (kou/slip) /‘kawslip/ n. [count] a flower, an 
English primrose having sweet-smelling yellow blossoms. 

cox-comb (koks’k6n7) /‘koks,kowm/ n. [count] a con- 
ceited, foolish, or pretentious man; fop. 

coy (koi) /koy/ adj. 1. shy or reserved; coquettish: She 
gave the prince a coy little smile. 2. shy; modest. 3. re- 
luctant to reveal one’s plans: We won't be coy; you're the 
one we want to hire. —coy/ish-ness, n. lnoncount) 
—coy/ly, adv. —coy/ness, n. [noncount) 

coy-orte (ki 6/té, ki/5t) /kay'owtiy, 'kayowt/ n. [count], 
pl. -tes, (esp. when thought of as a group) -te. a medi- 
um-sized North American animal resembling a wolf. 

coezy (kō/zē) /'kowziy/ adj., -ziver, -zivest, n., pl. -zies, 
v., -zied, -zy-ing. —adj. 1. snugly warm and comforta- 
ble: a cozy little house. 2. convenient, beneficial, or help- 
ful as a result of some dishonest, deceitful, or illegal ac- 
tivity: a cozy little agreement among the competing 
firms. —n. [count] 3. a padded covering for a teapot, 
etc., to retain the heat. —v. 4. cozy up, a. to (cause to) 
become more cozy: [no obj): They cozied up by the fire. 
[~ + up + obj]: New curtains cozied up the room. [~ + 
obj + up]: New curtains will cozy it up. b. [~ + up + to 
+ obj] to try to become friendly with someone in power 
to gain some benefit for oneself: cozied up to the boss to 
get a prornotion. Sometimes, cosy. —co-ziely (k0/zə le) 
kowzoaliy/ adv. —co/zi-ness, n. (noncount) 

CPA or C.P.A., an abbreviation of: certified public ac- 
countant. 

cpd., an abbreviation of: compound. 

CPI, an abbreviation of: consumer price index. 

cpl., an abbreviation of: corporal. 

CPR, an abbreviation of: cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
an emergency procedure using medical techniques in- 
tended to restore breathing or heartbeat to an injured 
person. 

cps, an abbreviation of: 1. characters per second. 2. cy- 
cles per second. 

CPU, an abbreviation of: central processing unit: the 
most important and basic part of a computer system, 
containing the circuitry to execute program instructions. 
Compare MICROPROCESSOR. 

cr., an abbreviation of: 1. credit. 2. creditor. 3. crown. 

crab! (krab) /kræb/ n., v., crabbed, crab-bing. —n. 1. 
[count] a sea animal, a crustacean having a wide, flat- 
tened body and five pairs of legs, the front legs being the 
largest and having claws. 2. [noncount] the flesh of the 
crab. —v. 3. [no obj) to fish for crabs. 4. to move (some- 
thing) sideways; scuttle: [no obj]: The soldiers crabbed 
forward quickly and dug in. [~ + obj]: They crabbed 
their tanks forward, shooting quickly, reloading, and then 
moving again. —crab/ber, n. [count] —crab/like/, adj. 

crab? (krab) /kræb/ n., v, crabbed, crab-bing. —n. 
[count] 1. a bad-tempered, unpleasant person: The Eng- 
lish teacher was an old crab to the Kids. —v. [no obj] 2. 
to find fault; complain: You were always crabbing; didn't 
you like it there? 

crab’ ap/ple, n. [count] 1. a small hard, sour apple, 
used for making jelly. 2. a tree bearing such fruit. 

crabebed (krab/id) /'kræbıd/ adj. 1. difficult to read: 
crabbed handwriting. 2. hard to understand; intricate 
and obscure: crabbed short stories and poetry. 3. bad- 
tempered; unpleasant in attitude: the crabbed old Eng- 
lish teacher. 

crabeby (krab/é) /'kræbiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. bad- 
tempered; unpleasant: a crabby old banker. —crabebicly 
(krab’a lē) /'kræbəliy/ adv. —crab/bi-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

crab’ grass’, n. (noncount] a weed grass that grows in 
thick patches on lawns. 

crack (krak) /kræk/ v. 1. to break without separation of 
parts; (cause to) become marked by lines that indicate a 
break: [no obj): The window cracked when a rock hit it. 
[~ + obj]: The rock cracked the glass. 2. to break open 
or into many parts: [~ + obj): cracked an egg into the 
bowl. [no obj): The egg cracked when it hit the floor. 3. 
to break with a sudden, sharp sound: [no obj): The wood 
in the fireplace cracked suddenly. [~ + obj): | cracked a 
few pieces of wood and added them to the fire. 4. to 
(cause to) make a sudden, sharp sound; snap: [no obj): 
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The whip cracked and the lions roared. [~ + obj): I 
cracked my knuckles nervously. 5. [no obj) (of the voice) 
to break abruptly; change to the wrong pitch: The tenor‘s 
voice cracked on that high note. 6. [no obj] to break 
down, esp. under severe psychological pressure: He fi- 
nally cracked from all the stress. 7. to strike forcefully: 
[no obj): His head cracked against the mantelpiece. [~ + 
obj): She cracked his head with the vase. 8. [~ + obj} to 
solve or reveal, esp. after much effort: to crack a murder 
case. 9. [~ + obj) Informal. to break into (a safe, etc.): 
tried to crack the safe but couldn't. 10. [~ + obj) Infor- 
mal. a. to open slightly, such as a door or window: Crack 
the windows and let's get some fresh air. b. to open (a 
book) in order to study or read: /t was a little late to be 
cracking the books. 11. crack down, to take severe 
measures, esp. in enforcing regulations: [no obj): tried to 
crack down, but by then things had gotten out of control. 
[~ + down + on + obj): a campaign to crack down on 
drug pushers. 12. crack up, Informal. a. (no obj} to suf- 
fer a mental breakdown: He cracked up when his wife left 
him. b. to (cause to) crash (an automobile or airplane): 
[no obj): The car spun out of control and cracked up. (~ 
+ up + obj): cracked up his father’s brand-new car. [~ 
+ obj + up]: He cracked the car up the first time he 
drove it. c. to (cause to) laugh hard without being able to 
stop: [no obj): He cracked up at the sight of her in those 
old frumpy pajamas. [~ + up + obj): That joke cracked 
up the audience. [~ + obj + up]: That joke cracked him 
up. —n. 13. [count] a break without separation of parts: 
a few cracks on the windshield. 14. [count] a slight 
Opening, as between boards in a floor: We plastered the 
cracks in the wall. 15. [count] a sudden, sharp noise: 
The crack of a rifle shot rang out. 16. [count] the snap of 
or as of a whip. 17. [count] a heavy or strong blow: a 
crack to the jaw. 18. [count] a sharp or funny remark: 
“Another crack like that and you'll be out of here,” the 
umpire yelled. 19. [count] a break in the tone of the 
voice: answered with a small crack in her voice. 20. 
[count] a chance; try: Id like a crack at that. 21. [non- 
count] highly addictive, purified cocaine in the form of 
pellets for smoking. —adj. [before a noun] 22. skillful; 
excellent; of high quality: a crack shot. —Idiom. 23. 
crack a smile, /nformial. to smile, esp. hesitantly. 24. 
get cracking, [no obj] to get moving; hurry up: Were 
late—let’s get cracking. 

crack-down (krak/doun’) /‘krak,dawn/ n. [count] the 
severe enforcing of regulations, esp. to punish oppo- 
nents, serious lawbreakers, etc., strongly or harshly: The 
police commissioner promised a crackdown on street 
crime. 

cracked (krakt) /krækt/ adj. 1. broken without separa- 
tion of parts: cracked walls. 2. damaged; injured: 
cracked ribs. 3. Informal. eccentric; mad: The captain is 
cracked; we may have to mutiny. 4. broken in tone, as 
the voice: answering in a cracked voice. —Idiom. 5. 
cracked up to be, [after a negative word or phrase] In- 
formal. expected by reputation to be: / hear the play is 
not what it's cracked up to be. 

crack-er (krak/ar) /‘krekar/ n. [count] 1. a thin, crisp 
biscuit. 2. a firecracker. —adj. [be/go + ~] 3. crackers, 
Informal. wild; crazy: to go crackers from too much work. 

crack-er-jack (krak/ar jak’) /‘krekor,d3ek/ n. [count] 
1. a person or thing that shows outstanding ability or ex- 
cellence. —adj. 2. exceptionally fine: a crackerjack 
worker. 

crack-head (krak/hed’) /‘krak,hed/ n. [count] Slang. a 
habitual user of cocaine in the form of crack. 

crack-house or crack house = (krak/hous’) 
krek, haws/ n. [count] a place where cocaine in the 
form of crack is bought, sold, and smoked. 

crack-le (krak/al) /‘krekol/ v., -led, -ling, n. —v. [no 
obj} 1. to make slight, sudden, sharp noises: The camp- 
fire crackled in the night. 2. to exhibit liveliness, excite- 
ment, or the like; sparkle: The play crackled with wit. 
—n. [count] 3. the act or sound of crackling: the crackle 
of the breakfast cereal. 

crack-pot (krak/pot’) /‘krek,pot/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who is eccentric, foolish, odd, or irrational: / had to deal 
with lots of crackpots at the Motor Vehicles office. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. strange; eccentric; foolish; irrational: 
another crackpot scheme to make money. 

crack-up (krak/up’) /‘krak,ap/ n. [count] 1. a crash; 
collision: a two-car crackup on the highway. 2. a mental 
breakdown: She's heading for a crackup if she keeps 
worrying like that. 

-cracy, suffix. -cracy comes ultimately from Greek, 
where it has the meaning “power; rule; government”, and 
is attached to roots to form nouns that mean “rule; gov- 
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ernment”; anto- + -cracy ~ autocracy (= government by 
one miler); theo- ("God") + -cracy ~ theocracy (= a 
country governed by the rule of God or a god). Compare 
-CRAT, 

craedle (krad/l) /'kreydl/ n, v, -dled, -dling. —n. 
[count] 1. a small bed for an infant: She rocked the baby 
gently in the cradle. 2. the place where something devel- 
Ops or grows in its early years: Boston is the cradle of the 
American Revolution. 3. a support for objects placed hor- 
izontally, such as the support for the receiver of a tele- 
phone. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to hold gently or protectively: 
cradled the little puppy in her arms. 

craft (kraft) /kræft/ n., pl. crafts or, for 4, 6, craft, v. 
—n. 1. [count] an art or trade requiring special skill, esp. 
of the hands: an arts and crafts festival. 2. [noncount] 
skill; ability to use the hands well or to do a job well: He 
flew the plane with craft that comes from years of experi- 
ence. 3. [noncount] cunning; deceit. 4. [count] a ship or 
other vessel: He took his small craft out to sea. 5. [plu- 
ral; used with a plural verb] a number of ships or other 
vessels when thought of as a group: Small craft are 
warned to stay clear. 6. [count] an aircraft. 7. (plural; 
used with a plural verb] aircraft when thought of as a 
group. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to make (an object, product, 
etc.) with great skill and care: The carver crafted the min- 
jature wooden horses with great skill; a carefully crafted 
novel. 

craftseman (krafts’man) /'kraftsmon/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. 1. a person who is skilled in a craft; artisan: Fine 
craftsmen made this boat. 2. an artist. —crafts/mane 
ship’, n. {noncount]: the fine craftsmanship of the carv- 
ings. 

craftsy (kraf/té) /'kræftiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. skillful in 
dishonest schemes; deceitful: a crafty old spy. —craft- 
ily (kraffte lē) /‘kraeftoliy/ adv.: He craftily persuaded 
her that we were the villains. —craft/ieness, n. [non- 
count] 

crag (krag) /krag/ n. [count] a steep, rugged rock, or 
part of a rock that sticks out: looking out over the edge 
of the crag to the sea. 

craggy (krag’é) /‘kragiy/ adj., -gi-er, -gi-est. 1. full of 
crags. 2. rugged; rough-hewn: a craggy, weather-beaten 
face. 

cram (kram) /kram/ v., crammed, cram-ming. 1. [~ + 
obj) to fill (something) by force with more than it can 
easily hold: crammed his mouth full of food. 2. [~ + obj 
+ down/into + obj) to force or stuff (something): 
crammed all his belongings into the tiny car. 3. [~ + 
into + obj) to crowd; jam: A mob crammed into the hall. 
4. [no obj) to study for an examination by memorizing 
facts at the last minute: stayed up all night cramming for 
the exam. 

cramp’ (kramp) /kræmp/ n. 1. Often, cramps. [plural] a 
sudden and uncontrolled spasm of a muscle, as in a limb 
or bodily organ: had cramps in his stomach. —v. 2. to 
(cause to) feel a cramp: [no obj): My muscles cramp at 
the slightest bit of cold. [~ + — obj): The cold cramped 
my leg muscles. 

cramp? (kramp) /kramp/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to restrict or 
hamper: / was cramped in the tiny room with a small 
desk and computer. — Idiom. 2. cramp one's style, to 
prevent one from showing one’s best abilities: She 
cramped my style with her constant interruptions. 

cramped (krampt) /krempt/ adj. 1. severely limited in 
space; small and crowded: crarnped closets. 2. a. (of 
handwriting) small and with the letters and words 
crowded together. b. (of a style of writing) hard to under- 
stand; crabbed. 

cran-ber-ry (kran/ber/é, -bə rē) /'kran,beriy, -boriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. 1. the sour red berry of certain plants 
of the heath family, used esp. to make a sauce or juice: 
cranberry sauce. 2. the plant itself, growing wild in bogs 
or cultivated in acid soils. 

crane (kran) /kreyn/ n, v., craned, craning. —n. 
[count] 1. a large wading bird with long legs, bill, and 
neck. 2. a large device for lifting and moving very heavy 
objects. —v. 3. to stretch (the neck) as a crane does, 
esp. to see better: [no obj]: She craned to see what had 
stopped the cars ahead. [~ + obj): He craned his neck 
to see who was ahead of him. 

Craenical (kra/né al) /‘kreyniyal/ adj. [before a noun) of 
or relating to the cranium: a cranial hemorrhage. 

cranium (kra/né am) /'kreyniyany/ n. (count), pl. -ni- 
ums, -ni-a (-nē a) /-niyo/. 1. the skull of any animal with 
a backbone. 2. the part of the skull that encloses the 
brain. 

crank (krangk) /krænk/ n. [count] 1. an arm or lever for 
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imparting motion to a rotating shaft. 2. Informal. a bad- 
tempered, grouchy person: an old crank. 3. a person 
who has strange ideas or who supports bizarre Causes: 
had to deal with all sorts of cranks among the public. 
—v. 4. [~ + obj] to rotate or move (something) by 
means of a crank: cranked the window oper. 5. to start 
(an engine) by turning the crankshaft: [~ + obj}: 1 tried 
cranking the engine but it wouldn't start. [no obj): The 
engine cranked until the battery wore down, but it still 
wouldn't start. 6. crank out, to produce a large number 
of (something) in a mechanical way: [~ + ont + obj]: 
managed to crank out two bestsellers within a few 
months. (~ + obj + out): She could really crank them 
ont in a hurry. 7. crank up, a. [no obj] to get started: 
The new theater season is cranking up with a gala bene- 
fit. b. [~ + up + obj] to stimulate or produce: to crank 
up enthusiasm for a new product. —adj. (wsually: before 
a noun) 8. of, relating to, or done by an unbalanced per- 
son: a crank phone call. 

crankeshaft (krangk/shaft’) /‘krenk feft/ n. (count) (in 
an internal-combustion engine) a shaft having one or 
more cranks. 

crankey (krang/’ké) /'krienkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. ill- 
tempered; grouchy: She's cranky when she doesn't sleep 
enough. 2. eccentric; erratic. 3. malfunctioning: a 
cranky, balky car. —crank-iely (krang/ke lē) /‘krankoaliy/ 
adv.: She complained crankily. —crank/i-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

cranny (kran/é) /'kræniy/ n. (count), pl. -nies. 1. a 
small, narrow opening in a wall, rock, etc.; crevice. 2. a 
place or corner out of view; nook: She'd found a little 
cranny to sit and read in. 

crap (krap) /krep/ n., v., crapped, crap-ping. —n. 1. 
Vulgar. a. [poncount) EXCREMENT. b. [count] an act of def- 
ecation. 2. [noncount] Slang. (sometimnes vulgar). non- 
sense; false statements; exaggeration. 3. [noncount] 
junk; litter: Get rid of all this crap in your room. —v. {no 
obj] 4. Vulgar. to defecate. 

craps (kraps) /kreps/ n. [noncount; used with a singular 
verb] a game of dice. 

crash (krash) /kræf/ v. 1. to make a loud, clattering 
noise:[No Obj]: The windows crashed from the explosion. 
[~ + obj): The explosion crashed the windows. 2. to 
(cause to) break or fall to pieces with noise: [no obj]: The 
glass crashed to the floor. [~ + obj]: He crashed his 
glass to the floor angrily. 3. (of moving objects) to collide 
violently and noisily: [no obj]: The two cars left the road 
and crashed. [~ + into + obj]: The cars crashed into a 
wall. 4. to cause (a moving vehicle) to collide with an- 
other object violently: [~ + obj]: He crashed his car on 
the highway. [~ + obj + into/through + obj): He 
crashed his car into the wall. 5. to move, force, or drive 
with violence and noise: [~ + into/through + obj]: The 
truck crashed through the gate. [~ + obj + into/throigh 
+ obj]: The driver crashed the tnick into the gate. 6. [no 
obj] (of an aircraft) to land in such a way that damage or 
destruction cannot be avoided: The pilot tried to land but 
the plane crashed. 7. [~ + obj] to cause (an aircraft) to 
suffer severe damage or destruction in landing: The pilot 
crashed the plane into the rnountain. 8. [no obj] to col- 
lapse or fail suddenly, such as a financial enterprise: The 
stock market crashed. 9. [no obj) Slang. a. to sleep: I've 
got to crash; can I use that bed? b. to fall asleep: I’m 
crashing; see you tomorrow. c. to stay temporarily with- 
out payment: / crashed with my brother for a week. 10. 
[no obj] Slang. to experience unpleasant sensations 
when a stimulant drug wears off. 11. [no obj] (of a com- 
puter) to shut down because of something wrong with 
the hardware or software: The computer crashed and I 
lost all my data. 12. [~ + obj] to enter or force one’s 
way into (an event) without an invitation: tried to crash 
the party. —n. (count) 13. an act or instance of crashing: 
several bad early-rnorning crashes on the interstate high- 
way. 14. the emergency landing of an aircraft, etc., usu- 
ally causing severe damage. 15. a sudden general col- 
lapse of a business, the stock market, etc.: the farnous 
stock market crash of 1929. —adj. [before a noun) 16. 
involving a strong, intensive effort, esp. to deal with an 
emergency, meet a deadline, etc.: went on a crash diet. 

crash/’-land/’, v. to land (an aircraft) in an emergency 
so that damage or destruction is unavoidable: [no obj]: 
Tlie plane crash-landed in the field. [~ + obj): The pilot 
crash-landed the plane on the carrier deck. crash/- 
landing, n. (cont) 

crash’ pad’, n. [count] Slang. a place to sleep or live 
temporarily and at no cost. 

crass (kras) /krivs/ adj., -er, -est. without refinement; 
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gross: crass manners. —crass/ly, adv. —crass/ness, n. 
(noncount) 

-crat, suffix. -crat comes ultimately from Greek, where it 
has the meaning “ruler; person having power”, and is at- 
tached to roots to form nouns that mean “ruler; member 
of a ruling body”: auto- + -crat ~ autocrat (= a ruler 
governing alone). Compare -CRACY. 

crate (krāt) /kreyt/ n., v., crated, crating. —n. [count] 
l. a wooden box made of slats, for packing, shipping, or 
storing: A few crates of fruit fell from the truck. 2. the 
quantity, esp. of fruit, that is packed in a crate. 3. Infor- 
mal. something old or worn-out, esp. an automobile. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to pack in a crate: They crated the ba- 
nanas. 

cra-ter (kra/ter) /'kreytor/ n. [count] 1. a bowl-shaped 
hole in the ground formed by volcanic action, a meteor- 
oid, or the like: tre craters of the moon. 2. the hole in 
the ground where a bomb or shell has exploded. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to make a crater or craters in: The runway had 
been cratered by bombs. 

cra-vat (kre vat’) /kra'vet/ n. [count] 1. Necktie (def. 1). 
2. a scarf worn about the neck and folded at the front 
with the ends tucked into the neckline of one’s shirt. 

crave (krav) /kreyv/ v., craved, crav-eing. 1. [~ + obj] 
to long for; desire eagerly: craves honor and fame more 
than money. 2. [~ + for/after + obj] to have strong 
need or desire: craved for the safety and security of 
home. 3. [~ + obj] to require; need: a problem craving 
your prompt attention. 

craven (kra/van) /'kreyvan/ adj. showing a shameful 
lack of courage; cowardly. —era/venely, adv.: He gave in 
cravenly to whatever the boss asked for. —cra/ven- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

craveing (kra/ving) /‘kreyvin/ n. [court] a strong or ea- 
ger desire; yearning: He felt a great craving for a ciga- 
rette. 

crawefish (kr6/fish’) /‘kro,fif/ n., pl. (esp. when thought 
of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) -fish-es. 
CRAYFISH. 

crawl (krôl) /krol/ v. 1. [no obj] to move with the head 
or face downward and the body close to the ground, or 
on the hands and knees. 2. [no obj] to move or progress 
slowly: a line of cars crawling toward the beach. 3. [no 
obj] to behave in a way that indicates deep fear or that is 
an attempt to win favor: He came crawling to the boss to 
ask for his job back. 4. (often: be + ~ing; ~ + with + 
obj] to be full of: The hut was crawling with insects. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to visit or go to (pubs, restaurants, etc.) one after 
the other: a night of crawling the pubs. —n. [count] 6. 
the act of crawling; a slow, crawling motion. 7. a slow 
rate of progress: moving at a crawl through the toll 
gates. 8. a swimming stroke performed with the front of 
the body facing downward and one arm then the other 
rotating over the head, combined with flutter Kicks of the 
legs. —Idiom. 9. make one’s skin crawl, [] to give a 
feeling of disgust or horror: Watching the snakes made 
my skin crawl. 

crawl-space or crawl space (krdl’spas’) /'krol,speys/ 
n. [count] (in a building) an area that can be reached 
only by crawling, for access to plumbing, storage, etc.: 
Raccoons had gotten into the crawlspaces. 

crawl-ey (kr6/lé) /'kroliy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est, n., pl. crawl- 
ies. —adj. 1. characterized by crawling, such as worms 
or insects, and causing a feeling of disgust or horror. 
—n. [count] 2. a crawling insect, small reptile, etc. 

cray-fish (kra/fish’) /'krey,fiJ/ also crawfish, n. 
[count], pl. (esp. when thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. 
for kinds or species) -fish-es. Also called craw-dad 
(kr6/dad’) /'kro,dæd/ craw-dad-dy (-dad/é) /-,dediy/. a 
freshwater shellfish with five pairs of legs, resembling a 
small lobster. 

cray-on (kra/on, -an) /'kreyon, -an/ n. 1. a pointed stick 
of colored wax or chalk, used for drawing or coloring: 
[count]: a brand new box of crayons. [noncount): a draw- 
ing done in crayon. —v. 2. to draw or color with a crayon 
or crayons: [no obj]: The children have been Crayoning 
all day. [~ + obj): crayoned their pictures. 

craze (kraz) /kreyz/ v., crazed, crazing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to make insane or wildly excited; derange: crazed 
with the desire for revenge. —n. [count] 2. a popular fad; 
mania; person or object of great popular interest: That 
singing star was a big craze in Japan for years. 

Craezy (kra’zé) /'kreyziy/ adj., -ziver, -zi-est, n., pl. 
-zies. —adj. 1. mentally unbalanced; insane. 2. impracti- 
cal; foolish; stupid: a crazy scherne. [be + ~ + to + 
verb]: I thought she was crazy to get rnarnied. [it + be + 
~+ to + verb]: It was crazy to get married so young. 3. 
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[be + ~ + about + obj] very eager, excited, or enthusi- 
astic: He's crazy about computers. 4. [be + ~ + about 
+ obj] very fond of; attracted to; infatuated by: She's 
crazy about him. 5. wnusual; very odd; bizarre: What a 
crazy hat he was wearing. 6. drive someone crazy, 
[drive + obj + ~] to annoy or bother someone greatly: 
The kids were driving him crazy. —n. [count] 7. Slang. 
an unpredictable person; one who behaves in an odd, bi- 
zarre, or foolish way. —Idiom. 8. like crazy, Slang. 
with great enthusiasm or energy; wildly: We worked like 
Crazy all morning. —cra/zi-ly, adv.: We drove crazily to 
get there on time. —era/zi-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

creak (krék) /kriyk/ v. 1. to (cause to) make a sharp, 
scraping, or squeaking sound: [no obj]: The misty old 
gate creaked. [~ + obj]: He creaked the door when he 
opened it. 2. [no obj] to move slowly with or as if with 
such a sound: The broken-down car creaked along 
slowly. —n. [count] 3. a creaking sound: / heard a few 
creaks from the old floorboards. —creak/y, adj., -i-er, 
-ivest. 

cream (krém) /kriym/ n. 1. [noncount] the fatty, 
smooth, thick part of milk: /7/ take crearn and sugar in 
my coffee, please. 2. [noncount] a substance like this, 
containing medicine or other ingredients, applied to the 
skin: some first-aid cream for a rash. 3. [noncount) any 
of various foods made with cream or milk or that are 
thick and smooth like cream: crearn of mushroom soup; 
Bavarian cream. 4. [count] the best part of anything: the 
cream of society. 5. [noncount] a yellowish white color. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. to mix (butter and sugar, etc.) to a 
smooth, creamy mass: Cream the mixture thoroughly. 7. 
[~ (+ off) + obj) to take the best part of: The defense 
ministry creamed (off) the brightest engineers. 8. Slang. 
a. to beat up; hit or strike badly: The gang creamed a 
few victirns. b. to win decisively over: We crearned the Gi- 
ants by a score of 50-0. —adj. 9. of the color cream; 
cream-colored. 

cream’ cheese’, n. [noncount] a soft, white, unrip- 
ened cheese that is easily spread, made of sweet milk 
and sometimes cream.” 

creamer (kre/mear) /‘kriymor/ n. 1. [count] a small jug 
or pitcher for serving cream. 2. [count] an apparatus for 
separating cream from milk. 3. [noncount] a product 
made chiefly from corn syrup, used esp. in coffee as a 
substitute for cream or milk. 

creamery (krē/mə rē) /‘kriymoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. 
1. a place where milk and cream are processed or where 
butter and cheese are produced. 2. a place for the sale 
of milk and milk products. 

cream/ of tar/tar, n. (noncount] a white salt, used 
chiefly in baking powder. 

cream/ puff’, n. [count] 1. a light, hollow pastry filled 
with custard or whipped cream. 2. a weak or timid per- 
son. 3. a vehicle or machine that has been kept in unu- 
sually good condition. 

creamery (kré/meé) /‘kriymiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. thick and 
smooth like cream; of or like cream: soft, crearny butter. 

crease (krés) /kriys/ n., v., creased, creas-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a line or furrow on paper, cloth, etc., produced 
by folding, striking, etc.: a single crease on slacks. 2. a 
wrinkle, esp. One on the face: creases caused by age and 
worry, —v. 3. to (cause to) become creased; wrinkle: [no 
obj): his forehead creased with worry. [~ + obj]: Years of 
worry had creased his forehead. 4. [~ + obj] to wound 
or injure slightly by a shot: The bullet just creased his 
shoulder. 

create (kré at’) /krry'eyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. 
1. to cause to come into being: The belief is that God 
created the universe. 2. to bring into being from one’s 
imagination: He created a new theory of the universe. 3. 
to arrange, bring about, or produce (a feeling, emotion, 
etc.): This proposal is bound to create imore confusion. 
4. to establish; set up: The government created several 
new agencies. 

creea-tion (kré a’shan) /kriy'eyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
act of creating, or the fact of being created: Scholars no 
longer try to investigate the creation of language. 2. the 
Creation, [noncount) the original bringing into existence 
of the universe by God. 3. [noncount] the world; uni- 
verse: In all of creation there is not another one quite 
like this. 4. [count] something created: Disney's creations 
brought joy to children everywhere. 

cre-aetion-ism (kré a/sha niz’em) /kriy'eyfo,nizom/ n. 
[noncount) 1. the doctrine or belief that the creation of 
the universe occurred in exactly the same way as told in 
the Bible. 2. the doctrine that God creates out of nothing 
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a new human soul for each individual born. —cre-a/- 
tion-ist, n. (count), adj. 

cre-a-tive (kré a/tiv) /kriy'cytiv/ adj. 1. having the 
quality or power of creating: a very creative writer. 2. re- 
sulting from original thought; imaginative: gave us some 
creative suggestions. 3. producing intentionally false in- 
formation, etc.: Creative bookkeeping tnade his losses 
profits. —cre-a/tive-ly, adv. —cre-a/tive-ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

creativity (kré/a tiv/i tē) /,kriyey'tivrtiy/ n. [non- 
count) the ability to produce original, imaginative ideas, 
Solutions, or the like: uses creativity in problern solving. 

cre-a-tor (kré a/tar) /kriy'cytor/ m. 1. [count] a person 
or thing that creates. 2. the Creator, [proper noun) 
God. 

crea-ture (kré/char) /'kriytfər/ n. [count] 1. an animal, 
esp. a nonhuman: all creatures of the planet. 2. any be- 
ing: creatures of the imagination. 3. person; human be- 
ing: She's a lovely creature. 4. a person under the con- 
trol or influence of another person or thing: a creature of 
habit. 

crèche (kresh) /kref/ n. [count] 1. a representation of 
Mary, Joseph, and others around the crib of Jesus in the 
Stable at Bethlehem. 2. a home for foundlings. 3. Brit. 
DAY NURSERY. 

-cred-, root. -cred- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “believe.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: CREDENCE, CREDENTIAL, CREDIBLE, CREDIT, CREDO, CREDU- 
LOUS, CREED, INCREDIBLE. 

cre-dence (kréd/ns) /'kriydns/ n. (nonconnt) 1. belief as 
to the truth of something: to give credence to an adver- 
iser's claims. 2. something that establishes a claim to 
belief or confidence. See -CRED-. 

cre-den-tial (kri den/shal) /kri'denfal/ n. [count] Usu- 
ally, credentials. [p/uraf) 1. evidence of a person's iden- 
tity, position, etc., usually in written form: No one is ad- 
mitted without credentials. 2. anything that provides the 
basis for confidence, as in one’s qualifications: His 
credentials for the new job are itnpressive. See -CRED-. 

cre-deneza (kri den’za) /kri'denzo/ n. [count], pl. -zas. 
a low, closed cabinet for papers, supplies, etc., in an of- 
fice. 

cred:i-bileiety (kred’a bil/i tē) /|kredo'bilttiy/ n. [non- 
count] the state or quality of being believed or trusted. 

credibility gap’, n. (count; usually singular) the dif- 
ference between what is said (as by politicians) and what 
is true or is believed to be true: The senator's credibility 
gap is widening. 

cred:-i-ble (kred’a bal) /‘kredabol/ adj. 1. capable of be- 
ing believed; trustworthy: The jury considered her testi- 
mony credible. 2. effective or reliable: credible new de- 
fense weapons. —cred/i-bly, adv.: We have to respond 
credibly to their attacks or they won't believe we are seri- 
ous. See -CRED-. 

cred-it (kred/it) /‘kredit/ n. 1. (noncount] public praise 
or commendation given for some action, etc.: He was 
happy to take all the credit, and none of the blame. 2. 
(count; usually singular] a source of pride or honor: 
Those Olympic athletes were a credit to our nation. 3. 
[noncount) trust; credibility; belief: The story of his illness 
gained credit when he failed to show up at the meeting. 
4. [noncount]) a. permission for a customer to have 
goods or use services that will be paid for at a later date: 
We have credit with that cornpany. b. one’s reputation for 
paying bills or debts on time: My credit is good. 5. a. 
[noncount) official acceptance of the work of a student in 
a course of study: received credit for that course. b. 
[count] one official unit of such work usually representing 
attendance at one class per week throughout a semester, 
quarter, or term: He took fifteen credits in English. 6. 
[count] a sum of money due to a person: Your account 
shows a credit of $50. 7. [count] a deposit or sum of 
money against which a person may draw money: a Credit 
of $5,000 in savings. 8. [count] a. an entry in a business 
account showing value received: several questionable en- 
tries among the credits. b. the right-hand side of an ac- 
count on which such entries are made (opposed to 
debit). c. an entry, or the total shown, on the credit side. 
9. credits, [plural the names of all who contributed to a 
motion-picture or a television program, usually listed at 
the end. —v. 10. a. [~ + obj + with/to + obj] to give 
responsibility for; ascribe; attribute: Those herbs were 
credited with alrnost supernatural healing powers. b. [~ 
+ obj + with + obj] to believe to be or have: / credited 
him with more intelligence than that. 11. [~ + obj] to 
believe or trust: Can you credit the governor's press re- 
leases? 12. [~ + obj + to/with + obj] to enter on the 
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credit side of an account; give credit for or to: He cred- 
ited $50 to my account. —Idiom. 13. do someone 
credit, to be a source of honor for someone. [do + obj 
+ ~: Your passing the test under such difficult 
circumstances does you credit. Also, do credit to some- 
one. [do + ~ + to + obj): The hard work and training 
do credit to your team, win or lose. 14. on credit, [non- 
count] by future payment: to buy a sofa on credit with 
10% down payment. 15. to one’s credit, [noncount] a. 
deserving of praise: To his credit he did admit his mis- 
take. b. belonging to one; having as one’s 
accomplishments: He had thirty published articles to his 
credit. See -CREO-. 

cred-it-a-ble (kred/i ta bal) /'kreditabal/ adj. bringing or 
deserving credit, honor, or praise: The candidate made a 
creditable showing in the primary. —cred/it-a-ble-ness, 
credit-arbileiety (kred/i ta bil/i tē) /,kredita'bilitiy/ n. 
(noncount] —cred/it-aebly, adv. 

cred/it card’, n. [count] a card that entitles a person 
to make purchases on Credit. 

credi-tor (kred/i tər) /'kreditor/ n. [count] one to whom 
money is owed. 

cre-do (kré/d6, kra/-) /'kriydow, 'krey-/ n. (count), pl. 
-dos. a set of principles of belief: any creed or formula of 
belief: the credo of the Roman Catholic Church. See 
-CRED-. 

cred-u-lous (krej’a las) /'kred3ələs/ adj. willing to be- 
lieve or trust too readily; gullible: He's so credulous that 
he will believe anything you say. —cre-durlicty (kri do- 
li tē, -dydo’-) /kri'duwlitiy, -'dyuw-/ n. { noncount ] 
—cred/u-lous-ly, adv. —cred/’u-lous-ness, n. [ non- 
count ] See -CRED-. 

creed (kréd) /kriyd/ n. (count) 1. a formal, ritual state- 
ment of the chief principles of Christian belief. 2. an ac- 
cepted system of religious or other belief: His creed was 
simply this: be true to yourself. See -CRED-. 

creek (krék, krik) /kriyk, krik/ n. (count) 1. a stream 
smaller than a river. —Idiom. 2. up the creek, [non- 
count) Slang. in a difficult or hopeless situation: No job, 
no money, no food —we're really up the creek now. 

creel (krél) /kriyl/ n. (count) 1. a wickerwork basket, 
used esp. for carrying fish. 2. a wicker trap for fish, etc. 

creep (krép) /kriyp/ v., crept (krept) /krept/ or, some- 
times, creeped; creep-ing, n. —v. 1. [no obj] to move 
slowly with the body close to the ground, on hands and 
knees: The baby crept along on the carpet. 2. [~ + up] 
to approach slowly and without being noticed: He crept 
up to the door. 3. {no obj] to go forward slowly and of- 
ten with difficulty: The car crept up the hill, 4. {~ + up 
+ on + obj] to sneak up behind someone: The prisoner 
crept up on the guard. 5. [~ + in/into + obj] to become 
noticed slowly over time: The writer's bias creeps into the 
story. 6. (no obj] (of a plant) to grow along the ground, a 
wall, etc. —n. [count] 7. Slang. a peculiar or disgusting 
person. 8. the creeps, a sensation of fear, disgust, Or 
the like, as of something crawling over the skin: That 
movie gave ine the creeps. —Idiom. 9. make one’s 
flesh creep, to cause one to be frightened or disgusted: 
That horror movie will make your flesh creep. See CRAWL. 

creep-er (kré/par) /'kriypar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that creeps. 2. a plant that grows upon or just be- 
neath the surface of the ground, sending out small roots 
from the stem: /vy is a creeper. 
creep-y (kré/pé) /'kriypiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. causing a 
creeping feeling of the skin, as from horror or fear: a 
creepy ghost story. 2. Slang. (of a person) odd; bizarre; 
weird: Her blind date turned out to be really creepy. 
—creepeiely (krē/pə lē) /‘kriypaliy/ adv. —creep/i-ness, 
n. (noncount) 
creemate (kré/mat) /‘kriymeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -mat-ed, 
-mat-ing. to burn (a dead body) to ashes: He was cre- 
mated and his ashes were scattered over Lake Michigan. 
cre-ma+stion (kri ma/shan) /kn'meyJan/ n. [noncount): 

For some time cremation was not pertnitted here. 
[count]: presiding over several cremations in one day. 
cre-mastoreietum (kré/ma tOr/é am, -tor’-, krem/a-) 
/,kriyma'toriyom, -'towr-, ,kremo-/ n., pl. -toreica (-tÔr/ē- 
a, -tor’-) /-'toriya, -'towr-/ -tor-icums. CREMATORY. 
cre-ma-to-ry (kré/ma (tore, -t6r/é, krem/ə-) /'kri- 
yma,toriy, -,towriy, ‘kremo-/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a fu- 
neral establishment or the like where cremation is done. 
2. a furnace for cremating. 

crème or creme (krem, krém) /krem, kriym/ n., pl. 
crèmes (kremz, krémz, krem). cream: [norcount): Apply 
some first-aid creme. (count): different crèmes for your 
tasting pleasure. 


Cre-ole (kré/dl) /‘kriyowl/ n. 1. [count] a. a French- 
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speaking person of Louisiana descended from the earli- 
est French and Spanish settlers. b. a French-speaking 
person of Louisiana of mixed black and French or Span- 
ish ancestry. 2. (count; usually: creole] a pidgin language 
that has become the native language of a speech com- 
munity. Compare PIoGIN. —adj. 3. [sometimes: creole] of, 
relating to, or characteristic of a Creole or Creoles. 4. [u- 
sually: creole; often: after a noun] made with tomatoes, 
peppers, onions, and spices and served with rice: shrimp 
creole. 

cre-o-sote (kré/a sot’) /'kriya,sowt/ n., v., -sot-ed, -sot 
ing. —n. [noncount) 1. a strong-smelling, oily liquid 
made from coal and wood tar and used to preserve 
wood. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to treat with creosote. 

crepe (krap; for 2 also krep) /kreyp; for 2 also krep/ n., 
pl. crepes (kraps; for 2 also kreps or krep) /kreyps; for 2 
also kreps or krep/. —n. 1. [noncount) a lightweight fab- 
ric of silk, cotton, or other fiber, with a finely wrinkled or 
bumpy surface. 2. (count) a thin, light, delicate pancake. 
3. {noncount] Also called crepe paper. paper with a 
wrinkled or bumpy surface: The high school kids deco- 
rated the gym with crepe paper for the dance. 4. [non- 
count] Also called crepe rubber. pressed, crinkled rub- 
ber, often used to make the soles of shoes. Also, crépe 
(for defs. 1, 2). 

crept (krept) /krept/ v. pt. and pp. of CREEP. 

cre-scenedo (kri shen/dō, -sen/dō) /kri'fendow, -'sen- 
dow/ n., pl. -dos, -di (-dé), adj., adv. —n. [count] 1. a 
steady increase in loudness, force, or intensity: a growing 
crescendo of protest. 2. a climax; peak: Calls for his res- 
ignation were reaching a crescendo. —adj. 3. increasing 
in force, volume, or loudness: a crescendo passage in 
music. —adv. 4. in the manner of a crescendo: The pas- 
sage is played crescendo. 

crescent (kres’ant) /‘kresont/ n. [count] 1. a shape re- 
sembling a half circle or part of a ring, tapering to points 
at the ends. 2. something, such as a roll or cookie, hav- 
ing this shape. 3. the figure of the moon in its first or 
last quarter, resembling such a shape. —adj. 4. shaped 
like a crescent: a crescent roll. 

cress (kres) /kres/ n. {noncount] a plant of the mustard 
family, esp. the watercress, having strong-tasting leaves 
often used for salad. 

crest (krest) /krest/ n. [count] 1. the highest part of a 
hill or mountain range; summit. 2. the highest point or 
level: The president was riding the crest of his popularity. 
3. the point of highest flood, as of a river: The water level 
is high, but it hasn't reached the crest yet. 4. the foamy 
top of a wave. 5. a tuft or other natural growth on the 
top of the head of an animal. 6. COAT OF ARMS (def. 2). 
—v. {no obj] 7. to form or reach a crest, as a wave or 
river: The river hasn't crested yet. 8. to reach the highest 
point: The general's popularity crested after the great vic- 
tory. —crest/ed, adj. (before a noun): a crested finch. 
—crest/less, adj. 

crest-falleen (krest/fd/lan) /krest folon/ adj. (often: be 
+ ~] dejected; discouraged: He was crestfallen when he 
found out his visa would not be renewed. 

crestin (krét/n) /'kriytn/ n. [count] 1. a person affected 
with cretinism. 2. a stupid or boorish person; idiot. 
—cre-tienoid (krét/n oid’) /'kriytnoyd/ adj. —cre/tin- 
ous, adj. 

creetinesism (krét/n iz’am) /‘kriytn,izam/ n. {noncount] a 
condition existing at birth in which a lack of thyroid se- 
cretion results in bodily deformity and mental retarda- 
tion. 

cre-vasse (kra vas’) /kro'vexs/ n. (count) a deep crack in 
the earth’s surface, the ice of a glacier, etc. 

creveice (krev/is) /‘krevis/ n. [count] a crack forming an 
opening; cleft; rift; fissure. —crev/iced, adj. 

crew (kroo) /kruw/ n. [count] 1. a group of people work- 
ing together: a demolition crew. 2. a. the people who 
operate a ship, aircraft, or spacecraft: the pilot and her 
crew. b. the sailors, but not the officers, of a ship’s com- 


pany. 3. the team that rows a racing shell. —v. {no obj} 
4. to serve as a member of a crew, as for a racing shell 
or on a ship: He crewed for twelve years. —Usage. See 


COLLECTIVE NOUN. 

crew’ cut’, n. (count) a haircut in which all the hair is 
cut very close to the head. 

crib (krib) /krib/ n., v., cribbed, crib-bing. —n. [count] 
1. a child’s bed with enclosed sides. 2. a box or bin for 
holding food for animals. 3. a bin for storing grain, salt, 
etc. 4. Informal. a translation or list of correct answers, 
used dishonestly by students while taking exams: The 
teacher caught me with a crib for the Latin test. —v. 5. 
Informal. a. {no obj] to use a crib, as in an examination. 
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b. to steal; plagiarize: [~ (+ off/from + obj)): Fmi sure he 
was cribbing (from my paper), so | changed the answers 

just before handing them in. [~ + obj (+ offffrom + 
obj)): He cribbed the answers (off me). —crib/ber, n. 
[count] 

crib-ebage (krib/ij) /‘kribid3/ 1. [noncount] a card game, 
basically for two players, in which points for certain 
combinations of cards are scored on a small pegboard 
(crib/bage board’). 

crib’ death’, n. SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME. 

crick (krik) /krik/ n. [count] 1. a sharp, painful spasm or 
stiffening of the muscles, as of the neck or back: a bad 
Crick in iny neck, —v. [~ + obj] 2. to give a crick or 
painful feeling of stiffening to (the back, etc.): / cricked 
my back when I picked her up. 

crick-et! (krik/it) /‘krikit/ n. [count] 1. a jumping insect 
that produces loud noises by rubbing its wings together. 
2. a small, hand-held metal toy that makes a clicking 
noise when pressed. 

Crick-et? (krik/it) /‘krikit/ n. [oncount] 1. a game, pop- 
ular esp. in England, for two teams of 11 members each. 
2. [usually with a negative word or phrase or in ques- 
tious) fair play; honorable conduct: It's not cricket to ask 
such questions. —crick/et-er, n. (count) 

cried (krid) /krayd/ v. pt. and pp. of cry. 

Criver (krifar) /‘krayor/ n. [count] 1. a person who cries. 
2. an official who makes public announcements. 

crime (krim) /kraym/ n. 1. [count] an action considered 
harmful to the public good and legally prohibited: He had 
committed several crimes: murder, burglary, and rape. 
2. [norcount] the activity of such wrongdoing, or those 
performing it: a new program to fight crime in the city; 
the head of organized crime. 3. [count] any serious 
wrongdoing: crimes against humanity. 4 [count] a fool- 
ish act or practice: It's a crime to let that beautiful garden 
go to ruin. —Syn. CRIME, OFFENSE, SIN agree in referring 
to a breaking of law. crime usually refers to any serious 
breaking of a public law: the crime of treason. OFFENSE iS 
used of a less serious violation of a public law, or of a vi- 
olation of a social or moral rule: a traffic offense; an of- 
fense against propriety. sin means a breaking of a moral 
or divine law: the sin of envy. 

crimeienal (krim/a nl) /‘krimonl/ adj. 1. of the nature of 
or involving crime: a criminal organization. 2. [often: be- 
fore a noun) dealing with crime or its punishment: a 
criminal lawyer. 3. senseless; foolish: a criminal waste of 
food. —n. [count] 4. a person who is convicted of, or 
who commits, a crime: The criminals won't get away with 
what they've been doing. —crim/ienalely, adv.: a home 
for the criminally insane. 

crimeienol-o-gy (krim’a nol/a jé) /ikrımə'npləd3iy/ n. 
[voncount] the study of crime and criminals and their ef- 
fects on society. —crim-i-no-log-i-cal (krima nl oj/i kal) 
/krimonl'pd3ikal/ adj. —crim/i-no-log/ivcal-ly, adv. 
—crim‘i-nol/o-gist, n. [count] 

crimp (krimp) /krimp/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to press into small 
regular folds; make wavy. 2. to curl (hair), esp. with a 
curling iron: enjoyed crimping her hair. 3. to restrain, 
hinder, or interfere with; hold back: You crimp his prog- 
ress when you keep interrupting him. —n. (count) 4. 
Usually, crimps. [plural] waves or curls, esp. in crimped 
hair. ——Idiom. 5. put a crimp in, [~ + obj] to inter- 
fere with; hinder: This bad weather puts a crimp in our 
plans for a picnic. —crimp/er, n. [count] 

crim-son (krim/zan, -san) /'krimzon, -sən/ adj. 1. deep 
purplish red. —#. [noncount] 2. a crimson color, pig- 
ment, or dye. 

cringe (krinj) /krind3/ v. [no obj), cringed, cring-ing. 1. 
to move down and away, esp. in fear; cower: cringed 
when he saw the policeman with the niglitstick. 2. to re- 
act toward something or someone with embarrassment, 
Slight disgust, or reluctance; wince: / cringed at the 
thought of having to confront her again. 

crinekle (kring’kal) /‘krinkol/ v., -kled, -kling, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to wrinkle; ripple: This fabric crinkles easily, so 
try not to sit on it for long. 2. [~ + obj) to bend or twist: 
He crinkled the paper while he spoke. 3. (no obj) to 
make the small sounds of wrinkling or bending; rustle: 
The paper crinkled in the fireplace. —n. (count) 4. a 
wrinkle: /ittle crinkles around the eyes. —crin/kled, adj. 
—crin’kly, adj., -kli-er, -kli-est: crinkly scraps of paper. 

crin-osline (krin/l in) /krinlin/ n. 1. [noncount) a stiff, 
rough fabric used as lining or for support in garments, 
hats, etc. 2. [count] a petticoat made of crinoline and 
worn to make a skirt flare out. See -tiN-. 

cripple (kripfal) /‘kripal/ n., v., -pled, -pling. —n. 
[count] 1. Sometimes Offensive. a. a lame or disabled 
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person or animal. b. a person disabled in any way: a 
mental cripple. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make a cripple of; 
lame: The bullet in his spine had crippled him permia- 
nently. 3. to damage; keep from working well; impair: 
The snowstorm crippled the railway system. —crip’pled, 
adj. —crip/pler, n. (count) 

Crippling (krip/ling) /'kriplin/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
damaging to one’s health: a crippling disease. 2. damag- 
ing; harmful: crippling taxes. 

CrieSis (kri/sis) /‘kraysis/ n., pl. -ses (-séz). 1. a turning 
point in a Situation: [count]: a crisis in their marriage. 
[voncount): It was a time of great crisis for hin. 2. 
[count] a condition of instability, as in international 
relations, that leads to an important change: the Middle 
East crisis. 

crisp (krisp) /krisp/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. Also, 
Crispry, -iver, -i-est. 1. hard but brittle: crisp crackers. 2. 
firm and fresh: crisp lettuce. 3. clear; quick; precise: a 
crisp reply. 4. brisk; unfriendly or cool: His tone was 
crisp atid formal. 5. bracing; cold but giving a feeling of 
vigor: crisp weather. 6. lively; pithy: a crisp tempo. —n. 
[count] 7. Brit. potato chip. 8. a dessert of apples or 
other fruit baked with a crunchy topping of crumbs, 
Sugar, etc.: an apple crisp. —crisp’er, n. [count] 
—crisp/ly, adv.: answered crisply that it was none of my 
business. —crisp/ness, n. [noncount] 

Criss-cross (kris’krés’, -kros’) /‘kris,kros, -,kros/ v. 1. 
[~ + obj] to pass back and forth over: Tle traveling 
salesman crisscrossed tle country. 2. [no obj) to be ar- 
ranged in a crisscross pattern: Tle lines of the highways 
on the map crisscrossed in front of me. —adj. (before a 
noun] 3. Also, criss’crossed’. having many crossing 
lines, paths, or the like: peasant skirts with beautiful 
crisscross designs. —u. [count] 4. a crisscross mark, pat- 
tern, etc. —adv. 5. in a crisscross manner; crosswise. 

crit., an abbreviation of: 1. critic. 2. criticism. 3. criti- 
cized. 

cri-te-rieon (kri tēr/ē ən) /kray'tiariyan/ n. [count], pl. 
-teria (-tēr/ē ə) /-'tiəriyə/ -te-rivons. a standard by 
which to judge or criticize: Which criterion is the nost 
important when you grade essays? 

critic (kritik) /'kritik/ su. [count] 1. a person who 
judges or criticizes: critics of the political scene. 2. a per- 
son who evaluates written or artistic works, dramatic per- 
formances, etc., as for a newspaper: a film critic. 3. a 
person who tends to find fault or make harsh judgments: 
Your Critics will always find a reason to blame you. 
——Related Words. critic is a noun, criticat is an adjec- 
tive, CRITICISM iS a noun, CRITICIZE is a verb: He is a harsh 
critic of the president. He is very critical of the presideut. 
His criticism of the president was very strong. He enjoys 
criticizing the president. 

critical (kriti kəl) /‘kritikol/ adj. 1. inclined to find 
fault or to judge severely: remarks far too critical of the 
queen, 2. [before a nonn) of or relating to critics or criti- 
cism: a critical edition of Chaucer. 3. (before a noun) 
very careful; involving or requiring skillful judgment as to 
truth, merit, etc.: Critical readers will find much of inter- 
est. 4. of decisive importance; crucial: a critical nioment 
in American politics. 5. of great or necessary importance; 
essential; indispensable: A critical ingredient in the bomb 
is the prinier that sets off the larger explosive. 6. caused 
by or constituting a crisis: a critical shortage of food. 7. 
(of a patient's condition) having unstable and abnormal 
heartbeat, blood pressure, etc.: The guusliot victim is 
listed in critical condition. —crit/i-calely, adv.: The book 
was critically acclaimed. 

criticism (krita siz’am) /‘krita,sizam/ n. 1. [uoncount] 
an act of criticizing: Criticism of the paper was constriuc- 
tive. 2. [nonconnt] an act of passing severe judgment; 
censure: leveled their harshest criticism at the judge. 3. 
[count] an unfavorable judgment: Her criticisms of the 
proposal were that it was impractical and unfair. 4. the 
act or occupation of evaluating a literary or artistic work, 
musical or dramatic performance, etc.: [noncount]. a 
piece of literary criticism. [count]: She wrote her criticism 
of the new play for the newspaper. 

criticize (krit/ə siz’) /'krita,sayz/ v., -cized, -ciz-ing. 
1. to find fault (with); judge unfavorably or harshly: [~ + 
obj): criticizes ler studerits instead of encouraging them. 
[~ + obj + for + obj): criticized me for not caring about 
mly work. [no obj): always criticizing aud never has any- 
thing good to say. 2. [~ + obj) to judge or discuss the 
merits or faults of; evaluate: The students preserit their 
work and criticize it together. 

critique (kri ték/) /kri'tiyk/ n., v., -tiqued, -ti-quine. 
=n. [count] 1. an article or essay judging a piece of writ- 
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ing or other work; review: He wrote a Critique of the new 
art show. 2. a Critical comment on some subject, prob- 
lem, etc: a thoughtful critique of the economic prob- 
lems. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to review or analyze critically: 
The commentator critiqued the new play. 

crit-ter (krit/or) /‘kritar/ n. [count] Informal. any crea- 
ture: A fence will keep those critters from roaring. 

croak (krok) /krowk/ v. 1. [no obj) to utter a low, harsh 
cry, such as the sound of a frog: frogs croaking in the 
evening. 2. to speak with a low, hoarse, scratchy voice: 
[no obj): Because of her sore throat she was croaking all 
day. [~ + obj): He croaked his answer from bed. [used 
with quotations): “} feel like Fin gonna die,” he croaked 
after his tonsillectomy. 3. (no obj) Slang. to die: He al- 
most croaked right there, but we rescued him. —n. 
[count] 4. the act or sound of croaking: the croaks of the 
bullfrogs. —croak/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

cro-chet (kro sha’) /krow'fey/ n., v., -cheted (-shad/) 
/-‘feyd/ -chet-ing (-sha/ing) /-'feyin/. —n. [noncount] 1. 
Also, crocheting. needlework done with a hooked nee- 
dle (crochet’ hook’ or crochet’ nee/dle) for pulling 
the thread or yarn through interconnected loops: showed 
us the beautiful crocheting that she'd worked. —v. 2. [no 
obj) to do this needlework: She spent the afternoon Cro- 
cheting. 3. [~ + obj) to form or make by crocheting: 
crocheted a sweater and a vest. —cro-chet/er, n. 
[count] 

crock (krok) /krok/ n. [count] 1. a clay or earthenware 
pot, jar, or other container. 2. a fragment of earthen- 
ware. 

crocked (krokt) /krokt/ adj. Slang. drunk. 

crock-er-y (krok’a rē) /‘krokariy/ n. [noncount] cups, 
saucers, plates, etc., made of baked clay or earth; earth- 
enware. 

croc-o-dile (krok’a dil’) /‘kroka,dayl/ n. 1. [count] a 
meat-eating reptile of warm waters, with a large jaw, a 
long, narrow snout, a large tail, and very sharp teeth. 2. 
[noncount] the tanned skin or hide of this reptile: a 
handbag of crocodile. 3. [count] Brit. a long line of peo- 
ple, esp. schoolchildren walking by twos. 

croc/’odile tears’, n. [plural] expression of sorrow or 
grief that is false and insincere: shedding crocodile tears 
over the misfortunes of the people he had helped to ruin. 

cro-cus (krō/kəs) /‘krowkas/ n. [count], pl. -cusees. a 
small bulb-shaped plant of the iris family, cultivated for 
its showy flowers that bloom in spring. —cro/cused, adj. 

crois-sant (kra sant’, kwa-) /kro'sant, kwa-/ n. [count], 
pl. -sants (-sadnts’) /-'sants/. a crescent-shaped roll of 
rich, flaky pastry. 

crone (kron) /krown/ n. [count] a withered, witchlike old 
woman. —cron/ish, adj. 

croeny (krō/nē) /'krowniy/ n. [count], pi. -nies. a close 
friend: companion; chum; associate: always managed to 
find jobs for his cronies. 

crook (krók) /kruk/ n. [count] 1. an instrument having a 
bent or curved part, such as a shepherd's staff hooked at 
one end; hook. 2. the curved part of the inside of the 
arm when the elbow is bent: / held the baby in the crook 
of my left arın. 3. a bend or curve: Turn left at the crook 
in the road ahead. 4. a dishonest person, esp. a swindler 
or thief. —v. 5. to bend; curve: [~ + obj]: The manager 
crooked his finger and invited us in. [no obj): The road 
crooked to the len. 

crook-ed (krddk/id) /*krukid/ adj. 1. not straight; bent; 
uneven: a crooked line. 2. off balance; to one side: a 
crooked little smite. 3. dishonest or illegal: a crooked 
deal. —crook/ed-ly, adv. —crook/ed-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

croon (kroon) /kruwn/ v. 1. to sing or trum softly: [no 
obj): The baby was crooning softly to herself. [~ + obj): | 
crooned a little song to her. 2. to sing in a smooth, 
slightly exaggerated manner: [~ + obj): The star 
crooned his songs and the audience loved it. [no obj): 
He would croon for a bit while sitting on a high stool. 3. 
[used with quotations] to say (something) in a crooning 
manner: “Honey, you know you're the only one H love, ” 
he crooned. —croon/er, n. [count] 

crop (krop) /krop/ n., v., cropped, crop-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. the plant, or tlre product of a plant, produced 
while growing or when gattrered: the wheat crop. 2. the 
yield of sucht produce grown in one season; harvest: The 
winter wheat crop was the largest in years. 3. thre yield of 
any product in a season: te maple syrup crop. 4. a 
group of persons or things appearing or occurring to- 
cettrer: te new crop of freshinen. 5. Also called craw. a 
pouctr im ttre food passage of many birds, in which food 
is held for later digestion. 6. a close cutting of some- 
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thing, such as the hair: a short crop of hair. —v. we + 
obj) to cut or bite off the top of (a plant, etc.): sheep 
cropping the grass. 8. [~ + obj] to cut off the ends or a 
part of: to crop the ears of a dog. 9. [~ + obj) to cut 
short: to crop the hair. 10. [~ + obj] to trim (a photo- 
graphic print or negative). 11. crop up, [no obj] to ap- 
pear, esp. suddenly: As soon as we deal with one emer- 
gency, another crops up. 

crop’-dust/ing, n. [noncount] the spraying of pesti- 
cides on crops, usually from an airplane. 

crop-land (krop/land’) /‘krop,land/ n. [noncount] land 
used for cultivating crops. 

cro-quet (kro ka’) /krow'key/ n. [noncount] a lawn 
game played by knocking wooden balls through metal 
wickets with mallets. 

cro-quette (kro ket’) /krow'ket/ n. [count] a small cake 
or ball of finely ground meat, fish, vegetables, or other 
food coated with egg and breadcrumbs and fried in oil. 

cross (krôs, kros) /kros, krns/ n., v., adj., -er, -est. —n. 
[count] 1. a figure made up of two lines drawn across 
each other usually at right angles. 2. a mark, usually an 
X, used as a signature or to indicate location, an error, 
etc.: The crosses mark the places where you must sign 
your name. 3. a wooden structure made up of a piece 
standing upright and another attached across it, upon 
which people were formerly put to death. 4. the Cross, 
[proper noun] the cross upon which Jesus died. 5. a fig- 
ure of a cross, or of the Cross as a Christian emblem: 
rows and rows of crosses in the cemetery. 6. a sign 
made with the hand outlining the figure of a cross upon 
the upper part of the body, done as an act of religious 
devotion. 7. a cause of trouble, suffering, or misfortune: 
He had to bear the cross of his children’s attempted sui- 
cides. 8. a crossing of animals or plants, or an animal or 
plant produced this way; crossbreed: The mule is a cross 
between a female horse and a male donkey. 9. a person 
or thing intermediate in character between two others: 
The school seemed to be a cross between a train station 
and a cathedral: noisy and crowded one second, then 
quiet and serene the next. —v. 10. to move from one 
side to the other side of (a street, etc.): [~ + obj]: Cross 
the street at the corner. [no obj): She crossed to the 
other side of the room. 11. [~ + obj] to assist (a per- 
son) across a Street or intersection: The crossing guard is 
at the corner to cross the children in the morning. 12. to 
cancel by marking with a cross or drawing a line through 
or across: [~ + off + obj): | crossed off the items on the 
shopping list. [~ + out + obj): She had crossed out my 
name on the list. (~ + obj + offfout): to cross names 
off, 13. to intersect; meet: [no obj): The paths of our 
lives crossed again. [~ + obj): Highway 50 crosses high- 
way 80 right here. 14. a. [~ + obj] to go over and be- 
yond: We crossed the border at exactly 5:35 a.m. b. [no 
obj] to meet and then pass: / think our two letters must 
have crossed in the mail. 15. to cause (members of two 
different species, etc.) to breed with each other: [~ + obj 
+ with + obj): Mendet crossed green peas with yellow 
peas. [~ + obj]: Mendel crossed green and yellow peas 
to see what would result. 16. [~ + obj] to oppose 
openly; get in the way of: She can be nice and even 
charming as tong as you don't cross her. 17. [~ + obj) 
to place across each other, on top of each other, or 
crosswise: He crossed his legs. 18. [~ + oneself] to 
make the sign of the cross upon or over: He crossed 
hinself in front of the casket. 19. cross over, [no obj] 
a. to switch loyalty or allegiance: Many Republicans have 
crossed over and voted Democrat. b. to change success- 
fully from one field to another: She was able to cross 
over from jazz to pop tnusic. 20. cross up, a. to de- 
ceive; double-cross: [~ + obj + up]: H you try to cross 
us up, you'll regret it. [~ + up + obj): No one crosses 
up the Duke and lives to tell about it. b. to confuse: [~ 
+ up + obj]: Our tean tried to cross up the opposition 
by switching our plays. [~ + obj + up]: We nearly suc- 
ceeded in crossing them up. —adj. 21. angry and an- 
noyed; ill-humored: / fei cross because I hadnt slept 
well, —Idiom. 22. cross one’s mind, to occur to one: 
The idea never crossed iny mind. —cross/ly, adv.: “i'm 
too tired to get up,” she answered crossly. —cross/ness, 
n. [noncount] 

crossbar (krôs/bär/, kros’-) /‘kros,bor, ‘krns-/ n. 
[count] 1. a horizontal bar, line, or stripe. 2. a. [usually: 
singular] the horizontal bar forming part of the goalposts, 
as in football and soccer. b. a horizontal bar used for 
gymnastics. c. a horizontal bar that must be cleared in 
performing the pole vault or high jump. 

crossbeam (krôs/bēm/, kros/-) /‘'kros,biym, ‘kros-/ n. 
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[count] a horizontal beam in a structure serving as a 
support. 

cross-bones (krôs/bōnz/, kros/-) /'kros,bownz, ‘kros-/ 
n. [plural] a representation of two bones placed cross- 
wise, usually betow a skull, to symbotize death. 

cross-bow (krôs/bō/, kros/-) /'kros,bow, 'kros-/ n. 
[count] a medieval weapon made up of a bow attached 
across a piece of wood, having a trigger mechanism to 
release the bowstring and fire a projectile with great 
force. —cross’/bow/’man, n. [count], pl. -men. 

cross-breed (krôs/brēd/, kros/-) /‘kros,briyd, 'kros-/ v., 
-bred, -breed-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj) 1. to breed (two dif- 
ferent varieties of the same species) or mate or breed 
(one variety) with another variety of the same species: 
They tried to crossbreed the two varieties of orange to 
produce a sweeter, juicier fruit. —n. [count] 2. an animal 
or plant that is a cross or mixture of breeds. 

cross-country (adj. krés’kun/tré, kros/-; n. -kun/tré, 
-kun/-) /adj. 'Kros;Kantriy, 'kros-; n. -'kantriy, -,kan-/ 
adj. (before a noun] 1. directed or proceeding over 
fields, through woods, etc., rather than on a road or 
track: a cross-country race. 2. from one end of the coun- 
try to the other: a cross-country flight. —n. [noncount) 3. 
a cross-country sport or race: a gold medal in cross- 
country. 

cross-cur-rent (kr6s/kir/ant, -kur/-, kros/-) /'kros,kar- 
ant, -,Kar-, ‘kros-/ n. [count] 1. a current, as in a 
stream, moving across the main current. 2. Often, 
crosscurrents. [plural] a tendency or movement that 
fights or goes against another. 

cross/-exam/ine, v. [~ + obj], -ined, -in-ing. 1. (in a 
court of law) to examine (a witness called and examined 
by the opposing side), esp. for the purpose of checking, 
Clarifying, or showing to be false that witness's testimony. 
2. to question closely or minutely: My parents cross- 
examined me when | got home late from the party. 
—cross/-examina/tion, n. (noncornt]: On cross- 
examination, the witness blurted out the truth. (count): 
conducted a cross-examination. —cross/-exam/iner, n. 
[count] 

cross/-eyed/, adj. having or showing a condition of the 
eyes in which one or both eyes turn inward: a cross-eyed 
look. 

cross/ fire’ or cross/fire’, n. 1. gunfire coming from 
two or more positions so that the lines of fire cross one 
another: (count; usually singular): If the troops attack, 
theyll be in a vicious crossfire. (noncount): They tried to 
avoid the crossfire and focused their attack carefully. 2. 
[noncount) a situation involving conflicting claims, forces, 
arguments, etc.: She was caught in the crossfire, at- 
tacked from one side for being too careful and from the 
other for not forging ahead. 

cross-ing (kr0/sing, kros/ing) /‘krosin, 'krosin/ n. 
[count] 1. the act of a person or thing that crosses: en- 
dured a very rough and stormy crossing over the Atlantic. 
2. a place where two or more lines, streets, tracks, etc., 
cross each other. 3. a place at which a road, railroad 
track, river, etc., may be crossed: The truck has to come 
to a full stop at each railroad crossing. 

cross-leg-ged (krés/leg/id, -leqd’) /'kros,legid, -,legd/ 
adj., adv. 1. having the knees wide apart and the ankles 
crossed. 2. having one leg placed across the other. 

cross-o-ver (kr0s/0/var, kros/-) /‘kros,owvoar, 'kros-/ n. 
1. [count] a bridge or other structure for crossing over a 
river, highway, etc.: Take the exit just past the crossover. 
2. a. (noncount) music that crosses over in style and of- 
ten appeals to a broader audience: crossover from coun- 
try-and-western to pop. b. [count] a performer of crosso- 
ver. 3. [count] a member of one political party who votes 
in the primary of another party: We received a lot of votes 
from crossovers in the primary. 

cross-patch (krôs/pach/, kros/-) /'kros,patJ, 'kros-/ n. 
[cornt] a bad-tempered person. 

cross-piece (krôs/pēs/, kros/-) /‘kros,piys, ‘kros-/ n. 
[count] a piece placed across something; horizontal 
piece: The crosspiece will support the ceiling. 

cross/-pur/pose, n. [count] 1. an opposing or contrary 
purpose. — Idiom. 2. at cross-purposes, in a way that 
involves misunderstanding or produces frustrations on 
both sides, usually unintentionally: We were working at 
cross-purposes but couldn't see that we were getting in 
each other's way. 

cross/-refer’, v. [~ + obj], -ferred, -fer-ring. to refer 
to (some information) by a cross reference: The book 
cross-refers the word gallon to quart arid quart back to 
gallon. 

cross’ ref’erence, n. [count] a reference from one 
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part of a book, index, etc., to related material in another 
part. 

cross/-ref/erence, v. [~ + obj], -enced, -enc-ing. 1. 
to provide with cross references. 2. to cross-refer. 

cross-road (krés/rdd’, kros’-) /'kros,rowd, 'kros-/ n. 
[count] 1. a road that crosses another road or a main 
road. 2. Often, crossroads. a. a place where roads meet 
or intersect: The first crossroads was a checkpoint where 
they asked to see our passports. b. a point at which a vi- 
tal important decision must be made: My life was ata 
crossroads. 

cross’ sec/tion, n. [count] 1. a slice of something 
made by cutting across it, esp. at right angles to the 
longest part: This photo is a cross section of the brain. 2. 
a representative sample or example showing all charac- 
teristic parts, etc., of the whole: tried to determine what 
would appeal to a large cross section of voters. 

cross-town (kros/toun’, kros/-) /‘'kros,tawn, 'kros-/ adj. 
(usually: before a noun) 1. extending or traveling across 
to the opposite side of a town or city: You can take a 
crosstown bus if it's raining. —adv. 2. across a town or 
city: to hurry crosstown to the opera house. 

cross-train (kr6s/tran/, kros/-) /‘kros'treyn, 'kros-/ v. [~ 
+ obj) to train (a worker, athlete, etc.) to be skilled and 
efficient at different work, tasks, etc.: That company will 
benefit in the future by cross-training its workers now. 

crosswalk (krôs/wôk/, kros/-) /‘kros,wok, ‘krns-/ n. 
[count] a lane marked off for pedestrians to use when 
crossing a Street. See illustration at STREET. 

cross-wise (kr6s/wiz’, kros/-) /'kros,wayz, 'kros-/ also 
cross-ways (krds/waz/,kros/-) /‘kros,weyz,'kros-/ adv. 
across; diagonally; transversely; from one corner to the 
other. 

cross/word puz/zle (krés/wird’, kros/-) /'kros,w3rd, 
'kros-/ n. [count] a puzzle in which words corresponding 
to numbered ctues or definitions are fitted into a pattern 
of horizontal and vertical squares, one letter per square, 
so that most letters form parts of two words. Also called 
cross/word’. 

crotch (kroch) /krotf/ n. [count] 1. a place where some- 
thing divides, such as the human body between the legs: 
The pants were measured from his crotch down to the 
tops of his shoes. 2. the part of trousers, panties, etc., 
where the two legs or panels join. 

crotch-et (kroch/it) /‘krotfit/ n. [count] an odd idea; 
strange notion. 

crotch-et-y (kroch/i tē) /'krotfitiy/ adj. grouchy and ill- 
tempered: a crotchety old neighbor. 

crouch (krouch) /krawtJ/ v. [no obj] 1. to stoop low with 
the knees bent: He crouched down and began to whisper 
in his little boy's ear. 2. to bend close to the ground pre- 
paring to spring, as a cat does. —n. [count] 3. the act of 
crouching: The boxer went into a crouch. 

croup (kroop) /kruwp/ n. a disease of the throat and 
windpipe, characterized by a hoarse cough and difficult 
breathing: [noncount): The little girl had croup most of 
the week. (count; singular]: suffering from a bad croup. 
—crouPp’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est.: She was pretty croupy most 
of the night. 

crou-pi-er (kroo’pé ar, -pē a’) /'kruwpiyor, -piy,ey/ n. 
[count] the attendant at a gambling table. 

croucton (kroo/ton, kr66 ton’) /‘kruwton, kruw'ton/ n. 
[count] a small cube of fried or toasted bread, used in 
salads, soups, etc. 

crow! (kro) /krow/ n. [count] 1. a large, strong-billed 
songbird typically black and found nearly worldwide: 
crows in the trees, cawing unceasingly. —-Idiom. 2. as 
the crow flies, in a straight line; by the most direct 
route: H's only a few miles as the crow flies, birt more 
like twenty through the mountain roads. 3. eat crow, to 
be forced to admit one’s mistake; suffer humiliation. 

crow’ (kro) /krow/ v, crowed or, for 1, (esp. Brit.), 
crew (kroo) /kruw/; crowed; crow-ing; n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to utter the characteristic cry of a rooster. 2. [~ + 
over/about + obj) to gloat over a triumph or victory; 
boast or brag: They were crowing over their victory in the 
tournament. 3. [no obj) to utter a cry of pleasure. —n. 
[count] 4. the cry of a rooster. 5. a cry of pleasure. 
—crow/er, n. [court] 

crowebar (krō/bär/) /‘krow,bar/ n. [count] a steel bar 
used as a lever. 

crowd (kroud) /krawd/ n. [count] 1. a large number of 
people gathered together; throng: The crowd broke up 
and people went on their way. 2. any group having 
something in conimon, or sharing the same interests: 
the theater crowd. 3. a group of spectators; audience: 
the opening night crowd. —v. 4. [no obj) to gather in 
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large numbers; throng: They crowded around to watch 
the police give first aid. 5. to press closely together; 
squeeze into a small space; cram: [no obj]: The report- 
ers crowded close to the president. [~ + obj]: The police 
crowded 11s back into the street. 6. [~ + obj] to fill, such 
as by pressing or thronging into: The partygoers crowded 
the streets. 7. [~ + obj] to put or place under constant 
pressure: They were crowding me, asking for a decision | 
wasnt ready to give. ——-Syn. CROWD, MULTITUDE, SWARM, 
THRONG refer to large numbers of people. crowd suggests 
a moving, pushing, uncomfortable, and possibly disor- 
derly company: A crowd gathered to tisten to the speech. 
MULTITUDE emphasizes the great number of persons or 
things but suggests that there is space enough for all: a 
multitude of people at the market on Saturdays. SWARM, 
when it is used of people, is usually contemptuous, sug- 
gesting a moving, restless, often noisy, crowd: A swarm 
of dirty children played in the street. THRONG suggests a 
company that presses together or forward, often with 
some common aim: Tile throng pushed forward to see 
the cause of the exciternent. ——Usage. See COLLECTIVE 
NOUN. 

crowd-ed (krou/did) /'krawdid/ adj. 1. filled with peo- 
ple; having too many people: just another face in the 
crowded lecture hall. 2. uncomfortable because of over- 
crowding: / felt crowded in the jammed subway Car. 

crown (kroun) /krawn/ nu. [count] 1. an ornament worn 
on the head, esp. a circular piece of gold set with gems 
and worn by a monarch as a symbol of power. 2. [singu- 
lar; the + ~; often: Crown] the power or rule of a sover- 
eign: a representative of the Crown. 3. an ornamental 
wreath or circlet for the head, given as an award or a 
mark of victory or distinction: a crown of laurel leaves. 4. 
a championship title: He won the batting crown for two 
years in a row. 5. the top or highest part of anything, 
such as of a hat or the head: a little bald spot on the 
crown of his head. 6. a. the part of a tooth covered by 
enamel. b. an artificial substitute, as of gold or porcelain, 
for the crown of a tooth. 7. a former British silver coin, 
equal to five shillings. 8. any of various monetary units 
or coins with a name meaning “crown,” as the koruna, 
króna, or krone: Seven Norwegian crowns used to equal 
one American dollar. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to invest with a 
regal crown, or with regal dignity and power: The Em- 
peror was crowned in Paris. 10. to honor or reward. 11. 
to be at the top or highest part of: The fog crowned the 
top of the mountain. 12. to bring to a successful or tri- 
umphant conclusion: He crowned his great career with 
the Nobel prize. 13. Informal. to hit on the top of the 
head: threatened to crown him with the baseball bat. 14. 
to cap (a tooth) with a false crown. 15. [in the game of 
checkers] to change (a checker) into a king after having 
safely reached the last row. —crown/er, n. [count] 

crown-ing (krou/ning) /'krawnig/ adj. making complete 
or perfect: a crowning acilievement. 

crown’ prince’, n. [count] a prince who will become 
king when the present ruler dies. 

crow’s/-foot’, n. [count], pl -feet. Usually, crow’s- 
feet. [plural tiny wrinkles at the outer corners of the 
eyes resulting from age or constant squinting. 

crow’s/-nest’ or crow’s/ nest’, n. [count] a platform 
or shelter for a lookout high on a ship’s mast. 

CRT, an abbreviation of: 1. cathode-ray tube. 2. a com- 
puter terminal or monitor that includes a cathode-ray 
tube. 

cru-cial (kroo’shal) /'kruwJal/ adj. of highest, greatest, 
or most critical importance: a crucial experiment, —cru/- 
cial-ly, adv.: The weather crucially affected the decision 
to proceed. 

cru-ci-ble (kroo/sa bal) /‘kruwsabol/ n. [connt] 1. a con- 
tainer or pot of metal used for heating substances to 
high temperatures. 2. a severe test or trial, esp. one that 
causes a lasting change or influence. 

cru-ci-fix (krōō/sə fiks) /'kruwsoftks/ n. [count] 1. a 
cross with the figure of Jesus mounted upon it. 2. any 
cross. 

Crueci-fixeion (kroo’sa fik/shən) /,kruwsə'fiıkfən/ n. 1. 
the act of crucifying or the state of being crucified: [ror- 
count): Crucifixion was a particularly barbaric way to be 
killed. (count): Crucifixions were attended by great 
crowds of people. 2. [proper noun; Crucifixion; the + ~) 
the death of Jesus upon the Cross. 3. [count] a picture 
or other representation of this. 

crusci-form (krōo/sə fôrm/) /'kruwsə,form/ 
cross-shaped. —r. [count] 2. a cross. 

crusciefy (kra0’sa fi’) /‘kruwsa,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. 1. to put to death by nailing or binding the 
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hands and feet to a cross: He was crucified and left to 
die. 2. to punish or criticize severely or cruelly; torment: 
The media will crucify you for that opinion. 

crude (krdéod) /kruwd/ adj., crud-er, crud-est, n. —adj. 
1. in a raw or unrefined state: crude sugar; crude oil. 2. 
showing a lack of polish or skill; rough; undeveloped: a 
crude shelter; a crude drawing. 3. lacking culture, refine- 
ment, etc.; vulgar: crude behavior. —. [noncount) 4. 
CRUDE OIL. —crude/ly, adv. —crude/ness, n. [noncount) 

crude/ oil’, n. (noncount) petroleum as it comes from 
the ground, before refining. Also called crude’ petro/- 
leum. 

Cruedi-tés (krd0’di ta’) /,kruwdi'tey/ n. [plural] raw veg- 
etables cut up and served as appetizers. 

cruel (kroo’al) /‘kruwal/ adj., -er, -est. 1. willfully caus- 
ing pain to others: people who are cruel to animals. 2. 
enjoying the pain or distress of others: a cruel and selfish 
tyrant. 3. causing or marked by great pain or distress: a 
cruel war. 4 severe; merciless; brutal: a cruel winter. 
—cru/el-ly, adv. —cru/el-ness, n. [noncount) 

crucel-ty (kro0’al tē) /'kruwoltiy/ n., ph -ties. behavior 
or action that causes pain to others: [noncount): cruelty 
to animals. (count): His tittle cruelties toward her showed 
how jealous he was of her great success. 

crueet (kroo/it) /‘kruwit/ n. [count] a glass bottle, esp. 
one for holding vinegar, oil, etc., for the table. 

cruise (krooz) /kruwz/ v., cruised, cruis-ing, n. —v. 1. 
[110 Obj] to sail about on a pleasure trip: We cruised to 
the Bahamas. 2. to patrol (a body of water), as a warship 
does: [no obj]: The Coast Guard cutter cruised along the 
coast. [~ + obj]: The destroyer cruised the area of the 
wreckage. 3. [no obj] to travel at a constant speed that 
permits maximum efficiency: announced that our plane 
would cruise at 37,000 feet. 4. to travel about (some 
place) slowly, as to look for customers or to maintain or- 
der: [no Obj): Taxis and police cars were cruising in the 
downtown area. [~ + obj]: The police were crirising the 
red-light district. 5. Informal. to go or look about (the 
streets, public areas or places, etc.) in search of a sexual 
partner: [vo obj]: cruising on the streets. [~ + obj): 
cruising the bars. —n. [count] 6. a pleasure voyage on a 
ship: We went on a cruise to see the Arctic Circle. 

cruise’ miss/ile, n. [count] a guided missile designed 
to fly at low altitudes to avoid radar detection. 

cruiser (kroo’zar) /'kruwzor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that cruises. 2. one of a class of warships of me- 
dium size, designed for high speed and long cruising ra- 
dius. 3. SQUAD CAR. 4. CABIN CRUISER. 

crul-ler (krular) /'kralor/ n. [count] 1. a twisted, oblong 
doughnut. 2. a light raised doughnut, usually having a 
ridged surface and topped with white icing. 

crumb (krum) /kram/ n. (count) 1. a small particle of 
bread, cake, etc.: dusted the crumbs off the table. 2. a 
fragment of anything; bit: They listened to the speaker 
with cornplete attention, waiting for a few crumbs of in- 
siglt. 3. Slang. a hateful person: That crumb had the 
nerve to come back liere and demand iore money. 

crumble (krum/bal) /‘kramboal/ v., -bled, -bling. 1. to 
(cause to) break into small fragments: [no obj): The an- 
cient paper crumbled in his hands. [~ + obj]: | crumbled 
the dried leaves in my fingers. 2. [no obj] to disintegrate 
gradually; collapse; lose strength: The ancient eripire 
was crumbling from within. —crum/bly, adj., -bli-er, 
-bli-est. 

crumemy (krum/eé) /'kramiy/ adj., -miver, -mivest. /nfor- 
mal. 1. dirty and run-down; shabby: a crummy little ho- 
tel. 2. of little value; worthless: a crummy old toy. 3. 
wretched; miserable: / had a realy crummy evening. 
—crum/mi-ness, n. [noncount) 

crum-epet (krum/pit) /‘krampit/ n. 
round, soft bread toasted on a griddle. 

crumseple (krum/pel) /‘krampol/ v., -pled, -pling. 1. to 
(cause to) shrivel into small wrinkles or into a small, 
compact mass: [~ + obj]: I crunipled the note in my 
hand. [~ + up + obj): She crirmpled up the note. [~ + 
obj + up): She crumpled it up. [no obj): The front of the 
car had crumpled from the itnpact. 2. to (cause to) give 
way suddenly; (cause to) collapse: [no obj]: The stairway 
crumpled under his weight. [~ + obj]: The explosion 
crumpled the building in seconds. —crum/ply, adj. 

crunch (krunch) /krantf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to chew with a 
sharp crushing noise: crunching his breakfast cereal. [~ 
+ on + obj): crunching on his breakfast cereal. 2. to 
crush or grind noisily: [~ + obj): Our boots crunched the 
snow as we walked over it. [no obj): The gravel in the 
road crunched mider the car. 3. [no obj) to proceed with 
a crushing noise: cars crunching along the gravel road. 
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4. [~ + obj) to work with or process (data) in large 
amounts, esp. by computer: Crunch the data and bring 
me an analysis of it by tomorrow. —n. (count) 5. an act 
or sound of crunching: / heard a loud crunch and looked 
out the window. 6. a shortage or reduction: the energy 
crunch. 7. distress or hard times due to such a shortage 
or reduction: in a budget crunch for nearly three years. 
—crunch’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

cruesade (krdo sad’) /kruw'seyd/ n., v., -sad-ed, -sad- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. [often: Crusade] any of the military 
campaigns or wars undertaken by the Christians of Eu- 
rope in the llth, 12th, and 13th centuries to recapture 
the Holy Land from the Muslims. 2. a strong movement, 
campaign, or activity on behalf of a cause: a literacy cru- 
sade. —v. [no obj] 3. to go on or take part in a crusade: 
She was crusading for more aid to the unemployed. 
—cru-sad/er, n. [count] 

crush (krush) /kraf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to press or squeeze 
with a force that destroys or changes the shape of: The 
women crushed the grapes to make wine. 2. [~ + obj] 
to pound into small particles: / crushed sorne ice and 
added it to her drink. 3. to (cause to) wrinkle, crease, or 
collapse into tiny folds: [~ + obj): She crushed the paper 
and threw it away. [no obj): This material crushes too 
easily to be of any use. 4. [~ + obj] to force out by 
pressing or squeezing: He crushed the juice from the 
grapes. 5. [~ + obj] to hug or embrace tightly: He 
crushed the princess in his arms. 6. [~ + obj] to over- 
whelm; destroy completely: The Rangers crushed the Is- 
landers 10-1 last night at the arena. 7. [~ + obj] to 
shock or upset; affect grievously: The news of his death 
crushed me. 8. to (cause to) move forward with force: 
[no obj): The reporters tried to crush into the courtroom. 
[~ + obj): The surging crowd crushed us against the 
wall. —n. 9. [noncount)the act of crushing or the state of 
being crushed; pressure; force. 10. (count; usually sin- 
gular] a great crowd; throng: a crush of people. 11. 
(count) Informal. an intense, brief feeling of love or at- 
traction for someone: had a crush on you in high school. 
—crush/a-ble, adj. —crush/er, n. [count] —crush/ing, 
adj.: a crushing defeat at the polls. 

crust (krust) /krast/ n. [count] 1. the brown, hard outer 
surface of a loaf of bread. 2. a slice of bread from the 
end of the loaf. 3. the pastry containing the filling of a 
pie or other dish. 4. a. any hard outer covering or coat- 
ing, as of ice or snow. b. [usually singular] the outer 
layer of the earth: The earth's crust is about 22 mi. (35 
km) deep under the continents and 6 mi. (10 km) deep 
under the oceans. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to cover with a crust: 
The road was crusted with snow and ice. —crust/al, 
adj.: the earth's crustal plates. 

cruS-ta-cean (kru sta’shan) /kra'steyfon/ n. [count] a 
chiefly water-dwelling shellfish, an arthropod, typically 
having the body covered with a hard shell, as lobsters, 
shrimps, and crabs. 

cruSt-y (krus’té) /‘krastiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. having a 
hard crust: crusty bread. 2. bad-tempered; grouchy; im- 
patient: a crusty old neighbor. 

crutch (kruch) /kratf/ n. [count] 1. a staff or support to 
assist a person in walking, usually having a crosspiece at 
one end to fit under the armpit: / had to use crutches af- 
ter | sprained my knee. See illustration at HOSPITAL. 2. 
anything that serves as a temporary support or aid; prop: 
the use of liquor as a psychological crutch. 

crux (kruks) /kraks/ n. [count], pi. crux-es, crueces 
(kroo’séz) /'kruwsiyz/. the central or most important 
point; essence: The crux of the matter is that he’s going 
to resign unless we do something about it. 

cry (kri) /kray/ v., cried, cry-ing, n., pl. cries. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to utter sounds, esp. of grief or suffering, usually 
with tears: She cried with pain. 2. [no obj] to shed tears, 
with or without sound; weep: He cried all night the day 
his mother died. 3. [~ + oneself] to bring (oneself) to a 
certain state or condition by weeping: The baby cried 
himself to sleep. 4. to call loudly; shout: [no obj; (~ + 
out)|: She cried out with pain when she tripped and fell. 
[~(+ out) + obj): He cried a warning as the wolf sprang 
at them. [used with quotations; ~ (+ out): “Help!” she 
cried (ont). 5. [no obj) (of an animal) to give forth a char- 
acteristic call: The seagulls cried. 6. [~ + for + obj] to 
beg or plead for something: to cry for mercy. 7. [~ + 
obj] to announce publicly: to cry one’s wares to sell. 8. 
cry out against, [~ + out against + obj] to speak out 
against: His book cries out against bigotry and hatred. 9. 
cry out for, [~ + out + for + obj] to show or demon- 
strate an urgent need for attention to: These decaying 
streets cry out for repair. —n. [count] 10. the act or 
sound of crying: cries of outrage. 11. a period or fit of 
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weeping: had a good cry. 12. the characteristic call of an 
animal: the cries of the seagulls. 13. an urgent request; 
appeal: a cry for help. 14. a shout of encouragement, 
such as a political or party slogan, or words to troops in 
battle: a battle cry. —Idiom. 15. a far cry, [noncount] 
altogether or completely different: The sinall town was a 
far cry from the inner city he lived in. 16. ery over 
spilled milk, [used with a negative word or phrase] to 
regret what cannot be changed or undone: There is no 
use crying over spilled rnilk. 

cry-ba-by (kri/ba’bé) /‘kray,beybiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies. 
a person who cries or complains with little cause. 

cry-ing (kri4ing) /‘krayin/ adj. [before a noun] 1. de- 
manding attention, repair, etc.: a crying need for more 
money for schools. 2. terribly and obviously bad; abomi- 
nable; flagrant: /t's a crying shame that we don't spend 
more on education, —cry/ingely, adv. 

cry-o-gen-ics (kri’a jen/iks) /krayo'dzeniks/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] the scientific study of 
extremely low temperatures. 

crypt (kript) /kript/ n. [count] an underground chamber 
or vault, used as a burial place. 

crypetic (krip/tik) /'kriptik/ adj. 1. mysterious; puzzling: 
cryptic remarks about her work. 2. secret; occult: cryptic 
writing. —cryp/ti-calely, adv. 

cryS-tal (kris/tl) /‘kristl/ n. 1. (noncount) a clear, trans- 
parent mineral or glass resembling ice, like quartz. 2. 
[count] a piece of such mineral, cut and used as decora- 
tion: glimmering crystals on her necklace. 3. [count] a 
single grain of a crystallike substance: A few crystals of 
sugar fell to the floor. 4. [noncount] glass of fine quality 
and a high degree of brilliance: a goblet of Orrefors crys- 
tal. 5. [noncount] glassware, esp. for the table and orna- 
mental objects, made of such glass: Put out the china 
and the crystal. 6. [count] the glass or plastic cover over 
the face of a watch: The blow to his wrist had shattered 
the crystal on his watch. 7. [count] a quartz crystal 
shaped to vibrate at a particular frequency, used to con- 
trol the timing of a watch. —adj. 8. made of crystal. 9. 
[before a noun] resembling crystal; clear; transparent: 
the crystal waters of the Aegean Sea. 

crySs-taleline (kris/tl in) /‘kristlin/ adj. 1. of, like, con- 
taining, or in the form of crystals. 2. clear, bright, or glit- 
tering like crystal: the crystalline Aegean Sea. 

crys-tal-lize (kris/tl iz’) /‘kristl,ayz/ v., -lized, -liz-ing. 
1. to (cause to) form into crystals; (cause to) assume 
crystallike form: [no obj): The minerals crystallized in the 
Neat. [~ + obj): Great heat crystallized these minerals 
long ago. 2. to (cause to) become definite or concrete in 
form: [~ + obj): to crystallize an idea. [no obj): His ideas 
hadn't yet crystallized. 3. [~ + obj] to coat with sugar. 
—crys/tal-liz/asble, adj. —crys-talelieza-tion (kris/tl ə- 
za/shan) /,kristlo'zeyfon/ n. {noncount] —erys/taleliz’- 
er, n. [count] 

C/S, an abbreviation of: cycles per second. 

C-sec-tion (sé/sek’shan) /'siy,sekfan/ n. Informal. Ce- 
SAREAN. 

CST or C.S.T. or c.S.t., an abbreviation of: Central 
Standard Time. 

CT, an abbreviation of: 1. Also C.T. Central Time. 2. 
Connecticut. 

Ct., an abbreviation of: 1. Connecticut. 2. Count. 

ct., an abbreviation of: 1. carat. 2. cent. 3. county. 4. 
court. 

ctn, an abbreviation of: cotangent. 

ctn., pl. ctns. an abbreviation of: carton. 

ctr., an abbreviation of: center. 

cts., an abbreviation of: cents. 

CT scan, n. CAT scan. 

cu or CU., an abbreviation of: cubic. 

cub (kub) /kab/ n. [count] 1. the young of certain ani- 
mals, esp. the bear, wolf, or lion. 2. a young and inexpe- 
rienced person, esp. a young man. 3. cus scout. 

Cu-ban (kyoo’ban) /'kyuwban/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Cuba. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Cuba. 

cubsby-hole (kub/é hdl’) /kabiy,howl/ n. [count] 1. a 
small hole, usually one of several in a row, to store 
letters, papers, etc. 2. a small, snug place: My office 
there was a cubbyhole of only six feet by six feet. 

cube (kydob) /kyuwb/ n, v., cubed, cubing. —n. 
[count] 1. a solid object with sides that are six equal 
squares, or an object similar to this: a sugar cube. 2. the 
number resulting from multiplying a number by itself 
twice; the third power of a quantity. 3. Slang. one of a 
pair of dice; a die. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to make into a cube 
or cubes, as by cutting: He cubed the carrots and polta- 
toes. 5. to multiply (a number) by itself twice; raise (a 
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number) to the third power: /f you cube the number 4, 
you get 64. —cub/er, n. [count] 

cube’ root’, n. [count] a quantity of which a given 
quantity is the cube: The cube root of 64 is 4. 

curbic (kyoo/bik) /’‘kyuwbik/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or 
relating to the measurement of volume: the cubic 
contents. 2. relating to a unit of linear measure that is 
multiplied by itself twice to form a unit of measure for 
volume: A cubic foot is one foot in length, one foot in 
width, aud one foot in height. 

curbi-cle (kyoo’bi kal) /‘kyuwbikoal/ n. [count] a small 
space or compartment in a large room or area set off by 
a divider: There was a computer in each cubicle. 

cubism (kyoo/biz am) /'kyuwbizom/ n. [noncount; 
sometimes: Cubism] a style of painting and sculpture in 
which natural forms are made to look like geometrical 
figures or lines. —cub/ist, n. [count] 

curbit (kyoo/bit) /‘kyuwbit/ n. [count] an ancient unit of 
measurement based on the length of the forearm from 
the elbow to the tip of the middle finger, usually from 17 
to 21 inches (43 to 53 cm). 

cub’ scout’, n. (count; sometimes: Cub Scout] a mem- 
ber of the junior division (ages 8-10) of the Boy Scouts. 

cuck-old (kuk/ald) /‘kakald/ n. [count] 1. the husband 
of an unfaithful wife. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make a cuckold 
of (a husband): Queen Guinevere cuckolded her hus- 
band, King Arthur. 

cuck.oo (kd0’kd0, k60k/06) /'kuwkuw, 'kukuw/ n., pi. 
-00S, v., -ooed, -oo-ing, adj. —n. (count) 1. a slim, stout- 
billed, long-tailed bird. 2. a common Eurasian cuckoo 
with a monotonous, repeated call. 3. the call of this 
cuckoo, or an imitation of it. 4. Informal. a crazy, silly, or 
foolish person. —adj. 5. Informal. crazy; silly; foolish: a 
cuckoo idea. Í 

cuecumeber§ (kyoo’kum bər) /'kyuwkambor/ n. 1. 
[count] a creeping plant of the gourd family, occurring in 
many cultivated forms. 2. the edible fleshy green- 
skinned fruit of this plant: [count]: | cut up two cucum- 
bers and added tlem to the salad. [noncount]: Do you 
think this salad will taste better with cucumber? 

cud (kud) /kad/ n. [noncount)] 1. the coarse food that a 
cow, goat, etc., brings back up from its first stomach to 
its mouth for further chewing. — Idiom. 2. chew one’s 
or the cud, /nformal. to think about something deeply; 
meditate or ponder. 

cud-dle (kud/l) /‘kadl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. 1. to hold 
close in an affectionate manner; hug tenderly; lie close 
(to): [~ + obj]: We cuddled the baby until she calmed 
down. [no obj): We were cuddling in the back seat of the 
car. [~ + up): We cuddled up by the fire and got warm. 
—n. [count] 2. an act of cuddling; hug; embrace. 

cudg-el (kujal) /kad3al/ n., v., -eled, -el-ing, or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a short, thick stick 
used as a weapon; club. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to strike with a 
cudgel; beat. —-Idiom. 3. cudgel one’s brains, to try 
hard to understand or remember: / was cudgeling my 
brains to recall her name. 

cue’ (kydo) /kyuw/ n., v., cued, curing. —n. [count] 1. 
anything said or done, on or off stage, followed by a 
specified speech or action: The gunshot is your cue to 
enter. 2. anything that serves as a signal about what to 
do or say: When he started to talk about the finarices, 
that was our cue to get up quietly and leave. —v. 3. to 
give a cue to; prompt: [~ + obj + to + verb]: The an- 
nouucer cued the audience to applaud. (~ + obj): She 
cued me with a wink and we quietly left the lecture, 4. [~ 
+ obj] to search for and reach (a track on a recording): 
The disc jockey cued the next song and waited to play it. 
5. cue in, [~ + obj + in) Inforrnal. to give information, 
news, etc., to; inform: We cued him in on the plans. 
—Idiom. 6. on cue, [noncount) occurring or happening 
when or as if expected: We were talking about lateness 
when, right on cue, ity assistant walked in fifteen 
minutes late. 

cue? (kydo) /kyuw/ n., v., cued, cursing. —r. [count] 1. a 
long, narrow wooden rod, tipped with leather, used to 
strike the ball in pool, billiards, etc. 2. a stick used to 
propel the disks in shuffleboard. 3. queue (defs. 1, 2). 
—v. [~ + obj) 4. to strike with a cue. 

cue’ ball’, n. (cont) (in billiards or pool) the usually 
white ball a player strikes with the cue, as distinguished 
from the object balls. 

cuff’ (kuf) /kaf/ n. [count] 1. a fold or band at the end 
of a sleeve, serving as a trim: a coffee stain on the riglit 
cuff of my shirt. 2. the turned-up fold at the bottom of a 
trouser leg: Something had caught on the cuffs of his 
slacks. 3. Usually, cuffs. [plural] handcuffs: The prisoner 
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rubbed his wrists where the cuffs had been. 4. an inflata- 
ble wrap placed around the upper arm and used with a 
device for recording blood pressure. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to 
make a cuff on. 6. to handcuff: The police cuffed the 
suspects. —-Idiom. 7. off the cuff, Informal. without 
preparing; extemporaneously; on the spur of the mo- 
ment: The speaker made a few remarks off the cuff and 
then began his prepared speech. 8. on the cuff, Siang. 
on credit. 

cuff? (kuf) /kaf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to strike, esp. with the 
open hand. —n. [count] 2. a blow with the open hand. 

cuff’ link’ or cuff/link’, n. [count] one of a pair of 
linked ornamental buttons or buttonlike devices for fas- 
tening a shirt cuff. 

cuisine (kwi zén/) /kwi'ziyn/ n. [noncount) 1. a style or 
manner of cooking: French cuisine. 2. the food prepared, 
as by a restaurant: Tle cuisine there is excellent. 

cul-de-sac (kul’da sak’, kddl/-) /'kaldə sæk, 'kul-/ n. 
[count], pl. culs-de-sac. 1. a street, lane, etc., closed at 
one end; dead-end street: a house at the end of the cul- 
de-sac. 2. any situation in which further progress is im- 
possible: That line of investigation is a cul-de-sac. 

curlienarsy (kydo/le ner/é, kul/a-) /‘kyuwlo,neriy, 'kalo-/ 
adj. [before a noun] of, relating to, or used in cooking or 
the kitchen: the culinary arts. 

cull (kul) /kal/ v. [~ + obj] to choose; select; pick: / 
culled some of the best ideas from that journal. 
—cull/er, n. [count] 

cul-leneder (kul’an dar) /‘kalondor/ n. COLANDER. 

culminate (kul/ma nat’) /‘kalmo,neyt/ v. [~ + in + 
obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to reach the highest develop- 
ment: His career culminated in the winning of the Nobel 
prize. 2. to arrive at a final stage after a long develop- 
ment: Their disagreement culminated in a quarrel. 
—cul-mi-na-tion (kul/ma na/shan) /,kalmə'neyfən/ n. 
[count] 

curlottes (kd6 lots’, kyd6-) /kuw'lots, kyuw-/ also Cue 
lotte’, n. [plura women’s trousers, usually knee-length 
or calf-length, cut full to resemble a skirt: Her culottes 
were cool in the sumuner. 

-culp-, root. -culp- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “blame.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CULPABLE, CULPRIT. 

cul-pa-ble (kul/pa bəl) /'kalpabal/ adj. [be + ~] deserv- 
ing blame; guilty: He was culpable, but whether he could 
be charged legally was another story. —cul-pasbil-i-ty 
(kul/pə bil/i tē) /,kalpa'brlitiy/ cul/pa-ble-ness, n. [non- 
count): The question of culpability is the heart of the 
matter. —cul/pasbly, adv. See -cutp-. 

culprit (kul/prit) /‘kalprit/ n. [count] 1. a person guilty 
of an offense or fault, or one accused: /ed in the culprits 
to stand before the judge. 2. a thing responsible for 
some bad effect: The doctors found the culprit: the tick 
responsible for Lyme disease. See -CuLP-. 

cult (kult) /kalt/ n. [count] 1. a system of worship, esp. 
with reference to its rites and ceremonies: the cult of 
devil worship. 2. a system of devotion to a person, ideal, 
fad, etc.: the cult of the Beatles in the 1960's. 3. the 
members of such a system: The cult promised revenge 
for putting its leader in jail. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of 
or relating to a cult: a cult movie; She was a Cult figure 
(= A cult was devoted to her). —cult/ism, n. Inoncount] 
—cult/ist, n. [count] 

cul-ti-vate (kul’ta vat’) /‘kalta,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. 1. to prepare and work on (land) in or- 
der to raise crops: The soil was carefully cultivated. 2. to 
promote or improve the growth of (a crop): They culti- 
vated wheat and corn there. 3. to produce (an organism) 
in a culture: to cultivate a strain of bacteria. 4. to develop 
or improve by education or training: fo cultivate a talent. 
5. to promote or take action to advance the growth or 
development of (an art, etc.); foster: to cultivate the arts. 
6. to seek to foster (friendship, etc.): cultivated an easy- 
going attitude in dealing with others. 7. to seek the ac- 
quaintance or friendship of (a person): began to cultivate 
the student who sat behind him, —cul-tieva-tion (kul/ta- 
va/shan) /,kalta'veyfan/ n. [noncount] —cul/ti-va-tor, n. 
[count] 

cul-ti-vated (kul/ti va’tid) /'kaltı,veytiıd/ adj. 1. [before 
a noun] (of plants, crops, etc.) grown or developed 
through preparation and work; not growing wild: culti- 
vated crops. 2. showing or having good taste, manners, 
or education; refined. 

cul-tureal (kul’char al) /‘kaltforal/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to culture: cultural traditions. 2. (before a noun] of or re- 
lating to music, art, and literature: / Had inissed much of 
the cultural world. 
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cul-ture (kul/choar) /'kaltfər/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. —n. 
1. [rioncount] artistic and intellectual activities and prod- 
ucts: a city of great culture. 2. (uoncouut] enlightenment 
or refinement coming from a knowledge of what is excel- 
lent in the arts: The queen was a woinan of culture. 3. 
[noncount] development or improvement of the mind or 
body by education or training: physical and mental cul- 
ture. 4. [noncouut] the sum total of ways of living built 
up by a group of human beings and handed down from 
one generation to another: We pass on to our children 
our Culture, beliefs, and custouis. 5. a particular form or 
Stage of civilization, such as that of a nation or period: 
[noncouut): ancient Greek culture. (count): Early cultures 
of the period had no notion of the world to the west. 6. 
[count] the behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a par- 
ticular group: the youth culture. 7. a. [noncount] the 
growing or Cultivation of microorganisms, or of tissues, 
for scientific study, medicinal use, etc. b. [count] the 
cells, tissue, Or other products resulting from such culti- 
vation: a bacteria culture. 8. [noucount] the raising of 
plants or animals, esp. with a view to their improvement. 
—v. [~ + obj] 9. to grow (microorganisms, etc.) in or on 
a specially designed medium. ——Related Words. cut- 
TURE iS a noun, CULTURAL is an adjective: They found evi- 
dence of ancient cultures. There is a need for more cul- 
tural awareness. 

cultured (kul/chard) /'kaltfard/ adj. 1. enlightened; re- 
fined. 2. artificially nurtured or grown: cultured bacteria. 
3. cultivated; tilled. 

cul/ture shock’, n. [noncount) a feeling of confusion 
and distress experienced by a person who is exposed to 
a foreign culture: The company wants to hire someone 
experienced in overseas living who won't be affected by 
culture shock. 

cul-vert (kul/vart) /'kalvərt/ n. [count] a drain or chan- 
nel crossing under a road, sidewalk, etc.; sewer. 

-cum-, root. -cum- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “with.” It is used between two words to mean 
“with; combined with; along with’: a garage-cum- 
workshop (= a garage that is combined with a work- 
shop). 

cum., an abbreviation of: cumulative. 

cu. m., an abbreviation of: cubic meter. 

cum-berssome (kum/bər səm) /'kambərsəm/ adj. 1. 
burdensome; heavy or bulky to carry, wear, etc.: The 
desk was too curnbersome to pick up and move. 2. slow 
and inefficient; clumsy: the cumbersome process of re- 
newing a drivers license. —cum/ber-some-ness, n. 
(noncount] 

cumin (kum/ən, kd0m/- or, often, kd6’/man, kyod7-) 
/‘kamon, 'kum- or, often, 'kuwmen, 'kyuw-/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a small plant of the parsley family, with sweet- 
smelling, seedlike fruit used as a spice. 2. the fruit or 
seeds of this plant, used as a spice. 

cumemer-bund (kum/ər bund’) /'kamor,band/ n. 
[count] a wide sash worn at the waist, esp. one worn 
with a tuxedo. 

cu-murla-tive (kyd0’mys lə tiv, -lā/tiv) /‘kyuwmyolotiv, 
-leytiv/ adj. increasing steadily by successive additions: 
the cumulative, darnaging effect of all the punches on 
the boxer’s brain. —cu/muclactivesly, adv. 

cuemuslo-nim-bus (kydo/mya 16 nim/bəs) /,\kyuwmy- 
slow'nimbas/ n. [count], pl. -bi (-bi) /-bay/ -bus-es. a 
cloud indicating thunderstorm conditions, having the 
shape of a tall anvil. 

cuemuelus (kydo’mye las) /‘kyuwmyalas/ n. [count], pl. 
-li (-li”) /-lay/. a cloud having dense individual elements 
in the form of puffs, mounds, or towers, with flat bases 
and tops 

cuneiform  (kyoo né/a form’, kyðö/nē ə-) 
/kyuw'niya,form, ‘kyuwniya-/ adj. 1. having slim wedge- 
shaped elements, such as the characters used in writing 
by the ancient Akkadians and others. —n. [noncount] 2. 
cuneiform Characters or writing. 

cunning (kun/ing) kanig? n. [noncount] 1. skill used 
in a shrewd or sly manner to deceive; guile: In some fa- 
bles it is the fox that has a lot of cunning. —adj. 2. 
shrewd; crafty; sly; deceptive: that cuaning old politician. 
—cun/ning-ly, adv. —cun/nine-ness, n. Lnoncount] 

cup (kup) /kap/ n., v., cupped, cup-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a small, open container of china, metal, etc., usually with 
a handle, used as a drinking vessel for hot beverages: We 
put out the cups and saucers for coffee and tea. 2. a cup 
with its contents: had a cup of hot coffee for breakfast. 3. 
the quantity contained in a cup: poured out a cup of cof- 
fee. 4. a unit of capacity equal to 8 fluid ounces (237 
milliliters) or 16 tablespoons; half pint: two cups of flour. 
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5. an ornamental bowl, vase, etc., offered as a prize for a 
contest: When she won the tennis tournainent, she held 
up the silver cup for everyone to see. 6. any cuplike part, 
utensil, etc: te cup of a flower. 7. either of the two 
forms that cover the breasts in a brassiere. 8. an athletic 
supporter reinforced with rigid plastic or metal. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 9. to take, place, or hold in or as if in a cup: He 
cupped the baby’s face in his hands. 10. to form into a 
cuplike shape: He cupped his hands and caught the ball. 
—Idiom. 11. in one’s cups, [be + ~ intoxicated: 
drunk. 12. one’s cup of tea, [noncount; used esp. in a 
negative phrase] something suited or attractive to one. 

cup-board (kub/ard) /‘kabard/ u. [count] a closet with 
shelves for dishes, cups, food, etc. 

cup-cake (kup/kak’) /'kap,keyk/ n. [count] a small 
cake, baked in a cup-shaped mold. 

cupeful (kup/fodl) /‘kapful/ n. [count], pl. -fuls. 1. the 
amount a cup can hold. 2. a measure equal to 8 fluid 
ounces (237 milliliters); cup: one cupful of rnitk. 

Curpid (kydo/pid) /'kyuwpid/ n. 1. [proper noun] the Ro- 
man god of sensual love, the son of Venus, commonly 
represented as a winged, naked infant boy with a bow 
and arrows. 2. (count; cupid] a similar winged being, or 
a representation of one, esp. as a symbol of love. 

Curpid-iety (kydo pid/i tē) /kyuw'piditiy/ n. [noncount) 
eager Or overwhelming desire, esp. to possess some- 
thing, such as money or property; greed; avarice. 

Curporla (kyōo/pə lə) /'kyuwpələ/ n. [count], pl. -las. a 
part of a roof shaped like an inverted bowl. —cu/po- 
laed, adj. 

cur (kur) /k3r/ u. [count] 1. a dog of mixed breed, esp. a 
worthless or unfriendly one. 2. a mean, cowardly person: 
Only a cur would treat a child like that! 

-Cur-, roof. -cur- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “run; happen.” These meanings are found in 
such words aS: CONCUR, CONCURRENT, CURRENCY, CURRENT, 
CURRICULUM, CURSIVE, CURSOR, CURSORY, OCCUR, OCCUR- 
RENCE, RECUR, RECURRENCE. See -COUR-. 

cur., an abbreviation of: 1. currency. 2. current. 

-Cura-, root. -cura- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “help; care.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACCURATE, CURABLE, CURATE, CURATIVE, CURATOR, 
CURE, MANICURE, PEDICURE, SECURE, SINECURE. 

cureable (kydor’a bal) /‘kyurabal/ adj. able to be cured: 
a curable disease. See -CURA-. 

Curraere or Currarri (kyòó rar’é, koo-) /kyu'rariy, ku-/ n. 
[noncount] a blackish substance made chiefly from tropi- 
cal plants, used as an arrow poison. 

Currate (kyoor’it) /‘kyurit/ n. [count] a member of the 
clergy who assists a rector or vicar. See -cuRA-. 

Cureartive (kydor’a tiv) /‘kyurativ/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. serving to cure or heal: the curative effects of careful 
diet and exercise. —n. [count] 2. a curative medicine, 
diet, or course of exercise; remedy. See -cura-. 

Ccurrastor (ky66 ra/ter, kydor’a-) /kyu'reytar, 'kyurey-/ n. 
[count] the person in charge of a museum, zoo, etc.: the 
curator of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. —cuerra-toeri- 
al (kyòðór/ə tôr/ēě al, -tOr’-) /,kyura'toriyal, -'towr-/ adj. 
—curra/tor-ship’, n. Lnoncount] See -cura-. 

curb (kûrb) /k3arb/ n. [count] 1. a rim, esp. of joined 
Stones or concrete, along a street, forming an edge for a 
sidewalk: / tripped on the curb crossing the street, 2. an- 
ything that restrains or controls; restraint; check: a curb 
on spending. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to control with or as if 
with a curb; restrain; check: We'll have to curb spending 
this year. 4. to cause (a dog) to keep in the gutter near 
the curb when defecating: The sign read, “Curb your 
dog.” 

curd (kurd) /kard/ n. a thick substance obtained from 
milk when it sours, used as food or made into cheese: 
[noncount): smalt curd cottage cheese. [count]: eating 
her curds and whey. 

curedle (kur/dl) /'ksrdļ|/ v., -dled, -dling. 1. to change 
into curd; turn sour: [no obj]: After a week the cream will 
begin to curdle. [~ + obj]: The acid in that coffee will 
curdle the milk you put in. —Idiom. 2. curdle one’s 
blood or make one’s blood curdle, to fill one with hor- 
ror or fear: Those terrifying screams rnade tny blood cur- 
dle. —cur/dler, n. [count] 

Cure (kyoor) /kyur/ n., v., cured, cur-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
a medicine or treatment to heal or restore health; rem- 
edy: a cure for cancer. 2. successful treatment that re- 
Stores health: a complete cure. 3. a means of correcting 
or relieving anything troublesome or harmful: a cure for 
inflation. —v. 4 [~ + obj] to restore (someone) to 
health; heal: Those little pills cured me completely. 5. (~ 
+ obj] to relieve or rid of (an illness, problem, etc.): We 
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need to take drastic steps to cure unemployment. 6. [7 
+ obj] to prepare (meat, etc.) for preservation by smok- 
ing, salting, aging, etc.: They cure the ham in a sinoke- 
house. 7. [no obj] (of meat, etc.) to undergo a process of 
preservation by smoking, Salting, etc.: The meat cures for 
several months in the warehouse. —cur/er, n. (count) 
See -CURA-. 

curré (kydo ra’, kydor’a) /kyu'rey, 'kyurcy/ n. [count], pl. 
-rés. (in France) a parish priest. 

cure/’-all’, n. [count] a cure for all ills or for everything 
wrong: He thinks cutting taxes is a cure-all for the econ- 
omy. 

cur-few (kur/fyoo) /‘karfyuw/ n. [count] 1. an order es- 
tablishing a time after which certain regulations apply, 
esp. that no unauthorized persons may be outdoors or 
that places of public assembly must be closed: The army 
imposed a curfew on certain days and all evenings. 2. a 
regulation requiring a person to be home at a Stated 
time, such as one imposed by a parent on a child: Par- 
ents should establish a curfew and make sure it is 
obeyed. 3. the time at which a curfew starts: must get 
home before my curfew. 4. the period during which a 
curfew is in effect: } was out during the curfew. 

currie (kydor/é, kydo ré/) /‘kyuriy, kyu'riy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ries. a unit of activity of radioactive substances. 

currico (kydor/é 3/) /'kyuriy,ow/ n. [count], pl. -rivos. a 
usually small article, object of art, etc., valued as a curi- 
osity. 

Currieoseiety (kydor’é os/i tē) //kyuriy'psitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. [noncount] the desire to learn or know about any- 
thing; inquisitiveness: Just out of curiosity, what are you 
doing tomorrow night? 2. [count] a Curious or rare thing: 
several old curiosities in the museum shop. 

currivous (kydor’é as) /‘kyuriyas/ adj. 1. eager to learn 
or know; inquisitive: Most children are born naturally cu- 
rious. 2. taking an impolite or too great interest in 
others’ affairs; prying: curious neighbors, always peeking 
out the windows. 3. arousing attention or interest 
through being unusual; strange; novel: That was a curi- 
ous sight, even for New York. [it + be + ~ + that 
clause}. It is curious that not one city office knows where 
| can get my refund. —cu/ri-ous-ly, adv. —cu/ri-ous- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

curl (kûrl) /karl/ v. 1. to (cause to) grow in or form small 
rings; (cause to) become curved or wavy: [no obj): When 
she was young, her hair curled naturally. [~ + obj): She 
spent a lot of time curling her hair. 2. to (cause to) 
curve, twist, or coil: [no obj]: The sleeping cat's tail 
curled around its body. [~ + obj]: The cat curled its tait 
around itself. 3. [no obj) to move in a curving direction: 
The road curls a little to the left. 4. cur! up, [no obj] a. 
to sit or lie down cozily: to curl up with a good book. b. 
to become twisted up on the edges: All his old papers 
had curled up. —n. (count) 5. a coil or small ring of hair: 
blond curls. 6. anything of a spiral or curved shape: curls 
of wood on the workshop floor. —-Idiom. 7. curl one’s 
or the hair, to fill one with horror: That new horror 
movie will really curl your hair. 8. cur! one’s lip, to raise 
a corner of one’s lip, as in an expression of disdain or 
scorn. 

curl-er (kdr/ler) /'karlor/ n. [count] a small device used 
to curl the hair. 

curlew (kûr/lōo) /karluw/ n. [count] a large shorebird 
having a long, slender bill that curves down. 

curl-i-cue or cursly-cue (kur/li kyoo’) /‘k3rli,kyuw/ n. 
[count] a fancy curl or twist. 

curley (kur/lé) /'karliy/ adj., -i-er, -icest. having Curls; ar- 
ranged in the shape of curls: curly blond hair. 

cur-mudg-eon (kar muj/an) /kor'mad3an/ n. [count] a 
bad-tempered person: That old currmidgeon never 
smiles at anyone. —cur-mude/eonely, adj. 

currant (kurfant, kur7-) /‘karont, 'kar-/ n. [count] 1. a 
small seedless raisin used in cooking. 2. the small, 
round, sour berry of certain shrubs. 3. the shrub itself. 

currency (kiran sé, kur/-) /‘karonsiy, ‘kar-/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. money in circulation as a medium of exchange 
in a country: [noncount): Where can | exchange my for- 
eign currency? (court). At that time the Japanese yen 
was a very strong Currency conipared to the American 
dollar. 2. [noncount) general acceptance; prevalence; 
vogue: That story gained greater currency as time went 
on. See -CUR-. 

cur-rent (kir’ant, kur/-) /‘k3ront, 'kar-/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) belonging to the time passing; present: the current 
rate of inflation. 2. generally or commonly used or ac- 
cepted; prevalent: current usage in English. 3. most re- 
cent; new; most up-to-date: current events. 4. publicly or 
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commonly reported or known: a rumor current among 
insiders. —n. [count] 5. a portion of a large body of wa- 
ter or mass of air that moves in a certain direction: The 
raft was swept into the current and carried out to sea. 6. 
the movement or flow of electric charge, measured in 
amperes: The current was switched off so that the train 
crews could walk safely on the tracks. 7. a general ten- 
dency, course, or trend, as of thinking or ideas: a current 
of unrest among the students. —cur/rent-ly, adv.: This 
style is currently in fashion. See -cur-. 

curericeuslum (kə rik/yə ləm) /ka'nikyalam/ n. [count], 
pl. -la (-la), -lums. 1. all the courses of study given in a 
school, etc.: The college offers a wide curriculum in 
many disciplines. 2. the regular course of study in a 
school, etc.: the social studies curriculum. —ecureric/us 
lar, adj.: the office of curricular guidance. See -CUR-. 

curric/ulum vi/tae (vi/té) /‘vaytiy/ n. [count], pl. cur- 
ricula vitae. a brief biographical resumé of one’s career 
and training, as prepared by a person applying for a job. 

curry! (kur’é, kur/é) /'ksriy, 'kariy/ n., pl. -ries, v., 
-ried, -ry-ing. —n. 1. a strong-smelling and strong- 
tasting food cooked in a sauce with curry powder: 
[count]: The restaurant offered several good curnes. 
[noncount): Hot curry can be injurious to your palate. 2. 
[noncount] curry powder. 3. [noncount] a sauce contain- 
ing curry powder. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cook or flavor 
(food) with curry powder. 

curry? (kir’é, kur/é) /'ksriy, 'kariy/ v. [~ + obj], -ried, 
-ry-ing. 1. to rub, clean, and brush (a horse) with a spe- 
cial comb. —-Idiom. 2. curry favor, [~ + with + obj] 
to seek to advance oneself through falsely praising an- 
other: She tried to curry favor with the boss by telling her 
how sinart she was. 

cur/ry pow/der, n. [noncount] a strong-smelling mix- 
ture of ground spices, such as turmeric, coriander, 
cumin, and pepper, used esp. in Indian food. 

curse (kirs) /k3rs/ n., v, cursed or curst (kûrst) /karst/ 
cursing. —n. [count] 1. the expression of a wish that 
misfortune happen to someone: The witch put a curse on 
the young princess. 2. a swearword, esp. one used in an- 
ger or for emphasis: All + got for my trouble was a 
shower of curses. 3. an evil, misfortune, trouble, or diffi- 
cult time in one’s life: The drought was a curse to the 
people of Ethiopia. 4. [the + ~] Slang. the menstrual 
period; menstruation. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to wish evil upon 
(someone or something): He cursed me and all t stood 
for. 6. to swear (at); say or utter Swearwords (to): [no 
obj): | hit my finger with the hammer and cursed silently 
to myself. [~ + at + obj): They cursed loudly at the out- 
fielder for dropping the easy fly ball. [~ + obj): She 
cursed him and walked away. 7. [~ + obj] to complain 
against (something) often with swearwords: } cursed the 
bad luck that had ever brought me to that place. 
—curs/er, n. [count] 

curs-ed (kur/sid, karst) /‘karsid, karst/ adj. 1. under a 
curse; damned: cursed for their sins. 2. deserving a 
curse; hateful; terrible: this cursed job. 3. [be + ~ + 
with + obj] suffering because of some circumstance: / 
was cursed with a violent temper. —curs/ed-ly, adv. 
curesive (ktir/siv) /‘karsiv/ adj. 1. (of handwriting) in 
flowing strokes with the letters joined together. 2. (of 
typeset material) resembling handwriting: a cursive font. 
—cur/sively, adv. —cur/’siveeness, n. [noncount] See 
-CUR-. 

curesor (kir/sor) /‘karsar/ n. [count] 1. a movable, usu- 
ally blinking, symbol on a computer screen, used to indi- 
cate where data such as text or commands may be 
typed. 2. a sliding object, as the lined glass on a slide 
rule, that can be set at any point on a scale. See -cur-. 

curesorry (kur’sa rē) /'ksrsəriy/ adj. going rapidly over 
something; hasty; superficial: a cursory glance. —Ccur-so- 
riely (kûr/sər ə lē) /'karsaraliy/ adv. —cur/sorri-ness, n. 
[rroncount) See -CuR-. 

curt (kurt) /kart/ adj., -er, -est. rudely brief in speech, or 
too quick in manner: a curt reply to my friendly greeting. 
—curt/ly, adv.: answered curtly that he was too busy to 
talk. —curt/ness, n. [Noncount) —Syn. See BLUNT. 

curetail (kər tal’) /kor'teyl/ v. [~ + obj] to cut short; re- 
duce: The trip was curtailed because of bad weather. 
—cur-tail’er, n. [count] —cur-tail’ment, n. [noncount): 
curtailment of foreign aid. See -TAIL-. 

cur-tain (kûr/tn) /kartn/ n. [count] 1. a hanging piece 
of fabric used to shut out the light from a window, deco- 
rate a room, etc. See illustration at APARTMENT. 2. a. a 
movable drapery that hangs in front of a stage and con- 
ceals it from the audience. b. the start or end of a per- 
formance, scene, act, or play, esp. the time at which a 
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performance begins: Tle curtain is at seven o'clock. 3. 
anything that shuts off, covers, or conceals: a curtain of 
artillery fire; a curtain of darkness. 4. curtains, [it + be 
+ q] Slang. the end; death, esp. by violence: As the gun- 
men surrounded him, he knew it was curtains. 

cur/tain call’, n. [count] the appearance of a per- 
former or group of performers at the conclusion of a 
play, etc., to receive the applause of the audience. 

curtesy (kurt/sé) /‘kartsiy/ n., pl. -sies, v., -sied, -sy-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a respectful bow made by women and 
girls, consisting of bending the knees and lowering the 
body. —v. [no obj} 2. to make a curtsy: t was surprised 
when the housekeeper curtsied to us. 

cur-va-ceous (kûr va/shas) /k3r'veyfas/ adj. (of a 
woman) having a well-shaped figure with attractive 
curves. —cur-va/ceous-ly, adv. —cur-va/ceous-ness, 
n. Wroncourit) 

cur-va-ture (kiir/va char, -chddr’) /‘karvatfor, -,tfur/ n. 
1. [noncount] the act of curving or the state of being 
curved. 2. [noncount] a curved shape or condition, often 
abnormal: curvature of the spine. 3. [count] the degree 
of curving of a line or surface: a curvature of 20 degrees. 

curve (kurv) /karv/ n., v, curved, curv-ing, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a continuously bending line, without angles: a 
curve in the road. 2. Also called curve’ ball’. a baseball 
pitch thrown with a spin that causes the ball to turn from 
a normal straight path. 3. a misleading or deceptive 
trick: That was a mean curve from the professor. 4. an 
academic grading system based on the scale of perfor- 
mance of the group, so that those performing better, re- 
gardless of their actual knowledge, receive higher grades: 
to mark on a curve. —v. 5. to (cause to) bend in a curve: 
take the course of a curve: [no obj]: The road curved 
Sharply to the left. [~ + obj]: The bowler curved the ball 
to the right. —Idiom. 6. throw someone a curve, to 
take someone by surprise: The economy threw all the ìn- 
vestors a Curve by refusing to regain strength when ex- 
pected. 

curvey (ktr/vé) /‘karviy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. shaped like 
a curve: some curvy lines on the TV screen. 2. curva- 
ceous: curvy Chorus girls. 

cush-ion (kdosh/an) /'kufən/ n. [count] 1. a soft pad or 
bag filled with feathers, air, etc., and used to sit, lie, or 
lean on: dozing off on the nice soft cushions. 2. anything 
similar in form or function, such as a pad to prevent ex- 
cessive pressure. 3. something that lessens the effects of 
hardship or distress: They intended their savings account 
to be their cushion if times got bad. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
supply or furnish with a cushion or cushions. 5. to lessen 
or soften the effects of: to cushion a btow. —cush/ionry, 
adj. 

cush-y (kddsh/’é) /‘kufiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. tnformal. 1. 
involving little effort and providing much profit: a cushy 
job, teaching only two hours a week. 2. soft and comfort- 
able: a cushy pillow. —cush/ieness, n. (noncount) 

cusp (kusp) /kasp/ n. [count] 1. a point or pointed end, 
as on the crown of a tooth. 2. a point that marks the be- 
ginning of a change: on the cusp of a new era. 

cusepid (kus/pid) /‘kaspid/ n. [count] any of the four ca- 
nine teeth in humans. Also called cuspid tooth. 

cuss (kus) /kas/ tnformal. —v. 1. to use profanity (to); 
curse (at): [no Obj]: He was cussing as they took him off 
to jail. (~ + at + obj): cussing at his captors [~ + obj): 
He cussed me under his breath. —n. [count] 2. an ob- 
scene word; curse. 3. a person or animal: a strange old 
cuss. 

cusetard (kus/tard) /'kastord/ n. [noncount) a food, esp. 
a dessert, made with eggs, milk, and usually sugar, 
baked or boiled until thickened. 

cus-to-di-an (ku std/dé an) /ka'stowdiyan/ n. [count] 1. 
a person who has custody: Who will be your chitdren‘’s 
custodian? 2. a person entrusted with guarding or main- 
taining a property; caretaker: The custodian locked the 
museum. —cuS-to/dieaneship’, n. (roncount) 

cus-to-dy (kus/ta dé) /‘kastodiy/ n. [noncount] 1. a. 
keeping; guardianship; care. b. (in a legal separation or 
divorce) the right of deciding where and how a child or 
children will live, be schooled, etc. 2. [often: in/jinto + ~] 
the state of being kept or guarded by officers of the law: 
The suspect was taken into custody. 

cusetom (kus/tam) /‘kastam/ n. 1. [count] a habitual 
practice; the usual way of acting: tt was a custom of mine 
to get coffee every morning. 2. [noncount] such ways of 
acting when thought of as a group; convention; tradition: 
a slave to custom. 3. customs, a. duties or fees im- 
posed by law on imported or exported goods: [noncount; 
used with a singular verb]: Customs isnt too much on 
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that new car, is it? [ptural; used with a ptural verb]: The 
customs on that product are very high in my country. b. 
[noncount,; used with a singular verb] the government 
department that collects these duties: Customs is very 
Particular about that brand of car as an import tiere. c. 
[nonconnt, used with a singutar verb) the section of an 
airport, etc., where baggage is checked for illegally im- 
ported goods and for goods subject to the payment of 
duty: Which way is customs? —adj. [before a noun] 4. 
made specially for individual customers: custom shoes. 
5. dealing in things so made, or doing work to order: a 
custom tailor. —-Syn. CUSTOM, HABIT, PRACTICE mean an 
established way of doing things. custom, applied to a 
community or to an individual, implies a more or less 
permanent way of acting, seen over and over again in 
tradition and social attitudes: the custom of giving gifts at 
Christmas. HABIT, applied particularly to an individual, im- 
plies repetition of the same action resulting from a natu- 
ral or deep tendency or inclination to perform it: He has 
an annoying habit of interrupting the speaker. PRACTICE 
applies to a regularly followed procedure or pattern in 
doing things: tt is his practice to verify all statements. 

cus-tomear-y (kus’ta mer/’é) /'kasta,meriy/ adj. 1. ac- 
cording to or depending on custom; expected by custom: 
the customary, once-a-month meeting. [it + be + ~ + 
for + obj): tt is customary for many Americans to send 
greeting cards around Christmas. 2. [before a noun] (of 
behavior, etc.) habitual; usual: his customary cup of cof- 
fee. —cus-tomear-i-ly (kus’ta mer/ə lē; for emphasis, 
kusta mar/a lē) /'kasta,meraliy; for emphasis, 
ikasta! meərəliy/ adv.: She is customarily late for meet- 
ings. 

cus’tom-built/, adj. built to individual order: a custom- 
built guitar. 

cus-tom-er (kus/ta mar) /‘kastomar/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who purchases goods or services from another: 
buyer: / was one of their most loyal customers. See illus- 
tration at store. 2. (nformat. a person one has dealings 
with: a tough customer. 

cus-tomeize (kus/ta miz’) /‘kasto,mayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -izeing. to modify or build (something) according 
to an individual's request: They'll customize your car to 
give you bucket seats. —cus-tom:i-za-tion (kus’/ta mə- 
za/shan) /,kastama'zeyJfan/ n. (noncount] —cus/tom-iz/- 
er, n. [count] 

cus/tom-made/, adj. made to individual order: cus- 
tom-made Shoes. 

cut (kut) /kat/ v., cut, cut-ting, adj., n. —v. 1. to pene- 
trate with or as if with a sharp-edged instrument or ob- 
ject: [~ + obj}: t cut my face while shaving yesterday. 
[no obj): The axe won't cut anyrnore. 2. [~ + obj] to di- 
vide with or as if with a sharp-edged instrument; sever: ¢ 
cut the birthday cake. 3. to detach or remove with or as 
if with a sharp-edged instrument; slice off: [~ + obj]: to 
cut a slice of bread. [~ + ont + obj): Cut out a short ar- 
ticle from the paper. [~ + obj + out]: Cut a short articte 
out and hand it in. [~ + obj + out + of + obj): Cut a 
short article out of the newspaper. [~ + off + obj]: The 
queen yelled, “Cut off her head!” [~ + obj + of): Cut 
her head oM See cut orf below. 4. [no obj] to become 
detached or removed by or as if by a sharp-edged instru- 
ment: The meat is so tender it cuts easily with a fork. 5. 
[~ + obj] to set (someone or something) free or loose 
by severing rope, chains, etc.: t cut the prisoner free with 
my knife. 6. to saw down; fell: [~ + obj}: to cut timber. 
[~ + down + obj): to cut down a tree. [~ + obj + 
down]: to cut a tree down. See cut bown below. 7. [~ + 
obj) to trim by clipping, shearing, or pruning: to cut hair. 
8. [~ + obj] to mow; reap; harvest: to cut grain. 9. [~ + 
obj] to reduce the length of; shorten: to cut a speech 
Short. 10. [~ + obj] to lower, reduce, or curtail: to cut 
prices. 11. [~ + obj] to dissolve: a detergent that cuts 
grease. 12. [~ + obj] to intersect; cross: The top lines 
are cut at 90-degree angles by other lines. 13. [~ + 
across/tirough + Obj} to move or cross, esp. in the most 
direct way: to cut across an empty lot. 14. [~ + obj] tn- 
formal. to cease; stop; discontinue: Cut the kidding. 15. 
[~ + obj} to halt the running of, such as an engine; 
Stop: When t give you the signal, cut the engine. See cut 
oFF below. 16. [~ + obj] to grow (a tooth) through the 
gum: cutting her baby teeth. 17. [~ + obj] a. to pro- 
duce a pattern in (glass) by grinding and polishing: The 
craftsmen cut some fine crystal. b. to make or fashion by 
cutting, such as a garment. 18. [~ + obj} to fail to at- 
tend; make oneself absent from: began to cut classes 
and skip homework. 19. to wound the feelings (of): [~ + 
obj}: The way you treated me cut me badly. [no obj}: His 
criticisms Cut deep. 20. to divide (a pack of cards) at ran- 
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dom parts, as by removing cards from the top: [~ + 
obj): He cut the deck and fauned the cards on the table. 
[no obj): Whose turn is it to cut? 21. [~ + obj] a. to re- 
cord a selection on (magnetic tape): cut a new record last 
week. b. to make a recording of (a song, etc.): cut two 
songs in one session. 22. [no obj] to make a sudden or 
sharp change in direction; swerve: The runner cut to the 
left and moved upfield quickly. 23. cut across, [~ + 
across + obj] to go beyond considerations of; transcend: 
The uew tax program cuts across party lines. 24. cut 
back, a. to shorten (something growing) by cutting off 
the end: [~ + back + obj): You'll need to cut back the 
roses. [~ + obj + back]: Cut the roses back. b. to re- 
duce or discontinue: [~ + back + obj]: to cut back steel 
production. [~ + obj + back]: to cut steel production 
back to lower levels. [~ + back + on + obj): We'll have 
to cut back on those expensive meals. 25. cut down, a. 
Also, cut down on. [~ (+ down) + on + obj) to lessen 
or curtail; decrease: to cut down on snacks. b. to de- 
stroy, kill, or disable: [~ + down + obj): The hurricane 
cut down everything in its path. [~ + obj + down): The 
machine guns cut the euemy down. 26. cut in, a. [no 
obj] to move or thrust a vehicle, etc., suddenly between 
others: His car cut in suddenly in front of mine. b. [no 
obj] to interpose; interrupt: She would always cut in with 
some remark. c. [no obj] to interrupt a dancing couple 
in order to dance with one of them: May I cut in, please? 
d. [~ + obj + in] to include, such as in a business deal 
or card game: We'll cut you in for 50% of the profits. 27. 
cut off, a. to intercept: [~ + off + obj): His brigade cut 
off the enemy. [~ + obj + off}: The cavalry cut them off. 
b. to interrupt: [~ + off + obj]: The shouting cut off the 
speaker before she could finish. [~ + obj + off]: They 
cut her off before she was finished. c. to disconnect a 
phone connection with (someone) suddenly: [~ + off + 
obj): I cut off that salesman and returned to dinner. [~ + 
obj + off}: I cut the salesman off. d. to stop suddenly; 
discontinue: [~ + off + obj]: They cut off funding for the 
project. [~ + obj + off}: They cut funding off for next 
year. e. to halt the operation of; turn off: [~ + off + 
obj]: They cut off the power. [~ + obj + off}: They cut 
the power off. f. [~ + obj + off) to take away the right 
(of someone) to inherit; disinherit: His family cut him off 
without a cent. g. [~ + obj] to separate; sever. See cuT 
above, (def. 3). 28. cut out, a. to omit, delete, or re- 
move; excise: [~ + out + obj): Cut out a few extra para- 
graphs here. [~ + obj + out): Cut a few paragraphs out. 
b. to form by or as if by cutting: [~ + out + obj): She 
cut out heart-shaped pieces from the red paper. [~ + 
obj + out]: She cut a few pages out. c. to discontinue; 
stop: [~ + out + obj verb-ing]: prornised to cut out 
smoking. [~ + obj + out]: Now cut that out; you're dis- 
turbing me. d. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~ + out + for + 
obj] to plan; arrange: Your work is cut out for you. e. [no 
obj] Slang. to leave suddenly: Let's cut out and go home 
early. f. [no obj] (of an engine, etc.) to stop running: 
Suddenly the engine of the plane just cut out. 29. cut 
up, a. to cut into pieces or sections: [~ + up + obj): He 
cut up a few pieces of cheese. [~ + obj + up]: He cut 
the cake up and passed it around. b. to use a sharp in- 
strument, such as a knife, to injure with wounds: [~ + 
up + obj): Her attacker began to cut up her face. [~ + 
obj + up]: began to cut her face up. c. [no obj] Infor- 
mal. to play pranks; misbehave: As a kid he was always 
cutting up in class. —adj. 30. separated or shaped by 
cutting: cut flowers; a cut diarnond. 31. reduced by or as 
if by cutting: cut prices. —n. [count] 32. the result of cut- 
ting, as an incision, passage, or channel: a deep cut in 
the wood. 33. the act of cutting, as with a knife or whip: 
a quick cut at the rope. 34. an amount or piece cut off: a 
cut of meat. 35. a share, esp. of earnings or profits: an 
agent's cut of 5% on the deal. 36. a reduction in price, 
salary, etc.: a cut of 25% on our best merchandise. 37. 
the manner or fashion in which anything is cut: the cut of 
a dress. 38. style; manner; kind: a man of his cut. See A 
cut agove below. 39. a passage or course straight across 
or through: a cut through the woods. 40. an act, speech, 
etc., that wounds the feelings of another: That insult was 
a deep cut. 41. an absence, as from a class at which at- 
tendance is required: You have four cuts already. 42. the 
change from one shot or scene of a film to another: a 
quick cut to the musician in his happier days. 43. an in- 
dividual song, etc., on a record or tape: added that cut as 
an afterthought. —Idiom. 44. a cut above, somewhat 
superior to: Your work was a cut above the rest. 45. cut 
a figure, to give a certain impression of oneself: That 
elderly statesman still manages to cut a distinguished fig- 
ure. 46. cut both ways, to have or result in advantages 
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as well as disadvantages: The deal cuts both ways; you 
might benefit greatly or suffer tremendous losses. 47. 
cut it, [~ + obj; usually: with negative words or phrases, 
or in questions] Informal. to perform effectively or suc- 
cessfully: He can't seem to cut it in the financial world. 
48. cut it fine, to calculate precisely, without allowing 
for error: Our connecting train will leave at 3:35, but we 
won't get there until 3:31; isn't that cutting it just a bit 
fine? 49. cut one’s teeth on, [~ + one’s teeth + on + 
obj) to do at an early stage or age: He cut his teeth on 
reporting, working for his town newspaper at the early 
age of eight. 50. cut out for, [~ + obj; usually: with 
negative words and phrases, or in questions] fitted for; 
capable of: He's just not cut out for the military. 51. cut 
short, to end abruptly before completion; interrupt: [~ + 
obj + short): cut the performance short and left early. (~ 
+ short + obj): They cut short the concert and everyone 
went home early. 

cut/-and-dried’ also cut/-and-dry/, adj. 1. settled in 
advance; not needing much discussion; clear-cut: This iS- 
sue seems fairly cut-and-dried; let's vote on it now. 2. 
routine: cut-and-dried operations. 

cutback (kut/bak’) /‘kat,bek/ n. [count] 1. a reduction 
in rate, quantity, etc.: a cutback in production. 2. a re- 
turn in the course of a story, film, etc., to earlier events. 

cute (kydot) /kyuwt/ adj., cuteer, cut-est. 1. charmingly 
attractive, esp. in a pert or dainty way: a cute baby. 2. 
mentally keen; clever; shrewd: That was a cute move, 
getting the boss to back you. —cute/ly, adv. —cute/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

cutesy or cutessie (kydot/seé) /'kyuwtsiy/ adj., -si-er, 
-si-est. Informal. cute in a deliberate or forced way; coy. 
—cute/’si-ness, n. lnoncount] 

curti-cle (kyoo/ti kəl) /'kyuwtikəl/ n. [count] the hard- 
ened skin that surrounds the edges of a fingernail or toe- 
nail. 

cutie (kyoo/té) /'kyuwtiy/ n. [count] Informal. a charm- 
ingly attractive person: My niece is a real cutie. 

cut-lass or cutelas (kut/las) /'katləs/ n. [count] a short, 
heavy, slightly curved sword with a single cutting edge. 

cutlery (kut/la rē) /'katləriy/ n. [noncount) cutting in- 
struments when thought of as a group, esp. utensils used 
at the table for cutting and eating food. 

cut-let (kut/lit) /'katlht/ n. [count] 1. a slice of meat for 
broiling or frying. 2. a flat croquette of minced food. 

cut-off (kut/6f’, -of/) /kat,of, -,pf/ n. [count] 1. an act 
or instance of cutting off. 2. a point serving as the limit 
beyond which something is no longer possible: We'll start 
the bargaining at 50%, but 35% is the cutoff; we wont go 
lower than that. 3. a road, passage, etc., that leaves an- 
other, usually providing a shortcut: a cutoff from the 
main highway. 4. cutoffs, [plural] shorts made by cut- 
ting the legs off a pair of trousers, esp. jeans: wanted my 
old jeans to use for making cutoffs. —adj. (before a 
noun] 5. being a limit or ending: the cutoff date for appli- 
cations. 

cut-out (kut/out’) kat,awt/ n. [count] 1. something cut 
out from something else, such as a pattern cut from pa- 
per: The girls were playing with paper-doll cutouts. 2. a 
device that automatically interrupts an electric current, 
etc.: He hit the cutout and the machinery stopped. 

cut/-rate/’, adj. [before a noun] 1. offered at a reduced 
rate or price: cut-rate prices. 2. offering goods or 
services at reduced prices: a cut-rate store. 

cut-ter (kut/ar) /‘kator/ n. [count] 1. a person who cuts, 
as one who cuts film for editing. 2. a machine, tool, or 
other device for cutting: a wire cutter. 3. a lightly armed 
government boat. 

cut-throat (kut/throt’) /‘kat Orowt/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who cuts throats; murderer. —adj. 2. murderous. 3. 
ruthless: cutthroat competition. 

cutting (kut/ing) /‘katin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a per- 
son or thing that cuts, or something cut, cut off, or cut 
out. 2. a piece, such as a root or leaf, cut from a plant 
and used to start a new plant: gave us cuttings from his 
coleus plants. 3. a clipping from a newspaper, etc.: She 
kept all the cuttings from the newspapers. —adj. 4. [be- 
fore a noun] designed or used for cutting: a cutting tool. 
5. piercing, such as a wind: the cutting north wind. 6. 
sarcastic: a vicious, cutting remark. —cut/ting-ly, adv. 

cut-tle-fish (kut/! fish’) /‘katl,fif/ n, ph (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-fish-es. any flattened shellfish with a hard internal shell. 

cut-up (kut/up’) /'kat,ap/ r. [count]informal. a clown or 
show-off; prankster. 

CW, an abbreviation of: chemical warfare. 

cw, an abbreviation of: clockwise. 
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“Cy, suffix. -cy is used to form nouns. 1. It is attached to 
adjectives that have stems that end in -t, -te, -tic and 
esp. -nt a. to form abstract nouns: democrat + -cy ~ 
democracy, accurate + -cy ~ accuracy; expedient + -cy 
~ expediency, lunatic + -cy ~ lunacy. b. to form action 
nouns: vacant + -cy ~ vacancy; occupant + -cy ~ occu- 
pancy.: 2. -cy Is attached to nouns with the meaning 
“rank or office of’: captain + -cy ~ captaincy (= rank or 
office of a captain); imagistra(te) + -cy 7 magistracy (= 
office of a magistrate). 

Cy., an abbreviation of: county. 

cy-aenide (sia nid’, -nid) /'saya,nayd, -nid/ n. [non- 
count] a strong poison, potassium cyanide. 

cy-ber-na-tion (si/bar na/shan) /,saybar'neyfan/__n. 
{noncount]) the use of computers to control automatic 
processes, esp. in manufacturing. 

cy-ber-net-ics (si/bar net/iks) /,saybar'netiks/ m. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] a field of study that 
compares the control and communication systems of the 
body with mechanical or electronic systems of control 
and communication. —cy/ber-net/ic, cy’ber-net/i-cal, 
adj. —cy-ber-net-i-cist (si/bar net/ə sist) /,sayb- 
or'netasist/ cy-ber-ne-tiecian (siéber ni tish’an) /,sayba- 
rni'tifan/ n. [count] 

cy-clasmen (siklə mən, -men’, sik/lə-) /'saykləmən, 
-men, 'stklo-/ n. [count] a plant of the primrose family, 
having white, purple, or red flowers. 

cy-cle (si’kal) /'saykəl/ n., v., -cled, -cling. —n. [count] 
1. any complete round or repeating series of events: the 
cycle of the four seasons. 2. a recurring period of time, 
esp. one in which certain events repeat themselves: a cy- 
cle of no more than 50 seconds. 3. a bicycle, motorcycle, 
tricycle, or the like. 4. a group of poems, songs, etc., 
about a central theme or figure: the Arthurian cycle. —v. 
[no obj] 5. to ride or travel by bicycle, motorcycle, or the 
like: They cycled into town for groceries. See -cyYcte-. 

-cycle-, root. -cycle- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “cycle; circle; wheel.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: BICYCLE, CYCLE, CYCLO, CYCLONE, CYCLO- 
TRON, RECYCLE, TRICYCLE. 

cy-clic (si/klik, sik/lik) /‘sayklik, 'stklik/ also cy’cliceal, 
adj. happening or occurring in cycles: cyclic events. See 
-CYCLE-. 

cy-Clist (si/klist) /‘sayklist/ also cy-cler (si/klor) /'sayk- 
lar/ n. [count] a person who rides or travels by bicycle, 
motorcycle, or the like. See -cycte-. 

cy-clo (sē/klō, si-) /'siyklow, say-/ n. [count], pl. -clos. a 
three-wheeled pedaled or motorized taxi in SE Asia. See 
-CYCLE-. 

cy-clone (si’kl6n) /‘sayklown/ n. [count] 1. a violent 
storm with circular wind motion: The cyclone struck the 
islands with devastating force. 2. (not in technical use) a 
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tornado. —ey-clon-ic (si klon/ik) /say'klonik/ adj.: cy- 
clonic winds. See -cYcte-. 

cy-clo-tron (si/kla tron’, sik/la-) /‘sayklo,tron, 'siklo-/ n. 
[count] an accelerator in which atomic or subatomic par- 
ticles move in spiral paths in a constant magnetic field. 
See -cycte-. 

Cyge-net (sig/nit) /‘signit/ n. [count] a young swan. 

cyl-in-der (sil/in dar) /‘silindor/ n. [count] 1. a surface 
shape or solid having long straight sides and two flat 
round ends; a shape resembling a tube with a top and 
bottom. 2. any object or part shaped like a cylinder, as 
the part of a revolver holding the bullets, or a part of an 
engine where a piston compresses the air and fuel mix- 
ture. —cyl/in-dered, adj. 

cy-lin-dri-cal (sə lin’dri kəl) /so'lindrikal/ adj. having 
the shape or form of a cylinder. 

cymebal (sim/bal) /'sımbəl/ n. [count] a plate of brass or 
bronze that produces a sharp, ringing sound when 
struck. —cym/bal-ist, n. [count] 

cyneic (sin/ik) /‘sinik/ n. [count] 1. a person who be- 
lieves that only selfishness is the cause of all human 
actions: a cynic who never understood anyone's charity 
toward another. 2. a person who shows or expresses a 
bitterly negative attitude, as by making hateful remarks 
about others. —cyn/i-cal, adj. —cynvi-cism (sin/i siz/- 
am) /'sini,sizam/_ n. [noncount) 

cy-pher (si/far) /‘sayfor/ n., v. Chiefly Brit. CIPHER. 

Ccy-press (si/pras) /‘saypras/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen, 
cone-bearing tree having dark-green, scalelike, overlap- 
ping leaves. 2. [noncount] the wood of this tree. 

Cyprri-ot (sip’ré at) /'sipriyat/ n. [count] 1. a person 
born or living in Cyprus. —adj. 2. of or relating to Cy- 
prus. 

cyst (sist) /sist/ n. [count] an abnormal saclike growth of 
the body in which liquid or matter is contained. —cys/- 
tic, adj. 

cys/tic fisbro’sis (fi brd/sis) /fay'browsis/ n. [non- 
count) a disease in which certain glands of the body pro- 
duce thickened mucus that clogs the lungs and leads to 
breathing difficulties. 

czar or tsar or tzar (zär, tsar) /zar, tsar/ n. [count] 1. 
an emperor or king. 2. [often: Czar] the former emperor 
of Russia. 3. any person exercising great authority or 
power: a Czar of industry. 

CZarriena (za ré/na, tsa-) /za'riyno, tsa-/ n. [count], pl. 
-nas. the wife of a czar; a Russian empress. 

Czech (chek) /tfek/ adj. 1. of or relating to the Czech 
Republic. 2. or or relating to the language spoken by 
many of the people in the Czech Republic. —n. 3. 
[count] a person born or living in the Czech Republic. 4. 
[noncount) the language spoken by many of the people 
in the Czech Republic. 


D, d (dé) /diy/ n. [count], pl. Ds or D’s, ds or d's. 1. the 
fourth letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 2. 
[sometimes; d) (in some grading systems) a grade or 
mark indicating poor or barely acceptable quality. 

d’, Pron. Spelling. do (esp. before you): How d'you like 
them? 

'd, 1. contraction of had: They'd already left. 2. contrac- 
tion of would: I'd like to see it. 3. contraction of did: 
Where'd you go? 4. contraction of -ed: She OK'd the 
plan. 

D, Symbol. (sometimes: d) the Roman numeral for 500. 

D., an abbreviation of: 1. day. 2. December. 3. Demo- 
crat. 4. Democratic. 5. Doctor. 

d., an abbreviation of: 1. date. 2. daughter. 3. day. 4. 
deceased. 5. diameter. 6. died. 

DA or D.A., an abbreviation of: District Attorney. 

dab (dab) /dxb/ v., dabbed, dab-bing, n. —v. 1. to pat 
or tap gently: [~ + obj]: | dabbed my eyes with a hand- 
kerchief. [~ + at + obj]: She dabbed at the stain on her 
dress. 2. [~ + obj] to apply (a substance) by light 
strokes: He dabbed some paint on the wall. 3. [~ + obj] 
to apply a moist substance onto: He dabbed the burn 
with some ointment. —n. [count] 4. a quick or light pat, 
as with something soft: applied her makeup with a few 
quick dabs. 5. a small lump or quantity: a dab of rouge. 

dab-ble (dab/al) /'dæbəl/ v., -bled, -bling. 1. to play and 
splash in or as if in water, esp. with the hands or feet: 
[no obj): dabbling in the water. [~ + obj): dabbling her 
toes in the bath water. 2. [no obj] to work without seri- 
ous thought or action: to dabble in literature. —dab-bler 
(dab/lar) /'dæblər/ n. [count] 

dacha (da/cha) /'datfə/ n. [count] a Russian country 
house or villa. 

dachs-hund (daks’hoont’, -hddnd/) /'daks,hünt, -,hund/ 
n. [count] one of a German breed of dogs having very 
short legs and a long body and ears. 

Da-cron (da’kron, dak/ron) /‘deykron, 'dekron/ Trade- 
mark. a brand of polyester fiber. 

dad (dad) /dæd/ n. [count] Informal. father. 

dad-dy (dad/é) /‘dediy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. Informal. 
father. 

dad/dy-long’legs or dad/dy long/legs (l6ng’ legz’, 
long/-) /‘lon, legz, 'log-/ n. [count], pl. -long-legs. a spi- 
derlike insect having a compact, rounded body and usu- 
ally extremely long, slender legs. Also called harvest- 
man. 
da-do (da’d6) /‘deydow/ n. [count], pl. -does, -dos. the 
lower broad part of an interior wall when specially fin- 
ished with wallpaper, paneling, paint, etc., so as to differ 
from the upper part. 
daf-fo-dil (daf’a dil) /‘defadil/ n. [count] 1. a plant of 
the amaryllis family, esp. one having a yellow flower with 
a trumpetlike crown or top. 2. the flower itself. 
daf-fy (daffé) /'dæfiy/ adj., -fi-er, -fi-est. Informal. silly; 
crazy; foolish: a daffy movie. —daf/fi-ness, n. (noncount 
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daft (daft) /dæft/ adj., -er, -est. 1. [often: be + ~) 
senseless, stupid, or foolish: He was daft to do that. 2. 
insane; crazy; mad: a daft idea. 

dae-ger (dad/ar) /'dægər/ n. [count] 1. a short, sword- 
like weapon with a pointed blade and a handle. 2. Also 
called obelisk. a printer’s mark (t) used esp. for refer- 
ences. ——Idiom. 3. look daggers at, [~ + obj] to look 
at (someone) with anger: She looked daggers at me 
when I said it was fine for our quests to Stay late. 

dahl-ia (dal’ya, dal/-) /‘dxlya, 'dal-/ n. [count], pl. -ias. 
a garden plant of Mexico and Central America, having 
thick, bulging roots and showy flowers. 

dairly (davlé) /‘deyliy/ adj., adv., n., pl. -lies. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 1. of, done, occurring, or coming out each 
day: daily attendance. 2. computed by the day: a daily 
quota. —adv. 3. every day; day by day: The plane arrived 
daily from Dar es Salaain. —n. [count] 4. a newspaper 
appearing each day or each weekday: For a while the two 
dailies cornpeted evenly in St. Louis, but eventually only 
one survived. 

dain-ty (dan’té) /‘deyntiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tivest, n., pl. 
-ties. —adj. 1. of delicate beauty; pretty; neat: a dainty 
lace handkerchief. 2. pleasing to the taste and, often, 
temptingly served: dainty pastries. 3. fussy; choosy; fas- 


tidious: a dainty eater. —n. [count] 4. something deli- 
cious to the taste; a delicacy. —daineti-ly (dan/tl è) l'de- 
yntliy/ adv. —dain/ti-ness, n. [noncount] 

dai-quirri (dikə rē, dak/a-) /'daykəriy, 'dækə-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ris. a cocktail of rum, lemon or lime juice, 
and sugar, sometimes with fruit added. 

dairy (dâr/ē) /'deəriy/ n., pl. dairies, adj. —n. [count] 
1. a place where milk and cream are kept and butter and 
cheese are made. 2. a company that processes or dis- 
tributes such products, or a store that sells them. —adj. 
[before a noun] 3. of or relating to a dairy or a dairy 
farm: the dairy industry. 4. of or relating to milk, cream, 
butter, cheese, etc.: dairy products. 

dair-y-ing (dar’é ing) /‘deariyin/ n. [poncount) the busi- 
ness of a dairy. 

dair-y-maid (dar’é mad’) /‘deariy,meyd/ n. [count] a 
girl or woman who is employed in a dairy. 

dair-yeman or -womean (dar/é man, -man/) /'deəri- 
ymon, -mæn/ or (-w66m/an) /-'womoan/ n. [count], pl. 
-men or -womeen. an owner, manager, or employee of a 
dairy. 

davis (da/is, di/-) /‘deyis, 'day-/ n. [count] a raised plat- 
form for a lectern, throne, seats of honor, etc.: The 
speaker climbed to the dais and began his speech. 

daisy (dā/zē) /‘deyziy/ n. [count], pl. -sies. 1. a plant 
that has a flower head of a yellow disk and white rays. 
—Idiom. 2. push up daisies, /nformal. to be dead and 
buried: Why, he’s been pushing up daisies these past 
twenty years! 

dale (dal) /deyl/ n. [count] a valley, esp. a broad valley. 

dally (dal’é) /'dæliy/ v. [no obj], -lied, -ly-ing. 1. to 
waste time; delay: Come straight home and don't dally. 
2. to act playfully coy with; flirt: dallied with every hand- 
some man. —dal-li-ance (dal/é ans) /'dæliyəns/ n. [non- 
count] —dal/li-er, n. [count] 

Dal-ma-tian (dal ma/’shen) /dæl'meyfən/ n. [count] one 
of a breed of medium-sized shorthaired dogs having a 
white coat marked with black or brown spots. 

dam!’ (dam) /dæm/ n., v., dammed, dam-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a barrier to obstruct or control the flow of wa- 
ter, built across a stream or river: When the dam broke, 
the flood spread to the village. 2. a body of water held 
back by a dam: You can go fishing and canoeing in the 
dam. —v. [~ (+ up) + obj] 3. to furnish with a dam; ob- 
struct or confine with or as if with a dam: to dam (up) a 
river; had dammed up his feelings. 

dam? (dam) /dæm/ n. [count] a female parent of a do- 
mestic animal, such as a horse, goat, or sheep. 

dam-age (dam/ij) /‘'demid3/ n., v., -aged, -ag-ing. —n. 
1. [noncount] injury, harm, or destruction that reduces 
value, usefulness, etc.; harmful effect: The earthquake 
caused great damage to the city. 2. damages, [plural] 
the money estimated to be equal to the loss or injury 
sustained: to pay $10,000 in damages. —v. [~ + obj) 3. 
to cause harm, injury, or destruction to; have a harmful 
effect on: The fire damaged our house. —dam-age-a-ble 
(dam/i jə bal) /‘damidzabal/ adj. 

dam/age control’, n. [noncount] efforts to counter the 
effects of unfavorable publicity, to reduce losses, or the 
like. 

dam-ask (dam/ask) /‘damask/ n. [noncount] 1. a deco- 
ratively patterned, usually reversible fabric, used for ta- 
blecloths, curtains, etc. —adj. [before a noun] 2. made 
of or resembling damask: a damask cloth. 

dame (dam) /deym/ n. [count] 1. [Dame] (in Britain) the 
official title of a woman who holds a rank equivalent to 
that of a knight: Dame Anne Hathaway. 2. a matronly 
woman of advanced age; matron. 3. Slang (sometimes 
offensive). a woman; female. 

damn (dam) /dæm/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to condemn as a 
failure: The critics damned the new play. 2. to ruin: 
damned by his gambling habit. 3. to condemn to eternal 
punishment or to hell; doom. —interj. 4. (used to ex- 
press anger, annoyance, disgust, etc.): “Damn!” he swore 
as lie stumbled into the coffee table. —n. [courit; singu- 
lar; used with negative words or phrases, or in questions] 
5. something worthless or of little or no value: His prom- 
ise is not worth a damn. —adj. (before a noun) 6. 
DAMNED (defs. 2, 3).: / think you're a damn fool. —adv. 7. 
DAMNED: You know damn well | wasn't there. —Idiom. 
8. damn with faint praise, to praise in such a way that 
the result is to condemn: The letter of recommendation 
said, “She does lier work as well as can be expected,” 
thus damning her with faint praise. 

dam-na-ble (dam/na bel) /'dæmnəbəl/ adj. 1. worthy of 
being damned; deserving condemnation. 2. very bad; 
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detestable, abominable, or outrageous: a damnable lie. 
—dam/na-bly, adv. 

dam-na-tion (dam nā/shən) /dæm'neyfən/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act of damning or the state of being 
damned. —interj. 2. (used to express anger, upset, etc.) 

damned (damd) /dæmd/ adj., superlative damned-est, 
damnd-est (dam/dist) /‘demdist/ adv. —adj. 1. con- 
demned or doomed, esp. to eternal punishment: 
damned souls. 2. (before a noun) detestable; awful: Get 
that damned dog out of here! 3. (before a noun] com- 
plete; absolute: a damned mrisance. —adv. 4. extremely; 
very; absolutely: a damned good singer; too damned 
lazy. —n. [plural; used with a plural verb] 5. the 
damned, souls that have been condemned to hell or 
eternal punishment. 

damp (damp) /dæmp/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. —adj. 1. 
Slightly wet; moist: The towels were still damp. —n. 
[noncount] 2. moisture; humidity; moist air: the damp of 
the morning. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to make damp; moisten. 
4. [~ (+ down) + obj] to reduce, check, or slow down 
the energy, action, etc., of: His loss didn't damp (down) 
his enjoyment of living. 5. (~ (+ down) + obj] to extin- 
guish: to damp (down) a firrnace. —damp/ly, adv. 
—damp/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

damp-en (dam/pən) /'dæmpən/ v. 1. to (cause to) be- 
come damp or moistened: (no obj): The clothes damp- 
ened in the humidity. (~ + obj]: He dampened the cloth. 
2. to (cause to) become dull or depressed: (no obj): His 
spirits dampened at the thought. [~ + obj]: to dampen 
one’s spirits. —damp/en-er, n. [count] 

damp-er (dam/per) /'dæmpər/ n. [count] 1. a movable 
plate for controlling the amount of air in a stove, furnace, 
etc. 2. a device in a musical instrument to reduce the 
volume of sound. 

dam<:sel (dam/zal) /‘'damzal/ n. [count] a maiden, origi- 
nally one of noble birth: rescuing a damsel in distress. 

dam-son (dam/zən, -san) /'dæmzən, -sən/ n. [cont] 1. 
a small, dark blue or purple plum. 2. the tree on which it 
grows. 

dance (dans) /dæns/ v., danced, dancing, n. —v. 1. to 
move following a rhythm and in a pattern of steps, esp. 
to the accompaniment of music: [no obj]: She danced in 
the best Broadway shows. [~ + obj]: She danced every 
dance with him. 2. [no obj) to leap, skip, etc., as from 
excitement or emotion; move nimbly or quickly: We 
danced for joy. 3. [no obj} to bob up and down; move 
lightly and quickly: The toy sailboats danced on the 
pond. —n. 4. [count] a series of steps or bodily motions 
following a rhythm and usually done to music. 5. (comnt] 
a round of dancing; set: May I have this dance? 6. (non- 
count] the art of dancing: to study dance. 7. [count] a 
social gathering or party for dancing; ball: / met her at a 
high-school dance. — Idiom. 8. dance attendance on, 
[~ + obj} to pay a great deal of attention to (someone) 
with a great show of doing so: dancing attendance on her 
boss. —danc/er, n. [count] 

dan-deslivon (dan/dl i’an) /‘dendl,ayon/ n. (count) a 
weedy plant having edible, toothed leaves, golden-yellow 
flowers, and clusters of white, hairy seeds. 

dan-der (dan/dar) /'dændər/ n. [noncount) Informal. an- 
ger; temper: Don't get your dander up. 

dan-dle (dan/dl) /'dændļ/ v. [~ + obj), -dled, -dling. to 
move (a child) lightly up and down, on one’s knee or in 
one’s arms. 

dan-druff (dan/draf) /'dændrəf/ n. (noncount] small 
scales that form on and are shed from the scalp. 

dan-dy (dan/dé) /'dændiy/ n., pl. -dies, adj., -diver, -di- 
est. —n. [count] 1. a man overly concerned about his 
appearance; fop. 2. something or someone of excep- 
tional or excellent quality: Look at this new car; isn't it a 
dandy? —adj. 3. fine; excellent; first-rate; very good: a 
dandy idea. 

Dane (dan) /deyn/ n. (cont) a person born or living in 
Denmark. 

dan-ger (dan/jar) /‘deynd3ar/ n. 1. [noncount)] exposure 
to the chance of harm or injury; risk; peril: a life full of 
danger. 2. [count] an instance or cause of harm, injury, 
or peril; risk: One of the dangers is risk of lightning. 
dan-ger-ous (dan/jar as) /'deynd3ərəs/ adj. 1. full of 
danger or risk: a dangerous intersection. 2. able or likely 
to cause physical injury: Smoking may be dangerous to 
your health. —dan/ger-ous-ly, adv. 

dan-gle (dang/gal) /'dæņgəl/ v., -gled, -gling. 1. to 
(cause to) hang or swing loosely: [no obj): The rope dan- 
gled out the window. [~ + obj}: She dangled the rope 
out the window. 2. [~ + obj + before + obj] to offer as 
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a means of persuading: //e dangled a salary increase be- 
fore me. —dan/gler, n. [count] 

Dansish (da/nish) /‘deynif/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
Danes, the people living in Denmark. 2. of or relating to 
Denmark. 3. of or relating to the language spoken in 
Denmark. —n. 4. [nonconnt] the language spoken in 
Denmark. 5. (sometimes: danish] a type of flaky, rich 
pastry, often filled with cheese or fruit: [nonconnt]: That 
Store sells great Danish. (count): A cheese danish and a 
coffee to go, please. 

dank (dangk) /dæņk/ adj., -er, -est. unpleasantly moist 
or humid; damp and, often, chilly: a dank cellar. 
—dank/ly, adv. —dank/ness, n. [nonconnt ] 

dap-per (dap/ar) /‘dwpor/ adj. 1. neat, trim, or smart in 
dress or appearance: You look dapper in that new stit. 
2. lively and brisk: to walk with a dapper step. 

dap-pled (dap/ald) /‘dxpald/ adj. marked with spots of a 
different shade or color from the background; having 
patches of shade and light: the dappled sea. 

dare (dar) /deor/ v., dared, dar-ing; pres. sing. 3rd pers. 
dares or dare, n. —v.1.(~ + obj + to + verb] to chal- 
lenge or persuade (a person) into a demonstration of 
courage or to do something: / dare yon to climb that. 2. 
[~ + obj} to face; risk: He will dare any test to prove his 
manhood. —auxiliary or modal v. (not: be + ~ -ing] 3. 
As a verb that is like an Auxitiary verb and like a MODAL 
verb, dare has the meaning “to have the courage or 
boldness to” (do something). It occurs with negative 
words or phrases, and in questions, as in the examples 
below: a. Like a modal verb, it is followed by the root 
form of the next verb: He dared not speak to me like 
that. How dare you speak to me like that? b. Like an 
auxiliary verb, it agrees with the subject in the present 
tense in sentences with negative words or phrases: The 
girl dares not take another step. c. Like a modal verb, in 
questions in the present tense, it has only one form, 
dare, even when the subject is he, she, or it, or a singu- 
lar noun: Dare he mention the subject again? d. Like 
both modal and auxiliary verbs, in questions dare goes 
before the subject: Dare I say it? —n. (count) 4. an act of 
daring or defiance; challenge: / took that stupid dare. 
——Idiom. 5. I daresay. Use this phrase to mean “I sup- 
pose (that)”, or “perhaps,” as in: / daresay he's right (= I 
suppose he's right). —dar/er, n. [count] 

dare-dev-il (dar/dev/al) /‘deor,devol/ n. [count] 1. a 
reckless and daring person. —adj. [before a noun] 2. 
recklessly daring: daredevil feats. —dare/dev’ilery, 
dare-deveil-try (dar/dev/al tré) /'deor,devaltriy/ n. (non- 
count) 

dare-say (dar/sa/) /‘dear'scy/ v. oare (def. 5). 

dar-ing (dar/ing) /‘dearin/ n. (nonconunt] 1. adventurous 
courage; boldness; bravery: a pilot of great daring. —adj. 
2. bold or courageous; fearless: a daring new economic 
plan. —dar/ine-ly, adv. 

dark (dark) /dark/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. having very 
little or no light: a dark room. 2. giving off or reflecting 
little light: a dark color. 3. (before a noun or adjective in- 
dicating color] close to black in color: a dark brown. 4. 
not pale or fair: She's dark but her children are blond. 5. 
gloomy; cheerless; dismal: the dark days of the war. 6. 
considered to be or thought of as being without knowl- 
edge or culture, or unenlightened: the Dark Ages. 7. [be- 
fore a noun) hidden; concealed: a deep, dark secret. 
—n. [noncount] 8. the absence of light; darkness: the 
dark and gloom of the forest. 9. night; nightfall: to come 
home before dark. —Idiom. 10. in the dark, in igno- 
rance; uninformed: We were completely in the dark about 
his intentions. —dark/ly, adv. —dark/ness, n. (non- 
count] 

dark-en (dar’kan) /‘darkan/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
dark or darker: (no obj}: The sky darkened and a huge 
storm rolled in. (~ + obj}: We darkened the honse by 
blocking all the windows. 2. to (cause to) become 
gloomy; sadden; dampen: [no obj]: Her mood steadily 
darkened. [~ + obj]: Those setbacks darkened his 
mood. —dark/ener, n. (connt] 

dark’ horse’, n. [count] a racehorse, competitor, etc., 
that is somewhat unknown or that wins unexpectedly. 

dark-room (dark/room/, -rõóm/) /dark,ruwm, -,rum/ n. 
[count] a totally darkened room in which film, photo- 
graphic paper, etc., is handled or developed. 

dar-ling (darling) /‘darlin/ n. [connt] 1. a person who is 
very dear to another; one who is dearly loved: My daigh- 
ter is a little darling. —adj. 2. [before a noun] very dear; 
dearly loved; cherished: my darling child. 3. charming; 
Cute; lovable: What a darling baby! 

darn’ (darn) /darn/ v. (~ + obj} 1. to sew and mend 
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with rows of stitches, sometimes by crossing and weaving 
rows in and out. —n. [count] 2. a place or area that has 
been darned. —darn/er, n. [count] 

darn? (darn) /darn/ adj. 1. Also, darned. damned [before 
a noun): It's a darn shame. —adv. 2. damned: You're 
darn right I'm angry. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to curse; damn: 
Darn that pesky fy! 

dart (dart) /dart/ n. 1. [count] a small, slender object 
pointed at one end and usually feathered at the other: A 
poisoned dart hit him in the neck, 2. darts, [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] a game in which darts are 
thrown at a target having a bull’s-eye in the center: Darts 
is harder than it looks. 3. [count] a sudden swift move- 
ment: The squirret made a quick dart across the street. 
4. [count] a tapered seam of fabric for adjusting the fit of 
clothing: He adjusted the darts on the skirt. —v. 5. [no 
obj] to move swiftly; spring suddenly; dash: The mice 
darted around the room. 6. [~ + obj] to move suddenly 
or rapidly: She darted a quick glance at me. 

dart-er (dar’tar) /‘dartar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that darts. 2. a small, darting, colorful fish, a North 
American perch. 

dash (dash) /dæf/ v. 1. to (cause to) strike or smash vio- 
lently, esp. so as to break to pieces: [~ + obj): The 
waves dashed the boat to pieces. [no obj): The waves 
dashed against the shore. 2. [~ + obj] to throw violently 
or suddenly: dashed a plate against a walt in a fit of rage. 
3. [~ + obj) to apply roughly, as by splashing; splatter: 
to dash paint on a walt. 4. {~ + obj) to ruin, destroy, or 
frustrate: The rain dashed our hopes for a picnic. 5. [no 
obj] to move with great speed; rush: fo dash around the 
corner. 6. dash off, a. [no obj) to hurry away; leave: She 
dashed off before | could talk to her. b. Also, dash 
down. to write, make, accomplish, etc., too quickly or 
hastily: [ ~ + off + obj ]: to dash off a letter. | ~ + obj 
+ off): to dash it off in a hurry. —n. [count] 7. a small 
quantity of anything mixed with something else: a dash 
of salt. 8. a hasty or sudden movement; a rush: fo make 
a mad dash for the door. 9. a short race: the 100-yard 
dash. 10. a mark or sign (—), used variously in printed 
or written matter, esp. to note a break, pause, or hesita- 
tion, and to separate elements of a sentence or series of 
sentences, such as a question from its answer. 
—dash/er, n. [count] 

dash-board (dash’bérd’, -bGrd/) /'dæf,bərd, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] the instrument panel of an automotive vehicle. 

da-shi-ki (də shē/kē, da-) /da'fiykiy, da-/ n. [count], pl. 
-kis. a loose, often colorfully patterned garment of Afri- 
can Origin. 

dash-ing (dash/ing) /‘deJin/ adj. 1. energetic and spir- 
ited; lively: a dashing hero. 2. elegant, handsome, and 
gallant: a dashing young cavalry officer. —dash/ing-ly, 
adv. 

das-tard (das/tard) /‘destord/ n. [count] a sneaking 
coward. —das/tard-ly, adj. 

DAT, an abbreviation of: digital audiotape. 

da-ta (da/ta, dat’a) /'deytə, 'dætə/ n. 1. [phiral; used 
with a plural verb] a pl. of patum. 2. (plural; used with a 
plural verb] individual facts, statistics, or items of infor- 
mation: Do your data support your conclusions? 3. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] a body or collection of 
facts; information: The data is inconchisive. 

da/ta bank’ or da/ta-bank’, n. DATABASE. 
da/ta-base’ or da/ta base’, n. (count) a collection of 
organized, related data, esp. one in electronic form that 
can be gathered, analyzed, or retrieved by a computer: 
He made a database of the students in his Class. 

da/ta proc’essing, n. [noncount] the automated proc- 
essing of information, esp. by computers. —da/ta 
proc/’essor, n. [count]: worked as a dala processor. 
date’ (dat) /dcyt/ n., v., dated, dat-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
time in terms of the month, day, and year at which some 
event happened or will happen: an important date in 
American history. 2. the particular day of the month: /s 
today’s date the 7th or the 8th? 3. the time shown on a 
letter, document, coin, etc.: a4 letter bearing the date Jan- 
uary 16. 4. the time or period to which something be- 
longs: can meet again at a later date. 5. an appointment 
for a particular time, esp. a social meeting: / took her out 
on a date. We made a date for next week. 6. a person 
with whom one has such an appointment: Can I bring a 
date to the party? 7. an engagement (of a band, acting 
group, etc.) to perform; booking: the group's next date in 
Terinessee. —v. 8. to belong to a particular period; start 
or exist from: [no obj): The architecture dates as far back 
as 1830. [~ + from + obj): The letter dates from 1873. 
[~ + back + to + obj): The custom dates back to the 
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Victorian era. 9. to go Out socially on dates (with): [no 
obj): She's not old enough to be dating. (~ + obj): He's 
dating his best friend's sister. 10. [~ + obj] to mark or 
furnish with a date: The word processor dates your docu- 
ment automatically. 11. [~ + obj) to estimate the period 
or time of: a new method to date archaeological ruins. 
12. [~ + obj] to show the age of: Singing those tunes 
from the 1950's really dates me. —Idiom. 13. to date, 
up to the present time; until now: We've seen nothing to 
date that would change our minds. 14. up to date, in 
accord with the latest styles, information, or technology: 
fashion that is always up to date; Our new computers are 
up to date; the up-to-date office communication systems. 
—dat/a-ble, date’a-ble, adj. —dat/er, n. [count] 

date? (dat) /deyt/ n. [count] the oblong, brown, sweet, 
fleshy fruit of a palm tree growing in hot climates. 

dat-ed (da/tid) /‘deytid/ adj. 1. having or showing a 
date: a dated engraving by Rembrandt. 2. out-of-date; 
old-fashioned; no longer up to date: Some slang terms 
become dated quickly. —dat/ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

date’ rape’, n. [noncount] sexual intercourse forced 
upon the person with whom one has a date. 

da-tive (da/tiv) /‘deytiv/ adj. 1. of or referring to a 
grammatical case that indicates the indirect object ofa 
verb or the object of certain prepositions: fn the Latin 
sentence pecuniam mihi dedit which means “He or she 
gave me money," the word mihi which means “to me,” is 
in the dative case. —n. [count] 2. the dative case. 3. a 
word or other form in the dative case. 

da-tum (da’/tam, datam) /‘deytam, 'detom/ n. [count], 
pi. da-ta (da/ta, data) /'deytə, 'dætə/. a single piece of 
information, as a fact, statistic, or code; an item of data. 

daub (dôb) /dob/ v. 1. to cover or coat with soft, sticky 
matter: [~ + obj + with + obj): Daub the surface with 
plaster. [~ + obj + on + obj): Daub plaster on the sur- 
face. 2. [~ + obj] to smear, smudge, make dirty: walls 
daubed with fingerprints. 3. to apply unskillfully, as paint 
or colors: [~ + obj + with + obj): He daubed his canvas 
with paint. [~ + obj + on + obj): He daubed paint on 
his canvas. —daub/er, n. [count] 

daugh-ter (d0/tar) /‘dotor/ n. (count) 1. the female child 
of a parent. 2. a person related as if by the ties of 
daughter to parent: a true daughter of the revotution. 3. 
anything personified as female and considered with re- 
spect to its origin: Latin and its daughter languages, 
Spanish, French, and Italian. 

daugh/ter-in-law’, n. (count), pl. daugh-ters-in-law. 
the wife of one’s son: Do alt their daughters-in-law live 
nearby? 

daunt (dônt, dant) /dont, dant/ v. [~ + obj] to lessen 
the courage of; dismay; dishearten: Don't be daunted by 
the remaining work. —daunt/ingsly, adv. 

daunt-less (d6ént/lis, dant/-) /‘dontlis, 'dant-/ adj. not 
intimidated; fearless; brave; bold: a dauntless hero. 
—daunt/less-ly, adv. —daunt/less-ness, n. [(noncount) 

dav-en-port (dav’on port’, -pdrt’) /'davan,port, -,powrt/ 
n. [count] 1. a large sofa, often one that can be con- 
verted into a bed. 2. a small writing desk. 

daw-dle (déd/!) /‘dodl/ v., -dled, -dling. to move or act 
too slowly; idle; loiter: [no obj]: Quit dawdling and get to 
work. [~ + away + obj]: dawdled away the morning. (~ 
+ obj + away]: to dawdle the time away. —daw/dler, n. 
[count] 

dawn (dôn) /don/ n. 1. the first appearance of daylight in 
the morning; daybreak; sunrise: [noncount]: We got up at 
dawn. (count): What a beautiful dawn! 2. (count; usually 
singular] the beginning or rise of anything; advent: the 
dawn of civilization. —v. [no obj) 3. to begin to grow 
light in the morning: The day dawned without a cloud. 4. 
to begin to open or develop: A new era of peace is dawn- 
ing. 5. to begin to be known, realized, seen, or under- 
stood: [~ + on/upon + obj]: The idea suddenly dawned 
upon her. (It + ~ + onfipon + obj): It suddenly 
dawned on me that | was late. 

day (da) /dcy/ n. [count] 1. the time between sunrise 
and sunset: / work most of the day at the office and rnost 
of the night at home. 2. the light of day; daylight: In Tan- 
zania the days are as long as the nights. 3. a division of 
time equal to 24 hours, from one midnight to the next: 
seven days in one week, 4. a similar division of time for 
another planet: the Martian day. 5. the portion of a day 
in which one works: put in an eight-hour day. 6. a partic- 
ular date, period, or time: in olden days; What day is her 
birthday? 7. a time thought to provide benefit or oppor- 
tunity: [lis day will come. 8. Usually, days. period of life: 
His days are numbered. 9. a particular period of time: In 
my day we called them motorcars. 10. (often: the + ~] 
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the contest or battle going on at the moment: to win the 
day. ——Idiom. 11. call it a day, to stop working for the 
rest of the day: Let's call it a day; we've worked eighteen 
hours. 12. day in, day out, every day without fail; requ- 
larly. Also, day in and day out: Her constant nagging, 
day in and day out, is driving me crazy. 13. make some- 
one’s day, to make someone very happy or pleased: 
Seeing my kids smile just makes my day. 

day-bed (da/bed’) /‘dey,bed/ n. [count] a couch that can 
be used as a sofa by day and a bed by night. 

day-break (da/brak’) /‘dey,breyk/ n. [nonconnt) the first 
appearance of daylight in the morning; dawn. 

day’ care’, n. [noncount) daytime care for children 
who are too young to go to school, for the elderly, or for 
those with health problems. —day/-care/’, adj. (before a 
noun): a day-care center. 

day-dream (da/drém/) /‘dey,driym/ n. (coun) 1. a 
pleasant series of thoughts imagined while awake; rev- 
erie: in a daydream about life in the country. 2. a plan or 
dream unlikely to happen: His daydrearn is to retire to a 
tropical island. —v. 3. to have daydreams: [no obj): day- 
dreaming about the future. [~ + (that) clause): day- 
dreamed that she had won the lottery. —day/dream/er, 
n. (count) 

day-light (da/lit”) /‘dey,layt/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the period 
of light during a day: /n December in Sweden there is 
hardly any daylight. 2. daybreak; dawn: Attack at day- 
light. 3. public knowledge or awareness; openness: When 
this information is brought to daylight, the mayor will 
have a lot of explaining to do. 4. daylights, wits: You 
scared the daylights out of me. —adj. (before a noun) 5. 
done, used, or taking place in daylight: a daring, daylight 
robbery at the bark. 

day’light-sav/ing (or day/light sav/ing) time’, n. 
[noncount) time in which clocks are set one hour ahead 
of standard time. 

day-time (da/tim’) /'‘dey,taym/ n. [noncount}) 1. the 
time between sunrise and sunset: The sky grew dark 
even in the daytime. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of, occur- 
ring, or done during the day: daytime classes. 

day’-to-day’, adj. (before a noun) 1. occurring each 
day; daily: day-to-day troubles. 2. concerned only with 
immediate needs without regard for the future: a day-to- 
day existence, froni paycheck to paycheck. 

daze (daz) /deyz/ v., dazed, daz-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to cause (someone) to be unable to think clearly be- 
cause of a blow; stun: The fall on his head dazed him. 2. 
to overwhelm; dazzle: The beauty of the Grand Canyon 
dazed us. —n. (count; singular] 3. a dazed condition: still 
in a daze after the accident. 

daz-zle (daz/al) /'dæzəl/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [~ + 
obj} 1. to blind temporarily with bright light: The head- 
lights dazzled the deer. 2. to impress deeply; astonish 
with delight: The star dazzled his audience. —n. (non- 
count) 3. brightness of light that interferes with seeing 
properly: the dazzle of the bhie sea on a sunny day at the 
beach. 4. impressive, exciting, or delightful quality: /ured 
to the city by the dazzle of an acting career. —daz/zler, 
n. (count) —daz/zling, adj.: a dazzling smile. 

dB or db, an abbreviation of: decibel. 

DC or D.C., an abbreviation of: District of Columbia. 

D-day or D-Day (dé/da’) /‘diy,dey/ n. [noncount) a day 
set for beginning something, esp. June 6, 1944, the day 
of the invasion of W Europe by Allied forces in World 
War ll. 

DDT, n. (noncount) a poisonous chemical that was for- 
merly widely used as an insecticide. 

de-, prefix. de- comes from Latin, and is used to form 
verbs and some adjectives with the following meanings: 
1. motion or being carried down from, away, or off: de- 
plane (= move down or off a plane); descend (= move 
or go down), 2. reversing or undoing the effects of an 
action: deflate (= reverse the flow of air out of some- 
thing); delnumanize (= reverse the positive, humanizing 
effects of something); 3. taking out or removal of a 
thing: decaffeinate (= take out the caffeine from some- 
thing); declaw (= remove the claws of an animal); 4. fin- 
ishing or completeness of an action: defunct (= com- 
pletely non-functioning); despoil (= completely spoil). 

DE, an abbreviation of: Delaware. 

dea-con (dé/kan) /‘diykan/ n. [count] a member of the 
Christian clergy below the rank of a priest, or a non- 
clerical officer having various duties. 

de-ac-ti-vate (dé akta vat’) /diy'wkta,veyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -vat-ed, -vat-ing. 1. to make inactive: fo deactivate 
a chemical. 2. to disband or break up (a military unit). 
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—de-ac-ti-va-tion (dë ak/ta va/shan) /diy,æktə'veyfən/ 
n. (nonconunt] 

dead (ded) /ded/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv. —adj. 1. no 
longer living: The victim was dead on arrival at the hospi- 
tal. 2. not endowed with life; inanimate: a dead planet, 
like Mercury. 3. [before a noun) resembling death; 
deathlike: a dead faint. 4. having no sensation or feeling; 
numb: My arm felt dead after | fell asleep on it. 5. (of an 
emotion) no longer felt; extinguished: a dead passion. 6. 
not working; inoperative: a dead battery. 7. stagnant or 
Stale: dead air. 8. utterly tired; exhausted: / was dead af- 
ter that twenty-hour day. 9. (of a language) no longer in 
use aS a means of oral Communication among a people. 
10. dull or inactive: a dead business day. 11. [before a 
noun] total; complete; absolute: The car squealed to a 
dead stop. 12. [before a noun) exact; precise: the dead 
center of a target. 13. Sports. out of play: a dead ball. 
—n. 14, [noncount; often: the + ~ + of] the period of 
greatest darkness, coldness, etc.: the dead of night. 15. 
the dead, [pl/ural; used with a phiral verb] dead people; 
those who have died: the souls of the dead. —adv. 16. 
absolutely; completely; very much: dead tired. 17. di- 
rectly; straight: The target is dead ahead. —Idiom. 18. 
dead to rights, in the very act of committing a crime or 
doing wrong: / had them dead to rights when they sub- 
mitted identical term papers. —Related Words. pean is 
an adjective and a noun, peaoty is an adjective, DEATH is 
a noun, DIE is a verb, DEATHLY is an adjective: The police 
found the dead body. The dead cannot rise from their 
graves. It was a deadly mistake. He is afraid of death. He 
is afraid to die. He is deathly pale. 

dead-beat (ded/bét’) /‘ded,biyt/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who avoids paying debts. 2. a person who lives off 
money from others. 

dead-bolt (ded/balt’) /‘ded,bowlt/ n. (count) a lock bolt 
that is moved into position by the turning of a knob or 
key rather than by spring action. 

dead-en (ded/n) /'dedn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make less 
sensitive, intense, strong, or effective: pills to deaden 
pain. 2. to make dull or lifeless: The criticism deadened 
my entiiusiasm, —dead/en-ing, adj. 

dead’ end’, n. [count] 1. an end of a street, corridor, 
etc., that has no exit: Our apartment building stands on a 
dead end. 2. a position with no hope of progress; blind 
alley: That job was a dead end. —dead/-end/, adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 

dead’ heat’, n. [count] a race in which two or more 
competitors finish in a tie. 

dead-line (ded/lin’) /'ded,layn/ n. [count] the time by 
which something must be finished: Our deadline was 
only two hours away. 

dead-lock (ded/lok’) /'ded,lpk/ n. [count] 1. a state, as 
in negotiations, in which no agreement can be reached, 
due esp. to unwillingness to compromise; stalemate: Ne- 
gotiations soon reached a deadlock. 2. (in sports) a tied 
score: a 5-5 deadlock after six innings. —v. 3. to (cause 
to) come to a deadlock: [no obj]: Negotiations dead- 
locked after two hours. [~ + obj]: A few stubborn people 
deadlocked the negotiations. 

dead-ly (ded/lé) /‘dedliy/ adj., -li-er, -lieest, adv. —adj. 
1. causing or tending to cause death; lethal: a deadly 
disease. 2. aiming to kill or destroy: convicted of using a 
deadly weapon. 3. like death; deathly: a deadly appear- 
ance, 4. extremely boring: another deadly lecture. 5. ex- 
cessive; extreme; very great: a deadly silence. 6. ex- 
tremely accurate: a deadly shot. —adv. 7. in a manner 
suggesting death: deadly pale. 8. excessively; com- 
pletely: deadly dull. —dead/li-ness, n. [ noncount) 

dead-pan (ded/pan’) /'ded,pæn/ adj., adv., v., -panned, 
-pan-ning. —adj. 1. marked by a careful pretense of se- 
riousness; straight-faced: deadpan Inimor. —adv. 2. in a 
deadpan manner: told the joke utterly deadpan. —v. 3. 
to perform in a deadpan manner: [no obj}: an actor 
deadpanning. [~ + obj}: deadpanned her lines perfectly. 

dead’ weight’ or dead/weight/, n. [count; usually 
singular] the heavy weight of anything not moving. 

dead-wood (ded/wodd’) /'ded,wod/ n. [moncount) 1. 
dead branches or trees. 2. useless or unprofitable per- 
sons or things: The company wanted to get rid of its 
deadwood. 

deaf (def) /def/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. partly or 
completely without the sense of hearing: deaf from birth. 
2. [be + ~ + to] refusing to listen to advice, to be per- 
suaded, or to pay attention to: was deaf to all the advice | 
gave him. —n. 3. the deaf, [phiral; used with a plural 
verb] deaf people as a group: The TV show is broadcast 
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with special captions for the deaf. —deaf/ness, n. [nou- 
count) 

deaf-en (def’an) /‘defan/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make deaf. 
2. to overwhelm or stun with noise: The sirens deafened 
me, —deaf/en-ing, adj. 

deaf’-mute/’, Often Offensive. —adj. 1. unable to hear 
and speak. —n. [count] 2. a person who is unable to 
hear and speak. 

deal (dēl) /diyl/ v., dealt (delt) /delt/ dealing, n. —v. 1. 
[not: be + ~-ing; ~ + witli + obj) to be about; to be 
concerned with; to have to do with: Botany deals with the 
study of plants. 2. [~ + with + obj] to take necessary 
action with respect to a thing or person; to handle or see 
to: Law courts deal with criminals. 3. [~ + with + obj] 
to act, behave, or conduct oneself toward persons: You 
have to learn how to deal with all sorts of people. 4. [~ 
+ in/with + obj] to trade or do business: to deal in used 
cars. 5. to deliver; administer: [~ + obj + to + obj): to 
deal a heavy blow to his opponent. [~ + obj + obj): He 
dealt his opponent a heavy blow. 6. to give out or dis- 
tribute something, such as playing cards, among a num- 
ber of people: [no obj): Whose turn is it to deal? [~ + 
obj): The person on the left deals the cards. [~ + obj + 
to + obj): | dealt two cards to each player. [~ + obj + 
obj): | dealt each player two cards. [~ + out + obj): t 
dealt out the children’s allowances one by one. 7. Slang. 
to buy and sell (drugs) illegally: [70 obj]: He was dealing 
when we arrested him. [~ + obj): dealing all sorts of 
drugs. —n. [count] 8. a business transaction or arrange- 
ment: The company will make a deal with a Japanese 
firm. 9. an arrangement in which both sides benefit: the 
best deal in town. 10. a secret or underhand agreement 
or bargain: made some deals to get the bill passed. 11. 
informal. treatment received in dealing with another: He 
got a raw deal when he was fired. 12. the set of playing 
cards in one’s hand. —IJdiom. 13. a great or good 
deal (of), an unknown but large quantity or amount (of); 
a lot (of): has a great deal of money to spend, feels a 
good deal better. 14. deal someone in, [~ + obj + in] 
Slang. to include someone: /f this is a plot to get revenge 
on him, then deal me in. —deal/er, n. [count] 

deal-er-ship (dē/lər ship’) /‘diylar,fip/ n. [count] a sales 
agency having permission to sell a product. 

dealing (dé/ling) /‘diylin/ n. 1. Usually, dealings. (p/u- 
ral interaction; business activity: commercial dealings. 2. 
[noncount] method or manner of conduct in relation to 
others: a reputation for honest dealing. 

dean (dén) /diyn/ n. [count] 1. an official in a college, 
esp. the head of faculty, or one in charge of students, 
etc. 2. an official in charge of a church or a diocese. 3. 
the senior member, in length of service, of a profession, 
etc.: the dean of American composers. 

dear (dér) /diar/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv., interj. —adj. 1. 
(used as a conventional greeting or in the salutation of a 
letter as an expression of respect, friendship, etc.): Dear 
Sir or Madam. My dear friends. 2. beloved; much loved; 
precious: The burglars had taken our dearest 
possessions. 3. heartfelt; earnest: He had no dearer 
wish. 4. expensive: Tomatoes were dear in the winter. 
—n. [count] 5. a kind or generous person: You're a dear 
to look after the children. 6. a beloved one: Come here, 
my dears, and give your granddaddy a big hug. 7. an af- 
fectionate or familiar term of address (sometimes consid- 
ered offensive when used to a stranger, subordinate, etc.) 
—interj. 8. (used as an exclamation of surprise, distress, 
etc.): Oh dear, I've lost the phone nurnber. —dear/ness, 
n. [noucount] 

Dear’ John’, n. [count] a letter, esp. to a soldier, from 
a woman informing him that she is ending their relation- 
ship or wants a divorce: a Dear Jolin from home. 

dear-ly (dér/lé) /‘diarliy/ adv. 1. greatly; deeply; with 
much feeling or emotion: He loves his daughter dearly. 
2. at a high or terrible cost; with much suffering: paid 
dearly for that victory. 

dearth (durth) /d3r0/ n. (count; usually singular] a scar- 
city or lack: a dearth of good writers of computer imanu- 
als. 

death (deth) /de0/ n. 1. the act of dying; the end of life. 
[noncount): jogging right up to the day of his death. 
[count): all those deaths due to drunk driving. 2. [rion- 
count] the state of being dead: Hands as cold as death. 
3. [count; usually singular] end; destruction; extinction: 
Democracy for that country meant the death of civiliza- 
tion as they kuew it. 4. [usually: Death; proper noun) the 
agent of death represented as a person, usually pictured 
as a robed figure or skeleton carrylng a scythe. 5. 
[count; usually singular, the + ~) a cause of death: You'll 


202 


be the death of me yet! —Idiom. 6. at death's door, 
in serious danger of dying; gravely ill: at deaths door 
several times from heart attacks. 7. do to death, [do + 
obj + to + ~] to do so often that boredom sets in: a 
comic plot that’s been done to death. 8. put to death, 
to kill; execute: [put + obj + to + J: They put him to 
death immediately. [put + to + ~ + obj): That govern- 
ment put to death over 1,000 dissidents. 9. to death, to 
a degree that cannot be endured any longer: sick to 
death of your bickering. —death/like’, adj. 

death-bed (deth’bed”) /‘de6,bed/ n. [count] 1. the bed 
on which a person dies; the last hours before death: con- 
fessed the crime on his deathbed. —adj. [before a noun] 
2. of, relating to, or occurring at such a time: a deathbed 
confession. 

death-blow (deth/bld’) /‘de8,blow/ n. [count] anything 
that ends or destroys hope or expectation: Those losses 
were the deathblow to his attempts to modernize the 
plant. 

death-less (deth/lis) /‘deOlis/ adj. not subject to death; 
immortal: deathless glory. —death/lessely, adv. 

death-ly (deth’lé) /‘deOliy/ adj. [before a noun] 1. ex- 
treme; intense: He had a deathly fear of snakes. 2. re- 
sembling death: a deathly paleness. —adv. 3. in the 
manner of death: deathly pale. 4. completely; utterly: 
She's deathly afraid of me. 

death’ row’, n. [noncount] prison cells for prisoners 
awaiting execution. 

death-trap (deth’trap’) /‘deO,trap/ n. [count] a struc- 
ture, place, or situation where there is risk of death. 

deb (deb) /deb/ n. DEBUTANTE. 

de-ba-cle (da bä/kəl, -bak/al) /da'bakal, -'bekal/ n. 
[count] a complete and total disaster, failure, or fiasco: 
The last meeting was a debacle and nothing was accom- 
plished. 

de-bar (di bar’) /di'bar/ v. [~ + obj (+ from), -barred, 
-bar-ring. to shut out or exclude; prohibit: He will be de- 
barred from the college if he fails again. —de-bar/ment, 
n. [(noncount] 

de-bark (di bark’) /di'bark/ v. DISEMBARK. —de-bareka- 
tion (dē/bär kā/shən) /,diybar'keyfan/ n. [noncount] 

de-base (di bas’) /di'beys/ v. [~ + obj], -based, -bas- 
ing. 1. to lower in quality or value: Inflation has debased 
the country’s currency. 2. [~ + oneself} to disgrace 
(oneself): You will debase yourself by accepting a bribe. 
—de-base/ment, n. [Noncount] 

de-bat-a-ble (di ba/’ta bl) /di'beytabl/ adj. 1. that may 
be debated: } haven't made up my mind yet; the issue is 
still debatable. 2. doubtful; questionable; uncertain: 
Many of his arguments are highly debatable; | wouldn't 
believe them if | were you. 

de-bate (di bat’) /di'beyt/ n., v., -bat-ed, -bat-ing. —n. 
1. [count] a discussion involving opposing viewpoints: a 
lively debate over the issue of raising taxes. 2. [count] a 
formal contest in which the affirmative and negative sides 
of an issue are argued for by opposing speakers. 3. 
[roncount] deliberation; consideration: After some de- 
bate they made their decision. —v. 4. [~ (+ about) + 
clause] to deliberate; consider: We debated (about) 
whether we should go or stay here. 5. [~ (+ about) + 
obj] to argue or discuss (a question), as in a group: We 
debated (about) the issue most of the night. 6. to have a 
formal debate (with): [no obj]: When we left, the teams 
were still debating. [~ + obj]: | had to debate the best 
speaker in the district. —de-bat/er, n. [count] —de- 
bat/ing, n. [Noucount) 

de-bauch (di béch’) /di'botf/ v. [~ + obj] to cause 
(someone) to become corrupt in virtue, esp. with regard 
to drinking or sexual behavior. —de-bauched/’, adj. 
—de-bauch/er-y, n. [noncount; count], pl. er-ies. 

de-bil-i-tate (di bili tat’) /di'biliteyt/ v. [~ + obj). 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to make (someone) weak; deprive 
(someone) of strength: The hepatitis he suffered over- 
seas debilitated him. —de-bil/i-ta-ting, adj. —de-bil/i- 
ta/tion, n. (noncount) 


de-bileiety (di bii tē) /di'bilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 


count] a weakened state; weakness. 2. [count] a handi- 
cap or disability: a painful debility. 

deb-it (deb/it) /'debit/ n. [count] 1. the record kept of 
money owed or spent. 2. a. a recorded item of debt. b. 
any entry or the total shown on the debit side of an ac- 
count. c. the left-hand, or debit, side of an account. 3. a 
failing or shortcoming: one of the debits in that plan. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to charge with or as a debt: They deb- 
ited my account for the amount | owed. 


deb/it card’, r. [count] a card through which payments 
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are made electronically from the bank account of the 
card holder. 

deb-o-nair (deb/a nar’) /,debs'neor/ adj. 1. suave; 
worldly; sophisticated: looked very debonair in a tuxedo. 
2. carefree; jaunty: a debonair manner. —deb/o-nair/ly, 
adv. 

de-brief (dé bref’) /diy'briyf/ v. [~ + obj] to ask 
(someone) questions in order to obtain useful informa- 
tion or intelligence: The pilots were debriefed after the 
last bombing run. 

de-bris or dé-bris (da bré’, dā/brē) /da'briy, 'deybriy/ 
n. [noncount] the remains of something destroyed; 
ruins: searched in the debris of the bombed building for 
SUIVIVOIS. 

debt (det) /det/ n. 1. [count] something that is owed or 
that one should pay to another: We owe him a great debt 
of gratitude for his help. 2. (noncount] an obligation to 
pay or perform something: He was in debt to the amount 
of $200,000. —deb/tor, n. [count] 

de-bug (dé bug’) /diy'bag/ v. [~ + obj], -bugged, -bug: 
ging. 1. to find and remove defects or errors from: to 
debug a computer program. 2. to remove electronic 
bugs from (a room or building): The CIA finally managed 
to debug the building. 3. to rid of insect pests. —de- 
bug’ger, n. [count] 

de-bunk (di bungk’) /di'bank/ v. [~ + obj] to show 
(something) to be false or exaggerated; expose: to de- 
bunk a theory. 

de-but or dé-but (dā byoo’, da’byao) /dey'byuw, 'dey- 
byuw/ n. [count] 1. a first public appearance or presen- 
tation, as of a performer: The hit TV show made its debut 
back in 1990. —v. [no obj) 2. to perform for the first 
time before an audience: He debuted in a nightclub in 
1989, —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or being a first ap- 
pearance: a debut recital. 

deb-u-tante or déb-u-tante (deb/yoo tant’) /'de- 
byu,tant/ n. [count] a young woman receiving her first 
formal introduction into society. 

-dec-, root. -dec- comes from Latin and Greek, where it 
has the meaning “ten.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DECADE, DECALOGUE, DECATHLON, DECENNIAL, DECI- 
MAL, DECIMATE. 

Dec or Dec., an abbreviation of: December. 

dec-ade (dek/ad) /‘dekeyd/ n. [count] 1. a period of ten 
years: Hes been on the movie scene for decades. 2. a 
period of ten years beginning with a year whose last digit 
is zero: the decade of the 1990's. See -pEc-. 

dec-a-dence (dek/a dans) /‘dekadans/ also dec’a-den- 
cy, n. [noncount] the act or process of falling into de- 
cay; deterioration or decline: A long period of decadence 
came at the end of the empire. See -cab-. 

dec-a-dent (dek’a dant) /‘dekadant/ adj. relating to or 
marked by decadence. See -cao-. 

de-caf-fein-ate (dé kaf’a nat’) /diy'kxfa,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to remove caffeine from: They use 
plain water to decaffeinate the coffee beans. —de-caf/- 
fein-at/ed, adj.: a cup of decaffeinated coffee. 

de-cal (dé/kal) /'diykæl/ n. [count] a design on specially 
prepared paper for transfer to wood, metal, or glass. 

de-camp (di kamp/) /di'kwmp/ v. [no obj) 1. to pack up 
equipment and leave a camping ground: The army de- 
camped and moved south. 2. to depart hastily and often 
secretly: The treasurer decamped with all the money. 
—de-camp/ment, n. [noncount] 

de-cant (di kant’) /di'kænt/ v. [~ + obj] to pour (a liq- 
uid) from one container to another, often slowly and 
carefully. 

de-cant-er (di kan’tər) /di'kantor/ n. [count] a decora- 
tive vessel for holding and serving wine or the like. 

de-cap-i-tate (di kap/i tat’) /di'kewpi,teyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to cut off the head of. —de-cap-i-ta- 
tion (di kap/i ta’shan) /di,kwpi'teyfan/ n. [noncount): 
death by decapitation. —de-cap/i-ta’tor, n. [count] 

de-cath-lon (di kath/lon) /di'keOlon/ n. [count] an ath- 
letic contest having ten different track-and-field events. 
See -DEc-. 

de-cay (di ka’) /di'key/ v. 1. to (cause to) become de- 
composed; rot: [no obj): The tree began to decay soon 
after it was cut down. [~ + obj): Candy can decay your 
teeth. 2. [no Obj] to decline in health or prosperity; dete- 
riorate: The transit system is rapidly decaying. —n. [non- 
count] 3. decomposition; rot: The house is in a state of 
decay. 4. a gradual and continuing decline: the decay of 
standards. —de-cayed’, adj.: decayed timber. —de- 
cay/ing, adj.: the smell of decaying vegetation. 

-dece-, root. -dece- comes from Latin, where it has the 
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meaning “correct, proper.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS; DECENT, INDECENT. 

de-cease (di sés’) /di'siys/ n. (count; usually singular) 
the act of dying; death: at his decease. 

de-ceased (di sést’) /di'siyst/ adj. 1. dead: All the 
members of his family were deceased. —n. [noncount; 
the + ~ used with a singular or plural verb] 2. a dead 
person or persons: The deceased was in his forties. All 
the deceased were family members. 

de-ce-dent (di séd/nt) /di'siydnt/ n. (count; often: the + 
~] Law. a deceased person. See -cap-. 

de-ceit (di sét’) /di'siyt/ n. 1. [noncount] the quality of 
being dishonest or deceitful; cheating; duplicity: too 
much deceit practiced against consumers. 2. [count] an 
act or instance of such quality: numerous deceits against 
consumers, S€e -CEIVE-. 

de-ceit-ful (di sét/fal) /di'siytfal/ adj. 1. given to de- 
ceiving: Her saying one thing and doing another shows 
how deceitful she is. 2. intended to deceive; misleading: 
a deceitful action. —de-ceit/ful-ly, adv. —de-ceit’ful- 
ness, n. [noncount]: We found evidence of his deceitful- 
ness. 

de-ceive (di sév’) /di'siyv/ v., -ceived, -ceiv-ing. to 
mislead by a false appearance or statement; delude: [~ 
+ obj): | never thought she would deceive me. [~ + obj 
+ into + verb-ing]: They deceived her into thinking she 
would be promoted. —de-ceiv’er, n. [count] —de- 
ceiv/ing-ly, adv. See -cEIvE-. 

de-cel-er-ate (dé selə rat’) /diy'selo,reyt/ v., -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. to (cause to) slow down or decrease the 
speed of: [no obj): The car decelerated to a stop. [~ + 
obj): He decelerated the truck. 2. to slow the rate of in- 
crease of: [no obj): with inflation finally decelerating. {~ 
+ obj): efforts to decelerate inflation. —de-cel-er-a-tion 
(dé sel’a ra’shan) /diy,sela'reyfan/ n. [noncount]: the 
slow deceleration down to subsonic speed. —de-cel/er- 
a/tor, n. [count]: a decelerator to inflation. See -cELER-. 

De-cem-ber (di sem/bar) /di'sembor/ n. the 12th month 
of the year, containing 31 days. [proper noun]: See you 
in December. [count]: It was two Decembers ago when 
She visited us. Abbr.: Dec. 

de-cen-cy (dé/san sé) /'diysənsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [non- 
count] the state or quality of being decent: At least have 
the decency to apologize. 2. decencies, [plural] 
standards of proper and acceptable behavior; proprieties: 
has the decencies expected in modern society. 

de-censnieal (di sen’é al) /di'seniyol/ adj. 1. of or for 
ten years; occurring every ten years. —n. [count] 2. a de- 
cennial anniversary or its celebration. —de-cen/ni-al-ly, 
adv. See -DEC-. 

de-cent (dé/sant) /‘diysant/ adj. 1. acting or being in 
agreement with recognized and accepted standards of 
proper behavior or speech; not obscene: Please use de- 
cent language in front of the children. 2. morally upright: 
Although they may be hungry, decent people won't steal. 
3. [be + ~] properly dressed: l'm not decent yet; I'll be 
right down when I am. 4. adequate; passable; accepta- 
ble: a decent room and dinner for a low price. 5. [be + 
~ + of] kind; courteous: was very decent of him to de- 
fend me. —de/cently, adv.: He always acted decently 
toward me. See -DECE-. 

de-cen-tral-ize (dé sen/tra liz’) /diy'sentra,layz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to distribute the administrative 
powers of (a central authority) throughout local or re- 
gional divisions: The board decentralized the administra- 
tion of the local schools. 2. to move (things) away from a 
concentrated center: decentralizing their subsidiaries. 
—de-cen/tral-i-za/tion, n. [noncount]: the new plan for 
decentralization. 

de-cep-tion (di sep’shan) /di'sepfon/ n. 1. (noncount] 
the act of deceiving or the state of being deceived: We 
pointed out the deception in the salesperson’s claims. 2. 
[count] something that deceives or is intended to de- 
ceive; a trick; ruse: another obvious deception. 

de-cep-tive (di sep/tiv) /di'septiv/ adj. relating to or 
marked by deceit: deceptive advertising, until you read 
the fine print. —de-cep/tive-ly, adv. 

deci-, prefix. deci- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “ten.” This meaning now appears in the names 
of units of measurement that are one-tenth the size of 
the unit named by the second element of the compound: 
decibel (= one-tenth of a bel); deciliter (= one-tenth of a 
liter). See -peEc-. 

dec-i-bel (des’a bel’, -bal) /‘desa,bel, -bal/ n. [count] a 
unit that is used to express differences in power, esp. in 
measuring the loudness of sound. Abbr.: dB 

de-cide (di sid’) /di'sayd/ v., -cid-ed, -cid-ing. 1. to 
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conclude (a dispute) by awarding victory to one side; set- 
tle: [~ + obj]: to decide an argument. [~ + for/ 
against/jin favor of + obj): decided in favor of the plain- 
tiff 2. [~ + to + verb] to choose; make up one’s mind: 
decided to learn how to type faster. [~ + (that) clause): 
She decided that she would stay. 3. [~ + obj + to + 
verb] to bring (a person) to a decision; persuade or con- 
vince: What decided you to take the job? See -cibe-'. 
—Related Words. DECIDE is a verb, Decisive is an adjec- 
tive, DECISION is a noun: He cant decide what to eat for 
breakfast. He's not very decisive when he needs to take 
action. He made a decision about what to eat for break- 
fast. 

de-cid-ed (di si/did) /di'saydid/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
clear and obvious; not ambiguous: a decided improve- 
ment. 2. free from hesitation; determined: dealing with 
her problems in a decided way. —de-cid/edely, adv.: 
The economy has become decidedly worse. 

de-cid-u-ous (di sij’o0 əs) /di'sid3uwas/ adj. 1. losing 
the leaves every year: deciduous trees. 2. shed at a par- 
ticular season or stage of growth: deciduous teeth. See 
-CIDE-?. 

dec-iemal (des’a mal, des’mal) /‘desamoal, 'desməl/ adj. 
[before a noun] 1. of or relating to tenths or to the num- 
ber 10. 2. proceeding by tens: a decimal system. —n. 
[count] 3. DECIMAL FRACTION. See -DEC-. 

dec/imal frac’tion, n. [count] a fraction whose de- 
nominator is a power of 10, usually indicated by a dot 
(dec’ima! point”) before the numerator: as 0.4 = Yio; 
0.126 = vw. See -DEC-. 

dec-iemate (des’a mat’) /‘desa,meyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-mat-ed, -mat-ing. 1. to destroy a great number or part 
of: Cholera decirnated the population. 2. (esp. in ancient 
Rome) to select by lot and kill every tenth person of. 
—dec-i-ma-tion (des’a mā/shən) /,desa'meyfon/ n. [non- 
count] See -DEc-. 

de-ci-pher (di si/fer) /di'sayfoar/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make 
out the meaning of (something difficult to read): / 
couldnt decipher his handwriting. 2. to decode: to deci- 
pher a secret message. —de-ci/pher-a-ble, adj.: hand- 
writing just barely decipherable. 

de-ci-sion (di sizh’an) /di'sizan/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
or process of deciding: / kept postponing the moment of 
decision. 2. [count] the act of making up one’s mind: a 
difficult decision. 3. [count] something decided; resolu- 
tion: My decision is to go ahead with the plan. 4. [count] 
a judgment, such as pronounced by a court: The jury's 
decision was that he was guilty on all counts. 5. [non- 
count] the quality of being able to make a firm judgment: 
spoke with decision. 6. the awarding of a victory in a 
boxing match when there is no knockout, based on scor- 
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declaration convicted the killer. 2. an official announce- 
ment, notification, or proclamation: a declaration of war. 
3. a signed document that indicates some amount, as of 
taxes or the value of goods imported. 


de-clar-a-tive (di klar/ə tiv) /di'klarativ/ adj. of, relat- 


ing to, or having the form of a sentence used in making 
a statement: A declarative sentence is: John is at home; 
an interrogative sentence is: \s John at home? 


de-clare (di klar’) /di‘klear/ v., -clared, -clar-ing. 1. to 


make known; state clearly: [~ + obj]: He declared his in- 
nocence to everyone who would listen. [~ + (that) 
clause): declared that the city was unsafe. [used with 
quotations}: “I saw the defendant at the scene of the 
crime,” he declared. 2. to announce or State officially; 
proclaim: [~ + obj]: to declare a state of emergency. [> 
+ obj + obj): The officials declared her the winner of 
the high jump. [~ + obj + adj]: My client was declared 
innocent. (used with quotations]: He declared, “I’m inno- 
cent!” 3. [~ + obj] to reveal; indicate: Their appearance 
at the meeting declares their willingness to participate in 
the talks. 4. [~ + obj] to make a statement of (goods 
being brought into a country, income for taxation, etc.): 
You have to declare your earnings for the whole year. 
—de-clar’a-ble, adj. 


de-clasesi-fy (dé klas’a fi’) /diy'klæsə,fay/ v. [~ + obj], 


-fied, -fy-ing. to remove the security classification from 
(information, a document, etc.): Now that the files are de- 
classified you can read for yourself. 


de-clen-sion (di klen’shan) /di'klenfaon/ n. [count] 1. a. 


the changing of the forms of nouns, pronouns, and ad- 
jectives depending on their use in a sentence or their 
number. b. the whole set of inflected forms of such a 
word. c. a class of such words having similar sets of in- 
flected forms: the Latin second declension. 2. a bending, 
sloping, or moving downward. 


de-cline (di klin’) /di'klayn/ v., -clined, -clin-ing, n. —v. 


1. to deny consent (to do); refuse: [no obj): | asked her 
over, but she declined. [~ + obj]: He declined our invita- 
tion. [~ + to + verb]: He declined to say how he would 
vote. 2. [no obj] to slope or incline downward: The hill 
declines sharply at this point. 3. [no obj] to fail in 
strength or health; deteriorate: His health is declining. 4. 
[no obj] to become less; diminish: to decline in popular- 
ity. —n. 5. [count] a downward slope; drop; downgrade: 
There's a sharp decline in the road up ahead. 6. [count] 
a downward movement, such as of prices or population: 
a decline in the stock market. 7. [count] a deterioration, 
such as in strength: a sudden decline in his health. 8. 
[noncount] progress downward or toward the close or 
end of something: Prices are in decline. —de-clin/er, n. 
[count] —deeclin’ing, adj. [before a noun): declining 


stock inarket prices. 
de-code (dé kōd/⁄) /diy'kowd/ v. [~ + obj], -cod-ed, 
-cod-ing. to translate (data or a message) from a code 
or cipher into the original language or form. 
dé-col-le-tage or de-col-le-tage (da’kol ə tdzh’, 
dek/ə lə-) /,deykolo'ta3, ,dekalo-/ n. (count; usually sin- 
gular] the neckline of a dress cut low in the front. 
dé-col-le-té or de-col-le-te (da’kol ə ta’, dek/a lə-) 
/deykolo'tey, ,dekalo-/ adj. 1. (of a garment) low- 
necked. 2. wearing a low-necked garment. 
de-col-o-nize (dé kol%a niz’) /diy'kola,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -nized, -niz-ing. to allow to become self-governing 
or independent: The governinent decolonized its former 
possessions. —de-col/o-ni-za/tion, n. [noncount] 
de-com-mis:-sion (dé/ka mish’an) /,diyka'mifan/ v. [~ 
+ obj] to retire (a ship or airplane) from active service. 
de-com-pose (dé/kam pōz⁄) /,diykam'powz/ v. [no obj], 
-posed, -pos-ing. 1. to separate into the essential parts: 
Salt decomposes into sodiuin and chlorine. 2. to rot; be- 
come decayed: the smell of decomposing vegetation. 
—de-com-porsi-tion (dé’/kom pa _ zish’an) /,diyko- 
mpa'zifan/ n. [noncount): decoinposition of leaves. 
de-con-ges-tant (dé/kan jes/tənt) /,diykon'd3estont/ 
adj. (before a noun) 1. relieving or clearing congestion of 
the nose and throat: a decongestant cough syrup. —n. 
[count] 2. decongestant medicine. 
de-con-tameienate (dé’/ken tam/’s nat’) /,diyk- 
an'temo,neyt/ v. [~ + obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to make 
(something) safe by removing dangerous substances: to 
decontannnate the nuclear power plant where the leak 
took place. —de-con-tam-i-na-tion (de/ken tam/s nā- 
shon) /,diykon,taema'neyfan/ n. [noncount] 
dé-cor or de-cor (da kôr/, dā/kôr) /dey'kor, 'deykor/ n. 
[count usually singular] style or manner of decoration, 
such as of a room: a rnodern décor in the living room. 
dec-o-rate (dek’a rat’) /‘deko,reyt/ v. [~ + obj). 


ing by the referee and judges: [noncount]: He won by de- 
cision. [count]: won in a split decision. 

de-ci-sive (di si’siv) /di'saysiv/ adj. 1. having the power 
to decide: The decisive argument was the savings his 
plan would bring. 2. displaying firmness; resolute: a de- 
cisive manner. 3. unquestionable; definite: a decisive 
lead of 30-0 by halftime. —de-ci/sive-ly, adv. —de-ci/- 
sive-ness, n. [noncount] See -CISE-. 

deck (dek) /dek/ n. [count] 1. a floorlike surface taking 
up one level of a hull of a vessel: Our cabin was on the 
fiftlı deck down. 2. a surface suggesting the deck of a 
ship: the upper deck of the sightseeing bus. 3. an open, 
unroofed porch extending from a house: We relaxed out- 
side on the wooden deck. 4. a pack of playing cards: He 
shuffled the deck and cut it. 5. a cassette deck or tape 
deck. —v. 6. [~ + obj + ont] to dress in something 
fancy: decked herself out in her jewels. 7. [~ + ont + 
Obj] to decorate so as to look fancy or festive: We decked 
out the roorn with streamers, 8. [~ + obj) Inforrnal. to 
knock (someone) down; to floor: His Opponent decked 
hiin. —Idiom. 9. clear the decks, to prepare for work 
by removing all previous work: Let's clear the decks and 
get started on this new project. 10. hit the deck, to fall 
or drop to the floor or ground. 11. on deck, a. present 
and ready to act or work. b. Baseball. next at bat. 

de-claim (di klam/) /di'kleym/ v. to speak aloud while, 
or as if, making a formal speech: [no obj]: Marc Antony 
declaiined over the body of Caesar. [~ + obj]: He de- 
claiined a speech. —de-claim/er, n. [count] —dec-la- 
maetion (dek/la ma/shon) /,deklo'meyfan/ n. [non- 
count): inuch declamation. [count]: a very lengthy decla- 
mation. —de-clamea-toery (di klam/ə tOr’é, -tōr/ē) 
/di'klamo,toriy, -,towriy/ adj.: a declamatory way of 
speaking. See -CLAIM-. 

dec:-la-ra-tion (dekla rā/shən) /,deklo'reyfan/ n. 
{count} 1. a firm statement; an assertion: The witness's 
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-rat-ed, -rat-ing. 1. to adorn with something ornamental 
or beautiful: They decorate the streets with Christmas 
tree lights. 2. to honor (someone) with an award: to dec- 
orate a soldier for bravery. —dec/o-ra’tor, 1. [count]: 
an interior decorator. 

dec-orra-tion (dek’a ra/shan) /deko'reyfon/ m. 1. 
[count] something used for decorating. 2. [norcount] 
the act of decorating: specializing in the decoration of 
private mansions. 3. (count) an award given and worn as 
a mark of honor: Decorations covered the hero's chest. 

dec-orra-tive (dek/ar ə tiv) /dekorotiv/ adj. providing 
beauty; ornamenting: some decorative woodwork arid 
carvings. 

dec-o-rous (dek/ar as) /'dekərəs/ adj. showing respect 
for social customs and manners; proper and suitable: 
decorous behavior during the solemn occasion. —dec/o- 
rousely, adv.: He beliaved as decorously as he could. 

decorum (di kôr/əm, -k6r/-) /di'koram, -'kowr-/ n. 
[noncount] dignified, proper conduct, manners, or ap- 
pearance expected in polite society: Act with decorum 
when you attend the funeral. 

de-cou-page or dé-cou-page (da’koo päzh/) /de- 
ykuw'pa3/ n., v., -paged, -pag-ing. —r. 1. [noncount] 
the art of decorating something with cutouts over which 
varnish or lacquer is applied. 2. (count) the cutout itself: 
a few decoupages on the classroom walls. —v. [~ + obj) 
3. to decorate by decoupage. 

de-coy (n. dé/koi; v. di koi’, dé/koi) / n. 'diykoy; v. 
di'koy, ‘diykoy/ n. [count] 1. a person, thing, or action 
that lures another into danger or a trap: The car the po- 
lice were chasing was a decoy. 2. an artificial bird used 
to lure game into a trap or within gunshot: a duck decoy. 
—v. [~ + obj (+ into + verb-ing)] 3. to lure, trick, or 
trap by or as if by a decoy: The fighter pilots were de- 
coyed by the enemty into shooting at unarmied missiles. 

de-crease (v. di krés’; n. dé/krés, di krés/) / v. di'kriys; 
n. ‘diykriys, di'kriys/ v., -creased, -creas-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to lessen, esp. by degrees; (cause to) diminish: [n0 obj): 
Water consumption had to decrease to avoid a drought. 
[~ + obj]: They told us to decrease spending. —n. 
[count] 2. the act or process of decreasing. 3. the 
amount by which a thing is lessened: a decrease of only 
15%. —de-creas/ing, adj. [before a noun): decreasing 
interest rates. —de-creas/ine-ly, adv. 

de-cree (di kré’) /di'kriy/ n., v., -creed, -cree-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a formal order usually having the force of law: 
a presidential decree. 2. a judicial decision or order: The 
judge issued a decree forbidding him to leave the state. 
—v. 3. to command, order, or decide by or as if by de- 
cree: [~ + obj): The king decreed an amnesty. [~ + 
(thal) clause]; The judge decreed that the parent could 
visit the children five times a year. 

de-crep-it (di krep/it) /di’krepit/ adj. 1. (of a person) 
weakened by old age; feeble; infirm. 2. worn out or bro- 
ken down by long use; dilapidated: a decrepit old apart- 
ment building. —de-crep/i-tude’, u. [noncount)]: old 
buildings in various stages of decrepitude. 

de-cre-scen-do (dé/kri shen/’d6, da/-) /,diykri'fendow, 
dey-/ adv., adj., n., pl. -dos, -di (-dé). Music. —adv. 1. 
gradually decreasing in loudness: Play the piece decre- 
scendo. —adj. 2. gradually decreasing in loudness: a de- 
crescendo passage Of five bars of music. —n. (count) 3. 
a gradual decrease in loudness. 

de-crimeisnal-ize (dé krim/a nl iz’) /diy'krimonl,ayz/ v. 
[~ + obj], -ized, -izeing. to eliminate criminal penalties 
for: to decriminalize the possession of marijuana. 

de-cry (di kri’) /di'kray/ v. [~ + obj], -cried, -cry-ing. 
to condemn openly; denounce: decried the regime's 
ruthlessness. 

ded-i-cate (ded/i kat’) /‘dedi,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 
1. (~ + obj + to + obj] to devote or commit (some- 
thing or someone) to some cause: He dedicated himself 
to the clean-up of the river. 2.[~ + obj + to + obj) to 
offer (something) formally to a person or cause as a Sign 
of respect: Id like to dedicate our first song to my 
mother. 3. [~ + obj] to mark the official opening of (a 
public building or highway), by formal ceremonies: The 
school dedicated the new building on Sunday. 4. [~ + 
obj] to set aside for a specific purpose: dedicated the 
money to charity. 

ded-i-cat-ed (ded/i ka’tid) /‘dedi,keytid/ adj. 1. relating 
to or marked by dedication: completely dedicated to the 
tean. 2. [oftert: before a noun) set apart for a specific 
use, aS a computer for a specific application: a dedicated 
word processor. 

ded-i-ca-tion (ded’i ka’shan) /,dedi'keyfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] commitment, interest, or work in achieving a goal: 


decoration to deepen 


complete dedication to her students. 2. [comut) an in- 
scription at the beginning of a book, offered as a sign of 
respect or thanks: The dedication read simply “To miy 
husband.” 3. [court] a ceremony of formally opening 
something for a particular use: the dedication of the new 
cathedral. 

de-duce (di do0s’, -dydos’) /di'duws, -'dyuws/ v., 
-duced, -duc-ing. to figure out (something) as a conclu- 
sion from something else; infer: [~ + obj]: to deduce 
the path of the Hurricane. [~ + (that) Clause]: From her 
conversation } deduced that she had a large family. 
—de-duc/i-ble, adj. See -ouc-. 

de-duct (di dukt’) /di'dakt/ v. [~ + obj (+ from + obj)] 
to take away from a total: How much of this expense can 
you deduct from your taxes? —de-duct/i-ble, adj.: Is this 
income deductible? See -ouc-. 

de-duc-tion (di duk/shan) /di'dakfon/ n. 1. a. [non- 
cott) the act or process of deducting. b. [count] some- 
thing that is or may be deducted: a deduction of 10%. 2. 
a. [noncount] the act or process of inferring from known 
facts to a conclusion; the act or process of deducing: re- 
markable powers of deduction. b. [courit] something de- 
duced from known facts: It was the detective‘’s deduction 
that the robbery was an inside job. 3. a. [noncount] a 
process of reasoning in which a conclusion must follow 
from the premises presented; reasoning or concluding 
from the general to the particular or specific. b. [count] a 
conclusion reached by this process. —de-duc-tive (di- 
duktiv) /di'daktiv/ adj. See -puc-. 

deed (déd) /diyd/ nu. [count] 1. something that is done; 
an act: a good deed. 2. an achievement; feat: deeds of 
daring. 3. an official record of a sale or a transfer of 
ownership, such as of a house: Do you have the deed to 
the house in a safe place? —v. [~ + obj] 4. to transfer 
by deed: deeded the property to his sons. 

dee-jay (dé/ja’) /‘diy,d3zey/ n. DISC JOCKEY. 

deem (dém) /diym/ v. [not: be + ~-ing] to have as an 
opinion; believe: [~ + obj + (to be) + noun): The coun- 
cit deemed him to be a traitor. 

de-em:pharsize (dé em/fa siz’) /diy'emfa,sayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -sized, -siz-ing. to place less emphasis upon; re- 
duce the importance of: to de-emphasize sports. —de- 
em:-pharsis (dé eim/fa sis) /diy'emfasis/ nu. [count] 

deep (dép) /diyp/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, 1. —adj. 1. 
extending far down from the top or surface: a deep well. 
2. extending far in or back from the front: a deep shelf. 
3. extending far in width; broad: a deep border. 4. (after 
a noun indicating measurement] having a certain speci- 
fied dimension or amount in depth: a tank 10 feet deep. 
5. [~ + in] immersed or submerged: The road was deep 
in snow. 6. [before a nour) coming from far down: Now, 
take a deep breath. 7. made with the body bent or 
lowered to a considerable degree: a deep curtsy. 8. diffi- 
cult to understand; abstruse; a book too deep for young 
children. 9. not superficial; serious; profound: deep 
thoughts. 10. (before a noun] sincere; intense; great: 
deep affections. 11. [before a nonn) sound and heavy; 
undisturbed: deep sleep. 12. strong, dark, and vivid in 
color: a deep red. 13. low in pitch, such as sound: a 
deep, rich voice. 14. mysterious; hidden: deep secrets. 
15. [~ + in] involved to a great extent: to be deep in 
debt. 16. [be + ~ + ir] giving one’s full attention; ab- 
sorbed; engrossed: He was deep in thought. —adv. 17. 
to or at a considerable or great depth: We were about ten 
feet deep when our ears popped. 18. [after a number, 
noun, or adjective indicating measurement) to a depth or 
breadth of (the number, noun, or adjective mentioned): 
The fans were lined up three deep around the block. 19. 
far on in time; late: They worked deep into the night. 20. 
within; far down: / stilt feet love for her deep in my heart. 
—n. [noncount) 21. [often: the + ~ + of] the midpoint 
or the part of greatest intensity: the deep of winter; in the 
deep of the night. 22. the deep, Literary. the sea or 
ocean: The deep was the drowned sailor's final resting 
place. —Idiom. 23. go off the deep end, a. to be- 
come emotionally overwrought: Sie went off the deep 
end when she was turned down for promotion. b. to act 
without enough thought of the consequences: The com- 
mittee went off the deep end with the Christmas decora- 
tions. 24. in deep, involved: He was in too deep with her 
and had to break off their relationship. 25. in deep wa- 
ter, in serious trouble: Tie company is in deep water 
and can barely make ends mieet. —deep/ly, adv. 
—deep/ness, n. [roncoisit] 

deep-en (dé/pan) /‘diypon/ v. to (cause to) become 
deep or deeper: [no obj): Our troubles are deepening the 
more we get into debt. [~ + obj]: a silence that only 
deeperied the mystery. 


deep freeze to deficit 


deep’ freeze’, n. (noncomnt] the storage of food, furs, 
etc., in a place kept artificially cold. 

deep’-freeze’, v. [~ + obj], -freezed or -froze, 
-freezed or -fro-zen, -freez-ing. 1. to quick-freeze 
(food): They had deep-frozen the fish well ahead of time. 
2. to store in a frozen state. 

deep’-fry’, v. [~ + obj], -fried, -fry-ing. to fry in an 
amount of hot oil or fat that is enough to cover the food 
being cooked. 

deep/-root/’ed, adj. firmly implanted, fixed, or estab- 
lished: a deep-rooted fear of strangers. 

deep’-sea’, adj. [before a noun) of or relating to the 
deeper parts of the sea: deep-sea fishing. 

deep’-seat/ed, adj. firmly implanted, fixed, or estab- 
lished; unchanging: a deep-seated loyalty. 

deep’ space’, n. (noncount] space beyond the solar 
system. Also called outer space. 

deer (dér) /dior/ n. [count], pl. deer. any of several cud- 
chewing animals, the males of which usually have ant- 
lers. 

de-es-ca-late or de-es-ca-late (dé es/’ka_ at’) 
/diy'eska,leyt/ v., -lateed, -lat-ing. to decrease in inten- 
sity, danger, or amount: [no obj]: The war began to de- 
escalate. [~ + obj]: began to de-escalate the war. —de- 
es-ca-lation (dé es’ka lā/shən) /diy,eska'leyfan/ n. 
(noncount) 

def (def) /def/ adj. Slang. excellent: That hip-hop record 
is def! 

de-face (di fas’) /di'feys/ v. [~ + obj], -faced, -fac-ing. 
to mar the surface or appearance of, such as by marking; 
disfigure: defacing all the posters. —de-face’ment, n. 
[noncount] See -FACE-. 

de fac-to (dé fak/td, da) /diy 'faktow, dey/ adv. 1. in 
fact; in reality: The army occupied the city de facto. 
—<adj. (before a noun) 2. actually existing, esp. without 
lawful authority: a situation of de facto segregation in 
most cities of the country. See -FAC-. 

def-a-mastion (defa ma/shan) /,defa'meyfan/ n. [non- 
count) the act of defaming: He sued the newspaper for 
defamation of character. 

de-fam:-a-torry (di fam/’a tôr/ē, -tdr/é) /di'famo,toriy, 
-,towriy/ adj. relating to or marked by defamation: made 
defamatory statements about his opponent. 

defame (di fam’) /di'feym/ v. [~ + obj], -famed, 
-fam-ing. to attack the good name or reputation of; 
slander or libel: The candidates seem to enjoy defaming 
each other. 

de-fault (di folt’) /di'folt/ n. [noncount) 1. failure to act, 
esp. failure to pay one’s debts: to face financial default. 
2. failure to appear for or complete a match: progressed 
into the finals because of his opponent's default. 3. a 
preset value that a computer system assumes or an ac- 
tion that it takes unless it is otherwise instructed: When 
you start your computer from the A drive, then that is the 
default for later disk operations. —v. 4. [no obj) to fail to 
pay, perform a duty, etc.: The bank had defaulted on that 
loan. 5. Sports. to fail to compete in (a contest); to lose 
by default: [no obj]: He defaulted and left the tourna- 
ment. [~ + obj]: He defaulted the match and left in dis- 
gust. —Idiom. 6. in default of, for lack of; in the ab- 
sence of: In default of a workable plan they decided to 
proceed on a day-to-day basis. —de-fault/er, n. [count] 
de-feat (di fét’) /di'fiyt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to overcome in 
a contest; beat: He was defeated in the last election. 2. 
to frustrate; thwart: This kind of problern always defeats 
me. —n. 3. [noncomnt] the act of overcoming in a con- 
test: didn’t accept defeat well. 4. [count] an instance of 
defeat; setback: He suffered several defeats in close elec- 
tions. —de-feat/er, n. [count] 

de-feat-ism (di fé’tiz am) /di'fiytizom/ n. (noncount] 
the attitude of a person who expects defeat and thinks 
that further struggle is useless and hopeless: defeatism 
in the face of likely losses. —de-feat/ist, n. [count], adj. 
def-e-cate (defi kat’) /‘defi,keyt/ v. [no obj], -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. to pass waste matter from the bowels through 
the anus out of the body. —def-e-ca-tion (defi ka’shan) 
/ defi'keyfan/ n. [noncount] See -FEc-. 

de-fect (n. dé/fekt, di fekt; v. di fekt?) / n. ‘diyfekt, 
di'fekt: v. di'fekt/ n. [count] 1. a fault or shortcoming; 
imperfection: What defect in his character made hirn lie? 
—v. [no obj] 2. to desert a cause, country, etc., and go 
over to the opponent's side: Would the spies want to de- 
fect to the West? —de-fec’tion, n. [moncount): the de- 
fection of several members of the ambassador's staff. 
[count]; Defections increased during the crisis. See -FEC-. 
de-fec-tive (di fektiv) /di'fektiv/ adj. faulty; imperfect; 
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not working properly or effectively: One of the tires was 
defective. See -FEC-. 


de-fend (di fend’) /di'fend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. ward off at- 


tack from; protect: The armed forces defend our country. 
2. to support or maintain by argument, evidence, etc.; 
uphold: He defended the principle of freedom of the 
press. 3. to serve as attorney for (a defendant) in a trial: 
defended her clients against the charge of conspiracy. 4. 
to attempt to retain (a championship title) in competition 
against a challenger. —de-fend’er, n. [count] 
—Related Words. verenD is a verb, DEFENSE iS a noun, 
DEFENSIVE iS an adjective: The lawyer agreed to defend 
the murder suspect. The team’s defense kept a lot of 
points fromm being scored. He seems defensive when you 
ask him what’s wrong. See -FEND-. 


de-fend-ant (di fen’dant) /di'fendont/ n. [count] one 


against whom a legat action is brought in a court: The 
defendant had been accused by the manager of stealing 
from the company. 


de-fense (di fens’ or, esp. for 8, dé/fens) /di'fens or, 


esp. for 8, 'diyfens/ n., v., -fensed, -fens-ing. —n. 1. 
(noncount] a means of defending: a weapon of defense. 
2. [count] something that defends or protects: Weil have 
to strengthen our border defenses. 3. [noncount] the 
arms production of a nation: spending billions on de- 
fense. 4. [noncount] the defending of a cause by argu- 
ment: to speak in defense of anti-pollution laws. 5. 
[count] an argument defending some cause: The speech 
was a brilliant defense of the notion of civil rights for all. 
6. [count; usually singular; often: the + ~] the strategy 
adopted by a defendant for defending against the plain- 
tiffs charge: WeH base our defense on the testimony of 
the two witnesses. 7. DEFENSE MECHANISM. 8. [count] a. 
the tactics or strategy of defending against attack. b. the 
players or team attempting to resist the attack of a team 
having the ball, puck, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to defend 
against (an opponent, play, etc.). —de-fense/less, adj. 
See -FEND-. 

defense’ mech/anism, n. [count] an unconscious 
process, such as denial, that protects an individual from 
unacceptable or painful ideas or impulses. 

de-fen-sible (di fen’sa bal) /di'fensabal/ adj. that can be 
defended: His client's conduct was defensible. 

de-fen-sive (di fen/siv) /di'fensiv/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] of or relating to defense: defensive weapons. 2. 
sensitive to criticism: There's no need to be so defensive. 
—n. [noncount] 3. on the defensive, to be in a position 
or attitude of defense; to be sensitive to criticism. See 
-FEND-. 

de-fer' (di fir’) /di'far/ v. [~ + obj], -ferred, -fer-ring. 
1. to postpone; delay; put off action on: The pension is 
deferred until after age 65. 2. to exempt temporarily 
from being drafted into mititary service: He was deferred 
because he was in college. —de-fer/ment, n. [count]: 
He tried to get a deferment froin military service. See 
-FER-. 

de-fer? (di ftir’) /di'far/ v. [~ + to + obj], -ferred, -fer- 
ring. to yield respectfully in judgment or opinion: / de- 
ferred to iny father’s authority. See -FER-. 

def-er-ence (defar ans) /'deforans/ n. [noncount) 1. 
respectful yielding to the will of another: /n deference to 
her superior knowledge, | decided to follow her advice. 
2. respectful or courteous behavior or attitude toward: 
treated her with deference. See -Fer-. —def-er-en-tial 
(def/a_ren’shal) /,defa'renfal/ adj. —def/er-en/tial-ly, 
adv. 

de-fi-ance (di fi’ans) /di'fayans/ n. [noncount) 1. a bold 
resistance to authority; open disregard or contempt: The 
strike was an act of open defiance. — Idiom. 2. in defi- 
ance of, despite; notwithstanding: /n defiance of all the 
rules, dernonstrators marched in front of the presidential 
mansion. 

de-fi-ant (di fi“ant) /di'fayont/ adj. relating to or marked 
by defiance: a defiant attitude. —de-fi/ant-ly, adv. 

de-fi-cien-cy (di fish’an sé) /di'fifonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[noncount] the state or condition of lacking something: 
suffering frorn vitarnin deficiency. 2. [count] something 
lacking: a patient with a calcinm deficiency. 3. [count] 
something imperfect; flaw; defect: /n spite of its deficien- 
cies, this is basically a very good paper. 

de-fi-cient (di fish’ant) /di'fifont/ adj. relating to or 
marked by deficiency: deficient in math skills. 

def-iecit (defə sit) /‘defasit/ n. [count] 1. the amount by 
which a sum of money falls short of the required 
amount. 2. a loss, such as in the operation of a busi- 
ness. 3. the amount by which spending exceeds income: 
the staggering arnount of the Federal deficit. 
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de-file’ (di fil”) /di'fayl/ v. [~ + obj], -filed, -fil-ing. 1. 
to make foul, dirty, or unclean. 2. to desecrate: The infi- 
dels had defiled the shrine. 3. to dishonor or spoil: In- 
sults alone will not defile his honor. —de-file/ment, n. 
[noncount) —de-fil/er, n. [count] 

defile? (di fil”, dé/fil) /di'fayl, ‘diyfayl/ n. [count] a 
Narrow passage, esp. between mountains. 

de-fine (di fin’) /di'fayn/ v. [~ + obj], -fined, -fin-ing. 
1. to set forth the meaning of: His job was to define new 
words that were not yet in the dictionaries. 2. to explain 
or identify the nature of; describe: We had to define what 
our problems were before we could solve them. 3. to de- 
termine or fix the boundaries of; specify clearly: to define 
responsibilities. 4. to make clear the outline or form of; 
delineate: The black tree was clearly defined against a 
yellow background. —de-fin/er, n. [count] See -Fin-. 

def-i-nite (def’a nit) /‘defanit/ adj. 1. clearly defined; 
precise: a definite period of time. 2. positive; certain; 
sure: He was definite about his feelings. 3. clear; with no 
uncertainty: / want a definite answer. —def/i-nite-ness, 
n. [(noncount] See -Fin-. 

def/inite ar/ticle, n. [count] an article, such as English 
the, that modifies a noun which is already known to the 
speaker and hearer. 

def-i-nite-ly (deffa nit lē) /‘defanitliy/ adv. certainly; 
surely; doubtlessly: She will definitely have a place on the 
team next year. 

def-i-ni-tion (def’a nish’an) /,defa'nifan/ n. 1. [count] 
the formal statement of the meaning of something: She 
wrote definitions for “quark” and “atom.” 2. [noncount] 
the condition of being definite: The photograph has fine 
definition. 3. [noncount] sharpness of the image formed 
by an optical system: Adjust the definition on the TV 
monitor. See -Fin-. 

de-fineistive (di fin/i tiv) /di'finitiv/ adj. 1. serving to 
define, set, or specify definitely: gave a definitive state- 
ment on the crisis. 2. most reliable or complete: the de- 
finitive text on disorders of the circulatory system. —dee 
fin/i-tive-ly, adv. 

de-flate (di flat’) /di'fleyt/ v., -flateed, -flat-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to release the air or gas from (something in- 
flated): They deflated the tire tubes and changed the 
outer walls. 2. [no obj] (of something inflated) to have 
the air or gas be released from: The tire quickly deflated 
when it was punctured by the nail. 3. {~ + obj] to lessen 
or reduce (one's hopes); dash: The bad news really de- 
flated our hopes for improvement. 4. [~ + obj] to re- 
duce (Currency or prices) from an inflated condition: The 
economy was badly deflated. See -FLAT-. 

de-fla-tion (di fla”shan) /di'fleyfan/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
act of deflating or the state of being deflated: a feeling of 
deflation after all that bad news. 2. a fall in the general 
price level or a contraction of credit and available money 
in the economy. 

de-flect (di flekt’) /di'flekt/ v. 1. to bend or turn aside: 
[no obj): The shot deflected into the net past the goalie. 
[~ + obj]: He deflected the shot past the goalie. 2. [~ + 
obj) to divert; turn aside and reduce the harm of: He 
managed to deflect criticism onto someone else. —de-+ 
flec-tion (di flek’/shan) /di'flekfan/ n. [noncount): deflec- 
tion of any criticism that came his way. [count]: scored 
on several deflections past the goalie. —de-flec/tor, n. 
[count] See -FLECT-. 

de-fog (dé fog’, -f6g’) /diy'fog, -'fog/ v. [~ + obj], 
-fogged, -fog-ging. to remove the fog or moisture from 
(a car window). —de-fog/ger, n. [count]: An automatic 
defogger is standard for that car. 

de-fo-liseant (dé fO/lé ant) /diy'fowliyant/ n. [count] a 
chemical preparation for defoliating plants. See -FoLI-. 

de-fo-li-ate (dé fO/lé at’) /diy'fowliy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1.,to strip the leaves off. 2. to destroy or 
cause widespread loss of leaves in (an area of jungle). 
—de-fo’li-a/tion, n. [noncount] —de-fo/liea/tor, n. 
[count] See -FoLi-. 

de-for-est (dé fÔr/ist, -for’-) /diy'forist, -'for-/ v. [~ + 
obj] to remove the trees and forests of: environmental- 
ists working to prevent the pharmaceutical companies 
from deforesting that land. —de-for-est-a-tion (dé for/i- 
sta’shon, -for’-) /diy,fori'steyfon, -,for-/ n. [noncount): 
against deforestation of the Amazon. 

de-form (di f6rm/) /di'form/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to mar the 
natural form of; disfigure: a body badly deformed by a 
birth defect. 2. to mar the beauty of; spoil: How could 
they deform such a beautiful landscape? —de-forsma: 
tion (dé/for ma/shan) /,diyfor'meyfon/ n. [noncount,; 
count) See -FORN-. 


defile to dehydrate 


de-formed (di formd’) /di'formd/ adj. misshapen; dis- 
figured: deformed as the result of an injury. 

de-formeiety (di fôr/mi tē) /di'formitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount) the quality or state of being deformed: the 
causes of birth deformity. 2. [count] an improperly 
formed part of the body: a deformity that makes walking 
difficult. See -FORM-. 

de-fraud (di frdd/) /di'frod/ v. [~ + obj + of + obj] to 
deprive of a right, money, or property by fraud: He de- 
frauded them of their life savings. —de-fraud/er, n. 
[count] 

de-fray (di fra’) /di'frey/ v. [~ + obj], to pay all or part 
of: to help defray some of the costs. 

de-frost (di frést’, -frost’) /di'frost, -'frost/ v. 1. to 
(cause to) become free of ice or frost: [~ + obj]: We de- 
frosted the refrigerator again. [no obj]: The refrigerator is 
defrosting. 2. to thaw (frozen food): [~ + obj]: Defrost 
the meat in the microwave. [no obj]: The meat is on the 
counter defrosting. —de-frost/er, n. [count] 

deft (deft) /deft/ adj., -er, -est. skillful; nimble; quick: 
She returned the serve with a deft backhand. —deft/ly, 
adv. 

de-funct (di fungkt’) /di'fankt/ adj. 1. no longer in ef- 
fect or use: a defunct law. 2. no longer in existence; 
dead. See -FUNCT-. 

de-fuse (dé fydoz’) /diy'fyuwz/ v. [~ + obj], -fused, 
-fus-ing. 1. to remove the fuse from (a bomb). 2. to 
make less dangerous or tense: defused a tense situation. 
See -Fus-. 

de-fy (di fi’) /di'fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to 
challenge the power of; resist boldly or openly: They 
seemed to enjoy defying my authority. 2. [~ + obj + to 
+ verb] to challenge (a person) to do something thought 
of as impossible: / defy you to tell the difference between 
these two brands. 3. to offer resistance to; withstand: [~ 
+ obj): The plane seems to defy gravity. [~ + obj + to 
+ verb]: The problem defies all attempts to solve it. 

de-gen-er-ate (v. di jen’a rat’; adj, n. -ər it) / v. 
di'd3ena,reyt; adj., n. -arit/ v., -ateed, -at'ing, adj., n. 
—v. [no obj] 1. to decline or get worse in personal quali- 
ties; deteriorate: /dleness caused his character to degen- 
erate. 2. [~ (+ into + obj)] to lower or become lower in 
quality; fall from a high or normal standard. —adj. 3. 
having declined in personal qualities; deteriorated; de- 
graded; depraved: a degenerate ruler. —n. [count] 4. a 
person who has declined, esp. in morals, from a stand- 
ard: a drunken degenerate. —de-gen-er-a-cy (di jen/ar- 
ase) /di'd3zenorasiy/ n. [noncount] —de-gen-er-a-tion 
(di jen’a ra’shan) /di,d3ena'reyfan/ n. [noncount): physi- 
cal degeneration. —de-gen/er-a-tive (-ar ə tiv, -ə ra’tiv) 
/-drativ, -a,reytiv/ adj. See -GEN-. 

de-grade (di grad’) /di'grcyd/ v., -grad-ed, -grad-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to lower in dignity or in respect; debase: 
She wouldn't degrade herself by cheating. 2. [no obj] 
(esp. of an organic compound) to break down or decom- 
pose: plastics that degrade for a thousand years. —deg: 
ra-da-tion (deg/ra da’shan) /,degra'deyfan/ n. [non- 
count): facing the degradation of their liberty. —de-gra/- 
ding, adj.: a degrading task. See -GRAD-. 

de-gree (di gré/) /di'griy/ n. [count] 1. any of a series of 
steps or stages; a point in any scale; level; grade: im- 
proved by degrees. 2. extent or scope of an action or 
state: / go along with them to a certain degree. 3. a 
stage in a scale of rank or station: a lord of high degree. 
4. an academic title given upon the completion of stud- 
ies, Or as an honorary recognition of achievement: a Mas- 
ters degree. 5. a unit Of measure, esp. of temperature, 
marked on the scale of a measuring instrument: The 
thermometer said it was 26 degrees outside. 6. the 
560th part of the circumference of a circle, often repre- 
sented by the sign °: an angle of 45°. 7. the classification 
of a crime according to its seriousness: murder in the 
first degree. 8. one of the set of forms of adjectives and 
adverbs used to express differences in quality, quantity, 
or intensity. —-Idiom. 9. by degrees, by easy stages; 
gradually. 

de-hu-sman-ize (dé hydo’ma niz’) /diy'hyuwma,nayz / v. 
[~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to deprive of human qualities: 
Brutal treatment dehumanized the prisoners. —de-hu- 
man-ieza-tion (dé hydd’ma nə za/shan) /diy,hyuw- 
mono'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] —de-hu/masniz/ing, adj. 

de-hu-mid-i-ficer (dé/hyoo mid/a fi’ar) /,diyhyuw- 
‘mida,fayar/ n. [count] a device for removing moisture 
from indoor air. —de’huemid/i-fy, v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. 

de-hy-drate (dé hi/drat) /diy'haydreyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-drat-ed, -drat-ing. to remove water from, esp. to free 
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(fruit, vegetables, etc.) from moisture in order to pre- 
serve; dry: The vegetables were dehydrated and sealed in 
packages. —de-hy-dra-tion (de/hi dra/’shan) / diy- 
hay'dreyfan/ n. [noncount] 

de-ice or de-ice (dé is’) /diy'ays/ v. [~ + obj], -iced, 
-iceing. to free (something, such as a windshield) of ice; 
prevent or remove ice. —de-ic/er, de-ic/er, n. [count] 

de-i-fy (dé/a fi’) /'diyə,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, -fy-ing. 
to make a god of; worship as a god: to deify wealth. 
—de.ifiscastion (dé’/a fi kā/shən) /,diyofi'keyfan/ n. 
{noncount): deification of the Roman emperors. 

deign (dan) /deyn/ v. [~ + to + verb] to consider to be 
fit, proper, or in accordance with one’s dignity: She would 
not deign to visit us. 

de-i-ty (dé/i tē) /‘diyitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [count] a god or 
goddess. 2. the Deity, [proper noun; the + ~) God. 

dé-ja vu (da/zha vo0’, vyoo’) /,dey3a 'vuw, ‘vyuw/ n. 
[noncount] the illusion of having experienced something 
that is actually being encountered for the first time. 

de-ject-ed (di jek/tid) /di'd3ektid/ adj. depressed in 
spirits; disheartened; low-spirited: He was dejected when 
she turned down his proposal. —de-jec/tedsly, adv.: 
She answered dejectedly that she had failed. —de-jec- 
tion (di jek’shen) /di'd3ekfan/ n. [noncount): feelings of 
dejection. 

Del., an abbreviation of: Delaware. 

de-lay (di 1a’) /di'ley/ v. 1. to put off to a later time; 
postpone: [~ + verb-ing]: The principal delayed opening 
the school. [~ + obj]: The committee delayed action on 
the matter. 2. {~ + obj] to interfere with the progress of; 
slow down; hold back: The fog delayed the plane's land- 
ing. 3. [no obj] to put off action; linger; loiter: /f you de- 
lay now, you'll just have to do more later, —n. 4. [non- 
count] the act of delaying; procrastination; loitering: 
Please finish your work without delay. 5. [count] a post- 
ponement: a delay of forty-eight hours. 6. [count] an act 
or instance of being delayed; stoppage: The delay was 
caused by a three-car accident. —de-lay/er, n. [count] 
—de-lay’ing, adj. [before a noun): delaying tactics de- 
signed to wear us Out. 

de-lec-ta-ble (di lek/ta bal) /di'lektabal/ adj. delightful; 
highly pleasing; attractive: a delectable meal. 

del-e-gate (n. deli git; v. -gat”) / n. ‘deligit; v. -,geyt/ 
n., v., -gat-ed, -gat-ing. —n. [count] 1. a person author- 
ized to act for another; agent; representative: delegates 
from a union, —v. 2. [~ + obj (+ to + verb)] to send or 
appoint (someone) as a representative: We have dele- 
gated her to represent our city. 3. [~ + obj (+ to + 
obj)] to commit (powers) to another as agent: He dele- 
gated his authority to me. See -LEG-. 

del-e-ga-tion (deli ga’”shan) /,deli'geyfan/ n. 1. [count] 
a group or body of delegates: We sent a delegation in to 
see the boss. 2. [nonconnt] the act of delegating: dele- 
gation of authority. See -LEG-. 

de-lete (di lét’) /di'liyt/ v. [~ + obj], -let-ed, -let-ing. to 
strike out or remove (something written or printed); can- 
cel: erase. —de-le-tion (di lé’shan) /di'liyfan/ n. [non- 
count): Mark those paragraphs for deletion. [count]: dele- 
tions from the list. 

del-e-te-ri-ous (dei tér7é as) /,deli'tiariyas/ adj. injuri- 
ous to health; harmful: the deleterious effects of the 
drug. 

del-i (del’é) /'deliy/ n. [count], pl. delis (del7éz) /‘deliyz/. 
delicatessen: She rnissed the deli when she moved away. 
de-lib-er-ate (adj. di lib’ar it; v. -a rat’) / adj. di‘hbarit; 
v. -a,reyt/ adj., v., -ateed, -at-ing. —adj. 1. relating to or 
marked by deliberation: a deliberate lie. 2. careful, slow, 
even, or unhurried: a deliberate decision; deliberate 
speech. —v. 3. to weigh in the mind; consider: [~ + 
obj): to deliberate a question. [~ + clause}: They delib- 
erated whether to hire him or not. [no obj): The jury de- 
liberated for three hours. —de-lib-er-ate-ly (di liber it- 
lē) /di'libaritliy/ adv.: They lied deliberately. See -LIBRA-. 
de-lib-er-a-tion (di lib’a ra’shan) /di,hba'reyfan/ n. 1. 
[noricount) careful, unhurried consideration before deci- 
sion: planned witli great deliberation. 2. [count] a formal 
consultation or discussion: Their deliberations went on 
for hours. 3. (noncount) deliberate quality; leisureliness 
of action: examined the painting with great deliberation. 
del-ieca-cy (del/i ka sē) /‘delikasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[noncount) fineness of texture or quality: softness; dainti- 
ness: the delicacy of lace. 2. [count] something delightful 
or pleasing, esp. a food: delicacies that aroused the ap- 
petite. 3. [norcount] the quality of being easily broken; 
fragility: te delicacy of his health. 4. [noncount) the 
quality of requiring or involving great care or considera- 
tion of others: negotiations of great delicacy. 
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del-iccate (deli kit) /‘delikit/ adj. 1. relating to or 
marked by delicacy. 2. so fine as to be scarcely felt or 
sensed: a light, delicate flavor. 3. soft or faint, as in 
color: Paint the walls a delicate blue. 4. requiring great 
care, caution, or tact: delicate negotiations; a delicate 
topic. 5. capable of noticing or distinguishing subtle dif- 
ferences; sensitive: That instrument is so delicate it can 
detect earthquakes thousands of miles away. 6. easily 
disgusted; squeamish: a violent movie not for the deli- 
cate viewer. —del/i-cate-ly, adv. —del/i-cate-ness, n. 
[noncounty 

delicatessen (del/i kə tes’an) /,delika'tesan/ n. 
[count] a store selling ready-to-eat foods. 

de-liecious (di lish’as) /di'lifas/ adj. 1. pleasing to the 
senses, esp. taste or smell: delicious chocolate cake. 2. 
very amusing; delightful: delicious gossip. —de-li’- 
cious-ly, adv.: deliciously prepared foods. —de-li/cious- 
ness, n. [Noncount) 

de-light (di lit”) /di'layt/ n. 1. [moncount] great enjoy- 
ment; joy; happiness: / get a great deal of delight from 
watching my children read their books. 2. [count] some- 
thing that gives great pleasure: The zoo is a delight to 
visit. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to give delight to: The circus will 
delight young and old alike. 4. [~ + in + verb-ing) to 
have or take great pleasure: She delights in walking. 
—de-light’ed, adj.: [be + ~ + to + verb] | was de- 
lighted to see you. 

de-light-ful (di lit’fal) /di'laytfal/ adj. giving delight; 
highly pleasing: a delightful surprise. —de-light/ful-ly, 
adv. 

de-limeit (di limit) /di'limit/ v. [~ + obj] to mark or es- 
tablish the limits or boundaries of: to delimit the powers 
of the special UN task force in the region. 

de-lin-e-ate (di lin’é at’) /di'liniy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to trace the outline of. 2. to portray or 
describe in words: He delineated a few of his proposals 
for the budget. —de-lin-e-sa-tion (di lin’é a/’shan) 
/diliniy'eyfan/ n. [count]: delineations of new proposals. 
[noncount): precise, careful delineation. See -LiN-. 

de-lin-quent (di ling’kwant) /di'ligkwont/ adj. 1. guilty 
of a misdeed or offense. 2. past due: a delinquent ac- 
count. —r. [count] 3. a person who is delinquent, esp. a 
juvenile delinquent. —de-lin’quen-cy, n. [noncountl 
count] pl. -cies. —de-lin’quentely, adv. 

de-lir-icous (di lér’é as) /di'hariyas/ adj. 1. relating to or 
marked by delirium: delirious with fever. 2. wild with ex- 
citement, enthusiasm, etc.: The crowd at the concert be- 
came delirious. —de-lir/vous-ly, adv.: moaning deliri- 
ously through the night. —de-lir/irous-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

deslirsieumm (di lér7é am) /di'lrariyam/ n. [count], pl. 
-iums, -ia (-€ 3) /-iya/. 1. a temporary mental disturb- 
ance marked by restlessness, excitement, and delusions. 
2. a state of violent or great excitement or emotion: The 
crowd went into a delirium. 

desliv-eer (di liv’ar) /di'livar/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to carry and 
turn over to the person receiving: delivered the letter last 
week. 2. [no Obj] to provide a service for carrying and 
turning over letters, goods, and products: That pizza 
place delivers at no extra charge. 3. [~ + obj] to give 
into another's possession or keeping; hand over; surren- 
der: to deliver a prisoner to the police. 4. [~ + obj] to 
give forth in words; utter or pronounce: to deliver a 
speech. 5. [~ + obj] to strike or throw: to deliver a blow. 
6. [~ + obj + from + obj] to set free or liberate; save: 
Moses delivered his people from bondage. 7. [~ + obj) 
to help or assist at the birth of: The doctor delivered the 
baby. 8. to do or carry out (something) as promised: [~ 
+ obj): In this job you have to deliver results. [ no obj): | 
expect you to deliver on your promises soon. See -LIBER-. 

de-liv-er-ance (di liv/ər ans) /di'livarans/ n. [noncount) 
1. an act or instance of delivering. 2. the act of being set 
free; salvation; liberation; rescue. 

deeliv-ersy (di liv/ə rē) /di'livoriy/ n., pl. -ies. 1. the act 
of delivering: [count]: A delivery on weekends would be 
nice. [noncount): Mail delivery was never regular. 2. 
[count] something delivered: Bring the deliveries to the 
back door. 3. [noncount] manner of giving a speech, 
such as the pronunciation or choice of words: the speak- 
er's fine delivery. 4. (noncount) the act or manner of giv- 
ing or sending forth: the pitcher's delivery of the ball. 5. 
[count] the act of giving birth to a child: an easy delivery. 
dell (del) /del/ n. [count] a small, usually wooded valley; 
vale. 

del-ta (del/ta) /‘delta/ n. [count], pl. -tas. 1. the fourth 
letter of the Greek alphabet (A, 5). 2. anything triangular, 
like the Greek capital delta (A). 3. a flat, triangular area 
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of land with rich soil lying between branches of the 
mouth of a river. 

de-lude (di lo0d/) /di'luwd/ v. [~ + obj], -lud-ed, -lud- 
ing. to mislead the mind or judgment of; deceive; fool: 
trick: He deluded himself into thinking he'd tost weight. 
See -LuD-. 

deluge (del/ydoj) /'delyuwd3/ n, v, -uged, -ug-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a great flood of water. 2. the Deluge, 
FLOOD (def. 3). 3. a drenching rain; downpour: a deluge 
from the skies. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to flood; inundate: The 
flooding river deluged the town. 5. to overwhelm: We 
deluged our representatives with requests. 

de-lussion (di 100’zhan) /di'luw3an/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
State of being deluded: suffering from dehrsion. 2. 
[count] a false belief or opinion: delusions of grandeur. 
—de-luesive (di loo/siv) /di'luwsiv/ adj. See -tup-. 

Usage. See ILLUSION. 

de-luxe or de luxe (da luks’, -Id0ks’) /da'laks, -'loks/ 
adj. [before a noun) splendid; luxurious: a deluxe hotel. 

delve (delv) /delv/ v., delved, delv-ing. to dig into; 
make a deep and thorough search: [~ + into + obj]: We 
delved into the files to find out when the event hap- 
pened. [~ + among + obj): delving among old shelves. 
—delv/er, n. [count] 

dem.-, prefix. dem- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “people.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DEMAGOGUE, DEMOCRACY, DEMOGRAPHY. 

de-mag-net-ize (dé mag/ni tiz’) /diy'megni,tayz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to remove magnetization from. 


—de-mag-net-i-za-tion (dé mad/ni tə  za/shan) 
/diy,mexgnita'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] 
dem-a-gogue or dem-asgog (dem/a gog’, -gôg/) 


/‘dem3,gng, -,g9g/ n. [count] a political leader who gains 
power by arousing people’s emotions and prejudices. 
—dem-a-gog-ic (dem/a gogik, -goj/-) /,demo'gngik, 
-'gnd3-/ adj. —dem/a-gogu/er-y, dem-a-go-gy (dem/a- 
go’jé, -goj’é) /‘'dema,gowd3iy, -,gnd3iy/ n. [noncount] 

demand (di mand’) /di'mand/ v. 1. to ask for with au- 
thority; claim as a right: [~ + obj]: We demanded jus- 
tice. [~ + to + verb]: | demanded to know what we had 
done wrong. [~ + (that) clause]: She demanded that we 
resign. 2. [~ + obj] to call for, need, or require as right, 
proper, or necessary: This task demands patience. —n. 
3. [count] the act of demanding. 4. [count] something 
demanded: There were demands for immediate pay 
raises. 5. [count] a necessary thing; an urgent require- 
ment: the conflicting demands of family and job. 6. 
[noncount] the desire and means to purchase goods: Ec- 
onomics Studies the amount of consumer demand. 7. 
[noncount] the state of being wanted or sought for pur- 
chase or use: an article in great demand. — Idiom. 8. 
on demand, a. upon request or presentation for pay- 
ment: The bill is payable on demand. b. when requested: 
abortion on demand. See -MAND-. 

de-mand-ing (di man/ding) /di'mandin/ adj. 1. requir- 
ing or asking for more than is generally felt by others to 
be due: a demanding teacher. 2. calling for great, inten- 
sive effort or attention: He had a demanding job. —de- 
mand/ing:ly, adv. 

de-mar-cate (di mar/kat, dé/mar kat’) /di'markeyt, 'di- 
ymar,kcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to determine 
or mark off the boundaries of: to demarcate a boundary. 
—de-mar:-ca-tion (dé/mar ka’shan) /,diymar'keyfan/ n. 
[noncount): Lines of demarcation were drawn between 
the two sides. 

de-mean (di mén/) /di'miyn/ v. [~ + obj] to lower in 
dignity or standing; debase; degrade: You demean the 
presidency by such conduct. —de-mean/ing, adj.: said 
manual labor was demeaning. 

de-mean-or (di mé/nar) /di'miynoar/ n. [noncount] con- 
duct; behavior; manner: His calm demeanor hides his 
tension. Also, esp. Brit., deemean/our. 

de-ment-ed (di men/tid) /di'mentid/ adj. crazy; insane; 
mad. 

de-mensctia (di men/’sha) /di'menfo/ n. [noncount] 1. 
severely impaired memory and reasoning ability, associ- 
ated with damaged brain tissue. 2. insanity; madness. 

de-mer-it (di merit) /di'merit/ n. [count] 1. a mark 
against a person for misconduct or failure to finish a job, 
etc.: a few demerits for his sloppy work. 2. fault; bad as- 
pect of something: the demerits of working for that com- 
pany. 

demi-, prefix. demi- comes from French, where it has 
the meaning “half.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DEMIGOD, DEMITASSE. 

dem-i-god (dem/é god’) /‘demiy,gnd/ n. [count] a being 
in mythology who is partly divine and partly human. 


delude to demonstrable 


dem-i-john (dem/i jon’) /‘demi,d3on/ n. [count] a large 
bottle with a short, narrow neck. 

de-mil-i-tasrize (dé mil/i ta riz’) /diy'milito,rayz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -rized, -rizeing. to deprive of military character; 
remove the military from: The UN forces stood in the de- 
militarized zone and prevented the enemies from meet- 
ing. 

de-mise (di miz’) /di'mayz/ n. [count usually singular] 
1. death: the demise of former great stars. 2. the ending 
of something, such as by failure or ruin; fall; collapse: the 
demise of the Roman Empire. See -mis-. 

dem-i-tasse (dem/i tas’, -tas’, dem/é-) /‘demi,tas, 
-tas, 'demiy-/ n. [count] a small cup for serving strong 
black coffee. 

dem:-o (dem/6) /‘demow/ n. [count], pl dem-os. 1. a 
tape recording of a new song or unknown performer, dis- 
tributed for demonstration purposes. 2. a car used for 
demonstration: The demo we drove handled poorly. 

demo-, prefix. demo-, like pem-, comes from Greek, 
where it has the meaning “people, population.” This 
meaning is found in such words as: DEMOCRACY, DEMOGRA- 
PHY. 

de-mo-bi-lize (dé mō/bə liz’) /diy'mowba,layz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -lized, -liz-ing. to disband (troops); to discharge (a 
person) from military service: The soldiers waited to be 
demobilized. —de-mo-bi-li-za-tion (dë mō/bə lə za/- 
shan) /diy,mowbola'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] See -mos-. 

de-moc-ra-cy (di mok/ra sé) /di'mnkroasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 
1. [noncount] government by the people; a form of gov- 
ernment in which the supreme power rests with the peo- 
ple and is used directly by them or by their elected 
agents under a free electoral system. 2. [count] a state, 
country, or nation having such a form of government. 3. 
[noncount] a state or condition of society in which there 
is formal equality of rights and privileges: democracy in 
the workplace. 

dem-o-crat (dem/s krat’) /‘dema,krat/ n. [count] 1. an 
advocate of democracy. 2. a person who believes in po- 
litical or social equality. 3. [Democrat] a member of the 
Democratic Party. 

dem:-o-crat-ic (dem/ə krat/ik) /,demo'kretik/ also 
dem/o-crat/i-cal, adj. 1. relating to, or of the nature 
of, democracy or a democracy: a democratic govern- 
ment. 2. relating to or characterized by political or social 
equality: democratic principles of electing delegates. 3. 
calling for or supporting democracy: democratic rallies in 
support of the overthrow of communism. 4. [before a 
noun, Democratic] of, relating to, or characteristic of the 
Democratic Party. —dem/o-crat/i-cal-ly, adv. 

Dem/ocrat/ic Par/’ty, n. [proper noun; the + ~] one 
of the two major political parties in the U.S. 

de-moc-rastize (di mok/ra tiz’) /di'mokra,tayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -tized, -tiz-ing. to make democratic: The union de- 
cided to democratize its voting procedures. —de-moc- 
ractieza-tion (di mok/ra ta zā/shən) /dismnkrata'zeyfon/ 
n. [poncount): calling for the democratization of the labor 
unions. 

demography (di mog’rə fē) /di'mngrofiy/ n. [non- 
count] the science of vital and social statistics of popula- 
tions. —de-mog/ra-pher, n. [count]: Demographers 
were studying the census data carefully. —dem-o-graph- 
ic (dem/ə grafik) /,demoa'grafik/ adj.: demographic 
trends in the U.S. —dem/o-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. —dem/- 
o-graph/ics, n. [plurah: the demographics of the immi- 
grant population, See -GRAPH-. 

de-mol-ish (di mol/ish) /di'molif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to de- 
stroy or tear down (a building): They are going to demol- 
ish the old apartment building where | grew up. 2. to put 
an end to; destroy: Those arguments will demolish any- 
thing his lawyer has to say. 

dem-o-li-tion (dem/a lish’an) /,dema'lifan/ n. 1. the act 
of knocking down or demolishing: [noncount]: the army 
expert in demolition. [count]: demolitions in the down- 
town area. 2. [noncount] the act of putting an end to: 
the dernolition of my arguments by her rebuttal. 

demon (dé/man) /'diymən/ n. [count] 1. an evil spirit; 
fiend: a ceremony to exorcise demons from the haunted 
house. 2. a wicked or cruel person. 3. one with great en- 
ergy: a demon for work. —desmon:ic (di mon/ik) 
/di'monik/ adj. 

de-mornisac (di md/né ak’) /di'mowniy,xk/ adj. Also, 
de-mosni-a-cal (dé/ma niə kal) /,diymoa'nayokal/. 1. of, 
relating to, or like a demon; demonic. 2. possessed by 
or as if by a demon; raging; wild. —de’mo-ni/a-calely, 
adv. 

de-mon-stra-ble (di mon/stra bal) /di'monstrabal/ adj. 
capable of being demonstrated: a demonstrable lie. 


demonstrate to deny 


—de-mon/straebly, adv.: a demonstrably false argiu- 
ment. 

dem-on-strate (dem/ən strat’) /‘demon,streyt/ v., 
-strat-ed, -strat-ing. 1. to describe, explain, or illustrate 
by examples; teach; show: [~ + obj]: demonstrated the 
proper method of fastening the parachute. [~ + clause]: 
demonstrated how to fire the rifle. 2. to make evident or 
establish by reasoning; prove: [~ + obj]: This demon- 
strates my point. [~ + (that) clause]: demonstrated that 
time had to be the fourth dimension. 3. [~ + obj] to 
display openly or publicly: The firefighters dernonstrated 
great courage. 4. [~ + obj] to exhibit the operation or 
use of (a product), esp. to a prospective customer: going 
door to door, demonstrating vacuum cleaners. 5. [no 
obj] to make, give, or take part in a demonstration: dem- 
onstrating against the new quotas. See -MONSTR-. 
—Related Words. DEMONSTRATE iS a verb, DEMONSTRATIVE 
is an adjective, DEMONSTRATION is a noun: Let me demon- 
strate how this works. He's very demonstrative, he always 
hugs his children. There was a demonstration against the 
war. 

dem-on-stra-tion (deman stra’shan) /,demon'streyfon/ 
n. [conn 1. exhibition, display, or illustration that shows 
how something works: a demioristration of the new man- 
ufacturing process. 2. an example or series of examples 
that provides proof of something, as of a theory: a con- 
vincing demonstration. 3. a showing or expressing of 
emotion: demonstrations of affection. 4. a march or pub- 
lic show of strong opinion: a Imge demonstration in the 
city’s main square. 

de-mon:stra-tive (da mon/stra tiv) /da'monstrativ/ adj. 
1. showing openly one’s emotions: a demonstrative par- 
ent. 2. indicating or singling out the thing referred to: 
The word this is a demonstrative pronoun and adjective. 
—n. [count] 3. a demonstrative word, as this or there. 

dem-on-stra-tor (dem/an stra’tar) /‘'demon,streytor/ n. 
[count] 1. a person or thing that demonstrates. 2. a per- 
son who takes part in a public demonstration, as by 
marching or picketing. 

de-mor-al-eize (di m6r/a liz’, -mor/-) /di'mora,layz, 
-‘mor-/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to deprive (someone) 
of spirit, courage, or discipline; destroy the morale of: 
The terrible defeat demoralized the army. —de+-mor-al-is 
za-tion (di môr/ə lə za/shan, -mor/-) /di,morala'zeyfan, 
-mpr-/ n. {noncount): nationwide demoratization. —de- 
mor/al-ized, adj.: The demoralized army trudged home 
after the defeat. —de-mor/al-iz-ing, adj.: suffered a de- 
moralizing defeat. See -MOR-. 

demote (di mot’) /di'mowt/ v. [~ + obj], -moteed, 
-mot-ing. to reduce to a lower grade or rank: demoted 
to the rank of private. —de-mo-tion (di m6/shan) 
/di'mowfoan/ n. [nonconnt]: Anyone breaking this ritle is 
threatened with demotion. [count]: I'd suffered several 
demotions. See -MOT-. 

demur (di mdr’) /di'ms3r/ v., -murred, -mur-ring, n. 
—v. 1. to object; take exception: [0 obj]: The majority 
were in favor, birt a few demurred. [~ + at + obj): They 
demurred at the thought of murder. —n. {noncount) 2. 
hesitation: following any order without demur. —de- 
mur/’ral, n. [connut] 

demure (di myčr/) /dı'myvr/ adj., -mur-er, -mur-est. 
characterized by shyness and modesty: a demre sniile. 
—de-mure“ly, adv. 

den (den) /den/ n. [count] 1. the home or shelter of a 
wild animal: the lion's den. 2. a room in a home provid- 
ing an informal atmosphere for conversation, reading, 
etc. 

den-drite (den/drit) /'dendrayt/ n. [count] a branching 
part of a nerve cell that carries impulses toward the cell 
body. 

denial (di nial) /di'nayəl/ u. 1. [count] an assertion 
that another statement is false: issued a deniat of the 
story. 2. [noncount] a refusal to believe in the existence 
of a thing: He's in denial; he refuses to recognize that his 
brother is a liar. 3. {uoucount) the refusal to accept a 
claim or request: denial of the most basic civil liberties. 

den-i-grate (den/i grat’) /‘demygreyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-grat-ed, -grat-ing. to speak damagingly of; degrade the 
character of: to denigrate sonieone’s cliaracter. —den-i- 
gra-tion (den/i gra’shan) /,deni'greyJfan/ nm. {roncournt): 
the continual deuigration of their political opponerits. 

den-im (denam) /‘denom/ n. 1. [nonconnt] a heavy fab- 
ric of cotton woven with white and blue threads, used 
esp. for jeans. 2. denims, [plural; used witli a plural 
verb] trousers made of denim; jeans: The deninis were 
huug on the line after they were washed. 
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den-iezen (den’a zən) /'denəzən/ n. [cont] an inhabit- 
ant; resident: the denizens of the inner cities. 

de-nomeiena-tion (di nom/s na/shan) /di,nomo'neyfan/ 
n. [count] 1. a religious group: To what denomination 
does he belong? 2. a grade or degree in a series of 
standards: had a few bills of various denominations in his 
wallet: singles, fives, and twenties. 3. a name or designa- 
tion, esp. one for a class of things. —de-nom/i-na/- 
tion-al, adj. See -Nom-?. 

de-nom-i-na-tor (di noma na’ter) /di'noma,neytor/ n. 
[count] the term of a fraction, usually written under or af- 
ter the line, that indicates the number of equal parts into 
which the unit is divided; divisor. Compare NUMERATOR. 

de-no-ta-tion (dé/nd ta’shan) /,diynow'teyfon/ n. 
[count] the specific meaning of a word or expression. 
Compare CONNOTATION. See -NOTA-. 

de-note (di not’) /di'nowt/ v. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + 
obj], -not-ed, -not-ing. to indicate clearly: A fever often 
denotes an infection. See -NOTA-. 

de-noue-ment (da’/noo män’) /,decynuw'md/ n. [connt] 
1. the final resolution of a plot, such as of a drama or 
novel. 2. the outcome or resolution of a series of occur- 
rences. 

de-nounce (di nouns’) /di'‘nawns/ v. [~ + obj (+ as + 
obj), -nounced, -nounc-ing. 1. to condemn strongly, 
openly, or publicly: denounced the plan as a waste of 
money. 2. to make a formal accusation against (some- 
one), such as to the police or in a court: They denounced 
him (as a criminal) to the potice. See -NOUNCE-. 

dense (dens) /dens/ adj., dens-er, dens-est. 1. having 
parts closely packed together; crowded: a dense forest. 
2. stupid; slow-witted. 3. thick; intense; difficult to see 
through: a very dense fog. 4. difficult to understand: 
dense writing. —dense/ly, adv. —dense/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

den-si-ty (den/si tē) /‘densitiy/ n., pl -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the state or quality of being dense: the density of 
the prose. 2. [count] the average number of inhabitants 
per unit of area: a population density of 100 persons per 
square mite. 3. (count) Physics. the relation of mass to 
volume; mass per unit volume: a density of 15 cubic cen- 
timeters per gram. 4. {noncount] a measure of how 
much data can be stored in a given amount of space on 
a disk, tape, or other computer storage medium: a high- 
density disk. 5. [noncount] great stupidity or dullness. 

dent (dent) /dent/ n. [count] 1. a depression in a sur- 
face, such as from a blow: a few dents on the fender. 2. 
a noticeable effect, esp. of reduction: a dent in one’s 
pride. 3. slight progress: | haven't made a dent in this 
pile of work. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to make a dent in or on: 
dented the front end of the car. S. [no obj] to become 
dented: The car dents much too easily. 6. [~ + obj] to 
have the effect of reducing or slightly injuring: The sar- 
castic rernark dented my ego. 

-dent-, root. -dent- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “tooth.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DENTAL, DENTIFRICE, DENTIST, DENTISTRY, DENTURE. 

den-tal (den/tl) /‘dentl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or re- 
lating to the teeth: dental care. 2. of or relating to den- 
tistry or a dentist: a dental surgeon. See -OENT-. 

densti-frice (den/’ta fris) /‘dentofris/ n. [noncount] a 
paste or other preparation for cleaning the teeth. See 
-DENT-. 

den-tist (den/tist) /‘dentist/ n. [count] a person whose 
profession is the care and treatment of teeth. —denstist- 
ry (den/tis tré) /'dentistriy/ n. [noncount] See -DENT-. 

den-ture (den/char) /‘dentfor/ n. [count] 1. an artificial 
replacement of one or more teeth. 2. Often dentures. 
[plural a replacement set of all the teeth of one or both 
jaws: He takes ont his dentures at night. See -OENT-. 

de-nude (di nddd’, -nyd6d/) /di'nuwd, -'nyuwd/ v. [~ + 
obj), -nud-ed, -nud-ing. to make naked or bare; remove 
the covering of; strip: The storm denuded many trees. 

de-nun:-ci-a-tion (di nun/sé a/shan, -shé-) 
/di,nansiy'cyfan, -fiy-/ u. an act or instance of denounc- 
ing: (count: a denunciation of dishonest government. 
{uorncount): a lot of ties and denunciation. See -NOUNCE-, 
-NUNC-. 

deeny (di ni’) /di'nay/ v., -nied, -ny-ing. 1. to state that 
(something) is not true: [~ + obj]: ready to deny any ac- 
cusation. [~ + verb-ing): He denied miaking such a 
statement. [~ + (that) clause]: He denied that he had 
ever niade such a statement. 2. [~ + obj] to refuse to 
agree to or go along with: The inion decided to deny my 
petition. 3. to withhold something from someone; refuse 
to grant a request of; refuse to give: [~ + obj]: to deny 
access to inforniation. [~ + obj + obj): + could never 
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deny her anything. —de-ni/a-ble, adj. —de-ni-a-bil-i-ty 
(di ni’a bili tē) /di,nayo'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 

de-o-dor-ant (dé dər ant) /diy'owdərənt/ n. 1. a sub- 
stance for reducing odors: [noncount]: He wore deodor- 
ant but it wasn't effective in that heat. (count): a totally 
new deodorant. —adj. (before a noun] 2. capable of de- 
stroying odors: a deodorant spray. 

de-o-dor-ize (dé də riz’) /diy'owda,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -izeing. to rid of unpleasant odor: a chemical that 
cleans and deodorizes rooms. —de-0/dor-iz/er, n. 
[count]: a roon deodorizer. 

de-ox’y-ri/bo-nu-cle’ic acid (dé ok/si ri”bd ndo- 
klē/ik, -kla/-, -nydo-) /diy'oksi'raybownuw'kliyik, -'kley-, 
-nyuw-/ n. See DNA. 

de-part (di part’) /di'part/ v. 1. to go away; leave: [no 
obj): The train never departs on time. [~ + from + obj]: 
This train departs from Grand Central Station. (~ + obj): 
Your train departs Stockholm at 0600 and arrives at Oslo 
at 16:30. 2. [~ + from + obj) to be different; differ; di- 
verge: Our method departs from theirs in several 
respects. 3.[~ + from + obj] to pass away; die: He de- 
parted from this life at an early age. See -PAR-. 

de-part-ed (di part/id) /di'partid/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) dead: our departed brother. —n. 2. the departed, 
(count; the + ~; used with a singular or plural verb] a 
dead person: The departed led a good life. 

de-part-ment (di part’mant) /di'partmont/ n. [count] 1. 
a part of a larger structure; a division or branch, as of 
business: assigned to a new department. 2. (usually sin- 
gular] one’s special area of activity, expertise, or respon- 
sibility: Tax questions are just not my department. —de- 
partemen-tal (di part men/tl, dé/pdrt-) /dipart'mentl, 
\diypart-/ adj. See -par-. 

de-part-men-tal-ize (di part men/tl iz’, dé/part-) /dip- 
art'mentl,ayz, ,diypart-/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to 
divide into departments: They departmentalized the busi- 
ness to achieve greater efficiency. —de-part-men-tal-i- 
zation (di part mentil ə za/’shan, dé/part-) /dip- 
art,mentlo'zeyfan, ,diypart-/ n. [noncount) 

depart/ment store’, n. [count] a large store that sells 
a variety of goods organized by departments. 

de-par-ture (di par/char) /di'partfor/ n. an act or in- 
stance of departing: [count]: There are ten departures 
daily. [(noncount): Our departure is at seven a.m. See 
-PAR-. 

de-pend (di pend’) /di'pend/ v. 1. [~ + on/upon + obj) 
to rely on; place trust in: You may depend on our tact. 2. 
[~ + omupon] to rely on for support or help: Farmers 
depend upon the rain and the weather forecast. 3. (not: 
be + ~-ing; ~ + on/upon] to be determined by; to be 
conditioned by: Our plans depend on the weather. 4. 
(not: be + ~-ing; no obj; it + ~ to be undecided; to be 
undetermined; to be pending: Are you going to the 
party? —It depends; | may not. That all depends; are you 
going? See -PEND-. —Related Words. oePeEno is a verb, 
DEPENDABLE iS an adjective, DEPENDENT is an adjective and 
a noun, DEPENDENCE is a noun: / Anew | could depend on 
you to help me. You are very dependable. His children 
are dependent on him for support. He listed his children 
as dependents on his tax form. The teenagers still 
showed great dependence on their parents. 

de-pend:a-ble (di pen/’da bal) /di'pendabal/ adj. worthy 
of trust; reliable: a dependable employee. —de-pend:-ae 
bil-i-ty (di pen/da bil4i tē) /di,penda'bilitiy/ n. (noncount) 
—de-pend/arbly, adv. See -PEND-. 

de-pend-ence (di pen/dans) /di'pendans/ n. (noncount] 
1. the state of relying on someone or something for aid 
or support: the dependence on the West for luxury items. 
2. reliance; trust: dependence on religion. 3. the state of 
being a condition for something to follow: the depend- 
ence of an effect upon a cause. 4. the state of being psy- 
chologically or physiologically dependent on a drug: the 
frightening dependence on drugs. Sometimes, de-pend’- 
ance. See -PEND-. 

de-pend-en-cy (di pen’dan sé) /di'pendonsiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount)] the state of being dependent: drug 
dependency. 2. [count] a subject territory that is not an 
essential part of the ruling country. Sometimes, de. 
pend/an-cy. See -PEND-. 

de-pend-ent (di pen/dant) /di'pendant/ adj. 1. relying 
on someone or something else for aid or support: de- 
pendent on her parents until she got a job. 2. [be + ~ 
+ on + obj] conditioned or determined by something 
else; contingent: Our trip is dependent on the weather, 
3. used only in connection with other forms, not in isola- 
tion; subordinate. In the sentence / walked out when the 
bell rang, the clause when the bell rang is a dependent 
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clause. Compare INDEPENDENT (def. 8). —n. [count] 4. a 
person, such as a child, who depends on someone for 
aid or support: Our children are no longer listed as de- 
pendents on our tax forms. Often, esp. for def. 4, dee 
pend/ant. —de-pend/ent-ly, adv. 

de-per-soneal-ize (dé piir’sa ni iz’) /diy'psrsanl,ayz/ v. 
(~ + obj], -ized, -izing. to make impersonal; to take 
away the personality of: a registration systern that deper- 
sonalizes students by referring to them by nurnbers. 

de-pict (di pikt’) /di'pikt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to represent by 
or as if by painting or drawing: depicted Napoleon with 
his hand inside his shirt. 2. (~ + obj + as + noun/ 
adjective] to represent or characterize in words; describe: 
The story depicts the hero as an evil opportunist. 

de-pic-tion (di pik’shan) /di'pikfan/ n. [count] a de- 
scription, either written or by drawing or painting. 

de-pil-a-toery (di pila tôr/ē, -tor/é) /di'pilo,toriy, 
-towriy/ adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. (before a noun) 1. ca- 
pable of removing hair: depilatory cream for the legs. 
—n. [count] 2. a liquid or cream for temporarily remov- 
ing unwanted hair from the body. 

de-plane (dé plan’) /diy'pleyn/ v. [no obj), -planed, 
-plan-ing. to disembark from an airplane. 

de-plete (di plét’) /di'pliyt/ v. [~ + obj), -plet-ed, -plet- 
ing. to decrease badly; use up the supply of: The 
drought has seriously depleted our water supply. —de- 
ple-tion (di plé’shan) /di'pliyfan/ n. [noncount]: We were 
faced with the depletion of our supplies just before the 
battle. See -Ptet-. 

de-plor-asble (di plér’a bal, -plér’-) /dı'plərəbəl, 
-'plowr-/ adj. causing or being a subject for grief or re- 
gret; lamentable: deplorable living conditions. 

de-plore (di plér’, -plor’) /di'plor, -'plowr/ v. [~ + obj], 
-plored, -plor-ing. 1. to regret deeply or strongly; la- 
ment: We deplore what our own soldiers have done. 2. 
to express strong disapproval of; condemn; censure: de- 
plored the action taken against his country. 

de-ploy (di ploi’) /di'ploy/ v. [~ + obj] to arrange or 
move into position esp. for battle: to deploy missiles. 
—de-ploy’ment, n. (noncount): Troop deployment was 
efficiently accomplished. (count): a deployment that ex- 
poses his right flank. See -ptoy-. 

de-pop-u-late (dé pop/ya |at’) /diy'popya,leyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to remove or reduce the popula- 
tion of: cities depopulated by plagues. —de-pop-u:la: 
tion (dé pop’ya la’%shan) /diy,popya'leyfan/ n. (non- 
count]: widespread depopulation of the agricultural re- 
gion. See -pop-. 

de-port (di port’, -pdrt’) /di'port, -'powrt/ v. l. [~ + 
obj) to expel (an alien) from a country; banish: The fed- 
eral authorities deported him for illegal entry. 2. [~ + 
oneself] to behave in a particular manner; to carry one- 
self in a certain way: The young children deported them- 
selves perfectly. —de-por-ta-tion (dé/pdr ta’shan, -pGr-) 
/,diypor'teyfan, -powr-/ n. [moncount): faced with imme- 
diate deportation. (count): increases in the mimber of 
deportations. See -PORT-. 

de-portement (di port?mant, -port/-) /di'portmont, 
-'‘powrt-/ n. [noncount) conduct; behavior. See -PORT-. 

de-pose (di p6z/) /di'powz/ v. [~ + obj], -posed, -pos- 
ing. to remove from office or position, esp. high office: 
The nobles deposed the king. See -pos-. 

de-pos:it (di poz/it) /di'pnzit/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to put or 
place (something) for safekeeping, esp. in a bank ac- 
count: He deposited the fifty dollars in his savings ac- 
count, 2. to deliver and leave (an item): He deposited his 
suitcases in the locker. 3. to insert (a coin) in a coin- 
operated device: Deposit exact change. 4. to put or set 
down, esp. carefully: She deposited the baby in the crib. 
5. to lay or throw down by a natural process: The river 
deposited soil at its mouth. 6. to give as security (for): 
We deposited $500 on the new car. —n. [count] 7. a. an 
instance of placing money in a bank account: You can 
make a deposit at any branch office. b. the money 
placed there: a deposit of over $1,000. 8. anything given 
as security or in partial payment: a bottle deposit of five 
cents. 9. something left or thrown down, such as by a 
natural process: a deposit of rich soil left by the flood. 
10. a naturally occurring accumulation or pile, esp. of oil 
or ore: gold deposits in the river. —de-pos/i-tor, n. 
[count]: Bank depositors will use the new branch office. 
See -POs-. 

dep-o-si-tion (dep’a zish’an) /,depa'zifon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] removal from an office or position: the deposition 
of the dictator, 2. [noncount) something deposited, such 
as soil or minerals, by a natural process; the act or proc- 
ess of this: soi! deposition over the centuries. 3. [count] 
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a statement under oath, taken down in writing, to be 
used in court. See -Pos-. 

de-pos-i-toery (di poz/i tôr/ē, -tor’é) /di'pozi,toriy, 
-,towriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a place where something is 
deposited, as for safekeeping: the night depository of a 
bank. See -Pos-. 

de-pot (dē/pō) /'diypow/ n. [count] 1. a railroad or bus 
station. 2. a. a place in which supplies are stored. b. a 
place where recruits are received, Classified, and sent out 
as replacements. 

de-prave (di prav’) /di'preyv/ v. [~ + obj], -praved, 
-prav-ing. to make evil; corrupt. —de-praved/’, adj. 
—de-prav-i-ty (di prav/i tē) /di'praevitiy/ n. [noncount; 
count) pl. -ties. 

dep-re-cate (dep/ri kat’) /‘depri,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to express disapproval of; urge rea- 
sons against. 2. to speak of as having little value; belittle. 
—dep/re-ca’ting, adj. —dep-re-ca-tion (dep/ri ka/- 
shen) /,depri'keyfan/ n. [noncount] —dep-re-ca-to-ry 
(dep/ri kə tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /‘deprika,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 

de-pre-ci-ate (di pré/shé at’) /di'priySiy,cyt/ v., -ateed, 
-at-ing. 1. [no obj) (of money, etc.) to decline or fall in 
value: The car depreciated in value. 2. [~ + obj] to re- 
duce or lower the value of: Inflation has depreciated the 
country’s currency. —de-pre-ciea-tion (di pré/she a/- 
shan) /di,priyfiy'eyfon/ n. [voncount) See -PRECI-. 

de-press (di pres’) /di'pres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make sad 
or gloomy; sadden: Her sad news depressed me. 2. to 
lower in amount or value; lessen; weaken: to depress the 
economy. 3. to put into a lower position; press down: 
Depress the brake pedal. —de-press/ive, adj. See 
-PRESS-. —-Related Words. DEPRESS is a verb, DEPRESSED 
and DEPRESSING are adjectives, DEPRESSION is a noun: 
Crime stories depress me. I'm very depressed. Those 
stories are depressing. She is suffering from depression. 

de-pres-:sant (di pres’ant) /di'presant/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. tending to slow the activity of one or more bod- 
ily systems: depressant drugs. —n. [count] 2. a drug or 
other agent that reduces extremes of emotion like irrita- 
bility or excitement; a sedative: They treated him with de- 
pressants. See -PRESS-. 

de-pressed (di prest’) /di'prest/ adj. sad or gloomy; 
lowered in spirits: felt depressed after failing the test. 

de-press-ing (di pres/ing) /di'presin/ adj. causing 
gloominess or a lowering of spirits: depressing news 
about the economy. 

de-pres-sion (di presh’an) /di'prefan/ n. 1. [count] a 
depressed or sunken place or part; an area lower than 
the surrounding surface: a depression in the carpet 
where the lamp had stood. 2. [noncount] sadness; de- 
jection, esp. sadness greater and longer than considered 
normal: suffered from long periods of depression. 3. 
[count] a period during which business, employment, 
and stock-market values fall; a decline in the economy: 
In the 1930's the world experienced a severe depression. 
4. [count] an area of low air pressure in the atmosphere: 
a tropical depression in Bermuda. See -PRESS-. 

de-prive (di priv’) /di'prayyv/ v. [~ + obj + of + obj), 
-prived, -priv-ing. to keep (someone) from having or 
enjoying something; keep or prevent (someone) from 
having or using: to deprive a child of affection. —deperi- 
vation (dep’ra va/shan) /,depra'veysan/ n. [noncount): a 
life of terrible liardship and deprivation. (count): suffering 
terrible deprivations during the war. See -PRIV-. 
de-prived (di privd’) /di'prayvd/ adj. lacking food, shel- 
ter, or money: They gave money to lielp deprived chil- 
dren. 

de-pro-gram (dé prd/gram) /diy'prowgrem/ v. [~ + 
obj), -grammed or -gramed, -gram-ming or -gram-ing. 
to free (a person) from the influence of a cult, sect, etc., 
as by intensive retraining. 

dept., an abbreviation of: 1. department. 2. deputy. 
depth (depth) /dep0/ nu. 1. a distance measured from the 
surface of something downward, or from the front back- 
ward or inward: [oncournt): The lake was 300 feet in 
depth. (count): The subsiarine dove to a depth of 300 
feet. At deptlis below thirty feet my cars begin to pop. 2. 
[noncount] the quality of being complex or difficult to un- 
derstand: a question of great deptli. 3. [noncournt] grav- 
ity; seriousness: explained the depth of the crisis facing 
the state. 4. [moncourit] intensity, such as of silence or 
color: a drawing with depth and richitess of color. 5. 
[noncount] \owness of tonal pitch: te deptli of a voice. 
6. the amount of a person’s intelligence, insight, or emo- 
tion: [count]: showed a remarkable deptli of uriderstarnd- 
ing for one so young. (norncount): the depth of one’s 
feelings. 7. depths, [plura/] the deepest, farthest, or in- 
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nermost part: the depths of the forest. 8. Usually, 
depths. [plurali] a low intellectual or moral condition: 
How could he sink to such depths? 9. [noncount) the 
strength of a team’s lineup of substitute players: /t’s the 
depth of the bench that wins championships. —-Idiom. 
10. in depth, extensively; thoroughly: The committee 
studied the problem in depth. 11. out of or beyond 
one’s depth, beyond one’s knowledge or capability: He's 
out of his depth on that assignment. 

depth’ charge’, n. [count] an explosive device used 
underwater, esp. against submarines, and set to go off at 
a certain depth. Also called depth’ bomb’. 

dep-u-ta-tion (dep’ya ta’shan) /\depyə'teyfən/ n. 
[count] a body of persons appointed to represent an- 
other: The president met the deputation at the door. See 
-PUTE-. 

dep-urtize (dep/ya tiz’) /‘depyo,tayz/ v., -tized, -tiz-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to appoint as deputy: The boss deputized 
me to speak for her in her absence. 2. (no obj) to substi- 
tute for someone: Can you deputize for me tomorrow? 

dep-u-ty (dep/yə tē) /‘depyotiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 1. a 
person appointed to act as a substitute for another: the 
boss's deputy. 2. a person appointed or elected as assis- 
tant to a public official, serving as successor in the event 
of a vacancy: The ambassador sent his deputy to see us. 
3. a person representing a group of voters in certain law- 
making bodies. —adj. [before a noun] 4. appointed, 
elected, or serving as an assistant: the deputy secretary 
of foreign affairs. See -PUTE-. 

de-rail (dé ral’) /diy'reyl/ v. 1. (of a train, etc.) to (cause 
to) run off the rails of a track: [no obj]: When the train 
derailed it was going at 100 mph. [~ + obj): The train 
was derailed when it sped off the curve. 2. [~ + obj) to 
cause to be deflected or moved away from a purpose or 
course of direction: A skiing accident derailed her danc- 
ing career, —de-rail/ment, n. [count] 

de-rail-leur (di rā/lər) /di'reylor/ n. [count] a gear- 
shifting mechanism on a bicycle that shifts the chain 
from one gear wheel to another. 

de-ranged (di ranjd’) /di'reynd3d/ adj. made insane; 
demented. —de-range/ment, n. [noncount] 

Der-by (dûr/bē) /‘darbiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies. 1. any of 
certain important horse races, esp. the Kentucky Derby, 
that are held every year. 2. [derby] a race or contest, 
usually one open to all who wish to enter. 3. [derby] a 
man’s stiff felt hat with rounded crown and narrow brim; 
bowler. 

de-reg-u-late (dé reg/ya lat’) /diy'regya,leyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to halt or reduce government reg- 
ulation of: to deregulate the airline industry. —de-reg-ue 
la-tion (dé reg’ya la’shan) /diy,regya'leyfon/ n. [non- 
count] See -REG-. 

der-e-lict (der’a likt) /‘deralikt/ adj. 1. [often before a 
noun] left or deserted; abandoned: a derelict ship. 2. ne- 
glecting duty; delinquent: fired for being derelict in his 
duties. —n. [count] 3. a person who has no home or 
means of support; vagrant. 4. any abandoned posses- 
sion, as a vessel left in open water. 

der-e-lic-tion (der’a lik’shan) /,dera'likfan/ n. [non- 
count) deliberate neglect; delinquency: dereliction of 
duty. 

de-ride (di rid’) /di'rayd/ v. {~ + obj], -rid-ed, -rid-ing. 
to laugh at in contempt; mock: They derided his plan for 
saving money. 

derriesion (di rizh’an) /di'rizan/ n. [noncount] the act of 
deriding; contempt: an object of derision. —derri-sive 
(di siv) /di'raysiv/ adj.: derisive laughter. —de-eri/sive- 
ly, adv. 

der-ieva-tion (der/a va/shan) /,dera'veyfan/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act of deriving or the state of being de- 
tived: the derivation of new plastics from chemicals. 2. 
source; origin: a dance of German derivation. 3. the 
process of adding a prefix or suffix to the base form of a 
word, thereby forming a new word: The process of deri- 
vation forms the word assignment, a noun, from assign, 
a verb. Compare INFLECTION. 

de-riv-a-tive (di riv’a tiv) /di'rivativ/ adj. 1. not origi- 
nal; coming from something earlier: His music was deriv- 
ative and not innovative enough. —n. (count) 2. some- 
thing derived or developed from something else, such as 
a word that has come from another. 

derive (di riv’) /di'rayv/ v., -rived, -riveing. 1. [~ + obj 
+ from + obj] to receive from another source; gain; 
glean: derives great satisfaction from her children. 2. to 
come from or trace from a source or origin: [ ~ + obj + 
front + obj): We can derive the word deduct from Latin. 
[~ + front + obj]: The word deduct derives from Latin. 
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-derm-, root. -derm- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “skin.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DERMATITIS, DERMATOLOGY, DERMIS, HYPODERMIC, PACHY- 
DERM, TAXIDERMY. 

der-masti-tis (dûr/mə ti/tis) /,dsrmoa'taytis/ n. [ron- 
count] a rash or inflammation of the skin. See -perm-. 

der-ma-tol-o-gy (diir’ma tolə jé) /,darma'tolad3iy/ n. 
[noncount] the branch of medicine dealing with the skin 
and its diseases. —deremarto-log-i-cal (dûr/mə tl oj/i- 
kəl) /,d3rmat!'nd3ikal/ adj. —der-ma-tol-o-gist (dûr/mə- 
tol’a jist) /,darma'tolod3ist/ n. [count] See -DERM-. 

der-mis (dur/mis) /‘darmts/ n. [noncount] the thick layer 
of skin beneath the epidermis. See -DERM-. 

de-rog-a-to-ry (di rog’a tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /di'rnga,toriy, 
- towrly/ adj. unfavorable; unflattering; belittling: a de- 
rogatory remark. See -ROGA-. 

der-rick (der/ik) /‘derik/ n. [count] 1. a crane for lifting 
cargo, such as on a ship. 2. a framework like a tower 
over an oil well. 

der-ri-ére or derriere 
[count] the buttocks; rump. 

der-rin-ger (derin jar) /‘derind3or/ n. [count] an old, 
short-barreled pocket pistol. 

de-sal-i-nate (dé sal/o nat’) /diy'swlo,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. DESALT. —de-sal-iena-tion (dé sal’a nā/shən) 
/diy sxla'neyfan/ n. [noncourit] 

de-salt (dé sdlt’) /diy'solt/ v. [~ + obj] to remove the 
salt from (esp. sea water), usually to make it drinkable. 

de-scend (di send’) /di'send/ v. 1. to go from a higher 
to a lower place, level, or series: [n0 obj): The elevator 
descended rapidly to the bottom floor. (~ + obj]: She 
Slowly descended the Stairs. 2. (no obj] to slope, tend, or 
lead downward: The path descends to the pond. 3. {~ + 
from + obj) to be derived from something in the past: 
This festival descends from a rite of my ancestors. 4. [~ 
+ on/upor + obj) to attack or approach as if attacking: 
Thrill-seekers descended upon the scene of the crime. 5. 
[7 + on + obj) to fall or settle down on people, as or as 
if a cloud: Silence descended on the audience. 6. [~ + 
to + obj] to come down from a certain standard or level 
of behavior; stoop: You must never descerid to such 
bickering. See -SCEND-. 

de-scend-ant (di sen/dant) /di'sendont/ n. [count] one 
descended from a certain ancestor; an offspring: a de- 
scendant of the kings of Ireland. Compare ANCESTOR. 

de-scended (di sen/did) /di'sendid/ adj. [be + ~ + 
from) having a certain ancestor or ancestry: We are de- 
scended from the kings of Ireland. 

de-scent (di sent’) /di'sent/ n. 1. [count] the act, proc- 
ess, or fact of descending: The spectators watched the 
descent of the balloon. 2. [count] a downward inclination 
or slope: a gradual descent to the lake. 3. [noncount] 
ancestry; the line tracing births to an ancestor: He traces 
his descent to a small village in Thrace. See -SCEND-. 

de-scribe (di skrib’) /di'skrayb/ v., -scribed, -scrib-ing. 
1. to tell in words what something is like: [~ + obj]: to 
describe an accident in detail. (~ + clause]: Can you de- 
scribe what lie did next? 2. to pronounce or represent; 
characterize by adding a word or phrase: [~ + obj + as 
+ noun): | would describe him as a tyrant. [~ + obj + 
as + adjective]: I'd describe the house as run-down. 3. 
[~ + obj] to draw or trace the outline of: fo describe an 
arc with a pencil. See -SCRIB-. 

de-scrip-tion (di skrip’shan) /di'skripfan/ n. 1. [count] 
a statement or an account that describes: provided the 
police with a description of the killer. 2. (rroncount] the 
act or method of describing: A police officer develops 
good powers of observation and description. 3. (count; 
usually singular] sort; kind; variety: She liked dogs of 
every description. —de-scrip-tive (di skrip/tiv) 
/di'skriptiv/ adj.. She wrote a descriptive essay of lier fa- 
vorite place. —de-scrip’tive-ly, adv. See -SCRIB-. 

des-e-crate (des/i krat’) /‘desi,kreyt/ v. [~ + obj). 
-crat-ed, -crat-ing. to violate by treating with disrespect; 
defile: desecrated the building by painting swastikas on 
the walls. —des-e-cra-tion (des‘i kra’shan) 
/ desi'kreyfan/ n. [noncount] 

de-seg-re-gate (dé seg/ri gat’) /diy'segri,geyt/ v., 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to eliminate racial or other segrega- 
tion in: [~ + obj]: to desegregate schools. [no obj): The 
governor had promised never to desegregate. —de-seg: 
re-ga-tion (dé seg/ri ga’shan) /diy segri'geySan/ n. [non- 
count): fighting for desegregation of schools. See -GREG-. 

de-sen-si-tize (dé sen/si tiz’) /diy'sensi,tayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. 1. to lessen the sensitivity of: Con- 
stant noise can desensitize one’s hearing. 2. to make un- 
feeling or callous: citizens deserisitized to the plight of 
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the homeless. —de-senesi-ti-za-tion (dé sen/si tə za/- 
shon) /diy,senstta'zeyfan/ nu. [norcourit] 

des-ert’ (dez/art) /‘dezort/ n. [count] 1. a hot, dry, 
sandy region with little or no rain or water: Some animals 
can survive in the desert orn very little water. 2. any place 
lacking in something desirable: The town was a cultural 
desert. —adj. [before a nourn] 3. of, relating to, or like a 
desert: desert wilderness. 4 occurring or living in the 
desert: a desert palii. 5. designed or suitable for use in 
the desert. 

de-sert? (di zirt’) /di'z3rt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to leave (a 
person, etc.) without intending to return, esp. when done 
against the law or in breaking a promise: He deserted his 
wife and children. 2. (of military personnel) to run away 
from (service, etc.) with the intention of never returning: 
[~ + obj]: He deserted his platoon arid went over to the 
enemy. [no obj): He deserted in the midst of battle. 3. 
[~ + obj] to fail (someone) at a time of need: None of 
his friends had deserted him. —de-sert/er, ri. (count) 

de-sert®? (di zirt’) /di'zart/ n. [count] Often, deserts. 
[plural] reward or punishment that is deserved: He got 
his just deserts when they discovered he'd lied to every- 
one. 

de-serve (di zirv’) /di'zarv/ v. (not: be + ~ing]. 
-served, -serv-ing. to merit, be worthy of, or have a 
claim to (reward, etc.) because of actions, qualities, or 
circumstances: [~ + obj]: The teachers deserve a pay 
raise. [~ + to + verb]: A hard worker deserves to Suc- 
ceed. See -serv-!. 

de-served (di zûrvd⁄) /di'zarvd/ adj. being worthy of re- 
ward, punishment, etc.: /t was a well-deserved victory. 
—de-serv-ed-ly (dé zûr/vid lē) /diy'zarvidliy/ adv.: They 
won the race, and deservedly so. 

de-serv-ing (di zdrv/ing) /di'z3rvin/ adj. 1. worthy: He 
gave the prize money to a deserving charity. 2. deserv- 
ing of, being worthy of, or qualified for, reward, punish- 
ment, etc.: behavior deserving of praise. 

des-ic-cate (des/i kat’) /‘desi,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 
1. to (cause to) become thoroughly dry or to dry up: [no 
obj): The plants desiccated during the drought. [~ + 
obj): The hot Sun desiccated the plants. 2. to preserve 
(food) by removing moisture; dehydrate: desiccated 
foods. —des-iceca-tion (des/i ka’shan) /,desi'keyfan/ n. 
[noncount) 

de-sid-er-a-tum (di sid’a ra/tam, -ra/-) /di,sida'reytam, 
-'ra-/ n. [count], pl. -ta (-ta) /-tə/. something wanted or 
needed. 

de-sign (di zin’) /di'zayn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to prepare the 
preliminary plans for (work): The engineer designed a 
new bridge. 2. to plan and fashion (clothing, etc.) in an 
artistic or skillful way: [~ + obj]: He designed a new 
dress for the fashion show. [no obj): She designed for 
many wealthy clients. 3. (usually: be + ~-ed} to develop, 
set up, and plan for a purpose: [~ + obj]: That scholar- 
ship is designed for foreign students. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: She designed the scholarship to help foreign stu- 
dents. 4. [~ + obj] to form or make up in the mind; 
plan: The prisoner designed art intricate escape. —n. 5. 
{count} an outline, sketch, or drawing of something to be 
done or constructed: submitted designs for the new mall. 
6. the way in which something is composed, shaped, or 
made: [count]: | like the colors but not the overall de- 
Sign. (noncount): to study art and design. 7. [count] a 
pattern; a pattern of decorations: a little heart-shaped 
design on the bracelet. 8. designs, [plural a hostile or 
aggressive project, plot, or scheme: He seenis to have 
designs on my wife. See -SIGN-. 

des-ig-nate (v. dez’ig nat’; adj. -nit, -nat’) / v. 
'dezig,neyt; adj. -nit, -,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing, adj. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to mark or point out; specify: He desig- 
nated the points where we would meet. 2. [~ + obj + 
(as +) obj) to give a name or title to: The neighborhood 
was designated (as) a historic landmark area. 3. to nomi- 
nate or select; assign: [~ + obj + (as +) obj]: She was 
designated (as) the Chairperson. [~ + obj + to + verb): 
She designated me to do the work. —adj. 4. (after a 
noun] named or selected for an office or position, but 
not yet installed: named anibassador-designate until her 
formal nomination procedure was finished. —des-ig-na- 
tion (dez’ig na’shan) /,dezig'neyfan/ n. [count]: rick- 
named “pretty boy,” a designation he didn't like but en- 
dured. See -SIGN-. 

des/ignated driv/’er, n. [count] a person who abstains 
from alcoholic beverages at a gathering in order to be fit 
to drive companions home safely. 

de-sign-er (di zi’nar) /di'zaynor/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who plans or creates designs, such as for works of art: a 
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fashion designer. —adj. [before a nour) 2. created by or 
as if by an eminent designer: designer jeans. See -SIGN-. 

de-sign-ing (di zi/ning) /di'zaynin/ adj. [usually before a 
nour) scheming; crafty. See -SIGN-. 

de-sir-a-ble (di zi°r’a bal) /di'zay®rabal/ adj. 1. pleasing; 
suitable; attractive: a desirable apartment. 2. arousing 
desire, esp. sexual desire: She looked very desirable in 
that dress. 3. advisable; beneficial: a desirable law. —de+ 
sireaebil-iety (di zi°r’a bili tē) /di,zay®ra'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count) —dessir/a-bly, adv. 

de-sire (di zi*r’) /di'zay°r/ v., -sired, -sir-ing, n. —v. 
[not: be + ~-ing]1. to wish for; want or long for: [~ + 
obj): What he really desires is a raise. [~ + to + verb]: 
She desired to be a veterinarian. [~ + obj + to + verb]: 
What do you desire thein to do? 2. [~ + obj] to want 
sexually. 3. [~ + obj] to ask for; request: The mayor de- 
sires your presence at the meeting. —n. 4. [cout] a 
longing or craving: an uncontrollable desire for choco- 
fate. 5. [noncount] a strong wish to have sexual 
relations. ——-Related Words. oesire is a noun and a 
verb, DESIRABLE is an adjective: His desires cannot be 
miet. He desires to see you. That is a desirable job. 

de-sireous (di zi°r’as) /di'zay®ras/ adj. [be + ~ + of 
having or characterized by desire: desirous of fame. 

de-sist (di zist’, -sist”) /di'zist, -'sist/ v. [~ (+ from + 
obj)} to cease, such as from some action; stop: The 
company agreed to desist from false advertising. See 
-SIST-. 

desk (desk) /desk/ u. [count] 1. an article of furniture 
having a broad writing surface and drawers or compart- 
ments for papers, etc. See illustration at office. 2. the 
section of a large organization, such as a newspaper, 
having responsibility for particular operations: worked at 
the city desk. 3. a table or counter at which a specific job 
is performed or a service offered: Go to the information 
desk and see if they can help you. —adj. [before a noun) 
4. of a size or form suitable for use on a desk: a desk 
lamp. 5. done at or based on a desk: He had a boring 
desk job with no chance for exercise. 

desk-top (desk/top’) /‘desk,top/ adj. [before a noun) 
made to fit or be used on a desk or table: a desktop 
computer. 

desk/top pub/lishing, n. [noncount] the design and 
production of publications with a computer and a printer 
to generate text and graphics. 

des-o-late (adj. des/a lit; v. -lat’) / adj. 'desalit; v. -,leyt/ 
adj., v., -lat-ed, -lat-ing. —adj. 1. barren; empty of peo- 
ple; deserted: a treeless, desolate landscape. 2. feeling 
lonety or hopeless; forlorn: desolate over the loss of her 
job. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to destroy, demolish, or devastate: 
coastal towrls desolated by the storm. 4. to make sad or 
distressed: desolated by the death of their good friend. 
—des/o-late-ly, adv. —des/o-late-ness, n. [noncouiit] 
See -SOLE-. 

des-o-la-tion (des’a ta’shan) /,deso'leyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 1. an act of desolating or the state of being deso- 
lated. 2. devastation; ruin: The desolation of the town 
was caused by one bomb. 3. loneliness: feelings of deso- 
lation now that their friends have mioved away. 4. sorrow; 
grief; woe: their desolation at the death of their dog. See 
-SOLE-. 

de-spair (di spar’) /di'speor/ n. 1. [moncourit] loss of 
hope; hopelessness: He sank into despair when his busi- 
ness failed. 2. [courtt; usually singular) a source of hope- 
lessness: He's the despair of his teachers. —v. 3. to lose, 
give up, or be without hope: [0 obj]: Don't despair. [~ 
+ of + obj): to despair of humanity. 

des-patch (di spach’) /di'spwtJ/ v., I. DISPATCH. 
des-per-a-do (des’pa ra/do, -ra/-) /,despa'radow, -'rey-/ 
n. [count], pl. -does, -dos. a bold, reckless outlaw, esp. 
in the early days of the American West: desperadoes 
warited in severi states. See -SPER-. 

des-per-ate (des/par it) /‘'desparit/ adj. 1. wild, reckless, 
or dangerous because of despair: a desperate killer. 2. 
having an urgent need, desire, etc.: [be + ~ + for]: des- 
perate for attention. [be + ~ + to + verb]: desperate to 
succeed. 3. leaving little or no hope; very serious or dan- 
gerous: a desperate illness. 4 making a final effort; giv- 
ing all: a desperate atterript to save a life. 5. extreme or 
excessive: desperate need. —des/per-ate-ly, adv. See 
-SPER-. 

des-per-a-tion (des’/pa ra’shan) /,despo'reyfon/ n. 
[roncourit]) the state of being desperate: /n desperation 
they broke dowr the door and rescued the child. 
des-pi-ca-ble (des’pi ka bal, di spik/ə-) /‘despikabol, 
di'spika-/ adj. deserving to be despised: a despicable lie. 
de-spise (di spiz’) /dt'spayz/ v. [~ + obj], -spised, 


214 


-spis-ing. to look on with contempt or disdain: / de- 
spised their actions. 

de-spite (di spit’) /di'spayt/ prep. in spite of; notwith- 
standing: t failed the test despite studying alt night. 

de-spoil (di spoil’) /di'spoyl/ v. [~ + obj] to rob or take 
away anothers possessions, things of value, etc.; plun- 
der: Barbarians despoiled the northern towns. —de- 
spoil/ment, xı. [noricount) 

de-spond-en-cy (di spon’dan sé) /di'spondonsiy/ also 
de-spond/ence, n. [noncount] the state of being de- 
spondent. See -SPOND-. 

de-spond-ent (di spon/dant) /di'spondont/ adj. greatly 
saddened and depressed: H's easy to get despondent 
when your plans go wrong. —de-spond/ent-ly, adv. See 
-SPOND-. 

des-pot (des/pat, -pot) /‘despat, -pot/ n. [count] a ruler 
with absolute power; autocrat. —des-pot-ic (di spot/ik) 
/di'spotik/ adj.: a despotic tyrant. —des-pot/i-calely, 
adv. —des-pot-ism (des’pa tiz’am) /‘desps,tizom/ n. 
(noncount): Fifty years of despotism ruined the couittry. 

des-sert (di zirt’) /di'zart/ n. a sweet food, such as 
cake, served as the final course of a meal: [noricount): 
Would you like dessert? [count]: Cut back on your des- 
serts. 

des-ti-na-tion (des’ta na/shan) /,desto'neyfon/ n. 
[count] the place to which a person or thing travels or is 
sent: The train's final destination is North White Plains. 

des-tined (des/tind) /'destind/ adj. [be + ~] 1. intended 
or set apart for a purpose decided in advance: [~ + for): 
He was destined for greatness by the way he played sax- 
ophone as a kid. [~ + to + verb]: impractical ideas des- 
tined to fail 2. [~ + for] set or headed in the direction 
of: a plane destined for Los Angeles. 

destiny (des/ta nē) /‘destaniy/ n., ph -nies. 1. [courit; 
often singular] something that is to happen or that has 
happened; one’s future or fortune: Her destiny was to be 
a surgeon. 2. [noncount) the course of events thought of 
as being unavoidable, impossible to resist, and decided 
in advance; fate: It's pure destiny that we miet! 

des-ti-tute (des/ti tddt’, -tydot’) /‘destituwt, -,tyuwt/ 
adj. 1. without means to live: money for destitute farti- 
lies. 2. [be + ~ + of} deprived of or lacking: At that 
point | was destitute of feeling. —des-ti-tu-tion (des’ti- 
too/shan, -tydo/-) /,desti'tuwfon, -'tyuw-/ n. [noncount] 
See -STIT-. 

de-stroy (di stroi’) /di'stroy/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to ruin (a 
thing) by demolishing; injure beyond repair: Fire de- 
stroyed several stores in the area. 2. to put an end to: 
They destroyed communism from within, 3. to kill; slay: 
had to destroy the injured animal 4. to defeat com- 
pletely; ruin; wreck: / felt destroyed by the thought that 
she no longer needed me. See -stru-. —Related 
Words. oesTROY is a verb, DESTRUCTIVE is an adjective, DE- 
STRUCTION iS a noun: Tire bombs destroyed the factory. 
The borribs were very destructive. The destruction caused 
by the bombs was tremendous. 

de-stroy-er (di stroi7ar) /di'stroyor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son or thing that destroys. 2. a fast, small warship: De- 
stroyers were good at hunting for submarines. See 
-STRU-. 

de-struct (di strukt’) /di'strakt/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
serving or designed to destroy: a destruct mechanism. 
—n. [noncount] 2. the act or process of intentional de- 
struction: He signaled for the automatic destruct as the 
missile veered off course. —v. 3. to destroy or Cause to 
be destroyed: [no obj): The missile wilt destruct when 
this button is pushed. [~ + obj): They’ destruct the 
missile if it goes off course. See -sTRu-. 

de-struc-tion (di struk/shan) /di'strakJson/ nu. [noncount) 
the act of destroying or the condition of being destroyed: 
The fire caused the destruction of two fantous landmarks 
in the area. —de-struc/tive, adj.: the destructive power 
of one nuclear borib. —de-struc/tive-ly, adv. —de- 
struc/tive-ness, //. [noricourit] See -STRu-. 

des-ul-toery (des%al tôr/ē, -tor’é) /'desəl,təriy, -,towriy/ 
adj. lacking in purpose or method: a desultory conversa- 
tion. 

de-tach (di tach’) /di'tætf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to unfasten 
and separate; disconnect: Detach the trailer froni the car. 
2. to send (a regiment, vehicle, etc.) on a special mis- 
sion: A plane was detached to search for survivors. —de- 
tach/a-ble, adj. 

de-tached (di tacht’) /di'twtft/ adj. 1. not attached; 
separated: a detached ticket stub. 2. having no wall in 
common with another building: a detached house. 3. im- 
partial or objective; neutral: a detached judgnient. 4. not 
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involved or concerned; aloof: felt detached from the 
problem. 

de-tach-ment (di tach/mənt) /di'tatfmoant/ nm. 1. [non- 
count) the act of detaching or the condition of being de- 
tached. 2. [stoncourt] aloofness or indifference: His air of 
detachment caused hini to tose a tot of friends. 3. [non- 
count] freedom from bias; objectivity: The judge needs 
detachment to arrive at a fair verdict. 4. [count] a unit of 
troops or ships detached for a special mission: a special 
detachment to rescue the prisoners. 

de-tail (di tal’, dé/tal) /di'teyl, ‘diyteyl/ n. 1. [count] a 
piece or item of a whole: The picture he drew was perfect 
in every detail. 2. (noncount] particular or individual 
parts, taken as a group: his attention to detail. 3. [non- 
count] complicated decoration created with great care 
and attention: the careful detail in those tiny statues. 4. 
[connt] a small section of a larger whole, esp. of a photo- 
graph magnified to show what the eye would not other- 
wise be able to see: A close-up detail of the rocket 
launcher showed where the faulty hose was connected. 
S. [count] an individual or group selected for a special 
task, or the task itself: the kitchen detail. —v. [~ + obj] 
6. to mention one by one; list fully: The employees were 
asked to detail their complaints. 7. to appoint or assign 
(soldiers) for duty: A squad was detailed to find the de- 
serters and bring them to the captain. —Idiom. 8. in 
detail, item by item: We went into each complaint in de- 
tai. —de-tailed’, adj.: a detailed explanation. See -Tan-. 

de-tain (di tan’) /di'teyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to keep from 
proceeding; delay: / was detained at a meeting and 
missed the bus. 2. to keep under restraint: The police 
detained them for several hours. —de-tain/ment, n. 
[noncount] See -TAIN-. 

de-tect (di tekt’) /di'tekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to discover or 
notice the existence of; find or find out: to detect the 
odor of gas. 2. to discover (a person) in an act: to detect 
someone cheating. 3. to discover the true nature of: / 
detected a note of pity in her voice. —de-tect/a-ble, de- 
tect/i-ble, adj. —de-tec-tion (di tek’shan) /di'tekfan/ n. 
[noncount] —de-tec/tor, n. [count] 

de-tec-tive (di tek/tiv) /di'tektiv/ n. 1. a police officer 
or a private investigator whose job is to get information 
and evidence about crime: detectives assigned to the 
case. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to detection 
or detectives: enjoyed detective novels. 

dé-tente or de-tente (da tant’) /dey'tant/ n. [non- 
count] a relaxing of tension, esp. between nations. 

de-ten-tion (di ten’shan) /di'tenfon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of detaining or the state of being detained. 2. 
[noncount] the keeping of a person in custody or con- 
finement. 3. the keeping of a student after school hours 
as a punishment: [noncount]: got detention for two days 
in a row. [count]: giving out detentions to everyone in the 
French Class. 

de-ter (di tir’) /di'tar/ v, [~ + obj (+ from + verb-ing)], 
-terred, -ter-ring. to discourage or prevent (someone) 
from acting: The large dog deterred trespassers from en- 
tering. 

de-ter-gent (di tir/jant) /di'tard3ant/ n. a cleansing 
agent that dissolves easily in water: [noncount]: laundry 
detergent; dish detergent. [count]: strong detergents for 
greasy dishes. 

de-te-ri-o-rate (di tér’é a rat’) /di'tioriya,reyt/ v. [n0 
obj], -rat-ed, -rat-ing. to become worse or inferior in 
character: The patients condition has deteriorated over 
the last few hours, —de-ter-ieo-rastion (di tēr/ē ə ra/- 
shan) /di,tiariya'reyfan/ n. [noncount]: The incident trig- 
gered the rapid deterioration of peaceful relations. 

de-ter-mi-na-tion (di tûr/mə nā/shən) /di,tarma'ney- 
Jan/ n. 1. [count] the act of determining: a determina- 
tion of the money owed to you. 2. [count] the settlement 
or decision of a dispute, question, etc., such as by a 
judge: The judge made a determination that everyone 
found satisfactory. 3. [noncount] the quality of being res- 
olute; firmness of purpose: He showed great deterinina- 
tion in finishing this book. 

de-tersmine (di tûr/min) /di'tarmin/ v., -mined, -min- 
ing. 1. to settle, resolve, or decide (a dispute, etc.): [~ + 
obj): The date of the election has yet to be determined. 
[~ + to + verb]: They determined to leave the school at 
once. [~ + (that) clause]: They determined that they 
would travel to Texas this summer. 2. [~ + obj] to con- 
clude or figure out, such as after thinking over, or ob- 
serving: / tried to determine the reasons for her actions. 
3. [~ + obj] to cause, affect, or control: Demand usually 
determines supply. —de-ter/mi-na-ble, adj. —Related 
Words. DETERMINE iS a verb, DETERMINED iS an adjective, 
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DETERMINATION iS a noun: Scieritists were able to deter- 
mine the curvature of space. He is determined to suc- 
ceed. She has a lot of determination to succeed. See 
-TERM-. 

de-tersmined (di tir/mind) /di'tsrmind/ adj. resolute; 
firm; unwilling to change; staunch; stubborn: The kids 
made determined efforts to drive the babysitter crazy. [be 
+ ~ + to + verb]: She is determined to finish her book 
on time. 

de-ter-min-er (di tûr/mən ar) /di'tarmanar/ n. [count] a 
word that comes before a noun or a noun phrase includ- 
ing the ARTICLES (a, an, and the), DEMONSTRATIVES (this, 
that, these, and those), POSSESSIVES (miy, your, his, her, 
our, their), as well as the following: al, both, half, sev- 
eral, some, any, no, each, every, enough, either, neither, 
much, matty, more, tost, little, less, least, few, what, 
whatever, which, whichever. —-Usage. Two determiners 
do not usually come together before a noun; only one is 
normally used at a time: the people, these people, my 
people, some people, several people; not the my people, 
etc. Exceptions to this rule are the determiners alt, both, 
and Half, which can occur with some determiners: af my 
children, both these days, half the amount. Some deter- 
miners can be used as pronouns. As pronouns, they may 
stand alone: Many are called, but few are chosen. 
Enough is enough. \f they are followed by the preposition 
of, then another determiner almost always comes next 
before the noun: Many of the people he ret agreed with 
him. Most of my clients are honest. 

de-ter-rence (di tûr/əns, -tur/-, -ter/-) /di't3rəns, -'tar-, 
-'ter-/ n. [norncount] the act of deterring. 

de-ter-rent (di tûr/ənt) /di'tsrant/ adj. 1. serving or 
tending to deter. —n. [count] 2. something that deters: 
Is capital punishment a deterrent to crime? 3. military 
strength to retaliate so strongly as to deter an enemy 
from attacking: People began to wonder if a nuclear de- 
terrent was necessary anymore. 

de-test (di test’) /di'test/ v. to feel great hatred for; 
hate: [~ + obj]: They detest war. [~ + verb-ing]: I de- 
test jogging. —de-test/a-ble, adj.: Selfishness is a de- 
testable quality. —de-tes-ta-tion (dé/te sta’shan) / di- 
yte'steyfan/ n. [noncount] See -TEST-. 

de-throne (dé thrdn’) /diy'@rown/ v. [~ + obj, 
-throned, -thron-ing. to remove from a throne or posi- 
tion of power; depose: The chanipion was dethroned in 
the second round of the match. 

det-o-nate (det/n at’) /‘detn,cyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 
to (cause to) explode: [no obj]: The warhead detonated 
against the hult of the submarine. [~ + obj]: The sol- 
diers detonated the explosives by remote control. 
—det/o-na’tor, n. [count]: Someone liad removed the 
detonator, so the bomb wouldn't explode. See -Ton-. 

det-o-na-tion (det/n a’shan) /,detn'eyfan/ n. 1. [count] 
a loud explosion: Detonations echoed through the town 
all night during the bombardirient. 2. [noncount] the 
work or action of causing a bomb to explode: Detonation 
of mines was a high priority after the war. 

de-tour (dé/tdor, di toor’)//‘diytur, di'tur/ n. [count] 1. a 
roundabout way to travel, esp. one used temporarily 
when the main route is closed: We took a detour around 
the scene of the accident. —v. 2. to (cause to) make a 
detour; (cause to) go by way of a detour: [no obj]: We 
detoured around the traffic jami by heading east. [~ + 
obj): The police detoured us around the scene of the ac- 
cident. 

de-tox (n. dé/toks; v. dé toks’) / n. 'diytoks; v. diy'toks/ 
n. [noncount) iHtformat. 1. detoxification: alcohol detox. 
—v. 2. to detoxify: [~ + obj]: The clinic detoxes addicts. 
[no obj): She detoxed at a Clinic. 

de-tox-i-fi-ca-tion (dé tok’sa fi kā/shən) /diy,toks- 
afi'keyJan/ n. [noncount] the process of helping a per- 
son to withdraw from alcohol or an addicting drug: an 
expensive Clinic for detoxification. 

de-tox-isfy (dé tok’sa fi) /diy'toksofay/ v., -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj] to rid of poison. 2. to (cause to) un- 
dergo detoxification: [~ + obj]: Connuselors worked to 
detoxify him. [no obj): at a clinic detoxifying after years of 
cocaine use. See -Tox-. 

de-tract (di trakt/) /di'trakt/ v. 1. [~ + from + obj] to 
take away a part, as from valne or reputation; lessen: 
That wild hairdo detracts froni your appearance. 2. [~ + 
obj (+ from + obj)) to divert; distract: trying to detract 
attention from the real problem. —de-trac-tion (di- 
trak’shon) /di'triekfon/ r. [noncount] —de-trac/tor, 1. 
[count] See -TRAC-. 

det-riement (de’tra mont) /‘detramant/ s. loss, damage, 
or disadvantage: [count]: Lack of education is often a 
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detriment to a good career. [noncount): He worked too 
hard, to the detriment of his health. 

det-ri-ment-al (de’tra men/tl) /,detra'ment}/ adj. harm- 
ful or damaging: That mistake was detrimental to her ca- 
reer. 

de-tri-tus (di tri/təs) /di'traytas/ n. [noncount) disinte- 
grated material; debris. 

deuce (ddos, dydos) /duws, dyuws/ n. 1. [count] a card 
having two marks or the number two; a die having two 
dots on it: a pair of deuces. 2. [noncourt] a situation, 
such as a tied score in a tennis match, in which a player 
must score two successive points or games to win. 

de-val-u-a-tion (di val/yoo a’shan) /di,velyuw'cyJfon/ n. 
the reducing of a currency’s value: [poncount): The dollar 
was facing devahiation. (count): news of another devalua- 
tion of the ruble. See -vaL-. 

de-val-ue (dé val/yao) /diy'velyuw/ v. [~ + obj], -val- 
ued, -val-u-ing. 1. to set a lower exchange value on (a 
currency): The shillings were devalued. 2. to treat or 
cause to be treated as not valuable; to lower the value of: 
His work was devalued at his old job. See -vAL-. 

dev-as-tate (dev’a stat’) /‘devasteyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. 1. to destroy terribly; ruin: The fire dev- 
astated the city. 2. to overwhelm; crush: This latest piece 
of bad news devastated us. —dev-as-tartion (dev/a sta’- 
shan) /,deva'steyfan/ n. [noncount): devastation caused 
by the earthquake. —dev/as-ta’tor, n. [count] 

dev-as-tat-ed (dev’a sta’tid) /‘deva,steytid/ adj. [be + 
~) crushed, shocked, and overwhelmed: She was devas- 
tated at the loss of her two sons in the war. 

dev-as-tat-ing (dev’a sta/ting) /‘devo,steytin/ adj. 1. 
destroying terribly; ruining: a devastating fire. 2. crush- 
ing, shocking, and overwhelming: the devastating loss of 
his sons. 3. cutting; cleverly or intelligently said or done: 
devastating arguments against every proposal | made. 

de-vel-op (di velap) /di'velop/ v. 1. to bring out the 
possibilities (of); come or bring to a more advanced 
state: [no obj): Her reading skills were developing at a 
rapid pace. [~ + obj): new plans to develop natural 
resources. 2. to (cause to) grow or expand: [no obj): 
Your biceps will develop quickly with that exercise. [~ + 
obj): exercises to develop your biceps. 3. [~ + obj] to 
bring into being or activity; produce: to develop new 
techniques. 4. to (cause to) come into an active state, 
such as by natural growth or internal processes: [no obj): 
Cancer developed rapidly in the lab mice. [~ + obj]: He 
had begun to develop an allergy. 5. [~ + obj] to elabo- 
rate or expand in detail; show in detail: began to gather 
facts to develop his theory. 6. [~ + obj] to build on or 
improve (a piece of land), esp. so as to make more prof- 
itable: The builders are developing that part of town. 7. 
to be made visible, clear, or easy to see; become mani- 
fest: [no obj]: The plot develops slowly. (It + ~ + that 
clause]. It developed that my client had an alibi for that 
night. 8. to immerse (film) in chemicals so that an image 
becomes visible: [no obj]: With this instant filin, the pic- 
ture develops in only one minute. (~ + obj): How long 
will it take to develop these pictures? —de-vel/op-ment, 

n. [count]: Developrnents were proceeding so fast he 

could no longer keep up. [noncount): the developinent 
of nuclear weapons. — Related Words. bdevetop is a 
verb, DEVELOPMENT iS a noun, DEVELOPING and DEVELOPED 
are adjectives: Learners want to develop good language 
skills. Their developrnent was very slow. Developing 
countries are poor; developed countries are rich. 
de-vel-oped (di vel/apt) /di'velopt/ adj. [often: before a 
noun] considered to be wealthy, industrialized, and mod- 
ern: the developed countries of the West. 

de-vel-op-er (di vel’a par) /di'velopor/ n. 1. (count) a 
person or group of persons intending to build on or im- 
prove land so as to make a profit on it: greedy land de- 
velopers. 2. [count] a person whose skills are expanding: 
an early developer in reading. 3. [count] a person bring- 
ing new products or techniques into being: Developers of 
the theory inust now look elsewhere for data to confirm 
it. 4. a chemical used for developing photographic film: 
([noncount): Pour riore developer into the tank. (count): 
Maybe we can buy a developer that doesn't sinell so bad. 
de-vel-op-ing (di vel’ap ing) /di'velopin/ adj. (often: be- 
fore a noun} considered to be lacking wealth or industry; 
poor: The developing nations of the world were hit hard- 
est by the rise in oil prices. 

de-vieant (dé@/vé ant) /‘diyviyont/ adj. 1. relating to or 
marked by deviation: deviant behavior in public. —n. 
[count] 2. a person or thing that deviates: a sexual devi- 
ant. —de/vieance, n. (nonconnt) See -via-. 

de-vi-ate (v. dé/vé at’; adj., n. -it) / v. 'diyviy,cyt; adj., 
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n. -it/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, adj., n. —v. [no obj; (~ + from 
+ obj)] 1. to practice deviation: The witness deviated 
from the truth. —adj. 2. characterized by, or showing 
such behavior: criminally deviate behavior. —n. [count] 
3. a person or thing that deviates, esp. with regard to 
sexual behavior. See -via-. 

de-viea-tion (dé/vé a’shan) /,diyviy'eyJon/ n. 1. [non- 
count) behavior that differs or departs from what is con- 
sidered and accepted as normal or standard esp. with re- 
gard to sexual behavior. 2. [count] an example of 
differing from what is expected; a change: Some devia- 
tions from the regular readings on the compass were 
due to thre presence of metal objects. See -via-. 

de-vice (di vis’) /di'vays/ n. [count] 1. a thing made for 
a particular purpose, esp. a mechanical or electric inven- 
tion: She invented a device that automatically closes win- 
dows when it rains. 2. a plan, scheme, or procedure, 
esp. a Crafty one: full of devices for arousing sympathy. 
—Idiom. 3. leave (one) to one’s own devices, to al- 
low (a person) to act freely, without being watched: We 
left the children to their own devices. 

dev:il (deval) /‘deval/ n. [count] 1. a. [proper noun; the 
+ ~ sometimes: Devil] the supreme spirit of evil; Satan: 
The preacher warned that the Devil would take their 
souls. b. an evil spirit that is an enemy of God. 2. a 
wicked, cruel person: The dictator was a devil to his peo- 
ple. 3. a clever or mischievous person: Those little devils 
poured a bucket of water on my head. 4. an unlucky per- 
son: That poor devil never knew what Irit hiin. 5. the 
devil, (used to show mild anger, amazement, or emotion 
in questions): What the devil do you mean? —Idiom. 6. 
a or the devil of a, [before a noun) extremely bad, terri- 
ble, difficult, etc.: We had the devil of a time changing 
the spark plugs. 7. the devil to pay, trouble to be faced 
later; repercussions: There'll be the devil to pay for your 
misbehavior. 

dev-il-ish (dev/al ish) /‘devalif/ adj. 1. of, like, or befit- 
ting the devil: a devilish grin. 2. difficult; bad; terrible: 
had a devilish time bathing the dog. —dev/il-ishely, adv. 

dev/il-may-care’, adj. reckless; careless: a devil-may- 
care attitude. 

dev-ilement (dev’al mant) /‘devalmont/ n. [noncount] 
mischief; deviltry. 

devils ad’vocate, n. [count] one who proposes or 
advocates an opposing view: Let me play (the) devil's ad- 
vocate and suggest what our opponent might think. 

dev-il-try (dev’al tré) /‘devoltriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. [non- 
count] reckless mischief. 2. [count] a diabolic act or ac- 
tion. 

de-visous (dē/vē as) /‘diyviyos/ adj. 1. departing or 
turning away from the most direct way; roundabout: a 
devious course. 2. not straightforward; shifty; dishonest: 
His devious business methods landed him in trouble. 
—de/vi-ous-ly, adv. —de/vi-ous-:ness, n. [nonconnt]): 
the necessary deviousness to be a thief. See -via-. 

de-vise (di viz’) /di'vayz/ v. [~ + obj], -vised, -vis-ing. 
to plan; invent, Or create from existing principles or 
ideas: to devise a method. 

de-void (di void’) /di'voyd/ adj. [be + ~ + of) not pos- 
sessing; totally lacking; empty of: The judge was devoid 
of any syrnpathy when | explained my Case. 

de-volve (di volv’) /di'vnlv/ v., -volved, -volv-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to transfer or delegate (a duty, etc.) to another; 
pass on: The company president has devolved decision- 
making to the department managers. 2. [no obj] to be 
transferred or passed on from one to another: The re- 
sponsibility devolved on ine. 

de-vote (di vot’) /di'vowt/ v. [~ + obj + to + obj), 
-vot-ed, -vot-ing. to apply (something) to a particular 
purpose; set apart or dedicate to: to devote rnore of his 
tirne to shidy. See -voT-. 

de-vot-ed (di v0/tid) /di'vowtid/ adj. 1. relating to or 
marked by devotion: a devoted friend. 2. [before a noun] 
involving great care or attention: decades of devoted re- 
search, —de-vot/edely, adv. 

dev-o-tee (dev’a te’, -ta’) /deva'tiy, -'tey/ n. [count] 
one who is enthusiastic about something; a fan: gun de- 
votees and their lobbies. See -vot-. 

de-vo-tion (di vo/shan) /di'vowJon/ n. 1. [noncont) 
earnest attachment to a cause, person, etc.: His devotion 
to his children is plain to see. 2. [noncount] deep dedi- 
cation, esp. to religion; consecration: a life of devotion to 
God. 3. [noncount) the act of devoting: dernanding devo- 
tion to the Party. 4. Often, devotions. [plural religious 
observance or prayers. —de-vo/tion-al, adj. [before a 
noun]: devotional candles. 

de-vour (di vour’) /di'vawr/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to swallow 


217 


or eat up hungrily: He devoured several helpings of stew. 
2. to consume destructively; demolish; destroy: Fire de- 
voured the museum. 3. to take in eagerly with the 
senses or intellect: devoured one book after another. 4. 
[usually; be + ~-ed + by] to absorb completely; en- 
gross: His mind was devoured by hatred. See -vor-. 

de-vout (di vout/) /di'vawt/ adj., -er, -est. 1. devoted to 
divine worship or service; religious: a devout Hindu. 2. 
[before a nonn] serious; earnest; sincere: a devoirt ad- 
mirer of French painting. —de-voutely, adv. —de-vout/- 
ness, 17. [noncount] See -vot-. 

dew (doo, dyoo) /duw, dyuw/ n. [noncount) moisture 
from the atmosphere, esp. at night, and deposited in 
small drops upon a cool surface: beads of dew. 
—dew’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

dew-drop (doo/drop’, dydo/-) /‘duw,drop, 
[count] a drop of dew. 

dew-lap (doo/lap’, dyoo/-) /‘duw,lep, 'dyuw-/ n. [count] 
a loose, hanging fold of skin under the throat of an ani- 
mal. 

dew’ point’, n. [count] temperature at which dew be- 
gins to form. 

dex-ter-iety (dek ster/i tē) /dek'sterttiy/ n. [noncount) 
skill in using the body or mind, esp. the hands: manual 
dexterity. 

dex-ter-ous (dek/stras, -star as) /'dekstras, -storas/ adj. 
skillful or nimble in the use of the hands, body, or mind. 

dex-trose (dek/strds) /'dekstrows/ n. [noncount] a form 
of glucose or sugar occurring in fruits and in animal tis- 
sues. 

dhosrti (do/té) /‘dowtiy/ n. [cont], pl. -tis. a long loin- 
cloth worn by many Hindu men in India. 

di-, prefix. di- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “two, double”. This meaning is found in such 
words as: DIODE, DIOXIN, DIPTYCH. 

dia-, prefix. dia- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meanings “through, across, from point to point; com- 
pletely.” These meanings are found in such words as: Dl- 
AGNOSIS, DIALOGUE, DIALYSIS, DIAMETER, DIAPHANOUS, DIAR- 
RHEA. 

diea-be-tes (di/a bē/tis, -tēz) /daya'biytis, -tiyz/ n. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] a disorder in which 
there are high levels of glucose in the blood and in- 
creased urine production. 

diea-bet-ic (di’a bet/ik) /\daya'betik/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son suffering from diabetes. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of 
or relating to diabetics or diabetes: diabetic medicine. 

di-a-bol-ic (di’a bol’ik) /,daya'bolik/ also di/aebol/i- 
cal, adj. 1. devilish; fiendish; extremely wicked: a dia- 
bolic plot to kill the president. 2. relating to or caused by 
a devil. —di’a-bol/i-cal-ly, adv. —di/a-bol/i-cal-ness, 
n. [noncount) 

di-a-critsic (dì/ə krit/ik) /,daya'kritik/ n. [count] Also 
called diacrit/ical mark’. a mark, as a cedilla (,), tilde 
C), circumflex (^), or macron (~), added to a letter, used 
to indicate a sound different from that of the same letter 
without the mark, or to indicate stress. 

di-aedem (di dem’) /'dayə,dem/ n. [count] 1. CROWN 
(def. 1). 2. a headband worn as a symbol of royalty. 

di-ag-nose (diag nos’, -ndz’) /'dayəg,nows, -,nowz/ v., 
-nosed, -nos-ing. 1. to determine the identity of (a dis- 
ease, etc.) by an examination: [~ + obj]: He diagnosed 
cancer after the examination of the tissues. [~ + obj + 
as + obj): She diagnosed the illness as cancer, 2. to de- 
termine the cause or nature of (a problem) from the visi- 
ble signs: [~ + obj]: The car mechanic diagnosed the 
problem. [~ + obj + as + obj): The car mechanic diag- 
nosed the problem as worn brake linings. See -GNos-. 

di-ag-nossis (di’ag nd/sis) /,dayog'nowsis/ n., pl. -ses (- 
S€z) /-siyz/. 1. a. the act or process of diagnosing: [non- 
count]: Dad was in for diagnosis. [count]: A diagnosis 
would require a full-day examination. b. [count] the deci- 
sion reached from diagnosing: The doctor announced 
her diagnosis: cancer. 2. an analysis of the cause or na- 
ture of a problem: [count]: a careful diagnosis of our 
problems in the sales department. [noncount): careful di- 
agnosis of the problems in our schools. —di-ag-nos-tic 
(dag nos/tik) /,dayeg'nnstik/ adj. —di-ag-nos-ti-cian 
(dag no stish’an) /,dayxgnn'stifan/ n. [count] See 
-GNOS-. 

diagonal (di aga nl) /day'wgonl/ adj. 1. connecting 
two angles that are not next to each other, such as at op- 
posite corners of a square: a diagonal line. 2. having an 
oblique or slanting direction: diagonal stripes. —n. 
[cont] 3. a diagonal line or plane. —di-ag/ornalely, adv. 

diagram (di’a gram’) /‘daya,grem/ n., v., -gramed or 
-grammed, -grameing or -grameming. —n. [count] 1. a 
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drawing that outlines and explains the parts or operation 
of something: a diagrain of an engine. 2. a chart or plan: 
The first diagram is a pie chart showing spending. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to represent by a diagram; make a diagram 
of. 

dial (dial, dil) /‘dayal, dayl/ n., v., disaled or di-alled, 
di-al-ing or di-al-ling. —n. [count] 1. a plate or disk on a 
clock or watch, containing markings upon which the time 
of day is indicated by hands or pointers: The second 
hand swept across the dial. 2. a plate with markings for 
indicating a measurement or number, usually by means 
of a pointer: All the dials showed zero as the power went 
off. 3. a knob that can be rotated, used for regulating a 
mechanism, esp. one that tunes a radio or television. 4. 
a. a rotating disk on a telephone that is used in making 
calls. b. a set of pushbuttons on a telephone that per- 
form the same function. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to register on 
or as if on a dial: He dialed the numbers on the safe. 6. 
[~ + (in +) obj) to select by means of a dial: / dialed in 
a country-and-western station on the radio. 7. [~ + obj] 
to make a telephone call to: / dialed your number but 
got a busy signal. 8. [no obj] to dial a telephone: / 
Started to dial but then hung up. 

diearlect (di’a lekt’) /‘daya,lekt/ n. a variety of a lan- 
guage different from other varieties of the same lan- 
guage in that it has special features of sound, word ar- 
rangement, and vocabulary, and is used by a group of 
speakers set off from others either geographically or so- 
cially: [Count]: Cockney is the colorful dialect spoken in 
the East End of London. (noncomnt): He lapsed into dia- 
lect. —diva-lect-al (di/a lek/tl) /\daya'lekt!/ adj.: dialectal 
differences. 

di-a-logue or di-a-log (di/a lôg, -log’) /'daya,log, -,lng/ 
n. 1. conversation between two or more persons, or be- 
tween two or more characters in a novel, drama, etc.: 
[count]: A dialogue with him was more like a monologue; 
he spoke and | listened. [noncount]: The weakest part of 
the new play is dialogue; the characters don't sound be- 
lievable. 2. [count] an exchange of ideas or opinions with 
a view to reaching an amicable agreement: A dialogue 
was opened between the two leaders. See -Loc-. 

di-al-y-sis (di alə sis) /day'elosis/ n., pl. -ses (-séz/) 
l- siyz/. a process, used in treating kidney disease, in 
which wastes are removed from the blood by a special 
machine: [count]: Her dialysis lasts for an hour every two 
days. [noncount]: She's in for dialysis again this week. 
See -tys-. 

di-am-e-ter (di am/i tər) /day'wmitar/ n. 1. [count] a 
Straight line passing through the center of a figure, esp. 
one passing through the center of a circle or sphere. 2. 
the length of such a line: [comnt]: What is the diameter of 
the earth? [noncount; often: in + ~): It is 25,000 miles 
in diameter. See -METER-. 

di-a-met-ri-cal-ly (di metrik lē) /,dayo'metrikliy/ 
adv. in direct opposition; at opposite extremes: diametri- 
cally opposed opinions. See -METER-. 

diasmond (di/mand, di’a-) /'daymənd, 'dayə-/ n. 1. 
[count] a stone of pure and extremely hard crystallized 
carbon that when cut and polished is transparent, bright, 
and valued as a precious gem: Coal and diamonds are 
both made of carbon. 2. [plural] a piece of jewelry con- 
taining diamonds: She wore her diamonds. 3. [count] a 
four-sided figure with sides of equal length but with no 
right angles. 4. a. [count] a red figure shaped that way 
on a playing card. b. [count] a card bearing such figures: 
! had five diamonds. c. diamonds, [nonconnt; plural; 
used with a singular or plural verb] the suit of playing 
cards marked this way: Diamonds is the suit that is bid. 
5. [count] the infield or the entire playing field in base- 
ball. —adj. [before a noun) 6. made of or set with 
diamonds: a diamond ring. 7. having the shape of a dia- 
mond. 8. indicating the 60th or 75th event of a series, 
such as a wedding anniversary. —Idiom. 9. a diamond 
in the rough, [count] a person or thing of great worth 
but unpolished or uncultivated. 

dia/mond lane’, n. [count] a highway lane reserved for 
buses and passenger vans and not for private cars, 
marked with a large diamond shape on the pavement. 

diaper (di/pər, di’a pər) /'daypər, 'dayəpər/ n. [comnt] 
l. a piece of folded cloth or other absorbent material 
worn as underpants by a baby: throwaway paper diapers. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to put a diaper on: diapered the baby. 

di-aph-a-nous (di af/ə nas) /day'wfanas/ adj. very sheer 
and light; nearly transparent: as diaphanous as a spider's 
web. 

diaphragm (di/a fram’) /‘daya,fram/ n. [cont] 1. a 
wall of muscle separating two cavities, esp. separating 
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the chest and lungs from the stomach and abdomen: 
When the diaphragm contracts uncontrollably, you get 
hiccups. 2. a thin disk that vibrates when receiving or 
producing sound waves, such as in a telephone. 3.a 
thin, dome-shaped contraceptive device usually of rub- 
ber, that covers the cervix. 4. a device in a camera that 
controls the amount of light entering the instrument. 

di-arerheea or diearerhoeea (di’a ré’a) /,dayo'riys/ n. 
[noncomnt) an intestinal disorder characterized by fre- 
quent and loose bowel movements: a bad case of diar- 
rhea. 

dieasry (di’a rē) /‘dayoriy/ n. (count), pl. -ries. 1. a daily 
written record of one’s observations and feelings: Keep a 
diary of everyday happenings. 2. a book for keeping such 
a record: She wrote in her diary. 3. a book for noting 
daily appointments: /’ve checked my diary and l'm free 
next week. —divaerist (di’a rist) /‘dayorist/ n. [cone] 

Diaspora (di as/pər ə) /day'espord/ n. 1. [proper 
noun; usually: the + ~) the scattering of the Jews to 
countries outside of Palestine after the Babylonian captiv- 
ity. 2. [connt; diaspora] a scattering by a group from a 
country; dispersion. 

di-aetribe (dizə trib’) /days,trayb/ n. [cont] a bitter 
criticism or act of denouncing; tirade: /n her diatribe, she 
gave fult vent to all her resentments. 

dib-ble (dib’sa!) /‘dibol/ n., v., -bled, -bling. —n. [count] 
1. Also, dibeber (dib/ər) /‘dibar/. a small, hand-held, 
pointed tool for making holes in soil, such as for planting 
seedlings and bulbs. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make holes (in 
soil) with a dibble: Dibble the soil before planting. 3. to 
plant with a dibble. 

dice (dis) /days/ n.pl., sing. die, v., diced, dic-ing. —n. 
1. [ptural] small cubes, marked on each side with one to 
six spots, used in games or gambling: We rolled the dice 
and I had a ten. 2. [noncoirnt) any of various games, 
esp. gambling games, played by shaking and throwing 
such cubes: a game of dice. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cut into 
small cubes: Dice the vegetables. —-Idiom. 4. no dice, 
a. of no use; ineffective: We tried to reach you, but it was 
no dice. b. (used to answer “no” to a request): “Could 
you tend me $500?” —"Sorry, no dice!” 

dichotomy (di kot’a mē) /day'kotomiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-mies. division into two parts, esp. into two parts that are 
opposed: a dichotomy between thought and action. See 
-TOM-. 

dick (dik) /dik/ n. [count] Slang. 1. detective. 2. Vulgar. 
PENIS. 

dick-er (dik’ar) /‘dikar/ v. [no obj] to bargain; haggle: 
We dickered over the price. 

dick-ey or dickey (dik/’é) /‘dikiy/ n. [cont], pi. -eys or 
-ies. 1. a garment that resembles the front or collar of a 
shirt, worn under a jacket or dress. 2. a small bird. 
-dict-, root. -dict- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “say, speak.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BENEDICTION, CONTRADICT, DICTATE, DICTATOR, DIC- 
TION, DICTIONARY, DICTUM, EDICT, PREDICT. 

dic-tate (v. dik/tat, dik tat?; n. dik/tat) / v. ‘diktcyt, 
dik'teyt; n. ‘dikteyt/ v., -tateed, -tat-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to say or read out toud for another person or a 
machine to record: She dictated a memo to her secre- 
tary. 2. to command with great authority; order force- 
fully: The victorious nations were able to dictate peace 
terms. —n. (count) 3. an order or command: Usually 
their dictates are to be obeyed. 4. a guiding principle: 
the dictates of conscience. See -DICcT-. 

dic-ta-tion (dik tā/shən) /dik'tcyfon/ n. 1. the act of 
dictating: [norcount): had a test in French dictation. 
[count]: Madame is always giving us dictations. 2. [non- 
court) the act of commanding: There's no need for dicta- 
tion from above. See -oictT-. 

dic-ta-tor (dik/té tər, dik tā/tər) /‘dikteytar, dik'teytor/ 
n. [count] 1. a ruler who has absolute power without the 
consent of the people. 2. a person who commands with 
forcefulness: The secretary had become the dictator of 
the office. 3. a person who dictates, as to a secretary or 
a machine. See -0icT-. 

dic-ta-to-ri-al (dik’/to tor7é al, -tdr/-) /,dikto'toriyal, 
-'towr-/ adj. 1. of or relating to a dictator: a president 
with no dictatorial powers. 2. overly demanding; domi- 
neering: / resented his dictatorial manner. See -DICT-. 
dic-ta-tor-ship (dik tā/tər ship) /dik'teytorfip/ n. 1. 
government by a dictator: [nonconnt]: rule by dictator- 
ship. (count): Would we see a dictatorship? 2. (count) a 
country ruled by a dictator or in a dictatorial manner: 
Should the nation be doing business with dictatorships? 
See -DICT-. 

dic-tion (dik’shan) /‘dikfan/ nm. [moncount) 1. style of 
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speaking or writing: The student's poor diction prevented 
the professor from wnderstanding her paper. 2. the ac- 
cent, inflection, and tone that a speaker or singer has; 
enunciation: the actress’s clear diction. See -vicT-. 

dic-tionsarey (dik/shə ner’é) /‘dikfo,neriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ies. 1. a book containing the words of a language, usu- 
ally in alphabetical order, with information about their 
meanings, pronunciations, special forms, etc.; such a 
book having the words of one language expressed in an- 
other language: a learner's dictionary of English; a Nor- 
wegian-English dictionary. 2. a book giving information 
on particular subjects or on a particular Class of names, 
facts, etc., usually arranged alphabetically: a biographical 
dictionary. 3. a list of words used by a word-processing 
program to check spellings in text. See -o1cT-. 

dic-tum (dik’tem) /‘diktom/ n. (count), pl. -ta (-ta) /-to/ 
-tums. 1. an authoritative pronouncement; decree; or- 
der: We'll have to go along with the boss's dictum. 2. a 
familiar saying; proverb; maxim: the old dictum that 
blood is thicker than water. See -o1cT-. 

did (did) /did/ v. pt. of vo!. 

diedacstic (di dak/tik) /day'dxktik/ also diedac/ti-cal, 
adj. 1. intended for instruction; instructive: didactic po- 
etry. 2. too eager or inclined to teach or lecture others: 
He was a boring, didactic speaker. 

did-dle (did!) /‘didl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -dling. infor- 
mat. to cheat; take money from unlawfully or dishonestly; 
swindle. —did/dler, n. [count] 

didn’t (did/nt) /‘didnt/ contraction of did not: didn't go 
home untit midnight. 

die’ (di) /day/ v. [no obj], died, dy-ing. 1. to cease to 
live: perish: How many people died in the war? [~ + of 
+ obj): He died of thirst or starvation. [~ + from + obj): 
He died from a gunshot wound. 2. (often: be + ~-ing] 
to lose force, strength, or vital qualities: / think he’s dy- 
ing; you'd better come to the hospital now. 3. to cease 
to exist; vanish: The happy look died on her face. 4. to 
cease to function; lose power; fade gradually: The engine 
died. 5. (often: be + ~-ing; ~ + of + obj] to suffer as if 
fatally: i'm dying of boredom! 6. [often: be + ~-ing) to 
desire strongly or wish for keenly: [~ + for + obj]: Fm 
dying for a cup of coffee. [~ + to + verb): I'm dying to 
go back to the mountains. 7. die away, (of a sound) to 
become fainter and then cease altogether: The laughter 
died away. 8. die down, to become calm or quiet; sub- 
side: The storm died down quickly. 9. die off, to die one 
after another until the number is greatly reduced: Those 
languages are in danger of dying off and no one is there 
to record them. 10. die out, a. to cease to exist; be- 
come extinct: Little mom-and-pop corner stores are in 
danger of dying out. b. to die away; fade; subside: Grad- 
ually the roar died out and the night became quiet. 
—Idiom. 11. die hard, [no obj] to give way after a 
hard, bitter struggle: Childhood betiefs die hard. 

die? (di) /day/ n. [count], pt dies for 1, dice for 2. 1. any 
of various devices for cutting or forming material in a 
press or a stamping or forging machine. 2. the singular 
form of vice: One die rolled right off the table. —Idiom. 
3. the die is cast, a decision has been made and cannot 
be changed: When Caesar led his army across the Rubi- 
con to take over Rome, he said the die was Cast. 

die’-hard’ or die’hard’, n. (cont) 1. a person who 
vigorously resists change: Some of the die-hards refused 
to accept the new government. —adj. (usually: before a 
noun) 2. resistant to change. 

di-er-e-sis (di er’a sis) /day'erasis/ n. [count], pl. -ses 
(-sēz/) /-,siyz/. a sign (") placed over the second of two 
adjacent vowels to indicate that it is to be pronounced 
separately, as in the spellings naive and codperate. —di+ 
eretic (di’a ret/ik) /,daya'retik/ adj. 

die-sel (dé/zal, -sal) /‘diyzal, -sal/ adj. (often: before a 
noun) 1. being or referring to a machine or vehicle pow- 
ered by a diesel engine: a diesel locomotive. 2. of or 
used by a diese! engine: diesel fuel. —n. 3. (comnt] Also, 
diesel engine. an engine powered by heated oil, used by 
buses, trucks, and some cars. 4. [cont] a vehicle pow- 
ered by a diese! engine: Some diesels have trouble start- 
ing on cold days. 5. [noncoint) Also, diesel oil. a type of 
heavy fuel oi! used in a diesel engine. 

diet! (di/it) /‘dayit/ n. 1. food and drink in relation to 
health: [noncount): the effect of diet on health. (count): 
He'll have to watch his diet. 2. [courit]) a particular selec- 
tion of food, esp. for improving a person’s physical con- 
dition: a low-fat diet. 3. [count] such a selection or a lim- 
jtation on the amount a person eats for reducing weight: 
to go ona diet. 4. (count) the foods habitually eaten by a 
person, animal, or group: They live on a diet of roots, 
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honey, and berries. $. [count] anything done by habit or 
used over and over again: watched a steady diet of talk 
shows. —v. [no obj] 6. [often: be + ~-irig] to select or 
limit the food one eats, esp. to lose weight: No dessert 
for me, thanks, I'm dieting. —adj. (before a noun) 7. 
suitable for consumption with a weight-reduction diet: 
diet soft drinks. —di/et-er, 11. [count] 

di-et? (di/it) /‘daytt/ n. [count; often: the + ~ the legis- 
lative body of certain countries. 

di-e-tar-y (di/i ter/é) /‘dayt,teriy/ adj. [before a nour) of 
or relating to diet or the food one eats or is allowed to 
eat: dietary restrictions. 

di-e-tet-ic (di/i tetik) /,dayr'tetik/ adj. Also, di/e-tet‘i- 
cal. 1. of or relating to diet; prepared or suitable for spe- 
cial diets. —r. 2. dietetics, [nonconnt; used with a sin- 
gular verb] the science of nutrition and food preparation. 

di-e-ti-tian or di-e-ti-cian (di/i tish’an) /\dayt'trfan/ n. 
[count] a person who is an expert in nutrition or 
dietetics. 

dif-fer (difər) /‘difar/ v. [no obj] 1. [not: be + ~ing] to 
be unlike, dissimilar, or distinct in nature or qualities: 
The two candidates differ in style and substance. (~ + 
from + obj): This candidate differed from the others. 2. 
to disagree in opinion, belief, etc.; disagree: differed 
Sharply in their approach to tax credits. (~ + with + 
obj): | differ with my partner sometimes, but we usually 
agree. ——Related Words. DIFFER is a verb, DIFFERENT iS 
an adjective, OIFFERENCE is a noun: THe two theories differ 
from each other. He is different from all the rest. There is 
no difference between theni. See -FER-. 

dif-fer-ence (difər ans, diffrans) /‘difarans, 'difrons/ n. 
1. (noncount) the state or relation of being different; dis- 
similarity. 2. [count] an instance or point of unlikeness 
or dissimilarity: the differences in their behavior. 3. {non- 
count] a significant change in a situation: /t made no dif- 
ference what I said. 4. [count] a distinguishing character- 
istic; distinctive quality, feature, etc.: There was a 
difference in her face after the ordeal. 5. the degree to 
which one person or thing differs from another: [count; 
usually Singular): The difference in their ages is about six 
months. (noncount): There isn't much difference between 
one politician and another. 6. [count] a disagreement in 
opinion; dispute; quarrel: a strong differerice of opinion. 

dif-fer-ent (difər ant, diffrant) /‘difarant, ‘difront/ adj. 
1. [~ + from) not alike in character or quality; dissimilar: 
Her hat is different from yours. 2. not identical; separate 
or distinct: tree different answers. 3. [before a plural 
noun] various; several: Different people told me the 
same Story. 4. not ordinary; unusual; original: That 
hairdo you're wearing certainly is different! —dif/fer- 
entely, adv.: They behaved differently when alone. 

dif-fer-en-tial (dif ren’shal) /,difa'renfol/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to difference. —n. [count] 2. a difference or the 
amount of difference between comparable things: a wage 
differential between police and firefighters. 

dif-fer-en-ti-ate (dif ren’shé at’) /,difa'renfiy,cyt/ v., 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. [~ + obj + from + obj] to form or 
mark differently from other such things; distinguish: Tie 
chrome trim and tinted glass differentiate the high-price 
model from the standard one. 2. to see, understand, 
recognize, or perceive the difference in or between: [~ + 
between]: learned to differentiate between French and 
German wines. [~ + obj + from + obj]: learned to dif- 
ferentiate a French wine from a German wine. —dif-fer- 
en-ti-a-tion (difa ren/shē a’shan) /,difa,renfiy'eyfan/ n. 
[noncount) 

dif-fi-cult (diffi Kult’, -kalt) /‘dift,kalt, -kolt/ adj. 1. re- 
quiring special effort, skill, or planning: a difficult job. [it 
+ be + ~ + (for + obj +) to + verb): It was difficult 
(for her) to get a good job. 2. hard to understand or 
solve: a difficult problem. 3. hard to deal with or get 
along with: a difficult pupil. 4. disadvantageous; trying; 
hampering: under difficult conditions. $. full of hardship, 
esp. financial hardship: in these difficult times. —dif/fi- 
cult/ly, adv. 

dif-fi-cul-ty (diffi kul/té) /‘dift,kaltiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
(noncount) the fact or condition of being difficult: The 
difficulty of the courses was too much for some students. 
2. (count) Often, difficulties. [p/uraf) an embarrassing 
Situation, esp. of financial affairs: liad difficulties paying 
our bills each montli. 3. [count] a disagreement or dis- 
pute: Because of some difficulties witht scheduling, the 
new course was Cancelled. 

dif-fi-dent (diffi dant) /‘dtfidont/ adj. lacking confidence 
in one’s own ability; hesitant; reserved: diffident in saying 
what he thinks. —dif/fiedence, s. [noncount): Their diffi- 
dence keeps ther front making new friends. 
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dif-fuse (v. di fyd0z’; adj. -fyoos’) / v. di'fyuwz; adj. 
-'fyuws/ v., -fused, -fusing, adj. —v. 1. to (cause to) 
spread or scatter widely: [110 obj]: The light diffused into 
the room. (~ + obj): Diffuse the light in your room to 
avoid glare. 2. [~ + obj] to spread out freely without re- 
striction; disseminate: The printing press helped diffuse 
knowledge. —adj. 3. widely spread or scattered; dis- 
persed: The room! was bathed in soft, diffuse light. 4. 
characterized by wordiness in speech or writing; dis- 
jointed: / got lost in your rather diffuse essay. —dif-fuse- 
ly (di fyoos/lé) /di'fyuwsliy/ adv. —dif-fuse/ness, n. 
[noncount) —dif-fuesion (di fyoo’zhan) /di'fyuw3on/ n. 
[roncount): diffusion of gases into the atmosphere. 
—dif-fu-sive (di fydd/siv) /di'fyuwsiv/ adj. See -Fus-. 

dig' (dig) /dig/ v., dug (dug) /dag/ dig-ging, n. —v. 1. to 
break up and turn over earth, sand, etc., as with a shovel 
or spade: [no obj]: We were digging in the tunnel most of 
the day. [~ + obj]: The little gopher digs a miaze of tun- 
nels underground. 2. [no obj] to work by or as if by re- 
moving or turning Over material: /ll Have to dig through 
the old files. 3. [~ + obj + in(to)] to poke, thrust, or 
force: He dug his heels into the ground. 4. dig in, [no 
obj] a. to keep or maintain one’s opinion or position: 
The negotiators dug in atid refused to budge. b. Infor- 
mal. to start eating: We dug in as soon as the food came 
out of the kitchen. 5. dig out, a. to hollow out by dig- 
ging; free (something) by digging around: [~ + obj + 
ont]: We dug the car out of the snow. [~ + out + obj]: 
We dug out his car and got it going. b. to find or discover 
by searching: [~ + out + obj]: | dug out an old pair of 
shoes and a jacket fron the 60's. [~ + obj + out + of 
+ obj): Can you dig the material out of the archives? 6. 
dig up, a. to discover in the course of digging and re- 
move from the ground: [~ + up + obj]: The rescue 
workers dug up nearly fifty bodies in the rubble. [~ + 
obj + up): The coroner dug the body up and performed 
another autopsy. b. [~ + up + obj] to find or bring to 
light; discover: The press dug up another scandal this 
week. —n. [count] 7. a thrust; poke: a quick dig in the 
ribs. 8. a cutting, sarcastic remark: Someone had to get 
in a dig about my freckles. 9. an archaeological site un- 
dergoing excavation: We visited the dig and saw the tools 
they had discovered. 10. digs, [plural] Informal. living 
quarters; lodgings: Hey, these digs are great! —dig/ger, 
n. (count) 

dig? (dig) /dig/ v., dug (dug) /dag/ dig-ging. Slang. —v. 
1. to understand: [~ + obj]: Can you dig that? [no obj]: 
I'll be there, you dig? 2. [~ + obj] to take notice of; look 
at carefully: Dig those slioes he’s wearing. 3. [~ + obj] 
to like or enjoy: / really dig those styles they wear. 

di-gest (v. di jest’, di-; n. di4jest) / v. di'd3est, day-; n. 
‘'dayd3est/ v. 1. (of food) to (cause to) change or be 
changed into a form that the body can use: [no obj]: 
Some foods don't digest easily. {~ + obj]: The baby had 
a hard time digesting such rich food. 2. [~ + obj] to ob- 
tain ideas or meaning from; think over; take into the 
mind: / tried to digest this article on nuclear energy. —n. 
[count] 3. a collection of writing or of scientific matter, 
esp. when it is classified or condensed; summary: a thir- 
ty-page digest of the news. —di-gest/i-ble, adj.: The 
food was easily digestible. See -GEST-. 

di-ges-tion (di jes’chan, di-) /di'd3estfan, day-/ m. 1. 
[norcourit] the process of digesting foods: Digestion is 
hindered by running inuediately after eating. 2. (count; 
usually Singular) the function, power, or ability of digest- 
ing food: My digestion got worse after surgery. —di-ges- 
tive (di jes/tiv, di-) /di'd3estiv, day-/ adj. 

digeit (dij/it) /didgtt/ n. [count] 1. any of the Arabic nu- 
merals of 1 through 9 and O. 2. any symbol of other 
number systems, as 0 or | in the binary: There are only 
two digits in the binary system, O arid I. 3. a finger or 
toe: He lost a digit in the war. 

dig-it-al (dij/i tl) /‘did3itl/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or re- 
sembling a digit or finger. 2. performed or manipulated 
with a finger: a digital switch. 3. of, relating to, or using 
data in the form of numerical digits: a digital recording. 
4. displaying a readout in numerical digits: a digital 
clock. Compare ANALOG. —dig/it-al-ly, adv. 

dig/ital au/diotape, n. [comt] magnetic tape on 
which sound is digitally recorded with high fidelity for 
playback. 

dig-ni-fied (dig’na fid’) /'digno,fayd/ adj. having or 
showing dignity. 

dig-nisfy (dig/na fi’) /‘digna,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to confer honor or dignity upon; honor. 2. to give 
undeserved distinction or honor to: Don't dignity his silly 
scratchings by calling it scholarship. 
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dig-ni-tarsy (dig/ni ter’é) /‘digni,teriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-tar-ies. a person who holds a high rank or office. 
dig-ni-ty (dig/ni tē) /‘dignitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [comnt; 
usually singular] appearance and conduct that indicate 
self-respect and formality: maintained lier dignity 
throughout the trial. 2. (roncount) elevated rank, office, 


station, etc.: te dignity of the high court. 3. [noncount) . 


a sign or token of respect: a question unworthy of the 
dignity of a reply. 

digraph (di/graf) /‘daygrwf/ n. [court] a pair of letters 
representing a single speech sound, as ea in meat or th 
in patli. See -GRAPH-. 

di-gress (di gres/, di-) /dt'gres, day-/ v. [no obj] to wan- 
der away from the main topic: Let me digress for a mo- 
ment and tell you a short story. —diegres-sion (di- 
gresh’an, di-) /dr'grefon, day-/ n. [noncount): There's 
too mucli digression in your essay. [count]: a sliort di- 
gression from the topic. —di-gres/sive, adj. See -GRESS-. 

dike! or dyke (dik) /dayk/ n. 

dike? (dik) /dayk/ 1. ovKe?. 

di-lap-iedat-ed (di lap’i da/’tid) /di'læpi,deytrd/ adj. 
fallen into partial ruin or decay, such as from age, mis- 
use, wear, or neglect: We bougtit a dilapidated old 
house. —di-lap-i-da-tion (di lap’i dā/shən) 
/di læpı'deyfən/ n. [noncount]): a state of dilapidation. 

di-late (di lat’, di7lat) /day'leyt, 'dayleyt/ v., -lat-ed, -lat- 
ing. to (cause to) become wider, larger, or expanded: 
[no obj]: The cat's eyes dilated in the darkness. [~ oF 
obj): The medicine will dilate the blood vessels. —di-la- 
tion (di la’shan) /day'leyfon/ n. (noncomnt) See -LaT-?. 

dilatory (dil’a tar/é, -tdr/é) /‘dilo,toriy, -,towrty/ adj. 
tending to delay; intending to gain time: a dilatory strat- 
egy. See -LAT-'. 

di-lem-ema (di lem/s) /di'lemə/ n. [cont], pl. -mas. a 
situation requiring a choice between equally undesirable 
alternatives: t was in a dileninia: should I continue to 
work or go back to school? 

dilettante (dil/i tant’, dil/i tant’) /‘dilrtant, ,dilrtant/ 
n. [connut], pl. -tantes, -tan-ti (-tan/té) /-'tantry/. a per- 
son who is only superficially interested in an art, activity, 
or subject of study. —dil/et-tan/tish, adj. —dil/et- 
tant/ism, n. [voncount) 

dil-iegence (dili jans) /'drhd3əns/ n. [noncount] careful- 
ness in work: examined our accounting procedures with 
diligence. 

diligent (dil/i jant) /‘drlid3zant/ adj. 1. constant, careful, 
and earnest in effort and work: a diligent student. 2. 
done or pursued with careful attention: a diligent search. 
—dil/i-gent-ly, adv. 

dill (dil) /dil/ n. 1. [noncount] a plant of the parsley fam- 
ily having sweet-smelling seeds and finely divided leaves 
used as a flavoring. 2. [noncourt] the seeds or leaves of 
this plant. 3. [count] Also, dill pickle. a kind of pickle 
prepared with vinegar and spices, esp. with dill. 

dil-ly-dal-ly (dil7é dal’é) /‘drliy,dxliy/ v. [0 obj), -lied, 
-ly-ing. to waste time, esp. by indecision: Quit dittydally- 
ing; are you going or not? 

di-lute (di loot’, di-; adj. also di/lo6t) /dr'luwt, day-; adj. 
wisn !dayluwt/ v., -lut-ed, -luteing, adj. —v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to make (a liquid) thinner or weaker by the addition of 
water or other liquid: Dilute te ammionia with water be- 
fore you use it. 2. to reduce the strength of, as by adding 
or mixing something: Tlie professor's proposals were di- 
luted by the lack of support fron his department. —adj. 
[before a noun) 3. reduced in strength; weak: serving di- 
lute wtiiskey. —di-luetion (di 160’%shan, di-) /di'luwfon, 
day-/ n. (noncoutit] 

dim (dim) /dim/ adj., dim-mer, dim-mest, v., dimmed, 
dim-ming. —adj. 1. not bright; lacking light or strength 
of light: a dim roon. 2. not seen clearly, distinctly, or in 
detail; indistinct; faint: a dim ontline. 3. not seeing 
clearly: My eyes were dini witti tears. 4. not likely to hap- 
pen, succeed, or be favorable: a dim ctiance of winning. 
5. not clear to the mind; vague: / tiad a din Suspicion le 
was trying to take my job. 6. slow to understand; stupid: 
trying to hetp the dinner students. —v. 7. to (cause to) 
become or grow dim or dimmer: [0 obj]: The liglits 
dinunied arid tlie stiow started. [~ + obj): Would sone- 
one ptease dim ttie tigtits? 8. [~ + obj) to switch (the 
headligttts of a vehicle) from the high to the low beam. 
9. to (cause to) become less intense, strong, or favora- 
ble: [no obj): My topes of getting any support for my 
project dinuned. [~ + obj): The budget crisis really 
dinuned my lopes of stayirig on. —Idiom. 10. take a 
dim view of, [~ + obj] to regard with disapproval or 
mild unbelief: Ste takes a dim view of my attenipts to 
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make changes. —dim/ly, adv. —dim/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

dim., an abbreviation of: 1. dimension. 2. diminish. 3. 
diminuendo. 

dime (dim) /daym/ n. [cont] 1. a coin of the U.S. and 
Canada worth 10 cents. 2. Slang. a. ten dollars. b. a 10- 
year prison sentence. c. an amount of illegal drugs worth 
ten dollars. —JIdiom. 3. a dime a dozen, common, 
abundant, and thus of little value: Such proposals are a 
dime a dozen. 

diemen-sion (di men/shan) /di'menfon/ n. [count] 1. a 
property of space; extension of a line in a given direction: 
A Straight line has one dimension, a square has two 
dimensions, and a cube has three dimensions. 2. Usu- 
ally, dimensions. [p/uraf] measurement in length, width, 
and thickness; size: Let’s figure out the dimensions of the 
room to see how much paint we will need. 3. an aspect 
or factor (of a situation) to be considered; side: The kiss 
they shared under the bridge added a new dimension to 
their relationship. 4. Usually, dimensions. [plural the 
scope or importance (of a problem or situation); magni- 
tude; size: No one understood the dimensions of the 
problem. —diemen/sioneal, adj. 

diemin-ish (di min/ish) /dr'minif/ v. 1. to (cause to) 
seem smaller, decrease, or be reduced: [no obj]: Sud- 
denly the wind diminished and the seas grew calm again. 
[~ + obj}: Time will not diminish our friendship. 2. [~ + 
obj] to belittle; disparage: It's not fair to diminish his ef- 
forts; he’s worked extremely hard. —diemin/ished, adj.: 
the diminished supply of firewood. —di-min/ish-ing, 
adj.: We now face the problem of diminishing returns. 
—dimeienuetion (dim’a nöö/shən, -nydo/-) /,dımə'- 
nuwfon, -'nyuw-/ n. [comnt): facing a constant dimin- 
tion of financial aid. [noncount): plans for diminution of 
the budget deficit. See -MIN-. 

diemin-u-en-do (di min’ya6 en/dd) /dizmmyuw'endow/ 
adj., adv., n., pl. -does. Music. —adj. 1. gradually reduc- 
ing in force or loudness: a diminuendo passage on page 
three. —adv. 2. done in this way: playing the passage di- 
minuendo. —n. [count] 3. a gradual reduction of force or 
loudness. 

diemin-u-tive (di min’ya tiv) /di'minyoativ/ adj. 1. smal- 
ler than the average; tiny: The Pygmies are a diminutive 
people. 2. relating to a form that indicates smallness, fa- 
miliarity, affection, or triviality: The diminutive suffix -let 
appears in the word droplet, which means ‘a small 
drop.” —n. [count] 3. a diminutive prefix, suffix, etc., or 
the word formed by using it: The suffix -let is a diminu- 
tive. The word droplet is a diminutive. See -MIN-. 

dim-emer (dim/sr) /‘dimor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that dims. 2. a device by which the intensity of an 
electric light may be varied. 3. a low-beam headlight. 

dim-ple (dim/pal) /‘dimpal/ sn., v., -pled, -pling. —n. 
[count] 1. a small natural hollow on the surface of the 
human body, esp. one formed in the cheek in smiling. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to mark with or as if with dimples; pro- 
duce dimples in: A smile dimpled her face. 3. to dent (a 
metal sheet) so as to permit use of special bolts or rivets. 
—dim/ply, adj. 

dim sum (dim/’ sum’) /‘drm 'sam/ rı. [voncournt) (in Chi- 
nese cooking) assorted small, usually steamed dump- 
lings filled with meat, seafood, etc. 

dim-wit (dim/wit’) /‘dim,wit/ n. [count] Slang. a stupid 
person. —dim/wit/ted, adj. 

din (din) /din/ n., v., dinned, dinening. —n. [count usu- 
ally singular) 1. a loud, confused, continued noise: the 
din from the neighbor's party. —v. [~ + obj + into + 
obj] 2. to say, utter, or teach continually: Tle protesters 
were dinning their chants into our ears. 

dine (din) /dayn/ v., dined, din-ing. 1. [no obj] to eat a 
meal, esp. the principal meal of the day; have dinner: 
We'll dine with our friends tonight at about eiglit. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to entertain at or provide with dinner: After we 
wine and dine them, I'm sure they'll join our company. 3. 
dine on, [~ + on + obj] to eat (food) for a meal: They 
were dining on roast duck. 4. dine out, [no obj] to eat a 
meal, esp. dinner, away from home: We dined out with 
our friends. 

din-er (di/nar) /‘daynor/ n. [court] 1. a person who 
dines, esp. in a restaurant. 2. a railroad car in which 
food is served. 3. an inexpensive restaurant. 

dinette (di net’) /day'net/ n. [count] 1. a small space or 
part of a room, often in or near the kitchen, serving as 
an informal dining area. 2. Also called dinette’ set’. a 
table and set of chairs for such a space. 

ding’ (ding) /din/ v. 1. to (cause to) make a ringing 
sound: [110 obj]: Ttie bell dinged. [~ + obj]: She dinged 
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the belt, —n. [count] 2. a ringing sound: the ding of a 
belt. 

ding? (ding) /din/ v. Informal. [~ + obj] 1. to cause sur- 
face damage to: to ding a fender. 2. to strike with force; 
hit: The batter dinged the balt into left. —n. [count] 3. a 
dent or scratch; nick: a couple of dings on the hood. 

ding-a-ling (ding/a ling’) /‘diga,lin/ n. [count] Informal. 
a Stupid, foolish, or eccentric person. 

dineghy (ding’gé) /‘dingiy/ n. [count], pt -ghies. any 
small boat rowed, sailed, or driven by a motor. 

dinego (ding’g6) /‘dingow/ n. [count], pl. -goes. an Aus- 
tralian wild dog having a reddish-brown coat. 

ding-us (ding’as) /'digəs/ n. [count], pl. -us-es. Informal. 
a gadget, device, or object whose name is unknown or 
forgotten: This dingus starts the motor. 

dinegy (din/jē) /‘dind3iy/ adj., -giver, -givest. 1. of a 
dark, dull, or dirty color: The clothes were dingy and 
needed bleaching. 2. shabby; dismal; dark: a dingy little 
hotet room. —din/gieness, n. [(noncount)]: The darkness 
couldn't hide the dinginess of the room. 

din/ing room’, n. [count] a room in which meals are 
eaten. 

dinky (ding’ké) /'dinkiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. Informal. 
small and unimpressive: a dinky apartment. 

dinener (dinar) /‘dinar/ n. 1. the main meal of the day: 
(noncount)]: We usually have dinner around six or six- 
thirty. [count]: We ate our dinners outside. 2. [count] a 
formal meal in honor of some person or occasion: We 
gave him a going-away dinner. —Usage. Many people 
use the words DINNER and supPER to mean the same 
thing, “a meal in the evening,” but DINNER is usually more 
formal. For some people, LUNCH is the preferred word for 
“meal at midday,” unless the meal is unusually large, for- 
mal, or special, in which case it may also be called DiN- 
NER. 

din/ner jack/et, n. tuxevo (def. 1). 

di-no-saur (di/na sér’) /'dayno,sor/ n. [count] 1. any of 
various plant- or flesh-eating reptiles of prehistoric times, 
most of which had long tails and were very large. 2. 
something that is too clumsy, out of date, or unable to 
adapt to change: That old computer is a dinosaur; get a 
new one. 

dint (dint) /dint/ n. [noncount]) —Idiom. by dint of, by 
the force of; through the power of: to achieve success by 
dint of hard work. 

di-o-cese (di’a sis, -séz’, -sés’) /'dayasis, -,siyz, -,siys/ 
n. [count] a district under the rule or authority of a 
bishop: He was transferred from the Worcester diocese. 
—di-oc-e-san (di os/ə san) /day'nsasan/ adj. [before a 
noun): the diocesan newsletter. 

diode (di/ōd) /‘dayowd/ n. [count] a device through 
which current can pass freely in only one direction. 

di-o-ramea (di’a rama, -rä/mə) /,dayo'ramd, -'ramod/ n. 
[count], pl -rameas. a scene or display produced in 
three dimensions by placing figures before a painted 
background. 

di-Ox-in (di ok/sin) /day'nksin/ n. [noncount] a general 
name for a family of chemicals called chlorinated hydro- 
carbons, esp. the poisonous, harmful by-product result- 
ing from the manufacture of certain pesticides. 

dip’ (dip) /dip/ v., dipped, dip-ping, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj) 
to plunge quickly into a liquid, so as to moisten, dye, or 
take up some of the liquid: She dipped the blouse into 
the hot water. 2. [~ + obj] to take up, such as by using 
a bucket or scoop: to dip water out of a boat. 3. [~ + 
obj) to put (animals) in a solution containing pesticide: to 
dip the sheep. 4. [~ + obj) to make (a candle) by re- 
peatedly plunging a wick into melted tallow or wax: At the 
craft fair the children were shown how to dip candles. 5. 
dip into, [~ + into + obj) a. to reach down into so as to 
remove something: They dipped into the pot and pulled 
out some lobsters. b. to withdraw or remove something 
in small amounts: to dip into one’s savings. C. to be- 
come interested slightly in a subject, as by reading here 
and there: to dip into astronomy. 6. [~ + obj] to lower 
and then raise: to dip a flag in satute. 7. [no obj) to sink; 
go downward: The sun dipped below the horizon. 8. [no 
obj] to decrease slightly or temporarily: Stock-market 
prices often dip on Fridays. —n. 9. [count] the act of dip- 
ping. 10. [count] something taken up by dipping, such 
as a scoop of ice cream: two dips of ice cream. 11. a 
substance into which something is dipped, served as an 
appetizer: [noncourit]: two bowls of onion dip near the 
crackers. [count]: a dip made of yogurt. 12. [noncount] 
a solution containing pesticide for use in dipping ani- 
mals: sheep dip. 13. [count] a moderate or temporary 
decrease, such as in money, prices, etc.: a dip in prices 
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on Walt Street today. 14. [count] a downward slope, 
road, course, or movement: a dip in the road. 15. 
(count) a brief swim: a quick dip before hinch. 

dip? (dip) /dip/ n. [count] Slang. a naive, foolish, or ob- 
noxious person. 

diph-theeri-a (dif thér’é ə, dip-) /dif'Mioriys, dip-/ n. 
[noncount] a serious infectious disease affecting the 
nose and throat which makes swallowing and breathing 
difficult. 

diph-thong (dif/thdng, -thong, dip’-) /'dif6on, -Onn, 
‘dip-/ n. [count] 1. a vowel sound that glides slightly 
from one sound to another but is considered to be a sin- 
gle sound, as the (oi) sound of toy or boil. 2. (not in 
technical use) a. a digraph, as the ea of meat. b. a liga- 
ture, as æ. 

di-plo-ma (di plo’/ma) /di'plowmo/ n. [count], pl. -mas, 
Lat. -ma-ta (-ma ta) /-moto/. a document given by an ed- 
ucational institution granting a degree. 

di-plormascy (di pld/ma sé) /di'plowmasiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the conduct by government officials of relations 
between nations: international diplomacy. 2. the art or 
science of conducting such negotiations. 3. skill in man- 
aging negotiations; tact: Wel need a lot of diplomacy to 
tell him he’s fired. 

diplomat (dip/le mat’) /'diplo,mæt/ n. [count] 1. a 
person appointed by a national government to conduct 
official negotiations with other countries: meetings with 
diplomats and ambassadors. 2. a tactful person: We 
need a reat diplomat to deat with the factions in the of- 
fice. 

dip-lo-mat-ic (dip/la matik) /,diplo'matik/ adj. 1. [be- 
fore a noun) of, relating to, or engaged in diplomacy: a 
diptomatic post; the diplomatic corps. 2. skilled in deal- 
ing with sensitive matters or people; tactful: He's diplo- 
matic enough not to bring up such a delicate issue. 
—dip/lo-mat/i-cal-ly, adv.: She handled the controversy 
very diplomatically. 

dip-per (dip’ar) /‘dipar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that dips. 2. a cuplike container with a long handle, used 
for dipping. 

dip-py (dip’é) /‘dipiy/ adj., -piver, -pi-est. Slang. foolish 
or somewhat crazy. 

dip-so-masniea (dip’sa ma/né a, -sō-) /,dipso'meyniys, 
-sow-/ n. [noncount] an irresistible or uncontrollable de- 
sire for alcoholic drink. —dip’so-ma/ni-ac’, n. [count] 

dip-stick (dip/stik’) /‘dip,stik/ n. [count] a rod for 
measuring the depth of a liquid, as the level of oil in an 
engine. 

dip-ter-ous (dip’tar as) /‘diptoras/ adj. having two 
wings, such as a fly, or two winglike parts, such as certain 
seeds. See -PTER-. 

dip-tych (dip/tik) /‘diptik/ n. [count] a pair of pictures 
on two panels, usually hinged together. Compare TRIP- 
TYCH. 

dire (di°r) /day°r/ adj., dir-er, dir-est. 1. causing or in- 
volving great fear or suffering; terrible: dire conse- 
quences. 2. [before a noun] indicating trouble, disaster, 
or the like: dire predictions of famine. 3. urgent; desper- 
ate: in dire need of help. 

dierect (di rekt’, di-) /di'rekt, day-/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
manage or guide by advice, instruction, etc.; supervise: 
She directs the affairs of the estate. 2. [~ + obj + to + 
verb] to give instructions to; order: / directed him to 
leave the room. 3. to serve as a director in the produc- 
tion or performance of (a play, etc.): [~ + obj): He di- 
rected five movies. [no obj): He directs with an even 
hand and a fine touch. 4. [~ + obj (+ to + obj) to tell 
or show (a person) the way to a place; guide: Can you di- 
rect me to the center of town? 5. [~ + obj (+ toward + 
obj)| to send toward a place; to channel or focus toward 
a given object or end: to direct his aim; She directed her 
energies toward her work. 6. [~ + obj + to + obj] to 
address (words, a speech, etc.) to a person or persons: 
She directed her remarks to the chairman. 7.(~ + obj 
+ to + obj) to address (a letter, etc.) to someone: to di- 
rect a package to their home. —adj. 8. proceeding in a 
Straight line or by the shortest course; straight: a direct 
route. 9. [before a noun) proceeding in an unbroken line 
of descent: a direct descendant. 10. (before a noun) 
without intermediary agents; immediate: insisted on di- 
rect contact with the negotiating team. 11. straightfor- 
ward; frank; Candid: } want you to be as direct as possi- 
ble. 12. (before a noun] absolute; exact: the direct 
opposite. —adv. 13. in a direct manner; directly; straight: 
We flew direct to Moscow. —di-rect/ness, n. [non- 
count): The directness of her answers startled me. See 
-RECT-. —~Related Words. oirecT is an adjective and a 
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verb, DIRECTLY iS an adverb, DIRECTION is a noun: He is a 
direct person and always tells you what he’s thinking. She 
directs movies. He answered the questions directly. In 
which direction is the wind blowing? 

direct’ cur/rent, n. (noncount) an electric current of 
constant and only one direction. Abbr.: DC Compare AL- 
TERNATING CURRENT. 

dierec-tion (di rek/shən, di-) /di'rekfon, day-/ n. 1. 
(noncommnt) an act or instance of directing: working with a 
minimum of direction. 2. the line along which anything 
lies, faces, or moves, with reference to the point or re- 
gion toward which it is directed: [connt]: We wandered off 
in the wrong direction. The direction is north. We headed 
out in several directions at once. (noncount): | have a 
bad sense of direction. 3. [count] a line of thought or ac- 
tion or a tendency or inclination: the direction of contem- 
porary thought. 4. Usually, directions. [plural] 
instructions or guidance: confusing directions for assem- 
bling the furniture. $. (norcount) management; control; 
supervision: Under his direction the company’s profits 
soared. 6. [noncount) the technique, art, or business of 
a stage or film director or of a musical conductor giving 
instructions: Under her direction the orchestra played 
several pieces beautifully. 7. (noncount]) a purpose or 
guiding orientation; focus: He seems to lack direction in 
his life. —dierec/tion-al, adj. [before a nour): I turned 
on the car's right directional signal. See -RECT-. 

di-rec-tive (di rek/tiv, di-) /di'rektiv, day-/ adj. 1. serv- 
ing to direct; directing. —. [count] 2. an instruction or 
direction; an order: He received a directive from head- 
quarters. 

directly (di rekt/lé, di-) /di'rektliy, day-/ adv. 1. in a 
direct line; straight: She drove directly to school. 2. at 
once; without delay: He left directly and didn't come back 
till later. 3. shortly; soon: The guests will be arriving di- 
rectly. 4. frankly; truthfully; candidly: Don't be afraid to 
speak directly. —conj. 5. Chiefly Brit. as soon as: Directly 
he arrived, he sat down. 

direct’ ob/’ject, n. [count] a word or group of words 
representing the person or thing on which the action of a 
verb is performed, or toward which it is directed: The 
pronoun it in \ saw it is the direct object. 

di-rec-tor (di rek/tar, di-) /di'rektor, day-/ n. [count] 1. 
a person or thing that directs. 2. one of a group of per- 
sons chosen to govern the affairs of a company: She was 
elected to the board of directors. 3. one who interprets 
the script and supervises the development of a theater, 
film, television, or radio production: The director told the 
cameraman to give him a close-up. 4. CONDUCTOR (def. 
3). —di-rec’tor-ship’, r. [roncount) 

di-rec-to-rate (di rek/tar it, di-) /di'rektorit, day-/ n. 
[court] 1. the office of a director. 2. a body of directors. 
dierec-to-ry (di rek/ta rē, di-) /di'rektoriy, day-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. 1. a book containing an alphabetical 
index of the names and addresses of persons in an area 
or organization: the teleplione directory. 2. a board or 
tablet on a wall of a building listing the location of the 
occupants. 3. a. a division in a structure that organizes 
the storage of computer files on a disk: You can create a 
new directory by typing “mid.” b. a listing of such stored 
files: Bad news: your file is not listed in the directory. 
dirge (dirj) /dard3/ nu. (court) 1. a funeral song to 
mourn and honor the dead: a slow, sad, ancient Irish 
dirge. 2. anything that resembles such a song, such as a 
poem of sorrow for the dead. 

dir-i-gi-ble (dir/i ja bəl, di rij7a-) /‘dirid3abal, dı'rıd3ə-/ 
i. AIRSHIP. 

dirt (dûrt) /dart/ u. [noricourit] 1. any foul or filthy sub- 
stance, such as mud: / couldn't get the dirt off my 
clothes. 2. earth or soil, esp. when loose: good dirt for 
growing vegetables. 3. something or someone vile or 
worthless: Slie treated mie like dirt. 4. moral filth; vile- 
ness. 5. gossip, esp. of a malicious nature: /isterting to 
the latest dirt. —Idiom. 6. do someone dirt, [do + 
obj + ~) to cause someone harm: / would never do her 
dirt. 

dirt’-cheap’, adj. 1. very cheap: dirt-cheap prices. 
—adyv. 2. very cheaply: bought it dirt-cheap. 

dirt-y (dûr/tē) /‘dartiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est, v., -ied, -y-ing, 
adv. —adj. 1. soiled with dirt: Had to waslıi hiis dirty 
hands. 2. spreading dirt; soiling: dirty smoke. 3. vile; 
mean; deserving contempt: a dirty scoundrel. 4. ob- 
scene; pornographic; lewd: a dirty joke; dirty pictures. 5. 
undesirable or unpleasant; disagreeable: You left the 
dirty work for te. 6. very unfortunate or regrettable: a 
dirty slame! 7. not fair or sportsmanlike; dishonest; dis- 
honorable: a dirty figiiter. 8. hostile or resentful: to give 
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someone a dirty look. 9. not bright or clear; somewhat 
dull: dirty blond hair. 10. received through illegal means: 
dirty money from organized crime. —v. 11. to make or 
become dirty: [~ + obj]: Try not to dirty your new white 
shoes. [no obj): Those white socks dirty easily. —adv. 
12. Informal. in a mean or underhand way: The other 
high school football team played dirty. 13. Informal. in a 
lewd manner: to talk dirty. —dirteiely (dûr/tl €) /‘dartliy/ 
adv. —dirt/ieness, n. [poncount) 

dis-, prefix. dis- comes from Latin, where it has the lit- 
eral meaning “apart.” tt now has the following meanings: 
1. opposite of: disagreement (= opposite of agreement). 
2. not: disapprove (= not to approve); dishonest (= not 
honest); disobey (= not obey). 3. reverse; remove: dis- 
connect (= to remiove the connection of); discontinue (= 
to stop continuing); dissolve (= remove the solidness of; 
make liquid). 

dis-arbil-i-ty (dis/ə bili tē) /,disa'bilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] lack of adequate strength or ability; incapac- 
ity: a life of disability. 2. [count] a physical or mental 
handicap: His disabilities were not going to stand in his 
way. 3. [count] anything that disables or puts one at a 
disadvantage. 

dis-a-ble (dis a/bal) /dis'cybal/ v. [~ + obj], -bled, 
-bling. to make unable or unfit; weaken or destroy the 
capability of; cripple: That illness disabled him and left 
him unable to work. 

dis-a-buse (dis’a bydoz’) /,disa'byuwz/ v. [~ + obj + of 
+ obj), -bused, -bus-ing. to free (someone) from decep- 
tion or error: Let mie disabuse you of that foolish idea. 

dis-ad-van-tage (dis’ad van/tij) /,disod'ventid3/ n. 
(count; usually singular) 1. absence of advantage or 
equality: My years of experience at that old job actually 
put me at a disadvantage in this new one. 2. something 
that puts one in an unfavorable position or condition: A 
bad temper is a disadvantage. —dis-ad-van-ta-geous 
(dis ad/van ta/jas) /dis,zdvan'teyd3as/ adj. 

disead-van-taged (dis’ed van/tijd) /,disod'vaentid3d/ 
adj. 1. lacking the necessities and comforts of life: disad- 
vantaged families. —n. the disadvantaged, [plural; 
used with a plural verb] 2. people who lack such necessi- 
ties and comforts. 

diseaf-fect (dis’a fekt’) /diso 'fekt/ v. [~ + obj] to lose 
or undo the affection of; make discontented: That politi- 
cian managed to disaffect every major voting bloc. 
—dis/af-fect/ed, adj.: the millions of disaffected voters. 
—dis-af-fec-tion (dis/ə fek’shan) /,disa'fekfan/ n. [non- 
count): widespread voter disaffection. 

dis-a-gree (dis’a gré’) /,disa'griy/ v. 1. [usually: not: be 

~-ing] to fail to agree; differ: [no obj): I'm afraid our 

conclusions disagree. [~ + with + obj): The conclusions 
disagree with the facts. 2. [~ + with + obj] to differ in 
opinion; dissent: Three of the judges disagreed with the 
verdict. 3. [~ + with + obj] (of the weather, food, etc.) 
to cause physical discomfort; have ill effects on: Oysters 
disagree with me. —dis/a-gree’/ment, n. [noncoit): 
The two sides are in disagreement. [count]: We had a vi- 
olent disagreement. —Usage. Compare AGREE and DISA- 
Gree when they are followed by a clause, for example, 
that the earth is round. With AGREE two Structures are 
possible: [~ + with + the statemenlclainvetc. + (that) 
clause): | agree with the statement (or Claim, etc.) that 
the earth is round; and: [~ + (that) clause): | agree that 
the earth is round. With DISAGREE Only one Structure is 
possible: (~ + witli + the statement/clainvetc. + (that) 
clause): | disagree with the statement (or claim, etc.) that 
the earth is round. — Related Words. DISAGREE is a 
verb, DISAGREEABLE iS an adjective, DISAGREEMENT is a 
noun: / disagree with you. The weather is disagreeable. 
We had several disagreements but we finally reached a 
settlemenit. 

dis:a-gree-a-ble (dis’a gré’a bal) /,disa'griyabal/ adj. 1. 
opposite to one’s taste or liking; offensive: The cold 
weather has been really disagreeable. 2. unpleasant in 
manner; surly; grouchy: She's always so disagreeable in 
the morning. —dis/a-gree’a-bly, adv. 

dis-al-low (dis’a lou’) /,disa'taw/ v. [~ + obj] to reject; 
refuse to allow or accept; refuse to admit the validity of: 
The judge disallowed our claim. 

dis:ap:pear (dis’a pér’) /disoa'piar/ v. [no obj) 1. to 
cease to be seen; vanish from sight: The sun disap- 
peared beneath the horizon. 2. to cease to exist or be 
known; pass away: Dinosaurs disappeared miillions of 
years ago. —dis/ap-pear’ance, n. [count; noncount) 

dis:ap:point (dis’a point’) /,disa'poynt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. 
to fail to reach the expectations, hopes, or wishes of: 
That last job rejection disappointed me badly. 2. to de- 
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feat the fulfillment of: to disappoint hopes. —dis’ap- 
point/ment, n. [noncount]: The actress learned to han- 
dle disappointment. [count]: That third novel was a big 
disappointment. —-Related Words. Disappoint is a verb, 
DISAPPOINTMENT iS a NOUN, DISAPPOINTED and DISAPPOINTING 
are adjectives: She disappointed hir when she told a lie. 
He faced one disappointment after another. The disap- 
pointed tearm headed horme after their loss. It was a dis- 
appointing loss. See -POINT-. 

dis-ap-point-ed (dis’a poin/tid) /\disa'poyntid/ adj. re- 
lated to or marked by disappointment: / was greatly dis- 
appointed at not getting the job. 

dis-ap-point-ing (dis’a poin/ting) /,diso'poyntin/ adj. 
causing or bringing about disappointment: /t was a dis- 
appointing loss for the whole team. 

dis-ap-prove (dis’a prddov’) /,disa'pruwv/ v., -proved, 
-proveing. 1. [~ + obj) to withhold approval from; re- 
fuse to allow: Her request to be rehired was disapproved 
by the commnittee. 2. to have an unfavorable opinion; ex- 
press disapproval: [no obj]: She wants to go away to col- 
lege but her parents disapprove. [~ + of + obj]: Her 
parents disapprove of her plan to go away to college. 
—dis’ap-prov/al, n. [noncount]: gave me a frowning 
look of disapproval. —dis’/ap-prov/ing-ly, adv. See 
-PROV-. 

disearm (dis arm/) /dis‘arm/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to take 
away weapons from (someone): The police disarmed the 
remaining suspects. 2. [~ + obj] to remove the fuze or 
other activating device from: to disarm a bomb. 3. [~ + 
obj] to deprive of the means of attack or defense: He was 
disarmed by her logic. 4. [~ + obj] to take away or re- 
move anger, suspicion, etc.; win the affection or approval 
of; charm: She can always disarm me with one of her 
happy little smiles. 5. [no obj] (of a country) to reduce or 
limit armed forces: The superpowers never agreed to dis- 
arm. See -ARN-. 

dissars-ma-ment (dis ar’ma ment) /dis'armamont/ n. 
[noncount] the act or policy of reducing the armed forces 
of a country, esp. of its nuclear weapons: advocating 
complete and unconditional disarmament. See -ARN-. 

dissarm:ing (dis ar/ming) /dis‘armin/ adj. taking away 
anger Or Suspicion, etc., as by being charming: a disarm- 
ing smile. —dis-arm/ingsly, adv.: She smiled disarm- 
ingly. 

dis-ar-range (dis’a ranj’) /,disa'reynd3/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ranged, -rang-ing. to disturb the arrangement of; un- 
settle: The kids came in and disarranged the place. 

dis-ar-ray (dis’a ra’) /,disa'rey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put 
out Of array or order; throw into disorder. —n. (non- 
count) 2. disorder; confusion: The unsupervised class 
was in total disarray. 

dis-as-so-cisate (dis’a sO/shé at’, -sé-) /,diso'sowfiy- 
Eyt, -siy-/ v. [~ + obj), -at-ed, -ateing. to dissociate. 
See -soc-. 

diseas-ter (di zas/tar) /di'zæstər/ n. an overwhelming 
calamity or catastrophe: [count]: The earthquake was a 
terrible disaster for that town. [noncount]: Those actions 
will result in disaster for the economy. See -ASTRO-. 

dis-ast-rous (di zas/tras) /di'zestras/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to a disaster: a disastrous earthquake. 2. performed 
or done very poorly; failing badly: He gave a disastrous 
presentation of his proposal. —diseas/trousely, adv. 
See -ASTRO-. 

dis-a-vow (dis’a vou’) /,disa'vaw/ v. [~ + obj] to claim 
no knowledge of, connection with, or responsibility for: 
The director disavowed any knowledge of my actions. 
—dis’a-vow/al, n. [noncount): disavowal of any knowl- 
edge. [count]: issuing a disavowal of that position. 

dis-band (dis band’) /dis'band/ v. to (cause to) break up 
or dissolve (an organization): [no obj): The organization 
disbanded when its leader was arrested. [~ + obj]: The 
government tried to disband his little organization. 

dis-bar (dis bar’) /dis'bar/ v. [~ + obj], -barred, -bar- 
ring. to expel from the legal profession: The lawyer was 
disbarred from practicing again. —dis-bar/ment, n. 
[noncount): She faced disbarment for perjury. 

dis-be-lief (dis’bi lēf/) /,disbi'liyf/ n. [noncount] refusing 
to believe: My disbelief in his alibi was obvious. 

dissbe-lieve (dis/bi lév’) /,disbi'liyv/ v., -lieved, -liev- 
ing. to have no belief in; refuse or reject belief in: [~ + 
obj): | disbelieved him and his story. [no obj; (~ + in + 
obj)): | disbelieved in magic. 

diseburse (dis burs’) /dis'b3rs/ v. [~ + obj], -bursed, 
-burs:ing. to pay out (money), esp. for expenses; ex- 
pend: Salaries are disbursed by the payrnaster’s office. 
—dis-burse’/ment, n. [noncount] 
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disc (disk) /disk/ n. [count] 1. a phonograph record. 2. 
DISK. 

dis-card (v. di skard’; n. dis/kard) / v. di'skard; n. ‘disk- 
ard/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to dispose of; get rid of: We dis- 
carded soine old Clothes. 2. to throw out (a playing card) 
from one’s hand: / discarded a couple of low cards. —n. 
[count] 3. a person or thing that is cast out, rejected, or 
thrown out. 

disecern (di stir’) /di's3rn/ v. [nots be + ~ing] 1. [~ 
+ obj] to perceive by the sight or by the intellect; recog- 
nize: She could discern a faint light ahead in the forest. 
2. to distinguish in the mind: [~ + obj]: to discern right 
from wrong. [~ + that clause]: Can he discern that his 
enemies are doing harın to hin? —dis-cern/i-ble, dis- 
cern/a-ble, adj.: The light was barely discernible in the 
distance. —dis-cern/ment, n. [noncount] See -CERN-. 

dis-cernsing (di stirn/ing) /di'ssrnin/ adj. able to distin- 
guish (things) in the mind: very discerning in his analysis 
of the problem. See -cern-. 

dis-charge (v. dis charj’; n. dis/charj, dis charj’) / v. 
dis'tfard3; n. ‘distfard3, dis'tfard3/ v, -charged, 
-charg-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj (+ froin + obj)] to re- 
lease or send away: They discharged hirn from prison. 2. 
[~ + obj] to fulfill or do (a duty, etc.): He was no longer 
able to discharge his duties faithfully. 3. [~ + obj] to 
take away the employment of; dismiss (someone) from 
service: His boss discharged hiim because of his ab- 
sences. 4. [~ + obj] to pay (a debt): discharging all his 
debts. 5. to (cause to) fire, go off, or shoot (a gun): [~ + 
obj): In crowded places the police should not discharge 
their weapons. [no obj]: The weapon discharged when it 
hit the ground. 6. to pour forth: [no obj): The oil was 
discharging frorn the tanker at the rate of thousands of 
gallons an hour. [~ + obj): The tanker was discharging 
thousands of gallons of oil. 7. to (cause to) lose or give 
up a charge of electricity: [no obj]: The weakened battery 
was no longer discharging. [~ + obj]: It can't discharge 
electricity if it's not connected properly. 8. [~ + obj] to 
remove or send forth (from); unload: to discharge a ship. 
—n. 9. [count] the act of firing a weapon. 10. a sending 
or coming forth: [noncount): to halt further discharge of 
waste into the river. [count]: a discharge of five million 
tons of crude oil. 11. [noncount] something sent forth or 
emitted: a lot of discharge from the wound. 12. a re- 
lease or dismissal: [count]: an honorable discharge from 
the army. [noncount): discharge of several employees. 

disciple (di si/pal) /di'saypal/ n. [count] 1. one of the 
12 apostles of Christ. 2. a pupil or follower of another: a 
disciple of Freud. 

dis-ci-plienarsiean (dis’a pla nar’é ən) /diso- 
plo'neariyon/ n. [count] 1. a person who enforces or 
favors the use of discipline: a strict disciplinarian. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. disciplinary. 

dis-ci-plienasry (dis’a pli nar’é) /‘disaphi,neariy/ adj. 
[before a noun) of or relating to discipline: a disciplinary 
teacher. 

dis-ci-pline (dis’a plin) /‘disaplin/ n., v., -plined, -pline 
ing. —n. 1. [noncountg) training to act in accordance with 
rules; drill: military discipline. 2. [noncount] exercise that 
develops a skill; training: Working at the typewriter every 
day is good discipline for a writer. 3. [noncount) behav- 
ior in accord with rules of conduct: keeping good disci- 
pline in an army. 4. [noncount] punishment given by way 
of correction and training: Discipline consisted of derner- 
its for incorrect answers. 5. (noncount) the training effect 
of experience, difficulty, etc.: the harsh discipline of pov- 
erty. 6. [count] a branch of instruction or learning: the 
disciplines of history and economics. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to 
train by instruction and exercise; drill: His dog was disci- 
plined by a professional trainer. 8. to punish or penalize; 
correct: Those teachers weren't afraid to discipline their 
students. —dis/ci-plined, adj.: The strictly disciplined 
army continued to march. 

disc’ jock/ey, n. [count] one who selects and plays re- 
cordings on a radio program or at a discotheque. Abbr.: 
DJ 

dis-claim (dis klam/) /dis'kleym/ v. [~ + obj] to deny 
connection with; disavow; disown: He disclaimed respon- 
sibility for the accident. —dis-claim/er, n. [count]: The 
company printed a disclaimer on the product. See 
-CLAIM-. 

dis-close (di skl6z/) /di'sklowz/ v., -closed, -clos-ing. 1. 
to make known; reveal: [~ + obj]: to disclose a secret. 
(~ + ( that) clause]: The company disclosed that it had 
lost money on the deal. 2. [~ + obj] to lay open to view: 
In spring the flowers disclose their colors. See -cvos-. 

disclosure (di sklO/zhar) /di'sklow3ar/ n. 1. [non- 
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count) the act of disclosing: calling for full disclosure of 
the facts of the case. 2. [count] something revealed: a 
damaging disclosure about the candidates past. See 
-CLOS-. 

diseco (dis/kō) /'diskow/ n., pl. -cos, v. —n. 1. [count] a 
discotheque: dancing at a disco all night. 2. [noncount) a 
style of popular dance music with electronic instrumenta- 
tion and a heavy, rhythmic beat. —v. [no obj) 3. to dance 
to disco: discoing all night. 

dis-col-or (dis kulfar) /dis'kalor/ v. to (cause to) spoil 
the color (of); fade or stain: [no obj): The carpet had dis- 
colored over the years. [~ + obj): Water discolored the 
carpet. —dis-col-or-a-tion (dis  kul/a  ra/shan) 
/dis,kala'reyfan/ rt. [noncount): The carpet showed dis- 
coloration due to age. [count]: an ugly discoloration on 
the fruit. 

dis-com-bob-u-late (dis’kam bob/ya lat’) /,disk- 
am'bobya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to con- 
fuse; upset; frustrate: The speaker was completely dis- 
combobulated by the hecklers. —dis-com-bob-u-la-tion 
(dis’kam bob/ya lā/shən) /,diskom,bobya'leyfon/ n. 
[noncount) 

dis-com-fit (dis kum/fit) /dis'kamfit/ v. [~ + obj) to 
confuse and deject; upset; disconcert: The tricky question 
about his finances discomfited the mayor. 

dis-com-fit-eure (dis kum/fi char) /dis'kamfitfor/ n. 
[noncount) confusion; a feeling of being upset: the can- 
didate’s obvious discomfiture at the questions about his 
past. 

dis-com-fort (dis kun)/fart) /dis'kamfoart/ n. [count] 1. 
an absence of comfort or ease: a life of discomfort in a 
wheelchair. 2. anything disturbing to comfort: the dis- 
comforts of waiting in the airport. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
make uneasy: Those minor annoyances don't discomfort 
me, See -FORT-. 

dis-com-pos-ure (dis’/kam pO/zhar) /,diskam'pow3oar/ n. 
[noncount] a condition of disorder and disturbance: 
showed obvious discomposure when questioned. 

dis-con-cert (dis’kan surt’) /,diskon'sart/ v. [~ + obj] 
to disturb (a person's) self-possession, as by throwing 
into confusion: His constant shuffling of papers discort- 
certed me. —dis-con-cert/’ed, adj. —dis-con-cert/ing, 
adj. See -CERT-. 

dis-con-nect (dis/kə nekt/) /,diska'nekt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to interrupt the connection of (something) or between 
(two things): The electricity company disconnected his 
house. I was talking on the phone and suddenly got dis- 
connected. 2. [~ + obj + from + obj) to detach; sepa- 
rate: Disconnect the power source from the computer 
before opening the back. —dis-connec-tion (dis’ka- 
nek/shan) /,disko'nekfan/ n. [noncount): disconnection 
from reality. [count]: another disconnection before | 
could talk. [noncount) See -NEC-. 

dis-con-nect-ed (dis/kə nek/tid) /,disko'nektid/ adj. 1. 
(of ideas) disjointed; not holding together well: a very 
disconnected essay. 2. (of a person) not coherent; seem- 
ing to be irrational: The boy las seerned disconnected 
and strange ever since the incident. —dis/con-nect/ed- 
ly, adv. —dis’/con-nect/ed-ness, 1. [norcourtt] See 
-NEC-. 

dis-con-so-late (dis kon/sa lit) /dis'konsoalit/ adj. very 
depressed, downhearted, or unhappy: She is disconso- 
late over the loss of lier pet. —dis-con/so-late-ly, adv.: 
They sat disconsolately in the corner, See -SOva-. 
dis-con-tent (dis’kan tent’) /,diskan'tent/ n. [norcount] 
1. Also, dis’con-tent/ment. lack of contentment; dissat- 
isfaction: a vague feeling of discontent. 2. a restless de- 
sire for what one does not have; a longing for something 
better. 

dis-con-tent-ed (dis/kən ten/tid) /,diskon'tentid/ adj. 
dissatisfied; restlessly unhappy: discontented witht her 
dult life. 

dis-con-tin-ue (dis/kən tin’ydo) /,diskon'tinyuw/ v., -tine 
ued, -tin-u-ing. 1. to (cause to) come to an end or stop; 
cease: [~ + obj): | had to discontinue my class when t 
sprained my ankle. [~ + verb-ing]: He discontinued run- 
ning in the cold weather. [no obj): The job wilt discon- 
tinue in the spring. 2. [~ + obj) to cease using, produc- 
ing, subscribing to, etc.: The auto manufacturer 
discontinued that car back in 1989. —dis-con-tin-ura- 
tion (dis’/kan tin’yoo ā/shən) /,diskan,tinyuw'eyfan/ n. 
[count]: a discontinuation of busiuess as usual. 
dis-con-ti-nusiety (dis’kon tn 00/1 tē, -yoo/-) /,diskon- 
tn'uwitiy, -'yuw-/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] lack of con- 
tinuity; irregular development or progress: a time of dis- 
continuity in the artist's life. 2. [count] a break or gap: a 
discontinuity in the growth of ler self-esteertt 
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discord (dis’kdrd) /‘diskord/ n. 1. [moncount) lack of 
concord or harmony between persons or things: The 
couple split up after years of discord. 2. [count] an inhar- 
monious combination of musical tones sounded to- 
gether: the discords in his music. —dis-cord/ant, adj. 
See -CORD-. 

dis-co-theque or dis-co-théque (dis/kə tek’, dis/kə- 
tek’) /‘diska,tek, ,diska'tek/ n. [count] a nightclub for 
dancing to live or recorded music. Also called disco. 

dis-count (v. dis/kount, dis kount’; n., adj. dis/kount) / 
v. 'diskawnt, dis'kawnt; n., adj. 'diskawnt/ v. [~ + obj) 
1. to deduct a certain amount from (a bill, etc.): They 
promise to discount prices at 25%. 2. to sell, or offer 
(something) for sale, at a reduced price: Automakers 
never seem to discount their overpriced cars, even when 
sales are down. 3. to disregard: / guess we shouldn't dis- 
count the possibility completely. 4. to allow for exaggera- 
tion in (a statement, etc.); believe less than completely: 
You have to discount a lot of what he says about her. 
—n. [count] 5. an amount deducted from the usual list 
price; a reduction in price: a discount of 25% on plane 
tickets. —adj. [before a noun] 6. selling at less than the 
usual price: discount items at rock-bottorn prices. 7. sell- 
ing goods at a discount: discount stores and discount 
houses. 

dis-cour-age (di skir/ij, -skur’-) /di'skarid3, -'skar-/ v., 
-aged, -ag-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to take away courage; dis- 
hearten; dispirit: Every job rejection discouraged him 
more. 2. [~ + obj + from + verb-ing] to dissuade; 
make (someone) less willing: The broker discouraged 
him from buying stock. —dis-cour/aged, adj.: The dis- 
couraged team endured their fifth loss in a row. —dis» 
cour/ag-ing, adj.: a discouraging loss. —dis-cour’ag: 
ing-ly, adv. ——-Related Words. piscouraGe is a verb, 
DISCOURAGED and DISCOURAGING are adjectives, DISCOURAGE- 
MENT is a noun: Such negative comments will discourage 
kids who are just beginning to read. The discouraged 
players gathered in the locker room after their loss. Ht 
was a discouraging loss. He faced a lot of discourage- 
ment before he won his first medal. 
dis-cour-age-ment (di skûr/ij mant, -skur/-) /di'sksr- 
1d3mont, -'skar-/ n. 1. [noncount) the state of discourag- 
ing or being discouraged: His discouragement over the 
divorce is damaging his health. 2. opposition; attempting 
to persuade someone not to do something: [noncount). 
She faced hostility and discouragement in her struggle to 
become a firefighter. (count): put up numerous discour- 
agements to keep her from succeeding. 

dis-course (n. dis’k6Ors, -kōrs; v. dis kOrs’, -kOrs’) / n. 
‘diskors, -kowrs; v. dis'kors, -'kowrs/ n., v, -coursed, 
-cours-ing. —. 1. [noncount] communication of 
thought by words; talk; conversation: The lawyers en- 
joyed the time spent on intelligent discourse. 2. [count] 
a formal discussion of a subject, such as an essay or ser- 
mon: a long discourse on the evils of drugs. —v. [~ + 
on + obj) 3. to treat a subject formally in speech or writ- 
ing: The paper discourses at length on how students 
from different language backgrounds make the same 
kinds of mistakes in the use of articles. See -cour-. 
dis-cour-te-ous (dis kir/té as) /dis'kartiyas/ adj. not 
courteous; impolite; rude: hurt by the discourteous re- 
marks. 

dis-cour-teesy (dis kir/ta sé) /dis'kartosiy/ n., pl. -sies. 
1. [noncount{) lack of courtesy; bad manners; rudeness: 
They have to endure the discourtesy of the city every day. 
2. [count] a discourteous or impolite act: They did me a 
discourtesy by not telling me about the meeting. 
dis-cov-er (di skuv’ar) /di'skavor/ v. 1. to gain knowl- 
edge of (something unknown): [~ + obj): Radioactivity 
was discovered by Marie Curie. [~ + ( that) clause]: He 
discovered that not all prehistoric apes were the same. 
2. [~ + obj] to notice or realize; find out about: discov- 
ered the treasure quite by accident. —dis-cov’er-er, 1. 
[count] —Syn. Compare piscoveR and INVENT, two 
words that deal with something new. DISCOVER is used 
when the object is an idea or place that existed before, 
but few people or no one knew about it, and someone 
comes into the knowledge of it. In the sentence Colur- 
bus discovered the New World, the New World clearly ex- 
isted, and was known to the people living there, but not 
to Columbus and the people of his time. INVENT is used 
when the object is a device or thing built. In the sentence 
Edison invented the light bulb, the light bulb did not exist 
before Edison invented it, nor was it known by anyone. 
dis-cov-er-y (di skuv’ar €) /di'skavoriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-er-ies. 1. the act of discovering: the discovery of elec- 
tricity. 2. the act of finding something out: new discove- 
ries about the srtiverse. 
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dis-cred-it (dis kred/it) /dis'kredit/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
injure the reputation of; defame: discredited my good 
name with gossip. 2. to destroy confidence in the relia- 
bility of: to discredit a witness. —n. [noncount] 3. loss or 
lack of belief or confidence; distrust. —dis-cred/it-a-ble, 
adj. 

dis-creet (di skrét’) /di'skriyt/ adj. careful or tactful in 
one’s conduct or speech; circumspect; diplomatic: a few 
discreet inquiries about his credit rating. —dis-creet/ly, 
adv. 

dis-crep-an-cy (di skrep/an sé) /di'skreponsiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] the state or quality of lacking agree- 
ment; inconsistency: discrepancy in the eyewitness ac- 
counts of the accident. 2. [count] an instance of differ- 
ence or inconsistency: a few discrepancies in the account 
of the accident. 

dis-crete (di skrét’) /di'skriyt/ adj. apart or detached 
from others; separate; distinct: The college was reorgan- 
ized into six discrete departments. 

dis-cre-tion (di skresh’an) /di'skrefon/ n. (noncount] 1. 
the power to decide or act according to one’s own judg- 
ment: The judge has discretion in the matter of sentenc- 
ing. 2. the quality of being discreet; tactfulness: / can 
count on your discretion to keep quiet about his drink- 
ing. ——Idiom. 3. at one’s discretion, at the discre- 
tion of, in accordance with (someone’s) judgment or will: 
They may withdraw the money at their discretion and use 
it to pay for college. —dis-cre/tion-ar’y, adj.: discretion- 
ary funds. 

dis-crim-ienate (di skrim/a nat’) /di'skrimo ,neyt / v., 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to make a distinction for or against 
a person on the basis of the group or class to which the 
person belongs, rather than according to merit: [no obj): 
No company should expect to discriminate today and get 
away with it. [~ + against + obj]: Those employers dis- 
criminated against women for higher-paying jobs. {~ + 
in favor of): Is it acceptable to discriminate in favor of 
certain groups? 2. [~ + between/among] to make, take 
note of, or observe a difference: He has trouble discrimi- 
nating between red and green. 

dis-crim-ienat-ing (di skrim’e = nat/ing) = /di'skrim- 
a,neytin/ adj. having the ability to distinguish or judge 
among things: commercials aimed at the so-called dis- 
criminating buyer. 

dis-crim-i-na-tion (di skrim’a nāshən) /di,skrim- 
ə'neyfən/ n. (noncount] 1. the act or practice of discrim- 
inating: job discrimination. 2. the ability to make or see 
differences; the ability to distinguish or judge among 
things: fine discrimination in his choice of wine. 

dis-crim-i-na-torry (di skrim’a nə tér/é, -tōr/ē) 
/di'skrimana,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. relating to or marked by 
discrimination: carefully monitored the company's dis- 
criminatory hiring practices for a future lawsuit. 

disecur-sive (di skiir’siv) /di'skarsiv/ adj. passing from 
one subject to another; rambling: a discursive writing 
Style. See -cur-. 

dis-cus (dis’kas) /‘diskos/ n. 1. [count] a circular disk for 
throwing in athletic competition: He threw the discus in 
the Olympics. 2. [noncount] the sport of throwing this 
disk for distance: He got the gold medal in the discus. 

dis-cuss (di skus’) /di'skas/ v. [~ + obj] to consider or 
examine by argument; debate: He was happy to discuss 
anything with her. 

dis-cus-sant (di skus’ant) /di'skasont/ n. [count] a per- 
son who participates in a formal discussion or sympo- 
sium. 

dis-cus-sion (di sku/shən) /di'skafon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of discussing: / don't think his proposals leave 
much room for discussion. 2. [count] an instance of dis- 
cussing: We had a long discussion on why | shouldn't ap- 
peal his decision. 

dis-dain (dis dan’, di stan’) /dis'deyn, di'steyn/ v. (not: 
be + ~-ing] 1. [~ + obj] to look upon or treat with con- 
tempt; despise; scorn: He disdained all my offers of help. 
2. to think unworthy of notice; consider beneath oneself: 
[~ + to + verb]: She disdained to answer. [~ + verb- 
ing]: She disdained replying to the insults. —n. [non- 
count] 3. a feeling of contempt for anything unworthy; 
scorn: a look of disdain on her face. —dis-dain/ful, adj. 

Syn. See CONTEMPT. 

dis-ease (di zéz/) /di'ziyz/ n. 1. illness; sickness: (non- 
count]: Disease ray result frorn infection, deficient nutri- 
tion, or environmental factors. [count]: Fhi is a conta- 
gious disease. 2. [count] any harmful condition, as of 
society. —diseeased’, adj.: the product of a diseased 
mind. 

dis-em-bark (dis’em bark’) /,disem'bark/ v. 1. [no obj] 
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to go ashore from a ship: The troops disernbarked on 
the beach just before dawn. 2. (no obj) to leave an air- 
craft: Passengers should disernbark from the rear of the 
plane. 3. {~ + obj) to remove or unload (Cargo) from a 
vehicle. —dis-em-bar-ka-tion (dis em/bar kā/shən) 
/dis,embar'keyfon/ dis’em-bark/ment, n. (noncount) 

dis-em-bod-ied (dis’em bod/éd) /,disem'bndiyd/ adj. 
[before a noun] being without a body; existing as if with- 
out a body: A disembodied voice carne out of the loud- 
speaker. —dis’/em-bod/iement, n. [(noncount] 

dis-em-bow-el (dis’em bou/al) /,disem'bawal/ v. [~ + 
obj), -eled or -elled, -eling or -el-ling. to remove the 
bowels or inner organs of. 

dis-en-chant-ed (dis’en chant/id) /,disen'tfantid/ adj. 
no longer pleased with; disillusioned: / had become com- 
pletely disenchanted with my job. —dis/en-chant/ment, 
n. [noncount] 

dis-en-fran-chise (dis’en fran/chiz) /,disen'frantfayz/ 
v. [~ + obj], -chised, -chis-ing. to take away the right of 
(a citizen) to vote: The new laws disenfranchised sorne 
citizens. 

dis-en-gage (dis’en gaj’) /,disen'geyd3/ v., -gaged, 
-gag-ing. 1. [no obj) (of an army) to stop fighting and 
move back: As the enemy retreated, we were ordered to 
disengage. 2. to (cause to) become released from con- 
nection: [no Obj): Suddenly the clutch just disengaged. 
[~ + obj): Disengage the clutch and let's see what hap- 
pens. 3. [~ + obj] to free (oneself) from; separate from: 
l tried to disengage inyself from his grip. —dis/en- 
gage/ment, n. [noncouni] 

dis-en-tan-gle (dis/en tang/gəl) /,disen'tangal/ v., 
-gled, -gling. to (cause to) become free from entangle- 
ment: {~ + obj: They disentangled the ropes and 
heaved them on the ship. (no obj): The wires disentan- 
gled and carne loose. —dis’en-tan’gle-ment, n. [non- 
count) 

dis-es-tab-lish (dis/i stab/lish) /,disi'staeblif/ v. [~ + 
obj) to withdraw or end state recognition or support from 
(a church). —dis’es-tab/lishement, n. [noncount) 

dis-fa-vor (dis fa/var) /dis'feyvar/ n. 1. [noncount] un- 
favorable regard; displeasure; dislike: feared the king's 
disfavor. 2. [noncount] the state of being regarded unfa- 
vorably; disrepute: Short skirts are in disfavor this year. 
3. [count] an unhelpful act; disservice: You've done your- 
Self a terrible disfavor. Also, esp. Brit., dis-fa/vour. 

dis*fig-ure (dis fig’yar) /dis'figyor/ v. [~ + obj], -ured, 
-ureing. to mar the appearance of; deform; deface: He 
was badly disfigured in the fire. —dis-fig/ureement, n. 
[count; noncount] 

dis-fran-chise (dis fran/chiz) /dis'frentfayz/ or dissen. 
fran-chise (dis’en fran/chiz) /,disen'frentfayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -chised, -chis-ing. to take away or disallow the 
right of (a citizen) to vote. —dis-fran-chise-ment (dis- 
fran’chiz meant, -chiz-) /dis'fraentfayzmont, -tfiz-/ n. 
[noncount] 

disgorge (dis g6rj’) /dis'gord3/ v. [~ + obj], -gorged, 
-gorg-ing. to eject or throw out; empty out: disgorging 
radioactive waste into the attnosphere. 

dis-grace (dis gras’) /dis'yreys/ n., v., -graced, -grac- 
ing. —n. 1. (noncount] the loss of respect or honor; ig- 
nominy: He had to resign in disgrace. 2. (count; usually 
Singular] a person, act, or thing that causes shame. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to bring or reflect shame or dishonor upon: 
She disgraced herself by passing out at the party. 4. to 
dismiss with discredit: to be disgraced at court. —dise 
grace’ful, adj.: disgraceful manners. —dis-grace/ful- 
ly, adv. 

dis-grun-tled (dis grun/tld) /dis'grantld/ adj. in a state 
of sulky dissatisfaction; discontented; irritated: My father 
always became disgruntled if dinner was late. 

dis-guise (dis giz’, di skiz’) /dis'gayz, di'skayz/ v., 
-guised, -guis-ing, n. —v.1.(~ + obj + as + obj) to 
change the appearance of so as to mislead: The army 
disguised the soldiers as ordinary villagers. 2. {~ + obj] 
to conceal the truth of by a false form or appearance; 
misrepresent: fo disguise his trie intentions. —n. 3. 
[count] something that serves or is intended to conceal 
identity, character, or quality: Dressing as palace guards 
was a Clever disguise. 4. (noncount] the process of dis- 
guising: The jewel thief was a master of disguise. 

dis-gust (dis gust’, di skust/) /dis'gast, di'skast/ v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to offend the sensibilities of: His terrible anners 
at the dinner table disgusted us. 2. to cause a feeling of 
strong sickness or nausea in: The awful food at the hotel 
disgusted her. —n. [noncount] 3. repugnance caused by 
something offensive; strong hatred or aversion: He 
couldn't hide his disgust at the atrocity. 4. a strong dis- 
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taste; nausea: Feelings of disgust and trembling came 
over her. —-Related Words. viscust is a verb and a 
noun, DISGUSTING and DISGUSTED are adjectives: Violence 
disgusts mie. He was filled with disgust by all that vio- 
lence. The movie was disgusting. The disgusted workers 
went home early. 

dis-gust-ed (dis gus/tid, di skus/-) /dis'gastid, di'skas-/ 
adj. overwhelmed by a feeling of disgust: They were dis- 
gusted by the violence in the movie. 

dis-gust-ing (dis gus/ting, di skus/-) /dis'gastin, 
di'skas-/ adj. bringing or causing a feeling of disgust: a 
disgusting srnell of rotting cabbage. 

dish (dish) /dif/ n. [count] 1. a plate used esp. for hold- 
ing or serving food: Put the dishes on the table. 2.a 
container used to bake or cook food: a glass baking dish 
for bread. 3. all the plates, bowls, cups, and utensils 
used at a meal: Who will wash the dishes tonight? &. a 
particular type of food or preparation of food: This is an 
easy dish to make. 5. Also called dish’ anten/na. a 
dish-shaped reflector, used esp. for receiving satellite 
and microwave signals. —v. 6. dish out, /nfornial. a. [~ 
+ ont + obj) to deal out; distribute: He dished out some 
food to the waiting customers. b. to give out; inflict: [~ 
+ ont + obj): Their jailers dished out their punishinent. 
[~ + obj + out]: She can dish it out, but can she take it, 
too? 7. dish up, [~ + up + obj) to put (food) on plates; 
distribute: He dished up meals for the homeless. 

dish-cloth (dish’kl6th’, -kloth’) /‘dif,klo®@, -,kIn6@/ n. 
[count] a cloth for washing dishes; dishrag. 

dissheart-en (dis har/tn) /dis'hartn/ v. [~ + obj) to 
lower or depress the hope, courage, or spirits of; dis- 
courage: News of another job rejection disheartened him 
badly. —dis-heart’ened, adj.: disheartened job seekers. 
—dis-heart/en-ing, adj.: disheartening economic news. 

dieshev-el-ed (di shev/ald) /di'fevald/ adj. or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled. (of appearance) in disarray; in loose disorder: 
their disheveled apartment; disheveled hair. —di-shev/- 
element, n. [noncount] 

diss-hon-est (dis on/ist) /dis'pnist/ adj. 1. not honest; 
untrustworthy: / wouldn't do business with such dishonest 
car dealers. 2. showing lack of honesty: That commercial 
had a lot of dishonest claims. —dis-hon/est-ly, adv.: He 
got most of his money dishonestly. 

dis-hon-es-ty (dis on/is tē) /dis'nnistiy/ n. [noncount) a 
lack of honesty. 

disehon-or (dis on/ar) /dis'onor/ n. 1. [noncount) lack or 
loss of honor; disgrace; shame: They chanted “Death be- 
fore dishonor.” 2. [count] indignity; insult: Refusing an 
offer of help was a dishonor. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to deprive 
of honor; disgrace; bring shame on: The senators cor- 
ruption dishonored both himself and his family. 4. to re- 
fuse to pay (a check, draft, etc.). —dis*hon/or-a-ble, 
adj.: Treason is a dishonorable act. 

dish-pan (dish’pan’) /‘dif,pxn/ n. [count] a large pan in 
which dishes, pots, etc., are washed. 

dish-rag (dish’rag’) /'dif,ræg/ r. DISHCLOTH. 

dish-tow-el (dish’tou/al) /‘dif,tawoal/ n. [count] a towel 
for drying dishes. 

dish-washer (dish’wosh’er, -wô/shər) /'dif,wofor, 
-,wofar/ n. [count] 1. a person who washes dishes. 2. a 
machine for washing dishes. 

dis-ileluesion (dis/i loo/zhan) /,disi'luw3an/ v. [~ + obj) 
1. to change an illusion or false belief; disenchant: / hate 
to disitlusion you, but your chances of winning are practi- 
cally zero. —n. [noncourt] 2. a freeing or a being freed 
from illusion or conviction; disenchantment. —dis/il-lu7- 
sioned, adj.: disillusioned voters fed up with politics. 
—dis/il-lu’sion-ment, n. [norcount] 

dis-ineclined (dis/in Klind’) /,disin'klaynd/ adj. [be + ~ 
+ to + verb] unwilling; averse; reluctant: They are disini- 
clined to fire sorneone without very good reason. 

dissinefect (dis’in fekt/) /,disin'fekt/ v. [~ + obj) to 
cleanse of infection; destroy disease germs in: to disin- 
fect a wound. 

dis-in-fect-ant (dis/in fekt/ant) /,disin'fektant/ n. 1. a 
substance that disinfects: [moricount]: Pour some disiri- 
fectant on the wound. [count]: The bathroom spray las a 
disinfectant in it. —adj. [before a noun) 2. capable of kill- 
ing germs: a disinfectant Cleaner. 

dis-in-gen-ueous (dis/in jen/yoo as) /,disin'd3enyuwoas/ 
adj. lacking in frankness, truth, or sincerity; insincere: 
She gave trie a disirigenuous ariswer. 

dis-inehereit (dis/in her/it) /,disin'herit/ v. [~ + obj] 1. 
to exclude (an heir) from inheriting: After the incident his 
father disinhierited Nim, 2. (usually: be + ~-ed] to de- 
prive (a people) of their culture or identity: Marly minority 
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groups throughout history have been disinherited by the 
majority. 

dis-in-te-grate (dis in’ta grat’) /dis'into,greyt/ v., 
-grat-ed, -grat-ing. to (cause to) lose solidness or 
strength; (cause to) break up or fall apart: [no obj): At 
that speed the plane begat to disintegrate. [~ + obj): 
The bultets tearing into the house disintegrated the 
flimsy walls. —disein-te-gra-tion (dis in/tə gra’shen) 
/dis,into'greyfan/ n. [noncount) 

dis-in-ter (dis’in tir’) /,disin'tsr/ v. [~ + obj], -terred, 
-terring. 1. to take up or dig out of the place of burial; 
exhume: The corpse was disinterred and re-examined by 
the coroner. 2. to bring (something) once absent back 
into view: The committee disinterred a few old studies 
done by their predecessors to prove their point. —dis/in- 
ter/ment, n. [noncount) 

dis-in-ter-est-ed (dis in’ta  res/tid, -tri stid) 
/dis'into,restid, -tristid/ adj. 1. able to act fairly because 
not influenced by personal interest or advantage; unbi- 
ased: We need some disinterested mediators to settle the 
dispute. 2. not interested; indifferent: becoming disinter- 
ested in his children. —Usage. Compare DISINTERESTED 
and UNINTERESTED. The first meaning Of DISINTERESTED, 
“able to act fairly; unbiased” is quite different from UNIN- 
TERESTED, “not taking an interest.” But the second mean- 
ing Of DISINTERESTED listed here is identical to the mean- 
ing of UNINTERESTED, and some users of English feel that 
this use of DISINTERESTED is incorrect. 

dis-joint-ed (dis join’tid) /dis'dzoyntid/ adj. separated; 
disconnected; out of order; badly arranged: The movie 
was too disjointed to make much sense. —dis-joint/ed- 
ly, adv. —dis:joint’ed-ness, n. [Noncount] See -JUNC-. 

disk (disk) /disk/ n. [count] 1. any thin, flat, circular plate 
or object. 2. any surface that is flat and round, or seem- 
ingly so: the disk of the sun. 3. oisc (def. 1). 4. any of 
several types of materials for storing electronic or com- 
puter data, consisting of thin round plates of plastic or 
metal. 5. any of various roundish, flat anatomical struc- 
tures, esp. between the bones of the backbone. 

disk-ette (di sket/) /di'sket/ n. FLOPPY DISK. 

dis-like (dis lik’) /dis'layk/ v., -liked, -lik-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to regard with displeasure; to have aversion for: [~ + 
obj): 1 dislike selfish people. [~ + verb-ing): | dislike jog- 
ging early in the morning. —n. 2. [noncount) a feeling of 
strong displeasure toward something; antipathy: My feel- 
ing wasn't exactly one of hatred, but more of strong dis- 
like. 3. [count] something or someone causing such a 
feeling: one of his strong dislikes. —-Usage. Compare 
LIKE and DISLIKE and the form of the verbs that may follow 
each. As the example above for vistike shows, that verb 
may be followed by another verb in the -ing form: / dis- 
like jogging. The verb uke on the other hand may be fol- 
lowed by a verb in the -ing form, but unlike otstike it may 
also be followed by the to + verb (or infinitive) form: / 
like jogging; I like to jog. visuixe therefore is unlike LIKE. 

dis-lo-cate (dis/l6 kat’, dis 16/kat) /'dislow,keyt, 
dis'lowkeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to put 
out of joint or out of position: His shoulder was dislo- 
cated. 2. to throw out of order; upset: Frequent strikes 
dislocated the economy. —dis-lo-caction (dis/lO kā- 
shen) /,dislow'keyfan/ n. [noncount] See -Loc-. 

dis-lodge (dis loj’) /dis'lnd3/ v. [~ + obj], -lodged, 
-lodg-ing. to remove or force out of a particular place: 
We needed a bulldozer to dislodge the rock. 

dis-loy-al (dis loial) /dis'loyal/ adj. false to one’s alle- 
giances; faithless: He was disloyal to his own department 
by snitching to the boss. —dis-loy’alkty, n. [noncount) 

dismal (diz/mal) /'dizmal/ adj. 1. causing gloom or de- 
jection; cheerless: a dismal little office. 2. lacking skill; 
inept; poorly done: a dismal effort by the basketbalt 
tearm. —dis/malely, adv.: a disirially dreary day. 

diseman-tle (dis man/tl) /dis'mznt]/ v. [~ + obj), -tled, 
-tling. to take apart; remove parts or pieces of; reduce 
the power of: They dismantled the car to fiud out what 
was wrong with it. 

disemay (dis ma’) /dis'mey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to break 
down the courage of completely; surprise unpleasantly: 
The child's failing grades dismayed his parents. —n. 
[noncount] 2. sudden or complete loss of courage: My 
heart sank with dismay as | realized wliat | had done. 

disemem-ber (dis mem/ber) /dis'membar/ v. [~ + obj) 
1. to remove limbs of; divide limb from limb: dismem- 
bered corpses. 2. to divide into parts; cut up: He wartts 
to disineniber the company. —dissmem/ber-ment, n. 
[voncount] 


dis-miss (dis mis’) /dis'mis/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to direct or 


allow to leave: The teacher dismissed the class early. 2. 
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to fire; discharge from office or service: to dismiss an 
employee. 3. to put aside from consideration: At first the 
editor dismissed the story as a nimor. See -MIS-. 

dis-mis-sal (dis mis/al) /dis'misal/ n. 1. [count] the act 
of dismissing: several dismissals because of budget cuts. 
2. [noncount] the act of discarding or rejecting some- 
thing as unworthy: made a quick dismissal of the offer. 

disemount (v. dis mount’; n. also dis’mount’) / v. 
dis'mawnt; n. also 'disjmawnt v. [no obj] 1. to get 
down or climb down from a horse or bicycle: She dis- 
mounted from the motorcycle. —n. [count] 2. an act of 
dismounting, such as in gymnastics: a dismount from the 
balance beam. 

dis-o-be-di-ence (dis’a bé’dé ans) /,diso'biydiyans/ n. 
[noncount] lack of obedience; failure to obey: Disobedi- 
ence was punished quickly. 

disso-be-di-ent (dis’a bē/dē ant) /,disa'biydiyont/ adj. 
relating to or marked by disobedience: Their disobedient 
children were never punished. 

dis-o-bey (dis’a ba’) /disa'bey/ v. to fail or refuse to 
obey: [no obj): If you disobey, you'll just go to bed ear- 
lier. [~ + obj): He was always disobeying his parents. 
—Related Words. pvisosey is a verb, DISOBEDIENT is an 
adjective, DISOBEDIENCE is a noun: The child disobeyed his 
parents. The child was disobedient to his parents. His 
disobedience was punished. 

dis-or-eder (dis 6r/dar) /dis'ordor/ n. 1. [nonconnt] lack 
of order; confusion: When the burglars left, the room was 
in complete disorder. 2. {count} an irregularity: a disor- 
der in legal proceedings. 3. public disturbance; rioting: 
[noncount]: The police could not cope with all the disor- 
der in the streets. [count]: Several disorders rocked the 
township yesterday. 4. [count] a disturbance in health: a 
mild stomach disorder. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to destroy the 
order of; disarrange: The room was disordered when we 
arrived at the scene of the burglary. 6. to derange the 
health or functions of: a disordered mind. 

dis-or-edersly (dis 6r/dar lé) /dis'ordarliy/ adj. 1. charac- 
terized by disorder; untidy: a disorderly living room. 2. 
unruly; behaving in an uncontrolled way: disorderly con- 
duct. —dis-or/der-li-ness, n. [noncount)] 

dis-or-gan-ize (dis ôr/gə niz’) /dis'orga,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz'ing. to destroy the organization or orderly 
arrangement of; throw into confusion: The secretary's 
sudden departure disorganized the whole company. 
—dis-or-gan-i-za-tion (dis  O6r/ga nə za/shan) 
/dis,orgona'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] See -orGa-. 

dis-or-gan-ized (dis ôr’gə nizd/) /dis'orga,nayzd/ adj. in 
a State or condition of disorganization: My desk is so dis- 
organized that | can't find anything. 

dis-o-ri-ent (dis 6r/é ent’, -dr/-) /dis'oriy,ent, -'owr-/ v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to cause to lose one’s way: When I came up 
out of the subway, | was momentarily disoriented. 2. to 
confuse, esp. so that one loses perception of time, place, 
or one’s personal identity: When she regained conscious- 
ness she was disoriented and not sure how she had got- 
ten there. Also, esp. Brit, dis-or-ieen-tate (dis 6r/é en- 
tat’, -Or/-) /dis'oriyen,teyt, -'owr-/. —dis-o-ri-en-ta-tion 
(dis 6r’€ en ta’shan, -Gr/-) /dis,oriyen'teyfon, -,owr-/ n. 
[noncount] See -ori-. 

dis-own (dis 6n/) /dis'own/ v. [~ + obj] to refuse to ac- 
knowledge responsibility for: disowned their daughter af- 
ter she eloped. 

dis-par-age (di spar/ij) /di'sparid3/ v. [~ + obj], -aged, 
-ag-ing. to belittle, ridicule, or discredit: Don't disparage 
his attempts to become a doctor. —dis-par/age-ment, 
n. [noncount] —dis-par/ag-ing, adj.: disparaging re- 
marks. See -PAR-. 

dis-pa-rate (dis’par it, di spar/-) /‘disporit, di'spær-/ 
adj. relating to or marked by disparity: /¢ was surprising 
to hear such disparate views from members of the same 
family. See -PARE-'. 

dis-par-i-ty (di spar/i tē) /di'spærıtiy/ n. great differ- 
ence; clear and obvious difference or distinctness: [non- 
count): We were shocked by the disparity in pay scales. 
[count]: Too often there's a great disparity between cam- 
paign promises and what the candidate does when 
elected. 

dis-pas-sion-ate (dis pash/a nit) /dis'pafonit/ adj. free 
from or unaffected by passion; without personal feeling 
or bias: He described the accident in a dispassionate and 
objective way. —dis-pas/sion-ate-ly, adv. See -Pass-?. 

disepatch (v. di spach’; n. also dis’pach) /v. di'!spatf; 
n. also ‘dispextf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to send off or away 
with speed: He dispatched liis best troops to the borders. 
2. to put to death; kill: The injured horse was dispatched 
painlessly by its owner. 3. to transact or dispose of (a 
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matter) promptly: The negotiations were dispatched al- 
most as soon as the two sides sat down to talk. —n. 4. 
(count, nsually singular) the sending off of a messenger, 
letter, troops, etc.: te dispatch of a special brigade to 
the troubled region. 5. [noncount] prompt or speedy ac- 
tion: done with dispatch. 6. [count] an official communi- 
cation sent with speed: The general sent a dispatch to his 
field commander. 7. [count] a news story transmitted to 
a newspaper by a reporter: a dispatch from Nairobi. 
—dis-patch/er, n. [count]: The police dispatcher sent 
several squad cars to the area. 

dis-pel (di spel’) /di'spel/ v. [~ + obj], -pelled, -pel- 
ling. to drive off or cause to vanish: That fine perfor- 
mance dispelled any doubts about her abilities. See 
-PEL-. 

dis-pen-sa-ble (di spen/sa bal) /di'spensabal/ adj. capa- 
ble of being dispensed with; not necessary or essential: 
lots of dispensable items in the budget. 

disspen-sarry (di spen/sa rē) /di'spensoriy/ m. [count], 
pl. -ries. 1. a place, such as in a hospital, where some- 
thing is dispensed, esp. medicines: Go down to the dis- 
pensary on the first Noor and give them this prescription. 
2. a public facility where medical care and medicines are 
furnished. 

disspen-sartion (dis/pen sa/shan, -pen-) /,dısp- 
on'seyfan, -pen-/ n. 1. [monconnt) an act or instance of 
dispensing: the fair dispensation of justice. 2. {noncount] 
a certain order, system, or arrangement. 3. [count] do- 
ing away with a general rule or law in a particular in- 
stance: needed a special dispensation to marry outside 
the parish. 

disspense (di spens/) /di'spens/ v. [~ + obj], -pensed, 
-pens-ing. 1. to deal out; distribute: dispensed the 
money to charity. 2. to administer: to dispense the law 
without bias. 3. to make up and distribute (medicine), 
esp. on prescription: a license to dispense drugs. 4. dis- 
pense with, [~ + with + obj] to do away with; get rid 
of: Can we dispense with the formalities? 

dis-pens-er (di spen/sar) /di'spensor/ n. [count] a con- 
tainer from which something may be poured, etc: They 
filled the soap dispensers in the bathroom. 

disspers-al (di spiir’sal) /di'spsrsal/ n. {noncount} the 
act of dispersing or of being dispersed: the dispersal of 
the troops into the surrounding villages. 

dis-perse (di sptirs’) /di'spsrs/ v., -persed, -pers-ing. 1. 
to (cause to) separate and move in different directions: 
(cause to) become scattered: [no obj]: The crowd dis- 
persed when the police arrived. [~ + obj]: The riot po- 
lice dispersed the crowd. 2. [~ + obj] to spread widely; 
disseminate: The seeds were dispersed on the plowed 
land. 3. to (cause to) vanish: [no obj]: When the sun 
came out, the fog dispersed. [~ + obj): The wind dis- 
persed the fog. 

dis-per-sion (di sptir/zhan, -shan) /di'sparzon, -fon/ n. 
{[noncount) dispersal: the dispersion of radioactive parti- 
cles. 

dis-pir-it (di spirit) /di'spirit/ v. [~ + obj] to deprive of 
spirit or hope; discourage; dishearten. —dis-pir/it-ed, 
adj.: a dispirited team. 

dis-place (dis plas’) /dis'pleys/ v. [~ + obj], -placed, 
-plac-ing. 1. to compel (Someone) to leave home or 
country: a faceless bureaucracy that displaces the people. 
2. to move or put out of place: to displace a joint. 3. to 
take the place of; replace: trying to displace me in my 
Job. 

displaced’ per’son, n. [count] a person driven or ex- 
pelled from a homeland by war, famine, etc. 

dis-place-ment (dis plās/mənt) /dis'pleysmont/ n. 1. 
[noncount) the act of displacing; the state of being dis- 
placed: the displacement of different scientific theories by 
new ones. 2. [count] the volume of the space through 
which a piston travels during a single stroke in an en- 
gine, pump, or the like. 3. [count] the weight or the vol- 
ume of liquid displaced by a body, such as a ship: The 
Ship had a displacement of 50,000 tons. 

dis-play (di spla’) /di'spley/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to show or 
exhibit; make visible: The vendors displayed their fruit. 2. 
to reveal; demonstrate: to display fear. 3. to show osten- 
tatiously; flaunt: displaying his trophies. 4. to show (com- 
puter data) on a screen: Let's display the figures and see 
what we have. —n. 5. an act or instance of displaying; 
exhibition: [count]: fireworks displays on the Fourth of 
July. (noncount): There was a fair amount on display but 
nothing worth buying. 6. (count) the visual representa- 
tion of the output of an electronic device, such as on a 
computer screen: The display is pretty clear but could be 
Sharper. 7. [count] a pattern of animal behavior de- 
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signed to attract and arouse a mate: the courtship dis- 
plays of penguins. 

dis-please (dis pléz’) /dis'pliyz/ v. [~ + obj], -pleased, 
-pleas-ing. to annoy, cause dissatisfaction in, or make 
angry: Rude behavior displeases her greatly. 

dis-pleas-ure (dis plezh’ar) /dis'plezor/ n. [noncount) 
dissatisfaction; disapproval: an empty feeling of displeas- 
ure. 

dis-pos-a-ble (di sp60/za bal) /di'spowzabal/ adj. 1. de- 
signed for or capable of being thrown away after use: dis- 
posable diapers. 2. (often: before a noun] free for use; 
available: Your disposable income is what is left after 
paying taxes and other essentials. —n. (count) 3. some- 
thing disposable after use, such as a paper Cup. —dis- 
pos-a-bil-iety (di spō/zə bili tē) /di,spowza'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount] See -Pos-. 

dis-pos-al' (di sp6/zal) /di'spowzal/ n. [roncount] 1. an 
act or instance of putting things in order; arrangement: 
the disposat of the troops. 2. a disposing of or getting rid 
of something: disposal of hazardous wastes. 3. power or 
right to use or have use of a thing; control: The car was 
left at my disposal. See -Pos-. 

dis-pos-al? (di sp0/zal) /di'spowzol/ n. [count] an elec- 
trical device in the drain of a sink for grinding up gar- 
bage. See -Pos-. 

dis-pose (di spdz’) /di'spowz/ v., -posed, -pos-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to give a tendency or inclination to; incline: His 
tenmperament disposed him to argue. 2. [~ + obj] to put 
in a particular order or arrangement: disposed his troops 
along the southern border. 3. dispose of, [~ + of + 
obj) a. to deal with conclusively; settle: Lets dispose of 
this matter once and for alt. b. to get rid of; discard or 
destroy: Dispose of the waste papers in this bin. c. to 
give away or sell: His property holdings wilt be disposed 
of in his wilt. See -Pos-. 

dis-posed (di spdzd/) /di'spowzd/ adj. [be + ~] 1. [7 
+ to + verb] inclined, willing, or motivated to (do some- 
thing): The committee was not disposed to hold another 
meeting. 2. [~ + to/toward] inclined (toward or against); 
willing to work (for or against): The president is favorably 
disposed toward the treaty. See -POs-. 

dis-po-si-tion (dis’/pa zish’an) /,dispa'zifan/ n. (count) 
1. the predominant or prevailing tendency of one’s 
spirits; characteristic attitude: a cheerful disposition. 2. 
[~ + to + verb] state of mind regarding something; in- 
clination: a dangerous disposition to ganrble. 3. arrange- 
ment or placing, such as of troops: the careful disposi- 
tion of the remaining troops. 4. final settlement of a 
matter: What was the disposition of the case? 5. {usually 
singular] power to dispose of a thing; control: The foun- 
dation has funds at its disposition to aid colleges. See 
-POS-. 

dis-pos-sess (dis/pə zes’) /,dispa'zes/ v. [~ + obj] to 
put (a person) out of occupancy (of a dwelling place): /f 
you pay your rent, you can't be dispossessed. See -SESS-. 
dis-pro-por-tion (dis/pra pdr’shan, -pdr’-)  /,dis- 
pra'porfan, -'powr-/ n. 1. [1oncount] lack of proportion; 
lack of proper relationship. 2. [count] something out of 
proportion. 

dis-pro-por-tion-ate (dis’/pra por’sha nit, -por’-) /,dis- 
pro'porfanit, -'powr-/ adj. lacking proportion or balance; 
too much or too little: spends a disproportionate amount 
of time watching TV. 

dis-prove (dis pradv’) /dis'pruwv/ v. [~ + obj], -proved, 
-prov-ing. to prove (an assertion, etc.) to be false or 
wrong; refute: The latest evidence disproves the theory. 
—dis-prov/a-ble, adj. See -PROV-. 

dis-pu-ta-tion (dis’/pyoo ta’shan) /,dispyu'teyfan/ n. the 
act of disputing: [noncount): arguing with careful disputa- 
tion. [count]: long disputations about what to do. See 
-PUTE-. 

dis-pu-ta-tious (dis’/pydo ta’shas) /,dispyu'teyfas/ also 
dis-put-a-tive (di spyoo/ta tiv) /di'spyuwtotiv/ adj. fond 
of or enjoying disputation: disputatious nrernbers of the 
cormnittee. —dis/pu-ta/tious-ly, adv. 

dis-pute (di spydot’) /di'spyuwt/ v., -put-ed, -put-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to be in an argument or debate; argue: [no obj): 
The school board members spend their time disputing 
and getting nothing done. [~ + with + obj): We were 
disputing with the cornmittee on how to proceed. 2. to 
argue or debate about; argue against; call (something) in 
question: [~ + obj]: The accountant disputes the figures 
you gave her. [~ + that clause): The administration does 
not dispute that the cuts in personnel will hurt good serv- 
ice. —n. 3. debate, controversy, or difference of opinion: 
(count): The dispute concerns capital purishinent. (non- 
count]; much dispute over how to inspect nuclear weap- 
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ons-producing plants. 4. [count] a quarrel; a fight: a Ioud 
dispute in the middle of the night. —dis-put/a-ble, adj. 
See -PUTE-. 

disqualify (dis kwol’a fi’) /dis'kwolo,fay/ v. [~ + obj 
(+ from)), -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to take away the right to par- 
ticipate in a contest because of a violation of the rules: 
She was disqualified from the election because she did 
not register on time. 2. to make unfit or unqualified: The 
lack of a good education might disqualify you from some 
jobs. —dis-qual-i-fieca-tion (dis kwol/a fi kā/shən) 
/dis,kwolofi’keySan/ n. [(noncount): Faced with disqualifi- 
cation, she decided to withdraw. (count): Several disqual- 
ifications were announced after the race. 

dis-qui-et (dis kwi/it) /dis'kwayit/ n. (noncount] 1. lack 
of calm or peace; anxiety; uneasiness. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to upset; to take away calm or peace: The news about 
the layoffs disquieted a lot of workers. —dis-qui/et-ed, 
adj. —dis-qui/et-ing, adj.: disquieting news about the 
war. 

dis-re-gard (dis/ri gard’) /,disri'gard/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
pay no attention to; ignore: Please disregard the mess 
and sit right here. —n. {noncount] 2. lack of regard or 
attention; neglect: his complete disregard of orders. 

dis-re-pair (dis/ri par’) /,disri'peor/ n. [noncount] the 
condition of needing repair; a neglected state: The house 
had falten into total disrepair. 

dis-rep-u-ta-ble (dis rep’ya ta bal) /dis'repyatabal/ adj. 
having a bad reputation: a disreputable part of town. See 
-PUTE-. 

dis-re-pute (dis’ri pyoot’) /,disri'pyuwt/ n. (noncount) 
disfavor; the state of having lost a good reputation: The 
secret service had fallen into disrepute with one scandal 
after another. See -PUTE-. 

dis-re-spect (dis’ri spekt’) /,disri'spekt/ n. [noncount) 
1. lack of respect; rudeness: The disrespect she shows 
her parents is shocking. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to regard or 
treat with rudeness; insult: Some students disrespect 
teachers and all authority figures. —dis/re-spect/ful, 
adj.: a disrespectful student. —dis/re-spect/ful-ly, adv.: 
behaving disrespectfully. See -SPEC-. 

dis-robe (dis rob’) /dis'rowb/ v., -robed, -rob-ing. to 
undress: [~ + obj]: The nurse disrobed the elderly pa- 
tient expertly. {no obj): He was asked to disrobe and wait 
for the doctor. 

dis-rupt (dis rupt’) /dis'rapt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to cause 
disorder or turmoil in: The war disrupted the lives of mil- 
lions. 2. to interrupt the normal operation of: The tor- 
nado disrupted broadcasting along the entire coast. See 
-RUPT-. 

dis-rup-tioh (dis rup’shan) /dis'rapfon/ n. 1. (noncount) 
the act of disrupting: the cruel disruption of lives during 
the war. 2. temporary interruption of something: [non- 
count): disruption of the phone lines. {court]: a few more 
disruptions of the broadcasts during the hurricane. See 
-RUPT-. 

dis-rup-tive (dis rup/tiv) /dis'raptiv/ adj. causing disor- 
der: disruptive behavior in class. See -RUPT-. 
dis-sat-is-fac-tion (dis/sat is fak’shen, dis sat/-) /,dis- 
swtis'fakfon, dis,set-/ m. [noncount] the state or atti- 
tude of not being satisfied: a fot of dissatisfaction on the 
Job. See -SAT-. 

dis-sat-is-fy (dis sat/is fi’) /dis'sxtis,fay/ v. [~ + obj], 
-fied, -fy-ing. to fail to satisfy; disappoint; displease: This 
new plan dissatisfies everyone. —dis-sat/is-fied’, adj.: 
dissatisfied with her examination results. See -SAT-. 
dis-sect (di sekt’, di-) /di'sckt, day-/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
cut apart (an animal body, a plant, etc.) to examine the 
structure and relation of parts: In biology class we had to 
dissect a frog. 2. to examine in detail part by part; ana- 
lyze: Your assignnrent is to dissect the poem. —dis-sec- 
tion (di sek/shən, di-) /di'sekfan, day-/ n. [count]: per- 
formed several frog dissections. {noncount): to subject 
the frog to dissection. See -SECT-. 

dis-sem-ble (di sem/bal) /di'semboal/ v. [no obj], -bled, 
-bling. to hide or conceal one’s true motives or thoughts; 
speak or act hypocritically: You can always telt if he’s dis- 
sernbling; his voice trenrbles when he lies. —dis-sem/- 
blance, n. [noncount] —disesem/bler, n. [count] See 
-SEMBLE-. 

dis-semeienate (di sem/a nat’) /di'semo,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to scatter or spread widely; dis- 
tribute: The embassy disseminated information about its 
new programs. —dis-sem-i-na-tion (di sem/a na/shen) 
/disema'neyfan/ n. [noncount): the dissernination of 
Plato's phitosophy. 


dis-sen-sion (di sen/’shan) /di'senfon/ n. [noncount] 
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strong disagreement; discord: a lot of dissension in the 
ranks of the ordinary soldiers. See -SeENs-. 

dis-sent (di sent’) /di'sent/ v. 1. to differ in thinking or 
opinion, esp. from the majority: [no obj]: If enough of us 
dissent, the new regulation wort be passed. [~ + from 
+ obj): He enjoys dissenting froi us. —r. (noncount) 2. 
difference of thinking or opinion; disagreement: Dissent 
about the matter kept us from reaching an agreemient. 
—dis-sent/er, rı. [count] See -sent-. 

dis-ser-ta-tion (dis/ər ta/shan) /,disor'teyfon/ n. (count) 
1. a thesis, esp. one written by a candidate for a doctoral 
degree: wrote a dissertation on economic policy. 2. any 
formal speech or writing: a dissertation on natural child- 
birth. 

dis-serv-ice (dis sûr/vis) /dis'sarvis/ n. (count; usually 
singular) an instance of hurting; an injustice: He did you 
a disservice by not helping. See -serv-'. 

dis-si-dent (dis/i dant) /‘disidant/ n. (court) 1. a person 
who dissents: The dissidents marclied in protest against 
the ban. —adj. [before a noun) 2. disagreeing or dissent- 
ing, such as in opinion or attitude: The dissident merr- 
bers kept the issue from coming to a vote. —dis/si- 
dence, n. [noncotnt) See -sio-. 

dis-sim-i-lar (di sim/a lar) /di'simolor/ adj. not similar; 
unlike; different: dissimilar ways of doing things. —dis» 
sim-i-larsisty (di sim/ə lar/i tē) /di,simo'leritiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. [noncount): great dissimilarity in the way they con- 
duct elections. [count]: Write about the similarities and 
dissimilarities in the ways both characters deal with their 
crises. See -SIMIL-. 

dis-sim-u-late (di sim/ya lat’) /di'simya,leyt/ v., -lateed, 
-lat-ing. to conceal under a false appearance; dissemble: 
[~ + obj): dissiniulated their intentions right up to the 
moment of the attack. [no obj): They were just dissimu- 
lating, pretending to be friendly. —dis-sim-u-la-tion (di- 
sim’ya la/shan) /di,simyos'leyfan/ n. [noncount) —dis+ 
sim/u-la/tor, n. [count] See -simiL-. 

dis-si-pate (dis’a pat’) /‘drso,peyt/ v., -pat-ed, -pat-ing. 
1. to (cause to) become scattered in various directions; 
disperse: [no obj): The fog dissipated when\the sun rose. 
[~ + obj}: The police managed to dissipate the mob in 
minutes. 2. [~ + obj) to spend wastefully; rhisspend: He 
dissipated his large inheritance. 

dis-si-pated (dis’a pa/tid) /‘diso,pcytid/ adj.\ relating to 
or marked by dissipation: a dissipated life full of drugs. 

dis-si-pa-tion (dis’a pa’shan) /,diso'peyfon/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the act of wasting one’s life in foolish or harm- 
ful pleasure: Decades of dissipation had a powerful im- 
pact on his health. 2. the act of scattering or of being 
scattered: the dissipation of the fog. 

dis-so-ci-ate (di sd/shé at’, -sē-) /di'sowJiy,cyt, -siy-/ v. 
[~ + obj + from + obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to cut off or 
separate the association of; disconnect: He tried to disso- 
ciate himself from his past. —dis-so-ci-a-tion (di sd’shé- 
a/shan, -sē-) /di,sowfiy'cyfan, -siy-/ n. [noncount) 

dis-so-lute (dis’a loot’) /‘disa,luwt/ adj. enjoying im- 
moral conduct; corrupt; dissipated: He led a dissolute 
life, thinking orly of lis own pleasure. —dis’so-lute/ly, 
adv. —dis’so-lute/ness, n. [noncount] See -sotv-. 

dis-so-lurtion (dis’a lo0’%shan) /,disa'luwfon/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the breaking of a bond or partnership: the dis- 
Solution of a marriage. 2. the breaking up of an assem- 
bly or organization; dismissal: the dissolution of the 
council. 3. a bringing or coming to an end; termination. 
See -SOLv-. 

dis-solve (di zolv’) /di'zolv/ v., -solved, -solveing. 1. to 
(cause to) become a mixture or solution of: [no obj): The 
sugar will dissolve in your coffee. [~ + obj]: Dissolve the 
Sugar in the coffee by Stirring it. 2. to (cause to) become 
undone; (cause to) come to an end: [~ + obj]: They dis- 
Solved their marriage. [no obj): He helplessly watched his 
marriage dissolve. 3. [~ + obj] to break up (an assem- 
bly); dismiss: The king dissolved parliament. 4. [110 obj] 
to lose intensity or strength: Most of these problems 
won't simply dissolve. 5. dissolve into, [~ + into + obj] 
to break down emotionally; collapse: dissolved into a fit 
of laughter. See -sotv-. 

dis-so-nance (dis’a nans) /‘disonons/ n. [noncount] 1. 
harsh sound; discord: the dissonance of the untuned vio- 
lins. 2. lack of harmony or agreement: no way to recon- 
cile such dissonance of opinion. —dis’so-nant, adj.: dis- 
sonant colors. See -son-. 

dis-suade (di swad/) /dr'sweyd/ v., -suad-ed, -suad-ing. 
to advise (someone) against doing something; discour- 
age: [~ + obj]: Nothing could dissuade him. [~ + obj ae 
from + verb-ing): My teacher dissuaded me from going 
into business. See -SUADE-. 
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dis-tance (dis/tans) /‘distans/ n., v., -tanced, -tanc-ing. 
—. 1. the amount of space between two things: [count]: 
The distance between ty scliool aud the house is orly 
one half mile. (noncount): The train I take to work is 
within walking distance of our apartment. 2. [roricount) 
the state or fact of being apart in space; remoteness: 
Distance from the city isn't a factor in our search for a 
new home. 3. [norcourit] remoteness or difference in 
any respect: the insurmountable social distance between 
classes. 4. [court] an area; space: to walk a distance. 5. 
[count; usually singular) an amount of progress: We've 
come quite a distance on this project. 6. [noncount; the 
+ 7J a distant place: / could just see a tree in the dis- 
tance. 7. absence of warmth; coolness: [count; usually 
singular): You have to maintain a certain distance toward 
your students. (noncount): There was some distance be- 
tween them at our last meeting. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
leave behind at a distance; surpass: He distanced his 
nearest competitor by almost one hundred yards. 9. {~ 
+ oneself) to cause to appear distant or reserved: He 
distanced himself from his coworkers. —Idiom. 10. go 
the distance, [no obj] to complete something that re- 
quires sustained effort: / dont know if we can go the dis- 
tance on this project. 11. keep (someone) at a dis- 
tance, to treat (Someone) with coolness, lack of warmth, 
or reserve: careful to keep lier students at a distance. 
12. keep one’s distance, to remain apart and reserved: ; 
I kept my distance arid never once told her about my 
love for her. See -stan-. 

dis-tant (dis/tant) /‘distont/ adj. 1. far off in space; re- 
mote: enjoyed traveling to distant lands. 2. (usually: be- 
fore a noun) apart or far off in time: in the distant past. 
3. [before a noun) not closely related: a distant relative. 
4. (of a trip) long: a distant journey of several months. 5. 
reserved or aloof: in a cold and distant voice he told me 
to pack and leave. 6. not focused on the presertt:: He 
gave me a distant look and | wondered if he even recog- 
nized me. See -STAN-. 

dis-tant-ly (dis/tant lē) /‘distontliy/ adv. 1. in the dis- 
tance: He could distautly make out the person following 
hint. 2. not closely: We're distantly related. 3. lacking 
warmth; coolly: Slie greeted me distantly. 

dis-taste (dis tast’) /dis'teyst/ n. dislike; a desire to 
avoid: (count; usually singular): a distaste for household 
chores. (noncount): a look of distaste on his face. 

dis-taste-ful (dis tast/fal) /dis'teystfol/ adj. causing dis- 
taste or dislike: The violence in the film was distasteful. 

dis-tem-per (dis tem/par) /dis'tempor/ n. [noncount} an 
infectious disease esp. of dogs, with fever and difficulty in 
breathing. 

dis-tend (di stend’) /di'stend/ v. to expand by stretching: 
[~ + obj): Air distends a balloon. (no obj): The balloon 
disterided to about five inches in length. —dis-ten-tion 
(di sten’shan) /di'stenfon/ r. [noncount): suffering from 
distention of the stomach. (count): a distention of several 
inches. See -TEND-. 

dis-till (di stil”) /di'stil/ v. 1. to heat (a liquid) hot 
enough to evaporate, then allowing it to cool: [~ + obj): 
They distilled the salt water and made it into drinking wa- 
ter. [no obj): The liquid distills when heated. 2. (~ + 
obj] to get essential elements of an experience; extract: 
She has distilled a nuniber of wortderful stories from her 
experiences as a crime lab teclinician. 3. (no obj) to fall 
in drops; trickle. —dis-till”er, zı. [count] 

dis-til-late (dis/tl it, -at/, di stiit) /‘distlit, -,eyt, 
di'stilit/ n. [count] the product obtained from distilling: 
petroleunt distillates. 

dis-til-la-tion (dis/tl 4’shan) /,distl'eyfon/ n. [noncount] 
the process of distilling. 

dis-tilleer-y (di stil/a rē) /di'stiloriy/ n. [count], pl. -er- 
ies. a place or establishment where the distilling of alco- 
holic liquors is done. 

dis-tinct (di stingkt/) /di'stinkt/ adj. 1. distinguished as 
not being the same; separate: dissimilar: Tie two books 
are Clearly distinct atid made for different audiences. [be 
+ ~ + from): Her business life is distinct fror ler social 
life. 2. clear to the senses or the mind; plain; unmistaka- 
ble: a distinct shape. 3. [before a nour) unquestionably 
exceptional or notable; great; important: a distinct honor. 
—dis-tinct/ly, adv.: Hanging out on a beach is distinctly 
more fun than working. See -sTIN-. 

dis-tinc-tion (di stingk’shan) /di'stinkfon/ n. 1. (non- 
count} the act of distinguishing as different. 2. [count] 
the recognizing of differences between two things: old 
enougi! to make a distinction between right ard wrong. 
3. [noncount) a discrimination or act of choosing be- 
tween things: Deati corres to all without distinction. 4. 


distinctive to diurnal 


[count] the condition of being different; difference: the 
distinction between talk and action. 5. [count] a distin- 
guishing quality or characteristic: It has the distinction of 
being the oldest house in town. 6. [nonconnt) the act of 
distinguishing or treating with special favor: She has be- 
come a painter of great distinction. 7. [noncount) 
marked superiority; excellence: He passed all his exams 
with distinction. 

dis-tinc-tive (di stingk/tiv) /di'stinktrv/ adj. serving to 
distinguish: the zebra's distinctive stripes. —dis-tinc/- 
tively, adv.: his distinctively New England accent. —dis- 
tinc’tive-ness, n. [noncoint) 

dis-tin-guish (di sting’qwish) /di'stiggwif/ v. 1. [~ + 
obj + from + obj} to mark off as different; show a differ- 
ence: His height distinguishes him from the other boys. 
2. to recognize as distinct or different: [~ + between + 
obj): | couldn't distinguish between some of the French 
vowels. [~ + obj + from + obj]: Can you distinguish 
right from wrong? 3. [~ + obj] to perceive or sense 
clearly by the senses; recognize: Without my glasses | 
can't distinguish certain signs on the road. 4. [~ + obj} 
to set apart as different; characterize: Mer Italian accent 
distinguishes her. 5. [~ + oneself] to make prominent 
or eminent: He distinguished himself in the arts. —dis+ 
tin’guish-a-ble, adj. See -sTIN-. 

dis-tin-guished (di sting’gwisht) /dr'stiogwift/ adj. 1. 
made well-known by excellence or success: a distin- 
guished scientist in neurology. 2. having an air of distinc- 
tion, nobility, or dignity: The men looked distinguished in 
their formal tuxedos. 

dis-tort (di stort’) /di'stort/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to twist out 
of shape: Pain had distorted his face. 2. to give a false 
meaning to; misrepresent: That journalist distorted the 
candidate's remarks. 3. to reproduce or amplify (an elec- 
tronic signal) inaccurately: His voice over the loudspeaker 
was distorted. See -TORT-. 

dis-tor-tion (di stôr/shən) /di'storfan/ n. 1. an act of 
distorting or the state of being distorted: [noncount): The 
candidates accused the media of deliberate distortion. 
[count]: That story as written contains nothing but lies 
and distortions. 2. badly reproduced electronic signals: 
[count a number of distortions introduced into the re- 
cording. [norncount): too much distortion of the image. 
See -TORT-. 

dis-tract (di strakt’) /di'straekt/ v. 1. to draw away or di- 
vert; to keep (one’s mind) from concentrating: [~ + obj]: 
One of the group distracted me by asking for help. [~ + 
obj + from + obj\: The music distracted us fron) our 
work. 2. [~ + obj] to provide a pleasant diversion for; 
amuse; entertain: / was distracted for a while and forgot 
my troubles. See -TRAC-. 

dis-trac-ting (di strak/ting) /di'strektin/ adj. 1. serving 
to distract: distracting noises and laughter. 2. amusing: 
She thinks those computer games are pleasantly distract- 
ing. See -TRAC-. 

dis-trac-tion (di strak’shon) /di'strækfon/ n. 1. [count] 
the act of distracting or the state of being distracted: just 
a distraction to keep us from thinking about the real 
problem. 2. [noncournt) mental distress or derangement: 
You are driving me to distraction with that rmutsic. 3. a 
person or thing that prevents concentration: [count]: The 
talking in the hallway was a distraction for the students. 
[noncount): There was too much distraction at the office. 
See -TRAC-. 

dis-traught (di strat’) /di'strot/ adj. bewildered; deeply 
agitated: The distraught mother waited for news of her 
child. 

dis-tress (di stres’) /di'stres/ n. [noncount) 1. sharp or 
strong anxiety, pain, or sorrow: obvious signs of distress 
showing up during the crisis. 2. a state of extreme ne- 
cessity, trouble, or misfortune: a time of poverty and dis- 
tress. 3. the state of a ship or airplane requiring immedi- 
ate help, such as when on fire: The aircraft radioed it was 
in distress. —v. 4. to afflict with pain, anxiety, or sor- 
row:[~ + obj]: The tragic news distressed us all. [it + ~ 
+ obj + to + verb}: It distressed nie to hear about the 
violence in the schools. [~ + obj + that clause): It dis- 
tressed me that there was so much violence in the 
schools. 

dis-tress-ing (di stres’ing) /di'strestn/ adj. causing dis- 
tress: the distressing news of his death. 

dis-trib-ute (di strib’yoot) /di'stribyuwt/ v. [~ + obj (+ 
among/to + obj)], -ut-ed, -ut-ing. 1. to divide and give 
out in shares: The relief agency will distribute the food 
cunong several countries; distributing political parnphilets 
on the streets. 2. to spread over an area; scatter: to dis- 
tribute seeds. 3. to sell or supply (merchandise) in an 
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area: He distributes cars for the rental agency in that re- 
gion. 

dis-tri-bu-tion (di’stra byoo’shan) /distro'byuwfon n. 
1. [count; usually singular) an act or instance of distribut- 
ing: a more equitable distribution of wealth among rich 
and poor nations. 2. [noncount] selling or supplying of 
merchandise in an area: in charge of distribution of 
goods for the region. 3. (noncount) arrangement; group- 
ing: the distribution of schools in different neighbor- 
hoods. 

dis-trib-u-tor (di strib’ya ter) /di'stribyator/ n. [count] 
1. a person or thing that distributes. 2. a firm or com- 
pany that markets a line of merchandise generally or 
within a given territory: the beer distributor for the 
county. 3. a device in an engine that distributes the elec- 
tricity to the spark plugs. 

dis-trict (dis’trikt) /‘distrikt/ n. [court] a division of ter- 
ritory marked off for administrative, electoral, or other 
purposes: the Wall Street district. See -STRICT-. 

dis/trict attor’ney, n. [conn an attorney who acts 
for the people or government within a specified district. 

dis-trust (dis trust’) /dis'trast’ v. [~ + obj] 1. to look at 
or consider (someone) with suspicion; have no trust in: / 
have distrusted him ever since he cheated me. —n. 
[noncount] 2. lack of trust; doubt; suspicion: Their 
feelings of distrust about him have affected ine, too. 
—dis-trust/ful, adj. 

dis-turb (di stirb’) /di'starb/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to interrupt 
the quiet, rest, or peace of; bother: Sheil be angry if you 
disturb her while she’s in conference. 2. to interfere with; 
interrupt; hinder: Only bad weather can disturb our plans 
for the picnic. 3. to interfere with the arrangement or or- 
der of: disarrange: to disturb the papers on a desk. 4. to 
perplex; trouble; cause worry: The sudden increase in 
thefts in the school disturbed the parents. See -TURB-. 

dis turb-ance (di stir’bans) /di'starbans/ n. 1. [non- 
count) an act of disturbing or the state of being dis- 
turbed: You can work here without disturbance. 2. 
[count] a riot, outbreak of public disorder, or fighting: 
There were disturbances in that region before full-scale 
fighting broke out. See -TURB-. 

dis-turbed (di sttirbd/) /dt'stsrbd; adj. mentally or emo- 
tionally unsettled or upset: The emotionally disturbed 
child needs special care. 

dis-turb-ing (di sttirb’ing) /di'stsrbin/ adj. causing dis- 
turbance: a disturbing discovery. —dis-turb/ing-ly, adv.: 
disturbingly high unemployment figures. 

dis-uenite (dis’yoo nit’) /disyuw'nayt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-nit-ed, -nit-ing. to separate; disjoin; alienate. —dis-u- 
ni-ty (dis yoo’ni tē) /dis'yuwnitiy/ n. [noncount) 

dis-use (n. dis yoos’; v. -yooz’) / n. dis'yuws; v. -'yuwz/ 
n. [noncount) a state of ceasing to be used or practiced: 
Happily such weapons have fallen into disuse. —dis: 
used’, adj.: old disused factories that were rotting away. 

ditch (dich) /ditf/ n. [count] 1. a long, narrow channel 
dug in the ground, such as for drainage or irrigation; 
trench. —v. 2. to crash-land on water and abandon (an 
aircraft): [~ + Obj]: The pilot ditched the plane and 
clirnbed out on his raft. [no obj): “We'll have to ditch!” 
yelled the co-pilot. 3. [~ + obj] Slang. a. to get rid of; 
abandon: The robbers ditched the getaway car. b. to 
leave or stop seeing (someone): He ditched her before 
he could get too involved. 

dith-er (ditt’ar) /'diðər/ n. [count singular; a + ~) 1.a 
state of excitement or agitated fear: in a dither about 
what to do. —v. [no obj} 2. to act without will; be hesi- 
tant: He was dithering and wouldn't make up his mind 
unless forced to. 

dit-to (dit7O) /‘ditow n., pl. -tos, adv., v. —n. 1. [non- 
count) what has just been said or mentioned earlier; the 
above; the same (used in lists, etc.): We bought two 
books at $45.00 each, ditto at $65. 2. [count] Informal. 
a duplicate; copy: Make a ditto of this and mail it. —adv. 
3. (used after another phrase or sentence) just as already 
stated: likewise: the same: “IH have a beer.” — “Ditto.” 
(= Ill have one, too.) —v. [~ + obj] 4. to make a copy 
of on a duplicating machine: He dittoed several copies of 
the document. 

dit/to mark’, n. [count] Often, ditto marks. two small 
marks (”) indicating the repetition of something, usually 
placed beneath the thing repeated. 

dit-ty (dit”é) /‘ditiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. a simple song. 

ditz (dits) /dits. n. [count] Slang. a foolish, forgetful, or 
stupid person. ~ dit/zy, adj., -zi-er, -zi-est. 

diurnal (di ûr/nl) /day'srnl/ adj. 1. of or belonging to 
the daytime. 2. occurring each day; daily. —di-ur/nalely, 
adv. 
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div., an abbreviation of: 1. divine. 2. divinity. 3. division. 
4. divorced. 

diva (dé/va, -va) /‘diyvo, -va/ n., pl. -vas, -ve (-ve) /-ve/. 
PRIMA DONNA (def. 1). i 

divan (di van’) /di'ven/ n. [count] a couch, usually 
without arms or back, often usable as a bed. 

dive (div) /dayv/ v., dived or dove (dōv) /dowv/ dived, 
div-ing, n. —v. 1. [no obj] to plunge into water, esp. 
headfirst: He dove straiglit into the pool. 2. to go under- 
water; submerge: [no obj): The submarine dove quickly 
as the destroyer searched for it. {~ + obj): The captain 
dived his submarine deep to escape from the destroyers. 
3. [no obj) to plunge, fall, or descend through the air: 
The acrobats dived into nets. 4. (of an airplane) to (cause 
to) descend rapidly: [no obj): The fighter plane dove 
straight at the target. [~ + obj): dived his plane straight 
at the enemy tanks. 5. [no obj) to jump or move quickly; 
dart: The spy dived quickly into a doorway. 6. [no obj] to 
enter deeply or plunge into a subject, activity, etc.: She 
dove straight into the new book and read all night. —n. 
[count] 7. an act or instance of diving. 8. a jump or 
plunge into water, esp. in a special way or posture. 9. 
the steep, rapid descent of an airplane. 10. a submerg- 
ing, such as of a submarine. 11. a dash, plunge, or 
lunge, as if throwing oneself at or into something: The 
police officer made a quick dive for the weapon. 12. In- 
formal. a dirty, cheap, disreputable bar or nightclub. 

div-er (di/var) /'dayvər/ n. [count] 1. a person who di- 
ves, esp. one wearing special breathing equipment: Di- 
vers searched the wreckage of the submerged plane for 
Survivors. 2. a person who plunges into the water in a 
special posture: an Olympic-class diver. 

di-verge (di virj’, di-) /di'vard3, day-/ v. [no obj), 
-verged, -verg-ing. 1. to move, lie, or extend in differ- 
ent directions from a common point: The path diverges 
just after the cabin. 2. to differ in opinion, character, or 
form: Our views on that matter diverge. [~ + from + 
obj): My position diverges from that of the department. 
See -VERG-. 

di-ver-gence (di vir/jans, di-) /di'vard3ons, day-/ n. 
difference of opinion, character, or form: [noncount): | 
think too much divergence keeps us from ever agreeing. 
[count]: a divergence of opinion. See -VERG-. 

di-ver-gent (di vir/jant, di-) /di'v3rd3ənt, day-/ adj. 1. 
differing; disagreeing; different; conflicting: / tried to 
combine their divergent views. 2. splitting off; dividing; 
separating: The two roads run parallel for a while, then 
beconie divergent. See -VERG-. 

divers (di/varz) /‘dayvorz/ adj. [before a noun] several; 
various: divers groups are competing. 

dieverse (di viirs’, di-) /di'vars, day-/ adj. 1. of a differ- 
ent kind, form, or character: diverse ideas on how to 
raise children. 2. of various kinds or forms: She has di- 
verse interests: dogs, music, reading, gymnastics. —die 
verse/ly, adv. See -VERT-. 

di-ver-si-fy (di viir’sa fi’, di-) /di'varso,fay, day-/ v., 
-fied, -fy-ing. 1. to give or increase variety or diversity 
to: [~ + obj]: to diversify the campus by hiring people 
with unusual interests. [no obj): The college had already 
diversified greatly by hiring people with wider interests. 
2. to distribute (investments) among different types of se- 
curities or industries: [~ + obj]: to diversify one’s 
holdings. [no obj): They urged us to diversify and not 
keep all our money in one investment type. 3. to expand 
(a business or product line) by manufacturing a larger va- 
riety of different products: [~ + obj]: He diversified the 
company. [no obj): The overseas companies were diver- 
sifying more rapidly. —di-ver-si-fi-ca-tion (di vûr/sə fi- 
ka’shon, di-) /di,varsofi'keyfon, day-/ n. [noncount] See 
-VERT-. 

di-ver-sion (di var/zhan, di-) /di'v3rzon, day-/ n. 1. the 
act of diverting: [count]: a diversion of industry into the 
war effort. [poncount): urging diversion of resources to- 
ward the poor and middle classes. 2. [count] a. a dis- 
traction away from business, care, or what one is paying 
attention to: / took advantage of the diversion to scribble 
a note. b. a recreation or pastime: His only diversion 
these days is golf. 3. [count] a false attack intended to 
draw off attention from the point of main attack. 4. 
[count] a channel made to change the flow of water from 
One course to another. 5. [count] Brit. a detour on a 
highway or road. See -vERT-. ; 
di-ver-sionearsy (di vir/zha ner/’é, di-) /di'v3r39,neriy, 
day-/ adj. [before a noun] intending to draw off attention 
from the main attack or concern: a diversionary skirmish; 
diversionary tactics. 

di-ver-si-ty (di vur/si tē, di-) /di'varsitiy, day-/ n., pl. 
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-ties. 1. [noncount] the state or fact of being diverse: Di- 
versity of opinion makes for a more interesting discus- 
sion. 2. (count; usually singular] variety: The city has a 
diversity of people from alt over the world. 3. [count] a 
point of difference: cultural diversities. See -vert-. 

divert (di viirt’, di-) /di'vart, day-/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
turn aside or from a path or course; draw off to a differ- 
ent course or use: We diverted our funds to paying for 
college. 2. to distract (the attention): My attention was di- 
verted for a moment by the accident. 3. to distract from 
serious occupation; entertain or amuse: The children 
were diverted by the clown. See -vERT-. 

di-vest (di vest’, di-) /di'vest, day-/ v. [~ + obj + of + 
obj) 1. to remove or strip of clothing: He divested him- 
self of his coat and sat down. 2. to take away, deprive, or 
strip (someone or something), esp. of property or rights: 
The family was divested of its home. 3. to rid of or free 
from: We managed to divest ourselves of responsibility. 
4. to sell off; to get rid of through sale: The traders 
quickly divested themselves of that stock. —di-vest/i- 
ture, n. [Noncount; count) 

dievide (di vid’) /di'vayd/ v., -vid-ed, -vid-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to (cause to) become separated into parts: [~ + obj): | 
divided the class and took one section to tlie library and 
left the other to write an essay. [~ + obj + into + obj): 
! divided the class into groups and took one to the li- 
brary. [no obj): The group divided and headed off in dif- 
ferent directions. [~ + into + obj): The audience divided 
into groups. 2. [~ + (up +) obj + among/between + 
obj) to deal out in parts; distribute in shares: We divided 
(up) the pie among the five of us. 3. [~ + obj) to sepa- 
rate and Classify, arrange, or put in order: She divided 
the pencils by color. 4. [~ + obj] to separate in opinion 
or feeling; cause to disagree: The issue divided the sena- 
tors. 5. to separate (a number) into equal parts by divi- 
sion: a. [~ + number + into + number] to discover 
how many times one number is contained evenly in the 
second: Divide 5 into 50; you'll get 10. b. [~ + number 
+ by + number] to discover how many times the first 
number contains the second number evenly: Divide 50 
by 5; you'll get 10. 6. [~ + obj] to mark a uniform scale 
on (a ruler, etc.): The ruler is divided into centimeters. 
—n. [count] 7. a division: a divide in the road. 8. the line 
or zone of higher ground between two adjacent streams 
or drainage areas: At the continental divide, rivers flow 
east and west. —di-vid/a-ble, adj. 

diveisedend (div’i dend’) /‘dividend/ n. [count] 1. a 
number to be divided by a divisor: /f you divide 50 by 5, 
50 is the dividend and 5 is the divisor; the quotient, or 
answer, is 10. 2. money paid to someone, such as a 
sum paid to shareholders: a dividend of $50. 3. anything 
received in addition to what is expected; bonus: The re- 
search project will pay great dividends. 

di-vid-er (di vi/dar) /di'vaydor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that divides: a room divider. 2. dividers, [plural] a 
pair of compasses, such as for dividing lines or measur- 
ing. 

div-iena-tion (div/ə na/shan) /,diva'neyfon/ n. [non- 
count) the practice of trying to foretell future events or 
discover hidden knowledge by supernatural means: the 
high priest’s powers of divination. 

di-vine (di vin’) /di'vayn/ adj., -vin-er, -vin-est, n., v. 
-vined, -vin-ing. —adj. 1. of, like, or from a god; ad- 
dressed or devoted to God or a god: The altar was a 
Place of divine worship. 2. Informal. extremely good; un- 
usually lovely: divine cliocolate cake. —n. 3. (count) a 
theologian; scholar in religion. 4. [count] a priest or 
cleric. 5. the Divine, a. [proper noun] God. b. [non- 
count) the spiritual aspect in humans regarded as godly 
or godlike. —v. 6. to discover or declare (something) by 
divination, magic, or as if by magic; prophesy: [~ + obj]: 
The oracles were expected to divine the future. [= Fe 
(that) clause): How could we have divined that she would 
wish to retire so soon? 7. [~ + obj] to seek (water, 
metal, etc.) by means of a divining rod. —di-vine/ly, 
adv. —di-vin/er, n. [court] 

divin/ing rod’, n. [court] a rod, esp. a forked stick of 
hazel, supposedly useful in locating underground water 
or metal deposits. 

di-vineiety (di vin/i tē) /di'vinitiy/ m., pl. -ties. 1. [nor- 
count) the quality of being divine: questions about the di- 
vinity of Christ. 2. [count] a divine being; God. 3. [nori- 
count] the study or science of divine things; theology: 
She studied divinity. 

di-vis-i-ble (di viz’a bal) /di'vizobol/ adj. [be + ~) ca- 
pable of being divided: Physicists were searching for a 
particle of matter that is not divisible into Smaller ones. 
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—di-vis-i-bileitty (di viz’a bili tē) /di,viza'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount] 

dieviesion (di vizh/ən) /di'vizon/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
or process of dividing; state of being divided: /n tropical 
Africa the division of the day is into twelve hours of light 
and twelve hours of darkness. 2. (noncount) the arithme- 
tic operation of discovering how many times one number 
or quantity is contained in another: fifteen problems in 
division for homework. 3. [count] something that divides 
or separates; partition: a new division in the living room 
to create a small den. 4. [count] something that marks a 
division; dividing line or mark: We looked over the monn- 
tain range that is the division between our two countries. 
5. [count] one of the parts into which a thing is divided; 
section: the upper division of the university. 6. separa- 
tion by difference of opinion or feeling; disagreement; 
dissension: [count]: a sharp division among the school 
board on the question of keeping Latin. [noncount): He 
tried to figlit against the discord and division that threat- 
ened the department. 7. [count] a military unit: /n the 
army a division is larger than a brigade and smaller than 
a corps. 8. [count] a category or grouping of teams or 
competitors according to standing, skill, weight, age, or 
the like. —di-vi/sioneal, adj. [before a noun) 

di-viesive (di vi/siv) /di'vaysiv/ adj. creating feelings of 
disagreement or discord: His tactics were divisive, trying 
to make everyone mad at one another. —di-vi/sive-ly, 
adv, —di-vi/siveeness, n. [noncount] 

di-viesor (di vi/zər) /di'vayzar/ n. [count] a number by 
which another number, the dividend, is divided: /f you di- 
vide 50 by 5, the number 5 is the divisor. 

divorce (di vors’, -v6rs’) /di'vors, -'vowrs/ n., v., -vor- 
ced, -vorc-ing. —n. 1. [count] a formal declaration dis- 
solving a marriage and releasing both spouses by law 
from all marriage obligations: She told him she wanted a 
divorce. 2. [noncount) formal separation of husband and 
wife: Is divorce allowed in that religion? —v. 3. [~ + obj) 
to separate by divorce: The judge divorced the couple. 4. 
[~ + obj] to break the marriage contract between one- 
self and (one’s spouse) by divorce: She divorced him af- 
ter twenty years of marriage. 5. [no obj] to get a divorce: 
She divorced and remarried later. 6. to separate; cut off: 
[no obj}: Life and art cannot be divorced. [~ + obj + 
from + obj): Can you divorce life from art? —div 
vorced/, adj.: divorced couples. 

di-vor-cée or disvorscee (di vôr sa’, -sē/, -vor-, 
-vOr/sa, -vOr/-) /divor'sey, -'siy, -vowr-, -'vorsey, -'vowr-/ 
n. [count], pl. -cées or -cees. a divorced woman. 

div-ot (divat) /‘divat/ n. [count] a piece of dirt or grass 
torn out or removed by a golf club while making a 
stroke. 

divulge (di vulj’, di-) /di'vald3, day-/ v., -vulged, -vulg> 
ing. to disclose or reveal (something private): [~ + obj]: 
He promised not to divulge the whereabouts of the hid- 
ing place. [~ + (that) clause): wouldn't divulge that he 
knew the facts. 

divevy (div’é) /‘diviy/ v. [~ + (up +) obj], -vied, -vy- 
ing. Informal. to divide; distribute: The thieves decided 
to divvy (up) the money they'd stolen. 

Dix-ie (dik’sé) /‘diksiy/ n. [proper noun) the southern 
states of the United States, esp. those that were part of 
the Confederacy. 

diz-zy (diz’é) /‘diziy/ adj., -ziver, -zi-est, v., -zied, -zy- 
ing. —adj. 1. having a sensation of things going round 
and round; giddy: / always feel dizzy after riding the 
merry-go-round. 2. bewildered; confused: / came out of 
the lecture a little dizzy from all those facts and figures. 
3. [before a noun] causing giddiness or confusion; very 
great: a dizzy height. 4. Informal. foolish; silly: He can be 
really dizzy around pretty girls. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to make 
dizzy: We drove at speeds that dizzied me. —diz-ziely 
(diz7a lē) /'dizaliy/ adv.: I staggered dizzily. —diz/zi- 
ness, n. [noncourit]) —diz/zy-ing, adj.: drove at dizzying 
speed. 

DJ, an abbreviation of: disc jockey. 

djel-la-bah or djel-lasba (ja lä/bə) /d3ə'labə/ n. 
[count], pl. -bahs or -bas. a loose-fitting hooded gown 
or robe worn by men in North Africa. 

DMZ, an abbreviation of: demilitarized zone. 

DNA, n. [noncount] deoxyribonucleic acid, a long, dou- 
ble-stranded molecule that is arranged as a double helix 
and is the main constituent of the chromosome, carrying 
genes along its strands. 

do’ (d6o: unstressed doo, da) /duw; unstressed du, da/ v. 
and auxiliary v., pres. sing. Ist and 21d pers. do, 3rd 
does (duz) /daz/ pres. pl. do; past sing. and pl. did (did) 
/did/; past part. done (dun) /dan/; pres. part. do-ing; n., 
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pl. dos, do's. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to perform (an act, duty, 
role, etc.): He does a great comedy act. 2. to execute (a 
piece of work): [~ + obj]: to do a hauling job. [~ + obj 
+ obj]: You did me a big favor just then. 3. [~ + obj) to 
accomplish; finish: He has already done it. 4.[~ + obj) 
to put forth; exert: Do your best. 5. to be the cause of 
(good, credit, etc.); bring about; effect: [~ + obj): Drugs 
can do harm to you. [~ + obj + obj): Drugs can do you 
a lot of harm. 6. [~ + obj] to deal with, fix, clean, ar- 
range, etc., (anything) as the case may require: / did the 
windows and the laundry. 7. (not: be + ~-ing] to serve; 
be enough (for); suffice for:[~ + obj): This will do us for 
the present. [no obj]: I'm sure this money will do just 
fine. Will this do? 8. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to allow 
Or approve, as by custom or practice: We don't do that 
sort of thing in this college. 9. [~ + obj] to travel (a dis- 
tance of); cover by traveling: We did 30 miles today. 10. 
[~ + obj] to travel at the rate of (a certain speed): But 
officer, | was only doing 65 miles an hour. 11. [~ + obj] 
to make or prepare: /7/ do the salad. 12. [~ + obj] to 
serve (a term) in prison: He did five years in prison. 13. 
[~ + obj] to study or work at or in the field of: / have to 
do my math tonight. 14. [~ + obj) to travel through as 
a sightseer: They did Greece in 3 weeks. 15. [~ + obj) 
to use (drugs), esp. habitually: He had been doing a lot 
of cocaine. 16. [no obj] to act or conduct oneself; be- 
have: Do as | say, not as | do. 17. [no obj) to get along; 
fare; manage: How are you doing at work? 18. [no obj] 
to be in a specified state of health: Mother and child are 
doing fine. —auxiliary v. [~ + root form of a verb] 19. a. 
(used in questions before the subject): Do you like mu- 
sic? When did he leave? b. (used in negative sentences 
before the word not, unless the main verb is be): / do not 
like you. | don't care. | didn’t see you last night. c. (used 
in certain inverted constructions before the subject): Sel- 
dom does one see such greed. d. (used to emphasize 
the main verb): Do come up and see me some time. But 
Į did tell you about the test! e. (used to stand for, or re- 
peat, another verb already mentioned): / think as you do 
(= I think as you think). I enjoy jogging and John does, 
too (= and John enjoys jogging, too). John enjoys jog- 
ging, doesn't he? 20. do away with, [~ + away + with 
+ obj] a. to put an end to; abolish: We did away with 
that old custom years ago. b. to kill: He did away with 
most of his rivals. 21. do for, [~ + for + obj] a. [usu- 
ally: be + done + for) to cause the defeat, ruin, or death 
of: III really be done for if | don't finish this work. b. 
Chiefly Brit. to keep house for; manage or provide for. 
22. do in, [~ + obj + in) a. to kill; murder: They did 
him in with a knife. b. to tire out or exhaust: All that hard 
work really did me in. 23. do out of, [~ + obj + out + 
of + obj] Informal. to swindle; cheat: They did him out 
of his life savings. 24. do over, a. to redecorate: [~ + 
obj + over]: They did the room over. [~ + over + obj]: 
You've done over the entire living room, it looks great. b. 
to do again: [~ + obj + over]: Do the work over; its a 
mess. [~ + over + obj]: You'll have to do over the work; 
it's a mess. 25. do up, a. [~ + up + obj) to wrap and 
tie up: They did up the package and mailed it for me. b. 
to pin up or arrange (the hair): [~ + up + obj]: She did 
up her hair in a bun. [~ + obj + up): She did her hair 
up in a bun. c. [~ + up + obj] to renovate or clean: 
They did up the old apartinent and rented it out. d. [~ + 
up + obj) to fasten: Do up your coat. e. [~ + up + obj) 
to dress: The children were all done up in costumes. 26. 
do with, [can/could + ~ + with + obj] to benefit from; 
use: / could surely do with a cup of coffee right about 
now. 27. do without, to forgo; dispense with: [~ + 
without + obj): We'll just have to do without a car until 
they fix it. [no obj]: Weill just have to do without for a 
while. —n. [count] 28. Informal. a burst of frenzied activ- 
ity; action; commotion. 29. Informal. a hairdo. 30. a fes- 
tive social gathering; party. ——Idiom. 31. dos and 
don'ts, [plural customs, rules, or regulations. —-do/a- 
ble, adj.: He assured ine my project was doable. 

do? (dd) /dow/ n. [count], pl. dos. the musical syllable 
used for the first note of a scale. 

doc (dok) /dok/ n. [count] Informal. a doctor. 

-doc-, root. -doc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to teach.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: DOCILE, DOCTOR, DOCTRINE, DOCUMENT. 

doceile (dos/al) /'dosal/ adj. easily managed or handled; 
tame. —do-cil/i-ty (-sil/i tē) /-'silitiy/ n. [noncount) See 
-DOC-. 

dock’ (dok) /dok/ n. [count] 1. a landing pier. 2. the 
space or waterway between two wharves, such as for re- 
ceiving a ship while in port. 3. such a waterway with the 
surrounding piers, wharves, etc. 4. a platform for loading 
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and unloading trucks, etc.: a loading dock. —v. 5. to 
(cause to) come or go into a dock: [no obj): The ship 
docked and the passengers filed off. {~ + obj): The pilot 
docked the ship and cut alt the engines. 6. (of two space 
vehicles) to join together while in orbit: [no obj]: The two 
vehicles docked in space and exchanged astronauts. (~ 
+ obj): The astronauts docked their vehicles and began 
to exchange Cargo. 

dock? (dok) /dok/ n. [connt] 1. the fleshy part of an ani- 
mals tail. 2. the part of a tail left after cutting or clipping. 
—v. [~ + obj) 3. to cut off the end of; cut short: to dock 
a tail. 4. to deduct a part from (wages): Their employer 
docked their pay. 5. to take away from (someone) some- 
thing regularly enjoyed: The campers were docked for 
disobeying their counselor. 

dock? (dok) /dnk/ n. [count] the place in a courtroom 
where a prisoner is placed during trial. 

dock-et (dok/it) /‘dokit/ n. [cont] 1. a list of cases in 
court for trial. 2. Brit. a writing on a letter or document 
Stating its contents. 

doc-tor (dok/tar) /‘doktar/ n. (comnt] 1. a person li- 
censed to practice medicine. See illustration at HOSPITAL. 
2. a person who has been awarded a doctor's degree, 
the highest degree that can be offered by a university. 
—v. 3. to give medical treatment (to); act as a physician 
(to): [~ + obj): She doctored him back to health. [no 
obj): He'd been doctoring since before we were born. 4. 
[~ + obj] to change falsely; tamper with; falsify: to doc- 
tor the birthdate on a passport. 5. [~ + obj) to change 
or tamper with the ingredients of (a food or drink): to 
doctor his drink with sedatives. —doc/tor-al, adj. [be- 
fore a noun): She was the first doctoral candidate in lin- 
guistics from that school. See -poc-. 

doc-tor-ate (dok/tar it) /‘dnktarit/ n. 
(def. 1). 

doc’tor’s degree’, n. (cont) 1. any of several aca- 
demic degrees of the highest rank awarded by universi- 
ties. 2. a degree awarded to a graduate of a school of 
medicine, dentistry, or veterinary science. 

doc-tri-naire (dok/tra nar’) /‘dnktra'near/ adj. inflexible 
and rigid about one's ideas: a doctrinaire preacher. 

doc-trine (dok/trin) /‘doktrin/ n. a particular principle, 
position, or policy taught, such as of a religion or govern- 
ment: (count): The church teaches the doctrine of free 
wilt, [noncount]: knowledgeable about church doctrine. 
—doc/’tri-nal, adj. (before a nonn): shifts in doctrinal 
policies. See -poc-. 

doc-urdra-ma (dok/ya drä/mə, -dram/a) /‘dokyo,drama, 
-dræmə/ n. [count] a tetevision film depicting current or 
historical events: a docudrama tracing the story of a se- 
rial killer. 

doc-uement (n. dok/ya ment; v. -ment/) / m. 'dnkyam- 
ant; v. -,ment/ n. [count] 1. a written paper providing 
proof or evidence, such as a passport, etc.; a legal or of- 
ficial paper: classified documents about the new missile 
system. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to support by documentary evi- 
dence, such as by giving references: The lawyers worked 
to document their case. 3. to report on, write about, or 
make a film about (Some historical event): She docu- 
mented the destruction she observed during the Gulf 
War. —doc-u-men-ta-tion (dok’/ya man ta’shan) /,dnky- 
əmən'teyfən/ n. [noncount]: Do you have documenta- 
tion that proves you paid these bills? See -voc-. 

doc-uemens-tarry (dok’/ya men/ta rē, -tré) /,dok- 
ya'mentariy, -triy/ adj, n., ph -ries. —adj. [before a 
noun] 1. relating to, made up of, or taken from docu- 
ments: documentary evidence. 2. showing or describing 
an actual event accurately and without fictional elements: 
a documentary film. —n. [count] 3. a documentary film, 
television program, etc.: We saw a documentary on the 
war. 

dod-der (dod/ar) /'dndər/ v. [no obj] to shake; tremble; 
walk in an unsteady or shaky way. —dod/der-ing, adj.: a 
doddering old man. 

dodge (doj) /dnd3/ v., dodged, dodg-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
move aside suddenly; to get out of the way of suddenly: 
[no obj): She threw a chair at me birt I dodged out of the 
way. [~ + obj]: He managed to dodge most of the rocks 
thrown at him. 2. [~ + obj] to avoid, evade, or etude, 
esp. by dishonest or unlawful means: They accused him 
of dodging his taxes. —n. [count] 3. a quick, evasive 
movement to avoid a blow or the like: He managed a 
quick dodge behind the rocks. 4. a shrewdly clever 
scheme to escape from something or to deceive: She 
found a new dodge to keep from paying taxes. —dodg/- 
er, n. [connt] 

do-do (d0/d6) /'dowdow/ n. [connut], pi. -dos, -does. 1. a 
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large, extinct, flightless bird of the pigeon family. 2. 
Slang. a dull-witted, slow-reacting person. 

doe (dō) /dow/ n. [comnt], pi. does, (esp. when thought 
of as a group) doe. the female of the deer, antelope, 
goat, rabbit, and certain other animals. 

do-er (do0/ar) /'duwər/ n. (count) a person or thing that 
does something, esp. one who gets things done with effi- 
ciency: One of theni is a talker, but the other is a doer. 

does (duz) /daz/ v. 3rd pers. sing. pres. indic. of oo': 
She does not want to go. See vo. 

doesen’t (duz/ant) /'dazənt/ v. contraction of does not: 
She doesn't really want to go with your. See Do. 

doff (dof, dôf) /dnf, dof/ v. [~ + obj] to remove or take 
off, such as a hat or clothing: fle doffed his hat as they 
went by. 

dog (dôg, dog) /dog, dng/ n., v., dogged, dog-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a common four-legged animal kept as a pet 
and bred in many varieties. 2. a wild four-legged animal 
related to this, such as the wolf. 3. a despicable man or 
youth: What a dirty dog he is, leaving you like that! 4. a 
fellow: He's a hicky dog. 5. dogs, [plural] Stang. feet: My 
dogs are kiting me. 6. Slang. something worthless or of 
extremely poor quality: That movie was a dog. 7. Slang. 
a very unattractive person. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to follow 
Closely tike a dog; pursue: The agency was dogged by 
complaints. —-Idiom. 9. go to the dogs, to go to a 
worse State or condition; deteriorate; degenerate. 10. let 
sleeping dogs lie, to leave an existing situation alone 
rather than risk doing something to make it worse. 

dog/-ear’ or dog/ear’, n. [count] 1. (in a book) a cor- 
ner of a page folded over to mark a place. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to fold down the corner of (a page in a book). 
—doeg/eared’, adj. 

dogfight (ddg/fit’, dog’-) /'dog,fayt, 'dng-/ n. (count) 
1. a violent fight between dogs. 2. combat between en- 
emy aircraft. 

dog-fish (dég/fish’, dog’-) /'dog,fif, 'dog-/ n., ph (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or spe- 
cies) -fish-es. any of several small sharks. 

dog-ged (dé/gid, dog/id) /‘dogid, ‘dngid/ adj. [before a 
nonn] persistent in effort; refusing to give up; tenacious: 
his dogged determination. —dog/ged-ly, adv.: He dog- 
gedly insisted he was innocent. 

dog-ger-el (dô/gər al, dog/ar-) /'dogaral, 'dngər-/ n. 
[nonconnt] poetry or verse that is silly or poorly written. 

dog-gone (dég’gén’, -gon’, dog/-) /'dog'gon, -'gnn, 
'dng-/ v., -goned, -goning, adj., superlative -gon-est, 
adv. Informal. —v. [~ + obj; used without a subject] 1. 
to damn; confound: Doggone it! Late again. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. Also, doggoned. damned; confounded: 
That doggone cat has knocked over the lamp again. 
—adv. 3. Also, doggoned. damned: a doggone poor 
sport. 

dog-egy or dog-gie (dd/gé, dog’é) /‘dogiy, 'dngiy/ n. 
(count), pi. -gies. 1. a small dog or a puppy. 2. a name 
for any dog. 

dog’gy bag’, n. [count] a small bag provided by a res- 
taurant for a customer to take home uneaten food from 
a meal. 

dog-house (dog’hous’, dog/-) /'dng,haws, 'dng-/ n. 
(court) 1. a small shelter for a dog. —Idiom. 2. in the 
doghouse, in disfavor or disgrace. 

do-gie or do-gey or dogy (dd/gé) /'dowgiy/ n. 
[connt], pl -gies or -geys. Western U.S. a calf without a 
mother. 

dog-leg (dédg/leg’, dog/-) /‘dog,leg, ‘dng-/ n, adj, v., 
-legged, -leg-ging. —n. [cont] 1. a route or course that 
turns at a sharp angle. —adj. [before a noun] 2. turned 
or curved at a sharp angle: a dogleg skiing course. —v. 
[no obj] 3. to proceed around a sharp angle or along a 
zigzag course. 

dogma (dôg/mə, dog/-) /'dogma, ‘dng-/ n., ph -mas, 
-ma-ta (-mə tə) /-moto/. 1. (noncount] a system of 
principles or tenets; doctrine: political dogma. 2. (comnt] 
a specific principle of a doctrine put forth, such as by a 
church: various dogmas about the divinity of Christ. 

dog-mat-ic (dôg mat/ik, dog-) /dog'mextik, dng-/ adj. 1. 
of the nature of a dogma; doctrinal. 2. putting forward 
opinions in an aggressive and dictatorial manner: He was 
offensive and dogmatic in our meeting. —dog-mat’i- 
cally, adv. 

dog-martism (dôg/mə tiz/am, dog/-) /'dogma,tizam, 
‘dog-/ n. [noncount] dogmatic putting forward of opin- 
ions, without listening to the opinions of others. —dog/- 
ma-tist, n. [count] 

do-good-er (doo/qodd/ar) /'duw'godər/ n. [connt] a per- 
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son who has good intentions but is too unknowing and 
whose help has no effect. 

dog/-tired’, adj. [usually: be + ~] utterly exhausted: 
He was dog-tired after all that work. 

dog:-trot (ddg/trot’, dog’-) /‘dog,trnt, 'dng-/ n., v., -trote 
ted, -trot-ting. —n. [count] 1. a gentle trot, like that of a 
dog: He jogged off at a dogtrot. —v. [no obj} 2. to go at 
the speed of a dogtrot. 

dogwood (dég/wédd’, dog’-) /'dog,wud, 'dng-/ n. 1. 
[count] a tree or shrub of Europe and America with pink 
or white blossoms. 2. [noncount] the wood of this tree. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. made of such wood. 

doily (doi7lé) /‘doyliy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. any small, 
ornamental mat, esp. one of embroidery or lace: She 
had crocheted some pretty little doilies. 

do-ing (dod/ing) /‘duwin/ n. 1. [noncount) performance; 
execution; something done: /t must have taken a lot of 
doing to get this finished on time. 2. doings, (plural) 
deeds; proceedings; events: There were big doings at the 
mall last week. 

do-it-your-self (dd0/i char self, -it yar-) /‘duwitfor'self, 
-ityor-/ adj. 1. designed for use by unskilled amateurs: a 
do-it-yourself computer assembly kit. —n. [noncount 2. 
the building or repairing of things for oneself, usually in 
one’s own home. —do/-it-your-selffer, n. [count] 

doldrums (dol’/dramz, dol’-, dôl-) /‘dowldromz, ‘dol-, 
'dol-/ n. [plura 1. a state of inactivity. 2. in the dol- 
drums, in a dull, depressed mood; in low spirits: has 
been in the doldrums ever since he heard the bad news. 

dole (ddl) /dowl/ n., v., doled, doling. —n. (count; usu- 
ally singular) 1. an amount of money, etc., esp. given at 
regular intervals by a charity: A dole is given to them 
every two weeks or so. —v. [~ + out + obj] 2. to give 
out (something) in small quantities: to dole out water 
during a drought. —Idiom. 3. on the dole, Chiefly Brit. 
receiving relief payments from the government. 

dole-ful (ddl/fal) /‘dowlfal/ adj. sorrowful; mournful: a 
doleful sigh. —dole/’fulely, adv. 

doll (dol) /dol/ n. [count] 1. a small figure representing a 
baby or other human being, used esp. as a Child's toy. 2. 
Slang. a. a girl or woman: “Who's the new doll in the cor- 
ner?” he whispered. b. a physically attractive person. c. a 
generous or helpful person: Be a doll and help me wash 
the dishes. d. [sometimes: Dolf an affectionate or famil- 
iar term of address (sometimes considered offensive 
when used to a stranger, subordinate, etc.). —v. 3. doll 
up, to dress in fancy clothing with a lot of makeup, etc.: 
[~ + up + obj]: She was all dolled up for the party. ke 
+ obj + up): She had dolled herself up for the party. 

dol-lar (dolar) /‘dolor/ n. (count) the basic monetary 
unit of various countries, including the U.S. and Canada. 

dol-lop (dol’ap) /‘dolop/ n. [count] 1. a lump of some 
substance, usually a small amount: a dollop of whipped 
cream. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to dispense in dollops. 

dol-ly (dol7é) /‘doliy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. 1. Informal. a 
doll. 2. a low truck or cart with small wheels for moving 
heavy loads. 

dol-phin (dol/fin, dôV-) /‘dolfin, ‘dol-/ n. [count] 1. a 
small-toothed mammal of the sea having a beaklike nose 
and mouth. Compare porpoise. 2. Also called dolphin- 
fish mahimahi. either of two large, slender fishes of 
warm and temperate seas. 

dolt (dōlt) /dowlt/ n. [count] a foolish or stupid person; 
blockhead; dunce. —dolt/ish, adj. 

-dom, suffix. -dom is attached to some nouns and ad- 
jectives to form nouns, with the meanings: 1. domain or 
area ruled: king + -dom ~ kingdom (= area a king 
rules). 2. collection of persons: official + -dorn ~ offi- 
cialdom (= a collection of officials). 3. rank: earl + 
-dom ~ earldom (= the rank or position of an earl). 4. 
general condition: free + -dom 7 freedom (= general 
condition of being free). 

domain (dé man’) /dow'meyn/ n. [count] 1. a field or 
area of thought, etc; subject; area of interest: He works 
in the dornain of public health. 2. the territory governed 
by a ruler or government: The domains stretched for 
hundreds of rniles in every direction. 

dome (dém) /dowm/ n. [court] 1. a roof or ceiling that 
is rounded or in the form of a part of a sphere. 2. Slang. 
a person's head: the painter's bald dorme. —domed, 
adj.: the domed basilica of St. Peter's. 

do-mes-tic (da mes/tik) /do'mestik/ adj. 1. [before a 
nour) of or relating to the home: domestic as opposed 
to industrial uses of natural gas. 2. devoted to home life: 
le's very domestic and loves to stay at horme. 3. (before 
a noun) tame; domesticated: Cats are domestic aninials. 
4. [before a rout) of or relating to one’s own country as 
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apart from other countries; produced in one’s own coun- 
try: domestic trade. —n. [count] 5. a household servant. 
—do-mes/’ti-cal-ly, adv. 

do-mes-ti-cate (do mes/’ti kat’) /da'mesti,keyt / v. [7 
+ obj), -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to tame (an animal): /f you 
domesticate that raccoon, it will have trouble living in the 
wild. 2. to change or adapt (a plant) so as to be culti- 
vated by and beneficial to human beings. 3. to make 
(someone) become accustomed to life in a household: / 
was fully domesticated by then, taking out the garbage 
and washing the dishes. —do-mes+ti-ca-tion (da mes/ti- 
kā/shən) /da,mesti'keyfan/ n. [noncount) 

do-mes-tic-isty (dd’/me stis/i tē) /,dowme'stisitiy/ n. 
[noncount] the state of being domestic or of liking home 
life: a blissful view of domesticity. 

doméi-cile (dom/e sil’, -sal, dō/mə-) /'doma,sayl, -sol, 
'dowmo-/ n., v., -ciled, -cil-eing. —n. [count] 1. a place of 
residence. 2. a permanent legal residence: His domicile 
was in a country that had no taxes. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
establish a domicile in: He was domiciled abroad for tax 
purposes. 

domeienance (dom/a nans) /'domonons/ n. [noncount) 
1. the act or state of dominating. 2. power or authority: 
the dominance of one nation over another. 

domeienant (dom/a nant) /‘'domanont/ adj. 1. ruling or 
controlling; exerting authority: The dominant powers took 
control of the conference. 2. of or relating to one of a 
pair of hereditary traits that masks the other when both 
are present in an organism. 3. predominant; chief or 
foremost: What are the dominant factors in inflation man- 
agement? —dom/i-enantely, adv. 

dom-ienate (dom/a nat’) /‘doma,neyt/ v. [~ + obj). 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to rule over; control: She com- 
pletely dominates the family. 2. to tower above; over- 
look: The church dominates the entire village. 3. to be 
the major factor or influence in: The issue of gun control 
will dominate the next election. —domeienastion (dom/a- 
nā/shən) /,dpmo'neyfon/ n. [noncount) ——Related 
Words. pominate is a verb, DOMINANT iS an adjective, DOMI- 
NATION iS a noun: That country tried to dominate its 
neighbors. She was a dominant force in the music world. 
The weaker country faced domination by stronger neigh- 
bors. 

dom-i-neer-ing (dom/a nér/ing) /,doma'niorin/ adj. us- 
ing or having great dominance or control; ruling strongly: 
a domineering personality. 

Do-emin-iecan (da min’i kan for 1, 3; dom/a ne/’kan for 
2, 4) /da'minikan for 1, 3; \doma!niykan for 2, 4 / adj. 
1. of or relating to the Dominican Republic. 2. of or re- 
lating to Dominica. —n. [count] 3. a person born or liv- 
ing in the Dominican Republic. 4. a person born or living 
in Dominica. 

do-min-ion (da min’yan) /da'minyon/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the power to govern: The king declared he had sole do- 
minion over this land. 2. (count) the territory subject to 
the control of a ruler or government: The law was put 
into effect throughout the dominion. 3. (count; often: 
Dominion] any of the self-governing countries outside 
the United Kingdom that belong to the Commonwealth of 
Nations. 

domeieno (dom/a nd’) /'domo,now/ n., pl. -noes. 1. 
[count] a small, flat block, the face of which has two 
squares, each either blank or painted with dots. 2. domi- 
noes, [rioncount; used with a singular verb] a game in 
which the ends of such pieces are matched: Dominoes is 
not too hard to play. 

don' (don; Sp., It. dôn) /don; Sp., It. don/ n. 1. (proper 
noun; Don] Mr.; Sir: a Spanish title put before a man’s 
given name: Don Diego was his name. 2. [count] (in 
Spanish-speaking countries) a lord or gentleman. 3. 
[count] (in the English universities) a head, fellow, or tu- 
tor of a college. 4. [count] the head of a Mafia family. 

don? (don) /don/ v. [~ + obj], donned, don-ning. to put 
on or dress in: to don one’s gloves. 

do-fia (dô/nyä) /‘donya/ n., pl. -fias. 1. [proper noun; 
Doria] Madam; Lady: a Spanish title put before a 
woman's given name: Doria Melendez was her name. 2. 
[count] (in Spanish-speaking countries) a lady or gentle- 
woman. 

donate (do/nat, dd nat’) /'downeyt, dow'ncyt/ v., 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to present (something) as a gift: [~ + 
obj): She donated a pint of blood last year. [~ + obj + 
to + obj): The millionaire donated money to charity. [no 
obj): I've already donated, please don't ask again. 

do-na-tion (do na’shan) /dow'neyfan/ nu. 1. [noncount) 
the giving or act of donating something: donation of his 
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time and energy. 2. (count) something given, presented, 
or donated as a gift: My donation was for fifty dollars. 

done (dun) /dan/ v. 1. pp. of bo': Ive already done the 
dishes. 2. Nonstandard. a pt. of 0o': What you done to 
hin was bad. —auxiliary verb. 3. Southern U.S. Non- 
standard. (used often with a main verb in the past tense 
to indicate completed action): 7 done told you. —adj. 4. 
a. finished; completed; accomplished: That mass firing 
was a done deal long before we knew about it. b. [be + 
~] at a point of completion; through: When you are 
done, turn out the lights. 5. cooked enough or properly: 
The pie isn't done until the crust is brown. Is the meat 
done yet? 6. [be + ~] in keeping with acceptable behav- 
ior or practice: That sort of thing simply isn’t done. 7. ac- 
cepted; agreed (used as an answer to a question): ‘Js it a 
deal, then?’— “Done!” —TIdiom. 8. be or have done 
with, [be/have + ~ + with + obj] to break off relations 
with. 9. done for, [no obj] a. dead or dying: “Vin done 
for, so save yourself and get out of here,” the dying ina- 
rine whispered. b. certain to suffer failure, trouble, or 
misfortune: You'd better finish that work or you'll be done 
for. 10. done in, [no obj) very tired; exhausted: rn all 
done in after that five-mile walk. 

Don Juan (don wan’) /don ‘wan n. [count] a man who 
seduces many women. 

don-key (dong’ké, dông/-, dung’-) /'donkiy, 'don-, 
‘dan-/ n. [count], pl. -keys. 1. a long-eared domesti- 
cated mammal related to the horse: Donkeys are better 
than horses on mountain trails. 2. a stupid, silly, or ob- 
stinate person. 

do-nor (do/nar) /‘downar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
gives or donates. 2. a provider of blood or an organ for 
transfusion or transplantation: She is waiting for a kidney 
donor. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of or relating to the bio- 
logical tissue of a donor: a donor organ. 4. relating to, or 
for a giver of a donation: a donor card. 

don’t (dont) /downt’ v. 1. contraction of do not: Don't 
come in. 2. Nonstandard (except in some dialects). con- 
traction of does not: He dont care where the road goes. 
—n. [count] 3. don'ts, [plural] a list of practices to be 
avoided. Compare poo! (def. 31): a long list of dos and 
don ts. 

doenut (dō/nət, -nut’) /downat, -,nat/ 77. DOUGHNUT. 

doo-dad (dōo/dad^) /'duw,dæd n. [count] Informal. 1.a 
trinket or bauble: a dress decorated with little silver doo- 
dads. 2. a gadget; device; small object whose name is 
unknown or has been forgotten. 

doo-dle (dood/!) /‘duwdl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. 1. to draw 
or scribble idly: [no obj): She was doodling on the paper 
when I called on her. [~ + obj): doodling designs in the 
margin. —n. (count) 2. a drawing produced by doodling. 
—doo/dler, n. [count] 

doom (doom) /duwm/ n. [noncount] 1. fate or destiny, 
esp. bad or adverse fate. 2. ruin or death: facing doorn 
and destruction. —v. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed] 3. to 
make sure that something will happen, esp. a bad fate; 
cause to fail: We are doorned to make the same mistakes 
in the future. 

dooms-day (doomz/da’) /‘duwme,dey/ n. 1. [proper 
noun) the day of the Last Judgment, at the end of the 
world. 2. [noncournt] nuclear destruction of the world: a 
story about doomsday in the near future. 

door (dor, dor) /dor, dowr/ n. [count] 1. a movable bar- 
rier of wood, glass, or metal for opening and closing an 
entranceway, cupboard, cabinet, or the like, usually turn- 
ing on hinges or sliding in grooves: He Knocked on the 
door. See illustration at House. 2. a doorway: He stood at 
the door, but she wouldn't let hiin in. 3. a building, 
house, apartment, or the like as represented by its en- 
trance: He lived two doors up the street. 4. any means of 
gaining something, or a way of getting to something; ac- 
cess; key: tle door to learning. —Idiom. 5. answer 
the door, to go to the main door of one’s living place 
and ask to know who has knocked, or to open it. 6. at 
death’s door, near death; dying. 7. next door, at the 
house, building, or apartment next to the one already 
known or spoken about: He fell in love with the girl next 
door. 8. show someone the door, to order someone to 
leave: The bodyguard politely but firmly slowed ime the 
door. 

door-bell (d6or/bel’, dōr/-) /‘dor,bel, ‘dowr-/ n. [count] a 
bell, chime, or buzzer connected with a door and rung by 
persons seeking admittance, making a delivery, etc. 

door-man (d6r/man’, -mon, dōr/-) /‘dor,men, -man, 
‘'dowr- n. [count], pl. -men. a person who stays by the 
main door of an apartment house, nightclub, etc., and 
assists those entering and departing. 


done to dot 


door-mat (dôr/mat/, d6r/-) /‘'dor,mat, 'dowr-/ n. [count] 
1. a mat placed before a door for people to wipe their 
shoes on before entering. 2. a person who allows others 
to take advantage of him or her. 

door-step (ddr/step’, d6r/-) /‘dor,step, 
[count] a step in front of an outside door. 

door’-to-door’, adj. [before a noun] 1. proceeding 
from one house, apartment, or room to another: a door- 
to-door salesnian. —adv. 2. moving or proceeding this 
way: going door-to-door selling tnagazitres. 

door-way (dor/wa’, dōr/-) /'dor,wey, 'dowr-/ u. [count] 
1. the way of entering a building, room, etc. 2. a means 
of gaining something, or a way of getting to something; 
access: tlie doorway to success. 

dope (dop) /dowp/ n., v., doped, dop-ing, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount) Slang. a narcotic or illegal drug: He was on 
dope for years. 2. [noncount] Slang. a narcotic prepara- 
tion given to a horse to improve or hold back its perfor- 
mance in a race. 3. [noncount] Slang. information; news: 
What's the latest dope? 4. [count] Informal. a stupid per- 
son: Tell those dopes to give you a raise. —v. 5. (often: 
be + ~-ed (+ up) | Slang. to affect with dope or drugs: 
He was obviously doped (up), shouting and weaving 
down the street. 6. to give dope to; treat with dope: [~ 
(+ up) + obj): They had doped (up) the patient heavily 
before the operation. [~ + obj (+ up) ): They doped the 
horse (up) and it easily wou the race. 7. dope out, 
Slang. to figure out: [~ + out + obj): | doped out most 
of the questions on the test. [~ + obj + out): I finally 
doped it out: we were a threat to him. [~ + out +( that) 
clause]: I finally doped out that I was being threatened. 

dopery or dop-ry (dō/pē) /‘dowpiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. In- 
formal. 1. stupid; foolish: That was a dopey thing to do. 
2. sluggish or sleepy, as if from the use of narcotics or 
alcohol: She was still dopey from the medication. 

dorm (dorm) /dorm/ n. [count] a dormitory. 

dormant (dor/mant) /‘dormant/ adj. 1. inactive, such as 
in sleep: dormant plants and animals. 2. (of a volcano) 
not erupting. 3. undeveloped or inactive; held back: She 
had talents that lay dormant. —dor-eman-cy (dôr/- 
man sé) /‘dormansiy/ n. [noncount] 

doremer (dôr/mər) /‘dormor/ n. [count] a vertical or up- 
right window built out from a sloping roof, or the struc- 
ture holding this window. Also called dor/mer win/dow. 

dormitory (dor/mi tore, -tOr’é) /'dormi,toriy, 
-towrly/ n., pl. -ries, adj. —. [count] 1. a building, 
such as at a college, containing rooms for students to 
live in. 2. a large room containing a number of beds and 
serving as sleeping quarters for a group of people: the 
barracks dormitory. —adj. (before a noun) 3. of or refer- 
ring to a community inhabited mainly by commuters: 
dormitory suburbs. 

dorsmouse (d6r/mous’) /'dormaws/ n. (corre), 
-mice. a small, usually bushy-tailed climbing rodent. 

doresal (ddr/sal) /'dorsal/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of, re- 
lating to, or situated at the back of a fish: the dorsal fin 
of the shark. 2. situated on or toward the upper side of 
the body, equivalent to the back in humans. 

dorry (dor’é, dor’é) /‘doriy, 'dowriy/ n. [court], pl. -ries. 
a small boat with a narrow, flat bottom and high bow. 

DOS (dôs, dos) /dos, dps/ n. [noncount]) an operating 
system for microcomputers: DOS is an abbreviation for 
disk operating systern. 

dos-age (dō/səj) /'dowsəd3/ n. [count; usually singular) 
the amount of medicine to be taken at one time: The 
dosage sliould not exceed two tablets every four hours. 

dose (dōs) /dows/ n., v., dosed, dos-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
an amount of medicine to be taken at one time: an 
hourly dose of medicine. 2. an intense and often disa- 
greeable experience: a dose of bad luck. 3. the amount 
of radiation to which something has been exposed: The 
doses of radioactivity were already well past the lethal 
level. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to give a dose of medicine to: We 
dosed her witli non-aspirin tablets to reduce the fever. 

dos-siver (dos/ē a’, dô/sē ā/) /'dnsiy,cy, 'dosiy,ey/ n. 
[count] a file of documents containing information about 
a person or topic. 

dot (dot) /dot/ n., v, dot-ted, dotting. —n. [count) 1. a 
small, roundish mark made with or as if with a pen: She 
forgot the dot on the letter i and so it looked like an |. 2. 
a small spot; speck: She bought a blue dress with white 
dots on it. 3. a small amount: a dot of butter. 4. a signal 
of shorter length than a dash, used in groups along with 
groups of dashes and spaces to represent letters, as in 
Morse code. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to mark with or as if with a 
dot or dots: to dot the letter i. 6. to cover, scatter, or 
sprinkle with or as if with dots: Fromm above we could see 
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the trees dotting the landscape. —Idiom. 7. dot one’s 
i's and cross one’s t's, to be meticulous and precise. 8. 
on the dot, precisely; exactly at the time said: We arrived 
at 6:00 on the dot. 

dot-age (dO/tij) /‘'dowtid3/ n. [noncount] 1. a decline or 
weakening of the mind esp. as associated with old age: 
In his dotage he didn’t recognize me when I came to see 
him. 2. foolish affection; too much affection: /us dotage 
on his grandchildren. 

dote (dot) /dowt/ v. [~ + on + obj], dot-ed, dot-ing. to 
give Or show too much fondness or love: Grandparents 
just love to dote on their grandclildren. —dot/ing-ly, 
adv. 

dot/-ma/trix, adj. (usually: before a noun] of or relat- 
ing to a computer printer that forms characters and 
pictures with dots from a matrix. 

dot-ted (dot/id) /'dotid/ adj. 1. (usually: before a noun) 
made up of or consisting of a line or row of dots: Sign on 
the dotted line below. 2. made up of many dots: a bright 
red dotted bowtie. 

dot-ty (dot/é) /'dotiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. Chiefly Brit. 1. 
behaving strangely; eccentric: She was a dotty old 
woman. 2. [be + ~ + about] eager about (something); 
enthusiastic: was dotty about horse-racing. 

dourble (dub/al) /'dabəl/ adj., n., v., -bled, -bling, adv. 
-~adj. 1. twice as large, heavy, strong, etc.; twice as 
wany in size, amount, number, extent, etc.: The workers 
receive double pay for working on Sundays. He ordered a 
aouble whiskey. 2. [before a nour] made up of two simi- 
lar parts or members; paired: a double sink. 3. (usually: 
before a noun] suitable for two persons: We rented a 
double room. 4. having two meanings; ambiguous: His 
conwnent had a double meaning. 5. (usually: before a 
noun) hiding something dishonestly; deceitful: He led a 
double life, working by day and thieving by night. 6. 
folded in two layers. —n. 7. anything that is twice the 
usual size, amount, strength, etc.: (moncount]: She of- 
fered me double for the computer. (count): He ordered a 
double of scotch from the bar. 8. [count] a person who 
exactly or closely resembles another: She is the double 
of her mother. 9. [count] a hotel room with two beds or 
a double bed, for two people. 10. [count] a substitute 
who performs stunts in a movie or TV show that are too 
hazardous for a star: a stunt double. 11. [count] Also 
called two-base hit. a hit in baseball that allows the bat- 
ter to reach second base safely. 12. doubles, (noncount; 
used with a singular verb] a game or match, as in tennis, 
in which there are two players on each side: a doubles 
match. —v. 13. to (cause to) become double or twice as 
great; add an equal amount (of): [no obj]: Our taxes dou- 
bled over a one-year period. [~ + obj): The landlord 
doubled our rent. 14. to fold or bend with one part over 
another: [~ + obj): The mother doubled the sheets and 
blankets to keep the baby warmer. [~ + up/over + obj): 
She doubled over the sheets and blankets to make the 
baby warmer. [~ + obj + up/over]: She doubled them 
up to keep the baby warmer. 15. (~ + obj) to clench; 
hold tightly: to double one’s fists. 16. [~ + obj) to pair: 
couple: We doubled partners and began the country 
dance. 17. [~ + as + obj] to do a second job in addi- 
tion to one’s primary job; to serve in an additional capac- 
ity: The director doubles as an actor. 18. [no Obj) to hit a 
double in baseball. 19. [no obj] to double-date: We dou- 
bled last week, but this week I want to go out with her 
alone. 20. double back, [rio obj] to turn back on a 
course; reverse direction: / doubled back to see if I could 
find the missing earring. 21. double up, a. [no obj} to 
share quarters planned for only one person or family: 
You can stay with us; we'll all just double up. b. Also, 
double over. to (cause to) bend over, as from pain: [no 
obj}: As the next wave of pain hit, he doubled over. (Set 
obj + up/over): The pain doubled him up and left him 
gasping on the floor. [~ + over/up + obj): A punch like 
that would double over anyone. —adv. 22. to twice the 
amount, extent, etc.; twofold: We paid double for that 
room. 23. two together: to sleep double. —Idiom. 24. 
double or nothing, a bet in which one either wins twice 
as much as one has bet or gets nothing. 25. on the 
double, without delay; rapidly: Get up there on the dou- 
ble and report to the conunarider. 

dou/ble a’gent, n. [count] a spy in the service of two 
rival countries. 

dou/ble-bar/reled, adj. 1. (esp. of a shotgun) having 
two barrels mounted side by side. 2. serving a double 
purpose: a double-barreled attack. 

dou/ble bass/ (bas) /beys/ n. [count] the largest instru- 
ment of the violin family. 

dou/ble-blind’, adj. of or relating to an experiment in 
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which neither the researchers nor the subjects know 
which subjects are receiving the real treatment, medica- 
tion, etc.: A double-blind experiment was done to remove 
the possibility of bias. 

dou/ble boiler, n. [count] a utensil consisting of two 
pots, one of which fits partway into the other; water is 
boiled in the lower pot to cook or warm food in the up- 
per. 

dou/ble-breast/ed, adj. (of a coat, jacket, etc.) having 
a front closure with a wide overlap that is secured at both 
the right and the left sides and typically shows two verti- 
cal rows of buttons when fastened. 

doub/le chin’, n. [count] an extra fold or flap of skin 
under the chin and above the throat. 

dou/ble-cross’, v. [~ + obj] to betray, cheat, or de- 
ceive. -—\dou/ble-cross/er, n. [count] 

dou/ble date’, n. [count] a date on which two couples 
go out together. —dou/ble-date’, v. [no obj], -dat-ed, 
-dat-ing: We double-dated last night. 

dou/ble-deal/ing, n. [noncount) 1. deception or 
treachery; duplicity. —adj. [before a noun) 2. using de- 
ception; treacherous: a double-dealing scoundrel. 

dou/ble-deck/er, n. [count] 1. something with two 
decks or levels: The bus was a double-decker. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. having two decks or levels. 

dou-ble en-ten-dre (dub’al än tän/drə) /'dabəl 
an'tandra / n. [count], pl. doueble en-ten-dres (dub/al 
än tan’draz) /'dabəl an'tandraz/. a word or expression 
used so that it can be understood in two ways, esp. when 
one meaning is indelicate. 

dou-ble-head-er (dub/al hed/ar) /'dabəl'hedər/ n. 
[count] two games usually played on the same day one 
after the other. 

dou/ble-joint’ed, adj. having especially flexible joints 
that can bend in unusual ways or to an unusually great 
extent. 

doub/le-park/’, v. to park (a car) alongside another car 
already parked parallel to the curb: [no obj): If you dou- 
ble-park here, you'll get a ticket. [~ + obj]: He double- 
parked his car and hurried into the store. 

dou/ble stand/ard, n. (count) a set of principles ap- 
plied differently to one group of people than to another. 

dou-blet (dub/lit) /dablit/ n. (count) a close-fitting 
jacket once worn by men. 

dou’/ble take’, n. (count) a surprised delayed re- 
sponse, as by taking a second look, in reaction to a per- 
son not recognized the first time. 

dou/ble-talk’ or dou/ble-talk’, n. (noncount) 1. 
speech or language that has two or more meanings, or 
has no meaning at all, but is used deliberately to de- 
ceive: When t asked about his work, all I got was double- 
talk about “efficiency engineering.” —v. 2. [no obj) to use 
double-talk: He was just double-talking, full of generali- 
ties and promising nothing. 3. [~ + obj (+ into + obj)) 
to persuade (someone) by double-talk: He double-talked 
us (into doing what he wanted). 

douebloon (du bloon’) /da'bluwn/ n. (count) a former 
gold coin of Spain and Spanish America. 

douebly (dub/lé) /‘dabliy/ adv. 1. to a double measure 
or degree: to be doubly cautious. 2. in a double manner: 
doubly handicapped. 

doubt (dout) /dawt/ v. (not: be + ~ing] 1. to be uncer- 
tain about; wonder: [~ + obj]: I doubt his honesty when 
it comes to his job, don't you? 1 doubt it. [~ + (that) 
clause]: | wouldn't doubt that she'd want to help. (~ + 
whether + clause; only in positive phrases]: I doubt 
whether she'll change her mind. 2. [~ + obj) to distrust: 
| never doubted you; | was sure you would bring us the 
money. —n. 3. a feeling of uncertainty: [noncount): a 
great deal of doubt about whether he'll win the election. 
[count]: You think everything will turn out well, but I have 
my doubts. 4. (count; usually plural) distrust or suspi- 
cion: We have grave doubts about his honesty. 
—Idiom. 5. beyond (a or the shadow of) a doubt, 
with certainty; definitely: guilty beyond a shadow of a 
doubt. 6. in doubt, in a state of uncertainty: The out- 
come of the election was in doubt. 7. no doubt, a. prob- 
ably: No doubt you'll be back at school tomorrow. b. cer- 
tainly: As you have been told, no doubt, we expect the 
budget cuts to affect us. 8. without doubt, unquestiona- 
bly; certainly: She is, without doubt, the finest teacher in 
the school. —doubt/er, n. (count) —doubt/ing-ly, adv. 

doubt-ful (dout/fal) /‘dawtfol/ adj. 1. of uncertain out- 
come: a doubtful future. 2. undecided in opinion or be- 
lief; hesitant: Ir doubtful about whether | made the right 
choice. 3. of character or value that may not be genuine 
or real: The painting is of doubtful authenticity. 4. un- 
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likely; not probable: Its doubthil VIl finish the work on 
time. —doubt/ful-ly, adv.: We looked on doubthilly as 
he tried to lift the couch. 

doubt-less (dout/lis) /‘'dawtlis/ adv. Also, doubt/less-ly. 
1. without doubt; surely; certainly: Doubtless he'll be 
here on time. 2. very probably; presumably: She'll doubt- 
less(ly) accept the job. —adj. 3. sure; free from doubt. 

dough (do) /dow/ n. (noncount) 1. four combined with 
water, milk, etc., in a thick mass for baking: We made 
our own dough for apple pie. 2. any similar soft, pasty 
mass. 3. Slang. money: Can yor lend me sonie dough 
until payday? —dough’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est: The pizza 
crust was too doughy and unbaked. 

doughenut or do-nut (dd/nat, -nut’) /'downat, -,nat/ n. 
[count] 1. a small, ring-shaped cake of fried sweetened 
dough. 2. a raised ball of fried dough, filled with jelly, 
custard, etc. 

dough-ty (dou’té) /‘dawtiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tieest. coura- 
geous and unwilling to give up; resolute; valiant. 

dour (door, dou®r) /dur, daw®r/ adj. severe; stern: 
gloomy: a dour facial expression. —dour/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

douse (dous) /daws/ v. [~ + obj], doused, dous-ing. 1. 
to throw water on: We doused the children with the hose. 
2. to extinguish; put out: to douse a candle. 

dove’ (duv) /dav/ n. [count] 1. a bird of the pigeon fam- 
ily. 2. a person who calls for peace or a more friendly 
national attitude toward enemies. 

dove?’ (dov) /dowv/ v. a pt. of Dive. 

dove-tail (duv/tal’) /'dav,teyl/ n. [count] 1. a joint 
formed in the shape of a wedge that fits tightly into a 
corresponding gap in another piece of wood. —v. [~ + 
with + obj] 2. (of ideas, figures, etc.) to join or fit to- 
gether smoothly or neatly: My figures dovetailed nicely 
with theirs. 

dow-a-ger (dou’a jar) /'dawəd3ər/ n. [count] 1. a 
woman who holds some title or property from her de- 
ceased husband. 2. an elderly woman of stately dignity. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. relating to or characteristic of a 
dowager: a dowager princess. 

dow-dy (dou/dé) /‘dawdiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est. not styl- 
ish; drab; out-of-date: dowdy clothes. —dow/di-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

dowel (dou/al) /‘dawal/ n. (cont) a small rod, usually 
round and wooden, fitting into holes in two adjacent 
pieces to line them up. 

down! (doun) /dawn/ adv. 1. from higher to lower; to- 
ward or into a lower position or level: Tell him to come 
down. 2. on or to the ground, floor, or the like: to fall 
down, 3. to or in a sitting or lying position: Sit down next 
to her. 4. to an area or district considered lower from a 
geographical standpoint, esp. southward: We drove down 
to San Diego from Los Angeles. 5. to a lower value, 
level, or rate: Slow down. 6. to a lesser pitch or volume: 
Turn down the radio. 7. in or to a calmer or less active 
State: The wind died down. 8. from an earlier to a later 
time: the history of the church from the Middle Ages 
down to the present. 9. from a greater to a lesser 
strength, amount, etc.: to water down a drink. 10. ear- 
nestly: to get down to work. 11. on paper: Write this 
down. 12. in cash at the time of purchase: $50 down 
and $20 a month thereafter. 13. to the point of defeat or 
submission: shouted down the opposition. 14. to the 
source or actual position: fo track someone down. 15. 
into a condition of ill health: He came down with the fin. 
16. in or into a lower status or condition: He was kept 
down by lack of education. —prep. 17. in a descending 
direction on or along; in a place moved farther away 
than: They ran off down the street. —adj. 18. [before a 
noun] directed downward; going down: Take the down 
escalator on the left. 19. [be/seem + ~] sad; gloomy; 
depressed: You seem pretty down today. 20. [be + J 
sick and in bed: He's down with a bad cold. 21. [be + 
~] behind an opponent or opponents in points: Were 
down by twenty points. 22. [be + ~] having lost the 
amount indicated, esp. at gambling: After that last race 
I'm only down $10. 23. finished or taken care of: Five 
down and one to go. 24. [be + ~] out of order: The 
cornputer is down again. 25. Slang. admired: a down 
dude. —n. [count] 26. a turn for the worse; reverse: /t 
was another down for the company already in debt. 27. 
[count] Football. one of a series of four plays during 
which a team must advance the ball at least 10 yd. (9 m) 
to keep possession of it: On that last series of downs the 
team moved the ball well. —v. [~ + obj] 28. to knock, 
throw, or bring down: He downed his opponent with a 
quick right to the jaw. 29. to drink down, esp. quickly: / 
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downed the vodka in one guip. 30. to defeat in a game 
or contest: The Kangers downed the Flyers 2-0 last night. 
—interj. 31. (used as a command or warning) get down: 
Down in front, please (= Please sit down in front, so 
people behind you can see). Idiom. 32. down cold 
or pat, learned perfectly: He always has his facts down 
cold before he argues with anyone. 33. down in the 
mouth, discouraged; sad; depressed: He looks down in 
the mouth today. 34. down on, [~ + obj] hostile to: 
Most of the party's regular members are down on Nis 
candidacy. 35. down with, [~ + obj] (used in a com- 
mand or a wish, without a subject) to remove from power 
or do away with: Down with the king! 

down’? (doun) /dawn/ n. (nonconnt] 1. the short, soft 
feathers of some birds, used for filling in clothing for 
warmth. 2. fine, soft, short hair, such as on plants. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. filled with down: a down jacket. 

down-beat (doun/bét’) /‘dawn,biyt/ n. [count] 1. the 
downward stroke of a conductor’s baton indicating the 
first beat of a measure. 2. the first beat of a measure. 
—adj. 3. Slang. gloomy or depressing: a movie with a 
downbeat ending. 

down-cast (doun/kast’) /'dawn,kæst/ adj. 1. directed 
downward, such as the eyes. 2. dejected; sad or de- 
pressed: Don't be so downcast because you lost. 

down-er (dou/nar) /'dawnor/ n. [count] Informal. 1. a 
depressing experience or person: That loss was a real 
downer for the team. 2. a drug that makes people sleepy 
or less excited; a depressant. 

downfall (doun/fdl’) /‘dawn,fol/ n. 1. [noncount)] over- 
throw; ruin: the downfall of the dictator. 2. [noncount] 
something causing this: Drugs were his downfall. 3. 
(count; usually Singular) a sudden fall of rain or snow: 
caught in a bad downfall. 

down-grade (doun/’grad’) /'dawn,greyd/ v., -grad-ed, 
-grad-ing, n. [~ + obj] 1. to reassign to a lower level: 
They downgraded the military alert from emergency to 
Standby. —n. [count] 2. a downward slope, esp. of a 
road: The downgrade is very steep for a heavy tnick like 
this. 3. a lowering in status or importance. 

down-heart-ed (doun/har/tid) /'dawn'hartrd/ adj. de- 
jected; depressed: downhearted because she failed 
again. 

downshill (adv. doun/hil’; adj., n. -hil’) / adv. 'dawn'hrl; 
adj., n. -,htl/ adv. 1. down the slope of a hill; downward: 
She skied downhill quickly. 2. into a worse condition: 
Things have gone downhill again. —adj. 3. going down- 
ward on or as if on a hill: a downhill trail. 4. [be + ~ 
easy; free of things that prevent one from finishing: We're 
halfway; things will be all downhill now. 5. [before a 
noun) of or relating to skiing downhill: a downhill skier. 
—n. [count] 6. a timed ski race down a steep trail: He 
won the gold medal in the men’s downhill. Compare sta- 
LOM. 

down/-home’, adj. [before a noun) characterized by 
the simple, informal qualities typical of rural people esp. 
of the southern U.S.: down-home cooking; down-home 
hospitality. 

down’ pay’ment, n. [count] an initial amount given as 
partial payment at the time of purchase. 

down-pour (doun/por’, -por’) /'dawn,por, -,powr/ n. 
{count} a heavy, drenching rain: / got caught in a bad 
downpour. 

downright (doun/rit’) /‘dawn,rayt/ adv. 1. completely; 
thoroughly: Shes downright angry. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. thorough; absolute: She told a downright lie. 3. 
frank; straightforward: Hes a downright kind of gny. 
—down/right’/ness, n. [noncount) 

downescale (doun/skal’) /'dawn,skeyl/ adj., v., -scaled, 
-scal-ing. —adj. [usually: before a nonn] 1. moving to- 
ward the lower end of a social or economic scale: aims 
its products at downscale customers. 2. plain, practical, 
or inexpensive; not luxurious: downscale clothing. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. Downsize (def. 1). 4. to make less luxurious 
or expensive: They downscaled the store and its product 
line. 

downsize (doun/siz’) /'dawn,sayz/ v., -sized, siz-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to manufacture a smaller type of (a car): Car 
mamuacturers began to downsize their cars. 2. to reduce 
the number of; cut back: [~ + obj]: The plant downsized 
its staff. (no obj): The company will have to downsize to 
cut costs. 

Down's’ syn/drome, n. [noncount] Also, Down syn- 
drome. a condition from birth of mental retardation and 
the development of a flat forehead. 

downestairs (adv., n. doun/starz’; adj. -starz’) / adv., n. 
‘'dawn'stearz; adj. -,stearz/ adv. 1. down the stairs; to or 
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on a lower floor: Corne on downslairs and lels go out. 
—adj. 2. Also, down/stair’. [before a noun] relating to 
or situated on a lower floor, esp. the ground floor: my 
downstairs neighbor. —n. (noncount; used wilh a singu- 
lar verb] 3. the lower floor or floors of a building or their 
furnishings: Downstairs has been dusted. 

downstate (n, adv. doun/stat’; adj. -stat’) / n., adv. 
'dawn'steyt; adj. -,steyt/ n. [noncount) 1. the southern 
part of a U.S. state. —adj. 2. located in or characteristic 
of this part: the downslate regions. —adv. 3. in or to the 
downstate area: campaigning downstale. 

downstream (doun/strém’) /'dawn'striym/ adv. 1. in 
the direction of the current of a stream. —adj. 2. relating 
to the later part of a process: atternpting to secure down- 
streain financing. 

down:swing (doun/swing’) /‘'dawn,swin/ n. [count] 1. a 
downward swing, such as of a golf club. 2. a downward 
trend, such as of business. 

down/-to-earth’, adj. practical and realistic: a down- 
lo-earth approach to life. 

down-town (doun/toun’) /‘dawn'tawn/ adv. 1. to or in 
the main business section of a city: This train goes down- 
lown. —adj. (before a noun) 2. situated in, or relating to, 
the downtown section of a city: the downtown area. —il. 
[noncount] 3. the downtown section of a City: trying to re- 
build the downtown of the cily. 

down-trod-den = (doun/trod’n) /'dawn,trodn/ also 
down/trod’, adj. harshly ruled; oppressed: /ned to 
help the downtrodden masses. 

down-turn (doun/tirn’) /‘dawn,t3rn/ n. [count] 1. an act 
or instance of turning down, or the state of being turned 
down: the downlurn of a lower lip. 2. a downward trend; 
decline: another economic downturn. 

down’ un/der, adv. in or to Australia or New Zealand. 

down-ward (doun/’werd) /'dawnword/ adv. 1. Also, 
down/wards. from a higher to a lower level or condition: 
The car sank downward in the tuddy river. 2. facing 
down: She was lying face downward in Ihe sand. 3. from 
a past time to the present: The estate was handed down- 
ward froin generalion to generalion. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4 moving to a lower level or condition: a down- 
ward trend in the econorly. 

down-wind (doun/wind’) /‘'dawn'wind/ adv. 1. in the di- 
rection toward which the wind is blowing: We coasted 
downwind. 2. on or toward the side past which the wind 
has blown: The elephant stood downwind of us and 
caught our scent. —adj. 3. moving or situated downwind. 

downey (dou/né) /‘dawniy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. of or like 
down: downy pillows. 2. covered with down. 

dowery (dou/rē) /‘dawriy/ n. [coun], pl. -ries. the 
money, goods, etc., that a wife brings to her husband at 
marriage. 

dowse! (dous) /daws/ v., dowsed, dows-ing. DOUSE. 

dowse? (douz) /dawz/ v. [no obj], dowsed, dows-ing. to 
search for underground sources of water, metal, etc., us- 
ing a divining rod. 

-dox-, root. -dox- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “opinion, idea, belief.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DOXOLOGY, ORTHODOX. 

dox-ol-o-gy (dok sol’a jé) /dok'snlad3iy/ n. [Counti], pl. 
-gies. a hymn or short formula expressing praise to God. 
See -DOX-, -LOG-. 

doy-en (doi en’, doian, dwa yen’) /doy'en, ‘doyan, 
dwa'yen/ n. [count], pl. doy-ens (doi enz’, doi7anz, dwa- 
yen’) /doy'enz, ‘doyanz, dw'yen/. the senior man, as in 
age Or experience, of a group or profession: He was the 
doyen of the press corps in Moscow. 

doy-enne (doi en’, doian, dwa yen’) /doy'en, 'doyon, 
dwu'yen/ n. [count], pl. doy-ennes (doi enz’, dwa yen’) 
/doy'enz, dwa'yen/. the senior woman, as in age or €x- 
perience, of a group or profession: She was the doyermne 
of the press corps covering the Pentagon. 

doz., an abbreviation of: dozen. 

doze (dōz) /dowz/ v., dozed, doz-ing, 1. —v. 1. [no obj] 
to sleep lightly and briefly; nap: dozing in the harmimock 
when I called. 2. [no obj; (~ + off) to fall into a light 
sleep unintentionally: The students couldnt help but 
doze off during my lecture. 3. to pass (time) in napping: 
[~ + away + obj]: lo doze away the afternoon. [~ + obj 

+ away]: to doze the afternoon away. —n. [count] 4. a 
nap. 

doz-en (duz/ən) /‘cazan/ n., pl dozeens, (as atler a nu- 
meral) dozen, adj. —u. l. a group of 12: [count]: FH 
have a dozen eggs. [after a number or measurement 
word; no plural: VI have two dozen eggs. —adj. 2. con- 
taining 12 parts. 


238 


DPT or OTP, an abbreviation of: diphtheria, tetanus, 
pertussis: a vaccine against these diseases. 

Dr., an abbreviation of: 1. Doctor. 2. Drive (used in 
street names). 

drab (drab) /dræb; adj., drab-ber, drab-best, n. —adj. 
1. lacking in brightness; dull: a drab, cheerless office. 2. 
of the color drab. —n. [noncoun/) 3. a brownish gray. 4. 
any of several fabrics of this color. drab/ness, n. 
[noncount] 

draft (draft) /dræft/ n. 1. [count] a drawing, sketch, or 
design: The architect showed us a draft of her design. 2. 
[count] an early version of a writing that may be revised: 
The first draft of the paper had sorne imistakes. 3. 
[count] a current of air in any enclosed space, esp. ina 
room: / shivered as | felt a draft on iny neck. 4. [coun!] a 
device for regulating the current of air in a fireplace, etc. 
5. [count] the taking of supplies or money from a source: 
He wrote a draft for $100 for his cousin. 6. [count; usu- 
ally singular] a selection of persons, as by lot, for military 
service, an athletic team, etc. 7. [count] beer or ale 
drawn from a keg: a glass of draft. 8. [count] an act of 
drinking or inhaling. 9. [count] something drunk; a 
drink. —v. [~ + obj] 10. to sketch: She drafted her 
plans for Ihe park. 11. to compose: | drafted iny speech. 
12. to select by draft, such as for military service: He was 
drafted and senl off early in Ihe war. —adj. [before a 
noun] 13. used for pulling loads: a draft horse. 14. 
drawn from a keg: draft beer. 15. being in the early 
stages: It's only a draft proposal. ——Idiom. 16. on 
draft, available to be drawn from a keg: beer on draft. 
Also, esp. Brit., draught (for defs. 1, 3, 4, 7-11, 13-16). 

draft-ee (draf té’) /dræf'tiy/ n. [count], pi. -ees. a per- 
son who is drafted for military service. 

draftsman (drafts/mən) /‘dreftsmon n. [count], pl. 
-men. l. a person employed in making mechanical 
drawings. 2. an artist skilled in drawing: Malisse was a 
superb draftsman. —drafts/man-ship’, n. [noncount] 

draft-y (draf/té) /'dræftiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. character- 
ized by uncomfortable currents of air: We had to work in 
a cold, drafty roorn. Also, esp. Bril., draughty. —draft/i- 
ness, n. [poncounl] 

drag (drag) /drivg/ v., dragged, drag-ging, n., adj. —v. 
1. [~ + obj] to pull slowly and with effort; haul: dragged 
his injured foot behind hin. 2. [no obj] to be pulled 
along; to move heavily or slowly and with great effort: 
The bride's long dress began to drag along Ihe ground. 
3. [~ + obj] to search (a lake, etc.) with a net or hook: 
began to drag the lake for bodies. 4. [~ + obj] to intro- 
duce or put in: He drags his war stories into every con- 
versation. 5. to (cause to) go on for too long a time: [no 
obj]: The discussion dragged on for hours. [~ + obj + 
out): They dragged the discussion out for Ihree hours. (~ 
+ out + obj): to drag out a discussion. 6. [no obj] to 
feel listless and exhausted; to move in such a manner: 
This heat has everyone dragging around. 7.[~ + obj] to 
pull (a graphic image) from one place to another on a 
computer monitor: Drag the icon and release it. 8. [no 
obj] to lag behind: He's dragging behind in the race. 9: 
[~ + on + obj] to take a puff: to drag on a cigarette. 
10. to bring up (an issue) unfairly: [~ + up + obj): They 
keep dragging up my past. [~ + obj + up): They 
dragged those old stories up again. —n. 11. [count] a 
device for dragging the bottom of a body of water to re- 
cover objects. 12. [count] a heavy frame drawn over the 
ground to smooth it. 13. [count] someone or something 
that keeps one from achieving some goal: He felt his wife 
had been a drag on his career as an aclor. 14. (count; 
usually: a + ~] Slang. someone or something boring or 
uninteresting: This party's a drag. 15. [noncount] the 
force in the air on a wing in motion through the air that 
tends to reduce its forward motion; resistance. 16. 
[count] a puff on a Cigarette, pipe, etc.: He took a drag 
on a Cigarette. 17. (noncoun!] Slang. clothing usually 
worn by the opposite sex: He went to the dance in drag, 
wearing a dress and high heel sloes. 18. (noncount) 
Slang. influence; clout. —adj. 19. Slang. associated with 
the opposite sex; transvestite. 

drag-gy (drag’é) /'drægiy/ adj., -gi-er, -givest. 1. tend- 
ing to drag; sluggish: / feel draggy; maybe I've got a fe- 
ver. 2. boring; dull: a draggy meeting. 

drag-net (drag/net’) /'dræg,net/ n. [count] 1. a net to 
be drawn along the bottom of a stream to catch fish, or 
along the ground for small game. 2. an interlinked or 
connected system for finding or catching someone: an 
international dragnet to catch the terrorist. 

drag-on (drag/an) /‘draegan! n. [count] 1. an imaginary 
monster that was supposed to be a huge winged reptile, 
often spouting fire. 2. a fierce, combative person. 
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drag-on-fly (dragan fli) /‘draegon,flay/ nu. [court], pl. 
-flies. a nonstinging insect having the wings open when 
at rest. 

dra-goon (dra gdon’) /dra'guwn/ n. [count) 1. a mem- 
ber of a unit of soldiers on horseback. —v. [~ + obj + 
into] 2. to force (someone); coerce: / was dragooried into 
helping the students register. 

drag’ race’, r. [(courit]) a race between two or more 
automobiles starting from a standstill. 

drain (dran) /dreyn/ v. 1. to empty by drawing off liquid: 
[~ + obj): to drain a swamp. [~ + obj (+ of + obj): 
Drain the wound (of blood) before you apply the band- 
age. [no obj): The crankcase has to drain before you put 
on the new filter. 2. [~ + obj] to empty by drinking: He 
drained his glass in one huge swallow. 3.[~ + obj (4+ of 
+ obj] to use up the resources of: He drained his par- 
ents of every cent they had. —n. [count] 4. a pipe or 
other device that allows a liquid to drain: The drains are 
probably clogged. 5. something that causes a large out- 
flow or depletion: These constant doctor bills are a drain 
on our finances. —Idiom. 6. go down the drain, to 
become without profit; be wasted: AH my work went 
down the drain because | didnt have time to finish. 
—drain/er, n. [court] 

drain-age (dra/nij) /‘dreynid3/ n. [noncount) 1. the act 
or process of draining: The drainage in this area is sług- 
gish. 2. a system of drains: The drainage in the house is 
too old. 3. something drained off: the drainage from the 
wound. 

drain-pipe (dran/pip’) /‘dreyn,payp/ n. [count] a large 
pipe that carries away what comes out of waste and soil 
pipes. 

drake (drak) /dreyk/ n. [count] a mate duck. Compare 
ouck! (def. 2). 

dram (dram) /drem/ n. (count) 1. a. a unit of apotheca- 
ries’ weight, equal to 60 grains, or '% of an ounce (3.89 
grams). b. “is Of an Ounce in avoirdupois weight (27.34 
grains; 1.77 grams). 2. a small drink of liquor. 3. a small 
amount of anything. 

drama (drä/mə, dram/a) /‘drama, 'dræmə/ n., pl. -mas. 
1. [count] a presentation in dialogue and action of a 
story involving conflict of characters, to be performed on 
the stage; play: historical dramas. 2. [noncount) dra- 
matic art or literature in general: Lovers of drama wilt 
hate this play. 3. [noncount) an event or series of events 
having conflicting elements: the drama of the election 
year. 

dramatic (dra mat/ik) /dra'matik/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) of or relating to the drama: inportant dramatic 
elenients in the play. 2. involving conflict or difference; 
vivid: dramatic colors. 3. highly effective or compelling: a 
dramatic sitence. —dra-mat/i-cal-ly, adv. 

dramatics (dra mat/iks) /dra'matiks/ n. 1. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb) the art of producing or acting 
dramas: Dramatics is challenging. 2. [pturat; used with a 
plural verb) dramatic productions, esp. by amateurs: Our 
dramatics are simple affairs. 3. {plural}; used with a plural 
verb] overly emotional or insincere behavior: Then the 
tears and the dramatics started. 

dram<eastist (dram/s tist, dra’moa-) /'dræmətıist, 'dramoa-/ 
n. [count] a writer of dramas; playwright. 

dramea-tize (dram/ə tiz’, dra/ma-) /‘'drama,tayz, 
‘dram=a-/ v., -tized, -tiz-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to put (a piece 
of writing) into a form suitable for acting: They drama- 
tized the biography of the baseball star. 2. to express 
(something) in a vivid manner; present in a dramatic way: 
[no obj): | think you're overly dramatizing: she merely 
brushed against you. [~ + obj): The reporters are dram- 
atizing the sniall disagreement we had. —dramea-tirza- 
tion (dram’a tə za/shen, dra/ma-) /,dramoto'zeyfon, 
dramo-/ n. (count): The book had undergone several 
dramatizations. 

drank (drangk) /drank/ v. a pt. and pp. of DRINK. 

drape (drap) /dreyp/ v. [~ + obj], draped, drap-ing, 1. 
—v. 1. to cover or hang with cloth, esp. in graceful folds: 
pictures draped with ribboris. 2. to adjust (fabric, etc.) 
into graceful folds: carefully draped the fabric over the 
lectern. 3. to arrange, hang, or let fall carelessly: to 
drape a towel on a doorknob. —1. (count) 4. a Curtain, 
usually of heavy fabric and long length, esp. one of a pair 
drawn open and shut across or hung at the sides of a 
window. 

dra-per-y (drā/pə rē) /'dreypəriy/ n., pl -per-ies. 1. 
[roricount) coverings of fabric, esp. as arranged in loose, 
graceful folds. 2. Usually, draperies. [plural] long 
curtains, often of heavy fabric. 3. [soncount) cloths or 
textile fabrics thought of as a group. 4. [moricount) Brit. 
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the stock, shop, or business of someone who sells 
drapes or drapery. 

dras-tic (dras/tik) /'dræstık/ adj. acting with force or vi- 
olence; violent: We keep facing drastic cuts in spending. 
—dras/ti-cal-ly, adv.: kept cutting the budget drasti- 
cally. 

draught (draft) /dræft/ n., v., adj. Chiefly Brit. ORAFT. 

draught-y (draf%tē, dräf/-) /'dræftiy, 'drof-/ adj., 
draught-i-er, draught-i-est. Chiefly Brit. ORAFTY. 

draw (dr6) /dro/ v., drew (droo) /druw/ drawn, draw-ing, 
n. —v. 1. to (cause to) move in a particular direction by 
or as if by pulling; drag: [~ + obj + along): The horses 
drew the cart along. [~ + along]: The car drew slowly 
along the street. [~ + obj + away): | drew her away 
from the crowd. [no obj; ~ + away]: She drew away from 
me. [no obj; ~ + in): The car drew in to the curb. (~ + 
obj + in): He drew the car in to the side and stopped. 
(no obj; ~ + out): The car drew out into the traffic. (~ + 
obj + out): | drew the car out into the middle lane. (no 
obj; ~ + off): The train drew Off before | could signal the 
conductor. 2. [~ + obj (+ from + obj)] to bring, take, 
or pull out, such as from a source: to draw water from a 
well. 3. [~ + obj] to cause to come toward oneself; at- 
tract: The sale drew large crowds. 4. to compose or cre- 
ate (something) in words or pictures; depict: [~ + obj]: 
to draw a lifelike portrait. [no obj): | really can't draw. 5. 
[~ + obj] to frame or formulate; figure out: to draw a 
distinction. 6. to suck in; take (a breath) in: (~ + obj]: to 
draw liquid through a straw. [~ + in + obj): | drew in a 
deep breath to calm down. 7. [~ + obj] to produce; 
bring in: The deposits draw interest. 8. to bend (a bow) 
by pulling back the string to shoot an arrow: [~ + obj]: 
The archers drew their bows alt at once. [no obj): The 
archers alt drew at once. 9. a. [~ + obj] to choose by or 
as if by lottery: He was unlucky enough to draw kitchen 
cleanup twice in one week. b. [~ + obj] to pick at ran- 
dom, as from among marked slips of paper or numbered 
tickets: to draw straws to see who wins. c. [no obj] to 
hold a lottery or the like: to draw for prizes. 10. [~ + 
obj] (of a vessel) to need (a specific depth of water) to 
float: The boat draws six feet. 11. to finish (a contest) 
with neither side winning; tie: [~ + obj]: They drew the 
game at 37-37. [no obj): They drew at 37-37. 12. [~ + 
obj] to take or be given (a playing card) from the pack: / 
drew two sevens. 13. [~ + obj] to steep (tea) in boiling 
water: She drew a nice pot of tea for us. 14. [no obj] to 
move or pass, esp. slowly or continuously: The day draws 
near. 15. to take out a weapon for action: [~ + obj]: He 
drew his gun quickly and fired. [no obj): She drew and 
fired in one smooth motion. 16. draw away, [no obj] to 
move farther ahead: One runner drew away from the 
pack. 17. draw in, a. [~ + obj + in) to cause to take 
part: This is your fight; don’t draw me in. b. to make a 
sketch or drawing of: [~ + in + obj): to draw in a hu- 
man figure. [~ + obj + in): Draw it in with charcoal. 18. 
draw off, to move back or away: [~ + off + obj]: He 
drew off the enenty. [~ + obj + off}: He drew the enemy 
off, 19. draw on, a. [no obj] to come nearer; approach: 
Winter was drawing or. b. to clothe oneself in: [~ + on 
+ obj): to draw on one’s gloves. [~ + obj + on}: He 
drew his gloves on. c. [~ + on + obj] to use esp. as a 
source: The newspaper article draws heavily on gossip. 
20. draw out, a. to pull out; remove: [~ + out + obj]: 
The dentist drew out the tooth. (~ + obj + out}: The 
deritist drew the tooth out. b. to stretch out the time of; 
lengthen: [~ + out + obj]: They told me to draw out 
my speech for as long as possible. [~ + obj + out): I 
drew it out for as tong as | could. c. [~ + obj + out) to 
persuade to speak: The police carefully drew the child 
out and learned what had happened. d. [~ + out + obj) 
to get (information) from someone: We finally drew out 
the truth from her. e. to take (money) from a place of 
deposit: [~ + out + obj): We drew out $5,000 as the 
down payment. [~ + obj + out): We drew some money 
out of our savings. 21. draw up, a. to write in legal 
form: [~ + up + obj): to draw up a contract. [~ + obj 
+ up): We drew the agreemiernt np quickly. b. to put into 
position; arrange in order: [no obj): The army drew up 
into its positions and waited. [~ + obj + up): The gen- 
eral drew then up to the front lines. c. [~ + oneself + 
up} to make (oneself) stand as straight or as tall as one 
can: He drew himself up to his fult height. d. to bring or 
come to a stop; halt: [no obj]: The bus drew up to the 
curb. [~ + obj + up): The driver drew the bus up to the 
curb, —n. (courit] 22. an act of drawing. 23. something 
that attracts customers, etc.: That fantous niovie star is a 
big Hollywood draw. 24. something chosen at random, 
as a lot or chance: a lottery draw. 25. a contest that ends 
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in a tie: The game ended in a draw. —Idiom. 26. beat 
someone to the draw, to react more quickly than (an 
opponent): We beat them to the draw and got our pro- 
posal in first. 27. be the tuck of the draw, to be the re- 
sult of chance: It was the hick of the draw that I went 
first. 

draweback (drd/bak’) /‘dro,bak/ n. [conni] an undesira- 
ble feature; disadvantage: The cost was one of the draw- 
backs. 

draw-bridge (dré/brij’) /‘dro,brid3/ n. [count] a bridge 
in which a section may be raised, lowered, or drawn 
aside, to leave a passage open for boats, barges, etc. 

draw-er (drôr for 1, 2; drô/ər for 3) /dror for 1, 2; 
idroar for 3 / n. [count] 1. a sliding horizontal container, 
such as in a file cabinet, that may be drawn out or 
pushed back in: He opened the drawer of his fite cabinet 
and pulled ot the papers he needed. See illustration at 
office. 2. drawers, [plura a garment with legs that 
covers the lower half of the body, esp. an undergarment. 
3. a person or thing that draws. 

draw-ing (drô/ing) /‘droin/ n. 1. [comnt] the act of a 
person or thing that draws. 2. [count] a graphic repre- 
sentation by lines of an object or idea; a sketch or de- 
sign, esp. one made with pen, pencil, or crayon: He had 
a drawing of the bank vault in his pocket. 3. [nonconnt] 
the art or technique of making these: Fr terrible at 
drawing. 4. (conng the selection of the winning chance 
sold by tottery or raffle: Welt have a drawing at the end 
of the party. 

draw/ing card’, n. [count] a person or thing that at- 
tracts patrons: The niain drawing card is the tenor. 

draw/ing room’, n. [count] a formal reception room, 
esp. in an apartment or private house. 

drawl (drdl) /drol/ v. 1. to speak in a slow manner: [10 
obj): She drawled in that stow, lazy Style of hers. | ~ +t 
obj): She drawled a greeting to me. —n. [count] 2. an 
act of, or example of, speaking by drawling: She had that 
drawl of the deep South. 

drawn (drén) /dron/ v. 1. pp. of oraw. —adj. 2. tense; 
looking tired, thin, or unhappy; haggard: He looked nerv- 
ous and drawn at the thought of more conflict. 

drawstring or draw string (dr6/string’) /‘dro,strin/ n. 
{comnt] a cord that closes or gathers something, such as 
the opening of a bag or garment, when one or both of its 
ends are pulled. 

dray (dra) /drey/ n. (count) a low strong cart without 
sides, used for carrying heavy loads. 

dread (dred) /dred/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to fear greatly: to 
dread death. 2. to be very reluctant to experience: [~ + 
obj): | dread the thought of arriving late. [~ + verb-ing]: 
I dreaded coming in late to meetings. [~ + to + think): 
Į dread to think what wilt happen next. —n. 3. [nonconnt] 
terror or apprehension about the future: fitted with horror 
and dread. 4. [nonconnt] a person or thing dreaded: the 
dread of being late for the exam. 5. dreads, [plural] 
DREADLOCKS. —adj. [before a noun] 6. greatly feared; 
frightful; terrible: a dread disease. —dread/ed, adj. 
dread-ful (dred/fal) /‘dredfol/ adj. 1. causing great 
dread, fear, or terror: a dreadful storm. 2. extremely bad, 
unpleasant, or offensive: a dreadful scandal; a dreadful 
smell. 

dread-ful-ly (dred/fal ē) /'dredfəliy/ adv. 1. very; ex- 
tremely: /t was a dreadfully bad day. 2. in a dreadful 
manner or way: He drove dreadfilly. 

dread-locks (dred/loks’) /‘dred,loks/ n. [pinra a hair- 
style of many long, ropelike locks. 

dream (drēm) /driym/ n., v, dreamed or dreamt 
(dremt) /dremt/ dreaming, adj. —n. {connt) 1. a se- 
quence of images passing through the mind during 
sleep: / had another dream about living abroad. 2. (n"S1- 
ally: singular; a + ~] a state of the mind in which one 
does not pay attention to one’s surroundings: He's walk- 
ing aronnd in a drear these days. 3. a reverie about the 
future; reverie: Jer drear of riches and success. 4, a 
goal; aim; hope; aspiration: It had always been our 
dream to take the children to Europe. 5. something of 
unreal or striking excellence: The sports car is a drear 
to drive. —v. 6. [110 obj] to have a dream. 7. to see or 
imagine in sleep or in a vision: [~ + obj]: We drear all 
sorts of dreams. [~ + (that) clause]: | drearned that a 
morster was Chasing me. [~ + offabout + obj): I 
dreamed of you last night. 8. to be lost in thought; pass 
(time) in dreaming: [10 obj]: Stop dreaming aid get 
back to work. [~ + away + obj]: He's drearning away his 
days. [~ + obj + away): He's dreaming lis days away. 
9. dream of, [~ + of + obj] to consider, think about, or 
give serious thought to: / wouldn't dream of leaving this 
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great job. 10. dream up, to create or form in the imagi- 
nation: conceive: [~ + np + obj): He dreamed up a new 
plan to save money. [~ + obj + np): He dreamed the 
whole thing up. —adj. [before a nonn) 11. most desira- 
ble: ideal: a dream vacation. —dream/er, n. [count]: He 
was too much of a dreamer for the business world. 
—dream/less, adj. —dream/tike’, adj. 

dreamry (dré/mé) /‘driymiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. vague; 
dim: a dreamy memory of what had happened. 2. induc- 
ing dreams or a dreamlike mood, esp. pleasantly: 
dreamy music. 3. given to daydreaming: a soft-hearted, 
dreamy romantic, 4. wonderful: a dreamy new Car. 
—dreameirly (dré/mea lē) /‘driymaliy/ adv. 

drearsy (drēr/ē) /‘drisriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. gloomy; de- 
pressing; cheerless: a cold, dreary winter day in the 
north. —drear-iely (drér’a lē) /'driaraliy/ adv. —drear/i- 
ness, si. [noncount) 

dredge (drej) /dred3/ n., v, dredged, dredg-ing. —n. 
[comrt] 1. a powerful machine for removing earth, as by 
a scoop. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to clear out with a dredge: to 
dredge a river. 3. to remove (sand, etc.) from the bottom 
of a body of water: to dredge the sand from the river bot- 
tom. 4. dredge up, to discover and reveal; unearth: [~ 
+ up + obj): The media dredged up yet another scan- 
dal. [~ + obj + mp): to dredge stories up. —dredg/er, 
n. (conn 

dreg (dreg) /dreg/ n. [count] 1. dregs, [plural the last 
part of liquid left in a container; grounds: drank the 
dregs of his coffee. 2. Usually, dregs. [pliiraf] the least 
valuable part of anything: the dregs of society. 

drench (drench) /drentf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to wet thor- 
oughly; soak: / was drenched after the walk in the rain. 
2. to cover or fill completely; bathe: sinlight drenching 
the trees. —drench/ing, adj.: a drenching rainfall. 

dress (dres) /dres/ n. 1. [connut] an outer garment for 
women and girls, made up of an upper part and a skirt: a 
beantifirl red dress. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. [nor- 
count) clothing; clothes; garb, esp. those representative 
of a group of people: The folk dancers appeared in the 
national dress of their conntry. 3. (norcoint) formal 
clothing: evening dress. —adj. (before a noun) 4. of or 
for a dress or dresses: dress material for the gown. 5. of 
or for a formal occasion: a firit dress nniforni. 6. requir- 
ing formal dress: a dress reception. —v. 7. to put cloth- 
ing on or upon; clothe: [no obj): | was dressing when the 
plione rang. [~ + oneself): She was dressing herself in 
her mother’s old wedding gown. [~ + obj]: Let's dress 
the kids or we'll never be on time. 8. [no obj] to put on 
or wear clothes of a specified sort: dressed in their best 
clothes and went down to dinner. 9. [~ + obj] to deco- 
rate; trim: to dress a store window. 10. [~ + obj] to 
comb out and do up (hair). 11. [~ + obj to trim and re- 
move the inedible parts of (fowl, game, etc.) in prepara- 
tion for cooking. 12. [~ + obj] to pour a dressing on: fo 
dress a salad with oil and vinegar. 13. [~ + obj] to ap- 
ply medication or a dressing to (a wound): The nurse 
dressed the wound expertly. 14. dress down, a. to 
scold; yell at; reprimand: [~ + down + obj]: The general 
dressed dowt the troops. [~ + obj + dowr): He dressed 
them down for the awful performance. b. [no obj) to 
dress informally or less formally: His habit is to dress 
down for parties. 15. dress up, a. [10 obj] to put on 
one’s best or fanciest clothing: [H go to church if 1 don't 
have to dress up. b. to dress in costume: [~ + oneself 
+ up): He dressed himself up as a pirate. [~ + obj + 
up): We dressed hini up as a ghost. [no obj}: likes to 
dress up in her mother’s hat and heels. c. [~ + up + 
obj] to make more appealing or acceptable: He dressed 
ip sonie of those facts and figures. —-Usage. As a verb, 
press has two important meanings with respect to 
clothes. One meaning is “to put clothes on,” as in / can 
dress quickly in the mornings. | get dressed quickly in 
the mornings. This is similar to the expression PUT ON: / 
put on my clothes quickly in the morning. Another mean- 
ing of orESS is “to wear Clothes,” as in They dressed sit- 
ply and casually. However, it is more natural to say They 
were dressed simply and casually (in their comfortable 
clothes); see pressed below. Note that the phrase be 
dressed in is closer to the meaning of wear: They were 
dressed in their confortable clothes. (= They wore their 
comfortable clothes). 

dres-sage (dra sazh/) /dra'sa3/ n. (ornconrt) the art of 
training a horse in precision of movement. 

dress’ cir’cle, s. [commit] the first rows of raised seats 
in a theater set apart for spectators in evening dress. 

dressed (drest) /drest/ adj. 1. [be + ~] wearing clothes: 
You can come in now; I'm dressed. 2. [be + ~ + in) 
wearing the clothes mentioned: They were dressed in 
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their Sunday best. 3. having put on clothes: was dressed 
and ready to go. —Usage. See DRESS. 


dress-er’ (dres/ar) /‘dresar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
dresses. 2. a person who dresses in a particular manner: 
a fancy dresser. 

dress-er’ (dres/ar) /‘dresar/ n. [count] 1. a chest of 
drawers; bureau. See illustration at APARTMENT. 2. a side- 
board for dishes and cooking utensils. 

dress-ing (dres/ing) /‘dresin/ n. 1. a sauce, esp. for 
salad or other cold foods: [moncount): Do you like dress- 
ing on your salad? (count): I'd like a blue cheese dress- 
ing. 2. (noncount) stuffing for a turkey, chicken, or other 
fowl: turkey dressing. 3. [count] material used to dress 
or cover a wound while it heals: The doctor will charge 
the dressing. 

dress’ing-down/, n. [count] a severe scolding or repri- 
mand. 

dress/ing gown’, n. [count] a robe worn over one’s 
sleeping garments. 

dress-mak-er (dres’/ma/kar) /‘dres,meykor/ n. (count) 
1. a person whose occupation is the making or adjusting 
of dresses, coats, etc. —adj. [before a noun] 2. (of 
women’s clothing) having soft lines and fine detail. 
—dress/mak/ing, n. [noncount) 

dress’ rehears/al, n. (count) a rehearsal of a play as if 
for a performance, often the final rehearsal. 

dress-y (dres’é) /‘dresiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. proper or 
appropriate to more formal or festive occasions: This 
blouse is too dressy for the office. 2. fancy or stylish: a 
dressy reception. —dress/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

drew (drdo) /druw/ v. pt. of DRAW. 

drib-ble (drib’al) /‘dribal/ v., -bled, -bling, 7. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) flow in drops; trickle: [no obj): A little milk 
dribbled onto the floor. (~ + obj]: He dribbled some 
milk onto the cereal. 2. (no obj) (of saliva) to trickle from 
the mouth; drivel; slaver: The baby was dribbling over 
her new dress. 3. to (cause to) move along a ball, by 
bouncing it: [no obj]: She dribbled down the court, then 
mished to the basket and shot. [~ + obj]: He dnbbled 
the ball down the court. —n. 4. (count) a small trickling 
stream or a drop: a dribble of water. 5. [count] a small 
quantity of anything: a dribble of revenue. 6. [noncount) 
saliva that has come out of the mouth: He wiped away 
some dribble from the baby’s mouth. 7. (count) an act or 
instance of dribbling a ball or puck. —drib/bler, n. 
[count] 

dribs and drabs (dribz’an drabz’) /‘dribzon'drabz/ n. 
[Plura small, irregular amounts or numbers at a time: 
He repaid the loan in dribs and drabs over a period of 
years. 

dried (drid) /drayd/ v. pt. and pp. of DRY. 

drier’ (drifar) /'drayər/ n. 1. one that dries. 2. DRYER 
(def. 1). 

dri-er? (dri’or) /‘drayor/ adj. comparative of DRY. 

dri-est (drist) /‘drayist/ adj. superlative of DRY. 

drift (drift) /drift/ n. 1. (count) a driving movement, as 
of a current of water: a drit of some 10 to 15 miles a 
day. 2. [count] the course along which something 
moves: a drift toward the political right. 3. (count; usually 
singular] a meaning; intent: / get your drift (= | under- 
Stand your meaning or intent). 4. (count) a heap of mat- 
ter driven together: Huge drifts of snow had accumulated 
overnight. 5. [noncount] CONTINENTAL DRIFT. —v. 6. to 
(cause to) be carried along, by or as if by currents of wa- 
ter: [no obj]: The boat drifted out to sea. [~ + obj]. The 
current drifted the boat out to sea. 7. [no obj) to wander 
without aim: Some people just drift through life. 8. to 
(cause to) be driven into heaps: [no obj): The snow 
drifted into huge mounds overnight. (~ + obj]: The wind 
drifted the snow into Inige mounds. 

drift-er (drifftar) /driftor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that drifts. 2. a person who goes from one place, 
job, etc., to another but stays in each only briefly: The 
drifter didn't say much, and didn't stay long. 

drift-wood (drift*?wodd’) /‘drift,wud/ n. [moncount) 1. 
wood floating in water or washed ashore. 2. such wood 
used in interior decoration. 

drill? (dril) /dril/ n. 1. [count] a tool with a cutting edge 
for making holes in firm materials, esp. by rotation: an 
electric drill. 2. (noncount) Military. training in marching 
or other movements. 3. a. [count] any practice or exer- 
cise, esp. for emergencies: During the fire drill we all 
marched outside. b. any repetitive or mechanical training 
or exercise: [count]: a spelling drill. (poncount): Latin les- 
sons should be less drill and more fun. 4. [count] the 
correct or customary manner of proceeding: figuring out 
the family’s drill for dinner. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to pierce or 


bore a hole in (something) with a drill: The dentist drilled 
the cavity and filled it. 6. to make (a hole) by penetrating 
or boring: [~ + obj]: The dentist drilled a hole in the 
tooth. [~ + into + obj]: The dentist drilled into my tooth 
and cleaned out the cavity. 7. [no obj] to penetrate 
deeply beneath the earth to search for deposits of a nat- 
ural substance: drilling offshore for oil. 8. to instruct and 
exercise (military trainees) in marching, etc.: [~ + obj]: 
The sergeant had drilled the men in his company well. 
[no obj): The men had drilled all day and wanted a rest. 
9. [~ + obj] to teach by strict repetition: The teacher 
drilled grammar and the multiplication tables every day. 
10. [~ + obj) to train or rehearse (a person) in a disci- 
pline, etc., by guided repetition: The teacher drilled her 
Students in the multiplication tables. —drilVer, n. 
[count] 

drill? (dril) /dril/ n. [count] 1. a machine for sowing in 
rows and for covering the seeds when sown. 2. a row of 
seeds or plants sown this way. 

drill? (dril) /dril/ n. [nonconnt] a strong twilled fabric. 

drillemas-ter (dril/mas/tar) /'drilmæstər/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who trains others in something, esp. mechani- 
cally: Their teacher was a tough drillmaster. 2. a person 
who instructs in military marching. 

driely (dri/lē) /'drayliy/ adv. dryly. 

drink (dringk) /drink/ v., drank (drangk) /drænk/ drunk 
(drungk) /drank/ or, often, drank, drink-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
take liquid into the mouth and swallow it: [~ + obj): 
drank some wine with dinner. [no obj): He wasn't drink- 
ing that night because he was the designated driver. 2. 
[~ + obj] to swallow the contents of (a cup, etc.): She 
drank a few cans of soda. 3. to drink alcoholic drinks, 
esp. too much and by habit; tipple: [mo obj): It was no 
secret that he drank. [~ + oneself + into + obj): He 
drank himself into a stupor, 4. a. [~ + to + obj] to 
show one’s good wishes by swallowing some wine or 
other drink: Let’s drink to the bride and groom. b. [~ + 
obj] to propose or participate in a toast to (a person or 
thing); toast: They drank each others health. 5. to take 
in through the senses, esp. with eagerness and pleasure: 
[~ + in + obj): | drank in his every sentence. [~ + obj 
+ in): drinking the mountain scenery in. —n. 6. [count] 
a liquid that is swallowed; beverage: Let me have a drink 
of soda. 7. [count] liquor; alcohol: Let's have our drinks 
at the bar. 8. [noncount] too much alcohol: Drink was 
his downfall. 9. [count] a swallow or portion of liquid: He 
swallowed a drink of water. 10. the drink, [noncount) a 
large body of water, such as a lake or the ocean: Her 
teammates threw her in the drink. —drink/a-ble, adj. 
—drink/er, n. [coun] —Related Words. DRINK is a 
verb and a noun, DRUNK iS a noun and an adjective, and 
DRUNKEN is an adjective: He wants to drink some water. 
He wants a drink of water. He’s a dnink. He's drunk 
again. What do you do with a drunken sailor? 

drip (drip) /drip/ v., dripped, drip-ping, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to let drops fall: This faucet drips. 2. to (cause to) 
fall in drops; dribble: [no obj]: The milk dripped out of 
the bottle and down her shirt. (~ + obj]: He dripped 
some water on her face. —n. 3. [noncount) an act of 
dripping: the drip of the rain. 4. [(noncount) liquid that 
drips: Wipe the drip of water from your nose. 5. (count; 
usually singular] the sound made by falling drops: the ir- 
ritating drip of a faucet. 6. [count] Slang. a boring or col- 
orless person: a blind date with a real drip. 7. [non- 
count) the continuous, slow introduction of a fluid into 
the body, usually into a vein. 

drip-dry (drip/dri’; v. usually -dri’) /‘drip,dray; v. usually 
-‘dray/ v., -dried, -dry-ing, adj., n., pl. -dries. —v. 1. [no 
obj] (of a garment) to dry unwrinkled when hung drip- 
ping wet. 2. [~ + obj] to hang so as to drip-dry: to drip- 
dry a shirt. —adj. (usually: before a noun] 3. able to be 
drip-dried: drip-dry shirts. —n. 4. [count] something that 
can be drip-dried. 

drip-ping (drip’ing) /‘dripin/ n. 1. [count] the act of 
something that drips. 2. Often, drippings. [plural fat 
and juice from meat in cooking, used for basting. —adj. 
3. soaking: / came out of the shower dripping wet. 

drive (driv) /drayv/ v., drove (drōv) /drowv/ driv-en 
(driv’an) /‘drivon/ driv-ing, n. —v. 1. to send or cause to 
move by force: [~ + away + obj): to drive away the flies. 
[~ + obj + away): to drive the flies away. 2. to cause 
and guide the movement of (a vehicle, etc.); to operate: 
[~ + obj): He learned to drive a car at the age of fifteen; 
drove cattle on the range. [no obj): Where did you learn 
how to drive like that? 3. to (cause to) go or be carried in 
a vehicle: [~ + obj]: Let me drive you home. [no obj): 
We drive to the beach. 4. to force to work, do, or act; 
compel; urge: [~ + obj]: He drove the workers until they 
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collapsed. [~ + obj + to + verb): Pride drove him to 
finish the work on time. 5. [~ + obj] to carry (business, 
etc.) vigorously through: to drive a hard bargain. 6i t 
obj) to keep (machinery) going: The engine drives the 
propellers. 7. {~ + obj) to hit, propel, or kick (a ball, 
etc.) with much force: The batter drove the next pitch 
over the fence. 8. [~ + obj] to move (something) for- 
ward, as by hitting or striking: He drove the nail through 
the wood with a hammer. 9. [no obj] to strive vigorously 
toward a goal or objective: He kept driving to the top. 
10. [no obj] to go before an impelling force: The ship 
drove before the wind. 11. [no obj] to rush or dash vio- 
lently: The rain was driving in our faces. 12. drive at, [~ 
+ at + obj] to intend to convey (a meaning): / don’t un- 
derstand you; just what are you driving at? 13. drive 
off, to push or send back; repel; stop an attack of: [~ + 
off + obj): We managed to drive off the next attack. [~ 
+ obj + off}: Somehow we drove them off —n. 14. 
(court) the act of driving. 15. [count] a trip ina vehicle, 
esp. for pleasure: Let's take a drive upstate. 16. [count] 
a road for vehicles, such as to a private house. 17. 
[count] an act of forcing along, such as of cattle: an old 
West cattle drive. 18. [count] an inner urge directed to- 
ward satisfying a basic, instinctive need: ones hunger 
drive. 19. [count] a vigorous action or course that heads 
toward a goal or objective: her drive for the presidency. 
20. [count] a strong military offensive. 21. [count] a 
united effort to accomplish some specific purpose, such 
as for a charity: We're having a charity drive. 22. [non- 
count) energy and initiative; motivation: That student had 
a lot of drive. 23. [noncount] the power or energy to 
push a car forward: front-whieel drive. 24. [count] an act 
or instance of driving a ball, puck, shuttlecock, or the 
like: hit a deep drive over the fence for a home run. 
—JIdiom. 25. drive home, to make (something) under- 
stood: [~ + home + obj]: | tried to drive home the im- 
portance of hard work. [~ + obj + home]: ł tried to 
drive the point home that we could not afford college. 
—driv’ing, adj.: We plowed through the driving rain. 

drive/-in’, adj. 1. relating to or using a facility designed 
to accommodate customers in their automobiles: a 
drive-in restaurant. —n. [count] 2. such a facility or busi- 
ness. 

driv-el (driv’al) /‘drival/ n., v., -eled or -elled, -el-ing or 
-eleling. —n. [noncount] 1. saliva flowing from the 
mouth: slaver. 2. childish, silly, or meaningless thinking; 
twaddle: / had to listen to his drivel for hours. —v. [no 
obj) 3. to talk childishly or foolishly: driveling on about 
her friends at school. 

driveer (dri’var) /‘drayvar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that drives. 2. a person who drives a vehicle. 3.a 
person who drives animals, such as a cowboy. 4. a golf 
club with a wooden head. 5. software that controls the 
connection between a computer and another device, 
such as a printer. 

drive’ shaft’, n. [count] a shaft for carrying power from 
a source to machinery, as in a Car. 

drive-way (driv’wa’) /‘drayv,wey/ nu. [count] a road 
leading from a street to a building or house. See illustra- 
tion at HOUSE. 

drizzle (drizal) /‘drizol/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [no 
obj] 1. to rain gently and steadily; sprinkle: /f was driz- 
zling all day. —n. (nonconnt) 2. a very light rain. —driz/- 
zly, adj.: drizzly weather. 

droll (drdl) /drowl/ adj., -er, -est. amusing in an odd 
way: a very droll sense of humor, —droll/ness, 1. [non- 
count) —drol/ly, adv. 

-drom-, root. -drom- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “run; a course for running.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: DROMEDARY, PALINOROME, SYN- 
DROME. 

drom-e-dar-y (drom/i der/é, drum/-) /‘dromi,deriy, 
‘dram-/ n. (court), pl. -dar-ies. the single-humped camel 
of Arabia and N Africa. See -DRON-. 

drone! (dron) /drown/ n. [comt] 1. the male of the hon- 
eybee and other bees. 2. a craft operated by remote 
control: They sent the drone over enenty territory. 3. a 
person who lives on the work of others; a loafer. 4. a 
boring, uninteresting person. 

drone? (drén) /drown/ v., droned, dron-ing, n. —v. [r/o 
obj] 1. to make a continued, low, monotonous sound: We 
listened to the plane engine drone on untit we fell asleep. 
2. [~ (+ on] to speak in or proceed in a dull, monoto- 
nous manner: The meeting droned on for hours. —i. 
[comit] 3. a musical instrument or one of its parts pro- 
ducing a continuous low tone, esp. a bagpipe. 4. a mo- 
notonous low tone: the steady drone of the airplane. 
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drool (drdol) /druwl/ v. 1. [no obj) to water at the mouth; 


salivate: The baby was drooling with his thumb in his 
mouth. 2. to show anticipation of pleasure: [~ + at + 
obj): t was drooling at the thought of debating him. [~ + 
over + obj]: The staff was drooling over having a day off. 
—n. [noncount] 3. saliva running down from one’s 
mouth; drivel: blobs of drool at the baby’s mouth. 


droop (droop) /druwp/ v. 1. to (cause to) sag, sink, or 


hang down, such as from exhaustion: [no obj): The 
flowers drooped in the heat. [~ + obj]: an eagle droop- 
ing its wings. 2. [no obj] to fall into a weakened or dis- 
pirited state; flag; fade: Our spirits drooped. —n. [count 
3. a sagging, sinking, bending, or hanging down, as from 
lack of support: The droop of her shoulders told me im- 
mediately low the test had gone. —droop/i-ness, n. 
[noncount] —droop’y, adj., -iver, -ivest: You look a little 
droopy; are you feeling OK? 


drop (drop) /drop/ n., v., dropped, drop-ping. —n. 


[count] 1. a small amount of liquid produced in a glob- 
ule: A few drops of blood fell from the cut on her hand. 
2. a very small amount of liquid: to have a drop of tea. 
3. a very small quantity of anything: not even a drop of 
mercy. 4. Usually, drops. [plural] liquid medicine given 
from a medicine dropper, such as a solution for the eyes. 
5. a limited amount of an alcoholic beverage: He takes a 
drop after dinner. 6. an act or instance of dropping; fall; 
descent: The sudden drop startled the airplane's passen- 
gers. 7. the distance or depth to which anything drops: a 
drop of ten feet. 8. a steep slope: it’s a short drop to the 
lake. 9. a decline in amount: The stock market saw a 
drop of about fifty points. 10. a small, ball-shaped piece 
of candy: Share the lemon drops with your sister. 11. a 
central place where items are left or delivered: She sent 
her manuscript to the mail drop. 12. an instance of 
dropping persons or supplies by parachute or the 
amount or number dropped. —v. 13. to (cause to) fall in 
globules such as water: [no obj): Water dropped from the 
ceiling onto the floor. [~ + obj]: He dropped some 
cream into his coffee. 14. to (cause to) fall vertically; 
(cause to) have an abrupt descent: [no obj]: The fruit 
dropped off the tree. [~ + obj]: He dropped a few coco- 
nuts down to us. 15. to (cause to) sink or fall to the 
ground, floor, or bottom: [no obj): He dropped to his 
knees and prayed. [~ + obj]: He dropped his opponent 
with one punch. 16. to (cause to) fall lower in condition; 
diminish or lessen; reduce: [no obj): Prices dropped in 
the spring. [~ + obj]: The store dropped its prices, but 
sales didn't increase. 17. to (cause to) come to an end; 
stop; cease; lapse: [no obj]: There the matter dropped. 
[~ + obj): We dropped the matter. 18. to fall or move to 
a position that is lower, farther back, inferior, etc.: [no 
obj): to drop back in line. [~ + obj): That loss dropped 
the team from the playoffs. 19. to withdraw (from); quit: 
[~ + obj]: He dropped history and English. [~ + out of 
+ obj): to drop ont of a race. See OROP OUT below. 20. 
[~ + into + obj] to pass or enter without effort into an 
activity or the like: to drop into a deep sleep. 21. [~ + 
in/by/over| to make an unexpected visit at a place: We 
were in the neighborhood so we thought we'd just drop 
in to see you. 22. [no obj] to cease to appear or be 
seen; vanish: to drop from sight. 23. [~ + obj] Slang. to 
swallow (an illegal drug): They dropped some acid. 24. 
[~ + obj] to utter or express casually or incidentally: fo 
drop a hint. 25. to write and send: [~ + obj + to + 
obj): Why not drop a note to her? [~ + obj + obj): Drop 
me a note. 26. to set down or unload, such as from a 
ship or car: [~ + obj): Drop us at the corner. [~ + obj 
+ off}: Can you drop us off at the corner? (~ + off + 
obj): We dropped off the family at the train station. 27. 
[~ + obj] to leave out or omit (a letter) in speaking: You 
drop your final r's. 28. to (cause to) lower (the voice) in 
pitch or loudness: [110 obj): His voice dropped as he ap- 
proached. [~ + obj]: He dropped his voice to a whisper. 
29. [~ + obj] to abandon; forget: to drop one’s old 
friends. 30. [~ + obj + fron: + obj] to dismiss (an em- 
ployee, etc.); remove: to drop a consultant from the pay- 
roli. 31. [~ + obj] to lose (a game, etc.): He dropped 
fifty dollars on that horse race. 32. [~ + obj] to para- 
chute (persons, etc.). 33. [~ + obj] to resew in a lower 
position: to drop the hem of a skirt. 34. drop behind, 
[no obj) to fail to keep maintaining the necessary pace, 
etc.: With all her other activities she was dropping behind 
at school. 35. drop off, [no obj] a. to fall asleep: She 
drops off at about elever each night. b. to decrease; de- 
cline: Prices begari to drop off significantly. 36. drop 
out, [no Obj] a. to stop attending school or college: / ha- 
vert seen that student of mine; do you think she's 
dropped oust? b. to leave or reject the customs, etc., of 
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society in favor of pursuing one’s own lifestyle: fle just 
dropped out and went lo Tahiti. —Idiom. 37. at the 
drop of a hat, for the smallest reason and without delay: 
to argue at the drop of a hat. 38. drop in the bucket, a 
very small, insignificant amount: What's a few million dol- 
lars at this point? A drop in the bucket. 

drop-let (drop/lit) /‘drnplit/ n. (count) a little drop. 

drop/-off’, n. [count] 1. a vertical or very steep descent: 
a drop-off of about one hundred feet. 2. a decline; de- 
crease: an unusual drop-off in sales. 3. a place where a 
person or thing can be left, received, accepted, etc.: the 
taxi drop-off at the airport. 

drop-out or drop-out (drop/out’) /‘drnpyawt/ n. [count] 
1. a student who withdraws before completing a course. 
2. a person who withdraws from established society. 3. a 
person who withdraws from a competition, task, etc. 

drop-per (drop’ar) /‘drnpar/ n. [court] 1. a person or 
thing that drops. 2. a glass tube with rubber at one end 
and a small opening at the other for drawing in a liquid 
and letting it out in drops; eyedropper. 

dross (dros, dros) /dros, dros/ n. [noncount] waste mat- 
ter; refuse. 

drought (drout) /drawt/ n. 1. [count] a long period of 
dry weather: The drought lasted for months. 2. [non- 
count} an extended shortage of water: Drought had 
struck East Africa. 

drove! (drv) /drowv/ v. pt. of DRIVE. 

drove? (drov) /drowv/ n. (count) Usually, droves. [plural 
a large crowd in motion: carne in droves to buy lottery 
tickets. 

drown (droun) ‘drawn: v. 1. to (cause to) die from being 
put under water: [no obj]: Several hundred people 
drowned in the flood. [~ + obj]: The ood drowned sev- 
eral hundred people. 2. [~ + obj] to destroy by or as if 
by flooding: She drowned her sorrow in drinking. 3. [~ 
+ obj) to flood or cover over with liquid; soak: Most of 
the soybean crop was drowned in the torrential loods. 4. 
to overwhelm (with sounds, etc.) so as to make (some- 
one or something) impossible to hear: [~ + out + obj): 
The roar of the plane drowned out the pilot's announce- 
ments. [~ + obj + out}: They drowned me oul during 
my talk. 5. drown in, [~ + in + obj] to be overwhelmed 
by: f was drowning in work. 

drowse (drouz) /drawz' v. [no obj], drowsed, drows:- 
ing. to be sleepy or half-asleep: / was drowsing in the 
garden). 

drowsy (drou/zé) /‘drawziy/ adj., -siver, -sieest. 1. half- 
asleep; sleepy: The medicine made me drowsy. 2. caus- 
ing or bringing about sleepiness: drowsy spring weather. 
—drow’sieness, . [noncount): drowsiness caused by 
medication. 

drub (drub) /drab/ v. [~ + obj], drubbed, drub-bing. to 
defeat completely, such as in a game: We drubbed our 
opponents, 50-0. 

drudge (druj) /drad3/ n. [count] 1. a person who does 
dull work. 2. a person who works in a routine way. 

drude-erry (drujfar é) /'dradgariy/ n. [noncount) dull 
work: taking the drudgery out of some of those house- 
hold tasks. 

drug (drug) /drag/ n., v., drugged, drug-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a chemical used in medicines for the treatment 
of disease, or to improve physical or mental well-being: 
Somme drugs are useful in preventing disease. 2. a habit- 
forming or illegal substance, esp. a narcotic: He was 
dealing in drugs. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to administer a me- 
dicinal drug to: The hospital staff drugged him with seda- 
lives. 4. to make unconscious or poison (someone) with 
a drug: They tied him up, drugged him, and stnuggled 
him) across the border. 5. to mix (food or drink) with a 
drug: } drugged his drink white he wasnt looking. 

drug-gie or drug-gy (drug/é) /‘dragiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-gies. Slang. a habitual user of illegal drugs. 

drug-gist (drug/ist) ‘dragist/ a. [count] 1. PHARMACIST. 
2. the owner or operator of a drugstore. 

drug-store or drug store (drug/stor’,  -stor’) 
/drag,stor, -,stowr/ n. [count] the place of business of a 
druggist, where medicines are sold, usually also selling 
cosmetics, stationery, etc. 

drusid (drao’id) /'druwid/ n. (count; often: Druid) a 
member of a retigious order among the ancient Celts. 

dru/id-ism, 1. [noncount) 

drum (drum) ‘dram. n., v, drummed, drum-ming. —. 
[count] 1. a musical instrument made of a hollow body 
covered at one or both ends with a tightly stretched skin 
which is struck to produce sound: She played drums for 
the school band. 2. the sound produced by such an in- 
strument. 3. a booming sound: the steady drum of rain 
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on the roof. 4 EARDRUM. 5S. a rounded object with flat 
ends, such as part of a machine: brake druins on a car. 
6. a rounded box or container: rolling the oi! drums off 
the raimp. —v. 7. [no obj) to beat or play a drum: Fe 
drums for the schoot band. 8. to beat on anything con- 
tinuously or in a rhythm: [~ + obj): He drummed his fin- 
gers on the table. [no obj]: tle was drunmining with his 
fingers on the table. 9. [no obj] to make a sound like 
that of a drum: The rain was drununing on the tin roof. 
10. drum into, to drive or force by repeating; repeat 
persistently: [~ + obj + into + obj): He tried to drun 
the idea of success into her head. [~ + into + obj + 
that clause + obj): He tried to drum into her that suc- 
cess was important at all costs. 11. drum out, [~ + obj 
+ out} to dismiss in disgrace: He was drununed out of 
the Corps after that incident. 12. drum up, [~ + up + 
obj] to obtain, create. or call for (trade, etc.) through 
strong effort: He was trying to drum up new business. 
—Idiom. 13. beat the drum for, [~ + obj] to publi- 
cize: The car companies were beating the drun for their 
new product. 

drum’ ma/jor, n. 
band. 

drum/ majorette’, 17. MAJORETTE. 

drum>mer (drum/ar) /'dramor/ n. [count] a person who 
plays a drum. 

drumestick (druni/stik’?) /dram,sttk/ n. [count] 1. a 
stick for beating a drum. 2. the meaty leg of a chicken or 
turkey. 

drunk (drungk) /drank/ adj. 1. [often: be + ~) being in 
a temporary state in which one’s abilities are affected by 
alcohol; intoxicated. 2. [often: be + ~ + with] overcome 
by a strong feeling: was drink with success and power. 
3. (before a noun) relating to or caused by intoxication or 
intoxicated persons: laws aimed at preventing drunk driv- 
ing and arresting drunk drivers. —n. (count) 4. a. a per- 
son who is intoxicated. b. a person who is often drunk; 
drunkard. 5. a period of drinking alcohol heavily: a week- 
long drunk. —v. 6. pp. and nonstandard pt. of DRINK. 
— Usage. See DRUNKEN. 

drunkeard (drung/kard) /'drapkərd/ n. [count] a person 
who is often or habitually drunk. 

drunk-en (drung’kan) /‘dragkan/ adj. [before a noun} 1. 
intoxicated; drunk: (he drunken man’s inability to walk a 
straight tine. 2. often or frequently drunk. 3. relating to, 
caused by, or showing the effects of intoxication: a 
drunken quarrel. —drunk/en-ly, adv. —drunk/en-ness, 
n. {noncount) —Usage. Compare the adjectives DRUNK 
and DRUNKEN. Both can be used with nouns that refer to 
persons: The man is drunk. A drunken customer. 
DRUNKEN is used with nouns that do not refer to persons: 
a drunken party, a drunken quarrel. Only DRUNK can be 
used after the verb be, as in: He is really drunk; we 
would not say: He is really drunken. Usually, DRUNK is not 
used before a noun, unless the noun is driver, driving: a 
drunk driver; we would not say: a drunk girl. 

dry (dri) /dray/ adj., driver, dri-est, v., dried, dry-ing. 
—adj. 1. free from moisture; not wet: dry branches. 2. 
having or characterized by little or no rain: This dry 
weather is bad for the crops. 3. [before a noun} not un- 
der, in, or on water: to be on dry land. 4. not now con- 
taining liquid; empty: a dry river. 5. not yielding milk: a 
dry cow. 6. free from tears: dry eyes. 7. [be + ~} desir- 
ing drink; thirsty: fr so dry, lets stop in the diner for a 
soda. 8. causing thirst: dry work. 9. served or eaten 
without butter, jam, etc.: dry loast. 10. (of bread, etc.) 
stale: The bread was dry. 11. [before a noun) of or relat- 
ing to nonliquid substances bought or sold: A peck is a 
unit of dry measure. 12. (esp. of wines) not sweet: a dry, 
white wine. 13. characterized by or prohibiting the man- 
ufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors: At that time lowa 
was a dry State. 14. free from the use of alcoholic drink; 
sober: The alcoholic has been dry for several years now. 
15. dull; uninteresting: fs dictionary naking a dry sub- 
ject? 16. expressed in a Straight-faced, matter-of-fact 
way: dry huimor. 17. unproductive: Even the greatest art- 
ists sometitnes have dry years. —v. 18. to (cause to) be- 
come dry or to lose moisture: [~ + obj]: She dried her 
hair with a towel. [no obj): The paint will dry in two 
hours. Leave the dishes to dry. 19. dry out, [no obj] to 
undergo treatment for drug or alcohol abuse. 20. dry 
up, a. to cease to exist; evaporate: [no obj]: The river 
bed dried up. [~ + up + obj]: The heat had dried up 
the lake. [~ + obj + up}: The heat had dried it up. b. 
[no obj) Informal. to stop talking: Oh, dry up and leave 
us alone! —dry/\ly, adv. —dry/ness, n. [noncoutit] 

dry’ clean/ing, n. [noncount}) 1. the cleaning of gar- 
ments, etc., with chemicals: Dry cleaning is recoin- 
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mended for that sweater. 2. garments and other items 
for such cleaning: Dont forget to pick up the dry cleaning 
today. —dry’-clean’, v. [~ + obj): You have to dry- 
clean that blouse. —dry’ clean/er, n. [count] 

dry’ dock’, n. a structure that can contain a ship, so 
that workers can repair all parts of the hull: [count]: sev- 
eral dry docks on the eastern coast. [noncount; in + 7): 
The ship is in dry dock. 

dry-er (drifar) /‘drayar/ n. [count] 1. Also, drier. a ma- 
chine or appliance for removing moisture, as by forced 
heat: a clothes dryer; a hair dryer. 2. orier' (defs. 1, 2). 

dry’-eyed’, adj. not crying or weeping. 

dry’ goods’, n. (plural) textile fabrics as distinguished 
esp. from groceries and hardware. 

dry’ ice’, n. [moncount] the solid form of carbon diox- 
ide, used Chiefly as a refrigerant: used dry ice to keep the 
ice creain cold. 

dry’ meas/ure, 1. [noncount] the system of units used 
in measuring the volume of certain goods, such as grain. 

dry’ run’, n. [count] a rehearsal; a practice or exercise: 
We staged a dry run to see if our plan would work. 

DST or D.S.T., an abbreviation of: daylight-saving time. 

-du-, root. -du- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “two.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
DUAL, DUEL, DUET, DUO, DUPLEX, DUPLICATE, DUPLICITY. 

ducal (ddo%al, dydo0/-) /'duwal, ‘dyuw-/ adj. [before a 
noun] of, relating to, or meaning two; made up of two 
people, items, parts, etc., together: dual ownership. 
—du/aleism, n. [noncount]: the dualisin of good and 
evil. —duraleiety (doo ali tē, dydo-) /duw'elitiy, dyuw-/ 
n. [noncount] See -bu-. 

dub! (dub) /dab/ v. [~ + obj + obj], dubbed, dub-bing, 
1. to give a name, nickname, or title: He was dubbed a 
hero. 2. to make or designate (someone) a knight by 
lightly touching him on the shoulder with a sword: / dub 
thee Sir Lancelot. —dub/ber, n. [count] 

dub? (dub) /dab/ v. [~ + obj], dubbed, dub-bing. 1. to 
furnish (a film or tape) with a new soundtrack: The movie 
was poorly dubbed. 2. to add (music, etc.) to a record- 
ing: dubbed in the music. —dub/ber, n. [count] 

du-bieous (dd0’bé as, dydo/-) /‘duwbiyas, 'dyuw-/ adj. 1. 
of doubtful quality; questionable: dubious friends. 2. un- 
sure; uncertain in opinion; hesitant: dubious about our 
chances of success. —du/bi-ousely, adv. 

-duc-, root. -duc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to lead.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ABDUCT, ADDUCE, AQUEDUCT, CONDUCIVE, CONDUCT, DE- 
DUCE, DEDUCT, DUCAL, DUCT, DUKE, EDUCATE, INDUCE, INDUC- 
TION, INTRODUCE, OVIDUCT, PRODUCE, PRODUCTION, REDUCE, 
REDUCTION, SEDUCE, SEDUCTION, VIADUCT. 

du-cal (dd0’kal, dyd0’-) /‘duwkal, 'dyuw-/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to a duke or a dukedom. See -ouc-. 

duch-ess (duch/is) /‘datfis/ n. [count] 1. the wife or 
widow of a duke. 2. a woman who holds the rank of a 
duke. 

duchey (duch’é) /'datfiy/ u. [count], pt -duch-ies. the 
territory ruled by a duke or duchess. 

duck! (duk) /dak/ xr., pl. ducks, (esp. when thought of as 
a group for 1, 2) duck. 1. [count] a small, short-necked, 
web-footed swimming bird. 2. [count] the female of this 
bird. Compare oraAKE. 3. [noncount] the flesh of this bird, 
eaten as food: Peking duck in orange sauce. 

duck? (duk) /dak/ v. 1. to (cause to) bend suddenly, esp. 
in order to avoid something: [10 obj]: When the shooting 
started, we ducked behind a car. [~ + obj]: He ducked 
his head down as the slots rang out. 2. to avoid, or try 
to escape from (an unpleasant task, etc.); dodge: [~ + 
obj): He's trying to duck responsibility for his actions. [~ 
+ ont (+ off + obj): She ducked out the back to avoid 
the reporters. 3. to plunge (the whole body or the head) 
momentarily under water: [no obj]: | ducked under the 
lose aud washed uy face. [~ + obj): She ducked her 
head under the Hose and washed off —n. [connut] 4. an 
act or instance of ducking: a quick duck to the left. 

duckeling (duk/ling) /‘daklin/ u. [count] a young duck. 

duct (dukt) /dakt/ u. [count] 1. a tube, canal, or pipe by 
which a substance is conducted or carried: The hero es- 
capes by Climbing through the air ducts and out of the 
building. 2. a tube carrying bodily liquids: tear ducts. 3. 
a single enclosed passage for electrical wires or cables. 
—duct/less, adj. See -buc-. 

duct’ tape’ (duk, dukt) /dak, dakt/ u. [soncourt) a sil- 
ver-gray Cloth tape that sticks strongly to an object, used 
in plumbing, household repairs, etc. 

dud (dud) /dad/ n. [count] 1. a device, person, or busi- 
ness that proves to be a failure: His new play was a dud. 
2. a shell or missile that fails to explode after being fired. 
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dude (ddod, dydod) /duwd, dyuwd/ n. [count] 1. a man 
overly concerned with his clothes, grooming, and 
manners. 2. Slang. a fellow: a cool dude. 3. Western UES: 
a person from an Eastern city who vacations on a ranch. 

dude’ ranch’, n. [count] a ranch operated as a vaca- 
tion resort. 

dudg-eon (duj/an) /'dadzən/ n. [noncount] a feeling of 
offense or resentment; anger: We /eft in high dudgeon. 

due (ddo, dydo) /duw, dyuw/ adj. 1. [be + ~] a. owing 
or owed: This bill is due next month. b. immediately 
owed: This bill is due. 2. [be + ~ + to] owing or de- 
served as a moral or natural right: She is entitled to all 
the respect due to a scholar. 3. [before a noun] rightful; 
proper; fitting: With all due respect we did consider your 
request. 4. adequate; enough; sufficient: Allow a due 
margin for delay. 5. (be + ~) expected to be ready, be 
present, or arrive: The plane is due at noon. [~ + to FF 
verb]: The committee is due to meet at twelve-thirty. 
—n. 6. [noncount; usually: one’s + ~) something owed 
to someone: We received our due when we conquered 
the country. 7. Usually, dues. [pluran a regular fee to be 
paid esp. to a group or organization: yearly membership 
dues. —adv. 8. directly or exactly: due east. —Idiom. 
9. due to, [~ + obj] a. caused by: The delay was due to 
an accident. b. because of; owing to: absence from 
school due to illness. 10. give someone his or her due, 
[give + obj + his or her ~] a. to treat someone fairly: 
We gave him his due; nothing more. b. to acknowledge 
someone’s unexpectedly positive behavior: Give that 
nasty supervisor his due, he was just trying to do his job. 
11. in due course or time, in the natural order of 
events; eventually: /n due course you'll get your refund. 
12. pay one’s dues, to earn respect by working hard. 

du-el (doo/al, dydo/-) /‘duwal, 'dyuw-/ n., v., -eled or 
-elled, -eling or -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a fight between 
two persons with deadly weapons according to an ac- 
cepted procedure. 2. a contest between two persons or 
teams: The game promises to be a real duel between 
quarterbacks. —v. 3. to fight in a duel: [no obj]: They 
had been dueling for hours and finally called a draw. [~ 
+ obj]: He dueled his opponent for hours. —du/el-er, 
du/el-ist, n. [count] See -ovu-. 

due’ proc’ess of law’, n. [oncount] the regular ad- 
ministration of a system of laws. Also called due’ proc/- 
ess. 

duvet (doo et’, dydo-) /duw'et, dyuw-/ n. [count] a piece 
of music for two voices or instruments. See -0u-. 

duf/fel bag’, n. [count] a large, rounded bag, esp. of 
canvas, for personal belongings. 

duff-er (duffar) /'dafər/ n. [count] 1. Informal. a slow, 
clumsy, incompetent person. 2. a person incompetent at 
a specific sport, such as golf. 

dug (dug) /dag/ v. a pt. and pp. of DIG. 

dug-out (dug/oul’) /'dag,awt/ n. [count] 1. a boat made 
by hollowing out a log. 2. a roofed structure in which 
baseball players sit when not on the field. 

du jour (da zhddr’, doo) /da '3ur, duw/ adj. [after a 
noun] as prepared or served on the particular day: soup 
du jour. 

duke (ddok, dydok) /duwk, dyuwk/ n. [count] 1. (in Con- 
tinental Europe) the male ruler of a duchy; the ruler of a 
small state. 2. a British nobleman holding the highest 
hereditary title outside the royal family. 3. a nobleman of 
corresponding rank in certain other countries. 4. dukes, 
[plural] Slang. fists or hands: “Put up your dukes!” he 
cried, urging him to a fight. See -ouc-. 

duke-dom (déok’/dam, dydok’-) /'duwkdom, 'dyuwk-/ n. 
[count] 1. the position, rank, or title of a duke. 2. the 
land or area ruled by a duke. See -buc-. 

dul-cet (dul/sit) /‘dalsit/ adj. pleasant to the ear; having 
a pleasing melody; gentle: dulcet tones. 

dull (dul) /dal/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. not sharp; 
blunt: a dull knife. 2. causing boredom: She almost fell 
asleep during his ditll sermon. 3. not lively or spirited; 
listless: always feels dull in hot weather. 4. not bright, in- 
tense, or clear; dim: a dull, cloudy day. 5. [before a 
noun) having little depth of color: te dull grey of the 
clouds. 6. slow in motion or action; sluggish: a dull day 
in the stock market. 7. mentally slow; somewhat stupid. 
8. [before a noun) lacking keenness in the senses or 
feelings: He had a dull pain in his stomach. —v. 9. to 
(cause to) become dull: (vo obj]: His senses dulled as 
the drug swept through his body. [~ + obj): The smell 
front the garbage dulled lis appetite. —dul ness, ri 
[noncount] —duVly, adv.: He answered dully that he 
didit really care. 
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dull-ard (dul/ard) /‘dalord/ n. [connt] a stupid, insensi- 
tive person. 

Guely (doo/lé, dyoo’-) /‘'duwliy, 'dyuw-/ adv. 1. in a due 
manner; properly; fittingly: The hostess was duly thanked 
for her hospitality. 2. in or at the correct time; punctu- 
ally: The software duly appeared by New Year's. 

dumb (dum) /dam/ adj., -er, -est. 1. lacking intelligence 
or good judgment; stupid; dull-witted: He was dumb to 
try a stunt like that. 2. stupid; silly; useless: What a dumb 
idea! 3. lacking the power of speech (often considered 
offensive when applied to humans): a dumb animal. 4. 
temporarily unable to speak: We were all dumb with as- 
tonishment at his outrageous comments. 5. refraining 
from any or much speech; silent: / kept dumb. 6. made, 
experienced, etc., without speech: in a dumb, furious 
rage. 7. lacking electronic processing power of its own: a 
dumb computer terminal. —dumb/ly, adv. —dumb/- 
ness, n. (roncount) 

dumbbell (dunybel/) “dam,bel/ n. [count] 1. a hand 
weight for exercising, made up of two heavy weights con- 
nected by a bar. 2. Slang. a stupid person. 

dumb-found (dum found’, dum/found’) /dam'fawnd, 
'dam,fawnd/ v. [~ + obj) to make speechless with 
amazement: dumbfounded by all the damage done by 
the storm. 

dumb-wait-er (dum/wa/tar) /'dam,weytor/ n. [count] a 
small elevator, used for moving food, etc., between 
floors, such as in a restaurant. 

dum-dum (dun/dum/) /'dam,dam/ n. [count] a bullet 
that is hollow or soft at the front end and expands on im- 
pact. Also called dum/dum bullet. 

dummy (dum/é) /‘damiy/ n., pl. -mies, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. an object resembling a human figure, such as 
for displaying clothes: the dummy in the shop window. 2. 
an imitation or copy of something, such as for use in a 
display: lipstick dummies made of colored plastic. 3. In- 
formal. a stupid person; fool; dolt: Some dummy mixed 
up our application. 4. a person who has nothing to say 
or who takes no active part in affairs. 5. one put forward 
to act for others while pretending to act for himself or 
herself. 6. Slang. a. Offensive. a person who lacks the 
power of speech. b. a person who is always silent. 7. (in 
bridge) the hand which is exposed and played by the 
person who has won the bidding. 8. a bomb that cannot 
explode, used for practice exercises. —adj. [before a 
nour) 9. noting or relating to an imitation or copy: some 
dummy shells in the gun. 10. put forward to act for 
others while seeming to act for oneself: a dunimy corpo- 
ration that was actually controlled by a conglomerate. 

dump (dump) /damp/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to drop or let fall 
in; fling down or drop heavily or suddenly: Durnp the 
topsoil here. 2. to throw away or discard (garbage, etc.): 
[~ + obj): The company dumped the toxic wastes into 
this canal. [no obj): a sewage pipe that dumps into the 
ocean. 3. [~ + obj] to unload or empty out (a con- 
tainer), Such as by tilting: He dumped the garbage can 
and went back inside. 4. [~ + obj] to empty out, such 
as from a container: He dumped the papers from the 
wastebasket. 5. [~ + obj] to dismiss from a job: The 
company dumped him after all those years. 6. [~ + obj] 
to rid oneself of (someone or something) suddenly and 
rudely: Dont dump your troubles on me! He dumped her 
after 20 years of marriage. 7. to sell (goods) into foreign 
markets below cost in an effort to destroy foreign compe- 
tition: [~ + obj]: accused of dumping cars in the Ameri- 
can market. (no obj): Many politicians accuse foreign 
countries of dumping as a reason for the trade imbal- 
ances. 8. [~ + obj] to send out or copy (computer data), 
esp. to find out the reason for a failure. 9. dump on, [~ 
+ on + obj) to criticize harshly; abuse; insult: They were 
always dumping on him. —n. (count) 10. a place where 
garbage, etc., is deposited. 11. a collection of ammuni- 
tion, etc., deposited at some point for distribution. 12. 
Informal. a place, area, house, or town that is run-down, 
dirty, or a mess: He lived in a dump, with no kitchen or 
bathroom. 13. a copy of dumped computer data. 

dump-ling (dumpling) /‘'damplin/ n. (count) 1. a 
rounded mass of steamed and seasoned dough. 2. a 
wrapping of dough enclosing fruit or some tasty filling. 

dumps (dumps) /damps/ n. (phiraf) —Idiom. (down) 
in the dumps, in a depressed or sad state of mind: 
She's really (down) in the dumps about leavitig home. 

Dump:ster (dump/ster) /‘dampstor/ Trademark. [count] 
a brand of large metal bin for refuse, designed to be 
hoisted onto a truck for emptying or hauling away. 

dump:y (dum/pé) /‘dampiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. short and 
stout: a dumpy figure. 
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dun! (dun) /dan/ v. [~ + obj], dunned, dun-ning. to 
make repeated demands upon, esp. for the payment of a 
debt: kept dunuing us about the overdue bill. 

dun? (dun) /dan/ adj. dull grayish brown or grayish yel- 
low. 

dunce (duns) /dans/ n. [couut] a dull-witted or ignorant 
person. 

dune (doon, dyoon) /duwn, dyuwn/ n. [count] a sand hill 
ridge formed by the wind, usually in deserts or near 
oceans: The dunes were eroding fast and would disap- 
pear. 

dune’ bug/gy, n. [count] a small, lightweight, open au- 
tomotive vehicle equipped with oversize, low-pressure 
tires for traveling along sand beaches. 

dung (dung) /dan/ n. (noncount} excrement, esp. of ani- 
mals; manure. 

dun-ga-rees (dung/ga réz/) /,dango'riyz/ n. (plural) 1. 
work clothes, overalls, etc., of blue denim. 2. BLUE JEANS. 

dun-geon (dun/jan) /‘dand3an/ n. [count] a strong, dark 
prison or cell, such as in a medieval castle. 

dunk (dungk) /dank/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to dip (a biscuit, 
etc.) into coffee or the like, before eating. 2. to put 
(someone or something) briefly under the surface of a 
liquid: She dunked the shirt in some detergent. 3. to 
thrust or slam (a basketball) downward through the bas- 
ket: He leaped and dunked the ball through for the final 
score of the game. —n. [count] 4. an act or instance of 
dunking. 

du-o (da0/6, dyao’5) /'duwow, 'dyuwow/ n. [count], pl. 
duos. 1. duet. 2. two persons associated with each 
other; couple: referred to the two heroes as “the dynamic 
duo.” 3. two things ordinarily found together; a pair: a 
duo of lovebirds. See -ou-. 

du-o-de-num (doo’a dé/nam, dydo/-; doo od’n am, 
dyoo-) /,duwa'diynom, ,dyuw-; duw'ndnom, dyuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. dueo-de-na (do0’a de’/na, dyao’-; doo od/n a, 
dyoo-) /,duwa'diyns, ,dyuw-; duw'ndno, dyuw-/ du-o-de- 
nums. the first portion of the small intestine. —du-o-de- 
nal (doo’a dé/nl, dyao’-; doo od/n al, dyoo-) /,duwa'diynl, 
dyuw-; duw'pdnal, dyuw-/ adj. [before a noun): a duo- 
denal ulcer. 

dupe (doop, dyoop) /duwp, dyuwp/ n., v., duped, dup- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a person who is easily tricked: He 
was the dupe of the racketeers. 2. a person who serves a 
cause without question: The senator accused them of be- 
ing dupes of a comnmnist conspiracy. —v. 3. to make a 
dupe of; deceive; delude; trick: [~ + ob/]: The agency 
duped her. [~ + obj + into + obj): They had duped me 
into the sale. —dup/’er, n. [count] 

du-plex (doo’pleks, dyoo’-) /‘duwpleks, ‘dyuw-/ n. 
[count] 1. an apartment for one family but having two 
levels. Also called duplex apartment. 2. a house built 
for two families. Also called duplex house. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. having two parts; double; twofold. 4. re- 
lating to or being a communications system that permits 
sending two messages at the same time in opposite 
directions over one channel. See -ou-, -PLEX-. 

du-pli-cate (1., adj. doo’pli kit, dyoo’-; v. -kat’) / n., adj. 
‘duwplikit, 'dyuw-; v. -,keyt/ n, v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing, 
adj. —n. [count] 1. an exact copy: He made a duplicate 
and handed me the original. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make 
an exact copy of: She duplicated a few copies of my letter 
and handed me the original. 3. to do or perform again; 
repeat: You'll just have to duplicate your performance. 
—adj. (before a noun] 4. exactly like or corresponding to 
something else: a duplicate key. — Idiom. 5. in dupli- 
cate, in two identical copies: [II need your letter, in du- 
plicate, on my desk by morning. —durpli-ca-tion (dao/- 
pli ka’shan, dyoo’-) /duwpli'keyfon, dyuw-/ n. (non- 
count): illegal duplication of material. See -bu-, -PLic-. 

du-pli-ca-tor (doo’pli ka/tar, dyoo’-) /'duwpli,keytor, 
‘dyuw-/ m. [Count] a machine for making duplicates. Also 
called du/plicating machine’. 

durplic-i-ty (doo plis’i tē, dyao-) /duw'plisitiy, dyuw-/ n. 
(noncount) deceitfulness in speech or conduct; false be- 
havior: He had behaved with duplicity, falsifying reports 
and Stealing the money. See -ou-, -PLIC-. 

-dur-, root. -dur- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “hard; strong; lasting.” These meanings are 
found in such words aS: DURABLE, DURATION, DURESS, DUR- 
ING, ENDURE. 

durra-ble (ddér’a bal, dyddr’-) /‘durabal, 'dyur-/ adj. 1. 
highly resistant to wear, etc.; capable of enduring: The 
raincoat is made of durable material. —n. 2. durables, 
[plural] goods, such as household appliances, that are 
not used up immediately, but can be used for several 
years. Also called durable goods. —durra-bil-i-ty (ddor/- 


duration to dynas-ty 


Əə bii tē, dydor’-) /,dora'bilttiy, ,dyor-/ n. [nonconnt}: 
That car is noted for its exceptional durability. —du/ra- 
bly, adv. See -DUR-. 

durra-tion (ddd ra’shan, dydd-) /du'reyfon, dyo-/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the length of time something exists: Luck- 
ily these viruses are of short duration. 2. for the dura- 
tion, for as long as (something) lasts or continues: He 
was drafted for the duration plus six. See -DUR-. 

du-ress (ddd res’, dydd-) /du'res, dyo-/ n. [noncount] 
compulsion by threat or force; coercion: He had signed 
the confession under dirress. See -DUR-. 

dur-ing (dodr/ing, dyddér’-) /‘dorin, ‘dyor-/ prep. 1. 
throughout the duration of: He lived in Florida during the 
winter, 2. at some time or point in the course of: They 
departed during the night. See -pur-. 

dusk (dusk) /dask/ n. [noncomnt] the state or period of 
partial darkness between day and night; twilight: We met 
at dusk and traveled through the night. 

dusk-y (dus’ké) /‘daskiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. somewhat 
dark; dim: dusky evening. 2. having a dark color: dusky 
complexions. 

dust (dust) /dast/ n. [noncount] 1. matter in fine, pow- 
dery, dry particles: a layer of dust on the books. 2. any 
finely powdered substance, such as sawdust: gold dust. 
—v. 3. to wipe the dust from (furniture, etc.): [no obj]: 
On Fridays we dust and vacuum. [~ + obj): We dusted 
the bookshelves. 4. [~ + obj] to sprinkle (crops, etc.) 
with a powder or dust: to dust crops with insecticide. 5. 
[~ + obj] to sprinkle (a powder or other fine particles): 
to dust insecticide on a rosebush. 6. dust off, to prepare 
to use again: [~ + off + obj]: | dusted off those old 
speeches and got them ready for a new tour. [~ + obj 
+ off}: to dust a few old speeches off. —Idiom. 7. bite 
the dust, a. to die: He bit the dust in the last episode. b. 
to suffer defeat: She bit the dust in the later primaries. c. 
to become ruined or unusable: The old refrigerator has 
bitten the dust. 8. make the dust fly, to work with 
vigor. —dust/less, adj. 

dust’ bin’, n. (cont) Brit. a garbage can. 

dust-er (dus/tar) /‘dastor/ n. [count] 1. a cloth, etc., for 
removing dust. 2. an apparatus for sprinkling dust, pow- 
der, or the like. 3. a person employed in spreading in- 
secticide on crops from a low-flying aircraft. 

dust-pan (dust/pan’) /‘dast,pwen/ n. [count] a short- 
handled shovellike utensil into which dust is swept. 

dusty (dus/té) /‘dastiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. filled or cov- 
ered with or as if with dust: a hot dusty day. —dust/i- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

Dutch (duch) /datf/ adj. 1. of or relating to the Nether- 
lands. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in the 
Netherlands. —n. 3. [plural; the + ~; takes a plural verb] 
the people born or living in the Netherlands. 4. [non- 
connt] the language spoken in the Netherlands. 
—Idiom. 5. go Dutch, to pay one’s Own expenses, as 
on a date: Yon can't take me ont, but let's go Dutch one 
night. 

Dutchman (duch’man) /datfman/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
a person born or living in the Netherlands. 

Dutch’ oven, n. [comnt) 1. a large heavy pot with a 
close-fitting lid, used for stews, etc. 2. a metal utensil, 
open in front, for roasting before an open fire. 3. a brick 
oven in which the walls are preheated for cooking. 

Dutch’ treat’, n. [count] a meal or entertainment for 
which each person pays his or her own way. 

Dutch-wom-an = (duch’wodm/an) = /'datf,womon/ n. 
[count], pl. -wom-en. a woman born or living in the 
Netherlands. 

du-ti-ful (ddd’ta fal, dyao’-) /'duwtəfəl, 'dyuw-/ adj. per- 
forming the duties required of one; obedient: a dutiful 
child. —du/ti-fulely, adv.: He dutifully followed all your 
instructions. 

durty (dao/té, dydo’-) /‘duwtiy, ‘'dyuw-/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[nonconnt] something that one is expected to do by obli- 
gation: He had a strong sense of ditty. 2. an action or 
task required by a person's position: [comwnt}: The duties 
of a clergyman involve performing tnarriages and visiting 
the sick. [noncount]: | reported for duty at twelve o'clock 
Sharp. 3. a tax imposed by law on the import or export 
of goods; tariff: [porcount): How mich duty did you have 
to pay on the refrigerator? (count): Where do they collect 
customs duties? — Idiom. 4. off/on duty, not at one’s 
post or work: / can't drink; I'm still on duty. 

du-vet (doo va’, dyoo-) /duw'vey, dyuw-/ n. [comnt) a 
quilt, often with a removable cover; comforter. 

dwarf (dworf) /dworf/ n., pl. dwarfs, dwarves (dworvz) 
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/dworvz/ adj., v. —n. [count] 1. a person of abnormally 
small size. 2. an animal or plant much smaller than the 
average. 3. a small, imaginary being, often represented 
as a tiny old man, who is skilled as a worker and has 
magical powers. —adj. [before a noun] 4. of unusually 
small stature or size: dwarf marigolds. —v. [~ + obj) 5. 
to cause to seem small in size, etc., as by being much 
larger: This current budget crisis dwarfs all our previous 
troubles. —dwarf/ish, adj. —dwarf/ism, n. [noncount) 
dwell (dwel) /dwel/ v. [no obj], dwelt (dwelt) /dwelt) or 
dwelled, dwelling. 1. to live or stay as a permanent 
resident; reside: He dwells in the country for most of the 
year. 2. dwell on or upon, [~ + omupon + obj) to 
think, speak, or write about for a long time or often: She 
dwelt at length on the similarities between the two paint- 
ings. 

dweller (dwel/ar) /‘'dwelar/ n. [count] a person (or ani- 
mal) that lives in (an area): Most city dwellers would wel- 
come peaceful mornings. 

dwelling (dwel/ing) /‘dwelin/ n. [count] a building or 
other place to live in: a comfortable two-story dwelling. 

DWI, an abbreviation of: driving while intoxicated. 

dwin-dle (dwin/d!) /‘dwindl/ v. [no obj), -dled, -dling. to 
become smaller; diminish: Our food supply began to 
dwindle. 

dye (di) /day/ n., v., dyed, dye-ing. —n. 1. a coloring 
material or matter: [Yoncount]: Try some red dye on that 
sweater. [count]: They had a few dyes to use on that 
sweater. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to color (cloth, etc.) with or as 
if with a dye: to dye a dress green. —dy/er, n. [count] 

dyed/-in-the-wool’, adj. [before a noun) through and 
through; complete: a dyed-in-the-wool feminist. 

dy-ing (ding) /‘dayin/ adj. [before a noun) 1. about to 
die: a dying patient. 2. of or associated with death: his 
dying hour. 3. given, uttered, or appearing just before 
death: her dying words. 4. drawing to a close: the dying 
year. —n. 5. [noncount) the act or process of ceasing to 
live, exist, or function: a book on how to face dying with 
dignity. 6. the dying, [pliral; used with a plural verb] 
people who are approaching death: How can we help the 
dying gain better control of their last weeks? 

dyke! (dik) /duyk/ n. DIKE’. 

dyke? or dike (dik) /duyk/ n. [comnt] Slang (disparaging 
and offensive). a female homosexual; lesbian. 

-dyn-, root. -dyn- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “power.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DYNAMIC, DYNAMISM, DYNAMITE, DYNAMO, DYNASTY. 

dy-namseic (di nam/ik) /day'nemik/ adj. Also, dy-nam/i- 
cal. 1. vigorously active or forceful; energetic: a dynarnic 
person. 2. characterized by or producing change or 
progress: It’s a dynamic process, not a Static one. 3. of 
or relating to force, power, or motion. 4. of or relating to 
the science of dynamics. —dy-nam/i-cal-ly, adv. See 
-DYN-. 

dy-nameics (di nam/iks) /day'namiks/ n. 1. [noncount,; 
used with a singular verb) the branch of mechanics that 
deals with the motion of systems that are acted on by 
forces from outside the system: Dynamics tells us how 
underwater forces work on the rmovernent of submarines. 
2. (plural; used with a plural verb) the motivating forces 
in a system; the pattern of development in a field: the 
dynamics of sound change in English. 

dy-na-mism (dinə miz’am) /'dayno,mizom/ n. [non- 
cont} 1. a theory that seeks to explain phenomena of 
nature by the action of force. 2. great energy, force, or 
power: The new Chairrnan had great dynamism. See 
-DYN-. 

dynamite (dinə mit’) /‘dayna,mayt/ n., v, -mit-ed, 
-mit-ing, adj. —n. [noncount] 1. a powerful explosive 
made with ammonium nitrate. 2. any person or thing 
having a spectacular explosive effect: That story was po- 
litical dynainite. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to blow up, shatter, or 
destroy with dynamite: The conunandos dynamited the 
bridge. —adj. 4. Informal. wonderful or exciting: a dyna- 
mite idea, See -DYN-. 

dy-na-emo (di/na md’) /‘dayno,mow/ n. {connt], pl. -mos. 
1. an electric generator, esp. for direct Current. 2. an en- 
ergetic, forceful person: She's a real dynamo. See -DYN-. 

dy-nas-ty (di/na ste) /daynastiy/ n. [count] pl. -ties. 1. 
a sequence of rulers from the same family: the Ming dy- 
nasty. 2. the period in which such a family rules: occur- 
ring in the Han dynasty. 3. any succession of members 
of a powerful family or group: the dynasty of the oil corn- 
panies. —dy-nasstie (di nas/tik) /duy'niestih/ adj. See 
-DYN-. 


dys- to dz. 
dys-, prefix. dys- comes from Greek, where it has the reading disorder in which the person has difficulty in in- 
meaning “ill, bad.” This meaning is found in such words terpreting relationships in space, distinguishing shapes, 
aS: DYSENTERY, DYSLEXIA, DYSPEPSIA. or in integrating information taken in by hearing and 
dys-en-ter-y (dis’an ter/é) /‘disan,teriy/ n. [noncount) cee: Pa ge wal a oun wae tag ‘ 

} s ‘ AeA i ; dys-pep-sia (dis pep/sha, -sē ə) /dis'pepfa, -siya/ n. 
an infectious disease of the large intestines, with diarrhea [noncount] impaired digestion; indigestion. —dys-pep- 
containing mucus and often blood. tic (dis pep/tik) /dis'peptik/ adj., n. (count) 

dys-lexeica (dis lek’sé ə) /dis'leksiya/ m. [(noncount] a dz., an abbreviation of: dozen. 
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E, e (@) /iy/ n. [count], pl. Es or E’s, es or e's. the fifth 
letter of the English alphabet, a vowel. 

E., an abbreviation of: 1. Earth. 2. east. 3. eastern. 4. 
engineering. 

@a., an abbreviation of: each. 

each (éch) /iytf/ adj. 1. every one of a group of two or 
more members, considered individually or one by one: 
[before a singular count noun): Each student has a differ- 
ent solution to the problem. [after a phiral noun or pro- 
noun): The students each have a different solution to the 
problem. —pron. 2. every one individually; each one: 
Each has a different solution to the problem. [~ + of + 
the/my/these/etc. + plural noun). Each of these students 
has a different sohition to the problem. —adv. 3. to, 
from, or for each; apiece: The pens cost a dollar each. 
—Syn. The pronouns or adjectives EACH and EVERY COn- 
trast in meaning but are sometimes confused or misused 
because both may be followed by a singular count noun: 
EachVEvery student is a winner. EACH separates a group 
into individuals, but Every emphasizes the similarity of all 
the members of a group: Each pianist plays that piece a 
little differently. Every pianist plays that piece the same 
way. —Usage. When the adjective Each follows a plural 
subject, the verb agrees with the subject: The houses 
each have central heating. When EACH is used as a pro- 
noun, it is singular; when it is followed by an of phrase 
containing a plural noun or pronoun, it requires a singu- 
lar verb: Each of the candidates has spoken on the issue. 
However, plural verbs occur frequently even in edited 
writing. Usage guides also advise that when referring to 
EACH with a pronoun, the pronoun must be singular: Each 
chib member had his own project. But the use of plural 
pronouns has been increasing in the U.S., as in Each 
club member had their own project, partially to avoid 
sexism (that is, the use of his when meaning his or her). 
These same patterns of pronoun agreement are followed 
in the use of anyone, anybody, everyone, everybody, no 
one, someone, and somebody. See also THEY. 

each’ oth/er, pron. [sed as an object to refer to the 
subject] each the other; one another: Those two love 
each other. —Usage. Some guides to usage advise that 
EACH OTHER should be used when the subject referred 
back to is two persons or things; ONE ANOTHER should be 
used to refer back to three or more or an indefinite num- 
ber. In standard practice, however, these expressions are 
used interchangeably, without distinction as to number. 

ea-ger (@/gar) /‘iygar/ adj. having or showing strong de- 
sire or interest; longing impatiently: He is an eager stn- 
dent. [be + ~ + for): He is eager for success. [be + ~ 
+ to + verb]: He is eager to try it. —ea/ger-ly, adv.: We 
eagerly awaited their arrival. —ea/ger-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

ea-gle (ē/gəl) /‘iygol/ n. [count] a large, powerful, 
broad-winged bird having a large bill and claws to catch 
its prey. 

ea/gle-eyed/, adj. having unusually sharp ability to 
watch or observe: She is an eagle-eyed editor who 
catches my slightest mistakes. 

ear’ (ér) /ior/ n. 1. [count] the organ of hearing, includ- 
ing the outer part on either side of the head. 2. [non- 
count) the sense of hearing: sounds that are pleasing to 
the ear. 3. (count; usually singular) keen or sensitive 
ability to notice the differences among sounds, esp. mu- 
sical sounds: a good ear for music. 4. {noncomnt] atten- 
tion; heed: always had the boss's ear. —Idiom. 5. be 
all ears, to be extremely attentive; listen: Tell me about 
it; Fm all ears. 6. by ear, without reference to written 
music: could play any tune by ear. —ear/\ess, adj. 

ear? (ér) /ior/ n. [count] the top part or spike of a cereal 
plant, containing the seed grains. 

ear-ache (ér/ak’) /‘tor,cyk/ n. (count) a pain or ache in 
the ear. 

ear-drum (ér/druny’) /‘tar,dram/ n. [connt] a thin piece 
of tissue in the inside of the ear that vibrates when sound 
waves hit it. 

earl (drl) /3rl/ n. [comnt) a British nobleman of a rank 
that is below a marquis and above a viscount. 
ear/lobe’ or ear’ lobe’, n. [comnt) the soft, hanging 
lower part of the outer ear. 

early (arlé) /'srliy/ adv. and adj., -liver, -li-est. —adv. 


eee 
1. in or during the beginning: early in the year. 2. in the 


early part of the morning: fo get up early. 3. before the 
usual or appointed time; ahead of time: The train arnved 
early! —adj. 4. [before a noun) occurring in the begin- 
ning: an early hour of the day. 5. occurring before the 
usual or appointed time: an early dinner. 6. [before a 
noun] occurring in the near future: / look forward to an 
early reply. —Idiom. 7. early on, not long after the be- 
ginning. —ear/lieness, n. [nonconnt] 

earmark (ér/mark’) /‘1or,mark/ n. [count] 1. any mark 
or characteristic that identifies something: Those plans 
have all the earmarks of a conspiracy. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to set aside for a specific purpose: The budget ear- 
marked $1,000 for repairs. 

ear-muff (ér/muf’) /‘tor,maf/ n. [count] one of a pair of 
connected coverings for the ears in cold weather. 

earn (rn) /3rn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to receive in return for 
one’s labor or service: to earn a living as a waiter. 2. to 
deserve; to merit (something) as a reward for service: He 
had earned a reputation for honesty. 

ear-nest (ir/nist) /'‘srnist/ adj. 1. serious in intention, 
purpose, or action: The earnest young man had no ise 
for jokes. 2. seriously important; grave: an earnest re- 
guest for forgiveness. — Idiom. 3. in earnest, in full 
seriousness: Work began in earnest as the deadline ap- 
proached. —ear/nest-ly, adv. —ear/nest-ness, n. [non- 
connt) 

earn-ings (ur/ningz) /‘3rninz/ n. [plural] money earned; 
wages; profits: My earnings seem to fall as inflation rises. 

ear-phone (ér/f6n’) /‘tor,fown/ n. [count] 1. a sound 
receiver, as of a radio or telephone, that fits in or over 
the ear. 2. Usually, earphones. [plural] a headset. 

@ar-ring (ér/ing) /‘iorin/ n. [count] an ornament worn on 
or hanging from the lobe of the ear. —ear’ringed, adj. 

earshot (ér/shot’) /‘ior,fot/ n. [noncount] the distance 
within which a sound, voice, etc., can be heard: / was out 
of earshot but could see them waving. 

ear-split-ting (ér/split/ing) /‘ior,splitin/ adj. extremely 
loud or shrill in sound: an ear-splitting crash. 

earth (ûrth) /sr®@/ n. 1. the planet on which human be- 
ings live, third in order from the sun: [proper noun: 
Earth): Earth is the place we call home. (proper noun; 
the + J: The earth is one of the few planets known to 
have a carbon dioxide and oxygen atmosphere. 2. [non- 
count] the surface of this planet: to fall to earth. 3. [non- 
count) soil and dirt, as distinguished from rock and sand: 
The farmer examined a handful of earth. —Idiom. 4. 
on earth, (used to express emphasis, disbelief, or emo- 
tion): a. (after words beginning with wh- that ask a ques- 
tion, or the word how): Where on earth have you been? 
What on earth do you mean? b. (after a phrase that has 
an adjective and a noun, to emphasize the adjective): 
This is the worst job on earth. 

earth-en (tir/than) /'srðən/ adj. [before a noun) 1. made 
up of earth: an earthen floor. 2. made of baked Clay: an 
earthen pot. 

earth-ling (drth/ling) /‘3r8lin/ n. [count] Informal. a per- 
son who lives on the earth. 

earthely (ûrth/lē) /'srðliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. of or relat- 
ing to the earth, esp. as opposed to heaven; worldly: We 
were warned about being too occupied by earthly pleas- 
ures. 

earth-quake § (urth’kKwak’) /'sr8;\kweyk/ n. [count] 
vibrations in the earth’s crust causing the ground to 
shake: a devastating earthquake. 

earth-shakeing (Urth’sha’king) /'sr®,feykin/ adj. chal- 
lenging or affecting basic beliefs, attitudes, or relation- 
ships: earthshaking changes in our culture. 

earth-worm (urth’warny) /'sr0,warm/ n. [connt] a long 
worm that has segments or rings on its body and that 
burrows in soil. 

earthey (dr/thé) /'srĝðiy/ adj., earth-i-er, earth-i-est. 1. 
of, like, or consisting of earth or soil: an earthy smell. 2. 
realistic: practical: earthy advice. 3. blunt; direct; frank: 
an earthy sense of humor. —earth/ieness, n. Lnoncount) 

ease (éz) /iyz/ n., v., eased, eas-ing. —n. [noncount] 1. 
freedom from concern, anxiety, Or worry: Let me put your 
mind at ease. 2. freedom from difficulty; facility: We won 
the game with ease. 3. freedom from financial need; 
plenty: a life of ease. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to free from anxi- 
ety or care: The pilot's calm voice eased the passengers’ 
fears. 5. to (cause to) become less painful: [~ + obj): 
The aspirin eased his headache. [no obj): As the aspirin 
took effect, his headache eased. 6. to (cause to) become 
less difficult or severe: [no obj]: Tensions eased as the 
UN team arrived and organized a tnice. [~ + obj]: The 
two leaders have been trying to ease tension between 
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their countries. [~ + up/off + on + obj): The boss has 
eased up on him now that he's doing good work. 7. to 
(Cause to) be moved or shifted with great care: [~ + 
obj): The pilot eased the plane down the runway. [no 
obj): The plane eased down the runway, then gradually 
took off. 

ea-sel (ē/zəl) /iyzal/ n. [count] a stand or frame for 
supporting or displaying at an angle an artist’s canvas, a 
blackboard, etc. 

easeiely (ē/zə lē, Ez/lé) /iyzaliy, 'iyzliy/ adv. 1. in an 
easy manner; without trouble: She easily swam across 
the river. 2. without doubt: This drawing is easily the 
best and wits first prize. 3. likely: He may easily change 
his mind. 

eas-ieness (€/2é nis) /'iyziynis/ n. [noncount] the quality 
or condition of being easy. 

east (ēst) /iyst/ n. [noncount; usually: the + ~] 1. one 
of the four points of the compass, 90° to the right of 
north. Abbr: E 2. the direction in which this point lies. 3. 
{usually: East] a region or territory situated in this direc- 
tion. —adj. 4. directed or proceeding toward the east: an 
east window. 5. coming from the east. 6. lying toward or 
situated in the east. —adv. 7. to, toward, or in the east: 
heading east. —east/er-ly, adj., adv. —east-ward 
(€st/ward) /‘iystword/ adj., adv. —east/wards, adv. 

Eas-ter (&star) /‘iystar/ n. [proper noun) 1. a yearly 
Christian festival to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, observed on the first Sunday after the first full 
moon that occurs on or after March 21. 2. the day on 
which this festival is celebrated. 

east-ern (€/starn) /‘iystorn/ adj. 1. lying toward or situ- 
ated in the east. 2. directed or proceeding toward the 
east. 3. coming from the east. 

@asey (€/zē) /'iyziy/ adj. and adv., eas-irer, eas-i-est. 
—adj. 1. requiring no great labor or effort: The teacher 
gave us an easy assignment. [be + ~ + to + verb]: The 
assigninent was easy to do. 2. free from pain or care: an 
easy mind. 3. providing ease or comfort: With all that 
money, he’s always had an easy life. 4. [before a noun) 
easygoing; relaxed: an easy manner. 5. not harsh or 
Strict; lenient: an easy teacher. 6. not burdensome; not 
oppressive: easy terns on a loan. —Idiom. 7. easy 
does it, (used as a command or suggestion) be careful: 
Easy does it when you lift the refrigerator. 8. take it 
easy Or go easy, a. to not work too hard: The doctor 
advised me to take it easy. b. to not go too fast, or not 
act with too much excitement: Take it easy, tle speed 
limit is only 30 mph here. —Related Words. Easy is an 
adjective, EASE is a noun and a verb, EASILY is an adverb, 
EASINESS iS a noun: That was easy homework. He did the 
hornework with ease. He eased into his chair. He easily 
finished the hornework. He was surprised by the easiness 
of the assigninent. 

eas’y chair’, n. [count] a usually large, upholstered 
armchair. 

@as-y-goring (@/ze gOd/ing) /‘iyziy'gowin/ adj. relaxed 
and casual; calm. 

eat (ét) /iyt/ v., ate (at; esp. Brit. et) /cyt; esp. Brit. et 
eat-en (€t/n) /'iytn/ eat-ing, n. —v. 1. to take into the 
mouth and swallow for nourishment: [~ + obj]: We ate 
dinner early. [no obj): We haven't eaten all day. 2. [~ + 
up/away/into + obj] to use up, esp. wastefully; consume 
gradually or slowly: Unexpected expenses ate up their 
savings. 3. [~ + obj] to make (a hole, passage, etc.), as 
by wearing away, gnawing, Or corroding: The acid ate a 
hole right through the metal. —n. 4. eats, [plura Infor- 
mal. food: The eats are good there and the prices are 
cheap. —eat/er, n. [count] 

eatery (é/ta rē) /‘iytoriy/ n. [count], pl. -er-ies. Infor- 
mal. a restaurant. 

eave (ēv) /iyv/ n. [count] Usually, eaves. [phirai] the 
overhanging lower edge of a roof. 

eavesdrop (ēvz/drop^) /‘iyvz,drop/ v. [no obj), 
-dropped, -drop-ping. to listen secretly: / didn't intend 
to eavesdrop, but | could hear them arguing. — eaves/- 
drop’per, n. [cont] 

ebb (eb) /eb/ n. 1. [noncount] the flowing back of the 
tide to a lower level as the water returns to the sea. 2. 
[count; usually singular] a flowing backward or away; de- 
cline or decay; a state of decline. —v. [no obj] 3. to flow 
back or away, such as the water of a tide: A crab was left 
stranded on the beach as the tide ebbed. 4. to decline or 
decay; fade away: His strength began to ebb. 

eb-onry (eb/a nē) /'ebaniy/ n., pl. -onsies, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount] a hard, heavy, strong, dark wood from tropi- 
cal Africa and Asia. 2. [count] any tree providing such 
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wood. 3. [noncount] a deep, lustrous black. —adj. 4. 
made of ebony. 5. of a deep, lustrous black. 

e-bul-lient (i biuil/yant, i bddl/-) /I'balyont, i'bul-/ adj. 1. 
overflowing with enthusiasm, excitement, or liveliness: 
They were in an ebullient mood as they tackled the new 
project. 2. bubbling up like a boiling liquid. —e-bul/- 
lience, n. [nonconnt] —e-bul/lient-ly, adv. 

EC, an abbreviation of: European Community. 

ec-cen-tric (ik sen/trik) /ik'sentrik/ adj. 1. departing 
from accepted or customary character; unconventional: 
peculiar; odd; strange: eccentric behavior. —n. [count] 2. 
an eccentric person. —ec-cen/tri-cal-ly, adv. 

ec-censtricei-ty (ek/sen tris/i tē) /eksen'trisitiy/ m. 1. 
[noncomnt] peculiar, odd, or strange behavior. 2. [comnt] 
an action, habit, or attitude that is peculiar, odd, or 
Strange. 

eccl. or eccles., an abbreviation of: 1. ecclesiastic. 2. 
ecclesiastical. 

ec-cle-sieas-tic (i klē/zē as/tik) /i,kliyziy'astik/ n. 
[count] a member of the clergy, especially in the Chris- 
tian church. 

ec-cle-si-as-ti-cal (i kl@/zé as/ti kal) /,kliyziy'wstikal/ 
adj. of or relating to the church or the clergy; clerical; 
not secular. 

ECG, an abbreviation of: 1. electrocardiogram. 2. elec- 
trocardiograph. 

ech-e-lon (esh/a lon’) /'efa,lon/ n. [count] 1. a level of 
command, authority, or rank: the upper echelons of the 
adininistration. 2. a steplike formation, as of troops, 
ships, or planes. 

echeo (ek/6) /'ckow/ n., pl. ech-oes, v., ech-oed, ech-o- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a repetition of sound produced by 
the reflection of sound waves. 2. a lingering trace or ef- 
fect of something long past: The estate is a mere echo of 
its former splendor. —v. 3. {no obj) (of a place) to give 
out the sound of an echo; resound with an echo: The hall 
echoed with cheers. 4. to repeat or be repeated by or as 
if by an echo: [no obj): Cheers echoed in the hall. {~ + 
Obj}: The hall echoes the faintest sounds. 5. [~ + obj] to 
repeat, copy, Or imitate the words, sentiments, etc., of (a 
person): The candidate echoed his opponent in calling 
for lower taxes. 6. [~ + obj] to repeat, copy, or imitate 
(words, sentiments, etc.): He echoed my call for vigilance. 

é-clair (4 klar’, i klar’, ā/klâr) /ey'kleor, i'klear, 'cyklear/ 
n. [count] an elongated pastry filled with custard or 
whipped cream and usually covered with frosting. 

ec-lec-tic (i klek/tik) /i'klekttk/ adj. selecting or made 
up of elements from various sources: an eclectic pHtiloso- 
phy. —ec-lec-ti-cism (i klek/ti siz’am) /i'klekti,sizam/ n. 
[noncount) 

e-clipse (i Klips’) /i'klips/ n, v, eclipsed (i klipst/) 
/'kltpst/ e-clips-ing. —r. 1. [count] the covering or cut- 
ting off of the light of one heavenly body by another: /u- 
nar eclipse; solar eclipse. 2. [noncount] a reduction or 
loss of power, status, fame, or reputation: The actor's 
reputation went into eclipse after the scandal. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to cause to undergo eclipse: The moon eclipsed 
the sun, 4. to make less outstanding or important by 


comparison; surpass: This eclipses all his fortner 
achievernentts. 
e-col-o-gi-cal (ek’a loj/i kal, ē/kə-) /,eka'lod3ikal, 


ityka-/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of or relating to the study 
of relations between living things and their environment. 
2. calling for the protection of air, water, and other natu- 
ral resources from pollution or its effects; environmental. 
—ec/o-log/i-cal-ly, adv. 

e-col-o-gist (i kol/a jist) /i’kolad3ist/ n. [count] a person 
who studies ecology. 

e-col-orgy (i kol/a jé) /t'knlod3iy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
branch of biology dealing with the relations between liv- 
ing things and their environment. 2. the set of relation- 
ships between organisms and their environment. 3. the 
act or policy of calling for protection of the air, water, and 
other natural resources from pollution or its effects; envi- 
ronmentalism: active in ecology. See -LOGY. 

econ., an abbreviation of: 1. economic. 2. economics. 
3. economy. 

ec-o-nomeic (ek’a nom/ik, ē/kə-) /eko'nomik, ,iyko-/ 
adj. 1. [before a noun] of or relating to the production, 
distribution, and use of income, wealth, and goods and 
services. 2. [before a noun] of or relating to the science 
of economics. 3. ECONOMICAL. 

ec-o-nomei-cal (eka noni kal, @/ka-) /eka'nomikal, 
lyka-/ adj. avoiding waste; thrifty; producing or resulting 
in profit or savings: an econornical meal. —ec’o-nom/i- 
cal-ly, adv. —Syn. ECONOMICAL, THRIFTY, FRUGAL imply 
careful and efficient use of money, supplies, or 
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resources. ECONOMICAL implies careful and wise planning 
in the use of resources so as to avoid unnecessary waste 
or expense: /t is economical to buy in large quantities. 
THRIFTY adds the idea of working hard to save and of 
managing successfully: She is a thrifty shopper and al- 
ways looks for bargains. FRUGAL suggests saving by deny- 
ing oneself luxuries: He is so friigat that he never takes 
taxis but watks instead. 

economics (ek’a non/iks, é/ka-) /,eka'nomiks, ,iyka-/ 
n. 1. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the science 
that deals with the production, distribution, and use of 
goods and services, or human welfare. 2. [plural used 
with a plural verb] financial considerations; aspects (of a 
situation) that are economically significant. —eecon-o- 
mist (i kon’a mist) /i'konamist/ n. [count 

e-con-o-mize (i kon’a miz’) /I'kona,mayz/ v. [no Obj; (~ 
+ on + obj)), -mized, -miz-ing. to practice economy; 
spend carefully. 

economy (i kon’a mē) /i'kpnamiy/ n., pl. -mies. 1. 
[nonconnt) thrifty management; wise care in the saving, 
spending, or using of money, materials, etc. 2. [cont] 
an act or means of such care: Walking to work is one of 
my economies. 3. [cont] the management of the 
resources of a community, country, etc., esp. with a view 
to its productivity. See -Nom-'. —Related Words. Econ- 
omy is a noun, ECONOMICS iS a noun, ECONOMICAL is an ad- 
jective, economize is a verb: The economy is improving. 
Economics is a hard subject. They bought an economical 
car. They need to economize on fuel. 

ec-o-sys-tem (ek/⁄ō sis/tam, €/kO-) /'ckow,sistam, 
‘iykow-/ n. [conni] a system formed by a community of 
living things, their environment, and the relationship be- 
tween them. 

ecstasy (ek/sta sé) /'ekstəsiy/ nm, ph -sies. 1. [non- 
cont) extreme joyfulness or happiness; rapture. 2. 
[courit] any overpowering emotion; sudden, intense feel- 
ing or excitement. —ecestat-ic (ek stat/ik) /ek'statik/ 
adj. —ecestat/ic-al-ly, adv. 

Ec-ua-do-ran (ek’wa dor/an) /,ekwa'doran/ adj. Also, 
Ec-ua-dor-e-an, Ecuadorian (ek’wa dodr/e ən) 
/,ekwa'doriyan/. 1. of or relating to Ecuador. —n. [count] 
2. a person born or living in Ecuador. 

ec-uemen-iecal (ek/yoo men/i kəl) /‘ekyu'menikal/ adj. 
1. promoting Christian unity throughout the world. 2. in- 
volving or containing a mixture of diverse, esp. interna- 
tional, elements. —ec’uemen/i-calely, adv. 

ec-ze-ma (ek’sa mə) /'eksəmə/ n. [noncount] a condi- 
tion of the skin that is accompanied by itching and sores. 

ed (ed) /ed/ n. [nonconnt) Informal. education: driver's 
ed. 

-ed, suffix. 1. -ed is attached to words with the following 
rules of form: a. For most regular verbs that end in a 
consonant, -ed is added directly afterwards: cross + -ed 
= crossed. When the verb ends in -y, the -y changes to 
-i- and -ed is added: ready + -ed ~ readied. \f the word 
ends in -e, an e is dropped: save + -ed ~ saved. b. The 
pronunciation of the suffix -ed depends on the sound 
that appears before it. After the sounds (p, k, f, th, s, sh 
and ch) /p, k, f, 9, s, J and tf/ the suffix is pronounced (t) 
ith; cross + -ed ~ crossed (krést) /krost/; after the 
sounds (t, d) it is pronounced (id) /id/: edit + -ed ~ ed- 
ited (ed/i tid) /‘edi tid/; after all other sounds it is pro- 
nounced (d) /d/: budge + -ed ~ budged (bujd) /bad3d/. 
2. -ed carries a number of different meanings. It is used 
a. to form the past tense and past participle of regular 
verbs: He crossed the river. He had crossed the river 
when we got there. b. to form an adjective indicating a 
condition or quality due to action of the verb: inflated 
balloons (= balloons that have been inflated). c. after 
nouns to form adjectives with the meaning “possessing, 
having, or characterized by (whatever the noun base is)": 
beard + -ed ~ bearded (= possessing or Having a 
beard). 

ed., an abbreviation of: 1. pl. eds. edition. 2. pl. eds. 
editor. 3. education. 

ededy (ed/é) /‘ediy/ n. [courit), pl. -dies. a whirling cur- 
rent of liquid, gas, dust, etc. 

edge (ej) /ed3/ n., v., edged, edg-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
line or border at which a surface ends: Grass grew along 
tle edge of the road. 2. a brink; a verge: at the edge of 
disaster. 3. the thin, sharp side of the blade of a cutting 
instrument or weapon. 4. a quality of sharpness or keen- 
ness, often showing anger: Mer voice had an edge to it. 
5. an improved position; advantage: an edge on our 
competitors. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to provide with an edge or 
border. 7. to make or force (one's way) gradually, esp. by 
moving sideways or cautiously: [no obj): They edged 
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stowly toward the door. [~ + obj): She edged the car up 
to the curb. —Idiom. 8. on edge, in a state of irritabil- 


ity; tense; nervous. 9. set one’s teeth on edge, to 
cause extreme discomfort or unpleasantness. 

edge-wise (ej/wiz’) /'cd3,wayz/ also edge-ways (ej/- 
waz’) /'ed3,weyz/ adv. 1. in the direction of the edge; 
sideways: squeezed the papers in edgewise between the 
books. —Idiom. 2. get a word in edgewise, to suc- 
ceed in participating in a conversation when someone 
else is very talkative: / can't get a word in edgewise when 
he is talking. 

edg'y (ej/ē) /‘cd3iy/ adj, edg-i-er, edg-ivest. nervously 
irritable; anxious; on edge: edgy before a deadline. 
—edgviely (ej/a lē) /‘edzaliy/ adv. —edg/i-ness, n. [non- 
cont) 

ed-i-ble (ed’a bal) /‘edabal/ adj. 1. fit to be eaten as 
food: safe; eatable. —n. 2. Usually, edibles. [p/ural] edi- 
ble substances; food. —edsiebileiety (ed’a bili te) 
/ eda'bilitiy/ ed/i-bleeness, n. [noncount) 

e-dict (é/dikt) /‘iydikt/ n. [count] 1. a decree issued by a 
sovereign or other authority: an edict from the king an- 
nouncing higher taxes. 2. any proclamation or command 
given by an authority: another edict from the supervisor 
demanding that the men wear jackets and ties every day. 
See -DICc-. 

edifice (ed’a fis) /'edəfis/ n. [count] a building, esp. 
one of large size or imposing appearance: a 50-story edi- 
fice. 

ed-i-fy (ed/a fi’) /'eda,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 
to instruct or benefit, esp. morally or spiritually; uplift; 
enlighten: They read bible stories to edify their young 
children. —ed/i-fy/ing, adj.: an edifying speech to im- 
prove morale among the counselors. —ed:i-fi-ca-tion 
(ed/a fi ka’shen) /,edaft'keyfan/ n. [noncoung) 

ed-it (ed/it) /‘edit/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to supervise or direct 
the preparation of (a publication): Who edits the schoot 
newspaper? 2. to collect, prepare, and arrange 
(materials) for publication: She edited the president's 
speeches. 3. to prepare (film, tape, etc.) by deleting, ar- 
ranging, and changing material: He spent a week editing 
the film for television. 4. to change or modify (computer 
data or text): | edited the document on screen. —n. 
[count] 5. an instance or the process of editing, as of 
correcting something: a few minor edits. —ed/i-tor, n. 
[count 

edit., an abbreviation of: 1. edited. 2. edition. 3. editor. 

e-dirtion (i dish’an) /i'difan/ n. [count] 1. one of a se- 
ries of printings of a book, newspaper, etc., produced at 
one time and differing from another by changes, addi- 
tions, etc.: the afternoon edition of the paper. 2. the for- 
mat in which a literary work is published: a paperback 
edition. 3. the whole number of impressions or copies of 
a book, newspaper, etc. 4. a version, esp. of something 
presented to the public: a limited edition of a Classic car. 

ed-i-to-ri-al (ed/i tôr/ē al, -tdr/-) /edi'toriyal, -'towr-/ n. 
[count] 1. an article in a newspaper, magazine, etc., that 
presents the opinion of the publishers or editors. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. of or relating to an editor or editing: 
an editorial staff. —ed/i-to/ri-al-ly, adv. 

EDP, an abbreviation of: electronic data processing. 
EDT or E.D.T., an abbreviation of: Eastern daylight- 
saving time. 

educ., an abbreviation of: 1. educated. 2. education. 3. 
educational. 

ed-u-ca-ble (ej/d0 kə bal) /'ed3ukabal/ adj. capable of 
being educated. 

ed-u-cate (ej/õ kat’) /‘ed3u,keyt/ v. [~ + obj), -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. 1. to teach (a person) by instruction or school- 
ing; train: an economist educated at Harvard. 2. to pro- 
vide education for; send to school: They raised and edi- 
cated their two daughters. —ed/u-cat/ed, adj. —ed/u- 
ca/tor, 1. [count] —Related Words. coucate is a verb, 
EDUCATED and EDUCATIONAL are adjectives, EDUCATION and 
EDUCATOR are nouns: Teachers educate their students. We 
need a well-educated work force. Tliere are new educa- 
tional mettiods in classes today. Education is important. 
Parents and educators got together to decide how to 
solve the problerri. See -DUC-. 

ed-u-ca-tion (ej/66 kā/shən) /,ed3u'keyJan/ n. 1. [non- 
court) the act or process of educating. 2. [count; usually 
singular) a degree, level, or kind of schooling: a college 
education. 3. [roncount] the science or art of teaching; 
teaching methods and theory: You need six more 
courses in education to get your teacher's certificate. 
—ed/u-ca/tion-al, adj. See -0uc-. 

-ee, suffix. 1. -ee is attached to verbs that take an object 
to form nouns with the meaning “the person who is the 
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object of the action of the verb’: address + -ee ~ ad- 
dressee (= the person whom someone else addresses). 
2. -ee is attached to verbs that do not take an object to 
form nouns with the meaning “the one doing or perform- 
ing the act of the verb": escape + -ee ~ escapee (= one 
performing the act of escaping). 3. -ee is attached to 
other words to form nouns with the meaning “the one 
who is or does”: absent + -ee ~ absentee (= one who 
is absent). 

E.E., an abbreviation of: 1. electrical engineer. 2. electri- 
cal engineering. 

EEC, an abbreviation of: European Economic Commu- 
nity. 

EEG, an abbreviation of: electroencephalogram. 

eel (él) /iyl/ n. (count), pl. (esp. when thought of as a 
group) eel, (esp. for kinds or species) eels. a long- 
bodied, snakelike fish. 

EEO, an abbreviation of: equal employment opportunity. 

-eer, suffix. -eer is used to form nouns with the meaning 
“the person who produces, handles, or is associated 
with” the base word: engine + -eer ~ engineer (= per- 
son handling an engine). 

ee-rie or eesry (Er/é) /'ioriy/ adj., -ri-er, -rivest. strange 
and mysterious, so as to inspire awe: an eerie feeling in 
the graveyard. —ee ricly (€r7a lē) /‘1araliy/ adv. —ee/ri- 
ness, n. [(noncount) 

ef-, prefix. ef- is a form of ex- attached to roots begin- 
ning with f efficient. 

ef-face (i fas’) /i'fcys/ v. [~ + obj], -faced, -fac-ing. 1. 
to wipe out; do away with: fo efface unhappy memories. 
2. to rub out or erase: Time had effaced the ancient in- 
scriptions. 3. [~ + oneself] to make (oneself) less no- 
ticeable and more humble; behave modestly or shyly: ef- 
faced himself before the boss. See -FACE-. 

ef-fect (i fekt’) /i'fekt/ m. 1. [count] something pro- 
duced; a result or consequence. 2. [voncount} power to 
produce results; force: The protest had no effect. 3. 
[noncount} the state of being effective or operative; oper- 
ation or execution: fo bring a plan into effect. 4. [count 
a mental or emotional impression produced: He's trying 
to create a mottled effect with those odd colors. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 5. to produce as an effect; bring about; accom- 
plish: fo effect a change. —Idiom. 6. in effect, a. es- 
sentially; basically: in effect, a whole new way of reward- 
ing workers. b. operating or functioning; in force: The 
new law is in effect. 7. take effect, to go into operation; 
begin to function; start to produce a result: could feel 
the whisky begin to take effect. See -FEC-. 

ef-fec-tive (i fek/tiv) /i'fektiv/ adj. 1. able to accom- 
plish a purpose: very effective teaching methods. 2. in 
operation Or in force; functioning: The law becomes ef- 
fective at midnight. 3. [before a noun) real; actual: in fact 
but not in theory: The militia was the effective govern- 
ment at the tirne. 4. producing a deep or strong impres- 
sion; striking: an effective photograph. —ef-fec/tiverly, 
adv. —ef-fec’tive-ness, n. [noncount] 

ef-fects (i fekts’) /i'fekts/ n. [plural] personal property: 
You can put your personal effects in this closet. 

ef-fec-tu-al (i fek/choo al) /i'fektfuwal/ adj. producing 
or capable of producing an intended effect; adequate: a 
social worker who is not effectual in dealing with teenag- 
ers. 

ef-fem-i-nate (i fem/a nit) /i'femanit/ adj. (of a man or 
boy) having traits, tastes, habits, etc., traditionally consid- 
ered feminine, such as softness or delicacy. —ef-fem-in- 
acy (i fem/’a na se) /i'femanasiy/ n. (noncount]) —ef- 
fem/i-nate-ly, adv. 

ef-fer-vesce (ef’ar ves’) /,efor'ves/ v. [no obj), -vesced, 
-vesc-ing. 1. to give off bubbles of gas, such as a car- 
bonated liquid. 2. to show enthusiasm, excitement, or 
liveliness. —ef’/fer-ves’cence, n. [noncount]) —ef/fer- 
ves/cent, adj. 

ef-fi-ca-cious (efi ka’shas) /efi'keyJfos/ adj. capable of 
having the desired result or effect; effective. See -FEc-. 

ef-fi-cient (i fish’ant) /i'fifont/ adj. performing or func- 
tioning effectively with the least waste of time and effort; 
competent: an efficient secretary. —ef-fi-cien-cy (i fish7- 
an sé) /i'fifansiy/ nm. [noncount) —ef-fi/ciently, adv. 
See -FEC-. 

ef-fi-gy (effi je) /‘efidziy/ n. (count), pl. -gies. a repre- 
sentation or image, esp. of someone who is disliked, 
used for ridicule: The protesters burned effigies of the 
dictator dunng the riots. 

ef-fort (effart) /elort/ n. 1. [moncount} the use of physi- 
cal or mental power: /t will take great effort to achieve a 
victory. 2. [count] a try; an attempt. 3. [count] some- 
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thing done by hard work. —ef/fort-less, adj. —ef/fort- 
less-ly, adv. See -FORT-. 

ef-fron-ter-ey (i frun/tə rē) /'frantoriy/ n. [noncount) 
shameless boldness; too much daring. 

ef-fursive (i fyoo/siv) /I'fyuwsiv/ adj. overly expressive 
of emotion or feeling; lacking reserve: Her effusive 
greetings always ernbarrassed hin. —ef-fu/sive-ly, adv. 
—ef-fu/sive-ness, n. [noncount] See -Fus-. 

EFL, an abbreviation of: English as a foreign language. 

e.g., an abbreviation of Latin exempli gratia: for example; 
for the sake of example; such as. 

egalitarian (i gavi tar’é an) /,gwxh'teoriyon/ adj. 
believing in the equality of all people, esp. in political, ec- 
onomic, Or social life. —e-gal/i-tar/i-ansism, n. [non- 
count} 

ege' (eq) /eg/ n. [count] 1. the roundish reproductive 
body produced by female birds and most reptiles. 2. 
Also called egg’ cell’. the cell that is produced by the fe- 
male and that joins with a male cell to form a baby; the 
female gamete; ovum. 3. /nformal. a person: He's a 
good egg. —Idiom. 4. egg on one’s face, obvious 
embarrassment caused by one’s own mistake: After that 
dumb remark he had egg or Iris face. 5. lay an egg, In- 
formal. to fail badly, esp. while trying to entertain: With 
that last joke he really laid an egg. 

egg’ (eg) /eg/ v. [~ + obj + on) to urge or encourage; 
incite: He egged his opponent on to make the tennis 
match more exciting. 

ege-nog (eg/nog’) /'eg,nng/ n. [noncount) a thick drink 
made of eggs, cream, sugar, and often liquor. 

ege-plant (eg/plant’) /eg,plant/ n. 1. (count) a plant 
grown for its edible, usually dark-purple fruit. 2. [non- 
count) the fruit of this plant used as a vegetable. 

egg’ roll’, n. (count) a food made up of a thin eqg 
dough rolled around a mixture of minced meat or shrimp 
and vegetables, and fried in deep fat. 

ege-shell (eg’shel’) /'eg fel n. [count] the shell of a 
bird's egg. 

ego (€/gd) /iygow/ n., pi egos. l. [count] the “E or 
self of a person that experiences and reacts to the out- 
side world. 2. [noncount) egotism; self-importance: wn- 
bearable ego. 3. [(noncotnt) self-esteem or self-image: a 
blow to his ego. 

e-go-censtric (€/gō sen/trik) /,iygow'sentrik/ adj. hav- 
ing little or no thoughts about interests or feelings other 
than one’s own; self-centered: egocemntric dernands. 
—e’go-cer/tri-cal-ly, adv. —e-go-cen-triceitty (€/gō- 
sen tris/i tē) /iygowsen'trisitiy/ n. [noncount]) —e-go-+ 
cen-trism (€/gO sen/triz am) /,iygow'sentrizom/ n. 
[(noncount) 

e-go-rism (€/go iz’/am) /‘iygow,tzom/ rm. [noncount) ex- 
cessive care of or concern with oneself; selfishness. —e/- 
go-ist, n. [count 

e-go-tism (&/ga tiz’am) /‘iyga,tizom/ n. [noncount} too 
much reference to oneself in conversation or writing; 
conceit; self-centeredness. —e’go-tist, n. [coung 

e’go trip’, n. (count) Inforrnal. something done prima- 
rily to satisfy oneself: This project has beer just one long 
ego trip for her. 

e-gre-gious (i gré/jas, -jē as) /i'griyd3as, -d3iyas/ adj. 
very bad; flagrant: an egregious liar. See -GREG-. 

e-gress (€/gres) /‘iygres/ n. [Count] a means or place of 
going out; exit. See -GRESS-. 

e-gret (grit) /‘iygrit/ n. [count] a usually white heron 
having long, graceful feathers. 

E-gyp-tian (i jip’shan) /i'd3ipfon/ adj. 1. of or retating 
to Egypt. —n. 2. [count] a person born or living in Egypt. 

eh (a, e) /ey, £/ interj. (used like a question to express 
surprise Or doubt Or to seek agreement): “Eh, what did 
you say?” “Welt that was easy, eli?” 

eight (at) /cyt/ n. [count] 1. a number, equal to seven 
plus one. 2. a symbol for this number, such as 8 or VIII. 
—eighth (atth, ath) /eyt0, ey0/ adj. 

eight-een (a/tén’) /'cy'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a number, ten 
plus eight. 2. a symbol for this number, as 18 or XVHt. 
—eight/eenth/, adj. 

eight-y (até) /'cytiy/ nm. (count), pl. eight-ies. l. a 
number, ten times eight. 2. a symbol for this number, as 
80 or LXXX. 3. eighties, [piura the numbers from 80 
through 89, as in referring to the years of a lifetime or of 
a century or to degrees of temperature: [one’s + ~: 
He's in his eighties (= He is between 80 and 89 years of 
age). [the + ~}: The termnperature is in the eighties. 
—eight/i-eth, adj. 

ei-ther (€/thar, i/thər) /‘iydar, 'ayðər/ adj. (~ + singular 
count noun) 1. one or the other of two: You may sit at 
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either end of the table. 2. each of two; the one and the 
other: There are trees on either side of the river. —pron. 
3. one or the other: Either will do. —conj. 4. (used with 
or to indicate a series of choices): Either call or write. 
—adv. 5. (used with a negative word, phrase, or clause) 
as well: likewise: /f you dont go, | won't either. 
—Usage. When used as the subject, the pronoun EITHER 
takes a singular verb even when followed by a preposi- 
tional phrase with a plural object: Either of the shrubs 
grows well in this soil. As an adjective EITHER refers only 
to two of anything. As a conjunction, EITHER often intro- 
duces a series of more than two: pizza topped with either 
onions, peppers, or mushrooms. 

Usage guides say that when subjects are joined by El- 
THER . . . OR (Or NEITHER . . . NOR), the verb is singular or 
plural depending on the noun or pronoun nearer the 
verb: Either the parents or the school determines the 
program. Either the school or the parents determine the 
program. See also NEITHER. 

e-jac-u-late (i jak’ya lat’) /'d3ækyə,lecyt/ v., -lateed, 
-lateing. 1. to eject or discharge, esp. semen, from the 
body: [~ + obj]: to ejaculate sperm. [no obj}: problems 
in ejaculating because of blockage. 2. [~ + obj] to utter 
suddenly and briefly; exclaim. —e-jac/u-la/tion, n. 
[comnt; noncount] See -Jec-. 

e-ject (i jekt’) /i'dz3ekt/ v. [~ + obj] to drive or force 
out: expel: The police ejected the noisy demonstrators 
from the mayor's office. —e-jecetion (i jek/shən) 
A'd3ekfan/ n. (count; nonconnt] See -JEc-. 

eke (ék) /iyk/ v. eked, ek-ing. eke out, [~ + out + 
obj], to get or maintain with great effort and difficulty: to 
eke out an income with odd jobs. 

EKG, an abbreviation of: 1. electrocardiogram. 2. elec- 
trocardiograph. 

e-lab-o-rate (adj. i lab’ar it; v. -a rat’) /adj. 'lebarit; v. 
-ə reyt adj., v., -rateed, -rat-ing. —adj. 1. having many 
parts; complex: an elaborate lighting system. 2. [often: 
before a noun] worked out in great detail; painstaking. 
—v. [no obj; (~ + on + obj)] 3. to work out in great de- 
tail: Could you elaborate please, Mr. Smith? Please elab- 
orate on your idea. —e-lab/o-rate-ly, adv. —e-lab/o- 
rate-ness, n. [nonconnt] —e-lab-o-ra-tion (i lab’ ra/- 
shan) /læbə'reyfən/ n. [noncomnt] See -LAB-. 

e-lapse (i laps’) /i'laps/ v. [no obj], e-lapsed, e-laps: 
ing. (of time) to slip or pass by: Too much time has 
elapsed since I last heard from you. See -LAP-. 

e-las-tic (i las/tik) /1'lastik/ adj. 1. capable of returning 
to its original length or shape after being stretched: elas- 
tic stockings. 2. flexible; adaptable: elastic rules. 3. 
bouncy or springy: an elastic step. —n. 4. [noncount 
fabric or material that is made elastic, as with strips of 
rubber. 5. [cont] RUBBER BAND. —e-lasstic-irety (i las- 
tis’i tē, @/las-) /ilas'tisitiy, ,tylas-/ s. [nonconnt] 
e-lated (i 13/tid) /I'leytid/ adj. extremely happy; over- 
joyed. —e-la-tion (i la’shan) A'leyfan/ n. [noncount] 
See -LAT-'. 

el-bow (el/bd) /‘elbow/ n. [cont] 1. the bend or joint of 
the arm between the upper arm and forearm. 2. some- 
thing bent like an elbow, such as a piece of pipe bent at 
an angle. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to push aside with or as if 
with the elbow; jostle: She elbowed him aside and took 
the seat. 

el/bow grease’, n. [norcomit] physical exertion; hard 
work: A little elbow grease and we'll have this place 
cleaned up in no time. 

el-bow-room (el’/bo room’, -ròóm/) /elbow,ruwm, 
-rum/ sn. [noncount) space in which to move freely: This 
car needs miore elbowroom. 

eld-er' (edər) /‘eldor/ adj. a compar. of old with eldest 
as superl. [before a noun; used orly of people] 1. of 
greater age; older: my elder sister. —n. [coirt] 2. an 
older person: a boy who respects his elders. 3. an older, 
influential member of a community. 4. (in certain Protes- 
tant churches) a person who is not a member of the 
clergy and is a governing officer, often assisting in 
services. — Related Words. etoer is both an adjective 
and a noun, and evoercy is both an adjective and a noun: 
Listen: to your elders. She is my elder sister. Elderly gern- 
tlemmen met is at the door. Tliese seats are all reserved 
for the elderly. 

eleder? (el’dar) /eldor/ r. [court] a shrub or tree having 
divided leaves and clusters of small berries. 
el-der-berery (el’dar ber’é, -bə re) /eldor,beriy, -boriy/ 
n. [count], pl. -ries. the berries of the elder, used in 
making wine and jelly. 

eld-er-ly (el/dar lé) /‘eldorliy/ adj. 1. approaching old 
age. —n. 2. the elderly, [plural nsed with a plural 
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verb] elderly persons when they are thought of as a 
group: The elderly often need social services. 

eld-est (el/dist) /‘eldist/ adj. a superl. of old with elder 
as compar. oldest; of greatest age. 

e-lect (i lekt/) /'lekt/ v. 1. to choose or select by vote: 
[~ + obj]: The voters elect a new mayor tomorrow. [~ 
+ obj + obj]: They elected her mayor. 2. to determine 
in favor of (a method, course of action, etc.); choose: fe 
+ to + verb): | elected not to take the job because it in- 
volved too much traveling. —adj. 3. [after a noun] se- 
lected for an office, but not yet at work or sworn in: the 
governor-elect. —Related Words. ELECT is a verb, ELEC- 
TION is a noun, elective is an adjective and a noun: They 
elected him president. His election was a surprise. He 
took elective courses. He took several electives. 

e-lec-tion (i lek’/shan) /i'lekfən/ n. the selection by vote 
of a candidate for office: [poncomntg): the right of election. 
[comnt): What new surprise awaits 1s before the Novem- 
ber election? See -LEC-. 

e-lec-tive (i lek/tiv) /I'lektiv/ adj. 1. obtained by elec- 
tion: elective office. 2. chosen by election: elective offi- 
cials. 3. open to choice; optional: elective surgery; an 
elective course in science. —n. [count] 4. a course that is 
not required: Her major is biology, but she has room for 
two music electives. See -LEC-. 

e-lec-tor (i lek/tar) /i'lektor/ n. [count] 1. a qualified 
voter. 2. a member of the electoral college. See -tec-. 

e-lec/tor-al college (e lek/tar al) /e'lektoral/ n. 
[proper noun; often: the + ~; often: Electoral College) a 
group of people who are chosen by the voters in each 
state to elect the president and vice-president of the U.S. 
e-lec-tor-ate (i lek/tar it) /i'lektarit/ n. [count] the peo- 
ple who are entitled to vote in an election. 

e-lec-tric (i lek/trik) /i'lektrik/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
produced by or operated by electricity: an electric shock; 
an electric shave; electric light. 2. thrilling; exciting: an 
electric atmosphere in the stadiim. 

e-lec-tri-cal (i lek/tri kal) /'lektrikal/ adj. 1. ELECTRIC. 2. 
concerned with electricity: an electrical engineer. 
—e-lec’tri-cal-ly, adv. 

elec’tric chair’, n. 1. [count] a chair used to electro- 
cute criminals who are sentenced to death. 2. [noncount; 
the + —] the penalty of legal electrocution: sentenced 
him to the electric chair. 

e-lec-tri-cian (i lek trish’an, @/lek-) /ilek'trifon, ,iylek-/ 
n. [count] a person who installs or repairs electric de- 
vices or electrical wiring. 

e-lec-tric-i-ty (i lek tris/i tē, €/lek-) /ilek'trisitiy, ,iylek-/ 
n. [Noncount] 1. current or power produced by the pres- 
ence and motion of electrons, protons, Or positrons; 
electric current or power: Turn on the electricity from the 
main power source. 2. a feeling of excitement or antici- 
pation. 

e-lec-tri-fy (i lek/tra fi’) /'lektrə,fay/ v. [~ + obj), 
-fied, -fy-ing. 1. to charge with electricity; apply electric- 
ity to: A neon sign must be electrified to work. 2. to sup- 
ply with or equip for the use of electric power, as an area 
or railroad. 3. to thrill, excite, or astonish: The rock star 
electrified the audience with her performance. —e-lec+ 
tri-fi-ca-tion (i lek/tri fi ka”shan) /i,lektrifi'keyfon/ n. 
[noncomnt]: the electrification of a village in the monn- 
tains. 

electro-, prefix. electro- comes from New Latin, and 
means “electric” or “electricity”: electro- + magnetic ~ 
electromagnetic. 

e-lec-tro-car-di-o-gram (i lek/trō kar’de ə gram’) 
Alektrow'kardiyo,gram/ n. [cont] the printed, graphic 
record that is produced by an electrocardiograph. Abbr.: 
EKG, ECG Also called cardiogram. 

e-lec-tro-car-di-o-graph (i lek’tro kar’de ə graf’) 
Alektrow'kardiya,gref/ n. [cont] a device that detects 
electric changes in the part of the nervous system that 
triggers the heartbeat, used to evaluate the heart's 
health. Abbr.: EKG, ECG 

e-lec-tro-cute (i lek/tra kyoot’) /i'lektra,kkyuwt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -cut-ed, -cut-ing. 1. to kill by electricity: The bird 
fell onto the railroad tracks and was electrocuted. 2. to 
execute (a criminal) in an electric chair. —e-lec-tro-cu- 
tion (i lek/tra kyoo’%shan) /ilektra'kyuwfan/ n. [non- 
count; coirt) 

e-lec-trode (i lek/trod) /i'lektrowd/ n. [comnt) a point, 
or terminal, through which an electric current enters or 
leaves a battery or other electrical device. 

e-lec-trol-y-sis (i lek trol’a sis) /ilek'trolosis/ r. [ron- 
comrit] 1. the passage of an electric current through a 
substance, in order to change it chemically. 2. the de- 
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struction of hair roots, tumors, etc., by an electric cur- 
rent. See -tys-. 

e-lec-tro-lyte (i lek/tra lit’) /i'lektralayt/ n. [comnt] a 
substance, usually a liquid, that allows electricity to pass 
or be passed through it. See -tys-. 

e-lec-tro-mag-net-ism (e iek’/tro magni tiz’em) 
le lektrow'magni,tizam/ n. [noncount] 1. the actions as- 
sociated with electric and magnetic fields, and with elec- 
tric charges and currents. 2. the science that studies 
these phenomena. —e-lec-tro-mag-net-ic (e lek/trō- 
mag net/ik) /e lektrowmeg'netik/ adj. 

e-lec-tron (i lek/tron) /'lektron/ n. [count] a fundamen- 
tal particle that has a negative charge and exists outside 
the nucleus of an atom. 

e-lec-troneic (i lek tron’ik, é/lek-) /ilek'tronik, ,iylek-/ 
adj. 1. [usualty: before a nonn) of or relating to electron- 
ics or devices and systems developed through electron- 
ics: electronic banking; electronic music. 2. of or relating 
to electrons. 3. of, relating to, or controlled by comput- 
ers: electronic mail. —e-lec-tron/i-cal-ly, adv. 

e-lec-troneics (i lik tron/iks, @/lek-) /ilik'troniks, ,iylek-/ 
n. 1. [noncount; used with a singular verb) the science 
dealing with the development and uses of electrons and 
electronic devices and systems. 2. [phural; used with a 
phirat verb) electronic devices or systems. 

el-e-gant (el/i gant) /‘eligant/ adj. graceful, polished, or 
luxurious in style, design, or form: an elegant lady in her 
seventies. —el-e-gance (el/i gans) /‘eligans/ n. [non- 
count) —el/e-gant-ly, adv.: She was dressed elegantly 
for the balt. 

el-e-gy (eli jé) /elidziy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. a mourn- 
ful, melancholy, or sad poem, esp. one written for the 
dead. 

elem., an abbreviation of: elementary. 

element (el’a mant) /‘clamant/ n. [count] 1. a compo- 
nent or part of a whole: Cells are the basic elements of 
the Inman body. 2. [usually singular] a certain amount: 
an element of surprise. 3. one of a class of substances 
that cannot be chemically separated into simpler sub- 
stances. 4. elements, [plural] a. atmospheric forces; 
weather, esp. bad weather. b. the rudiments of an art or 
science: the elements of physics. ——Idiom. 5. in (or out 
of) one’s element, in a situation that is (not) familiar, 
enjoyable, or suitable: She was in her element on the 
stage. —el/e-emen/tal, adj. —el’e-men/tal-ly, adv. 
— Syn. ELEMENT, COMPONENT, CONSTITUENT, INGREDIENT refer 
to units that are parts of whole substances, systems, 
compounds, or mixtures. ELEMENT means a basic, funda- 
mental part, of which there is no smaller part: the 
elements of matter. COMPONENT refers to one of a number 
of separate parts: /ron and carbon are components of 
steel. CONSTITUENT refers to an active and necessary part: 
The constituents of a molecule of water are two atoms of 
hydrogen and one of oxygen. INGREDIENT iS most fre- 
quently used in nonscientific contexts to refer to any part 
that is combined into a mixture: the ingredients of a 
successful marnage. 

el-eemen-tasry (elə men/ta rē) /ela'mentoriy/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to the simplest principles; plain: The nurse 
took elementary precautions like boiling the water. 2. of 
or relating to an elementary school: elernentary educa- 
tion. 3. of the nature of the most basic particles; that 
cannot be broken down. 

elemen/tary school’, n. a school giving instructions 
in basic subjects, often starting with a kindergarten and 
continuing for six or eight grades: [count]: a choice be- 
tween two elementary schools. [noncount): When wilt 
your child go to elementary school? 

elephant (ei’e fant) /‘elofant/ n. [count], pl -phants, 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -phant. a very large 
five-toed mammal having a long trunk and large tusks 
esp. in the males, living in Africa and India. 

elev., an abbreviation of: elevation. 

elevate (elə vat’) /'clo,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], -vat-ed, 
-vat-ing. l. to raise to a higher place or position: We 
need to elevate the level of our thinking. 2. to raise to a 
higher state or rank; promote: The vice president was el- 
evated to president. See -Lev-. 

el-e-va-tion (el/a vā/shən) /,clo'veyfan/ n. [count] 1. 
the act of elevating or the state of being elevated. 2. the 
altitude of a place above sea level or ground level: a chif 
at an elevation of about two hundred feet. 3. an elevated 
place: We picnicked on an elevation. 

el-e-va-tor (eVə va’ter) /‘ela,veytor/ n. [count] 1. a 
moving platform or cage for carrying passengers Or 
freight from one level to another, as in a building. See il- 
lustration at HoTeL. 2. a building in which grain is stored 
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and handled by means of a mechanical elevator and con- 
veyor devices. See -Lev-. 

e-lev-en (i iev/ən) /i'levon/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal num- 
ber, ten plus one. 2. a symbol for this number, as 11 or 
Xi. —adj. 3. amounting to eleven in number. —e-lev/- 
enth, adj. 

elf (eif) /elf/ n., pl. elves (eivz) /elvz/. [count] a small 
imaginary being who enjoys interfering in human affairs. 

erliceit (i lisit) /'lisit/ v. [~ + obj], to draw or bring out 
or forth; evoke: to elicit a response. See -.c-. 

el-i-gi-ble (el7i ja bal) /'elid3əbəl/ adj. 1. being a proper 
or worthy choice; suitable: an eligible mate. 2. meeting 
the stipulated requirements; qualified: [be + ~ + to + 
verb]: Anyone over 21 is eligible to play this game. —el- 
i-gi-bil-iety (eVi ja bili tē) /elrdza'bilitiy/ n. [noncount) 
—el-i-gi-bly (el/i ja blé) /‘elidzabliy/ adv. See -tec-. 

e-limeienate (i lim’a nat’) /i'lima,neyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to get rid of; remove: fo eliminate 
poverty. 2. to omit; leave out: help eliminate errors. 3. 
to defeat in a contest: Our team was eliminated early in 
the tournament. —erlimeienastion (i lim/’a na/shan) 
Alima'neyfan/ n. [noncount] See -tum-. 

e-lite or élite (i let’) /'liyt/ n. 1. [count; often used 
with a plurat verb] the choice, best, or most powerful 
members of a group, Class, etc. 2. [nonconnt] a 10-point 
type widely used in typewriters and having 12 characters 
to the inch. Compare pica’. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of 
the best or most select: Ehte paratroops went in first. See 
-LEC-. 

e-lixeir (i lik’sar) /i'liksar/ nm. [count] 1. an imaginary 
preparation believed to be capable of prolonging life, or 
of changing ordinary metal into gold. 2. something that 
can cure all ills. 

elk (elk) /elk/ n. [count], pt. elks, (esp. when thought of 
as a group) elk. 1. Also called wapiti. a large North 
American deer. 2. a moose. 

el-lipse (i lips’) /1'lips/ n. [count] a plane curve figure 
shaped like a flattened circle or oval. 

el-lip-ti-cal (i lipti kal) /t'liptikal/ adj. 1. relating to or 
having the form of an ellipse: an e/hpticat path around 
the sun. 2. having so many words or phrases left out that 
meaning is difficult to grasp; obscure. —el-lip’ti-cal-ly, 
adv. 

elm (eim) /elm/ n. 1. [cont] a shade tree having gradu- 
ally spreading columns of branches. 2. [noncounf] the 
wood of this tree. 

el-o-curtion (el/a kyoo’shan) /,ela'kyuwfan/ n. [non- 
count) the study and practice of clear public speaking 
See -LOQ-. 

e-lon-gate (i long’gat, i long’-) /'longeyt, vlog- / v., 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to (cause to) lengthen or extend: [~ + 
obj): Intense heat elongated the metat bar. [no obj): The 
metal bar elongated under the intense heat. —e-lon-ga- 
tion (€/l6ng ga’shan, @/long-) /,iylon'geyfan, ,iylon-/ n. 
[count; noncount) 

e-lope (i lop’) /i'lowp/ v., eloped, e-lop-ing. to run off 
secretly to be married: [no obj): The young couple 
eloped. [~ + with + obj): She eloped with him. 
—e-lope’/ment, n. [noncount; count) 

el-o-quent (elə kwent) /‘elakwant/ adj. 1. skilled in or 
showing fluent, forceful, and appropriate speech: an elo- 
quent teacher. 2. (of actions, gestures, etc.) forcefully 
showing feeling or emotion. —el-o-quence (el/a kwans) 
'eslakwoans/ n. {noncount]) —elVo-quent-ly, adv. See 
-LOQ-. 

else (els) /els/ adj. [after words like who, what, when, 
how, etc. in questions; after pronouns like someone, any- 
thing, no one, much, etc.) 1. other than those persons 
or things mentioned: What else could | do? | would have 
eaten anything else. 2. in addition to persons or things 
mentioned: Who else was there? 3. other (used in the 
possessive after a pronoun and before the noun that is 
possessed): someone elses money. —adv. 4. [or + ~ if 
not: Watch your step, or else you'll shp. 5. otherwise: 
How else could | have acted? — Idiom. 6. or else, or 
suffer the consequences: Do exactly what | say, or else. 

else-where (els/hwar’, -war’) /‘els|hwear, -,wear/ adv. 
somewhere else; in or to some other place: You wilt have 
to look elsewhere for an answer. 

e-lu-ciedate (i loo’si dat’) /i'luwsi,deyt/ v. [~ + obj, 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. to make clear or understandable, esp. 
by explaining: The teacher ehicidated the difficult pas- 
sages in the novel. —e-lu-cieda-tion (i lu’si da’shan) 
/ilusi'deyfan/ n. [nonconnt] 

e-lude (i la0d7) /i'luwd/ v. [~ + obj], e-lud-ed, e-lud-ing. 
1. to avoid capture by; escape from; evade: The thief 
ehided the police. 2. to escape the understanding or 
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comprehension of: His popularity elrdes me. See -Lud-. 
— Syn. See ESCAPE. 

e-lussive (i Id60’siv) /1'luwsiv/ also e-lu/Sorry (-sa rē) 
/-sariy/ adj. 1. eluding one’s understanding; hard to ex- 
press or define: elusive concepts in that poetry. 2. skillful 
at keeping away from, escaping from, or evading: an ehi- 
sive criminal. —e-lu/siveely, adv. —e-lu’sive-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -LuD-. 

elves (elvz) /elvz/ n. pl. of ELF. 

EM, an abbreviation of: electromagnetic. 

‘em (am) /on/ pron. Informal. them: Now you see ‘em, 
now you don't. 

em-, prefix. em- is a form of eN- used before roots be- 
ginning with b, p, and sometimes m: embalm. Compare 
IM-'. 

e-ma-cieated (i ma/shé a’tid) /i'meyJiy,cytid/ adj. ab- 
normally thin, esp. because of starvation or illness. 

e-mail! or E-mail (€/mal’) /‘iy,meyl/ n. [noncount) elec- 
tronic mail: a system of sending messages from one 
computer to another or others. 

em-a-nate (em/a nat’) /‘emo,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 
to (cause to) flow out, issue forth, or come from: [~ + 
from + obj]: The brook emanates from an underground 
spring. [~ + obj]: His whole face emanates patience. 
—em/a-na/tion, n. (count; noncount) 

e-man:-ci-pate (i man/sa pat’) /I'mansoa,peyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -pat-ed, -pat-ing. to make (someone) free from so- 
cial, political, or legal restraint; set free; liberate: to 
emancipate slaves. —e-man-ci-pa-tion (i man/sa pa/- 
shan) /t,hmansa'peyfan/ n. [noncount]) —e-man/ci-pa/- 
tor, n. [court] 

e-mas-curlate (i mas/kya lat’) /I'maskya,leyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to deprive of strength or vigor; 
weaken: The court emasculated the laws against speed- 
ing by fining offenders only five dollars. —e-mas-cu-la- 
tion (e mas’kya la/shan) /e,meskya'leyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

em-balm (em ban’) /em'bum/ v. [~ + obj], to preserve 
(a dead body) with chemicals or drugs. —em»balm/er, 
n. (count) 

em-bank:-ment (em bangk/mant) /em'benkmont/ n. 
[count] a bank or mound, as of earth or stone, built up 
to hold back water, carry a roadway, etc. 

em-bar-go (em bar’gd) /em'burgow/ n., pil. -goes, v., 
-goed, -go-ing. —n. [cont] 1. a restriction on com- 
merce, esp. a government order prohibiting the move- 
ment of ships into or out of its ports, or restricting cer- 
tain freight for shipment. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to impose an 
embargo on: The U.S. embargoed that enemy country. 
em-bark (em bark’) /em'bark/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + on + 
obj)] to board a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle: The pas- 
sengers embarked on the ship at noon. 2. [~ + on + 
obj) to start or participate in an enterprise: to embark on 
a business venture. —emebar-kastion (em/bar ka/shan) 
/embar'keyfon/ n. [noncomnt) 

em-bar-rass (em bar/as) /em'bras/ v. to (cause to) 
become ashamed, uncomfortable, or ill at ease: [no obj]: 
She embarrasses so easily. [~ + obj]: The child's crying 
embarrassed her parents. —em-bar/rass-ing, adj. 
em-bar-rassement (em bar’as meant) /em'bwrasmont/ 
n. 1. [noncount) a feeling of shame, self-consciousness, 
or uncomfortableness: embarrassment at forgetting my 
wallet. 2. [count] someone or something that causes 
such a feeling: His speeches were an embarrassment to 
his party. 

em-bas-sy (em/ba sé) /‘emboasiy/ n. [count], pl. -sies. 1. 
the official headquarters of an ambassador. 2. a mission 
or group of officials and workers who are headed by an 
ambassador. 

em-bat-tled (em bat/ld) /em'bietld/ adj. engaged in or 
facing conflict or struggle: embattled troops. 

em-bed (em bed’) /em'bed/ v. [~ + obj], -bed-ded, 
-bed-ding. 1. to fix or put (something) firmly into a sur- 
rounding mass: to erribed stones in cement. 2. to con- 
tain or implant as an essential part: His love of children 
is deeply embedded in his personality. 

em-bel-lish (em bel/ish) /em'belif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
make more beautiful by decorating or ornamenting; 
adorn: a dress embellished with pearls. 2. to include ex- 
tra and elaborate additions: ffe embellished liis signature 
with a drawing. 

em-ber (em/bar) /‘embar/ n. [count] 1. a small, still 
burning piece of coal, wood, etc., as in a dying fire. 2. 
embers, [p/ira/] the glowing remains of a fire that is no 
longer burning. 

em-bez:-zile (em bez/al) /em'bezol/ v. [~ + obj], -zled, 
-zling. to steal (money) entrusted to one’s care: He er- 
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bezzled thousands of dollars from the insurance comi- 
pany. —em-bez/zle-ment, n. [noncount): imprisoned 
for stock embezzlernent. —em-bez-zler (em bez/lar) 
/em'bezlor/ n. [coung 

em-bit-ter (em bit/ar) /em'bitor/ v. [~ + obj] to make 
(someone) bitter and angry; cause (someone) to feel bit- 
terness: Being fired from his job without good reasons 
embittered him. 

em-bla-zon (em bla’zan) /em'bleyzan/ v. [~ + obj] to 
decorate brilliantly; adorn: The tapestries in the collection 
were emblazoned with gold thread. 

em-blem (em/blam) /‘emblam/ n. [connt] an object that 
symbolizes a quality, state, etc.; a symbol: The olive 
branch is an emblem of peace. 

em-bod-y (em bod/’é) /em'bndiy/ v. [~ + obj], -bod-ied, 
-bod-y-ing. 1. to give a concrete form to; be an example 
of; personify: Her paintings embodied the spirit of the 
age. 2. to include; contain; comprise: The testimony is 
embodied in the court record. —em-bod/i-ment, n. 
(noncount] 

em-bold-en (em bodl/dan) /em'bowldan/ v. [~ + obj] to 
make bold; encourage. 

emeboss (em bds/, -bos’) /em'bos, -'bos/ v. [~ + obj] 
to decorate (a surface) with raised designs or decora- 
tions: He embossed the sword with the design of a bull. 

em>brace (em bras’) /em'breys/ v., -braced, -brac-ing, 
n. —v. 1. to clasp in the arms; hug: [~ + obj]: He em- 
braced her and told her how glad he was to see her 
again. [no obj): They embraced and kissed. 2. [~ + obj] 
to accept or adopt willingly: / don't know whether they'll 
embrace your idea. 3. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to in- 
clude or contain: The report embraced all aspects of the 
housing situation. —n. [count] 4. an encircling hug with 
the arms: She gave me a warin embrace. 

em-broi-der (em broi/dar) /em'broydar/ v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to decorate with embroidery: She embroidered her dress 
with flowers. 2. [~ + obj] to form by or with embroidery: 
She embroidered flowers on her dress. 3. [no obj] to do 
embroidery: She embroiders as a way of relaxing. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to add extra or imaginary details; embellish with 
ornate language: She embroidered her story to hold her 
listeners’ interest. —em-broi/der-er, n. [count] 

em-broi-der-y (em broi’/da rē, -dré) /em'broydoriy, 
-driy/ n. [noncomnt] 1. the sewing of decorative designs 
with a needle and thread. 2. embroidered work or deco- 
ration. 

em:broil (em broil’) /em'broyl/ v. [~ + obj] to involve in 
conflict or difficulty: They were embroiled in a passionate 
debate about the budget. 

em-bry-o (en/bré 6’) /‘embriy,ow/ n. [count], pl. -os. 
an animal in the early stages of development in the 
womb or egg. —emebry-on-ic (em/brē on/ik) /,em- 
briy'pntk/ adj. 

em-cee (en/sé/) /'em'siy/ n., v., -ceed, -cee-ing. —7/. 
[count] 1. master of ceremonies; a person who intro- 
duces the acts or parts of a show or presentation: She 
was the emcee at the awards dinner. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
serve or direct as master of ceremonies: He ernceed the 
game show. 

emend (i mend’) /i'mend/ v. [~ + obj) to revise or 
correct (errors, writing, etc.): She emended the errors in 
his letter. e-men-da-tion (@/men da/shan) /,iym- 
en'deyfon/ n. [count] 

em-er-ald (em/ar ald) /emorald/ n. 1. [count] a green 
gem, a rare kind of beryl. —adj. 2. having a Clear, deep 
green color. 

e-merge (i mûrj/) /i'm3rd3/ v. [no obj; (~ + from + 
obj)], emerged, e-merg-ing. 1. to come forth into view, 
as from hiding: Two rabbits emerged from the bushes. 
2. to come into existence or notice: New evidence 
emerged from her investigation. —e-:mer/gence, n. 
[noncount] —eemer/’gent, adj. See -MERG-. 

e-mer-gen-cy (i miir/jan sē) /i'm3rd3ansiy/ n. [count], 
pl. -cies. a sudden, urgent, usually unexpected event or 
happening requiring immediate action: /n an emergency, 
call the doctor. See -MERG-. 

em-erry (enə rē) /‘emoariy/ n. [poncount) a hard, grainy 
mineral used for grinding and polishing. 

emetic (i met/ik) /i'metik/ adj. 1. causing vomiting: an 
emetic medicine. —n. (count) 2. a medicine or agent 
that causes vomiting. 

em-i-grate (enyi grat’) /‘emigreyt/ v. [no obj), 
-grat-ed, -grat-ing. to leave one country or region to 
settle in another; migrate: My grandmother emigrated 
from Russia in 1930. —em-i-grant (em/i grant) /‘emigr- 
ant/ n. [count] —e-mi-gra-tion (em/i gra/shan) 
Jem greyfan/ n. [count noncount) See -MIGR-. 
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—Related Words. EMIGRATE is a verb, EMIGRANT and ÉMI- 
GRÉ are nouns: They emigrated from their home country. 
They were emigrants. They were émigrés from eastern 
Europe. — Usage. See IMMIGRATE. 

é-mi-gré (em/i gra’, envi gra’) /‘emi,grey, ,emi'grey/ n. 
[count] an emigrant, esp. a person who flees a native 
land because of political conditions. 

emeienence (em/a nans) /'emonons/ n. 1. [nonconnt] 
high rank or reputation: gained a great deal of eminence. 
2. [proper noun; His/Your + Eminence] a title of honor, 
applied to cardinals: They introduced His Eminence, 
Jolin Cardinal Mancini. 

em-ienent (em/a nant) /‘emonant/ adj. 1. high in rank or 
reputation; top; distinguished: an eminent scholar. 2. [u- 
Sally: before a noun] greatest; utmost; remarkable; out- 
standing: | was treated with eminent fairness. —em/i+ 
nent-ly, adv. 

emir (ə mér’, 4 mér/) /a'miar, cy'miar/ n. [count] a 
chief, prince, commander, or head of state in some Is- 
lamic countries. 

em-isssarsy (em/a ser/é) /‘emo,seriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-Sar-ies. a representative who is sent on a mission; a 
delegate who is sent to another person, country, or 
group with a message. See -mis-. 

emit (i mit”) A'mit/ v. [~ + obj], e-mit-ted, e-mit-ting. 
1. to send forth (liquid, light, particles, etc.); discharge: 
The fireplace emitted a pleasant warmth. 2. to utter (a 
sound): to emit a cry. —e-mis-sion (i mish’an) /i'mifan/ 
n. (count; noncount] See -MIT-. 

e-mol-lient (i mol/yant) /i'molyant/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. having the power to soften or soothe: an emollient to- 
tion for the skin. —n. [noncount] 2. an emollient sub- 
stance. 

emote (i mot’) /i'mowt/ v. [no obj], esmot-ed, emot. 
ing. to show or pretend emotion, as in acting: The ac- 
tors attempts to emote seemed silly and unreal. See 
-MOT-. 

e-mosetion (i md/shan) /i'mowfən/ n. [count] any of the 
feelings of joy, sorrow, fear, hate, love, etc.: War pro- 
dices strong etrotions. —e-mo/tion-al, adj. —e-mo/- 
tion-al-ly, adv. See -moT-. 

Emp., an abbreviation of: 1. Emperor. 2. Empress. 

em-pa-thize (em/pa thiz’) /‘empa,Oayz/ v. [~ + with + 
obj), -thized, -thizeing. to experience empathy: to em- 
pathize with someone's grief. 

em-pa-thy (em/ps the) /‘empaGiy/ n. [noncount] the 
power or ability to identify with another's feelings, 
thoughts, etc., as if they were one’s own. See -PATH-. 

em-per-or (en/par ar) /'empərər/ n. [count] the male 
supreme ruler of an empire. 

em-phaesis (em/fe sis) /‘emfosis/ n., pl. -ses (-séz/) 
/-,siyz/. 1. [noncount] special stress or importance at- 
tached to something: That university puts a tot of empha- 
sis on its smalt classes. 2. [cont] something given spe- 
cial stress or importance: The main erniphases of his 
speech were the birdget and taxes. 

em-phassize (em/fa siz’) /‘emfa,sayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-sized, -siz-ing. to give emphasis to; stress: He enipha- 
sized the point | had already made. 

em-phateic (em fat/ik) /em'fwtik/ adj. said or done with 
emphasis; strongly expressive; forceful: The defendant 
made an emphatic denial of the charges. —em-phat/i- 
cally, adv. 

em-phy-sesema (em/fa sé/ms, -zé/-) /emfa'siymo, 
-'ziy-/ n. [noncount] a disease of the lungs in which 
there is difficulty in breathing due to abnormal swelling 
of the air spaces. —em/phy-se/’mic, adj. 

em-pire (em/pier) /‘empay®r/ n. [count] 1. a group of 
nations, states, or peoples ruled over by an emperor, 
empress, or other powerful sovereign. 2. a large and 
powerful business, company, or enterprise controlled by 
one person, family, or group. 

empirical (em pir/i kal) /em'pirikal/ adj. derived from 
or depending upon experience or observation alone. 
—em:pir/i-calely, adv. —em-pir-iscism (em pir/i Siz’am) 
/em'piri,sizom/ n. [noncount] 

employ (em ploi’) /em'ploy/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to hire the 
services of (a person or persons): The cotton mill em- 
ploys over three thousand workers. 2. to make use of for 
a specific task: They employed new computers to pro- 
duce the catalog. 3. to devote (time, energies, etc.) to a 
particular activity: She erploys ler spare time in read- 
ing. —n. [noncount] 4. employment; service. —eim- 
ploy’a-ble, adj. —em-ploy’er, n. [count] See -PLoy-. 
—Related Words. empcoy is a verb and a noun, EMPLOY- 
MENT, EMPLOYER, and EMPLOYEE are nouns, EMPLOYABLE iS an 
adjective: He employs nuskilled workers in his factory. Is 


She still in their ermploy? Eriployment is down. Ilis em- 
ployer fired hini. The eriployees don't like thle boss. You 
aren't employable withiout computer skills. 

em-ploy-ee (em pioi7é, em ploi ē/, em/ploi é&/) 
/em'ployiy, employ'iy, ,employ'iy/ nu. [count] a person 
who has been hired to work for another. See -pLov-. 

em-ploy-ment (em ploi/mant) /em'ploymant/ n. [non- 
count] 1. an act or instance of employing a person or 
thing: The plan requires the employment of great inge- 
nuity, 2. the state of being employed: to begin ernploy- 
ment. 3. work or business; occupation: She no longer 
had regular eriploymient. See -PLoyY-. 

em-porritum (em pôrē am, -pdr/-) /em'poriyam, 
-'powr-/ n. [count], pl. -po-sritums, -poria (-pOr/é ə, 
-por’-) /-'poriya, -'powr-/. a usually large retail store sell- 
ing a great variety of articles. 

em-pow-er (em pou/ar) /em'pawor/ v. 1.[~ + obj + to 
+ verb] to give official or legal power or authority to: The 
police are empowered to arrest suspected criminals. 2. 
[~ + obj] to provide with an ability; enable: Some teach- 
ers want to empower their students by giving them the 
Skills they need. —em-pow/er-ment, n. [noncount] 

em-press (em/pris) /‘empris/ n. [count] 1. a female 
ruler of an empire. 2. the wife of an emperor. 

empety (emp/te) /‘emptiy/ adj., -ti-er, -ti-est, v., -tied, 
-ty-ing, n., pl. -ties. —adj. 1. containing nothing: without 
contents: an ernipty toy box. 2. vacant; unoccupied; with- 
out people: a lonely, ernpty house. 3. lacking force, ef- 
fect, or significance; meaningless: empty promises. —v. 
4. to (cause to) become empty: [no obj): The lecture hall 
emptied. [~ + obj): She emptied her glass. —n. [count] 
5. an empty container: Glass empties can be recycled. 
—emp/ti-ness, n. [noncount] 

emp/ty-hand/ed, adj. 1. having nothing in the hands. 
2. having achieved nothing: / came back from the meet- 
ing empty-handed. 3. bringing no gift, donation, etc.: 
Don't come empty-handed to the party. 

EMT, an abbreviation of: emergency medical technician. 

em-u-late (em/ya lat’) /‘emya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj), -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to imitate (Someone or something) in an effort 
to equal or do better than; to try to do as well as or bet- 
ter than: The struggling companies want to emulate the 
Successful overseas competition. —em-eurla-tion (em/ya- 
lā/shən) /,emya'leyfan/ n. [noncount] —em/usla/tor, n. 
[count] 

eemulesion (i mul’shan) /i'malfan/ n. [count] 1. a mix- 
ture containing liquids that do not usually stay mixed. 2. 
a chemical substance that is thinly applied to one surface 
of a photographic film to make it sensitive to light. 

en-, prefix. en- is attached to adjectives or nouns to form 
verbs meaning: 1. to cause (a person or thing) to be in 
(the place, condition, or state mentioned); to keep in or 
place in: en- + rich ~ enrich (= to cause to be rich); 
en- + tomb 7 entorib (= to cause to be in a tomb); 2. 
to restrict on all sides, completely: en- + circle ~ encir- 
cle (= to restrict on all sides withit a circle). 

-en, suffix. 1. -en is used to form verbs and adjectives. a. 
It is attached to some adjectives to form verbs with the 
meaning “to be or make”: Hard + -en ~ liarder (= to 
be or make hard). b. It is attached to some nouns to 
form verbs with the meaning “to add to, cause to be, or 
have”: length + -en ~ lengthen (= to add length to; 
make long). 2. It is attached to some nouns that are 
materials or sources of something to form adjectives that 
describe the source or material: gold + -en ~ golder 
(= like gold). 

en-arble (en a/bal) /en'eybal/ v. [~ + obj + to + verb], 
-bled, -bling. to make able; authorize; give power or 
ability: The money will enable us to hire more workers. 

eneact (en akt’) /en'wkt/ v. [~ + obj], 1. to make into 
an act or law: to enact a new tax law. 2. to represent in 
or as if in a play; act the part of: enacted tlie role of the 
villain. —eneact/ment, n. [count] 

e-nam-el (i nam/al) /'næməl/ n. (roncourt] 1. a glassy 
substance that is applied by heat to the surface of metal, 
pottery, etc., as a decoration or for protection. 2. a paint 
that dries to a hard, shiny finish. 3. the hard, shiny cov- 
ering of the crown of a tooth. 

en-am-ored (i nam/ard) /'næmərd/ adj. filled with ad- 
miration or love: [be + ~ + of}: They are enamored of 
each other. [be + ~ + with]: enariored with electronic 
toys. Also, esp. Brit., en-am/oured. 

enc., an abbreviation of: 1. enclosed. 2. enclosure. 

en-case (en kas’) /en'keys/ v. [~ + obj], -cased, -cas- 
ing. to enclose in or as if in a case: a jewel encased in 
Satin. —en-case/ment, n. [noricorrrit] 

-ence, suffix. 1. -ence is attached to some adjectives 
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ending in -ent to form nouns with the meaning “quality 
or state of’: abstin(ent) + -ence ~ abstinence. 2. -ence 
is also attached to some verb roots to form nouns: de- 
pend + -ence ~ dependence. See -ANCE, -ENT. 

en-chant (en chant/) /en'tfient/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to place 
(someone) under a magical spell; bewitch. 2. to delight 
completely; charm; captivate: Her performance en- 
chanted the audience. 

en-chanted (en chant/id) /en'tfaentid/ adj. having a 
feeling of delight or captivation; charmed; delighted: The 
enchanted audience applauded the singer's performance. 

en-chant-ment (en chant/mant) /en'tfeentmont/ n. 1. 
[noncount) a feeling of delight or captivation. 2. [count] 
a charm or magic spell: The sorcerer murmured an en- 
chantment over the sleeping prince. 

en-chi-lasda (en/cha lä/də, -lad’a) /,entfa'lada, -'lædə/ 
n. (count), pl. -das. a Mexican tortilla that is rolled 
around a meat or cheese filling, covered with a chili- 
flavored sauce, and baked. 

en-cirecle (en sûr/kəl) /en's3rkol/ v. [~ + obj], -cled, 
-cling. 1. to form a circle around; surround: Trees encir- 
cled the park. 2. to make a circling movement around: 
The spaceship encircled the moon. —en-cir/cleement, 
n. (noncount) 

encl., an abbreviation of: 1. enclosed. 2. enclosure. 

en-clave (en/klav, an/-) /‘enkleyv, ‘an-/ n. [count] 1. a 
country or part of a country surrounded by foreign terri- 
tory. 2. any small, distinct area or group enclosed or iso- 
lated within a larger one: His neighborhood was an en- 
clave of Italian families and their businesses. 

en-close (en klōz/) /en'klowz/ v. [~ + obj), -closed, 
-clos-ing. 1. to close in on all sides; surround: A high 
stone wall enclosed the estate. 2. to put in the same en- 
velope or package with something else: / am enclosing a 
check with this letter. See -cLos-. 

en-cloesure (en klō/zhər) /en'klow3ar/ n. [count] 1. an 
enclosed area, esp. a piece of land surrounded by a 
fence. 2. something enclosed or included in the same 
envelope or package: The enclosure was a check for 
$100. See -cLos-. 

en-code (en kōd/) /en'kowd/ v. [~ + obj], -cod-ed, 
-cod-ing. to convert (information, a message, etc.) into 
code. —en-cod/er, n. [count] 

en-com:pass (en kum/pas) /en'kampos/ v. [~ + obj] 1. 
to encircle; surround: High mountains encompass the 
lake. 2. to include completely: The reorganization plan 
encompasses all employees. —en-com/pass-ment, n. 
[noncount)] See -pass-!. 

en-core (äng/’kôr, -kōr, an/-) /‘agkor, -kowr, ‘an-/ interj. 
1. (used by an audience in demanding a repeated or an 
additional performance) again; once more. —n. [count] 
2. a performance given in response to such a demand. 
en-coun-ter (en koun/tar) /en'kawntor/ v. [~ + obj] 1. 
to come upon or meet with: She encountered an old 
friend on the street. 2. to meet in conflict: The pilots 
soon encountered the enemy planes. —n. [count] 3. a 
meeting with a person or thing: a brief encounter on the 
street. 4. a meeting of people or groups in conflict: a 
fierce encounter with the enemy. 

en-cour-age (en kir/ij, -kur/-) /en'karid3, -'kar-/ v., 
-aged, -ag-ing. 1. to inspire with courage, spirit, or con- 
fidence to do something: [~ + obj]: She encouraged 
him with kind words throughout the ordeal. [~ + obj + 
to + verb): Letters of support encouraged the mayor to 
run again. 2. [~ + obj) to stimulate by guidance, ap- 
proval, etc.: Your faith encourages me. 3. [~ + obj] to 
foster; help bring about: Such unkind remarks only en- 
courage prejudice. —en-cour/age-ment, n. [noncount) 
en-ecroach (en kroch’) /en'krowtf/ v. [~ + on/upon + 
obj) to intrude upon the property or rights of another, 
esp. gradually or secretly: Wiretapping encroaches on our 
right to privacy. —en-croach’/ment, n. [noncount; 
count) 

en-crust-ed (en krus/tid) /en'krastid/ adj. covered with 
hard coating or crust: an old car encrusted with dirt. 
en-cum-ber (en kum/bar) /en'kambor/ v. [~ + obj] to 
weigh down; burden: The hiker was encumbered by a 
heavy backpack. 

en-cum-brance (en kum/brəns) /en'kambrans/ n. 
[count] something that weighs down or burdens. 
en-cyceli-cal (en sik/li kəl, -si7kli-) /en'siklikal, -'sayklı-/ 
n. [count] a letter from the pope to the bishops of the 
church. See -cycle-. 

en-cy-clo-pe-di-a or en-cy-clo-pae-di-a (en si/klo- 
pe/dé ə) /en,sayklo'piydiyoa/ n. [count], pl. -dias. a book 
or set of books containing articles on various topics, usu- 
ally in alphabetical arrangement, covering all branches of 
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knowledge or all aspects of one subject. —en-cy-clo- 
pe/dic, adj. See -CYCLE-, -PED-*. 

end (end) /end/ n. [count] 1. the last part; extremity: the 
two ends of a rope; the west end of town. 2. a point that 
indicates the full extent of something; limit: walked from 
end to end of the city. 3. the concluding part; conclu- 
sion; last point: We are finally at the end of winter. 4. an 
intention or aim: using evil means to achieve their ends. 
5. an outcome; a result: What will be the end of all this 
arguing? 6. death, destruction, or ruin: This means the 
end of our hopes. 7. a piece or part left over; remnant: 
threw the end of his cigarette over the side. 8. a share or 
part: She takes care of the business end, and I take care 
of the public relations. —v. 9. to (cause to) come to an 
end: conclude; terminate: [no obj]: The concert ended 
and the crowd went home. The book ends on page 364. 
[~ + obj: The chairman ended the meeting at ten 
o'clock. 10. [~ + obj] to form the end of: Those re- 
marks ended her speech. 11. [~ + obj] to cause the 
death or destruction of: The fire ended their lives. 12. 
[noun + to + ~ + all to surpass or go beyond: a storm 
to end all storms. 13. end in, [~ + in + obj] to result: 
The battle ended in a victory. 14. end up, [no obj] to 
reach a final state or condition: / erided up tired, hungry, 
and broke. [~ + up + verb-ing): We ended up parking 
many blocks away. —adj. [before a noun) 15. final or ul- 
timate: The end result is the same. —Idiom. 16. at 
the end of one’s rope or tether, at the end of one’s 
resources, patience, or strength. 17. end to end, in a 
row with ends touching: to line up the playing cards end 
to end. 18. go off the deep end, to lose emotional 
control; behave irrationally. 19. in the end, finally; after 
all: We kept coming back to that car and in the end we 
bought it. 20. keep or hold one’s end up, [no obj] to 
perform one’s part or share adequately: /f you can hold 
your end up we'll finish on time. 21. make (both) ends 
meet, to manage to live on one’s income: trying to make 
both ends meet with two jobs. 22. no end, very much or 
many: We were pleased no end by the enthusiastic re- 
sponse. 23. on end, a. with one end down; upright: to 
stand a box on end. b. continuously: to talk for hours on 
end. 24. put an end to, [~ + obj] to terminate; finish: 
Let's put an end to this constant arguing. 

en-dan-ger (en dan/jar) /en'deynd3ar/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to expose to danger: to endanger one's life. 2. to 
threaten (an animal or plant species) with extinction. 
—en-dan/ger-ment, n. [noncount] 

endan/gered spe/cies, n. [count] a species of plant 
or animal at risk of extinction because of human activity, 
changes in climate, etc., esp. when it is officially desig- 
nated as such by a governmental or international agency. 

en-dear (en dēr/) /en'diər/ v. [~ + obj + to + obf) to 
make beloved: He endeared himself to us with his gentle 
ways. —en-dear/ing, adj.: an endearing Smile on her 
lips. —en-dear/ingely, adv. 

en-deav-or (en dev/or) /en'devar/ v. [~ + to + verb) 1. 
to exert oneself to do or effect something: make an ef- 
fort; strive; try: He always endeavored to be on time. —n. 
2. a strong effort; attempt: [yoncount): a new field of en- 
deavor. [count]: The boy made an honest endeavor to do 
the right thing. Also, esp. Brit., enedeav/our. 

en-dem-ic (en demik) /en'demik/ adj. characteristic of 
or confined to a particular place or people: an endemic 
disease; a species of bat endemic to Mexico. 

ending (en/ding) /‘endin/ n. [count] 1. the final or con- 
cluding part; end: The best part of the book is the end- 
ing. 2. a part at the end of a word, esp. a suffix, such as 
the -s in cuts. 

enedive (en/div, än dév’) /‘endayv, an'diyv/ n. a plant 
having often curly-edged leaves used in salads. 

end-less (end/lis) /‘endlis/ adj. 1. having or seeming to 
have no end; boundless: an endless highway throngh the 
open desert. 2. not stopping or ceasing; incessant: the 
endless noise of construction work. —end/lessely, adv. 
—end/less-ness, n. [noricount]) —Syn. See ETERNAL. 

en-dorse (en dors’) /en'dors/ v. [~ + obj], -dorsed, 
-dors-ing. 1. to express or give approval or support of, 
esp. publicly: fo endorse a political candidate. 2. to des- 
ignate oneself as receiver of by signing: Endorse the 
check on the other side. —en-dors/er, n. [count] 

en-dorse-ment (en dôrs/mənt) /en'dorsmont/ n. the act 
of expressing or giving public support to a candidate, an 
idea, etc.: [count]: endorsements from party leaders. 
[noncount): He promised full endorsement of the plan. 

en-dow (en dou’) /en'daw/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to provide 
with a permanent fund or source of income, as by a do- 
nation: An alumna endowed her college with a million 


257 


dollars. 2. to furnish, as with some talent, faculty, or 
quality; equip: Nature endowed him with a beautiful 
voice. —en-dow/ment, #7. (count; noncount) 

en-dur-ance (en dddr’ans, -dyðór/-) /en'dorans, -'dyur-/ 
n. [noncount] the ability to continue or last, esp. despite 
fatigue, stress, etc.; stamina: Sailing across the Atlantic 
Ocean by oneself requires great endurance. See -pur-. 

en-dure (en door’, -dydor’) /en'dor, -'dyur/ v., -dured, 
-dur-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to hold out against; bear patiently 
or without complaint; undergo: | could hardly endure the 
heat. 2. [no obj] to continue to exist; last: The rmusic of 
Bach has endured through the ages. —en-dur/ing, adj.: 
deep and enduring affection. See -our-. 

end-ways (end/waz’) /'end,weyz/ also end/wise/ 
(-wiz’) /-,wayz/ adv. 1. on end. 2. with the end upward 
or forward. 

en-eema (en/a mə) /'enamod/ n., pl. -mas. 1. [count] the 
injection of a fluid into the rectum to empty the bowels. 
2. [noncount] the fluid injected. 

en-eemy (en/a mē) /‘enomiy/ n., pl. -mies, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a person who hates or wishes harm to an- 
other; a hostile opponent. 2. one who opposes someone 
or something; opponent; adversary: enemies of the state. 
3. [usually singular; the + ~) an opposing military force: 
To stop the advance of the enemy, they positioned sev- 
eral tank divisions near the river. —adj. [before a noun) 
4. being or belonging to an enemy: enemy aircraft. 

en-er-get-ic (en/or jet/ik) /enar'd3etik/ adj. possessing 
or showing energy; active: energetic exercise; an ener- 
getic personality. —en/er-get/i-cal-ly, adv.: bustling en- 
ergetically froin rooin to room. 

en-er-gize (en/ar jiz’) /‘enar,d3ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -gized, 
-giz-ing. to give energy to. —en/er-giz/er, n. [count] 

en-eregy (enər jé) /'enərd3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 1. [non- 
count] the capacity or power for vigorous activity: / felt 
such energy that | jogged three miles. 2. Often, ener- 
gies. [p/ura/] an exertion of such power; effort: She threw 
all her energies into the job. 3. [noncount] Physics. the 
capacity to do work. Symbol: E 4. [noncount] any source 
of usable power, as fossil fuel, nuclear fission, electricity, 
or solar radiation. 


en-er-vate (en’ar vat’) /‘enor,veyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. to deprive of force or strength; 
weaken. 


en-fee-bled (en fé/bald) /en'fiybald/ adj. made feeble: 
enfeebled by hunger. —en-fee/ble-ment, n. [noncount] 

en-fold (en fold’) /en'f owld/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to wrap up; 
envelop; surround: enfolded in a blanket; events en- 
folded in inystery. 2. to hug or clasp; embrace: She en- 
folded me in her arms. 

en-force (en fôrs/, -fors’) /en'fors, -'fowrs/ v. [~ + 
obj], -forced (-forst’, -fOrst’) /-'forst, -'f owrst/ -forc-ing. 
1. to put or keep in force; force obedience to: The police 
tried to enforce the new law. 2. to obtain by force; com- 
pel: fo enforce obedience. —en-forced’, adj.: an en- 
forced curfew. —en-force’/ment, n. [noncount] 

en-fran-chise (en fran/chiz) /en'frentfayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -chised, -chis-ing. to admit to citizenship, esp. to 
the right of voting. —en-fran’chise-ment, n. [non- 
count] —en-fran/chis-er, n. [count] 

en-gage (en gaj’) /en'gcyd3/ v., -gaged, -gag-ing. 1. to 
occupy the attention or efforts of; involve: [~ + obj + in 
+ obj): He engaged his daughter in conversation. [~ + 
in + obj): He engaged in politics for many years. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to hire; arrange for (someone) to provide a spe- 
cial service: to engage a lifeguard for the beach. 3. [~ + 
obj] to attract and hold fast: The book engaged my at- 
tention, 4. [~ + obj] to enter into conflict with: The army 
engaged the enemy. 5. (of gears or the like) to interlock 
or cause to become interlocked: [~ + obj]: He engaged 
the clutch and sped off. [no obj]: The clutch engaged 
and the car sped off. 

en-gaged (en gajd’) /en'geyd3d/ adj. pledged to be 
married: an engaged couple. 

en-gage-ment (en gaj’mant) /en'geyd3moant/ n. [count] 
1. the act of engaging or the state of being engaged. 2. 
an appointment or arrangement to be somewhere or do 
something at a particular time: a dinner engagernent. He 
was late for his business engagernent. 3. an agreement 
to marry: They announced their engagernent in the 
newspaper. 4. a period or post of employment: The 
singer had a two-week engagement at a nightclub. 

en-gen-der (en jen/dar) /en'd3endar/ v. [~ + obj] to 
produce, cause, or give rise to: Heavy rains engender 
floods. See -GEN-. 

en-gine (en/jan) /‘end3on/ n. [count] 1. a machine for 
converting heat energy into mechanical energy or power 
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in order to produce force and motion. 2. a railroad loco- 
motive. 

en-gieneer (en/ja nēr/) /end3a'nior/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who is trained in any of various branches of engi- 
neering: a civil engineer; an electrical engineer. 2. a per- 
son who operates or is in charge of a railroad 
locomotive. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to plan, build, construct, or 
manage as an engineer: This bridge is engineered for 
heavy traffic. 4. to arrange, manage, or carry through by 
skillful or clever means: Ie engineered the election of his 
friend. 

en-gi-neer-ing (en/ja nér/ing) /end3a'niorin/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the practical application of science and mathe- 
matics, as in the design and construction of machines, 
vehicles, structures, roads, and systems. 2. the work or 
profession of an engineer. 

English (ing/glish, -lish) /‘inglf, -lif/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to England. 2. of or relating to the lanquage spoken 
in England, the United States, Canada, Australia, and 
other countries. —n. 3. (plural; the + ~; used with a phi- 
ral verb] the people born or living in England. 4. [non- 
count] the language spoken in England, the United 
States, Canada, Australia, and other countries. 

Eng-lisheman (ing/glish mən, -lish-) /‘inglifmon, -lf-/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a person born or living in England, 
esp. a man. 

Eng-lishewomean (ing’glish wdom/an, -lish-) /'ip- 
glif,womon, -lif-/ n. [count], pl -womeen. a woman 
born or living in England. 

en-grave (en grav’) /en'greyv/ v. [~ + obj], -graved, 
-grav-ing. 1. to cut or etch (letters, designs, etc.) into a 
hard surface, as of metal, stone, or wood: The jeweler 
engraved a beautiful design on the ring. 2. to mark or 
Ornament with cut or etched letters, designs, etc.: She 
engraved the ring with his name. 3. to print from a sur- 
face that has been cut or etched. 4. to impress deeply: 
The beautifirl image is engraved in iny rnemory. —en+ 
grav/a-ble, adj. —en-grav/er, n. [count] 

en-grav-ing (en gra/ving) /en'greyvin/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act or art of a person who engraves. 2. [count] an 
engraved design, impression, or print. 

en-gross (en gros’) /en'grows/ v. [~ + obj] to occupy 
the mind or one’s attention completely; absorb: Cross- 
word puzzles engrossed him for hours. 

en-gulf (en gulf’) /en'galf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to swallow 
up; cover up: The stormy sea engulfed the ship. 2. to 
overwhelm or envelop completely: The orchestra en- 
gulfed him in glorious sound. —en-gulf/ment, n. [non- 
count] 

en-hance (en hans’) /en'hens/ v. [~ + obj], -hanced, 
-hanc-ing. to increase the value, attractiveness, or qual- 
ity Of; improve: A fine wine will enhance a delicious rneal. 
—en-hance/ment, n. [noncoimnt; cont] 

e-nigema (ə nig’ms) /a'nigma/ n. [count], pi. -mas. 1. a 
puzzling event, situation, or person. 2. a riddle. 

en-joy (en joi’) /en'd3oy/ v. 1. to take pleasure in; expe- 
rience with joy: [~ + obj]: The audience enjoyed the new 
opera. [~ + verb-ing]: | enjoy walking froin the train to 
school. 2. [~ + obj] to have the benefit of; have and use 
with satisfaction: They enjoy one of the world’s highest 
standards of living. 3. [no obj; often in a suggestion] In- 
formal. to enjoy oneself: Heres your dinner; enjoy! 
—Idiom. 4. enjoy oneself, to experience pleasure; 
have a good time; have fun: Did you enjoy yourself at the 
party? — Related Words. ENJoy is a verb, ENJOYABLE is 
an adjective, ENJOYMENT is a noun: / enjoy old miovies. 
Those days at the beach were enjoyable times. We 
Shared a lot of erjjoyrnent back then. ——Usage. The 
verb ENJOY usually takes an object, except for the very in- 
formal use of definition 3, where it is often used as a re- 
quest or suggestion; for this meaning, enjoy yourself is 
still more usual. Note also that enjoy may be followed by 
the -ing form of a verb: | enjoy hiking/ninning/walking, 
but not by the infinitive, or to + verb form. tt differs 
therefore from Like, a verb with similar meaning, which 
may take either the -ing form or the to + verb form. 

en-joy-a-ble (en joi’a bal) /en'd3oyabal/ adj. giving joy 
or pleasure; pleasant: an enjoyable day at the beach. 

en-joys-ment (en joi/mant) /en'dzoymont/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a feeling of joy or pleasure. 2. [count] an activity 
that gives joy or pleasure: life's little enjoyrnents. 

en-large (en larj/) /en'lard3/ v., -larged, -larg-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) become larger; add (to): [no obj]: That photo- 
graph will not enlarge well. [~ + obj]: to enlarge images 
50 times the original size. 2. [~ + orm/upon + obj] to 
add more information: The lecturer enlarged ipon her 
topic. —en-large/a-ble, adj. —en-larg/er, n. [count] 
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en-large-ment (en lärj/mənt) /en'lard3mont/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the state or condition of having increased. 2. 
[count] something that is added on: built an enlargement 
to the house. 3. [count] a photographic print that has 
been made larger than the original. 

enlight-en (en lit/n) /en'laytn/ v. [~ + obj] to give in- 
tellectual understanding or knowledge to; instruct: fo en- 
lighten students. —en-light/en-ment, n. ([noncount) 

en-list (en list’) /en'hist/ v. 1. [no obj] to join the armed 
forces: As soon as war broke out he enlisted. 2. [~ + 
obj] to persuade (someone) to sign up for military serv- 
ice: The Army recruiter enlists new soldiers. 3. [~ + obj) 
to obtain (a person, services, aid, etc.) for a cause or en- 
terprise: They enlisted our support. —enelist/er, n. 
[count] 

en-listement (en list?mant) /en'listmant/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of enlisting or the state of being enlisted. 
2. [count] the period of time for which a person enlists. 

ensliveen (en li4van) /en'layvan/ v. [~ + obj] to make 
active or lively; give life to; brighten; animate: His jokes 
enlivened the party. —en-liv”enement, n. (noncount] 

en-mesh (en mesh’) /en'mef/ v. [~ + obj) to catch in or 
as if in a net; entangle: He was enmeshed in financial dif- 
ficulties. —enemesh’ment, n. (noncount) 

en-mi-ty (en/mi tē) /‘enmitiy/ n., pl. -ties. a feeling of 
bitter hostility or hatred; ill will: [poncount): Despite the 
truce, enmity remains between the two countries. 
[count]: tribal enmities that go back hundreds of years. 

enenui (än we’) /an'wiy/ n. [noncount) a feeling of wea- 
riness and boredom. 

e-noremiety (i nôr/mi tē) /i'‘normitiy/ n, pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount) outrageous or evil character: We couldn't be- 
lieve the enormity of the crime. 2. [count] something 
outrageous or evil, as an offense. 3. [noncount) great- 
ness of size or extent; hugeness; immensity: The enor- 
mity of the task was overwhelming. See -NORM-. 

e-nor-mous (i nôr/məs) /i'normas/ adj. much greater or 
larger than the usual: an enormous mansion. —e-nor’- 
mous-ly, adv.: We are enormously proud of you. 
—e-nor/mouseness, n. [Noncount] See -NORM-. 

e-nough (i nuf/) /i'naf/ adj. (before a noun; ~ + for; ~ 
+ to + verb] 1. adequate or sufficient for the purpose: 
[before a noncount noun): Do we have enough water for 
the trip? I think we have enough money to buy that car. 
(before a plural noun): There are enough seats for every- 
one here. —pron. 2. an adequate or sufficient quantity, 
amount, or number: Do you think 60% is enough? [~ + 
ofj: We still have enough of the wine to last for a week or 
two. Enough of us are here to begin the meeting. —adv. 
[after a verb, adverb, or adjective) 3. in a quantity or de- 
gree that is sufficient for a purpose or necessary to Sat- 
isfy a need; sufficiently: You've worked enough; rest for a 
bit. [~ + to + verb): She studied hard enough to pass 
the test. 4. fully or quite: Were ready enough. 5. not 
very, but tolerably or passably; acceptably: He sings well 
enough. —interj. 6. (used to express impatience or an- 
noyance): Enough! Stop fighting! 

en-quire (en kwir’) /en'kway°r/ v., -quired, -quir-ing. 
INQUIRE. 
en-quirsy (en kwier’é, en/kwə rē) /en'kway?riy, ‘enkwo- 
riy/ n., pl. -quir-ies. INQUIRY. See -QUIR-. 
en-rage (en raj’) /en'reyd3/ v. [~ + obj], -raged, -rag- 
ing. to make extremely angry. 
en-rap-ture (en rap/chər) /en'raptfor/ v. [~ + obj] 
-tured, -tur-ing. to delight beyond measure; enchant: 
Her beautiful songs enraptured audiences everywhere. 
enerich (en rich’) /en'ritf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to supply with 
riches or wealth: The development of oil fields enriched 
that country. 2. to supply with a large amount of any- 
thing desirable: new words that have enriched the lan- 
guage. 3. to add greater value or significance to: Art can 
enrich life. 4. to improve in quality, as by adding desira- 
ble or useful ingredients: to enrich soil. The breakfast ce- 
real is enriched with vitamins. —enerich/ment, n. (non- 
count): prograins of educational enrichinent for gifted 
students. 
en-roll or en-rol (en rdl/) /en'rowl/ v., -rolled, -rolling 
or -rol-ling. to (cause to) become a member of a group, 
school, or course: [no obj; (~ + in + obj)): She enrolled 
in business school. [~ + obj + in + obj): They enrolled 
me in the club when I paid the fee. 
enrollment or en-rolkement = (en  rō/mənt) 
/en'rowlmont/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or state of enrol- 
ling or being enrolled. 2. [count] the number of people 
who are registered or enrolled. 
en route (an root’, en, an) /‘an ruwt, en, a/ adv. on or 
along the way: We met thein en route to the party. 


258 


ensconce (en skons/’) /en'skons/ v. [~ + oneself], 
-sconced, -sconc-ing. to settle securely or snugly: The 
kitten was ensconced in an armchair. He ensconced him- 
self in the study to escape from the noise in the living 
room. 

en-sem-ble (än sam/bal, -sämb/, 4n-) /an'sambol, 
-'samb, ã-/ n. [count] 1. all the parts of a thing taken to- 
gether, so that each part is considered in relation to the 
whole: The living room furniture is a striking ensemble. 
2. the entire costume of an individual, esp. when the 
parts are in harmony: She wore a beautiful ensemble 
from Paris. 3. a group of singers, musicians, etc., per- 
forming together: a string ensemble. See -SEMBLE-. 

en-shrine (en shrin’) /en'frayn/ v. [~ + obj] -shrined, 
-shrin-ing. to keep, hold, and protect as sacred: Those 
basic rights are enshrined in the Constitution of the 
United States. —en-shrine/ment, n. [noncount) 

en-eshroud (en shroud’) /en'frawd/ v. [~ + obj] to cover 
completely; conceal: enshrouded in mystery. 

enesign (en/san) /‘enson / n. [count] 1. a flag or banner, 
such as a naval flag used to indicate nationality. 2. the 
lowest commissioned officer in the navy or coast guard. 

enslave (en slav’) /en'sleyv/ v. [~ + obj], -slaved, 
-slav-ing. to put into slavery: a lord who enslaved the 
peasants; enslaved by drugs. —en-slave/ment, n. [non- 
count] —eneslav/er, n. [count] 

en-snare (en snar/) /en'snear/ v. [~ + obj], -snared, 
-snar-ing. to capture or involve in a trap; entrap. —en- 
snare/ment, n. [noncount ] 

en-sue (en sod’) /en'suw/ v. [no obj], -sued, -su'ing. to 
follow in order; come directly afterward: An argument en- 
sued after the meeting. —en-su/ing, adj. [before a 
noun): In the ensuing year business improved. 

en-sure (en shoor’, -shir’) /en'fur, -'fsr/ v. [~ + obj), 
-sured, -sur-ing. 1. to guarantee; make sure: taking 
measures to ensure success. [~ + obj + obj): This letter 
will ensure you an interview. [~ + (that) clause): Come 
early to ensure that you get a seat. 2. to make secure or 
safe: How can a good luck charm ensure your safety? 

-ent, suffix. 1. -ent is attached to some verbs to form 
adjectives with the meaning “doing or performing (the 
action of the verb)”: differ + -ent 7 different. 2. -ent is 
also attached to some verbs to form nouns with the 
meaning “one who does or performs (the action)”: 
stud(y) + -ent 7 student (= one who Studies). See -ANT, 
-ENCE. 

en-tail (en tal’) /en'teyl / v. [~ + obj] to cause or in- 
volve by necessity or as a consequence: This project will 
entail a lot of work. —en-tail/ment, n. [noncount) See 
-TAIL-. 

en-tan-gle (en tang’gal) /en'tangal/ v. [~ + obj), -gled, 
-gling. 1. to make tangled; intertwine: Dolphins were en- 
tangled in the nets. 2. to involve in difficulties; ensnare: 
to be entangled in problems. —en-tan’gle-ment, n. 
[noncount; count] 

en-tente (an tant’) /an'tant/ n. an understanding or 
agreement between nations to follow a particular policy. 

en-ter (en/tar) /'entər/ v. 1. to come or go into: [~ + 
obj): to enter a room. The thought never entered my 
mind. [no obj): Please knock before you enter. 2. [~ + 
obj] to become a member of; join; become involved in: 
to enter the diplomatic corps. 3. [~ + obj] to cause to 
be admitted to or participate in: to enter a horse in a 
race. 4. [~ (+ into) + obj] to share in; have an under- 
standing of: He is able to enter (into) the spirit of the 
competition. 5. [~ + obj] to put forward, submit, or reg- 
ister formally: to enter a bid. The attorney entered an ob- 
jection to the proceedings. 6. [~ (+ on/uporvinto) + 
obj] to make a beginning in: We are entering on a new 
phase in the relationship. 7. enter into, [~ + into + 
obj) a. to participate in: entered into negotiations. b. to 
form a basic or important part or ingredient of; concern: 
Money doesn't enter into the decision. 

en-ter-prise (en/tər priz’) /‘entor,prayz/ n. 1. [count] an 
important, complicated, or difficult undertaking: Attempts 
to reach the South Pole were daring enterprises. 2. (non- 
count] adventurous spirit or ingenuity: showing enter- 
prise in solving the puzzle. 3. (count) a business firm; 
company. 4. [(noncount] a system of doing or organizing 
business: private enterprise. See -PRIS-. 

en-ter-prissing (en/tar pri/zing) /entor,prayzin/ adj. 
having or showing imagination and initiative: an enter- 
prising plan. 

en-ter-tain (en/tar tan’) /entor'teyn/ v. 1. to hold the 
attention of (someone) pleasantly or agreeably; amuse; 
divert: [~ + obj]: The film entertained us most of the af- 
ternoon. [no obj]: computer gaines that entertain as well 
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as educate. 2. to show hospitality to: [~ + obj]: enter- 
faining my parents for the weekend. (no obj): We enter- 
lain on weekends. 3. (~ + obj) to admit into or hold in 
the mind; consider: to entertain an idea. See -TAIN-. 
en-ter-tain-er (en/tar tā/nər) /entar'teynoar/ n. (count) 
a singer, comedian, dancer, or other performer, esp. a 
professional one. See -TAIN-. 

en-ter-tainement (en/tar tān/mənt) /,entar'teynmant/ 
n. 1. [noncount] the act of entertaining, as by providing 
food and hospitality to quests. 2. (noncount)] amuse- 
ment; distraction from one’s regular thoughts: What do 
you do for entertainment? 3. (count) something afford- 
ing pleasure or amusement: plays, concerts, and other 
entertainments. See -TAIN-. 

en-thrall or en-thral (en thrdl/) /en'Orol/ v. [~ + obj), 
-thralled, -thrall-ing or -thral-ling. to capture one’s in- 
terest; captivate: The circus acrobats enthralled the andi- 
ence with daring feats. —en-thrall/ing, adj.: an enthral- 
ling adventure story. —en-thrall/ment, n. [nonconnt] 

en-throne (en thron’) /en'Orown/ v. [~ + obj) 
-throned, -thron-ing. to place on or as if on a throne. 

en-throne/ment, n. [cout] 

en-thuse (en thooz’) /en'Ouwz/ v. [~ + over + obj), 
-thused, -thus-ing. to show enthusiasm: enthursing over 
an exciting new plan. 

en-thuesieasm (en thoo’zé az’am) /en'Ouwziy wezom/ n. 
1. [noncoint) lively, absorbing interest; eager involve- 
ment: We are looking forward to your visit with enthusi- 
asm. Her enthusiasm for the plan was infectious. 2. 
{count} something in which lively, absorbing interest is 
shown; passion: Rock climbing is one of his latest enthu- 


Siasms. —ensthuesieast (en thoo’ze ast’, -ist) 
/en'Buwaiy west, -1st/ n. [count] 
en-thursi-as-tic (en thdo/ze as/tik) /en Quwziy'wstik/ 


adj. greatly interested in or deeply involved: an enthusi- 
astic hockey fan. —en-thu/si-as/tic-al-ly, adv.: She par- 
ticipated enthusiastically in the festivities. —Related 
Words. ENTHUSIASTIC is an adjective, ENTHUSIASM and EN- 
THUSIAST are nouns: They gave us an enthusiastic wel- 
come. We were welcomed with enthusiasm. There were 
some water-polo enthusiasts in the group. 

en-tice (en tis’) /en'tays/ v., -ticed, -tic-ing. to tempt or 
persuade (someone); lure: [~ + obj): Can we entice him 
to the party? [~ + obj + to + verb}: There is a way we 
can entice him to come. [~ + obj + into + obj): We 
managed to entice him into coming. —en-tice’ment, n. 
(count; noncount] —enetic’ing, adj.: It was a very entic- 
ing offer. 

en-tire (en ti?r/) /en'tay®r/ adj. [before a non] having 
all the parts or elements; whole; complete: The entire 
class turned out for the game. His entire career was 
spent in the army. —enetire/ly, adv. —en-tire/ness, n. 
[noncount] —Syn. See COMPLETE. 

en-tire-ty (en ti?r/te  -tiZri-) /en'tay®rtiy -'tayri-/ n. 
[noncount] completeness; the whole: You have to take 
into account the entirety of the situation. | copied the pa- 
per over in its entirety. 

en-ti-tle (en tit/l) /en'taytl/ v., -tled, -tling. 1. {~ + obj 
+ to + obj) to give a right or claim; qualify: The position 
of vice president entitles her to a large office. 2. (~ + 
obj + obj) to call by a particular title or name: Her book 
was entitled “The Early Operas of Mozart.” 

en-ti-tleement (en tit/] mant) /en'taytlmant/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the right to guaranteed benefits under a govern- 
ment program: She has obtained entitlement under the 
program for aid to dependent mothers. 2. (count) a ben- 
efit from such a program: all the entitlements permitted 
under the law. 

en-ti-ty (en/ti tē) /entitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. some- 
thing that exists as a distinct, separate, independent, or 
self-contained unit: Germany was a single entity before 
World War Il, became two entities after the war, and now 
is one entity again. 

en-to-mol-o-gy (en’ta mol’a jé) /enta'molod3iy/ n. 
(noncount) the branch of science dealing with insects. 
—en/to-mol/’o-gist, n. (count) 

en-tourrage (an/too razh’) /antu'ra3/ n. [count] a 
group of associates or assistants, as people traveling with 
an important person: an opera star and her entottrage. 

en-trails (en/tralz, -tralz) /‘entreylz, -tralz/ n. {pluran 
the inner organs of a body, esp. the intestines. 

en-trance’ (en/trans) /‘entrans/ n. 1. (count) the act of 
entering: She made a dramatic entrance into the halt. 2. 
[count] a point or place of entering, as a doorway: The 
store posted a guard at each of the main entrances. 3. 
{noncount] the right, privilege, or permission to enter; 
admission: exams for entrance into college. 
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entrance? (en trans’) /en'trans/ v. [~ + obj), 
-tranced, -tranc-ing. to fill with delight or wonder; en- 
thrall: /¢ was a gift that would entrance any child. 
en-trant (en/trant) /‘entrant/ n. [count] a person who 
takes part in a competition or contest. 

en-trap (en trap’) /en'trap/ v. [~ + obj], -trapped, 
-trap-ping. 1. to catch in or as if in a trap; ensnare. 2. 
to lure into doing something illegal. —en-etrap’ment, n. 
{noncount } 

en-treat (en tret’) /en'triyt/ v. [~ + obj + to + verb] 
to ask (a person) with deep feeling; beg; implore; be- 
seech: to entreat the judge to show mercy. —en-treat/- 
ingely, adv. 

en-treat-y (en trē/tē) /en'triytiy/ n. (count), pl. -treat- 
ies. an act of entreating; plea: an entreaty for mercy. 
en-trée or en-tree (an/tra) /‘antrey/ n. 1. [count] a 
dish served as the main course of a meal. 2. (noncount] 
the privilege or a means of entering; access: gained en- 
trée into the highest reaches of the government. 

en-trench (en trench’) /en'trentf/ v. [~ + obj] to place 
in a position of strength; establish firmly: The yearly mar- 
athon was firmly entrenched in the city. —enetrench/- 
ment, n. [nonconnt]) 

en-tre-pre-neur (än/trə pra nur’, -nddr/) /,antrapra'n3r, 
-'nur/ n. [count] a person who organizes and manages 
an enterprise, esp. a business, usually with considerable 
daring, skill, and financial risk. —en/tre-pre-neur/i-al, 
adj. —en/tre-pre-neur/ship, n. (noncount) 

en-trust (en trust’) /en'trast/ v. 1. [~ + obj + with + 
obj) to give something for safekeeping to (someone): 
She entrusted me with the money. 2. [~ + obj + to + 
obj) to place (something) in trust: She entrusted the 
money to me. —enetrust/ment, n. [noncount ] 

en-try (en/tré) /entriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. (coun the act 
of entering; entrance: the country’s entry into the war. 2. 
[count] a place of entrance, esp. an entrance hall. 3. 
[noncount] entrée; access: She has entry to the highest 
people in government. 4. [count] a statement, item, 
word, etc., entered or recorded in a book, register, list, 
or account: The entries in her diary described every day 
she spent on her trip. 5. [count] a person or thing en- 
tered in a contest or competition: a late entry into the 
race. 

en-twine (en twin’) /en'twayn/ v. -twined, -twin-ing. to 
twine about, around, or together: [no obj): Their arms 
entwined and they skipped off together to the park. [~ + 
obj): She entwined her arm in mine and off we went. 

e-nusmer-ate (i noo’ma rat’, i nyoo’-) /i'nuwma,reyt, 
'nyuw-/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to name one by 
one; list: He enumerated his friend's virtires. —e-enue 
mer-a-ble (i ndo’mar a bal) /i’nuwmoarabal/ adj. —eenue 
mereartion (i noo’ma rā/shən) /t,nuwmoa'reyfon/ n. 
[nonconnt]) —eenu/mer-a/’tor, n. [count] See -NuUN-. 

e-nun-ci-eate (i nun/’sé at’) /i'nansiy,cyt/ v., -ateed, -at 
ing. to utter or pronounce: [~ + obj): She enunciates 
her words Clearly. (no obj): trying to enunciate Clearly. 
—e-nun-ciea-tion (e nun/sé a’shan) /e,nansiy'eyfan/ n. 
(noncount] See -NUNC-. 

en-vel-op (en vel/ap) /en'velap/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to wrap 
up in or as if in a covering: She enveloped me in her 
arms. 2. to surround entirely: Fog had enveloped the 
town. —en-vel/op-er, n. [count] —en-vel’op-ment, n. 
(noncount] 

en-ve-lope (en/va lop’, an/-) /‘enva,lowp, 
[count] a flat paper container, as for a letter. 

en-vieaeble (en/’vé a bal) /'enviyabal/ adj. worthy of 
envy: an enviable record of achievements. —en-viea-bly 
(en/vé a ble) /enviyabliy/ adv. 

en-vieous (en/vée as) /‘enviyas/ adj. full of, feeling, or ex- 
pressing envy: The losing players cast envious glances at 
the winning team. (be + ~ + of}: She was envious of 
her friend's good luck. —en/vi-ous-ly, adv. —en/ vious. 
ness, n. (noncount] 

en-vieron-ment (en vi7ran ment, -vi/arn-) 
/en'vayronmant, -'vayorn-/ n. 1. [comnt] social and cul- 
tural surroundings; milieu: bringing up children in a safe 
environment. 2. the external factors and forces sur- 
rounding and affecting an organism, person, or popula- 
tion: [count] Sharks have adapted to their environment. 
[noncound) Is evolution shaped by environment, or is en- 
vironment shaped by evolition? (count: usually singular; 
the + ~] Legislation was enacted to save the environ- 
ment from pollution. — Syn. ENVIRONMENT, 
SURROUNDINGS, AMBIANCE, SETTING refer to the objects, 
conditions, or circumstances that influence the life of an 
individual or community. ENVIRONMENT may refer to physi- 
cal or to social and cultural surroundings: Me grew nup in 


'an-/ n. 
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an environment of affectionate adults. SURROUNDINGS are 
the physical elements around a person, as the place 
where a person lives: The inn was located in a town with 
mountainous surroundings. AMBIANCE applies to the 
mood or tone of the surroundings: The cozy restaurant 
had an ambiance of ease, friendliness, and elegance. 
SETTING tends to highlight the person or thing surrounded 
by or set against a background: The mansion was a 
lovely setting for a wedding. 

en-vieronemen-tal (en vi/ran = men/tal, — -vi/arn-) 
/en,vayron'mental, -,vayorn-/ adj. [before a noun] of or 
relating to the external environment: environmental pol- 
Intion. —en-vi/ron-men/talely, adv. 

en-vieronemenetal-ist (en vi/ran men/tl ist, -vi’orn-) 
/en,vayron'mentlist, -,vayarn-/ n. [count] 1. an expert on 
environmental problems. 2. a person who advocates 
protection of natural resources. —en-vi/ron-men/tal- 
ism, n. [noncount) 

enevierons (en vi/ranz, -vi/arnz) /en'vayranz, -'vayornz/ 
n. (plural) surrounding parts or districts: New York City 
and its environs. 

en-viseage (en viz/ij) /en'vizid3/ v. [~ + obj), -aged, 
-ag-ing. to imagine happening; visualize; envision: We 
envisage an era of great scientific discoveries. See -vis-. 

eneviesion (en vizh’an) /en'vizan/ v. [~ + obj) to picture 
in the mind, esp. some future event or events; imagine 
happening: He envisioned a shopping mall taking over 
the park. See -vis-. 

en-voy (en/voi, an/-) ‘envoy, 'an-/ n. [count] 1. a diplo- 
matic representative ranking next below an ambassador. 
2. an official messenger or representative. 

enevy (en/ve) /'enviy/ n., pl. -vies, v., -vied, -vysing. 
—n. [noncount] 1. a feeling of discontent caused by a 
desire for another’s advantages or achievements; jeal- 
ousy. 2. (the + ~ + of] an object of envious feeling: Her 
excellent grades made her the envy of her classmates. 
—yv. 3. to look at with envy; be envious or jealous of: [~ 
+ obj (+ for + obj)): We envied him for his success. aaa 
+ obj + obj): We envied them their wealth, ——Syn. 
envy and Jealousy are very close in meaning. envy de- 
notes a longing to possess something awarded to or 
achieved by another: to feel envy at another's good luck. 
JEALOUSY, On the other hand, denotes a feeling of resent- 
ment because another has gained something that one 
more rightfully deserves: to feel jealousy when a Co- 
worker receives a promotion. JEALOUSY also refers to an- 
guish that is caused by fear of losing someone or some- 
thing to a rival: a husband's jealousy of other men. 

en-zyme (en/zim) /‘enzaym/ n. [count] a protein sub- 
stance from living cells that is capable of producing cer- 
tain chemical changes in plants and animals, as in diges- 
tion. 

eon (Zən, Zon) /‘iyan, ‘iyon/ n. [count] an extremely 
long period of time. 

EPA, an abbreviation of: 
Agency. 

ep-au-let or ep-au-lette (ep/a let’, ep/a let’) /‘epa,let, 
.cpa'let/ n. [count] an ornamental shoulder piece, esp. 
on a uniform. 

e-phem-ereal (i fem/ar al) /i'femaral/ adj. lasting a very 
short time; short-lived; transitory: the ephemeral joys of 
youth. 

ep-ic (ep/ik) /‘epik/ adj. 1. of or relating to an epic. 2. of 
unusually great size or extent: an earthquake of epic 
dimensions. —n. [count] 3. a long poem in a formal 
style, usually about heroic events or great adventure. 4. 
a novel, film, etc., resembling or suggesting an epic. 
ep-i-cen-ter (epa sen/tar) /‘epa,sentoar/ n. (count) 1. a 
point, directly above the true center of an earthquake, 
from which its shock waves appear to spread. 2. a point 
of focus, as of activity; center. Also, esp. Brit., ep/iecen/- 
tre. 

epicure (ep/i kyddér’) /'epi,kyor/ n. [count] a person 
who develops a careful, refined taste, esp. in food and 
wine. 

ep-iedemeic (ep/i denvik) /,epi'demik/ n. [count] 1. an 
occurrence of a disease affecting many individuals and 
spreading from person to person quickly. 2. a rapid in- 
crease in the occurrence of something: an epidemic of 
brush fires. —adj. 3. (before a noun) of or resembling an 
epidemic: a crime wave of epidemic proportions. 
ep/i-der/mis, n. (noncount] the outermost layer of the 
skin. —ep/i-der/mal, ep’i-der/mic, adj. 

ep-iegram (ep/i gram’) /epigram/ n. (count) a short 
and witty saying or poem: One of his favorite epigrams is 
"A picture is worth a thousand words.” See -GRAN-. 
ep-i-lep-sy (ep/a lep’sé) /'epalepsiy/ n. [noncomsit) a 
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disorder of the nervous system in which the victim suffers 
from either mild, occasional loss of attention or sleepi- 
ness, or from severe convulsions with loss of conscious- 
ness. 

epileptic (ep/a lep/tik) /,epa'leptik/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. of or relating to epilepsy: an epileptic seizure. 
—n. [count] 2. a person suffering from epilepsy. 

ep-ielogue or ep-i-log (epa lôg”, -log’) /'epa,log, -,10g/ 
n. [count] a concluding part added to a book, story, or 
play. See -LoG-. 

E-pis-co-paslian (i pis’ke pal’yan) /1,piska'peylyan/ adj. 
1. of or relating to the Episcopal Church of the United 
States, descended from the Church of England. —n. 
[count] 2. a member of the Episcopal Church. —E-pis’- 
co-pa/lian-ism, n. [noncount) 

ep-issode (ep’a sod’) /'cpa,sowd/ n. [count] 1. an inci- 
dent in the course of a series of events, or in a person's 
life or experience: His wife's death was a dark episode in 
his life. 2. an incident, scene, etc., within a story, usually 
fully developed and connected with the main story: "The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer” has many humorous epi- 
sodes. 3. an individual program in a radio or television 
series. 

ep-i-taph (ep/i taf’) /‘epi,teaf/ n. [count] words carved on 
a tomb or monument in memory of the person buried 
there. 

ep-i-thet (ep’a thet’) /‘epa,8et/ n. [count] 1. a charac- 
terizing word or phrase added to or used in place of the 
name of a person or thing: William, Duke of Normandy, 
had the epithet “the Conqueror.” 2. a word, phrase, or 
expression used as a term of abuse or contempt. 

e-pit-o-me (i pita mē) /I'pitamiy/ n. (count; the + ~ + 
of] a person or thing that is typical of a whole class of 
things: She is the epitome of kindness. See -TOM-. 

ep-och (ep’ak; esp. Brit. @/pok) /‘epak; esp. Brit. 
liypok/ n. [count] 1. a period of time marked by note- 
worthy features or events: an epoch of peace. 2. a divi- 
sion of geologic time. —ep/ocheal, adj. 

ep-oxey (i pok/sé) /i'poksiy/ n., pl. -ox-ies, v., -ox-ied, 
-ox-yeing. —n. [count] 1. Also called epox’y res/in. a 
substance used chiefly in making strongly adhesive glue, 
coatings, and castings. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to bond (two 
materials) by means of an epoxy resin. 

eq., an abbreviation of: 1. equal. 2. equivalent. 

-equa- or -equi-, root. -equa-, -equi- comes from Latin, 
where it has the meaning “equal; the same.” This mean- 
ing is found in such words aS: EQUABLE, EQUAL, EQUALIZE, 
EQUILIBRIUM, EQUINOX, EQUITY, EQUIVOCAL, INEQUALITY, INEQ- 
UITY. 

eq-uaeble (ek/wa bal, é/kwa-) /'ckwabal, 'iykwə-/ adj. 1. 
changing very little; uniform: an equable climate. 2. 
calm; even-tempered: an equable disposition. See 
-EQUA-. 

e-qual (é/kwal) /‘iykwoal/ adj., n., v, equaled, e-qual- 
ing or (esp. Brit.) equalled, e-qual-ling. —adj. 1. the 
same or alike in quantity, degree, value, etc.: The two 
men were of equal height. Two plus two is equal to four. 
2. evenly balanced: an equal contest. 3. [be + ~ + to] 
having adequate powers, ability, or means; suited: /’m 
sure she will be equal to the task. —n. [count] 4. a per- 
son or thing that is equal: We always considered each 
other equals. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to be or become equal 
to: Two plus two equals four. 6. to make or do some- 
thing equal to: The younger daughter tried hard to equal 
her older sister's achievements. See -EQUA-. 

e-qual-i-ty (i kwa/li tē) /i'kwalitiy/ n. [noncount) the 
state or condition of being equal. 

e-qualeize (é/kwa liz’) /‘iykwa,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-izeing. to make equal. —e-qual-i-za-tion (€/kwə lə za/- 
shen) /,iykwala'zeyfan/ n. [noncount) See -EQUA-. 

equally (é/kwal é) /‘iykwoaliy/ adv. 1. to the same de- 
gree: They love their two children equally. 2. into parts 
that are equal: We divided the candy equally. 

e’qual opportu/nity, n. [noncount) policies and 
practices, esp. in employment, that bar discrimination 
based on race, color, age, sex, religion, mental or physi- 
cal handicap, or national origin. 

e/qual sign’ or e’quals sign’, n. [count] the symbol 
=) used, esp. in a mathematical or logical expression, 
to indicate that the terms it separates are equal. 

e-quaenimeiety (2/kwa nim/i tē, ek/wa-) /,iykwo'nimitiy, 
ekwo-/ n. [noncount]) composure, esp. under tension; 
evenness of temper. 

e-quate (i kwat/) /i'kweyt/ v, equated, e-quat-ing. to 
consider or treat as equivalent: [~ + obj + with + obj): 
trying to equate experience with wisdom. [~ + obj + 
and + obj): You can't equate profitability and investment. 
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e-qua-tion (i kwa/zhan) /i'kwey3ən/ n. [count] an ex- 
pression or a proposition in mathematics or logic, stating 
that two quantities are equal. See -EQUA-. 

e-qua-tor (i kwa/tor) /i'kweytor/ n. [count] an imaginary 
line that is thought of as circling the earth and is the 
same distance from the North Pole and South Pole. 

e-qua-torrieal (@/kwa tôr/ē al, -tōr/-, ek/wa-) /iyk- 
wo'toriyal, -'towr-, .ekwa-/ adj. 1. of or near the equa- 
tor: equatorial regions. 2. typical of the region around 
the equator: equatorial heat. 

e-ques-tri-an (i kwes/tré an) /i'kwestriyon/ adj. (before 
a noun) of or relating to horseback riding or horseback 
riders: equestrian Skill. 

e-qui-dis-tant (é/kwi distant, ek/wi-) /,iykwi'distont, 
ickwi-/ adj. (usually: be + ~) equally distant: The two 
cities are equidistant from here. 

e-qui-lat-er-al (é/kwa lat/ar al, ek’wa-) /,iykwo'letoral, 
ickwo-/ adj. having all the sides equal: an equilateral tri- 
angle. See -Lat-?. 

e-quiclibsritum (ē€/kwə lib/rē əm, ek/wa-) /iyk- 
wə'hbriyom, ,ekwo-/ n. [noncount] 1. a state of rest or 
balance between opposing forces, powers, or influences. 
2. mental or emotional balance; equanimity. See -EQUA-, 
-LIBRA-. 

e-quine (@/kwin, ek/win) /‘iykwayn, ‘ekwayn/ adj. of or 
resembling a horse. 

@-quienox (é/kwa noks’, ek/wa-) /‘iykwo,noks, '‘ekwo-/ r. 
[count] one of the times when the sun crosses the 
earth’s equator, making night and day of approximately 
equal length all over the earth and occurring about 
March 21 and September 22. See -EQUA-, -NOC-. 

e-quip (i kwip’) /i'kwip/ v., equipped, e-quip-ping. 1. 
to provide with what is needed for use or for an under- 
taking; supply (with); provide: [~ + obj] to equip a safari. 
[Z + obj + with + obj): The computer is equipped with 
a modem. [~ + obj + for + obj): They are not properly 
equipped for a long clinib. 2. to provide (someone) with 
adequate intellectual or emotional resources: [~ + obj 
+ for + obj): Those children are not equipped for such 
difficult math. [~ + obj + to + verb): Nothing in our ex- 
perience has equipped us to deal with such misfortune. 

e-quip-ment (i kwip’moant) /i'kwipmont/ n. [noncount) 
the articles and implements used or needed for a certain 
purpose or activity: office equipment. 

eq-ui-ta-ble (ek/wi tə bal) /‘ekwitobol/ adj. fair and im- 
partial; just: equitable treatment of all citizens. —eq.ui. 
ta-bly (ek/wi tə blé) /‘ekwitobliy/ adv.: settled the argu- 
ment equitably. See -EQUA-. 

eq-ui-ty (ek/wi tē) /'ckwitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount) 
the quality of being fair or impartial; fairness. 2. the 
monetary value of a property or business beyond any 
amounts that are owed on it: [norcourit]: The landlord 
has more than $35,000 equity in that building. (count): 
Since they paid off their mortgage, they now have an eq- 
nity equal to the value of the house. See -EQuaA-. 

equiv., an abbreviation of: 1. equivalence. 2. equivalent. 

e-qui-val-ence (i kwiv’a lans) /i'kwivolons/ n. the act or 
condition of being the same or equal in value, measure, 
force: [noncount}: demanding equivalence in treatment. 
[count]: An equivalence was fourid between the two 
chemical reactions. 

e-quiv-a-lent (i kwiv’a lant) /i'kwivolont / adj. 1. having 
equivalence. —n. [count] 2. something equivalent: That 
car cost the equivalent of a year’s salary. —e-quiv/a> 
lentely, adv. See -EQUA-, -VAL-. 

e-quiv-o-cal (i kwiv’a kal) /'kwivokal/ adj. 1. deliber- 
ately vague; allowing the possibility of more than one 
meaning or interpretation: an equivocal answer. 2. of 
doubtful nature or character; questionable: Ours was an 
equivocal victory because we lost so many mier. See 
-EQUA-, -VOC-. 

e-quiv-o-cate (i kwiv/a kat’) /i'kwiva,keyt/ v. [no obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to use ambiguous or unclear expres- 
sions, usually to mislead or to avoid commitment. 
—e-quiv-o-castion (i kwiv’a ka’shan) /i,kwiva'keyfon/ n. 
[noncount; count) 

ER or E.R., an abbreviation of: emergency room. 

-er’, suffix. 1. -er is attached to verbs to form nouns with 
the meanings “a person, animal or thing that performs 
the action of the verb” or “the person, animal or thing 
used in performing the action of the verb”: teach + -er 
~ teacher (= a person who teaches), fertilize + -er 7 
fertilizer (= a thing that is used to fertilize) 2. -er is also 
attached to nouns to form new nouns that refer to the 
occupation, work, or labor of the root noun: hat + -er ~ 
hatter (= one whose work is making hats); roof + -er ~ 
roofer (= one whose occupation is repairing roofs). 3. 
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-er is also attached to nouns to form new nouns that re- 
fer to the place of origin, or the dwelling place, of the 
root noun: /fcelarid + -er ~ Icelander (= a person wlio 
originally comes from Iceland); southern + -er ~ south- 
erner (= a person who originally comes from, or lives in, 
the south). Compare -IER, -OR. 

-er’, suffix. -er is regularly used to form the comparative 
form of short adjectives and adverbs: Hard + -er 7 
larder; small + -er ~ smaller; fast + -er ~ faster. 

e-ra (ēra, era) /'iərə, ‘era/ n. [count], pl. eras. 1. a 
period of time marked by special character, events, etc.; 
the period of time to which anything belongs. 2. a sys- 
tem of chronologic notation reckoned from a given date: 
The Christian era starts at the birth of Christ. 3. a major 
division of geologic time. 

e-rad-i-cate (i rad/i kat’) /'radikeyt/ v. [~ + obj]. 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to remove or destroy completely: a 
new vaccine for eradicating mieasles. —e-rad-i-ca-tion 
(i rad/i ka’shan) /i,reedi'keyfan/ n. [noncount] —e-rad/ic 
ca/tor, n. (count) 

e-rase (i ras’) /i'reys/ v. [~ + obj], erased, e-ras-ing. 
1. to rub or scrape out: to erase pencil niarks. 2. to re- 
move; eliminate: couldit erase the scene from her 
memory. —e-ras/a-ble, adj. See -RASE-. 

e-ras-er (i ra’sar) /'reysər/ n. [count] a device, as a 
piece of rubber or cloth, for erasing marks of pencil, 
chalk, etc. See illustration at scHooL. 

e-rect (i rekt’) /i'rekt/ adj. 1. upright and straight in po- 
sition or posture: to sit erect. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to build; 
construct: erected a nionument to the founder in the 
town square. 3. to raise and set in an upright or vertical 
position: to erect a tent. —e-recetion (i rek/shan) 
A'rekfan/ n. [noncount; count) —e-rect/ly, adv. 
—e-rect/ness, 1. [nonconrnt] See -RECT-. 

eremine (r/min) /'srmin/ n., pl. -mines, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -mine for 1. 1. [count] a weasel 
having a white coat with a black-tipped tail in the winter. 
2. [roncount] the white winter fur of the ermine. —er/- 
mined, adj. 

e-rode (i rdd/) /i'rowd/ v., e-rod-ed, eroding. 1. to 
(cause to) be eaten into or worn away; to (cause to) be 
destroyed by slowly using up or disintegrating: [no obj]: 
The bridge was eroding from the salt spray. [~ + obj]: 
Wind eroded the loose topsoil. 2. to (cause to) be de- 
stroyed or disappear gradually: [no obj]: As the election 
drew near, support for the candidate was eroding. [~ + 
obj): Scandals eroded liis reputation. 

e-rog-e-nous (i roja nəs) /'rod3ənəs/ adj. particularly 
sensitive to sexual excitement or pleasure: erogenous 
zones of the body. See -GEN-. 

e-ro-sion (i rO/zhan) /'row3ən/ n. [noncount) the act or 
process of eroding; the state of being eroded. 

e-roteic (i rot/ik) /1'rotik/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or about 
sexual love: erotic dreams. 2. tending to arouse sexual 
desire: erotic dancing. —e-rot/i-calely, adv. 

err (tir, er) /3r, er/ v. [no obj] 1. to be mistaken or in- 
correct; make an error: Banks rarely err in computing 
your balance. —Idiom. 2. to err on the side of, [~ + 
obj] to act or behave in a certain way, and not its oppo- 
site: # is better to err on the side of punctuality (= It is 
better to be early than late). 

er-rand (er/and) /‘erand/ n. [count] a short trip to ac- 
complish a certain purpose: / have to do a few errands 
for miy mother. 

erratic (i ratik) /i'ratik/ adj. changeable in behavior 
or style; unpredictable: behavior too erratic to trust. 
—er-rat/i-calely, adv. 

er-ro-ne-ous (ə 10/né as, e rō/-) /a'rowniyas, ec'row-/ 
adj. containing error; mistaken; incorrect: The facts are 
correct but your conclusion is erroneous. —erero/nee 
ous-ly, adv. —er-ro/ne-ous-ness, s. [noncount] 

er-ror (er/ar) /‘erar/ nu. 1. (count) a mistake: inaccuracy: 
made several errors in addition. 2. (noncount) the condi- 
tion of being wrong: / was in error about the date of the 
party. 

er-u-dite (er/yoo dit’, er/d6-) /'eryu,dayt, ‘eru-/ adj. 
characterized by great academic knowledge; learned; 
scholarly. —er-uedittion (er/yoo  dish’an, — er/dd-) 
Heryu'difon, ,eru-/ n. (noricount) 

e-rupt (i rupt’) /i'rapt/ v. 1. [vo obj] to burst forth: Mol- 
ten lava erupted from the volcano. 2. (of a volcano, gey- 
ser, etc.) to throw out or eject matter violently: [no obj]: 
Suddenly the volcano erupted. [~ + obj]: The volcario 
erupted lava arid ash. 3. [no obj] to break out of a 
pent-up state, usually in a sudden and violent manner: 
Words of anger erupted from her. —e-rup/tion, ri. [non- 
count; count) See -RUPT-. 


-ery to establish 


-ery or -ry, suffix. 1. -ery or -ry is used to form nouns 
that refer to a. things in a collection: green + -ery ~ 
greenery (= green plants as a group); machine + -ery ~ 
machinery (= a group or collection of machines). b. peo- 
ple in a collection: Jew + -ry ~ Jewry (= Jews as a 
group); peasant + -ry ~ peasantry (= peasants as a 
group). c. an occupation, activity, or condition: dentist + 
-ry ~ dentistry (= occupation of a dentist); rival + -ry ~ 
rivalry (= condition of being a rival); rob + -ery ~ rob- 
bery (= activity of robbing or being robbed). 2. -ery is 
also used to form nouns that refer to a place where the 
activity of the root is done: bake + -ery “bakery (= 
place where baking is done); wine + -ery ~ winery (= 
place where wine is tnade). 

es-carlate (es/ka lat’) /‘eska,leyt/ v., -lateed, -lat-ing. to 
(cause to) increase in intensity, degree, or amount; to 
(cause to) rise: [no obj] a time when the war escalated 
beyond control. {~ + obj): The foes escalated the war. 
—es-ca-lastion (es’ka la/shan) /,eska'leyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

es-ca-la-tor (es’ka lā’tər) /eskaleytar/ n. [count] a 
continuously moving stairway on an endless loop for car- 
rying passengers up or down. See illustration at STORE. 

es-ca-pade (es/kə pad’) /‘eska,peyd/ n. [count] a reck- 
less act or adventure; a wild or dangerous prank or trick. 

es-cape (i skap’) /i'skcyp/ v., -caped, -cap-ing, 1., adj. 
—v. 1. [~ (+ from + obj)] to slip or get away, as from 
confinement or jail: How did the mice escape frorn their 
cage? 2. to avoid (capture, punishment, injury, or the 
like): [~ + obj]: The town escaped the worst of the 
storm. [no obj]: managed to escape with only cuts and 
bruises. 3. [no obj] to issue from a confining enclosure, 
as a gas or liquid: Air escaped from the balloon. 4. [~ + 
obj) to fail to remember or notice: His nare escapes me 
at the moment. —n. 5. [count] an act or instance of es- 
caping. 6. a way or means of escaping: [count]: We used 
the tunnel as an escape. [noncount]: The back door is 
your only means of escape. 7. [count] a way Or means of 
avoiding reality: liked to read mystery stories as an es- 
cape. —adj. [before a noun) 8. for or providing an es- 
cape: an escape hatch. 9. being a key on a microcom- 
puter keyboard, often used to return to a previous 
program screen: Hit the escape key. —Syn. ESCAPE, 
ELUDE, EVADE mean to keep free of something. TO ESCAPE 
is to succeed in keeping away from danger, from being 
chased or observed, etc.: to escape punishinent. To 
ELUDE is to slip through an apparently tight net, thus 
avoiding, often by a narrow margin, whatever threatens; 
it implies using skill or cleverness to baffle or fool: The 
fox eluded the hounds by his clever twists and tnrns. To 
evade is to turn aside from or go out of reach of a person 
or thing, usually by using a trick to direct attention else- 
where: to evade the police. 

es-cort (n. es/kôrt; v. i skôrt/) /n. ‘eskort; v. i'skort n. 
1. [count] a person or group accompanying another for 
protection, guidance, or courtesy. 2. [count] an armed or 
protective guard, as a body of soldiers or ships: The con- 
voy had an escort of several destroyers and frigates. 3. 
[count] a man or woman who accompanies another per- 
son to a public event. 4. [noncount] protection or super- 
vision: under police escort. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to attend or 
accompany as an escort: / escorted her down the aisle. 

-ese, suffix. 1. -ese is attached to nouns that refer to 
certain place names: a. to form adjectives that describe 
things made in or relating to the place: Japan + -ese ~ 
Japanese (= of or relating to Japan or its people), Vi- 
enna + -ese ~ Viennese (= of or relating to Vienna or 
its people) b. to form nouns with the meanings “the peo- 
ple living in (the place)” or “the language of (the place)”: 
Vietnam + -ese ~ Vietnarnese (= the people living 117/ 
the language spoken in Vietnatn). 2. -ese is also used to 
form nouns that describe in an insulting or humorous 
way the language characteristic of or typical of the base 
word: Brooklyn + -€S€ F Brooklynese 
(= the language characteristic of Brooklyn); journal + 
-ese 7 journalese (= the language typical of journalists). 
Es-kiemo (es/kə mō) /‘eska,mow/ n., pl. -mo, -mos for 
1. 1. [count] a member of a people living in regions 
from Greenland through Canada and Alaska to NE Sibe- 
ria. 2. [noncount) the group of languages spoken by the 
Eskimos. 

ESL, an abbreviation of: English as a second language. 
e-soph-a-gus (i sofa gas) /i'snlagas/ n. [court], pl. -gi 
GjY, gi^) /-,d3ay, gay/, a muscular tube that allows food 
to pass from the back of the mouth to the stomach; gul- 
let. 
es-o-ter-ic (es’o terik) /esa'tertk/ adji. 1. understood 
by or meant for only a small number of people who have 
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special knowledge or interest: poetry full of esoteric allu- 
sions. 2. private; secret: an esoteric ntial. 

esp., an abbreviation of: especially. 

es-pe-cial-ly (i spesh/ə lē) 't'spefoliy/ adv. 1. to an ex- 
ceptional degree; particularly; markedly: Be especially 
watchful. 2. in particular; above all: /f is hot here, espe- 
cially in July. 3. for a particular purpose, specifically: 
These clothes were designed especially for you. 

es-pi-o-nage (es/pé ə nazh’, -nij) /esplya,nu3, -nid3, n. 
[noncount] the act or practice of spying, as by one gov- 
ernment or corporation against another. 

es-pouse (i spouz’, i spous’) I'spawz, I'spaws: v. [7 + 
obj), -poused, -pous-ing. to support, as a Cause, Call for; 
promote; adopt: espoused a philosophy of understand- 
ing. —es-pous/er, n. [connt) 

es-pres-so (e spres/6) /e'spresow/ n., pl. -sos for 2. 1. 
[noncount}] a strong coffee prepared by forcing steam 
through finely ground dark-roast coffee beans. 2. [count] 
a cup of espresso. 

es-prit de corps (e sprē/ də kér’) e'spriy’ də kor/ n. 
[noncount] a sense of unity and of common purpose 
among the members of a group. 

esepy (i spi’) /t'spay/ v. [~ + obj], -pied, -py-ing. to see 
at a distance; catch sight of. 

Esq. or Esqr., an abbreviation of: Esquire. 

-esque, suffix. -esque is attached to nouns and proper 
names to form adjectives with the meanings “resem- 
bling,” “in the style or manner of,” “suggesting the work 
of” the person or thing denoted by the base word: Kafka 
+ -esque ~ Kafkaesque (= in the style or inanner of 
Franz Kafka); Lincoln + -esque ~ Lincolnesque (= in 
the style of Abraham Lincoln), picture + -esque ~ pic- 
turesque (= resembling or snggesting a picture). 

Es-quire (es/kwi?r, e skwitr’) “eskway?r, e'skwayer/ n. a 
title of respect that is sometimes placed, esp. in its ab- 
breviated form, Esq., after a man’s last name in formal 
written address: in the U.S., chiefly applied to male or fe- 
male lawyers. 

-eSS, suffix. -ess is used to form a feminine noun: count 
+ -ess ~ countess; god + -ess ~ goddess; lion + -ess 
— lioness. —Usage. The use of words ending in -ESS 
has declined sharply in the latter half of the 20th century, 
but some are still current: actress (but some women pre- 
fer actor); adventuress; enchantress; governess; heiress 
(largely in journalistic writing); hostess (but women who 
conduct radio and television programs are hosts); searr- 
stress; sednctress; ternptress; and waitress. 

esSeSay (n. es/a or, for 2, e sa’; v. e Sa’) /n. esey or, for 
2, e'sey; v. e'sey/ n. [count] 1. a short piece of writing 
on a particular theme or subject. 2. an effort to perform 
or accomplish something; attempt. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
try; attempt: She essayed a short jiunp. 

essayist (es/a ist) /‘escyist/ n. [count] a writer of es- 
says. 

es-sence (es/əns) /'esəns/ n. 1. [noncount] the basic, 
unchanging nature of a thing; the substance that gives 
something identity: The essence of civilized behavior is 
courtesy. 2. [noncount) the basic meaning of something; 
main point: The essence of his speech was that we must 
all work harder. 3. {count noncount]) a concentrated 
substance made from a plant, drug, or the like: essence 
of brandy. —Idiom. 4. in essence, essentially; basi- 
cally: What she said, in essence, is that all will be well. 5. 
of the essence, absolutely essential; crucial: /t is of the 
essence that you attend that meeting. 

es-sen-tial (a sen/shal) /a'senJal/ adj. 1. absolutely nec- 
essary; that cannot be done without; indispensable: es- 
sential vitarnins. Water is essential for life. [ii + be + ~ 
+ (that) clause]: It is essential that you be at the neet- 
ing. 2. [before a noun) relating to the essence of a thing: 
The essential purpose of a vacation is to relax. —n. 
[court] 3. a basic or necessary element; chief point: an 
essential of the job is promptness. 4. a basic or neces- 
sary item or thing: bare essentials like food atid water. 
—es-sen/’tial-ly, adv. 

EST or E.S.T., an abbreviation of: Eastern Standard 
Time. 

-est, suifix. -est is regularly used to form the superlative 
form of short adjectives and adverbs: fast + -est ~ fas- 
test; soon + -est ~ soonest; warin + -est ~ warmest. 

est., an abbreviation of: 1. established. 2. estate. 3. es- 
timate. 4. estimated. 

estab., an abbreviation of: established. 

eS-tab-lish (i stab/lish) ‘i'steblif v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
bring into being on a firm or permanent basis; set up; 
found: to establish a university. 2. [~ + oneself) to in- 
stall, put, or settle in a position, place, business, etc.: 
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They established themselves as founders of the society. 
3. to figure out; determine: The coroner was able to es- 
tablish the time of death. (~ + that clause]: The coroner 
was able to establish that death took place at about eight 
o'clock. 4. to cause to be accepted or recognized: to es- 
tablish a custom. 5. to enact, appoint, or ordain on a 
permanent basis: The new parliament set about estab- 
lishing laws to improve the economy. See -STAB-. 

es-tab-lish-ment (i stab/lish mant) /'steeblifmont/ n. 1. 
[noncomnt} the act of establishing or the state of being 
established. 2. [count] a place of business: That flour 
milf is the oldest establishment in town. 3. the Estab- 
lishment, [count; usually singular) the people and insti- 
tutions that control power in society. 

es-tate (i stat’) /i'steyt/ n. 1. [count] a piece of land as 
property, esp. one of large extent with a large house on 
it. 2. [Woncount) property or possessions, as the property 
of a deceased person. See -stat-. 

es-teem (i stém/) /i'stiym/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to have high 
regard for: She is esteemed for her fine qualities. 2. [~ 
+ obj + obj) to consider as of a certain value or a cer- 
tain type: / would esteem it a great favor. —n. (non- 
count] 3. favorable opinion or judgment; respect or re- 
gard: to hold a person in high esteem. —es-teemed’, 
adj.: an esteemed colleague. 

es-thete (es/thét) /esOiyt/ r. AESTHETE. 

es-thet-ics (es thet/iks) /es'Oetiks/ 77. AESTHETICS. 

estimate (v. es’ta mat’; n. -mit) /v. ‘esta;meyt; n. 
-mit/ v., -mat-ed, -mat-ing, n. —v. 1. to form a judg- 
ment or opinion regarding the worth, amount, size, 
weight, etc., of; calculate approximately: [~ + obj]: to 
estimate the cost of a college education. [~ + obj + at 
+ obj): estimated the cost at about $5,000. [~ + (that) 
clause]: Someone estimated that the cost of a college 
education has doubled in the last ten years. 2. to form 
an opinion of; judge: [~ + obj]: She estimated his atti- 
tude was hostile. [~ + (that) clause]: | estimate that our 
candidate will win. —n. [count] 3. an approximate judg- 
ment or calculation, as of the value, amount, time, size, 
or weight of something: The expert's estimate is that the 
painting is worth $5,000. 4. a judgment or opinion, as of 
the qualities of a person or thing: My estimate of his 
character was incorrect. 5. a statement of the approxi- 
mate charge for work to be done. —es-tiema-tor (es/ta- 
ma/ter) /‘esta,meytoar/ n. [count 

es-tiema-tion (es’ta ma/shan) /,esta'meyfon/ n. [non- 
count] judgment, impression, or opinion: My estimation 
of his intelligence has just gone down. 

Es-to-ni-an (e stō/nē ən) /e'stowniyan/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Estonia. —n. 2. [count] a person born or living 
in Estonia. 3. [noncount] the language spoken by many 
of the people living in Estonia. 

es-tranged (i stranjd’) /i'streynd3d/ adj. unfriendly or 
hostile to (another); alienated from: his estranged wife; 
estranged from her family. —es-trange/ment, n. [non- 
count) 

es-tro-gen (es/tra jan) /'estrod3ən/ n. [noncount] a ma- 
jor female sex hormone that is produced in the ovaries 
and controls the reproductive cycle. 

es*tusarey (es/choo er/é) /‘estfuw,erty/ n. [count], pl. 
-areies. the part of the mouth of a river in which its cur- 
rent meets the sea's tide. 

ET or E.T., an abbreviation of: Eastern time. 

ETA or E.T.A., an abbreviation of: estimated time of ar- 
rival. 

et al. (et al’, al’, Ol’) /‘et wl, ‘al, 'ol/ a Latin abbreviation 
meaning: 1. and others. 2. and elsewhere. 

etc., an abbreviation of: et cetera. 

et cet-er-a (et set/ar a, se/tra) /‘et setora, 'setra/ adv. 
and others; and so forth; and so on (used to indicate that 
more of the same sort or class have been omitted to 
save space or time). Abbr.: etc. —Usage. ET CETERA ap- 
pears in English writing mostly in its abbreviated form, 
Etc. The expression and et cetera is redundant because 
et means and in Latin. 

etch (ech) /etf/ v. 1. to engrave or cut into (a surface) 
with an acid, knife, or the like, esp. so as to form a de- 
sign that can be transferred to paper: [no obj): She en- 
joys etching. [~ + obj): The sculptor etched the grave- 
stone with a chisel. 2. [~ + obj] to produce (a design, 
image, etc.) by this method, as on copper or glass: The 
Swedish crystal was etched with a geometric design. 3. 
[~ + obj] to outline clearly or sharply: delineate: His face 
was etched with lines of age and sorrow. 4.[~ + obj) to 
fix or imprint firmly: His face is etched in my memory. 
—etch/er, n. [count] 

etch-ing (ech/ing) /etfin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or 
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process of making designs or pictures on a metal plate, 
glass, etc. 2. [count] an impression, as on paper, that is 
made from an etched plate. 

ETD or E.T.D., an abbreviation of: estimated time of 
departure. 

e-ter-nal (i tir/nl) /'tarnl/ adj. 1. having no beginning 
or end; lasting forever: the eternal movement of the 
planets. 2. perpetual; constant: This eternal chatter is 
driving me crazy. 3. enduring; long-lasting: eternal 
principles of tmth. —e-ter/nal-ly, adv. —-Syn. ETERNAL, 
ENDLESS, EVERLASTING, PERPETUAL imply lasting or going on 
without ceasing. That which is eternau is, by its nature, 
without beginning or end: God, the eternal Being. That 
which is ENOLESS never stops but goes on continuously as 
if in a circle: an endless succession of years. That which 
iS EVERLASTING will last through all future time: a promise 
of everlasting life. PERPETUAL implies continuous renewal, 
a starting again and again, far into the future: perpetual 
Strife between nations. 

e-ter-ni-ty (i tûr/ni tē) /'tarnitiy/ n., ph -ties. 1. [non- 
count] infinite time; duration without beginning or end. 
2. [noncount) eternal existence, esp. the timeless state 
into which the soul is believed to pass at death. 3. 
[count, usually singular} a period of time that seems 
endless: / waited an eternity for a bus. 

e-ther (@/thar) /‘iyOar/ n. [noncount] 1. a colorless, 
flammable liquid once used as an anesthetic in surgery. 
2. the upper regions of space; the clear sky. 

e-the-re-al (i ther’é al) /i'Otariyal/ adj. light; airy; ex- 
tremely delicate: ethereal beanty. 

etheic (eth’ik) /'eO1k/ n. [count; singular) all the moral 
principles or values that are held by a culture, group, or 
individual, including concepts of right and wrong, rules of 
conduct, or the like: a personal work ethic. See ETHICS. 

eth-i-cal (eth/i kal) /‘e@ikal/ adj. relating to or dealing 
with morality; relating to ethics: an ethical question. 
—eth/i-cal-ly, adv. 

ethics (eth/iks) /‘eOiks/ n. 1. [phirat; used with a plural 
verb] a system or set of moral principles: The ethics of 
one culture are not always shared by other cultures. 2. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] a branch of philos- 
ophy dealing with issues like values in human conduct 
and questions of right and wrong. —eth-i-cist (eth’a- 
sist) ‘eBasist/ n. [count 

E-thi-o-piean (é/thé pë an) /,iyiy'owpiyan/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to Ethiopia. —n. [count} 2. a person born or 
living in Ethiopia. 

ethnic (eth/nik) /‘eOnik/ adj. 1. [before a noun} relating 
to or characteristic of a people, esp. a group (eth/nic 
group’) sharing a common and distinctive culture. —n. 
[coun 2. a member of an ethnic group or minority. 
—eth/ni-cal-ly, adv.: ethnically diverse groups in the 
city. 

eth-nic.iety (eth nis/i tē) /cO'nisitiy/ n. [noncount] eth- 
nic characteristics, traits, or association: The candidate 
made numerous appeals to the ethnicity of the voters. 

eth-no-cen-trism (eth’/nd = sen’triz əm) _/,e0- 
now'sentrizom/ n. [noncount] 1. the belief that one’s 
own ethnic group or culture is fundamentally superior to 
others. 2. a tendency to view alien groups or cultures 
from the perspective of one’s own. —eth/’no-cen/tric, 
adj. 

etiquette (et/i kit, -ket’) /etikit, -,ket/ n. [noncount] 
the rules of proper social or professional behavior; 
manners. 

-ette, suffix. 1. -ette is attached to nouns to form nouns 
that refer to a smaller version of the original noun or 
root: Kitchen + -ette 7 kitchenette (= smalt kitchen); 
novel + -ette ~ novelette (= smaller novel). 2. -ette is 
also attached to nouns to form nouns that refer specifi- 
cally to a female: major + -ette ~ majorette (= female 
leader of a band, or baton twirter); usher + -ette — nush- 
erette (= female usher in a movie theater). 3. -ette is at- 
tached to nouns to form nouns that refer to a name that 
is an imitation product of the root: feather + -ette 7 
leatherette (= imitation leather product). —Usage. 
English nouns in which -ette signifies a feminine role or 
identity have been thought of as implying inferiority or 
unimportance and are now generally avoided. Only 
(drum) majorette is still widely used, usually indicating a 
young woman who twirls a baton with a marching band. 

et-y-mol-o-gy (eta mol/a jé) /etə'mpləd3iy/ nm., pi 
-gies. 1. [count] the history of words or word elements: 
a dictionary of etymology. 2. [noncount] the study of his- 
torical linguistic change in individual words. —et-yemo- 
log-i-cal (et/a mə loj/i kal) /etama'lnd3ikol/ adj. —et-y- 
mol-o-gist (et/a mol’a jist) /,eta'mpladzist/ 1. [count] 


eu- to eventful 


eu-, prefix. en- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “good, well”. This meaning is found in such 
words aS: EULOGIZE, EULOGY, EUPHEMISM, EUPHORIA, EUTHANA- 
SIA. 

eu-ca-lyp-tus (yd0’ka lip’tas) /yyuwko'liptas/ n. [cont], 
pl. -ti (-ti), -tus-es. a tree chiefly from Australia and 
nearby islands having sweet-smelling evergreen leaves. 

Euecharrist (yoo/ko rist) /‘yuwkorist/ n. [proper noun; 
often: the + ~] 1. the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
2. the bread and wine taken at Holy Communion, esp. 
the bread. —Eu/charris/tic, adj. 

eu-lo-gize (yodo/la jiz’) /'yuwlə,dz3ayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-gized, -giz-ing. to praise in a eulogy; extol: fo eulogize 
the heroes of history. —eu/lo-giz/er, n. [count] See 
-LOG-. 

eu-lo-gy (yolə jé) /‘yuwlad3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 1. [count] 
a speech or piece of writing in praise of a person or 
thing, esp. in honor of a deceased person. 2. [noncount) 
high praise or commendation. See -LOG-. 

eu-nuch (yd0/nak) /'yuwnak/ n. [count] a castrated man. 

euphemism (yoo/fa miz’am) /'yuwfa,mizon/ n. 1. 
[nonconnt) the substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague 
expression for one thought to be offensive, harsh, or 
blunt. 2. [count] word or expression so substituted: “To 
pass away” is a euphemism for “to die.” —eu/phe-mis/- 
tic, adj. —eu’/phe-mis/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

euphoria (yoo fôr/ē ə, -fOr/-) /yuw'foriya, -'fowr-/ n. 
[noncount] a strong feeling of happiness, confidence, or 
well-being: She was filled with euphoria over the news of 
her prornotion. 

euphoric (yoo fôr/ik, -for’-) /yuw'forik, -'for-/ adj. 
filled with happiness, confidence, or well-being: She felt 
euphoric over her promotion. —eu-phor/i-calely, adv. 

Eur-a-sian (yò ra/zhan) /yu'rey3an/ adj. 1. of mixed 
European and Asian descent. —n. [count] 2. a person 
who is of mixed European and Asian descent. 

Euro-, prefix. Euro- is used with roots and means “Eu- 
rope,” “Western Europe,” or “the European Community”: 
Euro- + -centric ~ Eurocentric (= centered on Europe), 
Euro- + -crat ~ Eurocrat (= bureaucrat in the European 
Community). Also, esp. before a vowel, Eur-. 

Eu-ro-dol-lar (yoor’a dol/ar) /'yvrə,dolər/ n. [count] a 
U.S. dollar deposited in or credited to a European bank. 

Eu-ro-pe-an (yòór/ə pé/an) /,yura'piyon/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Europe. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Europe. 

Europe’an Econom/ic Commu/nity, n. [proper 
noun; usually: the + ~) an association of European na- 
tions for economic cooperation; the Common Market. 
Abbr.: EEC 

Europe/an plan’, n. [count] a system of paying a fixed 
hotel rate that covers lodging only. 

Euesta’chian tube’ (yoo sta’shon) /yuw'steyfan/ n. 
[count] a tube or canal extending from the middle ear to 
the back of the throat. 

eu-tha-na-sia (ydo’tha na/zha) /,yuw0o'ney3—a/ n. [non- 
count] painless killing of a person, usually when the per- 
son is suffering from an incurable, esp. a painful, disease 
or condition. Also called mercy killing. 

e-vac-urate (i vak/yoo at’) /i'vekyuw,cyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to remove (persons or things) from a 
place, esp. for reasons of safety: evacuated the people 
from the flooded village. —e-vac-ura-tion (i vak/ydo a7- 
shan) /i,vekyuw'eyfan/ n. (count; noncount) See -vac-. 

e@-vac-u-ee (i vak/yoo @/) /i,vekyuw'iy/ n. [count] a per- 
son removed from a dangerous place. 

e-vade (i vad’) /i'vcyd/ v. [~ + obj], e-vad-ed, e-vad- 
ing. to escape or avoid esp. by cleverness or trickery: He 
managed to evade his pursuers. See -vaDE-. ——Syn. See 
ESCAPE. 

e-val-u-ate (i val/yoo at’) /i'valyuw,cyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to determine the value, quality, or signifi- 
cance of; assess; appraise: to evaluate property. —e-val- 
u-a-tion (i val’yoo a/shon) /i,valyuw'eyfson/ n. (count; 
noncount) See -vaAL-. 

e-van-gel-i-cal (é/van jel/i kal, ev’an-) /,iyven'd3ehkal, 
evon-/ adj. Also, e/van-gel/ic. 1. relating to or in keep- 
ing with the Gospels. 2. belonging to or referring to the 
Christian churches that emphasize the authority of the 
Scriptures and personal conversion through faith in 
Christ. 3. having strong or intense enthusiasm for a 
cause. —n. [count] 4. a person who belongs to an evan- 
gelical church or organization. —e’van-gel/i-cal-ism, n. 
[noncount) 
e-van-ge-lism (i van/ja liz7am) /i'vand3a,lizam/ n. 
[noncount} 1. the preaching of the Christian gospel. 2. 
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missionary zeal, purpose, or activity. —e-van/gerlist, n. 
[count] 

e-van-ge-lize (i van/ja liz’) A'vend3o,layz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-lized, -liz-ing. to preach the Christian gospel to: driving 
from town to town, evangelizing people. 

e-vap-o-rate (i vap’a rat’) /i'vepa,reyt/ v., -rat-ed, -rat 
ing. 1. to (cause to) change from a liquid or solid state 
into vapor or gas: [no obj): The dew evaporated in the 
hot sun. [~ + obj): The hot sun evaporated the dew. 2. 
[no obj] to disappear; vanish: His hopes evaporated. 
—e-vap-o-ra-tion (i vap’a ra/shan) /væpə'reyfən/ n. 
[noncount) 

e-vaesion (i va/zhan) /i'vey3on/ n. 1. an act or instance 
of evading: [count]: an evasion of one’s dirty. [noncount): 
guilty of fraud and tax evasion. 2. the avoiding of an ac- 
cusation, question, or the like, as by a failing to tell the 
truth; subterfuge: [count]: The jurors distrusted the wit- 
ness for his many evasions. 

evasive (i va/siv) /i'veysiv/ adj. using evasion: evasive 
answers, evasive maneuvers to escape. —e-va/siverly, 
adv. —e-va/sive-ness, n. [noncount] 

eve (év) /iyv/ n. [count] 1. the evening or the day before 
an event, esp. a holiday. 2. the evening. 

e-ven (@/van) /‘iyvon/ adj. 1. without bumps on the sur- 
face; reqular; smooth: an even road. 2. on the same 
level; in the same plane or line; parallel: even with the 
ground. 3. free from sudden changes; uniform; regular; 
constant: a steady, even sound. 4. (of a number) that 
can be divided by two without a remainder: /,024 is an 
even number. 5. [before a noun] denoted by or having 
such a number: the even pages of a book. 6. [before a 
noun) exactly expressed in whole numbers. 7. equal in 
measure or quantity: even arnounts of oil and vinegar. 8. 
equally balanced or divided; equal: an even exchange. g 
[be + ~ leaving no balance of debt on either side: / lent 
you my car last week, if you lend me yours this week 
we'll be even. 10. calm; not easily excited or angered; 
placid: an even temper. 11. equitable or fair: an even 
bargain. —adv. 12. evenly; in an even manner; smoothly: 
The road ran even over the fields. 13. (used with a com- 
parative word to emphasize the comparison, or to mean 
“still” or “yet’): That arrangement is acceptable, but this 
one is even more suitable. 14. (used with a superlative 
adjective, or with the conjunction if, to suggest that some 
possibility is unlikely to happen): [before an adjective]: 
Even the slightest noise disturbs him. [~ + if}: Even if 
she comes, she may not stay. 15. (used to connect 
clauses to emphasize that the occurrence of one event is 
almost at the same time as the other): Even as help was 
coming, the troops surrendered. 16. fully or quite: ready 
to fight even unto death. 17. (used to stress or empha- 
size the truth of something): He is willing, even eager. 
18. exactly or precisely: /t was even so. —v. 19. [~ + 
obj) to make level, smooth, or equal: worked all day to 
even the pavement. 20. even out, to make or become 
level, smooth, or equal: [no obj): The wrinkles will even 
out when the suit dries. [~ + out + obj): They need two 
home runs to even out the score. —Idiom. 21. break 
even, [no obj] to have one’s profits equal one’s losses; 
to neither gain nor lose: The company was managing 
only to break even. 22. get even, [no obj] to get re- 
venge; retaliate; strike back: to get even for the insult. 
—e/ven-ly, adv. —e/veneness, n. [noncount] 

e-ven-hand-ed (é@’van han/did) /iyvon'hendid/ adj. im- 
partial; equitable: even-handed justice. —e/ven-hand’- 
ed-ly, adv. 

evening (év/ning) /‘iyvnin/ n. the latter part of the day 
and early part of the night. 

eve/ning gown’, n. [count] a woman's formal dress, 
usually having a floor-length skirt. 

eve/ning star’, n. [count] a bright planet, esp. Venus, 
seen in the western sky at or soon after sunset. 

e-vent (i vent’) /i'vent/ n. [cont] 1. something that 
happens: Winning the scholarship was an important 
event in her life. 2. something that occurs in a certain 
place during a particular time: They went to all the 
planned events at their daughter's college. 3. a single 
sports contest within a scheduled program: the figure- 
skating event. —Idiom. 4. in any event, regardless of 
what happens; in any case: /n any event, I'll call you to- 
morrow. 5. in the event of, if there should be: /n the 
event of fire, stay calm while leaving the building. 6. in 
the event that, if it should happen that; in case: /n the 
event that I can't get the loans, I'll have to find some way 
to raise the money. See -vEN-. 

e-vent-ful (i vent/fal) /i'ventfol/ adj. 1. full of events or 
incidents, esp. of a striking character: an eventful week- 
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end. 2. having important issues or results that come 
later; momentous: an eventful meeting. —e-vent/ful-ly, 
adv. —e-vent/ful-ness, n. [norncoint] See -vEN-. 

e-ven-tueal (i ven’chdo al) /i'ventfuwal/ adj. [before a 
noun} happening at some time in the future; resulting; 
ultimate: His mistakes led to his eventual dismissat. 
—e-ven/tueal-ly, adv. See -vEN-. 

e-ven-tuealeiety (i ven/choo al/i tē) /i,ventfuw'ehtiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. a possible event or circumstance; pos- 
sibility. 

ev-er (ev/ar) /‘evar/ adv. 1. (used to mean “at any time” 
in questions, in sentences with negative words, with 
words expressing a condition, like if, with words express- 
ing uncertainty, like dombt, and after a comparative ad- 
jective with than): Did you ever go skiing? I hardly ever 
drink soda. If you ever see him, tell him to call me. I 
doubt that Hl ever see her again. She looks better than 
ever now. 2. (used to mean “at all times; always” before 
an adjective or another adverb): an ever-present danger. 
3. (used with since and the present perfect tense) starting 
in the past and going on continuously up to now: Ever 
since then we've been best friends. 4. in any possible 
case; by any chance; at all: How did you ever manage to 
do that? ——Usage. See STILL. 

ev-er-glade (ev/ər glad’) /‘cvar,gleyd/ n. [count] Often, 
everglades. [plural] an area of low, swampy land. 

ev-er-green (evfar grén’) /‘evar griyn/ adj. 1. (of trees, 
shrubs, etc.) having green leaves throughout the year. 
=n. [count} 2. an evergreen plant. 

ev-er-last-ing (ev/ar las/ting, -la/sting) /,evar'kestin, 
-‘lastin/ adj. lasting forever; eternal: everlasting life. 

Syn. See ETERNAL. 

ev-er-emore (ever mor’, -mōr/) /,evar'mor, -'mowr/ adv. 
always; forever; from now on. 

every (ev/ré) /'evriy/ adj. 1. being one of a group or 
series taken collectively; each (of a group): [before a sin- 
gular count noun). We go to the office every day. (before 
a mimber): Take these pills every two hours. 2. (before a 
singular count noun) all possible; the greatest possible 
degree of: We wished him every chance of success. 
—Idiom. 3. every now and then or every so often, 
on occasion; from time to time: / see him every now and 
then. 4. every other, every second; every alternate: 
every other day. 5. every which way, in all directions; 
in a disorganized fashion: His hair stick out every which 


way. ——Syn. See EACH. 

eve-ry-bod-y (ev/ré bodē, -bud/é) /‘evriy,bndiy, 
-badiy/ pron. [used with a singular verb] every person: 
Everybody wants another drink. Usage. See Each. 


eve-ry-day (ev/ré da’; -da’) /‘evriy,dey; -'dey/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. of or relating to every day; daily: an eve- 
ryday occurrence. 2. of or for ordinary days, as con- 
trasted with Sundays, holidays, or special occasions: He 
changed into his everyday Clothes. 

everry-one (ev/re wun’, -wan) /‘evriy,wAn, -won/ pron. 
{used with a singular verb] every person; everybody: Eve- 
ryone wants to get ahead. —Usage. See EACH. 

eve-ry-place (ev/ré plas’) /‘evriy,pleys/ adv. 
where. 

everry-thing (ev/rē thing’) /‘evriy,01n/ pron. every sin- 
gle thing; every particular of a total; all: Put away every- 
thing on the floor. 

eve-ry-where (ev/ré hwar’, -war’) /‘evriy hweor, -,weor/ 
adv. in every place or part; in all places: She takes her 
baby with her everywhere. 

e-vict (i vikt’) /i'vikt/ v. [~ + obj] to expel or force out 
(a person, esp. a tenant) from land, a building, etc., by 
legal process. —eevic-tion (i vik’shan) /'vikfan/ n. 
(count; noncount)] See -vict-. 

ev-iedence (ev/i dans) /‘evidons/ n. [noncount] 1. that 
which tends to prove or disprove something; proof: The 
play's long run is evidence of its great popularity. 2. 
something that makes plain; an indication or sign: His 
flushed look was evidence of his fever. See -vIDE-. 

ev-i-dent (ev/i dant) /‘evidant/ adj. plain or clear to the 
sight or understanding: his evident dismay at not being 
hired. [it + be + ~ + that clause]: It was evident that 
the play was a big hit. —ev/i-dentely, adv. See -vive-. 

eevil (@/val) /‘iyval/ adj. 1. morally wrong or bad; im- 
moral; wicked: He led an evil life. 2. harmful; injurious: 
evil pranks. —n. 3. [count] something evil; evil quality, 
intention, or conduct: the lesser of two evils. 

e-viledo-er (é/val ddo’ar, é/val ddo%ar) /‘iyval,duwar, iy- 
val'duwar/ n. [count] a person who does evil. —e/vil- 
do/’ing, n. [noncount) 

e/vil eye’, n. [count] a look believed capable of inflict- 
ing injury or bad luck on someone. 
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e-vince (i vins’) /i'vins/ v. [~ + obj], evinced (i vinst?) 
A'vinst/ eevine-ing. to show clearly: evinced regret by 
apologizing. See -vinc-. 

e@-voceartive (i vok/a tiv, i vō/kə-) /'vokativ, t'vowkə-/ 
adj. tending to call to the mind: Fer perfume is evocative 
of spring. —e-voc/astive-ly, adv. See -voc-. 

e-voke (i vok’) /t'vowk/ v. [~ + obj], e-voked, e-vok: 
ing. to call up (memories, feelings, etc.): The book 
evoked memories of her childhood. See -voc-. 

ev-o-lustion (ev’a ld0/shan; esp. Brit. — &/va-) 
/eva'luwfan; esp. Brit. jiyva-/ n. [noncount) 1. any 
process of formation or growth; development: the evolu- 
tion of the drama. 2. Biol. a. change in a population of 
living things by such processes as mutation and natural 
selection. b. the theory that all existing organisms devel- 
oped from earlier forms by natural selection. —ev-o-lu/- 
tion-ar’y, adj. 

e-volve (i volv’) /i'volv/ v., evolved, e-volv-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) come forth gradually into being; develop: [no 
obj): The whole idea evolved from a casual remark. [~ + 
obj): to evolve a scheme. 2. [no obj] (of a species or 
population) to undergo or develop by a process of evolu- 
tion: The Inuman species evolved from an ancestor that 
probably dwelled in trees. See -vowv-. 

ewe (yoo) /yuw/ n. [count] a female sheep, esp. when it 
is fully mature. 

ewer (yoo%ar) /'yuwor/ n. [count] a water pitcher or jug. 

ex-, prefix. 1. ex- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “out, out of, away, forth.” It is found in such 
words aS: EXCLUDE, EXHALE, EXIT, EXPORT, EXTRACT. 2. ex- iS 
also used to mean “former; formerly having been”: ex- 
member (= former member). 

ex., an abbreviation of: 1. examination. 2. examined. 3. 
example. 4. except. 5. exception. 6. exchange. 

ex-ac-er-bate (ig zas’ar bat’, ek sas/-) /ig'zesor,beyt, 
ek'ses-/ v. [~ + obj] -bat-ed, -bat-ing. to make (some- 
thing) worse: /f you try to argue now you'll only exacer- 
bate the situation. —ex-ac-er-ba-tion (ig zaS/ar ba/- 
shan, ek sas/-) /ig,zesor'beyfan, ek,sws-/ n. [noncount] 
See -ACR-. 

ex-act (ig zakt’) /ig'zxkt/ adj. 1. [before a noun] Strictly 
accurate or correct: an exact description. 2. character- 
ized by, capable of, or using strict accuracy; precise: an 
exact thinker. —v. [~ + obj + from + obj] 3. to call for, 
demand, or require: parents who exact respect from their 
children. —ex-act/ness, n. [noncount] See -act-. 

exeact-ing (ig zak/ting) /ig'zektin/ adj. 1. demanding 
or expecting much: an exacting teacher. 2. requiring 
great effort; demanding: an exacting task. —ex-act/- 
ingely, adv. See -act-. 

ex-act-ly (ig zakt/lé) /ig'zwktliy/ adv. 1. with great ac- 
curacy and precision; precisely: Follow my directions ex- 
actly and you will find the airport. 2. completely; totally: 
You got this exactly right. 3. absolutely; definitely: “You 
mean we are going to stay for the whole year?” “Exactly!” 
See -ACT-. 

ex-ag-ger-ate (ig zaj’a rat’) /ig'zed3a,rcyt/ v., -at-ed, 
-at-ing. to magnify (something, beyond the limits of 
truth; overstate: [~ + obj]: to exaggerate the difficitlties 
of a situation. [no obj): f think you are exaggerating 
when you say he is as tall as a tree. —ex-ag-ger-a-tion 
(ig zaj/a ra’shan) /ig,zed3a'reyfan/ n. [count noncount) 
See -AG-. 

exealt (ig zôlt/) /ig'zolt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to raise in rank, 
power, or Character; elevate. 2. to praise highly; extol. 
—ex-al-ta-tion (eg/zdl ta’shan, ek/sdl-) /,egzal'teyfson, 
eksol-/ n. [noncount] See -atti-. 

ex-am (ig zam) /1g'zem/ n. [count] Informal. an exami- 
nation: a tough exam in physics. 

ex-ameiena-tion (ig zam/a na/shan) /ig,zema'neyfan/ n. 
l. the act or process of examining: [noncount]: picked 
up the object for closer examination. [count]: a complete 
Physical examination. 2. [count] a test for knowledge of 
a subject. 

ex-am-ine (ig zanvin) /ig'zemin/ v. [~ + obj], -ined, 
-insing. 1. to inspect or look at carefully, closely, or offi- 
cially so as to judge or discover something: to examine 
merchandise. 2. to observe, test, or investigate (a per- 
son's body or any part of it), esp. in order to discover the 
State or condition of health or the cause of illness: The 
doctor examined my eyes. 3. to test the knowledge, re- 
actions, Or qualifications of (a pupil, candidate, witness, 
etc.), as by questions: to examine each applicant. —ex:- 
am/in-er, n. [Count] See -ac-. —Related Words. EXAM- 
INE iS a verb, EXAMINATION and EXAM are nouns: The doctor 
examined my teg. The doctor's examination was thor- 
ough. The niath exam was Nard. 
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ex-am-ple (ig zam/pal) /ig'zempol/ n. [cont] 1. one of 
a number of things, or a part of something, that repre- 
sents the whole thing or whole group: This painting is an 
example of his early work. 2. a pattern or model, as of 
something to be imitated or avoided: fo set a good ex- 
ample. 3. for example, (used to mean that what follows 
is an instance or several instances of what has been spo- 
ken or written about); for instance: The train | take is al- 
ways late. For example, this morning it was a half an 
hour late. See -am-. —-Usage. The expression FOR EXAM- 
PLE stays the same if there is one example that follows, 
or if there are two or more examples: There are several 
uses for computers. One, for example, is as a word proc- 
essor. (or) There are several uses for computers. For ex- 
ample, they are used as word processors, teaching tools, 
and reference sources. 

ex-as-per-ate (ig zas’pa rat’) /ig'zaspa,rcyt/ v. [7 + 
obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to irritate or provoke to a high de- 
gree; annoy extremely: Constant interruptions exasperate 
me. —ex-as/per-at/ing, adj. 

Exc., an abbreviation of: Excellency. 

exc., an abbreviation of: 1. except. 2. exception. 

excavate (eks’ka val’) /'ekska,veyt/ v. [~ + obj), 

-vat-ed, -vat-ing. 1. to make hollow; make a hole or 
cavity in: The ground was excavated for a foundation. 2. 
to make (a hole, tunnel, etc.) by removing material. 3. to 
expose or lay bare by or as if by digging; unearth: The 
archaeologist excavated the mins of ancient Troy. —ex. 
caeva-tion (eks’kə vā/shən) /,ekska'veyfan/ n. [count; 
noncount] —ex’ca.va’tor, n. [cont] 

ex-ceed (ik séd/) /ik'siyd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. [not: be + 
~ing) to be greater than, as in quantity or degree: The 
price of the house could exceed $200,000. 2. to go be- 
yond in quantity, degree, rate, etc.: exceeding the speed 
linit. See -CEED-. 

ex-ceed-ingely (ik sé@/ding lē) /ik'siydinliy/ adv. to an 
unusual degree; very: The day was exceedingly cold. See 
-CEED-. 

excel (ik sel’) /ik'sel/ v. [~ (+ imat) + obj] -celled, 
-cel-ling. to surpass others or be superior in some re- 
spect; do extremely well: She excels in math. 

ex-cel-lence (ek’sa lens) /‘eksalons/ n. [nonconnt] the 
fact or state of excelling; superiority; high quality: Swiss 
watches are famous for their excellence. 

Ex-cel-lenecy (ek’se lan sé) /‘eksalansiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-cies. [His/Her/Your/Their + ~] a title of honor given to 
certain high officials, as governors, ambassadors, and 
Roman Catholic bishops and archbishops. 

ex-cel-lent (ek/sa lant) /‘eksalant/ adj. having outstand- 
ing quality or superior merit; extremely good: an excel- 
lent meal. —ex/cel-lentely, adv. 

ex-cept? (ik sept’) /ik'sept/ prep. 1. with the exclusion 
of: other than; but: They were all there except me. 
—conj. 2. [~ (+ that)] only; with the exception: These 
are parallel cases except (that) one is younger than the 
other. 3. [~ + adverb/phrase/clause] otherwise than; 
but: Our defenses were well fortified except in that cor- 
ner. —Idiom. 4. except for, if it were not for: They 
would travel more except for lack of money. 

ex-cept? (ik sept’) /ik'sept/ v. [~ + obj] to exclude; 
leave out: The A students were excepted from taking the 
exam. See -CEP-. 

ex-cept-ing (ik sep/ting) /ik'septin/ prep. except: All 
were killed, excepting the captain. See -cEP-. 

ex-cep-tion (ik sep’shen) /ik'sepfan/ m. 1. [noncoint) 
the act of excepting or the fact of being excepted: Fill in 
every line in this forin without exception. 2. [connt) 
something excepted: [I nake an exception in your Case. 
—Idiom. 3. take exception to, [~ + obj] a. to make 
an objection to: She took exception to one point in the 
contract. b. to take offense: / took exception to those 
rude comunents. See -cCEP-. 

ex-cep-tion-al (ik sep’sha nl) /tk'sepfanl/ adj. 1. form- 
ing an exception or rare instance; unusual; out of the or- 
dinary: Getting snow on Halloween is exceptional. 2. un- 
usually excellent; superior: The movie was pretty good, 
but not exceptional. 3. (of a schoolchild) a. intellectually 
gifted. b. physically or esp. mentally handicapped to an 
extent that special schooling is required. —ex-cep/tion- 
alely, adv. See -cEP-. 

ex-cerpt (ek/surpt) /'ekssrpt/ n. [count) a passage or 
quotation taken or selected from a book, document, film, 
or the like; extract: The pastor read excerpts from the Bi- 
ble. 

excess (ik ses’, ekses) /ik'ses, 'ekses/ n. 1. [noncount; 
in + ~ + of] the fact of exceeding something else in 
amount or degree: The cost was in excess of our original 
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estimate. 2. [connt] the amount or degree by which one 
thing exceeds another: an excess of several Inindred dol- 
lars. 3. [noncomnt] an extreme amount or degree; too 
much: eating to excess. 4. [count] immoderate indul- 
gence, as in eating, drinking, etc. —adj. [before a noun] 
5. more than or above what is necessary, uSual, or speci- 
fied; extra; surplus: excess baggage. —ex-ces/sive, adj. 
—ex-ces/siverly, adv. See -cESss-. 

ex-change (iks chanj’) /iks'tfeynd3/ v, -changed, 
-chang-ing, n. 1. to give up (something) for something 
else: [~ + obj]: | went back to the store and exchanged 
the defective radio. [~ + obj + for + obj): | exchanged 
the radio for a new one. 2. [~ + obj] to give and receive 
reciprocally; interchange: We exchange gifts on the holi- 
day. 3. [~ + obj] to transfer for money; barter; buy and 
sell; trade: exchanged our dollars for French francs. —n. 
4. the act, process, or an instance of exchanging: 
[count]: an exchange of prisoners. [noncount,; Va ae oe 
The trapper got some coffee, flour, and gunpowder in ex- 
change for his firs. 5. [count] something given or re- 
ceived as a replacement or substitution for something 
else: The car was a fair exchange. 6. [count] a place for 
buying and selling goods, commodities, securities, etc.: 4 
stock exchange. 7. [count] a central office or central sta- 
tion: a telephone exchange. 8. [count] the transfer of 
equivalent sums of money, as in the currencies of two 
different countries: We made an exchange of our dollars 
for Russian rubles. —ex-change/a-ble, adj. —ex- 
chang/er, n. [count] 

exchange” rate’, n. [count] the ratio at which a unit of 
the currency of one country can be exchanged for that of 
another country: The exchange rate was ten pesos for 
one U.S. dollar. 

ex-cise! (ek/siz) /‘eksayz/ n. [noncount] an internal tax 
on certain products or goods placed on their manufac- 
ture, sale, or use within the country. See -cIsE-. 

excise? (ik siz’) /ik'sayz/ v. [~ + obj], -cised, -cis-ing. 
to remove by or as if by cutting out or off: The surgeons 
excised the tumor. See -CIse-. 

ex-citeaeble (ik si/ta bəl) /tk'saytabal/ adj. easily ex- 
cited: The children get excitable at Christmas. —ex-cit/- 
a-bil/i-ty, n. [noncount]) —ex-cit/asbly, adv. 

excite (ik sit”) /ik'sayt/ v. [~ + obj], -cit-ed, -cit-ing. 
1. to arouse or stir up the emotions or feelings of: The 
coming of Christmas excites the children. 2. to arouse or 
stir up (emotions or feelings); call forth; awaken: The new 
book excited interest in the old case. —ex:cieta-tion 
(ek/si ta’shan, -sə-) /jeksay'teyfan, -sə-/ n. [noncount) 
—Related Words. excite is a verb, EXCITED and EXCITING 
are adjectives, EXCITEMENT is a noun: The news excited 
him. The excited children ran toward the door. The excit- 
ing news made them happy. The excitement was too 
much to bear. 

ex-cit-ed (ik si/tid) /1k'saytid/ adj. full of emotions or 
feelings that have been stirred up or aroused: Dont get 
so excited over such nonsense. The excited couple could 
hardly wait to move into their new house. —ex:-cit-ed/ly, 
adv.: They pointed excitedly at the sky. ——Usage. See 
EXCITING. 

ex-citeement (ik sit?7mant) /ik'saytmant/ n. [noncount] 
an excited state or condition: a feeling of great excite- 
ment. 

ex-citeing (ik siting) /1k'saytin/ adj. producing or caus- 
ing excitement; stirring; thrilling: an exciting novel. —ex- 
cit/ing-ly, adv. —Usage. Compare EXCITED and EXCIT- 
ING, which are both adjectives. EXCITING is used when the 
noun referred to is the person or thing that causes the 
excitement: The movie is exciting (= the movie is caus- 
ing excitement). exciteo is used when the noun referred 
to is the person (or rarely, the thing) that experiences the 
excitement: the excited children (= the children experi- 
enced the exciternent of Christmas, a party, etc.) 

excl., an abbreviation of: 1. exclamation. 2. excluding. 
3. exclusive. 

exclaim (ik sklam/) /tk'skleym/ v. to cry out or speak 
suddenly and vehemently: [no obj): We all exclaimed at 
how big the baby had grown in just a few weeks. [used 
with quotations]: “You're a liar!” she exclaimed. See 
-CLAIM-. 

ex-claema-tion (ek’/skla ma/shan) /,eksklo'meyfan/ n. 
[count] the act of exclaiming: an exclamation of shock. 
See -CLAIM-. 

exclama/tion point’, n. (comnt] the sign (!) used in 
writing after an exclamation or interjection, expressing 
strong emotion or astonishment, or to indicate a com- 
mand. Also called exclama/’tion mark’. See -CLAIM-. 

ex-clude (ik sklood/) /ik'skluwd/ v. [~ + obj], -clud-ed, 
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-clud-ing. 1. to shut or keep ont; prevent the entrance 
of: That dining club still exchides women. 2. to shut out 
from consideration, privilege, etc.; disregard; discount: 
The doctor excluded food poisoning as the cause of ill- 
ness. 

ex-cluesion (ik skloo/zhan) /k'skluw3ən/ n. [noncount] 
the act of excluding or keeping out; the state of being ex- 
cluded or kept out: The court ruled that the exclusion of 
minority students from the schoot was iltegal. 

ex-clu-sive (ik sklod/siv, -ziv) /ik'skluwsiv, -zıv/ adj. 1. 
not fitting with another; unable to be used or held at the 
same time as; incompatible: mutually exclusive plans of 
action. 2. [~ + of] omitting from consideration or ac- 
count; excluding: /t was a profit of ten percent, exclusive 
of taxes. 3. limited to that which is designated: exchisive 
attention to business. 4. (before a noun] shutting out al! 
others from a part or share: The movie company had the 
eachisive right to film the novel. 5. expensive or fashion- 
able: an exchisive shop downtown. 6. not allowing out- 
siders to be admitted to membership, association, friend- 
ship, etc.: an exchisive circle of friends. —n. [count] 7. a 
news story obtained by a newspaper along with the right 
to use it first. —-ex-clu’sive-ly, adv. —ex-clu/sive-ness, 
ex-clursiveiety (eks/klōō siv/i tē) /ekskluw'srvitiy/ n. 
[nonconnt] 

ex-com-murni-cate (eks/kə myōō/ni kat’) Aek- 
sko'myuwnrkeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to cut 
off from the rites of a church. —ex-com-mueni-ca-tion 
(eks/kə myoo/ni ka’shan) /ekskho,myuwni'keyfan/ n. 
{[count; noncount) 

ex-cresment (ek’skra meant) /'ekskramoant/ n. [non- 
count) waste matter discharged from the body, esp. fe- 
ces. 

ex-crete (ik skrét’) /ik'skriyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cret-ed, 
-cret-ing. to separate and eliminate from the body: ex- 
creting waste matter. —ex-crestion (ik skré/shan) 
Ak'skriyfon/ n. [nonconnt] 

ex-cru.ci ating (ik skrd0/shé a/ting) /Ik'skruwfiy,eytin/ 
adj. Causing intense suffering; tormenting: excmciating 
pain. 

ex-curesion (ik skûůr/zhən) /tk'skar3an/ n. [count] 1. a 
short trip or outing to some place: an excursion to the 
Statue of Liberty. 2. a deviation, digression, or change of 
direction into a new area: a brief excursion into politics. 

ex-cusearble (ik skyd0/za bal) /Ik'skyuwzəbəl/ adj. that 
may be forgiven or excused: an excusable error in judg- 
ment, —ex-cus/aebly (ik skyoo’za bie) /rk'skyuwzabliy/ 
adv. 

ex-cuse (v. ik skyooz/; n. -skyoos’) /v. 1k'skyuwz; n. 
-'skyuws/ v., -cused, -cus-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
pardon or forgive; overlook: Please excuse my child's 
rude behavior. 2. to offer an apology for: She excused 
her son's absence by saying that he was ill. 3. to release 
from an obligation, responsibility, or duty: to be excused 
from Jury duty. —n. [count] 4. an instance or act of ex- 
cusing: £ don’t want to hear any more of your excuses. 5. 
a ground or reason for excusing or being excused: tgno- 
rance of the law is no excuse. — Idiom. 6. excuse me, 
(used as a polite way to interrupt or disturb someone): 
Excuse me, but may t talk to you for a moment? —-Syn. 
EXCUSE, FORGIVE, PARDON imply being lenient or giving up 
the wish to punish. excuse means to overlook some (usu- 
ally) slight offense: ¢ can excuse her rudeness because t 
don't think she meant it. FORGIVE is applied to more seri- 
ous offenses; the person who is wronged not only over- 
looks the offense but keeps no ill feelings against the of- 
fender: to forgive and forget. PARDON often applies to an 
act of leniency or mercy by an officia! or superior: The 
governor pardoned the young offender. 

ex-ec (ig zek’) /ig'zek/ n. [count] tnformal. an executive. 

exec., an abbreviation of: 1. executive. 2. executor. 

ex-e-crasble (ek/si kra bal) /‘ekstkrabal/ adj. 1. very 
bad; inferior: an execrable perforinance. 2. completely 
detestable; abhorrent; an execrable crime. 

ex-e-cute (ek/si kydot’) /eksikyuwt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-cut-ed, -cut-ing. 1. to carry Out; accomplish: to execute 
a plan. 2. to perform or do: to execute a handstand. 3. 
to put to death according to law: The murderer was exe- 
cuted in the electric chair. 4. to murder; assassinate: The 
rebel army teaders executed the general. 5. to run (a 
computer program) or process (a command): The pro- 
gram is executed by typing RUN at the prompt. exe» 
curtion (ek’si kyoo’%shan) /eksi'khyuwfon/ n. [count; 
noncount) See -SEQ-. 

ex-e-cu-tion-er (ck/si kyōō/shə nər) jeksi'kyuwJfonor/ 
n. [count] an official who puts someone to death legally 
by capital punishment. See -seQ-. 
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ex-ec-urtive (ig zek/ya tiv) /iy'zekyativ/ n. 1. [count] a 
person or group having administrative or supervisory au- 
thority in an organization or government. 2. [noncount) 
the executive branch of a government. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of, related to, or suited to an executive: execi- 
tive duties. 4. for use by executives: an executive jet. See 
-SEQ-. 

ex-ec-urtor (ig zek’ya tar) /iy'zekyator/ n. [count] a 
person who is named to carry out the terms of a will. See 
-SEQ-. 

ex-ec-utrix (ig zek’ya triks) /ig'zekyatriks/ n. [count], 
pl ex-eceurtri-ces (ig zek’ya tri’séz) /ig,zekya'traysiyz/ 
ex-ec-ustrix-es. a woman who is named to carry out the 
terms of a will. See -SEQ-. 

ex-em:-plarry (ig zem/pla rē) /tg'zemplariy/ adj. 1. so 
good or great as to be worthy of imitation; commenda- 
ble: exemplary bravery. 2. serving as an i!lustration or 
example: The costumes were exemplary of Renaissance 
clothing. 

ex-em:pli-fy (ig zem/plə fi’) /tg'zemplə,fay/ v. [~ + 
obj), -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to show or illustrate by example. 
2. to furnish or serve as an example of; typify. 

ex-empt (ig zempt/) /tg'zempt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to free 
from an obligation, rule, or duty. —adj. [be + ~ (+ 
from)] 2. released from, or not subject to, an obligation, 
rule, or duty, etc.: Charitable organizations are usually 
exempt from taxes. —ex-emp-tion (iq zemp/shan) 
/ig'zempfan/ n. (count; noncount) 

ex-er-cise (ek/sar siz’) /‘eksor,sayz/ n., v., -cised, -cis- 
ing. —n. 1. [noncount) activity or exertion, esp. for the 
sake of practice, training, or improvement: aerobic exer- 
cise. 2. [count] something done or performed as a 
means of practice or training: dancing exercises. 3. [non- 
count] a putting into action, use, or effect: the exercise of 
caution when driving. 4. [count] a written composition, 
musical piece, or artistic work done for practice or learn- 
ing. —v. 5. to (cause to) go through exercises: [~ + obj]: 
They exercised their muscles. [no obj): We exercised for 
a full hour. 6. [~ + obj] to put into action, practice, or 
use: They exercised their right to vote. —ex/er-cis/er, n. 
{count 

ex-ert (ig zurt’) /tg'z3rt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to put into use; 
exercise: a president exerting his authority. 2. [~ + one- 
self] to put (oneself) into vigorous action or effort: /f you 
exert yourself you can finish the task on time. —ex-er- 
tion (ig ziir’shan) /tg'zsrfən/ n. [noncount; count] 

ex-hale (eks hal’, ek sal’) /eks'heyl, ek'scyl/ v., -haled, 
-hal-ing. to breathe out; emit (air, vapor, sound, etc.): 
[no obj): He exhaled through his teeth. [~ + obj]: She 
exhaled smoke in his face. —ex-harlaction (eks/ha !a7- 
shan) /,eksha'leyfon/ n. [noncount; count] See -HAte-. 

ex-haust (ig z6st’) /ig'zost/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to drain of 
strength or energy: l have exhausted myself working. The 
chitdren exhausted their babysitter. 2. to use up or con- 
sume completely: The soldiers had exhausted their sup- 
ply of ammunition. 3. to draw out all that is essential in; 
treat or study thoroughly: They had completely exhausted 
the subject. —n. [noncount) 4. the steam or gases that 
escape or are sent out of an engine: the exhaust from 
the car ahead. 5. Also called exhaust system. the parts 
of an engine through which the exhaust is ejected: Check 
the exhaust for a teak. —ex-haus-tion (ig zOs/chen) 
/ig'zostfon/ n. [noncount] —ex-haust/i-ble, adj. 

ex-haust-ed (ig z0s/tid) /ty'zostid/ adj. drained of 
strength or energy; greatly fatigued: The exhansted mm- 
ner stopped for a minute’s rest. 

ex-haus-tive (ig z0s/tiv) /ty'zostiv/ adj. very thorough; 
comprehensive; complete: an exhaustive study of Greek 
vases. —ex-haus/tiverly, adv. 

ex-hibsit (ig zib/it) /ig'zrbit/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to offer or 
expose to view; present for public inspection: to exhibit 
Van Gogh's paintings. —n. (count) 2. something exhib- 
ited: an exhibit of the artist's works. 3. a document or 
object exhibited in court as evidence: The district attor- 
ney showed tne several of the exhibits. —ex-hib/i-tor, 
ex-hib/it-er, n. [count] 

ex-hi-bi-tion (ek’sa bish/ən) /eksa'bifon/ m. 1. an ex- 
hibiting, showing, or presenting to view: [noncount]: The 
sculptor earned the right of exhibition. (count): an exhibi- 
tion of temper. 2. (count) a public display, as of artistic 
works, factory products, performance skills, or objects of 
genera! interest: an exhibition of Scandinavian crafts at 
the museum. 

ex-hi-bi-tion-ism (ek/sa bish’a niz’am) 
/eksa'brfa,nizam/ n. (noncount) behavior that calls at- 
tention to oneself. —ex’hi-bi/tion-ist, n. [count], adj. 

ex-hil-a-rate (ig zil’a rat’) /rg'ztlayreyt/ v. [~ + obj), 


exhort to expend 


-rat-ed, -rat-ing. to make cheerful or merry; enliven: 
The jog in the park exhilarated me. —ex-hil/a-rat/ing, 
adj. 

ex-hort (ig zôrt/) /ig'zort/ v. to urge, advise, or persuade 
eamestly or urgently: [~ + obj + to + verb): The ser- 
geaut exhorted his men to try their best. —ex-hor-ta- 
tion (eg/z6r ta’shan) /,egzor'teyfon/ n. [count; non- 
count) 

ex-hume (ig zoon/’, -zyOom’, eks hyoom/) /rg'zuwm, 
-'zyuwm, eks'hyuwm/ v. [~ + obj], -humed, -hum-ing. 
to remove from the earth; disinter: The judge ordered 
the corpse to be exhumed and re-examined. —ex-hus 
mation (eks/hyd0 ma/shan) /,ekshyu'meyJon/ n. [count; 
noncount) See -HUM-. 

ex-iegenecy (ek/si jan sé, ig zijfen-) /‘eksrd3ansiy, 
ig'zrd3zon-/ n. [count], pl. -cies. 1. Usually, exigencies. 
[plural] a need, demand, or requirement: the exigencies 
of city life. 2. a case or situation which demands prompt 
action or remedy. 

ex-ile (eg/zil, ek/sil) /‘egzayl, 'eksayl/ n., v., -iled, -il-ing. 
—n. 1. [noncourt] being sent out of one’s native land; 
banishment. 2. [count] a person who is banished or sep- 
arated from his or her native land. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
send out (a person) from his or her country; banish: Na- 
poleon was exiled to a small island near Italy. 

ex-ist (ig zist’) /ig'zrst/ v. [no obj] 1. to have actual be- 
ing; be: "7m real— | exist,” he said. 2. [not: be + ~ing] 
to have life or animation; live: Human beings could not 
exist without water. 3. [not: be + ~-ing] to continue to 
be or live: Belief in magic still exists. 4. (not; be + 
~-ing] be found; occur: A life that is free from all worry 
doesn't exist. 

ex-ist-ence (ig zis/tans) /ig'zrstons/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the state or fact of existing; being: To prove his own ex- 
istence, Descartes once said, “I think; therefore | am.” 2. 
[noncouné] continuance in being or life; life: /¢ was a con- 
stant struggle for existence. 3. [count; usually singular) 
mode or way of existing: They were working for a better 
existence. 4. [noncount] all that exists: Existence shows a 
universal order. 

ex-ist-ent (eg zis/tant) /eg'zistont/ adj. having exist- 
ence. 

ex-is-ten-tial (eg/zi sten’shal, ek/si-) /,egzi'stenfol, 
ekst-/ adj. 1. of or relating to existence. 2. of, relating 
to, or characteristic of existentialism: existential philoso- 
phy. —ex/is-ten/tial-ly, adv. 

ex-is-ten-tial-ism (eg/zi sten’sha liz/am, ek’si-) 
/egzt'stenfo,lizom, ,ekst-/ n. [noncount] a philosophy 
that stresses the individual’s position as an agent who 
determines what to do and who is responsible for his or 
her own choices. —ex/is-ten/tial-ist, adj., n. [court] 

ex-isteing (eg zis’ting) /eg'zrstro/ adj. [before a noun] 
being in use or in operation at the time of writing or 
speaking: under the existing economic conditions. 

exit (eg/zit, ek/sit) /‘egzit, 'eksrt/ n. [count] 1. a way or 
passage out, as a door, stairs, etc.: There is only one exit 
in this building. 2. a going out or away; departure: He 
made a graceful exit. —v. 3. to go out (of); leave (from); 
depart (from): [no obj; (~ + from + obj)): They exited 
from the room. [~ + obj]: To exit the building, follow 
these directions. 

exo-, prefix. exo- comes from Greek, where it means 
“outside, outer, external”: exocentric (= outside the cen- 
ter). Also, before a vowel, ex-. 

ex-o-dus (ek/sə das) /'eksadas/ n. [count; usually singu- 
lar] a mass departure or emigration: The Israelite exodus 
from Egypt the sununer exodus to the shore. 
ex-on-er-ate (ig zona rat’) /ig'zonoa,reyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to clear or free from an accusation, guilt, 
or blame: The court exonerated hint from any responsi- 
bility for the accident. —ex-on-er-a-tion (ig zon/a ra/- 
shan) /tg,zona'reyfan/ rt. [norcourit] 

ex-or-bi-tant (ig zOr/bi tant) /ry'zorbrtant/ adj. going 
beyond what is customary, proper, or reasonable in 
amount or extent: exorbitant luxury. —ex-or/bi-tant-ly, 
adv. 

ex-or-cise or ex-orecize (ek/sor siz’, -Sar-) 
I'eksor sayz, -sor-/ v. [~ + objj, -cised, -cis-ing or 
-cized, -ciz-ing. 1. to expel (an evil spirit) by religious or 
solemn ceremonies. 2. to dispel or get rid of (unpleasant 
memories). —ex-orecism (ek/sOr  siz’am, -səƏr-) 
/eksor,sizam, -sor-/ n. [Noncount; count] —ex/or-cist, 
n. [count] 

ex-oteic (ig zot/ik) /ig'zotik/ adj. 1. not native; coming 
from abroad or outside a country; foreign: The city has 
many restaurants witli exotic foods. 2. strikingly unusual 
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or strange in appearance or nature: exotic solutions. 
—ex-ot/i-cal-ly, adv. 

exp., an abbreviation of: 1. expenses. 2. expired. 3. ex- 
port. 4. exported. 5. exporter. 6. express. 

ex-pand (ik spand’) /tk'spend/ v. 1. to increase in ex- 
tent, size, scope, or volume: [no obj]: The balloon ex- 
panded until it burst. [~ + obj): The heat expanded the 
metal. 2. to stretch out; spread (out): [no obj): The 
snake expanded to its full length. [~ + obj): A bird ex- 
pands its wings. 3. to express more fully or in greater 
detail; develop: [~ + obj]: The writer expanded her story 
into a novel. [~ + upon/on + obj): The writer expanded 
on her story and wrote a full-fledged novel. —ex-pand/- 
a-bil/i-ty, ex-pand/i-bil/i-ty, n. [noncount] —ex-pand/- 
a-ble, ex-pand/i-ble, adj. See -PAND-. 

ex-panse (ik spans’) /tk'spans/ n. [count] an uninter- 
rupted space or area: an expanse of water. See -PAND-. 

ex-pan-sion (ik span’shoen) /ik'spenfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act or process of expanding; the state or qual- 
ity of being expanded: Future expansion of the business 
will require us to build more factories. The runway is un- 
dergoing expansion to allow bigger planes to land there. 
2. [count] an expanded portion or form of a thing: The 
book is an expansion of a series of articles. See -PAND-. 

ex-pan-sive (ik span/siv) /rk'spansrv/ adj. 1. having a 
wide range; extensive. 2. cordially welcoming; outgoing: 
an expansive host. 3. tending to expand or capable of 
expanding; causing expansion: the expansive force of 
heat. —ex-pan/sive-ness, n. [noncournt] See -PAND-. 

ex-pastrieate (eks pa/tré it) /eks'peytrryit/ adj. 1. dwell- 
ing in a foreign land: The expatriate community, mostly 
British and Americans, was invited to the ambassador's 
residence. —n. [count] 2. a person dwelling in a foreign 
country. See -PATR-. 

expect (ik spekt/) /rk'spekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. a. to an- 
ticipate the occurrence or the coming of: We are expect- 
ing fifty guests. b. [not: be + ~-ing] to believe or think: 
[~ + (that) clause]: We expect that fifty guests will come. 
[~ + obj + to + verb]: We expect fifty guests to come to 
the party. [~ + to + verb]: | expect to get there on time. 
2. [not: be + ~ing; usually: | + ~; ~ + clause] Infor- 
mal. to suppose; guess; presume: / expect you know who 
I'm talking about. —Idiom. 3. be expecting, to be 
pregnant: She's expecting and is due to give birth in Au- 
gust. See -SPEC-. 

ex-pect-an-cy (ik spek/ten sé) /rk'spektonsty/ n. [non- 
count] the quality or state of expecting or of being ex- 
pected: There was a feeling of expectancy in the air. See 
-SPEC-. 

ex-pect-ant (ik spek/tant) /ik'spektant/ adj. 1. having 
or marked by expectations: an expectant audience. 2. 
[before a noun] pregnant: an expectant mother. —ex: 
pect/ant-ly, adv. See -SPEC-. 

ex-pec-ta-tion (ek/spek ta’shan) /,ekspek'teyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or the state of expecting; anticipation. 
2. [count] something expected. 3. Often, expectations. 
[plural] a prospect of future benefit or fortune: to have 
great expectations. See -SPEC-. 

ex-pe-di-en-cy (ik spé/dé an sé) /tk'spiydryonsty/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] the quality of being expedient. 2. 
[count] something expedient. Often, ex-pe/di-ence. 

ex-pe-di-ent (ik spé’dé ant) /tk'spiydiyont/ adj. 1. fit or 
suitable for the purpose; proper; useful; worthwhile: 
Sometimes 1 find it expedient to lecture from notes. 2. 
leading to advantage; done for self-interest; advanta- 
geous: /n an expedient move, the legislators voted them- 
selves a pay raise. —n. [count] 3. a handy means to an 
end. —ex-pe/di-ent-ly, adv. See -PED-'. 

ex-pe-dite (ek’spi dit’) /'‘ckspr,dayt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-dit-ed, -dit-ing. to speed up the progress of; perform 
promptly: They promised to expedite payment. —ex/pe- 
dit’er, ex’pe-di/tor, n. [count] 

ex-pe-di-tion (ek’/spi dish’en) /,ekspr'difan/ m. 1. 
[count] a journey made for a specific purpose, as to ex- 
plore or investigate: an expedition to the South Pole. 2. 
[court] the group of persons or vehicles engaged in such 
a journey: The expedition had to turn back when it ran 
out of food. 3. [noncount]) promptness or speed in ac- 
complishing something: performed with expedition and 
efficiency. —ex/pe-di/tion-ar-y, adj. See -PED-'. 

ex-pe-di-tious (ek’spi dish’as) /,ekspr'drfos/ adj. 
prompt; quick: expeditious repairs. —ex/pe-di/tious-ly, 
adv. —ex’pe-di/tious-ness, n. [Noncount) 

ex-pel (ik spel’) /tk'spel/ v. [~ + obj], -pelled, -pel-ling. 
to drive or force out or away; eject: The arniy expelled 
the rebels from the region. See -PEL-. 

ex-pend (ik spend’) /rk'spend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to use 
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up: expended much time and energy. 2. to pay out; 
spend: He expends half his income on housing. See 
-PEND-. 

ex-pend-a-ble (ik spen/da bal) /ik'spendabal/ adj. 1. 
capable of being spent or expended: The city has a mil- 
lion dollars of expendable funds for street repair. 2. not 
worth keeping or maintaining: Lives must be saved, but 
the equipment is expendable. —n. [count] 3. Usually, 
expendables. [plural] an expendable person or thing. 
—ex-pend-a-bil-i-ty (ik spen/da bilZi te) 
/ik,spenda'bilitiy/ n. [noncount} See -PENo-. 

ex-pend-i-ture (ik spen/di char) /ik'spenditfor/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of expending. 2. [count] something 
expended. 

ex-pense (ik spens’) /ik'spens/ n. 1. [noncount] cost; 
charge: Nine dollars for a complete dinner is a small ex- 
pense. 2. [count] a cause or occasion of spending: A car 
is a necessary expense. 3. expenses, [plural] a. char- 
ges incurred esp. during a business assignment: used a 
credit card to pay his expenses. b. money paid as reim- 
bursement for charges: salary and expenses. —Idiom. 
4. at the expense of, at the sacrifice of; to the harm or 
detriment of: The landlord was interested in saving 
money at the expense of providing adequate heat. 5. at 
(someone’s) expense, a. with someone paying: / flew to 
San Diego at the company’s expense. b. causing some- 
one to look or feel foolish: He felt confident enough to 
tell a joke at his own expense. See -PEND-. 

ex-pen-sive (ik sper/siv) /ik'spensiv/ adj. requiring 
great expense; costing a lot of money: an expensive 
party. —ex-pen/siverly, adv. 

ex-pe-rieence (ik spér/é ons) /tk'sproriyans/ n., v., 
-enced, -enc-ing. —n. 1. [count] something observed, 
lived through, or undergone: That car crash was a fright- 
ening experience. 2. [noncount} the observing, living 
through, or undergoing of things in the course of time: to 
learn from experience. 3. [noncount] knowledge or prac- 
tical wisdom gained from what one has observed, lived 
through, or undergone: a person of experience. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 4. to have experience of; live through; undergo: 
to experience the pleasure of a cruise. 

ex-pe-ri-enced (ik spér’é anst) /ik'sploriyanst/ adj. 
wise or skillful in a particular field through experience: an 
experienced teacher. 

ex-per-iement (n. ik sperfa meant; v. -ment/) /n. 
ik!sperament; v. -ment n. 1. [count] a test, trial, or set 
of actions, esp. one for the purpose of discovering some- 
thing unknown or of testing a principle, law, or theory: a 
laboratory experiment. 2. [noncount] the conducting of 
such tests, trials, etc.: to prove by experiment. —v. 3. to 
try or test esp. in order to discover or prove something: 
[~ + with + obj): The chemist was experimenting with 
the formula. [~ + on + obj): The scientists experi- 
mented on two groups of subjects. —ex-per/iemen/tal, 
adj. —ex-per/iemen/tal-ly, adv. —ex-per-i-men-ta-tion 
(ik sper’a men ta/shan) /ik,speramen'teyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

ex-pert (ek/spurt; adj. also ik spurt’) /‘eksp3rt; adj. also 
ik'spart/ n. [count] 1. a person who has special skill or 
knowledge in a particular field: a computer expert. —adj. 
2. possessing special skill or knowledge; trained by prac- 
tice: She is an expert horseback rider. 3. [before a noun) 
relating to or characteristic of an expert: expert advice. 
—ex-pert/ly, adv. —ex-pert/ness, n. [noncount] 

ex-per-tise (ek/spar téz’) /ekspor'tiyz/ n. [noncount] 
expert Skill or knowledge. 

ex-pirea-tion (ek spa ra/’shan) /ekspa'reyfon/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a coming to an end; termination: the expiration 
of a contract. 2. the act of breathing out air from the 
lungs. 

expire (ik spi?r’) /ik'spay°r/ v., -pired, -pir-ing. 1. [no 
obj] to come to an end; terminate: The contract expired 
at the end of the month. 2. [no obj) to emit the last 
breath; die: /n the novel the hero expired after a long ill- 
ness. 3. to breathe out (air) from the lungs: [no obj): still 
expiring irregularly. [~ + obj]: to expire air. See -SPir-. 

explain (ik splan’) /ik'spleyn/ v. 1. to make clear or 
understandable: [~ + obj]: Please explain your plan. [~ 
+ (that) clause): | explained that the mistakes were my 
own. 2. to give the cause or reason of; account for: [~ + 
obj): How do you explain such rude behavior? [no obj): ! 
asked her to explain. 3. explain away, [~ + away + 
obj) to lessen the importance or significance of through 
explanation; justify: She explained away her rude behav- 
ior as a joke. 

ex-pla-na-tion (ek’sple na/shan) /,eksplo'neyfoan/ n. 1. 
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[noncount) the act or process of explaining. 2. [count] 
something that explains: one of many explanations. 

ex-plan-a-to-ry (ik splan/a tor/é, -t6r/é) 
/Ak'splano,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. serving to explain: an ex- 
Planatory footnote. 

ex-ple-tive (ek/spli tiv) /‘eksplitiv/ n. [count] a word or 
expression, frequently profane, said suddenly to express 
anger, impatience, surprise, etc.: He muttered an exple- 
tive when he stubbed his toe. 

ex-plisca-ble (ek/spli kə bal, ik splik’a bal) /‘eksplik- 
abal, ik'splikabal/ adj. capable of being explained. —ex- 
pli-ca-bly (ek/spli ka ble) /‘eksplikabliy/ adv. See -ptic-. 

explicate (ek/spli kat’) /‘ekspli,keyt/ v. [~ + obj}. 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to explain in detail: Can you explicate 
the theory? —ex-pli-ca-tion (ekspli ka/’shan) /,eks- 
pli'keyfan/ n. [noncount; count) See -Puc-. 

ex-plic-it (ik splis/it) /ik'splisit/ adj. 1. fully and clearly 
expressed or demonstrated: explicit instructions. 2. unre- 
served in expression; outspoken: explicit language. —ex- 
plic/it-ly, adv. —ex-plic/it-ness, n. [noncount] See 
-PLIC-. 

ex-plode (ik spléd/) /ik'splowd/ v., -plod-ed, -plod-ing. 
1. to (cause to) expand with force and noise; to (cause 
to) burst violently: [mo obj]: Suddenly the bomb ex- 
ploded. [~ + obj]: The terrorists exploded the bomb. 2. 
to erupt energetically; to move or act suddenly and 
quickly with force: [no obj]: to explode in laughter. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to show to be wrong; discredit; disprove: The new 
findings about the solar system explode the present the- 
ories. See -PLAUD-, -PLOD-. 

ex-ploit’ (ek/sploit) /'eksployt/ n. [count] a striking or 
notable deed; feat. 

ex-ploit? (ik sploit’) /ik'sployt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to use for 
profit; turn to practical account: to exploit a business op- 
portunity. 2. to use selfishly for one’s own ends: a com- 
pany that exploits its workers with low pay and no bene- 
fits. —ex-ploi-ta-tion (ek/sploi ta’shan) /,eksploy'teyfan/ 
n. [noncount) 

ex-plore (ik splor’, -splōr/) /ik'splor, -'splowr/ v., 
-plored, -plor-ing. 1. to travel over (a region, area, etc.) 
for the purpose of discovery: [~ + obj]: to explore an is- 
land. [no obj): spent the day exploring. 2. [~ + obj] to 
look into closely; investigate: We have to explore that 
idea. —ex-plor-a-tion (ek/spla ra’shan) /,ekspla'reyfan/ 
n. [noncount; count] —ex-plor’/a-to/ry, adj. 

ex-plo-sion (ik splo/zhan) /ik'splow3an/ n. [count] 1. an 
act or instance of exploding. 2. the noise of an explo- 
sion. See -PLAUD-. 

ex-plo-sive (ik splo/siv) /ik'splowsiv/ adj. 1. tending or 
serving to explode: an explosive gas; an explosive tem- 
per. 2. relating to or of the nature of an explosion: explo- 
Sive violence. 3. likely to lead to violence, anger, or hos- 
tility: That subject is an explosive issue for many. —n. 
(count; noncount) 4. an explosive agent or substance. 
—ex-plo’sively, adv. —ex-plo’sive-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

expo (ek/spō) /'ekspow/ n. [count], pl. -pos. an exposi- 
tion. 

ex-po-nent (ik spo’nant or, esp. for 3, ek/spdo nent) 
/ik'spownont or, esp. for 3, 'ekspownent n. [count] 1. 
a person or thing that supports or explains a cause: The 
congressman is a leading exponent of free trade. 2. a 
person or thing that is a representative, advocate, or 
symbol of something: an exponent of the new Europe. 3. 
a mathematical symbol or number placed above and af- 
ter another symbol or number to denote the power to 
which the tatter is to be raised. —ex-po-nenstial (ek’- 
spe nen/shal) /,ekspa'nenfal/ adj. —ex/po-nen‘tial-ly, 
adv. See -PON-. 

ex-port (v. ik sport’, -spOrt’?, ek/spdrt, -sport; n., adj. 
ek/sport, -sport) /v. 1K!sport, -'spowrt, !eksport, -spowrt; 
n., adj. 'eksport, -spowrt/ v. 1. to ship (commodities) to 
other countries: [~ + obj]: The U.S. exports wheat to 
many countries. 2. [~ + obj] to transmit abroad: export- 
ing political ideologies. —n. 3. {noncount] the act or 
business of exporting. 4. [count] something exported: 
Our exports are down. —adj. [before a noun) 5. of or re- 
lating to the exporting of goods: We had to pay very high 
export duties. —ex-port/a-ble, adj. —ex-por-ta-tion 
(ek’spor ta’shan, -spOr-) /,ekspor'teyfon, -spowr-/ n. 
[noncount) —ex-port/er, n. [count] See -PORT-. 

ex-pose (ik spōz/) /ik'spowz/ v. [~ + obj], -posed, 
-pos-ing. 1. to lay open to danger, attack, or harm: the 
risk of exposing people to disease. 2. to uncover; bare: 
to expose one’s head to the rain. 3. to present to view; 
exhibit. See -Pos-. 

@x-po-sé (ek’sp6 24’) /,ekspow'zey/ n. [cont] a public 
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revelation, as of something dishonest: a magazine ex- 
posé on political corruption. See -Pos-. 

ex-porsi-tion (ek/spa zish’an) /ekspa'zifon/ n. [count] 
1. a large public exhibition: an automobile exposition. 2. 
a detailed explanation: gave an exposition of his views. 
See -Pos-. 

ex-pos-i-toery (ik spoz/i tor/é, -tor/é) /ik'spnzi,toriy, 
-,towriy/ adj. serving to explain something: expository 
writing. See -POS-. 

ex-pos-tu-late (ik spos/cha lat’) /ik'spostfa,leyt/ v. [no 
obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to reason earnestly with someone 
by way of warning or rebuke: expostulated with the rebel- 
lious student. 

ex-po-sure (ik spo/zhar) /ik'spow3oar/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act of exposing or the state of being exposed: expo- 
sure to the effects of radiation. 2. an act or instance of 
revealing or unmasking something previously hidden: 
[noncount): exposure of graft and corruption. [count]: an 
exposure of the crime bosses in the city. 3. a. [non- 
count] the act of subjecting a photosensitive surface to 
light. b. [count] a photographic image that is produced: 
A few of the exposures were blurred. See -Pos-. 

ex-pound (ik spound?) /ik'spawnd/ v. to make a detailed 
statement (about): [~ + obj]: to expound theories. [~ + 
on + obj]: expounded on a favorite theory. See -PON-. 

ex-press (ik spres’) /ik'spres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put into 
words: to express an idea. 2. to show; reveal: She ex- 
pressed her anger. 3. [~ + oneself] to communicate 
one’s opinions or feelings: He expressed himself elo- 
quently. 4. to represent by a symbol, figure, or formula: 
to express water as H,O. —adj. [before a noun) 5. clearly 
indicated; explicit: She defied her parents’ express com- 
mand. 6. special; definite: /t was her express purpose 
not to get emotional. 7. direct or fast, esp. making few 
or no intermediate stops: an express train. 8. sent faster 
than ordinary mail: express mail. —n. 9. [count] an ex- 
press vehicle: The express whipped through the station. 
—adv. 10. by express: to travel express. See -PRESS-. 

ex-pres-sion (ik spresh’an) /ik'sprefon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of expressing or setting forth in words: the 
free expression of opinions. 2. [count] a particular word, 
phrase, or form of words: “Round the bend” is an old- 
fashioned expression meaning “crazy.” 3. [noncount) the 
manner or form in which a thing is expressed: delicacy of 
expression. 4. [count] a look on the face or a sound of 
the voice showing personal feeling: She had a happy ex- 
pression on her face. 5. [count] a mathematical symbol 
or set of symbols representing a value, relation, or the 
like: E = mc? is an expression about the relationship of 
mass and energy. —ex-pres/sion-less, adj. See -PRESS-. 

ex-pres-sion-ism (ik spresh’a niz/am) /tk'spreso,nizom/ 
n. [often: Expressionisin] a Style of art in which forms 
depict the personal view of the artist. —ex-pres/sion-ist, 
n. [count], adj. —ex-pres/sion-is/tic, adj. 

ex-pres-sive (ik spres/iv) /ik'spresiv/ adj. 1. full of ex- 
pression; meaningful: an expressive shrug. 2. serving to 
express: a look expressive of gratitude. —ex-pres/- 
sive-ly, adv. —ex-pres/sive-ness, n. [moncoint) 

ex-press-ly (ik spres/lé) /ik'spresliy/ adv. 1. for the 
specific purpose; specially: / came expressly to see you. 
2. in an express manner; explicitly: Ste expressly de- 
tmatded an apology. 

ex-press-way (ik spres/wa’) /ik'spres,wey/ n. [count] a 
highway for high-speed traffic, having limited access and 
a divider between lanes for traffic moving in opposite 
directions. 

ex-pro-pri-ate (eks pr0/pré at’) /eks'prowpriy,cyU/ v. [7 
+ obj), -ateed, -at-ing. to take possession of, esp. for 
public use: The governinent expropriated the land. —ex- 
pro-pri-a-tion (eks pro’pré a/shen) /eks,prowpriy'ey Jon/ 
nm. [noncount) See -PROPR-. 

ex-pul-sion (ik spul/shan) /tk'spalfan/ n. [aoncount; 
count) the act of expelling; the state of being expelled. 
See -PULS-. 

ex-punge (ik spunj/) /ik'spand3/ v. [~ + obj], -punged, 
-pung'ing. to take out; remove; erase: to expunge a lew 
lines from the script. See -PUNCT-. 

ex-pur-gate (ek/spar gat’) /‘ekspar,geyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to change by removing words or pas- 
sages thought to be improper or objectionable: The cen- 
sors expurgated the documentary. ex-pur-ga-tion 
(ek/spir ga/shon) /ekspar'geyfan/ n. [noncount; count) 
See -PUR-. 

ex-quiseite (ik skwiz/it, ek/skwi zit) /ik'skwizit, 'ckskwi- 
zit/ adj. 1. of special beauty and appealing excellence: 
an exquisite statuette. 2. intense; acute: caquisite pain. 
3. keenly sensitive or responsive: She had an exquisite 
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ear for music. 4. of particular refinement or elegance: 
exquisite manners. —ex-quis/itely, adv. ~ ex-quis/ites 
ness, n. [noncount) See -Quis-. 

ext., an abbreviation of: 1. extension. 2. exterior. 3. ex- 
ternal. 4. extinct. 5. extra. 6. extract. 

ex-tant (ek/stant, ik stant’) /‘ekstont, tk'stant/ adj. still 
existing: There are three extant copies of the document. 
See -STAT-. 

ex-tem-po-ra-ne-ous (ik stem/pa ra/ne as) 
/Ak,stempa'reyniyas/ adj. spoken or performed without 
preparation; impromptu: an exlemporaneous speech. 
—ex-tem/porra/ne-ous-ly, adv. See -TEMP-. 

ex-tem-po-rize (ik stem/pə riz’) /ik’stempo,rayz v. [no 
obj], -rized, -riz-ing. to speak, perform, or do extempo- 
raneously. See -TEMP-. 

ex-tend (ik stend/) /ik'stend) v. 1. [~ + obj] to stretch 
or draw out or outward: / extended my leg. 2. [~ + obj) 
to stretch forth; hold out; offer: to extend one’s hand in 
greeting. 3. to make longer; lengthen [~ + obj]: The 
new section extended the highway. [no obj): The road 
extends for another two rniles. 4. to increase the dura- 
tion or length of time (of); prolong: [~ + obj]: / wish they 
didn't have to extend their visit. [no obj]: Their visit ex- 
tended another hour. 5. to enlarge the area, scope, Or 
application of: [~ + obj]: The rnilitary powers extended 
their authority. [no obj): Their authority extended into 
foreign countries. 6. [~ + Obj] to grant or offer: fo ex- 
tend aid to needy scholars. See -TEND-. 

extended family, n. [count] a group that is related 
by blood or marriage, made up of a married couple, their 
children, and various close relatives. See -TEND-. 

ex-tenesion (ik sten’shan) ık'stenfoəni n. 1. [count] an 
addition: added an extension to the house. 2. [count] an 
increase in length of time, area, duration, or scope: an 
extension for filing our taxes. 3. [count] an additional tel- 
ephone that operates on a principal line: Pick up the ex- 
tension in your room. 4. [count] a program by which an 
institution, such as a university, provides instruction or 
other services away from the regular location: studying at 
an extension. —adj. (before a noun) 5. connecting two 
ends that would be otherwise too far away: an extension 
cord. 6. of or being a program by which a university pro- 
vides instruction away from the regular location or out- 
side regular hours: an extension Course. See -TENO-. 

ex-tenesive (ik sten/siv) /ik'stensiv/ adj. of great extent; 
wide; broad: The bomb destroyed an extensive area. 
—ex-ten/sive-ly, adv. See -TEND-. 

ex-tent (ik stent’) ‘ik'stent’/ n. the space or degree to 
which a thing extends: the extent of their property. See 
-TEND-. 

ex-ten-ueateing (ik sten’yoo at/ing) /ik'stenyuw,cytin/ 
adj. that make something seem less serious by providing 
excuses: He attributed his poor grades at school to ex- 
tennating circumstances. 

ex-terrisor (ik stēr/ē ar) /ik'stioriyar/ adj. 1. being on 
the outer side or the outside: exterior surfaces. 2. in- 
tended or suitable for outdoor use: exterior paint. —n. 
[count] 3. the outer surface or part; outside: the exterior 
of the house. 

ex-ter-mi-enate (ik stûr/mə nat’) /ik'starma,neyt/ v. [7 
+ obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to get rid of by destroying: fo 
exterminate insect pests. ~ex-tersmi-na-tion (ik stur’- 
ma na/shen) /ik,starmoa'neysoan/ nm. [noncount] ——-ex- 
ter/mi-na/tor, n. [count] See -TERM-. 

ex-terenal (ik stûr/nl) ‘ik'stsrnl/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
the outside or outer part; outer. 2. to be applied to the 
outside of a body: The medicine says “for external use 
only.” 3. located or being outside something; acting or 
coming from without: external influences. —ex-ter’- 
nally, adv. 

ex-tinct (ik stingkt”) ‘ik'stigkt’ adj. 1. no longer in ex- 
istence: an extinct species. 2. no longer in use; obsolete: 
an extinct custom. 3. no longer active: an extinct vol- 
cano. —exetine-tion (ik stingk’shan) tk'stigkfon n. 
[noncount] 

ex-tin-guish (ik sting’qwish) ‘ik'stingwif’ v. [~ + obj) 
1. to cause to stop burning; put out: The firefighters ex- 
tinguished the fire. 2. to put an end to or bring to an 
end: eatinguished his hopes. —ex-tin/guishea-ble, adj. 

ex-tin-guish-er (ik sting’gwi shar) ik'stiggwifar/ n. 
[count] FIRE EXTINGUISHER. 

extol or ex-toll (ik stol7, -stol”) ik'stowl, -'stpl/ v. [7 
+ Obj], -tolled, -tol-ling or -toll-ing. to praise highly; 
laud. 

ex-tort (ik stôrt/) /tk'stort/ v. [~ + obj) to obtain 
(money) from a person by force, threats, violence, etc.: 
The policeman extorted money from sinall shopkeepers. 
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—ex-tort/er, n. [count] —ex-tor-tion (ik stor’shan) 
Ak'storfan/ n. [noucount] —ex-tor/tion-ist, n. [count] 
See -TORT-. 

ex-tor-tion-ate (ik stôr/’shə nit) /ik'storfonit/ adj. ex- 
cessive; too high; exorbitant: extortionate prices. 

extra (ek/stra) /'ekstro/ adj., n., pl. -tras, adv. —adj. 1. 
[before a noun] beyond, more, or better than what is 
usual: Make an extra copy. 2. [be + ~] provided at an 
additional charge: Home delivery is extra. —n. 3. an ad- 
ditional feature for which there is usually a charge: We 
ordered a few extras for the car. 4. a special edition of a 
newspaper: The “Daily News” put out an extra to report 
the election results. —adv. 5. in excess of, or beyond, the 
usual amount, size, or degree: extra large galoshes. 

extra-, prefix. extra- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “outside of; beyond”: extra- + galactic ~ extra- 
galactic (= outside the galaxy); extra- + sensory ~ ex- 
trasensory (= beyond the senses). 

ex-tract (v. ik strakt/; n. ekstrakt) /v. ik! strackt; n. 
lekstrakU v. [~ + obj] 1. to pull or draw out, esp. with 
effort: The dentist extracted my tooth. 2. to draw forth: 
extracting information from the prisoners. 3. to take or 
copy out (excerpts), as from a book: They extracted a few 
examples from the text. 4. to separate or obtain from 
something: The chemists extracted this substance from 
vanilla plants. —n. 9. [count] something extracted. 6. 
[count] a passage taken from a written work; excerpt: an 
extract from his play. 7. (noncount] a solid or liquid sub- 
stance containing the essence of a food, plant, or drug in 
concentrated form: beef extract; vanilla extract. See 
-TRAC-. 

ex-trac-tion (ik strak’shan) /ik'strakfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count; count] an act or instance of extracting something. 
2. [voncount] descent; ancestry: of Greek extraction. 3. 
[count] something extracted; extract. 

ex-trascur-riceuslar (ek/stra kə rik’ya lər) /ekstr- 
dka'rikyalor/ adj. outside the regular program of courses 
at a school: extracurricular activities. 

ex-tra-dite (ek/stra dit’) /‘ekstra,dayt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dit-ed, -dit-ing. 1. to formally surrender (an alleged fu- 
gitive or criminal) to another state, nation, or authority. 
2. to obtain the extradition of: The U.S. finally succeeded 
in extraditing the spy from Mexico. 

ex-tra-di-tion (ek/stra dish’an) /,ckstra'difan/ n. [non- 
count] the formal surrender of an alleged fugitive or 
criminal from one state or country to another. 

ex-traemar-i-tal (ek/stra mar/i tl) /ekstra'mrit!/ adj. 
(usually: before a noun) relating to sexual relations with 
someone other than one’s spouse: an extramarital affair. 

ex-trasmurral (ek/stra myòór/əl) /ekstra'myoral/ adj. 
involving representatives of more than one school: extra- 
mural basketball games. 

ex-trasne-ous (ik strā/nē as) /ik'streyniyas/ adj. 1. in- 
troduced or coming from without or outside: extraneous 
substances in our water. 2. not pertinent; irrelevant: The 
witness made several extraneous reniarks that were 
Stricken from the record. 

ex-traor-dienarsy (ik strôr/dn er/é, ek/strə dr/-) 
Ak'strordn,eriy, ,ekstro'or-/ adj. 1. being beyond what is 
usual; exceptional; remarkable: extraordinary speed. 2. 
[afer a noun] having a special, often temporary task or 
responsibility: a minister extraordinary. —ex-traor/di- 
nar/i-ly, adv. See -orb-. 

ex-trap-o-late (ik strap’a lat’) /ik'strapa,leyt/ v., 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to figure out or infer (something un- 
known) from something known; conjecture: [~ + obj]: 
We should be able to extrapolate our future costs for that 


program. [no obj): Can you extrapolate from these 
figures? —ex-trap-o-la-tion (ik strap’a lā/shən) 


Ak, strepa'leyfon/ u. [noncount; count] 
ex-tra-sen-sorry (ek/stra sen/sa rē) /ekstra'sensariy/ 
adj. beyond one’s normal sense perception. See -SENS-. 
ex-tra-ter-res-trisal (ek/stra tə res/tré al) /,ekstr- 
dta'restriyol/ adj. 1. existing, involving, or coming from 
outside the limits of the earth: extraterrestrial biology. 
=. [count] 2. an imagined extraterrestrial being. See 
-TERR-. 

ex-trav-a-gance (ik strav’a gans) /Ik'strævəgəns/ n. 1. 
[voncount] the quality of being extravagant. 2. [count] 
an example of being extravagant. 

ex-travea-gant (ik strav’a gant) /ik'stravogont/ adj. 1. 
spending much more than is necessary or wise: an ex- 
travagant shopper. 2. exceeding the bounds of reason or 
moderation; excessive: extravagant deniands. —ex: 
trav’/a-gant-ly, adv. 

ex-trav-a-ganza (ik strav’e gan/za) /ik,stravo'gwenzo/ 


extortionate to eyebrow 


n. [Count], pl. -zas. a lavish or elaborate show, produc- 
tion, event, or entertainment. 

ex-treme (ik strém/) /ik'striym/ adj., -trem-er, -trem- 
est, n. —adj. 1. going beyond the ordinary or average: 
extreme cold. 2. [before a noun] exceedingly great in de- 
gree or intensity: extreme joy. 3. [before a noun] farthest 
from the center or middle: the extreme limit of the city. 
4. immoderate; radical: the extreme right wing of the 
party. 5. last; final: extreme hopes. —n. [count] 6. one of 
two things that are as different from each other as possi- 
ble: torn between the extremes of joy and grief. —ex- 
treme/ly, adv. 

ex-trem-ism (ik stré/miz am) /ik'striymizam/ n. [non- 
count] a tendency to go to extremes, esp. in politics. 
—ex-trem/ist, n. [count] 

ex-tremeisty (ik strem/i tē) /ik'stremitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] the terminal point, limit, or part of something. 2. 
Usually, extremities. [plural] the end part of a limb, as a 
hand or foot. 3. [noncount] an utmost degree: the ex- 
tremity of joy. 

ex-tri-cate (ek/stri kat’) /‘ekstri,keyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to free or release from something that 
tangles or traps; disengage: The fox tried desperately to 
extricate Himself from the trap. —ex/trieca/tion, n. 
[noncount) 

ex-tro-vert (ek/stra vurt’) ‘ekstro,vart/ n. [count] 1. an 
outgoing person; an active, talkative, cheerful person. 
—adj. 2. Also, ex/tro-vert/ed. marked by such a ten- 
dency to be outgoing. See -vert-. 

ex-trude (ik strood’) /ik'struwd/ v. [~ + obj], -trud-ed, 
-trud-ing. to force or press out, as through a small 
opening that gives shape: The spaghetti-niaking machine 
extrudes dough through tiny holes. —exetruesion (ik- 
stro6/zhan) /ik'struw3an/ n. [norcount] See -TRUDE-. 

ex-usber-ance (ig z00’bar ans) /ig'zuwbarans/ n. [non- 
count] exuberant behavior or feeling. 

ex-ueber-ant (ig z66/bar ant) /ig'zuwboront/ adj. over- 
flowing with enthusiasm, excitement, or cheerfulness; 
vigorous: an exuberant welcome. —ex-u/ber-ant-ly, 
adv. 

ex-ude (ig zod, ik sdod/) /ig'zuwd, 1k'suwd/ v., -ud-ed, 
-udeing. 1. to (cause to) come out gradually in drops; 
(cause to) ooze out: [no obj): A sweet-smelling chemical 
exuded from the container. [~ + obj]: The animal ex- 
udes musk from special glands. 2. [~ + obj] to project 
(a quality or emotion) in great amount; radiate: to exude 
cheerfulness. 

ex-ult (ig zult/) /ig'zalt/ v. [no obj] to show or feel a 
lively or triumphant joy: The players exulted over their 
victory. —ex-ult/ant, adj. —ex-ul-ta-tion (eg/zal tā/- 
shan, ek/sal-) /egzəl'teyfən, ,eksal-/ nu. [noncount] 

eye (i) /ay/ nu., v., eyed, ey-ing or eye-ing. —n. [count] 
1. the organ of sight; in animals with backbones, one of 
a pair of rounded bodies in the skull with muscles and 
nerves. 2. [usually: singular] sight; vision: The marksman 
had a sharp eye. 3. (usually: singular] the power of see- 
ing and appreciating something through vision: an artis- 
tic eye. 4. a look, glance, or gaze: to cast one's eye upon 
a scene. 5. an attentive look; observation: under the 
watchful eyes of the guards. 6. point of view; intention: 
through the eyes of a ten-year-old. 7. judgment; opinion: 
innocent in the eyes of the law. 8. something suggesting 
the eye in appearance, as the opening in the lens of a 
camera or a hole in a needle. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to look 
at; view; watch: eyed the strangers with suspicion. 
——Idiom. 10. be all eyes, to be extremely attentive; to 
pay great attention: She was all eyes as the magician be- 
gan his act. 11. catch someone's eye, to attract some- 
one’s attention: She caught my eye as | moved toward 
the door. 12. have an eye for, [~ + obj] have good 
judgment about or appreciation for: He has an eye for 
bargains. 13. have eyes for, [have + -s + for + obj] 
to be attracted to: She only has eyes for you. 14. keep 
one’s eyes open, [no obj] to be especially alert or ob- 
servant: The guards were told to keep their eyes open for 
a possible escape. 15. make eyes at, [make + ~s + 
at + obj) to glance at in a flirting way; ogle. 16. see eye 
to eye, to agree: We finally see eye to eye after our mis- 
understanding. 

eye-ball (izbôl/) /'ay,bol/ n. [count] 1. the rounded part 
of the eye that is enclosed by the bony socket and eye- 
lids. —v. [~ + obj] 2. Informal. to look at carefully: The 
two opponents eyeballed each other. 

eye-brow, n. [count] 1. the fringe of hair growing on 
the bony arch or ridge above the top part of the eye. 
—Idiom. 2. raise eyebrows, to cause shock or sur- 


eye-catching to eyewitness 


prise: Your revolutionary proposal is sure to raise a few 
eyebrows. 

eye’-catch’ing, adj. 
catching gown of red silk. 

eye-drop-per (i/drop/ar) /‘ay,dropar/ n. [Count] DROPPER 
(def. 2). 

eye-ful (i/f60l) /ayfol/ n. [count], pl. -fuls. a thorough or 
complete view: We got an eyeful of city life during our 
visit. 

eyeglass (i/glas/) /'ay,glæs/ n. [count] 1. eyeglasses, 
[plural class (def. 4). 2. a single lens worn to aid vision; 
monocle. 

eye-lash (i/lash’) /‘ay,lwf/ n. [count] any of the short 
hairs growing in a fringe on the edge of an eyelid. 

eye-let (i/lit) /‘aylit/ n. [count] 1. a small hole for a cord 
or lace to pass through. 2. a metal ring for lining a small 
hole; grommet. 

eyeelid (i/lid’) /‘ay,lid/ n. [count] the movable lid of skin 
that covers and uncovers the eyeball. 

eye-lineer (i/li/nar) /‘ay,laynar/ n. [count] a cosmetic 
applied in a line along the edge of the eyelids. 

eye-o-pen-er (i/6/pa nar) /'ay,owpanor/ n. [count; usu- 


attracting attention: an eye- 


UG 


ally singular] an experience or discovery that provides 
sudden knowledge about something: Her book about the 
problems of teenagers was a real eyeopener. —eye/o’- 
pen-ing, adj. 

eye-piece (i/pés’) /'ay,piys/ n. [count] the lens or com- 
bination of lenses in an optical instrument such as a mi- 
croscope through which the eye views the image. 

eye’ shad/ow, n. (noncount] a cosmetic coloring ma- 
terial applied to the eyelids. 

eye-sight (i/sit’) /‘ay,sayt/ n. SIGHT (def. 1). 

eye-sore (i/sdr’, i/sdr’) /'ay,sor, ‘ay,sowr/ n. [count] 
something unpleasant to look at. 

eye-strain (i/stran’) /‘ay,streyn/ n. [noncount) discom- 
fort in the eyes produced by excessive or improper use. 

eye-tooth (i/tdoth’) /‘ay,tuw0/ n. [count], pi. -teeth 
(-téth’) /-,tiyO/. 1. a canine tooth of the upper jaw. 
—Idiom. 2. give one's eyeteeth for, [~ + obj} to 
want (something) very much: I'd give my eyeteeth for a 
good job like that. 

eye-witness (i/wit/nis) /‘ay'witnis/ n. [count] a person 
who sees some act, occurrence, or the like, and can give 
a firsthand account of it. 


F, f (ef) /ef/ nu. (count), pl. F's or Fs, f’s or fs. the sixth 
letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

F, an abbreviation of: 1. female. 2. franc. 

F, Synibol. 1. the sixth in order or in a series. 2. a grade 
indicating academic work of the lowest quality: //e got an 
F in chemistry. 3. Fahrenheit: Water turns to ice at 32°F 
(said as "32 degrees Fahrenlieit’). 

F., an abbreviation of: 1. Fahrenheit. 2. February. 3. 
franc. 4. Friday. 

f., an abbreviation of: 1. feet. 2. female. 3. feminine. 4. 
folio. 5. following. 6. foot. 7. franc. 

fa-ble (fa/bal) /‘feybal/ n. [count] 1. a short tale used to 
teach a moral lesson, often with animals as characters: 
Fables are found in many cultures, with different animals 
as the main characters. 2. a story not based on fact, 
such as a myth or legend. 

fa-bled (fa/bald) /'feybald/ adj. [before a noun] l. ap- 
pearing in fables: the fabled unicorn. 2. having no real 
existence; fictitious. 

faberic (fab/rik) /‘febrik/ n. 1. [count] a cloth made by 
weaving or knitting threads or fibers. 2. [nonconnt] 
framework; structure; makeup: the fabric of faniily life. 

fabricate (fab/ri kat’) /'febri,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to construct, esp. by assembling 
parts or sections; make. 2. to invent; make up. 

fabseri-ca-tion (fab’ra ka’shan) /febra'keyfon/ n. 1. 
[roncount] the making up or inventing of false stories. 2. 
[court] a false story that is made up or invented: The 
story was a coniplete fabrication. 3. [noncount] the proc- 
ess of making, building, or of putting something to- 
gether: Our company is engaged in the fabrication of air- 
plane parts. 

fab-u-lous (fab/ya las) /‘fabyalos/ adj. 1. almost impos- 
sible to believe; incredible; astonishing: fabulous adven- 
tures in Africa, 2. [before a noun] told about or Known 
through fables: the fabulous unicorn. —fab/u-lous-ly, 
adv. 

-fac-, root. -fac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “do; make.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BENEFACTOR, DE FACTO, FACSIMILE, FACT, FACTION, 
FACULTY, MANUFACTURE. See -FEC-, -FIC-. 

fa-cade or fa-cade (fa sad’, fa-) /fa'sad, fæ-/ n. [count] 
1. the front of a building. 2. a superficial or false appear- 
ance: a facade of self-confidence. See -FACE-. 

face (fas) /fcys/ n., v., faced, fac-ing. —n. 1. [count] 
the front part of the head. 2. [cont] a look or expres- 
sion on the face: a sad face. 3. (count; usually singular] 
outward appearance: The pioneers changed the face of 
the wilderness. 4. (count; usually Singular) the surface of 
something: The ship seems to have disappeared from 
the face of the earth. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to look toward: 
She turned and faced the sea. 6. to have the front to- 
ward: [~ + obj]: The barn faces the field. [no obj): The 
barn faced south. 7. [~ + obj] to confront or meet di- 
rectly or boldly: You Have to face facts. 8. face up to, [~ 
+ up + to + obj] a. to admit: You must face up to your 
mistake. b. to meet courageously: He had to face up to 
the possibility of losing his job. —Idiom. 9. face to 
face, a. opposite one another; facing: The dancers stood 
face to face with their partners. b. confronting one an- 
other: The two candidates finally met face to face. 10. in 
the face of, in spite of; notwithstanding: He was stead- 
fast in the face of many obstacles. 11. lose face, to be 
humiliated or embarrassed: /t was impossible to apolo- 
gize publicly without losing face. 12. make a face, to 
put an exaggerated expression, as of dismay or disgust, 
on one’s face: [no obj): After the teacher scolded her, the 
child made a face and sat down. [make + a+ ~+ at+ 
obj): The child made a face at the dentist. 13. to some- 
one’s face, in one’s very presence: Tell her how you feel 
to her face. See -FACE-. 

-face-, root. -face- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “form; face; make”. It is related to -Fac-. This 
meaning is found in such words aS: DEFACE, FACADE, FACE, 
FACET, FACIAL, SURFACE. 

face-less (fas/lis) /'‘feyslis/ adj. lacking distinction, per- 
sonality, or identity: A faceless mob attacked the parlia- 
ment building. —face/less-ness, n. (noncourit] 

face/’-lift’ or face/lift’, n. [count] plastic surgery on 
the face to eliminate sagging and wrinkles. 

fac-et (fas/it) /‘fasit/ n. [count] 1. one of the small pol- 
ished flat surfaces of a gem. 2. aspect; side; part: She 
was involved in all facets of tlle business. See -FACE-. 

fa-ce-tious (fa sé@/shas) /fo'siyfas/ adj. lacking serious- 
ness; joking: a facetious comment. —fa-ce/tious-ly, 
adv. —fa-ce/tious-ness, n. [noncount) 

fa-cial (fa’shal) /'feyfəl/ adj. 1. of the face: a facial ex- 


pression, 2. used to improve the condition or appear- 
ance of the face: a facial cream. —n. [count] 3. a treat- 
ment to beautify the face: Slie had a facial at the beauty 
parlor. —fa/cial-ly, adv. Sec -FACE-. 

fac-ile (fas/il) /'‘feesil/ adj. 1. quick in comprehension or 
action: a facile mind int learning languages. 2. superficial; 
shallow: facile answers to Hard questions. 3. fluent: ef- 
fortless: a facile writing style. —fac/ile-ly, adv. 

fa-cil-i-tate (fa sii tat’) /fa'siliteyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to make easier or less difficult; help 
forward. —favcil-i-ta-tion (fa sil i tā/shən) /fosili'teyfon/ 
n. [(doncoiunt) —fa-cil/i-ta/tor, n. [count] 

fa-cil-iety (fa sii tē) /fo'stlitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. a. Often, 
facilities. [count] something designed, built, or installed 
to provide a specific convenience or service: A new re- 
search facility. b. Usually, facilities. [count] something 
that permits the easier performance of an action, course 
of conduct, etc.: We chose that hotel because of its facili- 
ties for conferences. 2. [noncount] readiness or ease due 
to skill, aptitude, or practice; dexterity: Mozart composed 
music with great facility. 3. Usually, facilities. [plural a 
rest room: There are rio facilities on this highway. 4. 
[noncount) lack of difficulty; ease: Moderr stoves can be 
used with greater facility thar the old, wood-burning 
types. 

fac-simei-le (fak sim/a lē) /fak'stmoliy/ r. [count] 1. an 
exact copy, such as of a book, painting, or manuscript: a 
facsimile of the Declaration of Independence. 2. Fax. See 
-FAC-, -SIMIL-. 

fact (fakt) /fekt/ n. 1. [noncomnt] something that is real 
and actually exists; reality; truth: Your fears have no basis 
in fact. 2. [count] something known to exist or to have 
happened: /t is a fact that an eclipse took place in that 
year. 3. [count] something known to be true: scientific 
facts about plant growth. —Idiom. 4. after the fact, 
done, made, or formulated after something has oc- 
curred: We realized after the fact that she had been fool- 
ing us all along. 5. in fact, in truth; really; indeed; in re- 
ality: They are, in fact, great patriots. Also, as a matter 
of fact. See -Fac-. 

fac-tion (fak’shan) /'fækfən/ n. 1. [count] a group 
within a larger group: several factions of the Liberal 
Party. 2. [noncournt] party strife and intrigue; discord; 
dissension. —fac/’tion-al, adj. —fac/tion-al-ism, n. 
(rroncount) See -Fac-. 

fact’ of life’, 1. [coun 1. any aspect of human exist- 
ence that must be acknowledged as unchangeable. 
—Idiom. 2. facts of life, information concerning sex, 
reproduction, and birth. 

fac-tor (fak/tar) /‘faktor/ n. [count] 1. one of the 
elements contributing to a particular result: Various fac- 
tors could be the cause of the disease. 2. one of two or 
more numbers, that when multiplied together produce a 
given product; a divisor: 6 and 3 are factors of 18. 3. an 
amount or degree on a scale of something: We increased 
output by a factor of five (= We increased output by five 
times). —v. [~ + in/into + obj] 4. factor in or into, to 
include (something) as a contributing element; take into 
account: We Have to factor in the effects of advertising. 
You must factor the insurance payments into the cost of 
maintaining a car. See -FAC-. 

fac-torry (fak’/ta rē) /'fæktəriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a 
building or group of buildings with facilities for the man- 
ufacture of goods. See -FAC-. 

fac-tueal (fak/choo al) /‘faktfuwol/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to facts; concerning facts: factual accuracy. 2. based on 
or restricted to facts: a factual report. —fac/tu-al-ly, 
adv. See -FAc-. 

fac-ul-ty (fak/al tē) /fækəltiy/ rn. [comnt), pl. -ties. 1. an 
ability for a particular kind of action: He has a faculty for 
putting people at their ease. 2. one of the powers of the 
mind, such as memory, reason, or speech: He is 90 
years old but still lias most of his faculties. 3. one of the 
departments of learning, such as theology, medicine, or 
law, in a university: te medical faculty. 4. the people 
who teach at a university or college: (plural: The faculty 
Sat as a group. [Singular]: The faculty is paid well. See 
-FAC-. 

fad (fad) /feed/ n. [count] a short-lived fashion, manner 


fade to fall 


of conduct, etc., esp. one followed enthusiastically by a 
group. —fad/dish, adj. —fad/dist, n. [count] 

fade (fad) /feyd/ v., fad-ed, fad-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause 
to) lose brightness or vividness of color: [no obj): The 
green dress faded in the sun. [~ + obj): The sun faded 
her green dress. 2. [no obj] to become dim or lose 
brightness: The sunlight gradually faded. 3. [no obj] to 
lose freshness, vigor, strength, or health: The tulips have 
faded. 4. fade in (or out), (of a film or television image) 
to (cause to) appear (or disappear) gradually: [no obj]: 
The scene faded out and the screen was blank for a mo- 
ment. [~ + out + obj): The filmmaker faded out the last 
scene. —n. [count] 5. an act or instance of fading: the 
fade of a car's brakes. 

fae-ces (fé/séz) /'fiysiyz/ n. [plural] Chiefly Brit. FECES. 
—fae-cal (fé/kal) /‘fiykal/ adj. 

fag (fag) /feg/ n. [count] 1. Slang. a cigarette. 2. Slang 
(disparaging and offensive). a male homosexual. 

fag-got (fag’at) /'fægət/ n. [count] Slang (disparaging 
and offensive). a male homosexual. 

Fahr-en-heit (farfan hit’) /‘faron,hayt/ adj. relating to 
or measured according to a temperature scale (Fahr/- 
enheit scale’) in which 32° represents the point at which 
ice forms, and 212° represents the point at which steam 
forms. [after a noun or number): The temperature is sev- 
enty degrees Fahrenheit. Symbol: F Compare Cetsius. 

fail (fal) /fcyl/ v. 1. [no obj] to fall short of success or 
achievement; to be unsuccessful (in doing): The experi- 
ment failed. 2. [~ + obj] (of some expected or usual re- 
source) to turn out to be of no use or help to: His friends 
failed him. 3. to receive less than the passing grade or 
mark in (an examination, class, or course of study): [no 
obj): After your last test I'm afraid you are failing. [~ + 
obj): You are failing the course. 4. [~ + obj] to give less 
than a passing grade in a course of study to (someone): 
The teacher failed him because he missed too many 
classes. 5. [no obj] to lose vigor; become weak: The run- 
ner’s strength failed. 6. [no obj) to become unable to 
meet or pay debts or business obligations: The banks 
failed because of bad investments. —Idiom. 7. with- 
out fail, with certainty; positively: Be in my office at nine 
o'clock without fail. 

failing (fa/ling) /'feylin/ n. [count] 1. an act or instance 
of failing; failure. 2. a defect or fault; shortcoming; weak- 
ness. —prep. 3. in the absence or default of: Failing pay- 
ment, we Shall sue. 

failure (fal/yar) /feylyar/ n. 1. [noncount] a failing or 
proving unsuccessful; lack of success: a life of failure. 2. 
[count] a person or thing that proves unsuccessful: The 
meeting was a failure. 3. nonperformance of something 
due, required, or expected: [count]: a failure to appear. 
[noncount): failure to pay. 4. [count] a quantity or quality 
that is below normal; an insufficiency: the failure of 
crops. 5. [noncount] deterioration or decay, esp. of vigor 
or strength: kidney failure. 6. [count] a becoming insol- 
vent or bankrupt: the failure of a bank. 

faint (fant) /feynt/ adj., -er, -est, v., n. —adj. 1. lacking 
brightness, vividness, clearness, loudness, strength, etc.: 
a faint voice. 2. feeble or slight; lacking conviction or 
enough effort; weak: faint encouragement. —v. [no obj) 
3. to lose consciousness temporarily: The boy wobbled 
unsteadily and fainted. —n. [count] 4. a temporary loss 
of consciousness resulting from a decreased flow of 
blood to the brain; swoon: She fell to the floor in a faint. 
—faint/ly, adv. —faint/ness, n. (noncount) 

faint-heart-ed (fant/har/tid) /‘feynt’hartid/ adj. lacking 
courage; cowardly. 

fair! (far) /feor/ adj. and adv., -er, -est. —adj. 1. free 
from bias, dishonesty, or injustice: a fair trial. 2. correctly 
or properly done, given, etc., according to the rules: a 
fair fight. 3. (before a noun) somewhat large; ample: a 
fair income. 4. neither excellent nor poor; moderately or 
tolerably good: fair health. 5. (of the sky or the weather) 
bright; sunny: fair skies overnight. 6. of a light hue or 
color; not dark: fair skin. 7. pleasing in appearance; at- 
tractive: a fair young face. 8. (before a noun) having or 
showing favorable or good conditions; likely; promising: 
a fair chance of success. —adv. 9. in a fair manner: He 
doesn't play fair. —-Idiom. 10. fair and square, a. 
honestly; justly; straightforwardly: She won the race fair 
and square. b. honest; just; straightforward: She was fair 
and square in all her dealings. —fair/ness, n. (non- 
count) 

fair? (far) /feor/ n. [count] 1. an exhibition of farm prod- 
ucts, livestock, etc., held annually by a county or state. 2. 
a gathering of buyers and sellers in an appointed place: a 
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home-furnishings fair. 3. an exhibition and sale of arti- 
cles to raise money, often for charity. 

fair-ground (far’ground’) /'feor,grawnd/ n. [count] Of- 
ten, fairgrounds. [plurali] a place where fairs, horse 
races, etc., are held, esp. an area set aside by a county, 
city, or state for an annual fair. 

fair/-haired’, adj. 1. having light-colored hair. 2. sin- 
gled out for special favors: We all waited for the boss's 
fair-haired lad to get yet another promotion. 

fairely (far/lé) /'‘feorliy/ adv. 1. in a fair manner; justly; 
impartially: We want you to judge fairly. 2. moderately; 
tolerably; to a large extent: a fairly heavy rain. 

fair’ shake’, n. [count] a just and equal opportunity; 
fair treatment. 

faireway (far’wa’) /'feor,wey/ n. [count] the part of a 
golf course where the grass is cut short between the tees 
and the putting greens. 

fairey (far/é) /‘feoriy/ n. (count), pl. -ies. 1. an imaginary 
being, generally thought of as having a tiny human form 
and possessing magical powers. 2. Slang (disparaging 
and offensive). a male homosexual. 

fair’y tale’, n. (count) 1. a story, usually for children, 
about magical beings and creatures. 2. an incredible or 
misleading story; lie. Also called fair/y sto’ry. 

faith (fath) /fey0/ n. 1. [noncount) confidence or trust in 
a person or thing: / have faith that she'll do the right 
thing. 2. [noncount] belief in God or in the doctrines or 
teachings of religion: /t was a question of faith. 3. (count) 
a system of religious belief: the Jewish faith. 4. [non- 
count] loyalty to a person, promise, engagement, etc.: / 
signed the agreement in good faith. ——Idiom. 5. in 
faith, in truth; indeed. 

faith-ful (fath/fal) /‘feyOfal/ adj. 1. loyal in affection; 
constant: faithful friends. 2. reliable, trusted, or believed: 
faithful assurances of help. 3. loyal to one’s partner by 
not having a sexual relationship with another. 4. consci- 
entious; regular: a faithful worker. —n. 5. the faithful, 
[plural; used with a plural verb] a. the believers in a 
faith. b. the body of loyal members of any party or 
group: a banquet for the party faithful. —faith/ful-ly, 
adv. —faith/ful-ness, n. [noncount] —faith/less, adj. 

fake (fak) /feyk/ v., faked, fak-ing, n., adj. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to create or produce (something) in order to mis- 
lead, deceive, or cheat others: The embezzler faked the 
report. 2. to pretend; simulate; feign: faking illness. 3. to 
imitate convincingly or acceptably; counterfeit: to fake 
some expensive paintings. 4. fake it, [no obj] to accom- 
plish by trial and error or by improvising: He doesn't 
know how to use that computer, he’s just faking it. —n. 
[count] 5. anything that misleads, deceives, cheats, or 
fools others by seeming to be what it is not; counterfeit; 
sham: The diamond was a fake. 6. a person who fakes; 
fraud: That salesman is a fake. —adj. 7. designed to de- 
ceive or cheat; counterfeit: a fake diamond. —fak/er, n. 
(coung 

falcon (fdl’kan, fal’-) /‘folkan, 'fæl-/ n. (count) a bird of 
prey having long pointed wings. 

fall (fôl) /fol/ v., fell (fel) /fel/ fall-en, falling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to drop or come down under the force of gravity: 
The apple fell from the tree. 2. to come or drop down 
suddenly to a lower position, esp. to leave a standing or 
erect position suddenly: / fell to my knees. 3. to become 
less or lower; decline: The temperature fell rapidly. 4. to 
grow less powerful or forceful; subside or abate: The 
wind fell. 5. to extend downward; hang down: Her hair 
fell to her waist. 6. to become lowered or directed down- 
ward: Her eyes fell as she began to explain why she had 
stolen the money. 7. to give in to temptation or sin, esp. 
to become unchaste: He had fallen into sin. 8. to give in 
and lose to an attack: The city fell to the enemy. 9. to be 
overthrown, such as a government: The dictatorship had 
finally fallen. 10. to drop down wounded or dead, esp. to 
be killed: fallen in battle. 11. to pass into some physical, 
mental, or emotional condition: to fall into a coma. 12. 
to come or occur as if by dropping, such as stillness or 
night: The sun went down and night fell rapidly. 13. to 
come by lot or chance: The chore fell to me. See FALL TO 
below. 14. to come to pass or occur at a certain time: 
Christmas falls on a Monday this year. 15. to have its 
proper place: The accent falls on the last syllable. 16. to 
come by right: The inheritance fell to the only living rela- 
tive. 17. to lose animation; appear disappointed or dis- 
mayed: The child's face fell when the bird flew away. 18. 
to slope or extend in a downward direction: The field falls 
gently to the river. 19. fall back, [no obj] to give way; 
retreat: The troops fell back to their fortified positions. 
20. fall back on or upon, [~ + back + on/upon + obj] 
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to have recourse to; rely on: We had no savings to fall 
back on. 21. fall behind, [10 obj) a. to lag in pace or 
progress: to tall behmd in their studies. b. to fail to pay 
one’s debts on time. 22. fall for, [~ + for + obj] Sking. 
a. to be deceived by: / cant believe you would fati for an 
old trick like that. b. to fall in love with: He had tallen for 
her pretty badly. 23. fall in with, [~ + in + with + obj) 
to start to associate with: fo fall in with bad company. 
24. fall off, [110 obj] to decrease in number, amount, or 
intensity; diminish: The winds fell off once the storin 
passed. 25. fall on or upon, [~ + on/ipon + obj] a. to 
assault: The gang fell on their rivals with knives and 
chains. b. to become the obligation or duty of: The wel- 
fare of the fanily felt on ine. c. to experience or come 
upon: Once again we had fallen on bad titres. 26. fall 
out, a. [~ + out (+ with 3 obj)] to quarrel; disagree: 
They had falten out only a week before their wedding. b. 
{no obj) to come out: His hair felt out after a few weeks 
of chemotherapy. 27. fall over, [no obj} to collapse: felt 
over in a faint. 28. fall through, [no obj] to fail to be ac- 
complished; collapse: My plans kept falling through. 29. 
fall to, [~ + verb-ing] to apply oneself; begin: They felt 
to bickering ainong themselves. 30. fall under, [~ + 
under + obj] a. to be the concern or responsibility of: 
The ESL programm fell under his jurisdiction. b. to be 
Classified as; be included within: This crime falls under 
the category of murder. —n. 31. [count] an act or in- 
stance of falling or dropping from a higher to a lower 
place or position: a rapid fall in prices. 32. [count] 
something that falls or drops: a heavy fall of rain. 33. 
(noncount; often: the + ~) the season of the year that 
comes after summer and before winter; autumn. 34. 
[connt; usually singular] a sinking to a lower level; de- 
cline: the fall of an empire. 35. [count] the distance 
through which anything falls: a fong fall to the ground. 
36. Usually, falls. [plural a waterfall. 37. [count] a 
downward slope: the gentle rise and fall of the meadow. 
38. [count] a falling from an erect position, such as to 
the ground: She had a bad fall and broke her arin. 39. 
[count; usually singular) a succumbing to temptation; 
lapse into sin. 40. [count] surrender or capture, such as 
of a City. 

fal-la-cious (fə la’shas) la'leyfas/ adj. 1. logically un- 
sound: fallacious arguments. 2. deceptive; misleading: 
fallacious testimony. —fal-la/cious-ly, adv. 

fallacy (fal’a sé) /‘fwlasiy/ nm., pl. -cies. 1. [count] a 
deceptive, misleading, or false notion; misconception: H's 
a fallacy to think that governinent wilt solve alt our prob- 
lems. 2. [noncount) faulty or erroneous reasoning: The 
Statement was based on fallacy. 3. (count) a misleading 
or unsound argument: A good logician would see the fal- 
lacies in your reasoning. 

fal-li-ble (fala bal) /‘fwlobal adj. 1. able or likely to be 
deceived or mistaken: People are fallible. 2. likely to be 
false or incorrect; not accurate: fallible information. 

fal-li-bil-i-ty (fal’a bili tē) /,falo'bilitiy/ fal/li-ble- 

ness, 77. (roncount) —fal/li-bly, adv. 

fall/ing-out/, n. (count), pt. fall-ings-out, fall-ing-outs. 
a quarrel or separation between persons formerly in 
close association. 

fall’ing star’, 1. (count) a meteor; shooting star. 

fall-out or fall-out (f6l7out’) /folawt/ n. (noncount) 1. 
the settling to the ground of particles ejected into the at- 
mosphere from the earth by explosions, eruptions, forest 
fires, etc., esp. such settling from nuclear explosions. 2. 
the particles themselves. 

fallow (fal7o) “falow/ adj. 1. (of land) plowed and left 
unseeded for a season or more; uncultivated. 2. not in 
use; inactive: Her creative energies were lying fallow. 

false (fols) /fols’ adj., fals-er, fals-est. 1. not true or 
correct; erroneous; wrong: a false staternent. 2. uttering 
or declaring what is untrue; lying: a false wilness. 3. not 
faithful or loyal: a false friend. 4. tending to deceive or 
mislead; deceptive: a false impression. $9. [before a 
noun] not genuine; counterfeit: a fatse naime. 6. [before 
a nour) not real; used as a substitute or aid, esp. tempo- 
rarily; artificial: false teeth. 7. [before a noun) based on 
mistaken, erroneous, or inconsistent impressions, ideas, 
or facts: false pride. 8. [betore a noun) wrong or not cor- 
rect in pitch, such as a musical note: fle played several 
false notes. —false/ly, adv. false’ness, n. non- 
count) —Related Words. false is an adjective, FALSE- 
NESS and FALSITY are nouns, FALSIFY is a verb, FALSELY is 
an adverb: His nervousness created a false iinpression 
during the job interview. She was discouraged by his 
fatseness and cowardice. There was a good deat of falsity 
in the papers. He tried to falsify is passport. He was 
falsely accused of the :nurder. 
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false-hood (fdls’tidod) /'folshod/ n. 1. [count] a false 
statement or lie; something false, such as an untrue idea 
or belief. 2. [moncourit) the act or practice of telling lies. 

fal-set-to (fôl set/d) /fol'setow/ n. [count], ph -tos. an 
unnaturally or artificially high-pitched voice, esp. in a 
man. 

fal-si-fy (fOl’sa fi) /‘lolsafay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 
1. to make false or incorrect, esp. so as to deceive: to 
lalsify incotne-tax reports. 2. to fashion or alter fraudu- 
lently: He falsified the birthdate on his driver's license. 3. 
to represent falsely: to falsify one’s family history. —fal- 
Si-fi-ca-tion (fol’sa fi ka’shan) /'folsafi'keyfan/ n. [count; 
noncount) —~fal/si-fi/er, n. [count] 

fal-siety (fol/si tē) /'folsitiy/ n., ph -ties. 1. [noncount) 
the quality or condition of being false. 2. [count] some- 
thing false. 

fal-ter (fol/tar) /‘foltar/ v. [no obj] 1. to hesitate, be un- 
sure, or fail in action, intent, endurance, etc.; give way: 
She never faltered. 2. to speak with hesitation or uncer- 
tainty: The boy faltered when the police deimanded to 
know his naine. 3. to move unsteadily; stumble: She fal- 
tered toward the door. 4. to lose power; stop working 
smoothly: The engine faltered and died. —fal/ter-ing, 
adj. 

fame (fam) /feym/ n. (noncount] the state or condition 
of being well or widely known, esp. favorable reputation; 
renown: great faine as a painter. —famed, adj. 

fa-mil-ial (fa mil’yal, -mil7é al) /fo'milyal, -'miliyal/ adj. 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a family: familial ties. 

familiar (fa mi yər) /fa'mrlyar/ adj. 1. commonly or 
generally Known or seen: a familiar sight. 2. well- 
acquainted; thoroughly conversant and knowledgeable: 
She is thoroughly fainitiar with editing symbols. 3. infor- 
mal; easygoing; without ceremony: to write in a familiar 
Style. 4. closely intimate or personal: to be on familiar 
terns. 9. more intimate or personal than is proper; pre- 
suming: familiar advances. —n. [count] 6. a familiar 
friend or associate. —fa-emil/iar-ly, adv. 

fa-mil-iear-iety (fə = =mil’”é ari tē, -mil —_yar/-) 
/familiy'erttiy, -muil'yer-/ n. (noncount) 1. thorough 
knowledge or mastery of something: his familiarity with 
sports cars. 2. the state of being familiar; friendly rela- 
tionship; intimacy: has a familiarity with the mayor. 3. an 
absence of ceremony and formality; informality. 

familiarize (fa mil’ya riz’) /fa'mtlya,rayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make (oneself or another) 
knowledgable; acquaint: He familiarized us with the lay- 
out of the building. 2. to make (something) well-known; 
bring into common knowledge or use. 

fam-iely (fam/ə lē, famzlé) /'faemoliy, 'famliy/ n., pl 
-lies, adj. —n. [count] 1. parents and their children 
thought of as a group: How many people are in your 
family? 2. the spouse and child or children of one per- 
son. 3. a group of persons sharing common ancestry, as 
parents, children, uncles, aunts, and cousins. 4. a group 
of related things or individuals: the halogen fainily of 
elements; The lion belongs to the cat family. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 5. of, relating to, or characteristic of a fam- 
ily: a family trait. 6. belonging to or used by a family: the 
fainily automobile. —Idiom. 7. in a or the family 
way, Informial. pregnant. 

fam/ily plan/ning, n. [noncount] a program for plan- 
ning the size of families through the spacing or preven- 
tion of pregnancies. 

fam/ily tree’, n. [count] a chart showing the historical 
relationships within a family or group. 

famine (fanvin) /‘femin/ n. extreme and general lack 
or scarceness of food, esp. within a large geographical 
area: [wonconnut): widespread famine. [count]: a famine 
that killed thousands of people. 

fam-ished (fan/isht) /fæmift/ adj. very hungry. 

faemous (fa’mas) /'feymoas/ adj. 1. having a widespread 
reputation, usually of a favorable nature; celebrated: au- 
tographs of some of the famous people. 2. first-rate; ex- 
cellent. 3. [usually: be + ~ + for] notorious: The movie 
star was fainous for being late. —fa/mous-ly, adv. 

fan’ (fan) /fen/ n., v., fanned, fan-ning. —n. [count] 1. a 
device for producing a current of air by the revolving 
movement of one or more blades: an electric fan. See il- 
lustration at APPLIANCE. 2. a flat object of plastic, paper, 
wood, etc., often in the shape of a triangle or a semicir- 
cle, for waving lightly in the hand to create a cooling cur- 
rent of air about the body: a beautifult Chinese fan. —v. 
3. [~ + obj] to move or Stir up (the air) with or as if with 
a fan. 4. [~ + obj] to cause air to blow upon, such as 
from a fan: When she fainted we fanned her face. 5. [~ 
+ obj) to stir to activity; incite: The story fanned the 
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emotions of the voters. 6. to spread out like a fan: [no 
obj): The soldiers fanned out around the enemy. [7 + 
obj): The magician fanned the cards expertly. 

fan? (fan) /feen/ n. [count] an enthusiastic follower or ad- 
mirer of a team, sport, celebrity, etc.; enthusiast: Hockey 
faits. 

fanatic (fə natik) /fo'nætik/ n. [count] 1. a person 
with extreme enthusiasm or zeal, such as in religion or 
politics; zealot. —adj. Also, fa-nat/iecal. 2. having ex- 
treme enthusiasm or zeal. —fa-nat/i-calely, adv. 

fan-ci-er (fan’sé ar) /'fænsiyər/ n. [count] a person hav- 
ing a liking for or interest in something; enthusiast. 

fan-ci-ful (fan/si fal) /‘fenstfal/ adj. 1. characterized by 
or showing fancy; capricious in appearance: fanciful 
designs. 2. suggested by fancy; imaginary; unreal: (he 
fanciful characters in lis books for children. —fan/ci- 
fully, adv. —fan/ci-ful-ness, n. (noucount) 

fan-cy (fan/sé) /'fænsiy/ u., pl. -cies, adj., -ci-er, -cl-est, 
v., -cied, -cy-ing, interj —n. 1. [noncounnt] imagination 
or fantasy: in a flight of fancy. 2. [count] a mental image 
or conception; notion: Happy fancies of being famous. 3. 
[count] a liking or preference; inclination: a fancy for 
smoked oysters. —adj. 4. of extra high quality or excep- 
tional appeal: fancy fruits. 5. ornamental; decorative; not 
plain: a cake with a fancy icing. 6. much too costly; exor- 
bitant: a consultant who charges fancy fees. —v. [~ + 
obj] 7. to picture to oneself; imagine: Fancy her living 
with him. 8. [~ + (that) clause] to believe without being 
absolutely sure or certain: / fancy my new neighbor is 
wealthy. 9. to take a liking to; like: She fancies choco- 
lates. —interj. 10. (used to express mild surprise): They 
invited you, too? Faucy (that)! —Idiom. 11. take a 
fancy to, [~ + obj] to have a liking or preference for: 
took a fancy to our style of living. 12. take one's fancy, 
to appeal or attract: A chocolate dessert had taken his 
fancy. 

fan-fare (fan/far) /'fænfeər/ n. 1. [count] a short piece 
of music played on trumpets. 2. [noncount] showy dis- 
play, as of publicity or advertising. 

fang (fang) /fæg/ n. [count] 1. one of the long sharp 
teeth of a venomous snake by which poison is injected. 
2. a long sharp projecting tooth, esp. a canine tooth. 

faneny (fan/é) /'fæniy/ n., pl. -nies. Informal. BUTTOCKS. 

fan/ny pack’, n. [count] a small zippered pouch hung 
from a belt around the waist. 

fan-ta-size (fan/’ta siz’) /fanto,sayz/ v., -sized, -siz-ing. 
to daydream; imagine: [~ + about + obj): fantasizing 
about a perfect vacation. [~ + (that) clause]: fantasized 
that | would win a million dollars. 

fan-tas-tic (fan tas/tik) /fan'tastik/ adj. 1. thought of 
and created by an unrestrained imagination; grotesque: 
fantastic rock formations. 2. not based on reality; imagi- 
nary; irrational: fantastic fears. 3. extremely great: a fan- 
tastic salary. 4. extraordinarily good: a fantastic musical. 
—fan-tas/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

fan-ta-sy (fan/ta sé, -zé) /'fæntəsiy, -ziy/ r., pl. -sies. 1. 
[noncount] imagination, esp. when it is let free and not 
held back: indulging in fautasy fron time to time. 2. 
[count] the succession of mental images formed in this 
way: He had this fantasy about the tenant across the Hall. 
3. [count] a belief or notion based on no solid founda- 
tion; illusion: She had a fantasy that he was trying to poi- 
son her. 

far (far) /far/ adv., adj., far-ther or fur-ther, far-thest 
or fur-thest. —adv. 1. at or to a great distance or re- 
mote point; a long way off: How far is it from here? 2. at 
or to a remote or advanced time; for a long time: They 
stayed up talking far into the night. 3. at or to a great, 
advanced, or definite point or degree of progress: You 
may Have gone too far. 4 much or many: / need far 
more time. —adj. 5. being at a great distance; remote in 
time or place: tHe far future. ©. [before a nour] more 
distant of the two: The window is iu the far corner. 
—Idiom. 7. a far cry, a. quite some distance; re- 
moved: a far cry from civilization. b. very different; in 
sharp contrast: This tiny apartment is a far cry from what 
she is accustomed to. 8. by far, a. by a great deal; very 
much: That minivan is too expensive by far. b. plainly; 
obviously: This melou is by far the ripest of all. 9. far 
and away, without doubt; to a large extent: This was far 
aud away the best house we could fiud. 10. far and 
wide, to great lengths; over great distances: The boy 
searched far aud wide for his dog. 11. far be it from 
me, | do not wish or dare (to interrupt, criticize, etc.): Far 
be it from me to complain. 12. go far, [110 obj] to 
achieve a great deal: She's a promising worker, (iit sure 
she'll go far. 13. how far, to what distance, extent, or 
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degree: How far can we go with this plan? 14. so far, a. 
up to now: So far the budget cuts haven't hit us too 
badly. b. up to a certain point or extent: The road was 
built only so far before they ran out of money. 15. the 
far side, the farther or opposite side: the far side of the 
moon. 16. thus far, so far: Thus far weve been spared 
any Crises. 

far-a-way (far’a wa’) /'fara'wey/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
distant; remote: faraway lands. 2. dreamy; preoccupied: 
a faraway look in his eyes. —Usage. After the verb be, 
use FAR AWAY (two words): The lands were far away, over 
the ocean. My thoughts were far away; | had to snap out 
of it. Faraway is uSually the correct form before a noun. 

farce (färs) /fars/ n. [count] 1. a comedy based on un- 
likely situations and exaggerated effects: the latest farce 
on Broadway. 2. a foolish, false, or meaningless show; ri- 
diculous sham; mockery: dishonest politicians who make 
a farce of good government. 

fare (far) /feor/ n., v., fared, far-ing. —n. 1. [count] the 
price of traveling in a bus, airplane, or other carrier: spe- 
cial fares for senior citizens. 2. [count] a person who 
pays to travel in a vehicle: The cab driver took her fare to 
the airport. 3. (noncount] food; diet: The restaurant 
serves hearty fare. 4. [noncount] something offered to 
the public, as for entertainment: musical fare of folk 
songs and country tunes. —v. [no obj] 5. to experience 
good or bad fortune, treatment, etc.; get on: He didn't 
fare too well on his own. 

fare-well (far’wel/) /fear'wel/ interj. 1. good-bye; may 
you stay well: Farewell, friends. —n. [court] 2. an expres- 
sion of good wishes at parting: THe couple found their 
coats and said their farewells. 3. \eave-taking; departure: 
a friendly farewell. —adj. [before a nour) 4. parting; fi- 
nal: a farewell performance. 

far’-fetched’ or far/fetched/, 
forced; strained: a far-fetched example. 

far’-flung’, adj. [before a noun] extending over a great 
distance; widely distributed: a far-flung empire. 

fa-rie-na (fa ré/na) /fo'riyna/ n. [voncount) flour or meal 
made from cereal grains. —far-iena-eceous (far’a na/- 
shas) / feera'neyJas/ adj. 

farm (farm) /farm/ n. (count) 1. a tract of land, usually 
with a house, barn, silo, etc., on which crops and often 
live animals are raised. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. 
land or water devoted to the raising of animals, fish, 
plants, etc. —v. 3. to cultivate land or soil to grow things: 
[110 obj): The peasants have been farming on this land 
for many generations. [~ + obj): peasants farming the 
land. 4 farm out, [~ + out + obj) to assign or send 
out (work) to another, esp. to a smaller business: The 
company would farm out its smaller projects to reduce 
the time its own employees spent on minor work. 
—farm/er, n. [cont] 

farm-house (farm/’hous’) /'‘farm,haws/ n. [count] a 
house on a farm, esp. the farmer's residence. See illus- 
tration at LANDSCAPE. 

farm-land (farm/land’) /‘farm,lend/ n. [noncount] land 
used to grow crops or that is suitable for growing crops. 

far/-off’, adj. distant; remote: far-off lands. 

far’-reach/ing, adj. extending far in influence, effect, 
etc.: the far-reaching effect of the economic downturn. 

far-sight-ed (far/si/tid, -si/tid) /‘far'saytid, -,saytid/ adj. 
1. seeing objects at a distance more Clearly than those 
near at hand. 2. wise, as in foreseeing future develop- 
ments and planning for them. —far/sight’ed-ness, n. 
(rroncount] 

far-ther (far/thar) /'farðər/ adv., comparative of far with 
farthest as superiative. 1. at or to a greater distance: 
farther down the road. 2. at or to a more advanced 
point: to go no farther in one’s education, 3. at or to a 
greater degree or extent. —adj., compar. of far with 
farthest as superl. 4. more distant or remote: the far- 
ther side of the mouutain. 

far-ther-most (far/thar most’) /‘far8or,mowst/ adj. far- 
thest. 

far-thest (far/thist) /‘fardrst/ adj., superlative of far 
with farther as comparative. 1. most distant or remote: 
Who canie the farthest? 2. most extended; longest. 
—adv., superl. of far with farther as conipar. 3. at or to 
the greatest distance or most advanced point: This is the 
farthest I've been from liome. 4. at or to the greatest de- 
gree or extent: That is the farthest they have ever pushed 
iy patience. 

far-thing (far/thing) /‘fardin/ u. [connut] a former British 
coin equal to 1/4th of a penny. 

fas-cienate (fas’a nat’) /‘fwsoneyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to attract and hold the attention of; 
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arouse the interest or curiosity of; allure: Ancient Egypt 
has always fascinated ine. —fas/ci-nated, adj. —fas/ci- 
nating, adj. —fas-ci-na-tion (fas’a na/shan) 
/ feesa'neyfon/ n. [noncount] —Related Words. Fasci- 
NATE iS a verb, FASCINATION iS a NOUN, FASCINATING and FAS- 
CINATED are adjectives: The magician fascinated the chil- 
dren with his tricks. Their faces showed their fascination. 
The fascinating tricks thrilled the children. The fascinated 
children talked about the magician alt day. 

fas-cism (fash’iz am) /'fefizom/ n. [noncount; some- 
times: Fascism] a governmental or political systemi that is 
led by a dictator and emphasizes nationalism, militarism, 
and often racism. —fas/cist, n. [count], adj. 

fash-ion (fash’an) /'fæfon/ n. 1. (noncount) a prevailing 
custom or style of dress, etiquette, socializing, etc. 2. 
[noncount] the art, study, or business of designing cloth- 
ing Or appearance: the fashion industry. 3. (norncount) 
conventional usage in dress, manners, etc. 4. [court] 
manner; way of making or doing something: in a warlike 
fashion. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to give a particular shape or 
form to; make; construct: fashioned a necklace from pa- 
per clips. —-Idiom. 6. after or in a fashion, to some 
small extent; in a rather poor way: / spoke French after a 
fashion. 

fash-ion-a-ble (fash’a na bal) /'fæfənəbəl/ adj. 1. ob- 
servant of or conforming to the fashion; stylish: fashiona- 
ble clothes. 2. of, characteristic of, or used by the world 
of fashion: a fashionable shop. 3. current; popular: a 
fashionable topic of conversation. —fash/ion-arbly, adv. 

fast’ (fast) /fæst/ adj. and adv., -er, -est. —adj. 1. mov- 
ing or able to move, operate, function, or take effect 
quickly; quick; swift; rapid: a fast horse. 2. done in or 
taking comparatively little time: a fast race. 3. (of a time- 
piece) indicating a time in advance of the correct time: 
My watch is fast. 4. characterized by unrestrained or im- 
moral conduct, esp. in sexual relations; wanton; loose: a 
fast crowd. 5. characterized by extreme energy and activ- 
ity, esp. in the pursuit of pleasure: leading a fast life. 6. 
permanent, lasting, or unchangeable: a fast color. 7. re- 
sistant (often used in combination): acid-fast; Her clothes 
are color-fast (=won't lose color when washed). 8. firm; 
loyal; devoted: fast friends. 9. a. (of money, profits, etc.) 
made quickly or easily and sometimes deviously: They 
made a few fast profits. b. cleverly quick and manipula- 
tive in making money: a fast operator. —adv. 10. quickly, 
swiftly, or rapidly: She drove very fast. 11. tightly; firmly: 
held on fast to my hand; caught fast in a trap. 12. in a 
fixed and secure way, aS a door, gate, or shutter: The 
door was shut fast and locked. 13. soundly: He was fast 
aSleep. 14. ahead of the correct or announced time: My 
alarin clock is running fast. —Idiom. 15. pull a fast 
one, to engage in unexpectedly unfair or deceitful behav- 
ior to achieve one’s goal: He pulled a fast one by sabo- 
taging my computer files. 

fast? (fast) /fæst/ v. [no obj] 1. to eat no food. 2. to eat 
only a little or only certain kinds of food, esp. as a reli- 
gious observance. —n. [count] 3. an act or a period of 
not eating food, or a limiting of one’s food. 

fas-ten (fas’an) /'fæsoən/ v. 1. {~ + obj] to attach firmly 
or securely in place or to something else; connect: to fas- 
ten a light switch securely to the walt. 2. to (cause to) be 
secure, aS an article of dress with buttons, clasps, etc., or 
a door with a lock, bolt, etc.: [~ + obj): Fasten the win- 
dow. [no obj]: This clasp won't fasten. 3. to direct (the 
eyes, thoughts, etc.) intently; focus attention: [~ + obj): 
She fastened her eyes on him during the entire perfor- 
mance. [~ + on): His gaze fastened on the jewels. 
—fas/ten-er, n. [count] 

fas-ten-ing (fas’a ning) /'fæsənig/ n. [count] something 
that fastens, such as a lock or clasp. 

fast’ food’, n. (count; noncount] food, as hamburgers 
or pizza, that can be prepared and served quickly. 
—fast-food, adj: fast-food restaurants. 

fas-tid-icous (fa stid’é as) /fæ'stıdiyəs/ adj. 1. overly 
particular, critical, or demanding; hard to please: a fastid- 
ious eater. 2. requiring or having excessive care or deli- 
cacy: fastidious attention to detail. —fas-tid/i-ous-ly, 
adv. —fas-tid/i-ous-ness, n. [noncount{] 

fat (fat) /fet/ n., adj., fat-ter, fattest. —n. 1. an oily 
substance found in certain animal tissue and plant seeds, 
and used in cooking and in the manufacture of soaps 
and other products: [roncount): His diet was too rich in 
fat. (count): Different fats are used in the preparation of 
this cooking oil. 2. [noncount] animal tissue containing 
much of this substance: to have rolls of fat around one's 
waist. 3. [noncount] the richest or best part of anything: 
the fat of the land. —adj. 4. having too much fat; corpu- 
lent: a fat person. 5. plump; well-fed: a fat chicken. 6. 
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made up of or containing fat; qreasy; oily; fatty: fat meat. 
7. profitable; providing a lot of money; lucrative: a fat job 
in government. ——Idiom. 8. fat chance, a very slight 
chance; small probability: A fat chance we have of getting 
a raise! 9. the fat is in the fire, something has been 
done or started that cannot be reversed and will probably 
have dramatic or serious consequences: Now that the en- 
emy has begun its invasion, the fat is in the fire. —fat/- 
ness, n. [noricount | —Related Words. Fat is a noun 
and an adjective, FATNESS iS a NOUN, FATTEN is a verb: The 
meat has too much fat in it. You're too fat; you need to 
go on a diet. Unfortunately, fatness is bad for your 
health. The farmer wanted to fatten his pigs. 

fa-tal (fat/l) /‘feytl/ adj. 1. causing or capable of causing 
death; mortal; deadly: a fatal accident; a fatal disease. 2. 
causing destruction, misfortune, or ruin; disastrous: a fa- 
lal decision that rnined our hopes. 3. decisively impor- 
tant; fateful: The fatal day was near. —fa/talely, adv. 

fa-tal-ism (fat/] iz’am) /‘feytl,1zom/ n. [noncount) a be- 
lief that all events are inevitable and predetermined. 
—fa/tal-ist, n. [count] —fa/tal-is’tic, adj. 

fa-tal-i-ty (fa tai tē) /fcy'talitiy/ nm, ph -ties. 1. 
[count] a death caused by a disaster: highway fatalities. 
2. [noncount]) the quality of causing death or disaster; 
deadliness: the fatality of cancer. 3. [noncount] the state 
or quality of being predetermined by or subject to fate. 

fate (fat) /feyt/ n. 1. (count; usually singular] something 
that unavoidably happens to a person; one’s fortune or 
lot: The judge decided her fate. 2. [noncount] the power 
by which events are thought to be decided; destiny: By a 
Strange twist of fate, Thomas Jefferson and John Adarns 
both died on July 4, +826. 3. [count] ultimate outcome; 
final course or State: the fate of a political campaign. 4. 
{noncount] death, destruction, or ruin: They met their 
fate on the battlefield. 

fat-ed (fa/tid) /‘feytid/ adj. (often: be + ~ + to + verb] 
subject to, guided by, or decided by fate; destined: was 
fated to be president. 

fate-ful (fat/fal) /‘feytfal/ adj. 1. having great signifi- 
cance or consequences; decisively important; critical: a 
fateful meeting. 2. fatal, deadly, or disastrous: that fateful 
day that started like any other. —fate/fulely, adv. 

fa-ther (fa’thar) /‘fador/ n. [count] 1. a male parent. 2. 
[usually plural) forefather: Our fathers came from many 
different lands. 3. a person who has originated, started, 
or established something: George Washington was the 
father of the American nation. 4. one of the leading men 
in a city, town, etc.: the city fathers. 5. (sometimes: Fa- 
ther) a priest or a title for a priest. 6. [Father] God. —v. 
[~ + obj] 7. to cause a woman to become pregnant with 
(a child); beget: He had fathered twins. 8. to be the crea- 
tor, founder, or author of; originate: He was thought to 
have fathered the atomic bomb. —fa/’thershood’, n. 
{noncount]) —fa/ther-less, adj. —fa’ther-ly, adj. 

fa’ther-in-law’, n. [count], pt fa-thers-in-law. the fa- 
ther of one’s husband or wife. 

fa-ther-land (fa’thar land’) /‘fador,lend/ n. [count] 1. 
one’s native country. 2. the land of one’s ancestors. 

fathom (fath’am) /‘fxdon/ n., ph -oms, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -om, v. —n. [count] 1. a nautical 
unit of length equal to 6 feet (1.8 m). —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to get to the truth of; comprehend; understand: } couldn't 
fathom his motives. —fath’om-a-ble, adj. 

fa-tigue (fa tég’) /fa'tiyg/ n., v., -tigued, -ti-guing. —n. 
1. [noncount] weariness from exertion: | had a feeling of 
great fatigue after that long trip. 2. (noncount] the weak- 
ening of material that has undergone stress, esp. re- 
peated stress: Metal fatigue is causing that bridge to 
crack. 3. fatigues. Also called fatigue’ clothes’. [plu- 
ral) military clothing worn for routine jobs or in battle. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to cause to be weary; exhaust; ener- 
vate: Climbing the mountain fatigued the whole group. 

fat-ten (fat’n) /‘fwtn/ v. to (cause to) grow fat: [~ + 
obj): Certain foods wilt fatten livestock faster than others. 
[no obj): The animals fattened and the land produced 
good crops. 

fat-ty (fat’e) /'fætiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. l. [before a 
noun] made up of, containing, or resembling fat: fatty tis- 
sue. 2. having too much fat: fatty foods. —fat/ti-ness, 
n. [noncount) 

fatuous (fach’d0 as) /'fætfuwəs/ adj. foolish or inane; 
silly: fatuous remarks. —fat’u-ously, adv. —fat/u-ous: 
ness, n. [noncourit] 

fau-cet (f0/sit) /'fosit/ n. [count] a device for controlling 
the flow of liquid from a pipe; tap: The faucet with the ‘C’ 
on it is for cold water in the U.S. but for hot water in 
France. 
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fault (folt) /folt/ n. [count] 1. a defect or imperfection; 
flaw: failing: His only fault is that he lacks ambition. 2. 
(usually: singular) responsibility for failure or a wrongful 
act: Whose fault was it? 3. an error or mistake; misdeed: 
a fault in addition. 4. a break or crack in the continuity of 
a body of rock, or of the earth's surface: huge faults in 
southern California. —v. [~ + obj))5. to accuse of error, 
misdeed, wrong, etc.; criticize; blame: The boss can't 
fault you on inaccuracy. —Idiom. 6. at fault, in the 
wrong; deserving blame: She was at fault for lying. 7. 
find fault, (find + ~ (+ with + obj)] to complain or be 
critical: always found fault with him no matter what he 
did. 8. to a fault, to an extreme degree; greatly; exces- 
sively: She was generous to a fault. —fault/less, adj. 
—fault/less-ly, adv. 

faulty (fol7té) /'foltiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. having faults or 
defects: imperfect; defective: faulty wiring. —fault/i-ly, 
adv. —fault/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

fauena (f6/na) /'fona/ n. the animals of a given area or 
time period, thought of as a group: [noncount; used with 
a singular verb): African fauna was the subject of her 
study. {plural; used with a plural verb): Some African fan- 
nas are endangered. 

faux pas (f6 pa’) fow pa/ n. [count], pl. faux pas (fo 
paz’) /‘fow paz/. an embarrassing social error. 

favor (fa/var) /‘feyvar/ n. 1. (count) something done or 
granted out of goodwill; a kind act: fo ask a favor of me. 
2. [noncount]) goodwill; friendly regard; approval: + 
wanted to win her favor. 3. [noncomnt) special or prefer- 
ential treatment; partiality: The professor showed favor to 
certain students. 4. [count] a small gift or decorative 
item: a party favor. 5. Usually, favors. [plural] sexual in- 
timacy, esp. as permitted by a woman. —v. [~ + obj] 6. 
to regard with favor; approve; sanction: How many favor 
Smith's proposal? 7. to prefer; treat with partiality: The 
girl thought her father favored her sister. 8. [~ + obj (+ 
with) + Obj)] to show favor to; oblige: Will you favor us 
with a reply? 9. to be favorable to; make easier: The 
wind favored their journey. 10. to treat or use gently: 
favors her sprained ankle. 11. to aid or support: They fa- 
vored the party's cause. 12. to bear a physical resem- 
blance to: He tends to favor his mothers family. 
—Idiom. 13. find favor with, [~ + obj] to gain the 
approval of; be liked by: The play found favor with the 
critics. 14. in favor of, a. on the side of; in support of: 
in favor of aid to education. b. to the advantage of: She 
transferred out of a big college in favor of the smaller 
one in her neighborhood. 15. in one’s favor, to one’s 
credit or advantage: commients made in your favor. 16. 
out of favor, no longer liked or approved of: fashions 
now out of favor. Also, esp. Brit., favour. 

favorable (fa’var ə bal, fav/ra-) /feyvərəbəl, 
'feyvra-/ adj. 1. giving approval or support; positive: a 
favorable report. 2. creating or winning favor; pleasing: a 
favorable impression. 3. providing advantage, opportu- 


nity, or convenience; advantageous: a favorable rate of 


interest. 4. promising; hopeful: conditions favorable for 
employment. —fa/vorea-bly, adv. 

fa-vor-ite (fā/vər it, fav/rit) /feyvarit, ‘feyvrit/ m. 
[count] 1. a person or thing regarded with special prefer- 
ence, pleasure, or approval: Vanilla is my favorite. 2. a 
competitor or contestant considered likely to win: the fa- 
vorite in the race. —adj. 3. looked on with particular fa- 
vor or preference; preferred: my favorite movie star. 

fa-vor-iteism (fa/var i tiz’am, fav/ri-) /feyvart,tizam, 
‘feyvri-/ nu. [noncount] the unfair favoring of one person 
or group over others with equal claims; partiality. 

fawn’ (fôn) /fon/ n. 1. [cont] a young deer. 2. [non- 
count) a light yellowish brown color. 

fawn? (fon) /fon/ v. [~ + or/over + obj] to seek (some- 
one’s) notice or try to gain (someone's) favor by flattery; 
toady: The bellhop fawned over the guest. 

fax (faks) /fæks/ m. 1. Also called facsimile. a. [non- 
count} a method for transmitting documents, drawings, 
photographs, or the like by telephone lines for exact re- 
production elsewhere. b. [connt) a machine (fax/ ma- 
chine’), for doing this: Our office has a fax. See illustra- 
tion at office. c. [comnt) an exact copy or reproduction 
transmitted in this way: / got the fax. —v. 2. to transmit 
(documents, drawings, photographs, or the like) by fax: 
[~ + obj): tH fax the documents. [~ + obj + to + obj): 
lil fax tae documents to you. [~ + obj + obj): tll fax 
you the docurnents. 

faze (faz) /feyz/ v. [~ + obj], fazed, faz-ing. to cause 
to be disturbed or upset; to disconcert; fluster; daunt: 
The roof could fatl in and it wouldn't faze her. 

FBI, an abbreviation of: Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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FCC, an abbreviation of: Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 

F.D., an abbreviation of: 1. fire department. 2. focal dis- 
tance. 

FDA, an abbreviation of: Food and Drug Administration. 

FDIC, an abbreviation of: Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

fear (fér) /ftor/ n. 1. [noncoint] a distressing emotion 
aroused by impending danger, evil, pain, etc.: shaking in 
fear. 2. [count] a specific instance of such a feeling: a 
fear of heights. 3. [count] concern or anxiety; worry; SO- 
licitude: a fear for someone's safety. —v. (not: be + 
~-ing] 4. to look at with fear; be afraid of; dread: [~ + 
obj): She fears no one and nothing. [~ + verb-ing]: to 
fear flying. 5. [~ + for + obj] to have fear; be afraid: 
feared for their safety. 6. [~ + (that) clause] to be wor- 
ried or afraid: / fear that IH fail the test. 7. [~ + obj] to 
have reverence of: to fear God. —fear’less, adj. 
—fear/less-ly, adv. —fear/less-ness, n. [noncount) 
——Syn. See BRAVE. 

fear-ful (fér/fal) /'frarfol/ adj. 1. causing fear; frighten- 
ing: fearfil apparitions. 2. feeling fear, dread, or appre- 
hension; anxious: / was fearfirl about the exam. 3. [be- 
fore a noun) extreme in size, intensity, or badness: a 
fearful blizzard. —fear’ful-ly, adv. 

fearesome (fér’sam) /'fiorsam/ adj. 1. causing fear: a 
fearsome dragon. 2. causing awe or respect: fearsome 
intelligence. 

fea-si-ble (fé/za bal) /‘fiyzabal/ adj. capable of being 
done or accomplished: a feasible pian. —feassi-bil-i-ty 
(fé/za bili tē) / fiyza'bilitiy/ n. (noncount) — fea/si-bly, 
adv. 

feast (fést) /fiyst/ n. [count] 1. any rich or large meal. 
2. something highly agreeable or satisfying: a feast for 
the eyes. 3. Also, feast day. a celebration or time of cel- 
ebration, usually of a religious nature, in honor of an 
event, person, etc. —v. 4. [no Obj] to take part in a feast; 
eat a large or lavish meal: They feasted for days when 
the war was over. 5. [~ + obj] to provide or entertain 
with a feast, so as to show honor to: They feasted the 
victorious team. — Idiom. 6. feast one’s eyes on, [7 
+ obj] to look at with great pleasure. —feast/er, n. 
(count) 

feat (fét) /fiyt/ n. [count] a noteworthy act or achieve- 
ment: an athletic feat. 

feath-er (feth’ar) /'fedar/ n. 1. [count] one of the light, 
horny structures that form the principal covering of birds. 
2. [Noncount] condition, as of health, spirits, etc.: feeling 
in fine feather after a vacation. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
clothe or cover with or as if with feathers. — Idiom. 4. a 
feather in one’s cap, a praiseworthy achievement; 
honor: It was a feather in his cap to be named to the 
town council. 5. feather one’s nest, to enrich oneself by 
using one’s favorable or privileged position: feathered 
her own nest instead of helping her clients. —feath/’- 
ered, adj. —feath/er-y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

fea-ture (fé/char) /‘fiytfar/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. —n. 
{count} 1. an important part or characteristic: an attrac- 
tive feature of the house. 2. something offered as a spe- 
cial attraction: The high-wire act is the feature of the Cir- 
cus. 3. any part of the face, such as the nose, chin, or 
eyes: His eyes are his best feature. 4. features, [plural] 
the face; countenance: The veil hid her features. 5. Also 
called fea/’ture film’. the main motion picture in a 
movie program. 6. a column, cartoon, etc., appearing 
regularly in a newspaper or magazine. —v. [~ + obj] 7. 
to make a feature of; give importance to: The magazine 
featured a story on the hurricane. 8. to have or present 
(a performer) in a lead role or a prominent supporting 
role: The movie will feature a rock star. 9. to show the 
main characteristics of; depict: The publisher featured 
the new software. 

Feb or Feb., an abbreviation of: February. 

Feb-ru-arsy (feb/rdo0 er’é, feb/yoo-) /'februw,eriy, 
ebyuw-/ n. [proper noun; count), pl. -ar-ies. the sec- 
ond month of the year, ordinarily containing 28 days, but 
containing 29 days in leap years. Abbr.: Feb. 

-fec-, root. -fec- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “do; make.” It is related to the root -Fac-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: AFFECT, DEFECATE, DE- 
FECT, EFFECT, INFECT. 

fe-ces (fē/sēz) /'fiysiyz/ n. [plural] waste matter sent 
out of the intestines through the anus; excrement. Also, 
esp. Brit., faeces. —fe-cal (f€’kal) /‘fiykal/ adj. 

feck-less (fek/lis) /‘feklis/ adj. 1. ineffective; incompe- 
tent. 2. having no sense of responsibility; lazy. 

fe-cund (fé/kand, fek’ and) /‘fiykand, 'fek ənd’ adj. fer- 
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tile; prolific; fruitful: fecund farmland. —fe-cun-dicty (fi- 
kun/di tē) /fi'kanditiy/ n. (noncount] 

fed (fed) /fed/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of Feeo. —Jdiom. 2. fed 
up, [be + ~] impatient; disgusted; bored: / was fed up 
with his excuses. 

-fed-, rool. -fed- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “group; league; trust.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CONFEDERATE, FEDERAL, FEDERATION. 

fed., an abbreviation of: 1. federal. 2. federated. 3. fed- 
eration. 

fed-er-al (fed/ar al) /‘fedaral/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of, 
relating to, or of the nature of a union of states under a 
central government that is distinct from and above the 
governments of the separate states: the federal govern- 
ment of the U.S. 2. of or involving such a central govern- 
ment: federal laws. —fed/er-al-ly, adv. See -FED-. 

fed-er-al-ism (fed’ar ə liz’am) /‘fedora,lizam/ n. [non- 
cour] 1. the federat principle of government. 2. belief 
in this principle. —fed/er-al-ist, n. [count], adj. See 
-FED-. 

fed-er-ate (v. fed’a rat’) / v. 'fedo,reyt / v., -ateed, -at 
ing. to (cause to) unite or organize in a federation: [no 
obj): The states decided to federate while keeping many 
of their own rights. [~ + obj): a leader who Iried lo fed- 
erate the trade unions. See -FED-. 

fed-er-a-tion (fed’a rā/shən) /,feda'reyfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of uniting or forming a union of states, so- 
cieties, etc., each of which keeps control of its own inter- 
nal affairs: /he parties opposing federation and in favor of 
separatism. 2. [count] a union of states, societies, etc., 
formed in this way: The United States is a federation. See 
-FED-. 

fe-do-ra (fi dér’a, -dōr/ə) /fi'dora, -'dowra/ n. [count], 
pl. -ras. a soft felt hat with a curved brim. 

fee (fē) /fiy/ n. [count] a sum charged or paid, as for 
professional services: a doctor's fee. 

fee-ble (fé/bal) /‘fiybal/ adj., -bler, -blest. 1. physically 
weak; frail: The sick child was still loo feeble to walk on 
her own. 2. lacking in substance or effectiveness: feeble 
arguments. —fee/ble-ness, n. [noncount] —fee/bly, 
adv. 

fee’ble-mind/ed, adj. mentally weak. 

feed (féd) /fiyd/ v., fed (fed) /fed/ feed-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to give food to; supply with nourishment: She 
liked to feed pigeons. 2. to provide as food: [~ + obj + 
to + obj): to feed breadcrumbs to pigeons. [~ + obj + 
obj): to feed ihe pigeons some breadcrumbs. 3. [no obj) 
(esp. Of animals) to take food; eat: The cows were feed- 
ing. 4. [~ + on + obj) to be nourished; live by eating: 
Those bats feed on fruil. 5. [~ + obj) to yield or serve 
as food for: This land has fed ten generations. —n. 6. 
[noncount] food, esp. for farm animals: grain feed. 7. 
[count] a meal, esp. a lavish one. 8. (count] a feeding 
mechanism: a printer tractor feed. —feed/er, n. [count] 

feed-back (féd/bak’) /'fiyd,bæk/ n. [noncoun/] 1. a re- 
action or response to a process or activity: feedback from 
a speech. 2. information derived from such a reaction or 
response: /o use the feedback from an audience survey. 

feel (fél) /fiyl/ v., felt (felt) /felt/ feeling, n. —v. 1. [not: 
be + ~ing; ~ + obj] to perceive (something) by direct 
physical contact: / could feel a slight breeze. 2. to exam- 
ine (something) by touch: [~ + obj): / felt her forehead 
to see if she had a fever. [no obj): | felt around in my 
pocket for a dime. 3. [~ + obj] to find (one’s way) by 
touching, groping, or cautious moves: / felt my way 
through the darkened room. 4. [~ + obj] to experience 
the effects of; notice: The whole region felt the storm. 5. 
[~ + oneself + verb(-ing)] to have a particular sensation 
or impression of: / fell myself fly(ing) through the air. | 
felt my lips get(ting) dry. 6. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + (that) 
clause] to have a belief in; think: / feel he’s guilty. 7. to 
perceive or experience a state of mind or a condition of 
body: to have a sensation of being; to become conscious 
of: [~ + obj): She felt pride in her accomplishments. [~ 
+ adjective]: I'm feeling fine. 8. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + 
adjective] to make itself felt, noticed, or apparent; seem; 
to give off sensations: Her head feels cold. 9. feel for, 
[~ + for + obj) to feel sympathy for or compassion to- 
ward; empathize with: / fell for you when your car was 
Stolen. 10. feel out, to try to determine the mood or 
status of (a person or situation) by discreet, usually infor- 
mal or unofficial inquiries: [~ + oul + obj): We'll feel out 
Ihe manager on your idea. [~ + obj + out): lo feel her 
oul on the new idea. —n. (count; usually singular) 11. a 
quality of an object perceived by feeling or touching: //e 
feel of satin. 12. a sensation of something felt; vague 
mental impression or feeling: a feel of sadness in the air. 
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13. the sense of touch: soft to the feel. 14. native ability 
or acquired sensitivity: to have a feel for teaching. 
—Idiom. 15. feel like, a. to have a desire for; be favor- 
ably disposed toward: / felt like screaming at them. b. [it 
+ ~ + like + obj; not: be + ~-ing] to appear or seem 
like: /t feels like rain. 16. feel (like) oneself, [110 obj] to 
be in one’s normal healthy and happy state: You'll feel 
like yourself again tomorrow. 17. feel up to, [~ + obj] 
to feel strong or healthy enough to: He's not feeling up to 
running today. 

feel-er (fé/lar) /'fiylor/ n. [count] 1. a proposal, remark, 
hint, etc., designed to bring out the opinions of others: 
The embassy was putting out feelers about a Irealy. 2. 
an organ of touch, such as an antenna or a tentacle on 
an animal. 

feel-ing (fé/ling) /‘fiylin/ n. 1. [noncount] the function 
or the power of perceiving by touch: sno feeling in his left 
hand. 2. [count] a particular sensation of this kind: a 
feeling of warmih. 3. [count] a consciousness or aware- 
ness: a feeling of inferiorily. 4. (coun!| an emotion or 
emotional attitude: a feeling of joy. 5. [count] idea: 
thought: a feeling we were being watched. 6. [count] a 
sentiment; attitude; opinion: a feeling in favor of the pro- 
posal. 7. feelings, [plural] the emotional side of a per- 
son; sensibilities: / didn't intend to hurt her feelings. 8. 
[noncount] understanding; sympathetic perception: a 
poem without feeling. —adj. 9. sensitive: readily affected 
by emotion; sympathetic: a feeling heart. 10. indicating 
or characterized by emotion: He gave a feeling reply lo 
Ihe charge. —feel/ingsly, adv. 

feet (fet) /fiyt/ n. 1. pl. of root. —Idiom. 2. drag 
one’s feet, to act or proceed slowly or reluctantly: They 
were dragging {heir feel when it came to refunding our 
money. 3. get one’s feet wet, [no obj] to take the first 
step in an activity, venture, etc.: He got his feet wet in the 
computer business working as a programmer. 4. have 
one’s feet on the ground, [no obj] to have a realistic, 
sensible attitude or approach. 5. on one's feet, a. in a 
standing position. b. in a secure, independent position or 
recovered state: The loan helped me get on my feet 
again. 6. stand on one’s own (two) feet, a. to be fi- 
nanciatly self-supporting. b. to be independent. 7. 
sweep off one’s feet, [sweep + obj + off + one’s + 
~] to impress or overwhelm by ability, enthusiasm, or 
charm. 

feign (fan) /feyn/ v. [~ + obj] to pretend; put on an 
appearance of: to feign sickness. 

feint (fant) /feynt/ n. [count] 1. a movement made to 
deceive an opponent. —v. [no obj] 2. to make or deceive 
with a feint: The boxer feinted with his left and threw a 
righ. 

feist-y (fi/sté) /‘faystiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. full of anima- 
tion, energy, or courage; spirited; plucky: The champion 
is faced with a feisty challenger. 

fesliceiety (fi lis/i tē) /fi'lisitiy/ 7., pl. -ties. 1. [(noncount] 
a State of being happy: marital felicity. 2. [noncoun!] a 
skillful capacity: poems with graceful felicity of expres- 
sion. 3. [count] an instance or display of this: The many 
felicities of a day in the country. 

fe-line (fé/lin) /‘fiylayn/ adj. 1. belonging or relating to 
the cat family; catlike: feline agility. 2. sly, stealthy, or 
treacherous: her slinky, feline quality on Ihe movie 
screen. —n. [count] 3. an animal of the cat family; cat. 

fell’ (fel) /fel/ v. pt. of FALL. 

fell? (fel) /fel/ v. [~ + obj] to knock, strike, shoot, or cut 
down; cause to fall: to fella tree. 

fell? (fel) /fel/ adj. 1. fierce; cruel; deadly: a fell disease. 
—Idiom. 2. at or in one fell swoop, all at once or all 
together, as if by a single blow: The lornado leveled the 
houses in one fell swoop. 

fellow (fel75) /'felow/ nm. [count] 1. a man or boy: a 
handsome fellow. 2. Informal. a person; one: They don't 
treat a fellow very well here. 3. a companion; comrade; 
associate: /is fellows al work. 4. a graduate student to 
whom an allowance is granted for special study. 5. a 
member of any of certain learned societies: a fellow of 
the British Academy. —adj. [before a noun] 6. belonging 
to the same class or group: fellow students. 

fel-low-ship (fel’o ship’) /‘felow,fip/ n. 1. (noncount] 
friendly relationship; companionship; friendliness: fellow- 
Ship among old friends. 2. [count] an association or So- 
ciety: a member of the youth fellowship. 3. [count] the 
position of, or the money given to, a fellow of a college 
or university: a small fellowship for expenses and some 
tuition. 

felon (fel/an) /felon/ n. [count] a person who has com- 
mitted a felony. 
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felony (felə nē) /'feloniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. an of- 
fense, such as murder or burglary, of serious character 
and usually punished by imprisonment for more than 
one year. —fe-lo-ni-ous (fa 10/né as) /fa'lowniyas/ adj. 

felt! (felt) /felt/ v. pt. and pp. Of FEEL. 

felt? (felt) /felt/ n. (noncount] a nonwoven fabric of wool, 
fur, or hair, matted together by heat, moisture, and great 
pressure. 

fem., an abbreviation of: 1. female. 2. feminine. 

feemale (fé/mal) /'fiymeyl/ n. [count] 1. a person of the 
sex that bears young; a girl or woman. 2. any organism 
of the sex or sexual phase that normally produces egg 
cells. 3. a plant having a pistil or pistils. —adj. 4. of, re- 
lating to, or being a female: a female mammnial. 5. [be- 
fore a noun) of, relating to, or characteristic of a girl or 
woman: feminine: female wisdom. 6. (before a noun) 
made up of females: a wide female readership. 7. having 

a recessed part into which a corresponding part fits: a fe- 
male plug. 

fem-ienine (fem/ea nin) /‘femonin/ adj. 1. relating to or 
characteristic of women or girls: feminine clothes. 2. be- 
longing to the female sex; female: a mostly feminine 
viewership. 3. of, relating to, or being the grammatical 
gender that has among its members most nouns refer- 
ring to females, as well as other nouns, as Latin stella 
“star” or German Zeit “time.” —fem/i-nin/i-ty, n. [non- 
count] 

femeienism (fem/ə niz’am) /'femo,nizom/ u. [noncourtt] 
1. a doctrine advocating social, political, and economic 
rights for women equal to those of men. 2. a movement 
for the attainment of such rights. —fem/i-nist, n. [count] 
adj. 

fen (fen) /fen/ n. [count] low land covered wholly or par- 
tially with water; boggy land; marsh. 

fence (fens) /fens/ n., v., fenced, fenc-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a barrier enclosing or surrounding a field, yard, etc., 
usually made of posts and wire or wood. See illustration 
at House. 2. a person who receives and disposes of sto- 
len goods. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to enclose by a fence: to 
fence a farm. 4. [~ + (in/offYout) + obj) to separate by 
or as if by a fence: to fence off a corner of a garden. 5. 
[~ + obj] to sell (stolen goods) to a fence: The thieves 
weren't able to fence the stolen jewels. 6. (no obj) to 
practice the art or sport of fencing: The two swordsmenrt 
were fencing. —Idiom. 7. on the fence, uncommitted; 
neutral; undecided: The party chairman stayed on the 
fence until the primaries were over. 

fenc-ing (fen/sing) /'fensin/ n. [noncount] the art, prac- 
tice, or sport in which a special sword is used for defense 
and attack. 

fend (fend) /fend/ v. 1. [~ + off + obj) to ward off; keep 
or push away: He used a stick to fend off his attackers. 2. 
[~ + for + oneself to provide; manage; support: He 
had to fend for himself after his father died. See -FEND-. 

-fend-, root. -fend- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “strike.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DEFEND, DEFENSE, DEFENSIVE, FEND, INDEFENSIBLE, INOFFEN- 
SIVE, OFFEND, OFFENSE, OFFENSIVE. 

fend-er (fen/dər) /'fendor/ n. [count] 1. the part 
mounted over the wheels of an automobile, bicycle, etc., 
to reduce splashing. 2. a low metal guard before an 
open fireplace to keep back falling coals. 

fen-nel (fern/l) /fenl/ n. [noncount] 1. a plant of the 
parsley family, having sweet-smelling leaves and small 
yellow flowers. 2. Also called fen/nel seed’. the seeds of 
this plant, used in cooking and medicine. 

-fer-, root. -fer- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “carry.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CONFER, DEFER, DIFFER, FERRY, INFER, PESTIFEROUS, PRE- 
FER, TRANSFER. 

ferement (n. far/ment; v. fər ment’) / n. 'fsrment; v. 
for'ment/ n. [noncount] 1. agitation or excitement; com- 
motion: political fernmient. —v. 2. to (cause to) undergo 
fermentation: [0 obj]: When wine ferments, it changes 
sugar to alcoliol. [~ + obj): This enzyme ferments the 
wine faster. 

fer-men-ta-tion (fûr/men ta’shon) /,f3rmen'teyfon/ r. 
[nonconnt] the act or process of fermenting; a chemical 
change, such as the conversion of grape sugar into alco- 
hol by yeast enzymes. 

fern (furn) /fsrn/ n. [count], pi. ferns or fern. a non- 
flowering plant having fronds and reproducing by spores. 

fe-ro-cious (fa rō’shəs) /fa'rowsas/ adj. 1. savagely 
fierce or cruel; violently harsh; brutal: ferocious animals. 
2. extreme or intense: a ferocious tlirst. —fe-ro/- 
ciousely, adv. fe-ro’cious-ness, fe-rocei-ty (fo ros/- 
i tē) /fo'rositiy/ n. luonconrt) 
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ferret (ferit) /‘ferit/ n. [count] 1. a tame variety of the 
polecat, used esp. in Europe for driving rodents from 
their burrows. —v. 2. to drive out by or as if by using a 
ferret: [~ + obj): to ferret rabbits from their burrows. io 
+ out + obj): to ferret out enemies. [~ + obj + out): to 
ferret them out. 3. to search out; bring to light: [~ + ont 
+ obj): to ferret out the facts. [~ + obj + out): to ferret 
it out. 

Fer’ris wheel’ (fer’is) /‘feris/ n. [count] an amusement 
ride made of a large upright wheel rotating on a fixed 
stand and having seats suspended freely from its rim. 

ferry (fer’é) /'feriy/ n., pl. -ries, v., -ried, -ry-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a ferryboat. 2. a service for flying airplanes 
over a particular route, esp. the delivery of airplanes to 
an overseas destination. —v. 3. {~ + obj] to carry or 
convey back and forth over a fixed route in a boat or 
plane: They ferried the passengers across the lake. 4. 
{no obj] to go in a ferry: They ferried across the Hudson 
River. 5. {~ + obj] to fly (an airplane) over a particular 
route, esp. for delivery: Women pilots in World War II fer- 
ried aircraft to Europe from the U.S. See -FER-. 

ferry-boat (fer’é bot’) /'feriy,bowt/ n. [count] a boat 
used to transport passengers, vehicles, etc., across a 
river or the like. See -FER-. 

fer-tile (far/tl) /‘fsrtl/ adj. 1. bearing, producing, or ca- 
pable of producing vegetation abundantly; productive: 
fertile Illinois soil. 2. bearing or capable of bearing off- 
spring. 3. [usually: before a noun) abundantly produc- 
tive; imaginative; creative: a fertile imagination. —fer-til- 
ity (for tii tē) /for'tilitiy/ m. (moncount] See -FER-. 
—Related Words. FERTILE is an adjective, FERTILIZER and 
FERTILIZATION are nouns, FERTILIZE is a verb: Many crops 
were grown on the fertile land. The farmer spread ferti- 
lizer on the land. Fertilization was necessary before plant- 
ing. The farmer fertilized the land with chemicals. 

fer-ti-lize (fart! iz’) /‘fartlayz/ v. [~ + obj], -tized, -liz- 
ing. 1. to make (the female sex cell) capable of develop- 
ment by uniting it with the male sex cell. 2. to make fer- 
tile; enrich: The farmers fertilized their farmland. —fer- 
tieliezastion (fir/tl ə zā/shən) /fartlo'zeyfon/ n. [non- 
count] See -FER-. 

fer-ti-liz-er (far/tl i/zor) /'fsrtlayzər/ n. (count) any 
substance used to fertilize the soil. See -FER-. 

fer-vent (far/vant) /‘farvont/ adj. having or showing in- 
tense spirit or feeling: ardent; passionate: a fervent ad- 
mirer; He wrote a fervent plea. —fer’ventely, adv. 

fer-vor (fûr/vər) /‘farvor/ n. [noncount] great earnest- 
ness of feeling; passion. Also, esp. Brit., fer/vour. 

-fess-, root. -fess- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “declare; acknowledge.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: CONFESS, CONFESSION, CONFESSIONAL, PRO- 
FESS, PROFESSED, PROFESSION, PROFESSIONAL, PROFESSOR, UN- 
PROFESSIONAL. 

-fest, suffix. -fest is attached to nouns to form nouns 
with the meaning “an assembly of people engaged in a 
common activity” named by the first element of the com- 
pound: gab + -fest 7 gabfest (= group of people gab- 
bing or talking a lot); song + -fest ~ songfest (= as- 
sembly of people singing together). 

fes-ter (fes/tar) /'festor/ v. [no obj] 1. to form pus; pu- 
trefy: a festering wound. 2. (of hatred, anger, jealousy, 
etc.) to grow stronger or worse gradually: The desire for 
revenge festered in her heart. 

fes-ti-val (fes’ta val) /'festaval/ n. [count] 1. a day or 
time of religious or other celebration, marked by cere- 
monies and feasting: the May festival. 2. a period or pro- 
gram of festive activities, cultural events, or entertain- 
ment: a music and art festival. 

fes-tive (fes/tiv) /‘festiv/ adj. relating to or suitable for a 
feast or festival; joyous; merry: festive decorations; a fes- 
tive mood. —fes/tive-ly, adv. 

fes-tivei-ty (fe stiv’i tē) /fe'stivitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[comt] a festive celebration, event, or occasion: the 
Christmas festivities. 2. {noncount] festive character or 
quality; gaiety; merriment: serious in the midst of festiv- 
ity. 

fes-toon (fe stoon’) /fe'stuwn/ n. [count] 1. a string or 
chain of flowers, leaves, ribbon, etc., hung in a curve be- 
tween two points. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to adorn or decorate 
with or as if with festoons: to festoon a hall. 

fetea (feta) /'feto/ n. [noncount] a soft, crumbly, white 
Greek cheese usually made from sheep’s or goat's milk. 

fe-tal or foe-tal (fét/l) /'fiytl/ adj. of, relating to, or 
having the character of a fetus: The doctor monitored the 
fetal heartbeat duriug labor. 

fetch (fech) /fetf/ v. 1. to go and bring back; return 
with; get: [~ + obj]: to fetch a glass of water. [no obj): 
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She taught the dog to fetch. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to 
come; bring: Go fetch a doctor. 3. [~ + obj] to sell for 
or bring (a price, financial return, etc.): The horse fetched 
more money than it cost. ——Idiom. 4. fetch and 
carry, [no obj] to perform menial tasks: / was pretty 
bored, fetching and carrying alt day at the bazaar. 
fetch/er, n. [court] 

fetching (fech/ing) /‘fetfin/ adj. charming; captivating: 
a fetching blue dress. —fetch/’ine-ly, adv.: dressed 
fetchingly. 

fete or fête (fat, fet) /fcyt, fet/ n., pl. fetes or fates, 
v., fet-ed or fét-ed, fet-ing or fét-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
festive celebration. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to entertain at or 
honor with a fete: The Nobel prize winner was feted at a 
gala luncheon. 

fet-id (let/id, fe/tid) /'fetid, 'fiytid/ adj. having an offen- 
sive odor. 

fet-ish (fet/ish, fē/tish) /‘fetif, 'fiytuf/ n. [count] 1. an 
object regarded as having magical power; talisman. 2. 
any object, idea, etc., that one gives reverence or devo- 
tion to; obsession: The town makes a fetish of soccer. 
—fet/ish-ism, n. [noncount) —fet/ish-ist, n. (cornet) 
—fet/ish-is’tic, adj. 

fet-lock (fet/lok’) /‘fet,Ink/ n. [count] the part of the leg 
of a horse above and behind the hoof that sticks out and 
has a tuft of hair. 

fet-ter (fet/ar) /‘fetor/ n. [count] 1. a chain or shackle 
placed on the feet. 2. Usually, fetters. [piura/] anything 
that confines or restrains: Education is supposed to re- 
move fetters from the mind. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put 
fetters upon: The pirates fettered their staves. 4. to con- 
fine; restrain; restrict: fettered by a lack of self- 
confidence. 

fet-tle (fet/l) /‘fetl/ n. [noncount] state; condition: They 
felt in fine fettle. 

fet-etuc-cine or fet-tuc-cieni (feta chē/nē) 
/feto'tfiyniy/ m. [noncount; used with a singular verb] 
pasta cut in flat narrow strips: This fettuccine is excellent. 

fe-tus (fētəs) /'fiytəs/ n. [count], pl. -tus-es. unborn or 
unhatched young in the womb or egg, esp. in the later 
stages of development. 

feud (fyood) /fyuwd/ n. [count] 1. a bitter quarrel or ar- 
gument, esp. one that lasts for many generations be- 
tween families, ethnic groups, etc. —v. [no obj] 2. to en- 
gage in a feud: The two groups had been feuding for 
years. 

feu-dal (fydod/I) /‘fyuwdl/ adj. [before a noun) of, relat- 
ing to, or like feudalism, esp. of the Middle Ages. 

feu-dal-ism (fyood/I iz’am) /‘fyuwdl,tzam/ n. [noncount] 
the political, military, and social system of the Middle 
Ages in Western Europe, based on the work done by 
peasants for a landowner who gives protection in return. 
—feu/dal-is’tic, adj. 

fe-ver (fé/var) /'fiyvər/ n. 1. an abnormally high body 
temperature: [noncount): Fever and chills are often 
symptoms of the flu. (count): | was worried because she 
had a high fever. 2. (count; usually singular) intense 
nervous excitement: in a fever of anticipation. —fe/ver- 
ish, adj. —fe/ver-ishely, adv. 

few (fyoo) /fyuw/ adj., -er, -est, n., pron. —adj. [before a 
Plural noun) 1. not many but more than one; scarcely 
any; hardly any: Few artists live luxuriously. 2. [a + ~) 
some; several: A few artists did manage to live luxuri- 
ously. —n. (plural; used with a plural verb) 3. [a + ~]a 
small number or amount: Did everyone go hore? No, a 
few were still waiting. 4. the few, a special, limited num- 
ber; the minority: a concert that appeals to the few. 
—pron. [plural 5. a small number of persons or things: 
Many are Called, but few are chosen. —~Idiom. 6. few 
and far between, placed at widely separated intervals; 
not frequent or plentiful: Chances like this are few and far 
between. 7. quite a few, [before a plural noun) a fairly 
large number of; many: fle had quite a few girlfriends. 
-—Usage. When Few is used with a noun, the noun is 
plural: few speakers; a few speakers; quite a few speak- 
ers. Note also the slight difference in meaning between 
FEW and a Few. When Few is used without a the meaning 
is “a small amount of; not as many as expected”: Few 
learners can lope to speak Chinese perfectly. When A 
Few is used, the meaning is more positive: “some, but 
not many”: A few learners can hope to speak Chinese 
perfectly. See LITTLE. FEWER and LESS are Opposed. FEWER 
should be used with plural count nouns: fewer books, 
while Less is only to be used with noncount nouns: fess 
money. In informal style, many speakers use Less before 
plural nouns: fess books, but never use FEWER before 
noncount nouns; no one would say: fewer money. 
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fey (fa) /fcy/ adj. whimsical; strange: in a fey manner. 

fez (fez) /fe7/ n. [count], pl. fez-zes. a felt cap, usually 
red, shaped like a shortened cone and ornamented with 
a tassel, worn by men esp. in Egypt and formerly Turkey. 

FHA, an abbreviation of: Federal Housing Administration. 

fian-cé (f€/an sa’, fē än/sā) /fiyun'sey, fiy'ansey/ n. 
[count] pl., -cés. a man who is engaged to be married. 

firan-cée (fē/än sa’, fē An/sa) /,fiyan'scy, fiy'ansey/ n. 
[count] pl., -cées. a woman who is engaged to be mar- 
ried. 

fiasco (fē as/kō) /fiy'eskow / n. [count], pl. -cos, 
-coes. a complete failure: The debate was a total fiasco. 

fiat (fe/at, -at; fiZat, -at) /‘fiyat, -wt; ‘fayat, -æt/ n. an 
authoritative decree; an official order: (count): a royal 
fiat. [(noncount): to rule by fiat. 

fib (fib) /fib/ n, v., fibbed, fib-bing. —n. (count) 1. a 
small or trivial lie. —v. [no obj] 2. to tell a fib: Stop fib- 
bing and tell me the truth. —fib/ber, n. (count) 

fiber (fi/bar) /‘faybor/ n. 1. [count] a fine, threadlike 
piece, such as of cotton. 2. matter or material made up 
of small thin threadlike pieces: [noncount]: mats made of 
cotton fiber. (count): plastic fibers. 3. [noncount) an es- 
sential or basic character, quality, or strength: people of 
strong imoral fiber. 4. (count) a thin, threadlike, or long 
cell or structure in the body that is combined in a bundle 
of tissue: nerve fibers. 5. [noncount] Also called bulk, 
roughage. parts of plants that are hard or impossible to 
digest, eaten to aid the movement of food through the 
intestines: a diet rich in fiber. Also, esp. Brit., fi/bre. 

fibber-glass or fiber glass (f/bər glas’) /'fay,bor 
glies/ n. (noncount) a material made up of fine thread- 
like pieces of glass. 

fi/ber op/tics or fi/ber-op/’tics, n. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] the technology of sending computer 
data, video images, voice signals, etc., through transpar- 
ent fibers that allow the light to be transmitted around 
curves. —fi/ber-op/tic, adj. 

fib-ril-late (fib’ra lat’, fi/bra-) /‘fibra,leyt, 'faybra-/ v., 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. (of muscular tissue) to twitch or quiver 
uncontrollably: [no obj]: Suddenly the patient's heart be- 
gan to fibritlate. [~ + obj): The machine sent electrical 
shocks to the heart and fibrittated it. —fiberilela-tion 
(fib’ra la’shan, fi/bra-) /,fibra'leyfon, ,faybra-/ n. tnon- 
count) 

fi-brous (fi/bras) /‘faybras/ adj. of, relating to, made of, 
or resembling fiber. 

-fic-, root. -fic- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “make, do.” It is related to -Fac- and -Fec-. This 
meaning is found in such words aS: BENEFICIAL, CERTIFI- 
CATE, FICTION, HONORIFIC, HORRIFIC, PACIFIC, PROLIFIC. 

FICA or F.I.C.A. (fi/ka, fē/-) /‘fayko, 'fiy-/ n. [proper 
noun) Federal Insurance Contributions Act, a system by 
which certain amounts are withheld from wages for taxes. 

fiche (fésh) /fiyf/ 1n. MICROFICHE. 

fickele (fik’al) /‘fikal/ adj. not constant or loyal in affec- 
tions or character. —fick/le-ness, n. [noncount] 

fic-tion (fik’shan) /‘fikfon/ n. 1. [noncount) literature 
that includes novels or short stories of events that are 
imagined: / like to read fiction. 2. (count; usually singu- 
lar) something invented or imagined, esp. a made-up 
story: That story about her ricli grandrnother was just a 
fiction. —fic’tion-al, adj. See -Fic-. —-Usage. See Ficti- 
TIOUS. 

fic-tion-al-ize (fik’sha nl iz’) /‘fikfonl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make into fiction; give a fictional version 
of: to fictionalize the life of a hero. —fic-tion-al-i-za-tion 
(fik’sha nl ə zā/shən) /,fikfonla'zeyfan/ n. (noncount: 
count) 

fic-ti-tious (fik tish’as) /fik'tifas/ adj. 1. created, taken, 
or assumed for concealment; not genuine; false: fictitious 
nates. 2. of, relating to, or made up of fiction: a ficti- 
tious heroine. —fic-ti/tious-ly, adv. —Usage. FICTIONAL 
usually refers to events that are imaginary or made up: a 
fictional tale. Fictitious more often implies that there was 
a deliberate effort to mislead or be false: They used ficti- 
tious names on their gun pernit applications. 

-fid-, root. -fid- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “faith; trust.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONFIDE, CONFIDENCE, FIDELITY. 

fid-dle (fid/l) /‘fidl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 1. a 
violin. —v. 2. to play (a tune) on the fiddle: [no obj]: The 
emperor was said to have been fiddling while Rome 
burned. [~ + obj): They fiddled a tune. 3.[~ + with + 
obj) to make fussing movements with the hands: She fid- 
died nervously with her handkerchief. 4 (~ + with + 
obj) to touch or manipulate something, as to operate or 
adjust it; tinker: / fiddled with the wires to the battery. 
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—Idiom. 5. (as) fit as a fiddle, in perfect health; very 
fit: fit as a fiddle after his vacation. 6. play second fid- 
dle to, [~ + obj] to have or take a less important role 
than: | was tired of playing second fiddle to him. — fid’- 
dler, n. (coint] 

fi-del-iety (fi del/i tē, fi-) /fi'delitiy, fay-/ n. [noncomnt) 
1. loyalty: Dogs are known for their fidelity to their mas- 
ters. 2. faithfulness, esp. to one’s spouse. 3. accuracy; 
exactness. 4. the degree of accuracy with which sound or 
images are recorded or reproduced. See -FID-. 

fidg-et (fij/it) /‘fid3it/ v. [no obj] 1. to move about rest- 
lessly, nervously, or impatiently: fidgeting anxiously be- 
fore being interviewed. —n. [count] 2. Often, fidgets. 
[plural the condition or an instance of being nervously 
restless: gets the fidgets during long meetings. —fidg/- 
ety, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

fie (fi) /fay/ interj. (used to express mild disgust, annoy- 
ance, or disapproval.) 

field (fēld) /fiyld/ n. [cont] 1. a piece of open or 
cleared land, esp. one suitable for pasture or growing 
things: The cows were grazing in the fields. See illustra- 
tion at LANDSCAPE. 2. a piece of ground devoted to sports 
or contests; playing field: The tearn took the field. 3. a 
particular branch of activity or interest: the field of teach- 
ing. 4. (usually singular] a job or research location that is 
away from regular work or study facilities: representatives 
in the field. 5. the scene or area of active military 
operations: the killing fields. 6. a large area or expanse 
of anything: a field of ice. 7. any region or area charac- 
terized by a particular feature, resource, activity, etc.: an 
oil field. 8. the surface of a canvas, shield, flag, or coin 


on which something is portrayed: a gold star on a field of 


blue. 9. all the competitors in a contest, or all the com- 
petitors except for the leader: /f's nota particularly strong 
field, so our team has a chance of advancing. 10. Phys- 


ics. a region of space in which a force acts. —v. 11. [~ 


+ obj] (in baseball and cricket) to catch or pick up (the 
ball) in play: The shortstop fielded the ball. 12. [~ + 


obj] to answer skillfully: The president managed to field 


the question. —Idiom. 13. play the field, Informal. a. 
to engage in a broad range of activities. b. to date a 


number of persons during the same period of time: After 


she broke her engagement, she wanted to play the field 
for a while. —field’er, n. (cont) 

field’ day’, n. [(comnt) 1. a day devoted to outdoor 
sports or athletic contests, such as at a school. 2. a day 
for military exercises and display. 3. an Occasion Or Op- 
portunity to enjoy or amuse oneself completely: The chil- 
dren had a field day with their new toys. 

field’ glasses’, n. [piuraf binoculars. 

field’ hock/ey, n. [noncoint) a field game in which 
two teams of 11 players each use curved sticks to try to 
drive a ball into a netted goal. 

field’ mar/’shal, n. [comnt) a military officer of the 
highest rank, such as in the British army. 

field’/-test’, v. [~ + obj] to test (a device or product) 
under conditions of actual use. 

fiend (fénd) /fiynd/ n. [cornnt] 1. any evil spirit; demon. 
2. an extremely cruel or wicked person. 3. /nfortnal. a 
person who is addicted or very attached to some habit, 
practice, condition, etc.: a fiend for neatness. —fiend’- 
ish, adj. —fiend/ish-ly, adv. 

fierce (férs) /fiors/ adj., fierc-er, fierc-est. 1. wild, sav- 
age, or hostile: fierce beasts. 2. violent in force, intensity, 
etc.: a fierce hurricane. 3. furiously eager or intense: 
fierce competition. 4. Informal. extremely bad or severe: 
a fierce cold. —fierce/ly, adv. —fierce/ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

fier-y (fi?r/é) /‘fay°riy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. made up of, 
characterized by, or containing fire; intensely hot: the 
fiery pits of hell. 2. like or suggestive of fire: a frery chili 
sauce. 3. intensely ardent or passionate: a fiery speech. 
4. easily angered or provoked: a fiery temper. —fier/i- 
ness, n. [noncornt) 

fi-es-ta (fē es/ta) /fiy'esto/ n. [count] „pl. -tas. a festival 
or festive celebration. 

fife (fif) /fayf/ n. [count] a small flute used in marching 
bands. —fif/er, n. [count] 

fif-teen (fiftēn/) /fif'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal num- 
ber, ten plus five. 2. a symbol for this number, as I5 or 
XV. —adj. [before a nonn) 3. amounting to 15 in num- 
ber. ~fif/teenth’, adj., n. [count] 

fifth (fifth) /fif0/ adj. 1. next after the fourth: the fifth 
door on the right. 2. being one of five equal parts. —n. 
[count] 3. a fifth part, esp. of one (4). 4. [usunally: the + 
~ the fifth member of a series. 5. a fifth part of a gallon 
of tiquor or spirits (about 750 milliliters): a filth of his fa- 
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vorite Scotch —adv. 6. in the fifth place. 
—fifth/ly, adv. 

fif-ty (fi/té) /'fiftiy/ n. [conni], pl. -ties, adj. 1. a cardi- 
nal number, ten times five. 2. a symbol for this number, 
as 50 or L. 3. fifties, the numbers from 50 through 59, 
as in referring to the years of a lifetime or of a century or 
to degrees of temperature: The temperature is in the fif- 
ties. 4. a fifty-dollar bill. —adj. [before a noun) 5. 
amounting to 50 in number. —fif/ti-eth, adj., n. [count] 

fif-ty-fif-ty or 50-50 (fife fif7te) /'fiftiy'fiftiy/ adj. 1. 
equally good and bad, likely and unlikely, favorable and 
unfavorable, etc.: a fifty-fifty chance of success. —adv. 2. 
in an evenly or equally divided way: The stolen money 
was divided fifty-fifty. 

fig (fig) /fig/ n. [cont] 1. a tree or shrub of the mulberry 
family that bears fruit that can be eaten. 2. the pear- 
shaped fruit of such a tree or shrub. 

fig., an abbreviation of: 1. figurative. 2. figuratively. 3. 
figure. 

fight (fit) /fayt/ n., v., fought (fot) /fot/ fight-ing. —n. 1. 
[comnt] a battle or combat: a fight between the gangs. 2. 
[count] any contest or struggle: a tough fight for reelec- 
tion. 3. [count] an angry argument or disagreement: a 
fight over who would use the car. 4. [count] a boxing 
bout: the champ’s first fight in almost a year. 5. [non- 
count) ability, will, or inclination to fight, keep trying, or 
resist: She still had some fight left in her. —v. 6. to take 
part or contend in or as if in battle or in single combat: 
[~ + obj]: The armies fought each other. [no obj): They 
fought in World War Il. (~ + with + obj): The army 
fought with the enemy. [~ + against + obj): The U.S. 
fought against Germany. 7. to contend in any manner; 
struggle vigorously for or against something: [obj]: 
He had to fight his despair. She fought back her tears. 
[no obj]: The candidates fought hard in the election. [~ 
+ for + obj]: They fought hard for their rights. 8. [~ + 
obj] to make (one’s way) by fighting or striving: She had 
fought her way to the top. —Idiom. 9. fight it out, [no 
obj] to fight until a decision is reached: Both sides con- 
tinued to fight it out. 

fight-er (fi/ter) /'faytər/ n. [count] 1. a boxer. 2. an air- 
craft designed to seek out and destroy enemy aircraft. 3. 
a person who fights, struggles, etc., esp. a person with 
the courage or disposition to fight, struggle, etc. 

figment (fig’mant) /‘figmont/ n. [count] a mere prod- 
uct of mental invention; a fantastic notion: The noises in 
the attic were just a figment of his imagination. 

fig-ur-a-tive (fig’yar ə tiv) /‘figyorativ/ adj. 1. of the 
nature of or involving a figure of speech, esp. a meta- 
phor: She sed the word “dead” in a figurative sense to 
mean “tired.” 2. characterized by or having figures of 
speech: letters filled with figurative language. —fig/ur-a- 
tive-ly, adv. 

fig-ure (fig/yar) /‘figyor/ n, v, -ured, -uring. —n. 
[cont] 1. a symbol for a number. 2. an amount or value 
expressed in numbers: a figure that was more than we 
conld afford. 3. figures, [plural the use of numbers in 
calculating; arithmetic: good at figures. 4. a written sym- 
bol other than a letter. 5. the form or shape of some- 
thing; outline: a dim figure in the dark room. 6. the hu- 
man bodily form or frame: a graceful figure. 7. a 
character or personage, esp. one of distinction: a well- 
known figure. 8. the appearance or impression made by 
a person or sometimes a thing: a mother figure for the 
hinnan race. 9. a diagram, illustration, map, or drawing 
in a text: In the first figure you can see the statistics for 
the five most popirlous states. 10. a movement or series 
of movements in skating or dancing. —v. 11. [~ + (up 
+) obj] to compute or calculate: Let's figure (up) the to- 
tal and split the bill. 12. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + (that) 
clause] Informnal. to conclude, judge, reason, or think: / 
figured that you wanted me to stay. 13. [no obj] to be or 
appear in, esp. in an important, obvious, or prominent 
way: Your name figures in my report. 14. [not: be + 
~-ing; it + ~; no obj) Informal. (of a situation, act, re- 
quest, etc.) to be logical, expected, or reasonable: it 
figures: when I have the time to travel, | don't have the 
money. 15. figure on, [~ + on + obj] to count or rely 
on; take into consideration; plan on: We had figured on 
Dad being able to baby-sit. 16. figure out, to under- 
stand: solve: [~ + obj + owt]: | cant figure her out; one 
minute she’s happy, the next, sad. [~ + out + obj): I 
can't figure out the directions. 

fig-ure-head (fig’yar hed’) /‘figyar,hed/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who is head of a group, country, etc., in title only: 
The queen of England is a figurehead. 2. a carved figure 
built into the front of a sailing ship. 


whiskey. 
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fig’ure of speech’, n. [count] an expression in which 
words are used in a nonliteral sense, as in metaphor, in 
order to suggest vivid images or to heighten effect: When 
I said she was growing like a weed it was just a figure of 
speech. 

fig-ur-ine (fig/ya rén/) /figya'riyn/ n. [count] a small 
ornamental figure of pottery, metal, glass, etc.; statuette. 

Fijian (fe7jé an, fi jē/ən) /'fiyd3iyan, fr'dziyən/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to Fiji. 2. of or relating to the language 
spoken by many people living in Fiji. —n. 3. [count] a 
person born or living in Fiji. 4. [onconnt) the language 
spoken by many of the people in Fiji. 

fileaement (fə mant) /‘filomant/ n. (count) 1. a very 
fine thread or threadlike structure; a fiber or fibril: fla- 
ments of gold. 2. (in a light bulb) the threadlike conduc- 
tor that is heated and glows due to the passage of cur- 
rent. —fileaemen-tous (fil’a men/tas) /,filo'mentas/ adj. 

filch (fitch) /filt{/ v. [~ + obj] to steal (esp. something 
of small value); pilfer; swipe: The children filched cook- 
ies. 

file’ (fil) /fayl/ n., v., filed, fileing. —n. [count] 1. a cabi- 
net or other container in which papers, letters, etc., are 
arranged in order. See illustration at office. 2. a collec- 
tion of papers, records, etc., arranged in order and often 
in a folder: / would like to read my file. 3. a collection of 
related computer data or program records stored by 
name, such as on a disk: When you type “dir” you will 
see a list or directory of the files on your disk. 4. a line of 
persons or things arranged one behind another: a long 
file of people. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to place in a file: There 
were 110 jobs open, but they filed my resume. 6. {~ + 
obj) to arrange (papers, records, etc.) in convenient order 
for storage or reference: asked his secretary to file the 
fornis. 7. [~ + obj] to transmit (a news story), as by wire 
or telephone: The correspondent filed his report. 8. {~ 
+ obj) to initiate (legal proceedings): to file charges 
against the driver. 9. {no Obj] to march in a file or line, 
one after another: The mourners filed by his coffin. 10. 
[70 obj) to make application: to file for divorce. 
—TIdiom. 11. on file, held in a file or record; filed for 
easy retrieval or as evidence of something: They prom- 
ised to keep my application on file. 

file’ (fil) /fayl/ n, v, filed, fileing. —n. [count] 1. a 
metal tool, esp. of steel, having rough surfaces for reduc- 
ing or smoothing metal, wood, etc. 2. NAIL FILE. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 3. to reduce, smooth, or remove with or as if with 
a file: She filed her nails. 

filet mignon (fi lā min yon’) /fi'ley min'ypn/ n. 
[count] a small tender round piece of steak cut from the 
thick end of a beef tenderloin. 

filial (fie al) /'filiyal/ adj. of, relating to, or befitting a 
son or daughter: filial obedience. 

fil-iebus-ter (fil’a bus/tar) /'fila,bastor/ n. 1. a. [non- 
count) the use of delaying tactics by a member of a legis- 
lative assembly to prevent the adoption of a measure: 
Filibuster is likely if this bill reaches the Senate floor. b. 
[count] an exceptionally long speech or other tactic used 
for this purpose: a long filibuster. —v. 2. to delay, slow 
down, or prevent the passage of (legislation) by tactics 
such as long speeches: [no obj]: The senator was filibus- 
tering. [~ + obj): The senators promised to filibuster 
that bill. 

fil-iegiree (fə gré’) /'fila,griy/ n. (nonconnt) delicate 
ornamental work of fine silver, gold, or other metal wire. 

Fil-ispieno (fil/a pē/nō) /,fila'piynow/ n. [count], pl. -nos. 
a person born or living in the Philippines. 

fill (fil) /fıl/ v. 1. to (cause to) become full; put as much 
as can be held into: [~ + obj): to fill a jar with water. [no 
obj): Her eyes filled with tears. 2. [~ + obj] to occupy to 
the full capacity: The crowd filled the hall. 3. {~ + obj] 
to supply plentifully: to fill a house with furniture. 4 {~ 
+ obj) to penetrate to every part of: Sunlight filled the 
room. 5. [~ + obj] to occupy and perform the duties of 
(a position, post, etc.): The company has already filled 
(he position you applied for. 6. {~ + obj] to supply the 
requirements or contents of (an order for goods, etc.): 
We'll fill your order right away. 7. {~ + obj) to meet sat- 
isfactorily, as requirements: to filla need. 8.[~ + obj} to 
stop up or close (a cavity, hole, etc.): to fill a tooth. 9. fill 
in, a. [~ + in + obj} to supply (missing information): 
The spy filled in the names of the missing scientists. b. 
to supply information to (someone): [~ + obj + in): Fill 
us in on your work experience. [~ + in + obj}: Fill in the 
boss about the plan. c. to complete by adding detail or 
by inserting required information into: [~ + in + obj): | 
filed in the form on the typewriter. She'll fill in the back- 
ground with diagonal lines. [~ + obj + in): I filled the 
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form in. d. [no obj] to act as a substitute: / filled in for 
him while he was on vacation. 10. fill out, a. to com- 
plete (a document or form) by supplying required infor- 
mation: [~ + out + obj): He filled ont the form and 
signed it at the bottom. {~ + obj + out): He filled it out. 
b. [no obj] to become rounder and fuller, such as the hu- 
man face or figure. 11. fill up, a. to (cause to) become 
full to the top: [no obj]: The tank filled up in no time. is 
+ up + obj): He filled up the tank with gas. [~ + obj + 
up): He filled it up. b. to take up (space) completely: [~ 
+ obj + up): The huge football player seemed to fill the 
room up. [~ + up + obj): He seemed to fill up the 
whole room. c. to give a feeling of having eaten enough 
or too much: [~ + obj + up): Just a little of his choco- 
late cake always fills me up. [~ + up + obj): Starchy 
food fills up the campers quickly. —n. [noncount) 12. a 
full supply; enough to satisfy want or desire: to eat one’s 
fill, 13. material such as earth or stones for building up 
the level of an area of ground. 

filler (fil”ar) /‘filor/ n. 1. [count] a person or thing that 
fills. 2. [noncount] a substance used to fill cracks. 3. 
[count] journalistic material of secondary importance 
used to fill out a column or page. 4. [moncount] cotton, 
down, or other material used to stuff or pad something. 

fillet (fi la’) / fi'ley / n., v., fileleted (fi lad’) /fi'leyd/ fil- 
let-ing. —n. 1. a boneless cut or slice of meat or fish, 
such as the beef tenderloin: (noncount): Fillet is usually 
very tender and very expensive. (count): two fillets of 
beef, —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cut or prepare (meat or fish) as 
a fillet. 

filling (filing) /‘filin/ n. 1. (count) an act or instance of 
filling. 2. something put in as a filler: (noncount): too 
much pie filling. (count): delicious sandwich fillings. 3. 
[count] a substance such as cement or amalgam, used 
to fill a cavity in a tooth: The dentist put in a temporary 
filling. 

fill’ing sta/tion, n. service STATION. 

filly (nē) /'filiy/ n. (count), pl. -lies. a young female 
horse. 

film (film) /ftlm/ n. 1. [count] a thin layer or coating: a 
film of grease. 2. [count] a thin haze, blur, or mist: 
There was a film in my eyes. 3. [nonconnt] a thin sheet 
or strip of specially treated plastic coated with a light- 
sensitive solution for taking photographs or motion 
pictures: a roll of film. 4. MOTION pictuRE. 5. a. Often, 
films. [plural] the motion-picture industry, or its produc- 
tions, operations, etc.: wanted to work in films. b. [non- 
count] motion pictures as a form of art or entertainment: 
a course on experimental film. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to pho- 
tograph with a motion-picture camera; to direct, make, 
or produce (a motion picture): The cast and crew have 
been filming this movie for a year. 7. to (cause to) be- 
come covered by a film: [70 obj]: Her eyes filmed over. 
[~ + up + obj): The steam filmed up the window. 
—film/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

filter (fil/tar) /‘filtor/ n. [count] 1. any substance, such 
as Cloth, paper, or charcoal, through which liquid or gas 
is passed to remove impurities or to trap solids: Tire 
Spring water goes through a filter before it is bottled. 2. 
any device containing a substance for filtering. 3. a lens 
screen of colored glass used in photography to control 
the color or to diminish the intensity of light. —v. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to remove by the action of a filter: The dehumidi- 
fier filters moisture out of the air. 5. [~ + obj] to act as 
a filter for; to slow the passage of: The dehumidifier fil- 
ters the air. 6. [no obj] to pass or slip through slowly: 
Sunlight was filtering through the trees. 7. (no obj] to 
reach gradually: Day by day, news filtered out about the 
catastrophe. —fil/ter-a-ble, fil-tra-ble (fil/tra bal) /'filtr- 
abal/ adj. —fil/ter-er, n. [count] 

filth (filth) /fıl9/ n. [noncount] 1. offensive or disgusting 
dirt or refuse; foul matter: sidewalks covered with filth. 2. 
vulgar or obscene language or materials. 

filth-y (fil/thē) /'fılðiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. very dirty: The 
streets were filthy. 2. morally impure, obscene, or vulgar: 
filthy language. —Idiom. 3. filthy rich, extremely rich. 
—filth/i-ness, n. [noncornt) 

fil-tra-tion (fil tra”shan) /fil'treyfon/ n. [noncount) the 
act or process of filtering. 

fin (fin) /fin/ n. [count] 1. a winglike or paddlelike part 
on the body of fishes and certain other water animals, 
used for movement, steering, or balancing. 2. any part 
resembling a fin, such as part of a boat or an aircraft. 3. 
Usually, fins. [plural Fuipper (def. 2). —finned, adj. 

-fin- root. -fin- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “end; complete; limit.” This meaning is found in 
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such words aS: CONFINE, DEFINE, DEFINITE, DEFINITION, FINAL, 
FINALE, FINANCE, FINE, FINISH, FINITE, INDEFINITE. 

fin., an abbreviation of: 1. finance. 2. financial. 3. finish. 

fiena-gle (fi na/gal) /fi'ncygal/ v. [~ + obj], -eled, -gl- 
ing. to get or achieve (something) by guile or trickery: to 
finagle an invitation. —fi-na/’gler, n. [count] 

fienal (fin/l) /‘faynl/ adj. 1. [before a noun) relating to or 
coming at the end; last in place, order, or time: final 
meeting of the season. 2. conclusive or decisive; un- 
changeable: That's my final offer. 3. being the end or 
purpose; ultimate: a finat result, —n. [count] 4. a. Often, 
finals. [plura the last and decisive game, match, or 
round in a series: Our team made it to the finals. b. the 
last, usually long, examination in a course of study: Do 
you have a final in history? —fi-enal-i-ty (fi nali tē, fe-) 
/fay'melitiy, fo-/ n. [poncount) —fi/nalely, adv. See -FIN-. 

fiernasle (fi nal’é, -na/lé) /fi'neliy, -'naliy/ n. [count]. pl. 
-les. the concluding part of something; end. See -FIN-. 

finalist (fin/! ist) /faynlist/ n. [count] a person who is 
participating in the final round of a contest. See -FIN-. 

fienaslize (fin/l iz’) /‘faynl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -lized, -liz: 
ing. to put into final form; complete all the details of (an 
agreement): They finalized the deal. See -FIN-. 

finance (fi nans’, fi/nans) /fi'nwens, ‘fayniens/ n., v., 
-nanced, -nanc-ing. —n. 1. [noncount) the management 
of money, as in banking and investment. 2. finances, 
[plural the monetary resources, such as of a company, 
individual, or government: Our finances are in good 
shape. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to supply with money or capital; 
obtain money or credit for; fund: How will we finance 
these expenses? See -FIN-. 

fienan-cial (fi nan/shel, fi-) /fi'nænfol, fay-/ adj. 1. re- 
lating to monetary income and expenses: the candidate's 
financial affairs. 2. of or relating to those engaged in 
dealing with money and credit: a financial advisor. —fi« 
nan/cial-ly, adv. See -FIN-. 

fin-an-cier (finan sēr, fi/nan-) /,finan'sior, faynan-/ n. 
[count] 1. a person skilled or engaged in managing large 
financial operations: Walt Street financiers. 2. a financial 
backer: financiers of the project. See -FIN-. 

finch (finch) /fintf/ n. [count] a small songbird having a 
short cone-shaped bill adapted for eating seeds. 

find (find) /faynd/ v., found (found) /fawnd/ find-ing, n. 
—yv.1.[~ + obj] to come upon by chance; meet with: to 
find a dime in the street. 2. [~ + obj] to locate by 
search or effort: to find an apartment. 3. [~ + obj] to re- 
cover (something lost): f found my watch under the 
clothes. 4. {usually not: be + ~-ing] to discover or per- 
ceive (something) after thinking about it or experiencing 
it: [~ + obj + to + verb): to find something to be true. 
[~ + obj + adjective + to + verb]: | found it hard to 
believe that they would betray me. [~ + (that) clause): | 
found that money can't buy happiness. 3. [not: bent 
~ing; ~ + obj) (used with impersonal subjects like 
“one” or “you”, or in the passive form, be found) exist: 
One/You won't find much rainfall in the desert. 6. [usu- 
ally not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to gain or regain the use 
of: Where does the school find the money to get comput- 
ers every year? 7. {~ + obj] to figure out by study or 
calculation: to find the sum of several numbers. (3h [> ar 
obj] to feel; perceive: / found some peace at work. 9. [~ 
+ oneself) to become aware of (oneself), as being in a 
certain condition or place: She awoke to find herself back 
home. 10. [not: be + ~-ing] a. [~ + obj + adjective] 
to determine after judicial inquiry: to find a person guilty. 
b. [~ + for + obj] to determine or decide an issue after 
a trial: The jury found for the defendant. 11. find out, a. 
to discover, expose, or confirm: [~ + out + obj): The 
detective couldn't find out anything about that suspect. b. 
[~ + obj + ont] to uncover and expose the true nature 
of (someone): You will be found out if you lie. —n. 
[count] 12. something found, esp. a valuable or gratify- 
ing discovery: What a find: gold, bullion, and old Spanish 
coins. — Idiom. 13. find oneself, to discover and pur- 
sue one’s genuine interests and talents: He took a year 
off from school in order to find limself. —find/er, 1. 
[court] 

find-ing (fin/ding) /fayndin/ n. [count] 1. Often, 
findings. [plura something that is found out. 2. a. a ju- 
dicial decision or verdict. b. a U.S. presidential order au- 
thorizing an action. 

fine’ (fin) /fayn/ adj., fin-er, fin-est, adv. —adj. 1. [of- 
ten: before a noun) of superior or best quality; excellent: 
fine wine. 2. made up of tiny particles: fine sand. 3. very 
thin: slender: fine thread. 4. keen; sharp: The knife 
needs a finer edge. 5. (often: before a noun) delicate in 
texture or workmanship: fine silk; fine china. 6. highly 
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skilled: accomplished: a fine muisician. 7. refined or ele- 
gant; polished: fine manners. 8. delicate; subtle: a fine 
distinction. 9. healthy; well: She looks fine. —adv. 10. 
Informal. excellently; very well: You did fine on the test. 
—fine/ly, adv. See -FIN-. 

fine? (fin) /fayn/ n., v., fined, fining. —n. [count] 1. 
money imposed as a penalty for an offense: a parking 
fine. —v. [~ + obj (+ obj)] 2. to punish by a fine: fined 
him fifty dollars for littering. 

fine’ arts’ (fin) /fayn/ n. [plura visual arts that are 
valued for beauty or expressiveness, such as painting, 
sculpture, or architecture. See -FIN-. 

fineer-y (fina rē) /fuynoriy/ n. [noncount) beautiful, 
fine, or showy dress, ornaments, etc. See -FIN-. 

finesse (fi ness’) /fi'ness/ n. [noncount] extreme deli- 
cacy or subtlety in performance; skill in handling a diffi- 
cult situation: He handled the outburst with finesse. See 
-FIN-. 

fineger (fing’gar) /'fingor/ n. [count] 1. any of the 
jointed end members of the hand, esp. one other than 
the thumb. 2. something like a finger in form or use: a 
finger of land. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to touch with the fingers; 
handle: He fingered the gun. 4. Slang. to inform against 
or identify (someone) to the authorities: The thief fin- 
gered his accomplice. ——Idiom. 5. give (someone) 
the finger, [give + obj + the + ~] Slang. to express 
contempt or indignation by extending the middle finger 
upward in an obscene gesture. 6. keep one’s fingers 
crossed, [no obj] to wish for good luck or success, esp. 
in a specific activity. 7. lay or put one’s finger on, 
[used with negative words or in questions; lay/put + 
one’s + ~ + on + obj] a. to remember precisely Or dis- 
cover: There's something about him that’s familiar, but l 
can't lay my finger on it. b. to locate exactly: lve got the 
report somewhere; | just cant put my finger on it at the 
monient. 8. twist or wrap around one’s (little) finger, 
[twis~wrap + obj + around + ones + ~] to exert com- 
plete control over: Shes got them wrapped around her 
little finger. 

fin-ger-ing (fing’ger ing) /‘fingorin/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the using of the fingers in playing on an instrument. 2. 
the indication (on a sheet of music) of the fingering. 

fin-ger-nail (fing’gar nal’) /'fıygər,neyl/ n. [count] the 
nail at the end of a finger. 

fin-ger-print (fing/gər print’) /‘fingor,print/ n. (count) 
1. an impression of the markings of the tip of the thumb 
or other finger, esp. for purposes of identification. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to take or record the fingerprints of: The po- 
lice fingerprinted the suspect at headquarters. 

fin-ger-tip (fing’gar tip’) /fingor,tip/ n. [count] 1. the 
tip or end of a finger: His fingertips were dirty from the 
ink. —Idiom. 2. at one’s fingertips, immediately and 
easily available: had all the information at his fingertips. 
3. to one’s fingertips, thoroughly; completely: a politi- 
cian all the way to his fingertips. 

finicky (fin’i kē) /'finikiy/ adj. excessively particular, 
difficult to please; fussy: a finicky eater. 

fin-ish (fin’ish) /‘fintf/ v. 1. to bring or come to an end 
or to cornpletion: [~ + obj]: We finished dinner at about 
9 o'clock. [~ + verb-ing]: Have you finished reading alt 
those books? [no obj): When does school finish this 
year? 2. to use completely: [~ + (up) + obj): to finish 
(up) a can of paint. (~ + (off) + obj): They finished (off) 
their beers. 3. to overcome completely; destroy Or kill: 
[~ + (of) + obj): This spray will finish (off) the cock- 
roaches. [~ + obj + off}: to finish them of. 4. [~ + 
obj] to put a finish on (wood, metal, etc.): finished the 
chair with a glossy varnish. —n. 5. [count] the end or 
conclusion; the final part or last stage: getting close to 
the finish now. 6. (count; usually singular] the surface 
coating or texture of wood, metal, etc.: This old table has 
a beautiful hand-rubbed finish. 7. [noncount) a material 
for application in finishing: /f you get finish on your 
hands, maybe turpentine will remove it. —fin/ish-er, n. 
[count] See -FIN-. 

finite (fi/nit) /‘faynayt/ adj. 1. having bounds or limits; 
not infinite; measurable. 2. a. (of a verb form) distin- 
guishing person, number, and tense, as well as mood or 
aspect, such as opens in She opens the window. b. (of a 
clause) containing a finite verb. —fi/nite-ly, adv. See 
-FIN-. 

fink (fingk) /fink/ n. [count] Slang. 1. an informer; stool 
pigeon. 2. a contemptible person. 

Finn (fin) /ftn/ n. [count] a person born or living in Fin- 
land. 

Finenish (fin/ish) /‘fintf/ n. [noncount] 1. the language 
spoken by many of the people in Finland. —adj. 2. of or 
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relating to Finland. 3. of or relating to the language spo- 
ken by many of the people in Finland. 

fiord (fy6rd, fyord) /fyord, fyowrd/ n. FJORD. 

fir (far) /far/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen tree of the pine 
family, having flat needles and erect cones. 2. [non- 
cont) the wood of such a tree. 

fire (fi°r) /fay°r/ n., v., fired, firing. —n. 1. [nonconnt] 
a State, process, or instance of light, heat, and flame due 
to burning. 2. [count] a burning mass of fuel, such as on 
a hearth. 3. [comnt] the destructive burning of a building, 
town, forest, etc.; conflagration: several brush fires. 4. 
[nonconrnt] burning passion; ardor; excitement: The gen- 
eral gave a speech that was fill of fire and aroused his 
men. 5. [noncount] the shooting or discharge of fire- 
arms: The enemy returned fire. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to set 
on fire: /t took several matches to fire the wood. 7.[~ + 
obj] to bake (pottery) in a kiln. 8. [~ + obj] to arouse: a 
teacher who fired my interest in astrononiy. 9. to dis- 
charge (a gun): [~ + obj]: The officers fired their pistols 
at the suspect. [no obj): Fire when ready. 10. [~ + obj] 
to dismiss from a job: The boss fired her. — Idiom. 11. 
catch (on) fire, [no obj} to become ignited; burn: The 
wet logs just wouldn't catch (on) fire. 12. play with fire, 
[no obj) to trifle with a serious or dangerous matter. 13. 
under fire, a. under attack, esp. by military forces. b. 
under censure or criticism: a candidate under fire for al- 
legations about his finances. 

fireearm (fi?r/drm/) /'fay?r,arm/ n. [count] a weapon, 
such as a rifle, from which a projectile is fired by gun- 
powder. 

fire-ball (fi?r/bdl’) /'fay®r,bol/ n. [count] 1. a ball of fire, 
such as a large burst of flame from an explosive. 2. a lu- 
minous meteor, sometimes exploding. 

firesbomb (fi°r/bom/) /'fay®r,bom/ n. [count] 1. an ex- 
plosive device that burns things near it. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to attack with firebombs: firebombing the enemy. 

fire-brand (fi?r/brand’) /'fay®r,brand/ n. [count] 1. a 
piece of burning wood. 2. a person who encourages un- 
rest, argument, or strife. 

fire-crack-er (fi°r/krak/ar) /'fay°r,krækər/ n. [cont] a 
paper or cardboard tube filled with an explosive and dis- 
charged to make a noise, as during a celebration. 

fire” en’gine, n. (cont) a truck equipped for firefight- 
ing. 

fire’ escape’, n. [coint] a metal stairway down an out- 
side wall for escaping from a burning building. 

fire’ extin’guisher, n. [count] a portable container 
filled with chemicals for putting out a fire. 

fire-fight (fier/fit’) /'fay°r,fayt/ n. [count] an exchange 
of gunfire between opposing forces. 

fire-fight-er or fire fight-er (fi°r/fi/ter) /‘fay®r,faytor/ 
n. [count] a person who fights fires: The firefighters ar- 
rived at the scene. —fire’fight/ing, n. [noncount), adj. 

fire-fly (fi°r/fi/) /‘fay?rflay/ n. [cont], pl. -flies. a bee- 
tle that comes out at night, having a light-producing or- 
gan at the rear of the abdomen. Also called lightning 
bug. Compare GLOWWORM. 

firee-house (fi®r/hous’) /'fay®r,haws/ n. FIRE STATION. 

fire’ hy’drant, n. HYDRANT. 

fireeman (fi?r7man) /fay®rmoan/ n. [count], pl. -men. a 
firefighter. 

fire-place (fi°r/plas’) /'fay®r,pleys/ n. [count] 1. the part 
of a chimney that opens into a room and in which fuel is 
burned; hearth. 2. any open Structure for keeping a fire, 
such as at a campsite. 

fire-pow-er or fire pow-er (fi?r/pou/ar) /'fay®r,pawor/ 
n. [noncount] the capability of a military force or weap- 
ons system to deliver effective fire to a target. 

fire-proof (fi°r/prdof’) /'fay®r,pruwf/ adj. 1. resistant to 
fire: fireproof gloves. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make fireproof: 
to fireproof the school. 

fire-side (fi°r/sid’) /‘fay®r,sayd/ n. (count; usually: the + 
~] the space around a fire or hearth: to sit around the 
fireside and swap Stories. 

fire’ sta’tion, n. [count] a building in which firefighting 
apparatus and usually fire department personnel are 
housed; firehouse. 

fires-storm or fire storm (fi?r’st6rm/’) /‘fay®r,storm/ n. 
[count] 1. an enormous fire in which a rising column of 
air above the fire draws in strong winds often accompa- 
nied by rain. 2. an intense outburst: a firestorm of pro- 
test from the voters. 

fire’ tow/er, n. [conni] a tower, such as on a moun- 
tain, from which a watch for fires is kept. 

fire-trap (fi°r/trap’) /fay®r,trep/ n. [count] a building 
that is esp. dangerous in case of fire. 
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fire-wood (fi°r/wddd’) /'fay®r,wod/ n. [noncount]) wood 
suitable for fuel: stacked his firewood by the campsite. 

fireswork (fi°r/wirk’) /'fay®r,wark/ n. [cont] Often, 
fireworks. [plural] an explosive device for producing a 
display of light or a loud noise, used for signaling or as 
part of a celebration. 

fir/ing squad’, n. [cont] a detail of soldiers assigned 
to execute a condemned person by shooting. 

firm’ (firm) /fsrm/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
not soft or not giving in when pressed: a firm rnattress. 
2. securely in place: Put another nail to nake it firm. 3. 
not shaking or trembling; steady: a firm handshake. 4. 
not giving in to change or fluctuation; fixed; steadfast: a 
firm decision. 5. indicating firmness or determination: a 
firm expression on his face. —v. [no obj; ~(+ up)] 6. to 
become firm: The pudding firmed up in the freezer. 
—adv. 7. firmly: Prices held firm today on the stock mar- 
ket. —firm/ly, adv. —firm/ness, n. [noncount] 

firm? (farm) /farm/ n. [count] a commercial company; 
business: She started her own firm. 

firemasment (fûr/mə meant) /'farmomont/ n. [count 
usually singular: the + ~] the arch of heaven; sky. 

first (farst) /farst/ adj. 1. being before all others with re- 
spect to time, order, rank, importance, etc.: / was the 
first guest to arrive. 2. [before a noun] cow (def. 18): 
When we put the car in first gear it stalls. —adv. 3. be- 
fore all others or anything else in time, order, rank, etc.: 
We arrived first. 4. before some other thing, event, etc.: 
Clean up your room first. 5. for the first time: We first 
met in the library stacks. 6. in preference to something 
else; rather; sooner: I'd die first. —n. 7. [count; singular: 
the + ~] the person or thing that is first in time, order, 
rank, etc.: / was the first to arrive. 8. [noncount] the be- 
ginning: At first, we were nervous. 9. (count; usually sin- 
gular: a + ~] something that happens for the first time: 
It was a first for me. 10. [noncoint] low gear in an auto- 
motive vehicle: She shifted into first and drove off. 
—Idiom. 11. at first sight, at once; immediately: /t 
was love at first sight. 12. first off, at the outset; imme- 
diately: First off, why are you here? 13. first thing, be- 
fore anything else: We caught the train first thing in the 
morning. 

first’ aid’, n. (noncoint] emergency treatment given to 
the sick or injured. —first/-aid’, adj. [before a noun): a 
first-aid worker. 

first-born (fûrst/bôrn/) /'farst'born/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. first in the order of birth; eldest: the first-born son. 
—n. (count; singular; the + ~) 2. a firstborn child. 

first’ class’, n. [noncoint] 1. the best, finest, or high- 
est class, grade, or rank. 2. a class of mail consisting of 
materials, as letters, sealed against inspection. —first/- 
class’, adj., adv. 

first-hand or first-hand (furst/hand’) /'farst,hand/ 
adv. 1. from the source; directly: / learned firsthand not 
to disagree. —adj. [before a nonn] 2. direct from the 
source: firsthand knowledge. 

first’ la/dy, n. [count] 1. (often: First Lady] the wife of 
the president of the U.S. or of the governor of a state: 
The two First Ladies posed under flags of their states. 2. 
the foremost woman in any art, profession, or the like: 
the first lady of the women’s movernent. 

first’ per’son, n. [connt; singular; usually: the + ~ 
the form of a pronoun or verb that refers to the speaker, 
such as /, we, or am. 

first’/-rate’, adj. 1. excellent; superb; of the highest 
rank, quality, or class: a first-rate job. —adv. 2. very well: 
You did first-rate on the exam. 

first/-string’, adj. composed of regular members, par- 
ticipants, etc.: a first-string team. —first/-string/er, n. 
[count] 

firth (firth) /fsr0/ n. [count] an indentation of the sea- 
coast. 

fisecal (fis’kal) /‘fiskal/ adj. [before a nonn] of or relat- 
ing to the public treasury or to financial matters in gen- 
eral: fiscal policies. —fis/cal-ly, adv. 

fish (fish) /fif/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of as a group) 
fish, (esp. for kinds or species) fish-es, v. —n. 1. [count] 
a cold-blooded animal living in water, having gills, fins, 
and usually a long body covered with scales. 2. [non- 
count] the flesh of a fish used as food: a recipe for fish 
with potatoes. —v. 3. to go fishing (for): [~ + obj]: to 
fish tront. [no obj): | was fishing all day. [~ + for + obj): 
fishing for salmon. 4. [~ + obj (+ out of + obj)] to 
draw or pull out as if fishing: He fished a coin ont of his 
pocket. 5.[~ + for + obj] to seek to obtain something 
indirectly: fishing for a compliment. ——Idiom. 6. fish 
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out of water, a person who feels out of place: felt like a 
fish out of water in the big city. 

fish’ cake’, n. [count] a fried patty of shredded fish, 
esp. salt codfish, and mashed potato. 

fish-er (fish’ar) /‘fifar/ n. [count] 1. a fisherman. 2. a 
dark-furred North American marten. 

fish-ereman (fish’ar man) /'fiformon/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. a person who fishes for profit or pleasure. 

fish-er-y (fish’a rē) /‘fiforiy/ n. [count], pl. -er-ies. 1. a 
place where fish are grown. 2. a place where fish or 
shellfish are caught. 

fish-ing (fish’ing) /‘fifin/ n. [noncount) the technique, 
occupation, or sport of catching fish: to go fishing. 

fish’ing rod’, n. [count] a long, slender, flexible rod for 
use with a reel and line in catching fish. 

fish’ sto’ry, n. [count] a story that is difficult or impos- 
sible to believe. 

fish-wife (fish’wif’) /'fif,wayf/ n. [count], pl -wives. 1. 
a woman who sells fish. 2. a coarse-mannered, loud 
woman. 

fishey (fish7é) /‘fifiy/ adj., -iver, -irest. 1. like a fish, esp. 
in smell or taste: a fishy odor. 2. of questionable charac- 
ter; dubious; suspicious: That excuse sounds fishy. 

fis-sion (fish’an) /‘fifan/ n. [poncount} 1. the splitting of 
the nucleus of an atom into nuclei of lighter atoms, ac- 
companied by the release of energy. 2. the division of a 
biological organism into new organisms as a process of 
reproduction. 

fisssure (fish’ar) /‘fifor/ n. [count] a narrow opening, di- 
vision, or groove: a fissure in the earth. 

fist (fist) /fist/ n. [count] the hand closed tightly with the 
fingers doubled into the palm. 

fist-ful (fist/fool) /‘fistful/ n. (count), pl. -fuls. a handful. 

fisticuffs (fis’ti kufs’) /‘fisti,kafs/ n. [poncount] com- 
bat with the fists. 

fit’ (fit) /fit/ adj., fitter, fittest, v., fitted or fit, fit- 
ting, n. —adj. 1. [be + ~] adapted or suited; suitable; 
appropriate: [~ + for}: The stormy night was not fit for 
man or beast. [~ + for + verb-ing]: This water isn't fit 
for drinking. [~ + to + verb): water not fit to drink. 2. 
proper or becoming: fit behavior. 3. prepared or ready: 
crops fit for gathering. 4. in good physical condition; in 
good health: She looked fit and trim. —v. 5. to be 
adapted to or suitable for (a purpose, object, occasion, 
etc.): [no Obj]: The house fits nicely in that wooded area. 
[~ + obj}: Does a hunch at noontime fit your schedule? 
6. [~ + obj] to be proper or becoming for: Let the pun- 
ishment fit the crime. 7. to be of the right size or shape 
(for): [~ + obj]: The dress fitted her perfectly. [no obj): 
Nothing she tried on would fit. 8. [~ + obj] to make 
(something) be of the right size or shape: The tailor fitted 
the tuxedo on him. 9. [~ + obj] to make conform; ad- 
just: The jeweler fitted the ring to her finger. 10. [~ + 
obj] to prepare; make ready: qualities that fit him for 
leadership. 11. [~ + obj] to put with precise placement 
or adjustment: / fitted the key into the lock. Y2 sa 
obj] to furnish; equip: The car is fitted with air bags. 13. 
fit out or up, [~ + ontup + obj) to furnish with the 
necessary supplies; equip: They fitted out an expedition. 
—n. [count] 14. the manner, fact, or condition of fitting 
or of being fitted: The fit on the tuxedo was perfect. The 
coat is a poor fit. —Idiom. 15. fit to be tied, ex- 
tremely annoyed or angry. —fit/ly, adv. —fit/ness, n. 
(noncount |] —fit/ter, n. Lconnt) 

fit? (fit) /fit/ n. [connt) 1. a sudden acute attack of a dis- 
ease, esp. one with convulsions or unconsciousness: a ft 
of epilepsy. 2. an onset or period of emotion, inclination, 
activity, etc.: a fit of weeping. —-Idiom. 3. by or in fits 
and starts, at irregular periods; starting and stopping; 
intermittently: We worked in fits and starts. 4. throw a 
fit, to become extremely excited or angry. 

fit-ful (fit7fal) /‘futfal/ adj. having an irregular pattern of 
activity; spasmodic: fitful steep. —fit’fulely, adv. 

fit-ting (fit’ing) /‘fitin/ adj. 1. suitable or appropriate; 
proper or becoming: a fitting role in the new company. 
—n. [count} 2. an act or instance of trying on clothes that 
are being made or altered: Suits are made to order with 
only a few fittings. 3. a part needed to connect other 
parts: the various fittings needed to install an air condi- 
tioner. — fit/ting-ly, adv. 

five (fiv) /fayv/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, four 
plus one. 2. a symbol for this number, as 5 or V. 3. a 
five-dollar bill. —adj. [before a noun) 4. amounting to 
five in number. 

fix (fiks) /fiks/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to repair; mend: If it’s not 
broken, don't try to fix it. 2. [~ + obj] to put in order; 
adjust or arrange: She fixed her hair in braids. 3. [~ + 
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obj] to make fast, firm, or stable: She fixed a poster on 
the wall. 4. [~ + obj] to settle definitely; determine: We 
wanted to fix the price at $500. 5. [~ + obj + on + obj) 
to direct steadily: His eyes fixed themselves on the dis- 
tant ship. 6. [~ + obj] to make set or rigid; to put into 
permanent form: What should we add to fix the cement? 
7.[~ + obj + on + obj) to put or place (responsibility, 
blame, etc.) on a person: fixed the blame for the fire on 
the prowler. 8. [~ + obj] to assign or refer to: fo fix a 
time for the meeting. 9. [~ + obj] to arrange or influ- 
ence the outcome or action of, esp. dishonestly: fo fix a 
game. 10. to get (a meal) ready; prepare (food): [~ + 
obj): to fix dinner. [~ + obj + obj): [H fix you a drink. 
11. [~ + obj] to get even with: /# fix you if you dont 
keep your promise. 12. [~ + obj] to castrate or spay: 
The cat will have to be fixed so that it won't have kittens. 
13. [be + ~-ing + to + verb] Chiefly Southern U.S. to 
prepare; plan: / was just fixing to call you. 14. fix on or 
upon, [~ + on + obj] to decide on; determine: We 
hadn't fixed on a date yet. 15. fix up, a. to make 
arrangements for: [~ + obj + up]: We fixed him up to 
stay at a hotel. b. to provide with an introduction to 
someone for a date: [~ + obj + up]: I tried to fix him 
up with my cousin. [~ + up + obj): fixed up several of 
the guys with dates. c. [~ + up + obj) to mend or re- 
solve: Let's fix up our differences. —n. [count] 16. a po- 
sition from which it is difficult to escape; predicament: 
Fm in a bad fix. 17. a repair, adjustment, or solution, 
usually of an immediate nature: a quick fix. 18. a 
charted position of a vessel or aircraft, determined by ra- 
dar, or by taking bearings: got a fix on the enemy vessel. 
19. Slang. an injection of heroin or other narcotic. 

-fix-, root. -fix- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fastened; put; placed.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: AFFIX, FIXATION, INFIX, PREFIX, SUFFIX. 

fix-ate (fik/sat) /'fikseyt/ v. [~ + on + obj), -at-ed, -at- 
ing. to have a preoccupation with: He has been fixating 
on becoming rich. —fix/at-ed, adj. 

fixea-tion (fik sa’shan) /fik'seyfan/ n. [count] a preoc- 
cupation with one subject; obsession: has a fixation 
about becoming fat. See -FIx-. 

fixed (fikst) /fikst/ adj. 1. attached or placed so as to be 
firm and immovable; stationary: fixed fortifications. 2. 
[before a noun) set or intent upon something; steadily 
directed: a fixed stare, 3. not fluctuating or varying: fixed 
income. 4. having the outcome arranged dishonestly in 
advance: a fixed race. —fix-edely (fik’sid le, fikst/le) 
/fiksidliy, 'fikstliy/ adv.: I stared fixedly into the fire. 

fix-ings (fik’singz) /‘fiksinz/ n. [plural] Informal. the 
necessary ingredients; the items to accompany some- 
thing: a turkey dinner with all the fixings. 

fixeiety (fik’si tē) /'fiksitiy/ n. [nonconnt] the state or 
quality of being fixed; stability; permanence. 

fix-ture (fiks’char) /‘fikstfar/ n. (count) 1. something 
securely attached or appended, such as to a wall: a light 
fixture. 2. a person or thing long established in the same 
place or position: She was a fixture at the license bureair 
for many years. 

fizz (fiz) /fiz/ v. [no obj] 1. to make a hissing or sputter- 
ing sound: The soda fizzed in the glass. —n. [noncount] 
2. a fizzing sound. 

fizezle (fiz7al) /‘fizol/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [no obj) 1. 
to make a hissing or sputtering sound: The wet match 
fizzled for a moment before expiring. 2. [~ (+ out)] to 
fail or expire feebly after a good start: The enthusiasm 
soon fizzled (out). —n. [count] 3. an instance of fizzling: 
The hot coals made a fizzle as they hit the water. 4. a 
failure; fiasco: The play was a fizzle. 

fjord or fiord (fyord, fyōrd) /fyord, fyowrd/ n. [count] a 
long narrow branch of the sea bordered by steep cliffs. 

FL, an abbreviation of: Florida. 

fl., an abbreviation of: 1. floor. 2. fluid. 

Fla., an abbreviation of: Florida. 

flab (flab) /fleb/ n. [poncount] loose, excessive flesh. 

flab-ber-gast (flab’ar gast’) /'flæbər,gæst/ v. [~ + obj] 
to overcome with surprise and bewilderment; astound: 
The news of his promotion flabbergasted nie. 

(lab7é) /'flubiy/ adj., -bieer, -bieest. lacking 
firmness or tone; flaccid: flabby nurscles. — flab/bi-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

flacecid (faksid, flas’id) /'flæksid, 'fleesid/ adj. 1. soft 
and limp: flaccid skin. 2. weak: a flaccid defense. 

flack (flak) /fliek/ n. Stang. 1. [cont] PRESS AGENT. 2. 
[noncount) FLAK. 

flag! (flag) /flivg/ n., v, flagged, flag-ging. —n. [count] 
1. a usually rectangular piece of cloth marked with dis- 
tinctive colors or designs and used as a symbol, as of a 


287 


nation, or as a means of signaling: The American flag 
has both stars and stripes. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to signal or 
warn with or as if with a flag: [~ (+ down) + obj]: to flag 
(down) a taxi. [~ + obj (+ down)): to flag a taxi (down). 
3. to mark (a page, fite, card, etc.) for attention, as by at- 
taching protruding tabs: / flagged the section of the pa- 
per I thought you should read. 

flag’ (flag) /flag/ v. [no obj], flagged, flag-ging. to fatl 
off in vigor, energy or interest; droop: Attendance flagged 
after the team fost. 

flag-el-late (faja lat’) /‘flad3a,leyt/ v. [~ + obj, 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to punish with or as if with a whip: flag- 
eHating his opponent. —flag-el-la-tion (flaj’a la’shan) 
/ fladza'leyfon/ n. (noncount] 

flag-on (flag’an) /‘flegon/ n. (count) a container for 
holding liquids, esp. one with a handle, a spout, and a 
cover. 

flag-pole (flag/pol’) /‘fleg,powl/ n. [count 1. a staff or 
pole on which a flag is displayed. —-Idiom. 2. run 
(something) up the flagpole, [run + obj + up + the 
+ ~] to announce (a proposal or idea) as a test to gauge 
reactions: Lets run the plan up the flagpole and see if 
the boss likes it. 

fla-grant (fla’grant) /‘fleygrant/ adj. [before a noun) 
shockingly noticeable or evident; obvious; glaring: a fla- 
grant error. —fla’grantely, adv. 

fla-gran-te de-lic-to (fla gran/té di lik/td) /flə'græntiy 
di'liktow/ adv. in the very act of committing an offense. 

flag-ship (flag’ship’) /‘fleg,fip/ n. [count] 1. a ship car- 
rying the commander of a fleet, squadron, or the like. 2. 
the best or most important one of a group or system: 
The largest store is the flagship of the chain. 

flag-stone (flag’ston’) /'fleg,stown/ n. [count] a flat 
stone slab used esp. for paving. 

flail (fal) /fleyl/ n. [count] 1. an instrument for threshing 
grain by hand. —v. 2. to beat or swing as if with a flail: 
[no obj}: The baby’s arms were flailing about. [~ + obj]: 
The baby flailed his arms around. Her arms failed the 
water. 

flair (fâr) /fleər/ n. 1. [count] a natural talent or ability; 
knack: a flair for comedy. 2. (noncount] a sense of style: 
She dresses with flair. 

flak or flack (flak) /flæk/ n. [moncount] 1. antiaircraft 
fire. 2. strong criticism or opposition: The candidate took 
a lot of flak from the press. 

flake (flak) /fleyk/ n., v., flaked, flak-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
a small, flat, thin piece: a few flakes of snow. 2. Slang. 
an eccentric person; screwball. —v. [no obj] 3. to peet 
off, fall in, or form into flakes: Cook until the fish flakes 
easily with a fork. —flak/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

flam-bé (flam ba’) /flam'bey/ adj., v., -béed, -bé-ing. 
—adj. 1. (of food) served in flaming tiquor. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to pour tiquor over and ignite: The waiter flain- 
béed the dessert and brought it flaming to the table. 

flam-boy-ant (fam boi/ant) /flam'boyant/ adj. strik- 
ingly bold or brilliant; showy: flamboyant clothes; flam- 
boyant behavior. —flam-eboy/’ance, n. (noncount) 
—flam-boy/ant-ly, adv. 

flame (flam) /fleym/ n., v., flamed, flam-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a portion of burning gas or vapor: the flame of 
a match. 2. Often, flames. [p/ura/] the state or condition 
of blazing combustion: a house in flames. 3. intense ar- 
dor, zeal, or passion: The flame of ambition. 4. sweet- 
heart: an old flame of mine from high school —v. [no 
obj] 5. to burn with or burst into flames: The gasoline 
flamed suddenly. 6. to glow like flame: My face flamed 
scarlet. 

flasmen-co (fla meng’ko) /fla'menkow/ n. [noncount), 
pl. -cos. a Spanish dance marked by vigorous hand- 
clapping and stamping of the feet. 

flame-throw-er  (flam/thrd’ar) = /'fleym,8rowar/ n. 
[count] a device that sprays ignited fuel for some dis- 
tance. 

flam-eing (fla’”ming) /‘fleymin/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
burning; fiery: flaming wreckage. 2. violent; intense: a 
flaming rage. 

flaeminego (fla ming’gd) /fla'mingow/ n. [count], pl. 
-g0S, -goes. a wading bird having webbed feet, a bill 
bent downward at the tip, and pinkish to scarlet feathers. 

flam-ma-ble (flam/a bal) /'flamabal/ adj. easily set on 
fire; combustible: flarnmable rags. —flam-ma-bil-i-ty 
(flam/a bili tē) /,flamoa'bilitiy/ n. (noncount] Usage. 
See INFLAMMABLE. 

flange (flanj) /fland3/ n. [count] a projecting rim, collar, 
or ridge such as on a Shaft, pipe, machine housing, etc., 
to give strength or support: The flange of a train wheel 
keeps the wheel on the track. 


flag to flashcard 


flank (flangk) /flienk/ n. [count] 1. a side, esp. the side 
of an animal or a person between the ribs and hip. 2. a 
cut of meat from the flank of an animat. 3. the extreme 
right or left side of a military formation: reinforced the 
left flank with more troops. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to stand or 
be placed at the flank or side of: Two policemen flanked 
the mayor. 5. to pass around the flank of: flanked his 
opponent's army and cut them off. 

flan-nel (flan/l) /‘flanl/ n. 1. [noncount) a warm, soft, 
napped fabric of wool or cotton. 2. flannels, [phiral] a 
garment, esp. trousers, made of flannel. 

flan-nel-et or flan-nel-ette (flan’| et’) /flanl'et/ n. 
[noncount] a warm soft cotton fabric. 

flap (flap) /flep/ v., flapped, flap-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) swing back and forth loosely: [no obj]: A loose 
Shutter Napped noisily. [~ + obj]: The wind flapped the 
loose shutter. 2. to (cause to) move up and down, such 
as wings or arms: [no Obj]: The great bird's wings 
flapped. [~ + obj]: It flapped its wings once. —n. 
[count] 3. something flat and broad that is attached at 
one side only and hangs loosely or covers an opening: 
the flap on a jacket pocket. 4. a flapping motion or 
sound: the flap of wings. 5. Informal. a state of excite- 
ment: The town was in a flap over the scandals. 

flap-jack (flap’jak’) /‘flep,d3ek/ n. [count] griddlecake; 
pancake. 

flap-per (flapfar) /‘flepar/ n. [count] 1. something 
broad and flat used for striking or for making a noise by 
striking. 2. a young woman who went against conven- 
tionat behavior in the 1920's. 

flare (fâr) /flear/ v., flared, flaring, n. —v. [no obj] 1. 
{[~ (+ up)] to blaze with a burst of flame: The fire flared 
(up) suddenly. 2. to burn unsteadily: candles flaring in 
the wind. 3. [~ (+ up/out)] to burst out in sudden, fierce 
activity or emotion: Tempers flared (up). 4. [~ (+ ont)] 
to spread gradually outward: bell-bottomed trousers that 
flare (out) at the ankles. —n. 5. [noncount) a flaring or 
swaying flame or light. 6. [moncount] a sudden blaze or 
burst of flame. 7. a. [noncount] a blaze of fire or light 
used as a Signal or for illumination. b. [count] a device 
or substance producing such a blaze: The ship sent up 
warning flares. 8. [count] an outward curve or spread: 
the flare of a skirt. 

flare-up (flar/up’) /'flear,ap/ n. [count] 1. a sudden flar- 
ing up of flame or light. 2. a sudden outbreak: a flareup 
of measles in the countryside. 

flash (flash) /flef/ n. [count] 1. a brief, sudden burst of 
bright light or flame: a flash of lightning. 2. a sudden, 
brief outburst or display: a fash of humor; a flash of an- 
ger. 3. a very brief moment; instant: Quick as a fash, 
She was gone. 4. a sudden thought, insight, or vision: a 
flash of inspiration. 5. a brief dispatch giving preliminary 
news of an important story: a news flash from election 
headquarters. 6. FLASHLIGHT. 7. a. bright artificial light 
thrown briefly upon a subject during a photographic ex- 
posure. b. the bulb or mechanism producing such light. 
—yv. 8. to (cause to) break forth into sudden flame or 
light, esp. briefly or irregularly: [70 Obj]: The light on the 
police car was flashing. [~ + obj]: The police car flashed 
its lights. 9. [no obj] to gleam: The cat's eyes flashed in 
the darkness. 10. [~ + obj} to send forth like a flash: 
She flashed a dazzling smile. 11. [no obj} to appear sud- 
denly: The answer flashed into his mind. 12. [~ + obj] 
to send a message quickly by electronic means: The re- 
porters flashed the story to the Studio in New York. 13. 
(~ + obj] to display briefly: She flashed her ID card at 
the guard. —adj. 14. [before a noun) sudden and brief: a 
flash fire; a flash flood. —Idiom. 15. flash in the pan, 
[count] a. a brief, intense, but pointless effort that pro- 
duces small and meaningless results: The plan was no 
more than a flash in the pan. b. one whose promise or 
success is temporary: another politician who is just a 
flash in the pan. 

flash-back (flash/bak’) /'flæfibæk/ n. 1. a. [noncount) a 
technique in literature or film in which an earlier event is 
depicted after the time it actually occurred. b. [count] the 
scene so shown: /n a flashback we sce her remembering 
that summer at the beach. 2. [count] a vivid recollection 
of a past event: a sudden flashback of the accident. 

flash-bulb or flash bulb (flash/bulb’) /'flæf,balb/ n. 
[count] a glass bulb, fitled with oxygen and wire or foil, 
that when electrically ignited provides light for a photo- 
graphic subject. 

flashecard or flash card (flash’kard’) /‘flef,kard/ n. 
[count] a card bearing words, numerals, etc., displayed 
briefly to a student as a learning aid. 


flasher to fleece 


flash-er (flash’or) /'flwfar/ n. [count] a device that 
causes lights on a vehicle to flash, esp. as a warning. 

flashegun (flash’gun’) /‘flef,gan/ n. [count] a device 
that discharges a flashbulb and operates a camera shut- 
ter at the same time. 

flash-ing (flashing) /‘flafin/ n. [noncount] pieces of 
sheet metal or the like used to seal joints and angles, as 
on a roof. 

flash-light (flash/lit’) /'flafjlayt/ n. [count] Also called, 
esp. Brit., torch. a small portable electric lamp powered 
by dry batteries. 

flash’ point’ or flash’point’, n. (count) 1. the lowest 
temperature at which a liquid will give off sufficient vapor 
to ignite when a flame is applied to it. 2. a point at which 
a situation can flare up: at a flashpoint in the budget cri- 
Sis. 

flash-y (flash’é) /'flæfiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. briefly and 
superficially brilliant: a flashy performance. 2. overly 
showy and tasteless: flashy clothes. 

flask (flask) /flesk/ n. [count] 1. a bottle, usually of 
glass, having a rounded body and a narrow neck. 2. a 
flat metal or glass bottle for carrying in the pocket. 

flat’ (flat) /flt/ adj., flat-ter, flat-test, adv., n. —adj. 1. 
horizontally level: flat, white roofs on the houses of the 
Greek town. 2. level, even, or smooth in surface, such as 
land or tabletops: the flat prairie. 3. lying horizontally 
and at full length: flat on the floor. 4. not deep, high, or 
thick: stacks of flat boxes at the pizzeria. 5. spread out, 
as an unrolled map or the open hand: The map was flat 
on the table. 6. with the air out; deflated; collapsed: a 
flat tire. 7. (before a noun) absolute; downright; com- 
plete; definite: issued a flat denial of the charges. 8. [be- 
fore a noun) without the possibility of change or varia- 
tion; fixed: The hotel charged a flat rate. 9. lacking 
vitality or animation: a flat play. 10. (of a carbonated 
beverage) having lost its bubbles: The soda is flat. 11. 
pointless, as a remark or joke: a flat joke. 12. (of paint) 
without gloss; not shiny; matte. 13. lacking variation in 
pitch; monotonous: answered in a flat, bored voice. 14. 
a. (after a letter indicating tone] (of a tone) lowered a half 
step in pitch: B flat. b. below an intended pitch, such as 
a note; too low (opposed to sharp): The chorus was a lit- 
tle flat on that last song. —adv. 15. in a flat position; 
horizontally; levelly: The trees had been laid flat by the 
hurricane. 16. completely; utterly: flat broke until pay- 
day. 17. [after a measurement of time] exactly; precisely: 
I got there in two mimutes flat. 18. below the true pitch: 
to sing flat. —n. [count] 19. a woman's shoe with a very 
low heel or no heel. 20. a flat surface, side, or part of 
anything: She held the stone in the flat of her hand. 21. 
flat or level ground: salt flats. 22. a. (in musical notation) 
the character b, which indicates that the pitch of a note is 
lowered by one half step. b. a tone that is one half step 
below another. 23. an automobile tire that has lost the 
air. —Idiom. 24. fall flat, [no obj] to fail completely 
and noticeably: an attempt at Immor that fell flat. 25. 
flat out, /nformal. a. without hesitation; directly or 
openly: The spy told us flat out he had been a double 
agent. b. at full speed or with maximum effort: We drove 
flat out to get there by afternoon. —flat/ly, adv. —flat’- 
ness, n. (nonconnt] 


flat? (flat) /fluwt/ n. [count] a residential apartment: 
rented a flat in the city. 
-flat-, root. -flat- comes from Latin, where it has the 


meaning “blow; wind.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DEFLATE, INFLATE. 

flat-bed (flat/bed’) /'flat,bed/ n. [cont] a truck or 
trailer having a body in the form of an open platform. 

flat-boat (flat’bot’) /'flat,bowt/ n. [count] a large, flat- 
bottomed boat for use in shallow water, esp. on rivers. 

flat-car (fat/kär/) /'flæt,kar/ n. [count] a railroad car 
made up of a platform without sides or top. 

flat-fish (flat/fish’) flætt fif n, pl (esp. when thought 
of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) -fish-es. 
any of various fishes, such as the flounders, that have as 
adults a greatly flattened body with both eyes on the up- 
per side. 

flat-foot (flat/foot’ or, for 1, -foot’) /flwt,fot or, for H, 
-'fol n., pl. -teet for 1, -foots for 2. 1. a. [nonconnt] a 
condition in which the arch of the foot is flattened so that 
the entire sole rests upon the ground. b. [count] Also, 
flat’ foot’. a foot with such an arch. 2. [connut] Slang. a 
police officer. 

flat-footed (flat/foot/id) /'flæt fotid/ adj. 1. affected 
with flatfoot. 2. firm; explicit: definite: a fatfooted denial. 
—Idiom. 3. catch (someone) flatfooted, catch some- 
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one unprepared or by surprise: This latest scandal caught 
him flatfooted. 

flat-ierron (flat/iarn) /flat,ayarn/ n. (count) an iron for 
pressing clothes. 

flat/-out’, adj. Informal. 1. using full speed or all of 
one’s resources: a flat-out effort. 2. complete: a flat-out 
forgery. See FLAT ouT under flat’. 

flatten (flat/n) /'fltn/ v. 1. to (cause to) become flat: 
(= (8 onl + obj): Flaten (out) the pizza dough with 
your hands. [~ (+ ont)): They flattened (out) against the 
wall and strained to see who was coming. 2. [~ + obj) 
to knock down: The bulidozer flattened the barn. 

flat-ter (flat/or) /'flætər/ v. 1. to praise or compliment 
insincerely or excessively: [~ + obj]: He always flatters 
her by constantly praising her looks. 2. [~ + obj; usu- 
ally: be + ~-ed] to please or gratify by compliments or 
attentions: / was flattered by the invitation. 3. [~ + obj) 
to represent or show favorably, esp. too favorably: The 
portrait flatters her. 4. [~ + oneself + that clause] to 
feel satisfaction with (oneself), sometimes mistakenly: He 
flattered himself that the speech had gone well. —flat/- 
tereing, adj. 

flat-ter-y (flat’a rē) /flatariy/ n. [moncount] 1. the act 
of flattering. 2. excessive or insincere praise. 

flat-top (flat/top’) /‘flat,top/ n. [count] 1. Informal. an 
aircraft carrier. 2. a crew cut in which the hair is cut flat 
across the top. 

flaunt (font) /flont/ v. [~ + obj] to show or display too 
much: to flaunt her wealth by wearing flashy diamonds. 

flau-tist (f6/tist, flou’-) /'flotist, ‘flaw-/ n. FLUTIST. 

flaevor (fla/var) /‘fleyvar/ n. 1. taste, esp. the distinctive 
taste of something in the mouth: [comnt): The shop sells 
ice cream in eight flavors. [noncount): This stew has no 
flavor. 2. [noncount] the characteristic quality of a thing: 
capturing the true flavor of your experience in the jungle. 
3. [count] a particular quality that one notices in a thing: 
language having a strong nautical flavor. —v. [~ + obj] 
4. to give flavor to (something): flavored the icing with 
vanilla. Also, esp. Brit, flavour. —fla/vor-ful, adj. 
—fla’vor-less, adj. 

fla-vor-ing (fla/var ing) /'fleyvorin/ n. [noncount) a sub- 
stance used to give a particular flavor to food or drink. 

flaw (fô) /flo/ n. [count] 1. a feature that causes an im- 
perfection in something; defect; blemish: a flaw in the 
diamond. 2. an undesirable quality in character or per- 
sonality: a serious character flaw. —flawed, adj. 
—flaw/less, adj. —flaw/less-ly, adv. 

flax (faks) /fleks/ n. [nonconnt]) 1. a plant with blue 
flowers that is cultivated for its fiber, used for making 
linen yarn. 2. the fiber of this plant. 

flax-en (flak’san) /'flaksan/ adj. 1. made of or resem- 
bling flax. 2. pale yellow in color: flaxen hair. 

flay (fla) /fley/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to strip off the skin or 
outer covering of, such as by whipping: flayed the prison- 
ers with whips. 2. to criticize or scold harshly: The critics 
flayed the movie. 

flea (fē) /fliy/ n. [count] a small, wingless, bloodsucking 
insect, noted for its ability to leap. 

flea-bag (flé/bag’) /'fliy bag/ n. [count] Slang. a cheap, 
run-down hotel or rooming house. 

flea’ mar/ket, sı. [count] a market, often outdoors, 
with a number of stalls selling old or used articles. 

fleck (fek) /flek/ n. [count] 1. a speck; a small bit: a 
fleck of dirt. 2. a spot or small patch of color, light, etc.: 
A few flecks of snow. —v. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed] 
3. to mark with flecks; spot: The leaves were flecked with 
sunlight. 

-flect-, root. -flect- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “bend.” It is related to -FLex-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: DEFLECT, GENUFLECT, INFLECT, RE- 
FLECT. 

fledg-ling (flej/ling) /‘fled3lin/ n. [count] 1. a young bird 
that has recently grown its feathers. 2. an inexperienced 
person; beginner. —adj. [before a noun] 3. new; inexpe- 
rienced: a fledgling pilot; a fledgling business. Also, esp. 
Brit., fledge/ling. 

flee (fē) /fliy/ v., fled (fled) /fled/ flee-ing. to run away 
(from), as from danger or pursuers; take flight (from); es- 
cape: [no obj]: They fled by jumping on a boat. [~ + 
from + obj): They fled from their home. [~ + to + obj): 
tried to flee to a safe country. [~ + obj]: They fled the 
country. 

fleece (flés) /fliys/ n., v, fleeced, fleec-ing. —n. 1. 
[noncomnt] the coat of wool that covers a sheep or a 
similar animal. 2. [count] a piece of wool shorn from a 
sheep. —v. [~ + obj (+ of] 3. to take money or 
belongings by dishonesty, fraud, or deception; swindle: 
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The con artists fleeced the elderly couple of their savings. 
—fleec’y, adj., -irer, -i-est: a blue sky with white, fleecy 
clouds. 

fleet’ (flét) /fliyt/ m. [count] 1. a unit of naval ships 
grouped under one commander: the Pacific fleet. 2. all 
the naval ships of a nation; navy: the American fleet. 3. a 
group of vehicles under one management: a fleet of 
cabs. 

fleet? (flét) /fliyt/ adj., -er, -est. swift: rapid: a fleet 
horse. —fleet/ness, n. (noncount] 

fleet-ing (fe/ting) /‘fliytin/ adj. passing swiftly; vanish- 
ing quickly: a fleeting glance. —fleet’ing-ly, adv. 

flesh (flesh) /flef/ n. [noncount] 1. the soft substance of 
an animal body between the skin and the skeleton, esp. 
muscular tissue. 2. this substance used as an article of 
food, usually excluding fish and sometimes fowl; meat. 
3. [the + ~] the body, esp. as distinguished from the 
spirit or soul: The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. 4. 
humankind: She said that to die was the way of at flesh. 
5. the soft, pulpy portion of a fruit or vegetable: the flesh 
of the peach. —v. 6. flesh out, a. to give dimension or 
substance to; develop: [~ + ont + obj]: Flesh out your 
essay with more details. [~ + obj + out): to flesh the 
essay Out. b. [no obj] to become more fleshy or substan- 
tial: He had fleshed out considerably over the years. 
—Idiom. 7. in the flesh, present and alive before one’s 
eyes; in person: She is even more beautiful in the flesh. 
8. press the flesh, /nformal. to shake hands, as with 
voters during a political campaign. 

flesh’ and blood’, n. [noncount) 1. [one’s + ~ close 
relatives: my own flesh and blood. 2. the human body or 
nature: more than flesh and blood can endure. 3. sub- 
stance: The concept lacks flesh and blood. 

fleshely (fleshlé) /'flefliy/ adj., -li-er, -licest. of or relat- 
ing to the flesh or body, esp. to sensual or sexual as- 
pects. 

flesh-pot (flesh’pot’) /‘flef,pot/ n. [count] a place offer- 
ing luxurious and unrestrained pleasure or amusement. 

flesh-y (flesh’é) /'flefiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. having 
much flesh; plump; fat: fleshy cheeks. 2. pulpy, as a 
fruit, or thick and tender, as a succulent leaf: fleshy fruit. 

fleur-de-lis also fleur-de-lys (ftir/dl ē/, -dl és’, fd6r/-) 
/flardl'iy, -dl'iys, ,flur-/ n. [count], pl. fleurs-de-lis or 
fleurs-de-lys (-dl €z/) /-dl'iyz/. a representation of an 
iris with three petals tied by a band, used as a design or 
symbol. 

flew (N66) /fluw/ v. a pt. of fly’. 

flex (feks) /fleks/ v. 1. to bend, as a part of the body: [~ 
+ obj): | needed to flex my legs afler the long drive. [no 
obj): My fingers wouldri't flex. 2. [~ + obj] to tighten (a 
muscle) by contraction: He flexed his biceps. See -FLEX-. 

-flex-, root. -flex- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “bend.” It is related to -FLect-. This meaning is 
found in such words as: CIRCUMFLEX, FLEX, FLEXIBLE, RE- 
FLEX, REFLEXIVE. 

flex-i-ble (flek’sa bal) /'fleksabal/ adj. 1. capable of be- 
ing bent without breaking: That hose is flexible. 2. that 
can be changed; adaptable: a flexible schedule. 3. willing 
to give in; accommodating: a flexible personality. —flex- 
ibility (Nlek’sa bii tē) /flekso'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 
See -FLEX-. 

flex-time (fleks’tim’) /'fleksjtaym/ also flex-ietime 
(flek/si-) /'flekst-/ n. [Noncount] a system that allows an 
employee to choose the hours for starting and leaving 
work. 

flib-ber-ti-gib-bet (fib’or tē jib/it) /‘flibartiy,d3ibit/ n. 
[court] a flighty, silly person. 

flick’ (Nik) /flik/ n. [count] 1. a sudden light blow or tap, 
such as with a whip or the finger. 2. the sound made by 
such a blow or tap. 3. a light and rapid movement: a 
flick of the wrist. —v. 4. [~ + (away +) obj] to strike, re- 
move, propel, Or operate with a sudden light, smart 
stroke: flicked the horse with a whip; to flick (away) a 
crumb. 5. [~ + obj] to cause to move rapidly, suddenly, 
or jerkily: a bird flicking its tail. 6. [~ + through + obj] 
to turn pages rapidly or idly: to flick through a magazine. 

flick? (flik) /flik/ 7. [count] Slang. a movie. 

flick-er' (fik/ar) /‘flikor/ v. [no obj] 1. to burn unstead- 
ily; shine with a wavering light: The candle flickered in 
the wind. 2. to flutter: Her eyelids flickered. 3. to appear 
quickly and briefly: A smile flickered on Ims face. —n. 
[count] 4. an unsteady flame or light. 5. a flickering 
movement. 6. a brief appearance or feeling: saw a flicker 
of interest in her eyes. 

flick-er? (flik’ar) /‘flikar/ n. [count] a North American 
woodpecker having yellow or red underwings. 

flied (fid) /flayd/ v. a pt. and pp. of FLY’. 
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flier or fly-er (flifar) /‘flayar/ n. [count] 1. a person, 
animal, or thing that flies. 2. an aviator or pilot. 3. a 
small piece of paper with a message or information on it, 
handed out or attached to a noticeboard. 

flight’ (Nit) /flayt/ m. 1. [noncount] the act, manner, or 
power of flying. 2. [count] the distance covered or the 
course takén by a flying object: a 500-mile flight. 3. 
[count] a trip by or in an airplane, esp. a scheduled trip 
on an airline: / had a long, rough flight. 4. [count] a 
number of beings or things flying or passing through the 
air together: a flight of geese. 5. [count] a journey into 
or through outer space: a space flight. 6. [count] swift 
movement, transition, or progression: the flight of time. 
7. [count] an act of going beyond the ordinary bounds of 
the mind: a flight of the imagination. 8. [count] a series 
of steps, as between one floor or landing of a building 
and the next: a flight of stairs. 

flight? (fit) /flayt/ n. [count] 1. an act or instance of 
fleeing or running away: flight from persecution. 
—Idiom. 2. take flight, [no obj] to retreat; run away; 
flee. 

flight’ attend/ant, n. [count] an airline employee who 
attends to passengers’ comfort on a flight. 

flight’ bag’, n. [count] a lightweight shoulder bag for 
carrying small items aboard an aircraft. 

flight’ deck’, n. [count] 1. the upper deck of an air- 
craft Carrier, designed as a runway. 2. a compartment in 
certain aircraft containing the instruments and controls. 

flight-less (flt/lis) /‘flaytls/ adj. incapable of flying: 
Penguins are flightless birds. 

flight-y (fi7té) /'flaytiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. unstable: skit- 
tish: He's too flighty to deal with this problem. —flight/i- 
ness, n. (noncount) 

flim-flam (Nimam) /'‘flim,flam/ nm. Informal. a decep- 
tion; swindle: [count]: a flimflam to defrand tourists of 
money. [Noncount): a master of flimflam. 

flim-sy (flim/zé) /'‘flimziy/ adj., -si-er, -sieest. 1. without 
material strength or solidity: a flimsy fabric. 2. inade- 
quate; not convincing: a flimsy excuse. —flimesi-ly 
(Nim/za lē) /'flimzaliy/ adv. —flim/si-ness, n. Lnoncount] 

flinch (flinch) /flintf/ v. to draw back or shrink, as from 
something dangerous, painful, or difficult: [770 obj]: The 
dog flinched at the noise. [~ + from + obj]: | won't 
flinch from hard work. 

fling (Ning) /flin/ v., flung (Nung) /flan/ fling-ing, n. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to throw or cast with force, violence, or with- 
out care: flung the dishes to the floor. 2. [~ + oneself 
to move (oneself) violently or abruptly: Mung herself from 
the room. 3. to put or send suddenly or without prepara- 
tion: to fling someone into jail. 4. [~ + oneself} to in- 
volve (oneself) actively in an undertaking: He flung him- 
self into writing the book. 5. [~ + out + obj] to throw 
aside or off: We fung out a lot of old books. 6. fling off 
or on, to take off, or put on, (one’s clothes) quickly and 
carelessly: [~ + offon + obj): She fhing off her clothes 
and jumped in the shower. | fhing on a sweater and left. 
[~ + obj + offon): to fling it off. —n. [count] 7. an act 
or instance of flinging. 8. a short period of unrestrained 
self-indulgence: a fast fling before marriage. 9. an at- 
tempt at something: took a fling at playwriting. 

flint (flint) /flint/ n. 1. [noncount] a hard gray stone, a 
form of silica. 2. [count] a piece of this, esp. when it is 
used for striking fire. 

flint-lock (fint/lok’) /‘flint lok/ 7. [count] a gun used in 
former times, with a flint for igniting the charge. 

flintey (fin/té) /‘flintiy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest. unmerciful; un- 
caring; hard: He stared back at us with cold, flinty eyes. 

flip (flip) /flip/ v., flipped, flip-ping, n., adj., flip-per, 
flip-pest. —v. 1. to turn over by or as if by tossing: [~ + 
obj): to flip a coin. [~ + obj + obj): She flipped the dog 
a morsel. 2. [~ + obj] to move or activate with a sudden 
stroke: to flip a switch. 3. to (cause to) turn over or do a 
somersault: [no obj]: He rotted over the bar and flipped 
onto the floor. [~ + obj): lipped her opponent over her 
shoulder. 4. to read or look at rapidly: [no obj): to flip 
through a magazine. [~ + obj): He flipped the pages. 5. 
Slang. a. [no obj) to react with astonishment or delight: / 
flipped when I heard the good news. b. [~ + for/over + 
obj) to fall in love with (someone): He really flipped over 
her. c. flip out, to (cause to) become irrational, angry, or 
upset: [no obj]: The boss flipped out when he heard you 
lost the account. [~ + obj + out): This news will flip him 
out. [~ + out + obj): That news would flip out anybody. 
—n. [Count] 6. an act or instance of flipping. 7. a somer- 
sault, esp. one performed in the air. —adj. 8. Nippant: a 
flip answer. —Idiom. 9. flip one’s lid or wig, Slang. to 
lose control of one’s temper. 
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flip’-flop’, n., v., -flopped, -flop-ping. —n. [count] 1. a 
sudden or unexpected reversal, such as of opinion or 
policy. 2. a backward somersault. 3. a flat rubber sandal 
with a thong fitting between the first two toes. —v. {no 
obj) 4. to perform a flip-flop: The president flip-flopped 
on the question. 

flip-pant (flip’ant) /'flipant/ adj. lacking in respect or 
seriousness: a flippant answer. —flip/pantely, adv. 

flipsper (flip’ar) /flipar/ n. [count] 1. a broad flat limb, 
such as of a seal or whale, adapted for swimming. 2. 
one of a pair of paddlelike devices worn on the feet in 
scuba diving and swimming. 

flip’ side’, n. (cont) 1. the reverse and usually less 
popular side of a phonograph record. 2. (often: the + ~] 
an opposite or reverse side or effect, often an undesira- 
ble one: The flip side of fine dining is weight gain. 
flirt (flirt) /flsrt/ v. 1. [no obj) to behave amorously to- 
ward someone in a casually playful manner. 2. [~ + 
with] to consider without seriousness; trifle or toy with: 
flirted with the idea of singing professionally —n. (count) 
3. a person who is given to flirting; a tease. —flir-ta/- 
tion, n. (ronconnt): harmless office flirtation. {connt): mi- 
nor flirtations with other workers. —flir-ta-tious (flûr tā/- 
shas) /flər'teyfəs/ adj. —flir-ta/tious-ly, adv. 
flit (fit) /flit/ v. [no obj), flit-ted, flit-ting. to fly, move, 
or pass swiftly and lightly from one place or condition to 
another: A smile flitted across his face. 
float (fldt) /flowt/ v. 1. to (cause to) rest or remain on 
the surface of a liquid: [no obj): A ping-pong ball will 
float on water. [~ + obj): Float the whipped cream on 
the coffee. 2. [no obj] to move gently on the surface of a 
liquid; drift along: The raft floated downstream. 3. [no 
obj) to rest or move in a liquid, the air, etc.: The balloon 
was floating away. 4. [no obj] to move lightly and grace- 
fully: Sle floated down the stairs. 5. [~ + obj) to issue 
(a security) on the stock market in order to raise money: 
floating some bonds. 6. [~ + obj) to present for consid- 
eration: / floated the idea to the committee. —n. [count] 
7. something that floats, as a raft. 8. (in a tank, cistern, 
etc.) a device, as a hollow ball, that automatically regu- 
lates the level, supply, or outlet of a liquid by floating. g. 
a piece of cork supporting a baited fishing line in the wa- 
ter. 10. a vehicle bearing a display in a parade. 11. a 
drink with ice cream floating in it: a root-beer float. 
flock (flok) /flok/ n. [count] 1. a group of animals, esp. 
sheep, goats, or birds, that live, travel, or feed together: 
a flock of geese. 2. a large group of people or things: 
flocks of sightseers. 3. a church congregation. —v. [no 
obj) 4. to gather or go in a flock: They flocked around the 
hero. 
flock-ing (flok/ing) /‘flpkin/ im. [noncomnt) a velvetlike 
pattern or coating on wallpaper, cloth, or metal. 
floe (N5) /flow/ n. [cont] a massive sheet of floating ice 
on the surface of the sea. 
flog (flog, lôg) /flng, flog/ v. [~ + obj), flogged, flog: 
ging. 1. to beat with or as if with a whip or stick: flogging 
prisoners. 2. Slang. to sell, esp. aggressively: flogged 
used Cars for a living. 
flood (flud) /flad/ n. [count] 1. a great flowing or over- 
flowing of water, esp. over land not usually submerged. 
2. any great outpouring or stream: a flood of tears. 3. 
the Flood, the great deluge recorded in the Bible as hav- 
ing occurred in the time of Noah. —v. 4. to cover with or 
as if with a flood: [~ + obj): The river flooded the town. 
[no obj): The basement flooded with water. 5. to over- 
whelm with an abundance of something: [~ + obj): 
flooded Congress with rail. [no obj): Tourists flooded 
into town. 
flood-gate (flud/gat’) /‘flad,gcyt/ n. [cont] 1. a gate 
regulating the flow of water. 2. anything serving to con- 
trol the passage of something: opened (or closed) the 
floodgates to iminigration. 
flood-light (fudit) /‘fladlayt/ n, v., -lighteed or -lit, 
-light-ing. —n. [count] 1. a lamp or projector that pro- 
duces a light directed over a wide area. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to illuminate with a floodlight: to floodlight buildings. 
floor (flor, flor) /flor, flowr/ n. [comnt) 1. the part of a 
room that forms its lower surface and upon which one 
walks: The floor had a soft rug on it. 2. a continuous 
level surface extending horizontally throughout a building 
and making up one level or stage in the structure; story: 
Our apartinent is on the fifth floor. 3. the lower or bot- 
tom surface: the ocean floor, 4. the part of a legislative 
chamber, meeting room, etc., where the members sit, 
and from which they speak: on the Senate floor. 5. [sin- 
gular; the + 7) the right of a member to speak at a 
meeting: The senator from Alaska las the floor. 6. the 
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area of a stock or commodity exchange, retail store, etc., 
where buying and selling or other business is conducted: 
bought the sample off the showroom floor. 7. a base or 
minimum level: The government established price and 
wage floors. —v. [~ + obj) 8. to cover or furnish with a 
floor. 9. to knock down; flatten: floored the bully with 
one punch. 10. to surprise and confuse; overwhelm: / 
was floored by their generosity. 11. to push (the acceler- 
ator pedal) down to the floor of a vehicle, for maximum 
speed or power. —Idiom. 12. mop or wipe the floor 
with, [mop/wipe + the + ~ + with + obj) Informal. to 
overwhelm completely; defeat: The team mopped the 
floor with their opponents. 13. take the floor, to arise 
to address a meeting: The senator from Alaska took the 
floor. 

floor-board (fldr/bord’, fldr/bdrd’)_ /‘flor,bord, 'flo- 
wr,bowrd/ n. [count] 1. a board making up a wooden 
floor. 2. the floor of an automobile. 

flooreing (flér/ing, Nor’-) /‘florin, ‘flowr-/ n. 1. [count] a 
floor. 2. [noncount] materials for making floors: pine 
flooring. 

floor’ show’, n. [count] a nightclub entertainment typi- 
cally consisting of a series of singing, dancing, and often 
comedy acts. 

floo-zy or floo-*zie (flac’zé) /‘fluwziy/ n. [count], pl. 
-zies. Slang. a tawdry, usually immoral or promiscuous 
woman. 

flop (flop) /flop/ v., flopped, flop-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
move, drop, or fall in a heavy, Clumsy, or negligent man- 
ner: [no obj): The puppy just Nopped around ort the slip- 
pery floor. He flopped down on the couch. [~ + oneself): 
He flopped himself down. [~ + obj): He flopped the 
newspaper on my desk. 2. [no obj) to be a complete fail- 
ure; fail: The play flopped. —n. [count] 3. an act or 
sound of flopping. 4. a complete failure: The surprise 
party was a flop. 

flop-house (flop’hous’) /‘flpp,haws/ r. [court] a cheap, 
run-down hotel or rooming house. 

flop-py (flop’é) /'flopiy/ adj., -pirer, -pi-est, n., pl. -pies. 
—adj. 1. tending to flop: a dog with floppy ears. —n. 
[court] 2. FLOPPY DISK. —flop-pi-ly (opa le) /‘flppaliy/ 
adv. —flop’pi-ness, n. [(noncount) 

flop’py disk’, 1. [count] a thin, usually flexible plastic 
disk coated with magnetic material, for storing computer 
data and programs; diskette. 

-flor-, root. -flor- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “flower.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: FLORA, FLORAL, FLORESCENCE, FLORID, FLORIST, FLOUR, 
FLOURISH, FLOWER. 

flo-ra (flér’a, fldr’a) /'flora, 'flowrd/ n. 1. the plants of a 
particular region or time period, thought of as a group: 
{noncount): Studying the flora of the desert. [pluraf): The 
floras in this region are particularly varied. 2. (noncounrt) 
the microorganisms occurring on or within the human 
body: intestinal flora. See -FLOR-. 

floral (flér’al, fldr’-) /'floral, ‘flowr-/ adj. [before a 
noun) relating to or made up of flowers: a floral wreath. 
See -FLOR-. 

flo-res-cence (flO res/ans, fld-, fla-) /flo'resons, flow-, 
flo-/ n. [moncount] the act, state, or period of flowering; 
bloom. —flo-res’cent, adj. See -FLOR-. 

floreid (flor’id, flor’-) /'florid, ‘flor-/ adj. 1. reddish; 
ruddy; rosy: a florid complexion. 2. flowery; excessively 
ornate; showy: florid writing. See -FLOR-. 

florsin (flér/in, flor’-) /‘florin, 'flor-/ n. [count] a former 
British coin equal to two shillings. 

florist (Nôr/ist, fldr’-, flor’-) /‘florist, 'flowr-, ‘flor-/ n. 
[count] a person who sells flowers and plants. See 
-FLOR-. 

floss (flds, flos) /flos, flps/ n. [noncount] 1. embroidery 
thread of silk or cotton. 2. strong thread used to clean 
between the teeth. —v. 3. to use dental floss on (the 
teeth): [no obj): to floss regularly. {~ + obj): fosses her 
teeth. 

flo-ta-tion (Aō ta’shan) /flow'teyfan/ n. (noriconnt) the 
act or state of floating. 

flo-til-la (fd til’a) /flow'tila/ nm. [count] 1. a group of 
small ships. 2. a group moving together: a flotilla of cars. 

flot-sam (flot’sem) /'flotsom/ n. [noncount] the part of 
the wreckage of a ship and its cargo found floating on 
the water. Compare JETSAM. 

flounce’ (flouns) /flawns/ v., flounced, flounc-ing, n. 
—v. [no obj) 1. to go with impatient, angry, exaggerated 
movements: to flounce ont of the room in a rage. —n. 
[count] 2. an act or instance of flouncing; a flouncing 
movement. 

flounce? (flouns) /flawns/ n. [comnt) a strip of material 
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gathered or pleated and attached along one edge, such 
as on the bottom of a Skirt. 

floun-der' (floun/dar) /'flawndar/ v. [no obj] 1. to strug- 
gle to gain one’s balance or move: The cavalry began to 
flounder in the mud. 2. to act or speak clumsily or falter- 
ingly: ¢ foundered for an excuse. 

floun-der? (floun’dar) /‘flawndor/ n., pi (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -der, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-ders. any of various flatfishes valued as food. 

flour (flour, louar) /flaw®r, ‘flawar/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the finely ground meal of grain, esp. wheat, used in bak- 
ing and cooking: whole-wheat Nour. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to 
sprinkle or coat with flour. —flour’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
See -FLOR-. 

floursish (flur/ish, flur’-) /'flsrif, 'flar-/ v. 1. [no obj] to 
be in a vigorous State; thrive: a period in which art flour- 
ished. 2. [no obj] to be successful; prosper: The busi- 
ness was flourishing. 3. [~ + obj] to hold (something) 
draniatically for all to see; brandish: He flourished the 
trophy. —n. 4. (count) a dramatic gesture: With a flourish 
he placed the document in the attorney's hands. §. 
[count] a decoration or extra feature added to writing: 
Her signature has many flourishes. 6. [count] fanfare: a 
Nourish of trumpets. 7. (noncount) a condition or period 
of thriving: a civilization in fult flourish. See -FLOR-. 

flout (flout) /flawt/ v. [~ + obj] to treat with disdain or 
scorn; scoff at: to flout the rules. 

flow (5) /flow/ v. [no obj] 1. to move in a stream: The 
river flows to the sea. 2. to circulate: Blood flows through 
our veins. 3. to stream or come forth: Tears flowed from 
his eyes. 4. to issue or proceed from a source: Orders 
flowed from the office. 5. to proceed continuously and 
easily: The words flowed from his pen. 6. to hang loosely 
at full length: Her tong hair flowing down her back. 7. to 
abound: The land flowed with plentiful harvests. 8. to 
rise and advance, such as the tide (opposed to ebb). —n. 
(count; usually singular) 9. an act of flowing. 10. move- 
ment in or as if in a stream: the flow of traffic. 11. the 
rate or volume of flow: an oit flow of 500 barrels a day. 
12. an outpouring or discharge of something, as in a 
Stream: a flow of blood. 13. the rise of the tide (opposed 
to ebb). 14. the transference of energy: heat flow. 
——Idiom. 15. go with the flow, [no obj) to follow pop- 
ular trends: H's no use fighting these new ways; we may 
as welt go with the flow. 

flow-er (flou’ar) /'flawar/ n. 1. [count] the blossom of a 
plant; bloom. 2. [count] a plant grown for its blossoms: 
planting flowers in the spring. 3. (noncount] a state of 
bloom: The peonies were in flower. 4. [noncount] the 
finest or most flourishing period: when knighthood was 
in flower. 5. (count; singular; the + ~] the best or finest 
member, product, or example: the flower of American 
youth. —v. [no Obj} 6. to produce flowers; blossom: 
come to full bloom: These plants flower in the shade. 7. 
to come out into full development; flourish: Her talent for 
writing flowered. See -FLOR-. 

flow-ered (flou’ard) /'flaward/ adj. (before a noun) 
printed with a pattern of flowers: a flowered dress. See 
-FLOR-. 

flow’er girl’, n. [count] a young girl in a wedding pro- 
cession. 

flow-er-pot (flou’ar pot’) /‘flawar,pot/ n. [count] a con- 
tainer in which to grow and display plants. 

flow-er-y (flou’a rē) /'flawarty/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. cov- 
ered with or having many flowers; decorated with floral 
designs: a flowery dress. 2. elaborate in speech or writ- 
ing; too fancy in style: a speech with flowery language. 3. 
typical of a flower: a flowery fragrance. 

flown (flon) /flown/ v. a pp. of ety’. 

fl. oZ., an abbreviation of: fluid ounce. 

flu (Aoc) /fluw/ n. [noncount; often: the + ~ influenza. 
See -FLu-. 

-flu-, root. -flu- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “flow.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
AFFLUENCE, AFFLUENT, CONFLUENCE, FLU, FLUCTUATE, FLUE, 
FLUENT, FLUID, FLUME, FLUORIDE, FLUX, INFLUENCE, INFLUENZA. 

flub (fub) /flab/ v., flubbed, flub-bing, n. Informat. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to botch or bungle: to fub a test in school. 
—n. [count] 2. a mistake; bungle; blunder. 

fluc-tu-ate (fluk/chdo at’) /'flaktfuw,cyt/ v. [no obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to change continually; vary irregularly; 
shift back and forth or up and down: Prices fluctuated 
wildly. fluc-tu-a-tion (fluk’choo a/’shan) /,flakt- 
fuw'eyfon/ n. [cout] See -FLu-. 

flue (flo) /fluw/ n. [count] a passage or duct, as for 
smoke to escape from a chimney. See -FLu-. 

flusent (floo%ant) /'fluwont/ adj. 1. spoken or written with 
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ease: spoke fluent French. 2. able to speak or write 
smoothly, easily, or readily: Auent in three languages. 3. 
smooth; easy; graceful: fluent motion. —flu/en-cy, n. 
[Noncount): fluency in French. —flu/ent-ly, adv. See 
-FLU-. 

fluff (fuf) /flaf/ n. 1. (noucount) light downy particles, 
such as of cotton. 2. [noncount] something light or frivo- 
lous and not substantial: The book is pure fluff, but fun 
to read. 3. [count] an error or blunder, esp. an actor's 
memory lapse in the delivery of lines. —v. 4. [~ + up + 
obj) to make fluffy: He fluffed up his thinning hair. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to make a mistake in: fluffed his speech in the 
first act. 

fluff-y (fuf/e) /'flafiy/ adj.. -er, -ivest. 1. of, resem- 
bling, or covered with fluff; downy: a fluffy little chick. 2. 
light or airy: a fluffy cake. 3. superficial: fluffy thinking. 
—fluff/i-ness, n. [(noncount] 

flusid (floo’id) /'fluwid/ n. 1. a substance, such as a liq- 
uid or gas, that is capable of flowing and that changes its 
shape when acted upon by a force: [noncount]: Fluid 
dripped from the tank. (count); to drink Anids. —adj. 2. 
flowing or capable of flowing: a fluid substance. 3. 
changing easily or readily; not fixed, stable, or rigid: Our 
plans are fluid. 4. smooth and flowing: a dancer with 
fluid gestures. 5. convertible into cash; liquid: uid 
assets. —flurid-i-ty (floo id/i tē) /fluw'iditiy/ n. (non- 
count) —flu/id-ly, adv. See -FLu-. 

flu’id ounce’, n. [count] a measure of capacity equal 
to “7 pint or 1.8047 cubic inches (29.573 milliliters) in 
the U.S., and equal to Yo of an imperial pint or 1.7339 
cubic inches (28.413 milliliters) in Great Britain. Abbr.: fl. 
oz. Symbol: f. 

fluke’ (flddk) /fluwk/ n. [count] 1. the part of an anchor 
that catches in the ground. 2. the barbed head of a har- 
poon, spear, arrow, etc. 3. either half of the triangular 
tail of a whale. 

fluke? (Nok) /fluwk/ n. [count] a stroke of luck: + got the 
job by a fluke. —fluk/ey, fluk/’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

fluke? (fld0k) /fluwk/ n. [count] any of several American 
flounders of the Atlantic Ocean. 

flume (floom) /fluwm/ n. [count] 1. a deep narrow pas- 
sage containing a stream or torrent. 2. an artificial chan- 
nel for conducting water, such as one used to transport 
logs. 3. an amusement park ride in which passengers 
are conveyed through a water-filled chute or over a water 
Slide. See -FLu-. 

flum-mox (flum/aks) /'flaməks/ v. [~ + obj], Informat. 
to bewilder; confuse: / was NMummoxed by his odd behav- 
tor. 

flung (flung) /flan/ v. pt. and pp. of FLING. 

flunk (flungk) /flank/ v. 1. to fail (in) a course or exami- 
nation: [no obj): You are in danger of flunking. [~ + 
obj): He flunked math. 2. [~ + obj] to give a failing 
grade to: The professor flunked nearly half the class. 3. 
flunk out, to (cause to) be dismissed from a school be- 
cause of failing grades: [no obj]: in danger of Munking 
out. [~ + out of + obj): to flunk out of coHege. 

flun-ky or flun-key (flung’ké) /‘flankiy/ n. [count], pt. 
-kies or -keys. 1. an assistant who does menial work. 2. 
a person too eager to follow and obey someone powerftrl 
or important; toady; yes-man. 

fluo-resce (lõ res’, flô-, fl0-) /flu'res, flo-, flow-/ v. [no 
obj), -resced, -resc-ing. to show fluorescence. 

fluo-res-cence (fld6 res’ans, lô-, NS-) /flu'resans, flo-, 
flow-/ n. [(noncount) 1. the giving off of radiation, esp. of 
visible light, by a substance exposed to light or x-rays. 2. 
the radiation so produced. —fluo-res’cent, adj. See 
-FLU-. 

fluores’cent lamp’, n. [count] a long, tube-shaped 
electric lamp in which light is produced by the fluores- 
cence of the coating of the inside of the tube. 

fluorsiedate (floor/i dat’, fldr’-, NOr?-) /‘flort,deyt, ‘'flor-, 
‘flowr-/ v. [~ + obj], -dat-eed, -dat-ing. to add fluorides 
to (a water supply) to reduce tooth decay. —fluor/i-da/- 
tion, n. [noriconnt] 

fluorside (fldor/id, flér’-, NOr’-) /'flurayd, 'flor-, 'flowr-/ 
n. (noncount]) a chemical compound containing fluorine. 
See -FLu-. 

fluor-ine (fldor’En, -in, Aôr/-, flor/-) /floriyn, -in, ‘flor-, 
'flowr-/ n. [noncount] an element occurring as a pale 
yellow, poisonous gas. See -Ftu-. 

fluor-o-car-bon (flòr/ð kär/bən, flér’-, Nör/-) /'fl- 
vrow,karbon, 'flor-, 'flowr-/ n. [count] a compound con- 
taining fluorine and carbon and used chiefly as a lubri- 
cant, fire-extinguishing agent, and electrical insulator. 

fluor-o-scope (fldor’a sköp, flér/-, flOr’-) /'florə,skowp, 
‘flor-, 'flowr-/ n. [count] a screen coated with a fluores- 
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cent substance, used for viewing objects by means of x- 
ray. See -FLU-, -SCOPE-. 

flurery (ûre, Nurse) /‘flariy, ‘flariy/ n., pl. -ries, v., 
-ried, -ry'ing. —n. [count] 1. a brief shower of snow. 2. 
[usually singular) sudden commotion, excitement, or ac- 
tivity: a flurry of activity. 3. a gust of wind. —v. 4. [~ + 
obj] to make confused or nervous; fluster: Dont be flur- 
ried by the noise. 5. (it + ~; no obj) (of snow) to fall or 
be blown in a flurry: /t flurried all night. 

flush’ (flush) /flaf/ n. 1. [count] a reddening of the skin, 
as from fever or from exercise. 2. [count; usually singu- 
lar) a sudden rise of emotion: a flush of anger. 3. [non- 
count) glowing freshness or vigor: a beautiful girl in the 
flush of youth. —v. 4. to (cause to) redden: [no obj). Her 
face flushed. [~ + obj]: Happiness flushed her face. 5. 
[~ (+ out) + obj] to flood or spray thoroughly with wa- 
ter: to flush a pipe clean; flushed out the stables. 6. to 
(cause to) be washed with a sudden rush of water: (no 
obj]: the sound of a toilet flushing. [~ + obj): Aushed 
the toilet. 7. [~ + obj] to animate; inflame: flushed with 
SUCCESS. 

flush? (fush) /flaf/ adj. 1. even or level with a surface: 
The window frame is flush with the wall. 2. immediately 
next to: The table was flush against the wall. 3. well- 
supplied; prosperous: felt Aush with So much money. 
—adv. 4. on the same level or plane; evenly: The door 
shuts flush with the wall. 5. in direct contact: set flush 
against the edge. 

flush? (flush) /flaf/ v. [~ + obj] to cause to start up or 
fly off: The hunters flushed quail. 

flush? (flush) /flaf/ n. (count) a hand of cards all of one 
suit: Your flush beats my straight. 

flus-ter (flus/tar) /‘flastor/ v. to (cause to) become nerv- 
ous or confused: [~ + obj]: | was flustered by my unex- 
pected visitor. [no obj): He flusters too easily. 

flute (floot) /fluwt/ n. [count] 1. a wind instrument with a 
high range, made of a tube with fingerholes or keys. 2. a 
groove. 

flutist (floo/tist) /‘fluwtist/ n. [count] a flute player. 

flut-ter (flut/or) /flatər/ v. 1. to (cause to) wave or flap 
about: [no obj]: Banners fluttered in the breeze. [~ + 
obj]: The breeze fluttered the banners. 2. [no obj] to flap 
the wings rapidly or fly with flapping movements: The pi- 
geons fluttered away. 3. [no obj] to move in quick, irreg- 
ular motions: fluttered around the office looking for 
something to do. 4. [no obj] to beat rapidly: Her heart 
fluttered for a moment. —n. (count) 5. a fluttering move- 
ment: a flutter of wings. 6. (usually: singular) a state of 
nervous excitement or mental agitation: in a flutter of an- 
ticipation. 7. (usually: singular) a stir; flurry: That news 
caused quite a flutter. —flut/ter-y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

flux (fluks) /flaks/ n. 1. [count] a flowing or flow: a flux 
of traffic. 2. [nmoncount) continuous change Or move- 
ment: Our plans are in a state of flux. See -FLU-. 

fly’ (fli) /flay/ v., flew (foo) /fluw/ or, for 11, flied, flown 
(flon) /flown/, fly-ing, n., pl. flies. —v. 1. [no obj) to 
move through the air using wings: Outside the birds were 
flying. 2. [no obj] to be carried or move through the air 
or through space by any force or agency: The jet can fly 
at the speed of sound. 3. [no obj] to travel in an aircraft 
or spacecraft: The family flew to California. 4. to operate 
an aircraft or spacecraft: [no obj): The pilot flew to Ha- 
waii. (~ + obj]: The pilot flew a variety of aircraft. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to operate an aircraft or spacecraft over (an area): 
to fly the Pacific. 6. {~ + obj] to transport or convey by 
air: The army flew him to its secret base. 7. to (cause to) 
float or flutter in the air: [no obj]: The king's banner flew 
over his tent. [~ + obj]: Ile tried to fly his kite. 8. [no 
obj] to pass swiftly: How time flies! 9. [no obj] to move 
with often sudden swiftness: cars flying by us; flew into a 
rage. 10. [no obj] to flee; escape: He was warned to fly 
from the sheriff's wrath. 11. [no obj] to bat a fly ball in 
baseball: The last hitter flied to right field. 12. [no obj) 
informal. to be believable or feasible: /t seemed like a 
good idea, but it just wouldn't fly. 13. fly at, [~ + at ae 
obj] to attack suddenly: flew at him and scratched his 
face. —n. (count) 14. a fold of material that conceals fas- 
teners in a garment opening. 15. a flap forming the door 
of a tent. 16. fly sal. — Idiom. 17. fly high, [no obj) 
to be full of happiness or excitement: The workers were 
all flying high until the bad news arrived. 18. fly in the 
face or teeth of, [~ + obj] to act in defiance of: to fly in 
the face of tradition. 19. fly off the handle, [n0 obj] In- 
formal. to become very angry, esp. without warning. 20. 
let fly, a. to hurl or propel (an object): [10 obj): let fly 
with several snowballs. [let + ~ + obj]: She let fly a few 
snowballs. b. [no Obj] to let one’s anger out: /et fly with 
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an insult. 21. on the fly, hurriedly: We had dinner on 
the fly. 

fly? (fli) /flay/ n. [count], pl. flies. 1. a two-winged insect, 
such as the common housefly. 2. a fishing lure dressed 
to resemble an insect or small fish. — Idiom. 3. fly in 
the ointment, something that spoils an otherwise pleas- 
ant thing: The fly in the ointment is that there is no 
money to finish the job. 

fly” ball’, n. [count] a baseball batted high into the air. 

flysblown (fi/blōn/) /‘flay,blown/ adj. spoiled; contami- 
nated. 

flysby or fly-by (fli7bi’) /‘flay bay/ n. [count], pl. -bys. 
the flight of a spacecraft past a heavenly body. 

fly’-by-night’, adj. [before a noun) 1. not reliable and 
devoted to making a quick profit: a fly-by-night business. 
2. not lasting; transitory. 

fly-er (flifar) /‘flayor/ n. FLIER. 

fly-ing (fi/ing) /‘flayin/ adj. [before a noun) 1. capable 
of flight: Mosquitoes are flying insects. 2. made while 
moving swiftly: a flying leap. 3. quick; brief: a flying visit. 
—n. [noncount) 4. the act of traveling by aircraft. 

flying but/tress, n. [count] an arch or segment of an 
arch sticking out from and supporting a wall. 

fly’ing colors, n. [plural] outstanding success; tri- 
uniph: He passed the test with flying colors. 

fly’ing fish’, n. [count] a warm-water sea fish having 
winglike fins that enable it to glide for some distance af- 
ter leaping from the water. 

fly’ing sau/cer, n. [count] a disk-shaped object re- 
portedly seen flying at high speeds and altitudes; UFO. 

flying start’, n. [count] a favorable beginning to 
something. 

fly-leaf (fli7léf’) /‘flay,liyf/ n. (count), pl. -leaves. a 
blank page in the front or the back of a book. 

fly-pa-per (fli/pa/par) /'‘flay,peypar/ n. [poncount) paper 
with a sticky surface for catching flies. 

fly-weight (fli/wat’) /‘flay,weyt/ n. [count] a boxer 
weighing up to 112 Ib. (51 kg). 

flyewheel (fli”hwel’, -wél’) /‘flay,hwiyl, -,wiyl/ n. [count 
a heavy wheel that regulates the speed of the shaft and 
all connected machinery. 

FM, an abbreviation of: 1. frequency modulation: a 
method of broadcasting a signal on a radio carrier wave. 
2. a system of radio broadcasting using this method. 
Compare AM. 

fm., an abbreviation of: 1. fathom. 2. from. 

F.O., an abbreviation of: foreign office. 

foal (fl) /fowl/ n. [count] 1. the young of any member 
of the horse family that is still nursing. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to give birth to (a colt or filly): a mare foaling a colt. 

foam (fom) /fowm/ n. [noncount) 1. a collection of tiny 
bubbles on the surface of a liquid: beer with a head of 
foam. 2. a thick, frothy substance: A special foam kept 
the wreckage from catching on fire. 3. a lightweight ma- 
terial in which gas bubbles are dispersed in a solid, used 
as insulation. —v. [no obj] 4. to form foam; froth: The 
boiling milk foamed. —Idiom. 5. foam at the mouth, 
[no obj] to be extremely angry: almost foaming at the 
mouth at the insult. —foam/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

foam’ rub/ber, n. [noncount) a light, spongy rubber 
used for mattresses, cushions, etc. 

fob! (fob) /fob/ n. [count] 1. a short chain or ribbon at- 
tached to a pocket watch. 2. an ornament on a fob. 

fob? (fob) /fob/ v., fobbed, fob-bing. —Idiom. fob off, 
to dispose of or induce someone to take (something in- 
ferior); palm off: [~ + off + obj]: The car dealer fobbed 
off an inferior car on the buyer. [~ + obj + off}: He 
fobbed it off on the buyer. 

fo-cal (f6/kal) /'fowkol/ adj. (before a noun) of, relating 
to, or at a focus: the focal length of a lens. —fo/calely, 
adv. 

fo’cal point’, n. [count] the center of activity or atten- 
tion; the principal point of interest: The focal point of our 
discussion was the budget. 

fo-cus (fō/kəs) /'fowkəs/ n., pl. -cus-es, -ci (-si, -ki) 
/-say, -kay/ v., -cused, -cus-ing or (esp. Brit.) -cussed, 
-cus-sing. —n. 1. [count] a central point, such as of at- 
traction, attention, or activity: His focus was on earning a 
living. 2. (count) a point at which rays of light, heat, or 
other radiation meet after being refracted or reflected. 3. 
[noncount) the adjustment of an optical device that is 
necessary to produce a Clear image: The image is in fo- 
cus. —v. 4. to (cause to) come to a focus or into focus: 
[~ + obj]: to focus the lens of a camera. [no obj): For a 
few moments my eyes wouldn't focus, 5. to concentrate: 
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[~ + obj): I tried to focus my thoughts. [no obj (ap OWA 
+ obj)): I tried to focus on the project. 

fod-der (fod/ar) /'fndər/ n. [noncount] 1. coarse food for 
livestock. 2. raw material: Mothers-in-law are often fod- 
der for comedy routines. 

foe (f6) /fow/ n. [count] 1. a person who feels hatred 
toward another; enemy: a bitter foe. 2. a military enemy. 
3. an opponent in a game or contest. 4. a person who is 
opposed to something: a foe to progress. 

foe-tus (fé/tas) /'fiytos/ n., pl. -tusses. FETUS. —foertal 
(fet!) /‘fiytl/ adj. 

fog (fog, fog) /fog, fog/ n., v., fogged, fog-ging. —n. 1. 
(noncount] a Cloudlike mass or layer of water droplets 
near the surface of the earth: drove through heavy fog. 
2. [count; usually singular] a state of mental confusion or 
unawareness: lost in a fog, unable to concentrate. —v. 3. 
to (Cause to) become covered or enveloped with or as if 
with fog: [~ + obj]: The steam fogged his glasses. (no 
obj; (~ + up)): The harbor fogged up. The windshield 
has fogged. 4. [~ + obj] to confuse or obscure: The de- 
bate just fogged the issue. —fog/gy, adj., -gi-er, -gi-est. 

fog-horn (fog/hérn’, f6g/-) /'fog,horn, 'fog-/ n. [count] a 
deep, loud horn for sounding warnings to ships in foggy 
weather. 

fo-gy or fo-gey (f6/gé) /‘fowgiy/ n. [count], pl. -gies or 
-geys. an extremely old-fashioned or conservative per- 
son. —fo’gy-ish, adj. 

foi-ble (foi/bal) /'foybal/ n. [count] a minor weakness or 
failing of character. 

foil’ (foil) /foyl/ v. [~ + obj] to prevent the success of; 
thwart: Loyal troops foiled the revolt. 

foil? (foil) /foyl/ n. 1. [noncount) metal in very thin 
sheets: aluminum foil. 2. [count] a person or thing that 
serves as a contrast to another: Goodness was a foil to 
their villainy. See -Fou-. 

foil? (foil) /foyl/ n. [count] a flexible four-sided sword 
having a blunt point, used for fencing. 

foist (foist) /foyst/ v. [~ + obj (+ off + on/upon + obj) 
to force upon or impose dishonestly or unfairly: to foist 
inferior goods (off) on a customer. 

fol., an abbreviation of: 1. folio. 2. followed. 3. follow- 
ing. 

fold’ (fdld) /fowld/ v. 1. {~ + obj] to bend (cloth, paper, 
etc.) over upon itself: / folded the paper neatly in half. 2. 
to make or become compact by bending and laying parts 
together: [~ (+ up) + obj): I always have trouble folding 
(up) highway maps. [~ + obj (+ up)): Sometimes | can't 
fold them (up) neatly. [no obj; (~ + up)): The bed folds 
(up) to save space. 3. [~ + obj] to bring together and 
intertwine or cross: folded his arms. 4. [~ + obj] to 
bring (the wings) close to the body: The bird landed and 
folded its wings. 5. [~ + obj) to enclose; wrap; envelop: 
She folded the apple in paper. 6. [~ + obj] to embrace 
or clasp; enfold: to fold her in my arms. 7. a. to (cause 
to) go out of business: [no Obj]: The magazine folded af- 
ter a few weeks. [~ + obj]: The publishers folded the 
magazine. b. to (cause to) end a show; close: [no obj): 
The show will fold next week. [~ + obj]: The producers 
folded the show. 8. fold in, [~ + in + obj] to blend (a 
cooking ingredient) into a mixture by gently turning one 
part over another: Fold in the egg whites. 9. fold out or 
down, [no obj] to spread or open up; unfold: The couch 
folds out to a queen-size bed. —n. [count] 10. a part 
that is folded; pleat; layer: folds of cloth. 11. a line, 
crease, or hollow made by folding. 

fold? (fdld) /fowld/ n. [count] 1. an enclosure for sheep. 
2. a group sharing common beliefs, values, etc. 

-fold, suffix. -fold is attached to words that refer to a 
number or quantity to form adjectives with the meanings 
“having the number of kinds or parts” or “multiplied the 
number of times”: four + -fold ~ fourfold (= multiplied 
four times); many + -fold 7 manyfold (= having many 
parts or kinds). 

fold-as-way (fdld’a wa’) /‘fowlds,wey/ adj. [before a 
noun) designed to be folded out of the way when not in 
use: a foldaway bed. 

fold-er (fdl/dar) /‘fowldor/ n. [count] a folded sheet of 
light cardboard for holding papers, as in a file. 

fold-out or fold-out (fold’out’) /‘fowld,awt/ n. [count] 
1l. a page that is larger than the page size of a magazine 
or book, folded one or more times so as not to extend 
beyond the edges. —adj. [before a noun] 2. designed to 
be unfolded for use, viewing, etc. 

-foli-, root. -foli- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “leaf.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
DEFOLIATE, FOIL’, FOLIAGE, FOLIO, PORTFOLIO. 

fo-li-age (fovlé ij) /‘fowliyid3/ n. [moncount] leaves, as 
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of a tree or plant: beautiful autumn foliage in upstate 
New York. See -Fout-. 

forlico (5/1 0’) /‘fowliyow/ n. [count], pl. -livos. 1. a 
sheet of paper folded once to make two leaves, or four 
pages, of a book or manuscript. 2. a book having pages 
of the largest size. See -Foui-. 

folk (fk) /fowk/ u. 1. Usually, folks. [plural; used with a 
plural verb) people in general: Some folks simply won't 
take “no” for an answer. 2. Often, folks. [plural; used 
with a plural verb) people of a specified class or group: 
Country folk are usually friendly. 3. (plural; used with a 
plural verb] people as the carriers of culture: The folk are 
the bearers of oral tradition. 4. folks, [plura] Informal. 
a. members of one’s family; one’s relatives: My wife's 
folks had a big reunion. b. one’s parents: My folks won't 
let me go to the dauce. —adj. (before a noun) 5. of or 
coming from the common people: folk dances; folk mu- 
sic; folk songs; folk art. 

folk-lore (fok/l6r’, -lor’) /'fowk,lor, -,lowr/ n. [non- 
count) the traditional beliefs, legends, customs, etc., of a 
people. —folk/lor/ic, adj. —folk/lor/ist, n. [count] 

folkesy (fök/sē) /'fowksiy/ adj., -siver, -si-est. very in- 
formal; easygoing: the folksy style of a small town. 
—folk/si-ness, n. (noncount] 

folksway (fdk/wa’) /'fowk,wey/ n. [count] a traditional 
way of living or thinking in a particular social group; cus- 
tom. 

foll., an abbreviation of: following. 

follicle (foi kal) /'foltkal/ m. [count] a small cavity, 
sac, or gland. 

fol-low (fol/6) /'folow/ v. 1. to come after in sequence 
or order; succeed: [~ + obj): Night follows day, and day 
follows night. [no obj): You lead and I'l follow. 2. to hap- 
pen after something else; come next as an event or re- 
sult: [no obj): After the defeat, great disorder followed. 
[~ + obj): Flooding followed the storm. 3. to go or 
come after; move behind in the same direction: [~ + 
Obj): Drive ahead, and Ill follow you. (no obj): Drive 
ahead and I'll follow. 4. [~ + obj] to conform to, comply 
with, Or act in accordance with; obey: to follow orders. 5. 
[~ + obj) to move forward along: We followed the road 
to Gaston. 6. [~ + obj] to go in pursuit of: The police 
followed the fleeing suspects. 7. [~ + obj] to engage in 
or be concerned with as a pursuit: to follow an ideal. 8. 
[~ + obj] to watch the development or progress of: to 
follow the news. 9. [not: be + ~-ing] to keep up with 
and understand (an argument, story, etc.): [~ + obj]: / 
can't follow your argument. Do you follow me? [no obj): 
That's the explanation; can you follow? 10. (not: be + 
~-ing] to result logically as an effect: [no obj): That can't 
abe right —it just doesnt follow. [~ + from + obj]: That 
conclusion does not follow from your premise. (It + ~ + 
that clause): It follows naturally that they must be inno- 
cent. 11. follow through, [no obj] a. to carry out fully, 
such as a stroke in golf or tennis. b. to continue an ef- 
fort, plan, proposal, policy, etc., to its completion: He fol- 
lowed through on every assignment we gave him. 12. 
follow up, a. to increase the effectiveness of by further 
action or repetition: (~ + up + obj): He followed up the 
aerobics with stretching exercises. [~ + obj + up): fol- 
lowed them up with stretching exercises. b. [~ + up (+ 
on) + obj] to pursue: Id like to follow up (on) that ques- 
tion. 

fol-low-er (fol/6 ar) /‘folowor/ n. (count) 1. a person or 
thing that follows. 2. a person who follows another in re- 
gard to his or her ideas or belief; disciple or adherent. 3. 
a person who imitates, copies, or takes as a model or 
ideal: a follower of current fashions. 

fol-low-ing (fol76 ing) /‘folowin/ n. 1. [count] a body of 
admirers, attendants, or patrons: That television show 
has a large following. 2. the following, that which co- 
mes immediately after: See the following for a list of ex- 
ceptions. [used with a singular verb when singular noun 
follows]: The following is one reason only, (used with a 
plural verb when plural noun follows]: The following are 
several reasons for this discrepancy. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. coming next in order or time; ensuing: the fol- 
lowing day. 4. that is now to follow: Check the following 
report for details. —prep. 5. after: Following the concert, 
there will be a champagne reception. 

fol/low-up’, n. [count] 1. an action that serves to in- 
crease or monitor the effectiveness of a previous one: 
Come back to the doctor's office for a follow-up. 2. a 
news story providing additional information on an earlier 
story: wanted to do a follow-up but her editor said not to. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. designed or serving to follow 
up: a follow-up interview. 
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folly (fol7é) /‘foliy/ n., pl. -lies. 1. [noncount] the state 
or quality of being foolish: to travel without money would 
be folly. 2. [count] a foolish action, practice, idea, etc. 3. 
follies, [p/ura/] a theatrical revue. 

foement (fö ment’) /fow'ment/ v. [~ + obj} to start or 
foster: to forent distrust and rebellion. 

fond (fond) /fond/ adj., -er, -est. 1. [be + ~ + of) hav- 
ing a liking or affection for: is fond of animals. 2. [before 
a noun] loving; affectionate: a fond look. 3. [before a 
noun] excessively tender or indulgent; doting: a fond par- 
ent. 4. [before a noun] hoped for foolishly or with strong 
feeling despite the unlikeliness of coming true: fo nour- 
ish forid hopes. —fond/ly, adv.: fondly stroked the cat. 
—fond/ness, n. [noncount] . 

fon-dant (fon/dant) /'fondant/ n. 1. [moncount] a thick, 
creamy sugar paste. 2. [count] a candy made of this 
paste. 

fon-dle (fon/dl) /‘fondl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -dling. 1. to 
handle or touch lovingly, affectionately, or tenderly; ca- 
ress: fondled their newborn baby. 2. to molest sexually 
by touching, stroking, etc. 

fon-due (fon doo’, -dyd0’) /fon'duw, -'dyuw/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a hot dish of melted cheese and wine. 2. [count] 
a dish of hot liquid in which small pieces of food are 
cooked or dipped: a chocolate fondue. 

font! (font) /font/ n. [count] 1. a receptacle for the water 
used in baptism. 2. a receptacle for holy water. 3. some- 
one or something providing useful information: The book 
is a font of useful tips. 

font? (font) /font/ n. [count] a complete assortment of 
printing type of one style and size: a gothic font. 

food (food) /fuwd/ n. 1. [noncount] any nourishing sub- 
stance eaten or drunk to sustain life, provide energy, and 
promote growth. 2. [noncount] solid nourishment as dis- 
tinguished from liquids: food and drink. 3. [count] a par- 
ticular kind of solid nourishment: breakfast food; pet 
food. 4. [noncount] anything that nourishes: food for 
thought. 

food’ chain’, n. [count] a series of interrelated organ- 
isms in which the smallest is fed upon by a larger one, 
which in turn feeds a still larger one. 

food’ poi’soning, n. [noncount] an illness caused by 
eating contaminated or toxic food. 

food’ proc’essor, n. [count] an electric appliance with 
a closed container and blades that can slice, chop, shred, 
or purée food at high speeds. See illustration at APPLI- 
ANCE. 

food’ stamp’, n. [count] a coupon issued under a fed- 
eral program to eligible needy persons and used to pur- 
chase food. Also called food’ cou’pon. 

food-stuff (food/stuf’) /‘fuwd,staf/ n. a substance used 
or capable of being used as food: [count; usually plural): 
storing foodstuffs in case of a drought. [noncount)]: meat 
by-products used as foodstuff for ariitnals. 

fool (fool) /fuwl/ n. [count] 1. a silly or stupid person; 
one who lacks sense: / felt like a fool when I couldn't fig- 
ure out how to use the fax machine, 2. a professional 
jester: the court fool. 3. a person tricked or deceived into 
appearing silly or stupid: tried to make a fool of him. 
—yv. 4. [~ + obj] to trick, deceive, or impose on: They 
tried to fool us. 5. (no obj] to jest; pretend; make be- 
lieve: / didn’t mean it; | was only fooling. 6. fool around, 
[no obj] a. to waste time aimlessly: He seems to be just 
fooling around and not taking his job seriously at all. b. 
to be sexually promiscuous; engage casually in sexual ac- 
tivity: He was fooling around with his neighbor's wife. 7. 
fool with, [~ + obj] to handle or play with idly or care- 
lessly: Don't fool with that vacuum cleaner. —Related 
Words. Foo. is a noun and a verb, FOOLISH is an adjec- 
tive, FOOLISHNESS is a noun: He’s a fool. They tried to fool 
mie, What a foolish mistake! What foolishness are you up 
to now? 

fool-erey (foo/la rē) /‘fuwloriy/ n., pl. -er-ies. 1. (non- 
count] foolish conduct. 2. [court] a foolish action, per- 
formance, or thing: His fooleries are starting to annoy us. 
fool-haredy (fool/har/dé) /'fuwl,haurdiy/ adj., -di-er, -dis 
est. recklessly or thoughtlessly bold; foolishly rash or 
taking unnecessary chances: Driving in the blizzard was a 
foolhardy thing to do. 

foolish (foo/lish) /‘fuwhf/ adj. 1. resulting from or 
showing a lack of good sense: a foolish prank, 2. lacking 
forethought or caution; appearing like a fool: felt foolish 
asking such a big favor. —fool/ish-ly, adv. —fool/ish- 
ness, sı. (roncourit) 

fool-proof (foolproof) /‘fuwl,pruwf/ adj. 1. easy to use, 
operate, or understand; involving no risk: a foolproof 
VCR. 2. never-failing: a foolproof method. 
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fools-cap (foolz’kap’) /‘fuwlz,kap/ n. [noncount] inex- 
pensive writing paper. 

fool's’ gold’, n. [noncount] iron or copper pyrites. 

fool's? par/adise, n. (count; usually singular] a state of 
enjoyment based on false beliefs or hopes: living in a 
fool’s paradise. 

foot (foot) /fut/ n., pl. feet (fet) /fiyt/. 1. [count] the end 
of the leg, below the ankle joint, on which the body 
stands and moves. 2. [count] a unit of length equal to 
12 inches or 30.48 centimeters. 3. [count] any part or 
thing resembling a foot, as in function, placement, or 
shape: the foot of a couch; the foot of a stocking. 4. 
[count; usually singular] the lowest part, or bottom, such 
as of a hill, ladder, or page: the foot of the mountain. 5. 
[count; usually singular] the part of anything opposite the 
top or head: Her cat slept at the foot of her bed. —v. [7 
+ obj] 6. to pay or settle: Who will foot the bill? —adj. 
[before a noun] 7. moving on foot: a foot soldier. 8. op- 
erating by using the foot or feet: a foot brake. —Idiom. 
9. drag one’s feet, to delay unnecessarily. 10. foot it, 
[~ + it] to walk; go on foot: We'll have to foot it home. 
11. get off on the right (or wrong) foot, to begin well 
(or badly): / got off on the wrong foot by arriving late. 
12. on foot, by walking or running: to travel on foot. 13. 
on one’s feet, a. standing: The crowd was on their feet 
cheering. b. in a good, healthy, or advantageous posi- 
tion: Glad you're on your feet again after your illness. 14. 
put one’s foot down, [no obj] to take a firm stand: She 
put her foot down and didn't allow the children to watch 
television. 15. put one’s foot in one’s mouth or put 
one’s foot in it, [no obj] to say something tactless. 16. 
set foot on or in, [~ + obj] to enter: Don't set foot in 
this office again! 17. under foot, in the way: That cat is 
always under foot. 

foot-age (fdot/ij) /futid3/ n. (noncount] 1. length in 
feet. 2. a material on film or videotape: newsreel footage 
of the bombing. 

foot-ball (f60t/bdl’) /‘fut,bol/ n. 1. [noncount] a game in 
which two opposing teams of 11 players each defend 
goals at opposite ends of a field. 2. [count] the ball used 
in this game, an inflated oval in a casing usually made of 
leather. 3. [noncount] Chiefly Brit. Rucsy (def. 2). 4. 
[noncount] Chiefly Brit. SOCCER. 

foot-bridge (foot/brij’) /‘fut,brid3/ n. [count] a bridge 
intended for people traveling on foot. 

-footed, suffix. -footed is attached to nouns to form ad- 
jectives meaning “having (the kind of, number of, etc.) a 
foot or feet indicated”: a four-footed animal (= an ani- 
mal having four feet). 

footfall (foot/fol/) /‘fut,fol/ n. [count] the sound of a 
footstep. 

foot-hill (faot7hil’) /‘fut,hil/ n. [count] a low hill at the 
base of a mountain range. 

foot-hold (foot/hdld’) /‘fut,howld/ n. [count] 1. a place 
or support for the feet; a place where a person may 
stand or walk securely. 2. a secure position, esp. a firm 
basis for further progress or development. 

foot-ing (foot/ing) /‘futin/ n. 1. (count; usually singular] 
the basis or foundation on which anything is established: 
firm economic footing. 2. (noncount] a firm placing of 
the feet; stability: to regain one’s footing. 3. (count; usu- 
ally singular) position or status assigned to a person, 
group, etc.; mutual standing: on a friendly footing with 
the boss. 

foot-light (foot/lit’) /‘fut,layt/ n. [count] 1. Usually, 
footlights. [pluran the lights at the front of a stage that 
are nearly on a level with the feet of the performers. 2. 
the footlights, [plural the acting profession. 

foot-loose (foot/ld0s/’) /‘fut ,luws/ adj. free to go or travel 
about: footloose vacationers. 

footeman (foot/mon) /‘futmon/ s. [count], pl. -men. a 
male household servant. 

foot-note (foot/ndt’) /fut,nowt/ n. [count] 1. an explan- 
atory note or reference at the bottom of a page. 2. a mi- 
nor comment or event added to a main statement or 
more important event. See -NOTA-. 

foot-path (foot/path’) /'fot,pæ0/ n. [count] a path for 
people going on foot. 

foot-print (foot/print’) /‘fut,print/ n. [count] 1. a mark 
left by a foot, as in earth or sand: found footprints lead- 
ing from the house. 2. the surface space, as of a desk, 
occupied by a piece of equipment, such as a microcom- 
puter: a bulky computer with a large footprint. 

foot-sie (fadt/sé) /'futsiy/ n. [count] Informal. —Idiom. 
play footsie(s) with, [~ + obj] 1. to flirt with, esp. by 
secretly touching someone's foot. 2. to engage in secret 
or unlawful relations with. 
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foot-sore (fòót/sôr/, -sdr’) /'fut,sor, -,sowr/ adj. having 
sore feet. 

foot-step (foot/step’) /'fut,step/ n. [count] 1. the setting 
down of a foot, or the sound so produced; footfall; tread: 
He heard footsteps behind him. 2. the distance covered 
by a step in walking; pace: short footsteps. —Idiom. 3. 
follow in someone's footsteps, [no obj] to imitate an- 
other person: She was following in her father's footsteps 
as a lawyer. 

foot-stool (fodt/stoal’) /‘fot,stuwl/ n. [count] a low stool 
upon which to rest one’s feet when seated. See illustra- 
tion at APARTMENT. 

foot-wear (fd0t/war’) /‘fot,weor/ n. [noncount] articles 
to be worn on the feet, such as shoes, slippers, or boots. 

foot-work (foot/wirk’) /‘fot,wark/ n. [noncomnt) 1. the 
use of the feet, as in tennis, boxing, or dancing: His fa- 
tigne showed in his clumsy footwork. 2. travel from one 
place to another, as in gathering facts or fulfilling an as- 
signment; legwork. 3. the act of maneuvering, esp. in a 
skillful manner: a bit of fancy footwork. 

fop (fop) /fop/ n. [count] a vain man who is overly con- 
cerned with his looks, clothes, and manners; dandy. 
—fop/pish, adj. 

for (for; unstressed far) /for; unstressed far/ prep. 1. 
with the object or purpose of: She likes to run for exer- 
cise. 2. intended to belong to, benefit, or be used by or 
with: equipment for the army. 3. suiting the purposes or 
needs of: medicine for the aged. 4. appropriate or 
adapted to: a subject for speculation. 5. in consideration 
or payment of; in return for; in exchange for: The toma- 
toes cost three for a dollar. 6. as an offset to; in re- 
sponse to: medicine for your cold. 7. in order to obtain, 
gain, Or acquire: | had to work for decent wages. 8. 
(used to express a wish, as of something to be experi- 
enced, gained, or acquired): O, for a cold drink! 9. sensi- 
tive or responsive to: The art critic has an eye for beauty. 
10. with regard or respect to: I'm very pressed for time. 
11. during the continuance of: waiting for days. 12. to 
the extent or amount of: to walk for a mile. 13. in favor 
of; on the side of; on behalf of: My kids are all for saving 
the environment. 14. in place of; instead of: a safe sub- 
Stitute for butter. 15. standing for; meaning the same as: 
What is the Swahili word for “head?” 16. in punishment 
of: payment for the crime. 17. in honor of: a dinner for 
our guest. 18. with the purpose of reaching: Let's start 
for London today. 19. in assignment or attribution to: 
That's for you to decide. 20. such as to allow of or to re- 
quire: The reasons are just too many for separate men- 
tion. 21. such as results in: My motive for going is clear. 
22. as affecting the interests or circumstances of: bad for 
your health. 23. in proportion or with reference to; as 
compared to others of: talt for his age. 24. by reason of; 
because of: to shout for joy. 25. in spite of: Theyre de- 
cent people for alt that. 26. (used to introduce a subject 
in a to + verb or infinitive phrase): It's time for me to go. 
—conj. 27. seeing that; since; because: / couldn't see 
them, for it was almost dark. 

for., an abbreviation of: 1. foreign. 2. forestry. 

forra (f6r’a, fSr’a) /'fərə, 'fowra/ n. [plural a pl. of Fo- 
RUM. 

for-age (f6r/ij, for’-) /‘forid3, 'for-/ n., v., -aged, -ag-ing. 
—n. [noncount] 1. food for horses or cattle; fodder. —v. 
2. to wander or go in search of provisions: [no obj): for- 
aging through the countryside for food. [~ + obj): for- 
aged the countryside for food. 3. [no obj] to search 
about: foraging for supplies. 4. [~ + obj) to obtain by 
foraging: to forage berries. —for’ag-er, n. [count] 

for-ay (for/a, fora) /‘forey, 'forey/ n. [count] 1. a quick 
raid or attack, usually for taking plunder; sortie: a foray 
behind enemy lines. 2. a venture outside one’s custom- 
ary activity: a brief foray into reat estate. 

for-bade (for bad’) /for'bad/ v. a pt. of FORBID. 

forsbear' (for bar’) /for'bear/ v., -bore, -borne, -bear- 
ing. to refrain or abstain from: [no obj): I wanted to ar- 
gue but decided to forbear. [~ + from + obj): shoutd 
forbear from saying cruel things. [~ + verb-ing]: He for- 
bore smoking. 

for-bear?’ (f6r/bar’) /‘for,bear/ n. FOREBEAR. 

for-bear-ance (for bar’ans) /for'beorans/ n. [noncount] 
patience or self-control when annoyed or provoked. 

forbid (fer bid’, for-) /for'bid, for-/ v., -bade or -bad or 
-bid, -bid-den or -bid, -bideding. 1. to command (a per- 
son) not to do something: [~ + obj + obj): | forbid you 
entry to this house. [~ + obj + to + verb]: forbade mie 
to see him again. 2. [~ + obj) to prohibit (something): 
to forbid smoking in public places. 3. [~ + obj] to pre- 
vent: Loyalty forbids any further comment. 
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for-bid-ding (far bid/ing, for-) /for'bidin, for-/ adj. grim; 
threatening: a forbidding frown. —for-bid/ding-ly, adv. 

force (fors, fōrs) /fors, fowrs/ n., v., forced, forc-ing. 
—n. 1. [noncount) physical power or strength: to pull 
with alt one's force. 2. (noncount] strength used upon an 
object; physical coercion; violence: to use force to open a 
door. 3. [noncount] strength; energy; power: the force of 
the waves. 4. [noncomnt] persuasive power; power to in- 
fluence or convince: the force of an argument. 5. Often, 
forces. [plural] the military or fighting strength, esp. of a 
nation: armed forces. 6. (count) any body of persons 
combined for joint action: a sales force. 7. Physics. a. 
[noncount) an influence on a body or system, producing 
or tending to produce a change in movement: the meas- 
urement of the amount of force used. b. (count; usually 
Singular] the intensity of such an influence: a force of 
300 newtons. 8. [count] any influence or agency that is 
similar to physical force in having or producing change 
or movement: social forces. —v. [~ + obj] 9. [~ + obj 
+ to + verb] to compel, constrain, or make (someone) 
to do something: The police forced him to confess. 10. 
to drive or propel against resistance: to force one’s way 
through a crowd. 11. to bring about or effect by force: 
We'll have to force a solution. 12. to obtain or draw forth 
by or as if by force; extort: to force a confession. 13. to 
break open (a door, lock, etc.): The thieves forced the 
window. ——Idiom. 14. in force, a. in operation; effec- 
tive: a rule no longer in force. b. in large numbers: The 
army attacked in force. ——Related Words. Force is a 
noun and a verb, ForceFrut is an adjective: The police 
used force to subdue the prisoner. The police forced him 
to confess. She is a forceful speaker. 

forced (fdrst, först) /forst, fowrst/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] enforced; compulsory: forced labor. 2. [before a 
noun] done suddenly of necessity: a forced helicopter 
fanding. 3. unnatural; false: a forced smile. 

force/’-feed’, v. [~ + obj (+ obj)], -fed, -feed-ing. 1. 
to force to ingest food. 2. to force to learn: force-fed mil- 
itary discipline. 

force-ful (fors/fal, fors’-) /‘forsfal, 'fowrs-/ adj. power- 
ful; vigorous: a forceful blow; a forceful speech. 
—force/’ful-ly, adv. —force/ fulness, n. [noncount] 

for-ceps (f6r/saps, -seps) /'forsaps, -seps/ n. [piiral) an 
instrument for grasping objects firmly, as in surgical 
operations. 

for-ci-ble (fôr/sə bal, for/-) /'forsabal, 'fowr-/ adj. 1. 
done or effected by force: forcible entry. 2. powerfully ef- 
fective: a forcible response. —for/cibly, adv. 

ford (ford, ford) /ford, fowrd/ n. [count] 1. a place 
where a river can be crossed by wading. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to cross (a river, stream, etc.) at a ford: The wagons 
managed to ford the stream. 

fore’ (for, for) /for, fowr/ adj. [before a nonn) 1. situ- 
ated in front: the fore part of a boat. —adv. 2. at or to- 
ward the front of a vessel; forward. —n. [count; usually 
singular] 3. the forepart of anything; front. —-Idiom. 4. 
fore and aft, in, at, or to both ends of a ship. 5. to the 
fore, into a conspicuous place or position. 

fore? (fôr, för) /for, fowr/ interj. (used as a cry of warn- 
ing by a golfer to persons in danger of being struck by a 
ball in flight). 

fore-, prefix. fore- is attached to nouns and means: 1. 
before (in space, time, condition, etc.): fore- + -cast 7 
forecast (= prediction before weather comes); fore- + 
taste ~ foretaste (= a taste before the event takes 
place); fore- + warn ~ forewarn (= to warn ahead of 
time). 2. front: fore- + head 7 forehead (= front of the 
head). 3. preceding: fore- + father ~ forefather (= fa- 
ther that came before). 4. superior: fore- + man 7 fore- 
man (= superior to the other workers). 

foreesarm! (fôr/ärny/, fōr/-) /‘for,arm, ‘fowr-/ n. [count] 
the part of the arm between the elbow and the wrist. 

fore-arm? (fôr arm’, fōr-) /for'arm, fowr-/ v. [~ + obj) 
to prepare beforehand, esp. for difficulties. 

foreebear or forbear (fôr/bâr/, fdr/-) 
'fowr-/ n. [count] ancestor; forefather. 

fore-bod-ing (fôr bōd/ing, för-) /for'bowdin, fowr-/ n. a 
strong inner feeling of future misfortune or evil: [non- 
count]: It was a sense of foreboding. (count): felt fore- 
bodings alt day. 

fore-cast (for/kast’, fōr7-) /'for kæst, 'fowr-/ v., -cast or 
-cast-ed, -cast-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to predict (a fu- 
ture condition or occurrence): The weatherman had fore- 
cast a heavy snowfall. 2. to make a prediction about: He 
forecast great problems for the future. [~ + (that) 
clause]: forecast that we would have great problems. 
—n. [count] 3. a prediction of future weather conditions. 


l'for bear, 


forecastie to forge 


4. a guess or prediction as to something in the future: 
economic forecasts. —fore/cast/er, n. [count] 

fore-cas-tle (fdk/sal, fôr/kas/əl, för/-) /‘fowksol, 
'for,kuesal, 'fowr-/ im. [count] a structure sticking up at or 
immediately aft of the bow of a vessel. 

fore-close (for kldz’, fdr-) /for'klowz, fowr-/ v., 
-closed, -clos-ing. (of a bank) to take possession of 
(property or holdings bought with a mortgage): [no obj): 
The bank foreclosed on them. [~ + obj]: to foreclose a 
mortgage. 

fore-clo-sure (for kld/zhar, for-) /for'klow3ar, fowr-/ n. 
the act of foreclosing a mortgage or pledge: [noncount): 
risk of foreclosure. [count]: many foreclosures this year. 

fore-fa-ther (for/fa/ther, f6r7-) /‘for,fador, ‘'fowr-/ n. 
[count] an ancestor; progenitor. 

fore-fin-ger (for/fing’gar, fdr’-) /for,fingor, 'fowr-/ n. 
[count] the finger next to the thumb. 

fore-foot (for/foot’, for/-) /'for, fout, 'fowr-/ n. [count], pl. 
-feet. one of the front feet esp. of a four-legged animal. 

fore-front (for/frunt’, fōr/-) /‘forfrant, ‘fowr-/ n. 
[count; usually singular] the foremost part or place: the 
forefront of a literary movement. 

fore-go (for g7, for-) /for'gow, fowr-/ v., -went, -gone, 
-go-ing. FORGO. 

fore-go-ing (for gd/ing, for-) /for'gowin, fowr-/ adj. 
[before a noun) previously stated, written, or occurring: 
mentioned in the foregoing paragraph. 

fore’gone’ conclu/sion, n. [count] a conclusion or 
result that will occur under any circumstances: H's a fore- 
gone conclusion that you won't be hired since you are 
not qualified. 

fore-ground (for/ground’, for/-) /‘for,grawnd, 'fowr-/ n. 
[count; usually singular] 1. the portion of a scene near- 
est to the viewer. 2. a prominent or important position; 
forefront. 

fore-hand (fér/hand’, fōr/-) /'for,hænd, 'fowr-/ adj. 1. 
(in tennis, squash, etc.) of, relating to, or being a stroke 
made with the palm of the hand facing the direction of 
movement. —n. [count] 2. (in tennis, squash, etc.) a 
forehand stroke. 

fore-head (for/id, -hed’, for/-) /‘forid, -,hed, ‘for-/ nm. 
[count] the part of the face above the eyebrows; brow. 

for-eign (for/in, for’-) /‘forin, ‘for-/ adj. 1. of or coming 
from another country or nation; not domestic or native: 
foreign cars. 2. [before a noun] of or relating to contact 
or dealings with other countries: foreign trade deficit. 3 
[before a noun] not belonging to the place or body 
where found: some foreign matter in my soup. 4. not re- 
lated to or connected with the thing under consideration: 
an issue foreign to our discussion. 

for-eign-er (f6r’a nor, for/-) /‘foranar, 'for-/ m. [count] a 
person from a foreign country. 

for/eign ex-change’, n. [noncount] the system under 
which the money of one country is exchanged for money 
from another. 

fore-knowl-edge (f6r/nol/ij, fSr7-) /for,nolid3, 'f owr-/ 
n. [noncount] knowledge of something before it occurs. 

fore-leg (for/leq’, for/-) /‘for,leg, ‘fowr-/ n. [count] ei- 
ther of the front legs of a four-legged animal. 

forelimb (for/lim’, f6r/-) /‘for,lim, 'fowr-/ n. [count] a 
front limb of an animal. 

fore-lock (for/lok’, for/-) /‘for,lok, 'fowr-/ m. [count] a 
lock of hair growing from the front part of the head. 

foresman (for/man, for/-) /‘formon, 'fowr-/ or -womean 
(-woom/an) /-,womon/ or -per.son (-pur/san) /-,p3rson/ n. 
[count], pt -men or -wom-en or -per-sons. 1. a person 
in charge of a group of workers. 2. the member of a jury 
who is selected to speak for all the jurors on the panel. 
fore-mast (for/mast’, fOr/-; Nautical. -mast) /‘for,mest, 
'fowr-; Nautical. -most/ n. [count] the mast nearest the 
bow of a vessel. 

fore-most (fôr/mõst/, -mast, fOr/-) /‘forsmowst, -mast, 
'fowr-/ adj., adv. first in place, rank, or importance: 
brought in the foremost surgeons; to put one’s Studies 
forernost. 

fore-ename (for/nam/’, for/-) /‘foryneym, ‘fowr-/ n. 
[count] a name that precedes the family name or sur- 
name; first name. 

fo-ren-sic (fa ren/sik, -zik) /fo'rensik, -z1k/ adj. 1. relat- 
ing to or used in legal proceedings or in debate: forensic 
ntedicine; forensic evidence. —n. 2. forensics, [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] the art of formal de- 
bate. —fo-ren/si-cal-ty, adv. 

fore-part (f6r/part’, for7-) /for,purt, ‘fowr-/ n. [court] 
the first, front, or early part. 
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foreplay (for/pla’, for’-) /‘for,pley, 'fowr-/ n. [non- 
count] sexual activity preceding intercourse. 

forerunner (fdr/run/ar, fdr/-, fOr runfer, for-) 
/for,ranor, 'fowr-, for'ranor, fowr-/ n. [count] 1. person 
or thing that is similar to something that comes or hap- 
pens after. 2. a person or thing that is an omen, Sign, or 
indication of something to follow; portent. 

fore-see (for sé’, for-) /for'siy, fowr r I se Oley, 
-saw, -seen, -see-ing. to sense or know in advance: 
foresaw no problems. [~ + (that) clause]: foresaw that 
there would be great famine. 

fore-see-a-ble (for sé/a bal, for-) /for'siyabal, fowr-/ 
adj. that can be sensed or known in advance: the fore- 
seeable future. 

foreshadow (for shad/6, fdr-) /for'fædow, fowr-/ v. 
[~ + obj] to show or indicate beforehand: work that 
foreshadowed later inventions. 

fore-short-en (for shôr/tn, for-) /for'fortn, fowr-/ v. [~ 
+ obj] to make more compact; shorten. 

fore-sight (fdr/sit/, for’-) /'forsayt, ‘fowr-/ m. [non- 
count] 1. care or provision for the future: Through lack 
of foresight | had run out of money. 2. the act or power 
of foreseeing; knowledge or insight of the future; fore- 
knowledge. 

fore-skin (for/skin’, for/-) /‘for,skin, ‘fowr-/ n. [non- 
count] the skin covering the tip of the penis. 

for-est (for/ist, for’-) /'forist, 'for-/ n. [count] 1. a large 
area of land covered with trees and underbrush; woods. 
See illustration at Lanoscare. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to grow 
forest on: to forest the land. —for/est-ed, adj. 

fore-stall (fdr stô, for-) /fowr'stol, for-/ v. [~ + obj] 
to prevent, hinder, or thwart by taking action in advance: 
They forestalled a request for a raise by increasing medi- 
cal benefits. 

for-esteaetion (f6r/a sta’shan, for’-) /,fora'steyfon, ,for-/ 
n. [noncount] the planting of forests. 

for-est-er (fOr’a ster, for’-) /'forəstər, ‘for-/ n. [count] 
an expert in forestry. 

for’/est rang/er, n. [count] a government officer who 
guards and cares for public forests. 

for-est-ry (for’a stré, for/-) /‘forastriy, ‘for-/ m. [non- 
count] the science of planting and taking care of trees 
and forests. 

fore-taste (for/tast’, fSr/-) /‘for,teyst, 'fowr-/ n. [count; 
usually singular] a sample of something to come in the 
future. 

fore-tell (for tel’, fGr-) /for'tel, fowr-/ v., -told, -tell-ing. 
to tell of beforehand; predict; prophesy: [~ + obj]: Who 
can foretell the future? [~ + (that) clause]: The prophet 
foretold that the kingdom would be attacked. 

fore-thought (for/thdt’, for/-) /‘for,8ot, 'fowr-/ n. [non- 
count] a thinking about a situation beforehand: an es- 
cape plan prepared with foretlrougnht. 

for-ev-er (fôr ev/ar, far-) /for'evor, for-/ adv. 1. without 
ending; for all time; eternally: She's gone forever. 2. [of 
ten: be + ~ + verb-ing] continually; incessantly; always: 
He is forever complaining. —n. [noncount] 3. a seem- 
ingly endless period of time: Don't spend forever on the 
phone. 

forevermore (fOr ev/ar môr’, -mōr, 
/for,evor'mor, -'mowr, for-/ adv. forever hereafter. 

forewarn (fôr worn’, fōr-) /for'worn, fowr-/ v. to warn 
in advance: [~ + obj]: Thunder forewarned us of the 
coming storm. [~ + obj + of + obj): We forewarned 
him of the danger. [~ + obj + (that) clause]: He was 
forewarned that his effort was useless. 

foreword (fOr/wird’, -ward, fōr/-) /‘for,ward, -word, 
'fowr-/ n. [count] an introductory statement in a book, 
esp. when written by someone other than the author. 
Compare AFTERWORD. 

for-feit (for/fit) /‘forfit/ n. [count] 1. an act of forfeiting. 
—y. 2. to (cause to) lose or become liable to lose, be- 
cause of a failure to do something: [~ + obj]: She for- 
feited the match by refusing to play. [no obj): had to for- 
feit because she couldn't continue the match. 

for-fei-ture (for/fi char) /‘forfitfor/ nm. [noncount) an act 
of forfeiting: the forfeiture of his life. 

for-gave (fər gav’) /for'geyv/ v. pt. of FORGIVE. 

forge’ (forj, forj) /ford3, fowrd3/ v., forged, forg-ing, 1. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to form by heating and hammering: 
The blacksmith forged the horseshoe. 2. to form or 
make, esp. by concentrated effort; produce: The two 
sides managed to forge a treaty. 3. to make a forgery of: 
He forged our signatures. —n. [count] 4. a fireplace or 
furnace in which metal is heated before shaping. 
—forg/er, n. [count] 
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forge’ (forj, forj) /ford3. fowrd3/ v. [no obj], forged, 
forg-ing. to move ahead slowly and steadily: fo forge 
through dense underbrush; forged ahead and finished 
the work. 

for-ger-y (for/ja rē, fOr/-) /‘ford3oriy, ‘fowr-/ n., pl. 
-ger-ies. 1. [nonconrt] the crime of falsely making or 
changing writing or a signature: Convicted of forgery. 2. 
[count] a piece of writing so made or altered: That signa- 
ture is an obvious forgery. 3. [count] any piece of work 
falsely claimed to be genuine: Several paintings were for- 
geries. 

for-get (far get’) /for'get/ v., -got (-got’) /-‘gnt/ got-ten 
(-got/n) /-'gntn/ or -got, -get-ting. 1. [usually not: be + 
~-ing] to cease to remember; be unable to recall: [~ + 
obj): | have forgotten your name. [~ + (that) clause]: | 
forgot that we had a meeting. 2. [usually not: be + 
~ing] to neglect unintentionally: [~ + obj]: lm sorry I 
forgot our appointment. [~ + about + obj): | forgot 
about the meeting. [~ + to + verb]: | forgot to lock the 
gate. 3. [~ + obj] to leave behind unintentionally: to for- 
get the car keys. 4. [~ (+ about) + obj] to take no note 
of (often used in commands): Forget (about) cooking; 
lets eat out. 5. to stop thinking of deliberately: [~ + 
obj): | tried to forget the past. [~ + about + obj): | tried 
to forget all about her. —Idiom. 6. forget oneself, [no 
obj] to say or do something improper: / forgot tnyself 
and started shouting. 

for-get-ful (far get/fal) /far'getfal/ adj. 1. apt to forget; 
absent-minded: got forgethil in old age. 2. [be + ~ + 
of) heedless; neglectful: is forgetfil of others. —for- 
get/ful-ly, adv. —for-get/ful-ness, n. (noncount) 

forget/-me-not’, n. [count] a plant having small light- 
blue flowers. 

for-get-ta-ble (far get/ə bal) /far'getabal/ adj. apt to be 
or worthy of being forgotten: a forgettable performance. 

for-give (far giv’) /for'giv/ v., -gave (-gav/) /-'geyv/ 
-giv-en, -giv-ing. —v. [usually not: be + ~-ing] 1. to 
grant pardon for (an offense); absolve: [~ + obj]: to for- 
give a sin. (no obj): Forgive and go forward. 2. to grant 
pardon to (a person): [~ + obj]: forgave him and told 
him to repent. [~ + obj + obj): forgave him his sins. 3. 
[~ + obj] to cease to feel resentment against: fo forgive 
one’s enemies. 4. [~ + obj] to cancel or remit (a debt, 
obligation, etc.): to forgive the interest owed on a loan. 
—for-give/ness, n. [noncount] —Syn. See EXCUSE. 

for-giv-ing (fər giv’ing) /for'givin/ adj. 1. disposed to 
forgive: in a forgiving mood. 2. [be + ~ + of] offering 
the chance to recover from mistakes: a slope that was 
forgiving of inexperienced skiers. 

forego or forego (fôr gd’) /for'gow/ v. [~ + obj), 
-went, -gone, -go-ing. to give up; abstain from or refrain 
from: / agreed to forgo a raise for this year for a larger 
one next year. 

fork (fôrk) /fork/ n. [count] 1. an instrument having two 
or more points or prongs for holding, lifting, etc., esp. 
one used for handling food: knives, forks, and spoons. 
See illustration at RESTAURANT. 2. something resembling 
this in form, as a farm tool. 3. the point or part at which 
a thing, such as a river or a road, divides into branches. 
4. either of the branches into which a thing divides: 
When the road splits, take the teft fork. —v. 5. [no obj] to 
divide into branches: The road forks up ahead. 6. Infor- 
mal. fork over, out, or up, to deliver; pay; hand over: [~ 
+ overfouVup + obj): Fork over the money now. [~ + 
obj + over/outup): Fork it over. —fork/ful (-fool) /-fol/ 
n. [count], pl. -fuls. 

forked (forkt, for/kid) /forkt, ‘forkid/ adj. 1. having a 
fork or forklike branches: a snake's forked tongue. 
—lIdiom. 2. to speak with or have a forked tongue, 
[no obj) to speak untruthfully. 

fork-lift (fork/lift’) /fork,lift/ n. [count] Also called 
fork/lift truck’. a small vehicle with two power-operated 
prongs at the front that can be slid under heavy loads in 
order to lift and move them, as in warehouses. 

forslorn (for l6rn’) /for'lorn/ adj. 1. miserable, as in 
condition or appearance: a forlorn little cabin in the 
mountains. 2. lonely and sad: gave her father a forlorn 
look. 3. despairing; with no hope: a forlorn atternpt to 
migrate. —for-lorn/ly, adv. 

form (form) /form/ n. 1. [count] the outside appearance 
of a clearly defined area: a triangular form. 2. [count] the 
shape of a thing or person: He could make out a dim 
form in the distance wearing a raincoat. 3. [count] a 
body, esp. that of a human being: That suit really fits 
your form. 4. [count] something that gives or determines 
shape; a mold: poured the cake mix into the forms. 5. 
[count] a particular condition, character, or mode in 
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which something appears: /ce is water in another forin. 
6. [noncount] the manner or style of performing, or co- 
ordinating parts for a pleasing result, as in musical com- 
position; technique: displayed excellent form. 7. [count] 
a document with blank spaces to be filled in with details 
before it is executed: had to fill in a tax formi. 8. [count] 
a formality or ceremony, often with implication of ab- 
sence of real meaning: fle went through the forms of the 
service. 9. [noncount] procedure or conduct, as judged 
by social standards; custom: Good form deniands that 
we go to the wedding. 10. [noncount) physical condition 
or fitness, as for performing: in peak forn. 11. [count] 
a. a particular spelling of a word that occurs in more 
than one spelling: /n I'm, 'm is a form of am. b. a word 
with a particular ending or other change: The word goes 
is a form of go. 12. [count] a grade or class of pupils in 
a British secondary school or in certain U.S. private 
schools. —v. 13. [~ + obj] to construct or frame; put to- 
gether: Form the clay into a bowl. 14. [~ + obj] to 
make or produce: The bitter cold formed ice on the win- 
dow. 15. [no obj] to take or assume form; to be formed 
or produced: /ce began to form on the window. 16. [~ 
+ obj] to give form or shape to; shape; produce: Form 
the dough into squares. 17. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] 
to serve to make up; compose; constitute: Three citizens 
form the review board. 18. [~ + obj] to organize or 
Start; initiate: formed a civilian police board. 19. [~ + 
obj) to place in order; arrange: The drill sergeant formed 
his men into a line. 20. [~ + obj] to shape in the mind: 
She had formed the idea while waiting for a bus. 21. [~ 
+ obj] to develop; establish: He formed the habit of 
looking over the tops of his glasses. 22. [~ + obj] to 
mold or develop by discipline or instructions: For some 
people the military forms character. 23. [~ + obj] to 
produce (a word or class of words) by adding a prefix or 
suffix, combining elements, or changing the shape of the 
word: For many words in English we form the plural by 
adding -s. 

-form-, root. -form- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “form, shape.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONFORM, DEFORM, FORMALIZE, FORMAT, FORMULA, 
MALFORMATION, MULTIFORM, NONCONFORMIST, PERFORM, PLAT- 
FORM, REFORM, TRANSFORM, UNIFORM. 

foremal (for/mal) /‘formal/ adj. 1. [before a noun] being 
in accordance with accepted customs; conventional: Gen- 
eral Lee offered General Grant Ins sword as a formal act 
of surrender. 2. marked by form or ceremony: The re- 
ception was a formal occasion. 3. designed for wear or 
use at elaborate ceremonial or social events: The invita- 
tion specified formal attire. 4. requiring dress suitable for 
elaborate social events: a formal dance. 5. too interested 
in ceremony; prim; decorous: The boss is too formal on 
most occasions. 6. being a matter of form only: more 
than just formal courtesy. 7. made or done in accord- 
ance with procedures that make sure something is valid 
Or proper: got the formal authorization. 8. [before a 
noun] of, relating to, or emphasizing the organization, 
form, Or shape in the parts of a work of art, writing, or 
music: The class analyzed the formal structure of the 
poe. 9. [before a noun) obtained in school; academic: 
received a formal education. 10. of or relating to lan- 
guage use typical of impersonal and official situations, 
obeying standards of correctness, and the avoidance of 
colloquialisms: formal English. 11. being such merely in 
appearance or name: The queen was only the formal 
head of state. —n. [count] 12. a dance or other social 
occasion that requires formal clothes. 13. an evening 
gown: spilling wine on her formal. —for/malely, adv. 
See -FORN-. 

form-al-de-hyde (fôr mal/də hid’, fər-) 
/for'melda,hayd, fər-/ n. [noncount] a toxic gas used 
chiefly in solution as a disinfectant and as a preservative. 

foremal-isty (for mali tē) /for'mæhtiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the condition or quality of being formal; con- 
ventionality: foo mnich formality in the office. 2. (count) 
an established order or method of proceeding: the for- 
malities of the court process. 3. [count] a formal act or 
observance: The receiving line was a necessary formality 
at the wedding. See -FoRN-. 

forsmal-ize (fôr/mə liz’) /'formə,layz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make formal: formalized their spoken 
agreement with a legal contract. See -FORN-. 

foremat (for/mat) /‘formit/ n, v., -mat-ted, -mat-ting. 
—n. [count] 1. the organization, plan, or style of some- 
thing, such as the general appearance of a book, maga- 
zine, Or newspaper. 2. the arrangement of data for com- 
puter input or output. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to plan or 
provide a format for. 4. a. to set the format of: to format 
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a computer document. b. to prepare (a computer disk) 
for writing and reading. See -FORM-. 

for-ma-tion (fôr ma/shan) /for'meyfon/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act or process of forming or the state of being 
formed: the formation of ice. 2. the manner in which a 
thing is formed; formal structure or arrangement: 
[count]: a formation of jet planes. [noncount): planes fly- 
ing in formation. 3. [noncount] development, creation; 
establishment: The Pilgrims’ goal was the formation of a 
colony in the New World. See -FORM-. 

form-a-tive (fôr/mə tiv) /‘formativ/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. giving form or shape: a formative process in manutlac- 
turing. 2. relating to formation, growth, or development: 
a child's formative years. See -FORM-. 

forsmer (fôr/mər) /‘formar/ adj. [before a noun) 1. pre- 
ceding in time; prior or earlier: We had met ona former 
occasion. 2. being the first mentioned of two (distin- 
guished from /atter): The former suggestion was better 
than the latter. 3. having once or previously been; erst- 
while: They welcomed the former president. —n. [non- 
count; the + ~] 4. the one first mentioned: We have two 
dogs, a collie and a beagle; the former is the older. 

forsmer-ly (fôr/mər lē) /‘formarliy/ adv. in time past; in 
an earlier period or age; previously: Zimbabwe was for- 
merly known as Rhodesia. 

form-fitting (forn/fit/ing) /‘form,fitin/ adj. designed to 
fit snugly: a formfitting wet suit. 

Formica (for mi/kə) /for'mayks/ Trademark. [non- 
count] a brand of laminated plastic typically used for 
countertops. 

for-mi-da-ble (f6r/mi də bal) /‘formidabal/ adj. 1. caus- 
ing fear, awe, or concern: a formidable opponent. 2. of 
awesome size, difficulty, etc.: a formidable problemi. 
—for/mi-da-bly, adv. 

form-less (form/lis) /‘formlis/ adj. lacking a definite 
form: shapeless. —form/less-ness, n. [noncount) 

form/ let/ter, n. [count] a standardized letter that can 
be sent to any number of persons. 

foremurla (fôr/myə lə) /'formyələ/ n., pi. -las, -lae (-lē/) 
/-,liy/. 1. [count] a set form of words, as for stating 
something with authority, for indicating procedure to be 
followed, or for use on some ceremonial occasion. 2. 
[count] fixed or conventional method or approach: pro- 
duced her popular novels by a formula. 3. [count] a 
mathematical rule or principle, frequently expressed in 
algebraic symbols: E = mc’ is a formula expressing the 
relationship between matter and energy. 4. [count] an 
expression of the parts or elements of a compound by 
symbols and figures: H,O is the molecular formula for 
water. 5. [count] a recipe or prescription: The formula 
for making that new plastic is a Closely kept secret. 6. 
[noncount] a special nutritive food mixture, esp. of milk 
or milk substitute, for feeding a baby. —for-emusla-ic 
(for/mya 1a7ik) /,formya'leyik/ adj. See -FORM-. 
for-mu-late (fôr/myə lat’) /‘formya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to express as a formula. 2. to devise; 
develop: managed to formulate a peace plan acceptable 
to both sides. —forsmuslaction (for/mya lā/shən) 
/ formywz'leyfan/ n. [noncount): the formulation of policy. 
[count]: formulations of plots. —for/mu-la/tor, n. 
[count] 
for-niecate (fôr/ni kat’) /‘forni,keyt/ v. [no obj], -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. (of two persons not married to each other) to 
have voluntary sexual intercourse. —for-ni-ca-tion (for/- 
ni ka’shan) /,forni'keyfan/ n. Inoncount 
foresake (fôr sak’) /for'scyk/ v. [~ + obj], -sook, 
-sak-en, -sak-ing. 1. to quit.or leave entirely; abandon: 
to forsake one’s family. 2. to forgo: persuaded him to 
forsake smoking. 
for-swear (for swar’) /for'swear/ v. [~ + obj], -swore, 
-sworn, -swear-ing. to promise not to do (something): 
to forswear sinful ways. 
forsythia (fôr sith’é ə, for-) /fər'sıðiyə, for-/ n. 
[count], pl. -syth-ieas. a shrub having yellow flowers that 
blossom in early spring. 
fort (fort, fort) /fort, fowrt/ n. [count] 1. a location oc- 
cupied by troops and surrounded by defensive works. 2. 
any permanent army post. —Idiom. 3. hold the fort, 
a. to defend one’s position against attack or criticism: 
held the fort against the attacks of the enemy. b. to 
maintain the existing state of affairs: Hold the fort until 
we get back from lunch. See -FORT-. 

-fort-, root. -fort- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “strong; strength.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: COMFORT, DISCOMFORT, EFFORT, FORT, FORTE, 
FORTIFY, FORTITUDE, FORTRESS, UNCOMFORTABLE. 
forte’ (fôrt, (Ort, tOr/ta) /fort, fowrt, 'fortey/ n. (count; 
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usually singular) a field in which one excels; strong point: 
His forte is mathematics. See -FORT-. 

for-te? (for/ta) /'fortey/ Music. —adj. 1. loud (opposed to 
piano). —adv. 2. loudly. See -FORT-. 

forth (forth, forth) /for8, fowr0/ adv. 1. onward or out- 
ward: forward or away: rode forth to do battle. 2. out; 
into view: Decency shines forth in his every action. 

forth-com-ing (forth’kum/ing, fOrth’-) /‘forO'kamin, 
'fowr0-/ adj. 1. [before a noun] about to appear; ap- 
proaching in time: the forthcoming concert. 2 [lore se 4 
ready or available: Help will be forthcoming whenever 
you ask. 3. frank and cooperative: She was forthcoming 
in her testimony. 

forth-right (f6rth/rit’, forth’-) /‘forO,rayt, ‘fowr6-/ adj. 
going straight to the point; direct: forthright: answers. 
—forth/right/ly, adv. —forth/right/ness, n. [noncount) 

forthwith (forth’with’, -with’, fōrth/-) /,forO8'wi8, -'wid, 
fowr@-/ adv. immediately: The action is suspended 
forthwith. 

for-ti-fi-ca-tion (f6r/ta fi kā/shən) /,fortofi'keyfan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the process or act of fortifying. 2. [count] 
something that forties or protects. 3. Often, 
fortifications. [plura military works constructed in or- 
der to defend or strengthen a position. 

for-ti-fy (for/ta fi’) /'forta,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to increase the defenses of: They went about for- 
tiying the besieged town. 2. to impart strength or vigor 
to: had fortified myself with a good breakfast. 3. to in- 
crease the effectiveness of, such as by additional ingredi- 
ents: to fortify a diet with vitamins. 4. to strengthen men- 
tally or morally: fortified by faith. See -FORT-. 

for-tis-siemo (fôr tis’a mG’) /for'tisa,mow/ Music. —adj. 
1. very loud. —adv. 2. very loudly. See -FORT-. 

for-ti-tude (f6r/ti tõod/, -tydod/) /‘forti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. 
[noncount] mental and emotional strength in facing diffi- 
culty and danger courageously: /t took fortitude to live on 
the frontier. See -FORT-. 

fortnight (f6rt/nit’) /‘fort,nayt/ n. [count] a period of 
fourteen nights and days; two weeks. —fort/night/ly, 
adj., adv. 

for-tress (fdr/tris) /‘fortris/ n. [count] 1. a fort or group 
of forts often including a town; citadel. 2. any place of 
exceptional security; stronghold: a little fortress of their 
own deep in the woods. See -FORT-. 

for-tusietous (fôr td0/i tas, -tydo’-) /for'tuwitas, -'tyuw-/ 
adj. 1. happening or produced by chance; accidental: a 
fortuitous encounter. 2. fortunate: The money came ata 
fortuitous moment. —for-tu/ittous-ly, adv. —for-tu/t- 
tous’ness, n. [noncount) See -FORTUN-. 

-fortun-, root. -fortun- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “by chance; luck.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: FORTUITOUS, FORTUNATE, FORTUNE, MISFOR- 
TUNE, UNFORTUNATE. 

for-tuenate (fôr/chə nit) /‘fortfanit/ adj. 1. receiving 
good from uncertain or unexpected sources; lucky: You 
were very fortunate to escape from that explosion. 2. 
bringing or indicating good fortune: a fortunate decision 
to buy. —for/tuenatesly, adv. See -FORTUN-. 

for-tune (fdr/chon) /'fortfan/ n. 1. [count] wealth; 
riches: inherited a fortune. 2. [noncount] chance; luck: 
They had the bad fortune to go bankrupt. 3. fortunes, 
[plural varied occurrences of a person’s life: a reversal of 
fortunes. 4. [count] fate; destiny; future. See -FORTUN-. 

for/tune cook/ie, n. [count] a folded edible wafer con- 
taining a slip of paper with a printed saying or prediction. 

for/tune-tell’er, n. [count] a person who claims the 
ability to predict the future. —for/tune-tell’ing, n. [non- 
count) 

for-ty (for/té) /‘fortiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. [count] 1. a 
cardinal number, ten times four. 2. a symbol for this 
number, as 40 or XL. 3. forties, the numbers from 40 
through 49, as in referring to the years of a lifetime or of 
a century or to degrees of temperature. —adj. [before a 
noun] 4 amounting to 40 in number. —for/ti-eth, adj., 
n. [count] 

for/ty-five/, n. [count] 1. a .45-caliber handgun or its 
cartridge (often written as .45). 2. a 7-inch phonograph 
record played at 45 r.p.m. (often written as 45). 

for-ty-nin-er (for/té ni/nər) /,fortiy'naynar/ n. [count] a 
person participating in the California gold rush in 1849. 

for/ty winks’, n. [noncount] a short nap. 

forum (for/am, f6r%am) /'foram, 'fowrəm/ n. [count], pl. 
fo-rums, fo-ra (fOr/a, för/ə) /‘fora, 'fowrə/. 1. the mar- 
ketplace or public square of an ancient Roman city. 2. a. 
a meeting place for or a means through which discussion 
of matters of public interest can be conducted: The mag- 
azine is a forum for various political views. b. a public 
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meeting or assembly for such discussion. c. a discussion 
of a public issue by a select group. 

for-ward (for/ward) /'forward/ adv. Also, forwards. 1. 
toward or to what is in front, in the future, or in advance: 
from this day forward. 2. into view or consideration; 
forth: She brought forward a good suggestion. —adj. 3. 
[before a noun) directed toward a point in advance: a 
forward motion. 4. [before a noun) being in a condition 
of advancement: a forward step in his career. 5. bold; 
unruly and impolite: a rude, forward child. 6. [before a 
noun) situated in the front: the forward part of the ship. 
7. of, into, or for the future: a forward price. —n. [count] 
8. a player stationed in front of others on a team, as in 
basketball or hockey. —v. [~ + obj) 9. to send onward, 
esp. to a new address: The post office forwarded our 
letters. 10. to help onward; promote: forwarding one’s 
career. 11. to cause to advance: to forward a tape on a 
VCR. —for’wardeness, n. [(noncount) 

for-went (for went’) /for'went/ v. pt. of FORGO. 

fos-sil (fos’al) /'fosal/ n. [count] 1. the preserved 
remains, or an imprint, of an organism from a former 
age. 2. a very outdated or old-fashioned person or thing. 
—adj. [before a noun] 3. of the nature of a fossil: fossil 
insects. 4. formed from the remains of prehistoric life: 
Coal and oil are fossil fuels. 

fos-sil-ize (fos’a liz’) /‘fosa,layz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to 
convert into or become a fossil: [no obj): Those speci- 
mens will fossilize. [~ + obj): Those specimens were 
fossilized by the passing of time. 2. [~ + obj; often: be 
+ ~-ed] to cause to become out-of-date: fossilized social 
attitudes. —fos-sil-i-za-tion (fos’a lə za/shan) /,foso- 
la'zeyfan/ n. Lnoncount) 

fos-ter (f6/star, fos/tar) /'fostar, 'fostər/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to promote the growth or development of: to foster new 
ideas. 2. to bring up; rear: to foster an abandoned child. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. providing or receiving parental 
care despite the absence of relationship by blood or law: 
a foster home; foster children. 

fought (f6t) /fot/ v. pt. and pp. of FIGHT. 

foul (foul) /fawl/ adj. 1. offensive to the senses; disgust- 
ing: a foul smell from the river. 2. marked by offensive 
matter or qualities: The city air had become foul with 
pollution. 3. very dirty; filthy: foul rags. 4. clogged with 
foreign matter: a foul pipeline. 5. stormy; inclement: founl 
weather. 6. angry; irritable: in a fonl temper. 7. morally 
offensive: the foul crime of murder. 8. profane; obscene: 
foul language. 9. contrary to the rules or practices, as in 
a sport or game. —adv. 10. in a foul manner. —n. 
(count) 11. a violation of the rules of a sport or game: 
disqualified for too many fouls. —v. 12. [~ + obj) to 
make foul; defile; soil: a river fouled with pollution. 13. 
[~ + obj} to clog; obstruct: The valves were fouled with 
dirt. 14. to (cause to) become entangled or caught, such 
as a rope: [no obj): The ropes fouled in the wind. [~ + 
obj): The wind and tides fouled the ropes. 15. [~ + obj) 
to dishonor; disgrace: Scandal fouled his good name. 
16. [no obj) to commit a foul in a sport or game. 17. 
foul up, to make a mess; bungle: [no obj): really fouled 
up during the interview. [~ + up + obj): really fouled up 
the interview. [~ + obj + up): had really fouled it up this 
time. —foul/ly, adv. —foul/ness, n. [noncomnt) 

foul-mouthed (foul/mouthd’, -moutht’) /‘fawl'mawad, 
-'maw0t/ adj. using obscene or profane language. 

foul’ play’, n. [noncount] violent mischief, esp. mur- 
der. 

foul’/-up’, n. [count] 1. a condition of disorder brought 
on by inefficiency or stupidity. 2. failure of a mechanical 
part to operate correctly. 

found’ (found) /fawnd/ v. pt. and pp. of FIND. 

found? (found) /fawnd/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to establish on a 
firm or long-lasting basis: She went on to found a new 
company. 2. to provide a firm basis for; ground: a story 
founded on fact. 

foun-da-tion (foun da’shan) /fawn'deyfan/ n. 1. the ba- 
sis or groundwork of anything: [moncount]: The criminal 
charges were without foundation. (count): We need a 
foundation of trust. 2. [count] the base on which some 
structure rests: They poured the concrete for the building 
foundation. 3. [nonconnt] the act of founding: the events 
marking the foundation of the republic. 4. [count] an in- 
stitution financed by a donation or money left after 
someone's death, such as one to aid research. 5. [count 
an undergarment worn to give shape to the body. 
—Syn. See BASE’. 

foun-der' (foun/dar) /‘fawndar/ v. [no obj) 1. to fill with 
water and sink: The ship foundered during the typhoon. 
2. to fail: The project foundered when its supporters quit. 
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foun-der? (foun/dar) /'fawndar/ n. [count] a person who 
founds: the founders of the republic. 

found-ling (found/ling) /‘fawndlin/ n. [count] an infant 
who is found abandoned; a child without a known parent 
or guardian. 

found-ry (foun/dré) /'fawndriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. an 
establishment for casting metal. 

fount (fount) /fawnt/ n. [count] 1. a spring of water; 
fountain. 2. a source: a fount of ideas. See Font'. 

foun-tain (foun’tn) /‘fawntn/ n. [count] 1. the source or 
origin of anything: a fountain of wisdom. 2. an artificial 
jet or stream of water that spouts from an opening or 
structure. 

foun-tain-head (foun’tn hed’) /‘fawntn,hed/ n. [count] 
l. a spring from which a stream flows. 2. a chief source: 
a fountainhead of information. 

foun/tain pen’, n. [count] a pen with a refillable con- 
tainer holding ink that provides a continuous supply of 
ink to its point. 

four (for, for) /for, fowr/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal num- 
ber, three plus one. 2. a symbol for this number, as 4 or 
IV. —adj. [before a noun) 3. amounting to four in num- 
ber. ——Idiom. 4. on all fours, on one’s hands and 
knees. 

four-post-er (f6r/pO/star, for/-) /‘for'powstoar, 'fowr-/ n. 
[count] a bed with four corner posts, such as for sup- 
porting a Canopy. 

four-score (f6r/sk6r’, fOr/skOr’) /'for'skor, 'fowr'skowr/ 
adj. four times twenty; eighty. 

four-some (fér/sam, fGr/-) /'forsom, 'fowr-/ n. [count] 
l. a company or set of four; two pairs. 2. a golf match 
between two pairs of players. 

four-square (for/skwar’, fOr/-) /'for'skweor, 'fowr-/ adj. 
1. firm; forthright: foursquare dedication. —adv. 2. with- 
out equivocation; forthrightly. 

four-teen (for/tén’, för/-) /‘for'tiyn, 'fowr-/ n. 1. a car- 
dinal number, ten plus four. 2. a symbol for this number, 
as 14 or XIV. —adj. [before a noun) 3. amounting to 14 
in number. —four/teenth/, adj., n. [count] 

fourth (forth, forth) /for6, fowr®/ adj. 1. next after the 
third; being the ordinal number for four. 2. being one of 
four equal parts. 3. relating to the gear transmission ra- 
tio at which the drive shaft speed is greater than that of 
third gear. —n. 4. [count] a fourth part, esp. of one ('A); 
QUARTER. 5. [count] the fourth member of a series. 6. 
[noncount) fourth gear. 7. the Fourth, Independence 
Day; the Fourth of July. —adv. 8. in the fourth place. 
—fourth/ly, adv. 

fourth’ class’, n. [noncount) a class of mail consisting 
of merchandise weighing one pound or more and not 
sealed against inspection. —fourth/-class/, adj., adv. 

fourth’ dimen/sion, n. (count; usually singular; nsu- 
ally: the + ~} a dimension, usually time, in addition to 
length, width, and depth. 

fourth’ estate’, n. [noncount; often: the + ~; often: 
Fourth Estate] the journalistic profession. 

Fourth’ of July’, n. [the + ~; proper noun) INDEPEND- 
ENCE Day. 

four’-wheel’ also four’-wheeled’, adj. [before a 
noun) 1. having four wheels. 2. powered by four wheels: 
four-wheel drive. 

fowl (foul) /fawl/ n., pl. fowls, (esp. when thought of as 
a group) fowl. 1. a domestic hen or rooster; chicken. 2. 
any of several other similar birds, such as turkeys or 
pheasants. 

fox (foks) /foks/ n., pl. fox-es, (esp. when thought of as 
a group) fox, v. —n. 1. [count] a small member of the 
dog family having a sharply pointed nose and face and a 
long bushy tail. 2. [noncomnt] the fur of this animal. 3. 
[count] a cunning or crafty person. 4. [count] Slang. an 
attractive young woman. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to trick: foxed 
me out of $10. 

fox-glove (foks/gluv’) /'foks,glav/ n. [count] a plant 
with purple flowers on tall spikes. 

fox-hole (foks’hdl’) /'foks,howl/ n. [count] a pit for one 
or two soldiers dug as a shelter in a battle zone. 
fox-hound (foks%hound’) /'foks,hawnd/ m. [count] a 
breed of hound trained to hunt foxes. 

fox’ ter/rier, n. [count] either of two breeds of small 
terriers with either a wiry or a smooth coat. 

fox’ trot’, n. [count] a ballroom dance with various 
combinations of slow and quick steps. —fox/-trot’, v. 
[no obj), -trot-ted, -trot-ting. 

fox+y (fok/sé) /'foksiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. slyly clever; 
cunning; Crafty: a foxy opponent. 2. Slang. physically at- 
tractive. 
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foy-er (foi/ar, foi7a) /'foyar, 'foyey/ n. [count] 1. the 
lobby of a theater, hotel, or apartment house. 2. an en- 
trance hall in a house or apartment. 

fps, an abbreviation of: 1. feet per second. 2. foot- 
pound-second. 

Fr., an abbreviation of: 1. Father. 2. France. 3. French. 
4. Friar. 5. Friday. 

fr, an abbreviation of: 1. fragment. 2. pl. fr, frs franc. 3. 
from. 

-frac-, root. -frac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “break; broken.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: FRACTIOUS, FRACTURE, FRAGILE, FRAGMENT, FRAIL, 
INFRACTION, REFRACTION. 

fra-cas (fra’kas, frak’as) /'freykos, 'frækəs/ n. (count; 
usually singular] a noisy disturbance; fight. See -FRAC-. 

frac-tion (frak’shon) /‘frekfon/ n. [count] 1. a number 
usually expressed in the form a/b. 2. a part of a whole; 
portion: Only a fraction of the members voted. 3. a very 
small part or segiment: You can now buy this software at 
only a fraction of the original cost. —frac/tion-al, adj. 
See -FRAC-. 

frac-tious (frak’shes) /frekfos/ adj. 
quarrelsome; irritable. —frac/tious-ly, 
tious-ness, n. [voncount) See -FRAC-. 

frac-ture (frak/char) /‘freektfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. the breaking of a bone or cartilage, or the 
resulting condition: a slight fracture of the wrist. 2. a 
break; split: a fracture in relations between the two coun- 
tries. —v. 3. to (cause to) become fractured or broken; to 
(cause to) suffer a fracture in: [no obj]: The arm fractured 
when she fell. {~ + obj]: The bullet fractured his arm. 
See -FRAC-. 

fragile (frajfal) /'fræd3əl/ adj. 1. easily broken or dam- 
aged: a fragile vase. 2. delicate in appearance: fragile 
beauty. 3. lacking in substance or force; flimsy: a fragile 
excuse. —fra-giliety (fra jii tē) /fra'd3ilitiy/ n. Inon- 
count] See -FRAC-. 

frag-ment (n. frag’/mant; v. frag’ment, frag ment’) / n. 
'fregmont; v. ‘fragment, freg'ment/ n. [count] 1. a part 
broken off or detached: fragments of shattered glass. 2. 
an unfinished or isolated part: He had written the book in 
fragments and now had to pull it together. —v. 3. to 
(cause to) collapse or break into pieces or fragments; 
disintegrate: [no obj]: The parchment is likely to frag- 
ment if you touch it. [~ + obj): Outside influences frag- 
mented that culture. 4. [~ + obj] to divide into frag- 
ments: The tactic was to fragment the opposition and 
have them fight among themselves. —frag-men-ta-tion 
(frag/man t&/shen) /,fragmon'teyfon/ n. [noncount] See 
-FRAC-. 
frag-men-tar-y (frag/mən ter/é) /‘fregmon,teriy/ adj. 
consisting of fragments; incomplete: Only fragmentary 
evidence remained. See -FRAC-. 
fra-grance (fra’grans) /'freygrons/ n. [count] 1. a sweet 
or pleasing scent: the fragrance of roses. 2. something, 
as a perfume, having a pleasing scent. 
fra-grant (fragrant) /‘freygrant/ adj. having a pleasing 
scent: a fragrant rose. —fra’grantely, adv. 
frail (fral) /freyl/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having delicate health; 
weak: He was old and frail. 2. easily broken or destroyed; 
fragile: The climber dangled by one frail rope. See -FRAC-. 
frail-ty (fral’té, fra7al-) /'‘freyltiy, 'freyəl-/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount) the quality or state of being frail. 2. [count] a 
fault resulting from moral weakness: the silly human 
frailties. See -FRAC-. 
frame (fram) /freym/ n., v., framed, fram-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a border or case for enclosing a picture, mir- 
ror, etc. 2. a rigid structure formed of joined pieces and 
used as a major support, as in buildings, machinery, and 
furniture: The frame of the car was rusting. 3. a body, 
esp. a human body, with reference to its size or build; 
physique: a large frame. 4. a structure for letting some- 
thing in or enclosing something: a window frame. 5. a 
particular state: an unhappy frame of mind. 6. one of the 
successive pictures on a Strip of film: Most of the frames 
came out all right. —v. [~ + obj) 7. to construct; shape; 
develop; devise; compose: to frame a new constitution. 
8. to cause (an innocent person) to seem guilty: to invent 
false evidence and frame a defendant. 9. to provide with 
or put into a frame: to frame the portrait. —fram/er, n. 
[count] 
frame-up’, n. [count] an act of falsely incriminating an 
innocent person. 
frame-work (frām/wůrk/) /‘freym,wark/ n. [count] 1. a 
skeletal structure designed to support something. 2. a 
frame or structure composed of fitted parts. 
franc (frangk) /frenk/ n. [count] the basic monetary unit 
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of Belgium, Burundi, Djibouti, France, Guinea, Luxem- 
bourg, Madagascar, Rwanda, and Switzerland. 

fran-chise (fran/chiz) /'fræntfayz/ n., v., -chised, -chis- 
ing. —n. 1. [count] a privilege given to an individual or 
company by a government: a franchise to operate a bus 
system. 2. [count] the right or license granted by an or- 
ganization to an individual or group to market its prod- 
ucts or services in a specific territory. 3. [noncount] the 
right to vote. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to grant a franchise to. 

fran-chiesee (fran/chi zé’) /frantfay'ziy/ n. [count] pl. 
-sees. a person or company to whom a franchise is 
granted. 

fran-chis-er (fran’chi zər) /'fræntfayzər/ n. [count] a 
person or company that grants a franchise. Also, fran/- 
chi-sor. 

fran-gi-ble (fran/ja bal) /'frand3abal/ adj. easily broken. 
See -FRAC-. 

frank! (frangk) /frank/ adj., -er, -est. 1. direct; holding 
nothing back: frank criticism. —n. [count] 2. a stamp, 
printed marking, or signature on a piece of mail indicat- 
ing that postal charges have been paid. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to mark (mail) for transmission by a stamp, imprint, or 
signature: Department mail was free and franked through 
the university. —frank/ly, adv.: They spoke freely and 
frankly. —frank/ness, n. [noncount] 

frank? (frangk) /fraenk/ n. [count] a frankfurter. 

frank-furt-er or frank-fort-er (frangk/fer tər) 
/fraenkfortor/ n. [count] a cooked and smoked sausage 
usually of beef or beef and pork that is skinless or ina 
casing. 

frank-inecense (frang’kin sens’) /‘fragkin,sens/ n. 
{noncount] a sweet-smelling substance used chiefly as 
incense. 

fran-tic (fran’tik) /‘frantik/ adj. 1. desperate or wild 
with emotion; frenzied: a mother frantic with worry. 2. 
marked by desperate urgency: a frantic effort to rescue 
the mountain climbers. —fran/ti-calely, adv. 

frap-pé (fra pa’) /fre'pey/ n. [count] a fruit juice mixture 
frozen to a mush. 

frat (frat) /fræt/ n. [count] a fraternity (def. 1). 

-frat-, root. -frat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “brother.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: FRATERNAL, FRATERNITY, FRATRICIDE. 

fra-ter-nal (fra tûr/nl) /fro'tarnl/ adj. 1. of or befitting a 
brother; brotherly. 2. (before a noun] of or being a soci- 
ety of men who are associated in brotherly union, such 
as for mutual aid or benefit: a fraternal order. —fra-ter’- 
nalely, adv. See -FRAT-. 

fra-ter-ni-ty (fra tûr/ni tē) /fra'tarnitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] a social organization of male college students 
usually with secret initiation and rites and a name made 
from Greek letters. 2. [count] a group of persons associ- 
ated by or as if by ties of brotherhood: the medical fra- 
ternity. 3. [noncount) the quality or state of being broth- 
erly; brotherhood. See -FRAT-. 

frat-er-nize (frat/ar niz’) /‘fretornayz/ v. [no obj], 
-nized, -niz-ing. 1. to associate in a friendly way. 2. to 
be friendly with members of a hostile group: fraternizing 
with the enemy. —frat-ereni-za-tion (frat/ar na za/shan) 
/ fretorna'zeyfon/ n. [noncount]) —frat/er-niz/er, n. 
[count] See -FRAT-. 

frateri-cide (fra/’tri sid’, fra7-) /‘fraetri,sayd, 'frey-/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of killing one’s brother. 2. [count] a 
person who kills his or her brother. —frat/ri-cid/al, adj. 
See -FRAT-, -CIDE-. 

Frau (frou) /fraw/ n. [count], pl. Fraueen (frou/an) 
/‘frawon/ Fraus. a German title of respect and term of 
address for a married woman, corresponding to Mrs. 

fraud (frdd) /frod/ n. 1. (noncount] trickery carried out 
for profit or to gain some unfair or dishonest advantage: 
mail fraud. 2. [connt] something that is not what it pre- 
tends: That charity is a fraud. 3. [count] a deceitful per- 
son; impostor. 

fraud-u-lent (frd/ja lant) /'frodzələnt/ adj. characterized 
by, involving, or proceeding from fraud: fraudulent 
schemes. —fraud/ulence, n. [noncount] —fraud/u- 
lent-ly, adv. 

fraught (frôt) /frot/ adj. [be + ~ + with] filled with; ac- 
companied by: a scheme (that is) fraught with danger. 

Fraulein (froi/lin or, often, frd’-, frou’-) /'froylayn or, 
often, ‘fro-, \fraw-/ n. [count], pl. -leins, -lein. a Ger- 
man title of respect and term of address for an unmar- 
ried woman, equivalent to Miss. 

fray: (fra) /frey/ n. (count; usually singular] a prolonged 
conflict, quarrel, or fight. 

fray? (fra) /frey/ v. 1. to (cause to) become worn into 
loose threads at the edge or end: [no obj]: Sweaters of- 
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ten fray at the elbows. [~ + obj]: All that traffic frayed 
the carpet. 2. [~ + obj] to cause strain on: The argu- 
ment frayed everyone's nerves. 

fraz-zle (fraz/al) /‘frazal/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to make physically or mentally fatigued: corn- 
pletely frazzled after the trip. 2. to fray. —n. [count; usu- 
ally singular) 3. worn to a frazzle, completely ex- 
hausted: worn to a frazzle from shopping. 

freak (frék) /friyk/ n. [count] 1. an abnormal, unusual, 
or Strange person, animal, or thing; aberration. 2. a sud- 
den unexpected occurrence: The snowstorm in July was 
a freak of nature. 3. Slang. a. a habitual user; addict: a 
drug freak. b. a devoted fan: a baseball freak. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 4. unusual; odd; irregular: a freak storm. 
—v. 5. to (cause to) become frightened, nervous, or ex- 
cited: [no obj; (~ + out)): | nearly freaked (out) when 1 
heard the news. [~ (+ out) + obj): That surprise test 
freaked (out) most of the students. [~ + obj (+ omt)]: 
That test really freaked them (out). 6. freak out, [no 
obj] Slang. to hallucinate under the influence of a drug: 
to freak out on LSD. —freak/ish, freak/y, adj., -i-er, -i- 
est. 

freck-le (frek/al) /'frekal/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. [count] 
1. a small brownish spot on the skin that may darken on 
exposure to sunlight. —v. 2. to (cause to) be covered 
with freckles: [no obj): She freckles easily. {~ + obj): 
The sun freckled his skin. —freck/ly, adj., -li-er, -li-est. 

free (fré) /friy/ adj., fre-er, fre-est, adv., v., freed, free- 
ing. —adj. 1. enjoying personal rights or liberty: free 
from bondage. 2. existing under, characterized by, or 
having civil and political liberties: the free nations of the 
world. 3. exempt from outside authority, interference, or 
restriction; independent: You have a free choice. 4. [be 
+ ~+ to + verb] able to do something at will or as one 
wishes: They were free to go at any time. 5. clear of ob- 
structions or obstacles; not blocked: a free flow of water. 
6. without engagements or obligations: have free time af- 
ter class. 7. not occupied or in use: The room is free 
now. 8. exempt or released; unburdened: She seems so 
free from worry. 9. provided without a charge: free park- 
ing. 10. loose; unattached: Tie the free end of the rope 
to the dock. 11. lacking self-restraint; loose: He was a hit- 
lle too free and easy toward women. 12. ready or gener- 
ous in giving; not holding back: free spending. 13. not 
literal; not exact; loose: a free translation of the speech. 
—adv. 14. in a free manner; freely. 15. loose; no longer 
restrained or held back: The button came free and felt 
off. —v. 16. [~ + obj] to set at liberty: The enemy freed 
the hostages. 17. [~ + obj + from + obj] to exempt or 
deliver: hoped his new invention would free his people 
from hunger. 18. [~ + obj + of + obj] to relieve or rid: 
to free oneself of responsibility. 19. to disengage; clear: 
[~ + obj]: If you hold these packages I can free my arm 
and open the door. [~ + obj + from + obj): freed the 
trapped victims fron) the wreckage. 20. free up, a. [~ + 
up + obj) to release, as from restrictions: Can you free 
up some liine to meet with us? b. to disentangle: [~ + 
up + obj): to free up this stuck valve. [~ + obj + up): 
to free it up. —Idiom. 21. for free, without charge: 
They mended my jacket for free. 22. free and clear, 
without any debt or restriction: paid off the mortgage free 
and Clear. 23. set free, to release; liberate: [set + obj 
+ J: set the hostages free. [set + ~ + obj): to set free 
the hostages. 24. with a free hand, generously: do- 
nated money with a free hand. ——-Related Words. FREE 
is an adjective and a verb, FREELY is an adverb, FREEDOM is 
a noun: Are you free tomorrow evening? He worked hard 
to free the slaves from captivity. You may speak freely; 
you're among friends. We need some freedom of choice. 

-free, suffix. -free is attached to nouns to form adjectives 
with the meaning “not containing (the noun mentioned); 
without": sugar + -free ~ sugar-free (= not containing 
Sugar); trouble + -free ~ trouble-free (= without trou- 
ble). 

free-base or free-base (fré/bas’) /'friy,beys/ v., 
-based, -bas-ing 1. [~ + obj] to purify (cocaine) by dis- 
solving under heat with ether. 2. [no obj] to smoke free- 
based cocaine. 

free-bie or free-bee (fré/bé) /'friybiy/ n. (count) Infor- 
mal. something given for free. 

free-dom (fré/dam) /'friydəm/ n. 1. the state of being 
free or at liberty: [moncount): freedom of the press. 
[count]: They believe in the same freedoms as we do. 2. 
[noncount] political or national independence: fighting 
for freedom. 3. [noncount] personal liberty: stories of 
slaves who bought their freedom. 4. (noncount) the ab- 
sence of or release from ties or obligations: He wanted 
his freedom, but she wanted a commitment. 5. (non- 
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count] ease or facility of movement or action: This loose- 
fitting jacket gives the wearer inore freedom. 6. (non- 
count) frankness of manner or speech: They spoke with 
freedom about their love. 7. (count) a liberty taken: 
Youre taking some freedoms with the truth there (= 
Youre not really telling the truth). 8. (count; usually sin- 
gular) the right or access of use: We gave them the free- 
dom of our apartment during their stay. 

free’ en/’terprise, n. (noncount] the doctrine or sys- 
tem that a capitalist economy can regulate itself in a 
competitive market on the basis of supply and demand 
with a minimum of governmental regulation. 

free’ fall’, n. [noncount] the fall of a body such that 
the only force acting upon it is gravity. 

free/-for-all/, n. (count) a fight, argument, or contest 
that is open to everyone and usually without rules. 

free’ hand’, n. (count; singular) unrestricted freedom 
or authority: They gave the director a free hand to cut the 
budget wherever she wanted. 

free-hand (fré/hand’) /‘friy,hand/ adj. 1. drawn or done 
by hand without guiding instruments, measurements, or 
other aids: a freehand map. —adv. 2. in a freehand man- 
ner: lo draw freehand. 

free-lance or free-lance (fré/lans’) /'friy,lens/ n., v., 
-lanced, -lance-ing, adj., adv. —n. 1. [count] Also, free/’- 
lane’er. a person who sells work or services to employ- 
ers as needed. —v. [no obj] 2. to act or work as a free- 
lance. —adj. 3. of or relating to a freelance or to free- 
lancing: freelance writing. —adv. 4. as a freelance: She 
works freelance. 

free-load (fré/ldd/) /'friy,lowd/ v. [no obj) Infortnal. to 
take advantage of the generosity of others: freeloading 
off his friend. —free/load/er, n. [count] 

free’ love’, n. [(noncount) sexual relations without 
commitment by the participants. 

freely (fré/lé) /‘friyliy/ adv. 1. frankly and without fear: 
freely admitted he was the culprit. 2. without limiting or 
restraining: He spent freely on the project. 3. not re- 
stricted: Once / took the tnedicine | could move my arm 
freely. 

freeman (fré/man) /'friyman/ n. [count], pl. -men. 1. a 
person who is free; a person who enjoys personal, civil, 
or political liberty. 2. a person who is entitled to citizen- 
ship. 

free-stand-ing (fré/stan/ding) /'‘friy'standin/ adj. unat- 
tached to a supporting unit or background; standing 
alone. 

free-think-er (fré/thing’kar) /'friy'@inkar/ n. [count] a 
person of independent opinions, esp. in religious 
matters. —free/think/ing, adj., n. (noncount) 

free’ trade’, n. [noncount) international trade that is 
free from protective duties and quotas and subject only 
to such tariffs as are needed for revenue. 

free’ verse’, n. (noncount) verse with no fixed metrical 


pattern. 

free-way (fré/wa’) /‘friy,wey/ n. (count) an express 
highway with no intersections. 

free-wheel-ing = (fré”hwe/ling, -wé/-) /'friy'hwiylip, 


-'wiy-/ adj. [before a noun) not held back by rules or 
conventions: a freewheeling lifestyle. 

free’ will’, n. (noncount) free and independent choice: 
voluntary decision. 

free-will (fré/wil’) /'friy'wil/ adj. voluntary: a freewill 
choice. 

freeze (fréz) /friyz/ v., froze (frōz) /frowz/ fro-zen (frd7- 
zən) /‘frowzan/ freez-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) be- 
come hardened into ice or into a solid body: [no obj): 
Salt water freezes at a lower temperature than fresh wa- 
ter. [~ + obj): The cold wilt freeze the pond. 2. to (cause 
to) become hard with cold: [no obj): The meat wil! freeze 
in a few hours. [~ + obj): wilt freeze the meat solid. 3. 
to (cause to) suffer the effects or sensation of intense 
cold: [no obj): We froze until the heat came on. [~ + 
obj): Those cold winter nights froze us. 4. (no obj] to be 
of the degree of cold at which water freezes: /t may 
freeze tonight if the temperature drops. 5. to lose 
warmth of feeling: [no obj): My heart froze when | heard 
the news. [~ + obj): The news froze my heart. 6. [no 
obj] to become speechless or immobilized, as through 
fear: When he got up in front of the huge audience he 
froze. 7. to (cause to) stop suddenly and remain motion- 
less: [no obj): | froze when I heard the souud. {~ + obj): 
The snap of a twig behind him froze him in his tracks. 8. 
to (cause to) become blocked or obstructed by the for- 
mation of ice: [no obj): The water pipes froze. [~ + obj): 
The cold froze the pipes. 9. [no obj] to work or function 
badly because of cold: [no obj]: The engine froze during 


freeze-dry to friendly 


the night and wouldn't Start. 10. to (cause to) become 
fixed or stuck to something by or as if by the action of 
frost: [no Obj]: The sled froze to the sidewalk. [~ + obj): 
The wiper was frozen to the windshield. 11. [no obj; = tf 
+ up)] to become unfriendly or secretive: She froze up 
when we questioned her. 12. [~ + obj) to fix (rents, 
prices, etc.) at a specific amount, usually by government 
order: Why is it that wages are frozen while prices rise? 
13. [~ + obj] to stop or limit production or use of: an 
agreement to freeze nuclear weapons. 14. [~ + obj] to 
prevent (assets) from being sold or collected: The gov- 
ernment froze their accounts. 15. freeze over, [no obj) 
to become coated with ice: The highway froze over. —n. 
[count; usually singular] 16. an act or instance of freez- 
ing; the state of being frozen. 17. a period of very cold 
weather: A freeze set in. 18. a legislative action to con- 
trol prices, rents, production, etc.: imposed a wage 
freeze. 19. a decision by one or more nations to stop or 
limit production or development of weapons: calling for a 
freeze on nuclear weapons. 

freeze/’-dry’, v. [~ + obj], -dried, -dry-ing. to pre- 
serve by freezing and then drying in a vacuum: fo freeze- 
dry coffee. 

freez-er (fré/zar) /‘friyzor/ n. [count] a refrigerator, re- 
frigerator compartment, or room held at or below 32°F 
(0°C), used esp. for freezing food. 

freez/ing point’, n. (count) the temperature at which a 
liquid freezes: The freezing point of water is 32°F, or OC. 

freight (frat) /freyt/ n. [noncount] 1. goods or cargo 
transported for pay: Muge trucks carrying many tons of 
freight. 2. the transport of goods by common carriers. 3. 
the charges for such transportation: having to pay the 
freight. —v. {~ + obj] 4. to transport as freight. 5. to fill 
or load; burden: writings freighted with hidden meaning. 

freight-er (frā/tər) /‘freytar/ n. [count] a large ship or 
aircraft used mainly for carrying cargo. 

French (french) /frentf/ adj. 1. of or relating to France. 
2. of or relating to the language spoken in France. —n. 
3. [plural; the + ~; used with a plural verb] the people 
born or living in France. 4. {roncount] the language Spo- 
ken in France. 

French’ door’, n. [count] a door having glass panes 
throughout its length. 

French’ fry’, n. [count], pl. French’ fries’. a strip of 
potato that has been deep-fried. Also called French- 
fried’ pota/to. 

French’ horn, n. [count] a brass wind instrument with 
a long coiled tube and an end that flares out. 

French’ leave’, n. {nonconnt) an unauthorized depar- 
ture. 

Frenchman (french’men) /'frent{mon/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. a person born or living in France. 

French’ toast’, n. [noncount) bread dipped in a batter 
of egg and milk and sautéed until brown. 

French-womean (french’woon/an) /'frent{,;womon/ n. 
[count], pl. -wom-en. a woman born or living in France. 

fre-net-ic (fro net/ik) /fro'netik/ also freenet/i-cal, adj. 
wildly excited; frantic: the frenetic activity of a political 
campaign. —fre-net/i-cal-ly, adv. 

frenzied (fren’zéd) /‘frenziyd/ adj. marked by frenzy: a 
frenzied mob. 

fren-zy (fren’zé) /‘frenziy/ n., pl. -zies. 1. [count] ex- 
treme mental agitation; wild or viotent excitement: /n a 
sudden frenzy he hurled the chair through the window. 
2. agitated or uncontrollable activity: [oncount): the 
frenzy of the mob. (count; usually singular]: in a frenzy. 

freq., an abbreviation of: 1. frequency. 2. frequent. 3. 
frequently. 

fre-quen-cy (fré“kwan sé) /'friykwonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. l. 
[nonconnt] the state or fact of being frequent; frequent 
occurrence. 2. [noncount] rate of occurrence: Similar 
crimes had decreased in frequency. 3. Physics. the num- 
ber of cycles or times a wave vibrates in a given amount 
of time, often one second: [noncount]: They played back 
the message at high frequency. [count]: sounds at high 
frequencies that can't be heard by Pumans. 

fre/quency modula/tion, v. [nonconnt] See FM. 

frequent (adj. frē/kwənt; v. fri kwent’, frēkwənt) / adj. 
'friykwont; v. fri'kwent, ‘friykwont/ adj. 1. happening at 
short intervals: made frequent trips to Japan. 2. habitual 
or regular: a frequent guest at our house. —v. [~ + obj) 
3. to visit often: frequented their neighborhood restai- 
rant. —fre-quent/er, n. (count) —fre’quent-ly, adv. 

fres-co (fres’ko) /'freskow/ n., pl. -coes, -cos. 1. [non- 
count) the art or technique of painting on a moist plaster 
surface. 2. [count] a picture or design so painted. 

fresh (fresh) /fref/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. newly 
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made or obtained: fresh footprints in the newly fallen 
snow. 2. [be + ~ + from/ont of recently arrived; just 
come: was fresh out of military school. 3. not previously 
known, met with, etc.; new; novel: fo uncover fresh evi- 
dence. 4. (before a noun] additional or further: The army 
needs fresh supplies. 5. (often: before a noun] (of water) 
not salty. 6. not stale or spoiled: fresh bread, fresh milk. 
7. not preserved; recently harvested: fresh vegetables. 8. 
not tired; vigorous: felt fresh after that long walk. 9. not 
faded, worn, obliterated, etc.: fresh paint. 10. pure, cool, 
or refreshing, such as air: to breathe some fresh air. 11. 
Informal. rude; impolite: a fresh brat. —adv. 12. newly; 
recently; just now: We're fresh out of funds. —fresh/ly, 
adv. —fresh/ness, n. [noncount] 

fresh-en (fresh’an) /'freson/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
or grow fresh or refreshed: [no obj): Her interest in bas- 
ketball freshened when she saw who was on the team. [7 
+ obj): Freshen the air with flowers. 2. freshen up, to 
(cause to) become fresh in appearance: [No obj}: to 
freshen up with a bath. [~ + obj + up]: freshened her- 
self up and joined the party. [~ + up + obj): The house- 
keeper freshened up the room. —fresh’en-er, n. 
[count]: an air freshener. 

fresh-et (fresh/it) /'frefit/ n. [count] a flooding of a 
stream from rain or melting snow. 

fresheman (fresh’man) /'frefsmon/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
1. a student in the first year at a university, college, or 
high school. 2. a beginner; someone lacking experience: 
a freshman in politics. 

fresh-wa-ter or fresh-water (fresh’w0/ter, -wol/ar) 
/‘fref,wotor, -,wotor/ adj. [before a noun] of or living in 
or containing water that is not salty: freshwater fish; a 
freshwater lake. 

fret’ (fret) /fret/ v., fret-ted, fret-ting. to feel or express 
worry, annoyance, discontent, or the like: [no obj): Dont 
fret; things will get better. [~ + about + obj): fretting 
about the lost ring. [~ + at + obj): He was fretting at 
the traffic delay in the tunnel. (~ + oneself): Don’t fret 
yourself over trifles. 

fret? (fret) /fret/ n. [count] any of the ridges of wood or 
metal set across the fingerboard of a stringed instru- 
ment, such as a guitar. 

fret-ful (fret/fal) /‘fretfol/ adj. irritable; touchy; peevish: 
a frethil baby. —fret/ful-ly, adv. 

Freudian (froid’é an) /'froydiyan/ adj. of or relating to 
the psychoanalytic theories of Sigmund Freud. 

Fri., an abbreviation of: Friday. 

fri-asble (friza bal) /'frayobal/ adj. easily crumbled or re- 
duced to powder; crumbly: friable rock. 

frisar (frifar) /‘frayor/ n. [count] a man who is a member 
of a Roman Catholic mendicant order. 

fric-as-see (frik’a sé’) /,frika'siy/ n., v, -seed, -see-ing. 
—n. 1. chicken stewed and served in a sauce made with 
its own stock. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to prepare as a fricassee: 
to fricassee chicken. 

friction (frik’shan) /'frikfon/ n. [noncount] 1. surface 
resistance to relative motion, such as of a body sliding or 
rolling: Friction will help slow down a Car. 2. the rubbing 
of one surface against another: friction on a rope. 3. dis- 
agreement; conflict: friction between nations. 

Frieday (frida, -dé) /'fraydey, -diy/ n. the sixth day of 
the week, following Thursday: [proper noun]: Cant we 
meet on Friday? [count]: Let's have the meeting two Fri- 
days from today. 

fridge (frij) /frid3/ n. [count] a refrigerator. 

fried (frid) /frayd/ adj. 1. cooked by frying: fried chicken. 
2. Slang. a. drunk; inebriated. b. intoxicated from drugs; 
high: fried and disorierited. —v. 3. pt. and pp. of FRY’. 

friend (frend) /frend/ n. [count] 1. a person who is at- 
tached to another by feelings of affection or personal re- 
gard: She was my best friend. 2. a person who gives as- 
sistance; supporter; patron: supported by friends of the 
Boston Symphony. 3. a person who is not hostile: Who 
goes there? Friend or foe? 4. [Friend] a member of the 
Society of Friends; a Quaker. Idiom. 5. make 
friends with, [make + ~-s + with + obj) to become a 
friend to: made friends with the new neighbors. 
—friend/less, adj. 

friend-ly (frendlé) /‘frendliy/ adj., -lier, -livest, adv., n., 
pl. -lies. —adj. 1. characteristic of or appropriate to a 
friend: a friendly greeting. 2. kind; helpful: a friendly 
passerby. 3. sympathetic: nations who are friendly to our 
cause. 4. amicable; neighborly: a friendly game of soft- 
ball. 5. (used after a noun) made easy or pleasant to 
use, Operate, understand, or experience: visitor-friendly 
museums (= museums that are arranged to be easy or 
pleasant for visitors to use); a user-friendly computer (= 
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a computer that is easy for the user to operate). —n. 
[count] 6. a person or thing who is friendly. —friend/li- 
ness, n. [norncount] 

friend-ship (frend/ship) /‘frendfip/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
state of being friends. 2. [count] a friendly relation or in- 
timacy: friendships with people from her own culture. 3. 
[Noncount) friendly feeling or disposition: the long- 
Standing friendship between Canada and the U.S. 

frieze (fréz) /friyz/ n. [count] a decorative, often carved 
band, as around the top of a wall or piece of furniture. 

frig-ate (frig/it) /‘frigtt/ n. [count] 1. a fast ship of the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. 2. a modern warship 
smaller than a destroyer. 

fright (frit) /frayt/ n. 1. sudden fear: [noncount): a feel- 
ing Of fright. (count; usually singular]: You gave me quite 
a fright. 2. [count] something shocking, grotesque, or ri- 
diculous in appearance: My hair is a fright. —Related 
Words. FRIGHT iS a noun, FRIGHTFUL, FRIGHTENING are ad- 
jectives, FRIGHTEN is a verb: You gave me quite a fright! It 
was a frightful sight. It was a frightening movie. You 
frightened me. 

fright-en (frit/n) /‘fraytn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to (cause to) 
become frightened: Your story frightened me. 2. to drive 
or force to move by scaring: [~ + away/off + obj]: to 
frighten off the pigeons. [~ + obj + away/off): to 
frighten the pigeons away. 

fright-en-ing (frit7an ing) /‘fraytantn/ adj. causing fear 
or anxiety. 

fright-ful (frit/fal) /‘fraytfal/ adj. 1. causing fright: a 
frightful explosion. 2. horrible or shocking: The storm 
did frightful dainage. 3. unpleasant: We had a frightful 
time. 4. very great; extreme: That actor is a frightful 
ham. —fright/fulely, adv. 

frigsid (frijfid) /‘frid3zid/ adj. 1. very cold in temperature: 
a frigid climate. 2. lacking warmth of feeling: a frigid re- 
action to the proposal. 3. (of a woman) sexually un- 
responsive. —fri-gidei-ty (fri jid/i tē) /fre'd3iditry/ n. 
(noncount] —frig/idely, adv. 

frill (fril) /fril/ n. [count] 1. a trimming, such as a strip of 
cloth or lace, gathered at one edge; ruffle. 2. something 
desirable but not essential: a car with frills like a CD 
player. —frill’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

fringe (frinj) /frind3/ n., v., fringed, fring-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a decorative border of short threads, cords, or 
loops: fringe at the bottom edge of the curtain. 2. some- 
thing resembling a fringe: a fringe of grass. 3. a mar- 
ginal part: society’s fringes. 4. a group with extremist 
views: a radical fringe. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to furnish with 
or as if with a fringe. 6. to be arranged in a fringe: 
Guards fringed the building. 

fringe’ ben/efit, n. [count] a benefit, such as health 
insurance or a pension, received by an employee in addi- 
tion to regular pay. 

frip-per-y (frip’a rē) /‘friporiy/ n. [noncount] 1. showy 
or gaudy dress. 2. empty display; ostentation. 

Frisebee (friz/bē) /‘frizbiy/ Trademark. [count] a brand 
of plastic concave disk, used for various catching games: 
He trained his dog to catch a Frisbee between its teeth. 

frisk (frisk) /frtsk/ v. 1. [no obj] to dance, leap, skip, or 
frolic: The children frisked about. 2. [~ + obj] to search 
(a person) for concealed weapons, illegal possessions, 
etc. 

frisk-y (fris/kē) /'friskiy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest. lively; playful: 
a frisky kitten. —frisk-ie-ly (fris/kə lē) /'friskaliy/ adv. 
—frisk/ieness, n. [noncount] 

frit-ter’ (frit/ər) /'frıtər/ v. to (cause to) go to waste little 
by little: [~ + away + obj): to fritter away his money on 
useless items. [~ + obj + away): to fritter money away. 

frit-ter? (frit/ər) /fritor/ n. [count] a small cake of fried 
batter, usually containing corn, fruit, or other food. 

frivolity (fri voli tē) /frt'volitiy/ m., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count) lighthearted or foolish activity: A party is a time for 
frivolity. 2. (count) a frivolous act or thing. 

friv-o-lous (friv’a las) /'frrvalas/ adj. 1. characterized by 
lack of seriousness or sense: frivolous conduct. 2. not 
worthy of serious notice: a frivolous suggestion. —friv/o- 
lous-ly, adv. 

frizz (friz) /frrz/ v. 1. to (cause to) form into small crisp 
curls: [no Obj): Her hair frizzed when it rained. [~ + obj): 
The hairdresser frizzed her hair. —n. (count) 2. hair that 
is frizzed. —frizz/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est: frizzy hair. 

frizzle’ (friz’al) /‘frrzal/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [no obj; 
~ + obj) 1. to frizz. —n. [count] 2. a short crisp curl. 

friz-zle? (friz’al) /‘frizol/ v., -zled, -zling. 1. [10 obj] to 
make a sizzling noise while frying: The bacon was friz- 
zling. 2. [~ + obj] to make (food) crisp by frying. 

fro (frd) /frow/ adv. from; back: to and fro. 
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frock (frok) /frok/ n. [count] 1. a dress worn by a girl or 
woman, 2. a smock worn by peasants and workers. 3. a 
rough outer garment with large sleeves, worn by monks. 

frock’ coat’, n. [count] a man’s close-fitting, knee- 
length coat. 

frog (frog, frôg) /frng, frog/ n. [count] 1. a small tailless 
amphibian animal with smooth, moist skin and long hind 
legs for jumping. 2. a slight hoarseness of the voice: a 
frog in the throat. 

frog-man (frog/man’, -man, frdg/-) /'frogimæn, -mon, 
‘frog-/ n. [count], pl. -men. a swimmer who is equipped 
with air tanks, wet suit, diving mask, etc., for underwater 
activity. 

frolic (frol7ik) /'froltk/ n., v., -icked, -ick-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. merry play; fun; playful behavior or action: a 
frolic in the park. —v. [no obj) 2. to play in a frisky, light- 
spirited manner; romp: The family was frolicking in the 
snow. —frol/ic-some, adj. 

from (frum, from; unstressed fram) /fram, from; un- 
Stressed fram/ prep. 1. (used to specify a starting point 
in space or time): a train running west from Chicago; 
from six o'clock to ten o'clock. 2. (used to specify a start- 
ing point in an expression of limits or amounts): The 
number will be increased from 25 to 30. 3. (used to ex- 
press the idea of being removed or separated): The 
house is two miles from the shore. 4. (used to express 
discrimination or separation into different kinds): ex- 
cluded from mernbership in that private club. 5. (used to 
indicate the source or origin): My wife comes from the 
Midwest. 6. (used to indicate agent, means, cause, or 
reason): Death was from starvation. 

frond (frond) /frond/ n. [count] an often large, finely di- 
vided leaf, esp. of ferns and certain palms. 

front (frunt) /frant/ n. [count] 1. [the + ~ the forward 
part or surface of anything: / sat in the front of the air- 
plane. 2. the part or side of anything that faces forward: / 
spilled some mustard on the front of my jacket. 3. the 
part or side of anything, as a building, that is situated or 
directed forward: sat in the front of the restaurant. See in 
front and in front of below. 4. land facing a road, river, 
etc.; frontage. 5. [the + ~] a line of battle; the place 
where combat operations are carried on: The soldiers re- 
treated from the front. 6. an area of activity, conflict, or 
competition: news froin the business front. 7. a person 
or thing that serves as a cover or disquise for some other 
activity, esp. one of a secret, dishonest, or illegal nature: 
The store was a front for gamblers. 8. [usually singular) 
bearing, expression, or attitude in facing, confronting or 
dealing with anything: She kept a calm front throughout 
the ordeal. 9. a zone or line between two different air 
masses: a cold front coming from the north into our re- 
gion. —adj. [before a noun) 10. of or relating to the 
front; situated in or at the front: front seats. —v. 11. [~ 
+ obj) to have the front toward; face: Our house fronts 
the lake. 12. [~ + obj) to furnish or supply a front to: to 
front a building with sandstone. 13. [~ + obj] to serve 
as a front to: A long, sloping lawn fronted their house. 
14. a. [~ + for + obj) to serve as a cover or disguise: 
The shop fronts for a narcotics ring. b. [~ + as + noun) 
to be disquised as: The drug warehouse fronted as a 
quiet little grocery store. —Idiom. 15. in front, in a 
forward place or position: My farnily was sitting in front, 
but I stayed in back. 16. in front of, a. ahead of: They 
were sitting in front of ine. b. outside the entrance of: We 
met in front of the hotel. c. in the presence of: Don't talk 
like that in front of the children. 17. out front, a. out- 
side the entrance: Lets meet out front. b. ahead of com- 
petitors: The runner frorn Kenya was out front for rnost of 
the race. 18. up front, /nformal. a. in advance; before 
anything else: You'll have to make a payrnent of $5,000 
up front. b. frank; honest: fo be up front in your answers. 

front-age (frun/tij) /frantid3/ n. [count] 1. the front of a 
building or lot. 2. the space lying between a building and 
the street, a body of water, etc. 

fron-tal (frun’tl) /frantl/ adj. [before a noun) of, in, or 
at the front: a frontal view. —frontZal-ly, adv. 

front’ burn/er, n. [count] —Idiom. on the front 
burner, in a position of top priority: kept the issue on the 
front burner. 

fron-tier (frun tēr/) /fran'tror/ n. [count] 1. the border 
between two countries: the frontier crossing. 2. land that 
forms the furthest regions of a country or territory. 3. Of- 
ten, frontiers. the limit of knowledge or the most ad- 
vanced achievement in a particular field: the frontiers of 
medical research. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of, relating 
to, or located on a frontier: a frontier town. —fron- 
tiers’man, n. [count], pl. -men. —Syn. See BOUNDARY. 
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fron-tis-piece (frun/tis pes’, fron/-) /'frantis,piys, 
'fron-/ n. [count] an illustrated page before the title page 
of a book. 

front’ office, n. [count] the executive or administra- 
tive officers of a company, organization, etc. 

front/-run/ner or front/run/ner, n. [count] a person 
who leads in any competition: That candidate quickly es- 
tablished himself as the front-runner. 

frost (frdst, frost) /frost, frost/ n. 1. a degree or state of 
coldness that is enough to cause the freezing of water: 
{noncount]: expecting frost tonight over most of the re- 
gion. [count]: A slight frost will kill this plant. 2. (non- 
count] a covering of tiny ice crystals, formed from the at- 
mosphere at night upon the ground when cooled below 
the dew point. —v. 3. to (cause to) become covered with 
frost: [no obj; ~ + up/over|: The high school track 
frosted over last night. [~ (+ up/over) + obj): The cold 
weather frosted up the track last night. 4. [~ + obj) to 
give a frostlike surface to (glass, metal, Gici, Soule a 
obj] to cover or decorate with frosting: to frost a cake. 6. 
[~ + obj] to bleach some strands of (a person's hair). 

frost-bite (frdst/bit’, frost/-) /‘frost,bayt, ‘frost-/ nm, v., 
-bit, -bit-ten, -bit-ing. —n. (noncount) 1. injury to any 
part of the body after long exposure to extreme cold. 
—yv. [~ + obj] 2. to injure by frost or extreme cold: My 
toes were frostbitten from skating too long. 

frost-ed (frd/stid, fros/tid) /‘frostid, ‘frostid/ adj. 1. cov- 
ered with frost. 2. (of glass, metal, etc.) having a frostlike 
appearance. 3. coated with frosting: a frosted cake. 4. 
(of hair) having some strands bleached. 

frosting (fro/sting, fros/ting) /‘frostin, 'frostig/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a sweet, creamy mixture for coating or filling 
cakes, cookies, etc.; icing. 2. a dull finish, such as on 
metal or glass. 

frost-y (frd/sté, fros/t@) /'frostiy, ‘frostiy/ adj., -i-er, -j° 
est. 1. very cold; producing frost: frosty weather. 2. cov- 
ered with frost: frosty ground. 3. unfriendly; cold in man- 
ner: She gave a frosty reply to my request for a raise. 
—frosti-ely (frds/tl &, fros’-) /'frostliy, 'fros-/ adv.: She 
answered frostity that it was none of my business where 
she lived. —frost/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

froth (froth, froth) /fro8, frn0/ n. [noncount] 1. a mass of 
bubbles, such as on a liquid that has been shaken hard; 
foam. 2. a foam of saliva or fluid resulting from disease. 
3. something trivial or unimportant; something not worth 
much: The play was a charming bit of froth. —v. [no obj) 
4. to give off froth: The stew was frothing. —Idiom. 5. 
to froth at the mouth, [no obj] a. to give out froth: 
foam: The dog had rabies and frothed at the mouth, b. 
to be extremely angry. —froth/y, adj., -iver, -ivest. 

frown (froun) /frawn/ v. 1. to wrinkle the forehead, such 
as when one is displeased or in deep thought: [no obj): 
She frowned when t gave the wrong answer. [~ + al + 
obj): She frowned at the dog. 2. frown on or upon, [aa 
+ on/upon + obj) to look on disapprovingly: frowned on 
my idea to buy new computers because of the cost. —n. 
[count] 3. a disapproving look or expression on the face; 
scowl. 

frowz-y (frou/zē) /'frawziy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. dirty and 
untidy; slovenly: frowzy run-down apartments. —frowz/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

froze (froz) /frowz/ v. pt. of FREEZE. 

fro-zen (frō/zən) /'frowzən/ v. 1. pp. of FREEZE. —adj. 2. 
congealed by cold; turned into ice. 3. Also, frozen over. 
covered with ice, such as a stream: They went skating on 
the frozen take. The take was frozen over. 4. frigid; very 
cold: Let me in; tm frozen. 5. chilly or cold in manner; 
unfeeling: a frozen stare. 6. [before a noun) preserved or 
prepared by freezing: frozen foods. 7. not permitted to 
be changed or incapable of being altered; fixed: frozen 
rents. 

frt., an abbreviation of: freight. 

fru-gal (froo’gal) /'fruwgol/ adj. 1. economical in use or 
spending; sparing: a frugal manager. 2. requiring little 
expense or few resources: a frugat meal. — fru-gal-i-ty 
(froo gali tē) /fruw'gæltiy/ n. {noncount) —fru/gal-ly, 
adv. —Syn. See ECONOMICAL. 

fruit (froot) /fruwt/ n., pt. fruits, (esp. when thougtit of 
as a group) fruit, v. —n. 1. the part of a plant that is de- 
veloped from a flower, esp. when used as food: [non- 
count): Fruit provides vitamins. (count): Apples and 
oranges are fruits. See illustration at SUPERMARKET. 2. 
[count] a product, result, or effect; return or profit: the 
fruits of one’s tabors. — Idiom. 3. bear fruit, to pro- 
duce a result or profit: The effort bore fruit. 

fruitcake (froot/kak’) /‘fruwt,keyk/ m. 1. a rich cake 
containing dried or candied fruit, nuts, spices, etc.: [non- 
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count): Fruitcake is rich. (count): Let's slice all the fruit- 

cakes. 2. (count) Slang. a Crazy OF eccentric person. 
fruit’ fly’, n. [count] a very small fly whose eggs are 
laid in fruit. 

fruit-ful (froot/fal) /‘fruwtfal/ adj. 1. producing good 
results; profitable; useful: a fruitful meeting. 2. producing 
a lot of growth. —fruit/ful-ly, adv. —fruit/ful-ness, 1. 
{noncount) 
frurietion (froo ishan) /fruw'tfan/ n. [noncomunt) the ob- 
taining of something desired; accomplishment; realiza- 
tion: to bring an idea to fruition. 
fruitless (froot/lis) /'fruwtlis/ adj. not producing results 
or success: a fruitless search. —fruit/less-ly, adv. 
—fruit/less-ness, n. (noncount) 
fruitey (froo/té) /'fruwtiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. resembling 
fruit; having the taste or smell of fruit. —fruit/i-ness, n. 
{noncount) 
frump (frump) /framp/ n. [count] a dowdy or dull per- 
son. —frump/’y, adj., -irer, -1-est. 
frus-trate (frus/trat) /‘frastreyt/ v. [~ + obj], -trat-ed, 
-trat-ing. 1. to make (plans, efforts, etc.) worthless or of 
no use: defeat: Tire steady rains frustrated our plans. 2. 
to disappoint; discourage; thwart: tf you give a child 
problems that are hard to solve, you may frustrate him. 
—frus-tra/tion, n. {noncount): feelings of frustration. 
[count]: took his frustrations out on his staff. 
fry’ (fri) /fray/ v., fried, fry-ing, n., pl. fries. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) undergo cooking in fat or oil, usually over di- 
rect heat: [~ + obj]: Let's fry some bacon and eggs. ~ 
+ up + obj): Let's fry up some bacon. [— se ley} sp siya): 
Let's fry it up. {no obj): The bacon and eggs fried. —n. 
[count] 2. a strip of French-fried potato. 3. a social gath- 
ering at which food is fried. 
fry? (fri) /fray/ n. [cound), pl. fry. 1. the young of fish. 2: 
people, esp. children: games for small fry. 
fry-er or friser (fri/ər) /'frayor/ n. [count] 1. something, 
such as a young chicken, to be cooked by frying: a two- 
pound fryer. 2. a pan or appliance for frying foods. 
ft., an abbreviation of: 1. feet. 2. foot. 3. fort. 4. fortifi- 
cation. 

FTC, an abbreviation of: Federal Trade Commission. 
fuch-sia (fyoo’sha) /'fyuwfə/ m. [count], pl. -sias. l. a 
shrubby plant with pink to purplish drooping flowers. 2. 
a bright purplish red color. —adj. 3. of the color fuchsia. 
fud-dle (fud/l) /'fadl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to muddle or confuse: That beer fuddled my brain. 
—n. (count; usually singular) 2. a confused state. 

fud-dy-dud-dy (fud’é dud’é) /'fadiy,dadiy/ nm. [count], 
pt. -dud-dies. a person who is stuffy and old-fashioned. 

fudge’ (fuj) /fad3/ n. (noncount] a soft candy usually 
made with sugar, butter, milk, and flavoring. 

fudge? (fuj) /fad3/ v., fudged, fudg'ing, adj. 1. [~ + on 
+ obj] to behave in a dishonest way; cheat: to fudge on 
an exam. 2. to avoid coming to grips with something; 
evade; dodge: [~ + on + obj]: The president began to 
fudge on the issue. [~ + obj): He began to fudge ques- 
tions. 3. [no obj] to exaggerate a cost, estimate, etc., in 
order to allow for error. 4. [~ + obj] to tamper with; fal- 
sify: to fudge the company accounts. 

furel (fyoo/al) /‘fyuwol/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling. —n. 1. matter that can be burned to cre- 
ate heat or power, such as coal, wood, oil, or gas: [non- 
count): ran out of met. [count]. Kerosene and gas are fu- 
els. 2. [noncount] something that maintains, 
encourages, or stimulates: The proposed amendment is 
fuel for debate. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to supply with fuel: fı- 
eted the plane. 4. [no obj} to obtain or replenish fuel: 
The jet fighter fueled in midair. 5. [~ + obj] to encour- 
age or stimulate: fo fuel suspicion. 

-fug-, root. -fig- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “flee; move; run.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CENTRIFUGAL, CENTRIFUGE, FUGITIVE, FUGUE, 
REFUGE, SUBTERFUGE. 

fuegi-tive (fyoo/ji tiv) /‘fyuwd3itiv/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who is fleeing, as from prosecution or capture: a fii- 
gitive from justice. —adj. [before a noun) 2. running 
away: a fugitive convict. 3. fleeting: elusive: fugitive 
thoughts. See -FUG-. 

fugue (fydog) /fyuwg/ n. [count] a musical composition 
with two or more voices. —fu/gal, adj. See -FuG-. 

-ful, suffix. 1. -ful is attached to nouns to form adjectives 
with the meaning “full of; characterized by”: beauty + 
-fut ~ beautiful (= fult of beauty); care + -ful 7 careful 
(= Characterized by care). 2. -ful is attached to verbs to 
form adjectives with the meaning “tending to; able to”: 
harm + -ml ~ harmful (= tending to harm); wake + 
-fil~ wakeful (= tending to stay awake). 3. -ful is at- 
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fulcrum to funicular 


tached to nouns to form nouns with the meaning “as 
much as will fill’: spoon + -ful ~ spoonful (= as much 
as will fill a spoon); cup + -ml ~ cupful (= as much as 
will fill a cup). 

fulcrum (fool’kram, ful/-) /‘folkrom, 'fal-/ n. [court], pl. 
-crums, -cra (-kra) /-krə/. the support, or point of rest, 
on which a lever turns in moving a body. 

fulfill or fulfil (fool fil”) /fol'fıl/ v. [~ + obj), -filled, 
-fill-ing or -fil-ling. 1. to carry out or bring to realization: 
The dreanı of a world without war is yet to be fulfilled. 2. 
to perform or do, such as duty; obey or follow, such as 
commands: ability to fulfilt tlre job. 3. to satisfy (require- 
ments, needs, obligations, etc.): That book will fulfill a 
long-felt need. 4. [~ + oneself] to develop the full po- 
tential of (oneself). —ful-fill/ment, 7. (roncount) 

full (fool) /ful/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. completely 
filled: a full cup. 2. [be + ~ + of] containing all that can 
be held: eyes full of tears. 3. [before a noun) complete; 
entire; maximum: a full supply of food; at full speed. 4. 
abundant; well-supplied: a cabinet full of medicine. 5. (of 
garments, drapery, etc.) wide, ample, or having large 
folds; flowing out: a full skirt. 6. filled or rounded out, as 
in form: Has a full figure. 7. [be + ~ + of] occupied with 
thinking of; having the mind focused on; engrossed with: 
full of anxieties. 8. of the highest rank: a full professor. 
9. [before a noun) of the same parents: full brothers, not 
half brothers. 10. ample and complete in volume or rich- 
ness of sound: a deep, full voice. 11. having eaten as 
much as one can: feeling full froni dinner. —adv. 12. ex- 
actly or directly; straight: The blow struck him full in the 
face. 13. quite; very; perfectly: You know full well what I 
mean. ~—~Idiom. 14. in full, to or for the full or re- 
quired amount: We expect payment in full. —full/ness, 
n. (noncount] 

full-back (f60l’bak’) /‘ful,bak/ su. 1. [count] (in football) 
a running back who lines up behind the quarterback. 2. 
(count) (in soccer, Rugby, and field hockey) a player sta- 
tioned near the defended goal to carry out chiefly defen- 
sive duties. 3. [nonconrnt] the position played by a full- 
back. 

full’-blood/’ed, adj. {before a noun) 1. of unmixed an- 
cestry. 2. vigorous; strong; hearty. 

full/-blown/, adj. (often: before a nour) 1. completely 
developed: a full-blown war; full-blown disease. 2. in full 
bloom: a full-blowr rose. 

full’-bod/ied, adj. of full strength, flavor, richness, etc.: 
full-bodied wine. 

full” dress’, n. [noncount] attire customarily worn for 
formal or ceremonial occasions. 

full-fledged (fool/flejd’) /'fol'fledzd/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. of full rank or standing: a full-fledged ammbassa- 
dor. 2. fully developed: full-fedged adulthood. 

full’ moon’, n. (count; singular) the moon when the 
whole of its disk is showing. 

full/-scale’, adj. [before a noun] 1. having the exact 
size or proportions of the original: a full-scale replica of 
the submarine. 2. using all possible means, facilities, 
etc.; complete: a full-scale attack. 

full/-time’, adj. 1. working or operating the customary 
number of hours in each day, week, or month: a full-time 
employee. Compare PART-TIME. —adv. 2. on a full-time 
basis: to work full-tinie. —full/-tim/er, n. [connut] 

fully (fool”é) /'fuliy/ adv. 1. entirely or completely; to 
the greatest amount or degree: Are you fully aware of 
what you have done? 2. quite; at least: Fully half the 
class attended. 

fulemi-nate (ful’mo nat’) /'‘falma,neyt/ v. [no obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to denounce strongly: fulniinating 
against the regulations. —ful-mi-na-tion (ful/mi nā- 
shan) /,falmi'neyfan/ n. taoncount) 

fulsome (fool’sam, ful/-) /'fulsam, 'fal-/ adj. 1. offen- 
sive to good taste; overdone: fulsorne décor. 2. exces- 
sively or insincerely lavish: fulsome praise. 

fumeble (fum/bal) /‘fambal/ v., -bled, -bling, 1. —v. 1. 
{no obj) to feel or grope about clumsily: He fumbled in 
his pocket for the keys. 2. to fail to hold a ball after hav- 
ing touched it or carried it, such as in a baseball or foot- 
ball game: [no obj]: He has a reputation for furnbling in 
crucial situations. (~ + obj): fumbled the ball. 3. to do 
(something) clumsily or unsuccessfully; blunder: [7/0 obj): 
He fumbled for an answer. (~ + obj): They fumbled an 
attempt to rescue the hostages. —n. [count] 4. an act or 
instance of fumbling. —fum/bler, 1. (count) —fum/- 
bling-ly, adv. 

fume (fyoom) /fyuwm/ r., v, fumed, fuming. —n. 
[count] 1. Often, fumes. [p/uraf) smoke, gas, or vapor, 
esp. of an irritating nature: tobacco fumes. —v. {no obj) 


2. to emit or give off fumes or vapor. 3. to be fretful, irri- 
tated, or angry: She always funies when the mail is late. 
fuemi-gate (fyoo’mi gat’) /‘fyuwmi,geyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to expose to fumes in order to kill 
pests. —fuemi-ga-tion (fyoo’mi ga’shan) /,fyuw- 

mi'geyfon/ nu. (woncourt) —fu/mi-ga/tor, ri. (count) 

fun (fun) /fan/ n., [noncount] 1. something that provides 
mirth or amusement: A picnic would be fur. 2. enjoy- 
ment or playfulness: She's full of fun. —adj. 3. (before a 
noun) Informal. providing pleasure or amusement; en- 
joyable: That would be a fun thing to do. —Idiom. 4. 
for or in fun, as a joke; not seriously; playfully: We 
played that prank on liitti for fun. 5. make fun of, [~ + 
obj) to make the object of jokes, insults, or ridicule; de- 
ride: likes to make fun of the neighbors. 

-funct-, root. -funct- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “perform, execute; purpose, use.” This meaning 
is found in such words as: DEFUNCT, FUNCTION, FUNCTIONAL, 
MALFUNCTION, PERFUNCTORY, 

func-tion (fungk’shan) /'fankfon/ n. 1. [count] action or 
activity thought of as proper to a person, thing, or institu- 
tion; role: The function of the kidneys is to purify the 
blood. 2. [count] a ceremonious public or social gather- 
ing or occasion: a charity function. 3. [count] a factor re- 
lated to or dependent upon other factors: Price is a func- 
tion of supply and demand. 4. [(norncount) the way 
something works or operates: They were testing him for 
heart function. —v. [no obj) 5. to operate: The computer 
isu't functioning row. 6. to have or exercise a function; 
serve: Let me function as your guide. See -FUNCT-. 

func-tion-al (fungk’sha nl) /‘fankfanl/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to a function or functions. 2. capable of function- 
ing: When will the vertilatirg system be functional again? 
3. having or serving a useful purpose: This screen is 
functional as well as decorative. 4. (before a noun] of or 
relating to improper function without known cause: a 
functional disorder. —func-tioneal-isty (fungk’she nal- 
i tē) /fankfa'nalitiy/ n. Uroncount] —func/tion-alely, 
adv. See -FUNCT-. 

func-tion-arsy (fungk’sha ner’é) /'fankfa,neriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ar-ies. a person who functions in a specific 
position, esp. in government service; an official. See 
-FUNCT-. 

fund (fund) /fand/ n. [count] 1. a sum of money set 
aside for a specific purpose: a retirement fund. 2. an or- 
ganization created to manage money contributed or in- 
vested. 3. supply; stock: a fund of knowledge. 4. funds, 
[plura money immediately available: Were enough 
funds allocated to our department this year? —v. [~ + 
obj) 5. to allocate or provide funds for (a program, proj- 
ect, etc.): The government funded his research. 

fun-dasmensetal (fun/də menti) /,fanda'mentl/ adj. 1. 
serving as, or being an essential part of, a foundation or 
basis; basic: fundamental principles of pliysics. 2. of 
great importance; essential: a fiundarnerital revision of a 
theory. 3. being an original or primary source; being a 
Starting point: a fundarmental idea. —n. [cont] 4. a basic 
principle, rule, law, or the like: tle fundarrreritals of engi- 
neering. —fun/da-men/tal-ly, adv. 

funsdasmenstal-ism (fun/də men/tl iz7am) /fa- 
nda'mentlizam/ n. (noncount) 1. (sometimes: Funda- 
mentalism] a movement in American Protestantism that 
claims the Bible is literally infallible not only in faith and 
morals but also in history. 2. the beliefs held by those in 
this movement. —fun/da-men/tal-ist, 1. [count], adj. 

fuener-al (fyoo’ner al) /‘fyuwnorol/ nu. (count) 1. the cer- 
emonies for a dead person before burial or cremation. 
—adj. [before a nour) 2. of or relating to a funeral: fr- 
neral services, funeral experises. 

fu/neral home’, n. [count] an establishment where the 
dead are prepared for burial or cremation. Also called 
fu’neral chapel, fu’neral par/lor, mortuary. 

fuene-reeal (fyoo nér’é al) /fyuw'niariyal/ adj. 1. of or 
suitable for a funeral: funereal music. 2. mournful; 
gloomy; dismal: a fiinereal atmosphere of gloom. —fue 
ne/reeal-ly, adv. 

fun-gi-cide (fun’ja sid’, fung’ga-) /'fand3ə,sayd, 
‘fanga-/ n. [court] a substance that destroys fungi. 
—fun/gi-cid/al, adj. See -civeE-. 

fun-gus (fung’gas) /'fangas/ u. (count), pl. fungi (fun4ji, 
fund’gi) /‘fand3ay, ‘fangay/ fun-gus-es. a plant lacking 
chlorophyll, flowers, and leaves and that lives by decom- 
posing and absorbing the organic material in which it 
grows: Fungi include the miushroorms and molds. —fun’- 
gal, fun’gous, adj. 

fueniceuslar (fyoo nik’ya lər) /fyuw'ntkyolor/ n. [count] a 


funk to futile 


steep railway in which the cars are pulled up or down the 
tracks by steel cables. Also called funic/ular rail/way. 

funk! (fungk) /fank/ n. [connut] a dejected mood; depres- 
sion: been in a funk all day. 

funk? (fungk) /fank/ n. [noncount] 1. music having a 
funky quality. 2. the state or quality of being funky. 3.a 
strong smell; stench. 

funk-y' (fung’ké) /‘fankiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. depressed; 
unhappy; dejected: in a foul, funky mood. 

funk-y? (fung’ké) /'fankiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. having an 
earthy, blues-based character: funky jazz. 2. Slang. off- 
beat, odd, or quirky, such as in appearance or Style: 
funky clothes. 3. having an offensive smell; foul-smelling. 
—funk/i-ness, n. Lnoncoutit] 

fun-nel (fun/l) fanl n., v., -neled, -nel-ing or (esp. Brit. 
) -nelled, -nel-ling. —. [count] 1. a cone-shaped utensil 
with a tube at the point for channeling a substance 
through a small opening. 2. a smokestack, esp. of a 
steamship. 3. a shaft for ventilation. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to 
pass along; channel: furmeled their profits into research. 
5. to (cause to) pass through or as if through a funnel: 
[no obj): The group funneled out of the stadium. [7 + 
obj): furineled the traffic around the overturned truck. 

funsny (fun/’é) /'faniy/ adj., -ni-er, -ni-est, n., pl. -nies, 
adv. —adj. 1. provoking laughter; amusing; comical: a 
funny movie. 2. ill; slightly sick: He felt funy so he sat 
down for a moment. 3. arousing suspicion; under- 
handed; deceitful: There was soriething funny about 
those extra charges. 4. strange; peculiar; odd: The car is 
making a funny noise. —n. [count] 5. funnies, [plural] 
comic strips or the section of a newspaper containing 
them. —adv. 6. Informal. oddly; strangely; peculiarly: a 
stranger who talked funny. —funenicly (fun/l €) /fantiy/ 
adv. —fun/ni-ness, n. [noncount] 

fun/ny bone’, n. [count] 1. the part of the elbow where 
a blow to the nerve causes a peculiar tingling sensation 
in the arm and hand. 2. a sense of humor. 

fun/ny mon’ey, n. [noncount) Slang. counterfeit or ar- 
tificially inflated currency. 

fur (fur) /f3r/ n. 1. [noncount] the soft, thick, hairy coat 
of a mammal. 2. [noncount] the processed pelt of cer- 
tain animals, as minks or beavers, used esp. for jackets 
and coats. 3. [count] a garment made of fur: All the furs 
were on sale. 4. [noncount] a furlike coating. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 5. of, relating to, or dealing in fur or animal 
skins, etc.: a fur coat; a fur trader. —Idiom. 6. make 
the fur fly, to cause a lively disturbance. —furred, adj. 

furebish (far/bish) /‘farbif/ v. [~ + obj] to restore to 
good condition, as by polishing. 

furious (fydor/é as) /‘fyuriyos/ adj. 1. full of fury: a fu- 
rious accusation. 2. intensely violent: a furious hurricane. 
3. of great energy, speed, etc.: furious activity. 

furl (furl) /farl/ v. to (cause to) be gathered into a roll 
and bound securely: [no obj): the flag furled against its 
staff. {~ + obj): furled the sails. 

fur-long (fûr/lông, -long) /'farlon, -lon/ n. [const] a unit 
of distance equal to 220 yards (201 m) or '%4 of a mile 
(0.2 km). Abbr.: fur. 

fur-lough (fir/ld) /‘farlow/ n. [count] 1. a leave of ab- 
sence granted to a person in military service; leave: a 
two-week furlough. 2. a usually temporary layoff from 
work. 3. a temporary leave of absence authorized for a 
prisoner from a prison. 4. on furlough, granted permis- 
sion to be temporarily absent from service, work, or 
prison. —v. [~ + obj] §. to give a furlough to. 
fur-nace (fûr/nis) /‘farnis/ u. [count] a structure or ap- 
paratus in which heat is generated, such as for heating 
houses, melting metals, or producing steam. 

fur-nish (far/nish) /‘farnif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to supply (a 
house, room, etc.) with what is needed, esp. with furni- 
ture: to furnish au apartment. 2. to provide: The delay 
furnished ine with the tinie | needed. 

furenisheings (fûr/ni shingz) /‘farnifinz/ n. [plura 1. 
furniture, carpeting, etc., for a house or room. 2. articles 
or accessories of dress. 

fur-ni-ture (fûr/ni char) /'fsrnitfər/ u. [nonconnt] mova- 
ble articles, such as tables, chairs, or cabinets, required 
for use or ornament in a house, office, or the like. 
fu-ror (fyoor/6r, -ar) /'fyoror, -ər/ a. [count; usually siri- 
gular) a general outburst of excitement or controversy: a 
furor over Health insurance. 

furrier (fûr/ē ar) /'fsriyor/ n. [count] a person who 
sells, repairs, or cleans fur garments. 

fur-row (fur’6, fur/6) /'fsrow, ‘farow/ nu. [court] 1. a 
groove made in the ground, esp. by a plow. 2. a groove- 
like depression in any surface: the furrows of a wrinkled 
face. —v. 3. to (cause to) have wrinkles in (the face): [7 


fur-ther-more 


-fus-, root. 


fus-ty 
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+ obj): to furrow one’s brow. [no obj): His face furrowed 
in worry. 


furery (fûr/ē) /'fariy/ adj., -river, -rivest. made up of, re- 


sembling, or covered with fur. —fur/ri-ness, n. [non- 
count) 


fur-ther (far’thar) /'fsrðər/ comparative adv. and adj. of 


far with superlative fur-thest, v. —adv. 1. at or to a 
greater distance; farther: foo tired to go further. 2. at or 
to a more advanced point: Let’s not discuss it further. 3. 
in addition; moreover: Further, he should be here any 
minute. —adj. 4. more distant or remote; farther: The 
map shows it to be further than | thought. 5. [before a 
noun] more extended: a further delay. 6. [before a noun] 
additional; more: Further meetings seem pointless. —v. 
[~ + obj] 7. to help forward (a work, etc.); promote; ad- 
vance: counted on her to further our cause. —fur/ther- 
ance, n. [noncount): the furtherance of her aims. 
(far7thar môr’, -mōr/) /‘fsrdor,mor, 
-,mowr/ adv. moreover; besides; in addition. 


fur-ther-most (far/thar most’) /‘fsrdar,mowst/ adj. [be- 


fore a noun) most distant. 


fur-thest (far/thist) /‘fardist/ adj., adv., superlative of 


far with fur-ther as comparative. FARTHEST. 


fur-tive (fir/tiv) /‘fartiv/ adj. 1. taken, done, used, etc., 


secretly or without others noticing; stealthy; secret: a fur- 
tive glance. 2. sly; shifty: a furtive manner. —fur/tiverly, 
adv. —fur/tive-ness, s. (noncount] 


fuery (fyoor7é) /‘fyuriy/ nu., pl. -ries. l. unrestrained or 


violent rage: [oncount): The soldiers were filled with 
fury. (count; usually singular): felt a sudden fury. 2. [non- 
count] violence; fierceness: the fury of a hurricane. 

-fus- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “pour, cast; join; blend.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: CONFUSE, DEFUSE, DIFFUSE, EFFUSIVE, FUSE, 
FUSION, INFUSE, PROFUSE, SUFFUSE, TRANSFUSION. 


fuse’ (fyooz) /fyuwz/ n. [count] 1. a tube, cord, or the 


like, filled or saturated with matter that burns easily and 
rapidly, used for igniting an explosive. 2. a mechanical or 
electronic device for detonating an explosive charge. 
—Idiom. 3. have a short fuse, [no obj] Informal. to 
anger easily; have a quick temper. —fuse/less, adj. 


fuse? (fydoz) /fyuwz/ n., v, fused, fusing. —u. [count] 


1. a safety device containing a material that conducts 
electricity that will melt when too much current runs 
through an electric circuit, breaking the circuit. —v. 2. to 
(cause to) combine or blend by melting together; melt: 
[no obj]: The metal fused under the extreme heat aa t 
obj): The extrerne heat will fuse these elements together. 
3. [~ + obj] to cause to unite; blend: The author skill- 
fully fuses these details into an interesting story. 
—Idiom. 4. blow a fuse, /nformal. to lose one’s tem- 
per; become enraged. See -Fus-. 


fu-se-lage (fyoo’sa lazh’, -lij) /‘fyuwsa,la3, -lrd3/ n. 


[count] the central structure of an airplane. 


fusillade (fyoo’sa lad’, -lad’) /‘fyuwsa,lad, -,leyd/ n. 


[count] 1. a continuous discharge of firearms. 2. a gen- 
eral outpouring: a fusillade of questions. 


fuesion (fydo/zhan) /'fyuw3an/ u. 1. [noucount) the act 


or process of fusing or the state of being fused. 2. 
[count] that which is fused; the result of fusing: a fusion 
of the major political parties. 3. (noucount) the joining of 
atomic nuclei in a reaction that forms nuclei of heavier 
atoms. Compare Fission (def. 2): Fusion produces even 
greater energy than fission. See -Fus-. 


fuss (fus) /fas/ n. [count] 1. an excessive display of at- 


tention or activity: rade a fuss over a little accident. 2. 
an argument or noisy dispute. 3. a complaint or protest, 
esp. about something relatively unimportant. —v. [no 
obj) 4. to care too much about small and unimportant 
things: to fuss over details. 5. to behave in a busy or 
nervous manner; flutter about: mothers fussing over their 
children. 6. to complain, esp. about something relatively 
unimportant: to fuss and furne about the delay. 


fuss-budg-et (fus/buj/it) /'fas bad3it/ n. [count] a fussy 


or needlessly fault-finding person. 


fuss-y (fus/’é) /'fasiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. too busy with 


small, unimportant things; anxious or particular about 
petty details. 2. hard to satisfy or please: a fussy eater. 
3. with too much decoration or too many elaborate 
designs: a fussy hat. —fuss/i-ly, adv. —fuss/i-ness, n. 
[rioncount) 

(fus7té) /'fastiy/ adj., -ti-er, -ti-est. 1. 
musty. 2. old-fashioned: fusty attitudes. 


stale; 


fut., an abbreviation of: future. 
fu-tile (fyoot/l, fyoo’til) /'fyuwtl, 'fyuwtayl/ adj. 1. unable 


to produce any result; ineffective: Atternpts to swim 
across the stormy Chanuel were futile. 2. trifling: frivo- 
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lous; of little value: futile remarks. —fu/tile-ly, adv. 
—fu-til-isty (fyoo til7i tē) /fyuw'trlitiy/ n. Lnoncount] 

fuston (foo’ton) /‘fuwton/ n. [count] a quiltlike mattress 
placed on a floor or a frame for sleeping, and folded and 
stored or used as seating. 

fu-eture (fydo’char) /‘fyuwtfar/ n. 1. (count; singular; the 
+ ~] time that is to be or come hereafter: some day in 
the future. 2. (count; singular; the + ~} something that 
will exist or happen in time to come. 3. [count] events 
yet to happen: to predict the future. 4. [the + ~) a. the 
future tense. b. a verb form or construction in the future 
tense. 5. Usually, futures. [plura commodities bought 
and sold to make a profit and intended for future deliv- 
ery. —adj. [before a noun) 6. being or coming hereafter: 
future events. 7. of, relating to, or being a verb tense, 
form, or construction that refers to events or states in 
time to come. 

fu-tursis-tic (fyoo’cha ris/tik) /fyuwtfo'ristrk/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to the future. 2. ahead of the times; ad- 
vanced: futuristic technology. 


futon to FYI 


futz (futs) /fats/ v. [no obj] Slang. to pass time doing 
things of little importance: futzing arounid. 

fuzz' (fuz) /faz/ n. [noncount) loose, light, fiberlike or 
fluffy matter; bits of thread. 

fuzz? (fuz) /faz/ n. (plural; used with a plural verb) Slang. 
the police or a police officer. 

fuzz-y (fuz7é) /'faziy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. resembling or 
covered with fuzz: a fuzzy blanket. 2. indistinct; blurred: 
a fuzzy photograph. 3. not logical: a fuzzy thinker. 
—fuzz:iely (fuz/ə lē) /fazaliy/ adv. —fuzz/i-ness, n. 
(noncount} 

fwd., an abbreviation of: 1. foreword. 2. forward. 

-fy, suffix. 1. -fy is found in loanwords from Latin and is 
attached to roots to form verbs with the meanings “to 
make; cause to be; render’: pure + -fy ~ purify (= to 
make pure); simple + -fy ~ simplify (= to make sim- 
ple); liquid + -fy ~ liquefy (= to make into a liquid). 2. 
-fy is also used to mean “cause to conform to”: citify (= 
cause to conform to city ways). Compare -IFY. 

FYI, an abbreviation of: for your information. 


G, g (jé) /d3iy/ n. [count], pl. Gs or G's, gs or g's. the 
seventh letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

G, an abbreviation of: 1. general: a motion-picture rating 
advising that the film is suitable for general audiences, or 
for children as well as adults. 2. good. 

g, an abbreviation of: 1. good. 2. gram. 3. the force of 
gravity exerted on an object at rest, equal to the acceler- 
ation of a falling body near the earth's surface. 

GA or Ga., an abbreviation of: Georgia. 

gab (gab) /gæxb/ v., gabbed, gab-bing, n. Informal. —v. 
[no obj} 1. to talk or chat without purpose; chatter: gab- 
bing on the phone for hours, —n. [noncount] 2. talk 
without purpose; chatter. —Idiom. 3. have the gift of 
(the) gab, to be able to talk glibly: A good salesperson 
has the gift of gab. 

gab-ar-dine (gab’ar dén’, gab/ar dén/) /'gæbər,diyn, 
gebor'diyn/ n. [noncount) a firm, tightly woven fabric of 
wool, cotton, polyester, or other fiber, used for making 
coats and other garments. Also, gaberdine. 

gab-ble (gab/al) /'gæbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. [no 
obj] 1. to speak rapidly; jabber: The children gabbled 
nervously. —r. [noncount; singular] 2. rapid talk; a quick 
sequence of meaningless sounds: the gabble of the 
crowd. 

gab-by (gab/é) /'gæbiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. talkative: a 
gabby old cowboy relating one adventure after another. 

ga-ble (ga/bal) /'geybal/ n. [court] the portion of the 
front or side of a building, usually three-sided in shape, 
enclosed by or hiding the end of a roof. —ga/bled, adj. 

gad (gad) /gxd/ v. [no obj,] gad-ded, gad-ding. to move 
without purpose from one place to another in search of 
pleasure or amusement: to gad about town. 

gad-a-bout (gad/a bout’) /‘gedoa,bawt/ n. [count] a per- 
son who moves about restlessly, as from one social activ- 
ity to another. 

gad-fly (gad/fi’/) /‘gad,flay/ m. [count], pl. -flies. 1. a 
fly, such as a horsefly, that bites or annoys livestock. 2.a 
person who persistently annoys or stirs up others, esp. 
with criticism. 

gadg-et (gaj’it) /'gæd3ıt/ n. [count] a small mechanical 
apparatus or electronic device: a gadget for peeling gar- 
lic. —gad-get-ry (gaj/i tré) /'gæd3ıtriy/ n. [noncount): 
computer gadgetry. 

gaff (gaf) /gef/ n. [count] 1. an iron hook with a handle 
for pulling in or moving large fish. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
catch or hook (a fish) with a gaff. 

gaffe (gaf) /gxf/ n. [count] a mistake or awkward re- 
mark or act in public that offends others; a social blun- 
der; faux pas. 

gaf-fer (gafar) /'gæfər/ n. [count] 1. the chief electrician 
on a motion-picture or television production. 2. Informal. 
an old man. 
gag’ (gag) /gxg/ v., gagged, gag-ging, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj} to stop up the mouth of (a person) by inserting a 
gag: They gagged their prisoner. 2. [~ + obj] to prevent 
(a newspaper or writer) from exercising free speech: The 
newspapers were gagged by government decree. 3. to 
(cause to) retch or choke: [no obj]: She gagged on the 
strong wlriskey. [~ + obj]: The strong whiskey gagged 
her. —n. [count] 4. something put into a person's mouth 
to prevent speech, shouting, etc. 5. any forced suppres- 
sion of free speech: a gag on war reporting. 
gag? (gag) /gæg/ rt. [count] a joke or prank: played a gag 
on lum by pretending he had wor the lottery. 
ga-ga (gä/gä) /'gago/ adj. 1. [often: go/be + ~) wildly 
enthusiastic: went gaga over the new fasltons. 2. (often: 
go/be + ~] madly in love; infatuated: Hes gaga about 
her. 3. showing mental deterioration from old age; se- 
nile. 
gage (gaj) /geyd3/ n, v, gaged, gag-ing. (chiefly in 
technical use) GAUGE. —gag/er, n. (count) 
gag-gle (gag/al) /'gægəl/ n. (court; usually singular) 1. a 
flock of geese when not flying. 2. an often noisy group: a 
gaggle of sightseers. 
gai-e-ty (gai tē) /‘geyitiy/ n. [noncount] the quality or 
state of being gay or cheerful; merriment. 
gai-ly (ga/lé) /‘geyliy/ adv. 1. merrily; cheerfully: They 
waved gaily Irom the window. 2. brightly or showily: gaily 
patterned dresses. 
gain (gan) /geyn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to get (something de- 


— o a O o N 
sired), esp. as a result of one’s efforts; secure: to gain 


possession of land. 2. [~ + obj] to acquire or get as an 
increase or addition: The car gained speed. 3. [no obj] 
to improve; advance: She's finally begun to gain in 
healtlı. 4. [~ + obj] to obtain as a profit or advantage: 
He didn't stand to gain much by the deal. 5. [~ + obj) 
to win (someone) to one’s own side or point of view: The 
candidate began to gain supporters. 6. (of a watch or 
clock) to run fast by (a specified amount): [~ + obj]: My 
watch gains six minutes a day. [no obj): Her watch gains. 
7. [~ + obj] to get to; arrive at: fo gain one’s destina- 
tion. 8. gain on/upon, [~ + obj] to get nearer: The po- 
lice were gaining on the criminals. —n. 9. [noncount] 
profit or advantage: / see no gain in this plan. 10. 
[count] an increase: showed a small gain in weight. 11. 
gains, (plural) profits or winnings. 

gainful (gan/fal) /'geynfal/ adj. [before a noun) profita- 
ble; lucrative: looking for gainful employment. —gain/- 
ful-ly, adv. 

gainsay (gan/sa’, gan sa’) /'yeyn,sey, geyn'sey/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -said (-sed’, -sed’) /-,sed, -'sed/ -say-ing. to 
deny; contradict. —gain’say/er, n. (count) 

gait (gat) /geyt/ n. [count] 1. a manner of walking or 
running: a slow gait. 2. any of the ways in which a horse 
moves, as a walk, trot, canter, or gallop. 

gait-er (ga/ter) /'geytər/ n. [count] 1. a cloth or leather 
covering for the ankle and instep and sometimes also the 
lower leg. 2. a cloth or leather shoe with elastic inser- 
tions at the sides. 3. an overshoe with a cloth top. 

gal (gal) /gæl/ n. [count] Informal. a girl or woman. 

gal., an abbreviation of: gallon. 

gala (ga/la, gal’a) /‘geylo, 'gælə/ adj. (usually: before a 
noun) 1. marking or proper for a special occasion; fes- 
tive; showy: a gala affair. —n. [count] 2. a celebration, 
often with entertainment: a gala held at the concert hall. 

garlac-tic (gə lak/tik) /ga'lektik/ adj. (usually: before a 
noun) of or relating to a galaxy, as the Milky Way. 

galaxy (gal/ak sé) /'gæləksiy/ n., pl. -ax-ies. 1. a. 
[count] a large system of stars separated from similar 
systems by vast regions of space. b. [proper noun; usu- 
ally: the Galaxy] Micky Way. 2. [count] any large and bril- 
liant or impressive group: a galaxy of opera stars. 

gale (gal) /geyl/ n. [count] 1. a very strong wind. 2. a 
wind of 32-63 mph (14-28 m/sec): gales in the North At- 
lantic. 3. a noisy outburst: a gale of laughter. 

gall’ (gôl) /gol/ n. [voncount) 1. rude boldness; nerve: 
He has a lot of gall expecting me to finish his work. 2. 
Bice (def. 1). 

gall? (gôl) /gol/ v. to annoy greatly: [~ + obj]: His arro- 
gant manner galls me. [It + ~ + obj + (that) clause): It 
galls me that we cart fire lint. —galV/ing, adj. 

gallant (gal’ant for I, ga lant’, -lant’, galfant for 2), 
l'gælənt for 1, ga'lent, -'lant, 'gælənt for 2), adj. 1. 
brave, heroic, spirited, or noble-minded: a gallant knight. 
2. exceptionally polite and attentive to women; chival- 
rous. —gal/lant-ly, adv. 

gal-lant-ry (galfan tré) /‘gelontriy/ m. [noncount] 1. 
great courage; heroic bravery; noble-minded behavior: 
The army slrowed great gallantry. 2. polite attentiveness 
to women. 

gallbladder or gall bladder  (gdl/blad/er) 
/'gol,bladar/ s. [count] a pouch or sac attached to the 
liver, in which bile is stored and concentrated. 

gal-le-on (gal’’é an, gal’yan) /gæliyən, 'gælyən/ n. 
[count] a large sailing vessel of the 15th to the 17th cen- 
turies, used as a fighting or merchant ship. 

gallery (gala rē, gal/ré) /‘gwloriy, 'gælriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ler-ies. 1. a raised area, often having a sloping floor, 
in a theater, church, or other public building, used as a 
place for spectators, exhibits, etc. 2. the uppermost of 
such areas in a theater, usually containing the cheapest 
seats. 3. the persons sitting in such an area in a theater: 
a shout front the gallery. 4. any group of spectators or 
observers, as at a golf match or a legislative session. 5. a 
room, series of rooms, or building for the showing and 
often the sale of works of art. 6. a collection or group: a 
gallery of rutisfits. 7. a long covered area, narrow and 
open at one or both sides, used esp. as a walkway or 
corridor. 8. a large room or building used for a special 
purpose: a shooting gallery. —Idiom. 9. play to the 
gallery, to act in a manner intended to impress the gen- 
eral public. 

galley (gale) /‘galiy/ n. [count], pi. -leys. 1. a. the 
kitchen area of a ship, plane, or camper. b. any small, 
narrow kitchen. 2. a seagoing vessel propelled mainly by 
oars and used in ancient and medieval times. 

gal-li-vant (gal’a vant’, gal’a vant’) /‘gxlo,vent, 
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gxla'veent/ v. [no obj] 1. to wander about, seeking 
pleasure or entertainment; gad: They gallivanted around 
town. 2. to go about with members of the opposite sex. 
gal-lon (gal/an) /'gælən/ n. [count] a common unit of 
liquid measurement in English-speaking countries, equal 
to four quarts, the U.S. standard gallon being equal to 
231 cubic inches (3.7853 liters) and the British imperial 
gallon to 277.42 cubic inches (4.546 liters). Abbr.: gal. 
gal-lop (gal’/ap) /gwlap/ v. 1. to ride (a horse) at full 
speed: [no obj): The rider galloped away. [~ + obj): The 
cavalry galloped their horses for hours. 2. [no obj) to run 
at a gallop: The horses galloped away. 3. [no obj] to 
race; hurry: She galloped out of the house. —n. [count] 
4. a fast manner of moving for a horse or other four- 
legged animal in which, during each stride, all four feet 
are off the ground at once. 5. a run or ride at this pace: 
an early morning gallop. 6. a rapid rate of proceeding: 
working at a gallop. 

gal-lows (gal/6z) /‘gxlowz/ n., pl. -lows, -lows-es. 1. 
[count] a wooden frame made up of two upright pieces 
of wood with a crossbeam from which a person con- 
demned to death is hanged. 2. [noncount] execution by 
hanging: sentenced to the gallows. 

gall-stone (gôl/stōn/) /'gol,stown/ n. [count] an abnor- 
mal stony mass in the gallbladder or the bile passages. 

ga-lore (gə lor’, -ldr’) /ga'lor, -'lowr/ adj. [after a noum) 
in great or plentiful amounts: food galore at the party. 

ga-losh or ga-loshe (ga losh?) /gə'lof/ n. (count; usu- 
ally plural] a waterproof overshoe, esp. a high one. 

galvanize (gal’/va niz’) /‘gelvo,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-nized, -niz-ing. 1. to stimulate by an electric current: to 
galvanize nerves. 2. to startle into sudden activity: The 
news of the riots galvanized the police. 3. to coat (iron or 
steel) with zinc. 

gal-va-nom-e-ter (gal/va nom/i tar) /,gxlva'nnmitar/ n. 
[count] an instrument for detecting small electric cur- 
rents and measuring their strength. 

-gam-, root. -gam- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “marriage.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BIGAMIST, BIGAMY, GAMETE, POLYGAMY. 

gambit (gam/bit) /‘gambit/ n. [count] 1. an opening in 
chess in which a player seeks to obtain some advantage 
by sacrificing a pawn or piece. 2. any action or maneuver 
by which one seeks an advantage; ploy: an opening gam- 
bit in negotiations. 3. a remark made to open or redirect 
a conversation. 

gam-ble (gam/bel) /'gæmbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to play at a game of chance for money or other 
stakes: to gamble at cards. 2. to bet, wager, stake, or 
risk (something of value, as money) on the outcome of 
something involving chance or uncertainty; bet: [~ + obj 
+ on): I'll gamble my life on his honesty. [7 + on + 
obj): He gambled on that project's succeeding. 3. [~ + 
(that) clause] to take a chance; risk: We're gambling that 
our new Store will be a success. 4. to lose by betting: [~ 
+ obj + away]: gambled all his money away. [~ + away 
+ obj): gambled away all his money. —n. (count) 5. any 
matter or thing involving risk or hazardous uncertainty: 
We took a gamble in hiring him. —gam/bler, n. (count) 

gam-bol (gam/bal) /'gæmbəl/ v., -boled, -boling or 
(esp. Brit.) -bolled, -bol-ling, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to skip 
about happily or merrily, as in dancing or playing; frolic. 
—n. [count] 2. a skipping or leaping about; frolic. 

game’ (gam) /geym/ n., adj., gam-er, gam-est. —n. 1. 
[count] an amusement or pastime: children’s games; 
card games. 2. [count] the equipment for a game: Clean 
up the games from the floor. 3. [count] an activity in 
which players compete against others, involving skill, 
chance, or endurance and played according to a set of 
rules for the amusement of the players or of spectators. 
4. [count] a single occasion of such an activity: a hockey 
game. 5. [noncount] the number of points required to 
win a game: Gamie in table tennis is normally 21 points. 
6. [count] the score at a particular stage in a game: The 
game was seven to six at that point. 7. [count] a particu- 
lar manner or style of playing a game: He plays a fierce 
game. 8. [count] something resembling a game, as in 
requiring skill or endurance: the game of diplomacy. 9. 
[count] Informal. a business or professional activity: He's 
in the real-estate game. 10. [count] a trick or strategy: 
We saw through his game. 11. [count] fun; sport; joke: 
We have no time for your games. 12. (noncount) wild 
animals, including birds and fishes, such as are hunted 
for food or for sport or profit. 13. [noncount] the flesh of 
such wild animals, used as food. 14. [noncount] any ob- 
ject of pursuit, attack, abuse, etc.: Any new Student is fair 
game for the school bully. —adj. 15. [before a noun] re- 


gallon to gangway 


lating to animals viewed as game: game laws. 16. having 
a fighting spirit; plucky: a game fighter. 17. [be + ~] 
having the required spirit or will: [~ + for]: Who's game 
for a hike? [~ + to + verb): I'm game to try anything. 
—Idiom. 18. give the game away, to reveal the truth 
about something. 19. play games, to treat others ma- 
nipulatively: Stop playing games and tell us what you re- 
ally want. 20. play the game, to act in accordance with 
rules, conventions, or standards. —game/ly, adv.: The 
army fought gamely. —game/ness, n. [noncount] 

game? (gam) /geym/ adj. [before a noun] weak; lame: a 
game leg. 

game-cock (qam/kok’) /'‘geym,knk/ n. [count] a rooster 
trained for fighting. 

game-keep-er (gam/ké/par) /'‘geym,kiypar/ n. [count] a 
person, as On an estate or game preserve, who cares for 
wild animals and prevents them from being illegally 
hunted. 

game’ plan’, n. [count] 1. a carefully planned strategy 
or course of action, as in politics or business. 2. the 
Strategy of an athletic team for winning a particular 
game. 

game’ point’, n. [count] 1. (in tennis, squash, hand- 
ball, etc.) a situation in which the next point scored could 
decide the game. 2. the point itself. 

games-mans:ship (gāmz/mən ship’) /‘geymzmon,fip/ a. 
(noncount) 1. skill in manipulating people or events so 
as to gain an advantage or outwit one’s opponents or 
competitors. 2. the use of methods in a sports contest 
that are not against the rules but are improper or unfair. 

gam-ete (gam/ét, ga mét’) /‘gamiyt, ga'miyt/ n. [count] 
a mature sex cell, such as a sperm or egg, that unites 
with another such cell to form a new organism. See 
-GAM-. 

gam-in (ganin) /‘gxemin/ n. [count] 1. a boy who hangs 
around on the streets; urchin. 2. Gamine (def. 2). 

gam-ine (gam/én, -in, ga mén/) /'gamiyn, -1n, gæ'miyn/ 
n. [count] 1. a girl who hangs around on the streets. 2. 
a small, playfully mischievous girl. —adj. 3. of or like a 
gamine: clothes for the gamine figure. 

gam-ma (gam/s) /'gæmə/ n. [count], pi. -mas. the third 
letter of the Greek alphabet (T, y). 

gam/ma ray’, n. [count] 1. a particle of high-energy, 
high-frequency radiation given off by a radioactive atomic 
nucleus. 2. a stream of such radiation. 

game-ut (gam/at) /‘gemoat/ n. (count; usually singular: the 
+ ~ + of) 1. an entire range: the gamut of emotions, 
from grief to joy. 2. the whole series of recognized musi- 
cal notes. —Idiom. 3. run the gamut, to extend 
across an entire range: His emotions ran the gamut, 
from fear to joy. 

gam-y or gameey (gā/mē) /'geymiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
having the tangy flavor of game esp. when slightly 
tainted. —gam/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

gan-der (gan/der) /‘gandor/ n. [count] 1. the male of 
the goose. Compare Goose (def. 2). 2. Slang. a look: 
Take a gander at his new shoes. 

gang (gang) /gxn/ n. [count] 1. a group or band: a gang 
of sightseers. 2. a group of youngsters who associate 
closely with each other, esp. such a group engaging in 
antisocial behavior: street gangs. 3. a group of persons 
associated for some criminal purpose: terrorist gangs. 4. 
a group of people with similar tastes or interests: throw- 
ing a party for the gang | bow! with. 5. a group of per- 
sons working together: a gang of laborers. —v. 6. gang 
up, [~ + on/against + obj] to combine against: Her 
three brothers were always ganging up on her. 

gan-gling (gang/gling) /‘gxnglin/ also ganegly, -gli-er, 
-gli-est, adj. awkwardly and loosely built; lanky: a tall, 
gangling youth. 

gan-gli-on (gang/glé an) /'gængliyən/ n. (count), pl. -eli- 
a (-glé a) /-gliyə/ -gli-ons. a concentrated mass of nerve 
cells connected to each other. 

ganeg-plank (gang’plangk’) /gæn,plænk/ n. [count] a 
small movable bridge used for boarding or leaving a ship 
at a pier. Also called gangway. 

gan-grene (gang’grén, gang = grén’) /'gwngriyn, 
gæp'griyn/ n. [noncount] the death of body tissue due to 
blocked blood flow, usually followed by decay. —gan- 
gre-nous (gang/qra nas) /‘giengranas/ adj. 

gane-ster (gand/star) /'gænstər/ n. [count] a member of 
a gang of criminals; mobster. 

gangway (n. gang/wa’; interj. gang/wa’) / n. ‘gen, wey; 
interj. 'gæg'wey/ n. [count] 1. a passageway, esp. a nar- 
row walkway. 2. GANGPLANK. 3. Brit. an aisle in the House 
of Commons separating the more influential members of 
the political parties from the younger, less influential 
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members. —interj. 4. Clear the way!—used as a warning 
or to ask for clear passage. 

gan-try (gan/tré) /‘gwntriy/ n. [count], pl. -tries. 1. a 
framework going high across a railroad track for display- 
ing signals. 2. a similar framework, as a bridgelike por- 
tion of certain cranes. 

gaol (jal) /d3cyl/ n., v. Brit. saw. —gaol/er, n. 

gap (gap) /gæp/ n. [count] 1. a break or opening: The 
animats escaped through a gap in the fence. 2. an in- 
complete area: a gap in one’s memory. 3. a wide or 
great difference between things: a gap between the rich 
and the poor. 4. a great or wide disparity in attitudes, 
ways of thinking or seeing, character, or development: a 
comnninications gap. 5. ravine. 6. a mountain pass: the 
Cumberland Gap. 

gape (gap. gap) /gcyp. gæp/ v., gaped (gapt, gapt) 
/geypt. gæpt/ gap-ing. 1. [~ + at + obj] to stare with 
the mouth wide open, as in shock, wonder, or surprise: 
The tourists gaped at the talt buildings. 2. [no obj] to 
open or spread widely; split: The canyon gaped before 
them. —gap/ing, adj. (before a noun) 

garage (gə räzh/, -raj’) /go'ra3, -'rad3/ n., v., -raged, 
-rag-ing. —n. [count] 1. a building or indoor area for 
parking motor vehicles. See illustration at House. 2. a 
business for repairing and servicing motor vehicles. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to put or keep in a garage: They garaged 
their car. 

garb (garb) /garb/ n. [noncount] 1. clothes; mode of 
dress, esp. when distinctive: a nurse's garb. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to dress; clothe: garbed in beautiful robes. 

gar-bage (gar/bij) /‘garbid3/ n. [nmoncount) 1. matter 
that has been discarded, esp. food waste; refuse. 2. any- 
thing contemptibly worthless, inferior, or vile. 3. mean- 
ingless or unwanted computer data. 

gar’bage can’, n. [count] a container, usually of metal 
or plastic, for the disposal of waste matter, esp. kitchen 
refuse. 

gar-ble (gar/bal) /‘garbal/ v. [~ + obj], -bled, -bling. 1. 
to distort unintentionally or ignorantly; jumble: to garble 
instnictions. 2. to make unfair or misleading selections 
from or distort (facts, statements, writings, etc.) so as to 
change the meaning: to garble a quotation. 

gar-¢on (gar son’) /gar's3/ n. [count], pi. -çons (-sOn’) 
/-'sa/. French. waiter. 

gar-den (gar’dn) /‘gardn/ n. [count] 1. a plot or area of 
ground, usually near a house, where flowers, shrubs, 
vegetables, fruits, or herbs are grown. 2. [often phiral] a 
piece of ground or other space used as a park or other 
public recreation area. 3. a fertile and delightful spot or 
region: a garden in the wilderness. —adj. [before a 
noun] 4. relating to, produced in, or suitable for growing 
or use in a garden: garden vegetables. —v. [no obj] 5. to 
cultivate a garden: loves to garden. —Idiom. 6. iead 
(someone) down or up the garden path, to mislead 
through false hopes or promises of reward; delude. 
—gar/den-er, n. (count) 

gar-deenia (gar dē/nyə, -nē ə) /gar'diynyə, -niyo/ n. 
[count], pl. -nias. 1. a subtropical evergreen tree or 
shrub of the madder family, having shiny leaves and fra- 
grant white flowers. 2. the flower of these plants. 
gar/den-vari’ety, adj. common, usual, or ordinary; 
unexceptional: just a garden-variety mistake. 
gar-gan-tuean (gar gan/’chdo ən) /gar'gentfuwan/ adj. 
gigantic; enormous; colossal: a gargantuan task. 
gar-gle (gar’gal) /‘gargoal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to wash or rinse the throat or mouth with (a liquid 
held in the throat and kept in motion by a stream of air 
from the lungs). —n. [count; usually singular] 2. a liquid 
used for gargling. 

gar-goyle (gar’goil) /‘gargoyl/ n. [count] a water spout 
in the form of a grotesque human or animal figure. 
gar-ish (garish, gar’-) /'georif, 'gær-/ adj. 1. overly or 
tastelessly colorful, showy, or elaborate: garish Christmas 
decorations. 2. excessively bright; glaring: the garish 
lights of the disco. — gar/ish-ly, adv. —gar/ish-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

gar-land (gär’^lənd) /‘garlond/ n. [count] a wreath of 
flowers, leaves, or other material, worn around the neck 
for an ornament or as an honor, or hung on something 
as a decoration. 

gar-lic (gär/lik) /‘garlik/ n. [noncount] 1. a hardy plant 
of the amaryllis family, having a strong-smelling and 
strong-tasting bulb. 2. the bulb of this plant, consisting 
of smaller bulbs, or cloves, used in cooking. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. cooked, flavored, or seasoned with garlic: 
garlic bread. ~ gar/lick-y, adj., -iver, --est. 
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gar-ment (gar/meant) /‘garmoant/ n. [count] any article of 
clothing: Mowing garments. 

gar-ner (gar/nar) /‘garnar/ v. [~ + obj] to get; acquire; 
earn: obtain: The ballplayer had garnered a few trophies. 

garenet (gar/nit) /‘garnit/ n. 1. [count] a hard, deep red, 
glass-like mineral used as a gem. 2. [noncount] a deep 
red color. 

garenish (gar/nish) /‘garnif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to provide 
or supply with something ornamental; adorn; decorate. 
2. to provide (a food) with something that adds flavor, 
decorative color, etc.: garnished the lamb chops with 
parsley. 3. GARNISHEE. —n. 4. something placed around 
or on a food or in a beverage to add flavor, decorative 
color, etc.: [count]: a garnish of parsley. [noncount): 
Sprinkle some garnish on this salad. 5. [noncount) 
adornment; decoration. 

garenish-ee (gar/ni shé’) /,garnt'fiy/ v., -eed, -ee-ing, 
n., pl. -ees. Law. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to make a claim to 
(money or property) by means of garnishment: The gov- 
ernment will garnishee your wages untitł the money is re- 
paid. —n. [count] 2. a person told to hold money or 
property according to the terms of a garnishment. 

gar-nish-ment (gar/nish mont) /‘garnifmant/ n. [count] 
a warning given to a third party to hold wages, property, 
etc., belonging to someone else who owes money. 

gar-ret (garit) /‘garit/ n. [count] an attic. 

garerieson (gar’a san) /'gærəsən/ n. [count] 1. a body of 
troops stationed in a fortified place. 2. any military post. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to provide (a fort, town, etc.) with a gar- 
rison. 

gar-rote or ga-rote or ga-rotte or gar-rotte (ga- 
rol’, -rot’) /ga'rot, -'rowt/ n., v., -rot-ed, -rot-ing or -rot- 
ted, -rot-ting. —n. 1. [noncount] a method of capital 
punishment in which an iron collar is tightened around a 
person's neck until death occurs. 2. [count] a wire with a 
handle at each end, used for strangling a victim. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to execute by the garrote. 4. to kill or strangle 
with a garrote. —gar-rot’er, n. [count] 

gar-ru-lous (gar’a las, gar’ya-) /'gærələs, 'gæryə-/ adj. 
endlessly talkative, esp. about unimportant matters: a 
garniious gossip. —egarrulictty (go  roo/li te) 
/ga'ruwlitiy/ gar’ruslous-ness, n. (noncount]) —gar/ru» 
lous-ly, adv. 

gar-ter (gar’tar) /‘gartor/ n. [cont] an article of clothing 
for holding up a stocking, as an elastic band worn 
around the leg. 

gar/’ter snake’, n. [count] a harmless snake common 
in North and Central America, usually with three long 
stripes on the back. 

gas (gas) /gæs/ n., pl. gas-es, v., gassed, gassing. —n. 
1. a fluid substance with the ability to expand without 
limit, as opposed to a solid or a liquid: [noncount): huge 
clouds of gas in outer space. (count): Some gases are 
lighter than air. 2. any such fluid or mixture of fluids, 
used as a fuel, anesthetic, choking agent, etc.: [poncount 
}: The house is heated with natural gas. [count]: nerve 
gases. 3. [noncount) a. gasoline: gas for a car. b. [usu- 
ally: the + ~) the foot-operated accelerator of an auto- 
motive vehicle: put her foot on the gas. 4. [noncount) in- 
testinal gas produced by bactertal action on waste matter 
in the intestines. 5. Slang. a. [noncount] empty talk. b. 
(count; usually singular] a person or thing that is very 
pleasing: This party is a gas. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to over- 
come, poison, or asphyxiate with gas or fumes: Entire vil- 
lages were gassed in the war. 7. [no obj] Slang. to in- 
dulge in idle talk. 8. gas up, to fill the gasoline tank of a 
vehicle: [no obj]: We last gassed up in San Diego. [~ + 
up + obj): We gassed up the car. [~ + obj + up): We 
gassed the car 1p an hour ago. —Idiom. 9. step on 
the gas, /nformal. to increase one’s speed: You'll have to 
step on the gas to finish the book in time. 

gas’ cham/ber, n. (count) a room used for executing 
prisoners by means of poison gas. 

gas-e-ous (gas/é as, gash’as) /'gwsiyas, 'gæfəs/ adj. 
having the form or characteristics of gas: a gaseous 
smell. 

gash (gash) /gæf/ n. [count] 1. a long, deep wound or 
cut. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make a gash in: The barbed 
wire gashed my leg. 

gas-ket (gas/kit) /‘gwskit/ n. [count] a rubber, metal, or 
rope ring for placing around an opening or joint to make 
it close tight. 

gas-light (gas/lit’) /‘givs,layt/ n. 1. [noncount] light pro- 
duced by the burning of special gas that shines brightly. 
2. [count] a gas burner, jet, or lamp for producing this 
kind of light. 

gas’ mask’, n. [count] a masklike device that filters air 
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through charcoal and chemicals to protect the wearer 
against harmful gases. 

gas-o-hol (gas/a hdl’, -hol’) /‘gwsa,hol, -,hol/ n. [non- 
count) a mixture of gasoline and ethyl alcohol, usually 
containing no more than 10 percent alcohol, used as an 
automobile fuel. 

gas-orline (gas’a lén’, gasa lēn/) /gæsoə'liyn, 
‘gwso,liyn/ n. [noncount) an easily ignited liquid mixture 
of hydrocarbons obtained from petroleum that burns 
rapidly and easily, used chiefly as a fuel for internal- 
combustion engines. 

gasp (gasp) /gxsp/ n. [count] 1. a sudden, short intake 
of breath, as in shock or surprise: a gasp of horror. 2. a 
Struggling effort to breathe: gave a gasp for air. 3. a 
Short, convulsive utterance: The words came out as 
gasps. —v. 4. [no obj) to catch one’s breath: The audi- 
ence gasped in horror. 5. [no obj) to struggle for breath: 
He came out of the water and stood there gasping. 6. [~ 
+ out + obj] to say or utter while struggling for breath: 
was able lo gasp oul the namie of his altacker. —Idiom. 
7. last gasp, dying moments: the regime's last gasp. 

gas’ sta’tion, n. SERVICE STATION (def. 1). 

gas-sy (gas/ē) /'gwsiy/ adj., -siver, -sivest. 1l. full of or 
containing gas. 2. resembling gas: the gassy smell of car 
exhaust. 3. tending to have an accumulation of gas in 
the intestinal tract. 4. Slang. talkative. 

gas-tric (gas/trik) /‘gwstrik/ adj. [before a noun] relating 
to the stomach: a gastric ulcer. 

gas-tri-tis (ga stri/tis) /gw'straytis/ n. [noncount] a 
painful inflammation of the stomach. 

gas-tro-en-ter-i-tis (gas’tro en’'tə ritis) /,gws- 
trow,enta'raytis/ n. [noncount] a painful inhammation of 
the stomach and intestines. 

gas-tro-in-tes-tienal (gas’tro in tes’ta nl) /gas- 
trowin'testonl/ adj. of, relating to, or affecting the stom- 
ach and intestines. 

gas-tron-o-my (ga stron’a mē) /ga'stronomiy/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the art or activity of good eating. 2. a style of 
eating: French gastronomy. —gas-tro-nomeic (gas’tra- 
nomik) /,gwzstro'nomik/ gas’troenom/i-cal, adj. See 
-NOM-!. 

gate (gat) /gcyt/ n. [count] 1. a movable barrier, usually 
on hinges, closing an opening in a fence, wall, or other 
enclosure. See illustration at House. 2. a tower for de- 
fending or decorating such an opening: the palace gate. 
3. any means of access or entrance: the gate to success. 
4. any movable barrier, as at a tollbooth or a railroad 
crossing. 5. a passageway in a passenger terminal or 
pier that leads to a place for boarding a train, plane, or 
ship. 6. (usually singular; the + ~] the total number of 
persons who pay for admission to an athletic contest, a 
performance, an exhibition, etc. 7. [usually singular; Ihe 
+ ~ the total receipts from such admissions. 

-gate, suffix. -gale was derived from Watergate, originally 
the name of a hotel complex where officials of the Re- 
publican party were caught trying to burglarize Demo- 
cratic party headquarters. Watergate then came to be as- 
sociated with “a political cover-up and scandal.” The 
suffix is attached to some nouns to form nouns that refer 
to scandals resulting from concealed crime in govern- 
ment or business: /ran + -gate 7 lrangate (= a scandal 
involving arnis sales to tran). 

gate/’-crash/’er, n. [count] a person who attends a 
party, social function, performance, or sports event with- 
out an invitation or a ticket. 

gate-post (gat/post’) /‘gcyt,powst/ n. [count] the verti- 
cal post on which a gate is hung by hinges, or the post 
against which the gate is closed. 

gate-way (qgat/wa’) /‘gcyt,wey/ n. [count] 1. an en- 
trance or passage that may be closed by a gate. 2. a 
structure for enclosing such an opening or entrance. 3. 
something that serves as a means of entry or access: A 
good education can be a gateway to success. 

gath-er (gath/ar) /'gæðər/ v. 1. to bring or come to- 
gether into one group, collection, or place; collect; accu- 
mulate: [~ + obj]: to gather firewood. [no obj): A crowd 
gathered. 2. [~ + obj] to pick or harvest from a płace of 
growth: to gather vegetables from the garden. 3. [~ + 
obj] to pick up piece by piece: Gather your toys from the 
floor. 4. [~ + obj] to scoop up: She gathered the crying 
child in her arms. 5. [~ + obj) to increase: The car 
quickly gathered speed. 6. to assemble or collect, as for 
an effort: [~ + obj]: | gathered my energy for one last 
try. [~ + oneself + up]: He gathered himself up for Ine 
effort. {~ + up + obj]: She gathered up her courage. 7. 
to learn or conclude from observation; infer; deduce; un- 
derstand: [~ + (that) clause]: | gather that she is the real 
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leader. [~ + obj): He's rich? Yes, t gathered thal. 8. [~ 
+ obj] to wrap around or bring close to: He gathered his 
scarf around his neck. 9. [~ + obj) to pull (cloth) along 
a thread in fine folds or puckers by means of even 
Stitches: She gathered the hem of the dress. —n. [count] 
10. a drawing together; contraction. 11. Often, gathers. 
[plural] a fold, pleat, or pucker, as in cloth. —gath/- 
er-er, n. [count] 

gath-er-ing (gattYar ing) /'gæðərnn/ nm. [count] 1. a 
group or meeting of people in one place; assembly: A 
small gathering watched the game. —adj. (before a 
noun) 2. approaching: a gathering storm. 

gauche (gosh) /gowf/ adj. lacking social grace; awk- 
ward; tactless: a gauche remark. —gauche/ly, adv. 
—gauche/ness, 7). [noncourt] 

gau-cho (gou/chd) /'gawtfow/ n. [count], pi. -chos. a 
cowboy of the South American pampas. 

gaud-y (gô/dē) /'godiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. showy in a 
tasteless way; flashy: a gaudy display of wealth. —gaud- 
ily (qad/I €) /‘godliy/ adv. —gaud/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

gauge (gaj) /gcyd3/ v., gauged, gaug-ine, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to figure out or determine the exact dimensions, 
size, quantity, or force of; measure: fo gauge the thick- 
ness of a wall. 2. to estimate: He tried to gauge the reac- 
tion of Ihe crowd. —n. [count] 3. an instrument for 
measuring or testing something: a pressure gauge. 4. a 
means of estimating or judging; criterion: used opinion 
polls as a gauge of his popularity. 5. a unit of measure 
of the inner diameter of a shotgun barrel, equal to the 
number of lead bullets of such diameter required to 
make one pound: a twelve-gauge shotgun. 6. the dis- 
tance between the rails in a railroad track. 7. the thick- 
ness of various, usually thin, objects, as sheet metal or 
wire. Also, esp. in technical use, gage. 

gaunt (gont) /gont/ adj., -er, -est. 1. extremely thin and 
bony; haggard: He looked gaunt after his hospital stay. 
2. bleak; desolate: a gaunt landscape. —gaunt/ness, n. 
(noncount) 

gaunt-let’ (gont/lit, gant/-) /‘gontlit, 'gant-/ m. [count] 
1. a medieval glove made partly with metal, worn with a 
suit of armor to protect the hand. 2. a glove with an ex- 
tended, long cuff: a police officer's motorcycle gaunttiets. 
—Idiom. 3. take up the gauntlet, to accept a chal- 
lenge to fight. 4. throw down the gauntlet, to chal- 
lenge someone to fight. 

gaunt-let? (gont/lit, gänt/-) /‘gontlit, ‘gant-/ n. (count) 
1. a former punishment, chiefly military, in which the of- 
fender was made to run between two rows of men who 
Struck at him with switches or weapons as he passed. 2. 
an attack from two or more sides. —Idiom. 3. run the 
gauntlet, to suffer severe criticism or attacks. Also, 
gantlet (for def. 1). 

gauze (g6z) /goz/ n. [noncount] any thin and often 
transparent fabric made from any fiber in a plain weave, 
esp. loosely woven cotton used as a dressing for wounds 
or surgery. —gauz/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

gave (gav) /gcyv/ v. pt. of Give. 

gav-el (gav/al) /‘gevol/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling. —. [count] 1. a small hammer or mallet 
used esp. by the officer leading a meeting or by a judge, 
usually to signal for attention or order. 2. a similar mallet 
used by an auctioneer to indicate acceptance of the final 
bid. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to begin or put into effect by strik- 
ing a gavel: to gavel the committee into session. 

gawk (gôk) /gok/ v. [~ + af] to stare stupidly or with 
astonishment: onlookers gawking at the car accident. 

gawk-y (gô/kē) /'gokiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. awkward; un- 
gainly; clumsy. —gawk/iely, adv. —gawk/i-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

gay (ga) /gey/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. having or 
showing a merry, lively mood: in gay spirits. 2. bright, 
showy, or attractive: gay colors. 3. (often: be + ~] ho- 
mosexual. 4. [before a noun] indicating or relating to ho- 
mosexual interests or issues: a gay organization. —n. 
[count] 5. a homosexual person, esp. a male. 

gay-ly (gale) /'geyliy/ adv. Gay. 

gaze (gaz) /gcyz/ v., gazed, gaz-ing, n. —v. [no obj) 1. 
to look steadily and intently, as with great interest or 
wonder: He gazed out the window at the sunset. —n. 
[count] 2. a steady or intent look: an unwavering gaze. 
—gaz/er, n. [count] 

ga-ze-bo (gə zā/bō, -zé/-) /ga'zeybow, -'ziy-/ n. (count), 
pl. -bos, -boes. 1. a small roofed structure that is 
screened on all sides, used for outdoor entertaining and 
dining. 2. an open structure built on a site that provides 
an attractive view. 

ga-zelle (gə zel’) /ga'zel/ n. [count], pl. -zeNes, (esp. 
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when thought of as a group) -zelle. any of various small 
graceful antelopes of Africa and Asia. 

ga-zette (gə zet’) /ga'zet/ n. [cont] 1. a newspaper 
(now used chiefly in names): The Phoenix Gazette. 2. an 
official journal. 

gaz-et-teer (gaz/i tér’) /,gwzi'tior/ n. [count] a geo- 
graphical dictionary listing place names. 

G.B., an abbreviation of: Great Britain. 

gear (gér) /gior/ n. 1. a. [cont] a part, as a disk, wheel, 
or other device, having teeth of such form, size, and 
spacing that they mesh with teeth in another part to carry 
or receive force and motion. b. [cont] an assembly of 
such parts: a car's reverse gear. ©. a range of speed gov- 
erned by such machinery: [nonconnt): shifted to high 
gear. (count): shifted to a lower gear. 2. [nonconnt] ap- 
paratus used for a particular purpose: fishing gear. 3. 
[noncount] portable items of personal property, including 
clothing: dressed in our hiking gear. —v. 4. [~ + obj + 
to] to adjust or adapt to a particular situation in order to 
bring about satisfactory or suitable results: geared their 
ontput to consumer demands. 5. gear up, [no obj) a. to 
get ready for a future event: They were gearing up for the 
wedding reception. b. to put on gear for a particular pur- 
pose: The hikers geared up for the expedition. ¢. to be- 
come excited: We were all geared ip for the big party. 
—Idiom. 6. in or into high gear, in or into a state of 
the highest speed and efficiency: went into high gear in 
an effort to finish. 7. in gear, a. in the state in which 
gears are connected or meshed: The car is in gear. b. in 
proper working order: The office is in gear and working 
smoothly. 8. out of gear, in the state in which gears are 
not connected or meshed: The engine is out of gear. 9. 
shift or switch gears, to alter or change one’s strategy 
or thinking in a significant way. 

gear-shift (gér/shift’) /‘gior, fift/ n. [count] a lever for 
shifting gears, esp. in a motor vehicle. 

gee (jé) /d3iy/ interj. This word is used to express sur- 
prise, disappointment, enthusiasm, or simple emphasis: 
Gee, what a beautiful day it is! 

gee-gaw (jē/gô, gé’-) /' d3iygo, ‘giy-/ n. GEWGAW. 

geese (gés) /giys/ n. a pl. of Goose. 

gee-zer (gé/zar) /‘giyzor/ n. [connt] Slang. a man who 
behaves strangely, esp. an elderly one. 

Gei’ger count/er (gi’ger) /‘gaygar/ n. [cont] an in- 
strument for detecting certain radiation, used chiefly to 
measure radioactivity. 

geiesha (ga’sha, gé/-) /'geyfə, ‘giy-/ n. [count], pl. -sha, 
-shas. a Japanese woman trained as a professional 
singer, dancer, and companion for men. 

gel (jel) /d3el/ n., v, gelled, gel-ling. —n. 1. a partly 
solid, partly liquid substance, as jelly or glue, sometimes 
used in hair styling: [noncount): using gel to style her 
hair. (count): There are a number of gels on the market. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to form or become a gel. 3. sell (def. 2).: 
Most of my ideas need time to gel. 

gelatin or gel-a-tine (jel’a tn) / d3clotn/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a nearly transparent, oily substance, obtained 
by boiling the bones, ligaments, etc., of animals and 
used in making jellies, glues, and the like. 2. a prepara- 
tion or product in which such a substance is the essential 
ingredient. 3. jelly made of this substance: gelatin for 
dessert. 

ge-lat-ienous (jo lat/n as) /d3a'latnas/ adj. like a gel or 
gelatin; thick and sticky. 

geld (geld) /geld/ v. [~ + obj], geld-ed or gelt (gelt) 
/geit/ geld-ing. to remove the sex organs of (a horse or 
other animal); castrate: to geld a Stallion. 

geld-ing (gel/ding) /‘geldin/ n. [cont] a castrated male 
animal, esp. a horse. 

gel-id (jel/id) /' d3elid/ adj. very cold; icy. 

gel-ig-nite (jelig nit’) /‘d3zeligynayt/ n. [nonconnt] a 
powerful explosive substance made of glycerine and nitric 
acid. 

gem (jem) /d3em/ n. [comt] 1. a mineral, pearl, or 
other natural substance valued for its rarity and beauty 
and used in jewelry: diamonds and other gems. 2. 
something prized because of its beauty or worth: That 
new book is a gem. 3. a person held in great esteem or 
affection. 

gemstone (jen/ston’) /'d3em,stown/ n. [count] a 
mineral or crystal that can be cut and polished for use as 
a gem. 

-gen-, root. -gen- comes from Greek and Latin, where it 
has the meanings “race; birth; born; produced.” These 
meanings are found in such words as: ANTIGEN, CARCINO- 
GEN, CONGENITAL, DEGENERATE, ENGENDER, EROGENOUS, GEN- 
DER, GENE, GENERATE, GENUS, HOMOGENIZE. 


ge-ne-al-o-gy 


gen-ereal-is-siemo 


gen-er-a-tion 
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gen-darme (zhan/darm, -darm/) /‘3andarm, -'darm/ n. 


[count] a police officer in some European countries, esp. 
France. 


gen-der (jen/dar) /'d3endor/ n. 1. a. [noncount) a set 


of grammatical categories applied to nouns, membership 
in a particular category being shown by the form of the 
noun itself or the choice of words that refer to or modify 
it: Gender is often correlated in part with sex or animate- 
ness, as in the choice of he to replace the man, she to 
replace the woman, or it to replace the table. Gender is 
sornetimes assigned without regard to the meaning of 
the noun, as in French le livre (masculine) “the book” or 
German das Madchen (neiter) “the girl.” b. [count] one 
of the categories in such a set, as masculine, feminine, 
neuter, or common: By some classifications, Swahili has 
as many as eleven genders or noun Classes. 2. Sex: 
[noncount): discrimination on the grounds of gender. 
[count]: the feminine and masculine genders. See -GEN-. 


gene (jén) /d3iyn/ n. [comnt] the basic physical unit of 


heredity; a part of cells that provides the coded 
instructions for the production of RNA, which, when trans- 
lated into protein, controls how living things develop and 
grow. See -GEN-. 

(je7né ola jē, -al-, jen/ē-) 
/, d3iynty'plod3iy, -'wl-, ,d3eniy-/ n., pl. -gies. 1. [count] 
a record or account of the ancestry and descent of a per- 
son, family, group, etc. 2. [nonconnt] the study of family 
ancestries and histories. 3. [count] ancestry; descent 
from an original form: the genealogy of certain plants. 
—ge-ne-a-log-i-cal (jé/né ə loj/i kəl, jen/é-) /,d3iyni- 
yo'lodzikal, ,d3eniy-/ ge/ne-a-log/ic, adj. —ge’ne-al/o- 
gist, n. lconnt] 


gen-erea (jen/ər ə) /' d3enora/ n. a pl. of GENUS. 
gen-ereal (jen’ar əl) /' d3enoral/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 


or affecting all persons or things belonging to a group, 
category, or system: called a general meeting of union 
members. 2. [before a noun] of, relating to, or true of 
most persons or things: the general nood of the people. 
3. [before a noun] not limited to type; miscellaneous: the 
general pirblic. 4. considering or dealing with broad, uni- 
versal, or important aspects: issued general guidelines. 
5. affecting the entire body: general paralysis. 6. having 
extended command or superior or chief rank: [before a 
nonn): a general manager. [after a noun): the secretary 
general of the U.N. —n. [count] 7. an army, air force, or 
Marine Corps officer of high rank. —Jdiom. 8. in gen- 
eral, a. with respect to the entirety; as a whole; for the 
most part: He likes people in general. b. as a rule; usu- 
ally: In general, the bus is on time. 

(jen/ər ə lis/ə mō’) 
/, d3enara'lisa,mow/ n. [count], pl. -mos. (in certain 
countries) the supreme commander of the armed forces. 


gen-ereal-ietty (jen’a rali tē) /, d3eno'ræhtiy/ n., pl. 


-ties. 1. [connt] an indefinite or unspecific statement, 
one lacking details: talking in generalities. 2. (count) 
something usually true; truism: /t's a generality that peo- 
ple want to improve their lives. 3. [noncount] the greater 
part or majority: the generality of people. 4. [nonconnt] 
the state or quality of being general. 


gen-ereal-i-za-tion (jen’ar ə lə za’shan) /,d3enoro- 


la'zeyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or process of general- 
izing. 2. [count] a statement that is a general idea or 
principle. 


genmer-aleize (jen’ar ə liz’) /' d3enora,layz/ v., -ized, 


-iz-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to figure out (a general principle) 
from particular facts or instances: fo generalize a scien- 
tific theory from observations. 2. [no obj) to form (a gen- 
eral opinion or conclusion) from only a few facts or 
cases: We can't generalize frorn so little evidence. 3. [~ 
+ obj} to bring into general use or knowledge. 4. [no 
obj) to deal, think, or speak in generalities. 


gen-erealely (jen’ar ə lē) /‘d3enoraliy/ adv. 1. usually; 


ordinarily: He generally comes home at noon. 2. for the 
most part; widely: a generally true statement. 


gen/eral practi/tioner, n. [count] a physician whose 


practice is not limited to any specialty. Abbr.: G.P. 


gen/eral store’, n. (comnt] a store, usually in a country 


area, that sells a wide variety of merchandise. 


gen-er-ate (jen’o rat’) /'d3enəreyt/ v. [~ + obj], 


-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to bring into existence: produce; origi- 
nate: to generate ideas. 2. to create by a natural or 
chemical process: They used the waterfalls to generate 
power. 3. to inspire: to generate enthusiasm. See -GEN-. 

(jen’a rāshən) /, d3ena'reyfan/ n. 1. 
[comnt] the entire group of individuals born and living at 
about the same time: the postwar generation. 2. [count] 
a group of individuals most of whom are the same ap- 
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proximate age, having similar ideas, problems, attitudes, 
etc.: referred to them as the “silent generation.” 3. 
[count] the term of years accepted as the average period 
between the birth of parents and the birth of their off- 
spring. 4. [count] a stage of technological development 
or production: a new generation of computers. 9. [non- 
count} the act or process of generating; the state of be- 
ing generated. —gen/er-a/tion-al, adj. 

gen-er-a-tive (jen’ar ə tiv) /'d3enarativ/ adj. able to 
produce something; productive: generative processes. 

gen-er-a-tor (jen/a ra/tar) /' d3ena,reytar/ n. [count] a 
machine that converts one form of energy into another, 
esp. mechanical energy into electrical energy: a car's 
generator. 

ge-nereic (ja ner/ik) /d3a'nerik/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or applying to all the members of a class, group, or kind: 
a trait that is generic to hinnanity. 2. of, relating to, or 
making up a genus. 3. (of a word) that may apply to, or 
refer to, both men and women: A generic pronoun is 
“their.” 4. not protected by trademark registration: pre- 
scribed a generic drug. —ge-ner/i-cal-ly, adv. 

gen-er-oseiety (jen/a ros/i tē) /d3ena'rositiy/ n. [non- 
count] the quality of being generous; the act of being 
generous. 

gen-er-ous (jen/ar as) /' d3enaras/ adj. 1. free in giving 
or sharing; unselfish: generous with his money. 2. free 
from meanness or pettiness: a generous attitude. 3. 
large; abundant; ample: a generous portion of pie. 
—gen/er-ousely, adv. 

gen-ersis (jen’a sis) /'d3enasis/ n. [count], pl. -ses 
(-SE2/) /-,sityz/. an Origin; creation: the genesis of an idea. 
See -GEN-. 

ge-net-ic (ja net/ik) /d3a'netik/ adj. of or relating to 
genes: genetic differences between species. —ge-net/i- 
cal-ly, adv. —ge-net-i-cist (ja net/a sist) /dza'netasist/ 
n. [count] See -GEN-. 

genet/ic engineer/ing, n. (noncotnt] 1. the develop- 
ment and use of scientific methods, procedures, and 
technologies to change the genetic material of a cell, or- 
ganism, or population. 2. a technique producing unlim- 
ited amounts of an otherwise unavailable or scarce bio- 
logical product by changing the genetic material of a cell 
or bacteria so that the cell or bacteria produce the de- 
sired product. 

ge-net-ics (ja net/iks) /d3a'netiks/ n. [noncomnt; used 
with a singilar verb] 1. the branch of biology that deals 
with the heredity of living things and how genes contrib- 
ute to differences and similarities: Genetics is a science 
that combines biology and statistics. 2. the genetic prop- 
erties or makeup of an organism or group. See -GEN-. 

geneial (jén’yal, jē/nē al) /' d3iynyal, ‘d3iyniyal/ adj. 1. 
warmly and pleasantly cheerful; cordial: a geniat disposi- 
tion. 2. pleasantly warm; comfortably mild: a geniał chi- 
mate. —geeniealeiety (jé/né ali tē) /,d3ziyniy'alitiy/ n. 
(noncount) —gen/ial-ly, adv. 

genie (jé/né) /' d3iyniy/ n. [count] 1. Jinn. 2. a spirit, 
often appearing in human form, that when summoned by 
a person carries out the wishes of the summoner. 

geneictal (jen/i tl) /' dzenitl/ adj. [before a nonn) 1. of 
or relating to reproduction. 2. of or relating to the sexual 
organs. See -GEN-. 

gen-ictarlica (jen/i ta/lé a, -tal/ya) /, dzeni'teyliys, 
-'teylyə/ n. (plural the organs of reproduction, esp. the 
external organs. 

gen-i-tals (jen/i tiz) / d3enitlz/ n. [pluran 
See -GEN-. 

gen-ietive (jen/i tiv) /' d3enitiv/ adj. 1. of or naming a 
grammatical form that indicates possession, measure, 
origin, or other close association, such as painter's, in 
the painters brush; week's, as in a week's pay; authors, 
as in the author's book; and wornen’s, as in women's col- 
leges. —n. [count; usually singular; the + ~) 2. the geni- 
tive case; a word or form in this case: The genitive of the 
pronoun me is my. See -GEN-. 

gen-ius (jén/yas) /‘d3iynyas/ n., ph -iusees. l. an ex- 
ceptional and natural capacity of intellect or ability, esp. 
as shown in creative and original work in science, art, 
music, etc.: [noncount): Mozart’s genius. (count; usually 
singular): a genius for leadership. 2. [count] a person 
having such capacity: Einstein was a scientific genius. 

gen-o-cide (jen/a sid’) /' d3ena,sayd/ n. [noncount) the 
deliberate and systematic killing or murdering of a na- 
tional, racial, political, or cultural group. See -GEN-, -CIDE-. 
gen-re (zhan/ra) /‘3unra/ n. [count] a Class or category 
of art, music, or writing in which objects produced have a 
consistent form, content, or technique. 

gent (jent) /d3ent/ n. [comnt) a gentleman. 


GENITALIA. 


generative to geophysics 


gen-teel (jen tēli) /d3en'tiyl/ adj. 1. belonging or 
suited to polite society; well-bred: genteet manners. 2. 
falsely polite or delicate. 

gen-tile (jentil) /' dzentayl/ adj. (sometitnes: Gentile) 1. 
of or relating to any people not Jewish. —n. [count] 2. a 
person who is not Jewish, esp. a Christian. 

gen-tileiety (jen tii tē) /d3en'tilitiy/ nm. [noncomnt) 
good breeding or refinement; politeness and elegance. 

gen-tle (jen/tl) /‘d3ent!/ adj., -tler, -tlest. 1. kindly; 
amiable; calm: She had a soothing, gentle tanner. 2. 
not severe, rough, or violent; mild; light: a gentle tap on 
the arm. 3. moderate: gentle heat. 4. not steep; gradual: 
a gentle slope. 5. easily handled or managed: a gentle 
animat. 6. soft or low: a gentle sound. —gen/tle-ness, 
n. (noncount) —gen-tly Gentle) /‘dzentliy/ adv. 

gen-tleeman (jen/tl man) /‘d3entiman/ n. [count], ph. 
-men 1. a man of good family, breeding, or social posi- 
tion. 2. (used as a polite term) a man: Do you know that 
gentleman in the tweed suit? 3. gentlemen, (used as a 
form of address): Gentlemen, please come this way. 4. a 
civilized, educated, sensitive, or well-mannered man: ał- 
ways a perfect gentleman. —gen/tleeman-ly, adj. 

gen-tri-fi-ca-tion (jen/tra fi ka’shan) /,d3entrofi'keyfan/ 
n. [noncomnt] the buying and repair or replacement of 
houses or stores in poor, working-class, or run-down 
neighborhoods by more wealthy individuals. 

gen-tri-fy (jen’tra fi^) /'d3zentrafay/ v. [~ + obj], 
-fied, -fy-ing. to cause (a neighborhood) to undergo 
gentrification. 

gen-try (jen’tré) /d3entriy/ n. [phra] wellborn and 
well-bred people, as of an aristocracy. See -GEN-. 

gen-urflect (jen’ydo flekt’) /' dzenyu,flekt/ v. [no obj] 
to bend the knee or touch one knee to the floor in rever- 
ence or worship. —gen-urflec-tion (jen’y6o flek/shən) 
/ d3enyo'flekfan/ n. (count) See -FLEcT-. 

gen-ueine (jen/yoo in or, sometimes, -in’) /' d3enyuwin 
or, sometimes, -,ayn/ adj. 1. authentic; real; possessing 
the claimed character, quality, or origin; not counterfeit: 
genuine feather. 2. free from pretending; sincere: She 
has genuine admiration for talent. —gen/u-inesly, adv. 
—gen/u-ine-ness, n. (noncounnt) 

geenus (jé/nas) /' d3iynas/ n. [count], pl. gen-e-ra (jen/- 
ar ə) /' d3enora/ ge-nus-es. the major subdivision of a bi- 
ological family or subfamily in the scientific system of 
classifying living things. See -GEN-. 

-geo-, root. -geo- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “the earth; ground”. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: APOGEE, GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY, GEOPOLITICS, 
PERIGEE. 

ge-og-ra-phy (jë og/ra fe) / d3iy'ngrafiy/ n., ph -phies. 
1. [noncount] the science dealing with the areas of the 
earth's surface, as shown in the character and arrange- 
ment of and relations among such elements as climate, 
elevation, vegetation, population, and land use. 2. 
[count] the arrangement and features of a given area on 
the earth: the geography of a region. —ge-og/ra-pher, 
n. conn] —ge-o-graph-i-cal (jé/a graffi kəl) /,d3i- 
yə'græfıkəl/ ge’o-graph/ic, adj. —ge/’o-graph/i-calely, 
adv. See -GEO-, -GRAPH-. 

ge-oleorgy (jë olfa je) /d3iy'vlad3iy/ n., ph -gies. 1. 
[noncomnt] the science that deals with the physical his- 
tory of the earth, the rocks of which it is made up, and 
the physical, chemical, and biological changes that the 
earth has undergone or is undergoing. 2. [cont] the ge- 
ologic features and processes occurring in a given re- 
gion: the geology of the Andes. 3. (count; usually singu- 
far) the study of the rocks and other physical features of 
a moon or another planet. —ge-o-log-ic (je’e lojik) 
/ d3iya'lnd3ik/ ge/o-log/i-cal, adj. —ge/o-log/i-calely, 
adv. —ge-ol/o-gist, 1. [comnt] See -GEo-. 

ge-om-e-try (jE omi tre) /d3iy'pmitriy/ m 1. [non- 
count) the branch of mathematics that deals with the 
properties, measurement, and relationships of points, 
lines, angles, and shapes in space by means of certain 
assumed properties of space. 2. [moncoung any specific 
system of this that operates with a specific set of as- 
sumptions: Enclidean geornetry. 3. [coin the shape or 
form of a surface or solid: the geometry of the room's 
outline. —ge-o-metric (jé/a me/trik) /,d3iya'metrik/ 
ge’o-met/ri-cal, adj. —ge’o-met/riecal-ly, adv. See 
-METER-. 

ge-o-phys-ics (jé/o fiziks) /, d3iyow'fiziks/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] the branch of geology 
that deals with the physics of the earth and its atmos- 
phere, including the study of oceans, earthquakes, volca- 
nos, and the earth's magnetic field. —ge’o-phys/i-cal, 


geopolitics to get 


adj. —ge-o-phys-i-cist (je/0 fiz/a sist) / d3iyow'fizasist/ 
n. (count) See -PHYS-. 

ge-o-pol-i-tics (j@/6 poli tiks) /, d3ziyow'politiks/ n. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] the study of the in- 
fluence of geography on the politics, national power, or 
foreign policy of a country. —ge-o-porlit-iccal (je/6 pə- 
lit7i kəl) /,dzivyowpo'litikal/ adj. See -GEo-. 

ge-o-sta-tion-ar-y (je’o sta’sho ner/é) 
/, d3iyow'steyfo,neriy/ adj. of, relating to, or naming a 
satellite traveling in an orbit 22,300 mi. (35,900 km) 
above the earth’s equator, where the satellite’s rotation 
matches the earth's and the satellite always remains in 
the same spot over the earth. Also, geosynchronous. 

ge-o-theremal (jé/6 thir/mal) /, d3iyow'0armoal/ also 
ge-o-ther-mic (jé/6 thûr/’mik) /,d3iyow'Osrmik/ adj. of 
or relating to the heat of the earth's interior. 

geranium (ji ra7né am) /d3i'reyniyam/ n. [count] a 
common garden plant with small white, pink, or red 
flowers and rounded leaves. 

ger-bil (jiir/bal) /' d33rbal/ n. [count] a small rodent with 
long hind legs that is popular as a pet. 

ger-i-aterics (jer/ē a/triks, jér’-) /, d3eriy'atriks, ,d31ər-/ 
n. (noncount; used with a singular verb) 1. the branch of 
medicine dealing with the diseases and care of aged per- 
sons. 2. the study of the physical processes and prob- 
lems of aging. —ger/i-at/ric, adj. 

germ (jûrm) /d33rm/ n. [count] 1. a living thing small 
enough to be visible only through a microscope, esp. 
such a living thing that produces disease; microbe. 2. a 
source of development; origin; seed: the germ of an 
idea. 

German (jûr/mən) /' d33rmon/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Germany. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in 
Germany. —n. 3. [count] a person born or living in Ger- 
many. 4. [noncount] the language spoken in Germany. 

ger-mane (jar man’) /d3or'meyn/ adj. often: be + ~( 
+ to)] relevant; pertinent: In your essay, please stick to 
points that are germane to the subject. 

Ger’man mea/sles, n. [noncount; used with a singular 
verb] a contagious disease in which red spots appear on 
the body; rubella. 

Ger’man shep/herd, n. [count] one of a breed of 
large dogs with ears that stand up straight, a bushy tail, 
and a thick, usually gray or black-and-tan coat, often 
used in police work and as a guide dog. 

ger-mi-cide (jûr/mə sid’) /'d33rmə,sayd/ n. [count] a 
solution for killing germs. —ger/mi-cid’al, adj. See 
-CIDE-. 

germinal (jûr/mə nl) /'d33rmonl/ adj. being in the 
earliest stage of development: germinal ideas. 

ger-mi-nate (jûr/mə nat’) /'d33rma,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. 1. to (cause to) begin to grow or develop, as a 
seed into a plant: [no obj): The seeds germinated in the 
soil. [~ + obj]: germinated the seeds. 2. to (cause to) 
come into existence; begin: [no obj]: a good place to let 
your ideas germinate. [~ + obj]: to germinate some un- 
usual ideas. —ger-mi-nastion (jûr/mə na/shan) /,d33r- 
mo'neyfon/ n. (noncount] 

ger-on-tol-o-gy (jeran tol’a je. jér/-) 
/, dzeron'tolod3iy, ,d3tor-/ n. [noncount] the study of ag- 
ing and the problems of aged people. —ge-ron-to-log:i- 
cal (ja ron’tl oj/i kal) /d39,rontl'nd3rkal/ adj. —ger’on- 
tol’o-gist, n. [count] 

ger-ry-man-der (jeri man/dar, ger/-) /' d3eri,mendor, 
'ger-/ v. [~ + obj] to divide (a state, county, etc.) into 
election districts so as to give one political party a major- 
ity in many districts while concentrating the voting 
strength of the other party into as few districts as possi- 
ble: gerrymandered the region into several sinaller ones. 

ger/ry-man/der:ing, n. [noncount] 

gerund (jer/and) /' d3erand/ n. [count] a form of a verb 
that functions as a noun, such as the -ing form of an 
English verb: The word writing is a gerund in the sen- 
tence Writing is easy. 

-gest-, root. -gest- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “carry; bear.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: CONGESTION, DIGEST, GESTATION, GESTICULATE, GES- 
TURE, INGEST, SUGGEST. 

ges-ta-tion (je stā/shən) /d3e'steyfan/ n. [noncount] 1. 
the process, state, or period of time in which the female 
carries an unborn offspring before birth; the develop- 
ment of offspring in the womb: Human gestation takes 
nine months. 2. the process, state, or period of time in 
which an idea is developed: The plan was in gestation for 
years. ~ ges-ta/tioneal, adj. See -GEST-. 
ges-tic-u-late (je stik’yo lat’) /d3e'stikyo,leyt/ v. [no 
obj), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to make or use gestures, esp. in 
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an excited manner with or instead of speech: He gesticu- 
lated wildly. —gesstic-ucla-tion (je stik’ya la’shan) 
/d3e,stikya'leyfon/ n. (count): dramatic gesticulations. 
[noncount): the uses of gesticulation. See -GEST-. 

ges-ture (jes/char) /‘d3estfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. 
—n. 1. [count] a movement or position of the hand, arm, 
body, head, or face that expresses an idea, opinion, 
emotion, etc.: made a threatening gesture. 2. [noncount) 
the use of such movements to express thought, emotion, 
etc.: the study of gesture among different cultures. 3. 
[count] any action, communication, etc., performed or 
intended for effect or as a formality; demonstration: The 
donation was a gesture of friendship. —v. 4. to make or 
use a gesture or gestures (to express something): [no 
obj]: She gestured to me. [~ + that clause]: He gestured 
that I could come in. See -GEST-. 

get (get) /get/ v., got (got) /gnt/ or gotten (got/n) 
/‘gotn/ get-ting, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to receive or come 
to have possession, use, or enjoyment of: She got a 
lovely gift for her birthday. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to be in 
one’s possession or be available for one’s use: / need to 
get some information. 3. [~ + obj] to earn: I'm sure he 
gets fifty thousand a year. &4. [~ + obj + obj] to go af- 
ter, take hold of, and bring (something) for oneself or an- 
other; fetch: Please get me a cup of coffee. 5. to (cause 
to) become, to do, to move, etc., as mentioned: [~ + 
obj): We couldn't get the car into the garage. [~ + obj + 
verb-ed/-en]: We couldn't get the car started. [~ + verb- 
ed/-en]: He couldn't get started on his work. [~ + obj + 
verb-ing]: We finally got the car going. [~ + verb-ing]: | 
find it hard to get going in the morning. [~ + obj + to 
+ verb]: We finally got the logs to burn. [~ + obj + ad- 
jective): That gets me pretty angry. [no obj): She'd like to 
get away for a while. [~ + adjective): I get tired at night. 
6. [~ + obj] to catch (a disease or sickness) or feel the 
bad effects of: got malaria in the tropics; | got a head- 
ache from the noise. 7. {~ + obj] to communicate with 
over a distance; reach: to get someone on the telephone. 
8. [~ + obj] to hear or hear clearly: /7 afraid | didn't 
get your last naine. 9. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + obj] to un- 
derstand or comprehend: / didn't get the joke. 10. [~ + 
obj] to capture; seize: Get him before he escapes! 11. [~ 
+ obj] to receive as a punishment or sentence: The thief 
got a year in jail, 12.[~ + obj + to + verb] to influence 
or persuade: We'll get him to go with us. 13. [~ + obj] 
to prepare; make ready: to get dinner. 14. [~ + obj] to 
hit, strike, wound, or kill: The bullet got him in the leg. 
15. [~ + obj] to get revenge against: l'II get you yet! 16. 
[~ + one’s] to receive (one’s fair reward or punishment): 
Someday soon they'll get theirs. 17. [~ + (to +) obj) to 
puzzle; annoy; hurt: Their nasty remarks get (to) me 
sometimes. 18. [no obj] to come to a specified place; 
arrive; reach: to get home late. 19. [~ + to + verb] to 
succeed in something: She gets to meet a lot of interest- 
ing people. 20. [~ + verb-ed/-en] The verb get may be 
used as an auxiliary verb (like Be) and be followed by a 
past participle to form the passive; it means almost the 
same as “become”: She got inarnied when she was twen- 
ty-five. 21. get about, [no obj] a. to move around phys- 
ically from one place to another: He found it hard to get 
about after his leg injury. b. to become known, as a ru- 
mor: Soon the news got about. c. to circulate: She gets 
about a lot in her job as regional director. 22. get 
across, to (cause to) be or become clearly understood: 
[~ + obj + across]: I tried to get my inessage across. 
[no Obj): The message got across. 23. get ahead, [no 
obj] to be successful, as in business or society: She 
wants to get ahead in her job. 24. get along, [no obj] a. 
to go away; leave: We must get along now; see you soon. 
b. [~ + along (+ with/without] to survive or continue to 
go on: / can't get along without her. c. [~ + along (+ 
with)] to be on good terms; agree: He couldn't get along 
with his in-laws. 25. get around, a. [~ + around + obj) 
to overcome; circumvent; outwit: found a way to get 
around the law. b. [no obj] to travel from place to place; 
circulate: / don’t get around much anymore. 26. get at, 
[~ + at + obj] a. to reach; touch: / can't get at that 
book on the shelf. b. to suggest; hint at: What are you 
getting at—do you think he’s guilty? c. to discover; deter- 
mine: to get at the root of the mystery. 27. get away, 
[no obj] a. to escape; flee: The thieves got away. b. to 
start out; leave: Can you get away from the office by five 
o'clock? 28. get away with, [~ + obj] to do something 
without punishment: She got away with a lot of mistakes. 
29. get back, a. [no obj] to come back; return: We got 
back home in June. b. to recover; regain: [~ + obj + 
back]: We got most of our money back. [~ + back + 
obj]: We got back most of our money. ©. [~ + back + at 
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+ obj) to punish another for harm or injury done to one- 
self; get revenge on: Someday she'll get back at hiin for 
taking her money. 30. get by, a. to get beyond; pass: 
[no obj): | need to get by; please move a little. [~ + 
obj]: She couldn't get by us. b. to escape the notice (of): 
[no obj): Somehow these errors got by. [~ + by + obj]: 
These errors got by our accountants. c. {no obj] to sur- 
vive or manage to live or continue: couldn't get by on 
that low salary. 31. get down, a. to bring or come 
down; (cause to) descend: [no obj): The plane got down 
to about 500 feet. [~ + obj + down): The pilot got the 
plane down safely. b. [no obj] to concentrate; attend: Get 
down to work. c. [~ + obj + down] to cause to be de- 
pressed: This cloudy weather gets me down. d. [~ + obj 
+ down] to swallow: couldnt get any food down. 32. 
get in, a. [no obj] to enter: The thieves got in through 
the window. b. [no obj] to arrive at a destination: The 
plane got in at noon. c. [~ + in + with + obj] to enter 
into close association: She got in with a bad crowd. 33. 
get off, a. [~ + off + obj] to dismount from or get out 
of: The passengers got off the plane. b. to (cause to) be- 
gin a journey: [no obj]: We got off a few hours late. [~ + 
obj + off}: | got the kids off to school. c. to (help some- 
one to) escape punishment, esp. by providing legal assis- 
tance: [no obj): He got off with a very light sentence. [~ 
+ obj + off]: The lawyer got his client off. d. [no obj] to 
finish, as one’s workday: We get off at five o'clock. 34. 
get off on, [~ + off + on + obj] Slang. to enjoy: gets 
off on baseball games. 35. get on, a. [no obj) to make 
progress; proceed; advance: How are you getting on with 
your work? b. to continue: Lets get on with the trial, 
please. c. [be + ~-ing + on] to advance in age: He is 
getting on in years. 36. get out, a. to (cause to) leave or 
be removed: [no obj): Get out of this room. [~ + obj + 
out]: Get thein out of this room. b. to (cause to) become 
publicly known: [~ + out + obj]: He got out the story to 
the papers. [~ + obj + out): He got the news out. [no 
obj): How did the news get out so fast? c. to withdraw, 
leave, or retire: [~ + of + obj]: He got out of the stock 
tnarket before the collapse. [no obj): We'll get out before 
the stock market collapses. d. to produce or complete: 
[~ + out + obj]: We can get out a thousand papers 
each day. [~ + obj + out): We can get a thousand 
papers out each day. 37. get over, a. [~ + over + obj] 
to recover from: fo get over an illness. b. [~ + obj + 
over] to get across: / need to get my points over inore 
convincingly. c. [~ + over + obj] to overcome: / got 
over that problem. 38. get through, a. [~ + obj] to fin- 
ish: / hope I can get through all this work. b. [no obj] to 
reach someone, as by telephone: / tried calling you, but I 
couldn't get through. c. [~ (+ to + obj)) to make one- 
self clearly understood: Am / getting through (to you)? d. 
[~ + obj] to endure or survive: They rnanaged to get 
through the worst of the winter. 39. get to, [~ + obj] a. 
to get in touch or into communication with; contact: /7/ 
get to you by morning. b. to make an impression on; af- 
fect emotionally: That sad rnovie realty got to me. c. to 
begin: Let's get to work. 40. get together, a. to (cause 
to) congregate, meet, or gather together: [no obj]: We 
got together at the church. [~ + obj + together]: The 
minister got them together for a meeting. [~ + together 
+ obj): got together the best minds in the nation. b. [no 
obj] to come to an accord; agree: m sure we can get to- 
gether on a price. c. put together; organize: [~ + obj + 
together): He got a very good report together. [~ + to- 
gether + obj): He got together a good report. 41. get 
up, a. to (cause to) sit up or stand; arise: [no obj]: The 
child got up from the floor. [~ + obj + up): Get her up 
and bring her to the car. b. to (cause to) rise from bed: 
[~ + obj + up): The radio got me up at six o'clock. [no 
obj): | was so tired | couldn't get up on time. c. [~ + 
obj] to ascend or mount: We got up the mountain 
quickly. d. [~ + obj] to draw upon; rouse: He got up his 
courage. —n. [count] 42. a return of a ball, as in tennis, 
that would normally have resulted in a point for the op- 
ponent. —Idiom. 43. get it, a. to be punished or rep- 
rimanded: Youre going to get it if you're late. b. to un- 
derstand or grasp something: You just don't get it, do 
you? 44. get nowhere, to make no progress despite 
much action and effort. 45. get off someone’s back or 
case, Slang. to stop nagging or criticizing someone. 46. 
has or have got, [~ + to + verb] must: He's got to see 
a doctor right away. 
get-away (get’a wa’) /'geta,wey/ n. [count] 1. an es- 
cape: The thieves made a clean getaway. 2. a short vaca- 
tion. 3. a place for a vacation: The shore is their favorite 
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get/-togeth/er, n. [count] an informal, usually small 
social gathering or meeting. 

get-up or get-up (get/up’) /'get,ap/ n. [count] Inforrnal. 
costume; outfit: dressed in a weird getup. 

gew-gaw (gyd0’go, go0’-) /‘gyuwyo, 'guw-/ also gees 
Baw (gē/gô) /'giygo/ n. [count] something gaudy and 
useless; trinket; bauble. 

eey-ser (gi/zer, -sər for I; gé/zar for 2) /‘gayzar, -sər 
for t; \giyzar for 2/ n. [count] 1. a hot spring that 
sends up fountainlike jets of water and steam into the 
air. 2. Brit. a hot-water heater. 

Gha-na-ian (ga/né ən) /‘ganiyan/ or Ghaeniean (gan/é- 
ən) /‘geniyon/ n. (count) 1. a person born or living in 
Ghana. —adj. 2. of or relating to Ghana. 

ghast-ly (gast/lé) /'gæstliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. shock- 
ingly frightful or dreadful; horrible: a ghastly murder. 2. 
resembling a ghost: a ghastly pallor. 3. serious; very 
bad: a ghastly error. —ghast/li-ness, n. [noncount) 

gher-kin (gûr/kin) /‘garkin/ n. [count] the small, imma- 
ture fruit of a kind of cucumber, used in pickling to make 
a small pickle eaten as a snack. 

ghet-to (get/d) /‘getow/ n. [count], pl. -tos, -toes. l. a 
section of a city, esp. a thickly populated slum area, in 
which mostly members of a minority group live. 2. (for- 
merly, in most European countries) a section of a city in 
which all Jews were required to live: the Warsaw ghetto. 
3. an isolated or limiting environment in which a group 
has been put or has chosen to put itself: a luxurious sub- 
urban ghetto for millionaires. 

ghet-to-ize (get/o iz’) /‘getow,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-izeing. to segregate in or as if in a ghetto. 

ghost (gost) /gowst/ n. [count] 1. the disembodied soul 
of a dead person, imagined as nearly transparent and 
wandering among the living to haunt them. 2. a weak or 
weakened version: Shes a ghost of her former self. 3. 
the slightest bit: hadn't a ghost of a chance. 4. GHOST- 
WRITER. 5. a Secondary, usually faint or blurry image, as 
on a television screen or on a photographic negative or 
print. —v. 6. to ghostwrite (a book, speech, etc.): [no 
obj): She ghosts for a living. (~ + obj]: She ghosted sev- 
eral books. —Idiom. 7. give up the ghost, a. to die. 
b. to cease to function: The old car gave up the ghost on 
our last trip. —ghost/ly, adj., -li-er, -li-est. 

ghost-writ-er or ghost  writ-er (gōst/ri/tər) 
/‘gowst raytor/ n. [count] a person who writes a speech, 
book, article, etc., for another person who is named as 
the author. —ghost/write’, v., -wrote, -writ-ten, -writ- 
ing. [ no obj ): He ghostwrites for a living. | ~ + obj ): 
He ghostwrote severat books. 

ghoul (gdol) /guwl/ n. [count] 1. a legendary demon that 
robs graves and feeds on corpses. 2. a grave robber. 3. 
a person thought to resemble a ghoul. —ghoul/ish, adj. 

GI or G.I. (jé7i”) /' d3iy'ay/ n., pl. GIs or GI's or G.I.'s. 
[count] a member or former member of the U.S. armed 
forces, esp. an enlisted soldier. 

girant (jifent) / d3zayant/ n. [count] 1. (in folklore) a be- 
ing with human form but superhuman size and strength. 
2. a person or thing of unusually great size Or power. 3. 
a person or thing of extraordinary importance, achieve- 
ment, etc.: one of the giants of aviation. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. unusually large; gigantic; huge: a giant dino- 
Satir. 

giantess (ji/ən tis) /'d3ayəntıs/ n. [count] 1. (in folk- 
lore) a woman with human form but superhuman size 
and strength. 2. a woman of unusually great size or 
power. 

gib-sber (jib’ar, gib’-) /'d3ıbər, ‘gib-/ v. [no obj] to 
speak meaninglessly or foolishly; chatter: She was gib- 
bering excitedly about nothing. 

gib-ber-ish (jib’or ish, gib’-) /' d3ibarif, 'grb-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. meaningless or unintelligible talk or writing; 
nonsense. 2. talk or writing containing many obscure or 
technical words: a speech full of gibberish about the 
budget. 

gib-bet (jib/it) /' d3ibit/ n. [count] a gallows. 

gibsbon (gib/ən) /'gibon/ n. [count] a small, slender 
tree-dwelling ape of S Asia. 

gibe or jibe (jib) /d3ayb/ n. (count) an insulting, taunt- 
ing, Or sarcastic remark. 

gib-let (jib/lit) /' dziblit/ n. Usually, giblets. (piiral] the 
heart, liver, gizzard, or the like of a fowl. 

gidedy (gid’é) /'yidiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est. 1. dizzy; feel- 
ing the effects of vertigo: felt a little giddy at such a 
height. 2. (before a noun] causing dizziness: a giddy 
climb. 3. frivolous and lighthearted: He felt giddy and 
carefree. —gid/di-ness, 1. [noncount) 

gift (gift) /gift/ n. [count] 1. something given to another 
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freely and without payment in return, as to honor a per- 
son or an occasion or to provide assistance; a present: 
birthday gifts. See illustration at store. 2. something re- 
ceived without being earned: This worderfirl weather has 
been a gift. 3. a special ability; natural talent: a gift for 
music. 

gift-ed (giftid) /‘giftid/ adj. 1. having special talent or 
ability: She is a gifted storyteller. 2. having exceptional 
intelligence: a program for gifted children. 

gig’ (gig) /gig/ n. [count] 1. a light, two-wheeled one- 
horse carriage. 2. a light boat rowed with four, six, or 
eight long oars. 

gig? (gig) /gig/ n. [count] Slang. 1. a single engagement, 
as by jazz or rock musicians. 2. any job, esp. one of brief 
duration. 

gi-ganetic (ji gan/tik, ji-) /d3ay'gantik, d31-/ adj. very 
large; huge: We got lost in that gigantic airport. 

gig-gle (gig/al) /‘gigal/ v., -gled, -gling, 1. —v. [no obj) 
1. to laugh in a silly, often high-pitched way, as from 
nervous embarrassment. —n. [count] 2. a silly, often 
high-pitched laugh. —gig/gler, n. [coun] —gig’gly, 
adj., -gliver, -gli-est. 

gig-o-lo (jig’a 16’, zhig’-) /' d3iga,low, '319-/ n. [count], 
pi. -los. 1. a man, esp. a younger man supported by a 
usually older woman in return for his sexual attention 
and companionship. 2. a male professional dancing 
partner or escort. 

Gi/la mon/ster (hé/la) /'hiylə/ nm. [count] a large, poi- 
sonous lizard of the SW United States and NW Mexico, 
covered with beadlike scales of yellow, orange, and 
black. 

gild (gild) /gild/ v. [~ + obj), gild-ed or gilt (gilt) /gult/ 
gild-ing. 1. to coat with gold, gold leaf, or a gold-colored 
substance. — Idiom. 2. gild the lily, to add unneces- 
sary ornamental details to something already of great 
beauty. —gild’er, n. [count] —gild/ing, n. [noncount) 

gill’ (gil) /gil/ n. [count] 1. the breathing organ of some 
water animals, as fish, that breathe oxygen dissolved in 
water. ——Idiom. 2. green or white around the gills, 
somewhat pale, as from sickness: He looked a little 
green around the gills after that rough boat ride. 3. to 
the gills, /vformal. as full as possible: was filled to the 
gills with medications. 

gill? (ji) /d3il/ n. [count] a unit of liquid measure equal 
to 'A of a pint (118.2937 ml). 
gilt (gilt) /gilt/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of Guo'. —adj. 2. 
coated with or as if with gold; gilded; gold in color; 
golden. —r. [noncount] 3. the thin layer of gold or other 
material applied in gilding. 
gilt’-edged’ or gilt/-edge’, adj. 1. having the edge or 
edges gilded: gilt-edged paper. 2. of the highest or best 
quality, kind, rating, etc.: gilt-edged securities. 
gim-crack (jim/krak’) /'d3im,krak/ n. [count] 1. a 
showy, useless thing; gewgaw; trinket. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. showy but useless: gimcrack itents at a flea 
market. —gim/crack/ersy, n. (roncourrit] 
gim-let (gim/lit) /‘gimlit/ n. [count] l. a small, sharp 
tool for boring holes, made of a shaft with a pointed 
screw at one end and a handle at the other. 2. a cocktail 
of gin or vodka, lime juice, and sometimes sugar. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to pierce with or as if with a gimlet. —adj. 
[before a noun) 4. sharp; piercing: te old sailor's gintlet 
eyes. 
gim-mick (gin/ik) /‘gimik/ n. [connt] an ingenious or 
new device, plan, or action, esp. one used to draw atten- 
tion or increase appeal; stunt; ploy: They needed a girn- 
mick to sell their cars. —gim-emickery (gim/i kre) 
/‘gimikriy/ u. [noncount] —gim/mickey, adj. 
gimp (gimp) /gimp/ n. [court] Slang. 1. a limp. 2. a 
person who limps. —v. [no obj] 3. to limp. —gimp’y, 
adj. 
gin’ (jin) /d3in/ n. a clear, colorless alcoholic liquor dis- 
tilled with juniper berries and other flavorings: [norn- 
count): bouglit some gin. (count): bought a gin and 
tonic. 
gin? (jin) /d3in/ s. [noncount] 1. Also called gin rummy. 
a card game, a variety of rummy for two players. 2. a 
hand in this game in which the cards are matched in 
sets, winning extra points. 
gineger (jin4jar) /' d3ind3oar/ r. [noncount] 1. a reedlike 
plant originally from SE Asia but now grown in most 
warm countries, having a strong-smelling and spicy root 
used in cookery and medicine. 2. animation; excitement 
and vigor: a performance full of ginger. 3. a yellowish or 
reddish brown. —adj. {before a noun) 4. flavored or 
made with ginger. —gin’ger-y, adj. 
gin’ger ale’, n. a bubbling soft drink flavored with gin- 
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ger extract: [noncount]: some homemade ginger ale. 
[count]: Please bring us two ginger ales. 

gin-ger-bread (jin/jar bred’) /' d3ind3ar,bred/ n. [non- 
count] a cake or cookie flavored with ginger and molas- 
ses. 

gin-gere-ly (jin’jar 1ē) /' d3ind3arliy/ adv. 1. with great 
care or caution; warily: / stepped gingerly over the bro- 
ken glass. —adj. 2. cautious; careful: walking in a gin- 
gerly manner. 

ging-ham (ging’am) /‘ginam/ n. [noncount) plain cotton 
cloth or fabric, usually striped or checked. 

gin-gi-vietis (jin/ja vitis) /, d3ınd3ə'vaytıs/ n. [non- 
count] inflammation and soreness of the gums. 

ginkgo or ging-ko (ging’k6, jing’-) /‘gigkow, 'd31p-/ n. 
[count], pi. -goes or -koes. a cultivated shade tree origi- 
nally from China, having fan-shaped leaves and fleshy 
seeds with insides that can be eaten. 

gin’ rum/my, n. Gin? (def. l). 

gin-seng (jin’seng) /'d3insen/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
sweet-smelling root of a certain plant, used in medicine. 
2. a preparation, as tea or extract, made from this root. 

gi-raffe (ja raf’) / d3ə'ræf/ n. (count) a tall, long-necked, 
spotted animal of Africa, the tallest living four-legged ani- 
mal. 

gird (gird) /g3rd/ v. [~ + obj], gird-ed or girt (gurt) 
lgsrt/ gird-ing. 1. [~ + oneself to put a belt or band 
around (oneself); bind with a belt or band: They girded 
themselves with brightly colored cords. 2. [~ + no obj) 
to surround; enclose; hem in: The enemy was girded by 
our troops. 3. [~ + oneself) to prepare (oneself) for ac- 
tion: brace: girded themselves for battle. —-Idiom. 4. 
gird one’s loins, to prepare oneself for something re- 
quiring strength or endurance. 

gird-er (gir/dar) /‘g3rdar/ n. [count] a large beam, as of 
steel, reinforced concrete, or timber, used for supporting 
buildings, structures, etc. 

giredle (giir/dl) /‘g3rdl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
1. an undergarment, worn esp. by women, for giving a 
slimmer appearance to the abdomen, hips, and buttocks. 
2. a belt, cord, sash, or the like, worn about the waist. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to encircle with or as if with a belt; gird. 
4. to encompass; enclose; encircle. 

girl (gurl) /garl/ n. [cont] 1. a female child, from birth to 
full growth. 2. a young, immature woman, esp., formerly, 
an unmarried one: All the girls of the village came out to 
see the stranger. 3. a daughter: My wife and | have two 
girls. 4. Often Offensive. a grown woman: Who's the girl 
waiting on our table? 5. girlfriend; sweetheart: had a girl 
in every port. 6. Often Offensive. a. a female servant. b. 
a female employee: II have miy girl call your office. 
—girlV/hood’, n. (noncount] —eirl’ish, adj. 

girl-friend (girl/frend’) /'gsrl,frend/ n. [count] 1. a fre- 
quent or favorite female companion or lover. 2. a 
woman’s or girl's female friend. 

girl’ scout’, n. [connt; sometimes: Girl Scout) a mem- 
ber of an organization of girls (Girl Scouts’) that seeks 
to develop character and citizenship, promote health, 
and foster skills. 

girt (gûrt) /g3rt/ v. a pt. and pp. of GIRD. 

girth (girth) /g3r8/ also girt, n. 1. the measure around 
a body or object; circumference: [count]: The girth of 
that huge tree was several yards. [noncount): The tree 
was several yards in girth. 2. [noncount] size; bulk: a 
man of huge girth. 3. [count] a band that passes under- 
neath a horse or other animal to secure a saddle. 

gisemo or gizemo (giz/mō) /‘gizmow/ n. [count], pl. 
-mos. /nfortral. a gadget. 

gist (jist) /d3ist/ n. [voncount; the + ~) the main or 
essential point of a matter: the gist of a story. 

give (giv) /giv/ v, gave (gav) /gcyv/ giv-en, giv-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to present freely and without expecting something 
in return; make a gift of: [~ + obj + to + obj): to give a 
birthday present to my wife. [~ + obj + obj): to give my 
wife a birthday preserit. (no obj): The charity asked us to 
give generously. 2. to hand to someone: [~ + obj + 
obj): Give mie that plate, please. [~ + obj + to + obj): 
Give the book to your sister. 3. to place in someone’s 
care: [~ + obj + to + obj): | gave the folders to your 
assistant. [~ + obj + obj): Give the butler your coat. 4. 
to grant (permission, Opportunity, etc.) to someone or 
something: [~ + obj + obj]: Give me a chance. [~ + 
(to +) obj + obj): Let's give (to) each candidate the 
same chance to speak. [~ + obj + to + obj): You 
sliould give an opportunity to each candidate. 5. to con- 
vey by words: [~ + obj]: to give advice. [~ + obj + 
obj): | gave her my phone tunnber. 6. to communicate 
(a disease); transmit: [~ + obj + to + obj): She gave 


317 


her cold to her sister. [~ + obj + obj): She gave her sis- 
ter her cold. 7. to set forth or show; present; offer: [~ + 
obj): He wouldn't give a reason for his actions. [~ + obj 
+ to + obj): He wouldn't give any reason to his parents 
for his actions. [~ + obj + obj): He wontdn't give his 
parents any reason for his actions. 8. to pay or transfer 
possession to another in exchange for something: [~ + 
obj): They gave five dollars for the picture. [~ + obj + 
obj): They gave me five dollars for the picture. 9. to fur- 
nish, provide, or offer: [~ + obj]: to give evidence in a 
court of law. [~ + obj + to + obj): He gave testimony to 
the court. [~ + (to +) obj + obj): He gave (to) the po- 
lice the evidence they needed. 10. to provide as an en- 
tertainment or social function: (~ + obj): to give a Hal- 
loween party. [~ + obj + obj): We gave them an 
anniversary party. 11. to deal or administer: [~ + obj + 
to + obj): to give medicine to a sick patient. [~ + obj + 
obj): to give a sick patient medicine. 12. to assign, ac- 
cept, or figure as a basis of calculation or reasoning: [~ 
+ obj): Given these facts, the theory makes sense. [ ~ + 
obj + obj ): I give him two days before he quits. 13. to 
produce, yield, or cause: [~ + obj]: This recipe gives 
good results. [~ + obj + obj): The beer gave me a 
headache. 14. to make, do, or perform; put forth: [~ + 
obj): The car gave a lurch, then stalled. {~ + obj + obj): 
Give me a little kiss. 15. [~ + obj + to + verb] to 
cause; be responsible for: They gave me to understand 
that you would be there. 16. to care about something to 
the value or extent of: [~ + obj]: | don't give a hoot 
about their opinion. [~ + obj + to + verb): I'd give any- 
thing to be in bed asleep. 17. [~ + obj] to sacrifice: He 
gave his life for his country. 18. [~ + obj + obj] to as- 
sign; allot: They gave him the nickname “Scooter.” 19. 
to acknowlege as deserving; attribute or ascribe: [~ + 
obj + obj}: Youve got to give him credit, he did a good 
job. [~ + obj + to + obj): I have to give most of the 
credit to my teammates. 20. [~ + obj + obj] to connect 
with, as through a switchboard: The operator gave me 
your office assistant’s phone. 21. {present tense only) to 
present to an audience: [~ + (to +) obj + obj): Ladies 
and gentlemen, I give (to) you the governor. 22. to apply 
fully or freely; devote: [~ + obj + to + obj): I'll give my 
full attention to your problem. [~ + obj + obj): ll give it 
my full attention. 23. to inflict as a punishment on an- 
other; impose a sentence of: [~ + obj + obj]: The judge 
gave him a sentence of ten years. [~ + (to +) obj + 
obj): The judge gave (to) each defendant a sentence of 
ten years. [~ + obj + to + obj): The judge gave the 
maximum sentence to each defendant. 24. to pledge, of- 
fer as a pledge, or deliver: [~ + obj + obj]: She gave 
him her word. [~ + obj]: She gave her word. 25. [~ + 
obj + obj} to bear (a baby, children, etc.) to a man: She 
gave him a beautiful baby boy. 26. [~ + obj + obj] to 
cause a woman to have (a baby or children); to father: 
He gave her two children in four years. 27. [~ + obj + 
obj] to admit that (something) is true: He's not hand- 
some, I'll give you that. 28. [~ + me + obj] The expres- 
sion Give me when followed by something as an object is 
used to mean “I would like to have (the object men- 
tioned)”: Give me a house in the suburbs. (= | would like 
to have a house in the suburbs). 29. [no obj] to compro- 
mise or yield a little, as to influence or persuasion: Each 
side in the dispute must give on some points. 30. [no 
obj) to sink in, bend, stretch, or yield a little under 
weight, force, pressure, etc.: A horsehair mattress doesn't 
give much. 31. [no obj] to collapse; break down; fall 
apart: The old chair gave when | sat on it. 32. [no obj] to 
be warm and open in relationships with others: a with- 
drawn person who doesnt know how to give. 33. [no 
obj] Informal. to let out information: Okay now, give! 
What happened? 34. [~ + on/onto] to provide a view or 
passage; face, open, or lead: This door gives onto the 
hallway, 35. give away, a. to offer or donate as a pres- 
ent; bestow: [~ + away + obj]: He gave away all his 
money to charity. [~ + obj + away): He gave all his 
money away. b. to present (the bride) to the bridegroom 
in a marriage ceremony: [~ + away + obj]: The father 
gave away the bride. [~ + obj + away): She asked him 
to give her away at the wedding. c. to let out, disclose, 
betray, or expose: [~ + away + obj]: giving away se- 
crets. [~ + obj + away): Would we be giving any secrets 
away? 36. give back, to return (something), as to the 
owner; restore: [~ + back + obj]: | gave back the book. 
[~ + obj + back): | gave the book back. [~ + back + 
obj + to + obj): Give back the book to the owner. [~ + 
obj + back + to + obj): Let's give the book back to the 
owner. [~ + obj + back + obj): Give me back my 
money. [~ + obj + obj + back): Give me my money 
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back. 37. give in, a. to acknowledge defeat; admit a 
loss; surrender; yield: [no obj]: was too tired to fight and 
gave in. [~ + in + to + obj): She gave in to despair. b. 
to hand in; deliver: [~ + in + obj): She gave in her 
timecard. [~ + obj + in): She gave her timecard in. 38. 
give of, to devote or contribute generously of: [~ + of 
+ oneself]: She gives of herself at all times in her teach- 
ing. [~ + of + one’s + obj): She gave of her time freely. 
39. give off, [~ + obj] to put forth; emit: The gardenia 
gives off a strong fragrance. 40. give out, a. [~ + obj): 
to send out; emit: gave out a loud cry. b. [~ + obj] to 
make public or make known; announce: gave out the 
news. c. to distribute; hand out; issue: [~ + out + obj): 
I gave out the test booklets. [~ + obj + out): | gave the 
test booklets out. d. [no obj] to become exhausted or 
used up: The battery gave out. 41. give over, a. to put 
into the care or custody of; transfer: [~ + over + obj): 
She gave over all her property to her daughter. [~ + obj 
+ over]: She gave it over to her daughter. b. [~ + one- 
self + over] to submit fully; yield to: She gave herself 
over to tears. c. [~ + obj + over] to devote to a speci- 
fied activity: The day was given over to relaxing. 42. give 
up, a. [no obj] to abandon hope; despair: Afer a while I 
just gave up; I thought I'd never see her again. b. to 
stop; desist from; renounce: [no obj}: After searching ten 
hours straight, we gave up. [~ + obj]: refused to give up 
politics. [~ + verb-ing]: to give up smoking. c. to sur- 
render; relinquish: [~ (+ oneself) + up}: told the es- 
caped convict to give (himself) up. [~ + up + obj]: Give 
up your hostages. [~ + obj + up): Give the hostages 
up. d. [~ + oneself + up + to + obj] to devote (one- 
self) entirely to: She gave herself up to this project. —n. 
(noncount)] 43. the quality or state of yielding or sinking 
under force or pressure; springiness: There's not much 
give to this couch. —TIdiom. 44. give it to, [~ + obj] 
Informal. to reprimand or punish: His mom is really go- 
ing to give it to him for breaking the window. 45. give 
or take, [~ + obj] plus or minus a specified amount: in 
about an hour, give or take five minutes. —giv/er, n. 
(count) 

give’-and-take/’, n. [noncount] 1. the practice of deal- 
ing by compromise or with both sides giving in; coopera- 
tion. 2. good-natured exchange of talk, ideas, etc. 

give-away (giv’a wa’) /‘givo,wey/ n. [count] 1. an act 
or instance of giving something away. 2. something 
given away, esp. as a gift. 3. an unintentional or acciden- 
tal action that lets a secret be known or disclosed: My 
embarrassed laugh was a dead giveaway. 

given (giv’an) /‘gtvan/ v. 1. pp. of cive. —adj. 2. [before 
a noun) stated, fixed, or made specific or certain: a pay- 
ment to be made at a given time. 3. [be + ~ + to] in- 
clined; disposed: He was given to making snide remarks. 
4. This word is used to mean the same thing as “if 
(something) is true,” or “assuming that (something is 
true),” followed by a conclusion: Given A and B, C follows 
(= IfA and B are true, then so is C). —n. (count; usually 
singular] 5. an established fact, condition, factor, etc.: It 
was a given that the meetings were always late. 

giv/en name’, n. [count] the name given to one, as 
distinguished from an inherited family name; first name: 
Her given name was Nancy. 

gizemo (giz’md) /‘gizmow/ n., pl. -mos. GISMO. 

gizzard (giz/ard) /‘gizard/ n. [count] the thick-walled, 
muscular lower stomach of many birds and reptiles, 
which grinds partially digested food. 

gla-cial (gla’shal) /'gleyfal/ adj. 1. of or relating to gla- 
ciers or ice sheets; resulting from or associated with the 
action of ice or glaciers: glacial terrain. 2. bitterly cold; 
icy: a glacial winter wind. 3. happening or moving ex- 
tremely slowly: to work at a glacial pace. 4. coldly hos- 
tile: glacial contempt. —egla/cial-ly, adv. 

gla-cier (gla’shar) /‘gleyfor/ n. (count) an extended 
mass of ice formed from snow falling and gathering over 
the years and moving very slowly downward or outward. 

glad (glad) /gled/ adj., glad-der, glad-dest. 1. [be + ~] 
feeling joy or pleasure; delighted; pleased: She was glad 
about the good news. [~ + to + verb]: He was glad to 
get a job. [~ + (that)clause): We were glad that he finally 
got remarried. 2. [before a noun} accompanied by or 
causing joy Or pleasure: glad tidings. 3. [be + ~ + to + 
verb] very willing: ld be glad to help. —elad/\y, adv. 
—glad/ness, n. Lnoncount) 

glad-den (glad/n) /‘gleedn/ v. [~ + obj] to make glad: 
gladdened hearts everywhere. 

glade (glad) /gleyd/ n. [count] an open space in a forest. 

glad’ hand’, n. (count; often: the) 1. a hearty, some- 
times insincere welcome or greeting. —glad’-hand’, v. 
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2. to give a glad hand (to): [~ + obj]: The candidate was 
ont glad-handing local voters. [no obj): out glad-handing 
and making speeches. 

glad-iea-tor (glad’é a’tar) /‘ylediy,cytar/ n. [count] (in 
ancient Rome) a man armed with a sword or other 
weapon and forced to fight to the death in a public arena 
for the entertainment of spectators. 

glad-i-o-lus (glad’é G/las) /,glediy'owlas/ n. [count], pl. 
-lus, -li (-li) /-lay/ -lus-es. a plant of the iris family, native 
esp. to Africa, having erect, sword-shaped leaves and 
spikes of flowers in a variety of colors. 

glam-or-ize or glam-our-ize (glam/ə riz’) 
glemoa,ray2/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to make glam- 
orous; romanticize: a film that glamorizes violence. 

glam-or-ous (glam/ar as) /‘glemoras/ adj. 1. full of 
glamour; charming and attractive: a glamorous actress. 
2. full of excitement, adventure, or unusual activity: Nad a 
glamorous job. —glam/or-ousely, adv. 

glam-our or glamor (glam/ar) /‘glemor/ n. 1. the 
quality of fascinating or attracting, esp. by a combination 
of charm and good looks. 2. excitement, adventure, and 
unusual activity: the glamour of being an astronaut. 
—adj. [before a nonn] 3. glamorous: a glamour job. 

glance (glans) /glxns/ v., glanced, glancing, n. —v. 1. 
[~ + at) to look quickly or briefly: She glanced at the TV 
screen. 2. to look at or through something briefly and 
quickly: [~ + through + obj): She barely glanced 
through the newspaper. [~ + over + obj): | glanced 
over the homework. 3. [~ + on/off + obj] to gleam or 
flash; shine brightly: The sun glanced on the window. 4. 
[~ + off + obj] to strike a surface or object indirectly, 
esp. so as to bounce off at an angle: The arrow glanced 
off his shield. —n. [count] 5. a quick or brief look: loving 
glances. 

glanc-ing (glan/sing) /‘glensin/ adj. [before a noun) 
Striking at an angle: a glancing shot; a glancing blow. 

gland (gland) /glænd/ rn. [count] an organ or group of 
cells specialized for producing liquid chemicals or secre- 
tions that are used by or released from the body: sweat 
glands. —glan-duelar (glan/ja lar) /'glændzələr/ adj. 

glare (glar) /gleor/ n., v., glared, glar-ing. —n. 1. [non- 
count) a very harsh, bright, dazzling light: the glare of 
sunlight. 2. (count) a fierce or angry stare. 3. [noncount] 
dazzling public notice: the glare of publicity. —v. 4. to 
shine with or reflect a very harsh, bright, dazzling light: 
[no obj): Headlights glared in the night. [~ + off}: The 
lights glared off our faces. 5. to stare with a fierce or an- 
gry look: [no obj]: She glared angrily. {~ + at + obj): 
She glared at him. 

glar-ing (glar’ing) /‘glearin/ adj. 1. shining with or re- 
flecting a harshly bright light. 2. very conspicuous or Ob- 
vious; flagrant: a glaring error. —glar/ing¢ly, adv. 

glas-nost (glaz/nost, glaz’-) /‘gleznost, ‘glaz-/ u. [non- 
count) the policy within the former Soviet Union of 
openly and frankly discussing economic and political re- 
alities. 

glass (glas) /glws/ n. 1. (noncount] a hard, brittle, mostly 
transparent substance, usually produced by heating and 
melting sand, soda, and lime, as in the ordinary kind 
used for windows. 2. [court] a tumbler or other drinking 
container without a handle: a drinking glass. See illustra- 
tion at RESTAURANT. 3. [cont] a glassful: drank two 
glasses of water. 4. glasses, Also called eyeglasses. 
[plural\ two glass or plastic lenses set in a frame that in- 
cludes two side pieces extending over and behind the 
ears, to help someone with defective vision see better or 
to protect the eyes from light, dust, etc. 5. [count] a mir- 
ror. 6. [noucount] things made of glass: to collect old 
glass. 7. (cost) any of various instruments for viewing, 
as a spyglass. —adj. 8. made of glass: a glass bead. —v. 
[~ + obj] 9. to cover or enclose with glass: The room 
was glassed irl. 

glass’ ceil/ing, 1. (court; ssnually singular) an unac- 
knowledged barrier to advancing to the highest positions 
in a profession, esp. as imposed upon women. 
glass-ware (glas/war’) /‘glas,weoar/ n. [nonconnt] arti- 
cles of glass, esp. drinking glasses. 

glass-y (glas/ē) /'glæsiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. resembling 
glass, as in smoothness: a glassy surface of ice. 2. hav- 
ing no liveliness or expression: a glassy stare. 
glau-co-ma (glô kō/mə, glou-) /glo'kowma, glaw-/ m. 
[noncount] a condition of elevated fluid pressure within 
the eyeball, causing damage to the eye and steady loss 
of vision. 

glaze (qlaz) /yleyz/ v., glazed, glaz-ing, r. —v. 1. (~ + 
obj) to furnish or fit with glass: to glaze a window. 2. [~ 
+ obj) to give a glassy surface or coating to (a ceramic 
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or the like), as by the application of a substance or by 
heating. 3. [~ + obj] to coat (a food) with a liquid sub- 
stance that sets to form a smooth, glossy surface: glazed 
the ham with brown sugar. 4. (no obj] to become glassy: 
Their eyes glazed over with boredom. —n. 5. [count] a 
smooth, glossy surface or coating, as on a piece of pot- 
tery. 6. [noncount] the substance for producing such a 
coating. 7. [noncount] a substance, as sugar syrup, used 
to form a glaze on food. —glazed, adj. 

gla-zier (gla’zhar) /‘gley3or/ rı. [count] a person who fits 
windows or the like with glass or panes of glass. 

gleam (glém) /gliym/ n. [count] 1. a flash or beam of 
light: the gleam of a lantern. 2. a subdued or reflected 
light: the gleam of the full moon. 3. a slight showing; 
trace: a gleam of hope. —v. [no obj] 4. to send forth a 
gleam or gleams: He polished the silver until it gleamed. 
5. to appear suddenly: A lantern gleamed in the dark- 
ness. 

glean (glén) /gliyn/ v. [~ + obj] to gather or find out, 
usually bit by bit and with hard work: to glean infornia- 
tion. 

glee (glé) /gliy/ n. (noncount) delight; great joy: The 
children were full of glee. —glee/’ful, adj. —elee’ful-ly, 
adv. 

glen (glen) /glen/ n. [count] a small, narrow valley. 

glib (glib) /glib/ adj., glib-ber, glibebest. 1. able to 
speak fluently, easily, and often insincerely and without 
thought: a glib salesman. 2. said without thought; off- 
hand: a glib answer. —glib’ly, adv. —-glib/ness, n. 
(noncounit] 

glide (glid) /glayd/ v., glid-ed, glid-ing, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to move smoothly, as if without effort: skaters glid- 
ing over the ice. 2. [no obj] (of time) to elapse in a grad- 
ual way that goes unnoticed: The years glided by. 3. [no 
obj] to move quietly or without being noticed: He glided 
noiselessly into the room. 4. a. to move in the air, esp. 
at an easy angle downward, with little or no engine 
power: [no obj]: The plane glided toward the runway. (7 
+ obj]: The pilot glided the plane to a safe landing. b. 
[no obj] to fly in a glider. —n. [count] 5. a gliding move- 
ment, as in dancing. 6. an act or instance of gliding. 

glid-er (gli/dər) /'glaydər/ n. [count] 1. a heavier-than- 
air aircraft without a motor, launched by towing. 2. a 
person or thing that glides. 3. a porch swing made of an 
upholstered seat that hangs from a steel framework by 
links or springs. 

glimmer (glim/ar) /'glimar/ r. (count) 1. a faint or un- 
steady light; gleam: saw a glimmer in the woods. 2. a 
dim or faint perception; inkling: a glimmer of hope. —v. 
[no obj] 3. to shine faintly or unsteadily; twinkle: The 
lights glinimered in the distance. —glim/mer-ing, n. 
(count): faint glinimerings of hope. 

glimpse (glimps) /glrmps/ n., v., glimpsed, glimps-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a very brief passing look, sight, or view: 
caught only a quick glimpse of the gunmen. 2. a vague 
or incomplete idea; inkling: had experienced a few 
glimpses of his bad teniper. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to look 
briefly at: barely glinipsed the thief. 

glint (glint) /glint/ n. [count] 1. a quick flash of light: a 
glint from the shiny knife. 2. gleaming brightness: a glint 
in his eye. —v. [110 obj] 3. to shine with a glint: Light 
glirited off his knife. 

glis-sanedo (gli san’d6) /ylr'sundow/ adj., adv., n., pl. 
-di (-dé) /-diy/ -dos. Music. —adj., adv. 1. performed by 
sliding one or more fingers rapidly over the keys of a pi- 
ano or Strings of a harp. —n. [count] 2. a glissando pas- 
sage. 

glis-ten (glis’an) /‘glison/ v. [no obj] 1. to reflect a spar- 
kling light or a faint, flickering glow, as a wet surface; 
shine: The black street glisteried in the rain. —n. [count] 
2. a glistening; sparkle. 

glitch (glich) /glitf/ n. [count] 1. Informal. a minor de- 
fect or malfunction: A computer glitch forced the space- 
fight cancellation. 2. a sudden interruption or surge in 
electric power. 

glit-ter (glit’ar) /‘glitor/ v. [410 obj] 1. to reflect light with 
a brilliant, sparkling luster; sparkle: The gold glittered 
front her bracelets. —n. 2. (count; usually singular] a 
sparkling reflected brightness: the glitter of sunlight on 
the ocean. 3. [noncount] showy splendor; false attrac- 
tiveness: the glitter of fame. —glit/ter-y, adj. 

glit-ter-ing (glit’ar ing) /‘glitartn/ adj. [before a nour] 
brilliantly showy or successful: a glittering performiarice. 

glitz (glits) /gltts/ n. [sorncourit] tasteless showiness: the 
glitz of a Vegas casino. —glitz’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

gloam-ing (gld’ming) /‘glowmtn/ n. [count; singular: the 
+ ~] twilight; dusk. 
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gloat (glot) /glowt/ v. [~ (+ over)] to take satisfaction in 
anothers misfortune: Our opponents gloated over our 
bad luck. 

glob (glob) /glob/ n. [counfi 1. a drop of a liquid. 2. a 
usually rounded amount or lump of some liquid or soft 
substance: a glob of whipped cream. 

glob-al (gl6/bal) /‘glowbal/ adj. 1. relating to or involving 
the whole world; worldwide; universal: global weather. 2. 
wide-ranging; comprehensive: a global analysis of the 
problem. 3. globular; globe-shaped. —glob/alely, adv. 

glob-aleism (glō/bə liz’am) /‘glowba,hizom/ n. [non- 
count) a policy of involving one’s country internationally 
and of considering international as well as national goals 
and interests. —glob/al-ist, n. [count], adj. 

globe (glob) /glowb/ n. [conn 1. (singular; the + 7 
the planet Earth. 2. a planet or other celestial body. 3. a 
round ball or sphere on which is shown a map of the 
earth. 4. a spherical body; sphere. 

globe-trot-ter (gléb/trot/ar) /‘glowb,trntor/ n. [count] a 
person who travels reqularly to countries all over the 
world. 

glob-u-lar (glob’ya lar) /'globyələr/ adj. 1. globe- 
shaped; spherical; rounded. 2. made up of or having 
globules. 

glob-ule (glob’ydol) /globyuwl/ n. [count] a small 
spherical particle, like a drop: a globule of sweat. 

gloom (gloom) /gluwm/ n. [noncomnt) 1. total or partial 
darkness; dimness: covldn't see in the gloom. 2. a State 
of sadness or depression: / was filled with gloom. 

gloomy (glao’mé) /‘gluwmiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. dark 
or dim; deeply shaded: a gloomy prison cell. 2. causing 
sadness or depression: a gloomy situation. 3. hopeless 
or pessimistic: a gloomy view of the future. —gloom/icly, 
adv. —gloom/i-ness, n. [noncount{) 

glop (glop) /glop/ n. [noncounf) Informal. l. any gooey 
or gelatinous substance, esp. soft, unappetizing food. 2. 
overly sentimental material: The TV show was just some 
glop about happy families. —glop/py, adj., -pi-er, -pi- 
est. 

glorified (glôr/ə fid’, glor’-) /‘glora,fayd, 'glowr-/ adj. 
[before a noun] ordinary or simple, but treated as more 
splendid or excellent than would normally be considered: 
The Assistant Manager was really just a glorified office 
boy. 

glorrisfy (glor’a fi’, glor’-) /‘glora,fay, ‘glowr-/ v. [~ + 
obj), -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to cause to be pr, ¢reat as being 
more splendid, excellent, etc., than would normally be 
considered: The commercials for the army try to glorify 
military life. 2. to honor with praise, admiration, or wor- 
ship; extol: to glorify a hero. 3. to praise the glory of 
(God), esp. as an act of worship. —glor-i-fi-ca-tion 
(glor’a fi kā/shən, glor’-) /,glorofi'keyfan, ,glowr-/ n. 
(noncounf) 

glo-risous (glor’é as, glor’-) /‘gloriyas, 'glowr-/ adj. 1. 
delightful; wonderful: had a glorious vacation, 2. magnifi- 
cent; splendid: a glorious summer day. 3. yielding glory: 
won a glorious victory. 4. full of glory: a glorious hero. 
—glo/ri-ous-ly, adv. 

glory (glér’é, glor’é) /‘gloriy, 'glowriy/ n., pl. -ries, v., 
-ried, -ry:ing. —n. 1. [noncount] very great praise, 
honor, fame, or distinction; renown: He won great glory. 
2. [noncount) wonderful beauty or magnificence; splen- 
dor: the glory of autumn. 3. (count) something that is a 
source of honor, fame, or admiration; an object of pride 
or beauty: /he glories of ancient Greece. —v. [~ + in] 4. 
to rejoice proudly: They gloried in their children’s suc- 
cess. 

gloss' (glos, glôs) /glns, glos/ n. [noncount] 1. a luster 
or shine on the surface of something; glaze: the gloss of 
satin. 2. a falsely good appearance. 3. a cosmetic that 
adds sheen or luster, esp. lip gloss —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
put a gloss on: glossed her lips. 5. gloss over, to give a 
falsely good appearance to: to gloss over someone's mis- 
takes. 

gloss’ (glos, glés) /glos, glos/ n. [count] 1. an explana- 
tion or translation, by means of a note in the margin of a 
text. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to insert glosses On. See -GLOT-. 

glossary (glos’a rē, glô/sə-) /‘glnsoriy, ‘gloso-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. a list of terms in a special subject, 
field, or area of usage, with definitions, esp. at the back 
of a book. See -GLOT-. ; 

glossy (glos’é, glô/sē) /'glnsiy, ‘glosiy/ adj., -siver, -Si 
est. 1. having a shiny, bright surface: glossy hair. 2. hav- 
ing an often superficial appearance of richness or attrac- 
tiveness: slick, glossy-looking fashion models. 3. [before 
a noun) printed on shiny paper: glossy magazines. 

-glot-, root. -glot- comes from Greek, where it has the 
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meaning “tongue.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: GLOSS, GLOSSARY, GLOTTIS, POLYGLOT. 

glot-tis (glotis) /‘glotis/ n. [count], pL glot-tis-es, glot- 
tiedes (glot/i déz’) /‘ygloti,diyz/. the opening at the upper 
part of the vocal cords. — glot/tal, adj. See -GLOT. 

glove (gluv) /glav/ n. (count) 1. a covering for the hand 
made with a separate part for each finger and for the 
thumb. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. a similar covering 
made of padded leather, such as one having a pocket in 
the area over the palm for catching baseballs. 3. a 
leather covering for the fist and sometimes the thumb, 
used in boxing. —gloved, adj. 

glow (glō) /glow/ n. [count; usually singular) 1. a light 
given off by or as if by a substance heated hot enough to 
do so; incandescence: the glow of hot coals. 2. bright- 
ness of color: the glow of the rubies. 3. a sensation or 
state of bodily heat: a warm glow after exercising. 4. a 
warm, usually reddish color of the cheeks. 5. warmth of 
emotion or passion; ardor: felt the glow of love. —v. [no 
obj) 6. to give off a glow: The coals glowed for hours. 7. 
to shine like something intensely heated: The hands of 
the watch glow in the dark. 8. to have a healthy, reddish 
color: Her face glowed. 9. to feel very warm: His body 
was glowing after the exercise class. 10. to show happi- 
ness: glowing with pride. 

glow-er (glou/%ar) /'glawor/ v. (no obj; (~ + al + obj?) 
1. to look or stare with dislike, discontent, or anger; to 
glare. —n. [count] 2. a look of dislike, discontent, or an- 
ger; a glare. 

glow-ing (gling) /‘glowin/ adj. 1. giving off bright light 
or heat without flame: glowing coals. 2. showing good 
health or happy emotion. 3. warmly praising: a glowing 
account of her work. 

glow-worm $ (gl0/wirm’) /'glow,warm/ n. [count] the 
wingless female of a beetle, which gives off a continuing 
greenish light. Compare FIREFLY. 

gluecose (gld0’kGs) /'‘gluwkows/ n. [noncount) a simple 
sugar, C,H, Os. that is produced by plants during the 
process of photosynthesis and is the principal source of 
energy for all living organisms. 

glue (gloo) /gluw/ n., v., glued, glueing. —n. [noncount] 
1. a hard protein gelatin substance, obtained naturally by 
boiling skins, hoofs, and other animal substances in wa- 
ter or prepared artificially, used as a strong adhesive. 
—yv. [~ + obj] 2. to join or attach firmly with or as if with 
glue: fo give a label on a package; The kids’ eyes were 
glued to the TV screen. —glue/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

glum (glum) /glam/ adj., glum-mer, glum-mest. 1. sad 
and in low spirits; dejected: feeling ghim. 2. depressing: 
a glim prospect for victory. —glum/ly, adv. —glum/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

glut (glut) /glat/ v., glut-ted, glut-ting, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to feed or fill too much: to ghrt oneself with candy. 2. 
to flood (a market) with a particular item or service so 
that the supply greatly exceeds the demand: The market 
was gliutted with luxury cars. —n. [count] 3. an overly 
large supply or amount. 

glu-ten (gloot’n) /‘gluwtn/ n. [noncount] a grayish, sticky 
protein substance, part of wheat flour and other grain 
flours. 

gluetienous (gloot’n as) /‘gluwtnas/ adj. gluey; sticky. 
—glu/ti-nous-ly, adv. 

glut-ton (glut/n) /‘glatn/ n. [count] 1. a person who eats 
and drinks too much. 2. a person with a remarkably 
great desire or capacity for something: a glutton for 
work. —glut’/ton-ous, adj. —glut/ton-ous-ly, adv. 
—glut/tonr-y, n. [noncoint] 

glyc-er-in (glis’ar in) /‘glisorin/ also glyc-ereine (glis’- 
ar in, -ə rén/) /‘glisarin, -d,riyn/ m. GLYCEROL. 

glyc-er-ol (glis’a rdl’, -rol’) /‘glisa,rol, -,rol/ n. [non- 
count) a colorless liquid used as a sweetener and pre- 
servative. 

gnarled (närid) /nurld/ adj. twisted or knotted into a de- 
formed condition: gnarled tree roots; gnarled hands. 

gnash (nash) /næf/ v. [~ + obj] to grind or strike (the 
teeth) together, esp. in rage or pain. 

gnat (nat) /nat/ n. [count] a very small fly, esp. one that 
bites, or the midge. 

gnaw (nô) /no/ v, gnawed, gnawed or gnawn, gnaw: 
ing. 1. to bite or chew on, esp. for a long time without 
stopping: [~ + obj]: The dog gnawed the bone. [no obj): 
The dog gnawed at the bone. 2.[~ + obj] to wear away 
or remove by biting for a long time: The mice gnawed 
the paint off the walls. 3. {~ + obj] to form or make by 
biting or chewing for a long time: fo gnaw a hole. 4. [~ 
+ af] to trouble; vex; plague: Her mistake gnawed at her 
conscience. 
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gnome (nom) /nowny n. [count] one of a group of be- 
ings like dwarfs, supposedly living in the interior of the 
earth. —gnom/‘ish, adj. 

-gnos-, root. -gnos- comes from Greek and Latin, where 
it has the meaning “knowledge.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: AGNOSTIC, COGNITION, COGNIZANT, DIAGNO- 
SIS, DIAGNOSTIC, INCOGNITO, PRECOGNITION, PROGNOSIS, RECOG- 
NIZE. 

GNP or G.N.P., an abbreviation of: gross national prod- 
uct. 

gnu (noo, nydo) /nuw, nyuw/ n., pi. gnus, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) gnu. either of two stocky, oxlike 
African antelopes, silvery gray or black. Also called wilde- 
beest. 

go (gd) /gow/ v., went (went) /went/ gone (gon, gon) 
/gon, gon/ go-ing, n., pi. goes, adj. —v. 1. to move or 
proceed, esp. to or from something, or to do some activ- 
ity or for some purpose: [No obj): to go home. [~ + 
obj): Are you going my way? [~ + verb-ing]: They went 
shopping. [~ + to + verb]: We went to see her last 
week. 2. [no obj] to leave a place; depart: Please go 
now; Im getting tired. 3. [no obj) to keep or be in mo- 
tion; function or operate; work: / hear the engine going. 
4. [~ + adjective] to become (the condition as stated): 
He went mad. 5. to continue in a certain state or condi- 
tion: [~ + adjective]: to go barefoot. [~ + adverb 
phrase): We went in shorts and tee shirts even in Decem- 
ber. 6. [no obj) to act as specified: go fult speed ahead. 
7. [~ + to/into] to act so as to come into a certain state 
or condition: Let's go to sleep. 8. [~ + by/inder + obj) 
to be known: She went by a false name. 9. [not: be + 
~-ing; no obj) to reach or give access to: This road goes 
to the beach. 10. [no obj] to pass or elapse; pass by; 
slip away: The time went fast. 11. [no obj) to be applied 
or allotted to or used for a particular recipient or pur- 
pose: My money goes for food and rent. 12. [no obj) to 
be sold: The house went for very little. 13. [not: be + 
~-ing; no obj) to be considered generally or usually: He's 
tall, as jockeys go. 14. [~ + to + verb] to tend: This 
only goes to prove the point. 15. [not: be + ~-ing,; no 
obj) to belong; have a place: This book goes here. 16. 
[not: be + ~-ing; no obj) to harmonize; be compatible: 
Your shirt and tie go welt together. 17. [not: be + ~ing; 
no obj] to fit or extend: This belt won't go around my 
waist. 18. [no Obj] to be or become consumed or used 
up: The cake went fast. 19. [no obj] to be or become 
discarded, thrown away, dismissed, etc.: That awful 
jacket has got to go. 20. [no obj) to result or end; turn 
out: How did the game go? 21. [no obj) to develop or 
proceed: How is your new job going? 22. [no obj] to 
move or proceed with remarkable speed or energy: Look 
at that airplane go! 23. [no obj) to make a certain 
sound: The gin goes bang. 24. to be phrased, written, 
or composed: [no obj): How does that song go? [~ + 
clause]; That saying went: “We have nothing to fear but 
fear itself.” 25. [no obj) to fail or give way: His eyesight is 
beginning to go. 26. [no obj) to die: She went peacefully 
in her sleep last night. 27. [no obj] to come into action; 
begin: Go when you hear the bell. 28. [not: be + ~ing; 
no obj) to be or be able to be divided: Three goes into 
fifteen five times. 29. The phrase be + going + to plus 
the root form of a verb is used to mean nearly the same 
things as the word witt, that is “to do in the future; to 
have as one’s goal in the future’: We're going to leave 
soon (= We will leave soon). Their daughter is going to 
be a doctor (= Their daughter's goal is to be a doctor). 
30. [not: be + ~ing; no obj) to be allowable: Around 
here, anything goes. 31. (not: be + ~-ing; no obj) to be 
the final word: Whatever | say goes! 32. [no obj) to put 
oneself through: Don’t go to any trouble. 33. The root 
form of go followed directly by the root form of another 
verb in informal contexts is used to mean “proceed to,” 
with the meaning of greater feeling or emotion about the 
statement: He had to go ask for a loan (= He had to 
proceed to ask for a loan). 34. [no obj) Informal. to uri- 
nate or defecate. 35. [~ + obj] Informal. to risk, pay, af- 
ford, bet, or bid: l'II go you one better. 36. go about, [~ 
+ obj] to occupy oneself with; perform: went about her 
work with a srnile. 37. go after, [~ + obj] to attempt to 
obtain; try to accomplish; strive for: He went after first 
prize in the contest. 38. go against, [~ + obj] to be in 
conflict with or opposed to: Lateness goes against com- 
pany policy. 39. go ahead, [110 obj) to proceed without 
hesitation or delay: Go ahead and use iny car. 40. go 
along, [no obj] a. to agree; cooperate: She'll go along 
with your decision. b. to make progress; move along: 
The project is going along quite well. 41. go around, 
[10 Obj] a. to be often in company: went around with a 
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bad crowd. b. to pass or circulate: A rumor is going 
around. c. [not: be + ~-ing] to be sufficient for all: 
There is enough to go around. d. [~ + verb-ing] to do 
or perform (the action of the verb following) often: likes 
to go around hurting people. 42. go at, [~ + obj) a. to 
assault: attack: went at him with renewed strength. b. to 
begin or proceed vigorously: went at his new job with en- 
thusiasm. c. go at it, to fight; argue: Theyre going at it 
again. 43. go by, a. [no obj) to pass: Dont let this 
chance go by. Several months went by. b. [~ + obj) to 
be guided by: He always goes by the book (= He is al- 
ways guided by the rules). 44. go down, [no obj] a. to 
decrease: The inflation rate went down a little. b. to sink: 
The ship went down. c. to suffer defeat: Our team went 
down for the third time in a row. d. to be accepted or be- 
lieved: His comment didn't go down well. e. to be re- 
membered in history or by posterity: He wants to go 
down as a great leader. f. Slang. to happen; occur: 
What's been going down since I've been away? g. Brit. to 
leave a university, permanently or at the end of a term. 
h. to stop functioning: The computer went down. 45. go 
for, [~ + obj] a. to make an attempt at; try for: to go for 
a win. b. to assault: He went for the man with the gun. C. 
to favor; like: went for him in a big way. 46. go in for, 
[~ + obj] to occupy oneself with: He goes in for chess. 
47. go into, [~ + obj] a. to discuss, examine, or investi- 
gate: / don't want to go into your private life. b. to begin 
or enter as one’s field of study or work: She went into 
physics quite by accident. 48. go off, [10 obj] a. to ex- 
plode: The bomb went off. b. to make a loud noise: What 
time will the alarm go off? c. (of what has been expected 
or planned) to happen: The party went off exactly as we 
hoped. d. to teave, esp. suddenly: He went off with the 
money. 49. go on, a. [no obj) to happen or take place: 
What's going on at the office? b. [~ + verb-ing] to con- 
tinue: Go on working. c. to progress; go forward: [no 
obj): The show must go on. [~ + to + obj): Those train- 
ees will go on to flying school. [~ + to + verb): She 
went on to achieve great success on the stage. d. [no 
obj) to behave; act: If you go on like that, they'll fire you. 
e. [no obj) to talk without stopping; chatter. f. The 
phrase go on is used to express disbelief: Go on, you're 
kidding me. g. [no obj] to appear onstage in a theatrical 
performance: He went on as Othello. 50. go out, [no 
obj] a. to cease or fail to function: The lights went out. b. 
to participate in social activities: We like to go ont on 
weekends. c. to take part in a strike: The drivers’ union 
went out (on strike) last week. 51. go over, a. [~ + obj] 
to repeat; review; examine: Let's go over the examples 
one more time. b. [no obj] to be effective or successful; 
to be accepted or believed: The proposal just didn't go 
over. 52. go through, a. [~ + obj] to bear; experience: 
didnt want to go through a divorce. b. [~ + obj] to ex- 
amine; search: They went through our records very care- 
fully. c. [no Obj) to be accepted or approved (by): / hear 
your promotion just went through. d. [~ + obj] to use 
up; spend: We went through all this months money. 53. 
go through with, [~ + obj] to stay with (something) to 
the end: She went through with the divorce. 54. go un- 
der, [no Obj] a. to be overwhelmed or ruined; fail: Yet 
another business went under. b. (of a ship) to sink. 55. 
go up, [no obj] a. to be in the process of construction, 
as a building: Another high-rise building is going up. b. 
to increase in cost, value, etc.: Prices went up again last 
year. c. Brit. to go to a university at the beginning of a 
term. 56. go with, [~ + obj] a. [not: be + ~-ing] to 
harmonize or match: That hat goes with your dress. See 
go (def. 16). b. to have a relationship with: She's going 
with yet another movie star this month. See GO OUT WITH 
below. —n. 57. [noncount] energy or spirit: Shes got a 
lot of go. 58. [count] a try at something; attempt: to 
have a go at the puzzle. 59. [count; usually singular) a 
successful accomplishment; success: They made a go of 
it. 60. [count; usually singular) Informal. approval or per- 
mission, as to undertake something: The astronauts were 
told it was a go. —adj. [be + ~]61. (esp. in aerospace) 
functioning properly; ready: All systems are go. 
—Idiom. 62. from the word go, from the very start: 
She was trouble from the word go. 63. go all out, [no 
obj) to give the greatest possible effort: went all out to 
succeed. 64. go and, [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + verb] a. to 
be so thoughtless or unfortunate as to (do the action of 
the next verb): went and lost her gloves. b. to move or 
proceed to or from somewhere, and then do (the action 
of the next verb): /l/ go and see her tomorrow. 65. go it 
alone, to act or proceed without help or independently. 
66. go (out) with, [~ + obj] to have a relationship with; 
to date: went ont with her a few times. 67. go to it, to 
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begin vigorously and at once: Let's go to it so we can fin- 
ish on tine. 68. let go, a. [~ + of + obj] to free; re- 
lease: Let go of my hand. b. to cease to employ; dismiss: 
[~ + obj): The cornpany let go a hundred workers. [let 
+ obj + J]: They let a hundred of theim go. c. [~ (+ 
oneself) + go] to leave behind one’s doubts or inhibi- 
tions: Sometimes you just have to let (yourself) go. 69. 
no go, Informal. futite; useless: /t was no go; we couldn't 
couvince them. 70. on the go, [be + ~] a. very busy; 
active: on the go from morning to night. b. while travel- 
ing: luggage for the traveler (who is) on the go. 71. to 
go, for eating away from the place where sold: pizza to 
go. 

goad (god) /gowd/ n. [count] 1. a stick with a pointed or 
electrically charged end, for driving cattle, oxen, etc.; 
prod. 2. anything that urges; a stimulus to action. —v. 
[~ + obj (+ into)] 3. to drive with or as if with a goad; 
incite: actions meant to goad us into war. 

go/-a-head’, n. (count; often singular) 1. permission or 
a signal to proceed: They got the go-ahead on the build- 
ing project. —adj. (before a noun) 2. that puts a score or 
team ahead of another: a go-ahead goal. 

goal (got) /gowl/ n. [count] 1. the result or achievement 
toward which effort is directed; aim; end: His goal was to 
become a famous statesman. 2. an area or point toward 
or into which players of various games attempt to propel 
a ball or puck to score points. 3. the act of propelling a 
balt or puck toward or into such an area or object. 4. the 
score made by achieving this. 

goal-ie (g0/le) /'gowliy/ nm. GOALKEEPER. 

goal-keep-er (gOl/ké’par) /‘gowl,kiypar/ n. [count] (in 
ice hockey, field hockey, lacrosse, soccer, etc.) a player 
whose chief duty is to prevent the bal! or puck from 
crossing or entering the goal. —goal’/keep/ing, n. [non- 
count] 

goat (got) /gowt/ n. [count] 1. an agile animal with hol- 
low horns, closely related to sheep, usually found in 
mountainous regions. 2. a man overly interested in sex. 
3. SCAPEGOAT. — Idiom. 4. get someone's goat, Infor- 
mal. to anger, annoy, or frustrate someone. 

goat-ee (god té’) /gow'tly/ n. [count], pl. -ees. a man’s 
beard trimmed to a point on the chin. 

goat-herd (gdt/hird’) /‘gowt,hard/ n. [count] a person 
who tends goats. 

goat-skin (gōt/skin/) /'gowt,skin/ n. (noncount] 1. the 
skin or hide of a goat. 2. leather made from it. 

gob (gob) /gnb/ n. [count] 1. a mass or lump: He 
smeared a gob of plaster in the hole. 2. gobs, [plural 
Informal. a large quantity: gobs of money. 

gobeble' (gob/al) /‘gnbal/ v., -bled, -bling. 1. to swallow 
or eat quickly or hungrily in targe pieces; gulp: [~ (+ up/ 
down) + obj) We gobbled (up) our lunch. [~ + obj + 
up/down]: We gobbled it down and ran back. 2.[~ + up 
+ obj] to seize upon and read eagerly: She would go 
and gobble up the books in the library. 

gob-ble? (gob/al) /'gnbal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to make the throaty sound or cry of a mate turkey. 
—n. [count] 2. the cry itself. 

gob-ble-dy-gook or gob-ble-de-gook (gob/al dē- 
gòók/) /'gnbaldiy ,guk/ n. [poncount) language that is full 
of needlessly difficult words or is otherwise hard to un- 
derstand. 

gobbler (gob/lar) /‘gnblor/ n. [count] a male turkey. 

go’-between’, n. [count] a person who acts as a mes- 
senger between persons or groups who will not or cannot 
meet. 

gobelet (gob/lit) /‘gnblit/ n. [count] a drinking glass with 
a base and stem. 

gobelin (gob/lin) /‘gnblin/ n. [count] an evil spirit that is 
mischievous or harmful toward people. 

God (god) /gnd/ n. 1. [proper noun; no article] the crea- 
tor and ruler of the universe in certain religions, as Juda- 
ism, Christianity, or Istam; the Supreme Being. 2. [god; 
count) one of several beings thought to live forever, esp. 
one that is male (opposed to goddess), having power 
over some portion of wortdly affairs; deity: te Greek and 
Roman gods. 3. (god; count) any person or object held 
in great reverence, awe, or respect, or one thought to be 
important: His gods were money and power. —interj. 4. 
Sometimes Offensive. This word is sometimes used to 
express disappointment, disbetief, frustration, or the like. 
—god/like’, adj. 

god-child (god/child’) /‘gnd,tfayld/ n. [count], pl. -chil- 
dren. a child for whom a godparent serves aS a Sponsor. 

god-daugh-ter (god/dô/tər) /‘gnd,dotar/ n. [count] a 
female godchild. 

god-dess (god/is) /‘gndis/ n. [count] 1. a female god: 
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the Greek and Roman goddesses. 2. a much admired 
woman. 3. a woman of great beauty. 

god-fa-ther (god/fa’thar) /'gnd,fador/ n. [count] 1. a 
man who serves as sponsor for a child, such as at a bap- 
tism. 2. the head of a Mafia family; don. 

god’-fear/ing, adj. religious; devout; godly. 

god-hood (god/hdéd) /'gndhod/ n. [noncount) divine 
character or condition; divinity. 

god-less (god/lis) /‘gndlis/ adj. 1. acknowtedging no god 
or deity; atheistic: a godless society. 2. evil; sinful. 

god-ly (god/te) /'gndliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. obeying 
God or the rules of one’s retigion; devout. 2. coming 
from God; divine. —god/li-ness, n. [noncount) 

god-moth-er (god/mutt/ar) /‘gnd,madar/ n. [count] a 
woman who serves as sponsor for a child, such as at a 
baptism. 

god-par-ent (god/par’ant, -par’-) /‘gnd,peorant, -,par-/ 
n. [count] a godfather or godmother. 

god-send (god/send’) /‘gnd,send/ n. (count; usually sin- 
gular; a + ~] a needed thing that comes at the right 
moment: The extra money is a godsend. 

god-son (god/sun’) /'gnd,san/ n. [count] a male god- 
child. 

-goer, suffix. The suffix -goer is added to nouns to form 
nouns that mean “a person who (regularly) attends or 
goes to (the place mentioned)’: church + -goer ~ 
churchgoer (= a person who regularly attends church). 

go-fer or go-fer (g0/far) /‘gowfor/ n. [count] Slang. an 
employee whose chief duty is running errands. 

go’-get/ter, n. [count] Informal. an aggressively ener- 
getic person who works hard to get ahead. —go/-get/’- 
ting, adj. 

gog-gle (gog/al) /'gngal/ n., v., -gled, -gling, adj. —n. 1. 
goggles, [plural] large glasses equipped with special 
lenses, protective rims, etc., to prevent injury to the eyes 
from strong wind, flying objects, blinding tight, etc. —v. 
[~ (+ at] 2. to stare with wide-open eyes: We all gog- 
gled at the spectacle. —adj. [before a noun) 3. bulging 
or staring: goggle eyes. 

g0/-go’, adj. [before a noun] 1. disco: go-go music. 2. 
performing at a discotheque or nightclub: go-go dancers. 

goring (gd/ing) /'gowin/ n. 1. [count] the act or fact of 
leaving: comings and goings. 2. [noncount) the 
conditions that affect accomplishing something: /t was 
rough going. —adj. [before a noun) 3. current; charged 
at the present time: What is the going rate for baby- 
sitting nowadays? 4. working; thriving: a going business. 
—Idiom. 5. have something going for (one), to have 
an advantage: She has a lot going for her: brains, educa- 
tion, and business contacts. 6. while the going is good, 
while it is advantageous: / think we should get out while 
the going is good (= while we can still nake a profit). 

-going, suffix. The suffix -going is added after nouns re- 
ferring to places or events where people gather, to form 
adjectives that mean “attending or going regularly to (the 
place mentioned)”: church + -going ~ cluirchgoing (= 
regularly attending church). 

go/ings-on/’, n. [plural Informal. 1. conduct or behav- 
ior, esp. when improper or dishonest: strange goings-on. 
2. happenings; events: the goings-on of daily life. 

goiter (goi/ter) /‘goytor/ n. [count] a swelling or en- 
largement of the thyroid gland on the front and sides of 
the neck. Also, esp. Brit., goi/tre. 

gold (gold) /gowld/ n. 1. [noncount] a precious yellow 
metat etement that is easy to shape and does not cor- 
rode easily. 2. [moncount] a quantity of gold coins: to pay 
in gold. 3. [noncount] jewelry or other valuable items 
made of gold. 4. (noncount] something considered to be 
like gotd esp. in high value: She has a heart of gold. 5. 
[nonconunt) a bright yellow color. 6. [count] GOLD MEDAL: 
The team won several golds. —adj. [before a noun) 7. 
made of, relating to, or tike gold. 8. of the color of gold. 
9. (of a recording or record album) having sold at least 
one million single records or 500,000 long-ptaying al- 
bums. 

goldebrick (gdld/brik’) /‘gowld,brik/ n. [count] Slang. 1. 
Also, gold/brick’er. a person who loafs on the job or 
avoids work. —v. [no obj] 2. to loaf or avoid work. 

gold’ dig’ger, n. (count) 1. a person who digs for gold. 
2. a person who feigns romantic interest in another while 
in fact looking for financial gain. 

golden (gél/dan) /'gowldən/ adj. 1. of the color of gold: 
golden hair, 2. made or consisting of gold: golden ear- 
rings. 3. exceptionally vatuable or advantageous: a 
golden opportunity. 4. having glowing vitality: golden 
youth. 5. of metlow, advanced age: golden years. 6. 
highly talented and favored: television's golden boy. 7. 
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richly resonant: a golden voice. 8. indicating the 50th 
event of a series, as a wedding anniversary. 

gold’en hand/shake, n. [count] a special reward, as a 
large sum of money, offered to employees so that they 
will retire early. 

gold’en rule’, n. (count; usually singular; the + ~| a 
rule of correct or moral conduct, usually phrased “Do 
unto others as you would have others do unto you.” 

gold-finch (gdld/finch’) /‘gowld,fint{/ n. [count] a finch, 
the male of which has yellow colors in the summer. 

gold-fish (gdld/fish’) /‘gowld,fif/ n. [count], pl (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or spe- 
cies) -fish-es. a small, usually yellow or orange fish, orig- 
inally from China and kept as a pet in glass bowls or gar- 
den ponds. 

gold’ med/al, n. [count] a medal awarded to the com- 
petitor winning first place in a race, event, or other com- 
petition. 

gold-smith (gdld’smith’) /‘gowld,smi0/ n. [count] a per- 
son who makes or sells articles of gold, such as jewelry. 

golf (golf, golf) /golf, golf/ n. [noncount] 1. a game in 
which special sticks called clubs are used to hit a small, 
hard, usually white ball into a series of holes, usually 9 or 
18, situated at various distances over a course. —v. [n0 
obj] 2. to play golf: goffed on Sunday mornings. 
—golf’er, n. [count] 

golf’ club’, n. [count] 1. a long stick, usually made of 
metal, with either a wooden or metal end used to strike a 
ball in the game of golf. 2. a place where golf is played, 
consisting of a course or field for the holes and often a 
restaurant or other place to relax. 

gol-ly (golé) /‘goliy/ interj. The word golly or the phrase 
by golly is used to express mild surprise, wonder, puzzle- 
ment, or the like: “Golly!” she said, “Fm impressed.” 

-gon, suffix. -gon comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “side; angle.” This suffix is attached to roots to 
form nouns that refer to plane figures having the number 
of sides mentioned: poly- (= many) + -gon ~ polygon 
(= a many-sided figure). 

gonad (gō/nad, gon/ad) /‘gownad, ‘gonad/ n. [count] 
an organ or gland in which sex cells are produced; an 
ovary or testis. —go-nad/al, adj. 

gon-do-la (gon/dl ə or, esp. for H, gon dd/la) /'gondla 
or, esp. for 1, gon'dowla/ n. [count], pl. -las. 1. a long, 
narrow, flat-bottomed boat propelled by a gondolier and 
used on the canals in Venice, Italy. 2. a passenger com- 
partment that hangs beneath a balloon or airship. Com- 
pare car (def. 3). 3. an enclosed cabin that hangs from 
an overhead cable and is used to transport passengers, 
as up and down a ski slope. 4. Also called gon/dola 
car’. an open railroad freight car with low sides, for 
transporting freight and manufactured goods. 

gon-do-lier (gon/dl ér’) /,gondl'1ar/ n. [count] a person 
who uses a pole to propel a Venetian gondola. 

gone (gon, gon) /gon, gon/ v. 1. pp. of Go'. —adj. [be + 
~ 2. departed; left: When I looked up, the customer was 
gone. 3. past: Two years were gone. ——Idiom. [be + 
~] 4. far gone, in an advanced or terminal state: The 
patient was too far gone to save. 

gon-er (gô/nər, gon/ar) /‘gonar, ‘gonoar/ n. [count] Infor- 
mat. a person or thing that is dead, lost, or past recov- 
ery. 

gong (gong. gong) /gon, gnon/ n. [count] 1. a large 
bronze disk of Asian origin that produces a loud, hollow 
tone when struck. 2. a simple bell struck by an electri- 
cally or mechanically operated hammer: a fire gong. —v. 
[no obj] 3. to sound; ring: The alarm gonged. 

gonena (gô/nə, gun’a) /'gənə, ‘gano/ v. This word is 
used to represent “going to” as it is sometimes pro- 
nounced in fast or normal speech: “Fm gonna get you,” 
he shrieked. 

gon-or-rhesa (gon/a ré/a) /,gonoa'riyo/ n. [moncount] a 
contagious disease of the urethra or the vagina, passed 
on during sexual activity. Also, esp. Brit., gon/or-rhoeZa. 
—gon/or-rhe/al, adj. 

goo (goo) /guw/ n. [noncount) Informat. a thick or sticky 
substance. —goo/ey, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

goo-ber (goo/bar) /'guwbor/ n. [count] South Midland 
and Southern U.S. the peanut. Also called goo’ber pea’. 
good (gd) /gud/ adj., bet-ter (bet/ar) /'betor/ best 
(best) /best/ nu., interj., adv. —adj. 1. morally excellent 
virtuous: a wise and good man. 2. satisfactory or excel- 
lent in quality, quantity, or degree: She was a good 
teacher. 3. (It + be + ~ + (that) clause] right; proper; 
fitting: H is good that you are here. 4. well-behaved; easy 
to supervise: What a good baby! 5. kind or friendly: to do 
a good deed. 6. honorable or worthy: the company’s 
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good name. 7. educated and refined: comes from a 
good background. 8. financially sound or safe: His credit 
is good. 9. genuine; valid: My driver's license is good for 
another month. 10. sensible; sound: to use good judg- 
ment. 11. healthful; beneficial: Fresh fruit is good for 
you. 12. in excellent condition; healthy: stays in good 
shape with exercise. 13. not spoiled; that can be eaten 
or enjoyed: This food is stilt good. 14. favorable: good 
news. 15. (before a noun] cheerful; amiable: in good 
Spirits. 16. [before a noun] agreeable; enjoyable: Have a 
good time. 17. attractive: has a good figure. 18. [before 
a noun] sufficient; enough: a good supply. 19. advanta- 
geous; Satisfactory for the purpose: Yesterday was a good 
day for fishing. 20. skillful; clever: He's good at arithime- 
tic. 21. skillfully done: a really good job. 22. conforming 
to rules of grammar, usage, etc.; correct: He writes very 
good English. 23. socially proper: good manners. 24. 
comparatively new or of relatively fine quality or condi- 
tion: She wore her good clothes. 25. [before a noun] 
full; complete; thorough: a good day's journey from here. 
26. fairly large: a good amount. 27. free from precipita- 
tion or cloudiness: good weather. 28. fertile; rich: good 
soit. 29. loyal; dependable; reliable: a good friend. 30. 
(of a return, service, or shot in tennis, handball, etc.) 
landing within the limits of a court or section of a court. 
31. (before a noun) favorably regarded (used with 
names): the good ship Syrena. —n. 32. [used with nega- 
tve words, or in questions; noncount] profit or advan- 
tage; worth; benefit: What good wilt that do? 33. [non- 
count] excellence or merit; Kindness: to do good. 34. 
(noncount] morally right, correct, or proper behavior; 
goodness; virtue: to be a power for good. 35. goods, 
[plural] a. possessions, esp. movable effects or personal 
property. b. articles of trade: finen goods. c. Informal. 
what has been promised or is expected: to detiver the 
goods. d. Informal. evidence of guilt, as stolen articles: 
were caught with the goods. —interj. 36. This word is 
used to express approval or satisfaction: Good! Now we 
can all go home, —adv. 37. Informal. well: You did good; 
you should be proud. —Idiom. 38. a good deal of, [~ 
+ noncount noun] quite a lot: a good deal of money. 
See peat. 39. come to no good, to end in failure or as a 
failure: She'll come to no good if she hangs around with 
that bad crowd. 40. for good, finally and permanently; 
forever: We left that country for good. 41. good and, 
This phrase is used to mean “very” and comes before an 
adjective or adverb to express intensity: The coffee is 
good and hot. 42. good for, [be + ~] a. certain to re- 
pay (money owed): Fm sure she’s good for that debt. b. 
the equivalent in value of: This pass is good for two free 
seats. c. serviceable or useful for (a specified length of 
time or distance): This warranty is only good for ninety 
days. 43. make good, to repay (money Owed); to com- 
pensate for, as a loss; to fulfill, as a promise: rnade good 
on the debt. 44. no good, without value or merit: Face 
it, that car is no good. 
good-by or good-by or good-bye (gd0d/bi/) 
/,god'bay/ interj., n., pl. -bys or -byes. —interj. 1. This 
word is used when the speaker is leaving someone, or 
being left by someone: “Good-bye! See you tomorrow.” 
—n. [count] 2. an act of saying “good-bye”: They made 
their good-byes. 
good/-for-noth/ing, adj, n, pl. good-for-nothings. 
—adj. 1. worthless; of no use: that good-for-nothing 
loafer. —n. [count] 2. a worthless or useless person. 
good/-heart/’ed or good/heart/ed, adj. kind or gen- 
erous; benevolent. —good/-heart/’ed-ly, adv. —good/- 
heart’ed-ness, n. (noncount) 
good/-hu’mored, adj. cheerful; pleasant; amiable and 
friendly: good-humiored joking. 
good/-look/ing, adj. having a pleasingly attractive ap- 
pearance; handsome or beautiful. 
goodly (qdod/lé) /‘gudliy/ adj. [before a noun), -liver, 
-licest. of substantial size or amount: a goodly sum. 
good/-na/tured, adj. having or showing an agreeable 
disposition; amiable. —good/-na/tured-ly, adv. 
good-ness (gddd/nis) /'godnis/ n. [noncount]) 1. the 
state or quality of being good. 2. moral excellence; vir- 
tue. 3. Kindness; generosity: volunteers out of the good- 
ness of his heart. —interj. 4. This word is used to ex- 
press surprise, alarm, etc.: "Goodness! Late again!” 
good’ (or Good’) Samar/itan (sə mari tn) 
/so'muritn/ n. [count] a person who freely gives help to 
those in distress or need. 
good-will or good will (qodd/wil”) /‘gud'wil/ n. [non- 
count] 1. friendly nature or behavior; kindness; good 
feelings toward another; benevolence. 2. the good repu- 
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tation of a business and the high quality of its relations 
with its customers, considered as part of its value. 

good-y or goodeie (qdad/é) /'gudiy/ n., pl. goodies, 
interj. —n. [count] Usually, goodies. [plura 1. some- 
thing pleasing to eat, as candy. 2. something esp. desir- 
able: all sorts of goodies, like inoney and cars and 
houses. —interj. 3. This word is used, as by children, to 
express Childish delight, or is sometimes used ironically. 

good’y-good’y, n., pi. -good-ies, adj. —n. [count] 1. a 
person who is primly or smugly virtuous or proper. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. of or like a goody-goody. 

goof (goof) /guwf/ v. Informnal. 1. [~ (+ up)] to make an 
error, misjudgment, etc.: He goofed (up) when he bought 
that clunker. 2.[~ + up + obj] to spoil or make a mess 
of; botch; bungle: He goofed up the job. 3. [~ + 
around/off] to waste time: was always goofing around in- 
Stead of studying. —n. [count] 4. a foolish or stupid per- 
son. 5. a mistake, esp. one due to carelessness. 

goof-ball (gdof/bdl’) /‘guwf,bol/ n. [count] Slang. 1. 
coor (def. 4). 2. a pill that contains a tranquilizing drug. 

goof/-off’, n. (count) Informal. a person who always 
avoids work or responsibility. 

goof-y (qoo/fe) /‘guwfiy/ adj., -i-er, -isest. foolish; silly; 
ridiculous: a goofy hat. 

gook (gdok, gook) /guk, guwk/ n. [noncount] Slang. 
slime or oozy, wet dirt. 

goon (goon) /guwn/ n. [count] 1. a hired hoodlum or 
criminal. 2. /nformal. a stupid, foolish, or awkward per- 
son. 

goose (goos) /guws/ n., pl. geese for 1, 2, 4. 1. [count] 
a wild or farm bird, web-footed and able to swim well, 
larger and with a longer neck and legs than a duck. 2. 
[count] the female of this bird. Compare GANDER (def. 1). 
3. [noncount] the flesh of a goose, used as food. 4. 
[count] a silly or foolish person; simpleton. —Jdiom. 5. 
cook someone’s goose, /nformal. to ruin someone’s 
chances or future. 

goose-ber-ry (qoos/ber’é, -bə rē) /‘guws,beriy, -bəriy/ 
n. [count], pi. -ries. 1. the sour, sometimes prickly fruit 
of certain shrubs of the saxifrage family. 2. any of these 
shrubs. 

goose’ flesh’ or goose/’flesh’, n. (noncount] a bris- 
tling of the hair on the skin, as from cold or fear. Also 
called goose’ pim/ples, goose’ bumps’. (count; plural] 

GOP or G.O.P., an abbreviation of: Grand Old Party, an 
earlier name for the Republican Party. 

go-pher (g0d/fer) /‘gowfar/ n. [count] a burrowing rodent 
having a stout body, a short tail, and external cheek 
pouches. 

gore’ (gôr, gor) /gor, gowr/ n. [noncount] 1. blood that 
is shed, esp. when clotted. 2. bloodshed; violence: a 
movie full of gore. 

gore’ (gôr, gor) /gor, gowr/ v. [~ + Obj], gored, gor- 
ing. to pierce with or as if with a horn or tusk: The bull 
gored the bullfighter. 

gorge (gôrj) /gord3/ n., v., gorged, gorg-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] a narrow canyon with steep, rocky walls, esp. one 
through which a stream runs. 2. [noncount) a feeling of 
strong disgust or anger: Their cruelty made his gorge 
rise. —v. 3. to stuff with food; glut: [~ + oneself]: to 
gorge oneself. [~ + on + obj]: gorged on food. 

gor-geous (gor/jas) /‘gord3as/ adj. 1. splendid in ap- 
pearance; beautiful: a gorgeous couple of actors. 2. ex- 
tremely pleasant: gorgeous weather. —gor/geousrly, 
adv. 

gorrilela (ga ri ə) /ga'rilo/ n. [count], pl. -las. 1. the 
largest manlike ape, from Africa near the equator, vege- 
tarian and mainly living on the ground rather than in 
trees. 2. an ugly or brutish man. 

gorse (gôrs) /gors/ n. [noncount] a spiny European ever- 
green shrub of the legume family, having primitive leaves 
and yellow flowers. 

gorsy (gdr/é, gor’é) /'goriy, 'gowriy/ adj., -iser, -i-est. 1. 
covered or stained with gore; bloody: a gory scene. 2. in- 
volving much bloodshed and violence: a gory movie. 3. 
sensational: Give us all the gory details. —gor/i-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

gosh (gosh) /gnf/ inter. This word is used to express 
surprise or as a mild oath: Gosh, that hurts! 

gos-ling (goz/ling) /‘gnzlin/ n. [count] a young goose. 
gos-pel (gos/pal) /‘gnspal/ n. 1. [often: Gospel; non- 
count; often: the + ~) the teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles; the Christian Bible, esp. the story of Jesus’ life 
and teachings as contained in the first four books of the 
New Testament, namely Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
2. (usually: Gospel; count] any of these four books. 3. 
[noncount] Also called gos/pel truth’. something 


thought of as absolutely true and that cannot reasonably 
be questioned. 4. [count] a doctrine regarded as of 
prime importance: political gospel. 5. [noncount] music 
sung originally in American black Protestant churches 
and often characterized by responsive singing and a dis- 
tinctive solo style. —adj. [before a noun) 6. of, relating 
to, or proclaiming the gospel or its teachings; in accord- 
ance with the gospel; evangelical. 7. of, relating to, em- 
ploying, or performing gospel music. 

gosesaemer (gos’a mər) /gnsamor/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
fine, filmy cobweb found on grass or bushes or floating 
in the air in calm weather. 2. any thin, light fabric, esp. 
one used for veils. 3. something extremely light, flimsy, 
or delicate. —adj. 4. Also, gos-sas-mer-y (gos’a mə rē) 
/‘gosomariy/ gos/saemered. of or like gossamer: thin 
and light: gossamer wings. 

gossip (gos/ap) /‘gnsap/ n., v., -siped or -sipped, -sip- 
ing or -sip-ping. —n. 1. [noncount] idle talk, conversa- 
tion, or rumor, esp. about the private affairs of others. 2. 
(count) light, familiar writing of a similar kind: a newspa- 
per’s gossip colunn. 3. [count] Also, gos/sip-er, gos/- 
sip-per. a person who enjoys or indulges in gossip. —v. 
[no obj) 4. to talk gossip. —gos/sip-ry, adj. 

got (got) /gnt/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of cet. 2. [~ + obj] 
Informal. have got; have: / got a bad cold. —auxiliary 
verb. [~ + to + verb] 3. Informal. must; have got: We 
got to get out of here. 

gothic (goth’ik) /‘gn0ik/ adj. 1. [usually: Gothic] of or 
relating to a style of architecture in W Europe from the 
mid-12th to the 16th century, characterized by pointed 
arches, high ceilings, tall columns, flying buttresses, and 
rich decoration 2. [offen: Gothic] of or relating to a style 
of literature characterized by a gloomy Setting; mysteri- 
ous, sinister, or violent events; and, in modern examples, 
a heroine in distress or danger: a Gothic novel. —n. 3. 
(noncount; usually: Gothic] the arts, crafts, or architec- 
ture of the Gothic period. 4. [count; often: Gothic] a 
novel, play, film, etc., in the gothic style. 

got-ta (got/ə) /‘gnta/ v. This word is used to represent 
“got to,” as it is sometimes pronounced in informal, 
rapid, or regional Conversational speech, when it means 
“have to, must”: We gotta go now (= We have got to go 
now = We have to/must go now). 

got-ten (got/n) /‘gntn/ v. a pp. of GET. 

gouge (qgouj) /gawd3/ v., gouged, goug-ing. 1. [~ + 
obj] to scoop out or turn with or as if with a pointed tool 
or object: He gouged a hole in the rock with his chisel. 
2. to dig or force out with or as if with a pointed object 
or tool: [~ + out + obj): He threatened to gouge out my 
eye. [~ + obj + out]: He threatened to gouge my eye 
out. 3. [~ + obj] to make a hole in (something) with or 
as if with a pointed object or tool: The bullet fragments 
gouged his leg. 4. [~ + obj] to overcharge (someone) il- 
legally or dishonestly: They were gouging their customers 
in that store. —goug/er, n. [count] 

gourlash (goo/lash, -lash) /‘guwlaf, -lef/ n. a stew of 
beef or veal and vegetables, seasoned with paprika: 
[noncount): a bowl of goulash. [count]: a vegetable gou- 
lash. 

gourd (gôrd, gord, goord) /gord, gowrd, gurd/ n. [count] 
1. the hard-shelled fruit of a certain long, green plant, 
made into bowls, ladles, etc. 2. a plant bearing such a 
fruit. 3. a dried and dug out gourd shell used as a bottle, 
dipper, flask, etc. —-Idiom. [be + ~] 4. out of or off 
one’s gourd, S/ang. out of one’s mind; crazy. 

goursmand (gòr mand’, gòór/mənd) /gur'mand, 
‘gormond/ n. [count] 1. one who is overly fond of good 
eating. 2. a gourmet. 

gour-emet (qoor ma’, goor/ma) /gur'mey, 'gormey/ n. 
[count] 1. one who is fond of fine food and drink. —aqdj. 
[usually: before a noun] 2. of, characteristic of, or de- 
signed for gourmets: gourmet cooking. 3. of or involving 
fancy or exotic foods: a gourmet food store. 

gout (gout) /gawt/ n. [noncount) a painful swelling of the 
joints, esp. of the big toe, characterized by too much uric 
acid in the blood, which causes deposits in the small 
joints. —goutry, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

gov. or Gov., an abbreviation of: 1. government. 2. 
governor. 

gov-ern (guv’arn) /‘gavorn/ v. 1. to rule by right of au- 
thority, as a king or queen or elected administrator does: 
[~ + obj]: to govern a nation. [no obj): l'in sure he gov- 
erns fairly. 2. [~ + obj] to exercise a directing or re- 
straining influence over; control: the motives that govern 
a decision. 3. [~ + obj] to hold in check; control: to 
govern one’s temper. —gov/’ern-a-ble, adj. —gov-ern: 
ance (guv’ar nans) /‘gavarnans/ n. Liaoncount] 


governess to graft 


gov-ern-ess (guv/ər nis) /‘gavornis/ n. [count] a woman 
employed in a private household to take charge of a 
child’s upbringing and education. 

gov-ern-ment (guv’arn ment, -ər meant) /'gavornmont, 
-armant/ n. 1. (noncomnt) the political system by which 
direction and control over the actions of the members or 
citizens of a community, society, state, etc., is exercised; 
the direction of the affairs of a state, community, etc. 2. 
(count; usually singular; the + ~) the governing body of 
persons in a state, community, etc. or a branch of this 
body. 3. [count] (in some parliamentary systems, as that 
of the United Kingdom) a. the particular group of per- 
sons forming the cabinet at any given time: The Prime 
Minister has formed a new government. b. the parlia- 
ment along with the cabinet. 4. [moncount] direction; 
control; management; rule. —gov-ernemen-tal (guv/arn- 
men/tl, guv/ar-) /,gavarn'mentl, gavar-/ adj. 

gov-erenor (guv/ar ner, -Ə nər) /'gavərnər, -onor/ n. 
(count) 1. the executive head of a state in the U.S. 2. a 
person charged with the direction or control of an institu- 
tion, society, etc.: te governor of a prison. 3. a ruler or 
chief magistrate appointed to govern a province, town, 
fort, or the like. 4. a device for maintaining uniform 
speed (in a machine, engine, etc.), as by regulating the 
supply of fuel. —gov’er-nor-ship’, n. [nonconnt) 

Govt. or govt., government. 

gown (goun) /gawn/ n. (count) 1. a woman's dress or 
robe, esp. one that is full-length: wedding gowns; even- 
ing gowns. 2. a nightgown or similar garment. 3a 
loose, flowing outer garment in any of various forms, 
worn by men and women as distinctive of office or pro- 
fession: academic gowns. 4. a protective garment worn 
over other clothes, as when performing surgery. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 5. to dress in a gown: gowned in black. 

GP or G.P., an abbreviation of: 1. general practitioner. 
2. general purpose. 

GPO or G.P.O., an abbreviation of: 1. general post of- 
fice. 2. Government Printing Office. 

gr., an abbreviation of: 1. grade. 2. grain. 3. gram. 4. 
gravity. 5. great. 6. gross. 7. group. 

grab (grab) /græb/ v., grabbed, grab-bing, n. —v. 1. to 
seize suddenly, eagerty, or roughly; snatch: [~ + obj): 
He grabbed his hat and dashed off. {~ + at + obj}: She 
grabbed at the railing. 2. [~ + obj] to take possession of 
(something) illegally: to grab land. 3. [~ + obj] to obtain 
and consume quickly: Let's grab a sandwich. 4. [~ + 
obj) Informal. to arouse the interest or excitement of: 
How does my idea grab you? 5. (no obj] (of brakes, a 
clutch, etc.) to take hold suddenly or with a jolting mo- 
tion. —n. [count] 6. a sudden, eager grasp or snatch: / 
made a grab for my hat. 7. seizure or takeover by vio- 
lent, illegal, or dishonest means: land grabs. ——Idiom. 
[be + ~) 8. up for grabs, available for anyone to take, 
use, or buy. —grab/ber, n. [count] 

grace (gras) /grcys/ n, v, graced, gracing. —n. 1. 
(noncount] elegance or beauty of form, manner, motion, 
or action: She moves with elegance and grace. 2. grace- 
ful, appealing, or proper behavior: (moncount; Some- 
times: the ~s): showed grace under pressure. (count): 
the social graces. 3. Also, grace period. a period or al- 
lowance of time after a debt is technically payable, but 
before a penalty will be applied: (noncount): have 30 
days’ grace. [count]: We have a grace period of 30 days. 
4. (noncount) favor or goodwill, or an expression of fa- 
vor, esp. by a superior. 5. [noncount) the freely given fa- 
vor and love of God, esp. when unearned. 6. (noncount) 
a short prayer before or after a meal, in which a blessing 
is asked and thanks are given: Let's say grace. 7. [proper 
noun; Your/His/Her + Grace) a title used in addressing or 
mentioning a duke, duchess, or archbishop. —v. [~ + 
obj) 8. to lend or add grace to; adorn: Many paintings 
graced the walls. 9.[~ + obj + with] to favor or honor: 
Will you grace us with your presence? —Idiom. 10. fall 
from grace, [110 obj] a. to become a wrongdoer; sin. b. 
to lose favor with those in power. 11. in someone’s 
good ( or bad) graces, regarded with favor (or disfavor) 
by someone. 12. with good ( or bad) grace, without (or 
with) reluctance; willingly (or unwillingly): congratulated 
the winner with good grace. —egrace/less, adj. 
—grace’less-ly, adv. —grace/less-ness, n. (noncount] 
grace-ful (gras/fal) /‘greysfal/ adj. having grace of form, 
manner, movement, or speech. —grace/ful-ly, adv. 
—grace/ful-ness, n. (noncount) 

gra-cious (grā/shəs) /'yreyfas/ adj. 1. pleasantly kind; 
wishing well to others; courteous: a gracious host. 2. 
characterized by good taste, comfort, ease, or luxury: 
gracious suburban living. —interj. 3. This word is used to 
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express surprise, relief, dismay, etc.: Gracious! I’ve lost 
my purse. —era/cioussly, adv. —gra/cious-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

grack-+le (grak/al) /‘grekal/ n. [count] a long-tailed 
blackbird having shining black feathers. 

grad (grad) /græd/ n. [count] Informal. a graduate of a 
school. See -GRAD-. 

-grad-, root. -grad- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “step; degree; rank.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: BIODEGRADABLE, CENTIGRADE, DEGRADE, GRAD, 
GRADATION, GRADIENT, GRADUAL, GRADUATE, RETROGRADE, UN- 
DERGRADUATE, UPGRADE. SEE -GRESS-. 

gra-da-tion (gra da/shoen) /grey'deyfon/ n. [count] a 
process or change taking place through a series of 
stages or degrees; a stage or degree in such a series: 
gradations of colors on the computer screen. See -GRAD-. 

grade (grad) /grcyd/ n., v., grad-ed, grad-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] a degree or step in a scale of quality, rank, ad- 
vancement, or value: several grades of wool. 2. (count) a 
class of persons or things of the same relative rank, qual- 
ity, etc. 3. a single division of a school Classified, usually 
by year, according to the age or progress of the pupils: 
[noncount]: She was in third grade. (count): students in 
seventh and eighth grades. 4. [count] the pupils in such 
a division, thought of as a group. 5. (count) a letter or 
other symbol indicating the relative quality of a student's 
work; mark. 6. [count] the degree at which a hill, moun- 
tain, etc., slopes up or down: steep uphill grades. —v. [~ 
+ obj\7. to arrange in a series of grades; classify; sort: a 
machine that grades eggs. 8. to assign a grade to (a stu- 
dent's work); mark. 9. to reduce to a level that is less 
steep: to grade a road. —Idiom. 10. make the grade, 
to attain or reach a specific goal; succeed. See -GRAD-. 

grade’ cross/ing, n. (count) a place where a railroad 
track and another track, a road, etc., meet at the same 
level. 

grade’ school’, n. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 

gra-di-ent (gra/dé ant) /‘greydiyont/ n. [count] 1. the 
degree at which a highway, railroad, etc., slopes up or 
down: a steep gradient. 2. the rate of change, as of dis- 
tance, temperature, or pressure, as shown or repre- 
sented by a curve in a graph. See -GRAD-. 

grad-u-al (graj’oo al) /'græd3uwəl/ adj. 1. taking place, 
changing, moving, etc., by small degrees or little by little: 
showed gradual improvement. 2. rising or going down at 
an even, moderate inclination: a gradual slope. —grad/- 
uealely, adv. See -GRAD-. 

grad-u-ate (n, adj. graj/do it, -at’; v. -at’) / n, adj. 
'gredzuwit, -,cyt; v. -,cyt/ n, adj, v., -ated, -ating. 
—n. [count] 1. a person who has received a degree or di- 
ploma on completing a course of study at a university, 
college, or school. 2. Also, graduate student. a student 
who is studying for an advanced degree. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of, relating to, or involved in academic study be- 
yond a bachelor’s or first professional degree: graduate 
studies. —v. 4. to receive a degree or diploma (from), on 
completing a course of study: [no obj; ~ + from): to 
graduate with honors from college. [~ + obj): She grad- 
nated college. 5. (~ + obj] to give a degree to or grant 
a diploma to: The school graduates top scholars. 6. (no 
obj] to advance by degrees: She graduated to a higher 
position in the company. See -GRAD-. 

grad-u-at-ed (graj’oo a’tid) /‘gred3zuw,cytid/ adj. ar- 
ranged in steps, as the scale of a thermometer. See 
-GRAD-. 

grad/uate school’ (graj/do it) /‘gred3zuwit/ n. [count] 
a school, usually a division of a university, offering 
courses leading to degrees more advanced than the 
bachelor’s degree. 

grad-ueartion (graj/do a’shan) /,gred3zuw'cyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] an act of graduating from a college or school. 
2. the ceremony of conferring degrees or diplomas, as at 
a college or school: [noncount): Graduation is next week. 
(count): We went to two graduations. 

graf-fi-ti (gra fé/té) /gra'fiytiy/ n. (noncount) drawings, 
writings, or marks made in public places, as walls, signs, 
or posters. 

graft! (graft) /græft/ n. (count) 1. a bud or small shoot 
of a plant placed into a groove, slit, or the like in a stem 
or trunk of another plant in which it continues to grow. 
2. a portion of living tissue removed during a medical 
operation from one part of an individual to another part, 
or from one individual to another individual. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to insert (a graft) into a tree or other plant; insert 
a shoot of (one plant) into another plant. 4. to transplant 
(a portion of living tissue) as a graft. —graft/er, n. 
[count] 
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graft? (graft) /greft/ n. [noncount] 1. the obtaining of 
money or advantage by dishonest or unfair means, esp. 
through the abuse of one’s position or influence, as in 
politics. 2. the money or advantage so acquired. 
—graft/er, n. [count ] 

grain (gran) /greyn/ n. 1. [count] a small, hard seed, 
esp. the seed of a food plant such as wheat, corn, rye, 
oats, rice, or millet. 2. [moncount) the gathered seed of 
food plants, esp. of cereal plants: shipped tons of grain. 
3. [count] any small, hard particle, as of sand, gold, pep- 
per, or gunpowder: a few grains of salt. 4. [count; usually 
singular] the smallest possible amount: There was a 
grain of truth in what she said. 5. (noncount] the ar- 
rangement or direction of the fibers in wood, meat, etc., 
or the pattern resulting from this: the beautiful grain of 
walnut. 6. [count] a unit of weight equal to 50 milligrams 
or ‘4 carat, used for pearls and sometimes diamonds. 
—Idiom. 7. against one’s or the grain, in conflict with 
one’s nature or beliefs: /t goes against her grain to spend 
more money than she has to. 

grain-y (gra/né) /'greyniy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. resem- 
bling grain; full of grains or grain. 2. (of a photograph or 
picture) having an appearance resembling grain; granu- 
lar. —grain/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

gram (gram) /græm/ n. [count] a unit of mass or weight 
in the metric system, equal to 15.432 grains; Yiooo of a 
kilogram. Abbr.: g, gr. Also, esp. Brit., gramme. 

-gram, suffix. -gram comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “what is written.” It is attached to roots to form 
nouns that refer to something written or drawn, either by 
hand or machine: cardio- (= of or relating to the heart) 
+ -gram ~ Cardiogram (= a recording and diagram of a 
heartbeat, drawn by a machine). Compare -GRAPH-. 

gramemar (gram/ear) /'gremor/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
Study of the way that the sentences or words of a lan- 
guage are constructed, esp. the study of morphology and 
syntax. 2. [noncount] these features or constructions 
themselves, characteristic of a given lanquage: English 
grammar. 3. [count) a theory or account of these 
features, as a Set of rules governing a given language: a 
grammar of English. 4. [noncount] the establishment of 
rules based on what is considered correct and incorrect 
language usage: good grammar. 5. [noncount) usage of 
preferred or prescribed forms in speaking or writing: She 
said his grammar was terrible. 

gram-mar-eiean (gra mar’é an) /gra'meariyan/ n. [count] 
a person who is an expert in grammar. 

gram/mar school’, n. 1. an elementary school, usu- 
ally from kindergarten or first grade to grade five, six, or 
sometimes eight: [count]: The district opened a new 
grammar school. [noncount): children in grammar 
school, 2. Brit. a secondary school corresponding to a 
U.S. high school: [count]: a new grammar school. [non- 
count); attending grammar school. 

gram-emasti-cal (gra mat/i kəl) /gra'metikal/ adj. 1. 
obeying the rules of grammar of a language: a grammat- 
ical sentence. 2. of or relating to the study of grammar 
or language: grammatical rules. —gram-mat/i-calely, 
adv. 

Braenaery (gra/ne rē, gran/a-) /'greynoriy, 'grænə-/ n. 
[count], pt. -ries. 1. a storehouse for grain. 2. a region 
producing quantities of grain: the nation’s granary. 

grand (grand) /grænd/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. im- 
pressive in size, appearance, or general effect: grand 
mountain scenery. 2. Stately; dignified: a grand and regat 
manner. 3. highly ambitious or idealistic, often with un- 
real hopes of achieving success or anything important: 
grand schemes. 4. respected; esteemed: a grand old 
man. 5. [before a noun) complete; comprehensive: the 
grand total. 6. first-rate; splendid: We had a grand time. 
—n. [count] 7. GRAND PIANO. 8. (count; singular only) In- 
formal. a thousand dollars. —grand/ly, adv. —grand/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

grand-, a combining form used in words describing 
family relationships, with the meaning “one generation 
different or removed” from the relation described by the 
base word: grandmother (= the mother who is one gen- 
eration before one's mother; one’s mother’s mother); 
grandnephew (= the nephew who is one generation after 
one’s nephew). 

grand-child (gran/child’) /'græn,tfayld/ n. [count], pl 
-chil-dren. a child of one’s son or daughter. 

grand-daugh-ter (gran/dô/tər) /'græn,dətər/ n. [count] 
a daughter of one’s son or daughter. 

grande dame (grän/ dam’, grand’) /‘gran' dom, 
‘grand/ n. [count], pl. grandes dames (gran’ damz/, 
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grand’) /‘gran' damz, 'grand/. an older woman, esp. of 
some distinction. 

gran-deur (gran/jar) /'grænd3ər/ n. [noncount) the 
quality or state of being grand, magnificent, or impres- 
sive: tle grandeur of the universe. 

grand-fa-ther (gran/fa/thar, grand/-) /'græn,foðər, 
'grænd-/ n. [count] the father of one’s father or mother. 

grand/father (or grand/’father’s) clock’, n. [count] 
a large floor clock having a case as tall as or taller than a 
person. 

gran-dil-o-quence (gran dilə kwans) /gran'dilokwons/ 
n. [Noncount) speech that is overly obscure, lofty, or 
pompous in tone. —gran-dil’o-quent, adj. See -Log-. 

gran-di-ose (gran/dé 6s’) /'grændiy,ows/ adj. 1. falsely 
grand or affected; pompous: graridiose words. 2. fool- 
ishly grand: grandiose schemes. 

grand’ ju/ry, n. [count] a jury whose duty is to deter- 
mine if a law has been violated and whether the evidence 
is strong enough to permit prosecution. 

grand-ma (gran’ma’, -m0/, grand/-, gram/-) /'græn,ma, 
-mo, ‘grand-, ‘grem-/ n. (count), pl. -mas. Informal. 
GRANDMOTHER. 

grand-moth-er (gran/muth/ər, grand/-, gram7-) 
l'græn,maðor, 'grænd-, 'græm-/ n. [count] the mother of 
one’s father or mother. 

grand-pa (gran/pä/, -pô/, grand’-, gram/-) /'græn,po, 


-po, 'grænd-, 'græm-/ n. [count] pl -pas. Informal. 
GRANDFATHER. 
grand-par-ent (gran/par’ent, -par’-, grand/-) 


/gren,peoront, -,per-, 'grænd-/ n. [count] a parent of a 
parent; a grandmother or grandfather. 

grand’ pian/o, n. [count] a large piano having the 
frame supported horizontally on three legs. 

grand’ slam’, n. [count] 1. the winning of or bid for all 
thirteen tricks of a deal in bridge. 2. in baseball, a home 
run with all three runners on base. 3. the winning by a 
single player of certain major championship contests in 
one season, as in tennis. 

grand-son (gran/sun’, grand/-) /‘gran,san, 'grænd-/ n. 
[count] a son of one’s son or daughter. 

grand-stand (qran/stand’,  grand/-) /'græn,stænd, 
'grænd-/ n. [count) 1. a main seating area, as of a sta- 
dium or racetrack. 2. the people sitting in these seats, 
thought of as a group. —v. [no obj) 3. to conduct oneself 
or perform so as to impress onlookers. 

grange (granj) /greynd3/ n. [count] a farm and its build- 
ings. 

gran-ite (gran/it) /‘granit/ n. [noncount) a coarse- 
grained stone, used chiefly in roads and in building. 
—graniteic (gra nit/ik) /gro'nitik/ adj. 

graneny or granenie (qran’é) /‘greniy/ n., ph -nies, 
adj. —n. [count] 1. Informal. GRANDMOTHER. 2. an elderly 
woman. —adj. [before a noun) 3. (of clothing for women) 
loose-fitted, often with a high neckline, puff sleeves, and 
ruffles and lace trimmings: a granny dress; a granny 
gown. 

gra-nosla (gra nd/la) /gra'nowld/ n. [noncount) a break- 
fast food of rolled oats, nuts, dried fruit, brown sugar, 
etc. 

grant (grant) /grient/ v. 1. to give; confer; accord: [~ + 
obj + to): The teacher granted permission to leave. [~ 
+ obj + obj): He granted us permission to go ahead. 2. 
[~ + obf) to agree to: to grant a request. 3. to accept 
for the sake of argument: [~ + obj]: / grant that point. 
[~ + obj + obj): 1 grant you that point. [~ + that 
clause): | grant that what she did was silly. [~ + obj + 
(that) clause): 1 grant you that the budget situation is 
grim. —n. [count] 4. something given or granted, as a 
privilege or right, a sum of money, or a tract of land. 
—Idiom. 5. take for granted, [fake + obj + for 
granted] a. to assume without question: / take his hon- 
esty for granted. b. to treat with careless indifference: 
You'll regret it if you take her for granted. —grant/er, 
gran/tor, n. [count) 

gran-tee (gran te’) /græn'tiy/ n. (count), pi. -tees. the 
receiver of a grant. 

gran-uslar (gran/ya lər) /‘grenyolor/ adj. 1. of the na- 
ture of granules; grainy; composed of or having granules 
or grains. 2. showing a grainy structure or surface: a 
granular surface. —gran-ular-istty (gran/ya lar/i tē) 
/grenyo'leritiy/ n. (aoncount] 

gran-uslat-ed (gran’ya lā/tid) § /‘granyo,leytid/ adj. 
made like or resembling grains: granulated sugar. 
—€ran-u-la-tion (gran’ya la’shan) /,granya'leyfan/ n. 
(noncount) 

grancule (gran/ydol) /‘grenyuwl/ n. [count] a little grain; 
a small particle; pellet: granules of sand. 
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grape (grap) /greyp/ n. [count] the smooth-skinned, 
green or purple fruit that grows in clusters on vines, may 
be eaten, and is used to make wine. 

grape-fruit (grap/froot’) /'greyp,fruwt/ n. 1. a large, 
roundish, yellow-skinned citrus fruit that has a juicy, acid 
inside that may be eaten: [count]: Grapefruits were plen- 
tiful. (noncount): Grapefruit is high in vitamin C. 2. 
[cont] the tropical or semitropical tree yielding this fruit. 

grape-vine (grap/vin’) /‘greyp,vayn/ n. [count] 1. a vine 
that bears grapes. 2. an informal, person-to-person 
means of spreading gossip or information: / heard it 
through the grapevine. 

graph (graf) /græf/ n. (count) 1. a diagram representing 
a system of connections or relations among two or more 
things, as by a number of dots, shapes, or lines. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to represent by means of a graph: The econo- 
mists graphed the current trends. See -GRAPH-. 

-graph-, root. -grapli- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “written down, printed, drawn.” This mean- 
ing is found in such words aS: AUTOGRAPH, BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
BIOGRAPHY, CALLIGRAPHY, CARTOGRAPHY, CHOREOGRAPHY, CINE- 
MATOGRAPHY, DIGRAPH, GEOGRAPHY, GRAPH, GRAPHIC, GRAPHITE, 
HAGIOGRAPHY, HOLOGRAPHY, IDEOGRAPH, LEXICOGRAPHY, Ll- 
THOGRAPHY, MIMEOGRAPH, MONOGRAPH, OCEANOGRAPHY, OR- 
THOGRAPHY, PARAGRAPH, PHONOGRAPH, PHOTOGRAPH, PICTO- 
GRAPH, POLYGRAPH, PORNOGRAPHY, SEISMOGRAPH, TELEGRAPH, 
TYPOGRAPHY. See -GRAM. 

graphic (graffik) /'græfik/ adj. Also, graph/i-cal. 1. 
giving a clear and effective picture; vivid: a graphic ac- 
count of the riots. 2. relating to the use of diagrams, 
graphs, mathematical curves, or the like. 3. of, relating 
to, or expressed by writing: graphic symbols. 4. (before a 
nour) relating to graphic arts. —n. [count] 5. a product 
of the graphic arts, as a drawing. 6. a computer- 
generated image or picture. —graph/i-cal-ly, adv.: 
graphically showing the destruction and disease in the 
war-torn region. See -GRAPH-. 

graphic arts’, n. [plural 1. Also called graphics. the 
techniques by which copies of a design are printed from 
a plate, block, or the like: Engraving, etching, and lithog- 
raphy are graphic arts. 2. the techniques of drawing, 
painting, printmaking, and typography. See -GRAPH-. 

graph-ics (grafiks) /'grefiks/ n. 1. [noncount; used 
witli a singular verb] the art of drawing. 2. [plural; used 
with a plural verb] GRAPHIC ARTS (def. 1). 3. [plural; used 
with a plural verb] titles, credits, and other text shown on 
a motion-picture or television screen before, after, or 
during a film or program. See -GRAPH-. 

graph-ite (graf/it) /'græfayt/ n. [noncount) a soft form 
of carbon occurring in black to dark gray masses, used 
for pencil leads and as a lubricant. See -GRAPH-. 

graph-ol-o-gy (gra fol’a jé) /gra'folad3iy/ n. [noncount] 
the study of handwriting, esp. when regarded as giving 
clues to the writers character. —graph-ol/o-gist, 1. 
[count] 

grap-nel (grap/nl) /‘grepnl/ n. [count] 1. a device con- 
sisting of one or more hooks or clamps for grasping or 
holding; grapple. 2. a small anchor with three or more 
hooks. 

grap-ple (grap/al) /'græpol/ v., -pled, -pling, n. —v. 1. 
to struggle with by holding, gripping, or wrestling; come 
to grips: [no obj): The two wrestlers grappled in the ring. 
[~ + with]: He grappled witli his attacker. 2. [~ + with] 
to try to overcome or deal: to grapple with a probleni. 
—n. (courit] 3. GRAPNEL (def. 1). 

grasp (grasp) /græsp/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to seize and hold 
by or as if by clasping with the fingers or arms: She 
grasped my arnı and pulled me aside. 2. [~ + for/at + 
obj) to attempt seizing: The baby grasped at the bottle. 
3. [~ + obj] to comprehend; understand: / grasp your 
meaning. —rn. (count; usually singular) 4. the act of 
grasping. 5. [within one’s + ~) reach; attainment; con- 
trol: The new promotion was within his grasp. 6. power 
to understand: lias a good grasp of math. —grasp/a- 
ble, adj. 
grasp-ing (gras/ ping) /'graspin/ adj. greedy; grabbing; 
avaricious. 
grass (gras) /gres/ n. 1. [court] a plant that has jointed 
stems and bladelike leaves and is grown for lawns, used 
as pasture, or cut for hay. 2. [moncount) such plants 
thought of as a group: Grass won't grow there. 3. (nou- 
count) grass-covered ground: a picnic on the grass. 4. 
[noncount] Slang. MARIJUANA. —Idiom. 5. let the grass 
grow under one’s feet, to delay action. 
grass-hop-per (gras/hop/ar) /'gras,hopor/ n. [court] a 
plant-eating insect having large hind legs used for leap- 
ing. 
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grass’ roots’, n. (plural; used with a plural verb but 
sometimes used with a singular verb] 1. ordinary Citi- 
zens, esp. as contrasted with a leadership or elite. —adj. 
(grass-roots; before a noun) 2. of, from, or aimed at the 
grass roots: grass-roots support. 

grassy (gras’é) /'græsiy/ adj., -siver, -sivest. covered 
with grass. 

-grat-, root. -grat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “pleasing; thankful; favorable.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: CONGRATULATE, GRATEFUL, GRATIFY, 
GRATIS, GRATITUDE, GRATUITOUS, GRATUITY, INGRATE, INGRATI- 
ATE, INGRATITUDE. 

grate’ (grat) /greyt/ n. [count] 1. a frame of metal bars 
for holding fuel when burning, as in a fireplace, furnace, 
or stove. 2. a framework of parallel or crossed bars used 
as a guard, as over a window; grating. 

grate? (grat) /grcyt/ v., grat-ed, grating. 1. [~ + on] 
to have an irritating effect: His constant chatter grates on 
my nerves. 2. to (cause to) make a sound of rough 
scraping or rubbing that is annoying or noisy; rasp: [no 
obj]: The car fender grated against the fence. [~ + obj): 
He grated the car fender against the fence. 3. (~ + obj) 
to make into small particles by rubbing against a rough 
surface: to grate a carrot. —erat/er, n. [count] 

grate-ful (grat/fol) /‘greytfal/ adj. 1. thankful; apprecia- 
tive: / am grateful for your help. 2. expressing gratitude: 
a grateful letter. —grate’ful-ly, adv. —grate/ful-ness, 
n. Inoncount) See -GRAT-. 

grat-i-fy (grat’a fi’) /'grætə,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to 
give pleasure to (a person or persons): [~ + obj). Her 
praise gratified us all. [It + ~ + obj + that clause]: It 
gratified us that we were going home soon. 2. [~ + obj) 
to satisfy; indulge: As a child she always wanted to gratify 
her desires instantly. —grat-iefi-ca-tion (grat’/a fi kā/- 
shan) /,gretofi'keyfon/ n. [noncount] See -GRAT-. 

gratifying (grata fing) /‘greta,fayin/ adj. giving 
pleasure or satisfaction: gratifying news. [It + be + ~ + 
to + verb): It is gratifying to see so many of you. [It + 
be + ~ + that clause): It was gratifying that so many 
people could come. [that clause + be + ~): That so 
many people could come was very gratifying. See -GRAT-. 

grat-ing' (gra/ting) /‘greytin/ n. [count] a fixed frame of 
bars or the like covering an opening, to keep things out 
while letting in light or air. 

grat-ing? (gra/ting) /‘greytin/ adj. 1. irritating; annoying: 
a grating personality. 2. (of sound) harsh; discordant: a 
grating voice. 

gratis (grat/is, gra/tis) /‘gratis, ‘gratis/ adj., adv. with- 
out charge or payment; free: [adj.; be + ~]: The books 
are gratis, compliments of your sales representative. [ad- 
verb]: The teachers got the books gratis. See -GRAT-. 

gratitude (grat/i tod’, -tydod’) /'grætı,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [noncount) the quality or feeling of being grateful. See 
-GRAT-. 

gra-tu-i-tous (gra td0/i tas, -ty60/-) /gra'tuwitoas, 
-'tyuw-/ adj. 1. given, done, received, or obtained with- 
out charge; free; voluntary: gratuitous help. 2. being 
without apparent reason or cause; completely unde- 
served or unnecessary: a gratuitous insult; gratuitous vio- 
lence. See -GRAT-. 

gratuity (gra td0/i tē, -tyoo’-) /gro'tuwitiy, -'tyuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. a gift of money over and above pay- 
ment due for service; a tip. See -GRAT-. 

grave’ (grav) /greyv/ n. [count] 1. a place in the ground 
in which to bury a dead body. 2. any place where a dead 
body rests: The doomed ship's passengers went to a wa- 
tery grave. —Idiom. 3. have one foot in the grave, 
to be so weak, sick, or old that death appears imminent. 
4. make someone turn over in his or her grave, to do 
something that would presumably have been very offen- 
sive, shocking, or insulting to a specified person who is 
now dead. 

grave? (grav) /greyv/ adj., graver, grav-est. 1. serious 
or solemn; sober: filled with grave thoughts. 2. danger- 
ous; threatening: a grave international Crisis. —grave/ly, 
adv. —grave/ness, n. [Noncourit) 

grav-el (grav’al) /'grævəl/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling, adj. —n. [noncount) 1. small stones 
and pebbles or a mixture of these with sand. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to cover with gravel: Graveled the roadbed. —adj. 
[before a nour) 3. GRavetty (def. 2). 

grav-el-ly (grav’al @) /'grævəliy/ adj. 1. covered with 
gravel; like gravel in texture: a gravelly road. 2. sounding 
rough, harsh, or rasping: a gravelly voice. 

grav-en (gra/van) /‘greyvon/ adj. (of an image) carved. 

grave-stone (grav/ston’) /‘greyv,stown/ n. [count] a 


327 


stone marking a grave and usually giving the name and 
birth and death dates of the person buried. 

grave-yard (grāv/yärd/) /'greyv,yard/ n. [count] 1. CEM- 
ETERY. 2. a place in which old or abandoned objects are 
kept: an automobile graveyard. 

grave/yard shift’, n. (count) 1. a work shift or sched- 
ule usually beginning at about midnight and continuing 
for about eight hours. 2. those who work this shift. Also 
called grave’yard watch’. 

grav-i-tate (grav/i tat’) /'grævi,teyt/ v. [~ + to/ftoward 
+ obj], -tat-ed, -tat-ing. to be strongly drawn or at- 
tracted: The press gravitated toward the celebrities. 

grav-i-ta-tion (grav/i ta’shan) /,gravi'teyfan/ n. (non- 
count) 1. the force of attraction between any two 
masses. 2. a movement or tendency toward something 
or someone: the gravitation of people toward the sub- 
urbs. —grav/i-ta/tion-al, adj. loften: before a noun): 
Gravitational force on the moon is less than on the earth. 

graveiety (grav/i tē) /gravitiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
force of attraction by which objects tend to fall toward the 
center of a mass, as that of objects falling on earth. 2. 
serious or critical nature: an illness of considerable grav- 
ity. 

grarvy (grā/vē) /‘greyviy/ n., pl. -vies. 1. the fat and 
juices of cooked meat, often thickened and seasoned 
and used as a sauce: [noncount): served gravy with the 
roast. [count]: served two different gravies. 2. [noncount] 
Slang. a. profit or money easily, unexpectedly, or illegally 
obtained. b. something valuable obtained as a benefit 
beyond what is due or expected. 

gray or grey (qra) /grey/ adj., gray-er, gray-est or 
grey-er, grey-est, n. —adj. 1. of a color between white 
and black; having a neutral hue. 2. dull and dreary: gray 
Skies. 3. having gray hair: was prematurely gray. 4. [be- 
fore a noun) not clearly one thing or the other: the gray 
area between realism and abstraction. —n. 9. [noncount] 
a color intermediate between white and black. 6. gray 
material or clothing: [moncount]: to dress in gray. 
[count]: dressed in grays and blues. 7. [count] a horse of 
a gray color. —gray/ish, adj. —gray/ness, n. (non- 
count) 

gray-beard (gra/bérd’) /‘grey,biord/ n. [count] an old 
man. 

gray’ mat’ter, n. [noncount] 1. reddish gray nerve tis- 
sue of the brain and spinal cord, consisting chiefly of 
nerve cell bodies, with few nerve fibers. Compare WHITE 
MATTER. 2. Informal. brains or intellect. 

graze’ (graz) /greyz/ v., grazed, grazing. 1. to feed on 
growing grass or other plant life, as cattle, sheep, etc., 
do: [~ + on]: grazing on the grass in the field. (~ + 
obj): The deer had grazed the area so thoroughly that 
there was nothing left. 2. [no obj) Informal. a. to eat 
small portions of food in place of regular meals. b. to 
sample small-portions of a variety of foods at one meal. 
—graz’er, n. [count] 

graze?’ (graz) /greyz/ v., grazed, graz-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
touch or rub lightly in passing: [~ + obj]: His knee 
grazed the chair. [no obj): His knee grazed against the 
rough wall. 2. [~ + obj] to scrape the skin from: The 
bullet just grazed his shoulder. —n. [count] 3. a touching 
or rubbing lightly in passing. 4. a slight scratch; abra- 
sion. 

grease (n. grés; v. grés, gréz) / n. griys; v. griys, griyz/ 
n., v., greased, greasing. —n. [noncount) 1. the melted 
fat of animals, esp. when in a soft state. 2. fatty or oily 
matter in general; lubricant: grease for the axle of the 
car. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to put grease on; lubricate: to 
grease the axle of a car. 4. to make smooth: Money 
greased his way in society. —-Idiom. 5. grease some- 
one’s palm or hand, to give someone money as a bribe. 

grease-paint or grease paint (grés’pant’) /‘gri- 
ys,peynt/ n. [noncount] an oily mixture of melted wax or 
grease and a coloring substance, used by actors, clowns, 
etc., for making up or decorating their faces. 

greasy (gré/sé, -zé) /'griysiy, -ziy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. 
smeared or soiled with grease: a greasy engine. 2. made 
up of or containing grease: greasy food. 3. greaselike in 
appearance or to the touch: greasy hair. 4. trying too 
hard to please; unctuous: a greasy smile. —greas/i- 
ness, n. (noncount) 

great (grat) /greyt/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n., pi. greats, 
(esp. when thought of as a group) great, interj. —adj. 1. 
unusually or comparatively large in size, dimensions, or 
number; big; numerous: great herds of buffalo. 2. unu- 
sual or considerable in degree, power, or intensity: great 
pain. 3. first-rate; excellent: fo have a great time. 4. 
healthy; well: feeling great. 5. [before a noun] notable; 
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remarkable: a great occasion. 6. [before a noun) impor- 
tant; consequential: fhe great issues in American history. 
7. (before a noun) distinguished; famous: a great inven- 
tor. 8. [before a noun) of noble character: great 
thoughts. 9. (before a noun) of high rank or social stand- 
ing: a great lady. 10. having unusual merit; very admira- 
ble: a great statesman. 11. (before a noun] of great or 
unusual length: fo wait a great while. 12. Informal. a. 
[be + ~ + on/for] enthusiastic about some specified ac- 
tivity: Shes a great one for talking. b. [be + ~ + af] 
skillful; expert: Shes great at golf. 13. [before a noun] 
being of one generation older or younger than the family 
relative specified (used in combination): a great- 
grandson. —adv. 14. Informal. very well: Things are go- 
ing great. 15. very: a great big hole. —n. 16. [count] a 
person who has achieved distinction in a field: one of the 
theater's greats. 17. [part of a title; the + ~] This word 
is used as part of the title of a king or ruler who is or was 
considered very important: Alexander the Great. —interj. 
18. This word is used to express acceptance, apprecia- 
tion, approval, admiration, etc: You won the award? 
Great! 19. This word is used ironically to express disap- 
pointment, annoyance, distress, etc.: Oh, great. Another 
visit from the in-laws. —great/ness, n. [noncount] 

great-coat (grat/kot’) /‘greyt,kowt/ n. [count] a heavy 
overcoat. 

greately (grat/lé) /‘greytliy/ adv. very much; to a great 
degree: His health has greatly improved. 

greed (gréd) /griyd/ n. (noncount) excessive or overly 
strong desire, esp. for wealth, profit, or possessions; ava- 
rice. 

greed-y (gré/dé) /'griydiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. exces- 
sively or overly desiring wealth, possessions, etc.; avari- 
cious. 2. having a strong or great desire for food or 
drink. 3. keenly desirous; eager: greedy for love. 
—greed-i-ly (qréd/I €) /‘griydliy/ adv. —greed/i-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

Greek (grék) /griyk/ adj. 1. of or relating to Greece. 2. 
of or relating to the language spoken in Greece. —n. 3. 
[count] a person born or living in Greece. 4. [noncount] 
the language spoken in ancient or modern Greece. 5. 
[noncount] something difficult to understand: This con- 
tract is Greek to me. 

green (grén) /griyn/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. of the 
color of growing plants, between yellow and blue: green 
leaves. 2. covered with growing plants or foliage: green 
fields. 3. (usually: before a noun] consisting of green, 
usually leafy vegetables, as lettuce, spinach, or chicory: a 
green salad. 4. not fully developed or matured; unripe: 
green fmit. 5. immature in age or judgment; inexperi- 
enced: green recnits. 6. having a sickly or pale appear- 
ance: to turn green with nausea. 7. (before a noun; of- 
ten: Green] advocating or promoting environmentalism: 
a green political party. —n. 8. a color between yellow 
and blue, found in nature as the color of most grasses 
and leaves while growing: [noncount): The room was 
painted in green. [count]: The room was painted a pale 
green. 9. greens, ([piiural} a. the leaves and stems of 
certain plants, as spinach, kale, or lettuce, eaten as a 
vegetable. b. fresh leaves or branches of evergreen trees: 
a room decorated with Christmas greens. 10. [count] 
grassy land; a plot of grassy ground, esp. in the center of 
a town. 11. [count] Also called putting green. the area 
of closely cut grass surrounding each hole on a golf 
course. 12. [noncount; usually: the + ~) Slang. money. 
—Idiom. 13. green with envy, [be + ~] extremely 
jealous. —green/ish, adj. —green/ness, n. [noncount] 

green-back (grén/bak’) /‘griyn,bek/ n. [count] a U.S. 
bill of money, printed in green on the back. 

green’ bean’, n. [count] the slender immature green 
pod of the kidney bean, eaten as a vegetable. 

green-belt (grén/belt’) /'griyn,belt/ n. [count] 1. an 
area of woods, parks, or open land surrounding a com- 
munity. 2. Also, green’ belt’. a strip of land on the edge 
of a desert that has been planted and irrigated to keep 
the desert from spreading. 

green-erey (grē/nə rē) /‘griynoriy/ n., pl. -ereies. [non- 
count] 1. green foliage or vegetation. 2. [noncount] 
greens used for decoration. 

green/-eyed’, adj. jealous; envious. 

green-gro-cer (grén’gr0/sar) /‘griyn,growsar/ n. [count] 
a seller of fresh vegetables and fruit. 

green-horn (grén/horn’) /'griyn,horn/ n. [count] 1. an 
untrained or inexperienced person. 2. a newly arrived 
immigrant; newcomer. 

green-house (grén/hous’) /‘griyn,jhaws/ m. [count] a 
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building, room, or area, usually chiefly of glass, used for 
growing tender plants or plants out of season. 

greenhouse effect’, n. (count; usually singular: the 
+ ~] the long-term heating of the atmosphere resulting 
from the absorption of energy from the sun by certain 
gases in the atmosphere, as carbon dioxide and water 
vapor, which trap energy that normally would escape and 
allow cooling. 

green’house gas’, n. [count] any of the gases that 
absorb energy from the sun and so contribute to the 
greenhouse effect, including carbon dioxide, methane, 
ozone, and the fluorocarbons. 

green’ on/ion, n. [count] a young onion with a slender 
green stalk and a small bulb; scallion. 

green’ pep’per, n. [count] the mild-flavored, unripe 
fruit of the bell or sweet pepper, used as a vegetable. 

green-room (grén/room/, -r60m/) /'griyn,ruwm, -,rom/ 
n. [count] a lounge in a theater, television studio, etc., 
for use by performers when they are not onstage or on 
the set. 

green’ thumb’, n. (count; usually singular; a + ~) an 
exceptional skill for gardening or for growing plants suc- 
cessfully: Mas a green thumb for indoor plants. 

Green’/wich Time’ (gren/ich) /‘grenitf/ n. [proper 
noun] the time as measured on the prime meridian run- 
ning through Greenwich, England, used in England and 
as a standard of calculation elsewhere. Also called 
Green/wich Mean/ Time’. 

greet (grét) /griyt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to speak or act in 
some form of welcome: greeted us at the door. 2. to 
meet or receive: greeted my suggestion with applause. 
3. to make itself noticed to: Music greeted our ears. 

greet-ing (qré/ting) /‘griytin/ n. 1. an act or words of 
welcoming: [noncount): lifted her hand in greeting. 
[count}: We didnt get a very friendly greeting. 2. 
greetings, [plural] an expression of friendly or respectful 
regard: sending our greetings. 

-greg-, root. -greg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “group; flock.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: AGGREGATE, CONGREGATE, OESEGREGATE, GREGARI- 
OUS, SEGREGATE. 

gre-gar-i-ous (gri gar’é as) /gri'georiyas/ adj. 1. fond of 
the company of others; sociable: A politician must be 
friendly and gregarious. 2. living in flocks or herds, as 
animals. —gre-gar/i-ous-ly, adv. —gre-gar/i-ous-ness, 
n. (noncount) See -GREG-. 

gremelin (grem/lin) /‘gremlin/ n. [count] an imaginary, 
mischievous being humorously accused of causing me- 
chanical failures in aircraft or problems or disruptions in 
any activity. 

grenade (gri nad’) /gri'ncyd/ n. [count] a small shell 
containing an explosive or a chemical, as tear gas, and 
thrown by hand or fired from a rifle or launching device. 

Gre-naediean (gri na’7dé an) /gri'neydiyon/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Grenada. —n. [count] 2. a person born or liv- 
ing in Grenada. 

-gress-, root. -gress- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “step; move.” It is related to -GraAo-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: AGGRESSION, CONGRESS, DI- 
GRESS, EGRESS, INGRESS, PROGRESS, REGRESS, TRANSGRESS. 

grew (groo) /gruw/ v. pt. of GROW. 

grey (gra) /grey/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. GRAY. 

grey-hound (gra’hound’) /‘grey,hawnd/ n. [count] one 
of a breed of tall, slender shorthaired dogs noted for 
their keen sight and swiftness. 

grid (grid) /grid/ n. [count] 1. a grating of crossed bars; 
gridiron. 2. a network of evenly spaced lines running up 
and down and left to right, for locating points on a map, 
chart, building plan, or aerial photograph by means of a 
system of coordinates. 3. any network resembling this. 
4. a system of electrical distribution serving a large area, 
esp. by means of high-tension wires: a power grid. 5. 
Also, gridiron. a municipal road plan in which all or most 
roads and streets cross at right angles. 6. GRIDIRON (def. 
1). 

grid-dle (grid/l) /gridl/ n. [count] a flat pan for cooking 
pancakes, bacon, etc., over direct heat with little or no 
fat. 

grid-dle-cake (grid/l kak’) /'gridl,keyk/ m. [count] a 
pancake. 

grid.ieron (grid/i/ərn) /‘grid,ayorn/ n. [count] 1. a foot- 
ball field. 2. a utensil consisting of parallel metal bars on 
which to broil meat or other food. 3. any framework or 
network resembling a gridiron. 

grid-lock (grid/lok’) /'grid,lok/ n. 1. [noncount) a major 
traffic jam in which all movement comes to a stop be- 
cause important intersections are blocked by traffic: The 
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city suffered from gridlock today for the third day in a 
row. 2. a complete stoppage of normal activity: [count]: 
a financial gridlock resulting from high interest rates. 
[noncount}: complete gridlock, with no money coming in 
and none going out. —v. 3. to (cause to) undergo a grid- 
lock: [no obj): Traffic gridiocked at key intersections to- 
day. [~ + obj): Traffic was gridiocked all day. 

grief (gréf) /griyf/ n. 1. [noncount] great mental suffer- 
ing or distress over a loss or disappointment; sharp sor- 
row; painful regret. 2. (count; usually singular] a cause 
or occasion of keen distress or sorrow: His leaving was a 
great grief to her. 3. [noncount) Informal. trouble; diffi- 
culty; annoyance: Don't let him give you any grief. 
—Idiom. 4. come to grief, to suffer misfortune: Alf his 
great ideas came to grief. 5. good grief, This phrase is 
used to express mild dismay or surprise: Good grief, it’s 
Started to rain again! 

griev-ance (gré/vans) /‘griyvans/ n. 1. [count] a wrong 
or unjust act considered as grounds for complaint. 2. 
[noncount] a complaint: She filed a grievance with her 
union. 

grieve (grév) /griyv/ v., grieved, griev-ing. to (cause to) 
feel grief, distress, or great sorrow: [no obj): She grieved 
for her lost dog. [~ + obj): Her loss grieved me. [It + ~ 
+ obj + to + verb): it grieves me to refuse. [It + ~ + 
obj + that clause): It grieves me deeply that she left. 
—griev/er, n. [count] 

griev-ous (gré/vas) /'griyvas/ adj. 1. causing grief or 
great sorrow: a grievous loss. 2. causing serious harm; 
terrible: a grievous offense. 3. Characterized by great 
pain or suffering: caused grievous bodily harm. 4. caus- 
ing a great burden; oppressive: a grievous lax. —griev’- 
ously, adv. 

grif-fin (griffin) /‘grifin/ also griffon, gryphon, n. 
[count] an imaginary monster, usually having the head 
and wings of an eagle and the body of a lion. 

grill’ (gril) /gril/ n. [count] 1. an apparatus with a grated 
metal framework for cooking food over direct heat, as a 
gas or charcoal fire. 2. a metal grate for broiling food 
over a fire; gridiron. 3. a dish of grilled meat, fish, vege- 
tables, etc. 4. a restaurant, or a part of a restaurant, 
where grilled food is served. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to broil on 
a grill: We‘! grill a steak. 6. to ask (someone) questions 
in a hostile, severe, and persistent way: The lawyer grilled 
the witness. 

grill? (gril) /gril/ m. GRILLE. 

grille or grill (gril) /gril/ n. [count] 1. a grating or bar- 
rier, as for a gate, usually of metal and often of decora- 
tive design. 2. an opening covered by a grill for admit- 
ting air to cool the engine of an automobile or the like. 
3. a screen used to cover something, as a loudspeaker. 

grim (grim) /grim/ adj., grim-mer, grim-mest. 1. stern; 
allowing no compromise; unyielding: grim determination; 
a grim took. 2. of a sinister or ghastly character: a grim 
murder mystery; a grim joke. 3. fierce, savage, or cruel: 
War is a grim business. 4. unpleasant: Things will get 
pretty grim for him if he doesn't change. —grim/ly, adv. 
—grin/ness, n. (noncount] 

grim-eace (grim/as, gri mas’) /‘grimos, gri'meys/ M., Vv., 
-aced, -ac-ing. —n. [count] 1. a facial expression, often 
ugly or twisted, that indicates disapproval, pain, etc. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to make grimaces: She grimaced from the 
pain. 

grime (grim) /graym/ n. [noncount) dirt or soot clinging 
to or embedded in a surface. —grim/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

grin (grin) /grin/ v., grinned, grin-ning, n. —v. 1. to 
smile broadly: [no obj]: He grinned delightedly. [~ + at 
+ obj): She grinned at her guest. [~ + obj): He grinned 
his appreciation. —n. [count] 2. a broad smile. 
—Idiom. 3. grin and bear it, to suffer from something 
unpleasant without complaining. 

grind (grind) /graynd/ v., ground (ground) /grawnd/ 
grind-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to wear down, make 
smooth, or sharpen (something) by rubbing or friction: fo 
grind a lens; to grind knives. 2. to crush (something) into 
small particles, as by pounding; pulverize: [~ + obj): 
She accidentally ground the dirt into the rug. (~ + up + 
obj): The glass bottles were ground up for recycling. 3. 
[~ + down + obj] to oppress, torment, or crush: They 
were ground down by poverty. 4. [~ + obj] to grate to- 
gether; grit: She used to grind her teeth. 5. [~ + obj) to 
operate by turning a crank: to grind a hand organ. 6. [~ 
+ obj) to produce by crushing or hard rubbing: The mill 
grinds flour. 7. to (cause to) rub harshly; grate: [no obj): 
The gears ground whenever | shifted. [~ + obj): ł kept 
grinding the gears. 8. [~ + away] to work or study hard 
or for long hours. 9. [no obj) (in a dance) to rotate the 
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hips in a suggestive manner. Compare Bump (def. 9). 10. 
grind out, a. to produce in a routine or mechanical way: 
[~ + ont + obj): ground out another issue of the news- 
paper. {~ + obj + ort): Would they grind another issue 
ont in time? b. to extinguish (a cigarette or cigar) against 
a surface: [~ + out + obj): He ground out his cigarette. 
[~ + obj + ont): He ground his cigarette out. —n. 
[count] 11. a grade of fineness into which a substance is 
ground into particles: That coffee is available in various 
grinds. 12. (usually singular) laborious, usually uninter- 
esting work: the daily grind. 13. tnformal. a student who 
works and studies hard. 14. a dance movenient in which 
the hips are rotated in a suggestive manner. Compare 
BUMP (def. 16). 

grind-er (grin’dar) /‘grayndar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that grinds, as an appliance for grinding food. 2. a 
sharpener of tools. 3. a. a molar tooth. b. grinders, 
(plural) Slang. the teeth. 4. Chiefly New England and In- 
land North. HERO (def. 4). 

grind-stone (grind/ston’) /‘yraynd,stown/ n. [cont] 1. 
a rotating solid stone wheel used for sharpening, shap- 
ing, etc. —Idiom. 2. keep or put one’s nose to the 
grindstone, to work, study, or practice hard and steadily. 

grip (grip) /grip/ n., v., gripped, grip-ping. —n. [count] 
1. the act of grasping; a seizing and holding fast; firm 
grasp: held the hammer securely in his grip. 2. the 
power of grasping or holding fast: She has a strong grip 
when she shakes hands. 3. mental or intellectual grasp 
or hold or emotional control: had a good grip on the 
problem. 4. competence or firmness in dealing with 
things: He's beginning to lose Nis grip on reality. 5. a 
special mode of clasping hands: a secret grip. 6. a han- 
dle or hilt: a jeweled grip on a sword. 7. a suitcase. 8. a 
Stagehand. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to grasp or seize firmly; 
hold fast: / gripped the pole on the subway car to keep 
from falling. 10. to hold the interest of: to grip the mind. 
—Idiom. 11. come to grips with, [~ + obj] to face 
and cope with: to come to grips with a problem. —grip/- 
per, n. [count] 

gripe (grip) /grayp/ v., griped, grip-ing, n. —v. [no obj) 
1. Informal. to complain naggingly; grumble: soldiers 
griping about mess-hall food. —n. {count] 2. Informal. a 
nagging complaint: I’ve got a few gripes. 3. Usually, the 
gripes. [plural] spasmodic pain in the intestines. 
—erip/’er, n. (count) 

grippe (grip) /grip/ n. Older Use. INFLUENZA. 

grip-ping (grip/ing) /‘gripin/ adj. holding one’s interest 
intensely: a gripping novel. 

grisely (griz/lé) /‘grtzliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. causing a 
feeling of horror; gruesome: a grisly murder. 

grist (grist) /grist/ n. [noncount] 1. grain to be ground, 
or that is ground. —Idiom. 2. grist for or to one’s 
mill, something used to one’s profit or advantage. 

gris-tle (grisfal) /‘grisal/ n. [noncount] cartilage, esp. in 
meat. —gris/tly, adj., -tli-er, -tli-est: gristly beef. 

grit (grit) /grit/ n., v., grit-ted, grit-ting. —n. [nonconnt] 
1. hard, abrasive particles, as of sand, stone, or gravel. 
2. firmness of character; pluck: showed grit in the face of 
danger. —Idiom. 3. grit one’s teeth, to show forbear- 
ance or determination by or as if by clamping or grinding 
the teeth together. 

grits (grits) /grits/ n. coarsely ground hominy, usually 
boiled and served as a breakfast cereal or a side dish: 
(plural; used with a plural verb]: Grits make a hearty 
meal. {noncount; used with a singular verb]: Grits is quite 
nutritious. 

gerit-ty (grit”é) /‘gritiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. 1. full of 
coarse particles, as of sand, stone, or gravel. 2. showing 
determination and firmness: a gritty fighter. 

grizzled (griz’ald) /grizald/ adj. having gray or partly 
gray hair: the grizzled old war veteran. 

grizzly (griz/lé) /‘grizliy/ n., pl. -zlies. GRIZZLY BEAR. 

griz’zly bear’, n. [count] a large North American 
brown bear with rough, gray-tipped fur. 

groan (gron) /grown/ n. [count] 1. a low, mournful 
sound made in response to pain or grief. 2. a deeper, 
similar sound made to express contempt, dislike, disap- 
proval, etc.: Groans greeted the disappointing announce- 
ment. 3. a deep grating or creaking sound due to a con- 
tinued heavy weight or strain: The groan of the timbers 
in the wind. —v. [no obj] 4. to utter a deep, mournful 
sound that expresses pain or grief; moan: He groaned 
from the pain. 5. to make a deep, similar sound to ex- 
press contempt, dislike, disapproval, etc.: The audience 
groaned at the joke. 6. to make a sound resembling a 
groan: The steps of the old house groaned under my 
weight. 
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gro-cer (gro/sar) /'yrowsər/ n. [count] the owner or op- 
erator of a store that sells groceries. 

gro-cersy (grō/sə rë, gros/re) /'growsəriy, 'growsriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -cer-ies. 1. Also called gro/cery store’. a 
grocer's store. 2. Usually, groceries. [pliral| food and 
other commodities sold by a grocer. 

grog (grog) /grng/ n. [nonconnt) 1. a mixture of rum and 
water, often flavored with lemon, sugar, and spices and 
sometimes served hot. 2. any alcoholic drink. 

grog-gy (grog’é) /'grogiy/ adj., -gi-er, -gi-est. 1. stag- 
gering, as from exhaustion or blows. 2. dazed, as from 
lack of sleep. —grog/gi-ly, adv. —grog/gi-ness, n. 
(nonconnt] 

groin (groin) /groyn/ n. [conni] the place where the thigh 
joins the abdomen. 

grom-met (gron/7it, grum/-) /‘gromit, 'gram-/ n. [count] 
a ring or washer, esp. one used as a small hole protect- 
ing material where a rope passes. 

groom (groom, groom) /gruwm, grom/ n. [conni] 1. 
BRIDEGROOM. 2. a man or boy in charge of horses or a 
stable. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make (oneself or one’s cloth- 
ing) neat or tidy: She groomed herself carefully before 
the meeting. 4. (of an animal) to tend (itself or another) 
by removing dirt or unwanted tiny organisms from the 
fur, skin, feathers, etc.: Monkeys groom each other. 5. to 
clean, brush, and otherwise tend (a horse, dog, etc.). 6. 
to prepare for a position, election, etc.: The mayor is be- 
ing groomed for higher office. —groom/er, n. [count] 

groove (groov) /gruwv/ n., Vv., grooved, groov-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a long, narrow cut or indentation in a surface. 
2. a track or channel of a phonograph record for the 
needle or stylus to follow. 3. [usually singilar) a fixed 
routine: to get into a groove. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to cut or 
make a groove in; furrow. 5. [mo obj] Slang. to enjoy 
oneself in a relaxed way: grooving to the music. 
—Idiom. 6. in the groove, Slang. in perfect form: The 
tennis star is really in the groove now, hitting the ball 
well. 

groov-y (groo/vé) /'gruwviy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. Slang. 
fashionably attractive; wonderful; great: groovy music; a 
groovy Car. 

grope (grop) /growp/ v., groped, grop-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
feel about with the hands; feel one’s way hesitantly: [no 
obj|\: to grope around in the darkness. [~ + obj]: I 
groped my way up the dark stairs. 2. {~ + for] to search 
uncertainly: were groping for an answer to the latest cri- 
sis. 3. [~ + obj] Slang. to touch or handle (someone) 
sexually; fondle. —n. [count] 4. an act or instance of 
groping. —grop/er, n. [connt] 

gross (gros) /grows/ adj., -er, -est, n., pl. gross for 7, 
gross-es for 8, v. —adj. 1. without or before deductions; 
total (opposed to net): gross earnings. 2. {before a 
noun] flagrant and extreme; glaring: gross injustice. 3. 
indecent; vulgar: gross language. 4. Slang. revolting; dis- 
gusting: a really gross habit. 5. extremely or excessively 
fat. 6. of or relating to only the broadest or most general 
considerations. —n. 7. [count] a group of 12 dozen, or 
144, things. Abbr.: gro.: Bring in several gross of the 
pencils. 8. [noncount] total income, profits, etc., before 
any deductions (opposed to net). —v. [~ + obj] 9. to 
earn as a total before any deductions: The company 
grossed over three million dollars last year. 10. gross 
out, Slang. to disgust or offend: [~ + obj + ont]: That 
food really grossed me out. [~ + out + obj): He tried to 
gross out the cheerleaders. —gross/ly, adv. —gross/- 
ness, n. Lnoncount) 

gross’ na/tional prod/uct, n. [cont] the total value 
of all goods and services produced in a country during 
one year. Abbr.: GNP 

gro-tesque (grō tesk’) /grow'tesk/ adj. odd or unnatural 
in shape, appearance, or character; fantastically ugly or 
absurd; bizarre: a grotesque statue of a human head on 
top of a lion's body. —gro-tesque/ly, adv. 

grot-to (grot’d) /'grntow/ n. [count], pi. -toes, -tos. 1. a 
cave or cavern. 2. an artificial structure that resembles a 
small cave. 

grouch (grouch) /grawtf/ m. [count] 1. a complaining 
and continually unhappy person: an old gronch. —v. [no 
obj) 2. to complain irritably or unhappily: He gromched 
about his job. —grouch/ieness, nn.  [noncount] 
—grouch’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

ground’ (ground) /grawnd/ n. 1. [noncount; the + 7] 
the solid surface of the earth; firm or dry land. 2. [non- 
count] soil: poor ground for growing crops. 3. [non- 
count] land having an indicated shape, quality, or charac- 
ter: sloping ground. 4. [count] Often, grounds. [plural] 
an area of land put to a special use: picnic grounds; 
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hunting grounds. 5. [count] Often, grounds. [plural] rea- 
son or cause; the foundation or basis on which a belief 
or action rests: grounds for divorce. 6. [noncount] sub- 
ject for or focus of discussion; topic: We covered that 
ground in the last meeting. 7. [noncount] the main sur- 
face or background, as in a painting. 8. grounds, [plu- 
raf] leftover material, as from coffee that has been 
brewed: coffee grouuds. 9. grounds, [plura the gar- 
dens, lawn, etc., surrounding and belonging to a build- 
ing. 10. [noncount] a conducting connection between an 
electric circuit or equipment and the earth or some other 
conducting body. —adj. [before a noun) 11. operating 
on land: ground forces; a ground attack. —v. 12. [~ + 
obj] to place (an idea, belief, or argument) on a firm or 
logical foundation: an argument firmly grounded in logic. 
13. [~ + obj] to instruct (someone) in basic principles: 
to ground students in science. 14. [~ + obj] to establish 
a ground (def. 10) for (an electric circuit, device, etc.): 
This appliance isn’t grounded. 15. to (cause a vessel to) 
run aground: [no obj]: The ship grounded on the sand 
bar. [~ + obj]: They accidentally grounded the boat on a 
sand bar. 16. [~ + obj] to restrict (an aircraft or pilot) to 
the ground; prevent from flying: /f the pilot used drugs, 
he was grounded. 17.[~ + obj] to restrict the activities, 
esp. the social activities, of usually as a punishment: His 
parents grounded him for hitting another student. 
—Idiom. 18. break ground, a. to plow. b. to begin ex- 
cavation for a construction project. c. Also, break new 
ground. to do something original or innovative. 19. 
cover (new) ground, a. to travel over a certain area: We 
covered a lot of ground in the car. b. to deal with new 
material: didnt cover any new ground in yesterday's 
class. 20. cut the ground (out) from under, [~ + obj] 
to make (someone or something) less effective or useful 
by some action taken ahead of time. 21. from the 
ground up, a. gradually from the most elementary level 
to the highest level. b. extensively; thoroughly; com- 
pletely: Anew his subject from the ground up. 22. gain 
ground, to make progress; advance. 23. give ground, 
to retreat before a stronger force: The weaker army be- 
gan to give ground. 24. hold or stand one’s ground, to 
maintain one’s position. 25. into the ground, beyond a 
reasonable or necessary point: fo run an argument into 
the grourtd. 26. lose ground, to lose one’s advantage; 
fail to advance. 27. off the ground, into action or well 
under way: The plan never got off the ground. 28. on 
one’s own ground, in an area or situation that one 
knows well. 29. shift ground, to change position in an 
argument or situation. 
ground? (ground) /grawnd/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of GRIND. 
—adj. 2. reduced to fine particles or very small pieces by 
grinding: ground beef. 3. having the surface roughened 
by or as if by grinding: ground glass. 
ground’ ball’, n. [count] a batted baseball that rolls or 
bounces along the ground. Also called grounder. 
ground’ floor’, n. [comnt; often: the + ~) 1. the floor 
of a building at or nearest to ground level. 2. Informal. a 
position or opportunity starting in a new enterprise that 
provides an advantage: We got in on the ground floor of 
software development. 
ground-hog (ground’hdég/’, -hog’) /‘grawnd,hog, -,hng/ 
n. WOODCHUCK. 
ground-less (ground’lis) /'grawndlis/ adj. without rea- 
sonable or rational basis; unfounded: groundless fears. 
ground-nut (ground/nut’) /'grawnd,nat/ a. [count] a 
peanut. 
ground’ rule’, n. [count] 1. a basic or governing prin- 
ciple of conduct in a situation, used in judging other 
cases: the ground rules of the debate. 2. any of certain 
sports rules adopted, as in baseball, for playing in a par- 
ticular stadium or field. 
ground-swell (ground/swel/) /'grawnd,swel/ n. [count] 
l. a broad, deep swell or rolling of the sea, due to a dis- 
tant storm or gale. 2. a surge or sudden outpouring of 
feelings, esp. among the general public: a groundswell of 
support for the governor. 
ground-work (ground/wuirk’) /‘grawnd,wark/ n. [non- 
count) foundation or basis: to lay the groundwork for an 
alliance. 
group (groop) /gruwp/ n. [count} 1. any collection or as- 
sembly of persons or things, considered together as be- 
ing related in some way: a group of students. 2. a num- 
ber of musicians who play together: a rock group. —v. 3. 
to (cause to) place or form together in a group: [~ + 
obj): We grouped the students by age. [~ + obj + into]: 
grouped the errors into several types. [no obj): The 
workers and their fantilies grouped together to protest. 
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group-ie (groo’pé) /‘gruwpiy/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
is a fan of rock musicians and may follow them on tour. 
2. an ardent fan of a celebrity or of a particular activity: a 
tennis groupie. 

group’ ther/apy, n. [noncount) psychotherapy in 
which a group of patients, led by a therapist, attempt to 
solve their problems. 

grouse’ (grous) /graws/ n. [count], pl. grouse, grous-es. 
a plump bird of the pheasant family, with a short bill and 
feathered legs. 

grouse? (grous) /graws/ v., groused, grous-ing, n. Infor- 
mal. —v. 1. to grumble; complain: [no obj]: He was al- 
ways grousing about his job. [~ + that clause]: He was 
always grousing that he hated his job. —n. [count] 2. a 
complaint. —grous/er, n. [count] 

grove (grov) /growv/ n. [count] 1. a small wood or for- 
est-like area, usually with no undergrowth. 2. a small or- 
chard or stand of fruit-bearing trees, esp. citrus trees. 

grov-el (groval, gruv’-) /‘grpval, ‘grav-/ v. [no obj), 
-eled, -el-ing or (esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. 1. to lie or 
crawl with the face downward and the body flat, as in 
fear. 2. to humble oneself: always groveling before the 
boss, begging for favors. —grov/el-er, esp. Brit., grov’- 
eleler, n. [count] 

grow (grō) /grow/ v., grew (gro) /gruw/ grown, grow: 
ing. —v. 1. [no obj] to increase in size by a natural proc- 
ess of development: The children have grown tall. 2. (of 
hair) to (cause to) become longer: [no obj): let her hair 
grow to her waist. [~ + obj]: I'm trying to grow a beard. 
3. to (cause to) come into being and develop (as by 
planting and cultivating): [no obj): Several different kinds 
of plants grow wild here. [~ + obj]: The farmers grow 
corn in that region. 4. [no obj] to become stronger or 
more profound: Our friendship grew. 5. [no obj] to in- 
crease gradually in size, amount, etc.; expand: Her influ- 
ence has grown. 6. [no obj] to become gradually at- 
tached (or apart) by or as if by growth: We grew together 
as our cornmon interests merged. The couple grew 
apart. 7. to come to be by degrees or gradually; be- 
come: [~ + adj]: to grow old. [~ + to + verb}: | soon 
grew to love that job. [~ + into + obj): The little girl 
grew into a fine young woman. 8. grow into, [~ + obj] 
a. to become large or tall enough to wear (an item of 
clothing): The youngest daughter grew into her sisters 
clothes. b. to become mature or experienced enough to 
handle: He eventually grew into his job. 9. grow on or 
upon, [~ + obj] to become gradually more liked or ac- 
cepted by: His jokes will grow on you. 10. grow out of, 
[~ + obj] a. to become too large or mature for; out- 
grow: has already grown out of her baby clothes. b. to 
originate in; develop from: The program grew out of a 
simple idea. 11. grow up, [no obj] a. to be or become 
fully grown; to attain maturity. b. to come into existence; 
arise: New cities grew up in the desert. —grow/er, n. 
(count) 

growl (groul) /grawl/ v. 1. to utter a deep, throaty sound 
of anger or hostility: [no obj]: The dog growled. [~ + 
obj): The dog growled a warning. 2. [no obj] to murmur 
angrily; grumble: He's been growling at his secretary. 3. 
[no obj] to rumble: The thunder growled. —n. [count] 4. 
the act or sound of growling: a loud growl. —growl/er, 
n. [count] 

grown (grōn) /grown/ adj. 1. arrived at full growth or 
maturity; adult: a grown nan. —v. 2. pp. Of GROW. 

grown/-up/’, adj. 1. having reached the age of maturity: 
You look so grown-up in that suit! 2. characteristic of or 
suitable for adults: a grown-up pastime. 

grown-up (gron/up’) /'grown,ap/ n. [count] a mature 
adult. 

growth (grdth) /grow@/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or proc- 
ess or a manner of growing; development; gradual in- 
crease: to watch the growth of one’s children. 2. [non- 
count) size or stage of development: full growth. 3. 
[noncount] emotional and spiritual evolution: felt stifled 
in her growth as a total hurnan being. 4. [nonconnt) ex- 
pansion; enlargement: the growth of a business. 5. 
[count,; usually singular) development from a simpler to a 
more complex stage: the growth of language from a se- 
ries of grunts to full sentences. 6. [count] something that 
has grown or developed, as a crop or harvest. 7. [count] 
an abnormal increase in a mass of tissue, as a tumor. 8. 
[nortcount) origin or source: tobacco of domestic growth. 
—adj. [before a noun) 9. growing or expected to grow in 
value or earnings at a rate higher than average: a growth 
industry. 

grub (grub) /grab/ m., v, grubbed, grub-bing. —n. 1. 
[count] the thick-bodied, sluggish young of certain in- 
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sects, esp. the beetle. 2. [nonconnt] Slang. food: How's 
the gnib in that place? —v. 3. to dig out of the ground: 
[~ + obj): The birds gribbed worms. [no obj): They 
were grubbing for wortns. 4. [~ + obj] Slang. to 
scrounge: lo grb a cigarette. —grub/ber, 1. (count) 

grub-by (grub/é) /‘grabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. 1. dirty; 
sloppy and filthy: gnibby work clothes. 2. contemptible; 
ignoble: gnibby political tricks. —grub/bi-ness, n. (nori- 
count) 

grudge (gruj) /grad3/ n., v., grudged, grudge-ing. —n. 
[connt] 1. a feeling of ill will or resentment because of 
some real or imagined wrong: can really hold a gnidge. 
—v.{~ + obj + obj) 2. to give or permit with reluctance: 
They grudged 1s every day we were away. 3. to resent 
the good fortune of (another); begrudge: / dont gnidge 
her her good forline. 

grudg-ing (gruj’ing) /‘grad3in/ adj. retuctant; unwilling: 
earned their grudging respect. —grudg/ine-ly, adv. 

gru-el (qrod’al) /‘gruwal/ n. [noncount] a thin cooked 
cereal made by boiling meal, esp. oatmeal, in water or 
milk. 

gruvel-ing (grd0’a ling, grdd/ling) /‘gruwolin, 'gruwlin/ 
adj. very tiring: a grueting day at work. Also, esp. Brit., 
egru/el-ling. 

grue-some (groo’sam) /‘gruwsam/ adj. causing horror 
and disgust: a gnresorne imurder. —grue/somerly, adv. 
—grue/some:ness, n. (roncount) 

gruff (gruf) /graf/ adj., -er, -est. 1. low and harsh; 
hoarse: a gruff voice. 2. roughly stern; brusque: a gruff 
manner, —gruff/ly, adv. —gruff/ness, n. (nonconnt) 

grumble (grunibal) /‘grambol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 
1. to murmur or mutter in discontent; complain unhap- 
pily: [70 obj): Alt he did was gnumble. [used with quota- 
tions). “I hate that job,” he grimrbled. 2. [no obj] to 
rumble: a volcano grumbling in the distance. —n. 
{count} 3. an expression of discontent; complaint. 4. a 
rumble. —grum/bler, n. [count] 

grump-y (grun/pe) /'grampiy/ adj., -ieer, -iest. un- 
happy and bad-tempered; grouchy: She's always a little 
gnunpy when she wakes up. —grump/ieness, n. [non- 
count) 

grunegy (grun/je) /'grand3iy/ adj., -giver, -givest. Slang. 
1. run-down; dilapidated: a gningy old hotel. 2. dirty; 
filthy: grungy clothes. 

grunt (grunt) /grant/ v. [no obj] 1. to make the deep, 
throaty sound that a hog or pig makes; to make a similar 
sound: The usher just grinted and pointed to my seat. 
=n. [count] 2. a sound of grunting. 3. Slang. an infantry- 
man. 

gryph-on (grifən) /‘grifan/ 77. GRIFFIN. 

gua-ca-mo-le (gwä kə mō/lē) /gwakə'mowliy/ n. [non- 
count) a Mexican dip of mashed avocado mixed with 
lemon or lime juice, seasonings, and often tomato and 
onion. 

guar-an-tee (gar’an tē/) /igærən'tiy/ n., ph -tees, v., 
-teed, -tee-ing. —n. [Connt] 1. an assurance, esp. one in 
writing, that something is of specified quality, content, 
benefit, etc., or will please the customer or perform satis- 
factorily for a given length of time. 2. Guaranty (defs. 1, 
2). 3. something that makes sure a particular outcome 
or condition will come to pass: Wealth is not a guarantee 
of happiness. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to offer a guarantee for: 
The company guarantees its machines for ten years. 5. 
[~ + obj] to make oneself answerable for (something) 
on behalf of someone else; vouch for: / guarantee his be- 
havior. 6. [~ + obj] to protect against damage or loss: 
This Insurance guarantees a person against property 
loss. 7. to assure that a stated outcome is certain: [~ + 
obj + to + verb]: That clown show is guaranteed to 
bring a sinite to your face. [~ + (that) clause): I guaran- 
tee that IH be there. 

guar-an-tor (garfan tor’, -tar) /'gærən,tər, -tor/ n. 
[count] one that makes or gives a guarantee, guaranty, 
warrant, etc. 

guar-an-ty (garfan te’) /‘gwran,try/ n, pl -ties, v., 
-tied, -ty-ing. —n. [count] 1. a pledge or formal assur- 
ance given as security that another's debt or obligation 
will be taken care of. 2. something taken or presented as 
security. —v. 3. GUARANTEE. 

guard (gard) /gard/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to keep safe from 
harm or danger; protect: The dog guarded the house 
when no one was home. 2. [~ + obj] to keep under 
close watch, as in order to prevent escape: The police of- 
ficers guarded the prisoner. 3. {~ + obj] to keep under 
control as a matter of caution: fo guard ones ternper. 4. 
[~ + obj] to keep secret; protect or hide: guarded the 
secrets of his business. 5. to provide or equip with some 


grubby to guide 


safeguard or protection: [~ + obj): This ingredient 
guards your teeth against decay. [~ + against): The 
mouthwash guards against bad breath. 6. [~ (+ against) 
+ obj) to position oneself in some sport so as to ob- 
struct or impede the movement or progress of (an oppo- 
nent on offense). 7. [~ + against] to provide means of 
protection: The computer programm sliould guard against 
errors. —n. 8. [count] a person or group that quards, as 
one that keeps watch over prisoners or property. 9. 
[nonconnt] an act of guarding; a close watch: wider 
arined guard. 10. [cont] a device, appliance, or attach- 
ment that prevents or minimizes injury, loss, etc.: a 
guard for a goalie in hockey. 11. a. [count] either of the 
football linemen stationed between a tackle and the cen- 
ter, or either of the basketball players stationed in the 
backcourt. b. [noncount) the position played by this 
player: He played guard. 12. [count] Brit. a railway con- 
ductor. —Idiom. 13. off (one’s) guard, unprepared; 
unwary: Caught off guard. 14. on (one’s) guard, watch- 
ing; vigilant; wary. 15. stand guard over, [~ + obj] to 
watch over; protect: stood guard over their wounded 
comrade. —guard/er, n. (comnt) 

guard-ed (gar/did) /‘gardid/ adj. 1. cautious; careful; 
prudent: :made a few guarded comments. 2. protected, 
watched, or restrained, as by a guard. —guard/’ed-ly, 
adv. 

guardsican (gar/dé an) /'gardiyon/ n. [conni] 1. a per- 
son who quards, upholds, or preserves: the guardians of 
dernocracy. 2. a person legally entrusted with the care of 
another's person or property, as that of a child or of 
someone who is no longer capable of caring for himself 
or herself. —adj. [before a nonn) 3. guarding; protecting: 
a guardian angel. —guard/i-an-ship’, n. (noncount) 

Gua-te-mal-an (gwa/ta mä/lən) /,gwato'malan/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to Guatemala. —n. [count] 2. a person 
born or living in Guatemala. 

gua-va (qwa/va) /‘gwavo/ n. [count], pl. -vas. 1. a tropi- 
cal American tree or shrub of the myrtle family. 2. the 
large yellow fruit of this tree, used esp. for making jam. 

gueber-nastorrical (gdd/bar na tOr’é al, -tör/-, gydd0/-) 
/,guwboarnoa'toriyal, -‘towr-, ,gyuw-/ adj. of or relating to 
a State governor or the office of state governor: a guber- 
natoriat election. 

guerrril-la or guerrilla (ga ril’a) /ga'rila/ n. [count], pl. 
-las. a member of a band of unofficial soldiers that at- 
tacks an enemy in small groups, often without warning. 

guess (ges) /ges/ v. 1. to give an opinion about (some- 
thing) without enough evidence or without knowing for 
certain if it is true; hazard: [~ + obj): to guess a person's 
weight. [~ + at]: I guessed at the weight of the package. 
2. to give or figure out an answer correctly without know- 
ing for certain: [no obj): | guessed and got it right. [~ + 
obj): Somehow I guessed the right answer. [~ + (thal) 
clause): | gnessed that the second choice would be cor- 
rect. 3. [~ + (that) clause] to think, believe, or suppose: 
Į guess that I can manage alone. —n. [Count] 4. an opin- 
ion that one reaches on the basis of guessing or in the 
absence of any or sufficient evidence. 5. the act of form- 
ing such an opinion. —guess/er, n. [count] 

guest (gest) /gest/ n. [count] 1. a person who spends 
some time at anothers home in a social activity, as a 
visit or party. 2. a person who enjoys the hospitality of a 
club, a city, a country, or the like. 3. a person who stays 
at or goes to a hotel, restaurant, etc. 4. an often well- 
known person invited to appear in a television or other 
program. —adj. (before a noun) 5. provided for a quest: 
a guest towel. 6. participating or performing as a quest: 
a guest conductor for the orchestra. 

guf-faw (gə 6’) /ga'fo/ n. [Conni] 1. a loud burst of 
laughter. —v. [no obj] 2. to laugh loudly. 

guid-ance (gid/ns) /‘gaydns/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or 
function of guiding; leadership; direction. 2. advice or 
counseling, esp. for students on educational or work- 
related matters. 3. something that guides, as a system 
by which the flight of a missite may be changed by re- 
mote control. 

guide (gid) /gayd/ v., guid-ed, guid-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to assist (a person) to travel through, or reach a 
destination tn, an unfamiliar area, as by accompanying or 
giving directions to the person: She guided us into the 
center of town. 2. to accompany (a sightseer) in order to 
show and comment upon points of interest. 3. to direct 
the course of: The pilot guided the plane to a safe land- 
ing. 4. to supply (a person) with advice: guided me 
throngh many difficult times with his good advice. 5. to 
manage; supervise: He guided the business to its most 
profitable year. —n. [count] 6. a person who guides, esp. 
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one hired to guide travelers, tourists, etc. 7. a mark, tab, 
or the like to attract the eye and thus provide quick refer- 
ence. 8. a book, pamphlet, or the like with information, 
instructions, or advice; guidebook or handbook. 9. a de- 
vice that regulates or directs motion or action: 4 sewing- 
machine guide. 10. something that influences one’s 
actions: Let your conscience be your guide. —guid/er, n. 
(count) 

guide-book (gid’bd0k’) /‘gayd,buk/ n. [count] 1. a book 
of directions, advice, and information for travelers or 
tourists: a guidebook to downtown Copenhagen. 2. 
HANDBOOK (def. 1): a guide to dieting. 

guid’ed mis/sile, n. [count] a rocket steered during its 
flight by radio signals, clockwork controls, etc. 

guide-line (gid/lin’) /‘gayd,layn/ n. [count] any guide or 
indication of a future course of action, or of some course 
or set of steps to follow: guidelines on tax reform. See 
-LIN-. 

guild or gild (gild) /gild/ n. [count] an organization of 
persons with related interests, goals, or jobs, etc., esp. 
one formed for mutual aid or protection: a musicians’ 
guild. 

guile (gil) /gayl/ m. (noncount] slyness or cunning in 
reaching a goal; crafty or artful deception; duplicity. 
—guile’ful, adj. —guile/less, adj. 

guil-lo-tine (gilə tén’, gé/a-) /‘gild,tiyn, ‘giyd-/ M., V., 
-tined, -tin-ing. —n. [count] 1. a device for cutting off a 
person's head, consisting of a heavy blade that drops be- 
tween two posts that guide its fall. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
cut the head off (someone) by the guillotine. 

guilt (gilt) /gilt/ n. (noncount) 1. the fact or state of hav- 
ing committed an offense, crime, violation, Or wrong, 
esp. against morals or against the law; culpability: to ad- 
mit one’s guilt in a robbery. 2. a feeling of responsibility 
or remorse for the commission or consequences of some 
act of wrongdoing: feelings of guilt. 3. responsibility; 
blame: The guilt lies with those who would make false 
prornises. —guilt/less, adj. —Related Words. GUILT is 
a noun, GuILTY is an adjective: He was filled with feelings 
of guilt. He felt very guilty about what he had done. 

guilt-y (gil/té) /‘giltiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. having com- 
mitted an offense, crime, violation, or wrong, esp. 
against morals or against the law; culpable: The jury 
found the defendant guilty of murder. 2. (before a noun] 
having or showing a feeling of guilt: a guilty conscience. 
—guilt-iely (gitl €) /‘giltliy/ adv. —guilt/ieness, n. Inon- 
count) 

guin’ea fowl’ or guin/’ea-fowl’ (gin’é) /‘giniy/ n. 
[count] a large, plump bird originally of Africa, kept for 
food, having spotted gray coloring. 

Guin-e-an (gin’é an) /‘giniyan/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Guinea. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Guinea. 

guin/’ea pig’, n. [count] 1. a small, mildly fat, furry ani- 
mal without a tail, raised as a pet and for use in labora- 
tories. 2. the subject of any sort of test or experiment. 

guise (giz) /gayz/ n. [count] general outside appearance, 
esp. a false or assumed appearance or disguise: The 
king traveled in the guise of a beggar. 

guietar (gi tar’) /gi'tar/ n. [count] a stringed musical in- 
strument with a long neck; a flat, somewhat violinlike 
body; and usually six strings. —gui-tar/ist, n. [count] 

gulch (gulch) /galtf/ n. [count] a deep, narrow valley, 
esp. One marking the course of a stream. 

gulf (gulf) /galf/ n. [count] 1. a portion of an ocean or 
sea partly enclosed by land. 2. any wide gap or differ- 
ence between two or more things, as between individuals 
with respect to social status, opinions, etc. 

gull’ (gul) /gal/ n. [count] a long-winged water-dwelling 
bird, typically white with gray or black upper wings and 
back. 

gull? (gul) /gal/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to deceive, trick, or cheat: 
The crooks gulled hin out of his life's savings. —. 
[count] 2. a person who is easily deceived or cheated; 
dupe. 

gul-let (gul/it) /‘galit/ n. [count] the tube that goes from 
the mouth to the stomach; esophagus. 

gul-li-ble (qul’a bal) /‘galoboal/ adj. too willing to believe 
everything; naive; credulous: selling junk to gullible coi- 
sinners. Sometimes, gul/lasble. —gul-li-bileiety (qul/a- 
bili tē) /,galo'bilitiy/ n. Leortcouut) 

gul-ly (gul’é) /'galiy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. Also, gulley. 1. 
a small valley originally worn away by running water and 
serving to drain water away after long, heavy rains. 2. a 
ditch or gutter: a gully along the side of the road. 

gulp (gulp) /galp/ v. 1. [uo obj} to gasp or swallow air, 
as if taking a large swallow of something liquid. 2. to 
swallow eagerly, as in large amounts: (~ + down + obj): 
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He gulped down lunch. [~ + obj): | gulped three huge 
glasses of water. 3. [~ (+ down) + obj] to hold back; 
suppress: He gulped (down) a sob. —n. [count] 4. the act 
of gulping. 5. the amount swallowed at one time. 
—gulp/er, n. [count] 

gum’ (gum) /gam/ n, v, gummed, gum-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a sticky substance that comes from plants and 
hardens when exposed to air. 2. made from such a plant 
substance. 3. chewing gum. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to smear, 
stiffen, or stick together with gum. 5. [~ (+ up) + obj] 
to clog with or as if with a gummy substance: The engine 
was gummed (up) and wouldn't start. 6. gum up, Slang. 
to spoil or ruin: [~ + up + obj]: You've really gummed 
up the project with that blunder. [~ + obj + up]: You've 
gummed it up mow. 

gum? (gum) /gam/ n. [count] Often, gums. [plural] the 
firm, fleshy tissue covering the surfaces of the jaws and 
partly covering the bottom of the teeth. 

gum-bo (gum/bd) /‘gambow/ n., pl. -bos. 1. a soup of 
chicken or seafood, greens, and seasonings, usually 
thickened with okra: (count): a hot gumbo. [noncount): 
made some guinbo. 2. [noncount] OKRA. 

gum-drop (gum/drop’) /‘gam,drop/ n. [count] a small 
candy that is firm but chewy like gum. 

gum-my (gun/é) /'gamiy/ adj., -miver, -mivest. 1. 
sticky, as gum is: a gummy surface. 2. covered with or 
clogged with a sticky substance. 

gump-:tion (gump/shen) /'gampfan/ n. [noncount) 1. 
spirit; drive; resourcefulness: /t takes gumption to go to 
school and work too. 2. courage; guts: /t took a lot of 
gurnption to stand up to her. 

gum-shoe (guim/shd0’) /'‘gam,fuw/ n. 1. Slang. a detec- 
tive. 2. a rubber shoe worn over one's shoes; overshoe. 

gun (gun) /gan/ n., v., gunned, gun-ning. —n. (count) 1. 
a weapon consisting of a metal tube from which projec- 
tiles are shot by the force of an explosive: heavy artillery 
guns. 2. any firearm that may be carried, as a rifle, shot- 
gun, or revolver. 3. any device for shooting or ejecting 
something under pressure: a staple gun. 4. the firing of 
a weapon as a Signal or salute: One runner started be- 
fore the gun. 5. a person whose profession is killing: a 
hired gun. —v. 6. {~ + obj] to cause (an engine or vehi- 
cle) to increase in speed very quickly by increasing the 
supply of fuel. 7. gun down, to shoot with a gun: [~ + 
down + obj]: The guards gunned down the fleeing con- 
vict. [~ + obj + down]: The guards gunned him down. 
8. gun for, [~ + obj] a. to seek determinedly with hos- 
tile intent: Watch out, the boss is gunning for you. b. to 
try hard to obtain: to gun for a raise. —Idiom. 9. stick 
to or stand by one’s guns, to keep steadfastly to one’s 
position, opinion, belief, etc. 10. under the gun, under 
pressure, aS to meet a deadline or solve a problem. 
—gun/ner, n. [count] 

gun-boat (gun’bot’) /'gan,bowt/ n. [count] a small 
armed warship used in ports where the water is shallow. 

gun-fight (gun/fit’) /‘gan,fayt/ n. [count] a battle be- 
tween two or more people or groups using guns. 

gun-fire (gun/fier’) /‘gan,fay?r/ n. [noncount) the firing 
of guns. 

gung-ho (gung/hd’) /'gan'how/ adj. Informal. strongly 
enthusiastic and loyal; zealous: a gung-ho military outfit. 

gunk (gungk) /gank/ n. [noncount] Slang. any sticky, 
dirty, or greasy mass, as something left over or left on 
some part of machinery. 

guneman (gun’man) /'ganmon/ n. [count], pi. -men. a 
person armed with or expert in the use of a gun, esp. 
one ready to use a gun unlawfully. 

gunenersy (gunə rē) /‘ganariy/ n. [noncount] 1. the art 
and science of making and operating guns, esp. large 
guns. 2. the act of firing guns. 3. guns thought of as a 
group. 

gun-point (gun/point’) /‘gan,poynt/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
point or aim of a gun. —IJdiom. 2. at gunpoint, under 
threat of being shot: held them up at gunpoint. 

gun-pow-der (gun/pou/dar) /'gan,pawdor/ n. [non- 
court] an explosive mixture, as one made of potassium 
nitrate, sulfur, and charcoal, used in shells and car- 
tridges, in fireworks, and for blasting. 

gun-shot (gur/shot’) /'gan,fot/ n. 1. [count] the shoot- 
ing of a gun or the sound made by this. 2. (noncount] a 
bullet, projectile, or other shot fired from a gun. 3. [non- 
count] the range of a gun. 

gun/-shy’, adj. 1. frightened by the sound of a gun fir- 
ing. 2. distrustful because of some earlier unpleasant ex- 
perience: was gut-shy about dating again after the di- 
vorce. 

gun-smith (gun/smith’) /‘gan,smi0/ n. [count] a person 
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who makes or repairs firearms. 
(noncount) 

guppy (qup’é) /'gapiy/ n. (count), pl. -pies. a small 
freshwater fish of the Caribbean often kept in aquariums. 

guregle (gûr/gəl) /‘gargal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to flow in a broken, irregular, noisy current: The 
water gurgled down the drain. 2. to make or give off a 
sound as of water doing this; babble: The baby was gur- 
gling and cooing. —n. [count] 3. the act or noise of gur- 
gling. 

gureney (gur/né) /'g3rniy/ n. [count], pl. -neys. a flat, 
padded table or stretcher with legs and wheels, for trans- 
porting patients or bodies. See illustration at HOSPITAL. 

@ueru (qgoor’d0, goo roo’) /‘goruw, gu'ruw/ n. [count], pl. 
-rus. 1. a priest or teacher giving personal religious or 
Spiritual instruction, esp. in Hinduism. 2. advisor; men- 
tor: He's our computer guru. 3. a leader in a particular 
field: the city’s cultural gurus. 

gush (gush) /gaf/ v. 1. to (cause to) flow out suddenly, in 
great amounts, or forcefully, as a fluid from a place stor- 
ing it; pour: [no obj): Oil gushed from the side of the 
crippled tanker. [~ + obj]: The crippled tanker gushed 
oil. 2. [no obj) to talk effusively: gushing all night about 
his new job. (used with quotations]: “Gosh, this sure is 
an honor, sir!” the employee gushed. —n. (count; usu- 
ally singular] 3. a sudden great outflow of a fluid: a gush 
of blood. 4. an excessive outpouring: a gush of praise. 

gush-er (gush/or) /'gafar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that gushes. 2. a flowing oil well, usually of large 
Capacity. 

gush-y (gush/é) /'gafiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. effusively sen- 
timental. 

gus-set (gus/it) /‘gasit/ n. [count] 1. a small, triangular 
piece of material inserted into a shirt, shoe, etc., to im- 
prove the fit or for strengthening or reinforcement. 2. a 
plate for uniting structural components at a joint, as in a 
steel frame or truss. 

gusesy (gus’é) /'gasiy/ v., -sied, -sy-ing. /nformal. 1. to 
adorn or decorate in a showy manner: [~ + up + obj): 
to gussy up a room with mirrors and lights. {~ + obj + 
up): They gussied the room up with lots of mirrors and 
lights. 2. to dress in one’s best clothes: [~ + up]: She 
gussied up for the party. [~ + oneself + up]: She gus- 
sied herself up. 

gust (gust) /gast/ n. [count] 1. a sudden strong blast of 
wind, water, fire, smoke, etc. 2. a sudden burst of strong 
feeling: a gust of anger. —v. [no obj] 3. to blow or rush 
in gusts: The wind was gusting up to fifty miles per hour. 
—gust/y, adj., -iver, -ivest: a cold, gusty March day. 

gus-ta-torry (gus/te tore, -tōr/ē) /'gasta,toriy, -,towriy/ 
adj. of or relating to taste or tasting. 

gus-to (gus/td) /'gastow/ n. (noncount) strong, hearty, 
or eager enjoyment, as in eating or drinking, or in action 
or speech in general; zest. 

gut (gut) /gat/ n., v, gutted, gutting, adj —n. 1. 
[count] the part of the body that carries food and digests 
it, esp. the intestines. 2. guts, a. [plural the inner or- 
gans of the body, esp. the bowels. b. [nonconnt] cour- 
age; nerve: He didn't have the guts to defend them. c. 
[plural the inner working parts of a machine or device: 
peered into the guts of the computer. 3. [count] the 
belly; abdomen: a huge gut that draped over his waist- 
band. 4. {noncount) intestinal tissue or fiber; catgut. —v. 
[~ + obj] 5. to take out the inner organs of; disembowel: 
to gut a fish. 6. to destroy the interior of: Fire gutted the 
building. 7. to remove the vital or essential parts from: 
Layoffs and firings gutted our department. —adj. [before 
a noun) 8. a. basic; essential: gut issues. b. based on in- 
stincts or emotions: a gut reaction. —Idiom. 9. hate 
someone's guts, to hate or despise (Someone) thor- 
oughly. 10. spill one’s guts, to tell everything; reveal 
one’s secret feelings. —gut/less, adj. 

guts-y (gut/se) /'gatsiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. daring or 
courageous; nerwy: a gutsy decision. 2. vigorous and 
earthy: gutsy writing. 

gut-ter (gut/ar) /'gatər/ n. 1. [count] a channel at the 
side or in the middle of a road or street, for carrying off 
surface water. 2. [count] a channel at the edge of or on 
the roof of a building, for carrying off rainwater. 3. 
[count] the lower channel along either side of a bowling 
alley. 4. [noncount] the state or condition of those who 
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live in squalid conditions: Ie rose from the gutter to 
prominence. 

gut-ter-snipe (gut/ər snip’) /‘gator,snayp/ n. [count] 1. 
a person belonging to the lowest social group in a city. 
2. a street urchin. 

gut-tureal (gut/ar al) /‘gatoral/ adj. as if pronounced in 
the back of the throat; throaty: a hoarse, girttural voice. 

guy’ (gi) /gay/ n. [count] 1. a man or boy; fellow. 2. 
guys, Informal. persons of either sex; people. 

guy? (gi) /gay/ n. [count] a rope, cable, or device used to 
guide and steady an object being hoisted or lowered, or 
to secure anything likely to shift its position. 

Guy-a-nese (gi’a néz’, -nés’) /,gaya'niyz, -'niys/ n. 
{count}, pl. -nese. 1. a person born or living in Guyana. 
—adj. 2. of or relating to Guyana. 

guz-zle (guz/al) /'gazəl/ v., -zled, -zling. 1. to drink 
greedily or excessively: [no obj): been guzzling all even- 
ing. [~ + obj]: guzzled beer. 2. [~ + obj) to use in 
large quantities: This car guzzles gas. —guz/zler, n. 
[count] 

gym (jim) /d3ım/ n. 1. [count] a gymnasium: The dance 
was held in the gym. 2. [noncount] PHYSICAL EDUCATION: a 
course in gym. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of, relating to, 
or used for athletics or physical education: gym clothes. 

gym-nasium (jim nā/zēë əm) /d3im'neyziyom/ n. 
[count], pl. -sieums, -sia (-zē ə, -zhə) /-ziyə, -39/. a 
building or room designed and equipped for indoor 
sports, exercise, or physical education. 

gymenast (jim/nast, -nəst) /'dzımnæst, -nəst/ n. [count] 
one who enjoys, or is trained in, gymnastics. 

gymenas-tics (jim nas/tiks) /d3mm'nastiks/ n. 1. [plu- 
ral; used with a plural verb) physical exercises that de- 
velop and demonstrate strength, balance, and ability to 
move easily and smoothly, esp. such exercises per- 
formed mostly on special equipment. 2. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] the practice of such exercises: Gym- 
nastics is a demanding sport. 3. (plural; used with a plu- 
ral verb] a. mental or creative feats of skill: te lawyer's 
verbal gymnastics. b. adroit, contorted physical 
movements: performed all sorts of gymnastics to get the 
box onto the roof of the car. —gymenas/tic, adj. 

-gyn-, root. -gyn- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “wife; woman.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: GYNECOLOGY, MISOGYNY. 

gy-ne-col-orgy (gni kol’a jé, jin/i-) /,gayni'kolad3iy, 
d3rni-/ n. (noncount) the branch of medicine that deals 
with the health and diseases of women, esp. of the re- 
productive organs. —gy-ne-co-log-ic (gi/ni kə loj7ik, 
jin/i-) /gaynika'lnd3ik, ,d3ini-/ gy’ne-co-log/i-cal, adj. 
(before a noun) —gey/’ne-col/o-gist, n. [count] See -cyn-. 

BYP (jip) /d3ip/ v., gypped, gyp-ping, n. Informal. —v. 
[~ + obj (+ out of) 1. to cheat, defraud, or rob by some 
sharp practice; swindle: gypped us out of our money. 
—n. [count] 2. a trick, swindle, or fraud. 

gypsum (jip’sem) /'d3ipsom/ n. [noncount) a soft 
white mineral, a form of calcium, used to make plaster of 
Paris and as a fertilizer. 

Bypssy (jip’sé) /' d3ipsiy/ n., pl. -sies, adj. —n. (count) 
1. [Gypsy] a member of a dark-haired, originally Indian 
people who traditionally traveled in covered carts carrying 
their possessions and now live mostly in permanent 
communities in many countries of the world. 2. a person 
who is like the old idea of a Gypsy, wandering from place 
to place. 3. a cab licensed to answer calls but not to pick 
up passengers directly from the street. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. [Gypsy] of or relating to the Gypsies. 

gyrate (ji/rat, ji rat?) /'d3ayreyt, d3ay'reyt/ v., -rat-ed, 
-rat-ing. to move in a circle or spiral or around a fixed 
point; whirl; revolve; rotate: (no obj): gyrated to the mu- 
Sic. [~ + obj): gyrated her hips to the music. —gy-ra- 
tion (ji ra’shan) /d3ay'reyfan/ n. [count] 

gyro (jér’6, yer’5) /d3iarow, ‘ytarow/ n. [conni] 
pressed beef or lamb roasted on a vertical spit, thinly 
sliced, and usually served in a pita bread sandwich. 

&y-ro-scope (ji/ra skop’) /' d3ayra,skowp/ n. (count) a 
device consisting of a rotating wheel mounted so that its 
axis Can turn freely in certain or all directions; it is capa- 
ble of maintaining the same absolute direction in space 
in spite of movements of the mountings. See -scope-. 


H, h (ach) /eytf/ n. [count], pl. Hs or H's, hs or h’s. the 
eighth letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

H, an abbreviation of: 1. hard. 2. Slang. heroin. 3. high. 

h, an abbreviation of: 1. hard. 2. hardness. 

h. or H., an abbreviation of: 1. hard. 2. hardness. 3. 
height. 4. high. 5. hour. 

ha or hah (ha) /ha/ interj. This word is used to express 
surprise, questioning, suspicion, triumph, etc. 

ha, an abbreviation of: hectare. 

-hab-, root. -hab- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “live, reside.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COHABIT, HABITABLE, HABITAT, HABITATION, INHABIT, 
INHABITANT. 

ha-be-as cor-pus (hā/bē əs kor/pas) /heybiy'əs 
korpas/ n. [noncount) a law requiring that a person who 
has been detained by the authorities be brought before a 
court to determine if the detention is lawful. 
hab-er-dash-er (hab’er dash/ər) /'hebor,dawJor/ n. 
[count] a dealer in men’s clothing. 
hab-er-dash-er-y (hab’or dash’a rē) /'hæbər,dæforiy/ 
n., pl. -ereies. 1. [count] a haberdasher's shop. 2. [non- 
count] men’s clothing. 

-habil-, root. -habil- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “handy; apt; able.” These meanings are found 
in such words as: ABILITY, ABLE, REHABILITATE. 
hab-it (hab/it) hebit/ n. 1. a pattern of behavior that is 
customary and regular, or that is repeated often: [non- 
count ]: | got up at 6 a.m. out of habit. [connt]: Smoking 
had become a habit. 2. [count] an addiction, esp. to nar- 
cotics: a serious drug habit. 3. [count] the dress of a 
particular rank, profession, etc., esp. the long garment 
worn by some clergy. — Syn. See CUSTOM. 
hab-it-a-ble (hab/i tə bal) /‘habitabal/ adj. (of a place) 
that can be lived in: Finally the renovated apartinents 
were habitable. —hab-it-a-bil-iety (hab/i tə bil/i tē) /,he- 
bito'bilitiy/ mn. Inoncount)] See -HAB-. 
hab-i-tat (hab/i tat’) “hebi,tet/ n. [count] 1. the natural 
environment of a living thing: a jungle habitat. 2. HABITA- 
TION (def. 1). See -HAB-. 
habei-ta-tion (hab’i tā/shən) /,hebr'teyfan/ n. 1. [count] 
a place where one lives; residence; dwelling: a mountain 
habitation far from the city. 2. [noncount] the act of in- 
habiting; occupancy by living creatures: tenements unfit 
for human habitation. See -HAB-. 
hab/it-form/ing, adj. tending to cause addiction: a 
habit-forming drug. 
haebit-ueal (hə bich/ō al) /ha'bitfuwol/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] done by habit: He's a habitual gossip. 2. com- 
monly used, followed, observed, etc., by a particular per- 
son; customary. —ha-bit/ural-ly, adv. 
ha-bit-u-ate (hə bich’66 at’) /ha'bitfuw,eyt/ v. [~ + obj 
+ to + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to cause (someone) to get 
used to a physical or mental situation; train: Working on 
a farm had habituated him to waking up early. They be- 
came habituated to the constant rain. —ha-bit-uea-tion 
(ha bich’60 a’shen) /ha,bitfuw'eyfon/ n. roncourit] 
ha-bit-u-é (ha bich’60 4’, -bich’o0 a7) /ha'bitfuw,ey, 
- bitfuw'ey/ n. [count] a habitual visitor to a place: a Ha- 
bitué of the cafe. 
ha-ci-eneda (ha/sé en/da) /,hasiy’enda/ n. [count], pl. 
-das. (in Spanish America) 1. a large land estate, esp. 
one used for ranching. 2. the main house on such an es- 
tate. 
hack! (hak) /hwk/ v. 1. to cut, slice, chop, or sever with 
irregular blows: [~ (+ away) + at + obj): The rescue 
workers hacked away at the rubble all night. (~ + down 
+ obj): The timbermen hacked dowr the trees. [~ + 
obj): hacked the timber to pieces. 2. [~ + obj + 
through + obj) to clear by cutting away vines, trees, Or 
other growth: hacked their way through the dense jungle. 
[~ + through + obj): hacked through the jungle. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to cut severely; trim: to hack a budget. 4. [~ + 
obj] Slang. to cope with; tolerate: / can’t hack all this 
conunuting. 5S. [no obj) to cough in a short, raspy man- 
ner. —vr?. [court] 6. an act of cutting; cut, gash, or notch. 
7. a short, rasping dry cough. —Jdiom. 8. hack it, 
Siang. to deal with something successfully: can't hack it 
as au executive. 
hack? (hak) /hæwk/ n. [count] 1. a hireling: a political 
hack. 2. a person, esp. a writer, who produces mediocre 
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work. 3. an old or worn-out horse. 4. a. a taxicab. b. a 


cabdriver. —v. [no obj] 5. to drive a taxi: found a job 
hacking. —adj. {before a noun] 6. working as a hack: 4 
hack writer. 7. suitable to or typical of a hack: hack work. 

hack-er (hak/ar) /‘hekor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that hacks. 2. a person unskilled in a sport. 3. Slang. a. 
a person who is excellent at computer programming. b. 
a computer user who illegally gains access to restricted 
computer systems. 

hack-le (hak/al) /‘hekol/ n., v, -led, -ling. —n. [count] 
1. the neck feathers of a male bird, as the domestic 
rooster. 2. hackles, [p/ura/] hairs on the back of an ani- 
mal's neck that can be made to stand up straight. 
—Idiom. 3. raise one’s hackles, to arouse one’s an- 
ger. 

hack-neyed (hak/néd) /‘hxekniyd/ adj. commonplace or 
trite; very ordinary and uninteresting: The play had a 
hackneyed plot. 

hackesaw or hack saw (hak/s0’) /'hexk,so/ n. [count] a 
saw for cutting metal, usually made up of a narrow, fine- 
toothed blade attached to a frame. 

had (had) /hæd/ v. pt. and pp. of HAVE. 

had-dock (had/’ak) /‘hedak/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -dock, (esp. for kinds or species) -docks. a 
food fish of the cod family, of the N Atlantic. 

had-n’t (had/nt) /'hædnt/ contraction of had not. 

hadst (hadst) /hadst/ v. Archaic. a 2nd pers. sing. pt. of 
HAVE. 

haft (haft) /heft/ n. [count] a handle, esp. of a knife, 
sword, or dagger. 

hag (hag) /hxg/ n. [count] an ugly old woman, esp. an 
evil or bad-tempered one. —hag/gish, adj. 

hag-gard (hag/ard) /'hægərd/ adj. tired or exhausted in 
appearance; worn; gaunt: the haggard faces of refugees. 
—hag/gard-ly, adv. —hag/gard-ness, n. [noncount] 

hag-gle (hag/al) /‘hegol/ v. [no obj], -gled, -gling. to 
bargain about the cost of something: The tourists hag- 
gled for a better price. —hag-gler (hag/ler) /'hæglər/ n. 
[count] 

hag-i-og-ra:phy (hag’/é og/ra fē, hā/jē-) 
/ hegiy'pgrofiy, ,heyd3iy-/ n. [conni], pl. -phies. biogra- 
phy of the lives of the saints. —hag/i-og/ra-pher, n. 
[count] See -GRAPH-. 

hah (ha) /ha/ interj. HA. 

ha-ha (hä/hä/, ha’ha’) /‘ha'ha, ,ha'ha/ interj. This word 
is used to express or represent laughter, amusement, 
scorn, etc. 

haiku (hi/koo) /‘haykuw/ n. [count], pl. -ku. a Japanese 
poem of 17 syllables divided into 3 lines of 5, 7, and 5 
syllables. 

hail’ (hal) /heyl/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to greet or welcome: fo 
hail an old friend. 2. {~ + obj (+ as + obj)) to approve 
enthusiastically; praise: hailed the new child care laws as 
a big step forward. 3. [~ + obj] to call out to, as in or- 
der to stop or to attract the attention of: to hail a cab. 4. 
hail from, {~ + from + obj; not: be + ~-ing + from] 
to have as one’s place of birth or residence: hails from 
Indiana. —interj.5. This word is used as a greeting, or to 
express praise: Hail, Caesar! —hail/er, n. [count] 

hail? (hal) /heyl/ n. 1. [noncount] a shower or storm of 
pellets of ice more than 4 in. (5 mm) in diameter: golf- 
ball-sized hail. 2. (count; usually singular] a shower or 
large number of anything: a hail of bullets. —v. 3. [it + 
~ (no Obj)] to pour down hail: /t hailed alt afternoon. 4. 
to (cause to) fall like hail: [no obj]: Arrows hailed on the 
troops. [~ + obj]: The plane hailed leaflets on the city. 
hail-stone (hal/ston’) /‘heyl,stown/ n. [count] a pellet of 
hail. 

hailstorm (hal/storm/) /‘heyl,storm/ n. [count] a storm 
with hail. 

hair (har) /heor/ n. 1. [count] any of many small, thin, 
tiny, threadlike pieces growing from the skin of mam- 
mals; a pilus: She plucked a hair from her head. 2. [non- 
court) a mass of such pieces, such as that covering the 
human head or forming the coat of most mammals. 3. 
[count; usually singular; a + ~] a very small amount or 
distance: The falling rock missed fim by a hair. 
—Idiom. 4. get in someone's hair, to annoy someone. 
5. let one’s hair down, to to behave in a relaxed, infor- 
mal manner. 6. make one’s hair stand on end, to 
shock or frighten. 7. split hairs, to make petty objec- 
tions or distinctions: splitting hairs about the rules. 8. 
tear one’s hair (out), to behave frantically: tearing my 
hair out with worry. —hair/less, adj. 

hair-ball (har/bdl’) /heor,bol/ n. [count] a ball of hair 
that has gathered in the stomach of a cat or other animal 
that licks its coat. 
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hair-breadth (hâr/bredth/, -breth’) /'heər,bred0, -,bre0/ 
also hairs-breadth (harz/-) /‘heorz-/ n. [count] 1. a 
very small space or distance: to escape by a hairbreadth. 
—adj. 2. extremely narrow or close: a hairbreadth es- 
cape. 

hairbrush (har/brush’) /‘heor,braf/ n. [count] a brush 
for grooming the hair. 

hair-cut (har/kut’) /‘heor,kat/ n. [count] 1. an act or in- 
stance of cutting the hair. 2. the style in which the hair is 
cut and worn: a short haircut. 

hairedo (har/doo’) /‘hear,duw/ n. [count], pl. -dos. the 
style in which a person's hair is worn. 

hair-dress-er (har/dres’ar) /‘heor,dresar/ n. [count] a 
person who arranges or cuts hair. —hair/dress-ing, n. 
(noncount) 

haired (hard) /heard/ adj. This word is used in combina- 
tion with other words to form adjectives that refer to a 
certain kind of hair: a red-haired girl. 

hairline (har/lin’) /‘heor,layn/ n. [count] 1. a very thin 
line. 2. the border on the forehead where the hair starts 
to grow. —adj. [before a noun] 3. narrow or fine as a 
hair: a hairline crack in the wall. See -un-. 

hair-piece (har’pés’) /‘hear,piys/ n. [count] a covering 
of false hair, as a toupee, for concealing baldness or 
adding to the existing hair. 

hair-pin (har/pin’) /‘hear,pin/ n. [count] 1. a slender U- 
shaped piece of wire, etc., used to fasten the hair. —adj. 
(before a noun) 2. (of a road, etc.) curved tike a hairpin. 

hair/-rais/ing, adj. very frightening, shocking, or excit- 
ing: hair-raising adventures. 

hairs-breadth or hair’s-breadth = (harz/bredth/, 
-breth’) /‘heorz,bred@, -,bre@/ n., adj. HAIRBREADTH. 

hair-split-ting (har/split/ing) /‘hear,splitin/ nm. [non- 
count) the making of trivial distinctions. —hair/split/ter, 
n. [count] 

hair-style or hair style (har/stil/) 
HAIRDO. —hair/styl/ist, n. [count] 

hair/-trig’ger, adj. (before a noun) 1. easily activated 
or set off: a hair-trigger alarm. 2. reacting immediately to 
the slightest provocation: a hair-trigger temper. 

hairey (har/é) /‘heoriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. covered with 
hair: hairy legs. 2. Slang. difficult, frightening, or risky: a 
hairy mountain climb, —hair/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

Hai-tian (hā/shən) /'heyfan/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Haiti. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by many 
of the people in Haiti. —n. 3. [count] a person born or 
living in Haiti. 4. [moncount) the language spoken by 
many of the people living in Haiti, also called Haitian Cre- 
ole. 

hajj or hadj (haj) /had3/ n. [count], pi. hajj-es or 
hadj-es. a pilgrimage to Mecca, which every adult Mus- 
lim is supposed to make at least once. 

haj-ji or hadj-i or hajei (haj7é) /‘hed3iy/ n. [count], pl. 
haj-jis or hadj-is or haj-is. one who has gone on a hajj. 

hake (hak) /heyk/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of as a 
group) hake, (esp. for kinds or species) hakes. a codlike 
saltwater fish. 

hal-cy-on (hal/sé an) /helsiyan/ adj. (often: before a 
noun] 1. calm; tranquil: halcyon weather. 2. happy; joy- 
ful; carefree: the halcyon days of youth. 

hale (hal) /heyl/ adj., hal-er, hal-est. free from disease 
or weakness; robust: hale and hearty old age. 

-hale-, root. -hale- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “breathe.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: EXHALE, HALITOSIS, INHALE. 

half (haf) /haf/ n., pl. halves (havz), pron., adj., adv. 
—n. [count] 1. one of two equal or nearly equal parts: 
The two halves of the torn dollar bill fitted together per- 
fectly. 2. either of two equal periods of play in a game. 
Compare Quarter (def. 10). 3. one of two; a part of a 
pair. 4. [usually singular] the sum of 50 cents: /f cost a 
dollar and a half. —adj. [~ + a/the + noun] 5. a quan- 
tity or amount equal to one half of something; ('4): half a 
loaf; half a dozen people. —pron. 6. a quantity or 
amount equal to one half of (some group or thing): [p/u- 
ral; used with a plural verb]: Of the passengers on the 
boat, half were American, half were Canadian. (singular; 
used with a singular verb]: The cake was delicious: half 
was vanilla and half was chocolate. —adj. [before a 
noun) 7. being one of two equal or nearly equal parts of 
a whole: a half quart. 8. being half in degree, amount, 
length, etc.: travel at half speed. 9. partial or incomplete: 
half measures. —adv. 10. in or to the extent or measure 
of half: Was the glass half full, or half empty? 11. in part; 
partly; incompletely: half understood. —Idiom. 12. by 
half, by a great deal; by far: He is too clever by half. 13. 
half again as much or as many, as much as 50 percent 


hear,stayl/ n. 
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more. 14. in half, into two almost equal parts: The vase 
broke in half. 15. not (the) half of it, a significant yet 
relatively minor part of something that remains to be de- 
scribed in full: /t’s a shocking story, but you don't know 
the half of it. 

half-back (haffbak’) /‘hef,bak/ n. 1. Football. a. 
[count] one of two backs who typically line up on each 
side of the fullback. b. [noncount) the position played by 
such a back. 2. [count] (in soccer, etc.) a player sta- 
tioned near the forward line to try to score points. 

half/-baked/, adj. 1. not baked enough. 2. not planned 
Or prepared well enough: half-baked schemes. 3. un- 
realistic: those half-baked theorists. 

half/-breed’, n. [count] Often Disparaging and Offen- 
sive. the child of parents of different races, esp. the child 
of an American Indian and a white person. 

half’ broth/er, n. [count] a male having only one par- 
ent in common with another person. 

half/-caste’, n. [count] a person whose parents are of 
different races. 

half7-cocked’, adj. not having enough thought or 
preparation; ill-considered or ill-prepared; half-baked. 

half-heart-ed (haf/har/tid) /“hef'hartid/ adj. having or 
showing litte enthusiasm: a half-hearted attempt. 
—half/heart/ed-ly, adv. —half/heart’ed-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

half/-life’ or half’ life’, n. (count), pl. -lives. the time 
required for one half the atoms of a given amount of a 
radioactive substance to decay: a half-life of over 50,000 
years. 

half/-mast/, n. (noncount] a position halfway between 
the top of a mast, staff, etc., and its base: a flag flown at 
half-mast. 

half? note’, n. [count] a musical note equivalent in 
time value to half a whole note. 

half-pen-ny (ha/pa nē, hap/’né) /‘heypaniy, ‘heypniy/ n. 
[count], pl. half-penenies. [count] a former British coin 
equal to half a penny. 

half’ sis’ter, n. [count] a female having only one par- 
ent in common with another person. 

half-time or half-time (haf/tim’) /‘hef,taym/ n. 1. the 
intermission between the two halves of a football, basket- 
ball, or other game: [noncount): During halftime we went 
for a walk. (count): During halftimes the band plays. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. relating to or taking place dur- 
ing a halftime. 

half/-truth’, n. (count) a statement that is only partly 
true, esp. one intended to deceive. 

half-way (haf/wa/) /‘hef'wey/ adv. 1. to half of the dis- 
tance; to the midpoint: fo run halfway to town. 2. par- 
tially or nearly; almost: He halfway surrendered to their 
demands. —adj. (before a noun] 3. midway, as between 
two points. 4. partial: halfway measures. —Idiom. 5. 
meet (someone) halfway, to compromise with: [~ + 
obj): The management met the ballplayer halfway in his 
salary demands. [no obj): We met halfway on the salary 
dispute. 

half/way house’, n. [count] a residence in which per- 
sons newly released from psychiatric hospitals, prisons, 
or other institutions can readjust to society. 

half/-wit’/, n. [count] a stupid or foolish person. 
—half/-wit/ted, adj.: a half-witted idea. 

hal-isbut (hal’a bat, hol/-) /‘halabat, ‘hol-/ n., pl. (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -but, (esp. for kinds or spe- 
cies) -buts. any of various large flounders used for food. 

hal-isto-sis (hal/i tō/sis) /,heli'towsts/ n. [noncount] a 
condition of having unpleasant-smelling breath; bad 
breath. See -HALE-. 

hall (hdl) /hol/ n. [count] 1. a corridor or passageway in 
a building: She lived just down the hall from me. 2. the 
large entrance room of a building; vestibule; lobby. 3. a 
large room or building for public gatherings; auditorium: 
a concert hall. 4. a large building for living in, for instruc- 
tion, or for other purposes at a college or university: Over 
there is Lincoln Hall. 5. (in English colleges) a. a large 
room in which the members and students dine. b. dinner 
in such a room. 6. the castle, house, or similar structure 
of a medieval noble. 

hal-le-lu-jah or hal-leelueiah (hal’a 150/yə) 
/,hvlo'luwyo/ interj. 1. This word is used to express joy, 
praise, Or gratitude; it means “Praise ye the Lord!” —n. 
[count] 2. a shout of joy, praise, or gratitude: They 
greeted him with shouts and halleliujahs. 

hallemark (hdl/mdark’) /hol,;mark/ n. [count] 1. an offi- 
cial mark or stamp used in marking gold and silver arti- 
cles that declares them to have pure gold or silver in 
them. 2. any distinguishing feature or characteristic. 
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hal-low (tral) /‘hlow/ v. [~ + obj] to make or honor 
as holy; sanctify; consecrate: to hallow the name of the 
Lord. —hal/lowed, adj. 

Hal-low-een or Hal-elow-e’en (hal’a wen’, hol’-) 
/hivlo'wiyn, ,hol-/ m. (woncount; count) the evening of 
Oct. 31; the eve of All Saints’ Day, observed esp. by chil- 
dren, who dress in costume and play trick or treat. 

hal-luecienate (ha loo’sa nat’) /ha'luwsa,neyt/ v. [no 
obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to have hallucinations. 

hal-lueciena-tion (ha 160’sa na/shan) /ha,luwsa'ney fən/ 

n. [count] perception of something that does not exist, 
caused by various diseases, or by reaction to toxic sub- 
stances or drugs: This drug causes bizarre hallucinations. 
—hal-lu-ci-na-to-ry (ha lōō/sə nə tôr/ë, = -tor’e) 
/ha'luwsoana,toriy, -,towrly/ adj. 

hal-lu-cieno-gen (ha l56/sə nə jan) /hə'luwsənədzən/ n. 
[count] a substance that produces hallucinations. —hal- 
lu-cieno-gensic (ha 1d0’sa na jen/ik) /ha,luwsana'd3entk/ 
adj. 

halleway (hol/wa’) /‘hol,wey/ n. [coant] 1. a corridor, as 
in a building. 2. an entrance hall. 

haslo (ta/Ild) /‘heylow/ n. [connt), pi. -los, -loes. 1. Also 
called nimbus. the representation of a radiant light 
above or around the head of a holy person. 2. any of a 
variety of bright circles or arcs centered on the sun or 
moon. 

hal-o-gen (halə jan, -jen’, ha/la-) /hælədzən, -,d3en, 
'heylə-/ m. any of various elements, as fluorine, chlorine, 
iodine, and bromine, that have properties in common: 
[noncount]: the use of halogen in lamps. (count): halo- 
gens as health hazards. 

hal’ogen lamp’, n. [cout] a gas-filled, high-intensity 
lamp. 

halt (hdlt) /holt/ v. 1. to (cause to) stop, cease moving, 
or operating: [no obj]: The car halted in front of the 
house. [~ + obj]: He halted the car. —n. [count] 2. a 
temporary or permanent stop; standstill: Work came toa 
halt. —interj. 3. This word is used to command someone 
to stop and stand motionless. 
hal-ter (hdl/tar) /‘holtor/ n. [count] 1. a rope or strap 
with a noose for leading or restraining horses or cattle. 
2. a woman's upper garment, tied or fastened behind the 
neck and across the back, leaving the arms, shoulders, 
upper back, and often the midriff bare. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to put a halter on; restrain as by a halter. 
halt-ing (hdl/ting) /‘holtin/ adj. faltering or hesitating, 
esp. in speech: He asked in a halting voice if she would 
go out with him. —halt/ing-ly, adv. 
hal-evah (häl va’, hal/va) /hal'va, 'halva/ n. [noncoimt] a 
sweet food of Turkish origin, made chiefly of ground ses- 
ame seeds and honey. 
halve (hav) /hæv/ v. [~ + obj], halved, halv-ing. 1. to 
divide into two equal parts; to share equally: Halve the 
apple so we can both eat it. 2. to reduce to half: Profits 
were halved wher the new tax was introduced. 
halves (havz) /hevz/ n. [plural l. pl. of HALF. 
— Idiom. 2. go halves, to share equally; divide evenly: 
We went halves on the diuner bil. 
ham! (ham) /hem/ n. 1. a cut of meat from a hog's hind 
quarter: [noncount)]: We had plenty of ham left over. 
[count]: fresh hams hanging in the butcher shop. 2. Of- 
ten, hams. [plural] the back of the thigh, or the thigh 
and the buttock together. 
ham? (ham) /hem/ n., v, hammed, ham-ming. —v. 
[count] 1. an actor or performer who overacts. 2. an Op- 
erator of an amateur radio station: The hart operators 
told the outside world about the revolution in their coun- 
try. —v. [10 obj] 3. Also, ham it up. to act with exagger- 
ated expression of emotion; overact: hamming (it up) for 
the cariera. —ham/my, adj., -mi-er, -mi-est. 
ham-burg-er (ham/bůûr’gər) /‘hem,bsargar/ n. 1. [non- 
count] ground beef. 2. [count] a rounded, flattered patty 
of ground beef. 3. [count] a sandwich made up of such a 
patty. 
ham-let (ham/lit) “hemlit/ n. [court] a small village. 
ham-mer (ham/sr) /‘hiemor/ r. [count] 1. a tool consist- 
ing of a solid head set crosswise on a handle and used 
for driving nails, beating nretals, ete. 2. any of various in- 
struments or devices resembling this in form, action, or 
use. 3. a metal ball attached to a steel wire at tlre end of 
which is a grip, for throwing in the sport called the hant- 
mer throw. —v. 4. to beat or drive (a nail, peg, etc.) with 
a hammer: [~ + obj]: hanunered a nait into the wall. [~ 

+ in + obj): hammered in a nail (~ + obj + inj: The 
carpenter hauinnered a nail in. 5. to fasten by using 
tammer and nails; nail: [~ + obj): Manutered the door 
shut, 6. to assemble or build with a hammer and mails: 
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[~ + together + obj]: to hammer together a small crate. 
[~ + obj + together): to hammer a small crate together. 
7.[~ + obj] to shape or ornament (metal or a metal ob- 
ject) by controlled blows of a hammer; beat out: ham- 
mered the metal into a horseshoe. 8. [no obj] to strike 
blows with or as if with a hammer: They hammered on 
the door. 9. hammer away, [~ + at + Obj] a. to keep 
making hard-working attempts at something: hanunered 
away at her speech for days. b. to repeat in order to per- 
suade: likes to hammer away at the importance of punc- 
tuality. 10. hammer out, a. to form or construct by re- 
peated, vigorous, or strong effort: [~ + out + obj): to 
hammer out an agreement acceptable to both sides. [~ 
+ obj + ont): They hammered it out in only a few hours. 
b. to settle or resolve, as by vigorous or repeated effort: 
[~ + ont + obj]: hammered out their differences. (eae 
obj + out}: hammered their differences out. c. to hit 
with force: [~ + out + obj]: to hammer out a tune on 
the piano. [~ + obj + out): hammering it out over and 
over again. —ham/mer-er, n. [count] 

ham-mer-head (ham/ar hed’) /‘hwmor,hed/ n. [count] 
1. the crosswise top part of a hammer. 2. a shark having 
a head shaped like a hammerhead with an eye at each 
end. 

ham-mock (haniV/sk) /‘hemak/ n. [count] a bed of can- 
vas or cord that hangs between two supports, to which it 
is attached by cords or springs. 

hameper' (ham/pear) /'hæmpər/ v. [~ + obj] to get in 
the way of; interfere with: Heavy rain hampered the flow 
Of traffic. 

ham-per? (han/par) /‘hempor/ n. [count] a large basket 
or wicker container, usually with a cover: a picnic haniper 
filled with sandwiches. 

hamester (ham/stər) /‘hemstor/ n. [count] a short-tailed 
rodent with large cheek pouches, often kept as a pet. 

hamestring (ham/string’) /‘hem,strin/ n., Vv., -strung 
(-strung’) /-,stran/ -string-ing. —n. [count] 1. (in hu- 
mans) a tendon behind the knee: pulled a hamstring and 
couldn't play ball. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to disable by cutting 
the hamstring or hamstrings; cripple. 3. to make power- 
less; thwart: harnstrang by dozens of regulations. 

hand (hand) /hænd/ n. [count] 1. the part at the end of 
the arm in humans, or in other animals, that consists of 
the wrist, knuckles, fingers, and thumb. 2. something re- 
sembling a hand in shape or function, as the pointers on 
a timepiece: The hands of the clock pointed to twelve. 3. 
a person performing manual labor or general duties: a 
ranch hand. 4a person, with reference to ability, knowl- 
edge, or experience: an old hand at fund-raising. 5. skill: 
The painting shows a master’s hand. 6. a position, esp. 
one of control, used for bargaining, negotiating, etc.: 
needed to strengthen our hand in the negotiations. 7. 
[singular] the means; agency: Death occurred by his own 
hand. 8. [singular] assistance; aid: Give me a hand with 
this ladder. 9. style ot handwriting; penmanship: a flow- 
ing hand. 10. [singular] a round or outburst of applause 
for a performer: Let's give the singer a big hand. 11. a 
promise or pledge of marriage: He asked for her hand in 
marriage. 12. a unit of measure equal to 4 inches (10.2 
centimeters). 13. a. the playing cards dealt to or held by 
each player at one time. b. a single round of a card 
game: A few more hands and then wett stop. —v. 14. to 
deliver or pass with or as if with the hand; offer: [~ + 
Obj + to + obj): | handed the note to the ambassador. 
[~ + obj + obj): She handed me the note. 15. [~ + 
obj + obj] to provide: handed us a golden opportunity. 
16. hand down, a. to deliver; pronounce: [~ + down + 
obj]: The judge handed down the decision. [~ + obj + 
down): He handed it down. b. to transmit; pass along in 
turn: [~ + down + obj): She wanted to hand down the 
traditions of her churrch to her grandchildren. [~ + obj 
+ down): She handed thent down to her children. See 
HAND ON below. 17. hand in, to submit; present for ac- 
ceptance: [~ + in + obj]: He handed in his resignation. 
[~ + obj + in): handed the paper in late. 18. hand off, 
Football. to haird the ball to a member of one’s team in 
tlre course of a play: {~ + off + obj]: The quarterback 
handed off the ball to his halfback. [~ + obj + off): He 
handed the ball off. 19. hand on, to hand down: [~ + 
on + obj): She handed on the leadership of the party to 
her successor. [~ + obj + on): She handed it on to her 
successor. 20. hand out, to give or distribute; pass out: 
[~ + out + obj]: She handed out the exaru booklets to 
her Class. [~ + obj + out): She handed theru out. 21. 
hand over, to deliver to another; surrender control of: [~ 
+ over + obj): The kidnappers handed over the hos- 
tages. [~ + obj + over]: The kidnappers handed them 
over. —Idiom. 22. at hand, a. within reach: She 
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picked up the first pencil at hand. b. about to happen: 
swore that the end of the world was at hand. c. under 
consideration: a discussion of the matter at hand. 23. at 
the hand(s) of, by or through the action of: suffered at 
the hands of their captors. 24. by hand, by using the 
hands manually: / wrote the whole report out by Nand. 
25. change hands, to pass from one owner to another: 
changed hands eleven times in eleven years. 26. eat 
out of someone’s hand, [no obj] to give in completely 
to someone: That spoiled brat has his parents eating out 
of his hand. 27. force someone's hand, to compel a 
person to do or tell something before he or she is ready 
to do so: You have forced my hand; I have no choice but 
to report you. 28. from hand to mouth, with nothing in 
reserve; with no savings; barely getting by: to live from 
hand to mouth. 29. hand and foot, a. with the arms 
and legs restrained: bound the bank employees hand 
and foot. b. with slavish attentiveness: fo wait on some- 
one hand and foot. 30. hand in or and glove, in close 
association or cooperation: My boss and his superior 
were working hand in glove. 31. hand in hand, a. 
alongside one another while holding hands: We walked 
hand in hand down by the beach. b. hand in glove. 32. 
hand it to, [~ + obj) to give deserved and proper credit 
to: You've got to hand it to her, she made a great effort. 
33. hand over fist, quickly and abundantly: made 
money hand over fist. 34. hands down, a. without great 
effort; easily: He won the championship hands down. b. 
that cannot be argued about: Hands down the best race 
I've ever seen. 35. hand to hand, in direct combat; at 
close quarters: fighting hand to hand. 36. have a hand 
in, [~ + obj] to participate in: Did you have a hand in 
this stupid business? 37. have one's hands full, [no 
obj] to be very busy: had his hands full with five children. 
38. hold hands, to join hands with another person, as in 
affection. 39. in hand, a. under control: has the situa- 
tion well in hand. b. in one’s possession: He's got 
enough cash in hand. 40. in someone’s hands, in 
someone's possession, control, or care: My fate is in your 
hands, 41. join hands, to unite in a common cause: Will 
the former enemies now join hands? 42. keep one's 
hand in, [~ + obj] to continue to work at or practice: A/- 
though he had Officially retired he kept his hand in his 
former business. 43. lay hands on, [~ + obj] a. to ob- 
tain; acquire: Where can | lay my hands on a good sec- 
ond-hand car? b. to seize, esp. in order to punish. 44. 
on hand, a. at one’s disposal: We don't have enough 
cash on hand. b. present: How many staff members are 
on hand? 45. on one’s hands, as one’s responsibility: 
had a big problem on their hands. 46. on the one 
hand. This expression is used to introduce the first item 
to be presented: On the one hand, we have to consider 
costs. 47. on the other hand. This expression is often 
used to introduce an item that opposes one that has just 
been introduced by the phrase on the one hand: On the 
other hand, we have to consider the human factor. 48. 
out of hand, out of control: The mob got completely out 
of hand. 49. take (something or someone) in hand, to 
take responsibility for; deal with: The police took the situ- 
ation in hand. 50. throw up one’s hands, to stop trying; 
admit to failure: At that point | threw up my hands; no 
one was listening. 51. try one’s hand at, [~ + obj] to 
start (some activity) so as to test one’s ability at: fried my 
hand at car repair but couldn't get the hang of it. 52. 
turn or put one’s hand to, [~ + obj] to set to work at: 
He put his hand to gardening. 53. wash one’s hands 
of, [~ + obj] to abandon any further responsibility for; to 
refuse to be involved with: He washed his hands of the 
whole affair. 
hand-bag (hand’bag’) 1 /hend,beg/ n. 
woman's purse or pocketbook. 
hand-ball (hand/bdél’) /‘hend,bol/ n. 1. [noncount) a 
game played by two or four persons who strike a ball 
against a wall or walls with the hand. 2. [count] the 
small, hard rubber ball used in this game. 
hand-bill (hand/bil’”) /‘hend,bil/ m. [count] a small 
printed advertisement usually for distribution by hand. 
hand-book (hand/b60k’) /‘hand,buk/ n. [count] a book 
of instruction or guidance, as for an occupation; manual. 
hand-cart (hand/kart’) /‘hend,kart/ n. [count] a small 
cart pulled or pushed by hand. 
hand-clasp (hand/klasp’) /'hænd,klæsp/ nm. [count] a 
gripping of hands by two or more people, as in greeting. 
hand-cuff (hand/kuf’) /hend,kaf/ n. [conni] 1. a metal 
ring that can be locked around a prisoner's wrist, usually 
one of a pair connected by a chain or bar. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to put handcuffs on: handcuffed the suspect to the 
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door handle. 3. to make ineffective or helpless: They feel 
handcuffed by so many restrictions. 

hand-ful (hand/fodl) /‘handfol/ n. (count), pl. -fuls. 1. 
the quantity or amount that the hand can hold: a handful 
of sand. 2. [{singular; a + ~ + of] a small quantity: a 
handful of demonstrators. 3. [singular] a person or thing 
that is as much as one can control: Those children are a 
handful. 

hand-gun (hand/gun’) /‘hend,gan/ n. (count) any fire- 
arm held and fired with one hand; a revolver or a pistol. 

hand-i-cap (han/’dé kap’) ‘hendiy,kwp/ n., v., -capped, 
-cap-ping. —n. [count] 1. a contest in which a disadvan- 
tage or advantage, as of weight, is given to competitors 
to equalize their chances of winning. 2. the disadvantage 
or advantage itself. 3. any disadvantage that makes suc- 
cess more difficult. 4. a physical or mental disability, esp. 
one that makes ordinary activities of daily living difficult: 
The accident left him with a handicap. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to place at a disadvantage; burden: The search was 
handicapped by the darkness. 

hand-iccapped (han/dé kapt/) /'hændiy,kæpt/ adj. 1. 
physically or mentally disabled, as by accident, birth de- 
fect, etc.: a handicapped person. —n. 2. the handi- 
capped, (plural; used with a plural verb] handicapped 
persons thought of as a group. 

hand-iccap-per (han’dé kap/or) /‘hendiy,kwpor/ n. 
[count] 1. an official who assigns handicaps to contest- 
ants. 2. a person who makes predictions on the results 
of horse races. 

hand-i-craft (han/dé kraft’) /hendiy,krieft/ n. (count; 
usually plural) 1. an art, craft, or trade in which manual 
skill is required. 2. the articles made by handicraft. 


hand-iework (han/dé wurk’) /hendiy,wark/ n. [non- 
count] work done by hand. 
hand-ker-chief (hang/kor chif, -chéf”) /‘henkortfif, 


-tfiyf/ n. [count] a small piece of fabric used for wiping 
the nose, eyes, etc., or worn for decoration. 

han-dle (han/dl) /‘hendl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. 
(count) 1. a part of a thing made to be taken or held by 
the hand: / need the rake with the long handle. 2. Slang. 
a person's name. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to touch, pick up, 
carry, or feel with the hand or hands; use the hands on; 
take hold of: He handled the painting carefully. 4 [~ + 
obj] to manage, deal with, or be responsible for: Handled 
that angry customer with tact. 5. [~ + obj] to use or 
employ, esp. in a particular manner; manipulate: That 
artist has learned to handle color expertly in his paint- 
ings. 6. [~ + obj] to manage, direct, train, or control: 
The general could handle troops effectively. 7. [no obj] 
to behave or perform in a particular way when handled, 
directed, managed, etc: The jet was handling poorly. 8. 
[~ + obj] to trade in: That store doesn't handle com- 
puter software. — Idiom. 9. get or have a handle on, 
[~ + obj] to obtain or possess an understanding of: He 
couldn't get a handle on their problems. 

han-dle-bar (han/dl bar’) /‘hendl,bar/ n. [count] Usu- 
ally, handlebars. [p/ura/) the curved steering bar of a bi- 
cycle, motorcycle, etc., gripped by the hands. 

han-ediler (hand/lar) /handlor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that handles. 2. a person who trains a boxer or 
who trains dogs and exhibits them in dog shows. 3. a 
person who manages and represents a public figure, esp. 
a political candidate: The candidate was surrounded by 
his handlers and the news media. 

hand-made (hand’mad’) /‘hend'meyd/ adj. 
hand. 

hand-maid (hand’mad’) /‘hand,meyd/ also hand. 
maid-en (-mad/n) /--meydn/ n. (count) a female servant 
or attendant. 

hand/-me-down’, n. [count] 1. a used item passed 
along for further use by another, esp. an article of cloth- 
ing: She was wearing her sisters hand-me-downs. —adj. 
2. passed along for further use by another: wearing 
hand-me-down shoes. 

hand-out (hand/out’) /‘hend,awt/ n. [count] 1. food, 
clothing, or money given to a needy person, as a beggar. 
2. a free sample of a product. 3. a press release. 4. any 
copy of a speech, fact sheet, etc., distributed at a meet- 
ing. 

hand-pick (hand/pik’) /‘hnd'pik/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
pick by hand. 2. to select personally and with care: She 
hand-picked her successor. 

hand-rail (hand/ral’) /‘hiend,reyl/ n. [count] a rail serv- 
ing aS a support or guard at the side of a stairway, plat- 
form, etc. 

hand-shake (hand/shak’) /‘hend,feyk/ n. [count] 1. a 
gripping and shaking of each other’s hand, as in greet- 
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ing, congratulation, or farewell. 2. an exchange of signals 
in a computer system, making sure of a correct connec- 
tion with another device. 

hands/-off’, adj. characterized by not interfering: a 
hands-off policy on privacy issues. 

handsome (han’sam) /'hænsəm/ adj., -someer, -som: 
est. 1. having an attractive appearance; good-looking: a 
handsome boy; a handsome couple. 2. having pleasing 
physical characteristics: a handsome house. 3. [usually 
before a noun] considerable in amount: a handsome sal- 
ary. —hand/somerly, adv. —hand’somerness, 17. [non- 
count) 

hands/-on’, adj. having, needing, or involving active 
personal participation: hands-on experience with com- 
puters. 

hand-spring (hand/spring’) /hand,sprin/ n. [count] an 
acrobatic movement in which the upright body moves 
forward or backward in a complete circle, landing first on 
the hands and then on the feet. 

hand-stand (hand/stand’) /‘hend,stend/ n. [count] an 
act of supporting the body upside down in a vertical posi- 
tion by balancing on the palms of the hands. 

hand/-to-hand’, adj. close to one’s enemy or oppo- 
nent; at close quarters: hand-to-hand combat. 

hand/-to-mouth/’, adj, adv. offering or providing 
barely enough to live on or to sustain one’s existence; 
meager; precarious: made a hand-to-mouth living; al- 
ways living hand-to-mouth. 

hand-work (hand/wiirk’) /hend,wark/ n. (noncount) 
work done by hand, as distinguished from work done by 
machine. 

handewrit-eing (hand/ri/ting) /hand,raytin/ a. [non- 
count] 1. writing done with a pen or pencil in the hand. 
2. a style or manner of writing by hand. ——Idiom. 3. 
handwriting on the wall, [vsvally: the + ~] a clear in- 
dication, esp. of failure or disaster: This latest defeat was 
the handwriting on the wall that the war was lost. 
—hand-writ-ten (hand/rit’/n) /‘heend,ritn/ adj: a hand- 
written fetter. 

hand-y (han/dé) /‘hendiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. within 
easy reach; accessible: kept supplies handy for an emer- 
gency. 2. convenient or useful: a handy reference work. 
3. skillful with the hands; dexterous: Hes handy with 
most tools. —hand/i-ness, n. [noncomnt] 

hand-y-man (han/dé man^) /hendiy,men/ n. [count], 
pl. -men. a person hired to do small maintenance or re- 
pair jobs. 

hang (hang) /hæp/ v., hung (hung) /han/ or (esp. for 4) 
hanged, hang-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to fasten (a 
thing) so that it is supported only from above or near its 
own top; suspend: / hung a few pictures on the wall. 2. 
[no obj] to be suspended; dangle: clothes hanging on 
the clothesline. 3. to (cause to) be placed in position or 
suspended so as to allow free movement: [~ + obj]: The 
workmen hung the door of the new house. [no obj): The 
door doesnt hang properly. 4. [~ + obj] to kill by sus- 
pending (someone) by the neck from a rope: to hang a 
convicted murderer. 5. [~ + obj] to furnish or decorate 
with something suspended: to hang a room with 
pictures. 6. [no obj] to stick out downward, jut out, or 
lean over or forward. 7. hang around, /nformal. a. [~ + 
around (+ witti)] to spend time in a certain place or in 
certain company: He's been hanging around with older 
kids. b. [no obj] to linger about; remain in one place; loi- 
ter: hung around until the bus left. 8. hang back, [no 
obj] to hesitate or be reluctant to move forward or take 
action: She hung back from taking part in the game. 9. 
hang in (there), [no obj) Informal. to manage to go on 
or keep going; persevere or endure: Hang in there; your 
hard work will pay off 10. hang on, a. [no obj] to cling 
tightly: My niece hing on tight to me. b. [~ + obj) to be 
dependent on: The future of our company may hang on 
this one deal. c. [no obj) to continue; manage to keep 
going: This job is so bad; how much longer can + hang 
on? d. [ro obj) to keep a telephone line open: Hang on, 
Ill see if she’s here. e. [no obj] to wait briefly; keep calm: 
“Hang on, we're almost home,” lie shouted. f. [~ + obj] 
to listen very carefully or attentively to: They hung on his 
every word. 11. hang out, a. to lean out, suspend, or be 
suspended: [no obj): He hung out the window, gulping in 
the fresh air. [~ + obj + ont): He hung his head out the 
window. b. [no obj) Informal. to go often to or spend 
time at a certain place: hanging out at the malt ou week- 
ends. ¢. [no obj) Informal. to spend time in a casual 
way: We were just hanging out and gossipiug. 12. hang 
up, a. to suspend something on or as if on a hook: [~ + 
up + obj): | huug up my jacket ou the hook. [~ + obj + 
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up): | hung it up. b. to stop or delay the progress of: [~ 
+ up + obj): This broken machine is hanging up the 
whole assembly line. {~ + obj + up]: You're hanging 
everybody up by not cooperating. c. to end a telephone 
call by breaking the connection: [no obj]: | hung up and 
wrote down the message. [~ + up + obj): t hung up the 
phone. —n. (count; usually singular) 13. the way in 
which a thing hangs: the hang of a jacket. 14. Informal. 
the precise manner of doing or using something; knack: 
Ive finally got the hang of programming a computer. 
—Idiom. 15. hang a left (or right), Slang. to make a 
left (or right) turn, as while driving an automobile. 16. 
hang in the balance, [no obj] to be in a dangerous, un- 
steady, or uncertain state or condition: The fate of the 
world hung in the balance. 17. hang it up, Informal. to 
quit; resign: He decided to hang it up after years on the 
job. 18. hang loose, [no obj] Slang. to remain relaxed 
or calm: She's still hanging loose in spite of all the pres- 
sures of her new job. 19. hang one on, Slang. a. [no 
obj] to become extremely drunk. b. [~ + obj] to hit 
(someone): He hung one on his tormentor. 20. hang to- 
gether, [170 obj] a. to be loyal to one another; remain 
united: We must hang together to get out of this diffi- 
culty. b. to be logical or consistent: His research doesn't 
hang together. 21. hang tough, [no obj) Informal. to re- 
main unchanging in one’s attitude; to be unyielding: The 
union has to hang tough during these negotiations. 

hangsar (hang’ər) hæpər/ n. [count] a shed or shelter, 
esp. for housing aircraft. 

hang-dog (hang/dég’, -dog’) /hen,dog. 
looking defeated: a hangdog expression. 

hang-er (hang/ar) /‘hanor/ n. [count] 1. a shoulder- 
shaped frame with a hook at the top, usually of wire, 
wood, or plastic, for draping and hanging a piece of 
clothing not in use: Put the nice shirt on a hanger. 2. an- 
ything on which items are hung, such as a hook. 

hang/er-on/, n. (cont), pl. hang-ers-on. a person who 
remains in a place or with a group in the hope of per- 
sonal gain: The champ‘s hangers-on followed him every- 
where. 

hang’ glid’er, n. [count] a large, kite-like device, from 
which a person is suspended, that glides through the air. 

hang’ glid/ing, n. [noncount] the sport of launching 
oneself from a cliff or a steep incline and soaring through 
the air by means of a hang glider. 

hang:ing (hang/ing) /‘hapin/ n. 1. the act or instance of 
executing a condemned prisoner by suspension by the 
neck from a noose until dead: [noncount): Public hang- 
ing was outlawed. [count]: to witness a hanging. 2. 
[count] something for hanging on a wall, as a tapestry: a 
beautiful wall hanging. —adj. (before a noun] 3. punisha- 
ble by or deserving death by hanging: a hanging crime. 
4. willing or likely to cause death by hanging: a hanging 
jury; a hanging judge. 5. situated on a steep slope: a 
hanging garden. 

hang-man (hang/men) /‘hejmon/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
a person who hangs criminals who are sentenced to 
death. 

hang-nail (hang/nal’) /‘hey,neyl/ n. [count] a small 
piece of partly detached skin next to a fingernail. 

hang-out (hang/out’) /hepn,awt/ n. [count] Informal. a 
place where a person frequently visits, esp. for seeing 
friends or for recreation: Their favorite hangout was the 
disco. 

hang-o-ver (hang/6/var) /'hæp,owvəor/ n. [count] 1. the 
unpleasant physical aftereffects of consuming alcohol or 
drugs to excess. 2. something remaining from a former 
time. 

hang/-up’ or hang/up’, n. [count] Slang. 1. some- 
thing that a person worries about constantly or fears 
greatly: had a hang-up about meeting new people. 2. 
problem; difficulty: Theres some hang-up about our 
plane reservation. 

hank (hangk) /hæpk/ n. [count] a coil, knot, or loop: a 
hank of hair. 

han-ker (hang/kar) /'hæpkər/ v. to have a restless long- 
ing or desire for: [~ + after + obj]: hankering after 
friendship. [~ + for + obj]: The nation hankered for 
peace. [~ + to + verb]: They hankered to have a place 
in the country. —han/ker-inge, n. [count]: a hankering 
for sweets. 

han-ky or han-kie (hang’ké) /‘henkiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-kies. a handkerchief. 

han-ky-pan-ky or han-key-pan-key (hang/kē- 
pang/ké) /‘henkiy'pepkiy/ n. (noncomnt) Mmfonnal. 1. il- 
legal or unethical behavior or dealings: a little financial 
Nanky-panky. 2. improper sexual relations. 
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hansom (han/səm) /hænsəm/ n. [connt] a low, two- 
wheeled, covered vehicle drawn by one horse, for two 
passengers, with the driver on an elevated seat behind. 

Ha-enuk-kah or Chaenuekah (hä/nə kə, ma/-) /'han- 
ako, 'xa-/ n. [proper noun] an eight-day Jewish festival 
celebrating the rededication of the Temple. 

-hap-, root. -hap- comes from Old Norse, where it has 
the meaning “luck; chance.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: HAPHAZARD, HAPLESS, HAPPEN, HAPPENING, 
HAPPENSTANCE, MISHAP, PERHAPS. 

hap-hazeard (hap haz/ard) /hep'hxzord/ adj. lacking 
order or planning; happening by chance: the hotel's hap- 
hazard service. —hap-haz/ard-ly, adv. See -HaP-. 

hap-less (hap/lis) /‘haplis/ adj. [before a noun) unlucky: 
luckless; unfortunate: fapless victims. See -HaP-. 

hap-pen (hap/an) /'hapan/ v. 1. [no obj] to take place; 
come to pass; occur: What happened after the accident? 
2. [not: be + ~-ing; It + ~ + (that) clause] to come to 
pass by chance: /t just happened that a policeman was 
nearby. 3. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + to + verb] to have the 
fortune or luck (to do something): Happened to see him 
there. 4. [~ + to + obj] to damage or be damaging to 
(a person or thing): Nothing happened to her, 5. [~ + 
on/upon + obj) to meet, find, or discover by chance: to 
happen upon a clue to a mystery. 6. [~ + along] to be, 
come, go, etc., Casually or by chance: Happened along 
just in time. See -HAP-. 

hap-pen-ing (hap’a ning) /‘hepanin/ n. [count] an oc- 
currence or event, esp. one considered important: an im- 
portant happening that affected everyone. See -HAP-. 

hap-pen-stance (hap’an stans’) /'hæpən,stæns/ n. a 
chance happening or event: [noncount]: Was it pure hap- 
penstance that you were present? (count): an extraordi- 
nary happenstance. See -HAP-, -STAN-.. 

hap-py (hap’é) /‘hwpiy/ adj., -piver, -pivest. 1. de- 
lighted; pleased; glad: happy over the news. 2. charac- 
terized by or showing pleasure, contentment, or joy: a 
happy baby. 3. [be + ~ + to + verb] pleased; willing: 
lll be happy to meet with you later. 4. apt; suitable; ap- 
propriate: That remark was not a happy one. —hap-pi-ly 
(hap/a lē) /‘hapoaliy/ adv.: The kids were playing happily 
together. —hap/pi-ness, n. (noncount] 
happy-go-lucky, adj. trusting cheerfully to luck; hap- 
pily unworried. 

hap’py hour’, n. [noncount) a period of time at a bar 
when drinks are sold at reduced prices:: Are we too late 
for happy hour? 

ha-ra-kieri (här/ə kēr/ē, har’a-, har/é-) /hara'krariy, 
'hærə-, 'hariy-/ n. [noncount] ceremonial suicide by dis- 
embowelment. 

ha-rangue (hə rang’) /hə'ræp/ n., v., -rangued, -rangu- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a long, passionate, and forceful 
speech, esp. one delivered in public. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
address or speak to (someone) in a haranque: harangu- 
ing the crowd into a frenzy. 
ha-rass (ha ras’, har/as) /ha'res, 'haras/ v. [~ + obj), 
1. to annoy continuously; pester; persecute: Harassed the 
candidate about his war record. 2. to trouble by repeated 
attacks: to harass enenly supply lines. —harrass/er, n. 
[count] —ha-rass/ment, n. Laoncount] 
har-bin-ger (har/bin jar) /‘harbind3ar/ n. [count] some- 
one or something that announces or signals the ap- 
proach of someone or something; a forerunner. 
har-bor (har/ber) /‘harbar/ n. [count] 1. a body of water 
deep enough for anchoring a ship and providing protec- 
tion from the weather. 2. any place of shelter or safety. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to give shelter to: to harbor refugees. 
4. to conceal; hide: to harbor fugitives. 5. to keep or 
hold in the mind; entertain: harbored suspicions. Also, 
esp. Brit., harbour. 
hard (hard) /hard/ adj. and adv., -er, -est. —adj. 1. not 
soft; solid and firm to the touch: The rock felt hard in his 
fist. 2. firmly formed; tight: a hard knot. 3. difficult to do 
or accomplish; troublesome: a hard task. [It + be + ~ 
+ to + verb]: It was hard to do that task. [be + ~ + to 
+ verb]: You are hard to please. 4. involving a great 
deal of effort or energy: hard labor. 5. performing or Car- 
rying on work with great effort or energy: a hard worker. 
6. violent in force; severe: took a hard fall. 7. unfortu- 
nate: hard tuck. 8. harsh; rough; cruel: hard treatment; a 
hard taskmaster. [be + ~ + on + obj): Don't be so hard 
on your kids. 9. severe; austere: a hard winter. 10. [be- 
fore a noun] difficult to explain away: hard facts. 11. [be- 
fore a noun) factual or definitely true: hard information. 
12. [before a noun] resentful; bitter: hard feelings. 13. 
[before a noun] examining closely; searching: took a 
hard look at our finances. 14. lacking delicacy or soft- 
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ness; sharp: a face with hard features. 15. (before a 
noun) severe or demanding in terms: a hard bargain. 
16. (of water) containing mineral salts that interfere with 
the action of soap. 17. (usually: before a noun) in coins 
or paper money as distinguished from checks, etc.: hard 
cash. 18. (of paper money) backed by gold reserves: 
hard currency. 19. (of alcoholic beverages) containing 
more than 22.5 percent alcohol by volume. 20. (before a 
noun) (of an illegal narcotic or drug) causing physical ad- 
diction. 21. (of the letters c and g) pronounced as (k) in 
come and (g) in go. —adv. 22. with great exertion: to 
work hard. 23. intently or critically: to look hard at a de- 
cision. 24. harshly or severely: workers were hit hard by 
the recession. 25. so as to be solid, tight, or firm: The 
ice was frozen hard. 26. in a deeply emotional manner: 
He took the news very hard. —Idiom. 27. hard by, 
near; in close proximity to. 28. hard put, [be + ~] 
barely able: We are Nard put to pay the rent. —hard/- 
ness, n. Lnoncount) 

hard/-and-fast/, 
rules. 

hard-ball (hard/bdl’) /‘hard,bol/ n. 1. [noncount] base- 
ball, as distinguished from softball. —-Idiom. 2. play 
hardball, to be aggressive and ruthless in one’s dealings: 
played hardball in the election. 

hard/-bit/ten, adj. toughened by battle or struggle: 
hard-bitten soldiers. 

hard/-boiled’, adj. 1. (of an egg) boiled in the shell 
long enough for the yolk and white to solidify. 2. not 
sentimental; realistic; tough: a hard-boiled detective. 

hard’ cop’y, n. [noncount] computer output printed on 
paper; printout. 

hard/’-core’, adj. 1. committed; uncompromising: a 
hard-core conservative. 2. very realistic; explicit: hard- 
core pornography. 

hard-cov-er (hard’kuv/ar) /hard'kavor/ n. [count] 1. a 
book bound in cloth, leather, or the like, over stiff mate- 
rial. —adj. 2. bound as a hardcover. Compare PAPERBACK. 
Also, hard-back (hard/bak’) /‘hard,bavk/. 

hard’ disk’, n. [count] a rigid disk built into a personal 
computer for storing computer programs and relatively 
large amounts of data. 

hard-en (har’dn) /‘haurdn/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
hard or harder: [no obj): The ice cream hardened in the 
freezer. [~ + obj): The freezer will harden the ice cream. 
2. to (cause to) become pitiless, unfeeling, or less gentle 
and sympathetic: [no obj): His heart hardened with an- 
ger. [~ + obj): His cruel life had hardened his heart. 3. 
[~ + obj] to cause to become stronger; toughen: Battle 
had hardened the troops. —hard/en-er, n. [count] 

hard’ hat’ or hard/hat’, n. [count] 1. a protective 
helmet of metal or plastic worn by construction workers. 
2. a construction worker. 3. /nformal. a conservative, in- 
tolerant person. 

hard-head-ed or hard-head-ed (härd/hed’id) 
hard,hedid/ adj. 1. not easily moved or deceived; 
shrewd: too hardheaded to be fooled by flattery. 2. obsti- 
nate; stubborn; willful. —hard/head/ed-ly, adv. 
—hard/head/ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

hard-heart-ed (hard/har/tid) /‘hard'hartid/ adj. unfeel- 
ing; unmerciful: a hardhearted captor. —hard/heart/- 
ed-ly, adv. —hard/heart/ed-ness, n. [roncount] 

hard’-line’ or hard/line’, adj. uncompromising; un- 
yielding: hard-line union demands. —hard/-lin/er, n. 
(count): a hard-liner who would not give in to threats. 

hard-ly (hard/lé) /‘hardliy/ adv. 1. only just; almost not; 
barely: We hardly ever see you anymore. 2. not at all; 
scarcely: It's hardly surprising that we lost money during 
the recession. 3. with little likelihood: They will hardly 
come now. 

hard/-nosed’, adj. 
nosed negotiator. 

hard’ of hear/ing, adj. [be + ~] unable to hear well; 
deaf or almost deaf. 

hard’ palate, n. See palate (def. 1). 

hard-press-ed (hard/prest’) /‘hard'prest/ adj. in great 
difficulty; hard put: was hardpressed for a good answer to 
the question. 

hard’ sell’, n. [count] an aggressive method of adver- 
tising, selling, or promoting. 

hard-ship (hard/ship) /‘hardfip/ n. 1. [noncount] a con- 
dition that is difficult to live through; deprivation; oppres- 
sion: a life of hardship under that regime. 2. (count) an 
instance or cause of hardship: endured many hardships 
in childhood. 

hard-tack (hard/tak’) /‘hard,twk/ n. [nonconnt] a hard, 
saltless biscuit. 


adj. strict; binding: hard-and-fast 


uncompromising; tough: a hard- 
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hard’ up’, adj. Informal. 1. in need of money: too hard 
up to afford new shoes. 2. [be + ~ (+ for)] feeling a 
lack: He's hard up for friends. 

hard-ware (hard/war’) /‘hard,weor/ n. [noncount) 1. ar- 
ticles made of metal, such as tools, locks, or machine 
parts. 2. the mechanical equipment necessary for con- 
ducting an activity: The theory is fine, but can the engi- 
neers construct the hardware? 3. the mechanical, mag- 
netic, electronic, and electrical devices making up a 
computer system. 

hardwood (hard/wodd’) /‘hard,wod/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the hard, strong wood or timber of various broad-leaved 
deciduous trees: a bureau made of hardwood. 2. (count) 
a tree yielding such wood. 

har-edy (har/dé) /‘hardiy/ adj., -di-er, -divest. 1. capable 
of continuing in spite of fatigue, hardship, exposure, etc.; 
sturdy: a hardy constitution. 2. requiring great physical 
courage, vigor, or endurance: the hardiest sports. 3. (of 
plants) able to withstand the winter in the open air: a 
hardy shrub. 4. bold or daring; courageous: hardy ex- 
plorers. —harediely (har’dl €) /‘hardliy/ adv. —har/di+ 
ness, n. (noncount) 

hare (har) /heor/ n. [count], pl. hares, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) hare. a long-eared animal similar 
to a rabbit but usually larger. 

hare-brained (har’brand’) /‘heor,breynd/ adj. silly; stu- 
pid; foolish: a harebrained scheme. 

hare-lip (har/lip’) /‘heoar,lip/ n. [count] a deformed lip, 
usually the upper one, in which there is a vertical split. 
—hare/lipped’, adj. 

har-em (har/am, har/-) /‘heorom, ‘her-/ n. (count) 1. the 
part of a Muslim palace or house reserved as a living 
place for women. 2. the women dwelling in a harem. 

hark (hark) /hark/ v. 1. [no obj] to listen attentively. 2. 
hark back, [~ + back + to + obj) to remember or re- 
tell a previous event or topic: always harking back to his 
army days. 

har-lot (har/lat) /‘harlat/ n. [count] a prostitute; whore. 
—har-lotery (har/la tré) /‘harlatriy/ n. [moncount) 

harm (harm) /harm/ n. [noncount) 1. injury or damage; 
hurt: to do someone bodily harm. 2. moral injury; evil; 
wrong: That proposal will do more harm than good. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to do or cause harm to: to harm one’s repii- 
tation. 

harm-ful (harm/fel) /‘harmfoal/ adj. causing or capable of 
causing harm. —harm/ful-ly, adv. —harm/ful-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

harm-less (harm/lis) /‘harmlis/ adj. without the power 
or desire to do harm; innocuous: a harmless prank. 
—harm/less+ly, adv. 

haremoneic (har mon/ik) /har'monik/ adj. of, having, or 
relating to musical harmony. —har-mon/i-calely, adv. 

haremon-ieca (har mon/i ka) /har'moniko/ n. [count], pl. 
-cas. a small musical wind instrument containing a set of 
metal reeds. Also called mouth organ. 

harsmosni-ous (har mō/në as) /har'mowniyos/ adj. 1. 
having or showing agreement in feeling, attitude, or ac- 
tion: a harmonious group whose members got along well 
with each other. 2. forming a pleasingly consistent sound 
or appearance; pleasant to the sight or to the hearing: 
harmonious colors; a harmonious tune. —har-mo/ni- 
ously, adv. —har-mo/ni-ous-ness, n. [noncount) 

haremo-enize (här/mə niz’) /‘harmos,nayz/ v., -nized, 
-nizeing. 1. to (cause to) be harmonious: [~ + obj]: to 
harmonize one's views with the facts. [no obj): Their 
views harmonize neatly with ours. 2. [no obj) to sing or 
play with another in musical harmony. —har-mo-nieza- 
tion (har’ma na za’shan) /,harmana'zeyJon/ n. Inon- 
count) —har/moeniz/er, n. [count] 

haremoeny (här/mə nē) /'harmoniy/ n., pl. -nies. 1. 
{noncount] a state or condition of agreement, coopera- 
tion, or peacefulness; accord: lived in harrnony. 2. a con- 
sistent, orderly, or pleasing arrangement of parts: [non- 
count): the beautiful harmony of color in that painting. 
[count]: the composer's beautiful harmonies in the last 
movernent. 

hareness (har/nis) /‘harnis/ n. [count] 1. the parts other 
than the yoke that are attached to a horse's body or head 
to control it. 2. something resembling a harness. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to put a harness on; attach by a harness: The 
horse was harnessed to the plow. 4. to gain control over 
for a particular end: The hydroelectric plant harnesses 
water power. 

harp (harp) /harp/ n. [count] 1. a musical instrument 
having a triangular frame and Strings plucked with the 
fingers. —v. 2. harp on or upon, [~ + on/ipon + obj) 
to repeat annoyingly over and over again: kept harping 
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on the details of his plan. —harp/ist, n. (count): a harp- 
ist in the orchestra. 

harpoon (har poon’) /har'puwn/ n. [count] 1. a spear 
with a barbed edge attached to a rope, used in hunting 
whales and large fish. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to spear with a 
harpoon. 

harp-siechord (harp/si kord’) /‘harpsi,kord/ n. [count] a 
musical keyboard instrument whose strings are plucked 
by leather points. —harp/si-chord’ist, n. [count] 
har-epy (har’pé) /‘harpiy/ n. (count), pl. -pies. a bad- 
tempered woman. 

hareriedan (har/i dn) /‘haridn/ n. (count) a harpy. 
harried (har/éd) /‘hxriyd/ adj. beset by worry; ha- 
rassed: looked harried and tired. 

har-row (har/0) /‘herow/ n. [count] a farm tool with 
spikelike teeth or upright disks, for leveling and breaking 
up clumps of earth after plowing. 

har-roweing (har/ō ing) /‘herowin/ adj. causing fright, 
upset, or pain: a harrowing storm. 

harery (har/’é) /‘heriy/ v. (~ + obj], -ried, -ry-ing. to at- 
tack repeatedly; torment: crows harrying a hawk. 

harsh (harsh) /harf/ adj., -er, -est. 1. not gentle or 
pleasant; severe: received harsh treatment. 2. grim; 
stern: a harsh master. 3. uncomfortable or irritating to 
the body or to the senses: harsh detergents. —harsh/ly, 
adv. —harsh/ness, n. [noncount] 

hart (hart) /hart/ n. [count], pl. harts, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) hart. a mature male European 
red deer with antlers. 

har-um-scar-eum (har’am skar/am, har’am skar/am) 
heorom'skeorom, ‘herom'skxrom/ adj. 1. disorganized; 
uncontrolled: a harurn-scarum ball game. —adv. 2. 
wildly: ran around harurm-scarum. 

har-vest (har/vist) /‘harvist/ n. [count] 1. Also, har/- 
vest-ing. the gathering of crops: helped with the harvest. 
2. the season when ripened crops are gathered. 3. a 
crop or yield of one growing season: a harvest of wheat. 
4. the result of any act, process, or event: the harvest of 
twenty years of research. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to gather (a 
crop or the like); reap: /t was time to harvest the grain. 
6. to gather the crop from: to harvest the fields. 7. to ac- 
cumulate; gather: harvested the results of their research. 
8. to take for use: harvesting salrnon from the river. 
har-ves-ter (har/va ster) /‘harvastor/ n. [count] a spe- 
cial farm machine for harvesting crops. 

has (haz; unstressed haz, az) /hæz; unstressed həz, 92z/ 
v. a 3rd pers. sing. pres. indic. of HAVE. 

has/-been’, n. [count] a person or thing that is no 
longer effective, successful, or popular. 

hash! (hash) /hæf/ n. 1. cooked meat and potatoes cut 
in small pieces and browned together: [noncount]: We're 
having hash for dinner. (count): She makes a delicious 
hash. 2. (count; usually singular] a mess; jumble: made 
a hash of his first job. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to make a mess 
or jumble of (things). 4. hash out or over, [~ + oul 
over + obj] to discuss or review (something) thoroughly: 
They hashed out their differences. 

hash? (hash) /hxf/ n. [noncount] Slang. hashish. 

hasheish or hash-eesh (hash/ésh, ha shésh/) /‘hafiyf, 
ha'fiyf/ n. [noncount)] the flowering tops and leaves of 
indian hemp, or the hardened juice of this plant, 
smoked, chewed, or drunk as a narcotic. 

hasen’t (haz’ant) /‘hezont/ contraction of has not. 

hasp (hasp) /hæsp/ n. [count] a clasp for a door, lid, etc., 
esp. one passing over a staple and fastened by a pin or a 
padlock. 

hassle (has/al) /‘hiesol/ n., v., -sled, -sling. /nformal. 
—n. (count) 1. a disorderly dispute or argument: a hassle 
on the street that the cops broke up. 2. a difficult or try- 
ing situation; a bother: a hassle to get to school so early. 
—yv. 3. [no obj) to argue or quarrel: children hassling 
over who has the most toys. 4. [~ + obj] to annoy or 
harass: She'll hassle me until | agree to write the letter 
for her. 

has-esock (has/ak) /‘hesok/ n. [count] a thick, firm cush- 
ion used as a footstool or for kneeling. 

hast (hast) /hest/ v. Archaic. 2nd pers. sing. pres. indic. 
of HAVE. 

haste (hast) /heyst/ n. [noncount) 1. unnecessarily quick 
action; thoughtless speed: Haste makes waste. 
—Idiom. 2. make haste, [no obj] to hasten; hurry. 

has-ten (hā/sən) /heysan/ v. to (cause to) move or act 
with haste: [no obj]: They hastened to the bus stop. [7 
+ obj): to hasten the downfall of the dictatorship. 

hast-y (ha/sté) /‘heystiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. moving, 
acting, or done with haste: a hasty visit. 2. too quick; 
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rash: regretted his hasty decision. —hast-iely (has/tl €) 
lheystlty/ adv. 
hat (hat) /het/ n., v., hat-ted, hat-ting. —n. [count] 1. a 
shaped covering for the head, usually with a crown and 
often a brim. See illustration at crotHinc. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to provide with a hat; put a hat on. —Idiom. 3. eat 
one’s hat, This phrase is used to express disbelief that 
something will happen: /f that train arrives on time, [il 
eat my hat. 4. hat in hand, humbly and respectfully: / 
asked for help, hat in hand. 5. pass the hat, to ask for 
contributions of money, as for charity: They passed the 
hat and took in almost $500. 6. take one’s hat off to, 
[~ + obj] to express high regard for; praise: / take my 
hat off to her; she deserves the award. 7. talk through 
one’s hat, [no obj] to make unsupported absurd state- 
ments. 8. throw or toss one’s hat in or into the ring, 
to declare one's candidacy: He threw his hat in the ring 
and ran for the presidency. 9. under one’s hat, secret; 
confidential: Keep this information under your hat. 10. 
wear two or several hats, to work in more than one 
capacity: fill two or more positions: He's wearing two 
hats: chairman of the department and assistant to the 
dean. —hat/less, adj. 
hatch’ (hach) /hætf/ v. 1. (of young birds) to (cause to) 
break out of an egg: [no obj]: The young birds have 
hatched from their eggs. [~ + obj]: The birds were re- 
cently hatched from their eggs. 2. [no obj] (of eggs) to 
break open and allow a young bird to come out: When 
wilt the eggs hatch? 3. [~ + obj] to cause young to 
emerge from (the egg): The bird hatched its eggs. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to bring forth; devise: hatched a brilliant scheme. 
hatch? (hach) /hætf/ n. [count] 1. a. Also called hatch- 
way. an opening in the deck of a vessel, used as a pas- 
sageway. b. the cover over such an opening: Close the 
hatches. 2. a door in an aircraft: an escape hatch. 
—Idiom. 3. down the hatch, This expression is used 
as a toast before drinking something. 
hatch? (hach) /hætf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to mark with closely 
drawn parallel lines, as for shading in drawing. —n. 
[comt] 2. a shading line in drawing or engraving. 
—hatch/ing, n. [noncoung 
hatch-back (hach/bak’) /‘hatf,bak/ n. [count] an auto- 
mobile in which the rear deck lid and the rear window lift 
and open as a unit. 
hatch-er-y (hach/a rē) /‘hetforiy/ n. (count), pl. -er-ies. 
a place for hatching eggs of hens, fish, etc. 
hatch-et (hach/it) hat fit/ n. [count] 1. a small, short- 
handled ax with one end of the head in a blade and the 
other in the shape of a hammer, made to be used with 
one hand. —Jdiom. 2. bury the hatchet, to put aside 
one’s differences or disagreements; stop fighting: Let's 
bury the hatchet and be friends again. 
hatch/et job’, n. [count] a ruthless criticism or verbal 
attack. 
hatch’et man’, n. [count] 1. a professional murderer. 
2. a writer or speaker who specializes in verbal attacks. 
3. a person whose job it is to perform unpleasant tasks 
for a superior, as dismissing employees. 
hatcheway (hach/wa’) /‘hetf,wey/ n. HATCH? (def. ta). 
hate (hat) /hcyt/ v., hat-ed, hat-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to dislike intensely; detest: They hate violence. 2. [not: 
be + ~-ing] to be unwilling; dislike: [~ + to + verb]: I 
hate to say I told you so. [~ + verb-ing]: I hate getting 
up so early. —n. 3. [noncount] intense dislike; extreme 
hostility: enemies who are full of hate. 4. [count] the ob- 
ject of extreme dislike or hostility: Murder and violence 
were his greatest hates. —hat/ed, adj. —hat/er, n. 
(court] 
hate-ful (hat/fal) /‘heytfal/ adj. 1. arousing or deserving 
hate: hateful oppression. 2. unpleasant; disliked; dis- 
tasteful: hateful chores. 3. full of or expressing hate: a 
hateful speech. —hate/ful-ly, adv. —hate/ful-ness, n. 
[noncount] 
hath (hath) /hæð/ v. Archaic. 3rd pers. sing. pres. indic. 
Of HAVE. 
ha-tred (ha/trid) /‘heytrid/ n. [noncount}; hate: a look of 
pure hatred. 
hat-ter (hat/er) /‘hwtor/ n. [count] 1. a maker or seller 
of hats. —Idiom. 2. mad as a hatter, completely 
crazy. 
haugh-ty (hd’té) /‘hotiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. overly 
proud; arrogant: haughty demeanor. -—haugh-ti-ly 
(hôt/i ē) /‘hotliy/ adv. —haugh/ti-ness, n. [noncount) 
haul (hdl) /hol/ v. 1. to pull hard or draw with force; 
drag; tug: [~ + obj]: They hauled the boat onto the 
beach. [no obj]: The rescue workers hauled on the 
ropes. 2. [~ + obj] to cart or transport; carry: to haul 
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freight. 3. [~ + obj) to arrest or bring before a judge or 
other authority: The police hauled the pickpocket into 
court. 4. haul off, [no obj] a. to withdraw; leave: They 
hauled off in a hurry. b. to draw back the arm in order to 
strike: hauled off and punched his tormenter. —n. 
[count] 5. an act or instance of hauling: gave a haul on 
the fishing line. 6. the load hauled at one time: a haul of 
logs. 7. (usually singular] the distance or route over 
which anything is hauled: /t was quite a haul home from 
Florida to California. 8. something taken or acquired: 
The thieves made off with a haul of close to two million 
in jewels and cash. —Idiom. 9. long (or short) haul, a 
relatively great (or small) period of time: Over the long 
haul your investment will grow in value. —haul/er, n. 
(count) 

haulage (hô/lij) /‘holid3/ n. [moncount] 1. the act of 
hauling. 2. a charge for hauling. 

haunch (hénch, hanch) /hontf, hantf/ n. [count] 1. the 
hip or the fleshy part of the body around the hip. 2. the 
leg and loin of an animal. 

haunt (hont, hänt) /hont, hant/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to visit or 
appear to frequently as a ghost: to haunt a house. 2. to 
return often to the mind, memory, or consciousness of 
(someone): Memories of love haunted me. 3. to visit fre- 
quently: to haunt the art galleries. 4. to distress repeat- 
edly: a mistake that haunted him for years. —n. [count] 
5. Often, haunts. [plural] a place frequently visited: re- 
turned to his old haunts. 

haunt-ing (hdn/ting, han/-) /‘hontin, ‘han-/ adj. remain- 
ing in the consciousness: a haunting melody. —haunt/- 
ingly, adv. 

haute cou-ture (5t kō tòr’) /owt kuw'tur/ n. [non- 
count] 1. fashionable clothing for women. 2. the design- 
ers producing high fashion. 

haute cuisine (6t’ kwi zén’) /owt kwi'ziyn/ n. [non- 
count] artfully prepared food. 

hau-teur (ho tir’, 6 tar’) /how'tsr, ow'tar/ n. [non- 
count] haughty manner or spirit; arrogance. 

have (hav; unstressed hav, av; for 25 usually haf) /hev; 
unstressed həv, av; for 25 usually hæf/ v. and auxiliary 
v., pres. sing. Ist and 2nd pers. have, 3rd has; pres. pl. 
have; past and past part. had; pres. part. hav-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. [not: be + ~ing] to possess; own; 
hold for use; contain: / have very little property. She has 
green eyes. 2. [not: be + ~-ing] to accept in some rela- 
tion: He wants to marry her, if she'll have him. 3. (not: 
be + ~-ing] to get; receive; take: | have some bad news. 
4. [not: be + ~-ing] to gain possession of: There are no 
apples to be Nad at that price. 5. to experience, undergo, 
suffer, or endure: Have a good time; had a bad cold. 
[not: be + ~-ing] [~ + obj + verb-ed/-en]: He had sev- 
eral cars stolen from him. [~ + obj + root form of 
verb]: It would be nice to have my children speak Italian. 
[~ + obj + verb-ing]: had the children speaking Italian 
in no time. 6. to cause to be done or to happen, as by 
command or invitation: [~ + obj + root form of verb): 
Have him come here at five. [~ + obj + verb-ed/-en): 
We were having the kitchen redone. [~ + obj + verb- 
ing]: She had me running back and forth all day. 7. [~ 
+ obj + verb-ed/-en; not: be + ~-ing] to hold or put in 
a certain position or situation: The problem had me 
stumped. 8. (not: be + ~-ing] to be responsible for: She 
has a lot of homework. [~ + obj + to + verb]: I have a 
letter to write. 9. to hold in mind, sight, etc.: They were 
having doubts about his abilities. 10. [not: be + ~-ing] 
to be in a certain relation to: She has three cousins. 11. 
[not: be + ~-ing] to show in action or words: She had 
the nerve to refuse my invitation. 12. [not: be + ~-ing] 
to be distinguished by; characterized by: This woot has a 
silky texture. 13. to engage in; Carry on: to have a con- 
versation. 14. to eat or drink: We had cake for dessert. 
15. to permit; allow: / will not have any talking during the 
concert. 16. [often: ~ + it + (that) clause; not: be + 
~ing] The word have is used with certain subjects, such 
as rumor, gossip, and talk, to mean that the following 
statement is an opinion or states a fact: Rumor has it 
that she’s moving. 17. The word have is used with cer- 
tain subjects, such as /, we, you, one, and they, to mean 
much the same thing as the expression “there is” or 
“there are,” namely, that the object after Nave exists, or 
that the object is under consideration for discussion: 
Lets see what we have here (= Let's see what there is 
here). Do not use the word there with the verb have for 
this meaning; there is used with the verb be to mean 
“exist.” 18. to beget or give birth to: going to have a 
baby. 19. [not: be + ~-ing] to hold an advantage over: 
Me has you there. 20. to outwit; deceive; cheat: We'd 
been had by a con artist. 21. to exercise; display; show: 
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Have pity on them. 22. to invite or cause to be present 
as a companion or guest: We had friends over for dinner. 
23. to engage in sexual relations with. —avxiliary verb. 
24. The verb have is used as an auxiliary verb with a past 
participle of another verb to form: a. the present perfect 
tense, which, esp. with adverbs such as just, already, and 
since, shows that an action happened in the past, esp. 
the recent past, or its effects are still felt at the time of 
speaking or writing: / have just eaten (= | ate in the very 
recent past). I've known her ever since she came to the 
United States (= I knew her when she came to the 
United States, and | still know her now). b. the past per- 
fect tense, which shows that the action of that verb hap- 
pened earlier in time than another verb: By the time the 
police came to the house, the crooks had already left (= 
The action of the crooks took place earlier than the ac- 
tion of the police). 25. The verb have is used with fo and 
the root form of a main verb to mean “must; to be re- 
quired, compelled, or under obligation”: / have to leave 
now (= I must leave now). 26. The verb have is used to 
stand for or replace another entire verb phrase that con- 
tains have in it a. when answering a question: Have you 
been there before? —No, | haven't. b. when asking for 
agreement from the listener: Weve been there before, 
havent we? —n. [count] 27. Usually, haves. [plural] a 
person or group that has wealth or other material advan- 
tages (contrasted with have-not): The haves in this soci- 
ety are not about to give up their wealth. —Idiom. 28. 
have done with, [~ + obj] to cease; finish: /t seemed 
that they would never lave done with their problems. 
29. have had it, a. {~ (+ witli + obj)] to be tired and 
disgusted: I've had it with your excuses. b. (no obj] to be 
ready for discarding, as something old or no longer use- 
ful or popular: These old computers have had it. 30. 
have it coming, [~ (+ to + obj] to deserve whatever 
one receives: We weren't surprised by his sudden fall 
from power; he had it coming to him for a long time. 31. 
have it in one, to show (the ability or capability men- 
tioned): She never knew he had it in him to be so firnny. 
32. have it in for, (~ + obj) to wish harm to: certain 
the boss had it in for her. 33. have it out, [~ (+ with + 
obj)] to reach an understanding through fighting or argu- 
ing freely: had it out with his critics. 34. have on, a. 
{not: be + ~-ing] to wear: {~ + obj + on): She had a 
bathing suit on. [~ + on + obj): He had on a wrinkled 
old shirt. b. (not: be + ~ing) to have (something) 
switched on: [~ + obj + on]: They had their music on 
very loud. [~ + on + obj): He had on the vacuum 
cleaner so he didn’t hear the bell. c. (~ + obj + on] 
Chiefly Brit. to tease or fool (a person): We were having 
him on about the award. 35. have to do with, [~ + 
obj] a. to be associated with: Your ambition had a lot to 
do with your success. b. to deal with: / won't have any- 
thing to do with her until she apologizes. 

ha-ven (hā/vən) /‘heyvon/ n. (cont) a place of shelter 
and safety; refuge. 

have/-not’, n. [cont] Usually, have-nots. [plural] a 
person or group that is without wealth or other material 
advantages. 

haveen’t (havfant) /hevont/ contraction of have not. 

hav-er-sack (hav/ar sak’) /‘havor,swxk/ n. [count] a bag 
with a single strap for wearing over one shoulder. 

hav-oc (hav/ak) /havok/ n. {noncount) 1. great destruc- 
tion or devastation: havoc caused by the bombing. 
—Idiom. 2. play havoc with or wreak havoc on, [~ 
+ obj) a. to create confusion or disorder in: The plans 
for restructuring will play havoc with the town. b. to de- 
stroy; ruin: The tornado wreaked havoc on several towns 
in its path. 

haw (hô) /ho/ v. {110 obj) to utter a sound representing a 
hesitation or pause in speech (usually in the expression: 
hem and haw): He hemunued and hawed a bit before an- 
swering directly. 

Haw., an abbreviation of: Hawaii. 

hawk! (tok) /hok/ n. (count) 1. a bird that catches ani- 
mals for food, having a short, hooked beak, broad wings, 
and curved claws. 2. a person who calls for aggressive 
action in settling disputes. ~hawk/ish, adj. 

hawk? (hok) /hok/ v. [~ + obj] to offer for sale, esp. by 
calling out loud in public; peddle: hawking souvenirs to 
tourists. —hawk/er, 1. (courit] 

hawk/-eyed’, adj. having very keen sight: a hawk-eyed 
sentry. 

haw-ser (h0/zar, -sor) /‘hozdr, -sar/ n. [count] a heavy 
rope for holding a boat at a dock or for towing. 

haw-thorn (ho/thorn’) /‘ho,Qorn/ n. [count] a small tree 
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of the rose family, with stiff thorns, white or red flowers, 
and bright-colored fruit. 

hay (ha) /hey/ n. [noncount] 1. grass cut and dried for 
use as food for animals: gathering hay from the fields. 2. 
Slang. a small sum of money: Twenty bucks for half an 
hour’s work; that ain't hay! —Idiom. 3. make hay, to 
make use of an opportunity: Make hay while the sun 
shines. 

hay’ fe’ver, n. [nonconnt) allergic irritation of the mu- 
cous membranes of the nose, eyes, throat, and lungs, 
caused by plant pollen. 

hay-seed (ha/séd’) /‘hey,siyd/ n. 1. (noncomnt] grass 
seed, esp. that shaken out of hay. 2. [count] an unso- 
phisticated person from a rural area; yokel; hick. 
hay-stack (ha/stak’) /'hey,stæk/ n. (count) 1. a stack of 
hay built up in a field. —-Idiom. 2. a needle in a hay- 
stack, something difficult to find: Looking for someone 
in this mob is like trying to find a needle in a haystack. 

hay-wire (ha/wier’) /‘hey,way°r/ adj. [be + ~] 1. not 
right; crazy: There is something haywire about this situa- 
tion. —adv. 2. out of control; in disorder: Things went 
haywire when the storm strick. 

hazard (haz’erd) /‘hezord/ n. [cont] J. something 
causing danger, peril, risk, or difficulty: the many hazards 
of living in the big city. 2. a bunker, sand trap, or the like 
that is an obstacle on a golf course. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
put forward; venture: I'd hazard a guess that the loss is in 
the millions. 4. to expose to risk: In making the invest- 
ment he lNazarded all his savings. 

hazardous (haz’er dəs) /'hæzərdəs/ adj. full of risk; 
risky; dangerous: a hazardous journey. —haz/ard- 
ous-ly, adv. 

haze’ (haz) /heyz/ n., v., hazed, haz-ing. —n. 1. a mass 
or collection in the atmosphere of very fine, widely 
spread solid or liquid particles that give the air a milky 
white appearance: [count; usually singular); a haze of 
smoke from his pipe. {noncount]: The mountain was 
barely visible through the haze. 2. (count; singular] a 
confused state of mind; daze: After the accident the vic- 
tims were still in a haze. —v. (no obj) 3. to become hazy: 
The sky hazed over. 

haze? (haz) /heyz/ v. [~ + obj], hazed, haz-ing. to force 
to perform pointless or humiliating tasks: college seniors 
hazing freshmen. —haz/er, n. [count] 

ha-zel (ha/zal) /heyzal/ n. 1. [count] a small tree or 
shrub of the birch family, having toothed oval leaves and 
edible nuts. —adj. 2. of a light golden- or greenish- 
brown color: beantifirl hazel eyes. 

ha-zel-enut (ha/zal nut’) heyzal,nat/ n. [count] the nut 
of the hazel; filbert. 

ha-zy (ha/ze) /‘heyziy/ adj., -zi-er, -zi-est. 1. having or 
showing haze; misty: a hazy sky. 2. vague; indefinite; 
confused: a few hazy ideas. —ha»zi-ly (ha/ze l€) /‘heyzo- 
liy/ adv. —ha/zi-ness, n. [noncomnt] 

H-bomb (ach’bom’) /‘eytJ,bom/ 7. HYDROGEN BOMB. 

hd., an abbreviation of: 1. hand. 2. head. 

hdars., an abbreviation of: headquarters. 

HDTV, an abbreviation of: high-definition television. 

hdw. or hdwe., an abbreviation of: hardware. 

he (hē; wnstressed €) /hiy; unstressed iy/ pron., nom. he, 
poss. his, obj. him; pi. nom. they, poss. their or theirs, 
obj. them; n., pi. hes; adj. —pron. 1. the male person or 
animal being discussed or last mentioned; that male: 
Where did that man go? He's in the back of the room. 2. 
anyone (without reference to the person's sex); that per- 
son: He who hesitates is lost. —n. [count] 3. any male 
person or animal: /s that cat a he or a she? —adj. 4. 
male (usually used in combination with a noun): a he- 
goat. —-Usage. In traditional grammar books, the word 
he and the other masculine pronouns His and HIM have 
been used when the sex of the person referred to was 
not known: Everyone who wishes to vote ‘yes’ should 
raise liis right hand. This so-called “generic” use is often 
criticized as sexist, although many speakers and writers 
continue to use it. Other writers use the phrases he or 
she, s/he, him or her, and others to avoid favoring one 
sex: Everyone who wishes to vote yes’ should raise his or 
her right hand. Another solution is to use THey and the 
related forins THEM, THEIR: Everyone wlio agrees should 
raise their right hand. But this can create another prob- 
lem, because everyone is technically singular and they/ 
them/their is plural, and some writers dislike this “agree- 
ment” problem. To be safest, it is sometimes possible to 
change the main noun itself to the plural, so that the 
pronouns they/henytheir can “agree:” All who wish to 
vote yes’ should raise their right hand. 
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H.E., an abbreviation of: 1. high explosive. 2. His Emi- 
nence. 3. His Excellency; Her Excellency. 

head (hed) /hed/ n. (count) 1. the upper part of the 
body, containing the skull with mouth, eyes, ears, nose, 
and brain: Nod your head. 2. the head as the center of 
the intellect or as the controlling part of one’s emotions; 
the mind: a good head for mathematics. 3. the position 
or place of leadership, greatest authority, or honor: at the 
head of her class. 4. a person in charge of others; chief: 
the head of the household. 5. the part of anything 
thought of as forming the top or upper end: the head of 
a pin. 6. the front end of something: the head of a pro- 
cession. 7. [singular] a person or animal considered as 
one of a number, herd, or group: ten head of cattle. 8. a 
critical point in an activity where something must be 
done: to bring matters to a head. 9. froth or foam at the 
top of a liquid: the head on a glass of beer. 10. any 
dense flower cluster on a plant: a head of cabbage. 11. 
the top part of an abscess, boil, etc. 12. HEaoLano. 13. 
Also, heads. the side of a coin that has a head or other 
principal figure (Opposed to Tait). 14. the source of a 
river or stream: The head of the Mississippi River is in 
Minnesota. 15. Slang. a habitual user of an illegal drug 
(often used in combination with a noun): an acid-head. 
16. a toilet, esp. on a boat or ship. 17. pressure: a head 
of steam. 18. any of the parts of a tape recorder that re- 
cord, play back, or erase magnetic signals on audiotape 
or videotape. —adj. (before a noun] 19. first in rank or 
position: head cook. 20. of or for the head (often used in 
combination with a noun): a head covering. 21. Slang. of 
or relating to drugs, drug paraphernalia, or drug users: a 
head shop. —v. 22. [~ + obj] to go at the head of or in 
front of: She headed the parade. 23. [~ (+ up) + obj) 
to be in charge of: to head (up) a school. 24. to (cause 
to) move forward toward a point specified: [no obj]: The 
bus headed out of town. [~ + obj): FI head the boat for 
shore. 25. head for, [~ + for + obj] to move toward 
(something): heading for disaster. 26. head off, to get in 
the path of or in front of in order to stop or turn aside; 
intercept: [~ + off + obj): We headed off the robbers at 
the pass. [~ + obj + off}: We headed them off. 
—Idiom. 27. come to a head, to reach a Critical point. 
28. get one’s head together, [no obj] to get oneself 
under control: Get your head together and stop dream- 
ing. 29. go over someone's head, [70 obj] to appeal to 
the superior of someone’s own official superior: He an- 
gered his boss by going over his head to the president 
about his troubles. 30. go to one’s head, a. to over- 
come a person with a feeling of joy or drunkenness: The 
liquor went straight to her head. b. to fill one with con- 
ceit: Don't tet your recent success go to your head. 31. 
hang or hide one’s head, to show a feeling of shame. 
32. head and shoulders, by an impressively great 
amount: head and shoulders above the rest in tatent. 
33. head over heels, a. headlong, as in a somersault: 
He felt head over heels into the pool. b. intensely; com- 
pletely: Head over heels in love. 34. head to head, in di- 
rect opposition or competition: The two candidates went 
head to head in the primary. 35. keep one's head, to 
remain calm and effective: The pilot kept her head when 
the plane lost power. 36. keep one’s head above wa- 
ter, to have enough money to continue to live or survive. 
37. lay or put heads together, [no obj] to meet in or- 
der to consult or scheme: Let's put our heads together 
and see if there's some way we can work out a solution. 
38. lose one’s head, to become uncontrolled or wildly 
excited. 39. make head(s) or tail(s) of, (with a negative 
word or phrase; ~ + obj] to understand or interpret to 
even a small extent: / can’t make heads or tails of your 
message. 40. make heads roll, (mo obj) to dismiss 
numbers of employees: The boss is going to make heads 
rolt untess she gets results. 41. one’s head off, ex- 
tremely; excessively: to laugh one’s head off, 42. on 
one’s head, as one’s responsibility or fault: /t wilt be on 
his head if the plan fails. 43. out of one’s head or 
mind, insane; irrational; crazy. 44. over one’s head, be- 
yond one’s understanding, ability, or resources. 
—head/ed, adj. —head/less, adj. 

headeache (hed/ak’) /‘hed,cyk/ n. [count] 1. a pain lo- 
cated in the head: woke up with a throbbing headache. 
2. an annoying or bothersome person, situation, etc.: An- 
other headache on the campaign trait was the reporters 
who wouldn't leave us alone. 

head-band (hed/band’) /‘hed,bend/ n. [count] a band 
worn around the head. 

head-board (hed/bôrd’, -bord’) /‘hed,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
(count) a board forming the head of something, as a 
bed. 


H.E. to headwind 


head’ cold’, n. [count] a common cold esp. with nasal 
congestion and sneezing. 

head-dress (hed/dres’) /‘hed,dres/ n. [count] a covering 
or decoration for the head. 

head-first (hed/first’) /‘hed'farst/ adv. 1. with the head 
in front or bent forward: to dive headfirst into the sea. 2. 
rashly: plunged headfirst into the planning of the project. 

head-gear (hed/gér’) /‘hed,giar/ n. [noncount] a cover- 
ing for the head, as a hat or a helmet. 

head-hunt-ing § (hed/hun/’ting) /‘hed,hantin/ n. (non- 
count) 1. (among certain tribal peoples) the practice of 
cutting off and preserving the heads of enemies as tro- 
phies. 2. the recruiting of executives for corporations. 
—head/hunt/er, n. (count) 

head-ing (hed/ing) /‘hedin/ n. [count] 1. something that 
serves as a head, esp. a title or caption: The heading 
was: “Verb tenses in English.” 2. the compass direction 
toward which a traveler or vehicle is or should be mov- 
ing; course. 

head-land (hed/land) /‘hedland/ n. (count) a piece of el- 
evated land that extends into a large body of water. 

head-light (hed/lit’) ‘hed layt/ n. [count] a light with a 
reflector, on the front of a vehicle. 

head-line (hed/lin’) /‘hed,layn/ n., v, -lined, -lin-ing. 
—n. [count] Also called head. 1. a statement printed in 
large letters at the beginning of a newspaper article, 
summarizing the subject of the article. 2. headlines, 
[plural] news stories important enough to appear on the 
front page of newspapers: The peace conference has 
been in the headlines alt week. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to fur- 
nish with a headline. 4. [no obj] to be the star of a show, 
nightclub act, etc. 

head-lock (hed/lok’) /‘hed,Ink/ m. [count] a wrestling 
hold in which one arm is locked around the opponent's 
head. 

head-long (hed/léng’, -long’) /‘hed,lon, -,lon/ adv. 1. 
with the head going first; headfirst: to phinge headlong 
into the water. 2. without delay; hastily; rashly: to rush 
headlong into marriage. —adj. 3. hasty: a headlong 
fight. 4. done or going with the head foremost: a head- 
tong dive. 

head-man (hed/man/, -man/’) /‘hed'men, 
[count], pl. -men. a chief or leader. 

head-mas-ter or -mis-tress (hed/mas/tar) or (-mis/- 
tris) “hed, mestor/ or /-'mustris/ n. [count] the person in 
charge of a private school. 

head/-on’, adj. 1. meeting with the fronts or heads 
foremost: a head-on collision. 2. characterized by direct 
opposition: a head-on confrontation. —adv. 3. with the 
front or head foremost. 4. in direct opposition. 

head-phone (hed/fōn/) /hedfown/ m. Usually, 
headphones. [plural] a headset designed for use with a 
stereo system. 

head-quar-ter (hed/kwôr/tər, -kwô/-) /'hed,kwortər, 
-,kwo-/ v. to set up in headquarters: [no obj): The army 
headquartered in that smalt town before the invasion, [~ 
+ obj): The agency is headquartered in Fort Meade. 

head-quar-ters (hed/kwor/tarz, -kw6/-) /‘hed,kwortorz, 
-,kwo-/ n. [count], pi head-quar-ters. a center of 
operations, as of a military commander or a business: 
Their headquarters is in New York City. 

head-rest (hed/rest’) /‘hed,rest/ n. [count] 1. a support 
for the head: the headrest on a couch. 2. a padded ex- 
tension at the top of a seat back, esp. in an automobile. 

head-room (hed/raon/, -rd6m/) /‘hed,ruwm, -rom/ n. 
(roncount) 1. the space between the top of a vehicle and 
the lowest part of a bridge or tunnel it is passing under. 
2. clear vertical space in which to move, stand, or sit: 
There's a tot of headroom in this van. 

head-set (hed/set’) /‘hed,set/ n. [count] a device con- 
sisting of one or two earphones, and sometimes a micro- 
phone, attached to a headband: a portable stereo with 
headset. 

head’ start’, n. [count] 1. an advantage in any compe- 
tition, race, etc., such as allowing one or more competi- 
tors to start before the others. 2. a productive beginning: 
FI get a head start on the paperwork. 

head-stone (hed/st6n’) /‘hed stown/ n. [count] a stone 
marker set at the head of a grave; gravestone. 

head-strong (hed/stréng’, -strong’) /‘hed,stron, -,strog/ 
adj. determined to have one’s own way; obstinate. 

head-wait-er (hed/wa/tar) /‘hed'weytoar/ n. [count] a 
waiter in Charge of other staff, as in a restaurant. 

head-way (hed/wa’) /'hed,wey/ n. (norconunt) forward 
movement; progress in a forward direction. 

head-wind (hed/wind’) /‘hed,wind/ n. [count] a wind 


-,meen/ n. 


heady to heart failure 


opposite to the course of a moving object (opposed to 
taihvind). 

head-y (hed/é) /‘hediy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. giddy; dizzy: 
She felt heady after her triumph in the race. 2. affecting 
the mind or senses greatly; exhilarating: heady wine. 

heal (hél) /hiyl/ v. 1. to (cause to) become healthy or 
well again: {~ + obj): This medicine should heal that 
sore on your leg. (no obj): When will my leg heal? 2. [~ 
+ obj] to repair or take care of; settle: Only time wilt 
heal my broken heart. —heal/er, n. [count] 

health (helth) /hel0/ n. [noncount) 1. the general condi- 
tion of the body or mind: She's in poor health at the mo- 
ment. 2. the state of being fit; fitness of body or mind: fo 
lose his health. —Idiom. 3. drink to one’s health, to 
offer a toast or a polite wish for a person’s health, happi- 
ness, etc.: We drank to her heatth. 

health-ful (helth/fal) /‘helOfal/ adj. bringing about or 
maintaining good health; wholesome: a healthful diet. 

health-y (hel/thé) /‘helOiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. having or 
enjoying good health; fit: tooked so healthy after a week 
in the country. 2. relating to or having the appearance of 
good health: healthy skin. 3. fostering good health; 
healthful: a healthy climate. 4. prosperous or sound; 
successful: a healthy business. —health-iely (hel/thə le) 
/helOoliy/ adv. —health/i-ness, n. [(noncount) 

heap (hép) /hiyp/ n. [count] 1. a group of things placed, 
thrown, or lying one on another; pile: a heap of stories. 
2. Infortnal. a great or large quantity or number: a heap 
of trouble. —v. 3. to (cause to) become gathered or put 
in a heap: (no obj; (~ + up): The snow had heaped up 
overnight. [~ + obj (+ up)): The wind had heaped the 
snow (up) into drifts. (~ (+ up) + obj): The wind had 
heaped (up) the snow. 4. [~ (+ up/together) + obj] to 
accumulate: to heap up riches. $. [~ + obj + on/upon 
+ obj] to bestow in great quantity: to heap blessings 
upon someone. 6. [~ + obj] to supply with a great deal 
of something: to heap a plate with food. 

hear (hér) /hior/ v., heard (hurd), hear-ing. 1. (not: be 
+ ~ing] to become aware of (sounds, noises, etc.) by 
the ear: [~ + obj]: to hear footsteps. [~ + obj + verb- 
ing): | heard them singing. [~ + obj + root form of 
verb]: | didn't hear you speak. 2. [no obj; not: be + 
~ing) to have the ability to be aware of sound by the 
ear. He was unable to hear from birth. 3. [not: be + 
~-ing] to learn by hearing: [~ + obj]: | hear you have a 
new job. 4. [~ + from; not: be + ~-ing] to receive com- 
munication: That letter was the last we heard from them. 
5. [~ + obj] to give a formal hearing to (something); 
consider officially: to hear a legal case. 6. hear of, [~ + 
of + obj; not: be + ~ing] a. to know of: I have heard of 
one man who can help us. b. (with a negative word or 
phrase] to listen with favor, assent, or agreement: / will 
not hear of your going! 7. The expression Hear! Hear! is 
used to express approval, as of a speech: A toast to our 
dear friend. Hear! Hear! —hear/er, n. [count] 
—Usage. The words HEAR and LISTEN have similar mean- 
ings, in that both involve the sense of hearing and the 
use of the ear. But HEAR is most often used when one 
simply experiences the sound; the sound comes to the 
hearer. For usten the subject is more active and per- 
forms the action; one usually must concentrate when lis- 
tening. For this reason, Listen may be used in the pro- 
gressive tenses: / was listening to the radio, but HEAR for 
most of its meanings does not allow be + ~-ing forms. 
Another difference between the two is that when there is 
an object, the verb LisTeN takes the preposition fo; there 
may be no preposition after Hear for most of its mean- 
ings. Compare See and LOOK. 

hear-ing (hér/ing) /‘hiorin/ m. 1. [noncount] the sense 
making it possible to be aware of sound: hard of hearing. 
2. [noncount) the distance within which one can hear 
something; earshot: Her complaint was loud enough to 
be within hearing of the waiter. 3. [count] opportunity to 
be heard: Will tie Board grant me a hearing? 4. (count) 
a session in which statements are made and arguments 
are presented, esp. before a judge, in a lawsuit. 
hear/ing-ear’ dog’, n. [count] a dog trained to alert a 
person whose hearing is impaired to sounds, such as a 
telephone ringing. 

heark-en or hark-en (har’kan) /‘harkan/ v. [~ + to + 
obj] to give heed or attention to what is said; listen: 
Hearken to lis words. 

hear-say (hér’sa’) /hior,sey/ n. [noncount] information 
received from another that is not yet proved; rumor: Fis 
court testimony was merely llearsay. 

hearse (hiirs) /hars/ n. [count] a vehicle for conveying a 
dead person to the place of burial. 
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heart (hart) /hart/ n. 1. [count] a muscular organ in hu- 
mans and many animals that receives blood from the 
veins and pumps it through the arteries to other parts of 
the body. 2. (count) the center of a person's total per- 
sonality, esp. of a person’s intuition or sensibilities: /n 
your heart you know it’s true. 3. (count; usually singular] 
capacity for sympathy; feeling; affection: a very hard 
heart (= not having sympathy). His heart moved him to 
help the needy. 4. [noncount] spirit, courage, or enthusi- 
asm: no longer had the heart to argue. See TAKE HEART 
below. 5. (count; usually singular) the innermost or cen- 
tral part of anything: We marched through the heart of 
town. 6. [count] the essential part; core: Let's get to the 
heart of the matter. 7. [count] a shape with rounded 
sides meeting in a point at the bottom and curving in- 
ward to a cusp at the top. 8. [count] a card of the suit 
that has such a shape as the symbol of the suit. 9. 
hearts, a. the suit of cards so marked. b. [moncount; 
used with a singular verb] a game in which the players 
try to take all the hearts, or to avoid taking any of them. 
—Idiom. 10. after one’s own heart, agreeing with 
one’s likes or one’s preference: a girl after his own heart. 
11. at heart, in reality; basically: very kind at heart. 12. 
break someone’s heart, to cause someone to be 
deeply unhappy. 13. by heart, entirely from memory: 
recited the entire poem by heart. 14. eat one’s heart 
out, to be very sorry about something; grieve: Fm eating 
my heart out over losing you. 15. from (the bottom of) 
one’s heart, with complete sincerity: / wished her Suc- 
cess from the bottom of my heart. 16. have a heart, to 
show compassion and mercy: Have a heart and set the 
caged bird free. 17. have one's heart in one’s mouth, 
to be extremely anxious or fearful: My heart was in my 
mouth when I got up to speak to the crowd. 18. have 
one’s heart in the right place, to wish to do the proper 
thing: Yes, he’s made mistakes, but his heart is in the 
right place. 19. in one's heart of hearts, in one’s pri- 
vate thoughts or feelings: /n your heart of hearts you 
know she’s the best for the job. 20. lose one’s heart to, 
[~ + obj] to fall in love with. 21. near or close to one’s 
heart, of great interest or concern to one: a project very 
close to her heart. 22. set one's heart at rest, to ban- 
ish one’s fears or anxieties: The good economic news set 
the president's heart at rest. 23. set one’s heart on or 
have one’s heart set on, [~ + obj] to want (something) 
a great deal: He set his heart on going to Tanzania, He 
had his heart set on that job. 24. take heart, [no obj] to 
regain one’s courage or confidence: He took heart when 
things began to improve. 25. take to heart, a. to con- 
sider seriously; to be affected deeply by: [~ + to heart + 
obj]: He took to heart most of her comments. [~ + obj 
+ to heart]: He took it to heart. b. to grieve over: [~ + 
obj + to heart): He took the loss to heart. [~ + to heart 
+ obj]: He took to heart her sudden death. 26. to one’s 
heart’s content, for as long as one wishes: The children 
played to their heart's content. 27. wear one's heart on 
one’s sleeve, to allow one’s feelings, esp. of love, to 
show. 

heart-ache (hart/ak’) /'hart,eyk/ n. emotional distress; 
anguish: [count]: the joys and the heartaches of raising 
children. [noncount): a life of heartache. 

heart’ attack’, n. [connt] a sudden disruption of regu- 
lar heart function because of an insufficient supply of Ox- 
ygen to the heart muscle. 

heart-beat (härt/bēt/) /‘hart,biyt/ n. [count] a single 
pulse of the heart as it takes in blood and pumps it out. 

heart-break (hart/brak’) /‘hart,breyk/ n. (noncount) 
great sorrow. 

heart-break-ing = (hart/bra’king)  /‘hart,breyktn/ adj. 
causing great sorrow, grief, or anguish: a heartbreaking 
loss. 

heart-bro-ken (härt/brőō/kən) = ‘hart,browkon/ adj. 
crushed by sorrow, grief, or anguish: heartbroken by the 
news. 

heart-burn (hart/birn’) /hart,barn/ m. [moncount) an 
unpleasant burning feeling in the upper chest, usually 
caused by indigestion. 

-hearted, siffix. -hearted is attached to adjectives to 
form adjectives with the meaning “having the character 
or personality of (the adjective mentioned)”: cold + 
-hearted 7 coldhearted (= ltaving a cold heart; unkind 
or mean); light + -hearted ~ lighthearted (= feeling 
light and happy). 

heart-en (har/tn) /hartn/ v. [~ + obj] to give courage 
or confidence to (someone): felt lteartened by the good 
news. —heart/en-ing, adj. 

heart’ failure, o. [noncount] 1. a condition in which 
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the heart fatally ceases to function. 2. a condition in 
which the heart does not pump enough blood. 

heart-felt (hart/felt’) /‘hart,felt/ adj. deeply or sincerely 
felt: You have my heartfelt sympathy. 

hearth (harth) /har0/ n. 1. [count] the floor of a fire- 
place, often extending into a room. 2. [nonconnt] home 
and family life: the joys of hearth and home. 

hearteisly (hart/l €) /‘hartliy/ adv. 1. deeply felt; with 
deep, genuine, sincere, or strong emotion; wholeheart- 
edly: They heartily dislike each other. 2. openly; without 
holding anything back: laughed heartily. 

heart-less (hart/lis) /‘hartlts/ adj. unfeeling; unkind; 
harsh; cruel: her cold, heartless attitude. —heart/- 
less-ly, adv. —heart/less-ness, n. (noncount) 

heart-rend-ing (hart/ren/ding) /‘hart,rendin/ adj. caus- 
ing or expressing intense grief or distress: a heartrending 
scream. —heart/rend/ine-ly, adv. 

heart-sick (hart/sik’) /‘hart sik/ adj. extremely unhappy. 
—heart/sick/ness, n. (noncount) 

heart-strings (hart/stringz’) /‘hart,strinz/ n. [přuran the 
deepest feelings: a sad song that tugs at one’s heart- 
strings. 

heart-throb (hart/throb’) /hart,Orob/ m. [count] 1. a 
heartbeat. 2. a person who is the object of sentimental 
emotion, esp., a sweetheart. 

heart/-to-heart/’, adj. frank; sincere; intimate: a heart- 
to-heart talk. 

heart-warmeing (härt/wôr/ming) /‘hart,wormin/ adj. 
tenderly moving: a heartwarming story of a boy and his 
dog. 

hearty (har/té) /‘hartiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. [before a 
noun] warmhearted; cordial: a hearty welcome. 2. [be- 
fore a noun) genuine; heartfelt: had a hearty distike for 
the in-laws. 3. [before a noun) wholehearted: hearty sup- 
port. 4. exuberant; unrestrained: hearty laughter. 5. 
forceful; violent: a hearty push. 6. strong and well; 
healthy: You look hale and hearty. 7. [before a noun) 
large; substantial: a hearty meal. —heart/ieness, n. 
(noncount) 

heat (het) /hiyt/ n. 1. [poncount) the condition or quality 
of being hot: Heat rises. 2. [noncount) degree of hot- 
ness; temperature: moderate heat. 3. [noncount] the 
sensation of warmth: / could feel the heat from her skin. 
4. [noncount}) a source of warmth, as a stove: Stand 
closer to the heat if you're cold. 5. [noncount; often: the 
+ ~] hot weather or climate; a period of such hot 
weather: The heat wilt be with us for a few days. 6. [non- 
count) sharp, pungent flavor; spiciness: the heat of chili 
peppers. 7. [noncount] warmth or intensity of feeling; ve- 
hemence; passion: He answered the charges with heat. 
8. [noncount; often: in + the + ~ + of] a point of great- 
est intensity, excitement, or other emotion: in the heat of 
battle. 9. [noncount; the + ~] Slang. a. pursuit or inves- 
tigation by the police: The criminals tried to get out of 
town because the heat was on. b. the police: Let's scram; 
here comes the heat! c. intense pressure: The heat is on 
now to find a replacement. d. blame: Who wilt take the 
heat for this mistake? 10. [count] a single division of a 
contest, esp. a race in which competitors qualify for entry 
in the final race or contest. —v. 11. to (cause to) become 
hot or warm: [no obj; (~ + up)): The house is heating up 
in the sun. [~ + obj): Heat the milk and let's have some 
cocoa. [~ + up + obj): The sun is heating up the house. 
[~ + obj + up): Heat the soup up. 12. heat up, to 
(cause to) become more active, intense, or excited: [no 
obj): The situation is heating up again. [~ + up + obj): 
This Crisis is bound to heat up the dispute. [~ + obj + 
up): The terrorist attack heated things up again. 
—Idiom. 13. in heat, in the period of time or state in 
which the female of certain mammals can mate or con- 
ceive young: to be in heat. 

heat-ed (hé/tid) /‘hiytid/ adj. excited or angry: a heated 
argument. —heat/ed-ly, adv.: to argue heatedly. 

heat-er (hé/tar) /'hiytər/ n. (count) a device for heating 
water or air: a gas heater. 

heath (héth) /hiy0/ n. 1. [count] an area of open, uncul- 
tivated land. 2. [noncount) a low-growing shrub Common 
on such land. 

hea-then (hé/than) /‘hiydan/ n., pl. -thens, -then, adj. 
—n. [count] 1. an individual of a people that do not ac- 
knowledge the God of the Bible. 2. an uncultured or un- 
civilized person. —aqdj. 3. of or relating to heathens; pa- 
gan. 4. uncultured or uncivilized. —hea/then-dom, n. 
{noncount]) —hea/then-ish, adj. —hea/then-ism, n. 
(noncount) 

heath-er (hett/ar) /‘hedar/ n. [noncount) a heath plant 
having small pinkish purple flowers. 
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heating (hét/ing) /‘hiytin/ n. [noncount] a system, or 
the machines involved in the system, of keeping a room 
or a building warm. 

heat’ light/ning, 1. [noncourit) lightning too distant for 
thunder to be heard. 

heat-stroke (hét/strok’) /‘hiyt strowk/ n. [ņoncount] a 
disturbance of the body's ability to control its tempera- 
ture, caused by overexposure to too much heat, resulting 
in headache, fever, hot and dry skin, and rapid pulse. 

heave (hév) /hiyv/ v., heaved or (esp. Nautical) hove 
(hov) /howv/; heav-ing; n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to raise or 
lift with effort; hoist: He heaved her to her feet. 2. {~ + 
obj) to lift and throw with effort: to heave a stone through 
a window. 3. [~ + obj] to utter with great effort: He 
heaved a sigh. 4. to (cause to) rise and fall with a swell- 
ing motion: [no obj): His chest was heaving from the ef- 
fort. [~ + obj]: The rough seas heaved the boat about. 
5. Nautical. to (cause to) move into a certain position or 
Situation: [no obj]: The boat hove into sight. [~ + obj): 
The captain hove the boat closer to the lifeboats. 6. [no 
obj] to vomit; throw up. 7. [no obj] to pull on: The saitor 
heaved on the rope and pulled the box aboard. 8. heave 
to, [no obj] (of a ship) to come to a stop. —n. [count] 9. 
an act or effort of heaving. 10. the heaves, [plural an 
episode of retching or vomiting. 

heave/-ho/’, n. [count], pi. -hos. Informal an act of dis- 
missing or throwing someone out of a place. 

heav-en (hev/an) /‘hevan/ n. 1. [noncount] the place 
where God, the angels, and the spirits of good people 
live after death: children taught they must be good if they 
want to go to heaven some day. 2. Usually, heavens. 
[phira the sky: Ancient astronomers studied the 
heavens. 3. [noncount) a place or state of supreme hap- 
piness: This tropical island is heaven. 4. Often, heavens. 
This word is used in phrases to express emphasis, sur- 
prise, or other emotion: For heaven's sake, watch what 
youre doing! —heav/ensly, adj., -liser, -lirest. —heav- 
en-ward (hev’an ward) /‘hevanword/ adv., adj. 

heav-y (hev/é) /‘heviy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est, n., pi. heav-ies. 
—adj. 1. of great weight; hard to lift or carry: a heavy 
load. 2. of great amount, quantity, or size: a heavy vote. 
3. [often: before a noun) of great force, strength, or in- 
tensity: The ship plowed through the heavy seas. 4. of 
more than the usual or average weight: He had a heavy 
build. 5. grave; serious: a heavy punishment. 6. deep; 
profound: a heavy sleep. 7. [before a noun) a. armed 
with weapons of large size: a heavy cruiser. b. (of guns) 
of the more powerful sizes: heavy artillery. 8. having a 
large size or Output: heavy machinery. 9. producing or 
working with basic materials, as steel or coal, used in 
manufacturing: heavy industry such as steelmaking. 10. 
burdensome; oppressive: heavy faxes. 11. busy: a heavy 
schedule. 12. being (the noun referred to) to an unusual 
degree: a heavy drinker (= a drinker who drinks to an 
unusual degree). 13. thick; dense: heavy cream. 14. [be 
+ ~] full of; weighted or laden; loaded with: words that 
are heavy with meaning. 15. depressed with trouble or 
sorrow; sad: a heavy heart. 16. without excitement, 
Spark, or interest; ponderous; dull: a heavy style of writ- 
ing. 17. slow in movement or action; clumsy: a heavy 
walk. 18. loud and deep; sonorous: heavy breathing. 19. 
overcast; threatening rain: The sky is heavy and gray to- 
day. 20. (of food) not easily digested: a heavy meal. 21. 
[be + ~] Informal. possessing or using in large quanti- 
ties: She was a bit heavy on the makeup. 22. Slang. very 
serious or important. —n. [count] 23. a villainous char- 
acter or role in a drama: the scene where the heavy 
threatens the good guy's girlfriend. 24. Slang. a. HEAVY- 
WEIGHT (def. 6). b. a person employed to use force; thug. 
—heav-i-ly (hev’a lē) /‘hevatiy/ adv. —heav/i-ness, n. 
[roncount) 

heav’y-du/ty, adj. [usually: before a noun) 1. made to 
undergo or withstand great strain or use: heavy-duty ma- 
chinery. 2. very important or intense: heavy-duty compe- 
tition. 

heav’y-hand/ed, adj. 1. clumsy; without grace or sen- 
sitivity: heavy-handed criticism. 2. oppressive; harsh: a 
heavy-handed dictator. —heav’y-hand/ed-ly, adv. 
—heav’y-hand/ed-ness, n. [noncount] 

heav’y-heart/ed, adj. full of sorrow; melancholy. 

heav’y metal, n. [noncount) loud, highly amplified, 
often harsh rock music with a heavy beat. —heav/y- 
metal, adj. 

heav-y-set (hev/é set’) /‘heviy'set/ adj. having a large 
body; stocky; stout. 

heav-y-weight (hev/é wat’) ‘heviy,weyt/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. of more than average weight or thickness. 2. of 
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or relating to heavyweights: a heavyweight bout. 3. very 
powerful or important: a team of heavyweight lawyers. 
—n. [count] 4. a person of more than average weight. 5. 
a boxer weighing more than 175 Ib. (79.4 kg). 6. a very 
powerful, influential, or important person, company, etc. 

He-brew (hé/broo) /‘hiybruw/ n. 1. [count] a member of 
any of a group of Semitic peoples who claimed descent 
from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 2. [noncount) the Se- 
mitic language of the ancient Hebrews, revived as a ver- 
nacular in the 20th century. —adj. 3. of the Hebrews or 
their language. 

heck (hek) /hek/ n., interj. 1. This word is used with 
words beginning with wh-, as who, what, etc., to express 
mild annoyance or disgust, etc.: What the heck do you 
care? 2. This word is also used in the phrase a heck of 
to emphasize the speaker's feelings about the amount of 
or the quality of something: a heck of a good speech. 

heck-le (hek/al) /‘hekal/ v. [~ + obj], -led, -ling. to ha- 
rass with impolite questions, insults, or the like: The au- 
dience began to heckle the speaker. —heck-ler (hek/lar) 
heklor/ n. Ccount] 

hec-tare or hek-tare (hek/tar) /‘hekteor/ n. [count] a 
unit of surface or land measure equal to 100 ares, or 
10,000 square meters (2.471 acres). 

hectic (hek/tik) /hektik/ adj. 1. full of excitement or 
confused or hurried activity: a hectic schedule. 2. fever- 
ish; flushed; red. —hec/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

hec-tor (hek/ter) /'hektər/ v. [~ + obj] to harass 
(someone) by bullying: always hectoring his students to 
perform better. 

he'd (héd; unstressed ēd) /hiyd; unstressed iyd/ contrac- 
tion. 1. a shortened form of he had: He'd been here be- 
fore, hadn't he? 2. a shortened form of he would: He'd 
be a great vice-president, wouldn't he? 

hedge (hej) /hed3/ n, v, hedged, hedg-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a row of bushes or small trees forming a fence 
or boundary. 2. an act or means of protecting oneself 
against unexpected occurrences: bought gold as a hedge 
against inflation. 3. a statement that does not commit 
the speaker too deeply or does not answer a question di- 
rectly. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to enclose with or separate by a 
hedge: They hedged their garden. 5. [~ + obj] to con- 
fine or restrict as if with a hedge: felt hedged in by alt the 
rules. 6. [~ + obj] to protect or lessen the bad effects of 
a possible loss by favoring or supporting more than one 
side: hedged his investments by buying many different 
stocks. 7. [no obj] to refuse to answer a question di- 
rectly. —hedg/er, n. (count) 

hedge-hog (hej/hog’, -hdg’) /‘hed3,hng, -,hog/ m. 
[count] an insect-eating animal with spiny hairs on the 
back and sides. 

hedge-row (hej/rd’) hed3,row/ n. HEDGE (def. 1). 
he-don-ism (héd/n iz’am) /‘hiydn,izoam/ n. (noncount) 
belief in or devotion to pleasure as a way of life. —he/- 
don-ist, n. (count) —he/don-is/tic, adj. 
hee-bie-jee-bies (hē/bē jé/béz) /‘hiybiy'd3iybiyz/ m. 
(plural; usually: the + ~) Informal. a feeling of nervous- 
ness; the jitters. 

heed (hed) /hiyd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to give careful atten- 
tion to: to heed a warning. —n. (noncount) 2. careful at- 
tention; notice: Take heed my warnings. —heed/ful, adj. 
—heed/less, adj. 

hee-haw (hé/ho’) /‘hiy,ho/ n. [count] 1. the sound made 
by a donkey. —v. [no obj] 2. to make the sound of a 
donkey; bray. 

heel’ (hel) /hiyl/ n. [count] 1. the back part of the foot in 
humans, below and behind the ankle. 2. the part of a 
stocking, shoe, etc., covering this part of the foot. 3. a 
solid raised base attached to the sole of a shoe under 
the back part of the foot: rubber heels. 4. heels, (plural) 
high-heeled shoes. 5. the end part of a loaf of bread. 6. 
the rear of the palm of the hand, next to the wrist. 7. 
control; subjugation: under the Heel of the dictator. —v. 
8. [~ + obj] to furnish or provide with heels: The shoe- 
maker heeled the slioes. 9. [no obj) (of a dog) to follow 
at one’s heels on command. —Idiom. 10. at one’s 
heels, close behind one: Tlie dogs were snapping at my 
heels, but I mtenaged to get away. 11. cool one’s heels, 
to wait or be kept waiting, esp. because of disdain or dis- 
courtesy: / Nad to cool my heels until the boss found 
time to see me. 12. down at (the) heel(s), dressed 
shabbily. 13. kick up one’s heels, to have an unusually 
lively, entertaining time. 14. on or upon the heels of, 
closely following: The police were hot on the heels of the 
criminals. 15. take to one’s heels, [no obj] to run away; 
take flight. 16. turn on one’s heel, to turn about sud- 
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denly, as in anger: turned on her heet and stormed out 
of the room. —heel/less, adj. 

heel? (hél) /hiyl/ v. (no obj] 1. (esp. of a ship) to lean or 
incline to one side; tilt: The torpedoed frigate was heel- 
ing to starboard. 2. a heeling movement; cant. 

heel? (hél) /hiyl/ n. [count] a dishonorable, dishonest, or 
contemptible person. 

heft (heft) /heft/ n. (noncount] 1. weight; heaviness. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to test the weight of by lifting and balancing: 
He hefted the spear. 

heft-y (hef/té) /'heftiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. heavy; 
weighty: a hefty dictionary. 2. mighty; powerful: a hefty 
line of football players. 3. large; substantial: a hefty in- 
crease in salary. —heft/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

he-gem-oeny (hi jem/ə nē, heja mō/nē) /hi'd3zemoniy, 
'hed3ə,mowniy/ n. [noncount] domination, esp. of one 
nation over others. 

he-giera (hi ji’ra, hejfar ə) /hi'd3ayro, ‘hed3ara/ n. 
[count], pt -ras. any flight to a more desirable place: a 
hegira across the border to safety. 

heif-er (hef/ar) /‘hefor/ n. [count] a young cow that is 
over a year old and has not produced a calf. 

height (hit) /hayt/ n. 1. [noncount] extent or distance 
upward: The plane gained height rapidly. 2. [count] dis- 
tance upward between the lowest and highest points: His 
height was about five feet, ten inches tall. 3. (count; usu- 
ally singular] the quality or degree of being high, tall, ele- 
vated, or at a high altitude: felt proud of her height. 4. 
Often, heights. (p/uraf a. a high place above a level; 
hill or mountain: the heights overlooking the old city. b. 
the highest part; apex; summit: to reach the heights in 
one’s profession. 5. [count; usually singular; often: the + 
~) the highest or most intense point, amount, or degree; 
peak: the height of pleasure; the height of rush hour. 

height-en (hit/n) /‘haytn/ v. to increase (the degree of); 
strengthen or intensify: [~ + obj]: to heighten one's 
awareness. [no obj): The tension heightened in the 
room}. 

Heim/lich maneu/ver (him/lik) /haymlrk/ n. (count; 
usually: the + ~] an emergency procedure to aid a per- 
son choking on food by applying sudden pressure with 
an inward and upward thrust of the fist to the victim’s up- 
per abdomen in order to force out of the throat whatever 
is blocking it. 

heinous (ha/nas) /‘heynas/ adj. very evil and hateful: 
Genocide is a heinous offense. —hei/nousely, adv. 
—hei/nous-ness, n. [noncount] 

heir (Ar) /eor/ n. [count] 1. a person who inherits or has 
a right to inherit from another person who dies: sole heir 
to the millionaire’s fortune; an heir to the throne. 2. a 
person or group considered as inheriting the qualities or 
endowments of those who went before: He was the heir 
to the great tradition of epic poets. 

heir-ess (ar/is) /‘egaris/ n. [count] a woman who is an 
heir. 

heir-loom (ar/loom/’) /'cor,luwm/ n. [count] a family 
possession handed down from generation to generation. 

heist (hist) /hayst/ n. [count] Slang. 1. a robbery or 
holdup. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to steal: They heisted the gold 
and jewels from the vault. 

held (held) /held/ v. pt. and pp. of Hoto'. 

hel-i-cal (hel/i kal, hé/li-) /‘helikal, 'hiyli-/ adj. shaped 
like a helix; spiral. 

hel-iscop-ter (hel/i kop’ter, hé/li-) /heli,koptor, ‘hiylr-/ 
n. [count] 1. a heavier-than-air craft that is lifted and 
kept in the air horizontally by rotating blades attached to 
its top. —v. 2. to travel or transport in a helicopter: [no 
obj]: The president helicoptered to the conference. [~ + 
obj]: She was helicoptered straight to the hospital. See 
-PTER-. 

-helio-, root. -helio- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “sun.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
APHELION, HELIUM, PERIHELION. 

hel-ieport (helə port’, -port’?, hē/lə-) /'helə port, 
-powrt, ‘hiyla-/ n. [count] a takeoff and landing place 
for helicopters. 

helium (hé4lé əm) /hiyliyom/ n. [noncount] an inert, 
gaseous element present in natural gas. See -HELIO-. 

he-lix (hē/liks) /'hiyliks/ n. [count], pt helices (hel/ə- 
sēz/) /‘hela,siyz/ he-lix-es. a spiral. 

hell (hel) /hel/ n. [noncourit] 1. the place or state of 
punishment where wicked people are believed to go after 
death; the place where evil and condemned spirits are 
sent. 2. any place or state of suffering or misery: This ill- 
ness has made her life hell. 3. the place where dead 
people go. 4. extreme disorder or confusion; chaos: All 
hell broke loose. 5. a severe scolding or punishment: / 
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gave her hell for coming in so late. 6. This word is used 
in various phrases in swearing to express anger, dis- 
missal, disgust, etc., or to express how strong one’s 
feelings are about a situation: [the + ~ + with): The hell 
with it! [as + ~]: He's guilty as hell. [a + ~ + of]: Hes a 
hell of a nice guy! (who/what(when/where/wltyjtow + the 
+, 7}: Who the hell was that? —interj. 7. This word is 
used alone in swearing to express irritation, disgust, sur- 
prise, etc.: Hell! I've lost my wallet. —v. 8. hell around, 
[no obj] Slang. to live or act in a wild manner: He helled 
around in Europe, then returued liome. —Idiom. 9. be 
hell on, [~ + obj] Slang. a. to be unpleasant to or pain- 
ful for: The news of her being fired will be hell on her 
fanuly. b. to be harmful to: These roads are hell on tires. 
10. come hell or high water, [no obj] whatever prob- 
lem, obstacle, or difficulty may come: You know I'll de- 
fend you come hell or high water. 11. for the hell of it, 
Informal. with no purpose other than sheer adventure or 
fun: went for a long drive just for the hell of it. 12. like 
hell, /nformal. a. with great speed, effort, intensity, etc.: 
We ran like hell. b. Also, the hell. This term is used to 
emphasize a speaker's denial or disagreement: He says 
the motor is reliable? The hell it is. 13. raise hell, Infor- 
mal. a. to indulge in wild celebration. b. to create an up- 
roar; object violently: /f you fire the principal the whole 
town will raise hell. 

he'll (hel; unstressed El, hil, il) /hiyl; unstressed iyl, hrl, 
tl/ contraction. a shortened form of he will: The doctor is 
in; hell see you now. 

hell-bent (hel/bent’) /hel,bent/ adj. [be + ~ + on) 1. 
stubbornly determined: He was hellbent on succeeding. 
—adv. 2. at terrific speed: riding hellbent for the border. 

hell-hole (hel/hdl4) “hel,howl/ n. [count] an extremely 
unpleasant place. 

hel-lion (hel/yan) /helyan/ n. [count] a troublesome, 
wild, rowdy, or mischievous person. 

hellish (hel/ish) /‘helif/ adj. extremely unpleasant or 
difficult; terrible: te hot, hellish climate; a hellish year in 
a prison camp. —hell/ishely, adv. 

hel-lo (he 157, ha-, hel75) /he'low, ho-, 'helow/ interj., n., 
pl. -los. —interj. 1. This word is used to express a greet- 
ing, answer a telephone, or attract attention: Hello, how 
are you? 2. This word is used to express surprise, won- 
der, etc.: “Hello, what's this?” said the detective. —n. 
[cont] 3. an act or instance of saying “hello”; greeting: a 
mumobled hello. 

helm (helm) /helm/ r. [comu] 1. a wheel, tiller, or appa- 
ratus by which a ship is steered. 2. at the helm, in the 
position of control. 

helmet (hel/mit) /helmit/ n. [count] a usually strong 
and hard covering worn on the head for protection. 
—hel/met-ed, adj. 

helmseman (helmz’man) /‘helmzmoan/_n. 
-men. a person who Steers a ship. 

help (help) /help/ v. 1. to provide what is necessary to 
accomplish a task or satisfy a need; aid; assist: [~ + 
obj}: He said he'd help me with my work. (~ + obj (+ 
to) + root form of verb): We helped him (to) get settled 
in. [~ (+ to) + root form of verb]: I helped (to) carry the 
groceries. [no obj}: | hope this money will help. 2. [~ + 
obj] to save; rescue: Help me, I'm falling! 3. [~ + obj] to 
be useful or profitable to: Your knowledge of languages 
will lelp you in your career. 4. cannot or can't help, a. 
stop oneself from: [~ + it]: I cart help it if | sneezed. [~ 
+ verb-ing): | can't help teasing him about it. [~ + but 
+ root form of verb): You can't help but admire her. b. 
[~ + obj; usually: be + helped] to prevent or stop: The 
disagreement could not be helped. 5. to (cause to) bring 
about improvement: [~ + obj]: A new rug miglu help 
the room. [no obj): I've tried those aspirins, but it doesn't 
help. 6. a. to serve oneself with: [~ + oneself): Do you 
want soine cake? Help yourself. [~ + oneself + to + 
obj): Help yourself to the cake. b. [~ + oneself + to + 
obj) to take or use: She helped herself to the pencils on 
my desk. c. [~ + oneself + to + obj] to take or use 
without asking permission: just lteiped himself to what- 
ever money had been left around. 7. [~ + obj) to wait 
on (a customer): “How may I help you?” asked the sales- 
clerk. 8. help out, to assist during a time of need: [no 
obj): Maybe this money will help out a little. [~ + obj + 
out): Cant you help lini out? (~ + out + obj): She 
helps out everyone who comes to her. —n. 9. [noncount]) 
aid; assistance: If she needs help, tell her to call me. 10. 
[count] a person or thing that helps: You were a tremer- 
dous help after the fire. 11. [noncount] assistants or em- 
ployees when thought of as a group: Hired new hielp at 
the shop. 12. [noncount] a means of dealing with some- 
thing: There is no help for the problem now. —inter. 13. 


[count], pl. 
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The word is used to call for assistance or to attract atten- 
tion: “Help!” she called, “I can't get up.” Idiom. 14. 
so help me (God), | am speaking the truth; on my 
honor. —help/er, n. [count] —-Usage. See CANNOT. 

help-ful (help/fal) /‘helpfal/ adj. giving aid or assistance: 
helpful comments; a lielpful person. —help/tul-ly, adv. 
—help/ful-ness, 1. [nonconnt] 

help-ing (hel/ping) /‘helpin/ n. [count] a portion of food. 

help-less (help/lis) helplis/ adj. 1. unable to help one- 
self; weak: a helpless newborn baby. 2. without aid or 
protection: The army was left helpless before the enemy 
bombardment. 3. weakened; powerless: helpless with 
laughter. —help/less-ly, adv. —help/less-ness, 1. [ron- 
count] 

help’mate’ (-mat’) /-,mcyt/ or -meet (-mét/) l- miyt/ r. 
[count] 1. a companion and helper. 2. a wife or hus- 
band. 

hel-ter-skel-ter (hel/tar skel/tar) /'heltər'skeltər/ adv. 
l. in great haste; headlong: running helter-skelter all 
over the house. 2. in a disorganized manner: clothes 
scattered Nelter-skelter about the room. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. carelessly hurried: a lelter-skelter rush. 4. dis- 
organized; haphazard. 

hem! (hem) /hem/ v., hemmed, hem-ming, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to form or sew a hem on: She lternmed the skirt. 
2. to enclose; surround: [~ + in + obj]: The cavalry had 
managed to hem in the enemy infantry. {~ + obj + in): 
A fence hemmed the sheep in. —n. [cont] 3. the bot- 
tom edge or border of a garment, drape, etc., esp. one 
made by folding back an edge and sewing it down. 
—hem/mer, r. [count] 

hem? (hem) /hem/ interj, n, v, hemmed, hem-ming. 
—interj. 1. This sound, resembling a slight clearing of the 
throat, is used esp. to attract attention or express doubt 
or hesitation. —n. [count] 2. the sound or the saying of 
“hem.” —yv. (no obj] 3. to utter the sound “hem.” 4. to 
hesitate in speaking: He hemmed a few moments, then 
answered. ——Idiom. 5. hem and haw, [no obj] a. to 
hesitate or falter while speaking: She henuned and 
hawed a moment, nervous from all the pressure. b. to 
avoid giving a direct answer: The candidate llemmmned and 
hawed when asked if he had ever used illegal drugs. 

he/-man/’, n. [count], pl. -men. a virile man. 

hem-i-sphere (hem/i sfér’) /‘hemr,sftor/ n. [comnt] 1. 
[often: Hemisphere] half of the earth; one of the halves 
into which the earth may be divided: the Western Hemi- 
sphere; the Southern Hemisphere. 2. a half of a sphere. 
—hem-i-spher-ic (hem/i sfer’ik) /\hemt'sfertk/ hemis 
spher/i-cal, adj. 

hemline (hem/lin’) /‘hem,layn/ n. [court] the bottom 
edge of a coat, skirt, etc. 

hem-lock (hem/lok’) /'hem,lok/ n. 1. [court] a poison- 
ous plant of the parsley family. 2. [noncount] a poison- 
ous drink made from this plant. 3. [count] Also called 
hem/lock spruce’. a tall cone-bearing tree of the pine 
family. 4. [noncount] the soft, light wood of a hemlock 
tree. 

hemo- or hema-, prefix. hemo- or hema- comes from 
Greek, where it has the meaning “blood.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: HEMOGLOBIN, HEMOPHILIA, HEMOR- 
RHAGE, HEMORRHOID. Also, esp. before a vowel, hem-. 

he-mo-glo-bin (he7ma_—gl6/bin, hem/a-) —/hi- 
ymo,glowbin, 'hemod-/ n. [voncournt] a protein appearing 
in red blood cells, which contains iron and carries oxygen 
from the lungs to the tissues of the body. 

he-mosphil-iea (hema fē ə, -fel’ya) /,hiymo'filiyo, 
-'fiylyd/ m. [noncount] an inherited disorder that shows 
its effects only in males, in which too much bleeding oc- 
curs from minor injuries because blood fails to clot prop- 
erly. —he-mosphil-ieac (hé/ma fil” ak’) /hiymo'filiy wk/ 
n. [count] See -PHIL-. 

hem-or-rhage (hem/ar ij, hem/rij) “hemarid3, 'hem- 
rid3/ 1, V., -rhaged, -rhag-ing. —n. 1. a flow or giving 
off of blood, esp. in large amounts: [moncount): the dan- 
ger of hemorrhage during the surgery. [connut]: The hem- 
orrhage can be prevented. —v. 2. to bleed a great deal; 
give off a great deal of blood: [no obj]: The patient was 
hemorrhaging. [~ + obj): hemorrhaging a great deal of 
blood. 3. [~ + obj] to lose in quantity: The company 
was liemorrhaging cash. —hem-or-rhag-ic (hem/- 
ə rajfik) /,hema'rad3ik/ adj. (before a noun: hemor- 
rhagic fever. 

hem-orsrhoid (hem/a roid’, hem/roid) hemo,royd, 
‘hemroyd/ n. Usually, hemorrhoids. (plural) a swollen 
blood vessel in the region of the anus. Also called pile. 

hemp (hemp) /hemp/ r. [roncount]) 1. marijuana, a tall 
Asian plant widely grown for its fiber and for the drugs 
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that can be made from it. 2. the tough fiber of this plant. 
3. an intoxicating drug, as marijuana, prepared from the 
hemp plant. 

hen (hen) /hen/ n. [count] 1. the female of the domestic 
fowl. 2. the female of any bird. 

hence (hens) /hens/ adv. 1. for this reason; therefore: 
The new secretary was caught stealing and hence must 
be fired. 2. from this time; from now: in a month hence. 
3. from this source or origin: Hence the knight set forth 
on a quest. 

hence-forth (hens/forth’, -f6rth’; hens/forth’, -forth’) 
/ hens'forð, -'fowrO;'hens,for0, -,fowr0/ also hence-for- 
ward (-fôr/wərd, -f6r/-) /-'forward, -'fowr-/ adv. from 
now on; from this point forward. 

hencheman (hench’moen) /'hentfmən/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. 1. a person hired by another to do dishonest or il- 
legal acts, esp. a member of a criminal gang. 2. a 
trusted supporter or follower. 

henena (hen/ə) /‘hens/ n. [noncount]) 1. a reddish or- 
ange dye used esp. in coloring the hair. 2. a color be- 
tween red-brown and orange-brown, —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
tint or dye with henna: hennaed her hair. 

hen-peck (hen/pek’) /‘hen,pek/ v. [~ + obj] to find 
continual fault with (one’s husband). 

hep-asti-tis (hep/a ti’tis) /,hepo'taytis/ n. [noncount] in- 
flammation of the liver. 

hep-ta-gon (hep/ta gon’) /‘hepts,gon/ n. [count] a 
shape having seven sides. 

her (hdr; unstressed hər, ər) /har; unstressed hər, ər/ 
pron. 1. the form of the pronoun SHE, used as a direct or 
indirect object, or sometimes after the verb be: We saw 
her this morning. | gave her the message. 2. a form of 
the pronoun SHE used to show possession or some rela- 
tion: Her coat is on the chair. Compare HERS. —n. 
[count] 3. Informal. a female: Is the new baby a him ora 
her? 

hereald (her/ald) /‘herald/ n. [count] 1. a royal or official 
messenger. 2. a person or thing that comes before; fore- 
runner; harbinger: The swallows are heralds of spring. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to signal the coming of; usher in: Daf- 
fodils herald the arrival of spring. 

he-raledic (he ral’dik, ha-) /he'rældık, ho-/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to heralds or heraldry. 

herealdery (her’al dré) /‘heratdriy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
study of coats of arms and of noble families. 2. heraldic 
designs. 

herb (iirb) /arb/ n. [count] a plant whose stem above 
ground does not become woody, esp. one valued for the 
medicine made from it, for its flavor, or for its scent. 
—her-ba-ceous (hiir ba’shas, tr-) /har'beyfas, ar-/ adj. 

herbeal (Gr/bal, hiir’-) /'srbəl, 'har-/ adj. [before a nour) 
of or relating to herbs; made from herbs: herbal tea. 

herb-al-ist (hur/be list, ûr7-) /‘harbalist, '3r-/ n. [count] 
a person who collects or deals in medicinal herbs. 

herbeiecide (hir/ba sid’, ûr/-) /‘h3arba,sayd, ‘3r-/ n. 
[count] a substance or chemical for killing plants, esp. 
weeds. —her-bi-cid-al (hûr/bə sid/l, Ur/-) /,harbo'saydl, 
,ar-/ adj. See -CIDE-. 

her-biveore (hûr/bə vor’, -vor’) /‘harba,vor, -,vowr/ n. 
[count] an animal that eats plants. See -vor-. 

her-biv-orrous (har biv’or as, ûr-) /har'bivoras, 3r-/ adj. 
feeding on plants. See -vor-. 

her-cuele-an (hir/kya lé’an, hûr kyoo/lé-) /,harkya'liyon, 
har'kyuwtiy-/ adj. requiring great strength: a herculean 
task. 

herd (hurd) /hard/ n. [count] 1. a number of animals 
feeding, traveling, or kept together; drove; flock: a herd 
of zebras. 2. a cohesive group of people; crowd: a herd 
of autograph seekers. 3. the herd, people in general; 
masses: didn't associate with the common herd. —v. 4. 
[no obj] to unite or move in a herd: The tourists all 
herded into the tiny restaurant. 5. [~ + obj] to gather 
into or as if into a herd: The guide herded her tourists 
into the ancient cathedral. —Idiom. 6. ride herd on, 
[~ + obj) to maintain control or discipline over: rode 
herd on the employees. —herd/er, n. [count] 
herdseman (hûrdz/mən) /h3rdzmon/ m. [count], pl. 
-men. the keeper of a herd, esp. of cattle or sheep; 
herder. 

here (hér) /hior/ adv. 1. in or at this place: Put the pen 
here. 2. to or toward this place: Come here. 3. at this 
point in an action, speech, etc.: Here the speaker 
paused. 4. in this instance or case; under consideration: 
The matter here is of grave concern. 5. The word here is 
used as the first word in a sentence to call attention to 
some person or thing, or to what the speaker has, offers, 
or discovers. The verb of a sentence like this usually 
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does not take an object, or else it is the verb Be. The 
subject of the verb is never the word here; the subject ei- 
ther comes after the verb, or, if it is a pronoun, it comes 
before the verb. It is the subject that decides which form 
of the verb, singular or plural, should be used: [~ + verb 
+ subject): Here comes the bride. Here is your pay- 
check. Here come the boys. Here are the tickets. [~ + 

pronoun subject + verb]: Here she is! Here they are. 6. 
The word here is used to mean “present,” as when the 
speaker is answering a roll call: Please say “here” when 
your name is called. —n. [noncount) 7. this place or 
point: The next town is a long way from here. —adj. 8. 
The word here is sometimes used for emphasis with a 
noun that has the word THIS or THESE before it. The word 
here may come after the noun (a usage considered 
standard), as in: this package here, or before the noun (a 
usage considered nonstandard): this here package. 
—interj. 9. The word here is used to command attention, 
give comfort, etc.: Here, here, now, don't Cry. —Idiom. 
10. here and now, without delay; immediately: / want to 
know here and now what your plans are. 11. here and 
there, in or to this place and that; in or to various 
places; scattered about: We looked here and there for 
her. 12. here goes, [no obj] This phrase is used to ex- 
press the speaker's determination when beginning a bold 
or unpleasant action: walked to the edge, said “Here 
goes,” and jumped. 13. here’s to, [~ + obj] This 
phrase is used in offering a toast to someone or some- 
thing: Here's to the New Year. 14. neither here nor 
there, unimportant: Personal wants are neither here nor 
there in a national emergency. 15. the here and now, 
the immediate present: It's the here and now, not the fi- 
ture, we're worried about. 

-here-, root. -here- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “cling, stick tight.” It is related to -HES-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: ADHERE, ADHERENT, CO- 
HERE, COHERENCE, COHERENT, INCOHERENCE, INCOHERENT. See 
-HES-. 

here-a-bout (hēr/ə bout’) /‘hioro,bawt/ also here/a- 
bouts’, adv. about this place; in this neighborhood. 

here-af-ter (hér af/tar) /hior'eftor/ adv. 1. in the future; 
from now on: FII forgive this one mistake, but hereafter 
there can be no more. —n. (count; singular; the + ~] 2. 
a life or existence after death: May we meet again in the 
hereafter. 

here-by (hér bi’, hér/bi’) /hior'bay, ‘hior,bay/ adv. by 
this action, document, etc.: / hereby resign (= By saying 
or writing this, | resign). 

he-redsittarey (ha red/i ter’é) /ho'redi,teriy/ adj. 1. 
passing, or capable of passing, naturally from parent to 
young through the genes: a hereditary disease. 2. of or 
relating to inheritance: a hereditary title. 3. [before a 
noun) existing because of tradition: hereditary enemies 
for centuries. —he-red-i-tar-i-ly (ho red/i tar’a le) /hore- 
di'tearaliy/ adv. 

he-red-ietty (hə red/i tē) /ha'reditiy/ n. [noncount] the 
passing on of qualities, characteristics, or traits from par- 
ents to their young through the genes. 

hereein (hér in’) /hior'in/ adv. in or into this place, situ- 
ation, circumstance, etc.: all the words contained herein. 

here-of (hér uv’, -ov/’) /hior'av, -'ov/ adv. of or concern- 
ing this: more hereof later. 

her-e-sy (her’a sé) /‘herasiy/ n., pl. -sies. 1. religious 
opinion or doctrine that is different from or opposed to 
the accepted doctrine: [count]: People used to be burned 
at the stake for such heresies. [noncount): judged guilty 
of heresy. 2. [noncount; count] any belief or theory 
strongly different from or opposed to established beliefs, 
customs, etc. 

her-ertic (her/i tik) /herittk/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
claims to believe in a church but holds opinions opposed 
to those of the church. 2. a person who does not believe 
in an established view or doctrine. —he-ret-i-cal (hə- 
ret/i kal) /ho'retikol/ adj. 

here-to (hér too’) /hior'tuw/ also hereeuneto (hēr- 
un/tdo, hér/un too’) /htor'antuw, ,hioran'tuw/ adv. to this 
matter or document. 

here-to-fore (hér/ta fOr’, -f6r’) /;hiarta'for, -'fowr/ adv. 
before this time. 

here-with (hér with’, -with’) /hior'wi9, -'wid/ adv. along 
with this; by means of this; hereby. 

her-it-age (her/i tij) “heritid3/ n. [count; usually singu- 
lar} something that comes or belongs to one by reason 
of being born to certain parents, born at a certain time, 
or in a certain country, esp. the traditions and ways of 
life. 

her-maph-ro-dite (hûr maf/ra dit’) /har'miefra,dayt/ n. 
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[count] a living thing in which reproductive organs of 
both sexes are present. —her-maph-ro-dit-ic (hur maf/- 
ra dit7ik) /har,maefra'ditik/ adj. 

hersmeteic (har met/ik) /har'metik/ also heremet/i- 
cal, adj. made, sealed, or closed so tightly that no air 
can escape. —her-met/i-cal-ly, adv. 

hermit (har/mit) /‘harmit/ n. [count] a person who lives 
in solitude, esp. for reasons of religion. 

her-mit-age (hůr/mi tij /harmitid3/ n. 
place where a hermit lives. 

her-niea (hûr/nē ə) /'hsrniyə/ n. (count), pl. -nieas, -nieae 
(-né ē/) /-niy,iy/. the sticking out of a body organ or tis- 
sue through an opening in its surrounding walls, esp. a 
part of the intestine sticking out. —her/ni-al, adj. 

hero (hēr/ō) /'hiərow/ n. [count], pl. -roes; for 4 also 
-ros. 1. a man who is famous for his courage or ability 
and admired for his brave deeds and noble qualities. 2. 
any person who is thought of as a model to follow: an 
athlete who is a hero to kids. 3. the principal male char- 
acter in a story, play, film, etc. 4. Also, hero sandwich. 
a sandwich made of a long roll cut lengthwise and con- 
taining such ingredients as meat, cheese, lettuce, and to- 
matoes. 

heerosic (hi rō/ik) /hi'rowik/ adj. Also, he-ro/i-cal. 1. of, 
relating to, or like a hero or heroine. 2. having or involv- 
ing daring or forceful action: took heroic measures to 
save the child’s life. 3. [before a noun] dealing with he- 
roes and heroines: heroic literature. —n. 4. heroics, 
[plural] language or behavior that is flamboyantly heroic: 
Leave the heroics to the police. —hesrro/iecalely, adv. 

hereorin (her/0 in) /‘herowin/ n. [noncount]) a white 
powder made from morphine that is narcotic and addic- 
tive. 

her-o-ine (her/6 in) /‘herowin/ n. [count] 1. a woman 
who is famous for her courage or ability and admired for 
her brave deeds and noble qualities. 2. the principal fe- 
male character in a story, play, film, etc. 

her-o-ism (her/6 iz/am) /‘herow,zom/ n. [nonconnt] 1. 
the qualities of a hero or heroine; bravery. 2. heroic con- 
duct. 

her-on (her/an) /‘heran/ n. [count] a long-legged, long- 
necked wading bird usually having a long bill. 

he’ro sand/wich, n. Hero (def. 4). 

her-pes (htir/péz) /‘harpiyz/ n. [noncount] any of several 
viral diseases in which blisters appear on the skin or mu- 
cous membranes. 

her-ring (her/ing) /‘herin/ n., pi. (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -ring, (esp. for kinds or species) -rings. an 
important food fish of the N Atlantic. 

herring-bone (her/ing b6n’) /‘herin,bown/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a pattern of vertical rows of slanting lines, ei- 
ther shaped in a V or an inverted V, used in bricks, fab- 
rics, textiles, etc. —adj. [before a noun) 2. woven in a 
pattern of herringbone: herringbone tweed. 

hers (hûrz) /h3rz/ pron. a form of the pronoun SHE used 
to show possession, or to mean “that or those belonging 
to her’: Are you a friend of hers? [be + ~]: The red um- 
brella is hers. 

her-self (har self”) /hor'self/ pron. 1. the form of the 
pronoun SHE, a reflexive pronoun, used to show that the 
subject of the sentence and this pronoun (a direct object, 
indirect object, or an object of a preposition) refer to the 
same female person: Anne supports herself (= Anne 
supports Anne). 2. (used to give emphasis): The queen 
herself wrote the letter. 3. (used in place of SHE Or HER in 
various constructions where it is clear from some previ- 
ous discussion who the female is): The producer and 
herself were not on speaking terms. (= The producer 
and some female we were talking about recently were 
not on speaking terms). 4 her normal or customary self: 
After a few weeks of rest, she will be herself again. 

he’s (héz; unstressed ēz) /hiyz; unstressed iyz/ contrac- 
tion. 1. a shortened form of he is: He's late again. 2. a 
shortened form of he has: He's already gone to bed. 

-hes-, root. -hes- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “cling, stick to.” It is related to -HERE-. This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ADHESIVE, COHESIVE, 
HESITATE. 

hes-ietant (hez/i tant) /hezitont/ adj. tending to hesi- 
tate; undecided or doubtful; uncertain: a hesitant man- 
ner. —hes/itan-cy, n. [noncount] —hes/i-tantely, adv. 
See -HES-. 

hes-i-tate (hez/i tat’) /‘hezi,tcyt/ v., -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 1. 
[no obj] to wait or pause because of doubt, fear, or inde- 
cision; vacillate: She hesitated before taking the job. 2. 
[~ + to + verb] to have doubts about; be uncertain 
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about: He hesitated to break the law. —hes/i-tat/ing-ly, 
adv. See -HES-. 

hes-i-ta-tion (hez/i ta’shan) /,hezi'teyfon/ n. an act of 
hesitating: [noncount): a moment of hesitation. (count): 
After a momentary hesitation, the general gave the com- 
mand. See -HES-. 

het-er-o (het/a rō) /‘hetorow/ n. [count], pl. -ereos. 1. a 
heterosexual person. —adj. 2. heterosexual. 

-hetero-, root. -letero- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “the other of two; different.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: HETEROGENEOUS, HETEROSEXUAL. 

het-er-o-dox (het/er a doks’) /‘hetora,doks/ adj. not 
agreeing with established doctrines, esp. in theology. 
—het/er-o-dox’y, n. [nonconunt] See -HETERO-, -DOX-. 

het-er-o-ge-ne-ous (het/ar a jé/né as, -jén/yas) /,heto- 

ro'd3iyniyas, -'d3iynyas/ adj. composed of parts of dif- 
ferent kinds; mixed. —het-er-o-ge-ne-iety (het/a rō jə- 
nei tē) /,hetorowd3oa'niyitiy/ het/er-o-ge/ne-ous-ness, 
n. (noncount) —het/er-o-ge/ne-ous-ly, adv. See -HET- 
ERO-, -GEN-. 

heterosexual (het/ar ə sek/shoo əl) /,heto- 
ra'sekfuwol/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or showing behavior 
that indicates attraction to the opposite sex. 2. of or re- 
lating to the opposite sex or to both sexes: a heterosex- 
ual relationship. —n. (count) 3. a person attracted to the 
opposite sex. —het-er-o-sex-uealeiety (het/ar ə sek- 
shoo ai tē) /,hetorasekfuw'alitiy/ n. {noncount] See 
-HETERO-. 

heurrisetic (hydo ris/tik) /hyo'ristik/ adj. 1. encouraging 
a person to learn, discover, understand, or solve prob- 
lems on his or her own, as by experimenting, evaluating 
possible answers or solutions, or by trial and error, and 
not by relying on rules or formulas: a heuristic teaching 
method. —n. [count] 2. a heuristic method or argument. 
—heurris/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

hew (hyo) /hyuw/ v., hewed, hewed or hewn, hew-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to strike forcibly with a cutting instrument, 
as an ax. 2. [~ + obj] to shape or smooth with cutting 
blows: to hew a statue from marble. 3. [~ (+ down) + 
obj] to cut down: trees hewed down by the storm, 4. [~ 
+ to + obj] to uphold or act in agreement with: fo hew 
to a party line. —hew/er, n. [connt] 

hex (heks) /heks/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to bewitch: They were 
hexed by the wicked witch. 2. to bring bad luck to; jinx. 
—n. [count] 3. a spell; charm; jinx. 

-hexa-, root. hexa- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “six.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
HEXAGON, HEXAMETER. 

hex-asgon (hek’sa gon’, -gan) /'heksa,gon, -gan/ n. 
[count] a figure having six angles and six sides. —hex- 
ag-o-nal (hek sag/a nl) /hek'swegonl/ adj. See -HEXA-. 

hex-am-e-ter (hek sami tar) /hek'sæmıtər/ n. (count) a 
line of poetry having six important metrical feet. See 
-HEXA-. 

hey (ha) /hey/ interj. This word is used to call attention 
or to express pleasure, surprise, bewilderment, etc.: Hey, 
come back here, you! 

hey-day (ha/da’) /‘hey,dey/ n. (count; usually singular) 
the stage or period of greatest strength, life, success, 
etc.; prime: the heyday of the silent movies. 

HF, an abbreviation of: high frequency. 

het., an abbreviation of: height. 

hgwy., an abbreviation of: highway. 

H.H., an abbreviation of: 1. Her Highness; His Highness. 
2. His Holiness. 

hi (hi) /hay/ interj. This word is used as an informal 
greeting: Hi, how are you? 

HI, an abbreviation of: Hawaii. 

hiatus (hi ā/təs) /hay'cytas/ n. [count], pl. -tus-es, 
-tus. a break or interruption in something, such as work, 
a series, or some action. 

hiebaechi (hi bä/chē) /hi'batfiy/ n. [count], pl. -chis. a 
small cooking device consisting of a hollowed container 
for charcoal covered with a grill. 

hibernate (hi/bar nat’) /‘haybor,neyt/ v. [no obj), 
-nat-ed, -nateing. to spend the winter in a state resem- 
bling sleep, as bears do. —hi-ber-nastion (hi/bar na/- 
shan) /,haybor'neyfon/ n. tnoncount] —hi/ber-na/tor, n. 
[count] 

hi-bis-cus (hi bis’kas, hi-) /hay'biskas, hi-/ n. [count], pi. 
-cus-es. a woody plant having large, showy yellow or red 
flowers. 

hic-cup or hicecough (hik/up, -ap) /‘hikap, -ap/ n., v. 
hic-cuped or hic-cupped or hicecoughed (hik/upt, -apt) 
hikapt, -apt/, -cupeing or -cup-ping or -cough-ing. 
=n. [count] 1. a sharp gulping sound in the throat 
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caused by the rapid intake of air following a spasm of the 
muscle that causes breathing. 2. Usually, hiccups. [p/u- 
ral) an attack of hiccups: / have the hiccups. —v. [no obj) 
3. to make a hiccup. 4. to make the sound like a hiccup: 
The motor hiccuped as it started. 

hick (hik) /hik/ n. [count] 1. an unsophisticated person 
from the country; rube. —adj. [before a noun] 2. UNSO- 
PHISTICATED: a hick town. 

hick-oery (hik’o rē, hik/ré) /‘hikoriy, 'hikriy/ n., pl. -ries. 
1. [count] a North American tree of the walnut family. 2. 
[noncount] the wood of this tree. 

hid (hid) /hid/ v. pt. or pp. of HIDE. 

hide’ (hid) /hayd/ v., hid, hid-den (hid’n) /‘hidn/ or hid, 
hid-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to conceal (something) from sight: 
Where did the crooks hide the money? 2. to conceal 
(oneself); remain so that one cannot be seen: [no obj]: | 
hid in the closet. [~ + oneself]: I hid myself in the 
closet. 3. [~ + obj] to cover the view of: The sun was 
hidden by the clouds. 4. [~ + obj] to conceal (some- 
thing) from the knowledge of others; keep secret: He was 
never able to hide his true feelings about her. 5. hide 
out, [10 obj] to go into or remain in hiding: The spies 
were hiding out in the farmhouse. —hid/er, n. (count) 

hide? (hid) /hayd/ n., v., hid-ed, hid-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
the raw skin of a large animal, as a cow or horse: making 
hides into teather. 2. Informal. the life or welfare of a 
person: turned informer to save his own hide. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. Informal. to give a beating to; thrash. —Idiom. 
4. hide (n)or hair, This phrase is used in negative sen- 
tences or questions to mean “a trace or evidence, as of 
something missing”: / haven't seen hide nor hair of them 
since last week. 5. tan one’s hide, to give a beating (to): 
promised to tan his hide. 

hide’-and-seek/’, n. [noncount] a children’s game in 
which one player gives the other players a chance to hide 
and then tries to find them. Also called hide’-and-go/- 
seek’. 

hideaway (hid’a wa’) /‘haydo,wey/ n. [count] a place 
to which a person can retreat, as for relaxation or soli- 
tude. 

hide-bound (hid/bound’) /‘hayd,bawnd/ adj. narrow and 
rigid in opinion; inflexible: Hidebound board members 
who don't recognize innovation. 

hid-e-ous (hid/é as) /‘hidiyas/ adj. 1. horrible or frightful 
to the senses; repulsive; very ugly: a hideous monster. 2. 
shockingly bad or evil: hideous crimes. 3. causing dis- 
tress; appalling: a hideous expense. —hid/e-ous-ly, adv. 
—hid’e-ous-ness, n. [Lvoncount] 

hide-out or hide-out (hid/out’) /‘hayd,awt/ n. [conni] a 
safe place for hiding, esp. from the law. 

hid-ing' (hi/ding) /‘haydin/ n. [nonconnt] the state of 
being hidden from others: The crooks went into hiding. 
hid-ing? (hi/ding) /‘haydin/ n. [count] a beating. 
hi-er-ar-chy (hi/o rar’ké, hi/rar-) /‘haya,rarkiy, ‘hayrar-/ 
n. [count], pl. -chies. 1. any system of persons or things 
ranked one above another. 2. the persons in authority or 
having the highest power: the party hierarchy. —hi-er-ar- 
chic (hi/a rar/kik) /,hayo'rarkik/ hi/er-ar’chi-cal, adj. 
—hi/er-ar’chi-calely, adv. See -ARCH-. 

hi-er-o-glypheic (hiar ə gliffik, hi/ra-) /,hayaro'ghfik, 
jhayra-/ adj. Also, hi/er-o-glyph/i-cal. 1. of a type of 
writing in which pictures or symbols represent ideas: The 
ancient Egyptians used a hieroglyphic system of writing. 
2. hard to figure out; hard to read. —n. [Count] 3. Also, 
hifer-o-glyph’. a hieroglyphic symbol. 4. Usually, 
hieroglyphics. [pluran hieroglyphic writing. 5. 
hieroglyphics, [pfuraf) characters or symbols that are 
difficult to understand. 

hi-fi (hi/fi7) /'hay'fay/ n., pl. -fis, adj. —n. 1. [noncount] 
HIGH FIDELITY. 2. [count] a phonograph, radio, or other 
sound-reproducing apparatus that produces high quality 
sound: an expensive hi-fi in the living room. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. of, relating to, or characteristic of hi-fi: an 
expensive hi-fi radio. 

hig-gle-dy-pig-gle-dy (hig’al dé pig’al dē) /'higo- 
Idiy'pigaldiy/ adv. in a confused, disorderly manner: 
papers scattered higgledy-piggledy. 

high (hi) /hay/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. (of 
things) having a considerable height; tall; lofty: a high 
wall, 2. (of things) having a specified height: The tree is 
20 feet high. 3. located above the ground; elevated: a 
high ledge. 4. greater than or going beyond the usual 
degree, measure, or amount: High speed; higli prices. 5. 
honorable; worthy of being admired; good: high moral 
principles. 6. exalted or important, as in rank, station, or 
eminence: a high government official. 7. of great conse- 
quence; grave: guilty of high treason. 8. elevated in 


350 


pitch: high notes. 9. extending to or from an elevation: a 
high dive. 10. (before a noun] extravagant; luxurious: fiv- 
ing the high life. 11. merry; happy: They were in high 
spirits. 12. [be + ~] intoxicated, drunk, or under the in- 
fluence of alcohol or narcotic drugs. 13. [before a noun] 
complicated; advanced: an expert in high finance. 14. re- 
lating to or being the gear of a transmission at which the 
drive shaft speed and the speed of the engine crankshaft 
correspond most closely. —adv. 15. at or to a high point, 
place, or level: The hawk was circling high above the 
field. 16. richly; luxuriously; extravagantly: to lve high. 
—n. 17. {noncount] the high gear of a transmission. 18. 
[count] an atmospheric pressure system having relatively 
high pressure at its center. 19. [count] a high or the 
highest point, place, or level; peak: a record high for un- 
employment. 20. [count] a. an intoxicated state caused 
by alcohol or narcotic drugs: on a high from the drug. b. 
a period of sustained excitement: They've been on a high 
ever since their engagement. —Idiom. 21. high and 
dry, deserted; stranded; left alone: was left high and dry 
without money or friends. 22. high and low, in every 
possible place: to search high and low. 23. high on, [be 
+ ~] enthusiastic about: We're very high on the new ex- 
ecutive we hired. 24. high time, [~ + (that) clause] a 
time or moment that is nearly too late: Its high time 
(that) he got out of bed. 25. on high, a. above: looking 
down from on high. b. in heaven. 

high-born (hi/bérn’) /‘hay,born/ adj. of high rank by 
birth; noble. 

high-boy (hi/boi’) /‘hay,boy/ n. [count] a tall chest of 
drawers on legs. 

high-brow (hi/brou’) /‘hay,braw/ n. [count] a person 
with superior intellectual or cultural interests and tastes. 

high-echair (hi/char’) /‘hay,tfeor/ n. (count) a tall chair 
with arms and long legs and usually a removable tray for 
food, for use by a very young child during meals. 

high’er educa/tion, n. [noncount] education from a 
college or university. 

high/’er-up/’, n. [count] a person of high authority in an 
organization. 

high-fa-lu-tin (hi/fe loot’n) /hayfa'luwtn/ also high-fa- 
lusting (-loc/ting, -loot/n) /-'luwtin, -'luwtn/ adj. Infor- 
mal. acting as if one were superior to others; pompous; 
haughty; pretentious. 

high’ fidel/ity, n. [moncount] sound reproduction over 
the full range of frequencies that can be heard by the hu- 
man ear, with very little distortion of the signal. Also 
called hi-fi. —high/-fi-del/i-ty, adj. 

high/’-five’, n., v, -fived, -fiveing. —n. [count] 1. a 
gesture of greeting, friendship, or triumph in which one 
person slaps the upraised palm of the hand against that 
of another. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to greet with a high-five. 

high’-flown’, adj. 1. extravagant: some impossible, 
high-flown ideas. 2. (of language) pretentious; bombas- 
tic: high-flown oratory. 

high’-hand/ed, adj. unfair or arbitrary, as from using 
one’s power capriciously: the boss's high-handed way of 
treating employees. —high’-hand/ed-ly, adv. —high/- 
hand/ed:-ness, n. (voncount) 

high’ jinks’, n. (pfiraf wild or boisterous fun, celebra- 
tion, or merrymaking. 

higheland (hi/landz) /‘haylondz/ n. 1. highlands, [plural 
a mountainous region or elevated part of a country. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. of, relating to, or characteristic 
of highlands: danced a highland fling. 

high/-lev’el, adj. [before a noun] 1. of or involving 
participants having high status: a high-level meeting. 2. 
having high status: high-level executives. 3. (of a com- 
puter programming language) based on a vocabulary of 
Englishlike statements for writing program code: a high- 
level language like BASIC. 

high-light (hi/lit”) “hay,layt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to empha- 
size or make (something) stand out: The paper highlights 
the difficulties of the working poor. 2. to mark with a felt- 
tip pen that makes printed matter stand out: highlighted 
important passages of the textbook. 3. to create high- 
lights in: The hairdresser highlighted her hair. —n. 
[count] 4. Also, high’ light’. a memorable or enjoyable 
event, scene, etc.: When she was promoted, it was the 
highlight of her career. 5. an area of contrasting light- 
ness or brightness: brown hair with blonde highlights. 

highely (hi7lé) /‘hayliy/ adv. 1. extremely: highly amus- 
ing; highly spiced food. 2. with high appreciation or 
praise: They spoke highly of you. 3. generously: a highly 
paid consultant. 

high’-mind/’ed, adj. having or showing high or strict 
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moral principles or feelings. —high’-mind’ed-ly, adv. 
—high’-mind’ed-ness, n. (rionconnt) 

high-ness (hi/nis) /‘haynis/ n. 1. [moncount) the quality 
or state of being high; loftiness. 2. [count; Highness] 
This word is used as a title of honor for members of a 
royal family. It is usually preceded by the pronouns Vis, 
Her, Your, and more rarely Our, Their. His Royal High- 
ness, the Prince of Wales. 

high-pow-ered (hi/pou/ard) /‘hay'paward/ adj. 1. very 
energetic and capable: high-powered executives. 2. 
forceful and aggressive: high-powered sales tactics. 3. 
very powerful: a high-powered telescope. 

high’-pres/sure, adj., v., -sured, -sur-ing. —adj. 1. 
having or involving a pressure above the normal: a high- 
pressure weather front. 2. involving a high degree of 
stress; demanding: a high-pressure job. 3. vigorous; per- 
sistent; aggressive: a high-pressure sales pitch. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 4. to use aggressive or forceful sales tactics on 
(someone): high-pressured into buying a car. 

high’-rise’ or high/rise’, adj. [before a noun) 1. (of a 
building) having many stories. —n. [count] 2. Also, high’ 
rise’, high-riser. a high-rise building. 

highsroad (hi/rdd/) /‘hay,rowd/ n. [count] 1. Chiefly Brit. 
HIGHWAY. 2. an easy or ethical course: the highroad to 
SUCCESS. 

high’ school’, n. a school that usually has grades 9 or 
10 through 12: [count]: She went to a fairly good high 
school. [noncount): went to high school for four years. 

high’ sea’, n. Usually, high seas. [p/ural; usually: the 
+ ~] the open sea or ocean, esp. beyond the territorial 
waters of a country. 

high’-sound/ing, adj. having an impressive or grand 
sound: high-sounding titles. 

high’-spir/ited, adj. having or showing energy, enthu- 
siasm, and eagerness. 

high’-strung’, adj. being highly sensitive or nervous. 

high-tail (hi/tal’) /‘hay,teyl/ v. [no obj) Informal. 1. to 
leave rapidly: had hightailed out of town. —Idiom. 2. 
hightail it, to hurry: hightailed it out of here. 

high’-tech’, n. [nmoncount) 1. HIGH TECHNOLOGY. 2. a 
Style of design for the interior of a house, apartment, of- 
fice, etc., using or resembling materials or designs found 
in industry. —adj. [before a noun) 3. relating to or sug- 
gesting high-tech: high-tech office design. 

high’ technol/ogy, n. [noncount] technology that uses 
very advanced equipment and engineering techniques. 

high/’-ten/sion, adj. (before a noun) carrying or using 
high voltage: High-tension wire. 

high’-test/’, adj. (of gasoline) boiling at a relatively low 
temperature. 

high’ tide’, n. the tide at its highest level of elevation: 
[count]: High tides along the beaches vary. [noncount): 
High tide is at 6 p.m. 

highway (hi/wa’) /‘hay,wey/ n. [count] a main road, 
esp. one between towns or cities. See illustration at LAND- 
SCAPE. 

high-way-man (hi/wa/msen) /‘hay,weymoan/ n. [court], 
pl. -men. a robber who holds up travelers on a public 
road. 

hiejack or high:jack (hi/jak’) /‘hay,d3ek/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to seize (an airplane or other vehicle) by threat or by 
force, esp. for ransom or political aims: The terrorists hi- 
Jacked the plane. 2. to steal (cargo) from a truck or other 
vehicle after forcing it to stop: to hijack a load of whiskey. 
—n. [count] 3. an act or instance of hijacking. —hi/- 
jack/er, n. (count) 

hike (hik) /hayk/ v., hiked, hik-ing, n. —v. 1. [no obj] to 
go on a hike: fo hike through the woods. 2.[~ + up] to 
move up out of place or position: My shirt hikes up if ł 
don't wear a belt. 3. to move or raise with a jerk: [~ + 
up + obj): to hike up one’s socks. [~ + obj + up): to 
hike one’s socks up. 4. [~ + obj) to increase, often 
sharply and unexpectedly: to hike the price of milk. —n. 
[count] 5. a long walk or march for pleasure, exercise, 
military training, or the like. 6. an increase in quantity: a 
hike in wages. —hik/er, n. [count] 

hi-lar-icous (hi lar’7é as, -lar’-) /ht'leoriyas, -'lær-/ adj. 
extremely funny: a hilarious joke. —hi-lar/i-ous+ly, adv. 

hilarity (hi lari tē, -lar/-) /hr'learttiy, -'ker-/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being hilarious. 

hill (hil) /hil/ n. [count] 1. a natural elevation of the 
earth's surface, smaller than a mountain: They learned to 
ski on a small hilt. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. an in- 
cline; slope: a slight hill at the end of the street. 3. an ar- 
tificiat heap, pile, or mound: a hill of trash. —Idiom. 4. 
over the hill, advanced in age or no longer at one’s best 
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in performance: a football player over the hilt at 35 years 
of age. 

hillbilly (hil7bil/@) /‘hil,brliy/ a, pi -lies, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. ORen Disparaging. a person from a backwoods 
area. —adj. 2. of or relating to hillbillies: Aitbilty snusic. 

hillock (hil/ok) /‘hilok/ n. [count] a small hill. 

hill-side (hil’sid’) /‘hilsayd/ n. [const] the side of a hill. 

hill-top (hil/top’) /'hil,top/ n. [count] the top of a hill. 

hilly (hil7é) /‘hiliy/ adj., -ieer, -i-est. full of hills. 

hilt (hilt) /hilt/ n. [count] 1. the handle of a sword, knife, 
or dagger. —-Idiom. 2. to the hilt, completely; fully: 
played the role to the hilt. 

him (him) /him/ pron. 1. the form of the pronoun He, 
used as a direct or indirect object: I see him tomorrow. 
Give him the message. 2. the form of the pronoun HE 
sometimes used after the verb fo be, where strict formal 
usage requires he: Who's at the door? —It’s him again. 
3. This form of HE is sometimes used instead of the pro- 
noun Ais before the -ing form of a verb used as a noun 
or an adjective: We were surprised by him wanting to 
leave. —n. [count] 4. Informal. a male: ts the new baby a 
her or a him? 

himeself (him self”) /hrm'self / pron. 1. the form of the 
pronoun HE, a reflexive pronoun, used to show that the 
subject of the sentence and this pronoun (a direct object, 
indirect object, or object of a preposition) refer to the 
same male person: John cut himself (= John cut John). 
He wrote himself a note. He felt a conflict within himself. 
2. (used to give emphasis to a male noun in the sen- 
tence and to point out something special about that per- 
son): He himself told me. He took the subway there him- 
sci. 3. (used in place of HE or HIM in various 
constructions where it is clear from some previous dis- 
cussion who the male is): The producer and himself were 
involved (= The producer and some male we were talk- 
ing about recently were involved). 4. his normal or cus- 
tomary self: He is himself again. 

hind (hind) /haynd/ adj. [before a noun] situated in the 
rear or at the back; posterior: the hind legs of an animal. 
—Syn. See BACK. 

hin-eder’ (hin’dar) /‘htndar/ v. [~ + obj] to cause delay, 
interruption, or difficulty in; hamper: Lack of money hin- 
dered completion of the project. 

hind-er? (hin/dar) /‘hayndar/ adj. situated at the rear or 
back. 

hind-most (hind’m@Gst’) /‘haynd,mowst/ adj. farthest be- 
hind; last. 

hind-quar-ter (hind’kwér/tar, -kw0/-) /‘haynd,kwortor, 
-kwo-/ n. hindquarters, [plural the rear part of a four- 
legged animal. 

hin-drance (hin/drans) /‘hindrans/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
act of hindering; the state of being hindered. 2. [count] a 
person or thing that hinders. 

hind-sight (hind/sit’) /‘haynd,sayt/ n. [noncount] the 
ability to understand something after it has occurred: 
With the advantage of hindsight we now see our mistake. 

Hinedu (hin’ddo) /‘hinduw/ n., pl. -dus, adj. —n. [count] 
1. a person who believes in Hinduism. —adj. 2. of or re- 
lating to Hindus or Hinduism. 

Hinduism (hin’doo iz’em) /“hinduw,tzom/ n. [non- 
count) the common religion of India, based upon the re- 
ligion set out in ancient texts which teach that one 
returns after death in another form. 

hinge (hinj) /hind3/ n., v., hinged, hing-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a jointed device or flexible piece on which a door or 
gate turns or moves. —v. [~ + on/ipon + obj) 2. to be 
dependent on; depend on: Everything hinges on her de- 
cision. 

hint (hint) /hint/ n. [count] 1. an indirect, partly hidden, 
or helpful suggestion; clue: Give me a hint as to his 
intentions. 2. a very slight amount that can barely be no- 
ticed: a hint of garlic in the salad dressing. —v. 3. [~ + 
obj) to give a hint of: The gray skies hinted a possible 
snowfall. 4. to make indirect suggestion; imply: [~ + at 
+ obj): hinted at a solution to the problem. [~ + at + 
verb-ing): She hinted at leaving but then never did. [~ + 
(that) Clause): hinted that changes were coming. 
—hint/er, n. [count] 

hin-tersland (hin/tər land’) /‘hintor,laend/ n. [count} 1. 
Often, hinterlands. [piura the remote parts of a coun- 
try; back country. 2. the land behind a coastal region. 

hip’ (hip) /htp/ n. [count] 1. the part on each side of the 
body where the thigh bone meets the pelvis; haunch. 2. 
the joint at this region of the body. —hipped, adj.: wide- 
hipped. 

hip? (hip) /hip/ n. [count] the fleshy red fruit of a rose. 

hip? (hip) /htp/ adj., hip-per, hip-pest. Slang. 1. familiar 
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with or knowing about the latest ideas, styles, and devel- 
opments: parents trying to be hip. — Idiom. 2. hip to, 
[be + ~] aware of or knowledgeable about: is hip to 
what's happening. —hip/ness, n. [noncount) 

hip-hop (hiphop) /‘hip,hop/ n. Slang. RAP MUSIC. 

hip-pie or hip-py (hip/é) /‘hipiy/ n. [count], pl. -pies. a 
young person of the 1960's who rejected established so- 
cial values, called for the free expression of love, and of- 
ten wore long hair and unconventional clothes. 

hip-po (hip’d) /‘hipow/ n. HIPPOPOTAMUS. 

Hip’pocrat/ic oath’ (hip/ə kratik) /hipa'kraetik/ n. 
[count] an oath that declares the obligations of doctors, 
usually taken by those about to start the practice of med- 
icine. 

hip-po-pot-a-mus (hip/a pota mas) /,hipa'potomas/ n. 
[conni], pk -mus-es, -mi (-mi’) /-,;may/. a large African 
mammal with a hairless, thick body, short legs, and 
even-toed hoofs, living in and alongside rivers. 

hip-ster (hip/star) /hipstor/ n. [count] Slang. a hip per- 
son. 

hire (hir) /hay®r/ v., hired, hir-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to employ (someone) for wages: to hire a clerk, 2. [~ + 
obj] to pay for the temporary use of (something); rent: 
hired a boat. 3. hire on, [n0 obj) to take a job: hired on 
as wranglers with the rodeo. 4. hire out, to offer or ex- 
change one’s services for payment: [~ + obj + out): He 
hired himself out as a handyman. [~ + out + obj): His 
office hired out skilled workers for a fee. —n. 5. [non- 
count] the act of hiring; the condition of being hired. 6. 
[count] a person hired or to be hired: the new hires on 
the job. —Idiom. 7. for hire, available for use or serv- 
ice in exchange for payment: limousines for hire. 

hire-ling (hi®r/ling) /hay®rlin/ n. [count] a person who 
works nierely for pay. 

hir-sute (hir’soot, hur soot’) /‘harsuwt, har'suwt/ adj. 
hairy; shaggy. —hir’sute-ness, n. (noncount) 

his (hiz; unstressed iz) /hiz; unstressed 1z/ pron. 1. the 
form of the pronoun He used to show possession or 
some relation, used before a noun: His coat is the brown 
one. Do you mind his speaking first? 2. the form of the 
pronoun HE used to show possession, or to mean “that 
or those belonging to him”: His was the strangest remark 
of all. (be + 7]: | borrowed a tie of his. I thought it was 
his. 

His-pan-ic (hi span/ik) /hi'spenik/ adj. 1. of Spain or 
Spanish-speaking countries. 2. of Hispanics. —n. [connt]) 
3. a US. citizen or resident of Spanish or Latin-American 
descent. 

hiss (his) /his/ v. 1. [no obj) to make or give off a sharp 
sound like that of the letter s: The snake hissed. 2. to ex- 
press disapproval or contempt (for) by making this 
sound: [no obj]: As the play got worse, the audience be- 
gan to hiss and boo. [~ + at + obj): The audience 
hissed at the villain. {~ + obj]: The audience hissed the 
actor off the stage. —n. [connt] 3. a hissing sound. 

hist., an abbreviation of: 1. historian. 2. historical. 3. 
history. 

historian (hi stôr/ē on, -stdr/-) /hi'storiyon, -'stowr-/ 
n. [count] a writer of history. 

his-toreic (hi stôr/ik, -stor’-) /hi'storik, -'stor-/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. well-known or important in history: a his- 
toric building. 2. HISTORICAL. 

his-tor-iecal (hi stôr/i kal, -stor’-) /hi'storikal, -'stor-/ 
adj. [before a noun) 1. of, relating to, or treating history 
or past events: Historical records. 2. based on or Sug- 
gested by history: a historical novel. 3. having once ex- 
isted or lived, as opposed to being part of legend, fiction, 
or religious belief: a stirdy of the historical Jesus. 4. mis- 
toric (def. i): /t was a historical event. —his-tor/i- 
cal-ly, adv. —his-tor/i-cal-ness, n. (roncount) 

his-toery (his’ta rē, his/tré) /‘historiy, ‘histriy/ n., pl. 
-ries. 1. [norncount] the branch of knowledge dealing 
with past events: majoring in history. 2. [count] a contin- 
uous, systematic telling of past events: a short history of 
the war. 3. [count] a record of past events and times, 
esp. of a particular person: te patient's medical history. 
4. [count usually singular) a past that is special because 
of its interesting events: a slip with an interesting history. 
5. [court] events that are common in a person's life: had 
a history of trouble witli the police. — Idiom. 6. be his- 
tory, to be finished; be done for: /f they lose this game, 
they're history. 

his-tri-on-ic (his/tré on/ik) /,histriy'ontk/ adj. (before a 
noun) 1. overly dramatic; melodramatic: a Mistrionic 
stage actor. 2. of or relating to actors or acting. —his’- 
tri-on/i-cal-ly, adv. 

his-tri-on-ics (his’tré on/iks) /,histriy'oniks/ nu. [plural] 
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1. overly dramatic expression or behavior. 2. dramatic 
representation; theatricals. 

hit (hit) /hit/ v., hit, hitting, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to deal 
a blow or stroke to: Hit the nait with the hammer. 2. to 
come against with an impact or with force: [~ + obj): 
The wheet of the car hit the curb. [~ + against + obj): 
The car hit against the railing. (~ + on + obj): Hail- 
stones hit on the roof, 3. (~ + obj] to reach; strike: Did 
the arrow hit the target? 4. [~ + obj] to drive or propel 
by a stroke: to hit a ball onto the green. Sr lies OU sto 
have a significant effect or influence on; affect severely: 
families hit hard by inflation. ©. [~ + obj) to come to 
(one’s) mind: Suddenly it hit us like a thinderbolt: the 
detective and the murderer were one and the same. 7. 
Informal. {~ + obj] to request of: He hit me for a loan. 
8. [~ + obj] to reach or attain (a level or amount): Prices 
hit a new high. 9. [~ + obj] to be published in or on: 
The story hit the front page. 10. [~ + obj) to land on or 
arrive in; The troops hit the beach at dawn, 11. to come 
(upon) by accident or search: [~ + obj]: to hit the night 
answer. [~ + on/upon + obj): He finally hit on a solution 
to the problem. 12. [~ + obj] to succeed in attaining: 
He hit just the right tone in his letter of apology. 13. [no 
obj] (of an engine) to ignite a mixture of air and fuel as 
designed: not hitting on alt cylinders. 14. hit back, [no 
Obj] a. to strike or deal a blow: just stood there and 
didn’t hit back. b. to make a verbal attack: was advised 
to hit back against the false charges her opponent had 
made. 15. hit out, [no obj] a. to aim a blow: hit ont at 
his assailant. b. to make a verbal attack: to hit out an- 
grily against his critics. 16. hit up, Slang. a. to ask to 
borrow money from: [~ + obj + up]: hit me up for ten 
bucks. [~ + up + obj): Can't we hit up your brother for 
the money? b. [no obj] to inject a narcotic drug into a 
vein. —n. [count] 17. an impact; strike; collision: a sud- 
den hit against a window. 18. a blow: a direct hit. 19. 
critical comment: The candidate took several hits from 
the press during the interview. 20. BASE HiT. 21. a suc- 
cess: The play is a big hit. 22. Slang. a dose of a nar- 
cotic drug. 23. Slang. a gangland murder. —Idiom. 
24. hit it off, to become friendly: The two hit it off im- 
mediately. 25. hit the books, Slang. to study hard; 
cram. 26. hit the bottle, to drink too much alcohol. 27. 
hit the ceiling or roof, informal. to lose one’s temper; 
be enraged. 28. hit the hay or sack, Slang. to go to 
bed; go to sleep: Let's hit the sack. 29. hit the nail on 
the head, to say or do exactly the right thing. —hit/ter, 
n. [count] 

hit/-and-run/, adj. [before a noun] 1. guilty of fleeing 
the scene of an accident one has caused, esp. a road ac- 
cident: a hit-and-run driver. 2. resulting from such action 
or conduct: hit-and-rırn fatalities. 

hitch! (hich) /hitf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to fasten or tie by 
means of a rope or strap; tether: to hitch a horse to a 
post. 2. to harness (an animal) to a vehicle: [~ + obj): 
He hitched the horse to the carnage. [~ + up + obj): He 
hitched up the horse to the carriage. [~ + obj + up]: He 
hitched the horse up to the carriage. 3. to hike up: [7 + 
up + obj): hitched up his trousers. [~ + obj + up); 
hitched his trousers up. 4. {~ + obj) Slang. to marry: He 
enjoyed dating but he wasn't going to get hitched. —n. 
[cont] 5. an act of hitching or a state of being hitched. 
6. any of various knots or loops made to attach a rope to 
something in such a way as to be readily loosened. 7. a 
period of military service: a two-year hitch. 8. an unex- 
pected difficulty, problem, obstacle, delay, etc.: The rain 
was a hitch in our plans for the picnic. 

hitch? (hich) /hitf/ v. 1. Informal. to hitchhike: [~ + 
obj): to hitch a ride from St. Louis to Chicago. [no obj}: 
You can get there by hitching. —n. [count] 2. a ride ob- 
tained by hitchhiking. —hitch/er, n. [count] 

hitch-hike (hich/hik’) /‘hitf,hayk/ v., -hiked, -hik-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to travel by standing on the side of the road seek- 
ing free rides from passing vehicles: [no obj): hitchhiked 
from St. Louis to Chicago. [~ + obj): He hitchhiked a 
ride from the beach. —n. (count) 2. an act of hitchhiking. 
—hitch/hik/er, n. ([conng 

hith-er (hith’ar) /'hidar/ adv. 1. to or toward this place: 
to come hither. —adj. 2. being on this or the closer side: 
the hither side of the meadow. —Idiom. 3. hither and 
thither, here and there; in all directions. 4. hither and 
yon, in many places. 

hith-er-to (hith/ər too’) /‘hidor,tuw/ adv. up to this time; 
until now: a fact hitherto unknown. 

hit’ list’, n. (count) Informal. 1. a list of people that are 
targets for murder. 2. a list of people, programs, etc., to 
be opposed. 

hit’ man’ or hit/man/’, n. [count] Slang. a hired killer. 
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hit’-or-miss’, adj. 1. random; haphazard. —adv. 2. 
haphazardly; randomly. 

HIV, an abbreviation of: human immunodeficiency virus, 
a virus that is a cause of AIDS. 

hive (hiv) /hayv/ n., v., hived, hiveing. —n. [count] 1. a 
shelter for housing a colony of honeybees; beehive. 2. a 
colony of bees. 3. a place swarming with busy occu- 
pants: a hive of activity. —v. [no obj) 4. hive off, Chiefly 
Brit. to separate from a group: The bombers hived off 
and went after their individual targets. 

hives (hivz) /hayvz/ n. a disease that causes large, itchy 
patches to appear on the skin, usually caused by an al- 
lergic reaction: [noncount; used with a singular verb): 
Hives ts sometimes a serious condition. (plural; used with 
a plural verb): The hives on her skin weren't too bad this 
time. 

h'm or hmm (hmm) /hmm/ interj. This sound is used to 
express a pause, hesitation, doubt, or slight confusion: 
Hmm, that's a tough question. 

HM, an abbreviation of: Her (or His) Majesty. 

HMO, an abbreviation of: health maintenance organiza- 
tion. 

HMS or H.M.S., an abbreviation of: Her (or His) Majes- 
ty’s Ship. 

ho (hō) /how/ interj. This word is used to attract atten- 
tion, and sometimes used after a word denoting a desti- 
nation: Westward ho! Land ho! 

hoa-gy or hoaegie (hd/gé) /‘howgiy/ n., pl. -gies. New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. HERO (def. 4). 

hoard (hérd, hord) /hord, howrd/ n. [count] 1. a supply 
of something gathered up and hidden for future use: a 
hoard of money. —v. 2. to gather up and store a supply 
(of): [no obj]: Anyone who was hoarding would be fined. 
[~ + obj): hoarding food. —hoard/er, n. (count) 

hoar-frost (hôr/frôst/, -frost’, hGr7-) /‘hor frost, -,frost, 
‘howr-/ n. FROST (def. 2). 

hoarse (hdérs, hors) /hors, howrs/ adj., hoars-er, hoars» 
est. having a weak, rough, or unclear voice: My voice 
was hoarse after lecturing. —hoarse/ly, adv. —hoarse’- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

hoarey (hor’é, hor7é) /'horiy, 'howriy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 
1. gray or white with age: hoary hair. 2. ancient. 3. stale 
because of being familiar: a hoary joke. —hoar/i-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

hoax (hōks) /howks/ n. [count] 1. something intended to 
deceive: Was the bomb threat real or just another hoax? 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to deceive by a hoax. —hoax/er, n. 
(count) 

hob (hob) /hob/ n. [count] 1. a hobgoblin or elf. 
—Idiom. 2. play hob with, [~ + obj] to do harm to: 
That plays hob with our plans. 

hob-ble (hob/al) /‘hobol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to walk lamely; limp: After the accident | hobbled 
back to the lodge. 2. [~ + obj] to fasten together the 
legs of (a horse) by short lengths of rope to prevent free 
motion. 3. [~ + obj] impede; hamper: Those develop- 
ments will hobble the plan, but not ruin tt. —n. [count] 
4. an uneven, halting way of walking; a limp. 5. a rope, 
strap, etc., used to hobble. —hob/bler, n. (count) 

hob-by (hob/é) /‘hobiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies. an activity 
engaged in for pleasure or relaxation: stamp collecting 
and other hobbies. —hob/by:ist, n. [count] 

hob-by-horse (hob/é hérs’) /‘hnobiy,hors/ n. [count] 1. a 
stick with a horse’s head, or a rocking horse, ridden by 
children. 2. a favorite idea or project. 

hob-gobslin (hob/gob/lin) /‘hob,goblin/ n. [count] 1. 
something causing superstitious fear. 2. a mischievous 
goblin. 

hobenail (hob/nal’) /‘hob,neyl/ n. [count] a large-headed 
nail for protecting the soles of heavy boots and shoes. 
—hob/nailed’, adj. 

hob-snob (hob/nob’) /‘hob,nob/ v. [no obj], -nobbed, 
-nob-bing. to associate on very friendly terms: to hobnob 
with royalty. —hob/nob/ber, n. [count] 

ho-bo (hō/bō) howbow/ n. [count], pl. -bos, -boes. 1. a 
tramp or vagrant. 2. a migratory worker. 

hock’ (hok) /hnk/ n. [count] the joint in the hind leg of a 
horse, cow, etc., corresponding to the ankle in humans. 

hock? (hok) /hok/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to pawn: He had 

hocked his wife's jewelry to raise money to gamble. —n. 
[noncount] 2. the state of being deposited or held as se- 
curity; pawn: the jewelry was in hock. 3. the condition of 
owing; debt: in hock to the amount of thirty thousand 
dollars. 

hock-ey 
HOCKEY. 


ICE HOCKEY. 2. FIELD 


(hok7é) /‘hokiy/ n. 1. 


hit-or-miss to hold 


hock-shop (hok/shop’) /‘hok,fop/ 7n. PAWNSHOP. 

ho-cus-po-cus (hō/kəs pd/kas) /‘howkas'powkas/ n. 
[noncount]) 1. meaningless words used in magic tricks. 
2. mysterious or meaningless activity or talk, esp. for 
covering up a deception. 

hod (hod) /hod/ n. [count] a container attached to a pole 
and used for Carrying bricks, mortar, etc. 

hodge-podge (hoj’poj’) /‘hod3,pod3/ n. [count] a mix- 
ture, esp., a disorganized mixture of very different things: 
The essay is a hodgepodge of unrelated and unconnec- 
ted ideas. 

Hodg/kin’s disease’ (hoj/kinz) /‘hnd3kinz/ n. [non- 
count] a malignant disease in which the lymph nodes 
and spleen become enlarged. 

hoe (hō) /how/ n., v., hoed, hoe-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
long-handled tool with a flat, square blade, used esp. in 
breaking up soil and in weeding. —v. 2. to use a hoe: [~ 
+ obj): hoeing the garden. [no obj]: out in the garden 
hoeing. —ho/er, n. (count) 

hoe-down (hd/doun’) /‘how,dawn/ n. 1. [count] a com- 
munity party usually featuring folk and square dances. 2. 
[noncount) a square dance. 

hog (hdg, hog) /hog, hng/ n., v., hogged, hog-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a pig or a swine, esp. one grown for eating. 2. 
a selfish or filthy person. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to take more 
than one’s share of: He hogged all the food at the cook- 
out, —Idiom. 4. go (the) whole hog, to do something 
thoroughly: Lets go whole hog and re-do the entire 
kitchen. 5. live or eat high off or on the hog, [no obj) 
to live very comfortably and prosperously. —hog/gish, 
adj. 

ho-gan (hō/gôn, -gən) /‘howgon, -gan/ n. [count] a Nav- 
ajo dwelling made of logs and sticks covered with mud 
or sod. 

hog-tie (hôg’ti/, hog/-) /‘hog,tay, ‘hng-/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tied, -ty-ing. 1. to tie (an animal) with all four feet to- 
gether. 2. to delay or prevent the progress of; thwart; 
hamper. 

hog-wash (hôg/wosh/, -wésh’, hog/-) /‘hog,wof, -,wof, 
‘hog-/ n. [noncount] nonsense; bunk. 

hog/-wild’, adj. wildly excited or enthusiastic: We were 
hog-wild about the idea. 

hoi pol-loi (hoi? pa loi’) /‘hoy pa'loy/ n. [plural; the + 
~] ordinary people; the masses. 

hoist (hoist) /hoyst/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to raise or lift, esp. 
by a mechanical device: fo hoist the mainsail on a boat. 
2. to raise to one’s lips and drink: to hoist a beer. —n. 
[count] 3. an apparatus for hoisting, as a block and 
tackle. 4. the act of hoisting. 

hoi-ty-toi-ty (hoi/té toi7té) /‘hoytiy 'toytiy/ adj. preten- 
tious; snobbish. 

hok-ey (hō/kē) /‘howkiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. corny; 
sentimental: a hokey love story. 2. false; phony: a hokey 
gimmick designed to win votes. 

hoekum (hō/kəm) /‘howkom/ n. [noncount] utter non- 
sense; bunkum. 

hold’ (hold) /howld/ v., held (held) /held/ hold-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to have or keep in the hand; grasp: / 
held her hand as we crossed the street. 2. [~ + obj] to 
bear, sustain, Or Support with or as if with the hands or 
arms: / held the baby gently. 3. [no obj] to maintain a 
grasp; remain together or supported: The clamp held. 4. 
to (cause to) be, stay, or remain in a certain state: [~ + 
obj + adjective]: The preacher held the audience spell- 
bound. [no obj; ~ + adjective]: If you would just hold 
Still, please. [no obj): | hope our luck holds. 5. [~ + obj] 
to conduct; carry on: to hold an interview. 6. to detain: 
[~ + obj): The police held her for questioning. [~ + obj 
+ as + obj): He was held as a hostage for five years. [~ 
+ obj + obj): They held him a prisoner. 7. [~ + obj] to 
hinder; restrain; keep back: Please hold your applause. 
8. [~ + obj] to set aside; reserve: Your tickets are being 
held at the counter. 9. [~ + obj] to possess; occupy: to 
hold a position of authority. 10. [~ + obj; not: be + 
~-ing] to contain or be capable of containing: This bottle 
holds a quart. 11. [not: be + ~-ing] to keep in the 
mind; betieve; have or express the belief of: [~ + obj): 
He held an opposing view. [~ + that clause]: Copernicus 
held that the earth revolves around the sun. 12. [~ + 
with + obj] to agree; sympathize: She doesn't hold with 
new ideas. 13. [~ + (that) clause; not: be + ~-ing] to 
decide legally: The court held that the law was valid. 14. 
[~ + obj + adjective] to regard; consider: / hold you re- 
sponsible for her safety. 15. [~ + obj] to make account- 
able: We will hold you to your word. 16. [no obj; not: be 

~ing] to remain valid: The argument still holds. 17. 
to keep by force: [~ + obj]: Enemy forces held the hill. 
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[no obj}: In spite of the shelling their positions held. 18. 
[~ + obj] to point; aim: held a gun on the prisoner. 19. 
[~ + obj] to keep going with; sustain: The soprano held 
that high note for fifteen seconds. 20. {~ + obj) to omit, 
as from an order: One burger — hold the pickle. 21. to 
keep (a telephone connection) open: [~ + obj]: Can you 
hold the line for a moment? (no obj]: Please hold. 22. 
[~ + obj] to keep (a telephone call) from reaching 
someone: She asked her secretary to hold all her calls. 
23. [~ + obj] to control oneself in spite of drinking (liq- 
uor): He can't hold his liquor. 24. hold back, a. to re- 
strain; check; keep back; keep in control: [~ + back + 
obj): to hold back tears. [~ + Obj + back): couldn't hold 
the tears back any longer. b. to slow down, prevent, Or 
stop the advancement of: [~ + obj + back]: Nothing 
could hold them back from success. [~ + back + obj): 
What could hold back her career now? c. to keep from 
giving or revealing; withhold: [~ + back + obj]: to hold 
back information. [~ + obj + back): holding information 
back. d. [no obj] to keep from doing or taking action: 
The police held back from attacking the rioters. 25. hold 
down, a. to keep under control or at a low level: [~ + 
down + obj]: to hold down interest rates. [~ + obj + 
down): to hold interest rates down. b. [~ + down + obj] 
to continue to function in: to hold down a job. 26. hold 
forth, [no obj] to speak at great length. 27. hold off, a. 
to keep at a distance; keep back; repel: [~ + off + obj): 
The troops held off the latest assault. [~ + obj + off): 
They held the enemy off. b. [no obj] to postpone action; 
put off plans until later; defer: Let's hold off on that pro- 
posal for now. 28. hold on, [no obj] a. to keep a firm 
grip on something: He took my arm and held on tightly. 
b. to keep going; continue: The troops can hold on for 
another few days. c. to keep a telephone connection 
open: Can you hold on while I see if he’s here? 29. hold 
oneself in, [no Obj] to exercise control or restraint: He 
held himself in and didn’t show his real feelings. 30. 
hold out, a. [~ + ont + obj] to present; offer: When I 
said hello to them, they held out their hands in greeting. 
b. [no obj] to continue to last: Will the food hold out? c. 
[no obj] to refuse to give in: We are holding out for 
higher wages. d. [no obj] to withhold something ex- 
pected or due: You'd better not be holding out on me. 
31. hold over, a. to keep for future discussion, consid- 
eration, or action: [~ + obj + over]: We'll hold that dis- 
cussion over for our next meeting. [~ + over + obj): 
We'll hold over that discussion for later. b. to keep be- 
yond the arranged period: [~ + obj + over]: to hold a 
movie over for an extra week. [~ + over + obj]: held 
over the movie. 32. hold up, a. to support; uphold: [~ 
+ up + obj): What holds up the bridge? [~ + obj + 
up]: What holds the bridge up? b. to delay; bring to a 
stop: [~ + up + obj]: Something is holding up the work. 
[~ + obj + up): Something held the work up. ¢. [no 
obj] to endure; last; continue without losing strength or 
ability; persevere: How are you holding up under the 
strain? d. to present for attention; display: [~ + up + 
obj): to hold up the youngest daughter as a model of 
good behavior. [~ + obj + up): to hold her np as a 
model of good behavior. e. to rob at gunpoint: [~ + up 
+ obj): to hold up a store. [~ + obj + up): He held 
thern up and took their money. —n. [count] 33. an act of 
holding with the hand or other physical means: a good 
hold on the rope. 34. something to hold a thing by: 
climbing up using the toe holds on the mountainside. 
35. something that holds fast or supports something 
else. 36. an order reserving something: fo put a hold on 
a library book. 37. a controlling force or influence: Drugs 
had a powerful hold on them. —Idiom. 38. get hold 
of, [~ + obj] a. to grasp; seize: got hold of the line and 
pulled. b. to find or obtain: Where can they get hold of 
the art supplies they need? c. to communicate with by 
telephone: / couldn't get hold of you last week. 39. no 
holds barred, without limits: /¢ would be a fight to the 
finish, no holds barred. 40. on hold, a. into a state of in- 
terruption or waiting: The plans were put on hold indefi- 
nitely. b. into a state of being kept waiting by a tele- 
phone hold: řve been on hold for a few minutes. 
—hold/er, n. (count) —Syn. See CONTAIN. 
hold? (hdld) /howld/ n. [count] 1. the cargo space in the 
hull of a vessel. 2. the cargo compartment of an aircraft. 
hold-ing (hdl/ding) /‘howldin/ n. 1. [count] the act of a 
person or thing that holds. 2. [count] a section of land 
leased esp. for farming purposes. 3. Often, holdings. 
[plural] legally owned property, as securities. 4. 
holdings, [plura the collection of books, periodicals, 
and other materials in a library: with holdings in the mil- 
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lions. —adj. [before a noun] 5. used temporarily to delay 
something: a holding action. 

hold/ing pat/tern, n. (count) 1. a traffic course flown 
by aircraft at a specified location until cleared for landing. 
2. a condition of suspended activity: Were in a holding 
pattern until we get a new director. 

hold:o-ver (hdld’6/var) /‘howld,owvoar/ n. [count] a per- 
son or thing remaining from a former period. 

hold-up (hdld/up’) /‘howld,ap/ n. [count] 1. a robbery of 
a person at gunpoint. 2. a delay in the progress of 
something. 

hole (hd!) /howl/ n., v., holed, holing. —n. [count] 1. an 
opening through something; gap: a hole in the roof. 2. a 
hollow place in a solid mass; cavity: a hole in the ground. 
3. a place dug out by an animal to live in; burrow: a rab- 
bit hole. 4. a cramped, small, uncomfortable, unpleasant 
place to live in: living in an awful hole downtown. 5. an 
embarrassing position or predicament. 6. a fault; flaw: 
They pointed out the holes in your argument. 7. a. a cir- 
cular opening in a golfing green into which the ball is to 
be played. b. a part of a golf course including fairway, 
rough, and hazards: the eighteenth hole. —v. [~ + obj] 
8. to make a hole in. 9. to put or drive into a hole: The 
golfer holed that last shot. 10. hole up, a. [no obj} to 
retire into a hole or cave for the winter. b. to hide from 
or as if from pursuers; take refuge: [10 obj): They holed 
up in the old section of town. [be + ~-ed up): They were 
holed up in the old hotel. —Idiom. 11. hole in the 
wall, a small or confining place. 12. in a or the hole, in 
debt: I'm in the hole for $300. 13. pick a hole or holes 
in, [~ + obj] to notice and point out errors in: Go over 
this plan tonight and see if you can pick some holes in it. 

-holic, sufix. The suffix -holic is another form of -AHOLIC: 
choco(late) + -holic 7 chocoholic (= person addicted to 
chocolate). 

hol-ieday (hol/i da’) /‘holi,dey/ n. 1. [count] a day on 
which business is not conducted in commemoration of 
an event or person. 2. [count] any day of relaxation from 
work. 3. Sometimes, holidays. Chiefly Brit. VACATION. 
—adj. [before a noun) 4. festive; joyous: in a holiday 
mood. 5. suitable for a holiday: dressed in holiday attire. 
—v. [no obj] 6. to vacation: to holiday at the shore. 
—Usage. In British English, this word can be used either 
in the plural or in the singular, with no article the, to 
mean “vacation” (British English): We went on holiday = 
(American English): We went on a holiday or a vacation. 

ho/lier-than-thou/, adj. overly pious; sanctimonious. 

ho-lieness (hO/lé nis) /“howliynis/ n. 1. [moncount) the 
quality or state of being holy; sanctity. 2. [Mis/Your + 
Holiness; proper noun) a title of the pope. 

hol-ler (hol/ar) /‘holar/ v. 1. to cry aloud; shout; yell: [70 
obj]: were hollering outside my window. [~ + obj): 
Someone was hollering insults. —n. [count] 2. a loud 
cry; shout. 

hol-low (hol/6) /‘holow/ adj., -er, -est, n., v., adv. —adj. 
l. having a space or cavity inside; empty: a hollow 
sphere. 2. (of a surface) having a curve inward or down- 
ward: a hollow surface. 3. sunken: hollow cheeks. 4. (of 
a sound) not resonant; dull, muffled, or deep: He an- 
swered iu a hollow voice. 5. not having significance or 
importance; meaningless: a hollow victory. 6. insincere; 
false: a hollow laugh. —n. (count) 7. a shallow valley. 
—v. 8. hollow out, [~ + out + obj] a. to make hollow: 
to hollow out a log. b. to form (something) by this action: 
hollowed out a canoe from a log. —adv. 9. in a hollow 
manner. —hol/lowely, adv. —hol/low-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

hol-ly (hol7é) /'holiy/ n., pl. -lies. 1. [count] a tree or 
shrub with glossy leaves and red berries. 2. [noncomnt) 
the leaves and berries of this tree or shrub. 

hol-o-caust (hol’/a kést’, hd/la-) /‘holo,kost, 'howls-/ n. 
[count] 1. a great or complete destruction, esp. by fire: a 
nuclear holocaust. 2. a sacrifice offered to God or to 
gods and burned. 3. the Holocaust, the mass killing of 
European Jews and other civilians in Nazi concentration 
camps during World War Il. 

hol-o-gram (hol’/a gram’, hd/la-) /‘holo,grem, 'howls-/ 
n. [count] a three-dimensional image of an object, pro- 
duced by the patterns formed by a laser beam. Also 
called holograph. 

hol-o-graph (hol/a graf’, hd/la-) /‘holo,gref, 'howls-/ n. 
HOLOGRAM. —hol/’o-graph/ic, adj. See -GRAPH-. 

ho-log-ra-sphy (ha log/ra fe) /ha'logrofiy/ n. [nonconnt) 
the process or technique of making holograms. See 
-GRAPH-. 

hol-ster (hol/star) /howlstar/ n. [count] 1. a leather 
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holder for a gun. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put in a holster: 
The bandit holstered his gun. 
hosly (ho7lé) /‘howliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. recognized 
as or declared sacred by religious use or authority; con- 
secrated: holy ground. 2. saintly; pious; devout: a holy 
nun. 3. (usually: before a noun] Causing fear, awe, or 
distress: He's a holy terror when he’s angry. 
Hoty Communion, n. [proper noun] communion (def. 
1). 
Ho/ly Ghost’, n. [proper noun; usually: the + ~ the 
third person of the Trinity. Also called Holy Spirit. 
Ho/ly Spirit, n. [proper noun; usually: the + ~) 1. the 
Spirit of God. 2. Hoty Guost. 
ho/ly wa/ter, n. [noncount] water blessed by a priest. 
hom-age (hom/ij, om/-) /homrd3, 'pm-/ n. 1. [non- 
count) respect; reverence: to pay homage to one's ances- 
tors. 2. [count] something acknowledging the high re- 
gard of another: a book presented as an homage to a 
great teacher. 
hom-burg (hom/btrg) /‘homb3rg/ n. [count] a man’s felt 
hat with a soft crown dented lengthwise and a rolled 
brim. 
home (hom) /howm/ n., adj., adv., v., homed, hom-ing. 
—n. 1. a house or apartment that is the usual place 
where one lives: [count]: bought a retirement home in 
Florida. [noncount): He left home at six o'clock. 2. [non- 
count] the place in which one’s family life and affections 
are centered: thinking of home. 3. [noncount) a person's 
own country: When we were in Uganda, we longed to 
hear the news from home. 4. [count] the place or region 
where something comes from or is most common: 
Alaska is the home of Kodiak bears. 5. [count] head- 
quarters: The company’s home is in Detroit. 6. [count] 
an institution for people with special needs: a nursing 
home. 7. (noncount) HOME PLATE. —adj. [before a noun) 
8. of, relating to, or done or made in one’s home or 
country; domestic: home products. 9. principal: the cor- 
poration’s home office. 10. played in a team’s own area: 
a home game. —adv. 11. to, toward, or at home: / want 
to go home. 12. deep; to the heart: The truth struck 
home. 13. to the point aimed at: He drove the nail 
home. —v. 14. home in (on), [~ + in (on) + obj] to go 
or move toward a specified target: The missile homed in 
on the target. —Idiom. 15. at home, a. in one’s own 
house or place of residence: /f was good to be at home 
again. b. comfortable; at ease: Make yourself at home. c. 
well-informed; knowledgeable about a subject: a scholar 
at home in the classics. 16. bring home, to make clearly 
evident: [~ + home + obj]: That defeat brought home 
to the team an awareness that they needed to practice. 
[~ + obj + home): That defeat brought it home to me. 
17. home free, in a position assured of success or out 
of danger or jeopardy: Once we're past the guards we'll 
be home free. —home/like’, adj. —Usage. Note that 
the word home usually does not take the preposition to: + 
went home. | started homie. 
home’ base’, n. 1. (moncount) Home PLATE. 2. [count] 
HOME (def. 5). 
home-bod-y (hdm/bod/é) /‘howm,bndiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-bod-ies. a person who prefers staying at home. 
home-boy (hom/boi’) “howm,boy/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son from the same area as oneself. 2. Slang. a close 
friend or fellow gang member. 
home-comeing = (hom/kum/ing) /howm,kamin/ n. 
[count] 1. a return to one’s home. 2. an annual event 
held by a college, university, or high school for visiting 
alumni. 
home’ economics, n. [noncount; used with a singular 
verb] the study and practice of managing a home and 
family. 
home-grown (h6m/grdn/) /‘howm'grown/ adj. 1. grown 
or produced at home or in a particular region for local 
consumption: homegrown tomatoes. 2. native to or 
characteristic of a region: both homegrown and visiting 
musicians. 
home-land (hom/land’, -land) /'howm, lænd, -lond/_n. 
[count] 1. one’s native land. 2. a region created or con- 
sidered as a state by or for a particular ethnic group: the 
Falestinian homeland. 
home-less (hom/lis) /howmlis/ adj. 1. having nowhere 
to live; living on the streets: homeless people. 2. of or 
serving people having nowhere to live: homeless shel- 
ters. —n. the homeless. (plural; used with a plural verb] 
3. people who have nowhere to live, or who live on the 
Streets. 
home-ly (hom/lé) /‘howmliy/ adj., -liver, -liest. 1. unat- 
tractive; plain: a homely but lovable puppy. 2. simple; 


holy to homonym 


unpretentious: homely food. home/li-ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

home-made (hom/mad’) /‘howm'meyd/ adj. 1. made 
Or prepared at home, locally, or at the place bought: 
homemade pastry. 2. made in one’s own country; do- 
mestic. 

home-mak-er (hém/ma/kar) /‘Showm,meykoar/ n. [count] 
a person who manages the household of his or her own 
family, esp. doing so as a principal occupation. 
—home/-mak’/ing, n. [noncount), adj. 

ho-me-opea-thy (hd/mé op’a thé) /hhowmiy'npaviy/ n. 
[noncount] a method of treating disease by giving very 
small doses of drugs that in a healthy person would pro- 
duce symptoms similar to those of the disease. —ho- 
me-o-path (ho’me ə path’) /‘howmiya,px0/ n. [court] 
—ho/me:o-path/ic, adj. See -HOMO-, -PATH-. 

homeer (hō/mər) /howmar/ n. [count] 1. HOME RUN. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to hit a home run. 

home-room or home room (hom/room/, -rd6m/) 
/howm'ruwm, -‘rum/ n. [count] a classroom in which a 
group of pupils in the same grade meet at the beginning 
of the day. 

home’ run’, n. (count) a hit in baseball allowing the 
batter to circle the bases and score a run. 

homessick (hom/sik’) /‘howm,stk/ adj. feeling sad be- 
cause of a longing for home or family while away from 
them. —home/sick/ness, n. [noncount) 

home-spun (hon/spun/) /‘howm,span/ adj. 1. spun or 
made at home: Homespun cloth. 2. made of homespun 
cloth: homespun clothing. 3. plain; simple: homespun 


amusements. —n. [noncount) 4. a plain-weave cloth 
Originally made at home. 
homerstead (hon/sted, -stid) /howmsted, -stid/ n. 


[count] 1. a dwelling with its land and buildings occupied 
by the owner as a home. 2. an area of land given by the 
government to someone who promises to farm it for a 
period of time. —v. 3. to acquire or settle on (land) as a 
homestead: [~ + obj]: They homesteaded the land. [no 
obj): They homesteaded for a year. —home/stead/er, n. 
[count] 

home-stretch (hdn/strech’) /‘howm'stretf/ m. [count] 
1. the straight part of a racetrack from the last turn to 
the finish line. 2. the final phase of any work or project. 

home-ward (hdm/ward) /‘howmwoard/ adv. 1. Also, 
home/wards. toward home: heading homeward. —adj. 
2. directed toward home: a homeward journey. 

home-work (hom/wtrk’) /‘howm,wark/ n. [noncount) 1. 
schoolwork assigned to be done outside the classroom: 
complaining about too much homework. 2. thorough 
Study of a subject by way of preparation: You'd better do 
your homework for the next committee meeting. 

homeey or homey (ho/mé) /‘howmiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
comfortably informal; cozy: a horney inn. —hom/ey: 
ness, hom/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

homicide (hom/a sid’, hō/mə-) /‘hnma,sayd, ‘howmo-/ 
n. 1. the killing of one human being by another: [non- 
count): guilty of homicide. (count): There were two homi- 
cides last year. 2. [count] a person who kills another. 
—hom/i-cid7al, adj. See -cide-. 

homeirly (hom/ə lē) /homoaliy/ n. (count), pl. -lies. 1. a 
sermon. 2. a moralistic or inspirational talk or observa- 
tion: a homily on the virtues of clean living. 

homing pi/geon, n. [count] a pigeon trained to carry 
messages and return home. 

homeieny (hom/a nē) /‘homoniy/ n. [noncount) hulled 
corn prepared by bleaching the whole kernels or by 
crushing and sifting. 

-homo-, root. -homo- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “same, identical”. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: HOMOGENEOUS, HOMOGENIZE, HOMONYM. 

ho-mo-ge-ne-ous (hō/mə jé/né as, -jén’yas, homə-) 
/howmos'd3tyniyos, -'d3iynyas, ,hnmə-/ adj. made up of 
parts or elements that are all of the same kind or nature, 
or are essentially alike: Japan has a largely homogene- 
ous population. —ho-mo-ge-ne-i-ty (hd/ma ja né/i tē, 
-na’-, hom/a-) /howmad3oa'niyitiy, -'ney-, ,|homa-/_n. 
[noncount) —ho’/mo-ge/ne-ous-ly, adv. See -GEN-, 
-HOMO-. 

ho-mog-e-nize (ha moja niz’) /ha'mnd3a,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nized, -niz-ing. 1. to make homogeneous. 2. to 
break up the fat in (milk or cream) causing it to be evenly 
distributed throughout. —ho-mog:-e-ni-za-tion (ha moj/- 
ani za’shon) /ha,mod3ant'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] See 
-HOMO-, -GEN-. 

hom-o-nym (honyea nim) /‘homaniny n. [count] 1. Hom- 
OPHONE (def. 1). 2. a word that is the same as another in 
sound and spelling but different in meaning, such as 


homophobia to -hood 


bear “to carry ” and bear “large, brown or black furry ani- 
mal.” See -HOMO-, -ONYM-. 

ho-mo-pho-biea (hd/ma f5/bé ə) /howma'fowbiyo/ n. 
{noncount) fear of or hatred toward homosexuals and 
homosexuality. See -HOMO-, -PHOBIA-. 

hom-o-phone (hom/a fon’, hd/ma-) /‘homo,fown, 
‘howma-/ n. [count] a word pronounced the same as an- 
other but different in meaning, whether spelled the same 
or not, such as heir and air. See -HOMO-, -PHON-. 

Ho-mo sa-pi-ens (hō/mō sa/pé anz) /‘how'mow scypi- 
yonz/ n. (noncount) 1. the species to which modern hu- 
mans belong. 2. HUMANKIND. 

ho-mo-sex-ural (hō/mə sek/shdo al) //howmo'sek fuwol/ 
adj. 1. attracted sexually to members of one’s Own sex. 
2. of or relating to homosexuality. —n. (count) 3. a ho- 
mosexual person. —ho-mo-sex-uraleiety (hō/mə sek’- 
shoo ai tē) /,hhowmoa,sekfuw'elitiy/ n. [noncount) See 
-HOMO-. 

homey 
HOMEY. 

hon (hun) /han/ n. Informal. Honey (def. 2). 

Hon., an abbreviation of: 1. Honorable. 2. Honorary. 

hon-cho (hon/chd) /‘hnntfow/ n. [count], pl. -chos. 
Slang. a boss: chief: Get the head honcho on the phone. 

Hon-dueran (hon dddr’an, -dyddr’-) /hon'duron, -'dyur-/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to Honduras. —n. (count) 2. a per- 
son born or living in Honduras. 

hone (hon) /hown/ v. (~ + obj], honed, honing. 1. to 
sharpen: He honed his sword on a nearby rock. 2. to 
make more adroit or effective: honed her technique as a 
pianist. —hovr/er, n. [comnt) 

hon-est (on/ist) /‘pnist/ adj. 1. honorable in principles, 
intentions, and actions; upright: decent, honest folk. 2. 
showing fairness and trustworthiness: honest business 
dealings. 3. gained fairly: to earn an honest living. 4. 
sincere; open: an honest face. 5. truthful or creditable: 
He gave an honest account of how he had received the 
money. —hon/es-ty, n. (noncount) 

hon-est-ly (on/ist lē) /‘nnistliy/ adv. 1. in an honest 
way: He earned his money honestly. 2. really; truthfully; 
in truth: / honestly don't understand. 

hon-ey (hun/é) /‘haniy/ n., pl. hon-eys, adj., v., hon» 
eyed or hon-ied, hon-ey-ing. —n. 1. [noncount) a 
sweet, sticky fluid produced by bees from nectar. 2. 
[count] Informal. a. sweetheart; darling. b. (sometimes: 
Honey) an affectionate or familiar term of address: “Did 
you have a rough day at work, honey?” he asked. c. a 
term of address sometimes considered offensive when 
used to strangers or subordinates: "Get me a cup of cof- 
fee, will you, honey.” 3. (count) Informal. something esp. 
good of its kind: That's a honey of a car. —adj. (before a 
noun) 4. of, like, relating to, or containing honey. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 5. to talk flatteringly to (often followed by wp). 6. 
to sweeten with honey: honeyed tea. 

hon-ey-bee or hon-ey bee (hun/é bé’) /‘han,iy biy/ n. 
[count] any bee that collects and stores honey. 

hon-ey-comb (hun/é kom’) /‘haniy,kowm/ n. (count) 1. 
a structure made of rows of six-sided wax holes or com- 
partments, formed by bees in their hive for storing 
honey, pollen, and their eggs. —adj. [before a noun) 2. 
having the structure or appearance of a honeycomb: a 
honeycomb pattern. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cause to be full 
of holes or cavities. 4. to penetrate in all parts, esp. so 
as to weaken: The agency was honeycomibed with spies. 

hon-ey-dew (hun/é dodo’, -dydd’) /‘haniy,duw, -,dyuw/ 
n. a winter melon having a smooth, greenish rind and 
sweet, light green flesh: [noncount}: slices of honeydew. 
(count): The honeydews were on sale. 

hon-eyed or hon-ied (hun/éd) /‘haniyd/ adj. 1. con- 
taining honey. 2. flattering: honeyed words. 3. pleasantly 
soft, as the voice. 
hon-ey-moon (hun/é moon’) /haniy,muwn/ n. [count] 
1. a vacation or trip taken by a newly married couple. 2. 
any new relationship in which there is an initial period of 
harmony and goodwill. —v. [no obj] 3. to spend one’s 
honeymoon: They loneymooned in Faris. —hon/ey- 
moon/er, 7. [count] 
hon-ey-suck-le (hun/é sukal) /haniy,sakal/ n. [non- 
count} an upright or climbing shrub grown for its sweet- 
smelling, tube-like flowers. 
honk (hongk, hongk) /hoyk, honk/ r. [count] 1. the cry 
of a goose. 2. any similar sound, as of an automobile 
horn. —v. 3. to (cause to) give off a honk: [ro obj): 
geese honking in flight. (~ + obj\: The driver honked his 
horn impatiently. —honk/er, n. (count) 
hon-ky or honekie or hon-key (hong/kē, hdng?-) 


(hō/mē) /‘howmiy/ adj., hom-iver, hom-i-est. 
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hogkiy, 'hon-/ n. (count), pl. -kies or -keys. Slang (dis- 
paraging and offensive). a white person. 


honk-y-tonk (hong’kē tongk’, hdéng’ké tôngk/) 
/hogkiy,togk, ‘honkiy,tonk/ n. [count] 1. a cheap, noisy 
nightclub or dance hall. —adj. Also, honk/y-tonk/y. 2. 


of, relating to, or characterized by honky-tonks: a honky- 
tonk part of town. 3. of or relating to ragtime piano mu- 
sic. 

hon-or (on/ar) /‘nnar/ n. 1. [noncomnt) honesty, fairness, 
high standards or integrity in one’s beliefs and actions: a 
code of honor. 2. (count; usually singular) a source of 
credit or distinction: to be an honor to one’s country. 3. 
[noncount} high respect, as for worth, merit, or rank: The 
president dedicated a memorial in honor of the dead. 4. 
[noncount] fame; glory: to earn a position of honor. 5. 
[count; usually singular) the privilege of being associated 
with or receiving a favor from a respected person, group, 
etc.: the honor of serving on a panel. 6. Usually, honors. 
[plural] evidence, as a special ceremony, decoration, 
scroll, or title, of high rank or distinction: a funeral with 
full military honors. 7. [proper noun; His/Her/Your + ~} 
a title of respect for judges and mayors: “Your Honor, | 
object,” the lawyer protested to the judge. 8. honors, 
[phrral) a. special rank, award, or recognition given by a 
schoo! to an outstanding student: graduated with honors. 
b. a class or course for advanced students, usually involv- 
ing advanced or independent work: an honors course in 
linguistics. —v. [~ + obj) 9. to hold in honor or high re- 
spect; revere: to honor one’s ancestors. 10. to treat with 
honor; give honor or distinction to: Will you honor us 
with your presence tonight? 11. to keep to the terms of: 
to honor a treaty. 12. to accept or pay (a credit card, 
check, etc.): Most major credit cards are honored at this 
restaurant. —adj. (before a noun} 13. of, relating to, or 
noting honor: an honor guard of three soldiers carrying 
flags in the parade. —-Idiom. 14. do honor to, [~ + 
obj] a. to bring respect to: You do honor to our college. 
b. to be a credit to: He did honor to his country. 15. do 
the honors, to act as host, as in serving at the dinner ta- 
ble: Please do the honors and carve the roast. 16. on or 
upon one’s honor, bound by one’s word or good name: 
You are on your honor not to cheat. Also, esp. Brit., hon- 
our. —hon/or-ee/’, n. [count), pi. -ees. —hon/or-er, n. 
[coun 

hon-or-a-ble (on/ar ə bal) /‘nnoraboal/ adj. 1. having or 
showing principles of honor; upright: an honorable and 
forthright leader. 2. indicating the recipient's good record 
of conduct: an honorable discharge from the army. 3. 
meriting high respect: honorable mention in the compe- 
tition. 4. (Honorable; often: the + ~ + name} a title of 
respect used before the names of certain ranking govern- 
ment officials or as a title of courtesy for certain British 
nobility: The Honorable Jane Seymour. Abbr.: Hon. 
—hon/or-a-bly, adv. 

hon-o-rrareitum (on’a rar7é am) /,ono'reoriyom/ n. 
[count], ph -rar-ieums, -raria (-rar7é ə) /-'reariya/. a 
payment for acts or professional services for which a fee 
is not usually paid. 

hon-orearey (on/a rer/é) /'nna,reriy/ adj. (usually: before 
a noun} 1. given for honor only, without the usual re- 
quirements or privileges: an honorary degree from a uni- 
versity. 2. holding a title or position without salary or 
payment: an honorary president. 

hon-oreif-ic (on/a riffik) /ono'rifik/ adj. 1. carrying or 
signaling honor, such as a title or a grammatical form 
used in speaking to or about a superior, an elder, etc.: 
Japanese uses honorific words depending on the status 
of the person speaking and of the person spoken to. 
—n. (count) 2. (in certain languages, as Chinese and 
Japanese) a class of grammatical words or forms of 
words used to show respect: fhe complicated use of hon- 
orifics. 3. a title or term of respect. See -Fic-. 

hooch or hootch (hodch) /huwtf/ n. (noncomnt) Slang. 
alcoholic liquor. 

hood! (hédd) /hud/ n. [count] 1. a soft or flexible cover- 
ing for the head and neck: / pulled up my hood when it 
started to snow. 2. something resembling this, esp. in 
shape, as the covering of a baby carriage. 3. the hinged 
movable part at the front of an automobile body covering 
the engine. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cover with or as if with a 
hood. —hood/ed, adj. 

hood? (ddd) /hud/ n. [count] Slang. a hoodlum. 

hood? (hddd) /hud/ n. [count] Slang. a neighborhood. 

-hood, suffix. 1. -hood is used to form nouns with the 
meaning “the state or condition of’: likely + -hood ~ 
likelihood (= the state or condition of being likely); child 
+ -hood ~ childhood (= the state or period of time of 
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being a Child). 2. -hood is also used to form nouns with 
the meaning “a body or group of persons of a particular 
character or class”: priest + -hood ~ priesthood (= a 
body of priests). 

hood-lum (hdod/lam, hddd’-) /'huwdtam, 'hod-/ n. 
[count] 1. a criminal or thug: the crime boss and his 
hoodtums, 2. a young street criminal, esp. one belong- 
ing to a gang. 

hood-wink (hdod/wingk’) /‘hud,wink/ v. [~ + obj] to 
trick; fool; deceive: We were hoodwinked by a con artist. 

hoo-ey (ho0’é) /'huwiy/ n. [noncount]) Informal. non- 
sense. 

hoof (hoof, höf) /hof, huwf/ n., pi. hoofs or hooves 
(hòóvz, hoovz) /huvz, huwvz/ for 1, 2; v., hoofed, hoof. 
ing. —n. [count] 1. the hard, horny covering protecting 
the ends of the foot in certain animals, such as the ox 
and horse. 2. the entire foot of a horse, donkey, etc. —v. 
3. [~ + it] Slang. to walk: Let's hoof it from here. 4. [no 
obj) Slang. to dance: started out hoofing in school 
shows. ——Idiom. 5. on the hoof, (of livestock) before 
butchering; alive: Cattle were shipped on the hoof to Chi- 
cago. —hoofed, adj.: hoofed animals. 

hook (hook) /huk/ n. [count] 1. a curved or angled piece 
of metal or other hard substance for catching, pulling, or 
Suspending something: + hung my coat up on the hook. 
2. a fishhook. 3. something that attracts attention: Their 
Sales hook was the promise of easy payments. 4. some- 
thing having a sharp curve, bend, or angle at one end: a 
hook in the road. 5. a. the path of a ball, as in baseball, 
that curves in a direction opposite to the throwing hand 
or to the side of the ball from which it was struck. b. a 
ball moving in such a path. 6. (in boxing) a short circular 
punch delivered with the elbow bent: a lent hook to the 
Jaw. —v. 7. to seize, fasten, or catch hold of with or as if 
with a hook: [~ + obj]: She hooked her arm through 
mine. [no obj): The buttons hook easily to their fasten- 
ings. 8. [~ + obj] to catch (fish) with a fishhook: # had 
hooked a huge trout. 9. [~ + obj] Slang. to steal or 
seize secretly: hooked a few watches before the manager 
returned. 10. to hit or throw (a ball) so that a hook 
results: [0 obj): The next pitch hooked over the plate for 
a strike. [~ + obj): The pitcher hooked the next pitch 
outside. 11. [no obj] to curve or bend like a hook: The 
road hooked to the teft and then sharply to the right. 12. 
hook up, to connect to a power source: [~ + up + obj]: 
| hooked up the computer. [~ + obj + up]: | hooked 
the computer up. —Idiom. 13. by hook or (by) 
crook, by any means whatsoever: By hook or by crook 
helt be there. 14. hook, line, and sinker, tnformatl. en- 
tirely; completely: believed the story hook, hne, and 
sinker. 15. off the hook, a. released from some diffi- 
culty, problem, or obligation: You're off the hook: if 
things go wrong, you won't be blamed. b. (of a telephone 
receiver) not resting on the cradle. 

hookeah or hookea (hddk’a) /'huko/ n. [count], pt 
hook-ahs or hookeas. a water pipe with a long easily 
bent tube by which the smoke is drawn through a jar of 
water and thus cooled. 

hook’ and eye’, n. [count] a two-piece clothes fas- 
tener, made up of a hook and a loop or bar caught by 
the hook. 

hooked (hddkt) /hukt/ adj. 1. bent like a hook; hook- 
Shaped. 2. having a hook or hooks. 3. made by hooking: 
a hooked rug. 4. Informal. [be + ~ (+ on)) a. addicted 
to narcotic drugs: was hooked on cocaine. b. very enthu- 
Siastic about something: He's so hooked on computers 
that he won't stop even to eat. 

hook-er (hook/ar) /‘hukar/ n. [count] Slang. a prostitute. 

hook-up (hddk/up’) /‘hok,ap/ n. [cont] 1. an act or in- 
stance of hooking up. 2. a device or connection, as a 
plug, for bringing electricity, water, etc., from a source to 
a user. 

hook-worm (hdok/wirny’) /hok,warm/ n. 1. [count] a 
worm with hooks around its mouth that lives in the 
intestines of humans and other animals. 2. [moncount) a 
disease caused by hookworms. 

hook-y or hookey (hddk’é) /‘hukiy/ n. [noncount] 
—Idiom. play hooky or hookey, [no obj] to be absent 
from school or work without permission. 

hoo-liegan (hoo/li gan) /‘huwligan/ n. [count] a young 
hoodlum. —hoo/li-gan-ism, n. (noncount] 

hoop (hoop, hddp) /huwp, hup/ n. [count] 1. a circular 
band or ring, as one of metal or wood. 2. such a band 
for holding together the sides of a container. 3. the 
metal ring from which a basketball net is suspended, or 
the ring and net together. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to bind or 
fasten with or as if with a hoop. 
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hoop-la (hoop/la) /‘huwpla/ n. [nonconnt] tnformat. 1. 
commotion; noise and activity; to-do: the hoopla of a po- 
litical convention. 2. sensational publicity; ballyhoo: a fot 
of advertising Hoopla. 

hoorray (hò 1a’) /hu'rcy/ also hooerah (-ra’) /-‘ra/ in- 
terj., V., 1. HURRAH. 

hoot (hoot) /huwt/ v. 1. to cry Out or shout: [no obj]: The 
fans hooted at the umpire unmercifulty. [~ + obj): The 
fans hooted the umpire. 2. [no obj] to make the cry of 
an owl, or a sound similar to it: tn the night an owt 
hooted from a distance. —n. [count] 3. the cry of an owl. 
4. any similar sound: the hoot of the train in the dis- 
tance. 5. a shout, esp. of disapproval or mockery. 6. [in 
questions or with a negative word] tnformat. the least bit: 
didnt care a hoot about that. 7. Slang. an extremely 
funny person or thing: That sitcom is a reat hoot. 
—hoot/er, n. [count] 

hoot-en-aneny (hoot/n an/é, hodot/nan/-) huwtneniy, 
‘huwt næn-/ n. [count], pi. -nies. an informal session or 
concert at which folk musicians perform, often with audi- 
ence participation. 

hooves (hdovz, hdovz) /huvz, huwvz/ n. a pl. of HOOF. 

hop’ (hop) /hop/ v., hopped, hop-ping, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj) to make a short, bouncing leap, as a rabbit does: 
The canary hopped on to her finger. 2. [~ + obj) to 
jump over; clear with a hop: hopped the fence and was 
gone. 3. [no obj] to move quickly as if jumping: hopped 
into bed. 4. to board or get onto (a vehicle): [~ + obj]: 
to hop a train to Peoria. {no obj]: He hopped into his car. 
5. [no obj] to travel or move frequently from one place 
Or situation to another: to party-hop (= to go from one 
party to another). —n. [count] 6. a short leap on one 
foot. 7. a short, quick movement or action: a quick hop 
into bed. 8. a journey, esp. a short trip by air: a quick 
hop from London to Paris. 9. a dance or dancing party: 
the schoot hop. 10. a bounce or rebound, as of a ball. 

hop? (hop) /hop/ n., v., hopped, hop-ping. —n. 1. hops, 
[plural] the dried ripe cones of the female flowers of a 
twining plant of the hemp family, used in brewing beer. 
—v. 2. hop up, Slang. a. [~ + up + obj] to excite; make 
enthusiastic: The demonstrators hopped up the crowd 
with their fiery speeches. b. [~ + up + obj) to add to 
the power of: They hopped up the engine of their car. c. 
[usually: be + hopped up] to stimulate by narcotics: 
hopped up on drugs. 

hope (hop) /howp/ n., v., hoped, hop-ing. —n. 1. [non- 
connt] a feeling that events will turn out well: /ost aff 
hope of success. 2. [count] a particular instance of this 
feeling: the hope of winning. 3. [noncount) a thing that 
provides a reason for this feeling in a particular instance: 
The medicine is her last hope. 4. [count] something 
hoped for: Our only hope is that the Coast Guard heard 
our SOS. —v. 5. to look forward (to) with desire and rea- 
sonable confidence: [no obj]: We can only wait and hope. 
[~ + for + obj): Hope for the best. [~ + to + verb): ł 
hope to see you again some time. [~ + (that) clause): I 
hope she sees us. We hope that you wilt come again. 
—Idiom. 6. hope against hope, [~ + (that) clause] to 
continue to hope when the situation appears very bad: 
hoped against hope that someone survived the crash. 

hopesful (hdp/fal) /‘howpfol/ adj. 1. full of hope: ex- 
pressing hope; optimistic: hopefut about getting into col- 
lege. 2. causing a feeling of hope: The new pitcher is a 
hopeful prospect. —n. [count] 3. a person who wants to 
be a success: major league hopefuls. —hope/’ful-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

hope-ful-ly (hdp/fa lē) /‘howpfaliy/ adv. 1. in a hopeful 
manner: The dog sat hopefully, waiting for dinner. 2. it is 
hoped; if all goes well: Hopefully, we wilt get to the show 
on time. 

hopeless (hdp/lis) /‘howplis/ adj. 1. without hope or 
beyond help: a Hopeless situation. 2. despairing: | felt 
hopeless when t saw how slim my chances were. 3. use- 
less; inept: He's hopeless at the computer. —hope/- 
less-ly, adv. —hope/less-ness, n. [noncount) 

hop-per (hop/ar) /'hopər/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that hops. 2. any jumping insect. 3. a funnel-shaped bin 
in which loose material, as grain or coal, is stored tem- 
porarily. 4. a box into which a proposed legislative bill is 
dropped and thereby officially introduced. 

hop-ping (hop/ing) /‘hopin/ adj. 1. busy: He kept his 
staff hopping. —-Idiom. 2. hopping mad, very angry; 
furious. 

hop-scotch (hop/skoch’) /‘hop,skotf/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
game in which a child hops around a diagram drawn on 
the pavement to pick up a small object, as a stone or 
stick, that was previously thrown down in one part of the 
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diagram. —v. 2. to jump, move, pass, OF journey quickly 
and directly, as from one place to another: [no obj): They 
hopscotched around the country in their small plane. [~ 
+ obj): They hopscotched the area looking for survivors. 

horde (hôrd, hord) /hord, howrd/ n. [count] a large 
group, number, or crowd: hordes of grasshoppers. 

hoeriezon (ha ri/zan) /ha'rayzon/ n. 1. [count] the line or 
circle that forms what seems to be the boundary between 
earth and sky. 2. on the horizon, at the limit or range of 
knowledge, progress, or the like: A cure for that disease 
is now on the horizon. 3. Usually, horizons. [plural the 
scope or range of a person’s interest: Her horizons ex- 
panded when she lived abroad for a year. 

horeiezon-tal (hôr/a zon/tl, hor/-) /,hora'zont|, ,hor-/ adj. 
parallel to level ground; flat or level: a horizontal posi- 
tion. —hor/iezon/talely, adv. 

hormone (hér/mdn) /‘hormown/ n. [count] 1. a chemi- 
cal that the body releases that affects how certain organs 
or tissues grow or develop. 2. an artificially made sub- 
stance that acts like a hormone. —hor-mosenal (hôr- 
mo6n/1) /hor'mownl/ adj. 

horn (horn) /horn/ n. 1. [count] one of the hard, perma- 
nent, hollow, and usually paired growths that stick out 
from the heads of cows, goats, sheep, etc. 2. [count] a 
similar growth, as an antler. 3. [noncount] the hard sub- 
stance of which horn growths are made: a handle made 
of horn. 4. [count] a wind instrument in music, aS a 
trumpet. 5. [count] an instrument for sounding a warn- 
ing signal: an automobile horn. 6. (count; usually: the + 
~) Slang. a telephone: been on the horn all morning. 
—y. 7. horn in, informal. to intrude: [no obj): He was al- 
ways horning in when | tried to talk to her. [~ + in + on 
+ obj]: He was horning in on our conversation. —adj. 
[before a noun) 8. made of horn: a horn handle. 
—Idiom. 9. blow or toot one’s own horn, to boast 
about oneself. 10. on the horns of a dilemma, facing 
and forced to choose between two equally difficult 
choices. —horned, adj.: a great horned owl. —horn/- 
less, adj. 

horenet (hdr/nit) /hormit/ n. [count] a large stinging 
wasp. 

horn’ of plen’ty, n. CORNUCOPIA. 

horn-pipe (hérn/pip’) /‘horn,payp/ n. [count] 1. a musi- 
cal wind instrument having one ox horn hiding the reed 
and another forming the bell. 2. a lively jiglike dance, 
originally to music played on a hornpipe. 

horney (hôr/nē) /‘horniy/ adj., -ver, -iest. 1. made up of 
a horn or a hornlike substance: the horny covering of a 
turtle. 2. having a horn or horns. 3. made hard like a 
horn; rough: The farmer had strong, horny hands. 4. 
Slang (vulgar). sexually excited. 

hor-o-scope (hdr’a skop’, hor’-) /‘hora,skowp, ‘hor-/ n. 
[count] 1. a diagram of the heavens showing the position 
of planets and the signs of the zodiac, as at the moment 
of a person’s birth, used esp. to predict events in a per- 
son's life. 2. predictions based on such a diagram. See 
-SCOPE-. 

-horr-, root. -horr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “shake, tremble.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ABHOR, ABHORRENT, HORRENDOUS, HORRIBLE, HOR- 
RIO, HORRIFIC, HORRIFY, HORROR. 

hor-ren-dous (hə ren/das) /ha'rendas/ adj. shockingly 
dreadful; horrible; terrible: a horrendous crime. —hor- 
ren/douss¢ly, adv. See -HORR-. 

hor-risble (hôr/ə bəl, hor/-) /‘horabal, 'hpr-/ adj. 1. 
causing horror; shockingly dreadful: a horrible crime. 2. 
extremely unpleasant; deplorable; disgusting: a horrible 
smell, —hor/ri-ebleeness, n. (noncount]) —hor/riebly, 
adv. See -HORR-. 

horerid (hôr/id, hor/-) /‘horid, 'hor-/ adj. 1. such as to 
cause horror. 2. extremely unpleasant; nasty: Norrid ta- 
ble manners. —hor/ridely, adv. See -HORR-. 

hor-rif-ic (hô riffik, ho-) /ho'riftk, hn-/ adj. causing hor- 
ror. See -FIC-, -HORR-. 

horeri-fy (hOr/a fi’, hor’-) /‘hora,fay, ‘hor-/ v. [~ + obj), 
-fied, -fy-ing. to cause to feel horror; to distress greatly; 
shock: The accident horrified the onlookers, See -HORR-. 

hor-ror (hor’er, hor/-) /horar, ‘hor-/ n. 1. [noncount] 
overwhelming distress caused by something shocking, 
terrifying, or revolting. 2. [count] anything that causes 
such a feeling: the horrors of trench warfare. 3. [count] a 
strong fear or dislike of something: a horror of firearms. 
4. [count] something that inspires revulsion: That wallpa- 
per is a horror. —adj. [before a noun] 5. inspiring hor- 
ror, a horror rnovie. —interj. 6. horrors, This word is 
used to express mild dismay, surprise, disappointment, 
etc.: Horrors! Back again, eli? See -HORR-. 
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hors d'oeuvre (ôr duirv’) /‘or darv/ n. [count], pl. hors 
d'oeuvre (ôr dirv’) /‘or darv/ hors d'oeuvres (ôr durvz/, 
dirv’) /‘or darvz, 'd3rv/. food served as an appetizer. 

horse (hors) /hors/ n., pl. hors-es, (esp. when thought of 
as a group) horse, v., horsed, hors-ing, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] a large mammal with solid hooves, used for car- 
rying or pulling loads and for riding. 2. [count] some- 
thing on which a person rides, sits, or exercises, as if ri- 
ding on the back of such an animal: a rocking horse. 3. 
[count] a wooden apparatus for exercising or performing 
gymnastics; vaulting horse. 4. [noncount) Slang. HEROIN 
—v. [no obj) 5. horse around, /nformal. to fool around; 
play roughly. —JZJdiom. 6. eat like a horse, to eat a 
great deal. 7. from the horse’s mouth, from a source 
that can be trusted or believed: / got the news straight 
from the horse's mouth. 8. hold one’s horses, Informal. 
to be patient: Hold your horses; we'll be there in a min- 
ute. 9. look a gift horse in the mouth, to be critical of 
a gift. 

horseback (hôrs/bak/) /'hors,bæk/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
back of a horse: They came on horseback. —adv. 2. on 
the back of a horse: to ride horseback. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. on the back of a horse: horseback riding. 

horse’ chest/nut, n. [count] 1. a shrub or tree with 
large leaves and upright clusters of white flowers. 2. the 
shiny brown nutlike seed of this tree. 

horse-flesh (hôrs/flesh^) /‘hors,flef/ n. [noncoung 
horses thought of as a group, esp. for riding or racing: 
He's a good judge of horseflesn. 

horse’ fly’ or horse/fly’, n. [count] a bloodsucking, 
usually large fly, a pest of horses, cattle, etc. 

horse-hair (hdrs/har’) /‘hors,heor/ n. [noncount] the 
hair of a horse, esp. from the mane or tail, once used to 
stuff furniture. 

horseehide (hdrs/hid’) /‘hors,hayd/ n. [noncount] the 
hide of a horse; leather made from the hide of a horse. 

horse-man or -woeman (hôrs/mən) or (-woom/en) 
[horsmon/ or /--womon/ n. [count], pi. -men or -wo-men. 
1. a person who is skilled in managing or riding a horse. 
2. a person who rides on horseback. —horse’/man: 
ship’, n. (noncount) 

horse-play (hdérs/pla’) /‘hors,pley/ n. [noncount] rough, 
loud, or noisy play. 

horse-poweer (hdérs/pou/ar) /‘hors,pawor/ n. [noncount) 
1. a foot-pound-second unit of power, equivalent to 550 
foot-pounds per second, or 745.7 watts. 2. usable or ef- 
fective power: a computer with a lot of horsepower. 

horse-radeish (hors/rad/ish) /‘hors,radif/ n. [noncount] 
1. a plant of the mustard family, having small white 
flowers, grown for its root. 2. the strong-smelling root of 
this plant, used as a condiment. 

horse’ sense’, n. COMMON SENSE. 

horse-shoe (hérs/shdo’, hérsh’-) /‘hors,fuw, 'horf-/ n. 
1. [count] a U-shaped metal plate nailed to a horse’s 
hoof to protect it. 2. [count] something U-shaped, as a 
valley. 3. horseshoes, [moncount; used with a singular 
verb] a game in which horseshoes or other U-shaped ob- 
jects are tossed at an iron stake. 

horse’shoe crab’, n. [count] a large marine arthropod 
having a brown covering curved like a horseshoe and a 
stiff tail. 

horse-whip (hdrs/hwip’, -wip’) /‘hors,hwip, -,wip/ n., V., 
-whipped, -whip-ping. —n. [count] 1. a whip for control- 
ling horses. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to flog with a horsewhip. 

hors-y or horseey (hôr/sē) /‘horsiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. 
of, relating to, or like a horse. 2. dealing with or inter- 
ested in horses, horse racing, or horse shows: the horsy 
set. 3. heavy and awkward. 

hort., an abbreviation of: horticulture. 

hor-ti-cul-ture (hôr/ti kul/char) /‘horti,kaltfor/ n. [non- 
count] the science or art of growing flowers, fruits, vege- 
tables, or plants used as decorations. —hor’ti-cul/- 
tur-al, adj. —hor’ti-cul/tur-ist, n. (count) 

ho-esanena (hō zan/a) /how'zend/ interj. This word is 
used to express praise of God. 

hose (hoz) /howz/ n., pl. hoses for 1; hose for 2, v., 
hosed, hos:ing. —n. [count] 1. a flexible tube for carry- 
ing a liquid, such as water, to a desired point: a garden 
hose. 2. (plural; used with a plural verb] stockings or 
socks for the foot. See illustration at CLOTHING. —v. 3. to 
water, wash, spray, Or pour water on with a hose: [~ + 
obj): He hosed the sidewalk, [~ + off + obj): He hosed 
off the car. [~ + obj + off): He hosed the car off. [~ + 
down + obj): He hosed down the lawn. [~ + obj + 
down): hosed the kids down for fun. 

hoesier-y (hd/zha rē) /‘how3oriy/ n. [noncount) stock- 
ings or socks of any kind. 
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hosp., an abbreviation of: hospital. 

hos-pice (hos/pis) /‘hospis/ n. [count] a health care fa- 
cility, or a system of professional home visits and care, 
for people who are dying. 

hos-pi-ta-ble (hos/pi ta bal, ho spit7a bal) /‘hospitabal, 
hn'spitabal/ adj. 1. treating quests or strangers warmly: 
a hospitable family. 2. showing a welcoming warmth: a 
hospitable smile. 3. favorable toward; receptive to: He 
was hospitable to new ideas. —hos/picta-bly, adv. 

hos-pi-tal (hos/pi tl) /‘hospitl/ n. [count] an institution in 
which the sick or injured are given medical and surgical 
treatment. See ILLUSTRATION. ——Usage. In British English, 
the word HOSPITAL Can appear as a noncount noun, with- 
out the article a or the before it, in certain phrases: (Brit- 
ish English): He's in hospital. = (American English): He's 
in a hospital or He’s in the hospital. 

hos-pi-taleisty (hos/pi tal/i tē) /,hospr'talitiy/ n. [non- 
count) the friendly reception and treatment of guests or 
strangers. 

hos-pi-tal-ize (hos/pi tl iz’) /‘hospitlayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to place in a hospital for medical care or 
observation. —hos-pi-tal-ieza-tion (hos/pi tl i zā/shən) 
/hospith'zeyfon/ n. tnoncount): His injuries did not re- 
quire hospitalization. (count): The nuniber of hospitaliza- 
tions actually decreased. 

host! (host) /howst/ n. [count] 1. a person who receives 
or entertains guests. 2. a person who introduces a televi- 
sion or radio show, or one who interviews guests. 3. one 
that provides resources, as for a convention: The host 
country for the Olyinpics was Spain. 4. the owner or 
manager of a hotel. 5. a living animal or plant from 
which a parasite obtains nutrition. 6. Also, host com- 
puter. a computer to which other computers are con- 
nected and from which data and programs are used. —v. 
[~ + obj] 7. to be the host at (a dinner, reception, etc.): 
The chairman hosted the party for her staff. 

host? (host) /howst/ n. [count] 1. [usually: ~ + of} a 
great number of persons or things; multitude: a host of 
details. 2. an army. 

hos-tage (hos/tij) /‘hostid3/ n. [count] a person cap- 
tured or kept by another so that certain terms will be met 
by the person's family, government, etc. 

hos-tel (hos/tl) /‘hostl/ n., v, -teled, -teling or (esp. 
Brit.) -telled, -tel-ling. —n. [count] 1. Also called youth 
hostel. an inexpensive, supervised place to live, esp. for 
young travelers. —v. [no obj] 2. to stay at hostels while 
traveling. —hos/tel-er, n. [count] 

hos-tel-ry (hos/tl rē) /hostlriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. an 
inn or hotel. 

host-ess (hd/stis) /'howstis/ n. [count] 1. a woman who 
is a host. 2. a woman who is employed in a restaurant or 
the like to take guests to their seats. 3. a woman work- 
ing for an airline who sees to the passengers’ comfort. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to be or serve as hostess to or at: host- 
essing the party. 

hos-tile (hos/tl) hostl/ adj. 1. of or relating to an en- 
emy: The army encountered hostile forces. 2. disagree- 
ing or disapproving; antagonistic: He faced hostile criti- 
cism. 3. not friendly or hospitable: She was hostile to the 
teacher. —hos/tile-ly, adv. 

hos-til-iety (ho stii tē) /ho'stilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. (nor- 
count] a hostile state or attitude; enmity: Hostility be- 
tween the two countries eased. 2. (count) a hostile act, 
as of war: Hostilities broke out. 3. (roricourit) opposition 
or resistance to an idea: The plan met with mich hostil- 


ity. 

hot (hot) /hot/ adj., hot-ter, hot-test, n. —adj. 1. having 
or giving off heat; having a high temperature: hot coffee. 
2. [be + ~ having or causing a feeling of great bodily 
heat: He was hot with fever. 3. peppery: spicy: Is this 
mustard hot? 4. (usually: before a nour) having or show- 
ing strong, intense, or violent feeling: has a hot temper. 
5. Slang. a. sexually aroused. b. sexy; attractive. 6. vio- 
lent, furious, or intense: the Hottest battle of the war. 7. 
strong or fresh, as a scent or trail. 8. new; fresh: news 
hot off the press. 9. (usually: be + ~} following very 
closely; close: The search party was hot on their trail. 10. 
iiformal. very good: The miovie was not so hot; a hot 
new idea. 11. [be + ~ + omat] knowing a lot about 
something; expert: She was pretty hot on coniputer pro- 
gramining. 12. [before a adjective of color) extremely 
intense: a hot pink bathrobe. 13. Informal. currently 
popular or in demand: the hottest new styles of clothing. 
14. Slang. performing well or winningly: He was or a hot 
streak (= He was winning because he was lucky). 15. 
Slang. funny; laughable; absurd: That's a hot one! 16. 
Slang. a. stolen recently or otherwise illegal and danger- 
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ous to possess: hot jewels. b. (usually: be + ~ wanted 
by the police. c. [be + ~] dangerous; risky: That deal is 
too hot for me to handle. d. [be + ~] unpleasant: The 
cops have made things hot for him. We [xe ae se LO) oe 
verb] Informal. eager: hot to get started. 18. actively 
conducting an electric current or containing a high volt- 
age: a hot wire. 19. RADIOACTIVE. —adv. 20. while hot: 
Serve the fish hot from the oven. —n. 21. the hots, 
(plural) [~ (+ for + obj)] Slang. strong sexual desire or 
attraction. —Idiom. 22. (all) hot and bothered, /nfor- 
mal. excited, aroused, or confused and worried. 23. hot 
and heavy, /nformal. in an intense, vehement manner: 
arguing hot and heavy. 24. hot under the collar, ‘nfor- 
mal. angry; upset. —hot/ness, n. (noncount ) 

hot’ air’, n. [noncount) Informal. meaningless or exag- 
gerated talk or writing. 

hot-bed (hot/bed’) /‘hot,bed/ n. [count] 1. a glass struc- 
ture covering a bed of earth that is heated, used for 
growing plants. 2. a place, condition, situation, or envi- 
ronment that favors rapid growth or spread. 

hot/-blood’ed, adj. 1. excitable; impetuous: hot- 
blooded adventurers. 2. showing or feeling emotions 
deeply; passionate: their hot-blooded love for each other. 

hot’ cake’ or hot/cake’, n. [count] 1. a pancake or 
griddlecake. ——Idiom. 2. sell or go like hot cakes, [no 
obj) to be bought, taken, or used up very quickly. 

hot’ dog’,’ n. [count] 1. a frankfurter. 2. a sandwich of 
a frankfurter in a split roll. 3. Also, hot/dog’. Slang. a 
person who hot-dogs; hot-dogger. —inter. 4. This word 
is used to express delight: Hot dog! I got the raise! 

hot/-dog” or hot/dog’, v. [no obj], -dogged, -dog- 
ging. Slang. to perform difficult, showy actions in a sport 
or other activity: surfers hot-dogging in the heavy surf. 
—hot/-dog/ger, n. [count] 

ho-tel (hō tel’) /how'tel/ n. [count] a building that offers 
a temporary place to stay for travelers. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 

ho-te-lier (d/tl ya’, hot/l ēr/, hō tel’yar) /,owtl'yey, 
jhowtl'1ar, how'telyar/ n. [count] a manager or owner of 
a hotel or inn. 

hot’ flash’, n. [count] a sudden, temporary feeling of 
heat experienced by some women during menopause. 
Also called hot? flush’. 

hot-foot (hot/foot’) /‘hnt,fut/ n., pl. -foots, v., -foot-ed, 
-foot-ing. —n. [count] 1. a practical joke in which a 
match is secretly put into the victim's shoe and then 
lighted. —v. [~ (+ it] 2. to go in a great hurry or 
quickly: to hotfoot (it) to the bank. 

hot-head (hot/hed’) /‘hot,hed/ n. [count] a person who 
acts without thinking or with too much emotion, or is 
quick to anger. —hot/head/ed, adj. —hot/head/ed-ly, 
adv. —hot/head/ed-ness, n. {noncount) 

hot-house (hot/hous’) /‘hot,haws/ n. [count] 1. an artifi- 
cially heated building, esp. a greenhouse, for the growing 
of tender plants. —adj. [before a noun) 2. grown in a 
hothouse: hothouse tomatoes. 3. overprotected: a 
spoiled, hothouse child. 4. favoring rapid development: a 
hothouse environment for new ideas. 

hot/ line’, n. [count] 1. a direct telephone or other link 
that provides immediate communication between heads 
of state in crisis. 2. Also, hot/line’. a telephone number 
providing direct access to a company, professional serv- 
ice, or agency, so as to get information, make a com- 
plaint, or receive counseling. 

hotely (hot7lé) /‘hntliy/ adv. 1. angrily or forcefully: argu- 
ing hotly. 2. closely: The convict was hotly pursued. 

hot’ plate’, n. [count] a portable appliance having an 
electrical unit for cooking. 

hot’ pota/’to, n. [count] a situation or issue that is diffi- 
cult, unpleasant, or risky to deal with. 

hot’ rod’, n. [count] an automobile specially built or al- 
tered for increased speed and fast starts. 

hot/-rod/’, v., -rod-ded, -rod-ding. [no obj] to drive a 
vehicle very fast. —hot/ rod/der, n. (court) 

hot’ seat’, n. (court; usually singular; often: the + ~] 
Slang. l. ELECTRIC CHAIR. 2. a highly uncomfortable or 
embarrassing situation. 

hot-shot (hot/shot’) /‘hot,fot/ Slang. —adj. [before a 
nonr) 1. successful and aggressive: a hotshot sales man- 
ager. 2. displaying attention-getting skill: a hotshot ball- 
player. —n. [connut] 3. Also, hot/ shot’. an impressively 
successful or skillful person. 

hot’ spot’ or hot/spot’/, n. [count] 1. a country or re- 
gion where dangerous or difficult political situations exist 
or may develop. 2. a place of lively activity. 

hot’ tub’, n. [court] a wooden tub, usually big enough 
to hold several persons, filled with hot water and often 
equipped with a whirlpool. 
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hot’ wa/’ter, n. (noncount) a difficult situation; trouble: 
was in hot water with the police. 

hound (hound) /hawnd/ n. [count] 1. a breed of dog 
used in hunting, esp. such a dog having a long face and 
large drooping ears. 2. any dog. 3. a mean, contempti- 
ble person. 4. enthusiast; devotee: an autograph hound 
(= one who is greatly interested in obtaining auto- 
graphs). —v. [~ + obj] 5. to persecute; harass: hounded 
him to get the work done. 

hour (ou’r, ouar) /aw®r, 'awor/ n. [count] 1. a period of 
time equal to 3 of a day or 60 minutes. 2. any specific 
one of these 24 periods. 3. a particular or appointed 
time: At what honr do you open? (= At what time do you 
open?) 4. a customary or usual time: at the dinner hour. 
5. the present time: news of the hour. 6. hours, [pluran 
a. time spent working, etc.: The doctor's hours were from 
10 to 4. b. the usual time of going to bed and getting 
up: likes to keep late hours. 7. the distance normally 
covered in an hour's traveling: We live about an hour 
from the city. 8. a single period, as of instruction, usually 
lasting from 40 to 55 minutes: The class meets four 
hours a week. 9. creDIT HOUR. —Idiom. 10. on the 
hour, at the start of each hour: The sinittle leaves every 
hour on the hour. 

hour-glass (ou°rglas’, ou/ar-) /‘aw°®r,glxs, ‘awor-/ n. 
[count] 1. an instrument for measuring time, made of 
two sections of glass joined by a narrow passage through 
which an amount of sand or mercury runs in just an 
hour. —adj. (before a noun] 2. having the shape of an 
hourglass: an hourglass figure. 

hourely (ou?r/lé, ou/ar-) /‘aw®rliy, 'awor-/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. occurring or done each hour: The TV channel 
had hourly news reports. 2. using an hour as a basic unit 
for counting or figuring (some amount): hourly wages. 3. 
hired to work for wages by the hour: hourly workers. 
—adv. 4. at or during every hour; once an hour. 

house (n., adj. hous; v. houz) / n., adj. haws; v. hawz/ 
n., pl. hous-es (hou/ziz) /‘hawziz/ v., housed, hous-ing, 
adj. —n. [count] 1. a building in which people live; resi- 
dence. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 2. household: /n our house, my 
parents make decisions together. 3. (often: House) a 
family, including ancestors and descendants: the House 
of Hapsburg. 4. (used with a noun in combination] a 
building, enclosure, or other construction for any of vari- 
ous purposes: a clubhouse (= a house for the members 
of a club); a doghouse (= a house for a dog). 5. a thea- 
ter, concert hall, or auditorium, or the audience in it: 
There was a full house for his perforinance. 6. a. (often: 
House] a law-making body or branch of government: the 
House of Representatives. b. the building in which such a 
body meets. 7. (often: House] a commercial establish- 
ment: business firm: a publishing house. —v. [~ + obj] 
8. to put or receive into a house: fo house students in a 
dormitory. 9. to provide with a place, as to work or 
study: This floor houses our executive staff. 10. to con- 
tain; hold; be a place for taking or holding: This casing 
houses the batteries. —adj. (before a noun] 11. suitable 
for or customarily kept in a house: house paint; house 
cats. 12. served by a restaurant as its customary brand: 
the house wine; the house salad dressing. —Idiom. 
13. bring down the house, to win the enthusiasm of a 
live audience. 14. keep house, to maintain a home. 15. 
on the house, as a gift from the management; free: 
drinks on the house. —house-ful (hous/fal) /‘hawsfoal/ n. 
[count], pl. -fuls. 

house’ arrest’, n. [noncount] confinement of an ar- 
rested person in his or her home or in a public place, as 
a hospital, instead of a jail. 

house-boat (hous/bōt/) /'haws,bowt/ n. [count] a flat- 
bottomed bargelike boat fitted for use as a place to live. 
house-boy (hous/boi’) /‘haws,boy/ n. [count] a boy or 
young man employed as a houseman. 

house-break (hous/brak’) /‘haws,breyk/ v. [~ + obj], 
-broke, -bro-ken, -break-ing. to train (a pet) to excrete 
outdoors or in a specific place. 

house-break-er (hous/bra’kar) /‘haws,breykor/ n. 
[count] a person who breaks into and enters a house 
with the intention to rob or steal something. 
house-coat (hous/kot’”) /haws,kowt/ nm. [count] a 
woman's robe or dresslike garment for casual wear about 
the house. 

house-fa-ther (hous/fa/thar) /‘haws, faðər/ n. [count] a 
man who supervises a group of young people, such as 
students, living in a dormitory, hostel, etc. 

house-fly or house fly (hous/fli’) /‘haws,flay/ n. 
[count], pl. -flies. a medium-sized fly common wherever 
humans live. 
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house-hold (hous’hdld’, -Gld’) /‘haws,howld, -,owld/ n. 
[count] 1. the people of a house taken aS a group. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to a household. 
3. for use in the home, esp. for cooking, cleaning, or 
laundering: household bleach. 4. widely familiar: a2 
household name in men’s fashions. 

household word’, n. [count] a familiar name, phrase, 
or saying; byword. 

house-hus-band (hous/huz/bend) /‘haws,hazbond/ n. 
[count] a married man who stays at home to manage 
the household while his spouse goes out to work. 

house-keep-er (hous’ke/per) /‘haws,kiypor/ n. [count] 
a person, often hired, who does housekeeping for a 
home. —house/’keep/‘ing, n. [(noncount) 

housemaid (hous’mad/) /‘haws,meyd/ n. [count] a fe- 
male servant employed in a home to do housework. 

house-man (hous’man/’, -man) /‘haws,men, -mon/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a male servant who performs general 
duties in a home, hotel, etc. 

house-moth-er (hous/muth/ər) = /‘haws,mador/ n. 
[count] a woman who supervises a group of young peo- 
ple, such as students, living in a dormitory, hostel, etc. 

house-par-ent (hous/par/ant, -par/-) /‘haws,pesront, 
- par-/ n. (cownt] a housemother or housefather. 

house-plant (hous/plant’) /‘haws,plent/ n. [count] a 
plant grown indoors, used for decoration. 
housessit or house-sit (hous/sit’) /‘haws,sit/ v. [no 
obj), -sat, -sit-ting. to take care of a home while the 
regular Owner or occupant is away. —house’ sit/ter, 
house/’-sit/ter, n. [count] 
house-top (hous/top’) /‘haws,top/ n. [count] 1. a roof. 
—JIdiom. 2. from the housetops, so that all can hear: 
He wanted to shout his joy from the housetops. 
housewares (hous/warz’) /‘haws,weorz/ n. [plural] 
things used in the home, such as household equipment, 
kitchen utensils or devices, glasses, etc. See illustration 
at STORE. 
house-warm-ing (hous/wér/ming) /‘haws,wormtn/ n. 
[count] a party to celebrate a move to a new home. 
house-wife (hous/wif) /‘haws,wayf/ n. (count), pl. 
-wives. a married woman who manages her own house- 
hold. —house/wife/ly, adj. 
house-work (hous/wurk’) /‘haws,wark/ n. [noncomnt] 
the work of cleaning, cooking, etc., to be done in the 
home. 
hous-ing (hou/zing) /‘hawzin/ n. 1. (noncount] houses 
or dwelling places thought of as a group. 2. [noncount] 
the providing of houses or shelter: housing of the poor. 
3. [count] anything that covers or protects, such as a 
casing or enclosed case and support for a mechanism. 
HOV, an abbreviation of: high-occupancy vehicle, a vehi- 
cle carrying a sufficient number of passengers to be al- 
lowed to use certain highway lanes. 
hove (hdv) /howv/ v. a pt. and pp. of HEAVE. 
hov-el (huv/al, hov/-) /‘haval, 'hnv-/ n. [count] a small, 
shabby house. 
hov-er (huv/ar, hov/-) /‘havor, ‘'hnv-/ v. [no obj] 1. to 
hang fluttering or suspended in the air: a kite hovering 
over the yard. 2. to remain near someone or something: 
He kept hovering outside my office. 3. to remain in an 
uncertain state: to hover between life and death. 
hov-er-craft (huvar kraft’, hov/-) /‘havor,kraft, 'hov-/ 
n. (count), pl. -craft. (sometimes: Hovercraft] a passen- 
ger craft that rides on a cushion of air, kept in the air by 
fans and driven forward by propellers. 
how (hou) /haw/ adv. 1. [used in questions] a. in what 
way or manner; by what means: How did the fire Start? 
b. to what extent, degree, etc.: How difficult was the test? 
c. at what amount or rate or in what measure Or quan- 
tity: How imch is this? How are these tomatoes sold? d. 
in what state or condition: How is the baby? e. for what 
reason: why: How can you say that? f. to what effect; with 
what meaning: How is one to interpret such actions? g. 
what: How do you mean? h. by what title or name: How 
does one address the president? i. in what form or 
shape: How does the demon appear in the first act? 2. 
This word is used to express strong feeling: How sweet it 
is! How ł love this mountain scenery! —conj. 3. the man- 
ner or way in which: / couldn't figure out how to solve the 
problem. 4. about the manner or condition in which: Be 
careful how you act. 5. in whatever manner or way; how- 
ever: You can dress how you please. 6. that: She told us 
how he was honest and could be tnisted. —n. (count) 7. 
a question concerning manner or method: too many 
hows about the way this happened. —Idiom. 8. and 
how! /nformal. certainly: Am I happy? And how! 9. how 
about? This phrase is used to mean “What do you think 
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or feel regarding (the next thing mentioned)?” or “What is 
your response to (the next thing mentioned)?”: IF they 
dont have pumpkin pie, how about apple? 10. how are 
you? This phrase is used as a greeting to someone al- 
ready known to the speaker: / haven't seen you lately; 
how are you? 11. how come? Informal. This phrase in- 
troduces a question meaning “how is it that? why?,” but, 
unlike similar questions, there is not a change in word 
order: How come you don't visit us anymore? 12. how 
do you do? This expression is used when one is intro- 
duced to someone in a formal situation: “This is my hus- 
band, Mr. Smith."— “How do you do, Mr. Smith?” 13. 
how so? how does it happen to be so? why?: You lef 
early? How so? —Usage. Compare the use of how in 
questions (def. 1) and in emphasizing (def. 2). In the 
questions, the subject comes after the verb: How did the 
fire start? In emphasizing statements, the subject comes 
before the verb: How sweet it is! Also, compare the use 
of How is/are...? with a similar construction involving 
WHAT, as in What is/are.../ike? Both ask a question about 
a noun or about some state or condition. The expression 
How is/are...? is used to ask about temporary or chang- 
ing states or conditions of things: How is your arm? —A 
little sore. How is your sister? She looks a little tired to- 
day. The expression What is/are...like? is used to ask 
questions about the permanent state, nature, or condi- 
tion of someone or something: What is school like in 
your country?—Well, there is elementary school, what 
they call gymnasium, and then college or university. What 
is your sister like?—She is tough, smart, and works hard. 
how-ev-er (hou evar) /haw'evar/ adv. 1. nevertheless; 
yet; on the other hand; in spite of that: We have not yet 
won; however, we shall keep trying. 2. to whatever extent 
or degree; no matter how: However much you spend, I 
will reimburse you. 3. [used in questions] how; how un- 
der the circumstances: However did you escape? —conj. 
4. in whatever way, manner, or state: Arrange your work 
hours however you like. 
how-itzeer (hou/it sər) /'hawitsər/ n. [count] a cannon 
with a short barrel, used esp. for firing shells at a steep 
upward angle. 
howl (houl) /hawl/ v. [no obj] 1. (of a dog, wolf, or the 
like) to make a loud, long, mournful cry: The coyote was 
howling at the moon. 2. to make a similar Cry, as in pain 
or rage; wail: She howled as the dentist began to pull the 
tooth. 3. to make a sound like an animal howling: The 
wind howls through the trees. 4. to laugh uproariously. 
—n. [count] 5. the cry of a dog, wolf, or the like. 6. a Cry, 
as of pain or rage. 7. a sound like wailing: the howl of 
the wind. 8. a loud outburst; yell: howls of laughter. 9. 
something that causes hilarity. 
howler (hou/ler) /hawlor/ n. [count] 1. someone or 
something that howls. 2. a funny and absurd mistake: 
The essay was filled with grammatical howlers. 
howling (hou/ling) /‘hawlin/ adj. [before a noun] com- 
plete; great; total: The party was a howling success. 
how/-to/, adj. n., pl. -tos. —adj. [before a noun) 1. 
giving basic instructions to the nonexpert for doing or 
making something: a how-to book on photography. —n. 
[count] 2. the guidelines for doing something: the how- 
tos of gardening. 
hp, an abbreviation of: horsepower. 
H.P. or h.p. or HP, an abbreviation of: 1. high pressure. 
2. horsepower. 
H.Q. or h.q. or HQ, an abbreviation of: headquarters. 
hr., an abbreviation of: hour. 
H.S., an abbreviation of: high school. 
ht., an abbreviation of: height. 
Hts., an abbreviation of: Heights (used in place names). 
hua-racche (wa rä/chē, -cha) /woa'ratfiy, -tfey/ nm. 
[count], pl. -ches (-chéz, -chaz) /-tfiyz, -tfeyz/. a Mexi- 
can sandal having the upper part woven of leather strips. 
hub (hub) /hab/ n. [count] 1. the central part of a wheel, 
fan, propeller, etc. 2. a focus of activity or authority; 
core: The city was the manufacturing hub. 
hub-bub (hub/ub) /‘habab/ n. (count; usually singular] a 
loud, confused noise, as of many voices; tumult; uproar. 
hub-cap (hub/kap’) /‘hab,kiep/ n. [count] a removable 
cover for the center of the exposed side of an automobile 
wheel, covering the axle. 
huebris (hydo/bris, höo/-) /‘hyuwbris, ‘huw-/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] exaggerated pride or 
self-confidence; arrogance. 
huck-le-ber-ry (huk/al ber’é) /‘hakal,beriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ries. 1. a dark blue or black berry that may be eaten, 
coming from a shrub of the heath family. 2. a shrub 
bearing huckleberries. 
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huck-ster (huk/star) /hakstor/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who uses showy methods of promoting or advertising 
things. 2. a person who sells small items; hawker. 
—huck/ster-ish, adj. —huck/ster-ism, n. (noncount) 

huddle (hud/l) /‘hadl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) gather or crowd together: [no obj): They hud- 
died around the stove to get warm. {~ + obj]: The coun- 
selers huddled the children round the campfire. 2. [no 
obj] to meet together and discuss; confer or consult: The 
union negotiators huddled for a few moments. —n. 
[count] 3. a closely gathered group, mass, OF heap; 
bunch. 4. a close gathering of football players before a 
play to hear instructions for the next play. 5. a confer- 
ence or consultation. 

hue (hyoo) /hyuw/ n. [count] 1.a gradation or shade of a 
color; tint: pale hues. 2. color: all the hues of the rain- 
bow. —hued, adj. 

hue’ and cry’, n. (count; usually singular] public 
clamor, protest, or alarm. 

huff (huf) /haf/ n. (count; usually singular) 1. a mood of 
quiet and barely held back anger; a fit of resentment. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to show or express anger: He huffed 
about the unfairness of the press. 3. to puff or blow; 
breathe heavily. 

huf-fy (huf/é) /'hafiy/ adj., -fiver, -fieest. annoyed; of- 
fended: got huffy when | asked his age. —huff-iely (huf?- 
ə lē) /'hafaliy/ adv. 

hug (hug) /hag/ v., hugged, hug-ging, n. —v. 1. to hold 
or clasp tightly in the arms; embrace: [~ + obj]: to hug 
one’s child. [no obj]: They were hugging and crying. 2. 
[~ + obj] to keep close to: The boat hugged the shore. 
—n. [count] 3. a tight clasp with the arms; embrace. 
—hug/ger, n. (count) 

huge (hyooj) /hyuwd3/ adj., hug-er, hug-est. 1. extraor- 
dinarily large in size, weight, quantity, or area; gigantic: a 
huge ship. 2. very great; extraordinary: The book was a 
Inige success. —huge/ly, adv. —huge/ness, n. {non- 
count) 

huh (hu) /ha/ interj. This word is used to express sur- 
prise, disbelief, dislike, or to ask a question: Huh! Look 
at that! You're OK, huh? 

hu-la (hd0/la) /huwls/ n. [count], pl. -las. a Hawaiian 
native dance marked by swaying of the hips and sliding 
motions of the feet and complicated arm movements 
that tell a story in pantomime. Also called hu/la-hu/la. 

hulk (hulk) /halk/ n. [count] 1. the body of an old ship. 
2. the shell of something wrecked, burned-out, or aban- 
doned: the abandoned hulk of a military tank. 3. a large, 
clumsy-looking person. 

hulk-ing (hulking) /‘halkin/ adj. [before a noun] heavy; 
ponderous; massive. 

hull’ (hul) /hal/ n. [count] 1. the outer covering of a seed 
or fruit. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to remove the hull of; skin, 
peel, shell, or shuck. 

hull? (hul) /hal/ n. (count) the hollow lowermost portion 
of a ship. 

hul-la-ba-loo (hula ba 100’) /‘halaba,luw/ n. [count], pl. 
-loos. a large or great noise or disturbance; uproar. 

hum (hum) /ham/ v, hummed, hum-ming, n., inter. 
=r. 1. [no obj] to make a low, continuous sound; drone: 
bees humming in the garden. 2. to sing with closed lips, 
without pronouncing words: [no obj]: He was humming 
quietly to himself. [~ + obj]: He hummed a tune. 3. [no 
obj] to give forth an unclear sound of mixed voices or 
noises: The crowded room was humming. 4. [no obj] to 
be in a state of busy activity: The household was thum- 
ming with wedding preparations. —n. [count] 5. the act 
or sound of humming. —interj. 6. This word is used to 
express hesitation, dissatisfaction, doubt, a moment of 
thinking, etc. —hum/mer, n. (count) 

-hum-, root. -hum- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “ground.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: EXHUME, HUMBLE, HUMILIATE, HUMILITY, HUMUS, POSTHU- 
MOUS. 

hueman (hydo’moan) /‘hyuwmon/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
of, relating to, characteristic of, or having the nature of 
people: human weakness. 2. [before a noun) made up of 
people: the human race. 3. (before a noun] of or relating 
to the social aspect of people: human affairs. 4. sympa- 
thetic; kind; humane: a warmly human understanding. 
—n. [count] 5. Also called hu/man be/ing. a person; a 
man, woman, or child. —hu’/man-ness, n. [noncount] 

huemane (hyoo man’) /hyuw'meyn/ adj. 1. having or 
showing the qualities of tenderness, kindness, and com- 
passion: was humane in his treatment of the prisoners. 
2. of or relating to humanistic studies. —huemane/ly, 
adv. —huemane/ness, n. Lnoncount] 
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hu-man-ism = (hydo’ma__niz’am) fhyuwma,nizam/ n. 
(noncount) 1. (often: Himanisrn] a system or manner of 
thinking or action in which human interests, values, and 
dignity are most important, often rejecting the impor- 
tance of a belief in God or in religion. 2. devotion to or 
Study of the humanities. —hu/manist, n. (connt], adj. 
—hu/maniis/tic, adj. 

hueman-i-tar-iean (hyoo man/i târ/ē ən) 
/hyuw,meeni'teoriyan/ adj. 1. having concern for or help- 
ing to improve the welfare and happiness of people, as 
by eliminating poverty. —n. [count] 2. a person who pro- 
motes humanitarian causes. —hueman/i-tar/i-an-ism, n. 
(noncoung 

husmaneiety (hydo man/i tē) /hyuw'menitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. (noncount] all human beings thought of as a group; 
the human race. 2. [noncoint] the quality or condition of 
being human; human nature: We share a common Iu- 
manity. 3. (noncount] the quality of being humane; 
goodwill; benevolence: Your Iummanity toward us in our 
time of suffering will never be forgotten. 4. the humani- 
ties, [plural] literature, languages, philosophy, art, etc., 
as distinguished from the sciences. 

husmaneize (hyoo/ma niz’) /‘hyuwmoa,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make humane. 2. to attribute 
human qualities to: Some people tend to Intnnanize their 
pets. —hu-eman-i-zastion (hyoo’mea ni zā/shən) /,hyuwm- 
oni'zeyfon/ n. (noncownt] —hu/man:iz/er, n. [count] 

huemans-kind (hydo’man kind’) /‘hyuwmon,kaynd/_n. 
[noncount) human beings thought of as a group; the hu- 
man race; humanity; mankind. 

humanely (hydo’man lē) /‘hyuwmonliy/ adv. 1. in a hu- 
man manner: was Immanly subject to occasional weak- 
ness. 2. with regard to human needs or concerns; hu- 
manely: to deal humanly with the homeless. 3. within the 
limits of human ability: /t’s not humanly possible to do 
that. 

huemansoid (hydo’ma noid’) /‘hyuwmo,noyd/ adj. 1. 
having human characteristics or form: a humanoid robot. 
—n. [count] 2. a humanoid being or creature. 

hu/man rights’, n. [plnra basic and fundamental 
rights, esp. those believed to belong to an individual and 
with which a government may not interfere, such as the 
right to speak, the right to associate with anyone else, 
and the right to work. 

humble (hum/bal) /‘hambol/ adj., -bler, -blest, v., 
-bled, -bling. —adj. 1. not proud or arrogant; modest. 2. 
low in importance, status, or condition; lowly: began his 
career in a very humble position. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
lower in condition, importance, or dignity: The politician 
was Intrmbled by defeat in the last election. —hum/ble- 
ness, n. (noncount) —hum/bler, n. (count) —hum/bly, 
adv. See -HuM-. 

humebug (hum/bug’/) /ham,bag/ n. 1. (noncount) 
something intended to fool, trick, or deceive others. 2. 
(count) a person who is not what he or she claims to be; 
an impostor. 3. [noncomnt] meaningless or empty talk; 
nonsense. 

hum-ding-er (hum/ding/or) /‘ham'digar/ n. (cownt] In- 
formal. a remarkable person or thing. 

humedrum (hum/drum’) /‘ham,dram/ adj. lacking vari- 
ety; boring; dull. 

huemer-us (hyd0’mar as) /‘hyuwmorods/ n. [count], pl. 
-mersi (-ma ri’) /-mo,ray/. the long upper bone extending 
from the shoulder to the elbow. —hu/mer-al, adj. 

humid (hyoo’mid) /'hyuwmid/ adj. containing a high 
amount of water vapor: Immid air. —hu/midsly, adv. 

hu-mid-isfy (hyoo mid’a fi’) /hyuw'mido,fay/ v. [~ + 
obj), -fied, -fy-ing. to make humid. —hu-mid-iefi-ca- 
tion (hyoo mid’a fi ka’shan) /hyuw,midofi'keyfon/ n. 
[noncount] —hu-emid/i-fi/er, n. (coimnt] 

hu-emid-iety (hydo midi tē) /hyuw'miditiy/ n. [noncount] 
the amount of water vapor in the air. 

husmiedor (hydo’mi d6ér’) /‘hyuwmi,dor/ n. [count] a 
container specially made to keep cigars or other items of 
tobacco properly moist. 

huemileisate (hydo mil7é at’) /hyuw'miliy,cyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to cause (a person) a painful loss of 
pride, self-respect, or dignity: The mishap humiliated her 
in front of her friends. See -HuM-. 

huemil-ieateing (hydo mil”é at/ing) /hyuw'miliy,cytin/ 
adj. Causing a feeling of humiliation: That humiliating de- 
feat crushed the team. —hu-mil/i-at/ing-ly, adv.: The 
team was humiliatingly defeated. See -HUN-. 

huemil-isaction (hyoo mil”é ā/shən) /hyuw,miliy'cyfon/ 
n. 1. (nonconnt) a feeling of great embarrassment be- 
cause of a painful loss of pride, self-respect, or dignity. 
2. (cont) a particular instance, experience, or event that 
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causes such embarrassment: suffered one Ininiliation af- 
ter another. See -HuM-. 

hu-emil-iety (hydo mili tē) /hyuw'militiy/ m. [noncomnt] 
the quality or state of being humble. See -Hum-. 

hum-minge-bird (huning bird) /‘hamin,bard/ n. 
[count] a tiny, usually colorful bird having a long, slender 
bill for sipping nectar. 

huemon-gous (hyoo mung/gas, -mong/-) 
/hyuw'mangas, -'mny-/ also humungous, adj. Slang. 
extraordinarily large. 

husmor (hyoo’mar) /‘hyuwmoar/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a funny, 
comic, or absurd quality causing amusement. 2. the abil- 
ity or faculty of seeing and knowing what is amusing or 
comical, and being able to express it or appreciate it: a 
keen sense of Immor. 3. something that causes humor: 
The story had no Immor in it. 4 mental temperament: a 
temporary mood or frame of mind: in sulky immor; in 
good humor. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to go along with the hu- 
mor or mood of (someone) in order to soothe, cheer up, 
calm down, etc.: to humor a child. Also, esp. Brit., hu- 
mour. —hu/mor-ist, n. [count] —hu/mor-less, adj. 
—hu/mor-less-ly, adv. —hu/mor-less:ness, n. (ron- 
count] 

hu-mor-ous (hydd/mer as) /‘hyuwmoros/ adj. 1. having 
humor; funny; comical: a /morous little story. 2. having 
the ability to make people laugh: a humorous person. 
—hu/mor-ous-ly, adv. —hu/mor-ous-ness, n. Inon- 
count) 

hump (hump) /hamp/ n. [count] 1. a rounded lump that 
sticks out noticeably, as on the back of a camel. —v. 2. 
[~ + obj] to raise (the back) in a hump; hunch. 3. [~ + 
obj; no obj) Slang (vulgar). to have sexual intercourse 
(with). 4. [no obj] Slang. to hurry; rush. —Idiom. 5. 
over the hump, past the worst part of something. 

hump-back (hump/bak’) /‘hamp,bexk/ n. [cont] 1. a 
back that is humped. 2. a whale noted for the way it 
arches its back as it dives. —hump/backed/, adj. 

humph (an expression resembling a snort or grunt; 
spelling pron. humf) /an expression resembling a snort 
or grunt; speling pron. hamf/ interj. 1. This sound is 
used to express disbelief, dislike, etc.: “Humph, “she said, 
‘your promises mean nothing.” —v. (no obj] 2. to make 
the sound “humph.” 

huemus (hydo’mas) /‘hyuwmos/ n. [noncount] the dark 
material in soils, produced by the decay of vegetable or 
animal matter. See -Hum-. 

hunch (hunch) /hantf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to thrust out or 
up in a hump; arch: He Inmnched his shoulders. —n. 
[count] 2. a feeling or guess about the future; a suspi- 
cion: 1 had a hunch you wouldnt show ip on time. 3. a 
hump. 

hunch-back (hunch/bak’) /‘hantf,bek/ n. [count] 1. a 
person whose back is humped because of abnormal spi- 
nal curvature. 2. HUMPBACK (def. 1). —hunch’backed’, 
adj. 

hun-dred (hun/drid) /‘handrid/ n., pl. -dreds, (as after a 
numeral) -dred, adj. —n. (count) 1. a cardinal number, 
ten times ten. 2. a symbol for this number, such as 100 
or C. 3. hundreds, [plura a. a number between 100 
and 999, such as in referring to an amount of money: We 
spent hundreds extra on those options for the new car. 
b. a generally large number: Hnndreds came to the fu- 
neral. 4. a hundred-dollar bill. —adj. [afer a number 
and before a noun} 5. amounting to 100 in number: Two 
Imndred dollars is a lot to pay. —hun/dred-fold’, adv. 
—hun/dredth, adj., n. [count] —Usage. The word Imn- 
dred and a few other words of higher numbers like THOU- 
SAND, MILLION, and BILLION Stay in the singular form when 
a number comes before them, even when that number is 
greater than one: two Iuimdred people, three niillion sol- 
diers, four thousand planes, five billion dollars. But if no 
number comes before these words they may be plural: 
hundreds of people, millions of soldiers, thousands of 
planes, billions of dollars. 

hun-dred-weight (hun/drid wat’) /handrid,weyt/ n. 
[count], pl. -weights, (as after a nimeral) -weight. a 
unit of weight commonly equivalent to 100 pounds (45. 
359 kilograms) in the U.S. Abbr.: cwt 

hung (hung) /han/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of nane. —Idiom. 
2. hung over, [ysially: be + ~ suffering the effects of a 
hangover: Iming over from the vodka. 3. hung up, [nsu- 
ally: be + ~] Slang. a. unavoidably detained: were Ining 
up by the traffic jam. b. [~ (+ on + obj)] baffled by a 
problem: was lung up on how to end his novel. c. Also, 
hung-up. having psychological problems. 4. hung up 
on, [ssually; be + ~ + obj] Slang. a. thinking about 
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something all the time: Aung up on petty details. b. infat- 
uated with; in love with. 

Hun-gareiean (hung gar’é an) /han'georiyan/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to Hungary. 2. of or relating to the language 
spoken in Hungary. —n. 3. [count] a person born or liv- 
ing in Hungary. 4. [nonconnt] the language spoken in 
Hungary. 

hun-ger (hung’ger) /“hangar/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a strong 
need or desire for food: The meat should satisfy his min- 
ger. 2. the painful sensation or state of weakness caused 
by the need of food: to collapse from Munger. 3. a short- 
age of food; famine: a concert to aid the fight against 
hunger. 4. a strong desire or craving for anything; lust: 
nis hunger for power. —v. 5. to have a strong desire: [~ 
+ for + obj): They hungered for justice. [~ + after + 
obj): He Iningered after power. 

hun/ger strike’, n. [count] a deliberate refusal to eat, 
done as protest: a Munger strike against injustice. 
—hun/ger strik/er, n. (count) 

hung’ ju/’ry, n. (count) a jury that cannot agree on a 
verdict. 

hun-gry (hung/gré) /‘hangriy/ adj., -griver, -gri-est. 1. 
having a desire or need for food. 2. [be + ~ + for + 
obj] eager; desirous: She was hungry for success. 3: in- 
dicating hunger or strong desire: a hungry look in a per- 
son's eyes. 4. go hungry, to lack enough food: Many of 
the poor went hungry. —hun-griely (hung/gra lē) /hap- 
graliy/ adv. 
hunk (hungk) /hank/ n. [count] 1. a large piece: a hunk 
of meat. 2. Slang. a handsome man with a well- 
developed body. 
hun-ker (hung/kar) /haykor/ v. [no obj; ~ + down) 1. 
to squat; crouch: They hunkered down and drew dia- 
grains on the sand. 2. to settle in for a length of time: 
The troops hunkered down to wait out the air raid. The 
dictator hunkered down in his bornb shelter and escaped 
the shelling. 
hunk-y-doery (hung’ké dôr/ē, -dōr/ē) /hankiy'doriy, 
-'dowriy/ adj. Informal. fine; pleasing: Things are just 
hunky-dory. 
hunt (hunt) /hant/ v. 1. to chase or search for (game or 
other wild animals) for the purpose of catching or killing: 
[~ + obj]: Do you need a license to hint pheasant? (no 
obj): They hint in the spring. 2. [~ (+ down) + obj) to 
chase (a person) in order to capture: to hunt down a kid- 
napper. 3. to search thoroughly: [~ + obj): They were 
hunting the area for a new house. (no obj): They were 
hunting for a new house. 4. {~ + obj] to pursue Or take 
game in: Poachers have been hunting the woods. —n. 
[cont] 5. the act or practice of hunting. 6. a search or 
pursuit; a seeking to find: The hunt for the house took a 
year. 
hunt-er (hun/tar) /hantor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
chases or searches for wild animals. 2. a person who 
tries to get something: a fortune hunter (= someone try- 
ing to get a fortune). 


huntress (hun/tris) /‘hantris/ m. [count] a female 
hunter. 
huntseman (hunts/mən) /‘hantsman/ nm. [comnt), pl. 


-men. a hunter. 

hur-dle (hir/dl) /‘hardl/ n, v, -dled, -dling. —n. 1. 
[count] a fencelike barrier or frame over which racers or 
horses must jump in certain races. 2. hurdles, [non- 
count; used with a singular verb) a track race in which 
racers leap hurdles. 3. [count] a difficulty to be over- 
come; obstacle. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to leap over (a barrier), 
as in a race: He hurdled the bars easily. 5. to overcome; 
surmount: He hurdled the last obstacle to success. 
—hur/diler, n. (count) 

huredy-gur-edy (hur/dé giir/dé, -gur’-) [hardiy'gardiy, 
-,g3r-/ n. [count], pl. -gur-dies. a kind of musical instru- 
ment played by turning a crank. 

hurl (hûrl) /harl/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to throw or fling with 
great force or strength: Hurled a brick through the win- 
dow. 2. to say with force, as by shouting: to hurl insults 
at the umpire. —n. (count) 3. a powerful throw; pitch. 

hurler, n. (count) 

hurley-burl-y (hûr/iē bůr/lē, -bůûr/-) /'hsrliy'bsrliy, 
-bsr-/ n. [nonconnt] noisy disorder and confusion; com- 
motion; uproar. 

hurrah (hə ra’, -r0%) /ho'ra, -'ro/ also hureray (-ra/) 
/-'rey/ interj., v., -rahed, -rah-ing also -rayed, -ray-ing, 
n. —interj. 1. This word is used to express joy, exulta- 
tion, appreciation, encouragement, or the like: Murray! 
You did it! —v. [no obj) 2. to shout “hurrah.” —n. 
[count] 3. an exclamation of “hurrah.” —IJdiom. 4. last 
or final hurrah, a final moment of glory. 
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hureriscane (hûr/i kan’, hur/-) /‘hari,keyn, "har-/ n. 
[count] a violent tropical storm, esp. of the W North At- 
lantic, having wind speeds of or greater than 74 mph (33 
m/sec). 

hurried (har/éd, hur/éd) /‘hsriyd, ‘hariyd/ adj. done 
with often excessive haste: had a hurried meal. —hur/- 
riedely, adv. 

hurery (har’é, hur’é) /‘hariy, 'hariy/ v. -ried, -ry-ing, n. 
—yv. 1. to (cause to) move, proceed, or act with haste: 
[no obj]: He hurried into town. [~ + to + verb]: She 
hurried to help him when he fell. {~ + up): Could you 
please hurry up? [~ + obj): The outfielder hurried his 
throw to first base. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to be hasty; 
rush: We don't want to hurry them into a decision. —n. 
[noncount] 3. a state of urgency or eagerness. There's no 
hurry; take your time. 4. hurried movement or action; 
haste. —Idiom. 5. in a hurry, a. quickly: She finished 
in a Murry. b. wanting to act quickly: in a hurry to go 
home. 

hurt (hart) /hart/ v., hurt, hurting, n., adj. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj) to cause bodily injury to; injure: That fall hurt his 
leg. 2. to cause a feeling of bodily pain to or in: [~ + 
obj): The old wound stilt hurts hirn. [~ + oneself). He 
hurt himself long ago. (no obj): The old wound still hurts. 
3. [~ + obj] to damage or ruin (a material object) by 
rough use, improper care, etc.: Stains can't hurt this fab- 
ric. 4. [~ + obj] to affect in a bad way; harm: Those lies 
hurt his reputation. 5. to offend or cause sorrow to: he 
+ obj): She hurt his feelings with those unkind remarks. 
[no obj): The blow to her pride really hurts. 6. [usially: 
be + ~ing; no obj) to suffer from not having enough of 
something: are still hurting from the effects of the fam- 
ine. —n. 7. [nonconnt] mental distress: feetings of hurt. 
8. (count) a bodily wound or injury. —adj. 9. physically 
injured: a badly hurt leg. 10. offended: hurt pride. 11. 
suggesting that one has been offended: had a hurt look 
on her face. —Idiom. 12. It does/would/will not 
hurt. This phrase is used to suggest that what follows is 
a good idea: [~ + to + verb): It doesnt hurt to change 
your car's oil (= It is a good idea to change your Car's 
oi). [~ + obj + to + verb): It wouldn't hurt you to apol- 
ogize to her (= It would be a good idea for you to apolo- 
gize to her). 

hurt-ful (hart/fal) /'hsrtfəl/ adj. causing hurt, distress, or 
injury. 

hur-tle (har/tl) /‘hart!/ v. [no obj], -tled, -tling. to move 
with great speed: The car hurtled down the road. 

husband (huz/bend) /‘hazband/ n. [count] 1. a married 
man. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to manage or use carefully: fo 
husband one’s resources. 

hus-bandery (huz/ban dré) /‘hazbondriy/ n. [nonconnt] 
1. the growing of crops and the raising of farm animals. 
2. careful management of resources. 

hush (hush) /haf/ interj. 1. This word is used as a com- 
mand to be silent or quiet: Hush, child, they’ hear you. 
—v, 2. [~ + obj] to cause to become silent or quiet: We 
hushed the children when the mayor began his speech. 
3. to suppress mention of; keep concealed: [~ + up ar 
obj): to hush up a scandal. [~ + obj + up]: to hush it 
up quickly. 4. [~ + obj] to make calm: to hush some- 
one’s fears. —n. (count; usually singular) 5. silence or 
quiet, esp. after noise; stillness: A hush fell over the 
crowd. 

hushed (husht) /haft/ adj. quiet: the hushed countryside. 

hush/-hush/, adj. highly secret or confidential. 

hush’ pup’py, n. [count] Southern U.S. a small, deep- 
fried ball of cornmeal dough. 

husk (husk) /hask/ n. (comnt] 1. the dry outer covering of 
certain fruits or seeds, esp. of an ear of corn. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to remove the husk from: husking corn. 
—husk/er, n. [count] 

huskey! (hus’ké) /‘haskiy/ adj., -iver, -ïest, n. —adj. 1. 
big and strong; burly; brawny: husky football players. 2. 
(of the voice) somewhat hoarse. —n. [noncomnt] 3. a size 
of garments for boys who are heavier than average. 
—bhusk-iely (hus’ka lē) /‘haskoliy/ adv. —husk/i-ness, n. 
[nonconnt] 

huskey? (hus/kē) /‘haskiy/ n. [conni], pi. husk-ies. 
(sometimes: Husky.) a furry, strong dog used to pull 
sleds in cold climates. 

husesy (hus’é, huz/ē) /‘hasiy, ‘haziy/ n. (comnt], pl. 
-sies. a woman or girl who is considered somewhat im- 
moral. 

hus-tings (hus/tingz) /‘hastigz/ n. 1. [noncount] any 
place from which political campaign speeches are made: 
ont on the hustings. 2. [plural the speeches and political 
activities given or done during a campaign. 
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husetle (hus/al) /‘hasol/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) move, esp. to leave, roughly or hurriedly: {n0 
obj): She hustled off to work. [~ + obj): He hustled the 
kids to school. 2. [no obj] to proceed or work rapidly or 
energetically: / hustled and finished the report. 3. [no 
obj) to be aggressively energetic: He really hustled and 
signed up a lot of clients. 4. [~ + obj] to promote ag- 
gressively: The author went on TV talk shows to hustle 
his newest book. 5. [~ + obj] to pressure (a person) to 
buy or do something unwise: The car salesman tried to 
hustle us into a bad deal. 6. [~ + obj] to obtain by often 
dishonest or illegal means: to hustle money from unsus- 
pecting tourists. 7. Slang. to earn one’s living by illegal 
means: [no obj): out hustling on the streets. [~ + obj): 
out hustling drugs. —n. 8. [noncotnt) energetic or hur- 
ried activity. 9. [moncount] discourteous shoving or jos- 
tling: the hustle and bustle of the big city. 10. [count] 
Slang. a scheme of persuading someone to buy some- 
thing unprofitable or participate in a dishonest scheme: 
The con artists tried another hustle. —hus-tler (hus/ler) 
Ihaslar/ n. (count) 

hut (hut) /hat/ n. [count] a small dwelling or building of 
simple construction. 

hutch (huch) /hatf/ n. [count] 1. a pen or enclosed coop 
for small animals: a rabbit hutch. 2. a chestlike cabinet 
with doors or drawers, usually with open shelves above. 

hutz-pa or hutz-pah (id0t’spa, hodt/-) /'xutspa, ‘hut-/ 
n. Slang. CHUTZPA. 

hwy or hwy., an abbreviation of: highway. 

hy-a-cinth (hia sinth) /'hayəsınð/ n. [count] a plant 
grown from a bulb, of the lily family, with a rounded clus- 
ter of sweet-smelling, colorful flowers. 

hy-brid (hi/brid) /‘haybrid/ n. [count] 1. the offspring of 
two animals or plants of different breeds, varieties, or 
species. 2. anything of blended origins: The work is a hy- 
brid of classical and rock music styles. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. bred or descended from two distinct breeds, va- 
rieties, Or species. 4. formed or made up of very differ- 
ent or unlike elements or parts. —hy/brid-ism, n. (non- 
count) 

-hydr-, root. -hydr- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “water.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: CARBOHYDRATE, DEHYDRATION, HYDRANT, HYDRAULIC, HY- 
DROCARBON, HYDROELECTRIC, HYDROFOIL, HYDROGEN, HYDRO- 
PHOBIA, HYDROPLANE, HYDROPONICS, HYDROTHERAPY. 

hy-drant (hi/drant) /'haydrənt/ n. [count] an upright 
pipe with a spout or nozzle for drawing water from a wa- 
ter main, esp. for fighting fires. See illustration at STREET. 
See -HYDR-. 

hy.drau-lic (hi drô/lik, -drol/ik) /hay'drolik, -'drolik/ adj. 
operated by, moved by, or relating to the pressure of wa- 
ter or other liquids in motion: hydraulic brakes. —hy- 
drau/li-cal-ly, adv. See -HYDR-. 

hy-drauclics (hi drd/liks, -droViks) /hay'droliks, 
-‘droliks/ n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] the 
science that deals with the laws governing water or other 
liquids in motion, and how these laws are used in engi- 
neering. See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-car-bon (hi/dra kar/ben, hi/dra kär/-) /,hay- 
dro'karbon, 'haydrə,kar-/ n. [count] a group of chemical 
compounds containing only hydrogen and carbon, such 
as methane or benzene. See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-e-lecstric (hi/drd i lek/trik) /,haydrown'lektrik/ 
adj. of or relating to the production and distribution of 
electricity taken from the energy of falling water or any 
other hydraulic source. —hy-dro-e-lec-tricsisty (hi/dro- 
i lek tris/i tē, -é/lek-) /,haydrowilek'trisitiy, -,iylek-/ n. 
(noncount] See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-foil (hi/dra foil’) /‘haydro,foyl/ n. [count] 1. a 
winglike structure fitted near the bottom of a boat to lift 
the hull while the boat is moving. 2. a vessel equipped 
with a hydrofoil. See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-gen (hi/dra jan) /‘haydrad3an/ n. [noncount] a 
colorless, odorless gas that burns easily, and combines 
chemically with oxygen to form water. See -HYDR-. 

hy’drogen bomb’, n. [count] a bomb that takes its 
explosive energy from the fusion of hydrogen atoms. Also 
called H-bomb. See -Hyor-. 

hy’drogen perox/ide, n. [noncount) a colorless liquid 
which is used chiefly as an antiseptic and to bleach or 
whiten objects. See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-phoebiea (hi/dra fō/bē ə) /haydra'fowbiyo/ n. 
[noncount] 1. RaBiES. 2. a fear of water. See -HYDR-. 

hy-dro-phone (hi/dra fon’) /haydra,fown/ n. [count] a 
device for detecting sounds sent through water, as for lo- 
cating submarines. See -HYDR-, -PHON-. 


hy-dro-plane (hi/dra plan’) /‘haydra,pleyn/ n, v., 
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-planed, -plan-ing. —n. [count] 1. a seaplane. 2. a light, 
high-powered boat designed to skim along the surface of 
the water at high speeds. —v. [no obj] 3. to skim over 
water in the manner of a hydroplane. 4. to travel in or 
pilot a hydroplane. See -Hyor-. 

hydroponics (hi/drə pon/iks) /,haydra'poniks/ m. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] the growing of 
plants by placing the roots in liquid solutions rather than 
in soil. —hy’dro-pon/ic, adj. See -Hyor-. 

hy-dro-ther-a-py (hi/dra thera pē) /,haydra'Verapiy/ n. 
[noncount] the use of water in the treatment of disease 
or injury, such as with soothing baths or sprays for 
wounds or heated pools for stiffened joints. See -Hyor-. 

hy-e-na (hi ē/nə) /hay'iyno/ n. [count], pl. -nas. a large, 
wolf-like, meat-eating animal with a laugh-like cry. 

hy-giene (hi/jén) /‘hayd3iyn/ n. [noncount] 1. the scien- 
tific study of how to preserve health and prevent disease. 
2. cleanliness, esp. so as to preserve health and prevent 
disease. —hy-gieenvic (hi/jé en/ik, hi jen/-) /,hayd- 
3ly'entk, hay'd3en-/ adj. —hy’gi-en/i-calely, adv. 

hy-giensist (hi jé/nist, -jen/ist, hi/jē nist) /hay'dziynist, 
-‘dgenist, 'hayd3iynist/ n. [count] 1. an expert in hy- 
giene. 2. DENTAL HYGIENIST. 

hy-men (hi/mən) /'haymən/ n. [count] a membrane 
partly closing the opening of the vagina in a girl or 
woman who has not had sex. 

hymn (him) /him/ n. [count] a song of praise, esp. to 
God. 

hymenal (him/nl) /‘himnl/ n. [count] Also called hymne 
book (-bòók/) /-,buk/. a book of hymns for use in a reli- 
gious service. 

hyp., an abbreviation of: 1. hypotenuse. 2. hypothesis. 
3. hypothetical. 

hype (hip) /hayp/ v., hyped, hyp-ing, Informal. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to stimulate; excite: The kids were all hyped 
about going to Disneyland. 2. to create interest in or 
publicize in a showy way; tout: The car was hyped as 
America’s answer to foreign imports. —n. [noncount] 3. 
exaggerated publicity, advertising, or promotion: a lot of 
sales hype. 

hy-per (hi/par) /‘haypor/ adj. Informal. 1. overexcited: 
keyed up: acting hyper after staying inside for five days. 
2. overly concerned about something: hyper about 
proper pronunciation. 

hyper-, prefix. 1. hyper- is attached to nouns and adjec- 
tives and means “excessive; overly; too much; unusual:” 
hyper- + critical ~ hypercritical (= overly critical); hyper- 
+ inflation ~ hyperinflation (= inflation that is unusual 
or too high). Compare super-. 2. hyper- is also used in 
computer words to refer to anything not rigidly con- 
nected in a step-by-step manner: hyper- + text ~ hy- 
pertext (= text or information that the user can gain ac- 
cess to in the order he or she chooses). 

hy-per-ac-tive (hi/par aktiv) /,haypor'wktiv/ adj. unu- 
sually or abnormally active. —hy-per-acstiv-i-ty (hi/par- 
ak tiv/i tē) /,hayporaek'tvitiy/ n. (noncount] 

hy-per-bo-le (hi ptir’ba lē) /hay'parbaliy/ n. [noncount) 
obvious and intentional exaggeration: a campaign full of 
hyperbole; an example of hyperbole, such as “to wait an 
eternity.” —hy-per-bol-ic (hi/par bol/ik) /,haypor'bolik/ 
adj. 

hy-per-crit-i-cal (hi/par krit/i kal) /|haypar'kritikal/ adj. 
harshly critical; overcritical. —hy/per-crit/i-cal-ly, adv. 

hy-per-senesi-tive (hi/par sen/si tiv) /,haypor'sensitiv/ 
adj. 1. too sensitive: The actor was hypersensitive to crit- 
icism. 2. allergic to a substance to which most people do 
not normally react. —hy’per-sen/si-tive-ness, hy-per- 
sensitivity (hi/per sen’si tivi tē) /,hayp- 
ar,sensitivitiy/ n. [noncoung) 

hy-per-ten-sion (hi/par ten’shan) /,haypor'tenfon/_ n. 
[noncount] high blood pressure. —hy-per-ten-sive (hi/- 
per ten/siv) /,haypor'tensiv/ adj., n. (count) 

hy-per-vensti-late (hi/par ven/tl at’) /|haypor'ventlcyt/ 
v., -lat-ed, -latsing. [no obj] to undergo hyperventilation. 

hy-per-veneti-lastion § (hi/par ven/tl ā/shən) /,hayp- 
or,ventl'eyfan/ n. [noncount] abnormally rapid or deep 
breathing that goes on too long, resulting in too much 
oxygen in the blood. 

hy-phen (hi/fen) /‘hayfan/ n. [count] a short line (-) 
used to connect the parts of a compound word or the 
parts of a word divided for any purpose. 

hy-phen-ate (hi/fo nat’) /‘hayfo,neyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, 
adj., n. —v. [~ + obj) 1. to join by a hyphen: How do 
you decide whether to hyphenate two words, or to spell 
them as two separate words? 2. to write or divide with a 
hyphen. —adj. 3. hyphenated. —n. [count] 4. a person 
working in more than one craft or occupation: She was a 
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hyphenate who had gained fame as a writer-director- 
producer. 5. a person of mixed national origin or iden- 
tity: A Korean-American is a hyphenate. —hy-phen-a- 
tion (hi/fe nā/shən) /,hayfa'neyfan/ n. (noncount] 

hyp-noesis (hip nd/sis) /hip'nowsis/ n, pl. -ses (-sēz) 
/-siyz/. 1. {noncount] a trance-like state in which a per- 
son is more likely to respond to suggestions from some- 
one else than when fully awake and aware. 2. HYPNOTISM 
(defs. 1, 2). 

hyp-noteic (hip not/ik) /hip'notik/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or resembling hypnosis or hypnotism: a hypnotic trance. 
2. causing or bringing about sleep: hypnotic drigs. —n. 
[count] 3. a drug or other substance or thing that brings 
about sleep; sedative. —hyp-not/i-cal-ly, adv. 
hyp-no-tism (hip/nə tiz’am) /hipno,tizom/ n. 1. [{non- 
count] the study or practice of causing hypnosis. 2. 
[count] the act of hypnotizing: The hypnotism took only 
moments. 3. HyPNosis (def. 1). —hyp/nostist, n. [count] 

hyp-no-tize (hip/nə tiz’) /‘hipno,tayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tized, -tiz-ing. 1. to put in a state of hypnosis. 2. to fas- 
cinate: The cat was hypnotized by the string | dangled 
before her. 

hy-po (hi/po) /‘haypow/ n. [count], pl. -pos. Informal. a 
hypodermic syringe or injection. 

hypo-, prefix. hypo- is attached to roots and means “un- 
der, below:” hypo- + dermic 7 hypodermic (= under 
the skin); hypo- + thermia ~ hypothermia (= heat or 
temperature below what it should be). Also, esp. before a 
vowel, hyp-. 

hy-po-aleler-genric (hi/po alər jen/ik) /,hay- 
pow,zlor'd3enitk/ adj. made or designed to lessen the 
likelihood of an allergic reaction: hypoallergenic 
cosmetics. 

hy-po-chon-driea (hi/pa kon/dré ə) /,haypo'kondriyo/ n. 
[noncount] unnecessary worry or preoccupation with 
one’s health. —hy-po-chon-drieac (hi/pa kon/dre ak’) 
/ haypo'kondriy xk/ n. [count] 

hy-pocerissy (hi pok/ra sé) /hi'pokrasiy/ n. [noncount,; 
count), pl. -sies. an act or instance of pretending to have 
desirable qualities or views that one does not really pos- 
sess. 

hyp-o-crite (hip’e krit) /‘hipokrit/ n. [count] a person 
who practices hypocrisy. —hyp/o-crit/i-cal, adj. —hyp’- 
o-crit/i-cal-ly, adv. 

hy-po-der-mic (hi’pa diir’mik) /haypo'd3rmik/ adj. 1. 
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of or relating to the process of injecting medicine or 
drugs under the skin: a hypodermic injection. —n. 
[count] 2. an injection (of a drug) under the skin. 3. a sy- 
ringe or needle used in giving an injection under the 
skin. See -DERM-. 

hypoglycemia (hi/po gli sē/mē ə) / haypow- 
glay'siymiyo/ n. {noncount] an abnormally low level of a 
blood sugar, glucose, in the blood. —hy-po-gly-ce-mic 
(hi/po gli sē/mik) / haypowglay'siymik/ adj., n. [count] 

hypotenuse (hi pot/n dds’, -yoos’) /hay'potn,uws, 
-yuws/ also hypothenuse, n. [count] the side of a 
right triangle opposite the right angle. 

hy-po-ther-mica (hi/pa thir’/me ə) / haypo'O3rmiyo/ n. 
{noncount] body temperature that is below normal. See 
-THERM-. 

hy-poth-e-sis (hi poth’e sis, hi-) /hay'poOasis, hi-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ses (-séz’) /-,siyz/. a theory or idea that is 
put forth to explain something, and that is either ac- 
cepted as a guide for future investigation or is assumed 
for the sake of argument and testing. See -THES-. 
hy-poth-e-size (hi poth’a siz’, hi-) /hay'pnðə,sayz, hi-/ 
v., -sized, -siz-ing. 1. {no obj] to form a hypothesis. 2. 
[~ + (that) clause] to assume by hypothesis: We hypoth- 
esized that she was really a spy. See -THES-. 
hy-po-thet-i-cal (hi/pa thet/i kəl) /,haypo'Oetikal/ adj. 
Also, hy’po-thet/ic. 1. assumed to exist by hypothesis; 
supposed: a hypothetical situation. 2. of. relating to, in- 
volving, or characterized by hypothesis: hypothetical rea- 
soning. —hy’po-thet/i-cal-ly, adv. See -THES-. 
hys-ter-ec-to-my (his’ta rek’/ta me) / histo'rektomiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -mies. surgical removal of the uterus. See 
-TON-. 

hys-te-riea (hi ster/ē ə, -stēr/-) /hi'steriya, -'stior-/ n. 
{noncomunt] a wild, violent, or uncontrollable emotional 
behavior, as from fear or grief. 

hys-ter-ic (hi ster/ik) /hi'sterik/ m. [count] 1. Usually, 
hysterics. [plura a fit of uncontrollable laughter or 
weeping. 2. a person susceptible to hysteria. —adj. 3. 
hysterical. 

hys-ter-i-cal (hi ster/i kal) /hi'sterikol/ adj. 1. of, relat- 
ing to, characterized by, or suffering from hysteria: a hys- 
terical patient. 2. uncontrollably emotional or agitated: 
nearly hysterical after the accident. 3. very funny; hilari- 
ous: a hysterical movie. —hys-ter/i-cal-ly, adv. 

Hz, an abbreviation of: hertz. 


I, i (i) /ay/ n. (count), pl. I's or Is, i's or is. the ninth let- 
ter of the English alphabet, a vowel. 

I (i) /ay/ pron., nom. 1, poss. my or mine, obj. me; pl. 
nom. we, poss. Our or ours, Obj. us; n., pl. I's. —pron. 
1. (used as the singular subject pronoun by a speaker or 
writer in referring to himself or herself): F be happy to 
see you. Am | glad to see her! —n. [count] 2. the ego; 
the self: the “I” of the narrator. 

I, an abbreviation of: interstate (used with a number to 
designate an interstate highway): /-95. 

IA or Ia., an abbreviation of: lowa. 

-ial, suffix. -ial is used after some roots to form adjec- 
tives from nouns, with the meaning “relating to, of the 
kind of’: manor + -ial ~ manorial (= relating to a 
manor). See -AL!. 

-ian, suffix. -ian is used to form nouns and adjectives 
with the meanings of -an: Orwell + -ian ~ Orwellian (= 
interested in, or relating to, the writing of George Orwell); 
Washington + -ian ~ Washingtonian (= a person who 
fives in Washington). 

-iatrics, suffix. -iatrics comes from Greek, and is at- 
tached to some roots to form nouns with the meaning 
“healing; the medical practice of’: ger- (= old people) + 
-latrics ~ geriatrics (= the healing of older people); ped- 

= child) + -iatrics ~ pediatrics (= medical practice in- 
volving children). 

-iatry, suffix. -iatry comes from Greek, and is attached 
to some roots to form nouns with the meaning “healing; 
the medical practice of’: pod- (= foot) + -iatry ~ podia- 
try (= the healing of the foot); psych- (= the mind) + 
-latry ~ psychiatry (= the medical practice dealing with 
the mind). 

isbex (i/beks) /'aybeks/ n. [count], pl. icbex-es, ib-ieces 
(ib%e s€2’, i/ba-) /1ba,siyz, 'aybə-/ (esp. when thought of 
as a group) ibex. a wild mountain goat of Eurasia and N 
Africa, having long curved horns. 

ibid. (ib’id) /‘ibid/ an abbreviation of: ibidem, a Latin ex- 
pression used in footnotes to mean “in the same book, 
chapter, page, etc., as previously mentioned.” 

-ibility, suffix. -ibility is used to form nouns from adjec- 
tives that end in -ible: reducible (adjective) 7 reducibility 
(= the state or condition of being reducible, of being 
able to be reduced); flexible (adjective) ~ flexibility (= 
the state or condition of being able to move smoothly). 
See -ABILITY, -ABLE, -IBLE. 

iẹbis (i/bis) /'aybıs/ n. [count], pl. icbis-es, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) ibis. a large wading bird of warm 
regions. 

-ible, suffix. -ible, a variant form of -aBLe, is attached to 
roots, mostly of verbs, to form adjectives with the mean- 
ing “capable of, fit for, tending to”: cred- (= believe) + 
-ible ~ credible (= that can be believed); vis- (= see) + 
-ible ~ visible (= that can be seen); reduce + -ible 7 
reducible (= that can be reduced). See -ABILITY, -ABLE, 
-IBILITY, 

icbuepro-fen = (i/bydo  prd/fan) /,aybyuw'prowfon/ n. 
[noncount] a non-aspirin drug used esp. for reducing 
pain and swelling. 

-ic, suffix. -ic is attached to nouns to form adjectives with 
the meaning “of or relating to:” metal + -ic 7 metallic; 
poet + -ic ~ poetic. This suffix is also attached to nouns 
to form adjectives with the meaning “having some char- 
acteristics of; in the style of:” ballet + -ic ~ balletic; 
sophomore + -ic ~ sophomoric; Byron + -ic ~ Byronic 
(= in the style of Byron). 

-ical, suffix. -ical, a combination of -ic and-at', is at- 
tached to roots to form adjectives with the meaning “of 
or relating to”: rhetor- + -ical ~ rhetorical. This suffix 
Originally provided synonyms to adjectives that ended in 
-1¢: poet + -ic ~ poetic; poet + -ical ~ poetical. But 
some of these pairs of words or formations are now dif- 
ferent in meaning: econom- + -ic ~ economic (= of or 
relating to economics); econom- + -ical ~ economical 

= being careful in spending money); histor- + -ic 7 
historic (= having a long history; important); histor- + 
-ical ~ historical (= happening in the past). 

ice (is) /ays/ n, v, iced, iceing. —n. 1. [noncount] the 
solid form of water; frozen water: skating on the ice. 2. 
[noncount] pieces of this frozen water, used to keep 
things cool or cold: VII have some ice with my soda, 
please. 3. [noncount] any substance resembling frozen 
water: Dry ice is frozen carbon dioxide. 4. [comt] a fro- 
zen dessert made of sweetened water and fruit juice: a 
cherry ice. 5. [count] Brit. a portion or serving of ice 
cream. 6. [noncount] Slang. diamonds. —v. 7. ice up or 
over, to cover or to become covered with ice: [no obj): 
The airport runway iced over. [~ + obj + up]: The cold 


has iced the windshield up. [~ + up + obj): to ice up 
the windshield. 8. [~ + obj] to make cool or cold with or 
as if with ice: Ice the area of the sprain with an ice pack. 
9. [~ + obj] to cover with icing; frost: to ice a cake. 
—Idiom. 10. break the ice, to act in a friendly way, as 
by overcoming awkwardness or formality: His joke broke 
the ice. 11. on ice, in a state of being held back: Let's 
put that plan on ice for now. 12. (skating) on thin ice, 
in a dangerous, difficult, or delicate situation: Youll be on 
very thin ice if you fail the course. 

ice’ bag’, n. [count] a waterproof bag filled with ice and 
applied to a part of the body to reduce pain or swelling. 

ice-berg (is/biirg) /‘aysbarg/ n. [count] 1. a large float- 
ing mass of ice. 2. an emotionally cold person. 
—Idiom. 3. tip of the iceberg, the first hint of some- 
thing larger or more complicated: Our problems with that 
are just the tip of the iceberg; the whole system is faulty. 

ice-bound (is/bound’) /‘ays,bawnd/ adj. stuck, closed 
off, held, or hemmed in by ice: an icebound ship. 
ice-box (is/boks’) /‘ays,boks/ n. [count] a refrigerator. 

ice-break-er (is/bra/kor) /'ays,breykar/ n. [count] 1. a 
ship for breaking through ice and making passages. 2. 
something that eases tension: His joke was an icebreaker 
at the party. 

ice-cap (is/kap’) /‘ays,kxp/ n. [count] a thick cover of 
ice Over an area, sloping in all directions from the center. 

ice’ cream’, n. 1. (noncount] a frozen mixture eaten as 
a dessert, made with cream or milk, sugar, and flavoring: 
He likes vanilla ice cream best. 2. [count] a portion or 
serving of this dessert: Two ice creams, please. 

iced (ist) /ayst/ adj. [before a noun) 1. made cold: She 
made some iced tea. 2. covered or decorated with icing: 
little iced cupcakes. 

ice’ hock/ey, n. (moncount] a game played on ice be- 
tween two teams of six skaters each. 

Ice-land-er (is/lan/dor, -lən dor) /‘ays,lendor, -londar/ 
n. [count] a person born or living in Iceland. 

Ice-land-ic (is lan/dik) /ays'lændrk/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to Iceland. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in 
Iceland. —n. (noncount] 3. the language spoken in Ice- 
land. 

ice’ milk’, n. 1. [nonconnt) a frozen mixture similar to 
ice cream but made with skim milk: two scoops of ice 
milk. 2. [count] a portion or serving of this food: Two ice 
milks, please. 

ice’ pick’, n. [count] a sharp-pointed tool for chipping 
ice. 

ice’ skate’, n. [count] a shoe fitted with a metal blade 
for skating on ice. 

ice’-skate’, v. [no obj], -skat-ed, -skat-ing. to skate 
on ice. —ice’ skat/er, n. [count] 

-ician, suffix. -ician is attached to nouns or roots to form 
nouns with the meaning “the person having the occupa- 
tion or work of’: beauty + -ician ~ beautician (= person 
who works in a beauty shop); mort- (= death) + -ician 
= mortician (= person working to prepare dead people 
for burial). 

ieciecle (i/si kal) /‘aysikal/ n. [count] a hanging, pointed 
mass of ice formed by the freezing of dripping water. 

iceing (i/sing) /‘aysin/ n. [noncount] 1. a sweet mixture 
of sugar, butter, and flavoring, used as a coating on 
cakes, cookies, etc.; frosting 2. the freezing of moisture 
from the air on the surface of an aircraft: Icing on the 
wings was a cause Of the air crash. 3. icing on the 
cake, an extra, unnecessary detail that makes something 
better or more desirable: A new car for graduation was 
the icing on the cake. 

ickey (ik/ē) /‘tkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. Informal. 1. causing 
a feeling of strong distaste; repulsive: “Ooh, those icky 
worms!” the kids exclaimed. 2. too sweet or sentimental: 
a few icky scenes in the play. 

icon (ikon) /‘aykon/ n. [count] 1. a picture, esp. of 
Christ, a saint, etc., painted on a wooden panel and ven- 
erated in the Eastern Church. 2. a representation that 
stands for something it resembles; symbol. 3. a small 
graphic image on a computer screen representing a disk 
drive, a file, a command, etc.: The icon of a wastebasket 
represents deleting a file. —iscon/ic, adj. —i-coenic-i-ty 
(kə nisi tē) /ayka'nisitiy/ n. (noncount] 

iccon-o-clast (i kon/ə klast’) /ay'kono,klest/ n. [count] 
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a person who attacks accepted beliefs and considers 
them to be based on error or superstition; dissenter: an 
iconoclast who will have nothing to do with organized re- 
ligion, —i-con/o-clas/tic, adj. 

-ics, suffix. -ics is attached to roots to form nouns with 
the meaning “a body of facts, knowledge, or principles.” 
Such nouns usually correspond to adjectives ending in 
“IC or-ICAL: eth- (= custom; character) + -ics ~ ethics 
= the principles of good character). 

ICU, an abbreviation of: intensive care unit. 

icy (i/s@) /'aysiy/ adj., iecieer, i-cieest. 1. made of, re- 
sembling, or covered with ice: icy runways at the snow- 
bound airport. 2. very cold: Her hands were icy from the 
cold. 3. showing anger or dislike in a quiet way; hostile; 
unfriendly: an icy stare. —i/ci-eness, n. [noncount] 

id (id) /id/ n. (count; usually singular; usually: the + ~] 
the part of mind that is the source of unconscious and 
instinctive drives that seek satisfaction and pleasure. 
Compare eco (def. 2), SUPEREGO. 

ID (/dé@/) /‘ay'diy/ n., pl. ID's, IDs. a means of identifi- 
cation, as a document containing information regarding 
the bearer’s identity: (noncount): Stores need two forms 
of ID, a driver's license and a credit card. (count): The 
bartender refused to accept the teenager's ID. Also, I.D. 

ID or Id., an abbreviation of: Idaho. 

I'd (id) /ayd/ 1. contraction of / would: I'd be there 
sooner if | could. 2. contraction of / had: Fd been there 
many times. 

I.D., an abbreviation of: 1. identification. 2. identity. 
isede-a (i dé’a, i de’) /ay'diyə, ay'diy®/ n. [count] 1. a 
thought that comes as a result of mental activity: Ein- 
stein’s ideas about time and space. 2. (usually singular] 
an opinion, view, or belief: His idea of a good time is re- 
laxing at home. 3. a plan of action; intention; suggestion: 
had the idea of becoming an engineer; What a great 
idea! 4. (usually singular] a purpose or guiding principle: 
The idea was to make money. 

iedeeal (i dé/al, i del’) /ay'diyol, ay'diyl/ n. (count) 1. an 
idea or notion of something perfect: democracy existing 
as an ideal. 2. a person or thing thought of as being a 
perfect example of something: / thought of him as the 
ideal of teachers everywhere. 3. an ultimate object, esp. 
one of high or noble character: Don't compromise your 
ideals. 4. something that exists only in the imagination. 
—adj. 5. [before a noun] being or making up a standard 
of excellence: ideal beauty. 6. perfect of its kind: an ideal 
spot for a home. 7. wonderful; excellent; best: It would 
be ideal if you could stay. 
idealism (i dé/a liz’am) /ay'diya,lizom/ n. (noncount) 
the belief that one should follow or try to achieve ideals: 
youthful idealism. —i-de/al-ist, n. [count] —i-de/al-is’- 
tic, adj. 
iede-aleize (i dé/a liz’) /ay'diyo,layz/ v., -ized, -izeing. to 
consider or represent (someone or something) as ideal: 
[~ + obj]: She idealized her successful mother. (no obj): 
his tendency to idealize about retirement. —i-decal-ieza- 
tion (i dé/a li za’shan) /ay diyali'zeyfan/ n. (noncount) 
iederalely (i dé/a 1ē) /ay'diyaliy/ adv. 1. according to an 
ideal: perfectly: ideally graceful and beautiful. 2. accord- 
ing to one’s wishes, even if impossible: Ideally Fd like to 
finish by next month. 
iedée fixe (E da féks/) /iy'dey fiyks/ n. [count], pl. i 
dées fixes (E dā fēks/) /iy'dey fiyks/. an idea that one 
thinks about for a long time, esp. one not likely to be 
real or practical: The dictator's idée fixe was that he 
should have nuclear weapons. 
idem (i/dem, id’em) /‘aydem, '1dem/ pron., adj. (ised in 
footnotes when writing papers or articles} the same 
(piece of writing, etc.) as was already written or referred 
to. 
iedensti-cal (i den/’ti kəl, i den/-) /ay'dentikal, i'den-/ 
adj. 1. alike in every way; exactly alike: Yo two people 
have identical fingerprints. 2. being the very same; self- 
same: It’s the identical house the famous actress lived in. 
—i-den’ti-cal-ly, adv. 
ieden-ti-fiea-ble (i den’ti fifa bl) /ay,denti'fayabl/ adj. 1. 
that can be used to identify someone: an identifiable 
birthmark on her forearm. 2. that can be named. 
i-den-ti-fi-ca-tion (i den/ta fi ka’shan, i den/-) 
lay dentofi'keyJon, t,den-/ n. [noncount] 1. an act or in- 
stance of identifying; the state of being identified: Positive 
identification of the accident victim was impossible. 2. 
something, as a birth certificate or driver's license, that 
identifies a person. 3. a process by which one person Co- 
mes to believe he or she has the qualities of another: the 
audience's identification with the main character. 
ieden-ti-fy (i den’ta fi’, i den’-) /ay'denta,fay, i'den-/ v., 
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-fied, -fy-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to prove or verify the identity 
of: Can you identify the body? 2. [~ + obj] to serve as a 
means of identification for: Her birthmark identifies her. 
3. [~ + obj + with + obj] to associate or connect 
closely: The voters identified the vice-president with the 
old regime. 4. to associate (one or oneself) with another 
person or a group by identification: [~ + oneself + with 
+ obj): The audience identified itself with the main char- 
acter, (~ + with + obj]: The audience could identify with 
the main character. 5. [~ + obj] to notice the impor- 
tance of (some facts): The paper identifies three impor- 
tant factors in economic depressions. 

ieden-tiety (i den/ti tē, i den’-) /ay'dentitiy, i'den-/ n., 
pl. -ties. 1. [(noncount] the state or fact of remaining the 
same: the condition of being oneself or itself, and not 
another: After his amnesia he doubted his own identity. 
2. condition or character as to who a person is or what a 
thing is: [noncount]: a case of mistaken identity. (count): 
the identity of the rape victim. 3. [nonconnt] the sense of 
self, providing a feeling of sameness and continuity; indi- 
viduality: the searching for cultural identity. 4. the state 
or fact of being the same one as described: (noncount): 
to establish identity of stolen property. (count): an iden- 
tity of interests. 

id-e-o-gram (id’é ə gram’, i/dé-) /idiyo,gram, ‘aydiy-/ 
n. (count] a written symbol that represents a thing di- 
rectly rather than a word or sound. 

id-e-o-graph (id/é ə graf’, dé-) /‘idiyo,gref, 'aydiy-/ n. 
[count] an ideogram. See -GRAPH-. 

iede-o-logeiceal (dē ə loj/ik al, id’e-) /aydiya'lod3ikal, 
jdiy-/ adj. of or relating to ideology: ideological com- 
mitment to capitalism. —i-de/o-log/iceal-ly, adv.: ideo- 
logically opposed to accepting aid. 

ideology (i/dé ol/a jé, id/ē-) /,aydiy'plodziy, ,1diy-/ 
n., pl. -gies. the body of belief, doctrine, or thought that 
guides an individual, movement, or group: (noncount): 
communist ideology. [count]: numerous ideologies of So- 
cial behavior. See -Loc-. 

id-ieo-cy (id/ē ə sé) /'ıdiyəsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. completely 
senseless or foolish behavior: (noncount): What idiocy is 
this? A new computer? (count): new idiocies that will lose 
money. 2. (noncount] the state of being an idiot; ex- 
treme mental deficiency: congenital idiocy. 

ideicom (id’é am) /‘idiyom/ n. (count) 1. an expression 
or phrase that does not follow regular rules of grammar, 
or one whose meaning cannot be predicted from the 
meaning of its individual parts: The expression kick the 
bucket, meaning “to die,” is an idiom in English. 2. a 
language, dialect, or style of speaking typical of a person 
or of a group: the idiom of the arts folk. 

idiomatic (id’/é ə mat/ik) /,idiya'metik/ adj. that 
sounds natural and correct to a native speaker of a lan- 


guage: answered in fluent, idiomatic German. —id/i-o- 
mat/i-calely, adv. 
id-isoesyn-crassy (id/é ə sing’kra sé, -sin’-) /,Idi- 


ya'sinkrasiy, -'sin-/ n. (count), pl. -sies. a characteristic, 
a habit, a particular like or dislike, etc., special to or dis- 
tinctive of an individual: a few little idiosyncrasies, like 
wearing earmuffs inside and outside on cold days. —idei- 
o-syn-cratic (id/ 5 sin krat/ik, -sing-) /,1di- 
yowsin'kratik, -sig-/ adj.: her idiosyncratic ways. 

idiot (id/ē at) /idiyot/ n. [count] 1. a completely stupid 
or foolish person: He was a total idiot to squander his life 
savings. 2. formerly, a person classified in the lowest 
rank of mental retardation. 

iedi-oteic (id/é otik) /,idiy'ptik/ adj. completely stupid or 
foolish: What an idiotic idea that was! —id/i-ot/i-cal-ly, 
adv. 

iddle (id/l) /‘aydl/ adj., idler, iedlest, v., iedled, i-dling, n. 
—adj. 1. not working or active; doing nothing: idle ma- 
chinery; Most of the men were idle during the depres- 
sion. 2. not filled with activity: idle hours. 3. habitually 
avoiding work; lazy: She's been idle ever since she came 
back from college. 4. (usually: before a noun] of no real 
worth or purpose: idle threats. —v. 5. to pass time doing 
nothing; waste time: [no obj]: They appeared to be idling 
near the doorway. [~ + away + obj): idled away the af- 
ternoon. (~ + obj + away]: They idled the afternoon 
away, playing cards. 6. (of a machine or mechanism) to 
(cause to) operate at a low speed, not connected to a 
load: (no obj): The car idled at the red light. {~ + obj): 
The driver idled his car's engine. 7. {~ + obj] to cause 
to be out of work or unemployed: The strike idled many 
workers. —i/dlesness, n. [(noncount]) —i/dler, n. 
[count] —id/ling, adj. (before a noun): an engine at 
idling speed. —i/dly, adv.: chatted idly. 

iedol (idl) /‘aydl/ n. (count) 1. an image worshiped as a 
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god: idol worship. 2. a person or thing greatly admired 
or loved: the newest teer idol. 

iedol-a-trous (i dol/a tras) /t'dolatras/ adj. 1. worshiping 
idols. 2. admiring or loving excessively: young fans idola- 
trous of the rock star. 

i-dol-astry (i dol’a tré) /ay'dolatriy/ n. [noncount] idola- 
trous behavior. —i-dol’a-ter, si. [count] 

idolize (id/l iz’) /‘aydl,ayz/ v., -ized, -iz'ing. 1. [~ + 
obj) to treat with adoration or great devotion: idolizes lier 
father. 2. [~ + obj] to worship as a god. 

iedyll or idyl (id/l) /‘aydl/ n. [count] 1. a poem or a 
prose composition describing country scenes or any 
charmingly simple episode. 2. an episode or scene that 
is charmingly simple. —i-dy!-lic (i diik) /ay'dılık/ adj.: 
an idyllic scene of cows ard rolling hills. 

i.e., an abbreviation of: Latin id est that is. 

-ier, suffix. -ier is attached to nouns or roots to form 
nouns with the meaning “person or thing that does (the 
action of the word mentioned); person or thing in charge 
of (the word mentioned)”: finance + -ier ~ financier (= 
person doing finance); cour- (= run) + -ier ~ courier (= 
messeriger); hotel + -ier ~ hotelier (= person in charge 
of hotels). Compare -erR'. 

if (if) /if/ conj. 1. The word if is used with a clause to 
mean “in Case that; granting or supposing that; on condi- 
tion that.” a. It is used with most tenses of verbs to de- 
scribe two events, one depending on the other: /f you 
have no electricity, the computer doesn't work. b. It is 
used to describe two connected events that will occur in 
the future. The verb in the if clause does not take will or 
Shall, but the main clause verb does: /f we liave enough 
money, we will serid you to a good college ( not: If we 
will have enough money...) 2. The word if is used to 
mean “in case that; supposing that,” when describing an 
unreal Or imaginary situation. Special verb tenses are 
used. a. for unreal or imaginary present time situations. 
The structure is: the past tense in the if clause + the 
modal verb would with the main verb: /f / were you, | 
wouldn't worry. If 1 had lots of money I would buy you a 
nice house. b. for unreal or imaginary past time situa- 
tions. The structure is: Hao + the past participle form in 
the if clause + the modal verb would, and Have, and the 
past participle of the main verb: /f she had worked 
harder on the drums, she would have played for that 
band. If I had only started sooner, | would have finished 
the book by now. 3. The word if is used to mean “even 
though:” /t was an enthusiastic, if small, audience. 4. The 
word if is used to mean “whether” in structures of indi- 
rect speech, after such verbs as ask, wonder, tell, kriow, 
and certain others: She asked if I spoke Spanish. | won- 
der if she will be able to come with us. 5. The word if is 
used to indicate politeness by the speaker: /f you will 
please come forward and stand by my side. If you would 
just step this way, madam, we'll help you right away. 6. 
The word if is used to introduce a phrase that the 
speaker wishes could be true at the moment: /f only Dad 
could see me now! 7. The word ifis used to mean “that”: 
I'm sorry if you don't agree. —n. [count] 8. an uncertain 
possibility. 9. a condition: There are too many ifs in his 
agreement. ——Idiom. 10. ifs, ands, or buts, [usually 
with a negative word] reasons or excuses given: You'd 
better have this finished on time, no ifs, ands, or buts 
about it. 

if-fy (if7é) /ifiy/ adj., -fiver, -fi-est. full of unresolved 
points or unanswered questions; uncertain: an iffy situa- 
tion. —if/fieness, 1. (noncound 

-ify, suffix. -ify is used to form verbs with the meaning 
“cause to be in (a stated condition); to make or cause to 
become (a certain condition)”: intense + -ify 7 intensify 
(= cause to be intense); speechify (= make speeches). 
See -Fy. 

igsloo (igloo) /‘igluw/ n. [count], pl. -loos. a dome- 
shaped Eskimo dwelling of blocks of hard snow. 

ig-ne-ous (ig/né as) /'igniyəs/ adj. (of rocks) formed un- 
der intense heat, as from volcanos. 

ignite (ig nit’) /ig'nayt/ v., -nit-eed, -nit-ing. to (cause 
to) catch fire; (cause to) begin to burn: [xo obj]: Gasoline 
will ignite when the spark is fired. [~ + obj]: They ig- 
nited the bonfire. 

igsni-tion (ig nish’an) /ig'nifan/ n. 1. [noncournt] the act 
of igniting or the state of being ignited: Tite Space Center 
announced, “We liave ignition; we have liftoff.” 2. (court; 
usually singular] (in an engine) the process, spark, or 
switch that ignites the fuel in the cylinder: The ignition 
isn't working well. 

ig-no-ble (ig nd/bal) /rg'nowbal/ adj. of low character; 
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dishonorable; worthy of shame; base: ignoble purposes. 
—ig-no/bly, adv.: to go down igriobly in defeat. 

ig-no-mineirous (ig/na min’é əs) /gno'miniyos/ adj. of 
or relating to ignominy: ar ignontinious retreat. —ig/no- 
min/i-oussly, adv. See -Nom-?. 

igsnoemin-ey (ig/nə min/ē, ig nom/a nē) /'ignə miniy, 
ig'npmaniy/ n., pl. -ies. 1. [noncount] disgrace; shame; 
dishonor: The traitor lived a life of ignominy in his 
adopted country, never trusted by his new countrynien. 
2. [count] an act or instance of such disgraceful or 
shameful conduct: the ignontinies of a spy. See -Nom-?. 

ignoramus (ig/na rā/məs, -ram/as) /,1gna'reymas, 
-‘remods/ n. [count], pl. -mus-es. an extremely ignorant 
person. See -GNOS-. 

ig-no-rance (ig/nər ans) /‘ignarans/ n. (noncount) lack 
of knowledge about something: My igrioran€e of litera- 
ture is deep. See -GNOSs-. 

ig-no-rant (ig/nar ant) /‘ignaront/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to ignorance: How can you blame the ignorant masses? 
2. [be + ~ + of] uninformed; unaware: ignorant of most 
of the charges brought against her. —ig/no-rantely, adv. 
See -GNOS-. 

ig-nore (ig nor’, -ndr/) /ig'nor, -'nowr/ v. [~ + obj], 
-nored, -nor-ing. to keep oneself from noticing or recog- 
nizing; disregard: We taught her to ignore insulting re- 
marks. See -GNOS-. 

ieguaena (i gwa/na) /i'gwand/ n. [count], pl. -nas. a liz- 
ard with a large stout body and a fringe from neck to tail. 

iskon (ikon) /‘aykon/ n. icon (defs. 1, 2). 

IL, an abbreviation of: Illinois. 

il-’, prefix. il- is another form of in-? that is attached to 
roots beginning with /; it means “not:” il- + legible ~ il- 
legible (= that cannot be easily read). 

il-?, prefix. il- is another form of in-' that is attached to 
roots beginning with /; it means “in, into:” il- + -/uminate 
(= light) 7 illuminate (= shine on or into). 

ilk (ilk) /ilk/ n. (court; usually singular) family, class, 
group, or kind: to distrust politicians arid all their ilk. 

ill (il) /il/ adj., worse (wûrs) /wars/ worst (wurst) /warst/ 
n., adv. —adj. 1. [be + ~] sick; unwell; of poor health: 
She's ill and won't be in today. 2. [before a noun] hos- 
tile; unkind: ill feeling. 3. [before a noun] evil; wicked: ill 
deeds. 4. [before a noun) unfavorable: ill fortune. —n. 5. 
(noncount] an unfavorable opinion or statement: / can 
speak no ill of her. 6. (noncount) harm or injury: His re- 
marks did much ill. 7. [count] trouble; misfortune: Many 
ills befell him. —adv. 8. unsatisfactorily; poorly; badly: it 
ill befits a person to betray friends. 9. faultily; improp- 
erly: an ill-constructed house. 10. with difficulty or incon- 
venience: an expense we can ill afford. 11. The word ill 
can be used in combination with other adjectives or par- 
ticiples to mean “badly, improperly; inadequately:” ill- + 
considered ~ ill-considered (= not thought out well in 
advance; inappropriate); ill- + defined ~ ill-defined (= 
not well defined or clearly set out). —Idiom. 12. ill at 
ease, uncomfortable; uneasy: When 1 first arrived at the 
party | felt very ill at ease because | didn't know anyone. 
13. speak ill of, [~ + obj] to say unfriendly or unpleas- 
ant things about: unwise to speak ill of the dead. 
—Related Words. It is an adjective, ILLNESS is a noun: 
He was feeling ill. He had a strange illness. 

I'll (il) /ayl/ contraction of / will: 1 shall. 

Ill., an abbreviation of: Illinois. 

ill., an abbreviation of: 1. illustrated. 2. illustration. 3. il- 
lustrator. 

ill”-advised’, adj. marked by a lack of forethought; un- 
wise: an ill-advised remark. —ill/-advis/edly, adv. 

ill/-bred/’, adj. showing lack of good manners. 

il-leegal (i lé’gal) /i'liygal/ adj. 1. against the law; forbid- 
den by law or statute: illegal possession of marijuana. [it 
+ be + ~ + (for + noun +) to + verb): It is illegal (for 
drivers) to park on this street. 2. forbidden by official 
rules or regulations: an illegal forward pass in football. 
—n. [count] 3. a person who has entered a country with- 
out official legal permission: captured a number of ille- 
gals at the border. —il-le’gal-ly, adv. See -LEG-. 

illegality (i/ē gali tē) /aliy'gæltiy/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act or state of being illegal: a question of illegality. 2. 
[count] an illegal action: illegalities that added up to a 
number of crimes. See -LEG-. 

il-legsieble (i leja bəl) /1'led3əbəl/ adj. not legible; im- 
possible or hard to read: to scrawl an illegible niessage. 
—il-legi-bil-i-ty (i lej/a bili tē) /led3ə'bilıtiy/ r. [non- 
count) —illeg/i-bly, adv.: She wrote illegibly. See -LeG-. 

il-le-git-iemascy (ii jit?a mə sē) /ali'd3zitomasiy/ r. 
[noncount] the state or condition of being illegitimate. 
See -LEG-. 
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il-le-git-iemate (il/i jit?a mit) /lvd3zitomit/ adj. 1. born 
of parents who are not married to each other: an illegiti- 
mate child. 2. not allowed by rules or custom; unlawful’ 
illegal. —il’/le-git/iematerly, adv. See -LEG-. 

ill/-fat/ed, adj. having an unhappy fate or ending: The 
crew set out on its ill-fated voyage, never to return. 

ill’/-got/ten, adj. taken, received, or acquired by dis- 
honest, improper, or evil means: his ill-gotten gains. 

ill/-hu/mor, n. [nonconnt] a disagreeable or surly 
mood. —ill/-hu’mored, adj.: in an ill-humored mood. 

illiberal (i lib’ar al, i lib/ral) A'hbərəl, rlibral/ adj. 
narrow-minded; bigoted; not allowing freedom of choice. 
See -LIBER-. 

ileliceit (i lis7it) /i'lisit/ adj. 1. not legally permitted; un- 
lawful: illicit drugs. 2. disapproved of or not permitted for 
ethical reasons: an illicit love affair. —illic/itely, adv. 

il-licZiteness, n. [Noncount) 

il-liteersaecy (i litar ə sé) /i'litarasiy/ n. [noncomnt) the 
state or condition of being illiterate: a crusade against il- 
literacy. 

il-liteer-ate (i lit?ar it) /i'litorit/ adj. 1. unable to read 
and write: Many adults in this country are still illiterate. 2. 
having or demonstrating a lack of knowledge in a partic- 
ular field: :nusically illiterate. —n. [count] 3. an illiterate 
person: helped illiterates learn to read. See -.T-. 

ill/-man/nered, adj. having bad or poor manners; im- 
polite. 

ill/-na/tured, adj. having or showing an unpleasant 
manner. —ill/-na/tured-ly, adv. —ill/-na/tured-ness, n. 
[nonconnt] See -NAT-. 

illness (inis) /ilnis/ n. 1. [noncount) poor health; sick- 
ness: He retired early because of illness. 2. (count) an 
example of such poor health: an illness that can't be 
treated. 

il-log-iecal (i loj7i kal) /1'lnd3ikal/ adj. not logical; unrea- 
soning: an illogical reply. —il-log/i-cal-ly, adv. See -LOG-. 

ill’-starred’, adj. unlucky; ill-fated: an ill-starred voy- 
age. 

ill’-treat’, v. [~ + obj] to treat badly; abuse: ill-treated 
as a girl. —ilV/-treat/ment, n. [noncount]: to suffer from 
ill-treatrnent in prison. 

il-luemienate (i I50/mə nat’) /i'luwma,neyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to supply or brighten with light; 
light up: The streets were well illuminated. 2. to decorate 
with lights: streets illuminated for the holidays. 3. to 
make clear; clear up; clarify: illuminated many difficult 
points. 

il-luemi-enat-ing (i loo’ma na/ting) /‘luwma,neytin/ adj. 
helping to make clear or understandable: an illuminating 
lecture on mathematics. —il-lu/mi-nat/inge-ly, adv. 

ileluemiena-tion (i 160’/ma nā/shən) /tluwmə'neyfən/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the act of illuminating; the state of being 
illuminated: proper illumination of the photographer's 
subject. 2. the act of making something Clear; the state 
of having understood: His face lit up with sudden illumi- 
nation. 

ileluemine (i lo6’min) /i'luwmin/ v. [~ + obj], -mined, 
-min-ing. to illuminate. —il-lu’mi-na-ble, adj. 

illus., an abbreviation of: 1. illustrated. 2. illustration. 
illusion (i l60%zhan) /i'luw3on/ n. 1. [count] something 
that deceives one by producing a false impression of 
what is real: The puddle of water on the dry road ahead 
was just an optical illusion. 2. [noncount] the state or 
condition of being deceived or fooled; false belief in 
something not true or real: / was under the illusion you 
really cared for me. 3. [count] an instance of being de- 
ceived or of believing something false: has no illusions 
about her chances of getting the job. —il-lu’sionsal, il- 
lu’sion-ar’y, adj. —il-lu’sioned, adj. Usage. Com- 
pare ILLUSION and DELUSION, both of which refer to false 
judgments or ideas. An ittusion is a false mental picture 
of something that really exists: A mirage is an illusion 
produced by the reflection of light against the sky. In 
other words, the light really exists, but we interpret what 
we see incorrectly. A DELUSION is something that we be- 
lieve in but for which there is no real basis: He was suf- 
fering frorn delusions from the drug. He had delusions 
that people were Chasing hint. See -Lup-. 

illusory (i 1d0’sa rē, -za-) /i'luwsoriy, -zə-/ adj. caus- 
ing or like an illusion; deceptive: illusory hopes of suc- 
cess. —illueso-riely (i loo’sar ə lē) /i'luwsoraliy/ adv. 

il-lu’so-rieness, n. (roncount) See -LuD-. 

il-lus-trate (ilə strat’, i lus/trat) /‘rlostreyt, ilastreyt/ v. 
[~ + obj], -trat-ed, -trat-ing. 1. to provide (a book, 
etc.) with artwork: to ilustrate a book. 2. to make clear 
or understandable by providing examples: iHustrated his 
point with statistics. ~ iV/lus-tra/tor, n. (count) 
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il-lus-tra-tion (iə strā/shən) /jlo'streyfan/ n. 1. 
[connt] something that illustrates: lots of colorful illustra- 
tions in each chapter. 2. [count] an example that ex- 
plains a point: He used the statistics of newly arrived im- 
migrants as an illustration. 3. [noncount] the act of 
making something clear or of explaining; elucidation: By 
way of illustration, let's consider how the typical account- 
ant begins tax preparation. 

il-lus-tra-tive (i lus/tra tiv) /i'lastrativ/ adj. serving to 
illustrate: illustrative examples. —il-lus/tra-tivesly, adv. 

il-lusetrisous (i lus’tré as) /'lastriyəs/ adj. famous; 
highly distinguished: an illustrious leader. —il-lus/tri- 
ousely, adv. —il-lus/trivous-ness, n. [noncount) 

ill” will’, n. [nonconnt] hostile feeling; hatred or enmity: 
ill will between them. —ilV’-willed/, adj. 

I'm, contraction of 1 am: I’m here. I'm hungry. 

im-', prefix. im- is another form of in-? that is attached to 
roots beginning with p, b, and ım; it means “not.” im- + 
possible 7 impossible (= not possible). 

im-?, prefix. im- is another form of ın-' that is attached to 
roots beginning with p, b, and 17; it means “in, into:” im- 
+ -migrate ~ immigrate (= travel into). 

im-age (im/ij) /‘imid3/ n. [count] 1. a visible representa- 
tion of a person, animal, or thing: an image of dark, dis- 
mal high-rises in the distance. 2. an optical appearance 
of an object, as one produced by reflection from a mir- 
ror, etc.: The lens takes the image and focuses it on the 
film. 3. a mental representation; idea; conception: a 
clear image in the mind. 4. form; appearance; sem- 
blance: created in God's image. 5. copy: That child is the 
image of his mother. 6. a general opinion of someone or 
something, as of a candidate, etc., esp. when achieved 
by advertising: The company’s image needed improve- 
ment. 7. the perfect example or type of something: Bit- 
ing his nails and pulling at his hair, he was the image of 
worry. 8. a figure of speech used to describe something. 

im-eagerry (im/ij rē) /imid3riy/ n. [noncount] 1. mental 
images thought of as a group; pictorial images. 2. the 
use of images or illustration in writing or in art: effective 
irmnagery in poetry. 

im-ageiena-ble (i maja na bal) /i'mædzənəbəl/ adj. 1. 
capable of being imagined: Einstein used thought experi- 
ments to try to come up with imaginable events to test 
his theory. 2. (used with superlative words] the most ex- 
treme possible: ‘[before a noun). the best imaginable 
circumstances. [after a noun): the worst conditions imag- 
inable. —iemag/iena-bly, adv. 

im-ageienarey (i maj’a ner’é) /1'meed3a,neriy/ adj. 1. ex- 
isting only in the imagination: imaginary monsters. —n. 
[noncount; the + ~ ] 2. that which exists only in the 
mind: confusing the imaginary with the real. 

im-ageiena-tion (i maj’a na’shan) /i,med3a'neyfan/ n. 
1. the action of forming or ability to imagine: [count]: 
Fairy tales help develop children’s imaginations. [non- 
count]: has lots of imagination. 2. [noncount] creative 
talent, esp. the ability to take care of difficulties; re- 
sourcefulness: a job that requires imagination. 3. [non- 
count] the product of imagining; a mental creation: In his 
imagination the old man was young and strong again. 

im-ageiena-tive (i maj’a na tiv, -ə na/tiv) /i'mad3anotiv, 
-o,neytiv/ adj. 1. of or relating to imagination: a very im- 
aginative person. 2. showing the results of imagination: 
an imaginative advertising campaign. —im-ag/i-na> 
tive-ly, adv. 

im-ageine (i maj/in) /i'mad3in/ v., -ined, -in-ing. 1. to 
form a mental image of (something not actually present 
to the senses): [~ + obj]: | imagined her standing before 
me. [~ + (that) clause): | imagined that my grandmother 
was there before ts. [no obj): He's just imagining; no 
one is really chasing him. 2. [~ + (that) clause; not: be 
+ ~ing] to believe; suppose; think: He imagined the 
house was haunted, 3.[~ + clause; not: be + ~-ing] to 
guess: / can't imagine what you mean. 

imam (i maim’) /i'mam/ n. [cont] 1. a Muslim official, 
esp. one in charge of a mosque. 2. the title for a Muslim 
leader. 

imebaleance (im bal7ans) /im'bwlons/ n. [count] the 
state or condition of lacking balance: an imbalance of 
trade payments. 

imebe-cile (im/ba sil, -sal) /‘imbastl, -sol/ n. [count] 1. 
formerly, a person Classified in a low rank of mental re- 
tardation. 2. a stupid person; fool; idiot: Sorne imbecile 
smashed our car. —imebercileic (im/ba silik) 
/imba'silik/ adj. —im-be-cili-ty (im/bə sili tē) 
/imba'silitiy/ n., pl. -ties: [noncount]: a condition of im- 
becility. [count]: One of his newest imbecilities was trying 
to hitch a cat to a Cart. 
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im-bed (im bed’) /im'bed/ v., -bed-ded, -bed-ding. Em- 
BED. 

imebibe (im bib’) /im'bayb/ v., -bibed, -bib:ing. 1. to 
drink (liquids, esp. alcohol): [no obj]: too early to be im- 
bibing. [~ + obj}: imbibing some beer. 2. [~ + obj] to 
absorb or soak up: Plants imbibe light from the sun. 3. 
[~ + obj] to receive into the mind: to imbibe a sermon. 
—imebib/er, n. [count] 

imebroeglio (im brol’yo) /im'browlyow/ n. [count], pl. 
-glios. 1. a bitter, complicated disagreement: ernbroiled 
in an imbrogtio. 2. a complicated and perplexing state of 
affairs. 

im-bue (im bydd’) /im'byuw/ v. [~ + obj], -bued, -bu- 
ing. to fill (a person) with a strong feeling or opinion: to 
be imbued with patriotism. 

IMF or I.M.F., an abbreviation of: International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

imeietate (im/i tat’) /‘imi,teyt/ v. [~ + obj], -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. 1. to follow as a model or example: to imitate 
an author's styte. 2. to copy the way someone speaks, 
acts, etc.; to mimic: My daughters imitated my scolding 
voice. —im/i-ta/tor, n. [Lcount] 

imeieta-tion (im/i tā/shən) /imr'teyfan/ n. 1. [norncount] 
a result or product of imitating: tmitation is supposed to 
be a form of flattery. 2. [count] the act of imitating; an 
impersonation: does initations of famous political 
figures. 3. [count] a counterfeit; copy: That jewel is just 
an imitation. —adj. [before a noun] 4. designed to imi- 
tate a genuine or superior article or thing: imitation 
leather. 

im-i-ta-tive (im/i ta/tiv) /‘imi,teytiv/ adj. imitating; cop- 
ying. —im/i-ta’tive-ly, adv. —im/i-ta’tive-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

im-emac-uslate (i mak/ya lit) /i'mekyolit/ adj. 1. free 
from stain; clean: immaculate linen. 2. free from errors: 
an immaculate text. —imemac/uelate-ly, adv. —ime 
mac/u-late-ness, n. [noncount] 

im-emasterrieal (im/ə tērē al) /amə'tiəriyəl/ adj. 1. un- 
important: What people wear to the party is immaterial. 
2. not material; not in the physical world; spiritual. 
—im/ma-te/riealely, adv. —im/marte/ri-aleness, n. 
(nonconnt] 

im-ema-ture (im/a chddér’, -töór/) /‘Imo'tfur, -'tur/ adj. 1. 
not mature or ripe: the immature seeds of a plant. 2. 
emotionally undeveloped; childish; juvenile: immature 
temper tantrums. —im/maeture/ly, adv.: acting imma- 
turely and setfishly. —im/martur/iety, n. [noncount) 

im-meas-ur-a-ble (i mezh/ar a bal) /i'mezarabal/ adj. 
that cannot be measured; limitless. —imemeas/ur-a-bly, 
adv. 

imemeerdicarcy (i mē/dē ə sé) /I'miydiyasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 
1. [rroncount) the state or quality of being immediate: 
recognized the immediacy of our problem and ran to get 
a doctor. 2. Often, immediacies. [plural] immediate 
needs: the immediacies of everyday living. See -MEDI-. 

imeme-dieate (i mē/dē it) /i'miydiyit/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. occurring or done without delay: an inmediate 
reply. 2. having no object or space in between: fives in 
the immediate vicinity. 3. with nothing coming between 
to interfere; direct: an immediate cause. 4. of or relating 
to the present time: What are your iminediate plans? 5. 
very close in relationship: My immediate family consists 
of my wife, children, father, and sisters. See -MEDI-. 

im-me-di-aterly (i mé/dé it lē) /i'miydiyitliy/ adv. 1. 
instantly; at once: Please telephone him immediately. 2. 
with no object or space in between: The mayor sat im- 
mediately to my left. See -meor-. 

imemeemo-rri-eal (im’a môr/è al, -mGr/-) /,imo'moriyal, 
-‘mowr-/ adj. from time immemorial, from a period of 
time extending back beyond memory: From time imme- 
morial these mountains have stood. —im/me-mo/ri- 
alely, adv. See -MEM-. 

im-emense (i mens’) /I'mens/ adj. so large as to be im- 
possible to measure: an immense territory. —im-+ 
mense/ly, adv.: We enjoyed the party immensely. —ime 
men/si-ty, n. [noncount): the immensity of the galaxy 
and the universe. 

imemerse (i murs’) /i'mars/ v. [~ + obj], -mersed, 
-mers-ing. 1. to plunge into or place under a liquid: Do 
not immerse this electricat coffee pot in water. 2. to in- 
volve deeply; absorb: deeply immersed in her law prac- 
tice. —imemers/i-ble, adj.: That electricat coffee pot is 
not immersible. See -MERG-. 

im-merssion (i mûr/zhən, -shan) /i'm3r3zon, -fan/ n. 1. 
[count] the act of immersing: a quick inmersion into lo- 
cat politics. 2. [noncount] the state of being immersed. 
See -MERG-. 
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im-emi-grant (im/i grant) /‘imigrant/ n. [count] 1. one 
who immigrates: faws against immigrants who tried to 
get work. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to im- 
migrants and immigration: a department of immigrant 
affairs. See -MIGR-. 
im-mi-grate (im/i grat’) /‘Imi,greyt/ v. [~ + to + obj], 
-grat-ed, -grat-ing. to come to a country of which one is 
not a native, usually to live there permanently: They irn- 
migrated to the United States in the 1850's. See -MIGR-. 
—Usage. Note carefully the difference between EMIGRATE 
and IMMIGRATE, both of which involve travel and a country. 
When you EMIGRATE you come out of a country, or leave 
it; the preposition to use is FROM: She found it hard to 
emigrate from her home country. With immicrate the ac- 
tion is to the new country you are going toward or enter- 
ing; the preposition is usually To: She immigrated to the 
United States in t907. 
im-emi-grastion (im/’a gra’shan) /,imo'greyfan/ n. [non- 
count) the act of immigrating: Inimigration to that com- 
try rose in the early part of the century. See -MIGR-. 
im-mienent (ima nant) /‘imonont/ adj. likely to occur at 
any moment: the imminent collapse of coinmmunism. 
—im/mienence, 1. [Noncount]) —im/mienentely, adv. 
im-moebile (i mō/bəl, -bél) /i'mowbəl, -biyl/ adj. 1. in- 
capable of moving or being moved: The straps kept him 
immobile on the operating table. 2. not mobile or mov- 
ing; motionless: He stood irmmnobile and unseeing. —ime 
mo-bil-iety (im/ō bii tē) /;mow'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 
See -MOB-. 
imemosbil-ize (i mō/bə liz) /i'mowbəlayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-lized, -lizeing. to cause to be immobile: The drug im- 
mobilized bis arms and legs. —im-mo-bielieza-tion 
(i mō/bə li zā/shən) /I;mowboali'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 
See -MOB-. 
im-mod-er-ate (i mod/ar it) /t'modorit/ adj. going be- 
yond what is proper; excessive: immoderate eating. 
—im-mod/er-ate-ly, adv. —im-mod-er-a-tion (i mod/a- 
ra7shan) /i,moda'reyfan/ n. [poncount] See -moo-. 
imemod-est (i mod/ist) /i'modist/ adj. 1. indecent; 
shameless: wouldnt let her wear that bathing suit be- 
cause it was immodest for a teenager. 2. not modest; 
claiming to be important: made immodest statements 
about his own talent. —im-emod/est-ly, adv. See -MOD-. 
im-emo-late (im/e lat’) /‘tma,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to kill (someone or some animal) as a victim in 
a sacrifice, as by fire; offer in sacrifice: The young stu- 
dents immolated themselves to protest the repressive re- 
gine. —im-emoelastion (im/a lā/shən) /,imoa'leyfon/ n. 
[noncount] 
imemor-eal (i moral, i mor’-) /I'moral, I'mor-/ adj. 1. 
going against moral principles: The protesters considered 
the war inmoral. 2. not moral, esp. in sexual matters: an 
immoral movie. —im-emor/al-ly, adv. See -mMor-. 
imemoerraleiety (im/a ral/i tē, im/6-) /imoa'ralitiy, ,imo-/ 
n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] immoral quality or conduct: 
the immorality of the war. 2. [noncount) sexual miscon- 
duct: His imimoratity was frowned on by the church mem- 
bers. 3. [count] an immoral act. See -mor-. 
im-moretal (i mOr/tl) /i'mortl/ adj. 1. not mortal; not li- 
able or subject to death: iminortal souls. 2. that will not 
decay; everlasting: immortat wisdom. 3. perpetual; con- 
stant: an immortal enemy. —n. [count] 4. an immortal 
being: “I want to be an irmmortat and tive forever,” she 
exclaimed. 5. a person of long-lasting fame: one of 
baseball's immortals. —imemor’talely, adv. See -MORT-. 
im-moretaleiety (iim/Or tai tē) /imor'telitiy/ n. [non- 
count) 1. immortal condition or quality: Most religions 
say something about inimortality. 2. long-lasting fame: 
achieved immortality on the Hollywood screen. See 
-MORT-. 
im-morstal-ize (i môr/tl iz’) /I'mortlayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. 1. to bestow immortality: Tom and Huck 
were imunortalized in the writings of Mark Twain. 2. to 
make immortal; give (Someone) immortality: Did the 
Greek gods have the power to immortalize the figures in 
mythology? See -MORT-. 
im-movearble or im-+movera-ble (i moo/va bəl) 
A'muwvoaboal/ adj. 1. incapable of being moved: The 
chairs and desks in that classroom were imimnovable. 2. 
not moving; motionless; immobile: stood jmmovable in 
the forest. 3. unaffected by feeling; unyielding: an im- 
movable heart. See -mMov-. 
immune (i mydon/’) /I'myuwn/ adj. 1. [be/becorne + ~ 
+ to] protected from a disease, as by an injection: had 
to take yetlow fever shots to become iimimune to that dis- 
ease. 2. [before a noun) of or relating to the production 
of special cells in the body that combat disease: an im- 
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mune reaction. 3. [be + ~ + froni) exempt; protected; 
able to escape: promised he would be immune from 
prosecution. 4. [be + ~ + to] not responsive to or af- 
fected by something: Has to be inumune to harsh words 
and criticisin in his job. —imemu/niety, n. UWnoncount): 
promised immninity in exchange for his testimony. 

imemuenize (im/yə niz/^⁄, ìi mysdo/niz) /imyə, nayz, 
'myuwnayz/ v. [~ + obj], -nized, -niz-ing. to make im- 
mune: The vaccine immunized her against measles. 
—im-murni-za-tion (inVya ni zā/shən, i mydo/-) /,1myo- 
ni'zeyfon, imyuw-/ nm. [noncount]: humunization just 
wasn't practical. [count]: The doctors continued with the 
inununizations. 

im-mu-ta-ble (i myao’/ta bəl) /'myuwtəbəl/ adj. un- 
changeable: the inimitable laws of physics. —im-mucta- 
bility (i myoo/’te bili tē) /,myuwto'bilitiy/ m. [non- 
connut) —imemu/ta-bly, adv. See -MUT-. 

imp (imp) /imp/ n. [count] 1. a small devil or demon. 2. 
a mischievous child: That little inip spilled his cereal all 
over the floor! 

imp., an abbreviation of: 1. imperative. 2. imperfect. 3. 
imperial. 4. import. 5. imprint. 

im-epact (7. im/pakt; v. im pakt) / n. 'impækt; v. 
ım'pækt/ n. 1. the striking of one thing against another; 
collision: [noncount]: The atomic particles break apart on 
impact with others. [count]: The bullet Struck with a tre- 
mendous impact. 2. [noncount) influence, as the force 
carried by a new idea, etc.: the impact of Einstein on 
modern physics. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to drive or press 
(something) closely or firmly into something. 4. [~ + 
obj] to collide with: The rocket was designed to impact 
the planet Mars. 5. to have an impact or effect on; influ- 
ence: [~ + obj]: The decision may impact your whole 
career. [~ + on + obj]: Increased demand will impact 
on sales. See -PACT-. 

im-pact-ed (im pak/tid) /im'pxktid/ adj. 1. (of a tooth) 
so positioned that normal growth out of the gum is im- 
possible: impacted wisdom teeth. 2. driven together, 
tightly packed. 3. densely populated; overcrowded: an 
inipacted school district. See -PACT-. 

im-pair (im par’) /im'pear/ v. [~ + obj] to make worse; 
damage: Smoking can impair your health. —im-pair/’- 
ment, n. {moncount): impairment of the learning proc- 
ess. [connut]: a hearing impairment. 

im-pal-a (im pal/a, -pa/la) /im'pala, -'pala/ n. [count], 
pl. -pal-as, (esp. when thought of as a group) -pal-a. an 
African antelope, the male of which has ringed horns. 

im-pale (im pal’) /im'peyl/ v. [~ + obj], -paled, -pal- 
ing. to pierce through (something or someone’s body): 
The spear impaled his wrist. 

im-pal-pa-ble (im pal/pa bal) /im'palpabal/ adj. 1. in- 
capable of being felt; intangible: /mpalpable gloom fell 
over the room. 2. difficult for the mind to grasp easily: 
impalpable theories. —im-pal/pavbly, adv. 

im-pan-el (im pan/l) /im'pxnl/ also empanel, v. [~ + 
obj], -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. 1. to 
enter on a panel for jury duty: She was impaueled on her 
first day of jury duty. 2. to select (a jury) from a panel: 
The jury was inipaueted arid the trial begat. 

im-part (im part’) /im'part/ v. [~ + obj (+ to + obj) 
1. to make known; disclose: to impart the findings. 2. to 
give; bestow: Those spices itipart a real sense of ludia to 
this food. See -PAR-. 

im-par-tial (im par/shal) /im'parfol/ adj. fair; just; not 
partial or biased: Stay impartial until you have heard both 
sides. —im-par-ti-al-icty (im  par/she ai te) 
/im,parfiy'eltiy/ m. (vorcouut]) —im-par’tialely, adv.: 
The judge decided the case inipartially. 

im-passea-ble (im pas’a bal) /im'pwsobal/ adj. not al- 
lowing passage: Snow made the highways impassable. 
See -pass'-. 

im-passe (im/pas) /‘impiws/ u. (count; usually singular] a 
situation from which there is no escape: The discussions 
reached an inipasse. See -PASS-'. 

im-pas-sioned (im pash/’and) /im'pwJond/ adj. filled 
with intense feeling or passion: au impassioned plea for 
forgiveness. —im-pas/sionedsly, adv. See -Pass-°. 
im-pas-sive (im pas/iv) /im'pwsiv/ adj. showing or feel- 
ing no emotion: reriained itipassive in spite of our pleas 
for help. —imepas/siverly, adv.: watched inipassively as 
they led her sou to the gallows. —im-pas-siv-i-ty (im/- 
pa siv/i tē) /impi'sivitiy/ n. [noncount] See -Pass-*. 
im-pa-tience (im pa’shans) /im'peySons/ u. [unonconnt] 
1. unwillingness to tolerate anything that hinders; irrita- 
tion at having to wait for something: My inipatience grew 
as the traits was delayed more aud more. 2. eager desire 
for relief or change; restlessness. See -PAT-. 
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im-pa-tient (im pa/shant) /im'peyJoant/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to impatience: The impatient teacher demanded 
that we answer her questions immediately. 2. indicating 
lack of patience: an impatient answer. 3. [be + ~ + to 
+ verb] eagerly desirous: was impatient to finish her din- 
ner and go out arid play. —im-pa/tient-ly, adv.: waited 
impatiently in the car. See -PAT-. 

im-peach (im péch’) /im'piytf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to ac- 
cuse (a public official) of misconduct in office by bringing 
charges before an appropriate court or place of hearing: 
The Judiciary Committee would have voted to impeach 
the president. 2. to challenge whether (a person) is tell- 
ing the truth: to impeach a witness. —im-peach/a-ble, 
adj.: an impeachable offense. —im-peach/er, n. [count] 
—im-peach’/ment, n. [noncount]: Was the crime really 
worthy of impeachinent? (count): The country hasn't had 
an impeachment in decades. 

im-pec-ca-ble (im peka bal) /im'pekabal/ adj. faultless; 
flawless: impeccable manners. —im-pec-ca-bil-i-ty (im- 
pek/a bili tē) /im,peka'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt] —im-pec’- 
ca-bly, adv.: The children behaved impeccably. 

im-pe-cueni-ous (im/pi kyōō/nē əs) /ımpı'kyuwniyəs/ 
adj. having little or no money; penniless. —im/pe-cu/ni- 
ously, adv. —im/pe-cu/ni-ous-ness, n. [Noncount] 

im-pede (im péd/) /im'piyd/ v. [~ + obj], -ped-ed, 
-ped-ing. to cause to slow down in movement or prog- 
ress: A lumber shortage inipeded construction of the new 
house. See -PED-}. 

im-ped-iement (im ped/a meant) /im'pedamont/ n. 
{count] 1. something that impedes; a hindrance: 
impediments to the peace process. 2. a physical prob- 
lem that interferes with normal speech: a speech impedi- 
ment. See -PED-!. 

im-pel (im pel’) /im'pel/ v. {~ + obj], -pelled, -pel-ling. 
1. to urge forward; to force (to some action): The eco- 
nomic conditions impelled us. [~ + obj + to + verb]: 
Financial problems impelled the firm to cut its budget. 2. 
to impart motion to: The wheel acts to impel the shaft. 
—im-pel/ler, n. [count] See -PEL-. 

im-pend-ing (im pend/ing) /im'pendin/ adj. [before a 
noun) about to happen: the inipending crisis. See -PEND-. 

im-pen-e-tra-ble (im pen/i tra bal) /Am'penitrabal/ adj. 
1. that cannot be penetrated: an impenetrable barrier. 2. 
that cannot be understood: an impenetrable mystery. 
—im-pen-e-tra-bil-itty (im peni tra bii tē) 
/im,penitra'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —im-pen/e-tra-bly, 
adv. 

im-pen-i-tent (im pen/i tant) /im'penitont/ adj. feeling 
no regret about one’s sins. —im-pen/i-tence, n. [1on- 
count] See -PEN-. 

imper., an abbreviation of: imperative. 

im-per-artive (im per/a tiv) /im'perativ/ adj. 1. [usually: 
lt + be + ~ + (that) Clause] absolutely necessary: It is 
imperative that we leave. 2. of the nature of, or express- 
ing, a command; of or naming a grammatical mood 
used in commands, as in Listen! Go! Compare INDICATIVE 
(def. 2), suBsunctive (def. 1). —n. 3. [count] a command; 
order. 4. [count] an unavoidable requirement: the imper- 
atives of leadership. $. [noncount; usually: the + ~] the 
imperative mood; a verb form in this mood: Use the im- 
perative in this sentence. —im-per/a-tiverly, adv. 

im-per-cep-ti-ble (im/par sep/ta bal) /ımpər'septəbəl/ 
adj. very difficult to notice; subtle; not able to be easily 
perceived: At first the uphill slope of the road was imper- 
ceptible, but it became steeper. —im-per-cep-ti-bil-i-ty 
üm/pər sep/te bili tē) /impoar,septa'bilitiy/ n. [(voncount) 
—im/per-cep/ti-bly, adv. See -cEP-. 

imperf., an abbreviation of: imperfect. 

im-per-fect (im pur/fikt) /im'parfikt/ adj. 1. of, relating 
to, or having defects or weaknesses: imperfect vision. 2. 
lacking completeness: imperfect knowledge. 3. of or 
naming a verb tense or form that shows a repeated, ha- 
bitual, or continuing action or state in the past, or an ac- 
tion or state that was in progress at a point of reference 
in the past: The Spanisli verb form hablaban, which 
means “they used to speak” or “they were speaking,” is 
in the imperfect tense. —n. [nonconnt; usually: the + ~] 
4. the imperfect tense; a verb form in this tense: Use the 
imperfect in the next two sentences. —im-per’fect-ly, 
adv.: I spoke English imperfectly at first. —im-per/fect:- 
ness, n. [uoucount]) See -FEC-. 

im-per-fec-tion (im/par fek/shan) /,impor'fekfan/ n. 1. 
[count] a fault; flaw: These shirts are cheaper because of 
a few minor imperfections. 2. {uoncount) the quality or 
state of being imperfect: Don't settle for imperfection; try 
for perfection. See -FEC-. 

imperial (im pēr/ē al) /im'ptoriyal/ adj. [before a 
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noun) 1. of, relating to, or characteristic of an empire or 
emperor: the imperial powers of the nineteenth centry. 
2. (of weights and measures) agreeing with or using 
standards legally established in Great Britain: An imperial 
gallon equals roughly five American quarts. —im-pe/ri+ 
al-ly, adv. 

im-pesri-al-ism (im pēr/ē ə liz’am) /im'ploriys,lizam/ n. 
(noncount] the policy of extending the rule or authority 
of an empire over foreign countries: The loss of India 
was a blow to British imperialism. —im-pe/ri-al-ist, n. 
[count], adj.: the imperialist forces against the socialist 
forces. —im-pe/rivaleis/tic, adj. 

im-epereil (im per/al) /rm'peral/ v. [~ + obj}, -iled, -ibing 
or (esp. Brit.) -illed, -ile-ling. to put in peril or danger; en- 
danger. —im-per/ilement, n. [noncount) 

im-perrieous (im pēr/ē as) /im'piariyas/ adj. domineer- 
ing; having a manner of acting that looks down at others: 
The vice-president’s imperious manner annoyed her sub- 
ordinates. —im-pe/ri-ousely, adv.: She gestured imperi- 
ously at ine to leave her room. —imepe/ri-ous-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

im-per-ish-a-ble (im per/i sha bal) /im'pertfabal/ adj. 
1. that will not perish: sorne imperishable foods, like 
canned goods. —n. [count] 2. food that is not subject to 
decay or that does not spoil easily: had to stock up on 
imperishables for the long winter ahead. 

im-persmaenent (im pûr/mə nant) /im'p3armanant/ adj. 
not permanent: impermnanent physical beauty. —ime 
per/ma-nence, n. [noncount): the impermanence of 
physical beauty. —im-per/ma-nentely, adv. See -mMaAn-?. 

im-per-mesarble (im pur/mé ə bal) /im'parmiyabal/ adj. 
(of porous substances, etc.) not permitting a fluid to pass 
through: The tree cells have an impermeable membrane. 


—imeper-me-a-bil-iety (im pûrmēe ə bii tē) 
Aim,p3rmiya'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —im-per/me-arbly, 
adv. 


im-per-mis»sieble (im/pər mis/ə bəl) /,impar'misabal/ 
adj. not permissible: impermissible crines. See -Mis-. 

im-per-soneal (im pir/sa nl) /im'p3rsanl/ adj. 1. lacking 
reference to a person: impersonal remarks. 2. without 
human traits: an impersonal god. 3. lacking human 
emotion or warmth: a cold, impersonal letter of rejection. 
4. [before a noun) a. (of a verb) having only third person 
singular forms and used without an expressed subject, as 
Latin phit “it is raining,” or occurring with an empty sub- 
ject word, as the English verb rain in /tis raining. b. (of a 
pronoun) indefinite, as French on “one.” —im-per/son- 
ally, adv. 

im-per-soneate (im pûr/sə nat’) /im'parsa,neyt/ v. [~ + 
Obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to assume the character or ap- 
pearance of (someone else); pretend to be: arrested for 
impersonating a police officer. 2. to imitate the voice, 
behavior, etc., of (another person) to entertain: When he 
impersonates the president the audience laughs hysteri- 
cally. —im-per-son-artion (im  pur/sa nā/shən) 
/im,parsa'neyfan/ n. [noncount): Impersonation of a po- 
lice officer is against the law. (count): Her impersonations 
of me had me laughing uncontrollably. —im-per/son:-a/- 
tor, n. (count): a female inipersonator. 

im-per-tienent (im piir’tn ant) /im'p3rtnont/ adj. rude; 
disrespectful: an impertinent reply. —im-per’ti-nence, 
n. (noncount) —im-per’ti-nent-ly, adv. See -TEN-. 

im-per-turb-a-ble (im/par tur/ba bal) /,impar't3rbabal/ 
adj. incapable of being upset; calm: remained his usual 
imperturbable self during the crisis. —im-per-turb-a-bil- 
ity (im/poer tůûr/bə bili tē) /,impar,tarba'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count) —im/per-turb/a-bly, adv.: sitting there inper- 
turbably through the uproar. See -TURB-. 

imeperevieous (im pûr/’vē əs) /im'p3rviyəs/ adj. 1. not 
permitting passage through: The raincoat is impervious 
to rain. 2. incapable of being injured or impaired: i:nper- 
vious to wear and tear. 3. incapable of being influenced: 
impervious to reason. —imeper/vi-ous-ly, adv. 

im-pesrtiego (im/pi ti7gd) /impi'taygow/ n. [noncount) a 
skin infection with red swelling spots that form crusts. 
See -PET-. 

im-pet-ueous (im pech’d6 əs) /im'petfuwas/ adj. of, re- 
lating to, or characterized by sudden or rash action or 
emotion; impulsive: an impetuous youth. —im-pet-u-os: 
ity (im pech’do os/i tē) /im,petfuw'ositiy/ n. (noncount] 
—imepet/u-oussly, adv. See -PET-. 

im-pe-tus (im/pi təs) /'impıtəs/ n., pl. -tusses. 1. [count] 
a force that moves one to action; impulse: Some children 
need an impetus to study. 2. (noncount] the momentum 
of a moving body: The sled zoomed downhill under its 
own impetus. See -PET-. 

imepi-e-ty (im pi/i tē) /im'payitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. (non- 


imperialism to imponderable 


count) the quality or state of being impious. 2. [count] 
an impious act or practice: forgiveness for my impieties. 

im-pinge (im pinj^) /tm'pind3/ v. [~ + on/ipon), 
-pinged, -ping-ing. 1. to intrude on; infringe: to impinge 
on anothers rights. 2. to strike; collide: light that imp- 
inges on the lens. 3. to make an impression; have an ef- 
fect. —im-pinge/ment, 17. (noncount) 

im-pi-ous (im/pé as, im pi/-) /‘impiyas, im'pay-/ adj. not 
pious; lacking reverence or respect for God or religion; 
irreligious. —im/pi-ousely, adv. 

imp-ish (impish) /imp1f/ adj. of, relating to, or like an 
imp; mischievous: gave me an impish grin. —imp/ishely, 
adv.: grinning impishly. —imp/isheness, n. (noncount] 

im-placeasble (im plak’a bal, -plā/kə-) /im'plakabal, 
-'pleyka-/ adj. impossible to placate; not to be pacified 
or stopped: an implacable enemy. —im-placearbil-i-ty 
(im plak’a bili tē, -plā/kə-) /im,pleka'bilitiy, -,pleyko-/ 
n. [noncount]) —im-plac/ably, adv.: The enemy ad- 
vanced imnplacably. See -PLac-. 

im-plant (v. im plant’; n. im/plant’) / v. im'plant; n. 
‘1m,plaent/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to establish or fix firmly in the 
mind: to implant principles of behavior. 2. to plant se- 
curely (in something): to implant a post in the soil. 3. to 
insert or graft (a substance) into the body: The doctors 
imnplanted the new heart in the patient. —n. (count) 4. a 
device or material used for repairing or replacing part of 
the body: an organ implant. —im-plant/a-ble, adj. —im: 
plant/er, n. (count) 

im-plauesieble (im pl6’za bel) /im'plozabal/ adj. not 
plausible; unlikely: the student's implausible story about 
a dog eating the computer disk. —im-plauesi-bil-i-ty 
(im plô/zə bili tē) /im,ploza'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —im> 
plau/si-bly, adv. See -PLAUD-. 

im-pleement (n. im/ple meant; v. also -ment’) / n. '1m- 
plomont; v. ælsp -ment n. [count] 1. a tool or utensil 
for doing work: household implernents such as pots and 
pans. —v. [~ + obj} 2. to fulfill; carry out: to implement 
cainpaign reform. —im-pleemen-ta-tion (im/pla mən- 
ta’shan) /implamoan'teyfan/ n. [Noncount): asking for as- 
sistance in the implementation of reforms. 

im-pliccate (im/pli kat’) /‘impli,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to show or declare (Someone else) to 
be involved, usually in committing a crime: He was impli- 
cated in the robbery. See -Puic-. 

imepliccartion (im/pli ka’shen) /,impli'keyfan/ n. 1. 
[count] something implied: The reporters discussed the 
implications of the president's speech. 2. (noncount) the 
state of being implicated: his implication in the crime. 3. 
by implication, following from or implied by something 
else: That policy was a faihire, and so, by implication, 
was the president who had proposed it. See -PLic-. 

im-plic-it (im plis/it) /im'plisit/ adj. 1. not stated di- 
rectly; implied: an implicit agreement. 2. (usually: before 
a noun] unquestioning; absolute; complete: implicit trust. 
3. potentially contained; part of a situation or circum- 
stance that might be revealed; inherent: aware of the 
drama implicit in the occasion of his death. —imeplic/- 
itely, adv.: We agreed implicitly on nost of the issues. 
—im-plic/it-ness, n. [noncount] See -PLic-. 

im-plode (im pldd’) /im'plowd/ v. [no obj], -plod-ed, 
-plod-ing. to burst inward (opposed to explode). —im:- 
plo-sion (im plo’zhan) /im'plozan/ n. (noncount): the 
likelihood of implosion. (count): An implosion would 
wreck most of the stabilizing gear. —im-plo-sive (im- 
plo/siv) /im'plowsiv/ adj. See -PLOD-. 

im-plore (im plor’, -plor’) /im'plor, -'plowr/ v., -plored, 
-plor-ing. to beg urgently (for); beseech: [~ + obj): He 
implored her forgiveness. [~ + obj + to + verb): They 
implored him not to go. —im:plor/ing, adj.: an irnplor- 
ing look. —imeplor/ing-ly, adv.: The dog looked itnplor- 
ingly at me. 

imeply (im pli’) /im'play/ v., -plied, -ply-ing. 1. to indi- 
cate or suggest (something) without its being stated in 
words: [~ + Obj}: His actions itnplied a lack of faith. (~ 
+ (that) clause): The doctor's frown implied that sorne- 
thing was wrong. 2.(~ + obj) to involve as a necessary 
circumstance; presuppose: A fair trial implies a jury that 
is not biased. See -Ptic-. 

imeposlite (im/pe lit”) /impo'layt/ adj. not polite; rude: 
In the Japanese culture it is impolite to open a gift im- 
mediately. —im/po-lite/ly, adv. See -Poui-. 

imepol-istic (im pol/i tik) /im'politik/ adj. not politic; not 
expedient: /t was impolitic to complain about our sima- 
tion, because others were suffering even more. See -Po- 
LIS-. 

im-pon-der-a-ble (im pon/der ə bal) /im'pondorobal/ 
adj. 1. that cannot be precisely measured or evaluated: 
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Imporiderable factors may influence the results. —n. 
[count] 2. something imponderable: Her candidacy in the 
presidential race is another imponderable. See -PEND-. 

im-port (v. im pdrt/, -port?; n. im/port, -port) / v. 
im'port, -‘powrt; n. ‘Import, -powrt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
bring in from a foreign country: to import cars and com- 
puter parts. 2. to introduce from one use into another: 
The word input was imported to computer usage to 
mean “type in to the computer.” 3. to mean or signify; 
imply: Her words imported a change of attitude. —n. 4. 
[count] something imported: Imports rose again. 5. 
[noncount] the act of importing: the import of cars. 6. 
[noucount] importance; consequence: matters of great 
import. 7. [noncount] meaning; implication: He felt the 
import of her words. —im-port/a-ble, adj. —im-port/er, 
n. [count) See -PORT-. 

im-por-tance (im pôr’tns) /im'portns/ n. [noncount) the 
quality or state of being important: the importance of 
brushing one’s teeth every day. See -PORT-. 

im-por-tant (im pôr’tnt) /im'portnt/ adj. 1. of much or 
great effect, significance, or Consequence: an important 
event in history. (It + be + ~ + that clause): It's impor- 
tant that you understand our position. 2. of great distinc- 
tion, rank, or power: an important scientist. —im-por/- 
tant-ly, adv.: Slie works well with others, but more im- 
portautly, her record is the best in the company. See 
-PORT-. —-Related Words. important is an adjective, IM- 
PORTANCE is a noun: You missed a very important neet- 
ing. Was anything of importance discussed there? 

im-por-ta-tion (im/pôr ta/shan, -pdr-) /,mpor'teyJSon, 
-powr-/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of importing: He fought 
against the importation of cheaper steel. 2. [count] 
something imported. 

im-por-tuenate (im por/cha nit) /im'portfanit/ adj. 
overly urgent in asking so as to be annoying: importu- 
nate whining for video games. —im-por/tuenaterly, adv. 

im-por-tune (im/pOr toon’, -tyoon’) /,1mpor'tuwn, 
-'tyuwn/ v., -tuned, -tun-ing, adj. —v. 1. to urge with 
too much persistence so as to be annoying: [~ + obj}: 
imiportuning him for a raise. [no obj): importuning for a 
raise every day. —adj. 2. importunate. —im/por-tun/- 
ity, n. [Noncount): continuing importunity. [count]: ob- 
noxious iniportunities on the streets. 

im-pose (im p6z/) /im'powz/ v., -posed, -pos-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to apply by authority; force the acceptance of: to 
impose taxes. 2. to thrust (oneself) impolitely upon 
others: [no obj): Are you sure I'm not imposing, because 
I can come back later. [~ + on + obj): She imposed on 
the boss for some help. [~ + oneself): to impose oneself 
uninvited. —im-pos/er, n. [count] See -Pos-. 

im-pos-ing (im pO/zing) /im'powzin/ adj. impressive be- 
cause of size, dignity, power, etc.: The Empire State 
Building in New York is an imposing skyscraper. —im: 
pos/ingsly, adv. See -Pos-. 

im-poesi-tion (im/pə zish’an) /,impoa'zifon/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act of imposing: the imposition of a new sales 
tax. 2. [count] the act of pushing oneself on others: /t 
was a big imposition to drive lier fifty miles just for a 
pizza. See -POs-. 

im-pos-si-ble (im pos’a bal) /im'posabal/ adj. 1. not 
possible: Traveling faster than the speed of light is im- 
possible. [It + be + ~(+ for + obj) + to + verb): It's 
impossible (for anything) to travel faster than the speed 
of light. 2. extremely difficult: in the impossible situation 
of having to increase output, cut workers, and reduce 
costs. 3. completely impractical: an impossible plan. 4. 
hopelessly unsuitable, undesirable, or objectionable: The 
kids have been impossible all day. —im-poss-si-bil-i-ty 
(im pos/a bil/i tē) /im,posa'bilitiy/ n. [count]: the impos- 
sibility of arriving somewhere before you start to go 
there. —im-pos/si-bly, adv. [before an adjective or ad- 
verb]: The jet shot up iuto the sky impossibly fast. 
im-pos-tor or im-post-er (im pos/tar) /im'pnstor/ n. 
[count] one who pretends to be another in order to de- 
ceive someone: Oue of these is an impostor; can you fig- 
ure out which? See -Pos-. 

im-po-tence (im/pa tans) /‘impatans/ n. [noncourit] 1. 
the lack of power to do what is necessary: The general 
raged at his impotence as lie watched tlle enemy blow 
up liis bridges. 2. the condition in which a male is una- 
ble to make or keep the penis erect during sex. Also, 
im/po-ten-cy. See -PoT-. 

im-po-tent (im/pa tant) /‘impotont/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to impotence: Tle police were impotent in the face of 
sucli large-scale rioting. 2. (of a male) unable to make or 
keep the penis erect during sex. —im/postent-ly, adv. 
See -POT-. 
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im-pound (im pound?) /im'pawnd/ v. [~ + obj) to seize 
and keep (possessions, etc.) in the custody of the law: a 
new law to impound any property owned by aliens. See 
-POUND-. 

im-poveer-ish (im pov/ar ish, -pov/rish) /im'povorif, 
-'povrif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to reduce to poverty: The family 
was impoverished because neither parent could find 
work. 2. to exhaust the strength or vitality of: Excessive 
farming irnpoverished the soil. —im-pov/er-ished, adj.: 
We lived in an impoverished African country. —im-pov/- 
ereishement, n. [noncount) 

im-prace-ti-ca-ble (im prak/ti kə bal) /um'pracktikabol/ 
adj. not practicable: Your idea to give everyone a com- 
puter workstation is impracticable. —im-prac/ti-ca-bly, 
adv. 

im-praceti-cal (im prak/ti kal) /im'praktikol/ adj. 1. not 
practical or useful: Running a household without a 
budget is impractical. [it + be + ~(+ for + obj) + to 
+ verb]: It's impractical (for us) to run our household 
without a budget. 2. incapable of dealing sensibly with 
ordinary matters: What an inipractical professor; he can't 
even change a light bulb. 3. idealistic: an impractical be- 
lief that everyone is good. [it + be + ~(+ for + obj) + 
to + verb]: It's a bit impractical (for you) to hope that 
everyone will be nice to you. 4. \MPRACTICABLE. —ime 
practicality (im prak/ti kal/i tē) /im,prakti'kelitiy/ n. 
[noncount) 

im-pre-castion (im/pri ka’shan) /,mpri'keyfon/ n. 
[coun 1. the act of cursing or calling down evil on 
someone. 2. a curse. 

im-pre-cise (im/pra sis’) /impra'says/ adj. not precise: 
imprecise when it came to explaining how many people 
would be fired. —im/pre-cise/ly, adv. —im-pre-ci-sion 
üm/prə sizhZan) /,1mpro'sizon/ im/pre-cise/ness, n. 
[noncount) 

im-preg-na-ble! (im preg/na bal) /im'pregnabal/ adj. 1. 
strong enough to withstand attack; unconquerable: an 
impregnable fort. 2. that cannot be argued against or 
shown to be wrong: impregnable proof. —im-preg-na- 
bility (im preg/na bil/i tē) /im,pregno'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count] —im-preg/na-bly, adv. 

im-preg-na-ble? (im preg/na bal) /im'pregnabal/ adj. 
that may become pregnant. 

im-preg-nate (im preg/nat) / im'pregneyt / v. [~ + 
obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to make pregnant: The dog 
was impregnated several months ago. 2. to fertilize: The 
flower was impregnated with pollen, 3. to cause to enter 
and be spread or permeated throughout: fo impregnate 
a handkerchief with perfume. —im-pregenastion (im/- 
preg na/shan) /,impreg'neyfon/ n. [noncount) 

im-pre-saerieo (im/pra sar/é ©, -sar/-) /,umpro'sariy ow, 
-'seor-/ n. [count], pl. -ricos. One who manages operas 
or concerts: an impresario of rock concerts to raise 
money for charity. 

im-press (v. im pres’; n. im/pres) / v. im'pres; n. 'im- 
pres/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to affect (someone) deeply; influ- 
ence: irnpressed us as sincere. 2. [~ + obj] to create a 
favorable impression on (someone): Her excellent work 
impressed me. 3. [~ + on + obj + obj) to establish 
firmly in the mind: We impressed on her the necessity of 
being lionest. 4. [~ + obj) to produce (a mark) by pres- 
sure as from a stamp; imprint: to impress a picture of a 
duck by using a stamp pad and some ink. 5. [~ + obj) 
to furnish with a mark by or as if by stamping: fo impress 
the page with his seal. —n. [count] 6. a mark made by 
or as if by pressure. See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sion (im presh/an) /im'prefon/ n. [count] 1. a 
strong effect produced on the mind, feelings, or sense: 
What were your impressions of Denmark after living there 
a year? 2. an image in the mind caused by something 
external: the impression of sadness from a painting. 3.a 
somewhat vague awareness: a general impression of dis- 
tant voices. 4. a mark produced by pressure: The dog's 
paws made cute little impressions in the sand. 5. an imi- 
tation of a famous person by an entertainer. ——Idiom. 
6. be under the impression, [~ + (that) clause] to have 
the (perhaps mistaken) opinion, belief, or feeling that: / 
was under the inipression that you were working for him. 
See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sion-a-ble (im presh’a na bel, -presh/ne-) 
Nim'prefonobal, -'prefns-/ adj. capable of being easily im- 
pressed: a young, impressionable mind. See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sion-ism (im presh’a niz/am) /im'prefo,nizom/ 
n. [noncount) 1. (usually: liipressionism) a style of late 
19th-century painting with short brush strokes of bright 
colors next to each other to represent the effect of light 
on objects. 2. a style of literature or of musical composi- 
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tion that emphasizes mood and sensory impressions. 
See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sion-ist (im presh’a nist) /im'prefanist/ n. 
[count] 1. an artist who practices impressionism. 2. an 
entertainer who does impressions: the impressionist do- 
ing his imitations of the president. —adj. [before a noun) 
3. of or relating to artistic impressionism. See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sion-is-tic (im presh’a nis/tik) /im,prefo'nistik/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to impressionism. 2. relying on or 
based on images or effects produced on the mind; based 
on feelings or emotions rather than on facts: In science 
you must avoid tmpressionistic statements and stick to 
observations. See -PRESS-. 

im-pres-sive (im pres/iv) /im'presiv/ adj. causing admi- 
ration because of size, conduct, manner, etc.: the im- 
pressive old castles of Ireland. —im-pres/sive-ly, adv.: 
The huge crater stretched out impressively before us. 
—im-pres/sive-ness, n. [noncount] See -PRESS-. 

im-priemastur (im/pri ma/ter, -ma/-, im prim/’a tédr’, 
-tydor’) /impri'mator, -'mey-, im'primo,tur, -tyor n. 1. 
(noncount] permission to print or publish a book, etc., 
granted by a church authority. 2. [count; usually singu- 
far] sanction; approval; permission: Get the boss's impri- 
matur on that project. 

imeprint (n. im/print; v. im print?) / n. ‘imprint; v. 
im'print/ n. [count] 1. a mark impressed on something: 
an imprint of shoes on wet concrete. 2. a long-lasting ef- 
fect: That tragic childhood incident teft a strong imprint 
on him. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to mark by or as if by pres- 
sure: fo imprint a book with a mark. 4. to produce (a 
mark) by pressure: to imprint the seat on the document. 
5. to fix firmly on the mind: That day is imprinted on his 
memory forever. —im-print/er, n. [count] 

im-pris-on (im priz’an) /im'prizan/ v. [~ + obj) to con- 
fine in a prison: They imprisoned him in a dark dungeon. 
—im-pris’on-ment, n. [noncount): Imprisonment 
seemed so cruel [count]: an imprisonment of a few 
years. 

im-prob-a-ble (im prob/a bal) /im'probabal/ adj. not 
probable; unlikely to be true or to happen: an improbable 
ending toa story. [it + be + ~ + that clause]: It’s improba- 
ble that we should win ten straight games. —im-probsa- 
bil-isety (im prob/ə bii tē) /im,proba'bilitiy/ n. [count] 
—im:-prob/a-bly, adv. See -PROB-. 

im-promp:-tu (im promp/too, -tyd6) /ım'promptuw, 
-tyuw/ adj. 1. done without preparation: an impromptu 
party. —adv. 2. without preparation: to deliver a speech 
impromptu. 

im-prop-er (im prop/er) /im'propar/ adj. 1. not belong- 
ing or applicable: drew some improper conclusions. 2. 
not agreeing with what is proper: improper conduct. [it 
+ be + ~(+ for + obj) + to + verb]: It was tinproper 
(for you) to make that offer. 3. abnormal; irregular: signs 
of improper functioning. 4 not correct: improper labora- 
tory procedures. —im-prop/er-ly, adv. See -PROPR-. 

im-proeprice-ty (im/pra pri/i tē) /impra'prayitiy/ n., pi 
-ties. 1. [norncount] the quality or condition of being im- 
proper. 2. [count] an improper act: accused of financial 
improprieties. See -PROPR-. 

imeprove (im proov’) /im'pruwv/ v., -proved, -prov-ing. 
1. to (cause to) become better: [~ + obj]: Exercise im- 
proves one’s health. [no obj): His health seems to be im- 
proving. 2. [~ + obj] to increase the value of (real prop- 
erty) by remodeling or adding features: improved the 
property by remodeling the bathroom. 3. improve on, 
[~ + obj] to produce something better than: tried to im- 
prove on my previous supervisor's work by adding to 
what she had started. —im-prov/a-ble, adj. See -PROv-. 

improvement (im proov’ment) /im'pruwvmont/ n. 1. 
[noncount] an act of improving or the state of being im- 
proved: signs of economic improvement. 2. [count] a 
change or addition by which a thing is improved: to 
make improvements on a house. See -PROV-. 

im-prov-iedent (im prov/i dant) /im'providant/ adj. ne- 
glecting to provide for future needs. —im-prov/i-dence, 
n. [noncount] —im-prov/i-dentely, adv. 

im-pro-vise (im/prə viz’) /‘impra,vayz/ v., -vised, -vis- 
ing. 1. to perform without preparation: [~ + obj]: The 
teacher stood before his class and improvised a tecture. 
[no obj): Good jazz musicians can improvise for any 
length of time. 2. to make, provide, or arrange (some- 
thing) from available materials: [~ + obj): to improvise a 
dinner from the leftovers. (no obj): Good teachers know 
how to improvise. —im-prov/i-sa/tion (-prov’a za’shan) 
/-,prova'zeyfon/ n. [noncount): The comedian was good 
at improvisation. [count]: The musician performed a few 
improvisations on a theme. —im-prov-issa-tion-al (im- 


prov/a za/sha nl) /im,prova'zeyfanl/ adj.: improvisational 
humor. —im/pro-vis/er, im/pro-vi/sor, n. [count] 
im-pru-dent (im prood/nt) /im'pruwdnt/ adj. not pru- 
dent; lacking discretion: imprudent behavior. —im:pru/- 
dence, n. [norcount] 

im-pu-dent (im/’pya dant) /'ımpyədənt/ adj. rude; very 
disrespectful: an impudent child. —im/pu-dence, n. 
[noncount): sent to the principal's office for impudence. 
—im/pu-dentely, adv. 

im-pugn (im pydon’) /im'pyuwn/ v. [~ + obj} to cast 
doubt upon: The lawyer impugned the witness's story. 
—im-pugen/er, n. [count] See -PuGN-. 

im-pulse (im/puls) /‘impals/ n. 1. [connt] the influence 
of a particular feeling, etc., to do something: a sudden 
impulse to quit his job. 2. (noncount]) sudden desire 
leading to action: swayed by impulse. 3. [count] a push- 
ing force that causes motion. 4. [count] a single, usually 
sudden, flow of electric current or signal from the nerves 
to a muscle, in one direction: to send out radio impulses 
that are picked up by the circling aircraft. See -PULS-. 

im-pulesive (im pul/siv) /im'palsiv/ adj. caused by or 
swayed by impulse: an impulsive action. —im-pul/- 
siverly, adv.: reached ont impulsively and took his hand. 
—im-pul’sive-ness, n. [noncount] See -PULS-. 

im-pueniety (im pyoo/ni tē) /im'pyuwnitiy/ n. [noncount] 
avoidance of punishment: able to steal money with impu- 
nity. 

im-pure (im pydor’) /im'pyur/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
impurity: impure water. 2. not chaste: He was having im- 
pure thoughts about his girtfriend. —im-pure/ly, adv. 
See -PUR-. 

imepurriety (im pydor/i tē) /im'pyuritiy/ n. 1. [count] a 
substance mixed with some other substance, making the 
other substance no longer pure: Remove the impurities 
from the gasoline before it is ignited. 2. [noncount] the 
quality or state of being impure: the sin of impurity. See 
-PUR-. 

im-pute (im pyoot’) /im'pyuwt/ v. [~ + obj + to + obj). 
-put-ed, -put-ing. 1. to believe that someone has (a 
quality, etc.): The children imputed magical powers to 
the old woman. 2. to believe that someone or something 
is responsible for (something); to attribute (something) to 
someone or something: The critics imputed the faiture of 
the play to the director. —im-put/a-ble, adj. —im-pu-ta- 
tion (im/py66 ta’shan) /,impyu'teyfan/ n. [noncount] See 
-PUTE-. 

in (in) /in/ prep. 1. This word is used before a noun that 
refers to space, a place, or to something that puts limits 
on something else, to show that the following noun in- 
cludes something within it, contains something within it, 
or surrounds something: They were watking in the park 
(= The park limits where they were walking, and sur- 
rounds them or contains them). The horses were gallop- 
ing in the field. She was stilt in bed when I came home. 
The doll is in the box; leave it there. 2. This word is used 
before a noun that is abstract, cannot be touched, or re- 
fers to an occupation, interest, quality, characteristic, etc. 
It is used to show that the following noun includes or 
contains someone or something: He was an important 
character in the play (= The play inchides this character). 
She worked in politics. In the last section of the book we 
list irregular verbs. There was a lot of evil in his personal- 
ity. 3. This word is used to show motion or direction 
from outside to a point within, and to mean “into”: Let's 
go in the house. Put the doll in the box. 4. This word is 
used before a noun that refers to a period of time, to 
show that something happens during that time, or occurs 
within a period or limit of that time: in ancient times (= 
something happened during ancient times). We did the 
task in only ten minutes. I love Paris in the autumn. We 
will be there in an hour. She is an actress in her twenties. 
5. This word is used with a following noun to show that 
the action, situation, condition, or manner of action is 
limited or described by that noun: to speak in a whisper. 
They are sirnilar in appearance. He was dressed in a kilt; 
she was in her pajamas. We were not afraid to meet in 
public. Smith shook his head in amazement. 6. This 
word is used with a noun to show that the action de- 
scribed is accomplished with the use of, or by means of, 
that noun: speaking in French; written in ink. 7. This 
word is used with a noun, or a present participle form of 
a verb, to show what will result from some other action: 
In showing his emotions so clearly, he risked losing his 
advantage. 8. This word is used to indicate a change 
from one state to another: to break in half. 9. This word 
is used with a noun to indicate the aim or purpose of 
something: speaking in honor of the event. 10. This 
word is used with a noun that describes the color of 
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something: The walls were in yellow. —adv. 11. in or into 
some place, position, state, relation, etc.: Please come 
in. Have your papers handed in by Tuesday. 12. having 
arrived: Her plane isn't in yet. 13. in one’s house or of- 
fice: | wasn't in all day; I had to go to court. 14. in office 
or power: That party lias beer voted in, but it may soon 
be voted out. 15. in possession or occupancy: The doc- 
tor is in. 16. on good terms; in favor: She got in good 
with Her boss. 17. in season: Watermelons will soon be 
in. —adj. 18. inner; internal: the in part of a mechanism. 
19. a. fashionable; stylish; in style: /t was the in place to 
dine. Wild, colorful hats are definitely in this year. b. [be- 
fore a noun] understood only by a special group: an in 
joke. 20. (before a nonn) included in a favored group: 
She was never part of the in crowd. 21. plentiful; availa- 
ble. 22. being in power: the in party during the crisis. 
—n. [count] 23. Usually, the ins. persons who are in 
power: The ins will continue to dominate. 24. pull or in- 
fluence: He's got an in with the senator. —Idiom. 25. 
in for, certain to undergo (a disagreeable experience): /t 
looks as if we're in for stormy weather. The economy is 
in for another tough six months. 26. in for it, Slang. 
about to suffer punishment or unpleasant consequences: 
We're in for it now, unless we can escape through the 
back before they catch us. 27. have it in for, [~ + obj) 
to cause difficulty for; to make trouble for: That teacher 
seems to liave it in for him; she’s always picking on him. 
28. in that, because; inasmuch as: / expected a better 
price from that store in that ld bought all my other com- 
puter equipment from them previously. 29. the ins and 
outs of, all the details or parts of: a book on the ins and 
outs of photograplly. —-Usage. The most basic mean- 
ing of this word is that of general limits or boundaries 
put on places and actions. In referring to place and to 
time, in is the preposition that is more general and less 
specific in its meaning than at and on. Thus, we have in 
Russia; in the autumn, both of which are more general 
than on Avenue C, on the twelfth of June and at 23rd 
Street and Lexington Avenue; at eight o'clock. See the 
note under AT. 

IN, an abbreviation of: Indiana. 

in-', prefix. in- is attached to verbs and nouns and means 
“in; into; on:” in- + come 7 income (= money coming 
in); in- + corporate (= body) ~ incorporate (= make 
into one body); in- + land ~ inland (= in the land). 

in-?, prefix. in- is attached to adjectives and means “not:” 
in- + accurate ~ inaccurate (= not accurate); in- + ca- 
pable 7 incapable (= not capable); in- + direct ~ indi- 
rect (= not direct). For variants before other sounds, see 
IM-, IL-, IR-. 

-in, suffix. -in is attached to some verbs to form nouns 
that refer to organized protests through, using, Or in sup- 
port of the named activity: sit + -in ~ sit-in (= a protest 
in which participants sit and block passage). 

in., an abbreviation of: inch. 

ineaebileisty (in’a bii tē) /,ina'bilitiy/ n. lack of ability: 
[noncount): failed through obvious inability. (court, usu- 
ally singular): an obvious inability to deal with the facts. 

in ab-senetia (in ab sen/sha, -shé ə) /in wb'senfo, -fiyə/ 
adv. Latin. in absence: to be tried for his crimes itt ab- 
seritia. 

ineac-ces-sible (in’ak ses’a bl) /,inak'sesabl/ adj. that 
cannot be reached: an inaccessible hideaway in the 
mountains. —ineac-ces-sirbilisty (in ak ses’a bili te) 
/inak,seso'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt] —in-ac-ces/si-bly, adv. 

ineac-cueraecy (in ak/yar a sé) /in'wkyorosiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [count] something inaccurate; an error: He 
complained about the inaccuracies in the report about 
him. 2. [noncount) the act or state of being inaccurate: 
He couldn't tolerate inaccuracy in his newspaper. See 
-CURA-. 

in-ac-cu-rate (in ak/yar it) /in'wkyorit/ adj. not accu- 
rate; incorrect: an inaccurate statement. —in-ac/cus 
rate-ly, adv. See -CURA-. 

ineacetion (in ak/shan) /in'wkfon/ n. [nonconnt] absence 
of action or of activity; idleness. 

insacetievate (in ak/te vat’) /in'wkto,veyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. to make inactive. —in-ac-ti-va-tion 
(in ak/te va/shan) /inekto'veyfon/ n. Groncourt) 

in-acetive (in aktiv) /in'wktiv/ adj. 1. not active: an in- 
active volcano. 2. quiet; not doing much: an inactive, 
boring retirement. 3. Military. not on active duty. —ine 
ac-tivei-ty (in/ak tiv/i tē) /anæk'tivitiy/ n. [noncount): a 
boring inactivity once lie retired. 

ine-ad-e-qua-cy (in ad’a kwə sé) /in'wdakwasiy/ s., pl. 
-cies. 1. [rorcount) the state or condition of being inad- 
equate: fearing inadequacy in dealing with people. 2. 


378 


[count] something inadequate; a defect: There are sev- 
eral obvious inadequacies in your plan. 

insad-e-quate (in ad/i kwit) /in'wdikwit/ adj. not ade- 
quate or sufficient. —in-ad/e-quaterly, adv. 

inead-mis-sivble (in ad mis’a bal) /inad'misabal/ adj. 
that cannot be used as evidence in a court of law. See 
-MIS-. 

inead-vert-ent (in’ad vir/tnt) /inod'vartnt/ adj. 1. un- 
intentional: an inadvertent insult. 2. not attentive: He was 
inadvertent and knocked over his glass. —in/ad-vert/- 
ence, n. [noncount]) —in’ad-vert/ent-ly, adv.: I inad- 
vertently overheard her conversation. See -VERT-. 

inead-viseaeble (in/ad vi/za bal) /,inad'vayzobol/ adj. not 
advisable: unwise; not sensible: an inadvisable plan. [it 
+ be + ~(+ for + obj) + to + verb): It would be inad- 
visable (for me) to approach him while he’s still angry. 
See -vis-. 

insaleienea-ble (in al’ya na bal, -a/lé a-) /in'cylyonobal, 
-'eyliyə-/ adj. not alienable; that cannot be taken away; 
not transferable to another: inalienable rights. —in-al- 
ien-abil-iety (in al’yo nə bii te, -a/le a-) 
/An,cylyana'bilitiy, -,cyliya-/ n. (noncount] —in-aVien-a- 
bly, adv. See -ALı-. 

ineameorracta (in am/a rä/tə, in’am-) /in,emo'rato, 
nem-/ n. (count), pl. -tas. a woman who loves or is 
loved; a female lover. See -Am-. 

insane (i nan’) /i'ncyn/ adj. 1. lacking sense, signifi- 
cance, or ideas; silly: inane questions. 2. empty; point- 
less: an inane remark about the weather. —in-ane/ly, 
adv. —in-an-iety (i nan/i tē) /i'nanitiy/ n. (noncount): a 
moment of sheer inanity. (count): some inanities about 
the weather. 

ineaneiemate (in an/ə mit) /in'anomit/ adj. not animate; 
lifeless: inanimate objects such as stones, cement, and 
logs. —in-an/iemate-ly, adv. —in-an/i-mate-ness, ine 
an-iemaetion (in an’a mā/shən) /in,ænə'meyfən/ n. Inon- 
count) See -ANIMA-. 

ineap-pli-ca-ble (in ap/li kə bəl, in/ə plik/ə bəl) 
Ain'wplikobal, ,mo'plikaboal/ adj. not suited; irrelevant: 
Your idea is exciting but inapplicable. 

ine-ap-pro-pri-ate (in/a pro/pré it) /,ino'prowpriytt/ adj. 
not appropriate; unsuited; improper: thought wearing 
shorts to church was inappropriate. [it + be + ~ (+ for 
+ obj) + to + verb): It is inappropriate for his lawyer to 
make any public comments on the case. —in/ap-pro/- 
pri-ate-ly, adv. See -PROPR-. 

inear-ticeuelate (in/ar tik’ya lit) /inar'tikyolit/ adj. 1. 
lacking the ability to express oneself clearly: an inarticu- 
late speaker. 2. unable to use words in speech: inarticu- 
late with rage. 3. not uttered or pronounced to express 
meaning: a baby’s inarticulate sounds. —in/ar-tic/us 
late-ly, adv. —in/ar-tic/u-late-ness, n. [voncount) 

ineasemuch as (in’az much’ əz, az’) /inoz'matf 9z, 
2z/ conj. 1. in view of the fact that; since: We might as 
well go in, inasmuch as we have come all this distance to 
be here. 2. insofar as; to such a degree as: She'll help 
us, inasmuch as she is able. 

ineat-ten-tion (in’a ten’shan) /,tina'tenfon/ n. [non- 
count) lack of attention; negligence. —in-at-ten-tive 
(in’a ten/tiv) /,ina'tentiv/ adj. 

ineaudsieble (in 6/da bal) /in'odabol/ adj. that cannot be 
heard. —ineau/dib-ly, adv. See -auo-. 

ineauegueral (in ô/gyər al, -gər al) /in'ogyoral, -gərəl/ 
adj. (before a nour] 1. of or relating to an inauguration: 
the president's inaugural address. 2. marking the begin- 
ning of a new business, etc.: the inaugural run of the 
pony express. —n. [count] 3. an address at the begin- 
ning of a term of office. 4. an inaugural ceremony. 

ineaueguerate (in ô/gyə rat’, -ga-) /in'ogya,reyt, -ga-/ v. 
[~ + obj], -rat-ed, -rat-ing. 1. to make a formal begin- 
ning of; begin: The end of World War II inaugurated the 
era of nuclear power. 2. to put (someone) into office with 
formal ceremonies; install: He was inaugurated in Janu- 
ary. 3. to introduce or cause to begin: Airmail service 
was inaugurated in 1918, —in-au-guera-tion (in O/gya- 
ra/shen, -ga-) /Inogya'reyfon, -go-/ n. Inoncount): inau- 
guration of the new space fliglits. (count): Inaugurations 
are held in January. 

ineausepi-cious (in/ô spish’as) /,ino'spifos/ adj. not 
auspicious; unfavorable: an inauspicious moment to ar- 
rive. —in/aus-pi/cious+ly, adv. —in/aus-pi/cious-ness, 
n. [noncoung 

ineboard (in’bérd’, -bGrd’) /'in,bərd, -,bowrd/ adj. 1. lo- 
cated inside a hull or aircraft. 2. located nearer the cen- 
ter, as of an airplane. —adv. 3. inside or toward the cen- 
ter of a machine, etc. 
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ineborn (in/bôrn/) /‘in'born/ adj. naturally present at 
birth; innate: the inborn ability to learn. 

in-bound (in/bound’) /‘in'bawnd/ adj. inward bound: in- 
bound ships. 

inebred (in/bred/) /'mn'bred/ adj. 1. innate: an inbred 
grace. 2. resulting from or involved in inbreeding. 

in-breed-ing § (in’bré/ding) /‘in,briydin/ m. [noncount] 
the breeding or mating of closely related individuals. 

inc., an abbreviation of: 1. incomplete. 2. incorporated. 
3. increase. 

in-cal-cusla-ble (in kal/kya lə bal) /in'kelkyalobal/ adj. 
1. unable to be calculated: the incalculable number of 
Stars. 2. uncertain; unpredictable: The future is incalcula- 
ble. —in-cal/cu-la-bly, adv.: the incalculably many stars 
in the galaxy. 

in-can-des-cent (in/kan des’ant) /,inkan'desont/ adj. 1. 
glowing or white with heat: an incandescent lamp bulb. 
2. extremely bright; brilliant: incandescent wit. —in’can- 
des/cence, n. [noncount] —in’/can-des/centely, adv. 

in-can-ta-tion (in’/kan ta’shan) /inkan'teyfon/ n. the 
chanting or saying of magical words: [noncount]: the in- 
cantation of odd-sounding syllables to ward off evil. 
[count]: prayers and incantations to the gods. 

ine-ca-pa-ble (in kā/pə bal) /in'keypabal/ adj. 1. [be + 
~ + of} not having the necessary ability, qualification, or 
strength to perform some function: incapable of doing 
such a difficult thing. 2. lacking ordinary capability; in- 
competent: incapable management. —ineca-parbil-i-ty 
(in kā/pə bili tē) /in,jkeypa'bilitry/ n. [noncount] —in- 
ca/pa-bly, adv. 

in-ca-pac-i-tate (in/kə pas/i tat’) /inka'pesi,teyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 1. to deprive of ability; disable: 
Physically incapacitated as a result of his fall. 2. to de- 
prive of legal power. 

inecaspaceiety (in’ka pas/i tē) /inka'pesitiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. lack of ability or strength. 2. lack of legal 
power to act. 

in-car-cer-ate (in kär/sə rat’) /in'karsa,reyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to put in prison; confine. —in-car/- 
cer-a/tion, n. [noncount] 

in-car-nate (adj. in kar/nit, -nat; v. -nat) / adj. in'karnit, 
-neyt; v. -neyt/ adj., v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing. —adj. [after a 
noun) 1. given a bodily, esp. a human, form: a devil in- 
carnate. 2. personified; typified: The alien monster repre- 
sents evil incarnate. 

inscarenastion (in/kär na/’shan) /,tnkar'neyfan/ n. 1. 
(count; usually singular; usually: the + ~] a person or 
thing personified: That dancer is the incarnation of 
beauty and grace. 2. [count] the act or state of being 
given a bodily form: She thought they had known each 
other in a previous incarnation. 

inecen-diearey (in sen’dé er/é) /in'sendiy,eriy/ adj., n., 
pl. -areies. —adj. [before a noun] 1. used for setting 
property on fire: incendiary bombs. 2. tending to arouse 
strife between groups; inflammatory: incendiary 
speeches. —n. [count] 3. a device containing a sub- 
stance that burns quickly with an intense heat: flung in- 
cendiaries at the soldiers. 

inecense' (in’sens) /‘Insens/ n. [Noncount] 1. a sub- 
stance producing a sweet odor when burned. 2. the per- 
fume or smoke arising from incense. 

inecense? (in sens’) /in'sens/ v. [~ + obj], -censed, 
-cens-ing. to arouse the anger of; enrage: incensed that 
his friend had approached the boss without consulting 
him. —in-cense/ment, n. [noncount) 

inscen-tive (in sen/tiv) /in'sentrv/ n. something that 
arouses someone to action: [noncount): very little incen- 
tive to work. [count]: gave incentives to the farmers. 

inecep-tion (in sep’shan) /in'sepfan/ n. [count] begin- 
ning: He's been on the TV show since its inception. 

in-cer-tittude (in sûr/ti todd’, -tyood’) /in'sarti,tuwd, 
-tyuwd/ n. [noncount] uncertainty; doubtfulness. See 
-CERT-. 

ineces-sant (in ses’ant) /in'sesont/ adj. unending: inces- 
sant noise. —in-ces/sant-ly, adv.: The music blared in- 
cessantly. See -CESS-. 

inecest (in’sest) /Insest/ n. [noncount] sexual relations 
between persons so closely related that they are forbid- 
den to marry. —in-ces’tueous (in ses/choo as) 
/in'sestfuwas/ adj. 

inch (inch) /intf/ n. [count] 1. a unit of length, “2 of a 
foot, equivalent to 2.54 centimeters. 2. a very smali 
amount, degree, or distance: avoiding disaster by inches. 
—v. 3. to move by small degrees: [no obj): We inched 
slowly through the traffic. [~ + obj): The driver inched 
her truck carefully into the spot. —Idiom. 4. every 
inch, in every respect; completely: Shes every inch a 
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lady. 5. within an inch of, nearly; close to: We came 
within an inch of being drowned. 

in-choeate (in kō/it, -at) /in'kowit, -eyt/ adj. just begin- 
ning to exist or appear: a child's inchoate social aware- 
ness. 

in-ci-edence (in/si dans) /‘insidans/ n. (count; usually 
singular] the rate or range of occurrence of something: a 
high incidence of flu. See -cide-. 

in-ciedent (in/si dant) /‘insidant/ n. [count] 1. an occur- 
rence or event: an unpleasant incident at the office. 2. a 
minor event leading to serious consequences: a minor 
border incident that erupted into a war. —adj. 3. likely to 
happen, often as a side effect: hazards incident to the 
job. 4. falling or striking on something, such as light rays 
do. See -CIDE-. 

in-cieden-tal (in/si den/tl) /,insi'dentl/ adj. 1. likely to 
happen in an unplanned manner: Incidental expenses 
were paid for by his employer. —n. [count] 2. something 
incidental. 3. incidentals, [piura minor expenses. See 
-CIDE-. 

in-ciedenctalely (in/si den/tl € -dent/lé) /,insi'dentliy 
-‘dentliy/ adv. apart or aside from the main subject; by 
the way: Incidentally, if you want to see her again, let me 
know. See -CIDE-. 

in-cin-er-ate (in sin’a rat’) /in'sina,reyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to burn to ashes: The garbage was incin- 
erated in the building. —in-cin-ereartion (in sin’a rā- 
shan) /in,stna'reyfan/ n. [noncoung 

in-cin-er-astor (in sin’a ra/tar) /in'sino,reytar/ n. (count) 
a furnace or device for burning materials. 

in-cip-sient (in sip/ē ant) /in'sipiyont/ adj. [before a 
noun) beginning to appear: an Incipient cold. —inecip/i« 
ent-ly, adv. See -cep-. 

inecise (in siz’) /in'sayz/ v. [~ + obj], -cised, -cis-ing. 
to cut into; cut marks upon: to incise a wound. See 
-CISE-. 

insciesion (in sizh’%an) /in'sizan/ n. [count] 1. a cut or 
gash. 2. a surgical cut into tissue. See -CISE-. 

in-ciesive (in si/siv) /in'saysiv/ adj. 1. penetrating; cut- 
ting: an incisive tone of voice. 2. clear and direct; keen: 
an incisive analysis; incisive wit. —in-ci/sive-ly, adv. 
—in-ci/siveeness, n. [noncount] See -cisE-. 

in-ci-sor (in si/zar) /in'sayzor/ n. [count] any of the four 
frontmost teeth in each jaw, used for cutting and gnaw- 
ing. See -CISE-. 

inscite (in sit’) /in'sayt/ v., -citeed, -cit-ing. to stimulate 
to action; stir up: [~ + obj]: sentenced for inciting a riot. 
[~ + obj + to + verb): The union incited the workers to 
strike. —in-cite’/ment, n. [noncount): No more incite- 
ment to riot was necessary. [count]: an incitement to riot. 
—in-cit’er, n. [cont] 

inecievileiety (in/sə vii tē) /insa'vilitiy/ n., ph -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the quality or state of being uncivil or impo- 
lite: no need for incivility. 2. [count] an uncivil or impo- 
lite act. —in-civeil (in sival) /in'sival/ adj. 

incl., an abbreviation of: including. 

ineclem-ent (in klem/ant) /in'klemont/ adj. 1. stormy; 
bad: inclement weather. 2. not kind or merciful. —in- 
clem/en-cy, n. [noncount) 

in-clienastion (in’kla na’shan) /inklo'neyfon/ n. [count] 
1. a special liking or feeling for something: a great incli- 
nation for sports. 2. the act of moving from a higher 
place down; the state of being moved this way: an incli- 
nation of the head. 3. an inclined surface. 

inecline (v. in Klin’; n. in/klin, in Klin’) / v. in'klayn; n. 
‘inklayn, in'klayn/ v., -clined, -clin-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) slant, lean, or bend: [no obj): His head in- 
clined toward me. [~ + obj]: He inclined his head to- 
ward me. 2. [no obj) to have a preference: inclines to- 
ward mysticism. 3. [~ + obj + to + verb] to persuade; 
dispose: Her attitude did not incline me to help her. See 
INCLINED. —n. [count] 4 an inclined surface; slant: The 
truck could hardly make it up the incline. 

ineclined (in klind’) /in'klaynd/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + to + 
verb] wanting to: Hm inclined to believe you. 2. [be + ~ 
+ to + verb] likely; having a tendency: She's inclined to 
be very active. 3. [be + adverb + ~] naturally skilled; 
adept: Hes athletically inclined. 4. sloping; slanted: an 
inclined plane; an inclined roof. 

ineclude (in kld0d7) /in'kluwd/ v. [~ + obj], -clud-ed, 
-clud-ing. 1. (not: be + ~-ing] to contain or have as 
part of a whole: The meal includes dessert and coffee. 2. 
to place (something) in a category: Whom would you in- 
chide in your list? —in-cluesion (in  kloo/zhan) 
An'kluw3an/ n. [noncount) 

ineclud-ed (in kld0/did) /in'kluwdid/ adj. (after a noun) 


including to incorrect 


being part of the whole; including: The terrorists wanted 
everyone as hostages, children inchided. 

in-clud-ing (in kloo’ding) /in'kluwdin/ prep. having as 
part of a whole; containing: The terrorists wanted every- 
one as hostages, including the children. 

inecluesive (in kloo/siv) /in'kluwsiv/ adj. 1. [after a 
noun] including the limit or extremes of (usually two 
numbers): from 6 to 37 inclusive (= inchiding 6 and 37). 
2. including everything: an inclusive fee. —Idiom. 3. 
inclusive of, [after a noun] including: the plan involving 
Europe inclusive of Britain. —in-clu/sive-ly, adv. —in» 
clu’sive-ness, n. [rroncount] 

in-cog-ni-to (in’kog né/td, in kog/ni td’) /,inkng'niytow, 
in'kngni,tow/ adj., adv. with one’s identity hidden or un- 
known: The former president was incognito on the air- 
plane. He was traveling incognito. See -GNOS-. 

ineco-her-ence (in’ko hér/ans, -her/-) /inkow'htorons, 
-'her-/ n. [noncount) the state or condition of being inco- 
herent: a speech full of incoherence. See -HERE-. 

inscosher-ent (in/kō hérfant, -her/-) /,inkow'hioront, 
-'her-/ adj. lacking logical connections; disorganized: a 
lot of incoherent thoughts. —in’co-her/ent-ly, adv. See 
-HERE-. 

ine-com-buseti-ble (in’kam bus/ta bal) /,inkom'bastobol/ 
adj. not combustible; incapable of being burned. 

inecome (in’kum) /'inkam/ n. payment for goods or for 
services, or from rents or investments: [count]: an annual 
income of $25,000. [noncomnt]: low income. 

in’come tax’, n. a tax on the incomes of individuals 
and corporations: [noncount): How much incorne tax did 
you pay? (count): How much did you pay in state and 
federal income taxes last year? 

inscomeing (in’kum/ing) /'in,kamıg/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. coming in; arriving: the incoming tide. 2. newly ar- 
rived: incoming mail. 3. about to take office: the incom- 
ing mayor. 

inscomemen-su-rate (in/kə men/ser it, -shər-) 
/anka'mensorit, -for-/ adj. not enough; inadequate; in- 
come incommensurate with needs. —in’/com-men/su- 
rate-ly, adv. 

inecom-mueni-ca-do (in’ke mydo/ni ka/do) 
/inko,myuwnt'kadow/ adj., adv. without means of com- 
municating with others: was incommunicado for days; 
held him incominunicado. 

inecom-pa-ra-ble (in kom/par ə bəl, -prə bal) 
/in'kpmporaboal, -prabol/ adj. 1. fine beyond comparison: 
incomparable beauty. 2. not fit for comparison: The two 
jobs are really incomparable. See -PAR-. 

in-com-pateieble (in/kəm pata bal) /,inkom'pxtabol/ 
adj. 1. unable to exist together in harmony: incompatible 
roommates. 2. clashing; discordant: incornpatible colors. 
3. unable to be used with another: That computer is in- 
compatible with mine. —n. [count] 4. Usually, 
incompatibles. [p/ura/] an incompatible person or thing. 
—in-com-patiebiliety (in/kəm pat’a bili tē) /,ink- 
əm, pto'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt): Computer manufacturers 
should solve the problem of incompatibility between Sys- 
tems. —in’/com-pat/i-bly, adv. See -PAT-. 
in-com-pet-ence (in kom/pi tons) /in'komprtons/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the quality or condition of being incompe- 
tent: transferred because of his incompetence. 2. the 
condition of being unable to act with legal effectiveness: 
incompetence to stand trial. See -PET-. 

ine-com-pe-tent (in kom/pi tant) /in'kompitant/ adj. 1. 
lacking qualification or ability; incapable: incompetent to 
do that work. 2. not legally qualified: incompetent to 
stand trial. —n. [connt] 3. an incompetent person, as 
one who is mentally deficient. —in-com/pe-tent-ly, adv. 
: For years the company was incompetently managed. 
See -PET-. 

ine-com-plete (in’kam plét’) /,inkom'pliyt/ adj. lacking 
some part; not complete. —in’com-plete/ly, adv. —in’- 
com:plete/ness, n. [norcoimnt) 
inecom-pre-hen-si-ble (in’kom pri hen/sə bəl, in- 
kom/-) /,inkompri'hensabol, in,kom-/ adj. impossible to 
comprehend or understand. —in-com-pre-hen-si-bil-i-ty 
(in’kom pri hen’sə bili tē) /inkompri,henso'bulitiy/ n. 
{noncount): the inconiprehensibility of the universe. 

in’com-pre-hen/si-bly, adv. Sce -PREHEND-. 

in-con-ceiv-aeble (in/kən sē/və bal) /,inkan'siyvabol/ 
adj. 1. that cannot be imagined: inconceivable distances. 
[it + be + ~ + that clause): It's inconceivable that we'll 
travel to distant galaxies. 2. incredible: inconceivable 
blunders. [it + be + ~ + that clause): It's inconceivable 
that these things should happen. —in/con-ceiv/abely, 
adv. 


inecon-clu-sive (in/kən kld0/siv) /,inkan'kluwsiv/ adj. 
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not proving something beyond doubt: The results of the 
tests were inconclusive. —in/con-clu/sive-ly, adv. —in’- 
con-clu/sive-ness, n. [noncount) 

in-con-gru-ous (in kong/gréo as) /in'kongruwos/ adj. 1. 
out of place; inappropriate. 2. not harmonious in charac- 
ter. 3. inconsistent: an incongruous alibi. —in-con-gru- 
iety (in/kən groo/i tē) /inkon'gruwitiy/ n. (noncount): the 
incongruity of meeting my neighbor on Mt Kilimanjaro. 
[count]: incongruities among the students. —in-con/’gru: 
ousely, adv. 

inecon-se-quen-tial (in’kon si kwen/shal, in kon’-) /an- 
konsi'kwenfol, in,kon-/ adj. having little importance; un- 
important: inconsequential gossip. —in/con-se-quen’- 
tially, adv. See -SEQ-. 

inecon-sid-ereaeble (in/kən sid’ar ə bal) /ınk- 
ən'sıdərəbəl/ adj. small, as in value, or size: inconsidera- 
ble resources. 

in-con-sid-er-ate (in’kan sid/ar it) /,inkon'sidorit/ adj. 
lacking proper feeling for others; thoughtless: inconsider- 
ate of her husband not to phone ahead. —in/conesid/er- 
ate-ly, adv. —in’con-sid/er-ate-ness, in-con-sid-er-a- 
tion (in/kən sid’a ra’shan) /,inkan,sida'reyfon/ n. Inon- 
count) 

in-con-sist-ent (in’kan sis/tant) /,inkan'sistont/ adj. 1. 
not consistent: an inconsistent argument. 2. not keeping 
to the same principles, course, etc.: an inconsistent hit- 
ter. —in/conssist/ent-ly, adv. See -SIST-. 

inecon-soleaeble (in’kan sd/la bal) /,inkon'sowlabal/ adj. 
not consolable; very sad: She was inconsolable after his 
death. See -SOLA-. 

inscon-spic-u-ous (in/kən spik/yōo əs) /,Ink- 
on'spikyuwas/ adj. not easily seen or noticed: an incon- 
spicuous little spy. —in/con-spic/u-ous-ly, adv.: hov- 
ered inconspicuously in the background. —in/con-spic/- 
u-ouseness, n. [noncornt] 

in-con-stant (in kon/stant) /in'konstont/ adj. not con- 


stant; changeable: an inconstant breeze. —in-con/- 
stan-cy, n. [noncount] —in-con/stant-ly, adv. See 
-STAN-. 


in-con-test-a-ble (in/kən tes’ta bəl) /inkon'testabol/ 
adj. not open to argument. —in-con-test-a-bil-i-ty (in/- 
kən tes’ta bili tē) /nkon,testo'bilitiy/ n. Cnoncount) 
—in/con-test/a-bly, adv. See -TEST-. 

in-con-tienent (in kon’tn ənt) /in'kontnont/ adj. lacking 
self-control, esp. in the discharge of urine or feces. —in- 
con’tienence, n. [noncoint] See -TEN-. 

inecon-tro-vert-isble (in’kon tra vdr/ta bal, in kon’-) 
/ankontra'vartabol, in,kon-/ adj. that cannot be argued, 
indisputable: incontrovertible evidence of guilt. See 
-VERT-. 

inecon-ven-ience (in’/kan vén/yans) /,inkon'viynyons/ 
n., v, -ienced, -ienc-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the quality 
or state of being inconvenient: put him through a lot of 
inconvenience to get to the airport. 2. [count] an incon- 
venient circumstance or thing: a real inconvenience to 
live there without a car. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make things 
inconvenient for (someone): Sorry to inconvenience you, 
but can you take care of this problern? See -VvEN-. 

inecon-ven-ient (in’kan vén/yant) /,inkon'viynyont/ adj. 
1. not easily reachable or close at hand: The computer 
was at an inconvenient angle on the table. 2. not at a 
time that suits one: The firneral was at an inconvenient 
time. 3. not suiting one’s needs or purposes: Being with- 
out a car was inconvenient. [it + be + ~ (+ for + obj) 
+ to + verb]: It was inconvenient for me to be without a 
car. —in/con-ven/ient-ly, adv. See -VEN-. 

in-corsporrate (in kOr/po rat’) / in'korpa,reyt/ v. 
-rat-ed, -rat-ing. 1. to form (into) a corporation: [no 
obj]: The business incorporated and called itself Handel- 
mans, Inc. [~ + obj]: He decided to incorporate his 
business. 2. [~ + obj + into + obj] to introduce (some- 
thing) as a basic part: Use the word processor to incorpo- 
rate any revisions into your text. 3. [~ + obj] to include 
as a part: His book incorporates his earlier essay. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to make or gather into something real; to em- 
body: This essay incorporates all her thinking on the sub- 
ject. —in-cor’/po-ra/tion, n. [noncount): the incorpora- 
tion of those states into one country. See -CORP-. 

in-cor-po-rat-ed (in kôr/pə ra/tid) /in'korpa,reytid/ adj. 
formed into a legal corporation: an incorporated busi- 
ness. [after a noun]: usually part of the name of the cor- 
poration, in abbreviated form: Whitehall Industries, Inc. 
See -CORP-. 

in-cor-po-re-al (in/kôr pOr/é al, -pdr’-) /,mnkor'poriyal, 
-'powr-/ adj. not corporeal; not material: incorporeal 
ghosts. See -corP-. 

inecor-rect (in’ko rekt’) /,inko'rekt/ adj. 1. not correct 
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as to fact; inaccurate: an incorrect answer on a test. 2. 
improper; inappropriate: incorrect attire at the wedding. 
3. not correct in form, use, or manner: incorrect English. 
—in/cor-rect/ly, adv. See -RECT-. 
in-coreri-gieble (in kôr/i ja bal, -kor/-) /in'korid3aboal, 
-'kor-/ adj. 1. impossible to reform: an incorrigible Har. 
2. unruly; uncontrollable: an incorrigible child. 3. firmly 
fixed; not easily changed: an incorrigible optimist. —ine 
coreri-gi-bil-i-tty (in kor/i jə bii tē, -kor/-) 
/in,koridga'brlitiy, -,kor-/ n. Enoncount] —in-cor/ri-gi« 
bly, adv. 
in-cor-rupt-i-ble (in’ka rup/ta bal) /inka'raptabal/ adj. 
1. not corruptible; honest: an incorruptible customs offi- 
cial. 2. that will not decay. —in-cor-rupt-i-bil-iety (in/kə- 
rup/tə bii tē) /inka,rapta'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt] See 
-RUPT-. 
inecrease (v. in krés’; n. in’krés) / v. tn'kriys; m. 'in- 
kriys/ v., -creased, -creas-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) 
become greater: [no obj): Her knowledge increased daily. 
[~ + obj): went to schoot to increase his knowledge of 
business. —n. 2. (noncount) growth in size, strength, or 
quality: The economy is on the increase. 3. [count] an 
amount by which something is increased: an increase of 
12%. 
in-creased (in’krést, in krést’) /‘tnkriyst, tn'kriyst/ adj. 
[before a noun] having grown in size or strength: ir- 
creased use of handguns in violent crimes. 
in-creas-ing (in kré/sing) /in'kriysin/ adj. [often: before 
a noun) growing larger or greater: the increasing use of 
computers in the schools. —inecreas/ingsly, adv.: in- 
creasingly easy to purchase handguns. 
in-cred-i-ble (in kred’a bal) /in'kredabal/ adj. impossi- 
ble or hard to believe: We got there with incredible 
speed. [it + be + ~ + that clause]: It is incredible that 
we won the championship. —in-cred-i-bileisty (in kred/- 
ə bii tē) /injkreda'bilitiy/ n. [nmoncount]) —in-cred/i- 
bly, adv.: incredibly huge. See -CRED-. 
inscred-u-lous (in krej/a las) /in'kred3alas/ adj. 1. un- 
believing; skeptical: He's incredulous about the claims of 
budget cuts. 2. indicating or showing one’s disbelief: 
gave me an incredulous look when | accused her of 
stealing. —inecre-dusliety (in kri doo/li tē, -dydo/-) /In- 
kri'duwlitiy, -‘'dyuw- / n. Lnoncount]) —in-cred/u-lous- 
ly, adv. See -CRED-. 
inecreement (in’kra meant, ing’-) /‘inkramont, '1n-/ n. 
[count] 1. something added or gained. 2. an amount by 
which something increases: salary increments of $1,000 
a month. 3. one of a series of regular additions: deposits 
in increments of $500. —in-cre-menstal (in’kra men/tl, 
ing’-) /,inkra'ment], 1n-/ adj.: There were small, incre- 
mental changes in that stock. 
inecrimeienate (in krinə nat’) /in'krima,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nat-ed, -nateing. to accuse (someone) of a crime: 
The testimony of the defendant incriminated the others. 
—in-crim/ienat/ing, adj.: incriminating evidence. —ine 
crim-ienaetion (in krim/e na/shan) /in,krima'neyfan/ n. 


[noncount] —in-crimeiena-toery (in krim’%a nə tôr/ē, 
-tōr/ē) /in'krimana,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 
inecuebate (in’kya bat’, ing’-) /‘inkya,beyt, 'ıņ-/ v. 


-bat-ed, -bat-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to sit on (eggs) for hatch- 
ing: The bird incubated its eggs. 2. to (cause eggs to) 
hatch, as by artificial heat: [~ + obj): incubated the eggs 
by warming them. (no obj]: The eggs were incubating in 
that warm environment. 3. [~ + obf) to keep in a favor- 
able condition to promote development, as for prema- 
turely born infants. —in-ecuebastion (in’kya bā/shən, 
ing/-) /inkya'beyfan, ,t9-/ n. [noncount): That disease 
has a long incubation period. 

inecueba-tor (in/kyə bā’tər, ing’-) /‘inkya,beytor, 'ig-/ n. 
[count] 1. an apparatus for incubation. 2. an apparatus 
in which prematurely born infants are cared for. 

ineculecate (in kul/kat, in/kul kat’) /in'kalkeyt, 'ink- 
al,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to fix in the 
mind by repeated statements: to inculcate virtue in the 
young. —inecul-castion (in/kul kā/shən) /,inkal'keyfan/ 
n. (noncount) 

inecul-paeble (in kul/pa bəl) /in'kalpabal/ adj. not cul- 
pable; blameless; without fault. See -CULP-. 

in-cul-pate (in kul/pat, in’kul pat) /in'kalpeyt, 'inkal- 
peyt/ v. [~ + obj], -pat-ed, -pat-ing. to incriminate. See 
-CULP-. 

inecum-ben-cy (in kunybən sé) /in'kamboansty/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] the quality or state of being incum- 
bent: the power of incumbency. 2. [count] the position 
or term of an incumbent: an incumbency of one term. 

inecum-bent (in kum/bant) /in'kambont/ adj. 1. cur- 
rently holding an office: the incumbent president. 2. [be 


incorrigible to indent 


+ ~ + upon/on) obligatory: a duty that was incumbent 
upon me. —n. [count] 3. the holder of an office: incum- 
bents have advantages at election time. —inecum/- 
bent-ly, adv. 

inecur (in kar’) /in'k3r/ v. [~ + obj], -curred, -cur-ring. 
1. to become liable for: to incur debts. 2. to bring upon 
oneself: incurred her displeasure. See -cur-. 

in-cursa-ble (in kydor’a bal) /in'kyorabal/ adj. 1. not 
curable: an incurable disease. 2. not likely or easily able 
to change: incurable pessimism. —inecur’asbly, adv.: 
incurably optimistic. See -curRa-. 

in-curri-ous (in kydor7é as) /in'kyoriyas/ adj. not curi- 
ous; indifferent: gave an incurious glance my way. 

inecuresion (in Ktr/zhan, -shan) /tn'karzon, -fon/ n. 
[count] a hostile invasion of another's territory; a raid: 
enemy incursions during the night. See -cur-. 

Ind., an abbreviation of: Indiana. 

ind., an abbreviation of: 1. independent. 2. index. 3. in- 
dustry. 

inedebt-ed (in det/id) /in'detid/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + to] 
obligated to repay money; in debt: is indebted to the 
amount of several thousand dollars. 2. grateful for 
favors, kindness, or help: feels indebted to his professor 
of linguistics. 

inede-cen-cy (in dé/san sé) /in'diysansiy/ n., pl. -cies. 
1. [noncount) the quality or condition of being indecent: 
indecency in the movies. 2. [count] an indecent act: ac- 
cused Of all sorts of indecencies. See -DECE-. 

in-de-cent (in dé/sant) /in'diysont/ adj. 1. not decent; 
offending standards of what is right or proper, esp. in 
matters dealing with sex: indecent language. 2. lacking 
common decency; in bad taste: After the funeral he tried 
with indecent haste to get the inheritance money. —in- 
de/cent-ly, adv.: indecently exposed. See -DECE-. 

inede-ci-pher-aeble (in/di si/fer ə bal) /,tndi'sayfarabal/ 
adj. that cannot be deciphered: indecipherable handwrit- 
ing. 

inede-ciesion (in/di sizh’an) /,indi'st3zan/ n. [noncount] 
lack of ability to decide: Because of his indecision we 
missed our big chance. See -cise-. 

inede-ci-sive (in/di si/siv) /,indi'saysiv/ adj. 1. charac- 
terized by indecision: indecisive about what to do next. 
2. not clear as to outcome; inconclusive: an indecisive 
battle. —in/de-ci/sive-ly, adv. —in/de-ci/sive-ness, 11. 
(noncount) See -cisE-. 

inedeed (in déd’) /in'diyd/ adv. 1. This word is used to 
express emphasis about something, and to mean “in 
fact; in truth:” /¢ did indeed rain. —interj. 2. This word is 
used to express surprise or scorn about something: 
That’s a fine excuse indeed. 

in-de-fat-i-ga-ble (in’di fati ga bal) /,ndi'fetigabal/ 
adj. incapable of being tired out: an indefatigable worker. 
—in/de-fat/i-ga-bly, adv.: worked indefatigably. 

in-de-fen-sieble (in/di fen’sa bal) /,indi'fensabal/ adj. 1. 
not justifiable: indefensible treatment. 2. incapable of 
being defended: We are in an indefensible position, un- 
less we can call in air strikes. —in/de-fen/si-bly, adv. 
See -FEND-. 

inedeefinea-ble (in/di fi7na bal) /,rndi'faynabal/ adj. not 
easily identified: had some indefinable quality. See -Fin-. 

in-def-ienite (in defə nit) /in'defanit/ adj. 1. having no 
fixed or specified limit: an indefinite mumber. 2. not 
clearly defined: an indefinite boundary between the two 
countries. 3. not firmly decided; vague: was indefinite 
about joining us for hinch. —in-def/ieniterly, adv. See 
-FIN-. 

indef/inite ar/ticle, n. [count] an article, as English a 
or an, that does not particularize the noun modified. 

in-del-i-ble (in dela bal) /in'delabal/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] making marks that cannot be removed: indelible 
pens. 2. not removable: indelible stains. 3. memorable; 
unforgettable: indelible memories. —in-edel/i-bly, adv. 

in-del-i-cate (in del/i kit) /in'delikit/ adj. rather offen- 
sive; rude: indelicate language. —in-del-isca-cy (in deli- 
kə sé) /in'delikasiy/ n. (noncount): showing his indelicacy 
by telling a dirty joke at the table. [count]: his many in- 
delicacies in pubhc. —in-del/i-catesly, adv. 

inedemeni-fy (in dem/nə fi^) /intdemna,fay/ v. [~ + 
obj), -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to compensate for loss sustained, 
etc. 2. to protect against possible loss. —in-demeniefi- 
cation (in dem/nea fi kā/shən) /in,demnofi'keyfan/ n. 
(noncount] 

inedemeniety (in denni tē) /in'demnitiy/ n., ph -ties. 1. 
(noncount] security against damage or loss. 2. [count] 
money as payment for loss sustained. 

inedent (in dent’) /in'dent/ v. to set in from the margin: 


indentation to indiscreet 


[~ + obj): Indent the first line of a paragraph. [no obj]: 
You forgot to indent. See -DENT-. 

ineden-ta-tion (in’/den ta’shan) /nden'teyfon/ n. 
[count] 1. a recess on the surface of something: smalt 
indentations where a mouse had chewed the diskette. 2. 
a series of notches: the indentation of a maple leaf. 3. 
the space from the margin to where writing begins; 
amount that has been indented. See -DENT-. 

insde-pend-ence (in’/di pen’dans) /,indi'pendons/ n. 
[noncount] the quality, state, or condition of being inde- 
pendent; freedom; liberty. See -PEND-. 

inede-pend-ent (in/di pen/dant) /indi'pendont/ adj. 1. 
not ruled by another country; self-governing: That coun- 
try is independent. 2. not influenced or controlled by 
others: an independent inquiry. 3. not depending or con- 
tingent upon something else: Those budget changes are 
independent of anything the financial division might put 
forward. 4. not relying on another for aid or support. 5. 
refusing to be under obligation to others. 6. [before a 
noun) sufficient to support one without the need to work: 
an independent income. 7. not belonging to a political 
party: independent voters. 8. capable of standing as a 
complete sentence: an independent clause. Compare DE- 
PENDENT (def. 3), MAIN (def. 2). —n. [count] 9. an inde- 
pendent person or thing. 10. a small, privately owned 
business: The independents were in an economic war 
with the multinational oil companies. 11. (sometimes: 
Independent] a person who does not belong to a particu- 
lar political party. —Idiom. 12. independent of, [be + 
~ irrespective of; regardless of: That finding was inde- 
pendent of anyone else's study. —in/de-pend/ent-ly, 
adv.: worked independently. See -PEND-. 

in/-depth/’, adj. intensive; thorough: an in-depth study. 

inede-scrib-a-ble (in/di skri/ba bal) /,1ndi'skraybabol/ 
adj. not describable: a scene of indescribable confusion. 
—in/de-scrib/a-bly, adv.: indescribably delicious. See 
-SCRIB-. 

in-de-struct-ieble (in/di struk/ta bal) /,indi'straktobol/ 
adj. that cannot be destroyed; not destructible. —in-de- 


struct-i-bil-i-ty (in/di struk/ta bil/i tē) 
/indi,strakto'bilitiy/ in/de-struct/i-ble-ness, n. [non- 
count) —in/de-struct/i-bly, adv. See -STRU-. 
in-de-ter-mi-na-ble (in/di tûr/mə ne bal) 


/andi'tarmonabol/ adj. that cannot be determined: The 
distance to the ship was indeterminable. 

inede-ter-mi-nate (in/di tûůr/mə nit) /,indi'tsrmonit/ adj. 
1. not precisely fixed or determined: an indeterminate 
shape in the distance. 2. not settled in advance: The act- 
ing principal will serve for an indeterminate time. —ine 
de-ter-mi-na-cy (in/di tûr/mə na sé) /,indi'tsrmanoasiy/ 
n. Inoncount] —in-de-ter-mi-nate-ly, adv. —in/de-ter/- 
mi-nate-ness, n. (noncount] —inede-ter-mi-na-tion (in/- 
di tûr/mə nā/shən) /,indi,tarma'neyfan/ n. C(nonconnt) 
See -TERM-. 

inedex (in’deks) /‘indeks/ n., pl. -dex-es, -dices (-da- 
sēz/) /-da,siyz/ v. —n. [count] 1. (in a printed work) an al- 
phabetical listing of names and topics with the numbers 
of the pages on which they are discussed: An index is 
usually at the back of a book. 2. an ordered arrange- 
ment of material, as in a library: Look in the index to ai- 
thors in the card catalog. 3. something used to point 
out; an indication: a true index of his character. 4. a 
number or formula expressing a property or ratio: an in- 
dex of growth. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to provide with an index: 
The book is fully indexed. 6. to enter in an index: That 
item is indexed on page 445. 7. to adjust, as wages: Sal- 
aries were indexed to inflation. —in/dex-er, n. lcount] 

in’dex fin’ger, 1. FOREFINGER. 

In/’dia ink’ (in’dé ə) /‘indiys/ n. [noncount]; [some- 
times: india ink] a black ink made of lampblack and 
glue. 

Inediean (in’dé an) /‘indiyan/ n. 1. [count] Also called 
Native American. a member of any of the original peo- 
ples of North and South America. 2. [count] a person 
born or living in India. —adj. 3. of or relating to Ameri- 
can Indians, or to any of the languages spoken by them. 
4. of or relating to India. 

In/’dian corn’, s. [{roricourt) 1. corn' (def. 1). 2. 
corn with kernels of different colors. 

In/dian sum/mer, n. a period of mild, dry weather oc- 
curring in mid or late autumn: [Noncount): a bit of Indian 
sumuner for the next few days. (Count): an Indian sum- 
mer that wernt quickly. 

inediecate (in’di kat’) /‘indi,keyt/ v., -cateed, -cat-ing. 
1. to be a sign of; show: [~ + obj]: Snow indicates win- 
ter. [~ + (that) clause]: The patient's pate skin indicates 
that he may heave anemia, 2. to point out or point to: [~ 


any 


382 


+ obj): to indicate a place on a map. [S" se a) 
clause]: used his finger to indicate that the pain was in 
his chest. 3. to express: [~ + obj): indicated his disap- 
proval. [~ + (that) clause]: | indicated that | would go on 
with my talk. 

inedi-ca-tion (in/di kā/shən) /,indi'keyfon/ n. something 
serving to indicate: [count ]: some indications this morn- 
ing that it would rain. [noncount]: no indication that 
things would be this bad. 

in-diceastive (in dik’a tiv) /in'dikativ/ adj. 1. [be + ~/( 
+ of] pointing out; expressing; suggestive: Her behavior 
was indicative of a mental disorder. 2. of or naming the 
grammatical mood used for ordinary statements and 
questions, as the mood of the verb plays in She plays 
tennis. Compare IMPERATIVE (def. 3), SUBJUNCTIVE (def. 1). 
=n. (count; usually singular; usually: the + ~] 3. the in- 
dicative mood: a verb in this form: The verb was is in the 
indicative in the sentence: He was at home. —in-dic/a- 
tivesly, adv. 

inedi-cartor (in’di ka/’tar) /‘indi,keytor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that indicates. 2. a pointing device, as a 
needle on the dial of a measuring instrument: The indi- 
cator showed 120 iniles an hour. 3. a light on a car that 
flashes to show which way the car will turn. 

in-dict (in dit”) /in'dayt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to charge with a 
crime: indicted him for rape. 2. to accuse of wrongdoing, 
etc.: indicted the administration as being unsympathetic 
to the needs of the cities. —in-dict/a-ble, adj. See 
-DICT-. 

inedictement (in dit/mant) /in'daytmont/ n. 1. a formal 
charge of a crime: [count]: The judge handed down an 
indictment. (noncount): The criminal is now under indict- 
ment. 2. [count] a statement or sign that something is 
wrong, etc.: The fact that so many children stilt can't read 
is a serious indictment. See -DICT-. 

inedif-fereence (in diffar ans) /in'difarans/ n. [non- 
count) 1. lack of interest or concern: shocked by the in- 
difference shown toward the poor. 2. unimportance: a 
matter of indifference to me. See -FER-. 

in-dif-fereent (in difər ant, -diffrant) /in'difsront, 
-‘difrant/ adj. 1. without interest or concern: once inter- 
ested in the troinbone, but now seems indifferent. 2. not 
particularly good: an indifferent performance. —in-dif/- 
fer-ent-ly, adv. See -FER-. 

in-dig-e-nous (in dijfa nas) /in'did3anos/ adj. coming 
from a particular region or country; native: the indige- 
nous peoples of southern Africa. [be + ~ + to]: plants 
that are indigenous to Canada. 

inediegent (in/di jant) /indid3zont/ adj. 1. needy; poor; 
impoverished. —n. the indigent [p/ural; used with a 
plural verb] 2. people who are indigent: a desire to do 
something for the indigent. —in/di-gentely, adv. 

in-di-gestei-ble (in/di jes’ta bal, -di-) /,indi'd3estabol, 
-day-/ adj. not digestible; not easily digested. 

inedi-ges-tion (in’di jes’chan, -di-) /,indi'd3estJon, 
-day-/ n. [noncount] a feeling of discomfort after eating, 
as of heartburn or nausea, due to inadequate digestion. 

in-edigenant (in dig’nant) /in'dignont/ adj. feeling, char- 
acterized by, or showing indignation: gave me an indig- 
nant look, —in-dig/nantely, adv. 

in-dig-na-tion (in/dig nā/shən) /indig'neyfon/ n. [non- 
count] strong displeasure at something unjust or offen- 
sive: righteous indignation. 

inedigeniety (in dig/ni tē) /in'dignitiy/ n, ph -ties. 1. 
[noncount) an injury to a person’s dignity: the indignity of 
a Strip search. 2. [count] an example of such injury or in- 
sult: to suffer many indignities as a hostage. 

in-diego (in/di gd’) /‘indi,gow/ n. [noncount] 1. a blue 
dye obtained from various plants. 2. a deep violet blue 
color. —adj. 3. of the color indigo. 

in-di-rect (in’/da rekt’, -di-) /,inda'rekt, -day-/ adj. 1. not 
following a straight line: an indirect route. 2. not in- 
tended; incidental: an indirect outcome. 3. not direct in 
action or procedure; roundabout: The politician's indirect 
answers were frustrating. 4. not direct in bearing, force, 
etc.: indirect evidence. —in/dierect/ly, adv. —in/di- 
rect/ness, n. [noncount] See -RECT-. 

in’direct ob/ject, n. [count] a word or group of words 
representing the person or thing to which or for which 
the action of a verb is performed: /n the sentence She 
gave the boy the book, the nonn the boy is the indirect 
object. 

in’direct tax’, n. [count] a tax on something that is 
paid by the consumer as part of the market price. 

in-dis-creet (in/di skrét’) /,indi'skriyt/ adj. not discreet; 
lacking prudence or good judgment: overheard your in- 
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discreet remark about lier. —in/dis-creet/ly, adv. See 
-CERN-. 

in-dis-cre-tion (in/di skresh’an) /,ndi'skrefon/ m. 1. 
(noncomnt) lack of discretion; bad judgment: indiscretion 
in dealing witli people. 2. [coint) an indiscreet act, re- 
mark, etc.: his indiscretions witli prostitutes. See -cERN-. 

in-dis-crimeienate (in/di skrim/a nit) /,indi'skrimoanit/ 
adj. not discriminating; lacking in care or judgment: tlie 
indiscriminate slaughter of innocent people. —in/dis- 
crim/i-nate-ly, adv.: The terrorists shot everyone indis- 
criminately. See -CERN-. 

in-dis-pen-sa-ble (in’di spen’sa bal) /,1ndi’spensabal/ 
adj. necessary or essential: A coriputer is indispensable 
to many writers. —in-dis-pen-sa-bil-iety (in/di spen/səa- 
bili tē) /,indi,spenso'bilitiy/ n. [(noncount) —in/dis-pen/- 
Sarbly, adv. See -PEND-. 

in-dis-posed (in/di spdzd/) /,1ndi'spowzd/ adj. [be + ~ 
1. sick or ill, esp. slightly: He's indisposed arid won't be 
at the meeting. 2. [~ + to + verb] not inclined (to do 
something); unwilling: indisposed to helping. —in-dis- 
po-si-tion (in/dis pa zish’an) /,indispa'zifan/ n. luon- 
count) See -Pos-. 

in-dis-put-a-ble (in/di spydd’ta bəl, in dis/pyə-) 
/indt'spyuwtabal, tn'dispya-/ adj. that cannot be denied: 
indisputable evidence. [it + be + ~ + that clairse): It is 
indisputable that he is the guilty man. —in/dis-put/a- 
bly, adv. See -PUTE-. 

in-dis-sol-ueble (in/di sol/ya bal) /ndi'snlyabal/ adj. 
not dissoluble; that cannot be dissolved: indissolirble 
links between Canada atid tlie United States. See -sotv-. 

in-dis-tinct (in/di stingkt’) /,indi'stinkt/ adj. 1. not dis- 
tinct: indistinct markings. 2. not clearly distinguishable: 
an indistinct shape. —in/dis-tinct/ly, adv. See -sTin-. 

in-di-vid-ural (in/də vij/d0 al) /,inda'vidzuwal/ n. [count] 
1. a single human being, as distinguished from a group: 
the freedom of each individual. 2. a person: Several uni- 
dentified individuals approached the speaker. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. single; particular; separate: each individ- 
ual child. 4. intended for the use of one person only: 
individual portions. $. of or characteristic of a particular 
person or thing: individual tastes. —in/di-vid/uealely, 
adv.: individually wrapped pieces of chocolate. 
in-di-vid-u-al-ism (in’da vij/00 ə liz/am) 
/indo'vid3zuwa,lizam/ n. [noncount] 1. a social theory 
calling for the liberty of the individual. 2. the principle or 
habit of independent thought or action. —in/di-vid/u-al- 
ist, n. [cont] —in/di-vid/u-al-is/tic, adj. 
in-di-vid-ucal-i-ty (in’da vij/06 ali tē) 
/inda,vid3zuw'elitiy/ n. [nonconnt] the uniqueness that 
makes one person or thing different from others. 
in-di-vid-u-al-ize (in’da vij/d0 ə liz’) 
/inda'vid3uwa,layz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to make 
(something) individual: individualized his greeting cards 
with a personal message in each one. —in-di-vid-ucal-i- 
za-tion (in’/da vij/00 3 la za/shan) 
/inda,vid3zuwala'zeyfan/ n. Lnoncoint) 

in-di-viseisble (in/də viz’a bal) /,inda'vizabal/ adj. not 
divisible: The pledge of allegiance to the flag says, “..one 
nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” —in-di+ 
vis-iebil-iety (in/də viz/a bili tē) /inda,vizo'bilitiy/ r. 
[noncount] —in/di-vis/iebly, adv. 

in-doc-trienate (in dok/tra nat’) /in'dpktrə,neyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to instruct (someone) in a 
doctrine in a way not allowing for dissent: indoctrinated 
to love their country and to hate the West. 2. to teach 
thoroughly: indoctrinated the recruits in the ways of army 
life. —in-doc-triena-tion (in dok/tra na/shan) 
/in,doktra'neyfan/ n. [noncount) See -ooc-. 

in-do-lent (indl ant) /‘indlant/ adj. lazy; slothful. —in/- 
do-lence, 1. [noncoint) 

inedomst-ta-ble (in domi tə bal) /in'dpmitabol/ adj. that 
cannot be easily overcome: an indomitable fighter. —in- 
dom/i-ta-bly, adv. See -DOMIN-. 

In-do-enessian (in/də né/zhan, -shən) /,inda'niy3on, 
-fən/ n. 1. [count] a person born or living in Indonesia. 
2. [noncount] the language spoken by many of the peo- 
ple in Indonesia. —adj. 3. of or relating to Indonesia. 4. 
of or relating to the language spoken by many of the 
people in Indonesia. 

insdoor (in/dôr/, -ddr’) /‘in,dor, -,dowr/ adj. located, 
used, or existing inside a building: indoor plumbing. 

insdoors (in dôrz/, -dōrz/) /in'dorz, -'dowrz/ adv. in oF 
into a building: Let's go indoors. 

in-du-bi-ta-ble (in doo/bi ta bal, -dyd0/-) /in'duwbitabal, 
-'dyuw-/ adj. not to be doubted; unquestionable: indibi- 
table sincerity. —in-du/bi-ta-bly, adv.: indibitably cor- 
rect. 
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in-duce (in ddos’, -dyd0s’) /in'duws, -'dyuws/ v., -duced, 
-duc-ing. 1. to move (someone) by persuasion: [~ + 
obj): The unsuccessfiil job interview iridiced a sense of 
failure in hini. [~ + obj + to + verb): See if you can in- 
duce liini to stay. 2. [~ + obj) to bring about or cause: 
Carboliydrates eaten in the late evening induce sleep. 3. 
[~ + obj) to produce (an electric current) by induction. 
—in-educ/er, ri. (comnt] See -puc-. 

ineducesment (in ddos/mant, -dyods/-) /in'duwsmoant, 
-'dyuws-/ n. 1. [count] something that induces: What ir- 
ducemiernts did they offer you? 2. [noncoint) the act of 
inducing; the state of being induced. See -puc-. 

ineduct (in dukt’) /in'dakt/ v. 1. [~ + obj + into + obj] 
to install in an office, place of honor, etc., esp. with for- 
mal ceremonies: to be inducted into baseball's Hall of 
Fame. 2. [~ + obj + intoto + obj] to introduce, esp. to 
something requiring special knowledge: They inducted 
hint into the mystic rites. 3. [~ + obj) to take (a draftee) 
into military service; draft. See -ouc-. 

ineduct-ance (in duk/tons) /in'daktons/ u. [noriconnt] 
the property of an electrical circuit by which a change in 
current causes force. 

ineduc-tee (in/duk té’, in duk-) /,indak'tiy, in dak-/ n. 
[count], pl. -tees. one who is inducted into the military: 
Will the inductees step forward? 

ineduc-tion (in duk/shan) /in'dakfan/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of inducing. 2. formal installation in an office, po- 
sition, etc.: [vornconnt): Induction will take place next 
week. [count]: Inductions normally take place during the 
spring. 3. [noncount] (in logic) a process of reasoning in 
which individual facts are used to arrive at a general 
statement or conclusion: /f you reason that Mary is dark- 
haired and Greek, arid Bob is dark-haired atid Greek, 
that therefore all Greeks are dark-haired, that is an ex- 
ample of induction. 4. [noncount] the process by which a 
body having electric or magnetic properties produces 
magnetism or an electric charge in a neighboring body 
without touching it. See -puc-. 

in-duc-tive (in duk/tiv) /in'daktiv/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to electrical or magnetic induction. 2. of, relating to, or 
employing logical induction: inductive reasoning. See 
-DUC-. 

inedulge (in dulj’) /in'dald3/ v., -dulged, -dulg-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to yield to (desires, etc.): indulged his passion for 
flying. 2. [~ + obj) to yield to the wishes of (someone): 
Her parerits indulge her too much. 3. to allow (oneself) 
to follow one’s will, wishes, or desires: [~ + oneself): 
She indulged herself in reckless spending. [~ + in): She 
indulged in some lurmior. 4. [no obj) to drink alcoholic 
liquor: He indulged too much that night. 

in-dul-gence (in dul/jans) /in'dald3ans/ n. 1. [nonconnt] 
the act or practice of indulging: Too much indulgence 
can spoil your Children. 2. [count] something indulged 
in: Rich desserts are an indulgence. 3. [nonconnt] under- 
standing; tolerance; forgiveness: Tlie pilot asked for the 
passengers’ indulgerice during the delay. 

in-dul-gent (in dul/jant) /in'daldzant/ adj. characterized 
by or showing indulgence: indigent parents. —in-dul/- 
gentely, adv. 

inedus-trieal (in dus/tré al) /in'dastriyal/ adj. [before a 
nonn) 1. of or relating to industry: industrial pollution. 2. 
having many industries; industrialized: a well-developed, 
industrial country. 3. characterized by heavy, harsh- 
sounding pounding: industrial rock music. —n. 4. 
industrials, [p/irafj stocks and bonds of industrial com- 
panies. —in-dus/tri-al-ly, adv. 

indus/trial arts’, s. [plnra the techniques of using 
tools and machinery, as taught in secondary and techni- 
cal schools. 

inedus-triealeism (in dus/tré ə liz’am) /in'dastriya,lizam/ 
n. [nonconnt] the economic system of a society in which 
industry, esp. heavy industry, plays a large role. 

inedus-trical-ist (in dus/’tré ə list) /in'dastriyolist/ r. 
[count] 1. one who owns an industrial enterprise. —adj. 
[before a nonn) 2. of or relating to industrialism. 

in-dus-tri-al-ize (in dus/tré ə liz’) /in'dastriya,layz/ v., 
-ized, -iz-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to introduce industry into (a 
country, etc.) on a large scale: industrialized the eritire 
valley. 2. [10 obj) to undergo the introduction of such in- 
dustry: The valley industrialized rapidly. —in-dus-tri-al-i- 
zastion (in dus/’tré ə li zā/shən) /in,dastriyali'zeyfan/ n. 
(noncount): Industrialization canie too fast. 

indus/trial park’, n. (corrrit) a set of industrial compa- 
nies placed in parklike surroundings in a suburban area. 
indus/trial-strength’, adj. [isually: before a nonr) 
unusually strong or effective: industrial-strengtl soap. 
in-dus-trisous (in dus/trē as) /in'dastriyas/ adj. hard- 
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working; diligent: an industrious person. —in-dus/tri 
ous-ly, adv. —in-edus/tri-ous-ness, n. [oncount] 

insdusetry (in/də stré) /‘indastriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. 
[count] the group of manufacturing businesses in a par- 
ticular field: the steet industry. 2. [count] any general 
business activity: the tourist industry. 3. [noncount) man- 
ufacture in general: Wilt industry be welcome in a farming 
connnunity? 4. (noncount) energetic activity at a task; 
diligence: working with great industry. 

-ine', suffix. -ine is attached to some roots or nouns to 
form adjectives with the meaning “of, relating to, or char- 
acteristic of: of the nature of; made of:” crystal + -ine ~ 
crystalline (= of, like, or made of crystal); equ- (= horse) 
+ -ine 7 equine (= of or relating to horses). 

-ine’, suffix. -ine is attached to some roots to form nouns 
that name chemical substances and elements: caffe- (= 
coffee) + -ine 7 caffeine (= a chemical substance found 
in coffee); chtor- + -ine ~ chiorine. 

in-e-bri-ate (v. in @/bré at’, n., adj. -it) / v. in'iybriy,cyt, 
i'niy-; n, adj. -1t/ v., -ateed, -at-ing, n., adj. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to make drunk: Drinking too much alcohol inebri- 
ated him. —n. [count] 2. an intoxicated person, esp. a 
drunkard. —adj. 3. Also, in-e/bri-at/ed. drunk; intoxi- 
cated: cornpletely inebriated. —in-e-brivastion (in €/brē- 
a/shan) /in,iybriy'eyfan/ n. Inoncount): total inebriation. 

in-ed-i-ble (in ed’a bəl) /in'edabal/ adj. not fit to be 
eaten: inedible berries. —in-ed-iebil-i-ty (in ed/a bili tē) 
/in,eda'bilitiy/ n. lnoncount] 

ineed-u-carble (in ej/60 ka bal) /in'ed3ukabol/ adj. inca- 
pable of being educated. See -puc-. 

in-ef-fa-ble (in efa bal) /in'efabal/ adj. that cannot be 
expressed in words: ineffable joy. —in-ef/fa-bly, adv. 

in-ef-fec-tive (in/i fek/tiv) /int'fektiv/ adj. 1. not effec- 
tive: an ineffective air conditioner. 2. inefficient or incom- 
petent: an ineffective manager. See -FEC-. 

in-ef-fec-tueal (in/i fek’choo al) /,ni'fektfuwal/ adj. 1. 
producing no satisfactory effect: an ineffectual remedy. 2. 
not worthwhile: ineffectual efforts. See -FEC-. 

in-ef-fiecient (in/i fish’ant) /ini'fifant/ adj. 1. not effi- 
cient: an old, inefficient heating systern. 2. lacking in 
ability; incompetent. —in/ef-fi/cien-cy, n. (count), pi. 
-cies: There are many inefficiencies in the way that office 
is run. —in/ef-fi/cient-ly, adv. See -FEC-. 

inelegant (in eVi gant) /in'eligant/ adj. lacking in 
gracefulness: inelegant writing. —in-el’e-gant-ly, adv. 

in-el-isgieble (in eli ja bal) /in'elidzabal/ adj. 1. not eli- 
gible: ineligible for citizenship. —n. (count) 2. a person 
who is ineligible. —in-el-i-gi-bileiety (in eli ja bili tē) 
/inelid3a'bilitiy/ n. Lnoncount) —in-el/iegi-bly, adv. See 
-LEC-. 

in-e-luceta-ble (in/i luk/ta bəl) /ni'laktoboal/ adj. that 
cannot be avoided; inescapable. —in/e-luc’ta-bly, adv.: 
The journalist was ineluctably drawn to solving the inur- 
der. 

in-ept (in ept’) /in'ept/ adj. 1. lacking skill or ability; in- 
competent: inept handling of the crisis. 2. inappropriate; 
unsuitable; out of place: embarrassed by an inept re- 
mark. —ineptictude (in ep/ti tood,  -tyood’) 
hn'eptituwd, -,tyuwd/ n. (noncount) —in-ept/ly, adv. 
—in-ept/ness, n. [noncount) See -APT-. 

in-e-qual-iety (in/i kwol/i tē) /ini'kwolitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. [noncount]) the condition of being unequal: As presi- 
dent, he fought against inequality. 2. [count] an instance 
of being unequal: the many inequalities women confront 
in business. 3. (count) a statement in mathematics that 
two quantities are unequal. See -EQUA-. 

ineeq-uiety (in ek/wi tē) /in'ekwitiy/ n. 1. [noncount) 
unfairness; lack of equity. 2. [count] an act or instance of 
this: the inequities of the lax system. See -EQUA-. 

in-ert (in ûrt/) /in'srt/ adj. 1. having no power of action 
(opposed to active): inert matter. 2. (of chemical sub- 
stances) having little or no ability to react in a chemical 
reaction: Nitrogen is an inert gas. 3. inactive or sluggish: 
He stood inert as we rushed toward her. —in-ert/ly, adv. 
—in-ert/ness, si. [roncount) 

in-eretia (in ûr/shə) /in'3rfa/ n. [noncount) 1. a feeling 
of inertness; sluggishness: was filled with inertia and had 
no desire to get out of bed. 2. the property of matter by 
which it keeps its state so long as it is not acted upon by 
an external force: to overcome the inertia of such a huge 
mass. —in-er/tial, adj.: inertial guidance systems. 

in-es-cap-a-ble (in’a skā/pə bal) /no'skeypabal/ adj. 
that cannot be escaped or avoided: an inescapable con- 
chision. —in/es-cap/a-bly, adv. 

in-es-tiema-ble (in es’ta mə bal) /in'estamabal/ adj. 1. 
that cannot be estimated; incalculable: inestinable harm. 
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2. too precious to be estimated; priceless: of inestimable 
value. —in-es/tiemarbly, adv. 

in-eveictaeble (in ev/i tə bal) /in'evitabal/ adj. 1. unable 
to be avoided or escaped: an inevitable conclusion. [it + 
be + ~ + that clause]: It was inevitable that we would 
lose. 2. that which always happens: smoking his usual, 
inevitable, foul-smetting cigar. —n. (count; usually singu- 
lar; the + ~] 3. something unavoidable: We must accept 
the inevitable. —in-ev-icta-bileisty (in ev/i tə bili te) 
An,evita'bilitiy/ n. (noncount): the inevitability of death. 
[count]: An inevitability of owning a foreign car is the dif- 
ficulty in getting spare parts. —in-ev/i-ta-bly, adv. 

inv-ex-eact (in’ig zakt’) /inig'zxkt/ adj. not exact: Psy- 
chology is an inexact science. —in/ex-act/ly, adv. See 
-ACT-. 

ine-ex-cussasble (in/ik skydo’ze bəl) /,inik'skyuwzabal/ 
adj. that may not be excused: inexcusable behavior. 
—in’ex-cus/a-bly, adv. 

in-ex-haust-ieble (in/ig z6s/ta bal) /inig'zostabal/ adj. 
1. not exhaustible: an inexhaustible supply of energy. 2. 
untiring; tireless: an inexhaustible runner. —itWex: 
haust/iebly, adv. 

ineex-oerasble (in ek/sar ə bal) /in'eksarabal/ adj. 1. not 
able to be changed: the inexorable future. 2. not to be 
affected by requests; merciless: The judge was inexorable 
and passed the maximum sentence. —in-ex/o-ra-bly, 
adv.: The torpedo moved inexorably toward its target. 

in-ex-pen-sive (in/ik spen/siv) /inik'spensiv/ adj. not 
expensive; not high in price. —-Syn. See CHEAP. 

in-ex-pe-ri-ence (in/ik spér’é ans) /inik'sploriyons/ n. 
[noncount] lack of experience: inexperience in dealing 
with people from different cultures. —in/ex-pe/ri-enced, 
adj.: inexperienced first-year players. 


in-ex-pert (in eks/purt, in/ik spurt?) /in'eksp3rt, 
Jnik'sp3art/ adj. not expert; unskilled. 
in-ex-pliccasble (in ekspli ka bəl, in/ik splik/ə-) 


An'eksplikəbal, ,nik'splika-/ adj. incapable of being ex- 
plained: She's always been very quiet, so her outburst is 
alt the more inexplicable. —in-ex/pli-casbly, adv.: inex- 
plicably delayed. See -PLic-. 

in-ex-press-ieble (in/ik spres’a bal) /,imik'spresabal/ 
adj. that cannot be described in words: inexpressible joy. 
See -PRESS-. 

in-ex-tineguisheasble (in/ik_ sting’gwi_ shə bəl) 
/inik'stingwifobal/ adj. not extinguishable: an inextin- 
guishable fire. 

in ex-treemis (in ik stré/mis) /in 1k'striymis/ adv. 1. in 
a very difficult situation: a company that was in extremis. 
2. near death. 

ineexetri-caeble (in ek/stri kə bəl, in/ik strik/ə-) 
An'ekstrikəbol, inik'strika-/ adj. 1. from which one can- 
not escape: an inextricable maze. 2. that cannot be un- 
tangled: an inextricable knot. 3. very complicated or in- 
tricate: The movie had an inextricable plot. —in-ex/trie 
ca-sbly, adv.: Your salary is inextricably linked to our 
budget concerns. 

inf., an abbreviation of: 1. inferior. 2. infinitive. 3. infir- 
mary. 4. information. 

in-falelieble (in fala bal) /in'felobal/ adj. 1. absolutely 
sure: an infallible rule. 2. that never fails in operating; 
certain: had an infallible remedy for the hiccups. 3. not 
fallible; free from error, as applied to persons, their judg- 
ment, or what they say: thought he was infaltible. —in+ 
fal-li-bil-iety (in fal’a bili tē) /in,feela'bilitiy/ in-fal/li-ble- 
ness, n. (noncount): They beleve in the infaltibitity of the 
Pope in faith and morals. —in-fal/liebly, adv. 

in-fasemous (in’fa mas) /‘infomas/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to infamy: infarnous for the disgraceful way he treated 
women. 2. deserving of or causing an evil reputation: an 
Infarnous deed. 

inefasmy (in/fa mē) /‘infamiy/ n., pl -mies. 1. [non- 
count] strong condemnation due to a shameful or crimi- 
nal act: That day of the sneak attack would live in infamy. 
2. (count) an infamous act or circumstance. 

insfanecy (in/fen sé) /infansiy/ n. [moncount) 1. the 
state or period of being an infant: rernernbers nothing of 
his infancy. 2. a very early stage: Space science is stilt in 
its infancy. 

inefant (in/fant) /infont/ n. (count) 1. a child during the 
earliest period of its life. —adj. (before a noun) 2. of or 
relating to infants or infancy: infant mortality rates. 3. be- 
ing in the earliest stage: a technology in its infant stages. 

in-fan-ti-cide (in fan/ta sid’) /in'fento,sayd/ n. 1. the 
act of killing an infant: (”oncount): That culture practiced 
infanticide of girls. (count): the munber of infanticides. 2. 
[count] a person who kills an infant. 

in-fanetile (in/fan til’, -til) /‘infan,tayl, -til/ adj. 1. char- 
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acteristic of or behaving like an infant: infantile temper 
tantrirms. 2. of or relating to infants or infancy: infantile 
SICKNESSES. 

in-fan-try (in/fan tré) /‘infantriy/ n., pl. -tries. soldiers 
or military units that fight on foot: [noncount]: In the in- 
fantry he was forced to forget his past training. (count): 
We have two infantries ready to imove forward. —in/fane 
try-man, n. [count], pi. -men. 

in-fat-ueated (in fach/’d6 a/tid) /in'fatfuw,cytid/ adj. 
having a foolish or excessive admiration for someone: 
completely infatuated with her. —in-fat-uea-tion (in- 
fach’66 a/shon) /in,fetfuw'eyfan/ n. (noncount]: an ex- 
treme case of infatuation. [count]: She was his latest in- 
fatiration. 

in-fect (in fekt’) /in'fekt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to affect with 
disease-producing germs: The germs had infected his 
wound. 2. to affect the morals, opinions, emotions, etc., 
of others: His courage infected the other soldiers. See 
-FEC-. 

in-fec-tion (in fek/shan) /in'fekfan/ n. 1. [noncornt] the 
state of being infected: /f yon leave that woind un- 
treated, infection will result. 2. [count] an infectious dis- 
ease: an ear infection. 

in-fec-tious (in fek/shas) /in'fekfas/ adj. 1. (of a dis- 
ease) spread by infection, as from one person to another 
or from one part of the body to another: /f you have an 
infectious disease you really should not go to work. 2. 
tending to spread quickly and to many people: infectious 
laighter. —inefec/tiousely, adv.: grinned infectioirsly. 
—in-fec’tious-ness, n. [noncount] See -FECc-. 

in-ferlic-ietous (in’fa lis/i tas) /infa'lisitas/ adj. not fit- 
ting or appropriate: an infelicitons remark about his 
weight. —in-fe-licei-tty (in/fa lis7i tē) / nfa'lisitiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties: girilty of many infelicities during the in- 
terview. [noncount]: writing that was marked by infelicity. 

in-fer (in far’) /in'far/ v., -ferred, -fer-ring. to conclude 
from evidence: [~ + obj): You can infer that fact from 
the others. [~ + that clause]: He inferred that you are 
opposed to the treaty. See -FER-. 

in-fer-ence (in/far ans, in/frans) /‘infarans, 'infrans/ n. 
1. [cont] an act or instance of inferring: Don't make 
such rash inferences from Sich small evidence. 2. [non- 
count] the process of drawing a conclusion from reason- 
ing: Deductive inference can sometimes lead to the 
wrong conclusion. —in-fer-en-tial (in/fə ren/shal) 
/infa'renfal/ adj. See -FER-. 

in-feerisor (in fēr/ē ar) /in'fiariyar/ adj. 1. low or lower 
in rank, degree, or position: felt inferior to his co- 
workers. 2. low or lower in place or position: the inferior 
regions of the earth. 3. of low grade or worse condition; 
poor in quality: That inferior product ranked well below 
the others. —n. (coint] 4. a person inferior to another or 
others, as in rank or merit: His inferiors treated him as 
badly as his superiors did. —in-ferri-or-i-ty (in fér/é ôr- 
i tē, -or/-) /in,fiariy'oritiy, -'pr-/ n. (noncount] 

in-ferenal (in fûr/nl) /in'fsrnl/ adj. 1. fiendish; diabolical: 
an infernal plot. 2. very troublesome; outrageous: an in- 
fernal nuisance. 3. of, living in, or fit for hell or the un- 
derworld. 

inefereno (in fûr/nō) /in'farnow/ n. [count], pi. -nos. a 
place that resembles hell, esp. in heat: The flaming sky- 
scraper had become a towering inferno. 

in-ferstile (in fûr/tl) /in'fsrtl/ adj. not fertile; barren: in- 
fertile soil. —in-fer-til-iety (in/far tii tē) /infar'tilitiy/ n. 
[nonconnt]: drugs to combat infertility. See -FER-. 

in-fest (in fest’) /in'fest/ v. [~ + obj) to overrun (a 
place) in a troublesome manner; cause hardship to (a 
place) by great numbers: The mice infested the farm- 
house. —in-fes-ta-tion (in/fe sta’shan) /,infe'steyfon/ n. 
(count): infestations of bees in their roof. [poncount]: the 
infestation of the roof. 

inefiedel (in/fi di, -del’) /‘infidl, -,del/ n. [count] 1. one 
who does not accept a particular religion, esp. Christian- 
ity or Islam. 2. a person who has no religious faith; an 
unbeliever. —adj. [usually: before a noun] 3. of or con- 
cerning infidels; heathen. 

in-fi-del-i-ty (in/fi deli tē) /infi'delitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] unfaithfulness to one’s partner in marriage; 
adultery: guilty of infidelity. 2. [count] an act of adultery: 
could no longer overlook his infidelities. 3. [noncount] 
disloyalty: acts of infidelity against our organization. 4. 
[count] an act of disloyalty: some business infidelities. 
See -FID-. 

in-field (in/féld’) /‘in,fiyld/ n. 1. a. [comnt] the area of a 
baseball field bounded by the base lines: an infield of ar- 
tificial turf. b. [noncount] the positions played by players 
in this area: played well in the infield. c. [count] the play- 
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ers at these positions thought of as a group (contrasted 
with outfield): one of the best infields in the league. 2. 
[cont] the area enclosed by a racetrack or running 
track. —in/field’er, n. [connt] 


in-fight-ing (in/fi/ting) /‘in,faytin/ n. [noncount] 1. 
fighting at close range. 2. fighting between people 
closely associated: political infighting. —in/fight/er, n. 
(count) 


in-fil-trate (in fil/trat, infil trat’) /in'filtreyt, ‘infil,treyt/ 
v., -trat-ed, -trat-ing. to move into (an enemy country, 
etc.) secretly to do harm: [~ + obj): Spies had infiltrated 
enemy headquarters. [no obj): They had infiltrated into 
enemy territory. —inefil-tra-tion (in/fil tra’shan) /,1n- 
fil'treyfon/ n. (noncount}: infiltration behind enemy 
tines. —in/fil-tra/tor, n. (cont): The infiltrator had pen- 
etrated the high command. 

inefienite (in/fə nit) /‘infanit/ adj. 1. great beyond meas- 
ure: infinite patience with her unruly students. 2. without 
limits; boundless: God's infinite mercy. —n. 3. [non- 
count; the + ~] something infinite: afraid of confronting 
the infinite in death. —in/fienite-ly, adv.: Retyping his 
paper was infinitely easier than learning a new word- 
processing program. See -Fin-. 

in-fin-i-tes-iemal (in/fin i tes’a mal) /,infint'tesamoal/ 
adj. so small as to be incapable of being measured: to 
an infinitesimal degree. —in/fin-i-tes/iemal-ly, adv.: re- 
duced the volirme of her headset infinitesirnally. See 
-FIN-. 

in-fineistive (in fin/i tiv) /in'finitiv/ n. [count] 1. This 
word is the name of a verb form that in many lanquages 
names the action of a verb but is separate from the verb; 
it may function as a noun, adjective, or adverb. It is often 
translated into English with the word “to” before it: The 
Spanish infinitive hablar means “to speak.” 2. This word, 
when referring to English verb forms, is used a. in some 
grammar books to mean “the root form of the verb; the 
form that follows certain modal verbs, or that comes after 
(but does not include) the word To:” We use the infinitive 
without to after words like must and should, as in “We 
must go; we should leave,” where go and leave are the 
infinitives. b. in this dictionary and in many grammar 
books, to mean “the word To, followed by the root form 
of the verb:" We can use the infinitive of the verb as the 
Subject of a sentence; the phrase to err is the infinitive 
and is the subject of the sentence “To err is human.” 
—adj. [before a noun] 3. consisting of or containing an 
infinitive: an infinitive clause. —inefineietieval (in/fi ni ti7- 
val), adj. /,infint'tayval/, adj. —Usage. In this book, the 
term RooT is used for the basic form of a verb, esp. the 
form that appears after the word to and in commands 
(compare IMPERATIVE). The term INFINITIVE iS used in this 
book for the construction made up of To and a following 
root form of a verb. Thus, the word lake is called the 
ROOT, and the construction fo take is called the INFINITIVE. 

inefineiety (in fin/i tē) /in'finitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the quality or state of being infinite. 2. [nonconnt] 
infinite space, time, distance, or amount: The new tele- 
scope gave us a glimpse into infinity. 3. [count] an infi- 
nite extent, amount, or number: an infinity of stars. 4. 
(count; usually singular] a great amount, extent, or num- 
ber: waited an infinity for her to come back. See -Fin-. 

inefirm (in farm’) /in'farm/ adj. 1. feeble or weak be- 
cause of age: The old man was too infirm to walk. —n. 
the infirm, (p/ural; used with a plural verb) 2. infirm 
people: care of the infirm. 

in-firemaery (in fûr/mə rē) /in'farmariy/ n. [comnnt], pl. 
-ries. a place for the care of the infirm, sick, or injured: 
went to the school infirmary and the nurse gave her an 
aspirin. 

inefiremisty (in fûr/mi tē) /in'farmitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] a physical weakness: the infirmities of age. 2. 
[noncount] the quality or state of being infirm: siffering 
from physical infirmity. 

ineflame (in flam/) /in'fleym/ v. [~ + obj], -flamed, 
-flam-ing. 1. to kindle or excite (people, passions, etc.): 
The speaker inflamed (the passions of) the crowd with his 
angry words. 2. to cause inflammation in: The infection 
inflamed her lungs. —in-flamed’, adj.: eyes inflamed 
from tear gas. 

ineflam-ma-ble (in flam/a bal) /in'flamabal/ adj. 1. ca- 
pable of being set on fire; combustible; flanimable: Don't 
light matches near inflarnmnable liquids. 2. easily aroused 
to passion or anger: an inflarnmable temper. —ineflam- 
ma-bil-i-ety (in lamə bili tē) /in,flama'bilitiy/ n. non- 
connt] —Usage. Note that INFLAMMABLE and FLAMMABLE 
may mean the same thing. That is because the prefix in 
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INFLAMMABLE iS IN'-, meaning “in; into;” it is not the prefix 
IN?-, meaning “not.” 

in-flam-ma-tion (in/fla ma/shon) /,inflo'meySoan/ n. 
redness, swelling, and fever in an area of the body, in re- 
action to an infection or injury: [nonconnt]: Exposure to 
chemical weapons may lead to inflamination. [count]: an 
inflammation in the liver. 

in-flam-ma-to-ry (in flam/a tore, -t6r/é) 
/in'flema,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 1. causing or arousing an- 
ger, etc.: A few inflammatory speeches and the mob was 
off, 2. of or caused by inflammation: inflanunatory reac- 
tions to the medicine. 

in-flate (in fat’) /in'fleyt/ v., -flat-ed, -flat-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) be expanded with air or gas: [~ + obj}: Did 
you inflate the tires to the proper pressure? [no obj}: 
Those balloons inflate easily. 2. [~ + obj} to puff up with 
pride, vanity, etc.: He will try to inflate your ego. 3E t 
obj} to increase too much, such as the level of prices: 
The company inflated its prices during the oil shortage. 
—in-flat/a-ble, adj.: an inflatable life raft. See -FLAT-. 

in-flated (in fla/tid) /in'fleytid/ adj. 1. expanded or filled 
with air: property inflated tires. 2. filled with pride or van- 
ity: an inflated opinion of his own importance. 3. in- 
creased too much: grossly inflated charges. 

inflation (in fa’shan) /in'fleyfan/ n. [noncount] a 
steady rise in the level of prices: During inflation money 
does not buy as mucli as it once did. —in-fla-tion-ar-y 
(in Na’%sha ner/é) /in'fleyfa,neriy/ adj.: inflationary pres- 
sures. 

inflect (in flekt’) /in'flekt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to change 
(the voice) when pronouncing: When yon inflect your 
voice in English you can miake a difference in meaning; 
there is a difference, as between “You are coming” Spo- 
ken with little change in stress or pitch, and “You are 
coming?”. 2. [~ + obj] to change the form of (a word) 
by inflection; conjugate or decline: The computer pro- 
gram can inflect that verb, producing the forms talk, 
talks, talked, and talking. 3. [no obj} to be able to un- 
dergo such a change: /n English the verb must does not 
inflect; it stays the same. See -FLECT-. 

ineflec-tion (in flek’/shan) /in'flekfan/ n. 1. [nonconnt] 
change in pitch or tone of voice: He spoke with very little 
inflection in his voice. 2. a. {noncount] the process of 
adding an affix to a base or root of a word, or otherwise 
changing the shape of a base or root to give ita different 
syntactic function without changing its form Class, as in 
forming the past tense served from serve, or in forming 
the present tense, third person singular form sings from 
sing, or in forming harder from hard. b. [court] an affix 
added in this process, as the -s in sings or the -ed in 
played. c. an inflected form of a word, as sings from 
sing. Also, esp. Brit., inflexion. —ineflec/tion-al, adj.: 
inflectional endings in English, such as -est in fastest, or 
-ing in running. Compare DERIVATION. 

in-flex-ieble (in flek’so bal) /in'fleksabal/ adj. 1. not 
flexible: rigid: an inflexible plastic rod. 2. (of people) un- 
yielding; stubborn: an inflexible determination. 3. not 
permitting variation; unalterable: inflexible rules. —ine 
flex-i-bil-iety (in flek’sa bili tē) /in,fleksa'bilitiy/ n. inon- 
count) —in-flex/i-bly, adv. 

in-flict (in Mikt’) /in'flikt/ v. [~ + obj (+ on + obj)) 1. 
to impose something to be suffered: to inflict punish- 
ment (on a wrongdoer). 2. to deliver, such as a blow: 
The hurricane inflicted severe dainage (or the crops). 
in/-flight’ or in/flight’, adj. (usually: before a nonn) 
done, served, or shown during flight in an aircraft: an in- 
flight movie. 


in-flo-res-cence (in‘lG  res/əns, -flo-, -flo-) 
/inflo'resons, -flow-, -fla-/ n. [noncount] 1. a flowering 
or blossoming. 2. flowers thought of as a group. —in/- 


flo-res’cent, adj. See -FLOR-. 

in-flueence (in/fldo ans) /'influwons/ n., v., -enced, 
-enc-ing. —r/. 1. [noncount] the power to produce ef- 
fects by indirect means: the influence of religion in poli- 
tics. 2. [count] a person or thing that exerts influence: fs 
he a good influence on her behavior? 3. [noncount) the 
power to persuade, or to obtain advantages due to one’s 
status, rank, etc.: Thanks to his micte’s influence he was 
able to get a job. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cause an effect on 
(someone); affect: The job market influenced his decision 
to relocate. 5. to persuade; to move (someone) to some 
action: Dor 't tet me influence yoi; you miake your owl 
decision. [~ + obj + to + verb): My father inflirenced 
me to accept the job. —Idiom. 6. under the influ- 
ence, Law. less than drunk but feeling the effects of alco- 
hol or drugs: arrested for driving white under the influ- 
erce. See -FLU-. 
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in-flueen-tial (in/Ndo en/shal) /,influw'enfal/ adj. of or 
relating to influence: an influential congresswoman in the 
caucus. See -FLU-. 

influenza (in/fld0 en’za) /,influw'enzo/ n. [noncount] 
a serious, easily spread disease caused by different vi- 
ruses and characterized by sneezing, coughing, fever, 
and exhaustion; the flu. See -FLu-. 

influx (in/fuks’) /‘in,flaks/ n. [count] 1. an act of flow- 
ing in; inflow. 2. the arrival of people or things, esp. in 
large numbers: an influx of tourists. See -FLU-. 

in-fo (in/fd) /'infow/ n. [noncount] Informal. information: 
Do you have any info on the new job postings? 

in-foemer-cial (in/fō mûr/shəl) /,infow'marfal/ n. 
[count] a program-length television commercial made to 
appear as a documentary or a talk show. See -MERC-. 

ineform (in fôrm/) /in'form/ v. 1. to give knowledge of a 
fact to (someone); tell: [~ + obj}: We informed them, so 
they should have come. [~ + obj + ofabout + obj}: We 
informed them of our arrival. We informed them about 
our plans. [~ + obj + (that) clause]: We informed the 
press that the president had arrived. 2. [~ + on/against 
+ obj] to give information indicating that someone has 
committed a crime, as to the police: informed on the 
other members of the gang. See -FORN-. 

ineforsmal (in for’mal) /in'formal/ adj. 1. without for- 
mality; casual: an informal visit. 2. not according to the 
official manner: informal proceedings. 3. suitable to or 
characteristic of casual speech or writing: an informal use 
of a word. —in-for/mal-ly, adv.: dressed informally for 
the party. See -FORM-. —Syn. See COLLOQUIAL. 

in-foremal-iety (in/for mali tē) /,infor'melitiy/ n, pl. 
-ties. 1. (noncount] the condition of being informal: The 
informality of the party was welcome after a day of formal 
interviews. 2. [count] an act of being informal: light- 
hearted informalities. See -FORM-. 

ineform-ant (in fôr/mənt) /tn'formont/ n. [count] a per- 
son who informs or gives information, esp. secretly; an 
informer. See -FORM-. 

in-forema-tion (in/far ma/shen) /,tnfar'meyfan/ n. [non- 
count] 1. knowledge gained through study, instruction, 
etc.: There is very little information about that culture. 2. 
knowledge given or received about a particular fact; 
news: information about the missing hostages. 3. com- 
puter data at any stage of processing, such as input, out- 
put, storage, or transmission. See -FORM-. 
in-form-a-tive (in fôr/mə tiv) /tn'formativ/ adj. giving 
information; instructive: an informative book. —in- 
form/astive-ly, adv. —in-form/a-tive-ness, n. [non- 
count] See -FORM-. 

ineform-eer (in for/mar) /in'formar/ n. [count] one who 
gives information, esp. secretly, as to the police. 
in-fo-tainement (in/f© tān/mənt) /,infow'teynmont/ n. 
[noncount] broadcasting that treats factual matter in an 
entertaining way. 

in-fra (in/frə) /'infrə/ adv. (used in writing to refer to 
parts of a text that come below the point of reading). 
Compare SUPRA. 

in-frac-tion (in frak/shən) /in'frekfon/ n. [count] a 
breaking of the rules or of the law; violation: Too many 
infractions of school rules wilt result in your dismissal. 
See -FRAC-. 

in-fra-red (in/fra red’) /infra'red/ n. [noncount] 1. elec- 
tromagnetic radiation or light that is invisible, near the 
red end of the spectrum. —adj. 2. of, relating to, or us- 
ing infrared rays: infrared radiation. Compare ULTRA- 
VIOLET. 

in-fra-struc-ture (in/fra struk/char) /‘infra,straktfar/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the framework or features of a system or 
organization: the infrastructure of the department. 2. the 
basic facilities serving a country, city, or area, such as 
transportation and communication systems: bridges and 
roads and otlier parts of the country’s infrastructure. See 
-STRU-. 

in-freequent (in frē/kwənt) /in'friykwont/ adj. 1. hap- 
pening or occurring rarely: infrequent visits. 2. not habit- 
ual or regular: an infrequent visitor. —in-fre/quen:cy, 
inefre’quence, n. [noncount] —in-fre’quent-ly, adv.: 
My grandmother coniplained that ł visited her too infre- 
quently. 

in-fringe (in frinj’) /in'frind3/ v., -fringed, -fring-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to break a rule or regulation; violate: By copy- 
ing my programs and selling thein they were infringing 
my copyright. 2. {~ + on/upon + obj) to interfere with: 
to infringe on someone's privacy. See -FRACT-. 
in-fringe-ment (in frinj/mant) /in'frind3mont/ n. [count] 
1. an act of infringing: numerous infringements against 
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the law. 2. an act of interfering with someone's rights: in- 
fringements on our right to privacy. See -FRACT-. 
inefuerisate (in fyoor’e at’) /in'fyoriy,eyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to make very angry; enrage: The child's 
Stubbornness infuriated his mother. [it + ~ + obj + 
that Clause): It infuriated us that our plane was delayed. 
—inefu/ri-at/ed, adj.: infuriated passengers. —inefu/ri+ 
at/ing, adj.: an infuriating delay. [it + be + ~ + that 
clause): It was infuriating that we had to wait. [it + be + 
~ + to + verb): It was infuriating to wait so long. —ine 
fu/rieat/ing-ly, adv.: computer manuals infuriatingly dif- 
ficult to understand. 

in-fuse (in fyooz’) /in'fyuwz/ v., -fused, -fus-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj + into + obj) to introduce, as if by pouring: to in- 
fuse new life into industry. 2. [~ + obj + with + obj) to 
inspire; fill (someone) with emotion: infused the team 
with enthusiasm. —inefuser, n. [count] See -Fus-. 

in-fuesion (in fyoo’zhan) /in'fyuw3on/ n. [count] the act 
or instance of infusing: an infusion of new ideas. 

-ing', suffix. 1. -ing is attached to verbs to form nouns 
that express the action of the verb or its result, product, 
material, etc.: build + -ing ~ building: the art of build- 
ing; a new building. 2. -ing is also attached to roots 
(other than verb roots) to form nouns: off + -ing ~ off- 
ing. 

-ing?, suffix. -ing is attached to verbs to form the present 
participle of verbs: walk + -ing ~ walking: Is the baby 
walking yel? These participles are often used as adjec- 
tives: war + -ing ~ warring: warring factions. 

in-gen-ious (in jén/yas) /in'd3iynyas/ adj. showing clev- 
erness; resourceful: an ingenious mechanic. —in-gen/- 
ious-ly, adv. —in-gen/ious-ness, n. [noncount] See 
-GEN-. 

inegé-nue or insgesnue (an/zha noo’) /'ænz3ə,nuw/ n. 
[count] 1. the role of an innocent, unworldly young 
woman, esp. as represented on the stage. 2. an actress 
who plays such a role. See -GEN-. 

in-geenuriety (in/ja ndo/i tē, -nyoo/-) /,ind3a'nuwitiy, 
-'nyuw-/ n. [Noncount) the quality of being ingenious: a 
device of great ingenuity. See -GEN-. 

ine-gen-ueous (in jen/yoo as) /in'd3enyuwas/ adj. appar- 
ently sincere and truthful: That crook had the ingemious 
eyes of a young schoolboy. —in-gen/u-ous:ly, adv. —ine 
gen/u-ous-ness, n. [noncount) See -GEN-. 

in-gest (in jest’) /in'd3zest/ v. [~ + obj] to take into the 
body, as food or liquid: ingested a rich, heavy meal. 
—in-ges-tion (in jes’chan) /in'd3estfan/ n. (noncount) 
See -GEST-. 

in-glorrieous (in glôr/ē as, -gl6r’-) /in'gloriyas, -'glowr-/ 
adj. shameful; disgraceful: an inglorious defeat. —in» 
glo/ri-ous-ly, adv. 

in-got (ing’gat) /‘ingat/ n. [count] a mass of metal made 
into a convenient form for shaping, remelting, or refin- 
ing: an ingot of gold in the shape of a bar. 

inegrained (in grand’, in’grand’) /in'greynd, ‘in,greynd/ 
also engrained, adj. 1. fixed deep in one’s mind: in- 
grained superstition. 2. forced deeply into or through 
something, as through the grain or fiber of something: 
deeply ingrained dirt and stains. 

in-grate (in/grāt) /‘ingreyt/ n. [count] an ungrateful per- 
son: What an ingrate! See -GRAT-. 

in-gractieate (in grā/shē at’) /in'greyfiy,eyt/ v. [~ + 
oneself], -at-ed, -at-ing. to make (oneself) favored by 
others, esp. by falsely acting pleasant: trying to ingratiate 
himself with the boss. —in-gra/ti-a/ting, adj.: an ingrati- 
ating simile. —in-gracticaction (in gra’she a/shan) 
/in,greyfiy'eysan/ n. [noncount] See -GRAT-. 

inegrateittude (in grat/i tdod’, -tyodd’) /in'grati,tuwd, 
-,tyuwd/ n. [noncount) the state of being ungrateful; un- 
gratefulness. See -GRAT-. 

inegre-di-ent (in gré/dé ant) /in'griydiyant/ n. [count] 
1. something that is an element of a mixture: The ingre- 
dients of a cake typically inchide eggs, milk, flour, and 
sugar. 2. an important part of anything: the ingredients 
of a good marriage. See -GRAO-. —Syn. See ELEMENT. 

in-gress (in’gres) /‘ingres/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
going in or entering: Ingress was impossible because the 
whole place was sealed off. 2. [count] a means or place 
of entering: An ingress was blocked. See -GRESS-. 

inegrown (in/grōn/) /‘in,grown/ adj. having grown into 
the flesh: His ingrown toenail was so painful he couldnt 
walk. 

in-hab-it (in hab/it) /in'‘habit/ v. (not: be + ing; ~ + 
obj] to live in (a place), as people or animals do: That 
town is inhabited by 600 people. —in-hab/it-a-ble, adj.: 
According to the myth, the earth was not inhabitable until 
fire was given by the gods. See -HAB-. 


in-hab-iteant (in hab/i tant) /in‘habitont/ n. (count) a 
person or animal that inhabits: The inliabitants of that re- 
mote village never experience Crime. See -HAB-. 

in-hal-ant (in ha/lant) /in'heylont/ n. [count] a medicine 
inhaled for the effect of its vapor. See -HALE-. 

in-ha-la-tor (in/hə la/tar) /inhoJeytor/ n. [count] 1. an 
apparatus used to help a patient inhale. 2. an apparatus 
for giving artificial respiration; respirator. See -HALE-. 

inchale (in hal’) /in'heyl/ v., -haled, -hal-ing. to breathe 
in or draw in (smoke, air, etc.) by breathing: [~ + obj]: 
to inhale air; to inhale the fumes. [no obj): inhaled 
deeply on her cigarette. See -HALE-. 

inehal-er (in ha/lar) /in'heylor/ n. [count] 1. an appa- 
ratus or device used in inhaling medicine; inhalator. 2. a 
person who inhales, See -HALE-. 

ine-her-ent (in hér’ant, -her/-) /in'hiarant, -'her-/ adj. ex- 
isting aS a permanent part or quality that cannot be 
taken out: Freedom of religion is an inherent part of the 
bill of rights. —in-her’ent-ly, adv.: inherently lazy. 

inehereit (in her/it) /in'therit/ v. 1. to take or receive 
(property, etc.) that is left to one after the death of some- 
one or by someone's will, as an heir: [~ + obj): hopes to 
inherit her father's business. [no obj): On his death, will 
she inherit? 2.[~ + obj] to receive from a past situation 
or from someone who has gone before: inherited many 
of the problems of the previous administration. 3. [~ + 
obj] to receive (a genetic trait, etc.) from a parent or an- 
cestor: inherited her beauty from her grandmother. 

in-her-iteance (in her/i tans) /in'herittons/ n. 1. some- 
thing inherited; legacy: [count]: a large inheritance from 
her mother’s estate. [(noncount): the rules governing in- 
heritance of cattle. 2. [noncount] the receiving of a ge- 
netic characteristic or trait: the inheritance of bine eyes. 
3. [noncount] something received from a predecessor: 
the inheritance of a budget deficit. 

inshib-it (in hib/it) /in'hibit/ v. (~ + obj) 1. to hold back 
(an action, impulse, etc.): This jacket inhibits free move- 
ment, 2. to restrain (one’s feelings, etc.): The way she 
leaned over my shoulder when | worked really inhibited 
me. See -HAB-. 

inehib-iteed (in hib/i tid) /in‘hibitid/ adj. overly re- 
strained in the acting of or the expressing of one’s real 
feelings: He was very inhibited, especially about sex. See 
-HAB-. 

inehiebietion (in/i bish/ən, in/hi-) /ini'bifan, ,inhi-/ n. 1. 
(noncount) the act of inhibiting; the state of being inhib- 
ited: a life of inhibition. 2. [count] something that inhib- 
its: a lot of inhibitions about socializing. See -HaB-. 

inehibsi-tor or inehib-iteer (in hib/i tar) /in‘hibstar/ n. 
[count] 1. one that inhibits. 2. a substance that slows 
down or stops a chemical reaction. See -HAB-. 

in-house (adj. in’hous’; adv. -hous/) / adj. 'in,haws; adv. 
-haws/ adj. 1. using an organization's own staff rather 
than someone from outside: in-house research. —adv. 2. 
within an organization’s own staff, rather than from out- 
side: The ad campaign was created in-house. 

inehueman (in hyoo’man) /in'‘hyuwmoan/ adj. 1. cruel; 
brutal; unfeeling: an inhuman master. 2. not human; 
strange: inhuman forms peering through the windows. 

inehuemane (in/hydo man/) /,inhyuw'meyn/ adj. not hu- 
mane: suffered from inhumane and brutal treatrnent. 
—in/huemane/ly, adv.: They were treated inInumanely. 

inehuemaneiety (in/hyoo mani tē) /inhyuw'meenitiy/ n. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being inhuman or in- 
humane; cruelty: man’s inhumanity to man. 

ineimeiecal (i nimi kəl) /'nimikal/ adj. 1. harmful; caus- 
ing injury: conditions inimical to health. 2. unfriendly; 
hostile: a cold, inimical gaze. —in-im/i-calely, adv. 

ineimei-taeble (i ninyi ta bal) /i'nimitabal/ adj. that can- 
not be imitated; matchless: the painter's inimitable style. 
—in-imei-ta-bileiety (i nini/i tə bil/i tē) /A,nimito'bilitiy/ ine 
im/i-ta-ble-ness, n. (nonconunt) —in-im/i-etasbly, adv. 

ineiqeuiety (i nik/wi tē) /A'nikwitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] great and harmful injustice or wickedness. 2. 
[count] a wicked act; sin. —in-iq/uietous, adj. See 
-EQUA-. 

insietial (i nish%al) A'nifal/ adj., n., v., -tialed, -tial-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -tialled, -tial-ling. —adj. (usually: before a 
noun) 1. of, relating to, or occurring at the beginning: 
first: the initial step in a process. —n. (connt] 2. an initial 
letter, as of a proper name: Your initials are the first 
letters of your first and last name. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
mark or sign with the initials of one’s name: initialed the 
report and filed it away. —in-i/tialely, adv.: Initially we 
didn't hear anything. 

ineieticate (v. i nish/ē at’; n. -it, -at’) / v. i'nifiy,eyt; n. 
-it, -,cyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to be- 
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gin: initiated major social reforms. 2. to introduce into 
the knowledge of a subject: He initiated her into calligra- 
phy. 3. to admit into the membership of a group: The 
chib initiated twelve new members. —n. [count] 4. a per- 
son who has been initiated: The new initiates had to 
demonstrate their allegiance to the chib. —in-irtiva-tion 
(i nish’é ashan) /inifiy'eyfan/ n. (noncount): Initiation 
into that club is expensive. [count]: Initiations into the 
club usually take place in December. —in.i/tira’tor, n. 
(comnt) —Syn. See BEGIN. 

initiative (i nish’é ə tiv, i nish’a-) /'nifiyativ, 1'nıfə-/ 
n. 1. [count] a first act or step in a process: to take the 
initiative in making friends. 2. [nonconnt] readiness in 
initiating action: to lack initiative. 3. [nonconnt; usually: 
one’s + ~] one’s personal, responsible decision: The 
teens decided to act on their own initiative. 4. [count] a 
procedure by which a certain number of voters may pro- 
pose a law, etc., and have a popular vote on its adoption. 

in-ject (in jekt”) /in'd3ekt/ v. 1. to force (a fluid) into a 
part of the body with a special needle: [~ + obj + into 
+ obj]: The murse injected the drug into the patient. [~ 
+ obj + with + obj): She injected the patient with the 
drig. 2. [~ + obj + into + obj) to introduce (something 
different): The host tried to inject some humor into the 
situation. 3. [~ + obj] to interject (a remark, etc.), as 
into conversation: had remarks that he wished to inject at 
that moment, —in-jec/tor, n. [cont] See -JEC-. 

in-jec-tion (in jek’shan) /in'd3ekfan/ n. 1. the act of in- 
jecting: [noncount): The drg must be administered by 
injection. (count): Injections can be given under the skin. 
2. [count] the act of bringing something (into something 
else): an injection of financial support. See -JEC-. 

injudicious (in/jōo dish’as) /,ind3zuw'difas/ adj. not 
wise; showing lack of judgment: an injudicious decision. 
Sec JUD: 

insjunc-tion (in jungk’shan) /in'd3ankJon/ n. [count] an 
order by a court requiring a person or persons to do, or 
to keep from doing, a particular act: an injunction to pre- 
vent the father from visiting. See -JUNC-. 

in-jure (in/jər) /'ind3ər/ v. [~ + obj), -jured, -jur-ing. 1. 
to do or cause harm of any kind to: injured his hand. 2. 
to wound or offend: to injure a friend's feelings. —in/- 
jur-er, n. [cont] See -suR-. 

in-juery (in4ja rē) /‘ind3ariy/ n., pl. -ries. 1. [noncount) 
harm, damage, or wrong done or suffered: fo escape 
without injury. 2. [count] a particular form or instance of 
harm: an injury to one’s shoulder. —in-jurri-ous (in- 
jOor’é as) /in'd3uriyas/ adj. 

in-jus-tice (in jus/tis) /in'dzastis/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the 
quality or fact of being unjust: fighting against injustice. 
2. [cont] an unjust act; a wrong: to suffer many injus- 
tices. 

ink (ingk) /ink/ n. 1. a fluid used for writing or drawing: 
[noncount): My pen has rim oit of ink. [count]: The artist 
works with inks. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to mark, stain, cover, 
draw, or smear with ink: to ink the paper. —ink/less, 
adj. 

ink-ling (ingk/ling) /inklin/ n. [count] 1. a slight sug- 
gestion; hint: They gave us no inkling of what was going 
to happen. 2. a slight understanding: / don’t have an ink- 
ling of how it works. 

inky (ing/ké) /‘inkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. black as ink: 
inky shadows. 2. resembling ink. 3. stained with ink. 
—ink/i-ness, n. (noncoint] 

inelaid (in/lad’, in lad/) /‘in,leyd, tn'leyd/ adj. decorated 
with a design set into the surface: an inlaid table. 
inland (adj. in/land; adv., n. -land’, -land) / adj. ‘inlond; 
adv., n. - lænd, -land/ adj. [before a nonn) 1. relating to 
or located in the inside part of a region: inland cities. 2. 
Chiefly Brit. domestic; internal: inland revenire. —adv. 3. 
in or toward the interior of a country: The expedition 
traveled inland. 

in/-law’, n. [cont] a relative by marriage: In-laws may 
present problems in a marriage. —Usage. As the ex- 
ample above shows, the word IN-LAW has as its plural 
form In-LAWS. But when a compound noun is formed with 
-IN-LAW, such as brother-in-law, sister-in-law, mother-in- 
law, etc., its plural is formed by making the first part of 
the compound plural, and leaving -IN-Law unchanged: 
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, mothers-in-law. 

in-lay (v. in/la’, in/la7; n. in7la’) / v. ‘in,ley, ,in'ley; n. 
‘in,ley/ v., -laid, -lay-ing, n. —v. {~ + obj] 1. to deco- 
rate (an Object) with shaped pieces of contrasting mate- 
rial set in its surface, so that the surface is flat: inlaid the 
table with brass and ivory. 2. to put (pieces of wood, etc.) 
onto the surface of an object: inlaid the ivory and brass 
into the table. —n. [count] 3. inlaid work. 4. a tooth fill- 
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ing of hard, long-lasting material first shaped to fit a pre- 
pared cavity: an inlay of gold. 

in-let (in/let, -lit) ‘inlet, -lit/ n. [cont] 1. a small bay 
that reaches into land along the shoreline. 2. a narrow 
passage between islands. 

inemate (in’/mat’) /‘in,meyt/ n. [count] a person who is 
kept in a prison, hospital, etc. 

in memoriam (in mə môrē əm, -m6r/-) /in 
mə'məriyəm, -'mowr-/ prep. This phrase appears before 
a name on a gravestone, and means “in memory (of); to 
the memory (of); as a memorial (to)” the person named. 

inemost (in’most’) /‘insmowst/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
located farthest within or inside: the inmost recesses of 
the forest. 2. most secret; intimate: to guess at his in- 
most thoughts. 

inn (in) /in/ n. [count] 1. a small hotel; lodge: a cozy little 
New England inn. 2. a place where liquor is served; a 
tavern. 

inenards (in’ardz) /‘inordz/ n. [plural] 1. the inside parts 
of the body, esp. of an animal. 2. the inside mechanism, 
etc., of something: /f we can get to the engine's innards 
we might find out what's making that noise. 

inenate (i nat’, in/at) /'neyt, 'incyt/ adj. 1. existing from 
birth; inborn; native: innate talents. 2. existing in the na- 
ture of something: an innate defect in the hypothesis. 3: 
arising from the intellect rather than learned through ex- 
perience: an innate knowledge of good and evil. —in- 
nate/ly, adv. —in-nate/ness, n. [noncoint] See -NAT-. 

inener (in’ar) /'inər/ adj. [before a noun) 1. situated 
within or farther within; more inside: an inner room. 2. 
private or intimate: to learn the inner workings of the or- 
ganization. 3. of or relating to the mind or spirit: the in- 
ner life. 

in/ner cit’y, n. [count] a central part of a city, often 
deteriorating, populated mainly by poor people: the 
problems of the nation’s inner cities. —in/ner-cit/y, adj. 
[before a nonn): inner-city crime. 

in/ner ear’, n. [count] the inner, liquid-filled portion of 
the ear, involved in hearing and balance. 

inenersmost (in’ar most’) /‘inar,mowst/ adj. 1. farthest 
inward; inmost: the innermost reaches of the jingle. 2. 
most private, secret, or intimate: my innermost thoughts. 

insning (in’ing) /‘inip/ n. [count] 1. a division of a base- 
ball game during which each team has an opportunity to 
score: He scored a home run in the bottom of the ninth 
inning. 2. innings, [piiral] [connt; but used with a singu- 
lar verb in the singular form] Cricket. a unit of play in 
which each team has a turn at bat. 3. an opportunity for 
activity; a turn: You've had your innings, now its my 
chance. 

inn-keep-er (in’ké/par) /‘in,kiypor/ n. [count] a person 
who owns or manages an inn or, sometimes, a hotel. 

inenoscence (in’a sans) /‘inasans/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
quality or condition of being innocent: A trial starts out by 
assuming the defendant's innocence. 2. the absence of 
cunning or dishonesty: the innocence of youth. 

ineno-cent (in’a sant) /‘inasant/ adj. 1. free from moral 
wrong; without sin; pure: the innocent children. 2. free 
from legal wrong; guiltless: innocent until proven guilty. 
3. not involving evil intent or motive; harmless: an inno- 
cent mistake. 4. showing the simplicity of someone not 
accustomed to recognizing evil; ingenuous: gave her fa- 
ther a wide-eyed, innocent look. —n. [cont] 5. an inno- 
cent person, esp. one who has the simplicity of not rec- 
ognizing evil. —in/no-cent-ly, adv. See -NOC-, -NOX-. 

inenoc-ueous (i nok’yoo as) /i'nokyuwoas/ adj. 1. not 
harmful; harmless: innocuous home medicine. 2. not 
likely to irritate; inoffensive: just an innocuous remark 
about the weather. —in-noc/u-ous+ly, adv. —in-noc/us 
ous-ness, n. [noncoint] See -NOC-, -NOX-. 

ineno-vate (in’a vat’) /‘ind,veyt/ v., -vat-ed, -vat-ing. to 
introduce something new; make changes: [~ + omin + 
obj): to innovate on another's creation. [~ + obj]: to in- 
novate a computer operating system. —in/no-va/tion, n. 
[comnt; noncount] —in/no-va/tion-al, adj. —in/no-va/- 
tive, adj. See -Nov-. 

inenu-enedo (in’yoo en/dō) /,inyuw'endow/ n., pl. -dos, 
-does. an indirect hint, esp. of an offensive or derogatory 
nature: [nonconnt]: There was plenty of innuendo in that 
newspaper article. [count]: The article was sirnply a list of 
innuendos. 

inenuemer-asble (i nod’mer ə bal, i  nyöð-) 
/'‘nuwmorabol, i'nyuw-/ adj. too numerous to be 
counted: his innumerable excuses and missed assign- 
ments, See -NUM-. 

in-oc-uelate (i nok/ya lat’) /i'‘nokya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to inject a vaccine, microorganism, etc., 
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in order to protect against, treat, or study a disease: in- 
ocilated me against yellow fever. —in-oc-usla-tion 
(i nok’ya la/shan) /i,nokya'leyfon/ n. (count): ARer three 
inoculations E was beginning to feel like a pin cushion. 
[nonconnt]: Inoculation is not the best way to prevent 
this disease. 

in-of-fen-sive (in/a fen/siv) /ina'fensiv/ adj. causing no 
harm, trouble, or annoyance: an inoffensive manner; an 
inoffensive odor. —in/of-fen/sivesly, adv. See -FEND-. 

in-op-er-aeble (in op’ar ə bal, -op’ra bal) /in'nparabol, 
-‘pprobol/ adj. 1. not operable; that cannot be made 
practical: an inoperable plan. 2. that cannot be treated 
by surgery: an inoperable brain turnor. See -oper-. 

in-op-er-a-tive (in op’ar a tiv, -op’ra tiv) /in'nporativ, 
-'pprativ/ adj. 1. not in operation; not working: The ima- 
chine is inoperative. 2. without effect; not in effect: inop- 
erative remedies. See -OPER-. 

ine-op-por-tune (in op/ər toon’, -tyoon’) /in,ppor'tuwn, 
-'tyuwn/ adj. not at a good time; untimely: /t's an inop- 
portine tiine to talk to ħin. 

inordinate (in Or/dn it) /in'ordnit/ adj. not within 
proper limits: fo drink an inordinate amount of wine. 
—in-or/dienate-ly, adv.: inordinately expensive. See 
-ORD-. 

in-or-ganeic (in/ôr ganik) /,inor'gwenik/ adj. 1. not hav- 
ing the characteristics of living things: inorganic rocks. 2. 
of or relating to chemical compounds that are not hydro- 
carbons: inorganic chemistry. See -orGaA-. 

in-pa-tient (in’pa’shant) /‘in,peyfont/ n. [count] a pa- 
tient who stays in a hospital. 

ineput (in/pddt’) /'in,pot/ n., adj., v., -put-ted or -put, 
-put-ting. —n. 1. [count] something put in. 2. [non- 
cont] the act or process of putting in. 3. [moncount] the 
energy supplied to a machine. 4. [monconnt] data en- 
tered into a computer for processing. 5. [nonconnt] con- 
tribution of information, ideas, etc.: Before naking a de- 
cision we need your input. —adj. [before a nonn] 6. of or 
relating to data or equipment used for input: a comput- 
ers main input device. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to enter (data) 
into a computer for processing: Yon simply input the cus- 
tomer’s name and address here. 

in-quest (in’kwest) /‘inkwest/ n. [count] a legal inquiry 
made by a coroner to find out the cause of death of a 
murder victim. See -Ques-. 

inequire-tude (in kwi/i tood’, -tydod’) /in'kwayi,tuwd, 
-,tyuwd/ n. [noncount] restlessness or uneasiness. 

inequire (in kwier’) /tn'kway*r/ also enquire, v., 
-quired, -quir-ing. 1. to seek information by questioning; 
ask: [no obj): to inquire about a person. [~ + obj): to in- 
quire a person's name. [used with quotations]: “Why are 
you searching for that planet?” he inquired. 2. (~ + into 
+ obj] to make an investigation: decided to inquire fur- 
ther into the incident. 3. inquire after, [~ + obj] to ask 
about the health of (Someone not present): politely in- 
quired after each other's families. —inequir/er, n. [count] 
See -Quir-. 

inequirsing (in kwier/ing) /in'kway®rin/ adj. [before a 
noun] 1. seeking information: an inquiring mind. 2. 
showing a wish to seek information: an inquiring expres- 
sion on his face. —inequir/inge-ly, adv. See -Quir-. 

inequirsy (in kwier’é, in’kwa rē) /in'kway®*riy, 'inkworiy/ 
also enquiry, n., pl. -quireies. 1. a seeking or request 
for truth, information, or knowledge: [noncount]: Further 
inquiry turned up no new evidence. [count]: Additional 
inquiries on the computer show no more sources on that 
topic. 2. [count] an investigation, as into an incident: or- 
dered an inquiry into the death of his previous wife. 3. 
[count] a question; query: inquiries as to her name and 
address. See -QuirR-. 

in-quiesietion (in/kwə zish’an, ing’-) /inkwoa'zifon, ,1p-/ 
n. [connt] 1. an official investigation lacking regard for 
individual rights and showing prejudice on the part of the 
examiners. 2. any harsh, difficult, or prolonged question- 
ing. —in-quis¢i-tor (in kwiz/i tar, ing-) /in'kwizitor,i-/ n. 
(count): The chief inquisitor badgered his witnesses. See 
-QUIS-. 

in-quisei-tive (in kwiz/i tiv) /in'kwizitiv/ adj. 1. eager for 
knowledge; curious: an inquisitive mind. 2. overly Curi- 
ous; prying: That inquisitive child is always listening in to 
private conversations. —in-quis/ictiveely, adv. —ins 
quis/i-tive-ness, n. [nonconunt) See -Quis-. 

in re (in ré/, ra’) /‘1n riy, 'rey/ prep. in the matter of. 

ineroad (in’rdd’) /‘in,rowd/ n. [count; usually: inroads, 
plural) something that affects something else: The unex- 
pected expenses have nade serions inroads on our 
SAVINGS. 

ins., an abbreviation of: 1. inches. 2. inspector. 
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inesane (in san’) /in'scyn/ adj. 1. [not in technical use) 
mentally unsound; mad. 2. of or characteristic of the 
mentally deranged: insane actions. 3. utterly senseless; 
irrational; foolish: You're insane if you think you can 
Jump off that bridge and live. —inesane/ly, adv. ine 
sane/ness, n. [nonconnt) —inssaneiety (in san/i tē) 
/in'sanitiy/ n. Lnoncount] See -San-. 
inesa-tia-ble (in sa’sha bal, -shé ə-) /in'seyfabal, -fiyə-/ 
adj. that cannot be satisfied: insatiable arnbition. —ine 
Sa-tia-bil-i-ty (in sa’sha bili tē, -shé ə-) /in,seyfo'bilitiy, 
-fiyo-/ in-sa/tia-ble-ness, n. [noncoint) —inesa/tia-bly, 
adv. See -SAT-. 
inescribe (in skrib’) /in'skrayb/ v. [~ + obj], -scribed, 
-scrib-ing. 1. to address (a book, etc.) to a person, esp. 
by writing a brief personal note in or on it: The ballplayer 
inscribed the boy’s book. 2. to mark (a surface) with 
words, etc., esp. in a way that will be noticeable and last 
a long time. 3. to write or engrave (words, etc.): in- 
scribed his initials on the statue. —inescrib/er, n. 
[cont] See -scris-. 
inescrip-tion (in skrip’shan) /in'skripfon/ n. [count] the 
words, Characters, or letters inscribed on a surface: an 
inscription on the ring. See -SCRIB-. 
inescrueta-ble (in skroo’ta bal) /in'skruwtobol/ adj. 1. 
incapable of being analyzed. 2. not easily understood: an 
inscrutable sinile. —inescructasbileiety (in skrōo/tə bil7- 
i tē) /injskruwto'bilitiy/ inescru/taeble-ness, n. [non- 
cont) —inescru/taebly, adv. 
insseam (in’sém/) /‘in,siym/ n. [count] an inside or in- 
ner seam of a piece of clothing, esp. the seam of a trou- 
ser leg. 
in-sect (in’sekt) /‘insekt/ n. [connt] 1. a. a member of a 
class of animals that are small, air-breathing arthropods 
having a body divided into three parts and having two 
antennae, three pairs of legs, and usually two pairs of 
wings: insects such as beetles, ants, and flies. b. any 
small arthropod, such as a spider, that looks somewhat 
like such an animal. 2. one who deserves hate or con- 
tempt; an unimportant person. —adj. [before a noun] 3. 
of, relating to, or used against insects: insect spray. 
ineseceti-cide (in sek/ta sid’) /in'sekto,sayd/ n. a sub- 
stance for killing insects: [yoncount): spraying crops with 
insecticide. [count]: many insecticides to choose from. 
—in-sec-ti-cid-al (in sek/tə sidl) /in,sekto'saydl/ adj. See 
-CIDE-. 
inesecetiv-o-rous (in/sek tivfar as) /,insek'tivoras/ adj. 
feeding chiefly on insects. —inesec-ti-vore (in sekta- 
vor’, -vOr’) /in'sekta,vor, -,vowr/ n. [count] See -vor-. 
inese-cure (in/si kydor’) /nsi'kyor/ adj. 1. subject to 
fears, doubts, etc.: an insecure person. 2. not safe; ex- 
posed to risk or danger: fortified the defenses of their in- 
secure borders. 3. not firmly or safely fastened; not se- 
cure: an insecure ladder. —in/se-cure/ly, adv.: The 
Seatbelt was insecurely fastened. —inese-curriety (in/si- 
kyd6r/i tē) /insi'kyoritiy/ n., pl. -ties: [noncount]: Her 
fear of asking questions in Class is a sign of insecutrity. 
[count]: Dealt with your insecurities by confronting thein. 
See -CURA-. 
inesemeienate (in sem/a nat’) /in'sema,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to put semen into (the female re- 
productive area) so as to make pregnant; impregnate: 
The veterinarian inseminated the cows. —inesem«eienae 
tion (in sem/’a na/shen) /inssemo'neyfon/ n. [noncomnt): 
artificial insernination. 
inssen-sate (in sen/sat, -sit) /in'senseyt, -sit/ adj. 1. not 
able to feel things: insensate rocks. 2. without emo- 
tional sensitivity; cold: a harsh, insensate boss. See 
-SENS-. 
ine-senesieble (in sen’sa bal) /in'sensabal/ adj. [not: be 
+ ~] 1. incapable of feeling; unconscious: rendered in- 
sensible before the operation. 2. without a particular 
feeling or sensation: insensible to share. 3. unaware; 
not appreciative: The fanily was not insensible of your 


kindness. —in-senesi-bileictty (in sen/’səa bil/i tē) 
/in,sensa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —inesen/si-bly, adv. See 
-SENS-. — Usage. In many cases, pairs of words with the 


same root and the prefix in- in one of them are opposite 
in meaning. However, the words SENSIBLE and INSENSIBLE 
are not opposites for all the meanings of the root, -sENs-. 
Thus, One of the meanings of sensiBLe is “showing good 
sense Or judgment; wise; not foolish.” But INSENSIBLE Can- 
not be used for the opposite of that meaning. 
inesen-si-tive (in sen/si tiv) /in'sensitiv/ adj. 1. not 
emotionally sensitive or sympathetic; callous: He has an 
insensitive nature. 2. not physically sensitive: insensitive 
Skin. —in-sen/sictivesly, adv. —in-senesictiveiety (in- 
sensi tiv/i tē) /in,sensi'tivitiy/ n. [noncoimnt] See -sens-. 
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inesen-tivent (in sen’shé ant, -shant) /in'senfiyont, 
-fant/ adj. not sentient; without sensation or feeling. 
—in-esen/ti-ence, ri. [noncount] See -SENS-. 

in-sep-arra-ble (in sep/ar ə bal, -sep/ra-) /in'separabol, 
-'sepra-/ adj. that cannot be separated, parted, or dis- 
joined: The two sisters were inseparable. 

in-sert (v. in siirt?; n. in/sůrt) / v. in's3rt; n. ‘insart/ v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to put or place in: to insert a key in a lock. 2. 
to introduce into the body of something: to insert a new 
paragraph in an article. —n. [count] 3. something in- 
serted or to be inserted for advertising: a sales insert. 
—in-ser’tion, n. [noncourt): careful insertion of the nee- 
dle into the vein. (count): a few insertions into the main 
part of your essay. 

in-set (n. in/’set’; v. in set’) / n. ‘inset; v. In'set/ a, V., 
-set, -set-ting. —n. [cont] 1. something inserted, such 
as a small map, etc., within the border of a larger one: 
The inset shows a Close-up of tlie city streets. 2. a piece 
of cloth set into a garment. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to set in or 
insert: to inset a panel in a dress. 

ineshore (in’sh6r’, -shdr’) /‘in'for, -'fowr/ adj. 1. situ- 
ated close to the shore: inshore waters. —adv. 2. toward 
the shore. 

ineside (in/sid’, in/sid’) /,in'sayd, '1n,sayd/ prep. 1. on 
the inner side or part of; within: inside the circle. 2. be- 
fore: within: to arrive inside an hour, —adv. 3. in or into 
the inner part: Look inside. 4. indoors: to play inside on 
rainy days. 5. by true nature; in one’s mind or soul: /n- 
side, she’s really very shy. —n. [comnt] 6. the inner part; 
interior: the inside of the house. 7. the inner side or sur- 
face: the inside of the hand. 8. insides, [plural informal. 
the inner parts of the body, esp. the stomach and 
intestines. 9. a position within a circle of power, etc.: fo 
be on the inside in the administration. 10. [count isu- 
ally singular) inward nature, thoughts, feelings, etc.: 1 
smile that way on the outside, but on the inside rm really 
upset. —adj. [before a noun) 11. located or being on or 
in the inside: an inside seat on the airplane. 12. located 
close to the side of the road: tried to pass on the inside 
lane. 13. private; confidential: inside information. 
—JIdiom. 14. inside of, within the space or period of; 
before: We'll reach the city inside of twenty minutes. 15. 
inside out, a. with the inner side reversed to face the 
outside: Turn that shirt inside out when you wash it. b. 
thoroughly; completely: She knew me inside out. 

inesideer (in’si/dar) /in'saydor/ r. [count] 1. one be- 
longing to a chosen circle of power, etc., esp. one who 
knows or can find out confidential information: insiders 
in the White House. 2. a person with special knowledge 
or influence: t's another job for insiders; why even apply 
for it? 

in-sid-isous (in sid’é as) /in'sidiyos/ adj. 1. treacherous; 
sneaky and dishonest: an insidious plan. 2. operating or 
proceeding without being noticed but with serious effect: 
an insidious disease. See -SID-. 

in-sight (in/sit’) /‘in,sayt/ u. an act or instance of per- 
ceiving the true nature of a thing, esp. through intuitive 
understanding: [#oucount): The seminar provided insight 
into how coniputer programs could work for students. 
[court]: gave us valuable insights. —in-sight/ful, adj.: 
an insightful article on marriage. 

insignia (in sig/né ə) /in'signiya/ n. [count], formally a 
pt. of insigne, whicli is seldom used; used as sing. or 
pl.; pl. also -nivas. 1. a badge that shows office or rank: 
military insignia. 2. a distinguishing mark: A black arni- 
band may be an iusignia of mourning. Sometimes, ins 
sig-ne (in sig/né) /in'signiy/. See -SIGN-. 
in-sig-nifeiecant (in’sig nif7i kent) /ansig'nifikant/ adj. 
unimportant; without value or Consequence: Omit the in- 
significant details. —in/sig-nif/i-cance, n. [noucount) 
See -SIGN-. 

inesinecere (in/sin sér’) /,nsin'sior/ adj. not sincere; 
hypocritical: an insincere apology. —in’sin-cere/ly, adv. 
—in-sin-cer-iety (in/sin ser/i tē) /insin'seritty/ u. luon- 
count) 

inesin-ueate (in sin’ydo At’) /in'sinyuw,eyt/ v., -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. [~ + that clause] to suggest slyly (usually re- 
ferring to something negative): He insinuated that they 
were lying without actually saying so. 2.[~ + obj) to put 
or introduce (doubt, etc.), as into the mind: fo insinuate 
doubt. 3. {~ + obj) to bring or introduce (someone) into 
a position by indirect methods: He insinuated her into 
the top echelons. —inesin-uea-tive (in sin’yoo a/tiv, -a- 
tiv) /in'sinyuw,eytiv, -ativ/ adj. —inesin/u-a/tor, 41. 
(court) 

in-sineuea-tion (in sin’yoo a/shan) /in,sinyuw'cyfon/ n. 
1. the act or state of insinuating: [noncount)]: When direct 
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methods failed he tried insinuation. (count): made sev- 
eral nasty insinirations about me. 2. [count] a statement 
that insinuates something: ridiculous insinuations about 
his sexuality. 

in-sip-id (in sip/id) /in'sipid/ adj. 1. not having stimulat- 
ing qualities; vapid: a boring, insipid personality. 2. with- 
out enough taste to be pleasing; bland: insipid soup. 

inesist (in sist’) /in'sist/ v. 1. [~ + on/upon + obj) to 
continue to stress the importance of: fo insist upon a 
point. 2. to demand firmly or without stopping: [~ + 
(that) clause): 1 insist that your go. [used with quotations): 
“But yor must help me,” she insisted. —in-sist/ing-ly, 
adv.: insistingly asking for clarification. See -SIST-. 

insistence (in sis’tans) /in'sistons/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the act of insisting: She finished the work at the boss's 
insistence. 2. the state or quality of being insistent: The 
insistence in her voice made me look up. 

inesist-ent (in sis/tant) /in'sistant/ adj. 1. stating some- 
thing firmly; persistent: He’s insistent about getting her to 
stop smoking. 2. that causes someone to notice: the in- 
sistent ringing of the alarm clock. 

in sietu (in si/tdo, -tydo, sé/-) /'in saytuw, -tyuw, 'siy-/ 
adj., adv. situated in its original or natural place or posi- 
tion. 

inesoefar (in/sə far’, -sō-) /,inso'far, -sow-/ adv. [~ + 
as] to such an extent: 1 will do the work insofar as fam 
able. 

inesole (in’sdl’) /‘in,sowl/ n. [cont] 1. the inner sole of 
a shoe or boot. 2. material used as an inner sole within 
a shoe, esp. for comfort. 

in-so-lent (in’se lant) /‘insolant/ adj. boldly rude or dis- 
respectful; insulting: He gave an insolent reply to her 
question. —in/so-lence, n. [noncount] —in/so-lentely, 
adv. 

in-sol-usble (in sol/ya bal) /in'splyabol/ adj. 1. (of a 
substance) that cannot be dissolved: insoluble salts. 2: 
(of a problem, crime, etc.) that cannot be solved: an in- 
soluble mystery. —in-soleurbil-iety (in sol’ye bii te) 
/in,solya'bilitiy/ n. (noncount) See -sotv-. 

inesoleven-cy (in sol/van sē) /in'splvonsiy/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being insolvent. See 
-SOLV-. 

inesolevent (in solvant) /in'snlvont/ adj. 1. not solvent; 
unable to pay money to creditors. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son who is insolvent. See -SOLv-. 

inesomeniea (in som/né ə) /in'somniys/ n. [noncount] 
difficulty in falling or staying asleep, esp. when habitual. 
—inesomenicac (in som/né ak’) /in'somniy,xk/ n. 
(count), adj. 

in-soueci-ant (in soo’sé ant) /in'suwsiyont/ adj. free of 
concern; nonchalant. —in-sou/’ci-ance, n. [noncomnt) 

in-spect (in spekt’) /in'spekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to look 
carefully at or over: to inspect every part of a motor. 2. 
to examine officially: The general inspected the troops. 
—in-spec/tor, n. [count] See -SPEC-. 

in-specetion (in spek/shan) /in'spekfon/ n. 1. the act of 
inspecting: [noncouut): a look of carefirl inspection, 
[count]: A quick inspection of the hauds proved that she 
hadn't washed. 2. an act of officially inspecting some- 
thing: [noncomnt): the queen's inspection of the troops. 
[count]: 1 took my Car in for an inspection. See -SPEC-. 

in-spiera-tion (in’spe ra’shen) /nspo'reyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] anything that inspires: The painters inspiration 
came froni nature. 2. [count] something inspired: She 
got a sudden inspiration to reverse the wires, and it 
worked. 3. [noncount] Theol. a divine influence felt di- 
rectly by the soul: divine inspiration for writing the books 
of the Bible. 4. [noncomnt) the drawing of air into the 
lungs; inhalation. See -SPIR-. 

in-spi-ractioneal (in/spə rā/shən al) /,inspa'reySonol/ 
adj. providing inspiration: inspirational passages from 
the Bible. See -SPIR-. 

inespire (in spi°r’) /in'spay?r/ v., -spired, -spir-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to fill or affect (someone) with a strong or uplift- 
ing influence: Her courage inspired her followers. 2 [is 
+ obj + with + obj) to fill or affect (someone) with any 
feeling, etc.: Their teacher inspired then: with respect. 3. 
[~ + obj + (in + obj)] to produce (a feeling, etc.): A 
good leader inspires confidence in his or her followers. 
4. to influence or impel (someone to do something): [~ 
+ obj + to + obj): Competition inspired them to greater 
efforts. [~ + obj + to + verb): Her criticisms inspired 
hint to try harder. 5. [~ + obj) to communicate or sug- 
gest by a divine influence: Christians believe that the New 
Testament was inspired by God. See -SPIR-. 

inespireed (in spi°rd’) /in'spay°rd/ adj. 1. accomplished 
beautifully or performed well: an inspired piece of writ- 
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ing. 2. clever; correct; accurate: an inspired guess. 3. 
communicated, guided, or influenced by God: the di- 
vinely inspired books of the Bible. See -spir-. 

inespir-ing (in spi?r ing) /inspay?rin/ adj. causing inspi- 
ration: an inspiring speech. See -spPir-. 

inst., an abbreviation of: 1. institute. 2. institution. 3. 
instructor. 4. instrument. 5. instrumental. 

in-sta-bil-iety (in’sta bil/i tē) /nsta'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the quality or state of being unstable; lack of 
Stability: Political instability led to a revolution. 2. the ten- 
dency to behave in an unpredictable manner: ermotional 
instability. See -STAB-. 

inestall or inestal (in stdl/) /in'stol/ v. [~ + obj], -stalled, 
-stalling or -stal-ling. 1. to place in position for use: to in- 
Stall a heating system. 2. to establish (someone) in an of- 
fice or place: to install the vice-president in her new office. 
3. to bring (someone) into an office with ceremonies: He 
was installed as the archbishop. —inestaller, n. [count] 

inestal-la-tion (in/sta lā/shən) /,nsta'leyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an area with equipment to do a particular task: a 
chemical-weapons installation. 2. [noncount] the act or 
process of installing: /nstallation of your new satellite dish 
takes only a few Nours. 

inestallement' or inestalement (in std!/meant) 
/in‘stolmont/ n. [count] 1. any of several parts into which 
a debt is divided for reqular payment. 2. a single portion 
of something issued or published in parts at fixed times: 
a magazine serial in six installments. 

inestallement? or inestalement (in  stôl/mənt) 
/in'stolmont/ n. [poncount] 1. the act of installing: /nstall- 
ment of the bishop was a six-hour ceremony. 2. the fact 
of being installed; installation: /nstallrnent takes an Nour. 

install’/ment plan’, n. [count] a system for paying for 
an item in fixed amounts at specified times. 

inestance (in/stans) /‘instons/ n. [count] 1. an occur- 
rence of something: allegations of new instances of op- 
pression. 2. an example put forth in proof or illustration: 
to cite a few instances. ——Idiom. 3. for instance, as an 
example; for example: There are many different breeds 
of dogs; for instance, there are collies, dachshunds, and 
terriers. See -STAN-. 

inestant (in’stant) /instant/ n. 1. [count] a very short 
space of time; moment: /n an instant they were whisked 
away. 2. [count] the point of time now present: Come 
here this instant! 3. [count] a particular moment: at the 
instant of contact. 4. [noncount) an instant beverage, 
esp. instant coffee: / don’t mind a cup of instant if you've 
got it. —adj. 5. happening without any interval of time; 
immediate: instant relief 6. pressing or urgent: instant 
need. 7. (of a food or beverage) specially made so as to 
require very little time and effort to prepare: Just add 
boiling water to the instant coffee. 8. [before a noun] ap- 
pearing rapidly and with little preparation: no instant an- 
swers to these problems. —adv. 9. instantly. 

in-stan-ta-ne-ous (in/stan tā/nē as) /,instan'teyniyas/ 
adj. occurring or completed in an instant; immediate: an 
instantaneous response. —in’/stan-ta/ne-ous-ly, adv.: 
The image of the explosion was transmitted instantane- 
ously all over the world. 

inestan-ter (in stan/tar) /in'stwntor/ adv. immediately; at 
once. 

inestantely (in/stənt lē) /‘instantliy/ adv. immediately; at 
once: He was killed instantly in the crash. 

in’stant re/play, n. 1. a. [noncount] the recording 
and immediate rebroadcasting of a part of a live televi- 
sion broadcast, esp. of a sports event: Some umpires 
don't like the use of instant replay. b. [count] the seg- 
ment recorded this way: Different instant replays were 
not conclusive in judging whether the goal should have 
been allowed. 2. [count] any immediate repetition of an 
event, showing, etc. è 

inestate (in stat’) /in'steyt/ v. [~ + obj], -stat-ed, -stat- 
ing. to place in a state, position, or office; install: He was 
instated in the job. See -STAT-. 

insstead (in sted’) /in'sted/ adv. 1. as a substitute; in 
place of someone or something: The roast beef is gone, 
so we'll have steak instead. —Idiom. 2. instead of, in 
place of: Instead of meat, how about fish? 

inestep (in’step’) /‘in,step/ n. [count] 1. the arched, up- 
per surface of the human foot. 2. the part of a shoe, 
stocking, etc., covering this surface. 

inestiegate (in/sti gat’) /‘insti,gcyl/ v., -gated, -gat-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to cause (something) to happen by urging; 
foment: to instigate a quarrel. 2. [~ + obj Ot verb/ 
obj] to urge or provoke to some action: fo instigate peo- 
ple to revolt. —in-sti-ga-tion (in’sti ga’shon) / In- 
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sti'geyfon/ n. [noncount] —in/sti-ga/tor, n. (count): 
Blame the riot on those instigators. 
inestill or inestil (in stil”) An'stil/ v. [~ + obj (+ in/into 
+ obj)), -stilled, -stiling or -stil-ling. to cause (some 
quality, etc.) to enter the mind of someone, by a long 
process: to instill a sense of decency in his children. 
inestinct (in/stingkt) /‘instinkt/ n. 1. an inborn pattern of 
activity: [count]: mating instincts. [noncount): Wolves 
hunt in packs by instinct. 2. a natural or innate impulse 
without needing to think or consider: [noncount): He 
Anew by instinct that he should keep quiet. [count]: She 
has an instinct to make money. —inestine-tueal (in- 
stingk/choo al) /in'stinktfuwal/ adj. See -stin-. 
in-stinc-tive (in stink/tav) /in'stinktav/ adj. 1. done or 
felt without thinking or considering: an instinctive feeling 
of distrust; Babies Nave an instinctive fear of falling. 2. 
done or performed by instinct: instinctive mating pat- 
terns. See -STIN-. 
in-sti-tute (in/sti toot’, -tydot’) /‘insti,tuwt, -tyuwt/ v., 
-tut-ed, -tut-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to set up; estab- 
lish; organize: The colony quickly instituted rules. 2. to 
start; set in operation; initiate: He instituted a lawsuit 
against his old company. —n. [count] 3. a society, etc., 
for carrying on a particular work, as of a literary, scien- 
tific, or educational character: a research institute. —in/- 
sti-tut/er, in’sti-tu/tor, n. [count] See -stit-. 
inesti-tu-tion (in/sti tdo%shan, -tydo’-) /insti'tuwfon, 
-'tyuw-/ n. 1. [count] an organization devoted to the 
promotion of a cause, program, etc., esp. one of a public 
or educational character: Large institutions have big bu- 
reaucracies. 2. [count] the building for such work. 3. 
[count] a place for the care or confinement of people, as 
mental patients: a mental institution. 4. [count] an estab- 
lished custom or law accepted as a basic part of a cul- 
ture: still has great respect for the institution of marriage. 
5. [count] any familiar, long-established person, thing, or 
practice: The elderly business professor had become an 
institution in the college. 6. [noncount] the act of in- 
Stituting: the institution of new organizations. —in/sti- 
tu/tion-al, adj.: Institutional inertia is the tendency to 
keep repeating procedures that have outlived their use- 
fulness. See -stit-. 
inssti-tu-tion-al-ize (in/sti too’sha nl iz’, -tyoo’-) /,1n- 
str'tuwfanlayz, -'tyuw-/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. 1. 
to make (Something) into an institution; treat (something) 
as an institution: institutionalizing racism. 2. to place or 
confine (Someone) in an institution: The deranged crimi- 
nal was institutionalized for several years. —inesti-tue 
tion-al-i-za-tion (in/sti too’sha nl i za’shan, -tyoo’-) /,1n- 
sti,tuwfanhi'zeyfon, -,tyuw-/ n. [noncount] 
instr., an abbreviation of: 1. instructor. 2. instrument. 3. 
instrumental. 
inestruct (in strukt’) /in'strakt/ v. 1. [~ + obj (+ in + 
obj)] to provide (someone) with knowledge, esp. by a 
systematic method: The teacher instructed her students 
in mathematics. 2. to give (Someone) orders or 
directions; direct; order; command: [~ + obj + to + 
verb): She instructed us to leave one by one. [~ (+ obj); 
used in quotations)]. “Concentrate,” he instructed her, 
‘and think about what to do next.” See -sTRu-. 
inestrucetion (in struk/shen) /in'strakfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act or practice of instructing: methods of in- 
struction using computers. 2. [noncount] knowledge or 
information imparted: The course gives you a fot of in- 
struction but not very much that is useful. 3. [count] 
Usually, instructions. [plural] orders, directions, or ad- 
vice: The book was entitled “Instructions for the Lonely.” 
—in-struc/tion-al, adj.: instructional materials for the 
classroom, such as overhead projectors. See -stRu-. 
inestruc-tive (in struk/tiv) /in'straktiv/ adj. serving to 
instruct: an instructive lesson on hotel management. See 
-STRU-. 
inestruc-tor (in struk/tar) /in'straktor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who instructs; teacher. 2. a teacher in a college 
or university who ranks below an assistant professor. See 
-STRU-. 
inestruement (in/stra meant) /‘instramoant/ n. [count] 1. a 
mechanical implement, esp. one used for delicate work: 
surgical instruments. 2. a device for producing musical 
sounds: Her instrument is the trombone. 3. a means by 
which something is done: an instrument of government. 
4. a device for measuring the value of something 
watched, esp. one used in navigation of aircraft: Sud- 
denly the instruments went dead. 5. a formal legal docu- 
ment, such as a draft or bond: negotiable instruments. 
See -STRU-. 
in-struemenstal (in/stra men/tl) /instro'ment!/ adj. 1. 
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serving or acting as an instrument: Your linguistics pro- 
fessor was instrinmental in getting me that job. 2. per- 
formed on a musical instrument, and not including the 
voice: an instrumental piece for piano. —n. [count] 3. a 
piece of music played by instruments, and not including 
the voice: The band played a short instrumental. See 
-STRU-. 

inestruemen-taleist (in/stra men/tl ist) /instra'mentlrst/ 
n. [count] a person who plays a musical instrument. See 
-STRU-. 

inestruemen-ta-tion (in’stra men tā/shən) /,mstrom- 
en'teyfon/ n. [noncount] 1. the arranging of music for 
instruments. 2. the use of instruments. 3. an arrange- 
ment of instruments, as on a cars dashboard: The in- 
strummentation on this year’s model is efficient. See 
-STRU-. 

inesub-or-dienate (in’sa bôr/dn it) /,mnso'bordnit/ adj. 
not obeying superiors; disobedient: fired for being insub- 
ordinate. —in-esub-or-diena-tion (in’/sa b6r’dn a/shan) 
/mso,bordn'eyfon/ n. (noncount): fired for insubordina- 
tion. See -ORD-. 

in-subestan-tial (in’sab stan/shal) /ınsəb'stænfəl/ adj. 
1. not substantial; not real: The experience now seems 
as insubstantial as a dream. 2. not solid or firm; weak; 
flimsy: an insubstantial support on a Chair. See -STAN-. 

in-suf-fer-a-ble (in suffar ə bal) /ın'safərəbəl/ adj. not 
to be endured; intolerable: an insufferable, spoiled brat. 
—in-suf/fer-a-bly, adv.: kids behaving insufferably all 
day. 

in-suf-fi-cient (in/sə fish’ant) /,mnsa'frfont/ adj. not suf- 
ficient; lacking in what is necessary or required: insuffi- 
cient funds. —in/suf-fi/cient-ly, adv. 

inesuelar (in’sa lər, ins’ya-) /‘insalor, 'ınsyə-/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to an island or islands: Japan's insular 
possessions. 2. narrow-minded; provincial: their insular 
attitrdes toward education. —inesular-iety (in/sa lar/i tē, 
ins/ya-) /,mnso'keritiy, ,insyo-/ n. (noncount) 

in-su-late (in’sa lat’, ins’ya-) /‘Insa,leyt, 'insyə-/ v. [~ + 
obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to cover or separate with a ma- 
terial that prevents or reduces the passage of heat, elec- 
tricity, or sound: They insulated the pipes and windows. 
2. to protect (someone) too much: You can't insulate 
your Children from evil forever. —in/susla’tor, n. [count]: 
The cord acts as an insulator. 

inesuslaetion (in/sə lā/shən, ins/yə-) /,ınsə'leyfən, 
Insya-/ n. [noncount] 1. material used for insulating: 
used fiberglass insulation in their attic. 2. the act of insu- 
lating; the state of being insulated. 

in-suslin (in/sə lin, ins/yə-) /'insəlin, 'rnsyə-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a hormone that controls how glucose is ab- 
sorbed and used by the body. 2. any of several prepara- 
tions of this substance, used for treating diabetes. 
inesult (v. in sult’; n. insult) / v. tn'salt; n. 'insalt/ v. [7 
+ obj] 1. to treat (someone) with deep contempt; be 
rude to: insulted him with her remarks abont his waist- 
line. 2. to offend or demean: a TV sitcom that insults my 
intelligence. —n. (count) 3. a rude action or remark: 
traded insults with his rival. 4 something having the ef- 
fect of an insult: That show is an insult to my intelligence. 
—in-sult/ing, adj.: insulting remarks. 

in-su-per-aeble (in sdo/par ə bal) /in'suwporabol/ adj. 
that cannot be overcome: insuperable difficulties right at 
the beginning. 

in-sup-port-a-ble (in’so por/ta bal, -pOr/-) 
/,msa'portabol, -'powr-/ adj. 1. that cannot be endured; 
unbearable: insupportable stress. 2. that cannot be justi- 
fied, as by evidence: The paper's account was full of in- 
supportable accusations. 

in-sureance (in shddr’ans, -shir’-) /in'forons, -'far-/ n. 
1. [moncoint] the act, system, or business of insuring 
property, life, etc., against loss or harm in return for pay- 
ment. 2. [orcount]) coverage under a contract in which 
one party agrees to compensate another for a loss: He 
had life insurance that was enough to support his chil- 
dren. 3. [noncount) the amount for which anything is in- 
sured: His insurance was $50,000. 4. any means of guar- 
anteeing against loss or harm: [noncont): to take 
vitanin C as insurance against colds. (count; usually sin- 
gular): As an insurance against being swindled, they ex- 
arnined the car carefully before buyirig. See -CURA-. 
insure (in shòr/, -shûr/) /tn'for, -'fər/ v. [~ + obj], 
-sured, -sur-ing. 1. to guarantee (someone or some- 
thing) against death, loss, or damage: The car was in- 
sured. 2. ENSURE. —inesur’a-ble, adj. —in-sur/er, n. 
[count] See -CURA-. 

in-sured (in shdord’, -shtird’) /mn'ford, -'Jard/ n., pl in- 
sured. (count; usually: the + ~] a person whose life or 
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property is covered by an insurance policy: The insured 
has a chance to get his or her money back. See -CURA-. 

ine-sur-gent (in sir/jant) /m'ssrdzont/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who takes part in armed resistance to an estab- 
lished government; a rebel. —adj. [before a noun] 2. ris- 
ing in revolt; rebellious. —inesur/gence, n. (count): an 
insurgence in the mountainous regions by rebels. [non- 
count): government troops trying to fight against insur- 
gence from the north. 

inesuremounteaeble (in/sər = moun/ta bəl) /,ıns- 
or'mawntobal/ adj. that cannot be overcome: facing in- 
surmountable problems. 

inesurerecetion (in/sə rek/shən) /,inso'rekJon/ n. an act 
or instance of rising in rebellion against an established 
government: [noncount): The slightest hint of insurrec- 
tion would not be tolerated by the government. [count): 
The government fought two insurrections. —in/sur-rec’- 
tion-ist, n. [count] See -RECT-. 

int., an abbreviation of: 1. interest. 2. interim. 3. inte- 
rior. 4. interjection. 5. internal. 6. international. 7. in- 
transitive. 

in-tact (in takt’) /rn'takt/ adj. not changed, broken, re- 
duced in ability, or diminished: /n spite of falling, the 
vase was still intact. Despite misfortune, my faith re- 
mained intact. See -Tact-. — Syn. See COMPLETE. 

in-take (in/tak’) /'ın,teyk/ n. [count] 1. the opening at 
which a fluid is taken into a channel, etc. 2. an act or in- 
stance of taking in. 3. [count; usually singular] some- 
thing taken in: an intake of several thousand dollars a 
month. 

in-tan-gi-ble (in tan/ja bal) /in'tand3zabol/ adj. 1. that 
cannot be touched or felt; impalpable: an intangible 
presence in the spooky room. —n. [count] 2. something 
intangible, esp. an asset, as goodwill: We hired him be- 
cause of several intangibles he seemed to possess. 

in-te-ger (inti jar) /‘intrd3ar/ n. [count] one of the posi- 
tive or negative numbers 1, 2, 3, etc., or zero, not a frac- 
tion; a whole number. See -TACT-. 

in-te-gral (in’ti gral, in teg/ral) /‘mtigrol, m'tegral/ adj. 
1. [wsually; before a noun] of or belonging as an essen- 
tial part of the whole; necessary to completeness: an in- 
tegral part. 2. relating to or being an integer; not a frac- 
tion. —n. [count] 3. an integral whole. See -TACT-. 

in-te-grate (in/ti grat’) /‘intr,greyt/ v., -grat-ed, -grat- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj (+ into + obj)] to bring together, com- 
bine, or incorporate into a whole or into a larger unit: He 
integrated several ideas from that novelist into his writ- 
ing. 2. to (cause to) become part of a larger unit, as by 
giving equal opportunity and consideration to: [~ + obj]: 
to integrate an individual into society. [no obj): My immi- 
grant grandmother lived in this country for eighty years 
birt she never integrated into the society. 3. [~ + obj] to 
make (a school, etc.) open or available to all racial and 
ethnic groups: By the end of the sixties the restaurants 
were integrated. —in/te-gra/ted, adj.: to fight for a fully 
integrated school. —in-te-gra-tion (in/ti grā/shən) 
/antr'greyfon/ n. (noncount): fought for integration for 
all races. —in/te-gra/tive, adj. See -TACT-. 

in-teg-riety (in teg/ri tē) /in'tegritiy/ n. [moncount) 1. 
honesty; soundness of moral quality: The judge is a man 
of integrity. 2. the state of being whole or entire: fo pre- 
serve the integrity of the empire. See -TACT-. 

in-tel-lect (in/tl ekt’) /'rntlekt/ n. [count] 1. [the part of 
the mind by which one knows or understands. 2. a per- 
son who has a great capacity for learning. See -LEG-. 

in-tel-lec-tueal (in’tl ek/chōö al) /,mtl'ektfuwoal/ adj. 1. 
appealing to the intellect: intellectual pursuits. 2. of or 
relating to the intellect: The intellectual powers of the 
mind conflict with the emotional part. 3. placing a high 
value on the intellect: an intellectual fellow, always read- 
ing philosophy and physics. —n. [count] 4. a person who 
values or pursues intellectual interests: an intellectual 
who liked to keep up with many different subjects. —in/’- 
tel-lec/tu-al-ly, adv. See -LEG-. 

in-tel-liegence (in tel/i jans) /mn'telidgans/ n. [ponconnt) 
1. capacity for learning, reasoning, and understanding: 
Do computers have any intelligence? 2. mental alertness 
or quickness of understanding: writes with intelligence 
and wit. 3. news received or given, esp. about an enemy. 
4. an organization that gathers such information: military 
intelligence, See -LEG-. 

intelligent (in teli jant) /in'telidgant/ adj. 1. having 
strong intelligence: an intelligent student. 2. displaying 
quickness of intelligence: His intelligent replies im- 
pressed the questioners. 3. (of an electronic device) con- 
taining built-in processing power: an intelligent terminal, 
not a dinmib one. —in-tel/li-gent-ly, adv. See -LEG-. 
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in-tel-li-egent-si-a (in tei jent/’sē ə, -gent-) 
/in,tel'd3entsiya, -'gent-/ n. [plural; used with a plural 
verb; often: the + ~] intellectuals thought of as a group 
or Class, esp. as an elite: The intelligentsia are often dis- 
trusted. 

in-tel-li-gi-ble (in tel/i ja bal) /in'telid3zabal/ adj. capable 
of being understood; comprehensible: dialects that are 
mutually intelligible. —in-tel-liegi-bileiety (in tel/i ja bil7- 
i tē) /in,telidza'bilitiy/ m. (noncourit]) —in-tel/liegi-bly, 
adv. 

in-tem-per-ate (in tem/pər it, -prit) /in'temporit, -prit/ 
adj. 1. uncontrolled in one’s drinking habits: Mis inter- 
perate consuniption of alcohol. 2. uncontrolled in other 
habits: intemperate criticism. 3. extreme in temperature, 
as climate: the intemperate climate of Greenland. —in- 
tem-per-ance (in tem/par ans, -prans) /in'temporans, 
-pronshyphnb/ n. (noncount) 

in-tend (in tend’) /in'tend/ v. 1. [usually not: be + 
~ jing] to have in mind as something to be done; aim: [~ 
+ to + verb]: We intend to leave in a month. {~ + verb- 
ing): He had not interided staying for another week. 2. 
[uot: be + ~-ing] to mean for a particular purpose: [~ + 
obj). The fund was intended for emergency use only. {~ 
+ obj + as + obj): I intended the coniputer programs 
as aids to the teacher. [~ + obj + to + verb): I in- 
tended the programs to be aids to the teacher. [~ + that 
clause): f intended that the programs sliould be used as 
teaching aids. 3. (~ + obj; not: be + ~ing; often: be + 
~-ed + by] (of words, terms, statements, etc.) to mean 
or signify: Fm sorry about those remarks; no insult was 
intended by them. See -TEND-. 

in-tend-ed (in ten/did) /in'tendid/ adj. 1. proposed; de- 
sired: the intended effect. 2. done purposely; intentional: 
an intended snub, 3. (usually; before a noun] prospec- 
tive; expected to be: his intended wife. —n. [count; sin- 
gular) 4. tnformal. the person one plans to marry; one’s 
fiancé or fiancée: She's my intended. See -TEND-. 

in-tense (in tens’) /in'tens/ adj. 1. occurring in a high 
degree: a wall of intense heat from the blazing building. 
2. strong in feeling or emotion; ardent: an intense dislike 
for each other. 3. concentrated and strenuous: intense 
thought. 4. showing seriousness, strong feeling, or ten- 
sion: He's very intense during interviews. —in-tense/ly, 
adv. See -TEND-. 

ineten-si-fi-er (in ten’sa fi’ar) /in'tensa,fayar/ u. [count] 
1. a person or thing that intensifies, or makes more in- 
tense. 2. a word, esp. an adverb, that increases the 
strength of or emphasis on the word or phrase it is used 
with: Words like very, quite, completely, amazingly, and 
extremely are irtensifiers: She is very/quite beautiful. He 
is completely crazy. See -TEND-. 

in-ten-si-fy (in ten’sa fi/) /in'tensa,fay/ v., -fied, -fy- 
ing. to (cause to) become intense or more intense: [no 
obj): The pain in my back seemed to intensify. [~ + 
obj): Stretching out on the floor intensified the pain. 
—in-ten-si-fi-ca-tion (in ten/sa fi ka’shan) 
/in tensofi'keyfan/ n. (noncount) See -TEND-. 

ineten-si-ty (in ten/si tē) /in'tensitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the quality of being intense. 2. [noncourit] 
great energy, strength, or force, as of activity or feeling: 
He answered with intensity that he hated materialism. 3. 
[noncount] the strength or sharpness of a color. 4. 
[count] Physics. magnitude, as of energy or a force per 
unit of area, volume, time, etc. See -TEND-. 

in-ten-sive (in ten/siv) /in'tensiv/ adj. 1. of or charac- 
terized by intensity: The witness liad to undergo intensive 
questioning. 2. This word is used after nouns and other 
roots to mean “requiring or having a high amount or 
concentration of’ the quality or element mentioned: /a- 
bor-intensive (= requiring a high amount of labor). 3. (of 
a grammatical form or construction) showing increased 
emphasis or force: Tlie adverb certainly is an intensive 
adverb. In the sentence | did it myself the pronoun my- 
self is an intensive pronoun but in the sentence | hurt 
myself the word myself is a reflexive pronoun. —n. 
[count] 4. an intensive form or construction. —in-ten/- 
sively, adv. —in-ten/sive-ness, n. (ronconrt] See 
-TEND-. 

inten’sive care’, n. [noncourt] the use of specialized 
equipment and personnel for continuous care of some- 
one critically ill, usually in a special area in a hospital (an 
inten/sive care’ u/nit). 

inetent! (in tent’) /in'tent/ n. 1. [count; usually singular] 
something intended; intention: The original intent was to 
raise funds. 2. [noncount) the act or fact of intending, as 
to do something: The burglar entered the house with 
criminal intent. 3. [noncount] meaning; significance; ba- 


sic idea. —-Idiom. 4. to or for all intents and pur- 
poses, for all practical purposes; practically speaking: /Hs 
adoptive father was for all intents and purposes his real 
father. 

in-tent? (in tent’) /in'tent/ adj. 1. firmly fixed or directed: 
gave us an intent stare. 2. [be + ~) having the attention 
sharply fixed on something: / was intent on my work and 
didn't hear you. 3. [be + ~] determined or resolved: was 
intent on revenge. —in-tent/ly, adv. —in-tent/ness, 1. 
[noncount] 

in-ten-tion (in ten/shən) /in'tenfən/ n. 1. [norncount] an 
act or instance of deciding upon an action; plan: His in- 
tention was to spend a month in Spain. 2. intentions, 
[plural] a. general purposes; attitude toward the effect of 
one’s actions: He's constantly making mistakes, but at 
least he has good intentions. b. purpose or attitude with 
respect to marrying someone: Are his intentions serious? 

in-ten-tion-al (in ten’sha nl) /in'tenfonl/ adj. done with 
intention; deliberate; planned: an intentional insult. —ine 
ten/tion-al-ly, adv.: dropped the plate intentionally. 

in-ter (in tur’) /in'tsr/ v. [~ + obj], -terred, -ter-ring. to 
place (a dead body) in a grave or tomb; bury. 

inter-, prefix. inter- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “between, among”: intercity (= between cities); 
interdepartmental (= between or among departments). 

inter., an abbreviation of: intermediate. 

in-ter-act (in/tar akt’) /intor'wkt/ v. to act upon one 
another: [no obj]: When the two chemicals interact they 
form a gas. [~ + with + obj]: One chemical interacts 
with the other. —in/tereac/tion, n. [noricourit]: social 
interaction between men and women. (count): day-to-day 
interactions. —in/ter-ac/tive, adj.: Interactive video lets 
the user decide what to see on the screen. 

ine-ter-cede (in’tar sēd/) /ntor'siyd/ v. [no obj), 
-ced-ed, -ced-ing. 1. to speak in behalf of someone, 
esp. so as to gain a favor or save from harm: to inter- 
cede with the governor for a condemned man. 2. to try 
to settle differences between two groups; mediate: Switz- 
erland was willing to intercede in the dispute. See -cEDe-. 

in-ter-cept (v. in/tər sept’; n. in/tər sept’) / v. ant- 
ar'sept; n. 'intoər,sept/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to seize or halt 
(someone or something on the way from one place to 
another): to intercept a messenger. 2. to take possession 
of (a ball or puck) during a pass by the opposing team: 
intercepted three of his first five passes. —n. [count] 3. 
an act of intercepting. 4. an intercepted message. —in/- 
ter-cep/tion, n. (norcournt): More interception of eneniy 
signals is now possible. [count]: three interceptions out 
of his first five passes. —in/ter-cep/tor, n. [count] See 
-CEP-. 

in-ter-ces:sion (in/ter sesh’an) /ntor'sefon/ n. 1. 
[moncount] an act or instance of interceding. 2. [count] 
an act of pleading on behalf of another person: interces- 
sions on behalf of the condenined criminal. See -ceve-. 

in-ter-change (v. in/tar chanj’; n. in’tar chanj’) / v. ın- 
tar'tfeynd3; n. 'Intar,tfeynd3/ v., -changed, -chang:ing, 
nu. —v. 1. to cause (one thing) to change places with an- 
other: [~ + obj]: to interchange pieces of modular furni- 
ture. [no obj): The two sides interchange every other 
game. —n. [court] 2. an act or instance of interchang- 
ing: the free interchange of ideas. 3. a highway intersec- 
tion in which vehicles may move from one road to an- 
other without crossing traffic: an accident at the last 
interchange. 

in-terechange-a-ble  (in/tar chan/ja bəl) /ıīnt- 
ar'tfeyndzabal/ adj. that can be interchanged: The two 
parts are interchangeable, so it doesn't matter which one 
you use. 

in-tere-com (in/tar kom/) /‘intor,kom/ s. (count) a com- 
munication system within a building, etc., with a receiver 
for listening and a microphone for speaking at two or 
more points. 

ineter-con-nect (in’tar kə nekt/) /intarko'nekt/ v. to 
(cause to) be or become connected: [no obj): The bed- 
room arid bathroom interconnect. [~ + obj): Try to in- 
terconnect the various ideas. See -neEc-. 
in-ter-con-ti-nen-tal (in/təar kon/tn enti) / nt- 
or,kontn'entl/ adj. 1. between or among continents: in- 
tercontinental travel. 2. capable of traveling between 
continents: intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
in-ter-course (in/tər kôrs/, -kōrs/) /‘intar,kors, -,kowrs/ 
n. [noncount] 1. dealings or communication between in- 


dividuals, groups, etc.: social intercourse. 2. sexual 
relations. See -cour-. 
in-ter-cul-tursal (in/tər kul/char al) /,intor'kaltforal/ 


adj. relating to two or more cultures. 


in-ter-de-part-men-tal (in/tor dé/part men/tl, -di- 
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part-) /intar,diypart'mentl, -dipart-/ adj. involving two or 
more departments: interdepartmental rivalry. 

in-ter-de-pend-ent (in/tar di  pen/dant) = /,1nto- 
rdi'pendant/ adj. depending on each other. —in/ter-de- 
pend/ence, n. (noncount) See -PEND-. 

in-ter-dict (n. in/tar dikt/; v. in/tər dikt’) / n. ‘intor,dikt; 
v. intar'dikt/ m. [count] 1. any act or decree that prohib- 
its: an interdict by the church officials. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to forbid or cut off by decree: The country was inter- 
dicted. 3. to cut off or reduce the flow of (troops, etc.) or 
hinder the use of (a road, etc.) by ground fire or bomb- 
ing. —in’ter-dic/tion, n. [noncount) See -DICT-. 

in-ter-dis-ci-plienar-y (in/ter dis’a pla ner’é) /,int- 
ar'disopla,neriy/ adj. involving two or more disciplines or 
fields. 

in-ter-est (in/tar ist, -trist) /‘intorist, -trist/ n. 1. a feel- 
ing of having one’s attention attracted by something: 
[count]: an interest in architecture. [noncount): | lost in- 
terest in the movie. 2. [count] something that arouses 
such feelings: Chess is his only interest. 3. [noncount) 
the power to excite such feelings: a subject that holds lit- 
tle interest for me. 4. [noncount] concern or importance: 
a matter of great interest. 5. [count] a cause, etc., in 
which a person has a concern: made that slow business 
a going interest. 6. [count] a legal share, right, or title, 
as in the ownership of property: a small interest in the 
property he inherited from his mother. 7. [count] Often, 
interests. [plural a group having influence on and often 
financially involved in an area of activity: Big Oil interests 
in congressional races. 8. benefit; advantage: [often: 
interests; plural): We have your best interests in mind. 
[noncount): Its in your best interest. 9. [noncount) 
money paid or charged for a loan (often expressed as a 
percent): borrowed at 8 percent interest. 10. [noncount) 
something added to be more than an exact equivalent: 
returned the insult with interest. —v. [~ + obj; not: be 
+ ~-ing]11. to excite the attention of: Nothing interests 
her anymore. [it + ~ + obj + that clause): It interests 
me that you want to see him. 12. to concern (a person, 
etc.); to be in the interests of: The fight for peace 
interests most nations. 13. to cause to participate: Can / 
interest you in dinner and a movie? —Idiom. 14. in 
the interest(s) of, for the sake of; on behalf of: acting in 
the interests of good government. 

in-ter-est-ed (in/trə stid, -tə res’tid) § /‘introstid, 
-to,restid/ adj. 1. having an interest in something: He 
was interested in what I had to say. 2. having one’s at- 
tention attracted by something: The interested fan never 
noticed the pickpocket at work on his wallet. 3. (usually: 
before a noun] influenced by personal reasons to act or 
believe in a certain way: / am not an interested witness, 
I'm completely neutral. 

in/terest group’, n. [count] a group of people acting 
together for a common interest. 

in-ter-est-ing (in’tar ə sting, -tra sting) /‘intorastin, 
-trastin/ adj. exciting the attention; intriguing: an inter- 
esting book. [it + be + ~ + (thal) clause): It was inter- 
esting that she should return to the scene of the murder. 

in-ter-face (n. in’tar fas’; v. also in/tar fas’) / n. 'int- 
or,feys; v. also jinter'feys/ n., v., -faced, -fac-ing. —n. 
[court] 1. the area linking several disciplines or fields of 
study. 2. something that makes it possible for separate 
elements to work together or communicate: A new com- 
puter interface allows these machines to communicate. 
—yv. 3. to (cause to) be brought into an interface: [no 
obj): The systems could not interface. [~ + obj): to in- 
terface the two systems. 4. [~ + with + obj) to meet or 
communicate directly: His job required him to interface 
with the Art Department. See -FACE-. 

in-ter-fere (in’tor fér’) /intor'fior/ v. [no obj; often; ~ 
+ with + obj), -fered, -fer-ing. 1. to hamper, hinder, or 
block someone or something: The television interferes 
with his studying. 2. to take part in the affairs of others; 
meddle: His in-laws were always interfering in his life. 3. 
(in a game or sport) to get in the way of an opposing 
player illegally. 4. Physics. to cause interference: My 
computer monitor interferes witli the television reception. 
See -FER-. 

in-ter-fer-ence (in/ter fEr%ans) /intor'fiorons/ nu. [rori- 
court) 1. an act or an instance of interfering: constant 
interference in trying to finish his work. 2. the mixed-up 
sounds or images resulting when a radio or television 
picks up unwanted signals: We could not watch Channel 
5 last night; there was too muuch interference. See -FER-. 
in-ter-fer-on (in/tar fér’on) /intor'fioron/ nu. [oncount 
any of various proteins that interfere with reproduction of 
an invading virus. 
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interim (in’tar am) /‘intaram/ n. [noncount) 1. in the 
interim, in the time period between another time; mean- 
time: In the interim, we'll wait for an answer. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. temporary; provisional: An interim gov- 
ernment was appointed. 

in-teerivor (in tērē ar) /in'tioriyar/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. located within or inside; inner: an interior view. 2. sit- 
uated inland from the coast or border: the interior 
regions of Tanzania. —n. [count] 3. the internal or inner 
part; inside: the interior of a watermeton. 4. the inside of 
a building, etc.: roomy interiors. 5. [usually singular; 
usually: the + ~ the inland parts of a region, etc.: How 
far into the interior should we go? 

inte’rior decora/tion, n. [noncount] the planning of 
the color schemes and other decorative parts of the 
insides of a house, etc. —inte’rior dec/orator, n. 
[count] 

interj., an abbreviation of: interjection. 

in-ter-ject (in/tər jekt/) /,intor'dzekt/ v. to insert or 
make (a remark), often suddenly: [n0 obj): May I interject 
for just a moment? [~ + obj): to interject a remark. 
[used with quotations]: “Just a minute, Mr. Chairman, l 
object!” he interjected. See -JEC-. 

in-ter-jec-tion (in/tər jek/shan) /,intor'd3ekfan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of interjecting. 2. [count] something 
interjected, as a remark. 3. [count] a word or short 
phrase used to express emotion, such as Hey! Oh! Ouch! 
Ugh! Good grief! Indeed! Abbr.: interj. See -JEC-. 

interlace (in/tər lds’, in/tər las’) /,intor'leys, 'int- 
ər,leys/ v., -laced, -lac-ing. 1. to cross one another as if 
woven together: [no obj): Their hands interlaced. [~ + 
obj): They interlaced their hands together. 2. [~ + obj 
+ with] to mix together: She interlaced her lecture on 
Schubert with some of his music. 

in-ter-leuekin (in/tər 160/kKin) /‘intor,luwkin/ n. [non- 
count] a protein in the body's defense system that stimu- 
lates the growth and action of white blood cells. 

in-terslock (in/tar lok’) /,intar'lok/ v. 1. to fit into each 
other, as in machinery, so that various parts work to- 
gether: [no obj]: The gears interlock with the teeth and 
turn the wheels at different speeds. [~ + obj): to inter- 
lock the parts together. 2. to interweave, interlace, or in- 
terrelate, one with another: [no obj): The branches of the 
trees interlock to form an archway. [~ + obj): They inter- 
locked their arms and walked off. 

ineter-loc-ustor (in/tar lok’ya ter) /antər'lokyətər/ n. 
[count] a person who takes part in a conversation. —ine 
ter-loc-euctorry (in/tar lok’ya tôre, -tdr/-) /ant- 
ar'lokya,toriy, -,towr-/ adj. See -LOQ-. 

in-ter-lop-er (in/tar l0/par) /‘intor,lowpar/ n. [count] a 
person who intrudes on the field of interest or business 
of others. 

in-ter-lude (in/tar lood’) /‘intor,luwd/ n. [count] 1. an 
episode, period, or space that comes between others: a 
quiet interlude between storms. 2. a short musical piece 
between the acts of a play. See -Lup-. 

in-tersmarery (in/tar mar/é) /ntor'meriy/ v. [no obj), 
-ried, -ry-ing. 1. to become connected by marriage, as 
two families, tribes, or religions: To end the feud, the two 
tribes intermarried. 2. to marry within a group. —in-ter- 
mar-riage (in’/tar mar/ij) /intor'merid3/ n. (noncount) 

inetereme-di-ar-y (in/tar me/dé er/é) lant- 
ər'miydiy,eriy/ n., pl. -ies, adj. —n. [count] 1. a person 
who comes between two groups and acts as a mediator 
to bring them into agreement; a go-between. —adj. 2. 
being between: an intermediary stage in development. 3. 
serving as an intermediary between persons or parties: 
an intermediary diplomatic attaché. 

in-tersme-di-ate (in/tar mé/dé it) /,intor'miydiyit/ adj. 
1. being, located, or acting between two points, stages, 
things, persons, etc.: intermediate steps in a procedure. 
2. of or relating to an intermediate school or grade, be- 
tween primary school and high school. 3. between the 
levels of beginner and advanced: an intermediate-level 
textbook. See -MEDI-. 

ineterement (in tir/mant) /in'tarmoant/ n. [poncount) the 
act or ceremony of interring; burial. 

ineteremi-ena-ble (in tir’ma na bəl) /in'tsrmonabal/ adj. 
seeming to last forever; endless: his interminable chatter 
about his accomplishments. —ineter/miena-bly, adv. 
See -TERM-. 

in-ter-min-gle (in/tar minggal) /,intor'mingol/ v., -gled, 
-gling. to mingle, one with another; intermix: [no obj): 
The two groups intermingled during the coffee break, 
then separated. [~ + obj): to intermingle the groups. 

in-teremisesion (in/tar mish’an) /,intor'mifon/ n. an in- 
terval, as between acts of a play, parts of a performance, 
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or periods of play in a sport: [court]: Afer a short iriter- 
mission the play continued. [noncount): During intertiis- 
sion they serve drinks and snacks. See -Mis-. 

in-ter-mit-tent (in/tər mit/nt) /intor'mitnt/ adj. stop- 
ping for a time, then starting again: intermittent pain. 
—in/ter-mit/tent-ly, adv.: During the earthquake the 
lights flickered intermittently. See -Mit-. 

ineter>mix (in/tər miks/) /,intor'miks/ v. to mix together; 
intermingle: [no obj): I the two groups internix they may 
find solutions for each other's problenis. (~ + obj): Let's 
interniix the two groups. 

in-tern! (in turn’) /in'tsrn / v. [~ + obj] to imprison or 
keep (Someone) within certain limits, as prisoners of war 
or enemy aliens. —in-tern’ment, n. [noncoutt) 

instern? (in’tGrn) /'intsrn/ n. [court] 1. a resident meni- 
ber of the medical staff of a hospital, usually a recent 
medical school graduate, serving as a trainee under the 
supervision of a fully qualified doctor. 2. anyone working 
as a trainee, (sometimes without pay) to gain practical 
experience in an occupation. —v. [110 obj) 3. to serve as 
an intern: journalism students interning on a newspaper. 
—in/tern:ship’, n. [count] 

ine-ter-nal (in tûr/nl) /in'tsrnl/ adj. 1. situated or existing 
in the interior of something; of or relating to the inside or 
inner part: the internal organs of the body. 2. [before a 
nour] of or relating to the domestic affairs of a country: a 
bureau of internal affairs. 3. relating to or occurring 
within an organization, as a corporation: an internal 
memo from one department head to another. 4. [before 
a nouti] to be taken into the body, esp. orally: medicine 
for internal use only. —in-ter/nalely, adv. 

inter/nal-combus/tion en/’gine, n. [count] an engine 
in which the process of combustion or the burning of fuel 
takes place within the engine’s cylinders. 

ineter-nal-ize (in tdr/nl iz) /in'tarnlayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to take in (something from outside, as cul- 
ture or moral values) and make it one’s own: She Has in- 
ternalized many of the values of lier parents. 

in-terena-tioneal (in’tar nash’a nl) /,intor'nafonl/ adj. 
1. involving two or more nations: international trade. 2. 
of or relating to two or more nations or their citizens: a 
matter of great international concern. 3. thinking in ways 
that go beyond national boundaries or the viewpoints of 
individual countries: Living abroad gave them a more in- 
ternational outlook. —n. [count] 4. an organization, busi- 
ness, or group having branches, dealings, or members in 
several countries. —in/ter-na/tion-al-ly, adv.: interna- 
tionally famious. See -NAT-. 

in-tersnastion-al-ism (in’tar nash’a nl iz’am) /,int- 
or'nefonl,izom/ n. [noncount] the principle of coopera- 
tion among nations to achieve the common good. 

Interna/tional Phonet/ic Al/phabet, n. [proper 
noun; the + ~] a set of symbols created by the Interna- 
tional Phonetic Association to provide a consistent sys- 
tem for writing down the speech sounds of any language. 
Abbr.: |PA 

in-ter-ne-cine (in/tər nē/sēn, -sin, -nes’én, -nes/in) 
/intor'niysiyn, -sayn, -'nesiyn, -'nesayn/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun] 1. of or relating to conflict or struggle 
within a group: an internecine feud. 2. having or result- 
ing in great destruction or slaughter: an internecine bat- 
tle. 

in-tern-ee (in/tûr né/) /intsr'niy/ n. [court], pi. -ees. a 
person who is or has been interned, as a prisoner of war. 

in-terneist (in’tir nist, in tir/nist) /intsrntst, mn'tsrnist/ 
n. [count] a physician specializing in the diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases not requiring surgery. 

in-ter-of-fice (in’tar O/fis, -offis) /intor'ofis, -'nfis/ adj. 
[before a noun] functioning or communicating between 
the offices of a company or organization: an interoffice 
memo. 

in-ter-per-soneal (in/tar ptir’sa nl) /intor'psrsonl/ adj. 
of, relating to, or involving relations between persons: 
skilled in resolving interpersonal conflicts. 
in-ter-plan-e-tar-y (in’‘tar planfi ter/ē) /ant- 
or'plani,teriy/ adj. being or occurring between planets: 
interplanetary travel. 

in-ter-play (in/tər pla’) /‘intor,pley/ n. [noncount] inter- 
action: the clever interplay of color, sound, and image in 
that video. 

in-ter-po-late (in tûr/pə lat’) /in'tsrpaleyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to introduce (something additional 
or extra) between other things or parts; insert; interject, 
interpose: to interpolate an unwanted comment. —in» 
ter-po-la-tion (in tir/pa lā/shən) /in,tsrpə'leyfən/ n. 
[count] 

in-ter-pose (in’/tar poz7) /intor'powz/ v. [~ + obj], 
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-posed, -pos-ing. 1. to place between; step in; intervene: 
She interposed herself between her arguing brothers. 2. 
to put in (a remark, question, etc.) in the middle of a 
conversation or discussion: He interposed a wry observa- 
tion. —in-ter-po-sittion (in/tar pə zish’an) /,intar- 
pa'zifan/ n. Wroncount) See -Pos-. 

in-ter-pret (in ttr/prit) /in'tarprit/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
give or provide the meaning of; explain: to interpret a la- 
ble. 2. [~ + obj (+ as)] to understand (something said, 
ordered, or done) in a particular way: We chose to inter- 
pret the reply as favorable. 3. to translate what is said in 
a foreign language: [no obj): He interprets at the UN. [~ 
+ obj): He interpreted the speech for us. 4 [~ + obj] to 
bring out the meaning of (a dramatic work, a piece of 
music, etc.), as by performance or explanation: The stu- 
dent interpreted the symbolism in Yeats’ poem. —in» 
ter’pret-er, r. [count] 

in-ter-pre-ta-tion (in tir/pri tā/shən) /in,tsrpri'teyfan/ 
n. 1. the act of interpreting; the result or product of in- 
terpreting; explanation: [noncount): The message's 
meaning is open to interpretation. [count]: many differ- 
ent interpretations of his speech. 2. [count] an adapta- 
tion Or version of a creative work or Style: a modern de- 
signer's interpretation of Renaissance clothing. 

in-ter-pre-ta-tive (in tir/pri ta’tiv) /in'tarpri,teytiv/ adj. 
giving or providing an interpretation. 

in-ter-ra-cial (in/tər ra’%shal) /,intor'reyfal/ adj. of, in- 
volving, or for members of different races: interracial 
friendship. 

in-ter-re-late (in/tər ri lat’) /ntorri'leyt/ v., -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to bring or enter into a relation or connection: 
[~ + obj): Try to interrelate the two issues. [no obj): The 
two issues do not interrelate. —in’ter-re-lat/ed, adj. 

in-ter-ro-gate (in ter’a gat’) /in'tera,gcyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. to ask questions of (a person), esp. 
formally and thoroughly: The police interrogated them 
for hours. —ineter-ro-ga-tion (in tera ga/shan) 
/in,tera'geyfan/ n. [count]: The interrogations could go 
on for days. [noncount]: Under interrogation he is likely 
to tel! the police everything. —in-ter/ro-ga/tor, nı. 
[count] See -ROGA-. 

in-ter-rog-astive (in’ta rog/ə tiv) /into'rngativ/ adj. 1. 
of, relating to, forming, making up, or used in a ques- 
tion: There is an interrogative pronoun, what, in the in- 
terrogative sentence: What do you want? —n. [count] 2. 
an interrogative word, particle, or construction, as who, 
what, which. 

in-ter-rog-a-torry (in’ta rogfa_ tdré, -tōr/ē) 
/anto'roga toriy, -,towriy/ adj., nu., pl -to-ries. —adj. 1. 
expressing a question; interrogative. —n. [count] 2. a 
question; inquiry. 

in-ter-rupt (v. in/tə rupt7; n. in’ta rupt’) / v. into’rapt; 
n. ‘intarapt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to cause or make a break 
in the continuing progress of (a course, process, condi- 
tion, etc.): The flow of the river is interrupted by a water- 
falil. 2. [~ + obj] to break off or cause to stop: He inter- 
rupted his work to answer the bell. 3. to stop (a person) 
while speaking or working, esp. by a remark added in: 
[no Obj): Please don't interrupt. (~ + obj): He kept inter- 
rupting the boss whenever she spoke. [used with quota- 
tions]: “Wait a minute,” she interrupted, “I don’t agree.” 
—n. [count] 4. a hardware or software signal that tenipo- 
rarily stops the working of a program in a computer so 
that another procedure can be carried out. —in/ter- 
rup/tion, n. [count]: We should be safe fron: all interrup- 
tions. [poncount): working without interruption for hours. 
See -RUPT-. 

in-ter-sect (in’tar sekt’) /intor'sekt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
cut or divide by passing through or across: The highway 
intersects the town. 2. [no obj] to meet and cross: The 
two streets intersect at the red light. See -Sect-. 

in-ter-sec-tion (in/tar sek’shan) /ntor'sekfon/ n. 1. 
[count] a place where two or more roads meet; junction: 
There have been niany accidents at that intersection. 2. 
[noncount] the act or fact of intersecting: te angle 
formed at the point of intersection. See -SEctT-. 

in-ter-ses-sion (in/tar sesh’an) /‘intor,sefon/ nu. a pe- 
riod between two academic terms, sometimes used for 
brief supplementary courses: [count]: This year we have 
an intersession that lasts two weeks. [nonconnt]: What 
will you do during intersession? See -Sess-. 
in-ter-sperse (in/tar spiirs’) /,intor'sprs/ v., -spersed, 
-spers-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to scatter or place at intervals 
among other things: to irntersperse flowers aniong 
Shrubs. 2. [~ + obj + with + obj] to vary with some- 
thing scattered or placed at intervals: fo irfersperse a 
speech with anecdotes. 
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in-ter-state (adj. in’tar stat’; n. in/tər stat’) / adj. ant- 
ar'steyt; n. ‘In,tor steyt/ adj. [before a noun) 1. con- 
necting or involving different states: an interstate high- 
way; interstate trade. —n. [count] 2. [sonietimes: 
Interstate] a highway that is part of a nationwide U.S. sys- 
tem of highways connecting major cities. See -sTAT-. 

in-ter-stel-lar (in/tor stel’ar) /,intor'stelor/ adj. located 
or occurring between stars: interstellar dust. 

in-ter-stice (in tur/stis) /In'tarstis/ n. [count], pl. -stics 
es (-sta séz’, -sta siz) /-sta,siyz, -stasiz/. a small or nar- 
row space between things or parts: te interstices be- 
tween the slats of a fence. See -sTIT-. 

in-ter-twine (in’tor twin’) /,intor'twayn/ v., -twined, 
-twin-ing. to twine together: [~ + obj]: They intertwined 
their arins and walked off together. (no obj): Their arms 
intertwined as they walked off together. 

in-ter-ur-ban (in/tər ûr/bən) /,intar'srban/ adj. of, lo- 
cated in, or operating between two or more cities: arı in- 
terurban transit system. 

in-ter-val (in/tər val) /intorvol/ nu. [count] 1. a period of 
time coming between two others: An interval of 50 years 
of peace then followed. 2. a space between things, 
points, limits, etc.: The workers planned an interval of 
ten feet between each ferice post. 3. the difference in 
pitch between two musical tones sounded at the same 
time or one after the other. 4. Brit. INTERMISSION. 
—-Idiom. 5. at intervals, a. now and then: We met at 
intervals over the years. b. here and there: Wed see 
scrub grass arid trees growing at intervals. 

ineter-vene (in’tar ven’) /ntor'viyn/ v. [no obj], 
-vened, -ven-ing. 1. to come between people, groups, 
etc. who are disagreeing, in order to help make an 
agreement possible; intercede: His daughters would keep 
fighting until he intervened. 2. to occur or be between 
two things: A few years intervened before they met again. 
3. to occur between other events or periods: Nothing ini- 
portant has intervened since then. 4. to interfere with 
force or a threat of force: to intervene in the affairs of an- 
other country. —in-ter-ven-tion (in/tar ven’shan) /,1nt- 
ər'venfən/ n. [noncount] See -ven-. 

inetereview (in/tər vyōō/) /‘intor,vyuw/ n. [count] 1. a 
formal meeting in which one or more persons question, 
consult, or judge the worth of another person: an inter- 
view for a job. 2. a. a conversation or meeting in which a 
writer, reporter, or television host seeks information from 
one or more persons for a news story, broadcast, etc. b. 
the report of such a conversation. —v. 3. to give or con- 
duct an interview (with): [~ + obj): The reporter inter- 
viewed several witnesses. [no obj): The committee has 
been interviewing all day, but doesn't like any of the car- 
didates. 4. [no obj] to have an interview; be interviewed: 
The candidate interviewed with several companies before 
she chose ours. —in/ter-view-ee/, n. [count], pl. -ees: 
An interviewee may feel nervous wher being interviewed. 
—in/ter-view/er, n. [court] 

inetereweave (in/tar wév’) /intor'wiyv/ v., -wove or 
-weaved, -wo-ven or -wove or -weaved, -weav-ing. to 
weave together; intermingle: [10 obj): The melodies in- 
terweaved throughout the work. [~ + obj): interweaving 
truth with fiction. 

in-tes-tate (in tes/tat, -tit) /in'testeyt, -twt/ adj. 1. not 
having made a will: to die intestate. 2. not taken care of 
or distributed to heirs by means of a will: Her property 
remains intestate. —in-tes-taccy (in tes/ta Sē) 
/in'testasiy/ n. Lroncount] See -TEST-. 

in-tes-tienal (in tes/tə nl) /in'testan|/ adj. [usually before 
a nour] 1. of or relating to the intestines: intestinal fin. 
—Idiom. 2. intestinal fortitude, courage; willingness 
to continue in spite of unpleasantness; guts. 

in-tes-tine (in tes/tin) /in'testin/ nu. [count] 1. Usually, 
intestines. [plural] the lower part of the tube in the body 
that carries food, extending from the stomach to the 
anus. 2. Also called small intestine. the narrow, longer 
part of the intestines that serves to digest and absorb nu- 
trients. 3. Also called large intestine. the broad, shorter 
part of the intestines that absorbs water from digested 
food and eliminates the rest. 

inetisemascy (in’ta mə sé) /‘intomasiy/ n., ph -cies. 1. 
[roncount} the state of being intimate: Their intimacy 
was something she could never intrude on. 2. [count] an 
act that shows close feeling or intimate association: their 
litte intirnacies, like hotdirig hands. 

in-tiemate! (in/ta mit) /‘intomit/ adj. 1. associated in 
close personal relationship: intiruate friends. 2. [before a 
noun) private; personal: an intimate secret. 3. offering 
privacy; cozy: We had a romantic hurich at an intimate 
café. 4. [before a nom(of knowledge, understanding, 
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etc.) coming from close personal connection, study, or 
familiar experience; deep and detailed: intimate kriowl- 
edge of a subject. 5. engaging in or characterized by 
sexual relations: had been intimate more than once. 6. 
[before a noun] (of clothing) worn next to the skin: inti- 
mate lingerie. —n. [count] 7. an intimate friend or asso- 
ciate. —in/tiemate-ly, adv. 
in-tiemate? (in’ta mat’) /‘into,meyt/ v., -mat-ed, -mat 
ing. to indicate or make known indirectly; hint; imply; 
suggest: [~ + obj]: He intimated his dislike. (~ + (that) 
clause]: He intimated that he would accept if certain 
conditions were met. 
instiemastion (in’ta ma/shan) /,inta'meyfan/ n. [count] a 
hint or suggestion: gave few intimations about his 
intentions. 
in-timeiedate (in tim/i dat’) /in'timi,deyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to make timid; fill with fear: The 
bullies intimidated the new kids at school. 2. to cause a 
feeling of great awe in (someone): was not intimidated by 
the huge room where she had to give her speech. Sh [[~ 
+ obj + into + verb-ing] to force into or deter from 
some action by inducing fear: to intimidate a voter into 
staying away from the polls. —in-tim-i-da-tion (in tim/i- 
da/shan) /in,tumt'deyfan/ n. (noncount] 
in-tim-i-edat-ing (in tim’a da/ting) /in'tima,deytin/ adj. 
causing a feeling of fright, or of great awe: The building 
was designed to be intimidating. —in-tim/i-dat/ing-ly, 
adv. 
ineto (in/tdo; unstressed -t60, -ta) /‘Intuw; unstressed 
-tu, -ta/ prep. 1. to the inside of; in toward: He walked 
into the room. 2. toward or in the direction of: Are you 
going into town? 3. to a point of contact with; against: 
He accidentally backed his truck into a parked car. 4. 
This word is used to indicate insertion in: The computer 
wasn't plugged into the socket. 5. This word is used to 
indicate entry, inclusion, or introduction in a place or 
condition: She was received into the church. 6. to a cer- 
tain condition or form: The road has lapsed into disre- 
pair. 7. to an occupation, action, possession, or accept- 
ance of: He went into banking. 8. This word is used to 
indicate a continuing extent in time or space: The noise 
of the dog barking lasted well into the night. 9. This 
word is used between two numbers to indicate that the 
second number is to be divided by the first number: 2 
into 20 equals 10. 10. informal. interested or absorbed 
in, esp. obsessively; hooked on: She's into yoga. 11. In- 
formal. in debt to: Fm into him for ten dollars. 
in-tol-ereasble (in tol”ar a bəl) /in'tplarabal/ adj. that 
cannot be tolerated; so great that it cannot be endured: 
intolerable pain. —in-tol’er-a-bly, adv. 
in-tol-er-eant (in tol/ar ənt) /in'tnlorant/ adj. 1. not tol- 
erating or respecting beliefs, opinions, usages, manners, 
etc., that are different from one’s own: Some of those 
churchgoers are intolerant of other religions. 2. (usually: 
be + ~ + of] unable or unwilling to endure: That young 
child is intolerant of heat. —in-tol/er-ance, n. (non- 
count] 
inetoenastion (in/t6 nā/shən, -ta-) /,intow'neyJan, -tə-/ 
nu. the pattern or melody of rising or falling pitch changes 
in the voice when used in speaking, esp. the pitch pat- 
tern of a sentence, which distinguishes kinds of sen- 
tences or speakers of different language cultures: [non- 
count]: The sentence You're crazy Has different meanings 
depending on intonation. [count]: Swedish and Norwe- 
gian intonations. [count] the act of intoning: intonation of 
a prayer. See -TON-. 
in-tone (in tn’) /in'town/ v., -toned, -ton-ing. to speak 
or recite in a singing voice or with a particular tone, esp. 
with a slow, even tone with little change in pitch: [~ + 
obj]: to intone prayers for the dead. [used with quola- 
tions]: “Welcome to the Departnient of Motor Vehicles,” 
the recording intoned. —in-ton/er, n. [count] See -Ton-. 
in to-to (in t6/td) /'iın towtow/ adv. in all; completely; 
entirely. 
inetoxeiecate (in tok/si kat’) /in'toksi,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. 1. to affect the body's physical and mental con- 
trol by means of alcoholic liquor, a drug, or another sub- 
stance: to cause to become drunk: [~ + obj]: Alcohol in- 
toxicates you faster if you weigh less. [no obj): All alcohol 
intoxicates. 2. [~ + obj] to make enthusiastic; delight; 
exhilarate: The beauty of the summer night intoxicated 
her. —in-tox-iccant (in tok’si kant) /mn'toksikont/ r. 
[count]: Beer is an intoxicant. —in-tox-i-ca-tion (in tok’- 
si ka’shan) /in,toksi'keyfon/ nu. (roricourit] See -Tox-. 
in-tox-iecated (in tok/’si ka/tid) /in'toksi,keytid/ adj. 1. 
drunk; inebriated. 2. enchanted; mentally or emotionally 
thrilled or excited: intoxicated by his success. See -Tox-. 
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in-tox-i-cat-ing (in tok/si ka/ting) /in'toksi,keytin/ adj. 
1. causing or that can cause intoxication or drunkenness: 
intoxicating beverages like beer and wine. 2. mentally or 
emotionally thrilling or exciting: an intoxicating ride in a 
hot-air balloon. —in-tox/\-cat/ing-ly, adv. See -Tox-. 

intra-, prefix. intra- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “within”: intraspecies (= within species). Com- 
Pare INTRO-, INTER-. 

in-trac-ta-ble (in trak’te bal) /in'traktabal/ adj. 1. not 
easily managed; stubborn: an intractable child. 2. hard 
to treat, relieve, or cure: an intractable disease. —in+ 
trac-ta-bil-itty (in trak/ta bili tē) /in,trakto'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount] See -TRAC-. 

in-trasmurral (in/tra mydor’al) /intra'myural/ adj. 1. in- 
volving only students at the same school or college: in- 
framnural basketball. 2. being or occurring within the 
walls, boundaries, or confines of an institution or organi- 
zation. 

in-tran-si-gent or in-tran-si-geant (in tran/si jant) 
/in'trænsıdzənt/ adj. refusing to agree or compromise; 
inflexible: The sick man was intransigent about accepting 
treatinent. —in-tran/si-gence, n. [noncount] See -act-. 

in-tran-si-tive (in tran/si tiv) /in'traensitiv/ adj. of or 
being a verb that indicates a complete action without a 
direct object, as sit or lie, and that in English does not 
form a passive. tn this book the symbol for an intransitive 
verb is: [no obj] —in-tran/si-tivesly, adv. 

in-tra-u/ter-ine device’ (in/tra yoo/tar in, -tə rin’) 
/antro'yuwtorin, -to,rayn/ n. [count] a device, as a loop 
or coil, for insertion into the uterus as a contraceptive. 
Abbr.: \UD 

in-trasve-nous (in/tra vé/nas) /,intra'viynas/ adj. 1. of, 
relating to, being, or occurring within a vein: an intrave- 
nous injection. —n. (count) 2. an intravenous injection or 
feeding. Abbr.: IV —in/’tra-ve/nous+ly, adv.: being fed 
intravenously. See -VEN-. 

inetrepeid (in trep/id) /in'trepid/ adj. fearless; dauntless: 
an intrepid explorer. —in-trep/idely, adv. 

in-triecascy (in/tri kə sé) /‘intrikosiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being intricate. 2. 
[count] an intricate part, action, detail, etc.: | couldn't fig- 
ure out some of the intricacies of the plot. 

in-tri-cate (in/tri kit) /‘intrikit/ adj. 1. having many in- 
terconnected or interrelated parts: an intricate maze. 2. 
complex; complicated: an intricate political issue. 

in-trigue (v. in trég’; n. also in/trég) /v. in'triyg; n. also 
‘intriyg/ v., -trigued, -tri-guing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj) to 
arouse the curiosity or interest of by unusual, new, or 
otherwise fascinating qualities: Fairy tales intrigue many 
children. 2. [no obj) to plan or plot secretly or in a dis- 
honest way: The dukes intrigued against the king. —n. 3. 
(noncount) the use of dishonest or secret plots or plans: 
The king’s court was full of intrigue. 4. [count] such a 
plot or plan: political intrigues. —in-tri7guer, n. [count] 

in-trieguing (in tré/ging) /in'triygin/ adj. very interest- 
ing; fascinating: an intriguing mystery. —in-tri7guine-ly, 
adv. 

in-trinesic (in trin’sik, -zik), /in'trinsik, -z1k/ adj. be- 
longing to or being part of a thing by its very nature: A 
good education has intrinsic value. —inetrin/siecal-ly, 
adv. 

intro-, prefix. intro- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “inside, within’: intro- + -duce (= lead) ~ in- 
troduce (= bring inside or within to meet someone); in- 
tro- + -version (= a turning) 7 introversion (= a turning 
inside or within). Compare INTRA-. 

in-tro-duce (in/trə dōos/, -dydos’) /,mtro'duws, -'dyuws/ 
v. [~ + obj (+ to + obj)), -duced, -duc-ing. 1. to pres- 
ent (a person) to another so as to make acquainted and 
so they know each other's name: / would like to intro- 
duce you to my father. 2. to acquaint (two or more per- 
sons) with each other personally, so that they know each 
other's names: Will you introduce us? 3. to present (a 
person, product, etc.) for or as if for the first time by a 
formal act, announcement, etc.: to introduce a debutante 
to society. 4. to bring (a person) to first knowledge or ex- 
perience of something: He introduced me to Skiing. 5. to 
create, propose, bring into notice, use, etc., for the first 
time; institute: to introduce a new procedure. 6. to pres- 
ent for official consideration or action: introduced a bill to 
outlaw radar detectors in cars. 7. to begin; start; preface: 
to introduce a speech with an anecdote. 8. to put or 
place into something for the first time; insert. 9. [~ + 
obj + into + from) to bring in or establish, as some- 
thing foreign or not native: a plant introduced into Amer- 
ica from Africa. 10. to present (a speaker, performer, 
etc.) to an audience. See -DUC-. 
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in-tro-duc-tion (in/tro duk/shon) /,intra'dakfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of introducing or the state of being in- 
troduced. 2. [count] a formal personal presentation of 
one person to another or others. 3. [count] a preliminary 
part, as of a book, musical composition, or the like, lead- 
ing up to the main part. 4. [count] a book, lecture, etc., 
that provides basic knowledge of a subject: an introduc- 
tion to music history. See -puc-. 

in-tro-duc-torry (in/tra duk/ta rē) /ntra'daktoriy/ adj. 
relating to or providing general or basic information: an 
introductory course in Englisli composition. See -puc-. 

in-tro-spec-tion (in’tra spek/shan) /ntro'spekfon/_n. 
[noncount] the habit or act of studying one’s own mental 
and emotional state and processes. —in-tro-spec:-tive 
(in’tra spek/tiv) /,intra'spektiv/ adj. See -spec-. 

in-tro-vert (in/tra vart’) /intra,vart/ n. [count] a shy or 
retiring person. —in-tro-ver-sion (in/tra vůr/zhən, 
-shan) /ntro'varzon, -fan/ n. [noncount] —in/troe 
vert/ed, adj. See -vERT-. 

inetrude (in trdod/) /in'truwd/ v., -trud-ed, -trud-ing. to 
push, thrust, or force upon someone or something with- 
out invitation, permission, or welcome: [~ + on + obj): 
| don't want to intrude on you if you're busy. [no obj): | 
hope I'm not intruding. [~ + obj}: The judge intruded 
her prejudices into the case. See -TRUDE-. 

in-trud-er (in trdod/ar) /in'truwdor/ n. [count] a person 
who enters a place secretly or illegally: The alarms go off 
if an intruder enters the house. See -TRUDE-. 

inetruesion (in troo/zhan) /in'truw3on/ n. an act or in- 
stance of intruding: [noncount): She hated the intrusion 
into her private life. (count): The press made intrusions 
into his private life. —in-trussive (in troo/siv) /in'truwsiv/ 
adj.: an intrusive question. —instru/sive-ly, adv. —in+ 
tru/sive-ness, n. [noncount] See -TRUDE-. 

inetusit (in td0%it, -ty507-) /in'tuwit, -'tyuw-/ v. to know 
Or sense by intuition: [~ + obj]: He intuited the reason 
for her behavior. [~ + that clause]: She intuited almost 
immediately that something was wrong at home. 

in-tusietion (in/too ish’an, -tydo-) /intuw'ifan, -tyuw-/ n. 
1. [noncount] direct perception of, or the power of un- 
derstanding, a fact, the truth, a conclusion, etc., without 
any reasoning process or analysis: Your argument is 
based on intuition, not logic. 2. [count] a fact, truth, etc., 
perceived in this way: His intuitions were nsually right. 

inetusi-tive (in td0/i tiv, -ty50/-) /in'tuwitiv, -'tyuw-/ adj. 
resulting from, having, or involving intuition: She's an in- 
tuitive person. —in-tu/i-tivesly, adv.: He seemed to 
know intuitively what to do. —in-tu/ietive-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

ineunedate (in’an dat’) /‘inan,deyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to overspread with water; flood: 
Heavy rains inundated the town. 2. to overwhelm: inun- 
dated by telephone calls. —in-un-dastion (in’an dā- 
shan) /,inan'deyfan/ n. (count) 

in-ure (in yoor’, i ndér/) /in'yur, t'nur/ v. [~ + obj + to 
+ obj), -ured, -ur-ing. to toughen by use or exposure; 
accustom: He was inured to the cold. 

inevade (in vad/) /in'veyd/ v., -vad-ed, -vad-ing. 1. to 
enter forcefully as an enemy; go into with hostile intent: 
[~ + obj): The dictator invaded his neighboring states. 
[no obj]: He was ready to invade. 2. [~ + obj] to enter 
and affect in a harmful or destructive way: viruses that in- 
vade the bloodstream. 3. [~ + obj) to intrude upon; en- 
croach or infringe on: fo invade someone's privacy. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to enter or penetrate: City dwellers invaded the 
suburbs. —inevad/er, n. [count] See -vabdE-. 

inevaelid’ (in/va lid) /‘invalid/ n. [count] 1. an unhealthy 
person, esp. one who is too sick or weak to care for hini- 
self or herself. —-adj. 2. unable to care for oneself, as 
through ill health. 3. of or for invalids. —v. [~ + obj] 4. 
to make (someone) an invalid. 5. Chiefly Brit. to evacu- 
ate (military personnel) from an area of fighting because 
of injury or illness. 

inevaleid? (in valid) /in'veld/ adj. 1. not valid; without 
force or a firm foundation; that cannot be defended; 
weak in logic: an invalid conclusion. 2. empty or without 
legal force: The contract was declared invalid. —in-vae 
lideiety (in/’va lid7i tē) /,inva'liditiy/ n. [noncounnt) 

in-val-iedate (in val/i dat’) /in'valideyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to discredit; show that (something) 
is incorrect: This new finding invalidates his previous ar- 
gument. 2. to deprive of legal force; nullify: The judge 
invalidated the guilty verdict and set the defendant free. 
—in-val-ieda-tion (in vali da’shan) /in,veli'deyfon/ n. 
[nonconnt] 

in-val-u-a-ble (in val’ydo ə bal) /in'vælyuwəbəl/ adj. be- 
yond a value that can be determined or calculated; of 
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great worth; priceless: Your assistance was invaluable. 
—in-val/u-a-bly, adv. 

in-vareicaeble (in var’é a bal) /in'veariyabol/ adj. 1. not 
variable: not able to be changed; staying the same; 
static. —. [comnt] 2. something invariable; a constant. 
—in-var/iea-bly, adv.: was invariably late to Class. See 
-VAR-. 

inevaesion (in va/zhan) /in'vey3on/ n. [connt] 1. an act 
or instance of invading, esp. by an army. 2. the entrance 
or coming of anything troublesome or harmful, as dis- 
ease. 3. entrance so as to overrun: the annual invasion 
of tourists. 4. infringement; intrusion: an invasion of 
one’s privacy. See -VADE-. 

inevec-tive (in vek/tiv) /in'vektiv/ nu. [nonconnt] great 
and forceful denunciation or reproach, esp. with abusive 
language: a politician who specialized in invective against 
his opponents. 

in-veigh (in va’) /in'vey/ v. [~ + against + obj] to pro- 
test strongly or complain bitterly: The clergy inveighed 
against inimorality. 

in-vei-gle (in va/geal, -vé/-) /in'veygal, -'viy-/ v. [7 + 
obj), -gled, -gling. 1. to lure (someone) by clever talk or 
promises: managed to inveigle us into lending her 
money. 2. to obtain by clever talk or methods: He invei- 
gled a door pass from the isher. —in-vei-gler (in va/- 
gler, -vé/-) /in'veyglar, -'viy-/ n. (count) 

in-vent (in vent’) /in'vent/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to produce for 
the first time, as a result of one’s own ingenuity and ef- 
fort: Edison is usually credited with inventing the light 
bulb. 2. to make up or think up (something false): quick 
at inventing excises —in-ven/tor, 1. [count] See -vEN-. 

Syn. See DISCOVER. 

ineven-tion (in ven’shan) /in'venfon/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act of inventing: the invention of the computer chip. 
2. {comnt] anything invented or devised. 3. [moncomnt] 
inventiveness; imagination. 4. [count] something made 
up: another of his inventions about having oil on his 
lard. See -VEN-. 

in-ven-tive (in ven/tiv) /in'ventiv/ adj. 1. skilled or apt 
at inventing, thinking up, or making something: She was 
very inventive, creating toys from any material at hand. 
2. apt at creating with the imagination: an inventive sto- 
ryteller. 3. relating to, involving, or showing invention; 
Clever: an inventive excuse. —in-ven/tive-ness, 1. [non- 
count) 

in-ven-toery (in’van tôr/ē, -tdr/é) /‘invon,toriy, -,towriy/ 
n., pl. -ries, v., -ried, -ry-ing. —n. [count] 1. a complete 
listing of merchandise or stock on hand, work in prog- 
ress, raw materials, etc., esp. a list made regularly by a 
business. 2. the items on such a list; a merchant's stock 
of goods. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make an inventory of; cat- 
alog: They inventoried alt stock. See -VENT-. 

in-verse (in virs’, in/virs) /in'vars, ‘invars/ adj. 1. re- 
versed in position, order, direction, or tendency; Oppo- 
site: Read the numbers in inverse order. 2. (of a propor- 
tion) having two terms of which one increases as the 
other decreases. —n. [noncourit] 3. something that is 
the direct opposite: The outcome was the inverse of what 
was supposed to happen. —in-verse/ly, adv. See -vERT-. 

ine-verssion (in vir/zhon, -shan) /in'v3rzon, -fən/ n. 1. 
[noncount] an act or instance of inverting; the state of 
being inverted. 2. [count] anything inverted. 3. [court}a 
reversal of the usual order of words, as in the placement 
of the subject after an auxiliary verb in a question. 4. 
[count] a reversal in the normal atmospheric conditions 
affecting temperature rate, in which the temperature 
rises at higher altitudes rather than falling. See -verRT-. 

inevert (in virt’) /in'vart/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to turn upside 
down. 2. to reverse in position, order, direction, or rela- 
tionship. 3. to turn inward or back upon itself; to turn in- 
side out. See -VERT-. 

in-ver-te-brate (in vir/to brit, -brat’) /in'vartobrit, 
-,breyt/ adj. 1. without a backbone or spinal column; not 
vertebrate. 2. without strength of character. —m. [cont] 
3. an invertebrate animal. 4. a person who lacks strength 
of character. See -VERT-. 

inevest (in vest’) /in'vest/ v. 1. to put up or spend 
(money) in hopes of making a profit: [~ + obj]: They in- 
vested their money in stocks atid borids. [no obj): They 
decided to invest in stocks arid bonds. 2. [~ + obj] to 
use (money), as in accumulating something: to invest 
large suis in books. 3.[~ + obj] to use, give, or devote 
(time, talent, etc.), as to achieve something: Sie invested 
years of her life in writing that book. 4.{~ + obj] to pro- 
vide with power, authority, or rank: Feudalism invested 
the lords with authority over their vassals. —in-ves/tor, 
nm. [court] 
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in-ves-tiegate (in ves/ti gat’) /in'vestigcyt/ v., -gat-ed, 
-gat-ing. to look into or examine the particulars of 
(something) carefully so as to discover something hid- 
den, unique, or complex: [no obj): The police were called 
in to investigate. [~ + obj]: The scientists were investi- 
gating the behavior of dolphins. —in-ves/ti-ga/’tor, n. 
[count] 

in-ves-ti-ga-tion (in ves’ti gā/shən) /in,vesti'geyfan/ n. 
the act or process of investigating or the condition of be- 
ing investigated: [nonconnt]: a matter for investigation. 
[cort]: police investigations. 

in-ves-tiega-tive (in ves/ti ga/tiv) /in'vesti,geytiv/ adj. 
of, like, or relating to an investigation: investigative re- 
porting. 

in-ves-ti-ture (in ves/ti char, -chddr’) /in'vestitfor, 
-tfor/ n. [count] the act, ceremony or process of invest- 
ing, as with a rank, office, or title. 

in-vestement (in vest/mant) /in'vestmont/ n. 1. [non- 
comnt] the investing of money in order to make a profit. 
2. [count] a thing invested in, as a business or a product: 
Computers are usually a good investment for business. 
3. [count] something invested, as a sum of money: Each 
partner's investment was $5,000. 4. {comnt] the investing 
of time and effort in order to achieve something: The two 
years he spent writing the book were an investment in 
his future career. 5. [count] the act of formally investing, 
as with a title or office. 

in-vet-er-ate (in vet/ar it) /in'vetorit/ adj. [before a 
noun] 1. habitual; constant: an inveterate gambler. 2. 
firmly established and continuing for a long time: an in- 
veterate back problem. —in-vet-er-a-cy (in vet/ər ə sē) 
An'vetorasiy/ u. (noncount) 

in-videicous (in vidē as) /in'vidiyas/ adj. 1. creating ill 
will; causing resentment or envy: an invidious job of eval- 
nating teachers. 2. offensively or unfairly pointing up 
similarities or differences: an invidious comparison. —ine 
vid/i-ous-ly, adv. —in-vid/i-ous-ness, 7. [nonconnt) 

in-vig-or-ate (in viga rat’) /in'viga,rcyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to give vigor to; fill with life and energy; 
energize: A quick walk in the park will invigorate you on 
this cold morning. —in-vig/or-at/ing-ly, adv. —in-vig- 
or-a-tion (in vig/a ra/shan) /in,viga'reyfan/ n. tnoncount) 

inevin-ci-ble (in vin’sa bal) /in'vinsabal/ adj. 1. that 
cannot be conquered or defeated: an invincible army. 2. 
that cannot be overcome: invincible difficulties. —in-vine 
Ci-bileiety (in vin/sə bii tē) /in,vinsa'bilitiy/ n. fnon- 
connt]) See -vinc-. 

inevisorlasble (in viza la bal) /in'vayalobal/ adj. 1. pro- 
hibiting violation; free and safe from destruction, vio- 
lence, or misuse: arn inviolable sanctuary. 2. that cannot 
be violated: inviolable secrecy. —in-vi/o-la-bil/i-ty, n. 
{nonconnt) 

inevieo-late (in viza lit, -lat’) /in'vayalit, -,leyt/ adj. free 
from violation or injury; not affected or disturbed: The 
castle was left inviolate after the long attack. 

inevis-ieble (in viza bal) /in'vizabal/ adj. 1. not visible: 
organisms invisible to the naked eye. 2. out of sight; hid- 
den: an invisible seam in a garment. 3. not ordinarily 
found in financial statements: Goodwill is an invisible as- 
set to a business. —inevis-iebil-icty (in viz’a bili te) 
Ain,vizo'bilitiy/ n. [noucomnt] —in-vis/iebly, adv. See 
-VIS-. 

in-vietaetion (in’vi tā/shən) /invi'teyfon/ n. 1. [non- 
comnt] the act of inviting. 2. [connt] the written or Spo- 
ken form with which a person is invited: a wedding invita- 
tion. 3. [count] something that attracts or encourages an 
action; incentive; provocation: an invitation to disaster. 

in-vietaetion-al (in’vi tā/shə nl) /,invi'teyfanl/ adj. re- 
stricted to participants who have been invited. 

inevite (v. in vit; m. in/vit) / v. in'vayt; n. ‘invayt/ v., 
-vit-ed, -vit-ing, 7. —v. 1. [~ + obj) to request the pres- 
ence or participation of in a kindly Or courteous way: to 
invite friends to dinner. 2. to request politely or formally: 
[~ + obj): to invite donations to a charity. {~ + obj + to 
+ verb]: | invited hint to say a few words to the audi- 
ence. 3. {~ + obj] to bring on, call forth, or make likely 
(some action or reaction), often unintentionally: to invite 
trouble. 4. {~ + obj] to encourage, attract, or provide an 
incentive for: His proposal invited great interest. —n. 
[count] 5. Informal. an invitation: Didn't yor get an in- 
vite? —in-vietee (in/vi té/, -vi-) /,invi'tiy, -vay-/ n. 
[connt] pl., -tees. 

ineviteing (in vi/ting) /in'vaytin/ adj. attractive, alluring, 
or tempting: an inviting job offer. 

in vietro (in ve/tro) /‘In viytrow/ adj. [before a nonn] 
developed or kept alive or growing in a controlled, non- 
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living environment, as in a laboratory test tube: In vitro 
fertilization is the fertilization of cells in a test tube. 

in-vo-ca-tion (in/va ka/shan) /inva'keyfon/ m. 1. [ror- 
count] the act of praying to or calling upon a god, spirit, 
etc., for aid, protection, inspiration, or the like. 2. [covit] 
a prayer invoking God's presence, said at the beginning 
of a ceremony or public occasion. See -voc-. 

in-voice (in/vois) /‘invoys/ n, v., -voiced, -voic-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a bill, typically listing the goods sold or 
services provided, along with prices, the total charge, and 
the terms. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to present an invoice to or 
for: They invoiced the company for the delivery. 

in-voke (in vOk/) /in'vowk/ v. [~ + obj], -voked, -vok- 
ing. 1. to call for with earnest desire; pray for: to invoke 
Gods mercy. 2. to call on (a deity, spirit, etc.), as in 
prayer: The minister invoked the Holy Spirit in the confir- 
mation service. 3. to declare to be in effect: to invoke the 
law. 4. to cause, call forth, or bring about: The poem in- 
voked powerful feelings. See -voc-. 

inevol-un-tar-y (in vol/an ter/é) /in'volon,teriy/ adj. 1. 
not voluntary; independent of one’s will: an involuntary 
witness to the crime. 2. unintentional; unconscious: an 
involuntary gesture. 3. (usually: before a noun) Physiol. 
acting or functioning without the will: an involuntary mus- 
cular response. —in-voleunetareisly (in vol’an ter/a lē, 
-vol’an tar’-) /in'volan,teraliy, -,volon'teor-/ adv. —ins 
vol/unetar/i-ness, n. (norcount] See -vot-. 

inevolve (in volv’) /in'volv/ v. [not usually: be + ~-ing; 
~ + obj), -volved, -volv-ing. 1. to include or use 
(something) as a necessary part, circumstance, condition, 
or end result: This job involves long liours. 2. to cause 
(someone) to be connected with, associated with, or oth- 
erwise concerned with: Don't involve me in your quarrel. 
3. to stimulate or engage the interests or emotions of: 
The play involved the audience deeply. 

in-volved (in volvd/) /in'volvd/ adj. 1. [be/become + ~ 
associated in a relationship, esp. a sexual relationship: 
They dated before becoming seriously involved. 2. (be + 
~] interested in, preoccupied with, or enthusiastic about 
something: was very involved in his work. 3. [be + ~] 
being a part of something; taking part in something: A 
lot of workers are involved in the strike. 4 complicated; 
complex: an involved arguiment. See -votv-. 

in-volve-ment (in volv’meant) /in'volvmont/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of involving or the state of being involved. 
2. [nonconnt] absorption in something: total involvement 
in community affairs. 3. [count] a relationship, esp. a 
close one, between people; an affair: We had a brief in- 
volvement. 

in-vul-ner-asble (in vul/nar ə bal) /in'valnorabol/ adj. 
incapable of being wounded, hurt, or damaged: an invul- 
nerable fortress. —in-vulenersa-bil-iety (in vul/nar ə bil- 
i tē) /in,valnora'bilitiy/ n. Croncount) 

ineward (in/wərd) /iınwərd/ adv. Also, in/wards. 1. to- 
ward the inside, interior, or center, as of a place, space, 
or body: The window swung inward on its hinges. 2. into 
or toward the mind or soul: Let us turn our thouglits in- 
ward. —adj. 3. proceeding or directed toward the inside 
or interior. 4. located within or in or on the inside; inner; 
relating to the inside or inner part. 5. mental or spiritual; 
inner: inward thouglits. 

inewardely (in’ward lē) /‘inwordliy/ adv. 1. in or on, or 
relating to, the inside or inner part; internally. 2. pri- 
vately; secretly: Inwardly, he disliked his guest. 3. within 
the self; mentally or spiritually: He promised to stay in- 
wardly calm. 

Io., an abbreviation of: lowa. 

ieo-dine (ia din’, -din; in Chemistry also | -dén/) 
/aya,dayn, -din; in Chemistry also -,diyn/ also ivoedin 
(-din) /-din/ n. [noncount] a dense, violet-colored sub- 
stance used as an antiseptic on wounds, as a nutritional 
supplement, and in photography. 

iso-dize (i%a diz’) /‘aya,dayz/ v. [~ + obj}, -dized, -diz- 
ing. to treat or affect with iodine. 

ion (ifan, ifon) /‘ayon, ‘ayon/ n. [count] an atom or 
atom group that is electrically charged by the loss or gain 
of electrons, represented by a plus or a minus sign, as 
Na’ Ca’’, or Cl . —i-on/ic, adj. 

-ion, suffix. -ion is attached to some roots to form nouns 
that refer to action or condition: uni- (= one) + -ion ~ 
union (= condition of being one). Compare -TION. 

ieoneize (i%a niz’) /‘aya,nayz/ v., -ized, -izeing. 1. [~ + 
obj} to separate or change into ions. 2. [no obj] to be- 
come changed into ions. —i-on-ieza-tion (1/3 ni za’/shan) 
/ayoni'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] 

iota (i O/ta) /ay'owtd/ n. [count], pl. -tas. 1. [used with 
a negative word, or in questions] a very small amount or 
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quantity; a jot; a whit: Why Should I care an iota about 
that? 2. the ninth letter of the Greek alphabet (I, +). 

IOU or 1.0.U., n. [count], pi. IOUs, IOU’s, or 1.0.U.'s. 
an informal note acknowledging a debt and consisting 
only of the letters /OU, the sum owed, and the signature 
of the person who owes the money: Thie letters IOU are 
from the pronunciation of the plirase “I owe yon”. 

-ious, suffix. -ious, a variant form of -ous, is attached to 
roots to form adjectives: hilar- (= cheerful) + -ions ~ 
hilarious (= very funny). 

IPA, an abbreviation of: International Phonetic Alphabet. 

ip-so fac-to (ip’sd fak/td) /ip'sow faktow/ adv. by the 
fact itself: to be condemned ipso facto as a murderer. 

IQ, an abbreviation of: intelligence quotient. 

ir-', prefix. ir- is another form of in-' that is attached to 
roots beginning with r: ir- + radiate — irradiate. 

ir-?, prefix. ir- is another form of in-? that is attached to 
roots beginning with r: ir- + reducible ~ irreducible. 

IRA or I.R.A. (i/ar/a’; for 1 also ira) /ay'ar'ey; for 1 
also ‘ayra/ an abbreviation of: 1. individual retirement 
account. 2. Irish Republican Army. 

Iranian (i ra/né an, i ra/-, i rā/-) /A'reyniyan, 1 'ra-, 
ay'rey-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Iran. —n. [count] 2. a 
person born or living in Iran. 

I-ra-qi (i rak/é, i rä/kē) /'rakiy, i'rakiy/ n., pl. -qis. 1. 
[count] a person born or living in Iraq. 2. [noncount] the 
language spoken by many of the people living in Iraq. 
—adj. 3. of or relating to Iraq. 4. of or relating to the lan- 
guage spoken by many of the people in Iraq. 

ieras-ci-ble (i ras’a bal) /'ræsəbəl/ adj. 1. easily made 
angry; very irritable: an irascible city bus driver. 2. show- 
ing Or produced by anger: an irascible response. —i-ras- 
ciebil-i-ety (i ras/ə bili tē) /i,raesa'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 

èrate (i rat’, i7rat) /ay'reyt, ‘ayreyt/ adj. 1. angry; en- 

raged; furious; annoyed: She grew very irate when | 
asked her to explain the mistake on my bill. 2. arising 
from or showing anger: an irate letter to the editor. 
—i-rate/ly, adv. —i-rate/ness, n. (noncount] 

ire (Pr) /ay®r/ n. [noncount] deep anger; rage; wrath: The 
garbage strike stirred the neighborhood's ire. 

irsiedes-cent (iri des/ant) /ri'desont/ adj. displaying 
bright, strong, shifting colors: the iridescent feathers of 
the peacock. —ir/i-des/cence, n. (noncount] 

isrid-icum (i rid/ē am) /'ridiyom/ n. [noncont] a pre- 
cious metal resembling platinum. 

iris (i/ris) /‘ayris/ n. [count], pl. ierisees; esp. for 1 irsis 
des (ir/i déz’, ifri-) /‘iri,diyz, ‘ayri-/. 1. the round, col- 
ored, front part of the eye that contains an opening, the 
pupil, in its center. 2. a plant having showy, colorful 
flowers. 

Irish (i/rish) /‘ayrif/ adj. 1. of or relating to Ireland. 2. 
of or relating to the language spoken by many of the 
people in Ireland. —n. 3. [plural; the + ~; used with a 
plural verb] the people born or living in Ireland. 4. [non- 
count) a language spoken by many of the people in Ire- 
land. 

I-risheman (i/rish man) /‘ayrifman/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
a person born or living in Ireland. 

I-rishewomean (i/rish wòó/mən) /‘ayrif,wumon/ n. 
[count], pl. -wom-een. a woman born or living in Ireland. 

irk (ûrk) /srk/ v. to irritate, annoy, or bother:[~ + obj): 
The continual delays on the trains irked tlie passengers. 
[it ~ + obj + to + verb): It irks me to have to pay your 
way. [it + ~ + obj + that clause): It irks me that | have 
to pay yonr way. 

irkesome (ûrk/səm) /srksəm/ adj. annoying; irritating; 
tiresome: irksome restrictions. —irk/someeness, n. 
(noncount] 

iron (ifarn) /‘ayorn/ n. 1. [noncount] a silver-white me- 
tallic element, used in some forms for making steel, 
tools, implements, machinery, etc., and also found in tiny 
quantities in food and in blood. 2. [noncount] a part of a 
person's nature that does not bend or yield easily: She 
had a will of iron. 3. [count] an electrical appliance with 
a flat metal bottom, used when heated to press or 
smooth clothes, linens, etc. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 
4. [count] golf clubs with iron heads. Compare woop! 
(def. 6). 5. irons, [p/ural] a set of rings or other fasten- 
ings for the ankles or wrists, used to chain up a person 
or animal. —adj. [before a noun) 6. of, containing, or 
made of iron: an iron skillet. 7. resembling iron in firm- 
ness, strength, character, etc.: an iron will. 8. holding 
strongly and tightly: sliakes hands with an iron grip. —v. 
9. to smooth or press with a heated iron, as clothes or 
linens: [~ + obj): to iron shirts. [no obj): He was ironing 
wlien you called. 10. iron out, to clear away (difficulties): 
[~ + out + obj): to iron out any problernis you may 
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have. [~ + obj + out): Let's iron your probleins out. 
—Idiom. 11. irons in the fire, undertakings; projects: 
He still las plenty of irons in the fire concerning finding a 
job. 12. strike while the iron is hot, to take advantage 
quickly of an opportunity by taking immediate action. 

ieron-clad (adj. arn klad’; n. -klad/) / adj. ‘ayorn'kled; 
n. -,klad/ adj. 1. covered with iron plates, as a vessel; 
armor-plated. 2. inflexible; unbreakable: an ironclad con- 
tract. —u. [count] 3. a wooden warship of the middle or 
late 19th century having iron or steel armor plating. 

iron cur/tain, n. [the + ~ sometimes: tron Curtain] a 
barrier to understanding and the exchange of information 
created by the hostility of one country toward another, 
esp. the barrier that existed between the former Soviet 
Union or its allies and other countries. 

ieroneic (i ron/ik) /ay'ronik/ also ieron/iecal, adj. 1. of, 
relating to, containing, or showing irony or mockery: an 
ironic smile. [it + be + ~ + that clause): tt is ironic that 
in peacetime they spent imore on the military than during 
wartime. 2. using irony: an ironic writer. —i-ron/i-cally, 
adv. 

ironing (ifor ning) /‘ayornin/ n. (noncount] 1. the act 
or process of smoothing or pressing clothes, linens, etc., 
with a heated iron. 2. articles of clothing, linens, etc., 
that have been or are to be ironed. 

iron lung’, n. [count] a rigid machine that encloses the 
whole body except the head and in which pulses of high 
and low pressure cause normal breathing movements or 
force air into and out of the lungs. 

isrroneware (ifarn war’) /ayorn,weor/ nu. [nonconnt] arti- 
cles of iron, as pots, kettles, or tools. 

ieronework (i/arn wirk’) /‘ayarn,wark/ n. [nonconnt] ob- 
jects or parts of objects made of iron: ornamental iron- 
work. 

ieroeny (ira nē, ifar-) /'ayroniy, ‘ayor-/ n., pl. -nies. 1. 
[noncoint] the use of words to convey a meaning that is 
the opposite of their literal or actual meaning. 2. an out- 
come opposite to what was, or might have been, ex- 
pected: {noncomnt): What irony to be offered three jobs 
after having none for so long. (count): It was a real irony 
that iny former boss was asking me for a job. 

irs-raedieate (v. i ra/dé at’; adj. -it, -at’) / v. i'reydiy,cyt; 
adj. -1t, -,cyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing, adj. 1. to 
shed rays of light on; illuminate. 2. to heat with radiant 
energy. 3. to expose to radiation, as for medical treat- 
ment. —ir-rasdi-a-tion (i rā/dē a/shan) /1,reydiy'eyfan/ 
n. {nonconne) 

irera-tion-al (i rash’a nl) /1'rwfanl/ adj. 1. lacking sound 
judgment or logic: an irrational argument. 2. not con- 
trolled or governed by reason: irrational behavior. 3. not 
having the power of reason: Brite animals are irrational 
beings. 4. (of a number) that cannot be expressed ex- 
actly as a ratio of two integers: The valne of pi is an irra- 
tional number. —ir-ra/tion-al-ly, adv. See -RATIO-. 

irereceon-cileasble (i rek’an si/la bal, i rek/an si/-) 
N'rekon,saylobal, 1,rekon'say-/ adj. that cannot be 
brought into harmony or agreement; incompatible: irrec- 
oncilable differences. 

ir-re-cov-er-arble (ir/i kuv/ar ə bal) /,irt’kavarabal/ adj. 
that cannot be recovered or regained: ar irrecoverable 
loss. 

ir-resdeemeasble (ir/i dē/mə bal) /iri'diyməbəl/ adj. 1. 
not redeemable; that cannot be bought back or paid off: 
an irredeemable bord. 2. irreparable; hopeless. 

ireref-eu-ta-eble (i ref/ya tə bəl, iri fyoo/ta bəl) 
/vrefyatobal, ari'fyuwtəbal/ adj. not refutable; that can- 
not be disproved or argued successfully against: an irref- 
utable argument. 

ir-re-gard-less (ir/i gard/lis) /,1ri'gardlis/ adv. (often: ~ 
+ of} Nonstandard. regardless; without concern for; 
without taking into acount: The kids are going to disobey 
you irregardless of the punishment you threaten then 
with. 

ireregeuelar (i reg’ya ler) /i'regyalor/ adj. 1. lacking an 
even shape, formal arrangement, balance, or harmony; 
uneven: irregirlar patterris. 2. varied in timing or rhythm; 
erratic: He worked very irregular hours. 3. not according 
to or conforming to established rules, principles, 
manners, morals, standards, etc.: The judge riled that 
the lawyer's request was highly irregular. 4. not following 
the more normal or usual pattern of formation, word 
changes, etc., in a language, as English verbs that do not 
form the past tense by adding -ed: the irregular verbs 
keep and see, with their irregular past tense foris kept 
and saw. —i. [court] 5. one that is irregular, such as a 
product or material that does not meet standards of the 
manufacturer. 6. a soldier or fighter who does not be- 


400 


long to an official military force, as a guerrilla. —ir-reg: 
u-larsi-ty (i reg’ya lari tē) /1,regya'leritiy/ n. [count]: Be- 
cause there were several irregularities in the arrest the 
prisoner will probably go free. [noncount): a degree of ir- 
regularity in every language. —ir-reg/uslar/ly, adv. See 
-REG-. 

irereleeevance (i rel’a vans), /trelovons/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being irrelevant. 2. Also, 
ir-rel”e-van-cy, pl. -cies. [count] a statement, fact, or 
act that is irrelevant: His argument is full of irrelevancies. 

irsrel-eevant (i rel’a vant) /i'relovont/ adj. not relevant; 
not applicable or pertinent: The complaints raised 
against the proposal were really irrelevant, so we ignored 
them. 

ir-resliegious (ir/i lijfas) /,iri'lid3os/ adj. not religious; 
not practicing a religion; feeling no religious impulses, or 
feeling hostile to religion. 

ireresmeedi-a-ble (ir/i mē/dē ə bal) /,1ri'miydiyabal/ adj. 
that cannot be remedied, cured, or repaired: irrernedia- 
ble damage to the child's learning ability. —ir/re-me/di- 
aebly, adv. 

ir-rep-a-raeble (i rep’ar ə bal) /i'reparaboal/ adj. that 
cannot be repaired, rectified, remedied, or made good: 
an irreparable mistake. See -PARE-. 

ireresplace-a-ble (iri pla’sa bal) /,iri'pleysobal/ adj. 
that cannot be replaced; unique: an irreplaceable vase. 

ir-re-presseieble (ir/i pres’a bal) /,iri'presabal/ adj. that 
cannot be held back or restrained; uncontrollable: irre- 
pressible laughter. —ir’/re-pres/sibely, adv. See -PRESS-. 

ireresproach-a-ble (iri prō/chə bəl) /,ri'prowtSobal/ 
adj. that cannot be criticized or blamed. 

irere-sisteieble (ir/i zis’ta bal) /iri'zıstəbəl/ adj. 1. that 
cannot be resisted or withstood: an irresistible force 2. 
desirable; enticing; attractive; tempting: found the neck- 
lace irresistible. —ir/re-sist/i-bly, adv.: was irresistibly 
attracted to her. See -sist-. 

ireres-orlute (i rez’a ldot’) /1'reza,luwt/ adj. not resolute; 
doubtful; hesitating; unsure: He was irresolute about his 
choice of a career. —ir-res/o-lute’ly, adv. —ir-res-o-lu- 
tion (i rez’a lod’shan) /1,reza'luwfan/ n. [noncount]) See 
-SOLV-. 

irsreespecetive of (ir/i spektiv) /,ri'spektiv/ prep. 
without regard to; ignoring or not concerned about or 
concerned with: Well be there, irrespective of the 
weather. See -SPEC-. 

irere-sponesi-ble (ir/i spon’sa bal) /tri'sponsabal/ adj. 
1. showing or characterized by a lack of a sense of re- 
sponsibility: irresponsible sexual behavior. 2. not capable 
of or qualified for responsibility: The children are just too 
irresponsible to be left alone —ir-re-sponesi-bil-i-ty (ir/i- 
spon/sə bili tē) /,1ri,sponso'bilitiy/ n. (noncount) —ir/res 
spon/si-bly, adv. See -SPOND-. 

irere-triev-ea-ble (ir/i tré/va bal) /ri'triyvabol/ adj. not 
retrievable; that cannot be recovered or retrieved. 

irerev-ereence (i rev/ar ans) /i'revorans/ n. [noncount] 
the quality of being irreverent; lack of reverence or re- 
spect. 

irerev-er-ent (i rev’ar ant) /I'revorant/ adj. not reverent; 
not showing respect or reverence for something: an ir- 
reverent attitirde toward religion. —ir/rev’er-entely, adv. 

irere-verseieble (ir/i var’sa bal) /,tri'varsabal/ adj. not 
reversible; that cannot be changed: His refirsal is irre- 
versible. —ir/re-vers/i-bly, adv.: He is irreversibly Op- 
posed to your nomination. See -VERT-. 

irereveo-carble (i rev’a kə bal) /'revəkəbəl/ adj. that 
cannot be changed or taken back: an irrevocable com- 
mitment to quality. —ir-rev/o-carbly, adv. See -voc-. 

ir-riegate (iri gat’) /‘irt,geyt/ v. [~ + obj], -gat-ed, 
-gat-ing. 1. to supply (land) with water by artificial 
means, such as by changing the course of streams, by 
flooding, or by spraying. 2. to supply or wash (an open- 
ing in the body, a wound, etc.) with liquid. —ir-riega-ble 
(ir7i gə bal) /irigabal/ adj. —ireriegartion (ir/i ga’shen) 
/uri'geyfan/ n. Lroncomrit] 

ir-rietasble (ir/i ta bal) /irttabal/ adj. easily irritated or 
annoyed; readily becoming impatient or angry: was irrita- 
ble with fatigue and worry. —irerietasbil-i-ty (ir/i ta bil- 
i tē) /arito'bilitty/ n. {noncount) —ir/ri-ta-bly, adv. 

irerietant (ir/i tant) /‘tritont/ sn. [court] 1. anyone or an- 
ything that causes a feeling of impatience or anger: A 
lazy worker is an irritant to colleagues. 2. a substance 
that causes a feeling of itching or other irritation on the 
skin or some part of the body. 

irritate (ir/i tat’) /‘iri,tcyt/ v., -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to cause (someone) to have a feeling of impa- 
tience or anger; annoy: Her whining really irritates me. 2. 
to cause (Someone to have) a feeling of itching or other 
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irritation on the skin or on a part of the body: [no obj): 
That chemical irritates if it gets on your skin. [~ + obj): 
Harsh soap irritates her skin. 

irerietateed (ir/i ta’tid) /‘iri,teytid/ adj. 1. annoyed; an- 
gered; made impatient: / soon became irritated by her 
grouchiness. 2. showing signs of irritation: the baby’s ir- 
ritated skin. 

irerietateing (ir/i ta/ting) /iriteytin/ adj. 1. causing a 
feeling of annoyance, anger, or impatience: his irritating 
whining. 2. causing an irritation to the skin or other part 
of the body: the irritating effects of soot on the eyes. 

ir-ri-ta-tion (ir/i tā/shən) /ari'tcyfon/ n. 1. [noncount) a 
feeling of annoyance, anger, or impatience. 2. [count] 
something that causes such a feeling of anger, annoy- 
ance, or impatience: Those troublemakers are just minor 
irritations, 3. [noncount] a feeling of scratchiness, itchi- 
ness, or other discomfort on the skin or some part of the 
body. 4. [count] an area of soreness or inflammation: an 
irritation on my leg. 

IRS, an abbreviation of: Internal Revenue Service. 

is (iz) /1z/ v. 3rd pers. sing. pres. indic. of Be. 

is., an abbreviation of: 1. island. 2. isle. 

-ise, suffix. Chiefly Brit. See -1ze. 

-ish, suffix. 1. -ish is attached to nouns or roots to form 
adjectives with the meaning: a. relating to; in the same 
manner of; having the characteristics of: brute + -ish 7 
brutish. b. of or relating to the people or language of: 
Brit- + -ish ~ British; Swede + -ish ~ Swedish. c. like; 
similar to: baby + -ish ~ babyish; mule + -ish 7 mul- 
ish, girl + -ish 7 girlish. d. addicted to; inclined or tend- 
ing to: book + -ish 7 bookish (= tending to read books 
a great deal). e. near or about: fifty + -ish ~ fiftyish 
(nearly fifty years old). 2. -ish is also attached to adjec- 
tives to form adjectives with the meaning “somewhat, 
rather’: old + -ish 7 oldish (= somewhat old); red + 
-ish ~ reddish (= somewhat red); sweet + -ish 7 
sweetisi. 

Is-lam (is lam/, is/lam, -lam, iz/-) /is'lam, ‘islam, -lom, 
1z-/ n. 1. [proper noun] the religion of the Muslims, as 
set forth in the Koran, which teaches that there is only 
one God, Allah, and that Muhammad is His prophet. 2. 
{noncount) the culture or civilization of Muslim believers, 
or regions where theirs is the leading religion. —Is- 
lam/ic, adj. 

iseland (i/land) /‘aylond/ n. [count] 1. an area of land 
completely surrounded by water but not large enough to 
be called a continent. 2. something resembling an is- 
land, esp. in being isolated: Her desk was an island of 
tranquillity in all the hubbub and Chaos around her. 3. a 
freestanding unit with a counter on top, located so as to 
permit access from all sides. 

iseland-er (i/lan dar) /‘aylondoar/ n. [count] a native of an 
island; someone who lives on an island. 

isle (il) /ayl/ n. (count) 1. a small island. 2. any island. 

islet (i/lit) /‘aylit/ n. [count] a very small island. 

ism (iz’am) /'izəm/ n. [count] a distinctive belief, theory, 
system, or practice; anything that could be referred to by 
a word with the suffix -ism: capitalism, socialism, and 
other isms. 

-ism, suffix. 1. -ism is attached to verb roots to form ac- 
tion nouns: baptize 7 bapt- + -ism 7 baptism. 2. -ism 
is used to form nouns showing action or practice: adven- 
ture + -ism ~ adventurism (= the action or practice of 
taking risks in intervening in international affairs). 3. -ism 
is used to form nouns showing State or condition: alco- 
holism (= disease or condition in which alcohol is in- 
volved). 4. -ism is attached to roots to form nouns show- 
ing the names of principles or doctrines: Darwinism (= 
principles of Darwin's theory of evolution); despotism. 5. 
-ism is used to form nouns showing an example of a 
use: witticism (= example of something witty), Africanism 
(= word from Africa or from an African language). Com- 
pare -IST, -IZE. 

isn’t (iz/ənt) /izont/ contraction of is not. 

iso-, prefix. iso- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “equal”. This meaning is found in such scientific 
and chemical words aS: ISOSCELES, ISOTOPE. 

isso-late (v. i/sa lat’; n., adj. -lit, -lat’) / v. 'aysə,lcyt; n., 
adj. -lit, -,lcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, -lateing. 1. to set or 
place apart; separate so as to be alone: He was isolated 
in a little cubicle by himself. 2. to keep (an infected per- 
son) from contact with noninfected persons; quarantine. 
3. to obtain (a chemical substance or microorganism) in 
a separate or pure state, not in combination with other 
substances. —i-so-la-tion (i/sa la’shan) /,aysa'leyJon/ n. 
(noncount): a desperate feeling of isolation in the big 
city. 


irritated to it 


ieso-la-tion-ism (i/sa lā/shə niz/am) /,aysa'leyfa,nizam/ 
n. [noncount) the policy or doctrine that calls for isolat- 
ing one’s country from alliances with and commitments 
to other countries. —i/so-la/tion-ist, n. (count), adj. 

issoemeteric (i/sa metrik) /,aysa'metrik/ adj. Also, i/so- 
met/ri-cal. 1. of or relating to isometric exercises. —r. 
2. isometrics, [plural] exercises in which a muscle or 
muscle group is tensed against another muscle or some- 
thing that cannot move. —i/so-met/ri-cal-ly, adv. 

iesos-ce-les (i sos’a lēz/) /ay'snso,liyz/ adj. (of a two- 
dimensional figure in geometry) having two straight sides 
equal: an isosceles triangle; an isosceles trapezoid. 

isso-tope (i/sa top’) /‘uyso,towp/ n. [count] one of two 
or more forms of a chemical element having the same 
number of protons, or the same atomic number, but 
having different numbers of neutrons, or different atomic 
weights. —ieso-top-ic (i/sa top/ik) /aysa'topik/ adj. 

Is-raeeli (iz ra/lé) /iz'rcyliy/ n. [count], pl. -lis or -li. 1. a 
person born or living in Israel. —adj. 2. of or relating to 
Israel. 

isesueance (ish’d0 ans) /'ıfuwəns/ n. [noncount) the act 
of issuing. 

isesue (ish/60) /‘ifuw/ n., v., -sued, -su-ing. —n. [count] 
1. the act of sending out or putting forth; distribution. 2. 
a series of things or one of a series of things printed, 
published, or given out at one time: a new bond issue; a 
magazine issue. 3. a point in question or a matter that is 
in dispute or may be argued about because of its impor- 
tance: His age isn’t the issue. 4. a point at which a mat- 
ter is ready for decision: fo bring a case to an issue. 5. 
(noncount; used with a singular or plural verb) offspring; 
child or children. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to publish, mint, de- 
liver for use, sale, etc.; put into circulation: The magazine 
was first issued in the early seventies. 7. [~ + obj] to 
distribute (food, clothing, supplies, etc.) officially, as to 
military personnel or students: Each soldier was issued a 
bedroll. 8. [~ + obj] to send out; release, as a State- 
ment: to issue a denial of the charges. 9. to (cause to) 
go, pass, be sent out, or flow out; (cause to) emerge: [no 
obj): to issue forth to battle. [~ + obj): The nuclear 
power plant issued contaminated water into the river. 
—Idiom. 10. at issue, being argued about and not yet 
decided: At issue were salary increases, work hours, and 
benefits. 11. make an issue, [~ + over/offabout + obj] 
to cause a disagreement about; make a fuss over: Don't 
make such an issue of that report. 12. take issue, [~ + 
with + obj] to disagree; dispute: He took issue with 
those who disagreed with him. 

-ist, suffix. -ist forms nouns usually corresponding to 
verbs ending in -ize and nouns ending in -ism, and refer- 
ring to a person who practices or is concerned with 
something: novel + -ist ~ novelist (= someone writing 
a novel); terrorist (= one who practices terrorism, one 
who terrorizes). 

isthemus (is’mas) /‘ismas/ n. [count], pl. -mus-es, -mi 
(-mi) /-may/. a narrow strip of land, bordered on both 
sides by water, connecting two larger bodies of land: The 
isthmus of Panama is between North and South America. 

it (it) /it/ pron., nom. it, poss. its, Obj. it, pl. nom. they, 
poss. their or theirs, obj. them, n. —pron. This pro- 
noun is used 1. to represent a physical thing, a thought 
or idea, or anything not a person, that is understood, was 
previously mentioned, is about to be mentioned, or is 
present in the immediate context of speaking or writing: 
It was broken. You can't tell a book by its cover. Since 
you dont like it, you. don't have to go skiing. It all started 
with Adam and Eve. It’s a long way to the moon. 2. to re- 
present a person or animal that is understood, was previ- 
ously mentioned, or about to be mentioned, and whose 
gender is unknown or not considered: Who was it? It was 
Jolin. That baby is cute; it Nas such pretty blue eyes. 3. 
to represent a group that is understood, was previously 
mentioned, or is about to be mentioned: The judge told 
the jury it could recess. 4. as the impersonal subject of 
the verb fo be, esp. to refer to time, distance, or the 
weather: It is six o'clock. It was foggy outside. It's raining 
again. It’s so hot here. It's six miles from my house to 
the post office. It's June 20. 5. in statements expressing 
an action, condition, fact, circumstance, or situation, 
without reference to someone performing an action: /f it 
werent for her, | wouldn't go. 6. in referring to some- 
thing as the origin or cause of pain, pleasure, etc.: Where 
does it hurt? 7. in referring to a source not specifically 
named or described: /t is said that love is blind. 8. in re- 
ferring to the general state of affairs or life in general: 
How's it going with you? 9. as an anticipatory subject or 
object to make a sentence more full of suspense or to 
shift emphasis: /t is necessary that you do your duty. It 
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was a gun that he was carrying. | didn't like it that she 
had tricked us. 10. in referring to a critical event that has 
finally happened or is about to happen: Suddenly the 
lights went out, and we thought, this is it! 11. informally, 
instead of the pronoun its before a gerund or present 
participle: /t having rained for only one hour didn't help 
the crops. —n. [nonconnt] 12. (in children’s games) the 
player who is to perform some task, as, in tag, the one 
who must catch the others: /f I catch you, you're it! 13. 
Slang. a. a desirable personal attribute, as talent or sex 
appeal: If you've got it flaunt it. b. sexual intercourse: AF 
ter mouths of dating they finally did it. 

I-tal-ian (i tal/yan) /'tælyən/ adj. 1. of or relating to It- 
aly. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in Italy. —n. 
3. [count] a person born or living in Italy. 4. [nonconnt] 
the language spoken in Italy. 

italic (i tal’ik, i tal7-) A'tæhk, ay'tel-/ adj. 1. being or 
relating to a style of printing types in which the letters 
usually slope to the right: This sentence is in italic type. 
—n. 2. Often, italics. italic type: [p/uraf: She printed the 
report completely in italics. [yoncount): It was in italic. 

ictal-i-cize (i tal’a siz’, i tal/-) /i'talo,sayz, ay'tæl-/ v., 
-cized, -ciz-ing. to print in italic type; to use italic print: 
[~ + obj): to italicize a line. [no obj): The laser printer 
italicizes. —ictalei-ci-za-tion (i tal’a sa zā/shən, ìi tal/-) 
h tæloso'zey fon, ay,tel-/ n. Tnoncount) 

itch (ich) /itf/ v. 1. [no obj) to have or feel a tingling ir- 
ritation of the skin that causes a desire to scratch the 
part affected: My skin itches. 2. to cause such a feeling: 
[no obj): This shirt itches. [~ + obj): This shirt itches 
me. 3. Informal. to scratch a part that itches: [~ + obj): 
Even though the poison ivy is driving you mad, don't itch 
it! (no obj): Don't itch; just try to think of something else. 
4. to have a desire to do or get something: [no obj): to 
itch after fame. [~ + to + verb]: He was itching to get 
back to his home town. —n. [count] 5. the sensation of 
itching: a bad itch. 6. a restless desire or longing: an itch 
for excitement. —itch/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

it'd (it/ad) /'itəd/ contraction. This word is a shortened 
form of: 1. it would: /td be great to see you again. 2. it 
had: /ťd been cloudy and dark all day. 

-ite, suffix. -ite is attached to nouns and roots to form 
nouns with the meanings: 1. a person associated with or 
living in a place; a person connected with a tribe, leader, 
set of beliefs, system, etc.: Manhattan + -ite ~ Manhat- 
tanite; Israel + -ite ~ Israelite; Labor + -ite ~ Laborite 
(= someone following the Labor Party). 2. mineral or 
fossil; explosive; chemical compound or drug product: 
anthracite; cordite; dynamite; sulfite. 

item (n. təm; adv. item) / n. 'aytom; adv. ‘aytem/ n. 


[cont] 1. a separate thing or particular article: There _ 


were at least 50 items on the list. 2. a piece of informa- 
tion: a news item. 3. Slang. a topic of gossip: The new 
couple in the neighborhood are a hot item. —adv. 4. 
This word is used to introduce each article or statement 
in a list or series and means “also, likewise”. 

ietem-ize (i/ta miz’) /‘ayto,mayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to list by items; give the particulars of: to itemize 
an account. 2. to list separately (all allowable deductions) 
in computing income tax: [no obj): You'll need fifteen 
forms if you want to itemize. [~ + obj]: We should item- 
ize those expenses as deductions. —i-tems\-za-tion (i/ta- 
mə za/shan) /,aytomo’zeyfon/ n. (noncount) —i/tem: 
ized’, adj.: an itemized bill. 

it-er-ate (it/a rat’) /‘ito,reyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at- 
ing. to say or do (something) again or over and over: He 
iterated his objections. —it-er-a-tion (it’a ra/shan) 
/uta'reyfan/ n. {nonconnt): constant iteration. (count): 
The computer can perform repeated iterations of that 
function for days. 

itinerant (i tin’ar ənt, i tin’-) /ay'tinoront, 1'tin-/ adj. 
[before a noun) 1. working in one place for a short time 
and then moving on to another place, as a physical or 
outdoor laborer: itinerant workers. 2. traveling from 
place to place, esp. on a circuit, as a minister or judge. 
—n. [count] 3. a person who alternates between working 
and wandering. 4. a person who travels from place to 
place, for business. 

itinerary (i tinə rer’é, i tin’-) /ay'tina'reriy, i'tin-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ar-ies. 1. a detailed plan for a journey, esp. 
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a list of places to visit. 2. a line of travel; route. 3. a trav- 
eler’s guidebook. 

-itis, suffix. 1. -itis is attached to roots to form nouns 
that refer to an inflammation or disease affecting a cer- 
tain part of the body: appendix + -itis ~ appendicitis; 
bronchi (= part of the lings) + -itis ~ bronchitis. 2. -itis 
is also used to form nouns made up for a particular oc- 
casion to refer to something comparable in a funny way 
to a disease: The teenagers seem to be suffering from 
telephonitis (= excessive use of the telephone, as if us- 
ing it were a disease). 

it'll (it71) /‘1tl/ contraction. This word is a shortened form 
of it will: “It'll be a long time before you see me back 
liere again,” she promised. 

its (its) /its/ adj. This word is the possessive form of 17, 
and is used to show possession by something that was 
referred to earlier: The book has lost its jacket. 

it’s (its) ^ts/ contraction. 1. a shortened form of it is: It's 
starting to rain. 2. a shortened form of it has: It's been a 
long time since we saw each other. 

it-self (it self’) /it'self/ pron. 1. This pronoun, a reflexive 
form of 17 „is used as the direct or indirect object of a 
verb or the object of a preposition to refer to the same 
thing as the subject: The battery recharges itself (= The 
battery recharges the same battery). The bird built a nest 
for itself. 2. This pronoun is used to give emphasis to a 
noun or pronoun, not a person: which itself is a fact; The 
land itself was not for sale. 3. This pronoun is used to 
refer to the normal or usual self (when not a person): 
The injured cat was never quite itself again. 

it-ty-bit-ty (it/ē bit7é) /‘itiy'bitiy/ also it-sy-bit-sy (it/- 
sē bit/sé) /itsiy'bitsiy/ adj. Informal. very small; tiny. 

IUD, an abbreviation of: intrauterine device. 

IV (i/vé/) /'ay'viy/ n. (count), pl. IVs, IV's. an apparatus 
for intravenous delivery of electrolyte solutions, medi- 
cines, and nutrients. 

IV, an abbreviation of: intravenous. 

I've (iv) /ayv/ contraction. a shortened form of / have: 
I've been working on the railroad for a long time. 

-ive, suffix. -ive is attached to roots or nouns to form 
adjectives with the meaning “having a tendency or con- 
nection with; like’: act(ion) + -ive ~ active (= tending to 
be full of action or activity); sport + -ive ~ sportive (= 
like sports). 

ivory (i/va rē, i/vré) /‘ayvoriy, 'ayvriy/ n., pl. -ries, adj. 
—n. 1. [noncomnt) the hard white substance similar to 
dentine that makes up the main part of the tusks, esp. of 
the elephant and walrus. 2. [count] a tusk yielding ivory. 
3. [count] Slang. a tooth. 4. ivories, (plural Slang. a. 
the keys of a piano. b. dice. 5. [noncount] a creamy or 
yellowish white. —adj. 6. [before a noun] consisting or 
made of ivory: an ivory carving. 7. of the color ivory. 

ivory tower, n. (count) a place, situation, or attitude 
that is removed or kept apart from worldly, everyday, or 
practical affairs. 

ivy (i/ve) /‘ayviy/ n., pl. vies. a climbing vine of the 
ginseng family, from Eurasia and N Africa, having 
smooth, shiny evergreen leaves: [noncount): beautiful ivy 
growing up the sides of the building. (count): replanting 
a few ivies. 

-ize, suffix. 1. -ize is used to form verbs with the mean- 
ing “to make; cause to become:” fossil + -ize ~ fossilize 
(= to make something into a fossil); sterile + -ize 7 
sterilize (= to make soniething Sterile). 2. -ize is also 
used to form verbs with the meaning “to convert into, 
give a specified character or form to; change to a state 
of:” computer + -ize 7 computerize (= make an office 
use computers); dramat- + -ize ~ dramatize (= give the 
form of a drama to some otlier piece of work); American 
+ -ize ~ Americanize (= convert to an American charac- 
ter). 3. -ize is also used to form verbs with the meaning 
“to subject to; cause to undergo or suffer from (an emo- 
tion or a process, sometimes named after its originator)”: 
hospital + -ize ~ hospitalize (= cause to undergo treat- 
ment in a hospital); terror + -ize ~ terrorize (= cause to 
suffer terror); galvan- + -ize ~ galvanize (= to coat 
metal or stimulate electrically, as by the experiments of 
L. Galvani, Italian pliysicist). Also, chiefly British, -ise. 


J, j (ja) /d3ey/ n., pt Js or J's, js or j’s. the tenth letter 
of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

J or j, an abbreviation of: joule. 

J., an abbreviation of: 1. Journal. 2. Judge. 3. Justice. 

JA or J.A., an abbreviation of: joint account. 

jab (jab) /d3xb/ v., jabbed, jab-bing, 1. —v. 1. to poke 
sharply or quickly, as with an end or point: [~ + obj]: He 
Jjabbed his elbow into my side. [no obj]: to jab at a fire 
with a stick. —n. [count] 2. a sharp, quick thrust; a short, 
quick boxing punch. 

jabeber (jab/ar) /' d3wbor/ v. 1. to speak rapidly, uncl- 
early, or in a foolish way; chatter: [no obj]: What are you 
Jabbering about? [~ + obj): They were jabbering some 
nonsense again. —n. [noncount] 2. rapid, unclear, or 
foolish talk; talk with no meaning; gibberish. —jab/- 
ber-er, n. [count] 

jacearraneda (jak/a ran/də) /, d3ækə'rændə/ n. [count], 
pt. -das. a tropical tree, having bright clusters of usually 
purplish flowers. 

jack (jak) /d3æk/ n. 1. [count] any of various portable 
devices for raising Or lifting heavy objects a short dis- 
tance off the ground: an automobile jack. 2. [count] Also 
called knave. a playing card with the picture of a soldier 
or servant: a pair of jacks. 3. [count] a connecting device 
in an electrical circuit designed so that a plug can be at- 
tached to it: a telephone jack. 4. a. [count] one of a set 
of small, six-pointed metal objects or pebbles used in the 
game of jacks. b. jacks, [noncount; used with a singular 
verb] a children’s game in which a player tosses and 
gathers these objects usually while bouncing a small rub- 
ber ball. —v. 5. to lift or move (Something) with or as if 
with a jack: [~ + obj): to jack the car on the soft grass. 
[~ + up + obj): to jack up a car. [~ + obj + up): to 
jack it up. 6. to increase, raise, or accelerate (prices, 
wages, speed, etc.): [~ + up + obj): The landlord jacked 
up rent illegally. [~ + obj + up): They jacked oil prices 
up. ——Idiom. 7. every man jack, everyone without ex- 
ception: The killers managed to escape, every man jack. 

jackeal (jak/al, -dl) /' d3xkal, -ol/ n. [count] a wild dog 
of Asia and Africa that hunts in packs, often at night. 

jack-ass (jak/as’) /' d3wk,ws/ n. [count] 1. a male don- 
key. 2. a very foolish or stupid person; blockhead; dolt. 

jack-boot (jak/bdct’) /‘d3xk,buwt/ n. [count] 1. a 
man’s sturdy leather boot reaching up over the knee. 2. 
authority or rule based on the power of the military; to- 
talitarian rule: ving under the jackboots. 

jack-daw ( jak/d0/’) /' d3ek,do/ n. [count] a small crow. 

jack-et (jak/it) /'d3wkit/ n. (count) 1. a short coat, in 
any of various forms, usually opening down the front. 
See illustration at CLoTHING. 2. an article like a piece of 
clothing, designed to be placed around the body, but 
used for some purpose other than as clothing. Compare 
LIFE JACKET, STRAITJACKET. 3. a protective outer covering, 
as the plastic around a wire, a casing for a bullet, or a 
wrapper for a book. 4. the skin of a potato, esp. when it 
has been cooked. —jack/et-ed, adj. 

Jack’ Frost’, n. (proper noun) frost or freezing cold 
thought of as a person: Jack Frost nipping at your nose. 
jack-hamemer (jak/ham/ar) /'d3xk,hamor/ n. [coun 
a portable drill operated by compressed air and used to 
drill rock, break up pavement, etc.: the pounding noise 

of the jackhammers. 

jack/-in-the-box’ or jack/-in-a-box/’, n. [count], pl. 
-box-es. a toy made up of a box from which an enclosed 
doll springs up when the lid is opened. 

jack/-in-the-pul/pit, n. (count), pi. -pul-pits. a North 
American plant of the arum family having an upright 
spike with an arch over it that resembles a pulpit in a 
church. 

jack-knife (jak/nif”) /'d3wk,nayf/ n., pl -knives, v., 
-knifed, -knif-ing. —n. [count] 1. a large pocketknife. 2. 
a dive in which the diver bends in midair to touch the 
toes, keeping the legs straight, and then straightens out. 
—v. 3. (of a trailer truck) to have the cab and trailer 
swivel at the point where they meet until they form a V 
shape: [no obj): A tractor trailer truck had jackknifed and 
rolled over. [~ + obj]: The trailer was jackknifed across 
alt four lanes of traffic. 4. (no obj] (in diving) to perform 
a jackknife: The diver jackknifed cleanly into the water. 

jack/-of-all’/-trades’, n. [count], pl. jacks-of-all- 
trades. a person who is skilled at many different kinds of 
work. 

jack-o'-lan-tern (jak/a lan/tarn) / d3ækə, læntərn/ n. 
[count] a pumpkin that has been hollowed out and cut 
with openings to represent a human face, traditionally 
displayed at Halloween, often with a candle or light in- 
side. 


jack-pot (jak/pot’) /' d3ivk,pnt/ n. (count; usually singu- 
lar; often: the + ~} 1. the chief prize, or all the prizes or 
money to be won in a game, contest, lottery, or the like: 
a jackpot of one million dollars. 2. an outstanding re- 
ward or success: Getting that new account was the jack- 
pot. —Idiom. 3. hit the jackpot, a. to achieve sudden 
success: She felt she'd hit the jackpot when she got the 
job. b. to win a jackpot: hit the jackpot on a slot ma- 
chine. 

jack/ rabbit, n. [count] a large hare of W North Amer- 
ica, having long hind legs and long ears. 

Ja-cuz-zi (ja koo/zé) /d3o'kuwziy/ pi. zis. [count] 
Trademark. a brand name for a device for a whirlpool 
bath and related products. 

jade (jad) /d3eyd/ n. (noncount] 1. a mineral, some- 
times green, considered valuable as an ornament for 
carvings, jewelry, etc. 2. Also called jade’ green’. a 
color varying from bluish green to yellowish green. 

jad-ed (ja/did) /' d3eydid/ adj. dulled or made weary by 
boredom, overwork, or worldly experience. —jad/ed-ly, 
adv. —jad’edeness, n. [noncount) 

jag (jag) /d3xg/ n. (count) a prolonged period of some 
activity; spree: a crying jag, a laughing jag. 

jag-ged (jag/id) /'d3ægıd/ adj. 1. raggedly uneven on 
the edges, with sharply irregular notches on the surface 
or at the borders: the knife’s jagged edge. 2. having a 
harsh, rough, or uneven quality: a jagged scream. 
—jag’ged-ly, adv. —jag’ged-ness, n. [noncount] 

jag-uar (jag/wär, -ydo ar’) /'d3egwar, -yuw,ar/ n. 
[count] a large powerful cat of tropical America, having a 
tan coat with black rose-shaped spots. 

jai a-lai (hi? li’, hi” a li’, hi’ a li”) "hay, lay, ‘hay o,lay, 
shay o'lay/ n. [noncount] a game played on a three- 
walled court by two, four, or six players using a Curved 
wicker basket strapped to the wrist to catch and throw a 
small, hard ball against the front wall. 

jail (jal) /d3cyl/ n. 1. a prison, esp. one for holding per- 
sons who are awaiting trial or are convicted of minor of- 
fenses: [count]: The jails were crowded and filthy. [non- 
count]: He was taken directly to jai. He was in jail for 
several months. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to take into or hold in 
lawful custody; imprison: He was jailed on a lesser 
charge. 

jailebird (jal/btrd’) / d3cyl,bard/ n. (count) a person 
kept in jail. 

jailbreak (jal’brak’) /' d3eyl,breyk/ n. [count] an es- 
cape from prison, esp. by force. 

jailer or jail-or (ja/lar) /' d3cylor/ n. [count] a person 
in charge of a jail or section of a jail. 

ja-la-pe-no or ja-la-pe-no (ha/la pan/yo) 
/ hala'peynyow/ n., pt -ños or -nos. a hot-tasting, green 
or Orange-red pepper used esp. in Mexican cooking: 
{noncount}): The sauce is too spicy; maybe there's too 
much jalaperio. [count]: The jalapenos are hot. Also 
called ja/lape’no pep/per. 

ja-lop-y (ja lop’é) / d3a'lnpiy/ n. [count], pl. -lop-ies. an 
old, broken-down, or otherwise poorly functioning car. 

jal-oursie (jal’a sé’) /'d3wla,siy/ n. [count] a window 
blind or shutter made with horizontal strips adjustable for 
admitting light and air but keeping out rain and sun. 

jam! (jam) / d3am/ v., jammed, jam-ming, n. —v. 1. to 
press, squeeze, or push into a confined space; fill tightly: 
[~ + obj (+ iminto + obj): He jammed his socks into a 
drawer. [~ + infnto + obj): The commuters jammed 
into the packed subway car. 2. [~ + obj] to bruise or 
crush by squeezing: She jammed her hand in the door. 
3. to push or thrust violently on or against something: [~ 
+ obj + on + obj): Jam your foot on the brake. [~ + 
on + obj): Jam on the brakes, quick! 4. [~ + obj] to 
block up by crowding: Crowds jammed the doors. 5. to 
put or place in position with a quick or violent gesture: 
[~ + obj (+ on + obj)): He jammed his hat on his 
head. [~ + on + obj): He jammed on his hat. [~ + obj 
+ on): He jammed his hat on. 6. (of a machine, part, 
etc.) to (cause to) become unworkable, as through parts 
being moved out of place, becoming stuck, etc.: [no obj]: 
The lock janimed and I couldn't open it. [~ + obj): ł 
jammed the lock. 7. [~ + obj] to interfere with (radio 
signals or the like) by sending out other signals of ap- 
proximately the same frequency: The government 
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jammed broadcasts from the rebels. 8. [no obj) to par- 
ticipate in a jam session: The musicians jammed for a 
few hours. —n. [count] 9. the act of jamming or the state 
of being jammed: a huge jam of people; a traffic jam. 
10. informal. a difficult or embarrassing situation; predic- 
ament; fix. 

jam? (jam) /d3xm/ n. (noncount; count) a food made 
from crushed fruit boiled with sugar. 

Jasmai-ecan (ja ma/kan) /d3a'meykon/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Jamaica. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Jamaica. 

jamb (jam) /d3xm/ n. [count] either of the sides of a 
doorway, window, or other opening: a door jamb. 

jam-bo-rree (jani’/ba rē/) /, d3wmbo'riy/ n. [count], pl. 
-rees. 1. a party; any merrymaking. 2. a large social 
gathering, often including speeches and entertainment. 

jam/’-pack/ed, adj. packed as tightly or fully as possi- 
ble: The city is jam-packed with tourists. 

jam/ ses/sion, n. [count] an informal performance of a 
group of musicians, esp. jazz musicians. 

Jan or Jan., an abbreviation of: January. 

Jane’ Doe’ (jan’ d6’) /'d3eyn' dow/ n. [count] a 
made-up or pretended name used in legal proceedings 
for a female person whose true name is not known: the 
defendant known as Jane Doe. Compare JOHN Doe. 

janegle (jang/gal) /' d3xngal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. 
to (cause to) make a harsh ringing or clattering sound: 
[no obj]: Suddenly the alarm jangled and | woke up. [~ 
+ obj): He jangled coins together in his pocket. 2. [~ + 
obj]to cause to become irritated; to jar: a loud noise that 
jangles the nerves. —n. [count] 3. a harsh ringing or 
clattering sound. —jan-gler (jang’glar) /‘d3englor/ n. 
[count] —jan-gly (jang/gle) /‘d3engliy/ adj. 

jan-ietor (jan/i tar) / d3ænıtər/ n. [count] a person who 
is employed in an apartment house, office building, 
school, etc., to keep the public areas clean and do minor 
repairs; caretaker. —jan-ieto-ri-al (jan/i tôr/ē al, -tor/-) 
/,d3eni'torryal, -'towr-/ adj.: janitorial duties. 

Jan-usarsy (jan’yoo er’é) /' d3enyuw,eriy/ n. [proper 
noun), pl. -ar-ies. the first month of the year, containing 
351 days. Abbr.: Jan. 

Jap-a-nese (jap’a néz/, -nés’) /,d3zepa'niyz, -'niys/ adj., 
n., pl. -nese. —adj. 1. of or relating to Japan. 2. of or 
relating to the language spoken in Japan. —n. 3. [count] 
a person born or living in Japan. 4. [noncount] the lan- 
guage spoken in Japan. 

jar’ (jar) / d3ar/ n. [count] 1. a container with a wide or 
broad opening, usually shaped like a cylinder and made 
of glass or earthenware. 2. the quantity such a container 
can hold: add a jar of spaghetti sauce. 

jar? (jar) / d3ar/ v., jarred, jar-ring, n. —v. 1. to have a 
sudden and unpleasant effect on one’s nerves, feelings, 
etc.: [~ + obj]: The loud bang jarred my nerves. Her re- 
fusal jarred me. [~ + on + obj): Her squeaky voice 
jarred on me after a while. [no obj): After a very short 
while his voice jars. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to vibrate or 
shake: The explosion jarred several buildings. 3. [no obj) 
to conflict; clash: / think those colors jar. —n. [count] 4. 
a jolt or shake. 5. a sudden unpleasant effect upon the 
mind, feelings, or senses; shock: The disagreement co- 
mes as a jar to our belief in harmony. —jar/ring, adj.: a 
jarring noise. —jar/ring-ly, adv. 

jar-gon (jar’gan) /' d3argan/ n. [noncount) 1. the spe- 
cialized language used by a particular trade, profession, 
or group that is difficult for outsiders to understand: 
medical jargon; legal jargon. 2. language that is overly 
complicated: The tax form was full of jargon. —jar’- 
gonry, jar’gon-is/tic, adj. 

jas-mine (jaz/min, jas’-) /'d3azmin, 'd3æs-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a shrub or vine of the olive family, having 
sweet-smelling flowers used in perfumes and teas. 2. a 
pale yellow color. 
jaun-dice (jon/dis, jan’-) /'d3ondis, 'd3an-/ n. [non- 
count) a disease in which the skin and the whites of the 
eyes become yellow because of an increase of bile in the 
blood. 
jaun-diced (j6n/dist, jan’-) /'d3ondist, 'd3an-/ adj. 1. 
affected with or colored by or as if by jaundice: jaundiced 
skin. 2. affected with or showing prejudice, distaste, or 
doubt: takes a jaundiced view of politics. 
jaunt (jont, jant) /dzont, d3ant/ nm. [count] 1. a short 
journey, esp. one taken for pleasure. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
make a short journey. 
jaunety (jon’te, jan’-) / d3ontiy, 'd3an-/ adj., -tiver, -ti- 
est. 1. easy and lighthearted in manner or bearing; 
lively; perky: to welk with a jaunty step. 2. smartly trim, 
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as clothing: a jaunty hat. —jaunetiely (j6n/tl €, jan/-) 
/‘d3ontliy, 'd3an-/ adv. —jaun/ti-ness, n. (noncount) 

java (jä/və, jav’a) /'d3avə, 'dzævə/ n. [noncount] 
Slang. coffee: a cup of java. 

javeelin (jav/lin, jav’a-) /' d3ævlin, 'd3ævə-/ n. [count] a 
spear thrown by hand, esp. a long metal spear used in 
throwing for distance as a sport. 

jaw (jô) /d3ə/ n. (count) 1. either of two bones or bony 
structures that form the frame of the mouth and that 
hold the teeth. 2. the part of the face covering these 
bones. 3. jaws, [plural] anything resembling a pair of 
jaws in shape or in power to grasp or hold: the jaws of a 
pair of pliers. —v. [no obj] 4. Slang. to talk; chat: 
—jawed, adj.: firm-jawed. 

jaw-bone (jô/bōn/) /'d3o,bown/ n., v., -boned, -bon- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. any bone of a jaw, esp. the lower 
bone. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to seek to influence by persua- 
sion, esp. by public appeal: The president tried to jaw- 
bone the unions into agreement. 

jaw-break-er (j6/bra/kar) /' d30,breykar/ n. [count] 1. a 
word that is hard to pronounce. 2. a very hard candy. 

jay (ja) / d3ey/ n. [count] a noisy, blue and gray bird. 

jayewalk (ja’w6k’) /'d3ey,wok/ v. [no obj] to cross a 
street in disregard of traffic rules or at a place other than 
a proper crosswalk. —jay/’walk/er, n. [count] 

jazz (jaz) /d3xz/ n. [noncount] 1. music originating 
from black songs in New Orleans around the beginning 
of the 20th century and over time developing many dif- 
ferent and complicated styles, characterized by strong 
rhythms and improvisation. 2. Slang. liveliness; spirit; ex- 
citement. 3. Slang. similar or related but unnamed 
things: We like sightseeing, museums, and all that jazz. 
—yv, 4. jazz up, Slang. to make something exciting or in- 
teresting: [~ + up + obj]: jazzed up the book with 
pictures. [~ + obj + up): tried to jazz the party up. 

jazzy (jaz/é) /' d3xziy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. relating to 
or suggesting jazz music: a bluesy, jazzy sound. 2. 
Slang. fancy or flashy: a jazzy sweater. —jazzeiely (jaz/a- 
lē) /'d3æzoliy/ adv. —jazz/ieness, n. (noncount] 

jet. or jctn., an abbreviation of: junction. 

JD, an abbreviation of: 1. juvenile delinquency. 2. juve- 
nile delinquent. 

jeal-ous (jel/as) /' d3elas/ adj. 1. a. full of a feeling of 
resentment or anger about someone's success, achieve- 
ments, advantages, etc.; envious: a jealous colleague. 
[be + ~ + of + obj]: to be jealous of a rich brother. b. 
aroused or caused by such feeling: a jealous rage. 2. 
overly watchful in guarding something, so as to be suspi- 
cious of unfaithfulness: a jealous husband. 3. alertly 
watchful in guarding possessions: squirrels jealous of 
their winter supply of nuts. —jeal/ousely, adv. 

jeal-ous-y (jel’a sé) /'d3elosiy/ n., pl. -ous-ies. 1. 
[noncount] the quality or state of being jealous. 2. 
[count] an instance of being jealous: forgot their petty 
Jjealousies. —Syn. See Envy. 

jean (jén) /d3iyn/ n. 1. (noncount]) Sometimes, jeans 
[plural]. a strong fabric, usually of cotton: blue jean(s) 
material. 2. jeans, (plural; used with a plural verb] BLUE 
JEANS: His jeans were covered with paint. 

-jec-, root. -jec- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “throw; be near; place.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: ABJECT, ADJACENT, ADJECTIVE, CONJECTURE, 
EJACULATE, EJECT, INJECT, INTERJECT, OBJECT, PROJECT, RE- 
JECT, SUBJECT, TRAJECTORY. 

Jeep (jép) /d3iyp/ Trademark. [count] a small, rugged 
vehicle with four-wheel drive, originally developed for 
military use. 

jeer (jér) /d3ror/ v. 1. to speak or shout with rudeness 
or mockery; taunt; ridicule: [~ + at + obj]: The crowd 
began to jeer at the speaker. [~ + obj]: The crowd 
Jjeered the speaker. 2. (~ + obj] to drive (someone) 
away by rude shouts and laughter: The audience jeered 
the actors off the stage. —n. (count) 3. a rude or sneer- 
ing comment or noise. —jeer’er, n. [count] —jeer’- 
ing-ly, adv. 

Jeshoevah (ji hd/va) /d3r'howvod/ n. [proper noun] a 
name of God in the Old Testament. 

je-june (ji jo0n’) /d3r'd3uwn/ adj. 1. lacking interest or 
meaning; insignificant; insipid: a jejune novel. 2. lacking 
maturity; childish: jejune behavior. 

jell (jel) /d3el/ v. 1. to (cause to) become firmer, more 
like jelly, to the touch; gel: [no obj]: The pudding had 
begun to jell. (~ + obj): The cold will jell the dessert. 2. 
to (cause to) become clear, substantial, or definite; crys- 
tallize: [no obj): My ideas began to jell into a good pian. 
[~ + obj): Talking with you helped jell my ideas. 
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jel-lied (jel’éd) /‘d3eliyd/ adj. prepared with, or made 
like, jelly: jellied candy; jellied salads. 

Jell-O (jel’6) /' d3elow/ Trademark. [noncount] a dessert 
made from a mixture of gelatin, sugar, and fruit flavor- 
ing. 

jel-ly (jel’é) /' d3eliy/ n., pl. -lies. 1. a sweet, soft, sticky 
food spread on bread, etc., made of fruit juice boiled 
with sugar and sometimes pectin, then cooled: [non- 
count]: a sandwich made of peanut butter and jelly. 
[count]: some different jellies: orange, strawberry, and 
grape. 2. [noncount] any substance having such consist- 
ency: petroleum jelly for burned skin. —jeVly-like/, adj. 

jel-ly-bean (jel’é bén’) /‘d3eliy,biyn/ n. [count] a 
small, bean-shaped, chewy candy. 

jel-ly-fish (jel’é fish’) /‘ d3eliy,fif/ n, pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-fish-es. 1. a stinging, jellylike sea creature. 2. a person 
who cannot or will not make a decision; a weak person. 

jeop-ard-ize (jep/ar diz’) /' d3epar,dayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to put in jeopardy; cause danger, risk, or 
peril to; imperil: Don't jeopardize your career with a fool- 
ish gamble like that. 

jeop-ard-y (jep’ar dé) /' d3zepardiy/ n. [noncount] risk 
of or exposure to loss, harm, death, or injury; danger: to 
put one’s life in jeopardy. 

jer-e-miead (jer/a mi’ad, -ad) /, d3era'mayad, -æd/ n. 
[count] a long complaint, esp. a sad or mournful one. 

jerk (jark) /d3ark/ n. [count] 1. a quick, sharp pull, 
push, twist, throw, or the like; sudden movement: The 
train started with a jerk. 2. a sudden movement of a 
muscle, esp. when involuntary. 3. Slang. a foolish, stupid 
person; an idiot; a dope. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to pull, twist, 
move, push, or throw with a quick, sudden motion: She 

Jerked the child by the hand. 5. [no obj) to move with a 
quick, sharp motion, as if uncontrolled: His arms and 
legs jerked in spasm. 6. [~ + obj] Informal. to prepare 
and serve (sodas, ice cream, etc.) at a soda fountain: He 
Jerked sodas for a few years. 7. jerk off, [no obj] Slang 
(vulgar). to masturbate. 

jerekin (jtir’kin) /'d33arkin/ n. [count] a close-fitting 
jacket or short coat, usually sleeveless, often of leather. 

jerk-wa-ter (jûrk/wô/tər, -wot/ar) /' d33ark,wotor, 
-,wotor/ adj. [before a noun] small, unimportant, and 
out-of-the-way: a jerkwater town. 

jerkey’ (jûr/kē) /' d3arkiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. having or 
moving with jerks or sudden starts: /n a series of jerky 
movements the train stopped. 2. Slang. silly; foolish: a 
Jerky thing to do. 

jereky? (jur/ké) /'d3arkiy/ n. [noncount]) meat that has 
been smoked and dried so that it is hard to chew. 

jer-ry-built (jer/ē bilt’) /‘d3eriy,brlt/ adj. 1. built cheaply 
and not skillfully; shoddy: jerry-built housing. 2. put to- 
gether or developed in a disorganized way: a jerry-built 
motor. 

jer-sey (jir/zé) /' d33rziy/ n., ph -seys. 1. [noncount] a 
plain-knit, machine-made fabric of wool, silk, nylon, etc., 
that is usually soft and elastic, used for garments. 2. 
[count] a close-fitting knitted sweater or shirt. 3. [count; 
Jersey] one of a breed of dairy cattle, raised originally on 
the British island of Jersey in the English Channel. 

jest (jest) /d3est/ n. 1. [count] a joke or witty remark. 2. 
(noncount) sport or fun: to speak half in jest, half in ear- 
nest. —v. [no obj] 3. to speak in a joking or playfully 
teasing way. —jest/ing-ly, adv. 

jest-er (jes/tar) /' d3estor/ n. [count] 1. a person who is 
given to jesting. 2. a professional fool or clown, esp. at a 
court in medieval times. 

Jes-urit (jezh’d0 it, -ydd it, jez7-) /'d3e3uwit, -yuwit, 
‘dzez-/ n. [count] a member of a Roman Catholic reli- 
gious order for men (Society of Jesus) that was 
founded in 1534. —Jes/u-it/ic, Jes/u-it/i-cal, adj. 

Je-sus (jé/zas, -z9z) /'d3iyzas, -zəz/ n. [proper noun] 
Also called Je’sus Christ’, Je’sus of Naz/areth. born 
4? B.c., crucified a.D. 29?, the source of the Christian reli- 
gion. 

jet! (jet) /d3et/ n., v., jet-ted, jet-ting, adj. —n. [count] 
1. a stream of a liquid, gas, or small solid particles force- 
fully shooting out from a nozzle, opening, etc.: Jets of 
water were aimed at the blazing fire. 2. a spout or nozzle 
that lets out liquid or gas: The gas was escaping from the 
jet on the stove. 3. Also, jet plane. an airplane moved 
by jet propulsion. 4. JeT ENGINE. —v. 5. to (Cause to) 
move or travel in or as if in a jet plane: [no obj): diplo- 
mats jetting to Europe. [~ + obj]: to jet a messenger to 
Washington. —adj. (before a noun) 6. relating to, associ- 
ated with, or involving a jet, jet engine, or jet plane: jet 
aircraft. 
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jet? (jet) /d3et/ n. [noncount] 1. a hard black coal that 

can be highly polished, sometimes used in jewelry. 2. a 

deep black. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of the color jet: jet 
black hair. 

jet’ en’gine, n. [count] an engine, such as of an air- 
craft, that produces forward motion by pushing out back- 
wards a jet of fluid or heated air and gases. 

jet’ lag’ or jet/lag’, n. [noncount) a feeling of fatique 
or confusion when the body's normal biological rhythms 
have been affected after a long flight through several 
time zones. 

jet’ propul/sion, n. [noncount] the propulsion of 
something by its reaction to a force ejecting a gas or a 
liquid from it. —jet/-propelled/, adj. 

jet-sam (jet/sam) /' d3etsom/ n. [noncount] cargo, sup- 
plies, goods, etc., from a boat that are thrown overboard 
deliberately to lighten it or make it stable in an emer- 
gency. Compare FLOTSAM. 

jet’ set’, n. [count; usually singular; usually: the + ~) 
an international social set of wealthy people who travel 
frequently by jet to parties and resorts. —jet/-set/ter, n. 
[count] 

jet? stream’, n. (count; usually singular; usually: the + 
~] strong, usually westerly winds in a relatively narrow 
and shallow stream in the upper atmosphere of the 
earth. 

jet-ti-son (jet/a sən, -zan) /'d3etoson, -zan/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to throw (cargo, supplies, etc.) overboard from a 
boat or aircraft to lighten it or make it stable in an emer- 
gency: The crew jettisoned some of the cargo as the 
plane lost altitude. 2. to throw off (something) that 
seems to be an obstacle or burden; discard: We quickly 
jettisoned our idea as impractical. 

jet-ty (jet/é) /' d3ctiy/ n. (count), pl. -ties. 1. a structure 
or the like, sticking out into a body of water, as to protect 
a harbor. 2. a landing pier. 

Jew (j50) /d3uw/ n. [count] 1. a member of a people 
now living in many countries of the world who trace their 
descent from the Israelites of the Bible. 2. a person 
whose religion is Judaism. —adj. [before a noun] 3. Of- 
fensive. of Jews; Jewish. —v. 4. [few] Offensive. to bar- 
gain sharply with; beat down in price: [~ + down + obj]: 
to jew down the price. [~ + obj + down): to jew the 
price down. 

jeweel (j50%al) /' d3uwol/ n. [count] 1. a cut and polished 
precious stone; gem. 2. an Ornament worn for beauty 
that is made of or with such a cut and polished stone. 3. 
a person or thing that is treasured: She was a jewel to 
work with. 

jew-eled (jd0%ald) / d3uwald/ adj. made or set with 
jewels. 

jew-el-er (jo0’e lər) /'d3uwoalor/ nm. [count] a person 
who designs, makes, sells, or repairs jewelry, watches, 
etc. Also, esp. Brit., jew/el-ler. 

jeweelery (jo0%al rē) /' dzuwolriy/ n. [noncount) objects 
used to decorate a person, as necklaces, rings, bracelets, 
or brooches, esp. when made of precious metals, gem- 
stones, pearls, etc.: articles of jewelry. See illustration at 
STORE. Compare COSTUME JEWELRY. Also, esp. Brit., jew/ele- 
lerey. —-Usage. The word Jewetry is a non-count noun 
in English, and does not have a plural form. We speak of 
articles of jewelry or pieces of jewelry, as rings, bracelets, 
or necklaces, but we cannot make a plural of the word 
JEWELRY itself. 

Jewish (joo’ish) /'d3uwif/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or 
characteristic of the Jews or Judaism: Jewish custom and 
tradition. —n. (noncount) 2. Informal. Yiddish. —Jew/- 
isheness, n. [noncount] 

Jewery (jado/ré) /'d3uwriy/ n. [noncount] the Jewish 
people thought of as a group. 

jez-e-bel (jez/a bel’, -bal) /' d3eza,bel, -bal/ n. [count] a 
wicked, shameless woman. 

jib or jibb (jib) /d3ib/ n. [count] 1. a triangular sail set 
in front of other sails on a ship. —-Idiom. 2. cut of 
one’s jib, style; appearance: / could tell by the cut of his 
jib that he was important. 

jibe’ (jib) /d3ayb/ v., jibed, jib-ing, n. cise. 

jibe? (jib) /d3ayb/ v., jibed, jib-ing. to be in harmony or 
agreement with; agree; correspond: [no obj]: These 
measurements don't jibe; someone has made an error. 
[~ + with + obj): Your observations don't jibe with the 
facts as we know them. 

jif-fy (jif”é) /' d3tfiy/ also jiff (jif) /d3if/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular), pl. jif-fies also jiffs. Informal. a very short 
time; moment; instant: to get dressed in a jiffy. 

jig’ (jig) /d3ig/ n. [count] a plate, box, or frame for 
holding work and guiding a machine tool to it. 
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jig? (jig) /ds3ig/ n., v., jigged, jig-ging. —n. [count] 1. a 
rapid, lively, springy, irregular dance for one or more 
persons. 2. a piece of music for such a dance. —v. 3. 
[no obj] to dance a jig or any lively dance. 4. to (cause 
to) move with quick jerky or bobbing motions: [~ + obj]: 

jigging his son on his knee. [no obj]: His knees began to 

jig nervously. 

jig-ger' (jig’ar) /' d3igor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that jigs. 2. a device that one cannot or does not name 
more precisely: Where does this little jigger go, and what 
does it do? 3. a. a measure of 1'% oz. (45 ml) used in 
cocktail recipes. b. a small whiskey glass holding this 
amount. 

jig-ger? (jig’ar) /' d3igar/ v. [7 + obj] 1. to jerk rapidly; 
jig: jiggered the light switch up and down. 2. to Change 
or manipulate, esp. for illegal or dishonest purposes: The 
accountant jiggered the figures to hide the theft. 

jiggle (jig’al) /d3igəl/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
move up and down or back and forth with short, quick 
jerks: [~ + obj]: You have to jiggle the handle to get the 
machine started. [no obj): His fat stornach jiggled as he 
walked. —n. [count] 2. a jiggling movement. —jig/ely, 
adj., -gli-er, -gli-est. 

jigsaw (jig’sd0’) /'d31g,so/ n., v., -sawed, -sawed or 
-sawn, -saw-ing. —n. [count] 1. Also, jig’ saw’. an elec- 
tric saw with a narrow, vertically mounted blade, for cut- 
ting curves, complicated patterns, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to cut or form with or as if with a jigsaw. 

jig’saw puz/zle, n. [count] 1. a game that is a set of 
irregularly cut pieces of pasteboard, wood, or the like 
that form a picture or design when fitted together. 2. a 
complicated, confusing situation or condition: the jigsaw 
puzzle of ethnic neighborhoods. 

ji-had or jeehad (ji had’) /d3i'had/ n. [count] a holy 
war undertaken as a sacred duty by Muslims. 

jilt (jilt) /d3ilt/ v. [~ + obj] to reject (a lover or sweet- 
heart), esp. suddenly and without care for feelings. 
—jiltfer, n. [count] 

Jim’ Crow’ (jim) /d3ım/ adj. [before a noun) [some- 
times: jin crow ] of or relating to a practice or policy of 
segregating or discriminating against black people. 
—Jim/ Crow/ism, jim’ crow/ism, n. [noncount) 

jim’-dan/dy, adj. n., pl. -dies. Informal. —adj. 1. of 
high or outstanding quality; excellent: a jirn-dandy idea. 
—n. [count] 2. something of high or outstanding quality: 
That new computer is a real flrn-dandy. 

jimemy (jim/é) /' d3imiy/ n., pl. -mies, v., -mied, -my- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a short crowbar; a metal bar used to 
pry open something closed or locked, as a door or win- 
dow. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to force open with or as if with a 
jimmy: The thief must have jimmied the door. 

jinegle (jing’gal) /' d3:ngal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) make clinking or tinkling sounds, like the 
sounds from a small bell: [no obj]: The coins jingled in 
her purse. [~ + obj]: He jingled the coins in his pocket. 
—n. [count] 2. a tinkling or clinking sound: the jingle of 
house keys. 3. a group of words or a short song with 
catchy sounds, usually of a light or humorous character, 
used for advertising. —jin’gly, adj., -gli-er, -gli-est. 

jin-gorism (jing’gd iz’am) /' d3ingow,izom/ n. [non- 
count] the spirit, policy, or practice of extreme love of 
one’s country, often calling for constant preparation for 
war and a desire to interfere in foreign affairs of other 
nations. —jin’go-ist, n. [count], adj. —jin’go-is/tic, adj. 

jink (jink) /d3ink/ v. to move up or down or side to side, 
suddenly and rapidly, esp. to avoid something: [no obj): 
The pilots jinked to avoid the tnissiles. [~ + obj]: jinked 
their planes to avoid the rnissiles. 

jinn (jin) /d3in/ also jineni (ji nē, jin/ē) /d3i'niy, 
‘d3iniy/ n. [count], pl. jinns also jinenis, (esp. as a group 
) jinn also jinsni. (in Islamic myth) a spirit capable of ap- 
pearing in human and animal forms and influencing peo- 
ple for good or evil. 
jin-erik-i:sha or jin-erikesha (jin rik’sho, — -sha) 
/d3in'rikfo, -fu/ n. [count], pl. -shas. a small, two- 
wheeled passenger vehicle pulled by one person, for- 
merly used widely in Japan and China. Also called rick- 
sha, rickshaw. 
jinx (jingks) /d3igks/ n. [count] 1. one thought to bring 
bad luck: You're a jinx; every time you corme to a game, 
we lose. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to bring bad luck to: Acting 
too hastily night jinx the deal. 
jiteney (jit/nē) / d3itniy/ n. [count], pl. -neys. a small 
bus or car following a regular route along which it picks 
up and discharges passengers. 
jitter (jivər) / d3itor/ n. 1. jitters, [plural; usually: the 
+ ~) a feeling of fright or uneasiness: to get the jitters in 
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an empty house on a stormy night. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
behave nervously: an actor jittering before going on 
stage. 

jit-ter-bug (jit/ər bug’) /'d3itor,bag/ n, v, -bugged, 
-bug-ging. —n. [count] 1. a fast-paced dance of twirls, 
splits, and somersaults, performed to swing music. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to dance the jitterbug. —jit/ter-bug’ger, n. 
[count] 

jit-ter-y (jitar @) /‘d3itoriy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. very tense; 
nervous; afraid or uneasy: The students were very jittery 
before their exam. 

jive (jiv) /d3ayv/ n., v., jived, jiv-ing, adj. —n. [non- 
count] 1. swing music. 2. Slang. talk that deceives, exag- 
gerates, or is otherwise meaningless: Don't give me any 
jive, just give me the facts. —v. 3. Slang. to tease, fool, 
kid, or exaggerate: [~ + obj]: Quit jiving me and give 
me a Straight answer. [no obj): They were just jiving. 
—adj. 4. Slang. intended to deceive: jive talk. —jiv’er, n. 
[count] —jiv/ey, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

job (job) /d3nb/ n. [count] 1. a piece of work to do, esp. 
a specific task done as part of one’s occupation or for an 
agreed price: had the job of mowing the lawn every Sat- 
urday. 2. a position one holds as one’s occupation or 
employment: landed a good job. 3. a responsibility; duty: 
It is your job to be on time. 4. the performance of a task: 
to do a good job. 5. a state of affairs; matter: fo make 
the best of a bad job. 6. a difficult task: We had quite a 
job getting him to agree. 7. Informal. an example of a 
specific type: That little sports job is a great car. 8. 
Slang. a theft or similar crime: pulled off a job. 9. a unit 
of work for a computer printer: a print job. —adj. [before 
a noun] 10. of or relating to employment: job security. 
—JIdiom. 11. do a job on, [~ + obj] to affect destruc- 
tively: the loss of his wife really did a job on him. 12. on 
the job, while working; at work: He got that injury on the 
job. —job/less, adj. —job/less-ness, n. (noncount) 

job’ ac/tion, n. [count] a work slowdown or other or- 
ganized action used by employees as a means of protest 
or to force an employer to give in to demands. 

job’ lot’, n. [count] a large, often assorted group of 
goods sold or handled together. 

jock! (jok) / d3nk/ n. [count] 1. a jockstrap. 2. Informal. 
a person who enjoys or is good at sports; athlete. 3. /n- 
fortnal. someone who enjoys a specific activity; enthusi- 
ast: a computer jock (= someone who enjoys operating 
cormputers); science Jocks. 

jock? (jok) / d3nk/ n. [count] a jockey. 

jockeey (jok/é) /' d3nkiy/ n., pl. -eys, v., -eyed, -ey-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a person who rides horses professionally 
in races. —v. 2. to ride (a horse) as a jockey: [~ + obj]: 
She jockeyed the horse to a victory. [no Obj): quit jockey- 
ing after his fall. 3. [~ + obj] Informal. to operate or 
guide the movement of, esp. skillfully; pilot; drive: He 
jockeyed the ship skillfully into port. 4. jockey for posi- 
tion, to try to get an advantage by acting in a tricky man- 
ner. 

jock-strap (jok/strap’) /'d3nk,strep/ nm. [count] an 
elastic belt with a pouch for supporting the genitals, worn 
by men esp. while participating in athletics. Also called 
athletic supporter. 

jo-cose (jd kōs/, ja-) /d3ow'kows, d39-/ adj. given to 
joking; playful. —jo-cose/ly, adv. —jo-cos-irty (jO kos/i- 
tē) /d3ow'kositiy/ joecose/ness, n. [noncount] 

joc-uelar (jok/ya lər) /' d3okyalar/ adj. given to or char- 
acterized by joking or jesting. —joc-u-larsiety (jok/yə- 
lar/i tē) /,d3okyo'laeritiy/ n. tnoncount] —joc/u-lar-ly, 
adv. 

jocund (jok/and, jō/kənd) /' d3nkond, 'd3owkond/ adj. 


cheerful; merry; jolly. —jo-cunedietty (jO kun/di te) 
/ d3ow'kanditiy/ n. (Inoncount] —joc’undsly, adv. 
jodh-purs (jod’parz) /'d3odparz/ n. [plura trousers 


used when riding horses, cut very full over the hips and 
tapering at the knees to become tightfitting from the 
knees to the ankles. 

jog’ (jog) /d3ng/ v., jogged, jogging, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to move or shake with a push or jerk: He jogged iny 
arm as he walked past. 2. [~ + obj] to rouse (the mem- 
ory) to alertness: hearing the nare jogged his mer:nory 
of an earlier time. 3. to (cause a horse to) go at a steady 
trot, or at a slow, steady pace: [~ + obj]: The jockey 
jogged the horse. (no obj): The horse jogged around the 
track. 4. [no obj] to run at a Slow, steady pace: He liked 
to jog in the park every morning. —n. [count] 5. a shake; 
slight push; nudge: a little jog frorn behind. ©. a re- 
minder: a jog to the memory. 7. an act or instance of 
jogging: to go for a jog. 8. a jogging pace: proceeding at 
a slow jog. —jog’ger, n. count] 
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jog? (jog) /d30g/ n., v., jogged, jog-ging. —n. [count] 1. 
a bend or turn. —v. [no obj] 2. to bend or turn: The road 
Jogs to the left up ahead. 

jog-gle (jog/al) / d3ngal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) move or shake slightly; move one way or an- 
other, as by repeated jerks; jiggle: [~ + obj]: Don't jog- 
gle the cart. [no obj): The cart joggted along. —n. 
[count] 2. the act of joggling; a slight shake or jolt. 

john (jon) /d3nn/ n. [count] 1. Informal. a toilet or 
bathroom. 2. Slang. (sometimes: John] a prostitute’s 
customer. 

John’ Doe’ (dd) /dow/ n. [count] 1. an unnamed, but 
average person: Your regular John Doe doesn't want 
more laxes and less service. 2. a made-up or pretended 
name used in legal proceedings for a male person whose 
true name is not known: the defendant known as John 
Doe. Compare Jane Doe. 

joie de vi-vre (zhwad? vé/vr*) /3wad? 'viyvr®/ n. [non- 
count) French. a delight in being alive; carefree enjoy- 
ment of living. 

join (join) /d3əyn/ v. 1. to (cause to) come into or be in 
contact or connection with; connect: [~ + obj]: They alt 
Joined hands. [no obj): Their hands joined and they 
formed a circle. [~ + up + obj): joined up the hose with 
the faucet. [~ + obj + up): joined the parts up into a 
whole. 2. to come into contact or union with: [~ + obj): 
The brook joins the river. [no obj): The two rivers joined 
before they reached the sea. 3. to (cause to) come to- 
gether in a particular relation or for a specific purpose; 
unite: [~ + obj}: Join us and help fight poverty. [~ + 
wilh + obj): Join with us in our campaign. 4. [~ + obj] 
to become a member of: to join a club. 5. to enlist (in), 
as a branch of the armed forces: [~ + obj]: to join the 
Navy. [~ + up]: joined up and went to sea. 6. [~ + obj] 
to come into the company of; meet or accompany 
(someone), so as to participate with or in some activity: 
Can you join us for a drink? 7. [~ + obj) to bring into 
close relationship: joined thern in matrimony. 8. join in, 
to take part in; become involved in: [no obj): was too shy 
to join in. [~ + in + obj): Wouldn't you like to join in the 
fun? See -JUNC-. 

join-er (joi/nar) /'d3oynar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
joins, esp. a person who likes to join groups or organiza- 
tions. 2. a carpenter, esp. one who constructs doors, 
paneling, and other permanent woodwork. 

joint (joint) /d3əynt/ n. [count] 1. the place at which 
two things or parts are joined. 2. the place where two 
bones or other elements of a skeleton meet, whether 
tightly or so as to permit free movement: the joint of the 
elbow. 3. a large piece of meat, usually with a bone: a 
Joint of beef. 4. Slang. a marijuana cigarette. 5. Slang. 
a. a disreputable place of public entertainment: a strip 
joint. b. a dwelling or place of business: Let's go to his 
joint and see if he’s been there. c. [ofen: the + 9 
prison. —adj. [before a noun] 6. shared by or common 
to two or more: joint authorship. 7. undertaken or pro- 
duced by two or more in connection or in common: a 
joint effort. ——Idiom. 8. out of joint, a. dislocated: 
knocked his shoulder out of joint. b. in an unfavorable or 
disordered state: The flood threw their lives out of joint. 
—joint/ly, adv.: worked jointly on the proposal. See 
-JUNC-. 

joist (joist) /dzoyst/ n. [count] one of a number of small 
parallel beams of wood, steel, or reinforced concrete that 
support a floor or ceiling. 

joke (j6k) /d3owk/ n., v, joked, jok-ing. —n. [comnt) 1. 
a short, humorous story with a word or phrase that ends 
it and causes laughter. 2. something amusing or ridicu- 
lous: thought the whole episode was a joke. 3. some- 
thing not taken seriously: That law is just a joke: no one 
obeys it. 4. no joke, a matter of great seriousness: That 
loss we took was no joke. [it + be + —): It’s no joke ex- 
ercising every day on that sore leg. —v. [no obj] 5. to 
speak or act in a playful or merry way: He was joking 
around instead of working. 6. to say something in fun or 
teasing: / was only joking. —jok/ey, jok’y, adj., -i-er, -ie 
est. —jok/ine-ly, adv. 

jok-er (jō/kər) / d3owkor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
jokes. 2. one of two extra playing cards in a pack, usually 
having the figure of a jester, used in some games as the 
highest card or as a wild card. 3. /nformal. a person; fel- 
low: Some joker teft the refrigerator door open. 

jol-liety (joli tē) /d3nlitiy/ n. [noncount] a jolly or 
merry mood or condition; gaiety: holiday jollity. 

jolly (jol’é) /' d3nliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, v., -lied, -ly-ing, 
n., pl. -lies, adv. —adj.1. being in good spirits; merry. 2. 
cheerfully festive: a jolly party. —v. 3. to try to keep (a 


jog to joust 


person) happy or in good humor, esp. in order to gain 
something: {~ + obj): The workers joltied the boss into 
giving them extra time off. [~ + obj + along]: They were 

just jollying the boss along. —n. 4. Usually, jollies. [p/n- 
ral} Informal. thrills; kicks: getting their jolties from other 
people's misfortune. —adv. $. Brit. very: jolly good. 
—jol/lieness, n. (noncort) 

jolt (jolt) /d3owlt/ v. 1. to (cause to) move by or as if by 
sudden rough jerks or bumps; shake up roughly: [no 
obj): The bus jotted along the bumpy road. [~ + obj): 
The driver jolted the bus down the bumpy road. 2. [~ + 
obj) to knock sharply so as to move or dislodge; jar: The 
champion jotted the challenger with an uppercut, 3. [~ 
+ obj) to shock or startle: We were jolted by the news of 
her sudden death. —n. (count) 4. a jolting movement or 
blow. 5. a psychological shock: The news of his death 
was a jolt to her. —jolt/er, n. (court) 

jon-quil (jong/kwil, jon’-) /' d3onkwil, 'd3zon-/ n. [count] 
a plant of the narcissus family having long, narrow leaves 
and yellow or white flowers. 

Jor-da-niean (jor dā/nē an) /d3or'deyniyan/ n. [count] 
1. a person born or living in Jordan. —adj. 2. of or relat- 
ing to Jordan. 

josh (josh) /d30f/ v. to tease in a cheerful, light way: [no 
obj): We were only joshing. [~ + obj]: We joshed him for 
his mistake. —josh/er, n. [count] —josh/ing-ly, adv. 

jos-tle (jos/al) /' d30səl/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to 
bump against, push, or elbow roughly or rudely: [~ + 
obj): The crowd pushed and jostled her. (no obj): didn't 
like it if people jostled against her. 2. to compete or con- 
tend with: [~ + obj): jostling each other for the chair- 
manship. [no obj): jostling for advantage. —n. [count] 3. 
the act of jostling; a rough bump or push. 

jot (jot) /d3nt/ v., jot-ted, jotting, n. —v. 1. to write or 
mark down quickly or briefly: [~ + obj]: to jot a note to 
a friend. [~ + down + obj]: Jot down the license num- 
ber. [~ + obj + down): Jot it down before you forget it. 
=n. (count; singular; usually a + ~); [often with a nega- 
tive word or phrase] 2. the least amount; a little bit: / 
don't care a jot. 

joule (jool, joul) /d3uwl, d3zawl/ n. [count] a unit of work 
or energy, equal to the work done by a force of one new- 
ton when moved through a distance of one meter in the 
direction of the force. 

jounce (jouns) /d3awns/ v., jounced, jounc-ing, n. —v. 
[no obj} 1. to move joltingly up and down: The bus 
Jjounced along. —n. [count] 2. a jouncing movement. 
—jounc’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

-jour-, root. -jour- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “daily; of or relating 
to one day.” This meaning is found in such words as: AD- 
JOURN, JOURNAL, JOURNEY, SOJOURN. 

jour., an abbreviation of: journal. 

jour-nal (jdr/nl) / d33rnl/ n. [count] 1. a daily record 
that is written down, usually in a small book, of things 
that happen, things one sees, or things one thinks about: 
to keep a journal. 2. a daily newspaper. 3. a periodical 
or magazine, esp. one devoted to a special interest: a 
business journal. See -JOUR-. 

jourenal-ese (jar/nl ēz/, -és’) /, d33rnl'iyz, -'iys/ n. 
([noncount] a style of writing thought of as typical of 
newspapers and magazines. See -Jour-. 

jour-nal-ism (jûr/nl iz’am) / d33ral,izom/ n. [noncount] 
1. the work of gathering, writing, editing, and publishing 
or broadcasting news. 2. material written for a newspa- 
per or magazine: an example of good journalism. 3. a 
course of study for a career in journalism. —jour/nal-ist, 
n. [count] —jour/nal-is’tic, adj. See -Jour-. 

joursney (jar/né) /'d33rniy/ n., pi. -neys, v., -neyed, 
-ney-ing. —. [count] 1. a traveling from one place to 
another, usually taking a rather long time; trip: a journey 
to China. 2. a distance or period of time traveled: /t’s an 
hour's journey from here. 3. passage or progress from 
one stage to another: the journey from poverty to Suc- 
cess. —v. [no obj] 4. to make a journey; travel: They 
journeyed through the night. —jour/ney-er, n. (conni) 
See -JOUR-. 

jour-neyeman (jtir7né man) /' d33rniyman/ n. [count], 
pl. -men. 1. a person who has served an apprenticeship 
to learn a trade or craft and is certified to work at it. 2. a 
worker or performer who does good or competent work 
but is not exceptional: a journeyman actor. See -JOUR-. 

joust (joust) /d3awst/ n. [count] 1. a combat for two 
mounted knights armed with lances, with each attempt- 
ing to knock the other from his horse. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
engage in a joust. 3. to contend or compete: The two 
were jousting for the lead role. —joust/er, n. (count) 
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joevieal (jō/vē al) /' dzowviyal/ adj. showing hearty good 
humor or a spirit of friendliness; cheerful; jolly: a jovial 
smile. —jo-vieal-iety (jO/vé aVi tē) /,dzowviy'alitiy/ n. 
[noncount] —jo/vieal-ly, adv.: He greeted her jovially. 

jowl (joul) /d3awl/ n. (count; usually plura a fold of 
flesh hanging from the jaw: His jowls quivered with 
greed. —jowled, adj: a heavily jowled politician. 

—jowl’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

joy (joi) /d3əy/ n. 1. (nonconnt] a feeling or state of 
great delight or happiness; gladness; elation: He was 
filled with joy at the birth of his daughter. He jumped for 
joy at the news. 2. [count] a source or cause of great 
pleasure: a book that was a joy to read. —joy/less, adj. 
—joy/’less-ness, 1. [noncount] 

joy-ful (joi/fal) /' d3oyfal/ adj. 1. full of joy; glad; de- 
lighted: She was joyful when she heard the news. [be + 
~ + to + verb]: He was joyful to see his brother again. 
2. showing, or expressing, or causing joy: a joyful look; a 
joyful event. —joy/ful-ly, adv. —joy/ful-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

joy-ous (joi/əs) /' d3əyəs/ adj. joyful; happy; jubilant: a 
joyous shout. —joy/ous-ly, adv. —joy/’ous-ness, n. 
(nonconnet) 

joy-ride (joi/rid’) /' d3oy,rayd/ n., v., -rode, -rid-den, 
-rid-ing. —n. [count] 1. a pleasure ride in an automo- 
bile, esp. when the vehicle is driven recklessly or used 
without the owner's permission. 2. a brief, exciting, or 
reckless period of time: The economic joyride is over. 
—v. [10 Obj] 3. to go on a joyride. —joy/rid’er, n. 
[count] 

joystick (joi/stik’) /' d3əy,stiık/ n. [count] 1. Informal. 
the control stick of an airplane, tank, or other vehicle. 2. 
a lever used to control the movement of a computer's 
cursor, as in a video game. 

JP or J.P., an abbreviation of: Justice of the Peace. 

Jr. or jr., an abbreviation of: Junior. 

jusbi-lant (joo’be lant) /' d3uwbələnt/ adj. showing great 
joy, satisfaction, or triumph; overjoyed: He was jubilant at 
winning first prize in the contest. —ju/bi-lant-ly, adv. 

ju-bi-la-tion (jo0/ba lā/shən) /, dzuwba'leyfan/ n. [non- 
count) a feeling of, or the expression of, joy, satisfaction, 
triumph, or great happiness; the act of rejoicing: a mo- 
ment of jubilation when they won the championship. 

ju-bi-lee (joo’ba lē/, joo’ba lē/) /' d3zuwba,liy, ,d3uw- 
ba'liy/ n. [count], pl. -lees. 1. the celebration of an anni- 
versary, esp. a 50th anniversary. —adj. (often: after a 
noun] 2. FLAMBE: Clrerries jubilee. 

-jud-, root. -jud- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “judge.” It is related to -JuR- and -Jus-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: ADJUDGE, ADJUDICATE, 
INJUDICIOUS, JUDGE, JUDICIAL, MISJUDGE, PREJUDICE. 

Jusdasic (joo dā/ik) / dzuw'deyik/ also Jueda/i-cal, adj. 
of or relating to Judaism or the Jews; Jewish. 

Jueda-ism (jd0/dé iz’am, -da-) /' d3uwdiy,izam, -da-/_n. 
[noncount] 1. the religion of the Jews, based on the Old 
Testament and the teachings and commentaries of the 
rabbis as found chiefly in the Talmud. 2. belief in this re- 
ligion, its practices, and ceremonies. 3. this religion 
thought of as forming the basis of the cultural and social 
identity of the Jews. 4. Jews thought of as a group; 
Jewry. 

Juedas (joo’das) /' d3uwdos/ n. 1. [proper noun] Judas 
Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesus. 2. [count] a 
person who betrays a friend; traitor. 3. (count; usually: 
judas; before a noun) Also called ju/das hole’. a peep- 
hole, as in the door of a prison cell. 

judge (juj) / d3ad3/ n., v., judged, judg-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a public officer with the authority to hear and decide 
cases in a court of law. 2. a person who makes a deci- 
sion in a competition, contest, or matter at issue: the 
judges of a contest. 3. a person qualified to pass critical 
judgment: a good judge of liorses. —v. 4. to pass legal 
judgment on (someone) in a court of law: [~ + obj + to 
+ be + adjective/nioun): The court judged liim to be the 
guilty party. 5. [~ + obj] to hear evidence or legal argu- 
ments in (a case) in order to pass judgment; try: to judge 
a case. 6. to form a judgment or opinion of; decide upon 
critically: [~ + obj]: to judge a book by its cover. [~ + 
clause]: Can you judge tf he'll make a good teaclier or 
not? [~ + obj (+ to + be) + adjective): judged liim (to 
be) ready for the contest. [no obj): You're not itt a posi- 
tion to judge in the matter. 7. {~ + obj (+ to + be) + 
adjective] to decide or settle authoritatively: Tle censor 
judged the book (to be) obscene. 8. to infer, think, or 
hold as an opinion; make a careful guess about; esti- 
mate: [~ + obj + to + verb): I judged the distarice to 
be abont two miles. (~ + (that) clause): I judged that tlre 
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distance was about two miles. 9. [~ + obj] to act as a 
judge in (a competition). —judge/’ship, n. [noncount] 
See -JuD-. 

judgement (juj/mant) /' d3ad3mont/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the ability to judge, make a decision, or form an Opinion 
wisely: showed good judgment in choosing friends. 2. 
[count] an opinion, conclusion, or belief based on the 
circumstances before one’s view: It was the reviewers 
judgment that the play would not be a success. 3. 
[count] a. a judicial decision given by a judge or court. 
b. the obligation, esp. a sum of money to be paid, arising 
from or resulting from a judicial decision: a judgment of 
one million dollars in damages. 4. [count] a misfortune 
believed to be punishment from God for sins committed: 
Some thought the plagues and earthquakes were a di- 
vine judgment. Also, esp. Brit., judge/ment. See -JuD-. 

judg-men-tal (juj men’tl) /d3ad3'ment!/ adj. tending to 
make judgments, esp. harsh moral judgments. See 
-JUD-. 

judg/ment call’, n. [count] 1. a decision made by a 
referee or umpire in a sporting event based on personal 
observation of a disputed play. 2. any determination or 
judgment based on feeling or personal views. 

jusdi-cial (joo dish’al) / d3uw'difal/ adj. [before a noun] 
1. relating to judgment in courts of justice or to the ad- 
ministration of justice; relating to courts of law or to 
judges; judiciary: judicial proceedings. 2. characteristic of 
a judge or the judiciary: judicial solemnity. —ju-di/- 
cial-ly, adv. See -JuD-. 

juedi-ci-arsy (joo dish’é er/é, -dish’a rē) 
/dzuw'difiy,eriy, -'difariy/ n, pl. -areies, adj. —n. 
(count; usnally singular; often: the + ~] 1. the judicial 
branch of government. 2. the system of courts of justice 
in a country. 3. judges thought of as a group. —adj. 4. 
relating to the judicial branch or system or to judges: the 
judiciary functions of the Supreme Court. 

juedi-cious (jo dish’as) / d3uw'difas/ adj. having, exer- 
cising, or characterized by sound judgment: He made ju- 
dicions use of his money. —juedi/cious-ly, adv. —ju-di’- 
cious-ness, n. [noncount) See -JUD-. 

juedo (joo’dd) /' d3uwdow/ n. [noncount] a sport or 
martial art based on jujitsu but differing from it in ban- 
ning dangerous throws and blows and stressing the ath- 
letic or sport element. 

jug (jug) /d3ag/ n. [count] 1. a large container for liq- 
uids, usually having a handle and a narrow neck. 2. the 
contents of or the amount in such a container. 

jug-ger-naut (jug/ər not’, -not’) /' d3agor,not, -,not/ n. 
[count] any massive, overpowering force or object: an 
economic juggernaut. 

jug-gle (jug/al) /' d3agal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
keep (several objects, as balls, knives, plates, etc.) in 
continuous motion in the air at the same time by tossing 
and catching: [no obj): The clown learned how to juggle. 
[~ + obj): He juggled oranges and apples. 2. [~ + obj) 
to alter, fix, change, or manipulate (accounts, business 
figures, etc.) in order to deceive: to juggle the firm's ac- 
counts to hide the theft. 3. [~ + obj] to manage or 
switch rapidly between the requirements of (two Or more 
activities) so as to handle each adequately: Many stu- 
dents must juggle the requirements of work and school. 
—n. [count] 4. the act or fact of juggling. —jug/gler, n. 
[count] 

jug-uelar (jug’ya lər) /' d3agyələr/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. of or relating to any of several veins of the neck that 
carry blood from the head to the heart. —n. [count] 2.a 
jugular vein. — Idiom. 3. go for the jugular, to attack 
a vital part or area that is weak or particularly open to at- 
tack. 

juice (jdds) /d3uws/ n., v., juiced, juic-ing. —n. 1. the 
natural fuid or liquid that can be taken, squeezed, or re- 
moved from a plant or one of its parts, esp. a fruit: [non- 
connt): She likes orange juice. [count]: contains natural 
fruit juices. 2. [count] the liquid part or contents of a 
plant or animal substance: Use the juice from the roast 
to make gravy. 3. [count] the natural fluids of an animal 
body: Gastric juices help us digest food. 4. [noncount] 
strength or vitality; force; vigor. 5. [oncount] Informal. 
electricity; gasoline; fuel: /t takes a lot of juice to run this 
machine. 6. [noncournt] Slarg. influence; power: He must 
have a lot of juice to get an appointment with the top 
person. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to remove the juice from: to 
juice oranges. 8. juice up, to add power, energy, or 
speed to; strengthen: [~ + up + obj): He juiced up the 
engine. [~ + obj + up): He juiced it up. —juice/less, 
adj. 

juic-er (jd0/sar) /' d3uwsar/ n. [count] 1. a kitchen ap- 
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pliance for removing the juice from fruits and vegetables. 
2. Slang. a heavy drinker of alcohol. 

juicey (joo’sé) /'d3uwsiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. full of 
juice: a juicy pear. 2. very profitable, satisfying, or impor- 
tant: a juicy contract. 3. very interesting or colorful, esp. 
when slightly scandalous or improper: juicy gossip; juicy 
details. —juiceiely (joo’sa 1ē) /'d3uwsəliy/ adv. —juic/i- 
ness, n. Inonconnt] 

jusjitesu (joo jit?soo) /d3uw'd3itsuw/ also juejut-su 
(-jul/-, -joot/-) /-'d3zat-, -'d3uwt-/ n. [noncount] a Japa- 
nese method of defending oneself without weapons by 
using the strength and weight of one’s adversary to disa- 
ble him or her. 

ju-jube (j00/joob, also joo’joo bē) /' d3uwd3uwb, also 
'dsuwd3uw )biy/ n. [count] a small, chewy, fruit-flavored 
candy or lozenge. 

juke-box (jook/boks’) /' d3uwk,boks/ n. [count] a coin- 
operated phonograph, typically in a brightly lit cabinet, 
having a variety of records that can be selected by push- 
ing a button or buttons. 

Jul or Jul., an abbreviation of: July. 

juclep (jd0/lip) /' d3uwlip/ m. MINT JULEP. 

jurlitenne (joo/lé en’) /, d3uwliy'en/ adj. Also, ju/li+ 
enned’. (of food, esp. vegetables) cut into thin strips or 
small, matchlike pieces: [before a noun]: We had Juli- 
enne potatoes. [after a noun): They served potatoes juli- 
enne. 

Jusly (jõ li) /d3u'lay/ n. (proper noun), pl. -lies. the 
seventh month of the year, containing 31 days. Abbr.: 
Jul. 

jumeble (jum/bel) /' d3ambol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. 
to mix in a confused mass; put or throw together without 
order: [~ + obj]: The clothes were all jumbled together. 
[~ + up + obj): Someone jumbled up the files. (~ + 
obj + up): Someone jumbled them up. —n. [count] 2. a 
mixed, disordered, or confused heap or mass: the 
clothes in a jumble on the floor. 3. a state of confusion 
or disorder: My mind's in a jumble. 

jum-bo (jum/bd) /'d3ambow/ n., pl. -bos, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. one that is very large of its kind, as a very 
large jet airplane. —adj. (usually: before a noun) 2. very 
large: a jumbo box of cereal. 

jump (jump) /d3amp/ v. 1. [no obj] to leap or spring off 
the ground or other support by a sudden muscular effort; 
leap: to jump into the air; to jump ont a window. 2. [~ 
+ obj) to leap, spring, or go off or over: to jump a 
Stream. 3. [~ + obj] to cause to leap: The rider jumped 
her horse cleanly over a fence. 4. [no obj] to move sud- 
denly or quickly: to jump out of bed. 5. [no obj) to move 
or jerk involuntarily, as from shock: / jumped when the 
firecracker exploded. 6. (usually: be + ~-ing; no obj] In- 
formal. to be full of activity; bustle: The town ts jumping 
with excitement. 7. [no obj) to rise or increase suddenly 
in amount: Oil prices jumped during this quarter. 8. [no 
obj) to proceed suddenly, ignoring the steps that should 
come between (something) or the thinking that should 
come before it: to jump to a conclusion. 9. (no obj) to 
move or change suddenly: was always jumping from one 
topic to another. 10. [~ + at + obj) to take eagerly; 
seize: We jumped at the offer. 11. to enter into some- 
thing with strength and enthusiasm: [~ + into + obj): 
She jumped right into the discussion. [~ + in): Feel free 
to jump in and disagree. 12. to (cause to) advance rap- 
idly or suddenly, esp. in rank: [no obj]: to jump from 
clerk to manager in six months. [~ + obj): The army 
jumped him from second lieutenant straight to captain. 
13. [~ + obj] to act or start before (a signal); anticipate: 
The driver jumped the green light. 14. [~ + obj] to at- 
tack or pounce upon without warning: The gang jumped 
him in a dark alley. 15. [~ + obj] to flee without notifi- 
cation or permission: jumped ship. 16. to get on board 
hastily or with little preparation: [~ + obj]: He jumped a 
plane for Chicago. [~ + on + obj): He jumped on a 
plane for Chicago. 17. {~ + obj] to connect (a dead bat- 
tery) to a live battery by attaching booster cables between 
the two terminals. 18. jump on or jump all over, [~ + 
on + obj; ~ + all + over + obj) to scold or criticize 
suddenly and severely: jumped on him for being late. 
=n. [count] 19. an act or instance of jumping; leap: a 
jump of several yards. 20. a space, obstacle, or appa- 
ratus that is cleared or to be cleared in a leap. 21. a 
sudden rise in amount, price, etc.: last year’s jump in oil 
prices. 22. a sudden switch from one topic, idea, point, 
or thing to another. 23. a move or one of a series of 
moves: to Stay a jump ahead of the police. 24. a sudden 
movement, often involuntary, as from nervous excite- 
ment. 25. the jumps, [piura Informal. restlessness; 
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nervousness; anxiety. —Idiom. 26. get or have the or 
a jump on, [~ + obj] to have an initial advantage over: 
to get a jump on your competitor with an early start. 

jump-er' (jum/par) /' d3ampoar/ n. (count) 1. a person 
or thing that jumps. 2. a shot in basketball made while 
leaping in the air. 3. a short length of cable used to 
make an electrical connection or to bypass a circuit. 

jump-er? (jum/par) /' d3ampar/ n. [count] 1. a sleeve- 
less dress, or a skirt with a bib and straps or with an 
open-sided bodice, usually worn over a blouse. 2. a 
loose outer jacket worn esp. by workers and sailors. 3. 
Brit. a pullover sweater. 

jump/-start’, n. [count] 1. the Starting by means of 
booster cables of an internal-combustion engine that has 
a discharged or weak battery. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to give a 
jump-start to: to jump-start the cars engine. 3. to give 
new energy to; revive: to jump-start the sluggish econ- 
omy. 

jumpesuit (jump/soot’) /' dzamp,suwt/ n. [count] 1. a 
one-piece suit worn by parachutists for jumping. 2. a 
similar garment, usually combining a shirt with shorts or 
trousers in one piece. 

jumpry (jum/pē) /' d3ampiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. nerv- 
ous or apprehensive; jittery: The long wait is making me 
jumpy. 2. characterized by sudden starts, jerks, or 
jumps: a jumpy TV picture. —jump/i-ness, n. (noncount] 

Jun or Jun., an abbreviation of: June. 

Jun., an abbreviation of: Junior. 

-junc-, root. -junc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “join; connect.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ADJOIN, ADJUNCT, CONJUNCTION, DISJOINTED, IN- 
JUNCTION, JOIN(T), REJOIN, REJOINDER, SUBJUNCTIVE. 

jun-co (jung/k6) /' d3ankow/ n. [count], pl. -cos. a small 
gray or gray and brown North American finch. Also called 
snowbird. 

junc-tion (jungk/shan) /' d3agkfan/ n. [count] a place 
or point where two or more things meet or are joined, 
such as a Station where railroad lines meet, cross, or di- 
verge, Or an intersection of roads. See -JuNc-. 

june-ture (jungk/char) /'d3anktfor/ n. [count] 1. a 
point of time, esp. one made important or critical by 
circumstances that come together: At this juncture, we 
must decide whether to continue negotiations. 2. a place 
where two things are joined. See -JuNc-. 

June (joon) / d3uwn/ n. [proper noun] the sixth month of 
the year, containing 30 days. Abbr.: Jun. 

junegle (jung/gal) /' d3angal/ n. 1. wild land overgrown 
with thick, dense plant life, often nearly impossible to 
penetrate: [noncount): The country is all jungle. [count]: 
the jungles of the world. 2. [count] something that 
causes confusion: a jungle of rules and regulations. 3. 
[count] a place of violent struggle: the jungle of the 
ghetto streets. 

juneior (joon’yar) /' d3uwnyoar/ adj. 1. a. younger: your 
Junior brother. b. This word is used to name a son after 
his father; it is often written as Jr. following the name: 
Edward Hansen, Jr. 2. (before a noun) of more recent 
election, appointment, or admission: the junior senator 
from Michigan. 3. of lower rank or standing: a junior law 
partner. 4. of or relating to juniors in high school or col- 
lege: junior year. 5. [before a noun] being smaller than 
the usual size: junior clothes. —n. [count] 6. a person 
who is younger than another: She is my junior. 7. a per- 
son who is newer or of lower rank, as in a profession; 
Subordinate: a junior in the firm. 8. a student in the next 
to the last year at a high school, college, or university. 9. 
a. Often, juniors. [plura a clothing size for garments for 
women with short waists and narrow shoulders. b. a gar- 
ment in this size range. 10. This word is used as a term 
of address for a boy; or youth; or son: Get out there, 
Junior, and show us what you can do. 

junior col/lege, n. an institution offering courses only 
through the first two years of college instruction and 
granting an associate’s degree or a certificate of title: 
[count]: The junior colleges of that system are funded by 
the City. [poncount): two years of junior college. 

jun/ior high’ school’, n. a school attended after ele- 
mentary school and usually for grades seven through 
nine: [count]: The district changed from a junior high 
school to a middle school. [nonconnt): is attending junior 
high school. 

jueni-per (j00/na par) /' d3uwnopar/ n. [count] an ever- 
green shrub or tree of the cypress family having scaly 
leaves and berrylike cones that provide an oil used in fla- 
voring gin. 

junk’ (jungk) / d3ank/ n. [noncount) 1. old, mostly use- 
less material or objects, such as metal, paper, or rags: 
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junk accumulating in the attic. 2. something thought of 
as worthless, meaningless, or useless; trash: junk found 
in a garage sale. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to discard as no 
longer of use; scrap: They had to junk the car after thir- 
teen years. —junk/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

junk? (jungk) /d3ank/ n. [court] a seagoing ship used 
primarily in Chinese waters, having square sails, a high 
stern, and usually a flat bottom. 

junk’ bond’, z. [count] a corporate bond with a low 
rating and a high yield and usually involving high risk. 

junkeer (jung/kar) /' d3agkor/ n. [count] Informal. a car 
that is old or in bad enough repair to be scrapped. 

jun-ket (jung/kit) /' d3agkit/ n. 1. [noncount] a custard- 

like dessert of flavored milk and rennet. 2. [count] a 
pleasure trip or excursion: a junket down the Mississippi. 
3. [count] a trip taken by a government official at public 
expense. —v. [no obj] 4. to go on a junket: The Con- 
gressinen were jurtketing in Asia. —jun-ke-teer (jung/ki- 
ter’) /,d3agki'tior/ jun’ket-er, n. [count] 

junk’ food’, 1. food, as potato chips or candy, that is 
high in calories but of little nutritional value: [noncount): 
feasting on junk food. [count]: ate junk foods instead of 
fruits and vegetables. 

junk-ie or junkey (jung’ké) / d3ankiy/ n. [count], pl. 
junk-ies. Informal. 1. a drug addict. 2. a person with a 
strong craving for something: a chocolate junkie. 3. a 
follower; devotee: a baseball junkie. 

junk’ mail’, n. [roncount] advertisements and requests 
for donations, mailed in bulk. 

juneta (hdon/te, jun/-, hun/-) /‘honts, 'd3an-, ‘han-/ n. 
[count], pl. -tas. a small group ruling, or planning to 
rule, a country, esp. immediately after a coup d'état and 
before a legal government has been set up. 

-jur-, root. -jur- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “swear.” It is related to the root -Jus-, meaning 
“law: rule.” This meaning is found in such words as: A8- 
JURE, CONJURE, INJURE, JURIDICAL, JURISDICTION, JURY, PER- 
JURE. 

juridical (jõ rid/i kal) /d3u'ridikol/ also jueridic, 
adj. 1. of or relating to the administration of justice. 2. 
of or relating to law or jurisprudence; legal. See -JUR-. 

jusrisedic-tion (joor/is dik’shan) /, d3uris'dikfan/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the right, power, or authority to administer 
justice by hearing and determining controversies: to have 
military jurisdiction over the occupied territories. 2. the 
extent or range of judicial, law-enforcement, or other au- 
thority: a case under local jurisdiction. —ju/ris-dic’- 
tional, adj. See -JUR-, -DICT-. 

jueris-pru-dence ( jdor’/is prodd/ns) /, d3oris'pruwdns/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the science or philosophy of law. 2. a sys- 
tem of laws. 3. a branch of law: medical jurisprudence. 
See -JUR-. 

juerist (joor/ist) /‘d3urist/ n. [count] a person who 
knows a lot about the law, esp. a judge. Compare JUROR. 
See -JUR-. 

jurris-tic (jõ ris/tik) / d3u'ristik/ also jueris/ti-cal, adj. 
of or relating to a jurist or to jurisprudence; juridical. See 
-JUR-. 

jueror (joor/ar, -ôr) /' d3urar, -or/ n. [count] 1. a mem- 
ber of a jury. 2. a person summonded to serve as a ju- 
ror. See -JUR-. 

juery (joor’é) /' d3oriy/ u. (count), pl. -ries. 1. a group of 
persons who are sworn to decide a case or give a verdict 
by examining the evidence in a court. 2. a group of per- 
sons who are chosen to decide on who is to receive 
prizes, awards, etc., as in a competition. See -JUR-. 

ju/ry-rig’, v. [~ + obj). -rigged, -rig-ging. to assemble 
hastily or from whatever is at hand, esp. for temporary 
use: to jury-rig stage liglits using car headlights. —ju/- 
ry-rigged/, adj.: the jury-rigged booby traps. 

-juS-, root. -jus- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “law; rule; fair; just.” It is related to the root 
-JUR-. This meaning is found in such words as: ADJUST, 
JUST, JUSTICE, MALADJUSTED, READJUST, UNJUST. 

just (just) /d3ast/ adv. 1. within a brief preceding time; 
only a moment before: The sun just came out. 2. at this 
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moment: The movie is just ending. 3. exactly or pre- 
cisely: That's just what | mean. 4. by a narrow margin; 
barely: She's just over six feet tall. 5. only or merely: / 
was just a child. 6. simply: We'll just have to wait and 
see. 7. quite: really; positively: /’m feeling just fine. 
—adj. 8. guided by reason, justice, and fairness: a just 
society. 9. done or made according to principle; equita- 
ble; proper: a just reply. 10. based on right; rightful; law- 
ful: a just claim to the land. 11. given or awarded rightly; 
deserved: The criminal received a just punishment. 
—Idiom. 12. just about, almost; nearly: Dinner was 
just about ready. —just/ly, adv. —just/ness, n. [non- 
count ] See -jus-.. 

jus-tice (jus/tis) /' d3astis/ n. 1. [noncount) the quality 
of being just; righteousness, fairness, or moral rightness: 
If there is any justice in this world, you'll be rewarded for 
your hard work. 2. [noncount] rightfulness: There’s jus- 
tice in what he says. 3. [noncount) judgment of individu- 
als or causes by judicial process: The courts administer 
justice. 4. (count) a judicial officer; a judge or magis- 
trate. —-Idiom. 5. bring (someone) to justice, [bring 
+ obj + to + 7] to cause to come before a court for 
trial or to receive punishment for one’s crimes. 6. do 
justice, a. to appreciate properly: [do + justice to + 
obj): We'll have to see the play again if we want to do 
justice to it. [do + obj (pronoun) + justice): If you want 
to do it justice, you'll just have to see it again. b. to re- 
flect or express the worth of properly: [do + justice + to 
+ obj): That gown simply doesn't do justice to your fig- 
ure. [do + obj (pronoun) + justice]: That gown doesnt 
do you justice. See -1us-. 

jus/tice of the peace’, n. [count] a local public offi- 
cer having authority to decide minor civil and criminal 
cases in court, to administer oaths, to perform mar- 
riages, etc. 

jus-ti-fiiasble (jus/ta fiə bal, jus/ta fi7-) /'d3a- 
sta,fayabal, ,d3asta'fay-/ adj. that can be justified: a 
case of justifiable homicide. —jus/ti-fi/a-bly, adv. See 
-JUS-. 

jus-ti-fieca-tion (jus/ta fi kā/shən) /,dzastofi'keyfan/ n. 
a reason, fact, circumstance, or explanation that justifies: 
[noncount]: His treatment of you was all the justification 
you needed to leave. [count]: He was looking for any jus- 
tification to fire her. See -JUS-. 

jus-ti-fy (jus/tə fi^) /' d3astə,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. 1. to show or prove to be just, right, or reasona- 
ble: The pleasure these paintings give justifies their high 
cost. 2. to defend as permitted or allowable: / can't jus- 
tify my actions. 3. to space out words or characters in 
(lines of type) to produce an even margin. See -Jus-. 

jut (jut) /d3at/ v. [no obj; (~ + out), jut-ted, jut-ting. 
to stick out beyond the main body or line; to project; 
protrude: a strip of land jutting (out) into the bay. 

jute (joot) /d3uwt/ n. [noncount] 1. a strong, rough, 
coarse fiber used for making burlap, gunny, cordage, etc. 
2. a plant of the linden family from which this fiber is 
made. 

jueveenile (jo0’ve ni, -nil’) /' d3uwvonl, -,nayl/ adj. 1. of, 
characteristic of, or suitable for children or young people: 
juvenile books. 2. young; youthful. 3. immature; child- 
ish: juvenile teriper tantrums. —n. [count] 4. a young 
person; youth. 5. a person not old enough to be thought 
of, or treated as, an adult: a court for juveniles. —ju/ve- 
nile-ly, adv. 

ju’venile delin’quency, n. [noncount] illegal or crim- 
inal behavior by a minor or someone not old enough to 
be treated as an adult in a court of law. —ju/venile 
delin’quent, n. [count] 

jux-ta-pose ( juk/ste poz’, juk/sta p62’) 
/' dzaksta,powz, ,d3aksta'powz/ v. [~ + obj), -posed, 
-pos-ing. to place close together or side by side, esp. for 
comparison or contrast: juxtaposed the left view with the 
right. —jux-ta-porsi-tion (juk/sta pə zish’an) /,d3aksta- 
po'zifan/ n. (roncount] See -Pos-. 

JV or J.V., an abbreviation of: 1. joint venture. 2. junior 
varsity. 
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K, k (ka) /key/ n. [count], pl. Ks or K's, ks or k's. the 
llth letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

K, an abbreviation of: 1. Computers. a. the number 1024 
or 2'°: A binary 32K memory has 32,768 positions. b. kil- 
obyte. 2. the number 1000: a $20K salary. 3. kindergar- 
ten. 4. kitchen. 

k. or k, an abbreviation of: 1. karat. 2. kilogram. 

ka-bob (ka bob’) /ka'bob/ 1. KEBAB. 

ka-bu-ki (kə bōö/kē, kä/böð ke’) /ko'buwkiy, 'ka- 
buw,kiy/ n. [noncount] a popular drama of Japan in 
which male actors perform all the roles, wearing very 
fancy costumes and acting according to certain styles and 
patterns. 

kaf-fee-klatsch or kaf-fee klatsch (ki/fé klacty, 
-kKlach’, kô/-) /‘kafiy,klatf, -,kletf, 'ko-/ also coffee 
klatsch, n. [count] a social gathering for informal con- 
versation at which coffee is served. 

kale (kal) /keyl/ n. [noncount] a cabbagelike plant of the 
mustard family, having wrinkled leaves and used as a 
vegetable: a salad with kale. 

ka-lei-do-scope (kə li’da skop’) /ko'laydo,skowp/ n. 
[count] 1. a tube-shaped instrument in which loose bits 
of colored glass at the end of the tube are reflected in 
mirrors so as to display changing patterns as the tube is 
rotated. 2. [usually singular] a continually shifting pat- 
tern, scene, or the like. —ka-lei-do-scop:ic (ka li/da- 
skop/ik) /ko,layda'sknpik/ adj. 

ka-mi-ka-ze (ka/mi kä/zē) /,kami'kaziy/ n., pl. -zes, adj. 
—n. [count] 1. (during World War Il) a member of a spe- 
cial group of Japanese airmen flying suicidal missions 
against U.S. warships. 2. an airplane filled with explo- 
sives and flown by a kamikaze. —adj. [before a noun) 3. 
of or resembling a kamikaze; wildly reckless; suicidal: a 
kamikaze attack. 

kan-ga-roo (kang/go 1d0’) /,kungo'ruw/ n. [count], pl. 
-roos, (esp. when thought of as a group) -roo. a plant- 
eating animal of Australia and nearby islands, that jumps 
with powerful hind legs, and carries its young in its 
pouch. 

kan/’garoo court’, n. [count] a self-appointed or oth- 
erwise irregularly operated court or trial that disregards 
existing principles of law or human rights and thus 
makes a fair trial impossible. 

Kans., an abbreviation of: Kansas. 

ka-pok (ka/pok) /‘'keypnk/ n. [noncount] the silky down 
material that covers the seeds of a tropical tree, and is 
used for stuffing life jackets, etc., and for insulation. 

ka-put (ka pdot’, -poot’, ka-) /ka'put, -'puwt, kə-/ adj. 
[be + ~] Slang. ruined; demolished; unable to operate 
or continue; broken: The TV is kaput. 

Kar-a-kul (kar’o kal) /'kærəkəl/ n. [noncount] an Asian 
breed of sheep having curly fleece that is black in the 
young and brown or gray in the adult. 

kar-at or car-at (kar/at) /'kærət/ n. [count] a unit for 
measuring the amount of pure gold in a mixture of gold, 
pure gold being 24 karats: fourteen karats of gold. [sin- 
gular before a noun): eighteen-karat gold. 

ka-ra-te (kə rd/té) /ko'ratiy/ n. [noncount] a Japanese 
method of self-defense using fast, hard blows with the 
hands, elbows, knees, or feet. 

karema (kar/msa) /‘karmo/ n. [(noncount) 1. (in Hinduism 
and Buddhism) action seen as bringing upon oneself 
results that will be felt either in this life or in a reincarna- 
tion. 2. the good or bad feelings felt to be generated by 
someone or something: bad karma. 

ka-sha (kä/shə) /'kafo/ n. [noncount) 1. a soft food pre- 
pared from crushed grain with the hulls removed, esp. 
buckwheat. 2. such grain before cooking. 

ka-ty-did (ka/té did) /‘keytiydid/ n. [count] a large, 
usually green, long-horned American grasshopper, the 
males of which produce a characteristic song resembling 
the phrase “Katey did.” 

kay.ak (kak) /‘kaywk/ n. [count] 1. an Eskimo canoe 
with a skin cover on a light framework and a flexible 
opening at the center. 2. a small boat resembling this. 
—v. [no obj] 3. to go or travel by kayak. 

Kay*o (ka/6/, ka/0’) /'key'ow, 'key,ow/ n., ph -os, v., 
-oed, -o-ing. See KO. 

ka.zoo (kə 260/) /ko'zuw/ n. [count], pl. -zoos. a musical 
toy made up of a tube that is open at both ends and has 
a hole in the side covered with something like paper, 
which produces a buzzing sound when the performer 
hums into one end. 

keebab or Kaebob (ka bob’) /ka'bnb/ n. [count] small 
pieces of meat or seafood that are seasoned and put on 
a thin metal or wooden rod, then broiled or grilled, often 
with peppers, onions, or other vegetables. 


keel (kél) /kiyl/ n. [count] 1. the base at the bottom of 
the hull of a boat, usually a long metal or wooden bar, 
that extends from the back to the front and from which 
the sides are built. —v. 2. keel over, [no obj] a. to cap- 
size or overturn: The boat keeled over in the hurricane. 
b. to fall in or as if in a faint: to keel over from the heat. 
—Idiom. 3. on an even keel, in a steady or stable 
State: fo keep things on an even keel. 
keen (kén) /kiyn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. finely sharpened; so 
shaped as to cut or pierce readily: a razor with a keen 
edge. 2. sharp, piercing, or biting: a keen wind. 3. very 
sensitive, responsive, or alert: a keen sense of hearing; a 
keen mind. 4, having great ability to see clearly and un- 
derstand; astute: a keen observer of human nature. 5. 
intense: keen competition for the job. 6. (usually: be + 
~] eager; interested; enthusiastic: [~ + to + verb]: I was 
very keen to go swimming. [~ + on/about): He was very 
keen on football. 7. [be + ~ + on] interested in roman- 
tically: not keen on anyone special at the moment. 8. 
Slang. great; wonderful: a keen new bike. —keen/ly, 
adv.: felt the loss keenly. —keen/ness, n. (noncount } 
keep (kēp) /kiyp/ v., kept, keep-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj) to hold or cause to remain in one's possession: kept 
the change from a ten-dollar bill. 2. {~ + obj] to hold or 
cause to remain in a given place; put or store: / keep the 
car in the garage. 3. to (cause to) continue or stay in a 
certain position, state, course, Condition, or action: [~ + 
obj + verb-ing): to keep a light burning. [~ + verb-ing]: 
I kept trying to reach her by phone. [~ (+ obj) + adjec- 
tive]: Keep the children quiet during the ceremony. [~ + 
obj + verb-ed/-en): You have to keep your lawn mowed 
in that neighborhood. [~ + obj]: vowed to keep his si- 
lence. 4. to maintain or cause to stay fresh or in usable 
or edible condition; (cause to) be preserved: [~ + obj]: 
to keep meat by freezing it. [no obj): How long will this 
meat keep in hot weather? 5. [~ + obj] to cause to stay 
or remain in a particular place; detain: They kept me in 
prison for days. 6. to remain in (a place, spot, etc.); stay: 
[~ + obj]: Please keep your seats. [no obj): Keep off the 
grass. 7. [~ + obj) to have readily available for use or 
sale: fo keep machine parts in stock. 8. [~ + obj] to 
maintain in one’s service or for one’s use: She can no 
longer afford to keep a car and a driver. 9. [~ + obj] to 
associate with: fo keep bad company. 10. to (cause to) 
be held back from disclosing: [~ + obj]: keeping secrets. 
[no obj): The rest of the story will have to keep until the 
next time. 11. [~ + obj] to withhold, as from use; re- 
serve; save: to keep the best wine for guests. 12. to re- 
Strain or prevent, as from an action: [~ + obj + from + 
verb-ing): to keep the warmth from escaping. [~ + one- 
Self + from + verb-ing]: couldn't keep herself from smil- 
ing. [~ + from + verb-ing): Can you keep from smiling? 
13. [~ + obj) to control; maintain: police officers keep- 
ing the peace. 14. [~ + obj] to maintain by writing; to 
record regularly: to keep a diary. 15. [~ + obj] to ob- 
serve; obey or fulfill: She always keeps her promises. 16. 
[~ + obj] to observe (a season, festival, etc.) with for- 
malities or rites: fo keep Christmas. 17. [~ + obj] to 
maintain; manage: to keep a small grocery store. 18. [~ 
+ obj) to guard; protect: He kept her from harm. 19. [~ 
+ obj) to maintain or support: Can you keep a family on 
those wages? 20. [~ + obj] to maintain one’s position 
in or on: fo keep a job. 21. (no obj) to continue to follow 
a path, course, etc.: Keep on this road; keep left. 22. 
keep at, to (cause to) continue (working, etc.); persevere 
in: [~ + at + obj): She just kept at the task. [~ + obj + 
at + obj): The boss kept us at it all night. 23. keep 
back, a. to hold in check; restrain: [~ + Obj + back}: 
The police kept the crowd back. [~ + back + obj): They 
kept back the crowd. b. [no obj] to stay away from: The 
firefighters at first kept back from the fire. c. to withhold: 
not to tell! [~ + obj + back): Don't keep any information 
back. [~ + back + obj]: She's keeping back the news 
from us. 24. keep down, a. to maintain at an accepta- 
ble level; control: [~ + obj + down): The store kept the 
temperature down. [~ + down + obj): They kept down 
the temperature. b. to prevent from advancing or flour- 
ishing: [~ + obj + down): It's hard to keep a good per- 
son down. [~ + down + obj): The company shouldn't 
keep down dedicated workers. c. to avoid vomiting 
(food): [~ + down + obj): The patient managed to keep 
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down the meal. [~ + obj + down]: wondered if he could 
keep it down. 25. keep on, [~ + on + verb-ing] to con- 
tinue; persist: The train kept right on going. 26. keep 
to, [~ + to + obj] a. to obey; conform to; go along 
with: fo keep to the rules. b. to confine oneself to: fo 
keep to one's bed. 27. keep up, a. [~ + up + with + 
obj] to perform as swiftly or successfully as others: She 
easily kept up with the rest of the runners. b. to perse- 
vere: continue: [~ + up + obj]: kept up a continuous 
groaning. [~ + up (+ with) + obj): kept up (with) the 
payrnents; told her to keep up the good work. (ro obj): 
How long will that horrible music keep up? c. [7 + up 
+ obj] to maintain in good condition or repair: He hked 
to keep up old cars. d. [~ + up + with + obj) to stay 
informed: He kept up with alt the latest sports events. 
—n. [count] 28. [usually singular] the cost of food and a 
place to live or stay; subsistence; support: had to work 
for his keep. 29. the innermost and strongest structure 
or central tower of a medieval castle; dungeon. 
—Idiom. 30. for keeps, a. with the understanding that 
winnings are retained by the winner: playing poker for 
keeps. b. with serious intent or purpose: Weve all in this 
effort for keeps. c. permanently; forever. 31. keep to 
oneself, a. to remain apart from the society of others. b. 
[~ + obj + to + oneself) to hold (something) as secret 
or not to be told to another: You can't keep that informa- 
tion to yourself any longer. [~ + to + oneself + obj): 
Keep to yourself any information you receive. 

keep-er (ké/par) /‘kiypor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
guards or watches, as a prison warden. 2. a person who 
owns or operates a business, or one who is responsible 
for the maintenance of something: Hhotelkeeper; zoo- 
keeper. 3. a person responsible for the preservation and 
conservation of something valuable, as a curator at a 
museum. 

keep-ing (ké/ping) /'kiypiņ/ n. [noncount] 1. in keep- 
ing with, in agreement with things that are usually asso- 
ciated together or connected: Her actions were not in 
keeping with her words. 2. the act of a person or thing 
that keeps; observance, custody, or care: We put the 
jewels in your keeping. 

keep-sake (kép’sak’) /‘kiyp,seyk/ n. [count] anything 
kept, or given to be kept, as a memento; remembrance. 

keg (keg) /keg/ n. [count] 1. a small cask or barrel. 2. a 
unit of weight equal to 100 pounds (45 kg), used for 
nails. 

kelp (kelp) /kelp/ n. [noncount] a large brown seaweed 
used as food and in manufacturing processes. 

kelvin (kelvin) /‘kelvin/ n. [count] 1. a standard unit of 
temperature. Abbr.: K —adj. 2. of or relating to an abso- 
lute scale of temperature (Kelvin scale’) based on the 
kelvin in which the degree intervals are equal to those of 
the Celsius scale: converting to kelvin temperatures. [af- 
ter a noun): thirty degrees kelvin. 

ken (ken) /ken/ n., v., kenned or kent (kent) /kent/ ken» 
ning. —n. [noncount] 1. knowledge or understanding: an 
idea beyond one’s ken. —v. [~ + obj) 2. Chiefly Scottish. 
to have knowledge (about); know. 

kennel (ken/l) /‘kenl/ n., v., -neled, -neling or (esp. 
Brit.) -nelled, -nel-ling. —n. [count] 1. a small house for 
a dog. 2. Often, kennels. [plural] a business or estab- 
lishment where dogs or cats are bred, trained, or kept for 
a fee. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put or keep in or as if in a 
kennel. 

Ken-yan (ken’yan, kén/-) /‘kenyon, 'kiyn-/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Kenya. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Kenya. 

kept (kept) /kept/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of Keer. —adj. 2. fi- 
nancially supported by another in exchange for some- 
thing, as sexual services: a kept woman. 

ker-a-tin (ker’a tin) /‘keroatin/ n. [moncount] a tough 
protein that is the main part of hair, nails, horn, hoofs, 
etc., and of the outermost layer of skin. 

kerb (kûrb) /ksrb/ n., v., Brit. curs (defs. 1, 5, 9). 

ker-chief (ktr/chif, -chéf) /'ksrtfif, -tfiyf/ n. [count] 1. 
a woman’s square scarf worn as a covering for the head 
or sometimes the shoulders. 2. HANDKERCHIEF. 

ker-nel (kir/nl) /‘karnl/ n., v., -neled, -neling or (esp. 
Brit.) -nelled, -nel-ling. —/. [count] 1. the soft part in 
the shell of a nut or the stone of a fruit that can usually 
be eaten. 2. an essential part; germ: There was hardly a 
kernel of truth in what you told hin. 

ker-o-sene (ker/a sén’) /‘kera,siyn/ n. [noncount] a liq- 
uid made from petroleum or shale, used as a fuel and 
cleaning solvent. 

kes-trel (kes/tral) /‘kestral/ n. [count] a small falcon that 
hovers as it hunts. 
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ketch (kech) /ketf/ n. [count] a sailing vessel with two 
masts, the larger, forward one being the mainmast. 

ketch-up (kech’ap, kach’-) /‘ketfop, 'kætf-/ n. [non- 
count] a thick sauce made of tomatoes, onions, vinegar, 
sugar, and spices. 

ket-tle (ket/l) /'ket]/ n. [count] a pot, usually of metal, 
with a spout, handle, and lid used mainly to boil water. 

ket-tleedrum (ket/l drum’) /‘ketl,dram/ n. [count] a 
large drum consisting of a hollow curved bottom of 
brass, copper, or fiberglass over which is stretched a 
skin, the tension of which can be adjusted by screws or 
foot pedals to vary the pitch. Compare TIMPANI. 

key! (kē) /kiy/ n., pl. keys, adj., v., keyed, key-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a small metal instrument specially cut to fit 
into a lock and move its bolt: the house keys. 2. any of 
various devices resembling or functioning as a key: The 
key of an old-fashioned clock is used to wind it up. 3. 
something that provides a means to achieve, become 
skilled at, or understand something else: the key to a se- 
cret code; the key to happiness. 4. a book or other text 
containing the solutions or answers for material given 
elsewhere, as testing exercises. 5. an explanation of ab- 
breviations, symbols, and the like used in a dictionary, 
map, etc.: a pronunciation key. 6. one of the buttons or 
levers on the keyboard of a typewriter, computer, piano, 
or the like, that are pressed to operate the device. 7. the 
principal tonality of a piece of music: a syrnphony in the 
key of C minor. 8. mood or characteristic style, as of ex- 
pression or thought: He writes in a melancholy key. 9. a 
hand-operated switching device capable of switching one 
or more parts of a circuit. —adj. [before a noun) 10. 
chief; major; essential; crucial; fundamental; pivotal: a 
key industry. —v. 11. [~ + obj] to bring into a state of 
agreement, conformity, or harmony; coordinate: The 
commercials should be keyed to the audience who will 
be viewing them. 12. [~ + obj] to regulate the musical 
pitch of. 13. [~ + obj] to set with or as if with a key: He 
keyed the alarm. 14. to type (data) into a computer: [~ 
+ in + obj): He keyed in all the data. [~ + obj + in]: 
He keyed the data in. 15. key (in) on, [~ + in + on + 
obj] to single out as important: The basketball team 
keyed in on their opponent's star player. 

key? (kē) /kiy/ n. [count], pi. keys. a reef or low island; 


cay. 

key-board (ké/bérd’, -bōrd/) /'kiy,bərd, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] 1. the row or set of keys on a piano, organ, type- 
writer, computer, etc. See illustration at office. 2. any of 
various musical instruments played by means of a piano- 
like keyboard. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to enter (data) into a 
computer by means of a keyboard: keyboarded all the 
data. —key’board/er, n. [count] 

keyed’ up’, adj. tense; very nervous or stimulated: a 
keyed up boxing crowd. 

key-hole (ke/hol’) /kiy,howl/ n. [count] a hole for in- 
serting a key in a lock, esp. one in the shape of a circle 
with a narrow rectangle beneath it. 

key-note (ké/not’) /'kiy,nowt/ n, v, -not-eed, -not-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. the note or tone on which a key or system 
of tones is based; tonic. 2. the central idea, as of a 
speech or political campaign: The keynote of his cam- 
paign was the economy. 3. KEYNOTE ADDRESS. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to deliver a keynote address (at): He will keynote 
the conference. —key/not/er, n. [count] See -NOTA-. 

key/note address’, n. [count] a speech, as at a politi- 
cal convention or other gathering, that presents impor- 
tant issues, principles, policies, etc. Also called key’note 
speech’. 

key-punch (ké/punch/’) /‘kiy,pants/ n. [count] 1. a ma- 
chine, operated by a keyboard, for coding information by 
punching holes in cards or paper tape in certain patterns. 
—v. [~ + obj) 2. to punch holes in (a punch card or pa- 
per tape) using a keypunch. —key’puncl’er, n. [count] 

key-stone (ké/st6n’) /'kiy,stown/ n. [count] 1. the 
wedge-shaped piece at the top of an arch that holds the 
other pieces in place. 2. something on which associated 
things depend; basis; foundation: the keystone of one's 
philosophy. 

kg, an abbreviation of: kilogram. 

khakei (kak’é, kä/kē) /'kækiy, 'kakiy/ n., pl. khak-is, adj. 
—n. 1. (noncount] dull yellowish brown. 2. [noncount] a 
strong, usually twilled fabric of this color, used esp. in 
making uniforms. 3. Usually, khakis. [plura a. a uni- 
form made of this cloth. b. a garment made of this cloth. 
—adj. 4. of the color khaki. 5. made of khaki. 

kHz, an abbreviation of: kilohertz. 

KIA or K.I.A., an abbreviation of: killed in action. 

kib-butz (ki bdédts’, -boots’) /kr'bots, -'buwts/ n. [count], 
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pl. -but-zim (-boot sém/) /-but'siym/. (in Israel) a com- 
munity settlement or farm in which the people living 
there share the work, property, and profits from any busi- 
ness. 

kisbosh (ki/bosh, ki bosh’) /‘kaybpf, ki'bof/ n. [non- 
count] Slang. —Idiom. put the kibosh on, [~ + obj] 
to put an end to; check: put the kibosh on excessive 
spending. 

kick (kik) /kik/ v. 1. to strike with the foot or feet; to 
make a rapid, forceful move with the feet: [~ + obj]: to 
kick a ball. [no obj): The baby was laughing and kicking 
in delight. 2. [~ + obj] to drive, force, thrust, etc., by or 
as if by kicks: He kicked a hole in the door. 3. {~ + obj] 
Football. to score (a field goal) by kicking the ball. 4. [~ 
+ obj) Slang. to give up or break (a drug addiction): He 
kicked his habit. 5. [no obj) to resist, object, or com- 
plain: All she did was kick about her new job. 6. [no obj) 
to recoil on firing: The heavy rifle kicked against his 
shoulder. 7. [no obj) to be actively or vigorously in- 
volved: alive and kicking. 8. kick around, a. [~ + obj + 
around] to treat harshly: Don't kick the staff around like 
that. b. to speculate about; discuss: [~ + around + 
Obj): We kicked around a few ideas. [~ + obj + around): 
We kicked a few ideas around. c. [no obj] to move fre- 
quently from place to place; roam; wander: They kicked 
around for a few years, then settled down. d. (no obj] to 
linger or remain for a long interval without being used, 
noticed, or resolved: The old bike's just been kicking 
around in the garage. 9. kick back, a. [no obj] to recoil: 
The gun kicked back hard against his shoulder. b. to give 
someone a kickback: [~ + back + obj): had to kick back 
some $30,000. [~ + obj + back]: Kick something back 
to the mob boss. 10. kick in, a. to contribute one’s 
share: [~ + in + obj): We Kicked in a few dollars for the 
fund. [~ + obj + in): We kicked a few dollars in. b. [no 
obj) to go into effect; become operational: Next year the 
new tax code kicks in. 11. kick off, a. [no obj] Football. 
to begin or resume play by a kickoff. b. [no obj] Slang. 
to die. c. to start or begin (a project, undertaking, etc.): 
[~ + off + obj): The company kicked off its ad cam- 
paign. (~ + obj + off}: They kicked it off with a great 
celebration. 12. kick out, throw out; get rid of: [~ + 
out + obj): The voters wanted to kick out all the do- 
nothing politicians. [~ + obj + out]: The voters want to 
kick them out. 13. kick over, (of an engine) to begin ig- 
nition; turn over; start: [no obj): See if it will kick over. [~ 
+ obj + over]: Kick the engine over. [~ + over + obj]: 
Kick over the engine. 14. kick up, a. [~ + up + obj] to 
stir up: spending more time kicking up trouble than 
working. b. [no obj) to become evident or active: My 
rheumatism is kicking up again. —n. [count] 15. the act 
of kicking. 16. an objection or complaint: What's your 
kick? 17. a. a thrill; excitement that gives pleasure: What 
a kick it is to see you again! b. a strong but temporary 
interest, often an activity: Photography is his latest kick. 
18. a stimulating or intoxicating quality in alcoholic drink 
or certain drugs: a strong kick to this wine. 19. a recoil, 
as of a gun. —kick/er, n. [count] 

kickback (kik’bak’) /‘kik,bwk/ n. [count] a portion of 
one’s income or profit given to someone as payment for 
having made the income possible, esp. as in a dishonest 
or illegal scheme involving the use of political or profes- 
sional influence. 

kick-off or kick-off (kik/ôf, -of /‘kikjof, -,0f/ n. 
[count] 1. a kick that puts the ball into play in football or 
soccer. 2. start; beginning: Tonight is the campaign kick- 
off. 

kickestand (kik/stand’) /‘kik,stand/ n. [count] a device 
for supporting a bicycle or motorcycle when not in use, 
usually a bar on a Spring that can be swung up toward 
the rear or down to rest on the ground. 

kickey (kik’é) /'kikiy/ adj., -i-er, -est. Slang. pleasura- 
bly amusing or exciting: a kicky dance club. 

kid! (kid) /kid/ n. 1. [count] Informal. a. a child or young 
person. b. This word is used as a familiar form of ad- 
dress: “Hey kid, come here,” he yelled. 2. [count] a 
young goat. 3. [noncount] leather made from the skin of 
a kid or goat. —adj. [before a noun] 4. made of kidskin. 
5. Informal. younger: my kid sister. 

kid? (kid) /kid/ v., kid-ded, kid-ding. /nformal. 1. to talk 
or deal jokingly with; tease; jest with: [no obj]: We were 
just kidding; we didnt mean those things we said about 
you. [~ + obj]: We were just kidding you about your 
clothes. 2. to fool; deceive: [~ + obj]: You're not kidding 
me this time, it’s for real, isn't it? (no obj): Stop kidding 
around and tell me the truth. —kid/der, n. [count] 
kidedie or kidedy (kid’é) /‘kidiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. 
Informal. a child; youngster; tot. 
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kidnap (kid/nap) /'kidnæp/ v. [~ + obj], -napped or 
-naped, -nap-ping or -nap-ing. to carry off (a person) by 
force or trickery, esp. for use as a hostage or to get 
money; abduct. —kid/nap-per, kid’nap-er, n. (court) 

kideney (kid/né) /‘kidniy/ n. [count], pl. -neys. one of a 
pair of organs in the rear of the upper abdomen that fil- 
ter waste from the blood, produce uric acid or urea, and 
maintain water balance in the body. 

kid/ney bean’, n. [count] 1. a bean plant grown in 
many varieties for its seeds and pods which can be 
eaten. 2. its mature seed, esp. the dark red, kidney- 
shaped seed of some varieties. 

kid/ney stone’, n. [count] a stony mineral 
formed abnormally in the kidney. 

kiel-ba-sa (kil ba’sa, kél-) /kil'basa, kiyl-/ n., ph -sas, 
-sy (-SĒ) /-siy/. a smoked sausage flavored with garlic: 
[noncount)]: served us kielbasa. [count]: We had two kiel- 
basas. 

kill (kil) /kil/ v. 1. to deprive of life; cause the death of: 
cause to die; slay: [~ + obj]: soldiers killing the enemy. 
[70 obj): had to kill or be killed. 2. [~ + obj] to destroy; 
do away with; extinguish: His negative response killed 
our hopes. 3. [~ + obj] to cause (time) to pass with a 
minimum of boredom: killed time by reading a novel. 4. 
Informal. to overcome completely; produce an effect that 
is overwhelming: [~ + obj]: That comedian just kills me. 
[no obj): dressed to kill. 5. [~ + obj] Informal. to cause 
distress, pain, discomfort, or exhaustion to: My feet are 
killing me. 6. [~ + obj] Informal. to consume com- 
pletely: They killed a bottle of bourbon. 7. {~ + obj] to 
cancel publication of (a word, item, etc.) in something 
written; delete or remove (Something typed or entered 
into a computer): killed the last few sentences of his es- 
Say. 8. [~ + obj] to defeat or veto (a legislative bill, etc.): 
The bill was killed before it even got to the floor of the 
Senate. 9. [~ + obj) to turn off; switch off: Kill the en- 
gine. 10. [~ + obj] to hit (a tennis ball, volleyball, etc.) 
with such force that it cannot be returned. 11. kill off, to 
destroy completely: [~ + off + obj): to kill off an infesta- 
tion of termites. [~ + obj + off: to kill the termites off. 
—n. [count] 12. [usually singular] the act of killing, esp. 
game. 13. [sually singular] an animal or animals killed. 
—kill’er, n. [count] 

kill-deer (kil”dér’) /'kil,dior/ n. [count], pl. -deers, 
-deer. a common bird, a plover, having two black bands 
around the upper breast. 

killer whale’, n. [count] a 
whale that feeds chiefly on fish. 

killing (kiling) /‘kilig/ n. 1. the act of one that kills: 
(noncount): Killing is frowned on in most cultures. 
[count]: two gangland-style killings. 2. [count] a quick 
and unusually large profit or financial gain: They made 
quite a killing on that last deal. —adj. 3. [before a noun] 
fatal or destructive: striking with killing force. 4. exhaust- 
ing: a killing pace. 

kill7-joy’ or kill’/joy’, n. [count] a person who spoils 
the joy or pleasure of others; spoilsport. 

kiln (kil, kiln) /kil, kiln/ 7. [count] a furnace or oven for 
burning, baking, or drying something, esp. one for pot- 
tery or for bricks. 

kielo (ké/15) /‘kiylow/ n. [count], pl. -los. a kilogram. 

kilo-, prefix. kilo- is attached to quantities and means 
“thousand”: kilo- + liter ~ kiloliter (= one thousand li- 
ters); kilo- + watt ~ kilowatt (= one thousand watts). 

kilogram (kil’a gran) /‘kilo,gram/ n. [count] a unit of 
mass equal to 1000 grams or approximately 2.2 pounds; 
the base unit of mass. Abbr.: kg Also, esp. Brit, kio. 
gramme’. 

kilohertz (kil hirts’) /‘kilo,hsrts/ nm. [count], pl. 
-hertz, -hertz-es. a unit of frequency equal to 1000 cy- 
cles per second. Abbr.: kHz Formerly, kilocycle. 

kileorme-ter (ki lom/i ter, kil’a mé/-) /ki'lomitor, 
‘kiloymiy-/ n. [count] a unit of length, the common 
measure of distances, equal to 1000 meters (3280.8 feet 
or 0.621 mile). Abbr.: km Also, esp. Brit., kil’o-me/tre. 
See -METER-. 

kil-o-ton (ki/ə tun’) /‘kilo,tan/ n. [count] 1. a unit of 
weight equal to 1000 tons. 2. an explosive force equal to 
that of 1000 tons of TNT. 

kilowatt (kila wot’) /'kilo,wot/ n. [count] a unit of 
power equal to 1000 watts. Abbr.: kW, kw 

kilt (kilt) /Kilt/ m. [count] 1. a knee-length plaid skirt with 
folds, worn by Scotsmen in the Highlands or in some 
military regiments 2. a skirt modeled on this. 

kil-ter (kil/tor) /‘kiltor/ n. [noncount] good condition; or- 
der: The engine was out of kilter. 

kiemoeno (kə mō/nə, -nd) /kə'mownə. -now/ n. [connt], 


mass 


large, black-and-white 
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pl. -nos. 1. a loose, wide-sleeved Japanese robe, fas- 
tened at the waist with a broad sash. 2. a loose dressing 
gown, esp. for women. 

kin (kin) /kin/ n. [plirraf) all of a person's relatives. 

kind! (kind) /kaynd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having a good na- 
ture or way of behaving; compassionate: a kind, helpful 
man. [It + be + ~ + of + obj (+ to + verb)): It was 
kind of her to visit him in the hospital. 2. considerate or 
helpful; humane: to be kind to animals. 

kind? (kind) /kaynd/ n. 1. [count] a class or group of an- 
imals, people, objects, etc., that are classified on the ba- 
sis of traits, appearance, or characteristics that they have 
in common; category; variety; sort: What kind of dog is 
that? 2. [noncount] nature or character: to differ in de- 
gree rather than kind. 3. (count; a + ~ + of + nonn) a 
more or less adequate example of something: The vines 
formed a kind of roof. —Idiom. 4. in kind, a. with 
something of the same kind as that received: She an- 
swered Nis insults in kind (= by giving back insults). b. in 
goods, commodities, or services rather than money: pay- 
ment in kind. 5. kind of, Informal. to some extent; 
somewhat; rather: It's kind of dark in here. 6. of a kind, 
of the same Class, nature, character, etc.: They were two 
of a kind. 

kin-der-gar-ten (kin/dər gar/tn, -dn) /‘kindor,gartn, 
-dn/ n. a class or school for young children, usually five- 
year-olds: [count]: The district consolidated its kindergar- 
tens under one roof. [noncount): started kindergarten 
when she was five. —kin-der-gart-ner, kin-der-gar-ten- 
er (kin/dər gart/nar, -gard’-) /‘kindar,gartnor, -,gard-/ n. 
(count) 

kind-heart-ed (kind/har/tid) /‘kaynd'hartid/ adj. having 
or showing sympathy or kindness. —kind/heart/ed-ly, 
adv. —kind/heart/ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

kin-dle (kin/dl) /'kindl/ v., -dled, -dling. 1. to start (a 
fire); cause (a flame or blaze) to begin burning: [~ + 
obj): to kindle a fire. [no obj): The wood did not kindle 
easily. 2. to (cause to) become aroused, excited, ani- 
mated, or stirred up: [~ + obj]: The promise of a bonus 
kindled their interest. [no obj): Their interest kindled and 
grew. 

kin-dling (kind/ling) /‘kindlin/ n. [monconnt] materials 
used in lighting a fire. 

kindsly (kind/lé) /'kayndliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. 
—adj. [usually before a noun) 1. having, showing, or pro- 
ceeding from a kind disposition: kindly people. —adv. 2. 
in a kind manner. 3. cordially or heartily: We thank you 
kindly. 4. This word is used in requests to mean 
“please”: Kindly close the door. 5. with liking; favorably: 
to take kindly to an idea. —kind/lieness, n. [noncount) 
kindness (kind/nis) /‘kayndnis/ n. 1. [moncoint) the 
state or quality of being kind; kind behavior: Show a little 
kindness. 2. [count] a kind act; favor: Please, do me a 
kindness and leave. 

kin-dred (kin/drid) /‘kindrid/ n. [noncount] 1. a person's 
relatives thought of as a group; kin; kinfolk. 2. relation- 
ship by birth or descent; kinship. —adj. 3. closely similar: 
kindred spirits. 

ki-net-ic (ki netik, ki-) /ki'netik, kay-/ adj. 1. of, related 
to, or caused by motion: kinetic energy. —n. 2. kinetics, 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] the science or 
study of motion or movement. 

kin-folk (kin/fOk’) /‘kin,fowk/ n. (plural; used with a 
plural verb] relatives; kin. Sometimes, kin/folks’. 

king (king) /kin/ n. [count] 1. a male sovereign who 
usually has inherited the position from his parents: the 
king of Sweden. {sed as a title): King Henry VIII ruled 
England in the 16th century. 2. a person or thing best in 
its class: The king of the jungle is supposed to be the 
lion. 3. a playing card with a picture of a king. 4. the 
chief chess piece of each color, whose capture is the ob- 
ject of the game. 5. a checker piece that has been 
moved entirely across the board and has been crowned, 
thus allowing it to be moved in any direction. —king/ty, 
adj., -liver, -livest, adv. —king/’ship, n. [noncourit ] 
king-dom (king’dam) /'kindam/ n. [count] 1. a state or 
government having a king or queen as its head. 2. any- 
thing making up an area or domain (as of study, thought, 
etc.): the Kingdorn of thought. 3. any of one of the three 
broad divisions of natural objects: the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdorns. 

kine-fish-er (king/fish’ar) /‘kin,ftfar/ n. [count] a 
brightly colored bird found worldwide, with a large head 
and big bill. 

king-pin (king’pin’) /‘kipn,pin/ n. [comnt) 1. Informal. a 
person or thing of chief importance: Hes the kingpin of 
the entire organization. 2. the central pin in bowling. 
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king’-size’ or king/-sized’, adj. 1. larger or longer 
than the usual size: king-size cigarettes. 2. (of a bed) ex- 
tra large, usually 76-78 in. (193-198 cm) wide and 
80-84 in. (203-213 cm) long; of or for a bed with such 
measurements: king-size sheets. 

kink (kingk) /kink/ n. [count] 1. a twist or curl, as in a 
thread, rope, wire, or hair: a kink in the telephone cord. 
2. a muscular stiffness or soreness: He woke up with a 
kink in his neck. 3. a flaw or imperfection likely to get in 
the way of the smooth operation of something, as a ma- 
chine or plan: We have to iron out a few kinks in the 
plan. —v. 4. to (cause to) form a kink or kinks, as a rope: 
[no obj]: The string seems to kink just when the kite is 
up in the air. [~ + obj): to kink a wire. 

kineship (kin’ship) /‘kinfip/ n. [noncount] 1. the state of 
being kin: a close feeling of kinship with his ancestors. 2. 
relationship because of similar nature, qualities, or char- 
acteristics; affinity; likeness: felt kinship with fellow suffer- 
ers. 

kinsman or -womean (kinz/mən) or (-woom/an) /'kin- 
zmon/ or /-,wumon/ n. [count], pl. -men or -wom-en. 1. 
a relative. 2. a person of the same nationality or ethnic 
group. 

kivosk (ké/osk, kē osk’) /‘kiyosk, kiy'nsk/ n. [count] 1. a 
small building or structure open on one or more sides, 
used as a newsstand, refreshment stand, etc. 2. a thick, 
columnlike structure on which notices and advertise- 
ments are posted. 3. Brit. a telephone booth. 

kip-per (kip’or) /‘kipar/ n. [count] 1. a fish, esp. a her- 
ring, that has been kippered. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pre- 
pare or cure fish by splitting, salting, drying, and smok- 
ing. 

kisemet (kiz/mit, -met, kis’-) /‘kizmit, -met, ‘kis-/ n. 
[moncount) fate; destiny. 

kiss (kis) /kis/ v. 1. to touch or press with the lips slightly 
pushed out, to show affection, greeting, reverence, etc.: 
[~ + obj]: She kissed him. [no obj): They kissed briefly. 
2. [~ + obj] to touch gently or lightly: The breeze kissed 
her face. 3. [~ + obj] to put, bring, take, or express by 
kissing: She kissed the baby’s tears away. 4. kiss off, 
Slang. to reject or dismiss openly and without feeling: [~ 
+ off + obj): kissed off a promising job. [~ + obj + 
off}: just kissed it off. —n. [count] 5. an act or instance of 
kissing: a quick kiss for luck. 6. a slight touch or contact: 
the kiss of the sunlight. —Idiom. 7. blow or throw a 
kiss, to indicate a kiss from a distance by kissing one’s 
own fingertips and moving the hand forward toward the 
person greeted, usually used to signal farewell: She blew 
a kiss to the crowd. 8. kiss of death, [usually: the + 7 
something that causes or is thought to cause destruction, 
failure, disaster, or the like: Hiring him was the kiss of 
death for this project. —kiss’a-ble, adj. 

kiss/-and-tell’, adj. [before a noun] disclosing secrets 
or private matters to the public; gossipy: a kiss-and-tell 
Hollywood memoir. 

kisser (kis/ər) /'kisor/ n. [cont] 1. a person who 
kisses. 2. Slang. a. the face. b. the mouth. 

kit’ (kit) /kit/ n., v., kit-ted, kitting. —n. 1. [cont] a set 
of tools, supplies, or materials used for a specific pur- 
pose: a first-aid kit. 2. [count] a case or container for 
these. 3. [comnt] a set of materials or parts from which 
something can be assembled: a model airplane kit. 4. 
{noncount] Chiefly Brit. gear: battle kit —v. 5. kit 
out,l10 obj] Chiefly Brit. to outfit or equip. —Idiom. 6. 
the whole kit and caboodle, all the persons or things 
concerned: bought the whole kit and caboodle for $500. 

kit? (kit) /kit/ n. [count] 1. a kitten. 2. a young fox, bea- 
ver, or other small animal that has fur. 

kitch-en (kich’an) /'kitfan/ n. [count] 1. a room or 
place equipped for cooking or preparing food, washing 
dishes, and the like. See illustration at APARTMENT. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. of or resembling a language used for 
communication between employers and employees who 
do not speak the same language: knew enough kitchen 
English to understand simple orders. 

kitch-en-ette (kich’o net’) /,kitfo'net/ n. 
small, compact kitchen. 

kitch’en police’, n. [plural] See KP. 

kite (kit) /kayt/ n., v., kiteed, kiteing. —n. (comnt] 1. a 
light frame of wood or plastic, covered with some thin 
material, as paper, cloth, or plastic, to be flown in the 
wind at the end of a long string. 2. a slim, graceful bird 
(a hawk) with long, pointed wings and usually a notched 
or forked tail. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to write (a bad check) to 
obtain money or credit. 

kith (kith) /ki0/ n. —Idiom. kith and kin, [plnral} rela- 
tives, or acquaintances and relatives together. 


[conni] a 
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kitsch (kich) /kitJ/ n. [moncount] something of overly 
sentimental style, created to appeal to popular or unse- 
lective taste: The lamp in the shape of a mermaid was 
definitely kitsch. —kitsch/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

kit-ten (kit/n) /‘kitn/ n. [count] a young cat. —kit/ten- 
ish, adj. 

kitety' (kitzē) /‘kitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. (count) a kitten. 2. 
[proper nonn) a pet name for a cat. 

kitty? (kit”€) /‘krtiy/ n. (count), pl. -ties. 1. a pool or 
reserve of money, often collected from a number of peo- 
ple or sources and meant for a particular purpose: a kitty 
for the widow's find. 2. (in poker) the pot. 

kit’ty-cor/nered or kit/ty-cor/ner, adj., adv. CATER- 
CORNERED. 

kiewi (ke/we) /‘kiywiy/ n. (comnt), pl. -wis. 1. a bird like 
an ostrich that cannot fly and that is active during the 
night. 2. Also called ki/wi-fruit’ (-frdot’) /-fruwt/. the 
egg-sized berry of the Chinese gooseberry, having fuzzy 
brownish skin and tasty green flesh. 3. Informal. a New 
Zealander. 

Kleen-ex (klé/neks) /‘kliyneks/ pl. -ex-es. Trademark. 
thin soft paper used in place of a handkerchief: [non- 
count): went through a whole box of Kleenex. [connt]: 
There are soie wadded-irp Kleenexes to be thrown 
away. 

klep-tos-marni-a (klep’ta ma/né a, -man/ya) /,klep- 
tə'meyniyə, -'meynyd/ n. [nonconnt] an uncontrollable 
desire to steal things, without regard for need or the 
monetary value of the object. —klep-to-masni-ac (klep/- 
ta ma/né ak’) /,klepto'meyniy wk/ n. (comnt], adj. 

kludge (kidoj) /kluwd3/ n. [comnt] Slang. a poorly de- 
signed or patched together solution to a problem in 
computer hardware or software. 

klutz (kluts) /klats/ n. [count] Slang. a clumsy person. 
—klutz’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. —klutz/i-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

km, an abbreviation of: kilometer. 

kn, an abbreviation of: knot. 

knack (nak) /næk/ n. (cont; usually singular) a special 
Skill, talent, or ability: a knack for making clothes. 

knack-wurst (näk/wůûrst) /‘nakwarst/ also knock- 
wurst, n. a short, thick, highly seasoned sausage: 
(nonconnt): He ordered knackwurst for hinch. (count): 
See if the knackwursts are cooked yet. 

knapsack (nap/sak’) /‘nap,swk/ n. [count] a canvas, 
nylon, or leather bag for clothes or other supplies, car- 
ried on the back by soldiers, hikers, etc. 

knave (nav) /neyv/ n. [count] 1. an untrustworthy or dis- 
honest person. 2. (in cards) the jack. —knav/ish, adj. 

knav-ersy (na/va rē) /'neyvoriy/ n., pl. -ereies. 1. (non- 
cont] action or practice characteristic of a knave, as dis- 
honest dealing; trickery. 2. [comnt] a knavish act or prac- 
tice. 

knead (néd) /niyd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make (dough, clay, 
etc.) into a uniform mixture by pressing, folding, and 
stretching. 2. to press, stretch, or move by similar 
movements: The masseur kneaded his client's sore 
Shoulder. —knead/er, n. (coiit) 

knee (nē) /niy/ n., v., kneed, knee-ing. —n. (connt) 1. 
the joint of the human leg between the thigh and the 
lower leg. 2. the area of the leg between this joint and 
the hip when sitting down: bownced her little nephew on 
her knee. 3. the part of a garment covering the knee: 
grass stains on the knees of my trousers. —v. [~ + obj] 
4. to strike with the knee: Aneed his attacker in the stom- 
ach. —Idiom. 5. bring someone to his or her knees, 
to force someone to do one’s will. 6. on or to one’s 
knees, kneeling: fell fo his knees in prayer. 

knee-cap (né/kap’) /'niy,kap/ n, v. -capped, -cap- 
ping. —n. (cont) 1. the patella, the bone that is in front 
of the knee and protects it. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cripple (a 
person) by shooting in the knee. 

knee/’-deep’, adj. 1. reaching the knees: knee-deep 
mid. 2. [be + ~] covered up to the knees: We were 
knee-deep in the river. 3. [be + ~] deeply involved: was 
knee-deep in debt. 

kneel (nél) /niyl/ v. [no obj], knelt (nelt) /nelt/ or 
kneeled, kneel-ing. to go down or rest on the knees or 
a knee: She knelt down and began to pray. 

knell (nel) /nel/ n. [count] 1. the sound made by a bell 
rung slowly, esp. for a death or a funeral. 2. an indica- 
tion of the end or failure of something: The death knell 
of Western Commnninism was the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall. —v. 3. [no obj] (of a bell) to sound, as at a funeral. 
4. [no obj] to give forth a mournful or warning sound. 5. 
[~ + obj] to proclaim or summon by or as if by a bell. 

knelt (nelt) /nelt/ v. a pt. and pp. of KNEEL. 
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knew (nōō, nyoo) /nuw, nyuw/ v. pt. of KNOW. 
knickeers (nik’arz) /‘nikarz/ n. [plural] 1. loose-fitting 
short trousers gathered in to fit tightly at the knees. 2. 
Brit. women's underpants. 

knick-knack (nik/nak’) /‘ntk,niek/ n. [count] a small 
item used mostly for ornament; a piece of bric-a-brac. 
knife (nif) /nayf/ n., pl. knives (nivz) /nayvz/ v., knifed, 
knif-ing. —n. [count] 1. an instrument for cutting, made 
of a sharp-edged metal blade fitted with a handle: steak 
knives. See illustration at RESTAURANT. 2. a knifelike 
weapon; The man was dead, with a knife sticking out of 
hirn. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to cut, stab, etc., with a knife: Had 
been knifed and left to die. 4. [no obj] to move through 
something with or as if with a knife: The ship knifed 
(rough the water. —Idiom. 5. knife (someone) in 
the back, to attempt to defeat, weaken, or ruin someone 
in a secret or dishonest way. 

knigbt (nit) /nayt/ n. [connt] 1. (in the Middle Ages) a 
mounted soldier serving under a lord or king and having 
an honorable rank. 2. a man who is given a title of 
knighthood by a king, in Great Britain ranking next below 
a baronet. 3. a member of any order or association that 
designates its members as knights: the Knights of Co- 
linnbus. 4. a chess piece shaped like a horse's head. 
—v. [~ + obj] 5. to dub or make (a man) a knight: He 
was knighted by King Arthur hitnself. 

knight-hood (nit/hodd’) /‘nayt,huwd/ n. 1. the rank or 
title of a knight: [nonconnt]: conferred knighthood npon 
him. (count): each received a knighthood. 2. [noncount] 
the state of being a knight: when knighthood was in 
flower. 

knight-ly (nit#lé) /'naytliy/ adj. of, belonging to, or 
characteristic of a knight. —knight/lieness, n. [non- 
cont) 

knish (knish) /kntJ/ n. [connt] a baked pastry filled usu- 
ally with potatoes, sausage, or meat. 

knit (nit) /nit/ v., knitted or knit, knit-ting, n. —v. 1. to 
make (a garment, fabric, etc.) by joining or interlocking 
loops of yarn by hand with knitting needles or by ma- 
chine: [~ + obj): knitted her own sweater. [~ + obj + 
obj). She knit me a beantifirl sweater. [no obj): sat knit- 
ting qurietly. 2. to cause to contract and be shaped into 
folds or wrinkles: [~ + obj]: to knit one’s brow (= to 
frown) in concentration. [no obj): Her brows knit as she 
concentrated. 3. to (cause to) become closely and firmly 
joined together; grow together: [no obj): The broken 
bones would knit in about a month. (~ + obj): a tightly 
knit groip of professionals. —n. [count] 4. a fabric or 
garment produced by knitting: winter knits. —knit/ter, 
n. [count] 

knitting (nit/ing) /‘nitin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. something 
being knitted. 2. the act of knitting. 

knitewear (nit/war’) /‘nit,wear/ n. [noncount] clothing 
made of knitted fabric. 

knob (nob) /nob/ n. [connt] 1. a part, usually rounded, 
that forms a handle, as on a door or drawer, or forms a 
control device, as on a radio. 2. a rounded lump Sticking 
out on the surface or at the end of something. 

knock (nok) /nok/ v. 1. [no obj] to strike a blow that 
makes noise, as in seeking admittance, calling attention, 
or giving a signal: She knocked loudly at the door. 2. to 
give a forceful blow to; strike: [no obj): He knocked 
against the table and fell. (~ + obj): The smmggers 
knocked him senseless. 3. [no obj) to make a banging 
noise: The cars engine is knocking. 4. [~ + obj] to 
make by striking a blow or blows: to knock a hole in the 
wall. 5. [~ + obj] Informal. to criticize or find fault with: 
Don't knock that new shampoo until you have tried it. 6. 
knock around or about, a. [no obj) to wander, esp. liv- 
ing briefly in one place after another. b. to mistreat; 
manhandle; beat: [~ + around + obj): knocking around 
the suspect. [~ + obj + around]: knocked the suspect 
around. 7. knock down, a. to cause to fall by striking: 
[~ + obj + down]: The police knocked hirn down. [~ + 
down + obj): Lightning knocked down the tree. b. to 
(cause to) be dismantled for ease of handling: [no obj): 
The tent knocks down quickly and easily. {~ + down + 
obj): They knocked down the crate and unpacked it. [~ 
+ obj + down): They knocked it down. c. to lower the 
price of: [~ + obj + down): to knock the price down by 
$500. [~ + down + obj]: to knock down the price by 
$500. 8. knock off, a. to cease or stop an activity, esp. 
the day's work: [no obj]: The boss let 1s knock off a little 
early today. [~ + off + obj): We knocked off work a little 
early today. b. Also, knock out. /nforrnal. to do, pro- 
duce, or finish quickly or with ease: [~ + off + obj]: to 
knock off a couple of projects a day. [~ + obj + off): He 
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knocked two chapters off by mid morning. ©. Slang. to 
murder: [~ + obj + off]: The mob knocked him olf. [~ 
+ off + obj): The mob knocks off anyone who gets in 
their way. d. to reduce a price by the amount of: [~ + 
off + obj]: Knock off $500 and Fil buy it. {~ + obj + 
ofj: Knock $500 off. e. Slang. to defeat: [~ + off + 
obj): Our team knocked off our rivals in the first match. 
[~ + obj + off}: We knocked them off in the first match. 
f. Slang. to rob; steal or burglarize: [~ + off + obj): The 
thieves knocked off a few of the richer houses. [~ + obj 
+ off|: They knocked this one off first. 9. knock out, a. 
to defeat (an opponent) in a boxing match by striking 
such a blow that the opponent is unable to rise within 
the specified time: [~ + out + obj): knocked out the 
challenger in the fourth round. [~ + obj + out): 
knocked him out in the fourth round. b. to make uncon- 
scious: [~ + out + obj): The gas knocked out the entire 
household. [~ + obj + out]: The pills knocked him out 
at once. c. to make tired or exhausted: [~ + obj + out]: 
This work knocks me out. [~ + out + obj): This work 
could knock out anyone. d. to damage or destroy: [~ + 
out + obj): The storm knocked out the power lines. [7 
+ obj + out}: The hurricane knocked the electricity out. 
10. knock over, a. to strike (someone or something) 
from a standing position to one that is down: [~ + over 
+ obj): He knocked over the glasses as he squeezed by 
the table. [~ + obj + over]: He knocked my glass over 
as he squeezed by. b. Slang. to rob, burglarize, or hijack: 
[~ + over + obj]: The gang knocked over a bank. [~ + 
obj + over]: The gang knocked it over and fled. 11. 
knock up, a. Slang (vulgar). to make pregnant. b. [~ + 
obj + up] Brit. to wake up; rouse: Knock them up when 
you're ready to leave. —n. 12. [count] an act or instance 
of knocking: a knock on the head. 13. [count] Informal. 
negative criticism: The knock on him is that he can't han- 
dle stress. 14. [noncount] the noise resulting from faulty 
firing of an engine: the gasoline that takes care of engine 
knock. —Idiom. 15. knock it off, to cease doing or 
saying something. 
knock-er (nok/ar) /‘nnokar/ n. [count] 1. someone or 
something that knocks. 2. a hinged knob, bar, etc., on a 
door, to use for knocking. 
knock/-knee’, n. knock-knees, [plurali a condition in 
which the legs of a person curve inward at the knees. 
—knock/-kneed’, adj. 
knock-out (nok/out’) /‘nok,awt/ n. [count] 1. an act or 
instance of knocking out. 2. the state or fact of being 
knocked out. 3. /nformal. a person or thing overwhelm- 
ingly attractive, appealing, or successful: That car is a 
knockout. —adj. [before a noun) 4. serving to knock out: 
a knockout punch. 
knock-wurst (nok/wirst) /‘nokwarst/ n. KNACKWURST. 
knoll (nol) /nowl/ n. [count] a small, rounded hill. 
knot (not) /not/ n., v, knot-ted, knot-ting. —n. [count] 
1. a tying tightly together of the two ends of a cord, rope, 
or the like into a knob: to tie a knot securely. 2. a lump 
of something formed by tying into this shape: a knot of 
hair on the top of her head. 3. a tangled mass; snarl: 
combed out the knots in the dog’s fur. 4a group or 
cluster of persons or things: a Anot of spectators. 5. the 
hard, cross-grained mass of wood at the place where a 
branch joins a tree trunk; a part of this mass showing in 
a piece of lumber. 6. a cramping, as of a muscle. 7. aa 
unit of speed equal to one nautical mile or about 1.15 
statute miles per hour. b. a nautical mile. 8. a bond or 
tie: the knot of matrimony. —v. 9. to (cause to) become 
tied or tangled in a knot: [~ + obj]: He knotted the rope. 
[no obj): The rope is too wet to knot easily. 10. to (cause 
to) have a feeling of tension or nervousness (in): [no 
obj): His stomach knotted in fear. [~ + obj): The excite- 
ment knotted his stomach. 
knot-hole (not/hdl/) /‘not,howl/ n. [count] a hole in a 
plank formed by the falling out of a knot or a portion of a 
knot. 
knotty (not/é) /‘nntiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tivest. 1. having or 
full of knots: knotty wood. 2. very involved, intricate, or 
difficult: a knotty problerm. 
know (nd) /now/ v, knew (noo, nydo) /nuw, nyuw/ 
known (non) /nown/ know-ing, n. —v. [not: be + ~-ing] 
1. to perceive or understand as fact or truth; to have in 
the mind clearly and with certainty: [~ + obj): 1 don't 
know your name. [~ + (that) clause): She knows that he 
is the crook. [~ + about + obj): She knows about your 
bad habits. 2. [~ + obj] to have (something) fixed in the 
mind or memory: to know a poem by heart. 3. {~ + obj] 
to be acquainted or familiar with: / Anow the mayor well. 
} knew my way around town fairly well. 4. [~ + how 
clause] to understand from experience or practice: knows 
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how to make gingerbread. 5. [~ + obj + from + obj] to 
be able to distinguish: old enough to know right from 
wrong 6. [~ + obj] to recognize: I'd know her if } saw 
her again. 7. [~ + obj] (of a language) to be able to 
speak: He knows Swahili, Spanish, and Swedish. 8. 
know of, [~ + of + obj] to have heard about: Do you 
know of any computer stores in this neighborhood? 
—Idiom. 9. in the know, in possession of special 
knowledge or information; well-informed. —know/a-ble, 
adj. 

know/-how’, n. [noncount] knowledge of how to do 
something; expertise: financial know-how; electronics 
know-how. 

know-ing (nd/ing) /‘nowin/ adj. 1. showing shrewd 
knowledge of secret or private information: gave me a 
knowing glance. 2. conscious; intentional; deliberate: a 
knowing lie. —know/inetly, adv. 

know/-it-all’, n. [count] a person who acts as though 
he or she knows everything. 

knowledge (nol/ij) /‘nolid3/ n. 1. [noncount] acquaint- 
ance with facts, truths, or principles in the mind. 2. 
[count; singular; often: a + ~] familiarity with an area of 
study, as by study or experience: His knowledge of Chi- 
nese is very good. 3. [noncount] the sum of what is 
known; information: Knowledge of the situation is lim- 
ited. —Idiom. 4. to one’s knowledge, according to 
the information available to one: To my knowledge, he 
never worked here. 

knowl-edge-a-ble or knowl-edg-a-ble (nol/i ja bal) 
/‘nnlidzabal/ adj. possessing or showing knowledge, in- 
sight, or understanding; well-informed; perceptive: fo be 
knowledgeable about the enemy's tactics. 

knuckle (nuk/al) /nakəl/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. 1. 
[count] any joint of a finger, esp. where a finger bends, 
or where a finger meets the hand. —v. 2. knuckle 
down, [no obj] a. to apply oneself with energy; to work 
earnestly; become serious. b. Also, knuckle under. [no 
obj] to admit that one is defeated; to submit; yield: He 
won't ever knuckle under to your threats. 

knuck-le-head (nuk/al hed’) /'nakol,hed/ n. [count] In- 
formal. a stupid or foolish person. —knuck/le-head/ed, 
adj. 

KO (n. ka/0/, ka/6/; v. ka/0/) / n. 'key'ow, 'key,ow; v. 
'key'ow/ n., pl. KOs or KO's, v., KO’d, KO’-ing. —n. 1. a 
knockout in boxing: [count]: five KOs to luis credit. [non- 
count]: winner by KO. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to knock uncon- 
scious in boxing; knock out: KO‘ in one round. Often, 
K.O., k.o. 

koeaela (kō a/la) /kow'alə/ n. [count], pl. -las. a gray- 
furred, tree-dwelling Australian animal resembling a 
teddy bear. 

kohl-ra-bi (kōl rä/bē, -rab/é) /kowl'rabiy, -'ræbiy/ n., pl. 
-bies. a cabbage of the mustard family, with a bulblike 
stem that can be eaten: [count]: two kohlrabies. [non- 
count): a head of kohlrabi. 

ko-la (kō/lə) /‘kowlo/ n., pl. -las. [count] 1. an African 
tree that grows in warm climates, grown for kola nuts. 2. 
cota’. 

ko/la nut’, n. [count] the large brown seed of the kola 
tree. 

kook (kook) /kuwk/ n. [count] Slang. an eccentric per- 
son. —kook/y, adj., -i-er, -ivest. —kook/i-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

kook-a-eburera (kòók/ə bůûr/ə, -bur’a) = /'kuka,bsra, 
-bara/ n. [count], pl. -ras. an Australian bird of the king- 
fisher family, having a call that resembles raucous laugh- 
ter. 

ko-peck or ko-pek (k0’pek) /‘kowpek/ n. [count] a 
monetary unit of the former Soviet Union, equal to oo of 
the ruble. 

Koran (ko ran’, -ran’, kô-, kō-) /kə'ran, -'reen, ko-, 
kow-/ n. [proper noun; the + ~] the sacred text of ls- 
lam, divided into 114 chapters, believed by Muslims to 
be the word of God, dictated to Muhammad by the arch- 
angel Gabriel. Often, Qur'an. —Ko-ran/ic, adj. 

Korean (ka rē/ən, kô-, kō-) /ka'riyon, ko-, kow-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to either North Korea or South Korea. 2. 
of or relating to the language spoken in North Korea or 
South Korea. —r. 3. [count] a person born or living in 
North Korea or South Korea. 4. [Noncount] the language 
spoken in North Korea or South Korea. 

ko-esher (kō’shər) /'kowfər/ adj. 1. a. fit or allowed to 
be eaten or used, according to certain laws of Judaism: 
kosher food. b. subject to or obeying such laws: a kosher 
restaurant. 2. Informal, proper; obeying the rules; legiti- 
mate: Cheating therm wouldn't be Kosher. [H + be + ~ 
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+ to + verb): It wouldn't be kosher to sneak around be- 
hind his back. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make kosher. 

kow-tow (kou/tou/’, -tou’) /‘kaw'taw, -,taw/ v. 1. [~ + 
to + obj) to act in a subservient way: kowtowing to one’s 
superiors. 2. [no obj) to touch the forehead to the 
ground while kneeling, as an act of worship, respect, etc., 
esp. in former Chinese custom. —kow/tow/er, n. 
[count] 

KP (kā/pē/) /'key'piy/ n., pi KPs, KP's. 1. [noncount] 
military duty as a kitchen helper: assigned to KP. 2. 
[count] a soldier detailed to work as kitchen help. 
Kremelin (krenvlin) /‘kremlin/ n. (proper noun; the + 
~] 1. the government of the former Soviet Union or, 
now, of Russia. 2. the citadel of Moscow, containing 
within its walls some of the offices of the former Soviet 
government and, now, the Russian government. 
Kremslin-ol-o-gy (kremi nol’a jē) /,kremli'nolod3iy/ n. 
[noncount] the study of the government and policies of 
the former Soviet Union. —Krem/lin-ol/o-gist, n. [count] 
kryp-ton (krip’ton) /‘kripton/ n. [noncount] a gaseous 
element, present in very small amounts in the atmos- 
phere, that does not react easily with other elements. 
KS, an abbreviation of: Kansas. 


kowtow to KY 


kt., an abbreviation of: 1. karat. 2. kiloton. 3. knot. 

kuedos (k60/d6z, -dds, -dos, kyao’-) /‘kuwdowz, -dows, 
-dos, 'kyuw-/ n. [noncount; used with a Singular verb] 
honor; glory; praise: kudos for a job well done. 

kudezu (k66d/z60) /‘kodzuw/ n. [count], pl. -zus. a fast- 
growing vine of the legume family, planted esp. for ani- 
mal food and to retain soil. 

kum-quat (kum/kwot) /‘kamkwot/ n. [count] 1. a small, 
orange-colored citrus fruit with a sweet skin and acid 
flesh, eaten chiefly as a preserve. 2. a shrub that bears 
this fruit. 

kung fu (kung/ foo’, kddng/) /'kan' fuw, 'kug/ n. [non- 
count] a Chinese style of self-defense or martial art 
based on the use of smooth movements of the arms and 
legs. 

Ku-waieti (kō wa/té) /ko'weytiy/ n. [count] 1. a person 
born or living in Kuwait. —adj. 2. of or relating to Kuwait. 

kvetch (kvech) /kvetf/ v, Slang. [no obj] 1. to com- 
plain, esp. continually: Stop kvetching about things you 
can't change. —n. [count] 2. Also, kvetch/er. a person 
who kvetches. 

KY or Ky., an abbreviation of: Kentucky. 


a 

L, | (el) /Æl/ n. [count], pl. Ls or L's, Is or l's. the 12th 
letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

L, an abbreviation of: 1. large. 2. left. 3. length. 4. long. 
5. longitude. 

L, Symbol. (sometimes l.c.) the Roman numeral for 50. 

l, an abbreviation of: 1. large. 2. liter. 

L., an abbreviation of: 1. lady. 2. lake. 3. large. 4. lati- 
tude. 5. left. 6. Liberal. 7. low. 

l., an abbreviation of: 1. left. 2. length. 3. pi. IL, line. 4. 
liter. 

la (la) /la/ n. [count] the musical syllable used for the 
sixth tone in an ascending scale. 

LA, an abbreviation of: Louisiana. 

lab (lab) /læb/ n. [count] laboratory: biology lab. 

-lab-, root. -lab- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “work.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: BELABOR, COLLABORATE, ELABORATE, LABOR, LABORIOUS. 

lasbel (1ā/bəl) /‘Ieybol/ n., v., -beled, -beling or (esp. 
Brit.) -belled, -bel-ling. —n. [count] 1. a slip of paper, 
cloth, or other material, attached to something to indi- 
cate its manufacturer, the kind of thing it is, its owner- 
ship, etc. 2. a descriptive word or phrase: She wasn't 
happy with the “yuppie” label they applied to her. 3. a 
word or phrase indicating that what follows belongs in a 
particular category or classification, as the word Physics 
before a dictionary definition. 4. a brand or trademark, 
esp. of a manufacturer of compact discs, tape cassettes, 
etc. —v. 5. to mark with a label: [~ + obj]: to label all 
the shirts according to size. [~ + obj + obj): The bottle 
was labeled poison. 6. to put in a certain class; classify: 
[~ + obj + obj): They labeled her an executive assis- 
tant. He was labeled a rebel by the town. [~ + obj + ad- 
jective): That teacher was labeled tough by the students. 
laebieal (la/bé əl) /'Ieybiyal/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
lips. 2. (of a speech sound) made or pronounced using 
one or both lips, as the sounds (p), (v), (m), (w), OF (00). 
—n. [count] 3. a labial speech sound, esp. a consonant. 
laesbor (la’bar) /‘Ieybar/ n. 1. [noncount) activity to pro- 
duce something: Much labor went into making that book. 
2. [noncount] the body of persons doing such activity, 
esp. those working for wages: a meeting between labor 
and management to avoid a strike. 3. [noncount] physi- 
cal or mental work, esp. of a hard or tiring kind; toil: 
manual labor, like digging ditches. 4. [count] a job or 
task done or to be done: the labors of Hercules. 5. the 
last part of pregnancy, beginning with contractions in the 
uterus, up to the moment of giving birth: [count]: a difi- 
cult labor. {noncount): Labor can take hours. —v. 6. [no 
obj] to perform labor; work; toil: laboring in the fields. 7. 
[~ + for] to try to achieve something, as a goal; work 
hard for: The negotiators labored for peace tirelessly. 8. 
[no obj] to move slowly and with effort: The truck la- 
bored up the hill. 9. [~ + under + obj) to continue to 
believe something that is not true or likely: fo labor un- 
der a misapprehension. 10. [~ + obj] to dwell on at 
length or in detail: Don't labor the point. Compare BELA- 
Bor. —adj. [usually before a noun) 11. of or relating to 
workers, their associations, or working conditions: labor 
reforms; labor unions. Also, esp. Brit., labour. See -LAB-. 
laboratory (lab/ra tôr’ē, -t6r/é, lab/ar a-) /‘la- 
bra,toriy, -,towriy, 'læbərə-/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a 
place with equipment to conduct scientific experiments 
or tests, or in which to manufacture chemicals, medi- 
cines, or the like. 2. a building or room in a school or 
university with equipment for certain subjects: a language 
learning laboratory. See -LAB-. 

La/bor Day’, n. [proper noun] a legal holiday in the 
U.S. and Canada observed on the first Monday in Sep- 
tember in honor of labor. 
la-bored (la’bard) /'leybərd/ adj. done or made with dif- 
ficulty: labored breathing. See -LaB-. 
la-bor-er (lā/bər ər) /leyboror/ n. [count] a worker 
whose work requires bodily strength rather than mental 
skill or learning. 
la-bo-riecous (lə bore as, -bōr/-) /la'boriyas, -'bowr-/ 
adj. requiring much work or effort; needing much work; 


difficult; hard; arduous: a laborious undertaking. —las 
bo/rie-ous:ly, adv. See -LAB-. 
la-bor-sav-ing or la-bor-saveing (la’bor sa/ving) 


ee 
/Iey,bor seyvin/ adj. [before a noun] designed to reduce 


human labor: The dishwasher is a laborsaving device. 

la’bor un/ion, n. [count] an organization of wage earn- 
ers or workers for support and protection, and for deal- 
ing as a group with employers. 

Lab/ra-dor retriev’er (lab’ra dôr’) /‘lwbro,dor/ n. 
[count] one of a breed of solidly-built retrievers with a 
short, dense black, yellow, or chocolate coat and a thick 
tail. 

labey-rinth (lab/a rinth) /læbərınð/ n. [count] 1. a com- 
plicated combination of paths or passages in which it is 
difficult to find one’s way or to reach the exit: a labyrinth 
of small winding streets in the Old Quarter. 2. a compli- 
cated arrangement or state of things or events: 4 laby- 
rinth of government red tape. —lab-y-rin-thine (lab/a- 
rin’thin, -thin) /,labo'rinOin, -Bayn/ adj. 

lace (las) /leys/ n., v., laced, lacing. —n. 1. [noncount] 
a netlike fabric of threads made by hand or machine, of- 
ten used for decoration. 2. [count] a cord or string for 
holding or drawing together, esp., a shoelace. —v. 3. to 
fasten, draw together, or compress by or as if by means 
of a lace: [~ + obj]: He laced the canopy onto the tent. 
[~ + up + obj]: She laced up her ice skates. [~ + obj 
+ up]: She laced the skates up. 4. [~ + obj] to add a 
small amount of alcoholic liquor or other substance to: 
laced the coffee with a little brandy. 5. [~ + into + obj] 
to attack physically or verbally: The candidate laced into 
her opponent. 

lacerate (v. las’a rat’; adj. -ə rat’, -ər it) / v. 
‘lesa reyt; adj. -o,reyt, -orit/ v. [~ + obj], -ateed, -at 
ing. 1. to tear roughly; cut; mangle: The bull's leg had 
been lacerated by the barbed wire. 2. to distress or tor- 
ture mentally or emotionally: His criticism lacerated my 
heart. —lac-er-a-tion (las’a ra/shan) /lwsa'reyJon/ n. 
[noncount): treatment for laceration. [count]: He suffered 
numerous lacerations from the broken glass. 

lace-wing (lds’wing’) /‘Ieys,win/ n. [count] a slender 
green insect with delicate transparent wings. 

lachery-emal or laceriemal (lak/ra mal) /'lækrəməl/ adj. 
1. of, relating to, or characterized by tears. 2. of, relating 
to, or having glands that produce tears. 

lach-ry-mose (lak’/ra mos’) /‘lekra,mows/ adj. 1. tend- 
ing to cause tears; mournful: a /achrymose story. 2. of- 
ten or easily shedding tears; tearful: Jachrymose mourn- 
ers. 

lack (lak) /læk/ n. 1. absence of something needed or 
desirable; not enough of something needed or desired: 
[noncount]: There is no lack of talent on this team. 
[count; usually singular): The team has a lack of skill. 2. 
[noncount] something missing or wanted: felt the lack of 
a steady income. —v. [not: be + ~ing; see LACKING] 3. 
[~ + obj] to be without; have need of: You lack common 
sense. 4. [~ + obj] to fall short in: He lacks three votes 
to win. 5. [no obj] to be absent or missing: Nothing lacks 
but their full agreement. 6. [~ + for + obj] to not have 
enough of something: She will never lack for friends. 
—Related Words. tack is a noun and a verb, LACKING is 
an adjective: A lack of money prevented us from buying a 
house. We lacked enough money to buy a house. You 
are lacking in many important skills. 

lackea-daiesi-cal (lak’a da/zi kal) /,lako'deyzikol/ adj. 
being without life or spirit; listless: was lackadaisical 
about keeping appointments. —lack/a-dai/si-cal-ly, 
adv. 

lackeey (lak/é) ’lækiy/ n. (count), pl. -eys. a follower 
who obeys orders without questioning; a toady. 

lack-ing (lak/ing) /‘lwkin/ adj. [be + J 1.[~ + in + 
obj] deficient; not having or not having enough: was 
lacking in stamina. 2. missing; absent: Air support was 
lacking. —prep. 3. being without: Lacking equipment, the 
scientists gave up. 

lack-lus-ter (lak/lus/tar) /‘lak,lastor/ adj. 1. lacking 
sheen; dull: /ackluster eyes. 2. lacking liveliness: a lack- 
luster performance. Also, esp. Brit., lack/lus/tre. 

lasconeic (la konik) /lo'konik/ adj. using few words; 
terse; concise: His laconic reply to our appeal for help 
was “Look elsewhere.” —la-con/i-calely, adv. 

lacequer (lak/ar) /lækər/ n. [noncount] 1. a varnish 
made of resin and painted or sprayed on a surface for 
protection or to give it a shiny coating. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to coat with lacquer: to lacquer the wood. 

laceriemal (lak’ra mal) /lakromoal/ adj. lachrymal. 

lacrosse (lə krés/, -kros/) /la'kros, -'kros/ n. [noncount) 
a game in which two 10-member teams attempt to send 
a small ball into each other's netted goal, each player 
carrying a stick at the end of which is a netted pocket for 
catching, carrying, or throwing the ball. 
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lac-tate (lak/tat) /‘lwktcyt/ v. (no obj], -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 
to release milk through special glands. —lac-ta-tion 


(lak ta’shan) /lek'teyfan/ n. [noncount) 

lacetic (lak/tik) /‘lwktik/ adj. of or obtained from milk. 

lac/tic ac/id, n. (noncount] a syrupy liquid produced 
by the fermentation of bacteria in carbohydrate matter. 

lac-tose (lak/tds) /‘lwktows/ n. (noncount] 1. a sugar 
present in milk that yields glucose and galactose. 2. a 
white, Crystal-like, sweet commercial form of this com- 
pound. 

lascuena (lə kyoo/na) /lə'kyuwnə/ n. [count], pl. -nae 
(nē) /-niy/ -nas. a gap or missing part, as in a manu- 
script. 

lacey (la/sé) /'lcysiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. of or like lace. 

lad (lad) /lad/ n. [count] a boy or youth; young man. 

lad-der (lad’ar) /lædər/ n. [count] 1. a structure of 
wood, metal, or rope having two side pieces between 
which a series of steps or rungs are set to provide a 
means of climbing up or down. 2. a means of rising, as 
to importance or fame: the ladder of success. 3. a 
graded series of stages or levels in status: high on the 
political ladder. 4. Chiefly Brit. a run in a stocking. 

lad-die (lad’é) /'lædiy/ n. [count] Chiefly Scottish. a lad; 
boy. 

lad-en (lad/n) /‘leydn/ adj. (usually: be + ~ + with + 
obj) burdened; heavily loaded: vines laden with grapes. 

la-di-da (la”dé da’) /'ladiy'da/ Informal. —adj. 1. af- 
fected; foppish: a fa-di-da manner. —adv. 2. in an af- 
fected manner: acting fa-di-da. 

la/dies’ man’, n. [count] a man who tries to please 
women and to attract their attention. 

la’dies’ room’, n. [count] a public bathroom for 
women. 

lad-ing (la/ding) /leydiņ/ n. (noncount] the act of load- 
ing Cargo or the load or cargo so loaded. 

laedle (lad/1) /‘Ieydl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. (count) 1. 
a long-handled utensil with a cup-shaped bowl at the 
end, used for dipping and pouring liquids. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to serve with or as if with a ladle: to ladle soup 
into bowls. 

laedy (la/dé) /‘leydiy/ n., ph -dies, adj. —n. (count) 1. a 
woman who is refined, polite, and well-spoken. 2. a 
woman of high social position or economic class. 3. any 
woman, female: the lady who answered the phone. 4. 
This word is used as a term of address for a woman, a. 
as a polite term; usually in the plural: Ladies and gentle- 
men, welcome. b. as an offensive term (usually in the 
singular): “Hey, lady, you're in my way!” he hollered. 5. 
wife: The ambassador and his lady arrived late. 6. Slang. 
a female lover or companion. 7. [Lady] (in Great Britain) 
the title of a woman of rank, or the wife of a man of cer- 
tain rank: [proper noun]: Lady Huxtable. (count): Lords 
and Ladies filled the hall. 8. (usually: Lady; proper noun) 
a quality or abstract idea thought of as a female person: 
Lady Luck. —adj. (before a noun) 9. Sometimes Offen- 
Sive. female: a lady cabdriver. 

lasdy-bug (la’dé bug’) /‘Ieydiy,bag/ n. [count] a small, 
round, often brightly colored and spotted beetle feeding 
chiefly on small insects and also on plants. Also, laedy- 
bird (la7dé burd’) /‘leydiy bard/. 

laedy-fin-ger (la’dé fing’gar) /‘leydiy,fingar/ n. [count] 
a small finger-shaped sponge cake. 

la’dy-in-wait/ing, n. (count), pl. la-dies-in-wait-ing. a 
lady who waits On a queen or princess. 

laedy-kill-er (la7dé kil’ar) /‘Ieydiy,kilar/ n. [count] Infor- 
mal. a man who is very attractive to women. 

laedy-like (la/dé lik’) /‘leydiy,layk/ adj. of, relating to, or 
befitting a lady; proper: ladylike manners. 

lasdy-love (la/dé luv’) /‘Ieydiy,lav/ n. [count] a female 
sweetheart. 

lasdy-ship (la’dé ship’) /‘leydiy,fip/ n. [count] 1. (often: 
Ladyship; often: Her/your + ~] This form is used in 
speaking of or to a woman having the title of “Lady”: 
Bow to Her Ladyship. 2. the rank of a lady. 
la’dy's-slip’per or la’dy-slip’per, n. [count] an or- 
chid that has a slipper-shaped lip. 

la-e-trile (la/i tril) /leyitril/ n. [(noncount] a controversial 
drug prepared chiefly from apricot pits and believed by 
some to cure cancer. 

lag (lag) /læg/ v., lagged, lag-ging, n. —v. 1. to fail to 
keep up or maintain a desired pace or speed: [no obj]: 
to lag behind in production. (~ + obj): The construction 
industry stilt lags the economy. 2. [no obj] to decrease 
gradually: Interest lagged as the meeting dragged on. 
—n. [count] 3. a lagging behind: a fag in production. 4.a 


lactate to lamentable 


period of time in which there is a delay or slowing down: 
a lag of ten minutes. 

larger (la/gar, 16/-) /'lagər, ‘lo-/ n. a light beer aged at 
low temperatures from six weeks to six months: [non- 
count]: some cold lager. (count): Two lagers, please. Also 
called la’ger beer’. 

lag-gard (lag/ard) /'lægərd/ n. [count] a person or thing 
that lags or is slow and delays something, esp. work. 

la-gniappe (lan yap’, lan/yap) /læn'yæp, ‘henyep/ n. 
[count] 1. a small gift given by a merchant to a customer 
for making a purchase; bonus. 2. a gratuity; tip. 

laegoon (la goon’) /la'guwn/ n. [count] an area of shal- 
low water separated from the sea by sandy dunes or 
coral reefs. 

laid (lad) /Ileyd/ v. pt. and pp. of tay’. 

laid’-back/, adj. Informal. relaxed; easygoing. 

lain (lan) /leyn/ v. pp. of ue?. 

lair (lar) /lear/ n. [count] 1. a den or resting place of a 
wild animal. 2. a secret hiding place or base of 
operations; hideout: a pirate’s lair. 

laissez faire or laisser faire (les/a far’) /,les'ey 
fear/ n. (noncount] 1. the theory or system of govern- 
ment that holds that the government should intervene in 
or interfere with economic affairs as little as possible. 2. 
the practice or doctrine of not interfering in the affairs of 
others. 

lasiety (la7i tē) /‘leyitiy/ o. (plural; used with a plural 
verb; usually: the + ~] 1. the body of religious wor- 
shipers that are not clergy. 2. the people outside of a 
particular profession, as distinguished from those be- 
longing to it. 

lake (lak) /leyk/ n. [count] a body of fresh or salt water 
of Considerable size, surrounded by land. 

lalely-gag (la7lé gag’, lal’é-) /‘laliy,gag, ‘leliy-/ also lole 
ly-gag (lä/lē gag’) /'laliy,geg/ v. [no obj), -gagged, 
-gae-ging. Informal. to spend time idly. 

lam (lam) /lam/ n., v., lammed, lam-ming. Siang. —n. 
[count] 1. a hasty escape; flight. —v. [no obj] 2. to run 
away quickly; escape; flee: The crooks famed out of 
there as fast as they could. —Idiom. 3. on the lam, 
Slang. hiding or in flight from the police. 

laema (lä/mə) /lamə/ n. (count), pl. -mas. a Buddhist 
monk or priest, esp. in Tibet or Mongolia. 

laema-ser-y (la/ma ser’é) /‘lama,seriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-sereies. a monastery of lamas. 

lamb (lam) /lam/ n. 1. [count] a young sheep. 2. [non- 
count] the meat of a young sheep: a leg of lamb. 3. a 
person who is gentle, meek, or easily cheated. —v. [no 
obj] 4. to give birth to a lamb. 

lam-baste or lam-bast (lam bast’, -bast/) /lam'beyst, 
-'best/ v. [~ + obj], -bast-ed, -bast-ing. Informal. 1. to 
beat or whip severely: lambasted the prisoners. 2. to 
scold or reprimand harshly; berate: She lambasted me 
for being late. 

lambekin (lam/kin) /‘emkin/ n. (count) a little lamb. 

lame (lam) /lcym/ adj., lam-er, lam-est, v., lamed, lam» 
ing. —adj. 1. crippled or physically disabled, esp. in the 
foot or leg so as to cause limping. 2. being stiff and 
sore: a lame arm from tennis. 3. weak; inadequate: a 
lame excuse. 4. Slang. out of touch; square: That music 
is so lame. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to make lame or defective: 
The bullet tamed him for life. —lame/ly, adv. —lame/- 
ness, n. lnoncouunt] 

lamé (la ma/, lä-) /læ'mey, la-/ n. [noncount] a fabric in 
which metallic threads, as of gold or silver, are woven 
with silk, wool, rayon, or cotton: a dress with silver lamé. 

lame-brain (lam/bran’) /'leym,breyn/ n. [count] Infor- 
mal. a stupid person; dunce; fool. —lame/brained’, adj. 

lame’ duck’, n. [count] 1. an elected official or group 
continuing in office during the time between an election 
defeat and when the new person takes office. 2. anyone 
or anything soon to be replaced by another. 3. an inef- 
fective person or thing. —lame-duck, adj.: a lame-duck 
president. 

laement (lə ment’) /lo'ment/ v. 1. to express mourning 
or grief for or over someone or something: [~ + obj]: 
The entire country lamented the death of their leader. 
[no obj): The nation lamented in unity. 2. to be very 
sorry for; regret: [~ + the fact + that clause]: We lament 
the fact that this company cannot continue to make a 
profit. {~ + obj]: lamented the news. —n. [count] 3. an 
expression of grief, mourning, or sadness: a lament over 
the death of the leader. 

lam-en-ta-ble (lam/an ta bal, lə men/ta bal) /'læmənt- 
abal, lo'mentabal/ adj. that is to be lamented; regretta- 
ble; unfortunate: His death was lamentable. —lam/en- 
tab-ly, adv. 
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lam-en-ta-tion (lam/ən ta’shan) /læmən'teyfon/ n, the 
act of lamenting or of expressing grief: [noncount]: wails 
of lamentation. [count]: lamentations for the death of the 
children. 

lam-ienat-ed (lam/a nat/id) /lamo,neytid/ adj. 1. made 
or constructed from layers of material bonded together: 
laminated wood. 2. covered over with a layer or layers, 
usually of plastic: His diploma was laminated. —lami- 
na-tion (lam/a na/shan) /,lama'neyfan/ n. (noncount) 

lamp (lamp) /lemp/ n. [count] 1. a device that provides 
artificial light, as by electricity or gas: a fluorescent lamp; 
a kerosene lamp. See illustration at APARTMENT. 2. a de- 
vice that provides heat or other radiation: an infrared 
lamp. 

lam-poon (lam põōn/) /lam'puwn/ n. [count] 1. a broad, 
often harsh satire of an individual or institution. —v. [7 
+ obj] 2. to ridicule in a lampoon. 

lamp-post (lamp/post’) /‘lamp,powst/ n. [count] a pole 
supporting a lamp that lights a street or other outdoor 
area. See illustration at STREET. 

lam-prey (lan7/prē) /'læmpriy/ n. [count], pl. -preys. an 
eellike, jawless fish that attaches itself to other fishes with 
its round, sucking mouth. 

lamp-shade (lamp/shad) /‘lempfeyd/ n. [count] a cover 
for a lamp put over the bulb to make the light less harsh 
or to direct the light in a certain direction. 

lance (lans) /læns/ n., v., lanced, lancing. —n. [count] 
1. a long wooden shaft with a pointed metal head, esp. 
one used by a knight. 2. LANCER. 3. LANCET. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to open or pierce with or as if with a lancet: The 
nurse lanced the boil. 

lance’ cor’poral, n. [count] an enlisted person in the 
U.S. Marine Corps ranking above a private first class. 
lancer (lan/sar) /'lænsər/ n. [count] a cavalry soldier 
armed with a lance. 

lan-ecet (lan/sit) /‘lwnsit/ n. [count] a sharp-pointed in- 
strument used in medical operations, usually with two 
edges, for making small openings. 

land (land) /lænd/ n. 1. [noncount] any part of the earth's 
surface, as a continent or an island, not covered by a 
body of water. 2. [noncount] an area of ground with ref- 
erence to its nature: land good for farming. 3. [non- 
count] an area of ground with specific boundaries: to buy 
land in Florida. 4. (noncount] rural or farming areas 
(contrasted with urban areas): They left the land for the 
city. 5. [count] Law. any part of the earth’s surface that 
can be owned as property, and everything connected to 
it: You're on his lands. 6. [count] a region or country: 
Immigrants came from many lands. 7. realm or domain; 
world: still in the land of the living. —v. 8. to (cause to) 
come to land or shore: [no obj]: The boat lands at Cher- 
bourg. [~ + obj]: We managed to land the boat at the 
shoreline. 9. [no Obj] to go or come ashore from a ship 
or boat: The Pilgrims landed in 1620. 10. to (cause to) 
come down upon or strike a surface: [no obj): The plane 
landed on tine. [~ + obj]: The pilot managed to land 
the crippled plane. 11. to (cause to) arrive or come in a 
particular place, position, or condition: [~ + obj): His 
behavior will land him in jail. (no obj): to land in trouble. 
12. [~ + obj] Informal. to catch or capture; gain; win: to 
land a high-paying job. 13. [~ + obj] to bring (a fish) 
onto land or into a boat, as with rod and reel. 

lan-dau (lan/dô, -dou) /'lændə, -daw/ n. [count] a four- 
wheeled, two-seated carriage with a top made in two 
parts that may be let down or folded back. 

land-ed (lan/did) /'lændıd/ adj. [before a noun) 1. own- 
ing land, esp. a large amount of land, as an estate: 
landed gentry. 2. consisting of land: landed properly. 
land-fall (and/fôl^ /lænd,fol/ n. [noncount] 1. an ap- 
proach to or sighting of land. 2. the land sighted. 
land-fill (land/fil’) /'lænd,fıl/ n. 1. [count] a low area of 
land built up from deposits of solid garbage in layers and 
covered by soil. 2. [noncount] the solid garbage itself. 
land-ing (lan/ding) /‘lwendin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a 
person or thing that lands: The plane made a perfect 
landing. 2. a place where persons or goods are landed: a 
boat landing. 3. the level floor between flights of stairs or 
at the head or foot of a flight of stairs. 

land/ing gear’, n. [noncount] the wheels, floats, etc., 
of an aircraft, upon which it lands and moves on ground 
or water. 

land/la/dy, n. [count], pl. -dies. a woman who owns 
and leases apartments, houses, land, etc., to others. 
land-locked (land/lokt’) /‘land,lnkt/ adj. 1. shut in 
completely, or almost completely, by land: a landlocked 
bay. 2. having no direct means of reaching the sea: a 
landlocked country. 
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land-lord (land/lérd/) /‘land,lord/ n. [count] 1. a person 
or organization that owns and leases apartments, a 
building, land, etc., to others. 2. an innkeeper. 

land-lub-ber (land/lub/ar) /‘lend,labor/ n. 
someone unfamiliar with the sea or seamanship. 

landmark (land/mark’) /‘lend,mark/ n. [count] 1. a 
feature in the landscape or an object in an area that is 
easily noticed or that serves as a guide, as to ships at sea 
or to travelers on a road: The tower is a local landmark. 
2. something used to mark the boundary of land. 3. a 
building or other place of outstanding historical or cul- 
tural importance: The president's birthplace has been 
designated a landmark. 4. a very important, significant, 
or historic event, time, achievement, etc.: The decision is 
a landmark in constitutional law. 

landmass (land’mas/) /‘land,mas/ n. [count] a part of 
the earth’s crust standing above sea level and having a 
distinct identity, as a continent or large island. 

land’ mine’, n. [count] an explosive device set into the 
ground, designed to explode when walked on or ridden 
over. 

land’-of’/fice busi/ness, n. [count] lively or very prof- 
itable business. 

land-scape (land/skap’) /‘land,skcyp/ n., v., -scaped, 
-scap-ing.. —n. [count] 1. a section or area of natural 
scenery that can be seen from a single viewpoint. SEE iL- 
LUSTRATION. 2. a picture depicting such scenery. 3. an 
area of action or of activity; arena; scene: the political 
landscape. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to improve the appearance 
of (an area of land) by planting trees, shrubs, grass, Or 
the like. 5. [no obj] to do such work as a profession. 
—land/scap/er, n. [count] 

land-slide (land/slid’) /'lænd,slayd/ n. [count] 1. the fall- 
ing or sliding of a mass of soil or rock on or from a steep 
slope. 2. an election in which a particular candidate or 
party receives an overwhelming number of votes. 3. any 
overwhelming victory. 

land-ward (land’ward) /‘landward/ adv. 1. Also, land?- 
wards. toward the land. —adj. [before a noun) 2. facing 
or tending toward the land. 3. being in the direction of 
the land: a landward breeze. 

lane (lan) /leyn/ n. [count] 1. a narrow, often winding 
road in the country. 2. any narrow or well-defined pas- 
sage, track, channel, or course: sea lanes. 3.a part of a 
highway or road wide enough for one vehicle, often 
marked off by painted lines. 4. (in a running or swim- 
ming race) the marked-off space or path within which a 
competitor must remain. 

lan-guage (lang’qwij) /‘langwid3/ n. 1. [count] a body 
of words, sounds, and the systems for their use common 
to a people of the same community or nation, the same 
geographical area, or the same cultural tradition. 2. 
[noncount] communication using a system of vocal 
sounds, written symbols, signs, or gestures: spoken lan- 
guage; sign language. 3. [noncount) any set or system of 
special symbols, signs, sounds, or gestures used as a 
means of communicating: the language of mathematics. 
4. [noncount] communication of thought, feeling, etc., 
without using words: body language. 5. [noncount) the 
study of language; linguistics. 6. [aoncount] a particular 
manner of verbal expression: flowery language. 7. 
[count] a set of symbols and syntactic rules for their 
combination and use, by means of which a computer can 
be given directions: a computer language like BASIC or 
FORTRAN. See -LING-. 

lan-guid (lang’gwid) /‘langwid/ adj. 1. lacking in liveli- 
ness or interest; slack; listless: a languid effort. 2. droop- 
ing or slowing down from weakness or fatigue; faint: feel- 
ing languid from the heat. 

lan-guish (lang/gwish) /‘lengwif/ v. [no obj] 1. to be or 
become feeble; droop; fade: languishing from the heat. 
2. to lose liveliness or the will to do things: He lan- 
guished in his dull job. 3. to suffer neglect: to languish in 
prison. 4. to suffer from a feeling of longing: languishing 
for her love. 

lan-guor (lang/ger) /‘lengar/ n. [moncount] 1. lack of 
energy or vitality; sluggishness. 2. lack of spirit or inter- 
est: listlessness: a feeling of utter languor. 3. pleasant la- 
ziness or relaxation. 

lan-guor-ous (lang/ar as) /‘lenoras/ adj. 1. causing a 
feeling of pleasant laziness or relaxation: a languorous 
breeze. 2. showing a feeling of pleasant laziness or re- 
laxation: a languorous wave of the hand. —\an/guor- 
ously, adv. 

lank (langk) /læņk/ adj., -er, -est. (of hair) straight and 
limp; without spring or curl. 

lank-y (lang’ké) /‘lenkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. ungracefully 
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tall and thin: a lanky teenager. —lank/ieness, n. [non- 
count) 

lan-oelin (lan/l in) /‘lenlin/ n. [noncount) a fatty sub- 
stance taken from wool and used in ointments, 
cosmetics, waterproof coatings, etc. Sometimes, lan-o- 
line (lan/I in, -én/) /‘lenlin, -,iyn/. 

lan-tern (lan/tarn) /'læntərn/ n. [count] a portable case 
for enclosing a light and protecting it from the weather: a 
kerosene lantern. 

lan-yard or laneiard (lanyard) /'lænyərd/ n. [count] 1. 
a short rope or wire used on board ships to secure rig- 
gings. 2. a small cord for hanging a small object, as a 
whistle, around the neck. 3. a cord worn around the left 
shoulder by a member of a military unit. 

La-o-tian (ld d’shan) /Iey'owfan/ n. 1. [count] a person 
born or living in Laos. 2. [noncount] the language spo- 
ken by many of the people in Laos. —adj. 3. of or relat- 
ing to Laos. 4. of or relating to the language spoken by 
many of the people in Laos. 

lap’ (lap) læp/ n. [count] 1. the front part of the human 
body from the waist to the knees when in a sitting posi- 
tion: balanced the baby on his lap. 2. the part of the 
clothing that covers this part of the body. 3. a place or 
situation of rest or care: the lap of Inxury. 4. an area of 
responsibility, care, charge, or control: They dropped the 
problem right in my lap. 

lap? (lap) /lap/ n., v., lapped, lap-ping. —n. [count] 1. a 
complete circle or trip around a track or a unit of a 
course in racing or in an exercise. 2. one stage of a long 
trip, undertaking, etc.: The first lap was from New York to 
Cleveland. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to get a lap or more ahead 
of (a competitor) in racing. 

lap? (lap) /læp/ v., lapped, lap-ping, n. —v. 1. (of water) 
to wash against or beat upon (something) with a light 
slapping or splashing sound: [no obj): The water lapped 
gently. [~ + obj]: The waves lapped the shoreline. 2. to 
take in (liquid) with the tongue; lick in: [~ + obj]: The 
cat lapped the milk. [no obj): The cat was quietly lap- 
ping. 3. lap up, a. to take up (liquid) with the tongue: ee 
+ up + obj): The cat lapped up her milk. [~ + obj + 
up]; The cat lapped it up. b. to receive enthusiastically: 
[~ + up + obj): The actress lapped up the applause. [~ 
+ obj + up): She lapped it up. —n. [count] 4. the act of 
lapping liquid. 5. the lapping of water against something. 
6. the sound of this: the quiet lap of the sea. 

lap’ belt’, n. [count] (in a motor vehicle) a seat belt 
fastening across the lap of a driver or a passenger. 

lap’ dog’, n. [count] a small pet dog that can be held in 
the lap. 

la-pel (lə pel’) /la'pel/ n. [count] the front part of a gar- 
ment, as a jacket, that is folded back on the chest and is 
joined to a collar or forms one continuous piece with it. 

lap-iedar-y (lap/i der’é) /'læpı,deriy/ n., pl. -dar-ies, adj. 
—n. 1. [count] a worker who cuts, polishes, and engraves 
precious stones. 2. [noncount] the art of cutting, polish- 
ing, and engraving precious stones. —adj. Also, lapeie 
dar-i-an (lap’i dar’é an) /,lepi'deoriyan/. 3. of or relating 
to the cutting or engraving of precious stones. 4. precise 
and elegant: lapidary verse. 

lap-in (lap/in) /‘lepin/ n. 1. [count] a rabbit. 2. [non- 
count] rabbit fur, esp. when trimmed and dyed. 
lap-is laz-ueli (lapis laz/ðó lē, -li’, laz’y6o-, lazh/òðó-) 
MMep'is læzoliy, -lay, ‘kezyo-, 'læ3v-/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
deep blue semiprecious gemstone. 2. a sky-blue color; 
azure. Also called lapis. 

-laps-, root. -laps- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “slip; slide; fall; make an error.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: COLLAPSE, ELAPSE, LAPSE, RE- 
LAPSE. 
lapse (laps) /læps/ n., v., lapsed, lapseing. —r. [count] 
1. an accidental or temporary decline or turning away 
from an expected or accepted condition or state: a lapse 
in good judgment. 2. a minor error: a lapse of mernory. 
3. an interval or passage of time: a lapse of only a few 
seconds. 4. a fall or decline to a lower grade, condition, 
or degree: a lapse into savagery. 5. the act of falling, 
slipping, sliding, etc., slowly or by degrees. —v. [no obj) 
6. to fall or turn away from a previous standard; fail to 
maintain a normal or expected level: often lapsed into 
carelessness. 7. to come to an end; stop: We let our sub- 
scription lapse. 8. to fall, slip, or sink: to lapse into si- 
lence. 9. to pass away, as time; elapse: A few imornents 
had lapsed. 10. (of an insurance policy) to stop being in 
force; terminate. 11. to fall into disuse: That odd custorn 
of the tribe eventually lapsed. 12. to turn away from or 
abandon principles, beliefs, etc.: lapsed from grace. See 
-LAPS-. 
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lap-top (lap/top’) /‘lap,top/ n. [count] a portable micro- 
computer small enough to rest on the lap. 

lap-wing (lap/wing’) /lep,wio/ n. [count] a bird, a large 
plover of Eurasia and N Africa, having a long, upcurved 
crest, a flopping flight, and a shrill cry. 

lareceeny (ldr’sa nē) /‘larsaniy/ n., pl. -nies. Law. the 
wrongful taking of the personal goods of another: [non- 
count): accused of petty larceny. [count]: charged with 
several larcenies. —lar’ce-nous, adj. 

larch (larch) /lartf/ n. 1. [count] a cone-bearing leafy 
tree that gives a tough, durable wood. 2. [noncount) the 
wood of such a tree. 

lard (lard) /lard/ n. [noncount} 1. the fat of hogs, esp. 
the internal fat of the abdomen, used in cooking. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to apply lard or grease to. 3. to add usually 
unnecessary items to (something), more for decoration 
than for actual improvement: He larded his writing with 
metaphors. 

lareder (lar/der) /‘lardor/ n. [count] 1. a room or place 
where food is kept; pantry. 2. a supply of food. 

large (lärj) /lard3/ adj., larg-er, larg-est, n. —adj. 1. of 
more than average size, quantity, degree, etc.; big; great: 
a large house; a large number; a large shirt. 2. ona 
great scale, scope, or range; extensive; broad: a large va- 
riety of interests. —n. 3. a. [noncount) a size of clothing 
for persons who are heavier or broader than average. b. 
[count] a piece of clothing in this size. —Idiom. 4. at 
large, a. [be + ~ not in jail or prison; free: The crimi- 
nals were still at large. b. [after a noun) as a whole; in 
general: The country at large feared war. ©. [after a 
noun] Also at-large. representing the whole of a political 
division or similar body: a representative at-large. 
—large/ness, n. [noncount) 

large-ly (larj/lé) /‘lard3liy/ adv. to a great extent; in 
great part; generally; chiefly: He owes his success largely 
to hard work. 

lar-gess or lar-gesse (lar zhes/’, -jes’) /lar'3es, -'d3es/ 
n. [noncount] 1. generous giving of gifts; generosity: Her 
largesse benefits the less fortunate. 2. the gift or gifts, as 
of money, so given. 

lar-ieat (lar/ē at) /'læriyət/ n. [count] a long rope with a 
knotted loop, used to catch horses, cattle, or other ani- 
mals; lasso. 

lark! (lark) /lark/ n. [count] a songbird living in the open 
country, or similar bird, as the meadowlark. 

lark? (lark) /lark/ n. [count] 1. a merry, carefree adven- 
ture: frolic; escapade: had a lark at the party. 2. innocent 
or good-natured mischief; something done as a joke; 
prank. —v. [no obj] 3. to have fun; frolic; romp. 

larkespur (lark’spur’) /‘lark,sp3r/ n. [count] a plant of 
the buttercup family, having spur-shaped calyx and 
petals. 

lar-va (larva) /larvə/ n. [count], pl. -vae (-vé) /-viy/. 1. 
the immature, wingless stage of an insect in which it re- 
sembles a short worm. 2. the young of an animal with- 
out a backbone. —lar/’val, adj.: the larval stage. 

lar-yn-gietis (lar’an ji/tis) /laran'd3aytis/ n. [noncount) 
redness and soreness of the larynx, often with sore 
throat, hoarseness or loss of voice, and dry cough. 

lareynx (lar/ingks) /‘lerinks/ n. [count], pl. laeryn-ges 
(la rin4jéz) /lo'rind3iyz/ lareynx-es. a structure at the up- 
per part of the throat, shaped like a box, in which the vo- 
cal cords are located. —la-ryn-ge-al (la rin/jē al, lar’an- 
jeal) /la'rind3iyal, lærən'dziyəl/ adj. 

laesa-gna or la-sa-gne (la zan/ya, lä-) /lo'zanya, la-/ n. 
[noncourit]) a baked dish of layers of rectangular pasta, 
with cheese, tomato sauce, and often ground meat. 

las-civeisous (la siv’é as) /lə'sıviyəs/ adj. inclined to or 
arousing sexual desire. —las-civ/i-ous-ly, adv. 

laeser (la/zar) /'leyzər/ n. (count) a device that produces 
a narrow, nearly parallel, powerful beam of light by excit- 
ing atoms. 

la’ser disc’, n. OPTICAL DISC. 

lash’ (lash) /læf/ n. [count] 1. the end part of a whip, 
formed from a flexible section of cord. 2. a swift stroke 
or blow with or as if with a whip: twenty lashes as punish- 
ment. 3. an eyelash. —v. 4. to strike or beat, as with a 
whip or something similarly slender and flexible: [~ + 
obj): lashed the prisoners. [no lae > se COMIN? (= ae ale or 
obj]: She lashed (out) at her attackers. 5. [~ + obj] to 
beat violently or sharply against: The hurricane lashed 
the coast. 6. to attack with harsh words: [~ + obj): 
lashed his accusers in a stinging speech. [~ + out (+ at 
+ obj}; She lashed out at the injustice she saw. 7. to 
move suddenly and swiftly; rush, dash, or flash: [no obj): 
The cat's tail lashed angrily. [~ + obj): The cat lashed its 
tail in anger. 
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lash? (lash) /laf/ v. [~ + obj] to bind or fasten with a 
rope, cord, etc.: The campers lashed their tent to a tree 
during the lurricate. 

lass (las) /læs/ n. [count] a girl or young woman. 

las-sie (las/ē) /‘lxsiy/ n. [count] a lass. 

las-si-tude (las/i tood’, -tyood/) /'læsı,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ s. 
[noncount] weariness of body or mind; listlessness: a 
feeling of lassitude in the humid climate. 

lasso (las/6, la s00/) /'læsow, la'suw/ n., pl. -sos, -soes, 
v., -soed, -so-ing. —n. [count] 1. a long rope or line of 
hide or other material with a knotted loop at one end, 
used for roping horses, cattle, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
catch with or as if with a lasso. 

last’ (last) /læst/ adj., a superlative of late with later as 
coniparative. 1. being or occurring or coming after all 
others, with respect to time, order, rank, place, or impor- 
tance: the last line on a page; the last person to get on 
stage; last in line. 2. [before a noun indicating time] 
most recent; next before the present; immediately be- 
fore: / saw her last week. 3. [before a noun] being the 
only one remaining: t's miy last dollar. 4. [before a 
nonn) final: one’s last Hours. 5. [before a noun) ultimate 
or conclusive; definitive: in tle last analysis. 6. [before a 
noun) least desirable or likely: He's the last person we'd 
want to represent us. 7. [before a noun] individual; sin- 
gle: Dont start untit every last person is present. —adv. 
8. after all others in time, order, rank, etc.; latest: Do this 
last. 9. on the most recent occasion: He was alone when 
last seen. 10. in conclusion: Last, | want to thank my 
wife. —n. 11. [count; singular: the + ~) a person or 
thing that is last: drank the last of the brandy. 12. [non- 
count; the + ~] a final appearance or mention: That's 
the last we'll hear of it. 13. [noncount; the + ~) the end 
or conclusion: the last of Septernber. —-Idiom. 14. at 
(long) last, after a lot of delay; finally: At long last we 
liad finished the job. 15. breathe one’s last, to die. 16. 
to the last, to the end: To the last he told everyone he 
was innocent. —Usage. When the word Last is used be- 
fore an expression of time, like week, month, year, etc., it 
is more usual not to use a preposition (such as in, on, or 
at), and not to include the article the: We saw her last 
week/last month/ast year. The use of the word te with 
Last refers to a period of time that continues up to the 
present time: for the last week (= for the seven days up 
to now), as opposed to last week (= the week before this 
week). The word tast is also different from Latest. Last 
can be used to refer to a thing before another: He played 
great tennis in liis last appearance at Wintbledon (= the 
time before now). The last | heard, they were getting a 
divorce (= the last time | heard anything). The word LAT- 
EST means “newest”: He has been playing great tennis in 
his latest appeararice at Wimbledon (= in his most re- 
cent, newest appearance at Wimbledon). Here is the lat- 
est news — They are getting a divorce (= the latest or 
“newest” news). 

last? (last) /læst/ v. [not: be + ~-ing] 1. [no obj] to go 
On or continue in time: The festival lasted for three 
weeks. 2. [no obj] to continue without running out; be 
enough: Enjoy it while the money lasts. 3. [no obj] to 
continue or remain in usable condition: The car won't 
last if you don't take care of it. 4. [~ (+ out) + obj] to 
continue to survive for the time or duration of: can't last 
(out) another day without food. 

last’ hurrah’, n. (count) any final attempt, competition, 
performance, or the like: her last hurrah as a candidate 
for senator. 

last-ing (las/ting) /‘lastin/ adj. [before a noun) enduring 
for a long time: our lasting friendship. —last/ing-ly, adv. 

Last’ Judg’/ment, n. [proper noun; the + ~) the final 
judgment by God of all people at the end of the world. 

lastly (last/lé) /læstliy/ adv. in conclusion; finally: 
Lastly, Fd like to thank iny wife. 

last’ straw’, n. (count; usually singular; usually: the + 
~] the last of a number of irritations or troubles coming 
one after the other, that leads to a loss of patience, to a 
disaster, etc. 

-lat-', root. -lat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “carried.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: ABLATIVE, COLLATE, CORRELATE, DILATORY, ELATED, OBLATE, 
PRELATE, RELATE, RELATIVE, SUPERLATIVE. 

-lat-?, root. -lat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “line; side.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BILATERAL, COLLATERAL, DILATE, EQUILATERAL, LAT- 
ERAL, LATITUDE, QUADRILATERAL, TRILATERAL, UNILATERAL. 

lat., an abbreviation of: latitude. 

latch (lach) /latf/ n. [comt] 1. a device for holding a 
door, gate, or the like closed, with a bar that falls or 
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slides into a catch, groove, or hole. 2. a lock on a door 
that can be opened with a key. —v. 3. to close or fasten 
(with a latch): [~ + obj]: He latched the barn door shut. 
[no obj): The door would not latch. 4. latch on or onto, 
[~ + on or onto + obj] a. to obtain; get. b. to attach 
oneself to: The stray dog latched onto the children and 
followed them horne. 

latch-key (lach’ké/) /'lætf,kiy/ n. [count], ph -keys. a 
key for releasing a latch or lock, esp. a lock on an outer 
door. 

latch’key child’, 1. [count] a child who spends part of 
the day alone and unsupervised, esp. one who has a key 
to his or her home for entrance after school while the 
parents are at work. 

late (lat) /Icyt/ adj., later or latter, latest or last 
(last) /laest/ adv., later, lat-est. —adj. 1. occurring after 
the usual or proper time: a late spring. 2. continued until 
after the usual time or hour: a late business meeting. 3. 
near or at the end of the day or well into the night: a late 
hour. 4. [before a noun] most recent: Here is a late news 
bulletin. 5. [before a noun) recently deceased: the late 
John and Jane Doe. 6. [before a noun] belonging to an 
advanced period or stage in the history or development 
of something: the late pliase of feudalism. 7. [before a 
noun] belonging in or near the end of a stage or period 
in a life: in his late twenties. —adv. 8. after the usual or 
proper time, or after delay: to arrive twenty minutes late. 
9. until after the usual time or hour, esp. of the night: to 
work late. 10. recently but no longer; lately. —Idiom. 
11. of late, lately; recently: He seems tired of late. 
—late/ness, n. (noncount): Please excuse the lateness of 
the hour, [court]: Two latenesses count as one absence. 

late-com-er (lat/kunvVer) /‘leyt,kamor/ n. [count] one 
that arrives late: Latecomers may be seated during the 
hymn. 

late-ly (lāt/lē) /‘Icytliy/ adv. of late; recently; not long 
since; in the recent past: Lately | haven't been feeling 
well. 

la-tent (lat/nt) /‘Ieytnt/ adj. 1. present but not visible; 
not apparent: a latent talent. 2. (of a disease, or some- 
thing causing a disease) remaining in an inactive or hid- 
den phase; dormant. —la/’ten-cy, n. [noncount] 

lat-er-al (lat/ar al) /'lætərəl/ adj. 1. of or related to the 
side; located at, proceeding from, or directed to a side: a 
lateral pass in football. 2. relating to a new but equiva- 
lent or similar position, office, etc.: The company offered 
her a lateral move but not a promotion. 3. (of a speech 
sound) produced so that the breath passes on either or 
both sides of the tongue: The sound (l) is a lateral sound 
in English. —n. [count] 4. a pass in football that is to the 
side, not forward. 5. a lateral speech sound. —v. 6. [no 
obj) to throw a lateral in football. —lat/er-al-ly, adv. See 
-LAT-2, 

lat-est (la/tist) /‘Icytist/ adj. 1. most recent; current: the 
latest fashions. 2. last. —adv. 3. at the latest, not any 
later than (a time mentioned): FII be there at 3:00 at the 
latest. —n. [noncount; the + ~) 4. the most recent 
news, development, etc.: Here's the latest from our news 
bureau. —Usage. See vast’. 

lastex (lā/teks) /'leyteks/ n. [noncount] a milky liquid in 
certain plants, as milkweeds, poppies, or the plants yield- 
ing rubber, that thickens on exposure to air, used in 
making rubber and adhesives. 

lath (lath) /lx0/ n., pi laths (lathz, laths). 1. [count] a 
thin, narrow strip of wood used with other strips to form 
a backing for plaster or as a support for slates and other 
roofing materials, etc. 2. [moncount] any building mate- 
rial, such as wire mesh, used in place of wooden laths. 

lathe (lath) /Icyd/ n., v., lathed, latheing. —1. [count] 1. 
a machine used in cutting or forming a piece of wood, 
metal, etc., by holding and rotating it against a tool that 
shapes it. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cut, shape, or treat on a 
lathe. 

lath-er (lath’ar) /'læðər/ n. 1. foam or froth made by a 
detergent, esp. soap, stirred or rubbed in water: [sor- 
count): soapy lather. [count; singular): work the soap into 
a good lather. 2. foam or froth formed by sweating a 
great deal, as a horse does: [noncount): Wipe down the 
horse's father. (count; singular): The horse was in a 
lather after the race. 3. [count; singular) Informal. a state 
of excitement, agitation, or the like: She's in a lather be- 
cause the taxi is late. —v. 4. [no obj] to form a lather: a 
soap that lathers well. 5. [~ + obj] to apply lather to; 
cover with lather: Lather your face before shaving. 
—lath/ersy, adj. 

Latein (lat/n) /‘latn/ n. 1. [uonconnt] the language of 
ancient Rome, kept through the Middle Ages and into 
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modern times as the church language of Western Christi- 
anity and once as an international language among uni- 
versities, learned societies, etc. 2. [count] a. a member 
of any people speaking a language descended from 
Latin, as French, Spanish, Italian, or Portuguese. b. a na- 
tive or inhabitant of any country in Latin America; Latin 

American. —adj. 3. a. of or relating to a country in Latin 
America; Latin American. b. of or pertaining to any of the 
peoples of Europe or North or South America speaking 
lanquages descended from Latin. 

La-ti-no (la tē/nō, la-) /lo'tiynow, læ-/ n., pi. -nos. His- 
PANIC. 

lateietude (lat/i td0d’, -tydod/) /‘lati,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. 1. 
a. the angular distance, measured north or south from 
the equator, of a point on the earth's surface, expressed 
in degrees: [noncount): at twenty degrees latitude. 
[count; usually singular): drifting at a latitude of fifteen 
degrees. b. [plural] a place or region as marked by this 
distance: at tropical latitudes. 2. [noncount) freedom 
from narrow restrictions; freedom of action, opinion, etc.: 
They allow their children plenty of latitude in choosing 
friends. See -vat-?. 

la-trine (la trén’) /lo'triyn/ n. [count] a communal bath- 
room, esp. in a military base. 

lat-ter (lat/er) /'lætər/ adj. 1. being the second men- 
tioned of two (distinguished from former): Of the two t 
prefer the latter version. 2. more advanced in time; later: 
in these latter days of human progress. 3. near or some- 
what near to the end: the latter part of the century. —n. 
[noncount; the + ~) 4. the second thing mentioned of 
two: Of your two examples, | prefer the latter. —lat/- 
ter-ly, adv. 

lat/ter-day’, adj. [before a noun) 1. of a later or fol- 
lowing period: latter-day pioneers. 2. of the present pe- 
riod or time; modern: chivalrous, latter-day knights. 

lattice (latis) /‘lwtis/ n. [count] 1. a structure or 
framework of crossed wooden or metal strips usually ar- 
ranged to form a diagonal pattern of open spaces be- 
tween the Strips. 2. an arrangement in space of isolated 
points in a reqular pattern, showing the positions of at- 
oms, molecules, or ions in the structure of a crystal. 
—lat/ticed, adj. [before a noun) 

lat-tice-work (lat/is wurk’) /‘letis,;w3rk/ n. work made 
up of crossed strips usually arranged in a diagonal pat- 
tern of open spaces; a lattice: [noncount): beautiful lat- 
ticework. [count): an imposing latticework. 

Latvian (lat/ve an) /‘latviyan/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Latvia. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by many 
of the people living in Latvia. —n. 3. [count] a person 
born or living in Latvia. 4. [noricount) the language spo- 
ken by many of the people living in Latvia. 

laud (l6d) /lod/ v. [~ + obj] to praise; extol: They lauded 
the decision. 

laud-a-ble (lô/də bal) /‘lodabal/ adj. deserving praise; 
commendable: a laudable effort to cut costs. —laud/a- 
bly, adv. 

lauedasnum (l6d’n əm) /‘lodnam/ n. [noncount) a drug 
made from opium. 

laud-a-torry (lô/də toré, -tōr/ē) /'lodd,toriy, -,towriy/ 
also laudeaetive (l0’da tiv) /‘lodativ/ adj. expressing 
praise: laudatory rernarks. 

laugh (laf) /læf/ v. 1. [no obj) to express amusement, 
mirth, pleasure, happiness, and sometimes disrespect or 
nervousness with a sound or sounds ranging from a loud 
burst to a series of quiet chuckles: He laughed toudly. 2. 
[~ + obj] to drive, put, bring, etc., by or with laughter: 
The audience laughed him off the stage. 3.[~ + obj] to 
utter with laughter: He laughed his agreement. 4. laugh 
at, [~ + at + obj] a. to make fun of; ridicule: They 
laughed at his atternpts to dance. b. to find amusing: + 
always laugh at her jokes. 5. laugh off, to dismiss as 
unimportant: [~ + obj + off}: The president laughed the 
criticisin off. [~ + off + obj): He laughed off the threats. 
—n. [count] 6. the act or sound of laughing; laughter: 
The joke was worth a few lauglis. 7. a person or thing 
that causes laughter, amusement, or ridicule: That exarn 
was a laugh; it was so easy. 8. laughs, [plural] Informal. 
fun; amusement: played a trick just for laughs. 
—Idiom. 9. have the last laugh, to prove successful 
despite the doubts of others. 10. laugh up or in one’s 
sleeve, [no obj) to be secretly amused; to make fun of 
something privately or secretly. 11. no laughing mat- 
ter, something serious and not to be joked about or ridi- 
culed. —laugh/ing-ly, adv. 

laugh-a-ble (lafa bal) /‘lafabol/ adj. causing laughter; 
funny; amusing. —laugh/a-bly, adv. 

laugh/ing eas’, 1. NITROUS OXIDE. 
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laugh-ing-stock (laffing stok’) /‘lefin,stok/ n. [count] 
an object of ridicule: The team became a laughingstock 
by losing every game. 

laugh-ter (laffter) /'læftər/ n. [poncount) the action or 
sound of laughing. 

launch! (lonch, lanch) /lontf, luntf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
set (a boat or ship) afloat. 2. [~ + obj] to send forth, 
catapult, or release: lo launch a spacecraft. 3. [~ + obj) 
to start (a person) on a course, Career, etc.: launched 
herself in advertising. 4. [~ + obj] to get going; start; in- 
itiate: to launch a scheme. 5. [~ + obj] to throw; hurl: 
launching spears at the explorers. 6. [~ + into + obj] to 
burst out or plunge boldly or directly into action, speech, 
etc.: She launched into her speech. —n. [count] 7. the 
act of launching. 

launch? (lonch, lanch) /lontf, luntf/ n. [count] a heavy 
motorboat used to carry people. 

launcher (lôn/chər, lan’-) /lontfor, 'lan-/ n. [count] a 
person or thing that launches, esp. a device for holding a 
rocket or grenade in position for firing. 

launch’ (or launching) pad’ or launch’pad’, n. 
[count] the platform from which a rocket, missile, etc., is 
launched. 

laun-der (lôn/dər, lan/-) /‘londor, ‘lan-/ v. 1. to wash 
(clothes, linens, etc.); to wash and iron (clothes): [~ + 
obj): She laundered the sheets. [no obj): He spent the 
whole day laundering. 2. [no obj) to undergo washing 
and ironing: The shirt didn't launder well. 3. [~ + obj) 
to disguise the source of (illegal or secret funds or 
profits), as by sending through a foreign bank. —laun/- 
der-er, n. [count] —laun-dress (lOn/dris, lan/-) /‘londris, 
‘an-/ n. (count) 

laun-der-ette (lôn/də ret’, lan’-) /,londa'ret, ,lun-/ also 
laun-drette (lôn dret’, lan-) /lon'dret, lan-/ n. [count] a 
self-service laundry having coin-operated washers, 
dryers, etc. 

Laun-droemat (l6n’dra mat’, lan/-) /‘londra,mext, ‘lan-/ 
Trademark. [count] a launderette. 

launedry (lon/dré, lan/-) /‘londriy, 'lan-/ n., pi. -dries. 1. 
[noncount] articles of clothing or linens that have been 
or are to be washed: enough laundry for a full load. 2. 
[count] a room or business establishment where things 
are laundered. —laun/dry-man/ or -wom/an, n. (count), 
pi. -men or -women. 

laun/dry list’, n. [count] a lengthy, esp. random list of 
items: subrnitted our laundry list of requests. 

lauere-ate (ldr/é it, lor’-) /‘loriyit, ‘Ipr-/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who has been honored for achieving distinction in 
a particular field or with a particular award: a Nobel lau- 
reate. —adj. [after a noun) 2. deserving or having special 
recognition for achievement: a poet laureate. 

lauerel (l6r%al, lor’-) /‘loral, 'lnr-/ n. [count] 1. Also called 
bay. a small European evergreen tree, having dark, 
glossy green leaves. 2. a leaf or branch of laurel, or a 
wreath made of these, used as a sign of victory or dis- 
tinction. 3. Usually, laurels. [piura] honor won, as for 
achievement in a field or activity. —-Idiom. 4. rest on 
one’s laurels, to stop trying for further successes. 

larva (la’va, lav7a) /lavo, 'lævə/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
hot, melted, fluid rock that comes out of a volcano. 2. 
the rock formed when this becomes solid and cools. 

laevage (lo vazh/, lav/ij) /lo'va3, ‘lavid3/ n. [noncount) 
the washing of an organ of the body by flooding with wa- 
ter. 

lavea-torery (lav’a tor’é, -tōr/ē) /lavo,toriy, -,towriy/ n. 
[count], pi. -ries. 1. a room fitted with washbowls and 
toilets. 2. a flush toilet. 

lav-en-der (lav’an dor) /lævəndər/ n. 1. [noncount) a 
pale bluish purple. 2. [count] a plant of the mint family 
having spikes of sweet-smelling, pale purple flowers, that 
produces an oil used in making perfume. 3. [noncount] 
the dried flowers or other parts of this plant used as 
scent or aS a preservative. 

laveish (lavish) /‘levif/ adj. 1. spent, given, produced, 
or occurring in great amounts: a lavish serving of food. 
2. generous: to be lavish with one’s lime or money. —v. 
[~ + obj + on + obj] 3. to expend or give in great 
amounts or without limit: fo lavish gifts on one’s children. 
—lav/ishely, adv. 

law (ld) /lo/ n. 1. [noncount] the principles, rules, and 
regulations set up by a government, other authority, or 
by custom, that apply to all the people of a group; a sys- 
tem or collection of such principles and rules: a country 
that is ruled by law. 2. [count] a single rule or principle 
from this collection: They passed a law to punish terrorist 
acts. 3. [noncount] the field of knowledge concerned 
with these rules, or the profession that deals with law and 
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legal procedure: to study law; to practice law. 4. (count; 
the + ~] the police, or the people whose job it is to en- 
force the law: in trouble with the law. 5. a rule or princi- 
ple of proper conduct that reflects the rules of one’s con- 
science, the concepts of natural justice, or the will of 
God: [count]: a moral law. [noncount): divine law. 6. 
(count) a rule or manner of behavior that is instinctive: 
the law of self-preservation. 7. (count) (in philosophy, 
science, etc.) a statement of a relation or sequence of 
events that will always occur under the same conditions: 
the laws of motion. 8. [count] a rule or principle thought 
of as regulating or governing the structure of something, 
or how its parts are put together: the laws of grammar. 
—Idiom. 9. be a law to or unto oneself, to act without 
regard for established controls, customs, or principles. 
10. lay down the law, to issue orders in a firm way. 

law/-abid/ing, adj. keeping to or obeying the law. 

law’ and or/der, n. [noncount] the rule of law as ac- 
cepted and obeyed by citizens: keeping respect for law 
and order. 

law-break-er (l6/bra’kar) /‘lo,breykar/ n. [count] one 
who breaks the law. —law/’break/ing, n. (noncount), 
adj. 

law-ful (16/fal) /‘lofal/ adj. 1. allowed by law: a lawful 
enterprise. 2. recognized by law; legally qualified; legiti- 
mate: a lawful king. —law/fulely, adv. 

law-less (lô/lis) /‘lolis/ adj. 1. lacking regard for the law: 
a lawless country. 2. unruly; disorderly; a lawless crew. 
3. illegal: /awless activities. —law/less-ness, n. (non- 
count) 

law-mak-er (16’ma/ker) /‘lo,meykor/ n. [count] a person 
who makes a law or laws; a legislator. 

lawman (l6/man/, -mən) /‘lo,man, -mon/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. an officer of the law, as a sheriff. 

lawn (lôn) /lon/ n. [count] a stretch of open, grass- 
covered land, esp. one closely mowed and near a house. 
See illustration at HOUSE. 

lawn’ bowl/ing, n. [noncount}) a game played on a 
bowling green by rolling a ball toward a stationary ball. 

lawn’ mower, n. [count] a hand-operated or motor- 
driven machine for cutting the grass of a lawn. 

law-suit (I16/sdot’) /‘lo,suwt/ n. [count] a case in a court 
of law involving one party against another. 

law-yer (lô/yər, loi’ar) /‘loyar, ‘loyar/ n. [count] a per- 
son whose profession is to represent clients in a court of 
law or to advise or act for them in other legal matters. 

lax (laks) /laks/ adj., -er, -est. 1. not strict or severe; 
careless: lax morals. 2. slack; not tense: a lax rope. 3. 
not rigidly exact or precise; vague: lax thinking. —lax- 
ity (lak/si tē) /‘leksitiy/ lax/ness, n. [noncount] 
—lax/ly, adv. See -Lax-. 

-lax-, root. -lax- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “loose, slack.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: LAX, LAXATIVE, RELAX. 

laxea-tive (lak/sa tiv) /‘laksotiv/ n. [count] 1. a medi- 
cine for relieving constipation. —adj. [before a noun) 2. 
of, relating to, or being such a medicine. See -tax-. 

lay’ (lā) /ley/ v., laid, lay-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to put 
or place in a position that is flat; set down: to lay a book 
on a desk. 2. [~ + obj] to knock or beat down: One 
punch laid him low. 3. [~ + obj] to put or place in a 
particular position: The dog laid its ears back. 4. [~ + 
obj] to cause to be in a particular state or condition: 
Their motives were laid bare. 5.[~ + obj] to set, place, 
or apply: Don't you lay a hand on her. 6. [~ + obj] to 
place in proper position or in an orderly fashion: to lay 
bricks. 7. [~ + obj] to establish as a basis; set up: 
These talks will lay the foundation for further negotia- 
tions. 8. [~ + obj] to submit for someone’s considera- 
tion: / laid my case before the commission. 9.[~ + obj ( 
+ on + obj)) to charge someone as being responsible 
for (something): to lay the blame on the inspector. 10. 
[~ + obj] to bury: They laid him to rest in the old 
churchyard. 11. to bring forth and deposit (an egg or 
eggs): [~ + obj]: The hens laid an egg every day. (no 
obj): The hens weren't laying. 12. [~ + obj] to impose 
as a burden, duty, penalty, or the like: voted to lay an 
embargo on oil shipments. 13. [~ + obj] to place food, 
plates, Knives, forks, spoons, etc., on (a table); set. 14. 
[~ + obj) to devise or arrange: They laid their plans 
carefully. 15. [~ + obj (+ on)] to bet (money); stake: He 
laid $10 on the horse. 16. [~ + obj + obj] to bet 
(someone): /Il lay you ten to one that we win. 17. [~ + 
obj) to place, set, or locate: The scene is laid in France. 
18. {~ + obj) Slang (vulgar). to have sexual intercourse 
with. 19. [no obj) Nonstandard. ve’: just laying around 
the house. 20. lay aside, a. to abandon; reject: [~ + 
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aside + obj): They laid aside his plan. [~ + obj + 
aside]: They laid it aside. b. to save for use at a later 
time; store: [~ + aside + obj): She had laid aside some 
money. [~ + Obj + aside): How had she laid it aside? 
21. lay away, a. to reserve for later use; save: [~ + obj 
+ away]: She laid the money away. [~ + away + obj): 
She Nad laid away a fair amount of money. b. [~ + away 
+ obj) to hold merchandise until final payment or re- 
quest for delivery: to lay away a winter coat. 22. lay 
back, [7o obj] Slang. to relax. 23. lay down, i aR 
down + obj) a. to give up: The troopers laid down their 
guns. b. to state authoritatively: Their parents finally laid 
down the niles. c. to stock; store: to lay down wine. 24. 
lay for, [~ + for + obj] to lie in wait for: The COps are 
laying for the thief, 25. lay in, [~ + in + obj] to store 
away for future use: fo lay in a supply of food. 26. lay 
into, [~ + into + obj] to attack physically or with words. 
27. lay off, a. to dismiss (an employee), often temporar- 
ily: [~ + obj + Off}: The boss laid him off after only a 
few days. [~ + off + obj]: The company laid off Imn- 
dreds of workers. b. Slang. to stop annoying or teasing: 
[~ + off + obj): I told you to just lay off your brother. 
[no obj): Just lay off, leave me alone! c. [no obj) Infor- 
mal. to stop work: Let's lay off early. d. [~ + off + obj] 
to stop or stop using: to lay off drinking. 28. lay on, [~ 
+ on + obj] to cover with; apply: to lay on a coat of 
wax. 29. lay open, a. to cut open: [~ + open + obj): 
The surgeon laid open the area of the infection. [~ + obj 
+ open): She laid it open and began to operate. b. to 
expose; reveal: [~ + open + obj]: The news story laid 
open a whole new set of allegations against him. [~ + 
obj + open): The news story laid it all open. c. {~ + obj 
+ open] to expose (someone) to criticism, blame, or 
Suspicion: This new charge lays him open to a criminal 
indictment. 30. lay out, a. to spread out in order: ar- 
range; prepare: [~ + out + Obj): She laid out her pens 
and paper and set to work. [~ + obj + out]: She laid 
them out and set to work. b. to plan; plot; design; to 
make a layout of: [~ + out + obj]: She laid ont the de- 
sign on paper. [~ + obj + out): Lay it out on paper first. 
c. to ready (a corpse) for burial: [~ + obj + ont]: The 
undertaker laid the body out. [~ + out + obj]: The un- 
dertaker laid out the body. d. [~ + out + obj] Informal. 
to spend or contribute (money): He laid out $50 for each 
ticket. e. [~ + obj + out] Slang. to knock (someone) 
down or unconscious: /aid him out with one punch. 31. 
lay over, [no obj] to make a short stopover: The plane 
laid over in Albany. 32. lay up, to cause to be kept in 
one’s bed or indoors: [~ + obj + up]: was laid up with 
the fu. [~ + up + obj): This fu has laid up the entire 
crew. —n. [count] 33. the way or position in which a 
thing is laid or lies: the lay of the south pasture. 34. 
Slang (vulgar). a. a partner in sexual intercourse. b. an 
instance of sexual intercourse. —Idiom. 35. get laid, 
Slang (vulgar). to have sexual intercourse. 36. lay it on 
(thick), to flatter someone or boast extravagantly; exag- 
gerate. 37. lay of the land, [the + ~) the conditions, 
circumstances, or situation: Let's get the lay of the land 
before proceeding. —-Usage. For many speakers, the 
verbs vay, UE? and ue! are confused. tay and ue? are 
confused because both have the sense of “in a flat posi- 
tion.” The verb tay in most of its meanings takes an ob- 
ject, and a general rule to remember is that if the word 
“put, place,” can be substituted in a sentence, then tay is 
the verb to use: Lay (= put, place) the books on the ta- 
ble. She laid (= put, placed) the baby in the cradle. But 
the verb ue? does not take an object: Lie down and rest a 
moment. The baby is lying down. For many speakers, the 
problem comes in the past tense for these two verbs, be- 
cause the past tense of ue? is Jay, which looks like, but is 
not, the present form of tay: The dog will want to lie in 
the shade; yesterday he lay in the grass. Note that we can 
lay something, as a baby, down on a bed; the baby will 
then /e there until we pick it up. Finally, the verb ue? 
meaning “to tell a lie or make a false statement” is requ- 
lar: its past tense is lied. 
lay? (la) /ley/ v. pt. of ue?. 
lay? (lā) /ley/ adj. (before a noun) 1. belonging to, in- 
volving, or performed by someone not a member of the 
clergy: a lay sermon. 2. not belonging to or proceeding 
from a profession, esp. the law or medicine: a lay opin- 
ion. 
lay* (lā) /ley/ n. [count] 1. a short narrative or other 
poem. 2. a song. 
lay’a-way plan’ (ā/ə wa’) /'leyə,wey/ n. [count] a 
method of buying something by which an item is kept by 
the store until the customer has completed payments. 
lay-er (la/ar) /'leyər/ n. (count) 1. a thickness of some 
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material laid on or spread over a surface: a layer of soot 
on the window sill. 2. a bed; stratum: alternating layers 
of basalt and sandstone. 3. a person or thing that lays: a 
carpet layer. 4. a hen kept for egg production. 5. one of 
several items of clothing worn one on top of the other: 
wore layers of warm clothing. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to make 
a layer of. 7. to form, put down, or arrange in layers. 8. 
to arrange or wear (clothing) in layers. 

lay-ette (la et’) /ley'et/ n. [count] an outfit of clothing, 
bedding, etc., for a newborn baby. 

layeman (lā/mən) /leymoan/ n. [count], pl. -men. 1. a 
person who is not a member of the clergy; one of the la- 
ity. 2. a person who is not a member of a given profes- 
sion, as law or medicine. 

lay-off (la’6f’, -of’) /ley,of, -,of/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
dismissing employees, esp. temporarily. 2. a period of 
unemployment imposed on a worker: a layoff of several 
months. 

lay-out (la%out’) /ley,awt/ n. 1. [count] an arrangement 
or plan: the layout of a house. 2. [count] the act of laying 
or spreading out. 3. [count] a plan or sketch showing the 
arrangement of stories, pictures, illustrations, and art- 
work in an advertisement, newspaper, Or magazine page, 
etc.; the arrangement itself. 4. [poncount] the technique, 
process, or occupation of making layouts. 5. [count] In- 
format. a place and the features that go with it: a fancy 
layout with a swimming pool and a tennis court. 6. 
[count] Informal. a display: an appetizing layout of food. 

lay-o-ver (1a/0/var) /‘ley,owvor/ n. [count] STOPOVER: a 
layover each way in Las Vegas. 

laze (laz) /leyz/ v., lazed, laz-ing. 1. [no obj] to relax or 
lounge lazily. 2. to pass (time, life, etc.) lazily: [~ + obj 
+ away]: He's just been lazing his days away. [~ + away 
+ obj]: to laze away the days. 

lazy (la/zé) /‘leyziy/ adj., -ziver, -zisest. 1. unwilling to 
work or perform effort, activity, or exertion; indolent: too 
lazy to get up in the morning. 2. causing or encouraging 
idleness: a lazy afternoon. 3. slow-moving; sluggish: a 
lazy strearn. —la-ziely (la/za lē) /‘leyzaliy/ adv. —la/zi- 
ness, n. [(noncount] 

laezy-bones (lā/zēë b6nz/) /‘Ieyziy,bownz/ n. [count], pl. 
-bones. /nforrmal. a lazy person. 

la’zy Su/san (soo/zan) /'suwzan/ n. [count] a revolving 
tray for food. 

lb., an abbreviation of Latin Abra: pound. 

l.c., an abbreviation of: lowercase. 

LCD, n. [count], pl. LCDs, LCD's. liquid-crystal display: 
a display of information, as on digital watches, portable 
computers, and calculators, using a liquid-crystal film 
that changes when voltage is applied. 

Ld., an abbreviation of: limited. 

lead! (léd) /liyd/ v., led (led) /led/ lead-ing, n., adj. —v. 
1. to go before or with to show the way; conduct or es- 
cort; guide: [~ + obj]: The captain led his troops over 
the hill. [no obj): If you tead, | will follow. 2. [~ + obj] to 
conduct by guiding: to lead a horse by a rope. 3. [~ + 
obj] to influence (the thoughts); cause: What led her to 
change her mind? 4. [~ + to + obj] to result in; tend 
toward: The incident led to her resignation. 5. [~ + obj] 
to guide in direction, course, action, opinion, etc.; bring: 
You can lead him around to your point of view. 6. [~ + 
obj] to go through or pass (time, life, etc.): to lead a full 
and happy life. 7. [~ + obj] to conduct in a particular 
course: The pipes ted the water directly to the sewer. 8. 
(of a road, passage, etc.) to serve to bring (a person) to a 
place: [~ + obj]: The next street will lead you to the post 
office. [~ + to + obj]: That path leads directly to the 
house. 9. [~ + obj] to take or bring: The visitors were 
led into the senator's office. 10. [~ + obj] to be in com- 
mand of; direct: He led the British forces during the war. 
11. [~ + obj] to go at the head of or in advance of: The 
mayor will lead the parade. 12. to have first place in: [~ 
+ obj): lowa leads the nation in corn production. [no 
obj): His party was leading in the polls. 13. [~ + obj] to 
direct or have the principal part in: Who is going to lead 
the discussion? 14. [~ + obj] to act as leader of (an or- 
chestra, band, etc.); conduct. 15. to begin a hand in a 
card game (with a card or suit specified): [~ + obj]: Fil 
lead diamonds. [no obj]: The player to the dealer's left is 
supposed to lead. 16. lead off, a. to begin; start: [~ + 
off + obj): Lets lead off the rueeting witli a prayer. [no 
obj): The meeting led off with a prayer. b. Baseball. to be 
the first player in (the batting order) or the first batter in 
(an inning): [~ + off + obj): He led off the game with a 
home run, [no obj): He led off, and promptly singled. 
17. lead on, to mislead: [~ + obj + or): led hint on 
into thinking he had the job. [~ + on + obj]: He'd led 
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on dozens of customers. —n. [count] 18. the first or 
foremost place: to take the lead in the race. 19. the ex- 
tent of such an advance position: a lead of several yards. 
20. a person or thing that leads. 21. a leash: The dog 
was on a short lead. 22. a piece of useful information: 
The reporter got a tead on the story from a bystander. 
23. example; leadership: He took the tead in the charity 
drive. 24. a. the principal part in a play. b. the person 
who plays it. 25. a. the act or right of playing first in a 
card game. b. the card, suit, etc., so played. 26. the 
opening paragraph of a newspaper story, serving as a 
summary. 27. an insulated single wire used as a conduc- 
tor in electrical connections. —adj. [before a noun] 28. 
most important; principal; leading; first: a fead editorial. 
—Idiom. 29. lead up to, [~ + obj] a. to prepare the 
way for: A number of events led up to the stock market 
crash. b. to approach gradually: He was slowly leading 
up to a request for a raise. 
lead? (led) /led/ n. [noncount] 1. a heavy, soft, bluish- 
gray metal that can be shaped easily. 2. bullets; shot: 
shot the victim full of tead. 3. graphite, esp. a thin stick 
of graphite used in a pencil. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cover, 
line, weight, or treat with lead or one of its compounds. 
—Idiom. 5. get the lead out, [no obj] Slang. to move 
or work faster; hurry up. 
lead-ed (led/id) /‘ledid/ adj. 
lead. 
lead-en (led/n) /'‘ledn/ adj. 1. very heavy; ponderous: 
leaden feet. 2. dull; spiritless; gloomy: a feaden conver- 
sation. 3. of a dull gray color: leaden skies. 4. made of 
lead. 
lead-er (lé/dar) /'liydər/ n. [count] one that leads. 
lead-ereship (lé/dar ship’) /‘liydor,fip/ n. 1. [poncount] 
the position or function of a leader. 2. [noncount] ability 
to lead: She demonstrated qualities of leadership. 3. 
[courtt; usually singular] the leaders of a group: the gov- 
ernment leadership. 
leads-ing (lē/ding) /‘liydin/ adj. [before a noun] 1. princi- 
pal; foremost: a leading authority. 2. coming in advance 
of others; first: We rode in the leading car. 3. directing; 
guiding. 
lead/ing ques/tion n. [count] a question worded in a 
way that suggests the proper or desired answer: to ask 
leading questions of a witness. 
lead’ time’ (léd) /liyd/ n. the period of time between 
the start or first phase of a process and the point where 
results are seen: [count]: a lead time of about fifty days 
for the project. [noncount]: not enough lead time. 
leaf (léf) /liyf/ n., pl. leaves (lévz) /liyvz/ v. —n. 1. 
[count] one of the usually green, flat parts at the end of a 
stem on a plant. 2. [count] a sheet of paper or other 
writing material, one side of each sheet making up a 
page. 3. [noncount] a thin sheet of metal: decorated with 
silver leaf. 4. [count] a flat part of a table that slides, is 
hinged, or detaches from the main piece: the leaves of a 
dining room table. —v. 5. leaf through, [~ + obj] to 
turn pages of: leafing through a book. —TIdiom. 6. 
take a leaf out of or from someone’s book, to use 
someone as an example: The company took a leaf out of 
Japan's book on how to mass-produce automobiles efti- 
ciently. 7. turn over a new leaf, to begin new; make a 
fresh start. —leaf/less, adj. 
leaf-let (léf/lit) /liyflit/ n., v., -leteed or -let-ted, -let- 
ing or -let-ting. —n. [count] 1. a small flat or folded 
sheet of printed matter, as an advertisement or notice, 
uSually intended for free distribution. 2. one of the sepa- 
rate parts or divisions of certain leaves. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to distribute leaflets to or among: The student govern- 
ment leafleted the entire campus. 
leaf-y (lé/fe) /‘liyfiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. full of leaves. 
league’ (lég) /liyg/ n, v, leagued, lea-guing. —n. 
[count] 1. a group of persons, parties, organizations, 
countries, etc., who join to promote common interests or 
to provide assistance or service to each of its members. 
2. a group of athletic teams organized to compete chiefly 
among themselves: a bowling league. 3. group; Class; 
category: As a pianist he simply isn't in your league. —v. 
[no obj] 4. to unite in a league; combine: They leagued 
together. —Idiom. 5. in league (with), working to- 
gether, esp. secretly; conspiring: They were in league 
with the enemy. 
league?’ (lēg) /liyg/ n. [count] a unit of distance usually 
roughly 3 miles (4.8 kilometers). 
leak (lék) /liyk/ n. [count] 1. an unintended hole, crack, 
or the like, through which liquid, gas, light, etc., enters or 
escapes: a leak in the roof. 2. a spreading or release of 
secret information by an unnamed source: a leak to the 
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press about his role in the conspiracy. —v. 3. [no obj) to 
let a liquid, gas, light, etc., enter or escape, as through a 
hole or crack: The boat leaks. 4. to (cause to) pass in or 
out in this manner, as liquid, gas, or light: [10 obj]: Gas 
was leaking from a pipe. [~ + obj): The brakes are leak- 
ing fluid. 5. to (cause or allow to) become known: [no 
obj): The news leaked to the public. [~ + obj): Who 


leaked that story to the press? —Idiom. 6. take a 
leak, Slang (vulgar). to urinate. —leak/y, adj., -i-er, 
-i-est. 


leak-age (lé/kij) /‘liyktd3/ n. an act of leaking: a leak; an 
amount of such leaking: [noncount]: to prevent leakage. 
[count]: leakages all through the ship's hull. 

lean’ (lén) /liyn/ v, leaned or (esp. Brit.) leant (lent) 
/lent/ lean-ing. 1. to bend or tilt (the body) from a verti- 
cal position: [no obj): She leaned out the window. [~ + 
obj): He leaned his head forward. 2. to bend or slant ina 
particular direction: [no obj]: The post leans to the left. 
[~ + obj): He leaned the bike to the left. 3. to rest or lie 
on something for support: [no obj]: She leaned against a 
wall. [~ + obj): He leaned the bike against the railing. 4. 
[~ + on/upon] to depend or rely: He could always lean 
on them in an emergency. 5. [no obj] to tend to agree 
with or be in favor of: They're leaning toward our point of 
view. 6. lean on, [~ + on + obj] Informal. to pressure 
or threaten: The gangster was leaning on the small busi- 
nesses for more money. 

lean? (len) /liyn/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. (of persons or 
animals) without much flesh or fat; thin: fean cattle. 2. 
(of meat) containing little or no fat: lean beefsteak. 3. 
lacking in richness, fullness, quantity, etc.; poor: a nurn- 
ber of very lean years. 4. spare; economical: Our busi- 
ness has to become leaner if we are to survive. —n. 
[noncount] 5. the part of flesh that consists of muscle 
rather than fat. —lean/ness, n. [noncount] 

leaneing (le/ning) /‘liyntn/ n. [count] a tendency; inclina- 
tion: literary leanings. 

lean’-to’, n. [count], pl. -tos. a shack or shed sup- 
ported at one side by trees or posts and that has a 
slanted roof. 

leap (lép) /liyp/ v., leaped or leapt (lept, lépt) /lept, li- 
ypt/ leaping, n. —v. 1. to spring through the air from 
One point or position to another; jump (over): [no obj]: 
to leap over a ditch. [~ + obj): to leap a fence. 2. [~ + 
obj] to cause to jump this way: The rider leaped her 
horse over the obstacles. 3. [no obj] to move or act 
quickly or suddenly: to leap aside. 4. [no obj] to pass, 
come, rise, etc., as if with a jump: Suddenly an idea 
leaped to her mind. —n. [count] 5. a springing move- 
ment. 6. the distance covered in a leap; jump: a leap of 
three feet. 7. an abrupt change, usually for the better: a 
leap in profits. —-Idiom. 8. by leaps and bounds, very 
rapidly: The baby seemed to be growing by leaps and 
bounds. 9. leap in the dark, [count] an action that risks 
results that cannot be predicted. —leap/er, n. [count] 

leap-frog (lép/frog’, -frég’) /'liyp,frog, -,frog/ nm, v., 
-frogged, -frog-ging. —n. [noncount] 1. a game in 
which a player jumps over another player bent over from 
the waist. —v. 2. to jump over or pass (a person or 
thing) in or as if in leapfrog: [no obj): leapfrogging past 
the opposition. [~ + obj]: leapfrogged the fence. 

leap’ year’, n. [count] 1. (in the Western calendar) a 
year that contains 366 days, with February 29 as an addi- 
tional day; it occurs every four years: A leap year occurs 
in years whose last two digits are evenly divisible by four, 
except for years marking a century that are not divisible 
by 400. 2. a year containing an extra day in any calen- 
dar. 

learn (ldrn) /Isrn/ v., learned (ldrnd) /Isrnd/ or learnt 
(larnt) /Isrnt/ learn-ing. —v. 1. to gain or acquire knowl- 
edge of or skill in (something) by study, instruction, or 
experience: [~ + obj]: to learn a new language. [~ + 
(how) to + verb]: Where did you learn (how) to throw a 
ball like that? [no obj): She learns quickly. 2. to become 
informed of or acquainted with; find out: [~ + obj]: to 
learn the truth. [~ + (that) clause]: | learned that he was 
a sailor only last week. [~ + abouVof + obj): When did 
you learn about his past? 3. [~ + obj] to memorize: He 
learned the poem in ten minutes. 4. [~ + obj] to gain 
by experience, exposure to example, or the like: She 
learned patience from her father. 5. [~ + obj + obj] 
Nonstandard. to teach: learned him a lesson he wont 
forget. —learn/er, n. [count] 

learneed (lGr/nid for 1-3; tarnd for 4) /‘Isrnid for 1-3; 
Isrnd for 4/ adj. 1. having much knowledge; scholarly: 
learned professors. 2. [before a nonn) of a scholarly na- 
ture: a learned journal. 3. well-informed: very learned in 
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the ways of the world, 4. obtained or acquired by experi- 
ence, study, etc., and not inborn: learned behavior. 
learn-ing (Iûr/ning) /Isrnin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. knowledge 
obtained by careful study in any field of scholarly work. 
2. the act or process of acquiring knowledge or skill. 

learn/ing disability, n. [count] any of several 
conditions esp. in school-aged children in which there is 
evidence of difficulty in accomplishing specific tasks, as 
reading and writing. —learn/ing-disa/bled, adj. 

lease (lés) /liys/ n., v., leased, leas-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
a contract allowing the use of land, renting property, etc., 
to another for a certain period in exchange for rent or 
other payment. 2. the period of time for which a lease is 
made: a five-year lease. —v. 3. to grant the temporary 
possession or use of (lands, property, etc.) to another, 
usually for compensation at a fixed rate; to let: [~ + obj 
(+ to + obj)]: to lease one’s apartment to a friend. (~ + 
obj + obj). We leased him the apartrnent. [no obj): to 
lease at a lower rate. 4. [~ + obj (+ from + obj)] to 
take or hold by lease: He leased the farm froin the sher- 
iff, —Idiom. 5. a new lease on life, [count] a chance 
to improve one’s situation or to live longer or more hap- 
pily: After his heart operation he felt he had a new lease 
on life. —leas/er, n. [count] 

leash (lésh) /liyf/ nm. 1. [count] a chain, strap, etc., for 
controlling or leading a dog or other animal; a ‘ead. 2. 
[noncount] control; restraint: to keep one’s temper in 
leash. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to secure or control by or as if 
by a leash: Leash your dog. 

least (lést) /liyst/ adj., a superlative of little with less or 
lesser as comparative. 1. smallest in size, amount, de- 
gree, etc.; slightest; lowest in amount: wasn't paying the 
least attention. —n. (noncount; the + ~) 2. something 
that is least: Your little problem is the least of tny worries 
right now. —adv. 3. superl. of little with less as com- 
par. to the smallest extent, amount, or degree: That's the 
least important question of all. —Idiom. 4. at least, a. 
at the lowest estimate or figure: We'll have to pay $500 at 
least to cover that damage. b. at any rate; in any case: At 
least she wasnt hurt. 5. not in the least, not in the 
smallest degree: not worried in the least. 6. to say the 
least, This expression is used to express the belief that a 
situation or circumstance is even worse than stated: The 
result will be terrible inflation, to say the least. 

leath-er (leth’ar) /‘ledar/ n. [noncount] 1. the skin of an 
animal in which the hair has been removed and prepared 
by tanning or a similar process to preserve it and make it 
soft and easily shaped when dry. —adj. [before a noun) 
2. relating to or made of leather. —leath/er-y, adj. 

leath-er-neck (leth’ar nek’) /‘ledor,nek/ n. [count] In- 
formal. a U.S. marine. 

leave’ (lév) /liyv/ v., left (left) /left/ leaveing. 1. to go 
out of or away from, as a place: [~ + Obj]: to leave the 
house. [no obj): We left for the airport. 2. [~ + obj] to 
quit: to leave a job. 3. [~ + obj] to let remain behind: 
The bear left tracks in the snow. 4.[~ + obj] to let stay 
or be in the condition stated: Leave the motor running. 
5. [~ + obj] to let remain in a position to do something 
without being bothered: We lef him to his work. 6. [~ + 
obj) to let (a thing) remain for another's action or deci- 
sion: We left the details to the lawyer. 7. [~ + obj] to 
give in charge; entrust: Leave the package with my 
neighbor. 8. [~ + obj] to turn aside from; abandon or 
disregard: She left music to strdy engineering. 9. to give 
for use after one’s death or departure: [~ + obj + to + 
obj]: to leave one’s money to charity. [~ + obj + obj]: 
She left him a lot of money. 10. [~ + obj] to have re- 
maining after death: He leaves a wife and three children. 
11. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to have as a remainder 
after subtraction: 2 froin 4 leaves 2. 12. leave off, a. 
[no obj] to stop; cease; discontinue: The professor 
couldn't remember where she had left off from the previ- 
ous lecture. b. to omit: [~ + obj + off]: We lef him off 
the list. (~ + off + obj): We left off too many of her rela- 
fives from the list. 13. leave out, to omit; exclude: [~ + 
out + obj): She left out a few important statistics. [~ + 
obj + out]: You left them out of your report. —leav/er, 
n. Ccount) 

leave’ (lév) /liyv/ m. 1. [noncount] permission to do 
something: fo beg leave to go. 2. permission to be ab- 
sent, as from work or military duty: [noncount): to ask for 
leave. [count]: allowed us a leave to visit home during 
Christmas. 3. [count] the time this permission lasts: 30 
days’ leave. —Idiom. 4. take leave of, [~ + obj] to 
part or separate from: Have you taken leave of yourr 
senses? (= Are you crazy?) 5. take one’s leave, to de- 
part: We shonld take our leave before the speeches be- 


gin. 


leaven to legalism 


leav-en (lev’an) /‘levan/ n. [noncount) 1. a substance, 
as yeast or baking powder, that causes fermentation and 
expansion of dough or batter. 2. an element that pro- 
duces a change, as by making something dull become 
more lively. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to add leaven to (dough or 
batter). 4. to fill (a situation) with something that pro- 
duces or Causes a Change. 

leav-enring (lev/a ning) /‘levanin/ n. [noncount] 1. Also 
called leav’ening a’gent. a substance used to produce 
fermentation in dough or batter; leaven. 2. the process 
of causing fermentation by leaven. 

leaves (lévz) /liyvz/ n. pl. of LEAF. 

Leb-a-nese (leb’/a néz’, -nés’) /,leba'niyz, -'niys/ adj., 
n., pl. -nese. —adj. 1. of or relating to Lebanon. —n. 
[count] 2. a person born or living in Lebanon. 

-lec-, root. -lec- comes from Latin (and sometimes 
Greek), where it has the meaning “gather; choose.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: COLLECT, ELECTION, ELI- 
GIBLE, ELITE, INELIGIBLE, LECTERN, LECTURE, RECOLLECT, SELECT. 
See -LEG-. 

lech-er (lech/%ar) /‘letfor/ [count] Also, lech (lech) /letJ/. 
a man who engages in lechery. 
lech-er-ous (lech’ar əs) /letfərəs/ adj. (usually of a 
man) continually thinking of or wanting to have sex. 
—lech/er-oussly, adv. 
lecheer-y (lech/a rē) /'letforiy/ n. [noncount] (usually of 
a man) constant indulgence in sexual activity. 
lec-tern (lek/tarn) /‘lektorn/ n. [count] a stand with a 
slanted top, used to hold a book, speech, etc., at the 
proper height for a standing reader or speaker. See 
-LEC-. 
lec-ture (lek/char) /‘lektfor/ n., v., -tured, -tursing. —n. 
[count] 1. a talk delivered before an audience or a Class, 
esp. for instruction or to set forth some subject: a /ecture 
on modern art. 2. a speech of warning or scolding; a 
long reprimand: got a stern lecture on being responsible. 
—v. 3. to give a lecture or series of lectures: [no obj]: He 
lectured to a number of student groups. [~ + obj): She 
lectured the students on diplomacy. 4. to scold or warn, 
esp. at some length: [~ + obj]: She lectured her chil- 
dren on good table manners. [no obj): She lectured to 
them. —lec/tur-er, n. [count] See -LEC-. 
led (led) /led/ v. pt. and pp. of LeaD'. 

LED (el’é dé’) /eliy'diy/ n. [count], pi. LEDs, LED's. 
light-emitting diode: a device that gives off light when 
current goes through it, used esp. for displaying readings 
on digital watches, calculators, etc. 
ledge (lej) /led3/ n. [count] a narrow, flat, shelflike part 
sticking out from a wall, cliff, or other upright structure. 
ledg-er (lejfer) /‘led3er/ n. [count] an account book in 
which money amounts coming into and going out of a 
business are recorded. 
lee (lē) /liy/ n. [count; usually singular; often: the + ~) 
1. protective shelter: the lee of a rock in a storm. 2. the 
side or part that is sheltered or turned away from the 
wind: the huts that were erected under the lee of the 
mountain. 3. Chiefy Nautical. the quarter or region to- 
ward which the wind blows. —adj. 4. of, on, or moving 
toward the lee. 
leech (léch) /liytf/ n. [count] 1. a bloodsucking worm 
once used widely for letting out blood in medical treat- 
ments. 2. a person who clings to another for personal 
gain; parasite. —v. 3. to cling to and feed upon, drain, 
use up (someone, or someone's resources): [~ + obj): 
Her companion leeched her of all the money she had. 
[no obj): constantly leeching frorn his relations. 
leek (lék) /liyk/ n. [count] a plant of the amaryllis family, 
related to the onion, having a rounded bulb and leaves 
used in cooking. 
leer (lér) /lior/ v. [no obj] 1. to look with a sideways 
glance, esp. one suggesting sexual interest. —r. [count] 
2. a Sly look, or one that suggests sexual interest. 
leer-y (l@ér7é) /‘liariy/ adj. [be + ~ + of, -iver, -i-est. 
careful; suspicious; not trusting: /7n leery of his financial 
advice. —leer/i-ness, n. [noncourt] 
lees (léz) /liyz/ n. [plural] the grounds or sediment that 
collects at the bottom of a bottle of wine, beer, etc. 
lee-ward (lē/wərd; Nautical. loo’ard) /‘liyward; Nautical. 
‘luword/ adj. 1. relating to, in, or moving toward the di- 
rection toward which the wind blows (opposed to wind- 
ward). —n. [count; usually singular; usually: the + ~) 2. 
the lee side; the point or direction toward which the wind 
blows. —adv. 3. toward the lee. 
lee-way (lé/wa’) /‘liy,wey/ n. [noncount] 1. extra time, 
space, materials, etc., within which to act: a leeway of 
two weeks. 2. a degree of freedom of action or thought: 
plenty of leeway to make a choice. 
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left! (left) /left/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or located on or 
near the side of a person or thing that is turned toward 
the west when the person or thing is facing north (op- 
posed to right): He uses his left hand to hold his fork. 2. 
(often: Left) of or belonging to the political left wing or 
side; having liberal or radical views in politics. —n. 3. 
[noncount] the left side, or something on the left side: 
Look to your left. 4. [count] a turn toward the left: Make 
a left at the next corner. 5. the Left, [noncount] a. indi- 
viduals or organized groups calling for liberal reform or 
revolutionary change in the social, political, or economic 
scheme. b. the liberal position held by these people. 
—adv. 6. toward the left: We turned left. 

left? (left) /left/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of ceave'. —adj. [be + 
~) 2. remaining after something has been used, taken 
away, etc.; not used: Only one quart of juice is left. 

left/-hand/, adj. [before a noun] 1. on or to the left: a 
left-hand turn. 2. of, for, or with the left hand. 

left’-hand’ed, adj. 1. having the left hand more in 
control or effective than the right; preferring to use the 
left hand: a left-handed pitcher. 2. fitted to or performed 
by the left hand: a left-handed tool. 3. having more than 
one meaning and therefore doubtful and possibly insult- 
ing: a left-handed compliment. —adv. 4. with the left 
hand: to write left-handed. 

left-ist (leftist) /‘leftist/ n. (count; sometimes: Leftist) 1. 
a member of the political Left; liberal or radical. —adj. 2. 
of, relating to, or called for by the political Left. —left/- 
ism, n. Inoncount] 

left-o-ver (left/0’var) /‘left,owvar/ n. [count] 1. Usually, 
leftovers. [plural food remaining uneaten at the end of 
a meal, esp. when saved for later use. 2. anything left or 
remaining from a larger amount; remainder. —adj. [be- 
fore a nour) 3. being left or remaining: /efover meatloaf. 

left’ wing’, n. (count; usually: the + ~] the liberal or 
radical element in a political party or other organization. 
—left/-winge’, adj.: left-wing politics. —left/-wing/er, 
n. [count] 

left-y or left-ie (lef7té) /leftiy/ n. [count], pl. -ies. In- 
formal. a left-handed person. 

leg (leg) /leg/ n., v., legged, leg-ging. —n. [count] 1. ei- 
ther of the two lower limbs of a two-footed animal, as a 
human being, or any of the paired limbs of an animal, 
that support and move the body. 2. something resem- 
bling or suggesting a leg in use, position, or appearance, 
as one of the sides of a triangle. 3. the part of a piece of 
clothing, boot, or the like that covers the leg. 4. one of 
usually several relatively slender supports for a piece of 
furniture. 5. one of the separate parts or sections of any- 
thing: on the last leg of a trip. —v. [no obj] 6. to use the 
legs in walking or running: We were legging back to the 
store. —Idiom. 7. a leg to stand on, [usually used 
with a negative word) facts or proof to support one’s 
claims or arguments: With such skimpy evidence against 
us the police don't have a leg to stand on. 8. a leg up, 
an advantage: Our new product gave us a leg up on our 
competition. 9. on one's or its last legs, just short of 
collapse: The failing business was on its last legs when 
he took it over. 10. stretch one’s legs, to move or walk 
around after a long time sitting. 

-leg-, root. -leg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “law’ and “to gather; read.” It is related to 
-LEC-. These meanings are found in such words as: DELE- 
GATE, ILLEGAL, ILLEGIBLE, INTELLECT, INTELLIGENT, LEGACY, LE- 
GAL, LEGATE, LEGEND, LEGIBLE, LEGION, LEGISLATE, LEGITIMATE, 
PARALEGAL, PRIVILEGE, RELEGATE, SACRILEGE. 

leg-aecy (leg’a sé) /‘legasiy/ n. [count], pi. -cies. 1. (ina 
will) a gift of money or other personal property to some- 
one. 2. anything handed down from the past, as if from 
an ancestor: left a legacy of debt. See -LEG-. 

le-gal (lé/gal) /‘liygal/ adj. 1. permitted by law; lawful: 
Theft is not legal. 2. [before a noun) of or relating to law: 
the legal systern. 3. [before a noun] of, relating to, or 
befitting the profession of law or lawyers: She has a 
sharp legal mind. —n. [count] 4. a person who acts in a 
legal manner. —le’gal-ly, adv. See -LEG-. 

le’gal age’, n. the age, 18 in most states, at which a 
person is legally responsible and may enter into con- 
tracts: [count]: a legal age of twenty-one. [noncount): un- 
der legal age. 

le-gal-ese (lé/ga léz’, -lés’) /,liyga'liyz, -'liys/ n. [non- 
count) language containing many legal terms or much 
legal jargon. 

le’gal holiday, n. [count] a public holiday established 
by law, during which certain work, government business, 
etc., is cut short or suspended. 

le-gal-ism (lē/gə liz’am) /‘liyga,lizam/ n. 1. [noncount) 
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Strict adherence to the law. 2. [comrt] an example of 
such strict following of the rules. —le’gal-is/tic, adj. See 
-LEG-. 

legality (l€ gali tē) /liy'gwlitiy/ n. [noncount] the 
state or condition of being legal. See -LEG-. 

le-gal-ize (lē/gə liz’) /‘liyga,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz- 
ing. to make legal; authorize. —le-gal-i-za-tion (lé/ga li- 
za/shon) /,liygalt'zeyfan/ n. Lnoncount] See -LEG-. 

le’gal ten/der, n. [noncount] currency or money that 
may be lawfully used in payment of money debts and 
that must be accepted when offered for payment: The 
two-dollar bill is still legal tender in the United States. 

leg-ate (legit) /‘legit/ n. [count] 1. a member of the 
clergy sent or appointed by the pope as his representa- 
tive. 2. a usually official representative or envoy. See 
-LEG-. 

leg-a-tee (leg’a tē/) /,lega'tiy/ n. [count], pl. -tees. a 
person to whom a legacy is assigned or left. See -tec-. 

le-ga-tion (li gā/shən) /li'geyfan/ n. [count] 1. a diplo- 
matic minister and staff in a foreign mission. 2. the offi- 
cial headquarters of a diplomatic minister. See -LEG-. 

le-ga-to (la ga/td) /lə'gatow/ adj., adv. Music. without 
breaks between successive tones: a legato passage; The 
passage was played legato. 

leg-end (lej’and) /‘led3and/ n. 1. [count] an unproved 
story handed down by tradition from earlier times and 
popularly accepted as historical: the legend of King Ar- 
thur. 2. [noncount] a body of stories of this kind: the 
winning of the West in American legend. 3. [count] a ta- 
ble on a map, chart, or the like, listing and explaining the 
symbols used. 4. [count] a person who is very famous, 
well-known, liked, or admired in some areas. See -LEG-. 

leg-end-ar-y (lej’an der’é) /‘led3an,deriy/ adj. of, relat- 
ing to, or of the nature of a legend: a legendary hero. 
See -LEG-. 

leg-er-de-main (lej/ar da man’) /,ledzarda'meyn/_ n. 
[noncount] 1. the ability to fool people with hand tricks, 
as by making objects disappear; sleight of hand. 2. trick- 
ery; deception: some financial legerdemain to fool the 
accountants. See -MAN-!. 

leg-ged (leg’id, legd) /‘legid, legd/ adj. This word is 
used after some words to form adjectives indicating a 
certain number or a certain kind of legs: two-legged; 
long-legged. 

leg-ging (leg/ing) /‘legin/ n. [count] 1. Also, leg-gin 
(legin) /‘legin/. a covering, as of leather or canvas, for 
the leg. 2. leggings, [phiral] close-fitting trousers worn 
outdoors in the winter. 

leg-gy (leg’é) /'legiy/ adj., -giver, -gieest. 1. having un- 
naturally long legs. 2. having long, attractively shaped 
legs: leggy dancers. 

legible (lejfa bal) /'led3əbəl/ adj. capable of being 
read, esp. with ease, as writing or printing: easily reada- 
ble. —leg-i-bil-iety (lej’a bii tē) /ledza'bilitiy/ n. Cnon- 
count) —leg/i-bly, adv. See -LEG-. 

le-gion (lé/jan) /'liyd3ən/ n. [count] 1. the largest unit of 
the Roman army, numbering at different periods from 
about 4000 to 6000 foot soldiers. 2. a military or semi- 
military unit. 3. any large group of armed men. 4. any 
great number of persons or things; multitude; throng: le- 
gions of admirers. —adj. [be + ~]5. very great in num- 
ber: The holy man’s followers were legion. —leegion: 
ary (lée/ja ner/é) /‘liyd3a,nerty/ adj., n. (count), pl. -are 
ies. See -LEG-. 

le-gion-naire (lé/ja nar’) /,liyd3o'near/ n. 1. (often cap.) 
a member of the American Legion. 2. a member of any 
legion. 

le-gion-naires’’ disease’, n. [nonconnt]) a form of 
pneumonia caused by bacteria, typically caught by 
breathing in droplets from a contaminated water supply. 

leg-is-late (lej’is lat’) /‘led3is,leyt/ v., -lateed, -lat-ing. 
1. [no obj] to make or create laws: /t is Congress's re- 
sponsibility to legislate effectively for the people. 2. [~ + 
obj) to create or control by legislation: attempts to legis- 
late :norality. —leg/is-la’tor, n. (count) See -LEG-. 

leg-is-la-tion (lej’is lā/shən) /,led3is‘leyfon/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the act of making or creating laws. 2. a law or 
a body of laws created. See -LEG-. 

leg-is-la-tive (lej/is la’tiv) /‘led3is,leytiv/ adj. 1. having 
the function of making laws: a legislative body. 2. of or 
relating to the creation of laws or to a legislature. See 
-LEG-. 

leg-is-la-ture (lej/is la’char) /‘led3is,leytfor/ n. [count] a 
body or group of persons, usually elected to the position, 
who are given the power to make, change, or take back 
the laws of a country or state. See -LEG-. 

le-git (lo jit”) /la'd3it/ adj. Informal. legitimate. 
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le-git-iemate (adj. li jia mit; v. -mat’) / adj. Ir'd3itomit; 
v. -meyt/ adj., v., -mat-ed, -mat-ing. —adj. 1. according 
to law; lawful: te property's legitimate owner. 2. follow- 
ing established rules, principles, or standards. 3. born of 
legally married parents: legitimate children. 4. valid; logi- 
cal: a legitimate conclusion. 5. justified; genuine; reason- 
able: had a legitimate complaint. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to 
make legitimate: Parliament legitimated her accession to 
the throne. —le-giteitmascy (li jia mə sé) 
/'d3itamasiy/ n. Lnoncount] —le-git/iemate-ly, adv. See 
-LEG-. 
le-git-iemize (li jita miz’) /li'd3ita,mayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-mized, -miz-ing. to legitimate. —le-git-iemi-za-tion (li- 
jit’a mə za’shan) /li,d3itomoa'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] See 
-LEG-. 
leg-man (leg’man’, -man) /‘leg,;men, -maən/ n. [count), 
pl. -men. 1. a person who works as an assistant to 
gather information, run errands, etc. 2. a reporter who 
gathers news firsthand. 
leg-ume (leg/ydom, li gyoom/’) /‘legyuwm, It'gyuwm/ n. 
[count] 1. a plant, esp. one used for feed, food, or as a 
soil-improving crop; it is part of a family that includes 
peas, beans, alfalfa, clover, peanuts, and acacia. 2. the 
pod, bean, or seed of such a plant. —leegu-mi-nous (li- 
gyoo/ma nas) /li'gyuwmanas/ adj. 
leg-work (leg/wirk’) /‘leg,wark/ n. [noncount] work or 
research involving extensive walking or traveling from 
one place to another. 
lei (la) /Iey/ n. [count], pl. leis. (in Hawaii) a wreath of 
flowers, leaves, etc., worn around the neck. 
lei-sure (lé/zhar, lezh’ar) /'liy3ər, 'le3ər/ n. [noncomnt] 
1. freedom from the demands of work or duty: a life of 
leisure. 2. time free from the demands of work or duty: 
the leisure to pursue hobbies. —adj. 3. free or unoccu- 
pied: leisure hours. 4. having leisure; not required to 
work for a living: the leisure class. 5. designed for enter- 
tainment or recreation: video games and other leisure 
products. —Idiom. 6. at leisure, a. with free time: Do 
it when you're at leisure. b. without haste or pressure; 
slowly: He finished the book at leisure. 7. at one’s lei- 
sure, when one has free time; at one’s convenience: Re- 
ply at your leisure. 
leissured (lé/zhard, lezh’ard) /‘liyzard, 'lezərd/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. having leisure: the leisured classes. 2. 
leisurely; unhurried; relaxed: /eisured activities. 
leissuresly (lé/zhar lē, lezh’ar-) /‘liyzorliy, ‘lezar-/ adj. 
l. unhurried; deliberate: a leisurely conversation. —adv. 
2. in a leisurely manner: to travel leisurely through Eu- 
rope. 
leitemo-tif (lit/mō téf”) /‘laytmow,tiyf/ 1. [count] a 
theme associated throughout a music drama with a par- 
ticular person, situation, or idea. 
lem-ming (lem/ing) “lemin/ n. [count] a small, mainly 
arctic animal like a rat, noted for its mass migrations that 
sometimes result in mass drownings in the sea. 
lem-on (lem/an) /‘lemon/ n. 1. the yellowish, acid fruit of 
a subtropical citrus tree: [moncount): Would you like 
leinon with your tea? [count]: Lemons cost a dollar each 
there. 2. [count] the tree itself. 3. [noncount] a color of 
yellow much like that of the outside of a lemon. 4. 
[count] Informal. one that proves to be faulty or unsatis- 
factory; dud: Our new car turned out to be a lemon. 
—adj. [before a noun] 5. made of or with lemon: lemon 
pie. 6. having the color, taste, or odor of lemon. —lem/- 
onsy, adj. 
lem-oneade (lem/a nad’, lem/a nad’) /,lemoa'neyd, 
‘lemo,neyd/ n. [noncount] a beverage made up of lemon 
juice, sweetener, and water. 
leemur (lé/mar) /‘liymoar/ n. [count] a small monkeylike 
animal that lives in trees and hunts at night, having large 
eyes and a foxlike face. 
lend (lend) /lend/ v., lent (lent) /lent/ lend-ing. 1. to 
grant the use of (something) on condition that it or its 
equivalent will be returned: [~ + obj]: He doesnt like to 
lend things. [~ + obj + to + obj): He lent his lawn- 
mower to me. [~ + obj + obj): He lent me his lawn- 
mower, 2. to give (money) on condition that it is re- 
turned and that interest is paid for its temporary use: [~ 
+ obj): The bank lends money at high interest rates. [~ 
+ obj + to + obj): The bank wouldn't lend the money 
to itn. [~ + obj + obj): The bank refused to lend him 
money. 3. (of a library) to allow the use of (books and 
other materials) outside library premises for a certain pe- 
riod: [~ + obj]: The library lends videotapes. [~ + obj 
+ to + obj): That library will lend videotapes to anyone 
living in the vicinity. [~ + obj + obj): The library will 
lend you the videotapes. 4. to give or contribute willingly 
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or helpfully: [~ + obj]: always there lending support. [~ 
+ obj + to + obj): lent their support to the cause. [~ + 
obj + obj): He lent their cause his support. 5. [not: be 

~-ing; ~ + oneself + to) to adapt (itself or oneself) to 
something; be suitable for: The building lends itself to in- 

expensive remodeling. 6. to give, confer, furnish, or im- 
part (a quality) to something: [~ + obj + to + obj): A 
fireplace lends coziness to a room. [~ + obj + obj): The 
use of a warm color there lends the room Cheeriness. 
—Idiom. 7. lend a hand, to give help; aid: [no obj): 
Can you lend a hand with this job? [~ + obj + a hand]: 
Can you lend us a hand? [~ + to + obj): Lend a hand 
to the others. —lend/er, n. [count] —Usage. See BOR- 
ROW. 

length (lengkth, lenth) /lenkO, lenO/ m. 1. [noncount] the 
longest extent of anything as measured from end to end: 
The length of the yard was three hundred feet. 2. [non- 
court] extent from beginning to end of a series, account, 
book, etc.: a novel 300 pages in length. 3. [noncount) 
extent in time; amount of time something lasts; duration: 
the length of a visit. 4. [count] a distance figured by the 
extent of something specified: Hold the picture at arms 
length. 5. [count] a piece or portion of a certain or a 
known amount or distance measured: He cut off a tength 
of rope. 6. [noncount) the quality or state of being long 
rather than short: a journey remarkable for its length. 7. 
Usually, lengths. (p/ura/] the extent to which one would 
go to reach or accomplish a desired end: to go to great 
lengths to get what one wants. —Idiom. 8. at length, 
a. after a considerable time; finally: He ran for most of 
the morning; at length he stopped. b. fully; in detail: 
went on at length about her family. 

lengthen (lengk/than, len’-) /‘lenkOon, 'len-/ v. to 
(cause to) become greater in length; (cause to) grow 
longer: [no obj): Her hair lengthened gradually. [~ + 
obj): They had to lengthen the road. 

length-wise (lengkth/wiz’, lenth’-) /‘lejkO,wayz, 'lenð-/ 
also length-eways (lengkth’waz/, lenth/-) /‘lenkO,weyz, 
'lenð-/ adj., adv. in the direction of the length: a length- 
wise cut; She cut the material lengthwise. 

lenethey (lengk/thé, len/-) /‘lenk@iy, 'len-/ adj., -iver, -ie 
est. of great length; very long: a lengthy journey; a 
lengthy explanation. 

leenivenscy (lé/né an sē, lén/yan sē) /'liyniyonsiy, 'li- 
ynyonsiy/ n. [noncount] the quality or state of being le- 
nient: The judge was known for his leniency toward first- 
time offenders. 

lesni-ent (lé/né ant, lén/yant) /‘liyniyant, 'liynyənt/ adj. 
not strict or severe; kind; indulgent: to be lenient toward 
the children. —le/ni-entely, adv. 

lens (lenz) /lenz/ n. [count], pl. lens-es. 1. a piece of 
glass or other transparent substance, curved on one or 
both surfaces and used in eyeglasses to correct vision 
problems, or in devices such as microscopes or 
binoculars to make things appear clearer, Closer, or 
larger. 2. a part of the eye behind the pupil that focuses 
images on the retina. 3. CONTACT LENS. 

lent (lent) /lent/ v. pt. and pp. of LEND. 

Lent (lent) /lent/ n. [proper noun) (in many Christian 
churches) an annual season of fasting and asking forgive- 
ness in preparation for Easter. —Lent-en, lent-en (lent/- 
n) /lentn/ adj.: the Lenten season. 

len-til (len/til, -tl) ‘lentil, -tl/ n. [count] 1. a plant of the 
legume family, having flattened seeds used as food. 2. 
the seed itself. 

le-oenine (lé/a nin’) /‘liyo,nayn/ adj. of, relating to, re- 
sembling, or suggestive of a lion: a leonine head. 

leopeard (lep/ard) /‘lepard/ n. [count] 1. a large, power- 
ful, spotted Asian or African cat, usually yellowish brown 
with black markings. 2. any similar cat, as the snow 
leopard. 

le-o-tard (lé’a tard’) /‘liyo,turd/ n. [count] a skintight, 
single piece of clothing for the chest and trunk of the 
body, worn by acrobats, dancers, etc. 

lep-er (lep’ar) /‘lepor/ n. [count] 1. a person who has 
leprosy. 2. a person who is shut out of a group, as for 
unacceptable behavior; an outcast. 

lep-reechaun (lep’/ra kon’, -kon’) /‘lepro,kon, -,kon/ n. 
[count] a small elflike creature of Irish folklore, often re- 
presented as a little old man who will reveal the location 
of a crock of gold to anyone who catches him. 

lep-roesy (lepra sé) /‘leprasiy/ u. [noncount] an infec- 
tious disease in which the skin and tissue of the body is 
destroyed and there is a loss of sensation. —lep/rous, 
adj. 

les-bi-an (lez/bé ən) /‘lezbiyan/ n. (court) a female ho- 
mosexual. —les/bi-an-ism, n. (rioicourit) 
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lesion (lé/zhan) /'liy3ən/ [count] any single, usually 
well-defined area of diseased or injured tissue. 

less (les) /les/ adv., a comparative of little with least as 
superlative. 1. to a smaller length, amount, or degree: a 
less-developed country. 2. (much/stil + ~) to say noth- 
ing of: / could barely pay for my own meal, much less 
hers. 3. [with a negative word or phrase] in any way dif- 
ferent; other: He's nothing tess than a thief. —adj., a 
compar. of little with least as superl. 4. smaller in size, 
amount, degree, etc.: He has less money than before. 3). 
lower in consideration, rank, or importance: complained 
to no less a person than the mayor (= to no one ranking 
lower than the mayor). 6. fewer: There were less than 
ten speakers before me. —n. (noncount) 7. a smaller 
amount or quantity: She eats less every day. 8. some- 
thing not as important: People have been imprisoned for 
less. —prep. 9. minus; without; subtracting: a year less 
two days. —Idiom. 10. less and less, to a decreasing 
extent or degree: / see less and less of my sister these 
days. 


-less, suffix. 1. -less is attached to nouns to form adjec- 


tives with the meaning “without, not having (the thing or 
quality named by the noun)”: care + -less ~ careless; 
shame + -less ~ shameless 2. -less is also attached to 
verbs to form adjectives with the meaning “that cannot 
be” plus the -ed/en form of the verb; or “that never” plus 
the -s form of the verb: tire + -less 7 tireless (= that 
never tires); count + -less ~ countless (= that cannot 
be counted). 

lessee (le sé’) /le'siy/ nm. [count], pi. sees. a person to 
whom a lease is granted. 

less-en (les’an) /'lesən/ v. to (cause to) become less; re- 
duce: [no obj): His shyness lessened as he grew older. 
[~ + obj]: Cold lessens feeling. 

less-er (les/ar) /'lesər/ adj., a comparative of little with 
least as superlative. 1. smaller, as in size, value, or im- 
portance: a lesser evil. —adv., a compar. of little with 
least as superl. 2. less. 

leseson (les’an) /‘leson/ n. [count] 1. a section into 
which a course of study is divided: to take driving les- 
sons. 2. a unit of a book, an exercise, etc., that is as- 
signed to a student for study. 3. something to be learned 
or studied: Have we learned anything from the lessons of 
history? 4. a useful piece of practical wisdom coming 
from one’s experience or study: The accident taught him 
a lesson. 5. a punishment intended to teach one better 
ways: If she does that again, he'll give her a good lesson. 
6. a portion of Scripture read at a church service. 

les-sor (les/6r, le sôr/) /'lesor, le'sor/ n. [count] a person 
who grants a lease. 

lest (lest) /lest/ conj. 1. for fear that; so that (one) should 
not: / used notes lest faulty memory should lead me 
astray. 2. that (used after words expressing fear, danger, 
anxiety, etc.): We worried lest the secret become Known. 

let’ (let) /let/ v., let, let-ting, n. —v. 1. to allow or per- 
mit: [~ + obj + root form of verb). Don’t let her see our 
faces. [~ + obj]: Can you come out? No, my parents 
won't let me. 2. [~ + Obj] to allow to pass, go, or come: 
He let us into the house. 3. [~ + obj + root form of 
verb] to cause to; make: to let her know the truth. 4. [~ 
+ obj + root form of verb] This word is used in the 
command forms Let or Let us (or Let's, which is short for 
Let us); a. to make a request: Lets try to get along, 
please. b. to give a command: Let me see what's in your 
hand. c. to express a warning about someone else doing 
something: /f they think they can just take over, just let 
them try. d. to make a suggestion: Why not let her drive? 
e. to express one’s indifference to some situation; to 
show that one does not care about something: /f she 
wants to gamble, let her do it. 5.[~ + obj] to grant the 
use of for rent or hire: to let rooms. 6. [no Obj) to allow 
to be leased: an apartment to let. —v. 7. let down, a. to 
disappoint or betray: [~ + obj + down): She really let 
me down when slie didn't come to our party. [~ + down 
+ obj): He let down the whole team. b. [~ + obj + 
down) to lower: He let the car down off the lift. c. to 
make (a garment) longer: [~ + down + obj): Can you 
let down this dress a few inches? [~ + obj + down]: He 
let the dress down a few inches. 8. let in, to admit: [~ + 
in + obj): This place lets in all kinds of people. [~ + obj 
+ in): Let me in. 9. let in on, [~ + obj + in + on + 
obj] to allow to share in: /H let you in on a secret. 10. 
let off, a. to release like an explosion: [~ + off + obj): 
to let off steam. [~ + obj + off): to let steam off. b. to 
excuse from work or responsibility: [~ + obj + off]: The 
boss let 1s off early. [~ + off + obj): The boss let off his 
workers early. c. to release with little or no punishment: 
[~+ obj + off}: The judge let him off with probation. [~ 
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+ off + obj): That judge lets off too many criminals. 11. 
let on, a. to reveal: [~ + on + (that) clause): He didn't 
let on that he knew about the party. [no obj): She knew 
where they were going, but she never tet on. [~ + on + 
about + obj): She never let on about it. b. [~ + on + 
(that) Clause] to pretend: He tried to let on that he didn't 
care. 12. let out, a. [~ + out + obj) to make known: 
express: He let out a doubt. b. to release from confine- 
ment, restraint, etc.: [~ + obj + out): to let air out of a 
fire. c. to alter (a garment) so as to make larger or 
looser: [~ + out + obj): to tet out a dress a few inches. 
[~ + obj + out): to let a dress out a few inches. d. (no 
obj) to be finished or dismissed: School lets out in May. 
13. let up, [no obj] a. to grow less powerful; lessen; 
abate; diminish: The hurricane let up gradually. b. to 
cease; stop: At last, the rain is letting up. 14. let up on, 
[~ + up on + obj] to become more lenient with; to treat 
less strictly: Let up on her; she’s just a child. —n. (count; 
usually singular) 15. Brit. a housing rental. ——Idiom. 
16. let be, [~ + obj + be] to refrain from interfering 
with or bothering: Those boys wouldn't let him be, with 
their constant teasing. 17. let go, a. [~ + obj + go] to 
allow to escape: She let the fish go because it was too 
smalt to keep. b. to stop holding on to: [~ + go + of + 
obj): let go of the rope and fell. [no obj): Hold on, don't 
let go. 18. let oneself in for, [~ + obj + in + for] to 
allow oneself to become involved in: He didn't know what 
he was letting himself in for when he started the new job. 
19. let (Someone) have it, [~ + obj + have it) Infor- 
mal. to attack; assault. 

let? (let) /let/ n. [count] (in tennis, badminton, etc.) any 
shot or action that must be replayed, esp. an otherwise 
valid serve that has hit the top of the net. 

-let, suffix. 1. -Iet is attached to a noun to form a noun 
that is a smaller version of the original noun or root: 
book + -let ~ booklet (= a smaller book); pig + -let ~ 
piglet (= a smaller pig). 2. -let is also attached to a noun 
to form a noun that is a band, ornament, or article of 
clothing worn on the part of the body mentioned: ankle 
+ -let ~ anklet (= piece of clothing like a sock worn on 
the ankle); wrist + -let ~ wristlet (= ornament like a 
bracelet worn on the wrist). 

let-down (let/doun’) /‘let,dawn/ n. [count] 1. a disap- 
pointment; a disillusionment: The news was a letdown. 
2. a decrease in force or energy; depression: / felt a terri- 
ble tetdown after the party. 

le-thal (lé/thal) /‘liy@al/ adj. of or causing death; deadly; 
fatal: a lethal weapon; a lethal injection. —le/thally, 
adv. 

le-thar-gic (lə thar/jik) /lə'ðardzık/ adj. 1. drowsy; slug- 
gish: Hes always lethargic after little sleep. 2. causing 
lethargy: a lethargic day. —le-thar’gi-cal-ly, adv. 

leth-aregy (leth/ər jé) /leQord3iy/ n. [noncount] the 
quality or state of being drowsy or dull; listlessness. 

let’s (lets) /lets/ contraction of /et us: Let's go home now. 

letter (let/ar) /‘letar/ n. 1. a written or printed message 
or communication addressed to a person or organization 
and usually sent by mail: [count]: Her letters went unan- 
swered. [noncount; by + ~): The news came by letter. 2. 
[count] a symbol or character that is used in writing and 
printing to represent a speech sound and is part of an al- 
phabet: The letter L is the twelfth letter in the English al- 
phabet. 3. (singular; often: the + ~] literal meaning, as 
distinct from implied meaning (opposed to spirit): the 
letter of the law. 4. letters, [used with a singular or plu- 
ral verb] literature or learning in general: a man of 
letters. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to mark or write with letters; in- 
scribe: The sign was beautifully lettered. —-Idiom. 6. to 
the letter, to the last particular; precisely: / followed 
your instructions to the letter. —let/ter-er, n. [count] 
See -LIiT-. 

let/ter car/rier, n. MAIL CARRIER. 

let-tered (let/ard) /‘letard/ adj. 1. educated or able to 
read; literate. 2. marked with or as if with letters. 

let-ter-ehead (let/ar hed’) /‘letor,jhed/ n. 1. [count] a 
printed heading on stationery giving the name and ad- 
dress of a person or organization. 2. [noncount) a sheet 
of paper with such a heading. 

let-ter-ing (let/ar ing) /‘letarin/ n. (noncount) 1. the act 
or process of writing or forming letters. 2. the letters 
written. 

let/ter-per’fect, adj. precise or exact in every detail. 

let/ter-qual/i-ty, adj. (of a computer printer) producing 
type that is equal in sharpness and thickness to that pro- 
duced by an electric typewriter. 

let-tuce (let/is) /‘letis/ n. 1. a plant having large green 
leaves used in salads: [noncount]: They grew lettuce in 
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their backyard. {count}: Some lettuces were ruined. 2. 
[noncount) the leaves of this plant. 

let-up (let/up’) /‘let,ap/ n. a stopping of activity, work, 
etc.: [noncount): rained without letup. (cornet): raining 
without a letup. 

leukemia (150 kē/mē ə) Auw'kiymiys/ n. [noncounnt 
an often fatal disease in which the blood-forming organs 
produce too many of a certain type of white blood cell. 

-lev-, root. -lev- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “lift; be light.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: ALLEVIATE, CANTILEVER, ELEVATE, ELEVATOR, LEVEE, 
LEVER, LEVERAGE, LEVITATE, LEVITY, LEVY, RELEVANT, RELIEVE. 

lev-ee (lev/é) /'leviy/ n. [count] pl. -ees. 1. a mound, 
bank, or other raised area designed to prevent the flood- 
ing of a river. 2. a landing place for ships. See -tev-. 

lev-el (lev/al) /‘leval/ adj., n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —adj. 1. having a flat or even sur- 
face: level land. 2. equal, as in height, condition, rank, 
state, or advancement: Their abilities were about level. 3. 
[before a noun) filled to a height even with the rim of a 
container: a /evel teaspoon of salt. 4. steady; not chang- 
ing: to speak in a level voice. 5. sensible; rational: to 
keep a level head in a crisis. 6. of or relating to a partic- 
ular rank or involving members of such a rank (usually 
used in combination): high-level discussions. —n. 7. a 
position with respect to a given or specified height: [non- 
count): a shelf built at eye level. [count]: The water rose 
to a level of 30 feet. 8. [count] a position in a graded 
scale of values, amount, or quantity: an average level of 
skill. 9. [count] rank or status: the top levels of govern- 
ment. 10. [count] a horizontal surface: the upper level of 
the bridge. 11. [count] a device used to determine if a 
surface is flat or even. —v. 12. [~ + obj] to make (a sur- 
face) level: They leveled the ground before planting corn. 
13. [~ + obj] to bring (something) to the level of the 
ground: to level trees. 14. [~ + obj) Informal. to knock 
down (a person): The champ leveled the challenger. 15. 
[~ + obj (+ alagainst + obj)) to aim or point (a 
weapon, criticism, etc.) at a mark or objective: Charges 
have been leveled against you. 16. level off, a. (of an 
aircraft, etc.) to (cause to) stay at a constant altitude or 
depth after a climb or descent: [no obj): The plane lev- 
eled off. [~ + obj + off}: The pilot leveled the plane off. 
[~ + off + obj): The captain leveled off the submarine. 
b. [no obj) to become stable; reach a constant amount 
or limit: Unemployment hasn't leveled off. c. to make 
even Or smooth: [~ + off + obj): leveled off the ground. 
[~ + obj + off}: Maybe we can level it off 17. level 
with, [~ + with + obj] to speak truthfully and openly 
with: Level with me; how much will it cost? —Idiom. 
18. one’s level best, one’s very best: did her level best 
to help. 19. on the level, honest; sincere; reliable: /s 
this offer on the level? —lev/el-er, n. [count] —lev/el- 
ly, adv. —lev’el-ness, n. [rioncount] 

lev-el-head-ed (lev’al hed/id) /‘leval'hedid/ adj. having 
common sense and sound judgment; sensible: a /evel- 
headed manager. —\lev’el-head/’ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

lev-er (lev/ar, lé/var) /‘levor, 'liyvər/ n. [count] 1. a han- 
dle used to operate something, as a piece of machinery. 
2. a stiff, rigid bar used to move or lift something heavy, 
by placing one end of it under the heavy object, resting 
the middle of it over some other object, and by pushing 
down on the other end. 3. a means of persuasion: used 
money as a political lever. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to move or 
lift with or as if with a lever. See -Lev-. 

lev-er-age (lev/ar ij, lev/rij; l€/var ij, -vrij) /‘levarid3, 'le- 
vrid3; ‘liyvorid3, -vrid3/ n., v., -aged, -ag'ing. —n. 
[noncounnt] 1. the action of a lever; the mechanical ad- 
vantage gained by using a lever. 2. power to act effec- 
tively or to influence people: has leverage with the police. 
—v. [~ + obj) 3. to speculate in (invested funds) by us- 
ing borrowed money to buy controlling interest in a com- 
pany. See -LEv-. 

le-viea-than (li via than) /lı'vayəðən/ n. [count] 1. a 
huge sea animal, as a whale. 2. something of immense 
size or power. 

Le-vi’s (l@/viz) /‘liyvayz/ Trademark. [plural; used with a 
plural verb) a brand of jeans, esp. blue jeans. 
lev-ietate (lev/i tat’) /‘levi,teyt/ v., -tat-ed, -tat-ing. to 
(cause to) rise or float in the air as if defying gravity: [no 
obj): The dancer seemed to levitate in the air. [~ + obj): 
The magician appeared to levitate several people. —lev- 
ista-tion (lev/i ta’shan) /,levi'teyfan/ n. Lnoncount) See 
-LEV-. 

levei-ty (levi tē) /‘levitiy/ m. [moncount] lack of proper 
seriousness; frivolousness: The situation is too serious 
for levity. See -LEv-. 
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levey (levé) /‘leviy/ n., pl. leveies, v., lev-ied, lev-y-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a collecting of a tax by authority or force; 
a demand of such tax. 2. the amount owed or collected. 
—v. [~ + obj (+ on + obj)] 3. to impose (a tax, fine, 
etc.): to levy a duty on imports. —lev/irer, n. (count) See 
-LEV-. 

lewd (lööd) /luwd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. sexually crude; lust- 
ful: lewd behavior. 2. obscene or indecent: lewd ges- 
tures. —lewd/ly, adv. —lewd/ness, n. (noncount] 

lexeiecal (lek/si kal) /‘leksikal/ adj. of or relating to the 
words or vocabulary of a language. See -LEG-. 

lex-iecog-ra-phy (lek/si kog/ra fē) /,leksi'kogrofiy/ n. 
[noncount] the writing or editing of dictionaries. —lex/i- 
cog’ra-pher, n. [count] —lex-i-co-graph-ic (lek/si ka- 
graffik) /,leksiko'graeftk/ lex/ieco-graph/i-cal, adj. See 
-GRAPH-, -LEG-. 

lex¢iecon (lek/si kon’, -kan) /‘leksi,kon, -kon/ n. [count], 
pl. -ca (-ka) /-kə/ -cons. 1. a list, wordbook, or dictionary 
of a language. 2. the vocabulary of a particular language, 
field, social class, person, etc. 

LF, an abbreviation of: low frequency. 

lg., an abbreviation of: 1. large. 2. long. 

lge., an abbreviation of: large. 

licasbil-iety (li/ə bili tē) /laya'bilitiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. lia- 
bilities, [plural] money owed; debts (opposed to assets): 
a company’s huge liabilities. 2. [count] something that is 
a disadvantage: His lack of education is a liability. 3. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being liable. 

lieaeble (liza bal) /‘layabal/ adj. [be + ~] 1. legally re- 
sponsible: You are liable for the damage. 2. exposed or 
subject to something generally negative: IF you jump, 
you're liable to hurt yourself. 3. [~ + to + verb] likely; 
apt: She's liable to get angry. 

licaieson (lē ā/zən, lē/ə zon’) /liy’eyzon, ‘liya,zon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the contact kept in place by communication 
between parts of a group, as between units of the armed 
forces, in order to maintain cooperation. 2. [count] a 
person who begins and maintains such a contact. 3. 
(count) a love affair. 

liar (lər) /‘layor/ n. [count] a person who tells lies. 

lib (lib) /lib/ n. [noncount] Informal. liberation: women's 
lib; men’s lib. See -LIBER-. 

litba-tion (li ba’shan) /lay'beyfan/ n. [count] 1. a pour- 
ing out of wine or other liquid in honor of a god. 2. the 
liquid poured out. 3. an intoxicating beverage. 

lib-ber (lib’ar) /‘hbar/ n. [count] Informal. a follower or 
member of a group seeking social equality: a women's 
libber. See -LIBER-. 

libel (li7bal) /‘laybol/ n., v., -beled, -bel-ing or (esp. Brit. 
) -belled, -bel-ling. —n. 1. [noncount] damage to the 
character or name of another by written or printed words, 
pictures, or the like, rather than by spoken words: sued 
for libel. 2. [count] something that deliberately or harm- 
fully misrepresents the character or name of another: 
That charge was simply a libel put out by my opponent. 
—v, [~ + obj] 3. to print or publish a libel against 
(someone). —li/bel-er, n. [count] —li/bel-ous, adj. See 
-LIBR-. 

-liber-, root. -liber- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “free.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
DELIVER, ILLIBERAL, LIBERAL, LIBERATE, LIBERTINE, LIBERTY, LIV- 
ERY. 

lib-ereal (lib%ar al, lib’ral) /'lıbərəl, 'lıbrəl/ adj. 1. favora- 
ble to progress, change, or reform, as in political or reli- 
gious affairs: establishing a liberal democracy in the for- 
mer totalitarian regime. 2. (often: Liberal] of or relating 
to a political party calling for measures favorable to prog- 
ress, change, or reform. 3. free from prejudice or big- 
otry; tolerant; open-minded: liberal views on child- 
raising. 4. generous: a liberal donation. 5. free; not lit- 
eral: a liberal interpretation of the rules. 6. of, relating 
to, or based on the liberal arts: a liberal education. —n. 
[count] 7. a person of liberal principles or views. 8. [of- 
ten: Liberal) a member of a liberal political party. —lib- 
ereal-iety (lib’a rali tē) /hbə'ræhtiy/ n. Cnoncount] 
—lib’er-al-ly, adv. See -LIBER-. 

libferal arts’, n. [plural] academic college courses 
providing education in the arts, humanities, natural sci- 
ences, and social sciences. 

libeereal-ism (lib’ar ə liz/am, lib/ra-) /‘libora,lizom, 
‘hbra-/ n. [noncount) 1. the quality or state of being libe- 
ral. 2. a political and social philosophy calling for individ- 
ual freedom, democratic government, progress and re- 
form, and protection of civil liberties. 3. [sometimes: 
Liberalism) the principles and practices of a liberal party 
in politics. See -LIBER-. 

libeer-al-ize (lib’ar ə liz’, lib’ra-) /‘libora,layz, 'bro-/ v., 


432 


-ized, -iz-ing. to (cause to) become liberal: [no obj]: AF- 
ter the death of the dictator the country began to liberal- 
ize. [~ + obj]: The new president liberalized many of the 
old policies. —lib-er-al-i-za-tion (lib’ar ə lə za’shen, 
lib/ra-) /,liborala'zeyfan, ,libra-/ n. (noncount) See -ti- 
BER-. 

libeer-ate (lib’a rat’) /‘Itbo,reyt/ v. [~ + obj), -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. to set free, as from imprisonment. 2. to free 
(a nation or area) from control by a foreign or oppressive 
government. 3. to free (a group or individual) from social 
or economic discrimination, esp. arising from traditional 
role expectations or bias. 4. /nformal. to steal or take 
over illegally: The prisoners liberated several shipments 
of chocolate. —lib-er-astion (lib’a ra’shan) /,libo'reyfon/ 
n. (nencount) —lib/er-a/tor, n. (count) See -LIBER-. 

Li-be-riean (li bēr/ē an) /lay'bioriyon/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to Liberia. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in 
Liberia. 

lib-er-tine (lib’ar tén’) /libor,tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who is morally or sexually uncontrolled. —adj. 2. li- 
centious; dissolute. See -LIBER-. 

libeerety (lib’ar tē) /‘libortiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. [noncount] 
freedom from government or control that is oppressive 
and that denies rights. 2. [noncount] freedom from ex- 
ternal or foreign rule; independence: The American colo- 
nies fought for liberty from Great Britain. 3. (noncount] 
power or right to act according to choice: You have some 
liberty to choose among the courses you take. 4. [non- 
count] freedom from being held captive, confined, or 
otherwise kept in slavery: gave an enslaved people their 
liberty. 5. [noncount] permission granted to a sailor to 
go ashore, usually for less than 24 hours. 6. [counf] an 
instance of being improper in action or speech: taking 
liberties as a guest. —Idiom. 7. at liberty, a. free 
from captivity or restraint. b. free to do or be as speci- 
fied: You are at liberty to leave. See -LIBER-. 

libidinous (li bid’n as) /hi'bidnas/ adj. full of lust or 
sexual desire; lustful; lascivious. 

libido (li bē/dō) /li'biydow/ n. (count), pi. -dos. sexual 
drive. —li-bid-ienal (li bid’n 1) /li'bidnl/ adj. 

-libr-, root. -libr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “book.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: LIBEL, LIBRARY, LIBRETTO. 

-libra-, root. -libra- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “balance; weigh.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DELIBERATE, EQUILIBRIUM. 

librareiean (li brar’é an) /lay'breariyon/ n. [count] a 
person specializing in library work. See illustration at 
SCHOOL. See -LIBR-. 

library (li/brer/é) /‘lay,breriy/ n. [count], pl. -brar-ies. 
1. a. a place, as a building or set of rooms, containing 
books, recordings, or other reading, viewing, or listening 
materials arranged and cataloged in a fixed way. See il- 
lustration at scHoot. b. such a place together with the 
staff maintaining it: a public library. 2. any collection of 
books or set of items resembling a library in appearance, 
organization, or purpose. See -LIBR-. 

litbret-to (li bret7S) /li'bretow/ n. [count], pl. -bret-tos, 
-bret-ti (-bret/7é) /-'bretiy/. 1. the text of an opera or 
similar work. 2. a book or booklet containing such a text. 
—li-bret/tist, n. [count] See -LIBR-. 

Lib-y-an (lib’é an) /lhbiyən/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Libya. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Libya. 

lice (lis) /lays/ n. [plural] a pl. of couse. 

license (lifsans) /‘laysons/ n., v., -censed, -cens-ing. 
—n. 1. [count] a certificate, tag, plate, etc., giving proof 
of permission from a government or other authority to 
do something: a driver's license. 2. [noncount) deliberate 
moving away from or exaggeration of a rule, principle, or 
standard, as for the sake of literary or artistic effect: po- 
etic license. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to issue or grant a license 
to: The city licenses those hot dog stands. —li/censed, 
adj. 

licensee or liecen-cee (li/san sé’) /laysan'siy/ n. 
[count] one to whom a license is granted or issued. 

liccen-tious (li sen’shas) /lay'senfos/ adj. sexually un- 
controlled; lascivious; lewd. —liecen/tious-ly, adv. —li- 
cen/tious-ness, n. [noncount) 

liechen (li7kan) /‘laykon/ n. [count] an organism made of 
a fungus and an alga, most commonly forming crusty 
patches on rocks and trees. 

liceit (lisfit) /‘lisit/ adj. legal; lawful. —lic/it-ly, adv. 

lick (lik) /lık/ v. 1. to pass the tongue over the surface of, 
as to moisten, taste, or eat: [~ + obj]: to lick a postage 
stamp. (no obj]: The cat was licking at its fur. 2. [~ + 
obj] to cause to become by stroking with the tongue: to 
lick a spoon clean. 3. (of waves, flames, etc.) to pass or 
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play lightly over: [~ + obj): The waves licked the shore. 
[no obj): The flames licked at the roof. 4. [~ + obj) In- 
formal. a. to hit or beat, esp. as a punishment; thrash. b. 
to defeat: We licked their tearn fair and square. 5. lick 
up, to lap up: [~ + up + obj): The cat licked up her 
milk. [~ + obj + up): She licked it up. —n. [count] 6. a 
stroke of the tongue over something: a quick lick of the 
tongue. 7. Informal. a. a blow: a few licks with a cane. b. 
a brief, brisk burst of activity or energy. c. a small 
amount: havent done a lick of work. 8. Usually, licks. 
[plural] a musical phrase, as by a jazz soloist in improvis- 
ing. —-Idiom. 9. last licks, a final turn or opportunity. 
10. lick and a promise, a quick and usually sloppy or 
not careful performance of a chore. 11. lick one’s lips, 
to move the tongue over one’s lips in greedy anticipation. 
12. lick one’s wounds, to attempt to heal or comfort 
oneself after injury or defeat. 

lick’e-ty-split’ (lik/i tē) /‘Iikitiy/ adv. Informal. at great 
speed; rapidly: to travel lickety-split. 

lic-orrice (lik’ar ish, lik’rish, lik’a ris) /likorif, ‘hkrif, 
‘likaris/ n. 1. [Count] a plant of the legume family. 2. 
[rroncount) the sweet-tasting, dried root of this plant, or 
an extract made from it, used in medicine, candy, cook- 
ing, etc. 3. a candy flavored with licorice root: [non- 
count]: eating licorice. [count]: A licorice cost only two 
cents back then. 

lid (lid) /Iid/ [count] 1. a removable or hinged cover for 
Closing the opening, usually at the top, of a pot, jar, 
trunk, etc.; a movable cover. 2. an eyelid. 3. a restraint, 
ceiling, or curb, as on prices or news: a lid on costs. 
—lid/ded, adj. 

lie’ (li) /lay/ n., v., lied, ly-ing. —r. [count] 1. a false 
Statement made knowingly and on purpose with the in- 
tention of deceiving; a falsehood. 2. something intended 
or serving to give a false impression. —v. 3. to speak 
falsely, knowing that what one says is not true, as with in- 
tent to deceive: [no obj): lied about his age. [~ + obj): 
lying his way out of difficulty. (used with quotations]: “Of 
course | love you,” he lied. 

lie? (li) /lay/ v., lay (la) /Icy/ lain (lan) /leyn/ ly-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [no obj) to be in a horizontal or flat position, as 
on a bed or the ground; recline (often fol. by down): I 
had to lie down after driving all day. 2. [no obj] (of ob- 
jects) to rest in a horizontal or flat position: The book lies 
on the table. 3. [no obj) to be or remain in the position, 
condition, or state (that is mentioned in the next phrase): 
The troops lay in ainbush. 4. (rno obj] to rest, press, or 
weigh: many worries lay on my mind. 5. (no obj] to be 
situated or extended: the land lying along the coast. 6. 
[no Obj; not: be + ~ing] to be in or have a specified di- 
rection; extend: The trail from here lies to the west. 7. 
[no obj; rot: be + ~-ing] to be found or located in a 
particular area or place; occur: The fault lies with us. 8. 
[no obj) to be buried in a particular spot: Here lies the 
late hero. 9. lie behind, [~ + behind + obj] to be the 
real reason for something: What lies behind her decision 
to quit? 10. lie in, [no obj] to be kept in bed, or to stay 
in bed, as in childbirth. 11. lie with, [not: be + ~ing; ~ 
+ with + obj) to be the duty or function of: The blame 
lies with the parents. —n. [count] 12. the manner, rela- 
tive position, or direction in which something lies, as the 
position of the ball in golf compared to how easy it is to 
play. —Idiom. 13. lie down on the job, /nforrnal. to 
do less than one could or should do. 14. take lying 
down, [fake + obj + lying down] to accept or give in to 
(something) without resistance: Are you going to take 
that insult lying down? — Usage. See tay. 

lie’ detec’tor, n. [count] an instrument that records 
the changes in certain activities of a person’s body that 
may indicate when a lie is being told. Also called poly- 
graph. 
lien (lén) /liyn/ n. [count] the legal right to hold another's 
property or to have it sold or applied for payment of a 
claim, esp. to satisfy a debt. 

lieu (100) /luw/ n. [noncount] 1. place: stead. —Idiom. 
2. in lieu of, instead of: gave us an IOU in lieu of cash. 
lieu-ten-ant (loo ten’ant) /luw'tenant/ n. [count] 1. a 
rank in the armed forces above a sergeant and below a 
captain. 2. a commissioned officer in the U.S. Navy or 
Coast Guard ranking above a lieutenant junior grade. 3. 
an aide; assistant: /f she cant attend, she will send her 
fieutenant. —lieueten/an-cy, n. [noncount] See -TEN-. 
life (lif) /layf/ n., pl. lives (livz), adj. —n. 1. (noncount) 
the general condition, quality, or force that separates or- 
ganisms from objects and from dead organisms, and 
that shows itself in the ability of organisms to grow, re- 
produce, and change in response to the environment: 
There are many forms of life on earth. 2. (count) the pe- 
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riod or amount of time of living existence of an individ- 
ual; lifetime: She led a long life. 3. [count] the period of 
existence, activity, or effectiveness of something not liv- 
ing or inanimate: The life of a new car is quite a few 
years. 4. [noncount] the course of existence or sum of 
experiences and actions that make up a person’s exist- 
ence: Life is full of ups and downs. 5. [count] a living be- 
ing: Several lives were lost in the fire. 6. [norncount) liv- 
ing things thought of as a group: insect life. 7. [count] a 
biography: a life of Willa Cather. 8. [noncount] liveliness; 
Spirit; activity: The party was full of life. 9. (count; usually 
singular] a person or thing that enlivens: the life of the 
party. 10. [noncount] a manner of existing characteristic 
of a particular group, time, place, etc.: He enjoyed the 
bustle of city life. 11. [noncount] a prison sentence of 
spending one’s life in prison. 12. [count usually singu- 
lar] anything or anyone considered to be as precious as 
life: She was his life. —adj. (before a noun) 13. for or 
lasting a lifetime; lifelong: life imprisonment, 14. of or 
relating to living, animate existence: life functions. 
——Idiom. 15. bring to life, a. [~ + obj + to life] to re- 
Store to consciousness; bring to. b. [~ + obj + to life] 
to make animated, lively, and interesting: He brought the 
party to life. c. to give or represent with characteristics 
that are like life: [~ + to life + obj): The movie brings to 
life a great historical event. [~ + obj + to life]: It brings 
it all to life. 16. come to life, a. to recover conscious- 
ness; come to. b. to become animated, lively, and inter- 
esting. c. to appear lifelike: The sculptor made the an- 
cient god come to life. 17. for dear life, with the most 
desperate effort possible: He hung on to the slippery 
rope for dear life. 18. for life, for as long as one lives: 
friends for life. 19. for the life of one, [with a negative 
word] even with the greatest effort: / can't solve that 
problem for the life of me. 20. not on your life, abso- 
lutely not: Want to go back to that mghtclub?— Not on 
your life, pal! 21. take one’s life in one’s hands, to risk 
death by knowingly doing something very dangerous. 
22. take (someone’s) life, to kill. 

life” belt’, x. [count] a beltlike life preserver. 

life-blood (lif/blud’) /‘layf,blad/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
blood, esp. when it is considered as essential to maintain 
life. 2. a crucial force or resource: Agriculture is the life- 
blood of that country. 

life-boat (lif/bot’) /‘layf,bowt/ sm. [count] a ship's boat 
designed to be used to rescue persons from a sinking 
vessel. 

lifeguard (lif’gärd/) /‘layf,gard/ n. [count] an expert 
swimmer employed to protect bathers from drowning. 

life” jacket, n. [count] a life preserver in the form of a 
sleeveless jacket. Also called life vest. 

life-less (lif/lis) /‘layflis/ adj. 1. without life; dead: a life- 
less body. 2. not animated, lively, or interesting: a life- 
less performance. 

life-like (lif/lik’) /‘layf,layk/ adj. resembling or simulat- 
ing real life. 

life-line (lif/lin’) /‘layf,layn/ n. [count] 1. a line or rope 
for saving life, as one attached to a lifeboat. 2. a route 
over which supplies must be sent to help an area or 
group of persons stay alive. 

life-long (lif/lông/, -long’) /‘layf,lon, -,lnn/ adj. [before a 
noun) lasting through much of one’s life: Hfelong regret. 

life” net’, n. [count] a strong net or the like held by 
firefighters or others to catch persons jumping from a 
burning building. 

life” preserv/er, n. [count] 1. a jacket, belt, or other 
device that keeps a person afloat in water. 2. Brit. Slang. 
a blackjack. 

lifser (li/far) /‘layfor/ n. [count] Informal. 1. a person 
sentenced to or serving a term of life imprisonment. 2. a 
person who has devoted a lifetime to a certain profes- 
sion, occupation, or interest. 

life’ raft’, n. [count] an often inflatable raft for use in 
emergencies, as when a ship must be abandoned. 

life-sav-er (lif’sa/var) /‘layfseyvor/ n. [count] 1. one 
who rescues another from danger of death, esp. from 
drowning. 2. one that provides timely aid in a difficult sit- 
uation. 

life’-size’ or life’-sized/’, adj. of the size of the origi- 
nal: life-size statues of warriors. 

life’ style’ or life/-style’, n. [court] the typical way of 
living, reflecting attitudes, preferences, opinions, etc., of 
an individual or group. 

life-time (lif/tim’) /‘layf,taym/ n. [count] 1. the amount 
of time that a person stays alive or that something con- 
tinues; the term of a life: hoped to see peace within our 
lifetiine. 2. a very long time: We waited a lifetime for the 
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doctor's report. —adj. (before a noun) 3. for the length 
of a person's life: a lifetime membership. —Idiom. 4. 
of a lifetime, [afer a noun) most memorable: the vaca- 
tion of a lifetime. 

life-work (liffwirk/’) /‘layf'wark/ n. (count; usually Singu- 
lar) the complete or principal work, labor, or task of a 
lifetime: Her lifework was fighting poverty. 

lift (ift) /lift/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to move or bring (some- 
thing) from a lower to a higher position; hoist: She tined 
the child onto the chair. 2. [no obj) to go up; rise: The 
fog lifted. 3. [~ + obj] to raise or direct upward: fed 
her eyes to the heavens. 4. [~ + obj] to stop or put an 
end to: #fed the blockade. 5. [~ + obj] to hold up or 
display on high: lifted his trophy to the crowd. 6. [~ + 
obj] to raise in rank, condition, status, fame, etc.: They 
tied themselves from poverty. 7. {~ + obj] Informal. to 
plagiarize: The author lifted the characters and plot from 
another writers novel. 8. [~ + obj] Informal. to steal: 
caught trying to lif someone's wallet. 9. (of a pain, bur- 
den, sadness) to (cause to) be removed: [~ + obj]: He 
took drugs to lift his depression. [no obj). His depression 
lifted quickly. —n. 10. (count) the act of lifting, raising, or 
rising. 11. [noncount) a lifting or raising force, as upward 
pressure on an airplane wing in flight. 12. [count] the 
weight, load, or quantity lifted: The weightlifter did a lift 
of 500 pounds. 13. (count) a ride in a vehicle, esp. one 
given to a pedestrian. 14. [count] a feeling of happiness, 
excitement, encouragement, or uplift: Praise from the 
boss gave the staff a much-needed lift. 15. [count] a de- 
vice for lifting: The mechanic moved the car onto a hy- 
dranlic tif. 16. [count] a. Ski LIFT. b. CHAIR LIFT. 17. 
[count] Brit. eLevator (def. 2). —Idiom. 18. lift a fin- 
ger or hand, [with a negative word or in a question) to 
exert any effort at all: They won't lift a finger to help you. 

lift-off or lift-off (lift7of’, -of”) /‘lift,of, -,of/ n. [count] 
1. the action of an aircraft in rising into the air, or of a 
rocket in rising from its launching site under its own 
power. 2. the instant when such action occurs. 

-lig-, root. -lig- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to tie; bind.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: LIGAMENT, LIGATURE, OBLIGATE, OBLIGE, RELIGION. 

lig-aement (liga mant) /'hgəmənt/ n. [count] a band of 
strong tissue that connects bones or holds organs in 
place. See -tic-. 

lig-a-ture (lig’a char, -chddr/) /‘ligotfor, -tfor/ n. 1. 
[nonconnt] the act of binding or tying up. 2. [count] any- 
thing that serves for binding or tying up, as a band, 
bandage, or cord. 3. [count] a stroke or bar connecting 
two letters; a character or type combining two or more 
letters, as fl and ffl. See -tic-. 

light! (lit) /layt/ n., adj., light-er, light-est, v., light-ed 
or lit (lit) /lit/ light-ing. —n. 1. [noncount]) the brightness 
that makes things visible, made up of a form of radiation 
to which the eyes react: The sun gives off light. 2. 
[count] something giving off such brightness, as the sun 
or a lamp. 3. (noncount) the brightness from the sun; 
daylight, daybreak, dawn, or daytime: at first light (= at 
dawn). 4. [count] a device for or means of starting a fire, 
as a spark, flame, or match. 5. [cost] a traffic light: 
went through a red light. 6. (count; usually singular] the 
way in which a thing appears or is looked at: He saw 
things in a new light. 7. [count] a gleam or sparkle: a 
fierce light in her eyes. 8. [noncount] insight; under- 
standing; awareness: These new facts throw some light 
on the mystery. 9. [count] a person who is an important 
figure: one of the leading tights of the Broadway stage. 
10. lights, [phiral the information, ideas, background, 
or mental ability one has: According to his lights, he 
acted correctly. —adj. 11. having light; bright; well- 
lighted: The room was light enough to read in. 12. pale; 
not deep in color: a ligt bhae. 13. (of coffee or tea) con- 
taining enough milk or cream to produce a light color. 
—v. 14. to (cause to) burn: [~ + obj): They lit the fire. 
[~ (+ up) + obj): She lit (up) a cigarette. [~ (+ up)): 
These wet logs won't light (up). She took tlie cigarette 
and lit up. 15. to (cause to) become bright when 
switched on: [110 obj): This table lamp wou't light. [~ + 
obj): to tight the lanip. 16. to (cause to) be brightened, 
esp. with joy, excitement, or the like: [~(+ up) + obj): A 
smite tit (up) lier face. (uo obj): Her face tit up with the 
good news. 17. to (cause to) become bright: [no obj; ( ~ 
+ up): The sky tights up at sunrise. [~ (+ up) + obj): 
to liglit up a room. [~ + up + obj): The car's headlights 
lit up the area ahead. ——Idiom. 18. bring to light, to 
discover or reveal: [~ + obj]: The investigation brouglit 
to light new facts about the case. [~ + obj + to tight): 
The investigation brought new facts to tight. 19. come 
to light, to be discovered or revealed: New facts came to 
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light. 20. in (the) light of, taking into account; because 
of: considering: /n the light of these new charges, per- 
haps we'd better re-open the investigation. 21. light at 
the end of the tunnel, a possibility of success, relief, or 
of being saved that is not yet present but that will come 
about: We sti! have problems, but at least we can see 
some light at the end of the tunnel. 22. see the light, 
to understand something at last. —light/ness, n. [non- 
count) 

light? (lit) /layt/ adj. and adv., -er, -est. —adj. 1. of little 
weight; not heavy: a light load. 2. of low specific gravity: 
a light metat. 3. of less than the usual or average weight: 
Wear light clothing in the summer to stay cool. 4. of 
small amount, force, intensity, pressure, etc.: a Hight rain. 
5. easy to endure, deal with, or perform: light duties. 6. 
not very serious; entertaining: Mystery Stories make light 
reading. 7. trivial: The loss of a job is no tight matter. 8. 
easily digested; not rich or heavy: a light meat. 9. (of al- 
coholic beverages) a. not heavy or strong: a light apéritif. 
b. (esp. of beer and wine) having fewer calories and usu- 
ally a lower alcohol content than the standard product. 
10. airy in movement; agile: fight on one’s feet. 11. 
cheerful; carefree: a fight heart. 12. dizzy or somewhat 
faint: / felt light in the head. 13. (of soldiers) lightly 
armed or equipped: light cavalry. 14. made to carry 
small loads swiftly: a fight truck. 15. using small-scale 
machinery for the production of consumer goods: light 
industry. —adv. 16. without much or extra baggage: He 
prefers to travel tight, with just a backpack. —light/ly, 
adv. —light/ness, n. 

light? (lit) /layt/ v. [no obj), light-ed or lit (lit) /lit/ light. 
ing. 1. [~ + on/upon) to come down to rest; fall or set- 
tle (upon): The bird lighted on the branch. 2. [~ + om 
upon] to come by chance; happen; hit: fo Hight on a Clue. 
3. light into, [~ + into + obj] to attack physically or 
verbally: He tit into the next speaker with criticism. 4. 
light out, [no obj] Informat. to depart quickly: He tit out 
for the coast. 

light-en’ (lit’n) /‘laytn/ v. to (cause to) become lighter or 
less dark; brighten: [no obj}: The sky tightened at dawn. 
[~ + obj]: The sun lightened her hair. 

light-en? (lit’n) /‘laytn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to make lighter 
in weight: They tightened the sinking tifeboat by throwing 
off extra weight. 2. to (cause to) become less of a bur- 
den: [~ + obj]: to lighten taxes. [no obj): Our responsi- 
bitities have begun to lighten somewhat. 3. to (cause to) 
become cheery or glad: [~ + obj]: Such news lightens 
my heart. [no obj): His heart lightened at the thought. 4. 
lighten up, to (cause to) become less serious or earnest: 
[no obj): needs to tighten up. [~ + obj + up): Only she 
can tighten him up. 

light-er (lifter) /‘laytor/ n. [count] a mechanical device 
used in lighting cigarettes, cigars, or pipes. 

light/-fin’gered, adj. skillful at stealing. 

light/-foot’ed, adj. stepping lightly or nimbly. 

light-head-ed (lit/hed/id) /‘layt'hedid/ adj. 1. giddy; 
dizzy. 2. frivolous; foolish. 

light-heart-ed (lit*har/tid) /‘layt'hartid/ adj. carefree; 
cheerful. —light/heart/ed-ly, adv. —light/heart/’ed- 
ness, n. noncount) 

light? heav’yweight, n. [count] a boxer weighing up 
to 175 Ib. (80 kg). 

light-house (lit?7hous’) /‘layt,haws/ n. [count] a tower or 
other building displaying a bright light or lights to guide 
ships. 

light-ing (lifting) /‘laytin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the act of ig- 
niting or brightening. 2. the arrangement of lights to 
achieve particular effects. 

light’-mind/ed, adj. frivolous; silly. 

light-ning (lit’ning) /‘laytnin/ n., v., -ninged, -ning, adj. 
=r. (noncount) 1. a brilliant flash in the sky, caused by 
an electric spark in the atmosphere, occurring within one 
thundercloud, between clouds, or between a cloud and 
the ground. —v. [it + ~; no obj) 2. to give off a flash or 
flashes of lightning: Go inside if it starts to lightning. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. of, relating to, or resembling 
lightning: moved witli lightiing speed. 

light/ning bug’, n. FIREFLY. 

light/ning rod’, n. (count) 1. a metal rod that conducts 
electricity, installed to attract lightning away from a struc- 
ture by providing a direct path to the ground. 2. a per- 
son or thing that attracts negative feelings, opinions, etc., 
thereby keeping them from other targets. 

light’ pen’, n. (count) a light-sensitive device used for 
pointing at characters or objects on a computer screen. 

light-weight (lit/wat’) /‘layt,weyt/ adj. 1. light in 
weight: a lightweight topcoat. 2. of little importance or 
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consequence: a lightweight novelist. 3. of or relating to a 
lightweight boxer: the new lightweight contender. —n. 
[count] 4. a person of less than average weight. 5. Infor- 
mal. a person who is of little importance or conse- 
quence. 6. a boxer weighing up to 135 Ib. (61 kg). 

light/-year’, n. [count] 1. the distance that light can 
travel in one year, about 5.88 trillion mi. (9.46 trillion 
km); it is used as a unit in measuring distances among 
Stars. 2. light-years, [plural] a. a very great measure of 
comparison: Todays computers are light-years ahead of 
older ones in power and memory. b. a very long time: 
Vacation already seemed light-years away. 

lik-a-ble or like-a-ble (li7ka bal) /‘laykabal/ adj. readily 
or easily liked; pleasing: a likeable fellow. —lik/a-ble- 
ness, lik-a-bil-i-ty (li/kə bii tē) /lika'bilitiy/ n. non- 
court) 

like’ (lik) /layk/ adj., (Poetic) lik-er, lik-est, prep., adv., 
conj., n, interj. —adj. (before a noun) 1. of the same 
form, appearance, kind, character, amount, etc.: / cannot 
remember a like instance. 2. corresponding to or agree- 
ing with in general or in some respect; similar: drawing, 
painting, and like arts. —prep. 3. in a manner character- 
istic of: She works like a beaver. 4. resembling; similar 
to: Your necklace is like mine. 5. characteristic of: It 
would be like hint to forget our appointment. 6. as if 
there is promise of; indicative of: /t looks like rain. 7. (1u- 
Sually: feel + ~ + verb-ing] willing to; disposed or in- 
clined to: / don't feel like going to bed. 8. This word is 
used with certain words or expressions to indicate a com- 
parison, and sometimes to indicate feeling or attitude 
about the comparison: Like father, like son (= The way a 
father behaves is the way a son will behave). He ran like 
hell (= He ran very fast). 9. such as; for example: / wart 
fo do someting really different, like skydiving. —adv. 
10. nearly; approximately: The house is more like 40 
years old. 11. Informal. likely or probably: Like enough 
he'll come with us. —conj. 12. in the same way as; just 
as; aS: It happened like you said it would. 13. as if: He 
acted like he was afraid. —n. 14. [an adjective showing 
possession + ~] a similar or comparable person or 
thing, Or persons or things; match or equal: No one has 
seen her like in a long time. 15. [an adjective showing 
possession + ~] kind; sort; type: He despised bigots and 
their like. 16. the like, something of a similar nature: 
They grow oranges, lemons, and the like. —interj. 17. 
Informal. This word is used to focus attention on a word 
asking a question, or before an answer to a question, or 
with some other information in a sentence: Like, why 
didn't you write to me? —Idiom. 18. like anything, 
blazes, crazy, hell, or mad, /nformal. to the greatest ex- 
tent or degree possible: / ran like crazy. 19. like to or 
liked to, Nonstandard. This phrase is used to mean “was 
on the verge of or came close to (doing something)”: The 
poor kid like to froze. 20. something like, approxi- 
mately the same as. 21. the like or likes of, the equal 
of: | have never seen the like(s) of her since. 

like? (lik) /layk/ v., liked, likeing, n. —v. [not: be + 
~ing] 1. to take pleasure in; find agreeable to one’s 
taste; enjoy: [~ + obj]: to like opera. [~ + verb-ing]: 
She likes playing baseball. {~ + to + verb]: She likes to 
play baseball. 2. [~ + obj] to regard with favor: / like 
you as a friend. 3. (often: would + ~) to wish or want; 
prefer: [~ + obj): I'd like a piece of cake. [~ + to + 
verb): I'd really like to go home now. [no obj): Stay if you 
like. —n. [count] 4. Usually, likes. [plural] the things a 
person likes: Find out about his likes and dislikes. 
—lik/’er, n. [count] —-Usage. See DISLIKE, ENJOY. 

-like, suffix. -like is attached to nouns to form adjectives 
with the meaning “of or resembling (the noun base)”: 
child + -like ~ childlike; life + -like 7 lifelike. 

like-lithood (lik/lē hddd’) /‘laykliy,jhud/ also like/li« 
ness, n. the state of being likely or probable; probabil- 
ity: [noncount): the likelihood of rain. [count]: a likeli- 
hood of rain. 

likesly (lik7lé) /‘laykliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. —adj. 1. 
probable; fairly sure; expected: [be + ~ + to + verb]: 
An earthquake is not likely to lappen here. (It + be + ~ 
+ (that) Clause): It's likely that she will win. 2. [before a 
noun) believable: It was a likely enouglt excuse. 3. [be- 
fore a noun) Suitable; promising: We found a likely place 
to pitch the tent. —adv. 4. probably: We will most likely 
Stay home. 

like’-mind/ed, adj. having the same or a similar opin- 
ion, way of thinking or acting, etc. 

liken (li7kan) /‘laykon/ v. [~ + obj + to + obj) to 
compare and claim (someone or something) to be simi- 
lar or like (another): The cartoon likened the senator to a 
money-grubbing weasel. 
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like-ness (lik/nis) /‘layknis/ n. 1. [count] a portrait; 
copy: fle drew a beautiful likeness of her. 2. [noncourt) 
the state or fact of being like or similar. 

like-wise (lik’wiz’) /‘layk,wayz/ adv. 1. moreover; in ad- 
dition; also; too: She is likewise a fine lawyer. 2. in like 
manner; in the same way; similarly: /m tempted to do 
likewise. 

liking (li7king) /‘laykin/ r. [count; usually singular) pref- 
erence; taste: We found the beach there mucli to our lik- 
iug. 

lislac (li/lək, -läk, -lak) /‘laylok, -lak, -læk/ n. 1. a shrub 
of the olive family, having large clusters of fragrant pur- 
ple or white flowers: [moncount]: the smell of lilac. 
[count]: pruning the lilacs. 2. [noncount) pale reddish 
purple. —adj. 3. having the color lilac. 

Lil-liepu-tian (li/i pydo’%shan) /\lilitpyuwfon/ adj. 1. ex- 
tremely small; tiny. 2. petty; unimportant; trivial. 

lilt (lilt) /lilt/ n. [count] rhythmic rising or falling in the 
voice; cadence. —lilt/ing, adj. 

liley (lil7é) /'liliy/ n, ph likies, adj. —n. [count] 1. a 
scaly-bulbed plant having showy, funnel-shaped or bell- 
shaped flowers. 2. the flower or the bulb of such a plant. 
3. a related or similar plant or flower. —adj. 4. white as a 
lily: Her lily hands. 

lil-y-liveered (li/ē liv’ard) /‘liliy,lrvord/ adj. cowardly. 

liy of the val/ley, n. [count], pl. lilies of the valley. 
a plant of the lily family, having a long cluster of small, 
drooping, bell-shaped, fragrant white flowers. 

liy pad’, n. [count] the large, floating leaf of a water 
lily. 

-lim-, root. -lim- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “line; boundary; edge; threshold.” This meaning 
is found in such words as: ELIMINATE, LIMBO, LIMIT, PRELIMI- 
NARY, SUBLIME, SUBLIMINAL, UNLIMITED. See -LIN-. 

li/ma bean’ (limə) /'laymə/ n. [count] 1. a bean having 
a broad, flat seed that can be eaten. 2. the seed. 

limb (lim) /lim/ n. [count] 1. one of the paired bodily 
parts of animals, used esp. for moving or grasping; a leg, 
arm, or wing. 2. a large or main branch of a tree. 
—Idiom. 3. out on a limb, in a risky or dangerous situ- 
ation. 4. risk life and limb, to take a dangerous risk or 
chance that could result in physical injury or harm. 
—limb/less, adj. 

lim-ber (lim/bar) /‘limbar/ adj. 1. able to bend the body 
easily; supple: a limber athlete. 2. able to bend easily; 
flexible; pliant: /imber joints. —v. 3. to make (cause to) 
become limber: [~ + up]: to limber up before a game. 
[~ + up + obj): She limbered up her arm before throw- 
ing the ball. {~ + obj + up): She limbered her arm up. 
—lim/ber-ness, n. [noncourit] 

lim-bo! (lim/bō) /‘limbow/ n. [noncount], pl. -bos. 1. 
[proper nour, often: Limbo) a region on the border of 
hell or heaven in Roman Catholic teaching, serving as the 
place after death of unbaptized infants and of righteous 
people who died before the coming of Christ. 2. a place 
or state that is intermediate, transitional, or uncertain: 
Negotiations were in limbo again, neither side wishing to 
compromise. See -LIM-. 

lim-bo? (lim/bd) /‘limbow/ n. [count], pl. -bos. a dance 
from the West Indies in which the dancer bends back- 
ward from the knees and moves with a shuffling step un- 
der a horizontal bar that is lowered after each pass. 

lime! (lim) /laym/ n. [noncount) a white or grayish white, 
odorless, lumpy solid used chiefly in mortar, plaster, and 
cement, in bleaching powder, and in various compounds 
for improving crops. —lim/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

lime? (lim) /laym/ n. 1. the small, greenish yellow, acid 
fruit of a citrus tree related to the lemon: [count]: two li- 
mes. [noncount): a taste of lime. 2. [count] the tree that 
bears this fruit. 3. [rortcourtt] a greenish yellow. —adj. 4. 
of the color lime. 5. made with limes. 

lime-ade (lim/ad/’, linxād/) /laym'eyd, ‘laym,eyd/ n. a 
beverage of lime juice, sugar, and water: [noncourt): a 
drink of linteade. [count]: We'll have two limeades. 

lime-light (lim/lit”) /'laym,layt/ n. (noncount; the + ~) a 
position at the center of public attention: always trying to 
Steal the limelight. 

lim-ereick (lim/ar ik) /‘limortk/ n. [count] a kind of hu- 
morous poem in which lines one, two, and five rhyme, 
and lines three and four rhyme. 

limestone (lim/st6n/) llaym,stown/ n. [noncount] a 
rock made up mostly of calcium carbonate, some of 
which is formed from the skeletons of tiny sea organisms 
and coral. 

limeit (lim/it) /‘Inmit/ n. (court) 1. the furthest boundary, 
point, or edge of the extent or amount of something: lad 
reached the lintit of their endurance. 2. the limit, [sin- 
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gular) Informal. something very annoying or amazing: 
Their weird stunts are the limit! —v. {~ + obj] 3. to re- 
strict by or as if by limits: to limit spending. —lim/it-er, 
n. [count] —lim/it-less, adj. See -LiM-. 

lim-i-ta-tion (lim/i ta’shan) /,limi'tcysan/ n. 1. [count] a 
lack of capacity or ability; shortcoming: He's aware of his 
own limitations. 2. [noncount] the act of limiting; the 
state of being limited. 3. [count] a period of time, de- 
fined by law, during which legal action may be taken: 
statute of limitations. See -LIM-. 

limeiteed (lim/i tid) /‘Ihmitid/ adj. 1. confined within 
limits; restricted: a train making limited stops. 2. (of 
trains, buses, etc.) making only a limited number of 
stops: a limited express. 3. restricted in the power to 
govern by limitations written in a country’s laws and in a 
constitution: a limited monarchy. See -LIM-. 

limeo (lim/’5) /‘limow/ n. [count], pl. -os. Informal. a lim- 
ousine. 

lim-ouesine§ (lim’a zēn/^, lim/ə zēn/) /'hmə,ziyn, 
dliımə'ziyn/ n. (count) 1. a large, luxurious automobile, 
esp. one driven by a chauffeur. 2. a large sedan or small 
bus for transporting passengers to and from an airport, 
train station, etc. 

limp! (limp) /lımp/ v. (no obj} 1. to walk with difficult 
movement, with one leg or foot dragging behind: The in- 
jured player lirriped off the field. 2. to progress with great 
difficulty, hesitation, or slowness: The economy limps 
along. —n. [count] 3. a lame movement or way of walk- 
ing. 

limp? (limp) /limp/ adj., -er, -est. 1. lacking stiffness, as 
of substance or structure; too soft: a linip rag. 2. tired; 
fatigued: + was limp with exhaustion. 3. without firmness, 
force, energy, etc.: limp writing. —limp/ly, adv. —limp/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

lim-pet (lim/pit) /‘ampit/ n. [count] a sea animal with a 
low cone-shaped shell that usually attaches itself to 
rocks. 

lim-pid (lim/pid) /‘limpid/ adj. 1. clear or transparent, as 
water, crystal, or air. 2. lucid; clear; easily understood: 
limpid prose. 3. completely calm: a limpid gaze. —lim- 
pid-i-ty (lim pid/i tē) /lim'piditiy/ lim/pid-ness, n. Inon- 
count] —lim/pid-ly, adv. 

-lin-, root. -lin- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “string; line.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CRINOLINE, DELINEATE, LINE, LINEAGE, LINEAL, LINEA- 
MENT, LINEAR, LINEN, LINGERIE. The meaning is also found in 
many compound words with /ine as the last part, such as 
BASELINE, GUIDELINE, HAIRLINE, PIPELINE, SIDELINE, UNDERLINE. 
See -LIM-. 

lin., an abbreviation of: linear. 

linch-pin (linch’pin’) /‘lintf,pin/ n. [count] 1. a pin in- 
serted through the end of part of an axle to keep a wheel 
on. 2. something that holds the various parts or 
elements of a complicated structure together: The linch- 
pin of the campaign was the heavy use of advertising. 

lineden (lin’don) /‘lindan/ n. 1. [count] a tree of North 
America or Europe, having sweet-smelling yellowish 
white flowers and heart-shaped leaves. 2. {noncount) the 
wood of any of the lindens. 

line! (lin) /layn/ n., v., lined, lining. —n. [count] 1. a 
long mark of very slight thickness or breadth: notebook 
paper with blue lines. 2. something arranged along a 
line, esp. a straight line; a row: hid behind a line of trees. 
3. a number of persons standing one behind the other: a 
long line for tickets to the play. See IN LINE, ON LINE below. 
4. a mark or wrinkle on the face, neck, etc. 5. an indica- 
tion of a boundary; limit: the international date line. 6. a 
row of written or printed letters, words, etc. 7. a unit in 
the structure of a poem: a line of poetry. 8. Usually, 
lines. [plural] the words of an actor's part in a drama, 
musical comedy, etc. 9. a short written message: Drop 
me a line wlien you're ou vacation. 10. a system of 
transportation: a steamship line; a subway line. 11. a 
course of direction; route: the line of flight. 12. a course 
of action, procedure, thought, policy, etc.: That newspa- 
per follows a couservative line. 13. a piece of useful in- 
formation: I’ve got a line on a good used car. 14. a se- 
ries Of generations descended from a common ancestor: 
a line of kings. 15. (usually singular) a person's occupa- 
tion: What line are you in? 16. Hiforinal. conversation or 
a story intended to impress or influence: He Harided us a 
line about his ricli relatives. 17. outline or contour: That 
ship has fine lines. 18. lines, [pluraf a plan of con- 
struction, action, or procedure: Tlie two books were writ- 
ten along the same lines. 19. a circuit or connection, as 
a telephone connection: Please hold the line. 20. a stock 
of goods of the same general class but having a range of 
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styles, sizes, prices, or quality: introduced a new line of 
beauty products. 21. a. a series of fortifications: the 
Maginot line. b. Often, lines. a distribution of troops, 
ships, etc., arranged for defense or drawn up for battle: 
behind enemy lines. 22. a thread, string, cord, rope, ca- 
ble, etc., aS a Clothesline, or a cord with a hook for fish- 
ing. 23. a pipe or hose: A steam line had ruptured in the 
submarine's engine room. 24. either of the two front 
rows of football players who are lined up opposite each 
other at the start of a play. —v. 25. Baseball. to hit a line 
drive: [~ + obj]: He lined the ball into left field. [no obj): 
He lined to left his next time at bat. 26. (~ + obj] to 
mark with a line or lines. 27. [~ + obj] to form a line 
along: Rocks lined the drive. 28. {~ + obj} to apply liner 
to (the eyes). 29. line up, a. to obtain for use; secure; 
make available: [~ + up + obj}: What entertainment did 
you line up? {~ + obj + up): He lined them up six 
months ago. b. to (cause to) take a position in a line:[mo 
obj): We lined up at the ticket office. [~ + up + obj}: 
The sergeant lined up his troops. [~ + obj + up): The 
sergeant lined his troops up. —Idiom. 30. down the 
line, a. in every way; thoroughly; completely: They prom- 
ised to back me down tlie line. b. in the future: Wel use 
your plan down the line when things improve financially. 
31. draw the line, to impose or establish a restriction or 
limit: They draw the line at drinking before noon. 32. 
hold the line, to maintain the current situation: to hold 
the line on price increases. 33. in line, a. in the proper 
direction or alignment; straight: The four wheels are in 
line. b. in agreement with or in proportion to (some 
standard): brought our inflation rate in line with the rest 
of Europe. c. under control: kept his squirming children 
in line during the long opera. d. arranged one behind 
the other; in a row: We have been waiting in line since six 
in the morning. 34. in line for, in a position to become: 
She was in line for president. 35. into line, a. into a 
straight row: Get your soldiers into line. b. into agree- 
ment with or in proportion to (some standard): to bring 
manufacturing prices into line. 36. lay it on the line, /- 
formal. to say, tell, or give information directly and hon- 
estly. 37. off line, a. occurring or functioning away from 
the central work location, as an assembly line. b. not in 
operation; not functioning. c. not actively linked to a 
computer or central computer. 38. on line, a. on or part 
of an assembly line. b. in or into operation. c. actively 
linked to a computer. 39. on the line, in a dangerous or 
risky position: He had put his reputation on the tine. 40. 
out of line, a. not in a Straight line: The tires had worn 
and were now out of line. b. disrespectful; behaving 
badly: You're way out of line, criticizing his wife like that. 
41. read between the lines, to understand, uncover, or 
discover a meaning hinted at but not said directly. See 
-LIN-. 
line? (lin) /layn/ v. [~ + obj], lined, lin-ing. 1. to cover 
the inner side or surface of: to line a coat with blue silk. 
2. to cover: Bookcases lined the wall. See -tin-. 
linee-age (lin’é ij) /liniyid3/ n. the line of descendants 
of a particular ancestor; family; race: [noncount): a family 
of ancient lineage. (count): noble lineages. See -.in-. 
linsesal (lin’é al) /‘liniyal/ adj. [before a noun) 1. being 
in the direct line: a lineal descendant. 2. UNEAR. See 
-LIN-. 
lincesaement (lin’é ə mont) /'Iiniyamant/ u. [count] 
Usually, lineaments. [plural features that distinguish 
one from another, esp. of the face or body. See -.In-. 
lineeesar (lin’é ar) /‘liniyor/ adj. 1. of, made up of, re- 
sembling, or using lines: linear design. 2. extended or 
arranged in a line: a linear series. 3. involving length 
only: linear measurements. —lin/e-ar-ly, adv. See -tIN-. 
line-back-eer (lin’bak/or) /‘layn,bekar/ n. 1. [count] a 
football player on defense who takes a position close be- 
hind the linemen. 2. [voncount] the position played by 
this player. 
line’ drive’, n. (count) a batted baseball that travels 
low and straight. Also called liner. 
lineman (lin’‘man) /‘laynmoan/ n. [count], pl. -men. 1. a 
person who installs or repairs telephone, telegraph, or 
other wires. 2. one of the players in the line of a football 
team, as a center, guard, tackle, or end. 
lineen (lin’an) /linon/ u. 1. (voncount] fabric woven from 
flax yarns. 2. Often, linens. bedding, tablecloths, shirts, 
etc., made of linen cloth or a similar fabric, as cotton: 
(plural): a sale ou linens. [noncount): a sale on bed 
linen. See illustration at store. —adj. 3. made of linen: a 
linen jacket. —Idiom. 4. wash or air one’s dirty linen 
in public, to reveal one’s embarrassing secrets to outsid- 
ers. See -LIN-. 
linser? (li*nar) /‘laynor/ n. [count] 1. a ship or airplane 
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operated by a transportation company. 2. EYELINER. 3. 
LINE DRIVE. 

lineer? (li/nar) /‘laynar/ n. [count] 1. something serving 
as a lining. 2. a person who fits or provides linings. 

lineseman (linz/mən) /‘laynzmon/ n. [count], pi. -men. 
an Official in tennis, soccer, football, or ice hockey who 
keeps track of boundaries, distances, or the like. 

line-up (lin’up’) /‘layn,ap/ n. (count) 1. an orderly ar- 
rangement of persons or things in, or as if in, a line: the 
fall lineup of TV programs. 2. a group of persons lined 
up by the police to allow identification by a witness to or 
a victim of a crime. 3. a list of the players in a game, as 
of baseball, together with their positions. 

-ling, suffix. 1. -ling is used to form a noun that indi- 
cates a feeling of distaste or disgust for the person or 
thing named: hire + -ling ~ hireling (= sorneone hired 
to do menial or distasteful tasks); under + -ling ~ un- 
derling. 2. -ling is also used to form a noun that is a 
smaller version or example of the base word: prince + 
-ling 7 princeling; duck + -ling ~ duckling. 

-ling-, root. -ling- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “tongue.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: BILINGUAL, LANGUAGE, LINGO, LINGUINE, LINGUISTIC/S, MON- 
OLINGUAL. 

lin-ger (ling’gar) /‘lingar/ v. [no obj) 1. to remain in a 
place longer than is usual or expected: They lingered 
over their coffee for a few minutes. 2. to continue to ex- 
ist but with lessened strength: Old hatreds lingered after 
the war. —lin’ger-er, n. [count] —lin’ger-ing-ly, adv. 

linege-rie (lan/zha ra’, lan/zhə ré/) /lan3ə'rey, ‘lan- 
30,riy/ n. [Noncount] underwear, sleepwear, and other 
items of clothing worn close to the body by women. See 
-LIN-. 

linego (ling’gd) /'lıiņgow/ n. [count], pl. -goes. 1. the 
language or vocabulary, esp. the jargon or slang, of a 
particular field, group, or individual: “Pre-owned” ts car- 
salesman lingo for “used.” 2. language or speech, esp. if 
strange or foreign: Can you speak the local lingo? See 
~LING-. 

lin’gua fran’ca (ling’qwa frang’ke) /‘lin'gwa frænkə/ 
n. (count), pl. lingua fran-cas, lineguae fran-cae (ling’- 
gwe fran/se, frang’ke) /‘lin'gwiy fraensiy, 'frankiy/. any 
language that is widely used as a means of communica- 
tion among speakers of other languages. 

linegual (ling’gwal) /‘lingwal/ adj. of or relating to the 
tongue or some tonquelike part. See -LING-. 

linsguiene or lineguieni (ling gwé/né) /lin'gwiyniy/ n. 
(noncount; used with a singular verb] a type of pasta in 
long, slender, flat strips: The linguine is very good there. 
See -LING-. 

lin-guist (ling’qwist) /‘lingwist/ n. [count] 1. a specialist 
in linguistics. 2. a person who is skilled in several lan- 
guages; polyglot. See -LING-. 

lin-guis-tics (ling gwis/tiks) /lin'gwistiks/ n. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] the study of lanquage: Lin- 
guistics includes the areas of phonetics, morphology, 
syntax, and semantics. —lineguis/tic, adj. See -LING-. 

lineiement (lin’a meant) /‘linamant/ n. a liquid prepara- 
tion for rubbing on the skin, esp. to relieve soreness: 
(count): various liniments. (noncount): smelled of lini- 
ment. 

linsing (lining) /‘laynin/ n. [count] something used to 
line another thing; a layer of material on the inner side 
or surface of something. 

link (lingk) /link/ n. [count] 1. one of the rings or sepa- 
rate pieces that form a chain. 2. anything that connects 
one part or thing with another; a bond or tie: The locket 
was a link with her past. 3. any of a number of con- 
nected sausages. 4. CUFF LINK. —v. 5. to join by or as if 
by a link or links; unite: [~ + obj + to + obj): The new 
bridge will link the island to the mainland. [~(+ up) + 
obj + and/with + obj): The new bridge will link (up) the 
island and the mainland. [~ (+ up)]: The company will 
soon link up with a hotel chain. 

linksage (ling’kij) /'lıņkıd3/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
linking, or the state or manner of being linked. 2. 
[count] a system of links: a linkage between canse and 
effect. 

link/ing verb’, n. copuLa. 

links (lingks) /links/ n., (count) pi. links. a golf course. 

link-up (lingk’up’) /‘link,ap/ n. [count] 1. a linkage es- 
tablished, as between military units or two spacecraft. 2. 
a connection or hookup. 

linoleum (li n^ əm) /lt'nowliyam/ n. [noncount] a 
hard, washable floor covering. 
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lin’seed oil’, n. (noncount) an oil made by pressing 
seeds from flax, used in making paints, printing inks, li- 
noleum, etc. 

lint (lint) /lint/ n. [noncount] tiny shreds of yarn; bits of 
thread. —lint/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

lin-tel (lin/tl) /‘Iint!/ n. [count] a piece of wood or stone 
supporting the weight above an opening, as a door. 

lion (lən) /layan/ n. [count] 1. a large, usually yellow- 
ish-brown member of the cat family, of Africa and S Asia, 
having a tufted tail and, in the male, a large mane. 2. a 
person of great strength or courage. 3. a famous or in- 
fluential celebrity: a literary lion. 

licon-ess (lə nis) /‘layanis/ n. [count] a female lion. 

licon-heart-ed (lian har/tid) /‘layon,hartid/ adj. excep- 
tionally brave. 

licon-ize (lə niz’) /‘laya,nayz/ v. (~ + obj], -ized, -iz: 
ing. to treat (a person) as a Celebrity: was lionized by the 
press. —li-oneiezastion (lia na za’shan) /,layana'zeyfon/ 
n. Inoncount] 

lifon’s share’, n. (count; usually singular) the largest 
part or share, esp. an unfairly large portion. 

lip (lip) /lip/ n. 1. [count] either of the two fleshy parts or 
folds forming the outside edges of the mouth. 2. [count] 
Usually, lips. [p/ural] these parts as organs of speech: 
The news was on everyone’s lips. 3. (count) any edge or 
rim: the lip of the canyon wall. 4. (count) any part or 
structure of the body that resembles a lip. 5. [noncount] 
Slang. impudent talk: Don't give me any lip. —adj. (be- 
fore a noun) 6. of or for the lips: lip salve. —Idiom. 7. 
keep a stiff upper lip, [no obj] to maintain a deter- 
mined attitude when facing difficulty. 8. smack one’s 
lips, to indicate one’s keen enjoyment, or that one is 
looking forward to something: He smacked his lips at the 
thought of salmon steaks. —lipped, adj.: thin-lipped. 
—lip’py, adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. 

lip-o-suc-tion (lip’a suk/shen, li/pə-) /‘lipa,sakfon, 
‘laypa-/ n. [Noncount] the surgical removal of excess fat 
from areas under the skin by means of vacuum suction- 
ing. 

lipsread-ing (lip’ré/ding) /‘lip,riydin/ n. [noncount] a 
method of understanding spoken words by interpreting 
the movements of a speaker's lips without hearing the 
sounds made. —lip’read/, v., -read (-red/) /-,red/ -read- 
ing: [no obj): learning to lipread. (~ + obj]: She could 
lipread his words. —lip/read/er, n. [count] 

lip’ serv/ice, n. [noncount] insincere claims of friend- 
ship, admiration, support, etc. 

lip-stick (lip/stik’) /‘lip,stik/ n. 1. (moncount] a waxy, 
crayonlike cosmetic for coloring the lips. 2. [count] a 
tube containing this cosmetic. 

lip-sync or lip-synch (lip’singk’) /‘lip,stnk/ v., -synced, 
-sync-ing or -synched, -synch-ing. to synchronize or 
match lip movements and recorded sound: [no obj]: 
There was a contest to see who could lip-sync the best. 
(~ + obj): He lip-synced all his favorite pop songs. 

liq., an abbreviation of: 1. liquid. 2. liquor. 

liqe-ue-fy (lik’wa fi^) /‘likwa,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. to 
(cause to) become liquid: [no obj]: The mixture liquefied. 
[~ + obj): The blender will liquefy the mix. —liq-ue-fac- 
tion (lik’wa fak’shan) /,Itkkwa'feekfan/ n. [noncount) 

liqueur (li kur’, -kyòór/) /lt'kər, -'kyor/ n. a strong, 
sweet, flavored alcoholic liquor: [noncount]: served li- 
queur after dinner. (count): an after-dinner liqueur. 

liqeuid (lik’wid) /'lıkwıd/ adj. 1. made up of molecules 
that move freely among themselves but do not tend to 
separate like those of gases; neither gaseous nor solid: 
liquid nitrogen. 2. of, relating to, or made up of liquids: 
a liquid diet. 3. clear and bright: soft, liquid eyes. 4. 
smooth; flowing freely: liquid dance steps; liquid song. 5. 
in cash or easily changed into cash: liquid assets. —n. 6. 
a liquid substance: [noncount]: needs more liquid. 
[count]: Drink plenty of liquids. —\iequideiety (li kwid/i tē) 
Ai'kwiditiy/ n. (noncount): the liquidity of his stocks and 
bonds. 

liquidate (lik’wi dat’) /‘likwi,deyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to settle or pay (a debt): to liguridate 
a Claim. 2. to convert (property or other assets) into 
cash: to liquidate an estate. 3. to get rid of, esp. by kill- 
ing: The regime liquidated enemies. 4. to break up or do 
away with: to liquidate a partnership. —liq-uieda-tion 
(lik’/wi da/shon) /,likwi'deyfan/ n. [noncount] —liq/uie 
da/tor, n. [count] 

liq-uid-ize (lik/wi diz’) /‘likwi,dayz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, 
-izeing. to make liquid. —liq/uid-iz/er, n. [count] 
liq’uid meas/ure, n. [noncount] the system of units for 
measuring the volume of liquid products, as milk. 
liq-uor (lik’ar) /‘likor/ n. [uoncount] 1. an alcoholic bev- 
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erage that has undergone a process of heating, evaporat- 
ing, and condensing back to a liquid, as brandy or whis- 
key, as distinguished from a fermented beverage, as 
wine or beer. —v. [~ + obj (+ up)] 2. Informal. to make 
(someone) drunk with liquor: They fquored him up. 

liera (lér’a) /horo/ n. [count], pl. Were (lér7a) /‘harey/ lis 
ras. the basic monetary units of Italy, Malta, and Turkey. 

lisp (lisp) /lisp/ n. [count] 1. a speech defect in which s 
and z are pronounced like or nearly like the t/h- sounds 
of thin and this, respectively; any slightly different pro- 
nunciation of speech sounds like (s) and (z). —v. 2. to 
pronounce or speak with a lisp: [no obj): has been hsp- 
ing since childhood. [~ + obj): He tsps his s sounds. 3. 
to speak imperfectly, esp. in a childish manner: [no obj): 
Stop lisping. [~ + obj): He lisped some s sounds. 
lisesome or lisesom (lis’am) /‘lisam/ adj. graceful; sup- 


ple. 

list! (list) /list/ n. 1. [count] a series of items written or 
printed together in a grouping or sequence so as to 
make up a record: a shopping list. 2. [nonconnt] List 
PRICE. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to make a list of: He listed the 
items they would need. 4. [~ + obj] to enter in a list, di- 
rectory, Catalog, etc.: to list him among the members. 5. 
[no obj] to be offered for sale at a specified price: This 
radio lists at $49.95. 

list? (list) /list/ n. [count] 1. a leaning to one side, as of a 
ship: a heavy list to starboard. —v. [no obj) 2. to lean to 
one side: The boat listed to starboard. 

liseten (lis’an) /'‘lisan/ v. 1. to give attention with the ear; 
pay attention for the purpose of hearing: [~ + to + obj): 
He listened to every word. [no obj): | wasn't listening. 2. 
[~ + to + obj] to obey; take advice from: Children don't 
always listen to their parents. 3. [~ + for + obj] to wait 
attentively in order to hear a sound or signal: Hstening 
for the phone to ring. 4. listen in, a. [no obj) to listen to 
a broadcast, as on the radio. b. to listen to a conversa- 
tion without joining it: [no obj): He sat in the back, listen- 
ing in. [~ + on + obj): wanted to listen in on the talks. 
—lis/ten-er, n. [count] —-Usage. See HEAR. 

listing (lis/ting) /‘listin/ n. [count] 1. a list: a listing of 
the courses for the fall semester. 2. something listed or 
included in a list: a listing in the telephone directory. 

listeless (list/lis) /‘listlis/ adj. having or showing little or 
no interest in anything; spiritless. —list/less-ly, adv. 
—list/less-ness, n. [(noncount) 

list’ price’, n. the price at which a product is usually 
sold to the public, from which discounts may be made: 
[noncount]: to pay list price for goods. [count]: List 
prices are down. 

lit (lit) /lit/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of uGHT'. —adj. 2. Slang. 
under the influence of liquor; drunk. 

-lit-, root. -lit- comes from Latin, where it has the mean- 
ing “letter; read; word.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ALLITERATION, ILLITERATE, LETTER, LITERACY, ULIT- 
ERAL, LITERARY, OBLITERATE, UNLETTERED. 

lit., an abbreviation of: 1. liter. 2. literal. 3. literally. 4. 
literary. 5. literature. 

liteaeny (lit/n &) /‘litniy/ n. (count), pl. -nies. 1. a form of 
prayer consisting of a series of prayers by a priest or 
leader, with responses from the congregation that are 
the same for a number in succession. 2. a long list of 
anything repetitious: a litany of complaints. 

lietchi (lē/chē) /‘liytfiy/ n., pt -tchis. 1. the fruit of a 
Chinese tree made up of a thin, brittle shell around a 
sweet, jellylike pulp and a single seed: (noncount): some 
sweet litchi. (count): Bring back four litchis. 2. [count] 
the tree itself. 

litter (lé/tar) /‘liytor/ n. [count] a unit of liquid measure 
equal to the volume of one kilogram of water or 1.0567 
U.S. liquid quarts. Abbr.: 1 Also, esp. Brit., litre. 

literacy (litzar ə sé) /‘litarasiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
quality or state of being literate, esp. the ability to read 
and write. 2. a person's knowledge of a particular subject 
or field: cornputer literacy. See -uT-. 

lit-ereal (lit”7ar al) /‘litoral/ adj. 1. being in accordance 
with the primary or strict meaning of a word or words; 
not figurative or metaphorical: a savior of his people in 
the literat sense. 2. following the words of the original 
exactly: a literal translation from Russian to English. 3. 
true to fact; without exaggeration: a literat description of 
the horrors of war. 4. tending to understand words in the 
strict sense or in an unimaginative way: He's so literal 
that he never knows when we're joking. —lit/er-al-ness, 
n. (noncount\ See -uT-. 
lit-er-al-ly (litar ə lē) /‘litoraliy/ adv. 1. in the literal or 
strict sense: deciding what the word meant literally. 2. in 
a literal manner; word for word: to translate literally. 3. 
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actually; without exaggeration or inaccuracy: The city was 
literally destroyed. 4. This word is sometimes used to 
add emphasis to a statement and means “in effect; very 
nearly”: The senator was literally buried alive in the pri- 
mary (= The senator lost the election badly). See -T-. 
—Usage. The last meaning of LiTeRALLY is sometimes 
criticized as incorrect, since it appears to be the opposite 
of definitions | and 3. Nevertheless, many speakers use 
this last sense of tiTeRALLY to add emphasis to a state- 
ment. 

liteersarey (lit/a rer/ē) /lito,reriy/ adj. 1. relating to or of 
the nature of books and writings, esp. those classed as 
literature: literary history. 2. educated; well-read: a liter- 
ary person. See -ulT-. 

literate (lit/ər it) /‘litorit/ adj. 1. able to read and 
write. 2. educated; well-read. 3. having Knowledge or 
skill in a specified field: computer-literate. —lit/er- 
ate-ly, adv. See -tiT-. 

lit-e-racti (lita ra/té) /,lita'ratiy/ n. (plural), sing. -ra-tus 
(-ra/tes) /-'ratas/. persons interested in scholarly or liter- 
ary affairs; intellectuals. See -LIT-. 

liteerea-ture (lit/ər ə char, liftra-) /litoratfor, ‘litra-/ n. 
[noncount] 1. writing in prose or poetry thought of as 
having permanent value or excellence. 2. the entire body 
of writings of a specific language, period, people, etc.: 
French literature. 3. the writings dealing with a particular 
subject: the literature of biology. 4. any kind of printed 
material, as circulars, leaflets, or handbills: company lit- 
erature describing new products. See -Lit-. 

-lith-, root. -lith- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “stone.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: LITHIUM, LITHOGRAPHY, MONOLITH, NEOLITHIC. 

lithe (lith) /layð/ adj., lith-er, lith-est. limber; supple; 
flexible: a tithe dancer; tithe bodies. 

litheesome (lith’sem) /‘laydsom/ adj. lithe; lissome. 

litheieum (lithe om) /hðiyəm/ n. [noncount] a soft, sil- 
ver-white metallic element, the lightest of all metals. See 
-LITH-. 

litheo-graph (lith’a graf’) /h@a,gref/ n. [count] 1. a 
print produced by lithography. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pro- 
duce or copy by lithography. —li-thog-ra-pher (li thog- 
rə far) /l'Ongrafar/ n. [count] See -GRAPH-, -LITH-. 

lithography (li thog’ra fe) /l'Ongrafiy/ n. [noncount) 
a printing technique in which a stone or metal plate is 
treated so that ink attaches to it only in the areas that 
contain the image to be printed. —lith-o-graph:ic (lith’- 
ə grafik) /,lOa'graefik/ adj. See -GRAPH-, -LITH-. 

Lith-usasnisan (lith’oo a7né an) /,Ouw'eyniyon/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to Lithuania. 2. of or relating to the lan- 
guage spoken by many of the people in Lithuania. —n. 
3. [count] a person born or living in Lithuania. 4. [non- 
count] the language spoken by many of the people in 
Lithuania. 

litigant (litzi gant) /‘litigont/ n. [count] a person en- 
gaged in a lawsuit. 

litigate (litzi gat’) /‘liti,geyt/ v., -gat-ed, -gat-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to make the subject of a lawsuit; contest at 
law: Who is litigating the case? 2. [no obj] to carry on a 
lawsuit: They're stilt litigating. —lit-iega-tion (lit/i ga7- 
shen) /,liti'geyfon/ n. tnoncount): involved in litigation. 
(count): a lengthy litigation. —lit’i-ga/tor, n. [count] 

li-tiegious (li tij7as) /l'tid3əs/ adj. 1. of or relating to liti- 
gation. 2. inclined to or willing to litigate: a litigious per- 
son. —lieti“gious-ness, n. [noncoint) 

litemus (lit/məs) /litmos/ n. (noncount) coloring matter 
that turns blue in alkaline solution and red in acid solu- 
tion, used as a chemical indicator. 

lit/mus pa/per, n. [noncount)] a strip of paper with lit- 
mus, used as a chemical indicator. 

lit/mus test’, n. [cont] 1. a test for acidity or alkalinity 
using litmus paper. 2. a crucial test using a single issue 
or factor as the basis for judgment: A candidate's honesty 
is the litmus test for the voters. 

lietre (lē/tər) /‘liytor/ n. Chiefly Brit. LITER. 

fiteter (lit/ər) /litor/ n. 1. [nonconnt] rubbish scattered 
about: streets fult of litter. 2. [noncount) a condition of 
disorder or untidiness: We were appalled at the litter in 
the room. 3. [count] the group of young born to an ani- 
mal at one birth: a Atter of six kittens. 4. [count] a 
framework of cloth stretched between two parallel bars, 
for carrying a sick or wounded person; stretcher. 5. 
[count] a vehicle carried by people or animals, made up 
of a couch hung between two parallel bars. 6. [non- 
count] straw, hay, or the like, used as bedding for ani- 
mals or as protection for plants. 7. [noncount] any of 
various absorbent materials, as clay pellets, used for lin- 
ing a box in which a cat can eliminate waste. —v. 8. to 
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throw scattered objects, rubbish, etc., on (a place): [~ + 
obj): to be fined for littering the sidewalk. (no obj): He 
was given a fine for littering. 9. [~ + obj) to scatter (ob- 
jects) in disorder. 10. [~ + obj] to be scattered about (a 
place) in disorder: Bits of paper littered the floor. —lit/- 
ter-er, n. [count] 

lit-té-ra-teur also lit-te-ra-teur (lit/ar ə toor/) /,lıtə- 
ra'tur/ n. [count] a literary person, esp. a writer of liter- 
ary works. See -tit-. 

lit-ter-bug (lit/ar bug’) /‘litor,bag/ n. [count] a person 
who litters public places with trash. 

little (lit7l) /‘litl/ adj., litetler or less (les) /les/ or 
less-er, lit-tlest or least (lést) /liyst/ adv., less, least, n. 
—adj. 1. [before a noun) small in size, amount, or scale; 
not big: a little desk; a little voice. 2. [before a noun] 
short in length, duration, or extent; brief: Give me a little 
time. 3. [before a noun) small in number: a fittle group 
of scientists. 4. (before a noun] This word is used before 
a noun and without the article a to mean “small in 
amount or degree; not much,” and is used to emphasize 
the feeling that the amount is not as much as one would 
like: There is little hope of victory. | have very little 
money left. 5. [before a noun; a + ~ + noun) This 
word, when preceded by the article a, is used to mean 
“of a certain amount; some; more than expected, appre- 
ciable,” and is used to emphasize the feeling that the 
amount is enough or sufficient, though perhaps just 
barely so: / have a little money left; maybe it’s enough for 
the movies. We're having a little difficulty. 6. (before a 
noun) younger or youngest: her little brother. 7. minor; 
unimportant: /ife’s little pleasures. 8. mean, narrow, or 
not willing to understand others: /ittle minds. 9. [before a 
noun) This word is sometimes used before a noun to in- 
dicate feelings of affection or amusement: Bless your lit- 
tle heart! —adv. 10. [before a verb] not at all: He little 
knows what awaits him. 11. This word is used with or 
without the article a to mean “in only a small amount or 
degree; not much; slightly,” and emphasizes the feeling 
that the action or the amount indicated is not very much 
and is perhaps less than would be best: a little known 
work of art; She's little better than she was before the 
treatment. —n. 12. [noncount) This word is used without 
the article a as a noncount noun to mean “a small 
amount, quantity, or degree,” and to emphasize the feel- 
ing that the amount is less than might be expected or 
proper: They did little to make us comfortable. 13. 
(count; singular; a + ~) This word, when preceded by 
the article a, is used to mean “a certain amount; some; 
an amount perhaps more than expected,” and is used to 
emphasize the feeling that the amount is enough or suf- 
ficient, though perhaps just barely so: Save a little for 
me. 14. (count; singular; a + ~) a short distance: It's 
down the road a little. 15. (count; singular; a + ~) a 
short time: Stay here for a little. —Idiom. 16. little by 
little, by small degrees; gradually: Little by little he was 
improving. —lit/tle-ness, n. [noncount] 

lit/tle fin’ger, n. (count) the smallest finger on the 
hand; the pinky. 

lit-to-ral (lit/ər al) /‘litaral/ adj. [before a noun] of or re- 
lating to the shore of a lake, sea, or ocean. 

li-tur-gi-cal (li tir/ji kal) /'tsrd3ikal/ adj. of or relating 
to liturgy. 

lit-ur-gy (lit/ar jé) /litord3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 1. [count] a 
form of public worship; ritual according to a fixed pat- 
tern. 2. [noncount] a collection of forms for public wor- 
ship. —lit/ur-gist, n. [count] 

livea-ble or livesa-ble (liv’a bal) /‘livabol/ adj. 1. suita- 
ble for living in; habitable: to make an old house livable. 
2. worth living; endurable: making life nore livable. 
—liv’a-ble-ness, livability (liv’a bii tē) /liva'bilitiy/ 
n. [noncount) 

live’ (liv) /liv/ v., lived (livd), living. 1. [no obj] to be 
ative; to have life: Elephants live for many years. 2. [no 
obj) to continue to have life; remain alive: to live to a 
ripe old age. 3. [no obj) to continue in existence, opera- 
tion, memory, etc.; last: a book that lives in my rmernory. 
4. [~ + on + obj) to have enough for one’s existence; 
provide for oneself: He cant live on his salary. 5. [~ + 
on + obj) to eat (something) in order to stay alive or to 
subsist: lived on nuts and bananas. 6. [no obj} to dwell 
or reside: to live in a cottage. 7. to pass (life) in a speci- 
fied manner: [no obj): They lived happily ever after. [~ + 
obj): to live a life of ease. 8. [~ + obj] to practice or re- 
present in one’s life: to live a philosophy of nonviolence. 
9. [no obj) to enjoy life to the full: At 50 she was just be- 
ginning to live. 10. live down, to cause to be forgotten 
or forgiven through one’s future behavior: [~ + down + 
obj): She'll never live down that horrible moment of fail- 
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ure. [~ + obj + down): She'll never live it down. 11. 
live in (or out), [170 obj] to reside at (or away from) the 
place of one’s employment, esp. as a domestic servant. 
12. live out, [~ + ont + obj) to continue to the end of: 
They lived out their lives in peaceful contentrnent. 13. 
live together, [170 obj] to dwell or live in the same place 
while having a sexual relationship but without being mar- 
ried. 14. live up to, [~ + up + to + obj] to behave so 
as to satisfy or represent (ideals, standards, etc.): living 
up to the high standards of his father. 15. live with, [~ 
+ with + obj) a. to dwell in the same place with, some- 
times in a sexual relationship. b. to endure: We'll just 
have to live with that noise. —-Idiom. 16. live it up, /n- 
formal. to live in a wild manner; pursue pleasure. 
—Related Words. tive is a verb and an adjective, ure is 
a noun, ALIVE, LIVELY, and LIFELIKE are adjectives: He lives 
in Manhattan. It was a live show. His life was almost over. 
She was barely alive. It was a lively TV show, full of fun. 
He sculpted a lifelike statie. 

live? (liv) /layv/ adj., liveer, liveest for 4-6, 11, adv. 
—adj. 1. [before a noun) being alive; living: live animals. 
2. (before a noun) of, relating to, or during the life of a 
living being: an anirnal’s live weight. 3. characterized by 
or indicating the presence of living creatures: the five 
sounds of the forest. 4. energetic; alert; lively; full of life: 
His approach is live and fresh. 5. burning or glowing: live 
coals. 6. having bounce: a live tennis ball. 7. being in 
play, as a baseball or football. 8. loaded but unexploded: 
five ammunition. 9. made up of people who are actually 
present: a live audience. 10. broadcast while happening 
or being performed: a live telecast. 11. of current inter- 
est or importance; unsettled: live issues. 12. connected 
to a source of electricity: a live outlet. —adv. 13. by 
transmission at the actual moment of occurrence or per- 
formance: a prograrn broadcast live. 

live-in (liv’in’) /‘lv,in/ adj. (before a noun) 1. dwelling 
or living at the same place as one works: a live-in maid. 
2. living at the same place as a sexual partner to whom 
one is not married: a live-in boyfriend. —n. (count) 3. a 
live-in person. 

live-li-hood (liv/lé hddd/) /layvliy,hod/ n. (count; usually 
Singular) a means of supporting one’s existence: Teach- 
ing is his livelihood. 

live-long (liv/lông/, -long’) /‘liv,lon, -,lon/ adj. (of time) 
whole; entire: to complain the livelong day. 

lively (liv/lé) /‘layvliy/ adj. and adv., -liver, -livest. 
—adj. 1. full or suggestive of life or vital energy: a lively 
discussion. 2. animated; spirited: a lively tune. 3. event- 
ful or exciting: The opposition gave us a lively time. 4. 
keen; vivid: took a lively interest in us. 5. rebounding 
quickly: a lively tennis ball. —adv. 6. with briskness: 
Please Step lively. —live/lieness, n. [noncount) 

liveen (li/van) /‘layvan/ v. to (cause to) become more 
lively: [~ (+ up) + obj): Can we liven (up) the party? [~ 
+ obj (+ up)): Can we liven the party (up)? [~ + up): 
The party livened up. 

liveer (livfar) /‘livor/ n. 1. [count] a large organ in ani- 
mals with backbones, located in the upper abdomen, re- 
leasing bile and cleansing the blood. 2. this organ of an 
animal, as a calf, used as food: (noncount): having liver 
for dinner. (count): Chicken livers. 

liveerewurst (liv/ər wiirst’, -wodsht’)  /‘livar,warst, 
-,woft/ n. [noncount] a cooked sausage containing a 
large percentage of pork liver and pork meat. 

liv-ersy (liv’a rē, liv’ré) /‘livoriy, ‘livriy/ n., pl. -er-ies. 1. 
[count] a uniform worn by servants. 2. [noncount] the 
care, Stabling, etc., of horses for pay. 3. [count] a com- 
pany that rents out vehicles. —liv’er-ied, adj. See -t- 
BER-. 

lives (livz) /layvz/ n. pl. of tire. 

live-stock (liv’stok’) /‘layv,stok/ n. the horses, cattle, 
sheep, and other useful animals kept or raised on a farm 
or ranch: (noncount; used with a singular verb): The live- 
stock is worth a lot. (phiral; used with a plural verb): The 
livestock were grazing. 

live’ wire? (liv) /layv/ n. [count] Informal. an energetic, 
very alert person. 

liveid (liv7id) /‘tivid/ adj. 1. having a discolored, bluish, 
bruised appearance. 2. enraged; furiously angry: Her in- 
sulting remark made him livid. —liv/id-ly, adv. 

liv-ing (liv’ing) /‘livin/ adj. 1. having life; being alive; not 
dead: one’s nearest living relatives. 2. in actual existence 
or use: living languages. 3. vigorous; strong: a living 
faith. 4. [before a noun) relating to or suitable for human 
activity or existence: not enough living space. 5. [before 
a noun) of or relating to living persons: the worst flood in 
living memory. 6. (before a noun) lifelike; true to life: 
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The statue is the living ttnage of the general. 7. [before a 
noun) This word is used to mean “very; absolute” and to 
express strong feeling: to scare the living daylights out of 
someone. —n. 8. {noncount] the act or condition of a 
person or thing that lives: a poor standard of living. 9. 
[count; singular] livelihood: to earn a living. 10. the liv- 
ing. [plural] living persons considered as a group: the liv- 
ing and the dead. 

liv/ing room’, n. [count] a room in a home used by 
the members of the household for leisure activities, en- 
tertaining guests, etc. See illustration at APARTMENT. 

liv/ing wage’, n. [count] a wage or a salary on which it 
is possible to live at least according to minimum custom- 
ary Standards. 

liv7ing will’, n. [count] a document in which a person 
states that no special and extraordinary measures are to 
be used to prolong his or her life in the event of a termi- 
nal illness. 

lizeard (liz7ard) /lizard/ n. [count] a reptile with scales, 
typically having a long body, long tail, and four legs, as 
the chameleon, iguana, or gecko. , 

"IE (al, I) /al, V 1. a contraction of shall or will: Hl answer 
the phone. What'lt we do? 2. a contraction of till' (used 
when the preceding word ends in ¢): Waitit you see this! 

llaema (la’ma, yä/-) /‘lama, 'ya-/ n. [count], pl. -mas. a 
woolly-haired South American animal related to the 
camel. 

llasno (la/nd, ya/-) /lunow, 'yu-/ n. (count), pl. -nos. (in 
the southwestern U.S. and Spanish America) a wide, long 
grassy plain with few trees. 

LNG, an abbreviation of: liquefied natural gas. 

lo (1d) /low/ interj. This word is used to mean “look! see!” 
and to express surprise, as in the phrase /o and behold. 

load (ld) /lowd/ nm. [count] 1. anything put in or on 
something to be carried somewhere; freight; cargo: a 
truck with a load of watermelons. 2. the quantity that can 
be or usually is carried at one time, taken as a unit of 
measure or weight (usually used in combination after a 
noun): a carload of people. 3. workload: The professor 
was Carrying a load of twenty-one class hours a year. 4. 
burden; onus: That's a load off my mind. 5. loads of, or 
a load of, Mformal. a great quantity or number: There 
were loads of people there. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to put a 
load on or in (something); fill: fo joad a ship. 7. [no Obj) 
to put on or take on a load, as of passengers or goods: 
All buses toad at the platform. 8. [~ + obj] to take on as 
a load: The ship loaded coat. 9. [no obj) to enter a bus, 
ship, etc., so that it is filled. 10. [~ + obj (+ down)] to 
give a great supply of something: They loaded us down 
with gifts. 11. [~ + obj + down] to weigh down; op- 
press: to load oneself down with obligations. 12. to in- 
sert a bullet, etc., into (a firearm): [~ + obj]: He loaded 
the gun and fired. [no obj): He loaded quickly. 13. [~ + 
obj) to place (film, tape, etc.) into (a camera or other de- 
vice): tle loaded the film into the camera. He toaded the 
camera with film. 14. [~ + obj] a. to transfer (data) into 
a computer's memory, as from a disk. b. to place (a disk) 
into a device, as a disk drive. —adv. 15. loads, Informal. 
very much; a great deal: tt would help loads if you could 
send some money. —Idiom. 16. get a load of, [~ + 
obj) Slang. to look at or listen to; notice: Get a load of 
this car. —load/er, n. (count) 

load-ed (ld/did) /‘lowdid/ adj. 1. carrying or having a 
load; full: a foaded bus. 2. containing ammunition or an 
explosive charge: a loaded rifle. 3. filled with hidden 
meaning: a loaded statement; a loaded question. 4. [be 
+ ~] Slang. a. wealthy; rich. b. under the influence of al- 
cohol; drunk. 5. (of dice) dishonestly weighted so as to 
increase the chances that certain combinations will ap- 
pear face up when the dice are thrown. 

loaf! (5f) /lowf/ n. [count] pl. loaves (l6vz). 1. a shaped 
or molded mass of bread. 2. a similar shaped or molded 
mass of food: a meat loaf. 

loaf? (Idf) /lowf/ v. to pass time idly: [no obj): He loafed 
during the sunuuer. [~ + obj]: to loaf the afternoon 
away. —loaf/er, it. [court] 

Loaf-er (l6/far) /‘lowfar/ Trademark. [count] a slip-on 
shoe similar to a moccasin. 

loam (l6m) /lowim/ n. [noncount) a rich soil containing a 
relatively equal mixture of sand and silt and a somewhat 
smaller amount of clay. —loam/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
loan (l6n) /lown/ n. [count] 1. the act of lending: the 
loan of a book. 2. something lent, esp. a sum of money 
lent at interest: a toan of $25,000. —v. 3. to make a loan 
of; lend: [~ + obj + obj): Loan me your umbrella. (~ + 
obj + to + obj): Loan your umbrella to him. [~ + obj): 
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The bank loans money. —Idiom. 4. on loan, loaned 
for temporary use: The books are on loan. 

loan-er (l0’nar) /‘lownor/ n. [count] 1. one that loans. 2. 
something, as a Car or appliance, that is lent to replace 
an item being serviced or repaired. 

loan’ shark’, n. [count] Informal. a person who lends 
money at rates of interest that are too high. —loan/- 
shark/ing, n. [(noncount) 

loan-word (l6n/wird’) /‘lown,w3rd/ n. [count] a word in 
one language that has been borrowed from another lan- 
guage and usually changed to fit the new language, as 
macho, taken into Modern English from Spanish. 

loath (loth, 16th) /low®8, lowd/ adj. [be + ~ + to + 
verb] unwilling; reluctant: is loath to admit a mistake. 

loathe (l6th) /lowd/ v., loathed, loath-ing. to feel dis- 
gust or intense hatred of; abhor; dislike strongly: [~ + 
obj) She positively loathes him. [~ +  verb-ing]: He 
loathes going to the dentist. —loath/er, n. (count) 

loath-ing (lo’%thing) /‘lowdin/ n. strong dislike or aver- 
sion: [noncount): a feeling of loathing. [count]: a loathing 
of spiders. 

loath-some (ldth’sam, I6th7-) /‘lowdsom, ‘low8-/ adj. 
causing feelings of loathing; disgusting; revolting: a 
loathsome skin disease. —loath’somerness, n. Inon- 
count) 

loaves (l6vz) /lowvz/ n. pl. of Loar. 

lob (lob) /Inb/ v., lobbed, lob-bing, n. —v. 1. to hit (a 
ball) in a high curve to the back of the opponent’s court 
in tennis: [~ + obj]: lobbed the ball. [no obj): lobbing 
five times in the first set. 2. [~ + obj] to fire or hurl 
(something, as a missile or a shell) in a high curve so 
that it drops onto a target. —n. [count] 3. a lobbed ball: 
a shallow lob. —\ob/ber, n. [count] 

lob-by (lob’é) /'Inbiy/ n., pl. -bies, v., -bied, -by-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. an entrance hall or corridor, as in a public 
building, often serving as an anteroom; foyer. See illus- 
tration at HOTEL. 2. a group of persons who try to influ- 
ence legislators or other public officials to vote or act in 
favor of a special interest. —v. 3. to try to influence the 
actions or votes of: [~ + obj]: lobbied a few key sena- 
tors. [no obj): lobbied for the bill. 4. [~ + obj] to urge 
the passage of by lobbying: to lobby a bill. —lob/by-ist, 
n. [count] 

lobe (lb) /lowb/ n. [count] a roundish part that sticks 
out, as of an organ or a leaf. —lobed, adj. 

lo-bot-o-my (la bot/a mē, 16-) /lo'bntomiy, low-/ n. 
[count], pl. -mies. ‘a surgical operation into or across a 
lobe, esp. a lobe of the brain, in order to treat a mental 
disorder. See -Tom-. 

lob-ster (lob/star) /Inbstor/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -ster, (esp. for kinds or species) -sters. 1. 
[count] a saltwater crustacean that can be eaten, having 
eyes On Stalks, eight legs, and two large pincers. 2. [non- 
count] the edible meat of the lobster. 

-loc-, root. -loc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “location; place.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ALLOCATE, DISLOCATE, LOCAL, LOCALE, LOCATE, LO- 
COMOTIVE, LOCUS, RELOCATE. 

lo-cal (l6/’kal) /‘lowkal/ adj. 1. relating to, characteristic 
of, or restricted to a particular place: a focal custom; a 
local hospital. 2. (before a noun) of or relating to a City, 
town, or small district rather than an entire state or coun- 
try: local town government. 3. stopping at most or all 
stations: a local train. 4. affecting only a particular part 
or area of the body without loss of consciousness: a local 
anesthetic. —n. [count] 5. a local train, bus, etc.: Take 
the local to 23rd Street. 6. a local anesthetic. 7. Often, 
locals. [plura a local person or resident: The locals 
don't like newcomers. —lo/’cal-ly, adv. See -Loc-. 

lo-cale (I6 kal’) /low'kwl/ n. [count] a place or locality: 
to move to a warmer locale. See -Loc-. 

lo-caleisty (16 kali tē) /low'kwlitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 
a specific place or area; location: They moved to another 
locality. 

localize (lō/kə liz’) /lowkə,layz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, 
-iz-ing. to make local; keep, confine, or restrict to a par- 
ticular place: The anesthetic will localize the pain. —lo- 
cal-i-za-tion (l6’ka la za/shan) /, lowkala'zeyfan/ n. Unon- 
count) See -Loc-. 

lo-cate (l6’kat, IO kat’) /‘lowkeyt, low'keyt/ v., -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to identify or discover the lo- 
cation of; find: to locate a missing book. 2. to establish 
(one’s business or home) in a locality; settle: [~ + obj]: 
They located their offices downtown. [no obj): decided to 
locate in New Mexico. 3. [~ + obj] to assign a particular 
location to, as by knowledge or opinion: Some scholars 
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locate the Garden of Eden in Babylonia. —\o-cat/a-ble, 
adj. —lo/cat-er, lo’ca-tor, n. [count] See -Loc-. 

lo-ca-tion (16 ka/shan) /low'keyfən/ n. [count] 1. a 
place or situation occupied: a house in a fine location. 2. 
a place of activity or residence: This town is a good loca- 
tion for a young doctor. 3. a site outside a movie studio 
used for filming. —Idiom. 4. on location, engaged in 
filming at a place away from the studio, esp. one that is 
or is like the setting of the screenplay. See -Loc-. 

loch (lok, lox) /Ipk, Inx/ n. [count] Scottish. 1. a lake. 2. 
a partially landlocked or protected bay or arm of the sea. 

lock’ (lok) /Ink/ n. [count] 1. a device for keeping a 
door, gate, lid, drawer, or the like securely closed or fas- 
tened, made up of a bolt or system of bolts moved by a 
key, dial, etc. 2. (in a firearm) the mechanism that ex- 
plodes the charge. 3. an enclosed chamber in a canal, 
dam, etc., with gates at each end, for raising or lowering 
vessels from one level to another by increasing or de- 
creasing water in the chamber. 4. complete and unchal- 
lenged control or an unbreakable hold: to have a lock on 
the senatorial nomination. 5. Slang. a sure thing: The 
team is a lock to win the championship. —v. 6. to (cause 
a door, window, building, etc., to) become fastened or 
made secure by the operation of a lock or locks: [~ + 
obj): | locked the car doors. [no obj): The car doors lock 
automatically. 7. [~ + obj) to shut in a place by or as if 
by means of a lock: We locked the hamster in its cage. 8. 
to (cause to) become fastened, fixed, interlocked, or 
jammed by or as if by a lock: [~ + obj]: to lock the 
steering wheel on a car to prevent theft. [no obj): The 
gears locked into place. 9. [~ + obj] to unite firmly by 
linking: to lock arms. 10. [~ + obj] to hold fast in an 
embrace: She locked him in her arms. 11. lock in, a. to 
(cause to) be aimed at (a target or goal) and be unable 
to change: [~ + in + obj): The pilot locked in his target. 
[~ + obj + in): The pilot locked it in and fired. [~ + in 
+ on + obj): The missiles locked in on the target. b. to 
put into a place, room, etc., and lock its doors: [~ + obj 
+ inj: They locked him in with the other prisoners. [~ + 
in + obj): The guard locked in the prisoners every night. 
12. lock out, a. [~ + obj + out] to keep out by or as if 
by a lock: / was locked out of my car. b. to subject (em- 
ployees) to a lockout: [~ + out + obj): The boss locked 
out the striking employees. [~ + obj + ont): to lock 
them out if they don't negotiate. 13. lock up, a. to im- 
prison for a crime: [~ + obj + up]: took him away and 
locked him up. [~ + up + obj): locking up criminals. b. 
to make secure with a lock: [~ + up + obj): locked up 
the money in his safe. [~ + obj + up]: locked the 
money up in his safe. [no obj): The watchman locked up 
for the night. c. to fasten or fix firmly, as by engaging 
parts: [no obj): The car's brakes locked up. [~ + up + 
obj): Slamming on the brakes will lock up your wheels. 
[~ + obj + up): Something locked the gears up. 
—Idiom. 14. lock horns, [~ (+ with + obj)] to come 
into conflict; clash: They locked horns with their critics. 
15. lock, stock, and barrel, with every part or item in- 
cluded; completely: He'll sue you lock, stock, and barrel. 
16. under lock and key, securely locked up: to keep 
important papers under lock and key. 

lock? (lok) /Ink/ n. [count] 1. a tuft or ringlet of hair. 2. 
locks, [pluran the hair of the head: golden locks. 

lock-er (lok/ar) /‘Inkar/ n. [count] 1. a chest, compart- 
ment, or closet in which clothing and valuables may be 
locked for safekeeping: a gym locker. 2. a large, typically 
room-size compartment for keeping frozen foods. 

lock-et (lok/it) /‘Inkit/ m. [count] a small case for a min- 
iature portrait, a lock of hair, or other keepsake, usually 
worn on a necklace. 

lock-jaw (lok/j6’) /‘Ink,d390/ n. [noncount] a condition in 
which the jaws become locked together, caused by teta- 
nus. 

lock-out (lok/out’) /‘Ink,awt/ n. [count] the temporary 
closing of a business or the refusal by an employer to al- 
low employees to come to work until they accept the em- 
ployer’s terms. 

lockssmith (lok’smith’) /Ink,smi0/ n. [count] a person 
who makes, repairs, and installs locks. 

lock-step (lok/step’) /‘Ink,step/ n. [noncount] 1. a way 
of marching in which the leg of each person moves with 
and closely behind the corresponding leg of the person 
ahead. 2. a rigid and inflexible pattern or process: to be 
in lockstep to the old way of doing things. —adj. [before 
a noun) 3. rigid and inflexible: /ockstep educational pro- 
cedures. 

lock-up (lok’up’) /‘Ink,ap/ n. [count] 1. a jail, esp. a lo- 
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cal one for temporary detention. 2. the act of locking up 
or the state of being locked up. 

lo-CO (I57kō) /lowkow/ adj. Slang. insane: crazy. 

lo-co-mostion § (16’ka md/shan) /lowkə'mowfən/ n. 
[noncount] the act or power of moving from place to 
place: Most plants lack locornotion. See -Loc-, -MOT-. 

lo-co-mo-tive (l5/kə md/tiv) /lowko'mowtiv/ n. [count] 
1. a self-propelled railroad engine for pulling or pushing 
railroad cars. —adj. 2. [before a noun] of or relating to 
locomotives. 3. of, relating to, producing, or aiding in lo- 
comotion. See -Loc-, -MOT-. 

lo-cus (l0’kas) /'lowkəs/ n. [count], pl. -ci (-si, -ké, -ki) 
I-say, -kiy, -kay/. 1. a place; locality. 2. a center or 
source, as of activities or power: The locus of control is 
headquarters. See -toc-. 

lo-cust (ld/kast) /lowkast/ n. [count] 1. a grasshopper 
having short antennae and commonly migrating in 
swarms that strip the vegetation from large areas. 2. any 
of various cicadas, as the seventeen-year locust. 3. a 
North American tree of the legume family, having clusters 
of fragrant white flowers. 

lo-curtion (16 kydd’shan) /low'kyuwfən/ n. [count] 1. a 
word, phrase, or expression, esp. as used by a particular 
person, group, etc. 2. a style of speech or verbal expres- 
sion. See -Log-. 

lode (Idd) /lowd/ n. [count] 1. a veinlike deposit, usually 
one that contains metal. 2. a rich supply or source. 

lode-stone (l6d/stin’) /lowd,stown/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
mineral that possesses magnetism. 2. [count] something 
that attracts like a magnet. 

lodge (loj) /Ind3/ n., v., lodged, lodg-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
a house or cabin, esp. one used as a temporary resi- 
dence by hunters, skiers, hikers, or campers. 2. a resort 
hotel, motel, or inn: a fancy lodge near the sea. 3. the 
meeting place of a branch of certain fraternal organiza- 
tions: the Elks Chib lodge. 4. the members of such a 
branch: The lodge made a large donation. 5. a dwelling 
for North American Indians, as a wigwam or long house. 
—v. 6. [no obj] to stay in a living space or quarters, esp. 
temporarily: We lodged in a guest house for the night. 7. 
[no obj) to live in rented quarters in another's house: He 
lodged with us last year. 8. [~ + obj] to have as a 
lodger: The family agreed to lodge the foreign student 
for the summer. 9. to (cause to) be fixed, implanted, or 
caught in a place or position; (cause to) come to rest; 
stick: [no obj): The bullet lodged in the wall. {~ + obj): 
He lodged his finger in the hole. 10. [~ + obj] to put or 
bring before a court or other authority: She lodged a 
complaint with the union. 

lodg-er (loj’ar) /‘Ind3ar/ n. [count] a person who rents 
quarters in another's house; roomer. 

lodg-ing (loj/ing) /‘Ind3in/ n. 1. [noncount] accommoda- 
tion in a house, esp. in rooms for rent: to furnish board 
and lodging. 2. lodgings, [plurali] a room or rooms 
rented for residence: found lodgings for the night. 

loft (loft, loft) oft, Inft/ n. [count] 1. an upper room or 
storage area beneath a sloping roof; attic; garret. 2. a 
gallery or upper level in a church, hall, etc., for a special 
purpose: a choir lof. 3. an upper story of a business 
building, warehouse, or factory, usually an open floor 
area. 4, such an upper story converted or adapted to any 
of various uses, as quarters for living or studios for artists 
or dancers. 5. Also called loft’ bed’. a balcony or plat- 
form built over a living area and used for sleeping. —v. 
[~ + obj] 6. to hit or throw aloft: He lofted a fly ball into 
center field. 

loft-y (ldf/7té, lof/-) /‘loftiy, 'Inf-/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. ex- 
tending high in the air; towering: /ohy mountains. 2. ele- 
vated in style or tone: /ofty sentiments. 3. arrogant in 
manner; haughty: a rather lofty butler. —lofteiely (I6f/ta- 
lē, lof7-) /loftaliy, 'Inf-/ adv. —loft/ieness, n. (noncount] 

log’ (lôg, log) ‘og, Ing/ n, v., logged, log-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a portion or length of the trunk or of a large 
limb of a tree that has fallen. 2. any detailed, usually se- 
quential record, as of the progress of an activity or of the 
trip of a ship or aircraft. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to cut (trees) 
into logs. 4. to cut down the trees or timber on (land): [~ 
+ obj): logging the mountain behind our house. [no 
obj): They have logged in that area for generations. 5. [~ 
+ obj) to enter in a log; compile: The captain logged the 
ship's position. 6. [~ + obj] to travel at or for (a certain 
speed, time, or distance): logged 10,000 hours fying 
time. 7. log in or on, [no obj] to gain access to a se- 
cured computer system or on-line service by keying in 
personal identification information. 8. log off or out, to 
terminate a session on such a system or service: [no 
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obj): He logs off at night. [~ + obj): He logged off the 
system. —log’ger, n. (count) 

log? (lôg, log) /log, Ing/ r. LOGARITHM. 

-log-, root. -log- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “speak; word; speech.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: ANALOG, APOLOGY, CHRONOLOGY, DECA- 
LOGUE, DIALOGUE, DOXOLOGY, EPILOGUE, EULOGY, IDEOLOGY, 
LOGARITHM, LOGIC, LOGO, MONOLOGUE, NEOLOGISM, PHILOLOGY, 
SYLLOGISM, TAUTOLOGY, TERMINOLOGY. See -LOGY. 

lorganeber-ry (10’gan ber/é) /‘lowgon,berty/ n. (count), 
pl. -ries. 1. a dark red, tart-tasting, long berry of a black- 
berry bush of the rose family. 2. the bush itself. 

logarithm (16’ga rith’am, log/a-) /‘loga,ridam, ‘Ingo-/ 
n. [count] the exponent of the power to which a base 
number must be raised to equal a given number; log: 2 
is the logarithm of 100 to the base 10 (2 = log, 100). 
—log/a-rith’mic, adj. See -Loc-. 

loge (l6zh) /low3/ n. [count] (in a theater) a box or the 
front section of the lowest balcony, separated from the 
back section by an aisle or railing or both. 

log-ger-head (lô/gər hed’, log/ar-) /‘logar,hed, 'logər-/ 
n. [count] 1. a stupid person; blockhead. —Idfom. 2. 
at loggerheads with, [~ + obj] in conflict with: two na- 
tions at loggerheads with each other. 

logsic (loj7ik) /Ind3tk/ n. (noncount) 1. the science that 
studies the principles governing correct or reliable ways 
of reasoning. 2. a particular method or way of reasoning 
or presenting arguments. 3. reason or sound judgment: 
There is no logic in such foolish statements. See -LOG-. 
logei-cal (loj/i_ kal) /‘Ind3ikal/ adj. 1. according to or 
agreeing with the principles of logic: a logical conclusion. 
2. reasoning in agreement with the principles of logic: a 
logical thinker. 3. reasonable; to be expected: The idea 
sounds logical to me. —log/iecal-ly, adv. See -LOG-. 
lo-gi-cian (1d jish’an) /low'd3ifon/ n. [count] a person 
who is skilled in logic. See -LOG-. 
lo-gis-tics (Iō jis’tiks, 1ə-) /low'd3istiks, lo-/ n. 1. the 
branch of military science dealing with obtaining equip- 
ment, moving personnel, providing facilities, etc.: [mon- 
count; used with a singular verb): Logistics is a complex 
field. (plural: used with a plural verb): Logistics aren't go- 
ing to assist you here. 2. the planning and coordination 
of the details of any operation: (noncount; used with a 
singular verb]: The logistics of the office move is the 
problem. [plural; used with a plural verb): The logistics 
are a nightmare. —lo-gis/tic, lo-gis’ti-cal, adj. (before a 
noun) —lo-gis/ti-cal-ly, adv. See -LOG-. 
logjam (l6g/jam/, log’-) /‘log,d3em, 'Ing-/ n. [count] 1. 
a pileup or tangle of logs, causing a blockage, as in a 
river. 2. any blockage: a logjam of bills before Congress. 
lo-go (16’g6) /‘lowgow/ n. [count], pl. -gos. Also called 
lo-go-type. (10’g6 tip’) /‘lowgow,tayp/. a graphic repre- 
sentation or a symbol of a company name, trademark, 
etc., esp. one designed to be recognized easily. See 
-LOG-. 

-logue or -log, See -Loc-. 

-logy, suffix. -logy comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “word.” It is attached to roots to form nouns 
with the meanings: “field of study, discipline; list of": as- 
tro- (= star) + -logy ~ astrology (= study of the influ- 
ence of stars on events); bio- (= life) + -logy 7 biology 
(= study of living things). See -LOG-. 
loin (loin) /loyn/ n. 1. Usually, loins. [pluran the parts of 
the body of animals that lie on either side of the spine 
between the ribs and the hipbones. 2. [count] a cut of 
meat from this region, esp. one including the adjacent 
bone. 3. loins, [piura a. the parts of the human body 
between the hips and the lower ribs, esp. regarded as 
the seat of physical strength and reproductive power. b. 
the genital area; the sex organs. 
loinecloth (loin’kloth’, -kloth’) /‘loyn,klo0, -,klo0/ n. 
{count} a cloth worn around the loins or hips, esp. in 
tropical regions. 
loi-ter (loi/tar) /‘loytor/ v. {no obj] to remain in an area 
without obvious purpose; hang around: two men loitering 
suspiciously by the entrance to the hotel. —\oi/ter-er, n. 
[count] 
loll (lol) /lol/ v. {no obj] 1. to lie or lean in a relaxed or 
indolent manner; lounge: to loll on a sofa. 2. to hang 
loosely: His head lolled forward. 
lollipop or lol-lyspop (lol”é pop’) /‘lnliy,pop/ n. 
[count] a piece of hard candy attached to the end of a 
small stick. 
lol-ly:gag (lol7é gag’) /‘Inliy,gxg/ v., -gagged, -gag- 
ging. LALLYGAG. 

Lon/’don broil” (lun’dan) /landən/ n. a cut of beef 
broiled and served in thin, crosscut slices: (court): a 
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three-pound London broil. [noncount): serving London 
broil. 

lone (lōn) /lown/ adj. [before a noun) being alone; 
standing by itself or apart; isolated; sole: a lone traveler. 

lonesly (lon/lé) /‘lownliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. having or 
suffering from a depressing feeling caused by being 
alone: lonesome: felt lonely and without friends. 2. caus- 
ing such a feeling: a lonely room. 3. lone; solitary: a 
lonely tower on the plain. —lone/li-ness, n. noncount) 

lon-er (10/nər) /‘lownor/ n. [count] a person who is or 
prefers to be alone. 

lonesome (l6n’sam) /‘lownsom/ adj. 1. depressed or 
sad because of the lack of friends or companionship; 
lonely. 2. marked by or causing such a feeling: a tone- 
some evening at home. 

long! (lông, long) /lon, Inn/ adj, long-er (l6ng/ger, 
long’-) /‘longar, ‘Inn-/ longeest (l6ng/gist, long/-) 
/lonagist, 'lop-/ n., adv. —adj. 1. having considerable or 
greater than usual measurement in length or distance: a 
long table; a long way to travel. 2. lasting a considerable 
length of time: a long story; a long trip. 3. (after a noun] 
extending, lasting, measuring, or totaling a number of 
specified units: The river was eight miles iong. 4. con- 
taining many items: a long list. 5. extending beyond nor- 
mal, moderate, or desired limits: He's been working long 
hours. 6. reaching well into the past: a long record of 
hatred. 7. taking a long time; slow: He was long in get- 
ting here. 8. forward-looking; long-range: taking the long 
view. 9. intense, thorough, or critical; seriously examin- 
ing: took a long look at his life. 10. having a good or 
large supply or endowment: He's long on brains. 11. be- 
ing against great odds; unlikely: a long chance. 12. a. 
(of a speech sound) lasting a relatively long time: /ong 
vowels. b. having the sound of the English vowels in 
mate, meet, mite, mote, moot, and mute: The long 
vowels are sometimes written with a macron on top of 
them, as a, €, i, and 0. —n. 13. (noncount) a compara- 
tively long time: They haven't been gone for long. 14. a. 
[noncount]) a size of garments for men who are taller 
than average. b. [count] a garment in this size. —adv. 
15. for or through a great extent of space or, esp., time: 
a reform that has long been needed. 16. for or through- 
out a period or extent, esp. of time: How long did he 
stay? 17. at a point of time far distant from the time in- 
dicated: jong before now. — Idiom. 18. as long as, a. 
provided that: You can watch television as long as you 
have finished your homework. b. seeing that; since: As 
long as you're going, I'll go too. c. Also, so long as. dur- 
ing the time that; while: As long as he has been in 
charge that division has done well. 19. before long, 
soon: / hope I get to see you before long. 20. the long 
and (the) short of it, [~ + be + ( that) clause] the es- 
sential point or end result: The long and short of it is that 
they'll have to sell the house. 

long? (lông, long) /lon, Inn/ v. to have an earnest or 
strong desire or craving; yearn: [~ + for + obj]: to long 
for spring. (~ + to + verb): He longed to return home. 
{~ + for + obj + to + verb): longed for her to kiss him. 
long-boat (l6ng/bot’, long’-) /‘lon ,bowt, 'log-/ n. [count] 
a large oared boat carried by a sailing ship. 

long’ dis/tance, n. [noncount) telephone service be- 
tween distant places. —long/-dis/tance, adj. (usually 
before a noun): a long-distance call. —adv.: to calt long- 
distance. 

long’/-drawn/’-out/’, adj. lasting a very long time: a 
long-drawn-out explanation. Often, long’-drawn/. 
lon-geveiety (lon jev/i tē, 16n-) /lon'd3evitiy, lon-/ n. 
{noncount] 1. long life: a family known for longevity. 2. 
length of life: research in longevity. 3. length of service; 
seniority: promotions based on longevity. 

long’ face’, n. [count] an unhappy or gloomy facial ex- 
pression. 

long-hair (i6ng/har’, long/-) /‘lon,hear, 'log-/ n. [count] 
Informal. 1. an intellectual. 2. a person devoted to the 
arts, esp. a lover of classical music. —adj. Also, long’- 
haired’. 3. having long hair: a longhair cat. 4. of or char- 
acteristic of longhairs. 

long-hand (l6ng/hand’, long/-) /‘lon,hand, 'lop-/ n. 
[noncount] writing of the ordinary kind, in which words 
are written out in full: His longhand was hardly readable. 

longsing (l6ng/ing, long’-) /‘lonin, ‘lon-/ n. 1. (non- 
count) strong, lasting desire, esp. for something hard to 
reach or distant: filled with longing for the past. 2. 
[count] an instance of this: a sudden longing to see old 
friends. —adj. 3. characterized by earnest desire: a long- 
ing look. —\long/ing-ly, adv. 

lon-gietude (lon/ji taod’, -tyood’) /‘Innd31,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
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n. the distance east or west on the earth's surface, as 
measured in degrees from the meridian of some particu- 
lar place to the prime meridian at Greenwich, England: 
[noncount): sixty degrees in longitude. [count]: ineasur- 
ing longitudes. 

lon-gi-tuedienal (lon’ji_ tdod/n 1, -tyood’-) / lond- 
3''tuwdnl, -'tyuwd-/ adj. 1. of or relating to longitude or 
length: /ongitudinal ineasurement. 2. extending in the di- 
rection of the length; lengthwise. —lon/gi-tu/di-nal-ly, 
adv. 

long’ jump’, n. (count; singular; usually: the + ~ an 
athletic field event featuring competition in a jump from 
a running Start. 

long/-lived? (-livd’, -livd’) /-‘layvd, -'hvd/ adj. 1. having 
a long life: a /ong-lived animal. 2. lasting or functioning a 
long time: a long-lived battery. 

long/-play’ing, adj. [before a noun) of or relating to 
phonograph records played at 33% revolutions per min- 
ute. 

long/-range’, adj. [before a noun] 1. considering or 
extending into the future: a /ong-range weather forecast. 
2. designed to cover or operate over a long distance: 
long-range rockets. 

long-:shoreseman = (l6ng/shér/man, = -shdr’-,__ long/-) 
/lon'formon, -'fowr-, 'Inn-/ n. [count], pl. -men. a person 
who works on the docks or wharves of a port, as in load- 
ing and unloading vessels. 

long’ shot’, n. [count] 1. a horse in a race, or a team, 
etc., that has little chance of winning and carries long 
odds. 2. an undertaking that is unlikely to be successful. 
—Idiom. 3. by a long shot, by any means: You aren't 
finished by a long shot. 

long-standing (léng/stan/ding, long/-) /‘lon'standin, 
‘Inn-/ adj. existing for a long time: a longstanding disa- 
greerment. 

long/-suf/fering, adj. patiently or stoically enduring in- 
jury, trouble, or pain: a long-suffering, abused spouse. 

long/-term/’, adj. 1. covering or involving a relatively 
long period of time: /ong-term effects of a drug. 2. ma- 
turing after a relatively long period of time: a fong-term 
bond. 

long-time (l6ng/tim/’, long’-) /‘lon,taym, 'Inn-/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun] existing or continuing as such for a long pe- 
riod of time; longstanding: /ongtime friends. 

long’-wind/ed (-win/did) /'‘windid/ adj. talking or writ- 
ing at a length that is boring and tiresome: long-winded 
speakers. —long/-wind/’ed-ness, n. (noncount] 

look (ld0k) /luk/ v. 1. to turn one’s eyes toward some- 
thing or in some direction in order to see: [~ + af]: I’m 
looking at this book. [no obj): She looked out the win- 
dow. 2. [no obj] to use one’s sight in seeking, searching, 
examining, watching, etc.: to look through the papers. 3. 
[~ + adjective] to appear to the eye as specified: You 
look pale. See Look Like below. 4. to appear to the mind; 
seem: [~ + adjective]: Things are looking pretty grin. {~ 
+ noun): He looked a perfect fool. See Look Like below. 
5. [~ + af] to direct attention or consideration: Let's look 
at the facts. 6. [not: be + ~-ing; no obj] to face or give 
a view: The room looks on the garden. 7. [~ + obj] to 
give (someone) a look: Can you look me in the eye and 
say that? 8. [~ + obj] to have an appearance appropri- 
ate to or that fits (one’s age, circumstances, etc.): began 
to look his age. 9. (used in the imperative form, and 
sometimes followed by a word like “who, what, when, 
where, how” etc.) to observe or pay attention to: [~ + 
obj): Now look what you've done! Look how beautifully he 
Skates. [no obj): Look, lrn tired of this! {~ + at]: Look at 
what's happened. 10. look after, [~ + after + obj] to 
take care of: a babysitter to look after the kids. 11. look 
ahead, [no obj) to think about or plan for the future: Our 
leaders have to look ahead. 12. look back, [no obj] a. 
to review past events: looking back to his childhood. b. 
never look back, to have great success: started her own 
business and never looked back. 13. look down on or 
upon, [~ + down + on/ipon + obj] to regard with a 
feeling of superiority or contempt. 14. look for, [~ + for 
+ Obj) a. to seek; search for: I’ve been looking for you. 
b. to anticipate; expect: /// look for you at the reception. 
15. look forward to, [~ + forward + obj] to anticipate 
with eagerness or pleasure: She's looking forward to 
working here. 16. look in (on), [~ + in + (on) + obj) 
to visit briefly: The doctor looked in on her patient. 17. 
look into, [~ + into + obj] to inquire into; investigate; 
examine: The detective was looking into the kidnapping. 
18. look like, [not: be + ~-ing] a. [~ + obj] to resem- 
ble: She looks just like her father. b. [~ + Clause] to 
have the appearance of; seem to the eye to be: He looks 
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like he’s working. c. [~ + clause] to seem to the mind 
to be: Things look like they can't get much worse. d. [It 
+ ~ + clause] to be probable that: /t looks like we'll be 
late. 19. look on, a. [no obj] to be a spectator: watch. b. 
Also, look upon. [~ + upon + obj + as + obf] to con- 
sider; regard: She looked on him as a son. 20. look out, 
[0 obj] to be alert to danger; be careful: Look out; here 
She cornes. 21. look out for, [~ + ont + for + obj) to 
take watchful care of: My boss was always looking out for 
me. 22. look over, to examine, esp. briefly: [~ + over 
+ obj): | looked over your terin paper. [~ + obj + 
over]: | looked it over. 23. look to, [~ + to + obj) a. to 
depend on: to look to the president for leadership. b. to 
expect or anticipate: We look to a brighter future for our 
children. 24. look up, a. [no obj] to become better or 
more prosperous; improve: The business is looking up. 
b. to search for, as an item of information, in a reference 
book or the like: [~ + obj + up): looking words up in 
the dictionary. [~ + up + obj): Don't look up every 
word. c. to seek out, esp. to visit: [~ + up + obj): to 
look up an old friend. [~ + obj + up): to look hin up 
next time. 25. look up to, [~ + up + to + obj) to re- 
gard with admiration or respect: A /ot of people look up 
to you, so don't let them down. —n. [count] 26. the act 
of looking: Have a look at these figures. 27. the way in 
which a person or thing appears; aspect: the look of an 
honest man. 28. fashion; style: the latest look in furni- 
ture. 29. looks, [plural] a. general aspect; appearance: 
We didn't like the looks of the place. b. physical appear- 
ance esp. when attractive: all looks and no brains. 
— Usage. See See. 

look-a-like (ld0k/a lik’) /lokə,layk/ n. [count] a person 
or thing that resembles another closely; a double. 

look/ing glass’, n. [count] a mirror. 

look-out (160k/out’) /‘luk,awt/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
looking out or keeping watch: kept a sharp lookout in 
case they came back. 2. a person or group keeping a 
watch: The lookouts were asleep. 3. a station or place 
from which a watch is kept. 4. a matter of care or con- 
cern: That problem's not my lookout. 

look/-see’, n. [count] Informal. a usually quick inspec- 
tion or survey; look: to have a /ook-see. 

loom’ (166m) /luwm/ n. [count] 1. a hand-operated or 
power-driven device for weaving fabrics. —v. [~ + obj) 
2. to weave (Something) on a loom. 

loom? (ldom) /luwm/ v. [no obj] 1. to come into view in 
indistinct and enlarged form: Suddenly the :mountain 
loomed over thein. 2. to assume form as an event about 
to happen: A battle loorns at the border. 

loon! (ldon) /luwn/ n. [count] a large, ducklike diving bird 
of the Northern Hemisphere. 

loon? (ladon) /luwn/ n. [count] a crazy or simple-minded 
person. 

loony or loon-ey (1d0/né) /‘luwniy/ adj., -er, -i-est, n., 
pl. -ies or -eys. Informal. —adj. 1. lunatic; insane. 2. ex- 
tremely foolish. —n. [count] 3. a lunatic. 

loon’y bin’, n. [count] Informal. an insane asylum. 

loop (loop) /luwp/ n. [count] 1. a portion of a cord, rib- 
bon, etc., folded or doubled upon itself so as to leave an 
opening between the parts. 2. anything shaped more or 
less like a loop. 3. INTRAUTERINE DEVICE. 4. the repeating 
of a set of instructions in a computer routine or program. 
5. the loop, a group or network of people who have in- 
side information or who are influential or powerful; inner 
circle: He was kept out of the loop on policy decisions. 
—v. 6. [~ + obj] to form into a loop: looping his shoe- 
laces. 7. to make or form a loop: [no obj]: The river 
loops around the two counties. (~ + obj]: The pilot 
looped her plane. ——Idiom. 8. throw or knock (some- 
one) for a loop, to overwhelm with surprise or confu- 
sion. 

loop-hole (loop’hdl’) /‘luwp,howl/ n. [count] 1. a narrow 
opening in the wall of a fort or protected area for looking 
through or firing weapons. 2. a means of escape or of 
avoiding something, esp. a means or opportunity of 
avoiding following a law, fulfilling a contract, etc.: /oop- 
holes in the tax code. 

loopy (ld0’pé) /'luwpiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. l. full of 
loops. 2. Slang. crazy; confused: loopy after a few drinks. 

loose (dds) /luws/ adj, loos-er, loos-est, adv., v., 
loosed, loos-ing. —adj. 1. free or released from being 
fastened or attached: a loose rope; a loose tooth. 2. free 
from confinement or restraint: The loose papers flew off 
his desk. 3. not fitting closely or tightly: a loose sweater. 
4. relaxed or limber in nature: to run with a loose, open 
stride. 5. not close or tight in structure or arrangement: 
a Cloth with a loose weave. 6. allowing freedom for inde- 
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pendent action: a loose federation of city-states. 7. not 
strict, exact, or precise: a loose interpretation of the law. 
8. unable to be held in check: a loose tongue. 9. sexu- 
ally immoral; dissolute: /oose living. —adv. 10. in a loose 
manner; loosely (often used in combination): /oose- 
fitting. —v. [~ + obj] 11. to let loose; set free: He 
loosed the animals from the house. 12. to unfasten: fo 
loose a boat fron its moorings. 13. to shoot; discharge; 
let fly: to loose missiles at the invaders. ——Idiom. 14. 
break loose, [no obj] to free oneself; escape: The circus 
animals broke loose. 15. cast loose, [~ + obj + loose] 
to unfasten; set adrift; free: He cast the boat loose. 16. 
cut loose, [no obj] to behave wildly; carouse: The team 
needed to cut loose after all that tension. 17. hang or 
stay loose, [10 obj] Informal. to remain relaxed and 
calm. 18. let loose, a. [~ + obj + loose] to free: The 
children were let loose to run around. b. [no obj) to 
yield; give way: The guardrail let loose and the bus 
plunged down the canyon. c. [no obj) to speak or act 
with unrestricted freedom: to let loose with a few swear- 
words. 19. on the loose, free; unconfined: Several es- 
caped convicts were on the loose. 20. turn or set loose, 
[~ + obj + loose] to free from confinement: turned the 
prisoners loose one by one. —\loose/ly, adv. —loose/’- 
ness, 1. (rroncount) 

loose’ end’, n. [count] 1. Usually, loose ends. [plural 
an unsettled or unfinished detail. —-Idiom. 2. at loose 
ends, in an uncertain or unsettled state: felt at loose 
ends with the family away. 

loose’-leaf’, adj. [before a noun] having individual 
pieces of paper held in a binder (loose/-leaf’ bind/er), 
as by rings that open and close, in such a way as to allow 
removal or replacement of a piece of paper without tear- 
ing. 

looseen (lo0’san) /‘luwson/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
less tight: [~ + obj]: to loosen a belt. [no obj): His grip 
loosened. 2. to (cause to) become less firmly fixed in 
place: [~ + obj]: She twisted the tooth, trying to loosen 
it. [no obj): The tooth loosened on its own. 3. [~ + obj) 
to unfasten or undo: He loosened the ropes. 4. [~ + 
obj) to relax in strictness: /oosening admission standards. 
5. loosen up, [No obj] to become less tense or formal; 
relax: His doctor advised him to loosen up a bit. 

loot (loot) /luwt/ n. [noncount] 1. money, goods, prop- 
erty, etc., taken by force during war. 2. anything taken by 
dishonesty or force: a burgiar’s loot. 3. Slang. money or 
gifts. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to take as loot: to loot a nation’s 
art treasures. 5. to take loot from (a place) in or as if in 
war: [~ + obj]: The rioters looted several stores. [no 
obj): Rioters were looting all night. —loot/er, n. (count) 

lop (lop) /lop/ v., lopped, lop-ping. 1. to cut off (a limb 
or part) from something: [~ + obj + off}: lopped the vil- 
lain’s head off. [~ + off + obj): lopped off a few 
branches. 2. to eliminate as unnecessary: [~ + off + 
obj]: We had to lop off pages of the report. [~ + obj + 
off}: We liad to lop them off. 

lope (ldp) /lowp/ v., loped, lop-ing, 1. —v. [no obj) 1. to 
move or run with bounding steps or with a long, easy 
stride. —n. [count] 2. the act of loping. 

lop-sid-ed (lop/si/did) /‘lop'saydid/ adj. heavier, larger, 
or more developed on one side than the other; unevenly 
balanced. —lop’sid’ed-ly, adv. —lop/sid’ed-ness, n. 
(noncomut] 

-loq-, root. -iog- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “speak; say.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CIRCUMLOCUTION, ELOQUENT, LOCUTION, LOQUA- 
CIOUS, SOLILOQUY. 

lo-qua-cious (15 kwa/shas) /low'kweyfas/ adj. talking or 
tending to talk much or freely; talkative; garrulous: a /o- 
guacious dinner guest. —lo-qua/cious-ness, lo-quac- 
ity (IO kwas/i tē) /low'kwiesitiy/ a. (noucount] See -Log-. 

lord (lord) /lord/ . 1. [count] a person who has author- 
ity, control, or power over others; master or ruler. 2. 
[count] a nobleman or peer. 3. [proper nown; Lord) (in 
Great Britain) a. the title of certain high officials: Lord 
Mayor of Loridori. b. the formally polite title of a bishop: 
Lord Bishop of Durliam. 4. [proper noun; Lord) the Su- 
preme Being; God. 5. [proper noun; Lord) Jesus Christ. 
—interj. 6. [often: Lord] This word is sometimes used to 
express surprise, delight, dismay, etc.: Lord, what a 
beautiful day! —v., Idiom. 7. lord it over, [~ + obj] to 
behave arrogantly toward (someone): to lord it over one’s 
friends witli oue’s new wealtli. 

lord-ly (lordlé) /‘lordliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. —adj. 1. 
suitable for or like a lord; grand. 2. arrogant; superior. 
—aadv. 3. in the manner of a lord. 

lord-ship (l6rd’ship) /‘lordfip/ u. 1. (courit; often: Your/ 
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His + Lordship] (in Great Britain) a term of respect used 
when speaking of or to judges or certain noblemen. 2. 
[noncount] the rank or dignity of a lord. 

Lord’s’ Prayer’ (prar) /preor/ n. [proper noun, the ~ 
the prayer given by Jesus to his disciples, beginning with 
the words Our Father. 

lore (lôr, lor) /lor, lowr/ n. [noncount]) the body of 
knowledge or learning, esp. of a traditional or popular 
nature, on a particular subject: nature lore. 

lor-gnette (lérn yet’) /lorn'yet/ n. [count] a pair of 
eyeglasses or opera glasses mounted on a handle. 

lorery (ldr’é, lor’é) /‘loriy, 'loriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 
Chiefly Brit. a large motor truck. 

lose (ld0z) /luwz/ v., lost (lôst, lost) /lost, Inst/ los-ing. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to come to be without, as through acci- 
dent: They lost all their belongings in the storm. 2. [~ + 
obj] to fail to keep, as by accident, usually temporarily: / 
just lost a dime under this sofa. 3. [~ + obj) to suffer 
the taking away of: to lose one’s job. 4. [not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj] to experience the death of (someone): 
He had just lost his wife to cancer. 5. [~ + obj) (of a 
physician) to fail to preserve the life of (a patient): The 
doctor lost a young patient. 6. [~ + obj] to fail to keep, 
preserve, or maintain: to lose a fortune by gambling. 7. 
[~ + obj] (of a timepiece) to run slower by: The watch 
loses three minutes a day. 8. to come to have less 
(money) than before: [~ + obj]: lost a miltion dollars on 
the deal. [no obj): We lost on that deal. 9. [~ + obj] to 
get rid of: to lose weight. 10. [~ + obj; usually: be + 
lost] to bring to destruction: Ship and crew were lost. 11. 
[~ + obj] to have (someone) slip from sight or aware- 
ness: The detective lost the man she was following. 12. 
[~ + obj] to stray from: to lose one’s way. 13. [~ + obj) 
to waste: We have lost enough time waiting. 14. [~ + 
obj) to fail to gain or win: He lost the bet. 15. to be de- 
feated (in): [~ + obj]: They lost four games in a row. [no 
obj): Our team lost again, 6-0. 16. to cause the loss of: 
[~ + obj + for + obj): The delay lost the battle for 
them. [~ + obj + obj): That delay lost them the battle. 
17. [~ + oneself] to allow (oneself) to be absorbed in 
something: / had lost myself in thought. 18. [~ + obj) 
a. to fail to hear, understand, comprehend, or see: /ve 
lost you; do you mind going over it again for me? b. to 
cause this to happen: Im afraid you've lost me; do you 
mind going over it one more time? 19. lose out, [no 
obj) to suffer defeat or loss: Our company lost out on the 
deal. —Idiom. 20. lose it, to fail to maintain one’s 
temper, composure, or control. —-Related Words. Lose 
is a verb, Lost is an adjective, Loss is a noun: / lost my 
keys. The lost sheep was found again. The company an- 
nounced a small loss for the computer division. 

loseer (ld0z/ar) /‘luwzar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that loses. 2. a person or thing who constantly loses, 
fails to perform well, or is unsuccessful. —Idiom. 3. 
born loser, [count] a person who always loses or is un- 
successful. 4. good (or bad) loser, [count] a person who 
takes defeat or failure in a positive (or negative) way, 
without (or with) complaining. 

loss (lds, los) /los, Ins/ n. 1. the act of losing possession 
of something: [noncount]: bearing the loss of property. 
[count]: a temporary loss of liearing. 2. [count] some- 
thing that is lost: suffered liuge losses in the market 
crash. 3. [count] the death of a person: to mourn the 
loss of a grandparent. 4. [count] a losing by defeat: An- 
other two losses and our team will be eliminated. 5. 
[noncomut] decrease: loss of engine speed. —Idiom. 6. 
at a loss, a. at less than cost: selling everything at a 
loss. b. in a State of bewilderment or uncertainty: l/m ata 
complete loss to understand what she’s doing. 7. dead 
loss, [cont] a completely useless or worthless person or 
thing: That decrepit old car is a dead loss. 

lost (ldst, lost) /lost, Inst/ adj. 1. [before a noun] no 
longer possessed: /ost friendships. 2. no longer to be 
found: fost articles. 3. unable to find one’s way: There 
are two lost children at the information booth. 4. not 
used to good purpose: a lost advantage. 5. not won: a 
lost prize. 6. followed by defeat: a Jost battle. 7. [be + 
~) preoccupied: He was lost in thouglit. 8. distraught; 
overwhelmed: the lost look of a nian trapped. 9. [be + 
~ + ou + obj] wasted: Your jokes were lost on him; he 
has no sense of humor. —v. 10. pt. and pp. of LOSE. 

Idiom. 11. get lost, [no obj] Slang. a. to leave, esp. 
so as to avoid trouble or conflict: Get lost; I'll take care of 
the boss. b. to stop being a nuisance: /f he calls again, 
tell him to get lost. 

lot (lot) /Int/ n. 1. [count] one of a set of objects, as 
straws or pebbles, drawn or thrown from a container to 
decide a question or choice by chance. 2. [noncount] the 
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casting or drawing of such objects: to choose a person 
by lot. 3. (count; usually singular] fate; fortune; destiny: 
Her lot was not a happy one. 4. [count] a distinct piece 
of land: a building lot. 5. [count] a distinct piece or par- 
cel, as of merchandise: The furniture was auctioned off in 
20 lots. ©. [nonconnt; the + ~; usually used with a plu- 
ral verb] the whole number or amount of things or per- 
sons: The whole lot of them are missing. 7. (count; usu- 
ally singular; usually: a + ~] kind; sort: That group's a 
bad lot. 8. [count] a great many: [a + ~ + of + plural 
noun): a lot of books. [lots + of + plural noun): She had 
lots of books. 9. [count] a great deal: [a + ~ + of + 
noncount noun): They had a lot of money. (lots + of + 
noncount noun): She had lots of inoney. —Idiom. 10. 
a lot, to a great degree; much: / feel a lot better. 11. 
draw or cast lots, to settle a question by the use of lots: 
They drew lots to decide. 

lo-tion (l0’shan) /‘lowfon/ n. a liquid preparation used 
for medicines and for protecting and soothing the skin: 
[noncount); Pour some lotion on your arms. [count]: lo- 
tions for dry skin. 

lot-ter-y (lot/a rē) /'Intoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ter-ies. 1. a 
gambling game or method of raising money in which a 
large number of tickets are sold and a drawing is held for 
prizes. 2. a drawing of lots. 3. something whose out- 
come appears to be determined by chance: Life is a lol- 
lery. 

lotto (lot/d) /‘Intow/ n. [count], pl. -tos. 1. a game of 
chance similar to bingo. 2. a lottery, esp. one operated 
by a state government. 

lo-tus (16/tas) /‘lowtos/ n., pl. -tus-es. 1. [count] a plant 
in Greek legend having a fruit that caused a state of 
dreamy and happy forgetfulness in those who ate it. 2. 
(noncount) the fruit of this plant. 3. [count] a plant of the 
water lily family having shieldlike leaves and showy, sin- 
gle flowers usually sticking out above the water. 

loud (loud) /lawd/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. marked 
by high volume of sound: /oud peals of thunder. 2. clam- 
orous; noisy: a loud party. 3. too brightly colored; osten- 
tatious: loud colors; a loud tie. —adv. 4. in a loud man- 
ner: loudly: Don't talk so loud. —-Idiom. 5. out loud, 
aloud; so as to be heard: spoke out loud. —loud/ly, adv. 
—loud/ness, n. [noncount] 

loud-mouth (loud’mouth’) /‘lawd,maw0@/ n. [count] a 
person who talks in a loud obnoxious manner. —loud/- 
mouthed’, adj. 

loud-speak-er (loud/spé/kar) /‘lawd,spiykor/ n. [count] 
a device that changes amplified electronic signals into 
sound. See illustration at TERMINAL. 

lounge (lounj) /lawnd3/ v., lounged, loung-ing, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to pass time lazily or in doing nothing. 2. to 
rest or lie down lazily; lean lazily; loll. —n. [count] 3. an 
often backless sofa having a headrest at one end. 4. a 
usually public room for relaxing or waiting: the VIP 
lounge at the airport. See illustration at HoTeL. 5. a sec- 
tion on a train, plane, or ship for socializing. 

loupe (loop) /luwp/ n. [count] a magnifying glass used by 
jewelers and watchmakers, esp. one designed to fit in the 
eye socket. 

louse (n. lous; v. also louz) / n. laws; v. ælsp lawz/ n., pl. 
lice (lis) for 1 lous-es for 2, v., loused, lous-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a small, flat, wingless insect with sucking 
mouthparts, that lives on humans and animals. 2. Slang. 
a mean, contemptible person. —v. 3. louse up, Slang. to 
fail to do successfully; botch: [~ + up + obj]: He loused 
up his opportunity. [~ + obj + up): It’s your big chance; 
don't louse it up. [no obj): He's going to louse up again. 

loussy (lou’zé) /‘lawziy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. infested with 
lice. 2. Informal. a. mean; contemptible: That was a 
lousy thing to do. b. wretchedly bad; miserable: /ousy 
weather. —-Idiom. 3. lousy with, [be + ~] Slang. well 
supplied with: is lousy with money. —lous:-i-ly (lou/za le) 
llawzoliy/ adv. —lous/ieness, n. [noncount] 

lout (lout) /lawt/ n. [count] a clumsy, bad-mannered, 
boorish person; an oaf. —lout/ish, adj. 

louever or louevre (ld0/var) /‘luwvor/ n. [count] 1. any 
of a series of narrow openings on a door or window, pro- 
duced by slanting, overlapping fins or slats of wood or 
glass, that can be adjusted for letting in light and air 
while shutting out rain. 2. a fin or slat from such an 
opening. —lou/vered, adj. 

lovable or loveea-ble (luv’/a bal) /'lavəbəl/ adj. of 
such a nature as to attract or deserve love. 

love (luv) /lav/ n., v., loved, lov-ing. —n. 1. [noncoung 
a deep, tender, passionate affection for another person, 
esp. when based on sexual attraction. 2. [noncount] a 
feeling of warm personal attachment or deep affection: a 
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mother’s love for her child; love of one’s country. 3. 
[count] a person toward whom love is felt: //e is the love 
of my life. 4. (count) a love affair. 5. [count] a strong en- 
thusiasm or liking: a love of books. 6. [count] the object 
of such liking or enthusiasm: The theater was her first 
love. 7. [noncount] a score of zero, as in tennis. —v. 8. 
[~ + obj] to have love or affection for: He loves her 
dearly. 9. to have a strong liking for: [~ + obj]: to love 
music. [~ + verb-ing]: She loves playing tennis. [~ + to 
+ verb]: They love to go camping. 10. (no obj) to feel 
the emotion of love: After the tragedy he felt he couldn't 
love again. —-Idiom. 11. in love (with), having or feel- 
ing deep affection or passion (for): [no obj]: I'm glad 
youre in love. [~ + obj): She's in love with me. 12. 
make love, [no obj] to have sexual relations. —love/- 
less, adj. 

loveebird (luv/biird’) /‘lav,bard/ n. [count] 1. a small 
parrot of Africa, Known for the affection shown between 
mates. 2. lovebirds, [plural] a pair of lovers. 

loveslorn (luv/l6rn/) /‘lav,lorn/ adj. being without love or 
a lover. 

lovecly (luv/lé) /lavliy/ adj., -li-er, -livest. 1. having a 
beauty that appeals to the heart or mind as well as to the 
eye; charmingly or gracefully beautiful: The bride looks 
lovely. 2. highly pleasing; delightful: We had a lovely 
time. —love/lieness, n. [noncount) 

loveemak-ing (luv/ma/king) /‘lav,meykin/ n. [noncount) 
sexual activity. 

loveer (luv/ar) /‘lavor/ n. [count] 1. a person who is in 
love with another. 2. a person who has a sexual or ro- 
mantic relationship with another. 3. a devotee of some- 
thing: a music lover. 

love’ seat’, n. (count) a chair or small sofa for two 
persons. 

love-sick (luv/sik’) /‘lav,sik/ adj. filled with longing for 
one's beloved: a lovesick adolescent. 

loveing (luv/ing) /‘lavin/ adj. warmly affectionate: He 
gave his child a loving embrace. —lov/ingsly, adv. 

low’ (16) /low/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. situ- 
ated, placed, or occurring not far above the ground, 
floor, or base: a low shelf that the baby could reach. 2. 
of small extent upward: a low fence that he could jump 
over easily. 3. not far above the horizon; not high in the 
sky: The moon was low in the sky. 4. lying below the 
general level: fow, marshy ground. 5. bending down- 
ward; deep: He gave a low bow. 6. aimed down; held or 
pointed down: His head was low in prayer. 7. leaving 
much of the upper part of the chest bare: a low neckline. 
8. of less than average or normal height or depth: The 
river is low. 9. ranked near the beginning or bottom on a 
scale of measurement: a low income bracket. 10. most 
discouraging: a low point in life. 11. [be + ~] depressed 
or dejected: feeling low. 12. of or having a small num- 
ber, amount, degree, force, or intensity (sometimes used 
in combination): low visibility; a low-cholesterol diet. 13. 
soft: subdued; not loud: a fow murmur. 14. deep in 
pitch: a low voice. 15. disapproving; disliking: had a low 
opinion of the book. 16. near the bottom in rank or sta- 
tus: of low birth. 17. of inferior quality: a low grade of 
fabric. 18. relating to the gear transmission ratio at 
which the drive shaft moves at the slowest speed when 
compared to the speed of the engine crankshaft; first: 
Put the car in low gear. —adv. 19. in or to a low position, 
point, or degree: The plane flew low. 20. in or to a con- 
dition of being used up: Were running low on fuel. —n. 
21. [count] something that is low; a low or the lowest 
point, place, or level: recent lows in the stock market. 
22. [noncount) a low transmission gear: Put the car in 
low. 23. [count] a low-pressure system in the atmos- 
phere: a low over the Caribbean. —Idiom. 24. lay low, 
a. (lay + obj + ~] to overpower or kill: fo lay one’s al- 
tackers low. b. [lay + obj + ~) to knock down: He laid 
his opponent low with one punch. c. [no obj) Informal. 
to lie low: We were laying low, waiting for our chance. 
25. lie low, [no obj] a. to hide oneself. b. to wait quietly 
before acting: The guerrillas were lying low, waiting to at- 
tack. —low/ness, n. [noncount) 

low? (I5) /low/ v. [no obj] 1. to make the deep sound of 
cattle; moo. —n. [count] 2. the act or the sound of low- 
ing. 

low-brow (l6/brou’) /‘low,braw/ n. [count] 1. a person 
with little interest in matters of intellect or culture. —adj. 
2. of or being a lowbrow. See HIGHBROW. 

low-cal (ld/kal’, -kal’) /'low'kæl, -,kal/ adj. containing 
fewer calories than usual or standard: a low-cal diet; a 
low-cal beverage. 

low-down (n. 16/doun/; adj. -doun/) / n. 'low,dawn: adj. 
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-'dawn/ n. (Count; usually singular; the + ~) 1. the real 
and plain facts or the truth: Give me the lowdown on the 
situation. —adj. 2. [before a noun] contemptible; base; 
mean: an awful, lowdown trick. 3. funky? (def. 1). 
low-er’ (ld/ar) /‘lowor/ v. 1. to (cause to) descend; 

(cause to) be let or put down: [~ + obj): to lower a flag. 
[no obj): The sun lowered in the west. 2. to (cause to) 
become lower in height or level: [~ + obj]: to lower the 
water in a Canal. [no obj): The water level lowered. 3. {~ 
+ obj} to reduce in amount, price, degree, or force: 
lowered the amount of salt in our diet. 4. to make or be- 
come less loud or lower in pitch: [~ + obj]: He lowered 
his voice. [no obj): Her voice lowered and she spoke 
softly in my ear. 5. [~ + obj] to bring down in rank or 
Status: wouldn't lower himself to beg. —adj. 6. compara- 
tive of tow'. 7. [before a noun] of or relating to the parts 
of a river farthest from the source: the lower Mississippi. 
—low’er-most’, adj. 

low-er? (lou’ar) /‘lawor/ v. [no obj] to be dark and 
threatening: The sky lowered just before the storm. 

low-er-case (l0/ar kas’) /‘lowor'keys/ adj. 1. (of an al- 
phabetical letter) of a particular form often different from 

and smaller than its corresponding capital letter, as a, b, 
q, r. —n. (noncount] 2. a lowercase letter: written in low- 
ercase. 

low’er class’ (l0/ar) /‘lowar/ n. [count] a class of peo- 
ple below the middle class in social standing and usually 
having low income and lacking education. —low/er- 
class’, adj. 

low’est com/mon denominator, n. [count] 1. the 
smallest number that is a common denominator of a cer- 
tain group of fractions. 2. something understood by or 
acceptable to the largest number of people. 

low’-key’ or low’-keyed/, adj. of reduced strength, 
amount, power, or intensity; restrained: a low-key recep- 
tion. 

low-land (ld/land) /‘lowlond/ n. [noncount] 1. land that 
is low or level in comparison with the nearby country. 
—adj. (before a noun) 2. of, relating to, or characteristic 
of a lowland or lowlands. 

low-life (I0/lif”) /‘low,layf/ n. [count], pl. -lifes. a con- 
temptible or disreputable person. 

lowsly (16/1) /‘lowliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, adv. —adj. 1. 
humble in status or condition; simple: a lowly cottage. 2. 
humble in attitude or behavior; meek. —adv. 3. in a low 
position, manner, or degree. —low/lieness, n. {non- 
count) 

low’-mind/’ed, adj. having or showing coarse or vulgar 
taste or interests. 

low’ pro/file, n. [count] a deliberately inconspicuous, 
quiet, Or anonymous way of behaving: After his last big 
mistake, he kept a low profile around the office. 

low/-rise’, adj. [before a noun] 1. having few floors and 

usually no elevator: low-rise apartment buildings. —n. 
[count] 2. a low-rise building. 

low/-spir/ited, adj. depressed; saddened; dejected. 

low’ tide’, n. [noncount] the tide at the point where the 
sea is at its lowest. 

lox (loks) /Inks/ n. [noncount] smoked salmon. 

loy-al (loi%al) /'ləyəl/ adj. 1. faithful to one’s government 
or one’s country: a loyal subject. 2. faithful to one’s oath 
or obligations: /oyal to a vow. 3. faithful to a person or 
thing thought to deserve it: a loyal friend. —loy/al-ly, 
adv. 

loy-al-ist (loi’a list) /‘loyalist/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
remains loyal, esp. to a king, queen, or government. 2. 
[Sometimes: Loyalist] a person who remained loyal to the 
British during the American Revolution. 

loy-al-ty (loial tē) /‘loyaltiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] 
the state or condition of being loyal or faithful. 2. [court] 
an instance of faithfulness: felt a loyalty to old friends. 

loz-enge (loz/inj) /Inzind3/ n. [count] a small flavored 
tablet made from sugar or syrup and often containing 
medication: throat lozenges. 

LP, n. [count], pl. LPs, LP's. a long-playing record. 

LPG, an abbreviation of: liquefied petroleum gas. 

LPN, an abbreviation of: licensed practical nurse. 

LR, an abbreviation of: living room. 

LSD, n. [(noncount] lysergic acid diethylamide: a drug 
that produces temporary hallucinations and a psychotic 
state. 

Lt., an abbreviation of: lieutenant. 

It., an abbreviation of: light. 

Ltd. or Itd., an abbreviation of: liniited. 
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lusau (ld0%ou) /‘luwaw/ n. [count], pl. -aus. an outdoor 
feast of Hawaiian food. 

lub-ber (lub/ar) /‘labor/ n. [count] 1. a big, clumsy per- 
son. 2. an awkward or unskilled sailor. 

lube (lo6b) /luwb/ n. Informal. 1. [noncount] lubricant. 2. 
[count] an application of a lubricant to a vehicle: The car 
needs a lube. 

luebriecant (loo’bri kant) /‘luwbrikont/ n. 1. a sub- 
stance, as oil or grease, for lessening friction, esp. in the 
working parts of a mechanism: [count]: Lubricants loos- 
ened the jammed gears. (noncount): A little lubricant 
loosened the gears. 2. [count] something that increases 
ease of functioning: alcohol as a social lubricant. —adj. 
3. capable of or used in lubricating. 

luebriecate (ld0/bri kat’) /‘luwbri,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to apply an oily or greasy substance 
to (something) in order to reduce friction; make slippery: 
lubricated the gears. 2. to cause to run smoother; ease: 
to lubricate relations between enemies. 3. Slang. to pro- 
vide with liquor: They lubricated their guests with gin. 
—lusbri-castion (lõō/bri ka’shan) /luwbri'keyfon/ n. 
(noncount] —lu/bri-ca/tor, n. [count] 

-luc-, root. -luc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “light.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ELUCIDATE, LUCID, LUCITE, LUCUBRATE, PELLUCID, TRANSLUCENT. 

lucid (100/sid) /‘luwsid/ adj. 1. easily understood; intelli- 
gible: a /ucid explanation. 2. rational; sane: a few lucid 
moments in his madness. 3. glowing with light. —lu-cid- 
isty (lOO sid/i tē) /luw'siditiy/ lu%cid-ness, n. (noncount] 
—lu/cid-ly, adv. See -tuc-. 

Lu-cite (ld0/sit) /‘luwsayt/ Trademark. [noncount] a 
transparent or translucent plastic. See -tuc-. 

luck (luk) /lak/ n. [noncount] 1. the force that seems to 
operate for good or ill in a person’s life: success that 
owes a lot to luck. 2. good fortune; success: He had no 
luck finding work. —v. Informal. 3. \uck into or onto, [~ 
+ obj) to meet or obtain through accidental good for- 
tune: He just lucked into the job. 4. luck out, [no obj) to 
have an occasion of very good luck; be lucky: You really 
lucked out when you found that ten-dollar bill. —Idiom. 
5. down on one’s luck, in unfortunate circumstances. 6. 
in luck, lucky; fortunate: You're in Iuck—you won the lot- 
tery. 7. out of luck, unlucky; unfortunate: You're out of 
luck; the boss isn't in. 8. push or crowd one’s luck, to 
threaten one’s success by taking further risks; go too far. 
—luck/less, adj. 

lucksy (luk/é) /'lakiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. having good 
luck; fortunate: That was my lucky day. 2. happening by 
good fortune: a lucky accident. 3. believed to bring good 
luck: @ lucky penny. —luck-iely (luk/a lē) /'lakoliy/ adv. 
—luck/i-ness, n. [(noncount] 

luecrastive (ld0/kra tiv) /‘luwkrativ/ adj. profitable; mak- 
ing money or a profit: a lucrative business. —lu/crae 
tive-ly, adv. —lu’cra-tive-ness, n. (noncount] 

luecre (l00/kar) /‘luwkor/ n. [noncount) monetary reward 
or gain; money. 

luecuebrate (ld0/kyd0 brat’) /‘luwkyu,breyt/ v. [no obj), 
-brat-ed, -brat-ing. to study hard and for long hours. 
—lu-curbra-tion (l60’kyd0 bra’shan) /,luwkyu'breyfan/ n. 
{noncount] See -Luc-. 

-lud-, root. -lud- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to play.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ALLUDE, ALLUSION, COLLUDE, COLLUSION, DELUDE, DELUSION, 
ELUDE, ELUSIVE, ILLUSION, ILLUSORY, INTERLUDE, LUDICROUS, 
PRELUDE. 

Lud-dite (lud/it) /‘ladayt/ n. [count] 1. a member of any 
of various bands of workers in England (1811-16) who 
destroyed industrial machinery in the belief that its use 
reduced the number of jobs. 2. any opponent of new 
technologies or of technological change. 

luediscrous (ld0/di kras) /‘luwdikras/ adj. causing or de- 
serving laughter because of being absurd; ridiculous; 
laughable: a ludicrous failure. —\lu/diecrous+ly, adv. 
—lu/di-crous-ness, n. [noncount) See -Luo-. 

lug’ (lug) /lag/ v., lugged, lug-ging, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to pull or carry with effort or difficulty: lugging heavy 
rocks. 2. [no obj] (of an engine or machine) to jerk, hesi- 
tate, or strain. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of lug- 
ging. 

lug? (lug) /lag/ n. [count] 1. a projecting piece by which 
anything is held or supported. 2. Slang. an awkward fel- 
low. 

luggage (lug/ij) /‘lagid3/ n. [noncount] suitcases, 
trunks, etc.; baggage: He had five pieces of luggage. See 
illustration at HOTEL. 

lu-gu-brisous (160 goo/bré əs, -gy507-) /lo'guwbriyds, 
-'gyuw-/ adj. mournful, dismal, or gloomy, esp. in an ex- 
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aggerated manner: /ugubrious songs of lost love. —lue 
gu/bri-ous-ly, adv. —lu-gu/bri-ous-ness, n. (noncoirt] 

lukewarm (look/wérm/) /‘luwk'worm/ adj. 1. moder- 
ately warm; tepid: Inkewarm water. 2. having or express- 
ing little interest or enthusiasm: a lukewarm greeting. 
—luke’warm/ly, adv. —luke/warm/ness, n. (norncourt] 

lull (lul) /lal/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to put to sleep or rest by 
soothing means: to lull a child to sleep with singing. 2. 
[~ + obj] to soothe or make quiet: /ulled his fears. 3. 
[70 Obj) to quiet down; let up; subside: furious activity 
that finally lulled. —n. (count; usually singular] 4. a tem- 
porary calm or stillness: a full in a storm. —lull/ingely, 
adv. 

lullaby (lul’a bi’) /lalə,bay/ n. [count], pl. -bies. a 
song used to lull a child to sleep. 

lum-ba-go (lum bā/gō) /lam'beygow/ n. [noncount) pain 
in the lower, side region of the back. 

lum-bar (lum/bar, -bar) /‘lambar, -bar/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to the loin or loins. 

lum-ber’ (lum/bar) /'lambər/ n. [noncount] timber or 
wood from a tree sawed or split into planks, boards, etc. 
—lum/ber-er, n. [count] —lum/ber-man, n. [count], pl. 
-men. 

lum.ber? (lum/bar) /'lambər/ v. [no obj] to move clum- 
sily or heavily, esp. from great weight or size: The huge 
truck hımbered onto the highway. 

lum-ber-jack (lum/bər jak’) /'lambər,d3æk/ n. [count] a 
person who works at cutting down trees; logger. 

lum-ber-yard (lum/ber yard’) /lambər,yard/ n. [count] 
a yard where lumber is stored for sale. 

luemienarey (loo’ma ner/’é) /‘luwma,nerty/ n. [count], pl. 
-ar-ies. 1. a luminous heavenly body, as the sun. 2. a 
person who has gained fame and importance. 

luemienes-cence (ld0’ma_ nes/ans) /luwmə'nesəns/ n. 
{noncount] 1. the giving off of light not caused by some- 
thing burning, occurring at a temperature below that of 
burning. 2. the light produced in this way. —lu/mi-nes/- 
cent, adj. 

luemienous (l55/mə nas) /‘luwmonas/ adj. 1. radiating or 
reflecting light; shining; bright: /urinous eyes. 2. clear; 
enlightening: a luminous explanation. —luemisenosei-ty 
(loo/ma nosi tē) /,luwma'nosrtiy/ n. (noncount] —lu/mi- 
nous-ly, adv. 

lum-emox (lum/aks) /‘lamoks/ n. [count] a clumsy per- 
son. 

lump! (lump) /lamp/ n. [count] 1. a piece or mass of 
solid matter without regular shape: a lump of coal. 2. a 
swelling: A blow to his head raised a lump there. 3. In- 
formal. a clumsy, dull person. —adj. [before a noun] 4. 
not divided or separated: to pay a debt in a lump sum. 
—v. 5. to (cause to) be united into one collection or 
mass: [~ + obj + together]: We lumped the red and 
blue marbles together. [~ + together + obj): We 
lumped together the red and blue marbles. [~ + to- 
gether): The red blood cells himped together. 6. to deal 
with, consider, etc., in a lump or mass: [~ + together + 
obj): to lump together unrelated matters. [~ + obj + to- 
gether): lumps unrelated matters together. 7. (no obj] to 
move heavily and awkwardly: The heavy tanks himped 
along. —Idiom. 8. get or take one’s lumps, to re- 
ceive or endure hardship, punishment, criticism, etc. 
—lump/ieness, n. [noncount) —lump/ish, adj. 
—lump’/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

lump? (lump) /lamp/ v. [~ + obj) Informal. to put up 
with; accept and endure: /f you don't like it, you can 
hump it. 

lusenascy (lod’na sé) /‘luwnasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [non- 
count) insanity; mental disorder. 2. extreme foolishness 
or an instance of it: [noncount]: The decision to resign 
was Sheer lunacy. [count]: sick of their hinacies. 

luenar (ld6’%nar) /‘luwnar/ adj. [before a noun] of or re- 
lating to the moon: /unar orbit; a lunar month. 

luenastic (lo0/na tik) /luwnoatik/ n. [count] 1. an insane 
person. 2. a person who is extremely foolish or who 
takes dangerous, unnecessary chances. —adj. 3. insane; 
crazy. 4. wildly or dangerously foolish. 5. designated for 
or used by the insane: a /unatic asylum. 

lu/natic fringe’, n. [coun] members on the outer 
edges of any group, as in politics or religion, who hold 
extreme or fanatical views. 

lunch (lunch) /lantf/ n. 1. a light midday meal between 
breakfast and dinner; luncheon: [count]: a lunch of sand- 
wiches. [noncount]: went out for lunch. —v. {no obj) 2. 
to eat lunch. —Jdiom. 3. out to lunch, Slang. in a 
daze; not attentive or aware. 

lunch-eon (lun’chen) /‘lantfan/ n. [count] lunch, esp. 
one that is formal: a political hincheon. 


lukewarm to luxuriant 


lunch-eon-ette (lun/cho net’) /lantfo'net/ n. (count) a 
small restaurant where light meals are served; lunch 
counter. 

lunch’eon meat’, n. any of various sausages or 
molded loaf meats, usually sliced and served cold, as in 
sandwiches: [noncount]: buying some luncheon meat. 
[count]: different hincheon meats. 

lunchroom (lunch/room/, -r6om/) /'lantf,ruwm, -,rum/ 
n. [count] a room, as in a school or workplace, where 
light meals or snacks can be bought or where food 
brought from home may be eaten. 

lung (lung) /lan/ n. [count] either of the two saclike or- 
gans used for breathing in the chest of humans and air- 
breathing animals. 

lunge (lunj) /land3/ n., v., lunged, lung-ing. —n. [count] 
l. a sudden forward thrust, as with a sword or knife; 
stab. —v. [no obj] 2. to make a lunge or thrust; move 
with a lunge: He lunged for the knife but missed it. 

lunk-head (lungk/hed’) /‘lank,hed/ n. [count] Slang. a 
dull or stupid person; blockhead. Also called lunk (lungk) 
Aagk/. 

luspus (ld0’pas) /‘luwpas/ n. [noncount] any of several 
diseases characterized by skin eruptions or inflammation. 

lurch! (ldrch) /lartf/ n. [count] 1. an act or instance of 
swaying abruptly; a sudden tip or roll to one side, as of a 
ship or a person losing his or her balance. —v. [no obj) 
2. (of a ship) to roll or pitch suddenly: The ship lurched 
in the storm. 3. to stagger or sway: He lurched out of the 
bar. 

lurch? (larch) /lartf/ n. —Idiom. leave (someone) in 
the lurch, to leave behind or desert (someone) when 
help is needed most: He /eft his family in the lurch and 
took off with his secretary. 

lure (ld6r) /lur/ n., v., lured, lureing. —n. [count] 1. any- 
thing that attracts or tempts: the lure of the big city. 2. a 
live or esp. plastic or metal object used as bait in fishing 
or trapping. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to attract or tempt: Can we 
lure you away from your present job? 

luerid (1d0r/id) /‘lurid/ adj. 1. shocking; gruesome: the 
lurid details of the accident. 2. shining with an unnatural, 
fiery glow: a lurid sunset. —lu/rid-ly, adv. —lu/rid-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

lurk (lûrk) /Iark/ v. [no obj] 1. to lie or wait in hiding: 
lurked in the bushes waiting to pounce. 2. to exist with- 
out being seen, suspected, or detected: We didn’t see the 
dangers that lurked in our experiments. 

lus-cious (lush’as) /‘lafas/ adj. 1. highly pleasing to the 
taste or smell: sweet, hiscious peaches. 2. richly satisfy- 
ing to the senses or the mind: the luscious style of his 
poetry. 3. sexually attractive: a luscious body. —lus/- 
cious-ly, adv. —lus’cious-ness, n. [noncount] 

lush’ (lush) /laf/ adj., -er, -est. 1. (of plants, vegetation, 
etc.) growing in great number or amount: lush grass in 
the meadow. 2. showing or having an abundant supply 
of riches, wealth, comfort, or luxury: a lush life. —lush/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

lush? (lush) /laf/ n. [count] Slang. a drunkard. 

lust (lust) /last/ n. 1. [noncount] very strong sexual de- 
sire or appetite. 2. [noncount] a passionate or over- 
whelming desire or craving: lust for power. 3. {count 
strong enthusiasm; zest; relish: a lust for life. —v. 4. [no 
obj) to have intense sexual desire: He lusted in his heart 
for her. 5.[~ + forfaRer + obj] to have a strong wish or 
desire: He lusted for power. —lust/ful, adj. —lust/ful- 
ly, adv. 

luseter (lus/tar) /‘lastar/ n. [noncount] 1. the state or 
quality of shining by reflecting light: the luster of satin. 2. 
radiant brightness; brilliance; radiance: the uster in her 
eyes. 3. distinction; glory: achievements that add hister 
to one’s name. Also, esp. Brit., lustre. —lus/ter-less, 
adj. 

lus-trous (lus/tras) /‘lastras/ adj. 1. having luster; shin- 
ing: /ustrous hair. 2. illustrious: a histrous career. 

lust-y (lus/té) /‘lastiy/ adj., -iser, -ivest. full of energy: 
hearty: a lusty enthusiasm. —lust-iely (lus/tl ē) /‘lastliy/ 
adv.: singing lustily. —\ust/ieness, n. Lnoncount) 

lute (loot) /luwt/ n. [count] a musical instrument with 
Strings, a long neck with frets, and a hollow, typically 
pear-shaped body. 

Lux-em-bourgrer (luk’sam bir/gar) /Iaksam,bargar/ n. 
[count] a person born or living in Luxembourg. 
Lux-em-bourg-i-an (luk’sam bir/jé an, luk’/sam bûr/- 
jé an) /“laksam,bard3iyan, ,laksam'bard3iyan/ adj. of or 
relating to Luxembourg. 

lux-urrieant (lug zhdor7é ant, luk shddr’-) /lag'3zuriyant, 
lak'for-/ adj. 1. showing a great amount of growth or 
growing things, as vegetation; lush. 2. producing abun- 
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dantly, as soil; fertile. 3. rich or great in amount; abun- 
dant. —lux-u/rieance, n. (roncount) —lux-u/rieant-ly, 
adv. 

lux-ureri-ate (lug zhōór/e at’, luk shddr/-) /lag'3uriy,cyt, 
lak'for-/ v. [no obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to enjoy oneself 
without holding back; indulge in luxury. 2. to grow fully; 
thrive. 3. to take great delight: /uxunated in the warm 
bath. 

lux-urricous (lug zhdor7é əs, luk shddr’-) /lag'3oriyəs, 
lak'for-/ adj. 1. characterized by luxury: a luxurious ho- 
tel. 2. given or inclined to luxury: luxurious tastes. 3. of 
the richest or finest quality: /uxurious shampoos. —lux: 
u/ricousely, adv. —lux-u/ri-ous-ness, n. (noncount) 

lux-uery (luk/sha rē, lug/zha-) /‘lakforiy, ‘lag3a-/ n., pl. 
-ries, adj. —n. 1. [count] a material object, service, etc., 
that brings physical comfort or rich living, but is not a ne- 
cessity of life: swimming pool, tennis court, and other 
luxuries. 2. [noncount] indulgence in the comforts and 
pleasures provided by such things: a taste for luxury. 3. 
(count; usually singular; usually: the + ~ + of] a means 
of using such pleasure or comfort: This travel plan gives 
you the luxury of choosing which countries you can visit. 
4. [count; usually singular; the + ~ + of): a foolish or 
worthless form of giving in to one’s desires: We cannot 
afford the luxury of self-pity. —adj. [before a noun] 5. of, 
relating to, or providing luxury: a luxury hotel. 

-ly, suffix. 1. -ly is attached to adjectives to form adverbs: 
glad + -ly ~ gladly; gradual + -ly ~ gradually. 2. -ly is 
also attached to nouns that refer to units of time, to form 
adjectives and adverbs with the meaning “at or for every 
(such unit of time)’: four + -ly 7 hourly (= at every 
hour); day + -ly ~ daily (= on or for every day). 3. -ly is 
also attached to nouns to form adjectives with the mean- 
ing “like (the noun mentioned):” saint + -ly ~ saintly; 
coward + -ly ~ cowardly. 

ly-ce-um (li sé%am) /lay'siyom/ n. [count] 1. an institu- 
tion for popular education, providing discussions, lec- 
tures, concerts, etc. 2. a building for such activities. 

lye (li) /lay/ n. [noncount] a substance used for washing 
and for making soap. 

lysing’ (lizing) /‘layin/ n. [noncount] the telling of lies. 

ly-ing? (ling) /‘layin/ v. pres. part. of Lie’. 
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ly/ing-in’, n., pl. ly-ings-in, ly-ing-ins, adj. —n. [non- 
count) 1. the act or state of a woman staying in a bed 
awaiting birth of her child. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of, 
relating to, or providing facilities for childbirth: a lying-in 
hospital. 

Lyme’ disease’ (lim) /laym/ n. [noncount] a serious, 
recurrent disease characterized by pains in the joints, fa- 
tigue, and sometimes problems in the nervous system, 
caused by a microorganism carried by a tick. 

lymph (limf) /lımf/ n. [noncount) a clear, yellowish fluid 
in the blood that contains special blood cells that fight in- 
fection. 

lym-phat:ic (lim fat/ik) /lim'fatik/ adj. of, relating to, 
containing, or carrying lymph. 

lym-pho-ma (lim fō/mə) /lim'fowmoa/ n. [count], pl. 
-mas, -marta (-mə ta) /-moto/. a tumor in any of the ar- 
eas where lymph is made or stored in the body. 

lynch (linch) /lintf/ v. [~ + obj] to put to death, esp. by 
hanging, by the action of a mob that does not have legal 
authority. —lynch/er, n. [count] 

lynx (lingks) /links/ n. [count], pl. lynx-es, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) lynx. a wildcat having long limbs, 
a short tail, and usually tufted ears. 

lyre (lr) /lay®r/ n. [count] a small harplike musical in- 
strument of ancient Greece. 

lyreic (lirik) /‘lirik/ adj. Also, lyrical. 1. (of a poem) 
having the general effect of a song, esp. in expressing 
emotions. 2. characterized by or expressing strong, 
spontaneous feeling: lyric writing. —n. [count] 3. a lyric 
poem. 4. Usually, lyrics. (plural the words of a song. 
—lyr/i-calely, adv. 

lyrsiecist (lir’a sist) /‘lirasist/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
writes the lyrics for songs. 2. a lyric poet. —lyr/iecism, 
n. (noncount) 

-lys-, root. -lys- comes from Greek and Latin, where it 
has the meaning “to break down, loosen, dissolve.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ANALYSIS, ANALYTIC, 
CATALYST, DIALYSIS, ELECTROLYSIS, ELECTROLYTE, PALSY, PA- 
RALYSIS, PARALYTIC. 

ly-ser’gic ac/id di-eth-yl-am/ide (li stir/jik, li-; di- 
eth’a lam/id, -eth’a la mid’) /lay'ssrd3ik, It; 
day £ĝo'læxmayd, -'e80lo,mayd/ n. [noncount] See LSD. 


M, m (em) /em/ n. [count], pt Ms or M's, ms or m's. 
the 13th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

M, an abbreviation of: 1. mach. 2. married. 3. medium. 
4. meqa-. 

M, Symbol. 1. the 13th in order or in a series. 2. the 
Roman numeral for 1000. 

m, an abbreviation of: 1. mass. 2. medium. 3. meter. 4. 
middle. 

M., an abbreviation of: 1. majesty. 2. measure. 3. medi- 
cine. 4. medium. 5. meridian. 6. Monday. 7. pi.. MM. 
messieurs. 

m., an abbreviation of: 1. male. 2. married. 3. mascu- 
line. 4. Physics. mass. 5. medium. 6. Latin meridiés 
noon. 7. meter. 8. middle. 9. mile. 10. minute. 11. 
morning. 

ma (mä) /ma/ n. (count), pi. mas. mother. 

MA, an abbreviation of: Massachusetts. 

M.A., an abbreviation of: Master of Arts. 

ma'am (mam, mam; unstressed mam) /mæm, mam; un- 
Stressed məm n. (often: Ma‘arn] mapam (def. 1). 

ma-casbre (ma kä/brə, -kab’) /mo'kabro, -'kab/ adj. 
gruesome; ghastly, esp. relating to death: eerie, rnacabre 
tales of violence. 

ma-*caque (mə kak’, -kak’) /ma'kivk, -'kak/ n. [count] a 
monkey, chiefly of Asia, having cheek pouches. 

macearroeni (mak’a ro/né) /,mwko'rowniy/ n., [non- 
count), pl. -nis, -nies. a kind of tube-shaped pasta made 
of wheat flour. 

macearroon (maka roon’) /ımæko'ruwn/ n. (count) a 
cookie made of beaten egg whites, sugar, and almond 
paste. 

macaw (mə k0/) /mo'ko/ n. (count) an extremely large, 
long-tailed parrot of the tropics. 

mace’ (mas) /mcys/ n. [count] 1. a clublike weapon, of- 
ten with a spiked metal head. 2. a ceremonial staff that 
symbolizes the office of an official, used in processions. 

mace? (mas) /meys/ n. [noncount] a spice made from 
the inner husk of the nutmeg. 

Mace (mas) /meys/ Trademark. Maced, Mac-ing. (non- 
count) 1. a chemical spray that causes severe eye irrita- 
tion, used against rioters or an attacker. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. (sometimes: mace] to spray with Mace: He maced his 
assailant. 

mach or Mach (mok) /mok/ n. (moncount] the speed of 
an aircraft in relation to the speed of sound: The plane 
flew at Mach 3, three times the speed of sound. 

ma-chet-e (mə shet/é, -chet/é) /moa'fetiy, -'tfetiy/ n. 
[count], pi. -chet-es. a heavy swordlike knife used as a 
cutting tool in farming: fo hack through the grasses with 
a machete. 

Machvi-a-vel-lican (mak/é ə vel/é an) //mækiyə'veliyən/ 
adj. characterized by dishonesty, trickery, cunning, or 
lies: the Machiavelfian way he won the nomination and 
destroyed his opponent. Sometimes, Mach/i-a-vel/i-an. 

macheienastion (mak’a na/shan) /,meko'neyfon/ n. 
[count] Usually, machinations. [plural] a crafty, clever 
course of action to gain power; an intrigue: his 
machinations to win the election. See -MECH-. 

ma-chine (mə shén/) /mo'fiyn/ n, v, -chined, -chin- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. an apparatus made of connected 
parts having separate functions, used to accomplish 
work: a sewing machine. 2. a device that carries, sends, 
or changes force or motion, such as a lever, pulley, or in- 
clined plane. 3. any of various devices that dispense 
things: a vending machine for hot coffee or tea. 4. a 
group of persons that controls a political party: the Derm- 
ocratic party machine. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to make or fin- 
ish with a machine: to machine the parts so they fitted 
together. See -MECH-. 

machine’ gun’, n. [count] a firearm capable of shoot- 
ing a continuous stream of bullets. 

ma-chin-ersy (mə shé/na rē) /mə'fiynəriy/ n. (non- 
count) 1. a collection of machines: the machinery hum- 
ming along in the factory. 2. the parts of a machine 
thought of as a group. 3. a system that obtains results: 
the criminal justice machinery. See -MECH-. 

ma:-chineist (ma shé@nist) /mo'fiynist/ n. [count] one 
who operates, makes, or repairs machines. 

ma-chisemo (ma chéz/mo, mə chiz/-) /ma'tfiyzmow, 
moa'tfiz-/ n. [moncount] an exaggerated sense of manli- 
ness: a cowboy full of machismo. 

ma-cho (ma/cho) /'matfow/ adj. 1. having or showing 
machismo: had to display a macho attitude. —n. (non- 
count) 2. MACHISMO. 

mack-er-el (mak/ar al, mak/ral) /‘maxkorol, 'mækrəl/ n., 


pl. (esp. when thought of as a group) -el, (esp. for kinds 
or species) -els. a food fish of the N Atlantic. 
mack-i-naw (mak/a no’) /'‘mwxko,no/ n. [count] a short, 
double-breasted coat of woolen material. 
mackein-tosh or mac-in-tosh (makin 
/makin,tof/ n. (count) Chiefly Brit. RAINCOAT. 
mac-ra-mé or mac-rasme (mak/ra ma’) /'mækra,mey/ 
n. [noncount) 1. Also called mac’ramé lace’. lacelike 
webbing made of cord tied in knots. 2. the technique of 
producing macramé. 
macro-, prefix. macro- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “large (or long), esp. in comparison with 
others of its kind.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: MACROBIOTIC, MACROCOSM, MACRON. Compare MICRO-. 
mac-ro-bi-ot-ics (mak/rd bi ot/iks) /;makrowbay'otks/ 
n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] a program that 
emphasizes harmony with nature, esp. through diet. 
—mac’ro-bi-ot/ic, adj. 
mac-ro-cosm (makra koz/am) /'makra,knzam/ n. 
[count] the universe, or any system, considered as a 
whole or a single unit (opposed to microcosm). 
maecron (ma/kron, makron) /'mcykron, 'mækron/ n. 
[count] a horizontal line used over a vowel to show that 
the vowel is long or has a specific pronunciation, as (a) in 
fate (fat). 
mad (mad) /mid/ adj., mad-der, mad-dest. 1. mentally 
disturbed or mentally ill; deranged. 2. (be + ~] angry; 
greatly irritated; enraged: He's really mad at his daugh- 
ter. 3. affected with rabies; rabid: a mad dog. 4. ex- 
tremely foolish: a mad scheme. (be + ~ + to + verb): 
You're mad to go out in such weather. 5. [before a noun) 
very hurried and disorganized: mad haste. 6. [be + ~] 
full of enthusiasm; infatuated: He's mad about opera. 7. 
(before a noun) wildly fun-loving; hilarious: a mad tirne 
at the party. —Idiom. 8. drive someone mad, to 
cause someone to be furious or irritated: Rush hour traf- 
fic always drives her mad. 9. like mad, at a furious pace: 
rushing around like mad. —mad/ly, adv.: madly in love 
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with her. —mad/ness, n. [noncount): suffering from 
madness. 
Mad-a-gas-can (mad/s gas/kən) /mædə'gæskən/ n. 


[count] 1. a person born or living in Madagascar. —adj. 
2. of or relating to Madagascar. 

mad-am (mad/am) /'mædəm/ n. (count), pi. mesdames 
(mā dam’, -dam/) /mey'dæm, -'dam/ for 1; mad-ams for 
2. 1. (often: Madam] a respectful term of address to a 
woman: Please step this way, Madam. 2. a woman in 
charge of a brothel. 

madame (madam, mə dani’, -daém/, ma-) /'mædəm, 
mə'dæm, -'dam, mx-/ n. [count], pi. mesdames (ma- 
dam’, -däm/) /mey'dæm, -'dam/. (often: Madame] a 
French title equivalent to Mrs.: Madame Curie. Abbr.: 
Mme. 

mad-cap (mad/kap’) /'‘mad,kiwp/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
recklessly foolish; impulsive; rash: madcap schemes. 
—n. [count] 2. a madcap person. 

mad-den (mad/n) /'‘mwxdn/ v. (~ + obj] to cause anger; 
infuriate. —mad/den-ing, adj.: a maddening itch. 
mad-der (mad/ar) /'mædər/ n. 1. [count] a plant of Eu- 
rope having clusters of small yellowish flowers. 2. [non- 
count] the root of this plant, once used in dyeing. 3. 
(noncount] a dye derived from madder. 
mad-ding (mad/ing) /'‘madin/ adj. (before a 
noisy; tumultuous: far from the madding crowd. 
made (mad) /meyd/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of make. —adj. 2. 
This word is often used in combination with another 
word, often a noun, to mean “produced, made (in the 
particular place or way)": machine-made_ clothes. 
—lIdiom. 3. have it made, [no obj] Inforrnal. to be as- 
sured of success: Now that he's president, he has it 
made. 

mad-e-moi-selle (mad’a mə zel’, mad/mwea-, mam- 
zel’) /;madomo'zel, mædmwə-, mam'zel/ n. (count), pl. 
mademoiselles, mes-de-moi-selles (ma/da mə zel, 
-zelz’, mad’mwea-) /,meydomo'zel, -'zelz, ,;meydmwo-/. 
(often: Mademoiselle] a French title equivalent to Miss. 
Abbr.: Mile. 

made/-to-or/der, adj. 1. made to fit an individual's 
particular measurements or the like: snade-to-order 
shoes. 2. perfectly suited: a made-to-order candidate. 
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made/’-up’, adj. 1. fabricated; concocted: a made-up 
story. 2. [usually: be + ~] wearing facial makeup: She 
was heavily inade-up. 

mad-house (mad/hous’) /‘mid,haws/ n. [count] (-hou’- 
ziz) /-,-hawziz/. 1. a hospital for the mentally disturbed. 
2. a disorderly, noisy place: The train station was a mad- 
house. 

mad-man or -womean (mad/man/, -mən) or (-w/d66n1/- 
ən) /'med,mien, -mən/ or /-'w,umoan/ n. [count], pl. -men 
or -womeen. one who is or appears to be insane: Some 
madman on the street started screaming at me. 

Ma-donena (mə don’s) /ma'dond/ n. 1. [proper noun; 
usually: the + ~] Mary, the mother of Jesus; the Virgin 
Mary. 2. [count] an image of the Virgin Mary. 

madras (mad/ras, mə dras/, -dras’) /'madras, mə'dræs, 
-'dras/ n. [noncount] a light cotton fabric, esp. one in 
multicolored plaid. 

madsri-gal (mad/ri gal) /‘miedrigal/ n. [count] a song 
sung without musical instruments, usually having many 
parts. 

mael-strom (mal’stram) /'‘meylstram/ n. [count] 1. a 
powerful whirlpool often dangerous to approach. 2. a 
disorderly, stormy, tumultuous condition: the maelstrom 
of a presidential election. 

maes-tro (mi/stro) /‘maystrow/ n. [count], pl. -tros. 1. a 
famous composer or conductor of music. 2. a master of 
any art. 

Maefiea (ma/fé ə, maf/ë ə) /'mafiyə, 'mæfiyə/ n. 1. 
[count; usually: the + ~] a secret criminal organization 
originating in Sicily. 2. [mafia; count] any powerful, se- 
cret group: the union mafia. 

masfivorso (ma/fé 5s) /ımafiy'owsow/ n. [count], pl. 
-si (-sé) /-siy/ -sos. [often: Mafioso] a member of the Ma- 
fia. 

magazine (mag/ə zén’, mag/a zén’) /,mego'Ziyn, 
'mega,ziyn/ n. [count] 1. a publication published at reg- 
ular periods, containing essays, etc., and often illustra- 
tions: a news magazine. See illustration at SCHOOL. 2. a 
room for keeping gunpowder and other explosives. 3. a 
building where the military keeps arms or provisions. 4. 
a receptacle on a gun for holding cartridges. 

ma-geneta (mə jen’ta) /mo'd3enta/ n. [noncount] a pur- 
plish red color. 

mag-got (mag/at) /'mægət/ n. [count] a soft-bodied, 
wormlike creature that grows into certain flies. 

Magi (mā/ji) /'meyd3ay/ n. [plural], sing. -gus (-9ƏS) 
l-gəs/. [sometimes: magi) the wise men, three by tradi- 
tion, who visited the infant Jesus and left gifts. 

mageic (maj/ik) /'mæd3ık/ n. [noncount] 1. the art of 
producing illusions or tricks that fool or deceive an audi- 
ence. 2. the practice of using various techniques, as spe- 
cial words or gestures, to control events: sorcerers using 
black magic. 3. any extraordinary influence or power: the 
magic of fame. —adj. (before a noun] 4. done by or 
used in magic: a magic trick; a magic wand. 5. mysteri- 
ously enchanting, skillful, or effective. —mag/i-cal, adj. 
—mag/i-calely, adv. 
ma-giecian (mə jish’an) /mo'd3ifon/ n. [count] 1. one 
who performs illusions that fool the audience: The magi- 
cian waved her magic wand and the bird disappeared. 2. 
someone using various techniques to control events; a 
sorcerer. 
magisterial (maj/a stēr/ē al) //mæd3ə'stiəriyəl/ adj. 
1. acting like a master or as if in a position of authority: 
His magisterial tone only nade me angrier. 2. [before a 
noun] of or relating to a magistrate or the office of a 
magistrate. 
mag-is-trate (maj’a strat’, -strit) /'mæd3ə,streyt, -strit/ 
n. [count] 1. a civil officer who administers the law. 2. a 
judicial officer, as a justice of the peace. 
magma (mag/me) /'mægmə/ n. [noncount] extremely 
hot, melted material beneath or within the earth’s crust. 
mag-nanimei-ty (mag/na nimi tē) /;maxegno'nimitiy/ n. 
[noncount]) the quality or condition of being magnani- 
mous. 
magenaneiemous (mag nana mas) /mæg'nænəoməs/ adj. 
generous and gracious in forgiving an insult or harm 
done to one: magnanimous after his victory. —mag: 
nan/iemous-ly, adv. 
mag-nate (mag/nat, -nit) /'mægneyt, -nit/ n. [count] a 
person of great influence or importance in a particular 
field: an oil rnagnate. 
mag-ne-sia (mag né/zhe, -sha) /mæg'niy3ə, -fə n. 
{noncount]) a white tasteless substance, magnesium ox- 
ide, used as an antacid and laxative. 
magnesium (mag në/zē əm, -zhem, -shë am) 
Imxg'niyziyam, -39m, -fiyom/ n. (noncount] a light, sil- 
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ver-white element that burns with a dazzling light, used 
in fireworks and flashbulbs. 

mag-net (mad/nit) /‘mgnit/ n. [count] 1. a body, as a 
piece of iron or steel, that has the property of attracting 
certain substances, as iron. 2. one that attracts: Hes a 
magnet to women. 

mag-net-ic (mag net/ik) /mag'nettk/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to a magnet or magnetism: the magnetic properties 
of the solar wind. 2. capable of being magnetized or at- 
tracted by a magnet: Rubber is not magnetic. 3. having a 
strong attractive charm: a magnetic personality. —mag: 
net/i-calely, adv. 

magnetic field’, n. [count] a region of space in which 
a magnetic force acts: You can create a magnetic field by 
wrapping coils of wire around a nail and attaching the 
ends to a battery. 

magnet/ic res’onance im/aging, n. [noncount) a 
process of producing images of the body by means of a 
strong magnetic field and low-energy radio waves: Using 
high-speed magnetic resonance imaging, researchers are 
discovering how the brain works. Abbr.: MRI 

magnet/ic tape’, n. a ribbon of material coated with a 
substance sensitive to electromagnets and used to record 
sound, images, or data: [noncount]: The data was re- 
corded on magnetic tape. [count]: The magnetic tapes, 
with all the back-up information, were also destroyed. 

mag-net-ism (mag/ni tiz’am) /‘magni,tizom/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the properties of attraction that magnets pos- 
sess: weakened magnetism. 2. strong attractive power or 
charm. 

mag-net-ite (mag/ni tit”) /‘mwxgni,tayt/ n. [noncount] a 
common black mineral that is the most magnetic mineral 
and an important iron ore. 

mag-net-ize (mag/ni tiz’) /‘megni,tayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make a magnet of: Rubbing the nail 
with a magnet will magnetize it. —mag-net-i-za-tion 
(mag/ni ti zā/shən) /,megniti'zeyfan/ n. Cnoncount): 
Magnetization stops when the electrical current is re- 
moved. 

magene-to (mag né/td) /meg'niytow/ n. [count], pl. 
-tos. a small electric generator in which magnets provide 
the magnetic field: The magneto was dead and so the 
mobile phone wouldn't work. 

mag-ne-tom-e-ter (mag/ni tom/i tar) /;mugni'tomitor/ 
n. [count] an instrument for measuring a magnetic field. 

maegrni-fi-cca-tion (mag/na fi ka’shen) = /,mivgn- 
ofi'keyfon/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of magnifying or the 
state of being magnified. 2. the amount or power by 
which something may be magnified, as by a microscope: 
[count]: a magnification of one hundred. [noncount]: The 
captain ordered full magnification on the viewing screen. 

maeg-nif-iecent (mag nifa sant) /mig'nifasont/ adj. 1. 
splendid or impressive in appearance: a magnificent pal- 
ace. 2. very fine; superb: magnificent weather. —mag- 
nif/iecence, n. (noncount): the magnificence of the Taj 
Mahal. —mag-nif/iecent-ly, adv.: played magnificently in 
the tournament. 

mageni-fy (mag/na fi’) /'mægnə,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. 1. to increase the apparent size of: Binoculars 
magnify images. 2. to exaggerate; overstate: to magnify 
one’s difficulties. —mag/ni-fi’er, n. [count] 

mag/nifying glass’, n. [count] a lens that makes an 
object appear larger. 

mag-ni-tude (mag/ni tööd’, -tyadod’) /'megni,tuwd, 
-tyuwd/ n. [noncount] 1. greatness of size or amount. 
2. great importance or consequence: an event of great 


magnitude to the world. —Idiom. 3. of the first mag- 
nitude, of greatest significance. 
mag-no-lia (mag ndl/ya, -no/lé ə) /mæg'nowlyə, 


-'nowliys/ n. [count], pi. -lias. a shrub or tree having 
large usually fragrant flowers, grown for ornament. 
magnum (mag/nem) /'mægnəm/ n. [count] 1. a large 
wine bottle holding the same amount as two ordinary 
bottles. 2. a firearm that uses cartridges of a larger 
charge than others of the same size. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. of or relating to such a firearm or cartridge. 
mag/num o/pus, n. [count] a great work, esp. the 
chief work of a writer or artist. 

magpie (mag/pi’) /'mæg,pay/ n. [count] a bird of the 
jay family, having long, black-and-white feathers and 
noisy habits. 

ma-ha-ra-jah or masharrasja (mä/hə rä/jə, -zhə) 
/,maho'rad3a, -39/ n. [count], pl. -jahs or -jas. a former 
ruling prince in India, esp. of one of the major states. 
ma-harraynee or maharani (mä/hə rd/né) 
/maha'raniy/ n. [count], pl. -nees or -nis. 1. the wife of 
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a maharajah. 2. a former Indian princess who was a Sov- 
ereign in her own right. 

masharrieshi (ma hə ré/shé, ma har’a-) /maha'riyfiy, 
mə'harə-/ n. [court], pi. -shis. a Hindu religious wise 
person. 

mah-jonge or mah-jong (ma/jong/, -jong’, -zhong/, 
-zhong/) /'ma'd39n, -'d30n, -'30n, -'30n/ n. [nonconnt] a 
game of Chinese origin played by four persons with 
dominolike tiles. Also, mah/’-jong/. 

ma-hog-aeny (mə hog’a nē) /mo'hngoniy/ n., pl. -nies. 
1. [count] a tropical American tree giving hard, reddish 
brown wood. 2. [nonconnt] the wood itself. 3. [non- 
count] a reddish brown color. 

maid (mad) /meyd/ nu. [count 1. a female servant. 2. a 
girl or young unmarried woman. 

maid-en (mad/n) /'meydn/ n. (count) 1. a girl or young 
unmarried woman; maid. —adj. (before a nomn) 2. of, 
relating to, or befitting a maiden. 3. a. unmarried: a 
maiden aint, b. virgin. 4. first: a maiden flight. —maid/- 
en-hood’, sn. [noricount] —maid/encly, adj. 

maid’en name’, n. [count] a woman's family name 
before marriage. 

maid’ of hon/or, n. (count) an unmarried woman who 
is the chief attendant of a bride. 

maid-serv-ant = (mad/sitir/vant) 
(count) a female servant. 

mail’ (mal) /meyl/ nu. 1. [soricount] letters, etc., sent or 
delivered by the postal service: The mail is sorted elec- 
tronically. 2. [noncomnt) a single collection or delivery of 
such postal matter: Was there mail today? 3. Also, mails. 
the system for sending or delivering such postal matter: 
(count; usually singular): The trail is very slow in this 
area. [plural]: The mails are slow in this area. (noncount; 
by + J: It carne by mail last week. —adj. (before a 
noun) 4. of or relating to mail. —v. 5. to send by mail: {~ 
+ obj}: Mail the package tomorrow. [~ + obj + to + 
obj): Mail your complaint to me. (~ + obj + obj]: Mail 
me the proposal. 

mail? (mal) /meyl/ n. [noncount flexible armor of metal 
rings or plates. 

mail-box (mal/boks’) /'‘meyl,boks/ n. (court) 1. a public 
box in which mail is placed for pickup. See illustration at 
STREET. 2. a private box into which mail is delivered. 3. a 
file in a computer for the storage of electronic mail. 

mail’ car/rier, n. (count) one employed to deliver the 
mail. 

mail-er (mā/lər) /'meylor/ n. (count) 1. one who sends 
mail. 2. a special envelope designed to prevent damage 
to its contents. 

mail-lot (ma yd’) /ma'yow/ n. (count) 1. a close-fitting, 
one-piece bathing suit for women. 2. tights for dancers, 
acrobats, etc. 

mailman (mal/man/) /'meyl,man/ n, pl. -men. MAIL 
CARRIER. 

mail’ or/der, s. [noncount] an order for goods received 
or shipped through the mail. 

maim (mam) /meym/ v. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~ed), 
to injure (someone) so that part of the body can no 
longer be used: was badly maimed in the fire. 

main (mān) /meyn/ adj. (before a noun) 1. chief in size, 
extent, or importance: He had the main part in a play. 2. 
(in a sentence) of or relating to the clause that can stand 
by itself; independent: /n the sentence I'll see you when | 
get home, the main clause is I'll see you. —n. [count] 3. 
a principal pipe in a system used to carry and send wa- 
ter, gas, etc. —Idiom. 4. in the main, most impor- 
tantly: In the main, she has proposed a very good plan. 
5. with might and main, with strength or force. 
—main/ly, adv.: He got rich mainly from government 
contracts. 

main-frame (man/fram’) /'meyn,freym/ n. [count] a 
large computer, often the center of a system serving 
many users. Compare MICROCOMPUTER, MINICOMPUTER. 

main-land (man/land’, -lənd) /'meyn lænd, -lənd/ n. 
(count; usually singular; usually: the + ~] the principal 
land of a region, etc., as distinguished from nearby is- 
lands: ferried back to the mainland. 

main’ line’, n. (count) 1. a principal highway or railway 
line. 2. Slang. a vein that can be easily reached, used for 
injection of a narcotic. 

main-line (man/lin’, -lin’) /‘meyn,layn, -'layn/ v., -lined, 
-linesing, adj. —v. 1. Slang. to inject a narcotic directly 
into a vein: [no obj}: He was mainlining at $500 a day. 
[~ + obj]: mainlined heroin for several months. —adj. 2. 
having a principal or established position: mainline 
churches. 


/meyd,s3rvont/ n. 


maharishi to make 


mainemast (man/mast’, -mast) /'meyn,miest, -mast/ r. 
[count] the principal mast on a sailing ship. 
main-sail (man/sal’, -sal) /'meyn,scyl, -sal/ n. (comnt] 
the lowermost sail on a mainmast. 
main-spring (man/spring’) /‘meyn,sprin/ n. [count] 1. 
the principal spring in a mechanism, as in a watch. 2. 
the chief force that causes movement, action, etc.: Un- 
enmiploymernt was the mainspring of the discontent. 
main-stay (man/sta’) /'‘meyn,stey/ n. [count] a person 
or thing that acts as a chief support or part: She's so ac- 
tive, she's the mainstay of the company. 
main-stream (man/strém/) /‘meyn,striym/ n. [count] 1. 
the principal or most usual course of action or way of 
thinking: That political party must return to the main- 
stream of Arnerican values. —adj. (before a noun) 2. of 
or relating to a principal or widely accepted group, style, 
etc.: The party platform appealed to riairistrearn Amer- 
ica. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to send into the mainstream, as by 
placing (special students) in regular school classes: to 
mainstream handicapped children. 
mainetain (man tan’) /meyn'teyn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
keep in existence; preserve: maintained their friendship 
for over forty years. 2. {~ + obj] to keep in a certain 
condition, operation, or force: fo maintain an even tem- 
perature. 3. [~ + ( that) clause] to state or declare: 
maintained that he had been home alt night. 4 [~ + 
obj] to support in argument: maintained her innocence 
in spite of the evidence. 5. [~ + obj] to provide for the 
upkeep or support of: /s that salary enough to maintain a 
family? —mainetain’a-ble, adj. —main’/te-nance 
(man/ta nans) /‘meyntonons/ n. [noncount) See -tain-, 
-MAN-!, 
maître (or mai-tre) d’ (ma/tar dé’, ma/tra) /;mey'tor 
diy, ,meytra/ n., pl maitre (or maitre) d'S. MAÎTRE 
D'HÔTEL. 
maître d’hé-tel (ma/tra dd tel”) /'meytrə dow'tel/ n. 
[count], pi. maîtres d'hôtel (ma/traz, -trə) /'meytrəz, 
-tro/. 1. a headwaiter. 2. a steward or butler. 
maize (maz) /meyz/ n. corn! (def. 1). 
ma-jes-tic (ma jes/tik) /mo'd3estik/ adj. impressive; 
grand: majestic mountains. —ma-jes/ti-cal-ly, adv. 
maj-es-ty (maj’a sté) /'mæd3əstiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. (norn- 
count] high and noble dignity; grandeur: te majesty of 
the plains sweeping into the distance. 2. (count; usually 
Majesty, often: Your/His/Her + ~] a title of a king, queen, 
or sovereign: Her Majesty, the Queen. 
ma-jor (ma/jar) /‘meyd3or/ n. (count) 1. a military officer 
ranking below a lieutenant colonel and above a captain. 
2. a. a field of study in which a student specializes: a 
major in botany. b. a student specializing in such a field: 
a history major. 3. the majors, [plura the major 
leagues. —adj. [before a noun] 4. greater in size, extent, 
or importance: a major part in the play. 5. of great risk; 
serious: a major operation. 6. Music. based on a major 
scale: a major key. 7. relating to the subject in which a 
Student specializes: major courses. —v. [~ + in + obj] 
8. to follow an academic major: majoring in physics. 
ma/jor-do’mo (dō/mō) /‘'dowmow/ n. [connt], pl. -mos. 
1. a man in charge of a great household, as that of a 
king or queen. 2. a steward. 3. one who makes 
arrangements for another. 
ma-jor-ette (ma/ja ret’) //meyd3ə'ret/ n. [count] a girl 
or woman who twirls a baton or leads a marching band. 
ma/jor gen/eral, n. [count] a military officer ranking 
below a lieutenant general and above a brigadier. 
ma-jor-iety (mə jôr/i tē, -jor’-) /ma'dgoritiy, -'d3or-/ rn., 
pl. -ties. 1. [count] a number, part, or amount forming 
more than half of the whole or total: the majority of the 
population; She got a majority of the votes in the elec- 
tion. 2. [(norcount) the amount by which the greater 
number, as of votes, exceeds the remainder. 3. [son- 
count] the state or time of being of full legal age: fo at- 
tain one’s majority. 4. [(noncount) the military rank or of- 
fice of a major. 
ma/jor scale’, n. [count] a musical scale consisting of 
a series of whole steps except for half steps between the 
third and fourth and seventh and eighth degrees. 
make (mak) /meyk/ v., made (mad) /mcyd/ mak-ineg, n. 
—v. 1. to bring into existence by combining material; 
produce: [~ + obj): to make a dress. [~ + obj + obj): 
[H make the kids some breakfast. 2. {~ + obj] to cause 
to exist or happen; produce: Why is he always making 
trouble? 3. to cause to be or become; transform: (~ + 
obj + adjective): This news will make her happy. [~ + 
adjective + ( that) clause): He tried to nake sure that 
everything was OK. [~ + obj + into + obj]: The talent 
agent says he made her into a star. (~ + obj + obj]: 
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The evidence makes you the chief suspect. 4. (not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj] to become; develop into: Someday you'll 
niake a good lawyer. 5. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + obj] to 
be adequate or suitable for: This table will make a good 
lectern. 6. [~ + obj + obj]: to appoint; name: made her 
chairwoman. 7.(~ + obj + root form of verb] to force 
or cause (someone to do something); compel: The pain 
made her cry out. 8. [~ + obj) to put in the proper con- 
dition or state; prepare: to make a bed. 9. [~ + obj] to 
earn for oneself: to make a good salary. 10. {~ + obj] 
to write; compose: to make a will, 11. [~ + obj] to 
agree upon; arrange: to make a deal. 12. [~ + obj] to 
establish; enact: to make laws. 13. [~ + obj] to form in 
the mind: to make a decision. 14. (~ + obj + at + obj] 
to estimate; figure: / make the value at $1,000. 15. {~ + 
obj] to put together; form: to make a matched set. 16. 
[~ + obj; not: be + ~-ing] to amount to; total: Two plus 
two makes four. 17. [~ + obj; not: be + ~-ing) to pro- 
vide: That book makes good reading. 18. [not: be + 
~-ing; ~ + obj] to be enough so as to become: One 
story does not make a writer. 19. [~ + obj; not: be + 
~-ing] to assure the success or fame of: Her last book 
really made her reputation as a scholar. 20. [~ + obj] to 
reach; attain: made admiral just before he retired from 
the Navy. 21. [~ + obj] to arrive in time for; catch: / just 
made the plane. 22. (~ + obj] to attain a position in or 
on: The novel made the bestseller list. 23. [~ + obj] to 
receive notice in or on: The murder made the evening 
news. 24. [~ + obj] Slang. to have sexual intercourse 
with. 25. [~ + obj] to score: She made 40 points. 26. 
make away with, [~ + away + with + obj] to carry off: 
steal: The thieves made away with all the money. 27. 
make for, [~ + for + obj] a. to move toward: We made 
for shelter when we saw the clouds. b. (not: be + ~-ing] 
to bring about or keep going: A calm manner in a police 
officer makes for fewer arguments. 28. make of, [~ + 
of + obj] to judge the truth or nature of: What do you 
make of that remark? 29. make off, [no obj] to run 
away: The thieves made off before the police arrived. 30. 
make off with, [~ + off + with + obj] to Carry away; 
steal: The robbers made off with a million dollars in cash. 
31. make out, a. to write out or complete, as a bill or 
check: [~ + out + obj]: | made out the check. [~ + obj 
+ ont]: | made it out and sealed it in the envelope. b. to 
understand; figure out the meaning of; fathom: [~ + out 
+ obj): | can't make out this last equation. [~ + obj + 
out); | can’t make this out. c. to see clearly enough so as 
to be able to read: [~ + out + obj]: I can’t make out his 
handwriting. [~ + obj + ont): | can't make it out. d. to 
suggest or pretend (to be, or that something is the case): 
[~ + obj + out + to + verb): He made me out to be a 
liar. (~ + out + that clause): He makes out that he is a 
successful businessman. e. (no obj] to manage; succeed: 
How are you making out in school? f. (no obj) Slang. to 
engage in kissing and caressing: making out in the back 
seat. 32. make over, to remodel; fix, change, or alter: 
[~ + over + obj]: The carpenters made over the room 
as a gym. [~ + obj + over]: The beautician made her 
face over. 33. make up, a. [~ + up + obj; usually: not: 
be + ~ing] to form; constitute: Inimigrants make up a 
large part of our school’s population. b. to prepare by 
putting together; compile: [~ + up + obj]: Make up a 
list Of what you'll need. [~ + obj + up): Make a list up 
and send it to nie. c. to invent (a story or tale); concoct: 
[~ + up + obj]: She made up that whole story. [~ + 
obj + up): She made that whole story up. d. (~ + up + 
for + obj] to repay; compensate: Perhaps $50 will make 
up for your trouble. e. [~ + up + Obj; not: be ~-ing] to 
complete: The two couples made up a foursome at golf. 
f. to put in order; arrange: [~ + up + obj): She made 
up the bed. [~ + obj + up): Make the bed up before 
you watch TV. g. to settle; decide: [~ + up + obj]: Make 
up your mind. (~ + obj + up). You'll have to make your 
mind up soor. h. to (cause to) become friends again; to 
(cause to) be reconciled: (no obj): finally niade up after 
years of quarreling. {~ + up + obj): They niade up their 
argumienit. i. to dress in costume and makeup: [~ + up 
+ obj): She made up the children and sent them or- 
stage. [~ + obj + up]: She made herself up and dashed 
onstage. j. to provide enough so that (something) is no 
longer lacking: [~ + up + obj}: The college will make 
up the difference between your loan and your tuition. (~ 
+ obj + up): In sucli cases the college will make it up. 
—n. (court) 34. the style in which something is made; 
form. 35. brand: a foreign make of car. —Idiom. 36. 
make as if or as though, [~ + Clause] Informial. pre- 
tend: He miade as if nothing bothered hini. 37. make 
believe, imagine: [10 obj]: Kids like to make believe. [~ 
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+ ( that) clause): She made believe (that) he had won 
the lottery. 38. make do, [no obj] to manage with what- 
ever is available: /f those are the only tools we have, we'll 
just have to make do with them. 39. make good, a. [no 
obj] to succeed: These graduates will make good. bet 
+ on + obj] to compensate for: Will he make good on 
the purchases? c. Also, make good on. [~ + obj] to ful- 
fill, as a promise: /s he someone who will make good on 
his promises? 40. make it, a. to achieve success: He re- 
ally seems to have made it: big house, good job, beauti- 
ful family. b. to arrive on time: / just made it to that 
meeting! 41. make light of, [~ + obj] to treat as unim- 
portant or insignificant. 42. make like, [~ + obj] Infor- 
mal. to pretend to be or to be like: Stop making like a 
clown! 43. make love, to have sexual relations (with): 
[no obj]: How often couples make love is their own busi- 
ness. [~ + to + obj]: He wanted to make love to her 
right then and there. 44. make much of, [~ + obj] to 
treat as important: The press tried to make much of his 
past. 45. make short work of, [~ + obj] to finish or 
dispose of quickly: You made short work of that apple 
pie. 46. on the make, a. in pursuit of gain: a young ex- 
ecutive on the make. b. Slang. in search of sexual activ- 
ity: He was constantly on the make at singles bars. 
—mak/er, n. [count] 

make/-believe’, n. [noncomnt) 1. a state of pretense, 
esp. of an innocent kind: a world of make-believe. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. pretended; imaginary. 

make-shift (mak/shift’) /‘meyk,fift/ adj. used tempo- 
rarily because nothing better is available: a makeshift 
classroom. 

make-up or make-up (m&k/up’) /‘meyk,ap/ n. 1. 
[noncount] cosmetics, esp. for the face or some part of 
it: wearing a lot of eye makeup. 2. (count; usually singu- 
lar) the manner in which someone or something is put 
together; composition; constitution: the makeup of a 
criminal. 3. [count] an examination or the like given to 
compensate for a student's previous absence or failure: 
The make-up was held in a huge auditorium. 

make/-work’, n. [noncount]) work created to keep a 
person from being idle or unemployed: Some companies 
give their employees make-work rather than lay them off. 

mak-ing (ma/king) /‘meykin/ n. 1. (noncount) the act of 
a person or thing that makes, produces, etc.: the making 
of dresses. 2. Usually, makings. [plura the qualities 
necessary to develop into or become something: has the 
makings of a first-rate officer. —Idiom. 3. in the mak- 
ing, a. nearly ready, completed, or finished: The experi- 
mental design is still in the making. b. ready to be ob- 
tained or taken: There is a fortune in the making for 
anyone who creates good software. 4. of one’s own 
making, caused by oneself and not by another or others: 
His problems are of his own making. 

mal-, prefix. mal- is attached to nouns and adjectives 
and means “bad; wrongful; ill”. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: MALADROIT, MALCONTENT, MALFUNCTION, 

mal-a-chite (mal’a kit’) /‘melo,kayt/ n. [noncount) a 
green mineral, an ore of copper, used for making orna- 
ments. 

mal-ad-just-ed (mal/a jus/tid) /,malo'd3zastid/ adj. 
badly or poorly adjusted, esp. to one's social 
circumstances, etc.: maladjusted to society. —mal/ad- 
just/ment, 7. [noncount] See -Jsus-. 

mal-a-droit (mal’a droit’) /;mxla'droyt/ adj. lacking in 
skill, smoothness, or politeness; awkward. —mal/a- 
droit/ly, adv. —mal/a-droit/ness, n. [noncount) 

mal-aedy (mal’o dé) /'mælədiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. a 
disorder or disease of the body. 

ma-laise (ma az’, -lez”, ma-) /ma'leyz, -‘lez, mo-/ n. 
[noncount] a condition of general bodily weakness or un- 
ease: suffering from the malaise of a long, boring sum- 
mer. 

mal-a-prop:ism (mal/a prop iz’/am) /‘meloprop,izom/ n. 
1. [nonconnt] a confused use of words in which an ap- 
propriate word is replaced by one with similar sound but 
foolishly wrong meaning. 2. [count] an instance of this, 
as in “Lead the way and we'll precede.” 

ma-lar-iea (mə lâr/ē ə) /ma'leariyd/ n. [noncount) a dis- 
ease characterized by attacks of chills, fever, and sweat- 
ing, caused by microorganisms that enter the blood- 
stream from the bite of a certain mosquito. —maslar/- 
ial, adj. 

ma-lar-key (mə lär/kē) /mə'larkiy/ n. [noncount] Infor- 
mal. speech or writing designed to fool, mislead, or im- 
press. 

Ma-lay-sian (mə la/zhan) /mə'ley3ən/ n. [count] 1. a 
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person born or living in Malaysia. —adj. 2. of or relating 
to Malaysia. 

mal-con-tent (mal/kan tent’) /mælkən'tent/ adj. 1. not 
Satisfied with current conditions. —n. [count] 2. a mal- 
content person. 

male (mal) /meyl/ n. [count] 1. a person bearing an X 
and Y chromosome pair in the cells and normally having 
a penis, scrotum, and testicles and developing hair on 
the face at adolescence; a boy or man: Mates outnumber 
females in my school. 2. an organism of the sex or sex- 
ual phase that normally produces a sperm cell. —adj. [u- 
sually: before a noun) 3. of, relating to, or being a male: 
a male choir. 4. of or relating to a boy or man; mascu- 
line: the mate ego. 5. made to fit into a corresponding 
open or recessed part: a male plig. —male/ness, n. 
(noncount) 

mal-e-dic-tion (mali dik’shon) /meeli'dikfan/ n. [count] 
a Curse. See -DICT-. 

mal-e-fac-tor (mal’a fak/tar) Mmivlo fæktər/ n. [count] 
1. a criminal. 2. a person who does evil. 

ma-lev-o-lent (ma lev’a lant) /mo'levalont/ adj. 1. 
wishing evil or harm to others; malicious. 2. producing 
harm or evil; injurious. —ma-lev/o-lence, n. (noncount) 
—ma-lev/o-lent-ly, adv. See -vor-. 

mal-fea-sance (mal fē/zəns) /mel'fiyzons/ n. [non- 
count] misconduct or wrongdoing committed esp. by a 
public official. 

mal-for-ma-tion (mal/for ma/shen, -far-) 
/mælfor'mey fən, -far-/ n. [noncount] improper forma- 
tion: braces for malformation of the teeth. —mal 
formed (mal fôrmd/) /mal'formd/ adj. See -FORm-. 

mal-func-tion (mal fungk’shen) /mæl'fapkfən/ n. 
[count] 1. failure to function properly: They aborted the 
mission because of a malfunction in the torpedo. —v. 
[no obj] 2. to fail to function properly: The torpedo mal- 
functioned and failed to exptode. See -FUNCT-. 

mal-ice (malis) /'mælis/ n. [noncount] a desire to inflict 
harm or suffering on another: His malice toward his op- 
ponent did not stop after the election. —ma-liecious 
(mə lish/əs) /ma'lifos/ adj.: His maticious attempts to dis- 
credit her backfired. —ma-li/cious-ly, adv. 

ma-lign (mə lin’) /mo'layn/ v. [~ + obj] to speak harm- 
ful lies about; to slander; defame: She matigned her ex- 
husband whenever she could. 

masligenan-cy (me lig/nən sé) /mo'lignonsiy/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being malignant. 

ma-lig-nant (mə lig/nant) /ma'lignont/ adj. 1. inclined 
to cause harm, suffering, or distress: matignant remarks. 
2. very dangerous in effect. 3. tending to produce death: 
a malignant tumor. 

maslineger (mə ling’gar) /ma'lingor/ v. [no obj] to pre- 
tend illness, esp. in order to avoid duty or work. —ma- 
lin’ger-er, n. [count] 

mall (môl) /mol/ n. [count] 1. a large area with many 
shops and restaurants in nearby buildings or in a single 
large building. 2. a city street lined with shops and 
closed off to motor vehicles. 3. a large area with shade 
trees used as a public walk. 4. a strip of land separating 
two roadways. 

mal-lard (mal/ard) /'mælərd/ n. [count], pt. -lards, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -lard. a common wild duck 
from which the domestic ducks are descended. 

mal-le-a-ble (mal/é a bal) /'mwliyəbəl/ adj. 1. capable 
of being shaped by hammering or by pressure from roll- 
ers. 2. adaptable; able to change or adjust: Young chil- 
dren have malleable personalities. —mal-le-a-bil-i-ty 
(male ə bii tē) /;maliys'bilitiy/ n. (noncount] 

mal-let (malit) /mælit/ n. [count] 1. a hammerlike tool 
with an enlarged head, typically of wood, used for driving 
another tool. 2. the wooden implement used to strike a 
ball in croquet or polo. 

mal-nour-ished (mal nûr/isht, -nur/-) /mæl'nsrift, 
-'nar-/ adj. poorly or improperly nourished; suffering 
from malnutrition. 

mal-nustri-tion (mal/noōō trish/ən, -nyðö-) /ımæl- 
nuw'trifon, -nyuw-/ n. [noncount] lack of proper nutri- 
tion; inadequate or unbalanced nutrition: starving Chil- 
dren suffering from matnutrition. 

mal-oc-clu-sion (mal/a klōō/zhən) /ımælə'kluw3zən/ n. 
[noncount) irregular contact of opposite teeth in the up- 
per and lower jaws: The orthodontist said she needed 
braces to correct the malocclusion. 

mal-o-dor-ous (mal 6/dar əs) /mæl'owdərəs/ adj. hav- 
ing a very unpleasant odor. 

mal-prac-tice (mal praktis) /mæl'præktis/ n. [non- 
count) behavior by a professional that is against the rules 
of that profession, or that causes injury or loss. 
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malt (molt) /məlt/ m. 1. [noncount] grain prepared by 
boiling and drying, used in brewing beer. 2. [noncount] 
an alcoholic beverage, as beer, fermented from malt. 3. 
[count] MALTEO MILK (def. 2): a vanilla malt and a choco- 
fate malt. 
malt/ed milk’, n. 1. [noncount] a powder made of de- 
hydrated milk and malted cereals that can be added to 
water and dissolved. 2. a beverage made from malted 
milk, ice cream, and flavoring: [noncount]: a glass of 
matted milk, [count]: They ordered two malted milks, 
one vanilla and one chocolate. 

Mal-tese (môl téz/, -tés’) /mol'tiyz, -'tiys/ adj., n., pt 
-tese. —adj. 1. of or relating to Malta. 2. of or relating to 
the language spoken by many of the people in Malta. 
—n. 3. [count] a person born or living in Malta. 4. [non- 
count) the language spoken by many of the people in 
Malta. 

Mal-thu-sian (mal thddo/zhen, -zé ən) /mel'Ouw39n, 
-ziyon/ adj. 1. of or relating to the theories of Thomas R. 
Malthus, an English economist, which state that popula- 
tion increases faster than the means of providing food 
unless war, famine, or disease occurs first, or efforts are 
made to limit population. —n. [count] 2. a follower of 
Malthus. 

malt-ose (mdl/tds) /‘moltows/ n. [noncount] a white, 
crystallike sugar, used chiefly as a nutrient or sweetener. 

mal-treat (mal trét”) /mæl'triyt/ v. [~ + obj] to treat or 
handle badly or roughly; abuse. —mal-treat/ment, n. 
[noncount) 

mama or Mam-ema (mä/mə, ma ma’) /‘mamos, mo'ma/ 
n., pi. -Mas. MOTHER’. 

mam:-bo (mäm/bō) /‘mambow/ n., pl. -bos, v., -boed, 
-bo-ing. —n. [count] 1. a ballroom dance of Caribbean 
origin similar to the rumba and cha-cha. —v. [no obj] 2. 
to dance the mambo. 

mam-mal (mam/al) /‘memol/ n. [count] a warm- 
blooded animal with a backbone, having a covering of 
hair On some or most of the body, a heart with four 
chambers, and nourishing its newborn with its milk. 
—mam-masrlicran (ma ma/lé an, -mal’yan) /mo'meyliyon, 
-'meylyon/ adj. 

mam-marry (man’s rē) /‘memoriy/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to the breasts, or the glands that a 
female mammal uses to feed her young with milk. 

mam-mo-gram (mam/a gran’) /‘mams,grem/ n. 
[Count] an x-ray photograph obtained by mammography. 

mam-mog-ra:phy (ma mog/ra fë) /mx'mogrofiy/ n. 
[noncount] x-ray photography of a breast, esp. to detect 
tumors. 

mam-moth (mam/ath) /'‘memos0/ n. [count] 1. an ex- 
tinct elephant with long hair and tusks. —adj. [often: be- 
fore a noun) 2. very large; enormous: a mammoth 
budget. 

man (man) /mæn/ n., pl. men (men) /men/ v., manned, 
manning, inter. —n. 1. [count] an adult male person, 
as distinguished from a boy or a woman: The tittle boy 
had grown up to be a handsome man. 2. (count) a hu- 
man being, or a person without regard to sex: AH men 
are created equat in the eyes of the law. 3. [noncount) 
the human individual as representing the species, with- 
out reference to sex; the human race; humankind: /t is 
written that man does not live by bread atone. 4. [count] 
a husband. 5. [count] a male lover or sweetheart. 6. 
[count] a male having qualities considered properly mas- 
culine: The four years in the army made a man of him. 
7. [count] a male servant or attendant. 8. [count] Slang. 
male friend; ally: Hey, its my main man. 9. (count) 
Slang. (used as a term of familiar address): Hey, man, 
take it easy. 10. [count] a playing piece used in certain 
games, as checkers. —interj. 11. used to express aston- 
ishment, delight, or other strong emotion: Man, what a 
car! —v. [~ + obj] 12. to supply with people, as for 
service: to man the ship. 13. to take one’s place at, as to 
defend or operate: There were enough volunteers to man 
the phones. —Idiom. 14. man to man, speaking freely 
or honestly: [adverb]: They spoke man to man. [adjec- 
tive]: They had a man-to-man talk. 15. one’s own man, 
free from restrictions; independent: Now that he has a 
business he feels he is his own man. 16. to a man, in- 
cluding everyone: The battalion was annihilated to a 
man. 

-man, sufix. -man is used to form nouns with the 
meaning “person, Or man, who is or does (something 
connected with the noun base)’: mail + -man ~ mail- 
man (= person who detivers mail). 

-man-', root. -man- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “hand.” This meaning is found in such words 
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as: AMANUENSIS, LEGERDEMAIN, MAINTAIN, MANACLE, MANAGE, 
MANEUVER, MANUAL, MANUFACTURE, MANURE, MANUSCRIPT. 

-man-?, root. -man- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “stay; to last or remain.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: IMPERMANENT, PERMANENT, REMAIN. 

man-a-cle (man/ə kal) /mænəkəl/ n., v., -cled, -cling. 

—n. (count) 1. a handcuff. —v. [~ + obj} 2. to handcuff; 
fetter. 3. to keep held back; restrain. See -man-'. 

man-age (man/ij) /‘mxnid3/ v., -aged, -ag-ing. 1. to 
succeed in dealing with; contrive: [~ + to + verb]: They 
managed to see the governor. [~ + obj): | don't know 
how, but he managed it. 2. {~ + obj] a. to take charge 
of; supervise; control: to manage a business. b. to han- 
dle the career or functioning of: to manage a performer. 
3. [no obj} to function; get along: We managed without a 
car during our stay in the city. —man/age-a-ble, adj.: 
Those children are old enough to be easily manageable. 
See -MAn-!. 

man-agesment (man/ij meant) /‘manid3mont/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or process of managing: courses in 
management. 2. [count] the persons directing a busi- 
ness; executives: Upper management should trim its 
staff. See -MAN-!. 

man-ag-er (man/i jar) /'mænıd3ər/ n. [count] 1. one 
who manages a business or one of its parts. 2. one who 
directs or assists in the activities of an athlete or team. 3. 
a person who manages another's career: the rock star's 
manager. 

man-a-ge-rival (man/a jēr/ē al) //mænə'dznriyəl/ adj. 
[before a noun) of or relating to a manager or to man- 
agement: a managerial post. See -MAN-!. 

mañana (ma nya/na) /ma'nyana/ n. [count], pl. -nas, 
adv. Spanish. tomorrow: You'll wind up spending a lot of 
mañanas worrying abont the yesterdays you never had. 

man-a-tee (man/a tē/⁄, man/a tē/) /'menatiy, 
mano'tiy/ n. [count], pl. -tees. a plant-eating water 
mammal of the Caribbean and W Africa, having front flip- 
pers and a broad, spoon-shaped tail. 

-mand-, root. -mand- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “order.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMMAND, COUNTERMAND, DEMAND, MANDATE, MAN- 
DATORY, REMAND. 

manedaerin (man/da rin) /‘mandorin/ n. [count] 1. a 
member of an influential class; a government official or 
bureaucrat: The mandarins guessed wrong about the re- 
action of the people to a tax cut. 2. a. a small, spiny cit- 
rus tree of China, bearing flattish, orange-yellow loose- 
skinned fruit. b. this fruit, some varieties of which are 
called tangerines. 

man-date (man/dat) /‘mandcyt/ n., v., -dat-ed, -dat:- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. authorization to act in a particular 
way given by the people to an elected representative: The 
new president received a clear mandate to spend money. 
2. any authoritative order or command: a royal mandate. 
—y. [~ + obj] 3. to authorize (a particular action): The 
principal mandated the new dress code. See -MAND-. 

man-da-torry (man/da tôr/ē, -tor’é) ['mændə,təriy, 
-,towriy/ adj. ordered by an authority: mandatory budget 
cuts. See -MAND-. 

manedieble (man/da bal) /'mændəbəl/ n. [cont] the 
bone part of the lower jaw of animals with backbones. 
—man-dib-u-lar (man dib’ya lar) /man'dibyalar/ adj. 

man-do-lin (man/dl in, man'di in^) /'mandlin, 
ymendl'in/ n. [cont] an eight-stringed musical instru- 
ment with a pear-shaped wooden body and a neck with 
frets. 

man-drake (man/drak, -drik) /‘mandreyk, -drik/ n. 
[cont] a narcotic plant with a fleshy, forked root some- 
what resembling a human body. 
man-drill (man/dril) /‘mendril/ n. [count] a large W Afri- 
can baboon. 
mane (man) /meyn/ n. [cont] 1. the long thick hair 
around or at the back of the neck of some animals, as 
the horse or lion. 2. long luxuriant hair on the head of a 
person: Her mane of black hair Nowed in the wind. 
man/-eat/er, n. [count] 1. an animal that eats or is 
said to eat human flesh. 2. a cannibal. —man/-eat/ineg, 
adj. (before a noun) 
ma-nége or maenege (ma nezh’, -nazh/) /ma'ne3, 
-'ney3/ n. [moncount) the art of training and riding 
horses. See -MAN-!. 
ma-neu-ver (ma nōö/vər) /ma'nuwvor/ n. [count] 1. a 
planned movement of troops, warships, etc. 2. 
maneuvers, [plural] a series of military exercises used 
as practice for war: The troops are out on maneuvers. 3. 
a clever or skillful movement, action, or trick; a crafty tac- 
tic; a ploy: another maneuver to gain control of the com- 
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pany. —v. 4. to move or change the position of by a ma- 
neuver: [~ + obj]: She maneuvered the truck around the 
fallen tree. [no obj]: He maneuvered out of the way of 
the fallen tree. 5. [no obj} to scheme; make a plot; in- 
trigue: He maneuvered for the job for a year. Also, esp. 
Brit., manoeuvre. See -MAn-'. 

ma-neu-ver-a-ble (ma noo/var ə bal) /mo'nuwvorabal/ 
adj. that can be maneuvered: a maneuverable car that is 
easy to park in tight spaces. —ma-neu-verea-bil-iety 
(ma ndo/var ə bili tē) /ma,nuwvoroa'bilitiy/ n. (nonconnt): 
Maneurverability has been improved with the new steering 
mechanism. See -MAN-'. 

man-ful (man/fal) /'mænfəl/ adj. [before a noun) having 
or showing boldness, courage, or strength. —man/- 
fully, adv.: He struggled manfully with the huge load. 

man-gasnese (mang’ga nés’, -néz’) /'menga,niys, 
-niyz/ n. [noncount) a hard, easily broken, grayish 
white, metallic element used chiefly in strengthening 
steel. 

mange (manj) /meynd3/ n. [noncount) a skin disease af- 
fecting animals, causing scabs on the skin and loss of 
hair. 

man-ger (man/jar) /‘meynd3ar/ n. [count] a box or open 
container in a stable or barn from which animals eat. 

manegle (mang/gal) /‘mangal/ v. [~ + obj}, -gled, -gl- 
ing. 1. (usually: be + ~] to injure severely or mutilate by 
cutting, tearing, or crushing: mangled bodies in the 
wreckage. 2. to spoil; ruin; mar badly: to mangle a paper 
by careless editing. 

man-go (mang/go) /‘mangow/ n., pl. -goes, -gos. 1. the 
sweet yellow or orange fruit of a tree of the cashew fam- 
ily that grows in hot climates: [count]: Each mango costs 
a few cents in the tropics. [noncount]: Blend the mango 
into the jirice. 2. [count] the tree itself. 

man-grove (mang’grōv, man/-) /'mængrowv, 'mæn-/ n. 
[count] a tree or shrub growing in hot climates, often a 
low tree growing in marshes or swamps, noted for its 
roots that grow above ground and interlace with others. 

man-gy (mān/jē) /‘meynd3iy/ adj., -gier, -givest. 1. 
having, caused by, or like the disease mange: a mangy 
dog. 2. dirty and run-down; unclean: a mangy cabin. 
—man/gi-ness, n. [Noncount) 

man-han-dle (man/han/dl, man han/dl) /'‘men,hendl, 
men'hendl/ v. [~ + obj}, -dled, -dling. 1. to handle 
roughly. 2. to move by human strength alone: We man- 
handled the piano up the five flights of stairs and into the 
tiny apartment. 

man-hole (man/hol’) /‘mxn,howl/ n. [count] a hole, 
usually with a cover, giving access to a sewer, drain, 
steam boiler, etc. 

man-hood (man/hddod) /'‘mxnhud/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
state or time of being a man. 2. men thought of as a 
group. 

man/-hour’, n. [count] a unit of measurement based 
on an ideal amount of work accomplished by one person 
in one hour: increases in man-hours during the holiday 
seasons. 

man-hunt (man/hunt’) /‘man,hant/ n. [cont] an inten- 
sive search for a person, esp. a criminal. 

manisa (ma/né ə, man/ya) /‘meyniys, 'meynyd/ n., pl. 
-nieas. 1. excitement for something; craze: [count]: a 
mania for rock stars. [nonconnt}: car mania. 2. (non- 
count] a mental illness in which the victim suffers from 
over-excitedness, too much activity and talkativeness, 
and confused judgment. 

-mania, suffix. -mania is attached to roots to form nouns 
with the meaning “great or strong enthusiasm for (the el- 
ement of the root)’: biblio- (= book) + -mania 7 biblio- 
mania (= excessive or strong interest in or enthusiasm 
for books). 

maenieac (ma/né ak’) /‘meyniy,xk/ n. (count) 1. an in- 
sane person; lunatic. 2. a person who is very enthusiastic 
or overly excited (about something): a maniac about 
neatness. —masrni-a-cal (ma nia kal) /mo'nayakol/ adj. 
—marni/a-cal-ly, adv. 

man-ic (manik) /‘mexnik/ adj. 1. relating to or affected 
by mania: manic behavior during a crisis. 2. Overly ex- 
cited or enthusiastic: a mianic person when it comes to 
details. 

man/ic-de-pres/sive (da pres/iv) /da'presiv/ adj. 1. 
suffering from a condition in which there are periods of 
excitement and confidence followed by depression and 
anxiety. —n. [count] 2. a person suffering from such a 
disorder. 

man-i-cure (man/i kyddr’) /‘mwni,kyvr/ n., v., -cured, 
-cureing. —. [count] 1. a cosmetic treatment of the 
hands or fingernails. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to apply manicure 
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treatment to. 3. to trim or cut very carefully: to manicure 
a lawn. —man/i-cur/ist, 1. [court] See -CURA-, -MAN-!. 
man-i-fest (man/a fest’) /‘mano,fest/ adj. 1. readily and 
easily seen; evident; plain: a manifest error. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to make clear or evident: Hepatitis manifests itself 
witli yellowed eyes atid skin, and darkened urine. —n. 
[count] 3. a list of the cargo or passengers carried by a 
vessel. —man/i-fest/ly, adv. 

man-i-fes-ta-tion (man/e fe sta/shan, -fe-) /,mæn- 
ofa'steyfan, -fe-/ n. 1. [noncount) an act of manifesting; 
the state of being manifested. 2. [court] outward or visi- 
ble indication of something: a manifestation of the dis- 
ease. 

man-iefes-to (man/a fes/td) /;mwuna'festow/ n. [count], 
pl. -tos, -toes. a public statement of one’s intentions or 
purposes: His party manifesto called for increased mili- 
tary spending. 

man-i-fold (man/a fdld’) /'mænə,fowld/ adj. 1. of many 
kinds; having many different parts: manifold duties. —n. 
[count] 2. a fitting with openings for directing the flow of 
liquids or gases, as in the exhaust system of an automo- 
bile. 

man-ickin or manenickin (man/i kin) /‘memikin/ n. 
[count] 1. a very little man; dwarf; pygmy. 2. MANNEQUIN. 

maenila (ma nil’a) /ma'nilo/ adj. [before a noun) made 
of strong, often light brownish-yellow paper or fiber: Prt 
the report in a manila folder. 

man’ in the street’, n. [count] an ordinary person: 
average citizen: Ask the man in the street this question: 
are you better off than you were four years ago? 

maneicoc (man/é ok’, ma/né-) /‘meniy,nk, 'meyniy-/ n. 
CASSAVA. 

ma-nipeurlasble (mə nip/ya lə bal) /ma'nipyalobal/ adj. 
capable of being manipulated: manipulable children who 
are eager to please adults. See -Man-!. 

maenip-urlate (mə nip’ye lat’) /ma'nipya,leyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to manage or influence skillfully 
and often unfairly: He could manipulate people's feelings 
to get his way. 2. to handle or use, esp. with skill: He 
manipulated a large tractor easily by the age of ten. 3. to 
adapt or change (accounts, etc.) to suit one’s purpose: 
manipulated the sales figures to “create” a huge profit 
last year. —marnip-eurla-tion (ma _nip’ya_ lā/shən) 
/ma,nipya'leyfon/ n. (noncount): capable of manipulation 
to get what he wants. (count): the craflsman's manipula- 
tions of his tools. —marnip-urlartive (ma nip’ya lā’tiv, 
-lə tiv) /ma'nipya,leytiv, -lotiv/ adj. —marnip/uela/tor, 
n. [count] See -man-!. 

manekind (man/kind’) /'mæn'kaynd/ n. [noncount] 1. 
human beings thought of as a group without reference to 
sex; humankind: Mankind is not ready to explore the 
Stars. 2. men as distinguished from women. 

mansly (man/lé) /‘manliy/ adj., -liver, -litest. 1. having 
qualities traditionally thought of as belonging to or relat- 
ing to men; not feminine or boyish: manly acts of cour- 
age. 2. relating to or suitable for males: manly sports. 
—man/‘li-ness, n. [nonconunt] 

man/-made/, adj. produced by humans; not resulting 
from natural processes: man-inade pollution. 

manena (man’s) /'mænə/ n. [noncount] 1. (in the Bible) 
the food miraculously supplied to the Israelites in the wil- 
derness. 2. a sudden or unexpected source of help or 
good fortune. 

manned (mand) /maænd/ adj. carrying or operated by 
one or more persons: a manned spacecraft. 

man-ne-quin or maneickin or manenickin (man/i- 
kin) /‘menikin/ n. [count] 1. a solid representation of the 
human form used in window displays, etc.; a dummy. 2. 
one employed to model clothing. 

man-ner (man/ar) /‘mzxnor/ n. [count] 1. a way of doing, 
being done, or happening: /n what manner were you no- 
tified? 2. manners, [plural] a. the ways of living of a 
people, class, or period: Victorian manners. b. ways of 
behaving with reference to polite standards: She lhas 
such good manners. 3. a person's outward appearance 
when doing or behaving: a charming manner. 4. a char- 
acteristic or customary style; fashion: built in the 19th- 
century manner. 5. (singular; but used with a Singular or 
plural verb] kind; sort: What manner of man is le? All 
manner of things were happening. 

man-nered (man/ard) /'mænərd/ adj. 1. having 
manners of a specific kind (usually used in combination): 
ill-mannered. 2. affected; having a false appearance: a 
mannered walk. 

man-nereism (man/o riz’am) /'mand,rizom/ n. [count] a 
habitual or characteristic manner or way of doing some- 
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thing: fis annoying mannerism of picking at his teeth 
while talking. 

man-nersly (man/ar lē) /'manorliy/ adj. 
showing good manners; courteous. 

mansnish (man/ish) /‘manif/ adj. being typical or sug- 
gestive of a man rather than a woman. —man/nishly, 
adv.: She was dressed mannishly in a suit and tie. 
—man/nish-ness, n. [nonconrnt] 

ma.noeu.vre (mə noo/ver) /mə'nuwvər/ n., v., -vred, 
-vring. Chiefly Brit. MANEUVER. 

Man-or (man/ər) /'maænər/ u. [count] 1. an estate owned 
by a king or nobleman. 2. (in England) the house and 
land of a lord. 3. the main house on an estate, etc. 
—marnor-ieal, (mə nôr/ē əl, -nōr-), /mə'nəriyəl -nowr-/ 
adj. 

man-pow-er (man/pou/sr) /'mæn,pawər/ n. [noncount] 
power in terms of people available for work or military 
service. 

man-qué (mäng ka’) /man'key/ adj. [after a nonn) un- 
successful; unfulfilled: a poet manqué. 

manse (mans) /mæns/ r. [count] 1. the house occupied 
by a minister or parson. 2. a handsome, stately mansion. 

man-serv-ant (man/sur/vant) /‘man,sarvont/ nu. [count], 
pl. men-serv-ants. a male servant. 

mansion (man/shen) /'mænfən/ n. [count] 1. a very 
large or stately house as a place to live. 2. Often, 
mansions. [plural] Chiefly Brit. APARTMENT HOUSE. 

man/-sized’ or man/-size’, adj. big; generous: a 
man-sized sandwich. 

man-slaugh-ter (man/sl6/ter) /‘mixn,slotor/ n. [non- 
count] the unlawful killing of a human being in which 
there is no prior intent to kill. 

man-tel or man-tle (man/tl) /‘mantl/ n. [count] 1. a 
construction that frames the opening of a fireplace. 2. a 
Shelf above a fireplace opening. Also called mantel. 
piece, man-tle-piece (man/tl pés’) /'mæntl,piys/. 

manetil-la (man til’e, -tē/ə) /mæn'tılə, -'tiyə/ n. [count], 
pl. -las. a woman's head scarf worn over the back and 
shoulders, esp. in Spain or Latin America. 

manstis (man/tis) /‘mentis/ n. [count], pl. -tis-es, -tes (- 
téz). /-tiyz/ an insect having a long body and typically 
holding the forelegs in an upraised position as if in 
prayer. 

man-tle (man/tl) /‘mantl/ n. [count] 1. a cloak without 
sleeves. 2. something that covers, surrounds, or con- 
ceals: the mantle of darkness. 3. the portion of the 
earth, about 1800 mi. (2900 km) thick, between the crust 
and the core. 4. a small hood that does not burn, used 
in certain lanterns, that gives off a brilliant light when 
placed around a flame. 5. [usually singular) the respon- 
sibility or duties of a certain position: assunmied the man- 
tle of leadership. ©. MANTEL. 

mantra (man/tra, mdan/-) /‘mentro, 'man-/ also mane 
tram (-tram) /-tram/ n. (count), pl. -tras also -trams. 1. 
(in Hinduism and Buddhism) a sacred word or formula 
repeated as a prayer or to help one meditate. 2. any of- 
ten repeated word or phrase; a slogan. —manetric 
(man/trik) /‘muentrik/ adj. 

man-ural (man/yoo al) /'mænyuwəl/ adj. 1. [before a 
nounjoperated by hand rather than mechanically: a man- 
ual gearshift. 2. involving or requiring human effort; 
physical: rnanual labor. 3. of or relating to the hands. 
—n. (count) 4. a book giving instructions on how some- 
thing works or on how to do something: a computer 
manual. —man/uealely, adv.: When the automatic de- 
vices for the landing gear failed, he tried to lower it man- 
ually. See -Man-!. 

man-urfac-ture (man/ye fak/char) /;manyo'fektfoar/ v., 
-tured, -tureing, 1. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to make or produce 
by hand or machinery, esp. on a large scale: Tlie corn- 
pany manufactures liindreds of handguns every day. 2. 
to work up (material) into form for use: to manufacture 
cotton. 3. to make up (something untrue): to manufac- 
ture an excuse. —1. [noncount] 4. the making of goods 
or products by manual labor or by machinery, esp. on a 
large scale: the manufacture of cars. 5. the making of 
something: the manufacture of body cells. —man/ue 
fac/tur-er, sn. [count] See -FAC-, -MAN-!. 

manure (mə noor’, -nydor’) /ma'nur, -'nyor/ n. [non- 
count] solid waste material from animals, used as a sub- 
stance to fertilize soil. See -man-!. 

man-usscript (man/ya skript) /‘mwnya,skript/ n. 
[count] 1. a written, typewritten, or computer-produced 
piece of writing before being set in type: Nanded in his 
manuscript late. 2. a piece of writing on parchment or 
paper before books were invented: ancient ard forgotten 
manuscripts. See -MAN-', -SCRIB-. 


having or 
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man-y (men/é) /‘meniy/ adj., more (môr, mor) /mor, 
mowr/ most (modst) /mowst/ u., pron. —adj. 1. [before a 
plural noun) forming a large number; numerous: many 
people. 2. [~ + a + singular count noun) noting each 
one of a large number: For many a day it rained. —n. 
[count] 3. [a + adjective + ~ + of the + plural noun) a 
large number of persons or things: A good many of the 
beggars were blind. 4. the many, [plural; used with a 
plural verb) the greater part of humankind: The needs of 
the many outweighed the needs of the few. —pron. 
[used with a plural verb) 5. many persons or things: Many 
were unable to attend. Many of us dislike your new poli- 


cies. —Idiom. 6. many a time, again and again; fre- 
quently. 
map (map) /mivp/ n, v, mapped, map-ping. —n. 


[count] 1. a drawing on a flat surface, of parts or features 
of a place, as of the earth: The map showed all the city 
streets. See illustration at scHooL. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to 
represent or draw on or as if on a map: He mapped the 
surrounding terrain. 3. map out, to sketch or plan 
(something) out in detail: [~ + out + obj): to map out a 
new career. [~ + obj + out): took some time to map it 
out. —Idiom. 4. off the map, out of existence: Whole 
cities were wiped off the map by the tidal wave. 5. on 
the map, in or into a position of importance: The new 
casino put our town on the map. —map/maker, n. 
{count} 

maple (ma/pel) /'‘meypal/ n. 1. (count) any of numer- 
ous trees or shrubs grown for ornament, for timber, or 
for sap. 2. [noncount) the wood of the maple. 3. [non- 
count) the flavor of maple syrup or maple sugar. 

ma/ple sug/ar, n. [noncount) a yellowish brown sugar 
produced by boiling down maple syrup. 

ma/ple syr/up, n. [noncount) a syrup produced by 
partially boiling down the sap of the sugar maple. 

mar (mar) /mar/ v. [~ + obj], marred, mar-ring. to 
damage the attractiveness of; spoil: The strip mining 
area mars the beauty of the mountains. 

Mar or Mar., an abbreviation of: March. 

mar-a-bou also mareasbout, (mar/a bad’) /'mærə,buw/ 
n., pl -bous. 1. [count] a stork of sub-Saharan Africa 
that eats dead animals. 2. [noncount) material made 
from the feathers of marabous and used to trim women’s 
hats and clothing. 

maraca (mo rä/kə, -rak/ə) /mə'rakə, -'rækə/ n. 
[count], pl. -raceas. a gourd-shaped rattle filled with 
seeds or pebbles and used as a rhythm instrument. 

mar/a.schi/no cher/ry (mar/3 skē/nō, -shē/-) 
/,mera'skiynow, -'fiy-/ n. [count] a cherry kept in sweet 
syrupy water, used esp. in cocktails. 

mareasthon (mara thon’, -than) /'mærə,ðnn, -Bon/ n. 
[count] 1. a foot race over a course measuring 26 mi. 
385 yd. (42 km 352 m). 2. any long-distance race. 3. a 
long contest or event requiring great endurance: a dance 
marathon. —mar/a-thon/er, n. [count] 

maeraud (mə rôd/) /ma'rod/ v. to carry out raids: [no 
obj): Vikings marauding along the coasts of England. [~ 
+ Obj): They marauded villages along the coast. —mas 
raud/er, n. (count) —ma-raud/ing, adj. [before a noun): 
marauding pirates. 

mareble (mar/bal) /‘marbal/ n. 1. [nmoncount] limestone 
that has been changed into a hard rock, used in sculp- 
ture and in buildings: columns of beautiful marble. 2. 
[noncount]) something resembling marble, as in hard- 
ness: a heart of marble. 3. [count] a little ball usually 
made of glass for use in games: The marbles spilled 
onto the floor. 4. marbles, [noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb) a game for children played with marbles in a 
marked area on the ground. 5. marbles, [plural] Slang. 
wits; common sense: Have you lost all your marbles? 
—adj. [before a nour) 6. consisting of or resembling 
marble: rnarble statues. 

mar-bled (mar/bald) /‘marbald/ adj. having a pattern of, 
or colored like, the grainy or streaked colors of marble. 
mar-bling (mar/bling) /‘marbhin/ n. [noncount) 1. pat- 
terns or markings that resemble those of marble. 2. the 
intermixture of fat with lean in a cut of meat. 

march (march) /martf/ v. 1. [no obj] to walk with regu- 
lar steps, esp. in step with others: The soldiers marched 
down the street. 2. [no obj] to proceed in a deliberate 
manner: She inarched off to bed. 3. [no obj) to go for- 
ward or advance: Time marches on. 4. [no obj] to take 
part in an organized march: They marched for civil rights. 
5. {~ + obj] to cause to march: took her arm and 
marched lier out the door. —n. (count) 6. the act of 
marching: daily marches in the Ariny. 7. the distance 
covered in a single period of marching: a day's march. 8. 
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{usually singular) advance; progress: the march of sci- 
ence. 9. a piece of music with a rhythm suited to go with 
marching. 10. a procession organized as a protest or 
demonstration: a march on Washington. —march/er, n. 
[count] 

March (march) /martf/ n. [proper noun) the third month 
of the year, containing 31 days. Abbr.: Mar. 

mar-chion-ess (mar/sha nis, mar’sha nes’) /‘marfonis, 
marfa'nes/ n. (count) 1. the wife or widow of a mar- 
quess. 2. a woman holding a rank equal to that of a 
marquess. 

mare! (mar) /meoar/ n. [count] a female horse or donkey. 

ma.re? (mar/a, mar’é) /‘marey, 'meoriy/ n. [count], pl. 
marisa (mär/ē ə, mar’-) /‘mariya, 'meər-/. a large, dark 
plain found on the moon. 

mar-ga-rine (mar/jar in, -jə rén’) /‘mard3arin, -d3a,riyn/ 
n. [noncount) a butterlike product made of vegetable 
oils: spread some margarine on his toast. 

maregin (mar/jin) /‘mard3in/ n. [count] 1. the blank 
space around the printed matter on a page: Leave a 
margin of one inch on each side of your essay. 2. a bor- 
der; edge: the margin of the forest; living on the margins 
of society. 3. an amount allowed beyond what is neces- 
sary: no margin for error. 4. an amount or degree of dif- 
ference: to win by a margin of three votes. 

mar-gineal (mar/ja nal) /'mard3anol/ adj. 1. of, relating 
to, or located in a margin: marginal notes. 2. barely ade- 
quate: a marginal student. —mar/gineal-ly, adv.: He im- 
proved only marginally. 

mar-gienalica (mar/ja nā/lē ə, -nal’ya) = /,mard- 
30'neyliyo, -'neylyo/ n. [plural; used with a plural verb) 
marginal notes, as in a manuscript. 

maeriecaechi (mar’é a/ché) /,mariy'atfiy/ n., pl. -chis. 1. 
[count] a Mexican band made up of street musicians. 2. 
[count] a member of a mariachi. 3. [moncount] the tra- 
ditional Mexican music played by a mariachi. 

mar-iegold (mar/i gold’) /‘meri,owld/ n. [count] a 
plant having golden or orange flowers and strong- 
scented leaves. 

Marriejuaena or Marrichuaena (mara  wa/ns) 
/mera'wana/ n. [noncount) 1. the dried leaves and 
flowers of the hemp plant used esp. as a drug. 2. HEMP 
(def. 1). 

maerimeba (mə rim/bə) /mo'rimbo/ n. (count), pl. -bas. 
a musical instrument made up of a set of different-sized 
wooden bars that are struck with small hammers. 

Marriena (ma ré/na) /ma'riyna/ n. [count], pl. -nas. a 
boat basin where small boats can dock and be serviced. 

mMareitnade (n. mar/o nad’; v. marfa nad’) / n. 
„mærə'neyd; v. 'mwra,neyd/ n, v., -nadeed, -nad-ing. 
—n. 1. a liquid mixture in which food is soaked before 
cooking: [nencount): chicken marinade. [count]: a mari- 
nade of olive oil and wine vinegar. —v. 2. to marinate. 

mareienate (mar’a nat’) /'mærə neyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat- 
ing. (of food) to (cause to) be soaked in a marinade: [~ 
+ obj): Marinate the stew meat overnight. [no obj): Allow 
the meat to marinate overnight. —mar-iena-tion (mar/s- 
nā/shən) /,mixra'neyfan/ n. [noncount) 

maerine (moa rén’) /mo'riyn/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of 
or relating to the sea: marine vegetation. 2. of or relating 
to shipping by sea. —n. (count; sometimes: Marine) 3. a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Marine’ Corps’, n. [proper noun; usually: the + ~) a 
branch of the U.S. Navy trained to make sea-launched as- 
saults on land targets: The Marine Corps made its first 
landing on this beach. 

mareiener (mar’a nər) /'mærənər/ n. (count) a person 
who directs or assists in the sailing of a ship; a sailor. 

mar-i-on-ette (mar’é ə net’) /,miriya'net/ n. (count) a 
puppet moved by strings attached to its jointed limbs. 

mar-ietal (mar/i tl) /‘meeritl/ adj. [before a noun) of or 
relating to marriage: marital vows. —mar/ietally, adv. 

mareiettime (mar/i tim’) /‘miwri,taym/ adj. [before a 
nour) 1. of or relating to navigation. 2. of or relating to 
the sea: maritime weather. 

mar-joeram (méar/jar am) /'‘mard3aram/ n. [noncount] a 
sweet-smelling herb of the mint family. 

mark! (mark) /mark/ n. [count] 1. a visible impression 
on a surface, aS a line or spot: had a mark on her face 
frorn the scratch, 2. a symbol used in writing or printing: 
a punctuation mark. 3. something that indicates some- 
thing else; a token: to bow as a mark of respect. 4. a no- 
ticeable influence; imprint: The experience left its mark 
on her. See make one's mark below. 5. something typi- 
cal or characteristic of something else; a trait: a mark of 
nobility. 6. a device or symbol serving to identify, etc.: 
The peasant put his mark ou the document. 7. TRADE- 
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MARK. 8. a. a symbol used in rating a student's achieve- 
ment; grade: Her mark was au A. b. Often, marks. [plu- 
ral) any evaluative rating: We gave him high marks for 
trying so hard. 9. an object or sign serving to indicate 
position, as a point reached on a scale: 4 finally reached 
the halfway mark of the book. 10. a standard of merit: 
His work was Clearly not up to the mark. 11. a target: 
goal: to miss the mark. 12. a. an object of cruel laugh- 
ter: The short, pudgy boy was an easy mark for butties. 
b. the victim of a swindle: The banker was the mark for 
the con artists. 13. the starting line in a race: “On your 
mark...get set...go!” —v. 14. [~ + obj] to be a distin- 
guishing feature of: a day marked by sadness. 15. to 
make or put a mark or marks (on): [~ + obj]: She 
marked the watt with her greasy glove. (no obj): That soft 
wood surface marks too easily. 16. [~ + obj] to give a 
grade to: When wilt you mark the exams? 17. {~ + obj] 
to serve as a sign or signal of; to indicate: That day 
marked the end of a career. 18. [~ + obj] to label with 
indications of quality: to mark merchandise. 19. [~ + 
obj) to form by or as if by marks: to mark out a plan of 
attack. 20. [~ + obj] to designate by or as if by marks: 
He marked the sections that he wanted to delete. 21. [~ 
+ obj] to set apart beforehand: clearly marked for great- 
ness. 22. [~ + obj] to give attention to: Mark my words; 
she'H be famous one day. 23. mark down, a. to reduce 
the price of: [~ + down + obj]: marked down the prices 
almost 30%. [~ + obj + down): They had marked the 
prices down. b. to make a note of in writing: [~ + down 
+ obj): We'd better mark down the sizes. [~ + obj + 
down): We'd better mark them down, 24. mark off, a. 
to mark the dimensions or boundaries of: [~ + off + 
obj): marked off the parade route with stripes. [~ + obj 
+ off}: They marked it off with yellow tape. b. to write a 
line on or through some item: (~ + off + obj): He 
marked off each name on the list. {~ + obj + off}: He 
marked them off one by one. 25. mark up, a. to mar or 
ruin the appearance of with marks: [~ + up + obj): 
Don't mark up the walt! [~ + obj + up): Someone 
marked the painting up when they vandalized the mu- 
seum. b. to mark with notations or symbols: [~ + up + 
obj): Teachers shouldnt mark up a student's paper too 
much. (~ + obj + up): Don't mark it up with so much 
red ink! c. to raise the price of: [~ + up + obj]: The 
store marked up its inventory. (~ + obj + up): The store 
marked prices up almost 50%. —Idiom. 26. beside 
the mark, not on the subject at hand; not relevant. 27. 
make one’s mark, to achieve success: to make one's 
mark in show business. 28. mark time, a. to function at 
a job without making progress or advancing: He was just 
marking time until retirement. b. to move the feet one 
after the other as if marching but without moving for- 
ward. 29. wide of the mark, far from the target or 
one’s aim: comments wide of the mark. 

mark? (mark) /mark/ n. [count] the basic monetary unit 
of Germany and certain other countries. 

mark-down (mark/doun’) /‘mark,dawn/ n. (count) 1. a 
reduction in the price of an item: a markdown on sofas. 
2. the amount by which a price is reduced: a markdown 
of 30%. 

marked (markt) /markt/ adj. 1. striking; conspicuous: 
showed marked improvements in alt the tests. 2. 
watched as someone suspected of something, or as the 
object of revenge: The accountant is a marked man. 3. 
having a mark or marks. —mark-ed-ly (mar/kid lē) 
/‘markidliy/ adv.: His grades improved markedly after tu- 
toring. 

mark-er (mark/ar) /‘markor/ n. [count] 1. a thing that 
marks a place or shows the position of something: left a 
piece of paper in the book as a marker. 2. a tool for 
making marks: He used a yellow marker. 

mar-ket (mar/kit) /‘markit/ n. [count] 1. a place where 
buyers and sellers meet for the sale of goods: We went to 
the market for vegetables. 2. a store for selling food: Go 
to the market for milk. 3. a meeting of people for buying 
and selling: a market day. 4. trade in a particular prod- 
uct: (he cotton market. 5. demand for an item or a prod- 
uct: The health-food market ts expanding. 6. a region in 
which goods and services are bought or used: the foreign 
market. 7. (usually: the + ~] stock MARKET. —yv. 8. [no 
obj) to buy provisions for the home: They were out mar- 
keting when their house was robbed. 9. [~ + obj] to of- 
fer in a market for sale; to sell: Can they market their 
computers as being better than the competition? 
—lIdiom. 10. in the market for, interested in buying: 
He's in the market for a good used car. 11. on the mar- 
ket, for sale; available: How long has their house been 
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on the market? —mar/ket-a-ble, adj. —mar/ket-er, n. 
[count] 

mar-ket-ing (mar/ki ting) /‘markitin/ n. (noncount) 1. 
the act or practice of advertising and selling a product: 
She majored in marketing. 2. shopping for food: Her 
husband did the marketing on Fridays. 

mar-ket-place (mar/kit plas’) /‘markit,pleys/ n. [count] 
1. an area in a town where a market is held. 2. the world 
of business and trade: In a free, open marketplace our 
goods can compete. 3. any sphere in which people or 
things compete: a marketplace for ideas. 

mark-eka (mark/ka) /‘markka/ n., pl. -kaa (-ka) /-ka/. the 
basic monetary unit of Finland. 

markseman (märks/mən) /‘marksmon/ n. (count), pt 
-men. one who is skilled in shooting at a target. 
—marks/mansship’, n. (noncount) 

mark-up (mark/up’) /‘mark,ap/ n. [count] an increase in 
the price of an item. 

mar-slin (marlin) /‘marlin/ n., pl (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -lin, (esp. for kinds or species) -lins. a large 
saltwater game fish. 

mar-ma-lade (mär/mə lad’, mar/ma lad’) 
/‘marma,leyd, ,marmo'leyd/ n. [noncount) a jelly made 
from boiled fruit, containing pieces of citrus fruit: marma- 
lade on toast. 

mar-mo-set (mar/mea zeť, -set’) /‘marms,zet, -,set/ n. 
[count] a squirrel-sized monkey having soft fur and a 
long tail. 

mar-mot (mar/mat) /‘marmat/ n. [count] a short, stout, 
burrowing animal, as the woodchuck. 

ma-roon! (ma ron) /ma'ruwn/ n. [noncount) 1. a dark 
brownish red color. —adj. 2. of the color maroon. 

ma-roon? (mə rõon/) /ma'ruwn/ v. [~ + obj; usually be 

~-ed] to put ashore and abandon on an isolated is- 

land or coast: was marooned on an island. 

mar-quee (mar ké’) /mar'kiy/ n. (count), pl. -quees. 1. 
a cover that sticks out over the entrance to a building. 2. 
a large outdoor tent for sheltering a party. 

mar-quess (mar/kwis) /‘markwis/ n. [count] 1. a British 
nobleman ranking below a duke and above an earl. 2. MAR- 
QUIS. 

mar-quis (mär/kwis, mär kē/) /'markwıis, mar'kiy/ n. 
[count], pl -quis-es, -quis (-kēz/) /-'kiyz/. a European 
nobleman ranking below a duke and above a count. 

mar-quise (mär kéz/) /mar'kiyz/ n. (count), pi. -quis-es. 
1. the wife or widow of a marquis. 2. a woman holding a 
rank equal to that of a marquis. 

mar-riage (mar/ij) /'mærıdz/ n. 1. [noncount] the insti- 
tution under which a man and woman live as husband 
and wife under law: different customs of marriage. 2. the 
state or relationship of being married: [noncount)]: a 
happy state of marriage. (count): Her tast two marriages 
were unhappy. 3. (count) the ceremony that formalizes 
marriage: The marriage took place in her old parish 
church. 4. [count] an intimate living arrangement with- 
out permission from the law: a triat marriage. 5. [count] 
a close association in which there is blending of different 
elements: The car is a perfect marriage of power and 
performance. 

mar-riage-a-ble (mar/ij ə bal) /‘maxrid3zabal/ adj. suita- 
ble, as in age, for marriage: a daughter of marriageable 
age. 

mareried (mar/éd) /‘mixriyd/ adj. 1. united in marriage: 
a happily married couple. 2. [before a nounjof or relat- 
ing to marriage or married persons: Married life isn't 
easy. —n. [count] 3. Usually, marrieds. [plural] married 
people. 

mar-row (mar/6) /‘mxrow/ n. [noncount] the soft fatty 
tissue in the cavities of bones where blood cells are pro- 
duced. 

marry (mar/é) /‘mxriy/ v., -ried, -ry-ing. 1. (~ + obj] 
to take (someone) as a husband or wife: He married her 
when he was eighteen. 2. [no obj] to take a husband or 
wife; wed: In some Countries girls can marry when they 
are fourteen. 3. [~ + obj] to perform the marriage cere- 
mony for (a couple): The priest married them in the old 
church. 4. to arrange the marriage of: [~ + obj]: He 
wanted to marry his daughter into a rich family. (~ + off 
+ obj): They married off alt their children. [~ + obj + 
off: married them off quickly. 5. to gain through mar- 
riage: [~ + obj): to marry money. [no obj): to marry into 
money. 6. to join or unite closely: [~ + obj]: marrying 
the two disciplines of study. [no obj): This wine and 
cheese marry well. ——-Related Words. marry is a verb, 
MARRIAGE iS a noun, MARRIED is an adjective: She wants to 
marry you. They had a difficult marriage. A married man 
can't have another wife in this culture. 
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marsh (marsh) /marf/ n. [count] an area of waterlogged 
soil covered with tall grasses. —marsh/y, adj., -i-er, 
-i-est. 

mareshal (marshal) /‘marfol/ n., v., -shaled, -shal-ing 
or (esp. Brit.) -shalled, -shal-ling. —n. [count] 1. an ad- 
ininistrative officer of a U.S. court with duties similar to a 
sheriffs. 2. the chief of a police or fire department. 3. an 
official who leads special ceremonies, as a parade. 4. an 
army officer of the highest rank, as in France. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to arrange in proper or effective order: to marshal 
facts. 6. to usher or show the way to (someone) ceremo- 
niously. 

marsh’ gas’, n. [noncount] methane formed from de- 
cayed organic matter. 

marsh-emal-low (marsh’mel/6, -mal/d) /‘marf,melow, 
-mælow/ n. 1. [noncount] a spongy candy substance 
made from gelatin, corn syrup, and flavoring: cookies 
filled with marshinallow. 2. [count] a piece of this, eaten 
as a candy: roasting marshmallows over the campfire. 

marsh’ mar/igold, n. (count) a yellow-flowered plant 
of the buttercup family, growing in marshes. 

mar-suepieal (mar soo’pé al) /mar'suwpiyol/ n. [count] 
1. an animal that gives birth to immature young that 
complete their development in a pouch on the mother's 
abdomen: Marsupials inchide opossurns and kangaroos. 

—adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to the marsupials. 

mart (mart) /mart/ n. [count] 1. market; trading center. 
2. a place for selling goods wholesale. 

mar-ten (mar/tn) /‘martn/ n., pi. -tens, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ten. 1. [count] a mainly tree- 
dwelling animal of the weasel family. 2. [noncount] the 
fur of such an animal. 

mar-tial (mar/shal) /‘marfol/ adj. [before a noun] relat- 
ing to or suitable for war: martial music. —mar‘tially, 
adv. 

mar/tial art’, n. [count] Often, martial arts. [p/ural] a 
traditional form of self-defense of East Asia: martial arts 
such as judo and kung fu. 

mar/tial law’, n. [noncount] law or control temporarily 
imposed upon an area by military forces: to declare mar- 
tial law. 

Mar-tian (mar/shon) /'‘marfon/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
the planet Mars or its hypothetical inhabitants. —n. 
[count] 2. a suppposed inhabitant of Mars. 

mar-tin (mar/tn) /‘martn/ n. [count] a bird having a 
wedge-shaped or notched tail. 

mar-tienet (mar’tn et’, mar/tn et’) /;martn'et, 'martn,et/ 
n. [count] 1. someone who demands overly strict disci- 
pline, esp. a military person. 2. someone who sticks to 
rules and demands this of others: Her teacher was a 
martinet. 

mar-tieni (mar té/né) /mar'tiyniy/ n. [count], pl. -nis. a 
cocktail made with gin or vodka and dry vermouth. 

maretyr (mar’tar) /‘martor/ n. [count] 1. one who will- 
ingly suffers death rather than give up his or her religion: 
early Christian martyrs. 2. one who suffers for a cause. 
3. one who undergoes suffering. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
make a martyr of, esp. by putting to death. 5. to tor- 
ment: torture. —mar-tyredom (mar/tar dam) /'martə- 
rdom/ n. (noncount] 

mar-vel (mar/val) /‘marvol/ n., v., -veled, -vel-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -velled, -vel-ling. —n. [count] 1. something 
that causes wonder or astonishment: an engineering 
marvel. —v. 2. to be filled with wonder (at): [~ + at + 
obj): | marveled at her ability to charm. [~ + that 
clause): They marveled that you won. 

mar-vel-ous (mär/və las) /'marvələs/ adj. 1. superbly 
fine; wonderful: a marvelous show. 2. tending to Cause a 
feeling of marvel: a marvelous view of the ruins. Also, 
esp. Brit, mar/vel-lous. —mar/vel-ous-ly, adv.: did 
marvelously well in the stock rnarket. 

Marx-ism (mark/siz am) /'‘marksizam/ also Marx-i-an- 
ism (mark/sé ə niz’am) /'‘marksiy ə ,nizam/ n. [non- 
count] the system of thought developed by Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels, esp. that struggle among the social 
classes has been the main force of historical change and 
that capitalism will be replaced by a socialist order and a 
classless society. —Marx/ist, Marx/t-an, n. [count], adj. 

mar-Ziepan (mär’zə pan’) /'maurzə, pæn/ n. [noncount] a 
molded candy substance made of almond paste. 

masc., an abbreviation of: masculine. 
mas-carea (ma skara) /mæ'skwro/ n. [noncount] a cos- 
metic applied to the eyelashes. 

mas-cot (mas/’kot, -kət) /‘maskot, -kot/ n. [count] 
something adopted by a group as its symbol to bring 
good luck: took in the stray dog and inade it their mas- 
cot. 
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mas-curline (mas/kya lin) /‘maskyolin/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to a man or men. 2. having qualities traditionally 
thought of as belonging to men, as strength. 3. of, relat- 
ing to, or being the grammatical gender that has among 
its members most nouns referring to males, as well as 
other nouns, as Spanish dedo “finger” or German Bleistift 
“pencil.” 4. (of a woman) mannish. —n. 5. [noncount; 
singular; usually the + ~] the masculine gender in gram- 
mar. 6. [count] a word or other form in or marking the 
masculine gender. —mas-curlinei-ty (mas/kya lin/i tē) 
/meskyoa'linitiy/ n. [noncount] 

mash (mash) /mæf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to change (some- 
thing) into a soft pulpy mass by beating: mashed the po- 
tatoes. 2. to crush: He mashed his fingers when the door 
closed on them. —n. {noncount] 3. a soft pulpy mass. 4. 
a mixture of boiled grain, bran, etc., fed to livestock. 

mash-er'! (mash/ar) /‘maxfor/ n. [count] a person or 
thing that mashes: a potato masher. 

mash-er? (mash/ar) /'mefor/ n. [count] a man who tries 
to attract women, often in a bothersome or annoying 
way: a masher at a subway Station. 

mask (mask) /mask/ n. [count] 1. a covering for the 
face, worn to hide one’s identity, to frighten, or to cause 
laughter. 2. anything that disguises: His politeness is a 
mask for anger. 3. a covering, as of wire or gauze, worn 
over all or part of the face, for protection, etc.: a catch- 
ers mask. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to disguise; hide: to mask 
one’s intentions. 5. to cover, hide, or shield with or as if 
with a mask: eyes masked by reflecting sunglasses. 
—masked, adj.: a masked robber. 

mas-och-ism (mas/a_kiz’am, maz/-) /‘maso,kizom, 
'mxz-/ n. [noncount] 1. a psychological disorder in 
which sexual pleasure is derived from pain. 2. the ten- 
dency to find pleasure in submissiveness, etc. —mas/- 
ochist, n. [count] —mas/ocheis/tic, adj. —mas/och: 
is/ti-calely, adv. 

mason (mā/sən) /'meyson/ n. [count] one whose trade 
is building with stones or bricks. 

ma-sonery (ma/san rē) /'meysonriy/ n. [noncount] 1. 
work constructed by a mason, esp. stonework: admiring 
the masonry in that cathedral. 2. the craft of a mason. 

mas-quereade (mas/ka rad’) /,mwsko'reyd/ n, v., 
-ad-ed, -ad-ing. —n. [count] 1. a party of people wearing 
masks and costumes. 2. a costume worn at such a gath- 
ering. 3. false outward show: a masquerade of his true 
feelings. —v. 4. [~ + as + obj] to represent oneself 
falsely: masqueraded as a surgeon. 5. to disguise one- 
self: [~ + as + obj]: The spy masqueraded as an old 
peddier. [no obj]: He could be masquerading; who 
knows? —mas/quer-ad/er, n. [count] 

mass! (mas) /mæs/ n. 1. [count] a body of matter, usu- 
ally of indefinite shape: took a mass of dough and spread 
it on the pan. 2. [count] a collection of particles thought 
of as forming one body: a mass of sand. 3. [count] a 
large number; a great deal of: a mass of errors. 4. 
(count; usually singular] the greater part of something: 
the great mass of American films. 5. [(noncount] the en- 
tire collection (of something); aggregate; whole: People, 
in the mass, mean well. 6. [noncount] bulk; massive- 
ness: towers of great mass. 7. [noncount] Physics. the 
quantity or amount of physical matter of a thing as fig- 
ured from its weight or from Newton's second law of mo- 
tion. Abbr.: m 8. the masses, [plural] common people 
thought of as a whole: an appeal to the masses. —adj. 
[before a noun] 9. of or relating to a large number of 
people: mass uneinployment. 10. done on a large scale: 
weapons of mass destruction. —v. 11. to (cause to) 
come together in or form a mass: [no obj]: Clouds were 
massing in the west. [~ + obj]: The general massed his 
troops for battle. 

mass? (mas) /mæs/ n. [often: Mass] the ceremony of the 
Eucharist: [moncount): Mass is held on Sunday. (count): 
The priest performed two Masses each Sunday. 

Mass., an abbreviation of: Massachusetts. 

mas-Sa-cre (mas/a kar) /'mæsəkər/ n., v., -cred, -cring. 
—n. [count] 1. the violent killing of a large number of 
esp. helpless human beings: a massacre of civilians. 2. a 
general slaughter. 3. the inflicting of great damage or 
defeat: another massacre for our team. —v. [~ + obj] 4. 
to kill in a massacre; slaughter: Thousands of people 
were massacred. 5. to defeat thoroughly: massacred yet 
again by our rivals. 

mas-sage (mə sazh/) /mo'sa3/ n., v., -saged, -sag-ing. 
—n. 1. the skill of treating the body by rubbing, squeez- 
ing, etc., so as to stimulate circulation or take away pain: 
[count]: He went to the trainers room for a massage. 
[noncount): treatinent with massage and hot water bot- 
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tles. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to treat by massage: massaged his 
stiff neck. 3. to persuade by flattery: rnassaged his ego. 
4. to manipulate to produce a desired result: The ac- 
countants massaged the data to make it look like there 
were net losses. 

massage’ parlor, n. [count] 1. an establishment pro- 
viding massages. 2. a similar establishment that also 
provides sexual services. 

mas-seur (mə stir’, -sõór/) /ma'sar, -'sur/ n. [count] a 
man who provides massage as a profession. 

mas-seuse (mə sods’, -sodz’) /ma'suws, -'suwz/ n. 
[Count] a woman who provides massage as a profession. 

mas-sive (mas/iv) /‘mzxsiv/ adj. 1. made up of or form- 
ing a large mass: the massive cohimns of the ancient 
ternple. 2. large or prominent: a massive forehead. 3. 
large in amount or degree: a massive dose of medicine. 
—mas/sive-ly, adv. —mas/sive-ness, n. [noncount] 

mass’ me/dia, n. the means of communication, as 
newspapers, that reach great numbers of people: [non- 
count; used with a singular verb]: The mass media is not 
responsible for the decline in vahies. [pinral; used with a 
plural verb): The mass media are no longer as responsi- 
ble as they once were. 

mass’ noun’, n. [count] a noun that refers to a quan- 
tity or mass of things seen as a whole or collection, and 
therefore not normally having a plural. A mass noun like 
Sugar or sand does not have a plural, unless we refer to 
a measure or type or kind of such a thing: The noncount 
meaning of the mass noun sugar appears in “I like 
sugar.” The count meaning of the mass noun sugar ap- 
pears in: “How many sugars (= spoons, packets, or 
humps of sugar) do you want in your coffee?” 

mass’ num/ber, n. [count] the number of protons and 
neutrons in the nucleus of an atom. 

mass/-produce’, v. [~ + obj], -duced, -duc-ing. to 
produce (goods) in large amounts, esp. by machinery: 
When cars could be mass-produced, prices for therm fell. 
—mass/ produc/tion, n. [noncount] 

mast (mast) /mest/ n. [count] 1. a polelike structure ris- 
ing above a ship to hold sails 2. any upright pole, as a 
support for an aerial, etc.: television masts. 

mas-tec-to-my (ma stek/ta mē) /mz'stektamiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -mies. the surgical removal of all or part of 
the breast. See -tom-. 

mas-ter (mas/tar) /‘mestor/ n. [count] 1. a person with 
the ability or power to control: She simply wanted to be 
the master of her own fate. 2. an owner of a Slave or ani- 
mal: The dog followed its master everywhere she went. 
3. a person very skilled or famous in a discipline, as an 
art or science: one of the great masters of modern art; a 
Zen master. 4. Chiefly Brit. a male teacher. 5. an original 
document, drawing, manuscript, tape, or disk, etc., from 
which copies are made. —adj. [before a noun] 6. chief: 
principal: a master list; The house has a large master 
bedroom. 7. controlling others of its type: a master 
switch. 8. being a master from which copies can be 
made: a master tape. 9. very skilled: a master designer. 
—v. [~ + obj] 10. to make oneself master of; to learn to 
use or control: to master a foreign language. 11. to con- 
quer; overcome: He soon mastered the difficulties of his 
new job. 12. to produce a master tape, disk, or record 
of. 

mas-ter-ful (mas/tar fal) /'‘mastarfal/ adj. 1. having or 
showing the qualities of a master; authoritative. 2. done 
well; showing mastery; masterly: a masterful perfor- 
mance. —mas/ter-ful-ly, adv. 

mas/ter key’, n. [count] a key that will open a number 
of different locks. 

mas-tersly (mas/tar lē) /'mæstərliy/ adj. 1. very skillful: 
a masterly job of fixing the wiring. —adv. 2. in a masterly 
manner. 

mas-teremind (mas/tar mind’) /‘mastor,maynd/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to plan and direct skillfully: fo mastermind the 
theft. —n. [count] 2. one who is responsible for the per- 
formance of a project: a mastermind behind the plot. 
mas/ter of cer/emonies, n. [count] one who con- 
ducts events, as a television broadcast, acting as host 
and introducing the speakers. Abbr.: MC 
mas-ter-piece (mas/ter pés’) /'mæstər,piys/ n. [count] 
l. a person's greatest piece of work, as in an art. 2. a 
fine example of excellence: That speech was a rnaster- 
piece of quick thinking. 

mas/ter ser’geant, n. [count] a noncommissioned of- 
ficer in the armed forces ranking above certain ser- 
geants. 


mas-ter-stroke (mas/tar strk’) /'mæstər,strowk/ n. 
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[count] an extremely skillful or effective action: planned 
his tnasterstroke to catch his opponent off guard. 

mas-ter-work (mas/tar wiirk’) /'‘mistor,w3rk/ 11. MAS- 
TERPIECE. 

mas-ter-y (mas/ta rē) /'mwstoriy/ n. [noncount] 1. 
knowledge or skill: His mastery of Italian was complete. 
2. superiority; control; dominance: mastery over their en- 
ermes. 3. expert skill or knowledge. 

mast-head (mast/hed’) /‘mast,hed/ n. [count] 1. a box 
or column, usnally on the editorial page of a newspaper 
or magazine, giving the names of the owners, staff mem- 
bers, etc. 2. the top part of a ship's mast. 

masticate (mas/ti kat’) /‘masti,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat 
ing. to chew (food): [~ + obj]: masticating their crunchy 
cereal noisily. [no Obj): noisily masticating during break- 
fast. —mas-ti-ca-tion (mas/ti ka’shan) /,masti'keyfon/ 
n. (noncount] 

mastiff (mas/tif) /‘mestif/ n. [count] a breed of large, 
powerful shorthaired dogs having a spotted coat and a 
dark muzzle. 

mas-to-don (mas/ta don’) /'mæstə,don/ n. [count] an 
extinct elephantlike mammal. 

mas-tur-bate (mas/tar bat) /'‘mestorbeyt/ v., -bat-ed, 
-bat-ing. to stimulate the genitals of (oneself or some- 
one else) for sexual pleasure: [no obj): Masturbating is 
normal. (~ + obj]: masturbating one another. —mas- 
tur-ba-tion (mas/tar ba’shan) /;mwstor'beyfan/ n. [non- 
count) See -TURB-. 

mat? (mat) /mæt/ n., v., mat-ted, mat-ting. —n. [count] 
1. a piece of fabric used on a floor as a covering: a floor 
mat. 2. a piece of material set under an object, as a 
dish: a place mat. 3. a thick pad placed on a floor to 
protect wrestlers and gymnasts. 4. a thick tangled mass, 
as of weeds or hair. —v. 5. to form into a tangled mass: 
[no obj): Her hair matted from the sweat. [~ + obj]: The 
rain matted his hair. 6. go to the mat, [~ (+ for + 
obj)| to support or defend a person or cause with deter- 
mination: promised he'd go to the mat for her when she 
came up for review. 

mat? (mat) /mæt/ n., v., mat-ted, mat-ting. —n. [count] 
1. material serving as a frame or border for a picture. 
—v. [~ + obj) 2. to provide (a picture) with a mat. 

mat? (mat) /maæt/ adj., n., v., mat-ted, mat-ting. MATTE. 

matea-dor (mata dôr’) /'mætə,dər/ n. [count] one who 
traditionally kills the bull in a bullfight. 

match’ (mach) /mætf/ n. [count] a slender piece of 
wood or cardboard with a tip having a chemical sub- 
stance that produces fire when rubbed on a rough or 
chemically prepared surface. 

match? (mach) /mætf/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that equals or resembles another in some respect. 2. a 
person or thing able to deal with another as an equal: 
met his match in the debate. 3. a pair of persons or 
things that go together well: They are a perfect match. 4. 
a game or competition in which two or more contestants 
oppose each other: a tennis match. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to 
equal: He couldn't natch his earlier score. 6. to go har- 
moniously with or correspond because of color or de- 
sign: [~ + obj]: The skirt matches the jacket perfectly. 
[no obj): The skirt and jacket match perfectly. 7. to 
(cause to) correspond: [~ + obj: has to match his 
actions with his beliefs. [no obj): His actions and his be- 
liefs match. 8. to fit together; to find a connection to or 
with: [no obj): See if the puzzle pieces match. [~ + obj): 
Match the puzzle pieces to the clues at the bottom. 9. [~ 
+ obj) to place in conflict; to provide with an opponent 
or competitor, often of equal power: The tearns were well 
matched. 

match-book (mach’bd0k’) /'matJ,buk/ n. [count] a 
small folder into which matches are stapled or glued. 

match-less (mach/lis) /‘mextflis/ adj. having no equal: 
matchless courage. 

match-emak-er (mach/mā’kər) /'mætf,meykər/ n. 
[count] 1. one who arranges marriages by introducing 
possible mates. 2. one who arranges any possible alli- 
ance. 

mate (mat) /meyt/ n., v., matted, mating. —n. [count] 
l. a husband or wife; spouse. 2. a sexual partner of an 
animal: studying how baboons and their mates interact. 
3. one of a pair: a inate of a glove. 4. Chiefly Brit. friend; 
buddy; chum (often used as a friendly term of address): 
Well, mate, let's get going. 5. a rank below a ship's cap- 
tain: the first mate. 6. This word is used after a root or 
word with the meaning “a person who shares”: an office- 
mate (= someone sharing an office); a roonunate (= 
someone sharing a roor). —v. 7. to (cause to) have sex- 
ual relations in order to breed, as animals: [no obj): 
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Those animals mate in the fall. (~ + obj]: Researchers 
tried to mate the female with the male. —mat/ing, adj. 
[before a noun): the mating season, when animals dis- 
play their courtship behavior. 

-mater-, root. -mater- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “mother.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: MATERNAL, MATERNITY, MATRIARCH, MATRICIDE, MAT- 
RIMONY, MATRIX, MATRON. 

ma-tesrri-al (moa tér’é at) /mo'tioriyal/ n. 1. [roncount) 
the substance of which something is made: the basic 
material of our bodies. 2. [noncount]) something, esp. a 
solid, that serves as raw matter to be made into some- 
thing: building material. 3. materials, [plural] the appa- 
ratus needed to make something: writing materials. 4. a 
textile fabric, as cloth: [moncount]: She bought some ma- 
terial to make a dress. (count): She used a light material 
to make her dress. 5. [nonconnt] ideas or facts that can 
provide the basis for some work: material for a book. 6. 
[nonconnt] a person considered as suited to a particular 
activity: She's certainly college material. —adj. [before a 
noun) 7. formed of matter; physical; corporeal; of or re- 
lating to matter: the material world. 8. relating to the 
physical world rather than the spiritual or intetlectual: 
material comforts. 9. of or relating to materialism; mate- 
rialistic. 10. important: a material difference. 11. to the 
point; pertinent; essential: asked a material question. 
—marte/’riealely, adv. 
ma-terri-al-ism (mə tēr/ē a liz’am) /mo'tioriya,tizom/ it. 
[noncount) too much emphasis on material objects, 
comforts, and considerations, as opposed to spiritual or 
intellectual values: the materialisin of the 1970's and 
1980's. —ma-te/ri-a-list, n. {connt), adj. —ma-ter/i-a: 
list/ic, adj. 
ma-terrieal-ize (mə tér’é a liz’) /mo'tioriyo,layz/ v. [no 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to become real: Our ideas never 
materialized. 2. to assume material form: materialized 
suddertly out of thin air. —marterri-al-i-za-tion (mə ter’- 
ē ə li za’shan) /mod,tioriyali'zeyfan/ n. Crortcount) 
ma-té-ri-el or ma-teerri-el (mə tērē el) /mə,tiəriy'el/ 
it. [noncount] all the equipment used by an organization, 
as the military: a depot for war matériel. 
ma-ter-nal (mə tûr/nt) /mo'tsrnl/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
a mother: maternal instincts. 2. [before a nour] related 
through a mother’s side of the family: a maternal annit. 
—ma-rter/nal-ly, adv. See -MATER-. 
ma-ter-niety (mə tûr/ni tē) /mo'tarnitiy/ n. [noncount] 
1. the state of being a mother; motherhood. —adj. [be- 
fore a noni) 2. applying to mothers before, during, and 
after childbirth: maternity leave. 3. suitable for wear by 
pregnant women: maternity clothes. See -MATER-. 
math (math) /m2x0/ u. [noncount] mathematics. 
math-e-mat-i-cal (math’a mat/ik al) //mæĝə'mætıkəl/ 
adj. [before a noun) of or retating to mathematics: math- 
ematical equations. —math’e-mat/i-cal-ly, adv.: mathe- 
matically inclined. 
math-e-ma-ti-cian (math’a mə tish’an) 
mo'tifon/ n. [count] a speciatist in mathematics. 
math-e-mateics (math’a mat/iks) /mæĝðə'mætiks/ n. 1. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] the systematic 
study of numbers and the relations between quantities 
expressed by symbols: Mathematics deals with counting 
and with areas of circles and volumes. 2. (plural; used 
witht a plural verb) mathematical procedures, operations, 
or properties: The mathematics are tricky in that equa- 
tion. 
mat-ienée or mateienee (mat/n a7) /,mitn'cy/ I 
[count] a performance held in the daytime, usually in the 
afternoon. 
matriarch (ma/tré ark’) /‘meytriy,ark/ n. [count] 1. 
the female head of a family or tribal line. 2. a woman 
who is the founder or most important member of a 
group. See -ARCH-, -MATER-. 
ma-tri-ar-chal (ma/’tré ar’kal) /,meytriy'urkol/ adj. of or 
relating to a matriarch or to a matriarchy. 
mastrisarsechy (ma/tré ar’ké) /'meytriy,urkiy/ 1, pl. 
-chies. 1. a family, society, or state governed by women: 
[count]: a matriarchy deep in the jungle. (noncount): 
men’s iiierent fear of imatriarclty. 2. a form of sociat or- 
ganization in which the mother is head of the family and 
women have considerable power and property: [connt]: 
Were itatriarclues more stable than patriarclties? (non- 
count): the notion of matriarchy in aiuthropology. See 
-MATER-. 
mat-ri-cide (ma/tri sid’, ma/-) /'mitrisayd, 'mey-/ it 
1. the act of killing one’s mother: [soncomt): the horror 
of inatricide. (count): the number of reported matricides. 
2. [connut] one who kills his or her mother. —materiecid- 
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al, (ma’tri sid/I, ma/-) /,mztri'sayd], ,mey-/ adj. See -Ma- 
TER-, -CIDE-. 
ma-tric-u-late (mə trik’ya lat’) /mo'trikyoleyt/ v., 


-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to (cause to) be enrolled as a student in 
a college or university: [~ + obj]: The college matricu- 
lated over 1200 new students. [no obj]: He took enough 
courses to matriculate. —mastric-urla-tion (mə trik’ya- 
la’shan) /ma,trikya'leyfan/ n. (norncount] 
materiemoeny (ma/’tra m6/né) /'mætro,mowniy/ n. [non- 
count] the state of being married; marriage. —materi- 
mosnical (ma/’tra md/né al) /mætrə'mowniyəl/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun]: matrimottial bliss. See -MATER-. 
ma-trix (ma/triks, ma/-) /'‘meytriks, 'mæ-/ n. [count], pl. 
matrices (ma/tri séz’, ma/-) /'‘meytri,siyz, 'm&æ-/ mas 
trix-es. 1. something that makes up the point from 
which something etse comes; the basis of something. 2. 
a rectangular arrangement of symbols. See -MATER-. 
ma-tron (ma/tran) /'‘meytron/ n. [count] 1. a married 
woman, esp. one who is mature and dignified. 2. a 
woman officer, as in a prison for women. —ma/tronrly, 
adj. See -MATER-. 
ma/tron of hon/or, n. [count] a married woman who 
is the principal attendant of the bride at a wedding. 
matte or mat or matt (mat) /mæt/ adj., t., v., mat-ted 
or matt-ed, matting or matting. —adj. 1. having a 
dull surface; not shiny or glossy: matte paint. —n. 
[count] 2. a dull surface, as on metals, paint, paper, or 
glass. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to finish with a matte surface. 
mat-ter (mat/ar) /'mætər/ n. 1. [noncount] the material 
of which any physicat object is composed; physical sub- 
stance, as distinguished from the spirit or the mind. 2. 
[noncount] a particular kind of substance: coloring mat- 
ter. 3. [count] a situation; affair; circumstance; event: a 
trivial matter. 4. [noncount) importance; significance: de- 
cisions of little matter. 5. (count; singular; a + ~ + of) 
an amount counted approximately: It's only a matter of 
time before the police get you (= It’s ouly a short time 
before they get you). 6. [connt; singular; a + ~ + of) 
This phrase is used to introduce the thing needed in or- 
der to do or to accomplish something already men- 
tioned: Using a computer is just a matter of patience and 
training (= Patience and training are needed to use a 
computer). 7. the matter, [count singular; the + ~) 
something troubling: Is something the matter? 8. [non- 
count] something written or printed: reading matter. 9. 
[noncount] things sent by mail: postal matter. 10. [non- 
count] a substance given off by a living body, esp. pus: 
grayish matter oozing from the wound. —v. {not: be + 
~-ing) 11. to be of importance: [no obj]: The cost 
doesn't matter to Hint. (it + ~ + that clause]: It doesnt 
matter that your hair is too long. —Idiom. 12. a mat- 
ter of opinion, a topic on which there may be different 
opinions: a matter of opinion which of the two dogs is 
cuter. 13. as a matter of fact, in reality; actually: As a 
matter of fact, 1 don't care. 14. for that matter, as far 
as that is concerned; as for that: 1 don’t wart yon going 
out with him, or, for that matter, talking to him. 15. no 
matter, [~ + who / what / when / where / how / wihty] re- 
gardless of; not making a difference: No matter how hard 
we try, we always lose. 16. no matter what, definitely; 
certainly; regardless: We'll be there no matter what. 
mat/ter-of-fact’, adj. 1. concerned with fact alone. 2. 
not showing emotions; nonchalant: tried to be very mat- 
ter-of-fact, but my heart was breaking. —mat/ter-of- 
fact/ly, adv. 
mat-ting (mat/ing) /‘matin/ u. [noncourt) 1. material 
for mats. 2. mats thought of as a group. 
mat-tress (ma/tris) /‘metris/ n. [count] a large pad 
used on a bed for support. 
ma-ture (mə töór/, -tyðór/, -chddr’) /mə'tör, -'tyur, 
-'tfor/ adj., -tur-er, -tur-est, v., -tured, -tur-ing. —adj. 
1. fully developed in body or mind: mature enought to 
take care of herself when she came home from school. 
2. complete in development: The wine is fully mature. 3. 
[before a nom) intended for or composed of adults: mma- 
ture subjects; a movie for mature andiences. 4, payable; 
due: a mature boud. —v. 5. to (cause to) become ma- 
ture: [no obj]: The wine Nad matured beautifully. [~ + 
obj): Experience has matured hint. 6. [0 obj] to be- 
come due: The bond had matured and was worth $50. 
—mat-uwration (mach’a ra’shen) /,mietfo'reyfon! it. 
{rroncount]) —ma-ture/ly, adv. —Related Words. ma- 
TURE is an adjective and a verb, maturity is a noun: She's 
very mature for her age. The plants matured and grew. 
Face your problems with maturity. 
ma-turriety (mə tddr/i tē, -tydor-7, -chddr-7) /ma'turitly, 
-tyor-', -tfor-'/ n. 1. [noncount) the quality or state of 
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being mature: to show great maturity in handling an 
emergency. 2. [noncomnt] full development: to bring a 
plan to tnaturity. 3. (coint) the time when a note or bill 
of exchange becomes due. 

maudlin (môd/lin) /‘modlin/ adj. embarrassingly senti- 
mental or foolishly sad: a maudlin story about a lost dog. 

maul (môl) /mol/ n. mauled, maul-ing. [count] 1. a 
heavy hammer used esp. for driving stakes or wedges. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to handle or use roughly: The gang was 
mauling her in the parking lot. 3. to injure by rough 
treatment: The lion tarner was mauled by one of the li- 
ons. —maul/er, n. (count) 

maun-der (m6n/dar) /‘mondar/ v. [no obj] to talk ram- 
blingly or without making much sense: srmaundering 
about his difficult life during the war. 

mau-so-le-um (m0/sa lé’am, -z9-) /,mosa'liyam, -z9-/ n. 
[count], pl. -lesums, -leea (-lé/a) /-‘liya/. a large, impres- 
sive tomb. 

mauve (mov, mdv) /mowv, mov/ n. [noncount] a pale 
purple. 

maven or maevin (ma/van) /‘meyvon/ n. [count] an 
expert: a word maven. 

mav-er-ick (mav/or ik, mav/rik) /'mævərik, 'mievrik/ n. 
[count] 1. an animal that has been branded, esp. a 
motherless calf. 2. one who thinks and acts independ- 
ently: a political maverick against business as usual. 
—adj. (before a nonn) 3. of or relating to such a person: 
a maverick politician. 

maw (mô) /mo/ n. [count] the mouth, throat, or stom- 
ach, esp. of a creature devouring everything: The huge 
maw of the inonster opened wide. 

mawk-ish (m0/kish) /'‘mokif/ adj. overly emotional or 
sad; maudlin: gets to be a little mawkish when he talks 
about his childhood. —mawk/ishely, adv. 

max (maks) /mæks/ n. [noncount] Slang. 1. maximum: 
The max for this old crate is about fifty niles an houtr. 
—Idiom. 2. to the max, to the greatest or furthest de- 
gree; totally: We drove her car to the max. 

max-i (mak/sé) /'mæksiy/ n. [count], pl maxis. l. an 
ankle-length coat or skirt. 2. MAXISKIRT. 

maxi-, prefix. maxi- is attached to nouns and means 
“very large or long in comparison with others of its kind”. 
This meaning is found in such words as: MAXISKIRT. 

maxeilela (mak silə) /mwk'silo/ n. [count], pl. maxeile 
lae (mak sil7é) /mæk'siliy/. an upper jaw or jawbone. 
—max-ilelar-y (mak/sa ler/é) /‘makso,leriy/ adj. 

maxim (mak/sim) /‘maxksim/ n. [count] a proverb: His 
maxim was “Seize the day.” 

max-iemal (mak/sa mal) /'mæksəməl/ adj. [1sually be- 
fore a noun] greatest possible; highest: rnaking maxirnal 
use of the opportunity. —max/iemal-ly, adv. 

maxeiemize (mak/sə miz’) /‘mwksa,mayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-mized, -miz-ing. 1. to increase to the greatest possible 
amount: to maximize profits. 2. to make fullest use of: to 
maximize one’s potential. 

maximum (mak’/s@ məm) /mæksəməm/ n, pl. 
-mums, -ma (-mə) /-mə/ adj. —n. [count] 1. the highest 
amount, value, or degree that can be reached: At a maxi- 
miun, we have twenty students in each class. 2. an up- 
per limit allowed by regulation: raising the maxitnums of 
permitted imports. —adj. [before a noun] 3. being the 
greatest, largest, or highest that can be reached: a maxi- 
mum prison sentence of 50 years. 

max-ieskirt (mak/sé skirt’) /'mwksiy,sksrt/ n. [count] a 
long skirt ending below the calf, usually nearer the ankle. 

may (ma) /mey/ auxiliary (modal) v. [~ + root forin of a 
verb], pres. may; past might; imperative, infinitive, and 
participles lacking. 1. a. (used to express the possibility 
or the chances of the occurrence of the main verb): /t 
may rain. You may Nave been right. He might have been 
here before ws. Her weight imay have gone down. b. 
(used to express the willingness of the subject to receive 
or grant permission or have the opportunity): Yon may 
see the doctor now. May we have a word with your? If you 
fail three times, you may appeal to the acadernic depart- 
ment that offered the course. 2. (used with another 
phrase or clause to express that something else follows 
another idea, esp. in clauses that indicate the condition, 
purpose, or result of something): Let's agree on this so 
that (as a result) we may go home early. Difficult as it 
may secin, I know tt can be done. 3. (used to express a 
wish or prayer appearing before its subject in an unusual 
word order): Long inay you live! May the couple always 
be happy and healthy. May we yet see the light of day. 
Long may the banner wave. — Idiom. 4. may as well. 
(used to express an opinion about a reason for doing or 
not doing the action of the main verb): / can't stay awake, 


maudlin to mealtime 


so I may as well go to bed. See can. 
CAN. | 

May (ma) /mey/ n. [proper noun) the fifth month of the 
year, containing 31 days. 

may-be (ma/bé) /'meybiy/ adv., n., pl. -bes. —adv. 1. 
perhaps; possibly: Maybe Ill go too. —n. [count] 2. a 
possibility or uncertainty: There are too many maybes in 
his plan. —-Usage. The word mayse is much more infor- 
mal than the word perHaps: Our teachers sick; maybe 
shell be better tommorrow. The report said that perhaps 
the economy would itnprove. 

may-day (ma/da’) /‘mey,dey/ n. [cont] an internation- 
ally accepted call for help or to indicate distress, used in 
radio messages: We heard several mnaydays from the 
area. 

may-fly (ma/fi’) /‘mey,flay/ n. (count), pl. -flies. an in- 
sect with large clear wings and a threadilike tail. 

may-hem (ma/hem, mā/əm) /'meyhem, 'meyəm/ n. 
[nonconnt] 1. the crime of deliberately injuring another 
so as to cripple or mutilate. 2. random or deliberate vio- 
lence or damage. 

mayn’t (ma/ant, mant) /‘meyont, meynt/ Brit. a contrac- 
tion of “may not.” 

mayo (ma/6) /'meyow/ n. MAYONNAISE. 

may-onenaise (ma’a naz’, mā/ə naz’) /,meya'neyz, 
‘meyo,neyz/ n. [noncount] a thick sauce made of egg 
yolks, lemon juice, oil, and seasonings. 

may-or (mā/ər, mar) /'meyər, mear/ n. [connt] the chief 
executive of a city or town. —may/or-al, adj. [before a 
noun): a mayoral candidate. —may/orealety, n. (non- 
count) 

maze (maz) /mcyz/ n. [count] 1. a confusing network of 
paths; labyrinth: a maze of corridors. 2. a complicated, 
perplexing system: a maze of bureaucratic red tape. 

ma-zur-ka (mə zůr/kə, -zd6r/-) /mo'zarko, -'zur-/ n. 
[count], pl. -kas. 1. a lively Polish dance in triple meter. 
2. music for this dance. 

MBA or M.B.A., n. [count], pl. MBA's or M.B.A.'s. 1. 
an academic degree, Master of Business Administration: 
has an MBA from Wharton. 2. one who has earned this 
degree: a lot of MBA's looking for jobs. 

MC, an abbreviation of: master of ceremonies. 

Mc:-Coy (mə koi’) /mo'koy/ n. [count], pl. McCoys. the 
real thing or person as promised or stated (usually used 
in the phrase the real McCoy): That wasn't an imitation; it 
was the real McCoy. 

MD, an abbreviation of: 1. Doctor of Medicine. 2. Mary- 
land. 

Md., an abbreviation of: Maryland. 

mdse., an abbreviation of: merchandise. 

me (me) /miy/ pron. 1. This pronoun is used as the di- 
rect or indirect object of the pronoun /: They asked me 
to the party. Give me your hand. 2. This pronoun is used 
instead of the pronoun / after the verb to be in many 
non-formal instances: Who ts it? --It's me. 3. This pro- 
noun is used instead of the pronoun / after the word as, 
than, and in certain constructions in non-formal in- 
stances: She's a lot smarter than tne (= than I am). Hes 
as smart as ine. 4. This pronoun is used instead of the 
pronoun my before an -ing form of a verb in many non- 
formal instances: Did you hear about tne getting pro- 
moted? —adj. (before a noun] 5. of or involving too 
much interest in one’s own Satisfaction: The 1980's were 
considered the me decade. 

ME, an abbreviation of: Maine. 

Me., an abbreviation of: Maine. 

mead (méd) /miyd/ n. [nonconnt) an alcoholic drink of 
fermented honey and water. 

mead-ow (med/6) /'‘medow/ n. [count] a grassy, flat 
area. 

mead-ow:lark (med/6 lark’) /'‘medow,lurk/ n. (comnt] a 
North American songbird having a brown-streaked back. 

mea-ger (mē/gər) /'miygər/ adj. 1. not enough in quan- 
tity or quality; insufficient: a meager salary. 2. having lit- 
tle flesh; lean. Also, esp. Brit., mea/gre. —mea/ger-ely, 
adv. —mea/gereness, n. [nonconnt] 

meal’ (mél) /miyl/ n. [count] 1. food served and eaten at 
one time: The children were served a hot meal. 2. one 
such regular time or occasion for eating: too many 
snacks between meals. 

meal? (mel) /miyl/ n. [noncount] 1. a coarse powder 
ground from the seeds of any grain: barley meal. 2. any 
ground substance, as of nuts or seeds. —meal’y, adj., 
-er, -i-est: a mealy taste. 

meal-time (mél/tiny’) /‘miyl,taym/ n. [count] the usual 
time for a meal: We barely met during mealtimes. 


—Usage. See 


mealy-mouthed to mechanical 


meal’y-mouthed’ or mealy-mouthed’, adj. avoid- 
ing plain, simple, or honest language: mealy-mouthed 
politicians. 

mean! (mēn) /miyn/ v., meant (ment) /ment/ meaning. 
1. (not: be + ~-ing] to have as its meaning or its sense; 
to signify: [~ + obj]: The word “klock” in Swedish means 
“smart; wise.” [~ + ( that) clause]: That gesture means 
that the person hates you. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to desire 
to express or indicate; to refer: [~ + obj): Which book 
did you mean? [~ + ( that) clause]. By “perfect” | mean 
there should be no mistakes. 3. to have in mind as one’s 
purpose or intention; intend: [~ + obj]: She meant no 
harm. [~ + to + verb]: I've been meaning to call you, 
but things got too busy. {no obj): Im sure they meant 
well, but they didn't finish the job. 4. [be + meant; not: 
be + ~ -ing] to be expected to happen in a certain way: 
The couple were meant for each other. 5. [not: be + ~ 
-ing] to produce (Something) as a result: [~ + obj): Fur- 
ther budget cuts will mean more layoffs. [~ + ( that) 
clause]: Does this traffic jani mean we'll be late? 6. (not: 
be + ~ -ing] to show that something exists as a Cause: 
[~ + obj]: A grinding noise could mean a damaged disk 
drive. [~ + ( that) clause]: A flickering screen could 
mean that your computer cables are not connected 
tightly. 7. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj} to have the value 
of; to have the importance of: Money means everything 
to them. 

mean? (mén) /miyn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having evil or un- 
kind intentions; malicious: a mean, cruel remark. 2. 
small-minded: mean motives. 3. stingy; miserly: mean 
with one's money. 4. low in status: of mean and humble 
birth. 5. bad-tempered: a mean old horse. 6. excellent; 
topnotch: plays a mean game of tennis. —mean/ly, adv. 
—mean/ness, n. [noncount] 

mean? (mēn) /miyn/ n. [count], pl. means. 1. Usually, 
means. [plural an instrument, thing, or method used to 
achieve something: They have the means, but do they 
have the will? (count; singular; used with a singular 
verb]; The quickest means of travel into the jungle is by 
canoe. [plural; used with a plural verb]: The means of 
winning that election are many: bribery, threats, and 
smear tactics. 2. means, [plural] a. available resources, 
esp. money: We don't have sufficient means to send our 
children to college. b. considerable financial resources: a 
person of means. 3. something located in the middle be- 
tween two extremes: in the rnean. 4. an average, esp. 
the arithmetic mean. —adj. [before a noun] 5. occupying 
a middle position: the mean arnount of rainfall for that 
region. —Idiom. 6. by all means, certainly: By all 
means, help yourself, but save some for me. 7. by 
means of, by the way or method of; by the use of or by 
using. 8. by no means or not by any means, not at all; 
definitely not: By no means is he ready to retire. He is 
not by any means ready to retire. 

me-an-eder (më an/dar) /miy'wndar/ v. [no obj] 1. to 
proceed by a winding course: a stream meandering 
through the valley. 2. to wander aimlessly. —n. [count] 
3. a winding path. 

meaneing (mé@/ning) /‘miynin/ n. 1. what is intended to 
be or is expressed: [count]: Most meanings of a word are 
given in the dictionary. (noncount): Did you understand 
the meaning of that play? 2. [noncount] the end, pur- 
pose, or significance of something: His life no longer had 
meaning after his children died. —mean/ing-less, adj. 
mean-ing-ful (mé/ning fal) /‘miyninfal/ adj. 1. having 
meaning: a meaningful sentence. 2. expressing or show- 
ing an opinion, attitude, etc.: exchanged meaningful 
glances. 3. serious; significant; important: Sie wanted a 
meaningful relationship. | —mean/ing-ful-ly, adv.: 
glanced meaningfully at each other. —mean/ing-ful- 
ness, n. (noncount] 

meant (ment) /ment/ v. pt. and pp. of mean’. 
mean-time (mén/tim’) /‘miyn,taym/ r. [noncount)] 1. 
the time between two events: We lave to leave at seven; 
in the mearitime, let's lave a drink. —adv. 2. MEANWHILE. 
mean-while (mén/hwil’, -wil’) /‘miyn,hwayl, -,wayl/ n. 
[riortcourit]) 1. MEANTIME. —adv. 2. in the time between: 
The party is Tuesday, so meanwhile | have to shop and 
cook. 3. at the same time: Meanwhile, | was enjoying 
myself. 

meassles (mé/zalz) /‘miyzolz/ n. [noncourtt; used with a 
singular verb) an acute infectious disease characterized 
by small red spots on the skin, fever, and coldlike symp- 
toms. 

measly (mé@/zlé) /'‘miyzliy/ adj., -slieer, -slivest. so little 
or small as to be inadequate: a measly salary. 
meas-ur-a-ble (mezt/ar ə bal) /'me3orabal/ adj. 1. that 
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can be measured. 2. large or significant enough to be 
measured: a measurable difference between the two ex- 
periments. —meas/ur-a-bly, adv. 

meas-ure (mezh/ar) /‘mezor/ n., v., -ured, -ur-ing. —n. 
1. [count] a unit or standard of measurement: A second 
is a measure of time. 2. [(noncount] a system of meas- 
urement: an ounce in liquid measure. 3. [count] an in- 
strument, as a container, that holds a certain amount 
and has marks indicating the amounts: a one-cup meas- 
ure. 4. (count; singular] the extent, dimensions, etc., of 
something, figured by comparison with a standard, or by 
judging against others: to take the measure of a room. 
5. [count] a known amount measured out: a measure of 
brandy. 6. [noncount] reasonable limits: spending with- 
out measure. 7. [count] a legislative bill: a measure to 
limit carnpaign spending. 8. Usually, measures. [plural 
actions to achieve an end: took several tneasures to di- 
vert suspicion. 9. [count] a short rhythmical arrange- 
ment, as in poetry. —v. 10. [~ + obj) to figure out the 
size, dimensions, etc., of (something), esp. with a stand- 
ard: measured the floor with a ruler. 11. [~ + obj) (of 
an instrument) to mark off or record the size, amount, or 
capacity of: A clock measures tirne. 12. [~ + obj] to 
judge by comparison with something or someone else: 
How do we measure pain and suffering? 13. (not: be + 
~-ing; ~ + obj] to be of a certain size, amount, etc.: The 
yard measured 100 feet by 200 feet. 14. measure out, 
Also, measure off, to mark off or deal out by measuring: 
[~ + oul/off + obj): to measure out a cup of flour. [~ + 
obj + out/off): He measured it out and handed it to her. 
15. measure up, a. [~ + up + to + obj) to reach the 
same level as (something else): The exhibition didn't 
measure up to last year’s. b. [no obj] to have the right 
qualifications: He didn’t quite measure tp, SO we didn't 
hire him. —Idiom. 16. beyond or above measure, 
too great or too much to be counted, figured, etc.: loved 
her beyond measure. 17. for good measure, as an ex- 
tra: In addition to dessert, they served chocolates for 
good measure. 18. have or take someone’s measure, 
to judge someone's worth: They eyed each other warily, 
each taking the measure of the other. —meas/ure-less, 
adj. 

meas-ured (mezh/ard) /'me3ord/ adj. slow, careful, and 
deliberate; even: He spoke in soft, rneasured tones. 

measurement (mezh’er meant) /mezarmont/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of measuring. 2. [count] the number 
representing the extent, size, etc., determined by meas- 
uring: The measurements of the house are 100 feet by 
200 feet. 3. [noncount] a system of measuring: liquid 
measurement. 4. [plural the size of parts of the body, 
esp. of the chest, waist, and hips: Her measurements 
were 36-24-34. 

meas-ur-ing (mezh’er ing) /'me3zorin/ adj. (before a 
noun] used for making a measurement: a measuring 
spoon. 

meat (mét) /miyt/ n. 1. the flesh of animals used for 
food: [noncount}: Is the meat fresh? (count): Different 
meats were displayed behind the counter. 2. the part of 
something that can be eaten, as a nut. 3. [noncount] im- 
portant or valuable content, points, or part (of some- 
thing): Her article had some clever phrases but no meat, 
nothing substantial. 

meat-ball (mét/bdl’) /'miyt,bol/ n. [count] 1. a small 
ball of seasoned ground meat. 2. Slang. a clumsy, fat, or 
useless person. 

meat-y (mé/té) /‘miytiy/ adj., -i-er, -icest. 1. of or relat- 
ing to meat: a meaty dinner. 2. (of a body) resembling 
meat; fat; heavy: his meaty arms. 3. having substance, 
importance, or value: some meaty proposals. 

mec:ca (mek/’ea) /'meko/ n. [count] a place that attracts 
many people with interests in common: a mecca for the 
filrn industry. 

-mech-, root. -mech- comes from Greek (but for some 
words comes through Latin), where it has the meaning 
“machine,” and therefore “instrument or tool.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: MACHINATION, MACHINE, 
MACHINERY, MECHANIC, MECHANICAL, MECHANIZE. 

me-chaneic (mə kan/ik) /mo'kenik/ n. [count] one who 
repairs machinery, or who is skilled in the use of tools 
and equipment: an auto mechanic. See -MECH-. 

me-chan-i-cal (mə kan/i kel) /mə'kænıkəl/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to machinery or tools: He has no mechanical 
skills. 2. operated or produced by machinery: a mechani- 
cal snow blower. 3. lacking freshness; dull or done by 
habit: a mechanical job that required no thinking. 4. of 
or relating to the study of mechanics. —-me-chan/i- 
cal-ly, adv. See -MECH-. 
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me-chan-ics (mə kan/iks) /mə'kænıks/ nu. 1. [norcount; 
used with a singular verb] the branch of physics that 
deals with the action of forces on bodies and with mo- 
tion: Mechanics includes the study of kinetics. 2. (non- 
count; used with a singular verb] the theoretical and 
practical application of this science to making or working 
with machinery and mechanical tools or instruments. 3. 
[plural the + ~ + of; used with a phirat verb] routine 
or basic methods, procedures, or techniques of doing 
things: The practical mechanics of running a household 
are difficult for hirn. 

mech-an-ism (meka niz’em) /'meko,nizom/ n. [count] 
1. an assembly of moving parts performing a function: 
The alarmı mechanism is janimed. 2. the way or means 
by which an effect is produced: the language learning 
mechanism in the human brain. 3. a procedure within an 
organization: What is the mechanism for adjusting the 
bylaws? 4. a manner of behaving that helps one deal 
with the environment: His amnesia was a defense niech- 
anism. See -MECH-. 

mecheasnis-tic (mek/a nis/tik) /;meko'nistik/ adj. of or 
relating to mechanics. 

mech-aenize (mek/a niz’) /‘meko,nayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nized, -niz-ing. 1. to make mechanical; to operate by 
machinery. 2. to introduce machinery into, esp. in order 
to replace manual labor. 3. to equip with tanks or other 
armored vehicles: a mechanized division. —mecheasni- 
za-tion (meka ni zā/shən) /,mekoni'zeyfon/ n. non- 
count): Wilt mechanization result in a loss of jobs? See 
-MECH-. 

medeal (med/l) /‘medl/ n. (cont) 1. a flat piece of metal 
with a design on it, awarded as a sign of victory or for 
bravery, merit, or the like: /oved to wear a chestfut of 
medals during parades, 2. a similar object bearing a reli- 
gious image, as of a saint: a St. Christopher medal. 

medealeist (med/I ist) /'medlist/ n. [count] a person to 
whom a medal has been awarded: an Olyrnpic gold med- 
alist frorn the 1992 games. Also, esp. Brit., medallist. 

me-dal-lion (ma dal/yan) /mo'dilyan/ n. [count] 1. a 
large medal. 2. an ornament resembling a medal. 

med-dle (med/I) /'medi/ v. [no obj], -dled, -dling. to in- 
volve oneself in a matter without right or invitation: Stop 
meddling in our affairs and leave us alone! —med/dler, 
n. [count] —med-dle-some (med/I sam) /'med!som/ adj. 

-medi-, root. -medi- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “middle.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: IMMEDIATE, INTERMEDIATE, MEDIA, MEDIAL, MEDIAN, MEDIATE, 
MEDIATOR, MEDIEVAL, MEDIOCRE, MEDIUM, MULTIMEDIA. 

me-diea (mē/dē ə) /'miydiys/ n. 1. [plural] a pl. of ME- 
olum. 2. [fhe + ~] means of communication, as radio, 
television, and magazines, with wide reach and influence: 
(noncount; used with a singular verb): The media is to 
biaime for the defeat of our candidate. [phirat; nsed with 
a phirat verb]: The tiedia have too much influence over 
elections. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating to the 
media: media research. See -MEot-. 

me-di-al (mé/dé al) /‘miydiyol/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or 
in the middle. 2. relating to a mean or average. See 
-MEDI-. 

me-diean (mé/dé ən) /'miydiyon/ adj. (usually: before a 
noun] 1. situated in or relating to the middle: a tow me- 
dian income. —n. [count] 2. the middle number in a se- 
quence of numbers, or the average of the middle two 
numbers of an even-numbered sequence: 4 is the me- 
dian of 1, 3, 4, 8, 9. 3. a Straight line from an angle of a 
triangle to the midpoint of the opposite side. 4. Also 
called me/dian strip’. a strip in the middle of a highway 
to separate opposite lanes of traffic. See -mEol-. 

me-di-ate (mé/dé at’) /'‘miydiy,cyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing. 
1. to attempt to settle (a dispute) between two opposing 
sides: [no obj): The UN president agreed to mediate. [~ 
+ obj): She agreed to mediate the dispute. 2. [~ + obj) 
to bring about a solution between two opposing sides: to 
mediate a settlenient. —me-rdieaction (meé/de a/shan) 
/,miydiy'cyfon/ n. (norncount): trained in diptornatic mie- 
diation. —me/diea’tor, n. [count]: experienced imedia- 
tors. See -MEoI-. 

medic (med/ik) /'‘medik/ n. [count] 1. a military medical 
corpsman. 2. a doctor; intern. 

Med-i-caid (med/i kad’) /'medi,keyd/ n. [proper noun; 
no article] a government program of medical insurance 
for the poor: Wher was Medicaid instituted? 

med-i-cal (med/i kal) /‘medikol/ adj. [before a noun) of 
or relating to medicine. —med/i-cal-ly, adv. 

Med:i-care (med/i kar’) /'‘medi,kear/ n. [proper noun; 
no article] a government program of medical insurance 
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for the aged or disabled: Wher was Medicare estab- 
lished? 

med-i-cate (med/i kat’) /'medi,keyt/ v. [~ + obj) 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to treat with medicine: The doctor 
medicated him with a drug. 2. (usually: be + ~ + -ed] 
to include a medicine in (something): The cough drops 
were rriedicated with a decongestant. 

med-i-ca-tion (med/i kā/shən) /,medi'keyfon/ nm. a 
medicine: [nonconnut]: prescribed tmiedication for the 
pain. (count): Her medications did not agree with her. 

me-dic-ienal (mə dis’a nl) /ma'disanl/ adj. of or relating 
to a medicine: That soda has a miedicitat taste. —me-+ 
dic/ienal-ly, adv. 

med-i-cine (med/a sin) /‘medosin/ n. 1. [count] a sub- 
stance used in treating disease or illness. 2. (rroncount] 
the art or science of preserving health and treating dis- 
ease. 

med/icine ball’, 1. [count] a solid, heavy, leather- 
covered ball used for exercise. 

med/icine man’, n. [count] a person believed to pos- 
sess magical powers, esp. among North American Indi- 
ans; shaman. 

me-di-e-val or me-di-ae-val (mé/dé é/val, med/é-, 
mid’e-, mid €/val) /,miydiy'iyvoal, ,mediy-, ,midiy-, 
mid'iyvol/ adj. of, relating to, or characteristic of the 
Middle Ages: medieval architectirre. —me/di-e/val-ist, n. 
[count] See -meor-. 

me-di-o-cre (mé/dé O/kar) /;miydiy'owkor/ adj. of ordi- 
nary or moderate quality: gets mediocre grades. —me- 
divoceri-ety (mé/dé ok/ri tē) /,miydiy'nkritiy/ n. non- 
count): was not satisfied with mediocrity. See -mepi-. 

med-i-tate (med/i tat’) /‘medi,tcyt/ v., -tateed, -tat-ing. 
1. (no obj) to think calmly, carefully, and thoroughly 
about something. 2. [10 obj] to try to achieve a calm, re- 
laxed state of mind, as by deep breathing or repeating a 
mantra: meditated as part of his yoga training. 3. [~ + 
obj) to plan in the mind: to meditate revenge. 

med:-i-ta-tion (med/i ta/shan) /,medi'teyfon/ n. the act 
of meditating: [noncount): a state of meditation. (count): 
In my meditations | caine across that idea. 

med-i-ta-tive (med/i ta/tiv) /'‘medi,teytiv/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to meditating: the :meditative disciplines. 2. 
thinking or planning carefully. —med/i-ta/tively, adv. 

me-di-eum (mé/dé am) /'miydiyam/ n., ph -dia (-dé ə) 
/-diyo/ for 1-5, 7 -dieums for 1-7, adj. —n. [count] 1. a 
middle state or condition: He had reached a happy me- 
dium: not too rich, not too poor. 2. a substance, as air, 
through which a force acts or is carried: the medinm of 
air through which sound waves travel. 3. a means by 
which something is accomplished: Words are a mediumi 
of expression. 4. one of the means or channels of gen- 
eral communication or entertainment in society, as news- 
papers or television. 5. surrounding conditions or influ- 
ences; environment: fi the air the bird was in its natural 
medium. 6. one who claims to be able to contact the 
spirits of the dead. 7. the material or technique with 
which an artist works. —adj. (usually: before a noun) 8. 
halfway between extremes in degree, quantity, position, 
or quality: He was of rnediurii build. See -mMepi-. 

med-ley (med/lé) /'medliy/ n. [count], pk -leys. 1. a 
mixture, esp. of different elements; jumble. 2. a piece of 
music combining passages from various sources: a med- 
ley of songs from the 1950's. 

me-dul-la (ma dula) /ma'dalo/ n. [count], pi -dul-las, 
-dul-lae (-dul/é) /-'daliy/. the lowest or hindmost part of 
the brain of humans and of animals with backbones. 

meek (mék) /miyk/ adj., -er, -est. 1. humbly patient. 2. 
timid; spiritless; tame. —meek/ly, adv. —meek/ness, 
n. [noncount) 

meet (mét) /miyt/ v., met (met) /met/ meeting, 1. —v. 
1. to come into the presence of; encounter: [~ + obj): 
met him on the street yesterday. [no obj): iiet at the 
train station. 2. to become acquainted (with): [~ + obj): 
Ive never met your cousin. [no obj): “Yes, we've already 
met” she said. 3. to come together at an agreed place 
or time: [~ + obj): Meet me at noon, the usual place. 
[no obj): The directors wilt meet on Tuesday. 4 [~ + 
obj) to be present at the arrival of: to meet a train. 5. (~ 
+ obj) to come to the notice of: A strange sight met my 
eyes. 6. to come into physical contact with: [~ + obj): 
The car met the bus head-on. (no obj): The car arid the 
bus met head-on. 7. to form a connection: [110 obj): The 
two streets meet in front of our house. [~ + obj): His 
eyes met hers. 8. to encounter in opposition, conflict, or 
contest: [~ + obj): Our proposat miet a lot of opposition. 
[n0 obj): The rivat tears meet next week. 9. [~ + obj) 
to deal effectively with: met the challenge. 10. (~ + obj) 
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to comply with: to meet a deadline. 11. meet up, [no 
obj] to come together after going in different directions: 
After shopping, they met up for pizza. 12. meet with, [~ 
+ obj} to encounter; experience: Your proposal was met 
with a lot of opposition. —n. [count] 13. an assembly for 
athletic or sports competition, as for racing: a track meet. 

meeting (mé/ting) /‘miyttn/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
coming together: Our meeting was a complete accident. 
2. an assembly or conference: the last meeting of the 
parents’ group. 3. a point of contact: the meeting of two 
roads. —-Idiom. 4. meeting of minds, [cont] agree- 
ment; accord: finally came to a meeting of minds regard- 
ing the firing of faculty. 

mega-, prefix. mega- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning: 1. extremely large, huge: megalith (= ex- 
tremely large stone or rock); megastructure (= a huge 
structure). 2. miega- is also used to mean one million of 
the units of (the base root or word): megahertz (= one 
million hertz); megaton (= one million tons). 3. mega- 
also means very large quantities or amounts: megabucks 
(= a great deal of money); megadose (= a large dose of 
medicine). 4. mega- also means things that are extraor- 
dinary examples of their kind: megahit (= a smash 
movie or stage hit); megatrend (= important, very popu- 
lar trend). 

megea-cy-cle (meg’a si’kal) /‘mego,saykol/ nm. MEGA- 
HERTZ. 

meg-arhertz (meg/a hurts’) /‘mega,harts/ n. [count], pl. 
-hertz, -hertz-es. a unit of frequency equal to one mil- 
lion cycles per second. 

megalomania (meg/a 160 ma/neé 9) /,meg- 
əlow'meyniyə/ n. [nonconnt] an exaggerated, mistaken 
belief in one’s own importance. —meg-a-lo-maseni-ac 
(meg/a I6 ma/né ak’) /,megalow'meyniy,xk/ n. [count] 

meg-a-lop-o-lis (mega lop’a lis) /;mego'lnpalis/ also 
me-gap-oleis (ma gap/a lis) /mə'gæpəlıs/ n. [count] 1. 
a very large city. 2. an urban region that contains more 
than one large city. See -PoLis-. 

meg-a-phone (meg/a f6n’) /'‘mega,fown/ n. [count] a 
cone-shaped device for making the voice louder. See 
-PHON-. 

meg-arton (meg/a tun’) /'mego,tan/ n. [count] 1. one 
million tons. 2. an explosive force equal to that of one 
million tons of TNT. 

mel-an-chosli-a (melan kō/lē a -kōl/yə) 
/melon'kowliys, -'kowlyə/ n. [noncount] a severe form 
of depression. —mel-ean-chol-ic (mel’en kolik) 
/melon'kolik/ adj. 

mel-an-choley (mel/an kol/é) /'melon,koliy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a gloomy state of mind; depression or dejec- 
tion. —adj. 2. affected with melancholy; depressed: a 
melancholy mood. 3. causing melancholy: a melancholy 
occasion. 

mé-lange (ma länzh/, -lanj’) /mey'la3, -'land3/ n. 
[count], pl. -langes (-lanzh/, -lan/jiz) /-'la3, -‘land3iz/. a 
mixture; a medley: an odd mélange of artists and police 
officers. 

melanin (mel’a nin) /melonin/ n. [noncount) coloring 
matter found in animal life, making up the dark color of 
skin, hair, fur, scales, and feathers. 

mel-easnoema (mel/a nō/mə) /,melo'nowmod/ n. [count], 
pl. -mas, -ma-ta (-mə tə) /-moto/. a skin tumor. 

me-lee or mé-lée (ma/la, ma la’, mel/a) /'meyley, 
mey'ley, 'meley/ n. [count] 1. a confused hand-to-hand 
fight: waded into the melee and started hitting. 2. a state 
of confusion: a wild melee of shouting and screaming. 
mel-lif-lueous (mə lif/ldo as) /mə'lfluwəs/ adj. sweetly 
or smoothly flowing: a melliflirous voice. —mel-lif/lus 
ousely, adv. 

mel-low (mel’6) /‘melow/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
sweet and full-flavored from ripeness. 2. soft and rich, as 
sound or colors: the mellow sound of the muted trum- 
pet. 3. made gentle by age or maturity: became mellow 
after his retirement. 4. pleasantly intoxicated: mellow af- 
ter a few drinks. 5. free from tension; pleasantly agreea- 
ble: a mellow neigliborliood. —v. 6. to (cause to) be- 
come mellow: [no obj): The music mellowed as the band 
settled into a quiet mood. [~ + obj}: The years have 
mellowed lier. 7. mellow out, [no obj] Slang. to relax: 
The kids trged their parents to “mellow out.” 

me-lod-ic (mə lod/ik) /moa'lodik/ adj. 1. [before a nourn] 
of or relating to a melody: a melodic line. 2. having a 
pleasant tune. —me-lod/i-calely, adv. 

me-loedi-ous (ma 16’dé as) /ma'lowdiyas/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to melody; tuneful. 2. producing melody; musi- 
cal. —me-lo/di-ous-ly, adv. me:-lo/di-ous-ness, vı. 
(voncoung 
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mel-o-drasma (mel’a dra’msa, -dram/s) /'melo,drama, 
-,dramo/ n., pl. -mas. 1. [count] a play or story that ex- 
aggerates emotion and emphasizes plot or action: TV 
soap operas are melodramas that never seem to end. 2. 
(noncount] melodramatic behavior or events: The trial 
had more than its share of melodrama. 

melodramatic (mel’a dra mat/ik) /;melodra'matik/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to or fitting a melodrama: a melo- 
dramatic performance. —n. 2. melodramatics, [pluran 
melodramatic writing or behavior: Stop the 
melodramatics; you've only scraped your knee. 

mel-o-dy (mel/a dé) /‘meladiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. a 
pleasing sequence; a tune. 

melson (mel’an) /'melən/ n. the fruit of any of various 
plants of the gourd family, as the watermelon: [non- 
count]: | had some melon for breakfast. (count): Melons 
were unavailable at that time of year. 

melt (melt) /melt/ v. 1. to (cause to) become liquid by 
heat: [no obj): In just a few hours the snow melted. [~ + 
obj): The hot sun melted the snow. 2. [no obj] to dis- 
solve: Melt 1/4 cup of sugar in 2 cups of boiling water. 3. 
to (cause to) become less or nothing: [no obj): His for- 
tune slowly melted away. [~ + obj + away]: The cost of 
her medicine melted their savings away. [~ + away + 
obj): The cost melted away their savings. 4. [no obj] to 
pass; blend: Night melted into day. 5. to (cause to) be- 
come softened in feeling: [no obj]: His heart melted 
when he heard about her problems. [~ + obj): a story 
that would melt your heart. 

melt-down (melt/doun’) /‘melt,dawn/ n. [count] 1. the 
melting of the core of a nuclear reactor, due to inade- 
quate cooling of the fuel elements. 2. any quickly devel- 
oping breakdown, mishap, or accident. 

melt/ing pot’, n. [count] 1. a container in which 
metals or other substances are heated until they fuse. 2. 
a country or situation in which a blending of races, peo- 
ples, etc., takes place: the traditional description of the 
United States as a melting pot. 

-mem.-, rool. -mem- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “mind; memory.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMMEMORATE, IMMEMORIAL, MEMENTO, MEMO, MEM- 
OIR, MEMORABILIA, MEMORANDUM, MEMORIAL, MEMORIZE, MEM- 
ORY, REMEMBER, REMEMBRANCE. 

member (mem/ber) /‘memboar/ n. [count] 1. an individ- 
ual forming part of a group: a member of the House of 
Representatives. 2. a part or organ of an animal body; a 
limb, as a leg, arm, or wing. 

mem-ber-ship (mem/ber ship’) /‘membor,fip/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the state of being a member: Membership 
provides you with free parking. 2. (count; usually singu- 
lar] the total number of members belonging to an organ- 
ization: The membership of the group has declined in re- 
cent years. 

membrane (mem/bran) /‘membreyn/ n. [count] a thin 
layer of tissue that covers an organ, etc. —mem-bra- 
nous (mem/bra nas) /'membrənəs/ adj. 

meemen-to (ma men/’td) /mo'mentow/ n. [count], pl. 
-tos, -toes. something that serves as a reminder of what 
is past Or gone; a souvenir: mementos of her time in 
Brazil. See -MEM-. 

memo (mem/6) /‘memow/ n. [count], pl. memos. 
memorandum: sent a memo about expense accounts. 
See -MEM-. 

mem-oir (mem/war, -wôr) /‘memwar, -wor/ n. (count) 1. 
a record of events based on the writer's personal obser- 
vation. 2. Usually, memoirs. [plural] an autobiography: 
The general retired and began to write his memoirs. See 
-MEM-. 

mem-orrasbil-ica (mem/ar ə bil”E ə, -bil’ya) /,memə- 
ra‘biliys, -'bilya/ n. [plura mementos or souvenirs that 
are collected and kept. See -MEM-. 

mem-o-raeble (mem/er ə bal) /‘memorabol/ adj. worth 
remembering: a memorable performance. —mem/o-ra: 
bly, adv. See -MEM-. 

mem-o-ran-edum (mem/s ran/dam) /,;memo'rendom/ n. 
[comnt], pl. -dums, -da (-da) /-do/. 1. a record or a writ- 
ten statement of something. 2. a written message, esp. 
one between employees of a company; memo. See 
-MEM-. 

memorial (mə mor/é al, -mōr/-) /mə'məriyəl, 
-'mowr-/ n. [count] 1. something designed to preserve 
the memory of a person, etc., as a monument: a Memo- 
rial to the war dead. —adj. 2. serving to preserve the 
memory; commemorative: memorial services. See -MEM-. 

mem-o-rize (mem/s riz’) //memə,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-rized, -riz-ing. to learn (something) completely so that 
it can be repeated exactly: to memorize a poem. 
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—mem-orri-za-tion (mema ri za’shan) /;memori'zey fan/ 
n. (noncount): excellent powers of memorization. See 
-MEM-. 

memory (mem/s rë) /'memoriy/ n., pl. -ries. 1. {non- 
count] the mental ability of keeping and recalling facts, 
events, or experiences: long- and short-term memory. 2. 
[count] this ability as possessed by an individual: to have 
a good memory. 3. [count] the length of time over which 
remembering extends: within living memory. 4. [count] a 
mental picture kept in the mind; a recollection: :merno- 
nes of summer at the beach. 5. {noncount] the state or 
fact of being remembered, esp. to commemorate some- 
one or something: bowed their heads in memory of their 
parents. 6. [{noncount] Also called storage. a. the ca- 
pacity of a computer to store information: randon access 
memory. b. the components of the computer in which 
such information is stored: He bought extra memory and 
installed it in his computer. See -MEM-. 

men (men) /men/ n. pl. Of MAN. 

-men-, root. -men- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “mind.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: COMMENTARY, MENTAL, MENTALITY, MENTION, REMINISCENT. 

meneace (men/is) /'‘ments/ n., v., -aced, -ac-eing. —n. 1. 
[count] someone or something that threatens to cause 
evil, etc.; a threat: He is a menace to society and should 
be locked away. 2. {noncount) the quality of such danger 
or behavior: said with quiet menace, “No one is leaving.” 
—v. [~ + obj} 3. to threaten; put in danger: A gang 
menaced the students. 

men-ac-ing (men/a sing) /'menasry/ adj. threatening: 
menacing looks. —men/ac-ing-ly, adv. 

mé-nage or me-nage (ma nazh/) /mey'na3/ n. [count] 
a household; a group of people living in a household. 

me-nageerrie (mə najfa rē, -nazh/-) /mo'nwed3oriy, 
-'nx3-/ n. [count] 1. a collection of animals, esp. for dis- 
playing. 2. an unusual group of people. 

mend (mend) /mend/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to make (some- 
thing damaged) better by repairing: to mend torn 
clothes. 2. [~ + obj) to set right; improve: See if you 
can mend matters between them. 3. to (cause to) prog- 
ress toward recovery: [no obj): His broken arm is mend- 
ing. {~ + obj): The treatment mended his broken arm. 
—n. [count] 4. the act of mending. 5. a mended place or 
part. —-Idiom. 6. mend one’s fences, to strengthen or 
establish again one’s position by negotiation, discussing, 
or explaining: mended his fences with his wife's family. 
7. mend one’s ways, to improve one’s way of behaving: 
As he grew older he mended his ways and became a 
useful citizen. 8. on the mend, improving, esp. in 
health: The patient was on the mend. —mend/er, n. 
(count) 

men-da-cious (men da/shas) /men'deyfos/ adj. 1. tell- 
ing lies, esp. as one’s habit: a mendacious official. 2. un- 
true: a mendacious report. —men-da/ciousely, adv. 

men-dac-i-ty (men das/i tē) /men'deesitiy/ n. [non- 
count) the act or state of telling lies: known for Ins men- 
dacity. 

men-di-cant (men/di kant) /'‘mendrkont/ n. [count] 1. 
one who lives by begging; beggar. 2. a member of a reli- 
gious order who begs or lives on alms. 

mend-ing (men/ding) /‘mendrn/ n. [noncount] 1. the act 
of repairtng clothes, as by sewing. 2. clothes to be re- 
paired. 

men-folk (men/fok’) /'men,fowk/ also menefolks 
(men/foks) /‘menfowks/ n. [plural; used with a plural 
verb] men, esp. those of a family. 

meenieal (me/né al, mén/yal) /'miyniyəl, 'miynyol/ adj. 
1. degrading; low or unimportant: menial work. —n. 
[count] 2. a domestic servant. —me/nieal-ly, adv. 

men-inegi-tis (men/in ji/tis) /;mentn'd3aytrs/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] a severe illness affect- 
ing the membranes covering the brain and spinal cord. 

men-or-pause (men’s poz’) /'mens,poz/ n. [noncount] 
the time when a woman’s menstruation naturally stops. 
—men/o-pau/sal, adj. 

meenoreah (mə nôr/ə, -ndr%a) /mo'nors, -'nowrd/ n. 
[count] a special candelabrum used during the Jewish 
festival of Hanukkah. 

men’s’ room, n. [count] a public bathroom for men. 

men-strueal (men/strd6 al) /‘menstruwol/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to menstruation: the menstrual flow. 

men-strueate (men/stroo at’) /'‘menstruw,cyt/ v. [no 
obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to undergo menstruation. 

men-struca-tion (men/stroo a’shon, -stra’7-) /,men- 
struw'eyfan, -'strey-/ n. [noncount) the periodic flow of 
blood and tissue from a woman's uterus. 
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mens-wear (menz/war’) /'menz,weor/ n. [{noncount) 
Also, men’s’ wear’. items that go with clothing for men. 

-ment, suffix. 1. -ment is attached to verbs to form 
nouns that refer to the action of the verb: govern + 
-ment ~ government. 2. -ment is also attached to verbs 
to form nouns that refer to a state or condition resulting 
from the action of a verb: refresh + -ment ~ refresh- 
ment, 3. -ment is attached to verbs to form nouns that 
refer to a product resulting from the action of a verb: 
frag- + -ment ~ fragment (= a piece resulting from the 
breaking off of something). 

menetal (men/tl) /‘mentl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or 
relating to the mind: mental capacity; mental arithmetic. 
2. of or relating to a disorder of the mind: a mental pa- 
tient. 3. for persons with such a disorder: a mental insti- 
tution. 4. Informal. insane; crazy: a real mental case. 
—men/tal-ly, adv.: tried to compute the odds mentally. 
See -MEN-. 

menetal-ist (men/tl ist) /‘mentltst/ n. {count} a mind 
reader or fortune-teller. 

men-tal-iety (men tali tē) /men'talitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] mental capacity; the ability of the mind: supe- 
rior mentality. 2. [count] a person's mental outlook: a 
bossy mentality. See -MEN-. 

men/tal retarda/tion, n. [noncount) a developmental 
disorder affecting the ability of a person to learn. 

men-thol (men/thol, -thol) /'‘menOol, -Onl/ n. [noncount] 
an alcohol that dissolves in water, obtained from pepper- 
mint oil. —menstho-lat-ed (men/’tha lā’tid) /'me- 
nOo,leytid/ adj.: mentholated cigarettes. 

menetion (men/shan) /'menfon/ v. 1. to refer briefly to; 
speak of: [~ + obj]: Did she mention this to her hus- 
band? [~ + ( that) clause]: Did | mention that we're leav- 
ing in five minutes? —n. {noncount) 2. an incidental ref- 
erence: The dog barked at the mention of her master’s 
name. 3. formal recognition for a noteworthy act: to re- 
ceive honorable mention for her essay. —Idiom. 4. 
Don’t mention it. This phrase is used as a polite answer 
to someone who has thanked you for your help: “Thanks 
for everything.” “--Don't mention it; | was glad to help.” 
5. not to mention, in addition to: They own two houses, 
not to mention a boat. See -MEN-. 

men-tor (men/tér, -tar) /‘mentor, -tor/ n. [count] 1. a 
trusted counselor or teacher: Two of his professors were 
his mentors. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to act as a mentor (to): He 
mentored several bright young students. 

meneu (men/yoo) /‘menyuw/ n. [count], pl. meneus. 1. a 
list of the dishes served at a meal. See illustration at RES- 
TAURANT. 2. the dishes served. 3. a list of items from 
which to choose, as of options available to a computer 
user: From the menu select S, N, or D. 

meow (mē ou’) /miy'aw/ n. [count] 1. the sound a cat 
makes. —v. [no obj) 2. to make the sound of a cat. 

-merc-, root. -merc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “trade.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: COMMERCE, COMMERCIAL, INFOMERCIAL, MERCANTILE, MERCE- 
NARY, MERCHANT. 

mer-canstile (mûr/kən tél’, -tīl/, -ti /‘markon,tiyl, 
-tayl, -trl/ adj. [before a noun] of or relating to mer- 
chants or trade. See -MERC-. 

mer-ce-narey (mur/sa ner/é) /'marsoa,neriy/ adj., n., ph 
-nareies. —adj. 1. working for money and not for ideals: 
She'd become mercenary and no longer cared about the 
underprivileged. 2. hired to serve in a foreign army: mer- 
cenary forces. —n. [count] 3. a professional soldier hired 
to serve in a foreign army: The mercenaries decided to 
Surrender. See -MERC-. 

mer-chan-dise (n. mdr/chan diz’, -dis’; v. -diz’) / n. 
'martfon,dayz, -,days: v. -,dayz/ n., v., -dised, -dis-ing. 
—n. {noncount) 1. goods bought and sold. 2. the stock 
of goods in a store: took an inventory of all the merchan- 
dise. —v. 3. [no obj) to carry on trade: trained in mer- 
chandising. 4. [~ + obj] to promote the sales of: busy 
merchandising the new T-shirts. —mer/chan-dis’er, n. 
(count) See -MERC-. 

mer-chant (mir/chant) /'‘martfont/ n. [count] 1. one 
whose business ts buying and selling goods for profit. 2. 
a storekeeper; retailer. 3. one who indulges in some- 
thing undesirable: the merchants of gloom and doom. 
—adj. {before a noun) 4. used for trade or commerce: a 
merchant ship. See -MERC-. 

mer-chant-a-ble (mir/chan tə bal) /'‘martfantabal/ adj. 
marketable. 

mer/chant marine’, n. [noncount] 1. the ships of a 
nation that work in commerce. 2. the officers and crews 
of such ships. 

mer-ci-ful (mûr/si fal) /‘marstfol/ adj. 1. showing mercy 
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to another: a merciful judge. 2. fortunate: a merciful re- 
lease fron the pain. —mer/ci-ful/ly, adv.: It was merci- 
fully quiet. 

mer-ci-less (miir/si lis) /‘marsilis/ adj. 1. having or 
showing no mercy: merciless to his enemies. 2. harsh; 
difficult: merciless snowstorms. —mer/ci-less-ly, adv. 

mer-currieal (mar kyddor7é əl) = /mor'kyoriyal/ adj. 
changeable; varying; erratic: a mercurial nature; a mer- 
curial mood. 

mer-curry (mur/kya rē) /'m3rkyəriy/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
heavy, silver-white element, liquid at room temperature; 
quicksilver: Mercury is used in thermometers. 2. temper- 
ature: The mercury climbed to a hundred today. 

merecy (můûr/sē) /'m3rsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [noncount] 
compassion or kindness shown toward an offender or an 
enemy; benevolence: to show no mercy toward enemies. 
2. [count] an act of kindness or compassion. 3. [count] 
something of good fortune; blessing: /t was a mercy that 
they werent hurt. —Idiom. 4. at the mercy of, in the 
power of; subject to: The little boat was completely at the 
mercy of the lurrricane. 

mer/cy kill/ing, nm. EUTHANASIA. 

mere (mér) /miar/ adj. [before a noun), superlative mer- 
est. being nothing more than what is specified; minor or 
unimportant: A mere Child couldn't defeat him. 

merely (mér/lé) /'miorliy/ adv. only (and nothing 
more); just; simply: /nstead of making a fuss, he merely 
raised an eyebrow. 

mer-e-trie-cious (mer/i trish’as) /,meri'trifos/ adj. ap- 
pearing to be attractive but without value; tawdry. 
—mer’e-tri/cious‘ly, adv. —mer/e-tri/cious-ness, n. 
{noncount) 

-merg-, root. -merg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “plunge; dip; mix.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: EMERGE, EMERGENCY, IMMERSE, IMMMERSION, 
MERGE, MERGER, SUBMERGE. 

merge (murj) /m3rd3/ v., merged, merg:ing. 1. to 
(cause to) become combined; (cause to) lose identity by 
blending: [no obj]: The two rivers merge at that city. [~ 
+ obj): In the story he merged his mind with the robot's 
and shared its thoughts. 2. to combine into a single 
body, etc.: [no obj]: The two firms merged. [~ + obj): 
She merged the two firms together. See -MERG-. 

merg-er (mir/jar) /‘m3rd3or/ n. [count] 1. a combining 
of corporations by transferring the properties to one cor- 
poration. 2. an act or instance of merging. See -MERG-. 

meerideican (mə rid’é an) /ma'ridiyan/ n. [count] 1. a. a 
great circle of the earth passing from one pole to an- 
other. b. the half of such a circle between the poles. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to a meridian. 

me-ringue (mə rang’) /ma'ran/ n. 1. [noncount] a pie 
topping made of stiffly beaten egg whites. 2. [count] a 
pie topped with meringue. 

merit (merit) /‘merit/ n. 1. [noncount) claim to respect 
and praise; excellence; worth: received a pay raise on the 
basis of merit. 2. [count] something that deserves 
praise: /ts chief merit is simplicity. 3. merits, [plural] the 
basic rights and wrongs of a matter: The jury was in- 
structed to decide the case on its merits. —v. [not: be + 
~-ing; ~ + obj] 4. to be worthy of; deserve: Do you think 
this case merits further discussion? 

mer-istoceraecy (meri tok’ra sé) /,meri'tokrasiy/ r., pl. 
-cies. a system in which talented persons are rewarded 
and advanced: [nonconnt]: The concept of meritocracy 
was foreign to our company. [count]: Meritocracies exist 
in sonte Cormipaities. See -CRACY. 

mer-ietorricous (mer/i tôr/ē as, -tōr/-) /,meri'toriyos, 
-'towr-/ adj. deserving praise; praiseworthy. —mer/i-to/- 
ricousely, adv. 
mer-maid (mur/mad’) /'‘msar,meyd/ n. [connt] (in folk- 
lore) a female creature of the sea, having the head and 
torso of a woman and the tail of a fish. 
mereman (mur/man’) /'‘m3r,man/ n. (Court), pi. -men. 
(in folklore) a male creature of the sea, having the head 
and torso of a man and the tail of a fish. 
mer-riement (mer/i mant) /'merimont/ n. 
cheerful or joyful behavior; enjoyment; mirth. 
merery (meré) /‘meriy/ adj., -river, -rivest. 1. full of 
cheerfulness or joy; joyous in spirit: He was a merry soul 
that evening. 2. having much festiveness: a merry party. 
—mer’ricly, adv.: merrily rejoicing. 
mer/’ry-go-round’, n. [connut] 1. a revolving circular 
platform with wooden horses, benches, etc., on which 
people ride, as at an amusement park. 2. a busy round 
of events: The candidate lias been on a merry-go-round 
of speeches, banquets, and press Conferences. 
mer-ry-mak-ing (mer/é ma/king) /‘meriy,meykin/ si. 
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[noncount] the act of taking part gaily or joyfully in some 
festivity. —mer/ry-mak/er, n. [count] 

me+sa (ma/sa) /'meyso/ n. [count], pl. -sas. a land for- 
mation having steep sides and a relatively flat top, com- 
mon in the southwestern U.S. 

mes-cas-line (mes/ka lén’, -lin) /‘meska,liyn, -lin/ n. 
[noncount] a white, crystallike powder that produces hal- 
lucinations. 

mes-dames (ma dam’, -damz’, -dam/, -damz/) 
/mey'dam, -'damz, -'dam, -'dæmz/ n. [plural] 1. a pl. of 
MADAM. 2. a pl. Of MADAME. 

mes-de-moi-selles (ma/da mə zel, -zelz/, mad’mwa-) 
/meydomo'zel, -'zelz, jmeydmwoa-/ n. [plural] a pl. of 
MADEMOISELLE. 

mesh (mesh) /mef/ n. [noncount] 1. an arrangement of 
interlocking metal links used in jewelry, sieves, etc. 2. 
any fabric of open texture resembling a net: stockings of 
mesh, 3. an intertwined structure resembling a net; net- 
work. —v. 4. to (cause to) become or be engaged, as the 
teeth of gears: [no obj]: The gears meshed smoothly. [~ 
+ obj]: He meshed the gears smoothly. 5. to (cause to) 
match, coordinate, or fit together: [no obj): Her ideas 
meshed with mine. [~ + obj]: meshed the ideas into 
one proposal. 

mes-mer-ize (mez/ma riz’, mes/-) /‘mezmo,rayz, '‘mes-/ 
v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to keep the attention of; fas- 
cinate or spellbind: The TV mesmerizes the children. 
—mes-mer-ism (mez/ma riz’am, mes/-) /‘mezmo,rizom, 
'mes-/ n. (noncount] —mes/mer-iz’er, n. [count] 

mes-quite or mes-quit (me skēt/, mes/két) /me'skiyt, 
'meskiyt/ n. 1. [count] a spiny tree or shrub of W North 
America. 2. [noncount] the wood of such a tree or shrub. 

mess (mes) /mes/ n. 1. a dirty or disorderly state: [count; 
singular]: Things are in a mess here. (noncount): How 
much mess did they make? 2. (count) a dirty or disor- 
derly person or thing: The room is a mess. Look at your 
clothes; you're a mess. 3. [count] a dirty or untidy mass; 
jumble: a mess of papers. 4. (count; usually singular] an 
unpleasant situation; trouble: Look at the mess you've 
gotten us into now. §. [connt] a group, as in the military, 
regularly taking their meals together. 6. [noncount] the 
meal so taken. 7. [count] mess HALL. —v. 8. to make 
dirty or untidy: [~ + obj]: Please, you're messing my 
hair. [~ + up + obj]: Dont mess up the room! [~ + obj 
+ nup): Don't mess it up! 9. mess around or about, a. 
[no obj] to busy oneself without purpose; waste time: He 
was just messing around. b. [~ + around/about + with 
+ obj] to involve oneself, esp. for unlawful purposes, or 
in some dangerous way: to mess around with gamblers. 
c. [~ + around/about (+ with + obj)) to have sexual 
affairs: to mess around (with other women). 10. mess in 
or with, [~ + ~ + in/with + obj) to interfere with 
(someone); meddle: Stop messing in my affairs. 11. 
mess up, a. [no obj) to perform poorly; produce errors 
or confusion: It's your big chance, so don't mess ip. b. 
to make a mess of (affairs, etc.); spoil or ruin: [~ + up 
+ obj]: to mess up all our plans. [~ + obj + up): to 
mess things up. c. to treat roughly; beat up: [~ + obj + 
up): The gang messed him up. [~ + up + obj]: prom- 
ised to mess up anyone who got in his way. 12. mess 
with, [~ + with + obj] to become involved with (some- 
one or something dangerous): Don't mess with drugs. 
mes-sage (mes/ij) /‘mesid3/ n. [count] 1. a communica- 
tion delivered in writing, speech, etc.: There was a mes- 
sage at the hotel for me. 2. the main point of something, 
as of a speech or book: The message of the movie was 
clear: war is horrible. 3. a warning: He was sending a 
clear message to us: they are prepared to fight to the 
end. —Idiom. 4. get the message, to understand a 
warning sent: doesnt get the message that her work is 
not satisfactory. 

mes-sei-gneurs (ma se nyddr’), /meyse'nyor/. n. [plu- 
ral) (somtetinies cap.) pl. Of MONSEIGNEUR. 

mes-sen-ger (mes/an jar) /'mesəndzər/ n. [count] a 
person who carries messages or parcels. 

mess/ hall’, n. [comnt) a dining hall, esp. at a military 
base. 

Mes-si-ah (mi si’a) /mi'saya/ m. 1. [proper noun; often: 
the + ~) the promised deliverer of the Jewish people. 2. 
[proper noun; usually: the + ~] Jesus Christ, regarded 
by Christians as fulfilling this promise. —Mes-si-an-ic 
(mes/’é anik) /,mesiy'wnik/ adj. (before a nonn) 

mes-sieurs (me sya’), /me'syoe/. n. [plura pl. of 
MONSIEUR. 

Messrs. (mes/arz) /'mesorz/ pl. of Mr. 

mess-y (mes/é) /'mesiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. dirty, un- 
tidy, or disorderly: very messy in lis personal habits. 2. 
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jumbled; confused; involving trouble or danger: a diffi- 
cult, messy situation. —mess-i-ly (mes/a lē) /'mesoliy/ 
adv. —mess/i-ness, n. 

mestizo (me sté/z6) /me'stiyzow/ n. [count], pl. -zos, 
-zoes. a person of different races, esp., of mixed Ameri- 
can Indian and European ancestry. 

met (met) /met/ v. pt. and pp. of meet’. 

meta-, prefix. meta- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meanings “after, along with, beyond, among, behind.” 
These meanings are found in such words as: METABOLISM, 
METAMORPHOSIS, METAPHOR, METAPHYSICS. 

met-a-bol-ic (met/a bol/ik) /,meta'bolik/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to metabolism: a high metabolic 
rate. 

me-tab-o-lism (mə tab/a liz’am) /mə'tæbə,lızəm/ n. the 
physical and chemical processes in a living body by 
which it is produced and maintained: [noncount): study- 
ing the metabolism of dolphins. [count]: He has a very 
active metabolism. 

me-tab-o-lize (mə tab/a liz’) /mə'tæbə,layz/ v., -lized, 
-liz-ing. to perform the process of metabolism: [no obj]: 
He wasnt metabolizing as welt as he should. [~ + obj): 
Can the body metabolize these proteins efficiently? 

met-a-car-pus (met/ə kar’pas) /,meto'karpas/ n., pl. -pi 
(-pi) /-pay/. the bones between the wrist and the fingers. 
—met/a-car’pal, adj., n. [count] 

met-al (met/l) /'metl/ n. 1. a usually solid, shiny, basic 
substance, as gold, silver, or copper, that can be used to 
conduct electricity or heat: [noncount): Early man 
learned how to use metal for weapons. [count]: Gold is a 
valuable metal 2. an alloy or mixture of such sub- 
stances, as brass, etc.: [poncount]: Instead of metal this 
car was made of fiberglass. (count): They tried many dif- 
ferent metals before they found aluminum. 

me-tal-lic (ma tal/ik) /mə'tælık/ adj. of, made of, or re- 
sembling metal: a Ioud metallic clang. 

met-al-luregy (met/l ûr/jē) /'metl,3rd3iy/ n. [noncount) 
the science of metals, including their properties and 
uses. —met/al-lur’gist, n. [count] 

met-a-mor-phism (meta mér/fiz am) /,meto'morfizom/ 
n. [(nonconnt) a natural change in the structure of a rock, 
as from heat. —met/asmor/phic, adj.: metamorphic 
rocks. See -MORPH-. 

met-a-mor-phose (met/a môr/fōz, -fōs) 
/meto'morfowz, -fows/ v., -phosed, -phos-ing. 1. to 
subject to metamorphosis or metamorphism: [~ + obj]: 
The heat metamorphosed those rocks. [no obj]: Over 
thousands of years the rocks metamorphosed. 2. to 
(Cause to) undergo a change in form or nature: [no obj): 
She metamorphosed into a lovely creature when she ma- 
tured. [~ + obj]: Living in the city metamorphosed lnm 
into an unfeeling killer. See -MORPH-. 

met-a-mor-pho-esis (met’/a môr/fə sis) /;meta'morfasis/ 
n., pl. -ses (-Séz/) /-,siyz/. 1. a significant change in form 
from one stage to the next in the life history of a living 
thing, as from the caterpillar to the pupa to the butterfly: 
[noncount): the study of metamorphosis. [count]; a late 
metamorphosis. 2. [count] any complete change in ap- 
pearance, character, etc.: Politics is undergoing an im- 
portant metamorphosis. See -MORPH-. 

metaphor (met/a fér’, -fər) /'metə, fər, -for/ n. 1. 
[count] a way of describing another object or thing by 
suggesting a comparison of it to something else, but 
without using the word “like” or “as”: The rose is often a 
metaphor of love in poetry. 2. [noncount] the use of 
such a way of describing things: examples of metaphor in 
the Iliad. 3. [count] a symbol or sign of something else: 
That crime story is a metaphor of the tires. 

met-a-phor-i-cal (meta for/i kal, -for/-) /,;meta'forikal, 
-'for-/ adj. using or described by metaphor: a metaphori- 
cal statement. —met/a-phor/i-cal-ly, adv.: I was speak- 
ing metaphorically when I said that, not Hterally. 

met-a-phys:i-cal (met/a fiz/i kal) /,meta'fizikal/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to metaphysics: the metaphysical notions of 
meaning, truth, and beauty. 2. highly abstract, subtle, or 
difficult to understand: Youve become too metaphysical 
for me at this point. 

met-a-phys-ics (met/a fiz/iks) /meta'fiziks/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb) the branch of philoso- 
phy that deals with questions of knowledge and the exist- 
ence of the world: Metaphysics was influenced greatly by 
Einstein's theories. See -PHYS-. 

me-tas-ta-sis (mə tas’ta sis) /mə'tæstəsıs/ n., ph -ses 
(-sēz/) /-,siyz/. 1. [count] the spread of disease- 
producing organisms or of cancer cells to other parts of 
the body. 2. [noncount] the condition produced by this: 
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The X-rays showed the areas of metastasis. —met-a- 
stat-ic (met/ə stal/ik) /,meto'statik/ adj. 

me-tas-ta-size (ma tas/ta siz’) /mo'twsta,sayz/ v. [no 
obj), -sized, -siz-ing. to spread by means of metastasis. 

mete (mét) /miyt/ v. [~ + out + obj], met-ed, met-ing. 
1. to distribute by measure; allot: to mete ont praise. 2. 
to give out or order (punishment) officially: The judge 
meted out a prison term. 

me-te-or (me/té ar, -6r’) /'miytiyər, -,or/ n. [count] 1. a 
meteoroid that has entered the earth's atmosphere. 2. a 
short-lasting, fiery streak in the sky produced by a mete- 
oroid passing through the earth’s atmosphere. 

me-te-oreic (me/té ôr/ik, -or/-) /\miytiy'orik, -'nr-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to meteors. 2. resembling a meteor in 
quick brilliance, suddenness of appearance, etc.: a mete- 
oric rise to fame. 

me-te-or-ite (mé/té ə rit’) /‘miytiyo,rayt/ n. [count] 1. 
the remains of a meteoroid that has reached the earth 
from outer space: The tip of the meteorite was stilt glow- 
ing from the heat. 2. a meteoroid. 

me-te-or-oid (mé/té a roid’) /'miytiya,royd/ n. [count] 
any of the small bodies of rock or metal traveling 
through space that, upon entering the earth’s atmos- 
phere, are heated to glowing and become meteors. 

me-te-or-ol-o-gy (me/té ə rol/a jé) /\miytiya'rnlod3iy/ 
n. [noncount] the science dealing with the atmosphere, 
weather, and climate. —me-te-or-o-log-ic (mé/té ar ə- 
lojik) /,miytiyora'lnd3ik/ =me/te-or-o-log/ivcal, adj. 
—me/’te-or-ol’o-gist, n. [count]: TV weather forecasters 
prefer to be called meteorologists. 

me-ter’ (mé/tar) /'miytar/ n. [count] a unit of length, 
equivalent to 39.37 U.S. inches; now defined as 299.792.458 
of the distance light travels in a vacuum in one second. 
Abbr.: m See -METER-. 

meter? (mé/tar) /'miytər/ n. 1. a. [noncount] the rhyth- 
mic element in music. b. [count] the unit of measure- 
ment adopted for a given piece of music. 2. [noncount] 
the arrangement of words in poetic rhymes. See -METER-. 

me-ter® (mé@/tar) /'miytər/ n. [count] 1. an instrument 
for measuring and recording the quantity of something, 
as of water, miles, or time: an electric meter. 2. PARKING 
METER: a few more minutes left on the meter. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to measure by means of a meter: The gas was 
metered. 4. to process (mail) by means of a postage me- 
ter. See -METER-. 

-meter-, root. -meter- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “measure.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ANEMOMETER, BAROMETER, CENTIMETER, DIAMETER, 
GEOMETRY, KILOMETER, METER, METRIC, METRONOME, ODOMETER, 
PARAMETER, PEDOMETER, PERIMETER, SYMMETRY. 

me/ter maid’, n. [count] a woman who is a member of 
a police or traffic department who issues tickets for park- 
ing violations. 

meth-ea-done (meth’a din’) /'meðə,down/ also meth» 
a-don (meth’a don’) /‘me8a,dnn/ n. [noncount] an arti- 
ficially produced narcotic similar to morphine but taken 
orally: Methadone is used as a heroin substitute. 

meth-ane (meth’an) /'‘me8eyn/ n. [noncount] a color- 
less, odorless gas that can be burned, the main part of 
marsh gas. 

meth-a-nol (meth’a nol’, -nol’) /'‘meGa,nol, -,nol/ n. 
METHYL ALCOHOL. 

me-thinks (mi thingks’) /mi'@inks/ v. impers.; pt. me» 
thought (mi thot’) /mi'@ot/ Archaic. it seems to me. 

meth-od (meth’ad) /'me8ad/ n. 1. [count] a procedure, 
technique, or planned way of doing something: There are 
several methods we could use to recover your lost data. 
2. [noncount] order or system in doing anything: There's 
no method to your work. 

me-thod-i-cal (mə thod/i kal) /ma'Ondikal/ adj. done 
with method; orderly, systematic, or careful: A methodi- 
cal search of the surrounding area failed to turn up any 
chies. —me-thod/i-cal-ly, adv. 

Meth-od-ism (meth’a diz’am) /'me@a,dizom/ n. [non- 
count) the religion of Methodists. 

Meth-od-ist (meth’a dist) /'me@adist/ n. [count] a 
member of a Christian group founded by John Wesley. 

meth-od-ol-o-gy (meth’a dol’a jë) /;meOa'dnlads3iy/ n., 
pl. -gies. a set or system of methods or principles used 
in a discipline, as in the sciences: [noncount]: the meth- 
odology used in her research. (count): experience with 
several methodologies. —meth-od:-o-log:i-cal (meth/a- 
dl oj/i kal) /,meVadI'nd3ikal/ adj. 

meth-yl al/cohol (meth/al) /‘me0al/ n. [noncount] a 
colorless poisonous liquid used as a solvent, a fuel, or in 
antifreeze. Also called methanol. 

me-tic-uslous (mə tik’ya las) /mo'tikyalos/ adj. 1. tak- 
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ing or showing extreme care about small details: He was 
very meticulous in his figures. 2. finicky; fussy: a meticu- 
lous dresser. —mertic/u-lous-ly, adv. —me-tic/u-lous- 
ness, n. (rioncount) 

mé-tier or mestier (ma/tya, mā tya’) /'meytycy, 
mey'tyey/ n. [comnt] 1. a field of work; profession. 2. a 
field of activity in which one has special ability or training: 
Learning languages is his métier. 

me-tre (mé@/tar) /‘miytor/ n., v., -tred, -tring. Chiefly 
Brit. METER. 

metric (me/trik) /'metrik/ adj. [before a noun) relating 
to the meter or to the metric system. See -METER-. 

met-ri-cal (me/tri kal) /'metrikol/ also metric, adj. 1. 
relating to or composed in meter. 2. relating to meas- 
urement. —met/ri-cal-ly, adv. See -METER-. 

meteri-ca-tion (me’tri kā/shən) /;metri'keyfan/ n. [non- 
count) the process or result of establishing the metric 
system as the standard system of measurement. 

met-ri-cize (me/tra siz’) /‘metra,sayz/ v. [~ + obj), 

-cized, -ciz-ing. to express in terms of the metric sys- 
tem. 

met/ric sys’tem, n. [count] a decimal system of 
weights and measures, universally used in science, and 
the official system of measurement in many countries: 
the metric system of milliliters, centiliters, and liters. 

met/ric ton’, n. [cont] a unit of 1000 kilograms, 
equivalent to 2204.62 pounds. 

met-ro (me/trd) /metrow/ n., pl. -ros. [often: Metro] 
the underground railway of certain cities, as Washington, 
D.C., and Paris, France: /connt)]: Compare the metros in 
both cities. [moncount): You can get there by metro. 

met-ro-ynome (me/tra nom’) /‘metra,nowm/ n. (count) 
an instrument that makes repeated clicks, used to mark 
rhythm in practicing music. See -METER-. 

me-trop-oelis (mi tropa lis) /mi'tropalis/ n. [count], pl. 
-lisees. the chief city of a country or region. See -POLIS-. 

met-ro-pol-is-tan (me/tra pol/i tn) /,metra'politn/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to a metropolis: Storms are expected in the 
metropolitan area tonight. 2. of or like a metropolis in 
being sophisticated: a metropolitan outlook. See -PoLIS-. 

met-tle (met/l) /‘metl/ n. [nonconnt] 1. courage or will- 
ingness to do a task: a man of mettle. 2. disposition or 
temperament: of fine mettle. 

met-tlessome (met/I sam) /'metlsom/ adj. spirited; cou- 
raqgeous. 

mew (myoo) /myuw/ n. (count) 1. the high-pitched cry of 
a cat. —v. [no Obj] 2. to make a mew or similar sound. 

mewl (myool) /myuwl/ v. [no obj] to cry, as a baby, 
young child, or the like; whimper. 

Mexeiecan (mek/si kan) /‘meksikon/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to Mexico. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in 
Mexico. 

mez-zaenine (mez/a nén’, mez/a nén/) /'meza,niyn, 
meza'niyn/ n. [comnt] 1. the lowest balcony in a theater: 
seats in the mezzanine. 2. a low-ceilinged story between 
two other stories, usually immediately above the ground 
floor: room 535 on the mezzanine. 

mez/zo-sopran/o (met/so, med/z6, mez/6d) /‘metsow, 
'medzow, 'mezow/ n., pl. -pran-os, adj. —n. (count) 1. a 
voice or voice part which has a range between that of a 
soprano and a contralto. 2. a person having such a 
voice. —adj. [before a nonn) 3. of, relating to, character- 
istic of, or Suitable to a mezzo-soprano. 

mfg., an abbreviation of: manufacturing. 

mfr., an abbreviation of: 1. manufacture. 2. pl. mfrs. 
manufacturer. 

mg, an abbreviation of: milligram. 

mer or Mer, an abbreviation of: 1. manager. 2. Mon- 
seigneur. 3. Monsignor. 

MHz, an abbreviation of: megahertz. 

mi (mē) /miy/ n. Music. the syllable used for the name of 
the third tone in the Western musical scale. 

MI, an abbreviation of: Michigan. 

mi, an abbreviation of: mile. 

mi., an abbreviation of: 1. mile. 2. mill. 

MIA or M.I.A., an abbreviation of: missing in action. 

mi-asema (mi az/mə, mé-) /may'æzmə, miy-/ n. [count], 
pl -mas, -masta (-mə tə) /-motoa/. 1. unpleasant or 
harmful fumes: a miasma rising from the backed-up 
sewer. 2. a dangerous deathlike influence: The room had 
a miiasmia of evil. 

mica (mi/kə) /mayko/ n. [nonconut] a mineral that can 
be easily separated into thin transparent sheets. 
mice (mis) /mays/ n. pl. of MOUSE. 

Mich., an abbreviation of: Michigan. 
micro-, prefix. 1. micro- comes from Greek, where it 
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has the meaning: small or very small in comparison with 
others of its kind: micro- + organism ~ microorganism 
= very small living creature). 2. micro- also means re- 
stricted in scope: micro- + habitat ~ microhabitat; mi- 
cro- + economics 7 microeconomics. 3. micro- also 
means containing or dealing with texts that require en- 
largement to be read: micro- + film ~ microfilm. 4. mi- 
cro- is used to mean one millionth: micro- + gram 7 
microgram. Also, esp. before a vowel, micr-. 

microbe (mi/krdb) /‘maykrowb/ n. [count] a microor- 
ganism, esp. a disease-causing bacterium. 

microbiology (mi/krO bi olfa jé) /,;maykrow- 
bay'nlod3iy/ n. [noncount] the branch of biology dealing 
with microscopic organisms. —mi/cro-bi-ol/o-gist, n. 
[connt] 

mi-cro-chip (mi/krō chip’) /'maykrow,tfip/ n. chip’ (def. 
5): 

mi-cro-com-put-er (mi/krō kəm pydd’tar) /'maykrowk- 
am,pyuwtor/ n. [connt] a compact computer having less 
power than a minicomputer: a lab full of microcomput- 
ers. 

mi-cro-cosm (mi/kra koz/am), /'maykrə,kozom/ n. 
[count] a world in miniature that has all the features of a 
larger world: The problems in our community are a mi- 
crocosm of what is happening around the country. See 
-COSN-. 

mi-cro-fiche (mi/kra fésh’) /'maykrə,fiyf/ n., pl. -fiche, 
-fich-es. a flat sheet of microfilm: [moncoirnt): docir- 
ments available on microfiche. [count]: a machine to 
read microfiches. Also called fiche. 

mi-croefilm (mi/kra film’) /‘maykro,film/ n. 1. a film 
having a miniature photographic copy of printed matter: 
[noncount}: The data's on microfilm in the safe. (count): 
The microfilms are cracked with age. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to 
make a microfilm of: The secret formula was microfilmed 
and smuggled out of the country. 

mie-crom-e-ter! (mi krom/i tar) /may'kromitar/ n. 
[cont] any of various devices for measuring very small 
distances, angles, etc. See -METER-. 

micrometer? (mi/krō mé/ter) /‘maykrow,miytor/ n. 
[count] a micron. 

micron (mi/kron) /‘maykron/ n. [count], pl. -crons, -cra 
(-kra) /-kro/. the millionth part of a meter. 

mi-cro-or-gan-ism (mi’krG ôr/gə nizam) /\mayk- 
row'orga,nizom/ n. [count] any organism too small to be 
viewed by the unaided eye, as bacteria or some fungi 
and algae. See -ORGA-. 

microphone (mi/kra fon’) /'maykro,fown/ n. [count] 
an instrument that changes sound waves into electric 
currents, used in recording or transmitting sound. See 
-PHON-. 

mi-cro-proc-es-sor (mi/kro pros’es ar, -Ə sar) /'mayk- 
row,prnsesor, -dsor/ n. [count] a small computer circuit 
that performs all the functions of a CPU. 

mi-cro-scope (mi/kra skop’) /'maykra,skowp/ n. [conni] 
an instrument having a magnifying lens, used for viewing 
objects too small to be seen by the unaided eye. —mi- 
croscopy (mi kros/kə pe) /may'krnskopiy/ n. Inon- 
cont] See -SCoPeE-. 

mi-cro-scopeic (mi’kra skop/ik) /,;maykro'sknpik/ also 
mi-cro-scopei-cal (mi/kra skop/i kal) 
/maykro'sknptkol/ adj. 1. too small to be visible without 
a microscope. 2. very small; tiny: He brushed a micro- 
scopic fleck of dust off his jacket. 3. very detailed; metic- 
ulous: a microscopic analysis. —mi/cro-scop/i-cal-ly, 
adv. See -SCOPE-. 

mi-cro-sur-gersy (mi/krō sůr/jə rē, mi/krō sůr/-) 
['maykrow,s3rd3əriy, ,maykrow'ssr-/ n. [noncount] a 
surgical procedure performed under magnification and 
with specialized instruments. 

microwave (mi/kro wav’) /'maykrow,weyv/ n, v., 
-waved, -wav'ing. —n. [connt] 1. an electromagnetic 
wave of extremely high frequency. 2. a microwave oven: 
Put it in the microwave and defrost it. —v. [~ + obj) 3. 
to cook or heat in a microwave oven: He microwaved 
dinner because he was in a hurry. —mi/cro-wav/a-ble, 
adj.: a microwavable plastic tray. 

mi’crowave ov’en, n. [count] an electrically operated 
oven that uses microwaves to generate heat. See illustra- 
tion at APPLIANCE. 

mid! (mid) /mid/ adj. [before a notin) being at or near 
the middle point of: in mid autumn. 

mid? or ’mid (mid) /mid/ prep. AMiD. 

mid-, prefix. mid- is attached to nouns and means “be- 
ing at or near the middle point of’: midday; mid- 
Victorian; mid-twentieth centry. 

mid-air (mid ar’) /mid'ear/ n. [Noncount) 1. any point in 
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the air not touching the earth: The helicopter pivoted in 
midair. —adj. [before a noun) 2. occurring in midair: a 
midair collision. 

mid-day (n. mid/da’, -da’; adj. -da’) / n. 'mid'dey, 
-,dey; adj. -,dey/ n. [noncount] 1. the middle of the day: 
The sun is highest at midday. —adj. [before a noun) 2. 
of or relating to the middle part of the day: a midday 
news broadcast. 

mid-dle (mid/!) /‘midl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. in or near 
the center; central: the middle part of a room. 2. inter- 
mediate or intervening: We could see them in the middle 
distance. —n. [count] 3. (usually singular) the point, part, 
lime, etc., that is at the same distance from extremes, 
limits, or starting and ending points: in the middle of the 
pool. 4. the central part of the human body, esp. the 
waist: He bent at the middie. —Idiom. 5. in the mid- 
dle of, while doing something: /‘m in the middle of an 
interview. 

middle age’, n. [noncomnt) the period of human life 
between youth and old age, usually considered as the 
years between 45 and 65. —mid/dle-aged/’, adj.: a mid- 
dle-aged tennis player. 

Mid/dle Ag/es, n. [plural; the + ~} the time in Euro- 
pean history from the late 5th century to about 1350. 

Mid’die Amer/’ica, n. 1. (noncomnt] conventional mid- 
dle-class Americans as a group: Could he persuade Mid- 
dle America to vote for him? 2. [proper noun; no article) 
the Midwest: his bus tour of Middle America. —Mid/dle 
American, n. (connt), adj. 

mid-dle-brow (mid/t brou’) /'‘midl,braw/ n. [count] 1. a 
person of ordinary tastes and interests: A middlebrow is 
between a highbrow and a lowbrow. —adj. 2. character- 
istic of middtebrows. 

mid/dle class’, n. [cont] a class of people intermedi- 
ate between those of higher and tower economic or so- 
ciał standing. —mid/dle-class’, adj.: criticizing her par- 
ents for their middle-class vahres. 

mid/dle ear’, n. [count] the middle portion of the ear 
made up of the eardrum and an air-fitted chamber. 

middleman (mid/t man’) /'midl,mæn/ n. [comnt), pl. 
-men. 1. one who buys goods from the producer and re- 
sells them to the consumer. 2. a person who goes be- 
tween disputing parties to try to settle a conflict: a mid- 
dleman between the two factions. 

mid-dle-most (mid/| most’) /'mid],mowst/ adj. MIDMOST. 

mid/dle-of-the-road’, adj. favoring an intermediate 
position between two extremes, esp. in politics: The can- 
didate’s middle-of-the-road position was favored by most 
voters. —mid/dle-of-the-road/er, n. [count] 

mid/’die school’, n. a school for grades five or six 
through eight: [count]: a principal at two different middle 
schools. [noncount): the first year of middle school. 

mid-dle-weight (mid/! wat’) /'‘midl,weyt/ n. [count] 1l. a 
boxer weighing up to 160 pounds (72.5 kg). —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 2. of or relating to middteweights: {he mid- 
dleweight division. 

mid-dling (mid/ting) /‘midlin/ adj. 1. average in size, 
quantity, or quality. 2. mediocre; ordinary; common- 
place. —adv. 3. moderately; fairly: doing middling well. 

mid-dy (mid/é) /‘midiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. Informal. a 
midshipman. 

midge (mij) /mid3/ n. [cont] 1. a very smalt, two- 
winged insect resembling a mosquito. 2. a tiny person. 

midg-et (mij7it) /‘midg3it/ n. [count] 1. (not in technical 
use) an extremely small person having normal physical 
proportions. 2. any animal or thing that is very smalt for 
its kind. —adj. [before a noun] 3. very smalt or of a class 
below the usual size; miniature. 

midei (mid’é) /‘midiy/ n. [cont], pl. mid-is. a garment, 
as a coat, extending to the middle of the calf. 

mid-land (mid/tand) /'midlond/ n. (count; usually: the + 
~] 1. the middte or interior part of a country. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 2. in or of the midland; inland. 

mid-most (mid’mGst’) /‘mid,mowst/ adj. 1. being in or 
near the very middle; middle. 2. most private; inner- 
most. —adv. 3. in the middle. 

mid-night (mid/nit’) /‘mid,nayt/ n. (noncomnt; usually: 
no article) 1. the middle of the night, esp. twelve o'clock 
at night: to stay up past midnight. —adj. [before a noun) 
2. of or relating to midnight: a midnight swim in the 
ocean. ——Usage. The word MIDNIGHT, like the word NOON, 
is not normally used with the: We met at midnight. The 
appointment was for midnight at the secret hideout. 

mid/night sun’, n. [noncount; the + ~] the sun that is 
visible at midnight during the summer in the arctic and 
antarctic. 

mid-point (mid/point’) /‘mid,poynt/ n. [count] a point at 
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or near the middle of something, as a tine: the midpoint 
Of a line; the midpoint of the trip. See -POINT-. 

mid-riff (mid/rif) /‘midrif/ n. [cont] 1. piapHRacm (def. 
t). 2. the middle portion of the human body, between 
the chest and the waist. 3. the part of a dress or bodice 
that covers this area of the body. 

mid-ship-man (mid’ship’man, mid ship/-), 
/mid,fipmon, mid'fip-/ n. [count], pl. -men. a student, 
as at the U.S. Naval Academy, in training for commission. 

midst (midst) /midst/ n. [noncount) 1. [often: in + the 
+ ~ + of] the position of being among other things or 
parts: in the midst of the crowd. 2. [often: in + the + ~ 
+ of) the position of occurring in the middle of a period 
of time, etc; the middle point or part: got up in the midst 
of the concert and walked out. 3. [often: in + the + ~ 
+ of) the state of being engaged in: He was in the midst 
of work when the phone rang. 4. the middle or central 
point or part. 

mid-stream (mid/strém/) /'‘mid'striym/ n. [noncount] 1. 
the middle of a stream. 2. the middle period of a proc- 
ess or course: in the midstream of her career. 

midesum-emer = (mid’sum/ar, -sum/-) /'mıd'samor, 
-sam-/ n. [Noncount] 1. the middle of summer. 2. the 
summer solstice, around June 21. —adj. [before a noun] 
3. of, relating to, or occurring in the middle of the sum- 
mer. 

mid-term (mid/tirm/) /‘mid,tsrm/ rm. 1. [noncount] the 
halfway point of a term, as a term of office: Our next 
Project is due at midterm. 2. [count] an examination 
given halfway through a school term. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of or relating to a term: midterm exams. 

mid-town (mid/toun’, -toun’) /'‘mid'tawn, -,tawn/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the central part of a city between uptown 
and downtown: Most of midtown was closed to traffic. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to this part: a 
midtown café. 

mid-way (adv, adj. mid’wa’; n. -wa’) / adv., adj. 
'mid'wey; n. -,wey/ adj., adv. 1. in the middle of the 
way; halfway: [adjective; before a non): the midway 
point of the project. [adverb]: to be positioned midway 
between the two warring sides. —n. [count] 2. [often: 
Midway] a place or way, as at a carnival, having side- 
shows, games, and food stands. 

mid-week (n. mid/wék’, -wék/; adj. -wek’) / n. 
‘mid'wiyk, -,wiyk; adj. -,wiyk/ n. 1. the middle of the 
week: [count]: Midweeks I'm too busy to see you. [non- 
count): Come midweek if you have the chance. —adj. 
[before a nonn) 2. relating to or occurring in the middle 
of the week: a midweek conference. 

mid-wife (mid/wif’) /‘mid,wayf/ n., pl. -wives, v., -wifed 
or -wived, -wif-ing or wiv-ing. —n. [count] 1. one who 
assists women during childbirth. 2. a person or thing 
that assists in producing something new: a midwife in the 
creation of a new product. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to assist in 
the birth of (a baby). 4. to assist in producing or bringing 
about (something new): She midwifed the new telephone 
mechanism. —mid-wifeery (mid wiffa rē) /mid'wifariy/ 
n. [noncomnt] 

mid-win-ter (n. mid/win/ter, -win/-; adj. -win/-) / n. 
‘mid'wintor, -,win-; adj. -,win-/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
middle of winter. 2. the winter solstice, around Decem- 
ber 22. —adj. [before a nonn] 3. of, relating to, or occur- 
ring in the middle of the winter. 

mid-year (mid/yér’, -yér’) /‘mid'ytor, -,yror/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the middle of the year: economic conditions at 
midyear. 2. [count] Often, midyears. [phiraf] an exami- 
nation at the middle of a school year. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of or relating to midyear. 

mien (mēn) /miyn/ n. [count] the face or manner of a 
person, esp. as it shows character, feeling, etc. 

miff (mif) /mif/ v. to put (someone) into an irritable 
mood; offend: [usually ~ + -ed]: miffed at not being in- 
vited to the party. [It + ~ + obj + that clause): It miffed 
her that her friend did not invite her to his party. 

might’ (mit) /mayt/ anxiliary (modal) v. [~ + root form 
of a verb], pres. sing. and pl. might; past might. 1. a. 
(used to express the speaker's uncertainty about the pos- 
sibility of the occurrence of the main verb): /t might rain. 
You might be night. b. (used to express an opinion about 
something that did not happen, but for which there was a 
strong possibility): / cant believe he did that; he might 
have been killed! (= There was a possibility, but in fact 
he was not killed) c. (used to express that some action is 
or would have been a good idea): They might at least 
have tried to get there on time. d. (used to suggest some 
action): Yon might begin by apologizing to her. e. (used 
to express politeness when asking for something or for 
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permission): Miglit I speak to you for a moment? 2. pt. 
of may!: / asked if we might borrow their car. 3. (used 
with another phrase or clause to express the condition, 
purpose, or result of something): Let's agree on this so 
that (as a result) we might go home early. Difficult as it 
might be, we managed to do it. —Idiom., 4. might as 
well. (used to express an opinion that there is no good 
reason for not doing the action of the main verb): / can't 
stay awake so | might as well go to bed. 

might? (mit) /mayt/ n. (noncount) 1. physical strength: 
He swung with all his might. 2. superior strength; force: 
didn't believe that might makes riglit. 3. power to be ef- 
fective: the might of the ballot box. 

mighty (mi/té) /‘maytiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest, adv., n. 
—adj. 1. having or showing might: mighty rulers. 2. of 
great size; huge: the mighty Mississippi River. 3. great in 
amount, extent, or importance: a mighty accomplish- 
ment. —adv. 4. Informal. very; extremely: Im mighty 
pleased. —n. 5. the mighty, [pliral; used with a plural 
verb] mighty people thought of as a group. —might-irly 
(mit/l @) /‘maytliy/ adv. —might/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

-migr-, root. -miigr- comes from Latin, where it-has the 
meaning “move to a new place; migrate.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: EMIGRANT, EMIGRATE, IMMIGRATE, 
MIGRANT, MIGRATE, TRANSMIGRATION. 

miegraine (mi/gran) /'‘maygrcyn/ n. a severe, repeated 
headache, with pressure or throbbing: [count]: a bad mi- 
graine after working late hours. [noncomnt): the symp- 
torns of migraine. 

migrant (mi/grant) /'‘maygrant/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
migrating: migrant workers. —1. [count] 2. a person or 
animal that migrates. 3. Also called mi/grant work/er. 
one who moves from place to place to get work. See 
-MIGR-. 

miegrate (mi/grat) /'maygreyt/ v., -grateed, -grat-ing. 
1. [~ + frorn/to + obj] to move from one country, re- 
gion, or place to another: rmigrated from the farms to the 
cities. 2. [no obj] to pass at regular periods from one re- 
gion to another, as certain birds: The birds migrated 
south for the winter. —mi-grastion (mi gra/shan) 
/may'greyfon/ n. [count]: Some birds begin their migra- 
tions early. (noncount): large-scale migration from the 
farıns to the cities. —mi-gra-toery (mi/gra tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) 
/‘maygro,toriy, -,towriy/ adj.: migratory birds. See 
-MIGR-. 

mike (mik) /mayk/ n., v., miked, mik-ing. —n. (cont) 1. 
a microphone. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to supply with a micro- 
phone: to mike a singer. 

mil (mil) /mil/ n. [count] a unit of length equal to 0.001 
of an inch (0.0254 mm), used in measuring the diameter 
of wires. 

mild (mild) /mayld/ adj., -er, -est. 1. gentle or soft in 
feeling, manner, etc.: a mild disposition. 2. not severe or 
extreme; temperate: a mild wiriter. 3. not sharp in taste 
or smell: a mild clieese. 4. moderate in strength, de- 
gree, or force: a mild drug; a mild fever. —mild/ly, 
adv.: He spoke rnildly to us. —mild/ness, n. (noncomnt): 
the relative mildness of the infection. 

miledew (mil’doo’, -dyoo’) /'mil,duw, -,dyuw/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a cottony coating on plants, fabrics, etc., 
caused by fungi: mildew on the pages of the old diary. 
—y. 2. to (cause to) become affected with mildew: [r0 
obj): The book had mildewed over the years. [~ + obj): 
The book had been mildewed by moisture. 

mile (mil) /mayl/ n. [count] 1. a unit of distance on land 
in English-speaking countries equal to 5280 feet, or 
1760 yards (1.609 kilometers). Abbr.: mi, mi. 2. NAUTICAL 
MILE. 3. any of various other units of distance used at dif- 
ferent times in different countries: A Swedish rile equals 
ten English miles. 4 a substantial distance: Sie missed 
it by a mile. ) 

mile-age or mil-age (imi/lij) /‘maylid3/ n. [nonconnt] 1. 
the total number of miles traveled in a given time: The 
mileage for our trip was over 2,000. 2. the number of 
miles or average distance that a vehicle can travel on a 
quantity of fuel: The mileage is about 20 iles per gal- 
lon. 3. wear, use, or profit: to get good mileage out of an 
old coat. 

mile-post (mil/post’) /‘mayl,powst/ n. (count) any one 
of a series of posts set up to mark distance by miles, as 
along a highway. 

miler (mi/lor) /‘maylor/ n. (count) a participant in a 
one-mile race. 

mile-stone (mil/stan’) /‘mayl,stown/ n. [count] 1. a 
stone that functions as a milepost. 2. a significant or im- 
portant event in history: The fall of Comurniunisim was one 
of the milestones of the tweritietli century. 
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mi-lieu (mil yoo’) /mil'yu/ n. [count], pl. milieus (mil- 
yooz’) /mil'yuz, miyl-/ miclieux (Fr. me lye’) Alte 
miy!lyoe/. surroundings; environment: a poor social mi- 
lien. 

mil-istanecy (mil/i tən sē) /'mılıtənsiy/ n. [noncount] the 
actions of militant people: The police weren't prepared 
for the militancy of the demonstrators. 

militant (mili tant) /'‘militont/ adj. 1. strongly aggres- 
sive and often combative, esp. in support of a cause: mil- 
itant reformers. 2. engaged in warfare; fighting. —n. 
[count] 3. a militant person: Militants staged violent dem- 
onstrations. —mil/i-tantely, adv. 

militarism (mil/i ta riz’am) /'milito,rizam/ n. [non- 
cont] a strong military spirit or policy; maintenance of a 
large military establishment. —mil/i-tasrist, n. (count) 
—milietarris/tic, adj. 

mil-ietaerize (mil/i ta riz’) /‘milita,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-rized, -riz-ing. 1. to equip with armed forces, etc.: The 
former buffer zone had becorne fully militarized again. 2. 
to fill (someone) with a feeling of militarism. —mil-i-ta- 
riezastion (mil/i tar i za’shan) /,militari'zeyfan/ n. inon- 
count) 

mil-ietarsy (mil/i ter’é) /‘mili,teriy/ adj, n., pl. -tarey, 
sometimes -tar-ies. —adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relat- 
ing to the army, armed forces, soldiers, or war-making: 
military preparedness. —n. 2. the military, a. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] the armed forces of a 
nation; the military establishment: The military does not 
want him to become president. b. [pliral; used with a 
plural verb] military personnel: The military were not 
treating civilians kindly. 

military police’, n. (plural; used with a plural verb] 
soldiers who perform police duties within the army: The 
military police were at the scene. Abbr.: MP 

mil-ietate (mili tat’) /‘mili,teyt/ v. [~ + against + obj], 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to have a substantial effect; weigh 
heavily; hinder: His prison record militated against him. 

mielietia (mi lish%a) /mi'lifa/ n. [comrit] a body of citizens 
enrolled for military service, called out at regular periods 
for drill but serving full time only in emergencies. —mi- 
li/tiaeman, n. [count], pl. -men. 

milk (milk) /milk/ n. 1. [noncount] a white liquid pro- 
duced by the mammary glands of female mammals, 
serving to nourish their young: fed by mother’s milk. 2. 
this liquid from cows or other animals, used by humans 
for food or to make butter, cheese, etc.: [noncount]: a 
glass of milk. (count): He took two milks with his coffee 
(= two measures of milk). 3. [noncoint] any liquid re- 
sembling this, as the liquid within a coconut. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to draw milk from the udder or breast of: milked 
the cows twice every day. 5. to take out or extract some- 
thing from, as if by milking: The snake handler carefitlly 
milked the rattlesnake of its venom. 6. to get something 
from; steal from: milked her of all her savings. 7. to ex- 
tract; draw out; obtain: to milk laughs from the audience. 
—milk’er, n. count) —milk/ieness, n. [noncount] 
—milk/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

milkemaid (milk/mad’) /'‘milk,meyd/ n. [count] a woman 
who milks cows or is employed in a dairy; dairymaid. 

milkman (milk/man/’) /'milk,mien/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
a person who sells or delivers milk. 

milk’ of magnesia, n. (noncoint) a milky white liquid 
of magnesium hydroxide, used as an antacid or laxative. 

milk’ shake’ or milk/shake/, n. [cont] a beverage 
blended of milk, flavoring, and ice cream. 

milk-esop (milk’sop’) /‘milk,sop/ n. (comzrit] a weak, fee- 
ble, ineffective, or useless person. 

milk’ tooth’, rı. [count] one of the temporary teeth that 
are later replaced by permanent teeth. 

milk»-weed (milk/wéd/’) /‘milk,wiyd/ n. [count] a plant 
having a milky juice and clusters of white-to-purple 
flowers. 

Milk’y Way’, n. [proper noun; usually: the + ~) 
spiral-shaped galaxy containing our solar system. 

mill’ (mil) /mil/ n. [count] 1. a factory for certain kinds of 
manufacture, as steel or textiles: the cotton mills of the 
Old South. 2. a building with machinery for grinding 
grain into flour. 3. a machine for grinding or crushing 
any solid substance: a coffee mill. 4. a business that 
gives out products in an impersonal or mechanical man- 
ner: The school was a diploma mill. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to 
grind, work, or shape in or with a mill: The men milled 
the wheat into flour. 6. [no obj) to move slowly around 
without aim or purpose, or in confusion: After the acci- 
dent the crowd milled around. —Idiom. 7. through 
the mill, through a set of difficult or painful experiences: 
really been through the mill with three divorces. 
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mill? (mil) /mil/ n. (count) a unit of money used in ac- 
counting, equal to .001 of a U.S. dollar. 

millennium (mi len’é əm) /mi'leniyom/ n. (cont), pt. 
-nirums, -nisa (-nē ə) /-niyə/. a period of 1000 years: to 
view history through the millenia. —mil-len/nical, adj. 

mill-er (mil/ar) /‘milor/ n. [count] a person who owns or 
operates a mill, esp. a mill that grinds grain into flour. 

millet (milit) /‘milit/ n. (noncount] 1. a grass grown as 
a food-grain crop. 2. the grain of such a grass. 

milli-, prefix. mitti- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings: 1. one thousand: milli- + -pede (= foot) ~ 
millipede (= a small creature with very many legs). 2. (in 
the metric system) equal to Yiooo of the unit mentioned: 
milli- + meter 7 millimeter (= Yioo Of a meter). 

milliard (mil/yard, -yard) /'milyard, -yard/ n. (count) 
Brit. one thousand millions; equivalent to U.S. billion. 

mil-liegram (mii gram’ /‘imilt,grem/ n. (count) a unit 
of mass or weight equal to Yiow of a gram. Abbr.: mg 
Also, esp. Brit., mil/liegramme/. 

mil-liclieter (mil’a 1é/tar) /'milo,liytar/ n. [count] a unit 
of volume equal to Yiooo of a liter, equivalent to 0.033815 
fluid ounce. Abbr.: ml 

milelieme-ter (mil’a mé@/tar) /‘milo,miytar/ n. [count] a 
unit of length equal to Yiooo of a meter, equivalent to O. 
03937 inch. Abbr.: mm 

mileliener (mila nar) /‘milanar/ n. [count] a person who 
creates or sells hats for women. 

milelienerey (mi ə ner/é, -nə rē) /'mila,neriy, -nariy/ n. 
[noncount] 1. women's hats and related articles. 2. the 
business or trade of a milliner. 

milelion (milyən) /'milyən/ n., pt. -lions, (as after a nu- 
meral) -lion, adj. —n. [count] 1. a number, 1000 times 
1000. 2. a symbol for this number, as 1,000,000 or M. 
3. millions, [piura a number between 1,000,000 and 
999,999,999. 4. the amount of a thousand thousand 
units of money: The painting fetched a million. 5. a very 
great number or amount: Thanks a million. —adj. [after 
a number and before a noun) 6. amounting to one mil- 
lion in number: Two milion dollars is a lot to pay. 
—mil/lionth, adj., n. [count] 

milelion-aire or mil-lionenaire (mil’ya nar’, mil/ya- 
nar’) /,milya'near, 'milya,near/ n. [count] one whose 
wealth amounts to a million or more in currency. 

mil-lispede or mil-lespede (milə péd’) /'mila,piyd/ n. 
[count] a small creature having a long, rounded body of 
many segments, each with two pairs of legs. See -Peo-!. 

mill-stone (mil/st6n/’) /‘mil,stown/ n. [count] 1. either of 
a pair of circular stones between which grain is ground, 
as in a mill. 2. anything that grinds or crushes. 3. a mill- 
stone around one’s neck, any heavy mental or emo- 
tional burden: The debt had become a giant millstone 
around his neck. 

milque-toast (milk/tdst’) /‘milk,towst/ n. (often: Milque- 
toast) [count] a timid person: a milquetoast at the office, 
never taking a Chance or daring to disagree. 

mime (mim) /maym/ n., v, mimed, miming. —n. 1. 
(noncount) the art or technique of portraying a character, 
mood, or story by body movements without words; pan- 
tomime. 2. [count] an actor who specializes in this art. 
—v. 3. [~ + obj] to mimic; show by actions one’s mean- 
ing: / mimed turning a steering wheel to indicate | 
wanted to rent a car. 4. [no Obj) to act in mime. 

mim-e-o-graph (mim/é ə graf’) /'mimiya,gref/ n. 
[count] 1. a printing machine with an ink-fed drum, 
around which a stencil is placed and which rotates as 
successive sheets of paper are fed into it. 2. a copy 
made from a mimeograph. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to duplicate 
(something) by means of a mimeograph. See -GRAPH-. 

miemeteic (mi metik, mi-) /mi'metik, may-/ adj. of, re- 
lating to, or using mimicry: mimetic gestures. 

mimeic (mim/ik) /‘mimik/ v., -icked, -ick-ing, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to imitate or copy in action, speech, etc., often 
playfully, sometimes to insult another: He mimicked the 
teacher's scolding. 2. to resemble closely: This virus 
mimics the effects of the other. —n. [count] 3. a person 
or thing that mimics, esp. a performer. —mim/ick-er, n. 
[count] 

mimeicery (mim/ik rē) //mimıkriy/ n., pi. -ries. 1. (non- 
count) the act, practice, or art of mimicking. 2. [non- 
count) the close outside resemblance of one organism to 
a different organism: an insect's mimicry Of a dead leal. 
3. [count] an instance or result of mimicking. 

miemoesa (mi mō/sə, -zƏ) /mi'mowssa, -za/ n. [count], pl. 
-sas. a plant, shrub, or tree of warm regions, having 
small flowers in rounded heads. 

min., an abbreviation of: 1. minimum. 2. minor. 3. min- 
ute. 
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-min-, root. -min- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “least; smallest.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DIMINISH, DIMINUTIVE, MINIATURE, MINIMAL, MINI- 
MUM, MINOR, MINORITY, MINUEND, MINUS, MINUTE. 

min-a-ret (min’a ret’, min’a ret’) /,mina'ret, 'mino,ret/ 
n. [count] a high, slender tower attached to a mosque, 
from which the muezzin calls the people to prayer. 

mince (mins) /mins/ v., minced, mine-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to chop into very small pieces: meat that has 
been minced. 2. [~ + obj] to soften, esp. for the sake of 
politeness: He was angry and didn't mince his words. 3. 
to move with short, unnaturally dainty steps: [no obj): He 
minced across the room. [~ + obj): He minced his way 
across the room. —n. (noncount]) 4. mincemeat. 
—mine/ing, adj.: short, mincing steps. 

mince-meat (mins/mét’) /‘mins,miyt/ n. [noncount] 1. 
a finely chopped mixture, as of minced apples, fat, rai- 
sins, and sometimes meat, for filling a pie. 2. meat that 
has been chopped in very fine pieces. ——Idfom. 3. 
make mincemeat of, [~ + obj] to destroy or defeat 
completely: They made mincemeat of us, beating us 
50-0. 

mind (mind) /maynd/ n. 1. (count) the part in a con- 
scious being that reasons, thinks, feels, wills, perceives, 
judges, etc.: If we could record the activity of every brain 
cell, we could glimpse the workings of the nind. 2. 
[count] intellect or understanding; intelligence: a sharp 
mind. 3. [count] a person considered with reference to 
intellectual power: the great minds of the day. 4. [count] 
sanity or a sound, healthy mental condition: losing his 
mind. 5. (count) a way of thinking and feeling; temper: a 
liberal mind. 6. [count] opinion, view, or sentiments: én 
my mind he’s the best for the job. 7. (noncount) remem- 
brance or recollection; memory: to call to mind. 8. 
[count] attention; thoughts: to keeps his mind on his 
Studies. —v. 9. [~ + obj] to pay attention to: Don't mind 
me; just pretend Frin not here. 10. [~ + obj) to attend to 
(one’s affairs): Mind your own business! 11. [~ + obj] to 
look after; take care of; tend: Who's minding the chil- 
dren? 12. [often in commands] to be cautious (about): 
take (something) into account: [~ + obj]: “Mind the 
step,” he warned. [~ + clause]: Mind what you say. [no 
obj): Mind now, t want you home by twelve. [~ + you): 
Mind you, I stilt have a right to my opinion. 13. (not: be 
+ ~ing; often with a negative word or phrase, or in 
questions] to feel concern at; care about; object to: [~ + 
obj): | wouldn't mind a drink right about now. (= I would 
like to have a drink). {~ + verb-ing]: You know, ! 
wouldn't mind having that drink now. [~ + Clause]: Do 
you mind if I smoke? (no obj): No, | dont mind. 14. to 
obey: [~ + obj): Mind your parents. [no obj): Hf he didn't 
mind, he was punished. —Idiom. 15. bear or keep 
(something) in mind, to hold in one’s memory; remem- 
ber: Keep that fact in mind. [~ + ( that) clause): Bear in 
mind that your taxes are due. 16. be of one mind, to 
share an opinion: The soldiers were of one mind: to get 
to the top of the hil. 17. be of two minds, to be unable 
to decide. 18. have (half) a mind to, [~ + root form of 
verb] to be (almost) decided to; be inclined to: # have 
(half) a mind to quit early. 19. never mind, This phrase 
is used to express: a. comfort to another after something 
unfortunate has happened: Never mind about that bro- 
ken window. b. the attitude that something is not impor- 
tant: She still owes me money, but never mind. 20. on 
one’s mind, in one’s thoughts; of concern to one: The 
economy has been on his mind lately. 21. out of one’s 
mind, a. insane; mad. b. emotionally overwhelmed; fran- 
tic: out Of my mind with worry. 22. to mind, to one’s 
memory or awareness: Any suggestions?-- Nothing co- 
mes immediately to mind. 23. to one’s mind, in one’s 
opinion: He's the best candidate to my mind, at least 
right now. 

mind/’-blow/ing, adj. 1. overwhelming; astounding: a 
mind-blowing experience. 2. producing a hallucinogenic 
effect: LSD and other mind-blowing drugs. 

mind-ed (min/did) /‘mayndid/ adj. 1. having a certain 
kind of mind (usually used in combination): strong- 
minded; sports-minded. 2. [be + ~) inclined or dis- 
posed: She can order another dress if she is so minded. 

mind-ful (mind/fal) /'mayndfal/ adj. (usually: be + ~ + 
of) attentive; aware: Be mindful of the consequences. 
—mind/ful-ly, adv. —mind/ fulness, n. [noncount] 

mind-less (mind/lis) /'‘mayndlis/ adj. 1. showing, using, 
or requiring no intelligence: a boring, mindless job. 2. 
[be + ~ + of] refusing to worry or think about; heed- 
less: mindless of all the dangers. 3. stupid; thoughtless: 
mindless violence. 
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mind’s’ eye’, n. [noncount] the imagination: in my 
nuud’s eye | can stilt see her. 

mine!’ (min) /mayn/ pron. 1. the form of the pronoun / 
used to show possession after the verb be: The yellow 
sweater is mine. 2. the form of the pronoun / used to re- 
fer to a thing or things that belong to the speaker: Mine 
is on the left. He was a good friend of mine. 

mine? (min) /mayn/ n., v., mined, mining. —r. [count] 
1. an area dug up for minerals, as ore, coal, or precious 
stones: the diamond mines of South Africa, 2. an abun- 
dant source; store: a mine of information. 3. an explo- 
sive device placed in the ground or in the water that is 
designed to blow up when enemy troops, vehicles, or 
ships pass near it. —v. 4. to dig in (the earth) for extract- 
ing a mineral substance: [no obj]: to mine for a year be- 
fore striking gold. [~ + obj]: to nine an area for years. 
5. to dig out (a mineral) from a mine: [no obj): to mine 
for gold. [~ + obj]: to mine gold, diamonds, and silver. 
6. [~ + obj] to place mines, as in military or naval 
operations: to mine the entrance to the harbor. 7. {~ + 
obj] to use for extracting material from: to mine every 
reference book available. —min/er, n. {count]: miners 
out on strike. 

mine-field (min/féld) /maynfiyld/ n. [count] 1. an area 
of land or water where mines have been put: The subma- 
rine slid carefully through the minefield. 2. any extremely 
dangerous situation: a political minefield. 

min-ereal (min’ar al, min/ral) /'minoral, 'minrol/ r. 
[count] 1. a substance occurring in nature, of definite 
chemical composition and usually of definite crystal 
structure: Coal, iron, salt, and tin are minerals. 2. an in- 
organic element, as calcium, etc., essential to the func- 
tioning of the human body: vitamins and minerals. 3. a 
substance neither animal nor vegetable. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4, of, relating to, or of the nature of a mineral. 

min-er-al-o-gy (min’a rol’a jé, -ral’a-) /,mina'rolad3iy, 
-ralo-/ n. [noncount] the study of minerals. —min/er- 
al’o-gist, n. {cownt) 

min/eral oil’, n. [noncount] a colorless, oily, almost 
tasteless oil obtained from petroleum. 

min’eral wa/’ter, n. [noncount] water containing dis- 
solved mineral salts or gases. 

min-e-stroene (min’a strō/nē) /;mino'strowniy/ n. [non- 
count] a thick vegetable soup. 

mine-sweep-er (min/swé/par) /'mayn,swiypor/ n. 
[count] a ship used for removing or destroying explosive 
mines. 

minegle (ming/’gal) /‘mingal/ v., -gled, -gling. 1. [no obj] 
to mix in company: He wandered around, trying to min- 
gle with the guests. 2. to mix or combine; put together 
in a mixture: blend: [no obj): His shouts mingled with 
those of other survivors. [~ + obj]: His account mingled 
truth with exaggerations. —min/gled, adj.: a look of 
mingled despair and hopefulness. 

minei (min/ē) /miniy/ n. [count], pi. minsis. 1. MINISKIRT. 
2. MINICOMPUTER. 3. anything small of its kind. 

mini-, prefix. mini- is attached to nouns and means: 1. 
of a small or reduced size in comparison with others of 
its kind: mini- + car 7 minicar; nini- + gun 7 mini- 
gun. 2. limited in scope, intensity, or duration: nuni- + 
boom (= economic upturn) ~ ntiniboom (= short-lived 
econontic boom); mini- + course ~ mtinicourse (= short 
course of study). 3. (of clothing) short; not reaching the 
knee: mini- + dress ~ ntinidress; mini- + skirt ~ muni- 
Skirt. See -MIN-. 

min-iea-ture (min’é a char, min’a char) /'miniyatfar, 
‘minatfar/ rt. [count] 1. a copy of something on a small 
scale. 2. something small of its class or kind. 3. a very 
small painting, esp. on ivory. —adj. [before a noun) 4. 
represented on a small scale: a ntiniaturre poodle. 
—Idiom. 5. in miniature, of a reduced size; on a small 
scale. —min/i-a-tur-ist, zni. [court] See -MIN-. 
min-isastureize (min’7é a cha riz’, min’a-) /'miniy- 
atfa,rayz, 'mino-/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to make in 
reduced size: to mutiniaturize electronic equipment. 
—min-i-a-tur-iezaetion (min’é ə char i za’shan, min/a-) 
/muiniyoatfor'zeyfan, ,mina-/ n. (noncournt}] See -MIN-. 
min-iebike (min’é bik’) /‘miniy,bayk/ n. [count] a small, 
lightweight motorcycle with a low frame. 

mineiebus (min7é bus’) /'miniy,bas/ rt. [count] a small 
bus typically used for transporting people short dis- 
tances. 

min-i-com-put-er (min’é kəm  pydd/tar) = /'miniyk- 
am,pyuwtor/ n. [count] a computer with processing and 
storage capabilities smaller than those of a mainframe 
but larger than those of a microcomputer. 

minim (minam) /‘minam/ n. [count] the smallest unit 
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of liquid measure, ⁄» of a fluid dram, roughly equivalent 
to one drop. Abbr.: min, min. See -MIN-. 

min-iemal (min’a mal) /’minomol/ adj. 1. making up or 
being a minimum: a minimal weight loss of two pounds 
a week. 2. [before a noun] of or relating to minimalism. 
—min/iemalely, adv. See -MIN-. 

min-iemaleism (min’a mə liz’am) /'mınəmə,lızəm/ n. 
[noncount] a style or method in titerature, art, dance, or 
music that is simple, plain, and often repetitious and im- 
personal in tone. —min/i-mal-ist, n. [count] See -MIN-. 

Mineiemize (min’a miz’) /'mina,mayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-mized, -miz-ing. 1. to reduce to the smallest possible 
amount or degree: to minimize losses. 2. to make 
something seem of low value; belittle: kept minimizing 
my accomplishments. —minsiemi-zastion (min’a mi za7- 
shan) /,minomi'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] —min/i-miz/er, n. 
(count) See -MIN-. 

mineiemum (min’a mam) /'minamom/ n., pil. -mums, 
-ma (-ma) /-mə/ adj. —n. [count] 1. the least amount 
possible, allowable, or needed: fo work a minimum of Six 
hours a day. 2. the lowest amount, value, or degree at- 
tained: the lowest minimums ever recorded for summer 
temperatures. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating to 
a minimum: a minimum stay of five days. See -MIN-. 

minsion (min/yən) /‘minyon/ n. [count] a low-ranking 
worker who follows blindly his or her superior. 

min.isecule (min’a skyool’) /'minə,skyuwi/ adj. MINUS- 
CULE. See -MIN-. 

Min-iese-ries (min’é sér/éz) /miniy,siariyz/ n. [count], 
pl. -ries. a television program broadcast in parts over 
several days. 

Mmin-ieskirt (min’é skdrt’) /miniy,sk3rt/ n. [count] a 
short skirt ending several inches above the knee. 

mineisster (min’a ster) /'minastor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son with authority to conduct religious worship. 2. a per- 
son appointed to a high office of state, esp. as head of 
an administrative department: moved from foreign minis- 
ter to prime minister. 3. a diplomatic representative 
ranking below an ambassador. —v. 4. minister to, [~ + 
obj] to give service, care, or aid: to minister to the needs 
of the hungry. 

min.is terial (min’a stēr/ēě al) /,mino'stiariyal/ adj. 
[before a noun] of or relating to a government minister: 
a ministerial staff. 

min-is-trastion (min’a stra’shan) /,mino'streyfan/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the giving of care, aid, or help: ministration 
to the sick. 2. [count] an act or instance of this: brushed 
aside the ntinistrations of his nurse. 

min-isetry (min’a stré) /'minostriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. 
[count] the service or functions of a minister of religion: 
Her first ministry was a small Midwestern town. 2. [count; 
usually singular; the + ~] the body or class of ministers 
of religion; clergy: decided to enter the ministry of her 
church. 3. [count] an administrative department headed 
by a government minister: a ministry of defense. 

mink (mingk) /mink/ n., pl. minks, (esp. when thought of 
as a group) mink. 1. [count] a weasel of N. America and 
of Eurasia. 2. [noncount] the soft, shiny fur of this ani- 
mal: a coat of mink. 3. [count] a piece of clothing, esp. a 
coat or stole, made of this fur. 

Minn., an abbreviation of: Minnesota. 

Minenow (min/s) /'minow/ n. [count]. pl. (esp. for kinds 
or species) -nows, (esp. when thought of as a group; 
rare) -now. a small fish of fresh waters. 

minor (mi/nar) /'maynor/ adj. 1. lesser, as in size, €x- 
tent, or rank: a minor role. 2. under full legal age. 3. of 
or relating to a student’s academic minor: minor sub- 
jects. 4. (in music) based on a scale in which the third 
note is one half step smaller than the corresponding ma- 
jor scale: a minor key. —n. [count] 5. a person under full 
legal age: corrupting the morals of a minor. 6. a. a sub- 
ject or course of knowledge studied secondarily to a ma- 
jor subject or course. b. a student studying such a sub- 
ject: the number of physics majors and English minors. 
7. a minor musical scale, chord, etc. —v. [no obj] 8. to 
choose or study as a secondary academic subject: to mi- 
nor in biology. See -MIN-. 

mi-enoreiety (mi nor/i tē, -nor/-, mi-) /mi'noritiy, -'nor-, 
may-/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —r. 1. [count] a number, part, or 
amount forming less than half of the whole: He got a mi- 
nority of the votes in the first election. 2. [count] a smal- 
ler group opposed to a majority: a minority of stockhold- 
ers. 3. [count] Also called minor/ity group’. a group 
differing, esp. in race, religion, or ethnic background, 
from the majority of a population: Can the rights of mii- 
norities be guaranteed? 4. [court] a member of such a 
group: made an effort to hire more minorities. 5. [non- 
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count] the state or period of being under full legal age. 
—adj. (before a noun] 6. of or relating to a minority: a 
minority opinion. See -MIN-. 

minestrel (min/stral) /'minstral/ n. [count] 1. a medieval 
poet, singer, and musician, who either traveled from 
place to place to perform, or was a member of a noble 
household. 2. a musician, singer, or poet. 

mint’ (mint) /mint/ n. 1. [nonconnt] a sweet-smelling 
herb, such as the spearmint and peppermint. 2. [count] 
a mint-flavored candy: He chewed on a inint to settle his 
Stomach, —adj. [before a noun] 3. flavored with mint: 
mint tea. —mint/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

mint? (mint) /mint/ n. [count] 1. a place where coins, 
elc., are produced under government authorily. 2. [sin- 
gular; a + ~] a vast amount, esp. of money: That car 
must have cost a mint! —adj. 3. being in its original con- 
dition, as if newly made: an old car in mint condition. 
—v. [~ + obj} 4. to make (money) by stamping metal: to 
mint coins. 5. to make or invent: to mint words. 
—mint/er, n. [count] 

mint’ ju/lep, n. (count) an alcoholic drink traditionally 
made with bourbon, sugar, and sprigs of mint. 

min-uret (min’yoo et’) /,minyuw'et/ n. [count] 1. a slow, 
stately dance in triple meter. 2. a piece of music for such 
a dance. 

minus (mi/nas) /'maynas/ prep. 1. less by the subtrac- 
tion of: Ten minus six is four. 2. lacking or without: a 
book minus a page. —adj. 3. signaling subtraction: a rni- 
nus sign. 4. algebraically negalive: a minus quantity. 5. 
[after a noun}(in school grades) less than; just below: to 
get a C minus on a test (= to get a grade just below a 
C). 6. [before a number] (in stating a temperature) the 
number of degrees below zero: a temperature of minus 
40 (= a temperature of 40 degrees below zero). —n. 
[count] 7. minus sicn. 8. a minus quantity. 9. a deficiency 
or loss. See -MIN-. 

mi-nus-cule (min/s skyool’, mi nus/kyool) 
/mina,skyuwl, mi'naskyuwl/ adj. very small. See -min-. 

mi/nus sign’, n. [count] the symbol (—) that indicates 
subtraction or a negative quantity. 

minute’ (miit) /'minit/ n. [count] 1. the sixtieth part 
(%o) Of an hour; 60 seconds. 2. a short space of time: 
Give me a few minutes; I'll be right there. 3. an exact 
point in time; instant; moment: Come here this minute! 
4. minutes, [plural] the official record of the proceedings 
al a meeting of a group: The minutes have several er- 
rors. 5. Geometry. the sixtieth part of a degree in meas- 
uring angles, often represented by the sign ‘. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 6. done or prepared in a very short time: 
minute pudding. —-Idiom. 7. the last minute, the last 
moment of time: waited until the last minute before 
handing in her test. 8. the minute (that), as soon as; at 
the same time as: Let me know the minute (that) they 
get here. 9. up to the minute, modern; up-to-date: His 
clothes were always up to the minute. See -min-. 

minute? (mi ndol’, -nyool’”, mi-) /may'nuwt, -'nyuwt, 
mı-/ adj., -nut-er, -nut-est. 1. extremely small, as in size 
or degree: minute differences. 2. of minor importance; 
insignificant. 3. concerned about even the smallest de- 
tails: a minute examination. —mi-nute/ly, adv. —mi- 
nute/ness, n. [nonconnt] See -Min-. 

min/ute steak’ (min/it) /‘minit/ n. a thin slice of beef- 
steak, sautéed briefly on each side: [count]: preparing a 
few minute steaks for dinner. (noncount): Next tiine buy 
minute steak that isn't so tough. 

mienuetica (mi ndo’shé ə, -sha, -nydo/-) /mi'nuwfiya, 
-fa, -'nyuw-/ n. (count), pl. -tiae (-shé ē/) /-fiy,iy/. Usu- 
ally, minutiae. [p/iraf small or unimportant matters: got 
bogged down in the minutiae. 

minx (mingks) /minks/ n. [count] a bold or impolite girl; 
a girl who likes to flirt or tease. 

-mir-, root. -mir- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to wonder.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ADMIRABLE, ADMIRATION, ADMIRE, MIRACLE, MIRACU- 
LOUS, MIRAGE, MIRROR. 

mireascle (mir’a kal) /‘mirakal/ n. [count] 1. a supernat- 
ural or divine event or happening: Jesus perforined a 
number of miracles. 2. a superb or extraordinary exam- 
ple of something; a marvel: /t was a miracle that the pilot 
landed the plane in that snowstorm. See -MIR-. 

mierac-u-lous (mi rak/ya las) /mi'rakyalas/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to a miracle: the miraculous healing powers of 
the water at Lourdes. 2. wonderful or marvelous: a mi- 
raculous recovery from his illness. —mi-rac/u-lous-ly, 
adv. See -MIR-. 

mirage (mi razh’) /mi'ra3/ n. [count] 1. an image one 
sees, esp. in the desert, of an object that is not present; 
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an illusion: saw imirages of lakes that vanished as they 
approached. 2. anything that seems to be within reach 
but that proves unreal, etc.: The promises of promotion 
turned out to be a mirage. See -mir-. 

mire (mier) /may°r/ n., v., mired, mir-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
an area of wet, swampy ground; bog. 2. a difficult or un- 
pleasant situation that one cannot escape from: the mire 
of poverty. —v. (usually: be + ~ + -ed] 3. to become 
stuck in mire: The troops were mired in the mud. 4. to 
involve; entangle; trap: mired in lawsuits. 
mir-ror (mir’ar) /‘miror/ n. [count] 1. a reflecting sur- 
face, usually of glass with a silvery backing: looked in the 
mirror to conb her hair. 2. something that gives a faith- 
ful representation of something else: music that was a 
mirror of its time. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to reflect as if in a 
mirror: The grey sea mirrored the rainy sky. 4. to show 
or imitate: The poll's findings mirror the opinions of 
many Americans. See -MIR-. 
mirth (mirth) /m3r0/_n. [noncount] amusement, esp. 
with laughter: He laughed softly, but with no real mirth. 
—mirth/ful, adj. 
mis-, prefix. mis- is attached to nouns, verbs, and adjec- 
lives and means: 1. mistaken; wrong; wrongly; incor- 
rectly: mis- + trial ~ mistrial (= a trial conducted im- 
properly); inis- + print ~ imisprint (= something 
incorrectly printed); inis- + fire ~ misfire: (= fail to fire 
Properly). 2. the opposite of: mis- + trust ~ mistrust (= 
the opposite of trust). 

-mis-, root. -mis- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “send.” It is related to -mit-. This meaning is 
found in such words as: AOMISSION, COMMISSAR, COMMIS- 
SARY, COMMISSION, COMPROMISE, DEMISE, DISMISS, EMISSARY, 
IMPERMISSIBLE, INTERMISSION, MISSAL, MISSILE, MISSION, MIS- 
SIONARY, MISSIVE, OMISSION, PERMISSION, PERMISSIVE, PROMISE, 
PROMISSORY, REMISS, SUBMISSION, SUBMISSIVE, SURMISE, 
TRANSMISSION. 

misead-ven-ture (mis’ad ven/char) /,misad'vent fər/ n. 
misfortune; mishap: (noncount): death by misadventure, 
or accidental death. (count): his misadventures in Africa. 
See -VEN-. 

miseanedry (mis/an dré) /misendriy/ n. [noncount) ha- 
tred of or hostility toward men. See -ANDRO-. 

mis-an-thrope (mis’on thrdp’, miz/-) /'‘misan,Orowp, 
'miz-/ also miseanethro-pist (mis an/thra pist, miz-) 
/misten@rapist, miz-/ n. [count] one who hates all hu- 
man beings. —mis-an-throp-ic (mis’an throp/ik, miz/-) 

/misan'Oropik, ,miz-/ adj. —mis-an-thro-py (mis an/- 
thra pē) /mis'anOrapiy/ n. [noncount] See -ANTHRO-. 

mis-ap-pre-hend (mis/ap ri hend’) /,miswpri'hend/ v. 
[~ + obj] to misunderstand. —mis-ap-pre-hen-sion 
(mis’ap ri hen’shan) /,;miszpri'henfan/ n. (cont): under 
a grave misapprehension that things were proceeding 
smoothly. (noncount): blaming mistakes on misappre- 
hension. See -PREHEND-. 

mis-ap-pro-pri-ate (mis’a prd/pre at’) 
/,miso'prowpriy cyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to ap- 
ply wrongfully or dishonestly, as funds that were placed 
in one’s care: The dishonest tnanager misappropriated 
funds. —mis-ap-pro-prisa-tion (mis’a prd/pré a/shan) 
/,misa,prowpriy'eyfan/ n. (nonconnt): guilty of misappro- 
priation of funds. (count): More rnisappropriations were 
discovered before the trial begari. See -PROPR-. 

mis-be-got-ten (mis’bi got/n) /,misbi'gotn/ adj. 1. born 
of parents who are not married to each other; illegiti- 
mate: his misbegotten son. 2. badly planned, made, or 
carried out: a misbegotten plan. 

mis-be-have (mis’bi hav’) /,misbi'heyv/ v, -haved, 
-hav-ing. to behave badly or improperly: (10 obj}: rnis- 
behaving in church, (~ + oneself: misbehaving himself 
at parties. 

mis-be-hav-ior (mis/bi hav/yar) /,misbi'heyvyar/ n. 
{noncount) bad behavior: misbehavior during mass. 

misc., an abbreviation of: 1. miscellaneous. 2. miscel- 
lany. 

-Misc-, root. -misc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “mix.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
MISCELLANEOUS, MISCELLANY, PROMISCUOUS. 

mis-cal-curlate (mis’kal’kya lat’) /;mis'kwlkya,leyt/ v., 
-lated, -lat-ing. 1. to make a mistake in counting: [10 
obj}: miscalculated when adding the figures. (~ + obj): 
He miscalculated the total. 2. to make an error in judg- 
ing: [no obj}: The candidate rniscaiculated badly. [~ + 
obj}: She miscalculated the opposition to her proposal. 
—mis-cal-cula-tion (mis/kal kya lā/shən) /,mıs- 
kælkyə'leyfən/ n. (count): A few miscalculations and your 
career could be over. [noncount): no room for miscalcu- 
lation in the Olympics. 
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mis-call (mis Kol’) /mis'kol/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to call by a 
wrong name. 2. to make an error in judging a game or 
other situation: The referee miscalled that play. 

mis-car-riage  (mis’kar/ij, mis/kar/-) /,mis'krid3, 
‘nus, kier-/ n. [connt] 1. the birth of a dead offspring: suf- 
fered a miscarriage during her last pregnancy. 2. a fail- 
ure to attain one’s end: a miscarriage of justice. 

mis-carery (mis kar’é) /mis'kitriy/ v. (no obj], -ried, 
-rysing. 1. to have a miscarriage of a fetus: When she 
miscarried for the third time she wondered if she should 
adopt a child. 2. to fail to attain one’s end; be unsuc- 
cessful: The plan miscarried. 

mis-cast (mis kast’”) /mis'kest/ v. [~ + obj], -cast, 
-cast-ing. 1. to cast (an actor) in an unsuitable role: The 
directors miscast the comedian in a serious role. 2. to 
cast (a play, etc.) with unsuitable actors. 

mis-ceg-e-na-tion (mi seja nāshən, misi jə-) 
Imi sed3zo'neyfon, ,misid3a-/ n. [noncount] intercourse 
involving a man and a woman of different races. See 
-MISC-. 

mis-cel-lasne-ous (mis’a la/né əs) /,misa'leyniyos/ adj. 
made up of parts of different kinds; of or having mixed 
character, kinds, etc.: The party attracted a miscellane- 
ous group of people. See -Misc-. 

mis-cel-laeny (misə la/né) /'misoa,leyniy/ n. [count], pl. 
-nies. a collection or mixture of various items or parts. 
See -MISC-. 
mis-chance (mis chans’) /mis'tfæns/ n. 1. [count] an 
occurrence of bad luck: An odd mischance brought him 
face to face with his enemy. 2. (noncount) bad luck: /t 
was by mischance that the car ran off the road. 
mis-chief (mis/chif) /‘mistfif/ n. (noncount]) 1. conduct 
or activity that causes slight annoyance: The children 
were always getting into mischief. 2. a tendency to tease 
or annoy: Her eyes were full of mischief. 3. harm or trou- 
ple: to come to mischief. 
mischievous (mis/chə vas) /‘mistfovos/ adj. 1. mali- 
ciously or playfully annoying: The mischievous boys stole 
apples from the neighbor's tree. 2. slyly teasing: a mis- 
chievous look. 3. harmful; causing trouble. —mis/chie- 
voussly, adv. —mis/chie-vous-ness, n. [noncount] 
mis-con-ceived (mis’/kan sévd’) /,miskon'siyvd/ adj. 
poorly planned; not carefully or properly thought about: 
the government's misconceived foreign policy. 
mis-con-cep-tion (mis’kon sep’shen) /,miskon'sepfon/ 
n. {count} something not carefully or properly thought 
about or planned; a mistaken or erroneous idea: a major 
misconception about AIDS. 
mis-con-duct (n. mis kon/dukt; v. mis’kan dukt/) / n. 
mis'kondakt; v. ,mtskon'dakt/ n. (noncount) 1. improper 
behavior, esp. by an official in office, or in the adminis- 
tration of justice: official misconduct as mayor. —v. [~ + 
Obj] 2. to misbehave (oneself). 
mis-con-struc-tion  (mis’kon struk/shən) = /,misk- 
an'strakfon/ n. 1. (noncomnt] the state or condition of 
being mistaken: a law not open to misconstriction. 2. 
(cont) an act or example of such misunderstanding. See 
-STRU-. 
mis-con-strue (mis’kan stroo’) /,miskon'struw/ v. [~ + 
obj], -strued, -stru-ing. to misunderstand the meaning 
of; misinterpret: / dont want my words to be miscon- 
Strued. See -STRU-. 
mis-count (v. mis kount’; n. mis/kount/) / v. mis'kawnt; 
n. 'mis,kawnt/ v. 1. to count incorrectly: [no obj]: The 
census miscounted by as much as 20%. [~ + obj): The 
minority population was miscounted in the last censis. 
—n. (count) 2. an incorrect counting: a miscount by as 
much as 20%. 
mis-cre-ant (mis’kré ont) /'miskriyont/ adj. 1. evil and 
villainous. —vr. [count] 2. a vicious or evil person. 
misscue (mis kyōō/) /mis'kyuw/ n., v., -cued, -curing. 
—n. [count] 1. an error, mistake, or blunder: several mis- 
cues on the fast bill. —v. (no obj] 2. to make a mistake: 
He miscued again and the ball got past him. 
mis-deed (mis déd’) /mis‘diyd/ n. (cont) an immoral 
deed. 
mis-desmean-or (mis/di mē/nər) /,;mtsdi'miynor/ n. 
[count] 1. a criminal offense less serious than a felony. 
2. an instance of misbehavior. Also, esp. Brit, mis’de- 
mean/our. 
mis-di-rect (mis/di rekt’) /;misdi'rekt/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to direct, instruct, or address wrongly: to misdirect a per- 
son to the wrong office. 2. to make use of wrongly or in- 
correctly: misdirected all his energy. See -RECT-. 
mis-do-ing (mis doo’ing) /mis 'duwin/ s. (count) Often, 
misdoings. [plural] a wrong, improper, or mistaken act. 
mise-en-scéne (ME zäN sen’) /miyza'sen/ n. (count), pl. 
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-scènes (-sens’, -sen/) /-'sens, -'sen/. 1. the process of 
setting a stage. 2. the stage setting or scenery of a play. 
See -Mis-. 

miser (mi/zar) /‘mayzor/ n. [count] a person who saves 
money and is reluctant to spend it. —mi/serelieness, n. 
[noncount]) —mi/sersly, adj. See -MISER-. 

-miser-, root. -miser- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “wretched.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMMISERATE, MISER, MISERABLE, MISERLY, MISERY. 

mis-erea-ble (miz/er a bal, miz/ra-) /'mızərəbəl, 'mızrə-/ 
adj. 1. unfortunate, unhappy, or uncomfortable: a miser- 
able beggar. 2. evil; hateful; contemptible: a miserable 
villain. 3. having, showing, or causing misery: a misera- 
ble failure. —mis/ereaebly, adv.: He failed miserably in 
his last few garnes. See -MISER-. 

mis-erey (miz’o rē) /'mizoriy/ n., pl. -ereies. wretched, 
unfortunate, or unhappy conditions: [noncount]: the mis- 
ery he felt after his defeat. {count}: home and job 
miseries. See -MISER-. 

mis-feassance (mis fé/zens) /mis'fiyzons/ n. (non- 
count] the wrongful use of one’s legal or lawful authority. 
—mis-fea-sor (mis fe’zer) /mis'fiyzor/ n. (count) 

misfire (v. mis fi?r7; n. mis/fier’) / v. mus'fier; n. 
'mis,fay®r/ v., -fired, -fireing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to fail to 
fire or ignite properly: The engine was sputtering and 
misfiring. 2. to fail to achieve the desired result: His criti- 
cisms misfired completely. —n. (count) 3. an act or in- 
stance of misfiring. 

mis-fit (mis fit?, mis/fit’ for 1; mis/fit’? for 2) / mis'fit, 
Imus) fit for 1; misfit for 2/ n. (count) 1. something, 
as a piece of clothing, that fits badly. 2. one not suited or 
unable to adjust to a situation: a social misfit. 

mis-for-tune (mis fôr/chən) /mis'fortfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] bad fortune; bad luck: That failure was more a re- 
sult of misfortune than of bad judgment. 2. [count] an 
instance of this: some misfortunes of the business down- 
turn. See -FORTUN-. 

mis-giveing (mis giv/ing) /mis'givin/ n. [count] Often, 
misgivings. [plural] a feeling of doubt: He had a few 
misgivings about the plan. 

mis-guide (mis gid’) /mis'gayd/ v. [~ + obj], -guid-ed, 
-guid-ing. to guide wrongly; misdirect. —mis-guid-ance 
(mis gid/ns) /mis'gaydns/ n. [noncount) 

mis-guid-ed (mis gi/did) /mis'gaydid/ adj. wrong be- 
cause of bad judgment: a few misguided attempts to 
take over the business. 

misehan-dle (mis han/dl) /mis'hwndl/ v. [~ + obj), 
-dled, -dling. to manage badly; deal with poorly: fo mis- 
handle a business acconnt. 

mis-hap (mis/hap, mis hap’) /‘mishep, mis'hep/ n. an 
unfortunate event: [count]: We had a little mishap on the 
way over here. [nonconnt]. They flew through the snow- 
storm without mishap. See -HAP-. 

mishemash (mish’mash’, -mash’) /'mif,maf, -,ma/J/ 
also mishemosh (mish’mosh/’) /'mıf,mof/ n. (count) a 
confused mess; hodgepodge: a mishmash of wild opin- 
ions. 

mis-ineform (mis/in form’) /,misin'form/ v. [~ + obj] to 
give false or misleading information to: Whoever told you 
I was dead misinformed you. 

miseineforsmastion (mis/in far ma/shen) /,misin- 
for'meyfon/ n. (nonconnt) false information deliberately 
given: The spy was given misinformation to bring back to 
his country. 

mis-in-ter-pret (mis/in tir/prit) /,misin'tarprit/ v. [~ + 
obj] to interpret incorrectly: fo misinterpret her quiet an- 
ger as agreement with the plan. —mis-in-ter-pre-ta-tion 
(mis/^in ttr/pri7tashan) /,misin,tar'priteyfon/ n. [non- 
count]: a speech open to murch  misinterpretation. 
(count): numerous misinterpretations to be cleared up. 

mis-judge (mis juj’) /mis'd3ad3/ v. [~ + obj], -judged, 
-judg-ing. to judge or form an opinion incorrectly or un- 
justly: /f 1 misjudged you, I'm sorry. —mis-judg/ment, n. 
(count; noncount) See -JuD-. 

mislay (mis 1a’) /mis'ley/ v. [~ + obj], -laid, -lay-ing. 
1. to lose temporarily; misplace: / mislaid my keys. 2. to 
lay or place (something) wrongly: to mislay linoleum on 
the kitchen floor. 

mislead (mis léd/’) /mis'‘liyd/ v. {~ + obj], -led, -lead- 
ing. 1. to lead or guide in the wrong direction. 2. to lead 
(someone) into error; lead astray: / was misled into be- 
lieving he was honest. 

mis-lead-ing (mis/lé/ding) /,mis'liydin/ adj. intended to 
deceive: fed the spy misleading information. 

missman-age (mis man/ij) /mis'manid3/ v. (~ + obj], 
-aged, -ag-ing. to manage poorly or dishonestly: had 
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mismanaged the funds. —mis-man/age-ment, n. (nor- 
count) 
misematch (mis mach’: for 2 also mis’mach/) 


/mis'maetf; for 2 also 'mis;metf/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to 
match badly or unsuitably: The two were completely mis- 
matched and never should have gotten married. —n. 
[count] 2. a bad or unsuitable match: The game was a 
complete mismatch. 

misnomer (mis nō/mər) /mis'nowmor/ n. [count] a 
name (of something) that is inappropriate because it fails 
to describe it properly: Calling that company a “business” 
is really a misnomer; it is badly managed and has never 
made a profit. See -nom-?. 

miesogeaemy (mi sog’a mē, mi-) /mi'sogomiy, may-/ n. 
(noncount] hatred of marriage. —mi-sog/a-mist, n. 
[count] See -Gan-. 

misogyny (mi soj/ə nē, mi-) /mi'sod3aniy, may-/ n. 
(oncount] hatred of or hostility toward women. Compare 
MISANDRY. —mi-Sog/y-nist, n. [count] —mi-sog’y-nous, 
adj. See -GYn-. 

mis-place (mis plas’) /mis'pleys/ v. [~ + obj), -placed, 
-Plac-ing. 1. to put in a wrong place. 2. to put in a place 
afterward forgotten: / seern to have misplaced my keys. 
3. to place or bestow improperly or unwisely: to misplace 
his trust in someone. —mis-placed/, adj.: misplaced 
loyalties. Compare MISLAY. 

mis-:play (n. mis pla’, mis/pla/; v. mis pla’) / n. 
mis'pley, 'mıs,pley; v. mis'pley/ n. (count) 1. a wrong or 
bad play in a sport: A few more misplays like that one 
and our team wilt be eliminated. —v. 2. to play wrongly 
or badly: {~ + obj]: to misplay the last three batts. (no 
obj}: The team has been misptaying alt day. 

misprint (n. mis/print’, mis print’; v. mis print’) / n. 
'mis, print, mis'print; v. mis'print/ n. (count) 1. a mis- 
take in printing: The misprints in the headline were pretty 
obvious. —v. [~ + obj} 2. to print incorrectly: They mis- 
Printed alt the signs. 

mis-pro-nounce (mis’pra nouns’) /,mispra'nawns/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -nounced, -nounc-ing. to pronounce incorrectly: 
always mispronounces my name. —mis-pro-nun:cieae 
tion (mis/pra nun/sé ā/shən) /,mispra,nansiy'eyfan/_n. 
(noncount): misprominciation of the French vowels. 
(count): a hist of common mispronunciations. See 
-NOUNCE-. 

mis-quote (mis kwōt/) /mis'kwowU v., -quot-ed, -quot- 
ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to quote incorrectly: claimed he 
had been tnisquoted. —n. [count] 2. Also, mis-quo-ta- 
tion (mis’kwo tā/shən) /,miskwow'teyfon/. an incorrect 
quotation: severat misquotes and outright distortions of 
my position. See -Quot-. 

mis-read (mis réd/) /mis'riyd/ v. [~ + obj], -read (red), 
-read-ing. 1. to read wrongly: | misread the date. 2. to 
misunderstand: misread the dictator's intentions. 

mis-rep-re-sent (mis/rep ri zent’) /,misrepri'zent/ v. [~ 
+ obj}, 1. to represent incorrectly or falsely: The candi- 
date’s position was misrepresented in her opponent's TV 
ads. 2. to represent in an unsatisfactory manner: He mis- 
represents the stockholder’s views. —mis-rep-re-sen-tae 
tion (mis/rep ri zən tā/shən) /ımısreprizən'teyfən/ n. 
[noncount]: comments open to misrepresentation. 
[count]: distortions and misrepresentations of my posi- 
tion. 

misrule (mis rdol/) /mis'ruwl/ n., v, -ruled, -rul-ing. 
—n. [noncount] 1. bad or unwise rule; misgovernment. 
—v. [~ + obj} 2. to rule badly; misgovern. 

miss’ (mis) /mis/ v. 1. to fail to hit: (~ + obj]: missed 
the first pitch. [no obj): He swung and missed. 2. [~ + 
obj} to fail to meet, catch, etc.: to miss a train. 3. [~ + 
obj) to fail to take advantage of: / missed a chance to 
meet him. 4. (~ + obj] to fail to be present for: to miss 
school. 5. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to notice the ab- 
sence or loss of: When did you first miss your wallet? 6. 
to regret the absence or loss of: (~ + obj]: I miss you alt 
dreadfully. [~ + verb-ing]: He missed watching the Afri- 
can sunsets. 7. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + verb-ing] to es- 
cape or avoid: He just missed being caught. 8.(~ + obj) 
to fail to understand: to miss the point of a remark. 9. 
[no obj} (of a car, etc.) to misfire: The car was missing on 
alt four cylinders. 10. miss out, [no obj] to fail to experi- 
ence or take advantage of something: They missed out 
on a golden opportunity to improve their financial situa- 
tion. —n. [count] 11. a failure of any kind, esp. to hit 
something: a couple of swings and misses and the game 
is over. 12. a misfire. —Idiom. 13. miss the boat, /n- 
format. to fail to take advantage of an opportunity: He 
missed the boat by failing to apply for the grant. 

miss? (mis) /mis/ n., pt misses. 1. [Miss] This word is 
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used as a title of respect before the name of an unmar- 
ried woman: Miss Mary Jones. 2. [Miss] This word is used 
as a polite form of address to a young woman: Miss, 
please bring tne some ketchup. 3. [Miss] This word is 
used as a title before the name of a place, or a quality, 
that a young woman has been selected to represent: Miss 
America. 4. [count] a young unmarried woman; girl. 5. 
misses, [plural] a. a range of sizes, chiefly from 6 to 20, 
for garments that fit women of average height and build. 
b. a garment in this size range. 

Miss., an abbreviation of: Mississippi. 

misesal (mis/al) /‘misal/ n. [count] (sometimes: Missal] a 
book containing the prayers used in the Roman Catholic 
mass over the course of the year. See -mis-. 

miseshape (mis shap’, mish-) /mis'feyp, mıf-/ v. [~ + 
obj), -shaped, -shaped or -shap-en, -shap-ing. to shape 
badly or wrongly; deform. —mis-shap/en, adj.: His 
craggy face had become misshapen with age and dis- 
ease. 

mis-sile (mis/al) /‘misol/ m. [count] 1. an object or 
weapon propelled at a target, as a stone, bullet, etc.: 
Kocks, stones, and other flying missites came down on 
their heads. 2. a rocket-propelled weapon: Missiles from 
both sides fitted the air. See -mis-. 

mis-silesry or mis-silery (mis/al rē) /misalriy/ n. (non- 
count) 1. the science of the construction and use of mis- 
siles, esp. guided missiles: advances in rocketry and mis- 
silery. 2. missiles, esp. guided missiles, thought of as a 
group: The missilery of both sides goes far beyond what 
is needed for defensive purposes. See -Mis-. 

misseing (mis/ing) /'misin/ adj. lacking, absent, or not 
found: the missing murder weapon. 

mission (mish/’an) /'mifon/ n. [count] 1. a committee 
sent to a foreign country to conduct negotiations, estab- 
lish relations, etc.: a fact-finding mission to the Carib- 
bean. 2. a permanent diplomatic establishment in an- 
other country: the Cuban mission to the UN. 3. a group 
of people sent by a church to carry on religious and 
other work in other countries. 4. a specific task that one 
is sent to perform: on a mission of mercy. 5. one’s cho- 
sen duty or task: His mission in life was to educate the il- 
literate. 6. a place providing charity, as food or shelter, 
for the poor: ran a smalt mission with a soup kitchen. 
See -MIs-. 

mis¢sionearey (mish/ə ner/é) /‘mifa,neriy/ n., ph -ar-ies, 
adj. —n. Also, mis-sion-er (mish’a nər) /'mifonor/. 
[count] 1. one sent by a church into an area to carry on 
religious Or humanitarian work: a missionary in Africa. 
—adj. (before a noun) 2. of or relating to religious 
missions. See -mis-. 

mis-sive (mis/iv) /‘misiv/ n. [count] a written message; 
letter. See -mis-. 

mis-spell (mis spel’) /mis'spel/ v. [~ + obj], -spelled or 
-spelt, -spell-ing. to spell incorrectly: misspetting simple 
words. —mis-spell/ing, n. (count): Many of his misspell- 
ings involved simple words. (noncount]: too much mis- 
Spelting. 

mis-spend (mis spend’) /mis'spend/ v. [~ + obj), 
-spent, -spend-ing. to spend wrongly or unwisely: mis- 
spent his inheritance. 

mis-state (mis stat’) /mis'stcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -stat-ed, 
-Stat-ing. to tell lies: misstated your true intentions. 
—mis-state’ment, n. [count] See -stat-. 

mis-step (mis step’) /mis'step/ n. [count] 1. a wrong 
step: One misstep and you'll falt down the mountain. 2. 
an error in conduct: sorne missteps during his interview. 
mist (mist) /mist/ n. 1. a mass of tiny drops of water, re- 
sembling fog: (noncount): driving through mist. (count): 
the mists of Avaton. 2. [count] a cloud of particles re- 
sembling this: a mist of perfurne. 3. (count) something 
that dims or blurs: a mist of tears. —v. 4. to (cause to) 
become misty: [no obj; ( ~ + up/over)) His eyes misted 
(over) when he told us about his dead son. (~ + obj): 
The humidity misted the car window. 5. (no obj; it + ~] 
to rain in very fine drops; drizzle: ft was misting, not 
quite raining. —mist/ieness, n. (noncount] —mist’y, 
adj., -iver, -ivest. 

mis-take (mi stak’) /mi'stcyk/ n., v., -took, -tak-en, 
-tak-ing. —n. [count] 1. an error in action or judgment 
caused by poor reasoning, carelessness, etc.: foo many 
mistakes in grammar. —v. 2. [~ + obj + for + obj] to 
identify wrongly as something or someone else: / mis- 
took her for the mayor. 3. [~ + obj] to understand or 
judge wrongly: f mist have mistaken the date. —Idiom. 
4. by mistake, accidentally: set off the alarm by mistake. 
mis-tak-en (mi stā/kən) /mi'stcykon/ adj. 1. wrongly 
thought or done: a mistaken notion. 2. being in error; 
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wrong: /f you think you'll get away with this, you are muis- 
taken. —mis-tak/en-ly, adv.: mistakenly assumed that 
you would be here. 

mis-ter (mis/tar) /‘mrstor/ u. 1. [Mister] This word is 
used as a title of respect before a man’s name or posi- 
tion, and is usually written as Mr.: Mr. Jones. “Mr. Mayor, 
what is your opinion?” they shouted. 2. [singular] This 
word is used as an informal term of address to a man: 
Watch out, nuster! 

mis-time (mis/'tim/) /,mis'taym/ v. [~ + obj], -timed, 
-tim-ing. to do or say at the wrong time: The pilot mis- 
timed his lauding. 

mis-tle-toe (mis’al to’) /'misal,tow/ n. [noncount}] a 
plant having yellowish flowers and white berries used in 
Christmas decorations: Hf you stand under mistletoe, any- 
one wishing to do so may kiss you. 

mis-treat (mis tret7) /mrs'triyt/ v. [~ + obj] to treat 
badly or harmfully: The dog's owner mistreats him terri- 
bly. —mis-treat/ment, n. {noncount): to suffer nustreat- 
merl. 

mistress (mis/tris) /'mistris/ n. [count] 1. a woman 
who has authority, esp. the female head of a household: 
The servant did whatever the mistress of the house or- 
dered. 2. a woman who has a continuing sexual relation- 
ship with a man not married to her: He had mistresses int 
several cities. 3. a woman who has control of something: 
the nustress of a great fortune. 4. [sometimes: Mistress] 
something thought of as feminine that has control: Great 
Britain, mistress of the seas. 5. Brit. a female school- 
teacher; schoolmistress. 

misetrisal (mis tri, mis’tril) /mus'trayl, ‘mistrayl/ r. 
[count] a trial forced to end without a decision, esp. be- 
cause of error in the proceedings: The judge declared a 
mistrial. 

mis-trust (mis trust”) /mis'trast/ n. [noncount] 1. lack of 
trust or confidence; distrust: eyes full of mistrust, —v. [7 
+ obj] 2. to look at or think about (someone) with suspi- 
cion; distrust: / mistrust anyone who uses art initial for 
his first name. —mis-trust/ful, adj.: staring with mis- 
trustful eyes. 

misunderstand (mis’un der stand’) /,misand- 
ər'stænd/ v. (not: be + ~ing]. -stood, -stand-ing. 1. to 
interpret incorrectly; attach a wrong meaning to: [~ + 
obj): The radar operators misunderstood tus orders. [:to 
obj): | think you nusunderstood; repeat the instructions. 
2. [~ + obj] to fail to understand the character, nature, 
etc., of (someone): He continually nusunderstands his 
children. 

mis-un-der-stand-ing (mis/un dər standing) /ımısand- 
ər'stændıg/ n. 1. a failure to understand: /noncounty. a 
source of mistrust and misunderstanding. [count]: a ma- 
jor misunderstanding during the peace talks. 2. [count] a 
disagreement or quarrel: Rad a misunderstanding but 
now we're friends agair. 

misuse (nm. mis yōös/; v. -yooz7) / m. mistyuws: v. 
-'yuwz/ n., v., -used, -useing. —r. 1. wrong or improper 
use: [noncount): The principal was dismissed for misuse 
of school funds. (couttt]): a misuse of the word “appropri- 
ately.” —v. [~ + obj] 2. to use incorrectly: to misuse a 
word. 3. to treat harmfully; mistreat: to misuse a friend. 
-mit-, root. -ntit- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “send.” It is related to -mis-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ADMIT, COMMIT, COMMITTEE, EMIT, 
INTERMITTENT, NONCOMMITTAL, OMIT, PERMIT, REMIT, REMIT- 
TANCE, SUBMIT, TRANSMIT. 

mite’ (mit) /mayt/ n. [count] a small, sometimes micro- 
scopic, creature, often living on other animals. 

mite? (mit) /mayt/ n. [count] 1. (usually singular; a + ~ 
+ Of] a very small amount: a mite of difficulty. 2. a coin 
of very small value. 3. a very small creature, person, or 
thing. —Idiom. 4. a mite, somewhat; a bit: could be a 
nute snappy and angry if he hadi't slept well. 

mister (mi/tor) /'maytor/ n. [count] the official headdress 
of a bishop, having an outline resembling a pointed arch 
in the front and back. Also, esp. Brit., mitre. 

mitigate (mit/i gat’) /‘mitt,geyt/ v. [~ + obj] -gat-ed, 
-gat-ing. to lessen in force or intensity; make less se- 
vere: fo mitigate the harsluress of a punislunernt. —mitet 
ga-tion (mit i ga’shan) /miti'geyfan/ n. [uortcoutt) 

mitt (mit) /mit/ u. [count] 1. a. a rounded, thickly pad- 
ded, mittenlike glove used by catchers in baseball. b. a 
similar glove used by first basemen. 2. Slang. a hand. 3. 
a mitten for a particular use: ant oven mitt. 4. a glove 
that leaves the lower ends of the fingers bare. 

mitten (mit7n) /'mitn/ n. [Count] 1. a hand covering 
that surrounds the four fingers together and the thumb 
separately. 2. mitt (def. 4). 
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mix (miks) /miks/ v. 1. to (cause to) become combined 
into one mass: [no obj}: a paint that mixes with water. [~ 
+ obj): You can mix this paint with water. 21 OM) 
to put together in a confused way: He mixed everything 
in a heap and tossed it into the washing machine. 3. [7 
+ obj] to combine or unite: fo mix business and pleas- 
ure. 4. [~ + obj] to form or make by combining ingredi- 
ents: to mix mortar; mixed some concrete and poured it 
into the frame. 5. [no obj] to enjoy the company of peo- 
ple: He stood alone and refused to mix with the other 
guests. 6. mix up, a. to confuse completely: [be + ~-ed 
+ up): He’s all mixed up and doesn't know which way to 
go. [~ + obj + up): He mixed me up by calling the 
meeting for today. [~ + up + obj): He mixed up a lot of 
people by changing the date. b. to mistake (one thing) 
for another: [~ + obj + up]: He's always mixing the two 
of us up. [~ + up + obj): He always mixes up the two of 
us. c. to rearrange the order of: [~ + up + obj]: She 
mixed up the cards and dealt them. [~ + obj + up]: She 
mixed them up and dealt themi out. —n. [count] 7. an 
act or instance of mixing; mixture: a mix of concrete. 8. 
a commercial preparation to which usually only a liquid 
must be added before cooking or baking: a cake mix. 
—Idiom. 9. mix it up, {no obj) Slang. a. to engage in a 
quarrel. b. to fight with the fists: eager to mix it up with 
the gang down the road. —mix/a-ble, adj. —mix/er, n. 
[court] See -misc-. 

mixed (mikst) /mrkst/ adj. [before a noun] 1. made up 
of things that are different but of the general type: ate 
some mixed nuts. 2. of or relating to persons of different 
religions or races: a mixed marriage. 3. including con- 
trasting, sometimes opposite elements or parts: mixed 
emotions about going abroad. 4. of or intended for peo- 
ple of different sexes: the mixed doubles tennis matches. 

mixed’ num/ber, n. [count] a number made up of a 
whole number and a fraction or decimal, as 4'% or 4.5. 

mixed/-up’, adj. confused or unstable: a mixed-up kid. 

mix-er (mik/sor) /'‘miksor/ nu. [count] an electrical ma- 
chine used for mixing things together. 

mix-ture (miks/char) /‘mikstfar/ n. [count] 1. a product 
of mixing: Pour the mixture into the mold. 2. any blend 
of different elements: a mixture of reggae and Classical 
music. 3. the act of mixing or the state of being mixed. 

mix-up (miks/up’) /‘mrks,ap/ n. [count] a state of confu- 
sion or disorder; a mistake: There must be a mix-up; we 
were told we didn't need reservations. 

ml, an abbreviation of: milliliter. 

Mile., an abbreviation of: Mademoiselle. 

mm, an abbreviation of: millimeter. 

MM., an abbreviation of: Messieurs. 

Mme., an abbreviation of: Madame. 

MN, an abbreviation of: Minnesota. 

-mne-, root. -mne- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “mind; remembering.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: AMNESIA, AMNESTY, MNEMONIC. 

mne-emoneic (ni monik) /nt'monrk/ adj. 1. assisting the 
memory: He used a mnemonic device—a song—to 
memorize the names of the chemical elements. —n. 
[count] 2. something intended to assist the memory, as a 
song or formula. 3. a symbol or other short form used 
as a computer code or function, as in programming. See 
-MNE-. 

MO, an abbreviation of: 1. method or mode of opera- 
tion. 2. Missouri. 

Mo., an abbreviation of: 1. Missouri. 2. Monday. 

mo., pl. mos. an abbreviation of: month. 

M.O., an abbreviation of: 1. method or mode of opera- 
tion. 2. modus operandi. 3. money order. 

m.o., an abbreviation of: 1. mail order. 2. modus ope- 
randi. 3. money order. 

moan (m6n) /mown/ n. [count] 1. a low, sad, or misera- 
ble sound expressing suffering or complaint: more 
moans about low pay. 2. any similar sound: the moan of 
the wind. —v. 3. [no obj] to utter moans: He moaned 
softly with pain. 4. [no obj) (of the wind, etc.) to make a 
sound like such moans: Outside the wind moaned and 
howled. 5. to complain; grumble: [mo obj): She's always 
moaning about some little pai. (7 + ( that) clause): He 
utoaned that his salary was too low. [used with quota- 
tions]: “I feel awful,” he moaned. 

moat (mot) /mowt/ n. [count] a deep, wide trench, usu- 
ally filled with water, esp. One surrounding a fortified 
place. 

mob (mob) /mnb/ n., adj., v, mobbed, mob-bing. —u. 
[count] 1. a disorderly crowd of people: angry mobs of 
protesters. 2. (singular; the + ~] the common people: 
rule by the mob. 3. Informal. a criminal gang involved in 
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organized crime: the most powerful mob in the area. 
—adj. {before a noun) 4 of or by the common people: 
degenerated into mob rile. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to crowd 
around noisily, as from curiosity or hostility: Faris 
mobbed the actor. 6. to attack in a riotous mob: The 
crowd mobbed the consulate. 7. to fill with people; 
crowd: The theater was nobbed with people trying to gel 
in. 

-mob-, root. -mmob- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “move.” It is related to -mMoT- and -mov-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: AUTOMOBILE, DEMOBI- 
LIZE, IMMOBILE, IMMOBILIZE, MOBILE, MOBILITY, MOBILIZE, SNOW- 
MOBILE. 

moebile (mō/bəl, -bēl) /'mowbal, -biyl/ adj. 1. capable of 
moving Or being moved easily or quickly: My grand- 
mother was stilt inobile when she was 99. 2. using a mo- 
tor vehicle for easy movement from place to place: a ino- 
bile x-ray unit. 3. changing easily in expression, mood, 
etc.: a mobile face. 4. permitting the moving from one 
social group, class, or level to another: The society was 
upwardly mobile. —n. [connt) 5. a sculpture or other 
hanging device, usually having delicately balanced parts 
that can move independently, as when stirred by a 
breeze. —mo-bileiety (mō bili tē) /mow'belitiy/ n. Inon- 
count) See -MOB-. 

mo/bile home/, n. [coun a large house trailer, de- 
signed for year-round living in one place. 

moebi-lize (mō/bə liz’) /'mowbə,layz/ v., -lized, -lizeing. 
1. to (cause to) assemble and get ready for action or war: 
[7 + obj): Would the president mobilize troops? [no 
obj): The whole country mobilized for war. 2. [~ + obj) 
to bring together for action or use: mobilized voter sup- 
port. —mo-bi-li-za-tion (mō’bə li zā/shən) /,;mowbo- 
h'zeyfon/ n. Cnonconunt): large-scale mobilization of 
troops. [count]: Mobilizations were scheduled one right 
after the other. —mo/bi-liz’er, n. (count). See -mos-. 

mob-ster (mob/star) /‘mobstor/ n. [count] a member of 
a criminal mob. 

moc:-caesin (moka sin, -zan) /‘mnkoasin, -zan/ n. [count] 
1. a shoe without a heel, made entirely of soft leather, as 
deerskin, worn originally by American Indians. 2. a hard- 
soled shoe or slipper resembling this. 3. coTTONMOUTH. 

mo-cha (mō/kə) /'mowko/ n. (noncount) 1. a variety of 
coffee, originally grown in Arabia. 2. a flavoring obtained 
by blending coffee with chocolate. 3. a brownish choco- 
late color. 

mock (mok) /mnk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make fun of; to 
treat with ridicule or contempt: They mocked him aud 
called him a coward. 2. to imitate or mimic: mocked the 
way his teacher spoke. —adj. [before a noun) 3. deliber- 
ately pretended, as for demonstration purposes: a mock 
exannuation, —mock/er, n. (count) —mock/ingsly, adv. 

mock-ersy (mok’a rē) /'mokoriy/ u., ph -er-ies. 1. 
{nonconnt] ridicule; contempt: a target of mockery. 2. 
[count] something done poorly or badly: The trial was a 
mockery of justice. —Idiom. 3. make a mockery of, 
[~ + obj] to make (something) seem foolish: The crini- 
nal imade a mockery of all the atternpts to grant hiin teni- 
ency, because he went right out and conunilted more 
crimes. 

mock:ingsbird (mok/ing bird’) /'‘mokin,bard/ n. [count] 
a New World songbird that uses the calls of other bird 
species, esp. one having gray, white, and black coloring. 

mock/-up’ or mock/up’, n. [count] a model, often 
full-size, for study, testing, or teaching: They strapped the 
pilot into a mock-up of the experimental aircraft. 

mod (mod) /mnd/ adj. 1. very modern in style, etc. 2. 
{sometimes: Mod] of or relating to a style of dress of the 
1960's, with miniskirts and bell-bottom trousers. —n. 
[count] 3. a person who is very modern in style, dress, 
etc. 

-mod-, root. -mod- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “manner; kind; medsured amount.” This mean- 
ing is found in such words aS: ACCOMMODATE, COMMODIOUS, 
IMMODERATE, IMMODEST, MODAL, MODE, MODEL, MODERN, MODI- 
CUM, MODULE, MOOD, OUTMODED, REMODEL. 

modeal (m6d/I) /‘mowdl/ adj. 1. of or relating to a mode 
or way of doing something. 2. A modat verb is used be- 
fore an auxiliary, or a main verb to indicate the speaker's 
attitude toward the action expressed by the main verb. 
Modal verbs in English are: CAN, COULD, MAY, MIGHT, MUST, 
OUGHT, SHALL, SHOULD, WiLL and woulo. Some characteris- 
tics of these verbs are: a. Modal verbs do not change in 
the present tense, third person singular form: / can run. 
He can run (He runs). b. Modal verbs are followed by the 
root form of the next verb: / can swim. She could have 
walked, He might be staying. c. Modal verbs come be- 
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fore the word noT in negative sentences: / wilt not see 
you today. She wort be hoine. d. Modal verbs come be- 
fore the subject in questions: Can I see you in your of- 
fice? Wilt you be home totnorrow? e. Modal verbs can 
Stand alone when another main verb is understood but 
has been left out: /'d like to talk with you now but I can't 
= cant talk with you now). liet be there, won't he? ( 
won't he be there?) f. Modal verbs express different atti- 
tudes toward the action of the main verb. Some of these 
feelings include: possibility: / might rain tomorrow; abil- 
ity: He could lift a hundred pounds; permission: May I go 
home now? Can she come in, please?; necessity: It must 
be here somewhere!l; suggestions: We could have pizza 
tonight, | guess. See each verb for more details. —n. 
(count) 3. a modal verb: For your homework, find all the 
tnodals on this page and underline thern. See -mop-. 

mode! (mōd) /mowd/ n. [count] 1. a manner of acting or 
doing; method: modes of transportation. 2. a particular 
type or form of something: /feat is a mode of notion. 3. 
a certain Condition or status, as for performing a task: a 
machine in the automatic mode. See -mMop-. 

mode? (mōd) /mowd/ n. [count] fashion or style in 
manners, dress, etc. 

mod-el (mod/l) /‘mndl/ n., adj., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a standard or exam- 
ple of something that can be used for imitation or com- 
parison: /te is a model of hard work. 2. a copy, usually in 
miniature, to show appearance of something: a model of 
a house. 3. a person or thing that serves as a subject for 
an artist, etc.: the modet for the art class. 4. a style of a 
particular product, as a car, machine, etc.: a new car 
model. 5. a simplified representation of a system or of 
some event or action, as in the sciences, proposed by 
scientists to explain or describe the event or action: a 
modet of the aniverse. —adj. [before a noun) 6. serving 
as an example or model: They went through the model 
home, 7. worthy to serve as a model; exemplary: a 
todel student. 8. being a miniature version of some- 
thing: model ships. —v. 9. [~ + obj) to make a model 
of: to model airplanes out of wood. 10. [~ + obj] to dis- 
play to other persons, esp. by wearing: :odeled expen- 
sive dresses. 11. [110 obj] to serve or be employed as a 
model: modeled for sorne big-naine cornpanies. 12. [~ 
+ obj + on + obj] to copy the qualities or character of 
another: The scientists rnodeled the robots on an old sci- 
ence fiction story. —mod/el-er; esp. Brit., mod/el-ler, n. 
[count] See -mop-. 

mo-dem (m6/dam, -dem) /'‘mowdam, -dem/ n. [connut] 
an electronic device that makes possible the transmis- 
sion of data to or from a computer through telephone 
lines. See -mMop-. 

mod-er-ate (adj., n. mod/ar it, mod/rit; v. -a rat’) / adj., 
n. 'modorit, 'modrit; v. -a,reyt/ adj., n., v., -ateed, -at- 
ing. —adj. 1. keeping within reasonable or proper limits: 
moderate prices. 2. of medium quantity, extent, or 
amount: a moderate income. 3. mediocre or fair: mod- 
erate talent. 4. of or relating to moderates, as in politics: 
the moderate wing of the party. —n. [count] 5. one who 
is moderate in opinion or who is opposed to extreme 
views, as in politics. —v. 6. to be at the head of or pre- 
side over (a public forum, etc.): [~ + obj]: He moderated 
the last town reeting. [no obj]: He's good at moderat- 
ing: he keeps things tnoving. 7. to (cause to) become 
less violent or extreme: [~ + obj]: moderated her criti- 
cistn Of the plan. (no obj): The stonn moderated. 
—mod/er-ate-ness, 1. [noncorit) 

mod-er-ate-ly (mod/ar it lē, mod/rit lē) /'modoritliy, 
‘modritliy/ adv. fairly; somewhat: :oderately happy with 
his new Car. 

mod-er-astion (mod/a ra’shan) /,modo'reyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 1. control, esp. over one’s behavior or emotions: 
Moderation in eating should keep your weight down. 2. 
reduction or reducing; lessening: The drug brought some 
moderation of the pain. —Idiom. 3. in moderation, 
within reasonable or sensible limits: Drinking in :nodera- 
lion wilt not affect his health. See -mop-. 

mod-ersa-tor (mod’a rā’tər) /'mndo,reytor/ n. [count] 
1. a person or thing that moderates. 2. a person in 
charge of a group event or meeting: As the moderator he 
decides who speaks and for how long. See -mMop-. 

mod-ern (mod/arn) /'mndarn/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
present and recent time; contemporary. 2. [before a 
noun] of or relating to certain styles of art, literature, etc., 
that reject older, traditional forms: modern art. 3. using 
the latest techniques or ideas: a modern city with effi- 
cient subways. —mo-'der nity (mo diir/ni tē) 
/mo'dsrmtiy/ n. lnonconnt]) mod/ern-ness, n. [non- 
count) See -mob-. 
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mod-ern-ism (mod/ar niz’am) /‘modor,nizom/ n. [non- 
count] 1. modern character, tendencies, or values; belief 
in or sympathy with what is modern. 2. (sometimes: 
Modernism) a movement in the arts and literature reject- 
ing the past. —mod/ern-ist, n. [count], adj. —mod/- 
ern-is/tic, adj.: modernistic sculpture. See -Moo-. 

mod-erneize (mod/ar niz’) /‘modor,nayz/ v., -ized, -iz- 
ing. to (cause to) become modern: [~ + obj]: Our com- 
petitors modernized their equiprnent. (no obj): H we 
hope to compete today we have to modernize. —mod:- 

ern-i-za-tion (mod/ar ni za/shen) /,modorni'zeyfon/ n. 
[noncount]) —mod/ern-iz/er, n. [count] See -moD-. 

mod-est (mod/ist) /‘modist/ adj. 1. having or showing a 
moderate opinion of one’s merits, importance, etc.; not 
boasting: She was very modest about the award. 2. free 
from obvious displays of showiness: a modest house in 
the country. 3. showing regard for the decencies of be- 
havior, dress, etc.: She was too modest to wear a reveal- 
ing swimsuit in public. 4. limited in amount, extent, etc.: 
a modest salary. —mod/est-ly, adv.: He answered 
modestly that a team effort had helped him win the 
award. 

mod-es-ty (mod/e ste) /'mnodastiy/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
quality or state of being modest: answered the questions 
with modesty. 2. the quality or state of being modest 
about sexual matters: Her modesty prevented her from 
talking about sex in any detail. See -mMoo-. 

modeiccum (mod/i kam) /‘modtkom/ n. (count; usually 
singular; a + ~] a moderate amount: displays a modi- 
cuin of good sense. See -MOD-. 

modeiefy (mod/ea fi’) /‘moda,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to change somewhat the form or qualities of; 
amend: to modify a contract. 2. (of a word, phrase, or 
clause) to describe, limit, or qualify (another word, 
phrase, or clause): /n the phrase a good cook, the word 
good modifies the word cook. —mod-irfi-ca-tion (mod/- 
a fi ka’shan) /,modofi'keyfon/ n. [noncount): to accept a 
contract without modification. (count): The modifications 
were completed in a week. —mod/i-fi/er, n. [count]: 
When the word model is used as a modifier, it goes be- 
fore the noun it modifies, as in a model home. See 
-MOD-. 

mod-ish (md/dish) /'mowdif/ adj. fashionable; stylish. 
—mod/ishely, adv. —mod/ish-ness, n. [noncount) See 
-MOD-. 

mod-uslar (moj’a lər) /'‘mod3oalar/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to a module. 2. made up of standardized units for easy 
construction or arrangement: a series of nodular boxes 
that fit into each other. 

mod-uelate (moj’a lat’) /'mod3a,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to regulate by a certain measure or 
amount 2. to alter (the voice) according to the situation, 
one’s listener, etc.: modulated his voice instantly when 
he realized that his boss was listening. —mod-uclastion 
(moj/a la/shan) /,mod3a'leyfan/ n. [noncount]) —mod/u- 
la’tor, n. (count) 

mod-ule (moj/ool) /‘mod3uwl/ n. [count] 1. a part that 
can be separated from the rest, frequently one that may 
be exchanged with or used in place of others: The kit 
contained modules that could be put together to form 
various toys. 2. any of the parts of a spacecraft that may 
stand alone or be used independently: The /unar module 
detached itself and headed toward the surface. See 
-MOD-. 

mo-dus op-e-ranedi (mō/dəs op’a ran/dé, -di), n. 
{count} /‘mow,das opo'randiy, -day/, n. {count} pl. mo» 
di operandi (m0/dé, -di) /‘mowdiy, -day/. method of 
working or operating: The burglars Nad a inodus ope- 
randi that led the detectives to them. See -Moo-. 

mo-gul (md/gal) /'‘mowgal/ n. [count] a bump or mound 
of hard snow on a ski slope. 

Mo-gul (mō/gəl, mō gui’) /‘mowgal, mow'gal/ n. [count] 
1. a Muslim ruler from a dynasty that dominated N India 
from the 16th to the early 18th centuries. 2. [sogul] a 
powerful or influential person: a mogut of the movie in- 
dustry. 

movhair (m6d/har’) /'‘mow,heor/ nu. [noncount) 1. the hair 
of an Angora goat. 2. a fabric made wholly or partly of 
yarn from this hair, used in clothing and upholstery. 

Mo-ham-med (m6o ham/id, -hä/mid, m6-) /mu'hemid, 
-'hamid, mow-/ 71, MUHAMMAD. 

Mo-ham-med-an (moo ham/i dn, md-) /mu'hamidn, 
mow-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Muhammad or Islam; Is- 
lamic; Muslim. — 1. [count] 2. a follower of Islam; Mus- 
lim. ~Mo-ham/med-an-ism, n. [noricount} 

moi-e-ty (moi/i tē) /‘moyitiy/ n. (count), pl. -ties. 1. a 
half. 2. a portion, part, or share of any size. 
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moieré (mwa ra’ mô-) /mwa'rey, mo-/ adj., n., pl. -rés. 
—adj. 1. (of silks) presenting a watery or wavelike ap- 
pearance. —n. 2. [count] a design pressed on silk, 
rayon, etc., by engraved rollers. 3. [noncount] a fabric of 
silk, rayon, etc., with a watery or wavelike appearance. 

moist (moist) /moyst/ adj., -er, -est. 1. slightly wet; 
damp: a moist rag. 2. (of the eyes) tearful: His eyes grew 
moist. —moist/ly, adv. —moist/ness, n. [noncount) 

mois-ten (moi’san) /'‘moyson/ v. to (cause to) become 
moist: [~ + obj]: moistened her lips before speaking. 
[no obj]: Her tips moistened. —moist/en-er, n. [count) 

moisture (mois/char) /‘moystfor/ n. [noncount) liquid, 
esp. water, that has turned into steam or a fine mist: a 
thin layer of moisture on his forehead. 

mois-tursize (mois’cha riz’) /'‘moystfo,rayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to add or restore moisture to: The 
suntan lotion is supposed to moisturize the skin. 
—mois/tur-iz’er, n. Lnoncount): Rub some moisturizer 
on the skin. (count): many moisturizers to Choose from. 
—mois/tur-iz/ing, adj. [before a noun): Rub some mois- 
turizing cream on the skin. 

mo-lar (m6/lar) /‘mowlar/ n. (count) Also called mo/lar 
tooth’. a tooth having a broad biting surface for grind- 
ing. 

mo-las-ses (ma las/iz) /ma'lesiz/ n. [noncount) a thick 
syrup produced during the refining of sugar. 

mold! (mdld) /mowld/ n. [count] 1. a hollow form for 
giving a particular shape to a liquid: pouring the concrete 
into a mold. 2. something formed in a mold: a mold of 
gelatin. 3. a special or distinctive nature, character, or 
type: a person of a simple mold. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
work into a required shape or form; shape: to mold a fig- 
ure in clay. 5. to shape or form in or on a mold: The car 
body is molded in Japan. 6. to produce by or as if by 
shaping material; form. 7. to have influence in forming, 
as of the character of someone or something: Farents 
mold their children more by example than by preaching. 
Also, esp. Brit., mould. —mold/a-ble, adj. —mold/er, n. 
[count] 

mold? (mōld) /mowld/ n. 1. [noncount] a growth of very 
small fungi on vegetable or animal matter. 2. any of the 
fungi that produce such a growth; mildew: [noncount): 
Mold grows rapidly in damp places. [count]: The molds 
grow rapidly in the dark. —v. 3. to (cause to) become 
overgrown with mold: [mo obj): The bread had molded. 
[~ + obj]: Mildew had molded the bread. Also, esp. Brit., 
mould. 

mold-er (mol/dar) /‘mowldar/ v. [no obj] to turn to dust 
by natural decay: The books were left moldering in the li- 
brary for decades before anyone discovered them. 

mold-ing (mdl/ding) /‘mowldin/ n. 1. [moncount] the act 
or process of shaping into a mold. 2. something molded, 
esp. a long, narrow ornamental strip, as of wood, for 
decoration on furniture and buildings: [noncount): strips 
of rotten molding. [count]: He cut and fitted the moldings 
over the doorway. 

moldy (modl/dé) /'‘mowldiy/ adj., -iver, -ikest. 1. over- 
grown or covered with mold. 2. musty, as from age: a 
moldy old attic. 3. Informal. old-fashioned; outmoded: 
moldy, boring professors. —mold/i-ness, n. Lnoncount] 
mole! (mol) /mowl/ n. [count] 1. a small, insect-eating 
mammal living chiefly underground. 2. a spy who be- 
comes part of and works from within the ranks of an en- 
emy intelligence agency. 

mole? (mol) /mowl/ n. [count] a small spot or blemish 
on the human skin, present from birth, usually of a dark 
color: a small mole on her cheek. 

mo-leceu-lar (ma lek/ya lar) /mo'lekyolor/ adj. (usually 
before a noun) of or relating to molecules. 

mol-e-cule (mol’a kydol’) /‘molo,kyuwl/ n. (count) 1. 
the smallest physical unit of an element or compound, 
made up of one or more similar atoms in an element 
and two or more different atoms in a compound. 2. any 
very small particle. 

mole-hill (mdl*hil’) /‘mowl,hil/ n. [count] a small ridge 
of earth raised up by a mole burrowing under the 
ground. 

mole-skin (mdl/skin’) /‘mowl skin/ n. 1. (noncount) the 
soft, deep gray fur of the mole. 2. [noncount) a strong, 
heavy cotton fabric with a suedelike finish. 3. moleskins, 
[plural] a garment, esp. trousers, of this fabric. 4. [non- 
count] an adhesive-backed material resembling felt, ap- 
plied to parts of the feet that are rubbed too much by 
shoes, etc. 

mo-lest (ma lest’) /ma'lest/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to bother or 
annoy: The bully always molested him when he watked 
horne froin school. 2. to make indecent sexual advances 
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to: molesting children in a day-care center. —mo-les-ta- 
tion (mo/le sta’shan, mol/’e-) /,;mowle'steyfon, ,mole-/ n. 
(noncount): child molestation. —mo-lest/er, n. (count): 
mandatory prison for child molesters. 

moll (mol) /mol/ n. [count] Slang. a gangster’s girlfriend. 

mol-lisfy (mol/a fi’) /‘mola,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to cause to calm down: The lollipop seemed to 
mollify the crying child. 2. to reduce: to mollify one’s de- 
mands. —mol-li-fi-ca-tion (mol’a fi ka’shan) 
/molofi'keyfon/ n. (roncount) 

mol-lusk or mollusc (mol/ask) /‘molask/ n. [count] an 
animal without a backbone, having a soft body enclosed 
by a shell: Mollusks include snails and octopuses. —mol- 
lus-kan, mol-lusecan (mə lus’kan) /ma'laskan/ adj., n. 
[count] 

molelyscod-dle (mol/é kod/l) /'moliy,kodi/ v., -dled, -dl- 
ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to spoil (someone) by treating 
him or her like a baby: They mollycoddle that boy. —n. 
[count] 2. one who is spoiled, pampered, or coddled. 

molt (mōlt) /mowlt/ v. 1. (of an animal) to cast off or 
shed skin, etc., in the process of growth: [no obj): The 
bird had molted and was growing new feathers. [~ + 
obj): The bird had molted its feathers. —n. [noncount) 2. 
an act or instance of molting. 3. something dropped in 
molting. Also, esp. Brit., moult. 

mol-ten (mdl’tn) /‘mowltn/ v. 1. a pp. of mett. —adj. 2. 
liquefied by heat: molten rocks pouring from the volcano. 
3. produced by melting and casting: a molten image. 

mo-lyb-edeenum (mə lib’da nam) /mo'libdanam/ n. 
(noncoun} a silver-white metal element, used with iron 
in making hard, high-speed cutting tools. 

mom (mom) /mom/ n. [count] informal. mother. 

moement (mo/mant) /mowmənt/ n. 1. [count] an indef- 
initely short period of time; instant: Moments later, the 
thief vanished. 2. (count) the particular time when some- 
thing happens: The moment he began speaking, boos 
and catcalls filled the room. 3. [noncount) importance or 
consequence: a decision of great moment. —Idiom. 4. 
at the moment, at the present moment: The boss is 
busy at the moment. 5. have one’s or its moments, to 
have a time or period of success, etc.: My job has its mo- 
ments, 

mo-men-tareiely (m6d/man tar’a lē, mō/mən ter-) 
/Mowmon'teoraliy, 'mowmon,ter-/ adv. 1. for a moment; 
briefly: Flames escaped from the capsule momentarily, 
then all was quiet. 2. at any moment; soon: She'll be 
here momentarily. 3. instantly. 

mo-menstarey (mō/mən ter/é) /‘mowmon,teriy/ adj. 1. 
lasting only a moment; very brief: a momentary lull in 
the fighting. 2. that might occur at any moment: mo- 
mentary annihilation. —mo/menstar/i-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

moemen-tous (mo men/tas) /mow'mentds/ adj. of great 
importance: The fall of Rome was a momentous event. 
—mo-men/tous-ly, adv. —mo-men/tous-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

moemen-tum (mō men/tam) /mow'mentom/ n. [non- 
count) 1. force or speed of movement; impetus, as of a 
physical object: The car gained momentum as it hurtled 
down the street. 2. force or speed, as of events: a career 
that had lost momentum. 

momema (mom/a) /‘momo/ n. (count), pl -mas. Infor- 
mal. MOTHER (defs. 1, 2). 

mom-my or mom-emie (mom/é) /mnmiy/ n. [court], 
pl. -mies. informal. MOTHER (defs. 1, 2). 

Mon., an abbreviation of: Monday. 

-mon-, root. -mon- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “warn.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ADMONISH, ADMONITION, MONITOR, MONITORY, MONSTER, 
MONSTROUS, MONUMENT, PREMONITION, SUMMON. 

monearch (mon/ark, -ark) /‘monork, -urk/ n. [count] a 
ruler, as a king, queen, or emperor; the sole ruler of a 
state or nation. —mo-nar-chic (ma nar/kik) /mo'narkik/ 
mo-nar/chi-cal, adj. See -ARCH-. 

monear-chism (mon/ar kiz’am) /‘monor,kizam/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the principles of monarchy. 2. the calling for or 
favoring of monarchical rule. —mon/ar-chist, n. [count], 
adj. —mon/ar-chist/ic, adj. See -ARCH-. 

monearechy (mon/ər kē) /monorkiy/ n., pl. -chies. 1. 
[count] a government or state in which the supreme 
power is held by a monarch: The three monarchies 
joined together to form one kingdom. 2. [noncount) the 
fact or state of being a monarchy: Some consider monar- 
chy to be the best form of government. See -ARCH-. 

moneas-terey (monə ster’é) /'‘mono,steriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ter-ies. 1. a place where a community of monks 
lives. 2. the community itself. 


moll to monitor 


mo-nasetic (ma nas/tik) /ma'nistik/ adj. Also, mo-nas/- 
tical. 1. of or relating to monks or monasteries: monas- 
tic vows. —n. [count] 2. a member of a monastic com- 


munity or order, esp. a monk. —moenas/ti-cism, n. 
(nonconnt 
mon-aurral (mon O6r/al) /mon'oral/ adj. MONOPHONIC: 


monaural records. 

Moneday (mun/da, -dé) /'mandey, -diy/ n. the second 
day of the week, following Sunday: [count]: a cold and 
gray Monday. [proper noun): Can we meet on Monday? 

Mon-e-gasque (mon/i gask’) /,moni'gaesk/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Monaco. —n. [count] 2. a person born or liv- 
ing in Monaco. 

mon-e-ta-rism (moni tə riz’am, mun/-) 
/monitartzom, 'man-/ n. [noncount]) an economic doc- 
trine holding that changes in the money supply deter- 
mine the direction of a nation’s economy. —mon/e-ta- 
rist, n. [count], adj. 

mon-e-tarsy (moni ter/ē, mun/-) /‘moni,teriy, 'man-/ 
adj. of or relating to the coinage or money supply of a 
country: monetary policy. —mon-e-tar-iely (moni tar/a- 
lē, mun/-) /,;mont'tearaliy, ,man-/ adv. 

mon-ey (mun/é) /‘maniy/ n., pl. mon-eys, mon-ies, adj. 
—n. [noncount) 1. the coins and bills issued by a country 
to buy something: He doesn't have a lot of money with 
him. 2. wealth: Money can’t buy love. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of or relating to money or finance: a money 
drawer. —Idiom. 4. for my money, according to my 
opinion: For my money, she'd make a perfect president. 
5. in the money, /nformal. financially successful: Once 
the deal was completed his company was Clearly in the 
money. 6. make money, to get money by earning it: 
makes good money as an accountant. 7. one’s money’s 
worth, a value equal to what one spends or has paid for 
something: We got our money's worth on that car. 8. 
(right) on the money, Informal. done expertly or with 
great accuracy: His weather forecasts are always right on 
the money. See MONIES. 

mon-ey-bag (mun/é bag’) /'maniy,bæg/ n. 1. [count] a 
bag for money. 2. moneybags, [count; singular; used 
with a singular verb] a very wealthy person: a real 
moneybags. 

moneyed (mun/éd) /'maniyd/ adj. 1. wealthy. 2. of or 
relating to the wealthy: te politician's moneyed interests. 

mon-eyyemak-er (mun/’é ma/kar) /'maniy,meykər/ n. 
(count) 1. one who is successful at making money. 2. 
something that provides a large profit. —mon/ey-mak/- 
ing, adj. (before a noun), n. (noncount) 

mon/ey or/der, n. [cont] an order for the payment of 
money, as one issued by one bank or post office and 
payable at another: sent him a money order. 

mon-ger (mundg/’gar, mong/-) /'mangar, 'mpp-/ n. 
(count; often used in combination with another word] 1. 
a person involved with something in a low or mean way: 
a gossipmonger (= someone involved in gossiping). 2. 
Chiefly Brit. a dealer in or trader of a product: fishmon- 
ger (= someone dealing in or trading fish). —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to sell. 

Mon- go-lisan (mong go“lé an) /mng'gowliyan/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to Mongolia. 2. of or relating to the languages 
spoken by many of the people in Mongolia. —n. 3. 
[count] a person born or living in Mongolia. 4. [non- 
count] one of the languages spoken by many of the peo- 
ple in Mongolia. 

mon-gol-ism (mong/ga 1liz’am) /'‘mnngoa,lizom/ n. [non- 
count) (sometimes: Mongolism] (no longer in technical 
use; sometimes considered offensive) DOWN'S SYNDROME. 

mon-gol-oid (mong’ga loid’) /'mnnga,loyd/ adj. (no 
longer in technical use; sometimes considered offensive) 
1. of, affected with, or characteristic of Down’s syndrome. 
—n. [count] 2. a person affected with Down's syndrome. 

mon-goose (mong’goos’, mon/-) 'mop,guws, 'mon-/ n. 
[count], pl. -goos-es. a slender meat-eating animal 
noted for its ability to kill cobras. 

mon-grel (mung/gral, mong/-) /'mangral, 'mop-/ n. 
[count] 1. an animal or plant, but esp. a dog, of mixed 
breed. —adj. [before a noun) 2. being a mongrel. 

mon-ied (mun/éd) /‘maniyd/ adj. MONEYED. 

monies (mun/éz) /'maniyz/ n. [plural money, esp. 
when thought of as a particular amount set aside for a 
certain purpose: tax-levy monies. 

mon-is-ker or moneickeer (mon/i kər) /'monikar/ n. 
[count] Slang. name; nickname: His teammates gave 
him the moniker “Smilin’ Jack.” 
mon-i-tor (moni tar), /'monitor/ n. [count] 1. a student 
appointed to assist a teacher. 2. a device for observing 
or recording the operation of a machine or system, esp. 


monitory to monstrosity 


an automatic control system: The monitors showed the 
patient's heartbeat to be above normal. 3. Radio and 
Television. a large television receiver used in a control 
room or studio for monitoring transmissions. 4. a com- 
ponent with a display screen for viewing computer data, 
etc.: The monitor wasn't hooked up correctly to the com- 
puter. 5. a large lizard of Africa, S Asia, the East Indies, 
and Australia. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to observe or detect (an 
operation) with instruments: to monitor the patients 
heartbeat. 7. to supervise or watch closely; keep track of: 
to monitor the progress of the committee carefully. See 
-MON-. 

mon-ietorry (moni tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /‘mont,toriy, -,towriy/ 
adj. providing or carrying a warning. See -MON-. 

monk (mungk) /mank/ n. [count] a man who is a mem- 
ber of a religious order, usually living in a monastery. 

monekey (mung/kē) /‘mankiy/ n., pl. -keys, v. —n. 
(count) 1. a primate having a tail. —v. 2. [~ + around] 
Informal. to play idly or foolishly: The boys were just 
monkeying around. 3. [~ + with/around with + obj) to 
tamper or meddle: Quit monkeying with the antenna. 

mon/key busi/ness, n. [noncount) 1. foolish, playful, 
or mischievous behavior: schoolboys up to some monkey 
business. 2. dishonest conduct; trickery. 

mon-keyeshines (mung’ké shinz’) /‘mankiy,faynz/ n. 
[plural] MONKEY BUSINESS (def. 1). 

mon/key wrench’, n. [count] 1. a wrench having a 
movable opening that can be adjusted for grasping nuts 
of different sizes. 2. something that interferes: That 
throws a monkey wrench into our plans. 

mono! (mon/6) /‘mnonow/ n. MONONUCLEOSIS: a bad Case 
of mono. 

mon-o? (mon/d) /'‘monow/ adj. MONOPHONIC: 
mono records were scratchy and worn. 

mono-, prefix. mono- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “one, single, lone.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: MONARCH, MONASTERY, MONOCHROME, MON- 
OCLE, MONOGAMY, MONOGRAM, MONOGRAPH, MONOLINGUAL, 
MONOLITH, MONOLOGUE, MONONUCLEOSIS, MONOPOLY, MONO- 
RAIL, MONOSYLLABLE, MONOTONOUS. 

mon-oechro-mateic (mon’a krō matik) /,monok- 
row'mwttk/ adj. 1. of or having one color. 2. of or relat- 
ing to light of one color or to radiation of a single wave- 
length. See -CHROM-. 

monochrome (mon/a krom’) /'mono,krowny n. 
[count] 1. a painting or drawing in different shades of a 
single color. —adj. 2. being or made in the shades of a 
single color: ołd monochrome TV screens. See -CHROM-. 
mon-oecle (mon/a kal) /'monokol/ n. [count] an eye- 
glass for one eye. —mon/o-cled, adj. See -ocuL-. 
moenoc-urlar (ma nok/ya lər) /mo'nokyolor/ adj. of or 
relating to only one eye: a monocular lens. See -OCUL-. 
mo-nog-asmy (ma nog’a mē) /ma'nogomiy/ n. [non- 
count) the having of only one spouse at a time. —mo-s 
nog/a-mous, adj. —mo-nog/a-moussly, adv. See -GAM-. 
mon-o-gram (mon/a gram’) /‘mond,grem/ n, v., 
-grammed, -gram-ming. —n. [count] 1. a design made 
up of combined alphabetic letters, commonly one’s ini- 
tials. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to decorate with a monogram: a 
Shirt that was monograrnmed. See -GRAM-. 
mon-o-graph (mon/oa graf’) /‘mono,gref/ n. [count] a 
learned piece of writing or detailed study, usually on a 
single topic or subject. See -GRAPH-. 

mon-o-linegual (mon/a ling’gwal) /,mono'lingwal/ adj. 
1. knowing or able to use only one language. 2. spoken 
or written in only one language. —n. [connt) 3. a mono- 
lingual person. See -LING-. 

mon-oelith (mona lith) /‘monali0/ n. [count] 1. a col- 
umn, etc., formed of a single block of stone. 2. some- 
thing having a large, unchanging quality or character: the 
monolith of the bureaucracy. —mon/o-lith/ic, adj. See 
-LITH. 

mon-orlogue or mon-o-log (mon/a_ lôg’, -log/) 
/'mono,log, -,Ing/ n. [count] 1. a dramatic piece spoken 
by a single performer. 2. a long speech by a single 
speaker. —mon-o-log-ist (mon/a lô/gist, -log/ist, mə- 
nol’a jist) /'mono,logrst, -logist, mo'nnlad3ist/ moneo: 
logu-ist (mon/a lô/gist, -log/ist) /‘mona,logist, -,logist/ n. 
[count] See -Loc-. 

mon-o-ma-nica (mona  ma/né ə, -man/ya) 
/,monoa'meyniya, -'meynyod/ n. [noncount) an overwhelm- 
ing interest or zeal in a single thing: The captain's inono- 
mania was authority. mon-o-manisac (mona mā- 
nē ak’) /mpnə'meyniy wk/ n. [count] 
mon-o-nu-cle-orsis (mona nōo/klē ö/sis, -ny50-) 
/mona,nuwkliy'owsis, -nyuw-/ n. [noncount] a disease 
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with a high, sudden fever and fatigue, that is easily trans- 
mitted to others. 

mon-osphon-ic (mon’a fonik) /;mono'fonrk/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun] of or naming a system of sound recording 
and reproduction using only a single channel. See 
-PHON-. 

moenop-o-lize (mə nop/ea liz’) /ma'nopa,layz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -lized, -liz-ing. 1. to have sole power over: A few 
large companies have monopolized the oil industry. 2. to 
take up or take over completely: to monopolize all of 
someone's time. 

mo-enop-o-ly (ma nop/a lē) /ma'nnpoliy/ n., pl. -lies. 1. 
the exclusive and complete control (as by a business) of 
a product, service, or invention that makes it possible to 
control prices: [noncount): the power of monopoly over 
the oil industry. (count): a virtual monopoly of machinery. 
2. [count] the exclusive possession or control of some- 
thing: He doesn’t have a monopoly on brain power. 3. 
[count] a company or group that has such control: He 
ran a monopoly in the shipping business. —mo-nop/o- 
list, n. (count) —mo-nop/orlis’tic, adj. —mo-nop-orli- 
zation (ma nop/a li zā/shən) /md,nopoli'zeyfan/ n. 
[noncount): the monopolization of his attentions. 

mon-osrrail (mon/s ral’) /‘monoa,reyl/ n. 1. [count] a sin- 
gle rail functioning as a track for wheeled vehicles, such 
as railroad cars, balanced upon or hanging from it. 2. a 
transportation system using such a rail: [count]: the fu- 
ture of the rnonorail. (noncount): by monorail. 

mon:o-so-dieum gluetasmate (mon/a sd6/dé am gldo7- 
tə mat’) /,mono'sowdiy'sm gluwta,meyt/ n. [noncount) a 
white, crystallike powder used to intensify the flavor of 
foods: allergic reactions to monosodium glutamate. Also 
called MSG. 

mon-orsyl-lasble (mon/e sil’/a bal) /“mona,stlabal/ n. 
[count] a word of one syllable: The words yes and no are 
monosyllables. —mon-o-syl-lab-ic (mona si lab/ik) 
/monost'lebik/ adj. 

mon-o-the-ism (mon/a thé iz/əm) /'monəðiy ızəm/ n. 
[noncount] the belief that there is only one God. 
—mon/o-the’ist, n. [count], adj. —mon-o-the-is-tic 
(monə thé is/tik) /;monoa@iy'istik/ adj. See -THEO-. 

mon-ortone (mons ton’) /'monos,town/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular) a sound of one unchanging tone or pitch: 
speaking in a boring monotone. See -TON-. 

mo-not-o-nous (mə not/n as) /mo'notnas/ adj. 1. lack- 
ing in variety: a boring, monotonous job. 2. said in one 
unchanging tone. —mo-not/o-nous-ly, adv. —mo-not?- 
O-nous-ness, Mo-not-oeny (ma not/n €) /mo'notniy/ n. 
(noncount): a life of monotony. See -TON-. 
mon-sei-gneur (môn se nyddor’) /m3se'nyur/ n. [proper 
noun; no article], pl. mes-seisegneurs (ma se nyddr’) 
/meyse'nyur/. a French title of honor for princes and 
bishops. 

mon-sieur (mo sy@/) /mo'syoe/ n. [proper noun; no ar- 
ticle; often: Monsieur], pl. mes-sieurs (me syœŒ/) 
/me'syoe/. the French title of respect and term of address 
for a man, corresponding to Mr. or sir. See -SENE-. 

mon-si-gnor (mon sé/nyar, mon/sé nydr/) 
/mon'siynyor, ,monsiy'nyor/ n., pl. mon-si-gnors, mon. 
siegno-ri (môn/’së nyôr/ē) /,monsiy'nyoriy/. 1. [proper 
noun; no article: Monsignor) a title for certain Roman 
Catholic priests: Wilt Monsignor Kelly please step for- 
ward? 2. [count] a person bearing this title: a monsignor 
from Rome. See -SENE-. 

mon-soon (mon soon’) /mnn'suwn/ n. [connt] 1. the 
seasonal wind of the Indian Ocean and S Asia, blowing 
from the SW in summer and from the NE in winter. 2. (in 
India and nearby lands) the season during which the SW 
monsoon blows, usually having heavy rains. 3. (loosely) a 
heavy rain or rainstorm. —mon-soon/al, adj. 

mon-ster (mon/ster) /'‘monstoar/ n. [count] 1. any animal 
or human that is different from a normal shape or char- 
acter; any creature ugly enough to frighten people: mon- 
sters of myth and legend. 2. one who causes horror by 
wickedness, cruelty, etc.: Those monsters slaughter inno- 
cent people! 3. any animal or thing huge in size. —adj. 
[before a noun] 4. huge; enormous; gigantic; monstrous: 
monster truck races. See -MON-. 

-monstr-, root. -monstr- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “show; display.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DEMONSTRATE, MONSTRANCE, MUSTER, REMON- 
STRATE. 

mon-strance (mon/strans) /‘monstrons/ n. [count] a 
special holder used in the Roman Catholic Church for the 
display of the Host. See -MONSTR-. 

monestros-iety (mon stros/i 


tē) /mon'strosttiy/ n. 


481 


[count], pl. -ties. something monstrous: That moustros- 
ity blocks our view of the river. See -MON-. 

monstrous (mon/stras) /'mpnstrəs/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to a monster: Beowulf fought the monstrous creature 
and managed to pult off its arm. 2. large; huge; gigantic: 
The huge ship cast a monstrous shadow. 3. horribly 
wicked or cruel: monstrous acts of murder. See -Mon-. 

Mont., an abbreviation of: Montana. 

mon-tage (mon tazh’) /mnn'ta3/ n. [count], pi. -tag-es 
(-ta/zhiz) /-'ta31z/. 1. the combining of images from dif- 
ferent sources into a single composition, as a picture, 
film, or piece of music: a montage of different camera 
Shots creating a dizzying cffect on the viewer. 2. any 
combination of widely differing elements forming a uni- 
fied whole. 

month (munth) /man0/ n. [count] 1. any of the 12 parts, 
as January or February, into which the calendar year is 
divided. 2. the time from any day of one calendar month 
to the corresponding day of the next, or a period of four 
weeks or 30 days. —JIdiom. 3. a month of Sundays, 
any long period of time: H's been a month of Sundays 
since you've called. 

month-ely (munth/lé) /'manOliy/ adj., n., pl -lies, adv. 
—adj. 1. of or relating to a month, or to each month: a 
monthly salary. 2. done, happening, appearing, etc., 
once a month: a monthly magazine. —n. [count] 3. a pe- 
riodical published once a month. —adv. 4. once a 
month. 

mon-usment (mon/ya meant) /‘mnnyomont/ n. (count) 1. 
something erected in memory of a person, event, etc., as 
a pillar or statue: The arch in St. Louis is a momument to 
the pioneers. 2. any building from a past age, thought of 
as having importance. 3. anything that has lasted a long 
time and is evidence of something noteworthy: The canal 
and hydroelectric plant remain a monument to human 
ingemuily. See -Mon-. 

mon-usmenetal (mon’ya men/’tl) /;monya'ment!/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to a monument. 2. exceptionally great, as 
in quality or degree: a monumental book. 3. of historical 
or lasting importance or significance: a momumental vic- 
tory. —mon/u-men/tal-ly, adv. See -mon-. 

moo (moo) /muw/ n., pi moos, v., mooed, moo-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. the deep, low sound a cow makes. —v. 
[no obj) 2. to make such a sound. 

mooch (mooch) /muwtf/ Slang. —v. 1. to borrow without 
intending to return or repay: [no obj]: always mooching 
off his friends. [~ + obj]: Stop mooching cigarettes and 
Just buy your own. 2. [no obj) to loiter or wander about: 
mooching around her old neighborhood. —n. [count] 3. 
Also, mooch/er. a person who mooches. 

mood’ (mécd) /muwd/ n. [count] 1. a person's emotional 
state at a particular time: What kind of mood is she in 
now? 2. a feeling or emotion held by a large number of 
people at a time: the country’s distrustful mood. 3. a 
state of sullenness or bad temper: Hess in one of his 
moods again. See -MOD-. 

mood? (mddd) /muwd/ n. [count] a category or set of 
categories of a verb that indicate the attitude of the 
speaker toward what is being said, as in expressing a 
fact, a question, a possibility, a wish, or a command, and 
indicated by some change in the form of the verb, or by 
the use of modal verbs: The indicative mood is used in 
Statements (‘He wasn't there.”), the imperative mood in 
commands (“Be there!), and the subjunctive mood in 
certain kinds of wishes (‘If only he were here!). See 
-MOD-. 

mood-y (md6/dé) /‘muwdiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. (of a 
person) Changing one’s moods: She's very moody: one 
minute she’s happy, the next mimite, sad. 2. unhappy; 
gloomy or sullen; depressed: moody since he lost his 
job. 3. expressing such a mood: a moody silence. 
—mood-i-ly (mocd/l €) /'muwdliy/ adv.: answered 
moodily that she didnt care one way or the other. 
—mood/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

moon (moon) /muwn/ n. [count] 1. (singular; the + ~ 
the earth's natural satellite. 2. a natural satellite that 
goes around any planet: the moons of Jupiter. —v. [no 
obj) 3. to act or wander dreamily or without energy: He's 
been mooning about her all day. —Idiom. 4. blue 
moon, a very long time: Once in a blue moon such a 
chance comes along. 

moon-beam (modon/bén’) /'muwn,biym/ n. [count] a 
ray Of moonlight. 

moonslight (moon/lit’) /‘muwn,layt/ n. [noncount] 1. 
the light of the moon: dancing in the moonlight. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. occurring by moonlight, or at night: a 
moonlight swim. —v. [no obj) 3. to work at an additional 
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job after one’s regular employment, as at night: As a fire- 
fighter he was not supposed to moonlight. —moon/- 
lighter, n. (count): As a moonlighter he wasn't getting 
enough sleep. —moonelit (moon/lit’) /‘muwn,lit/ adj. 

moon-scape (moon/skap’) /'muwn,skeyp/ n. [count] 1. 
the general appearance of the surface of the moon. 2. 
an artistic representation of this. 

moon:shine (moon/shin’) /'muwn,fayn/_ n. [noncount) 
1. /nformal. smuggled or illegally produced liquor. 2. 
empty or foolish talk; nonsense. 

moon-shot or moon shot (modn/shot’) /'muwn,fot/ n. 
[count] the launching of a rocket or spacecraft to the 
moon. 

moon-struck (moon/struk’) /'muwn,strak/ also moon» 
strick-en (moon/strik/oen) /‘muwn,strikon/ adj. 1. men- 
tally unbalanced, supposedly by the influence of the 
moon. 2. dreamily romantic: moonstrick after meeting 
the movie Star. 

moor’ (mõór) /mor/ n. [count] an area of open waste- 
land, often overgrown with grass and heath. 

moor? (moor) /mor/ v. 1. to hold and attach (a ship, etc.) 
in a particular place, as by ropes or anchors: [~ + obj): 
The crew moored the ship to the dock. [no obj): We 
moored next to the dock. 2. [~ + obj] to attach firmly; 
secure. 

moor-ing (mdor/ing) /'morin/ n. [count] 1. Usually, 
moorings. [plural the means by which a ship, boat, or 
aircraft is moored: Ships were torn from their moorings. 
2. moorings, [p/iral] a place where a ship, boat, or air- 
craft may be moored: The safest moorings were on the 
mainiand. 3. Usually, moorings. a source of stability or 
security: Would he lose his moorings if he began to 
doubt his religion? 

moose (moos) /muws/ n. [count], pi. moose. a large, 
long-headed deer of the Northern Hemisphere, the male 
of which has enormous, flat antlers. 

moot (moot) /muwt/ adj. 1. that may be discussed and 
debated. 2. of little or no practical value or meaning; in- 
teresting only from the point of view of theory: a moot 
question; a moot point. 

mop (mop) /mnp/ n., v., mopped, mop-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a device consisting of absorbent material, as a 
sponge, fastened to a handle and used esp. for washing 
floors. 2. a thick mass of hair. —v. 3. to wipe with or as 
if with a mop: [~ + obj): mopped his brow with a hand- 
kerchief. [~ + up + obj): They mopped up the water. [~ 
+ Obj + up): They mopped the water up. [~ (+ up)]: 
You vacuum while | mop (up). 4 mop up, a. to clear (an 
area, etc.) of remaining enemy soldiers following a vic- 
tory: [~ + up + obj): Their squad mopped up the area. 
[no Obj): Their squad was ordered to mop up. b. (~ + 
up + obj) to complete, as by finishing the remaining de- 
tails Of a task: mopped up the rest of her business and 
went on a vacation. 

mope (mop) /mowp/ v., moped, mop-ing, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to be sunk in dejection; brood: moping and feel- 
ing sorry for herself. —n. [count] 2. a person who 
mopes. —mop/er, n. [count] —mop/ey, mop’y, adj. -ie 
er, -icest. —mop/ish, adj., 

mo-ped (m6/ped’) /'mow,ped/ n. [count] a motorized 
bicycle with pedals, designed for low-speed operation. 
See -PeD-!, 

mop-pet (mop/it) /“mnpit/ n. [count] a young child. 

-mor-, root. -mor- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “custom; proper.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: AMORAL, DEMORALIZE, IMMORAL, MORAL, MO- 
RALE, MORALITY, MORES. 

moreal (mér/al, mor’-) /'moral, 'mor-/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) of or relating to the principles of right conduct, or 
with the distinction between right and wrong; ethical: 
Abortion is a difficnit morat choice. 2. agreeing with ac- 
cepted principles of conduct; upright: A moral man 
wouldn't threaten a child. 3. (before a noun) based on 
principles of right conduct, rather than on law, custom, 
etc.: He has a moral obligation to care for his own flesh 
and blood. 4. virtuous in sexual matters; chaste: He was 
too morał to cheat on his wife. 5. [before a noun) of or 
relating to the mind, feetings, etc., but not anything phys- 
ical or material: We could not send troops; all we could 
give was moral support. 6. [before a noun) based on 
strong probability; virtual: a mora? certainty. —n. (count) 
7. the lesson contained in a fable, etc.: The moral of the 
Story was to do what you can today, and not to put it off 
until tomorrow. 8. morals, [plural] principles, standards, 
or habits with respect to right or wrong conduct: He acts 
without morals. See -mor-. 

mo-rale (mə ral’) /ma'rel/ n. [noncount) emotional or 
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mental condition with respect to cheerfulness, confi- 
dence, etc., esp. in the face of opposition, etc.: The mo- 
rale of the troops was ligh. See -MOR-. 

mor-aleist (môr/ə list, mor/-) /‘moralist, ‘mopr-/ n. 
[count] 1. one who practices or teaches morality. 2. a 
person concerned with regulating the morals of others, 
as by censorship. —mor/al-is’tic, adj. See -MOR-. 

mo-ral-iety (mə rali tē, md-) /mə'rælıtiy, mo-/ n., pl. 

-ties for 3. 1. [noncount] agreement with the rules of 
conduct; moral conduct: the decline of morality on TV 
shows. 2. [noncount] moral quality or character: ques- 
tioning his morality. 3. [coumt] a system of ethical 
principles. See -MOR-. 

mor-al-ize (môr/ə liz’, mor/-) /'morə,layz, 'mor-/ v. [no 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to express opinions about matters of 
right and wrong, esp. in a tiresome way or when intoler- 
ant of other’s views: moralizing about what TV shows our 
children should watch. See -MOR-. 

mor-alely (mor/a lē, mor/-) /‘moraliy, ‘mor-/ adv. 1. with 
regard to principles of right conduct: fs it morally justifia- 
ble to participate in a sport in which the aim is to injure 
another? 2. correctly, properly, or virtuously: thought he 
had acted morally but his doubts remained. See -Mor-. 

morass (mə ras’) /mo'ræs/ n. [count] 1. a marsh or 
bog. 2. something confusing or troublesome or from 
which it is difficult to free oneself: a morass of details. 

mor-artorritum (mor/a tor7e əm, -tōr/-, mor’-) 
/moro'toriyom, -'towr-, ,mor-/ n. [count], pl. -torriva 
(-tor’é ə, -tdr/-) /-‘toriya, -‘towr-/ -toerieums. a stopping, 
usually temporary, of some activity: a moratorium on 
rent increases. 

Morray (mora, mōr/ā; mô ra’, mō-) /'morey, 'Mowrey; 
mo'rey, mow-/ n. [count], pl. -rays. a tropical eel. Also 
called mo/ray eel’. 

mor-bid (môr/bid) /‘morbid/ adj. suggesting an un- 
healthy mental state because of too much gloominess, 
gruesomeness, etc.: a morbid interest in horror movies. 
—mor-bid-i-ty, mor/bid-ness, (môr  Dbid/i tē) 
/mor'biditiy/ n. (noncount] —mor/bidely, adv. 

mor-dant (môr/dnt) /‘mordnt/ adj. sharply critical or 
sarcastic; biting; cutting: :mordant wit. —mor/dant-ly, 
adv. 

more (môr, m6r) /mor, mowr/ adj., comparative of much 
or many with most as superiative. 1. in greater quantity, 
amount, or number: / need more money. She had more 
coins than | did. 2. additional or further: Do you need 
more time? —n. (noncount]) 3. an additional quantity, 
amount, or number: Would you like more? 4. a greater 
quantity, amount, or degree: The price is more than | 
thought. Their report is more than just a survey. —pron. 
5. [used with a plural verb] a greater number of persons 
or of a specified class: More have been injured than ever. 
—adv., compar. of much with most as superl. 6. [often 
used before adjectives and adverbs, and regularly before 
those of more than two syllables] in or to a greater ex- 
tent or degree: Things have become more interesting. 
The car moved more slowly. 7. in addition; further; 
again: Let's talk more tomorrow. —Idiom. 8. more 
and more, to an increasing extent or degree: / love you 
more and more every day. 9. more or less, to some €x- 
tent; somewhat: We came to more or less the same con- 
clusion. 10. what is more, (used to introduce informa- 
tion that supports the truth of what has been said): This 
airline is terrible: the planes are always late and what is 
more, they're hot and uncomfortable. 
more-o-ver (mor O6/var, mor-, môr/ō’vər, moOr/-) 
mor'owvar, mowr-, 'mor,owvor, 'mowr-/ adv. in addition 
to what has been said; further; besides: Were late and, 
moreover, we're lost. 
mo-res (mor/az, -€z, mōr/-) /'moreyz, -iyz, ‘mowr-/ n. 
[plural] customs held to be of central importance and 
accepted without question: Violations of social mores are 
becoming inore frequent. See -MOR-. 
morgue (môrg) /morg/ n. [count] 1. a place in which 
dead bodies are kept until they have been identified or 
disposed of. 2. a reference file of old clippings, etc., esp. 
in a newspaper office. See -mort-. 
mor-isbund (mor’a bund’, mor/-) /'‘mora,band, 'mor-/ 
adj. 1. near death. 2. not progressing; near the end of 
usefulness: The move to restrict the number of terms a 
Congressperson could serve was moribund. See -MORT-. 
Moremon (mor/mon) ‘mormoan/ n. [count] 1. a member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mor/- 
mon Church’), founded in the U.S. in 1830 by Joseph 
Smith. —adj. 2. of or relating to the Mormons or their 
beliefs. —Mor’/mon-ism, n. (roncourit] 
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morn (mom) /morn/ n. (noncount] morning: in the 
morn. 

morn-ing (môr/ning) /‘morntn/ n. 1. the first period of 
the day, usually from dawn, but sometimes considered 
from midnight, up to noon: [noncount] On Monday 
morning we arrived at work. [count]: On Monday morn- 
ings she usually comes to work late. 2. [count] the early 
period of anything; beginning: the morning of life. —adj. 
[before a noun) 3. of or in the morning: a morning call to 
be awakened at 5 a.m. 

morn/ing glo’ry or morn/ing-glo/’ry, n. [count] a 
twining plant having funnel-shaped flowers of various 
colors, often opening only in the morning. 

morning sick/ness, n. [noncount]) nausea occurring 
esp. in the early part of the day during the first months of 
pregnancy. 

morn/ing star’, n. [count] a bright planet, esp. Venus, 
seen in the E immediately before sunrise. 

Mo-roc-can (ma rok/an) /moa'roksn/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to Morocco. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in 
Morocco. 

mo-ron (m6r/on, mor/-) /‘moron, 'mowr-/ n. (count) 1. a 
person who is stupid or lacking in good judgment: Put 
that Knife down, you moron! 2. a person of borderline 
intelligence in a former Classification of mental retarda- 
tion, having an intelligence quotient of 50 to 69. 

mo-ron-ic (mə ron/ik) /mo'rontk/ adj. stupid or lacking 
in judgment: a moronic thing to do. —morron/i-calely, 
adv. 

mo-rose (mə ros’) /ma'rows/ adj. 1. angrily gloomy, of- 
ten in a quiet way: a morose and grouchy mood. 2. char- 
acterized by or expressing gloom: a morose silence. 
—mo-rose/ly, adv.: He looked at us morosely. —mo- 
rose/ness, 77. [noncount] 

-morph-, root. -morph- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “form; shape.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: AMORPHOUS, ANTHROPOMORPHISM, METAMOR- 
PHOSIS, MORPHEME, MORPHINE. 

mor-pheme (m6r/feém) /'morfiym/ n. [count] a basic 
grammatical unit of a language that makes up a word or 
meaningful part of a word that cannot be divided into 
smaller meaningful parts, as the, write, the -s of books, 
or the -ed of waited. See -MORPH-. 

mor-phine (môr/fēn) /‘morfiyn/ also mor-phiea (môr/- 
fē ə) /'morfiya/ n. [(roncount) a drug made from opium 
and used chiefly in medicine as a pain reliever. See 
-MORPH-. 

mor-phol-o-gy (môr fol/a jé) /mor'folod3iy/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the branch of biology that deals with the form 
and structure of organisms. 2. the study of how words 
are formed in a particular language, as plurals, past 
tenses, possessives, compounds, etc., in English. —mor- 
pho-log-i-cal (mOr/fe loj/i kal) /;morfo'lnd3tkol/ adj. See 
-MORPH-. 

mor-row (m0r/6, mor/ō) /‘morow, 'mnrow/ n. (count; 
usually singular; usually: the + ~) Literary. the next day; 
tomorrow. 

Morse’ code’ (mors) /mors/ n. [noncount] either of two 
systems of clicks and spaces, short and long sounds, or 
flashes of light, used to represent letters, numerals, etc. 
Also called Morse’ al/phabet. 

morsel (mor/sal) /'‘morsal/ n. [count] a small piece or 
amount of anything, esp. food; scrap; bit: to eat a few 
morsels. 

-mort-, root. -mort- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “death.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: AMORTIZE, IMMORTAL, IMMORTALITY, IMMORTALIZE, MORGUE, 
MORTAL, MORTALITY, MORTGAGE. 

moretal (mor/tl) /‘mortl/ adj. 1. that will suffer death: 
mortal creatures. 2. of or relating to human beings who 
must die someday: this mortal life. 3. [before a nour) 
never giving up or surrendering; relentless: a mortal en- 
emy. 4. severe; extreme: in mortal danger. 5. causing ot 
liable to cause death; fatal: a mortal wound. 6. (before a 
noun] to the death: mortal combat. 7. involving spiritual 
death: a mortal sin. —n. [count] 8. a human being: /n 
this story earth mortals must face immortal aliens from 
outer space. —mor/talely, adv.: He fell, mortally 
wounded. See -MORT-. 

moretaleiety (mor tali tē) /mor'talitiy/ n. [poncount) 1. 
the state or condition of being mortal: views his mortality 
without fear. 2. the frequency of deaths in a certain pop- 
ulation; death rate: a study of infant mortality in poor 
countries. See -MORT-. 

mor-etar' (mor/tar) /‘mortar/ n. [count] 1. a bowl-shaped 
container in which substances can be pounded or ground 
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with a pestle. 2. a very short cannon for throwing shells 
at high angles: shelts from the enemy mortars. 
moretar? (mor/tar) /‘mortar/ n. [rioncount) 1. a mixture 
of lime or cement with sand and water, used to hold 
Stones, etc., together. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to plaster or fix 
with mortar. 

mor-tar-board (m6r/tar bord’, -bdrd’) /'mortar,bord, 
-,bowrd/ n. [count] 1. a board, usually square, used by 
masons to hold mortar. 2. a close-fitting cap with a 
square, flat top and a tassel, worn at formal academic 
ceremonies by graduates or faculty. 

mort-gage (môr/gij) /‘morgid3/ n., v., -gaged, -gag-ine. 
=n. [coumt] 1. an amount of money loaned to buy a 
house: a mortgage of over $200,000. 2. an agreement 
to give up property if one is unable to pay back the 
money loaned. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to place (property) un- 
der an agreement: had to mortgage their house to pay 
the bill. 4. to pledge; risk (something) for future gain: to 
mortgage the company’s future. —mort/ga-gor, mort/- 
gag-er, n. [count] See -MORT-. 

mort-ga-gee (môr’gə jé’) /;morga'd3iy/ n. [count], pl. 
“gees. a person to whom property is mortgaged. See 
-MORT-. 

mor-ti-cian (môr tish’an) /mor'tifan/ n. [count] one 
who conducts the preparation of a dead person's body 
for burial and directs funeral services. See -MORT-. 
mor-ti-fy (mOr/ta fi’) /'morta,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. to humiliate (someone), as by an injury to self- 
respect: He was mortified when he forgot his speect. 
—mor-ti-fi-ca-tion (mOr/ta fi ka’shan) /,mortofi'keyfon/ 
n. (noncount) See -mort-. 

mor-tise or mor-tice (mér/tis) /‘mortis/ n., v., -tised, 
-tiseing. —7. [count] 1. a notch or slot made in a piece 
of wood or the like, esp. in a wall near a door to attach a 
lock. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to cut or form a mortise in. 

mor-tuearey (mO6r/choo er/é) /'mortfuw,eriy/ n. [count], 
pl. -arsies. a building or business where the bodies of 
the dead are prepared for burial or cremation and for 
viewing, and where services are often held. 

mos., an abbreviation of: months. 

mo-saric (mō zā/ik) /mow'zeyik/ n. 1. [count] a picture 
made of small colored pieces of stone, etc., fitted to- 
gether in a flat surface: a hand-made mosaic. 2. [non- 
count] the process of producing such a decoration. 3. 
[count] something resembling a mosaic, esp. in being 
made up of many distinct, different elements: The city 
has become a cultural mosaic. —adj. [before a noun) 4. 
of or relating to a mosaic or mosaic work: a mosaic tile. 
5. made up of a combination of diverse elements. 

mo-sey (m0/zé) /‘mowziy/ v. [no obj], -seyed, -sey-ing. 
(nformal. to wander without hurrying; stroll; saunter. 

Mos-lem (moz/lam, mos/-) /‘mnzlam, 'mns-/ adj., n., pl. 
-lems, -lem. Must. 

mosque (mosk, mosk) /mnsk, mosk/ n. [count] a Muslim 
place of public worship. 

mos-quieto (ma ské/td) /ma'skiytow/ n. [count], pl. 
-toes, -tos. a two-winged insect, the female of which 
sucks the blood of animals and humans: Some mosqui- 
toes transmit diseases such as malaria and yellow fever. 

moss (môs, mos) /mas, mns/ n. [noncount) a tiny, leafy- 
stemmed plant that grows in a thick mass on moist 
ground, tree trunks, rocks, etc. —moss/y, adj., -i-er, 
-irest. 

most (most) /mowst/ adj., superlative of much or many 
with more as coniparative. [before a noun) 1. [the + ~] 
in the greatest number, amount, or degree: [before a 
plural noun): He received the most votes. [before a non- 
count noun): She has the most talent. 2. [before a pturat 
noun) in the majority of instances; more than half: Most 
operations are successful. —n. [noncount] 3. [the + 7 
the greatest quantity, amount, or degree: The most I can 
hope for is a passing grade. 4. [~ + of] the greatest 
number or greater part of what is specified: Most of his 
writing is rubbish. 5. (the + ~) the greatest number: The 
most this room will seat is 150. 6. the majority of per- 
sons: to be happier than most. 7. the most, Slang. the 
very best of something: thought her boyfriend was the 
most. —adv., superl. of much with more as compar. 8. 
[often used before adjectives and adverbs, and regularly 
before those of more than two syllables] in or to the 
greatest extent or degree: most rapid; the most popular 
kid in the class; She behaved most wisely; He worked 
most carefully. 9. very: This murder is a most puzzling 
case. 10. tnfonnal. almost or nearly: Most everyone 
around here shops at this place. —-Idiom. 11. at (the) 
most, at the maximum: Jog for one hour at (the) most. 
12. for the most part, on the whole; generally; usually: 
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For the most part we walked, but occasionally we biked. 
13. make the most of, [~ + obj] to use to greatest ad- 
vantage: Make the most of your opportunities. 

most-ly (most/lé) /‘mowstliy/ adv. for the most part; in 
the main; chiefly; generally; customarily: The guests are 
mostly friends of the bride. The train is mostty on time. 

-mot-, root. -mot- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “move.” It is related to -mov-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: AUTOMOBILE, AUTOMOTIVE, COMMO- 
TION, DEMOTE, DEMOTION, EMOTE, EMOTION, LOCOMOTIVE, MOTEL, 
MOTIF, MOTION, MOTIVATE, MOTIVE, MOTOCROSS, MOTOR, PRO- 
MOTE, PROMOTION, REMOTE. 

mo-tel (mō tel”) /mow'tel/ n. [count] a hotel designed 
for motorists. See -MOT-. 

moth (moth, moth) /m90, mn0/ n. [count], pt. moths 
(môthz, mothz, moths, moths). an insect that resembles 
a butterfly and is active mostly at night: Mottis are at- 
tracted to light. 

moth-ball. (m6th’bd6l’, moth’-) /'mə0,bəl, 'mn0-/ n. 
[count] 1. a small, strong-smelling ball of naphthalene 
for placing in storage areas to repel moths. 2. in moth- 
balls, in a state of storage; no longer used: The fleet was 
in mothballs. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put into storage; make 
(something) no longer active: agreed to mothbatt their 
most dangerous missiles. 

moth-er (muth/ar) /'madar/ n. [count] 1. a female par- 
ent: His mother died when he was young. 2. [often: 
Mother; no article} one’s own mother. 3. a woman 
looked upon as a mother, or who exercises authority like 
that of a mother. 4. something that gives rise to some- 
thing else: Necessity is the mother of invention. 5. the 
mother of, the greatest, most powerful, most outstand- 
ing example of (something mentioned next): the mother 
of all wars. —adj. [before a non) 6. being a mother: a 
mother bird. 7. relating to or characteristic of a mother: 
mother love. 8. derived from or as if from one’s mother: 
native: his mother culture. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to care for 
or protect like a mother: She mothered her children 
wisely. —moth/er-less, adj. 

moth-er-hood (muth’ar hood) /'madorhuwd/ n. [non- 
count) the state of being a mother: the joys of mother- 
hood. 

moth/er-in-law’, n. [count], pl. mothers-in-law. the 
mother of one’s husband or the mother of one’s wife. 

moth-er-land (muth’ar land’) /'mador,lend/ n. [comt 
usually: the/ones + ~] 1. one’s native land. 2. the land 
of one’s ancestors: great respect for the mottierland. 

moth-er-ly (muth/ar lē) /'madarliy/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to a mother: motherty care. —adv. 2. in the manner of a 
mother. —moth/er-lieness, n. [noncount] 

moth/er-of-pear!/, n. [noncoimt] 1. a hard, shiny sub- 
stance that forms the inner layer of certain shells, used 
for making buttons, beads, etc. —adj. [before a noun] 2. 
made of or resembling mother-of-pearl. 

moc-tif (mō tēf) /mow'tiyf/ n. [count] a subject, theme, 
etc., that repeats in a literary, artistic, or musical work: a 
flower motif in the wattpaper pattern. See -mot-. 

mostile (mot/l, md/til) /‘mowtl, 'mowtil/ adj. Biology. 
moving or capable of moving by itself: motite cells or 
motile spores. —moctil-iety (mō tili tē) /mow'tilitiy/ n. 
[noncount] See -Mot-. 

mo-tion (md/shan) /'mowfən/ n. 1. [nonconnt) the ac- 
tion or process of moving; movement: the effects of en- 
ergy on motion. 2. [noncount] power of movement, as of 
a living body: Most plants are incapable of motion. 3. 
{count} the manner of moving the body while walking; 
gait: watked with a curious, swaying motion. 4. [comt] a 
bodily movement or change of posture; gesture: He 
made motions to indicate eating. 5. [count] a formal 
proposal, esp. one made to a group deciding an issue: 
Her motion was defeated. 6. in motion, in active opera- 
tion; moving: We cant stop now, the procedures are at- 
ready in motion. —v. 7. to make a motion or gesture, as 
with the hand: [no obj): At last thie king motioned to us. 
[~ + obj]: He motioned his approval. [~ + obj + to + 
verb): He motioned us to come forward. See -mMot-. 

mo-tion-less (mō/shən las) /'mowfənləs/ adj. showing 
or having no motion; without motion: a motiontess 
statue. —mo/tion-less-ly, adv. —mo/tion-less-ness, n. 
(noncount) See -Mot-. 

mo/tion pic/ture, n. [count] 1. a story, incident, or 
message presented in film. 2. motion pictures, [pluran 
movie (def. 3). 

mo/tion sick/ness, n. [nonconnt) nausea resulting 
from the effect of motion, as during car or plane travel. 

motivate (m0/to vat’) /‘mowta,veyt/ v., -vat-ed, -vat- 
ing. to provide (someone) with a motive or motives; im- 


motivation to mousetrap 


pel: [~ + obj]: A good teacher will motivate his or her 
students. [~ + obj + to + verb]: The death of his wife 
and children motivated him to seek revenge. —mo/ti- 
va/tor, n. [count] See -mMoT-. 

mo-ti-va-tion (mō/tə va’shan) /,mowto'veyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an act or instance of motivating: A good teacher 
will provide motivations for his or her students. 2. [non- 
count] the state or condition of being motivated; desire: 
Motivation was a key to their success. —mo/ti-va/- 
tion-al, adj. See -moT-. 

mo-tive (mod/tiv) /‘mowtiv/ n. [count] 1. something that 
causes a person to act in a certain way; incentive: What 
could possibly be the motive for such a crime? —adj. 2. 
of or relating to motion: motive forces at work. See 
-MOT-. 

mot-ley (mot/lé) /‘motliy/ adj. 1. showing greatly differ- 
ent elements or parts that make up the whole; heteroge- 
neous: a motley crowd of spectators. 2. being of different 
colors combined. 

mo-to-cross (m0/td krôs/, -kros’) /'mowtow,kros, 
-,kros/ r. [count] a motorcycle race over a course Of very 
rough terrain. See -MOT-. 

mo-tor (m0/tar) /‘mowtor/ n. [count] 1. a small engine, 
esp. an internal-combustion engine in an automobile, 
etc.: The motor won't start. 2. a machine that changes 
electrical energy into mechanical energy: a little electric 
motor that burns out if it is overloaded. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of or relating to a motor. 4. of, by, or for motor 
vehicles or for motorists: a motor inn. 5. of or relating to 
muscular movement: a motor response. —v. 6. to ride in 
an automobile; drive: [no obj]: They motored quietly into 
town. [~ + obj]: She motored them to the train station. 
See -MOT-. 

mo-tor-bike (m6/ter bik’) /‘mowtor,bayk/ n., v., -biked, 
-bik-ing. —n. [count] 1. a small, lightweight motorcycle. 
2. a bicycle propelled by an attached motor. —v. [no 
obj] 3. to drive or ride a motorbike. 

mo-tor-boat (md/tar bol’) /‘mowtar,bowt/ n. [count] 1. 
a boat powered by a motor. —v. [no obj] 2. to travel in 
or operate a motorboat. 

mo-tor-cade (m0/tar kad’) /‘mowtoar,keyd/ r. [count] a 
parade of automobiles: the president's motorcade. 

mo-tor-car (m0/tar kar’) /‘mowtor,kar/ n. AUTOMOBILE. 

mo-tor-cy-cle (mō/tər si’kal) /‘mowtor,saykol/ n., v., 
-cled, -cling. —n. (count) 1. a motor vehicle similar to a 
bicycle but usually larger and heavier. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
ride on a motorcycle. —mo/tor-cy/clist, 1. [count] See 
-CYCLE-. 

mo/tor home’, n. [count] a vehicle with living quarters, 
used for camping or taking long trips. 

mo-toreist (mō/tər ist) /’mowtorrst/ n. [count] one who 
drives or travels in a privately owned automobile. 

mo-tor-ize (mō/tə riz’) /‘mowto,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz:ing. 1. to furnish with a motor. 2. to supply 
(soldiers) with motor vehicles: a motorized division. 
—mo-tor-ieza-tion (md/tar i zā/shən) /,;mowtori'zeyfon/ 
n. (noncount) 

mo-tor-man (m6/tar man) /‘mowtorman/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. one who drives an electrically operated vehicle, as 
a subway train: The motorman was responsible for the 
crash. 

mo/tor scoot/er, 1. scooter (def. 2). 

mo/tor ve/hicle, n. [count] an automobile, truck, bus, 
or similar motor-driven vehicle: Interstate highways are 
reserved for motor vehicles only. 

mot-tled (mot/Id) /‘motld/ adj. marked with blotches of 
different colors: The foreman’s face was mottled with an- 
ger. 

mot-to (mot/d) /'‘mptow/ n. [count], pl. -toes, -tos. 1. a 
word, phrase, or sentence adopted as an expression of 
one’s guiding principle: “Preparedness, that’s my motto,” 
she declared. 2. a sentence, phrase, or word expressing 
the spirit or purpose of an organization or group, often 
on a banner, etc.: te state motto “Excelsior,” meaning 
“ever upward.” 

moue (m6o) /muw/ n. [court], pi. moues (modo) /muw/. a 
pouting expression on the face, indicating pain, disgust, 
etc. 

mould (mdld) /mowld/ s., v. Chiefly Brit. moLD. 

moult (mõlt) /mowlt/ v., n. Chiefly Brit. MOLT. 

mound (mound) /mawnd/ n. [count] 1. an elevation of 
earth: Native Americans raised special burial mounds in 
sonthern Illinois. 2. a heap or raised mass: two mounds 
of mashed potatoes. 3. the slightly raised ground from 
which a baseball pitcher delivers the ball. 

mount’ (mount) /mawnt/ v. 1. to go up; climb; ascend: 
[~ + obj: She mounted the Stairs. [no obj): I ap- 
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proached the stairs and mounted carefully. 2. to get up 
on (a platform, a horse, etc.): [~ + obj]: He mounted the 
stage and strode to the podium. (no obj): mounted 
smoothly and galloped off. 3. [~ + obj] to set (a person) 
on horseback: She mounted her daughter on the horse 
next to hers. 4. [~ + obj] to set or place at a higher po- 
sition: The Greeks mounted their wooden horse on a 
platform. 5. [~ + obj] to organize and launch (an attack, 
etc.): A search was mounted the next day. 6. [~ + obj] 
to put (a sentry) on guard: to mount a 24-hour watch. 7. 
[~ + obj] to fix on or in a frame, etc.: to mount a photo- 
graph on cardboard. 8. [~ + obj] to provide (a play, 
etc.) with scenery, costumes, etc., for production: The 
school managed to mount quite a performance for their 
end-of-year play. 9. {~ + obj] (of an animal) to climb 
upon (another animal) for sexual relations. 10. [~ (+ 1p) 
] to increase in amount or intensity: The tension 
mounted (up) as the two old enemies began their de- 
bate. —n. [count] 11. an animal, or sometimes a vehicle, 
as a bicycle, used for riding: an easy-going mount for a 
child to ride. 12. a support, backing, etc., on or in which 
something is mounted. —mount/a-ble, adj. 
—mount/er, n. (count) 
mount? (mount) /mawnt/ n. a mountain: [count]: to 
climb a monnt. (often: Mount; no article; part of the 
name of a mountain): climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. 
mountain (moun/tn) /‘mawntn/ n. [count] 1. a natural 
high piece of land rising more or less quickly to a high 
point: We climbed up the mountain for several days. See 
illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. a large mass or heap; pile: a 
mountain of papers on my desk. 3. a huge amount: a 
mountain of work to do. —adj. [before a noun] 4. of or 
relating to mountains: The mountain people are fiercely 
independent. —Idiom. 5. make a mountain out of a 
molehill, to make a minor difficulty seem much worse 
than it really is: /t’s only a small bruise; don't make a 
mountain out of a molehill. 
moun-tain-eer (moun/’tn @r/) /;mawntn'tor/ n. [count] 
1. someone who lives in a mountainous area. 2. a 
climber of mountains, esp. for sport. —v. [no obj] 3. to 
climb mountains: They enjoy mountaineering. 
moun/tain li’on, 77. COUGAR. 
mounsetain-ous (moun/tn as) /'‘mawntnos/ adj. 1. (of a 
region) having many mountains: We'll never be able to 
land in that mountainous region. 2. [before a noun) re- 
sembling a mountain, as being very large: mountainous 
difficulties. 
moun-tain-top (moun/tn top’) /‘mawntn,top/ n. [count] 
the top of a mountain. 
moun-te-bank (moun/ta bangk’) /‘mawnto,benk/ n. 
[count] a person who tries to fool or deceive people. 
mount-ed (moun/tid) /‘mawntid/ adj. [before a noun) 
riding on horses or motorcycles: mounted police. 
mount-ing (moun/ting) /‘mawntrip/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the 
act of a person or thing that mounts. 2. [count] a mount, 
support, or setting: a mounting of black stone. 
mourn (môrn, mGrn) /morn, mowrn/ v. 1. to feel or ex- 
press grief (for): [no obj]: He still mourns for the old 
days. [~ + obj]: mourned her lost youth. 2. to grieve or 
express sadness over the death of (someone): [no obj): 
She still mourns for her son. [~ + obj]: We barely had 
time to mourn our dead. —mourn/er, n. (count) 
mourn-ful (m6rn/fal, morn/-) /‘mornfol, 'mowrn-/ adj. 
1. feeling or expressing grief: mournful visitors to the fu- 
neral home. 2. gloomy, sad, or dreary, as in appearance 
or sound: the mournful sound of the foghorn. —mourn/- 
fully, adv. —mourn/ful-ness, n. (roncount]) 
mourning (morning, mMGr/-) /‘mornin, 'mowr-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the act of a person who mourns; sorrowing: a 
time for mourning. 2. the conventional signs of sorrow 
for a person's death, esp. the wearing of black, etc.: The 
whole country is still in mourning over her death. 
mouse (7n. mous; v. mouz) / n. maws; v. mawz/ n., pl. 
mice (mis) /mays/ v., moused, mous-ing. —n. [connt] 1. 
a small rodent having a long, thin tail. 2. a quiet, timid 
person: “Are you a man or a mouse?” she yelled. 3. a 
palni-sized device equipped with one or more buttons, 
used to point at and select items on a computer display 
screen and to control the movement of the cursor: He 
used the mouse to move the cursor. —v. [no obj) 4. to 
prowl about, as if in search of something: mousing 
around. 5. to hunt for or catch mice. 
mouse-trap (mous/trap’) /‘maws,triep/ n., v., -trapped, 
-trap-ping. —n. [count] 1. a trap for mice, esp. a 
wooden one with a metal spring. 2. a device or trick for 
trapping someone. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to trap, trick, or 
catch, esp. unexpectedly or cleverly. 
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mousse (mods) /muws/ n., v, moussed, mouss:ing. 
—n. 1. a sweetened dessert usually made with gelatin 
and whipped cream or beaten egg whites and chilled in a 
mold: [noncount]: some delicious chocolate mousse. 
[count]: a mousse of chocolate and vanilla. 2. [non- 
count) a foamy preparation used to set or style the hair. 
—v. [7 + obj] 3. to set or style (the hair) with mousse. 

mous-tache (mus/tash, ma stash’) /‘mastaf, mo'staf/ 
1. MUSTACHE. 

mous-y or mous-ey (mou/sé, -zé) /'mawsiy, -ziy/ adj., 
-ier, -iest. 1. resembling a mouse, as in being drab 
and colorless or meek and timid: mousy brown hair; a 
mousy little worker. 2. infested with mice. —mous/i- 
ness, n. (noricount) 

mouth (n. mouth; v. mouth) / n. maw@; v. mawd/ n., pl. 
mouths (mouthz), v. —n. 1. [count] the opening through 
which a person or animal takes in food: The baby closed 
his mouth and wouldn't eat. 2. [count] a person or ani- 
mal who depends on someone for food or shelter: an- 
other mouth to feed. 3. [connt] the opening in the face 
thought of as the source of speaking: Secrets carne tum- 
bling out of his month. 4. [nonconnt] talk, esp. loud, 
empty, or boastful talk, or disrespectful talk or language: 
l wont take any more mouth from you! 5. [count] an 
opening leading out of or into a hole or a hollow thing: 
the mouth of the jar. 6. [count] the lower end of a river 
or stream, where flowing water is discharged: at the 
mouth of the river. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to say (something) 
without believing or understanding: momthed the usunal 
emply promises for reform. 8. to form (a word, etc.) si- 
lently in one’s mouth: [~ + obj]: He mouthed a few 
words at me, but | couldn't figure them out. [used with 
quotations): She mouthed “} can’t’ at me from across the 
room. 9. mouth off, [no obj] Slang. a. to talk disre- 
spectfully to someone; sass. b. to express one’s opinions 
forcefully or without holding oneself back: He's always 
mouthing off at our meetings. —Idiom. 10. down in 
or at the mouth, greatly saddened; dejected: /n the last 
week of summer vacation she looked down in the mouth. 

mouth-ful (mouth/fool’) /‘maw8,ful/ n. [count], pl. -fuls. 
1. the amount a mouth can hold; the amount taken into 
the mouth at one time: She explained the plan between 
mouthfuls of dessert. 2. (singular; a + ~] a spoken re- 
mark of great truth, relevance, etc.: You just said a 
mouthful. 3. (singular; a + ~) a long word or phrase, 
esp. one hard to pronounce: Her Polish nane is quite a 
mouthful for her American teacher. 

mouth’ or’gan, 1. HARMONICA. 

mouth-piece (mouth’pés/) /'‘maw0,piys/ n. [count] 1. a 
piece placed at or forming the mouth, as of a telephone, 
etc. 2. a piece or part, as of a musical instrument, ap- 
plied to or held in the mouth. 3. a person, newspaper, 
etc., that expresses the opinions of others: That newspa- 
per is a mouthpiece of the union. 4. Slang. a lawyer, esp. 
a Criminal lawyer. 

mouth-wash (mouth/wésh/, -wosh/) /‘maw0@,wof, -,wof/ 
n. a liquid solution for cleaning or refreshing the mouth: 
[noncount]: He brushed his teeth and used monthwash. 
[count]: a new mouthwash on the market. 

mouth/-wa/tering, adj. very appetizing in appearance, 
aroma, or description: a mouth-watering dish. 

-Mmov-, root. -mov- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “move.” It is related to -mot-. This meaning is 
found in such words as: IMMOVABLE, MOVABLE, MOVE, MOVE- 
MENT, REMOVABLE, REMOVAL, REMOVE. 

mov-ea-ble or movera-ble (mōō/’və bal) /'muwvəbəl/ 
adj. 1. capable of being moved: The doll’s arins, legs, 
hands, and head were movable. 2. changing from one 
date to another in different years: Easter is a movable 
feast. —n. [count] 3. an article of furniture that is not 
fixed in place. See -mov-. 

move (modv) /muwv/ v., moved, moveing, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) pass from one position to another; to change 
one’s place: [no obj): She fell down and didn't move. [~ 
+ obj): Can you move some books off your desk? 2. to 
(cause to) change the place where one lives or does 
business; relocate: [no obj]: She moved to Illinois. [~ + 
obj): The company moved him to Dallas. 3. to (cause to) 
progress: [no obj]: Work on the project is moving well. 
[~ + obj]: The coach really moved his team ahead. 4. 
[no obj] to have a regular motion, as a part of a ma- 
chine: The clock doesnt move. 5. to sell or be sold: [no 
obj}: Sales show that the new minivans are moving well. 
[~ + obj]: The car dealer had to move all of last year’s 
models. 6. [no obj] to start off or leave: / think we'd belt- 
ter be moving. 7. to transfer a piece in a game, as chess: 
[no obj): Whenever she moved, she always captured one 
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of my pieces. [~ + obj]: He moved the piece Slowly for- 
ward and said, “Checkmate.” 8. (of the bowels) to (cause 
to) discharge the feces: [no obj): His bowels wouldn't 
move untess he took a laxative. [~ + obj): He couldn't 
move his bowels without taking a laxative. 9. [no obf] to 
be active in a particular area: She moves in the best cir- 
cles of society. 10. [~ + obj + to + verb] to cause 
(someone) to do some action: Curiosity moved me to 
open the box. 11. to affect (someone) with tender emo- 
tion or feeling; to arouse or touch: [~ + obj]: | was 
moved by your troubles, so I decided to help you. [~ + 
obj + to + obj): Her words moved me to anger. 12. to 
propose (a motion, etc.) formally, as to a court or judge: 
[7 + ( that) clause]: | move (that) we all get big raises. 
[no obj): He moved for adjournment. [~ + obj): The 
Proposal was moved and seconded. 13. move along, to 
move from one place to another: [no obj): The police 
urged the crowd to move along. [~ + obj + along): The 
police moved the demonstrators along. 14. move in, 
[no Obj] a. to begin to occupy a place, esp. by bringing 
in one’s possessions: You can move in any time after 
September Ist. b. to move toward, often in preparation 
for an attack: The troops quickly moved in opposite the 
deinonstrators. 15. move in on, [~ + in + on + obj) to 
make threatening and aggressive movements or actions 
toward: If the giant computer companies move in on our 
market, we'll be in big trouble. 16. move off, [no obj] to 
move away from; to depart: The enemy troops moved off 
when the fighter planes came. 17. move on, a. [ar OH 
+ obj] to attack as a military target. b. [no obj] to begin 
action on something new: Weve debated this for hours; 
it's time to move on. c. to leave a position or place: [no 
obj): He moved on to another job. [~ + obj + on): The 
police moved the demonstrators on. 18. move over, 
[no obj) to shift to a nearby place, as to make room for 
another: Could you please move over; I need to reach 
my seat. 19. move up, to (cause to) advance to a higher 
level: [no Obj): She moved up quickly in the company. [~ 
+ obj + up): His father moved him up quickly through 
the ranks. —n. [count] 20. an act or instance of moving; 
movement: stood still and didn’t make a move. 21. a 
change of location or residence: to make a move to Los 
Angeles, 22. an action toward an objective or goal; step: 
He made several moves to take over the company. 23. 
(in chess, etc.) a player's right or turn to make a play: H's 
your inove. —Idiom. 24. get a move on, [no obj] In- 
formal. to hasten to act; hurry up: Get a move on or we'll 
be late! 25. move heaven and earth, to do everything 
in one’s power to bring something about. 26. on the 
move, a. busy; active. b. going from place to place: We 
were always on the move in those days because Mom 
was transferred so often. c. advancing; progressing: 
young executives on the move. See -mMov-. 
move-ment (mõöv/mənt) /‘muwvmont/ n. 1. the act or 
result of moving: [noncount): In the last stages of the 
disease, movement is painful. {count}: nervous 
movements of his hands and arms. 2. Usually, 
movements. [plural] actions or activities, as of a person, 
or a change of position or location, as of troops or ships. 
3. [rloncount] a great number of events or incidents: 
rapid progress of events. 4. the direction, course, or 
trend of affairs in a field: [(noncount): movement in edu- 
cation toward more computer use. [count]: a movement 
away from established traditions. 5. [count] a series of 
actions directed toward a particular end: a gradual move- 
ment toward greater equality. 6. [count] a loosely organ- 
ized group favoring a common goal: the women’s move- 
ment. 7. the price change in the market of some product 
or security: [noncount): little movernent in stocks. 
[count]: slight movements in the Tokyo market. 8. 
[count] BOWEL MOVEMENT. 9. [count] the working parts of 
a mechanism, as of a watch: The watch has a Swiss 
movement. 10. [count] Music. a principal division or sec- 
tion of a sonata, symphony, or the like. See -mov-. 
mov-er (moo/var) /‘muwvor/ n. [count] 1. one that 
moves. 2. Often, movers. [plirral] a person or company 
that moves household effects, etc. 3. movers and 
shakers, influential people, as in business: Will the 
movers and shakers go along with this plan? 
moveie (mdd/ve) /'muwviy/ n. [count] 1. MOTION PICTURE: 
They stayed up to watch a late-night movie. 2. Usually, 
the movies. [plural] a motion-picture theater: We went 
to the movies last night. 3. the movies, [plural] the 
business of making motion pictures; the motion-picture 
industry: a producer who made his fortune in the movies. 
See -Mov-. 
moveing (mdd/ving) /‘muwvin/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
capable of or having motion: A moving body tends to 
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stay in motion. 2. [before a noun) involving a motor ve- 
hicle in motion: /f you receive another moving violation, 
you'll lose your license. 3. causing or stirring strong 
emotions or feelings: a moving, powerful performance. 
—mov/ing-ly, adv.: She spoke movingly about the ref- 
ugees. See -MOv-. 

mow (mō) /mow/ v., mowed, mowed or mown (mon) 
/mown/ mow-ing. 1. to cut down (grass, etc.), esp. with a 
machine: [~ + obj]: He earned money mowing lawns. 
[no obj]: She was out mowing all morning. 2. mow 
down, a. to destroy or kill in great numbers, as in a bat- 
tle: [~ + obj + down): mowed them down with the ma- 
chine gun. [~ + down + obj): mowed down the advanc- 
ing troops. b. to overwhelm or defeat: [~ + down + 
obj): The pitcher mowed down one batter after another. 
[~ + obj + down): The pitcher mowed them down. 
—mow/er, ri. [count 

Mo-zam-bi-can (mō/zəm bē/kən) /,mowzam'biykon/ n. 
[count] 1. a person born or living in Mozambique. —adj. 
2. of or relating to Mozambique. e 

moz-za-relela (mot/’sa rel/la, modt/-) /,motsa'rells, 
mowt-/ n. [noncount] a mild, white, semisoft Italian 
cheese. 

MP, an abbreviation of: 1. Member of Parliament. 2. Mil- 
itary Police. 

mp or m.p., an abbreviation of: melting point. 

mpg or m.p.g., an abbreviation of: miles per gallon. 

mph or m.p.h., an abbreviation of: miles per hour. 

Mr. (mis/tar) /‘mistar/ pl. Messrs. (mes/arz) /'‘mesorz/. 1. 
mister; a title of respect used before a man’s name, or 
sometimes before a position: Mr. Jones is here. Mr. Pres- 
ident, what are your views on the situation? 2. (used be- 
fore an imagined name to express the opinion that the 
man so named possesses a particular quality, character- 
istic, identity, etc.): She's waiting for Mr. Right. 

Mrs. (mis/iz, miz/iz) /'‘misiz, 'miziz/ pl. Mmes. (ma- 
dam’, -dam/) /mey'dam, -'dem/. 1. a title of respect 
used before the name of a married woman: Mrs. Jones. 
2. (used before an imagined name to express the opin- 
ion that the woman so named possesses a particular 
quality, characteristic, identity, etc.): Mrs. Punctuality is 
right on time, as usual. 

MS, an abbreviation of: 1. Mississippi. 2. multiple sclero- 
sis. 

Ms. (miz) /miz/ pl. Mses. (miz/az) /'mızəz/. 1. a title of 
respect used before a woman’s name: “Come in, Miss 
Jones.” “It’s Ms. Jones,” she corrected. 2. (used before 
an imagined name to express the opinion that the 
woman so named possesses a particular quality, charac- 
teristic, identity, etc.): / see that Ms. Perfect got 100% on 
the test again. —Usage. Unlike Miss or Mrs., Ms. does 
not depend upon or indicate marital status. 

MS., pi. MSS. an abbreviation of: manuscript. 

ms., pl. mss. an abbreviation of: manuscript. 

M.S., Master of Science. 

MSG, an abbreviation of: monosodium glutamate. 

MST or M.S.T., an abbreviation of: Mountain Standard 
Time. 

MT, an abbreviation of: 1. Montana. 2. Mountain Time. 

Mt. or mt., an abbreviation of: 1. mount. 2. mountain. 

mtg., an abbreviation of: 1. meeting. 2. Also, mtge. 
mortgage. 

much (much) /matf/ adj., more (môr, mGr) /mor, mowr/ 
most (most) /mowst/ n., pron., adv., more, most. —adj. 
1. [before a noricount noun) great in amount, measure, 
or degree: much wasted effort. —n. [noucourt}, pron. 2. 
a great quantity, measure, or degree: not much to do; He 
owed much of his success to his family. 3. a great, im- 
portant, or notable thing or matter: He isn't much to look 
at. 4. an amount or degree of something: How much 
does it cost? —adv. 5. to a great extent or degree: fo talk 
too much. 6. nearly, approximately, or about: That book 
is much like the others. 7. much as, a. almost to the 
same degree as: Babies need love, mucli as they need 
food. b. (used to express a contrast between one clause 
and another) even though; although: Much as he wants 
to go to Iceland, he won't. —Idiom. 8. 1 thought as 
much, (used to express the speaker's belief that what 
precedes was expected): “The police haven't found your 
stolen car yet.” --“I thought as much; it will probably 
never turn up.” 9. make much of, [+ obj] to treat or 
consider (something) as being important: Her opporient 
tried to make niuch of the fact that she had tried mari- 
juana as a college student. 10. not much of a, not a 
very good example of (something): We didn't have mnch 
of a holiday: rain, cold weather, ard flu. 11. so much 
for, (used to express the speaker's belief that the next 
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thing mentioned is finished, or has no chance of being 
successful): Look at this traffic jam; so much for arriving 
on time! 

muck (muk) /mak/ n. [noncount] 1. animal waste matter 
used as fertilizer; manure. 2. mud, filth, dirt, or slime. 3. 
insulting remarks to hurt the reputation of another: stir- 
ring up muck about his political opponent. —v. os = ar 
up + obj) Informal. to make ditty; soil: He had mucked 
up his clothes in the barnyard. 5. muck about or 
around, [no obj) Informal. to waste time: He was muck- 
ing about the house all summer. 6. muck up, /nformal. 
to make a mess of; fail badly at; bungle: [~ + up + 
obj): He had mucked up the whole report. [~ ETOD F 
up): He must have mucked it all up. —muck’y, adj.. 
-iver, -i-est. 

muck-rake (muk/rak’) /'‘mak,reyk/ v. [no obj], -raked, 
-rakeing. to search for and bring to public knowledge 
wrongdoing, corruption, etc., whether real or imagined, 
esp. in politics. —muck/rak/er, n. [count] 

mu-cous (mydd/’kas) /'‘myuwkos/ adj. [before a noun] 1. 
of or resembling mucus. 2. containing or releasing mu- 
cus: a mucous membrane. 

mu-cus (mydd/kas) /‘myuwkas/ n. [noncount] a watery, 
slippery substance produced in the body and that serves 
to protect and lubricate certain surfaces: mucus in his 
nose. 

mud (mud) /mad/ n. [noncount) 1. wet, soft dirt: He 
slipped in the mud. 2. scandalous or false and harmful 
claims or information: His campaign team began slinging 
mud at his opponent. 

mud-dle (mud/h /‘madl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. 1. to 
mix up in a confused manner: [~ + obj]: Most of my 
papers had been muddled during my absence. [~ + up 
+ obj): Someone had muddled up the papers in his of- 
fice. [~ + obj + up]: Someone had muddled them up. 
2. [~ + obj] to cause to become mentally confused: The 
five strong drinks had muddled him. 3. muddle along, 
[no obj] to think or act without planning or direction: Our 
company is just muddling along. 4. muddle through, 
[no obj] to reach a goal despite lack of knowledge, Skill, 
or direction: Weil just have to muddle through as best 
we can. —1. [count; singular] 5. the state of being con- 
fused: in a muddle and unable to figure out which way to 
go. 6. a confused or disordered state of affairs: a muddle 
of insurance forms. 

mud-dle-head-ed (mud/l_ hed/id) /‘madl,hedid/ adj. 
confused in one’s thinking; blundering. 

mud-dy (mud/é) /'madiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est, v., -died, 
-dy-ing. —adj. 1. covered or filled with mud. 2. not clear 
or pure: muddy colors. 3. hidden or vague, as in thought 
or expression. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to make muddy: Your 
boots have muddied the carpet. 5. to cause to be con- 
fused: to muddy our thinking by appealing to our emo- 
tions. —mud/dieness, n. (noncount) 

mud:sling-ing (mud/sling/ing) /'mad,slinin/ nm. [non- 
count] efforts or actions to damage one’s opponent by 
harmful, false, or scandalous attacks. —mud/sling/er, 1. 
(count) 

muen-ster (mun/ster, mddn/-) /'manstor, ‘mun-/ n. 
[noncount; often Muenster] a semisoft cheese made 
from whole milk. 

murez-zin (mydo ez/in, modo-) /myuw'ezin, muw-/ n. 
[count] a person who calls Muslims to prayer. 

muff (muf) /maf/ n. [count] 1. a thick, tube-shaped case 
for the hands that is covered with fur. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to handle badly; miss: The shortstop miuffed the throw to 
first base. 

muf-fin (mulin) /‘mafin/ n. (count) a small round bread 
made with flour or cornmeal, eggs, milk, etc., and baked 
in a pan containing a series of cuplike molds. 

muffle (muf/al) /'mafəl/ v. [~ + obj], -fled, -fling. 1. to 
wrap with something to deaden sound: to muffle drums. 
2. to deaden (sound) by or as if by wrappings: His voice 
was muffled over the phone. 3. to wrap or cover in a 
shawl, etc., esp. to keep warm or protect the face and 
neck: muffled in a scarf atid heavy coat. 

muf-fler (muf/lar) /‘maflor/ n. [count] 1. a scarf worn 
around the neck for warmth. 2. a device for deadening 
sound: With the muffler loose, the car rumbled noisily 
down the street. 

mug (mug) /mag/ n, v, mugged, mug-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. a rounded drinking cup with a handle: a coffee 
mug. 2. the amount it holds: spilled a mug of coffee or 
the papers. 3. Slang. a person's face or mouth: Get your 
ugly mug out of here! —v. 4. [~ + obj] to assault or at- 
tack, usually in order to rob: He was mugged in a dark 
street. 5. [no obj) to make faces: to mug for the camera. 
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—mue’eger, n. (cont) —mug’ ging, n. [count]: a savage 
mugging on a dark and deserted street. [noncount]: a 
short prison term for nuigging. 

muse-ey (mug/ē) /'magiy/ adj., -ei-er, -gi-est. (of the 
weather, etc.) uncomfortably humid; damp and close: a 
hot, muggy day. —mug/gi-ness, r. [nonconnt]) 

Mu-ham-mad (mò ham/ad, -ha/mad) /mo'hemad, 
-‘hamoad/ n. [proper noun; no article] Also, Mohammed. 
A.D. 570-632, an Arab prophet and the founder of Islam. 

Mu-ham-mad-an (mõ ham/a dn) /mu'hemadn/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to Muhammad or Islam. —n. [count] 2. a 
follower of Muhammad; a believer in Islam. —Mu-ham/- 
mad-an-ism, n. [noncount] 

muk-luk or muceluc or muck-luck (muk/luk) /'mak- 
lak/ n. [count] 1. a soft boot worn by Eskimos. 2. a slip- 
per or boot resembling this. 

muslat-to (ma lat/o, -la/t6, myoo-) /ma'latow, -'latow, 
myuw-/ n., pl. -toes, adj. —n. [count] 1. the offspring of 
one white parent and one black parent. 2. a person 
whose ancestry is a mixture of this type. —adj. 3. of a 
light brown color. 

mul-bersry (mul/ber’é, -bə rē) /'mal,beriy, -bariy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. 1. a purplish berrylike fruit that can be 
eaten. 2. a tree giving or growing this fruit. 

mulch (mulch) /maltf/ n. 1. a covering, as of straw, 
spread on the ground around plants to prevent loss of 
water or soil, etc.: [noncount)]: Spread mulch around the 
plants. (count): a good, solid mulch. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to 
cover with mulch. 

mule (myddl) /myuwl/ n. [count] 1. an animal produced 
by a female horse and a male donkey: A muile is sterile 
and cannot produce offspring. 2. a stubborn person. 3. 
Slang. a person paid to carry illegal goods, esp. drugs, 
for a smuggler. 

muleish (myod/lish) /‘myuwlhf/ adj. very stubborn; not 
giving in. —mul/ish-ly, adv. —mul/ish-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

mull’ (mul) /mal/ v. to think about carefully: [~ + obj + 
over]: mulled the plan over first. [~ + over + obj): 
mulled over the idea for weeks. 

mull? (mul) /mal/ v. [~ + obj] to heat, sweeten, and fla- 
vor (ale or wine) with spices. 

mul-lah (mula, mddl7a, modd/la) /'malə, 'mulo, ‘muwlo/ 
n. [count], pl. -lahs. a Muslim teacher of the sacred law. 

mul-let (mulit) /‘malit/ n., pl. (esp. when thought of as 
a group) -let, (esp. for kinds or species) -lets. a fish with 
spiny fins. 

mul/liegan stew’ (mul/i gan) /‘maligan/ n. [noncount) 
a stew made up of any ingredients that are available. 
Also called mulligan. 

multi-, prefix. multi- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “many, much”: multi- + colored ~ mutlticol- 
ored (= having mary colors); multi- + vitamin 7 mnlti- 
vitamin (= composed of many vitamins). 

mul-ti-cul-tureal (mutē kul/char al, multi-) /,;mal- 
tiy'kaltforal, ,maltay-/ adj. of or relating to different cul- 
tures or cultural elements: multicultural studies. —mul/- 
ti-cul/tur-al-ism, n. (noncount] 

mul-ti-dis-ci-plienarey (mul/té dis’a pla ner/é, multi-) 
/maltiy'disoplo,neriy, ,maltay-/ adj. combining several 
special branches of learning or fields of expertise. 

mul-ti-far-ieous (mul/ta far’é as) /,malta'feoriyas/ adj. 
having many different parts; varied: multifarious activi- 
ties. —mul’ti-far/i-ous-ly, adv. —mul’ti-far/i-ous-ness, 
n. [nonconnt] 

mul-ti-form (mul/ta form’) /'maltə,form/ adj. having 
many shapes or kinds. See -Form-. 

mul-ti-lateer-al (mutē lat/ər əl, multi-) /,mal- 
tiy'lætərəl, ,maltay-/ adj. 1. having several or many 
sides. 2. involving more than two opposing sides: multi- 
lateral agreements to stop the spread of nuclear arms. 
See -tat-?, 

mul-ti-linegual (mutē ling/gwal, multi-) /,mal- 
tiy'liggwoal, ,maltay-/ adj. 1. using or able to speak sev- 
eral languages with some ease or ability: One has to be 
multilingual in many countries of Asia and Africa. 2. spo- 
ken or written in several languages: a multilingual broad- 
cast. 3. of, involving, or dealing with several different lan- 
guages: a multilingual dictionary. —muVtielin’gual-ism, 
n. [noncount) 

mul-tieme-diea (mutē mē/dēë ə mul’ti-)  /,mal- 
tiy'miydiya, ,maltay-/ n. [noncount,; used witht a singular 
verb] 1. the combined use of several media, as films, 
video, etc. —adj. 2. of or relating to the use of several 
media simultaneously: a multimedia presentation with 
Slides, sounds, and grapltics. See -MEDI-. 

mul-tiena-tion-al (mutē nash’a_ nl, 
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tiy'nefonl, jmaltay-/ n. [count] 1. a large corporation 
with operations and branches in several countries: The 
huge multinationals lave cornered the market. —adj. 2. 
of, relating to, or involving several nations or multination- 
als: the UN and multinational peacekeeping forces in the 
region. See -NAT-. 

multiple (mul/ta pal) /'maltəpəl/ adj. (before a noun) 
1. consisting of, having, or involving several individuals, 
parts, etc.; manifold: suffered multiple injuries in the car 
wreck. —n. [Count] 2. a number that contains another, 
smaller number an exact number of times without a re- 
mainder: /2 ts a multiple of 3. See -p.c-. 

mul/tiple-choice’, adj. providing several possible an- 
swers from which the correct one must be selected: a 
multiple-choice question. 

mul/tiple sclero/’sis, n. [noncount] a serious disease 
that destroys part of the nerves and causes mild to se- 
vere muscular problems. 

mul-ti-plex (mul/ta pleks’) /‘malta,pleks/ adj. 1. having 
rany parts or aspects. 2. of, relating to, or using equip- 
ment permitting the sending of two or more signals over 
a single channel at the same time. —n. [count] 3. a mul- 
tiplex electronics system. 4. a building containing a num- 
ber of movie theaters: a multiplex at the Slioppittg mall. 
See -PLEX-. 

mul-tiepliccand (mul/ta pli kand’) /;maltopli'kand/ n. 
[count] a number to be multiplied by another. See -ptic-. 

mul-tisplicca-tion (multa pli ka’shan) /,maltə- 
pli'keyfan/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or process of multi- 
plying or the state of being multiplied. 2. a mathematical 
operation, symbolized by a X b, a: b, a » b, or ab, in 
which a is to be added to itself as many times as there 
are units in b. See -ptic-. 

multiplica/tion sign’, n. [count] the symbol (-), (X), 
or (+) between two numbers, meaning that the first num- 
ber is to be added to itself as often as is indicated by the 
second number. 

mulstieplic-eity (mul/ta plisi tē) /,malta'plisitiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. 1. a large number: a multiplicity of new 
problems. 2. the state of having many parts. 

mul-ti-plicer (mul/ta pli’ar) /'malta,playar/ n. [count] 1. 
a person or thing that multiplies. 2. a number by which 
another is multiplied. 

mul-ti-ply (mul/ta pli’) /‘malto,play/ v., -plied, -ply-ing. 
1. to find the product (of numbers) by multiplication; [~ 
+ obj + and + obj): Multiply the length and width. [~ + 
obj + by + obj): Multiply the length by the width to get 
the area. [no obj): You made a mistake when you multi- 
plied; you should have divided. 2. [no obj) to increase in 
number by giving birth to offspring: Soon the insects 
multiplied and destroyed all the crops. 3. to (cause to) 
grow in number, etc.; increase: [no obj]: Our problems 
have multiplied under your leadership. [~ + obj]: The 
problems are multiplied when we consider tlle cost over- 
runs, See -PLIC-. 

mul-tieraecial (mutē rā shal, multi-) /,maltiyreyfol, 
imaltay-/ adj. of, relating to, or made up of several 
races: a multiracial society. 

mul-ti-stage (multi staj’) /‘malti,steyd3/ adj. [before a 
noun) (Of a rocket or guided missile) having more than 
one stage. 

muletiestorry (mutē stôr/ē, -stōr/ē, muľti-) /,mal- 
tiy'storiy, -'stowriy, ,maltay-/ adj. [before a noun) (of a 
building) made up of several stories: housed in a huge 
multistory apartment complex. 

mul-ti-tude (mul/ti to0d’, -tyood’) /‘malti,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [count] 1. a great number: a multitude of problems. 
2. a great number of people gathered together; a crowd: 


throng: the multitudes who tried to see lim. —Syn. See 
CROWD. 
mul-ti-tuedienous (multi tdod’n as, -tydod’-) /;ma- 


Itt'tuwdnoas, -'tyuwd-/ adj. 1. existing in great numbers: 
very numerous. 2. containing or extending over many 
parts or elements. 

mul-tievietaemin (multi vifta min, multi vi/-) /,ma- 
Iti'vaytamin, 'malti,vay-/ adj. 1. containing or made up 
of several vitamins: a multivitamin supplement. —n. 
[count] 2. a Compound of several vitamins. See -vit-. 

mum! (mum) /mam/ adj. silent: fo keep mum. 

mum? (mum) /mam/ n. CHRYSANTHEMUM. 

mum-ble (munvbal) /‘mambol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 
1. to say or speak in a soft manner that is hard to under- 
Stand: [no obj): He tended to mumble. [~ + obj): He 
mumbled a few words that | couldn't understand. [used 
witht quotations]: “I'm sorry,” he mumbled. —n. [count] 
2. a soft, indistinct utterance or sound. —mum/bler, ri. 
[count] 


mumbo jumbo to musk 


mumbo jum-bo (mum/b6 jum/bd) /'mam'bow d3am- 
bow/ n. [noncount] senseless or meaningless language 
or words, usually designed to hide or confuse. 

mumemiefy (mua fi’) /'mama,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. to make (a dead body) into a mummy. —mum- 
mi-ficcation (muna fi kā/shən) /;mamofi'keySon/ r. 
{roncount) 

mumemy (mum/é) /‘mamiy/ n. [court], pl. -mies. the 
dead body of a human being or animal that has been 
preserved from decay by an ancient Egyptian process or 
some similar method. 

mumps (mumps) /mamps/ n. [noncount; often: the + ~; 
used with a singular verb] an infectious disease in which 
certain glands in the throat, neck, and mouth swell: The 
murnps is sometimes a serious disease. 

mun., an abbreviation of: municipal. 

munch (munch) /mantf/ v. to chew steadily or strongly 
and often loudly enough to be heard: [no obj): He 
munched on an apple. [~ + obj): He munched his cort- 
flakes. 

mun-dane (mun dan’, mun/dan) /man'deyn, ‘'mandeyn/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to this world or earth as compared 
with heaven; worldly; earthly: mundane affairs. 2. com- 
mon; ordinary; uninteresting; banal: to bring some ex- 
citernent to our mundane lives. —mun-dane/ly, adv. 

musnic-iepal (mydo nis’a pal) /myuw'msopal/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. of or relating to a city, etc., or its local 
government: murmicipal elections. —n. [count] 2. a bond 
issued by a municipal government. —-murnic/iepalely, 
adv. 

muenicei-pal-i-ty (myoo nis/a pali tē) 
/myuw,nisa'pwlitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. a city, town, or 
borough having its own government: Small municipalities 
are looking for financial help from the state. 

murnif-iecent (myoo nifə sant) /myuw'nifasont/ adj. 
having or showing great generosity. —murnif/i-cence, n. 
(noncount] —murnif/i-centely, adv. 

muenietion (mydo nish’an) /myuw'nifon/ n. [count] 1. 
Usually, munitions. [pluran materials used in war, esp. 
weapons and ammunition. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to provide 
with munitions. 

mueral (mydor’al) /'myvrəl/ n. [count] a large picture 
painted directly on a wall or ceiling. —mu/ral-ist, n. 
[count] 

murder (můûůr/dər) /'m3rdər/ n. 1. the unlawful killing of 
a person, esp. when done deliberately: [noncount): guilty 
of nurder. [count]; an increase in the number of mur- 
ders. 2. [noncount; be + 7) Informal. something ex- 
tremely difficult or unpleasant: The final exar was mur- 
der! —v. 3. to kill (a person) unlawfully and deliberately: 
[~ + obj]: He murdered his wife and children. [no obj): 
The troops murdered and looted as they swept throught 
the towns. 4. [~ + obj] to spoil or mar through incom- 
petence: The singer murdered that last song. S ate 
obj) Informal. to defeat thoroughly: The home tearn mur- 
dered their opponents 60-0. —Idiom. 6. get away 
with murder, to do something very harmful, damaging, 
immoral, etc., and not to be punished: Just because 
she's famous, she thinks that she can get away with mur- 
der. —mur/der-er, n. (count) —mur/der-ess, n. (court) 
mur-der-ous (murder əs) /'m3rdərəs/ adj. 1. of the na- 
ture of or involving murder: a murderous deed. 2. guilty 
of or capable of murder: a murderous dictator. 3. (of ex- 
pressions on the face) showing great anger: a murderous 
expression. 4. hiformal. very difficult, dangerous, or un- 
pleasant: murderous heat. —mur/der-ousely, adv.: a 
murderously hot day. 

murk (mirk) /mark/ n. [poncount] darkness; gloom. 
murky (mir/’ké) /'markiy/ adj., -iver, iest. 1. dark, 
gloomy, and cheerless: a murky, dark cave. 2. thick and 
heavy, as with mist: murky streets. 3. muddy; hard to 
see through: Fish were dying in the murky ponds. 4. 
vague; unclear: a murky statement. —murkeiely (mur/- 
ka lē) /'markaliy/ adv. — murk/ieness, n. (roncount) 
mur-mur (mûr/mər) /'msrmər/ n. [count] 1. a low, soft, 
continuous sound, as of a brook or of distant voices: the 
murmur of the ocean waves. 2. a mumbled, low, soft 
sound made by a person, as in complaining: She went to 
bed without a murmur of protest. 3. an abnormal sound 
heard within the body, esp. one coming from the heart 
valves: a Heart niurmur. —v. 4, [no obj) to make a low, 
soft, continuous sound: The brook murmured in the dis- 
tance 5. to express in murmurs: [no obj): The villagers 
murmured arnorg theniselves. [7 + obj): He rruirtmured 
his approval. [used with quotations): She murnuired “I 
love you” in his ear as He slept. —mur/mur-er, r. 
(count) 
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mus-cle (mus/al) /'‘masol/ n., v., -cled, -cling. —n. 1. a 
tissue in the body made up of long cells that can con- 
tract, causing movement of the body: [comnt]: His leg 
muscles had grown weak from his stay in the hospital. 
[noncount): to cut through muscle to get to the diseased 
organ. 2. [noncoint] muscular strength; brawn. 3. [non- 
count] power or force: to put muscle tnto our foreign pol- 
icy. —v. 4. [~ + in on + obj] Informal. to make one’s 
way by force: Our competitors are muscling in on our 
territory. 5. [~ + obj] Informal. to push or move by 
force: to muscle the car out of the ditch. 

mus-cleebound (mus/al bound’) /‘masal,bawnd/ adj. 1. 
having enlarged muscles, as from too much exercise. 2. 
rigid; inflexible: a musclebound foreign policy. 

mus-cuelar (mus/kyə lar) /‘maskyolor/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to muscle or the muscles. 2. having well- 
developed muscles; brawny: muscular lifeguards. —mus- 
cuslarsiety (mus/kya lar/i tē) /,maskyoa'laritiy/ n. [non- 
count) 

mus/cular dys/trophy (dis’tra fe) /‘distrofiy/ n. [non- 
count] an inherited disease in which the muscles gradu- 
ally waste away. 

muse! (myooz) /myuwz/ v, mused, mus-ing. to think 
about or ponder quietly: [no obj]: He sat by the window, 
musing about the world. [used with quotations). “Maybe 
God doesn't play dice with the universe,” he mused. 

muse? (myooz) /myuwz/ n. [count] the imaginary force 
thought to provide inspiration to poets, writers, artists, 
etc.: waiting for the muse. 

mu-sette (myoo zet’) /myuw'zet/ n. [count] Also called 
musette’ bag’. a small leather or canvas bag with a 
shoulder strap. 

mu-se-um (myoo zé%am) /myuw'ziyom/ n. [count] a 
building where works of art or other objects of value are 
kept and displayed. 

mush! (mush or, esp. for 2-4 médsh) /maf or, esp. for 
2-4 mof/ n. [noncount]) 1. a thick mixture made by 
boiling meal, esp. cornmeal, in water or milk. 2. any 
thick, soft mass. 3. anything lacking force, substance, or 
strength: His arguments are nothing but mush. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 4. to squeeze or crush; crunch. 

mush? (mush) /maf/ v. [no obj] 1. to go or travel, esp. 
over snow with a dog team and sled. —interj. 2. (used as 
an order to start or speed up a dog team): “Mush!” she 
cried, and the team leaped ahead. —n. [count] 3. a trip 
or journey, esp. across snow and ice with a dog team. 

mush-room (mush/room, -r60m) /'mafruwm, -rum/ n. 
[count] 1. a fungus that includes the toadstools and puff- 
balls. 2. anything of similar shape or rapid growth, as a 
mushroom-shaped cloud of smoke from a nuclear explo- 
sion. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or containing mush- 
rooms. 4. resembling a mushroom in shape or rapid 
growth. —v. [no obj] 5. to spread, grow, or develop 
quickly: Sales began to mushroom. 6. to gather mush- 
rooms: to go mushrooming in the woods. 

mushy (mush’é, mddsh/é) /'mafiy, 'moufiy/ adj., -ver, 
-iest. 1. resembling mush; pulpy: mushy oatmeal. 2. 
overly emotional or sentimental: mushy love letters. 
—mush/i-ness, n. [norncount) 

muesic (mydo/zik) /'‘myuwzik/ n. [noncount]) 1. sounds 
arranged to have melody, rhythm, or harmony: music to 
soothe the soul. 2. the art of producing this: to study 
music. 3. the written or printed set of musical notes for a 
composition: She tried to play from memory, but found 
that she needed the music. 4 musical quality: the misic 
of words. 

mu-si-cal (myoo/zi kel) /‘myuwzikal/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) of or relating to music: musical entertainment. 2. 
of the nature of or resembling music; tuneful: a sweet, 
musical voice. 3. fond of or skilled in music: My daugh- 
ters are both very musical. —n. [count] 4. Also called 
musical comedy. a play or motion picture in which the 
story line is interrupted by or developed by songs, 
dances, etc.: He starred in several musicals on Broadway. 
—mussi-caleiety (myoo/zi kali tē) //myuwzi'kælitiy/ r. 
{noncount]) —mu/si-calely, adv. 

muesi-cale (myoo/zi kal’) /,myuwzi'kl/ n. [count] a so- 
cial occasion featuring music. 

muesiecian (myo zish’an) /myuw'zifon/ n. [count] one 
who performs music, esp. professionally. —mursi/cian- 
ship’, n. Croncourtt] 

mussi-col-o-gy (myoo/zi kola jé) /;myuwzi'kolad3iy/ n. 
[noncount] the study of music, as in historical research 
or musical theory. —mu/si-col/o-gist, n. [count] 

musk (musk) /mask/ n. [noncourt]) 1. a strong-smelling 
substance obtained from a certain deer and used to 
make perfumes. 2. an artificial imitation of this sub- 
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Stance. —musk/i-ness, n. [(noncount] —musk/y, adj., 
-ieer, -i-est. 

mus-ket (mus/kit) /'maskit/ m. [count] a heavy, large- 
caliber gun with a long barrel, once used by infantry sol- 
diers. —mus-ket-eer (mus/ki tēr/) /maskt'tior/ n. 
[count] —mus-ket-ery (mus/ki tré) /’maskitriy/ n. Lron- 
count) 

musk-mel-on (musk/’mel/an) /'mask,melon/ n. [connt] 
l. a round melon having a juicy, sweet-smelling and 
sweet-tasting, yellow, white, or green edible flesh. 2. the 
plant of the gourd family bearing this fruit. 3. CANTALOUPE 
(def. 1). 

muskrat (muskrat) /'mask,ræt/ n., pl. -rats, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -rat. 1. [count] a large, 
North American rodent that lives in water. 2. [noncount] 
its glossy, dark brown fur, used for coats, trimming, etc. 

Mus-lim (muz/lim, m66z/-, moos/-) /‘mazlim, 'muz-, 
‘mus-/ also Mos-elem (moz/lam, mos/-), /'mozlom, 
‘mos-/ adj., n., pl. -lims, -lim. —adj. 1. of or relating to 
the religion, law, or civilization of Islam. —n. [count] 2. a 
follower of Islam. 3. BLack Musum. 

muselin (muz/lin) /'mazlin/ n. [nonconnt] a cotton fabric 
made in various degrees of fineness, used esp. for 
sheets. 

muss (mus) /mas/ v. 1. to put into disorder; make 
messy: [~ + obj]: She mussed his hair a little. [~ + up 
+ obj}: She mussed up his hair. [~ + obj + up]: She 
mussed her hair up. —n. (count; singular; a + ~]2.a 
state of disorder or untidiness. —muss/y, adj., -iver, 
-i-est. 

mussel (mus/al) /‘masol/ n. [count] a two-shelled water 
creature, a mollusk, the soft body of which can be eaten. 

must (must) /mast/ auxiliary v., pres. sing. and pl. Ist 
2nd, and 3rd pers. must, past must; adj.; n. —anixiliary 
(modal) verb. [~ + root forin of a verb] 1. (used to ex- 
press that the action of the next verb is something that 
will have to be done): / must keep try promise. 2. (used 
to express that the action of the next verb is a require- 
ment or is felt to be necessary by law, by religious or 
moral rule, or by some social agreement): The niles 
must be obeyed. 3. (used to express that the action of 
the next verb is desirable, advisable, or a good idea): You 
really rmust read this book; you'll really like it. 4. (used to 
express that the action of the next verb cannot be 
avoided, or that it is necessary because of natural laws or 
the way the universe is): All good things rust come to an 
erd. 5. (used to express that logically there is a need for 
the action or state of the next verb to be true): There 
must be some mistake (= there cannot be any other ex- 
planation possible). She nist have had a very good rea- 
son for what she did. 6. (used to express that the action 
of the next verb is very likely to happen or to be true, or 
that it is reasonable to expect that action to happen or to 
be true): You must be joking. He nnist be at least 70 
years old. 7. (used in clauses with “if,” and in certain 
questions, to express annoyance): /f you must know, your 
teacher is late (= | wish you wouldn't keep asking ine). 
Must you repeat everything | say? (= You repeat every- 
thing so often it has become annoying.) —adj. [before a 
noun) 8. necessary; vital: A raincoat is must clothing in 
this area. —n. [count; singular; a + ~} 9. something 
necessary, vital, or required: Getting enough sleep is a 
must, 

mustache (mus/tash, ma stash’) /'mastæf, mə'stæf/ n. 
[count] the hair growing on the upper lip. —mus/- 
tached, adj. 

musetang (mus/tang) /‘mastzn/ n. 
strong horse of the American plains. 

musstard (mus/terd) /'mastord/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
strong-smelling and strong-tasting condiment prepared 
from the seed of a plant, used esp. as a food seasoning: 
Will you have mustard on your hot dog? 2. the plant that 
gives this seed. 

mus/tard gas’, n. [noncount] an oily liquid, used, esp. 
in World War I, as a chemical-warfare gas: 

mus-ter (mus/tar) /‘mastor/ v. 1. to assemble (troops, 
etc.), as for battle or inspection: [~ + obj): The ship's 
compatty was mustered on the main deck. [no obj]: The 
ship's company mustered on the main deck. 2. [~ + 
obj] to gather or summon: He mustered all his courage. 
3. muster out, [170 Obj] to discharge from military serv- 
ice: He was mustered out before the war. —n. [count] 4. 
an assembling of troops or persons for formal inspection 
or other purposes. —Idiom. 5. pass muster, to be 
judged acceptable: Does his work pass muster, or should 
he be asked to do it again? See -MONSTR-. 

musten’t (musZant) /'‘masont/ a contraction of rust not. 


[count] a small, 


musket to muumuu 


mus-ty (mius/te) /'mastiy/ adj., -tiver, -ti-est. having an 

odor or flavor that suggests mold: a musty old library. 
mus-tiely (mus/tl @) /'mastliy/ adv. mus/ti-ness, n. 
[nonconnt] 

-mut-, root. -mut- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “change.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: COMMUTATION, COMMUTE, IMMUTABLE, MUTABLE, MUTATE, 
MUTATION, MUTUAL, PERMUTATION, PERMUTE, TRANSMUTE. 

musta-ble (myoo/ta bal) /'myuwtəbəl/ adj. 1. allowing 
change: mutable laws of nature. 2. likely to change: the 
mutable ways of fortune. —mucta-bil-i-ty (myoo/ta bil/- 
i tē) /myuwto'bilitiy/ n. Lnoncount) —mu/ta-bly, adv. 
See -MuT-. 

mu-tant (myoot/nt) /‘myuwtnt/ n. [count] 1. a new type 
of organism produced by mutation: The plant rmust have 
been a mutant; it was huge. —adj. (usually: before a 
noun] 2. undergoing or resulting from mutation: a nni- 
tant species. See -MUT-. 

mustate (myoo/tat) /‘myuwteyt/ v., -tat-ed, -tat-ing. to 
(cause to) undergo mutation: [no obj): The plant nmist 
have mutated. [~ + obj]: Radiation can mutate plant life 
by affecting the genes. See -mut-. 

mueta-tion (mydo tā/shən) /myuw'teyfon/ n. 1. Biology. 
a. sudden departure or change from the parent type, 
seen in offspring in one or more characteristics that have 
been inherited, caused by a change in a gene or a chro- 
mosome: [noncount]): Mutation can souretirnes benefit a 
species. [count]: Some mutations may result in a change 
of color. b. [count] an individual, species, or the like re- 
sulting from such a change: a mutation that was much 
bigger than the rest. 2. a change or alteration, as in form 
or nature: [noncommnt): the possibility of social rmitation. 
[count]: economic mutations and other financial shifts. 
—murta/tion-al, adj. See -muT-. 

mute (myoot) /myuwt/ adj, muter, mut-est, n., v., 
muted, muting. —adj. 1. silent; not having or giving 
off any sound: They were mute when I asked them who 
was the thief. 2. incapable of speech; dumb: mite from 
birth. 3. (of letters) silent; not pronounced: The letter “e” 
is mute in the word “conte.” —n. [count] 4. a person in- 
capable of speech. 5. a mechanical device for muffling 
the tone of a musical instrument. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to 
deaden or muffle the sound of. 7. to reduce the intensity 
of (a color) by the addition of another color: The colors 
are more imuited in the bedroom. —mute/ly, adv.: They 
stood by nmitely, unable or unwilling to answer. 
—mute/ness, n. [noncount 

mustislate (myoot/! at’) /’myuwtleyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to injure the appearance of, by damag- 
ing parts: to mutilate a painting. —murti-la-tion (myoot’- 
| a’shan) /,myuwtl'eyfon/ n. [noncount] —mu/ti-la/tor, 
n. [count] 

murtieny (mydot/n ë) /‘myuwtniy/ n., pl. -nies, v., -nied, 
-ny-ing. —n. 1. rebellion against legal authority, esp. by 
sailors or soldiers against their officers: [noncount): guilty 
of mutiny. [count]: a short imitiny on board the ship. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to commit mutiny: The crew rmutinied be- 
cause Of bad food. —mu’ti-neer’, n. [count] —mu/ti- 
nous, adj.: a nnutinous crew with no sense of morals. 

mutt (mut) /mat/ n. [count] Slang. 1. a dog of mixed 
breeds: Spot was just a nmtt, but the children loved him. 
2. a stupid or foolish person; simpleton. 

mut-ter (mut/ar) /‘mator/ v. 1. to say words, or to make 
sounds, in a low tone hard to understand or hear; mur- 
mur: [no obj): He sat, muttering quietly to hirnself. (~ + 
obj): He muttered a few words of greeting. [used with 
quotations]: “That's it,” he tmmnittered, “no more.” —u. 
[count] 2. the act or sound of a person who mutters: an- 
swering in low mutters. 

mut-ton (mut/n) /‘matn/ n. [noncount] the flesh of a 
mature sheep, used as food. —mut/tonry, adj. 

mustueal (mydo’choo al) /'myuwtfuwoal/ adj. l. pos- 
sessed, felt, or performed by each of two with respect to 
the other; reciprocal: :mutual respect. 2. having the same 
relation each toward the other: rutual enernies. 3. held 
or having in common; shared: ritual interests. —mus 
tueal-iety (myoo’choo ai tē) /'myuwtfuw'elitiy/ n. 
[noncount] —mu/tuealely, adv.: If two events or 
circumstances are rmuitually exchisive, only one can hap- 
pen or be tme, bit not both. See -mut-. 

mu/tual fund’, n. [count] an investment company that 
constantly sells its stock, which it is obligated to repur- 
chase from its shareholders when asked to do so. 

muumuu (moo’mo0’) /muw,muw/ n. [count], pl. 
-muus. 1. a long, loose-hanging dress, usually brightly 
colored or patterned, worn esp. by Hawaiian women. 2. 
a similar dress worn as a housedress. 
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or full of mystery: a mysterious phone call; a mysterious 


muzzle to mythology 
muzezle (muz%al) /'mazəl/ n., v., -zled, -zling. —n. 


[count] 1. the part of the head of an animal that com- 
prises the jaws, mouth, and nose. 2. the mouth of the 
barrel of a gun, etc. 3. a device, usually an arrangement 
of straps or wires, placed over an animal's mouth to pre- 
vent the animal from biting, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to put 
a muzzle on (an animal or its mouth). 5. to hold back 
from or prevent speech or the expression of opinion: fo 
muzzle the press by violence. 

my (mi) /may/ pron. 1. a form of the possessive case of 
the pronoun I, used as an adjective before a noun: My 
soup is cold. 2. (used in forms of address before titles, 
names, etc.): Yes, ny lord, Ill see to it right away. My 
dear Mrs. Adams, won't you come this way. 3. (used in 
exclamations of surprise, dismay, disagreement, etc., be- 
fore certain nouns): You got a perfect score? My foot! (= 
I don't believe it). —interj. 4. (used as an exclamation of 
mild surprise or dismay): My, my, what have we here — a 
broken foot aud possible fractured leg? 

My-lar (milar) /‘maylar/ Trademark. [noncount] a brand 
of strong, thin polyester film used in photography, re- 
cording tapes, and insulation. 

my-na or my-nah or miena (mi/na) /'maynd/ un. 
[count], pl. -nas or -nahs. an Asian bird of the starling 
family, some of which have the ability to mimic speech 
as pets. 

my-o-piea (mi pē ə) /may'owpiyd/ n. [noncount) 1. a 
condition of the eye in which objects can be seen clearly 
only when near to the eye; nearsightedness. 2. lack of 
foresight or ability to understand something obvious: fo 
demonstrate myopia by not adjusting to the changing 
student population. —my-op-ic (mi op7ik), /may'oprk/ 
adj. —my-op/i-cal-ly, adv. See -opti-. 

myreicad (mir/ē ad) /'mtriyad/ n. [count] 1. a great 
number of persons or things: a myriad of problems. 
—adj. (before a noun] 2. of a great number; innumera- 
ble. 

myrrh (mir) /m3r/ n. (noncount] 1. a sweet-smelling, 
bitter substance from Arabian and E African plants, used 
chiefly in making incense. 2. a plant giving this sub- 
stance. 

myr-tle (mir/tl) /‘martl/ n. (count) 1. a plant of S Eu- 
rope, having evergreen leaves, fragrant white flowers, 
and sweet-smelling berries. 2. an unrelated plant, as the 
periwinkle. 

my-self (mi self’) /may'self/ pron. 1. a form of the pro- 
noun me, a reflexive pronoun, used as the direct or indi- 
rect Object of a verb or as the object of a preposition, 
when the subject is /: / excused myself from the table. I 
gave myself a pat on the head. | was pretty happy with 
myself for the moment. 2. (used to add emphasis to the 
pronouns I or me): / myself dort like it. | did it all myself. 
3. (used in certain constructions without a verb): Myself a 
parent, I understand their concern. 4. (used in place of I 
or ME in some special constructions with words like 
“and,” “as,” and “than”): My wife and myself agree. He 
knows as much about the case as myself. No one is 
more to blame than myself. 5. my usual, normal, 
healthy, or customary self: / wasn't myself when I said 
that. 

mys-te-rieous (mi stér/é as) /mi'stiariyas/ adj. involving 


smile. —mys-te/ri-ous-ly, adv. —mys-te/ri-ous-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

mys-ter-y (imis/ta rē, -tré) /‘mrstoriy, -triy/ n., pl. -ere 
ies. 1. [count] anything kept secret or unexplained or 
unknown: the mysteries of nature. 2. [count] a person or 
thing that arouses curiosity or wonder: The guest was a 
mystery to everyone. 3. (count) a novel, film, or the like 
with a plot involving the solving of a puzzle, esp. a crime. 
4. [noncount] the quality of being hidden, hard to under- 
stand, or puzzling: The place has an air of mystery about 
it. 

mysetic (mis/tik) /‘mrstik/ adj. [before a noun) 1. mysti- 
cal. —n. [count] 2. one who claims to have insight into 
mysteries beyond ordinary human knowledge. 

mys-ti-cal (mis/ti kal) /‘mistikal/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
occult; of or relating to a mystic. 2. of or relating to mys- 
tics or mysticism. —mys/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

mys-tiecism (mis/te siz’am) /'misto,sizom/ n. [non- 
count} 1. the beliefs, ideas, or way of thought of mystics. 
2. the belief that it is possible to gain knowledge of spir- 
itual truths beyond ordinary human understanding, 
through a direct union with God that occurs after fasting, 
praying, or meditating. 3. ideas or thoughts that are diffi- 
cult or impossible to understand or prove: The physicist’s 
ideas about the beginning of the universe are more mys- 
ticism than true science. 

mystify (mis’to fi’) /‘mista,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. to cause confusion; to perplex or bewilder: comt- 
pletely mystified by his decision not to take such a good 
job. —mys-ti-fi-ca-tion (mis’ta fi kā/shən) / mist- 
əfr'keyfən/ n. lnoncount) 

mys-tique (mi stēk/) /mi'stiyk/ n. [noncount] a feeling 
or aura of mystery surrounding a particular occupation, 
activity, etc.: the mystique of appearing in a Broadway 
show. 

myth (mith) /mı9/ n. 1. (count) a traditional story, esp. 
one that involves gods and heroes and explains a prac- 
tice or some natural object or phenomenon: Greek, Ro- 
man, Chinese, Japanese, African, and Indian myths. 2. 
[noncount] stories of this kind thought of as a group; 
mythology: the study of ancient myth. 3. an invented 
story, fictitious person, etc.: [noncount): His account of 
the event is pure myth. (count): Her story is just a myth. 
4. (count) a belief or set of beliefs that surround a per- 
son, a phenomenon, or an institution: myths of racial su- 
periority. 

mythe-i-cal (mith/i kal) /'mıðıkəl/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
a myth: mythical heroes. 2. untrue; false: mythical supe- 
riority of one race over another. 3. unreal; not existing: 
mythical salary increases that never really happen. 

my-thol-o-gy (mi thola jé) /mr'Oolod3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 
1. [count] a body of myths, as that of a particular people. 
2. [noncount] myths thought of as a group. 3. [non- 
court] the science or study of myths. 4. [count] a set of 
stories, traditions, or beliefs that surround a particular 
person, event, or institution: An eritire mythology has 
grown around the dead movie star. —myth-o-log-i-cal 
(mith’a loj/i kel) /,mi8a'lod3rkal/ adj. —my-thol/o-gist, 
n. [count] 


N, n (en) /en/ n. [count], pl Ns or N's, ns or n's. the 
14th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

N, an abbreviation of: 1. north. 2. northern. 

N., an abbreviation of: 1. north. 2. northern. 3. Novem- 
ber. 

n., an abbreviation of: 1. name. 2. neuter. 3. 
north. 5. northern. 6. noun. 7. number. 

N.A., an abbreviation of: 1. North America. 2. not appli- 
cable. 

nab (nab) /næb/ v. [~ + obj], nabbed, nab-bing. /nfor- 
mat 1. to arrest or capture: The police nabbed the 
crooks. 2. to catch or seize, esp. suddenly: The kidnap- 
pers nabbed him as he got into his car. 

na-bob (na/bob) /'ncybob/ n. [count] a very wealthy, in- 
fluential, or powerful person. 

naedir (na/dar) /'neydər/ n. [comt] the lowest point: The 
loss of his job and his wife marked the nadir of his life. 

nag’ (nag) /næg/ v., nagged, nag-ging, n. —v. 1. to an- 
noy by continuously finding fault or making demands: [~ 
+ obj (+ into + verb)|: nagged them into contributing 
money. [no obj): He kept nagging about needing money. 
2. to be a constant source of unease or irritation to: [~ 
+ obj): Her doubts nagged her. [no obj): The debt kept 
nagging at his conscience. —n. [count] 3. a person who 
nags. 

nag? (nag) /næg/ n. [count] a horse, esp. one that is old 
or worn out. 

nagging (nag/ing) /‘nxgin/ adj. persistently bother- 
some: a nagging backache. 

nail (nal) /neyl/ n. [count] 1. a thin, rod-shaped piece of 
metal, usually having a pointed tip and a flattened head, 
made to be hammered into wood or other material as a 
fastener Or support. 2. a thin, hard, horny area on the 
upper side of the end of a finger or toe. —v. 3. to fasten 
with a nail or nails: {~ + obj): to nait a picture to the 
wal. [~ + up + obj): to nait up the dernands on the 
wall. [~ + obj + up]: to nait the demands up. 4. to en- 
close or shut by nailing: [~ + obj]: He nailed the door 
closed. [~ + obj + up]: He nailed the door up. [~ + up 
+ obj): They nailed up the door. §. {~ + obj) Informal. 
a. to catch; seize: The police nailed him as he was trying 
to escape. b. to hit successfully: The batter nailed the 
batt for a home nin. 6. nail down, to make final; settle 
once and for all: [~ + down + obj]: to nait down an 
agreement. [~ + obj + down): Nail it down before you 
sign anything. —-Idiom. 7. hit the nail on the head, to 
say or do exactly the right thing; to be exactly right. 

nail” brush’, n. [count] a small, usually tough, stiff 
brush for cleaning the fingernails or hands. 

nail’ file’, n. [commt] a small, thin bar of metal or 
sometimes plastic with a rough surface, used for shaping 
the fingernails. 

nail” polish, n. [noncomnt) a lacquer for painting the 
fingernails or toenails. 

na-ive or na-ive (na Ev’) /na'iyv/ adj. 1. childlike and 
innocent. 2. showing a lack of experience, wisdom, or 
judgment; gullible. —na-ive/ly, adv. See -NAT-. 

na-ive-té or na-ive-té or nasive-te (nä év ta’, -é/va- 
ta’, -€v/ta, -€/va-) /nalyv'tey, -,iyva'tey, -'iyvtey, -'iyvo-/ 
n. {noncount} the quality or state of being naive; inno- 
cence; lack of experience. See -NaT-. 

na-ked (na/kid) /'‘neykid/ adj. 1. being without clothing; 
nude. 2. [before a noun) lacking the customary or usual 
covering or protection: a naked sword; naked light bulbs. 
3. lacking furnishings or decoration: the empty house 
with its naked walls. 4. [before a noun) not assisted by 
the use of a microscope, telescope, or other instrument: 
a planet barely visible to the naked eye. 5. defenseless; 
unprotected: a town left naked to the invasions of the en- 
emy. 6. [before a noun] plain; simple; unadorned: the 
naked truth. 7. [before a noun] plainly revealed; obvious: 
a naked threat. —na/ked-ly, adv. —na/ked-ness, n. 
[noncount 

nam-eby-pameby (nam/bé pam/bé) /'næmbiy'pæmbiy/ 
adj., n., pi -bies. —adj. 1. indecisive; irresolute: a nam- 
by-panmiby personality. 2. sentimental; insipid: narnby- 
pamby greeting cards. —n. [count] 3. one that is namby- 
pamby. 

name (nam) /ncyni/ n., v, named, naming, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a word or phrase by which a person or thing is 
identified or known: Please state your name and address. 
2. an often insulting description: He calted her names. 3. 
[usually singular) a. reputation: These bad loans gave 
him a bad name. b. a reputation of fame or distinction: 
made a name for herself in politics. —v. 4. to give a 
name to; call: [~ + obj]: to name a baby. [~ + obj + 
obj]: They named their baby Frederick. 5. name (some- 


new. 4. 


one or something) after/for (someone or something 
else), to give a name to (someone or something) in 
memory of or tribute to someone or something else: [~ 
+ obj + after + obj): They named him after his father. 
[~ + obj + obj + after + obj): They narned him Fred- 
erick after his father. 6. [~ + obj] a. to accuse by name: 
She named the thief. b. to identify by name: Name alt 
the state capitals. 7. [~ + obj + (as +) obj] to desig- 
nate Or nominate for duty or office: They named him (as) 
campaign manager. 8. [~ + obj] to specify; say what 
something should be: Name your price. —adj. [before a 
noun) 9. famous; well-known: a (big) name author. 10. 
designed for or bearing a name: name tags. —Idiom. 
11. by name, using the name of someone directly: + 
mentioned you by name. 12. by (the) name (of), hav- 
ing the name of: an interesting fellow by the name of Da- 
vid Jones. 13. in name only, having a title or position 
but not the power or status to go with it: a Aing in name 
only, powerless to rule. 14. in the name of, with appeal 
to or by authority of: Open, in the name of the law. 15. 
name names, to specify or accuse people by name: The 
informant began naming names to the police. 16. to 
one’s name, within one’s resources: not a penny to his 
name, —name/a-ble, adj. —nam/er, n. (count) 
name/-drop’, v. [no obj], -dropped, -drop-ping. to 
mention the names of famous or important people in or- 
der to impress others. —name/drop:per, n. [count] 
name-less (nam/lis) /‘neymlis/ adj. 1. having no name. 
2. not referred to by name. 3. anonymous: a nameless 
source of information. 4. too shocking or vile to be spec- 
ified: a nainetess crine. 

namesly (nam/le) /‘ncymliy/ adv. that is to say; specifi- 
cally: a new iter of legislation, namely, the housing bill. 

name-plate (nam/plat’) /‘ncym,pleyt/ n. [count] a piece 
of metal, wood, or plastic on which the name of a per- 
son, company, etc., is printed or engraved. 

name-sake (ndm/sak’) /'neym,scyk/ n. [count] 1. a 
person named after another. 2. a person having the 
same name as another. 

Na-mib-iean (na mib/é an) /na'mibiyon/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Namibia. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Namibia. 

naneny (nan/eé) /neeniy/ n. [count], pi -nies. NURSEMAID. 

nan/ny goat’, n. [count] a female goat. 

nan-o-sec-ond (nan/a sek/and) $/'neno,sekond/ n. 
[count] one billionth of a second. Abbr.: ns nsec 

nap’ (nap) /næp/ v., napped, nap-ping, n. —v. [no obj) 
1. to sleep for a short time; doze. 2. to be off one’s 
guard: The question caught him napping. —n. (count) 3. 
a brief period of sleep, esp. one taken during daytime. 
—nap/per, n. [coit] 

nap? (nap) /næp/ n., v., napped, nap-ping. —n. {count} 
1. the short fuzzy ends of fibers on the surface of cloth. 
—v. |~ + obj) 2. to raise a nap on. —napped, adj. 

napalm (na/pam) /'neypam/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a jellylike 
substance that burns quickly and easily, used in fire 
bombs, flamethrowers, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to bomb or 
attack with napalm. 

nape (nap, nap) /neyp, nxp/ n. [count] the back of the 
neck. 

naph-tha (naf’the, nap/-) /‘nef0s, 'næp-/ n. [noncount) 
a colorless, flammable liquid used to dissolve other sub- 
stances and as a fuel. 

nap-kin (nap/kin) /'næpkin/ n. [count] 1. a piece of cloth 
or paper for use in wiping the lips and fingers and to 
protect the clothes while eating. See illustration at Res- 
TAURANT. 2. Chiefly Brit. DIAPER. 

na-po-le-on (na pō/lē an, -pdl’yan) /na'powliyan, 
-‘powlyan/ n. [count] a pastry made of thin layers of puff 
paste and custard or cream filling. 

napepy (nap/é) /'næpiy/ n. [count], pi -pies. Brit. a dia- 
per. 

mare or nark (närk) /nark/ n. [count] Slang. an agent 
who investigates narcotics violations. 

nar-cisssism (när/sə siz’em) /'narsa,sizem/ n. [non- 
count] excessive love or admiration for oneself. —nar/- 
cis-sist, n. [count] —nar/cis+sis/tic, adj. 

nar-cisesus (när sis’as) /nar'sisos/ n. [count], pl. -cise 
SUS, -CiS-SuUS-eS, -Cis+si (-sis/Ẹ, -sis/i) /-'sIsiy, -'sısay/. a 


narcosis to natural childbirth 


plant having yellow or white flowers with a cup-shaped 
crown. 

Nar-coesis (när kO/sis) /nar'kowsts/ n. 
state of deep drowsiness caused by drugs. 

nar-coteic (nar kot/ik) /nar'kotik/ n. [count] 1. an ad- 
dictive or nearly addictive substance that blunts the 
senses causing sleep or relief from pain, also capable of 
causing confusion, inability to think or feel, and possibly 
coma and death. 2. anything that exercises a soothing or 
numbing effect or influence: Her narcotic was music. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. of or having the power to pro- 
duce narcosis: a narcotic drug. 4. of or relating to nar- 
cotics or their use: narcotic addicts. 

nark (nark) /nark/ n. NARC. 

narrate (nar/at, na rat’) /‘nereyt, næ'reyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -rat-ed, -rat-ing. 1. to give an account of (events, 
experiences, etc.). 2. to add a spoken background or 
commentary to (a film, television program, etc.). —nar- 
ra-tion (na rā/shən) /na'reyfan/ n. [noncount): the skill 
of narration. (count): narrations of his experiences. 
—nar/ra-tor, n. [count] 

nar-rastive (nara tiv) /‘nawrotiv/ nu. 1. [count] a story or 
account of events, experiences, or the like, whether true 
or fictional. 2. [noncount] the art, technique, or process 
of narrating: the use of narrative in poetry. —adj. (before 
a noun) 3. of, relating to, consisting of, or being a narra- 
tive: narrative poetry. 

ee oar nar) /‘nxrow/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. of 

Wte width; not wide or broad: a narrow alley. 2. limited 

in`range or scope: å narrow view of right and wrong. 3. 
[before a noun] barely adequate or successful; Close: a 
narrow escape. —v. 4. to (cause to) decrease in width: 
[no obj]: The road narrows ahead. [~ + obj): She nar- 
rowed her eyes. 5. to (cause to) be reduced or smaller: 
[no obj]: The gap between the rich and the poor is not 
narrowing. [~ + obj]: to narrow the gap between them. 
6. to limit or restrict: [~ + down + obj]: The detectives 
narrowed down the search to just two suspects. [~ + obj 
(+ down)]: They narrowed the search (down) to just two 
suspects. —n. [count] 7. narrows, [used with a singular 
or plural verb] a narrow part of a river, ocean Current, 
etc. —nar/row-ness, n. [noncount] 

nar-rowely (nar/6 lē) /‘nwrowliy/ adv. 1. hardly; nearly; 
only just: narrowly avoided being captured. 2. Closely; 
with close attention: She watched them narrowly. 

nar’row-mind/ed, adj. having a mind that is unwilling 
to accept or consider; intolerant. —nar/row-mind/ed- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

narewhal or nar-ewal (nar/wal) /'narwol/ also nare 
whale (-hwal’, -wal’) /-,hweyl, -,weyl/ n. [count] a small 
arctic whale, the male of which has a long, spiral-shaped, 
twisted tusk extending forward from the upper jaw. 

nar-y (nar/é) /'neoriy/ adj. not any: nary a sound. 

NASA (nas/a) /'næsə/ n. [proper noun; no article] 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

na-sal (na/zal) /‘neyzoal/ adj. 1. of or relating to the nose: 
nasal congestion. 2. making use of or pronounced 
through the nose: nasal vowels. —na-salei-ty (na zali- 
tē) /ney'zalitiy/ n. Lroncount] —na/sally, adv. 

nas-cent (nas/ant, nd/sant) /‘nxsont, 'neysont/ adj. be- 
ginning to exist or develop. —nas/ cence, 1. [noncount ] 
See -NAT-. 

nas-tur-tium (nə stûr/shəm, na-) /no'stsrfam, næ-/ n. 
[count], pl. -tiums. a garden plant having shield-shaped 
leaves and colorful flowers. 

nasety (nas/té) /‘nwstiy/ adj., -tiver, -ti-est, 7., pl. -ties. 
—adj. 1. offensive to taste, smell, or the senses in gen- 
eral; nauseating: a nasty smell of garbage. 2. indecent or 
obscene: nasty language. 3. highly objectionable or un- 
pleasant: a nasty habit. 4. vicious, angry, threatening, or 
ugly: A nasty dog guards his store at night. 5. bad to 
deal with or experience: a nasty accident. —nascti-ly 
(nas/tl €) /‘nwstliy/ adv. —nas/ti-ness, 1. [noncount] 

-nat-, root. -nat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “born; birth.” This meaning is found in such 
wordS aS: COGNATE, ILL-NATURED, INNATE, INTERNATIONAL, 
MULTINATIONAL, NAIVE, NASCENT, NATAL, NATION, NATIONAL, NA- 
TIVE, NATIVITY, NATURE, SUPERNATURAL. 

na-tal (nat/l) /'‘neytl/ adj. of or relating to birth: natal 
care. See -NAT-. 

na-tion (nā/shən) /'neyfan/ n. [count] 1. a body of peo- 
ple, living in a particular territory, that is unified by birth, 
culture, race, language, or society, and often has its own 
government. 2. the territory or country itself. 3. an 
American Indian group or tribe, esp. a member tribe of 
an American Indian confederation. —na/tion-hood’, 11. 
{noncount) See -NAT-. 


[noncount) a 


Na- 
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na-tion-al (nash’a nl, nash/nal) /'nwfonl, '‘nefnol/ adj. 
1. of, relating to, or belonging to a nation: a national an- 
them. 2. (before a noun] typical of or common to the 
people of a nation: national customs. —n. [count] 3.a 
citizen of a particular nation under recognized law. 4. a 
national company, business, or organization. Compare 
MULTINATIONAL. —na/tioneal-ly, adv. See -NaT-. 

Na/tional Guard’, n. [proper noun; often: the + ~] a 
state military force that may be called upon by the state 
or federal government in emergencies. 

nas-tionealeism (nash’a nl iz’am, nash/na liz/-) /'næ fə- 
nl,izom, 'nxfno,liz-/ n. (noncount] 1. devotion and loy- 
alty to one’s own nation; patriotism. 2. the desire for na- 
tional independence. —na/tion-al-ist, adj, n. [count] 
—na/tion-al-is/tic, adj. See -NaT-. 

na-tion-aleiety (nash’ ə nali tē) /næf a'nelitiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncount] the state of belonging to a particular 
nation, whether by birth or naturalization. 2. [count] peo- 
ple who belong to a nation: Many different nationalities 
came to the U.S. See -NAT-. , 

nationalize (nash/ə nl iz’, nash/na liz’) /'næfonlļ,ayz, 
'nefno,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to bring (an in- 
dustry, or land) under the ownership or control of a gov- 
ernment: That country has nationalized its airlines. —na. 
tion-al-i-za-tion (nash’a nl i zā/shən) /,nxfonli'zeyJfon/ 
n. {noncount] See -nat-. 

na-tionewide (nā/shən wid’) /'neyfon'wayd/ adj. ex- 
tending throughout a nation: a nationwide search. See 
-NAT-. 

nastive (nd/tiv) /'ncytiv/ adj. 1. (before a noun) being 
the place or environment in which a person was born, or 
the place or environment in which a thing came into be- 
ing: returned to his native land. 2. (before a noun] be- 
longing to a person by birth or to a thing by nature; in- 
herent: the desert’s native beauty. 3. belonging to or 
originating in a certain place; local: The dancers wore 
their native dress. 4. [before a noun] born in a particular 
place: a native New Yorker. 5. of or relating to something 
first learned by a person: English is his native language. 
—n. [count] 6. a person born in a particular place or 
country: a native of Ohio. 7. one who lived in a place 
originally or has lived there a long time, esp. as distin- 
guished from temporary residents. 8. an animal, plant, 
etc., originating in a particular region. —-Idiom. 9. go 
native, [no obj] to adopt the behavior and dress of a 
surrounding culture. See -NaT-. 

Na/tive Amer/ican, n. American INDIAN. 

Nastiveiety (na tiv/i tē, na-) /na'tivitiy, ney-/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. [count] a birth. 2. [proper noun; the Nativity] the birth 
of Christ. See -NaT-. 

natl., an abbreviation of: national. 

NATO (nā%tō) /'ncytow/ n. [proper noun; no article) 
North American Treaty Organization. 

nat-ter (nat/ar) /'nætər/ v. [no obj) to talk idly and with- 
out stopping. 

natety (nat/é) /‘natiy/ adj., -tiver, -ti-est. neat and tidy; 
spruce: a natty uniform. —natetiely (nat/l &) /‘netliy/ adv. 

nateueral (nach’ar al, nach/ral) /natfaral, 'nætfrəl/ adj. 
1. existing in or formed by nature and not by humans; 
not artificial: The valley made a natural amphitheater. 2. 
of or relating to nature: the natural world. 3. having un- 
dergone little or no processing and containing no chemi- 
cal additives: natural foods. 4. having a real or physical 
existence: the natural, not the supernatural, world. 5. 
(before a noun] of, relating to, or belonging to one’s na- 
ture; inborn; innate: natural athletes. 6. behaving nor- 
mally; appearing normal: Please relax and look natural 
for the photographer. 7. in agreement with the nature of 
people or things; to be expected: a natural result. [It + 
be + ~ + that clause): It's natural that the parents 
should miss their children. 8. happening in the ordinary 
or usual course of things, without accident, violence, etc.: 
to die a natural deat. 9. (before a noun] \LLEGITIMATE: 2 
natural child. 10. (before a noun) related by blood rather 
than by adoption; biological: searching for his natural 
parents. 11. [after a noun] Music. neither sharp nor flat: 
That note is a G natural. —n. [count] 12. any person or 
thing that is or is likely to be suitable to or successful in 
an endeavor: He's a natural for that new position as su- 
pervisor. 13. a. a white key on a piano, organ, or the 
like. b. the sign 4, placed before a note that would other- 
wise be understood as sharp or flat. —nat/ueral-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -NAT-. 

nat/ural child/birth, n. childbirth involving little or no 
use of drugs or painkilling medication: [noncournt]: clas- 
ses to prepare for natural childbirth. [count]: the second 
natural childbirth today. 
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nat/ural gas’, n. [noncount] a gas that is found under- 
ground and under the sea, and is used as a fuel for heat- 
ing and cooking. 

nat/ural his/tory, n. (nonconnt) the study of plants, 
animals, rocks, and other natural objects. 

nat-urral-ism (nach/ər ə liz/əm, nach/ra-) /'nætfə- 
ralizom, 'nætfrə-/ n. [noncount] (in a work of art or a 
piece of writing) treatment of forms, colors, space, 
events, and people as they appear or might appear in 
nature or real life. —nat/u-ral.is/tic, adj. See -NAT-. 

nat-urral-ist (nach’ar ə list, nach/ra-) /'nætfərəlist, 
‘natfro-/ n. [count] 1. a person who studies or is an ex- 
pert in natural history, esp. a zoologist or a botanist. 2. a 
follower of naturalism in literature or art. See -NaT-. 

nat-urral-ize (nach’ar ə liz’, nach/ra-) netfora,layz, 
'nætfrə-/ v. (~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. to make (someone) 
a citizen: He was naturalized after having lived in that 
country for ten years. —nat-ueral-i-za-tion (nach/ar a li- 
za/shan) /,naxtforali'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 

naturally (nach’ar ə lē, -əl lē, nach’ra lē, -ral lē) 
Mnextforaliy, -alliy, 'nætfrəliy, -rəlliy/ adv. 1. in a natural 
manner: Just smile naturally. 2. being in a certain way by 
nature: She has naturally curly hair. 3. of course: as 
would be expected; needless to say: Natirrally, you'll have 
to pay in advance. —-Idiom. 4. come naturally, [not: 
be + ~ing; no obj] to be easy for someone to do or 
learn: Playing the violin comes naturally to her. 

nat/ural sci/ence, n. a science or knowledge of ob- 
jects, events, or processes in nature: [count]: The natural 
sciences include biology, physics, chemistry, and geol- 
ogy. (noncount): to major in natural science. 

nat/ural selec/’tion, n. [noncount] the process in na- 
ture by which some forms of life that are best able to 
function or adapt to changes in climate, to competition 
for food or mates, etc., tend to survive, reproduce in 
greater numbers, and pass on their characteristics to 
later generations. 

na-ture (na/char) /'neytfor/ n. 1. [noncount} the natural 
world as it exists without human beings or civilization; 
the elements of the natural world, as mountains, trees, 
animals, or rivers. 2. [nonconnt] the laws and principles 
that guide the universe or an individual. 3. [count] the 
native character that is part of someone or something: /t 
is a cat's nature to keep itself clean. 4. character, kind, 
type, or sort: [count; usually singular): What is the nature 
of your business here? (nonconnt; often: in + ~]: The 
problems are economic in nature. 5. (cont) disposition; 
temperament: an evil nature; a kind, loving nature. 6. 
[noncount] the simple or primitive condition of human- 
kind before modern Civilization: to return to nature to 
live. ——-Idiom. 7. by nature, as a result of inborn or in- 
herent qualities; innately. 8. call of nature, [count] the 
need to urinate or defecate. 9. second nature, [non- 
count) a habit or way of acting or thinking that has be- 
come part of the character of a person: He has been a 
police officer for so long that dealing with ernergencies 
has become second nature to him. See -nat-. 

Nau-ga-hyde (nô/gə hid’) /'noga,hayd/ Trademark. 
[noncount] a brand of strong vinyl-coated fabric made to 
look like leather. 

naught or nought (not) /not/ n. (noncount) 1. nothing. 
2. a cipher (0); zero: a score of ten to naught. —Idiom. 
3. come to naught, [no obj] to end in failure: His plans 
came to naught. 

naugh-ty (n0/té) /'notiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. 1. disobe- 
dient; mischievous: naughty children. 2. improper or in- 
decent: a naughty word. —nauehrti-ly (ndt/le) /‘notliy/ 
adv. —naugh/’ti-ness, n. [(noncount) 

naussera (nô/zē ə, -zha, -sē a, -sha) /'naziyd, -39, -siya, 
-Ja/ n. [noncount] sickness in the stomach, esp. when 
accompanied by a need or desire to vomit. 

nau-se-ate (nd/zé at’, -zhé-, -sé-, -shē-) /'noziy,cyt, 
-3iy-, -sly-, -fiy-/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to 
cause (someone) to feel nausea: The rolling of the ship 
nauseated him. 2. to cause to feel extreme disgust: was 
nauseated by such cruelty. 

nau-se-at-eing (n6/zé at’ ing, -zhé-, -sé-, -shé-) 
/noziy,eytin, -3ly-, -siy-, -fiy-/ adj. causing a feeling of 
nausea: a nauseating smell. —nau/se-at/ing-ly, adv. 

nau-seous (nd/shas, -zé as) /'nofos, -ziyas/ adj. 1. af- 
fected with nausea or disgust: / feel nauseous. 2. causing 
nausea or disgust: a nauseous smell. —nau/seous-ness, 
n. [noncount] 

-naut-, root. -naut- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “sailor; it has become generalized to mean 
“traveler.” These meanings are found in such words as: 
ASTRONAUT, COSMONAUT, NAUTICAL, NAUTILUS. 
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naurti-cal (nô/ti kal, not/i-) Mnottkal, 'nott-/ adj. of or 
relating to sailors, ships, or navigation. —nau/ti-cal-ly, 
adv. See -NAUT-. 

nau/tical mile’, n. [count] a unit of distance at sea, 
equal to 1.852 kilometers. 

naucti-lus (nôt/l əs, not/-) /'notləs, ‘not-/ n. [count], pl. 
nau-ti-lus-es, nausti-li (nôt/I i’, not/-). /‘notlay, 'not-/ a 
sea creature living in a shell shaped like a spiral, with a 
pearly interior. See -NAUT-. 

-naVv-, root. -nav- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “boat, ship.” It is related to -naut-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: CIRCUMNAVIGATE, NAVAL, 
NAVE, NAVIGABLE, NAVIGATE, NAVY. 

na-val (na/val) /‘neyval/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or re- 
lating to ships. 2. relating to a navy. See -nav-. 

nave (nav) /neyv/ n. [count] the principal, longer area of 
a church, from the main entrance to the space around 
the altar, with aisles of less height on the sides. See 
-NAV-. 

na-vel (na/val) /‘neyval/ n. [count] the hollow part of the 
surface of the abdomen where the umbilical cord was 
connected with the fetus; bellybutton. 

na/vel or’ange, n. [count] a seedless or nearly seed- 
less orange having a small hollow part at the top that 
contains a small secondary fruit. 

nav-iegasble (nav/i gə bal) /'nævıgəbəl/ adj. 1. deep 
and wide enough for ships to pass through: a navigable 
river. 2. capable of being steered or quided, as a ship, 
aircraft, or missile. —nav/i-ga-bil/i-ty, n. [noncount] See 
-NAV-. 

nav-i-gate (nav/i gat’) /‘nwvi,gcyt/ v., -gat-ed, -gat-ing. 
1. to move on, over, or through (water, air, or land) in a 
ship or aircraft: (~ + obj]: The ship easily navigated the 
river. [no obj): The ship could navigate through the 
marshes at high tide. 2. to direct or manage (a ship, air- 
craft, spacecraft, etc.) on its course: [~ + obj]: The pilot 
navigated the plane through the snowstorm. (no obj): to 
navigate in the snow and cold. 3. to walk or find one’s 
way on, in, or across: [~ + obj]: It was hard to navigate 
the stairs in the dark. [no obj): Do you think you can nav- 
igate through the downtown area safely? See -Nav-. 

naveiega-tion (nav/i ga/shan) /navi'geyfon/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act or process of navigating. 2. the art or 
science of directing the course of a ship, aircraft, space- 
craft, etc. See -NaAv-. 

nav-iega-tor (nav/i ga/tar) /‘nevi,geytor/ n. [count] a 
person who navigates. See -Nav-. 

navy (na/ve) /'neyviy/ n., pl. -vies. 1. [count] the war- 
Ships and supplies used for fighting at sea, belonging to 
a country or ruler. 2. [noncount; often: the + Navy] the 
complete body of such warships, together with the peo- 
ple, equipment, etc., that make up the sea power of a 
nation: joined the Navy. 3. [noncount] Also, navy blue. 
dark blue in color. See -Nav-. 

na/vy bean’, n. [count] a small, white kidney bean. 

nay (na) /ney/ adv. 1. (used to contrast, correct, and 
emphasize a statement following another) and not only 
so but; only that but also; indeed: She has many good, 
nay, noble qualities. —n. [count] 2. a denial or refusal. 
3. a negative vote or voter: The vote is ten nays, one aye. 

nNay*Say-er (na/sa/or) /'ney,scyor/ n. [count] a person 
who by habit expresses negative or pessimistic views. 

Navzi (nat/sé, nat/-) /‘natsiy, 'næt-/ n., pl. -zis, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a member of the German fascist party that 
controlled Germany from 1933 to 1945 under Adolf Hit- 
ler. 2. [often: nazi] a person regarded as fascistic in 
views or behavior. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating 
to the Nazis. —Na/zism (nat/siz am, nat/-) /‘natsizam, 
‘nat-/ Na/zieism, n. (noncount] 

NB or N.B., an abbreviation of Latin nota bene: note 
well (look at this carefully). 

N-bomb (en/bom/) /‘en,bom/ 77. NEUTRON BOMB. 

n/c, an abbreviation of: no charge. 

NC, an abbreviation of: 1. no charge. 2. Also, N.C. North 
Carolina. 

NCO, an abbreviation of: noncommissioned officer. 

ND or N.D., an abbreviation of: North Dakota. 

N.Dak., an abbreviation of: North Dakota. 

NE, an abbreviation of: 1. Nebraska. 2. New England. 3. 
northeast. 4. northeastern. 

n.e., an abbreviation of: 1. northeast. 2. northeastern. 

Ne-an-der-thal (nē an/dər thô, nā an/dor tal’) 
/niy'wndor,Ool, ney'andar,tal/ adj. 1. Also, Ne-an-der-tal 
(nē an/dar tol’, -täl/) /niy'wndor,tol, -,tal/. of or relating 
to a now extinct human people of Europe and Asia who 
lived from around 100,000 B.C. to 40,000 B.C. 2. [often: 
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neanderthal crude; primitive. —n. [count] 3. a member 
of the Neanderthal people. 4. (often: neanderthal a per- 
son of crude or primitive behavior or mode of thought. 

neap (nép) /niyp/ adj. 1. designating those tides, midway 

between spring tides, that attain the least height. —n. 
[count] 2. neap tide. 

near (nér) /nior/ adv. and adj., -er, -est, prep., v. —adv. 
1. close in space or time: Come nearer. The wedding day 
was drawing near. 2. closely with respect to connection 
or similarity: a near-fatal accident. 3. almost; nearly: He 
was near dead from cold. —adj. 4. being close by in 
space or time: the near fields; the near fiture. 5. being 
the lesser in distance: the near side of the moon. 6. [be- 
fore a noun] closely related or connected, as in a family: 
near relatives. 7. [before a noin)](used to describe some- 
thing that is almost the same as something else, the dif- 
ference between them being narrow or close): That was a 
near miss; the bullets flew just inches over our heads. 
—prep. [(~ + to)] 8. at, to, or within a short distance 
from: regions near (to) the equator. 9. Close to in time: 
Lets meet again near the beginning of the year. 10. 
close to a condition, state, action, or amount; close in re- 
lationship: She came near to hitting him. —v. 11. to 
come or draw near; approach: [~ + obj): The boat 
neared the dock. [no obj]: Storm clouds neared. 
—Idiom. 12. near at hand, a. close in space; in the 
immediate area. b. soon; in the near future: The end was 
near at hand. 13. nowhere near, not nearly: The car is 
nowhere near big enough for all of us. —near/ness, n. 
[noncount] 

near-by (nér/bi’) /‘ntor'bay/ adj. 1. close at hand; next 
to; neighboring; adjacent: This drug can be bought at 
your nearby pharmacy. —adv. 2. in the area close by: 
The race was held nearby. 

nearely (nér/lé) /‘niorliy/ adv. 1. all but; almost: a plan 
very nearly like our own. 2. not far from: a nearly perfect 
likeness. 

near-sight-ed (nér/si’tid, -si/-) /‘ntor,saytid, -'say-/ adj. 
able to see clearly at a short distance only; myopic. 
—near/sight/ed-ly, adv. —near/sight’ed-ness, n. 
[noncomnt) 

neat (nét) /niyt/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. in a pleas- 
ingly orderly and clean condition: a neat room. 2. having 
a trim and graceful appearance, shape, style, etc.: a neat 
figure. 3. cleverly effective; skillful; adroit: a neat solution 
to the problem. 4. Slang. great; wonderful; fine: What a 
neat car! 5. (of alcoholic drinks) with no ice or water 
added or any other liquid mixed. —neat/ly, adv. 
—neat/ness, n. [nonconnt ] 

neath or 'neath (nēth, néth) /niyð, niyð/ prep. Chiefly 
Literary. BENEATH. 

Neb., an abbreviation of: Nebraska. 

Nebr., an abbreviation of: Nebraska. 

neb-uela (neb/ya lə) /'nebyələ/ n. [count], pl. -lae (-lē/, 
-li/) /-,liy, -,lay/ -las. a cloud of gas and dust in outer 
space between stars. —neb/uslar, adj. 

neb-u-lous (neb/ya las) /'nebyalos/ adj. 1. hazy, vague, 
unclear, indistinct, or confused: his nebulous theories 
that couldn't easily be explained or defended. 2. of or re- 
sembling a nebula or nebulae. 

-nec-, root. -nec- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “tie; weave; bind together.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ANNEX, CONNECT, DISCONNECT, IN- 
TERCONNECT, NEXUS. 

nec-es-sareiely (nes’/a sar/a lē, -ser’-) /,neso'searaliy, 
-‘ser-/ adv. 1. by or of necessity: You don't necessarily 
have to attend. 2. as a necessary or logical result; una- 
voidably; inevitably: That conclusion doesn't necessarily 
follow. 
nec-es-Sar-y (nes/a ser/é) /'neso,seriy/ adj. essential; 
needed; unavoidable: a small but necessary Change in 
our plans. {It + be + ~ + that clause]: It is necessary 
that you stay until the end of the meeting. [It + be + ~( 
+ for + obj) + to + verb): It isn't necessary (for you) to 
stay. — Related Words. necessary is an adjective, NE- 
CESSITY iS a noun, NECESSITATE is a verb: He carried only 
what was necessary for survival. He carried a few necessi- 
ties with him. The invasion necessitates a quick response 
on our part. 
ne-ces-si-tate (no ses/i tat’) /no'sesi,teyt/ v., -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. to make necessary: [~ + obj]: These com- 
ments don't necessitate a respouse. [~ + verb-ing]: The 
extra guests necessitated our taking two cars. 
ne-cesesi-ty (no ses/i tē) /no'sesitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] something necessary: The poor lacked food, 
shelter, and other necessities of life. 2. [rioncount) the 
fact of being necessary or needed; indispensability: the 
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necessity of adequate housing. 3. [count] requirement; 
need: a necessity for a quick decision. 4. [noncount) an 
unavoidable need to do something: not by choice but by 
necessity. —Idiom. 5. of necessity, unavoidably; nec- 
essarily: The report we wrote was of necessity rushed and 
full of errors. 

neck (nek) /nek/ n. [count] 1. the part of the body that 
connects the head and the trunk. 2. the part of a gar- 
ment around, partly covering, or closest to the neck; 
neckline: a blouse with a low neck. 3. a slender part that 
resembles a neck: a bottle with a narrow neck; a guitar 
with a slender neck. 4. a narrow strip of land, or a chan- 
nel for water. —v. [no obj) 5. Informal. to engage in kiss- 
ing and caressing. —Idiom. 6. neck and neck, just 
even or very close: The candidates were neck and neck 
in the polls. 7. neck of the woods, neighborhood or 
surrounding area: /n his neck of the woods he was con- 
sidered a good salesman. 8. stick one’s neck out, [no 
obj] tnformal. to make oneself vulnerable by taking a 
risk: willing to stick his neck out if it meant saving his 
friends. 

neck-er-chief (nekar chif, -chéf”) /‘nekortfif, -,tfiyf/ n. 
[count] a cloth worn around the neck. 

neck-lace (nek/lis) /‘neklis/ n. [count] a piece of jewelry 
worn around the neck, as a string of pearls. 

neckeline (nek/lin’) /‘nek,layn/ n. [cont] the opening at 
the neck of a garment. 

neck-tie (nek’ti’) /‘nek,tay/ n. [count] a band of decora- 
tive fabric worn around the neck under the collar and 
knotted in front with the ends hanging down. 

necerosman-cy (nek/ra man/sé) /'nekro,mensiy/ n. 
[nonconnt) magic, esp. evil magic practiced by a witch or 
sorcerer. —nec’ro-man/cer, n. [count] 

ne-crop-os¢lis (na krop/a lis) /na'kropolis/ n. [count], pl. 
-lisees. a cemetery, esp. one of large size and of an an- 
cient city. See -POLIs-. 

ne-croesis (nə krd/sis) /no'krowsis/ n. [noncount) death 
of a certain portion of animal or plant tissue. —ne-crot- 
ic (nə krot7ik) /na'krotik/ adj. 

nece-tar (nek/tar) /'nektor/ n. [noncount] 1. the sweet 
liquid of a plant that attracts the bees, insects, or birds 
that pollinate the flower. 2. (in Greek myth) the life-giving 
drink of the gods. 3. any delicious drink. 

nec-tar-ine (nek’ta rén’, nek/ta rén/) /,nekto'riyn, 'nek- 
to,riyn/ n. [count] a variety of peach having a smooth, 
shiny skin. 

née or nee (na) /ney/ adj. (used to introduce the maiden 
name of a married woman) born with the name of: Mrs. 
Jones, née Berg. 

need (néd) /niyd/ n., v., auxiliary v., pres. sing. 3rd pers. 
need. —n. 1. [cownt] a necessary duty or obligation: 
There is no need to go there. 2. [count] a lack of some- 
thing wanted or necessary: the needs of the poor. 3. 
[noncount] urgent want: They have need of your charity. 
4. [noncomnt] a situation or time of difficulty: to help a 
friend in need. 5. [noncount] great or extreme poverty: 
The family's need is acute. —v. [not: be + ~-ing] ©. to 
have need of; require: [~ + obj]: Fish need water. [~ + 
verb-ing]: The lawn needed mowing. [~ + to + verb]: 
You need to mow the lawn. [~ + obj + to + verb]: Do 
you need ine to help with the dishes? —anixiliary v. [~ + 
root form of a verb] 7. [with a negative word or phrase, 
or in a question] (used to express an obligation or neces- 
sity of the action of the main verb): Need / say more? (= 
Should | say more?) You needn't drive so fast. 
—Idiom. 8. if need be, should the necessity come 
about: We'll simply buy more if need be. —Related 
Words. neen is a verb and a noun, NEEDY is an adjective: / 
need a few good soldiers to volunteer. His needs are 
simple: food, clothing, and shelter. The organization 
helps needy people. 

need-ful (néd/fal) /‘niydfal/ adj. necessary or required: a 
needful hurry. [H + be + ~(+ for + obj) + to + verb): 
it's needful for us to hurry. 

nee-dle (néd/l) /‘niydl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
1. a small, rodlike instrument, usually of steel, with a 
sharp point at one end and a hole for thread at the other 
end, used for passing thread through cloth to make 
stitches in sewing. 2. any of various related, usually 
larger, instruments for making stitches, as a knitting nee- 
dle. 3. Med. a hypodermic needle. 4. any long, thin, 
pointed object that resembles a needle, as a stylus used 
in engraving and etching, or a thin leaf of a pine tree. 5. 
the needle, [singular] Informal. teasing remarks: They 
gave him the needle after he tripped over his girlfriend's 
feet while dancing. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to sew or pierce 
with or as if with a needle. 7. /nformal. a. to prod or per- 
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suade (someone) to a certain action: We needled her into 
going with us. b. to tease; make fun of: His friends nec- 
dled him about his bad driving. 

nee-dle-point (néd/I point’) /‘niydl,poynt/ n. [noncount] 
1. embroidery done on canvas. —adj. 2. done in needle- 
point: a needlepoint cushion. 

need-less (néd/lis) /'niydlis/ adj. 1. unnecessary: a 
needless waste of food. —Idiom. 2. needless to say, 
(used to emphasize that what is about to be said is clear 
and obvious): We played the charnpions and, needless to 
Say, lost again. —need/less-ly, adv. —need/less-ness, 
n. [noncournt]) 

nee-dle-work (néd/I wirk’) /‘niydl,wark/ n. [noncount) 
the art, process, or product of working with a needle, 
esp. in embroidery, needlepoint, sewing, tapestry, quilt- 
ing, etc. 

needen’t (néd/nt) /‘niydnt/ a contraction of need not. 

need-y (né/dé) /'niydiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est, n. —adj. 1. 
poor; destitute: donations to help needy familics. —n. 2. 
the needy, [plurali] needy persons thought of as a 
group. —need/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

ne'er (nar) /neor/ adv. Literary. never. 

ne’er’-do-well’, n. [count] 1. an idle, worthless person. 
—adj. 2. worthless; good-for-nothing. 

ne-farsicous (ni far’é as) /nt'feoriyas/ adj. extremely 
wicked, evil, or villainous: a nefarious plot. —ne-far/i- 
ousely, adv. —ne-far/i-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

“neg-, root. -neg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “deny; nothing.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ABNEGATE, ABNEGATION, NEGATE, NEGATION, NEGA- 
TIVE, NEGLECT, NEGLIGEE, NEGLIGENCE, NEGLIGENT, NEGLIGIBLE, 
RENEGADE, RENEGE. 

ne-gate (ni gat”, neg/at) /ni'gcyt, 'negceyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. 1. to deny the existence, evidence, or 
truth of (something): negated our beliefs. 2. to cause to 
be ineffective or useless: He negated all attempts to help. 
See -NEG-. 

ne-gastion (ni gā/shən) /ni'gcyfon/ n. 1. the act of de- 
nying: [Noncount): shook his head in negation. (count): a 
negation of one’s former beliefs. 2. (count; usually singu- 
far) the absence or opposite of something considered 
positive or affirmative: Darkness is the negation of light. 
3. [count] a negative statement, idea, concept, doctrine, 
etc.; a contradiction: A negation of the staternent “It is 
raining” is the statement “It is not the case that it is rain- 
ing.” See -NEG-. 
neg-astive (neg/a tiv) /‘negatrv/ adj. 1. expressing, con- 
taining, or suggesting the word “no” or “not;” expressing 
denial: a negative response to the question; Negative 
words in English inchide nobody, nor, and nothing. 2. 
refusing Consent or permission: a negative reply to my 
request. 3. showing an attitude of refusal; unwilling: a 
negative attitude about Cooperating. 4. unfavorable: neg- 
ative criticism. 5. lacking positive qualities: a negative 
advertising campaign. 6. being without rewards or 
results: A search for drugs proved negative. 7. Math. a. 
involving or noting subtraction; minus. b. measured or 
proceeding in the direction opposite to positive; less than 
zero. 8. Photography. being an image in which the light- 
est areas are shown as the darkest. 9. of or relating to 
the electric charge of a body that has more electrons, 
having lower potential and drawing the flow of current. 
10. Med. failing to show a positive result in a diagnostic 
test: The test results were negative, which meant that she 
didn't have the disease. —n. [count] 11. a negative state- 
ment, answer, word, gesture, etc.: to answer a request 
with a negative; Words such as no, not, nor, and nobody 
are negatives. See IN THE NEGATIVE below. 12. the nega- 
tive form of a statement: The negative of the clause | am 
running is | am not running. 13. one or more persons 
arguing against a statement in a formal debate, esp. a 
team arguing this way. Compare AFFIRMATIVE. 14. a nega- 
tive quality or characteristic: a plan with only one nega- 
five. 15. Math. a. a minus sign. b. a negative amount or 
symbot. 16. Photography. a negative image, as on a film, 
used chiefly for making positives. —interj. 17. (used of- 
ten in official situations, to indicate disagreement, denial 
of permission, etc., esp. aS a response); no: “You won't 
come with us?” “Negative.” —Idiom. 18. in the nega- 
tive, in the form of a negative response: to answer in the 
negative. —neg/a-tive-ly, adv. —neg/a-tive-ness, neg. 
activeiety (nega tiv/i tē) /,negoa'tivitiy/ n. [noncount] See 
-NEG-. 
neg:-astiv-ism (neg/a ti viz’am) /‘negoti,vizom/ n. [non- 
count) a negative attitude; a way of thinking that expects 
the worst. See -NEG-. 
ne-glect (ni glekt’) /m'glekt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to pay no 
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attention or too little attention to: They neglected their 
children. 2. [~ + obj) to fail to give enough care to: She 
neglected her Nealth. 3. to fail to carry out or perform: 
[~ + obj]: to neglect the houseliotd chores. [~ + to + 
verb): He neglected to answer your invitation —n. (non- 
count) 4. an act or instance of neglecting; negligence: 
The neglect of the property was shameful. 5. the fact or 
State of being neglected: a house left in total neglect. 
—ne-glect/ful, adj.: neglectful of her duties. —ne-+ 
glect/ful-ly, adv. See -LeG-, -NEG-. 

neg-ligee or negeli-gée (neg/li zha/, neg/li_ zha/) 
/negh'zey, 'negli,3zey/ n. [count], pl. -gees or -gées. a 
woman's loose, sheer dressing gown. See -LEG-, -NEG-. 

negligence (neg/li jans) /'neglidzəns/ m. (noncount) 
the quality or state of being negligent: negligence in do- 
ing one’s duties. See -LEG-, -NEG-. 

neg-li-gent (neg/li jant) /‘neghd3ant/ adj. 1. guilty of or 
characterized by neglect, as of duty: negligent officials. 2. 
careless and indifferent; offhand: He gave a negligent 
shrug of unconcern. —neg/li-gent-ly, adv. See -LEG-, 
-NEG-. 

negligible (neg/li ja bal) /‘neglidzobal/ adj. so small 
or unimportant as to be safely disregarded or ignored: 
negligible expenses. See -LEG-, -NEG-. 

ne-gorti-aeble (ni gō/shē ə bəl, -sha bəl) 
/m'gowfiyobəl, -fəbəl/ adj. 1. capable of being dis- 
cussed, argued about, bargained over, or negotiated: 
Most of their demands are not negotiable. 2. (esp. of se- 
curities) that can be transferred or exchanged for money: 
negotiable stocks and bonds. 3. that can be easily or 
safely crossed or traveled on: negotiable roads. —n. 
[count] 4. negotiables, [plural] negotiable securities. 
—ne-gorti-a-bil-itty (ni gō/shē ə bii tē, -shə bil-) 
/m,gowfiya'brhtiy, -fo,bil-/ n. lnoncount) 

ne-go-ti-ate (ni gō/shē at’) /ni'gowfiy,cyt/ v., -ateed, 
-at-ing. 1. to deal, discuss, argue, or bargain with an- 
other or others, as in working out the terms of a con- 
tract: [no obj): The union is negotiating with manage- 
ment. [~ + obj): to negotiate a better deal. 2. [~ + obj] 
to move through, around, or over in an effective, correct, 
or safe way: The car had trouble negotiating sharp 
curves. 

ne-gosti-a-tion (ni gō/shē ā/shən, -SĒ-) 
/m, gowfiy'eyfon, -siy-/ n. discussion, argument, or bar- 
gaining with others in search of an agreement: [non- 
count): The contract is under negotiation. (count; usually 
plhiral\; negotiations to reach a settlement. 

ne-gorti-a-tor (ni gō/shē ā’tər, -sé-) /nt'gowfiy,cytar, 
-siy-/ n. [Count] a person who takes part in negotiations. 

Negress (né/gris) /‘niygris/ n. [count] Usually Offensive. 
a black woman or girl. 

Neg-ri-tude (neqg/ri toad’, -tyood’, né/qri-) /‘negri,tuwd, 
-tyuwd, ‘niygri-/ n. [noncount; sometimes: negritude) 
pride taken by black people in their historical, cultural, 
and physical heritage. 

Ne-gro (né/grd) /‘niygrow/ adj., n, pl. -groes. —adj. 1. 
characteristic of one of the traditional racial divisions of 
humankind, the people of which generally have brown to 
black skin, dark eyes, and woolly or crisp hair; including 
esp. the peoples who first lived in sub-Saharan Africa. 
—n. [count] 2. a member of the peoples traditionally 
classified as the Negro race. —Usage. See stack. 

Ne-groid (né/groid) /‘niygroyd/ adj. .1. of, relating to, or 
characteristic of the people traditionally classified as the 
Negro race. —n. [count] 2. a member of such peoples. 

neigh (na) /ney/ n. [count] 1. the high-pitched, snorting 
sound of a horse. —v. [no obj] 2. to make such a sound. 

neigh-bor (na/bar) /'ncybar/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
lives near another. 2. a person or thing that is near or 
next to another: Canada, America’s neighbor to the 
North. 3. one’s fellow human being: The golden rule asks 
that we love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 4. 
(once frequently used informally as a term of address, 
esp. in greeting a stranger): Howdy, neighbor. —adj. (be- 
fore a noun) 5. located near or tiving near another: The 
two neighbor nations were constantly at war. —v. 6. to 
live or be situated near to; adjoin: [~ + on + obj]: The 
two nations neighbored on cach other. [~ + obj): They 
neighbored each other. Also, esp. Brit., neigh’bour. 
neigh-bor-hood (na/ber hddd’) /'neybar,hud/ n. [count] 
1. the area or region around or near some place or 
thing; vicinity: This is a safe neighborhood. 2. a number 
of persons living in a particular area or place: The whole 
neighborhood showed up for the funeral. —adj. [before 
a noun] 3. in, of, located in, or relating to a particular 
area where people live: the neighborhood council. 
—Idiom. 4. in the neighborhood of, approximately; 
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nearly; about: The job will pay in the neighborhood of six 
thousand dollars. 

neigh-bor-ing (na/bar ing) /'‘neyborin/ adj. [before a 
noun] near; close to; nearby: a neighboring village. 

neigh-bor-ly (na/bar lē) /'neybərliy/ adj. having or 
showing qualities of a good neighbor; friendly; helpful to 
neighbors: Helping them out was a neighborly thing to 
do. —neigh/bor-li-ness, n. [noncount) 

nei-ther (né/ther, ni7-) /‘niydor, 'nay-/ conj. 1. [~ + 
phrase + nor + phrase] (used before a noun or phrase 
and combined with the word nor and another noun or 
phrase) not either, (in reference to the noun or phrase 
mentioned): Neither John nor Betty is at home; both 
have gone shopping. 2. (used after a negative phrase or 
clause; the subject and verb after it are reversed) nor; 
nor yet; no more: He can't be there; neither can l. —adj. 
[before a noun] 3. not either; not the one or the other: 
We'll take neither path; instead, we'll rest under this tree. 
—pron. [nsually considered singular and used with a sin- 
gular verb] 4. not either; not one person or thing or the 
other: Neither is to be trusted. Neither of the keys fits the 


lock. —Idiom. 5. neither here nor there, not impor- 
tant or relevant: Whether they corne is neither here nor 
there; what matters is that we invite them. —Usage. 


The expected and strict rule for subject-verb agreement 
for two nouns joined by NEITHER followed by NOR as a con- 
junction is that the noun closer to the verb decides the 
agreement pattern: Neither the mayor nor the council 
members are willing to give in on the issue. Neither the 
council rnembers nor the mayor is willing to give in on 
the issue. When NEITHER iS used as a pronoun, strict us- 
age demands that the verb following it be singular: Nei- 
ther is likely to succeed. 

nel-son (nel’san) /'nelson/ n. [count] a wrestling hold in 
which pressure is applied to the head, back of the neck, 
and one or both arms of the opponent. 

nem-e-sis (nemə sis) /'nemasts/ n. [count], pi. -ses 
(-séz’) /-,siyz/. 1. a source or cause of harm or failure: 
The driving test was her nemesis; she failed it repeatedly. 
2. an opponent or rival that cannot be overcome: That 
pitcher was our tearn’s nemesis; every time he faced us 
we lost. 3. an agent of punishment for wrongdoing. 

neo-, prefix. neo- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “new.” It has come to mean “new, recent, re- 
vived, changed”: neo- + colonialisrm 7 neocolonialism 
= colonialism that has been revived); neo- + -lithic ~ 

neolithic (= of a recent Stone Age). Also, esp. before a 
vowel, ne-. 

ne-o-clas-sic (n@/o klas/ik) /;ntyow'klestk/ also neo. 
clas/si-cal, adj. of, relating to, or naming revival or 
slight changing of ancient classical styles, forms, 
principles, etc., as in art, literature, music, or architec- 
ture. —ne-o-clas:siccism (né/6 klas/a siz/am) /,ni- 
yow'klesa,sizom/ n. (noncount) 

neocolonialism (né’“O ka lō/nē ə liz/əm) /,ni- 
yowkoa'lowniya,lizam/ n. [noncount] a policy by which a 
nation exerts political and economic control over a less 
powerful independent nation or region. 

Ne-o-lithsic (né/a lith/ik) /,niya'liOik/ adj. [often: neo- 
lithic] of, naming, or characteristic of the last phase of 
the Stone Age, commonly thought to have begun c9000- 
8000 B.C. in the Middle East, when people used stone 
tools and began to form villages and raise crops. Com- 
pare MESOLITHIC, PALEOLITHIC. See -LITH-. 

ne-ol-o-gism (nē ol/a jiz’am) /niy'nla,d3izom/ n. [count] 
a new word or phrase or an existing word used in a new 
sense: Some neologisrs have entered the language 
fromm computers, such as the word mouse imeaning 
“pointing device.” See -Loc-. 

ne-on (né/on) /'niyon/ n. [noncount] 1. a colorless, 
odorless gas used in a type of electrical lamp. 2. a sign 
or advertising sign formed from a type of electrical lamp 
containing neon: His naine was in neon everywhere in 
the theater district. 

ne-o-nate (né/a nat’) /'niyo,neyt/ n. [count] a newborn 
child, or one in its first 28 days. —ne-orna-tal (né/a- 
nat/l) /niya'neytl/ adj.: neonatal care. See -NAT-. 

ne-o-phyte (né/a fit’) /‘niyafuyt/ n. [count] someone 
just learning an activity, occupation, etc.: She was a neo- 
phyte in politics. 

ne-o-plasm (né/a plaz/am) /'niyo,plezon/ n. [count] a 
new growth of abnormal tissue; tumor. 

neph-ew (nef/yoo) /'‘nefyuw/ n. [count] 1. a son of one’s 
brother or sister. 2. a son of one’s spouse’s brother or 
sister. 

ne-phri-tis (na friftis) /na'fraytis/ a. [oncount) disease 
of the kidneys. ~ne»phrit/ic (na frit7ik) /na'fritik/ adj. 
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nep-o-tism (nep’a tiz’em) /'nepə,tizom/ n. (noncount) 
favoritism based on family relationship: He was accused 
of nepotisin when he hired his daughter as vice presi- 
dent. —nep/o-tist, n. [count] 

nerd (nurd) /n3rd/ n. [count] Slang. a socially backward 
person, esp. one preoccupied with intellectual matters or 
with technology: a computer nerd. —nerd/y, adj., -i-er, 
-iest: She thought the boy's glasses were nerdy. 

nerve (nirv) /nsrv/ n., v, nerved, nerveing. —n. 1. 
[count] one or more bundles of long, thin fibers forming 
part of a system that carries messages Of feeling, motion, 
etc., between the brain or spinal cord and other parts of 
the body. 2. [noncount]) courage under difficult 
circumstances: It took nerve to enter the burning build- 
ing. 3. [noncount] boldness; impudent behavior: You 
have a lot of nerve, insulting us like that. 4. nerves, 
[plural] nervousness: a bad attack of nerves. 5. nerves, 
[plural ability to remain calm: The noise of the battle 
had left his nerves shot. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to give 
strength, life, or courage to: He nerved himself for the at- 
tack. —Idiom. 7. get on someone's nerves, to irritate 
or annoy someone. —Related Words. Nerve is a noun, 
NERVOUS and NERVY are adjectives: You kave a lot of 
nerve. He was nervous before the test. That was a nervy 
thing to say to your parents. 

nerve’ cell’, n. NEURON. 

nerve’ cen/’ter, n. [count] a source of information, 
control, or activity: City hall was the nerve center of the 
town. 

nerve’ gas’, n. [noncount] a poison gas that interferes 
with the sending and receiving of nerve messages and 
with breathing, used as a chemical weapon. 

nerve-less (nurv/lis) /‘narvlis/ adj. 1. without nervous- 
ness; calm: She stood nerveless and unafraid. 2. lacking 
strength, feeling, or power; weak: nerveless limbs that no 
longer supported him. 3. lacking courage. —nerve/- 
less-ly, adv. —nerve/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

nerve/-rack/ing or nerve/-wrack/ing, adj. produc- 
ing great anxiety, tension, or irritation: Driving with him 
was a nerve-racking experience. [It + be + ~ + lo + 
verb]: It was nerve-racking to wait for the news. 

nerv-ous (ntir/vas) /'n3rvas/ adj. 1. [be + ~J very un- 
easy or apprehensive; fearful; timid: Hes very nervous 
about the results of the election. 2. highly excitable or 
upset; jumpy: a nervous crowd. 3. [before a noun] of, re- 
lating to, or affecting the nerves: a nervous disease. 4. 
[before a noun] suffering from, characterized by, or com- 
ing from a condition of disordered nerves that affects 
one’s thinking or emotional state: been under a nervous 
strain. 5. [before a noun) bringing, caused by, or having 
sharp uneasiness or worry: a nervous mornent of antici- 
pation. —nerv/ous-ly, adv. —nerv/ous-ness, 1. [non- 
count) 

nerv/ous break/down, n. [count] a severe but unspe- 
cific mental or emotional disorder. 

nerv’ous sys’tem, n. [count] the system of nerve 
cells, chemicals, and structures that work to receive mes- 
sages from outside the body, and in sending messages 
that result in movement and other responses, including 
the brain, spinal cord, and nerves. 

nervey (nûr/vē) /'narviy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. brash; 
pushy: a nervy request for a free ticket. 2. having or 
showing courage. —nerveirly (nůr/və lē) /'narvaliy/ adv. 
—nerv/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

-ness, suffix. -ness is attached to adjectives and verbs 
ending in -ing or -ed/-en to form nouns that refer to the 
quality or state of the adjective or verb: dark + -ness ~ 
darkness; prepared + -ness ~ preparedness (= a State 
of being prepared). 

nest (nest) /nest/ n. [count] 1. a bowl-shaped or pocket- 
like structure, often of twigs, grasses, and mud, prepared 
by a bird for holding eggs until they hatch and for caring 
for young. 2. any structure or shelter used for keeping 
eggs and raising young: a wasps’ nest. 3. a snug retreat; 
refuge. 4. a set of items that fit close together or one 
within another: a nest of tables. 5. a place where some- 
thing bad is kept or grows: a nest of thieves. —v. 6. [no 
obj] to build or have a nest: Many birds nest in trees. 7. 
to fit together or one within another: [no obj): The plastic 
bowls nest for storage. [~ + obj): You can nest one bowl 
within another. 

nest’ egg’, n. [count] money saved and held as a re- 
serve for emergencies, retirement, etc. 

nes-tle (nes/al) /‘nesol/ v., -tled, -tling. 1. to lie close 
and snug; snuggle; cuddle: [no obj): They were nestling 
in bed. [~ + obj]: She nestled herself in the chair. 2. [no 
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obj] to be located in a sheltered spot: a cottage nestling 
in a grove Of leafy trees. 

nest-ling (nest/ling, nes/ling) /‘nestlin, ‘neslin/ n. 
[count] 1. a bird too young to leave the nest. 2. a young 
child or infant. 

net’ (net) /net/ n., v, netted, netting. —n. 1. [non- 
count) a fabric made up of evenly sized open mesh: 
curtains of net. 2. [count] a bag or other piece of such 
meshed fabric, for catching fish or other animals: a but- 
terfly net. 3. [count] a piece of net designed for another 
specific purpose, as to divide a court in racket games, or 
to protect against insects. 4. [count] the goal in hockey 
or soccer. 5. [count] a computer or teleconimunications 
network. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to take with a net: to net fish. 
7. to catch: The police netted one of the criminals trying 
to escape. 8. (in racket games) to hit (the ball) into the 
net. 

net? (net) /net/ adj., n, v., net-ted, netting. —adj. 1. (of 
an amount of money) remaining after nothing further 
needs to be subtracted or allowed for (opposed to gross): 
[before a noun): net price; net earnings. [after a noun): 
earned $200 net. 2. [before a noun) final; ultimate; after 
all events have taken place: a net result. 3. (of weight) 
after deducting the amount of weight for the container or 
wrapping: [before a noun): The net weight is six grams. 
[after a noun): weighs six grams net. —n. [count; usually 
singular) 4. net income, profit, etc. (opposed to gross): 
What's your net after taxes? —v. [~ + obj] 5. to gain or 
produce as Clear profit: netted over $150 million. 

nether (neth/ər) /'nedar/ adj. [before a noun) 1. lying 
beneath the earth’s surface: the nether regions. 2. lower 
or under: his nether lip. 

Neth-er-land-er (neth’ar lan/dar, -lan-) /'neQar,lendor, 
-lan-/ n. [count] a person born or living in the Nether- 
lands. 

neth-er-most (neth’ar mōst, 
-məst/ adj. lowest; farthest down. 

net-ting (net/ing) /‘netin/ n. [poncount] net fabric. 

net-tle (neti) /‘netl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. (count) 1. a 
plant covered with stinging hairs. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to ir- 
ritate; annoy: nettled by the criticisms. 

net-tle-some (net/l sam) /'netlsam/ adj. causing irrita- 
tion or annoyance: nettlesome problems. 

net-work (net/wiirk’) /'net,wsrk/ n. [count] 1. any com- 
bination of interconnecting pieces, strings, lines, pas- 
sages, etc.: a network Of veins. 2. a. a group of radio or 
television stations linked by wire or microwaves. b. a 
company or organization that provides the programs for 
these stations. 3. any system or group of interrelated or 
interconnected elements esp. over a large area: a net- 
work of supply depots. 4. a computer or telecommunica- 
tions system linked to permit exchange of information. 5. 
an association of individuals having a common interest 
and often providing mutual assistance, information, etc. 
—v. 6. [no obj] to engage in networking, so as to ad- 
vance, esp. one’s career. 7. [~ + obj] to link (comput- 
ers) in a network. —net/work/er, n. [count] 

net-work-ing (net/wir/king) /'‘net,warkin/ n. [noncount) 
1. the informal sharing of information and services 
among individuals or groups that have a common inter- 
est. 2. the design, establishment, or use of a computer 
network. 

neurral (nòór/əl, nyoor’-) /‘noral, 'nyur-/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to a nerve or the nervous system: 
neural connections. —neu/ralely, adv. 

neu-ral-gia (nò ral/ja, nydo-) /no'rældzə, nyu-/ n. [non- 
count) sharp pain along the length of a nerve. —neu- 
ral/gic, adj. See -atc-. 

neursas*the-niea (nddr’/as thē/nē ə, nyddr/-) /,;nur- 
əs'ĝiyniyə, ,nyur-/ n. [noncount) a pattern of fatigue, 
sleep disturbances, and long-lasting aches, often linked 
with depression. —neur-as-then-ic (ndd’as_ then/ik, 
nydor’-) /,noos'Oentk, ,nyor-/ adj. 
neurrietis (nò ri/tis, nydd-) /nu'raytis, nyu-/ n. [non- 
count) a nerve disorder, often marked by pain, numb- 
ness or tingling, or paralysis. —neurrit-ic (noo rit/ik, 
nyoo-) /nu'rittk, nyu-/ adj. 

neuro-, prefix. neuro- comes fom Greek, where it has 
the meaning “nerve, nerves.” Its meaning now includes 
“nervous system,” and this meaning is found in such 
words as: neurology, neurotic. 
neu-rol-o-gy (noo rola jé, nydo-) /no'rolad3iy, nyo-/ n. 
[noncount] the branch of medicine dealing with the nerv- 
ous system. —neurro-log:i-cal (ndor ə loj/i kəl, nydor-) 
/nora'Ind3ikal, nyor-/ adj. —neu/ro-log/i-cal-ly, adv. 
—neu-rol/o-gist, n. [count] 
neuron (nddr’on, nyòór/-) /'noron, 'nyor-/ n. [count] a 
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special cell in the body that is capable of sending along 
messages that represent feelings, commands to muscles, 
etc. Also called nerve cell. Also, esp. Brit., neu-rone 
(noor7on, nydor’-) /'norown, 'nyor-/. —neu-roneal (nòór/- 
ə nl, nyòór/-, nòó rōn/l, nyd6-) /'norən|, 'nyor-, no'rownl, 
nyu-/ adj. 

neurro-sis (nod rō/sis, nydd-) /nu'rowsis, nyu-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ses (-Séz) /-siyz/. a disorder of the mind in 
which feelings of anxiety, fears, obsessions, etc., may oc- 
cur in various degrees and patterns and control the per- 
sonality. 

newrot-ic (nò rotik, nydo-) /no'rntik, nyw-/ adj. 1. of, 
relating to, or showing the characteristics of neurosis: a 
neurotic personality. —n. [Count] 2. a neurotic person. 
—neu-rot/iceal-ly, adv. —neu-rot:i-cism (nò rot/a siz/- 
am, nyoo-) /nu'rnota,sizam, nyu-/ n. [noncount) 

neurter (noo/tar, nyoo’-) /‘nuwtar, 'nyuw-/ adj. 1. of, re- 
lating to, or being a grammatical gender that refers to 
things classed as neither masculine nor feminine: /n 
Latin nouns may be masculine, feminine, or neuter in 
gender. 2. Biology. having no or imperfectly developed 
Organs of reproduction: Worker bees are neuter. —n. 3. 
a. [noncount] the neuter gender. b. [count] a word or 
other linguistic form in or marking the neuter gender. 4. 
[count] an animal made sterile by having its organs of 
reproduction removed or altered. —v. [~ + obj]5. to re- 
move the organs of reproduction of (a dog, cat, etc.). 

neu-tral (no0/tral, nydo’-) /‘nuwtral, '‘nyuw-/ adj. 1. not 
taking part or giving assistance in a disagreement, dis- 
pute, or war between others: a neutral nation. 2. of no 
particular kind, characteristics, etc.: a neutral personality. 
3. (of a color or shade) having no hue; being black, gray, 
beige, or white in color. 4. (of particles) having no elec- 
tric charge. 5. being in the position or state of not being 
attached to wheels or of not providing moving power to 
another part: the neutral gear in a car's transmission. 
—n. 6. [count] a person or nation that is neutral: Sweden 
was a neutral during World War Il. 7. [noncount) a neu- 
tral gear. 8. [count] a neutral color. —neu/tralely, adv. 

neurtral-iety (noo tral/i tē, nyoo-) /nuw'trelitiy, nyuw-/ 
n. [noncount) 1. the state of being neutral. 2. the policy 
or status of a nation that remains neutral in a dispute. 

neu-tral-ize (noo/tra liz’, nyoo’-) /‘nuwtrd,layz, 'nyuw-/ 
v. [~ + obj], -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make neutral. 2. to 
make (something) have no or little effect; counteract; 
nullify: His campaign team tried to neutralize the bad ef- 
fects of the debate. —new-tral-i-za-tion (noo’tra li za/- 
shen, nydd/-) /,nuwtrali'zeyfon, ,nyu-/ n. [noncount] 
—neu’tral-iz’er, n. [count] 

neustrieno (nö tré/nd, nydo-) /nuw'triynow, nyuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. -nos. a subatomic particle with no mass or 
very littte mass, that is electrically neutral. 

neu-.tron (nötron, nyoo’-) /‘nuwtron, 'nyuw-/ n. [count] 
a particle found in the nucleus of most atoms, having no 
charge, and a mass slightly greater than that of a proton. 

neu/tron bomb/, n. [count] a nuclear weapon de- 
signed to release a powerful burst of neutrons and 
gamma rays, with a weaker blast wave than other nuclear 
bombs. 

Nev., an abbreviation of: Nevada. 

neveer (nev/ar) /'nevor/ adv. 1. not ever; at no time; not 
at any time: It never happened. He never knew what hit 
him. 2. not at all; absolutely not: This will never do. 
—Idiom. 3. never mind, don't bother; don’t concern 
yourself: Never mind about your mistake. 

nev-eremore (nev/ar mor’, -mōr/) /,nevar'mor, -'mowr/ 
adv. never again. 

never-nev/er land’, n. [noncount] an unreal, imagi- 
nary, or ideal state, condition, place, etc. 

nev-er-the-less (nev’ar tha les’) /,nevarda'les/ adv. 
nonetheless; notwithstanding; however; in spite of that: a 
small but nevertheless important improvement. 

new (nd6, nyoo) /nuw, nyuw/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. 
—adj. 1. of recent creation, production, purchase, etc.: a 
new book. 2. [before a noun] of a kind now existing or 
appearing for the first time; novel: a new concept of the 
universe. 3. [before a noun) having only lately become 
known, discovered, or invented: discovered a new comet. 
4. different from what one has had or seen: The space- 
craft explored new planetary worlds. 5. [before a noun] 
having lately or recently come to a place, position, status, 
etc.: a new baby. 6. [be + ~ + to) unaccustomed; just 
learning or beginning to know about: He was new to the 
job. 7. [before a noun) further; additional: new gains. 8. 
[before a noun) fresh or unused: a new sheet of paper. 
9. [before a noun] improved in physical or moral quality: 
Exercise made a new man of him. 10. [before a noun) 
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other than the former or the old: the beginning of a new 
era in politics. 11. [New] (of a language) in its latest 
known period, esp. as a living language at the present 
time: New High German. —adv. 12. (used with an adjec- 
tive or participle of a verb) recently; freshly: a new-found 
friend (= a friend who has recently been found). —n. 
[noncouut) 13. something that is new: Ring out the old, 
riug in the new. —new/ness, n. [noncount] 

New’ Age’, adj. 1. of or relating to a movement with a 
broad range of philosophies and practices having myste- 
rious, occult, Or paranormal aspects. 2. of or relating to 
a mild, easygoing style of instrumental music drawing on 
classical music, jazz, and rock. —n. [noncount] 3. New 
Age movement or music. 

new-born (noo/bérn’, nyoo’-) /'nuw'born, 'nyuw-/ adj., 
n., pl. -born, -borns. —adj. 1. recently or only just born. 
—n. [count] 2. a newborn infant. 

new-comer (no0’kun/er, nyoo’-) /'nuw,kamor, 'nyuw-/ 
n. [count] a person or thing that has recently arrived; 
new arrival. 

new-fan-gled (noo/fang’gald, -fang’-, nyoo’-) 
/nuw'faengold, -,faeg-, 'nyuw-/ adj. of a new kind or fash- 
ion: a newfangled contraption for peeling vegetables. 

new/-fash/ioned, adj. 1. made in a new style, fashion, 
etc. 2. up-to-date; modern. 

newely (nd0lé, nydo/-) /‘nuwliy, 'nyuw-/ adv. [often: be- 
fore the -ed/-en form of a verb] recently; lately: a newly 
arrived professor, the newly risen moon. 

new-ly-wed (noo/lé wed’, nyao/-) /'‘nuwliy,wed, ‘nyuw-/ 
n. [count] a person who has recently married. 

new’ moon’, n. [count usually singular] the moon 
when it is almost invisible or visible only as a slender 
crescent. 

news (ndo0z, nydoz) /nuwz, nyuwz/ n. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb) 1. a report of a recent event; infor- 
mation: to hear news of a relative. 2. [the + ~] a report 
on recent or new events in a newspaper Or magazine, or 
on radio or television: the six o'clock news. 3. such 
reports thought of as a group: good at his job of gather- 
ing news. 4. a person, event, etc., thought of as worth 
reporting: This scandal is news. 

news-boy (nooz/boi’, nydoz/-) /'‘nuwz,boy, 'nyuwz-/ n. 
[count] a person, typically a boy, who sells or delivers 
newspapers. 

news-cast (ndoz/kast’, nydoz/-) /'nuwz, kæst, 'nyuwz-/ 
n. [count] a broadcast of news on radio or television. 
—news/cast’er, n. [count] 
news-let-ter (nooz/let/ar, nyooz’/-) = /‘nuwz,letor, 
'nyuwz-/ n. [count] a printed report, usually issued at 
regular times by an organization or agency to present in- 
formation to employees, contributors, stockholders, or 
the public. 
newseman (nd6z/man’, -man, nydoz/-) /‘nuwz,men, 
-mon, 'nyuwz-/ n. [count], pl. -men. a person whose 
work is to gather and report news; a reporter or corre- 
spondent. 
news-pa-per (nooz/pa’per, nydoz/-, noos’-, nyoos/-) 
/‘nuwz,peypor, 'nyuwz-, 'nuws-, 'nyuws-/ n. 1. [count] a 
publication, usually issued daily or weekly and containing 
news, comments on the news, features, and advertising. 
See illustration at scHoot. 2. [count] a business organi- 
zation that prints and distributes such a publication. 3. 
[count] a single issue of such a publication: bought to- 
day's newspaper. 4. [noncount] the paper on which a 
newspaper is printed: wrapped the fish in newspaper. 
news/pa/per-man/ or -wom/an, n. [court], pi. -men 
or -wom-en. 1. a person working for a newspaper or 
wire service as a reporter, writer, or editor. 2. the owner 
or Operator of a newspaper or news Service. 
new:-speak (ndo’spék’, nydo’-) /'nuw,spiyk, 'nyuw-/ n. 
[Noncount; sometimes: Newspeak] a style of language 
using ambiguity, false or confusing statements, and con- 
tradictions: Newspeak was invented by the writer George 
Orwell in his novel t984. 
news-print (nooz/print’, nydoz/-) /'nuwz,print, 'nyuwz-/ 
n. [noncount] paper made mainly from wood pulp and 
used chiefly for newspapers. 
newsreel (nd0z/rél’, nydoz’-) /'nuwz,riyl, 'nyuwz-/ n. 
[count] a short motion picture giving recent news. 
newsstand = (ndoz/stand’, nyōoz/-) /'nuwz,stænd, 
‘nyuwz-/ n. [count] a stall or other place at which news- 
papers, often magazines, and sometimes candy and 
other items are sold. See illustration at TERMINAL. 
news-wor-thy (nooz/wiir’thé, nyooz’-) /‘nuwz,wardiy, 
'nyuwz-/ adj. of enough interest to be presented as 
news: a newsworthy event. news/wor’thi-ness, n. 
[noncount] 
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news.'y (noo/zé, nyoo’-) /'nuwziy, 'nyuw-/ adj., -iver, -ie 
est. full of news: wrote a long, newsy letter. 

newt (noot, nydot) /nuwt, nyuwt/ n. [count] a brightly 
colored salamander that can live on land and in water. 

New’ Tes/tament, n. (proper noun; often: the + ~] 
the collection of the books of the Christian Bible, focus- 
ing on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and his dis- 
ciples. 

new’ wave’, n. [count] 1. a movement, esp. in art, lit- 
erature, or politics, that breaks with traditional values, 
techniques, or the like. 2. [often: New Wave] a. a move- 
ment in filmmaking that started in France in the 1950's. 
b. the members of this movement. 

new’ year’, n. 1. (count; singular; usually: the + ~ 
the year approaching or newly begun. 2. [noncount; New 
Year] a. New Year’s Day. b. the first few days of any year. 
c. RoSH HASHANAH. 

New’ Year’s’ Day’, n. (proper noun; no article] Jan- 
uary 1, a day celebrated as a holiday in many countries. 
New’ Year's’ Eve’, n. (proper noun; no article] the 

night of December 31. 

New Zea-land-er (ndo’ zé/land ər, nyoo’) /,;nuw ,ztylo- 
ndor, ,nyuw/ n. [count] a person born or living in New 
Zealand. 

next (nekst) /nekst/ adj. 1. immediately following in 
time, order, importance, etc.: the next day; the next flight 
for the Bahamas. 2. [before a noun; usually: the + ~] 
nearest or closest in place or position: She lived in the 
next house over. —adv. 3. in the place, time, order, etc., 
nearest or immediately following: We're going to London 
next. 4. on the first occasion to follow: When next we 
meet. 5. [before an adjective] having more (of some 
quality) than all others except one: /f we can't go swim- 
ming, the next best thing would be to walk on the beach. 
—Idiom. 6. next door to, close to or near to another; 
adjacent to: She lived next door to us for five years. 7. 
next to, a. near or close to: Sit next to me. b. almost; 
nearly: Climbing that mountain was next to impossible. 
c. aside from: Next to me, you're the best. 

next-door (adv. neks/d6r’, -dōr/, nekst/-; adj. -dôr’, 
-d6r’) / adv. 'neks'dor, -'dowr, 'nekst-; adj. -,dor, -,dowr/ 
adv. 1. Also, next’ door’. to, at, or in the next house, 
building, apartment, etc.: They live next door. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. located or living in the next house, build- 
ing, apartment, etc.: next-door neighbors. 

next’ of kin’, n. [count], pi. next of kin. the person 
who is most closely related to another. 

nexus (nek/sas) /'neksos/ n. [count], pl. nexeus. a 
means of connection; a tie or link. See -NeEc-. 

NH or N.H., an abbreviation of: New Hampshire. 

nib (nib) /nib/ n. [count] 1. the point of a pen 2. any 
pointed end. 

nibeble (nib/al) /'mbəl/ v., -bted, -bling, n. —v. 1. to bite 
off; eat or chew in small bits (of): [no obj]: to nibble on a 
cracker. [~ + obj]: nibbling a cracker. 2. to bite tightly 
or gently: [no obj]: The puppy nibbled at his ear. [~ + 
obj): She nibbled his ear. 3. nibble (away) at, {~ + 
obj) to cause to decrease or become less bit by bit: Tax 
increases are nibbling away at our profits. —n. [count] 4. 
a small piece bitten off; a morsel or bite. 5. an act or in- 
stance of nibbling. 6. a response by a fish to bait on a 
fishing line: / thought I felt a nibble. 7. a show of interest 
that is not definite: We had the house up for sale for 
months before we got a nibble from a possible buyer. 
—nib/bler, n. [count] 

nibs (nibz) /nibz/ n. his or her nibs, [used as a title; no 
article] Informal. a person in authority, esp. one who is 
self-important: Will you be seeing her nibs today? 

Niceasraeguan (nik’a räg/wən) /,nika'ragwon/ n. [count] 
1. a person born or living in Nicaragua. —adj. 2. of or re- 
lating to Nicaragua. 

nice (nis) /nays/ adj., nic-er, nic-est. 1. pleasing; agree- 
able; delightful: We had a nice visit. [It + be + ~ + to 
+ verb): it was so nice to see you again. 2. [be + ~(+ 
to)) kind; thoughtful: Be nice to guests. 3. requiring or 
showing great skill, care, or tact: a nice handling of a cri- 
sis. 4. fine; subtle: a nice distinction. 5. refined; discrimi- 
nating: a nice sense of color. —Idiom. 6. nice and, 
(used with an adjective to express stronger sufficiency, 
pleasure, comfort, or the like): /ts nice and warm in 
here. —nice/ness, n. Lnoncount) 

niceely (nis/lé) /‘naysliy/ adv. 1. in a pleasing, agreea- 
ble, or delightful way: behaved nicely. 2. correctly; prop- 
erly: Five dollars should do quite nicely for a tip for the 
waiter. 

niece-ty (ni/si tē) /'naysitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [count] a 
delicate or fine point; a detail or subtlety: observing the 
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niceties of polite behavior. 2. (noncount] exactness or 
preciseness, as in workmanship; detail. 3. Usually, nice- 
ties. [plural] fine things: enjoying the niceties of life. 

niche (nich) /nitf/ n. (count) 1. a recess in a wall or the 
like, usually in the shape of a half circle with an arch, as 
for a statue or other decorative object. 2. a suitable 
place or position: trying to find his niche in the world. 

nick (nik) /nik/ n. [count] 1. a small notch, groove, chip, 
or the like: some nicks on the car door. 2. a small dent 
or wound: a couple of nicks on his face from shaving. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to cut into or through: He nicked his 
face shaving. 4. to make a nick in (something); notch: 
The rocks must have nicked the car door. 5. Brit. Slang. 
a. to arrest (a criminal or suspect). b. to steal. —Jdiom. 
6. in the nick of time, at the right moment and no 
sooner; at the last possible moment: arrived in the nick 
of time. 

nick-el (nik/al) /‘nikol/ n. 1. (noncount) a hard, silvery 
white metallic element, used in combinations of metals. 
2. [count] a coin of the U.S., equal to five cents. —adj. 
(before a noun] 3. Slang. costing five dollars: a nickel 
bag of heroin. 

nickename (nik/nām⁄) /‘nik,neym/ n., v., -named, -nam- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a descriptive name added to or used 
in place of the proper name of a person, place, etc.: 
Abraham Lincoln's nickname was Honest Abe. 2. a famil- 
iar, informal form of a proper name, as Jim for James 
and Peg for Margaret. —v. [~ + obj + obj] 3. to give a 
nickname to; call by a nickname: He was nicknamed 
Honest Abe. 

nic-o-tine (nik’a tén’, -tin, nik/ə tēn/) /'nıkə,tiyn, -tin, 
nika'tiyn/ n. (noncount) a colorless, oily, poisonous 
toxic liquid substance, found in tobacco. 

niece (nés) /niys/ n. [count] 1. a daughter of one’s 
brother or sister. 2. a daughter of one’s spouse’s brother 
or sister. 

nif-ty (nif/7té) /'niftiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tieest. /nformal. 1. 
very good; fine; excellent: a nifty idea. 2. attractively styl- 
ish or smart: a nifty new suit. 

Ni-geeriean (ni jēr/ē an) /nay'd3iariyan/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to Nigeria. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living 
in Nigeria. 

nig-gard-ly (nig/ard lē) /'nigardliy/ adj. very stingy: a 
niggardly donation. —nig/gard-li-ness, n. (noncount) 

nig-ger (nig/ar) /‘nigor/ n. [count] Disparaging and Of- 
fensive. 1. a black person. 2. a member of any dark- 
skinned people. 

nig-gle (nig/al) /‘nigal/ v. [no obj], -gled, -gling. 1. to 
spend too much time on trivial things: fo niggle over 
every detail in a contract. 2. to cause worry: Something 
was niggling at the back of her mind. 

nig-gling (nig/ling) /‘niglin/ adj. 1. not important; petty: 
niggling doubts. 2. demanding too much care, time, at- 
tention, etc.: a thousand niggling details. 

nigh (ni) /nay/ adv., adj., -er, -est, prep. —adv. 1. near 
in space, time, or relation: The ship drew nigh to the 
dock. 2. nearly; almost: arrived nigh onto midnight. 
—adj. 3. near; approaching. —prep. 4. near: She's nigh 
filly now. 

night (nit) /nayt/ n. 1. the period of darkness between 
sunset and sunrise: [count]: cold winter nights. (non- 
count): cant see welt at night. 2. [count] the earlier part 
of this period: We had a night of theater and dinner. 3. 
[noncount] the darkness of this time; the dark: Night is 
falling. 4. [noncount) a condition or time of ignorance, 
sinfulness, misfortune, etc.: the black night of despair. 5. 
[count] an evening used or set aside for a particular 
event or purpose: /t was the Junior Prom night. —adj. 
(before a noun] 6. of, relating to, occurring, or used at 
night: the night hours; a night vision scope. 7. active or 
working at night: night watchmen. —Idiom. 8. night 
and day, without stopping; continually: worked night and 
day on the problem. 

night’ blind’ness, n. (noncount) a condition in which 
vision is less acute in dim light. 

night-cap (nit/kap’) /‘nayt,kwp/ n. [count] 1. an alco- 
holic drink taken at the end of the day. 2. a cap for the 
head, intended to be worn in bed. 3. /nformal. the last of 
a day's sports events, esp. the second game of a double- 
header in baseball. 

night-clothes (nit/klōz/, -kl6thz’) /'nayt,klowz, 
-klowòz/ n. [plural] clothes for wearing in bed, as paja- 
mas. 

nightclub (nit/klub’) /‘nayt,klab/ n., v, -clubbed, 
-club-bing. —n. [count] 1. Also, night’ club’. an estab- 
lishment open at night, offering food, drink, floor shows, 
dancing, etc. —v. [no obj] 2. to visit nightclubs. 
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night’ crawler, n. (count) a large earthworm that co- 
mes to the surface of the ground at night. 

night-fall (nit/fol”) /‘nayt,fol/ n. (noncount) the coming 
of night; dusk. 

night-gown (nit/goun’) /‘nayt,gawn/ n. [count] a loose 
gown, worn in bed esp. by women or children. 

night-ie or night-y (ni/té) /‘naytiy/ n., pl. -ies. Informal. 
NIGHTGOWN. 

night-in-gale (nit/n gal’, ni/ting-) /‘naytn,gcyl, 'naytin-/ 
n. [Count] a small European bird noted for the melodi- 
ous song of the male, often heard at night. 

nightly (nit7lé) /‘naytliy/ adj. (often: before a noun) 1. 
coming or occurring each night or at night. 2. appearing 
or active at night. 3. of, relating to, or characteristic of 
night. —adv. 4. on every night: Performances are given 
nightly. 5. at or by night. 

nightemare (nit?mar’) /'‘nayt,meor/ nm. [count] 1. a 
frightening or terrifying dream that produces feelings of 
great fear and anxiety. 2. a condition, thought, or experi- 
ence that is very unpleasant: Driving through that city at 
rush hour is a nightmare. —night/mar’ish, adj. 

night’ owl’, n. [count] a person who often stays up late 
at night. 

night’ school’, n. school or classes held in the even- 
ing, such as for people who work in the day: [noncount): 
He went to night school. (count): a nearby night school. 

night-shade (nit/shad’) /‘nayt feyd/ n. [count] 1. a 
weed that has poisonous leaves, white flowers, and black 
berries. 2. BELLADONNA (def. 1). 

night-shirt (nit/shdrt’) /‘nayt,fart/ n. [count] a night- 
gown cut like a long shirt. 

night-spot (nit/spot’) /‘nayt,spot/ n. NIGHTCLUB. 

night’ stick’, n. (count) a police officer's club. 

night’ ta/’ble, n. [count] a small table put next to a 
bed. 

night-time (nit/tim’) /‘nayt,taym/ n. NIGHT (def. 1). 

nihilism (ni/ə liz’am, né/-) /'naya,lizom, 'niy-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a doctrine of rejecting established laws, author- 
ity, and the basic institutions of society. 2. the view that 
existence makes no sense or that there is no point in 
acting morally. —ni/hil-ist, n. [count], adj. —ni/hil-is’- 
tic, adj. 

nil (nil) /nal/ n. (noncount) 1. nothing; naught; zero: Our 
profits were nit. —adj. 2. having no value or existence. 

nim-ble (nim/bal) /'nımbəl/ adj., -bler, -blest. 1. quick 
and light in movement; agile: nimble feet. 2. quick to 
understand, think, plan, etc.: a nimble mind. —nim/ble- 
ness, n. (norncount] —nim/bly, adv. 

nimebus (nim/bas) /‘nimbas/ n. (cont), pl. -bi (-bi) 
/-bay/ -bus-es. 1. HALO (def. 1). 2. a dense rain cloud. 

ninecom-poop (nin’kam poop’, ning/-) /‘ninkom,puwp, 
'nıg-/ n. [count] a fool or stupid person; a simpleton. 

nine (nin) /nayn/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, equal 
to eight plus one. 2. a symbol for this mumber, as 9 or 
IX. 3. a set of this many persons or things. 4. a baseball 
team. —adj. [before a noun) 5. amounting to nine in 
number. —~-Idiom. 6. dressed to the nines, dressed 
very well or splendidly, esp. in formal clothing. 

nine-pin (nin’pin’) /‘nayn,pin/ n. 1. ninepins, [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] a game of bowling 
played without the head pin. 2. [count] a pin used in this 
game. 

nine-teen (nin/tén’) /‘nayn'tiyn/ n. (count) 1. a cardinal 
number, equal to ten plus nine. 2. a symbol for this 
number, as 19 or XIX. 3. a set of this many persons or 
things. —adj. [before a noun] 4. amounting to 19 in 
number. —nine/teenth/, adj., n. [count] 

nine-ty (nin/’té) /‘nayntiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. [count] 
1. a cardinal number, equal to ten times nine. 2. a sym- 
bol for this number, such as 90 or XC. 3. a set of this 
many persons or things. 4. nineties, (usually: the + ~ 
the numbers from 90 through 99, as in referring to the 
years of a lifetime or of a century or to degrees of tem- 
perature. —adj. [before a noun] 5. amounting to 90 in 
number. —nine/ti-eth, adj., n. (count) 

nineny (nin’é) /‘niniy/ n. (count), pl. -nies. a simpleton. 

ninth (ninth) /nayn@/ adj. 1. next after the eighth. —n. 
[count] 2. a ninth part, esp. of one; 1/9. 3. the ninth 
number of a series; the one counted as the number nine. 

nip’ (nip) /nip/ v., nipped, nip-ping, n. —v. 1. to squeeze 
tightly between two surfaces or points; pinch; bite: [~ + 
obj): The dog nipped my leg. (no obj): The dog nipped 
at her heels. 2. [~ + obj] to cut off by pinching, biting, 
or snipping: She nipped a few hairs from his head. 3. {~ 
+ obj] to check in growth or development: He nipped 
that rumor quickly. 4. to affect sharply and painfully, as 
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extreme cold does: [no obj]: The cold was nipping at our 
faces. [~ + obj]: The cold nipped our faces. 5. [~ + 
obj] to steal: nipped a few coins from my desk. 6. [no 
obj) Chiefly Brit. to move quickly: /7/ just nip out and be 
right back. —n. (count) 7. an act of nipping: The dog 
gave hier a few nips on the leg. 8. a biting quality, as of 
frosty or sharply cold air: quite a nip in the air tonight. 
—Idiom. 9. nip and tuck, (of a contest or competition) 
closely fought right to the end, esp. with each side gain- 
ing then losing the advantage. 10. nip in the bud, [~ + 
obj + in the bud] to stop (something) before it can de- 
velop or grow fully: fo nip a plan in the bud. 

nip? (nip) /nip/ n. [count] a small drink of alcoholic liq- 
uor. 

nip-per (nipar) /‘nipor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that nips. 2. Usually, nippers. [plural a device for nip- 
ping, such as pincers or forceps. 3. a Claw of a crab or 
lobster. 4. /nforrnat. a child, esp. a small boy. 

nip-ple (nip/al) /‘nipal/ n. [count] 1. the dark part of the 
breast where, in the female, milk is sucked by a baby; 
teat. 2. something resembling it, such as the mouthpiece 
of a nursing bottle or a pacifier. 

nip-py (nip7é) /‘nipiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pirest. 1. chilly; cold: 
a nippy wird. 2. sharp tasting or smelling. —nip/pi- 
ness, 1. [noncount) 

nir-vaena (nir vä/nə, -van/a, ner-) /nir'vans, -'vænə, 
nar-/ n. [noncount] 1. (often: Nirvana] (in Buddhism) the 
final release from the cycle of being reborn again, that 
comes as a result of the ending of individual passion and 
hatred; salvation. 2. a place or state in which there is 
freedom from pain and worry. 

Ni-sei (nē/sā, nē sa’) /‘niysey, niy'sey/ n. (count; some- 
times: nisei], pl. -sei. a child of Japanese immigrants, 
born and educated in North America. 

nit! (nit) /nit/ n. [count] 1. the egg of an insect that lives 
off a larger animal, esp. of a louse. 2. the young of such 
an insect. 

nit? (nit) /nit/ n. [count] Brit. a nitwit. 

nit-pick or nit-pick (nit’pik’) /‘nit,pik/ v. to complain 
about petty details; niggle: [no obj]: He wasted time nit- 
picking. [~ + obj]: He nitpicked the report to pieces. 
—nit/pick/er, n. [count] 

nistrate (ni/trat, -trit) /'naytreyt, -trit/ n. [count] 1. a 
chemical compound with nitrogen and oxygen in it. 2. 
fertilizer made up of potassium nitrate or sodium nitrate. 

ni/tric ac/id (ni/trik) /‘naytrik/ n. [noncount] a colorless 
or yellowish, strong-smelling, corrosive liquid used chiefly 
in the manufacture of explosives and fertilizers. 

nietro-gen (ni/tra jan) /‘naytrad3an/ n. [noncount] a col- 
orless, odorless, gaseous element that makes up about 
four-fifths of the earth's atmosphere and is found in ani- 
mal and vegetable tissues. —ni-trog-e-nous (ni troj7a- 
nas) /nay'trod3anas/ adj. 

ni-tro-glyc-erein (ni’tra glis’ar in) /,naytro'glisorin/ also 
ni-tro-glyc-er-ine (nitra glis’or in, -ə ren’) 
/naytro‘glisorin, -a,riyn/ n. (moncount) an oily liquid 
used in explosives and as a medicine to make the blood 
vessels wider. 

nietrous ox/ide (ni/tras) /‘naytros/ n. [noncount] a col- 
orless, sweet-smelling gas that often produces a pleasant 
feeling when inhaled and is used esp. in dentistry for re- 
ducing pain. Also called laughing gas. 

nit-ty-grit-ty (nit/ē grit7e) /‘nitiy'gritiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-grit-ties. the essential or fundamental parts or details 
of a matter: The discussion got down to the nitty-gritty. 
nitewit (nitwit) /'‘nit,wit/ n. [count] a scatterbrained, 
stupid, or foolish person. 
nix (niks) /niks/ Slang. —n. [noncount] 1. nothing: got 
nix for our trouble. —adv. 2. no: They said nix to our 
proposal. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to veto: He nixed the plan. 
NJ or N.J., an abbreviation of: New Jersey. 

NM or N.M., an abbreviation of: New Mexico. 

N. Mex., an abbreviation of: New Mexico. 
no! (nd) /now/ adv., n., pl. noes, nos. —adv. 1. (used to 
express dissent, disagreement, denial, or refusal, as in 
response to a question or request, or in giving a com- 
mand): “Can we leave now?”—"No, stay liere.” 2. (used 
to emphasize or introduce a negative statement): Yo, not 
one of therm caine. 3. (before ar adjective or adverb that 
is comparative, or ending in -er|) not in any degree or 
manner; not at all: She's no better today than she was 
yesterday. 4. not: whether or no. —n. (court) 5. an in- 
stance of saying the word “no.” 6. a denial or refusal: a 
definite no to our request. 7. a negative vote or voter: 
Five noes against two yeses. 
no? (nō) /now/ adj. 1. not any: [before a roncount nouri): 
Iie had no money. (before a plural noun): | had no 
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books. [before a count noun): | had no way of knowing 
who would be there. 2. [before a noun) (used before a 
noun to suggest the opposite of that noun) not at all; far 
from being: He is no genius. 

no. or No., an abbreviation of: 1. north. 2. northern. 3. 
number. 

no-bil-iety (nd bili tē) /now'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
noble, or highest social, class, or the body of nobles in a 
country. 2. the state or quality of being noble. 3. noble- 
ness of mind, character, or spirit. 

no-ble (nd/bal) /'‘nowbal/ adj., -bler, -blest, n. —adj. 1. 
having a high rank or title, esp. of or belonging to a Class 
with special social or political status given by birth. 2. of 
a high moral character or excellence: /t was very noble of 
him to accept the blame. 3. grand in appearance; mag- 
nificent: a noble mansion. 4. [before a noun) (of 
chemicals) inert; chemically inactive; seldom combining 
with other substances: the noble gases. —n. [count] 5. a 
nobleman or noblewoman. —no/blesness, n. [noncount] 
—no/bly, adv. 

no-bleeman or -womean (nd/bal mən) or (-woom/san) 
/‘nowbalmoan/ or /-,wumoan/ n. [count], pl. -men or -wom: 
en. a person of noble birth or rank; a noble. 
no-blesse oblige (nd bles’ 6 blēzh/) /now'bles 
ow'bliy3/ n. [noncount] the responsibility of people of 
privilege to display honorable and generous conduct to- 
ward all. See -tic-. 
no-bod:y (nd/bod/é, -bud’é, -bə dé) /'now,bodiy, 
- badiy, -badiy/ pron., n., pl. -bodsies. —pron. 1. no per- 
son; not anyone; no one: Nobody is home. —n. [count] 
2. a person of no importance: treated their part-time 
staff like nobodies. 

-noc-, root. -noc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “harm; kill.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: INNOCENT, INNOCUOUS, NOXIOUS, OBNOXIOUS. 

-noct-, root. -noct- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “night.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: NOCTURNAL, NOCTURNE. 
noc-turenal (nok tûr/nl) /nok'tsrnl/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to the night. 2. active at night (opposed to diurnal): noc- 
turnal animals. —noc-tur/nally, adv. See -NOCT-, -NOX-. 
noc-turne (nok/tarn) /‘noktsrn/ n. [count] an artistic 
work appropriate to the night, esp. a dreamy piece of 
music for the piano. See -NOCT-, -NOXx-. 
nod (nod) /nod/ v., nod-ded, nod-ding, 1. —v. 1. to 
make a slight, quick bending movement of the head, as 
in agreement, greeting, or command: [no obj]: She nod- 
ded at us and we stood up. [~ + obj]: He nodded his 
head in approval. 2. {~ + obj] to express or show by 
such a movement: He nodded his approval. 3. [no obj] 
to let the head fall slightly forward with a sudden move- 
ment, as from sleepiness. 4. nod off, [no obj] to fall 
asleep. —n. [count] 5. a short, quick bending of the 
head: At a nod from the teacher they all began to sing. 
—Idiom. 6. give the nod to, [~ + obj] to express ap- 
proval of: He gave the nod to our proposal. 
node (nod) /nowd/ n. [count] 1. a knot or knob of 
something that sticks up or out. 2. a centering point of 
parts, lines, etc., that come together. 3. Anat. a knotlike 
mass of tissue: a lymph node. 4. Botany. a part of a 
stem from which a leaf or branch grows. —nod/al, adj. 
nod-ule (noj/d0l) /'‘nod3uwl/ n. [count] a small node. 
—nod/u-lar, adj. 

Novel (nd el’) /now'el/ n. 1. CHristmas. 2. (count: noel] 
a Christmas carol. 
no/-fault/, n. [(voncount) 1. a form of automobile insur- 
ance in which the person holding the policy may collect 
money in case of an accident without the need to deter- 
mine which driver is at fault. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of 
or relating to no-fault insurance: a no-fault policy. 3. 
holding neither party responsible: a no-fault divorce. 
noggin (nog’an) /'nogən/ n. [count] 1. a small mug. 2. 
a small amount of liquor. 3. Informal. a person's head. 
no-good (adj. nō/gðód/; n. nd’gdéd’) / adj. 'now'gud; n. 
'now,gud/ adj. 1. lacking worth or value; useless; bad: 
He's a no-good cheat. —n. [count] 2. a no-good person 
or thing. 
noise (noiz) /noyz/ n., v., noised, nois-ing. —n. 1. (non- 
count] sound, esp. of a loud, harsh, or confused kind. 2. 
[count] a sound of any kind: strange noises coming from 
the engine. 3. [noncount] loud shouting or calling for 
something; clamor; uproar: couldn't hear over the noise 
of the crowd. 4. [noricount) an electric disturbance in a 
communications system that interferes with or prevents 
reception of a signal or of information: background 
noise. —v. [~ + about/abroad; usually: It + be + 
noised + about + that clause) 5. to spread, as a report 
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or rumor: /t was noised about that he would dump his 
vice president in the upcoming election. —noise/less, 
adj. —noise/lessely, adv. 

noise-mak-er (noiz/ma/kar) /'noyz,meykar/ n. [count] 
one that makes noise, esp. a rattle, horn, or other device 
used for making noise at festive occasions. 

noi-some (noi’sam) /'noysom/ adj. 1. offensive or dis- 
gusting, as an odor. 2. harmful to health; noxious. 

noissy (noi/zé) /'noyziy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. making 
much noise: noisy Children. 2. full of noise: a noisy party. 
—nois-iely (noi/za lē) /‘noyzoaliy/ adv. —nois/ieness, n. 
[noncount] 

no-lo con-ten-de-re (nd/I6 kən ten/də rē) /‘nowlow 
kon'tendoriy/ n. [noncount] a plea in a court of law that 
allows for the defendant to be punished without admit- 
ting guilt. 

-nom-', root. -nom- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “custom; law; manage; control.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: AGRONOMY, ANOMALOUS, ANOM- 
ALY, ASTRONOMY, AUTONOMOUS, AUTONOMY, ECONOMY, GAS- 
TRONOMY, TAXONOMY. 

-nom-?, root. -nom- comes from Latin and from Greek, 
where it has the meaning “name.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: BINOMIAL, DENOMINATION, IGNOMINY, MISNO- 
MER, NOMENCLATURE, NOMINAL, NOMINATE, NOMINATION, NOMI- 
NATIVE, NOUN, ONOMATOPOEIA, POLYNOMIAL, PRONOUN. 

nom., an abbreviation of: nominative. 

nomad (nd/mad) /'‘nowmed/ n. [count] 1. a member of 
a people who have no permanent single place for living 
but move from place to place, usually within an estab- 
lished area. 2. any wanderer; itinerant. —noemad/ic, 
adj.: nomadic tribes. 

no’ man’s’ land’, n. 1. [noncount] an area between 
warring armies that no one controls. 2. [count; usually 
singular] an area where guidelines and authority are not 
clear or definite: a no man’s land between right and 
wrong. 

nom de guerre (nom/’ də gar’) /,nomda'geor/ n. 
[count], pi. noms de guerre. a fictitious name; pseudo- 
nym. See -Nom?-. 

nom de plume (nom/ də pldom/’) /inom' do pluwm/ n. 
[count], pl. noms de plume. a pen name: Mark Twain 
was the nom de plume of Samuel Clemens. See -Nom?-. 

no-men-cla-ture (nd’man kla/cher, nō men/klo char, 
-chdér’) /‘nowmon,kleytfar, now'menklatfar, -,tfor/ n. 
[noncount] a set or system of terms for things in a par- 
ticular science or art: the nomenclature of physics. See 
-NOM-?. 

nomeienal (nom/a nl) /'nomən|/ adj. 1. being such in 
name only; so-called: He was only the nominal head of 
the country. 2. being small or low in amount when com- 
pared with the actual value: He offered them the house 
for a nominal price. 3. of, relating to, or being a name or 
names. 4. of, relating to, functioning as, or producing a 
noun: The suffix -ness in the word liveliness is a nominal 
suffix. —nom/ienal-ly, adv.: He's only nominally in 
charge here. See -Nom-?. 

nom-ienate (nom/e nat’) /'‘nomo,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat- 
ing. 1. {~ + obj (+ for + obj)] to propose (someone) 
for appointment or election to an office or duty: The 
party nominated her for vice-president. [~ + obj (+ as) 
+ obj): She nominated him (as) her representative to the 
peace talks. 2. [~ + obj (+ for + obj)] to propose for 
an honor: They nominated her for the award. —nom/i- 
na/tor, n. [count] See -Nom-?. 

nomeiena-tion (nom/a na/shan) /,noma'neyfan/ n. 1. 
[count] an act or instance of nominating: There are two 
nominations for the award. 2. {noncount] the state or 
condition of being nominated: His nomination was as- 
sured. See -NOM-?. 

nomeisna-tive (nom/ə nə tiv, nom/nea-) /‘nomanativ, 
‘nnmno-/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or being a grammatical 
form or category that shows the noun or pronoun is the 
subject of a verb: The pronoun he in the sentence “Is he 
there?” is in the nominative case; the pronoun him in the 
sentence “Did you see him?” is in the objective case. 2. 
nominated; appointed by nomination. —n. [count] 3. the 
nominative case. 4. a word or phrase in the nominative 
case, as the English pronoun / or the Latin word nauta 
“sailor” in Nauta bonus est “The sailor is good.” See 
-NOM-?, 

nomeienee (nom/a në/) /,;nnma'niy/ n. [count] a person 
who has been nominated, as to run for elective office. 

non-, prefix. non-, usually meaning “not,” is attached 1. 
to adjectives and adverbs and means a simple negative 
or absence of something: non- + violent ~ nonviolent. 
2. to a noun of action and means the failure of such ac- 
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tion: non- + payment ~ nonpayment (= failure to pay). 
3. to a noun to suggest that the thing mentioned is not 
true, real, or worthy of the name: rionevent. 
non-a-geenareican (non/a ja nar/é an, nd/na-) /,nonoad- 
39'neoriyon, nownd-/ adj. 1. of the age of 90 years, or 
between 90 and 100 years old. —n. [count] 2. a nonage- 
narian person. 

non-alcoholic = (non/al kə hd/lik, -hol/ik) /,nn- 
nælko'holik, -‘holik/ adj. not being or containing alcohol: 
nonalcoholic drinks. 

non-asligned (non/a lind’) /,nona'laynd/ adj. not taking 
sides in political matters, not allied, esp. with either one 
of two opposing powers or ideologies: nonaligned na- 
tions. —non-a-lign-ment (non/a lin/mənt) 
/nona'laynmoant/ n. [noncount] 

non-ap-pear-ance (non/a pēr/əns) /,nono'piorans/ n. 
failure to appear: [noncount]): Nonappearance means 
you'll lose your chance to win. [count]. His continual non- 
appearances at meetings began to annoy everyone. 

nonce (nons) /nnns/ n. [noncount; usually: the + ~] the 
immediate occasion or purpose: We'll stay, for the nonce. 

nonce’ word’, n. [connt] a word coined and used only 
for a particular occasion. 

non-chas-lant (non/sha lant’, non’sha lant’, -lant) /,no- 
nfo'lant, 'nonfo,lant, -lant/ adj. coolly unconcerned; in- 
different; offhand. —non/cha-lance’, n. [noncount] 
—non/cha-lant/ly, adv. 

non-com (non/kom/’) /'nnn,kom/ n. NONCOMMISSIONED OF- 
FICER. 

non-com-bat-ant (non’kam bat/nt, non kom/be tnt) 
/nonkom'betnt, nnn'kombatnt/ n. [count] 1. a member 
of a military force who is not a fighter, as a surgeon, 
nurse, or Chaplain. 2. a person who is not a combatant 
in wartime; a civilian. —adj. [before a noun] 3. not mak- 
ing up, designed for, or engaged in combat. 

non’com-mis’sioned of/ficer (non’ka mish’and, 
non/-) /‘nonka'mifand, ,npn-/ n. [count] an officer, as a 
sergeant or corporal, holding a rank below a commis- 
sioned officer in a branch of the armed forces. 

non-com-mit-tal (non/ka mit/l) /;nnnko'mitl/ adj. hav- 
ing or giving no particular view, feeling, character, or the 
like: a noncommittal answer. —non/com-mit/tal-ly, adv. 
See -MIT-. 

non-com-pli-ance (non/kam pli’ans) /,nonkam'playans/ 
n. [noncount] failure or refusal to go along with or obey 
a law, rule, or regulation. See -PLET-. 

non com-pos mentis (non’ kompas mentis) /'‘non' 
kom'pos mentis/ adj. not of sound mind; mentally in- 
competent. 

non-con-duc-tor (non/ken duk/ter) /,nonkan'daktar/ n. 
[count] a substance that does not easily conduct heat, 
sound, or electricity. See -puc-. 

non-con-formeist (non’ken for/mist) /,nonkon'formist/ 
n. [count] 1. a person who refuses to conform to estab- 
lished customs, attitudes, or ideas. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. of or relating to this kind of person or behavior. 
—non/con-form/iety, n. [noncount) See -FoRM-. 

non-co-op-er-a-tion or non-co-op-er-astion (non/- 
kō op’a ra’shan) /,nnnkow,npo'reyfan/ n. [nonconunt] 1. 
failure or refusal to cooperate. 2. a method of showing 
opposition to a government by refusing to participate in 
civic and political life or to obey governmental requla- 
tions. See -OPER-. 

non-credit (non kred/it) /non'kredit/ adj. (usually: be- 
fore a noun) (of a course in school) not given for credit; 
not counted for credit toward graduation. See -crep-. 

non-dairy (non dar’é) /nnn'deariy/ adj. [usually: before 
a noun] being a substitute for milk or milk products; 
containing no dairy ingredients: nondairy creamer. 

non-desscript (non/di skript’) /,nondi'skript/ adj. undis- 
tinguished or dull; without interest or character; not eas- 
ily noticed: nondescript clothes. See -scris-. 

none (nun) /nan/ pron. [often: ~ + of] 1. no one: not 
one: None of the members is going. 2. not any: That is 
none of your business. 3. no part; nothing: KI have none 
of that. 4. [used with a plural verb] not any persons or 
things: There were many and now there are none. —adv. 
5. none but, only; nothing less than: He had none but 
the best wishes for her. 6. none the, to no extent; not at 
all: We are none the worse after all we've been through. 
7. none too, not very: We could hear none too well from 
the back. 

nonmensti-ty (non en/ti tē) /nnn'entitiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ties. a person or thing of no importance. 

non-es-senstial (non/a sen/shal) /,nono'senfol/ adj. not 
necessary; that can be done without: nonessential per- 
sonnel. 
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none-such (nun/such’) /'nan,satf/ n. (count; usually sin- 
gular] a person or thing without equal. 

none-the-less (nun/tha les’) /;nandos'les/ adv. neverthe- 
less; in spite of that: He had a learning disability but be- 
carne a great scientist nonetheless. 

non-event (noni vent’) /,noni'vent/ n. [count] a 
planned event for which there is much publicity but that 
occurs with little impact. 

non-ex-is-tent (non/ig zis/tant) /,nonig'zistont/ adj. 1. 
not existing: Basic services were nonexistent in the 
poorer parts of the country. 2. false; fictitious: The spy's 
passport had the name of a nonexistent company as his 
address. —non/ex-is/tence, n. [noncount] 

non-fat (non/fat’) /‘non'fet/ adj. (usually: before a noun) 
having the fat or fat solids removed: nonfat milk. 

non-fiction (non fik/shan) /non'fikson/ n. [noncount] 
writing that is not fictional. —non-fic’tion-al, adj. 

non-flam-mable (non/flam/a bal) /,non'flemabol/ adj. 
not burning or catching fire easily. Compare INFLAMMABLE. 

non-in-ter-venetion (non/in tar ven/shen) /,nonint- 
ar'venfon/ n. [noncount) a policy of not intervening in 
the affairs of others. See -VEN-. 

non-metal (non met/l) /non'metl/ n. [comt] an ele- 
ment not having the characteristics of a metal, as nitro- 
gen. 

non-na-tive (non/na/tiv) /non'neytiv/ adj. 1. (of a per- 
son) not being a native of a place. 2. [before a noun] (of 
a language) not spoken as a person's first language. 

no/-no’, n. [count], pl -nos, -no’s. Informal. something 
that is forbidden or unacceptable. 

no/-non/sense, adj. [before a noun) 1. serious; busi- 
nesslike: He gave a no-nonsense explanation. 2. eco- 
nomical; practical: a no-nonsense econorny Car. 

non-parreil (non’pa rel’) /,nonpo'rel/ adj. 1. having no 
equal; peerless. —n. [count] 2. a person or thing having 
no equal. 3. a pellet of colored sugar for decorating 
candy, cakes, or cookies. 4. a bite-sized disk of choco- 
late covered with white nonpareil pellets. 
non-parstiesan (non par/ta zən) /non'partazan/ adj. 1. 
not supporting or controlled by one particular group, 
such as a political party; objective. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son who is nonpartisan. See alSO BIPARTISAN. 
non-paysment (non’/pa/mant) /,nnn'peymont/ n. [non- 
count] failure to pay an amount of money owed. 
nen-per-son (non pir/san) /non'p3rsan/ n. [count] 1. a 
person whose existence is not recognized. 2. UNPERSON. 
non-plus (non plus’, non/plus) /non'plas, 'nonplas/ v. [~ 
+ obj}, -plussed or -ptused, -plus-sing or -plus-ing. to 
make (someone) completely confused, puzzled, or un- 
sure; baffle: The child was nonplussed by the bright 
lights. 

non-pre-scrip-tion (non’/pri skrip/shən) /\non- 
pri'skripfan/ adj. [before a noun] (of drugs, medication, 
etc.) that may be obtained legally without a doctor's pre- 
scription. 

non-prof-it (non profit) /non'profit/ adj. not established 
for the purpose of making a profit: a nonprofit organiza- 
tion. 

non-pro-lif-ersa:tion (non/pra lifə rā/shən) /,non- 
pro,lifa'rcySan/ n. [moncount] 1. the action or practice of 
slowing or stopping the spread of something, esp. of nu- 
clear weapons. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to 
this practice: a nonproliferation treaty. 

non-res-i-dent (non rez/i dant) /non'rezidont/ adj. 1. 
not living permanently in a particular place: a nonresi- 
dent visa. —n. [connt] 2. a person who is nonresident. 
non-re-stric-tive (non/ri strik/tiv) /;nonri'striktiv/ adj. 
1. not restrictive or limiting: nonrestrictive regulations for 
certain industries. 2. of or being a word, phrase, or 
clause that modifies another word but does not limit, or 
restrict, what that word refers to: The relative Clause 
which was very dry is nonrestrictive in the sentence The 
summer of 1894, which was very dry, was bad for crops. 
In Englisli a nonrestrictive clause is usually set off by 
comunas. 

non-re-turn-able (non/ri tûrn/a bal) /,nonri'tsrnabal/ 
adj. 1. (of bottles, cans, containers, etc.) that cannot be 
returned to the place where purchased for a deposit or 
refund. 2. that cannot be returned or exchanged. —n. 
(cout) 3. an item purchased, esp. a bottle, can, or con- 
tainer, that cannot be returned for a deposit refund. 
nonerigeid (non rij7id) /non'rid3zid/ adj. 1. not rigid. 2. 
having a flexible gas container without a supporting 
structure and held in shape only by the pressure of the 
gas that is inside: A bliinp is a nonrigid airship. 
non-sched-uled (non skej/oold, -60 ald) 
/non'sked3uwld, -uwoald/ adj. (of an airline or plane) al- 
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lowed to carry passengers or freight between points 
when there is demand, rather than on a schedule. 

non-sec-tarsiean (non/sek tar/é on) /,nonsek'teoriyon/ 
adj. not associated with or timited to a certain religion or 
to a particular group or sect within a particular religion. 

non-sense (non/sens, -səns) /‘nonsens, -sans/ n. [non- 
count] 1. words without sense; gibberish. 2. words, or a 
position, that is foolish or ridiculous: a lot of nonsense 
about how women can't do as good a job as men. 3. 
conduct or action that is senseless or foolish: Stop ¿his 
nonsense at once! 4. impolite, rude, or otherwise objec- 
tionable behavior: Don’t take any nonsense from him. 
See -SENS-. 

non-sen:si-cal (non sensi kal) /non'sensikol/ adj. full of 
nonsense: nonsensical ideas. —non-sen/si-calely, adv. 

non seq., non sequitur. 

non se-qui-tur (non sek/wi tər, -t6or’) /‘non sekwitor, 
-tor/ n. [count] 1. a statement, as a conclusion, that 
does not follow logically from what has been said before. 
2. a comment that is unrelated to one that went before. 

non-sex-ist (non seksist) /non'seksist/ adj. not show- 
ing, calling for, promoting, or involving sexism: nonsexist 
language. 

noneskid (non/skid’) /'non'skid/ adj. [before a noun] re- 
sistant to skidding: nonskid tires. 

non-stand-ard (non/stan/dard) /'non'standord/ adj. 1. 
not standard. 2. not agreeing with the pronunciation, 
grammar, vocabulary, etc., that is felt to be the usage 
considered acceptable by most educated native speakers: 
nonstandard English. Compare stanparo (def. 11). 

non-stick (non/stik’) /‘non'stik/ adj. having a type of 
finish on the surface designed to prevent food from stick- 
ing during cooking or baking: a nonstick pan. 

non-stop (non/stop’) /'non'stop/ adj. 1. being without a 
single stop on the way: a nonstop flight from New York to 
Dallas. 2. happening, done, or held without a pause or 
without stopping in between: held nonstop meetings. 
—adv. 3. without a single stop on the way: flew nonstop 
from San Diego to New York. 4. without interruption: 
talking nonstop. 

non-sup-port§ (non’sa port’, -port?) /,nonso'port, 
-‘powrt/ n. [noncount] failure to provide financial sup- 
port for a spouse, child, or other dependent. 
non-union (non yoon’yan) /non'yuwnyan/ adj. 1. not 
belonging to a tabor union: nonunion workers. 2. not 
recognizing or accepting labor unions: a nonunion fac- 
tory. 3. not produced by union workers: nonunion goods. 

non-ver-bal (non vir/bal) /non'v3arbol/ adj. (often: be- 
fore a noun] 1. not using words to express meaning: 
nonverbal signals like nodding or shaking the head. 2. 
not using or involving the use of language: The test 
measures nonverbal abilities in reasoning. 
non-vieo-lence (non vi/a tans) /non'vayolons/ n. [non- 
count] 1. absence or lack of violence. 2. the policy or 
practice of deliberately avoiding or opposing the use of 
violence. —non-vi/o-lent, adj. 

non-white (non hwit/, -wit/) /non'hwayt, -'wayt/ adj. 1. 
not belonging to the white race. —n. [count] 2. a person 
not belonging to the white race. 

noo-dle' (ndod/1) /‘nuwdl/ n. [count] a dried strip of egg 
dough boiled and served as a side dish or in soups, cas- 
seroles, etc. 

noo-dle? (nood/!) /‘nuwdl/ n. [count] Slang. the head. 

nook (nòk) /nuk/ n. [count] 1. a corner, as in a room: a 
breakfast nook. 2. any hidden corner or area hard to 
reach. 3. a sheltered spot: a shady nook. 

noon (noon) /nuwn/ n. [noncount] midday; twelve o'clock 
in the daytime. — Usage. See MIDNIGHT. 

no’ one’, pron. no person: No one is home. 

noose (ndos) /nuws/ n. [count] a loop in a rope or cord 
that tightens as part of it is pulled, as in a lasso or a rope 
to hang someone. 

nope (nop) /nowp/ adv. Informal. no. 

nor (nor; unstressed nar) /nor; unstressed nar/ conj. 1. 
(used in negative phrases, esp. after neither, to introduce 
new items in a list or series): Neither he nor | will be 
there. 2. (used to express a connection plus a continuing 
of the force of a negative word coming before it, such as 
not, no, never, etc.): | never saw him again, nor did | re- 
gret it. She couldn't make it to the party, nor could we. 
She had no way of knowing, nor did we, that her hus- 
band was injured. —-Usage. Notice that in the examples 
for definition 2 an auxiliary verb like bio, or a modal verb 
like coulo, comes after nor, and the subject follows the 
auxiliary or modal:..nor did 1..; nor Could we.. 

Noredic (n6r/dik) /'nordik/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
area of Northern Europe called Scandinavia. 2. having or 
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suggesting the physical features associated with the peo- 
ples of northern Europe, typically tall stature, blond hair, 
and blue eyes. 3. [somietimes: nordic] of or relating to 
sporting events involving ski jumping and cross-country 
skiing. 

norm (norm) /norm/ n. [count] 1. a standard, model, or 
pattern, esp. a rule or standard of behavior that is con- 
sidered normal in society. 2. the expected or usual num- 
ber, level, amount, or average: For many students it is no 
longer the norm to finish college in four years. See 
-NORM-. 

-norm-, root. -norm- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “a carpenter's square; a rule or pattern.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ABNORMAL, ENORMITY, 
ENORMOUS, NORM, NORMAL, NORMALCY, NORMALIZE, SUBNOR- 
MAL. 

norsmal (nor/mal) /'normal/ adj. 1. conforming to or 
agreeing with the standard or the common type; usual; 
regular; natural: a normal height for his age. 2. nearly 
average in one’s mental or emotional state; rational; 
sane. —n. [noncount]) 3. the normal form or state: 
Things returned to normal after the war. See -NoRM-. 

norsmal-cy (ndr/mal sé) /‘normalsiy/ n. (noncount] the 
state or condition of being normal. See -NORM-. 

nor-mal-i-ty (nor mali tē) /nor'melitiy/ n. (noncount] 
the state or condition of being normal. See -norn-. 

norsmal-ize (nôr/məl iz) /‘normoalayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 
to (cause to) become normal; to (cause to) come back to 
a previous state, esp. of friendliness: [~ + obj]: to nor- 
male relations between the two countries. (no obj): The 
Situation seems to have normalized. —noremaleieza-tion 
(nér/mal i zā/shən) /;normali'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] See 
-NORM-. 

noremal-ly (nôr/mə lē) /‘normaliy/ adv. 1. in a normal 
manner Or a normal way: breathing normally. 2. in a 
usual manner or usual way; usually: Normally we 
wouldn't ask such a question. See -NORN-. 

norsmasrtive (ndr/ma tiv) /‘normattv/ adj. of, relating to, 
or tending to establish a norm: a normative rule of con- 
duct. See -NORM-. 

north (nôrth) /norð/ n. (noncount; usually: the + ~) 1. 
one of the four main points of the compass, to the left of 
a person facing the rising sun. Abbr.: N 2. the direction 
in which this point lies: Look to the north. 3. (usually: 
North) a region or territory in this direction. 4. the 
North, the northern area of the United States, esp. the 
States that fought to preserve the Union in the Civil War. 
—adj. [before a noun] 5. in, toward, or facing the north: 
the north gate. 6. directed or going toward the north: 
The tanks were taking a north course. 7. coming from 
the north: a north wind. 8. (usually: North) naming the 
northern part of a region, nation, country, etc.: the North 
Atlantic. —adv. 9. to, toward, or in the north: sailing 
north. 

north-bound (ndérth’bound’) /‘nor0,bawnd/ adj. moving 
Or going in a north direction: a northbound train. 

north-east (nôrth/ēst/; Nautical. nor/-) /,norO'iyst; Nauti- 
cal. ,nor-/ n. [noncount) 1. a point on the compass mid- 
way between north and east. Abbr.: NE 2. a region in this 
direction. 3. the Northeast, the northeastern part of the 
United States. —adj. 4. in, toward, or facing the north- 
east: a northeast course. 5. coming from the northeast: 
a northeast wind. —adv. 6. toward the northeast: sailing 


northeast. —north/east/er-ly, adv. —north’east/’ern, 
adj. 
north-east-er (nOrth’é/star: Nautical. nor/-) 


/,norO'iystar; Nautical. ,nor-/ n. [count] a storm from the 
northeast. 

north-er (nor/thar) /‘nordar/ n. [count] a storm from the 
north. 

north-ersly (nôr/thər lē) /'nordarliy/ adj., adv., n., pl. 
-lies. —adj. 1. moving, directed, or located toward the 
north. 2. (esp. of a wind) coming from the north. —adv. 
3. toward the north. 4. from the north. —n. [count] 5. a 
wind that blows from the north. 

north-ern (nôr/thərn) /'nordarn/ adj. 1. lying toward or 
located in the north. 2. directed or going northward. 3. 
coming from the north, as a wind. 4. [often: Northern) of 
or relating to the North: the northern U.S. 

north-ern-er (nôr/thər nar) /‘nordarnar/ n. [count] [oF 
ten: Northerner) someone born in, or living in, the north, 
esp. the northern U.S. 

north/’ern lights’, n. [plural] the aurora of the North- 
ern Hemisphere: We watched the northern lights descend 
like sheets of color in the skies of Norway. 

North’ Pole’, n. (proper noun; the + ~} the northern 
end of the earth’s axis; the northernmost point on earth. 


norm to nostrum 


northward (nôrth/wərd; Nautical. nor’ thard) 
lnorOward; Nautical. 'nordard/ adv. 1. Also, north/- 
wards. toward the north: The tanks continued to sweep 
northward. —adj. 2. moving, bearing, facing, or located 
toward the north: the northward flank of the army. Also, 
north’ward-ly. 

north-west (north/west/; Nautical. nòr/-) /;norO'west; 
Nautical. nor-/ n. [noncount] 1. a point on the compass 
midway between north and west. Abbr.: NW 2. a region 
in this direction. 3. the Northwest, a. the northwestern 
part of the United States when its western boundary was 
the Mississippi River. b. the northwestern part of Canada. 
—adj. 4. in, toward, or facing the northwest: the north- 
west corner. 5. coming from the northwest: a northwest 
wind. —adv. 6. toward the northwest: sailing northwest. 
—north’west/er-ly, adv. —north’west/ern, adj. 

Nor-we-gian (nor wé/jan) /nor'wiyd3an/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Norway. 2. of or relating to the language spo- 
ken in Norway. —n. 3. [count] a person born or living in 
Norway. 4. [noncount) the language spoken in Norway. 

nos. or Nos., an abbreviation of: numbers. 

nose (n6z) /nowz/ n., v., nosed, nos-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
the part of the face above the mouth that contains the 
nostrils and organs of smell and through which a person 
breathes. 2. the sense of smell: Certain breeds of dog 
have a good nose. 3. anything that resembles a nose: 
the nose of a plane. 4. an ability to understand, inter- 
pret, find out about (something): had a nose for a good 
story. 5. the human nose as a symbol of interfering or 
prying: Keep your nose out of my business! —v. 6. to 
move or push forward with or as if with the nose: [~ + 
obj]: The boat nosed its way toward shore. [no obj]: The 
plane nosed forward cautiously. 7. [~ + about/around] 
to meddle or pry: nosing around asking questions. 8. 
nose out, to defeat, esp. by a narrow margin: [~ + out 
+ obj): She nosed out her opponent in the election. [~ 
+ obj + out): She nosed him out in the election. 
—Idiom. 9. follow one’s nose, a. to go forward in a 
Straight course: Just follow your nose and you'll see the 
church straight ahead. b. to quide oneself by instinct: He 
followed Iris nose on negotiating that deal. 10. keep 
one’s nose clean, to behave properly; avoid trouble. 11. 
lead (around) by the nose, [/ead + obj + (around) by 
the nose] to control (someone); dominate. 12. look 
down one’s nose at, [~ + obj] to consider (someone or 
something) as inferior or less acceptable. 13. on the 
nose, precisely; exactly: We arrived at 3 o'clock on the 
nose. 14. put or keep one’s nose to the grindstone, 
to work intensely and persistently at a task. 15. put 
someone’s nose out of joint, to annoy; irritate. 16. 
turn up one’s nose at, [~ + obj) to reject (something) 
contemptuously: turned up his nose at the pitiful offer. 
17. under someone's nose, plainly visible; in full view: /t 
was right under my nose all the time. 

nose-bleed (n6dz/bléd’) /‘nowz,bliyd/ n. [count] bleeding 
from the nostrils. 

nose’ cone’, n. [count] the cone-shaped forward sec- 
tion of a rocket or guided missile. 

nose-dive (nōz/div/) /'nowz,dayv/ n, v, -dived or 
-dove, -dived, -div-ing. —. Also, nose’ dive’. [count] 
1. a fast downward motion of an aircraft with the forward 
part pointing downward. 2. a sudden sharp drop or rapid 
decline: Stock prices took a nosedive. —v. [no obj] Also, 
nose/’-dive’. 3. to go into a nosedive: Stocks nosedived 
for the fifth week in a row. 

nose-gay (n0z/ga’) /'nowz,gey/ n. [count] a small bou- 
quet of flowers. 

nosh (nosh) /nof/ Informal. —v. 1. to snack or eat 
(something) between meals: [no Obj): noshing on 
peanuts. [~ + obj]: to nosh potato chips. —n. (count) 2. 
a snack. —nosh/er, n. (count) 

no/-show’, n. [count] 1. a person who has a reservation 
or ticket and does not use it or cancel it: a few no-shows 
on the last flight. 2. a person who fails to show up, as for 
an appointment, esp. without warning. 

nos-tal-gia (no stal/ja, na-) /no'steld3a, nə-/ n. [non- 
count] a sentimental longing for places, things, friends, 
or conditions belonging to the past. See -ate-. 

nostalgic (no stal4jik, na-) /no'stwld3ik, nə-/ adj. hav- 
ing a feeling of nostalgia: nostalgic for the past. —nos- 
tal’gi-cal-ly, adv. See -atc-. 

nosstril (nos/tral) /‘nostral/ n. [count] either of the two 
outer Openings of the nose. 

nos-trum (nos/tram) /nostram/ n. [count] 1. a medicine 
sold with false or exaggerated claims. 2. a favorite 
scheme or plan to correct social or political problems; 
cure-all. 


nosy to notorious 


nosy or nos-ey (nō/zē) /'nowziy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 
overly curious about the affairs of others; prying. —nos- 
ily (nō/zl €) /'‘nowzliy/ adv. —nos/ieness, n. [Noncount) 

not (not) /not/ adv. 1. (used with verbs like be, have, and 
do, and with modal verbs, to express the opposite of the 
main verb, and also to express denial, refusal, prohibit- 
ing, etc.: 4 do not remember the answer. You must not 
think about it. tts not far from here. They are not com- 
ing. 2. (used with verbs like think, want, seem, appear, 
expect, and others that have another verb in a phrase or 
clause following, to express the opposite of the verb that 
follows): He did not seem to be ready (= tt did not seeni 
that he was ready). He did not want to go (= He wanted 
not to go.) | did not expect to see you here (= | expected 
that | woutdu't see you here). 3. [~ + a/one + noun) 
(used before a singular count noun) not even one (ex- 
pressing emphasis about the lack of something): He had 
not a penny to his name. Not a single missile got 
through the defense systent. Not one student could namie 
the president. ——Idiom. 4. not at all, a. (used as an 
answer to someone else's thanks): `Y appreciate your 
help.” —“Not at alt.” b. (used to emphasize an answer of 
“no”): “Did you like the show?" —“Not at all!” 

-nota-, root. -riota- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “note.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ANNOTATE, ANNOTATION, CONNOTATION, CONNOTE, DENOTATION, 
DENOTE, FOOTNOTE, KEYNOTE, NOTABLE, NOTARIZE, NOTARY, NO- 
TATION, NOTE, NOTORIETY, NOTORIOUS. 

no-ta be-ene (nd/ta be/ne; Eng. nd/ta ben/’e, be/ne) 
/now'ta bene; Eng. 'now!ta beniy, | biyniy/ Latin. (used 
in writing or formal speech) note well; take careful notice 
of what has been said or written. See -NoTA-. 

no-ta-ble (nō/tə bal) /‘nowtabol/ adj. 1. worthy of no- 
tice: a notable success. 2. distinguished; prominent; em- 
inent: notable artists. —n. [count] 3. an important, dis- 
tinguished, or eminent person. See -NOTA-. 

noteab-ly (nō/tə blē) /‘nowtabliy/ adv. 1. in a way that is 
worthy of being noticed: The audience was notably small. 
2. especially; particularly: a notably fine mical. See -NOTA-. 

no-ta-rize (nō/tə riz’) /‘nowts,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], -rized, 
-riz-ing. to make (a document) legal, as by signing it be- 
fore a notary public. —no-ta-ri-za-tion (nO/tar i Za7shan) 
/nowtan'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] See -NOTA-. 

notary (nō/tə rē) /'nowtoriy/ n. {comnt], pl. -ries. a 
person who is authorized to witness the signing of docu- 
ments and make them official by placing a special stamp 
on them. Also, notary public. See -NOTA-. 

no-ta-tion (nō tā/shən) /now'teyfon/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
system of special symbols or signs for a particular use: 
musical notation. 2. [nonconnt) the act, process, or 
method of writing down by means of such a system. 3. 
[count] a short note; annotation. See -NOTA-. 

notch (noch) /notf/ n. [count] 1. an angled or V-shaped 
cut in the edge or top of something. 2. an amount within 
a scale; degree: She's a notch above the average. —v. 3. 
[~ + obj] to make a notch or notches in. 4.[~ (+ up) 
+ obj) to score; to add to one’s record: The pitcher 
notched (np) anottier win. 

note (not) /nowt/ n., v., noted, noting. —. [cont] 1. 
a brief written record of something to help someone re- 
member something for future reference: She took notes 
in her Englisti class. 2. a brief written or printed state- 
ment giving information: ¢ lef you a note on the refriger- 
ator door. 3. a short letter: a note of apology. 4. a refer- 
ence or comment added to a passage of writing, to give 
one’s source, more information, etc.; a footnote. 5. an 
expression of a quality, emotion, etc., that is part of the 
surroundings; a hint: a note of fear in his voice. 6. Music. 
a tone of a certain pitch, or a sign or character used to 
represent it in a piece of music. 7. a sound of musical 
quality: te beautiful notes of the nightingale. 8. a certifi- 
cate, as of a government or a bank, accepted as money; 
a bill: a bundle of fifty-dollar notes. —v. 9. to write or 
mark down briefly; make a record or note of so as to re- 
member later: [~ + obj]: He noted the professor's coni- 
ments in the margins. [~ + down + objy. Note down 
this nare. 10. to make particular or special mention of 
(something): [~ + obj}: noted the heroic efforts of her 
staff {~ + that clause): noted that her staff tad dorie a 
fine job. 11. to take notice of; perceive: [~ + obj]: We 
noted tiis reluctance to testify. [~ + that clause]: She 
noted that sonnie people lefn early. —Idiom. 12. com- 
pare notes (on), to share information about: They comi- 
pared notes or ttie experience. 13. of note, having fame 
or importance: writers of note. 14. take note (of), to 
notice: [no obj}. The sign warned trespassers to take 
note. [take note of + obj): He failed to take note of ttie 
warning tights. See -NOTA-. 
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note-book (ndt/béd6k’) /‘nowt,buk/ n. [count] 1. a book 
of or for notes and other writing, esp. a book or binder of 
blank pages with straight lines in it. See illustration at 
SCHOOL. 2. a small, lightweight laptop computer about 
the size of a notebook. See -NOTA-. 

not-ed (nd/tid) /‘nowttd/ adj. well-known; celebrated; fa- 
mous: a noted scholar. {be + ~ + for]: The tow! is 
noted for its hills. See -NOTA-. 

note-pap-er (ndt/pa/par) /‘nowt,peypar/ n. [noncount) 
writing paper suitable for notes. See -NOTA-. 

note-wor-thy (ndot/wir/thé) /‘nowt,wardiy/ adj. worthy 
of notice; notable: a noteworthy success. See -NOTA-. 

noth-ing (nuth/ing) /'‘naOin/ pron. 1. not anything: He 
was warned to say nothing about the affair. 2. no trace: 
The house showed nothing of its former splendor. 3. 
something of no importance, significance, or value: 
Money means nothing to him. 4. (used to express the 
opinion that some action is not a great effort, or is no 
trouble, etc.): Carry four bags? Nothing to it. —n. 5. 
[count] an unimportant action, matter, circumstance, 
thing, or remark: whispering sweet nothings. 6. [count] a 
person of little or no importance; a nobody. 7. {non- 
count] zero; a cipher: Five minus five leaves nothing. 
—adv. 8. in no respect or degree; not at all: # was noth- 
ing like that. —adj. [before a noun] 9. amounting to 
nothing: He did a nothing job on that last report. 
—Idiom. 10. for nothing, a. free of charge: He towed 
the car for nothing. b. for no apparent reason or motive: 
flew into a rage for nothing. c. for no gain: We went to alt 
that trouble for nothing. 11. in nothing flat, in very little 
time: He drove the twenty miles in nothing flat. 12. 
make nothing of, [~ + obj) to fail to understand or 
comprehend: / can make nothing of this handwriting. 13. 
nothing but, only; just: / could see nothing but corn eve- 
rywhere | looked. 14. nothing doing, Informal. certainly 
not: “So do I get the raise?" —‘Nothing doing!" 15. 
think nothing of, [~ + obj} to regard or consider as un- 
important, insignificant, or easy: thought nothing of run- 
ning ten miles a day. 

noth-ing-ness (nuth’ing nis) /‘na®innis/ n. [noncount) 
1. the state or quality of being nothing. 2. absence of 
meaning or worth; emptiness: the nothingness of my job. 

no-tice (nd/’tis) /‘nowtrs/ n., v., -ticed, -ticeing. —n. 1. 
[noncount) information, warning, Or announcement of 
something coming or about to happen; notification: to 
give notice of one’s intentions. 2. [noncount) a notifica- 
tion by one of the parties to an agreement, as for work- 
ing at a job, that the agreement will end at a certain 
time: She gave her employer two-weeks' notice. 3. 
[connut] a written or printed statement with information or 
warning: to post a notice against trespassers. 4. [non- 
court] observation, attention, or heed; note: fo take ro- 
tice of one’s surroundings. 5. [noncomnt] interested or 
favorable attention: She was singled out for notice be- 
cause of her charitable work. 6. [count] a brief published 
review or Criticism of a book, play, etc. —v. 7. to become 
aware of or pay attention to; observe; note: [~ + obj]: I 
suddenly noticed her at the door, [~ + (that) clause]: 
She noticed that 1 frowned whenever ł typed fast. [~ + 
obj + verb-ing): She noticed him standing at the door. 
[~ + obj + root): She noticed him leave exactly at eight 
o'clock. —Idiom. 8. at or on short or a moment's no- 
tice, with very little advance warning: Firefighters have to 
be ready to act at a moment's notice. See -NOTA-. 

no-tice-a-ble (nd/ti sa bal) /‘nowtrsabol/ adj. capable of 
being noticed: a noticeable change in the weather. 
—no/tice-a-bly, adv. See -NoTa-. 

no-ti-fy (nd/ta fi’) /‘nowto,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. to in- 
form; give notice to; tell: {~ + obj]: to notify the police. 
[~ + obj + of: to notify the police of a crime. [~ + obj 
+ that clause): Yorrit have to notify hint that there's been 
an accident. —no-ti-fieca-tion (nōta fi kā/shən) /,nowt- 
afi'keyfon/ n. (comt): a notification of our intent to sell 
the House. (noncount): to give sufficient notification of 
your intention. —no/ti-fi’er, n. (commit) See -NoTa-. 

no-tion (nō/shən) /'nowfən/ n. [count] 1. an idea or 
view, esp. one’s own view: His notion of comfort meant 
conifortable stioes. 2. a foolish idea; whim: had some 
weird notion about space creatures. 3. notions, [pluran] 
small articles, as buttons, thread, or ribbon, displayed to- 
gether for sale. —no/tioneal, adj. See -NoTA-. 

no-torri-e-ty (nd’ta ria tē) /,nowto'rayatiy/ n. [non- 
cont] the state or condition of being widely known, esp. 
for something unfavorable. See -NOTA-. 

nNo-to-rri-ous (nō tôr/ē as, -tōr/-, na-) /now'toriyds, 
-'towr-, no-/ adj. widely Known esp. for something unfa- 
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vorable: a notorious thief. —no-to/ri-ous-ly, adv.: Hesa 
notoriously slow driver. See -NOTA-. 
not-with-stand-ing (not/with stan/ding, -with-) /,not- 
wid'stiend, -wr0-/ prep. 1. in spite of: Notwithstanding 
a brilliant defense, he was found guilty. (after a noun): 
The doctor's orders notwithstanding, she retirned to 
work. —adv. 2. nevertheless; anyway. 

nouegat (noo’gat) /‘nuwgot/ n. [count] a candy contain- 
ing nuts and sometimes fruit in a sugar or honey paste. 

nought (nôt) /not/ n., adj., adv. NAUGHT. 

noun (noun) /nawn/ n. [count] a member of a class of 
words that can function as the subject or object in a sen- 
tence or phrase, and typically refer to persons, places, 
animals, things, states, or qualities, as cat, desk, Ohio, 
darkness: Count nouns can usually take a phiral ending. 
Abbr.: n. See -Nom-?. 

-nounce-, root. -nomnce- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “call; say.” It is related to -nunc-. This 
meaning ts found in such words as: ANNOUNCE, DENOUNCE, 
MISPRONOUNCE, PRONOUNCE, RENOUNCE. 

nour-ish (nûr/ish, nur/-) /‘n3rtf, 'nar-/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
supply with what is necessary for life, health, and growth: 
This food will nourish the sick infants. 2. to keep alive; 
cause to grow: still nourished the hope of peace. 3. to 
strengthen; promote; foster: to nonrish talent. 

nourishing (nûr/ish ing, nur/-) /'narifig, 'nar-/ adj. 
providing food, or what is necessary for life, health, and 
growth: nomrishing foods. 

nour-ishement (nir/ish mont, nur/-) /'narrfmant, 'nar-/ 
n. [noncount] 1. something that nourishes; food; suste- 
nance. 2. the act of nourishing; the state of being nour- 
ished. 

nouveau riche (nōō/vō résh’) /‘nuw'vow riyf/ n. 
{count}, pi. nouveaux riches (noo’vo résh/) /‘nuw'vow 
riyf/. a person who is newly rich, esp. one thought of as 
being showy, vulgar, or lacking culture. See -nov-. 

nouvelle’ cuisine’ (noo vel’) /nuw'vel/ n. (noncount] 
a style of cooking that emphasizes the use of fresh ingre- 
dients, light sauces, and artful presentation of the food. 
See -NOv-. 

-“nov-, root. -nov- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “new.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
INNOVATE, INNOVATION, NOVA, NOVEL, NOVELETTE, NOVELIST, 
NOVELLA, NOVELTY, NOVICE, NOVITIATE, RENOVATE, RENOVATION. 

Nov or Nov., an abbreviation of: November. 

noeva (nō/və) /'nowvə/ n. [count], pl. -vas, -vae (-vé) 
l-viy/. a star that suddenly becomes thousands of times 
brighter and then fades to its original brightness. See 
-NOV-. 

noveel’ (nov/al) /'novoal/ n. [count] a long written story, 
usually fairly complicated, about characters and events 
that have been invented by the writer. See -nov-. 

nov-el? (nov/al) /'nnval/ adj. of a new kind; different 
from anything seen or known before: novel solutions to 
old problems. See -nov-. 

nov-el-ette (nov’a let?) /nnva'let/ m. [cont] a brief 
novel or long short story. See -nov-. 

nov-el-ist (nov/al ist) /‘novalist/ n. [count] a person who 
writes novels. See -Nov-. 

no-vel-la (nd vel/a) /now'velo/ n. [count], pl. -las. a 
written story, longer and more complex than a short 
story; a short novel. See -nov-. 

noveel-ty (noval tē) /‘novaltiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. 1. 
(noncount] the state or quality of being novel: brought 
novelty to the old way of doing business. 2. [count] a 
novel event, occurrence, experience, etc. 3. [comnt] a 
small, cheap, decorative or amusing article, usually 
mass-produced. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of or relating 
to novelties as articles of trade: some cheap little novelty 
items. See -nov-. 

No-vem-ber (nō vem/ber) /now'vembar/ n. [proper 
noun} the lith month of the year, containing 30 days. 
Abbr.: Nov. 

noveice (nov/is) /'novrs/ n. [count] 1. a person who is 
new to the circumstances, work, etc., in which he or she 
is placed; beginner. 2. a person admitted into a religious 
order for a period of testing before taking vows. See 
-NOV-. 

no-vi-ti-ate (nō vish7é it, -at’) /now'vrfiyit, -eyt/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the state or period of being a religious nov- 
ice. 2. [cont] the housing in which religious novices live. 
3. [count] a religious novice. See -Nov-. 

No-vo-caine (nd/va kan’) /'nowvə keyn’ Trademark. 
[noncount] a brand of anesthetic drug used esp. in den- 
tiStry. 

now (nou) /naw/ adv. 1. at the present time or moment: 
Fam now reading this definition. 2. without further delay; 


notwithstanding to nucleus 


immediately: Do it now or not at all. 3. at the time being 
referred to: The case was now ready for the jury. 4. in 
the very recent past: / saw them just now. 5. in these 
times; nowadays: Now we have Mrxuries unknown to our 
ancestors. 6. (used to introduce a statement or question, 
esp. when starting a new topic): Now, may | ask your 
something? 7. (used to strengthen a command, request, 
or the like): Now stop that! 8. (used to hesitate while the 
speaker thinks of something): Now, let me think. —conj. 
9. Also, now that. inasmuch as; since: Now that your're 
here, why not stay for dinner. —n. (noncount; no article] 
10. the present time or moment: Up to now no one has 
volunteered. —adj. 11. current; very fashionable: the 
now look in clothes. —Idiom. 12. now and again, oc- 
casionally. Also, now and then. 

now-ardays (nou’s daz’) /'nawo,deyz/ adv. 1. at the 
present time; these days: Nowadays I hardly ever see lier. 
—n. [noncount; no article] 2. the present: The kitchens of 
nowadays are more efficient than those of yesterday. 

no’ way’, adv. Informal. absolutely not; no: No way will 
I be there. 

noway (nO0’wa’) /‘now,wcy/ also NOsways (nd/waz’) 
/now,weyz/ adv. Informal in no way; not at all: He was 
noway responsible. 

no-where (nd/hwar’, -war’) /‘now,hweor, -,wear/ adv. 1. 
in, or at, no place; not anywhere; to no place: We went 
nowhere last weekend. —n. (nonconnt] 2. the state of 
nonexistence or seeming nonexistence: Thieves ap- 
peared from nowhere. 3. a State of not being well- 
known: She came out of nowhere and won the nomina- 
tion. 4. an unknown, faraway, remote, or nonexistent 
place or region: got lost in the middle of nowhere. —adj. 
(usually: before a noun) Informal. 5. being or leading 
nowhere; pointless; worthless: stick in a nowhere job. 
—Idiom. 6. nowhere near, not nearly: We have no- 
where near enough food. 

no/-win/, adj. not likely to yield benefit, success, or vic- 
tory: a no-win sitiation. 

no-wise (nd/wiz’) /‘now,wayz/ adv. not at all. 

-NOX-, root. -nox- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “night.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: EQUINOX, NOCTAMBULISM, NOCTURNAL, NOCTURNE. 

nox-ious (nok/shas) /'nokfas/ adj. harmful to the health: 
noxious fumes. See -Noc-. 

nozzle (noz/al) /'nnzal/ n. [count] a spout of a pipe, 
hose or the like, used to direct the flow of something 
passing through it, as water. 

-n't, a contraction of not: 
shouldn't; wont; mustn't. 

nth (enth) /en6/ adj. 1. being the last in a series of 
values, amounts, etc., that increase or decrease: This is 
the nth time I've told you. 2. utmost; extreme: the nth 
degree. 

nt. wt., an abbreviation of: net weight. 

nueance (noo/dns, nyoo’-, noo ans’, nyoo-) /'nuwans, 
‘nyuw-, nuw'ans, nyuw-/ n. [count] a slight difference or 
distinction, as in expression, meaning, color, tone, etc.: 
nuances of feeling in a poem. —nu/anced, adj. 

nub (nub) /nab/ n. [count] 1. [usually singular] the main 
point or heart of something; gist: The nub of the matter 
is money. 2. a knob; a lump or small piece. —nub/by, 
adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. 

nuebile (noo/bil, -bil, nyoo7-) /'‘nuwbrl, -bayl, '‘nyuw-/ adj. 
1. (of a young woman) sexually developed and physically 
attractive. 2. (of a young woman) suitable for marriage. 

nueclesar (noo’klé ər, nyoo’-) /‘nuwkliyar, 'nyuw-/ adj. 
l. relating to or involving atomic weapons: a nuclear war. 
2. operated or powered by atomic energy: a nuclear 
power plant; a nuclear submarine. 3. [before a nonn) of, 
relating to, or forming a nucleus: niclear particles. 

nu/clear en/ergy, n. [noncount] energy released by 
reactions within atomic nuclei, as in nuclear fission or fu- 
sion; atomic energy. 

nu/clear fam/ily, n. (cont) a family group that in- 
cludes only father, mother, and children. 

nu/clear reac/tor, n. Reactor (def. 2). Also called nu/- 
clear pile’. 

nuclear win/ter, n. [count] worldwide darkness and 
cold that some believe could result from extensive dust 
clouds produced by nuclear war. 

nuecle/ic ac/id (noo klé/ik, -kla/-, nyoo-) /nuw'kliyik, 
-'kley-, nyuw-/ n. [count] one of a group of long mole- 
cules, etther DNA or various types of RNA, carrying ge- 
netic information that directs functions of a living cell. 

nu-cle-us (noo’klé əs, nydo/-) /'nuwkliyas, 'nyuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. -cle-i (-kle i’) /-kliy,ay/ -cleeus-es. 1. a cen- 
tral part about which other parts are grouped or gath- 


didnt; hadnt; couldn't; 
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ered; core: The police managed to arrest some meinbers 
of the gang, but none that make up its nucleus. 2. a spe- 
cial, usually round mass of material in a cell that directs 
its growth and reproduction and contains most of the ge- 
netic material. 3. the central, positively charged mass 
within an atom, made up of neutrons and protons and 
making up most of the atom’s mass. 

nude (nõod, nydod) /nuwd, nyuwd/ adj., nud-er, nud-est, 
n. —adj. 1. being without clothing or covering; naked; 
bare. 2. (of a photograph, painting, statue, etc.) depict- 
ing the nude human figure. —n. 3. [comnt] a sculpture, 
painting, etc., of a nude human figure. 4. [voncoung the 
condition of being unclothed: to sleep in the nude. 

nudge (nuj) /nad3/ v., nudged, nudg-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to push slightly or gently, esp. with the elbow to 
get someone's attention. 2. to come close to reaching: 
The thermometer was nudging 80° F. —n. [count] 3. a 
slight or gentle push esp. with the elbow. 

nud-ism (noo/diz am, nyoo/-) /‘nuwdizam, 'nyuw-/ n. 
[nonconnt] the practice of going nude in public, esp. in 
secluded places that allow sexually mixed groups. 
—nud/ist, n. [comnt), adj. 

nuedi-ty (nd0/di tē, nydo’-) /‘nuwditiy, '‘nyuw-/ n. [non- 
comt) the state or condition of being nude. 

nug-get (nud/it) /‘nagit/ n. [cont] 1. a lump, esp. of 
gold or other precious metal. 2. anything small but of 
great value or significance: rmggets of wisdom). 

nuisance (ndd’sans, nydo’-) /‘nuwsons, 'nyuw-/ n. 
[count] one that is unpleasant, inconvenient, or annoy- 
ing: Ants are a nuisance at a picnic. 

nuke (ndok, nydok) /nuwk, nyuwk/ n., v, nuked, nuk: 
ing. Slang. —n. (count) 1. a nuclear weapon. 2. a nu- 
clear power plant or nuclear reactor. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
attack with nuclear weapons. 4. to heat or cook in a mi- 
crowave oven: nuking some leftovers. 

null (nul) /nal/ adj. 1. lacking value or significance. 2. 
being or amounting to nothing; nil. 3. Math. (of a set) 
empty: A null set is a collection that has no members in 
it. —Idiom. 4. null and void, without force or effect; 
not valid: The contract is now null and void. —nul/liety, 
n. [nonconnt) See -NULL-. 

-null-, root. -null- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “none; not one.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ANNUL, NULL, NULLIFY. 

nullify (nul’a fi’) /‘nalo,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to make or declare legally no longer binding: to 
nuttify a contract. 2. to deprive (something) of value or 
effectiveness: The budget cuts mullified all plans. —nuleli 
fication (nul’a fi kā/shən) /,nalafi'keyfon/ n. [non- 
connt) See -NULL-. 

-num-, root. -num- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “number.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ENUMERATE, INNUMERABLE, NUMBER, NUMERAL, NUMERATOR, 
NUMEROUS, OUTNUMBER, SUPERNUMERARY. 

numb (num) /nam/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. incapable 
of feeling sensations, as if under the effects of anesthe- 
sia: fingers that were numb with cold. 2. empty of emo- 
tion; stunned: felt numb with grief. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
make numb. —numb/ing, adj. —numb/ly, adv. 
—numb/ness, n. [noncount) 

num-ber (nuni/bear) /‘nambor/ n. 1. [count] a mathe- 
matical unit used to count or express an amount, quan- 
tity, etc.: Six is an even number; one, three, and five are 
odd numbers. 2. (count) a numeral or group of numer- 
als; a written number. 3. the total of a group or of a col- 
lection of units: [comnt]: What is the number of people 
with reserved seats? [nonconnt): Rivers are few in nim- 
ber in that state. 4. [connt; usually singular; often: ~ + 
of) an indefinite quantity; several: (ve been there a mim- 
ber of times. 5. [count] the particular numeral that is 
given or assigned to an object so as to distinguish it or 
show its place in a series: a house mimber; a license 
number; a tetephone number. (before a mmnneral): We 
took the number 113 bus to the station. 6 numbers, 
[ptrraf] a. a considerable amount or quantity; many: ar- 
rived in large numbers. b. numerical strength; a greater 
amount: There is strength in minbers. c. [the + ~] a 
lottery in which bets are placed on numbers chosen at 
random and published or broadcast. d. Informat. the 
figures representing the actual cost, expense, profit, etc.: 
The numbers didn't really add up, so the accountant 
went back over ttre. e. arithmetic: Are you any good at 
numbers? 7. (count) a tune or arrangement for singing 
or dancing; a piece of music: The next number they 
played was “Sunshine of Your Love.” 8. [connt] a certain 
performance within a show, as a song or dance: Don't 
miss the number that opens ttre second act. 9. [non- 
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count] a category of change in the form of a word which 
indicates whether the word refers to one or to more than 
one thing, in the distinction between singular and plural: 
In English, mimber is represented by the ending -s for 
many nouns in the plural, such as boys, books, clothes, 
and dolls. 10. (count; usually singular) Informal. person; 
individual: The girls think he's a pretty hot number. One 
of our number is no longer with us; Bob died suddenly 
last week. —v. 11. [~ + obj] to mark with or distinguish 
by numbers, usually in a series: He numbered the exam- 
ples one through ten on the board. 12. to amount to or 
reach in number; total: [~ + obj]: Our air force munbers 
one thousand bornbers. (no obj): Our army numbers in 
the thousands. 13. [~ + obj] to consider or include in a 
number: ¢ number myself among his friends. He was 
numbered among their enemies. 14. [~ + obj; usually: 
be + ~ed] to be close to the end of something: He Anew 
his hours were numbered after he took three bullets in 
the chest. 15. [~ + obj) to figure out the amount or 
quantity of; count: We mimbered the days until we could 
go home again. —Idiom. 16. by the numbers, ac- 
cording to standard procedures. 17. do a number on, 
[~ + obj] Slang. to defeat or humiliate: Their team dida 
mmber on us, beating us 55-0. 18. get or have some- 
one’s number, /nformal. to figure out or understand 
someone's character, intentions, or any hidden motives 
or plans they may have: She thinks she’s fooling them, 
but in fact they have her number. She's got my number 
all right; she knew just what | would do. 19. without 
number, of unknown or countless number; vast: Stars 
and galaxies without number fill the universe. See -NUM-. 
num-ber-less (num/bar lis) /‘namborlis/ adj. too many 
to be counted: mumberless grains of sand. See -NUM-. 
nuemer-a-ble (ndo0’mer ə bal, nyd0/-) /'nuwmərəbəl, 
'nyuw-/ adj. that can be counted, totaled, or numbered. 
See -NUN-. 

nuemereal (noo’mar al, nydo’-; noom/ral, nyoom/-) 
/nuwmoral, 'nyuw-; ‘nuwmrol, 'nyuwm-/ n. [comnt] a 
word, letter, symbol, or figure representing a number: 
the Roman muimeral X for 10. See -NUM-. 

nuemer-ate (v. noo/ma rat’, nyoo’-; adj. -mər it) / v. 
'nuwma,reyt, 'nyuw-; adj. -mərit/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, adj. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to enumerate. —adj. 2. able to use or 
understand numerical techniques of mathematics. —nu- 
mer-a-cy (nōo/mər ə sé, nyoo’-) /‘nuwmorosiy, ‘nyuw-/ 
n. (noncount) See -NUM-. 

nuemer-a-tor (noo’mea ra/tar, nyao’/-) /‘nuwmod,reytor, 
'nyuw-/ n. [connt] the term of a fraction, usually written 
above or before the line, that indicates the number of 
equal parts that are to be added together: tn the number 

. three-fifths, three is the numerator. Compare DENOMINA- 
TOR. See -NUM-. 

nuemer-i-cal (noo meri kel, nydo-) /nuw'merikal, 
nyuw-/ also nuemer/ic, adj. 1. of or relating to num- 
bers; of the nature of a number: Prt them in numerical 
order. 2. expressed in numbers: numerical equations. 
—nu-mer/i-calely, adv. See -NUM-. 

nuemer-ol-o-gy (nao’ma_ rolə jé, nyoo’-) /,nuw- 
ma'rplad3iy, ,nyuw-/ n. [noncount] the study of num- 
bers, as the figures designating the year of one’s birth, to 
determine their secret meaning. —nu/mer-ol/o-gist, n. 
[count] 

nuemer-ous (ndo/mar as, nyoo’-) /'nuwmərəs, 'nyuw-/ 
adj. 1. very many; existing in great quantity: We have 
been there on numerous occasions. 2. large in number: 
Recent andiences have been more numerous. See -NUM-. 

num-skull or numbeskull (num/skul’) /‘nam,skal/ n. 
[count] a dull-witted or stupid person. 

nun (nun) /nan/ n. [connt] a woman who is a member of 
a religious Order, esp. one who observes vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. 

-nunc-, root. -nnnc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “call; say.” It is related to -NouNce-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words aS: ANNUNCIATION, DENUNCIA- 
TION, ENUNCIATE, NUNCIO, PRONUNCIATION, RENUNCIATION. 

nun-ci-o (nun/shé G/, -së 3G’, nòón/-) /'nanfiy,ow, 
-siy,ow, 'nun-/ n. [count], pl. -cikos. a permanent diplo- 
matic representative of the pope at a foreign capital. See 
-NUNC-. 

nunnery (nun/ə rē) /'nanoriy/ n. [Connt), pi. -ner-ies. 
a residence for nuns; convent. 

nup-tial (nup/shal, -chəl) /'napfol, -t fol/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to marriage or the marriage ceremony: nuptial 
vows. —n. 2. Usually, nuptials. [p/nral] a wedding or 
marriage: The nuptiats were held in a beantifil old cathe- 
drat. 

nurse (nurs) /nsrs/ n., v., nursed, nursing. —n. [count] 
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1. a person trained in the care of the sick, esp. a regis- 
tered nurse. See illustration at HosPITAL. 2. a woman who 
has the general care of a child or children; dry nurse. 3. 
a woman who feeds someone else’s baby from her own 
breast; wet nurse. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to tend to or take 
care of (someone) in sickness: She nursed him back to 
health. 5. [~ + obj] to try to cure (an ailment) by taking 
care of oneself: She was nursing a cold. 6. (of a woman) 
to feed (an infant) at the breast: [~ + obj): The mother 
nursed her baby. [no obj): She was nursing. 7. (no obj] 
(of an infant) to feed at the breast. 8. [~ + obj] to han- 
dle carefully or fondly, esp. to consume slowly: to nurse a 
cup of tea. 9. [~ + obj) to keep steadily in one’s mind 
or memory: He nursed a grudge. —nurs/er, n. [count] 

nurse-maid (ntirs’mad’) /'n3rsymeyd/ n. [count] a 
woman or girl whose job is to care for children, esp. in a 
household. Also called nurs’er-y-maid/. 

nurs-erey (nûr/sə rē) /'n3rsoriy/ n. [count], ph -er-ies. 
1. a room or place set apart for infants or very young 
children. 2. a nursery school or day nursery. 3. a place 
where young trees or other plants are raised. 

nurs’ery rhyme’, n. [count] a short, simple poem or 
song for very young children. 

nurs’ery school’, n. a school for children before they 
attend kindergarten: [count]: a new nursery school. [non- 
count]: attending nursery school. 

nurs/ing home’, n. [count] 1. an institution caring for 
older or sick people where the patients can live. 2. 
Chiefly Brit. a small private hospital. 

nurs-ling or nursesling (nirs/ling) /‘narsiro/ n. [conni] 
a nursing infant or young animal. 

nur-sture (nur/char) /'nartfor/ v., -tured, -tur-ing, n. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to feed; supply with nourishment. 2. to en- 
courage or provide moral support: He nurtured his stu- 
dents in their studies. 3. to bring up; train; educate. —n. 
[nonconnt] 4. upbringing; training; education; develop- 
ment: providing for the nurture of young artists. 5. 
something that nourishes; nourishment; food. —nur7/- 
tur-er, n. [count] 

nut (nut) /nat/ n. [count] 1. a dry fruit made up of a ker- 
nel that may be eaten, and enclosed in a woody or leath- 
ery shell. 2. the kernel itself. 3. a hard, one-seeded fruit, 
as the chestnut or the acorn. 4. a block, usually of metal, 
made with a threaded hole so that it can be screwed 
down on a bolt to hold together objects through which 
the bolt passes. 5. Slang. a person who is greatly inter- 
ested in or enthusiastic about something; devotee: She's 
a sports nut. 6. Slang. a. a foolish, silly, or eccentric per- 
son. b. an insane person. —Idiom. 7. a hard or tough 
nut to crack, a. a difficult problem: Getting a tax refund 
this year is going to be a tough nut to crack. b. a person 
difficult to understand or convince. 

nut-crack-er (nut/krak/ər) /'nat,krækər/ n. [count] an 
instrument for cracking the shells of nuts. 

nuthatch (nut/hach’) /‘nat,hatf/ n. [count] a small, 
sharp-beaked bird that seeks food along tree trunks and 
branches. 

nut-meat (nut/met’) /'nat,miyt/ n. [count] the kernel of 
a nut, usually one that can be eaten. 

nutemeg (nut/meg) /'‘natmeg/ n. 1. [cont] the hard, 
strong-smelling seed of an East Indian tree. 2. [non- 
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count] the powder made from this seed and used as a 
Spice. 

nustriea (ndo/tré ə, nydo/-) /‘nuwtriyo, ‘nyuw-/ n. 1. 
[count] a large South American animal that is related to 
the rat and is at home in water. 2. [nonconnt] the fur of 
this animal, used for garments. 

nu-trieent (ndo/tré ant, nydo’-) /'nuwtriyant, 'nyuw-/ 
adj. [before a noun] 1. nourishing; providing nourish- 
ment. —n. [count] 2. a nutrient substance. 

nuetriement (nōö/trə mənt, nyoo’-) /'nuwtrəmənt, 
'nyuw-/ n. [count] any substance that when taken into a 
living organism serves to keep it alive. 

nuetrietion (ndo trish/ən, nyoo-) /nuw'trifon, nyuw-/ n. 
[nonconnt] 1. the study or science of the food and diet 
requirements of humans and animals for proper health 
and development: majoring in nutrition. 2. the process 
by which living things take in and use food material. 3. 
food; nutriment. —nu-tri/tion-al, adj. —nu-tri/tion- 
ally, adv. —nuetri/tion-ist, n. [count] —nu-tri-tive 
(notri tiv, nyoo’-) /‘nuwtritiv, 'nyuw-/ adj. 

nu-tri-tious (ndo trish’as, nydo-) /nuw'trifas, nyuw-/ adj. 
providing nourishment; nourishing: Vegetables and 
grains are nutritious foods. —nu-tri/tious-ly, adv. —nu- 
tri/tious-ness, n. [noncount] 

nuts (nuts) /nats/ Slang. —interj. 1. (used to express 
feelings of disgust, defiance, disapproval, despair, etc.): 
“Nuts; late again,” he groaned. —adj. [be + ~] 2. in- 
sane; crazy: l'm going nuts with all this work. —Idiom. 
3. be nuts about, [~ + obj] to admire fervently; love 
deeply: He's nuts about baseball. 

nuteshell (nut’shel’) /'nat,fel/ n. [count] 1. the shell of a 
nut. ——Idiom. 2. in a nutshell, briefly; in a few words: 
That, in a nutshelt, is our story. 

nutty (nut/e) /'natiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tivest. 1. nutlike, esp. 
in flavor. 2. Slang. a. silly or ridiculous: a nutty idea. b. 
peculiar, odd, strange; eccentric: / saw this nutty old man 
walking around the park talking to lamp posts. —nut/ti- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

nuzezle (nuz/al) /'nazol/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to touch or rub with the nose, snout, muzzle, etc.: 
The deer nuzzłed her neck. 2. to lie very close (to); cud- 
dle or snuggle up (to): [no obj): They nuzzled under the 
covers. [~ + obj]: He nuzzled her under the covers. —n. 
(count) 3. an affectionate embrace or cuddle. 

NV, an abbreviation of: Nevada. 

NW or N.W. or n.w., an abbreviation of: 1. northwest. 
2. northwestern. 

NY or N.Y., an abbreviation of: New York. 

ny-lon (ni/lon) /‘naylon/ n. 1. [noncount] a substance 
like thin plastic, made into fibers and sheets, usually 
tough, strong, and easily stretched, used esp. for yarn, 
fabrics, and bristles. 2. nylons, [plural] stockings made 
of nylon. 

nymph (nimf) /nimf/ n. [comnt] 1. any of various minor 
divinities of mythology thought of as beautiful young 
women living in the sea, a river, a tree, or a mountain. 2. 
a beautiful or graceful young woman. 3. the young of an 
insect. 

nym-phoemasniea (nim/fa mā/nē a, -man/ya) /,nim- 
fa'meyntys, -'meynyd/ n. [noncount] overwhelmingly 
strong sexual desire in a female. Compare satyriasis. 
—nym-pho-marni-ac (nimfa ma’neé ak’) /,nim- 
fa'meynty,wk/ n. [count], adj. 


O, o (6) /ow/ n. [count], pl. O's or Os; o's or os or oes. 
the 15th letter of the English alphabet, a vowel. 

O (6) /ow/ interj., n., pl. O's. —interj. 1. (used before a 
person's name when speaking to that person directly, 
esp. in solemn or poetic language): Hear, O Great King, 
the plea of your subjects. 2. (used to express strong 
emotion, such as surprise, pain, annoyance, desire, or 
gladness): “O, no, they're back!” “O, now you want to 
go.” —n. [count] 3. the exclamation “O”: A series of O's 
occurred in his speech to the king. 

O, Symbol. 1. the 15th in order or in a series. 2. the Ar- 
abic numeral zero; cipher. 3. a major blood group. 4. 
oxygen. 

-0, suffix. 1. -o is used as the final element in certain 
nouns that are shortened from longer nouns: ammo 
(from “ammunition’); combo (from  “combination”); 
promo (from “promotion”). 2. -o is also attached to cer- 
tain adjectives and nouns to form nouns that have an un- 
favorable or insulting meaning: weird + -o ~ weirdo (= 
a very weird person); wine + -o ~ wino (= someone 
who drinks too much wine). 3. -o is attached to certain 
nouns and adjectives to form informal nouns or adjec- 
tives; these are often used when speaking directly to an- 
other: kid + -o ~ kiddo (= a kid or person); neat + -o 
— neato (= an informal use of “neat"); right + -o 7 
righto (= an informal use of right’). 

O., an abbreviation of: 1. October. 2. Ohio. 
oaf (Of), n. [connt] a crudely clumsy or stupid person. 
—oaf/ish, adj. —oaf/ishely, adv. 
oak (0k) /owk/ n. 1. [count] a tree or shrub of the beech 
family, which bears the acorn as its fruit. 2. [moncount) 
the hard, long-lasting wood of such a tree. —oak/en, 
adj. 
oar (ôr, Or), n. [count] 1. a long pole with a broad, wide 
blade at one end, used as a lever for rowing or otherwise 
moving or steering a boat: dipping the oars into the wa- 
ter and stroking. —v. 2. to (cause to) row with or as if 
with oars: [~ + obj]: He oared the boat downstream. [no 
obj): She oared on the lake. —oars/man, n. [count], pl. 
-men. 

Oraesis (6 a/sis) /ow'cysis/ n. [count], pl. -ses (-SéZ) 
/-siyz/. 1. an area in a desert region where plants and 
trees can grow, usually having a spring or well. 2. a safe, 
quiet, or welcoming place, usually away from work or 
stress; haven. 
oat (dt), n. 1. (noncount) a cereal grass grown for its 
grain. 2. Usually, oats. [plural the grain of this plant. 
—Idiom. 3. feel one’s oats, to have a strong sense of 
self-confidence. —oat/en, adj. 
oath (th) /ow0/ n. [count], pl. oaths (Gthz, Oths). 1. a 
solemn declaration to God, a god, Or some person Or 
thing that is sacred, that what one says is the truth, or 
that what one promises will be done. 2. an irreverent use 
of the name of God or of anything sacred. 3. a curse 
word. —Idiom. 4. take an oath, to swear solemnly; 
vow: He took an oath to care for his niece. [~ + that 
clause]; He took an oath that he would care for his niece. 
5. under oath, [noncount] solemnly bound by the obli- 
gations of an oath. 
oatemeal (6t/mél’) /‘owt,miyl/ n. [noncount]) 1. meal 
made from ground or rolled oats. 2. a cooked breakfast 
food made from this. 
ob-, prefix. ob- is attached to roots and means “toward,” 
“to,” “on,” “over,” “against”: object, obligate. 
ob-durra-cy (ob/d6o ra sé, -dydo-) /'nbdorəsiy, -dyo-/ n. 
[noncount) the state or condition of being obdurate. See 
-DUR-. 
ob-du-rate (ob/d6o rit, -dyoo-) /’nbdurit, -dyu-/ adj. not 
moved by persuasion or pity; not giving in; unyielding: an 
obdurate opponent. —ob/du-rate-ness, n. [moncount) 
See -DUR-. 
o-be-di-ence (6 bé/dé ans) /ow'biydiydns/ n. 
count] the state or condition of being obedient. 
o-be-di-ent (6 bé/dé ant) /ow'biydiyont/ adj. complying 
with authority; willing to obey: an obedient child. [be + 
~ + to + obj): She is obedient to her parents. 
o-bei-sance (6 bia/sans, 6 be/’-) /ow'beysans, ow'biy-/ 
n. 1. [count] a movement of the body, as a bow, ex- 
pressing respect or submissiveness. 2. (noncount) defer- 
ence; homage. ~ o-bei’sant, adj. 
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ob-e-lisk (ob/a lisk) /‘nbalisk/ n. [count] a tall, pointed, 
four-sided pillar of stone. 

obese (6 bés’) /ow'biys/ adj. extremely fat. —o-be:si-ty 
(6 bé/si tē) /ow'biysitiy/ n. [noncount) 

obey (6 ba/) /ow'bey/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to do or follow 
the wishes or instructions of: She always obeyed her par- 
ents. 2. [no obj] to be obedient: Teach your dog to obey. 
3. [~ + obj] to comply with; follow: to obey orders. 4. 
[~ + obj] to respond quickly to: The car obeys my sligh- 
test touch on the steering wheel. 5. (usually not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj] to conform to; be subject to: All objects 
obey the law of gravity. —-Related Words. osBey is a 
verb, OBEDIENT is an adjective, OBEDIENCE is a noun: These 
children obey their parents. These children are obedient 
to their parents. These children have learned obedience. 

ob-fus-cate (ob/fa skat’, ob fus/kat) /'nbfo,skcyt, 
nb'faskeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to confuse; 
make unclear: You are deliberately obfuscating the issue. 
—ob/fus-ca/tion, n. [Noncount) —ob-fus-ca-torry (ob- 
fus/ka tor’é, -tōr/ē) /nb'fasko,toriy, -,towrly/ adj. 

Orbit (6 bit’) /ow'bit/ n. (count) an obituary. 

o-bit-uearsy (© bich/ōo er’é) /ow'bitfuw,erty/ n. (count), 
pl. -ar-ies. a written notice of the death of a person, as 
in a newspaper, often with a biographical sketch. 

obj., an abbreviation of: 1. object. 2. objective. 

ob-ject (n. ob/jikt, -jekt; v. əb jekt/) / n. ‘nbd3ikt, 
-d3ekt; v. ob'dgekt/ n. [count] 1. anything that can be 
seen or touched and is for the most part stable or lasting 
in form, and is usually not alive: to collect small objects. 
2. a thing, person, or matter to which thought or action 
is directed; the cause of such thought or action: the ob- 
ject of her desires. 3. the purpose toward which effort or 
action is directed; goal; objective: His main object was to 
take over the company. 4. a noun, noun phrase, Or pro- 
noun in a phrase or sentence that represents either the 
goal or the thing receiving the action of a verb, or that 
represents the goal of a preposition: The word ball in | 
hit the ball is an object. The words her and question in 
He asked her a question are objects. The word table in 
the phrase under the table is also an object. Compare DI- 
RECT OBJECT, INDIRECT OBJECT. 5. [Noncount) a Cause for 
worry or restraint: Money is no object, so spend all you 
want. —v. 6. to express or feel disapproval, dislike, or 
opposition: [~ + to + obj]: They objected to my pro- 
posal. [no obj): They wanted to sell the property, but we 
objected strongly. 7. [~ + that clause) to state or pres- 
ent (some fact or opinion, etc.) as the thing that one op- 
poses: They objected that the rules were unfair. —ob» 
jec’tor, n. [count] See -JEc-. 

ob-jec-tion (ab jek’shan) /ob'd3ekfon/ n. [count] 1. a 
reason or argument offered in opposition: raised an ob- 
jection to the proposal. 2. the act of objecting. 3. a feel- 
ing of disapproval or disagreement: Despite her family’s 
objection, she married him. See -JECc-. 

ob-jec-tion-a-ble (ab jek/shə nə bal) /əb'dzekfənəbəl/ 
adj. causing a feeling of disapproval; offensive; unaccept- 
able: objectionable behavior. See -JEc-. 

ob-jec-tive (ab jek/tiv) /ob'd3ektiv/ n. [count] 1. a pur- 
pose; aim; goal: The army's objective was to seize the 
town before the invaders did. —adj. 2. not influenced by 
personal feelings or prejudice: an objective opinion. 3. 
of, relating to, or being a grammatical case that typically 
indicates the object of a transitive verb or of a preposi- 
tion (contrasted with subjective). —ob-jec/tivesly, adv. 
—ob-jec-tiv-isty (ob/jik tiv/i tē, -jek-) /,obd3ik’tvitiy, 
-d3ek-/ ob-jec/tive-ness, n. (noncount) See -JEc-. 

ob/ject les’son, n. [count] a practical or concrete 
demonstration or example of a principle: Watching hirn 
run that meeting was an object lesson in leadership. 

ob-jet d'art (ob/zha dar’) /,nb’3ey dor/ n. [count], pl. 
ob-jets d'art (ob/zha dar’) /,nb'3cy dar/. an object of ar- 
tistic worth or interest. Also called ob-jet/. 

ob-late (ob/lat, o biat’) /‘nbleyt, n'bleyt/ adj. flattened 
at the top. See -tatT-'. 

ob-liegate (ob/li gat’) /‘nbligeyt/ v. [~ + obj + to + 
verb], -gat-ed, -gat-ing. to make (someone) feel or un- 
derstand that some action is morally or legally necessary: 
The contract obligates you to pay on time. See -LIG-. 

ob-li-ga-tion (ob/li ga’shan) /,obli'geyfon/ n. 1. some- 
thing that a person feels morally or legally bound to do: 
[count]: to feel an obligation to help one’s parents. [non- 
count): a strong sense of farnily obligation. 2. [nonconnt] 
a binding promise or contract: Try our product, with no 
obligation to biry. See -tiG-. 

o-blig-a-torry (ə blig’a tore, -tōr/ēæ, obli gə-) 
/a'bligo,toriy, -towriy, 'obligs-/ adj. required; necessary; 
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mandatory; compulsory: obligatory payrnent of taxes. See 
~LIG-. 

o-blige (ə blij”) /a'blayd3/ v., o-bliged, o-blig-ing. 1. to 
require, as by law, contrast, conscience, or force; bind: 
[be + ~ed + to + verb): After having been invited to 
their party, we were obliged to invite thern to ours. [~ + 
obj + to + verb): The wilt obliges the heirs to tive in the 
family rnansion. 2. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed} to 
place under a debt of gratitude for a favor or service: We 
are rnuch obliged for the ride. 3. to do a favor or per- 
form some service for (another): [~ + obj): The singer 
obliged us with a song. [no obj): He would be happy to 
oblige. —ob-lig/ing, adj.: He's very obliging and wilt cer- 
tainly help you. See -.c-. 

oblique (ə blék’, 6 blēk/; Military. ə blik’, © blik/) 
/a'bliyk, ow'bltyk; Military. o'blayk, ow'blayk/ adj. 1. 
slanting; sloping; sideways: an oblique line. 2. not 
Straight or direct, such as a course. 3. indirectly ex- 
pressed: an oblique reference to the queen. 

ob-lit-er-ate (ə blita rat’) /a'blita,reyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to remove or destroy all traces of: The 
bornbardment obfterated the village. 2. to make (some- 
thing) impossible to read or decipher; blot out; efface. 
—ob-lit/er-a’tion, n. [nonconnt] —ob-lit/er-a/tor, n. 
[count] See -.it-. 

ob-liv-icon (ə bliv/ē an) /a'bliviyon/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the 
state of being completely forgotten: AH their bright plans 
have faded into oblivion. 2. the state of forgetting or of 
being not aware of what is going on around oneself: the 
oblivion of sleep. 

ob-liv-i-ous (ə bliv/ē as) /a'bliviyas/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + 
to/of + obj] unaware of what is around oneself: oblivious 
to the danger. 2. (usually: be + ~; sometimes: after a 
nonn) forgetful; unable to remember: Some survivors 
just sat and stared, oblivious. —ob-liv’isous-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

ob-long (ob/léng’, -long’) /'nb,lon, -,lnn/ adj. 1. in the 
form of a rectangle one of whose dimensions is much 
greater than the other. —/. [count] 2. an oblong figure. 

ob-lo-quy (ob/la kwé) /'nblokwiy/ n. [noncount] 1. 
blame or verbal abuse. 2. discredit or disgrace. See 
-LOQ-. 

ob-nox-ious (ab nok/shas) /ab'nnkfas/ adj. very objec- 
tionable or offensive: an obnoxious bore. See -Noc-. 

O-boe (6/b6) /‘owbow/ n. [count] a woodwind instrument 
having a slender, cone-shaped, tubelike body and a dou- 
ble-reed mouthpiece. —o/bo-ist, n. [count] 

ob-scene (ab sén/) /ab'siyn/ adj. 1. offensive to people's 
feelings about what is moral or decent: obscene tan- 
guage. 2. intended to excite or stimulate sexual appetite; 
lewd: obscene movies. 3. terrible; disgusting; abomina- 
ble; repulsive: obscene cruelty. —ob-scene/ness, n. 
[noncount} 

ob-scen-i-ty (ob sen/i tē, -sé/ni-) /nb'senttiy, -'siyni-/ n. 
1. [noncount) the state or condition of being obscene. 2. 
{cownt] an act, word, or statement that is considered ob- 
scene. 

ob-scure (ab skydér’) /ab'skyur/ adj., -scur-er, -scur. 
est, v., -scured, -scur-ing, —adj. 1. not clear or plain; 
ambiguous, vague, or uncertain: an obscure message; 
obscure motives. 2. not easily noticed: the obscure 
beginnings of a revolutionary movement. 3. of little or no 
fame or distinction; unknown: an obscure artist. 4. dark; 
dim; murky; hard to see, as if hidden by darkness: Ar 
obscure figure loomed out of the shadows. —v. [~ + 
obj) 5. to conceal; cover; mask: Poets sometimes try to 
obscure their message. 6. to make dark or indistinct: 
The darkness obscured his featirres. —ob-scure/ly, adv. 

ob-scursiety (ob skyddr’a tē) /nb'skyurotiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the condition or state of being hard to see be- 
cause of darkness or dimness. 2. the condition or state 
of being unknown or not famous: He rose from obscurity 
to sudden fame. 

ob-se-qui-ous (ab sé/kwe as) /ab'siykwiyoas/ adj. slav- 
ishly attentive; servile; fawning: The waiter gave an obse- 
quious bow to the duchess. See -SEQ-. 

ob-serv-ance (ab zur/vans) /ob'zarvons/ n. [noncoint] 
1. the action of following, obeying, or complying with a 
law, custom, etc. 2. a celebration by ceremonies, 
practices, etc.: the observance of the Sabbath. 3. an act 
or instance of watching; observation. See -sERv-’. 

ob-serveant (əb zur/vant) /ob'z3rvont/ adj. 1. quick to 
notice; alert: Be observant for signs of danger. 2. careful 
in the observing of a law, religious ritual, Custom, or the 
like: an observant Catholic. See -serv-’. 

ob-ser-va-tion (ob/zůr vā/shən) /,pbzar'veyfan/ n. 1. 
[connt] an act or instance of watching attentively. 2. 
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[noncount) the ability or habit of observing or noticing 
things: powers of observation. 3. an act or instance of 
watching carefully or noting something for a scientific or 
other special purpose: [comnt): a classroorn observation 
of a teacher by the headmaster. [noncount; 1nder + ~): 
to keep the patient under observation trritit he recovers. 
4. [count] a judgment made on the basis of what one 
has observed: He shared her observations on how people 
behaved. 5. [count] a remark; comment. See -serRv-?. 

ob-serv-a-toery (ab ztir/va tôr/ē, -tdr/é) /ab'z3rva,toriy, 
-,towriy/ n. [count], pl -ries. a building equipped for 
studying the heavens or other natural phenomena, esp. a 
place equipped with a powerful telescope. See -serv-?. 

ob-serve (ab ziirv’) /ob'zarv/ v., -served, -serv-ing. 1. 
to see, watch, or notice: [~ + obj]: | observed a person 
dashing across the field. [no obj): Fm just observing; Fm 
not participating. 2. to look at with attention: [~ + obj]: 
The scientists observed the eclipse. [no obj]: to observe 
and learn. 3. [sed with quotations] to state by way of 
comment; remark: "You're simply not ready,” he quietly 
observed. 4. [~ + obj] to keep or maintain in one’s ac- 
tion, conduct, etc.: to observe silence. 5. [~ + obj] to 
obey, comply with, or conform to: fo observe the law. 6. 
[~ + obj] to celebrate, as a holiday, in a customary way. 
—ob-serv’er, n. [count] See -serv-?. 

ob-sess (ab ses’) /ab'ses/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to dominate 
the thoughts of; preoccupy: Revenge obsessed him. 2. 
[no obj] to think about something without stopping: He 
obsessed about his old girlfriend for years. See -sess-. 

ob-ses-sion (ab sesh’an) /ab'sefan/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
intense preoccupation of one’s thoughts by a single, con- 
tinuous idea or feeling; the state of being obsessed. 2. 
[count] the idea, image, desire, etc., itself. See -sess-. 

ob-sess-ive (ob ses/iv) /nb'sesiv/ adj. 1. of, being, or 
resembling an obsession: an obsessive fear of disease. 
2. possessed or tending to be possessed by obsessions: 
an obsessive personality. —obesess/ive-ly, adv. See 
-SESS-. 

obssid-iean (ab sid’é an) /ab'stdiyan/ n. [noncount) a 
hard, dark, glasslike substance formed when volcanic 
eruptions cool. 

ob-so-les-cence (ob/sa les’ans) /,nbsa'lesans/ n. [non- 
count] the state or quality of becoming obsolescent or 
obsolete. 

ob-so-les-cent (ob’sa les’ant) /,nbso'lesont/ adj. be- 
coming obsolete; passing out of use, as a word or a 
product. 

ob-so-lete (ob/sa lét’, ob/sa lét’) /,nbsa'liyt, 'nbso,liyt/ 
adj. 1. no longer in general use; fallen into disuse: obso- 
lete customs. 2. no longer useful; out-of-date: an obso- 
lete battleship. 

ob-sta-cle (ob/sta kal) /‘nbstakal/ n. [count] something 
that prevents or slows progress; an obstruction; hin- 
drance. See -STAN-. 

ob-ste-tri-cian (obsti trish’an) /,obsti'trifon/ n. [count] 
a doctor who is a specialist in obstetrics. See -sTan-. 

ob-stet-rics (ab ste/triks) /ob'stetriks/ n. [noncomnt; 
used with a singular verb) the branch of medical science 
dealing with pregnancy and childbirth. —ob-stet/ri-cal, 
ob-stet/ric, adj. See -STAN-. 

ob-stiena-cy (ob/sta na sé) /'nbstonasiy/ n. [nonconnt) 
the quality or state of being obstinate. See -STAN-. 

obssti-nate (ob/sta nit) /'‘nbstonit/ adj. firmly or stub- 
bornly unwilling to change one’s purpose, opinion, or 
course of action: Onr neighbors were so obstinate they 
refised to evacuate their house even during the flood. 
See -STAN-. 

ob-strep-er-ous (ab strep’ar as) /ab'streparas/ adj. 1. 
resisting control or restraint; unruly: obstreperous dern- 
onstrators. 2. noisy, clamorous, or boisterous: an ob- 
Streperous party. 

ob-struct (ab strukt’) /ob'strakt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
block or close up, as by being in the way: The fallen 
rocks obstructed the road. 2. to interrupt, slow down, or 
prevent the progress of: to face charges of obstructing 
justice. —ob-struc/tive, adj. —ob-struc/tive-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -STRU-. 

ob-struc-tion (ob struk’shan) /nb'strakfon/ nm. 1. 
[connt] something that obstructs something else: The 
tanks rolled over the obstnictions the farmers had placed 
in their path. 2. [noncoint] the act of obstructing some- 
thing: obstniction of justice. See -STRU-. 
ob-struc-tion-ist (ab struk’sha nist) /ab'strakfanist/ n. 
[cont] a person who deliberately delays or prevents 
progress. —ob-struc/tion-ism, n. [nonconnt] See 
-STRU-. 

ob-tain (ab tan’) /ab'teyn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to come into 
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possession of; acquire: to obtain a driver's license. 2. (no 
obj; usually: not be + ~ -ing] to be common or custom- 
ary, esp. so as to be in force or to exist in a particular 
place or time: the morals that obtained in ancient Rome. 
—ob-tain’a-ble, adj. —ob-tain/ment, n. [noncount] See 
-TAIN-. 

ob-trude (ab trod’) /ab'truwd/ v., -trud-ed, -trud-ing. 
1. to thrust forward; impose without invitation or need: 
[~ + obj): obtruding his opinion on others. [~ + on/ 
upon + obj): to obtrude on someone's privacy. 2. [no 
obj) to (cause to) push or stick out: The veins on his 
forearms obtruded like wires. [~ + obj]: The plastic ma- 
terial was obtruded through small holes in the metal 
plate. See -TRUDE-. 

ob-trussive (ob trdd0/siv) /nb'truwsiv/ adj. causing atten- 
tion in an unpleasant way: obtrusive gold decoration. 
—ob-tru/sive-ly, adv. —ob-tru/sive-ness, 7. [oncourit) 
See -TRUDE-. 

ob-tuse (ab td0s/, -tyd0s’) /ab'tuws, -'tyuws/ adj. 1. not 
quick or alert in the ability to understand or feel; insensi- 
tive; dull: an obtuse mind. 2. (of an angle) greater than 
90° but less than 180°. —ob-tuse/ness, n. {rioncoit J 

ob-verse (n. ob/virs; adj. ob vars’, ob/vurs) / n. 'nb- 
vars; adj. ob'vars, 'nbvars/ n. [count] 1. the side of a 
coin, medal, flag, etc., that bears the principal design 
(opposed to reverse). 2. the front or principal surface of 
anything. 3. an opposite or contrary side, position, or as- 
pect: Your opinion is the obverse of ours. —adj. 4. facing 
the observer: the obverse Side. See -VERT-. 

ob-vieate (ob/vé at’) /'nbviy,eyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, 
-at-ing. to think about (something) ahead of time and 
prevent or make unnecessary: Their plan to go south will 
obviate the need for warm clothes. —obeviea-tion (ob/- 
ve a/shan) / obviy'eyfan/ n. [noncount] See -via-. 

ob-vieous (ob/vé as) /'nbviyas/ adj. 1. easily or Clearly 
comprehended; evident: an obvious solution to a prob- 
lem. {It + be + ~+ that clause): It nst be obvious to 
everyone that he’s lying. 2. (usually: be + ~] not subtle 
or restrained: That tiglit dress is too obvious to wear on 
a first date. See -viA-. 

ob-visousely (ob/vé as lē) /'nbviyasliy/ adv. 1. used to 
express the opinion that what follows is, or should be, 
clearly understood or known about: Obviously we'll have 
to finislı this part of the course before we cai begin the 
next one. 2. plainly; easily seen or recognized: The men 
had obviously not slept well: there were dark Circles nri- 
der their eyes. See -viA-. 

ocearriena (ok/a ré/na) /,nko'riyno/ n. [count], pl. -nas. 
a simple musical wind instrument shaped somewhat like 
an egg, with a mouthpiece and finger holes. 

oc-ca-sion (ə ka/zhan) /a'key3on/ n. 1. (count) a partic- 
ular time, esp. when certain events or circumstances take 
place: On several occasions lie was seen leaving the 
spy’s apartment. 2. [count] a special or important time, 
event, ceremony, etc.: Tle party was quite an occasion. 
3. a convenient or favorable time; opportunity: [count]: a 
good occasion to take inventory of our stock. (noncount): 
We never had occasion to take that highway. 4. [count] 
the immediate cause; reason: What is the occasion for 
this uproar? —v. [~ + obj] 5. to give cause for; bring 
about: Those actions occasioned liostility arid everttually 
war. —Idiom. 6. on occasion, [oncourt]) once in a 
while; occasionally: to drink on occasion. 

oc-carsion-al (9 ka/zha nl) /a'key3onl/ adj. [before a 
noun) occurring or appearing at irregular times or not 
very often: am occasional lieadache. —oc-ca/sionealely, 
adv. 

oc-ciedenctal (ok/si den/tl) /,okst'dentl/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to the West, or the countries of Europe and America. 
See -CIDE-. 

oc-clude (ə kldod/) /a'kluwd/ v., -clud-ed, -clud-ing. 1. 
to (cause to) be closed, shut, or stopped up, as a pas- 
sage or opening: [~ + obj): Somrethitig occluded the 
drainpipe. [no obj): The drainpipe occluded. 2. [no obj) 
(of a tooth) to make contact with the surface of an oppo- 
site tooth when the jaws are closed. —oc-clu-sion (a- 
kloo/zhan) /a'kluw3on/ nu. [court]: an occlusion of the 
teetli. (1oucourit): iniproper occlusion. —ocecluesive (3- 
kloo/siv) /a'kluwsiv/ adj. 

oc-cult (ə Kult”, ok/ult) /o'kalt, 'nkalt/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to any system claiming use or knowledge of secret, 
magical, or supernatural powers. 2. beyond ordinary 
knowledge or understanding. —r. (roncount; the + ~) 
3. supernatural, secret, or magical powers or affairs. 
—oc-cult/ism, 4. [oucoriit) 

oc-cuepan-cy (ok’ya pan sé) /'nkyopansiy/ m. [non- 
count) the condition, state, or fact of occupying some- 
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thing or of having living quarters in some place: Occu- 
pancy by more than 250 persons is dangerous and 
illegal. See -ceP-. 

oc-cuepant (ok/yə pant) /'‘nkyopant/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son or group that occupies something: He robbed the 
occupants of a taxicab. 2. a tenant or resident: the occu- 
pants of a house. See -cep-. 

oc-curpasrtion (ok’ya pa/shon) /,nkyo'peyfon/ n. [count] 
1. a person’s usual or principal work, esp. in earning a 
living. 2. any activity that a person does. 3. the act of oc- 
cupying an area, esp. by military forces. See -ceP-. 

oc-curpastion-al (ok’ya pa/sha nl) /,okyo'peyfonl/ adj. 
{before a noun) of, relating to, or caused by one’s occu- 
pation: occupational stress. See -ceP-. 

oc-cuspy (ok/ya pi’) /'nkyo,pay/ v. [~ + obj], -pied, 
-py-ing. 1. to have, hold, or take as a separate space: 
The orchard occupies half the farm. 2. to be a resident 
or tenant of: Our company occupied the three top floors 
of that building. 3. to fill up with some activity; spend: to 
occupy tinie reading. 4. to get the interest or attention 
of; involve: We occupied the children with a game. 5. to 
take possession and control of (a place), such as by mili- 
tary invasion: The enemy forces occupied the town. 6. to 
hold (a position, office, etc.): He occupies the key posi- 
tion of advisor to the president. See -ceP-. 

ocecur (ə kur’) /o'k3r/ v. [no obj], -curred, -cur-ring. 1. 
to happen; take place; come to pass: The accident oc- 
curred last night. 2. (not: be + ~ -ing] to be met with or 
found; present itself; turn up; appear; exist: Crime and 
disease occur in all countries of the world. 3. {not: be + 
~ -ing; usually: ~ + to + obj] to come to mind: An idea 
just occurred to me. [~ + to + obj + that clause]: The 
thought occurred to me that we should save money. [It 
+ ~ + to + obj + (that) clause): It never occurred to 
me (that) we would not have enougl! money. See -CcuR-. 

oc-curerence (ə kûr/əns, ə kur/-) /o'karons, a'kar-/ n. 
l. [nonconnt] a process or instance of occurring. 2. 
[count] something that occurs: unexpected occurrences. 
See -CuR-. 

o-cean (ō/shən) /‘owfon/ n. 1. [noncourit; the + ~) the 
vast body of salt water that covers almost three-fourths of 
the earth's surface. 2. [count] any of the divisions of this 
body, commonly known as the Atlantic, the Pacific, the 
Indian, the Arctic, and the Antarctic oceans. 3. [count] a 
vast quantity: oceans of tears. 

o-cean-go-ing or o-cean-goring (d’/shan gō/ing) 
/‘owfon,gowin/ adj. {before a noun] (of a ship) designed 
and equipped to travel on the open sea. 

o-ceransic (6/shé an/ik) /,owfiy'wntk/ adj. [before a 
noun] of or relating to an ocean: oceanic depths. 

oceanography (d’/sho nog/ra fē, ōshē ə-) 
/owfoa'nografiy, ,owfiys-/ n. [noncount)] the branch of 
physical geography dealing with the ocean. —o/’cea- 
nog/ra-pher, n. [court] —o-cea-no-graph-ic (0’sho- 
nə grafik) /,owfono'grefik/ adj. See -GRAPH-. 

oc-e-lot (osa lot’, 0/sa-) /'nsa,Int, 'owsa-/ n. [count] a 
spotted wildcat of Texas and Central and South America. 

o-cher or o-chre (d’kar) /owkar/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
mixture of iron with various earthy materials, ranging in 
color from pale yellow to orange and red, and used as 
pigment. 2. the color of this; pale to reddish yellow. 

o'clock (ə klok’) /a'klok/ adv. 1. (used after a number, 
from 1 to 12, to specify the hour of the day): 11 o'clock 
in the rnorning. 2. (used after a number to indicate a po- 
sition in space in front of one’s view, as if one could see 
a clock and the numbers of the clock’s face with 12 
o'clock directly ahead in horizontal position or straight up 
in vertical position): The pilot called out, “Enemy plaries 
approacliing at ten o'clock.” 

Oct or Oct., an abbreviation of: October. 

octa-, prefix. octa- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “eight”: octa- + -gorn 7 octagon (= eight-sided 
figure). 

oc-ta-gon (ok/ta gon’, -gan) /‘nkta,gnn, -gan/ n. [count] 
a flat, geometrical shape or figure having eight angles 
and eight sides. —oc-tag-o-nal (ok tag’a nl) /nk'taganl/ 
adj. See -GON-. 

oc-tane (ok/tan) /‘nkteyn/ s. [noncount; often: after a 
word that naines degree] a chemical substance, a hydro- 
carbon that is found in petroleum and is used to indicate 
the level of quality of gasoline: /righ-octane fuel. 

octave (ok/tiv, -tav) /'nktiv, -teyv/ n. (commit) 1. a. a 
tone on the eighth degree from a given musical tone. b. 
the interval between such tones. 2. a series or group of 
eight. 

oc-tet (ok tet’) /ok'tet/ nu. (court) 1. a company of eight 
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singers or musicians. 2. a musical composition for eight 
voices or instruments. 

Oc-to-ber (ok tō/bər) /nk'towbar/ n. the tenth month of 
the year, containing 31 days. Abbr.: Oct. 

oc-to-ge-nar-iean (okta jə nâr/ē ən) /pktəd- 
z3ə'neəriyən/ n. [count] one between 80 and 90 years 
old. 

oc-te-pus (ok/ta pas) /‘nktapas/ n. [count], pi. -pus-es, 
-pi (-pi/) /-,pay/. 1. a sea creature having a soft, oval 
body and eight tentacles with suckers on them. 2. some- 
thing like an octopus, as an organization having many 
branches. 

-ocul-, root. -oci/- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “eye.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BINOCULAR, MONOCLE, OCULAR, OCULIST. 

oc-urlar (ok/ya lar) /‘nkyalor/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or 
for the eyes. 2. performed or seen by the eye or eye- 
sight. See -ocut-. 

oceurlist (ok/ya list) /'nkyalist/ n. [cont] (formerly) 1. 
OPHTHALMOLOGIST. 2. OPTOMETRIST. See -OCUL-. 

OD (6/dé/) /‘ow'diy/ n., pi ODs or OD’s, v., OD’d or 
ODed, OD’ing. —n. [count] 1. an overdose of a drug, 
esp. a fatal one. 2. a person who has become seriously 
ill or has died from a drug overdose. —v. [no obj) 3. to 
take a drug overdose. 4. to die from a drug overdose. 5. 
to have or take too much of something: / was OD‘ing on 
caffeine. 

odd (od) /nd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. differing in nature from 
what is usual or expected: an odd choice for arnbassa- 
dor. 2. peculiar, weird, bizarre, or strange: odd taste in 
clothing. 3. leaving a remainder when divided by 2, as a 
number: 3, 15, and 181 are odd numbers. 4. [after a 
mimber] more or less, esp. a little more than: / owe the 
dentist three hnindred-odd dollars. 5. [before a noun] 
being part of a pair, set, or series of which the rest is 
lacking: an odd glove. 6. [before a noun] remaining after 
all others are paired, grouped, or divided into equal 
numbers or parts: Who gets the odd hamburger? 7. [be- 
fore a noun] of various or different types or sorts: odd 
bits of information. 8. [before a noun] not regular or full- 
time; occasional: did odd jobs. 

odd-ball (od’bdl’) /'nd,bol/ Informal —n. [count] 1. a 
peculiar person; eccentric. —adj. [before a noun] 2. pe- 
culiar; weird: oddball behavior. 

odd-iety (od/i tē) /‘nditiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [count] a pe- 
culiar person, thing, or event. 2. [count] an odd charac- 
teristic, trait, or element; peculiarity. 3. [moncount] the 
quality of being odd. 

odd-ment (od’mant) /‘ndmant/ n. [count] an odd article; 
a bit; something remaining; a remnant. 

odds (odz) /ndz/ n. (phrraf 1. the probability that some- 
thing is so or that it is more likely to occur than some- 
thing else: The odds are that it will rain today. 2. this 
probability, expressed as a number: The odds are two-to- 
one that it wilt rain today. 3. an allowance to make 
something more equal, as that given to the weaker 
player in a contest; handicap. —Idiom. 4. against all 
odds, in spite of all likelihood against one: He somehow 
managed to succeed against alt odds. 5. at odds, [be + 
~ (+ with + obj)] in disagreement: They were at odds 
(with each other) over politics. 

odds’ and ends’, n. [plura small, unimportant things, 
matters, articles, items, etc. 

odds/-on/, adj. [usially: before a noun] being the one 
more or most likely to achieve something: an odds-on 
favorite to win. 

ode (6d) /owd/ n. [count] a lyric poem, typically with an 
irregular meter, rhyme, or form, and expressing praise or 
enthusiastic emotion. —od/ic, adj. 

o-dieous (6/dé as) /‘owdiyas/ adj. 1. deserving or caus- 
ing hatred; hateful: the odious Nazi concentration camps. 
2. highly offensive; disgusting: odious remarks. 

ordieum (0/dé am) /‘owdiyom/ n. [noncount] 1. intense 
hatred or dislike. 2. the blame, disapproval, etc., at- 
tached to some discreditable action. 

o-dom-e-ter (6 dom/i tar) /ow'domitar/ n. [count] an 
instrument for measuring distance traveled, as by an au- 
tomobile. See -METER-. 

o-dor (0/dar) /‘owdor/ n. the property of a substance that 
acts on the sense of smell; scent: [count]: an unpleasant 
odor. [noncount]: full of odor. Also, esp. Brit., odour. 

o-dor-if-er-ous (6/da riffar as) /,owda'rifaras/ adj. giv- 
ing off a usually strong odor. See -FER-. 

o-dor-ous (6/dar as) /‘owdaras/ adj. odoriferous. 

Od-ys-sey (od’a sé) /'ndasiy/ n., pl. -seys. 1. [proper 
noun; often: the + ~] an epic poem believed to have 
been written by Homer, describing the adventures of 
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Odysseus, an ancient king of Greece, in his ten-year at- 
tempt to return home after the Trojan War. 2. [count, of- 
ten: odyssey] any long journey, esp. when filled with ad- 
venture, hardships, etc. 

o'er (Ôr, Gr) /or, owr/ prep., adv. OVER. 

oeuvre (oov/ra) /'uwvro/ n. [count], pl. oeuvres the 
works of a writer, painter, or the like, viewed as a whole. 

of (uv, ov; unstressed av or, esp. before consonants, 3) 
lav, OV; unstressed av or, esp. before consonants, Əl 
prep. 1. (used to indicate distance or direction from 
something, separation from something, or the condition 
of having been deprived of something): We came within a 
mile of the house. He was robbed of all his money. 2. 
by; coming from: the songs of Gershwin. 3. (used to in- 
dicate that the preceding noun concerns or is about the 
following noun): a book of mythology (= the book is 
about/concerns mythology). 4. resulting from, caused by, 
Or in connection with: He was dead of minger. 5. con- 
taining; made up of: a dress of silk. 6. (used to indicate 
that the preceding noun and the following noun are con- 
sidered to be the same): Only a genius of a pilot could 
have saved us. 7. owned by, possessed by, or closely as- 
sociated with: the property of the church (= The property 
is owned by the church). 8. having; possessing: a woman 
of courage (= The woman possesses Courage). 9. (used 
to indicate that a noun is included, or to show a part of 
an amount): You are now one of us. Three-fifths of a cup 
should be enough. 10. (used to indicate that the follow- 
ing noun is the object or receiver of the action of the -ing 
form of the verb that precedes): the bombing of the city 
(= The city is being bombed.) 11. (used to indicate that 
the following noun is the subject or doer of the action of 
the -ing form of the verb that precedes): the crying of the 
baby (= It is the baby who does the crying). 12. before 
the hour of; until: at ten minutes of one. 13. (used to in- 
dicate a certain time): /t was the autumn of 1941, 14. on 
the part of: /t was nice of you to come. 15. set aside for 
or devoted to: a moment of prayer. 

off (ôf, of) /of, nf/ adv. 1. so as to be no longer sup- 
ported or attached: This button is about to come off. 2. 
so as to be no longer covering or enclosing: Pul the 
wrapping off. 3. in a direction that is away from a place: 
to look off toward the west. 4. away from a path, course, 
etc.: The road branches off to Grove City. 5. so as to be 
away or on one’s way: Let's start off early on our trip. 6. 
away from what is considered normal, standard, or the 
like: He's always going off on some strange tine of think- 
ing. 7. so as to go from one condition or state to an- 
other: drifted off to sleep. 8. from a charge or price: took 
10 percent off. 9. at a distance in space or future time: 
Summer is only a week off, 10. out of operation: Turn 
the lights off. 11. into operation or action; on: The whis- 
tle goes off at noon. 12. in absence from work, service, 
etc.: got a day off. 13. completely; utterly: Finish off that 
last piece of meat. 14. into effect: The contest went off 
as planned. 15. so as to be divided or separated into 
parts: Mark off the paper into sections. —prep. 16. so as 
no longer to be supported by, resting on, etc.: Wipe the 
dirt off your shoes. 17. deviating from: The ship is 50 
niles off course. 18. below the usual level or standard: 
This dress was marked 20 percent off. 19. away or rest- 
ing from: He's off duty on Tuesdays. 20. abstaining from: 
off drugs. 21. located apart from: a village off the main 
road. 22. leading away from: an alley off 12th Street. 
23. Informal. trom (a certain source): / bought this watch 
off a street vendor. 24. by means of; using (someone or 
something) as the source: He was living off his parents. 
—adj. 25. [be + ~] in error; wrong: You are off on that 
point. 26. [be + ~J less than normal or sane: Sorne- 
times he’s a little off, but he’s harmless. 27. (before a 
noun] not up to the usual or expected standard: The play 
has its off moments. 28. [be + ~] affected by spoilage; 
bad: The crearn is a bit off. 29. [be + ~ no longer in 
effect, in operation, or in process: The deal is of. 30. 
[be + ~] in a certain state, circumstance, etc.: to be 
badly off for rnoney. 31. free from work or duty: He's off 
tomorrow. 32. [before a noun) of less than the ordinary 
activity; slack: the off season at the beach. 33. [before a 
noun) unlikely; remote: We stopped by on the off chance 
that we'd find her at home. 34. [be + ~] starting on 
one’s way; leaving: l/m off to Europe on Monday. 35. [be 
+ ~] lower in price or value; down: Stock prices were off 
this morning. —v. [~ + obj} 36. Slang. to kill: They were 
ready to off the cops. —-Idiom. 37. off and on, with 
periods of time in between: to work off and on. Also, on 
and off. 38. off of, off: Take your feet off of the table! 
39. off with, [~ + with + obj; usually as a command) 
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a. take away; remove: Off with those muddy boots! b. cut 
off: Off with his head! 

-off, suffix. -off is used to form nouns that name or refer 
to a competition or contest, esp. between finalists or to 
break a tie: cook + -off ~ cookoff (= a cooking con- 
test); runoff (= a deciding final contest). 

of-fal (ô/fəl, offal) əfəl, 'nfal/ n. (noncount] 1. waste 
parts that cannot be eaten of an animal killed for food. 
2. rubbish; garbage. 

off-beat (adj. f/bét’, of7-; n. -bét’) / adj. ‘of'biyt, ‘nf-; 
n. -biyt/ adj. 1. not usual; unconventional: an offbeat 
comedian; a little offbeat restaurant. —n. [count] 2. an 
unaccented beat of a measure in music. 

off/-col’or, adj. 1. not having the usual or standard 
color. 2. containing slightly offensive language, actions, 
etc.; risqué: off-color jokes. Also, off/-col/ored. 

of-fend (a fend’) /a'fend/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to irritate, an- 
noy, Or anger; cause resentful displeasure in; insult: His 
impolite remarks offended the audience. 2. [~ + obj] to 
affect (the sense, taste, etc.) in an unpleasant or disa- 
greeable way: That odor offends iny nose. 3. to violate (a 
criminal, religious, or moral law): [~ + obj]: The movie 
offends the morals of the community. [~ + against + 
obj): The movie offends against our principles. 4. (no 
obj] to cause displeasure or resentment: words that of- 
fend. —of-fend/er, n. [count] See -FEND-. 

of-fend-ing (ə fend/ing) /a'fendin/ adj. causing a feeling 
of offense: The writers rernoved the offending lines from 
the speech. See -FEND-. 

of-fense or of-fence (a fens’ or, for 6 O/fens, offens) 
/a'fens or, for 6 fens, |!nfens/ n. 1. [count] a violation 
or breaking of a social or moral rule; sin: an offense 
against God. 2. [count] a crime or act of breaking the 
law; misdemeanor: a traffic offense. 3. something that 
offends, displeases, or causes hurt feelings, disrespect, 
or insult: [roncount]: to avoid giving offense. [count]: an 
offense against decency. 4. attack or assault: (noncount): 
weapons of offense. [count]: The best defense is a strong 
offense. 5. [count] a person, army, etc., that is attacking. 
6. a. [count] the team or unit responsible for scoring 
points in a game. b. [count] a pattern or style of scoring 
attack: The coach had designed several new offenses. c. 
{noncount] effectiveness or ability to score points: OF 
fense was my weak point. See -FEND-. —Syn. See CRIME. 

of-fen-sive (a fen/siv or, for 4 6/fen-, offen-) /a'fensiv 
or, for 4 ‘ofen-, 'nfen-/ adj. 1. causing resentful dis- 
pleasure; highly irritating or annoying: His remarks were 
highly offensive. 2. unpleasant or disagreeable to the 
senses; disgusting: offensive odors. 3. disgusting to 
one’s moral sense or to good taste; repulsive: offensive 
language. 4. (usually: before a noun] of or relating to of- 
fense or attack, aS in war or games, etc.: a good offen- 
sive strategy. —n. 5. (noncount; usually: the + ~] the 
position or strategy of attacking: to take the offensive; 
The army went on the offensive. 6. [count] an attacking 
movement or Strategy; attack: launching an offensive 
against the enemy lines. See -FEND-. 

of-fer (ô/fər, offar) /‘ofar, 'nfor/ v. 1. to present or hold 
out (something) for acceptance or rejection: [~ + obj]: 
to offer a drink. [~ + obj + to + obj): He offered a 
drink to his guests. [~ + obj + obj): He offered his 
guests a drink. 2. to propose or put forward for others to 
consider: [~ + obj]: | offered a suggestion. [~ + obj + 
to + obj): | offered a suggestion to them. [~ + obj + 
obj): | offered thein a suggestion. (used with quotations]: 
“We could cut back on costs,” | offered. 3. [~ + to + 
verb] to show willingness (to do something): / offered to 
go first. 4. to present solemnly as an act of worship to 
God or to a god: [~ + obj): Let us offer thanks. [~ + 
obj + to + obj): In the Eucharist, the priest offered the 
bread and wine to God. [~ + obj + obj]: They offered 
the gods sacrifices. {~ + obj + up + to + obj): offering 
their prayers up to God. [~ + up + obj + to + obj): of- 
fering up their prayers to God. $9. to present or provide, 
as for sale: [~ + obj]: This car offers anti-lock brakes at 
a low price. [~ + obj + obj]: Our coinpany offers you 
low prices. [~ + obj + to + obj]: The company offers 
high quality to its customers. 6. to propose or present as 
a price for buying something: [~ + obj]: They offered a 
low bid of $50,000. [~ + obj + obj): They offered us a 
low price of $50,000. [~ + obj + to + obj]: They of- 
fered $100,000 to the homeowners. 7. to put forth; do 
or perform: {~ + obj): to offer resistance. (~ + obj + 
obj): He offered the police no resistance. [~ + obj + to 
+ obj): He olfered uo resistance to the police. 8. [~ + 
obj] to give, make, or promise: Offered no response to 
the question. 9. [no obj] to present itself; occur: A sud- 
den opportunity offered. —n. (count) 10. an act or in- 
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stance of offering. 11. a proposal or bid to give or pay 
something. —of/fer-er, of/fer-or, n. [count] See -FER-. 

of-fer-ing (6/far ing, offar-) /‘oforin, 'nfər-/ n. [count] 1. 
something offered in devotion to a deity or a church: col- 
lected the offerings from the congregation. 2. something 
presented for inspection or sale. See -FER-. 

off-hand (6f/hand’, of/-) /‘of'hwnd, 'nf-/ adj. without 
thought beforehand; unplanned; casual: offhand re- 
marks. Also, off”/hand/ed. —off/hand/ed-ly, adv. 
—off/hand/’ed:-ness, n. [noncount] 

off/-hour’, n. [count] 1. a period when a person is not 
at a job. 2. a period outside of rush hour. —adj. [usu- 
ally: before a noun] 3. of, relating to, or during an off- 
hour: off-hour traffic. 

of-fice (ô/fis, offis) /‘ofis, 'nfts/ n. 1. [count] a place 
where business, work, or one’s job is conducted or ac- 
complished. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 2. [count] a group of per- 
sons in a place where business is conducted: The whole 
office contributed. 3. [count] a business or professional 
organization: a law office. 4. [noncount] a position of 
duty, trust, or authority: the office of president. 5. em- 
ployment or position as an official: [noncount]: to seek 
political office. [count]: He had never held a political of- 
fice before this one. 6. (count; usually. Office; often: the 
+ ~] a government agency, or a division of a govern- 
ment department: the Foreign Office. 7. Often, offices. 
[plural] something done for another: Through the good 
offices of a friend | was hired. See -OPER-, -FAC-. 

of-fice-hold-er (6/fis hdl/dar, offis-) /'ofis,howldor, 
'‘nfts-/ n. [count] a person filling a governmental posi- 
tion; public official. See -oPER-, -FAC-. 

of-fi-cer (ô/fə sar, offa-) /'ofasor, 'nfo-/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who holds a position of rank or authority in the 
armed services, esp. one holding a commission. 2. a 
member of a police department. 3. a person who is ap- 
pointed or elected to a position of responsibility or au- 
thority in an organization. See -OPER-, -FAC-. 

of-fi-cial (a fish’al) /a'fifal/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
is appointed or elected to an office or is charged with 
certain duties: an official of the court. —adj. 2. [before a 
noun] of or relating to an office or to a position of duty, 
trust, or authority: Official powers. 3. appointed, author- 
ized, recognized, or approved by a government or organ- 
ization: an official Nag. 4. (before a noun) formal; cere- 
monial: an official visit by the head of state. —of-fi/cial- 
ism, n. [noncount]) —of-fi/cialely, adv. See -OPER-, 
-FAC-. 

of-fi-cialedom (a fish’al dam) /a'fifaldam/ n. [noncount] 
officials thought of as a group or whole. See -OPER-, 
-FAC-. 

of-fi-cieate (a fish’é at’) /a'fifiy,cyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing. 
1. (no obj) to perform the duties or function of some of- 
fice or position. 2. [no obj] to perform the official duties 
of a member of the clergy: The pastor officiated at their 
wedding. 3. to serve as referee, umpire, etc., in (a con- 
test or game): [no obj]: officiating at baseball games. [~ 
+ obj): officiated a game. —of-fi/ci-a’tor, n. [count] 
See -OPER-, -FAC-. 

of-fiecious (ə fish’as) /a'fifas/ adj. too willing to offer 
help or advice that is not asked for and not wanted; in- 
terfering in the affairs of others; meddlesome. See 
-OPER-, -FAC-. 

off-ing (6/fing, offing) ofig, ‘ofig? n. (count; usually: 
the + ~] 1. the more distant part of the sea seen from 
the shore. —Jdiom. 2. in the offing, [voncount] in the 
near future: A surprise is in the offing. 

off/-key’, adj. 1. out of tune: an off-key song. 2. 
somewhat irregular, abnormal, or unsuitable. —adv. 3. 
out of tune: sang off-key. 

off/-lim/its, adj. [be + ~] forbidden to be visited, 
used, etc., by certain persons: The downtown area was 
off-liinits to enlisted men. 

off/-line’ or off/line’, adj. operating independently of, 
or no longer connected to, another computer: } was off- 
line when your inessage carne through (= My computer 
was Off-line). Compare ON-LINE. 

off/-load’ or off/load/’, v. to unload. 

off-peak (ôf/pēk/, of’-) /'of'piyk, 'of-/ adj. (usually: be- 
fore a noun) of or relating to a time of day or a period of 
time other than the regular or busiest time: off-peak 
tourist season. 

off-print (6f/print’, of7-) /of,print, 'nf-/ n. [count] a re- 
print of an article from a larger publication. 

off/-put/ting, adj. causing a feeling of uneasiness or 
dislike: an off-putting manner. 

off’-sea’son, n. [count] 1. a time of year other than 
the regular or busiest one for something. —adj. (usually: 
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before a noun) 2. of, relating to, or during the off-season: 
tickets at off-season prices. —adv. 3. in or during the off- 
season: traveled off-season. 

off-set (n, adj. Offset’, off-; v. Offset’, of/-) / n., adj. 
'of set, ‘of-; v. jof'set, .of-/ n, adj., v., -set, -set-ting. 
—n. [count] 1. something that makes up for something 
else. 2. the start, beginning, or outset. 3. a. a process in 
which a metal or paper plate is used to make an inked 
imprint or mark on a piece of rubber that then transfers 
the mark or imprint to the paper being printed. b. the 
imprint or mark itself. —adj. 4. of, noting, or relating to 
an offset. 5. related to, printed by, or suitable for printing 
by offset. 6. placed away from a center line; off-center. 
7. placed at an angle to something. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
make up for: The gains offset the losses. 9. Print. to 
make an offset of. 

off-shoot (df/shoot’, of7-) /‘of Juwt, 'nf-/ n. [count] 1. a 
branch of a main stem, as of a plant. 2. anything thought 
of as developing from a main source: an offshoot of 
medical science. 

off-shore (ôf/shôr/, -shdr’, off-) /'of'for, -'fowr, 'pf-/ 
adv. 1. off or away from the shore: drifting slowly off- 
shore. 2. at a distance from the shore: anchored five 
miles offshore. 3. in a foreign country. —adj. 4. moving 
away from the shore: an offshore wind. 5. located or Op- 
erating at some distance from the shore: offshore oil- 
drilling rigs. 6. located or operating in a foreign country: 
offshore companies. 

off-side (df/sid’, of/-) /‘of'sayd, 'nf-/ adj., adv. Sports. 
illegally beyond a certain line or area or in advance of the 
ball or puck at the beginning of or during play: an offside 
tackle; playing offside. 

off-spring (6f/spring’, of-) /‘of sprig, 'of-/ n. [count], pl. 
-spring. 1. children or young of a particular parent; de- 
scendants. 2. a child or animal in relation to its parent or 
parents. 3. product; result: That device is the offspring of 
her inventive mind. 

off-stage (6f/staj’, of/-) /‘of'steyd3, 'nf-/ adv. 1. away 
from the part of the stage that the audience sees (op- 
posed to onstage): could hear whispering offstage. 2. in 
private life. —adj. 3. being or occurring offstage: offstage 
whispers. 4. private: an unglamorous offstage life. 

off/-the-cuff’, adj. with little or no preparation; im- 
promptu: off-the-cuff remarks. 

off/-the-rec/ord, adj. 1. not for publication; not to be 
quoted. —adv. 2. unofficially; not to be quoted or pub- 
lished: speaking off-the-record. 

off/-the-shelf’, adj. 1. readily available from merchan- 
dise in stock. 2. made according to a standard format; 
ready-made: off-the-shelf computer programs. 

off’-the-wall’, adj. very unusual; bizarre: unpredicta- 
ble, off-the-wall behavior. 

off-track (6f/trak’, of/-) /‘of'trawk, 'nf-/ adj. [before a 
noun) away from a racetrack: offtrack betting. 

off/-white’, adj. 1. white mixed with a small amount of 
gray, yellow, or other light color. —n. [noncount] 2. an 
off-white color. 

off” year’, n. [count] 1. a year without a major, esp. 
presidential, election. 2. a year that has reduced produc- 
tion or lower, poorer activity in a particular field. 

oft (ôft, oft) /oft, oft/ adv. OFTEN. 

of-ten (ô/fən, offan; dfftan, off-) /'ofan, 'nfən; ‘ofton, 
‘nf-/ adv. many times; frequently; on numerous 
occasions: I’ve been to their home often. 

o-gle (d/gal) /‘owgal/ v., o-gled, o-gling, zi. —v. 1. to 
look at with esp. sexual interest: [~ + obj]: They ogled 
any woman who walked by. [no obj): The workers stood 
there ogling. —n. [count] 2. a look that indicates sexual 
interest. 

O-gre (0/gar) /‘owgar/ n. [count] 1. a monster in fairy 
tales usually represented as a frightening giant who eats 
people. 2. a frightening or menacing person. 

oh (6) /ow/ interj, n., pl. oh's, ohs. —interj. 1. (used to 
express surprise, pain, disapproval, sympathy, agree- 
ment, and other emotions): Olt! What's that noise? 2. 
(used when speaking to another to attract that person’s 
attention): Ol, waiter! 3. (used when the speaker is hesi- 
tating, thinking, guessing, etc: The fish must Nave 
weighed, ol, six or seven pounds. —n. (count) 4. the 
saying of the word “oh.” 

OH, an abbreviation of: Ohio. 

ohm (om) /owm/ nu. [count] the international unit or 
measure of electrical resistance. 

o-ho (6 ho’) /ow'how/ interj. (used to express surprise, 
triumph, etc.): Olo! We found it! 

-oid, suffix. -oid is used to form adjectives and nouns 
with the meaning “resembling, like,” with the suggestion 


514 


of an incomplete or imperfect similarity to the root ele- 
ment: human + -oid ~ humanoid (= resembling a hu- 
man, but not quite the same). 

oil (oil) /oyl/ n. 1. any of a large group of liquid sub- 
stances that are thick, smooth, sticky, and sometimes 
easy to burn, taken from the ground, or from the fat of 
animals, or from plants, used variously in cooking, heat- 
ing, and providing power in engines, and to make con- 
necting parts run smoother: [noncount ]: cooking oil. 
[count]: vegetable oils. 2. a. a paint made of oil, esp. of 
linseed oil and used by artists for painting on canvas or 
other surfaces: [count]: bought some bright oils to use in 
class. [poncount): working in oil. b. [count] an oil paint- 
ing. —v. [~ + obj} 3. to smear, lubricate, or supply with 
oil. —adj. [before a noun] 4. of or relating to oil: oi! heat. 
5. using oil: an oil lantern. 

oil-cloth (oil/klôth/, -kloth’) /'syl,klo8, -,kln0/ n. [non- 
count] a cotton fabric made waterproof by treatment with 
oil. 

oil’ paint/ing, n. 1. (noncount] the art or technique of 
painting with oils. 2. [count] a painting made in oils. 

oileskin (oil/skin’) /‘oyl,skin/ n. 1. [noncount] a cotton 
fabric made waterproof by treatment with oil and used to 
make clothing for wear in the rain, at sea, etc. 2. [count] 
Often, oilskins. [p/ura/] a piece of clothing made of this, 
as a long, full raincoat. 

oil” slick’, n. [count] a layer of oil on the surface of a 
body of water. 

oil” well’, n. [count] a well drilled to obtain petroleum. 

oiley (oi/lé) /'dyliy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. smeared, cov- 
ered, or soaked with oil; greasy: an oily rag. 2. of, relat- 
ing to, or made of oil: rubbed an oily lotion on her skin. 
3. smooth and too polite: an oily smile. —oil/ieness, rn. 
[noncount] 

oink (oingk) /oyok/ n. [count] 1. the grunting sound 
made by a hog. —v. [no obj] 2. to make such a sound. 

ointement (oint/mənt) /‘osyntmont/ n. a soft, smooth, 
oily or slightly greasy preparation, often medicated, for 
application to the skin; salve: [noncount]: put ointment 
on the burn. [count]: ointments to relieve itching. 

OK or O.K. or o-kay (6’ka’, 6’ka’, 6’Ka’) /'ow'key, 
ow'key, 'ow,key/ adj., adv., n, pl. OKs or OK’s or O. 
K.'s or o-kays, v., OK'd or O.K.’ed or o-kayed, OK’-ing 
or O.K.’:ing or o-kay-ing, interj. —adj. 1. [be/seem + 
~ all right; satisfactory: Is everything OK? Things seem 
OK at the moment. 2. (usually: be + ~] correct, permis- 
sible, or acceptable: Let's leave, if that's OK with you. 3. 
[be + ~] feeling well: The patient's OK now. 4. [be + ~j 
safe: Stay behind me and you'll be OK. 5. good enough; 
adequate: an OK speech; The play was just OK. —adv. 6. 
all right; well enough; successfully; fine: We got along 
OK. —n. [count] 7. an approval: Do you have an OK to 
do this? —v. [~ + obj] 8. to approve; authorize: O.K. ‘ed 
the plan. —interj. 9. (used to express the speaker's 
agreement with what has been said): “Will you come with 
me now?"—"OK, I guess so.” 10. (used to express the 
speaker's desire to see if the person spoken to under- 
stands what has been said): Turn the ignition on when I 
signal, OK? 11. (used to express the desire to be fin- 
ished with one subject and move to a new one): OK, let's 
turn now to Chapter 10. 

OK, an abbreviation of: Oklahoma. 

Okla., an abbreviation of: Oklahoma. 

oekra (0/kra) /‘owkra/ n., pl. o-kras. 1. [count] a shrub 
of the mallow family with green seed pods that have a 
sticky liquid inside them. 2. [moncount] the pods, used 
esp. in soups and stews. Also called gumbo. 

old (dld) /owld/ adj., old-er, old-est or eld-er, eld-est, n. 
—adj. 1. having lived or existed for a long time; ad- 
vanced in years: an old man; an old building. 2. [before 
a noun] of or relating to the later part of life or existence: 
old age. 3. [after a number or phrase indicating amount 
of time] having lived or existed for a certain time: a six- 
month-old conpany. 4. [before a noun) of long stand- 
ing: an old friend. 5. [before a nourn] long known or in 
use: the same old excuses. 6. [before a noun] having 
been replaced by something newer or more recent: We 
sold our old house. 7. [before a noun) former: tried to 
get my old job back. 8. [before a noun] belonging to the 
past: the good old days. 9. of or started at an earlier pe- 
riod or date: old maps. 10. having been in existence 
since the distant past: an old family. 11. prehistoric; an- 
cient: old civilizations. 12. sensible, mature, or wise: old 
beyond her years. 13. (used to emphasize feeling or 
emotion toward, or an attitude about, the following 
noun): We had a high old time. —n. 14. the old, [plural 
used with a plural verb] old persons thought of as a 
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group. 15. (count; used after a word or phrase indicating 
amount of time} a person or animal of a specified age or 
age group: a program for six-year-olds. 16. [nonconnt] 
earlier times: in days of old. 

old-en (5l/dən) /‘owldon/ adj. (before a noun] ancient; 
old. 

old’-fash/ioned, adj. 1. of a kind that is no longer in 
Style; out-of-date: an old-fashioned bathing suit. 2. hav- 
ing, accepting, or choosing the conservative behavior, 
ways, beliefs, or tastes of earlier times: old-fashioned 
ideas. 

old’ fo’gy (or fo’gey), n. Focy. 

old’ guard’, n. (count; usually singular; often: the + ~ 
1. the members of a group, as a political party, who re- 
sist change. 2. persons who have been associated with a 
place, organization, company, etc., for a long time. 

old’ hand’, n. [cont] a specialist or veteran in a sub- 
ject: an old hand at politics. 

old’ hat’, adj. [be + ~ old-fashioned: out-of-date: no 
longer used; dated: That slang word is old hat. 

old-ie (61/dé) /‘owldiy/ n. [count] Informal. a song, joke, 
movie, etc., that was popular at a time in the past. 

old’ la/dy, n. [count], pi. old ladies. Slang. 1. one’s 
mother. 2. one’s wife. 3. one’s girlfriend or female lover. 

old’ maid’, n. 1. [count] a spinster. 2. [count] a fussy, 
cautious, timid person. 3. [(noncount] a simple card 
game, played with a deck having one card removed, in 
which players match pairs, the loser being the holder of 
the odd card, usually a queen. 

old’ mas/ter, n. [count] 1. an important artist of an 
earlier period, esp. the 15th to 18th centuries. 2. a work 
by such an artist. 

old’ school’, n. (noncount; usually: the + ~) persons 
calling for or supporting established custom or tradition, 
generally against change or modern trends. 

Old’ Tes’/tament, n. [proper noun; the + ~) the 
complete Bible of the Jews, including the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Hagiographa, being the first of the two 
main divisions of the Christian Bible. 

old’-time/’, adj. (before a noun] 1. belonging to old or 
former times, methods, ideas, etc. 2. being long estab- 
lished: old-time residents. 

old’-tim/er, n. [count] 1. a person who has lived in a 
place, belonged to an organization, or worked at some- 
thing for a long time. 2. an elderly person. 

old’-world’, adj. 1. of or relating to the ancient world 
or to a former period of history. 2. of or relating to Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, or the eastern half of the globe. 

o-lé (6 1a’) /ow'ley/ interj., n., pl olés. —interj. 1. (a 
Spanish cheer used to express approval, triumph, or en- 
couragement). —n. [count] 2. a cry of “olé.” 

o-le-ag-ienous (5/lē aj’a nas) /,owliy'ed3anas/ adj. 1. 
having the nature or qualities of oil; containing oil. 2. of- 
fensively fawning; smarmy. 

o-le-an-der (6/lé an/dar, lë an/’-) /‘owliy,endor, 
owlly'en-/ n. [count] a poisonous evergreen shrub of 
Eurasia, having bright clusters of pink, red, or white 
flowers. 

o-le-o (5/1E ©) /'owliyow/ n. MARGARINE. 

o-le-o-mar-garrine (5/lé © mar/jor in, -jə rén’) /,owli- 
yow'mard3arin, -d3a,riyn/ n. Older Use. MARGARINE. 

olfactory (ol fak/ta rē, -tré, Sl-) /ol'faktoriy, -triy, 
owl-/ adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. [before a noun] 1. of or re- 
lating to the sense of smell. —n. [count] 2. Usually, ol- 
factories. [p/ural; usually: the + ~] an organ of the 
body connected with the sense of smell. 

ol-iegar-chy (oli gar’ké) /'nlt,gaurkiy/ n., pl. -chies. 1. 
(noncount) a form of government in which power is held 
by a few persons or by a dominant class or group. 2. 
[count] a state or organization ruled this way: corrupt oli- 
garchies. 3. [count] the persons or class that rules this 
way: the ageing oligarchy. —ol/iegar’chic, adj. See 
-ARCH-. 

olive (ol/iv) /‘nliv/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen tree of the 
Mediterranean and other warm regions, grown chiefly for 
its fruit. 2. (count) the small, oval-shaped fruit of this 
tree, eaten as a food and used as a source of oil. 3. 
[noncount] the wood of this tree. 4. [noncount] the 
green or dull yellow green color of the unripe olive fruit. 
—adj. 5. [before a noun) of, relating to, or made of olive 
or olives. 6. of the color olive. 

olive branch’, n. (cont) a branch of the olive tree as 
a sign or token of peace. 

O-lym-pic Games’, (ə lim/pik, 5 lim/-) /a'limprk, 
ow'lim-/ n. (plural; usually: the + ~] Also, Olympics. a 
modern international sports competition traditionally held 
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every four years but after 1992 with Summer Games and 
Winter Games alternating every two years. —O-lym/pic, 
adj. (before a noun): Olympic athletes. 

om-buds-man (om/badz man, om bdddz/-) /'nmbədz- 
mon, om'budz-/ n. [count], pi. -men 1. a public official, 
esp. in Scandinavian countries, who investigates com- 
plaints by private citizens against government agencies 
or Officials. 2. a person who investigates and tries to re- 
solve complaints, as from employees or students. 

o-me-ga (© mé€/ga, © ma/-, © meg’sa) /ow'miyga, 
ow'mey-, Ow'mega/ n. [count], pl. -gas. 1. the 24th and 
last letter of the Greek alphabet (N, w). 2. the last of a 
series; the end. 

om-e-let or om-e-lette (om/lit, om/a-) /'omlit, 'pmo-/ 
n. [count] beaten eggs cooked until set and often served 
folded around a filling, as of cheese. 

o-men (0’man) /‘owmdn/ n. [count] any event believed 
to signal the coming of something good or evil. 

om-ienous (omə nas) /'nmənəs/ adj. foreboding; threat- 
ening: ominous black clouds. —om/i-nousely, adv. 
—om/i-nous-ness, n. [noncornt] 

O-mis-sion (6 mish’en) /ow'mifon/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the 
act of omitting or the state of being omitted. 2. [count] 
something left out, not done, or neglected. See -mis-. 

omit (© mit’) /ow'mit/ v., o-mit-ted, o-mit-ting. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to leave out; fail to include: omitted a few details 
from the report. 2. [~ + to + verb] to fail (to do, make, 
use, send, etc): He omitted to tell us his lawyer would be 
at the meeting. See -mit-. 

omni-, prefix. omni- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “all”: omni- + directional 7 omnidirectional (= 
in all directions). 

omeniebus (om/na bus’, -bas) /‘nmno,bas, -bas/ n., pl. 
-bus-es or bus-ses, adj. —n. [count] 1. sus! (def. 1). 
—adj. (before a noun] 2. relating to, including, or dealing 
with many items at once: an omnibus legislative bill. 

om-ni-po-tence (om nipa tans) /nm'nipotons/ n. [non- 
count] the state or condition of having infinite or unlim- 
ited power. See -POT-. 

om-nip-o-tent (om nip’a tant) /om'nipatont/ adj. infi- 
nite in power, such as God. See -pot-. 

omeni-pres-ent (om/no prez/ant) /,omno'prezant/ adj. 
present everywhere at the same time. —om/ni-pres/- 
ence, n. [nonconnt) 

omenis-cient (om nish/ənt) /om'nifont/ adj. having 
complete or unlimited knowledge, awareness, or under- 
standing. —omenis/cience, n. [noncount] See -sci-. 

omeniv-o-rous (om niv/ar as) /om'nivoaras/ adj. 1. feed- 
ing on both animals and plants. 2. eating all kinds of 
foods. 3. taking in everything, such as with the mind: an 
omnivorous reader. —omeni-vore (om/na vor’, -vōr/) 
/omnod,vor, -,vowr/ n. [count] See -vor-. 

on (on, ôn) /pn, on/ prep. 1. so as to be or to remain 
supported by: Put the package on the table. 2. so as to 
be attached to or unified with: There is a label on the jar. 
3. so as to be a covering or wrapping for: Put the blanket 
on the baby. 4. in connection, association, or coopera- 
tion with: to serve on a jury. 5. so as to be a supporting 
part or base of: legs on a chair. 6. (used to show that the 
preceding noun has the following noun as its place, loca- 
tion, situation, etc.): an ugly scar on the face. 7. very 
close to; at the edge of: a house on the lake. 8. in the 
direction of: to sail on a southerly course. 9. using as a 
means of carrying or of supporting or providing move- 
ment: arrived on the noon plane. 10. by the agency or 
means of: drink on wine, 11. directed against or toward: 
She played a joke on him. 12. having as a subject; being 
about (something): a new book on dogs. 13. in a state, 
condition, or process of: The workers are on strike. 14. 
engaged in or involved with: Fm on the second chapter 
of the book. 15. subject to: /f there is a doctor on call it 
means that a doctor can be summoned quickly in an 
emergency. 16. having as a source or agent: He came to 
depend on his friends. 17, having as a basis or ground: 
on my word of honor. 18. assigned to or working at: 
Whos on duty today? 19. (used with days and dates) at 
the time mentioned: The train arrives every hour on the 
hour (= at one, two, three o'clock, etc.) 20. at the time 
or occasion of: You have to pay cash on delivery (= at 
the time delivery is made). 21. within the required limits 
of: The train arrived on time. 22. having as the object or 
end of motion: The demonstrators marched on the capi- 
tal. 23. having as the object or the goal of action, 
thought, desire, etc.: to gaze on a scene. 24. having as 
the subject or reference; with respect to: What are your 
views on rock nmsic? 25. paid for by, esp. as a treat or 
gift: Dinner is on me. 26. taking or using as a measure 
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or cure to improve one’s health, energy, etc.: Hes on a 
low-salt diet. 27. regularly taking or addicted to: She's 
not on drugs anymore. 28. with; carried by: / have no 
money on me, 29. so as to disturb or affect in a bad 
way: My hair dryer broke on me. 30. having as a risk or 
unfortunate result: on pain of death. 31. in addition to: 
millions on millions of stars. —adv. 32. in, into, or onto 
a position of being supported or attached: Sew the brit- 
tons on. 33. in, into, or onto a position of covering or 
wrapping: Put your raincoat on. 34. tightly attached to a 
thing, such as for support: Hold on! 35. toward a place, 
point, activity, or object: to look on while others work. 
36. forward, onward, or along, such as in any course or 
process later on: further on. 37. with continuous activity: 
continued on with his job. 38. into or in active operation 
or performance: Turn the gas on. —adj. [be + ~] 39. 
operating or in use: /s the radio on? 40. taking place; 
occurring: Don't you know there's a war on? 41. being 
broadcast: What's on tonight, anything interesting to 
watch? 42. scheduled or planned: Do you have anything 
on for tomorrow? 43. a. behaving in a very animated or 
theatrical manner: He never stops and just relaxes; he's 
always on. b. functioning or performing at one’s best: 
The pitcher is really on today. —Idiom. 44. on and 
off, with periods of time in between; intermittently. 45. 
on and on, at great length: to chatter on and on. Com- 
pare aT, IN. —Usage. See ABOUT. 
once (wuns) /wans/ adv. 1. formerly: a once powerful 
nation. 2. a single time: We eat ont once a week. 3. at 
any time; ever: /f the facts once became known, we'd be 
in trouble. 4. by a single step, degree, or grade: She's 
my first cousin once removed. —n. [noncount] 5. a sin- 
gle occasion; one time only: Once is enough. —conj. 6. if 
or when at any time; if ever: Once the news is out, they'll 
hunt ns down. 7. whenever; as soon as: Once you're fin- 
ished, you can leave. —adj. 8. former; one-time: the 
once and future king. —Idiom. 9. all at once, sud- 
denly: AH at once it started to rain. 10. at once, a. im- 
mediately; promptly: /eft at once. b. at the same time; si- 
multaneously: They all sprang up at once. 11. once 
(and) for all, decisively; finally: Let's settle this argument 
once and for all. 12. once in a while, sometimes; occa- 
sionally. 13. once or twice, a very few times; not fre- 
quently: /ve only seen her once or twice. 14. once upon 
a time, (used as an opening phrase to give the setting 
for a fairy tale or similar story in the distant, imaginary 
past): Once upon a time there was a giant. 
once/’-o/ver, n. [count] a quick look or examination of 
something: He gave the report the once-over. 
on-col-o-gy (ong kol/a jé) /ng'knlod3iy/ n. [noncount) 
the study of tumors, including cancers. —on-co-log-ic 
(ong’ka loj7ik) /,onka'lnd3ik/ on/co-log/i-cal, adj. —on- 
col/o-gist, n. [count] 
on-com-ing (on’kum/ing, On/-) /'on,kamig, 'on-/ adj. 
[before a nonn] 1. approaching; nearing: an oncoming 
train. 2. emerging: the oncoming generation. 
one (wun) /wan/ adj. [before a noun) 1. being or 
amounting to a single unit or individual or entire thing; 
equal to the number 1: one Child; only one piece of cake 
left. 2. being an individual instance, example, or member 
of a number, kind, or group indicated: one mernber of 
the team. 3. of the same or having a single kind, nature, 
or condition: We are of one mind. 4. (used to refer to an 
unspecified or imprecise day or time): one evening last 
week. 5. [before a proper noun or naine] (used to name 
a person otherwise unknown or not yet described): One 
John Smith was chosen. 6. [before a singular count 
noun] being a particular or only individual, item, or unit: 
She's the one person I can trust. 7. (used to show strong 
feeling about the noun or adjective that follows) a or an: 
That is one smart dog. —n. [count] 8. the first and lo- 
west whole number, being a cardinal number; a unit: Ten 
minus nine leaves one. 9. a symbol of this number, as | 
or I. 10. a single person or thing: Let's do one ata time. 
11. a one-dollar bill. —pron. 12. (used to stand for a 
person or thing of a number or kind that is about to be 
indicated): //e is one of the Elizabethan poets. 13. (used 
to stand for a person or thing that has just been men- 
tioned or indicated, or is already understood from the 
context): The portraits are good ones. 14. a person, Or a 
personified being: Satan, the evil one. 15. any person or 
thing; people in general: One shouldn't cry over spilled 
milk ( People in general, including the speaker, 
shouldn't get upset about things that can't be fixed.) 
—Idiom. 16. all one, the same: You can Stay or go; it's 
all one to mie. (* It doesn't matter to me which action 
you take.) 17. as one, a. with complete agreement; 
unanimously: They voted as one. b. all at the same time; 
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in unison: We rose to our feet as one. 18. at one, united 
in thought or feeling; attuned: to feet at one with the 
world. 19. one and all, everyone. 20. one by one, sin- 
gly and following after another. 

one’ anoth/er, pron. EACH OTHER. ——Usage. See EACH 
OTHER. 

one/-dimen/sional, adj. 1. having one dimension only: 
A line is one-dimensional. 2. having no depth, scope, in- 
teresting qualities, etc: a novel full of one-dimensional 
characters. 

one/-lin’er, n. [count] a brief joke or witty remark. 

one-ness (wun/nis) /‘wannts/ n. [noncount] 1. the qual- 
ity of being one; singleness. 2. unity of thought, feeling, 
purpose, etc.; harmony; concord. 

one/-on/-one’, adj. 1. made up of or involving direct, 
individual communication or competition; person-to- 
person: a one-on-one interview. —adv. 2. directly to or 
with each other: They argued one-on-one. —n. [count] 
3. a direct meeting between two persons. —Idiom. 4. 
go one-on-one with, [~ + obj] Sports. to play directly 
against (an opposing player). 

on-er-ous (on/ar as, O/nar-) /'nnoras, ‘ownar-/ adj. be- 
ing a burden; troublesome: an onerous task. 

oneself or one’s self (wun self”, wunz-) /wan'self, 
wanz-/ pron. 1. (used when the subject of a sentence is 
ONE and the object of the verb or a preposition also re- 
fers to the same individual): One should be able to laugh 
at oneself. 2. (used when the subject or object of a sen- 
tence is one and the speaker wishes to emphasize that 
subject or object): To do something oneself brings great 
joy. —Idiom. 3. be oneself, [no obj) a. to be in one’s 
normal state of mind or physical condition: was himself 
again after a nap. b. to be sincere: Just be yourself dur- 
ing the interview. 4. by oneself, a. without a compan- 
ion; alone. b. through one’s own efforts and without 
help: Did you draw this picture by yourself? 

one/’-shot’, adj. (usually: before a noun) 1. occurring, 
appearing, done, etc., only once: a one-shot deal. 2. 
achieved or accomplished with a single try: a one-shot 
solution. 

one/-sid’ed, adj. 1. partial; unfair: a one-sided judg- 
ment. 2. with one side much better than the other; une- 
qual: a one-sided fight. —one/-sid’ed-ness, n. Inon- 
cone] 

one/-time’ or one/’time’, adj. [before a noun) 1. for- 
mer; sometime: was a one-time ski instructor. 2. occur- 
ring, done, etc., only once: a one-time offer. 

one/’-track/’, adj. [before a nonn] unable or unwilling to 
deal or work with more than one idea, subject, etc., at 
one time: a one-track mind. 

one’-up’, v. [~ + obj], -upped, -up-ping. to gain an 
advantage over: With this new plan, we can one-up the 
competition. 

one/-up’/maneship or one/-ups/man:ship (wun/up/- 
men ship’, -ups/-) /'wan'apman, fip, -‘aps-/ n. [nonconnt] 
the art or practice of trying for or gaining the advantage 
in a competitive relationship. 

one/-way’, adj. [before a noun] 1. moving or allowing 
movement in one direction only: a one-way street. 2. 
used or usable for travel in one direction only: a one-way 
ticket. 3. without returning the same feeling, without 
equal responsibility, etc.: a one-way friendship. 

on-go-ing (on’g6d/ing, 6n/-) /‘pn,gowin, ‘on-/ adj. con- 
tinuing without ending or without interruption: ongoing 
research. 

on-ion (un/yan) /‘anyan/ n. [cont] 1. a plant of the am- 
aryllis family, having a white or yellow, strong-smelling 
bulb that can be eaten. 2. this bulb, used in cooking. 

on-ion-skin (un/yan skin’) /‘anyon,skin/ n. [noncount] a 
thin, strong, lightweight paper. 

on/-line’ or on/line’, adj. operating under the direct 
control of, or connected to, a main computer: /f you are 
not getting any messages back, make sure you are still 
on-line (= Make sure your computer is still on-line). 
Compare OFF-LINE. 

on-look-er (on/ld0k’ar, On/-) /‘on,lukor, 'on-/ n. [count] 
a person watching or looking at some action; spectator: 
onlookers to an accident. —on/look/ing, adj. 

onely (6n4lé) /'ownliy/ adv. 1. without others or anything 
further; exclusively: This inforrnation ts for your eyes only. 
2. no more than; just: We get away from the city only on 
weekends. 3. as recently as: / read that article only yes- 
terday. 4. in the final outcome or decision: That will only 
make matters worse. 5. (used after a clause and before a 
phrase with fo and a verb, to indicate that the verb hap- 
pens immediately after the first action described): The 
scout tried to creep up silently behind the enemy agent, 
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only to sneeze suddenly. —adj. [before a noun) 6. being 
the single one or the relatively few of the kind; lone; sole: 
Is this the only seat lef? 7. alone of its kind: an only 
child. —conj. 8. (used between clauses or phrases to 
limit the degree of the first clause or phrase): but; ex- 
cept: / would have gone, only you objected. —Idiom. 
9. only too, very; extremely: onty too happy to help. 
on-o-mat-o-poe-ia (ona mata pēə, -mä/tə-) 
[pona meæto'piyə, -matə-/ n. [noncount] 1. the formation 
of a word, as cuckoo or boom, by imitating the sound 
made by or associated with the thing the noun refers to: 
In English, onomatopocia is found in words like tweet, 
zap, flick, and hiss. 2. the use of such imitative words, as 
in poetry. —on/o-mat/o-poe/ic, on-o-mat-o-po-et-ic 
(on’a mat’/e pō etik, -mä/tə-) /,ono,matopow'etik, 
-,mata-/ adj. See -NOM-?, -ONYM-. 

on-rush (on/rush’, 6n/-) /'pn,raf, 'on-/ n. [count] a 
strong forward rush, flow, movement, etc. —on/rush/- 
ing, adj. (before a noun): onrushing traffic. 

on-set (on/set’, 6n/-) /‘nn,set, 'on-/ n. [count] 1. a be- 
ginning or start: the onset of winter. 2. an assault or at- 
tack: the onset of the enenny. 

on-slaught (on/sldt’, 6n/-) /'pn,slot, ‘on-/ n. [count] a 
fierce attack. 

on-to (on/tdo, Gn/-; unstressed on/ta, 6n/-) /'nntuw, 
'on-; unstressed 'onta, |on-/ prep. 1. to a place or posi- 
tion on; upon; on: They pulted him onto his feet. 2. In- 
formal. aware of the true nature, motive, or meaning of: 
Fm onto your tricks. 

on-tol-o-gy (on tola jé) /on'tolad3iy/ n. [noncount] the 
branch of metaphysics that studies the question of what 
it means to exist. —on-to-log-iccal (on/tl oj/i kəl) 
/,ontl'nd3tkal/ adj. 

O-nus (0/nas) /‘ownds/ n., pl onus-es. 1. [count] a diffi- 
Cult or disagreeable obligation or task. 2. [noncount] 
burden of proof: The onus is on you to show you realty 
want to improve. 3. [noncount] blame: responsibility. 

on-ward (on/werd, 6n/-) /‘nnword, 'on-/ adv. Also, on/- 
wards. 1. toward a point ahead or in front; forward, as 
in space or time: The army marched onward into the set- 
ting sun. —adj. [before a noun] 2. directed or moving 
onward; forward: the onward flight to freedom. 

-onym-, rool. -onyim- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “name.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACRONYM, ANONYMOUS, ANTONYM, HOMONYM, ONO- 
MATOPOEIA, PATRONYMIC, PSEUDONYM, SYNONYM. 

oneyx (on/iks) /‘oniks/ n. 1. a mineral stone, a form of 
quartz, having straight parallel bands of alternating 
colors: [count]: a bright onyx. [nonconnt): a statue of 
onyx. 2. [noncount) black, esp. a pure or jet black. 
—adj. 3. black, esp. jet black. 

oodles (d6d/Iz) /‘uwdlz/ n. [phiral; sometimes used with 
a singular verb] Informat. a large amount or quantity: 
oodles of information; oodles of fun. 

ooze’ (662) /uwz/ v., oozed, ooz-ing, n. —v. [no obj} 1. 
(of moisture, liquid, etc.) to flow or pass slowly or gradu- 
ally: Water was oozing from her sneakers. 2. [~ + obj] 
to give off or allow (moisture, liquid, etc.) to exude: The 
wound began to ooze blood. 3. (no obj; (~ out/away)] to 
appear or disappear slowly or gradually: His confidence 
began to ooze (out). Yon sensed his courage oozing 
(away). 4. [~ + obj} to display or show falsely: oozing 
charm. —n. [noncount] 5. the act of oozing. 6. some- 
thing that oozes. 

o00ze? (0z) /uwz/ n. [noncount] 1. a type of mud made 
chiefly of the shells of one-celled organisms, found on 
the ocean bottom. 2. soft mud or slime. 

O-paceiety (© pas/i tē) /ow'pasttiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
State or quality of being difficult to see through. 2. the 
state or quality of being difficult to understand or unclear 
in meaning. 

O-pal (6/pal) /‘owpal/ n. a mineral, a form of silica, found 
in many varieties and colors, including milky white, 
sometimes made into a gemstone with many shining 
colors in it: [count]: a ring with two beautiful, shiny opals. 
(noncount): a necklace of opal. 

O-paque (© pak’) /ow'pcyk/ adj. 1. not allowing light to 
pass through; difficult to see through. 2. hard to under- 
stand; not clear: opaque arguments. 3. dull, stupid, or 
unintelligent. 

op’ art’ (op) /np/ n. [noncount] abstract art in which 
lines, forms, and space are arranged to produce visual 
effects, as apparent movement. 

op. cit. (op sit’) /‘np' sit/ an abbreviation of Latin opere 
citato: in the work cited. 

OPEC (6’pek) /‘owpek/ n. [proper noun; noncount; no 
article] Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
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an organization of countries that produce oil and estab- 
lish prices for it on the world market. 

op’-ed’ (op/ed’) /'np,ed/ n. [proper noun; noncoutit: 
sometimes Op-Ed] a newspaper page or section with 
signed articles by commentators and essayists, opposite 
the editorial page. 

Open (0’pen) /'owpan/ adj. 1. not closed or barred at 
the time mentioned: She tef the windows open at might. 
2. (of a door, window sash, etc.) set so as to permit pas- 
sage through the opening that it can be used to close; 
not locked: The door is open; come in. 3. arranged so 
that the inside is easy to reach: The dresser drawer was 
open. 4. mostly free of things that block or that prevent 
movement through: an open floor plan. 5. [before a 
noun] built or designed so as not to be fully enclosed: an 
open staircase. ©. [before a nonn] having mostly large or 
numerous empty spaces, gaps, or intervals: open ranks 
of soldiers. 7. not covered or closed: His eyes were 
open. 8. without a covering, esp. a covering that pro- 
tects: an open wound. 9. extended, unfolded, or ar- 
ranged: an open newspaper; The book was open on the 
desk. 10. without restrictions or limits as to who may 
participate: open enrollment. 11. available: Which Job is 
open? 12. [be + ~ + to] available or possible for one 
to do: What course of action is open to us now? 13. 
ready for or carrying on normal trade or business: The 
new store is now open. 14. not reserved, engaged, or 
committed: open time on the calendar. 15. [before a 
noun) so clear that all can see or know: open disregard 
of the niles. 16. truthful; honest; candid: always open 
and fair in his dealings with others. 17. generous: to give 
with an open hand. 18. (be + ~ + to + obj) likely to 
receive: He left himself open to criticism. 19. [be + ~ + 
to] willing to receive or accept: open to suggestions. 20. 
undecided; unsettled: severat open questions. 21. (in 
sports) unguarded by an opponent: An open receiver 
caught the pass. —v. 22. to (cause to) be moved from a 
shut or closed position, such as a door, window, etc.: [> 
+ obj}: He opened the door. (no obj}: The door Slowly 
opened. 23. [~ + obj] to remove a blockage or barrier 
from: to open the road after a snowstorm. 24. [no obj} 
(of a road, pass, etc.) to have a blockage or barrier re- 
moved: The road finally opened when the blizzard 
Stopped. 25. to (cause to) be not covered or closed; 
(cause to) have certain parts apart: [~ + obj]: He opened 
his mouth to speak. (no obj}: His eyes opened suddenly. 
26. [~ + obj] to arrange so that the inside of (a box, 
drawer, etc.) is easily reached: Open the tootbox. 27. {~ 
+ obj} to make available: to open a port for trade. 28. 
to (cause to) be made ready for customers or normal 
work activity: [~ + obj]: They open the store at nine 
oclock. [no obj]: They open at nine o'clock. 29. to 
(cause to) be established or set up for business purposes 
or for public use: [~ + obj}: The company wilt open an 
office in Singapore. [no obj): A new store opened on 
Main Street last week. 30. to (cause to) be set in action, 
begun, or started: [~ + obj]: opened the meeting with a 
short speech. [no obj]: The meeting opened with a short 
speech. 31. [~ + obj) a. to expose to view: The Surgeon 
opened the chest cavity. b. to disclose; reveal; show: He 
opened his heart to her ( = He let her see his tme 
feelings). 32. to (cause to) be expanded, unfolded, 
spread out; (cause to) be turned or arranged to be read: 
[~ + obj}: to open a map. [no obj}: The map opened 
easily. 33. to (cause to) be less tight, less compact, or 
less closely spaced: [~ + Obj}: The soldiers began to 
open ranks. [no Obj}: The ranks of the soldiers began to 
open. 34. to make (the mind) ready to receive knowl- 
edge, sympathy, etc.: [~ + obj}: College opened his 
mind. [no obj]: His mind opened when he wernt to col- 
lege. 35. [~ + obj] to make or produce (a way or path): 
to open a way through a crowd. 36. (no obj} to provide a 
way of approaching a place: a door that opens into a gar- 
den. 37. [no obj} to part or seem to part: The clouds 
opened. 38. to (cause to) spread out: [~ + obj): He 
opened his hand and revealed a shiny new quarter. [no 
obj}: His hand opened. 39. to (cause to) spread or ex- 
pand: [no obj]: The flower opened in the sunlight. [~ + 
obj): The fisherman opened the oysters with a Sharp 
knife. 40. to (cause to) be created: [~ + up + obj}: The 
new program opens (up) new possibilities. [~(+ up)]: 
New possibilities open (up) thanks to this proposal. 41. 
open up, a. to make or become open: [no obj}: The 
flower opened up in the sun. [~ + up + obj): They 
opened up their shops. [~ + obj + up]: It was too early 
to open the shops up. b. (no obj] to begin firing a gun or 
the like: The infantry opened up with their automatic 
weapons. c. [no Obj] to share or become willing to share 
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one's feelings, confidences, etc.: had to learn to open up 
to others. —n. 42. [noncount; the + ~] an open or Clear 
space: was out in the open where he could be seen. 43. 
[noncount,; the + ~) the open air; outdoors: They slept 
out in the opeu. 44. [noncount; te + ~] open water, as 
of the sea. 45. [count] a contest or tournament in which 
both amateurs and professionals may compete: tennis 
opens. —Idiom. 46. open someone's eyes, to make 
someone alert to a situation. 47. out in or in the open, 
not hidden; not concealed: The secret is finally out in the 
open, —o/pen-ness, n. [noncount) 

open air’, n. [noncount) the outdoors. —o/pen-air’, 
adj. (before a noun): an open-air market; an open-air 
nusseunmt. 

o’pen-and-shut’, adj. immediately or clearly obvious; 
straightforward: an open-and-Shut case of larceny. 

o’pen-end/’ed, adj. 1. not having fixed limits: a wide- 
ranging, open-ended discussion. 2. having no fixed an- 
swer: an open-ended test question. 

o-pen-er (5/pa ner) /‘owpanar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that opens. 2. a device for opening sealed contain- 
ers or cans: a can opener. 3. the first of several theatrical 
numbers, sports events, etc. —Idiom. 4. for openers, 
to begin with: For openers, we need to discuss the plans. 

o’pen-faced’, adj. 1. having a face that seems inno- 

cent or truthful and not ready to deceive. 2. [before a 
noun) Also, o/pen-face’. (of a sandwich) made with the 
filling lying on a single slice of bread. 

o-pen-hand-ed (6’pan han/did) /‘owpon'hendid/ adj. 
generous. 

o’pen-heart/ed, adj. 1. candid or frank: an open- 
hearted discussion. 2. kindly; wishing for good; benevo- 
lent: a friendly, open-lhearted man. 

o’pen-heart’ sur’gery, n. [count] an operation per- 
formed on the exposed heart with the aid of a special 
machine to keep the blood circulating. 

o’pen house’, n. 1. [count] a party or reception during 
which a person's home is open to visitors. 2. a time dur- 
ing which a school, institution, etc., is open to the public: 
[count]: an annual open house. (noncount): On what 
night is open house this year? 3. [count] a house or 
apartment for sale or rent that is available for viewing. 

o-pen-ing (5/pə ning) /‘owpantn/ n. [court] 1. an act or 
instance of making or becoming open. 2. an unoccupied 
space or place: an opening in the woods. 3. a hole in 
something solid. 4. a. start: The opening of the play wilt 
be delayed for 15 minutes. b. the first part or initial stage 
of anything: The opening of the movie gives us a glimpse 
of the future. 5. a vacancy for a job. 6. an opportunity; 
chance: a rare opening to meet the boss. 7. the formal 
or official beginning of an activity, event, presentation, 
etc.: The mayor was present for the opening of the new 
highway. —adj. [before a noun} 8. coming first; begin- 
ning: opening remarks. 

o’pen let/ter, n. [count] a letter, often of protest, ad- 
dressed to a specific person, but also intended to be 
brought to public attention. 

o-pensly (d’pan lē) /‘owpanliy/ adv. without hiding or 
without trying to deceive; not secretly; plainly: clearly: 
They discussed their problems openly. 

o’pen mar’/riage, n. a marriage in which the partners 
are free to have close friendships or sexual relationships 
with other persons: [noncount}: thought about the idea 
of open marriage. (count): They liad an open marriage. 

o’pen-mind/ed, adj. 1. willing to receive or consider 
new ideas or arguments. 2. not having or showing preju- 
dice; not bigoted; impartial. 

o’pen se/cret, n. [count] something that is supposed 
to be a secret but is actually known by others. 

o’pen shop’, n. [count] a business establishment in 
which a union acts as a representative of all the employ- 
ees but in which union membership is not a condition for 
employment. 

-oper-, root. -oper- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “work.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: COOPERATE, INOPERATIVE, OPERA, OPERATE, OPUS. 

op-erea (op/ar ə, op/ra) /'opərə, ‘npro/ n., pl -ereas. a 
long dramatic musical work similar to a play but in which 
the parts are sung: (count): sang in many operas. [non- 
count): has a love of opera. See -OPER-. 

op-er-a-ble (op/ar ə bal, op/ra-) /'opərəbəl, 'oprə-/ adj. 
1. able to be treated by a surgical operation. 2. capable 
of being put into use, operation, or practice: ar operable 
plan. See -OPER-. 

op-er-ate (op/o ral’) /‘npo,rcyt/ v., -ateed, -at-ing. 1. 
[no obj) to work; function: This coffee machine is not op- 
erating properly. 2. [~ + obj) to manage or use: could 
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operate farm machinery. 3. [no obj) to carry on busi- 
ness: The company operates in southern California. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to put or keep in operation: operated a factory in 
the midwest. 5. to perform a medical procedure in which 
the body is cut open and a part is removed or adjusted: 
[no obj): The surgeon is ready to operate. [~ Hon t 
obj): The surgeon operated on several patients. 6. [no 
obj) Informat. to put oneself into a position of favor, ad- 
vantage, etc., in a cunning way: really knows how to op- 
erate in the halls of government. See -OPER-. 

op-er-at-ic (op/a rat/ik) /,opo'retik/ adj. of or relating 
to opera. See -OPER-. 

op-er-a-tion (op’a ra/shan) /,opo'reyfon/ n. 1. [count] 
an act, instance, process, or manner of working. 2. [non- 
count) the state of being operative: a rule no longer in 
operation. 3. [noncount) the using of force, power, Or in- 
fluence; agency: the operation of alcohot on the brain. 4. 
[count] a process of a practical or mechanical nature: a 
delicate operation in watchmaking. 5. [count] a business 
transaction: a shady operation. 6. [count] a business, 
esp. one run on a large scale. 7. [count] a medical pro- 
cedure of cutting open the body to restore or improve 
the health of a patient, as by removing a diseased part. 
8. (count) a mathematical process, as addition or multi- 
plication. See -OPER-. 

op-er-a-tion-al (op/a rā/shə nal) /,opo'reySanal/ adj. 1. 
able to be used; working; usable. 2. [before a nour] of 
or relating to an operation or operations: the operational 
costs of the project. 

op-er-a-tive (opar a tiv, op/ra tiv, op’a ra’tiv) /‘opor- 
ativ, ‘oprativ, ‘opa,reytiv/ n. [count] 1. a person en- 
gaged or skilled in some branch of work, esp. productive 
or industrial work; worker. 2. a detective. 3. a secret 
agent: an FBI operative. —adj. 4. a. being in operation: 
The plant was fully operative. b. being in force: The regu- 
lation became operative last month. 5. (before a noun) 
most important or significant; key: The operative word is 
“caution.” See -OPER-. 

op-er-a-tor (op’a ra/ter) /‘npa,reytor/ n. [count] l. a 
person who operates a machine or apparatus, esp. a tel- 
ephone switchboard. 2. a person who manages an in- 
dustrial establishment or a business: a hotel operator. 3. 
a person who accomplishes his or her purposes by clev- 
erness or in slightly dishonest ways: He's a smooth oper- 
ator. See -OPER-. 

op-er-et-ta (op/ə ret’a) /,npa'reto/ n. [count], pl. -tas. a 
short opera usually of light character. See -OPER-. 

oph-thal-mol-o-gy (of/thal mol/a jë, -tha-, op’-) /,of6- 
al'molod3iy, -89-, ,op-/ n. [noncount] the branch of med- 
icine dealing with the physical structure, functions, and 
diseases of the eye. —oph/thal-mol/o-gist, n. [count]: 
An ophthalmologist treats diseases of the eye; an optom- 
etrist tests your eyes and measures them for glasses. See 
-OPTI-. 

O-pirate (5/pē it, -at’) /‘owpiyit, -,cyt/ n. [count] 1. a 
drug containing opium. 2. a drug that calms one or 
makes one sleepy. 3. anything that brings on a feeling of 
laziness or soothes the feelings. 

o-pine (6 pin’) /ow'payn/ v. [used with quotations], 
o-pined, o-pin-ing. to express an opinion about (some- 
thing). 

o-pin-ion (ə pin’yan) /o'pinyan/ n. 1. [noncount] a belief 
or judgment based on information that one cannot be 
certain about. 2. [count] a personal view or belief. 3. 
[count] the formal expression of a professional judg- 
ment: got a second medical opinion. 4. [count] the for- 
mal statement by a judge or a court of the principles 
used in reaching a decision on a case. 

o-pin-ion-at-ed (ə pin’ya na/’tid) /a'pinyo,neytid/ adj. 
stubbornly believing in or declaring the correctness of 
one’s own opinions; close-minded; dogmatic. 

opium (6/pé am) /‘owpiyom/ n. [noncount] 1. a nar- 
cotic drug made from the dried, condensed juice of the 
seed capsules of a poppy. 2. opiate (def. 5). 

opossum (ə pos/am, pos/am) /d'posom, 'posəm/ n. 
[count]. pl. -sums, (esp. when thouglut of as a group) 
-sum. a small animal with a long tail, of the eastern U.S., 
that carries its young in a pouch and is noted for pre- 
tending to be dead when it is in danger. 

op-po-nent (ə pO/nant) /a'pownont/ n. [count] a person 
who is on an opposing side in a game, argument, con- 
troversy, or the like; adversary. See -PON-. 

op-por-tune (op/ar toon’, -tyd6n/) /,opor'tuwn, -'tyuwn/ 
adj. 1. correct or right for a certain purpose or aim; suit- 
able; apt: an opportune comment. 2. occurring or hap- 
pening at a good or appropriate time; well-timed: an op- 
portune appearance at the press conference. See -PORT-. 
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Op-por-tun-ism (op’ar t60/niz am, -ty6o/-) 
/Dpor'tuwnizom, -'tyuw-/ n. [nonconnt] the policy or 
practice, as in politics or business, of taking actions or 
making decisions based on whether they will bring suc- 
cess and gain, rather than on whether they are moral or 
good. —op’por-tun/ist, n. [count] See -PORT-. 

Op-por-tun-is-tic (op’ar too nis/tik, -tyoo-) /,npar- 
tuw'nistik, -tyuw-/ adj. 1. following a policy of oppor- 
tunism. 2. (of a disease or infection) caused by an organ- 
ism that flourishes only in certain circumstances, as when 
the body is already weakened by another condition. See 
-PORT-. 

op-por-turni-ty (op/ər tõni tē, -tydo/-) /Dpor'tuwnitiy, 
-'tyuw-/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [count] a favorable or good oc- 
casion or time (to do something): an opportunity to apol- 
ogize. 2. [nornconnt] a situation, state, or condition that 
is favorable for attaining or achieving a goal, or that pro- 
vides a good position or chance for success: a land of 
opportunity. 3. [count] a good chance or prospect: has 
many opportunities to succeed. See -PORT-. 

Op-pose (ə poz’) /a'powz/ v. [~ + obj], -posed, -pos 
ing. 1. a. to act against; combat: The two boxers had 
opposed each other several times before b. to resist: be 
against: Several senators opposed the project. 2. to set 
(something) opposite something else, or to set (two 
things) so as to be opposite one another. —Jdiom. 3. 
as opposed to, [~ + obj) in contrast to; instead of: I'd 
rather have a small computer as opposed to a big one. 
4. be opposed to, [~ + obj] to be against: was opposed 
to a tax hike. See -pos-. 

OP*pos-ing (ə pd/zing) /a'powzin/ adj. opposite; con- 
trary: The two speakers took opposing viewpoints. See 
-POS-. 

OP-porsite (op/a zit, -sit) /'mpozit, -sit/ adj. 1. [some- 
times: after a nonn) located or lying face to face with 
something else or each other, or placed in corresponding 
positions across a line, space, etc.: They sat at opposite 
ends of the room. [be + ~ + to/from + obj): We were 
opposite to each other on the train. 2. very or totally dif- 
ferent: opposite sides in a controversy. —n. [count] 3. a 
person or thing that is opposite in character. 4. ANTONYM: 
The words friend and enemy are opposites. —prep. 5. 
across from; facing: He sat opposite me on the train. 
—adv. 6. on or to the opposite side: / was at one end 
and she sat opposite. See -pos-. 

Op-porsi-tion (op’a zish’an) /,npo'zifon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the action of opposing. 2. [count; usually singular; 
usually: the + ~] a person or group of people Opposing 
something or someone. 3. [comnt; usually singular; 
sometimes: the Opposition] the major political party op- 
posed to the party in power and seeking to replace it. 
See -Pos-. 

Op-press (ə pres’) /o'pres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to use harsh 
authority or power over (others): The dictator oppressed 
his countrymen. 2. to lie heavily upon (the mind, a per- 
son, etc.); weigh down: Shes oppressed with worry. 
—op:pres/sion, n. [noncount) —op-pres/sor, n. (count) 
See -PRESS-. 

op-pres-sive (ə pres/iv) /o'presiv/ adj. 1. unfairly or un- 
justly harsh, difficult, or cruel: an oppressive government. 
2. causing discomfort: oppressive heat. 3. causing anxi- 
ety or depression: an oppressive sense of failure. —op- 
pres/sive-ly, adv. —op-pres/sive-ness, n. [noncount] 
See -PRESS-. 

Op-pro-bri-ous (ə prd/bré as) /a'prowbriyas/ adj. 1. 
showing or expressing opprobrium: an opprobrious alt- 
tack on immorality. 2. deserving opprobrium: opprobri- 
ous Conduct. —op-pro/bri-ous-ness, n. (noncount)] See 
-PROB-. 

op-pro-bri-um (ə pro/bré am) /ə'prowbriyəm/ n. [non- 
count] 1. disgrace or reproach brought on by shameful 
conduct. 2. the cause of such disgrace or reproach. 3. 
criticism; reproach; scorn. See -PROB-. 

opt (opt) /npt/ v. 1. to make a choice; choose: [~ + for 
+ obj): Voters opted for the new candidate. [~ + to + 
verb): They opted to retire early. 2. opt out, [~ (+ of + 
obj)| to decide not to participate in something: opted ont 
of attending the show. See -optT-. 

-opt-, root. -opt- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “choose; choice.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ADOPT, CO-OPT, OPT, OPTION, OPTIONAL. 

-opti-, root. -opti- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “light: sight.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: AUTOPSY, BIOPSY, MYOPIA, OPHTHALMOLOGY, OPTIC, 
OPTICAL, OPTICIAN, OPTOMETRY, SYNOPTIC. 

op-tic (optik) /‘nptik/ adj. [before a nonn} 1. of or re- 
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lating to the eye or to eyesight: affecting the optic nerve. 
—n. (count) 2. a lens of an optical instrument. See -opti-. 

op-ti-cal (op/ti kal) /‘nptikol/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of, 
relating to, or applying optics. 2. of or relating to the eye 
or eyesight: an optical illusion (= something that is not 
really the way the eye perceives it). —op/ti-calely, adv. 
See -opti-. 

op/tical disc’, n. [count] 1. Also called laser disc. a 
plastic disk on which digital data, as music or pictures, 
are stored as tiny pits in the surface and read by using a 
laser. 2. vioeooisc. Compare COMPACT DISC. 

op-ti-cian (op tish’an) /np'tifon/ n. [count] a person 
who makes or sells eyeglasses and contact lenses. See 
-OPTI-. 

op-tics (op/tiks) /‘nptiks/ n. [(noncount; used with a sin- 
gitlar verb) the branch of physical science that deals with 
the properties and actions of both visible and invisible 
light and with vision. See -opTi-. 

op-tiemism (op’ta miz’am) /'npto,mizom/ n. [noncount] 
1. a tendency to look on the more favorable side or to 
expect the most favorable outcome or result of events or 
conditions. 2. the belief that good will ultimately triumph 
over evil and that virtue will be rewarded. —op/ti-mist, 
n. [count] —op/tiemis/tic, adj. —op/ti-mis/ti-calely, 
adv. 

optimum (op/ta mam) /'nptoməm/ n., pl. -ma (-ma) 
/-mo/ -mums, adj. —n. [count] 1. the most favorable 
point, degree, or amount of something for obtaining a 
certain result. —adj. [before a noun] 2. most favorable or 
desirable; best: optimum conditions for growth. —op/ti- 
mal, adj. 

Op-tion (op/shan) /'npJan/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the power or 
right of choosing: to have no option but to slay. 2. 
[count] something that may be chosen: choice: Your op- 
tions are law school or taking a job. 3. [count] an item of 
equipment or an extra feature that may be chosen: The 
car had several options like power windows and a CD 
player. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to take or grant an option on. 
—op/tion-al, adj. —op/tion-al-ly, adv. See -opt-. 

Syn. See CHOICE. 

op-tom-e-try (op tom/i tré) /np'tomitriy/ n. (noncount) 
the profession of examining the eyes for defects of vision 
and for eye disorders. —op-tom/e-trist, n. [count] See 
-OPTI-. 

op-u-lence (op/ya lans) /‘npyalons/ n. [noncount] the 
state or condition of being or appearing very wealthy; 
richness: a home of great opulence. 

op-u-lent (op’ya lant) /'npyələnt/ adj. 1. characterized 
by opulence: an opulent lifestyle. 2. wealthy, rich, or af- 
fluent. —op/u-lent-ly, adv. 

opus (pəs) /'owpos/ n. [count], pl. o-pus-es or, esp. 
for 1, opera (O/par ə, opər ə) /'owpərə, 'npora/. 1. 
one of the musical works of a composer. 2. a literary or 
artistic work. See -OPER-. 

or (ôr; unstressed ər) /ər; unstressed ar/ conj. 1. (used 
to connect words, phrases, or clauses that represent or 
stand for choices, alternatives, or options): to be or not 
to be; Do you want vanilla or chocolate? 2. (used to con- 
nect different words or names that refer to the same 
thing): the Hawaiian, or Sandwich, Islands. 3. (used with 
the word EITHER to connect two clauses showing one 
choice followed by another): Either we go now or we wait 
till tomorrow, 4. (used to correct or rephrase what was 
previously said): His autobiography, or rather his 
memoirs, will be published soon. 5. otherwise: or else: 
Be here on time, or we'll leave without you. 

OR, an abbreviation of: 1. operating room. 2. Oregon. 

-or, suffix. -or is used to form nouns that are agents, or 
that do or perform a function: debtor; tailor; traitor; pro- 
Jjector; repressor; sensor; tractor. 

orea-cle (6r/a kal, or/-) /‘orakal, 'pr-/ n. [count] 1. (in 
the ancient world) a. a shrine at which questions are 
asked of a particular god or goddess through some 
means of communication: the Delphic oracle. b. the 
priest, priestess, or other person or sign through which 
the questions are answered. c. an answer given by an or- 
acle. 2. a person who makes statements that are thought 
to be wise. —orrac-u-lar (ô rak’ya lər, © rak/-) fo'rekyo- 
lor, ow'rak-/ adj. 

o-ral (6r/al, 5r7-) /‘oral, 'owr-/ adj. 1. made or expressed 
by the mouth; spoken: oral testimony; oral exams. 2. of, 
using, or carried by speech: oral teaching methods. 3. 
involving the mouth: oral hygiene. —n. [count] Usually, 
orals. [p/iraf) 4. an oral examination in a school, college, 
or university. —o/ral-ly, adv. 

oreange (6r/inj, or’-) /orind3, ‘pr-/ n. l. [count] a 
rounded, reddish yellow, bitter or sweet citrus fruit that 
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can be eaten. 2. [count] a white-flowered evergreen tree 
carrying such fruit. 3. [noncount] a reddish yellow color. 
—adj. 4. [before a noun) of, relating to, or containing the 
orange or its juice or flavor: orange sherbet. 5. of the 
color orange. 

oreange-ade (6r/inj ad’, or’-) /orind3'cyd, ,or-/ n. a 
beverage of orange juice, sugar, and plain or carbonated 
water: [noncount]: | don't like orangeade. (count): rH 
have two orangeades. 

o-rang-uetan (6 rang/’d0 tan’, 6 rang/-, ə rang’-) 
/o'renju,ten, ow'ren-, o'ræy-/ also o-rang/u-tang’ 
(-tang’) /-,twn/ n. [count] a large, mostly tree-dwelling, 
long-armed, humanlike ape of Borneo and Sumatra. 

orate (ô rat”, © rat’, ôrāt, Gr/at) /o'reyt, ow'reyt, 
‘oreyt, ‘owreyt/ v.,[no obj] -rat-ed, -rat-ing. to speak 
pompously or in a dramatic manner: He was orating at 
length about his new invention. 

oration (ô rā/shən, 6 rā-) /o'reyfon, ow'rey-/ n. 
[count] a format public speech, esp. for a special occa- 
sion. 

orea-tor (Ora tar, or/-) l'orator, 'nr-/ n. [count] a person 
noted for giving public speeches. 

oratorio (6r/a tôr/e 5’, -tOr’-, or/-) /,ora'toriy,ow, 
-'towr-, ,or-/ n. [count], pl. -rivos. a long musical work 
usually based upon a religious idea, for solo voices, cho- 
rus, and orchestra. 

oratory (Ôr/a tôr/ē, -tōr/ē, or/-) /'ora,toriy, -,towrly, 
'pr-/ n. [noncount] skill or ability in public speaking; the 
art of public speaking, esp. in a formal and eloquent 
manner. —or'ator'iecal (Or’a tôr/i kəl, or/ə tor/-) 
Lərə'torikəl, ,ora'tor-/ adj. 

orb (6rb) /orb/ n. [count] a round object, as a sphere or 
globe. —or-bie-uelar (ôr bik’ya lər) for'brkyalor/ adj. 

orbit (Orbit) /orbit/ n. 1. the curved path, usually 
rounded, that a planet, satellite, spaceship, etc., follows 
around a heavenly body: [count]: a comet with a very ir- 
regular orbit. (noncount; ininto + T]: a spacecraft in or- 
bit. 2. [count] the area of a nation’s or a person's influ- 
ence: within England's orbit. —v. 3. to move or travel 
around in an orbital or rounded path: [~ + obj): The 
satellite orbited the earth. [no obj): The moon orbited 
above the horizon. 4. [~ + obj] to send into orbit, as a 
satellite. —or-biteal (Gr/bit |) /‘orbitl/ adj. 

orchard (6r/chard) /‘ortford/ n. [count] 1. an area of 
land used for the growing of fruit or nut trees. 2. a group 
or collection of such trees. 

or-ches-tra (ôr/kə stra, -kes tra) /‘orkastra, -kes tro/ m. 
[count], pl. -tras. 1. a group of performers on various 
musical instruments, including esp. strings, winds, and 
drums, who play music together. 2. a. the space re- 
served for the musicians, usually the front part of the 
main floor (or’chestra pit’). b. the entire main-floor 
space for the audience. c. the front section of seats on 
the main floor. 3. (in ancient theaters) the circular space 
in front of the stage, used for the chorus or reserved for 
important persons. —or-ches-tral (Or — kes/tral) 
/or'kestral/ adj. (before a noun) 

or-ches-trate (ôr/kə strat’) /‘orka,streyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-trat-ed, -trat-ing. 1. to compose or arrange (music) for 
an orchestra. 2. to arrange, coordinate, or organize the 
elements of (something) in order to achieve a goal, re- 
sult, or effect: to orchestrate negotiations behind the 
Scenes. —or-ches-tra-tion (ôr/kə strā/shən) 
Lorkə'streyfən/ n. (count) —or’ches-tra’tor, or/ches- 
trat/er, n. (count) 

or-chid (6r/kid) /‘orkid/ n. [count] 1. a plant that grows 
in temperate and tropical regions, having usually showy 
flowers. 2. the flower of this plant. 

-ord-, root. -ord- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “order; fit.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COORDINATE, EXTRAORDINARY, INORDINATE, INSUBOR- 
DINATE, ORDAIN, ORDER, ORDINAL, ORDINANCE, ORDINARY, ORDI- 
NATION, SUBORDINATE. 

or-dain (ôr dan’) /or'deyn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to make 
(someone) a priest, minister, or rabbi. 2. (of someone in 
authority) to order, enact, or establish by law, command, 
etc.: [~ + that clause): The king ordained that everyone 
should pay tax. [~ + obj]: Had this law been ordained? 
3. [~ + clause] to decide or determine (the fate of 
someone or something): The fates ordained whether Ne 
would live or die. See -orp-. 

or-deal (ôr dēl, -dé@%al) /or'diyl, -'diyal/ n. [count] any 
very severe, difficult, or trying test, experience, or trial. 

or-der (6r/dar) /‘ordor/ rt. 1. a command or instruction 
to do something, given by someone in authority: [count]: 
gave orders not to be disturbed. (noncount; by + T]: 
we're here to arrest you by order of the High Conunand. 
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2. (noncount) the way or manner of arranging things to 
follow one after another; succession; sequence: words in 
alphabetical order. 3. [noncount] good or harmonious 
arrangement: Can you put this room in better order? 4. 
[noncount] proper, satisfactory, or working condition: got 
the motorcycle in working order again. 5. [noncount) 
agreement with or obedience to law, regulations, or es- 
tablished authority: to keep order in the Classroorn. 6. 
[noncount] established and correct practice: parhamen- 
tary rules of order. 7. (count) the current or established 
arrangement: The old world order is changing. 8. [count] 
a direction or request to make, provide, send, or give 
someone something: sent in an order for shirts. 9. 
[count] an amount of goods or items purchased or sold: 
Your order hasn't been delivered yet. 10. [count] a por- 
tion of food requested or served in a restaurant: an order 
of french fries. 11. [count] a class, kind, or sort distin- 
guished from others by character or rank: talents of a 
high order. 12. [count] a major subdivision of a class or 
subclass in a Classification of living things, made up of 
one or more families. 13. (count; sometimes: Order] a 
group, body of persons, or organization of the same pro- 
fession, occupation, or interests: the Order of the Garter. 
14. [count] a body or society of persons who agree to 
live under the same religious, moral, or social regula- 
tions, such as a society in a monastery: the Franciscan 
order of monks. 15. [count] a written direction to pay 
money or deliver goods: a money order. 16. orders, 
[plural the rank or status of an ordained Christian minis- 
ter. 17. (count; Order] a. a special honor or rank given 
by a king, queen, or other ruler to a person for distin- 
guished achievement. b. the insignia worn by such a per- 
son. —v. 18. to give an order or command to: [~ + obj 
+ to + verb]: She ordered them to leave at once. [used 
with quotations]: “Sit down at once!” he ordered. [~ + 
obj]: She ordered them out of her house. 19. a. to direct 
(someone or something) to be made, done, brought, ob- 
tained, etc.: [~ + obj]: to order a copy of a book. [~ + 
obj + to + verb): She ordered them to investigate. [~ + 
obj + verb-ed/-en): She ordered the flags flown at half 
mast. [no obj]: “Are you ready to order?” the waiter 
asked. [~ + obj + obj]: He ordered us a delicious din- 
ner. b. [~ + Obj] to give an order or command to: The 
teacher ordered the children to be quiet. 20. [~ + obj) 
to arrange in a suitable way: fo order one’s work day. 
21. order around or about, [~ + obj + around/about) 
to give orders to (Someone) in an unpleasant, rude, or 
bossy way. — Idiom. 22. a tall or large order, a diffi- 
cult or nearly impossible task. 23. call to order, [calit + 
obj + to + 7) to begin (a meeting): They called the 
meeting to order. 24. in order, a. right and proper, ap- 
propriate: An apology is certainly in order. b. properly ar- 
ranged or prepared; ready: Everything's in order, so we 
can go now. c. correct according to the rules of parlia- 
mentary procedure. 25. in order that, (used to intro- 
duce a clause that explains the reason for something) so 
that; to the end that: These pupils are studying business 
in order that they might become better accountants. 26. 
in order to, (used to introduce a phrase to explain the 
reason for something) as a means to; with the purpose 
of: The exchange students are studying here in order to 
get a better understanding of how American business 
works. 27. in short order, with promptness or speed; 
rapidly; quickly: She had her homework done in short or- 
der. 28. on order, ordered but not yet received: That 
part you need is on order. 29. on the order of, [~ + 
obj) approximately; about: That house must be worth on 
the order of three rnillion dollars. 30. out of order, a. 
not in correct sequence or arrangement: These pages 
are ont of order. b. not appropriate or suitable: Your re- 
marks are out of order. c. not operating properly; in dis- 
repair: The elevators are out of order again. d. incorrect 
according to the rules of parliamentary procedure. 31. 
to order, according to the needs or request of the per- 
son buying something: The curtains were made to order. 
See -ORD-. 
or-dered (6r/dard) /'ordord/ adj. orderly: an ordered life 
of work and relaxation. 
or-ederely (ôr/dər lē) /‘ordarliy/ adj., n., pl. -lies. —adj. 1. 
arranged or organized in a neat manner or in a regular 
sequence: orderly closets. 2. willing or liking to organize 
things in a neat manner: an orderly housekeeper. 3. ob- 
serving or obeying laws, rules, or discipline; well- 
behaved; law-abiding: an orderly crowd. —n. [count] 4. a 
hospital attendant having general, nonmedical duties. 5. 
an enlisted soldier assigned to perform various chores 
for a commanding officer or group of officers. —or/der- 
lieness, n. (noncount) See -orD-. 
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[count] 2. an ordinal number or numeral: The word “sec- 
ond” is an ordinal. See -orp-. 

or/dinal num/ber, n. [count] a number that expresses 
position in a series, as first, second, or third. 

or-dienance (6r/dn ans) /‘ordnans/ n. [count] a public 
regulation, rule, or order: a city ordinance. See -ORD-. 

Oredienareiely  (ôr/dn âr/ə lē, ôrdn œer’ə lē) 
/ordn'eərəliy, 'ordy,eraliy/ adv. 1. most of the time; gen- 
erally; usually: Ordinarily this train is on tine. 2. in an 
ordinary manner or fashion: dressed ordinarily. 

or-dienarsy (ôr/dn er/é) /‘ordn,eriy/ adj., n., ph -nar-ies. 
—adj. 1. of no special quality or interest; commonplace; 
unexceptional: not a hero but a plain, ordinary man. 2. 
customary; usual; normal: wore their ordinary clothes. 
=n. [noncount; the + ~) 3. customary or average condi- 
tion, degree, etc.: ability far above the ordinary. 
—lIdiom. 4. out of the ordinary, a. unusual. b. unusu- 
ally good: She wanted to get him a birthday present that 
was out of the ordinary this year. —or/di-nar’i-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -oRD-. 

or-diena-tion (ôr’dn a’shan) /ordn'cyfan/ n. 1. (count) 
the act of ordaining. 2. [noncount] the state of being or- 
dained. See -orb-. 

ord-nance (6rd/nans) /‘ordnans/ n. [noncount] 1. can- 
non or artillery. 2. military weapons with their equip- 
ment, ammunition, etc. See -orp-. 

ore (ôr, Or) /or, owr/ n. a metal-bearing mineral that can 
be mined at a profit, or a mineral or natural product 
serving as a source of some nonmetallic substance, as 
sulfur: (Noncount): searching for iron ore. (count): differ- 
ent ores. 

Ore., an abbreviation of: Oregon. 

Oreg., an abbreviation of: Oregon. 

O-reg-aeno (a reg’a nO’, ô reg/-) /a'rega,now, o'reg-/ n. 
[noncount] a sweet-smelling herb of the mint family hav- 
ing leaves used as seasoning in cooking. 

-Orga-, root. -orga- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meanings “tool; body organ; musical instrument.” These 
meanings are found in such words aS: DISORGANIZE, INOR- 
GANIC, MICROORGANISM, ORGAN, ORGANIZE, REORGANIZE. 

or-gan (6r/gan) /‘orgon/ n. [count] 1. a. Also called pipe 
organ. a musical instrument having one or more sets of 
pipes, played by a keyboard that controls compressed air 
which sounds the pipes. b. a similar musical instrument 
having the tones produced electronically: an electronic 
organ. 2. a grouping of tissues into a distinct structure 
that performs a special task, as a heart or kidney in ani- 
mals or a leaf or stamen in plants. 3. a newspaper, mag- 
azine, or other means of communicating information 
esp. in behalf of some organization. 4. an instrument or 
means, as of action: the organs of goverrmnent. See 
-ORGA-. 

or-gan-dy (6r/gan dé) /'orgondiy/ n., pl. -dies. a fine, 
thin cotton fabric usually having a crisp finish, used for 
dresses, curtains, etc.: [noncount): a dress of organdy. 
[count]: organdies on sale. 

or-gan-elle (6r’ga nel’, 6r/ga nel’) /orga'nel, 'orgo,nel/ 
n. [count] a structure within a living cell that has a spe- 
cific function; cell organ. See -orGa-. 

or-gan-ic (ôr gan/ik) /or'gwnik/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
of or relating to a class of chemical compounds that was 
formerly made up of only those existing in, or derived 
from, plants or animals, but that now includes all other 
compounds of carbon. Compare inorcanic (def. 2). 2. 
[before a noun] relating to, characteristic of, or coming 
from living things. 3. of, relating to, or involving animals, 
produce, etc., raised or grown without artificial or syn- 
thetic fertilizers, pesticides, or drugs: organic farmning. 4. 
of or relating to an organ or the organs of an animal, 
plant, or fungus. 5. having or showing a systematic ar- 
rangement of parts; organized; systematic: a view of łan- 
guage as a unified, organic whole. —n. [count] 6. a sub- 
stance, as a fertilizer or pesticide, of animal or vegetable 
origin: tomatoes grown only with organics. —or-gan/i- 
cal-ly, adv. See -ORGA-. 

or-gan-ism (6r/ga niz/am) /‘orga,nizam/ n. [count] 1. 
any individual life form thought of as a single unit. 2. any 
complex, organized system like a living being: the organ- 
isin that is society. See -ORGA-. 

or-gan-ist (ôr/gə nist) /‘organist/ n. [count] a person 
who plays the organ. See -ORGA-. 

or-gansi-za-tion (6r/ga na za/shan) /organa'zeyfon/ n. 
1. [noncount) the act or process of organizing, planning, 
or working to put something together: the organization 
of a committee to run the banquet. 2. (noncount] the 
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state or manner of being organized. 3. [noncount] the 
structure of something: the organization of brain cells to 
perform a fiction. 4. [count] a group of persons 
grouped together or organized for some purpose or 
work; an association: a national organization devoted to 
women’s rights. —or-gan-i-za-tion-al (Or/ga na za/sha- 
nl) /organa'zeyfanl/ adj. See -orGa-. 

oregansize (6r/ga niz’) /‘orgo,nayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to form (a group) as or into a whole or single 
body that is made up of parts that depend on each other 
or that work with each other, esp. for united action: to 
organize a committee. 2. [~ + obj) to make (something 
that lacks order) into something with a system or logical 
Structure: organizing her classroom notes. 3. [~ + obj] 
to call together (workers, employees, etc., of a business 
or workplace) so as to form a labor union. 4. [no Obj] to 
come together and form a labor union: The workers or- 
ganized. —or/gan-iz/er, n. [count] See -orGa-. 

or-gan-ized (6r/ga_nizd’) /‘orga,nayzd/ adj. [before a 
noun] 1. grouped or associated with an organization, 
esp. with a union: organized labor. 2. having an organi- 
zation or structure for directing many activities over a 
wide area: organized Crime. See -ORGA-. 

or-gasm (6r/gaz am) /'orgæzəm/ n. the intense physical 
and emotional feeling experienced at the peak of sexual 
excitement; climax: [count]: experiencing an orgasin. 
[noncount): achieving orgasm. —orgas-mic (Or gaz/- 
mik) /owr'gwxz'mikgws-/ adj. 

oregy (6r/jé) /‘ord3iy/ n. [count], pk -gies. 1. a drunken 
party, esp. a party with wild sexual activity. 2. any actions 
or proceedings that are uncontrolled or wild: an orgy of 
Kilhing. 

-Ori-, root. -ori- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “rise; begin; appear.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: ABORIGINAL, ABORIGINE, ABORT, ABORTION, 
DISORIENT, ORIENT, ORIENTATE, ORIENTATION, ORIGIN, ORIGINAL. 

orient (n. rE ant, -€ ent’, Gr/-; v. Ôr/ē ent’, Sr/-) / n. 
‘oriyont, -1y,ent, 'owr-; v. ‘oriy,ent, ‘owr-/ n. 1. Orient, 
[proper noun; the + ~] a. the countries of Asia, esp. 
East Asia, such as China, Japan, and India. b. (formerly) 
the countries to the E of the Mediterranean. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to find or figure out for (oneself or another) one’s 
location or place by referring to one’s surroundings, Cir- 
cumstances, facts, etc. 3. to make (someone) familiar 
with new surroundings or circumstances: fo orient new 
students to the campus. 4. to place (something) in a po- 
sition that relates or refers to the points of the compass 
or other locations: fo orient a building north and south. 
See -ORI-. 

orri-en-tal (6r’é en/tl, Or/-) /oriy'entl, ,owr-/ adj. 1. [u- 
sually: Oriental] of, relating to, or characteristic of the 
Orient, or the East; Eastern. 2. eastern. —n. [count; usu- 
ally: Oriental] 3. Usually considered offensive. a native or 
inhabitant of East Asia, or a person of East Asian de- 
scent. See -orl-. 

O-rieen-tate (6r/é an tal, Gr/-, -en-) /‘oriyanteyt, 'OWT-, 
-en-/ v. [~ + obj], -tat-ed, -tat-ing. to orient (oneself). 
See -ORI-. 

Orri-en-ta-tion (6ré€ an tā/shən, -en-, Sr/-) /,oriy- 
on'teyfan, -en-, ,owr-/ n. 1. (noncount] the act or proc- 
ess of orienting; the state of being oriented. 2. an intro- 
duction, as a tour, that helps one to adjust to new 
surroundings: [count]: a twenty-minute orientation to the 
library facilities. [noncount]: two days of orientation. 3. 
[count] direction, aims, goals, etc., with respect to one’s 
attitudes or judgment: His political orientation is clearly 
radical. See -ori-. 

oriented (6r/€ on tid, Gr/-, -en-) /‘oriyantid, ‘owr-, 
-en-/ adj. 1. (usually used after another word, usually a 
noun, adjective, or adverb) interested in, aimed at, or be- 
lieving in (the noun, adjective, or adverb mentioned): a 
child-oriented business (= a business interested in chil- 
dren); businesses oriented toward children; socially ori- 
ented agencies (= agencies that are aimed at improving 
social conditions). 2. [be + ~ + to/toward] showing or 
having an interest in: The schoot was oriented to helping 
foreign students succeed. See -ori-. 

or-iefice (ôr/ə fis, or/-) /‘orafis, 'pr-/ n. [count] an open- 
ing, as Of a tube or pipe; a mouthlike opening or hole. 

origami (Ori gä/mē) /,ori'gumiy/ m. [norcount] the 
Japanese art of folding paper into decorative or repre- 
sentational forms, such as of animals or flowers. 

origin (6r/i jin, or/-) /‘orid3in, 'pr-/ m. 1. (count; Usu- 
ally: singular] a source from which anything arises or co- 
mes. 2. (count; often: plural) the first years or stage of 
existence: a woman of mysterious Origins. 3. [uoncount] 
descent: was clearly of Scandinavian origin. See -ori-. 
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orrigeienal (a rij7a nl) /a'rid3anl/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
belonging or relating to the origin or beginning of some- 
thing; earliest: the original source of the problem. 2. 
arising or proceeding independently; inventive: an origi- 
nat idea. 3. thinking or acting in an independent, crea- 
tive, or individual manner: an original thinker. 4. [before 
a nonn) created, undertaken, or presented for the first 
time: te original performance of a play. 5. being that 
from which a copy, translation, or the like is made: The 
original document is in Washington. —ti. [count] 6. a pri- 
mary form or type from which other, different types 
come. 7. an original work, document, or the like, as Op- 
posed to a copy or imitation. 8. a person whose ways of 
thinking or acting are original. —orrig-i-nal-i-ty (Ə rij/a- 
nali tē) /o,ridza'nwlitiy/ n. (norcount) See -ori-. 

orrigeienalely (ə rija nl é) /a'rid3zanliy/ adv. 1. by origin: 
My husband's family was originally French Canadian. 2. 
at first: Originally the book was going to be much longer. 
3. in a way that is new or original. See -orI-. 

orrigeienate (a rijfa nat’) /o'rid3a,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat- 
ing. 1. to (cause to) take or have origin; (cause to) arise 
or begin: [no obj): Where did this idea originate? [~ + 
obj): Who originated this scheme? 2. [no obj] (of a bus, 
train, subway, etc.) to begin a scheduled run at a certain 
place: Our train originates at the eastern part of town. 
—orrig-iena-tion (ə rija na/shan) /o,rid3zo'neyfon/ n. 
(rroncount] —orrig/iena/’tor, n. (count) See -ort-. 

orrivole (dr/é Ol’, Gr/-) /‘oriyowl, 'owr-/ n. [Count] a 
songbird, the male of which is typically black and orange 
or black and yellow. 

Or-lon (6r/lon) /‘orlon/ Trademark. [noricount] a brand 
of acrylic textile fiber. 

orenasment (n. Or/na meant; v. -ment’, -mant) / n. 
‘ornomont; v. - ment, -mont/ n. 1. [count] an object, 
piece, or feature intended to add beauty to the appear- 
ance of something; embellishment; decoration. 2. [non- 
count) a group or style of such objects or features; orna- 
mentation. 3. [count] a person or thing that adds to the 
credit or glory of a society, a period of time, an organiza- 
tion, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to furnish with ornaments; 
embellish; decorate. 5. to serve as an ornament to. 
—or-naemen-tal (ôr/nəa men’tl) /orno'ment!/ adj. —or- 
na-men-ta-tion (ôr/na man tā/shən, -men-) /,ornam- 
ən'teyfən, -men-/ n. (noncount) 

ornate (ôr nat’) /or'neyt/ adj. 1. overly decorated, often 
showily so: an ornate hotel lobby. 2. using words or 
phrases that are too flowery: ornate writing. —or- 
nate/ly, adv. —or-nate/ness, n. [(noncount) 

orenerey (6r/na rē) /‘ornoriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. disa- 
greeable; bad-tempered. 2. stubborn. —or/ner-i-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

oreni-thol-o-gy (dr/na thola jé) /orna'Onlod3iy/ n. 
{noncount] the branch of zoology that deals with birds. 
—or/ni-thol/o-gist, n. [count] 

o-ro-tund (6r/s tund’, dr/-) /‘ora,tand, ‘owr-/ adj. 1. (of 
the voice or speech) having strength, fullness, and clear- 
ness. 2. (of speech or writing) showing self-importance, 
overly dramatic. —orro-tun-di-ty (ôr/a tundi te) 
/ora'tanditiy/ n. Cnoncount] See -ROTA-. 

or-phan (6r/fan) /‘orfan/ n. [count] 1. a child who has 
lost both parents or, less commonly, one parent through 
death. 2. the first line of a paragraph when it appears 
alone at the bottom of a printed page. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. having lost his or her parents: an orphan child. 
4. of or for orphans. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to cause to be- 
come an orphan. 

or-phan-age (6r/fa nij) /‘orfonid3/ n. [count] a place or 
institution for the housing and care of orphans. 

ortho-, prefix. ortho- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “straight, upright, right, correct ”: ortho- + 
graph ~ orthography (= correct writing); ortho- + dori- 
tics ~ orthodontics (= dentistry dealing with straighten- 
ing teeth); ortho- + pedic 7 orthopedic (= correction of 
iniproper bone structure from childhood). 
or-tho-don-tics (6r/tha don/tiks) /rQo'dontiks/ n. 
[nonconnt; used with a singular verb] the branch of den- 
tistry dealing with the prevention and correction of 
crooked teeth. —or-tho-don-tia (6r/tha don/’sha) 
/orOa'donfo/ u. [noncourit): orthodoritia for their two chil- 
drer. —or/tho-don/tic, or/tho-don/tal, adj. [before a 
nour) —or/tho-don/tist, 1. [court] 

or-tho-dox (6r/tha doks’) /‘or0a,dnks/ adj. 1. agreeing 
with or following the approved or officially accepted form 
of any belief, religion, system, philosophy, etc., esp. the 
older, more traditional form. 2. customary or normal; 
generally accepted: an orthodox viewpoirit. See -00x-. 
or-tho-doxey (6r/tha dok/sé) /‘orQa,doksiy/ r., ph -doxe 
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ies. 1. [count] a principle or practice that most people 
agree with or follow for a particular belief, religion, sys- 
tem, philosophy, etc. 2. [noncount) orthodox character: 
questioned the orthodoxy of his opinions. See -00x-. 

orthography (ôr thog/ra fe) for'Bografiy/ n., ph 
-phies. 1. [noncount] the way of writing words with the 
proper letters according to accepted usage; correct spell- 
ing. 2. [count] a method or system of spelling, as by the 
use of an alphabet or other system of symbols. —or-tho- 
graph-ic (6r/tha graf/ik) /,orOo'grafik/ adj. (before a 
noun): One orthographic convention in English is that 
“qu” is pronounced like “kw.” See -GRAPH-. 

or-tho-pe-dics or or-tho-pae-dics (6r/tha pe/diks) 
/orOa'piydiks/ n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] 
the branch of medicine dealing esp. with the correction 
of improperly formed or injured parts of the human skel- 
eton. —or/tho-pe/dic, adj. —or’tho-pe/dist, n. [count] 
See -PED-. 

-ory', suffix. 1. -ory is attached to nouns and verbs that 
end in -e to form adjectives with the meaning “of or re- 
lating to (the noun or verb mentioned)”: excrete + -ory 
~ excretory (= of or relating to excreting); sense + -ory 
= sensory (= of or relating to the senses). 2. -ory is also 
attached to certain roots to form adjectives with the 
meaning “providing or giving”: salisfact- + -ory ~ satis- 
factory (= giving satisfaction). 

-ory?, suffix. -ory is attached to roots to form nouns that 
refer to places or things that hold (the root), or places 
that are used for (the root): cremat- + -ory ~ crematory 
(= a place where bodies are cremated); observat(ion) + 
-ory ~ observatory (= place where observations of the 
heavens are made). 

orezo (6r/z6) /‘orzow/ n. [noncounnt] pasta in the form of 
small ricelike grains. 

os-cil-late (os/a lat’) /‘osa,icyt/ v. [no obj], -lat-ed, -lat- 
ing. 1. to swing or move to and fro, forward and back, or 
side to side: The pendulum oscillated. 2. to vary, 
change, or switch between differing or opposite beliefs, 
conditions, moods, etc.; vacillate. —os/cil-la’tor, n. 
[count] 

os-cil-elastion (os’a lā/shən) /,nsa'leyJan/ n. the change 
or switch in something, such as a decrease or increase, 
or the single swing in one direction of something that is 
oscillating; fluctuation: [noncount]: unexplainable oscilla- 
tion in the stock market. (court): wild oscillations of the 
pointer on the temperature gauge. 

-ose’, suffix. -ose is attached to roots to form adjectives 
with the meaning “full of, abounding in, given to, or like 
(the root):” verb- (= word) + -ose ~ verbose (= full of 
words), bellic- (= war) + -ose 7 bellicose (= eager for 
fighting or war). 

-o0se’, suffix. -ose is attached to roots to form nouns that 
name sugars, carbohydrates, and substances that are 
formed from proteins: fruct- + -ose ~ fructose (= a fruit 
sugar); lact- + -ose ~ lactose (= a milk sugar), prote- 
+ ose ~ proteose (= a compound made from protein). 

o-sier (0/zhar) /‘ow3ar/ n. [count] 1. a willow tree having 
tough, flexible twigs used for wickerwork. 2. a twig from 
such a willow. 

OSemorsiS (oz mō/sis, os-) /oz'mowsis, Ds-/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the tendency of a fluid, usually water, to pass 
through a membrane, causing the concentrations of 
materials on either side of the membrane to become 
equal: Water seeps into the roots because of osmosis. 2. 
a process of gradual absorption: fo learn French by os- 
miosis. 

os-prey (os/pré, -pra) /‘ospriy, -prey/ n. [count], pl. 
-preys. a large hawk that feeds on fish. 

os*siefy (os’a fi’) /'nso,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) become bone or be hardened like bone: [no 
obj): Over time the soft substances ossified. [~ + obj): 
Dry, extreme heat ossified these clam shells. 2. [no obj] 
to become rigid or unchangeable in one’s habits, opin- 
ions, etc.: Had ossified in his attitudes. —os¢si-fieca-tion 
(os/a fi kā/shən) /,nsafi'keyfan/ n. (noncount] 

os-ten-si-ble (o sten’sa bal) /n'stensabal/ adj. [before a 
nouu) outwardly appearing a Certain way; professed; pre- 
tended: arı ostensible reason. —os-ten/si-bly, adv. See 
-TEND-. 

os-ten-ta-tion (os’ten ta’shan, -tan-) /,nsten'teyJSon, 
-ton-/ n. [noncount] a false or overly grand display of 
wealth meant to impress others. 

os-ten-ta-tious (os/ten ta/shas, -tan-) /,nsten'teyfas, 
-ton-/ adj. 1. marked by a false or overly grand display of 
wealth: osteritatious jewelry. 2. overly dramatic; done in 
an exaggerated way that draws attention to oneself: gave 
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an ostentatious bow to the audience. —os/ten-ta/tious- 
ly, adv. 

os-te-opearthy (os/té opa thé) /ostiy'opabiy/ n. [non- 
count] a system of medical practice emphasizing the 
massage and manipulation of muscles and bones to pro- 
mote strength and relieve certain disorders. —os-te-o- 
path (os/té ə path’) /‘nstiya,pwx0/ n. [count] 

OS-t@-0-po-rorsis (os/tē © pa rO/sis) /,ostiyowpa'rowsis/ 
n. [noncount] a disorder in which the bones become in- 
creasingly brittle and break easily because of loss of cal- 
cium and other minerals. 

os-tra-cism (os/tra siz/am) /'nstra,sizam/ n. [noncount] 
the state or condition of being excluded from society, 
privileges, membership, etc. 

os-tra-cize (os/tra siz’) /‘nstra,sayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cized, -ciz-ing. to exclude (someone) from society, priv- 
ileges, membership, etc. 

os-trich (6/strich, os/trich) /‘ostritf, 'ostritf/ n. [count] a 
two-toed, swift-footed bird that cannot fly, originally of Af- 
rica and SW Asia. 

OT or o.t., an abbreviation of: overtime. 

OTB, an abbreviation of: offtrack betting. 

OTC, 1. Also, O.T.C. Officers’ Training Corps. 2. over- 
the-counter. 

oth-er (uth/ar) /‘adar/ adj. [before a noun] 1. additional: 
I made one other purchase. 2. different from the one 
mentioned: Some other player might be better at the 
game. 3. [the + ~) (used to refer to the remaining or 
second one of two persons or things, as when the person 
or thing is known from the discussion or context, or has 
already been mentioned): wore no rings on the other 
hand. 4. [~ + plural noun) being the remaining ones of 
a number: Some other countries may join the boycott. 5. 
former; earlier: sailing ships of other days. 6. [the + ~] 
not long past: / saw her the other night. —n. (count) 7. 
the other one: Each praises the other. —pron. 8. Usually, 
others. [plural] other persons or things: Others in the 
medicat profession may not like this. 9. [singular] some 
person or thing else: Surety sorme friend or other will 
help me. —adv. 10. other than, otherwise; differently: 
We cant collect the rent other than by suing the tenant. 
—Idiom. 11. every other, the first or the second of a 
pair: skipping every other page. 12. on the other 
(hand), (used to introduce the second of two ideas that 
contrast with each other): On the one hand, we could go; 
on the other (hand), we could stay. 13. the other side 
of the coin, the second, different choice or point of view 
to consider. 

oth-er-wise (uth’ar wiz’) /‘ador,wayz/ adv. 1. under 
other circumstances: With this chip the computer runs 
faster than it would otherwise. 2. in another manner or 
way; differently: Could he do otherwise than smite? 3. in 
other respects: an otherwise happy and uneventful life. 
—conj. 4. or else: Button up your coat, otherwise you'll 
catch cold. —adj. 5. of a different kind: We hoped his be- 
havior would be otherwise. 

oth-er-world-ly (uth’ar wuirld/lé) /‘adar'warldliy/ adj. 
concerned with the world of imagination or the world to 
come. 

otter (ot/ar) /‘ntor/ n., pl. -ters, (esp. when thought of 
as a group) -ter. 1. [count] a furry, water-dwelling, wea- 
sel-like mammal having webbed feet and a long, slightly 
flattened tail. 2. [poncount] the fur of an otter. 

ouch (ouch) /awtf/ interj. (used to express sudden pain 
or dismay): Ouch, that needle hurt! 

ought (ôt) /ot/ auxiliary (modal) verb. [~ + to + root 
form of a verb] 1. (used to express the opinion that the 
action of the main verb is one’s duty or moral obligation): 
Every citizen ought to help. 2. (used to express the opin- 
ion that the action of the main verb is one of justice, 
moral rightness, or the like): He ought to be punished. 3. 
(used to express the opinion that the action of the main 
verb is proper, correct, or appropriate for the situation): 
We ought to bring her some flowers. 4. (used to express 
the opinion that the action of the main verb is probable, 
that it follows naturally from the circumstances, or that it 
is expected): That ought to be our train now. 

ounce (ouns) /awns/ n. [count] 1. a unit of weight equal 
to 437.5 grains or Ye of a pound (28.549 grams) avoir- 
dupois. 2. a unit of weight equal to 480 grains or Yv of a 
pound (31.103 grams) troy or apothecaries’ weight. 3. a 
fluid ounce: Thirty-two ounces make a quart. 4. a small 
quantity or portion: doesnt have an ounce of sense. 

our (our, ou/ar; unstressed ar) /aw®r, 'awər; unstressed 
ar/ pron. [before a noun] a form of the pronoun we used 
to show possession: Our tearn won. Compare Ours. 

ours (ourz, ou’arz or, often, arz) /aw®rz, 'aworz or, of- 
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ten, arz/ pron. 1. [be + ~] a form of the pronoun we 
used to show possession: Which house is ours? 2. that 
or those belonging to us: Ours are the pink ones. She's a 
cousin of ours. 

our-selves (ar selvz/, ou?r-, ou/ar-) /ar'selvz, aw®r-, 
awor-/ pron.pl 1. a form of the pronoun we, a reflexive 
pronoun used as the direct or indirect object of a verb or 
the direct object of a preposition when the subject is we: 
We may be deceiving ourselves. We don't dare vote our- 
selves a big pay raise. 2. (used to add emphasis to the 
pronouns We and us): We ourselves would never say such 
a thing. 3. (used in place of we or us in certain construc- 
tions with “and” and “more than”): The children and our- 
selves want to thank you. No one is more fortunate than 
ourselves. 4. our normal, healthy, or customary selves: 
We were ourselves again after a nap. 

-ous, suffix. 1. -ous is attached to roots to form adjec- 
tives with the meaning “possessing, full of (a given qual- 
ity)": glory + -ous ~ glorious; wonder + ous ~ won- 
drous; covet + -ous ~ covetous; nerve + -ous ~ 
nervous. 2. -ous is also attached to roots to form adjec- 
tives referring to the names of chemical elements: stan- 
nous Chloride, SnCl, 

oust (oust) /awst/ v. [~ + obj] to expel, remove, or force 
(someone) from a place or position occupied: He ousted 
her from the job and took over. 

oust-er (ou/star) /awstar/ n. [count] the removal or 
forcing of someone from a place or position occupied: an 
ouster from political office. 

out (out) /awt/ adv. 1. not in the usual place, position, 
State, etc.: Those books are out Of alphabetical order. 2. 
away from one’s home, country, work, etc., as specified: 
to go out of town. 3. in or into the outdoors: to go out 
for a walk; Take the dog out. 4. to a state of exhaustion: 
to a condition in which everything is totally used up: to 
Purnp a welt out. 5. to the end or conclusion, a final de- 
cision, etc.: fo say it alt out. 6. to a point or state of dy- 
ing Out or fading away: That practice is on the way out. 
7. not burning or lit: The tights went out. Put that ciga- 
rette out. 8. in or into a state of neglect, disuse, etc.: 
That style is out. 9. so as not to be in the normal or 
proper position or state; out of joint: Her back went out 
after her fall. 10. in or into public notice or knowledge: 
Her story has come out at last. 11. so as to extend or 
project: Let's stretch out on the grass. A nail was sticking 
out. 12. from a certain source or material: made out of 
scraps. 13. so as to deprive or be deprived: to be 
cheated out of ones money. 14. aloud or loudly: to cry 
out. 15. thoroughly; completely; entirely: The children 
tired me out. Clean out the room. 16. so as to make im- 
possible to see, read, or understand: to cross out a mis- 
spelling. —adj. 17. [be + ~] not at one’s home or place 
of employment; absent: wilt be out alt week. 18. [be + 
~] not open to consideration: She gets airsick, so flying 
is out. 19. [be + ~] wanting; lacking; without: We had 
some tickets but now we're out. 20. [be + ~] removed 
from or not in effective operation, play, etc.: He's out for 
the season with a leg injury. 21. [be + ~ + of + obj] 
no longer holding a job, public office, etc.; unemployed: 
to be out of work. 22. [be + ~] no longer working or 
operating; extinguished: Are the lights out? 23. [be + ~] 
finished; ended: before the week is out. 24. [be + J 
not currently fashionable or in style: Fitted waistlines are 
out this season. 25. [be + ~] unconscious; senseless: A 
few drinks and he’s out. 26. not in power, authority, or 
the like: a member of the out party. 27. Baseball. [be + 
~) (of a batter) not succeeding in getting or staying on 
base: Two men are out but the bases are loaded. 28. 
(be + ~] outside of official limits or the prescribed area, 
as in the playing of a game on a marked court or field; 
out of bounds. 29. [be + ~) having a financial loss to an 
indicated extent: They were out millions. 30. [be + ~ 
not correct or accurate: The builder's estimate was out by 
ten thousand dollars. 31. [before a noun] located at a 
distance; outlying: the out islands. 32. Slang. publicly ac- 
knowledged: an out lesbian. —prep. 33. (used to indi- 
cate movement or direction from the inside to the out- 
side of something): She ran out the door. 34. (used to 
indicate location): The car is out back. 35. (used to indi- 
cate movement away from a central point): Let's drive 
out the old parkway. —interj. 36. begone! Go away!: Out! 
And dont come back! 37. (used in radio 
communications to signal that the sender has finished 
the message and is not expecting a reply). Compare over 
(def. 32). —n. [count] 38. a means of escape from re- 
sponsibility, embarrassment, argument, confrontation, 
etc.: H we just give him an out, maybe he'll resign. 39. 
Usually, outs. [plural] persons or groups not in office or 
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lacking status, power, or authority. 40. Baseball. an in- 
stance of putting out a batter or base runner. —v. [no 
obj] 41. to come out; become public: The truth will out. 
—Idiom. 42. all out, with the highest or greatest effort: 
They went all out to finish by Friday. 43. on the outs, in 
a state of disagreement; quarreling; at odds. 44. out 
for, [be + ~ + obj] strongly or eagerly determined to 
acquire, achieve, etc.: He was out for money. 45. out 
from under, [be + ~ (+ obj)] no longer having burdens 
or responsibilities, esp. free of debt. 46. out of, [~ + 
obj] a. not within: They ran out of the house. b. beyond 
the reach of: out of sight. c. not in a condition of: out of 
danger. d. without; lacking: We're out of milk. e. from 
within or among: Take the jokers out of the pack of 
cards. f. because of; owing to: They did that out of spite. 
g. made of; constructed from: a kite made out of string, 
paper, and glue. 47. out of it, Informal. (usually: be + 
~] a. not participating: l'm out of it these days; tell me 
what's been going on. b. not conscious: The sedative 
worked; he's out of it. c. confused; muddled: too out of it 
to rernember his own name. 48. out of place, a. not in 
the correct position or order. b. not suitable to the 
circumstances or surroundings: beliavior out of place in 
church. 

out-, prefix. 1. out- is attached to verbs and means “go- 
ing beyond, surpassing, or outdoing (the action of the 
verb)”: out- + bid 7 outbid; out- + do ~ outdo; out- + 
last ~ outlast. 2. out- is also attached to nouns to form 
certain compounds, and means “outside; out’: out- + 
cast ~ outcast; out- + come ~ outcome, out- + side 7 
outside. 

out-age (ou’tij) /‘awtid3/ n. [count] an interruption or 
failure in the supply of power, esp. electricity. 

out’-and-out/, adj. [before a noun) complete; absolute: 
He told an out-and-out lie. 

out-back (out/bak’) /‘awt,bak/ n. 1. [count; usually sin- 
gular; usually: the + ~; sometimes: Outback] the country 
far away from cities, towns, or villages esp. in Australia; 
the bush. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of, relating to, or lo- 
cated in an outback: outback settlements. 

outbalance (out/bal’ans) /,awt'belons/ v. [~ + obj], 
-anced, -anc-ing. to have greater importance or weight 
than; outweigh: Those considerations outbalance our 
needs. 

out-board (out/bérd’, -bord’) /‘awt,bord, -,bowrd/ adj. 
1. located on the outside of a ship's hull or aircraft: an 
outboard motor. 2. having a motor located on the out- 
side of the hull: an outboard boat. 3. located farther 
from the center, as an engine of an aircraft: a fire on the 
outboard engine. —adv. 4. away from the center of a 
hull, aircraft, etc. —n. [count] 5. Also called outboard 
motor. a motor located on the outside of a ship or air- 
craft. 6. a boat equipped with such a motor. 

out-bound (out/bound/) /‘awt'bawnd/ adj. headed, sail- 
ing, or going outward: an outbound freighter. 

out-break (out/brak’) /‘awt,breyk/ n. [count] a sudden 
occurrence or appearance; eruption: the outbreak of dis- 
ease. 

out-build-ing (out/bil’ding) /‘awt,bridin/ n. [count] a 
building apart from and usually secondary to a main 
building. 

out-burst (out/burst’) /‘awt,barst/ m. [count] a sudden 
and often violent release, outpouring, or eruption: an 
outburst of tears; an outburst of machine gun fire. 

out-cast (out/kast’) /‘awt,kawst/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who is rejected or cast out, as from home or society. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. cast out, as from one’s home or 
society: an outcast son. 

out-class (out/klas/) /,awt'klas/ v. [~ + obj] to go be- 
yond in excellence; be superior to: outclassed the com- 
petition. 

out-come (out/kum/) /‘awt,kam/ n. [count] a final prod- 
uct or end result: What was the outcome of your inter- 
view? 

out-crop (n. out/krop’; v. out/krop’) / n. ‘awt,krop; v. 
jawt'krop/ n., v., -cropped, -crop-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a. an area where something has risen to the surface of 
the earth, as a layer of bedrock. b. the exposed portion 
of such a layer. —v. [n0 Obj] 2. to rise suddenly to the 
surface of the earth, as layers of bedrock. 

outcry (out/kri’) /awt,kray/ n. [court], pl. -cries. 1. a 
strong and usually public expression of protest or anger. 
2. a loud cry. 

out-dat-ed (out/da’tid) /awt'deytid/ adj. out-of-date; 
not modern; outmoded: outdated clothes. 
out-dis-tance (out/dis’tans) /awt'distons/ v. {~ + obj], 
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-tanced, -tanc-ing. to go far ahead of, as in running: 
She outdistanced him by about 100 yards. 

outdo (out/dddo’) /,awt'duw/ v. [~ + obj], -did, -done, 
-do-ing. 1. to perform better than; do better than: They 
outdid our team in every category. 2. [~ + oneself] to 
perform better than one’s usually high standard. 

out-door (out/dér’, -dor’) /‘awt,dor, -,dowr/ adj. [before 
a noun] 1. located, occurring, or belonging outdoors: 
outdoor activities. 2. fond of things done outdoors: She's 
the outdoor type, fond of hiking and skiing. 

outdoors (out/dérz’, -d6rz’) /,awt'dorz, -'dowrz/ adv. 
1. outside; in the open air: They stood outdoors in the 
rain. —n. [noncount; used with a singular verb; usually: 
the + ~] 2. the world outside of or away from houses; 
open air: to live in the outdoors. 

out-er (ou/tar) /‘awtor/ adj. [before a noun) 1. located 
on or toward the outside; exterior: an outer wall. 2. lo- 
cated farther out or farther from the center: the outer 
planets of the solar system. 

outermost (ou/tar most’) /‘awtor,mowst/ adj. [before 
a noun) farthest out; farthest from the inside or center: 
the outermost limits of the galaxy. 

out/er space’, n. [noncount) 1. space beyond the at- 
mosphere of the earth. 2. space beyond the solar sys- 
tem; deep space. 

out-er-wear (ou/tər war’) /‘awtor,weor/ n. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] 1. clothing, such as overcoats, 
worn over other clothing for warmth or protection out- 
doors: overclothes. 2. clothing, such as dresses, sweat- 
ers, or suits, worn over undergarments. 

out-field (out/féld’) /‘awt, fiyld/ n. 1. (count; usually: the 
+ ~ the part of a baseball field beyond the diamond- 
shaped infield. 2. [noncount] the positions played by the 
right, center, and left fielders. 3. [count] the fielders 
playing in those positions (contrasted with infield). 
—out/field’er, n. [count] 

outfit (out/fit’) awt fit/ n, v., -fiteted, -fit-ting. —n. 
[count] 1. a collection of gear, esp. clothes, used for a 
particular task or role: a cowboys outfit. 2. a set of 
clothes and other items worn together as an ensemble: a 
new spring outfit. 3. a set of items used for any purpose: 
a ski outfit of poles, skiis, boots, and goggles. 4. a group 
or team of people, as a business or military unit. —v. [7 
+ obj} 5. to furnish; supply: They outfitted him with a 
gun, —out/fit/ter, n. (count) 

out-fiank (out/flangk’) /,awt'flank/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
get around the flank or side of (an enemy force): out- 
flanked by superior forces. 2. to outmaneuver: The can- 
didate was outflanked ou the issues. 

out-fox (out/foks’) /awt'foks/ v. [~ + obj] to be 
cleverer than (someone); outsmart: He outfoxed his op- 
ponents in the campaign and managed to win. 

out-go-ing (out/gd/ing) /‘awt,gowrn/ adj. 1. going out; 
departing: outgoing trains. 2. [before a noun) leaving or 
retiring from a position or office: the outgoing mayor. 3. 
friendly; sociable: a cheerful, outgoing child. 

out-grow (out/grd/) /,awt'grow/ v. [~ + obj], -grew, 
-grown, -grow-ing. 1. to grow too large for: had out- 
grown last year’s boots. 2. to cast aside, lose, or forget 
about as one develops or grows older; grow out of: to 
outgrow a fear of the dark. 3. to grow or increase faster 
than. 

out-growth (out/grdth’) /‘awt,grow0/ n. [count] a natu- 
ral development or result: Success was an outgrowth of 
their hard work. 

out-house (out/hous’) /‘awt,haws/ n. [count], pl. -hous: 
es. 1. privy. 2. OUTBUILDING. 

outing (ou/ting) /‘awtin/ n. [count] 1. a pleasure trip, 
picnic, or the like: an outing to the beach. 2. a public ap- 
pearance, as by a player in an athletic contest. 

out-land-ish (out lan/dish) /awt'lendis/ adj. strange or 
odd, esp. in a way that is displeasing, freakish, or gro- 
tesque. 

out-last (out/last’) /awt'lest/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to endure 
or last longer than: The champion outlasted his Oppo- 
nent, 2. to live longer than; outlive. 

out-law (out/16/) /‘awt,lo/ n. [count] 1. a criminal, esp. 
one who is running away and hiding to avoid being cap- 
tured by legal authorities. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make un- 
lawful or illegal: Abortion was outlawed in that state. 3. 
to prohibit: fo outlaw smoking in a theater. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 4. of, relating to, or characteristic of an out- 
law: the outlaw society in the early days of the Old West; 
the dictator’s outlaw regime. 

out-lay (n. out/la/; v. out/la/) / m. 'awt,ley; v. awt'ley/ 
i, v, -laid, -lay-ing. —r. [count] 1. an act of spending 
something, as money: outlays for new equipment. 2. an 
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amount spent: an outlay of several thousand dollars. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to spend or expend, as money. 

out-let (out/let, -lit) /‘awtlet, -lit/ n. [count] 1. an open- 
ing Or passage by which anything is let out; vent; exit. 2. 
a point on a wiring system at which current may be taken 
to supply electric devices; plug: an electrical walt outlet. 
3. a means of expression, release, or satisfaction: an out- 
let for one’s artistic impulses. 4. a store selling the 
goods of a particular manufacturer or wholesaler: a 
clothing outlet. 

outline (out/lin’) /'awt,layn/ n., v., -lined, -linsing. —n. 
[count] 1. the line by which a figure or object is defined 
or bounded; contour: We could just see an outline of the 
shore in the distance. 2. a drawing that is only a line, 
without shading or modeling of the form. 3. a general 
account, description, or report, indicating only the main 
features of a subject: an outline of a book. 4. outlines, 
[plural] the most basic features or main aspects of some- 
thing under discussion: Just give us the outlines of your 
plan. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to draw the outline of (some- 
thing), or draw (something) in outline. 6. to indicate the 
main features of: outlined his strategy. 

outlive (out/liv’) /awt'liv/ v. [~ + obj], -lived, -liv-ing. 
1. to live longer than; survive: She outlived alt her old 
classmates. 2. to outlast; live through: He outlived the 
war, 

out-look (out/l66k’) /'awtlok/ n. 1. [count] the view 
from a particular place: The outlook from the terrace is 
magnificent. 2. [count] the place from which an observer 
looks out: We drove up to the outlook to the Mississippi 
River. 3. mental attitude or view; point of view: [count]: a 
very gloomy outlook. [(noncount; in + ~): became philo- 
sophicat in outlook. 4. [count] prospect for the future: 
The potiticat outtook is grim. 

out-ly-ing (out/li/ing) /‘awt,layin/ adj. [before a noun) 
lying or located at a distance from the center or the main 
area; remote: the outlying districts of the town. 

out-ma-neu-ver (out/ma nddo/var) /awtmo'nuwvoar/ v. 
[~ + obj) 1. to outwit or defeat by tricks, cleverness, or 
skill: outmaneuvered her rivals to win the election. 2. to 
surpass in the ability of maneuvering: This boat can out- 
maneuver the other boats. See -mMan}-. 

out-mod-ed (out/md/did) /,awt'mowdid/ adj. 1. no 
longer fashionable: an outmoded style. 2. no longer ac- 
ceptable or usable: outmoded teaching methods. See 
-MOD-. 

out-num-ber (out/num/bar) /,awt’nambor/ v. [~ + obj) 
to be greater than in number: Our forces outnumber 
theirs by over two to one. See -NuM-. 

out/-of-bod/’y, adj. [before a noun) of, relating to, or 
characterized by the sensation of viewing oneself from 
the outside, as though the consciousness has left the 
body and is acting on its own: an out-of-body experience. 

out/-of-date’, adj. outmoded; obsolete: out-of-date 
technology. 

out/-of-doors’, adj. 1. Also, out/-of-door’. outdoor: 
out-of-doors activities. —n. 2. OUTDOORS. 

out/-of-the-way’, adj. 1. away from where people 
travel through or live: an out-of-the-way cabin in the 
woods. 2. seldom encountered; unusual: out-of-the-way 
facts. 

out-pa-tient or out--pa-tient (out/pa/shent) 
l'awt,peyfont/ n. [count] a person who receives treat- 
ment at a hospital but does not stay there overnight. See 
-PAT-. 

out-place (out/plas’) /,awt'pleys/ v. [~ + obj], -placed, 
plac-ing. to provide outplacement to. 

out-placesment (out/plas/ment) /‘awt,pleysmont/ n. 
[noncount] assistance in finding a new job, provided by a 
company for an employee who is being let go. 

out-post (out/pdst’) /awt powst/ n. [count] 1. a station 
established at a distance from an army to protect it from 
a Surprise attack. 2. the body of troops stationed there. 
3. a post or settlement in a foreign place or in foreign 
surroundings. 

out-pour-ing (out/pdr/ing, -pdr’-) /‘awt,porin, -,powr-/ 
n. [count] something that pours out: an outpouring of 
sympathy. 

output (out/pdot’) /‘awt pot/ n., v., -put-ted or -put, 
-put-ting. —. 1. the quantity or amount of something 
produced, esp. in a specified period: (count; usualty sin- 
gular): an output of over 500 computers a day. [non- 
count); Output increased. 2. [noncount] the material 
produced; product; yield. 3. the current, voltage, power, 
or signal produced by an electrical or electronic device, 
or by a machine: [count]: an output of energy. [non- 
count): too much output from the generator. 4. a. any 
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information made available by computer, as on a print- 
out, display screen, or disk: [roncount]; Lets scroll 
through the output. (count; usually singular); an un- 
wanted output on the printer. b. [noncount) the process 
of transferring such information from computer memory 
to or by means of an output device. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to 
transfer (computer output): Output the data to the 
printer, 6. to produce; yield; turn out. 

outrage (out/raj) /‘awtrcyd3/ n., v., -raged, -rag-ing. 
—n. 1. [count] an act of great cruelty or violence that 
strongly offends the feelings. 2. [count] any act that 
strongly offends the feelings: H's an outrage that she was 
fired, 3. [noncount] a strong, powerful feeling of resent- 
ment or anger aroused by an injury, insult, or injustice. 
—v. [~ + obj] 4. to anger or offend; shock. 

out-ra-geous (out ra/jas) /awt'reyd3as/ adj. 1. of or in- 
volving great injury or wrong: outrageous crimes. 2. 
Strongly offensive to the sense of right or decency: his 
outrageous behavior. 3. passing reasonable bounds: an 
outrageous price. 4. remarkable; fantastic: She looks ab- 
solutely outrageous in red. 

out-rank (out/rangk’) /,awt'rank/ v. [~ + obj] to have a 
higher rank than. 

ourtré (66 tra’) /uw'trey/ adj. unconventional; bizarre: 
extreme and outré clothing designs. 

out-reach (v. out/réch’; n., adj. out/réch’) / v. 
awt'riytf; n, adj. 'awt,riytf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to reach 
beyond; exceed: Demand has outreached supply. —n. 
[noncount) 2. an act or instance of reaching out. 3. the 
act of extending community services to a wider section of 
the population: programs of community outreach to the 
poor. —adj. [before a noun) 4. concerned with extending 
community services: Outreach programs. 

out-rig-ger (out/rig/ar) /‘awt,rigor/ n. [count] 1. a frame 
that supports a float that sticks out from the side of a 
boat and rests on the water, used to help keep the boat 
Stable. 2. a boat with such a supporting frame. 

outright (adj. out/rit’; adv. out/rit?, -rit’) / adj. 
‘awl rayt; adv. ‘awt'rayt, -rayt/ adj. [before a noun] 1. 
complete; total: an outright victory. 2. open; direct; not 
hiding or holding something back: He issued an outright 
denial. —adv. 3. completely; entirely: We own the house 
outright. 4. without holding anything back: Ask her out- 
right for a raise. 5. at once; instantly: Three were kilted 
outright. 

outrun (out/run’) /awt'ran/ v. [~ + obj], -ran, -run, 
-run-ning. 1. to run faster or farther than: The Kids out- 
ran the teacher to the playground. 2. to grow faster than; 
exceed; surpass: Production is outrunning sales. 

out-sell (out’sel’) /awt'sel/ v. [~ + obj), -sold, -sell-ing. 
1. to surpass (a competitor) in salesmanship or selling. 
2. to exceed (another product) in number of sales. 

out-set (out/set’) /awt,set/ n. [count; usually singular; 
usually: the + ~) beginning; start: at the outset of the 
war. 

out-shine (out/shin’) /,awt'fayn/ v. [~ + obj], -shone or 
shined, -shin-ing. 1. to shine more brightly than. 2. to 
go beyond (another) in excellence, achievement, etc.: 
She worked hard to outshine the other designers. 

outside (n. out/sid’, -sid’; adj. out/sid’, out/-; adv. 
out/sid’; prep. out/sid’, out/sid’) / n. ‘awt'sayd, -,sayd; 
adj. ,awt'sayd, 'awt-; adv. ,awt'sayd; prep. ,awt'sayd, 
‘awt sayd/ n. [count] 1. the outer side, surface, or part; 
exterior: painted the outside of the house. 2. (often: sin- 
gular, the + ~] the outer appearance: He was smiling on 
the outside but angry on the inside. 3. (often: singular, 
the + ~ the space beyond a boundary or beyond some 
fence or enclosure: The prisoner had no idea of life on 
the outside. —adj. 4. [before a noun) of, situated in, or 
coming from an area beyond an enclosed place, fence, 
boundary, etc.: news from the outside world. 5. [before a 
noun) located on, or relating to, the outer side; exterior: 
the outside walls. 6. [before a noun] situated away from 
the inside or center: the outside lane on a highway. 7. 
[before a noun) not belonging to a specified group or the 
group in question: ontside agitators. 8. [before a noun) 
extremely unlikely or remote: an outside chance for re- 
covery. 9. [before a noun] extreme or maximum: an ont- 
side estimate. 10. [before a noun) being in addition to 
one’s regular work or duties: an outside job as a waiter. 
11. Baseball. (of a pitched ball) passing, but not going 
over, home plate on the side opposite the batter. —adr. 
12. on or to the outside: Take the dog outside. 13. in or 
to an area beyond a given place: Citizens are forbidden 
to travel outside. —prep. 14. on the outside of: a noise 
outside the door. 15. beyond the limits or borders of: 
visitors from outside the country. 16. aside from: She 
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has no interests outside her work. —Idiom. 17. at the 
outside, (noncount] at the highest limit; at the maxi- 
mum: We could expect to get, at the outside, about 
$100,000 for the house. 18. outside of, [~ + obj] other 
than; excepting: She has no interests outside of her 
work. j 

outesid-er (out/si/dar) /,awt'saydor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son not part of a particular group. 2. Chiefly Brit. a com- 
petitor not considered likely to win. 

outsize (out/siz’) /'awt,sayz/ n. [count] 1. an uncom- 
mon or irregular size, esp. one larger than average. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. Also, out’sized’. being unusu- 
ally large, heavy, extensive, etc.: an outsize uniform. 

out-skirt (out/skdrt’) /‘awt,skart/ n. [count] Often, 
outskirts. [p/ural] the outlying district or region, as of a 
city. 

outsmart (out/smart’) /,awt'smart/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
defeat or gain an advantage over (someone), as by being 
more clever or intelligent; outwit. —Idiom. 2. out- 
smart oneself, to defeat oneself through the same 
schemes one has planned to use for gain or profit. 

outspoken (out/spd/ken) /‘awt'spowkoan/ adj. 1. said 
or expressed with honesty and openness: outspoken crit- 
icism. 2. unreserved in speech; unafraid to say what one 
believes. —out/spo’ken-ness, n. [noncount] 

out-spread (out/spred’) /'awt,spred/ adj. (sometimes: 
after a noun) spread or stretched out; extended: out- 
spread arms; with arms outspread. 

out-stand-ing (out/stan’ding) /,awt'standin/ adj. 1. 
(before a noun] obvious; Conspicuous; striking: ou tstand- 
ing courage. 2. superior; excellent; distinguished: an out- 
standing student who finished at the top of her Class. 3. 
continuing in existence; remaining unpaid, unresolved, 
etc.; not taken care of or solved: outstanding debts; Sev- 
erat questions are stilt outstanding. 4. standing out; pro- 
jecting: a stiff, outstanding fabric. —out-stand/ine-ly, 
adv.: an ontstandingly fine restaurant. 

out-stretch (out’strech’) /,awt'stretf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
stretch forth: extend: to outstretch one’s hand. 2. to pass 
or stretch beyond the limits of: His behavior outstretches 
my patience. 

outstretched (out/strecht’) /‘awt'stretft/ adj. [some- 
times: after a noun] stretched out: an outstretched hand. 

out-strip (out/strip’) /awt'strip/ v. [~ + obj], -stripped, 
-strip-ping. 1. to outdo; surpass; excel over: He has out- 
stripped his competition. 2. to pass in running or swift 
travel. 3. to be greater than; exceed: a demand that oit- 
strips the supply. 

outtake (out/tak’) /‘awt,teyk/ n. [count] a segment of 
film or videotape or a part of a recording that is edited 
out of the final version. 

outward (out/ward) /‘awtword/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
moving or directed toward the outside or away from a 
center: the outward flow of water. 2. relating to or being 
what is seen or apparent and not what is on the inside; 
relating to surface qualities only; superficial: an outward 
show of grief. 3. lying toward or on the outside; exterior; 
of or relating to the outside or the outer surface: an oit- 
ward court. 4. belonging or relating to what is external to 
or outside of oneself: Outward influences affected her 
deeply. —adv. Also, out/wards. 5. toward the outside; 
out: The door opened outward. 6. away from port. 7. to- 
ward the world outside of or external to oneself: His 
country needed to look outward. —out/ward-ly, adv. 
outweigh (out/wa’) /awt'wey/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to be 
greater than in value or importance: The safety of her 
crew outweighed alt other considerations. 2. [not: be + 
~-ing] to exceed in weight: The champ outweighed his 
opponent by about twenty pounds. 

outwit (out/wit’) /awt'wit/ v. [~ + obj], -wit-ted, -wit- 
ting. to defeat or gain an advantage over (another) by 
greater cleverness; outsmart. 

out-worn (out/worn’, -worn’) /‘awt'worn, -'wowrn/ adj. 
out-of-date; no longer modern or useful: outworn eco- 
nomic theories. 

ou.zo (50/z0) /'uwzow/ ri. [noncounnt]) a clear, anise- 
flavored liqueur of Greece. 

ova (5/və) l'owvol n. [plural; used with a plural verb] 
pl. of ovum. 

o-val (6/val) /‘owvol/ adj. 1. having the general form or 
outline of an egg; egg-shaped. 2. shaped like a flattened 
circle. —n. (count) 3. something oval in shape or outline, 
such as a field on which an oval track is laid out for ath- 
letic contests. 

O/val Of/fice, n. [proper noun; the + ~) 1. the office 
of the president of the U.S., located in the White House. 
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2. this office thought of as the seat of executive power in 
the federal government. 

ovary (d/va rē) /‘owvoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. an 
organ that is the part of the female reproductive system 
in which the ova and the female sex hormones develop. 
2. the larger, lower part of the pistil in flowering plants 
that surrounds the ovules or new seeds. —o-var-iean (5- 
var/@ an) /ow'veoriyon/ adj. 

o-va-tion (6 va/shan) /ow'veyfon/ n. (count) long, loud 
applause or other expression of great approval. 

ov-en (uv’an) /'avən/ n. [count] a small box-shaped area 
with a door, as a part of a stove, for baking, roasting, 
heating, or drying; or an appliance in this shape. 

O-ver (O/var) /‘owvor/ prep. 1. above in place or posi- 
tion: the roof over one’s head. 2. above and to the other 
side of: The car went over the guard rail. 3. above in au- 
thority, rank, power, etc.: They have control over the 
news media. 4. so as to rest on or cover; On or upon. 
She pulled the blankets over her head and fell asleep. 9. 
on top of: She hit the intruder over the head with a frying 
pan. 6. across; throughout: They hitchhiked alt over Eu- 
rope. 7. from one side to the other of; on or to the other 
side of: across: lands over the sea; If you go over the 
bridge you wilt be in Illinois. 8. in excess of; more than: 
Both children read over twenty books last summer. 9. 
above in degree, quantity, etc.: a big improvement over 
last year's numbers. 10. in preference to: He was chosen 
over another applicant, 11. throughout the length of; 
during; until the end of: We wrote to each other over a 
long period of years. 12. in reference to, concerning, or 
about: to quarrel over a matter. 13. while doing or at- 
tending to: to discuss the situation over lunch. 14. via; 
by means of: / heard it over the radio. 15. because of; 
caused by: / don’t want an argument over this. —adv. 
16. beyond the top or upper part of something: The 
soup boiled over. 17. so as to Cover or affect the whole 
surface: The furniture was covered over with dust. 18. 
through a region, area, etc.: He is known the world over. 
19. at some distance, such as in a direction indicated: 
They live over by the hill. 20. from one side or place to 
another or across an intervening space: to sail over; Toss 
the ball over, wilt you? 21. from beginning to end; 
throughout: Think it over carefully. 22. from one person, 
party, etc., to another: He handed the property over to 
his brother. 23. on the other side, as of a sea, a river, or 
any space: Next time we'lt come over to Japan. 24. so as 
to be moved from a standing or straight position: to 
knock over a glass; to fall over. 25. so as to put or be in 
the reversed position: The dog rolled over. 26. once 
more; again: Do the work over. 27. in repetition: 20 
times over. 28. in excess or addition: to pay the full sum 
and something over. 29. divided by: 48 over 2 is 24. 
—adj. [be + ~) 30. ended; done; past; finished: They 
became friends when the war was over. —n. [count] 31. 
an amount in excess or addition; extra. —interj. 32. 
(used in radio communications to signal that the sender 
is waiting for a reply to or an acknowledgment of a mes- 
sage just sent): Tower, this is Flight 77 requesting per- 
mission to land, over. Compare out (def. 37). —Idiom. 
33. all over, a. throughout; everywhere: They traveled 
all over when they visited Australia. b. ended; finished; 
over with: The season was alt over when they lost that 
game. 34. over and above, [~ + obj] in addition to; 
besides: These expenses are over and above our initial 
estimates. 35. over and over, many times; repeatedly: 
We thanked him over and over. 36. over the hill, [non- 
count] past one’s prime: That quarterback is over the hill 
and should retire. 37. over with, finished; ended; done: 
Their relationship was over with. —Usage. See ABOVE. 

over-, prefix. 1. over- is attached to nouns and verbs 
and means the same as the adverb or adjective OVER, as 
in: overboard; overcoat; overhang; overlord; overthrow. 
2. over- is also used to mean “over the limit; to excess; 
too much; too”: overact (= to act too much); overcrowd 
(= to crowd too many people or things into); overaggres- 
sive (= too aggressive); overfull; overweight. 3. over- is 
also used to mean “outer,” as when referring to an outer 
covering: overskirt (= a skirt worn over something, such 
as a gown). 

o-ver-a-chieve (6’var ə chév’) /,owvora'tfiyv/ v. [no 
obj], -chieved, -chiev-ing. 1. to perform, esp. in school, 
better than the potential indicated by tests of one’s men- 
tal ability or aptitude. 2. to perform better or achieve 
more than is usual or expected, esp. in pursuing one’s 
career. —0o’ver-a-chiev/er, n. (court) 

o-ver-act (0/var akt’) /owvor'wkt/ v. to perform (a role) 
in an exaggerated manner: [~ + obj]: The hero in the 
play overacted the rote. [no obj): guilty of overacting. 


527 


o-ver-age’ (0/var aj’) /‘owvar'cyd3/ adj. beyond the ac- 
ceptable, desired, or usual age. 

Oo-versage’® (O/var ij) /owvorid3/ n. [connt] an excess 
supply of merchandise. 

o-vereall (adv. O/var ôV; adj, n. O/var ôV) / adv. 
‘owvoar'ol; adj., n. 'owvar.ol/ adj., adv. 1. from one end 
or limit to the other: The overalt length is 15 feet. The 
computer takes up three square feet overall. 2. covering 
or including everything: The overalf pattern is one of 
growth and success. Overalt, things have become better. 
—n. [count] 3. overalls, [phra a. loose, sturdy trou- 
sers, uSually having a bib with attached shoulder straps, 
originally worn over other trousers to protect them while 
working. See illustration at CLoTHING. b. long waterproof 
leggings. 4. Brit. a smock or loose-fitting housedress. 

o-ver-awe (O/var 6%) /,owvor'o/ v. [~ + obj], -awed, 
-aw-ing. to fill (someone) with a feeling of awe, fear, or 
respect; intimidate: He was overawed by the huge office. 

o-ver-bal-ance (v. O/var bal’ans; n. O/var bal’ans) / v. 
owvoar'balons; n. 'owvar,bawlans/ v., -anced, -anc-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to outweigh. 2. to (cause to) lose bal- 
ance or fall or turn over: [no obj]: He overbalarrced and 
toppled backwards. [~ + obj]: The weight of the rait car 
overbalariced the crane attempting to tifl it. —n. [count] 
3. a weight or amount that is too much. 4. something 
that more than equals. 

o-ver-bear-ing (6’var bar/ing) /,owvar'bearin/ adj. very 
rude in the way one gives orders or demands; dictatorial: 
an overbearing boss. 

o-ver-bite (5/vər bit’) /‘owvor,bayt/ n. [count] a condi- 
tion of the teeth in which the upper front teeth stick out 
too far over the lower ones. 

o-ver-blown (6/var bln’) /‘owvor'blown/ adj. 1. over- 
done or excessive: overblown praise. 2. self-important; 
pretentious: What an overblown old windbag the chrb’s 
president is! 

o-ver-board (60/var bérd’, -bord’) /‘owvar,bord, -,bowrd/ 
adv. 1. over the side of a ship or boat, esp. into or in the 
water: His canoe rocked sirddenty and he fell overboard. 
—Idiom. 2. go overboard, [ro obj] to be unrestrained 
or excessive: cerlainly went overboard with the decora- 
tions. 

o-ver-bur-den v. 60’var bir/dan, n. O/var biir/dan), v. [~ 
+ obj) to load too much; put a burden on. 

o-ver-Cast (adj. vər kast’, -kast’; v. 0/var kast/, 0/var- 
kast’/,; n. O/var kast/) / adj. 'owvor'kest, - kæst; v 
owvoar'kest, ‘owvor,kast,; m. ‘owvor,kiest/ adj, v., 
-cast, -cast-ing, n. —adj. 1. overspread with clouds; 
cloudy. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cause to be overclouded or 
darkened: Clouds began to overcast the sky. —u. [non- 
count] 3. the condition of the sky when it is covered or 
overspread with clouds. 

o-ver-charge (v. O/var charj’; n. O/var charj’) / v. 
owvor'tfard3; n. ‘owvor,tfard3/ v., -charged, -charg- 
ing, n. —v. 1. to charge (a purchaser) too high a price: 
[~ + obj]: He deliberately overcharges tourists. [no Obj): 
The merchant was always overcharging. 2. [~ + obj] to 
overload. —n. [count] 3. a charge or fee that is higher 
than a stated or fair price. 

o-ver-coat (0/var kot’) /owvor,kowt/ n. [comnt] a coat 
worn over one's Ordinary indoor clothing, as in cold 
weather. 

o-verscome (0’var kum/) /owvoar'kam/ v, -came, 
-come, -com-ing. 1. to defeat or gain an advantage over 
(someone Or something) in a struggle or conflict; gain 
the victory over (someone or something); conquer: [~ + 
obj): We overcame the enemy on tte last attack. [no 
obj): vowed to overcome. 2. [~ + obj] to succeed in 
controlling: fo overcome the temptation to stnoke. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to overpower or overwhelm in body or mind: The 
firefighters were overcome by snioke. 

o-ver-crowd (0/’var kroud’) /,owvar'krawd/ v. [~ + obj] 
to cause to have too many people in (a room, building, 
etc.); crowd or fill too much, 

o-ver-do (6’var dd0’) /,owvor'duw/ v. [~ + obj], -did, 
-done, -do-ing. 1. to do too much of or to; overindulge 
in; be extreme about: to overdo the charin with the boss. 
2. to overact (a part); exaggerate. 3. [~ + it/things] a. to 
Strain (oneself); make too many demands on (one’s 
physical strength): He overdid it with alt those exercises. 
b. to do (something) in an exaggerated or self-important 
way. 4. to cook too much; overcook: The meat had been 
overdone. 

o-ver-dose (n. 0/var dds’, v. 6/var dos, vər dos’) / n. 
‘owvor,dows, v ‘owvardows, ,owvar'dows/ H., vV., 
-dosed, dos-ing. —n. [count] 1. a dose of a drug that is 
too great: an overdose of steeping pills. 2. a person who 
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has become seriously ill or has died from taking too 
much of a drug. —~ [no obj] 3. to take too much of a 
drug: He overdosed on cocaine. 4. to die from taking too 
much of a drug: He overdosed last week fror cocaine. 
5. to have or take too much of anything: You're overdos- 
ing on chocolate again. 

o-ver-draft (0/var draft’) /‘owvar,driaeft/ n. [count] 1. an 
act of overdrawing. 2. the amount overdrawn. 

o-ver-draw (0/var dr6/) /,owvor'dro/ v., -drew, -drawn, 
-draw-ing. to try to draw or to spend an amount from 
(One’s bank account, an allowance, etc.) that is greater 
than the money available to one: [no obj): Your bank 
wort allow you to overdraw. [~ + obj]: You can't over- 
draw your acconnt. 

o-ver-dress (v. O/var dres’, m. O/var dres’) / v. 
owvar'dres, n. ‘owvor,dres/ v. 1. to dress too formally 
or elaborately for the occasion: [No obj]: was overdressed 
for the beach. [~ + obj]: The costume designer over- 
dressed the actors. 2. to dress with too much clothing: 
[~ + obj): Sormetiines he overdresses the kids on winter 
days. [no obj): I think they overdress on these cool days; 
it's not winter yet, afler aft, —n. [count] 3. a dress worn 
over another. 

o-ver-drive (6/var driv’) /‘owvor,drayv/ n. [noncount] 1. 
a device in a motor vehicle containing a gear that pro- 
vides a drive shaft speed greater than the engine crank- 
shaft speed. 2. a state of great activity or productivity: We 
went into overdrive to finish the project on time. 

o-ver-due (0/var doo’, -dydo’) /,owvor'duw, -'dyuw/ adj. 
1. having passed the time when due or expected: two 
overdire library books. 2. needed or expected for some 
time but not yet having been done: Improvements in the 
mass transit system are long overdue. 3. [be + ~ 
sometimes: after a noun] advanced or ready more than 
enough: Her baby is overdue by at least three weeks. 

o-ver-es-tiemate (v. O/var es/ta mat’; n. d/var es/ta- 
mit) / v. ,owvor'esta,meyt; n. ‘owvor'estomit/ v., -mated, 
mat-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to form a judgment or 
Opinion about (the value or worth of someone or some- 
thing) that is too high or good: We overestitnated the 
cost of the dental treatment; to overestimate an employ- 
ees ability. —n. [count] 2. a judgment or guess about 
value, worth, cost, etc., that is too high or too great. 

o-ver-flow (v. 6’var fl6%; n. 6/var fl6’) / v. ,owvor'flow; 
n. ‘owvor,flow/ v. 1. to flow or run over, such as rivers 
or water: [no obj): Afler the earthquake rivers overflowed 
at their banks. [~ + obj]: The rivers overflowed their 
banks. 2. [no obj] to have the contents flowing or spilling 
over an edge, rim, etc.: The jar overflowed. 3.[~ + obj] 
to cause the contents of to flow or spill over: He over- 
flowed the bathtub. 4. to pass from one part to another 
of (something) as if flowing from a place or space that is 
too full: [xo obj): The joyous crowd overflowed into the 
Street. [~ + obj): The crowd overflowed the anditorium. 
5. [no obj] to be supplied with something in great 
amount or measure: His heart was overflowing with grati- 
trde. —n. [coint] 6. an overflowing, or something that 
flows or spills over. 7. an excess; too great an amount or 
quantity: an overflow of applicants for the job. 8. an out- 
let, pipe, opening, etc., for any extra or overflowing liquid 
to pass through. 

o-versfly (O/’var fli”) /owvor'flay/ v. [~ + obj], -flew, 
-flown, -fly-ing. 1. to fly over (a specified area, country, 
etc.): The plane fost its way and overflew enemy territory. 
2. to fly farther than or beyond; overshoot. —o/ver- 
flight’, n. [count] 

overgrown (0’var gron’, O/var grOn’) /,owvar'grown, 
‘owvor, grown/ adj. 1. covered with a growth of some- 
thing: Overgrown with moss. 2. having grown too much: 
overgrown weeds. 

o-vershand (6/var hand’) /‘owvar,hand/ adj. 1. thrown 
or performed with the hand and often part or all of the 
arm raised over the shoulder; overarm: an overhand re- 
turn in tennis. —adv. 2. with the hand raised above the 
shoulder: to pitch overhand. —n. [cont] 3. an overhand 
stroke, throw, or delivery. Also, o’ver-hand/ed (for defs. 
il, By 

o-vershang (v. O’var hang’; n. d/var hang’) / v. 
wvar'han: n. 'owvar,hæn/ v., -hung, -hang-ing, n. —v. 
1. to hang over (something); stick out over (something 
below): [no obj]: pools of water where trees overhang. {~ 
+ obj): The tree branches overhang the water. —n. 
[count] 2. something that sticks out over something be- 
low, such as an upper part of a building, a roof, or a bal- 
cony. 

o-ver-haul (v. O’var hdl’, vər hdl’; n. S/var hdl’) / v. 
owvar'hol, 'owvar,hol; n. 'owvar,hol/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
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make necessary repairs on (something): fo overhaul an 
old engine. 2. to examine completely and revise: fo over- 
haul a school curriculum. 3. to come closer to, catch up 
with, or overtake: The police tried desperately to over- 
haul the fleeing assassin. —n. 4. Also, o/ver-haul/ing. a 
complete and general examination of something, with 
repairs or changes if necessary: [noncount): The old en- 
gines were in need of overhaul. [count]: a simple over- 
haul of the procedures. 

o-ver-head (adv. 5/var hed’; adj., n. ō/vər hed’) / adv. 
‘owvar'hed; adj, n. 'owvor,hed/ adv. 1. above one’s 
head; up in the air or sky, esp. high in the sky: The 
planes circled overhead. —adj. 2. (often: be + —~) lo- 
cated, operating, or passing above or over the head: Do 
we need to have ali the overhead lights on? 3. [before a 
noun) of or relating to the general costs of running a 
business: large overhead expenses. —n. 4. [nonconnt) 
the general, steady costs of running a business, as for 
rent, lighting, and heating, that cannot be charged to a 
specific product or part of the work operation. 5. [count] 
a stroke in tennis or badminton in which the ball or shut- 
tlecock is hit with a downward motion from above the 
head: smash. 6. [count] Also called o’verhead projec’- 
tor. an apparatus that sends an image above and behind 
the operator when a transparent picture is placed hori- 
zontally on its surface and lighted from below. 

overhear (d’var hér’) /,owvar'hiar/ v., -heard, -hear- 
ing. to hear (speech or a speaker) without the speaker's 
intention or knowledge: [~ + obj]: 1 hope he didnt over- 
hear us talking about him. [no obj): 1 couldn't help over- 
hearing. 

o-ver-heat (5/vər hét’) /,owvar'hiyt/ v. to (cause to) be- 
come too hot or be heated too much: [~ + obj): Driving 
in the desert can rapidly overheat any car's engine. (no 
obj}: The car overheated before we went five miles. 

o-ver-joy (d/var joi”) /owvar'dzoy/ v. [~ + obj] to 
cause to feel great joy or delight: news that did not ex- 
actly overjoy the boss. —o/ver-joyed/, adj. 

o-ver-kill (G’var kil’) /‘owvar,kil/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
ability of a nation to destroy by nuclear weapons more of 
an enemy than would be necessary for a victory. 2. an 
instance in which there is too much of what is required 
or suitable: publicity overkill. 

o-ver-land (5/vər land’, -lend) /‘owvar,kend, -land/ adv. 
1. by, over, or across land: The army Swept overland, 
across the Russian steppes. —adj. 2. proceeding, per- 
formed, or carried on overland: an overland journey. 

o-ver-lap (v. O/var lap’; n. G/var lap’) / v. ,owvar'lep; n. 
'owvər,læp/ v., -lapped, -lap-ping, n. —v. iL, a. to 
stretch over and cover a part of (something else): [~ + 
obj\: Each piece of tile overlaps the next one. [no obj): 
The pieces of tile overlap. b. (of two things) to come or 
fit together so that one partially covers (the other [[ + 
obj}: The tiles overlap each other. [no obj}: The edges 
overlap at a slight angle. 2. to have something in com- 
mon or come together partly with (another): [~ + obj}: 
My work days overlapped his. [no obj\. Our workdays 
overlapped. —n. 3. [noncount] an act or instance of 
overlapping: overlap between two theories. 4. [count] an 
overlapping part. 

overlay (v. O/var 1a/; n. O/var 1a’) / v. ,owvar'ley; n. 
'‘owvoar,ley/ v., -laid, -lay-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj} 1. to lay 
or place (one thing) over or upon another: fo overlay fer- 
titizer on the soil. 2. to cover with something: fo overlay 
the soil with fertilizer. 3. to finish or decorate with an 
overlay: The wood was overlaid with gold. —n. (count) 4. 
something laid over something else. 5. a decorative layer 
put on top of something. 

o-ver-load (v. d/var I6d’, n. G/var 16d’) / v. ,owvar'lowd, 
n. ‘owvor,lowd/ v. 1. [~ + obj} to load too much: The 
bus was overloaded with passengers. 2. to (cause to) use 
too much electricity: [0 obj}: The circuits overloaded. [~ 
+ obj}: You overloaded the circuits. 3. {~ + obj) to give 
too much work, too many problems, too much stress, 
etc., to (someone): tle was overloaded with the demands 
of his job. —n. [count] 4. a load or burden that is too 
much. 

o-ver-look (v. 6’var 160k’; n. G/var 160k’) / v. ,owvor'luk; 
n. ‘owvor,lok/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to fail to notice or think 
about; not see the importance of: overlooked several im- 
portant facts. 2. to disregard in a kind way; forgive, ex- 
cuse, or pardon: fil overtook your mistake this time. 3. 
to look over, such as from a higher position: a room that 
overlooks the ocean. —n. [count] 4. a piece of ground or 
land that provides a good view below. 

o-ver-lord (6/vor lérd’) /‘owvor,lord/ n. [count] a lord 
over other lords. 
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o-verely (d/var lē) /‘owvorliy/ adv. excessively: overly 
Curious. 

o-veremuch (d/ver much’) /‘owvor'mats/ adj., n., adv. 
too much. 

o-ver-night (adv. O/var nit’; adj, n. O/var nit’) / adv. 
‘owvor'nayt; adj., n. 'owvor,nayt/ adv. 1. for or during 
the night: We'll stay overnight and leave early tomorrow 
morning. 2. very quickly; suddenly: Yew suburbs sprang 
up overnight. 3. on the previous evening: Preparations 
were made overnight. —adj. [before a noun) 4. done, 
made, occurring, or continuing during the night: an over- 
night fight. 5. staying for one night: overnight guests. 6. 
being or intended for delivery on the next day: overnight 
mail. 7. occurring suddenly or within a very short time: 
an overnight success. —n. (count) 8. an overnight stay or 
trip. 

o-ver-pass (5/vər pas’) / 'owvor,pws / n. [count] a road, 
walkway, or bridge that provides a means of travel above 
another route. 

o-ver-play (6’ver pla’) /,owvor'pley/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
exaggerate or emphasize too much (one's role in a play, 
an emotion one feels, an effect, etc.): The actor over- 


played the bad guy in that movie. ——Idiom. 2. over- 
play one’s hand, to overestimate the strength of one’s 
position. 


o-ver-pop-urlate (6’var pop/ya lat’) /,owvor'popyd,leyt/ 
v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to fill with too many peo- 
ple or inhabitants and thus Cause a strain On resources: 
refugees overpopuilating the border towns. —0o-ver-Ppop: 
u-la-tion (G/var pop’ya lā/shən) /‘owvar,popyo'leyfan/ n. 
(noncount) 

o-ver-pow-er (0/vor pouar) /,owvor'pawor/ v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to overcome (someone or something) by superior 
force; subdue; hold down; defeat: She overpowered her 
attacker. 2. to affect or impress deeply or powerfully and 
sometimes unpleasantly or negatively; overwhelm: The 
evidence will overpower you. —o’/ver-pow/er-ing, adj.: 
an overpowering smell; overpowering arguments. 

o-ver-price (d/var pris’) /,owvor'prays/ v. [~ + obj], 
-priced, -pric-ing. to put too high a price on (an item for 
sale). 

o-ver-qual-i-fied (O/var kwol’a fid’) 
/owvor'kwolo,fayd/ adj. having more education, train- 
ing, or experience than is required for a job. 

o-ver-rate (0’var rat’) /,owvar'reyt/ v., -rat-ed, -rat-ing. 
[~ + obj] to rate or classify too highly or favorably. 

o-ver-reach (0/var réch’) /,owvor'riytf/ v. [~ + obj} 1. 
to reach or extend over or beyond. 2. [~ + oneself] to 
defeat (oneself) by trying too hard or by being too eager. 

O-ver-reeact (O/var rē akt’) /,owvorriy'wkt/ v. [no obj) 
to react or respond to something more strongly than is 
necessary. 

o-ver-ride (v. O/var rid’; n. O/var rid’) / v. ,owvor'rayd; 
n. ‘owvar,rayd/ v., -rode, -rid-den, -rid-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj} 1. to give a command that cancels the effect of 
something; set aside; overrule: She overrode our objec- 
tions and went ahead with the plan. 2. to replace (some- 
thing) in importance; be more important than (some- 
thing): The need for food and shelter overrides most 
other concerns. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of 
overriding. 4. budgetary Or expense increase; exceeding 
of an estimate: The cost overrides run into the millions. 
5. a system or device for interrupting and changing an 
operation that is normally automatic: a manual override. 

o-vererid-ing (5/vər riding) /,owvor'raydin/ adj. [before 
a noun] most important; primary; major; main; principal: 
The overriding consideration is the safety of the children. 

overrule (ō/vər rool?) /owvor'ruwl/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ruled, -rul-ing. 1. to rule against or disallow the argu- 
ments of: The judge overruled the lawyer. 2. to rule 
against; reject: The judge overruled the objection. 
overrun (v. O/var run’; n. O/var run’) / v. ,owvor'ran; 
n. 'owvor,ran/ v., -ran, -run, -run-ening, n. —v. [~ + 
obj} 1. to spread over or cover (an area Or place) quickly 
and in great numbers: Weeds are overrunning the gar- 
den. 2. to attack and defeat completely and occupy the 
position of; overwhelm: The army overran our position. 
3. to run past or go beyond: to overrun the finish line. 4. 
to exceed: fo overrun the budget. 5. to overflow: The 
stream overran its banks. —n. [count] 6. an act, in- 
stance, or amount of overrunning, esp. the process of ex- 
ceeding the costs of production: cost overruns. 

o-ver-sseas (adv. O/var séz’; adj. O/var séz’) / adv. 
owvor'siyz; adj. ‘owvar'siyz/ also o/ver-sea’, adv. 1. 
over, across, or beyond the sea; abroad: lived overseas. 
—adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to passage over 
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the sea: overseas shiprnents. 3. of, from, or located in 
places across the sea; foreign: overseas cornpetition. 

O-ver-see (O/var sé’) /owvar'siy/ v. [~ + obj], -saw, 
-seen, -see-ing. to supervise; manage: He oversaw the 
project. —o/ver-se/er, n. lconnt]) 

o-ver-sell (O/var sel’) /,owvar'sel/ v. [~ + obj], -sold, 
-sell-ing. to make claims about (something) that are ex- 
treme or exaggerated and that may not be believed. 

o-ver-sexed (0/var sekst’) /‘owvar'sekst/ adj. having an 
unusually strong sexual drive. 

o-ver-shad-ow (0/var shad/6) /,owvor'fedow/ v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to be greater than in importance, interest, or sig- 
nificance: She was overshadowed by her famous sister. 
2. to cast a Shadow over; darken: Clouds overshadowed 
the moon, 3. to make (someone) sad: The tragic death 
of their children overshadowed their lives. 

o-versshoe (0/var shoo’) /‘owvar,fuw/ n. [count] an 
outer shoe or boot worn for protection in wet weather. 

o-ver-shoot (60’var shoot?) /,owvor'fuwt/ v., -shot, 
-shoot-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to shoot or go over, beyond, or 
above so as to miss: The missile overshot its target. 2. to 
pass or go by or beyond (a landing or stopping place) 
unintentionally: [~ + obj]: The plane overshot the run- 
way. [no obj): On his landing the pilot overshot and 
crashed. 

o-ver-sight (vər sit’) /‘owvar,sayt/ n. 1. [nonconnt) 
failure to notice or consider something: guilty of over- 
Sight. 2. [count] a careless mistake or error: Her mistake 
was a minor oversight. 3. (noncount) the act of watching 
over work, proceedings, etc.; supervision: the joint House 
and Senate committee on oversight. 

o-ver-sim-pli-fy (6’var sim/pla fi) /,owvor'simpls,fay/ 
v., -fied, -fy-ing. to make (something) seem simpler 
than it really is and therefore distort or represent it incor- 
rectly: [~ + obj]: He oversimplified the statistics. (no 
obj): You are oversimplifying. 

O-versize (0/var siz’) /‘owvar'sayz/ also O/veresized/, 
adj. of a size larger than is usual: oversize tires. 

o-ver-sleep (d/var slép’) /owvor'sliyp/ v. [no obj), 
-slept, -sleep-ing. to sleep beyond the proper or in- 
tended time of waking up: / was late to work because I 
overstept. 

o-ver-state (0’var stat’) /owvor'stcyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-stat-ed, -stat-ing. to state too strongly; exaggerate: fo 
overstate a problem. See -STAT-. 

o-ver-stay (0/’var sta’) /,owvar'stcy/ v. [~ + obj] to stay 
beyond the proper time, limit, or extent of: The guests 
have overstayed their welcome (= they have stayed 
longer than they were welcome to stay). 

O-ver-step (0’var step’) /,owvar'step/ v. [~ + obj], 
-stepped, -step-ping. to go beyond: The officer over- 
Stepped his authority. 

o-ver-stuffed (5/vər stuft’) /‘owvor,staft/ adj. 1. stuffed 
or filled to excess. 2. (of furniture) having the entire 
frame covered by stuffing and upholstery: an overstuffed 
sofa. 

o-ver-sub-scribe (0’var sab skrib’) /,owvarsab'skrayb/ 
v. [~ + obj], -scribed, -scrib-ing. to subscribe for more 
of (something) than is available or required. See -scris-. 

o-vert (6 virt’, O/vurt) /ow'vart, 'owv3rt/ adj. open to 
view or knowledge; not hidden or secret (opposed to co- 
vert): a look of overt hostility. —o-vert/ly, adv. 

o-ver-take (O’/var tak’) /owvər'teyk/ v. [~ + obj], 
-took, -tak-en, -tak-ing. 1. to come alongside or catch 
up with and pass: We overtook that slow truck. 2. to be- 
fall or happen to (Someone) suddenly: Bad hick overtook 
therm. 

o-ver-tax (O’var taks’) /owvar'twks/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
make demands on (someone or something) that are too 
great. 2. to demand too much tax from. 

o/ver-the-count/er, adj. (usually: before a noun) 1. 
not listed on or not bought and sold through an organ- 
ized securities exchange: over-the-counter stocks. 2. sold 
legally without a prescription: over-the-counter dnigs. 

o-ver-throw (v. O/’var thro’; n. O/var thro’) / v. 
owvoar'Brow; n. 'owvar,OQrow/ v., -threw, -thrown, 
-throw-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to remove (a leader, 
dictator, king, queen, etc.) from a position of power. 2. 
to put an end to by force: to overthrow tyranny. 3. to 
throw past or over: to overthrow first base. —n. (count) 
4. an act or instance of overthrowing or of being over- 
thrown. 

o-ver-time (0/var tim’) /‘owvar,taym/ n. [noncount) 1. 
time spent working that is before or after one’s regularly 
scheduled working hours. 2. pay for such time: got over- 
time for the extra hours. 3. an additional period in a 
game played when the score is tied at the end of the reg- 


ular playing period. —adv. 4. during overtime: to work 
overtime. —adj. [before a noun) 5. of or for overtime: 
overtime pay. 

o-ver-tone (0/var ton’) /‘owvar,town/ n. [count] an ad- 
ditional meaning or quality, as in someone's speech or 
behavior, that is not openly expressed but can be under- 
stood or felt by others. See -ton-. 

o-ver-ture (0/var char, -chddr’) /‘owvortfor, -,tfor/ n. 
[count] 1. Often, overtures. [plural] an initial move in 
discussing or working on an agreement or a joint action; 
a proposal; offer. 2. a piece of music that introduces an- 
other musical work, such as an opera or musical com- 
edy. 3. an introductory part: The small attacks were an 
overture to the fitll-scale assault. 

o-ver-turn (6/var ttirn’) / ,owvor'tarn / v. 1. to (cause 
to) turn over on the side, face, or back: [no obj): The 
trick skidded and overturned. [~ + obj]: The burglars 
had overtirrned the furniture. 2. (~ + obj] to destroy the 
power of; overthrow: tried to overturn the government. 

o-ver-view (0/var vyoo’) /'owvar,vyuw/ n. [count) a 
general outline of a subject or situation; survey; sum- 
mary. 

o-ver-ween-ing (0/var wé/ning) /‘owvar'wiynin/ adj. 1. 
too proud or confident. 2. exaggerated; excessive: over- 
weening pride. 

o-ver-weight (0/var wat’) / ‘owvar'weyt / adj. weighing 
too much; weighing more than is normal, proper, or al- 
lowed: an aging, overweight prizefighter; He had become 
overweight because he had no time to exercise. The let- 
ter was overweight and needed extra postage. 

o-verswhelm (0’var hwelm’, -welm/’) /,owvor'hwelm, 
-'welm/ v, [~ + obj] 1. to overpower or overcome in 
mind or feeling: She was overwhelmed by remorse. 2. to 
overpower or defeat (a group) with greater force or num- 
bers: The enemy battalion overwhelmed our defenders. 
3. to burden excessively: He was overwhelmed with work, 
illness, and family problems. 

o-ver-whelm-ing (O/var hwel/ming, -wel/-) 
/owvar'hwelmip, -'wel-/ adj. 1. very large, such as in 
amount or size; very great: an overwhelming victory of 
over one hundred thousarid votes. 2. very powerful: an 
overwhelming feeling of guilt; an overwhelming desire to 
help. —o/verewhelm/ing:ly, adv. 

o-ver-work (v. O/var wiirk’, n. O/var wirk’) / v. 
owvor'wark, n. 'owvor,wark/ v. 1. to (cause to) work 
too hard, too much, or too long: [~ + obj): I think your 
boss overworks you and the whole staff. {no obj): You 
look very tired, as if you've been overworking. 2. [~ + 
obj) to use too often or too much: You are ovenvorking 
the phrase “for these reasons” in your essay; try some 
different words for variety. —n. (nonconunt) 3. a condition 
of overworking or of having been overworked. 

o-ver-wrought (0/var rôt/, O/var-) /‘owvar'rot, ,owvor-/ 
adj. extremely excited, nervous, or upset. 

O-vieduct (O/vi dukt’”) /‘owvi,dakt/ n. [court] a tube 
through which the eggs of a female, the ova, are carried 
from the ovary to the outside or into the uterus. See 
-DUC-. 

O-void (d/void) /‘owvoyd/ adj. egg-shaped; having the 
solid form of an egg. 

ov-u-late (ov/ya lat’, O’vya-) /'nvyə leyt, 'owvyə-/ v. [no 
obj), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. to produce and discharge eggs 
from an ovary. —oveulastion (ov’ya lā/shən, O/vye-) 
4 Dvyə'ley fon, ,owvya-/ n. lnonconnt) 

ovum (0/vam) /‘owvam/ n. [cont], pi. ova (və) 
fowva/. the female reproductive cell, developed in the 
ovary. 

ow (ou) /aw/ interj. (used esp. to express sharp or sud- 
den pain): Ow! I stepped on a nail. 

owe (6) /ow/ v., owed, ow-ing. [not: be + ~ing) 1. a. 
to be obligated to pay, repay, or give (something): [~ + 
obj): They stilt owe a Inindred thousand dollars on their 
house. [~ + obj + obj): | owe him a dollar. [no obj]: Do 
you stilt owe on that boat? b. [~ + obj] to be in debt to: 
I still owe my brother for the money I borrowed. 2. [~ + 
obj + to + obj) to be thankful and grateful to someone 
or something for making (Something) possible: owed his 
success to his wife. 

ow-ing (6/ing) /‘owin/ adj. [be + ~ 1. owed, unpaid, or 
due for payment: fo pay what is owing. ——Idiom. 2. 
owing to, [~ + obj] because of; as a result of: We were 
delayed owing to the bad weather at the airport. 

owl (oul) /awl/ n. (count) a bird chiefly active at night, 
that hunts small animals for food, and that has a broad 
head with large, forward-directed eyes. —owl/ish, adj. 

own (on) /own/ adj. 1. (used after a possessive pronoun 
to emphasize the idea of ownership of, interest in, or re- 
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lation to the next noun); of, relating to, or belonging to 
oneself or itself: He spent only his own money. 2. (used 
after a possessive pronoun to emphasize that the subject 
is the only doer or performer of an action): She insists on 
being her own doctor. —pron. 3. something that belongs 
to oneself: He thought the office computer was his own. 
—yv. 4. [not: be + ~-ing] to have or hold as one’s own; 
possess: She owns several cars. 5. to acknowledge or 
admit; confess: [~ + that clause]: He owned that he 
might have been at fault. (~ + up to + obj): He owned 
up to stealing the car. [~ + up): Won't anyone own up? 
—Idiom. 6. come into one’s own, to achieve the rec- 
ognition, standing, or self-respect that one deserves. Z: 
hold one’s own, a. to keep one’s position or condition 
steady or unchanged. b. to be equal to the opposition: 
He's holding his own in the 25-mile race. 8. of one’s 
own, belonging to oneself: They wanted a home of their 
own. 9. on one’s own, a. through one’s own efforts or 
resources: did the job on her own. b. living or function- 
ing independently: was on her own at the age of 17. c. 
Chiefly Brit. by oneself; without company: walked home 
on his own. —own/er, n. (count) —own/er-ship’, n. 
{noncount) 

ox (oks) /pks/ n. [count], pl. ox-en. 1. a large, bulky 
animal belonging to the same family as domestic Cows, 
water buffaloes, and yaks, esp. an adult male with its sex 
organs removed, used as a draft animal. 2. any of the 
cattlelike animals of this group. 

ox-iedastion (ok’si da’shan) /,nksi'deyfan/ also Oxeiedis 
za-tion (ok’si də za’shan) /,nksido'zeyfan/ n. [non- 
count] the process or result of oxidizing. 

oxeide (ok/sid, -sid) /‘oksayd, -std/ r. [count] a chemical 
compound in which oxygen is bonded to one or more at- 
oms. 

Oxeiedize (ok/si diz’) /'nksi,dayz/ v., -dized, -dizeing. 1. 
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[~ + obj] to combine chemically with oxygen; convert 
into an oxide. 2. [~ + obj] to cover with a coating of ox- 
ide or rust. 3. [no obj) to become oxidized. —ox/i-diz’- 
er, n. [count] 

ox-y-a-cet-y-lene (ok’sē ə setl én’, -in) /,nksi- 
ya'setliyn, -in/ n. [noncount] a mixture of oxygen and 
acetylene, used in a blowtorch for cutting steel plates or 
the like. 

ox-ysgen (oksi jan) /'pksıd3ən/ n. [noncount] a color- 
less, odorless gas, an element that is about one-fifth of 
the volume of the atmosphere and is present in a com- 
bined state in nature. 

ox-y-geneate (oksi ja nat’) lnksid3o,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. to treat, combine, or enrich with ox- 
ygen: to oxygenate blood. 

ox-ysmo-ron§ (ok’/si mér/on, -mōr/-)  /,pksi'morpn, 
-'mowr-/ n. [count], pl. -mora (-mor/a, -mor’a) /-'moro, 
-'mowro/. a figure of speech that uses two words or 
phrases that seem to be contradictory or opposite, such 
as “cruel Kindness.” 

oyster (oi/star) /‘oystor/ n. [count] a sea animal that 
may be eaten, having two shells that enclose it. 

oz., an abbreviation of Italian onza: ounce. 

ozone (6/z0n, © zdn’) /‘owzown, ow'zown/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a form of oxygen, O,, produced when ultra- 
violet light passes through air or oxygen. 2. OZONE LAYER. 

o’zone hole’, n. [count] any part of the ozone tayer 
that has become reduced in size by pollution in the at- 
mosphere, resulting in too much ultraviolet radiation 
passing through, and therefore warming, the atmos- 
phere. 

o’zone lay/er, n. [count; usually: the + ~) the layer of 
the upper atmosphere where most of the ozone is con- 
centrated, from about 8 to 30 mi. (12 to 48 km) above 
the earth. 


P, p (pē) /piy/ n. [count], pl. Ps or P's, ps or p's. the 
16th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

P., an abbreviation of: 1. page. 2. part. 3. penny; pence. 
4. pint. 

PA, an abbreviation of: 
address system. 

Pa., an abbreviation of: Pennsylvania. 

P.A., an abbreviation of: public-address system. 

-Pac-, root. -pac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “peace.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: PACIFIC, PACIFY, PACT. 

Pace (pas) /pcys/ n., v., paced, pac-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
[usually singular] a rate of movement, esp. in walking, 
etc.; speed: to set a rapid pace. 2. [usually singular] a 
rate of doing something, of activity, etc.; tempo: The 
nninber of students grew at a very rapid pace last year. 
3. a single step: took a few paces toward her. 4. the dis- 
tance covered in a step: standing only a few paces apart. 
—v. 5. [~ + obj] to regulate the speed of, as in racing: 
That runner paced the others for the first ten niles of the 
marathon. 6. to cross with regular, sometimes slow, 
steps: [~ + obj]: paced the floor nervously. (no obj): 
paced up and down. 7. {~ + off + obj) to measure by 
paces: He paced off a few feet froin the wall. —Idiom. 
8. keep pace, to do or work at the same rate (as): [no 
obj): They were working too fast for me to keep pace. {~ 
+ with + obj): Newspapers could hardly keep pace with 
developments during the war. 9. put through one’s 
paces, to cause to demonstrate a set of practiced rou- 
tines: The teacher put us through our paces when the 
parents came to visit the class. 10. set the pace, to act 
as an example for others to equal; be first or first-rate: 
We want our cormnpany to set the pace for sales in the 
whole region. —pac/er, n. [count] 

pace-mak-er (pas/ma/kar) /'peys,mcykoar/ n. [count] 1. 
PACESETTER. 2. an electronic device surgically placed be- 
neath the skin to provide a normal heartbeat by electri- 
cally stimulating the heart muscle. 

pace-set-ter (pas/set/ar) /'peys,setor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person Or group that serves as a model to be imitated. 
2. a person, animal, or thing that sets the pace, as in 
racing. Also called pacemaker. 

pach-y-derm (pak/i dûrm/) /‘pwki,dsrm/ n. (count) a 
large, thick-skinned mammal with hoofs, as the elephant, 
hippopotamus, or rhinoceros. See -DERM-. 

pa-cif-ic (pa siffik) /pa'sifik/ adj. 1. tending to make or 
preserve peace; peaceable. 2. at peace; peaceful; tran- 
quil. —pascif/i-cal-ly, adv. See -FIC-, -PAC-. 

Pac-i-fiver (pas’a fi/ar) /‘pwesoa,fayor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that pacifies. 2. a device, often shaped 
like a nipple, for a baby to suck or bite on. See -PAc-. 

pac-i-fism (pas’a fiz/om) /'pwsa,fizom/ n. (noncount] 
the belief that war or violence should never be used to 
settle disputes. See -Pac-. 

pac-i-fist (pas/a fist) /‘pwsoafist/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who believes in pacifism. 2. a person who refuses to par- 
ticipate in military activity because of his or her beliefs 
regarding war. See -PAC-. 

pac-i-fy (pas/a fi’) /‘pwso,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to bring or restore to a state of peace: The baby- 
sitter tried to pacify the screaming child. 2. to bring to a 
state of order, often by force; subdue: The ariny was or- 
dered to pacify the surrounding area. —pac-i-fi-ca-tion 
(pas’a fi kā/shən) /,pasofi'keyfon/ n. [noncount) See 
-PAC-. 

pack! (pak) /pæk/ n. [count] 1. a number of things 
wrapped together for easy handling; a bundle: We loaded 
several packs on the donkeys. 2. BACKPACK. 3. a definite 
amount of something sold, with its package: a pack of 
cigarettes. 4. a group of things: a pack of lies. 5. a 
group of animals of the same kind, esp. animals that 
hunt together: a pack of wolves. 6. a set of playing cards; 
a deck. 7. a cloth or small package used to wrap an in- 
jured part of the body for healing: put an ice pack on the 
bee sting. —v. 8. [~ + obj] to make into a pack or bun- 
dle: He packed the snow into a hard bat. 9. {no obj] to 
be easily made into a pack or any small, tight mass: Wet 
snow packs easily. 10. [~ + obj] to fill (something) with 
Suitable objects: to pack a trunk with clothes for the trip. 
11. to put (clothes, etc.) into a case, etc., as for traveling 
or storage: [~ + obj): to pack clothes for a trip. [no obj): 
Haven't you packed yet? 12. to crowd together within; 
cram: [~ + obj]: The crowd packed the gallery. (~ + 
into + Obj]: Thousands packed into the stadium to hear 
his farewell concert. 13. [~ + obj] to carry or wear as 
part of one’s usual equipment: /n the U.S., police officers 
usually pack a gun. 14, (not: be + ~ing: ~ + obj) In- 


1. Pennsylvania. 2. public- 


forrnal. to be able to deliver; to possess: This champion 
packs a mean punch. 15. pack in, [~ + obj + in] to at- 
tract (people) in large numbers: The new novie was 
packing thern in during its first week of showing. 16. 
pack in or up, to give up or give in; to abandon: [~ + 
in/up + obj): to pack in one’s career at age 35. [~ + obj 
+ infup): deciding to pack it all in and retire. 17. pack 
off or away, to send away, often with speed or eager- 
ness: [~ + obj + offfaway): to pack the kids off to catnp. 
{~ + offaway + obj): to pack off the kids to camp. 
—adj. [before a noun) 18. used for carrying a pack or 
load: a sturdy pack horse. 

pack? (pak) /pæk/ v. {~ + obj] to choose, collect, or or- 
ganize (cards, persons, etc.) so as to serve one’s Own 
purposes: to pack the jury with women jurors. 

pack-age (pak/ij) /‘pakid3/ n., v., -aged, -ag-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a bundle packed and wrapped or put in a box; 
parcel: Could someone help tne carry the packages in 
from the car? 2. a container in which something is 
packed: Take the wrapping off the package. 3. a group 
or combination of related parts offered as a unit: The 
president vetoed the new lax package. —v. [~ + obj] 4. 
to make or put into a package. 5. to design and manu- 
facture a package for (a product): packaged in eye- 
catching containers. 6. to combine or offer (related 
elements) into or as a unit. 7. to present (something) in 
a way that disguises its true nature: trying to package 
himself as someone concerned with the environment and 
education. —adj. (before a noun] 8. offered as a unit 
combining a number of goods or services: a package 
tour, including sightseeing, hotels, and airfare. 

packed (pakt) /pækt/ adj. 1. very full; crowded to over- 
flowing: playing to a packed house. 2. [be + ~) having 
put one’s clothes, belongings, etc., into a suitcase, bag, 
or trunk in preparation for a trip, for storage, etc.: We're 
all ready to go and you're not even packed yet? 

pack-er (pak/ar) /'pækər/ n. [count] a person or thing 
that packs, esp. a person or company that packs food for 
market: a meat packer. 

pack-et (pakit) /‘pxkit/ n. [count] a small package or 
parcel: a packet Of letters. 

pack-ing (pak/ing) /‘pwxkin/ n. [noncount} 1. the act or 
work of a packer. 2. material used to cushion goods 
packed in a container: Save the boxes and packing in 
case you have to return the computer. 

pack’ rat’, n. [count] 1. an American rat noted for car- 
rying off shiny articles to its nest. 2. informal. one who 
saves useless small items. 

pact (pakt) /pekt/ n. [count] an agreement, treaty, or 
compact: a trade pact. See -PaAc-. 

-Pact-, root. -pact- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fasten.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: COMPACT, IMPACT, IMPACTED, SUBCOMPACT. 

pad' (pad) /pxd/ n., v., pad-ded, pad-ding. —n. [count] 
1. a mass of soft material used for comfort or protection, 
for applying medicine, or for stuffing: The roller skaters 
wore knee pads. 2. a number of sheets of paper glued 
together at one edge, used for writing, drawing, etc.: 
Bring in a pad and pencil. 3. the fleshy, cushionlike 
mass of tissue on the underside of each finger and toe. 
4. Slang. one’s living quarters: Come up to my pad for 
the weekend. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to provide with a pad or 
padding: The dress was padded at the shoulders. 6. to 
expand or add to without need or in a dishonest way: 
padded his expense account. —Idiom. 7. on the pad, 
Slang. (of a police officer) receiving bribes, esp. on a reg- 
ular basis. 

pad? (pad) /pæd/ n., v., pad-ded, pad-ding. —n. [count] 
1. a dull, soft sound: the pad of our daughter's little feet 
as she carne into the room. —v. [no obj] 2. to travel on 
foot; walk: He padded off into the distance. 3. to walk so 
that one’s footsteps make a dull, soft sound: He padded 
softly behind her. 

pad-ding (pad/ing) /pxdin/ n. (noncount] 1. material, 
as cotton or straw, used to pad something. 2. something 
added but not needed. 

pad-die (pad/|) /‘pxdl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
1. a short, flat-bladed oar for moving and steering a ca- 
noe or small boat. 2. any similar item used for mixing, 
stirring, Or beating. 3. a racket with a short handle and a 
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wide, rounded front surface, used in table tennis, etc. 4. 
a blade or part of a wheel moved by the action of water 
rushing past it, or by an engine that pushes it through 
water: a paddle wheel boat. —v. 5. to (cause to) move in 
a canoe or the like by using a paddle: [no obj]: paddled 
across the lake in the canoe. [~ + obj): He paddled the 
canoe across the lake. 6.{~ + obj] to spank with or as if 
with a paddle: threatened to paddle the naughty child. 
—pad/dler, n. [court] 

pad/dle wheel’, n. [count] a wheel for moving a ship 
through the water, having a number of paddles entering 
the water at right angles and pushing the ship. 

pad-dock (pad/ak) /'pædək/ n. [count] 1. a small field, 
closed off with a fence, near a barn, used for letting ani- 
mals out to pasture or to exercise. 2. the closed area in 
which horses are saddled and mounted before a race. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to confine in a paddock. 

pad-dy (pad/é) /'pædiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. a rice field. 

pad/dy wag/on, n. [count] an enclosed truck or van 
used by the police to carry prisoners. 

pad-lock (pad/lok’) /‘pxd,lok/ n. [connut] 1. a small lock 
made of a U-shaped bar that can be opened and swung 
away. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to fasten with or as if with a pad- 
lock: Tle file cabinet was padlocked. 

pa-dre (pa/dra, -dré) /‘padrey, -driy/ n. [count], pl. 
-dres. a priest or clergyman. 

pae-an (pé/an) /'piyan/ n. [count] a song of praise, joy, 
thanksgiving, or triumph. 

pa-gan (pa/’gen) /‘peygan/ n. (count) 1. one of a people 
or community following a polytheistic religion, as the an- 
cient Greeks. 2. one who is not a believer in one of the 
monotheistic religions. 3. one who is not religious, esp. 
a hedonist or sensualist. —adj. 4. of or relating to pa- 
gans or their religion: pagan rituals and sacrifices. 5. not 
religious. —pa/’gan-ism, n. [noucount) 

page’ (paj) /peyd3/ n., v., paged, paging. —n. [count] 
1. one side, or both sides, of a sheet of something 
printed or written, as a book or letter: How many pages 
are there in this book? 2. an important event or period: 
a bright page in English history. 3. a block of computer 
memory up to 4,096 bytes long. —v. 4. page through, 
[~ + through + obj] to turn pages of (a book). 

page? (paj) /peyd3/ n., v, paged, paging. —n. [count] 
1. a boy servant or attendant. 2. an employee who car- 
ries messages, etc., as in a legislature. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to summon (a person) by calling out his or her name, as 
over a public-address system: He must be somewhere at 
the airport; let's see if we can page liini. 4. to summon 
or alert by electronic pager: The doctor was paged re- 
peatedly. 

pag-eant (paj/ant) /‘ped3ant/ n. [count] 1. a parade in 
which the participants wear fancy, decorative costumes. 
2. a show that portrays scenes about the history of a 
place, institution, etc.: a medieval pageant. 3. a show or 
exhibition: a beauty pageant. 

pageantry (pajfon tré) /‘pad3ontriy/ n. [noncounnt] 
spectacular display; a show of grandness and splendor: 
the pageantry of the Olyrnpics. 

page’ print/er, n. (count) a high-speed computer 
printer that uses a laser beam to print a full page of text 
at a time. 

pag-er (pa/jar) /‘peyd3ar/ n. [count] a pocket-sized elec- 
tronic device that notifies the person carrying it of tele- 
phone calls. 

pag-i-na-tion (paj/a na/shen) /,pwd3o'neyfon/ n. [non- 
count) the act or an arrangement of numbering pages. 
pa-go-da (pa gd/da) /pa'gowda/ n. (count), pl. -das. a 
temple or sacred building of the Far East, usually a tower 
having an upward-curving roof over each story. 

paid (pad) /peyd/ v. a pt. and pp. of pay’. 

pail (pal) /peyl/ u. (count) 1. a container with a handle; 
bucket. 2. the amount filling a pail: dumping pails of wa- 
ter on ther. —pail/ful/, n. [connut], pl. -fuls. 

pain (pan) /peyn/ m. 1. (moncourt) physical suffering; 
great discomfort: maintained that pain existed only in the 
iniud, 2. [count] an instance of such suffering: a back 
pain. 3. [uouncount) severe mental or emotional distress: 
the pain of loneliness. 4. pains, [plural] a. great Care: 
Take paius with your work. b. the contractions in the 
uterus during childbirth. 5. [count] Also called pain in 
the neck. an annoying person or thing: She can be a 
real pain (in the neck), always bothering people with her 
problenis. —v. 6. to cause pain to: [~ + obj] Your dis- 
honesty pained mie. [It + ~ + obj + to + verb); It pains 
me to tell you this, but you're wroug. —Idiom. 7. go to 
great pains, [~ + to + verb] to make a great effort to 
do something: tle wert to great paius to avoid the draft. 
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8. on or under pain of, resulting in; risking: You cant 
bring whiskey into that country on pain of death. 

pain-ful (pan/fel) /‘peynfal/ adj. 1. causing or character- 
ized by pain: a painful wound. 2. difficult to endure; ago- 
nizing: a painful life. —pain/fulely, adv. 

pain-kill-er (pan/kil’ar) /'peyn,kilor/ n. [count] some- 
thing, as a drug or treatment, that relieves pain: Some 
narcotic drugs are painkillers. —pain/kill/ing, adj. 

pain-less (pan/las) /‘peynlas/ adj. 1. not causing or in- 
volving pain: wanted to die a painless death. 2. simple; 
not demanding effort: a painless way of learning a lan- 
guage. —pain/lesssly, adv. 

pains-tak-ing (panz/ta’king, pan/sta’-) /‘peynz,teykin, 
'peyn,stey-/ adj. taking pains; showing great care and ef- 
fort; careful: a painstaking craftsman. —pains/tak’- 
ingly, adv.: He had painstakingly gone through every 
word in the dictionary. 

paint (pant) /peynt/ n. 1. a liquid substance made of 
solid coloring matter and applied to a surface for protec- 
tion or decoration: [noncount)}: two gallons of paint. 
[count]: He used both latex and oil-based paints in his 
apartment. 2. [noncount] this substance when it has 
dried on a surface: peeling, flaking paint. -—v. 3. to coat, 
cover, or decorate with paint: [~ + obj]: She paints 
houses for a living. [no obj]: They painted all day. 4. to 
produce (a picture, etc.) in paint: [~ + obj]: The artist 
painted a beautiful landscape. (no obj]: The child likes to 
paint. 5. [~ + obj] to represent in paint: fo paint a sun- 
set. 6. [~ + obj + as + obj] to describe vividly in 
words: The ads painted the resort as a paradise. 7. {~ + 
obj] to coat or brush, as with a liquid medicine or a Cos- 
metic: painted her fingernails bright purple. ——Idiom. 
8. paint the town (red), to go out and celebrate, esp. 
without restraint: She promised him that on the night she 
finished the book they would paint the town red. 

paint-brush (pant/brush’) /'peynt,braf/ n. [count] a 
brush for applying paint. 

paint-er (pan/tar) /'peyntər/ n. [count] 1. one who 
paints pictures: That painter does landscapes. 2. one 
who paints houses, rooms, etc.: The painters came and 
redid the walls. 

Paint-ing (pan/ting) /‘peyntin/ n. 1. (count) a picture, 
design, or piece of art done in paints: His best paintings 
hung in the National Museum. 2. [noncount) the act, art, 
or work of one who paints pictures: Painting did not bring 
in a lot of money for him. 3. [noricount) the act or work 
of one who paints houses, rooms, etc. 

Pair (par) /peor/ n., pl. pairs, pair, v., paired, pair-ing. 
—n. {count] 1. two things that are the same or similar, 
that correspond to each other, or that are matched to- 
gether: a pair of matching bookends. 2. something 
made of two parts joined together: a pair of scissors. 3. 
two similar or associated individuals: a pair of oxen. 4. a 
married, engaged, or dating couple: the happy pair. 5. 
two playing cards having the same number or same 
level, but not the same suit: a pair of jacks and another 
pair of eights. —v. 6. to arrange or group in pairs or 
groups of two: [~ + obj]: to pair socks. [~ + off + obj]: 
The teacher paired off each student with a partner. (~ + 
obj + off}: The teacher paired them off. {no obj; ~ + 
off: to pair off for a dance. 7. pair up, to unite in a close 
relationship with another, as in a business partnership or 
marriage: [no obj): If they paired up they would make a 
powerful team. [~ + obj + up): If we could pair them up 
they would make a strong team. [~ + up + obj): Pair up 
the two of them. See -PaR-. ——Usage. See COUPLE. 

pais-ley (paz/lé) /'peyzliy/ n. (noncount] 1. a pattern of 
colorful, very detailed, usually curving figures. —-adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 2. having the pattern of paisley. 

pa-jasmas (pə jä/məz, -jam/az) /pa'd3amaz, -'d3a@moz/ 
n. [plural] clothing worn for sleeping, made of loose- 
fitting trousers and a top: These pajamas don't fit. Also, 
esp. Brit., pyjamas. 

Pa-ki-sta-ni (pak’a stan/é, pä/kə stä/nē) /,pekoa'steniy, 
paka'staniy/ n. [count], pi. -nis, -ni. 1. a person born or 
living in Pakistan. —adj. 2. of or relating to Pakistan. 

pal (pal) /pæl/ n., v, palled, pal-ling. /formal. —n. 
[count] 1. a close friend; comrade; chum: His pal would 
always come to his rescue. —v. [no Obj] 2. to do some- 
thing together as friends: They were always palling 
arourid. 

pal-ace (palis) /‘palis/ n. [count] 1. the place that is the 
official home of a king, queen, or other high-ranking per- 
son: the marble steps of the royal palace. 2. a luxurious 
mansion: Their home was a palace, stretching for what 
seemed like miles. 

palace guard’, r. [count] 1. the guard protecting a 
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palace. 2. a group of trusted advisers of a head of state: 
We can't get through his palace guard to alert liiin of the 
danger. 

pal-at-a-ble (pal/ə tə bəl) /‘pwxlatabal/ adj. 1. acceptable 
or agreeable to the taste: Ethiopian food is quite palata- 
ble. 2. agreeable to the mind or feelings: Is the revised 
plan more palatable to the chief? 

palate (palit) /‘pwlit/ n. [count] 1. the inside top part, 
or roof, of the mouth in mammals: He got peanut butter 
stuck on his palate. 2. the sense of taste: a dinner to de- 
light the palate. 

pa-lastial (pə la/shal) /pə'leyfəl/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or resembling a palace: a palatial house. 2. suitable for a 
palace; magnificent. 

pa-rlav-er (pa lav/ər, -lä/vər) /pa'levor, -'lavər/ n. 1. 
[noncount] meaningless talk; chatter. 2. [count] a con- 
ference: The explorers arranged for a palaver with the 
chief of the village. —v. [no obj] 3. to talk a great deal 
about meaningless things. 4. to confer or meet with 
someone. 

pale’ (pal) /pcyl/ adj., paler, pal-est, v., paled, paling. 
—adj. 1. lacking strong or natural color; colorless or 
whitish: a pale complexion. 2. of a color that is near to 
white or gray: pale yellow. 3. not bright or brilliant; dim: 
the pale moon. —v. [no obj) 4. to become pale: to pale 
at the sight of blood. 5. to become or seem less impor- 
tant: My problems with my children pale in comparison 
to hers. —pale’ness, n. [noncount] 

pale? (pal) /peyl/ n. 1. a stake or picket, as of a fence. 2. 
limits; bounds: outside the pale of my jurisdiction. 
—Idiom. 3. beyond the pale, beyond the limits of 
proper behavior, courtesy, etc.: Holding children hostage 
for politicat purposes is behavior beyond the pale. 

pale-face (pal/fas’) /‘pcyl,fcys/ n. [count] Slang (some- 
times offensive). a white person, esp. as distinct from a 
North American Indian. 

pa-le-on-tol-o-gy (pa/lé an tol’a jé) /,peyliyan'tolod3iy/ 
n. [(nonconnt] the science that deals with the forms of life 
existing long ago, as represented by their fossils. —pa/- 
le-on-tol/o-gist, n. [count] 

palette (pal/it) /'pælt/ n. [count] 1. a thin board or 
tablet used by painters for holding and mixing colors. 2. 
the set of colors on such a board. 3. the variety of tech- 
niques of an art: a composer's rmisical palette. 

pal-iemoeny (pal/a md/né) /'pxla,mowniy/ n. [noncount] 
a form of alimony awarded to one member of an unmar- 
ried couple who separated after a period of living to- 
gether. 

pal-inedrome (pal/in drom/’) /‘pxlin,drowm/ n. [count] a 
word, line, verse, number, etc., reading the same back- 
ward and forward, as Madam, I'm Adain. See -DROM-. 

pal-i-sade (pal/ə sad’) /,pwzla'scyd/ n. [count] 1. a fence 
or stakes set firmly in the ground to defend an area. 2. 
palisades, [plural a line of cliffs. 

pall’ (pôl) /pol/ n. (count) 1. [usually singular] something 
that covers over, esp. with darkness: A pall of smoke 
hung over the site of the explosion. 2. [usually singular] 
a feeling of gloom, sadness, mystery, etc., that seems to 
spread over a group of people: A deep pall of gloom 
hung over the room when we heard the news of the elec- 
tion. 3. a cloth for spreading over a coffin or tomb. 4. a 
coffin. 

pall? (pôl) /pol/ v. [no obj) to cause tiredness or weari- 
ness; to become dull or uninteresting: The pleasures of 
that nightchib began to pall after a few months. 

pall-bear-er (pôl/bâr/ər) /pol,bearar/ n. [count] one of 
several persons who carry or walk near the coffin during 
a procession at a funeral. 

pal-let! (pait) /'pælit/ n. [count] 1. a mattress of straw. 
2. a small bed. 

pal-let? (palit) /‘pwlit/ n. [count] 1. a small, low, flat 
platform on which goods are placed for storage or mov- 
ing: The workers loaded the pallets into the warehouse. 
2. a painter's palette. 

pal-lisate (palē at’) /'pawliy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. to relieve (pain, etc.) without curing; alleviate: 
to palliate a chronic disease. 2. to try to make (a wrong 
act or an offense) seem less serious by giving excuses, 
etc.: to palliate his crime by claiming it was necessary in 
order to feed Ins family. —palelicaction (pal’e a/shan) 
/ pxliy'eyfan/ n. [noncount) 

palliative (pal’é a’tiv, -€ ə tiv) /‘paliy,cytiv, -iyativ/ 
adj. of or relating to palliation: palliative measures. 
pal-lid (pal/id) /'pwlid/ adj. 1. pale; faint or lacking in 
color; wan: a pallid face. 2. lacking in liveliness or inter- 
est: a pallid performance by the exhausted cast. 
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pal-lor (pal/ar) /’pielor/ n. [noncount] paleness in a per- 
son's face, as from fear, ill health, or death. 

palm’ (pam) /pam/ n. [count] 1. the part of the inner 
surface of the hand that reaches from the wrist to the ba- 
ses of the fingers. 2. the corresponding part of an ani- 
mal. 3. the part of a glove covering this part of the hand. 
—v. 4. [~ + obj] to hide in the palm, as in doing a 
magic trick: The magician palmed the quarter and then 
made it “appear” in your ear. 5. [~ + obj] to pick up 
(something) in the hand without others noticing: The 
crook managed to palin a few rings from the display 
area. 6. palm off, to sell (something) to someone by 
falsely describing it as something that it is not: [~ + off 
+ obj + on + obj): to palin off the stolen jewels on 
tourists. [~ + off + obj): He palrned off the cheap jew- 
elry as twenty-four carat gold. [~ + obj + off}: He 
palined the cheap jewelry off as gemiine. 

palm? (pdm) /poam/ n. [count] 1. a tall tree without 
branches, with a mass of leaves at the top: palms waving 
gently in the Indian Ocean breeze. 2. a leaf of such a 
tree, once carried as a sign of victory. 

palm-is-try (pä/mə stré) /‘pamostriy/ n. [noncount] the 
practice of claiming to know one’s future or character by 
examining the lines on the palm of one’s hand. —palm- 
ist (pa/mist) /‘pamuist/ n. [count] 

pal-o-mi-no (pal/a mé/nd) /,pxlo'miynow/ n. [count], pl. 
-nos. a horse with a golden coat and a white mane and 
tail. 

pal-pa-ble (pal/pə bal) /‘pxlpabal/ adj. 1. plainly seen 
or felt; obvious: Her disgust was palpable when her for- 
mer boyfriend walked in. 2. capable of being touched or 
felt; tangible: could sense a palpable presence in the 
spooky, dark hotel room. —pal/pa-bly, adv.: a story 
that was palpably untnie. 

pal-pate (pal’pat) /'pælpeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -pat-ed, -pat- 
ing. to examine by touch, esp. for the purpose of seeing 
if there is disease or illness: The doctor palpated my 
Stomach to see if the tumor had grown. —pal-pa-tion 
(pal pa’shon) /pxl'peyfan/ n. [noncount] 

pal-pi-tate (pal/pi tat’) /‘palpi,tcyt/ v., -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 
1. to (cause to) beat very fast, as the heart; flutter: [no 
obj): His heart palpitated madly when he realized he had 
forgotten his speech. [~ + obj): drugs that palpitate the 
heart. 2. [no obj) to tremble; quiver; throb. —pal-pi-ta- 
tion (palpi tā/shən) /,pelpi'teyfan/ n. (count): palpita- 
tions of the heart. [noncount): The drug causes palpita- 
tion. 

palsy (pdl’zé) /'polziy/ n., pl. -sies, v., -sied, -sy-ing. 
—n. 1. paralysis or trembling of the muscles: [noncount): 
suffering from palsy. [count]: several different palsies. 
—v. [~ + obj) 2. to paralyze. —pal/sied, adj.: palsied 
hands. See -tyYs-. 

pal-try (pdl/tré) /'poltriy/ adj., -tri-er, -trivest. 1. ridicu- 
lously or insultingly small: a paltry wage. 2. completely 
worthless: paltry clothes. —pal/tri-ness, n. [noncount) 

pam-pas (pam/paz; before a noun: pam/pas) /'pæmpəz; 
before a noun: 'pempods/ n. [plural], sing. -pa. the wide, 
large, grassy plains of S South America, esp. in Argen- 
tina. 

pam:-per (pam/por) /‘peempor/ v. [~ + obj] to treat with 
too much kindness or care: to pamper a child. 

pam-phlet (pam/flit) /‘pwmflit/ n. [count] a short, small 
publication, usually containing factual information or 
dealing with an important, current, or controversial topic 
or subject. —pam-phlet-eer (pam/fli tér’) /,pamfli'tiar/ 
n. [count] 

pan’ (pan) /pæn/ n., v., panned, panning. —n. [count] 
l. a wide or broad, usually shallow metal container used 
for frying, baking, washing, etc.: a frying pan. 2. a similar 
container or part, as one of the scales of a balance: In 
one pan he placed the weight and in the other he meas- 
ured out a kilo of flour, 3. a container in which gold is 
separated from gravel by shaking, stirring, or moving 
through water. —v. 4. [~ + obj] Infortnal. to criticize 
harshly, as in a review: The critics panned the new play. 
5. to wash (gravel, etc.) in a pan to separate gold: [no 
obj): The prospectors were panning for gold in the 
stream. [~ + obj): to pan the gravel near Sutter's Mill. 6. 
pan out, [no obj) Informal. to have an end or outcome, 
esp. a successful one: Things did not pan out well at his 
new job when he lost the report. 

pan’ (pan) /pæn/ v., panned, pan-ning, n. —v. 1. to 
move a camera from one side to another to follow a 
moving subject or keep a wide scene in view: [no obj): 
The camera operator panned from one end of the field 
to the other. (~ + obj): She panned the camera to the 
left. 2. [no obj) (of a camera) to be moved in such a 
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manner: The camera panned back to show the captain 
and his men surrounded by enemy soldiers. —n. [count] 
3. the act of panning a camera. 

pan-, prefix. pan- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “all.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
PANORAMA; PANTHEISM. It is also used esp. in terms that 
imply or suggest the union of all branches of a group: 
Pan-Arnerican; Pan- + hellenic (Greek) ~ Panhellenic (= 
all Greeks united in one group); Pan-Slavism (= all the 
people of Slavic background united). 

pan-a-ceea (pan/a sé/a) /,pxna'siyo/ n. [count], pl. -ces 
as. 1. something that can cure all ills; a cure-all. 2. a so- 
lution for all difficulties. —pan/a-ce/an, adj. 

panache (pə nash’, -nash’) /po'næf, -'naf/ n. [non- 
count] a grand, somewhat showy manner: doffed his hat 
with panache. 

Pan-a-ma hat (pan’a ma) /‘penoma/ n. [count] Also, 
Pan/a-ma. a hat made of finely folded young leaves of a 
palmlike plant of Central America. 

Pan-asmasnieran (pan’a ma/né an) /,pxno'mcyniyon/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to Panama. —n. [count] 2. a person 
born or living in Panama. 

Pan-A-mer-iccan (pan’a mer/i kan) /,pano'merikon/ 
adj. of, relating to, or representing all the countries or 
people of North, Central, and South America. 

pan-cake (pan/kak’) /'pwn,keyk/ n, v., -caked, -cak- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a thin, flat cake of flour, eggs, and 
milk, fried on both sides in a frying pan; a griddlecake or 
flapjack. —v. 2. (of an airplane) to (cause to) drop flat to 
the ground after leveling off a few feet above it: [no obj]: 
The plane pancaked down the runway. [~ + obj): The 
pilot pancaked his airplane. 3. [~ + obj) Informal. to 
flatten, esp. as the result of an accident: pancaked the 
car into an oncorning trick. 

pan-chro-mat-ic (pan/krō matik, -krə-) / pænk- 
row'maætıik, -krə-/ adj. (of photographic film) sensitive to 
all visible colors. See -CHROM-. 

pan-cre-as (pan/kré as, pang/-) /‘pankriyas, 'pæp-/ n. 
[count] a large gland located near the stomach, which 
releases digestive enzymes into the intestine and insulin 
into the bloodstream. —pan-cresat-ic (pan/’kré at/ik) 
/ pænkriy'ætık/ adj. 

-pand-, root. -pand- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “spread; get larger.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: EXPAND, EXPANSE, EXPANSION, EXPANSIVE. 

pan-da (pan/da) /'pændə/ n. [count], pl. -das. a white- 
and-black bearlike mammal. 

pan-dem-ic (pan dem/ik) /pwn'demik/ adj. 1. (of a dis- 
ease) having spread among humans throughout an en- 
tire country or continent or the whole world. —n. [count] 
2. a pandemic disease. 

pan-de-morni-um (pan’da mo/né am) 
/penda'mowniyom/ n. [noncount] 1. wild or noisy up- 
roar or disorder: Pandemonium erupted in the hall after 
her racist rernarks. 2. a place or scene of complete 
chaos, uproar, or disorder: The room was panderno- 
niun. 

pan-der (pan/dar) /'pændər/ n. [count] Also, pan/der-er. 
1. one who finds clients for a prostitute; pimp; procurer. 
2. one who appeals to or profits from the weaknesses of 
others. —v. 3. pander to, [~ + to + obj) to provide or 
furnish (a person or people) with something that satisfies 
their low desires or that appeals to their prejudices or 
fears: Those newspapers pander to the public's lowest 
desires: greed and sex. 

P. and L. or p. and l., an abbreviation of: profit and 
loss. 

pane (pan) /peyn/ n. [count] one of the divisions of a 
window, made of a single plate of glass in a frame. 

pan-e-gyr-ic (pan‘i jir/ik, -ji7rik) /pani'd3ink, -'d3ayrik/ 
m. 1. [count] a formal, elaborate speech or writing that 
praises a person or thing; a eulogy. 2. [noncount] formal 
or elaborate praise. 

panel (pan/l) /‘pwnl/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling. —v. [count] 1. a section or part of a wall, 
etc., esp. one sunk below or raised above the surface. 2. 
a thin, flat piece of wood or the like, as a large piece of 
plywood: rnounted panels on the wall to reduce noise. 3. 
a group conducting a public discussion, judging a con- 
test, etc.: a panel of experts. 4. (a list of) people sum- 
moned for service as jurors. 5. a surface on a machine 
on which dials and controls are mounted: The control 
panel on that new car looks like one for a spaceship. 
—v. [~ + obj) ©. to arrange in (a wall, etc.) with a panel 
or panels. 
pan-el-ing (pan/l ing) /pænhp/ n. (noncount) 1. panels 
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of wood, thought of as a group or put on a wall. 2. mate- 
rial made into panels. Also, esp. Brit., pan/el-ling. 

panel-ist (pan/l ist) /‘paniist/ n. [count] a member of a 
panel. 

pan/el truck’, n. [count] a small truck having a long, 
fully closed body. 

pang (pang) /pæņn/ n. [count] 1. a sudden feeling of dis- 
tress in the mind or in the feelings: a pang of guilt. 2. a 
sudden, brief, and sharp pain: the pangs of childbirth. 

pan-han-dle! (pan/han/dl) /‘pxn,handl/ n. [count] 1. 
the handle of a pan. 2. a long, narrow strip of land that 
sticks out from a larger territory: the Texas panhandle. 

pan-han-dle? (pan/han/dl) /'‘pan,hendl/ v., -dled, -dling. 
to approach people passing by on the street and beg 
(something) from (them): [no obj): panhandling on the 
streets. [~ + obj]: panhandling the businessmen, pan- 
handled a few dollars. —pan/han/dler, n. [count] 

panic (pan/ik) /‘pxnik/ n., adj., v., -icked, -ick-ing. —n. 
1. [moncount] a sudden, great fear: Panic seized the 
demonstrators when the police attacked. 2. (count) an 
instance, outbreak, or period of such fear: A sudden 
panic seized him. 3. [count] a sudden widespread fear 
that the economy is in trouble, causing stock values to 
fall and some banks to fail. 4. (count; usually singular; 
usually: a + ~) Informal. someone or something consid- 
ered very funny: That new show is a panic; we were gasp- 
ing from laughing so hard. —adj. (before a noun) 5. of, 
relating to, or caused by panic: panic selling of stocks. 
—yv. 6. to (cause to) have a feeling of panic: [no obj): He 
panicked at the thought of asking her for a date. [~ + 
obj): Something must have panicked the burglars, be- 
cause they dropped the loot and ran. —pan/ick-y, adj. 
pan-nier or panier (pan/yar, -€ ar) /'pænyər, -iyor/ n. 
[count] 1. a basket for carrying supplies, etc. 2. one ofa 
pair of baskets to be slung across the back of a pack ani- 
mal, a bicycle, etc. 

pan-orply (pan/a plé) /'pænopliy/ n. [count], pl. -plies. a 
large, magnificent, impressive arrangement, collection, 
or display. 

panorama (pan/a ram/a, -rä/mə) /ipænə'ræmə, 
-'ramə/ n. [count], pl. -rameas. 1. a wide view of a large 
area. 2. a large picture display of a landscape or other 
scene, often shown one part at a time before spectators. 
3. a continuous unfolding of events: the panorama of 
Chinese history. —pan-eorrameic (pan’a ram/ik) 
/,pano'raemik/ adj. 

pan-sy (pan/zé) /'pænziy/ n. [count], pl. -sies. 1. a violet 
grown in many kinds, having flowers in many different, 
rich colors. 2. Slang (disparaging and offensive). a. a 
male homosexual. b. an effeminate man. 

pant’ (pant) /pænt/ v. 1. [no obj] to breathe hard and 
quickly, as after hard work: He ran up seven flights of 
stairs, panting and gasping for air. 2. (used with quota- 
tions] to breathe or say rapidly or with gasps: “Look ont,” 
she panted, “he’s after us.” 3. [no obj) to wish for or de- 
sire with strong eagerness; yearn: to pant for revenge. 
—n. [count] 4. a short, quick effort to breathe; gasp. 
pant? (pant) /pænt/ adj. [before a noun) of or relating to 
pants: a pant leg; pant cuffs. 

pan-ta-loons (pan/tl 60nz’) /,pantl'uwnz/ n. [plura a 
man’s close-fitting garment for the hips and legs, worn 
esp. in the 19th century. 

pan-the-ism (pan/thé iz/am) /‘pexnOiy,izom/ n. [non- 
count] any religious belief or position in philosophy that 
claims that God is part of or inside of the universe. 
—pan/the-ist, n. [count] —pan/the-is/tic, pan’the-is/- 
tical, adj. 

pan-the-on (pan/thé on’, -an) /'pxnOiy,on, -ən/ n. 
[count] 1. a public building containing tombs or memori- 
als of the famous dead people of a nation. 2. the heroes 
or idols of any group, movement, etc., thought of as a 
group or collection: had earned her place in the pan- 
theon of American literature. 3. all the gods of a particu- 
lar mythology, thought of as a group. See -THEO-. 
pan-ther (pan/thar) /‘pwxnQor/ n., pl. -thers, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ther. 1. the cougar. 2. the leop- 
ard. 

pant-ies (pan/téz) /‘pwntiyz/ n. [plural short under- 
pants for women and children: Her panties were lacy, 
frilly things. See illustration at CLOTHING. Often, pantie, 
panty [count]: She rewashed one panty and rinsed the 
others. 

pan-to-mime (pan/ta min’) /‘panto,maym/ n., v., 
-mimed, -mim-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the art of convey- 
ing actions and thoughts by movements without speech. 
2. [count] a play or entertainment in which the perform- 
ers express themselves by gesture alone. —v. 3. to re- 


535 


present or express in pantomime: [~ + obj): He panto- 
mimed hunger by mbbing his belly and groaning. {no 
obj): He pantomimed by rubbing his stomach and groan- 
ing. —pan-to-mimeist (pan/ta mi/mist) /'panto,maymist/ 
n. [count] 

pan-try (pan/tre) /'pæntriy/ n. [count], pl. -tries. a small 
room near a kitchen, in which food, dishes, etc., are 
kept. 

pants (pants) /pænts/ n. [plural] 1. trousers: His pants 
were too short. See illustration at ctotHiING. 2. under- 
pants, esp. for women and children; panties. 3. Brit. 
men’s underpants, esp. long drawers. —Idiom. 4. 
wear the pants, to have the dominant role: Who wears 
the pants in that family, the husband or wife? 

pant-suit (pant/soot’) /'‘pwnt,suwt/ also pants suit, n. 
[count] a woman's suit consisting of trousers and a 
matching jacket. 

pant-y-hose (pan/té hdz’) /‘pentiy,howz/ n. (plural; 
used with a plural verb] a one-piece, skintight piece of 
clothing worn by women, combining panties and stock- 
ings: Her pantyhose were too tight. 

pant-y-waist (pan/té wast’) /'pæntiy,weyst/ n. [count] 
Informal. an effeminate man; sissy. 

Pap (pap) /pxp/ n. [noncount] 1. soft food for infants or 
sick people. 2. ideas, writings, etc., having no real con- 
tent, worth, or value: The book was fult of pap. 

pa-pa (pä/pə, pa pa’) /'papə, pa'pa/ n. [count], pl. -pas. 
Informal. father. 

Papacy (pa/pa sē) /'peypəsiy/ n. [count], pl. -cies. 1. 
the office, position, power, or rank of the pope. 2. the 
period during which a certain pope is in office. 

papal (pā/pəl) /'peypol/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or 
relating to the pope or the papacy. 2. of or relating to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Pa-Pparya (pə pa/ya) /po'payd/ n., pl. -yas. 1. [count] a 
small tropical American tree, bearing a yellow, melonlike 
fruit. 2. the fruit itself: [count]: Several papayas fell from 
the tree. [noncount]: Papaya is sweet when ripe. 

Pa-per (pa/par) /'peypor/ n. 1. [noncount] a substance 
made from wood pulp, rags, or other fiber, used to write 
or print on, for wrapping, etc.: a few sheets of paper; 
wrapping paper. 2. [count] a piece, sheet, or leaf of this: 
a few papers lying on the floor. 3. [count] a written or 
printed document or the like: He went through the 
papers on his desk. 4. [count] a newspaper or journal: 
the tabloid papers. 5. [count] an essay, article, or schol- 
arly piece of writing, usually intended to be published. 6. 
[count] a written piece of schoolwork, as a composition 
or report: The sixth-grade class had to do a paper on a 
science project. 7. Often, papers. [phira a document 
establishing a person's identity, status, or the like: citi- 
Zensinp papers. 8. [noncount] money in the form of bills. 
9. [noncount] wallpaper. —v. [~ + obf) 10. to cover with 
wallpaper: They papered the walls with a beautiful pat- 
tern. 11. to line or cover with paper: to paper the 
shelves. 12. paper over, to conceal or cover up (disa- 
greement, trouble, etc.), esp. to keep up a false appear- 
ance of agreement: [~ + over + obj): tried to paper 
over their marital problems for the children's sake. [~ + 
obj + over): The conflict is obvious now; you can't paper 
it over anymore. —adj. (before a noun] 13. made of pa- 
per: a paper bag. 14. existing on paper only; claimed to 
exist (as on official documents) but not real: the compa- 
nys paper profits. —-Idiom. 15. on paper, a. in written 
or printed form: Let's get down on paper everything that 
happened. b. claimed to exist but not real; existing in 
theory only: The plan looks good on paper, but will it 
work? —pa/per-er, n. [count] 

pa-per-back (pa/par bak’) /'peypor,bwk/ n. l. a book 
bound in a flexible paper cover: [count]: paperbacks on 
every imaginable topic. [noncount; in + ~): That diction- 
ary is now available in paperback. —adj. [before a noun] 
2. (of a book) bound in a flexible paper cover. 3. of or 
relating to paperbacks: a paperback book club. 

pa-per-board (pa/par bord’, -bdrd’) /'peypor,bord, 
-bowrd/ n. [moncount]) 1. thick, stiff cardboard con- 
posed of layers of paper; pasteboard. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. of, relating to, or made of paperboard. 

pa-per-boy or -girl, (pa’par boi’) or (-girl’) /'peyp- 
or,boy/ or /-,g3rl/ n. [count] a young person who sells 
newspapers on the street or delivers them to homes. 

pa/per clip’, n. [count] a flat clip that holds sheets of 
paper between two loops. 

paper ti’ger, n. [count] a person, nation, etc., that 
has the appearance of power but is actually weak. 

pa/per trail’, n. [count] a written or printed record, as 
of memos, court opinions, etc., esp. when used to in- 
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criminate someone: searching for a paper trait that would 
prove his guilt. 

Ppa-per-weight (pa/par wat’) /‘peypar,weyt/ n. [count] a 
small, heavy object placed on papers to keep them in 
place. 

pa-per-work (pa/par wrk’) /'peypoar,wark/ n. [non- 
count} clerical work not in itself important but still a nec- 
essary part of some job. 

Pa-persy (pd/pa rē) /'peyporiy/ adj. like paper; thin and 
easily broken. 

pa-pier-ma-ché (pa’/par mə sha’, pa pyā/-) /,peypo- 
rma'fey, pa,pyey-/ n. [noncount] 1. moistened paper 
pulp mixed with glue, made into shapes when moist, and 
becoming hard and strong when dry: a box of papier- 
mâché. —adj. [before a noun] 2. made of papier-maché. 

Pa-pist (pa/pist) /‘peypist/ n. [count], adj. Usually Dis- 
Paraging. Roman Catholic. —pa/pism, n. [noncount) 

Pa-poose or pap-poose (pa pods’, pa-) /pwx'puws, pə-/ 
n. [count] a North American Indian baby or young child. 

Pap-rie-ka (pa pré/ka, pa-, pa-, pap/ri ka) /pw'priyka, 
po-, pa-, 'pæpriko/ n. [noncount] a red powder made 
from dried, ripe sweet peppers, used as a spice in cook- 
ing. 

Pap’ (or pap’) test’ (pap) /pæp/ n. [count] a test for 
cancer of the cervix. 

Pa-Py-rus (pa pi/ras) /po'payras/ n., pl. -py-ri (-pi/ri, -ré) 
/-'payray, -riy/ -py-rusees. 1. [noncount] a tall water 
plant, originally from the Nile valley. 2. [noncount] a ma- 
terial on which to write, prepared from thin strips of this 
plant pressed together. 3. [count] a document written on 
this material. 

Par (par) /par/ n, adj, v., parred, parring. —n. 1. 
[count; usually singular; on/at + a + ~] an equality in 
value; a level of equality: The company saw its gains rise 
on a par with losses. 2. [noncount] an average or normal 
amount, degree, etc.: He doesn't look up to par these 
days; maybe he’s tired. 3. [noncount] the number of golf 
strokes set as a standard for a certain hole or a complete 
course. —v. [~ + obj] 4. Golf, to hit the number of 
strokes that equals par on (a hole or course): parred the 
last two holes. —Idiom. 5. par for the course, [be + 
~] exactly what one might expect; typical: His nasty be- 
havior is par for the course in that company. See -par-. 

-Par-, root. -par- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “equal; a piece.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APART, APARTHEID, BIPARTISAN, COMPARABLE, COM- 
PARE, COMPARTMENT, COUNTERPART, DEPART, DEPARTMENT, DE- 
PARTURE, DISPARAGE, IMPART, INCOMPARABLE, PAIR, PAR, PA- 
RENTHESIS, PART, PARTIAL, PARTICIPLE, PARTICLE, PARTICULAR, 
PARTISAN, PARTITION, PARTY, REPARTEE. 

par., an abbreviation of: 1. paragraph. 2. parallel. 3. pa- 
renthesis. 

Para-', prefix. 1. para- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “at or to one side of, beside, side by side.” 
This meaning is found in such words as: PARABOLA; PARA- 
GRAPH. 2. para- is also used to mean “beyond, past, by”: 
PARADOX. 3. para- also has the meaning “abnormal, de- 
fective”: PARANOIA. 4. para- is also attached to names of 
jobs or occupations to mean “ancillary, subsidiary, assist- 
ing.” This meaning is found in such words as: PARALEGAL; 
PARAPROFESSIONAL. Also, esp. before a vowel, par-. 

para-’, prefix. para- is taken from PARACHUTE, and is used 
to form compounds that refer to persons or things that 
use parachutes or that are landed by parachute: para- 
trooper. 

parable (par’a bal) /'pærəbəl/ n. [count] a short story 
that illustrates some truth or lesson. 

pa-rab-o-la (pa rab/a lə) /pə'ræbələ/ n. [count], pl. -las. 
a curve that is the same shape as the path of an object 
thrown into the air and landing in another place. —par- 
a-bol-ic (par’a bol/ik) /,pwra'bolik/ adj. 

par-a-chute (par’a shoot’) /‘pwro,fuwt/ n., v., -chut-ed, 
-chut-ing. —n. [count] 1. a folding, circular, fabric device 
with cords to attach to a person or thing in order to allow 
it to descend slowly from a height, esp. from an aircraft: 
The parachute opened and he drifted slowly down to the 
ground. —v. 2. to (cause or allow to) let drop or land 
(troops, etc.) by parachute: [~ + obj]: to parachute sup- 
plies into the region. {no obj): The wounded pilot para- 
chuted slowly down. —par/a-chut/ist, n. (court) 

pa-rade (pa rad’) /pa'reyd/ n., v., -rad-ed, -rad-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a public procession in honor of an event, per- 
son, etc., or to celebrate something: a parade down Main 
Street. 2. a military ceremony involving the marching of 
troops. 3. a continual passing by, as of people, etc.: the 
parade of the seasons. —v. 4. to (cause to) march in a 
procession: [no obj): The police officers paraded on St. 
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Patricks Day. [~ + obj]: The hostages were paraded 
through the city streets. 5. [~ + obj] to show in an obvi- 
ous way, as to gain attention: paraded her former boy- 
friends in front of him. 6. [no obj] to walk in a public 
place, so as to be noticed: teenagers parading in the 
park. —Idiom. 7. on parade, marching in a parade, as 
at a formal occasion. —parrad/er, n. (count) 

par-a-digm (par’a dim’, -dim) /‘pwro,daym, -dim/ n. 
[count] 1. a set of all the inflected forms of a word based 
on a single stem or root, as boy, boy's, boys, boys’. 2. an 
example serving as a model; pattern: a paradigm of vir- 
tue. —parea-dig-mat-ic (par/a dig mat/ik) /,pær- 
adig'matik/ adj. 

par-a-dise (par/a dis’, -diz’) /‘pwradays, -dayz/ n. 1. 
[proper noun; no article} heaven, the final resting place 
of good people when they die. 2. [count] a place of great 
beauty or happiness: went to an island paradise for our 
vacation. 3. [noncount] a state of supreme happiness: All 
the boys thought a date with her would be paradise. 

par-a-dox (parfa doks’) /‘pwra,doks/ n. [count] 1. a 
seemingly contradictory statement that expresses a pos- 
sible truth. 2. a person or thing that seems to contain 
two parts that are opposite or that cannot both be true, 
but that are true nevertheless: the paradox of American 
society, where enough food is grown to feed the world 
and yet where people still go hungry. —par/a-dox/i-cal, 
adj. —par’a-dox/i-cal-ly, adv. See -00x-. 

par-af-fin (par/a fin) /'pærofin/ n. [noncount) 1. a color- 
less, tasteless, odorless, waxy substance, used esp. in 
candles. 2. Also called par/affin oil’. Brit. KEROSENE. 

paragon (par’a gon’, -gan) /'pwrs,gon, -gon/ n. 
[count] a model or pattern of excellence: a paragon of 
virtue, who was not capable of committing a crime. 

par-aegraph (par/a graf’) /‘pero,gret/ n. [count] a dis- 
tinct portion of written matter that deals with a particular 
idea, usually containing several sentences and beginning 
with a new line that is usually indented. See -GRAPH-. 

Par-a-guay-an (par/a gwi/an, -gwd7-) / pwro'gwayon, 
-‘gwey-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Paraguay. —n. [count] 
2. a person born or living in Paraguay. 

par-a-keet (par/a két’) /'pærə,kiyt/ n. [count] a small- 
to medium-sized parrot having a long tail. 

par-a-le-gal (par/a lē/gəl) /,pwra'liygal/ n. [count] an 
attorney's assistant trained to perform certain legal tasks 
but not licensed to practice law. See -LEG-. 

par-al-lel (par’a lel’, -lal) /‘pwro,lel, -lol/ adj, n. V., 
-leled, -lel-ing or (esp. Brit.) -lelled, -lel-ling, adv. —adj. 
1. (of two or more items) lined up in the same direction, 
never meeting or spreading apart: parallel rows of chairs. 
[be + ~ + to]: The highway was parallel to the old 
country road for a few miles. 2. having the same direc- 
tion, tendency, or course: parallel interests. 3. a. of or 
relating to operations within a computer performed at 
the same time: parallel processing. b. relating to or sup- 
porting the transfer of electronic data by several bits at a 
time: a parallel printer. —n. 4. [count] a parallel line or 
plane. 5. anything parallel or comparable in direction, 
course, nature, or tendency to something else: [count]: 
parallels between human sacrifice and the Christian rite 
of Holy Communion. [noncount}: a case that has no par- 
allel. 6. [count] any of the imaginary lines on the earth's 
surface, parallel to the equator, that mark latitude. 7. 
[noncount) an arrangement of an electrical circuit in 
which all positive terminals are connected to one point 
and all negative ones to another: batteries arranged in 
parallel. —v. [~ + obj) 8. to provide a parallel for; 
match; equal: The rate of inflation paralleled the price of 
oil. 9. to be in a parallel course to: The road parallels the 
river. —adv. 10. in a parallel course or manner: The river 
runs parallel to the main street. —par/al-lel-ism, n. 
[noncount) 

par-al-lel-o-gram (par’a lel’a gram) /,pewro'lels graem/ 
n. [count] a four-sided figure having both pairs of oppo- 
site sides parallel to each other. 

parral-y-sis (po ral/a sis) /pa'rwlasis/ n., pl. -ses (-SézZ7) 
/-,siyz/. 1. [count] a loss of or reduction in the ability to 
move or to feel a sensation in a body part, caused by in- 
jury to or disease of the brain or spinal cord. 2. [non- 
count) a state of helpless inability to act: The department 
drilted in paralysis until new management took over. See 
-LYS-. 

parea-lyt-ic (par’a litik) /pwra'litik/ m. [count] 1. a 
person suffering from paralysis. —adj. 2. affected with 
paralysis; of or relating to paralysis. See -tys-. 
par-a-lyze (par/a liz’) /‘pwra,layz/ v. [~ + obj), -lyzed, 
-lyz-ing. 1. to affect with paralysis: The injury to his 
spine paralyzed him from the waist down. 2. to bring to 
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a condition of helpless inability to act: The strike para- 
lyzed shipping. Also, esp. Brit., par’a-lyse’. —par/a- 
lyz’er, n. [count] —par/a-lyz’/inge-ly, adv. See -LYS-. 

par-asmedsic’ (par’a med/7ik) /,pwro'medik/ n. [count] 
one who is trained to assist a doctor or to give health 
care in the absence of a doctor. 

par-a-med:ic’ (par’7a medik, par’/a = med/-) 
/pwro'medik, 'pxro,med-/ n. [count] 1. a medic in the 
paratroops. 2. a physician who parachutes into remote 
areas to give medical care. 

pa-ram-e-ter (pa rami tar) Ipo'ræmitər/ n. (count) 1. 
Usually, parameters. [plural] limits or boundaries; 
guidelines: Let's try to keep within the parameters of the 
discussion. 2. something that helps one measure or de- 
termine how good, useful, worthwhile, etc., something 
else is; factor: Stock prices during a recession are a use- 
ful parameter for judging long-term Success. See -METER-. 

par-aemil-ictar-y (par’a mili ter’e) /,pwero'mala,terty/ 
adj., n., pl. -tar-ies. —adj. [before a noun] 1. of or relat- 
ing to an organization resembling a regular military 
force: paramilitary uniforms worn by the terrorists. —n. 
[count] 2. Also, par-a-mil-i-ta-rist (par’a mili tər ist) 
/ pwro'militorist/. a person employed in such a force. 

paramount (para mount’) ['pærə,mawnt/ adj. 1. chief 
in importance or effect or impact: a question of para- 
mount importance. 2. above others in rank or authority; 
superior: the pararnount leader. 

paramour (para moor’) l'pærə,mor/ n. [count] a lover 
whom one is not supposed to have: His wife found out 
about his paramour. See -AM-. 

par-a-noiea (par’a noi/ə) /,pæro'noyo/ n. [noncount] l.a 
mental disorder in which the victim believes that actions 
done by others are hostile to him or her. 2. too much 
distrust of others, without reason or cause. 

par-aenoid (par/a noid’) /‘pwra,noyd/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to paranoia. —n. [count] 2. a person suffering from 
paranoia. 

par-a-pet (par’a pit, -pet’) /‘pwropit, -,pet/ n. (count) 1. 
a wall or elevation in a fort, esp. one at the outer edge of 
a rampart. 2. any low protective wall at the edge of a 
balcony, roof, etc. 

par-a-pher-naslia (par/a far nal’ya, -fə nal/-) / per- 
əfər'neylyə, -fa'neyl-/ m. 1. equipment or items neces- 
sary for a particular activity: (plural; used with a plural 
verb): Alt the maps and travel paraphernalia were stored 
in the glove compartment. [noncount,; used with) a singu- 
lar verb): Is all this paraphernalia necessary to take a 
simple picture? 2. (plural; used with a plural verb) per- 
sonal belongings: Their paraphernalia were stored in 
trunks. 

par-a-phrase (par/a fraz’) /‘pwro,freyz/ n., v., -phrased, 
-phras-ing. —n. 1. (count) a restatement of a passage 
giving the meaning in another form, so as to make the 
meaning clear: a paraphrase of an English proverb. —v. 
2. to give the meaning of (something) in a paraphrase: 
[~ + obj]: If | may paraphrase his polite remarks, they 
were, quite simply, an order for you to get out. [no obj): 
If I may paraphrase, we should get out of here as fast as 
possible. 

par-a-ple-gi-a (par/a plé/jé ə, -ja) /pwro'pliyd3iya, 
-d39/ n. [noncount) paralysis of both legs due to spinal 
disease or injury. —par-asple-gic (par’a plē/jik) 
/ pwra'pliyd3tk/ adj., n. [count] 

par-a-pro-fes-sion-al (par’a pra fesh’a nl) /,pærə- 
pro'fefonl/ n. [count] 1. one trained to assist a doctor, 
lawyer, teacher, or other professional. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. of or relating to paraprofessionals. 
par-a-psy-chol-o-gy (para si kol’a je) /,pærəs- 
ay'kolad3iy/ n. [noncount] the branch of psychology that 
studies events or abilities that cannot be proved to exist, 
like clairvoyance and telepathy. —par/a-psy-chol/o-gist, 
n. (count) 

par-assite (par/a sit’) /‘pwro,sayt/ n. [count] 1. a living 
being that lives on or within a different plant or animal, 
from which it obtains nutrients (opposed to host). 2. one 
who receives support from another without giving any- 
thing in return. —pareassit-ic (par/’a sit7ik) /,paera'sitik/ 
adj. 

par-a-sol (par’a sol’, -sol’) /‘pwra,sol, -,sol/ n. [count] a 
lightweight umbrella used by women as a sunshade. 
par-a-troop-er (par/a troop/ar) /'pærə truwpər/ n. 
[count] a member of a military unit who is trained to 
land in combat areas by parachute. 

par-boil (par/boil’) /‘par,boyl/ v. [~ + obj] to boil par- 
tially, esp. before further cooking. 

par-cel (par/sal) /‘pursal/ n., v., -celed, -celsing or (esp. 
Brit.) -celled, -cel-ling, adv. —n. [count] 1. an object 
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wrapped up to form a small bundle; a package: stored 
most of our belongings in parcels. 2. a distinct, continu- 
ous piece of land: a parcel in the backwoods. —v. 3. to 
divide into or give out in portions: [~ + obj]: He par- 
celed the land among his three sons. [~ + ont + obj): 
He parceled out the land atnong his three sons. [~ + 
obj + ont): He parceled the land out. 

par’cel post’, n. [(noncount] 1. (in the U.S. Postal 
Service) parcels weighing one pound or more, sent at 
fourth-class rates. 2. the mait service for delivering such 
parcels. 

parch (parch) /partf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make (some- 
thing) too dry, as heat, sun, and wind do: The hot sun 
soon parched the desert. 2. to make thirsty: That hard 
work in the sun parched us. 

parch-ed (parcht) /partft/ adj. 1. [usually: be + ~ very 
thirsty: / was parched after the race and drank a quart of 
water. 2. made completely dry: the parched desert sand. 

parch-ment (parch’/mant) /'partfmant/ n. 1. [nonconunt) 
the skin of sheep, goats, etc., prepared so as to be writ- 
ten om: scrolls of parchment. 2. [count] something writ- 
ten, as a manuscript, on such material: ancient parch- 
ments with odd syrnbols on thein. 3. [noncount] a kind 
of stiff, off-white paper treated so as to be like this mate- 
rial. 4. [count] a diploma. 

par-don (par/dn) /‘pardn/ n. [count] 1. forgiveness for a 
wrong done to one: / beg your pardon. 2. a legal release 
from the punishment for an unlawful act, given by a gov- 
ernment official: The president issued him a fult and 
complete pardon. —v. [~ + obj] 3. (used without a sub- 
ject as a polite command) to excuse; forgive: Pardon me 
for interfering. 4. to release (a person) from the penalty 
for an untawful act. —interj. 5. (used with a rise in the 
voice at the end, when asking another speaker to repeat 
something): Pardon? | didn't quite catch that. —par/don- 
a-ble, adj. —par’don-er, n. [count] —Syn. See excuse. 

pare (par) /peor/ v. [~ + obj], pared, par-ing. 1. to cut 
off or trim the outer coating or layer of, so as to prepare 
for something: to pare an apple. 2. to reduce or remove 
by or as if by cutting; diminish or decrease gradually: to 
pare (down) expenses. —par/er, n. [count] See -PARE-'. 

-pare-', root. -pare- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “prepare.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: APPARATUS, DISPARATE, PARE, PREPARATION, PREPARE, RAM- 
PART, REPAIR, SEPARATE. 

-pare-’, root. -pare- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to bring forth; breed.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: PARENT, PARTURITION, POSTPARTUM. 

Par-ent (par’ant, par/-) /‘peoront, 'pær-/ n. [count] 1. a 
father Or a mother: a parent's concern for his children. 2. 
any living thing that produces another: The parents of 
the yellow-white corn must have been yellow and white. 
—adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relating to a living thing 
that produces another. 4. of or referring to a corporation 
that owns controlling interests in lesser companies: The 
parent Company was a huge conglomerate. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to be or act as a parent of. —par/ent-hood’, n. 
[noncount]: Parenthood is tough for sixteen-year-old 
mothers. See -PARE-?. 

par-ent-age (par’an tij, par’-) /‘pesrontid3, ‘pwr-/ n. 
[noncount] descent from parents or ancestors. See 
-PARE-’, 

parren-tal (pə ren/tl) /pa'rentl/ adj. [before a noun) of 
or relating to the parent or parents of a child: sorne firm 
parental discipline; parental guidance. See -PaRE-’. 

paren/tal leave’, n. a leave of absence enabling a 
parent to care for a new baby: (noncount): parental leave 
for up to one year. [count]: That company allows only 
one parental leave per farnily. 

pa-ren-the-sis (pa ren/tha sis) /po'renQosis/ n. [count], 
pl. -ses (-séz’) /-,siyz/. 1. either or both of a pair of signs 
() used in writing to mark off an extra remark that inter- 
rupts, explains, or adds to what was said. 2. a word or 
phrase that interrupts, or adds something in this way, 
signaled in speech by intonation and in writing by 
commas, parentheses, or dashes, as Bill Srnith—you've 
met him—is corning tonight. —par-en-thet-ic (par/an- 
thet7ik) /,pwron'Oetik/ par’en-thet/i-cal, adj.: He made 
a parenthetic(al)) remark about how he never rnade good 
speeches, then contimied with his speech. See -PAR-, 
-THES-. 

par-ent-ing (par’an ting, par/-) /‘pesrantin, 'paær-/ n. 
[noncount]) the rearing of children by parents. See 
-PARE-’. 

par ex-cel-lence (par ek/sə läns/, ek’sa lans’) /,par 
ekso'lans, 'eksa,læns/ adj. [after a noun) being an exam- 
ple of excellence; superior: an orator par excellence. 
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par-fait (par fā) /par'fey/ n. [comt] 1. a dessert of 
layered ice cream, fruit, or syrup and whipped cream. 2. 
a frozen dessert of flavored whipped cream or custard. 

Parri-ah (pa rifa) /pa'raya/ n. [count] an outcast; any 
person that is avoided or is not accepted. 

Par-ing (par/ing) /‘peorin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a per- 
son or thing that pares: a drastic paring of the school 
budget. 2. a piece or part pared off: apple parings. 

par-ish (parish) /‘pwrif/ n. [count] 1. a local church and 
the area or neighborhood assigned to it. 2. (in Louisiana) 
a county. 

Parrish-ion-er (pa rish’a nər) /pa'rifanor/ n. [count] 
one of the members or inhabitants of a parish. 

pareiety (pari tē) l'pærtiy/ n. (noncount) 1. equality, as 
in status or character: parity in pay scales. 2. equivalent 
value in the Currency of another country. 3. a system of 
regulating prices of farm products, usually by means of 
government price supports, so as to provide farmers with 
the same purchasing power they had in a specified year. 
4. Computers. (of the total number of bits for each byte) 
the state of being even or odd, used to detect errors in a 
computer system or in data communications. See -PAR-. 

park (park) /park/ n. 1. [count] a public area of land 
having areas or facilities for sports, relaxation, etc. 2. 
[count] a closed area or a stadium used for sports. 3. 
[count] a space where automobiles may be stationed: a 
car park. 4. [noncount) a setting in an automatic trans- 
mission in which the transmission is in neutral and the 
brake is locked: Put the car in park. —v. 5. to leave (a 
vehicle) in a certain place for a period of time: [~ + obj]: 
He parked the car in a tow-away zone. [no obj]: You can 
park over there. 6. [~ + obj] Inforrnal. to put, leave, or 
settle: He parked his bulk on the bar stool. 

par-ka (par/ka) /'parkə/ n. [count], pl. -kas. a hooded 
coat made of materials that protect against very cold 
temperatures. 

park/ing me’ter, n. [count] a mechanical device for 
receiving and registering payment for the length of time 
that a vehicle is to occupy a parking space. 

Par’kin-son’s disease’ (par/kin sanz) /'parkiınsənz/ n. 
[noncount] a disease of the nerves believed to be caused 
by the breakdown of certain brain cells: Parkinson's dis- 
ease involves trernors of the fingers and hands. Also 
called par-kinsson-ism (par/kin sə niz/am) /'parkin- 
so,nizam/. 

Par’kinson’s law’ (or Law’), n. [noncount] any of 
various statements about business and office manage- 
ment expressed in a joking way, as if they were laws of 
physics: An example of Parkinson's law is the statement 
that work expands to fill the tirne allotted for it. 

park-way (park/wa’) /'purk,wey/ n. [count] a wide, 
broad road with a dividing strip or strips planted with 
grass, trees, etc.: Alf the parkways into the city were 
jammed. 

par-lance (par/lans) /‘parlons/ n. [noncount] a manner 
of speaking: In legat parlance, the judge is the adjudica- 
tor. 

par-lay (par/ta, -lé) /‘parley, -liy/ v., -layed, -lay-ing, n., 
pl. -lays. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to gamble (an original 
amount and its winnings) on a later betting event. 2. to 
use (something, as assets) to get a relatively great gain: 
to parlay a tnodest inheritance into a huge fortune. —n. 
[count] 3. a bet of an original sum and its winnings. 

par-ley (par/lé) /‘parliy/ n., pl. -leys, v., -leyed, -ley-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a discussion; conference: a short parley to 
plan strategy. 2. a conference between enemies under a 
truce. —v. [no obj] 3. to hold a conference: They par- 
leyed only three mites froin the war zone. 

par-liaement (par/la mant; sornetirnes parl/ya-) /'parlo- 
mont; sometimes 'parlyə-/ n. 1. (Parliament; proper 
noun] the national law-making body of Great Britain, 
made up of the House of Commons and the House of 
Lords. 2. [sometimnes: Parliament] the national law- 
making body of certain other countries: [proper noun]: 
He reconvened Farliarnent, (count): Partiarnents often 
seem to be very inefficient governing bodies. 

par-liaemen-tar-ican (pärla men târ/ē ən, -mən-) 
/,parlomen'tesriyon, -mon-/ n. [count] an expert in parlia- 
mentary rules and procedures. 

par-liaemen-tarry (pärla men/ta rē, -trē) / par- 
la'mentoriy, -triy/ adj. 1. of or relating to a parliament: 
parliamentary tnaneuvering. 2. of or relating to proce- 
dures of running a meeting: parhamentary procedures of 
nominating, seconding, and rnaking rnotions. 

par-lor (par/lar) /'parlər/ n. [count] 1. a room in a home 
for receiving visitors: a front parlor. 2. a shop or busi- 
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ness establishment: a funeral parlor; a beauty parlor. 
Also, esp. Brit., parlour. 

Par-me-san (par/ma zan’, -zan’, -zan; par/ma zan/, 
-zan’) /‘parma,zan, -zæn, -zən; ,parma'zan, -'zæn/ n. 
[noncount] (sometimes: parmesan] a hard, dry Italian 
cheese made from skim milk, usually grated. Also called 
Par/’mesan cheese’. 

parmigiana (pär/mə zhä/nə, -zhän/, -jä/nə, -jän/) 
/parma'zuna, -'30n, -'d3anə, -'d3un/ also par-mi-gia- 
no (-zha/no, -ja7-) /-'3unow, -'d3u-/ adj. [after a noun] 
cooked with Parmesan cheese: veal parmigiana. 

pa-ro-chi-al (pa rō/kē al) /pa'rowkiyal/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to a parish or parishes. 2. [before a noun) of or re- 
lating to parochial schools. 3. very limited or narrow in 
viewpoint, opinions, scope, or outlook: the teacher's pa- 
rochial attitudes toward foreign students. —pa-ro/chi-al- 
ism, n. [Noncount) See -PAR-. 

paro/chial school’, n. a primary or secondary school 
run by a religious organization: [noncount): He went to 
parochiał school for eight years. [count]: Are there any 
parochial schools in that neighborhood? 

par-o-edy (par’a dē) /'pærədiy/ n., pl. -dies, v., -died, 
-dy-ing. —n. 1. [count] a humorous imitation of a seri- 
ous piece of literature, intended to make fun of such 
writing: a parody of War and Peace. 2. [noncounnt] this 
kind of writing thought of as a style: the role of parody in 
modern literature. 3. [count] any funny imitation, as of a 
person, show, etc., intended to make fun of its target: 
The skit was a parody of a popular TV show. 4. [count] a 
poorly done, weak, worthless, or useless imitation of 
something: The bilt was a parody of an attempt at genu- 
ine reform. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to imitate (a piece of litera- 
ture, an author, etc.) for making fun of something: to 
parody horror novies. 6. to imitate in a weak or useless 
way. See -PAR-. ——Syn. See BURLESQUE. 
pa-role (pa rol’) /pa'rowl/ n., v., -roled, -rol-ing, adj. 
—n. [nonconnt] 1. the release of a person from prison 
before the end of the sentence imposed, with a promise 
or condition that no more crimes will be committed: The 
prisoner was granted parole but had to report to the au- 
thorities every few weeks. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to place or 
release on parole: He was paroled but then later caught 
and convicted for another crine. —adj. (before a noun) 
3. of or relating to parole or parolees: a parole violation. 
parolee (pə rō lē/, -rō/⁄lē) /parow'liy, -'rowliy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ees. one who has been released from prison 
on parole. 
paroxysm (par/ək siz’am) ['pærəksızəm/ n. [count] 1. 
any sudden, violent, or uncontrolled outburst, as of ac- 
tion or emotion: paroxysms of laughter. 2. a severe at- 
tack, or a sudden increase in the intensity, of a disease. 
parquet (par ka’) /pur'key/ n. [noncount] 1. a floor 
made of short strips of wood forming a pattern: a floor of 
parquet. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to construct (a floor) in this 
way. 
par-ri-cide (para sid’) /‘pwra,sayd/ n. 1. [noncounnt] the 
killing of one’s father, mother, or other close relative: 
guilty of parricide. 2. [count] a person who commits such 
an act. —par-ri-cid-al (par’a sid/l) /,pawro'saydl/ adj. See 
-CIDE-. 
par-rot (par‘at) /‘pwrat/ m. [count] 1. a noisy, often 
brightly colored bird, principally of the tropics: Some par- 
rots can imitate human speech. 2. one who, without 
thought or understanding, repeats the words of another. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to repeat without thought or under- 
standing: The students parroted the answers back. 
par-ry (par/é) /'pwriy/ v., -ried, -ry-ing, n., pl. -ries. —v. 
1. to turn aside or push aside (a sword attack, a blow, 
etc.): [~ + obj]: parried the first attack with a quick 
move to the side. [no obj]: As the attacker swung, she 
parried, then sidestepped his charge. 2. to dodge; avoid 
dealing with: {~ + obj]: The senator parried that embar- 
rassing question by raising a similar issue about his Op- 
ponent. (10 Obj): The senator could only parry and try to 
cover 1p. —. [count] 3. an act or instance of parrying: 
thrust and parry. ~- par’river, n. [count] 
parse (pars, parz) /purs, purz/ v. [~ + obj], parsed, 
pars-ing. to analyze (a sentence) in terms of its gram- 
matical parts. See -PAR-. 
par-siemoeni-ous (par/so mō/nē əs) /,parsa'mowniyas/ 
adj. of or relating to parsimony. 
parsimony (par/sa m6/né) /‘pursa,mowniy/ n. [non- 
count} great or extreme unwillingness to spend money; 
frugality; stinginess. 
pars-ley (par/slé) /‘pursliy/ n. (noncount) an herb from 
the Mediterranean, used in cooking as flavoring or deco- 
ration. 
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parsnip (par/snip) /‘pursnip/ n. [count] 1. a plant of the 
parsley family, grown for its white root, which can be 
eaten. 2. the root of this plant. 

par-son (par/san) /‘purson/ n. [count] a member of the 
clergy, esp. a Protestant minister; pastor; rector. 

parsson-age (pär/’sə nij) /‘parsonid3/ n. [count] the 
house or home provided by a parish for its pastor. 

part (pärt) /part/ n. 1. a separate or distinct portion of a 
whole; a piece; constituent: [count]: the rear part of the 
house. (noncount): Part of the problem is your lack of or- 
ganization. 2. [noncount] an essential, necessary, or ba- 
sic quality: A sense of humor is part of a healthy person- 
ality. 3. [count] a portion, piece, or organ of an animal 
body: fearning the names of body parts in English. 4. 
[count] any of a number of quantities or proportions that 
make up a whole: Use three parts olive oil and one part 
wine vinegar. 5. [count] a portion given out; a share: 
This part is mine; you can't have it. 6. [count] either of 
the opposing sides in a contest, contract, etc.: The party 
of the first part —that’s me— promises to pay the party 
of the second part —that’s you— a just and fair price. 7. 
[count] the dividing line formed in separating the hair of 
the head when combing it: His part was crooked. 8. 
[count] a basic piece of a machine or tool, esp. a re- 
placement for the original piece: harder to get parts for 
foreign cars. 9. [count] the written section of a piece of 
music assigned by the composer or arranger to a single 
performer or section of the band, orchestra, or chorus: 
an interesting trombone part in that jazz piece. 10. a 
section or division of a written work: [count]: a history of 
the world in six parts. [noncount; before a number): Part 
} is very interesting, but Part 2 puts me right to sleep. 
11. a person's participation, contribution, or concern in 
something: (noncount): | had no part in hiring her. 
[count; usually singular): Is there a useful part f can play 
in her life? 12. [count] a role in a play or the lines that 
make up the role: That actress is fabulous playing the 
part of Lady Macbeth. —v. 13. to (cause to) be or be- 
come divided into parts; break up: [noncount): Finally 
the storm clouds parted and the sun shone through. [~ 
+ obj): Moses lifted his staff, and God parted the Red 
Sea. 14. to (cause to) go apart from, or leave one an- 
other, as persons: [~ + obj]: till death do us part. [no 
obj): We ought to be able to part as friends. 15. to 
(cause to) break or become torn apart, as a cable: [no 
obj): The cable parted, and the tram slid back down the 
hill. {~ + obj): He parted the cable with his knife. 16. [~ 
+ obj] to comb (the hair) away from a dividing line: He 
parted his hair on the right. 17. part with, [~ + with + 
obj] to give up, hand over, or relinquish: She couldn't 
bear to part with her favorite toy. —adj. (before a noun) 
18. partial; not total or complete: part payment. —adv. 
19. in part; partly: He's part crazy, part mean. — Idiom. 
20. for one’s part, as far as (something) concerns one: 
For my part, you can do whatever you please. 21. in 
part, in some measure or degree: We're tosing money — 
in part because, with our ancient computers, we can't 
stay competitive. 22. on the part of, as done by; by 
(someone): too much rowdiness on the part of the class. 
23. part and parcel, an essential part that must not be 
ignored: Unemployment is part and parcel of the bigger 
problem, a sagging economy. 24. take part, [~ ( + in 
+ obj)] to participate; share or partake: He refused to 
take part in the festivities. 25. take someone's part, to 
support or defend someone: FH take your part when 
times get rough. See -PAR-. 

par-take (par tak’) /par'tcyk/ v. [no obj], -took, -tak-en, 
-tak-ing. 1. to take part in something with others: fo 
partake in a celebration. 2. to have a portion: fo partake 
of a meal. —par-tak/er, n. [count] 

par-tial (par/shal) /‘purfal/ adj. 1. being in part only; in- 
complete: partial payment. 2. biased or prejudiced in fa- 
vor of one person, etc., over another: The judge was par- 
tial. See IMPARTIAL. ——Idiom. 3. partial to, [be + ~] 
favoring; especially fond of: is partial to vanilla ice creat. 
—par-ti-al-i-ty (par shē ali tē) /porfiy'ælıtiy/ n. [non- 
count]: showed partiality in hiring his friend's son for the 
position. —par/tial-ly, adv.: The sun was partially 
blocked by the clouds. See -PAR-. 

par-tic-i-pant (par tis’a pant) /pur'tisopant/ n. [count] a 
person or group who participates in something: a willing 
participant in the crime. See -CEP-, -PAR-. 

par-tic-i-pate (par tis’a pat’) /pur'tiso,peyt/ v. [no obj], 
-pat-ed, -pat-ing. to take part or have a share, as with 
others: to participate in a conversation. —par-tic-i-pa- 
tion (par tis’a pā/shən) /par,tisa'peyfan/ n. [noncount): 
active participation in the project. —par:tic’i-pa/tive, 
adj. —par-tic/i-pa/tor, n. [count] See -CEP-, -PAR-. 
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Par-tic-iepa-toery (par tis’a pə  tdr/é,  -tōr/ē) 
/par'tisapa,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. [before a nomi) of or re- 
lating to participation: seeing a participatory democracy 
at work in the small New England town meetings. See 
-CEP-, -PAR-. 

Par-ti-ci-ple (par/ta sip’al, -sə pal) /‘purto,sipal, -sapal/ 
n. [Count] a verbal form that can function as an adjective 
or be used with auxiliaries to make compound verb 
forms, as burning in a burning candle or running in She 
was runing. In English, participles are the -ing or -ed/ 
-en forms of verbs. Compare PAST PARTICIPLE, PRESENT 
PARTICIPLE. See -CEP-, -PAR-. 

par-ti-cle (par/ti kal) /‘purtikal/ n. [count] 1. a tiny por- 
tion or amount; a very small bit: a particle of dust. 2. 
one of the extremely small, most basic pieces of matter, 
as an atom, proton, or quark. 3. a small, usually un- 
changing word or affix, often a preposition or conjunc- 
tion, having a functional or relational significance rather 
than an intrinsic meaning: I English the particles include 
words like to when ised in forming the infinitive, as in to 
go, or the word following the verb in a plirasal verb, as 
up in get up. See -PAR-. 

par-tic-uelar (pər tik’ya lər, pə tik’-) /par'tikyalar, 
pa'tik-/ adj. 1. [before a nom) relating to a single or 
specific person, thing, group, etc.; not general: one’s par- 
ticular interests. 2. [before a nonn) considered separately 
from others; specific; distinct: a particular item on a list. 
3. [before a noun] greater or stronger than usual; unu- 
sual: Take particular pains witli this job. 4. [be + ~) 
overly selective; fussy; hard to please: He is very partici- 
lar about his food. —n. [count] 5. an individual or dis- 
tinct part, as an item in a series: In at least one particular 
the lawyer had caught her in a lie. 6. Usually, 
particulars. [plural] specific points, details, or 
circumstances: tle particulars of a case. —Idiom. 7. in 
particular, particularly; especially: Are you doing any- 
thing in particular at the moment? See -par-. 

par-tic-u-lar-ize (par tik’ya lə riz’, pə tik/-) 
/por'tikyalo,rayz, po'tik-/ v., -ized, -izeing. 1. [~ + obj) 
to state or treat in detail. 2. [no obj] to give details; be 
specific. —par-tic-u-lar-ieza-tion (par tik’/ya lar i za/- 
shan, pə tik’-) /par,tikyalori'zeyfan, po,tik-/ n. [rion- 
count] See -PAR-. 

Par-tic-u-lar-ly (par tik’ya lar lē, pə tik/-) 
/par'tikyolorhy, pa'tik-/ adv. 1. to a special degree; es- 
pecially: It was done particularly well. 2. specifically; indi- 
vidually: No one, particularly not the boss, is going to like 
this presentation. 3. in detail. See -par-. 

part-ing (par/ting) /‘partin/ n. [noncount] 1. a division; 
separation: the parting of the Red Sea. 2. leave-taking; 
an occasion of one person leaving another: the heart- 
break of parting from the one slie loved. —adj. 3. given, 
taken, or done when leaving another: a parting glance. 
4. departing: parting flights. 

par-ti-san (par/ta zən, -san) /'partazon, -son/ r. [count] 
l. a believer in, or follower of, a person or cause, esp. 
one who shows an unthinking loyalty. 2. a member of a 
guerrilla group of soldiers fighting an occupying army: 
The partisans were able to escape into the surrounding 
hills. —adj. [before a non] 3. of, relating to, or charac- 
teristic Of partisans: partisan bickering over the trade bill. 
—Ppar’ti-san-ship’, n. [noncount): Partisanship kept the 
new trade bill from being passed. See -par-. 

Par-ti-tion (par tish’an, par-) /par'tifon, pər-/ m. 1. 
[noncount] a division into portions; a separation, as of 
two or more things: the partition of the former Conimir- 
nist empire into dozens of independent states. 2. [count] 
a wall or barrier within a space, dividing it into separate 
areas: A partition in your apartment would provide pri- 
vacy. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to divide into parts or portions. 4. 
to divide or separate by a partition [~ (+ off) + obj): to 
partition (off) a dining area. [~ + obj (+ off]: to parti- 
tion the area (off). 5. to divide (a territory) into separate 
political parts: The defeated country was partitioned and 
governed by the UN. —par-ti/tioned, adj. See -Par-. 

part-ly (part7lé) /‘purtliy/ adv. in part; not wholly or 
completely: partly made of iron. See -PAR-. 

partener (part/nar) /‘paurtnor/ n. [cont] 1. one who is 
associated with another; an associate: Nis partner in 
crime. 2. one of two or more persons who have a busi- 
ness and share in the risks and profits: My business 
partners think your company is a good investment. 3. a 
husband, wife, or lover: If you or your partner is infected 
willi the HIV virus, contact a doctor at once. 4. either of 
two people who dance together, etc.: am ice-skating parl- 
ner, —part/ner-ship’, n. [noncount]: promises of part- 
nership. (count): a partnership in the new conipany. 
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part’ of speech’, s. [connt] a class of words in a lan- 
guage, often based on their meaning, form, or use in a 
sentence: In Englisli, some parts of speecit are the nonn, 
pronom, verb, adverb, adjective, preposition, conjunc- 
tion, and interjection. 

par-tridge (par/trij) /‘partrid3/ n., [count] pl. -tridg'es, 
(esp. when thouglit of as a group) -tridge. 1. a plump 
bird of the pheasant family. 2. a bird resembling the par- 
tridge, as the ruffed grouse. 

part’-song’, n. [court] a song with parts for several 
voices meant to be sung without accompaniment. 

part-time (adj. part/tin’; adv. part/tim’) / adj. 
‘part,taym; adv. 'part'taym/ adj. 1. working or attending 
school on less than a full-time schedule: The miuniber of 
part-time students las increased. 2. relating to such 
work or study: part-tinie employment. —adv. 3. on a 
part-time basis: was working part-time. —part/-tim/er, 
n. (conn) 

Par-turri-tion (pär/tōó rish/ən, -tyðð-, -chòõð-) 
/,partu'rifan, -tyu-, -tfo-/ n. [nonconnt] the act or proc- 
ess of bringing forth young; childbirth. See -PARE-?. 

part-way (part/wa/, -wa’) /'part'wey, -,wey/ adv. 1. ata 
part of the way: I'm already partway liome. 2. in or to 
some degree; partially: The window was partway open. 

par-ty (par/té) /'purtty/ r., pl. -ties, adj., v., -tied, -ty- 
ing. —n. [connut] 1. a social gathering for conversation, 
refreshments, etc.: an all-night party at his friend's 
house. 2. a group gathered for some special purpose or 
task: a searcli party. 3. a political group seeking political 
power for directing government policy: te two main par- 
ties in American politics, tie Democrats and the Republi- 
cans. 4. a person or group that participates in some ac- 
tion: He was a party to the merger deal. 5. one of the 
litigants in a legal proceeding; a plaintiff or defendant. 
—adj. [before a noun] 6. of or relating to a party or fac- 
tion; partisan: party politics. 7. of or for a social gather- 
ing: a party dress. —v. [no obj) 8. to go to or give par- 
ties: On graduation niglit they partied at as mary 
different houses as tliey could. See -par-. 

par’ty line’, n. [count] 1. the declared policies of a 
group, esp. of the Communist Party, binding on its mem- 
bers and adherents: was always careful to follow the 
party line. 2. the quiding policy or practices of a political 
party: The delegates voted along party lines. 3. a tele- 
phone line connecting the telephones of a number of dif- 
ferent people via one circuit to a central office. 

par-ve-enu (par/va noo’, -nydo’, pär/və noo’, -nydd/) 
/parvo,nuw, -,nyuw, ,parva'nuw, -'nyuw/ n., pl. -nus, 
adj. —n. [coirit] 1. one who has attained wealth or influ- 
ence, but has not yet gained the acceptance or the social 
graces associated with it. —adj. [before a noun] 2. char- 
acteristic of a parvenu. 

pas-cal (pa skal’, pa skal’) /pæ'skæl, pu'skal/ n. a unit 
of pressure or stress, equal to one newton per square 
meter. Abbr.: Pa 

Pas-cal (pa skal’) /pæ'skæl/ n. [proper noun; no article] 
Also, PASCAL . a high-level computer language, de- 
signed to make structured programming easier. 

pas-chal (pas/kal) /'pæskəl/ adj. 1. of or relating to Eas- 
ter. 2. of or relating to Passover. 

pasha (pd/sha, pash’a, pa sha’, -shO/) /'pufa, 'pæfo, 
po'fu, -'fo/ n. [count], pl. -shas. a former title placed af- 
ter the name of high officials in countries under Turkish 
rule. 

pass (pas) /pws/ v. 1. to move past; go by: [~ + obj]: to 
pass a car on the side of the road. [no obj): Several cars 
passed before | realized we were slowing down. 2. [ro 
obj] to gO across or over an entrance, etc.; cross: The 
burglar stood in the hallway, then passed into the next 
room. 3. to let something go without taking notice, etc.; 
disregard: [xo obj): let lier offensive remarks pass. [~ + 
obj): Fass chapter two and go on to Chapter three. 4. to 
(cause to) allow to go through a barrier, etc.: [~ + obj): 
The guard passed the visitor after examining his papers. 
[no obj): “Your papers are in order; you may pass,” the 
guard said. 5. [~ + obj) to endure or undergo: passed 
the worst night of their lives. 6. to (cause to) elapse or 
go through a period of time: [~ + obj]: How did you 
pass the time in Finland in winter? (no obj): Actually, the 
days passed quickly. 7. [rio obj] to come to an end: The 
crisis soon passed. 8. [110 obj] to go away; depart: The 
feeling will pass. 9. to undergo or complete successfully: 
[~ + obj): to pass an examination. [10 obj): Two stu- 
dents passed, but many more failed. 10. [~ + obj] to 
permit (a person) to complete an examination, course, 
etc., successfully: The teacher passed all of her stirderits. 
11. [no obj) to be something not very good but still ac- 
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ceptable: This copy isn't very good, but it will pass. 12. 
[no obj] to live or be known as a member of a racial, re- 
ligious, or ethnic group not one’s own. 13. [~ + obj] to 
convey, transfer, or transmit: Please pass the salt. 14. to 
(cause to) go or move onward: [~ + obj]: to pass a rope 
through a hole. (no obj): Can the rope pass through this 
hole? 15. [~ + obj] to cause to be accepted: trying to 
pass a bad check. 16. [no obj] to be exchanged or con- 
veyed, as between two persons: Sharp words passed be- 
tween them. 17. to discharge or excrete from the body: 
[~ + obj]: He passed a kidney stone in his urine. (no 
obj): Don't worry, the kidney stones will pass normally 
through your urine. 18. [~ + obj] to approve, esp. by 
vote: Congress passed the bill. 19. to obtain the ap- 
proval of: [~ + obj]: The bill passed the Senate. [no 
obj): The bill didn't pass. 20. [~ + obj] to express, as an 
opinion: to pass judgment without knowing the facts. 21. 
to transfer (a ball or puck) to a teammate: [~ + obj): He 
passed the ball to his teammate. [no obj): He couldn't 
pass to anyone, so he shot. 22. [no obj; usually: ~ + on 
+ obj] to express or pronounce an opinion or judgment: 
Will you pass on the authenticity of this drawing? 23. 
pass away or on, [x0 obj] to die: She passed away qni- 
etly in her sleep. 24. pass down, [~ + down + obj] to 
tell or teach (traditions, etc.) to one’s descendants; hand 
down: passing down important traditions to the next gen- 
eration. 25. pass off, a. to present or sell (something) 
deceptively or under false pretenses: [~ + off + obj): 
The used car salesinan tried to pass off this cheap car as 
a more expensive model. [~ + obj + off}: He tried to 
pass it off as a new model. b. [~ + oneself + off + as] 
to cause to be accepted under a false identity: He passed 
himself off as a doctor. 26. pass on, a. [no Obj] Also, 
pass away, to die. b. to give something to someone; tell 
information to someone: [~ + obj + on]: passed the 
latest gossip on. [~ + on + obj): Pass on the informa- 
tion to your co-workers. 27. pass out, [no obj] to faint: 
He passed out from all the drinking. 28. pass over, a. 
[~ + over + obj] to disregard; ignore: / will pass over 
the fact that my opponent is a liar. b. to fail to notice or 
consider; overlook: [~ + over + obj]: The company 
passed over several qualified women and hired a man. 
[~ + obj + over]: They passed him over for the promo- 
tion again. 29. pass up, to refuse or neglect to take ad- 
vantage of, as an opportunity: [~ + up + obj]: When he 
turned down that job offer, he passed up a golden op- 
portunity. [~ + obj + up): The offer was so good she 
just couldn't pass it up. —n. [count] 30. an act of pass- 
ing. 31. a narrow route or way across a low area in a 
mountain range. 32. a permission to pass, or enter: He 
showed his pass and the guard let him into the building. 
33. written permission given a soldier to be absent 
briefly from a station: He had a three-day pass to Seoul. 
34. a free ticket or permit: a pass to get into the show. 
35. a particular stage or state of affairs: The situation 
came to a dreadful pass. 36. a single movement, effort, 
etc.: The borbers had only enough fuel for one pass at 
the target. 37. a gesture, action, or remark intended to 
be sexually inviting: He made several passes at her. 38. 
the transfer of a ball or puck from one teammate to an- 
other: threw a perfect pass to him for the touchdown. 
—Idiom. 39. come to pass, [It + ~ + (that) clause]: 
to happen; occur: It carne to pass that a babe was borti 
in a manger. See -Pass-'. 

-pass-', root. -pass- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “step; pace.” This meaning is found in such 
words as: BYPASS, COMPASS, ENCOMPASS, IMPASSE, PASS, 
PASSABLE, PASSAGE, PASSAGEWAY, PASSPORT, SURPASS, TRES- 
PASS, UNDERPASS. 

-pass-?, root. -pass- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “suffer; experience.” It is related to -PAT-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: COMPASSION, DISPAS- 
SIONATE, IMPASSIONED, IMPASSIVE, PASSION, PASSIVE. 

passea-ble (pas/a bal) /'pæsəbəl/ adj. 1. that can be 
passed, gone or traveled through, or crossed: The road 
is barcly passable. 2. barely acceptable; adequate: 4 
passable knowledge of Albanian. —pass/arbly, adv. See 
-PASS-!. 

pas-sage (pas/ij) /‘pwsid3/ n. 1. [count] a section of a 
written, spoken, or musical work: 4 passage of Scripture. 
2. [norcourt) an act or instance of passing from one 
place, etc., to another: the passage of motor vehicles. 3. 
[noncount]) the permission, right, or freedom to pass: 
promiised safe passage out of his conntry. 4. [court] a 
hall or corridor; passageway. 5. [connt] an opening or 
entrance into, through, or out of something: te nasal 
passages. 6. [connt; usually singular) a progress or 
course, as of events: the slow passage of tine. 7. (non- 
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count] the process of making a bill into a law: Passage of 
the bill into law is by no means assured. See -PASS-!. 

passageway (pas/ij wa’) /‘paxsid3,wey/ n. [count] a 
way that provides passage through, as a corridor or an 
alley. See -pass-'. 

pass-book (pas/bd0k’) /‘pws,buk/ n. [count] a book held 
by a depositor in which the bank records deposits and 
withdrawals. See illustration at BANK. 

passé (pa sa’) /px'scy/ adj. old-fashioned; out-of-date; 
outmoded. See -pass-'. 

pas-sen-ger (pas/an jar) /‘pasond3ar/ n. [count] a per- 
son traveling in an automobile, train, etc., esp. one who 
is not the operator: One passenger refused to show his 
ticket, so the whole train was stopped. See illustration at 
TERMINAL. See -PASS-'. 

passer-by or pass-er-by (pas/ar bi’, -bi’) /'pæs- 
ar'bay, -,bay/ n. [count], pl. pass-ers-by or pass-ers-by 
(pas’arz bi’, -bi’) /‘pasarz'bay, -,bay/. a person passing 
by: A group of passers-by formed around the accident 
victim. See -pass-'. 

passim (pas/im) /‘pwsim/ adv. (used in bibliographic 
references, such as indexes or notes) here and there; ap- 
pearing frequently (in the source cited). 

pass-ing (pas/ing) /‘pxsin/ adj. [before a noun] 1. going 
past, as in time; elapsing: Each passing day her love 
grew stronger. 2. brief; not lasting long: a passing fancy. 
3. superficial; not detailed: He made only passing men- 
tion of her work. 4. indicating satisfactory performance, 
as in a test: a passing grade of 45 out of 50. —n. [uon- 
count) 5. the act of a person or thing that passes or 
causes to pass: the passing of tinie. 6. death: Her pass- 
ing will not go unnoticed or be forgotten. ——Idiom. 7. 
in passing, by the way; incidentally: Let me mention, in 
passing, the marvelous help | received from the police. 
—pass/ing-ly, adv. See -pass-'. 

pas-sion (pash/an) /'‘pxfan/ n. 1. (an instance Or an ex- 
perience of) strong feeling: [noncount]: an actress of 
strong passion. [count]. Sometimes his passions got the 
better of him. 2. [noncount] (an instance or an experi- 
ence of) strong feeling of love: his overwhelming passion 
for her. 3. (noncount] (an instance or feeling of) strong 
sexual desire; lust: Passion swept through them. 4. 
[count; usually singular) a strong fondness or desire for 
something: a passion for music. See -PASS-?. 
pas-sion-ate (pash/a nit) /‘paJonit/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to passion: a passionate defense of the rights of the op- 
pressed. 2. easily aroused to or influenced by sexual de- 
sire: a passionate lover. —pas/sion-ate-ly, adv.: He be- 
lieved passionately in his cause. See -PASS-?. 

pas-sive (pas/iv) /‘pwsiv/ adj. 1. not reacting to some- 
thing expected to produce signs of feeling: He was pas- 
sive enough to accept the boss's abuse in front of every- 
one in the office. 2. not acting or participating much; 
inactive: a passive member of a committee. 3. (opposed 
to active) of, relating to, or being a voice, verb form, or 
construction that expresses an action that is done to 
rather than by the subject: /n a passive sentence, the 
subject undergoes the action of the verb but does not 
perform it. In the passive sentence The letter was written 
last week, the subject letter does not perform the action, 
but receives the action of writing. —n. 4. [noncount] the 
passive voice. 5. [count] a passive verb form or construc- 
tion. —pas/sive-ly, adv.: He stood there passively ac- 
cepting the abuse from his partner. See -PASS-?. 

pas/sive resist/ance, n. [oncount] the action of re- 
sisting a government or laws by not cooperating or by 
other nonviolent methods. 

pas/sive smok/ing, n. (nonconnt] the inhaling of the 
cigarette, cigar, or pipe smoke of others. 

pas-siv-i-ty (pa siv/i tē) /pa'sivitiy/ n. [noncoung) the 
state or condition of being passive. See -Ppass?-. 

Pass-o-ver (pas/0/var) /‘piws,owvor/ n. [proper noun] a 
Jewish festival held in March or April and celebrated for 
either seven or eight days in memory of the Exodus of 
the Israelites from Egypt. 

pass-port (pas/port, -port) /'pasport, -powrt/ n. [count] 
1. a document issued by a government to a citizen, es- 
tablishing his or her identity and right to travel to and re- 
turn from other countries. 2. anything that provides ad- 
mission: Education is no longer a passport to Success. 
See -pass-?, -PASS-', -PORT-. 

pass-word (pas/wiird’) /'pæs,w3rd/ n. [count] a secret 
word or expression used to gain entrance, access to an 
automatic teller machine, etc. See -PAss?-. 

past (past) /pwst/ adj. 1. gone by in time: The bad times 
are all past now. 2. [before a noun] of or having OC- 
curred during a previous time; bygone: past glories. 3: 
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[before a noun] gone by just before the present time: 
during the past year. 4. [after a noun] ago: six days past. 
5. [before a noun] having once been; having formerly 
served as: three past presidents of the club. 6. (before a 
noun] of or relating to a verb tense or form referring to 
events or states in times gone by: the irregular past 
tense of some English verbs, like go and is. —n. 7. [non- 
count; the + ~] time gone by: far back in the distant 
past. 8. [noncount) the history of a person, nation, etc.: 
our country’s glorious past. 9. [(noncount,; the + ~) what 
happened at some earlier time: Try to learn from the 
past. 10. [count] an earlier period of a person’s life, ca- 
reer, etc.: He's got a very interesting past; read this re- 
port from the police. 11. (noncount; the + ~) the past 
tense. —adv. 12. so as to pass by or beyond; by: The 
troops marched past. —prep. 13. beyond in time; later 
than; after: Hs already past noon. 14. beyond in space 
or position; farther on than: Go to the house just past the 
church. 15. beyond in amount, number, etc.; over: past 
the maximum age. 16. beyond the reach, influence, or 
power of: That patient is past hope of recovery. 

pas-ta (pa/sts) /'pusto/ n., pi. -tas. a food made of thin 
dough in a variety of shapes, as spaghetti or ravioli: 
(noncount): a serving of pasta on the side. [count]: cooks 
various pastas. 

paste (past) /pcyst/ n., v., past-ed, pasting. —n. [non- 
count) 1. a mixture of flour and water, used for causing 
materiat to stick to something: The kids put paste on the 
cardboard pieces and stuck them together. 2. dough, 
esp. when prepared with shortening. 3. a soft mixture of 
crushed food and a liquid that can be spread on food 
and eaten: atmond paste. 4. any mixture of some pow- 
dery substance, as clay, with a liquid: paste for making 
pottery. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to fasten or stick with paste: 
pasted the chitdren’s pictures on the wall. 6. to cover 
with something applied by paste. 7. Slang. to hit (a per- 
son) hard: She pasted him one across the mouth. 

paste-board (pāst/bôrd/, -bord’) /‘peyst'bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [noncount] 1. a stiff board made from sheets of paper 
pasted together. —adj. [before a noun] 2. made of 
pasteboard. 

pas-tel (pa stel’) /px'stel/ n. 1. [count] a color having a 
soft, pale, light Shade. 2. [noncount] a dried paste made 
of coloring matter. 3. [count] a crayon made from such 
paste. 4. [noncount) the art of drawing with such cray- 
ons. 5. [count] a drawing so made. —adj. [before a 
noun] 6. having a soft, pale, light color or shade. 7. 
drawn with pastels. 

pas-teur-ize (pas/cha riz’) /‘pwstfa,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to heat (a food, as milk, beer, or wine) to a 
high temperature to destroy bacteria without changing 
taste or quality. —pas-teur-i-za-tion (pas/cha ri za’shan) 
/,pestfori'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] 

pas-tiche (pa stésh’, pa-) /pa'stiyf, pu-/ n. [count] 1. a 
piece of writing, music, or art that consists of ideas or 
techniques borrowed from other sources. 2. a hodge- 
podge; a patchwork: Their new proposat ts just a pas- 
tiche of old ideas thrown together. 

pas-time (pas/tim’) /'pwzs,taym/ n. [count] something, 
as a game, sport, or hobby, that serves to make time 
pass agreeably: Basebaltt used to be the great American 
pastime. 

past/ mas/ter, n. (comnt] a person who is very skilled 
in a profession or art; expert. 

pas-tor (pas/tar) /'pæstər/ n. [count] a minister or priest 
in charge of a church. 

pas-to-ral (pas/ter at) /‘pxstoral/ adj. 1. having the sim- 
plicity, peacefulness, etc., associated with rural areas. 2. 
relating to the country or to life in the country; rural; rus- 
tic. 3. of or relating to a pastor or the duties of a pastor: 
pastoral visits. 

past’ par/ticiple, #. [count] a verb form, a participle, 
with past, perfect, or passive meaning, as fa/fen, sung, or 
defeated, used in English and other languages in forming 
the present perfect, past perfect, and passive, and also 
as an adjective and a noun: She has fallen and can't get 
up. The crook had left before the police arrived. The 
sheriff was shot trying to rescue the hostage. The fallen 
rocks blocked the road. He showed no mercy for the 
crippled and the maimed. 

past’ per’fect, adj. 1. relating to or being a verb tense 
or form in English made up of had followed by the past 
participle, and indicating a. that the action or state ex- 
pressed by the verb was completed before some other 
point of reference in the past: Long before the police ar- 
rived (= reference point in the past), the burglar had teft 
the scene of the crime (= the leaving was completed). b. 


pasta to patchy 


that the action or state expressed by the verb extended 
up to, or had results continuing up to, some point of ref- 
erence in the past: / had never seen anything hike it ( 
from before that time in the past, and up unt that time 
the speaker had not seen such a thing). —n. 2. [non- 
count] the past perfect tense. 3. [count] a form in this 
tense. 

pas-tra-mi (pa strä/mē) /pə'stramiy/ n. [noncount] beef 
left in a mixture of seasonings and smoked before cook- 
ing. 
pastry (pa/stré) /'peystriy/ n, pl. -tries. 1. a sweet 
baked food made of dough: [noncount]: Coffee and pas- 
try ts alt we had for breakfast. (count): The bakery selts 
delicious tittle pastries; try one. 2. [noncount]) dough 
used to enclose food: The pie was delicious, but the pas- 
try was a bit hard and crunchy. 
pas-ture (pas/chor) /'pestfor/ n., v., -tured, -tureing. 
—n. 1. Also called pas’ture-land’ (-land’) /-,land/. an 
area of ground covered with grass plants that cattle may 
eat; grassland: [noncount]: The farm has twenty acres of 
pasture. [count]: driving past green pastures and white 
farmhouses. 2. [noncount] grass or other plants for feed- 
ing livestock. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to feed (farm animals, 
etc.) by putting (them) out so that they may eat the grass 
in a pasture. —IJdiom. 4. put out to pasture, [put + 
obj + out to pasture] a. to put (cattle) in a pasture so 
they can eat the grass there: The farmer put his cows out 
to pasture. b. to dismiss or retire (someone) as being too 
old: Some of these old professors should be put out to 
pasture. 
past-y (pa/sté) /'pceystiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est, n., pi. past. 
ies. —adj. 1. of or like paste, as in texture or color: His 
face had a pasty complexion after that bouncy flight. —n. 
[count] 2. pasties, [phiral a pair of small, cuplike cover- 
ings for a woman's nipples, used by nude dancers, etc. 
—past/i-ness, n. [noncount] 
pat’ (pat) /pæt/ v., pat-ted, pat-ting, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to strike lightly, as with the hand, to flatten, smooth, 
or shape: She patted her hair. 2. to stroke or tap gently 
as an expression of affection, pity, etc.: She patted her 
dog on the head. —n. [count] 3. a light stroke, tap, or 
blow, as with the hand. 4. a small piece, usually flat and 
Square, formed by patting, cutting, etc.: a pat of butter. 
—Idiom. 5. pat on the back, a. [count] praise, 
congratulations, or encouragement: She just needed a 
pat on the back. b. [~ + obj + on the back] to praise, 
congratulate, or encourage: The boss patted him on the 
back for his fine work. 

pat? (pat) /pat/ adj. 1. exactly to the point or purpose: a 
pat solution to the problem. 2. unconvincing because it 
seems to have been rehearsed, practiced, or memorized; 
Shallow: gave his usual pat answers to difficult questions. 
—adv. 3. exactly or perfectly: He had those answers down 
pat. —Idiom. 4. stand pat, [no obj) to cling firmly to 
one’s decision or beliefs: The boss stood pat and would 
not budge from his position. 

-pat-, root. -pat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “suffer; experience.” It is related to -Pass-?. This 
meaning is found in such words aS: COMPATIBLE, IMPA- 
TIENCE, IMPATIENT, INCOMPATIBLE, OUTPATIENT, PATIENCE, PA- 
TIENT, SIMPATICO. 
pat., an abbreviation of: 1. patent. 2. patented. 
patch (pach) /pætf/ n. [count] 1. a small piece of mate- 
rial used to repair a tear, cover a hole, or strengthen a 
weak place. 2. a piece of material used to cover or pro- 
tect an injured part, as an eye. 3. a small piece, scrap, or 
area of anything: a patch of ice. 4. a small area of land 
for growing something: a cabbage patch. 5. a cloth em- 
blem worn on one’s clothing to identify one’s military 
unit, schoot, etc. —v. 6 [~ + obj] to mend or 
strengthen with or as if with a patch: He patched the 
pants with some scraps of denim. 7. to repair or restore, 
esp. in a quick way: [~ + obj]: The army doctor patched 
wounded soldiers together. [~ + obj + up]: The doctor 
patched them up. [~ + up + obj): patching up soldiers 
so they could be sent out to fight again. 8. [~ + obj] to 
make by joining patches together: to patch a quitt. 9. 
patch up, to settle or smooth over (a quarrel): [~ + mp 
+ obj): The husband and wife tried to patch up their dif- 
ferences. [~ + obj + up): They tried to patch things up. 
patch-work (pach/wirk’) /‘petf,wark/ n. 1. [count] 
something made up of pieces that do not go together; 
mélange: That speech was a patchwork of unconnected 
clichés. 2. [noncount] sewn work made of pieces of ma- 
terial in many different colors or shapes. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. resembling a patchwork: a patchwork repair job. 
patch-y (pach’é) /'pætfiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. of or re- 
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lating to patches. 2. not regular in quality, texture, or 
distribution: patchy fog. —patch/i-ness, n. (noncourit] 

pate (pat) /peyt/ n. [count] the top of the head. 

pa-té (pa ta’, pa-) /pu'tcy, pæ-/ n, pl. -tés. a paste 
made of meat, served as an appetizer: [noncount]: deli- 
cious liver paté. (count): Differerit patés were set out on 
the head table. 

pa-tel-la (pa tel’a) /pa'tels/ n. [count], pl. -tel-las, -tel- 
lae (-tel7é) /-'teliy/. the bone at the front of the knee; 
kneecap. 

pat-ent (pat/nt; for 4 pat/-) /‘pxtnt; for 4 'peyt-/ n. 1. 
[count] the right granted to an inventor to be the only 
manufacturer or seller of an invention for a specified 
number of years: She applied to the government for a 
patent. 2. PATENT LEATHER. —adj. 3. [before a noun] pro- 
tected by a patent; dealing with patents: patent law. 4. 
easily open to notice; plain to see: a patent absurdity. 5. 
made of patent leather: patent slioes. —v. [~ + obj] 6. 
to obtain a patent on (an invention): to patent a new in- 
vention; to patent her software. 

pat/ent leath’er (pat/nt, pat/n; esp. Brit. pat/nt) 
l'pætnt, 'pætn: esp. Brit. 'peytnU nu. [noncount) hard, 
shiny, smooth leather used esp. for shoes and handbags. 

pat-ent-ly (pat/nt lé) /'pætntliy/ adv. clearly; obviously; 
openly; plainly: patently false remarks. 

pa-ter-fa-mil-icas (pa/ter fe mil/ēě as, pa’-, pat/or-) 
/,peytorfo'miliyas, ,pa-, ,pwtor-/ n. [count] the male 
head of a household or family, usually the father. See 
-PATR-. 

pa-ter-nal (pa tur/nl) /pa'tsrn{/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
characteristic of, or befitting a father; fatherly: paternal 
advice. 2. related on the father’s side: His paternal 
grandfather, 3. derived or inherited from a father. —pa- 
ter/nal-ly, adv. See -PATR-. 

pa-ter-nal-ism (pa tûr/nl iz’am) /pa'tarnl,izom/ nu. [non- 
count] the principle or practice of managing or governing 
workers, citizens, individuals, etc., in the manner of a fa- 
ther dealing with his children. —pa-terenal-is-tic (po- 
tar/nl is’tik) /po,tarnl'istik/ adj.: a paternalistic manner of 
governing, doling out favors the way a father would. See 
-PATR-. 

pa-ter-ni-ety (pa tûr/ni tē) /pa'tarnitiy/ n. [norcount) 1. 
the state of being a father; fatherhood. 2. origin or de- 
scent from a father. —adj. [before a nour) 3. of or relat- 
ing to a legal dispute in which a woman accuses a man 
of having fathered her child: a paternity suit. See -PATR-. 

path (path) /px0/ n. [count], pl. paths (pathz, paths). 1. 
a way or small passage on the ground beaten by human 
or animal feet: a path through the woods. 2. a narrow 
walk or way: a bicycle path. 3. a route, Course, or track 
along which something moves: the path of a hurricane. 
4. a course or direction of action, conduct, or procedure: 
What path should we follow in hiring a new secretary? 5. 
(in computer operating systems) a listing of the route 
through directories that locates and names a certain file 
or program on a disk drive. 

-path-, root. -path- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “suffering: disease; feeling.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ANTIPATHY, APATHETIC, APATHY, EM- 
PATHY, HOMEOPATHY, PATHETIC, PATHOLOGY, PATHOS, PSYCHO- 
PATH, SYMPATHETIC, SYMPATHIZE, SYMPATHY, TELEPATHY. 

pa-thet-ic (po thet/ik) /po'Oetik/ adj. 1. causing or 
evoking pity, either through concern, compassion, or 
contempt; pitiful; pitiable: The sick, Homeless man was a 
pathetic sight. 2. sad; sorrowful; mournful: a pathetic 
tone of voice. —pa-thet/i-cal-ly, adv. See -PATH-. 

path-find-er (path/fin’/dar) /'pwO,fayndor/ n. [court] 
one who finds a way, esp. through a wilderness or an un- 
explored area. —path/find/ing, sı. [rorcount), adj. 

path-o-gen (path’e jan, -jen’) /'pæĝədzən, -,d3en/ r. 
[count] any disease-producing agent, esp. a microorgan- 
ism. —path/o-gen/ic, adj. See -PATH-, -GEN-. 

pa-thol-o-gy (pə thol’a jé) /po'Onlad3iy/ n., ph -gies. 1. 
[noncournt] the study of diseases. 2. [count] any condi- 
tion that is not healthy or normal. —path-o-log-i-cal 
(path’a loj7i kəl) / i pæðə'lodzikəl/ adj.: a pathological liar. 
—pa-thol/o-gist, 1. [count] See -PATH-. 

pa-thos (pa’thos, -thds, -thds) /‘peyOns, -Oows, -Oos/ n. 
[noricount) the quality or power in life or art of causing a 
feeling of pity or compassion. See -PaTH-. 

path-way (path’wa’) /'pwO0,wey/ n. [count] a path, 
course, route, Or way. 

pa-tience (pā/shəns) /'peyfans/ n. [roncourt] 1. the 
ability to control one’s feelings in spite of misfortune or 
pain, without complaining: Has the patience of Job. 2. an 
ability or willingness to suppress feelings of annoyance 
when faced with delay: The airtine said it appreciated our 
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patience in waiting for our flight. 3. the ability to work 
quietly and steadily; diligence. See -PAT-. 

pa-tient (pa’shant) /'peyfont/ n. [count] 1. one under 
medical care or treatment: The patients in this ward all 
have cancer. See illustration at HOSPITAL. —adj. 2. able to 
control one’s feelings in spite of annoyance, misfortune, 
etc., without complaining. 3. continuing to work steadily: 
diligent; steady. —pa/tient-ly, adv.: The dog sal pa- 
tiently. See -pat-. ——Related Words. PATIENT is an ad- 
jective and a noun, PATIENTLY is an adverb, PATIENCE is a 
noun: Be patient with the baby. That doctor has many 
patients. That teacher treats his Class patiently. Don't lose 
your patience with the baby. 

pat-i-na (pat/n ə, pa té/na) /'pætņə, po'tiyna/ n. [count], 
pl. -nas. 1. a film or coating, usually green, on the Sur- 
face of something, esp. old bronze. 2. an aura surround- 
ing something, esp. one associated with antiquity or 
beauty or history. 

pat-i-o (pat/é ©) /'pxtiy,ow/ n. [count], pl. -ieos. 1. a 
paved area, connected to a house and used for outdoor 
lounging, etc.: a barbecue on the patio. 2. a courtyard, 
esp. of a house, enclosed by low buildings or walls. 

patois (pat/wa, pa/twa, pa twa’) /'pxtwa, ‘patwa, 
px'twa/ n. [count], pl. patois (pat/waz, pa/twaz, pa- 
twaz/) /'pætwaz, 'patwaz, pæ'twaz/. a form of a lan- 
guage distinctive to and spoken in a given area, differing 
from the standard, literary form of the language. 

pat. pend., an abbreviation of: patent pending. 

-patr-, root. -patr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “father.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS! COMPATRIOT, EXPATRIATE, PATERFAMILIAS, PATERNAL, PATER- 
NITY, PATRICIAN, PATRICIDE, PATRON. 

pa-tri-arch (pa/tré ark’) /‘peytriy,ark/ n. [count] 1. the 
male head of a family or tribal line. 2. one regarded as 
the father or founder of an order, class, etc. 3. a bishop 
of an Eastern Orthodox church. 4. a respected old man: 
a patriarch of the village. —pa/triear’chal, adj. See 
-PATR-, -ARCH-. 

pa-triearchey (pa/’tré ar/ké) /'peytriy,arkiy/ n, pl. 
-arch-ies. 1. a. [noncount] a form of social organization 
in which the father is the head of the family, clan, or tribe 
and descent is established through the male line. b. 
[count] a society based on this social organization. 2. a. 
[noncount] the principles or philosophy upon which con- 
trol by male authority is based. b. [count] an institution 
or organization in which power is held by and transferred 
through males. See -PATR-. 

pa-tri-cian (pə trish’an) /pa'trifon/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son of noble or high rank; aristocrat. 2. a person of cul- 
ture, education, and refinement. —adj. 3. of high social 
rank or noble family; aristocratic. See -PATR-. 

pat-ri-cide (pa/tra sid’, pa/-) /‘patro,sayd, 'pey-/ n. 1. 
the act of killing one’s own father: [roncount): The hero 
of the tragedy Oedipus is guilty of patricide. [count]: an 
increase in the number of patricides. 2. [count] a person 
who commits such an act. See -PATR-, -CIDE-. 

pat-riemoeny (pa/tra mō/nē) /'petra,mowniy/ n. [count], 
pl. -nies. an estate or possessions inherited from one’s 
father or ancestors. —pat/riemo/nieal, adj. See -PATR-. 

pa-tri-ot (pa/tré at, -ot”) /‘peytriyat, -,pt/ n. [count] one 
who loves and defends his or her country: fs someone 
who disagrees with one’s government any less a patriot? 
—pa/tri-ot/ic, adj. —pa’tri-ot/ic-al-ly, adv. —pa/tri-ot- 
ism, 7. [Noricount] See -PATR-. 

pa-trol (pə trol’) /pa'trowl/ v., -trolled, -trol-ling, n. —v. 
1. (of a police officer, etc.) to pass regularly along (a 
route) or through (an area) to maintain order and secu- 
rity: [~ + obj]: patrolling the downtown area. (no obj): 
When they are out patrolling they need a partner for 
back-up. —n. 2. [count] a person or group that patrols. 
3. [noncourit] the act of patrolling: The cops were out on 
patrol. 

patrol’ car’, r. SQUAD CAR. 

pa-trol-man or -womean (pə trōl/mən) or (-wddm/an) 
/pa'trowlman/ or /-,womon/ n. [count], pl. -men or 
-wom-en. a police officer assigned to patrol. 

pa-tron (pa/tran) /'peytrən/ n. [count] 1. one who is a 
customer, esp. a regular one, of a store, etc.: Patrons 
must leave the hotel by 3:00 p.rn. 2. one who supports 
an artist, charity, etc., with money, etc.: a patron of the 
arts. See -PATR-. 

pa-tron-age (pa/tra nij, pa’-) /‘peytronid3, 'pæ-/ n. 
[roncount] 1. the financial support or business provided 
to a store, hotel, etc., by customers or paying guests: 
The management thanks you for your patronage. 2. a. 
the power of public officials to appoint their supporters, 
etc., to government jobs or to grant them favors. b. the 
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jobs or favors so given. 3. the support a patron gives to 
an artist, a charity, etc. See -PATR-. 

pa-tron-ize (pa/tra niz’, pa/-) /'peytra,nayz, 'pie-/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to give (a store, hotel, etc.) 
one’s regular business: He patronizes the same coffee 
shop daily. 2. to behave in an arrogant, proud, or conde- 
scending manner toward: “Stop patronizing me,” she 
complained to her boss. 3. to act aS a patron toward (an 
artist, etc.); Support. —pa/tron-iz’er, n. [count] See 
-PATR-. 

pa-tron-izing (pa/tra ni/zing, pa/-) /‘peytro,nayzim, 
'pæ-/ adj. behaving in an arrogant, proud, or conde- 
scending manner toward someone. See -PATR-. 

pa/tron saint’, n. [count] a saint who is the guardian 
of a person, group, etc. See -PATR-. 

pat-rosynymeic (pa’tra nim/ik) /,pewtro'nimtk/ n. [count] 
1. a name formed from the name of a father or ancestor, 
esp. by the addition of a suffix or prefix indicating de- 
scent, as Stevenson (son of Steven); Browning (son of 
Brown); or Macdonald (son of Dorniatd). —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. (of a family name) formed from the name of a 
father or ancestor. 3. (of a suffix or prefix) indicating de- 
scent from a father or ancestor. —pat/ro-nym/i-calely, 
adv. See -PATR-, -ONYM-. 

patsy (pat/sé) /'pætsiy/ n. [count], pl -sies. Slang. 1. 
one who is easily fooled or lets himself be badly treated. 
2. a person who takes the blame for something; fall guy. 

pat-ter’ (pat/ar) /‘pwtor/ v. [no obj] 1. to make a sound 
of many quick, light taps: The rain pattered on the tin 
roof, 2. to walk somewhere in tiny, quick, light steps: 
The child's feet pattered down the hal. —n. [count] 3. a 
rapid series of light tapping sounds. 

pat-ter? (pat/ar) /'pwtor/ n. [noncount] rapid talk used 
to attract attention, etc.: the patter of the auctioneer. 

pat-tern (pat7arn) 'pætərn/ n. [count] 1. a decorative 
design, as for wallpaper, made up of elements in a requ- 
lar arrangement: children’s wallpaper with a pattern of 
rainbows. 2. a recognizable combination of actions, qual- 
ities, etc., characteristic of a particular person or popula- 
tion: the behavior patterns of teenagers. 3. an original 
used as a guide: The U.S. Constitution has been a pat- 
tern for many newly independent countries. 4. anything 
designed to serve as a model or guide: a pattern for the 
dress. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to make, put together, or design 
(something) according to a pattern: He patterned his 
writing on his favorite author. 

patty (pat/ē) /'pætiy/ n. (count), pl -ties. 1. a thin, 
round piece of ground-up food, as of meat: hamburger 
patties on the grilt. 2. a little pie; pastry. 

pau-ciety (pô/si tē) /'positiy/ n. [(noncount] smallness of 
quantity; scarcity; scantiness: a paucity of funds. 

paunch (ponch, panch) /pontf, pantf/ n. [count] 1. a 
large belly, or one that sticks out; a potbelly. 2. the belly 
or abdomen. —paunch/’y, adj., -iver, -i-est.: getting 
paunchy from lack of exercise. 

Pau-per (p0/par) /‘popar/ n. [count] a person without 
any means of support; a poor person. —pau/per-ism, n. 
[noncount) 

pause (p0z) /poz/ n., v., paused, paus-ing. —n. [count] 
l. a temporary stop or rest: After a brief pause, he re- 


sumed his speech. —v. [no obj] 2. to make a brief stop: 


or delay: The pilot paused, then dove toward the target. 
—lIdiom. 3. give pause, to cause to hesitate or recon- 
sider, as from surprise or doubt: [give + obj + pause]: 
The presence of the bodyguards and their two machine 
guns gave him pause. [~ + pause + to + obj): The bit- 
ter cold gave pause to even the most curious ontooker. 

pave (pav) /peyv/ v. [~ + obj], paved, pav-ing. 1. to 
cover or lay (a road, etc.) with concrete, stones, etc., to 
make a firm, level surface: They always seem to pave the 
roads in hot weather. —Idiom. 2. pave the way for, 
[~ + obj] to prepare the way for; make possible: The ne- 
gotiations should pave the way for more business for us. 

pavement (pav/mant) /'‘peyvmont/ n. 1. [count] a 
paved road, highway, etc. 2. [noncount] a paved surface 
or floor: streets with cracked and broken pavement. 

pa-vileion (pa vil’yan) /pa'vilyan/ n. [count] 1. a light, 
usually open building, used for concerts, etc. 2. any of a 
number of buildings forming a hospital or the like. 3. a 
tent, esp. a large and elaborate one. 

pav-ing (pa/ving) /'peyvin/ n. [noncount] 1. a pavement. 
2. material for paving. 

paw (po) /po/ n. [count] 1. the foot of an animal that has 
claws or nails: The dog held up its sore paw. 2. Informal. 
the human hand, esp. one that is large, rough, or 
clumsy: “Keep your paws off me!” she screamed at him. 
—v. 3. to strike or scrape with the paws or feet: [~ + 


obj): The cat pawed the door. [~ + at 4+ obj): The cat 
pawed at the door, trying to get in. 4. {~ + obj] to han- 
dle (someone) clumsily, rudely, or without permission; 
grope: She testified that he first pawed her, then tried to 
rip off her clothes. 

Pawn’ (pon) /pon/ v. [~ + obj] to deposit (something 
valuable) as security, as for money borrowed, esp. with a 
pawnbroker: Fe pawned his watch to raise the money. 

pawn’ (pon) /pon/ n. [count] 1. one of eight chess 
pieces of one color and of the lowest value. 2. one used 
to further another person’s purposes: an unwitting pawn 
in the power gamie. 

pawn-bro-ker (pôn/brō/kər) /'pon,browkar/ n. [count] 
one whose business is lending money at interest on per- 
sonal property deposited with the lender until claimed 
later. —pawn/bro/king, pawn/bro’ker-age, n. [non- 
count] 

pawn-shop (pon/shop’) /'pon,fop/ n. [count] the shop 
of a pawnbroker. 

Paw-paw or papaw (pd/pd/, pa pd’) /'po,po, pa'po/ n. 
1. [count] a tree of the eastern U.S., having large, oblong 
leaves and purplish flowers. 2. [roncourit] the fleshy fruit 
of this tree, which can be eaten. 3. PAPAYA. 

pay (pa) /pcy/ v., paid or payed, pay-ing, n., adj. —v. 1. 
to settle (a debt, etc.) by handing over money or goods, 
or by doing something: [~ + obj]: He paid the bill 
promptly. [no obj): Can I pay by credit card? 2. to give 
over (money) (to someone) in exchange for something: 
[~ + obj): She paid him for the yard work. [~ + obj + 
obj): She paid him fifty dollars for the yard work. [~ + 
obj + to + verb): She paid him to clean up the yard. {~ 
+ Obj + obj + to + verb): She paid him fifty dollars to 
clean up the yard. [no obj): Teaching pays poorly. 3. 
[not: be + ~ -ing] to be worthwhile (to): [no obj): Crime 
does not pay. [It + ~ + to + verb]: Sometimes it pays 
to be courteous. 4. [~ + obj) to give back or yield as a 
return: The stock paid six percent last year. 5. to give 
(attention, etc.), when it is proper to do so: [~ + obj]: At 
the funeral I paid my respects and left. [~ + obj + to + 
obj): The class was not paying attention to the teacher. 
[~ + obj + obj): She paid him a nice compliment. 6. to 
make (a call, etc.): [~ + obj + to + obj}: ł paid a visit to 
the widow's house. [~ + obj + obj]: She paid us a visit 
but then wouldn't leave. 7. to suffer in punishment; un- 
dergo: [~ + obj]: to pay the penalty for his crimes. [no 
obj): FH make him pay for his treachery. 8. pay back, a. 
to repay or return: [~ + back + obj}. He paid back every 
cent he owed. [~ + obj + back]: I lent him money but 
he hasn't paid me back. [~ + obj + back + obj): He 
paid me back the money he owed. b. [~ + obj + back] 
to take action against another in return for some hurt or 
offense; punish: She paid him back for cheating on her 
by finding a new boyfriend. 9. pay off, a. to pay (some- 
one) everything due that person, esp. wages: [~ + obj + 
off}: The company paid him off and he le. [~ + off + 
obj): The company paid off as many workers as it could 
before bankruptcy. b. to pay (a debt) in full: [~ + off + 
obj): He paid off the debt. [~ + obj + off]: He paid the 
debt off. c. Informal. to bribe: [~ + obj + off]: When the 
guard asks for your papers, see if you can pay him off. {~ 
+ off + obj): to pay off the border guard. d. [no obj) to 
result in success: That last move just didn't pay off. 10. 
pay out, a. to distribute (money, etc.); disburse: [~ + 
out + obj): The insurance companies are paying out a 
lot of money to settle their claims. [~ + obj + ont): 
They paid the money out in small amounts. b. to let out 
(a rope) by slackening: [~ + out + obj]: paid out a few 
more yards of rope. [~ + obj + out]: had only paid a 
yard or two out when the rope tightened. 11. pay up, 
[no obj] to pay fully: / won the bet; pay up! —n. [non- 
count] 12. the act of paying or being paid; payment: 
They'lt do anything for pay. 13. wages or salary paid for 
work: The pay isn't so good. —adj. 14. operated by de- 
positing coins: a pay phone. 15. relating to or requiring 
payment. —Idiom. 16. pay through the nose, to pay 
a price that is much too high: They wound up paying 
through the nose for that car. —pay/er, n. (count) 

pay-a-ble (pa’a bal) /'peyabal/ adj. [be + ~ that 
should or must be paid; due: The dentist's bill is payable 
on the first of the month. 

pay’ dirt’, n. (noncount) 1. soil, gravel, or ore that can 
be mined at a profit. 2. Informal. any source of success 
or wealth: to hit pay dirt. 

pay-ee (pa ē/) /pey'ty/ n. [count], pl. -ees. one to whom 
money is paid: Endorse the check by signing it over to 
the payee. 

pay-load (pa/ldd’) /'pey,lowd/ n. [count] 1. the part of a 
cargo that produces income, usually expressed in weight. 


paymaster to peculiarity 


2. the bomb load, warhead, cargo, or passengers of an 
aircraft, rocket, missile, etc. 

pay-mas-ter (pa/mas/tor) /‘pey, miestor/ n. [count] one 
whose job in a company, etc., is to pay out wages. 

payement (pa/mant) /‘peymont/ n. 1. [count] something 
paid; an amount paid: payments of several million dol- 
lars. 2. [noncount] the act of paying. 

pay-off (pa/6f’, -of’) /'pey,of, -,pf/ n. [count] 1. [usually 
singular] the payment of a salary, debt, etc.; the time at 
which such payment is made. 2. Informal. the outcome 
of a series of events; climax. 3. a settlement, as in pun- 
ishment or reward. 4. Informal. Brise: payoffs to inves- 
tors and contractors. 

pay’ phone’, n. [count] a public telephone requiring 
that the caller deposit coins to pay for a call. 

payroll (pa/rdl’) /‘pey,rowl/ n. [count] 1. a list of em- 
ployees to be paid, with the amount owed to each. 2. [u- 
sually singular) the sum total of these amounts. 

PC or P.C., an abbreviation of: 1. Peace Corps. 2. pl. 
PCs or PC’s or P.C.’s. personal computer. 3. Brit. Police 
Constable. 4. political correctness; politically correct. 

PCB, n. [count], pl. PCB's, PCBs. a highly poisonous 
compound, formerly used in industry. 

pct., an abbreviation of: percent. 

pd., an abbreviation of: paid. 

pea (pē) /piy/ n., pl. peas, adj. —n. [count] 1. the round, 
edible seed of a widely grown plant of the legume family: 
peas and carrots as a side dish. 2. the plant itself. 3. any 
of different but similar plants or their seed, as the chick- 
pea. —adj. 4. [before a noun) of or relating to peas: pea 
soup. 

peace (pēs) /piys/ n. 1. [noncount] freedom from war; 
absence of fighting between nations. 2. [noncount] a 
state of harmony between people: Why can't we just live 
in peace? 3. [noncount] freedom from civil commotion; 
public order and security: The police keep the peace. 4. 
[noncount] freedom from anxiety or annoyance: peace of 
mind. 5. [noncount] a state of tranquillity or serenity: a 
feeling of peace after prayer. 6. [noncount) silence; still- 
ness: some peace and quiet in the countryside. 7. 
[count] a treaty that ends a war or fighting: an honorable 
peace. —Idiom. 8. at peace, [be + ~] a. ina state of 
not fighting; not at war: a nation once again at peace. b. 
untroubled; peaceful; tranquil. c. having died; deceased. 
9. hold or keep one’s peace, to keep from, or stop, 
speaking; keep silent: He kept his peace and waited for 
me to speak first. 10. make one’s peace with, [~ + 
obj] to stop arguing with (someone): She had made her 
peace with him years ago. 11. make peace, to arrange 
an end of fighting or antagonism. 

peace-a-ble (pē/sə ba!) /‘piysabal/ adj. willing to avoid 
fighting or quarreling. 

peace-ful (pés/fal) /‘piysfal/ adj. 1. free from war or 
fighting: a peaceful decade. 2. peaceable; not willing or 
eager to fight: a peaceful man. —peace/’ful-ly, adv. 

peace-mak-er (pés/ma/kar) /‘piys,meykar/ n. [count] a 
person, group, or nation that tries to make peace. 
—peace/mak’/ing, n. [noncount), adj. 

peace-time (pés/tim’) /'piys,taym/ n. [noncount] a pe- 
riod of freedom from war: During peacetime he flew 
commercial airliners. 

peach (péch), m. 1. the round, pink-to-yellow, fuzzy- 
skinned fruit of a tree of the rose family: [count]: a Cou- 
ple of peaches. (noncount): pies with fillings of peach or 
pear. 2. (count) the tree itself. 3. (count) Informal. a per- 
son or thing that is attractive and liked. 
pea-cock (pé/kok’) /'piy,kok/ n. [count], pl. -cocks, 
(esp. when thought of as a group) -cock. 1. a male bird 
known for its long, erect, bright, shining tail feathers that 
are marked with eyelike spots and can be spread in a 
fan. 2. one too interested in his or her appearance. 
pea’ jack/et, n. [count] a short, double-breasted coat 
of navy-blue wool, originally worn by seamen. Also called 
pea-coat (pé/kot’) /‘piy, kowt/. 
peak (pék) /piyk/ n. [count] 1. the pointed top of a 
mountain or ridge. 2. a mountain with a pointed top. 3. 
the pointed top of anything. 4. the most important level; 
the maximum point or volume of anything: at the peak of 
her career. 5. the front piece of a cap that sticks out over 
the eyes. —v. [no obj] 6. to stick out or forward in a 
peak. 7. to reach a peak of activity, development, etc.: 
Itis popularity peaked after the convention. —adj. [be- 
fore a nourn) 8. attaining the highest level, point, etc.: 
peak performance, 9. of or being the time when traffic, 
use, or demand is greatest and charges, etc., are high- 
est: during the peak travel season. 
peak-ed (pé/kid) /'piykid/ adj. pale and tired-looking. 
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peal (pél) /piyl/ n. [count] 1. a loud, long ringing of 
bells. 2. any loud, long sound or series of sounds, as of 
thunder or laughter: peals of laughter. —v. 3. to (cause 
to) make a loud, ringing sound: [no obj): The church 
bells pealed after the news of the peace treaty. [~ + 
obj): They pealed the church bells joyously. 

peaenut (pé/nut’, -nat) /‘piy,nat, -not/ n. [count] 1. the 
pod or nut of a plant of the legume family. 2. the plant 
itself. 3. any small or insignificant person or thing. 4. 
peanuts, [plural] Informal. a very small amount of 
money: got peanuts for our old Car. 

pea/nut but/ter, n. [noncount) a paste made from 
ground, roasted peanuts: a sandwich of peanut butter 
and jelly. 

pear (par) /peor/ n. 1. the rounded fruit of a tree of the 
rose family: [count]: Pears were fifty cents each. [non- 
count): a filling of pear and peach in the pie. 2. [count] 
the tree itself. 

pearl (purl) /p3rl/ n. 1. [count] a smooth, rounded bead, 
formed within the shells of oysters, valued as a gem. 2. 
[count] something resembling this, as in costume jew- 
elry. 3. [count] something precious or choice: pearls of 
wisdom. 4. [noncount] a pale gray, often with a bluish 
tinge. 5. MOTHER-OF-PEARL. —adj. [before a noun] 6. of or 
resembling a pearl. —pearl’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

peas-ant (pez/ant) /‘pezant/ n. [count] 1. a member of 
a class of small farmers of low social rank, as in Europe: 
tried to unify the workers and peasants. 2. an unedu- 
cated person lacking in good manners. —adj. (before a 
noun] 3. of or relating to peasants. 

peas-antery (pez/ən tré) /pezontriy/ n. [noncount] 
peasants thought of as a group: The peasantry is afraid 
to go against the dictator's policies. 

peat (pét) /piyt/ n. [noncount] 1. material found in 
marshy regions, made of partially decayed vegetable 
matter. 2. such vegetable matter used as fertilizer or 
fuel. 

peat’ moss’, n. [noncount] 1. any moss from which 
peat may form. 2. such moss when dried, used chiefly as 
a place where seeds may be planted. 

peb-ble (peb/al) /'pebol/ n. [count] a small, rounded 
stone, esp. one worn down by the action of water. 
—peb/bly, adj., -bli-er, -bli-est. 

pe-can (pi kan’, -kan’, pé/kan) /pr'kan, -'kæn, 'piykæn/ 
n. [count] 1. a tall hickory tree of the southern U.S. and 
Mexico, grown for its smooth-shelled, edible nuts. Pan Gl 
nut of this tree. 

pec-caedil-lo (peka dil/ō) /,peko'dilow/ m. [count], pl. 
-loes, -los. a minor or slight fault or offense. 

peck! (pek) /pek/ n. [count] 1. a unit of measurement 
for dry goods, equal to 8 quarts; the fourth part of a 
bushel, equal to 537.6 cubic inches (8.81 liters). 2. a 
container for measuring this quantity. 3. a considerable 
quantity: a peck of trouble. 

peck? (pek) /pek/ v. 1. to strike or pierce with the beak, 
as a bird does: [~ + obj]: The birds pecked a hole in the 
bag of seed. [no obj): birds pecking at the ground. 2 
+ obj] to kiss (someone) lightly on the cheek: She 
pecked him quickly on the cheek, 3. peck at, [~ + at + 
obj] a. to nibble at (food) without much interest: sat 
there pecking at his meal. b. to nag: kept pecking at him 
to load the dishwasher. —n. [count] 4. a quick stroke, as 
in pecking. 5. a quick, light kiss: a little peck on the 
cheek. 

peck/ing or/der, n. [count] 1. Also, peck’ or’der. the 
order of dominance among certain birds in which each 
bird’s social position is maintained by pecking a bird of 
lower status. 2. an order or hierarchy of position or au- 
thority in a human group. 

pec-tin (pek/tin) /'‘pektin/ n. [noncount] a white sub- 
stance present in ripe fruits, used to thicken fruit jellies. 
—pec:tic (pek/tik) /‘pektik/ pec/tin-ous, adj. 

pec-to-ral (pek/ter al) /‘pektoral/ adj. 1. of, in, on, or 
relating to the chest or breast: large pectoral muscles. 
—n. [count] 2. a pectoral body part or organ, as a pecto- 
ral muscle. 

pe-cueliar (pi kyool’yar) /pi'kyuwlyor/ adj. 1. strange; 
queer; odd: a peculiar noise coming from the car engine. 
2. characteristic of some person, group, or thing: the pe- 
culiar properties of that drug. [be + ~ + to): an expres- 
sion that is peculiar to Canadians. —pe-cu/liar-ly, adv. 

pe-curli-arsiety (pi kyoo/lé ar/i tē) /pi,kyuwliy'æritiy/ n., 
pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] the quality or condition of being 
peculiar, 2. [count] a manner or way of thinking that is 
odd or strange: has some funny peculiarities, like stand- 
ing on one foot while she talks. 3. [count] a quality dis- 
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tinctive to only one group or thing: the peculiarities of 
her Midwestern dialect. 

pecuniary (pi kyoo/né er/é) /pi'kyuwniy,eriy/ adj. of, 
relating to, or consisting of money. 

-ped-', root. -ped- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “foot.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BIPED, CENTIPEDE, EXPEDIENT, EXPEDITE, EXPEDITION, IMPEDE, 
IMPEDIMENT, MILLIPEDE, MOPED, PEDAL, PEDESTAL, PEDESTRIAN, 
PEDICURE, PEDOMETER, QUADRUPED. 

-ped-?, root. -ped- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “child.” This meaning is found in such words as: 


ENCYCLOPEDIA, ORTHOPEDIC, PEDAGOGUE, PEDAGOGY, PEDER- 
ASTY, PEDIATRICIAN, PEDIATRICS. 
ped-a-gogue or ped-a-gog (ped’a gog’, -gôg/) 


/pedo,gog, -,gog/ n. [count] 1. a teacher; schoolteacher. 
2. one who is overly formal or pays too much attention 
to small, unimportant details. See -peD-?°. 

ped-a-go-gy (ped’/a gō/jē, -goj/é) /'pedo,gowd3iy, 
-,god3iy/ n. [noncount] 1. the work of a teacher; teach- 
ing. 2. the art or science of teaching. —ped-a-gog:-ic 
(ped’a goj’tk, -gō/jik) /,peda'gnd3ik, -'gowd31k/ ped/a- 
gog/i-cal, adj. See -PeD-°?. 

pedal (ped/|; for also péd/l) /'pedl; for also 'piydl/ n., 
v., -aled, -aling or (esp. Brit.) -alled, -al-ling. —n. 
[count] 1. a foot-operated lever to control, activate, or 
power various mechanisms: got her feel langled on the 
bicycle pedals. 2. a foot-operated lever on a keyboard 
musical instrument. —v. 3. to work or use pedals, as in 
riding a bicycle: [no Obj): He pedated furiously up the hilt. 
[~ + obj): He could hardly pedal the bike up the hilt. 
See -peED-!. 

ped-ant (ped/nt) /'‘pednt/ n. [count] 1. one who enjoys 
displaying learning. 2. one too concerned with minor de- 
tails, esp. in teaching: a boring, uninspiring pedant 
whose students fall asleep in his classes. 3. one too con- 
cerned with book knowledge without regard to conimon 
sense. —pedan-tic (pa dan/tik) /po'dientrk/ adj. 
—ped/antery, n. [nonconnt] See -PED?-. 

ped-dle (ped/l) /'pedl/ v., -dled, -dling. 1. to go with or 
Carry (goods, esp. small articles) from place to place for 
sale; hawk: [~ + obj]: peddling some useless medicine. 
[no obj): peddling on the Lower East Side. 2. [~ + obj] 
to deal out or attempt to spread: Jo peddle radical ideas. 
—ped/dler, n. [conni] See -peo!'-. 

ped-er-as-ty (ped’a ras/té, pé/da-) /'pedəræstiy, 
‘ptyda-/ n. [noncount] sexual relations between a man 
and a boy. —ped/er-ast’, n. [count] See -PeD-?. 

ped-es-tal (ped/a stl) /‘pedastl/ n. [cont] 1. a support- 
ing base esp. for a column, statue, etc. —Idiom. 2. set 
or put on a pedestal, [sepul + obj + on a pedestal] 
to believe (someone) to be great; to glorify: idealize: 
tended to put women on a pedestal. See -peo-'. 

pe-des-trisan (pa des/tré an) /pa'destriyan/ n. [count] 
1. one who travels on foot: Pedestrians have lo dodge 
cars, buses, and bicycles. See illustration at STREET. 
—adj. 2. going or performed on foot. 3. of or intended 
for walking: a pedestrian crossing. 4. lacking in liveliness 
Or imagination; commonplace: a pedestnan account of 
the leader's rise to power. See -peo-'. 

pe-di-at-rics (pé/dé a/triks) /,piydiy'wtriks/ nm. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb} the branch of medicine 
concerned with the development, care, and diseases of 
babies and children: Pediatrics was his specialty. —pe/di- 
at/ric, adj. —pe-di-a-tri-cian (pé/dé Ə trish’an) /,piydi- 
yo'trifan/ n. [count] See -eeo-?. 

ped-i-cure (ped/i kyddér’) /'pedi,kyor/ n. 1. [noncount 
professional care of the feet, as removal of corns and 
trimming of toenails. 2. [count] a single such treatment. 
—ped/i-cur/ist, n. [conni] See -PED-!', -cuRA-, 

ped-i-gree (ped/i gré’) /‘pedi,griy/ n. 1. one’s ancestral 
line; lineage; ancestry: [noncount): a study of Iheir pedi- 
gree. [count]: a pedigree spanning centuries. 2. a record 
of the ancestry of an animal, esp. of a purebred animal: 
{noncount}: great pedigree. (count): the pedigree of a 
collie. 3. {noncoun!] distinguished or pure ancestry. 
—adj. Also, ped/i-greed’. 4. having established pure- 
bred ancestry: a pedigree collie. 

pe-dom-e-ter (pa domi tar) /pa'domitar/ n. [count] an 
instrument that measures the distance walked or run, by 
recording the number of steps taken. See -PED-', -METER-. 
pee (pē) /piy/ v., peed, pee-ing, n. Slang (sometimes 
considered vitigar). —v. [no obj) 1. to urinate. —n. 2. 
[noncound) urine. 3. [count] an act of urinating. 

peek (pék) /piyk/ v. [no obj) 1. to glance quickly or se- 
cretly; peep: Can we peek at the presents? —n. [count] 
2. a quick or secret look or glance; peep: a quick peek at 
the document on her desk. 


pecuniary to -pel- 


peel (pél) /piyl/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to strip (something) of its 
skin, rind, etc.: to peel and boil some potatoes. 2. [no 
obj) (of skin, paint, etc.) to come off in pieces: My skin 
peeled after the sunburn, 3. {~ + obj) to strip away from 
something: fo peel paint from a car. 4. peel off, [no obj] 
to make a turn away from a group: One by one the jets 
peeled off from the formation and dove for their targets. 
—n. [nonconnt)] 5. the skin or rind of a fruit or vegetable: 
grated lenon peel. Idiom. 6. keep one’s eyes 
Peeled, [no obj] to watch carefully; be alert: Keep your 
eyes peeled for the turnoff, —peeler, n. [count] 

peeling (pé/ling) /'piylin/ n. [count] a piece, as of skin 
or rind, peeled off: potato peelings. 

peep’ (pép) /piyp/ v. [no obj] 1. to look through a small 
opening or from a hidden or secret location: peeping 
through the curtains. 2. to come partly into view; begin 
to appear: The winter sun peeped briefly over the monn- 
taintop. —n. [count] 3. a quick or secret look. 4. the first 
appearance, as of dawn. —peep/er, n. [court] 

peep? (pep) /piyp/ n. [conni] 1. a short, high-pitched, 
shrill little cry or sound, as of a young bird. 2. a slight 
sound or remark, as of complaint: / don't want to hear a 
peep out of you! —v. [10 obj) 3. to make a short, high- 
pitched, shrill little cry. 

peep-hole (pép/hol’) /'piyp,howl nm. [count] a small 
hole, as in a door, through which to look. 

Peep/ing Tom’, n. [cont] one who receives sexual 
pleasure by watching others secretly: The police discov- 
ered thal the Peeping Tom had a telescope. 

peer’ (per) /ptor/ n. [count] 1. one who is the equal of 
another in abilities or social status: a jury of his peers. 2. 
a member of any of the five degrees of the nobility in 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

peer? (pér) /pror/ v. [no obj) 1. to look searchingly, as in 
making an effort to see clearly: He peered at the com- 
pitter screen, wondering what his programming mistake 
was. 2. to appear slightly; come into view: The sun 
peered briefly out of the leaden skies. 

peer-age (pēr/ij) /prortd3/ n. 1. [noncount} the body of 
the peers of a country. 2. [count] the rank of a peer: He 
was hoping for a peerage by Christmas. 

peer-less (pér/lis) /‘piorlis/ adj. having no equal; unri- 
valed: played the cello with peerless skill. 

peeve (pēv) /piyv/ v., peeved, peev-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
annoy: [~ + obj]: Their last loss really peeved the coach. 
[it + ~ + obj + Ihat clause): It really peeved the coach 
Ihat his team lost again. —n. (count) 2. something caus- 
ing annoyance or irritation: His pet peeve was that no 
one made their beds in the morning. 

pee-vish (pé/vish) /'piyvif/ adj. irritable, grouchy, or 
cranky: When he doesn’t get enough sleep he is peevish 
alt day. —pee/vishely, adv.: peevishly refirsed to help. 
—pee/vish-ness, n. [noncoint] 

pee-wee, pi. - wees. (pée/we’) /'piy,wiy/ n. [count] In- 
formal. a person or thing that is unusually small. 

peg (peg) /peg/ n., v, pegged, peg-ging, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a shaped pin of wood, metal, etc., driven into 
something as a fastening, support, stopper, etc.: Mung 
his coat on the peg by the door. 2. a notch, level, or de- 
gree: fo come down a peg. 3. Informal. a hard throw, 
esp. as to a base in baseball: His peg to the plate beat 
the runner trying lo score. 4. Brit. cLoTHEsPIN. —v. 5. to 
fasten with or as if with pegs: [~ (+ down) + obj): 
worked quickly to peg down the canopy. [~ + obj (+ 
down)}: quickly pegged it down. 6. [~ + obj] to keep (a 
price, etc.) at a set level: The dollar was no longer 
pegged to the British pound. 7. [~ + obj] Informal. to 
throw (a ball) forcefully: pegged the ball to second base. 
8.[~ + obj + as + obj) Informal. to identify; label; clas- 
Sify: She pegged him as a loser. 9. peg away, {no obj) 
to work continuously or for a long time at something: 
pegging away at his homework. 

peg’ leg’, n. [count] 1. an artificial leg, esp. a wooden 
one. 2. a person with an artificial leg. 

peign-oir (pan war’, pen-, pan/’war, pen/-) /peyn'war, 
pen-, 'peynwar, 'pen-/ n. [coun] a woman's loose dress- 
ing gown. 

pe-jo-rra-tive (pi jor’a tiv, -jor’-) /pi'd3zorativ, -'d3pr-/ 
adj. 1. (of a word) having a disparaging, derogatory, or 
belittling force. —n. [conni] 2. a pejorative form or word. 

Pe-king-ese or Pe-kineese (pē/kə néz’, -nés’) /,pi- 
yko'niyz, -'niys/ n., ph -ese for 1, adj. —u. [conni] 1. 
one of a Chinese breed of small dogs having a long, silky 
coat and a flat, wrinkled muzzle. —adj. 2. of or relating 
to this breed. 

-pel-, rool. -pel- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “drive; push.” It is related to the root -puts-. 


pelican to pennant 


This meaning is found in such words as: COMPEL, DISPEL, 
EXPEL, IMPEL, PROPEL, PROPELLER, REPEL, REPELLANT. 
pelican (peli kan) /‘pelikan/ n. [count] a large, web- 
footed bird of warmer regions of the world, having a 
throat pouch that expands. 

pel-la-gra (pə lag/ra, -la/gra, -la/-) /pa'lagra, -'leygrə, 
-‘la-/ a. [noncount] a disease caused by a lack of niacin 
in the diet, characterized by skin changes, neurological 
problems, and diarrhea. 

pel-let (pel/it) /‘pelit/ o. [couat] 1. a small, rounded 
body, as of food or medicine: They fed their pet little 
green pellets of food. 2. a small ball of metal, like a bul- 
let, made to be shot from a shotgun. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
hit with pellets. 

pell-mell or pell-mell (peme) /‘pel'mel/ adv. 1. 
done too fast and without enough care or thinking: ran 
pell-mell into the crowd. —adj. 2. disorderly or confused. 
3. in too much of a hurry; rash. 

pel-luecid (pa la0/sid) /pa'luwsid/ adj. 1. allowing light 
to pass most easily, as glass; translucent. 2. Clear in 
meaning or expression. See -LUC-. 

pelt! (pelt) /pelt/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to attack (someone) 
with repeated blows: The crowd began to pelt him with 
rocks. 2. [~ + obj] to attack (someone) with shouting, 
etc.: pelted with questions about his new policy. 3. [no 
obj] to beat or pound without stopping: rain pelting 
dow. 

pelt? (pelt) /pelt/ n. [noncount] the untanned hide or skin 
of an animal. 

pelvis (pelvis) /'pelvis/ n. [count], pl. -vis-es, -ves 
(-véz) /-viyz/. 1. the bowl-like space in the lower trunk of 
the body at the hips and the end of the spine. 2. the 
bones forming this cavity. —pel/vic, adj. 

pen’ (pen) /pen/ n., v., penned, pen-ning. —n. [covat) 1. 
any of various instruments for writing or drawing with ink. 
See illustration at scHooL. 2. the pen as a symbol of writ- 
ing; authorship: The pen is mightier than the sword. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to write or draw with or as if with a pen: fo 
pen an essay. 

pen? (pen) /pen/ n., v., penned, pen-ning. —n. [count] 1. 
a small fenced-in area for domestic animals. 2. a play- 
pen. 3. BULLPEN (defs. 1, 2). —v. [~ + obj] 4. to confine 
in or as if in a pen: The animals were penned there for 
weeks. 

pen? (pen) /pen/ n. Slang. PENITENTIARY. 

-pen-, root. -pen- comes from Latin and Greek, where it 
has the meanings “penalty; wrong,” and hence “repent.” 
These meanings are found in such words as: IMPENITENT, 
PENAL, PENALIZE, PENITENCE, PENOLOGY, REPENT, SUBPOENA. 

Pen. or pen., an abbreviation of: peninsula. 

penal (pēn/l) /‘piynl/ adj. of or relating to punishment, 
as for crimes or offenses: a penal code. See -PEN-. 

pe-nal-ize (pén/I iz’, pen’-) /‘piynl,ayz, 'pen-/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to punish (someone) with a pen- 
alty: You will be penalized if you come in late to Class. 2. 
to punish (someone) by putting him or her under a 
handicap: penalized the Giants fileen yards on that play. 
—pe-nali-za-tion (pén/l i za/shan, pen’-) / piyn- 
l'zeyfan, ,pen-/ n. [noncount] See -PEN-. 

penalty (pen/! tē) /'penltiy/ o. [count], pl. -ties. 1. a 
punishment for breaking a law or violating a rule: stiff 
penalties for insider trading. 2. a loss because of failing 
to fulfill some obligation, as a sum of money: substantial 
penalties for withdrawing your money early from this kind 
of account. See -PEN-. 

pen-ance (pen/ans) /‘penons/ n. 1. a punishment to 
show sorrow for one’s sins: [noncount]: For every sin you 
must do penance. [count]: a penance of a rosary for your 
sins. 2. [proper noun; often: Penance] a sacrament, as in 
the Roman Catholic Church, of confession, repentance, 
and forgiveness for one’s sins. See -PEN-. 

pence (pens) /pens/ n. (plural) Brit. (used after a num- 
ber in referring to a sum of money, rather than to the 
coins themselves) pl. Of PENNY: Sixpence. 

pen-chant (pen/chent) /‘pentfant/ n. [count] a strong 
desire, interest, taste, or liking for something: a penchant 
for fast cars. See -PEND-. 

pen-cil (pen/sal) /‘pensoal/ n., v., -ciled, -cileing or (esp. 
Brit.) -cilled, -cil-ling. —n. 1. a slender tube of wood, 
metal, etc., containing a thin piece of graphite, etc., used 
for writing or drawing: [count]: broke the point on his 
pencil. (noncount; in + ~): Write your answers in pencil. 
See illustration at SCHOOL. 2. [count] a stick of cosmetic 
coloring material for use on the eyebrows: an eyebrow 
pencil. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to write, draw, or mark with or 
as if with a pencil: penciled a note at the erid of the 
niemo. 4 pencil in, to add, schedule, or list (something) 
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that may be changed, by or as if by writing down in pen- 
cil: [~ + in + obj): penciled in the names of several 
players who might be needed if the star was too ill. [~ + 
obj + in): I'll pencil you in for ten o'clock. 

-pend-, root. -pend- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “hang; be suspended or weighed.” This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: APPEND, APPENDAGE, APPEN- 
DIX, COMPENDIUM, DEPEND, EXPEND, IMPENDING, INDEPENDENT, 
PENDANT, PENDING, PENDULOUS, PENDULUM, SPEND, STIPEND, 
SUSPEND. 

pend-ant (pen/dənt) /‘pendont/ n. [count] Also, pend- 
ent. 1. a hanging ornament on a necklace. —adj. 2. 
PENDENT. SEE -PEND-. 

pend-ent (pen/dant) /‘pendant/ adj. Also, pendant. 1. 
hanging or suspended. 2. overhanging; jutting. 3. (esp. 
of a lawsuit) undecided; pending. —n. 4. PENDANT. 

pending (pen/ding) /'pendin/ prep. 1. while awaiting; 
until: We'll do this work pending his return. 2. during: 
pending the trial. —adj. 3. awaiting decision or settle- 
ment: That case is still pending. 4. about to happen; im- 
pending: Dad knew the driving test was pending; why 
was he late? See -PEND-. 

pen-durlous (penja las, pen/dyə-, -də-) /['pend3ələs, 
'pendyə-, -də-/ adj. hanging down loosely: pendulous 
blossoms. See -PEND-. 

pen-du-lum (penja lam, pen/dya-, -da-) /‘pend3olom, 
'pendya-, -da-/ n. [count] 1. a weight hanging from a 
fixed point so as to move back and forth by the action of 
gravity and momentum. 2. something that may change 
from one position to another and back again: the pendu- 
lum of public opinion, See -PEND-. 

pen-e-trate (pen/i trat’) /‘peni,treyt/ v., -trat-ed, -trat 
ing. 1. to pierce or pass into or through: [~ + obj]: The 
bullet penetrated the wall. [no obj): Maybe the bullet 
didn't penetrate. 2. to enter the interior of: [~ + obj]: to 
penetrate a forest. [no obj): The explorers penetrated 
into the interior. 3. to spread through; seem to be every- 
where in; permeate: [~ + obj]: The tobacco smoke pen- 
etrated the room. [no obj]: That cigarette smoke really 
penetrates, doesu't it? 4 [~ + obj) to arrive at the 
meaning of; comprehend: fo penetrate the mysteries of 
Finstein’s theories. 5. [~ + obj) to obtain a share of (a 
market): fo penetrate the coffee market. —pen-e-tra-ble 
(pen/i tra bal) /‘penitrabal/ adj. 

pen-e-trat-ing (pen/i tra/ting) /‘penitreytin/ adj. 1. 
able or tending to penetrate. 2. acute; showing great 
ability to notice or understand: a penetrating remark. 

pen-e-tra-tion (pen/i tra’shan) /,peni'treyfan/ n. 1. the 
act or power of penetrating: [count]: enemy penetrations 
into our territory. [poncount): a fighter capable of pene- 
tration of enemy defenses. 2. [noncount] the ability to 
understand quickly and easily; insight: the student's pen- 
etration of this theorem. 

pen-guin (peng/qwin, pen/-) /‘pengwin, ‘pen-/ n. [count] 
a flightless water-dwelling bird of the Southern Hemi- 
sphere, having webbed feet and flipperlike wings. 

pen-i-cil-lin (pen/a siin) /,peno'silin/ n. [noncount] an 
antibiotic produced from molds. 

peninssuela (pa nin’sa lə, -nins’ya la) /pa'ninsols, 
-'ninsyalo/ n. [count], pl. -las. an area of land almost 
surrounded by water. —pen-in/suclar, adj. 

penis (pé/nis) /'piynis/ n. [count], pl. -nis-es, -nes (- 
néz) /-niyz/. the male sex organ, and, in mammals, the 
organ through which urine is released from the body. 
—pernile (pēn/l, pé/nil) /‘piynl, 'piynayl/ adj. 

pen-i-tent (pen/i tant) /'‘penitant/ adj. 1. expressing sor- 
row for wrongdoing and desiring to make up for the 
wrong; repentant; contrite. —n. [count] 2. a penitent per- 
son. —pen/i-tence, n. [noncount] —pen-i-tenctial 
(pen/i ten’shal) /,peni'tenfal/ adj. —pen/i-tent-ly, adv. 
See -PEN-. 

pen-i-ten-tiaery (pen/i ten/sha rē) /,peni'tenforiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. a place for imprisonment or punish- 
ment. See -PEN-. 

pen-knife (pen/nif’) /‘pen,nayf/ n. [count], pl. -knives. a 
small pocketknife. 

pen-man-ship (pen’man ship’) /‘penmoan,fip/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the art of handwriting; use of the pen in writ- 
ing. 2. a person's style or manner of handwriting: My 
penmanship was always the worst in the class. 

Penn. or Penna., an abbreviation of: Pennsylvania. 

pen’ name’, n. [count] a name used by a writer that is 
not his or her real name; nom de plume. 

pen-nant (pen/ant) /‘penont/ n. [count] 1. a long flag 
that gradually tapers toward one end. 2. a flag serving as 
an emblem of victory or championship, esp. in baseball. 
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pen-nieless (pen/i lis) /'penilis/ adj. 
money; destitute. 

pen-ny (pen’é) /‘penty/ n., [count] pl. pensnies, (esp. 
when thought of as a group for 2-4) pence. 1. a unit of 
money of different nations, as Australia, Canada, and the 
U.S., a coin equal to Yoo of a dollar; one cent. 2. Also 
called new penny. a unit of money of the United King- 
dom, a coin equal to “oo of a pound. 3.a unit of money 
equal to Aso Of the former British pound or to ~: of the 
former British shilling. 4. a unit of money of Ireland, 
equal to Yoo of the Irish pound. 5. a sum of money: 
{every + ~]: to spend every penny to send his kids to 
college (= to spend all of one’s money). [with a negative 
word or phrase]: He hasn't got a penny to his name (= 
He has no money). —Idiom. 6. a bad penny, some- 
one or something undesirable. 7. a penny for your 
thoughts, (used to ask the listener what he or she is 
thinking about): "A penny for your thoughts?"— “Oh, | 
was thinking of the last time we were in Paris.” 8. a 
pretty penny, a great sum of money: spent a pretty 
penny fixing up their house. 

pen/ny pinch/er, n. [count] a stingy person; a person 
not willing to spend money. —pen/ny-pinch‘ing, n. 
[noncount): It’s a bit late for penny-pinching now; the 
deficit is too huge. 

pen-ny-weight (pen/é wat’) /'peniy,weyt/ n. [count] (in 
certain systems of measurement or weight) a unit of 24 
grains or %2 of an ounce (1.555 grams). Abbr.: dwt, pwt 

pe-nol-o-gy (pē nol/a jé) /piy'nnlod3iy/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the study of the punishment of crime. 2. the study of the 
management of prisons. —pe-nol/o-gist, n. [count] See 
-PEN-. 

pen’ pal’, n. [count] a person with whom one keeps up 
an exchange of letters, usually someone far away: My 
daughter's pen pal is a girl her age in Uganda. 

pen-sion (pen/shan; Fr. pan syOn/ for 2) /'penfon; Fr. 
pa'sy3 for 2/ n., pl. -sions (-shanz; Fr. -syONn’ for 2) 
/-fonz; Fr. -'sy3 for 2/ v. —n. [count] 1. a fixed amount 
of money paid regularly to one who no longer works for 
a company, for past services, etc.: He watched his pen- 
ston dwindle. 2. (in Europe) a boardinghouse or small 
hotel: a small pension in Barcelona. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to 
grant or pay a pension to: The company will pension you 
at age 55. 4. to cause (someone) to retire on a pension: 
[~ + off + obj): The company pensioned off most of its 
workers. [~ + obj + off}: The company pensioned us 
off —pen/sion-er, n. [count]: pensioners and others on 
fixed incomes. See -PEND-. 

pen-sive (pen/siv) /‘pensiv/ adj. dreamily thoughtful; 
thinking deeply or sadly: He was pensive, looking out the 
window, thinking about her. —pen/siverly, adv.: gazing 
pensively out the window. See -PEND-. 

pent (pent) /pent/ adj. shut in; confined: pent cattle; pent 
emotions. See PENT-UP. 

penta-, prefix. penta- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “five”: penta- + -gon 7 pentagon (= five- 
sided figure). 

pen-ta-gon (pen/ta gon’) /'‘pents,gnon/ n. 1. [count] a 
flat figure having five angles and five sides. 2. the Pen- 
tagon, a. [proper noun; the + ~] a building in Arlington, 
Va., built in the form of a pentagon and containing the 
U.S. Department of Defense. b. [Noncount) the U.S. De- 
partment of Defense; the U.S. military establishment. 
—pen-tag:-o-nal (pen tag/o nl) /pen'tegonl/ adj. 

pen-ta-gram (pen/ta gram’) /‘pento,gram/ n. [count] a 
five-pointed, star-shaped figure. 

pen-tam-e-ter (pen tam/i tar) /pen'tamitor/ m. 1. 
[count] a line of verse having five metrical feet. 2. [non- 
count) unrhymed verse having five iambic feet. See -meE- 
TER-. 

Pen-te-cos-tal (pen/ti kO/stl, -kos/tl) /,pentr'kostl, 
-'kpst]/ adj. 1. of or relating to Pentecost, a Christian fes- 
tival, or to Shavuoth, a Jewish holy day. 2. of or relating 
to any of various Christian groups, usually fundamental- 
ist, that emphasize the activity of the Holy Spirit. 

pent-house (pent/hous’) /‘pent,haws/ n. [count], pl. 
-hous-es. 1. an apartment on the roof of a building. 2. 
any specially designed apartment on the top floor of a 
building. 

pent/-up’, adj. confined; held in; restrained; not let out 
or expressed; Curbed: pent-up rage. 

pe-nul-tiemate (pi nul/ta mit) /pr'naltomit/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun] next to the last: the penultimate syllable. 
See -ULT-. i 

penurious (pa nòór/ēě əs, -nyðór/-) /pa'nuriyas, 
-'nyor-/ adj. 1. very stingy. 2. extremely poor. —peenu/- 
ri-ous-ly, adv. —pe-nu/ri-ous-ness, n. [noncournt) 


totally without 


penniless to per annum 


pen-suwery (pen/ya re) /‘penyoriy/ n. [noncount) great, 
deep poverty; destitution. 
pe-on (pe%an, pe/on) /'piyon, 'piypn/ n. [count] 1. (in 
Spanish America) a farm worker or unskilled laborer. 2. 
a person of low social status who does unskilled work. 
—Ppe-on-age (pe/a nij) /‘piyonid3/ n. [Noncount] 
peony (pe/a në) /'piyaniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. a plant 
having large, round, pink or white showy flowers. 
peo-ple (pé/pal) /'piypol/ n., pl. -ples for 2 v., -pled, 
-pling. —n. 1. [plural] persons as a group; persons in 
general: There were too many people in the room. 2. 
[plura human beings, as distinguished from animals or 
other beings: All people have names. 3. [count] the en- 
tire body of persons who make up a community, tribe, 
etc., in that they have a common culture, religion, or the 
like: a hard-working, industrious people; the Jewish peo- 
ple. 4. (plural; the + ~) the ordinary persons of a com- 
munity, country, etc., as distinguished from those who 
have wealth, rank, etc.; the citizens of a state who are al- 
lowed to vote: the common people; a man of the people; 
a peoples army. 5. [plural] the followers of, or the per- 
sons working for, a ruler, employer, etc.: The tycoon 
promised that his people would look at our proposals. 6. 
[plural] a person's family or relatives: Her people have 
lived here for generations. 7. (added to words or roots to 
make nouns that refer to the persons of any particular 
group, profession, etc.; it is sometimes used to avoid 
making reference to the sex or gender of the persons 
designated: sales + people~ salespeople (not: sales- 
men). —v. [~ + obj) 8. to fill with people; populate: The 
area was first peopled by nomads. 
pep (pep) /pep/ n., v., pepped, pep-ping. —n. [non- 
count) 1. lively spirits or energy: After her coffee she felt 
full of pep again. —v. 2. pep up, to make or become 
Spirited: [~ + up + obj]: something to pep up his stu- 
dents. [~ + obj + up): Perhaps this movie will pep them 
up. —pep’pi-ness, n. [noncount] —pep/py, adj., -pi-er, 
-pi-est. 
pep-per (pep/er) /'pepor/ n. 1. [noncount) the strong- 
smelling, dried berries of a tropical shrub, used as a 
spice. 2. [count] a. a plant belonging to the nightshade 
family. b. the fruit of this plant, ranging from mild to very 
strong in flavor. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to season, sprinkle, 
cover, or pelt with or as if with pepper, or missiles or 
small objects: The side of the ship was peppered with 
gunshots. 
pep-per-corn (pep/er korn’) /'pepor,korn/ n. [count] 1. 
the dried berry of the pepper plant. 2. anything very 
small or unimportant. —adj. 3. (of hair) growing in tight 
spirals. 
pep-per-mint (pep’er mint’, -mant) /'pepor,mint, 
-mont/ n. 1. [noncount] a sweet-smelling herb of the 
mint family. 2. [noncount) the strong-smelling oil of this 
plant, used as a flavoring. 3. [count] a candy drop or 
confection flavored with peppermint: asked for a pepper- 
mint for his throat. 
pep-per-oeni (pep/a rō/nē) /,pepa'rowniy/ n., pl. -nis. (a 
piece of) highly seasoned, spicy, hard sausage: [non- 
count): pizza with cheese and pepperoni. (count): She 
would peel off the pepperonis from her pizza. 
pep-per-y (pep/o re) /'peporiy/ adj. 1. of, full of, or 
tasting like pepper. 2. sharp or stinging: a peppery 
speecii. 3. easily angered. 
pep’ talk’, n. [count] a lively, emotional talk intended 
to inspire enthusiasm, etc.: The coach gave his team a 
pep talk during halftime. 
peptic (pep/tik) /‘peptik/ adj. 1. relating to or associ- 
ated with digestion; digestive. 2. promoting digestion. 
—n. [count] 3. a substance promoting digestion. 
per (pur; unstressed par) /p3r; unstressed par/ prep. 1. 
for or in each or every; a or an: Membership costs $100 
per year. 2. according to; in accordance with: / delivered 
the box per your instructions. —adv. 3. Informal. each: 
for each one: The charge was five dollars per. 
per-, prefix. per- comes from Latin, is attached to roots 
and means “through, thoroughly, completely, very”: per- 
+ -vert ~ pervert (= a person completely turned away 
from the normal); per- + -fect ~ perfect (= thoroughly 
or completely done). 
persam-bu-late (per am/bya [at’) /por'ambya,leyt/ v., 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to walk through, about, or over; trav- 
erse: [no obj): They perarnbulated about the park for a 
while. [~ + obj]: They perambulated the fields. 
per-am-bu-la-tor (pər am/byə 
/por'ambya,leytor/ 7. BABY CARRIAGE. 
per an-num (pər an/əm) pər ænəm/ adv. by the year; 
yearly. 


la’ter) 


percale to perform 


per-cale (pər kal’) /par'keyl/ n. [noncoimt}] a smooth 
cotton cloth, used esp. for bedsheets. 

per capita (par kap/i ta) /‘por kwpita/ adj., adv. by or 
for each individual person: —adv.: income per capita. 
—adj. (before a noun): Per capita income has fallen in 
the last decade. 

per-ceive (pər sēv/) /por'siyv/ v., -ceived, -ceiv-ing. 
[not: be + ~-ing] 1. [~ + obj] to become aware of or 
identify by the senses: Some artists perceive very subtle 
differences in shade and tone. 2. to recognize or under- 
stand: [~ + obj]: + perceive difficulties in putting your 
idea into practice. [~ + that clause}: He perceived that 
there would be difficulties. —per-ceiv/a-ble, adj. See 
-CEIVE-. 

per-cent or per cent (pər sent’) /par'sent/ n. 1. [non- 
count; usually after a mimber) one one-hundredth part; 
Yoo. reduced our workload by fifty percent. 2. (count, 
usually singular) PERCENTAGE (defs. I, 5): What percent of 
the people will still vote for him? —adj. [before a noun] 
3. figured or expressed on the basis of a rate per hun- 
dred: a six percent interest rate. Symbol: % See -CENT-. 

per-cent-age (per sen/tij) /por'sentid3/ n. 1. [count] a 
rate per hundred: A high percentage of our students go 
on to college. 2. [count] an amount of money calculated 
by percent: high percentages in mortgage rates. 3. 
[count] a part in general; portion: increasing percentages 
of happy campers every year. 4. (count; usually singular) 
gain; benefit; profit; advantage: no percentage in trying 
to deceive your customers. 

per-cep-ti-ble (par sep/te bal) /par'septabal/ adj. capa- 
ble of being perceived: a perceptible change in behavior. 
—per-cep’tirbly, adv.: The sun grew perceptibly hotter. 
See -CEP-. 

per-cep-tion (pər sep’shen) /por'sepfan/ n. the act or 
ability of perceiving: [noncount): my perception of her 
hostility; demonstrated keen perception in their ability to 
solve problems; depth perception. (count): Perceptions 
change when you get to know people better. See -CEP-. 

per-cep-tive (par sep/tiv) /par'septiv/ adj. having or 
showing perception: perceptive students who quickly saw 
what we were getting at. —per-cep/tive-ly, adv. —per- 
cep/’tive-ness, n. [noncount) See -ceP-. 

per-cep-tu-al (pər sep/chdo al) /par'septfuwol/ adj. of, 
relating to, or involving perception: perceptual problems 
in identifying words. See -CEP-. 

perch! (ptirch) /partf/ n. [count] 1. a pole or rod for 
birds to rest upon. 2. any usually high place or object for 
a bird, animal, or person to land on or rest upon, etc.: a 
perch way at the top of the tree. 3.a high or raised seat, 
resting place, or the like. —v. 4. [no obj] to land on or 
rest upon a perch: The birds perched on the telephone 
wires. 5. to (cause to) settle or rest in some high posi- 
tion, as if on a perch: [~ + obj]: He was perched on his 
throne. [no obj): The prince perched on his throne. 
perch? (pirch) /partf/ n., pl (esp. when thought of as a 
group) perch, (esp. for kinds or species) perches. a 
small freshwater fish having a spiny front fin. 
per-chance (per chans/) /por'tfiens/ adv. 
maybe; possibly. 

per-co-late (v. piir’ka lat’; n. -lit, -lat’) / v. 'parka,leyt; 
n. -lit, -,leyt/ v., -lateed, -lat-ing. 1. to (cause a liquid 
to) pass through something that traps solid materials; to 
filter: [no Obj]: While the coffee was percolating, we ate a 
few domuts. [~ + obj]: The new machine percolates the 
coffee in just under a rnimite. 2. [no obj) to spread or 
grow gradually: The news about the upcorning firings 
percolated through the office. —per-co-la-tion (plir/ke- 
lā/shən) / parko'leyfan/ n. [noncount) 

per-co-la-tor (pûr/kə la’ter) /‘parka,leytar/ n. [count] a 
type of coffeepot in which boiling water is continuously 
forced up a hollow stem and filters down through ground 
coffee. 

per-cus-sion (por kush/an) /par'kafon/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the striking of one body against another with sharpness 
and noise. 2. [usually: the + ~) the percussion instru- 
ments of an orchestra or band, thought of as a group. 
percus/sion in’strument, n. (count) a musical instru- 
ment, as the drum, cymbal, or xylophone, that is struck 
to produce a sound. 

per-cus-sion-ist (por kush’a nist) /por'kasonist/ n. 
[count] a musician who plays percussion instruments. 
per diem (por dé/om, diam) /'par diyam, 'dayam/ adv. 
1. by the day; for each day: The consultant we hired was 
paid per dieni. —n. (count) 2. a daily allowance provided 
while traveling in connection with one’s job: Her per diem 
wasn't even enough for reals. —adj. 3. paid by the day: 
a per diern employee. 


perhaps; 
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per-di-tion (pər dish’an) /por'difon/ n. [noncount) final 
spiritual ruln and punishment for one’s sins; damnation. 

per-dur-a-ble (pər dddr’a bəl, -dydor’-) /por'durabal, 
-'dyur-/ adj. very durable or long-lasting. See -ouR-. 

per-e-grinate (peri gro nat’) /‘perigra,ncyt/ vV. 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to travel or journey (Over), esp. on 
foot: [~ + obj]: to peregrinate the region. [no obj): pere- 
grinating around the kingdom. —per-e-gri-na-tion (per’- 
i gra na/shen) /,perigro'neyfon/_ n. (count): the pilgrims 
peregrinations to the shrine at Canterbury. 

per-emp-torry (pa remp/te rë) /po'remptoriy/ adj. 1. 
leaving no opportunity or chance for denial or refusal: a 
peremptory command. 2. acting like a dictator in expect- 
ing orders to be obeyed: a peremptory boss. 

per-ensni-al (pa ren’é al) /pa'reniyal/ adj. 1. lasting for 
an indefinitely long time: the perennial problems of the 
American economy: inflation and unemployment. 2. (of 
plants) having a life cycle of more than two years. —n. 
{count} 3. a perennial plant. —per-en/nival-ly, adv. 

pe-re-stroiska (per/a stroi/kə) / pero'stroyko/ n. [non- 
count) the program of economic and political reform in 
the Soviet Union begun by Mikhail Gorbachev in 1986. 

per-fect (adj., n. pur/fikt; v. par fekt?) / adj., n. 'p3rfikt; 
v. par'fekt/ adj. 1. excellent beyond improvement: 4 per- 
fect score on her test. 2. exactly fitting the need for a 
certain purpose: The director found the perfect actor for 
the part. 3. entirely without flaws, defects, or shortcom- 
ings: a perfect apple. 4. accurate, exact, or correct in 
every detail: a perfect copy. 5. [before a noun) agreeing 
with or fitting the description or definition of an ideal 
kind or type: a perfect gentleman. 6. of or naming a verb 
tense, aspect, or form usually used to indicate an action 
or state that extends up to, or has results continuing up 
to, the present time, or to some other point in time that 
is clear from the meaning: In English the perfect tenses, 
like the present perfect and the past perfect, are formed 
with some form of the verb have followed by the present 
or past participle of the main verb. —v. [~ + obj) 7. to 
bring to perfection or near to perfection: He spent weeks 
perfecting his computer program. —n. 8. [noncount; 
usually: the + ~) the perfect tense or aspect. 9. [count] 
a verb form or construction in the perfect tense or as- 
pect. —per/fect-ness, n. [moncount} See -FEC-. 

per-fect-i-ble (par fek/ta bal) /par'fektabal/ adj. capa- 
ble of becoming or of being made perfect. See -FEC-. 

per-fec-tion (par fek/shan) /por'fekfon/ n. [noncount) 
1. the state or quality of being or becoming perfect: The 
roast beef was cooked to perfection. 2. the highest de- 
gree of ability, skill, or excellence. 3. a perfect example 
of something: As a teacher, he is perfection itself. 4. the 
act or fact of perfecting. See -FEC-. 

per-fec-tion-ism (par fek’sha niz/am) /par'fekfo,nizom/ 
n. [noncount) a personal standard that demands perfec- 
tion and rejects anything less. —per-fec/tion-ist, n. 
[count]: She was a perfectionist with her employees but 
also with herself. —adj.: perfectionist tendencies. See 
-FEC-. 

per-fect-ly (pur/fikt lé) /‘parfiktliy/ adv. 1. excellently: 
in a way that cannot be improved: The dress fits her per- 
fectly. 2. completely: thoroughly: / made it perfectly clear 
to him. See -FEC-. 

per-fid-i-ous (par fid’é as) /por'fidiyos/ adj. treacher- 
ous; untrustworthy; betraying others; faithless. See -Fio-. 

per-fiedy (pir/fi dé) /'parfidiy/ n., pl. -dies. 1. [non- 
count) deliberate treachery or betrayal of another: Perfidy 
should not go unpunished. 2. (count) an act or instance 
of being perfidious. See -FID-. 

per-fo-rate (pir/fa rat’) /'parfareyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-rat-ed, -rat-ing. 1. to make holes through by piercing 
or punching. 2. to pierce through or to the interior of; 
penetrate. —per-fo-ra-tion (půûr/fə rā/shən) / ,p3r- 
fa'rcyfan/ n. [noncount): perforation of the lung. [count]: 
the little perforations at the end of the computer paper. 

per-force (par fors’, -fOrs’) /por'fors, -'fowrs/ adv. of 
necessity; necessarily: We nmist, perforce, accept some 
problerns as the price for our success. 

per-form (par form’) /por'form/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to carry 
out: execute; do: fo perforin surgery. 2. [~ + obj] to 
carry out in the proper manner: The minister performed 
the marriage ceremony. 3. [~ + Obj] to carry into effect: 
fulfill: to perforin a contract. 4. to act (a play, etc.), as On 
the stage; to play or sing a piece of music: [~ + obj }: 
That actor performed the part of Othello. [no obj): For an 
amateur, she performed very well. 5. to accomplish (an 
action involving skill or ability): [~ + obj]: to perform a 
juggling act. [no obj]: This car performs poorly when the 
weather is hot. —per former, n. [count] See -FORM-. 
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per-foremance (pər fdr/mans) /par'formans/ m. 1. 
[count] an entertainment presented before an audience: 
two performances on Saturday. 2. [noncount] the act of 
performing a ceremony, play, etc.: The audience loved 
her performance. 3. (noncount] the doing or accom- 
plishment of work, acts, etc.: the performance of his du- 
ties. 4. [Count] an action or event of an unusual kind: a 
fabulous pitching performance. 5. (noncount] a. the ca- 
pacity to perform; effectiveness: good performance under 
pressure. b. the manner in which something fulfills its 
purpose: poor engine performance in hot weather. 

perform/ing arts’, n. [plural] arts or skills that re- 
quire public performance, as acting, singing, and danc- 
ing. 

per-fume (n. ptir/fyoom, par fyoom/; v. par fyoom/, 
par/fyoom) / n. 'parfyuwm, por'fyuwm; v. por'fyuwm, 
‘parfyuwm/ n., v., -fumed, -fum-ing. —n. 1. a substance 
that gives off an agreeable smell, esp. a fluid containing 
fragrant oils extracted from flowers, etc.: [noncount): She 
wasn't wearing perfume. [count]: expensive French per- 
fumes. 2. [noncount] the scent of substances that have 
an agreeable smell: the perfume of the flowers. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. (of substances, etc.) to give a pleasant fra- 
grance to: Roses perfumed the air. 4. to put perfume on: 
perfurned her handkerchief. 

per-func-toery (par fungk/te rē) /por'fanktoriy/ adj. 1. 
performed or done as a routine duty: perfunctory intro- 
ductions. 2. without interest or enthusiasm: a perfunctory 
speaker. —per-func/’to-ri-ly, adv.: Ne introduced us 
perfunctorily and rushed off to the other guests. See 
-FUNCT-. 

per-haps (pər haps’) /par'heps/ adv. 1. maybe; possi- 
bly: Perhaps t misunderstood you. 2. (used when making 
requests to make them more polite): Perhaps we could 
meet again next week? —Usage. See -HAP-, MAYBE. 

peri-, prefix. 1. peri- comes from Greek, is attached to 
roots, and means “about, around”: peri- + meter 7 pe- 
rimeter (= distance around an area); peri- + -scope ~ 
periscope (= instrument for looking around oneself). 2. 
peri- also means “enclosing, surrounding’: peri- + car- 
dium 7 pericardium (= a sac surrounding the heart). 3. 
peri- also means “near”: peri- + helion ~ perihelion (= 
point of an orbit nearest to the sun). 

persiecar-dieum (per/i kär/dē om) /,peri'kardiyam/ n. 
[count], pl. -dia (-dé ə) /-diyə/. the sac surrounding the 
heart. See -coro-. 

per-iegee (per/i jé’) /'peri,d3iy/ n. [count] the point in 
the orbit of the moon or a satellite at which it is nearest 
to the earth. Compare aPocee. See -GEO-. 

persi-he-licon (per/a hé/lé an, -hél/yan) /,pera‘hiyliyon, 
-‘hiylyon/ n. [count], pl. -heisa (-hé7lé ə, -hél/ya) 
/-‘hiyliys, -'hiylyo/. the point in the orbit of a planet or 
comet at which it is nearest to the sun. Compare APHE- 
LION. See -HELIO-. 

peril (per’al) /‘peral/ n. 1. [noncount) grave risk; dan- 
ger; jeopardy: The ship was in great peril. 2. (count) 
something that causes or may cause injury, loss, or de- 
struction: the perils of a sea voyage. ——Idiom. 3. at 
one’s peril, with a great chance of meeting danger or 
causing harm to oneself: # you continue with this 
scheme, you do so at your peril. 

persileous (per’a las) /'perələs/ adj. of or relating to 
peril: a perilous sea voyage. —per/il-ousely, adv.: The 
plane came perilously close to crashing onto the high- 
way. 

pe-rim-e-ter (pə rim/i tər) /po'rimitor/ n. (count) 1. the 
border of a two-dimensional figure: the perimeter of a 
Square. 2. the length of such a boundary: The perimeter 
is 20 inches. See -METER-. 

period (pēr/ē ad) /‘ptariyod/ n. [count] 1. an extent of 
time meaningful in the life of a person, in history, etc.: a 
period of illness. 2. a round of time marked by some re- 
peating event or action: the rainy period. 3. any of the 
parts into which something, as a school day, etc., is di- 
vided: She has gym in the first period. 4. the point or 
character (.) used to mark the end of a declarative sen- 
tence or to indicate an abbreviation; a full stop. 5. an oc- 
currence of menstruation. —adj. [before a nous) 6. not- 
ing or relating to a certain historical period: a period 
play. —interj. 7. (used to express the opinion that a deci- 
sion is final): # forbid you to go, period. 
pe-ri-od-ic (pér’é od/ik) /,pioriy'ndik/ adj. occurring 
again at regular periods of time: periodic outbreaks of 
smallpox. —pe/ri-od/i-calely, adv.: She'd come into my 
office periodically to complain. —perriso-dicei-ty (pēr/ē- 
ə dis/i tē) /,proriya'disitiy/ n. [(noncount) 
pe-rri-od-i-cal (pēr/ē od/i kal) /,proriy'odikal/ n. [count] 
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1. a publication issued under the same title at regular 
periods. —adj. 2. of or relating to such publications. 3. 
published at regular intervals. 4. PERIODIC. 

pe/ri-od/ic ta/ble (pēr/ē od/ik) /'piəriy'odik/ n. [count] 
a table in which the chemical elements are arranged ac- 
cording to their atomic numbers in related groups. 

per-i-pa-tet-ic (per/a pə tet/ik) /perapa'tetik/ adj. 1. 
walking or traveling about; itinerant. —n. [count] 2. an 
itinerant person. 

pe-riph-er-al (pa riffar al) /pa'riforal/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to the periphery: the peripherat boundaries. 2. con- 
cerned with less central aspects of a problem or situa- 
tion: questions peripheral to the main issue. 3. (before a 
noun) of or relating to a computer peripheral: buying pe- 
ripheral devices. —n. [count] 4. a device, as a keyboard, 
printer, or tape drive, that is outside a computer but con- 
nected to it. 

pe-riph-er-y (pa riffa rē) /po'rifariy/ n. [count], pl. -ers 
ies. 1. the outside boundary or perimeter of a surface or 
area; the outer limits (of an aspect of social, cultural, or 
intellectual life): His radical positions put him on the pe- 
riphery of American politics. 2. the outside surface of a 
body. 3. the outskirts of a city or urban area. 4. the less 
central parts or aspects of a question or problem. 

per-isscope (pera skdp’) /'pero,skowp/ n. [count] an 
instrument for viewing objects, usually made of a tube 
with an arrangement of prisms or mirrors, used esp. in 
submarines. See -scope-. 

per-ish (per/ish) /‘perif/ v. [no obj] 1. to die as a result 
of violence, etc.: Thousands perished in that earthquake. 
2. to suffer destruction or ruin. —Idiom. 3. perish the 
thought, (used to express the wish that something may 
never or should never happen): “Aren't you coming to the 
concert?” —'Perish the thought!” 

per-ish-a-ble (per/i sha bal) /‘perifabol/ adj. 1. that 
may decay or be destroyed: Perishable foods need to be 
refrigerated. —n. [count] 2. Usually, perishables. [pluran 
something perishable, esp. food: perishables kept in the 
refrigerator. 

per-i-to-ne-um (per/i tn @%am) /,peritn'iyom/ n. [count], 
pl. -toene-ums, -to-nesa (-tn &@/a) /-tn'iys/. the wall or 
membrane that lines the abdomen on the inside of the 
body. —per’i-to-ne/al, adj. 

per-ietoeni-tis (per/i tn itis) /,peritn'aytis/ n. [noncount] 
a condition in which the peritoneum is inflamed. 

per-iewin-kle’ (per/i wing/kal) /‘peri,winkal/ n. [count] a 
small sea creature, a mollusk, that may be eaten. 

per-iewin-kle? (per/i wing’kal) /‘peri,winkol/ n. (count) a 
plant having glossy evergreen leaves and usually blue- 
violet flowers. Also called myrtle. 

per-jure (ptir/jar) /'pərd3ər/ v. [~ + oneself], -jured, 
-jur-ing. to make (oneself) guilty of perjury: perjured 
herself by lying about her son's whereabouts on the night 
of the murder. —per/jur-er, n. [count] See -sur-. 

per-juery (pûr/jə rē) /‘psrd3ariy/ n. [noncount) the willful 
telling of a lie or ties after having sworn under oath not 
to do so, esp. in a trial or other legal proceeding. 

perk’ (park) /park/ v. Usually, perk up. 1. to (cause to) 
become lively, cheerful, etc., again, as after decline or 
neglect: [no obj): She perked up immediately when | told 
her we could get a dog. [~ + obj + up): Promising her a 
dog perked her up. [~ + up + obj): That teacher needs 
something to perk up his class. 2. to (cause to) rise 
quickly or briskly: [no obj): The dog's head perked up. [~ 
+ up + obj): The dog perked up its head. [~ + obj + 
up): The dog perked its head up. 

perk? (ptirk) /park/ v. to percolate: [no obj]: The coffee 
was perking in the kitchen. [~ + obj]: perked some cof- 
fee before the meeting began. 

perk? (purk) /p3rk/ n. [count] a perquisite: fantastic 
perks at the new job. See -quis-. 

perk-y (pur/ké) /'pərkiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. lively, cheer- 
ful, vigorous: a perky new secretary who brightened eve- 
ryone’s day. —perk/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

perm (purm) /psrm/ Informal. n. (count) 1. PERMANENT 
(def. 4). —v. [~ + obj] 2. to give a permanent to (some- 
one, or one’s hair): She had permed her hair in a curly 
Style. 

persma-frost (pûůr/mə frôst/, -frost’) /'parma,frost, 
-frost/ n. [(noncount) (in arctic or subarctic regions) per- 
manently frozen soil under the first layer of soil. 

per-ma-nence (ptir’ma nans) /'pərmənəns/ n. [non- 
count] the condition or quality of being permanent. See 
-MAN2-, 

persma-nent (pur/ma nant) /'psrmonont/ adj. 1. exist- 
ing and not stopping; everlasting. 2. intended to serve, 
function, etc., for a long period: a member of the perma- 
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nent faculty. 3. long-lasting or nonfading: permanent ink. 
—n. [couut] 4. Also called per/manent wave’. a wave or 
curl set into the hair by treating it with chemicals or heat: 
Her permanent lasted for a number of months. —per’- 
ma-nent-ly, adv.: permanently attached. See -MaAN-’. 

per/manent press’, n. [noncount] a process in which 
a fabric is treated to keep it without wrinkles, so as to re- 
quire little ironing after washing. 

per-me-a-ble (ptir/mé ə bal) /‘parmiyabal/ adj. capable 
of being permeated. —per-me-a-bil-i-ty (pur/meé ə bili- 
tē) /parmiyo'bilitiy/ n. [nonconnt] 

per-me-ate (piir/mé at’) /‘parmiy,cyt/ v., -at-ed, -at- 
ing. 1. to pass into or through every part of: [~ + obj): 
witht sunshine pertueating the room. [no obj): Water per- 
meated through the wood. 2. to be found all through 
(something); to pervade: [~ + obj]: Bias permeated the 
report. [no obj): Fear of layoffs permeated through the 
office. 

per-mis-si-ble (par mis’a bal) /par'misabal/ adj. capa- 
ble of being permitted: Rowdy behavior is not permissi- 
ble in a classroom. —per-mis/si-bly, adv. See -MIS-. 

permission (par mish/an) /por'mifan/ n. [noncount] 
the act of permitting: to ask permission to leave the 
room. See -MIs-. 

per-mis-sive (par mis/iv) /por'misiv/ adj. 1. too willing 
to allow or permit something, as social behavior, that 
others might disapprove of or forbid: permissive parents 
who allowed her to stay up late. 2. giving, expressing, Or 
showing permission: a permissive nod. —per-mis/- 
sive-ly, adv. —per-mis/sive-ness, n. {noncount): too 
much permissiveness in American society. See -MIS-. 

per-mit (v. par mit; n. par/mit, par mit’) / v. por'mit; n. 
‘parmit, por'mit/ v., -miteted, -mit-ting, 1. —v. 1. to al- 
low to be done or occur; to allow to do: [~ + obj]: laws 
that permit the sale of drugs in some countries. [~ + 
oneself + obj): She permitted herself a little smile. [~ + 
obj + to + verb]: Permit me to explain. 2. [~ + obj) to 
tolerate; consent to: This law permits religions worship 
with drugs. 3. to provide opportunity (for), or admit (of): 
[~ + obj): The power plant has vents to permit the es- 
cape of gases. {no obj): I'll look this over when time per- 
mits. —n. [count] 4. an official certificate of permission; 
license: a work permit. See -MIT-. 

per-murta-tion (piir/my6o ta’shan) / parmyo'teyfan/ n. 
1. [noncount] the act of permuting; rearrangement. 2. 
[count] any of the changes that result from such rear- 
rangement: Two of the possible permutations of the 
elements abc are acb or bac. See -MUT-. 

per-mute (par mydot’) /par'myut/ v. [~ + obj], -mut- 
ed, -mut-ing. to change, alter, or transform by rearrang- 
ing the order or arrangement of. See -MUT-. 

per-ni-cious (par nish’as) /por'nifos/ adj. causing harm 
or ruin; evil in effect; ruinous: a pernicious lie. —pereni’- 
cious-ly, adv. —per-ni/cious-ness, n. (noncount] 

per-o-ra-tion (per’a rā/shən) / pera'reyfan/ n. [count] 
the end part of a speech; a conclusion that reminds the 
listeners of the principal points. 

per-ox-ide (pa rok/sid) /pa'roksayd/ rt, v, -id-ed, -id- 
ing. —n. [noncount] 1. a. hydrogen peroxide. b. a com- 
pound in which two oxygen atoms are bonded to each 
other. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to use peroxide as a bleaching 
agent on (esp. the hair): Do you think she peroxides her 
hair? 

per-pen-dic-u-lar (pir/pan  dik’ya lər) /p3rp- 
on‘dikyalor/ adj. 1. vertical; straight up and down; up- 
right. 2. meeting at right angles: Forty-second Street is 
perpendicular to Fifth Avenue. —. [count] 3. a perpen- 
dicular line, plane, or position. See -PEND-. 
per-pe-trate (ptir/pi trat’) /‘psrpitreyt/ v. [7 + obj], 
-trat-ed, -trat-ing. to carry out; do; commit: fo perpe- 
trate a lloax. —per-pe-tra-tion (piir’pi trā/shən) /,p3r- 
pitreyfon/ n. Grorcount) 

per-pe-tra-tor (ptir/pi tra/tor) /‘parpi,treytor/ n. [count] 
one who perpetrates: The police tracked the alleged per- 
petrator to lus hideout. 

per-pet-ueal (par pech’60 al) /por'petfuwal/ adj. 1. con- 
tinuing or lasting forever; everlasting. 2. lasting for a very 
long time. 3. continuing without stopping or interrupting: 
her perpetual whining about her job. 4. (of a plant or 
flower) blooming throughout the growing season. —n. 
[count] 5. a perpetual plant. per-pet/ual-ly, adv.: 
She was perpetually whining. See -Pet-. —Syn. See 
ETERNAL. 

per-pet-u-ate (por pech/oo at’) /por'petfuw,cyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to make perpetual: to perpetuate 
a myth. per-pet-u-a-tion (pər pech/oo &shən) 
/par,petfuw'eySan/ n. [nonconnt] See -PET-. 
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per-pe-turisty (pûr/pi td0/i tē, -ty50/-) / parpi'tuwitly, 
-'tyuw-/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount] the state or character 
of being perpetual. 2. [count] an annuity paid for life. 
—JIdiom. 3. in perpetuity, so as to last forever: This 
private park was given to the city in perpetuity. See -PET-. 

per-plex (pər pleks’) /por'pleks/ v. [~ + obj] to cause 
to be confused over what is not understood or certain: 
Her strange, quiet behavior perplexed me. —per-plex’- 
ing, adj.: a very perplexing problem. See -PLEX-. 

per-plex-isty (par plek/si tē) /por'pleksitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. {noncount] the state or condition of being perplexed: 
He looked up from his work in complete perplexity. 2. 
[count] something that is perplexing: the perplexities of 
that software. See -PLEX-. 

per-quiesite (ptir’kwa zit) /‘parkwozit/ n. [count] an ad- 
ditional payment, benefit, or privilege one receives from 
one’s work, beyond income or salary; perk: One of the 
perquisites is the use of a company Car. See -QuIs-. 

per se (pûr sa/) /'‘par scy/ adv. by, of, for, or in itself; 
considered alone or by itself: Your lateness per se 
doesnt bother me; it’s what it says about your respect for 
my time. 

per-se-cute (piir’si kyoot’) /'parsi,kyuwt/ v. I~ ar yah 
-cut-ed, -cut-ing. 1. to treat (someone) cruelly or un- 
fairly, esp. because of religion, race, etc.: In the early 
days of Christianity, Christians were persecuted by the 
Romans. 2. to annoy (someone) without stopping. 
—per’se-cu’tor, n. [count] See -SEQ-. 

per-se-curtion (ptir’si kyoo’shen) l parsi'kyuwfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or state of persecuting or of being 
persecuted: suffering persecution for the sake of justice. 
2. [count] a program or campaign of persecuting: the 
Roman persecutions of the Christians. See -SEQ-. 

persevere (piir/sa ver’) /,p3rsa'vior/ v. [no obj), 
-vered, -ver-ing. to continue to pursue something in 
spite of obstacles, problems, or opposition: managed to 
persevere and finish her degree. —per/se-ver/ance, n. 
(noncount): her perseverance in finishing her degree. 
per-si-flage (pûr/sə fläzh/, par/-) /‘parsa,fla3, ‘peor-/ n. 
[noncount) light, easy talk. 

persimmon (per sim/an) /por'simon/ n. 1. [count] a 
tree of the ebony family, having showy white flowers and 
a large, plumlike orange fruit. 2. the fruit itself: [count]: 
two soft, ripe persimmons. {noncount]: a pie filling of 
persimmott. 

per-sist (par sist’, -zist’) /por'sist, -'z1st/ v. 1. [no obj; 
often: ~ + in + obj] to be persistent: persisted in break- 
ing the rules. 2. [no obj) to last or endure a long time: 
The legend of King Arthur has persisted for fifteen centi- 
ries. 3. [used with quotations] to keep insisting in 
speech: “But don't you have anything to add, Mr. Presi- 
dent?” she persisted. See -SIST-. 

per-sis-tence (par sis/tans) /par'sistons/ n. [nonconnt] 
l. the act or fact of persisting. 2. the quality of being 
persistent: She has persistence and wont give up. 
per-sis-tent (par sis/tant) /par'sistont/ adj. 1. continu- 
ing to do something in spite of difficulty, opposition, or 
criticism: He was persistent and finally finished his proj- 
ect. 2. lasting for a long time: annoying, persistent 
coughing. 3. repeated; continued: her persistent ques- 
tions. —per-sist/ent-ly, adv.: She would persistently 
demand answers where none were possible. See -SIST-. 
per-snick-et-y (par snik/i tē) /por'snikitiy/ also per 
nick-e-ty (par nik/i tē) /par'nikitiy/ adj. Informal. very 
fussy; paying too much attention to details: the persnick- 
ety English teacher who notices every comma that’s in 
the wrong place. 

per-son (pur’san) /‘psrsan/ n. [count] 1. a human being; 
a man, woman, or child: How many persons are there in 
the United States? Most persons have names; not all ani- 
mals do. All persons must show proof of identity. 2. the 
actual self or individual personality of a human being: / 
want to get to know you as a person, not just as my 
boss. 3. the body of a living human being, sometimes 
including the clothes being worn: He had no money on 
his person. 4, a grammatical category for pronouns and 
verbs that distinguishes between the speaker of some- 
thing said (the first person), the person spoken to (the 
second person), and other people or things spoken 
about (the third person). —Idiom. 5. in person, di- 
rectly and personally present (at a place), without a sub- 
stitution: Applicants for this job must apply for it in per- 
son. 

-person, suffix. -person is used to replace some paired, 
sex-specific suffixes such as -MAN and -WOMAN Or -ER' and 
-ess: salesmarysaleswornan are replaced by sales + 
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-person ~ salespersott; waiter/waitress are replaced by 
watt + -person ~ waitperson. 

Per-son-a-ble (ptir’san ə bal) /‘parsanabal/ adj. having 
an agreeable or pleasing personality. 

per-son-age (pur/sa nij) /'‘parsonid3/ n. [court] a per- 
son of distinction or importance. 

per-son-al (piir’sa nl) /'parsonl/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
of or relating to a person; individual: He gave Itis owr, 
personal opinion. 2. private: My feelings for the deceased 
were too personal for me to share at the funeral. 3. (be- 
fore a nourt) directed to or intended for a particular per- 
son: / asked him for a personal favor. 4. referring or di- 
rected offensively to a particular person: personal 
remarks about his wife. 5. [before a nom] done, carried 
out, held, etc., in person: a personal interview with the 
Pope. 6. (before a noun] relating to the body, clothing, 
Or appearance: personal cleanliness. 7. [before a nou] 
of, relating to, or showing grammatical person: The per- 
sonal ending -o in the Spanish hablo, “I speak,” refers to 
the speaker, “I.” —n. [count] 8. a notice placed in a 
newspaper or other publication by a person seeking 
friendship, etc. 

per’sonal comput/er, n. [cont] a microcomputer 
designed for individual use. Abbr.: PC 

per’sonal effects’, n. [plura articles, chiefly cloth- 
ing, toilet items, etc., for use by an individual: nothing in 
his luggage except personal effects. 

per’sonal identifica’tion num/ber, n. PIN. 

Per-soneal-i-ety (ptir’sa nali tē) /,parso'nelitiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [count] the part of one's character as others see 
it: a charming personality in public; a surly one in private. 
2. all the characteristics that an individual possesses in 
his or her character: [count]: a positive, goal-oriented 
personality. (noncount): Personality is shaped early in 
life. 3. something thought of as similar to a human per- 
sonality, as the atmosphere of a place or thing: [non- 
count): That little restaurant has personality. (count): a 
charming personality to those old inns. 4. [connut] a fa- 
mous or well-known person; a celebrity. 

per-son-al-ize (ptir’sa nl iz’) /‘parsonl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. 1. to have marked with one’s initials or 
name: to personalize stationery. 2. to make personal, as 
by applying a general statement to oneself: You shouldn't 
personalize lus critical remarks. 

per-sonealely (ptir’so nl @) /'parsonliy/ adv. 1. in per- 
son; directly: / thanked them personally. 2. as if intended 
for or directed at oneself: Don't take the boss's com- 
ments personally; he didn’t mean you, but the workers in 
general. 3. as regards oneself; speaking for one’s self; in 
one’s opinion: Personally, | don't care to go. 4. as a per- 
son: / like her personally, but not as a boss. 

per-so-na non gra-ta (per so/na non grd/te, gra/ta, 
grat’9) /par'sow'ns non grata, ‘greyta, ‘greto/ adj. [be + 
~] not being personally acceptable or welcome: She is 
persona non grata around our house until she apologizes 
for her rudeness. See -GRAT-. 

per-son-i-fy (par son/a fi’) /por'sona,fay/ v. [~ + obj], 
-fied, -fy-ing. 1. to show that (a thing) has a human na- 
ture; to represent (a thing) as a person, as in art: The 
Greek goddess Deineter personifies the richness of 
mother earth. 2. to be a typical example of; typify: That 
money-grabbing tycoon personifies the rnthless ambition 
of sorne executives. —per-sonei-fi-ca-tion (par sona fi- 
kā/shən) /por,sonofi'keyfan/ n. (noncount): He was the 
personification of evil and greed. 

per-son-nel (pûr/sə nel’) /,parsa'nel/ n. 1. (plural; used 
with a plural verb] all the persons working in an organi- 
zation, in the army, etc.: Send a memo to all personnel. 
2. [noncount; used with a singular verb] a department of 
an Organization that is in charge of supervising matters 
having to do with the employees, as hiring, etc.: Bring 
tlis up with Personnel and see what they suggest. 

per-spec:tive (por spek/tiv) /por'spektiv/ m. 1. [non- 
count] a technique of drawing on a two-dimensional sur- 
face pictures of solid objects that show their relationships 
in three dimensions. 2. [count] a picture employing this 
technique, esp. one in which it is prominent. 3. [count] 
one’s opinion about facts, ideas, etc., and their relation- 
ships: an interesting perspective on the situation. 4. 
[norconunt] the ability to see the important facts of some- 
thing in proportion to one another: Can't you put this mi- 
nor setback into perspective and see that it really is for 
the best? Get some perspective. —adj. [before a nour) 
5. of or relating to the art of perspective. See -spPEc-. 

per-spi-ca-cious (piir/spi kā/shəs) /,parspi'keyfas/ adj. 
having sharp ability to understand something; discerning. 
—per’spi-ca/cious-ly, adv. —per-spi-cac-iety (ptir’/spi- 
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kas7i te) /,parspi'kavsitiy/ 
{rroncount) See -sPEc-. 

Per-spi-ra-tion (pir’spo rāshən) /'psrspa'reyfan/ n. 
[nonconnt] 1. a salty, watery fluid released by the sweat 
glands of the skin; sweat: Perspiration Nad soaked 
througlt lis slrt. 2. the act or process of perspiring. See 
-SPIR-, 

Per-spire (par spi°r/) /par'spay°r/ v. [no obj), -spired, 
-Spir-ing. to release or give out perspiration; to sweat: 
After running up tine Nights of stairs, you'd be perspiring 
too! See -spir-. 

per-suade (pər swad/) /por'sweyd/ v., -suad-ed, -suad- 
ing. 1. to cause (a person) to do something, as by advis- 
ing or urging: [~ + obj + to + verb): | persuaded her to 
go with ine to the party. [~ + obj + into/out of + obj): 1 
persuaded her into going to the party with my room- 
mate. 2. to convince (someone); cause (Someone) to be- 
lieve something: [~ + obj + of + obj): They persuaded 
the judge of her innocence. [~ + obj + (that) clause): 
They persuaded the judge that she was innocent. —per- 
suad/a-ble, adj. —per-suad/er, n. [count] See -SUADE-. 

per-suaesion (par swa/zhan) /par'swey3an/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of persuading or seeking to persuade: With 
a little persuasion they might help you. 2. [noncount) 
power to persuade: arguments with a great deal of per- 
suasion beltind them. 3. [count] a form or system of be- 
lief: those of the liberal persuasion. 4. [cornt] a group, 
faction, kind, or sort: musicians of the New Wave persna- 
Sion. See -SUADE-. 

per-sua-sive (par swa/siv, -ziv) /por'sweysiv, -ziv/ adj. 
able or intended to persuade: a persnasive argument. 
—per-sua/sively, adv.: argued persuasively that we 
Should hire her. See -suabde-. 

pert (purt) /part/ adj., -er, -est. 1. bold or impolite in 
speech or behavior; impertinent. 2. jaunty and stylish; 
chic. 3. lively; sprightly; in good health. —pert/ly, adv. 
—pert/ness, n. [norcount) 

per-tain (par tan’) /por'teyn/ v. [~ + to + obj] 1. to 
have reference or relation to (something); relate: docu- 
ments pertaining to the lawsuit. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to 
belong properly or fittingly to; be appropriate to: respon- 
sibilities pertaining to parenthood. See -TAIN-. 

per-ti-na-cious (piir/tn a/shas) /,partn'cyfas/ adj. hold- 
ing tightly to a purpose, course of action, or opinion; res- 
Olute: a pertinacious investigator who pursued every 
lead. —per’tiena/cious-ly, adv. —per-tienac-isty (ptir/- 
tn as/i tē) /,partn'wsitiy/ n. [noncount] See -TAIN-. 

per-tienent (piir/tn ant) /‘partnant/ adj. pertaining to the 
matter being considered; relevant: pertinent details. 
—per’ti-nence, n. [noncount): Does this have any perti- 
nence to the case? See -TEN-, -TAIN-. 

per-turb (par tirb/) /par'tarb/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to disturb 
(Someone) greatly in the mind: The disappointments he 
faced perturbed him greatly. 2. to cause the orbit of (a 
celestial body) to be changed or upset. —per-tur-ba- 
tion (pur/tar ba’shan) /,partor'beyfan/ n. (nonconnt): the 
effects of perturbation on heavenly bodies. [count]: The 
perturbations were felt throughout the solar systemi. See 
-TURB-. 

pe-ruse (pa 1002’) /pa'ruwz/ v. [~ + obj], -rused, -rus- 
ing. 1. to read through with care: to pernse a report. 2. 
to read through quickly and without much care. —pe- 
rus/al, n. [count]: a perusal of the report. 

Pe-rusviean (pa rõö/vē an) /po'ruwviyan/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Peru. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in 
Peru. 

per-vade (par vad’) /par'veyd/ v. [~ + obj], -vad-ed, 
-vad-ing. to become spread throughout all parts of: The 
smell of coffee pervaded the air. See -vADE-. 

per-va-sive (por va/siv) /par'veysiv/ adj. tending to per- 
vade: a pervasive sense of fear. See -VADE-. 

per-verse (par viirs’) /par'v3rs/ adj. willfully determined 
not to do what is expected or desired; contrary: a per- 
verse desire to argue for the opposite of whatever every- 
one else accepts. —per-verse/ly, adv.: Now, perversely, 
he’s opposed to the amendment, althtonglt earlier he 
Supported it. —per-verse/ness, n. [nonmcount]) —per- 
ver-si-ty (por vur/si tē) /par'varsitiy/ n. [noncount] See 
-VERT-. 

per-ver-sion (par viir/zhan, -shən) /par'varzon, -fan/ n. 
1. (count) the act of perverting. 2. [nornconnt] the state 
of being perverted. 3. [count] a perverted form of some- 
thing: a perversion of justice. 4. [count] any of various 
abnormal sexual practices. See -vert-. 

per-vert (v. por vůrt/; n. ptir/vart) / v. por'vart; M. 'p3r- 
vart/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to lead (someone) away from what 
is right in moral behavior: perverting children witli por- 
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nography. 2. to use in an evil or improper way, misapply: 
You're perverting science for unworthy purposes. 3. to 
bring (something) to a less excellent state: to pervert a 
simple way of life. —n. [count] 4. one who practices a 
sexual perversion. —per-vert/ed, adj. See -VERT-. 

pe-se-ta (pə sa/ta) /pa'seyto/ n. [count], pl. -tas (-təz). 
the basic monetary unit of Spain. 

pes-ky (pes’ke) /'peskiy/ adj., -ki-er, -kisest. annoying; 
troublesome: A pesky fly kept buzzing in my ear. —pesk+ 
ily (pes’ka lē) /'peskaliy/ adv. —pesk/i-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

pe-so (pā/sō) /'peysow/ n. [count], pl. -sos. the basic 
monetary unit of Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, the Do- 
minican Republic, Guinea-Bissau, Mexico, the Philippines, 
and Uruguay. 

pes-siemism (pes’a miz/am) /'peso,mizom/ n. (non- 
count] the tendency to see only what is gloomy, or to ex- 
pect the worst possible outcome. —pes/si-mist, n. 
[count): The pessimist sees a glass of water that is filled 
halfway and considers the glass to be half-empty; the op- 
timist sees the same glass and thinks of it as half-full. 
—pes/si-mis/tic, adj. —pes/si-mis/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

pest (pest) /pest/ n. [count] 1. an annoying or trouble- 
some person, animal, or thing; nuisance: The youngster 
was a pest on the airplane. 2. an insect or other small 
animal that harms or destroys garden plants, trees, etc. 

pes-ter (pes/tar) /'pestor/ v. [~ + obj] to be a pest; 
trouble: Quit pestering me! 

pes-ti-cide (pes/ta sid’) /‘pesto,sayd/ n. a chemical 
preparation for destroying plant or animal pests: [non- 
count): the overuse of pesticide in agriculture. [count]: all 
those different pesticides. See -CIvE-. 

pes-tif-er-ous (pe stiffer as) /pe'stiforas/ adj. 1. bring- 
ing or bearing disease. 2. troublesome; annoying. See 
-FER-. 

pes-ti-lence (pes/tl ans) /'‘pestlons/ n. 1. a deadly dis- 
ease that spreads to many people: [noncount): famine 
followed by pestilence. [count]: a number of pestilences 
descending on Egypt. 2. something harmful or destruc- 
tive: (noncount]: pestilence in modern society. (count): 
corruption, theft, and other pestilences. 

pes-ti-lent (pes/tl ant) /‘pestlont/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
pestilence. 2. destructive to life; deadly. 

pes-tle (pes/al, pes/tl) /‘pesal, 'pestl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. 
—n. [count] 1. a tool for grinding substances in a mortar, 
usually having a heavy, rounded end. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to pound or grind with or as if with a pestle. 

pet (pet) /pet/ n., adj., v., petted, pet-ting. —n. [count] 
1. an animal kept as a companion in the home: She had 
always wanted a dog as a pet. 2. a person who is espe- 
cially well cared for or favored: a teacher's pet. —adj. 
(before a noun] 3. kept or treated as a pet: two pet ca- 
naries. 4. especially well cared for, such as a child. 5. fa- 
vorite; preferred: a pet theory. 6. showing fondness or 
affection: pet names for each other, like “Poochie” and 
“Boopsie.” —v. 7. [~ + obj] to stroke or touch kindly 
with the hand: She petted the dog on its head. 8. to kiss 
and touch, stroke, or caress in a way expressing sexual 
attraction: [~ + obj]: They were petting each other on 
the sofa. [no obj]: They were petting in the back seat of 
his car. 9. [~ + obj] to treat as a pet; indulge. 

PET (pet) /pet/ n. [noncount] positron emission tomog- 
raphy, a technique for revealing active areas of the brain 
while information is being processed. 

-pet-, root. -pet- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “seek; strive for.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APPETITE, CENTRIPETAL, COMPETE, COMPETENCE, 
COMPETENT, COMPETITION, IMPETIGO, IMPETUOUS, IMPETUS, PER- 
PETUAL, PETITION, PETULANT, REPEAT, REPETITION. 

pet-al (pet/l) /‘petl/ n. [count] one of the often colored 
parts of the main base of a flower. 

pe-tard (pi tard’) /pi'tard/ n. (count) 1. an explosive de- 
vice once used in warfare. —Idiom. 2. hoist by or 
with one’s own petard, caught by the very device one 
had planned to use to hurt another: The candidate was 
hoist by his own petard when, after he made claims 
about his opponent's shady finances, his own tax returns 
showed irregularities. 

pe-ter (pe/tar) /'piytor/ v. [no obj] Usually, peter out. 1. 
to tire; become exhausted: /n the last lap of the race she 
just petered out. 2. to grow less or diminish gradually 
and stop: The hot water petered out. 

petite (po tet’) /po'tiyt/ adj. 1. (of a woman) short and 
having a small, slim figure; diminutive. —n. 2. [non- 
count) a size of clothing for women of less than average 
height and figures. 3. [count] a piece of clothing in this 
size. 
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pet-it four (pet/é for’, for’) Ipetiy for, 'fowr/ n. 
[count], pl. petits fours (pet7e f6rz’, forz/) /‘pet'iy forz, 
'fowrz/. a small, sweet frosted cake. 

pe-ti-tion (pa tish’an) /pa'tifon/ n. [count] 1. a formally 
written request or document, often signed by those 
agreeing to it, addressed to those in authority, asking for 
some favor, right, or benefit: presented the petition, 
signed by over a thousand people, to the mayor. 2. a re- 
spectful or humble request, as to a superior. 3. some- 
thing asked for or sought by request: a petition for di- 
vorce. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to address a petition to (an 
authority): The hurricane victims petitioned the governor 
for help during the emergency. 5. to ask by petition for 
(something); beg for or request: [~ + obj): The citizen's 
group petitioned a change in the zoning laws. [~ + for 
+ obj]: They petitioned for a change in the zoning laws. 
[~ + to + verb]: petitioned to change the zoning laws. 
—pe-ti/tion-er, n. [count] See -PeT-. 

pet-rel (pe/tral) /‘petrol/ n. [count] a seabird living near 
oceans, having a tube-shaped nose. 

petrify (pe/tra fi) /'petro,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) become changed into stone or a stony sub- 
stance: [no obj]: Over thousands of years the fossils had 
petrified. [~ + obj]: The hot lava had instantly petrified 
this fossil. 2. {~ + obj] to cause to be in a State of 
shock, as from fear or terror: She refused to climb up the 
tree because heights petrify her. 3. to (cause to) be hard- 
ened, deadened, or unwilling to change: [~ + obj]: The 
tragedy petrified his emotions. (no obj): The tiny, isolated 
society had petrified. —pet-ri-fac-tion (pet/ra fak/shən) 
/,petra'fakfon/ n. [noncount] —pet/ri-fied, adj.: The 
petrified children sat there, eyes wide with fear. 

petro-', prefix. petro- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “rock, stone”: petro- + -ology ~ petrology 
(= the study of rocks or stone). 

petro-?, prefix. petro- is taken from PETROLEUM and is 
used to form compounds: petro- + chemistry ~ petro- 
chemistry; petro- + power ~ petropower (= power de- 
rived from petroleum). 

pet-ro-chem-i-cal (pe/trd kem/i kal) /,petrow'kemikol/ 
n. [count] 1. a chemical substance obtained from petro- 
leum or natural gas, as gasoline, kerosene, or petrola- 
tum. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to a petro- 
chemical. 

pet-ro-dol-lars (pe/trd dol/arz) /‘petrow,dolarz/ n. [plu- 
ral] revenues or money in dollars earned by petroleum- 
exporting countries, esp. of the Middle East: As oil prices 
rose, oil producers accumulated petrodollars and spent 
lavishly. 

pet-rol (pe/tral) /‘petrol/ n. Brit. GASOLINE. 

pe-tro-leum (pa tro/lé am) /po'trowliyom/ n. (non- 
count] an oily, thick, easily burned liquid that is a mix- 
ture of various hydrocarbons, used as fuel or made into 
gasoline, benzene, kerosene, etc. 

pe-trol-o-gy (pi trol’a jé) /pr'trolod3iy/ n. (noncount] 
the scientific study of rocks. —pe-trol/o-gist, n. [count] 

petticoat (pet/é kot’) /'petiy,kowt/ n. [count] a skirt 
worn under an outer skirt or dress, esp. one that is full 
and often trimmed and ruffled and of a decorative fabric. 

pet-ti-fog (pet/é fog’, -fog’) /'petiy,fng, -,fog/ v. [no 
obj], -fogged, -fog-ging. to raise objections about small, 
unimportant matters. —pet/ti-fog’ger, n. [count] 

petty (pet/é) /'petiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tivest. 1. of little or 
no importance; inconsequential: petty grievances and ob- 

jections. 2. of lesser importance; minor: petty officials. 3. 
having or showing narrow ideas, etc.; ungenerous: their 
little, petty minds. 4. showing meanness of spirit: petty 
revenge. —pet/ti-ness, n. [noncount] 

pet/ty cash’, n. [noncount] a small amount of cash 
kept on hand for paying small charges, as for minor of- 
fice supplies or deliveries. 

pet/ty of/ficer, n. [count] 1. a noncommissioned offi- 
cer in the navy or coast guard. 2. one of the minor offi- 
cers on a merchant ship, as a boatswain. 

pet-uelant (pech’a lant) /‘petfolont/ adj. showing sud- 
den irritation; peevish: The child grew petulant, clamor- 
ing for his mother. —pet/u-lance, n. [noncount] —pet/- 
u-lant-ly, adv.: They complained petulantly about every 
minor problem. See -PET-. 

pe-tuenia (pi too/nya, -nē ə, -tyoo/-) /pı'tuwnyə, -niyo, 
-'tyuw-/ n. [count], pl. -nias. a garden plant of the night- 
shade family from tropical America, having funnel- 
shaped flowers. 

pew (pyoo) /pyuw/ n. [count] (in a church) one of a 
number of benches fixed in rows for use by the congre- 
gation. 

pew-ter (pyo0/tar) /‘pyuwtor/ n. [noncount] 1. a kind of 
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metal in which tin is the chief constituent. 2. utensils and 
vessels made of pewter. —adj. [before a noun] 3. made 
of pewter. 

pf., an abbreviation of: 1. pfennig. 2. pianoforte: piano. 
3. (of stock) preferred. 

Pfc. or PFC, Military. an abbreviation of: private first 
class. 

Pg., an abbreviation of: page. 

PH, a symbol used to describe the amount of acidity or 
alkalinity of a chemical solution on a scale of O (more 
acidic) to 14 (more alkaline). 

pha-lanx (fa/langks, fal/angks) /‘feylenks, 'fælænks/ n. 
[count], pl. pha-lanx-es. 1. a body of troops fighting in 
close formation. 2. a number of people united for a 
common purpose: a phalanx of her sirpporters at the 
trial. 3. a tightly, closely packed body of people, animals, 
or things: a phalanx of riot police. 

phal-lus (fal’as) /fæləs/ n. [count], pl. phalli (fali) 
i‘falay/ phal-lusses. 1. a representation of the penis, 
usually as a symbol of male sexual power. 2. PENIS. 
—Pphalelic (fal7ik) /'fælik/ adj.: the phallic symbolism of 
the spacecraft, long and tapered at one end. 

phan-tas-ma-gorriea (fan taz/ma gdr/é ə, -gor/-) 
/feen,tazmoa'goriya, -'gowr-/ n. [count], pl. -rieas. a shift- 
ing series of illusions or confusing, deceptive 
appearances, as in a dream. 

phan-tassy (fan/ta sé, -zé) /'fæntəsiy, -ziy/ n., pl. -sies, 
v., -Sied, -Sy-ing. FANTASY. 

phan-tom (fan/tam) /‘fantam/ n. [count] 1. an appear- 
ance of something that is not really there or does not ex- 
ist, esp. a ghost. 2. an appearance or illusion without 
material substance, as a mirage or optical illusion. —adj. 
[before a noun] 3. of, relating to, or of the nature of a 
phantom: a pltantont ship. 4. not really existing; ficti- 
tious: phantom employees on the payroll. 

phar-aoh (far/6, far/6, fā/rō) /‘fesrow, 'ferow, 'feyrow/ 
n. an ancient Egyptian king: [count]: an ancient Egyptian 
pltaraoh. [proper noun; Pharaoh]: Oh, Pltaraoh, let my 
people go. 

Phar-iesee (far’a sé’) /'færə,siy/ n. [count] 1. a member 
of an ancient Jewish group that believed in strict observ- 
ance of religious practices, liberal interpretation of the Bi- 
ble, and obedience to oral laws and traditions. 2. [phari- 
see] one who pretends to be religious but who is not so 
really; a hypocrite. —Phar-iesasic (far/a sā/ik) 
/ faro'seyik/ Phar/i-sa/i-cal, adj. 

phar-ma-ceusti-cal (far/ma soo/ti kal) /,farmo'suwtikol/ 
also phar’/ma-ceu/tic, adj. 1. relating to pharmacy or 
pharmacists. —n. [count] 2. a pharmaceutical prepara- 
tion or product. 

phar-ma-ceusrtics (far/ma soo/tiks) /,farma'suwtiks/ n. 
[rroncount,; used with a singular verb] PHARMACY (def. 2): 
Pharmaceutics is still taught at that medical college. 

phar-ma-cist (fär/mə sist) /'farmosist/ n. [count] one 
licensed to prepare and give out drugs; druggist. 

phar-ma-col-o-gy (fär/mə kol’a jé) /,farma'knlod3iy/ n. 
[rtoncount] the science dealing with the preparation, 
uses, and esp. the effects of drugs. —phar’ma-col/o- 
gist, n. [count] 

phar-ema-cy (fär/mə sé) /‘farmoasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[count] a drugstore. 2. [noncount] Also called pharma- 
ceutics. the art and science of preparing and giving out 
drugs and medicines: studied pharmacy for four years. 

phar-yn-gi-tis (far/in ji/tis) /fwrin'd3aytis/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] inflammation of the 
mucous membrane of the pharynx; sore throat: Pharyngi- 
tis ts not usually life-threatening. 

phar-ynx (far/ingks) /'færipks/ n. [count], pl. phaeryne 
ges (fa rin4jéz) /fa'rind3ziyz/ pharsynx-es. the area in the 
rear of the mouth and the throat, with its membranes 
and muscles, that connects the mouth and nasal pas- 
sages with the larynx. —pha-ryn-geeal (fa rin’jé al) 
/fa'rind3iyal/ adj. 

phase (faz) /feyz/ n., v., phased, phas-ing. —n. [court] 
1l. a stage in a process of change or development: Her 
temper tantrums are just part of the phase site's going 
through. 2. the particular, usually repeated appearance 
presented by the moon or a planet at a given time: What 
phase is te moon in? —v. 3. [~ + obj] to schedule so 
as to be available when or as needed. 4. [~ + obj] to 
put in phase; synchronize. 5. phase in, to put or come 
into use gradually: [~ + in + obj): to phase in some 
changes in our operations. [~ + obj + in]: to phase 
them in inore slowly. 6. phase out, to bring or come to 
an end gradually; ease out of service: [~ + out + obj): 
The military phased out those older weapons. (~ + obj 
+ ont): We don't dare phase them all out at once. 
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Ph.D., an abbreviation of: Doctor of Philosophy. 

pheas-ant (fez/ant) /'fezant/ n. 1. [count] a large, typi- 
cally long-tailed bird. 2. [norcourtt] the meat of this bird. 

phe-no-bar-bi-tal (fē/nō5 bär/bi tô, -tal’”, -na-) 
/,fiynow'barbi,tol, -,tel, -na-/ n. [noncount] a white, 
crystalline powder used as a drug to cause sleep and to 
relax the mind. 

phe-nom-eenal (fi nom/a nal) /fi'nomanol/ adj. very re- 
markable, amazing, wonderful, or extraordinary: enjoyed 
Phenornenal success as a race car driver. —phe-nom/e- 
nally, adv.: She had done pltenormenally well in a very 
Shtort time. 

phe-nom-e-non (fi nom/ə non’, -nan) /fi'nomoa,non, 
-non/ n. [count], pl. -na (-na) /-no/ or -nons. 1. a fact or 
circumstance observed or observable: the phenomena of 
nature, 2. someone or something remarkable. 

pher-o-mone (fer’a mon’) /'ferasmown/ n. [count] a 
chemical substance released by an animal that serves to 
influence the behavior of other members of the same 
species: Sorne pheromones are used to attract mates. 

phi-al (fəl) /‘fayal/ n. viar. 

-phil-, root. -phil- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “love; loving.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BIBLIOPHILE, HEMOPHILIA, PHILANDER, PHILAN- 
THROPIC, PHILANTHROPY, PHILHARMONIC, PHILODENDRON, PHI- 
LOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY. 

phi-lan-der (fi lan/dar) /fi'lændər/ v. [no obj] (of a man) 
to make love with many women whom one will not marry 
or about whom one does not feel deeply. —phi-lan/- 
der-er, ni. [count] See -ANDRO-, -PHIL-. 

Phi-lan-thro-py (fi lan’thra pē) /fi'lanOropiy/ n., pl. 
-pies. 1. [noncourit] unselfish concern for human beings, 
esp. as shown by voluntary service or donations: a mil- 
lionaire noted for his philanthropy. 2. [count] a philan- 
thropic act or donation. 3. [count] a philanthropic institu- 
tion. —philean-throp-ic (fil’an throp/ik) /,filon'6ropik/ 
adj. —phi-lan/thro-pist, n. [Count] See -ANTHRO-, -PHIL-. 

phi-lat-e-ly (fi lat/l @) /fi'latliy/ n. [noncount] the col- 
lection and study of postage stamps. —phil-a-tel-ic (fil/- 
ə telik) /,filo'telik/ adj. —phi-lat/eslist, n. [count] 

-phile or -phil, suffix. 1. -phile is attached to roots and 
sometimes words to form nouns with the meaning “lover 
of, enthusiast for (a given object):” biblio- + -phile — 
bibliophile (= lover of books); Franco- + -phile ~ Fran- 
cophile (= lover of France or French things). 2. -phile is 
also attached to roots to form nouns with the meaning “a 
person sexually attracted to or overly interested in (a 
given object)": pedo- + -phile ~ pedophile (= someone 
with a sexual attraction for children). See -PHIL-. 

phil-haremonsic (fil/har mon/ik, fil/ar-) /,filhar'montk, 
filor-/ n. [count] a symphony orchestra. See -PHIL-. 

Phil-ip-pine (filə pén, fil’a pén/) /'filopiyn, ,fila'piyn/ 
adj. of or relating to the Philippines. See Fitipino. 

phil-is-tine (fil/ə stén’, -stin’, fi lis/tin, -tén) /‘fila,stiyn, 
-stayn, fi'listin, -tiyn/ n. [count; sometimes: Philistine] 
1. one who is lacking in culture, good taste, etc. —adj. 2. 
lacking in culture, good taste, etc.; uncultivated. 

phil-o-den-dron = (fil’a den/dran) /,filo'dendran/ n. 
[count], pl. -drons, -dra (-dra) /-dra/. a tropical American 
climbing plant of the arum family, usually having smooth, 
shiny, evergreen leaves. See -PHIL-. 

Phi-lol-o-gy (fi lol’a jé) /fi'lolad3iy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
Study of literary texts and of written records, esp. of their 
original form and meaning. 2. (esp. in older use) linguis- 
tics, esp. historical and comparative linquistics. —phil-o- 
log-i-cal (fil/ə loj7i kal) /,filo'Indzikal/ adj. —phi-lol’o- 
gist, n. [count] See -PHIL-, -LOG-. 

phi-los-o-pher (fi los’a far) /fi'losofar/ n. [count] 1. one 
who offers views and theories on, or who thinks about, 
profound questions of right or wrong, the nature of exist- 
ence, truth, and logic, and other related issues. 2. one 
who regulates or controls his or her life by philosophy. 3. 
one who is calm or thinks before acting, esp. under diffi- 
cult circumstances. See -PHIL-, -SOPH-. 

phil-o-soph:i-cal (fil/o sof/i kal) /,filo'sofikol/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to philosophy: philosophical investigations. 2. 
not likely to become upset when facing difficulty; remain- 
ing calm after disappointment: She was pltilosopltical 
about her loss. —phil/o-soph/i-calely, adv.: He faced his 
own death calmly and philosophically. See -PHIL-, -SOPH-. 

phi-los-o-phize (fi los’a fiz’) /fi'losa,fayz/ v. [no obj), 
-phized, -phiz-ing. 1. to indulge in philosophy, usually 
superficially. 2. to think or reason as a philosopher: They 
were plulosophizing about life and death. See -PHIL-, 
-SOPH-. 

phi-los-o-phy (fi los’a fē) /fi'lnsofiy/ n., pl. -phies. 1. 
[tortcount] the study of the truths and principles of exist- 
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ence, knowledge, and conduct. 2. [count] a particular 
system of such study or beliefs: the philosophy of Spi- 
noza. 3. [nonconnt] the critical study of the basic 
principles of a branch of knowledge: the philosophy of 
science. 4. [count] a system of principles for guidance in 
one’s everyday affairs: a simple philosophy of life: Treat 
others just as you would like to be treated. See -PHit-, 
-SOPH-. 

phil-ter (fil/ter) /‘filtor/ n. [count] a potion, charm, or 
drug, esp. One supposed to cause a person to fall in 
love. Also, esp. Brit., phil/tre. 

phle-bi-tis (fla bi/tis) /flo'baytis/ n. [noncount; used with 
a singular verb] inflammation of a vein, esp. in the legs. 

phlegm (fem) /flem/ n. [noncount] 1. the mucus in the 
nose, mouth, and throat, esp. that appearing in the lungs 
and throat passages when a person has a cold. 2. calm- 
ness; composure. 

phleg-mat-ic (feg mat/ik) /fleg'maxtik/ also phleg- 
mat/i-cal, adj. not easily excited to action or display of 
emotion; having a calm temperament. —phleg-mat/i- 
cally, adv.: The coach treated victories just like he did 
defeats, phlegniatically and with complete control. 

phlox (floks) /flnks/ n. [count], pl. phlox, phlox-es. a 
plant of North America, certain species of which are 
grown for their showy flowers. 

-phobe, suffix. -phobe is attached to roots and some- 
times words to form nouns that refer to persons who 
have a fear of something named by the root or preceding 
word: Anglo- + phobe 7 Anglophobe (= fear of English- 
speakers or of England). 

pho-biea (fō/bē ə) /'fowbiys/ n. [count], pl. -bieas. a 
continuous, irrational fear of something that leads to an 
overwhelming desire to avoid it: had a deep phobia 
about flying. 

-phobia, si/ffix. -phobia is attached to roots and some- 
times words to form nouns with the meaning “dread of, 
unreasonable hatred toward (a given object)”: agora- (= 
open space) + phobia ~ agoraphobia (= fear of open 
spaces); xeno- (= foreign) + -phobia ~ xenophobia (= 
hatred toward foreigners). 

phoebic (f6/bik) /‘fowbik/ adj. 1. of or relating to pho- 
bia: He'd become phobic about walking across dark park- 
ing lots at night. —n. [count] 2. a person with such a 
fear. 

-phobic, suffix. -phobic is attached to roots and words to 
form adjectives or nouns meaning “(a person) having a 
continuous, irrational fear or hatred toward” the object 
named in the root or preceding word: xeno- (= foreign) 
+ -phobic ~ xenophobic (= (a person) having a fear or 
hatred of foreigners). 

phoe-nix (fé/niks) /'‘fiyniks/ n. [cont] (sometimes: 
Plioenix] an imaginary bird that after a life of five or six 
centuries burns itself and rises from the ashes to begin a 
new cycle of years: like a phoenix rising fron: the ashes 
of his defeat. 

-phon-, root. -phon- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “sound; voice.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CACOPHONY, HOMOPHONE, MEGAPHONE, MICROPHONE, 
PHONETIC, PHONICS, PHONOGRAPH, PHONOLOGY, POLYPHONY, 
SAXOPHONE, STEREOPHONIC, SYMPHONY, TELEPHONE, XYLO- 
PHONE. 

phone (fon) /fown/ r, v., phoned, phoning. —n. 
[count] 1. a telephone. —v. 2. to use a telephone to call 
(someone): [~ + obj]: E tried phoning you last night, but 
no one was there. [no obj}: Look, just plione if you need 
us, OK? See -PHON-. 

phoenet-ic (fa net/ik, f6-) /fa'netik, fow-/ adj. 1. [before 
a nonu] of or relating to phonetics, or to the sound sys- 
tem of a language: the plionetic rules governing the pro- 
muuciation of the letter t in English. 2. of or relating to a 
system of spelling or writing in which one sound is repre- 
sented by one letter, and one letter represents only one 
sound: Finnish has a phonetic spelling system, but Swed- 
ish does riot. See -PHON-. 

pho-net-ics (fa neiks, fO-) /fo'netiks, fow-/ nm 1. 
[moncount; used with a singular verb] the study of speech 
sounds and how they are made, transmitted, and heard 
by the ear: Phonetics was one of the courses the studert 
teachers had to take. 2. (phiral; nsed with a plural verb] 
the phonetic system of a particular language. —pho-ne- 
tiecian (fo/ni tish%an) /,fownt'tifan/ s. [cont] See -PHON-. 

phonics (fon/iks) /'foniks/ sn. [noncournt; used with a 
singular verb] a method of teaching reading and spelling 
based upon the study of how sounds are related to ordi- 
nary spelling. —phon/ic, adj. —phon/i-cal-ly, adv. See 
-PHON-. 

pho-no-graph (fō/nə graf’) /“fowns,grief/ u. [count] a 
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machine that reproduces sound using records in the 
form of grooved disks. —pho/’no-graph/ic, adj. See 
-GRAPH-, -PHON-. 

pho-nol-o-gy (fa nol’a jé, f6-) /fa'nnlodziy, fow-/ n. 
[nonconnt] the study of how sounds are patterned in a 
language and of the rules governing pronunciation. 
—phorno-log-i-cal (fGn/! oj/i kal) /,fownl'nd3ikal/ adj. 
—phornol/o-gist (-jist) /-d3ist/ n. [count] See -PHON-, 
-LOG-. 

pho-ny or phoeney (f6/né) /'fowniy/ adj., -niver, -ni- 
est, n., pl. -nies or -neys, v., -nied or -neyed, -ny-ing or 
-ney-ing. —adj. 1. not real or genuine; fake: phony 
diamonds. 2. false or deceiving; affected or pretentious: 
a phony excuse. —n. 3. something phony; a counterfeit 
or fake: That's a phony; she has the real gern! 4. an in- 
sincere person; a person who pretends to be better than 
he or she is: What a phony he was! —v. 5. to falsify: [~ 
+ up + obj]: to phony up a document. [~ + obj + up]: 
to phony the document up by changing the date and 
some figures. —pho/ni-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

phoo-ey (foo’é) /'fuwiy/ interj. Informal. (used to ex- 
press a feeling of disgust): Phooey, | don't believe it! 

phos-phate (fos/fat) /'fosfeyt/ n. a materia! containing 
compounds of phosphorus, used in fertilizers and else- 
where: [nonconmnt]: fertilizer full of phosphate. [count]: 
laundry detergent with phosphates in it. 

phos-pho-res-cence (fos/fa res’ans) /,fnsfo'resons/ n. 
[nonconnt] the property of giving off light at tempera- 
tures below burning, as after exposure to light or other 
radiation. —phos/pho-res/cent, adj. 

Phos-phorrus (fos/fər as) /'fosfaras/ n. [noncomnt]) a 
nonmetallic element and a basic part of plant and animal 
tissue. 

Pho-to (%0) /‘fowtow/ n. [connt], pl. -tos. a photo- 
graph. 

photo-, prefix. photo- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “light”: photo- + biology ~ photobiology; 
photo- + -on ~ photon (= elementary “particle” of 
light). This prefix also means “photographic” or “photo- 
graph”: photo- + copy ~ photocopy. 

pho-to-cell (f6/to sel’) /‘fowtow,sel/ n. [count] an elec- 
tronic device that converts light into electrical energy by 
producing voltage: Photocells are used in automatic con- 
trol systems for doors. 

pho-to-copeirer (fO/ta kop/é ar) /'fowto,knpiyor/ n. 
[cont] any electrically operated machine using a photo- 
graphic method for making instant copies of written or 
printed material. 

pho-to-cop-y (fd/ta kopē) /'fowto,knpiy/ n., pl. -cop: 
ies, v., -cop-ied, -cop-y-ing. —n. [coint] 1. a photo- 
graphic copy of a document or the like: We made a pho- 
tocopy and sent back the original. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
make a photocopy of: We photocopied the original. 
—pho/to-cop’i-er, n. (count) 

pho-to-e-lec-tric (fO/4tG6 i lek/trik) /,fowtowr'lektrik/ 
adj. of or relating to electronic effects produced by light: 
A pliotoelectric cell uses light to start another apparatus. 

pho/to fin/ish, n. [count] 1. a finish of a race so close 
as to require careful examination of a photograph to de- 
termine the winner. 2. any result of a very close contest, 
election, etc. 

pho-to-gen-ic (fo/ta jen4ik) /,fowto'd3zenitk/ adj. form- 
ing an attractive subject for photography. —pho/to- 
gen/i-cal-ly, adv. See -GEN-. 

pho-to-graph (fota graf’) /fowta,graxf/ n. [count] 1. a 
picture produced by photography. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to 
take a photograph of: The reporter photographed the 
schoolchildren. 3. [10 Obj] to practice photography. 4. 
[no obj] to be photographed, esp. in some specified way: 
The children photographed well. See -GRAPH-. 

pho-to-grapheic (fta graffik) /,fowto'grieftk/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 1. of or relating to photography: her photo- 
graphic equipment: liglits, cameras, filni. 2. remember- 
ing as accurately as if one had a photograph before 
oneself: a photographic mienory. —pho/to-graph/i- 
cally, adv. 

pho-tog-ra-phy (fə tog/rə fē) /fa'tngrafiy/ n. [non- 
count] the process of producing images of objects on 
special paper by the chemical action of light. —pho- 
tog’/ra-pher, n. (const) 

pho-to-jour-nal-ism (f0/to jar/nl iz’am) 
/ fowtow'd33rnl,izom/ nu. [(voncomnt) journalism in which 
the story is told largely in photographs with captions. 
—pho/to-jour/nal-ist, n. [connt] 

pho-tom-e-ter (fo tom/i tər) /fow'tomitor/ n. [count] 
an instrument that measures light. See -METER-. 
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pho-ton (f6/ton) /‘fowton/ n. [count] a unit of measure 
of electromagnetic radiation. 

pho-to-syn-theesis (f6/ta sin/thə sis) /,fowta'sinOasis/ 
n. [noncount] the production of organic materials from 
carbon dioxide and water, using sunlight as energy with 
the aid of chlorophyll. See -THEs-. 

phras-al (fra/zal) /‘freyzal/ adj. 1. of or relating to a 
phrase, a group of words forming a grammatical unit. 2. 
of or relating to a verbal construction composed of a 
verb plus an adverb or preposition, in which the con- 
struction has a meaning that could not be inferred from 
its component parts, as fook up, which means “to exam- 
ine in a book,” or come across, which means “to meet or 
encounter.” 

phrase (fraz) /freyz/ n, v, phrased, phras-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a group of two or more words constituting a 
grammatical unit and lacking a finite verb or a subject 
and verb: A plirase can be a preposition and a noun or 
Pronoun, an adjective and a noun, or an adverb and a 
verb, but it is not a clause and is not a sentence. 2. a 
characteristic, popular, or well-known expression: That 
tune had some catchy phrases in it. 3. a brief statement 
or remark. 4. a division or part of a piece of music, com- 
monly a passage of four or eight measures. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to express or say (something) in a particular way: 
Let me phrase it this way: Your services are no longer 
needed at this company. 

phra-se-oleo-gy (fra/zé ol/a jé) /,freyziy'nlad3iy/ n. 
[noncount] manner or style of verbal expression: legal 
phraseology. 

-phys-, root. -phys- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “nature; natural order.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: GEOPHYSICS, METAPHYSICS, PHYSICIAN, 
PHYSICS, PHYSIOGNOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, PHYSIQUE. 

phys-i-cal (fiz/i kal) /'fizikal/ adj. 1. [before a noun] of 
or relating to the body: physical growth. 2. [before a 
noun] of or relating to that which is material: the physical 
universe. 3. sexual: a physical attraction. 4. physically 
demonstrative; showing one’s feelings by touching an- 
other: She's not afraid to be physical and give her friends 
a hug. 5. requiring, having, or liking rough physical con- 
tact: Football is a very physical sport. 6. contained in or 
being computer hardware: physical memory. —n. [count] 
7. an examination of the body: / needed a complete 
physical because | was so run-down. —phys/i-cal-ly, 
adv.: physically fit; Physically he seems OK, but emotion- 
ally he's a wreck. See -PHYS-. 

phys/ical educa/tion, n. [noncomnt) instruction in 
sports, exercise, and hygiene, esp. as part of a school 
program. See -PHYS-. 

phys/ical sci/ence, n. any of the natural sciences 
dealing with non-living matter or energy, as physics, 
chemistry, and astronomy: [roncoint): Does physical sci- 
ence get more funding from the government? (count): 
He was more interested in the physical sciences than in 
the life sciences. 

phys/ical ther’apy, n. [noncount] the treatment or 
management of physical injuries, malfunction, or pain by 
physical techniques, as by exercise, massage, etc. 
—phys/ical ther/apist, n. [count] 

phy-si-cian (fi zish’an) /fi'zifan/ n. [count] one licensed 
to practice medicine; a doctor of medicine. See -PHys-. 

phys-ics (fiz’iks) /‘fiziks/ n. [noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb] the science that deals with matter, energy, 
motion, and force: Physics is what seems to have inter- 
ested him the most. —physiecist (fiz%a sist) /'fizasist/ n. 
[count] See -PHys-. 

phys-i-cog-noemy (fiz/ē og/na mē, -on’a mē) /fiz- 
iy'pgnoamiy, -'pnomiy/ n. [count], pl. -mies. the face, 
esp. as Suggesting something about one’s character. See 
-PHYS-. 

phys-i-ol-o-gy (fiz’é ol/a jé) /fiziy'nlad3ziy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the branch of biology dealing with the functions 
and activities of living organisms and their parts. 2. [usu- 
ally singular] the processes or functions of something liv- 
ing or of any of its parts. —phys-i-o-logei-cal (fiz/ē ə- 
loj7i_ kal) /,fiziya'lnd3ikal/ adj. —phys/i-ol/o-gist, n. 
[count] See -PHyYS-. 

phys-i-o-ther-a-py (fiz’é 6 ther’a pē) / fiziyow'Oerapiy/ 
n. [noncount) therapy performed on a person's body to 
restore its natural ability, as exercises to strengthen an 
injured limb. —phys/i-o-ther’a-pist, n. [count] See 
-PHYS-. 

phy-sique (fi zék’) /fi'ziyk/ n. [count] the structure, 
shape, or appearance of the human body or of a per- 
son's body: the physique of an athlete. See -PHYS-. 

pi (pi) /pay/ n. [count], pl. pis. 1. the 16th letter of the 
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Greek alphabet (Il, 7). 2. a. the letter m, used as the 
symbol for the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its 
diameter. b. the ratio itself, a number usually given as 3. 
141592 +. 

pianisesimo (pē/ə nis’a mō, pyä-) /,piya'niso,mow, 
pya-/ adj., adv., n., pl. -mos. Music. —adj. 1. very soft. 
—adv. 2. very softly. —n. [count] 3. a passage played in 
this way. 

Pi-aneist (pē an/ist, pyan/-, pé/a nist) /piy'ænıst, 'pyæn-, 
‘piyanist/ n. [count] one who plays the piano, esp. aS a 
profession. 

Piean-o' (pē an/6, pyan/ō) /piy'wnow, 'pyænow/ n. 
[count], pl -aneos. a musical instrument in which felt- 
covered hammers, operated from a keyboard, strike 
metal strings. 

Pisaeno’ (pe ä/nō, pyd’-) /piy'anow, 'pya-/ Music. —adj. 
1. soft; subdued. —adv. 2. softly. Abbr.: p 

piazza (pē az/a, -ä/zə or, for I, 3 pē at/sa, -at/-) 
/piy'æzə, -'azə or, for 1, 3 piy'ætsə, -'at-/ n. [count], pl. 
Pi-az-zas, /t. piaz-ze (pydt/tse) /'pyattse/. 1. an open 
public square in a city or town, esp. in Italy. 2. Chiefly 
New England and Southern U.S. a large porch. 3. Chiefly 
Brit. an arcade or covered walk or gallery. 

pieca (pi/ka) /'‘payka/ n. [count], pl. -cas. a size of type, 
widely used in typewriters, having 10 characters to the 
inch. Compare evite (def. 2). 

pic-a-resque (pik’a resk/) /,pika'resk/ adj. of or relating 
to a form of written fiction in which the adventures of a 
dishonest but fun-loving hero are described in a series of 
humorous episodes. 

Picearyune (pik/é yoon’, pik/a-) /,pikiy'yuwn, ,piko-/ 
adj. Also, pic’a-yun/ish. 1. of little value or importance; 
small; trifling: arguing over some picayine details. 2. 
petty; too interested in small, unimportant matters. 

picecaclileli (pik’a lil/ē) /‘pika,liliy/ n. [count], pl. -lis. a 
strong-smelling food added to other foods for flavor, 
made of chopped vegetables, mustard, vinegar, and hot 
spices. 

pic-co-lo (pik’a 15’) /‘pika,low/ n. [count], pl. -los. a 
small flute that is an octave higher than the ordinary 
flute. 

pick’ (pik) /pik/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to choose or select, esp. 
with care: She picked the best detective on the force to 
head the investigation. 2. to seek occasion for; provoke: 
to pick a fight. 3. to attempt to find; seek out: trying to 
pick flaws in his argument. 4. to steal the contents of: to 
pick a pocket. 5. to open (a lock) with a device other 
than a key, esp. for the purpose of burglary: The spy 
managed to pick the lock and get into her house. 6. to 
pierce or break up (something) with a pointed instru- 
ment: fo pick iron ore. 7. to use a pointed instrument on 
(a thing), to remove particles or something stuck: After 
dinner he grabbed a toothpick and began to pick his 
teeth. 8. to prepare for use by removing a covering, as 
feathers: to pick a fowl. 9. to detach or remove piece by 
piece with the fingers: to pick meat from the bones. 10. 
to pull out and gather one by one: to pick flowers. 11. a. 
to pluck (the strings of a musical instrument): She picked 
the strings softly at first. b. to play (a stringed instru- 
ment) by plucking with the fingers: strumming and pick- 
ing his guitar. 12. pick apart, to criticize severely or in 
great detail: [~ + apart + obj): picked apart his argu- 
ments one by one. [~ + obj + apart]: picked most of 
his arguments apart. 13. pick at, [~ + at + obj] a. to 
find fault with; nag: He kept picking at her until she ex- 
ploded. b. to eat only a small amount: For days she only 
picked at her meals. c. to grasp at; touch; handle: a 
nervous habit of picking at his jacket sleeve. 14. pick 
off, a. to remove by pulling or plucking off: [~ + off + 
obj): She picked off the feathers from the chicken. [~ + 
obj + of): She picked the feathers off the chicken. b. to 
single out and shoot: [~ + off + obj]: picked off a duck 
rising from the marsh. [~ + obj + off): With this rifle an 
assassin Could pick you off at a thousand yards. c. Base- 
ball. to put out (a base runner) in a pick-off play: [~ + 
off + obj): picked off three players in one game. [~ + 
obj + off]: picked me off twice in one game. 15. pick 
on, [~ + on + obj] a. to tease; bother greatly; harass: 
The other kids picked on her because she was poor. b. 
to single out; choose: The teacher tended to pick on her 
often becatise she came to class prepared. 16. pick out, 
a. to choose; select: [~ + ont + obj]: Pick out the best 
tomatoes. [~ + obj + ont): She picked the best toma- 
foes out and left the rest. b. to distinguish (something) 
from that which surrounds: [~ + ot + obj): to pick out 
her face in a crowd. [~ + obj + out): Can you pick that 
criminal'’s face out from among these photos? c. to work 
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Out (a melody) note by note; play by ear: [~ + out + 
obj): idly picking out a tune. [~ + obj + out]: She 
picked a tune out on the piano. 17. pick up, a. to lift or 
take up: [~ + up + obj): to pick up a stone. [~ + obj + 
up): He picked the stone up. b. to gather or collect, esp. 
systematically: [~ + up + obj]: Please pick up the 
pieces. [~ + obj + up]: Pick the pieces up. c. [~ + up 
+ obj] to gain or acquire: picked up nine yards on the 
play. d. to obtain or learn casually or as a result of occa- 
sional opportunity: [~ + up + obj]: I've picked up a few 
Japanese phrases. [~ + obj + up]: | was able to pick 
English up fairly quickly. e. to take on (casually) as a pas- 
senger: [~ + up + obj): They picked up some guy hitch- 
hiking on Interstate 40. [~ + obj + up): They picked 
some guy up on Interstate 40. f. to arrange to collect 
(something), or to meet and collect (someone) as a pas- 
senger, etc.: [~ + up + obj]: Please pick up some milk 
on the way home. [~ + obj + up): We'll pick you up at 
eight o'clock. g. to bring into the range of one’s ability to 
receive (as On a radio), or observe, detect, etc.: [~ + up 
+ obj): to pick up Toronto on the radio. [~ + obj + 
up): Their sonar could pick the Russian sub up. h. [~ + 
up + obj] to accelerate; gain (speed): The car picked up 
speed. i. [~ + up + obj] to catch or contract, as a dis- 
ease: picked up a cold. j. to (cause to) make progress, 
improve, or recover: [no Obj]: Business is picking up. [~ 
+ obj + up): This should pick you up: good news at last 
about the economy! [~ + up + obj]: The news of the in- 
vasion picked up the morale of the prisoners. k. to be- 
come acquainted with informally or casually, often in 
hope of a sexual relationship: [~ + up + obj]: They 
were cruising at the bars, hoping to pick up some men. 
[~ + obj + up): Let's try to pick those girls up. \. to re- 
sume or continue after being left off: [~ + up + obj]: 
Let's pick up the discussion at our next meeting. [~ + 
obj + up): Can we pick this up at our next meeting? m. 
to take to jail; arrest: [~ + up + obj]: The police picked 
up the suspect the next day. [~ + obj + up): The police 
picked the suspect up the day after the murder. n. [~ + 
up + obj] to accept, as in order to pay: As we rose to 
leave, he picked up the check, saying, “lll pay this time.” 
18. pick up on, [~ + up on + obj] Informal. to become 
aware of; notice: / picked up on his hostility right away. 
—n. 19. [noncount) the act of selecting; choice: Take 
your pick. 20. [count] a person or thing selected: Two of 
the team's first draft picks would not sign with them. 21. 
[noncount] the best, choicest, or most desirable part or 
example: This horse is the pick of the stable. — Idiom. 
22. pick and choose, [no obj] to be careful or particular 
in choosing: You won't have time to pick and choose; 
just grab what looks good. —pick/er, n. (count) 
pick? (pik) /pik/ n. [count] 1..a heavy tool made of a 
metal head, usually curved, coming to a point at one or 
both ends, mounted on a wooden handle, and used for 
breaking up soil, rock, etc. 2. any pointed tool or instru- 
ment for picking: an ice pick. 3. PLECTRUM. 
pickeax or pick*axe (pik/aks’) /'pik,xvks/ n., pi. -ax-es, 
v., -axed, -axeing. —n. [count] 1. Pick? (def. 1). —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to cut or clear away with a pickax. 
pick-er-el (pik’ar al, pik/ral) /'pikoroal, ‘pikrol/ n. 
[count], pl. (esp. when thought of as a group) -el, (esp. 
for kinds or species) -els. 1. a kind of fish, a pike. 2. the 
walleye, blue pike, or pikeperch. 
pick-et (pik/it) /‘pikit/ m. [count] 1. a post driven into 
the ground for use in a fence, to fasten down a tent, etc. 
2. a person stationed, as by a union, Outside a store, 
etc., to persuade workers or customers not to enter it 
during a strike. 3. a person engaged in a similar demon- 
stration. 4. a soldier placed on a forward position to 
warn against an enemy advance. —v. 5. to place pickets 
in front of or around (a factory, etc.), as during a strike or 
demonstration: [~ + obj]: The workers were picketing 
the shap. [no obj]: While the workers were picketing, se- 
curity teams photographed them. 
pick/et line’, n. [count] a line of strikers or other pick- 
ets. 
pickle (pik/al) /pikol/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. 1. a vege- 
table, esp. a cucumber, that has been preserved and fla- 
vored in brine or vinegar: [count]: a jar of sweet dill 
pickles. [noncount): relish made of pickle. 2. [noncount] 
a liquid prepared with salt or vinegar, for preserving or 
flavoring meat, etc.; brine or marinade. 3. (count; usually 
singular, usually: a + ~] a troublesome situation; a diffi- 
culty: We're in a pickle now, surrounded by woods. —v. 
[~ + obj] 4. to preserve or soak in brine or other liquid. 
pick-pock-et (pik’pok/it) /‘pik,pokit/ n. [count] 1. one 
who steals from the pockets of people, as in a crowded 
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public place. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to steal from the pocket 
of. 

pick-up (pik/up’) /'pik,ap/ n. 1. [count] an improve- 
ment, as in health, business conditions, etc. 2. [count] a 
casual acquaintance, as one offering hope of a sexual en- 
counter. 3. [noncount] acceleration, or the ability to ac- 
celerate: not much pickup with such a small engine. 4. 
[count] Also called pick/up truck’. a small truck with a 
low-sided open body, used for deliveries and light haul- 
ing. 5. [count] a device at the end of the tone arm of a 
record player that converts vibrations into electric im- 
pulses. —adj. [before a noun] 6. made up of or using 
whatever is available at the moment: a pickup dance 
band. 

pick-y (pik/’é) /'pikiy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest. fussy or finicky; 
too particular: a picky eater; a picky shopper. 

Picenic (pik/nik) /'‘piknik/ n., v, -nicked, -nick-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a trip in which food is brought and a meal is 
shared in the open air. 2. the food eaten on such an ex- 
cursion. 3. [used with negative words or phrases] Infor- 
mal. an enjoyable experience, task, etc.: That three-year 
hitch in the Army was no picnic. —v. [no obj] 4. to go on 
or take part in a picnic: We picnicked in that same park 
every summer. —pic/nicker, n. [count]: The picnickers 
were fighting off the ants. 

pic-to-graph (pik/ta graf’) /‘pikto,graf/ n. [count] 1. a 
single sign or symbol that is a small picture, as in a sys- 
tem of writing using such symbols for words. 2. a paint- 
ing or drawing on a rock wall or the like by ancient or 
prehistoric peoples. See -GRAPH-. 

pic-torrieal (pik tor/é al, -tor7é-) /pik'toriyal, -'towriy-/ 
adj. of or relating to a picture; illustrated by or contain- 
ing pictures: a pictorial biography. —pic-to/ri-al-ly, adv. 

pic-ture (pik/char) /'piktfor/ n., v., -tured, -tureing. —n. 
[count] 1. a representation of a person, object, or scene, 
as a painting, drawing, or photograph: He drew a little 
picture of his dog. 2. a mental image: a picture in his 
mind of that beautiful mountainside in Norway. 3. a 
strong, powerful description: a frightening picture of life 
in a totalitarian society. 4. MOTION PICTURE (def. 2): Her 
latest picture won her an Oscar. 5. [the + ~] the image 
or perfect likeness of someone else: She is the picture of 
her father. 6. (singular; the/a + ~] a concrete example 
of some quality or condition: He is the very picture of 
health. 7. a situation or set of circumstances: He's miss- 
ing the big picture (= He does not understand the entire 
situation). 8. the image on a television screen, motion- 
picture screen, or computer monitor. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to 
represent pictorially, as by painting or drawing: The artist 
pictured her as a young, vibrant woman. 10. to form a 
mental picture of; imagine: Picture this: a herd of ele- 
phants charging right at you. 

pic-tur-esque (pik’cha resk’) /,piktfo'resk/ adj. 1. 
charming or pleasing to the eye: a picturesque village. 2. 
(of writing, speech, appearance, etc.) strikingly effective 
in conveying a mental picture: Her essay had picturesque 
language. 

pid-dle (pid/l) /‘pidl/ v. [no obj], -dled, -dling. 1. to 
waste time; dawdle: just piddling around doing nothing. 
2. Informal. to urinate. 

pid-dling (pid/ling) /‘pidlin/ adj. so small in amount as 
to be unimportant or ignored; negligible: the school’s 
piddling resources for special students. 

Pidgsin (pijan) /‘pidzon/ n. 1. a language that has de- 
veloped from the need of speakers of two different lan- 
guages to communicate and is primarily a simplified 
form of one of the languages, with a reduced vocabulary 
and grammatical structure: [count]: The traders spoke a 
pidgin when they did business across the border. [non- 
count): Maybe if you speak pidgin you can make yourself 
understood. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to 
such a language: pidgin English. 

pie (pi) /pay/ n. 1. a crust of baked dough, filled with 
fruit, pudding, etc.: [count]: an apple pie. [noncount): 
had apple pie for dessert. 2. a layer cake with a cream or 
custard filling: [count]: a Boston cream pie. [noncount): 
Our desserts include lemon meringue pie and Boston 
cream pie. 3. (count) a total or whole that can be di- 
vided: They want a bigger piece of the pie. 4. [count] an 
activity or affair: I’m sure he had a finger in the pie. 
—Idiom. 5. easy as pie, extremely easy or simple: 
Stealing the money was easy as pie. 6. pie in the sky, 
[noncount] a plan, suggestion, idea, or belief about 
something not likely to come true: His new tax plan is 
just pie in the sky. 

pie-bald (pi/bold’) /‘pay,bold/ adj. 1. having patches of 
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two colors, esp. black and white. —n. [count] 2. a pie- 
bald animal, esp. a horse. 

piece (pēs) /piys/ n., v., pieced, piecing. —n. [count] 
l. a portion or quantity of something: a piece of land. 2. 
a portion of a whole: a piece of apple pie. 3. an individ- 
ual thing of a particular class or set: a piece of furniture. 
4. a created work of art, music, or writing: He writes 
funny pieces for that magazine. 5. one of the figures, 
disks, or the like used in playing a board game. 6. an ex- 
aniple of something: This report is a fine piece of work. 
7. a part, fragment, or shred: to tear a tetter into pieces. 
8. one’s opinion or thoughts on a subject: Here’s a piece 
of advice: don't do it. 9. a coin: a five-cent piece. 10. an 
amount of work constituting a single job: to be paid by 
the piece. See piecework. 11. (singular; a + ~) Midland 
and Southern U.S. a distance: down the road a piece. 
—v. 12. [~ + obj] to mend by adding a piece or pieces; 
patch. 13. to join together, as pieces or parts: [~ + to- 
gether + obj): | pieced together the broken fragments. 
[~ + obj + together): } pieced the fragments together. 
14. to make or assemble by or as if by joining pieces or 
facts, information, etc.: [~ + together + obj]: to piece 
together such a fine musicat program. [~ + obj + to- 
gether): She pieced a fine program together. [~ + to- 
gether + obj): They were finally able to piece together 
the whole story of his death. — Idiom. 15. a piece of 
one’s mind, a sharp scolding or piece of criticism: gave 
his daughter a piece of his mind when she came home 
so late. 16. go to pieces, to lose control of oneself: AF- 
ter her son's death she simply went to pieces. 17. in 
pieces, destroyed; in ruins; not effective: careful plans of 
conquest lay in pieces. 18. piece of cake, /nforma?. 
something easily done: Robbing the store was a piece of 
cake. 19. to pieces, left completely ruined or no longer 
effective: tore our arguments to pieces. —-Usage. Note 
that since Piece is a noun that can be counted, it may be 
used to describe a part of some noncount noun: Awmber 
[noncount] ~ a piece [count] of humber; furniture [non- 
count) 7 a piece [count] of furniture. 

pièce de ré-sis-tance (pyes da ra zé stans’) /pyes də 
reyziy'stas/ n. [count], pl. pièces de ré-sis-tance (pyes 
də ra ze stans’) /pyes də reyziy'stas/ French. 1. the prin- 
cipal dish of a meal. 2. the principal item of a series or 
group, esp. one that is very effective or impressive: The 
piéce de résistance was her presentation of her advertis- 
ing campaign. 

piece-meal (pés/mél’) /‘piys,miyl/ adv. 1. one piece at 
a time: to work piecemeal. —adj. 2. done piecemeal. 

piece-work (pés/wirk’) /'piys,wark/ n. [noncount]) work 
done and paid for by the piece. 

pied (pid) /payd/ adj. 1. having two or more colors in a 
pattern of patches or spots; piebald. 2. wearing pied 
clothing. 

pied-à-terre (pē a/da tar’, -da-, pya/-) /piy ,cydo ‘tear, 
-da-, ,pyey-/ n. [count], pl pieds-a-terre (pē a/da tar’, 
-da-, pya’-) /piy,cyda'tear, -da-, ,pyey-/. a residence, as 
an apartment, for part-time or temporary use. 

pier (pér) /ptor/ n. [count] a structure built on posts ex- 
tending from land out over water, used as a landing 
place for ships, etc. 

pierce (pērs) /piors/ v., pierced, piercing. 1. to pene- 
trate or go through (something), as a pointed object 
does: [~ + obj]: The spear pierced his leg and he fet. 
[no obj]: An arrow pierced through his arm. 2.(~ + obj] 
to make a hole or opening in: She got her ears pierced. 
3. [~ + obj] to make (a hole) by or as if by drilling, etc.: 
They pierced a hole through the ship's hull. 4 {~ + obj] 
to force or make a way into or through: a road that 
pierces the jungle. 5S. [~ + obj] to sound sharply 
through (the air, etc.), as a cry: A scream pierced the si- 
tence of the night. 

pier-cing (pér/sing) /'prorsin/ adj. 1. penetrating, as 
with the eye or mind: He gazed at her with a piercing 
took. 2. causing or bringing about a strong emotion: a 
piercing memory of their former love. 3. sharp or loud: a 
piercing scream. 4. (of a wind or the cold) biting: a pierc- 
ing wind. —pier/cing-ly, adv. 

Pi-e-ty (pi/i tē) /‘payitiy/ n. [noncount) 1. reverence for 
or devotion to God, or deep respect for religion. 2. the 
quality or state of being pious. 3. respect for parents, 
homeland, etc.: filiat piety. 

pif-fle (piffal) /‘pifal/ n. (noncount) Informat. nonsense. 
—Ppif/fling, adj.: mostly piling, inconsequentiat chatter. 

pig (pig) /pig/ n., v, pigged, pig-ging. —n. 1. [count] a 
short, fat mammal with hooves; a young swine of either 
sex, esp. one kept on a farm and weighing less than 120 
Ib. (54 kg). 2. [count] any swine. 3. [noncourit] the flesh 
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of this animal; pork. 4. [count] one who eats too much, 
is greedy, or is very sloppy. 5. (count) Slang (disparag- 
ing). a police officer. —v. 6. pig out, [no obj] Slang. to 
eat too much food: We pigged out on pizza tast night. 

pi-geon (pij’an) /‘pid3an/ n. (count) 1. a bird having a 
plump body and small head, esp. the larger species with 
Square or rounded tails. 2. Slang. a. a girl or young 
woman. b. a person who is easily fooled or cheated. 

Pi-geon-hole (pijan hdl’) /pidzon,howl/ n., v., -holed, 
-holeing. —n. (count) 1. one of a series of small, open 
compartments in a desk or cabinet, used for filing 
papers, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to assign to a place in an 
orderly system, esp. in a narrow-minded way: pigeon- 
holed the demonstrators as “commies and pinkos.” 

pi7geon-toed’, adj. having the toes or feet turned in- 
ward. 

Pig-gish (pig/ish) /'pigif/ adj. 1. greedy; eating too 
much. 2. stubborn. —pig/gish-ness, n. [noncount) 

pig-gy or pig-gie (pig/ē) /'pigiy/ n., pt -gies, adj., 
“giver, -givest. —n. [count] 1. a small or young pig. 
—adj. 2. PIGGISH. 

Pig-gy-back (pig’é bak’) /'pigiy,ba&k/ adv. 1. on the 
back or shoulders: The chitd rode piggyback on her fa- 
ther. —adj. 2. [before a noun] on the back or shoulders: 
a piggyback ride. 3. attached to, carried on, or added to 
something else: a piggyback clause concerning the prop- 
erly. 4. of or relating to the carrying of one vehicle on 
another, as the carrying of truck trailers on flatcars. —v. 
5. [~ + obj] to carry on the back or shoulders: He piggy- 
backed his daughter into her crib. 6. to (cause to) be at- 
tached to, carried on, or added to something else: [~ + 
obj): They piggybacked a clause to the amendment. (no 
obj): The amendment wil probably piggyback on the 
other bill. 7. {~ + obj] to carry (one vehicle) on another. 
—n. [count] 8. a piggyback ride. 9. a vehicle on which 
another is carried. 10. anything attached to or carried on 
something else. 

pig/egy bank’, n. (count) a small bank, usually in the 
shape of a pig, with a slot to receive coins. 

pig-head-ed (pig/hed/id) /‘pig,hedid/ adj. stupidly stub- 
born. —pig’/head/ed-ly, adv. —pig/head/’ed-ness, n. 
(noncount] 

Piglet (pig/lit) /‘piglit/ n. [count] a little pig. 

pig-ment (pig/mant) /‘pigmoant/ n. 1. a dry substance 
that when mixed in liquid becomes a paint, etc.: [non- 
count): mixing pigment to form paint. (count): various 
pigments needed to produce that color. 2. [noncoune] 
any natural coloring substance, as chlorophyll or hemo- 
globin, that produces color in living things: the tight blue 
pigment in her eyes. 

pig-men-ta-tion (pig/man ta’shan) /,pigmon'teyfan/_n. 
[noncount] coloring, esp. of the skin: dark pigmentation. 

Pig-pen (pig’/pen’) /'pig,pen/ n. (count) 1. a pen for 
keeping pigs. 2. a filthy or very untidy place: Your room 
is a pigpen; clean it up at once. 

pigskin (pig/skin’) /‘pig,skin/ n. 1. (noncount) the skin 
ofa pig. 2. [(noncount) leather made from it. 3. [count a 
football. 

Pig-tail (pig’tal’) /‘pig,teyl/ m. [count] a braid of hair 
hanging down the sides or the back of the head. 

pike’ (pik) /payk/ n. [count], pt. (esp. when thought of as 
a group) pike, (esp. for kinds or species) pikes. a large, 
slender, freshwater fish having a long, flat snout. 

pike? (pik) /payk/ n., v., piked, piking. —n. [count] 1. a 
long weapon having a pointed head, formerly used by in- 
fantry. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pierce, wound, or kill with a 
pike. 

pike? (pik) /payk/ n. [count] 1. a toll road or highway; 
turnpike. -—Idiom. 2. come down the pike, to 
emerge; come forth; appear: the greatest idea that ever 
came down the pike. 

pikeer (pi’kar) /'‘paykor/ n. [count] a person who does 
anything in a small or cheap way. 

pilaf or piclaff (pé/laf, pi laf) /‘piylaf, pi'laf/ also pie 
lau (pé/laf, -I6, -lou, pi läf/, -107, -lou’) /‘piylaf, -lo, 
-law, pr'laf, -'lo, -‘law/ n. [noncount] a Middle Eastern 
dish of rice cooked in bouillon, sometimes with meat or 
shellfish. 

pilechard (pil’chard) /‘piltford/ n. [count] a small, sea- 
dwelling fish, related to the herring but smaller and 
rounder. 

pile’ (pil) /payl/ n., v., piled, piling. —n. [count] 1. an 
assemblage of things lying one upon the other: / had a 
huge pile of papers to correct. 2. a large number or 
amount of anything: a pite of work. 3. Informal. a large 
amount of money: He made a pile and vanished Some- 
where in South America. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to put or lay 
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in a pile: to pile leaves. 5. to (cause to) be accumulated, 
gathered, or stored: [~ + up + obj): to pile up money. 
[~ + obj + up): He piled a lot of money up before he 
retired. [~ + on + obj): really enjoys piling on the 
homework. [~ + obj + on): She really piles it on right 
before a holiday. [n0 obj; ~ + up): His debts kept piling 
up. 6. [~ + obj] to cover or load with a pile: The back of 
the car was piled high with firewood. 7. [no obj) to move 
as a group in a more or less confused, disorderly man- 
ner: They piled off the train. 

pile? (pil) /payl/ n., v., piled, pileing. —n. [count] 1. a 
long, rounded, or flat piece of wood, concrete, etc., ham- 
mered upright into soil to form part of a foundation. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to drive piles into. 

pile? (pil) /payl/ n. [noncoint) 1. a surface or thickness of 
soft hair, down, etc. 2. a soft or brushy surface on cloth, 
etc., formed by upright yarns, as in velvet or terry. 
—piled, adj.: deep-piled, thick carpeting. 

pilet (pil) /payl/ n. Usually, piles. [pirraf) HEMORRHOIDS. 

pileup (pil/up’) /‘payl,ap/ n. [cornt] 1. a collision of 
several moving vehicles: a bad pileup on Interstate 80. 
2. an accumulation, as of chores or bills. 

pil-fer (pil/far) /'pilfar/ v. to steal, esp. in small quanti- 
ties: [~ + obj]: pilfering pens and pencils. [no obj): pil- 
fering from the office. —pil-fer-age (pil/far ij) /‘pilfarid3/ 
n. (roncount) —pil/fer-er, n. [connut] 

pilgrim (pilgrim, -gram) /'pılgrım, -grom/ n. (connt] 1. 
a person on a pilgrimage. 2. a traveler or wanderer, esp. 
in a foreign place. 

pilgrimage (pil/grə mij) /‘pilgroamid3/ n. a journey, 
esp. a long one, made to some sacred or holy place as 
an act of religious devotion: [count]: a pilgrirnage to the 
Holy Land. (noncount): the iniportance of pilgrimage in 
the Middle Ages. 

pill (pil) /pil/ n. (cont) 1. a small tablet or capsule of 
medicine: Take two of these pills at bedtinie. 2. some- 
thing unpleasant that has to be accepted or suffered 
through: Being denied promotion was a bitter pill for her 
to swallow. 3. Slang. a tiresomely disagreeable person. 
4. the pill, an oral contraceptive for women: Because 
she was on the pill, she didn't expect to get pregnant. 

pillage (pil/ij) /‘pilid3/ v., -laged, -lag-ing, 1. —v. 1. to 
steal goods by open violence and force, as in war; plun- 
der: [10 obj]: The invaders raped and pillaged as they 
weit. [~ + obj]: The invaders pillaged several towns. 
—n. [noncourit]) 2. stealing goods through violence or 
force, aS in a war. 

pillar (pil%ar) /‘pilor/ n. (cont) 1. an upright, tall, nar- 
row shaft used as a building support, or standing alone, 
as for a monument. 2. anything resembling this in 
shape: a pillar of sinioke. 3. a person important to or a 
supporter of a town, organization, etc.: a pillar of the 
community. 

pill-box (pil/boks/) /'pıl,boks/ n. (comrt] 1. a small box 
for holding pills. 2. a small, boxlike place for machine 
guns. 

pillion (pil’yan) /pilyən/ n. [count] 1. a pad or cushion 
attached behind the saddle of a horse, esp. as a seat for 
a woman. 2. a pad, cushion, or saddle used as a passen- 
ger seat on a bicycle, motorcycle, etc. 

pillory (pilə rē) /'piloriy/ n., pl. -ries, v., -ried, -ry-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a wooden framework built on a post, with 
holes for securing the head and hands, formerly used to 
expose an offender to public humiliation and insults as 
punishment. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to place (someone) in a 
pillory. 3. to expose to public insults or abuse: The press 
pittoried him for his foolish remark. 

pillow (pil7d) /‘pilow/ n. [count] 1. a cloth bag or case 
filled with feathers or other soft material, used to cushion 
the head during sleep or rest: He kept poimiding his pil- 
low, trying to get comfortable. 2. a similar Cushion, esp. 
a small one, used for decoration, as on a sofa. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to support with or as if with pillows: They pillowed 
his head arid tried to make hini comfortable. 
pil-low-case (pil7O kas’) /'pilow,keys/ n. [comnt] a re- 
movable sacklike covering, usually of cotton, fitted over a 
pillow. Also called pil-lowsslip (pil/ō slip’) /‘pilow,slip/. 
pi-lot (pi/lat) /'paylot/ n. [count] 1. a person qualified to 
operate an airplane, balloon, or other aircraft. 2. a per- 
son qualified to steer ships into or out of a harbor or 
through difficult waters. 3. one who steers a ship. 4. Pı- 
LOT LIGHT. 5. a taped television program serving to intro- 
duce a possible new series: Several new pilots were rin, 
but most were rehashes of old stories. 6. a preliminary 
trial or test. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to act as pilot on, in, or 
over: fle piloted the fastest planes in the Air Force. 8. to 
lead or guide, as through unknown places or difficult 
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affairs: She piloted us through a stormy first year in the 
new company. —adj. [before a noun] 9. serving as a 
guide. 10. serving as an experiment before full-scale op- 
eration: a pilot project. 

pirlot-house (pi/lat hous’) /‘paylot,haws/ n. [count], pl. 
-hous-es. a closed, covered structure on the deck of a 
ship from which it can be navigated. 

pi/lot light’, n. [count] a small flame burning continu- 
ously, as in a stove, to relight the main gas burners. 

piemen-to (pi men/td) /pi'mentow/ n. [cont], pl. -tos. 
1. the red, mild-flavored fruit of a sweet pepper used 
esp. as a stuffing for olives. 2. the plant itself. 

pimp (pimp) /pimp/ n. [count] 1. a person, esp. a man, 
who finds customers for a prostitute, usually in return for 
a share of the earnings. —v. [no obj] 2. to act as a pimp. 

pimeple (pim/pal) /‘pimpal/ n. [count] a small, usually 
inflamed swelling or elevation of the skin. —pim/ply, 
adj., -pli-er, -plivest: a pimply face. 

pin (pin) /pin/ n., v., pinned, pinening. —n. [cont] 1. a 
small, slender, pointed piece of metal, etc., used as a 
fastener or support. 2. any of many different forms of 
fasteners, badges, or Ornaments made up in part of a 
penetrating piece, wire, or shaft: a fraternity pin; a tiepin, 
a diamond pin on her dress. 3. a short metal rod, as a 
linchpin, driven through holes in adjacent parts, as a hub 
and an axle, in order to keep the parts together. 4. 
CLOTHESPIN. 5. HAIRPIN. 6. any of the rounded wooden 
clubs set up as the target in bowling, tenpins, etc. 7. 4n- 
format, a human leg: stil a little weak on my pins. 8. a 
pin-shaped connection, as the terminals on the base ofa 
plug, etc.: That phig has nine pins. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to 
fasten or attach with or as if with a pin or pins: / pinned 
the pages together. 10. to hold (something) still in a 
spot or position: He was pinned under the wreckage diir- 
ing the earthquake. 11. pin down, to force (someone) to 
deal with a situation, answer a question directly, or come 
to a decision: [~ + obj + down): The reporters tried to 
pin the president down on his new tax proposals. [~ + 
down + obj): Can you pin down the chief on a date for 
negotiations? —Idiom. 12. pin something on some- 
one, Informal. to assign the blame or guilt for something 
to a person: tried to pin the murder on his consin. 

PIN (pin) /pin/ n. (cont) an identification number cho- 
sen by or assigned to an individual to enable access to 
an automatic teller machine or other device. 

pinea-fore (pin’s for’, -fGr’) /‘pina,for, -,fowr/ n. [count] 
a sleeveless, apronlike piece of clothing, usually having 
buttons or a sash at the back, worn by girls and women 
over a dress or with a blouse. —pin’a-fored’, adj. 

pince-nez (pans/na’, pins/-) /'pæns,ney, ‘pins-/ n. 
[count], pi. pince-nez (pans/naz’, pins’-) /'pæns,neyz, 
'pins-/. a pair of glasses held on the face by a spring 
that grips the nose. 

pin-cers (pin/sarz) /‘pinsarz/ n. [phrra 1. a gripping 
tool made of two joined and crossed parts forming a pair 
of jaws and a pair of handles. 2. a pair of claws resem- 
bling this, as the claws of a lobster. 

pinch (pinch) /pintf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to squeeze between 
the finger and thumb, the jaws of an instrument, or the 
like: She pinched the child's cheek. 2. to squeeze pain- 
fully or tightly, as a tight shoe does: [~ + obj]: These 
new shoes pinch her. (no obj): Those Sunday shoes 
pinched. 3. [~ + obj] to cause to be drawn or pale: a 
face pinched with fear. 4. [~ + obj] to affect with sharp 
discomfort or distress, as with cold or hunger: a family 
pinched by the recession. 5. [~ + obj] Slang. a. to steal: 
pinching a few items from the drugstore. b. to arrest. 
—n. [connt] 6. the act of pinching; a nip or squeeze: She 
gave him a tittle pinch on the cheek. 7. as much of 
something as can be taken up between the finger and 
thumb: a pinch of salt for flavor. 8. Slang. a. a raid or ar- 
rest. b. a theft. —Idiom. 9. feel the pinch, to undergo 
or live under stress caused by poverty: Most families be- 
gan to feel the pinch during the recession when their un- 
eniployment insurance ran out. 10. in a pinch, if abso- 
lutely necessary, as in an emergency: Mi a pinch we could 
cirt our meals down to two a day. 11. pinch pennies, to 
spend very little money and save whatever one can. 

pinch/-hit’, v. [vo obj], -hit, -hit-ting. 1. to substitute 
at bat for a teammate in baseball: / stepped mp to pinch- 
hit for him. 2. to substitute for someone, esp. in an 
emergency: Can you get someone to pinch-hit for me for 
my next Class? —pinch/ hit/ter, n. [coin] 

pinecush-ion (pin’kddsh/an) /‘pin,kufon/ n. [count] a 
small cushion into which pins are stuck until needed. 

pine’ (pin) /payn/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen tree having 
needlelike leaves in bundles and woody cones: Many 
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pines are valued for their wood. 2. [nonconnt] the wood 
of a pine tree. 

pine? (pin) /payn/ v., pined, pin-ing. 1. to wish for or 
want deeply; long (for) painfully: [~ + for + obj]: to pine 
for one’s family. [~ + to + verb): pining to become citi- 
zens in a free country. 2. [no obj; ~ + away] to fail grad- 
ually in health or strength because of grief or longing: AF 
ler his wife's death he pined away. 

pine-ap-ple (pi/nap/al) /‘pay,nepal/ n. 1. [comit] a 
tropical plant having a short stem and rigid, spiny leaves. 
2. the juicy, edible fruit of this plant: [count]: to buy two 
pineapples. [(noncount): a filling of pineapple. 

pine’ tar’, n. [noncoint) a thick, blackish brown liquid 
that smells like turpentine, made from pine wood, used 
in paints, roofing, soaps, and as an antiseptic. 

Ping (ping) /pin/ v. 1. to produce a sharp sound like that 
of a bullet striking a sheet of metal: [no obj]: The sub- 
marine’s sonar was pinging away at the target. [~ + 
obj): On the first sonar scan the submarines pinged their 
target. —n. [comnt] 2. a pinging sound. 

ping-pong (ping’pong’, -pông/) /'pin,pon, -,pon/ v. to 
(cause to) be moved or transferred back and forth: [~ + 
obj): The patient was ping-ponged from one specialist to 
another. [no obj): The patient pirng-ponged back and 
forth from one specialist to another. 

Ping-Pong (ping’pong’, -pdng’) /'pin,pon, -,pon/ Trade- 
mark. (noncoiunt]) TABLE TENNIS. 

pinhead (pin/hed’) /‘pin,hed/ n. [count] 1. the head of 
a pin. 2. a stupid person; nitwit. 

Pin-hole (pin’hdl’) /'pin,howl/ n. [count] 1. a small hole 
made by or as if by a pin. 2. a hole for a pin to go 
through. 

Pinion (pin/yan) /'pinyan/ v. [~ + obj] to bind or hold 
(a person’s limbs) so they cannot be used: Pinioned to 
the ground, the assassin offered no further resistance. 

Pink’ (pingk) /pink/ n., adj., -er, -est. —n. 1. [noncount) 
a color that varies from light crimson to pale reddish pur- 
ple. 2. [connt] a plant, as the clove pink or carnation, or 
its flower. 3. in the pink, in the highest form or degree 
of health: The economy is in the pink again. 4. [connt) 
Slang (disparaging). a person with somewhat left-wing 
political opinions. —adj. 5. of the color pink. 6. Slang 
(disparaging). holding left-wing political opinions. 

pink? (pingk) /pink/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to pierce with a ra- 
pier or the like; stab. 2. to cut (fabric) with a notched 
pattern, so as to prevent fraying. 

pink-eye (pingk/i’) /'‘pink,ay/ n. [noncomnt) a conta- 
gious, easily spread form of conjunctivitis. 

pink-ie or pinkey (ping’ké) /'pinkiy/ nu. [count], pl. 
-pink-ies. /nformal. the little finger. 

pin’ mon/ey, n. (noncomnt] any small sum set aside for 
small purchases of things. 

pinena-cle (pin’a kəl) /'pınəkəl/ n. [count] 1. a high 
peak or top of a mountain, esp. one that is pointed and 
thin. 2. [often: the + ~] the highest point one can reach, 
as of success, power, etc.: at the pinnacle of Success. 3. 
a relatively small upright structure above a roof or on a 
tower. 

pienoch-le or pienoc-le (pé/nuk al, -nok-) /'piynakal, 
-nok-/ n. [noncomnt] a card game played by two, three, 
or four persons, with a 48-card deck. 

Pin-point (pin’point’) /‘pin,poynt/ n. (cont) 1. the point 
of a pin. 2. a tiny spot or sharp point. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to locate or describe exactly or precisely: The pilot pint- 
pointed the target. —adj. (before a noun) 4. exact; pre- 
cise: The bomb headed toward its target with pinpoint 
accuracy. See -POINT-. 

pin-prick (pin/prik’) /'pin,prik/ n. [count] 1. any very 
small piercing or hole made by a pin or the like. 2. a 
small and unimportant irritation or annoyance. 

pins’ and nee/dles, n. [plural 1. a tingly, prickly 
sensation in an arm, hand, foot, or leg that is recovering 
from numbness. —Idiom. 2. on pins and needles, in 
a state of nervous or anxious waiting: We were on pins 
and needles waiting for the results of her test. 

Pinestripe (pin/strip’) /‘pin,strayp/ n. 1. [count] a very 
thin stripe, esp. (in fabrics) a thin white stripe on a dark 
background. 2. [noncount] a fabric or piece of clothing 
having such stripes. —pin/striped’, adj. 

pint (pint) /paynt/ n. [count] a liquid and dry measure of 
capacity, equal to one half of a quart, approximately 35 
cubic inches (0.6 liter). Abbr.: pt. 

pin-to (pin/to, pén’-) /‘pintow, 'piyn-/ adj., n., pl. -tos. 
—adj. 1. marked with spots of white and other colors; 
mottled; spotted. —n. [cort] 2. a pinto horse. 

Pin-up (pin/up’) pinap? n. [cont] 1. a large photo- 
graph, as of a sexually attractive person, Suitable for pin- 
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ning on a wall. 2. a person in such a photograph. —adj. 
[before a nonn] 3. of, suitable for, or appearing in a 
pinup. 

pinewheel (pin/hwēl/, -wél/) /'pın,hwiyl, -,wiyl/ m. 
[count] 1. a toy consisting of a small wheel with paper or 
plastic vanes attached by a pin to a stick, designed to 
spin when blown. —v. [no obj] 2. to revolve rapidly like a 
pinwheel. 

Pi-oeneer (pi'a nér/) /,paya'niar/ n. [count] 1. one who 
is among those who first enter or settle a region: the 
early pioneers in the western part of the U.S. 2. one who 
is among the earliest in a field of study: a pioneer in us- 
ing computers to teach language. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to be 
the first to open or prepare (a way, etc.): pioneered the 
first settlement in that region. 4. to take part in the 
beginnings of (a field of study, an activity, etc.); initiate: 
[~ + obj]: pioneered the use of robots in manufacturing. 
[no obj): pioneered in the development of robots in 
manufacturing. 5. to lead the way for (a group); guide. 
—adj. (before a nonn] 6. being the first or earliest in 
some field of study, activity, etc.: a pioneer AIDS re- 
searcher, 7. of, relating to, or characteristic of pioneers: 
The people living in the cold northern regions of Japan 
have always had the pioneer spirit. 

pioneering (pia nér/ing) /,paya'niorin/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun] being the earliest in a field of study, ac- 
tivity, etc.: pioneering efforts in public health. 

pious (pi’as) /‘payas/ adj. 1. reverent toward God or re- 
ligion: a pious Catholic who attended Mass every day. 2. 
showing false respect for virtue or religion; hypocritical. 
—pi/ous-ly, adv.: Since his workers had hatched the 
plot, he could piously declare that he was innocent of any 
dirty tricks. 

Pip’ (pip) /pip/ n. [count] 1. one of the spots on dice or 
dominoes. 2. a metal insignia of rank worn on the 
shoulders of junior officers in the British army. 

Pip? (pip) /pip/ n. [cont] 1. a small seed, esp. of a fleshy 
fruit, as an apple or orange. 2. Informal, someone or 
something wonderful or amazing. 

pipe (pip) /payp/ n., v., piped, pip-ing. —n. [connt] 1. a 
tube or cylinder of metal or other material, used for car- 
rying water, gas, etc.: One of the pipes in the kitchen had 
sprung a leak. 2. a tube of wood, clay, or other material, 
with a small bowl at one end, used for smoking tobacco, 
etc.: He fitted his pipe witht tobacco. 3. a. a musical wind 
instrument, as a flute, made of a single tube. b. one of 
the tubes through which air is forced and from which the 
tones of an organ are produced: Some of the organ 
pipes are twenty feet high. c. pipes, [pirral| BAGPIPE. 4. 
pipes, the human vocal cords or the voice, esp. as used 
in singing. —v. 5. to play on a pipe: [~ + obj]: He piped 
a haunting tune on the bagpipes. [no obj): The band had 
been piping together for several years. 6. [~ + obj] to 
speak in a high-pitched or piercing tone: to pipe a com- 
mand. 7. {~ + obj] to carry or send by or as if by pipes 
or by an electrical wire or cable: to pipe music into the 
room. 8. pipe down, [no obj] Slang. to stop talking; be 
quiet. 9. pipe up, to make oneself heard, esp. as to get 
attention if one is being ignored; speak up: [10 obj]: He 
kept piping up with new ideas. [used with quotations): 
“But that’s just what we like doing,” he piped up. 

pipe’ dream’, n. [count] a notion or plan that is un- 
realistic or unlikely to come true. 

Pipe-line (pip/lin’) /‘payp,layn/ n. [count] 1. a linked se- 
ries of pipes with pumps and valves for flow control, used 
to carry or send crude oil, water, etc., esp. over great dis- 
tances. 2. a route or channel along which supplies pass: 
a pipeline for food supplies. 3. a channel of information, 
esp. one that is direct or only for certain people: She's 
got a direct pipeline to the president. —Idiom. 4. in 
the pipeline, in the process of being provided or com- 
pleted: Several projects are in the pipeline. See -.in-. 

pipe’ or’gan, n. orGAN (def. la). 

pip-er (pi/par) /'‘paypar/ n. [count] one who plays pipes, 
bagpipes, or panpipes. 

Pipeing (piping) /‘paypin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. pipes 
thought of as a group; a system of pipes. 2. material 
formed into pipes. 3. the act of a person or thing that 
pipes. 4. the sound or music of pipes. —adj. 5. making 
a shrill sound: a piping voice. —Idiom. 6. piping hot, 
(of food or drink) very hot. 

pip-squeak (pip’skwék’) /'pip,skwiyk/ s. [comrit] Infor- 
mat. a small or unimportant person. 

piquant (pé/kont, -kant, pē kant’) /'piykont, -kant, 
piy'kant/ adj. 1. agreeably strong or sharp in taste. 2. of 
an interestingly lively character: a piquant wit. —pi/- 
quan-cy, n. [nonconnt] 
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Pique (pēk) /piyk/ v., piqued, piqu-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to cause anger in (someone) by an insult or 
wound to someone's pride: He was piqued by those 
snide refererices to his teaching ability. 2. to excite or 
arouse; provoke: The report piqued my curiosity. —n. 
{rroncount) 3. a feeling of irritation or resentment, as 
from a wound to one’s pride: He stormed out of the 
roorm in a fit of pique. 

pieraecy (pi/ra sé) /'payrasiy/ n. (noncount] the practice 
of a pirate: piracy in the software business. 

pieraenha (pi ran’ya, -ran’-, -ra/na, -ran’a) /pı'ranyə, 
-'ren-, -‘rana, -'ræno/ n. [count], pl. -nhas, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -nha. a small South American 
freshwater fish with sharp interlocking teeth, dangerous 
when swimming in schools. 

pierate (pi/rat) /payrat/ n., v., -rateed, -rateing. —n. 
[count] 1. one who robs or commits illegal acts or vio- 
lence at sea. 2. one who uses or copies the work or in- 
vention of another without permission. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to take by piracy. 4. to use or copy (a book, an invention, 
copyrighted software, etc.) without permission or legal 
right. —pi-rat-i-cal (pi rat/i kəl, pi-) /pay'retikol, pi-/ 
adj. 

pireoueette (pir’do et’) /,piruw'et/ n., v., -et-ted, -et- 
ting. —n. [cont] 1. a whirling about on one foot or on 
the points of the toes, as in ballet dancing. —v. [no obj) 
2. to perform a pirouette. 

piss (pis) /pis/ Vulgar. —n. 1. [noncount] urine. 2. 
[cont] an act of urinating. —v. 3. [no obj] to urinate. 4. 
piss away, Slang. to waste: [~ + away + obj}: He 
pissed away all that rnoney drinking and gambling. [~ + 
obj + away): He pissed that money away. 5. piss off, 
Slang. a. [~ + obj + off] to anger: Those insulting re- 
marks really pissed tne off. b. [no obj] “` go away; leave:” 
! told you before to piss off and leave us alone. 

pissed (pist) /pist/ adj. Slang (vulgar). [be + J 1. 
drunk: He was completely pissed after just a few drinks. 
2. angry: She's really pissed about sornething. 

pis-tach-i-o (pi stash’é 6’, -sta/shé ō/) /pi'stwxfiy,ow, 
-‘stafiy,ow/ ni. (count), pl. -chivos. 1. the nut of a tree of 
the cashew family, containing a greenish edible kernel. 
2. the tree itself. Also, pistach’io nut’ (for def. 1). 
pisetil (pis’tl) /‘pistl/ n. [count] the part of a flower carry- 
ing the seed, made up of the ovary, style, and stigma. 
—pis-til-late (pis/tl it, -at’) /‘pistlit, -,eyt/ adj. 

pisetol (pis’tl) /‘pistl/ n. (count) a short firearm intended 
to be held and fired with one hand: a .22 caliber pistol. 
pis’tol-whip’, v. [~ + obj], -whipped, -whip-ping. to 
beat with a pistol: The guards were overpowered, pistol- 
whipped, and tied up. 

pis-ton (pis/tan) /'piston/ n. [connut] 1. a disk or solid, 
pipe-shaped piece moving within a longer tube and put- 
ting pressure on, or receiving pressure from, a fluid or 
gas: When the gas mixture explodes it forces the piston 
down, and this motion is transferred to the car's wheels. 
2. a pumplike valve used to change the pitch in a cornet, 
trumpet, or the like. 

pit’ (pit) /pit/ n., v, pitted, pit-ting. —n. [cout] 1. a 
hole or cavity in the ground. 2. a hidden hole in the 
ground, serving as a trap. 3. a. a large, deep hole in the 
ground made for looking for or removing a mineral de- 
posit, as coal or gas; a shaft. b. the mine itself. 4. the 
pits, [be + ~] Slang. an extremely unpleasant or de- 
pressing place, condition, etc.: Living there was the pits. 
5. a hollow, hole, or depression in a surface or body: a 
road with bumps and pits all through it. 6. a small de- 
pressed scar on the skin; pockmark: a srnall line of pits 
on her foretiead. 7. a closed-off area for staging fights, 
esp. between dogs or cocks. 8. a part of the floor of a 
stock exchange where trading takes place. 9. an area at 
the side of a car racing track, used for servicing and refu- 
eling the cars. —v. [~ + obj] 10. to mark or indent with 
pits; to scar with pockmarks. 11. to set (two opponents) 
in combat: The candidates were pitted against each 
other. 

pit? (pit) /pit/ n., v., Pitted, pitting. —r:. (court) 1. the 
stone of a fruit, as of a cherry, peach, or plum. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to remove the pit from (a fruit). 

pieta (pé/ta) /piyto/ n. [nonconnt] a kind of round, flat 
Middle Eastern bread having a pocket that can be filled 
to make a sandwich. Also called pi/ta bread’. 

pit-a-pat (pit/a pat’) /‘pita,pxt/ adv. 1. with a quick se- 
ries of beats or taps: The rain werit pit-a-pat on the tin 
roof, —ri. [count] 2. the movement or the sound of 
something going pitapat. 

pitch’ (pich) /pitf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to erect or set up (a 
tent, etc.): They pitched their carmrip on the side of the 
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mountain. 2. [~ + obj) to put or plant in a definite 
place: The picture was pitched at an odd angle. 3. to 
(cause to) be sloped downward or to be dipped: [~ + 
obj): The roof is pitched at a steep angle there. (no obj): 
The roof pitches at a steep angle there. 4. [~ + obj] to 
throw, fling, hurl, or toss: She pitched the sinaller suit- 
cases to me from the porch. 5. Baseball. a. to throw (the 
ball) to the batter: [~ + obj]: He pitched mostly fastballs 
and curves. (no obj]: She pitches very fast. b. to serve as 
pitcher of (a game): [~ + obj]: He pitched three games 
during the World Series. [no obj): She's ready to pitch to- 
morrow. 6. [~ + obj] to set or aim at a certain point, 
degree, etc.: He pitched his hopes too high. 7.(~ + obj] 
to establish the musical key of (a sound, etc.): The musi- 
cians pitched their instruments a little higher. 8. [no obj] 
to (cause to) plunge or fall forward: He lost conscious- 
ness and pitched to the floor. 9. to (cause to) plunge 
with alternate fall and rise of bow and stern, as a ship: 
[no obj]: The ship was pitching during the storm. [~ + 
obj): The storm pitched the ship. 10. pitch in, [no obj] 
Informal. to contribute to a common cause: If everybody 
pitches in, we can finish this job by 5 p.m. —n. 11. 
(count; usually singular) relative point, level, or degree: a 
high pitch of excitement. 12. [count] the degree of tilt or 
slope of something; an angle: The roof was at an odd 
pitch. 13. (in music, speech, etc.) the degree of height or 
depth of a sound, depending upon the relative frequency 
of the vibrations by which it is produced: [nmoncount ]: a 
change in pitch when pronouncing different words. 
(count): differences in the pitch of a word or syllable. 14. 
[connt] the act or manner of pitching, as in baseball. 15. 
[count] a throw or toss. 16. [count] a pitching move- 
ment, as of a ship. 17. [count] Hiformal. a sales talk, of- 
ten one in which the salesperson tries to convince the 
buyer of the need for his or her product: He began his 
sales pitch for the condontiniums. 18. a unit of measure- 
ment for letters in a typeface, indicating the number of 
characters to the horizontal inch: [nmoncount): twelve- 
pitch type. (count): a printer capable of different pitches 
and fonts. 

Pitch? (pich) /pitf/ n. [noncount] a dark, sticky, thick 
substance used for repairing holes in ships or for paving 
roads, made from coal tar or wood tar. 

pitch’-black/, adj. extremely black or dark, as pitch: a 
pitch-black night with no moon. 

pitch’-dark/, adj. very dark or black, as pitch. 

pitched’ bat/tle, n. [cont} any struggle, encounter, 
competition, etc., in which the opponents fight fiercely. 

pitch-er' (pich/ar) /'pitfar/ n. (count) a container for liq- 
uids, usually with a handle and spout or lip. 

pitch-er? (pich’ar) /‘pitfor/ n. [court] 1. one who 
pitches. 2. Baseball. the player who throws the ball to 
the opposing batter. 

pitch-fork (pich/fork’) /‘pitf,fork/ n. [connt] a large, 
long-handled fork for lifting and pitching hay, etc. 

pitch-eman (pich’man) /'pıtfmən/ n. [connt], pi. -men. 
one who makes a sales pitch, as on a radio or TV com- 
mercial: The congressman was accused of being a pitch- 
man for the anto industry. 

pitch’ pipe’, n. [connt] a small pipe producing one or 
more notes when blown into. 

pit-e-ous (pit/é as) /'pitiyas/ adj. arousing a feeling of 
pity; deserving pity; pathetic: the piteous cry of a lost 
child. —pit/e-ous-ly, adv.: crying piteoirsly in the night. 
—pit/e-ous-ness, n. (Sub/jek tiv/i tē) /sabd3ek'tivitiy/ 
[rroncount) 

pit-fall (pit/fdl’) /‘pit,fol/ n. [count] 1. a lightly covered 
pit prepared as a trap for people or animals. 2. any trap, 
danger, or mistake that may imperil someone: the pitfalls 
of a career in teaching. 

pith (pith) /pi0/ n. [noncount] 1. the soft, spongy tissue 
in the stems of certain plants and trees. 2. the soft inner 
part of a feather, a hair, etc. 3. the important or essential 
part; core: the pith of the matter. 

pith-y (pith’é) /'piOiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. brief, forceful, 
and to the point: a pithy observation. 2. of, like, or hav- 
ing much pith. —pith-i-ly (pith’a 1ē) /‘piOaliy/ adv. 

pitiable (pit/ē a bal) /‘pitiyabal/ adj. 1. arousing a 
feeling of pity; deserving pity: pitiable, liomeless children. 
2. deserving contempt: a pitiable lack of character. 
—pit/i-ab-ly, adv.: a pitiably weak showing in the elec- 
tion. 

pit-ieful (pit/i fal) /‘pitifol/ adj. 1. arousing a feeling of 
pity; deserving pity: a pitifirl fate. 2. arousing contempt 
due to inadequacy or poor quality: pitifirt attempts to 
hide the truth, —pit/i-ful-ly, adv.: He pitched pitifirlty in 
that last garne. 
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pitiless (pit/i lis, pit/ē-) /‘pitilis, 'pıtiy-/ adj. feeling or 
showing no pity; merciless: a pitiless foe. —pit/i-less-ly, 
adv.: His forces attacked pitilessly. 

pitetance (pit/ns) /'pitns/ n. [count; usually: a + ~] a 
small amount, esp. a very small amount of money: work- 
ing for a pittance at that awful job. 

pit-ter-pat-ter (pit/ar pat/ar) /'pıtər'pætər/ n. [connt; 
singular) 1. the sound of a rapid series of light beats or 
taps, as of rain or footsteps: the pitter-patter of little feet 
on a Saturday morning. —adv. 2. with such a sound. 

pi-turiettarey (pi tōō/i ter/é, -ty00/-) /pı'tuwrteriy, 
-'tyuw-/ n. [court], pl. -tareies. 1. [conrnt] PITUITARY 
GLAND. 2. [nonconnt] a chemical substance taken from 
pituitary glands for use as a medicine. 

pitu/itary gland’, n. [count] a small, cherry-shaped 
gland attached to the base of the brain, affecting all func- 
tions regarding hormones in the body: The pituitary 
gland controls sexual development and growth. 

pit’ vi/per, n. [count] a snake or viper, as the rattle- 
snake and copperhead, that has a heat-sensitive pit 
above each nostril. 

pit-y (pit/é) /'pitiy/ n., pl. pit-ies, v., pit-ied, pit-y-ing. 
=. 1. [noncournt] sympathetic or kindhearted sorrow 
for, or sensitiveness to, another's suffering, distress, or 
misfortune: felt pity for her. 2. (count; usually singular; a 
+ ~] a cause or reason for pity, sorrow, or regret: What 
a pity you couldn't go! [It + be + ~ + (that) clause): It's 
a pity (that) you can't come to the party. —v. [~ + obj) 
3. to feel pity for; be sorry for: He pitied the poor immi- 
grants who worked in sweatshops. —Idiom. 4. have or 
take pity on, [~ + obj] to have compassion for, or 
show mercy to: begged him to have pity on the political 
prisoners. 

Piv-ot (piv/at) /'pivat/ n. [count] 1. a pin, point, or short 
shaft supporting something that rests and turns, or allow- 
ing something to spin around on it: a pivot on a gear 
mechanism, 2. a person or thing on which something 
else turns or depends: She was the pivot of the cam- 
paigni's success. 3. a whirling around on one foot: Tlie 
soldier made a smart, sharp pivot. —v. 4. [no obj) to 
turn on or as if on a pivot: He pivoted on hiis lieel and 
left the room. 5. pivot on, [~ + on + obj) to depend or 
hinge or be based on, as for success: The whole election 
campaign pivots on a few important states. 

Piv-oteal (piv/a tl) /‘pivatl/ adj. crucial; affecting the suc- 
cess of something: a pivotal state in the election. 

pix-el (pik’sal, -sel) /‘piksal, -sel/ n. [count] the smallest 
element of an image that can be individually processed 
in a video display system. 

pixie or pix-y (pik/sé) /'piksiy/ n., pl. pix-ies, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a fairy, esp. one who enjoys playing tricks. 2. a 
playful person. —adj. 3. Also, pix/ie-ish, pix’y-ish. play- 
ful or enjoying playing tricks. 

piezazz or pizzazz (pa zaz’) /po'zez/ n. [nonconnt) In- 
formal. 1. energy; vitality; vigor: They worked with in- 
creased pizazz. 2. attractive style; dash; excitement: She 
brouglit some pizazz to the drab office. 

piz-za (pét/sa) /'piytso/ n., pl. -zas. a baked, open-faced 
pie consisting of a thin layer of dough topped with to- 
mato sauce and cheese, etc.: [noncount]: The kids al- 
ways want pizza on Sunday night for dinner. [count]: 
pizzas with several toppings. Also called piz/za pie’. 

pizzeria (pét/sa ré/a) /piytsa'riya/ n. [count], pl. -rie 
as. a restaurant or bakery where pizzas are made and 
sold. 

Piz-zieca-to (pit/si ka/td) /,pitsi'katow/ adj., n., pl. -ti 
(-té) /-tiy/. Music. —adj.1. played by plucking the strings 
with the finger instead of using the bow, as on a violin. 
—n. [count] 2. a note or passage so played. 

pj's or p.j.’s or P.J.’s (pé/jaz’) /'piy,d3eyz/ n. [plural 
informal. pajamas. 

pk, an abbreviation of: peck. 

pk., pl. pks. an abbreviation of: l. pack. 2. park. 3. 
peak. 

pkg., an abbreviation of: package. 

pkwy., an abbreviation of: parkway. 

pl., an abbreviation of: 1. place. 2. plural. 

P/L, an abbreviation of: profit and loss. 

-plac-, root. -plac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to please.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMPLACENT, IMPLACABLE, PLACATE, PLACEBO, 
PLACID. 

placeard (plak/ard, -ard) /'plekard, -ərd/ n. [court] a 
sign or notice posted in a public place or carried by a 
demonstrator. 

pla-cate (pla’kat, plak/at) /'‘pleykeyt, 'plakeyt/ v. [~ + 
obj), -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to cause (someone) to stop being 
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angry, resentful, etc., as by giving in to his or her de- 
mands; pacify; appease: fe tried to placate the baby by 
giving ler more atid more candy. —pla-ca-tion (pla ka/- 
shen) /pley'keyfon/ n. lnoncomnt) See -pLac-. 
placating (pla’kat ing, plak/at ing) /'pleykcytin, 
‘plekeytin/ adj. tending to placate: Before fie could ex- 
plode slie laid a placating land on hiis arn. See -PLAC-. 
place (plas) /pleys/ n., v., placed, placing. —n. 1. 
[court] a particular portion of space: We visited a fot of 
Places in Scotland. 2. [nonconnt] space in general: The 
words in, on, and at are prepositions of time and place: 
in Russia; on 23rd Street; at 17 Lexington Avenue. 3. 
[count] the portion of space occupied by a person or 
thing: The vase is in its usual place on the mantelpiece. 
4. [court] any part of a body, surface, or building; spot: 
the places on her arm where slie had been bitten. 5. 
[count] a particular part, page, or passage in a book or 
in writing: / must lave lost my place; my bookmark is 
missing. 6. [connut] a space or seat for a person, as in a 
theater or line: Sle saved my place on line. 7. (count) 
position or circumstances: / would complain if 1 were in 
your place. 8. [court] a proper location or time: A res- 
taurant is not a good place for an argument. 9. [count] a 
job, position, or office: people in high places. 10. [count; 
usually singular) a function or duty: ft is not your place to 
offer criticism. 11. [noncount] proper sequence or rela- 
tionship, as of ideas or details: Everything fell neatly into 
place. 12. [count] position or rank: America’s place in 
the world. 13. [count] a region or area: to travel to dis- 
tant places. 14. [count] an open space or square in a 
city or town. 15. [connt; usually singular; no article) a 
short street or court: They lived at 33 Park Place. 16. 
[count] an area where people live: one of the most dan- 
gerous places in town at niglit. 17. [count] a building, lo- 
cation, etc., set aside for a purpose: A Cliurch is a place 
of worsltip. 18. [count] a building or apartment to live in: 
When can you come to our new place? 19. [count; sin- 
gular: in + the + a word indicating number or rank + 
~] (used to introduce each one of a series or list of ex- 
amples, details, etc.; preceded by a word indicating the 
order in the list): Were not voting for him for two rea- 
sons: int the first place, there's too much unemployment; 
in the second place, we don't trust him. 20. a. [count; 
singular; after a word indicating number or rank) a posi- 
tion among the competitors in a contest, etc.: Who came 
in first place? b. [noncount] Sports. the position of the 
competitor who comes in second, as in a horse race. 
—v. 21. {~ + obj] to put in the proper position or order; 
arrange: Place the silverware on the table. 22.[~ + obj] 
to find a home, place, etc., for (a person): The foster 
hiome placed the orplian with a family. 23. [~ + obj) to 
give (an order) to a supplier: / placed an order for 5000 
diskettes. 24. [~ + obj] to assign a certain position or 
rank to: / would place him among the top five pliysicists 
in the world. 25. [~ + obj] to identify by connecting with 
the proper place, etc.: I’m faving trouble placing your 
face. | can't quite place his accent. 26. {no obj] to finish 
second in a horse race: Their liorse placed in the fourth 
race. 27. [~ + a word indicating number or rank) to 
eam a certain, stated standing, as in an examination or 
competition: He placed fiftli in his class. —Idiom. 28. 
go places, to advance in one’s career; succeed: He was 
really going places mitil that scandal knocked hini ont of 
politics. 29. in place, a. in the correct position or order: 
Everything's back in place now that you've returned. b. in 
the same spot, without advancing or retreating: to jog in 
Place. 30. in place of, [~ + obj} instead of: Use yogurt 
in place of sour crear!. know or keep one’s place, to 
behave according to one’s rank, esp. if inferior: She acts 
like she’s more iniportart than she is; doesn't she know 
hier place yet? 31. out of place, a. not in the correct po- 
sition or order: Tliese books atid office records are all 
out of place. b. unsuitable; inappropriate: Your remarks 
were out of place. 32. place in the sun, [court; singu- 
lar] a favorable position: finally earned his place in the 
sun after all those years of working beliind the scenes. 
33. put someone in his or her place, to scold someone 
or remind someone of his or her position: That clever 
answer really put the questioner in liis place. 34. take 
place, to happen; occur: A lot of things took place during 
your abserice. 
plasce-bo (pla sē/bō) /pla'siybow/ n. [count], pl. -bos, 
-boes. a substance that is not medicine but is given to a 
patient who supposes it to be a medicine, either to ap- 
pease a patient or as a control in an experiment. See 
-PLAC-. 
place’ mat’, n. [connut] a mat set on a dining table be- 
neath a plate, glasses, or silverware. 
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place-ment (plas’mant) /'pleysmant/ n. 1. the act of 
placing, as in a suitable job, grade, or school: [non- 
count): Placement into courses is by written exam only. 
(count): Placements into ESL courses are at an all-time 
high. 2. (noncount) the state of being placed; arrange- 
ment: the placement of furniture. 3. (count) the act of 
filling a position: The eniployment agency made several 
quick placements. 

pla-cen-ta (pla sen/ta) /plo'senta/ n. [count], pl. -tas, 
-tae (-té) /-try/, an organ in most mammals, formed in 
the lining of the uterus, that provides for the nourish- 
ment of the fetus. —pla-cen/tal, adj. 

plac-id (plas/id) /‘plwsid/ adj. pleasantly calm or peace- 
ful; tranquil: a placid personality. —pla-cid-i-ty (pla sid7- 
i tē) /pla'siditiy/ n. (noncount]) —plac/id-ly, adv.: He 
went along placidly with our plan. See -PLac-. 

plagiarism (pla/ja riz’am) /'pleyd3a,r1zom/ n. 1. [on- 
count) the act of stealing another's ideas, written pas- 
sages, concepts, etc., as one’s own: The teacher sus- 
pected plagiarism when the student handed in a paper 
that relied heavily on the ideas of Emerson but never 
mentioned him. 2. [count] a piece of writing so taken or 
used: His speecli contained a plagiarism from a British 
politician. í 

pla-gia-rize (plā/jə riz’) /'pleyd33,rayz/ v., -rized, -rize 
ing. to steal by plagiarism: [~ + obj): He plagiarized the 
ideas as lis own. [no obj): They were pretty sure he had 
plagiarized, but it was hard to prove. —pla/giarrist, n. 
[court] 

plague (plāg) /pleyg/ n., v., plagued, plaguing. —n. 1. 
a widespread disease that causes a great number of 
deaths; pestilence: [noncount): Millions died from plague 
and famine. [count]: In the Bible, Pliaraoh’s Egypt was 
punished by ten plagues until he let the tsraelites go. 2. 
(noncount; usually: the + ~] a widespread disease 
caused by a bacterium, characterized by fever, chills, and 
exhaustion, carried to humans from rats by means of the 
bites of fleas. 3. [count] any cause of great bother and 
irritation, or of widespread misery or distress: a plague of 
robberies in the area. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to trouble, an- 
noy, Or torment in any manner: a transportation system 
plagued by low revenues, bad service, and poor manage- 
ment. 

plaid (plad) /pled/ n. 1. (noncount) a fabric woven of 
differently colored yarns in a cross-barred pattern. 2. 
[count] a pattern of this kind. —adj. 3. having the pattern 
of a plaid: a plaid shirt. 

plain (plan) /pleyn/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. dis- 
tinct to the eye or ear: in plain view. 2. clear to the mind; 
evident: He made his meaning plain. 3. easily under- 
stood: the plain truth. 4. [before a noun] complete; 
downright; sheer; utter: plain stupidity. 5. ordinary; with- 
out false display: plain, simple farm people. 6. not beau- 
tiful; unattractive: a plain face. 7. with little or no decora- 
tion; not fancy: a plain blue suit. 8. not rich, highly 
seasoned, or fancy in preparation, as food: plain cooking. 
—adv. 9. clearly and simply: They're just plain stupid. 
—n. [count] 10. a large, flat area of land not higher than 
nearby areas. —plain/ness, n. [noncoutit] 
plain-clothes (plān/klōz/, -klothz’7-) /'pleyn'klowz, 
-‘klowdz-/ also plain’-clothes’, adj. (of a police offi- 
cer, esp. a detective) wearing ordinary clothes while on 
duty: a plainclotlies detective. —plain’clothes/man, n. 
[connut], pl. -men. —plain’clothes’woeman, ri. [count], 
pl. -wom<en. 

plainly (plan/lé) /'pleynliy/ adv. 1. clearly; obviously: 
plainly confused by her question. 2. in a manner easy to 
understand: Ive told you as plainly as ł can. 
plain-spo-ken (plan’sp0/kan) /'pleyn'spowkan/ adj. 1. 
speaking the truth even if impolite; blunt: He's very plain- 
spoken and will tell you exactly what he thinks. 2. using 
simple, direct language. 

plain-tiff (plan/tif) /‘pleyntif/ n. [connut] one who brings 
or Starts a legal action or suit in a court: The plaintiff ac- 
cused lier husband of beating ler. 

plain-tive (plan/tiv) /‘pleyntiv/ adj. expressing sorrow or 
sadness; mournful: a plaintive tielody. —plain/tivecly, 
adv. 

plait (plat, plat) /pleyt, plæt/ n. [counnt] 1. a knot formed 
by twisting three or more lengths of rope, hair, etc., to- 
gether; a braid. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to form a plait; to 
braid: spending liours plaiting their long hair. 3. to make 
(something), as a mat, by this method. 

plan (plan) /plen/ s, v., planned, planening. —v. 
[count] 1. a way, idea, or method of acting, proceeding, 
etc., developed in advance: a battle plan. 2. a design or 
arrangement: a seating plan. 3. a drawing made to re- 
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present the top view or a side view of a structure or a 
machine, as a floor layout of a building. 4. an outline, di- 
agram, or sketch: He drew a quick plan of the bank vault. 
5. a program providing for specified benefits, etc.: a pen- 
sion plan. —v. 6. [~ + obj) to put together a plan or 
scheme for: The city wants to plan a new park. 7. to 
make plans for: [~ + obj): We had already planned our 
vacation for that week. [no obj): It was time to plan for 
retirement. 8. (~ + obj] to draw or make a plan of, as a 
building. 9. to have in mind as an intention: [~ + obj): 
What are you planning for her retirement party? [~ + to 
+ verb]: t planned to be there on time. {~ + on + verb- 
ing]: | hadn't planned on seeing you today. —plan/ner, 
t. (count) 

plane’ (plan) /pleyn/ n., adj., v., planed, plan-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a flat or level surface. 2. an area of a two- 
dimensional surface: The tools can only be moved along 
one plane. 3. a level of dignity or character: The candi- 
dates kept the debate on a high plane. 4. an airplane. 
—adj. 5. flat or level, as a surface. 6. of or relating to 
two-dimensional figures. —v. [no obj) 7. to glide or soar. 
8. informal. to fly or travel in an airplane. 

plane? (plan) /pleyn/ n, v, planed, planing. —n. 
[count] 1. a woodworking instrument for cutting or 
smoothing wood by means of a tilted, adjustable blade. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to smooth with or as if with a plane. 

plan-et (plan/it) /‘plenit/ n. (count) 1. a. any of the nine 
large heavenly bodies revolving around the sun and shin- 
ing by reflected light: Jupiter is the largest planet in our 
solar system. b. a similar body revolving around a Star 
other than the sun. 2. [the + ~] the planet Earth: Will 
there be any life on the planet after a nuclear war? 

plan-e-tar-itum (plan/i tar7é am) /,plani'tesriyom/ n. 
[count], pl. -tar-ieums, -tarira (-tar/é ə) /-'teəriyo/. 1. a 
model representing the planetary system. 2. a device 
that produces a representation of the sky, the stars, the 
planets, etc., by the use of movie projectors. 3. the 
building or room in which such a device is housed. 

plan-e-tar-y (plan/i ter’é) /'plani,teriy/ adj. [before a 
noun] of or relating to planets: planetary orbits. 

plane’ tree’, n. [count] a large tree of North America, 
esp. the sycamore, with broad leaves and bark that peels 
off easily. 

plan-gent (plan/jent) /'plænd3ənt/ adj. making a loud 
sound, as a bell. 

plank (plangk) /plank/ n. [count] 1. a long, flat piece of 
wood, thicker than a board: They used a couple of planks 
to walk across the trencli. 2. any of the principles or 
aims that make up the platform of a political party: the 
anti-abortion plank of the Republican party's platform. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to cover or provide with planks. 4. to 
bake or broil and serve (steak, fish, etc.) on a wooden 
board: planked codfish. 

planking (plang/king) /‘plenkin/ n. [noncount] 1. 
planks thought of as a group, as in a floor. 2. the act of 
laying or covering with planks. 

plank-ton (plangk/tan) /‘plankton/ n. [noncount) a 
mass of tiny, floating or drifting living beings occurring in 
a body of water, mostly alqae and protozoa. 

plant (plant) /plænt/ n. [count] 1. a living thing that usu- 
ally has stems, leaves, and roots, and grows in the 
ground: plants and flowers. 2. an herb or other small 
vegetable growth, in contrast with a tree or a shrub. 3. a 
factory, etc., where a product is manufactured: a steel 
plant. 4. the complete equipment, machinery, etc., 
needed for a particular mechanical operation, etc.: 2 
heating plant. 5. a person or thing placed secretly in a 
country, etc., to gather information or make a plot or 
scheme work: A Russian plant liad been working for the 
senator all those years. —v. 6. to put or set in the 
ground for growth, as seeds, shrubs, or young trees: [~ 
+ obj): to plant trees along the parks and highways. [no 
obj): It was too early in the season to plant. 7. [~ + obj) 
to stock (land) with plants: They planted a few acres with 
corn. 8. [~ + obj) to establish (ideas, etc.) in the mind; 
cause someone to believe (something): Who planted that 
ridiculous idea in his head? 9. [~ + obj) to put in or set 
firmly in or on the ground: to plant fence posts. 10. [~ 
+ obj] to place, station, or direct with determination: He 
planted himself in the doorway. 11. (~ + obj) to place 
(something) in order to make a scheme work, obtain a 
desired result, etc.: The police planted a story in the 
newspaper. 12. (~ + obj) to place (a person) secretly in 
a group, organization, etc., to gather information, steal 
plans, etc.: The Russians had planted a spy in the consu- 
late. 

plan-tain (plan/tin, -tn) /'plantin, -tn/ nu. 1. [count] a 


563 


tropical plant of the banana family, resembling the ba- 
nana. 2. its edible fruit: [connt]: We bouglit some plan- 
tains and tried frying them in oil. (noncount): The cereal 
is made of flour and plantain. 

Plan-ta-tion (plan ta’shan) /plan'teyfon/ n. [count] 1. a 
usually large farm or land area, maintained by workers 
who live there: a coffee plantation. 2. a group of planted 
trees or plants. 

plant-er (plan/tar) lplæntər/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
plants. 2. an implement for planting seeds. 3. the owner 
or manager of a plantation. 4. a container for growing 
ornamental plants. 

Plaque (plak) /plæk/ n. 1. [count] a thin, flat plate or 
tablet of metal, porcelain, etc., intended for ornament, as 
on a wall, or with writing on it, usually intended to honor 
someone, placed on a wall, building, or monument: He 
received a plaque for his twenty years of service. 2. (non- 
count] an abnormal, hardened deposit on the inner wall 
of an artery. 3. (noncount) a soft, sticky, whitish film that 
forms on tooth surfaces. 

plasema (plaz/ma) /'plazmo/ n. (noncount] the fluid or 
liquid part of blood, as distinguished from the cells. 

plas-ter (plas/tar) /'plæstər/ n. [noncount) 1. a pasty 
mixture of lime, sand, and water, applied to walls, ceil- 
ings, etc., and allowed to harden and dry. 2. PLASTER OF 
Paris. 3. a solid preparation spread upon cloth or other 
material to form a case, then applied to the body, esp. 
for some healing purpose, as holding a broken limb in 
place: He had one arm in plaster. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to 
cover, fill, or smear with plaster. 5. to cause to lay flat: 
[~ + obj + down): He used some gooey hair tonic to 
plaster his hair down. [~ + down + obj]: to plaster 
down his hair. 6. [~ + obj] to spread or cover with 
something, esp. thickly or too much: The students plas- 
tered the walls with posters. 7. {~ + obj] Informal. to 
defeat completely: /n the last game they plastered us 
10-0. —plas/ter-er, n. [count] 

plas-ter-board (plas/tar bérd’, -bdrd’) /'plæstər,bərd, 
-bowrd/ n. [noncount] a material used for insulating or 
covering walls, made of paper-covered sheets of gypsum 
and felt. 

plas-tered (plas/tard) /'plaestard/ adj. [be + ~} Slang. 
very drunk. 

plas’ter of Par/is (or par/is) (par/is) /'pæris/ n. [non- 
count] a white powdery substance, used as a base for 
gypsum plasters and as a material for mixing with water 
to make fine or decorative casts. 

plas-tic (plas/tik) /'plwstik/ n. 1. a substance made from 
oil or coal that may be shaped when soft and then hard- 
ened to a strong, lightweight material: [yoncount): Those 
cheap pens are made of plastic. [count]: Plastics are 
used in computers and cars as a lightweight substitute 
for metal. 2. [noncount] a credit card, or credit cards 
thought of as a group: Can we use plastic at that restau- 
rant? —adj. 3. made of plastic. 4. capable of being 
shaped or molded. 5. having the power to mold or 
shape material: the plastic forces of nature. 6. lacking in- 
dividuality or character: staying at one of those plastic 
chain hotels. 7. insincere; phony: a plastic smile. 8. re- 
lating to the use of credit cards: plastic money. —plas- 
tic-i-ty (plas tis/i tē) /ples'tisitiy/ n. [noncount] 

plas/tic sur’gery, n. (noncount] the branch of surgery 
dealing with the repair, replacement, or reshaping of 
malformed, injured, or lost parts of the body. —plas/tic 
sur’geon, n. [count] 

plate (plat) /pleyt/ n., v., plat-ed, plating. —n. 1. 
(count) a shallow dish from which food is eaten: He took 
a plate and filled it with food. See illustration at RESTAU- 
RANT. 2. (Count) the contents of such a dish; plateful: Fin- 
ish your plate before you have dessert. 3. [count] the 
food and service for one person: a benefit dinner at $100 
a plate, 4. [noncount] household dishes, utensils, etc., of 
metal covered with a thin layer of gold or silver. 5. 
[count] a dish used for collecting offerings, as in a 
church. 6. [count] a thin, flat sheet or piece of metal or 
other material, esp. of uniform thickness: He opened a 
small plate on the side of the robot. 7. [count] a flat, 
polished piece of metal on which something may be en- 
graved: He had a plate on the door of his office with his 
name and title. 8. [count] a sheet on which something 
has been engraved, to be inked and used in a press for 
printing impressions. 9. [count] a printed impression 
from such a piece, as a woodcut. 10. [count] a full-page 
illustration in a book, esp. on paper different from the 
text pages. 11. (count) the part of a denture that is the 
same shape as the mouth and contains the teeth. 12. 
[count] a rigid section of the earth’s crust that causes 


plantation to play 


continental drift when it moves. —v. [~ + obj] 13. to 
coat (metal) with a thin film of gold, silver, etc. 14. to 
cover with metal plates for protection: The new tank was 
plated with six-inch-thick arnor. plat’ed, adj.: gold- 
plated silverware. 

pla-teau (pla t6’) /plæ'tow/ n., pl. -teaus, -teaux (-t6z/, 
-tōz) /-'towz, -towz/ v., -teaued, -teau-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a land area having a level surface raised much higher 
above nearby land. 2. a period or state of little growth, 
esp. one in which progress ceases: He felt he'd reached a 
plateau in his career. —v. [no obj) 3. to reach a state of 
no growth; stabilize: As you see from this flat line on the 
graph, profits have plateaned over the last five years. 

Plate’ glass’, n. [nonconnt] a special glass formed by 
shaping hot glass into a plate that is then ground and 
polished, used in large windows, mirrors, etc. 

platen (plat/n) /‘platn/ n. [count] 1. a plate in a print- 
ing press for pressing the paper against an inked surface. 
2. the roller of a typewriter, used for guiding paper 
through the device. 

plate’ tecton/ics, n. (noncount; used with a singular 
verb] a theory in geology stating that the earth’s crust is 
divided into a number of stiff plates: Plate tectonics 
claims that the movement of huge plates in the earth’s 
crust Causes continental drift. 

plat-form (plat/form) /'pletform/ n. (count) 1. a hori- 
zontal surface, usually raised above the level of the sur- 
rounding area. 2. a raised flooring for use as a Stage: 
The speaker mounted the platform. 3. the raised area 
along the tracks of a railroad station, from which the cars 
of the train are entered: Watch your step on the icy plat- 
form. See illustration at TERMINAL. 4. a public statement 
of the principles, aims, goals, etc., esp. of a political 
party: The party's platform called for a ban on abortion. 
5. a group of computers that are compatible with each 
other and can run the same software: These programs 
can all be run from the Macintosh platform. See -FORM-. 

plating (pla/ting) /pleytin/ n. [noncount] 1. a thin 
coating of gold, silver, etc. 2. an outer layer of plates. 

platinum (plat/n am, plat*nam) /'pletnom, 'pletnom/ 
n. [nonconnt] 1. a heavy, grayish-white, metallic chemi- 
cal element, resistant to most chemicals, that can be 
easily shaped and that conducts electricity. 2. a light gray 
color with some blue. —adj. 3. (of a recording or record 
album) having sold a minimum of two million single re- 
cords or one million LPs. 4. of the color of platinum; 
grayish-white with some blue. 

Plat-ietude (plat/i tddd’, -tydod’) /plieti,jtuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [count] a trite remark, said as if it were clever or im- 
portant. 

pla-ton-ic (pla ton/ik, pla-) /plo'tonik, pley-/ adj. of or 
relating to a close relationship between two persons that 
lacks sexual involvement: platonic love. 

pla-toon (pla todn’) /pla'tuwn/ n. [count] 1. a military 
unit consisting of two or more squads or sections and a 
headquarters. 2. a group of football players specially 
trained in one part of the game. —v. 3. Sports. to use (a 
player) at a position in a game alternately with another 
player, or to alternate two different teams or units: [~ + 
obj): The coach platooned his team, using one squad for 
offense and the other for defense. (no obj): Because of 
injuries the coach wasn't able to platoon. 

plat-ter (plat/ar) /'plætər/ n. [count] 1. a large, shallow 
dish for serving food. 2. a course of a meal, usually con- 
sisting of a variety of foods served on the same plate: or- 
dered the seafood platter. 3. a phonograph record. 

plat-y-pus (plat/i pas) /‘platipas/ n. [count], pl. -pus-es, 
-pi (-pi’) /-,pay/. an egg-laying animal of Australia and 
Tasmania, having webbed feet, a broad, flat tail, and a 
ducklike bill. 

-plaud-, root. -plaird- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “clap; noise.” It is related to the root -PLop-. 
This meaning is found in such words as: APPLAUD, PLAU- 
DIT, PLAUSIBLE. 

Plauedit (plo/dit) /‘plodit/ m. Usually, plaudits. [plural] 
1. a strong, enthusiastic expression of approval: Her per- 
formance won the plaudits of the critics. 2. a round of 
applause. Sce -PLAUD-. 

Plaussieble (plô/zə bal) /'pləzəbəl/ adj. having an ap- 
pearance of truth or reason; credible; believable: a plai- 
sible excuse. —plaursi-bil-icty (plô/zə bili tē) 
/,ploza'bilitiy/ n. tnoncount): The story lacks plausibility. 
—plau/si-bly, adv.: argued plausibly that he couldn't 
have gotten there any earlier. See -PLAUD-. 

play (pla) /pley/ n. 1. (count) a dramatic composition; 
drama: the plays of Shakespeare. 2. [count] a perfor- 
mance of such a drama, as on the stage: We saw three 
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plays during our vacation. 3. [noncount) activity done for 
recreation or amusement, as by children: / need some 
time for play away from work. 4. [noncount] the action 
or conduct of a game: Rain has delayed play here at 
Wimbledon. 5. [count] an act or instance of playing: That 
one foolish play may have cost us the match. 6. (non- 
count] manner or style of playing, or of behavior gener- 
ally: a believer in fair play. 7. (count; usually singular] 
brisk, light, or changing movement or action: the play of 
a water fountain. 8. [noncount] freedom for or space in 
which something, as a part of a mechanism, can move; 
give: There's some play, perhaps two inches, in this fan 
belt. 9. [noncount] freedom or scope for activity: allow- 
ing full play of the mind. 10. [noncount) attention; cover- 
age, as of something broadcast: All those blunders got a 
lot of play in the media. —v. 11. to portray; enact; act 
the part of: [~ + obj]: to play Lady Macbeth. [no obj): 
played in several off-Broadway shows. 12. to (cause to) 
be performed or shown, as a drama, etc: [~ + obj]: 
They're playing that dumb old movie at the cinema 
again. [no obj): What's playing at the cinema tonight? 
13. [~ + obj] to act the part or character of in real life: 
to play the fool. See play at below. 14. [~ + obj] to give 
performances in (a place): She‘ll play all the big cities. 
15. to be part of or perform in (a game, etc.); to occupy 
oneself in relaxation or recreation: [~ + obj]: They 
played chess. [no obj): playing with blocks. 16. to per- 
form in a game against (someone): [~ + obj]: The girls’ 
basketball team plays their archrivals tonight. [no obj): 
They play against their archrivals for the championship. 
17. [~ + obj] to perform in (a certain position or role) in 
a game or competition: to play center field. 18. [~ + 
obj] to use or make use of in a game: / played my high- 
est card. 19. (~ + obj] to exploit as if in playing a game, 
esp. for one’s own advantage: played him for a fool. 20. 
to perform or be able to perform on (a musical instru- 
ment): [~ + obj]: She plays the trumpet. [no obj): It was 
hard for her to play. 21. [~ + obj] to perform (music) on 
an instrument: They played “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 
22. to (cause to) produce sound or pictures: [~ + obj]: 
They played the VCR. (no obj): His radio was playing all 
night long. 23. [~ + obj] to carry out, esp. as a sly or 
dishonest action: to play tricks. 24. [no obj] to do some- 
thing not to be taken seriously; joke around: We were 
just playing; nobody meant to insult you. 25. [~ + obj] 
to put into operation: to play a hunch. 26. [no obj] to 
(cause to) move quickly: A smile played on her lips. 27. 
[~ + obj] to gamble, use money in, or trade in: to play 
the stock market. 28. to avail oneself of (opportunities, 
as cards) in a game or in any activity: Play your cards 
right. 29. [~ + with + obj] to amuse oneself; to toy 
with: got the feeling she was just playing with him. 30. 
[no obj] to act in a certain way: to play fair. 31. [no obj) 
to be received; go over: How will the proposal play with 
the public? 32. play along, [no obj] a. to agree to do 
something: /f the mob threatens to kill his family, he may 
have to play along and refuse to testify. b. to pretend to 
agree to do something: just playing along in order to get 
him to admit to his crime. 33. play around, [no obj) a. 
to behave in a playful manner, or in a manner that 
wastes time: / don't have time to play around. b. to have 
sexual relations very often, esp. outside of marriage: He 
played around with a number of girls. 34. play at, a. [~ 
+ at + verb-ing] to pretend to do or be: The kids were 
playing at being soldiers. b. [~ + at + obj] to do with- 
out being serious: He was just playing at politics. 35. 
play back, to play (a recording, esp. one newly made): 
[~ + back + obj]: The police played back the recording 
of him admitting his crimes. [~ + obj + back]: They 
played it back in the courtroom. 36. play down, to treat 
(something) as being of little importance; belittle: [~ + 
down + obj): The senator kept playing down the state of 
the economy. [~ + obj + down): He tried to play it 
down. 37. play off against, to set (one person or thing) 
against another, for one’s own gain or advantage: [~ + 
off + obj + against + obj): In a three-man race the in- 
cumbent can play off one opponent against the other. [~ 
+ obj + off against + obj): to play one off against the 
other. 38. play on or upon, [~ + on/upon + obj) to 
use the weaknesses of (another) for one’s own gain; take 
advantage of: to play on someone's generosity. 39. play 
out, a. to bring to an end; finish: [~ + obj + out]: Let's 
play this whole scheme out and see where it takes us. (7 
+ out + obj): Let's play out the whole scheme. b. [~ + 
obj + out) to use up; exhaust: cornpletely played out 
from the long march in the cold. 40. play up, to treat 
(something) as important; publicize: [~ + up + obj]: In 
your job interview, try to play up your good points. (~ + 
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obj + up): Play your good points up during the interview. 
41. play up to, [~ + up to + obj] to attempt to impress 
in order to gain the favor of: playing up to the boss. 
— Idiom. 42. bring into play, to cause to be consid- 
ered or used: [~ + obj]: The district attorney brought 
into play some new evidence. [bring + obj + into + 
play): She brought some new evidence into play. 43. 
make a play for, [~ + obj] to use maneuvers to attract, 
esp. sexually: making a play for his pal's girlfriend. 44. 
play a part, to have an effect on; contribute to: Politics 
played an important part in the decision to fire him. 45. 
play for time, to delay or forestall an event or decision: 
“Play for time while I see what's keeping him,” he whis- 
pered to me. 46. play into (someone’s) hands, to act 
so as to give an advantage to (an opponent): /f you lose 
your temper, you'll be playing right into his hands. 47. 
play with a full deck, [used with a negative word or 
phrase, or in questions] Slang. to be sane or act sanely 
or rationally: She's not playing with a full deck. 

play-act (pla/akt’) /‘pley,xkt/ v. [no obj] 1. to engage 
in make-believe. 2. to be insincere; pretend. —play/- 
act/ing, n. (noncount) 

play-back (pla/bak’) /'pley,bæk/ n. [noncount) the act 
of reproducing a sound or video recording, esp. to check 
a recording that is newly made. 

play-bill (pla/bil’) /‘pley,bil/ n. [count] a program or an- 
nouncement of a play. 

play-boy or -girl (pla/boi’) or (-gurl’) /'pley,boy/ or 
/-,garl/ n. [count] one who leads a life of pleasure with- 
out responsibility or attachments: one of the jet-set play- 
boys. 

play-er (pla/ar) /'pleyar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that plays. 2. one who takes part in some game or sport. 
3. one who plays parts on the stage; actor. 4. a per- 
former on a musical instrument: a horn player. 5. a ma- 
chine that reproduces sound or video images: a video- 
disc player. 6. a participant, as in a business deal; esp., 
one in a position to exercise power: Call in the players 
and let's make a deal. 

play-ful (pla/fol) /‘pleyfal/ adj. 1. full of play or fun: a 
playful puppy. 2. pleasantly humorous or jesting: a play- 
ful remark. —play/ful-ly, adv.: He playfully told her that 
he loved her, but she believed him. —play/’ful-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

play-ground (pla’ground’) /'pley,grawnd/ n. [count] an 
area used by children for outdoor play activities. 

play-house (pla’hous’) /'pley,haws/ n. [count], pl. 
-hous-es. 1. THEATER (def. 1). 2. a small house for chil- 
dren to play in. 

play/ing card’, n. (count) one of a set of rectangular 
cards used in playing various games, esp. one of a set of 
52 ranked cards of four suits. 

play-mate (pla/mat’) /'pley,mcyt/ n. [count] a compan- 
ion, esp. of a child, in play or recreation. 

play’-off’, n. [count] Sports. 1. an extra game, round, 
etc., played to settle a tie. 2. a series of games or 
matches played to decide a championship. 

play’ on words/, n. [count] a pun. 

play-pen (pla’pen’) /'pley,pen/ n. [count] a small 
closed-in structure in which a baby can play: They un- 
folded the playpen and put the baby in it. 

play-thing (pla’thing’) /‘pley,61n/ n. [count] 1. a thing 
to play with; toy. 2. one who is used selfishly by another: 
She had become the rich man’s plaything. 

play-wright (pla/rit’) /‘pley,rayt/ n. [count] a writer of 
plays. 

plaza (plä/zə, plaz’a) /'plazo, 'plæzə/ n. [count], pl. 
-zas. 1. a public square in a city or town. 2. a group of 
stores, banks, etc.; shopping center. 3. an area along an 
expressway at which public facilities are available. 

plea (plé) /pliy/ n. [count], pl. pleas. 1. an appeal or re- 
quest: a plea for mercy. 2. an excuse; pretext: He 
begged off on the plea that his car wasn't working. 3. a. 
a defendants answer to a legal charge: a plea of not 
guilty. b. a plea of guilty. See -PLAc-. 

plea’ bar/gaining, n. [noncount] a practice in which a 
defendant in a criminal case is allowed to plead guilty to 
a lesser charge rather than risk conviction for a more se- 
rious crime. 

plead (plēd) /pliyd/ v., plead-ed or pled (pled) /pled/; 
plead-ing. 1. [no obj] to request sincerely; beg: to plead 
for more time. 2. [~ + obj] to use as an excuse, de- 
fense, or justification: He pleaded ignorance of the law. 
3. a. [~ + obj) to argue (a case) before a court. b. to 
answer a Charge (with a response): [no obj]: How do you 
plead? [~ + obj]: He pled insanity and was not convicted 
of murder. —plead/er, n. [count] See -PLAC-. 
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pleas-ant (plez/ant) /'plezant/ adj. 1. pleasing, agreea- 
ble, or enjoyable: the pleasant news of her promotion. 2. 
(of persons, manners, etc.) socially acceptable; polite: a 
pleasant disposition when dealing with people. [be + ~ 
+ to + verb}: He's very pleasant to work with. 3. fair, as 
weather: a pleasant day. —pleas/antly, adv.: She 
greeted me pleasantly. —pleas/ant-ness, n. [nonconnt) 
See -PLAC-. 

Pleas-ant-ry (plez’an tré) /‘plezontriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ries. 1. a humorous action or remark. 2. a courteous 
remark used to make a conversation proceed more eas- 
ily; We exchanged pleasantries about the weather, then 
got down to business. See -PLAc-. 

please (pléz) /pliyz/ adv., v., pleased, pleasing. —adv. 
1. (used as a polite addition to requests, etc.) if you 
would be so willing; kindly: Please come here. A cup of 
coffee, please. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to give pleasure, happi- 
ness, or gratification to: You cant please everyone. 3. 
[no obj; used after words like wherever, whatever, any- 
where, anyone] to like, wish, or feel inclined; choose: Go 
wherever you please. Ask anyone you please. —Idiom. 
4. if you please, a. (used after a request, etc., to add 
politeness) if it is your pleasure; if you like or wish: Step 
over here, if you please, and raise your right hand. b. 
(used to express astonishment, anger, etc.): /f you 
please, madam! Stop shouting! See -PLac-. 

pleased (plézd) /pliyzd/ adj. having a feeling of pleas- 
ure, happiness, or satisfaction: a pleased expression on 
his face. 

Pleas-ing (plé/zing) /'pliyzin/ adj. giving pleasure: 
agreeable; satisfying or gratifying: a pleasing appearance 
in his suit and shiny new shoes. —pleas’ing-ly, adv. 

pleas-ur-a-ble (plezh’ar a bal) /'plezorabal/ adj. that 
gives or causes pleasure: a pleasurable experience. 
—pleas/urea-bly, adv. See -PLAc-. 

pleas-ure (plezh/ar) /‘plezar/ n. 1. [noncount] enjoy- 
ment from something that one likes: They get a lot of 
pleasure from their grandchildren. 2. [count] a cause or 
source of enjoyment or delight: the pleasures of the 
mind. 3. [noncount] recreation or amusement: to travel 
for pleasure. 4. [noncount] a feeling of delight in the 
senses: Psychologists study the use of pain and pleasure 
as ways of motivating people. 5. [noncount] one’s will or 
desire; preference: to make known one’s pleasure. 
—-Idiom. 6. with pleasure or my pleasure, (used to 
express polite willingness to do what is or has been 
asked, or gracious satisfaction at having been helpful): 
“Can you come tonight?” —“With pleasure.” “Thanks for 
your help.” —"My pleasure.” See -PLAc-. 

pleat (plét) /pliyt/ n. [count] 1. a fold in clothing made 
by doubling cloth or material upon itself. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to arrange in pleats: She pleated the skirt. —pleat/ed, 
adj.: a pleated skirt. See -PLic-. 

ple-be-ian (pli bé’an) /pli'biyan/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
the common people. 2. commonplace; vulgar: Your taste 
in humor is so plebeian. —n. [count] 3. a member of the 
common people. 

pleb-i-scite (pleb/a sit’, -sit) /‘pleba,sayt, -sit/ n. [count] 
a direct vote of the qualified voters of a state in regard to 
some important public question. 

plec-trum (plek/tram) /'plektram/ n. [count], pl. -tra (- 
tra) /-tra/ -trums. a small piece of hard, unbending ma- 
terial, used to pluck the strings of a musical instrument. 

pled (pled) /pled/ v. a pt. and pp. of PLEAD. 

pledge (plej) /pled3/ n., v., pledged, pledg-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a solemn promise to do or stop doing some- 
thing: a pledge of economic aid to the newly independ- 
ent countries. 2. something left behind as security or 
proof that one will pay a debt or keep a promise. 3. 
something given or thought of as a token, as of friend- 
ship or love: Take this ring as a pledge of my love. 4. a 
person accepted for membership in a club, but not yet 
formally initiated. —v. 5. [~ + obj + to + obj] to bind 
(someone) by or as if by a pledge or promise: pledged 
everyone to secrecy. 6. to promise solemnly: [~ + obj]: 
to pledge support. [~ + to + verb + obj): She pledged 
to support him in the upcoming election. [~ + that 
clause]: He pledged that he would never betray the trust 
of the American people. —Idiom. 7. take the pledge, 
to make a vow not to drink alcoholic beverages. 

-plen-, root. -plen- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “full.” It is related to the root -PLeT-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: PLENARY, PLENIPOTENTIARY, 
PLENITUDE, PLENTEOUS, PLENTY, REPLENISH. 

plenary (plé/noa rē, plen’a-) /‘pliynoriy, 'plena-/ adj, n., 
pl. -ries. —adj. 1. full; complete; without limit: plenary 
powers. 2. attended by all qualified members: a plenary 
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session of Congress. —n. [count] 3. a plenary session. 
See -PLEN-. 

plen-i-po-ten-ti-ar-y (plen/a pa ten’shé er/é, -sha rē) 
/plenopa'tenfiy,eriy, -foriy/ n, pl. -ar-ies, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a diplomat given full power to conduct busi- 
ness for someone else. —adj. 2. having been given full 
power or authority, as a diplomatic agent. See -PLEN-, 
-POT-. 

Plen-ietude (plen/i tdod/, -tydod/) /‘pleni,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [count] fullness; an amount that is enough: a pleni- 
tude of food. See -PLEN-. 

plen-te-ous (plen/té as) /'plentiyos/ adj. 1. plentiful; 
abundant. 2. giving or providing a lot or a great deal; 
fruitful: a plenteous harvest. See -PLEN-. 

Plen-ti-ful (plen/ti fal) /‘plentifal/ adj. providing or yield- 
ing an amount or quantity that is more than enough: a 
Plentiful harvest. —plen/ti-ful-ly, adv. See -PLEN-. 

plen-ty (plen/té) /'plentiy/ n. 1. a full supply or amount; 
a supply or amount that is more than enough: [~ + of 
+ noncount noun; used with a singular verb): There is 
plenty of time. [~ + of + plural noun; used with a phiral 
verb]: There are plenty of chairs. 2. [noncount] the state 
or quality of being plentiful; abundance: the land's plenty. 
3. [noncount] a large amount, or a time of having a large 
amount: the years of plenty. —adj. 4. existing in or pro- 
viding an amount, number, or quantity that is more than 
enough. 5. more than enough; ample: This helping is 
plenty for me. —adv. 6. Informal. fully; quite: plenty 
good enongh. See -PLEN-. 

-plet-, root. -plet- comes from Latin and Greek, where it 
has the meaning “full.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMPLETE, DEPLETE, PLETHORA, REPLETE. See 
-PLEN-. 

pleth-o-ra (pleth’ar ə) /'ple@ara/ n. (count; usually sin- 
gular] an amount, number, or quantity that is too much: 
a plethora of excuses. See -PLET-. 

Pleurrissy (plddr’a sē) /'plurasiy/ n. [noncount] an ill- 
ness in which the lungs are inflamed, causing a dry 
cough. 

-plex-, root. -plex- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fold.” It is related to the root -pLic-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: COMPLEX, DUPLEX, MULTIPLEX, 
PERPLEX, PLEXIGLAS, PLEXUS. 

Plex-ieglas (plek’si glas’) /'pleksi,glas/ Trademark. 
[noncount] a lightweight, transparent plastic material 
used for signs, windows, and furniture. See -pLex-. 

plex-us (plek/sas) /'pleksas/ n. [count], pl. -us-es, -us. 
1. a network, as of nerves or blood vessels: the solar 
plexus. 2. any complicated structure containing an intri- 
cate network of parts: the plexus of international 
relations. See -PLEX-. 

Pli-a-ble (pli bal) /'playabal/ adj. 1. easily bent; flexi- 
ble; supple: soft, pliable leather. 2. easily influenced or 
persuaded; yielding: He's especially pliable after a few 
drinks. —pli-a-bil-iety (pli’a bii tē) /,playa'bilitiy/ n. 
[noncount) See -Puic-. 

pliant (plifant) /‘playant/ adj. pliable. —pliean-cy (pli/- 
an sé) /'playansiy/ n. [noncount} 

-plic-, root. -plic- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fold, bend.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACCOMPLICE, APPLICATION, COMPLICATE, COMPLICITY, 
DUPLICATE, DUPLICITY, EXPLICABLE, EXPLICATE, EXPLICIT, IMPLI- 
CATE, IMPLICATION, IMPLICIT, INEXPLICABLE, MULTIPLICATION, 
REPLICA, REPLICATE, SUPPLICANT, TRIPLICATE. See -PLEX-. 

pliers (plifarz) /‘playorz/ n. (plural; used with a phuiral 
verb; sometimes: a pair of + ~ used with a singular 
verb} a tool made with two crossing pieces attached, 
having a long jaw that is opened and closed by the han- 
dles, used for bending wire, holding small objects, etc.: 
Use the pliers to pull out that nail. The pliers are on the 
table. A pair of pliers is what | need. 

plight (plit) /playt/ n. (count; singular] a distressing situ- 
ation: in a sorry plight. 

plinth (plinth) /plin@/ n. [count] a square base or a lower 
block, as of a pedestal or a column. 

plod (plod) /plnd/ v. {no obj), plod-ded, plod-ding. 1. to 
walk heavily or with difficulty; trudge: The old horse plod- 
ded slowly down the road. 2. to work or proceed with 
steady but slow or difficult progress: He plodded along at 
his job. —plod/der, n. [count] 

-Plod-, root. -plod- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “noise.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: EXPLODE, IMPLODE. See -PLAUD-. 

plop (plop) /plup/ v., plopped, plop-ping, n., adv. —v. 1. 
to (cause to) fall and make a sound like that of some- 
thing falling or dropping into water: [no obj): Big rain- 
drops plopped against the window. [~ + obj): The fish- 
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erman plopped the bait into the river. 2. to (cause to) 
drop or fall with full force or direct impact: [mo obj): She 
plopped into her chair. (~ + obj): She plopped the 
heavy bags down on the chair. —n. [count] 3. a plopping 
sound or fall. 4. the act of plopping. —adv. 5. with a 
plop: The frog jumped plop into the water. 

plot (plot) /plot/ n., v., plot-ted, plotting. —n. [comnt] 
1. a secret plan to accomplish some purpose: a plot to 
overthrow the government. 2. the main story of a piece 
of writing, as a novel or movie: The plot is interesting but 
the characters are boring. 3. a small piece of ground: a 
garden plot. —v. 4. to plan secretly: [~ + obj]: The ter- 
rorists were plotting an assassination. [~ + to + verb}: 
The terrorists were plotting to assassinate the Pope. (no 
obj): The king didn’t know who was plotting against him. 
5. [~ + obj] to mark on a plan, chart, or graph, as the 
course of a ship or aircraft. 6. [~ + obj) to make (a cal- 
culation) by graph: His graph plots the losses we expect if 
the recession continues. —plot/ter, n. [connt] 

plov-er (pluv/ar, pld/var) /‘plavar, 'plowvor/ n. [count] a 
shorebird having a thick neck and a pigeonlike beak. 

plow (plou) /plaw/ n. (count) 1. a large tool used in 
farming for cutting, lifting, turning over, and breaking up 
soil. 2. a tool resembling this, as a large shovel used to 
clear away snow from a road or track. —v. 3. to turn up 
(soil) with a plow: [~ + obj]: to plow the heavy soil. [no 
obj): Is it too early to plow for spring crops? 4. to turn up 
the soil of (an area) with a plow: plowed forty acres yes- 
terday. 5. to cut into or move through (a surface) as if 
with a plow: [~ + up + obj]: The tornado plowed ip an 
acre of trees. [no Obj): A hail of bullets plowed into the 
side of the car. 6. to clear (an area) by the use of a plow, 
esp. a snowplow: [~ + obj]: The trucks plowed the 
roads. [no obj): It was too late to plow. 7. to invest or 
make use of (money): [~ + obj]: They have plowed a lot 
of money into this business. [~ + obj + back]: to plow 
our profits back into new equipment. [~ + back + obj): 
to plow back our profits into new equipment. 8. {no obj) 
to move along or proceed slowly and with great effort: / 
stilt kave to plow through a pile of reports. 

plow-share (plow/shar’) /'plaw,feər/ n. [count] the cut- 
ting part of a plow. 

ploy (ploi) /ploy/ n. [count] a maneuver, usually a trick, 
to gain an advantage; gambit. See -PLOY-. 

-ploy-, root. -ploy- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “bend; fold; use; 
involve.” It is related to -Puc-. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DEPLOY, EMPLOY, EMPLOYEE, EMPLOYER, EM- 
PLOYMENT, PLOY. 

pluck (pluk) /plak/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to pull off from the 
place of growth, as fruit, flowers, or feathers: She plucked 
the feathers frorn the chicken. 2. [~ + obj] to remove 
feathers or hair from by pulling: to pluck a chicken. 3. to 
grasp or grab: [~ + obj]: He picked her sleeve until she 
answered him. [~ + at + obj): He kept plucking at her 
sleeve. 4. [~ + obj] to pull out or remove with sudden 
force: plucking her eyebrows. 5. [~ + obj) to sound (the 
strings of a musical instrument) by pulling at them with 
the fingers or a plectrum: sat there plucking his harp. 
—n. 6. [count] the act of plucking; a tug. 7. [noncount] 
courage; a desire not to give up or surrender: showed a 
lot of pluck by staying ut the game. 

plucksy (pluk/é) /‘plakiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. having pluck; 
brave. —pluck/i-ness, ni. [noncount] 

plug (plug) /plag/ n, v, plugged, plue-ging. —r. 
{comnt) 1. a piece of wood or other material used to stop 
up or block a hole or opening, as in a pipe, etc.: He put 
plugs in his ears to keep out the noise. 2. an attachment 
at the end of an electrical cord, inserted into a socket for 
electric power. 3. SPARK PLUG (def. 1). 4. a fireplug; hy- 
drant. 5. the favorable mention of a product, etc., as in a 
television interview; advertisement: pit in a plug for her 
new book. —v. 6. to (cause to) be stopped (up) or filled 
with or as if with a plug: [no obj): Her ears plugged ip 
when she flew in airplanes. (~ + up + obj): The high al- 
titude phigged ip her ears. [~ + obj + up): Something 
was plugging her sinuses up. (~ + obj): to plug a teak. 
7.({~ + obj) to insert a plug into: Plug the computer into 
that outlet over there. 8. [~ + obj] to mention (a prod- 
uct) favorably, as in a television interview: Kept plugging 
his new book instead of answering the questions. 9. [~ 
+ obj) Slang. to shoot with a bullet. 10. [no obj; ~ (+ 
away/along)| to work with persistence on something: She 
plugged away at a novel for years. 11. plug in, to con- 
nect to an electrical power source: [~ + in + Obj]: First 
plug in the monitor aud turn it on. (~ + obj + in): It 
won't go on if you haven't plugged it in. —Idiom. 12. 
pull the plug, /iforrial. a. {~ + o1) to bring to an end: 
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Congress pulled the plug on that plan. b. [no obj): to 
disconnect life-supporting equipment from (a patient who 
has no chance of recovering from illness): Pull the plug if 
the other choice is spending years tn a coma. 

plum (plum) /plam/ n., adj., plum-mer, plum-mest. —n. 
1. [count] the sweet, fleshy, red or purple fruit of any of 
several trees of the rose family. 2. [count] the tree itself. 
3. [count] a sugarplum. 4. [noncount] a deep purple, 
between blue and red. 5. [count] an excellent thing, as a 
rewarding job. —adj. [before a noun] 6. desirable or re- 
warding: After years at that lousy office he finally got the 
plunt job he deserved. 

plum-age (pléo/mij) /‘pluwmid3/ n. [noncount] the en- 
tire feathery covering of a bird. 

plumb (plum) /plam/ n. [count] 1. a small mass of lead 
hung on a line and used to measure the depth of water 
or to make sure a line is straight up and down. —adj. 2. 
true according to a plumb line; perpendicular. —adv. 3. 
in a perpendicular direction. 4. exactly, precisely, or di- 
rectly: The last shot landed plumb in the hole for a 
birdie. 5. completely or absolutely: He was plumb stupid. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. to test or adjust by a plumb line, so as 
to make (something) vertical. 7. to examine closely: to 
plunb the poem's meaning. —Idiom. 8. plumb the 
depths of, [~ + obj] to experience (something) fully: 
plumbed the depths of despair. 

plumb-er (plum/er) /‘plamor/ n. [count] one who installs 
and repairs plumbing. 

plumb/er’s help/er, n. 
plumb/er’s friend’. 

plumb-ing (plum/ing) /‘plamin/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
system of pipes, drains, etc., for carrying water, liquid 
wastes, etc., aS in a building: several leaks in the old 
plimbing. 2. the work or trade of a plumber. 

plume (pléom) /pluwm/ n., v, plumed, plum-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a large, long, or conspicuous feather. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to cover or decorate with plumes. —plumed, 
adj. 

plum-met (plum/it) /‘plamit/ n. [count] 1. the piece of 
lead attached to a plumb line. —v. [no obj] 2. to fall 
Straight down; plunge: The plane plummeted to the 
ground and exploded. 3. to become much less in 
amount or quantity: During the recession jobs plum- 
meted. 

plump: (plump) /plamp/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. well 
filled out or rounded in form; fleshy or fat. —v. 2. to 
(cause to) become plump and soft, as by fluffing: [~ (+ 
up) + obj): She plumped (up) the sofa pillows. {no obj; 
(~ + up)): These old sofa cushions don't plump (up). 
—plump/ly, adv. —plump/ness, n. [noncount) 

plump? (plump) /plamp/ v. 1. to drop or fall heavily or 
suddenly: [no obj; (~ + down)): Alt she wanted to do 
was plump (down) on the sofa and relax. [~ + obj (+ 
down)]: She pluntped her stack of books (down) on the 
table. 2. plump for, [~ + for + obj] to support with en- 
thusiasm: to plurp for the home team. —n. [count] 3. a 
heavy fall. 4. the sound of such a fall. —adv. 5. with a 
heavy fall or drop. 6. straight down. —adj. 7. direct; 
blunt. 

plun-der (plun/dar) /'plandər/ v. 1. to rob (someone) of 
valuables by force, as in war: [~ + obj]: to phinder a 
town. [no obj): The Vikings raided and plundered alt 
along this coast. 2. [~ + obj] to rob or steal by means 
of cheating: to plunder the public treasury. —n. [non- 
count] 3. that which is taken in plundering; loot. 

plunge (plunj) /pland3/ v., plunged, plung-ing, n. —v. 
1. {~ + obj] to push or thrust (something) into some- 
thing else with force: to plunge a wooden stake into the 
varnpire’s heart, 2. to (cause to) fall suddenly, as into wa- 
ter, from a great height, etc.; plummet: [no obj): The car 
plunged off the highway into the sea. [~ + obj]: plunged 
the car off the cliff. 3. to (cause to) be brought or thrown 
into some condition suddenly: [~ + obj): When the etec- 
tric station exploded, every house was intunediately 
plunged into darkness. [no obj): to plunge into debt. 4. 
[no obj] to rush with great speed and little care for one’s 
surroundings: to plunge through a crowd. —n. [count] 5. 
the act of plunging. 6. a leap or dive, as into water: a 
headtong plinge into the water. 7. a sudden unplanned 
act; a rush or dash: the businessman's abrupt plunge 
into politics. —Idiom. 8. take the plunge, to enter 
upon a course of action, esp. after being uncertain or 
hesitating: They should take the plunge and get married. 

plung-er (plun/jar) /'pland3ar/ n. [count] 1. a pistonlike 
part moving within the cylinder of a pump or similar de- 
vice. 2. a device consisting of a handle with a rubber 
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suction cup at one end, used to free clogged drains and 
toilet traps. 

plung-ing (plun/jing) /‘pland3in/ adj. [before a noun) (of 
the neckline of a dress) cut very low and showing much 
of the chest. 

plunk (plungk) /plank/ v. 1. pLuck (def. 5): [no obj): He 
plunked on his guitar for a few minutes. [~ + obj]: He 
plunked a few songs on the guitar. 2. [~ + obj] to 
throw, put, drop, etc., suddenly or with a dull, hollow 
sound: He plunked his beer mug on the bar. 3. (~ + 
down) to drop heavily or suddenly; pLump? (def. 1): He 
just wanted to plunk down somewhere and take a nap. 
=n. [count] 4. the act or sound of plunking: sorne plunks 
from his guitar. 5. a direct, forcible blow. —adv. 6. with a 
plunking sound. 7. squarely; exactly: The ball landed 
plunk in the middle of the net. 

plueper-fect (ploo ptir/fikt) /pluw'parfikt/ adj. 1. past 
PERFECT (def. 1): The pluperfect tense is fornied by adding 
had to the -ed/-en form of the main verb. —n. 2. PAST 
PERFECT (defs. 2, 3). 

Plusral (ploor’al) /‘plural/ adj. 1. of or relating to more 
than one. 2. of or relating to a plurality of persons or 
things; pluralistic. 3. of or belonging to the grammatical 
category of number that refers to more than one (of the 
word used): The word children is the plural form of child. 
—n. 4. (noncount) the plural number: That language has 
no plural; nouns are the same whether you talk about 
one or many. 5. [count] a word or other form in the plu- 
ral: Some words, like child, lave irregular plurals, 

pluralism (plõór/ə liz’am) /'plors,lizam/ n. (noncount) 
1. a condition in which there are many different groups 
in society, all of whom manage to participate fully in it. 
2. a belief or doctrine that society benefits from such a 
condition. —plu/ral-is/tic, adj.: a pluralistic society. 

Plu-ral-iety (pido rali tē) /plo'ralitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] (in an election involving three or more candi- 
dates) the number of votes received by the leading can- 
didate. 2. [count] more than half of the whole; the ma- 
jority. 3. [moncount) the state or fact of being plural. 

plueral-ize (ploor’a liz’) /‘plora,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-iz-ing. to make plural in form: The computer takes any 
word you type in and pluralizes tt according to the rules 
of the language. 

plus (plus) /plas/ prep., adj., n., pl. plus-es or plus-ses, 
conj., adv. —prep. 1. increased by: Ten plus two ts 
twelve, 2. in addition to: a good salary plus great bene- 
fits. —adj. 3. [before a noun) involving or naming the 
process of addition or adding: Use a plus sign, +, be- 
tween the numbers you are adding. 4. [before a noun) 
positive: On the plus side, you'll have a wonderful house 
if you move there. 5. [after a noun, as a grade, or a 
number) more, greater, or above a certain amount or 
level: He received a grade of A plus, or A+, for effort. 
=. (count) 6. a plus quantity. 7. Also called plus’ sign’. 
the symbol (+) indicating addition or a positive amount. 
8. something additional: The company car is one of the 
plusses in this job. 9. a surplus, advantage, or gain: it 
would be a tremendous plus for us to hire her. —cort). 
10. also; furthermore: its safe, plus it's economical. 
—adv. 11. in addition; besides. 

plush (plush) /plaf/ n., adj., -er, -est. —n. [noncount] 1. 
a soft, thick fabric, used to make furniture covering. 
—adj, 2. expensive and luxurious, in a showy way: a 
plush hotel. 3. very rich and thick; luxuriant: plusit lawns. 

plu-toc-ra-cy (ploo tok’ra sé) /pluw'tnkrosiy/ r, pl. 
-cies. l. [nmoncount] the power of wealth or of the 
wealthy. 2. [count] a state in which the wealthy rule. 3. 
[count] a group ruling, or using power or influence, on 
account of its wealth. 

plu-to-crat (pldo’te krat’) /‘pluwto,kriet/ n. [count} a 
member of a plutocracy. —plu’to-crat/ic, adj. 

plu-toeniseum (ploo t6’né am) /pluw'towniyom/ n. [non- 
count] a radioactive, metallic element that can be pro- 
duced from certain uranium. 

ply’ (pli) /play/ v., plied, ply-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to work 
hard or long while using (something): to ply the needle. 
2. [~ + obj] to carry on or continue doing steadily: to ply 
a trade. 3. [~ + obj] to keep supplying or offering 
something to (Someone): to ply a person with drink. 4. 
[~ + obj] to keep asking (someone) questions: The 
press kept plying the judge with questions. 5. to pass 
over or along (a stream, a route, etc.) steadily: [~ + 
obj): boats plying the Mississippi. [no obj): slips plying 
between Europe and the New World. 

ply? (pli) /play/ n. [noncount] 1. a measure of the thick- 
ness or layer of something: two-ply toilet paper. 2. a unit 
of yarn: single ply. See -Ptic-. 


plunging to -pod- 


ply-wood (pli/wood’) /‘play,wud/ n. [noncount] a build- 
ing material consisting of layers of wood glued over each 
other, 

P.M., an abbreviation of: 1. post-mortem. 2. Prime Min- 
ister. 

p.m. or P.M., an abbreviation of Latin post meridiem: 1. 
after noon (used with hours of a day). 2. the period be- 
tween noon and midnight. 

PMS, an abbreviation of: premenstrual syndrome. 

pneumatic (nò mat/ik, nydd-) /no'mætık, nyo-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to air, gases, or wind. 2. filled with, op- 
erated by, or containing compressed air: pneumatic tires. 
—pneu-mat/i-cal-ly, adv. 

pneumonia (nò mdn’/ys, -md/né ə, nyðð-) 
/nu'mownys, -'mowniya, nyv-/ n. [noncount] infection of 
the lungs caused by bacteria. 

P.O., an abbreviation of: 1. postal (money) order. 2. post 
office. 

poach’! (poch) /powtf/ v. 1. to enter into (someone 
else’s land) in order to hunt animals illegally: [no obj): 
The men poaciing in the game preserve were armed 
with machine guns. [~ + obj): poaching the Masai Mara 
in search of elephants. 2. to hunt for (game or fish) ille- 
gally: [no obj): The men who were poaching had enough 
money to bribe the game wardens. [~ + obj): They were 
poaching elephants using submachine guns. 3. [~ + 
obj) to take without permission and use as one’s own: 
The salesmen were poaching luis favorite clients. 
—poach/er, n. [count] 

poach? (poch) /powtf/ v. [~ + obj] to cook (eggs, fish, 
etc.) in a hot liquid just below the boiling point. 

pock (pok) /pok/ n. [count] 1. a small, swollen spot of 
skin on the body caused by a disease, as chickenpox. 2. 
a pockmark. —pocked, adj. 

pock-et (pok/it) /'pokit/ n. [count] 1. a shaped piece of 
fabric attached to a garment and forming a pouch, used 
esp. for carrying small articles: He had a hole in his 
Pocket and lost a few coins. 2. means; financial 
resources: His empty pockets won't succeed with her. 3. 
any pouchlike compartment or receptacle. 4. a group or 
element that is different from whatever surrounds it: 
fighting against the few remaining pockets of resistance. 
5. any of the openings at the corners and sides of a pool 
table. 6. Football. the protected area from which a quar- 
terback throws a pass. 7. Bowling. the space between 
the headpin and the pin next behind to the left or right, 
taken as the target for a strike. 8. Baseball. the deepest 
part of a mitt or glove, in which most balls are caught. 
—adj. [before a noun) 9. small enough for carrying in the 
pocket: a pocket calculator. 10. small; smaller than 
usual: a pocket battleship. —v. [~ + obj] 11. to put into 
one’s pocket: He pocketed lus keys and headed for the 
car. 12. to take as one’s own, often dishonestly; appro- 
priate: to pocket public funds. —Idiom. 13. in some- 
one’s pocket, completely under someone's influence: 
completely in the president's pocket. 14. line one’s 
pockets, to profit, esp. at the expense of others: He was 
lining his pockets with campaign money. 15. out of 
pocket, a. having suffered a financial loss; poorer. b. 
from one’s own financial resources: a lot of out-of-pocket 
expenses (= not paid for or reimbursed by insurance) 
during that hospital stay. —pock/et-ful, n. [count], pl. 
-fuls. 

poc-ket-book (pok/it book’) /‘pokit,buk/ n. [court] 1. a 
woman's purse or handbag. 2. one’s financial resources 
or means: too expensive for tity pocketbook. 3. Also, 
pocket book’. a book small enough to carry in a coat 
pocket. 

pock-et-knife (pok/it nif”) /‘pokit,nayf/ n. [count], pl. 
-knives. a knife with one or more blades that fold into 
the handle, suitable for carrying in a pocket. 

pocket mon/ey, n. [noncount] 1. a small amount of 
money, as for occasional expenses. 2. Brit. ALLOWANCE. 

pock-emark (pok/mdark’) /'pok,mark/ n. [court] 1. a 
small pit on the skin, left by a swollen spot of skin on the 
body, caused by smallpox, chickenpox, acne, etc. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 2. to mark or scar with or as if with pockmarks: 
The airstrip was pockmarked with craters front the 
bombing. 

pod (pod) /pod/ n. (court) 1. a long container or cover- 
ing for a seed, as of the pea or bean. 2. a streamlined 
container or enclosure holding something inside, esp. on 
an aircraft or other vehicle: the fuel pods on the jet fight- 
ers wings. 

-pod-, root. -pod- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “foot.” This meaning is found in such words as: 


podiatry to poised 


ARTHROPOD, CHIROPODIST, PODIATRIST, PODIATRY, PODIUM, TRI- 
POD. 

po-di-a-try (pə di’a tré, po-) /pa'dayatriy, pow-/ n. 
[noncount] the care of the human foot, esp. the study 
and treatment of foot disorders. —poedi/a-trist, n. 
[conn] See -Poo-. 

podium (pdo/dé əm) /'powdiyan/ n. [count], ph -di- 
ums, -diea (-dé ə) /-diya/. 1. a small platform for an or- 
chestra conductor, speaker, etc.: He walked up to the 
stage and stood on the podiuin. 2. a stand with a 
slanted top, used to hold a book, speech, etc., at the 
proper height for a speaker; lectern: He strode up to the 
podium and began to read his speech. See -Poo-. 

po-em (pd/am) /'powom/ n. [count] a piece of writing in 
verse, esp. one having a highly developed form, offering 
an imaginative interpretation of the subject: Many poems 
have lines that rhyme at the end. 

po-essy (pd/a sé, -zé) /'powasiy, -ziy/ n. [noncount] po- 
etry. 

po-et (po/it) /powit/ n. [count] one who writes poetry. 

po-et-ic (pō etik) /pow'etik/ adj. Also, po-et/i-cal. 1. of 
the nature of or resembling poetry; possessing the quali- 
ties of poems. 2. of, relating to, or characteristic of a 
poet or of poetry. —po-et/i-cal-ly, adv. 

poet/ic jus/tice, n. [noncount] a situation in which re- 
wards and punishments seem to have been properly and 
fairly distributed: For years he had to endure the bosss 
unfairness, so it was only poetic justice when he got pro- 
moted and the boss was fired. 

poet/ic li/cense, n. (noncomnt] freedom in writing 
used by a writer to depart from the normal rules of writ- 
ing, language, or logic to produce a special effect. 

poetry (po/i tre) /‘powitriy/ n. [noncomnt) 1. writing in 
metrical form; poetic works; poems; verse. 2. poetic 
spirit or feeling. 3. something that reminds people of po- 
etry: When she dances she’s poetry in motion. 

po-grom (pe grum/’, -grom/’, po-) /pə'gram, -'grom, 
pow-/ n. [count] an organized massacre, esp. of Jews. 

poi (poi, pō/ē) /poy, 'powiy/ n. [noncomnt] a Hawaiian 
food made of taro root pounded into a paste. 

poign-ant (poin’yant, poi/nant) /‘poynyont, ‘poynont/ 
adj. 1. sharply distressing to the feelings; causing sad- 
ness. 2. affecting the emotions: a poignant scene in the 
movie. —poign/an-cy, n. [noncount]) —poign/ant-ly, 
adv. 

poin-set-ti-a (poin set/é ə, -set/a) /poyn'setiya, -'seto/ 
n. (count), pi. -tieas. a plant originally from Mexico and 
Central America, having very bright scarlet, pink, or white 
leaves. 

point (point) /poynt/ n. 1. [cont] a sharp, thin or narrow 
end, as of a dagger: The point of the knife was dull. 2. 
[comnt] a part (of anything) that sticks out: A point of land 
juts into the bay. 3. [count] perioo (def. 4). 4. a dot indi- 
cating that a number following it is some fraction of ten, 
one hundred, etc.: [count]: A decimal point followed by 
the number five is written .5 and means five-tenths. 
[noncount; used with mimbers]: We have one point five 
(= 1.5) kilometers left to go in the race. 5. [count] (in 
geometry) a location that has position but no length or 
width, as the place where two lines meet: a point of in- 
tersection. 6. [count) a direction on a compass. 7. 
(comnt) a particular place, as or as if marked on a map; a 
spot: At several points along the highway there are signs 
telling drivers about the scenic views they can enjoy. 8. 
[count] a degree or stage: the boiling point. 9. [cont] a 
particular instant of time: At that point, so late in the day, 
we were all too tired to go on. 10. [count] a critical posi- 
tion in affairs: He had reached a point of no return in the 
project and had to finish it or face trouble. 11. the es- 
sential thing or idea; one’s purpose: [count; usnally sin- 
gitar; usually: the + ~): The speaker made three main 
points. Please stop being vague and get to the point. 
What's the point of going on? [noncount; used with a 
negative word or phrase, or in questions]: There isn't 
much point to going on, is there? 12. (court) a particu- 
lar mark that distinguishes someone or something from 
another: His best point is his ability to work alone and 
get the job done. 13. [count] a unit of counting in the 
score of a game: Onr team scored thirteen points. 14. 
{(comnt) a unit of prices in stock exchanges, as, in the 
U.S., one dollar: The Dow Jones fell twenty points before 
a brief rally. 15. Print. a unit used to measure the size of 
type, equal to 0.015855 inch (Y% inch), or “2 pica: 
{court}: too large a point on that poster. (noncount; after 
a number): using Courier 12 point for printing. —v. 16. 
to aim or direct (the finger, a weapon, etc.) at, to, or 
upon something: [~ + obj]: He pointed the gun at the 
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target. [no obj): In some cultures it is rude to point ata 
person. 17. point out, a. to show the presence, place, 
or position of (something), as by moving the hand or fin- 
ger in the direction of it: [~ + ont + obj]: She pointed 
out an object in the sky. [~ + obj + ont]: She pointed 
him out to me. b. to direct attention to; call attention to: 
[~ + out + obj): He pointed out several advantages of 
your proposal. [~ + obj + out): You already pointed that 
ont. [~ + out + that clause): | pointed out that we had 
several more opportunities. 18. [~ + obj] to stretch or 
extend (the fingers, toes, etc.): The ballerina pointed her 
toes. 19. point to or toward, [~ + to/toward + obj] to 
direct the mind in some direction; be a sign or signal of: 
All the evidence points to their guilt. 20. point up, [~ + 
up + obj] to give greater or added force to (a statement, 
etc.): to point up the need for caution. —Idiom. 21. 
beside the point, not important to, or related to, what is 
being discussed; irrelevant: Her comments about his 
money are beside the point. 22. in point, (used to intro- 
duce an example of something that applies to what is 
said): We spend too much on lawyers’ fees, and here is a 
case in point: a charge of $1,000 to fill in your name on 
a will, 23. in point of, as regards; in reference to: in 
point of fact. 24. make a point of, [~ + obj} to be sure 
to (do something): Make a point of rechecking your work. 
25. to the point, [be + ~ important to (the thing being 
discussed); relevant: His answers were brief but to the 
point. —point’y, adj., -i-er, -ieest. See -POINT-. 

-point-, root. -point- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “point, prick, 
pierce.” It is related to the root -PuNcT-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: APPOINT, DISAPPOINT, MIDPOINT, PIN- 
POINT, POINT, POINTLESS, VIEWPOINT. 

point’-blank’, adj. 1. aimed or fired straight at the 
mark esp. from close to or near the target; direct: a 
point-blank shot. 2. straightforward; plain; direct: a 
point-blank denial. —adv. 3. with a direct aim; directly; 
straight: He aimed point-blank and fired. 4. in a blunt 
way; frankly: answered point-blank that he would not 
pass that student. 

point-ed (poin/tid) /‘poyntid/ adj. 1. having a point or 
points on the end or tip: a pointed sword. 2. sharp or 
piercing: pointed wit. 3. having importance or meaning 
something: He gave his assistant a pointed look when 
the minister began speaking. 4. directed as at a particu- 
lar person: He made a pointed remark about how some 
people don't work as hard as others. —point/edely, adv.: 
He stared pointedly at his watch as his friend continred 
to talk. 

pointer (poin/tar) /'poyntor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that points. 2. a long stick used in pointing things 
out on a map, blackboard, or the like. 3. the hand on a 
watch dial, clock face, etc. 4. one of a breed of large, 
shorthaired hunting dogs that point to wild animals that 
are hunted. 5. a piece of advice, esp. on how to succeed 
in a certain area: gave the rookie some pointers on good 
batting. See -POINT-. 

point-less (point/lis) /‘poyntlis/ adj. without relevance or 
force; meaningless; useless: This whole discussion is 
pointless. —point/less-ly, adv. —point/less-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -POINT-. 

point’ man’, n. [count], pl. point’ men’. 1. the soldier 
who leads a group forward. 2. a person in the forefront 
with respect to an economic or political issue or pro- 
gram, etc.: As the president's point men, they will take a 
tot of criticism. 

point’ of no’ return’, n. [count] 1. the point in a 
flight at which an aircraft will lack enough fuel to return 
to its starting point. 2. the critical point in an activity at 
which one must continue in a course of action and can- 
not turn back from it: Were at the point of no return in 
our negotiations. 

point’ of view’, n. (comnt; usually singular) 1. a man- 
ner of consideration or appraisal; standpoint: We need a 
fresh point of view. 2. an opinion, attitude, or judgment: 
He refuses to change his point of view. 3. (in a literary 
work) the position of the person telling the story (the nar- 
rator) in relation to the story itself. 

poise (poiz) /poyz/ n., v., poised, pois-ing. —n. [non- 
count] 1. a dignified, calm manner of carrying oneself; 
self-possession: She showed great poise in giving her 
speech. 2. steadiness; stability: intellectual poise. 3. the 
way one holds oneself physically or the way one moves: 
the dancer's poise. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to hold (something 
so that it is) supported, as in position for using, etc.: The 
hunter poised the spear. 

poised (poizd) /poyzd/ adj. 1. dignified, calm, and com- 
posed: a poised speaker. 2. [be + ~] balanced: A bal- 
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foon was poised on the seals nose. 3. {be + ~) hanging 
or held in the air above something: Her hands were 
poised over her instnument, ready to play. 4. close to or 
ready for (something): [be + ~ + for}: The armies were 
poised for attack. [be + ~ + to + verb]: He was poised 
to win the championship. 

poison (poi/zan) /‘poyzon/ n. 1. a substance that taken 
into the body can destroy life or cause illness: [non- 
count}: poison in his food. (count): Severat different poi- 
sons could have killed his dog. 2. [noncount] something 
harmful, as to happiness: Her mother-in-law was poison 
to her. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to kill or injure with or as if with 
poison: She had been poisoned. 4. to put poison into or 
upon: Some of those foods had been poisoned. 5. to 
ruin or corrupt: Hatred had poisoned their minds. —adj. 
[wsually: before a noun] 6. containing poison: a poison 
Shrub. 

poi’son i/vy, n. (noncount] 1. a vine of the cashew 
family, with groups of three leaves and whitish berries: 
Poison ivy causes itching and a red rash. 2. the rash 
caused by touching poison ivy: poison ivy on her face. 

Poi-son-ous (poi/zan as) /'poyzənəs/ adj. 1. full of or 
containing poison: Rattlesnakes are poisonous. 2. caus- 
ing harm; destructive: poisonous rumors. —poi/son: 
oussly, adv. 

poi’son pill’, n. [count] a means of preventing a hostile 
takeover of a corporation, as by issuing a new class of 
stock, which would be a financial burden to a buyer. 

poke’ (pok) /powk/ v., poked, poking, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to push, esp. with something narrow or pointed: 
poked him in the ribs with her etbow. 2. to make (a hole, 
etc.) by or as if by pushing: [~ + obj]: He poked a hole 
in the sweater. [no obj): His finger poked through the 
hole in his glove. 3. to push (out) or extend: [~ + obj): 
poked her head out of the window. (no obj): Her head 
was poking through the window. 4. to push oneself into 
the affairs of others: [~ + oneself}: always poking him- 
self into our affairs. (no obj): always poking into her pri- 
vate life. 5. poke about or around, [no obj] to search 
impolitely into the affairs of another; pry: She was poking 
about on my desk, looking for the letter about her. 6. 
[no obj; (~ + along)) to proceed slowly: The old horse 
was just poking along the road. —n. (count) 7. a push: 
gave me a sharp poke in the ribs. 8. sLowrpoKke: He can 
be a reat poke when it comes to homework. —Idiom. 
9. poke fun at, {~ + obj] to make fun of or mock: The 
kids poked fun at him for his clothes. 10. poke one’s 
nose into, [~ + obj] to be overly interested in (some- 
one’s affairs); pry into: Dont poke your nose into my 
affairs. 

poke? (pok) /powk/ n. [count] Chiefly Midland U.S. a bag 
or sack, esp. a small one. 

pok-er' (pd/kar) /'powkor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that pokes. 2. a metal rod for poking or stirring a 
fire. 

pok-er? (p0/kar) /‘powkoar/ n. [noncount} a card game in 
which the players bet on the value of their hands and the 
winner takes the pool. 

pokey (pō/kē) /‘powkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. slow; delay- 
ing; dawdling: Don't be so poky or you'lt miss the school 
bus. 2. (of a place) small and cramped. 

pol (pol) /pol/ m. [count] Informal. a politician, esp. one 
experienced in making political deals. 

polar (p0/lar) /‘powlar/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or re- 
lating to the North or South Pole. 2. of or relating to any 
pole, as of a sphere or an electric cell. 3. opposite in 
character or action: There were polar differences between 
the two candidate's ideas. 

po/lar bear’, n. [count] a large white bear of arctic 
regions. 

po-lar-i-ty (po lari tē, pa-) /pow'laeritiy, po-/ n, ph 
-ties. 1. [noncount] Physics. the property that produces 
unequal physical effects at different points in a body or 
system, as in a magnet. 2. the presence of two opposite 
qualities or tendencies: [count]: a polarity of opinions. 
(moncount}: polarity between the rich and the poor. 

po-lar-isza-tion (pd/lar a za/shan) /,powlora'zeySon/ n. 
[noncount] 1. a sharp division, as of a population or 
group, into opposing factions: polarization between eth- 
nic groups. 2. a state in which rays of light have different 
properties in different directions. 

po-lar-ize (p0/la riz’) /‘powlo,rayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to cause polarization in. 2. to (cause to) be di- 
vided into sharply opposing factions or groups: [~ + 
obj): The issue has polarized voters. [no obj): The coun- 
try polarized around that issue. 

Po-larsoid (pd/la roid’) /‘powlo,royd/ Trademark. 1. 
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(noncount) a brand of glare-reducing material, used on 
sunglasses, etc. 2. [cont] the first brand of instant cam- 
era, developed by Edwin H. Land and marketed since 
1948. 3. [count] a print made by such a camera. 

pole’ (pol) /pow!l/ n., v., poled, poling. —n. [count] 1. a 
long, rounded, often narrow piece of wood, metal, etc.: 
telephone poles. —v. 2. to push, strike, or move forward 
with a pole: [~ + obj]: to pole a raft. {no obj): The skier 
poled forward. 

pole? (pol) /powl/ n. [count] 1. each of the ends of the 
axis of the earth or of any rounded body: The Earth has 
{wo poles. 2. one of two opposite principles, points of in- 
terest, etc.: af the two poles of the political spectrum. 3. 
either of the two parts of an electric battery or magnet 
that are opposite in charge. —Idiom. 4. poles apart, 
[be + ~] having widely opposing principles, qualities, 
etc.: On political questions they are poles apart. 

Pole (pol) /powl/ n. [cont] a person born or living in 
Poland. 

pole-cat (pdl/kat’) /'powl,kæt/ n. [count], pl. -cats, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -cat. 1. a European weasel 
having blackish fur and sending out a bad-smelling fluid 
when it is attacked or disturbed. 2. a North American 
skunk. 

po-lem-ic (pa lem/ik, pō-) /pa'lemik, pow-/ m. 1. a 
strong argument against some controversial topic, issue, 
etc.: [count]: a vigorous polemic against the new tax bill. 
[noncount}: touched off a great deat of controversy and 
polemic. 2. [count} one who argues in opposition to an- 
other. —adj. 3. Also, po-lem/i-cal. of or relating to a po- 
lemic; controversial. 

po-lem-ics (pa lem/iks, pō-) /pa'lemiks, pow-/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb) the art or practice of 
arguing by polemic: Polernics was one subject he had 
easily mastered as a lawyer. 

pole-star (pdl/star’) /‘powl,star/ n. [count] 1. [the + =] 
the star that appears to be nearest to the North Star 
when it is viewed in the Northern Hemisphere. 2. some- 
thing that serves as a guiding principle. 

pole’ vault’, n. 1. [noncountț a field event in which the 
performer uses a long pole to leap over a high crossbar. 
2. [count] a leap so performed. 

-poli-, root. -poli- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “polish, smooth.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: IMPOLITE, POLISH, POLITE. 

po-lice (pa lés’) /po'liys/ n, v, -liced, -liceing. —n. 
(plural; used with a phiral verb; often: the + ~ 1. an or- 
ganized, nonmilitary force for maintaining order, prevent- 
ing and detecting crime, and enforcing the laws: Contact 
the police if such crimes occur. 2. the members of such 
a force: A squad of police surrounded the building. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to regulate, control, or keep in order by or 
as if by means of police: Squad cars policed the area. 
See -POLIS-. 

po-lices-man or -womean, (pə lés’man) or (-woom/an) 
/pa'liysmon/ or /,wuman/ n. [count], pi. -men or -wom 
en. a member of a police force. See -Pouis-. 

po-lice’ of/fi-cer, n. [count] a member of a police 
force. See -POLIs-. 

police’ state’, n. {count} a state in which a national 
police force, esp. a secret police, prevents or puts an end 
to any opposition to the government. 

poleiscy' (pola sé) /'pnlosiy/ n, ph -cies. a definite 
course of action followed by a business, government, etc: 
[count]: a new company policy. (noncount}: U.S. trade 
policy needs new direction. See -Po.is-. 

pol-i-cy? (pol/a sé) /'polasiy/ n. [count], pl -cies. a doc- 
ument that has all the terms of a contract or agreement 
for insurance: an insurance policy on your home. 

pol-iscy-hold-er (pol’a sé hdl/dar) /‘polasiy,howldar/ n. 
(count) the individual or business firm in whose name an 
insurance policy is written. 

porlicoemy-e-rli-tis (pole © mi/a_ Itis) /,powli- 
yow,mayd'laytis/ also poslivo (pd/lé 5) /'powliyow/ n. 
[noncount} a disease of the nerves of the spinal cord and 
brain that control movement, often causing paralysis. 

-polis-, root. -potis- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “city.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
COSMOPOLITAN, GEOPOLITICAL, IMPOLITIC, MEGALOPOLIS, ME- 
TROPOLIS, METROPOLITAN, NECROPOLIS, POLICE, POLICY, POLIT- 
BURO, POLITIC, POLITICAL, POLITICIZE, POLITICO, POLITICS, POL- 
ITY, REALPOLITIK. 

polish (polish) /‘polif/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to make smooth, 
shiny, and glossy, esp. by rubbing: She polished her 
shoes. 2. [~ + obj] to make (something) complete, per- 
fect, or elegant: She stayed up late to polish her speech. 
3. polish off, to finish or dispose of quickly: [~ + off + 
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obj): to polis off a gallon of ice cream. [~ + obj + off}: 
The ice cream? They polished it off last night. 4. polish 
up, to improve; make perfect; refine: [~ + up + obj]: to 
polish up his French. (~ + obj + up): to polish his Ital- 
ian up by visiting Florence. —n. 5. a substance used to 
give smoothness or gloss: [nonconnt]: shoe polish. 
[count]: the polishes ard waxes. 6. [count] the act of 
polishing: She gave the silver a good polish. 7. (non- 
comt] smoothness of a surface. 8. [noriconnt] perfec- 
tion; refinement; elegance: He beliaves with sucli polish 
and good manners. —pol/ish-er, n. [count] See -Poul-. 

Poslish (pd/lish) /‘powlhf/ adj. 1. of or relating to Poland. 
2. of or relating to the language spoken in Poland. —n. 
[nonconnt] 3. the language spoken in Poland. 

polished (pol/isht) /‘polift/ adj. 1. having been made 
smooth, shiny, and glossy: polislied maliogany. 2. re- 
fined; showing culture or elegance: a polished nianner 
toward his guests. 3. made complete or perfect: a pol- 
ished performance during the debate. See -Poul-. 

Po-lit-buero (polit bydor/d,  põ/lit-, pə lit-) 
/polit,byorow, 'powlit-, pa'lit-/ n. (count; isually: the + 
~ the executive committee and chief policymaking body 
of the Communist Party in the former Soviet Union and in 
certain other Communist countries. See -POLIs-. 

po-lite (pa lit’) /pa'layt/ adj., -lit-er, -liteest. 1. showing 
good manners; courteous: a polite reply. 2. refined or 
cultured: polite society. —po-lite/ly, adv.: “I'd be 
honored to come,” lie answered politely. —po-lite/ness, 
n. [noncourit] See -PoL-. 

pol-i-tesse (poli tes’, po/lé-) /,poli'tes, ,paliy-/ n. (non- 
count] formal politeness; courtesy. See -POLI-. 

poleietic (poli tik) /'‘polittk/ adj. 1. shrewd, clever, or 
wise in practical matters. 2. done in a shrewd and practi- 
cal way and to one’s advantage: a politic reply. 3. politi- 
cal: the body politic. See -Pous-. 

poeliteiecal (pə lit/i kal) /pa'litikal/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or concerned with politics: She's become very political: 
working for a candidate, going to rallies, etc. 2. using or 
seeking power in the governmental or public affairs of a 
state, city, etc.: a political party. —po-lit/i-cal-ly, adv.: 
politically involved. See -POLIs-. 

polit/ical sci“ence, n. (noncount] a social science 
dealing with political institutions and government. 

pol-i-tiecian (poli tish’an) /,poli'tifon/ n. [count] 1. one 
who is active in politics, esp. as a career. 2. one who is 
skilled in politics or in maneuvering or directing people: 
They were real politicians in dealing with the strikers. See 
-POLIS-. 

porlit-iecize (pa lita siz’) /pa'lito,suyz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cized, -ciz-ing. to give a political character or slant to: 
to politicize a religious debate. See -POLis-. 

porliteicco (pə lit/i kO’) /pa'liti,kKow/ ri., pl. -COS. POLITI- 
CIAN. See -POLIS-. 

politics (pol/i tiks) /'politiks/ m. 1. [nonconnt; used 
witli a singular verb] the science or art of political gov- 
ernment: Politics is an intriguing study. 2. (plural; used 
with a plural verb] political principles or opinions: His 
politics are his own affair. 3. [plural; used with a plural 
verb] the use of schemes and secrecy to obtain power or 
control: Office politics are getting worse tliese days. See 
-POLIS-. 

poleiety (pol/i tē) /'politiy/ n. [cont], pl. -ties. a state or 
other organized community or body. See -Potis-. 

pol-Ka (pdl/k9, põ/kə) /'powlkə, 'powko/ n., pl. -kas, v., 
-kaed, -ka-ing. —rı. [count] 1. a lively couple dance with 
music in double meter. 2. a piece of music for such a 
dance or in its rhythm. —v. [70 obj] 3. to dance the 
polka. 

pol/ka dot’ (pō/kə) /'powkə/ n. [count] 1. a dot re- 
peated to form a pattern on a fabric. 2. a pattern of such 
dots. 

poll (pōl) /powl/ n. [count] 1. a sampling of opinions on 
a subject, taken from a group of people, as for analysis: 
The opinion polls show great interest in the econoriy. 2. 
the act of voting in an election. 3. Usually, polls. (plirraf 
the place where votes are cast: Polls are open at five- 
thirty in the morning. 4. the number of votes cast: a light 
poll. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to ask questions about the atti- 
tudes or opinions of (people): Students were polled on 
their prefererices. 6. to receive (a number of votes) at the 
polls: polled nearly six thousand more votes than ler op- 
ponent. —poll/er, si. [court] 

pol-len (pol/an) /'polon/ r. (rorcourit) the fine, powdery, 
yellowish grains Or spores on flowering plants that ferti- 
tize other plants: She's allergic to polleri. 

pollen count’, s. [count] a count of the pollen in the 
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air at or during a given time: The pollen count was high 
this spring. 

pollinate (pol/a nat’) /'poloncyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nat-ed, -nat-ing. to send pollen to the stigma of (a 
flower): Bees pollinate the flowers and weeds. —poleli- 
nation ¢ (pol’a nā/shən) /,polo'neySan/ n. (noncount] 
—pol/li-na’tor, n. [count] 

pol-liwog or pol-ly-wog 
/‘poliy,wog, -,Wwog/ n. TADPOLE. 

poll-ster (pdl/ster) /‘powlstar/ n. [count] one whose oc- 
cupation is the taking of public-opinion polls: Pollsters 
disagreed abont the election. 

pol-lu-tant (pa loot/nt) /pa'luwtnt/ n. [count] something 
that pollutes: chemical pollutants pouring into the river. 

pol-lute (pa loot’) /pa'luwt/ v. [~ + obj], -lut-ed, -lut- 
ing. 1. to make foul or unclean, esp. with harmful chem- 
ical or waste products; contaminate: fo pollute the air 
with smoke. 2. to make morally unclean; defile; debase: 
to pollute the mind with bigotry. —pol-lut/er, n. (comnt): 
All polluters will be heavily fined. 

pol-lu-tion (pə ld0’%shan) /pa'luwJSon/ nu. [noncomnt) 1. 
the act of polluting. 2. the materials that cause pollution: 
a beach ruined by pollution. 

porlo (pd/Id) /‘powlow/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a game played 
on horseback between two teams of four players each, 
who score points by driving a wooden ball into the oppo- 
nents’ goal with a long-handled hammer. 2. any game 
broadly resembling this, esp. water polo. —po/lo-ist, n. 
(count) 

pol-ter-geist (pol/ter gist’) /‘powltor,gayst/ n. [count] a 
spirit making its presence known by noises, knockings, 
etc. 

poly-, prefix. poly- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “much, many”: polyandry (= the custom of 
having many husbands); polyglot (= speaking many lan- 
guages). 

pol-ey-an-dry (pol/é an/dré, pol/é an/dré) /'poliy,ændriy, 
\poliy'wndriy/ n. (noncomnt] the practice of having more 
than one husband at the same time. See -ANDRO-. 

pol-y-clinsic (pol/é ktin/ik) /,poliy'klinik/ r. [count] a 
clinic or a hospital dealing with various diseases. 

pol-y-es-ter (pol/é es/ter, pole es/tar) /'poliy,estor, 
\poliy‘estor/ n. 1. [noncount] a textile fabric used esp. in 
clothes. 2. [count] a piece of clothing made from this 
fabric: sone polyesters and knits on sale. 

pol-y-eth-yl-ene (pol/é eth’a lén’) /,poliy'e8a,liyn/ n. 
[noricount] a plastic used chiefly for containers, electrical 
insulation, and packaging. 

po-lyg-a-my (pə liga mē) /pa'ligamiy/ n. (noncount] 
the practice of having more than one spouse, esp. more 
than one wife, at one time. —po-lyg/a-mist, n. [count] 
—po-lyg’aemous, adj: a polygamous society. See 
-GAM-. 

pol-y-glot (pole glot’) /'poliy,glot/ adj. 1. able to speak 
or write several languages; multilingual. 2. composed of 
several languages: a polyglot society. —n. [count] 3. a 
person who speaks, writes, or reads several languages. 
See -GLOT-. 

pol-y-gon (pol/é gon’) /'poliy,gon/ n. [count] a figure, 
esp. a closed plane figure, having three or more sides. 
—po-lyg-o-nal (pa lig’a nl) /pa'liganl/ adj. 

pol-y-graph (pol/i graf’) /‘poli,graf/ n. [count] 1. LIE DE- 
TECTOR. 2. a test using a lie detector. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
test (a person) with a polygraph. See -GRAPH-. 

pol-y-heedron§ (pol/é heé/dran) /,poliy'hiydran/ r. 
[comnt], pl. -drons, -dra (-dra) /-drə/. a solid figure hav- 
ing many faces. —pol’y-he/dral, adj. 

poleyemath (pol/é math’) /'poliy,maæð/ n. [count] a per- 
son of great learning in several fields of study. 

pol-yemer (pol’a mər) /'‘polomor/ n. [cont] a chemical 
compound formed by the addition of many smaller mole- 
cules. —pol-yemer-ic (pola mer/ik) /,polo'mertk/ adj. 

pol-y-no-miceal (pol’a nd/mé al) /,pola'nowmiyal/ adj. 1. 
characterized by two or more names or terms: 2x + Jy 
= 10 is a polynomial equation. —n, [count] 2. an ex- 
pression in algebra consisting of the sum of two or more 
terms. See -NOM-?. 

pol-yp (pol/ip) /‘polip/ n. 1. the rounded body form in 
the life cycle of a jellyfish or other similar animal, having 
stinging tentacles around the mouth and usually having 
the opposite end attached to a surface: [count]: colorful 
polyps in the waters of the Pacific. [(1roncount): a sea full 
of polyp. 2. [count] a growth that sticks up or out from a 
mucous surface of the body, as the nose: a polyp in the 
nose. 

po-lyph-o-ny (pə lifa nē) /pa'lifoniy/ n. [noncount] a 
musical style in which two or more independent and har- 


(pol7é  wog/.-wôg’) 


571 


monious melodic lines are heard at the same time. 
—pol-y-phonsic (pol’é fon/ik) /,poliy'fonik/ adj. —pol’y- 
phon/i-cal-ly, adv. See -PHON-. 

pol-y-sty-rene (pol/é sti/rén, -stēr/ēn) /,poliy'stayriyn, 
-‘stioriyn/ n. [nonconnt] a substance, a polymer of sty- 
rene, formed into a stiff foam and used in containers, in 
molded objects, etc. 

pol-y-syl-lab-ic (pol/é si lab/ik) /,poliysi'labik/ adj. 1. 
consisting of several, esp. four or more, syllables. 2. 
characterized by long words, as a language, a style of 
speech, or a piece of writing. 

pol-y-syl-la-ble (poē sia bəl, polē  sil-) 
poliy,silabal, poliy'sıl-/ n. [count] a polysyllabic word. 

pol-y-tech-nic (pol/é teknik) /,poliy'teknik/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to instruction in a variety of industrial arts, ap- 
plied sciences, or technical subjects. —n. [connt] 2. a 
school providing instruction in such subjects. See 
-TECHN-. 

pol-y-the-ism (pol/é thé iz’am, pol/é thé/iz am) /'pnliy- 
Oiy zəm, ,poliy'Biyizom/ n. [noncount} the doctrine of, 
or belief in, more than one god. —pol’y-the/ist, n. 
[count], adj. —pol’y-the-is/tic, adj. See -THEO-. 

pol-y-un-sat-u-rat-ed (pol/é un sach/a ra/tid) /,pol- 
iyan'setfa,reytid/ adj. (of a food) made from vegetable 
fats and associated with a low cholesterol content of the 
blood. 

pol-y-vienyl (pol/é vin/l) /,poliy'vaynl/ adj. relating to or 
made from a vinyl polymer. 

pol’/yvi/nyl chlo/’ride, n. (noncount] a white plastic- 
like substance, used chiefly for thin coatings, insulation, 
and piping. Also called PVC. 

po-made (po mad/’,-mad’) /pn'meyd, -'mad/ m, v., 
-mad-ed, -mad-ing. —n. [noncount) 1. a scented, greasy 
substance or ointment, esp. for the hair. —v. [~ + obj) 
2. to apply pomade to. 

pome-gran-ate (pom/qran‘it, pom/i-, pum/-) 
pom,grenit, 'pomi-, 'pam-/ n. [count] 1. a round fruit 
with a leathery red rind, containing a juicy, tart red pulp 
and white seeds. 2. the small tree that bears this fruit. 

pom-mel (pun/sl, pom/-) /'pamal, 'pom-/ n., v., 
-meled, -mel-ing or (esp. Brit.) -melled, -mel-ling. —n. 
[count] 1. a knob, as on the hilt of a sword. 2. the part at 
the front and top of a saddle. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to beat 
or strike with or as if with the fists. 

pomp (pomp) /pomp/ n. [noncount] 1. grand display; 
splendor; magnificence. 2. a showy or vain display. 

pom-pa-dour (pom/pse dôr’, -d6r’, -dddr’) /'pompa,dor, 
-dowr, -,dur/ n. [count] 1. an arrangement of a man’s 
hair in which it is brushed up high from the forehead. 2. 
an arrangement of a woman's hair in which it is raised 
over the forehead and often the temples in a roll. 

pom-pom or pom-pom (pom/pom/’) /'pom pom n. 
{count} an ornamental ball of strips or streamers, used 
esp. on clothing or waved at sporting events. Also, pom» 
pon (pompon) /'ppmpnn/. 

pomp-ous (pompes) /‘pnmpas/ adj. having or showing 
too much self-importance: He sounded very pompous, 
but no one was impressed. —pom-pos-irty (pom pos/- 
i tē) /pnm'pnsitiy/ pom/pous-ness, n. [noncount] 
—pomp/ous-ly, adv. 

-pon-, root. -pon- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “put, place.” It is related to the root -pos-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: COMPONENT, EXPONENT, 
OPPONENT, POSTPONE, PROPONENT. 

pon-cho (pon/cho) /'pontfow/ n. [count], pi. -chos. 1. a 
blanketlike cloak with an opening in the center for the 
head, originally worn in South America. 2. a waterproof 
garment styled like this, worn as a raincoat. 

pond (pond) /pond/ n. [count] a body of water smaller 
than a lake, sometimes artificially formed. See illustration 
at LANDSCAPE. 

pon-der (pon/der) /'pnndar/ v. to consider something 
deeply, thoughtfully, and thoroughly: [no obj]: She pon- 
dered for a while, then came to a decision. [~ + obj]: He 
pondered his next move. [~ + clause]: He pondered 
what to do. —pon/der-er, n. [count] See -PEND-. 

pon-der-ous (pon/dar as) /'pnndaras/ adj. 1. of great 
weight; heavy; massive: a ponderous cargo plane. 2. 
awkward: the fat man's slow, ponderous steps down the 
ladder. 3. dull: a ponderous dissertation. —pon/der- 
ousely, adv.: The elephant advanced ponderously. See 
-PEND-. 

pone (pōn) /pown/ n. (count) South Midland and South- 
ern U.S. a loaf or oval-shaped cake of any type of bread, 
esp. corn bread. 

pontiff (pon/tif) /‘pontif/ n. [count] 1. (usually: the + 
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~} the Roman Catholic pope; the Bishop of Rome. 2. any 
high or chief priest. 

ponstif-i-cal (pon tifi kal) /pon'tifikol/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to a pontiff: a pontifical decree. 2. pompous; 
overly self-important: the law professor's pontifical air. 

pon-tif-i-cate (pon tifi kat’) /pon'tifi,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. to speak in a pompous or self-important man- 
ner: [no obj): pontificating on the upcoming election. (~ 
+ that clause): He pontificated that everyone would 
eventually see things his way. 

pon-toon (pon toon’) /pon'tuwn/ also pon-ton (pon/tn) 
/‘pontn/ n. (count) 1. a floating structure used as support 
for a temporary bridge over a river. 2. a float for a der- 
rick, etc. 3. a seaplane float. 

pony (pd/ne) /'powniy/ n., pl. -nies, v., -nied, -ny-ing. 
—n. (count) 1. a small horse of any of several breeds. 2. 
Informal. a literal translation of a text, used as an aid in 
schoolwork; crib. 3. something small of its kind, as a 
glass holding a small amount of liquor or a bottle hold- 
ing seven ounces. —v. 4. pony up, /nformal. to pay 
(money), as in settling an account: [~ + up + obj]: to 
pony up the money. [~ + obj + up): to pony it up. 

po-nystail (po/né tal’) /‘powniy,teyl/ n. (count) a hair- 
style in which the hair is gathered at the back of the head 
and fastened so as to hang freely there. 

pooch (pooch) /puwtf/ n. [count] Informal. a dog. 

poordle (pood/l) /‘puwdl/ n. [count] one of a breed of 
dogs with long, thick, frizzy or curly hair. 

pooh (poo, põ) /puw, po/ interj. 1. (used to express dis- 
like, contempt, or ridicule of something): “Oh, pooh, you 
cant possibly finish that job,” she laughed. —n. (count) 
2. an instance of saying “pooh.” 

pooh-pooh (põo/põo/) /'puw'puw/ v. [~ + obj] to ex- 
press contempt for; dismiss lightly: quick to pooh-pooh 
the whole proposal. 

pool’ (pool) /puwl/ n. [count] 1. a small body of standing 
water; a small pond. 2. any small collection of liquid on 
a surface; puddle: a pool of blood. 3. a large, artificial 
basin filled with water for swimming: a large pool in their 
backyard. —v. 4. to (cause to) form a pool (in): [0 obj): 
The blood pooled in the area of the wound. {~ + obj): 
pooling the blood in one region of the body. 

pool? (pool) /puwl/ n. 1. [(noncount] a game played on a 
pool table with a cue ball and 15 other balls that are 
driven into pockets with a long stick: friendly games of 
pool. 2. [count] the total amount bet, as on a race. 3. 
[count] a. a combination of resources, etc., dedicated to 
some common purpose. b. the combined resources: a 
pool of over $500. 4. [count] a. a facility shared by a 
group of people: a car pool. b. the people involved in 
providing such a service. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to put 
(resources, etc.) into a common fund, as for a business: 
pooled their resources for the venture. 

poop’ (poop) /puwp/ n. [count] a raised structure at the 
rear of a vessel. 

POOP? (poop) /puwp/ v. [~ + obj] Informal. 1. to cause 
to become out of breath or exhausted: / was pooped af- 
ter the long hike. 2. poop out, a. to (cause to) become 
exhausted: [no obj]: Don't poop out now. [~ + obj + 
out}: A long run will really poop you out. b. [no obj] to 
give up or stop working or participating; stop functioning. 

poop’ (poop) /puwp/ n. [noncomnt] Slang. a truthful, fac- 
tual report; the lowdown: Give us the straight poop. 

poor (poor) /pur/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. having little 
or no money or means of support: He came from a poor 
family. 2. (of a country, etc.) not well supplied with natu- 
rat resources or funds: one of the poorest countries in 
the world. 3. [be + ~] lacking in something (men- 
tioned): a region that is poor in minerals. 4. faulty; infe- 
rior; below the usual standard: poor workmanship. 5. 
[before a noun) lacking in ability or training: He was a 
poor cook. 6. [before a nonn) wretched; unfortunate: 
That poor cat looks so skinny and hungry. 7. not much 
in amount; scanty or meager: poor attendance. —n. 8. 
the poor, [plural; used with a plural verb] poor persons 
thought of as a group: aid for the poor. 

poor-house (pdor/hous’) /'pur,haws/ n. [count], pl. 
-hous-es. a place in which poor people were formerly 
given a place to live at public expense. 

poorly (pdor/le) /'purliy/ adv. 1. not well: badly: poorly 
paid workers. —adj. 2. [be + Ņ ill; sick: He's poorly to- 
day. 

pop’ (pop) /pnop/ v., popped, pop-ping, n., adv. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) make a short, quick, explosive sound: [no obj): 
The cork popped. [~ + obj]: He popped the cork off the 
bottle. 2. to burst open with such a sound, as chestnuts 
or corn in roasting: [10 obj): The balloons popped. [~ + 
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obj): Someone was going around with a pin and popping 
all the balloons. 3. (no obj] to come or go quickly, sud- 
denly, or when not expected: She just popped by and 
said hello. See pop in below. 4. to shoot with a gun: [no 
obj): to pop at a mark. {~ + obj): to pop a few bullets at 
them. 5. (no obj] (of eyes) to grow round or very wide 
open, as if sticking out from the sockets: His eyes nearly 
popped out of his head when the president walked up to 
him and said hello. 6. {~ + obj] to put or thrust quickly: 
Pop the muffins into the oven. 7.(~ + obj) Informal. to 
swallow (pills), esp. as a habit: popping pills: uppers and 
dowriers. 8. pop for, [~ + obj] Slang. to pay for, esp. as 
a treat: said he would pop for the dinner. 9. pop in, [no 
obj] Informal. to visit briefly; drop by: She just popped in, 
stayed a while, arid left. 10. pop off, [no obj) Informal. 
a. to die suddenly. b. to say too much or speak angrily 
or indiscreetly: kept popping off about how hard his job 
was. 11. pop up, [ro obj] to appear or show up sud- 
denly: She pops up at the oddest times. —n. 12. [count] 
a short, quick, explosive sound. 13. [court] a popping. 
14. [count] a shot with a firearm. 15. [noncount] soda 
pop: They call it soda in the Eastern U.S. and pop in the 
Midwest. —adv. 16. with an explosive sound: The balloon 
went pop. —-Idiom. 17. a pop, Slang. each; apiece: 
Those dinners cost twenty-five dollars a pop. 18. pop 
the question, /nformal. to propose marriage: finally 
found the courage to pop the question. 

pop? (pop) /pop/ adj. 1. of or relating to popular songs: 
pop muisic. 2. of or relating to pop art. 3. reflecting or 
aimed at the general masses of people: pop culture. —n. 
[noncount] 4. popular music: brought pop to a new 
height. 5. POP ART. 

-pop-, root. -pop- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “people.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: POPULACE, POPULAR, POPULARITY, POPULARIZE, POPULATE, 
POPULOUS. 

pop., an abbreviation of: population. 
pop’ art’ or Pop’ Art’, n. (noncount] art in which 
everyday objects are the subject matter, and are often 
depicted as they appear in advertising or comic strips. 
—pop’ ar’tist, n. [coung 
pop-corn (pop/kérn’) /'pop,korn/ n. [noncount] 1. any 
of several varieties of corn whose kernels burst open and 
puff out when heated. 2. such corn when it is popped: 
munching on popcorn at the movies. 

Pope (pop) /powp/ n. (sometimes: pope] the bishop of 
Rome as head of the Roman Catholic Church: [the + 7: 
His Holiness, the Pope, will see you now. [no article; used 
as part of a proper name): His Holiness, Pope John XXIII, 
died in 1963. [count): Some popes in the Middle Ages 
were corrupt. 
pop-gun (pop/gun’) /'pop,gan/ n. [count] a toy gun from 
which a pellet is shot by means of compressed air. 
pop-lar (pop/lar) /‘poplor/ n. 1. [count] a rapidly growing 
softwood tree of the willow family. 2. [soncount] the 
wood of this tree, used esp. for pulp. 
pop-lin (pop/lin) /‘poplin/ n. [noncount] a fine fabric 
used for dresses, shirts, draperies, etc. 
pop-o-ver (pop/0/var) /'pop,owvor/ n. [count] a hollow 
muffin made with a batter of milk, egg, and flour. 
pop-py (pop/é) /'popiy/ n., pl. -pies for 1. 1. [count] a 
plant having showy, usually red flowers. 2. [nonconnt] an 
extract from the juice of the poppy, as opium. 
pop-py-cock (pop/é kok’) /'popiy,kok/ n. [noncount] 
nonsense; foolishness: His new plan was just a lot of 
poppycock. 
pop-uelace (pop/ya las) /'popyolos/ n. [count] 1. (in a 
community or nation) the common people. 2. the people 
living in a place; population. See -Pop-. 
pop-urlar (pop/ya lər) /‘pnpyolor/ adj. 1. looked on or 
thought of with approval or affection by people in gen- 
eral; well-liked; admired: a popular preacher, 2. [before 
a nour) of or relating to the common people or the peo- 
ple as a whole: popular government. 3. (before a noun) 
found among the people generally: a popular supersti- 
tion. 4. [before a nourn) appealing to or intended for the 
public at large: popular music. —pop/uclar-ly, adv.: 
popularly elected. See -PopP-. 
pop-uclar-isty (pop’ya lar/i tē) /,popyo'heritiy/ n. [non- 
count) the quality or fact of being popular. See -Pop-. 
pop-u-lar-ize (pop’ya lə riz’) /‘popyolo,rayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make popular: a movie that 
popularized disco. 2. to make (something difficult to un- 
derstand) easily understood by ordinary people: Tlie 
book popularizes the new breakthroughs in physics. 

pop-u-lar-i-za-tion (pop’ya lər i za’shan) /,popyalo- 
n'zeyfon/ nu. Uroriconrt) See -Pop-. 
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pop-u-late (pop/ya lat’) /‘popyajleyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to inhabit; live in: The region was 
populated by Celts and Germanic settlers. 2. to furnish 
with inhabitants; people: to populate the desert. See 
-POP-. 

pop-urla-tion (pop’ya !a’shan) /,popyo'leyfon/ n. 1. the 
total number of persons, animals, or other living things 
living in a country, city, etc.: [count]: a population of over 
2 billion people. (noncount): a definite decrease in popu- 
lation. 2. [noncount] the people living in a place: The 
population is completely terrorized by the secret police. 
3. [noncount] the (number of) people living in an area 
that are of a particular race, class, or group: the working- 
class population. 4. (count) any collection of things or in- 
dividuals being studied, as in statistics: a sample popula- 
tion of six hundred raccoons. See -Pop-. 

popula/tion explo/sion, s. (count) a rapid increase in 
the number of people living in an area because of an in- 
creasing birthrate or an increase in life expectancy. 

pop-uslism (pop’ya liz’am) /'popyo,lizom/ n. [noncount] 
1. a political movement that promotes the interests of 
the common people and calls for equality among them. 
2. the use of what are claimed to be the views, etc., of 
the common people to gain political power or popularity: 
His candidacy was founded on racism, yet he claimed it 
was one of populism. —pop/uclist, n. [count]: claiming 
to be a populist but dividing voters one from the other. 
—adj.: a populist reform movement. See -POP-. 

pop-u-lous (pop’ya las) /'popyalos/ adj. containing many 
people; heavily populated: a populous area. —pop/u- 
lous-ness, n. [noncount] See -PoP-. 

por-ceelain (pdr/sa lin, por’-; pors/lin, pors’-) /'porsəlin, 
'powr-;' porslin, 'powrs-/ n. (noncount] 1. a hard, shiny, 
transparent substance made by baking clay, used to 
make cups and dishes. 2. cups and dishes made from 
this substance. 

porch (porch, porch) /portf, powrtf/ n. [count] 1. an 
outside addition to a building, forming a covered ap- 
proach or entrance to a doorway. See illustration at 
HOUSE. 2. a raised platform on the outside of a building, 
usually leve! with a door; a veranda. 

por-cine (pdr/sin, -sin) /'porsayn, -sin/ adj. of, relating 
to, or resembling swine or pigs. 

por-cuepine (pdr/kya pin’) /'porkyo,payn/ n. [count] an 
animal, a large rodent having stiff, sharp spines or quills. 

pore’ (pdr, pdr) /por, powr/ v., pored, por-ing. pore 
over, [~ + over + obj] to read or study with focused at- 
tention, concentration, or hard work: They found him 
poring over old manuscripts in the library. 

pore’ (pôr, por) /por, powr/ n. [count] a very small 
opening, as in the skin or a leaf, for perspiration, absorp- 
tion, etc. 

poregy (por/gé) /'porgiy/ n. (count), pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -ey, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-gies. a fish eaten for food, having a deep body and 
large scales. 

pork (pork, pOrk) /pork, powrk/ n. [noncount]) 1. the 
flesh of a hog or pig used as food. 2. money spent or 
appointments made by the government for political rea- 
sons: There was so much pork in that budget for local 
construction that no legislator would dare oppose it. 

pork’ bar/rel, n. (count) an instance of government 
spending, or a bill or policy that calls for spending, on lo- 
cal improvements made primarily to gain votes: another 
pork barrel, that highway project. —pork/-bar/rel-ing, n. 
[rionconunt] 

porn (pôrn) /porn/ also poreno (pdr/nd) /'pornow/ Infor- 
mal. —n. [noncount] 1. pornography. —adj. 2. porno- 
graphic: a porn show; a porno movie. 

por-no-grapheic (pôr/na grafik) /,porno'grefik/ adj. (of 
writings, photographs, movies, etc.) of or relating to por- 
nography: pornographic niovies. See -GRAPH-. 

por-nog-ra-phy (pôr nog/ra fē) /por'nogrofiy/ n. [non- 

` conunt) writings, photographs, movies, etc., intended to 
arouse sexual excitement, esp. such materials considered 
as having little or no artistic merit: What constitutes por- 
nography, sonie say, is in the eye of the beholder. See 
-GRAPH-. 

po-rous (por/as, por’-) /'porəs, ‘powr-/ adj. 1. allowing 
water, air, etc., to pass through. 2. full of pores. —po- 
rosiety (pô ros/i tē, pO-) /po'rnsitiy, pow-/ n. [noncount] 

por-poise (pôr/pəs) /'porpas/ n., pl. (esp. when thought 
of as a group) -poise, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-pois-es, v., -poised, -pois-ing. —n. [count] 1. a marine 
mammal having a blunt, rounded snout and resembling 
a dolphin. —v. [no obj] 2. (of a speeding motorboat) to 
leap clear of the water after striking a wave. 
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Ppor-ridge (p6r/ij, por’-) /‘porid3, 'por-/ n. [noncount) a 
thick cereal made esp. of oatmeal boiled in water or 
milk. 

port! (port, port) /port, powrt/ m [count] 1. a city or 
town where ships load or unload. 2. a place where ships 
may take refuge from storms; harbor. 

port? (pôrt, port) /port, powrt/ n. [noncount] 1. the left- 
hand side of a vessel or aircraft, facing forward: “Turn 
hard to port, helmsman,” the captain ordered. —adj. 2. 
of, relating to, or located on the left side of a vessel or 
aircraft: “Engines afire on the port wing,” he radioed. 

port? (port, port) /port, powrt/ n. [noncount] a very 
sweet, usually dark red wine, originally from Portugal. 

port’ (port, port) /port, powrt/ n. [count] 1. an opening 
in the side or other exterior part of a ship for admitting 
air and light or for taking on cargo. 2. a small opening in 
an armored vehicle, aircraft, or fort through which a gun 
can be fired or a camera directed. 3. a data connection 
in a computer to which an outside (peripheral) device can 
be attached: Hook up the printer to your parallel port. 

-port-, root. -port- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “carry; bring.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMPORT, DEPORT, EXPORT, IMPORT, IMPORTANCE, 
IMPORTANT, OPPORTUNE, OPPORTUNITY, PORTABLE, PORTAGE, 
PORTER, PORTFOLIO, PORTMANTEAU, PURPORT, RAPPORT, RE- 
PORT, SUPPORT, TRANSPORT, TRANSPORTATION. 

Port-a-ble (pôr/tə bal, pōr/-) /'portəbəl, 'powr-/ adj. 1. 
that can be transported: a portable stage. 2. easily car- 
ried by hand: a portable radio. 3. (of data, software, etc.) 
able to be used on different computer systems. 4. capa- 
ble of being transferred, as pension benefits, from one 
employer's plan to that of another. —n. [count] 5. some- 
thing that can be moved, esp. as distinguished from a 
similar machine that cannnot: Bring along your portable 
TV. —port-a-bil-i-ty (pdr/ta bili tē, por’-) /,porto'bilitiy, 
ipowr-/ n. [noncount] See -PoRT-. 

Por-tage (por/tij, pōr/- or, for 2, 3 pôr tazh/) /‘portid3, 
‘powr- or, for 2, 3 por'tas/ n. [moncount] 1. the act of 
carrying; carriage. 2. the carrying of boats, etc., across 
land from one river, etc., to another. 3. the route over 
which this is done. See -Port-. 

Por-tal (pôr/tl, por/-) /‘portl, 'powr-/ n. [count] a door, 
gate, or entrance, esp. one of great size and appearance. 

port-cul-lis (pôrt kulis, pōrt-) /port'kalis, powrt-/ n. 
[count] a strong grating, as of iron, made to slide up and 
down at the sides of the gateway of a castle. 

por-tend (pôr tend’, pōr-) /por'tend, powr-/ v. [~ + obj] 
to indicate in advance, as an omen does: What do the 
polls portend for the election? See -TEND-. 

por-tent (pôr/tent, pōr/-) /'portent, 'powr-/ n. 1. [count] 
something that portends: a portent of even worse defeats 
to come. 2. [noncount] significance; meaning: occur- 
rences of dire portent. See -TEND-. 

por-ten-tous (por ten/təs, pōr-) /por'tentos, powr-/ adj. 
1. of the nature of a portent. 2. indicating something bad 
for the future: a portentous defeat. 3. overly self- 
important; pompous. —por-ten/tous-ly, adv.: He spoke 
portentously of the decline in literacy. See -TEND-. 

por-ter' (p6r/tar, por’-) /'portor, 'powr-/ n. [count] 1. 
one hired to carry baggage, as at a hotel. 2. one who 
does cleaning, repairs, etc., in a building, store, etc. See 
-PORT-. 

por-ter’ (pdr/tar, pOor/-) /'portor, '‘powr-/ n. [count] one 
who has charge of a door or gate; doorkeeper. 

portfolio (port fo7le 6’, podrt-) /port'fowliy,ow, 
powrt-/ n., pl. Airos. 1. [count] a flat, thin, portable case 
for carrying loose papers, etc.: That portfolio must be- 
long to the businessman who just got out of this taxicab. 

2. [count] the contents of such a case, esp. a collection 
of photographs, etc., that represents a person’s work: 
The students submitted a portfolio of their drawings. 3. 
[count] the securities, etc., held by a private investor, fi- 
nancial institution, etc: a portfolio of bonds. 4. [non- 
count) the office, duties, or post of a minister of state or 
member of a cabinet: a minister without portfolio. See 
-FOLI-, -PORT-. 

port-hole (port/hol’, port/-) /‘port,howl, ‘powrt-/ n. 
[count] 1. a round, windowlike opening in the side of a 
ship. 2. an opening in a wall, door, etc., as one through 
which to shoot. 

por-ti-co (pôr/ti k6’, por’-) /'porti,kkow, ‘powr-/ n. 
[count], pl. -coes, -cos. a structure consisting of a roof 
with columns or piers supporting it, usually attached to a 
building as a porch. —por/ti-coed/, adj. 

por-tion (pdér/shan, por/-) /'porfon, 'powr-/ n. [count] 1. 
a part of a whole; a segment: Portions of this television 
broadcast have been sponsored by various oil compa- 
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nies. 2. an amount of food served to one person; serv- 
ing; helping: several portions of meat and dessert. 3. the 
part of a whole set aside for a person or group; share: My 
portion was less than yours. 4. the part of an estate that 
goes to an heir. —v. 5. to divide into or distribute in por- 
tions or shares: [~ + out + obj): Portion out the rest of 
this food among yourselves. [~ + obj + out): Portion it 
out among yourselves. 

Portely (port7lé, pGrt/-) /‘portliy, ‘powrt-/ adj., -liver, -li 
est. rather heavy or fat; stout: Refer to your full-sized 


teacher as “portly” rather than “fat.” —port/lieness, n. 
[noncount) 
porteman-teau (port man/to, port-; pôrt/man tō, 


port’-) /port'mentow, powrt-; ,portmen'tow, ,powrt-/ n., 
pl. -teaus, -teaux (-tōz, -t0; -t0z7, -t6’) /-towz, -tow; 
-‘towz, -'tow/ adj. —n. [count] 1. Chiefly Brit. a case or 
bag to carry clothing in while traveling. —adj. 2. combin- 
ing or blending several items, features, or qualities: a 
portmanteau show; a portmanteau word like brunch, 
formed from the words breakfast and lunch. See -Port-. 

por-trait (pdr/trit, -trat, pOr’-) /‘portrit, -treyt, 'powr-/ n. 
[count] 1. a representation of a person, esp. of the face: 
a portrait of a woman with just the slightest smile. 2. a 
description, in words, writing, or film, usually of a person: 
The movie provides a revealing portrait of the late hu- 
manitarian. 

por-trait-ist (pôr/tri tist, -tra-, pOr/-) /'portritist, -trey-, 
'powr-/ n. [count] one who makes portraits. 

por-trai-ture (pôr/tri char, pdr’-) /‘portritfor, 'powr-/ n. 
[noncount) the art of making portraits. 

por-tray (por tra’, por-) /por'trey, powr-/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to make a portrait. 2. to describe in words, esp. in a 
certain way: In many TV commercials, fathers are por- 
trayed as lovable but foolish. 3. to represent dramati- 
Cally, as on the stage: the actor who portrayed Napoleon. 

por-tray-al (pôr tra’al, pdr-) /por'treyal, powr-/ n. 
[count] 1. the act of portraying something. 2. the act of 
describing something: his portrayal of all politicians as 
thieves and liars. 3. a performance, as in a play or 
movie: the actress's portrayal of a waitress. 

Por-tueguese (por/cha géz’, -gés’, pOr’-; pôr/chə géz’, 
-gés’, pōr/-) /,portfa'giyz, -'glys, ,powr-; 'portfo,giyz, 
-.giys, 'powr-/ adj., n., pl. -guese. —adj. 1. of or relating 
to Portugal. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in 
Portugal. —n. 3. [count] a person born or living in Portu- 
gal. 4. [noncount] the language spoken in Portugal. 

-pos-, root. -pos- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “put; place.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMPOSE, COMPOSITE, COMPOST, COMPOSURE, DE- 
POSE, DEPOSIT, DISPOSE, EXPOSE, EXPOSITION, IMPOSE, IMPOS- 
TOR, INTERPOSE, JUXTAPOSE, OPPOSE, POSE, POSIT, POSITION, 
POSITIVE, POSTURE, PREDISPOSE, PREPOSITION, PREPOSSESSING, 
PRESUPPOSE, PROPOSE, PROPOSITION, PURPOSE, REPOSE, SU- 
PERIMPOSE, SUPPOSE, SUPPOSITION, TRANSPOSE. See -PON-. 

pose (p0z) /powz/ v., posed, pos-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) get into or hold a physical position, as for an 
artistic purpose: [110 obj]: to pose for a photographer. [~ 
+ obj]: The photographer posed the group. 2. [~ + as 
+ obj) to pretend to be what one is not: To gain en- 
trance into the plant, they posed as police officers. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to state, or put forward for others to consider; to 
present (an idea, etc.): Let me pose this question to you: 
Will you raise taxes? 4. [~ + obj] to cause (something) 
to exist; create: Her erratic behavior on the job poses 
problems. —n. [count] 5. a way of holding the body in a 
certain position, esp. for an artistic purpose, as to be 
drawn, etc.: The model stood in various poses as the 
photographer clicked away. 6. a mental attitude or a way 
of behaving adopted for effect or in order to make an im- 
pression, usually false: His liberalism is merely a pose. 
See -Pos-. 

pos-er' (p0/zar) /'‘powzar/ n. [count] one who poses. 

Poser? (p0/zar) /'powzar/ n. [count] a person, question, 
or problem that is hard to understand. See -pos-. 

po-seur (po zur’) /pow'z3r/ n. [count] one who adopts a 
character, manner, or feeling to impress others. 

posh (posh) /ppf/ adj., -er, -est. stylishly elegant; grand; 
luxurious: They went to the poshest restaurant to cele- 
brate. 

pos-it (poz/it) /'pozit/ v. [~ + obj] to put forward (an 
idea); postulate; suggest: Darwin posited the notion of 
survival of the fittest as a principle in evolution. See 
-POS-. 

Po-si-tion (pa zish’an) /pa'zifon/ n. 1. [count] location; 
situation; condition with regard to place: the position of 
the moon in the sky. 2. [count] a place occupied or to be 
occupied; site: The garrison was a well-fortified position. 
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3. [noncount] the proper or usual place: position of the 
furniture. 4 [count; usually singular] situation or condi- 
tion, esp. in relation to circumstances: in an awkward po- 
sition. 5. [count] status or standing; rank: They were in 
the top positions in their classes. 6. [count] a job: took a 
new position with a publishing company. 7. {count) an 
attitude, opinion, or belief: the governor's position on 
capital punishment. 8. [count] the part of a sports field 
covered by a player: Which position did you play. pitcher, 
catcher, or infielder? —v. [~ + obj] 9. to put (some- 
thing) in a particular, proper, or correct position: He posi- 
tioned himself next to the president. See -pos-. 

positive (poz/i tiv) /‘pozitiv/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + (that) 
clause] confident in belief or in what one says; sure: He 
is positive that he'll win. 2. expressing agreement; favor- 
able: a positive reaction to his speech. 3. expressing a 
statement that indicates or means “yes”; affirmative: a 
positive answer. 4. emphasizing what is hopeful about a 
situation; constructive: Be more positive in your outlook 
on life. 5. clearly expressed; definite: issued a positive 
denial 6. (usually: before a noun) allowing no doubt; 
that cannot be argued against: positive identification of 
the body. 7. [before a noun] complete; out-and-out: 
She's a positive genius! 8. moving in a direction thought 
of as showing progress, etc.: a positive trend. 9. relating 
to the electricity in a body lacking in electrons: a positive 
charge. 10. (of a chemical element or group) tending to 
lose electrons and become positively charged; basic: 
positive ions. 11. (of a medical test) indicating the pres- 
ence of the disease, condition, etc., tested for. 12. nam- 
ing a number greater than zero: positive integers. 13. of 
or naming the simple, base form of an adjective or ad- 
verb, aS good or smoothly, in contrast to the comparative 
or superlative form. 14. of or naming a photographic 
print showing the brightness values as they are in the 
subject. —n. [count] 15. something positive; a positive 
quality or characteristic. 16. a. the positive degree in 
grammatical comparison. b. the positive form of an ad- 
jective or adverb. 17. a positive photographic image, as 
on a print or transparency. —pos/i-tive-ness, n. [non- 
count] See -Pos-. 

pos-ietivesly (poz/i tiv lē, or, esp. for 3, poz/i tiv/lé) 
lpozitivliy, or, esp. for 3, ,pozr'tivliy / adv. 1. with cer- 
tainty; absolutely: The statement is positively true. 2. def- 
initely; without question: Her behavior was positively dis- 
gusting! —interj. 3. (used to express strong agreement 
with something, or to mean “yes”): Can you make it to 
the party? —Fositively! See -pos-. 

poseietron (poz/i tron’) /‘pozi,tron/ n. [count] an ele- 
mentary particle with the same mass as an electron but 
having a positive charge. See -Pos-. 

poss., an abbreviation of: 1. possessive. 2. possible. 3. 
possibly. 

pos-se (pos/é) /'pnsiy/ n. [count] 1. a group of people 
brought together legally to assist a sheriff in an emer- 
gency: In Westerns the posse rides off after the bank rob- 
bers. 2. Slang. a group of people associated in some 
fashion: a posse of driig dealers. 

pos-sess (pə zes’) /pa'zes/ v. [~ + obj] 1. [not: be + 
~ing) to have (something) as belonging to one; own: 
Everything they possessed was lost in the war. 2. [not: 
be + ~ing] to have as a part of one’s mind, or as a 
quality: She possesses great wit. 3. (of a spirit, esp. an 
evil one) to control (a person) from within: possessed by 
demons. 4. (of a feeling, etc.) to influence in the manner 
of such a spirit: A raging fury possessed hin. [~ + obj 
+ to + verb): What in the world possessed you to do 
this? —pos-ses/sor, n. (count) 

pos-sessed (pə zest’) /pa'zest/ adj. [be + ~] 1. made 
to move by a Strong feeling, by madness, or by a super- 
natural power: She looked like a wornan possessed. 2. 
self-possessed; calm; poised. ——-Idiom. 3. possessed 
of, [be + ṣẹ having: possessing: He is possessed of in- 
telligence and arnbition. 

pos-ses-sion (pa zesh’an) /pa'zesan/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act or fact of possessing: She took possession of the 
house. 2. [nonconnt] the state of being possessed: pos- 
session by the devil. 3. [noncount] ownership. 4. [count] 
a thing possessed or owned: They stole her only posses- 
sion, a little teddy bear. 5. possessions, [plural] property 
or wealth. 6. [count] a part of the territory of a nation: is- 
lands and other small possessions in the Pacific. 7. [non- 
count] a. control of the ball or puck by a player or team. 
b. the right of a team to put the ball into play: The Giants 
have possession of the bal. 8. [noncount] control over 
oneself, etc.: Was he in full possession of his faculties? 
See -SESS-. 

pos-ses-sive (pa zes/iv) /pa'zesiv/ adj. 1. desiring to 


574 


dominate and be the only controlling influence on some- 
one: a jealous, possessive husband. 2. unwilling to share 
with other people; selfish. 3. (of a word, construction, or 
grammatical case) showing possession, ownership, ori- 
gin, etc., as Jane's in Jane’s coat. His in his book is a 
possessive adjective. His in The book is his is a posses- 
sive pronoun. Compare Genitive (def. 1). —n. [count] 4. 
the possessive case. 5. a possessive form or phrase. 
—pos-ses/sive-ly, adv. —pos-ses/sive-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

pos-si-bil-iety (pos/’a bili tē) /,pnsa'bilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 
1. [noncount] the state or fact of being possible: the pos- 
sibility of error. 2. [count] something possible: had tried 
every single possibility but one. 

pos-sieble (pos/a bal) /'‘pnsabal/ adj. 1. that may or can 
exist, happen, be done, be used, etc.: a possible cure; six 
possible choices. 2. [Ht + be + ~ + (that) clause] that 
may be true or may be the case: /t is possible that she 
has already gone. 

pos-sib-ly (pos’a blé) /'posabliy/ adv. 1. perhaps; 
maybe: /t may possibly rain today. 2. by any possibility; 
conceivably: She has alt the money she can possibly use. 

pos-sum (pos/am) /'posəm/ n. [count], pl. -sums, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -sum. 1. OPOSSUM. 
—Idiom. 2. play possum, to pretend to be asleep or 
dead: She was lying in bed playing possum. 

post’ (post) /powst/ n. [count] 1. a piece of wood or 
metal put into the ground so that it stands upright and 
used aS a Support, a point to attach things, etc. 2. one of 
the main upright pieces of a piece of furniture. 3. a goal- 
post. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to put up (a public notice) on a 
post or wall: They posted several flyers announcing the 
concert. 5. to bring to public attention by means of a 
poster or the like: fo post a reward. 

post? (post) /powst/ n. [count] 1. a position of duty or 
trust to which one is assigned: a diplomatic post. 2. a 
military station with permanent buildings: decided to 
close down some army posts. 3. the body of troops in 
that station. 4. a place in the stock exchange where a 
particular stock is traded. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to assign, 
place, or station at a post: The detachrnent was posted 
to the front of the battle. 6. to provide or put up, as bail: 
He posted bail and was out on the streets only five hours 
after his arrest. 

post? (post) /powst/ n. [noncomnt] 1. Chiefly Brit. a. a 
single dispatch of mail. b. the mail itself. c. a mail sys- 
tem service. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to supply with up-to-date 
information: Keep me posted on your activities. 3. 
Chiefly Brit. to send by mail: posted several letters to her. 

post-, prefix. post- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “after (in time), following (some event);” “be- 
hind, at the rear or end of’: post- + industrial ~ postin- 
dustrial (= after the industrial age), post- + war ~ post- 
war (= after the war). 

post-age (p0/stij) /‘powstid3/ n. [noncount]) 1. the 
charge for sending something by mail. 2. the stamps, in- 
dication, or printed design on an envelope, etc., repre- 
senting such charges. 

post-al (pds/tl) /‘powstl/ adj. of or relating to the post 
office or mail service: postal delivery, postal employees. 

post-card or post card, (pdst/kard’) /‘powst,kard/ n. 
[count] a small printed card for mailing a casual mes- 
sage without an envelope for privacy. 

post-date (post dat’, post’-) /powst'deyt, 'powst-/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -dat-ed, -dat-ing. 1. to date (a check, etc.) with 
a date later than the actual date. 2. to be later than. 

post-er (po/ster) /‘powstor/ n. [count] a large, stiff piece 
of paper with a message on it, posted in a public place, 
as for advertising: The poster had a picture of the miss- 
ing child's face. 

pos-te-ri-or (po stér’é ar, pō-) /po'stiariyar, pow-/ adj. 
1. [before a noun) located behind or at the rear of. 2. 
coming after (something) in order or in time; later. —n. 
[count] 3. the lower, bottom parts or rump of the body; 
the buttocks: /owered his posterior onto the chair. —pos- 
te/ri-or-ly, adv. —Syn. See BACK. 

pos-ter-i-ty (po ster/i tē) /pn'steritiy/ n. [noncount] fu- 
ture generations; one’s descendants: He hoped that pos- 
terity would view hit as a hero and not a villain. 

post-grad-u-ate (post graj’50 it, -at’) 
/powst'gred3zuwit, -,cyt/ adj. 1. of or relating to post- 
graduates: a postgraduate seininar. —n. [count] 2. a stu- 
dent taking advanced work after graduation. 

post-haste (post/hast/) /‘powst'heyst/ adv. as quickly as 
possible: They got out of there posthaste. 

post-huemous (pos/cha mas) /'postfoamoas/ adj. 1. oc- 
curring or continuing after one’s death: a posthumous 
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medal for bravery. 2. published after the death of the au- 
thor. —post/huemous-ly, adv.: The award was given 


posthumously. See -HUM-. 

post-hyp-not-ic (pdst/hip notik) /,powsthip'nntik/ adj. 
(of a suggestion) made during hypnosis so as to be effec- 
tive after awakening: a posthypnotic suggestion. 

post-inedus-tri-al = (post/in dus’tré əl) —/,pows- 
tin'dastriyal/ adj. [before a noun] of or relating to the 
time after large-scale industrialization: a postindustrial 
society. 

post-lude (pdst/ld0d) /'powstluwd/ n. [count] a conclud- 
ing piece of music, esp. in church. 

posteman (post/man) /‘powstmon/ n., pl. -men. MAIL 
CARRIER: Did the postman bring any letters for us today, 
or just bills? 

postemark (pdst/mark’) /‘powst,mark/ n. [count] 1. an 
official mark stamped on mail passed through a postal 
system, showing the place and date of sending or re- 
ceipt. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to stamp with a postmark. 

post-mas-ter (post/mas/tar) /‘powst ,mastor/ n. [count] 
the official in charge of a post office. 

post/master gen/eral, n. [count], pi. postmasters 
general. the head of the postal system of a country. 

post-merrid-isan (post/ma rid’é an) /,powstma'ridiyan/ 
adj. of, relating to, or occurring in the afternoon. 

post-mis-tress  (pdst/mis’tris) /‘powst,mistris/ m. 
[count] a woman in charge of a post office. 

post-mod-ern (post mod/arn) /powst'mndorn/ adj. 
[sometimes: Postmodern] of or relating to the architec- 
ture, arts, and literature developing in the late 20th cen- 
tury in reaction to modernism. 

post-mor-tem (post mdr/tam) /powst'mortam/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to the time following death. 2. of or relat- 
ing to examination of the body after death. 3. occurring 
after the end of something: a postmortem meeting to 
discuss why the team lost. —n. [court] 4. an examina- 
tion of the body after death, so as to determine what 
caused death; an autopsy. 5. an evaluation after the end 
of something, esp. a defeat in a game: The coach held a 
postmortem with the press after the team's devastating 
loss. See -MORT-. 

post-na-sal (pdst na/zal) /powst'neyzal/ adj. located 
behind the nose or in the region of the throat where the 
back of the nose connects with it: postnasal drip. 

post-na-tal (post nat/l) /powst'neytl/ adj. occurring after 
childbirth. 

post’ of/fice, n. 1. [count] an office of a government 
postal system at which mail is received and sorted, from 
which it is sent out and delivered, and at which stamps 
are sold. 2. [proper noun; often: Post Office; the + ~ 
the department of a government with the task of deliver- 
ing and receiving mail. 

post-op-er-a-tive (post op’ar ə tiv, -ə ra/tiv, -op/ra tiv) 
/powst'ppoarativ, -a,reytiv, -'nprativ/ adj. [before a noun] 
occurring after a medical operation: postoperative pain. 
See -OPER-. 

post-par-tum (post par’tam) /powst'partom/ adj. fol- 
lowing childbirth: postpartum depression. See -PARE-?. 

postpone (post pon’, pds-) /powst'pown, pows-/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -poned, -pon-ing. to put (something) off to a 
later time: We have postponed our departure until tomor- 
row. —post-pone/ment, n. [count]: We endured one 
postponement after another. [noncount): postponement 
of the match. See -Pon-. 

post-pran-di-al (post pran/dé al) /powst'priendiyal/ adj. 
after a meal, esp. after dinner. 

post-script (pdst/skript’, pds’-) /‘powst,skript, ‘pows-/ 
n. [count] a paragraph, sentence, etc., added to a letter 
already finished and signed by the writer: /n a short post- 
script he reminded her to write back soon. See P.S. See 
-SCRIB-. 

pos-tu-late (v. pos’cha lat’; n. -lit, -lat / v. 'pp- 
stfa,leyt; n. -lit, -,leyt/ v., -lat-ed, -lateing, n. —v. 1. to 
suggest or assume the existence or truth of (something), 
esp. as a basis for further reasoning: [~ + obj]: She pos- 
tulated an increase in population and went on from there 
to form a theory of population change. [~ + that clause]: 
began by postulating that good and evil exist in all peo- 
ple. —n. [count] 2. something assumed to be true and 
used as a basis for reasoning: a postulate that human 
beings were created for a purpose. —pos-tucla-tion 
(pos/cha la’shen) /,pnstfo'leyfan/ n. [poncount) 

pos-ture (pos/’cher) /'pnstfar/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. 
—n. 1. the position of the arms, legs, etc., or the way the 
body is held by a person when standing, etc.: [non- 
count): She had poor posture as a child. [count]: She 
held several postures while the sculptor worked. 2. 
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[count] a mental attitude or stance, as that adopted by a 
company or government: 4 low posture, in which we are 
seen as avoiding interference. —v. [no obj] 3. to act 
falsely, so as to Create a certain impression: The negotia- 
tors were just posturing when they demanded such high 
wage increases. See -Pos-. 

post-war (post/wor’) /‘powst'wor/ adj. [before a noun] 
of or relating to a period following a war: the postwar 
generation. 

Poesy (p0/ze) /'powziy/ n. [count], pl. -sies. a flower, 
nosegay, or bouquet. 

pot’ (pot) /pnt/ n., v., potted, pot-ting. —n. [count] 1. a 
container made of baked clay, metal, etc., used for cook- 
ing, serving, and other purposes. 2. such a container 
with its contents: a pot of stew. 3. FLOWERPOT. 4. a con- 
tainer of liquor or other drink: a pot of ale. 5. CHAMBER 
pot. 6. [usually singular] a large sum of money: He in- 
herited quite a pot when she died. 7. all the money bet 
at a single time; pool: He put all his winnings in the pot 
for one last game. 8. potBEtLy: He'd developed quite a 
pot drinking all that beer. —v. 9. [~ + obj] to put or 
transplant into a pot: to pot a plant. —Idiom. 10. go 
to pot, [mo obj] to become ruined; get worse; deterio- 
rate: The whole city seems to be going to pot. —pot’ ful, 
n. (count), pl. -fuls. 

pot? (pot) /pnt/ n. [noncount] Slang. marijuana. 

-pot-, root. -pot- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “power; ability.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: IMPOTENCE, IMPOTENT, OMNIPOTENT, PLENIPOTENTI- 
ARY, POTENCY, POTENT, POTENTIAL. 

po-ta-ble (pd/ta bal) /‘powtabal/ adj. 1. fit for drinking: 
potable water. —n. [count] 2. Usually, potables. [pluran 
liquids that a person can drink safely; beverages. —po- 
ta-bil-iety (po/ta bili tē) /powta'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 

potash (pot/ash’) /'pnt,æf/ m. [noncount] a white, pow- 
dery substance, potassium carbonate, esp. the crude im- 
pure form taken from wood ashes. 

po-tas-si-um (pə tas’é am) /po'tæsiyom/ n. [noncount] 
a silvery white metallic element that burns rapidly in the 
air and whose compounds are used as fertilizer. 

porta-to (pa ta/to, -ta) /pa'tcytow, -ta/ n., pl. -toes. 1.a 
white vegetable with a brown or reddish skin that grows 
underground and is grown as food: [count]: a bag of po- 
tatoes. [noncount): a filling made of potato and onion. 2. 
[count] the plant itself. 3. sweet potato (defs. |, 2). 

pota/’to chip’, n. [court] a thin slice of potato fried un- 
til crisp and usually salted. 

pot-bel-ly (pot/bel/é) /'pnt,beliy/ n. [count], pl. -lies. 1. 
a rounded belly or stomach that sticks out. 2. a person 
with such a stomach. 3. a stove having a large, rounded 
chamber for burning. —pot/bel/lied, adj. 

pot-boil-er (pot/boi/lar) /'pnt,boylor/ n. [count] a work 
of writing, music, or art produced for quick profit: started 
knocking off one stearny potboiler after another. 

po-ten-cy (pd/tn sé) /'powtnsiy/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the 
State or quality of being potent. 2. effectiveness; 
strength: Over time the drug loses its potency. See -Pot-. 

po-tent (pot/nt) /‘powtnt/ adj. 1. powerful: mighty: a 
potent air force. 2. persuasive: potent arguiments. 3. 
producing powerful effects: a potent drug. 4. (of a male) 
capable of having sexual relations. See -PoT-. 

po-ten-tate (pot/n tat’) /‘powtn,tcyt/ n. [count] one 
who possesses great power, aS a monarch. See -PoT-. 

po-ten-tial (pa ten’shal) /pa'tenfal/ adj. [before a nonn) 
1. possible, as opposed to actual; that might or could be 
true but is not yet so: the potential uses of miclear en- 
ergy. 2. capable of being or becoming: a potential dan- 
ger. —n. [noncount) 3. possibility: That investment has 
little growth potential. 4. a talent or ability that is present 
but that may or may not be developed yet: She had great 
potential as a gymnast. See -Pot-. 

po-ten-ti-al-i-ty (pa ten’shé ali tē) /potenfiy'wlitiy/ m., 
pl. -ties. 1. [moncount] the state or quality of being po- 
tentiat. 2. [connt] something potential. See -PoT-. 

pot-hold-er (pot’hdl/der) /‘pnt,howldar/ n. [count] a 
thick piece of material used to protect hands from hot 
pots. 

pot-hole (pot/hdl’) /'pnt,howl/ n. [count] a hole formed 
in pavement, caused by traffic or weather. 

po-tion (pd/shan) /'‘powfon/ n. [count] a drink having 
powers of medicine, poison, or magic: He drank a magic 
potion that changed him into a lizard. 

potluck (pot/luk’, -luk’) /‘pot,lak. -'lak/ n. [count] 1. a 
meal that happens to be available without special prepa- 
ration. 2. Also called pot/luck supper. a meal, esp. for 
a large group, to which guests bring food to be shared: 
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We can have a big pothick supper and invite more people 
that way. 3. whatever is available. 

pot-pie (pot/pi’, -pi’) /'pot,pay, -'pay/ n. a pie of meat 
and vegetables cooked in a deep dish and topped with a 
crust: [count]: Those little frozen potpies are perfect for 
individual servings. (noncount)}: potpie for dinner. 

pot-poursri (pō/pòó ré’, pO/pdo ré’) /,powpu'riy, 'pow- 
po rly/ n., pl. -ris. 1. a fragrant mixture of dried flower 
petals and spices, usually kept in a jar: [count]: hanging 
some potpourris in the closet to kill bad smells. [non- 
count]: You can make potpourri if you have some cloves 
and some flower petals. 2. [count] any mixed grouping 
of things: a real potpourri of different conrses to choose 
from. 

pot’ roast’, n. a cut of beef stewed in one piece in a 
covered pot and served in its own gravy: [count]: a fine 
pot roast for dinner. [noncount]: He served pot roast and 
mashed potatoes. 

pot-sherd (pot/shurd’) /'pot,fard/ n. [count] a broken 
piece of pottery, esp. one of value in archaeology. 

pot-shot (pot/shot’) /'‘pot,fot/ n. [count] 1. a shot fired 
without careful aim: firing potshots at passing motorists. 
2. criticism delivered without careful thought. 

potted (pot/id) /‘pntid/ adj. 1. [before a nonn] trans- 
planted into or grown in a pot: an office decorated with 
potted plants. 2. Slang. drunk. 

pot-ter' (pot/ar) /'potoar/ n. [count] one who makes pot- 
tery. 

pot-ter? (pot/or) /'pntor/ v. potter around, [no obj) to 
putter; to perform unimportant tasks. 

pot/ter’s wheel’, n. [count] a device with a spinning, 
level disk upon which clay is shaped by a potter. 

pot-ter-y (pot/a rē) /‘pptoriy/ n., pl. -ter-ies. 1. [non- 
count] pots, bowls, or other utensils made from baked 
clay or ceramic material, esp. earthenware and stone- 
ware. 2. [noncount] the art or business of a potter; ce- 
ramics. 3. [count] a place where earthen vessels are 
made. 

pot-ty (pot/’é) /‘pntiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. a seat of re- 
duced size fitting over a toilet seat, for use by a small 
child. 

pouch (pouch) /pawtf/ n. [count] 1. a bag, sack, or 
small container, esp. one for small articles or quantities: 
a tobacco pouch. 2. a bag for carrying mail: a letter car- 
riers pouch. 3. something shaped like or resembling a 
bag or pocket: pouches under his eyes. 4. a baglike 
structure in or on the body of certain animals, as kanga- 
roos, for carrying the young. 

poultice (pdl/tis) /‘powltis/ n., v., -ticed, -tic-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a soft, moist mass of cloth, bread, etc., applied 
hot to the body to heal an injured area: a poultice of 
herbs on his black eye. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to apply a poul- 
tice to. 

poul-try (pol/tré) /‘powltriy/ n. 1. (plural; used with a 
plural verb] birds raised for their meat and eggs, as 
chickens, turkeys, etc.: The poultry were scattered all 
over the farm. 2. [nonconnt; used with a singular verb] 
the meat of these birds: Poultry is as expensive as beef. 
pounce (pouns) /pawns/ v., pounced, pounc-ing, n. —v. 
1. [no obj) to swoop down, as an animal in seizing its 
prey: The cat pounced that instant and caught the 
mouse. 2. [~ + on/npon + obj) to seize or attack sud- 
denly: The cat pounced on the mouse. We pounced on 
the opportunity. —n. [count] 3. a sudden swoop, as or as 
if on a victim. 

pound! (pound) /pawnd/ v. 1. to strike repeatedly with 
force, as with an instrument, the fist, etc.: [~ + obj]: The 
boxer pounded his opponent to the canvas. [no obj): The 
waves were pounding on the shore. 2. to produce 
(something) by or as if by striking: [~ + obj]: pounded a 
tune on the old piano. [~ + out + obj): She pounded 
ont a tune. 3. [~ + obj] to crush into a powder or paste 
by beating repeatedly: The women in the village were 
pounding cassava. 4. [no obj) to beat heavily or quickly, 
as the heart: His heart was pounding after minning up the 
stairs. 5. pound away, [no obj) to work with force or 
strength: pounding away night after night on his report. 
—n. [count] 6. the act of pounding. —Idiom. 7. pound 
the pavement, /nformial. to walk the streets repeatedly, 
so as to find work: pounding the pavement for months, 
looking for a job. 

pound?’ (pound) /pawnd/ rn., pl. pounds, (when thought 
of as a group) pound. 1. (in English-speaking countries) 
a unit of weight equal to 7000 grains, divided into 16 
ounces (0.4535 kg), used for ordinary commerce. Abbr.: 
lb.: [count]: several pounds of meat. (count; singular; af- 
ter a mumber and before a noun): a twenty-pound fish. 


2. Also called pound sterling. the basic monetary unit of 
the United Kingdom, formerly equal to 20 shillings or 
240 pence: equal to 100 new pence. Abbr.: L; Symbol: £ 
[count]: He paid several million pounds for that mansion. 
{noncount; the + ~): The pound was up today in early 
trading on the London market. (count; singular; after a 
number and before a noun): a counterfeit five-pound 
note. 3. [count] the basic monetary unit of various other 
countries, as Cyprus, Egypt, Ireland, etc. 

pound? (pound) /pawnd/ n. [count] 1. a place kept by 
public authorities for sheltering stray animals. 2. a place 
where illegally parked vehicles are taken and held until a 
fine is paid. 

-pound-, root. -pound- comes from French and ulti- 
mately from Latin, where it has the meaning “put; place.” 
It is related to the root -pon-. This meaning is found in 
such words aS: COMPOUND, EXPOUND, IMPOUND, PROPOUND. 

pound’ cake’, n. a rich cake made with flour, butter, 
sugar, and eggs, originally made in proportions of a 
pound each: [count]: bought a pound cake. [noncount): 
The ice cream will go well with pound cake. 

pour (por, por) /por, powr/ v. 1. to (cause to) flow, as 
from one container to another, or into, over, or on some- 
thing: [~ + obj]: She poured some milk into her coffee. 
[~ + obj + obj): | poured myself another drink. [no 
obj): The wine poured smoothly from the bottle. 2. pour 
out, to produce or speak in or as if in a flood: [~ + ont 
+ Obj): began to pour out her troubles. [~ + obj + 
out]: She began to pour them out. 3. [no obj) to pro- 
ceed in great amount or number: Crowds poured from 
the stadium after the game. 4. [no obj; It + 7 to rain 
heavily: Ht was pouring and the streets were flooded. 
—pour/ing, adj. [before a noun]: He never wears a rain- 
coat, even in the pouring rain. 

pout (pout) /pawt/ v. 1. to push out the lips, esp. to 
show displeasure, unhappiness, or anger: [no obj): She 
pouted when | told her she couldn't have a dog. [~ + 
obj): She pouted her lips. 2. [no obj] to look, be, or act 
annoyed or unhappy: been pouting around all day. 3. 
{used with quotations] to say with a pout: "/ don’t want to 
go to bed,” she pouted. —n. [count] 4. the act of pout- 
ing: She made a little pout when | told her the news. 

pov-erety (pov/ər tē) /'povortiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
state of having little or no money, goods, or means of 
support: the devastating effects of poverty on the human 
Spirit. 2. the state of not having enough of anything that 
is necessary: the poverty of my knowledge of literature. 

pov/erty-strick/’en, adj. extremely poor. 

POW, an abbreviation of: prisoner of war. 

pow-der (pou/der) /‘pawdar/ n. 1. matter pounded into 
a state of tiny, loose particles by crushing, grinding, etc.; 
a preparation in this form, as gunpowder: [noncount): 
some powder for after the bath. [count]: powders and 
other cosmetics. 2. [noncount] loose, usually fresh snow 
that is not grainy, wet, or packed. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
make into powder: powdered milk. 4. to apply powder to 
(the face, skin, etc.) as a cosmetic: She powdered her 
face before going out. 

pow/der keg’, n. [count] 1. a small metal container 
like a barrel, used for holding gunpowder or blasting 
powder. 2. a situation that could become dangerous: 
Crime in the cities is a powder keg. 

pow/der room’, n. LADIES’ ROOM. 

pow:-der-y (pou/də rē) /'pawdariy/ adj. made of or re- 
sembling powder: powdery sand on the beach. 

powser (pou/sr) /'pawor/ n. 1. ability to do or act; capa- 
bility of doing something: [noncount]: He no longer had 
the power to speak after his stroke. [count]: at the height 
of his powers as a pitcher. 2. (noncount) political or na- 
tional strength: the balance of power in Europe. 3. [non- 
count] great or marked ability to do or act: the power of 
nature. 4. [noncount] the act of having control over 
others: holding power over people's minds. 5. [non- 
count] political control in the government of a country, 
state, etc.: He was in power during the worst recession in 
history. 6. authority granted to a person or persons in a 
particular capacity: [count]: the powers of the president 
to command the military. [noncount]: It’s not in my 
power to help you. 7. [count] a person or thing that has 
authority: Can you convince the powers upstairs that your 
plan will sncceed? See powers that be below. 8. [count] 
a state or nation having authority or influence: The great 
powers met to decide the fate of the small country. 9. 
[noncount] Physics. work done or energy transferred. 10. 
[noncount] mechanical or electrical energy as distin- 
guished from hand labor: hydroelectric power. 11. 
[count] Math. a. the number one obtains by multiplying a 


577 


quantity by itself one or more times: The third power of 2 
is 8. b. the exponent of an expression, as 3 in x’ 12. 
[noncount) a measure of how much a microscope or pair 
of binoculars magnifies an image. —v. [~ + obj] 13. (of 
a fuel, engine, etc.) to supply force to operate (a ma- 
chine): Electricity powers the commuter trains. —adj. 
[before a noun) 14. driven by a motor or electricity: a 
power mower, power tools. 15. conducting electricity: a 
power cable. 16. Informal. expressing power; involving, 
or being like, those having influence: The executives net 
for a power breakfast. —Idiom. 17. the powers that 
be, [phiral] those in highest command; the authorities: 
Can you persuade the powers that be that your plan wilt 
work? 

pow-er-bro-ker or pow-er bro-ker (pou/ar brd/kar) 
/‘paw,or browkor/ n. [count] one who uses power and in- 
fluence, esp. a politician who controls votes: met with the 
mayor, the leading powerbroker in the city. 

pow-er-ful (pou/ar fal) /‘paworfol/ adj. of or relating to 
power: one of the most powerful earthquakes ever re- 
corded; a powerful political leader; a powerful grip; a 
powerful drug that made him lose his memory; a power- 
ful speech. —pow/er-ful-ly, adv. 

pow-er-house (pou/ar hous’) /'pawor,haws/ n. [count], 
pl. -hous-es. 1. a place where electricity is generated 
and sent to homes, etc. 2. a person or group with great 
ability to succeed: Last year's team was a powerhouse of 
talent. 

pow-er-less (pou/ar lis) /‘paworlis/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + 
fo + verb] unable to produce an effect: / was powerless 
to stop the crash. 2. lacking power to act; helpless: pow- 
erless, weak creatures. —pow/er-less-ly, adv. 

pow/er of attor/ney, n. (count; noncount) written le- 
gal authorization for another person to act in one’s place. 

pow-wow (pou/wou’) /‘paw,waw/ n. [count] 1. (among 
North American Indians) a ceremony performed to effect 
the cure of disease, etc. 2. a council or conference of, or 
with, Indians. 3. (among North American Indians) a priest 
or shaman. 4. any conference or meeting: a powwow 
with the vice president. —v. [no obj] 5. to hold a pow- 
wow. 6. /nformal. to meet: They're probably powwowing 
right now. 

POX (poks) /pnks/ n. 1. [noncount] a disease character- 
ized by marks or pocks on the skin, as chickenpox. 2. 
(noncount) syphilis. 3. [count; singular; a + ~) a curse: 
A pox on you and your bright ideas! 

PP., an abbreviation of: 1. pages. 2. past participle. 

P.P., an abbreviation of: 1. parcel post. 2. postpaid. 3. 
prepaid. 

P.P., an abbreviation of: 1. parcel post. 2. past participle. 
3. postpaid. 

ppr. or p.pr., an abbreviation of: present participle. 

PR, an abbreviation of: public relations. 

praceti-ca-ble (prak/ti ka bal) /'præktıkəbəl/ adj. 1. ca- 
pable of being done or put into practice; feasible: Our 
economic plan is not practicable at the moment. 2. ca- 
pable of being used. —prac-ti-ca-bil-i-ty (prak/ti ka bil- 
i tē) /prektiko'brlitiy/ n. [noncount] —prac/ti-cably, 
adv. 

prac-ti-cal (prak/ti kal) /‘praktikal/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to practice or action: practical, not theoretical, mathe- 
matics. 2. made or suited for use; useful: A station 
wagon is a practical car for a family. 3. (of a person) 
thinking of the results, usefulness, etc., of some action or 
procedure; sensible: Shes much too practical to marry 
someone who has no fitre. 

prac-ti-cal-i-ty (prakti kal/i tē) /,prackti'kwlitiy/ n. the 
part of something that deals with or concerns practical 
events as opposed to theory: [noncount): a sense of 
practicality in dealing with problems. (count): You can't 
ignore the practicalities. 

prac/tical joke’, n. (count) a playful trick in which the 
victim is placed in an embarrassing position: On Aprif 
Fool's Day the students played practical jokes on their 
teachers. —prac/tical jok/er, n. [count] 

praceti-cal-ly (prak/tik lé) /‘prekttkliy/ adv. 1. in a 
practical manner: fo think practically. 2. from a practical 
point of view. 3. almost; nearly; virtually: practically cer- 
tain that hett run for office. 

prac/tical nurse’, n. [count] a person with less train- 
ing than a registered nurse. 

prac-tice (prak/tis) /'præktis/ n, v., -ticed, -tic-ing. 
=. 1. [noncount) a way of doing something that is nor- 
mal or customary: Office practice. 2. [count] a habit; cus- 
tom: to make a practice of borrowing money. 3. [non- 
count] the act of doing something systematically, as an 
exercise, for the purpose of learning it well: Throwing a 
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good curve ball takes practice. 4. [noncount) a condition 
arrived at by experience or exercise: [mu out of practice 
because I haven't played tennis in years. 5. (noncoitt) 
the action or process of carrying something out: to put a 
scheme into practice. 6. [count] the business of a profes- 
sion, esp. law or medicine: a law practice. —v. 7. [~ + 
obj] to perform or do (something) as a habit or usually: 
to practice a regimen of exercise. 8. to follow or observe 
as a habit or by custom: [~ + obj]: to practice one’s reli- 
gion. [no obj): He's a Catholic but he’s no longer practic- 
ing. 9. to do as a profession, art, or occupation: [~ + 
obj): He practices law. [no obj): He's no longer practicing 
as an attorney. 10. to perform on or do repeatedly in or- 
der to gain skill or ability: [~ + obj]: practiced the trum- 
pet every day. [no obj): practices on the trombone every 
day. Also, Brit., practise (for defs. 7-10). —-Syn. See 
CUSTOM. 

prac-ticed (prak/tist) /'præktist/ adj. skilled or expert 
because of practice: a practiced English accent. 

prac-ticcum (prak/ti kam) /'prektikom/ n. [count] a 
course of study in which the student works or undergoes 
practical experience in a field. 

Praceti-tion-er (prak tish’a nar) /prek'tifonor/ n. 
[count] 1. a person working in the practice of a profes- 
sion Or occupation: a medical practitioner. 2. one who 
practices or works at something mentioned: They were 
practitioners of the great art of lying. 

prag-mat-ic (prag mat/ik) /preg'metik/ adj. concerned 
with practical considerations of one’s actions, and less 
concerned with principles; having a practical point of 
view: made a purely pragmatic decision to go along with 


the boss. Also, prag-mat/i-cal. —prag-mat/i-cal-ly, 
adv. 
prag-ma-tism (prag’/ma tiz’am) /'præegmə,tizəm/ n. 


[noncount]) 1. character or conduct that emphasizes 
practical results rather than principle: made her decision 
based inore on pragmatism than on any desire to serve 
the people. 2. a philosophical movement or system em- 
phasizing practical consequences as the criterion in de- 
termining truth, meaning, or value. —prag/martist, n. 
(count), adj. 

Prairie (prar’é) /'preariy/ n. [count] a large, wide, level 
or slightly hilly area of land, mostly without trees, origi- 
nally covered with grasses. 

prai/rie schoon/er, n. [count] a covered wagon used 
by pioneers in crossing the prairies and plains of North 
America. 

praise (praz) /preyz/ n.„ v., praised, praising. —n. 
[noncount) 1. the act of expressing approval or admira- 
tion: Children need praise. 2. the offering of worship, as 
to God. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to express admiration of; com- 
mend: praised her for hier good work. 4. to offer worship 
to (a deity), as in words or song: Let us join together and 
praise God. —-Idiom. 5. sing one’s or someone's 
praises, to praise (too) highly: You're always singing your 
own praises, birt other people work here, too. 

praise-wor-thy (praz/wir/thé) /'preyz,wardiy/ adj. de- 
serving of praise: a praiseworthy motive. —praise-wor- 
thi-ly (praz’wur’tha lē) /'preyz,wardoaliy/ adv. —praise’- 
wor’thi-ness, n. [noncount] 

prasline (pra/lén, pra/-) /'preyliyn, ‘pra-/ n. a kind of 
candy made of nuts, esp. almonds or pecans, and sugar 
cooked until it is like hard caramel: [noncount): a piece 
of praline. (count): buying some pralines at the store. 

prance (prans) /præns/ v., pranced, pranc-ing, n. —v. 
1. [no obj] to walk in a proud manner and try to get at- 
tention, as by moving with exaggerated steps: She 
pranced into the room with her high heels clicking. 2. to 
(cause a horse to) spring from the hind legs, or move by 
springing: [no obj]: The horse was prancing around the 
corral. [~ + obj]: The rider pranced the horse around 
the corral —n. [count] 3. the act of prancing. 
—pranc/er, n. [count] —pranc/ing-ly, adv. 

prank (prangk) /prænk/ n. [count] an amusing or playful 
trick: a silly schoolboy prank. —prank/ster, ri. (coritg) 

prate (prāt) /preyt/ v., prateed, prat-ing. to talk too 
much; babble: [no obj]: She prated on about her family 
and he slowly began to doze off. [~ + that clause): He 
prated that she would never succeed. —prat/er, n. 
[count] 

prat-fall (prat/fol’) /'præt,fol/ n. [count] 1. a fall on the 
buttocks, esp. when thought of as comical or causing 
embarrassment. 2. an embarrassing mistake or defeat. 

prattle (prat/l) /'prætl/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to talk 
in a simple-minded way; chatter; prate: [no obj]: prattling 
on about their jobs and their bosses. [~ + that clause): 
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They prattled that it would be great fun to see such a 
star. —n. (noncount] 2. chatter; babble. 

prawn (pron) /pron/ n. (count) 1. a small shrimplike edi- 
ble sea animal. —v. [no obj) 2. to catch prawns, as for 
food. 

pray (pra) /prey/ v. to offer praise or thanks to or to pe- 
tition (God or an object of worship): [no obj]: She knelt 
down and began to pray. (~ + to + obj): She prays to 
God every night. (~ + for + obj): to pray for rain. (~ + 
(that) clause]. She prayed that he would not be killed in 
the war. 

prayer (prar) /preor/ n. 1. (count) a devout request to a 
deity: Her prayer was that he woutd return home safely. 
2. [count] an established formula used in praying: the 
Lord’s Prayer. 3. (noncount) the act or practice of pray- 
ing: He believed in the power of prayer. 4. prayers, 
[pluran a religious practice consisting mainly of prayer: 
Did you say your prayers? 5. (count) something prayed 
for: Her only prayer is that she never turn old. 6. [count; 
used with negative words or phrases, or in questions] a 
very small hope or chance: We don't have a prayer of 
winning. 

pray/ing man/tis, n. MANTIS. 

pre-, prefix. 1. pre- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “before, in front of,” “prior to, in advance of,” 
“being more than, surpassing’: pre- + -dict ~ predict 
(= say in advance of something); pre- + eminent ~ pre- 
eminent (= surpassing or being inore than eminent); 
pre- + face ~ preface (= something written in front ofa 
book, etc.) 2. pre- is also attached to verbs to form new 
verbs that refer to an activity taking place before or in- 
stead of the usual occurrence of the same activity: pre- 
+ board ~ preboard (= to board an airplane before the 
other passengers); pre- + cook ~ precook (= cook be- 
fore regular cooking). 3. pre- is also used in forming ad- 
jectives that refer to a period of time before the event, 
period, person, etc., mentioned in the root: pre- + 
schoot ~ preschool (= before the age of starting 
school); pre- + war ~ prewar (= before the war started). 
preach (préch) /priytf/ v. 1. to deliver or give (a talk 
about religion): (no obj): The new minister is preaching 
at that church next week. [~ + obj]: Jesus preached re- 
demption. (~ + that clause]: preached that we should 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 2. [~ + obj] to 
call for (moral conduct, etc.) as being right: preaching 
peace while preparing for war. 3. [no obj) to give advice, 
esp. in an annoying manner: always preaching at her to 
clean up her room. —preach/ment, n. [noncount) 
—preach/y, adj., -iver, -i-est: That teacher gets too 
preachy sornetimes. 

preach-er (pré/char) /'priytfor/ n. [count] 1. one who 
preaches or gives a sermon. 2. a member of the Clergy, 
as a priest. 

pre-am-ble (pré/am/bal, prē am/-)  /'priy,embol, 
priy'em-/ n. 1. an introductory statement; preface: 
[count]: a short preamble before the main part of his 
speech. (noncount): Without preamble, he launched into 
a vicious attack on her character. 2. [count] the introduc- 
tory part of a law, constitution, etc., declaring its inten- 
tion: The preamble to the Constitution begins with the 
words “We the people.” 

pre-ar-range (pré/a ranj’) /,priyo'reynd3/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ranged, -rang-ing. to arrange in advance: At a prear- 
ranged signal the chorus rose and began to sing. —pre/- 
ar-range/ment, n. [noncount]: By prearrangement the 
president spoke first. 

pre-can-cer-ous (pré kan/sar as) /priy'kænsərəs/ adj. 
showing changes that may be the first stages before a tu- 
mor develops: cells with precancerous growths. 
pre-car-i-ous (pri kar/é as) /pri'keoriyas/ adj. 1. de- 
pendent on circumstances that are beyond one’s control; 
uncertain: a precarious livelihood. 2. dangerous because 
insecure or unsteady: a precarious hold on the rope. 
—pre-car/i-ous-ly, adv.: hung precariously from the top 
of the cable car. 

pre-caustion (pri kô/shən) /pri'kofan/ n. [count] an ac- 
tion taken in advance to avoid harm: took precautions to 
prevent anyone froin reading her computer files. See 
-CAUT-. 

pre-cau-tionearsy (pré kôshə ner’é) /priy'kofa,neriy/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to precautions. 2. calling for cau- 
tion: precautionary warnings. See -CAuT-. 

pre-cede (pri séd’) /pri'siyd/ v. [~ + obj], -ced-ed, 
-ced-ing. to go before, as in place, position, or rank: He 
preceded me into the room. See -cCEDE-. 

prec-e-dence (pres/i dans, pri sēd/ns) /'presidans, 
pri'siydns/ n. [noncount) 1. the act or fact of preceding. 


578 


2. the right to be dealt with or placed before others be- 
cause of order, rank, or importance: This problem takes 
precedence over all the others. See -CEDE-. 

prec-e-dent (n. pres/i dant; adj. pri séd/nt, pres/i dant) 
/ n. ‘presidont; adj. pri'siydnt, 'presidont/ n. 1. (count) 
an instance that may serve as an example for allowing 
later, similar situations. 2. [count] a legal decision serv- 
ing as a rule or pattern governing similar cases that fol- 
low: The lawyer found a precedent from a court case in 
the 19th century. 3. [noncount] established practice; cus- 
tom: to break with precedent. —adj. 4. preceding; com- 
ing before. See -CEDE-. 

pre-ced-ing (pri sé/ding) /pri'siydin/ adj. (before a 
noun] that precedes; coming before; previous: /n the 
preceding class we discussed verb tense. See -CEDE-. 

pre-cept (pré/sept) /'priysept/ n. [count] a direction 
given as a rule of behavior, esp. moral behavior. See 
-CEP-. 

pre-cep-tor (pri sep/ter, pré/sep-) /pri'septor, 'priysep-/ 
n. [count] 1. an instructor; teacher; tutor. 2. the head of 
a school. 

-preci-, root. -preci- comes from French and Latin, 
where it has the meaning “value; worth; price.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: APPRECIATE, DEPRECI- 
ATE, PRECIOUS, PRICE, SEMIPRECIOUS. 

pre-cinct (pré/singkt) /'priysinkt/ n. (count) 1. a district, 
as of a city, marked out for election purposes or for po- 
lice protection. 2. Also called pre’cinct house’. the po- 
lice station in such a district: The police returned to the 
precinct. 3. precincts, [plural] the regions surrounding a 
place; surroundings; environs. 

pre-cious (presh’as) /'prefos/ adj. 1. of high price or 
great value: precious metats. 2. considered of value for 
some quality that is not material: precious memories. 3. 
dear; beloved: a precious friend. 4. designating a stone, 
esp. a diamond, etc., valued as rare and beautiful and 
used in jewelry: precious stones. 5. acting too refined; 
affected: The child actress was just a little too precious. 
—n. [count; usually singular] 6. a dearly beloved person; 
darling: Here, my precious, come and eat. —adv. 7. ex- 


tremely; very: We have precious little time. —pre/- 
cious-ly, adv. —pre/cious:ness, n. [noncount] See 
-PRECI-. 


prec-i-pice (pres/’a pis) /‘presopis/ n. [count] a cliff with 
a steep or overhanging face. 

pre-cip-i-tant (pri sip’i tnt) /pri'sipitnt/ adj. 1. hasty or 
sudden; precipitate. —n. [count] 2. Chemistry. some- 
thing that causes precipitation. 

pre-cip-i-tate (v. pri sip/i tal’; adj., n. -tit, -tat’) / v. 
pri'sipiteyt; adj, n. -tit, -,teyt/ v, -tateed, -tat-ing, 
adj., n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to speed up (an event); to bring 
about too soon: to precipitate a crisis. 2. [~ + obj] to 
join in suddenly: to precipitate oneself into a struggle. 3. 
[~ + obj] to separate (a substance) in solid form from a 
solution. 4. [no obj] to fall to the earth’s surface as a 
form of water; to rain, snow, etc. —adj. 5. done or made 
without enough thought or planning ahead of time; too 
sudden: a precipitate marriage. 6. proceeding with great 
haste: a precipitate retreat. —n. (noncount) 7. a sub- 
stance precipitated from a solution. 8. moisture in the 
form of rain, snow, etc. —pre-cip/i-tate-ly, adv. 

pre-cip-i-ta-tion (pri sip’i tā/shən) /pri,sipi'teyfon/ n. 
[noncount] 1. a. falling water that has been condensed 
in the atmosphere, as rain, snow, or hail: a Stim) chance 
of precipitation. b. the amount of rain, snow, etc., that 
has fallen at a given place within a given period of time: 
Precipitation totaled only 1 inch per year in that desert. 
2. the act of precipitating; the state of being precipitated, 
as of a substance from a solution. 

pre-cip-i-tous (pri sip/i tas) /pri'sipitos/ adj. 1. like a 
precipice; very steep: a precipitous walt of rock; precipi- 
tous mountain trails. 2. happening quickly or suddenly; 
precipitate. 

pré-cis (pra sé’, pra’sé) /prey'siy, 'preysiy/ n., ph -cis 
(-sēz/, -séz) /-'siyz, -siyz/ v., -cised, -ciseing. —n. 
[count] 1. a short summary —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make a 
précis of. See -cise-. 

pre-cise (pri sis’) /pri'says/ adj. 1. definitely stated, de- 
fined, or fixed: clear, precise directions. 2. [before a 
noun] being that one and no other: bought the precise 
dress | wanted. 3. exact in expressing oneself: He's very 
precise, so if he said “today,” then he means “today.” 4. 
carefully distinct: careful, alinost too-precise pronuncia- 
tion. 5. exact in measuring, recording, etc.: a precise in- 
strument, —pre-cise/ness, n. [Noncount] See -cisE-. 

pre-cise-ly (pri sis/l@) /pri'saysliy/ adv. 1. exactly; done 
in an accurate manner: Measure as precisely as possible. 
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2. (used to express exact or intensified agreement or 
confirmation): That's precisely why | want to see you. See 
-CISE-. 

pre-ciesion (pri sizh’%an) /pri'sizan/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
State or quality of being precise: His writing is a model of 
clarity and precision. 2. mechanical or scientific exact- 
ness: That lens was ground with great precision. —adj. 3. 
of or relating to great precision: precision instruments. 
See -CcISE-. 

pre-clude (pri kldod’) /pri'kluwd/ v. [~ + obj), -clud-ed, 
-clud-ing. to prevent the presence of; exclude the possi- 
bility of: evidence that precluded a conviction. —pre-clu- 
sion (pri kloo’zhan) /pri'kluw3an/ n. (noncount) 

pre-co-cious (pri kō/shəs) /pri'kowfos/ adj. unusually 
advanced or mature: a precocious child. —pre-co/cious: 


ness, n. [noncount) —pre-coci-ty (pri kos/i tē) 
/pri‘kositiy/ n. (noncount) 
pre-cogsni-tion (pré/kog nish’en) /,priykog'nifan/_ n. 


(noncount) Knowledge of a future event or situation, esp. 
through extrasensory means: a prediction made through 
precognition. See -Gnos-. 

pre-Co-lum:-bi-ean (prē/kə lum/bē ən) /pri- 
ykə'lambiyən/ adj. of or relating to the Americas before 
Columbus. 

pre-con-ceived (pré/kan sévd/) /,priykan'siyvd/ adj. (of 
an opinion) formed beforehand, esp. from bias: to corn- 
bat preconceived notions. See -CEIvE-. 

pre-con-cep:tion (pré/kan sep/shen) /,priykon'sepfan/ 
n. [count] an opinion based on bias, with no allowance 
made for knowledge or evidence: foolish preconceptions 
about the dangers of catching AIDS by shaking hands. 
See -CEP-. 

pre-con-di-tion (pré/kan dish’an) /,priykon'difan/_n. 
[count] 1. something necessary for a result; a condition: 
Increased sales were a precondition for her promotion. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to put a special preparation on (a sur- 
face) before a subsequent process, etc.: to precondition a 
surface to receive paint. 

pre-cur-sor (pri kûr/sər, pré/kur-) /pri'karsor, 'priyk3r-/ 
n. [count] 1. a person or thing that comes before an- 
other, as in a method; predecessor: ny precursor in that 
job. 2. a person, animal, or thing regarded as a sign or 
signal of something to come: The first robin is a precur- 
sor of spring. 3. a substance that is transformed into an- 
other. —pre-cur-so-ry (pri kûr/sə rē) /pri'karsariy/ adj. 
See -cur-. 

pre-date (pré/dat’) /'priy'deyt/ v. [~ + obj], -dat-ed, 
-dat-ing. 1. to put a date on (something) earlier than the 
actual date: to predate a check. 2. to precede (some- 
thing else) in time: Spoken language predated written 
language. 

pred-a-tor (pred/a tar, -tôr/) /'predətər, -,tor/ n. [count] 
1. any organism that exists by preying on another: The 
hawk is a predator. 2. one who acts like such an organ- 
ism, as by robbing or killing other peopie for gain. 

pred-a-torry (pred/a tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /'predə,təriy, 
-towriy/ adj. of or relating to predators: Predatory gangs 
roamed the streets. 

pre-de-cease (pré/di sés’) /,priydi'siys/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ceased, -ceas-ing. to die before (another person). 

pred-e-ces-sor (pred’a ses/ar) /'preda,sesar/ n. [count] 
1. one who comes before another in an office, etc.: My 
predecessor was coring to me to ask for a jobi 2. 
something replaced by something else: This car's prede- 
cessor lacks many of the features of the new version. See 
-CEDE-. 

pre-des-ti-na-tion (pri des’ta na/shan, prē/des-) 
/pri,desto'neyfon, ,priydes-/ n. [noncount] the belief that 
God has already decided whatever comes to pass, esp. 
salvation or damnation, and that humans can do nothing 
to change these results. 

pre-des-tine (pri des/tin) /pri'destin’ v. [~ + obj], 
-tined, -tin-ing. to foreordain; predetermine: According 
to sore religions, God, or fate, has predestined every- 
thing you'll do today. 

pre-de-tersmine (pré/di tûr/min) /,priydi'tarmin/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -mined, -min-ing. 1. to settle in advance: The 
result was predetermined even before we miet. 2. to or- 
dain in advance; predestine. —pre-de-ter-mi-na-tion 
(pré/di tur/ma na/shan) /,priydi,tsrmo'neyfan/ n. (non- 
count) See -TERM-. 

pre-de-ter-min-er (prē/di tůr/mə nər) ~—s/,priy- 
di'tsrmonor/ n. [count] a word in English that may be 
placed before an article or before another determiner: 
The word all in the phrase all the children is a predeter- 
miner. Predeterminers are often words that express how 
much or how many. 


precision to preempt 


pre-dic-aement (pri dik’a meant) /pri'dikəmaənt/ n. 
[count] an unpleasantly difficult situation: He found hini- 
self in one predicarnent after another. 

pred-i-cate (v. pred/i kat’; adj., n. -kit) / v. 'predi,keyt; 
adj., n. -kit/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing, adj., n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to declare; affirm; assert; say something. 2. to imply: 
Their apology predicates a new attitude. 3. [~ + obj + 
on + obj] to base (behavior, etc.) on some stated belief, 
etc.: decisions predicated on statistics. —adj. 4. belong- 
ing to or used in the predicate of a sentence. —n. 
(count) 5. a unit of a sentence that is one of the two 
main parts of it (the other being the subject), and that 
consists of a verb and any words belonging with the verb, 
as objects, complements, or adverbs: The predicate of 
the sentence The package is here is the phrase is here. 
The predicate often expresses the action performed by, 
or condition attributed to, the subject. —pred-i-ca-tion 
(pred’i ka’shan) /,predi'keyfan/ n. [nonconunt) —predei- 
Ca-tive (pred/i ka/tiv, -ka-) /‘predi,keytiv, -kə-/ adj. 

pred/i-cate ad/jective (pred/i kit) /'predikit/ m. 
[count] an adjective that comes after a verb, esp. after 
the verb be: In “He is ill,” ‘ill’ is a predicate adjective. 
~——Usage. The symbol used in this book for a predicate 
adjective or phrase is “[be + ~]", suggesting that in 
most Cases a predicate adjective will follow the verb BE or 
some similar verb like APPEAR or BECOME: He is ill. He ap- 
pears ill. He became ill. 

preedict (pri dikt’) /pri'dikt/ v. to declare in advance: 
foretell: [~ + obj]: He predicted the defeat months be- 
fore the election. [~ + (that) Clause): She predicted that 
you would be elected. —pre-dic/tor, n. [count]: That 
State is a good predictor of what will happen in the rest 
of the country. See -DICT-. 

pre-dict-arble (pri diktə bal) /pri'diktabal/ adj. that can 
be predicted: Her behavior is fairly predictable. —pre- 
dict/ab-ly, adv.: His theory implies that large groups of 
people will behave predictably. See -oict-. 

pre-dic-tion (pri dik’shan) /pri'dikfan/ n. 1. [count] an 
example of predicting: His prediction was that the elec- 
tion would be a landslide. 2. [noncount] an act of pre- 
dicting: He wasn't going to depend on the art of predic- 
tion; he would wait for real results. See -o1cT-. 

pre-di-gest (pré/di jest’, -di-) /,priydi'dzest, -day-/ v. [~ 
+ obj] 1. to treat (food) by a process similar to digestion 
so that it is more easily digestible. 2. to make simpler, 
as for easier understanding: material that has been pre- 
digested for less advanced students. See -GEST-. 

pre-di-lec-tion (pred/l ek/shan, préd/-) /,predi'ekfon, 
ipriyd-/ n. [count] a tendency to think favorably of some- 
thing in particular; preference; liking: a predilection for 
fast Cars. See -LEG-. 

pre-dis-pose (pré/di sp6z/) /,priydi'spowz/ v., -posed, 
-pos-ing. 1. [~ + obj + to + obj] to make susceptible 
to (something, as a disease, etc.): genetic factors predis- 
posing me to diabetes. 2. to influence (someone) in fa- 
vor of (something or someone else): [~ + obj + to + 
obj): His happy, caring upbringing predisposed him to a 
similar attitude of caring for others. (~ + obj + to + 
verb]: The unkindness shown him as a child predisposed 
Inn to act cruelly toward others. See -pos-. 

pre-dis-po-sietion (pré  dis’/pa zish/ən, prē/dis-) 
/priy,dispa‘zifan, ,priydis-/ n. [count] 1. a tendency to 
behave in a certain way, esp. to favor something: a pre- 
disposition to think that way. 2. a tendency of the body 
to be likely to suffer from a disease: a genetically inher- 
ited predisposition for color blindness. See -pos-. 

pre-dom-i-nant (pri dona nant) /pri'dpmanont/ adj. 1. 
having authority or influence over others; preeminent: 
the predominant ethnic group in that country. 2. greater 
in number or amount: the predominant color of a paint- 
ing. —pre-dom/i-nance, n. [noncount] —pre-dom/i- 
nant-ly, adv.: Their stident population is predominantly 
white and middle-class. 

pre-dom-ienate (pri dom/ə nat’) /pri'doma,neyt/ v. [no 
obj], -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 1. to be the stronger or leading 
element or force: Blues and greens predo:ninated in the 
painting. 2. to have or exert controlling power: Good 
sense predorninated over ariger. 

pre-em-ienent or pre-em-ienent (pr ena _ nant) 
/priy'emanant/ adj. above or before others in some qual- 


ity; superior; outstanding: the preeminent  pliysicisi. 
—pre-em/i-nence, n. [noncount] —pre-em/i-nent-ly, 
adv. 


preempt or pre-empt (pré empt/) /priy'empt/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to acquire (something) before someone else; take 
for oneself. 2. to take the place of by being more impor- 
tant, or because of rescheduting, etc.; supplant: A special 
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news report on the earthquake preempted the game 
show. 3. to prevent (something anticipated) by acting 
first; head off: The rival company preempted our takeo- 
ver bid by selling its stock. —pre-emp/tion, n. [non- 
count) 

pre-emp:tive (pré emp/tiv) /priy’emptiv/ adj. [often: 
before a noun] of or relating to preempting: a preemp- 
tive strike against the enemy. 

preen (prén) /priyn/ v. 1. [~ + obj] (of a bird) to clean 
or dress (its feathers, etc.) with the beak or tongue. 2. to 
dress (oneself) carefully or smartly; primp: [no obj): 
stood preening in front of the mirror. [~ + oneself]: 
preening himself in front of the mirror. 3. to be proud 
and show one’s appreciation of oneself because of per- 
sonal quality, etc.: [no obj]: He stood there preening as 
the teacher congratulated him. [~ + oneself: preening 
herself on her accomplishments. 

pref., an abbreviation of: 1. preface. 2. preferred. 3. 
prefix. 

pre-fab (adj., n. pré/fab/; v. pré fab’) / adj., n. 'priy fab; 
v. priy'fxb/ adj, n, v, -fabbed, -fab-bing. /nformal. 
—adj. [before a noun] 1. prefabricated. —n. [count] 2. 
something prefabricated, as a building. —v. [~ + obj] 3. 
to prefabricate. 

pre-faberi-cate (prē fab/ri kat’) /priy'fæbri,keyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj}, -cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to build, put together, or 
construct beforehand. 2. to manufacture (something) in 
standardized sections ready for quick assembly, as build- 
ings: a prefabricated hut. —pre-fab-ri-ca-tion (pre/fab- 
ri ka’shan) /,priyfebr'keyfan/ nm. [poncount) 

pref-ace (preffis) /'prefis/ n, v, -aced, -ac-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a statement in the front of a book by the au- 
thor or editor, setting forth the book’s purpose, etc.: The 
preface occupied a mere one page. 2. an introductory 
part, as of a speech. —v. [~ + Obj] 3. to provide with a 
preface: He prefaced his speech with remarks about his 
opponent. —pref-a-torry (preffa tor/é, -tōr/ē) /'pre- 
fo,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. 

pre-fect (pré/fekt) /'‘priyfekt/ n. [count] a person in an 
important position of authority, as a chief administrative 
official of a department of France. 

pre-fer (pri far’) /pri'far/ v. [not: be + ~-ing], -ferred, 
-ferering. 1. to set or hold before or above other per- 
sons or things: [~ + obj]: She prefers cheese, if you 
have some. [~ + verb-ing]: She prefers running to walk- 
ing. [~ + obj + to + obj): t prefer school to work. [~ + 
to + verb]: She prefers to take a nap after a big meal. [~ 
+ that clause): He preferred that we meet him outside 
his apartment. (no obj): FII come with you or, if you pre- 
fer, I'll wait outside. —Idiom. 2. prefer charges, to 
make or place an accusation of wrongdoing, a crime, 
etc., against another. See -FER-. 

pref-er-a-ble (pref/ar ə bal, pref’ra- or, often, pri fur/-) 
/‘preforabal, 'prefra- or, often, pri'fsr-/ adj. more desira- 
ble; worthy to be preferred: Driving there is preferable to 
walking. —pref/er-a-bly, adv.: Theyre looking for a 
new Car, preferably one that is not very expensive. 
pref-er-ence (pref’ar ons, pref/rans) /‘preforons, 'prefr- 
ans/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of preferring; the state of 
being preferred: showing preference in hiring practices. 
2. [count] something preferred: My preference would be 
for a vegetarian meal. 3. [nonconnt] the favoring of one 
country over others in international trade. See -FER-. 
pref-er-en-tial (prefa ren/shəl) /,prefa'renfol/ adj. 
showing or reflecting a preference: She received prefer- 
ential treatment from the senator because she was one 
of his biggest contributors. —pref/er-en/tial-ly, adv.: He 
was always treated preferentially in school. See -FER-. 
pre-fer-ment (pri far/mant) /pri'fsrmont/ n. [noncount] 
1. the act of preferring; the state of being preferred. 2. 
advancement or promotion in a job. See -FER-. 
pre-fig-ure (prë fig’yar) /priy'figyor/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ured, -ur-ing. to show or represent (something) before- 
hand by something similar: The duel between the evil 
emperor and his trusted knight in the movie prefigures 
the battle between the hero and villain at the end. 
pre-fix (n. pré/fiks; v. also pré fiks’) /n. 'priyfiks; v. also 
priy'fiks/ n. (count) 1. an affix placed before a base or 
another prefix, as nmn- in wnkind, and nn- and re- in unre- 
warding. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to fix or put before or in front. 
3. to add as a prefix. See -Fix-. 

preg-nan-cy (preg/nan sé) /'pregnonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 
the state of being pregnant: [moncount): She gained 
weight during pregnancy. [count]: a long pregnancy. 
pree-nant (preg/nant) /‘pregnont/ adj. 1. in the process 
of having a child or offspring developing in the body, as a 
woman or female mammal: pregnant with her fourth 


580 


child. 2. [before a noun] full of meaning; highly signifi- 
cant: a pregnant pause. 

-prehend-, root. -prehend- comes from Latin, where it 
has the meaning “seize; grasp hold of; hold on to.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: APPREHEND, COMPRE- 
HEND, MISAPPREHEND, PREHENSILE. S€€ -PRIS-. 

pre-hens-sile (pri hen/sil, -sil) /pri'hensil, -sayl/ adj. 
made for seizing or grasping: a monkey's prehensile tail. 
See -PREHEND-. 

prechis-tor-ic (pré/hi stôr/ik, -stor’-, pré/i-) /,priy- 
hi'stortk, -'stor-, ,priyi-/ also pre/’his-tor/i-cal, adj. of 
or relating to the time before history: prehistoric cave 
paintings. 

pre-judge (pré juj’) /priy'd3ad3/ v. [~ + obj], -judged, 
-judg-ing. to pass judgment on (someone or something) 
before knowing all the facts: He may have prejudged the 
case when he saw them together and assumed a con- 
spiracy. —pre-judg/ment, n. [noncount): a history of 
prejudgment. (count): unfounded prejudgments. See 
-JUD-. 

prej-uedice (prej’a dis) /‘pred3adis/ n., v., -diced, -dic- 
ing. —n. 1. an act or instance of prejudging, esp. against 
a racial, religious, or national group: [nonconnt]: showing 
his prejudice against women drivers; prejudice against 
foreigners. [count]: prejudices against black people. 2. 
[noncount] such feelings thought of as a group: the fight 
against prejudice. 3. any opinion or feeling held before 
careful thought: [noncount): prejudice in favor of hiring 
women. [count]: his prejudices against Oriental food. 4. 
[noncount] damage or injury; harm or detriment: a law 
that operated to the prejudice of the majority. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to affect (someone) with a prejudice: Those acts 
of violence against his friends prejudiced him against an- 
yone who was white. The judge warned against any more 
remarks aimed at prejudicing the jury. —Idiom. 6. 
without prejudice, without giving up or losing any rights 
or privileges of the party concerned. See -suo-. ——Syn. 
See BIAS. 

prej-uedi-cial (prej’a dish’al) /,pred3za'difal/ adj. causing 
prejudice: prejudicial remarks. See -JuD-. 

pre-kin-der-gar-ten (pre kin/dər gar’tn) 
/priy'kindor,gzrtn/ n. 1. a school for children not yet old 
enough for kindergarten: [cont]: several prekindergar- 
tens in the neighborhood. (noncount): She started pre- 
kindergarten last week. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or 
relating to a school for children not yet old enough for 
kindergarten: prekindergarten schools. 3. of or relating 
to children not yet old enough for kindergarten: At pre- 
kindergarten ages, how much learning will really go on? 

prelate (prelit) /'prelit/ n. [count] a high-ranking 
member of the clergy, a bishop. See -tat-'. 

pre-limeienarsy (pri lim/ə ner/ē) /pri'limo,neriy/ adj., n., 
pl. -nar-ies. —adj. 1. going before and leading up to the 
main part: preparatory: The preliminary details had been 
worked out. —n. [count] 2. something that goes before 
and serves to lead up to something else, as an introduc- 
tory step or stage in some development: Once the social 
preliminaries were over, the two sides got down to sen- 
ous discussion. 3. a sports or athletic contest that takes 
place before the main event on the program. See -LIM-. 

pre-lit-er-ate (pré lit/ar it) /priy'litorit/ adj. lacking a 
written language: a preliterate culture. 

prel-ude (prel’ydod, pral/-, pra/ldod, pré/-) /'prelyuwd, 
‘preyl-, 'preyluwd, 'priy-/ n. [count] 1. some action that 
comes before another action; any action that goes before 
another: The initial assault on the town was just a prel- 
ude to the filll-scale attack that began tle next day. 2. 
Music. a relatively Short piece of music serving to intro- 
duce another. See -Lup-. 

pre-emar-ietal (pré mar/i tl) /priy'marit!/ adj. coming 
before marriage: premarital sex. Compare PRENUPTIAL. 

preema-ture (pré/ma chddr’, -td0r’, -tyððr/) /,pri- 
ymo'tfur, -'tur, -'tyur/ adj. 1. occurring, Coming, or 
done too soon: made a premature announcement that 
he had won the election. 2. born before the normal 
amount of time of full development; preterm: premature 
babies. —pre/ma-ture/ly, adv. 

pre-med-i-tat-ed (pri med/i ta’tid) /pri'medi,teytid/ adj. 
considered or planned before doing: premeditated mur- 


der. —pre-med-i-ta-tion (pre med‘i ta’shan) 
/priy,medi'teyfan/ n. [noncount) 
pre-men-stru-al (pré men/stroo al, -stral) 


/priy'menstruwol, -stral/ adj. [often: before a noun] of or 
relating to the period before a woman's menstrual flow 
begins: premenstrual tension. 

premen/strual syn’drome, n. [noncount] a complex 
of physical and emotional changes, as irritability, depres- 
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sion, bloating, and headaches, experienced in the days 
before the onset of menstrual flow. Abbr.: PMS 

premier (pri mēr/, -myér/, pré/mér) /pri'mior, -'mytor, 
'priymiər/ n. [count] 1. the head of the cabinet in France 
and other countries; prime minister. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. first in rank; chief; leading: the premier writer of 
this decade. 3. first in time; earliest: premier appearance 
on Broadway. —v. 4. PREMIERE. See -PRIM-. 

premiere (pri mér’, -myar’) /pri'mior, -'myeor/ n., v., 
-miered, -mier-ing, adj. —n. [count] 1. a first public per- 
formance or showing of a play, etc.: the premiere of his 
new play. —v. 2. to (cause to) be presented publicly for 
the first time: [~ + obj]: premiered the new film. (no 
obj): The act premiered in Boston. 3. (no obj) to perform 
(a part) publicly for the first time: She premiered as 
Ophelia in the Shakespeare festival. —adj. (before a 
noun] 4. PREMIER. See -PRIM-. 

prem-ise (pren//is) /‘premts/ n., v., -ised, -iseing. —n. 1. 
premises, [p/ura/] an area of land including its buildings: 
You'll have to leave the premises at once. 2. [count] 
Also, prem/iss. a stated or assumed idea or proposition 
on which further reasoning proceeds: / was operating on 
the premise that I had your support. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
State or assume (a premise): Everything is premised on 
continued low inflation. See -Mis-. 

premium (pré/mé am) /'priymiyam/ n. [count] 1. a 
prize or bonus given, for example, when purchasing a 
product, as a way of increasing sales: The premium was 
a little gadget to hold your toothbrush. 2. a bonus, gift, 
or sum added as an extra to the price of something, to 
one’s wages, etc. 3. the amount paid in installments by a 
policyholder for coverage, as for insurance: Car insurance 
premiums have skyrocketed. 4. great value: puts a high 
premium on loyalty. —adj. (often: before a noun) 5. of 
high quality or greater value than others of its kind: the 
higher cost of premium, as opposed to regular, gasoline. 
—Idiom. 6. at a premium, a. at an unusually high 
price: American cigarettes were sold at a premium. b. in 
short supply; in demand. 

premonition (prē/mə nish/ən, prem/ə-) /,pri- 
ymə'nıfon, ,premo-/ n. [count] a feeling of worry over a 
future event; presentiment: a premonition of danger. 
—pre-moni-torry (pri mon‘i tor/é, -t6r/é) 
/pri'mont,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. See -mon-. 

prenatal (pré nat/l) /priy'ncytl/ adj. before birth or 
before giving birth: funding for prenatal care. —pre-na/- 
tally, adv. See -NaT-. 

pre-nupstial (pré nup/shal) /priy'napfal/ adj. 
wedding or marriage: a prenuptial agreement. 
PREMARITAL. 

pre-oc-cu-pa-tion (pre ok/ya pa’shan) 
/priy,okya'peyfon/ n. 1. [noncount] the state of being 
preoccupied: his total preoccupation with sex. 2. [count] 
something that preoccupies one: Another of his preoccu- 
pations was getting to work on time. 

pre-oc-cuspy (pré ok’ya pi’) /priy'nkya,pay/ v. [~ + 
obj), -pied, -py-ing. to take the attention of (someone) 
so that one ignores other things: Her fears about her 
parents’ health preoccupied her. —pre-oc’/curpied’, 
adj.: | was too preoccupied with my work to notice the 
time. 

pre-op-er-artive (pré op/ar ə tiv, -ə ra/tiv, -op/re tiv) 
/priy‘nporativ, -ə reytiv, -'pprativ/ adj. of or relating to 
the period before a medical operation. See -oper-. 

pre-or-dain (pré/6r dan/) /,priyor'deyn/ v. [~ + obj] to 
decide the fate of (something) beforehand: the belief that 
God has preordained our lives. 

prep (prep) /prep/ n., adj., v., prepped, prep-ping. —n. 
l. a preparatory school: [count]: a small prep in a quiet 
area of the country. [noncount; used in names]: He went 
to All Hallows Prep. 2. [count] an activity that goes be- 
fore another and prepares the participant: /t was a prep 
to the actual test. 3. [noncount] preparation: not enough 
prep before the test. —adj. [before a noun] 4. prepara- 
tory: prep school. 5. involving or used for preparation: 
the mortuary’s prep room. —v. 6. to prepare (a person) 
for a test, etc: [~ + obj]: a course to prep students for 
college entrance exams. [no obj): to prep for the game. 
7. [~ + obj] to prepare (a patient) for a medical proce- 
dure: told the nurse to prep the next patient. 

prep., an abbreviation of: 1. preparation. 2. preparatory. 
3. prepare. 4. preposition. 

pre-pack-age (pré pak/ij) /priy'pakid3/ v. [~ + obj), 
-aged, -ag-ing. to package (foods) before retail sale. 

prep-arra-tion (prep’/a rā/shən) /prepa'reyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an act or step by which one prepares for some- 
thing: /ast-minute preparations for their journey. 2. [non- 
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count) any activity or experience providing a way of pre- 
paring for the future: the lack of preparation students 
bring to their freshman writing class. 3. [count] some- 
thing prepared: She applied a soothing preparation to 
the burns. See -PARE-'. 
pre-par-a-toery (pri par’a tôr/ē, -tōr/ē, -par’-, prep/- 
ar əƏ-) /pri'pwra,toriy, -,towriy, -'pear-, ‘prepara-/ adj. 
[before a noun] 1. serving or designed to prepare: pre- 
paratory arrangements. 2. introductory: preparatory re- 
marks. 3. of or relating to training that prepares for 
more advanced education: preparatory school. See 
-PARE!-, 
prepar/atory school’, n. 1. a private secondary 
school designed to prepare students for college: [count]: 
several good preparatory schools. [noncount]: They 
couldn't afford preparatory school. 2. [count] Brit. a pri- 
vate elementary school. 
pre-pare (pri par’) /pri'peor/ v., -pared, -par-ing. 1. to 
put (things or oneself) in proper condition or readiness; 
to get (someone) ready: [~ + obj]: The general prepared 
his troops for the attack. [~ + to + verb]: The troops 
were preparing to cross the river. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: These lessons will prepare you to pass the test. 
[no obj}: She prepared for the debate. 2. to get (a meal) 
ready for eating, as by cooking, etc.: [~ + obj + for + 
obj): He prepared a nice meal for her. [~ + obj + obj): 
She prepared him a fine meal. 3. [~ + obj] to manufac- 
ture or compose: fo prepare a cough syrup; to prepare a 
report. See -PARE-!. 
pre-pared (pré pard/) /priy'peyrd/ adj. 1. made ready in 
advance; done or finished ahead of time: took no 
chances and accepted only prepared questions, for which 
he had perfect, prepared answers. 2. [be + ~ + to + 
verb] willing and able (to do something): The teacher 
wasn't prepared to accept any excuses. See -PARE!-. 
pre-par-ed-ness (pri par/id nis, -pard/nis) 
/pri'peoridnis, -'peardnis/ n. [noncount] the state of be- 
ing prepared, esp. for war. See -PARE-!. 
pre-pay (pré pa’) /priy'pey/ v. [~ + obj], -paid, -pay- 
ing. to pay beforehand: a penalty for prepaying a mort- 
gage. —pre-pay’ment, n. [(noncount): a penalty for pre- 
payment. 
pre-pon-der-ance (pri pon/’der ans) /pri'pondorans/ n. 
(count; singular] the state or condition of being superior 
in power, force, etc.: a preponderance of news stories 
about the election. —pre-pon/der-ant, adj. See -PEND-. 
prep-orsi-tion (prep/a zish’an) /,prepa'zifon/ n. [count] 
one of a group of words used before nouns and pro- 
nouns to form phrases that give more information about 
a verb, noun, or other phrase, usually expressing a rela- 
tionship of time, place, or the like: Some prepositions in 
English are on, by, to, with, or since. —prep/o-si/tion-al, 
adj. [before a noun): The phrase at 17 Lexington Avenue 
is a prepositional phrase. See -pos-. 
pre-pos-sess-ing (pré/pa zes/ing) /\priypa'zesin/ adj. 
impressive to others, esp. immediately. 
pre-pos-ter-ous (pri pos/’tar as, -tras) /pri'postoras, 
-tras/ adj. completely opposite to common sense; fool- 
ish: a preposterous scheme. 
prep-py or prep-pie (prep/é) /'prepiy/ n., pl. -pies, 
adj., -piver, -pikest. —n. [count] 1. a student at, or a 
graduate of, a preparatory school. 2. one whose clothing 
or behavior is associated with students of preparatory 
schools. —adj. 3. of, relating to, or characteristic of a 
preppy: preppv clothes. 
pre-pu-bes-cent (pré pydo bes/ant) /priypyuw'besont/ 
adj. Of or relating to the age just before puberty: prepu- 
bescent kids. —pre-pu-bes/cence, n. [noncourit) 
pre-quel (pré’kwal) /‘priykwal/ n. [count] a film, play, or 
piece of fiction that follows an original already released, 
but that is set in time before the original: The prequel 
portrays the same characters as the original, but they are 
al a younger age. 
pre-re-cord (pré/ri kérd/) /,priyri'kord/ v. [~ + obj) to 
record beforehand; record. 
pre-req-uiesite (pri rek/wa zit, pré-) /pri'rekwazit, priy-/ 
adj. 1. required beforehand; requisite: a prerequisite 
condition. —n. [count] 2. something required before 
something else; a condition: A course on grammar is a 
prerequisite to the advanced writing course. See -Quis-. 
pre-rog-artive (pri rog’a tiv, pa rog’-) /pri'rngativ, 
pa'rog-/ n. [count] a special right, privilege, etc., limited 
to people of rank in office, etc.: the prerogative of a 
judge. See -ROGA-. 
pres., an abbreviation of: 1. present. 2. presidency. 3. 
president. 
pres-age (pres/ij, pri saj’) /‘presid3, pri'seyd3/ v. [~ + 
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obj), -aged, -ag-ing. to be a sign or warning of; portend; 
foreshadow: Those terrorist incidents may presage war. 

pres-by-terriean (prez/bi ter7é an, pres/-) /,prez- 
bi'tioriyon, ,pres-/ adj. 1. of or relating to church gov- 
ernment by church officiats of equal rank. 2. [Presbyte- 
rian) of or relating to churches having this form of 
government. —n. (count; Presbyterian] 3. a member of a 
Presbyterian church. 

preschool (adj. pré/skool’; n. preé/skool’) / adj. 
‘priy'skuwl; n. 'prry,skuwl/ adj. 1. of or relating to a 
child between infancy and kindergarten age. —n. 2. a 
school or nursery for preschool children: [count]: pre- 
schools set up for youngsters of working miothers. [non- 
count]: uot yet ready for preschool. —pre/school/er, n. 
(count): parerits of preschoolers. 

pre-science (presh’ans, -€ ans, pré’shans, -shë ans) 
/‘prefons, -iyans, ‘priyfons, -fiy ans/ n. [noncount) 
knowledge of things before they exist or happen; fore- 
knowledge; foresight. See -sct-. 

pre-scient (presh’ant, presh’é ant) /‘prefont, 'prefiyont/ 
adj. of or relating to prescience: prescient analysis of vot- 
ing trends. —pre/scient-ly, adv. See -sci-. 

pre-scribe (pri skrib’) /pri'skrayb/ v. [~ + obj], 
-scribed, -scrib-ing. 1. to order as a rule or course of 
action to be followed: the punishment that the law pre- 
scribes. 2. to name or order the use of (a medicine, 
etc.): The doctor prescribed some pain pills. See -SCRIB-. 

pre-scrip-tion (pri skrip’shan) /pri'skripfon/ n. 1. 
[coun] a. a written direction by a physician for the prep- 
aration and use of a medicine: The prescription says to 
take two pills every six hours. b. the medicine pre- 
scribed: Cau you fill this prescription? 2. [noncount] the 
act of prescribing. 3. [count] something prescribed: a 
prescription for disaster. —adj. [before a noun] 4. (of 
drugs) sotd only upon medical prescription: prescription 
drugs. 

pre-scrip-tive (pri skrip/tiv) /prt'skriptrv/ adj. eager to 
set down rules: prescriptive writers wanting everyone to 
foltow the rules that they declare correct. See -SCRIB-. 

pres-ence (prez’ans) /‘prezons/ n. 1. [moncount] the 
state or fact of being present: Her presence at the party 
created some excitement. 2. [noncourit] the state or 
condition of being near someone; proximity: wouldn't 
dare say that in your presence. 3. the power of a country 
reflected in foreign countries by the stationing of its 
troops, sale of its goods, etc.: [moncount): nonmilitary 
presence. (count; usually singular): a military presence in 
the region for the sake of stability. 4. [noncournt]) the 
ability to give off a sense of ease, dignity, or self- 
assurance: an attorney with definite preserice. 

pres’ence of mind’, n. [noncount] the ability to think 
clearly and act properly, as during a crisis: He Nad the 
presence of mind to slam the emergency doors. 

pres-ent! (prezfant) /‘prezont/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
being, existing, or occurring at this time or now; current: 
the present economic situation. 2. [before a nourn) being 
actually here or under consideration at this time or place: 
the present topic. 3. [before a noun] of or relating to a 
verb tense or form used to refer to an action or state ex- 
isting at the moment of speaking (Theyre eating. | kiiow 
the answer) or to an event that is done or occurs by 
habit (He drives to work), and is also sometimes used to 
express the future (The plane leaves at six tomorrow). 4. 
[be + ~ being with one or others or in the place men- 
tioned or understood by the speaker and listener: Carbon 
is present in many riinerals. —n. (court; singular; usu- 
ally: the + ~]5. the present time: /f there's work to be 
doue, there's rio time like the present. 6. a. the present 
tense: Put that verb into the present. b. a verb form in 
the present tense, as knows. —Idiom. 7. at present, 
at the present time or moment; now: We don't know at 
present wlio will wi the election. 8. for the present, for 
now; temporarily: We don't have housing for you just yet, 
so for the present you'll have to stay tu this Hotel. 
pre-sent? (v. pri zent; n. prezfant) / v. pri'zent; a. 
‘prezont/ v. 1. to furnish or give a gift or the like, esp. by 
format act: [~ + obj + to + obj}: The awards conunit- 
fee presented the wiimuer’s trophy to her for the sixth 
timie. [~ + obj + with + obj): The committee presented 
her with the winner's troplty. 2. {~ + obj} to bring, offer, 
or give, often in a formal way or in a ceremony of intro- 
duction: The new ambassador presented liis credentials 
to the King. 3. to furnish or provide (an opportunity, 
etc.): [~ + obj): The test is easy; it should present no 
difficulties. [~ + obj + to + obj]: The oil sliortage pre- 
sented a golden opportunity to theim to raise prices. [~ 
+ obj + with + obj): presented them with a golden op- 


582 


portunity. 4. to hand over or submit (a bill): [~ + obj + 
to + obj}: The headwaiter presented the check to me. [~ 
+ obj + with + obj}: He presented me with the check. 
5. [~ + obj] to introduce (a person) to another, esp. in a 
formal manner: Let me present my fiancée. 6. [~ + obj) 
to bring before or introduce to the public: fo present a 
new play. 7. [~ + oneself] to come to show (oneself) 
before a person, in or at a place, etc.: The new teacher 
presented hiniself to the principal promptly the next 
morning. 8. [~ + obj] to bring forth before another or 
others; offer for consideration: to present an alternative 
plan. 9. [~ + obj] to set forth in words: to present argu- 
ments. —n. present [count] 10. a thing presented as a 
gift; gift: Christmas presents. —pre-sent/er, n. [count] 

pre-sent-asble (pri zen/ta bal) /pri'zentobol/ adj. capa- 
ble of being presented; of good appearance: She told 
him she wasn't presentable yet, so he waited while she 
got dressed. 

pres-en-ta-tion (prez/an ta7shoen, pre/zen-) 
/,prezon'teyfon, ,priyzen-/ n. 1. [noncount] an act of pre- 
senting; the state of being presented: the presentation of 
news. 2. [noncount] a manner or style of speaking, in- 
structing, or putting oneself forward: Your presentation is 
all-important during an interview for a job. 3. [count] a 
demonstration to a client of a proposed advertising cam- 
paign; pitch. 4. [count] a performance or showing, as of 
a play or film: a high-school presentation of Our Town. 
5. [count] an offering, as of a gift. 6. [count] a demon- 
stration, lecture, or welcoming speech, as one of intro- 
duction. 

pres’ent-day’, adj. [before a noun] current; modern: 
present-day English. 

pre-sen-tiement (pri zen’ta meant) /pri'zentomont/ n. 
[count] a feeling that something bad is about to happen: 
a presentiment of impending doom. See -SENT-. 

pres-ent-ly (prez/ant lē) /'‘prezontlty/ adv. 1. in a little 
while; soon: We'll be arriving preseritly—iu, say, fifteen 
minutes. 2. at the present time; now: Preseritly we have 
only three full-time ESL teachers. 

pres’ent par/’ticiple, n. (count) a participle formed 
from the root of a verb plus the suffix -ing, used to indi- 
cate that the action or event repeats or lasts for some 
time, or used as an adjective, as in the growing weeds, 
and in forming progressive verb forms, as in The weeds 
are growing. 

pres’ent per’fect, adj. of, relating to, or being a verb 
tense formed by have or lias followed by the past partici- 
ple (or -ed/-en) form of a verb. It is used to indicate: 1. 
that the action of the verb started in the past and is con- 
tinuing in the present, and that its effects are still felt or 
experienced up to the present: /’ve lived here for six 
nionths (= | moved here six months ago and still live 
Here). 2. that the action or event was completely finished 
in the past, but the effects are still important in the pres- 
ent: I’ve spoken to the principal about that student 
(=auid here's what we will do about hini or her). 
pres-er-vastion (prez’er va’shan) /,prezor'veyfan/ n. 
[voncount] 1. the act of preserving: the preservation of 
peace and international law and order. 2. the state of be- 
ing preserved: The cells were kept in a state of preserva- 
tion. See -SerRv-?. 

pres-er-va-tion-ist (prez/or va/sha nist) 
/ prezor'veyfonist/ n. [count] one who calls for or pro- 
motes preservation, esp. of wildlife, natural areas, or his- 
torical places. See -Serv-?. 

pre-serveactive (pri zur/va tiv) /pri'zarvotiv/ n. 1. 
something that preserves, esp. a chemical used to pre- 
serve foods from spoiling or undergoing other unwanted 
changes: [count]: afraid of eating anything with artificial 
preservatives in it. [poncount]: treating the wood on the 
porch with preservative. —adj. 2. tending to preserve. 
See -sServ-?. 

pre-serve (pri zur’) /pri'zarv/ v., -served, -serv-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to keep (Something) alive or in exist- 
ence; make (something) lasting; protect: to preserve our 
liberties. 2. to keep up; maintain; take action to prevent 
decay: to preserve historical monuments. 3. to keep pos- 
session of; keep; retain: He managed to preserve his 
composure during the debates. 4. to prepare (food) so 
as to prevent or slow down its decay: preserving meat. 5. 
to prepare (fruit, etc.) by cooking with sugar, etc. 6. to 
maintain and protect (game, etc.) for continued survival 
or for private use, as in hunting or fishing. —n. [count] 7. 
something that preserves. 8. that which is preserved. 9. 
Usually, preserves. [plural] fruit prepared by cooking 
with sugar. 10. a place set apart for protection of game 
or fish, esp. for sport: a forest preserve. 11. something 
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looked on as belonging to a particular person or group 
of people only: She was running for the Senate to prove 
that politics was no longer just a male preserve. —pre- 
server, n. [count] See -serv-?. 

pre-set (pré set’) /priy'set/ v. [~ + obj], -set, -set-ting. 
to set beforehand: The channels on the VCR were preset. 

pre-side (pri zid’) /pri'zayd/ v., -sid-ed, -sid-ing. 1. [70 
obj) to have or hold the place of authority or control, as 
in an assembly or meeting: The judge presided at the 
trial. 2. preside over, [~ + over + obj] to exercise 
management or control over: His lawyer will preside over 
the estate. See -sip-. 

pres-i-eden-cy (prez/i dan sé) /'prezidənsiy/ n. (count) 
1. the office of a president: never elected to the presi- 
dency. 2. the time of a president's holding office: the last 
three Republican presidencies. See -siv-. 

pres-i-dent (prez/i dant) /‘prezidont/ n. [count] 1. [of- 
ten: President] the chief of state and often the chief exec- 
utive officer of a modern republic, as the United States: 
He wondered if he would make a good president. (the + 
President): Will the President be reelected? (before a 
name, President): President Lincoln. 2. the chief officer 
of a college, corporation, etc. See -sip-. 

pres-i-den-tial (prez/i den/shal) /,prezr'denfol/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun] of or relating to a president or a presi- 
dency: fhe presidential seal at the top of the letter. 2. of 
the nature of or befitting a president: trying to improve 
his presidential image. See -sip-. 

Pre-sideieum (pri sid/ē€ am) /pri'stdiyom/ n. [count], pl. 
-sid-i-ums, -sid-iea (-sid’€ ə) /-'stdiya/. (often: Presidium) 
(esp. in Communist countries) an administrative commit- 
tee, usually permanent and performing government ac- 
tivities. See -sip-. 

press’ (pres) /pres/ v. 1. to act upon or move (some- 
thing) with steady force; to push: [~ + obj]: He pressed 
the gas pedal and the car shot forward. (no obj]: He 
pressed on the gas pedal but nothing happened. 2. to 
put pressure on (something), esp. so as to change shape 
or size: [~ + obj]: He pressed the clay into a ball. (no 
obj): She pressed down on the dough. 3. [~ + obj] to 
hold closely, as in an embrace; clasp: She pressed my 
hand when we were introduced. 4. [~ + obj] to flatten 
or make smooth, esp. by ironing: He pressed his jacket 
and slacks. 5. [~ + obj] to squeeze out juice or the 
insides of (something, as grapes) by pressure: pressed 
the grapes to produce wine. 6. [~ + obj] to squeeze out 
(juice): They pressed enough juice to make fifteen gal- 
fons of wine. 7. to bother, annoy, or harass; keep both- 
ering: [~ + obj): Don't press your kids so hard; they'll do 
better if you just leave them alone. (no obj]: The media 
kept pressing for an explanation. 8. to cause trouble, 
worry, Or strain; oppress: [~ + obj; often: be + ~-ed + 
for}: Poverty presses people down. She's pressed for 
funds right now. [no obj): The pressure is pressing down 
on hiin. 9. [~ + obj] to emphasize with force or persua- 
sion: pressed his own ideas about school reform on the 
community. 10. [~ + obj] to raise or lift, esp. a speci- 
fied amount of weight, in the sport of weightlifting: He 
pressed five hundred pounds. 11. to (cause to) push for- 
ward: [no obj): The army pressed on. [~ + obj]: He 
pressed the car ahead. 12. [no obj] to crowd around 
someone; throng: The crowd pressed in on him. —n. 13. 
(count) an act of pressing: two or three presses on the 
doorbell. 14. PRINTING press. 15. [noncount) printed 
publications or news Organizations thought of as a group 
(usually: the + ~): “I1n from the press, tet me in,” he 
demanded. [a + ~]: A free press is essential to a de- 
mocracy. 16. [plural used with a phiral verb; usually: the 
+ ~] a group of people from the news media, as report- 
ers and photographers: The press in the second cam- 
paign plane were angry when their plane couldn't land. 
17. the commentary, criticism, or opinion about a per- 
son, etc., carried in newspapers and other media: (count; 
usually singular: a + ~]: The movie received a good 
press. (noncount): During the war the general received 
fairly good press. 18. [count] an establishment for print- 
ing books, magazines, etc.: the University of Illinois 
Press. 19. [count] any of various devices or machines for 
squeezing, stamping, or crushing: a wine press. 20. 
(count; singular] a crowding, thronging, or pressing to- 
gether: the press of the crowd. 21. [noncount] urgency, 
as Of affairs or business: the dizzying press of business 
the first week of a sale. 22. [count] a lift in which a bar- 
bell is pushed up from chest level with the arms straight 
up, without moving the legs or feet: a clean press of over 
500 pounds. —-Idiom. 23. go to press, to begin being 
printed: By the time the newspaper went to press, the 
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last game wasirt over yet. —press/er, n. [count] See 
-PRESS-. 

press? (pres) /pres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to force into service, 
esp. military service. 2. to make use of (something) in a 
manner different from that intended: A bus was pressed 
into service as an ambulance. 

-press-, root. -press- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “squeeze; press (down).” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: COMPRESS, COMPRESSION, DECOMPRESSION, 
DEPRESS, DEPRESSION, EXPRESS, IMPRESS, IMPRESSION, IMPRES- 
SIVE, INEXPRESSIBLE, IRREPRESSIBLE, OPPRESS, PRESS, PRES- 
SURE, REPRESS, SUPPRESS. 

press’ a’gent, n. [count] one whose job is to promote 
an individual or organization by obtaining favorable pub- 
licity. 

press’ con’ference, n. (count) a collective interview 
or question-and-answer session with reporters, held by a 
government official, celebrity, or a person in the news 
and usually arranged in advance. 

pressed (prest) /prest/ adj. [be + ~ + for] not having 
enough of: / was pressed for time and money. See also 
HARD-PRESSED. 

press-ing (pres/ing) /‘prestn/ adj. urgent; needing atten- 
tion: a pressing need for food supplies. 

presseman (pres/man) /‘presman/ n. [count], pl. -men. 
1. a person who operates or has charge of a printing 
press. 2. Brit. a writer or reporter for the press. 

press’ release’, n. [count] a statement distributed to 
the press by a public relations firm, etc.: issued a press 
release, denying any wrongdoing. 

press’ sec/retary, n. [count] a person responsible for 
press and public relations for an important figure or or- 
ganization. 

pres-sure (presh/ar) /‘presor/ n., v., -sured, -sur-ing. 
=n. 1. [noncount) the action of force upon a surface by 
an object, fluid, etc., in contact with it: air pressure. 2. 
[count] the strength or amount of this force: At high 
pressures the wings could fall off. 3. stress; a feeling or 
feelings of harassment: [count]: the pressures of daily 
life. [noncount): Kids have enough pressure in their tives. 
4. a force or influence that causes some action: [count]: 
Social pressures from their peers might prevent kids 
from drinking or using drugs. (noncount): tried to bring 
pressure on his subordinates to finish on time. 5. [non- 
count] urgency, as that induced by deadlines at school or 
work: works well under pressure. 6. (noncount) the force 
of the air: a region of high pressure. —v. 7. to force 
(someone) to do a particular thing or action; coerce: [~ 
+ obj (+ into + obj)): She pressured him into it. (~ + 
obj + to + verb): | think they pressured him to accept 
that job. See -PRESS-. 

pres’sure cook/er, n. [count] 1. a heavy metal cook- 
ing pot with a lid that can be tightened to prevent air 
from escaping, in which food may be cooked quickly 
above the boiling point by steam under pressure. 2. a 
situation in which a person faces urgent demands or too 
much work: His job had become a pressure cooker of 
more sales and more demands. 3. a situation that is 
tense or likely to explode: The Middle East has been a 
pressure cooker for decades. 

pres’sure group’, n. (count) a group that influences 
law-making bodies through lobbying. 

pres-sur-ize (presh/’a riz’) /'prefarayz/ v. [~ + obj) 
-ized, -iz-ing. to produce or maintain normal air pres- 
sure in (an airplane cabin, etc.), esp. at high altitudes or 
in space: The cabin was pressurized once the plane lev- 
eled off at a lower altitude. —pres-sur-i-za-tion (presh/- 
ər t zā/shən) /,prefori'zeyfan/ n. [noncount) —pres/sur- 
iz/er, n. [count] 

pres-tige (pre stēzh/, -stēj/) /pre'stiy3, -'stiyd3/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a person's reputation deriving from his or her 
success, achievement, or rank. 2. distinction or reputa- 
tion attaching to a person or thing: the prestige attached 
to the Nobel prize awards. —adj. [before a noun) 3. hav- 
ing or reflecting success, rank, etc.: a prestige car. 

pres-tig-ious (pre stij/as) /pre'stid3as/ adj. of or relating 
to prestige; highly regarded: a prestigious university. 

Pres-to (pres/tO) /'prestow/ adv., adj., n., pl. -tos. —adv. 
1. quickly, rapidly, or immediately: He left presto. 2. Mu- 
sic. at a rapid tempo. —adj. 3. quick or rapid. 4. per- 
formed at a rapid tempo. —n. [count] 5. a presto musi- 
cal piece or movement. 

pressumearbly (pri zd0’moa blé) /pri'zuwmabliy/ adv. 
probably. See -sum-. 

presume (pri z0om/) /pri'zuwm/ v., -sumed, -sum-ing. 
1. to assume as true because there is no proof that sug- 
gests the opposite; take for granted: [~ + obj]: We pre- 
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sume his innocence. [~ + obj (+ to + be) + adj): We 
presume hin (to be) innocent. [~ + obj + to + verb): 
They presumed hirn to be hiding in Amsterdam. [~ + 
(that) clause): | presurne you're coming to the play with 
us, aren't yon? 2.[~ + to + verb) to dare (to do some- 
thing) with too much boldness: How can she presume to 
talk like that? 3. [~ + to + verb) to decide (to do some- 
thing) without right or permission: / wouldn't presume to 
speak for another person. 4. presume on or upon, [~ 
+ on + obj) to go too far in acting boldly: fo presurne 
on someone's tolerance. See -SUN-. 

pre-sump-tion (pri zump/shan) /pri'zampfon/ n. 1. 
{[moncount) the act of presuming: presumption of inno- 
cence. 2. [connt) something that is presumed: a pre- 
sumption that once we persuade hiin we'll have no tron- 
ble with the others. 3. [noncount]) too much boldness; 
audacity: the presninption of that child! —pre-sump-:tive 
(pri zump/tiv) /pri'zamptiv/ adj. See -Sum-. 

pre-sump-tu-ous (pri zump/chdo as) /pri'zamptfuwoas/ 
adj. characterized by too much boldness to presume or 
make unwarranted assumptions; too bold: presumptuous 
of her to assume I'd be paying for dinner. See -SUM-. 

pre-sup-pose (pré/so pOz/) /,priyso'powz/ v. [not: be + 
~-ing), -posed, -pos-ing. to suppose to be true; take for 
granted in advance: [~ + obj): Arr effect presupposes a 
cause. [~ + (that) clause]: Your theory presupposes that 
tirne existed at the beginning of the universe. —pre-sup: 
po-si-tion (pré/sup 9 zish’an) /,priysapa'zifon/ n. (count, 
noncount) See -Pos-. 

pre-teen (pré tén/) /priy'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a boy or girl 
under the age of 13, esp. one between the ages of 10 
and 13; preadolescent. —adj. 2. of, relating to, charac- 
teristic of, or designed for preteens: preteen fashions. 

pre-tend (pri tend’) /pri'tend/ v. 1. to put forward a 
false appearance of, so as to deceive: [~ + obj]: | would 
pretend illness so | wouldn't have to go to school. [~ + 
to + verb): She pretended to sleep whenever | came in 
to check on her. (~ + (that) clause): The children pre- 
tended they were cowboys. [no obj}: The kids were only 
pretending. 2.[~ + to + obj] to lay claim to: to pretend 
to the throne. —adj. 3. make-believe; simulated; imagi- 
nary: pretend cowboys. —pre-tend/er, n. (count) See 
-TEND-. 

pre-tense (pri tens’, pré/tens) /pri'tens, 'priytens/ n. 1. 
an act or instance of pretending; (an instance of) make- 
believe: [count]: a pretense of friendship. [noncount): It’s 
all pretense; he has no intention of cutting our budget. 
2. [count] an apparent claim that seems true but is false: 
to obtain rroney under false pretenses. See -TEND-. 

pre-ten-sion (pri ten’shan) /pri'tenfon/ n. 1. [count] the 
laying of a claim to something: all those pretensions to 
the throne. 2. Often, pretensions. [plural] a claim made 
to some quality, merit, dignity, or importance. 3. the act 
of claiming to be something one is not: [noncount): fult 
of pretension. [count]: Your pretensions don't foot rme. 

pre-ten-tious (pri ten’shas) /pri'tenfas/ adj. 1. full of 
pretension; giving a show of importance, etc., that one 
does not really have. 2. making an exaggerated outward 
show; showy. —pre-ten/tious-ly, adv. —pre-ten/tious- 
ness, n. [Nnoncourt) See -TEND-. 

pre-ter-nat-ueral (pré/ter nach/ar al, -nach/ral) /,priyt- 
or'natforal, -'nætfrəl/ adj. occurring out of the ordinary 
course of nature; exceptional or abnormal: preternatural 
powers. See -NAT-. 

pre-test (n. pré/test/; v. pré test’) / n. 'priy,test; v. 
priy'test/ n. [count] 1. a testing or trial, as of a new 
product, before it is sold or distributed; a test. 2. a test 
given to determine if students are prepared to begin a 
new course of study. —v. 3. to give a pretest to: [~ + 
obj): They pretested the students. [no obj}: Pretesting 
went on for several days. See -TEST-. 

pre-text (pré/tekst) /‘priytekst/ n. [count] something 
put forward to conceal a true purpose; an excuse: She 
caine into iny office on the pretext of borrowing a sta- 
pler. 

pret-ti-fy (prit’a fi’) /‘prito,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to make pretty, esp. in a small way: prettifying the 
bathroom. 2. to minimize the importance of (something 
unpleasant): trying to prettify the latest unernptoyrnent 
figures. 

pretty (prit7e) /‘pritiy/ adj., -ti-er, -ti-est, n., pi. -ties, 
adv., v., -tied, -ty-ing. —adj. 1. pleasing or attractive, 
esp. in a delicate or graceful way: a pretty face. 2. pleas- 
ing or Charming but not grand or overwhelming: 2 pretty 
little cabin in the woods. 3. [before a noun) Inforrnat. 
considerable; fairly great: This is a pretty mess! —n. 
[count] 4. a pretty person: “Ill get you, tny pretty, “ the 
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witch cackled. —adv. 5. fairly or moderately; somewhat: 
We had a pretty good time, but it wasn't great. 6. quite; 
very: The wind blew pretty hard. —v. 7. to make pretty in 
appearance: [~ + obj]: She prettied herself before he 
came over. [~ + up + obj}: to pretty up a room. [~ + 
obj + up): Can't you pretty the room up before they 
come over? —prete-ti-ly (prit/l €) /‘pritliy/ adv.: She 
bowed prettily. —pret/tieness, n. [noncount) 

pretzel (pret/sal) /'pretsal/ n. [count] a usually crisp, 
dry biscuit, typically in the form of a knot or stick. 

pre-vail (pri val’) /pri'veyl/ v. 1. [not: be + ~-ing, no 
obj} to be widespread or current; be found in many 
places: The opinion that he is a loser stil! prevails. 2. to 
be or prove superior in strength, power, or influence: [no 
obj}: Greed has prevailed once again. [~ + over]: to pre- 
vail over one’s enemies. 3. [~ + on/upon + obj] to per- 
suade successfully: Can you prevail on him to go? 

pre-vail-ing (pri va/ling) /pri'veylin/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. most frequent or powerful: prevailing winds. 2. gener- 
ally current: the prevailing opinion. See -vAL-. 

prev-a-lent (prev/a lant) /'prevalont/ adj. 1. widespread; 
in general use or acceptance: the prevalent point of view. 
2. having greater power; dominant. —prev/a-lence, n. 
(noncount) See -vAL-. 

pre-var-i-cate (pri var/i kat’) /pri'vari,keyt/ v. [no obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to speak falsely; deliberately misstate; 
lie. —pre-var-i-ca-tion (pri vari kā/shən) 
/pri,vert'keyfan/ n. Lnoncount): a master of prevarica- 
tion. [count]: spreading prevarications about his oppo- 
nent. —pre-var/i-ca/tor, n. [count] 

pre-event (pri vent’) /pri'vent/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to keep 
from occurring; stop: She took some pills to prevent sea- 
Sickness. 2. [~ + obj + from + verb-ing) to stop 
(someone) from doing something: Nothing will prevent 
us frorn going. See -VvEN-. 

pre-vent-a-ble (pri vent/a bal) /pri'ventabol/ adj. that 
can be prevented: a preventable disease. Also, pre» 
vent/i-ble. See -vEn-. 

pre-ven-tion (pri ven’shan) /pri'venfon/ n. [noncount) 
the act of preventing: crime prevention. See -vEN-. 

pre-venstive (pri ven/tiv) /pri'ventiv/ also pre-ventea- 
tive (pri ven/ta tiv) /pri'ventativ/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
prevention: preventive measures; preventive medicine. 
—n. [count] 2. a drug or other substance for preventing 
disease. 3. a person or thing that prevents something. 
See -VEN-. 

pre-view (pré/vyoo’) /'priy,vyuw/ n. [count] 1. an ad- 
vance view. 2. an advance showing of a motion picture, 
etc., before its public opening: Only a few friends and re- 
viewers were invited to the preview. 3. an advance show- 
ing of brief scenes in a motion picture, etc., for advertise- 
ment: The previews of that new cornedy series were silly. 
4. anything that gives an advance impression of some- 
thing: Living together gave thern a preview of marriage. 
—v. [~ + obj] 5. to view or show beforehand: We pre- 
viewed the video before we let our kids watch it. 

pre-vieous (pré/vé as) /'priyviyas/ adj. [before a noun) 
1. occurring before something else; prior: The previors 
owner of this car was a little old lady. —Idiom. 2. pre- 
vious to, before; prior to: Previous to moving here she 
lived in Chicago. —pre/vieous-ly, adv.: He previously 
worked for IBM. 

pre-war (pré/wor’) /'priy'wor/ adj. existing, occurring, 
etc., before a particular war: prewar prices. 

prey (pra) /prey/ n, v, preyed, prey-ing. —n. [non- 
count) 1. an animal hunted for food, esp. by a meat- 
eating animal: Mice are the prey of owls. 2. a person or 
thing that is the victim of an enemy, disease, etc. 3. the 
action or habit of preying: a beast of prey. —v. prey on 
or upon, [~ + on/upon + obj] 4. to seize and eat ani- 
mals for food: Foxes prey on rabbits. 5. to make raids or 
attacks in order to steal or destroy: The Vikings preyed 
on coastal England. 6. to bring about a harmful influ- 
ence; to trouble: The problem preyed upon his mind. 7. 
to take dishonest advantage of another: loan sharks who 
prey upon the poor. — Idiom. 8. fall prey to, [~ + 
obj] to be a victim of: The economy fell prey to recession 
and high unernployment. 

price (pris) /prays/ n., v., priced, pric-ing. —n. [count] 
1. the sum of money for which anything is bought, sold, 
or offered for sale: Our prices wilt beat the cotrrpetition’s. 
2. a sum offered for the capture of a person alive or 
dead: to put a price on his head. 3. an amount of money 
for which a person will abandon morals, principles, etc.: 
Every man has his price. 4. that which must be given, 
done, or suffered through in order to obtain a thing: We 
won the battle, but at a heavy price: 3,000 dead. —v. [~ 
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+ obj) 5. to fix the price of: He priced the paintings at 
about $3,000 each. 6. to ask or find out the price of: //e 
went around pricing computers at different stores. 
—Idiom. 7. at any price, at any cost, no matter how 
great: He wanted to win the election at any price. See 
-PRECI-. 

price-less (pris/lis) /‘prayslis/ adj. 1. having a value be- 
yond all price: priceless artwork. 2. amusing or absurd: a 
priceless anecdote. See -PRECI-. 

priceey (pri’sé) /'praysiy/ also pricy, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
too expensive: those pricey cars. See -PRECI-. 

prick (prik) /prik/ n. [count] 1. a puncture made by a 
needle, thorn, or the like. 2. the act of pricking: He could 
hardly feel the prick of the needle. 3. a sharp pain 
caused by being pricked; twinge. 4. Slang (vulgar). a. PE- 
Nis. b. a nasty, hateful person. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to 
pierce or make a hole in with a sharp point; puncture: / 
pricked my finger. 6. to (cause to) feel sharp pain, as 
from piercing: [no obj): The thorns prick if you toucl 
them. (~ + obj): The thorns pricked her legs. 7. {~ + 
obj) to cause sharp mental pain to: His conscience 
pricked hiin. 8. prick up, to (cause to) stand erect or 
point upward: [~ + up + obj]: The dog pricked up its 
ears, (no obj): The dog's ears pricked up. —Idiom. 9. 
prick up one’s ears, to become very alert; listen atten- 
tively: She pricked up her ears when she overlieard the 
boss talking about her department. 

prick-le (prik/al) /‘prikal/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. [count] 
l. a small, sharp thorn that sticks out, as on a plant. 2. a 
pricking sensation. —v. [no obj] 3. to cause a pricking 
sensation: His skin prickled at having to go into the dark 
room alone. 

Prickly (prik/lé) /‘prikliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. having 
prickles: prickly leaves. 2. that causes a prickling feeling: 
a prickly, uncomfortable collar. 3. too easily made angry: 
touchy: No need to get so prickly; | just asked how your 
Jjob was. 

prick/ly heat’, n. [noncount] a swelling on the skin 
accompanied by prickling and itching: some powder for 
prickly heat. Also called heat rash. 

pride (prid) /prayd/ n., v., prid-ed, prid-ing. —n. 1. 
([norcount] the state or quality of being properly proud 
about something good that one has or has done; self- 
respect: He pointed with pride at the fine books in his li- 
brary. 2. [noncount] too high an opinion of one’s own 
dignity, importance, or superiority; conceit: His pride kept 
him from admitting lie was wrong. 3. [noncount] some- 
thing that causes one to be proud: Her paintings were 
the pride of the faniily. 4. [count] a group of lions. —v. 
[~ + oneself + on/upon + obj| 5. to give oneself over 
to a feeling of pride about: Sle prides herself on being a 
good mother. —Idiom. 6. swallow one’s pride, to do 
something that one resents doing in order to gain some 
advantage or prevent some undesirable outcome: He 
swallowed his pride arid went out and accepted dona- 
tions from people on the street. —pride’ful, adj. 
—pride/ful-ly, adv. 

prier or pry-er (prifar) /‘prayor/ n. [comit] one who 
pries; a curious or inquisitive person. 

priest (prést) /priyst/ n. [count] 1. (in Christian use) a. a 
person Ordained to an office in a church as a member of 
the clergy; minister. b. (in churches with strict ranking) a 
member of the clergy of the order next below that of 
bishop. 2. one whose job or position is to perform reli- 
gious ceremonies, etc.: As the Hindu priests walked by, 
the armies stopped fighiting to allow ther to pass. 

priest-ess (pré/stis) /'priystis/ n. [count] a woman who 
performs or is in charge of performing sacred rites. 

priest-hood (prést/hddd/) /'priyst,hud/ n. [noncount] 1. 
the office of a priest. 2. priests thought of as a group. 

priestly (prést/lé) /'priystliy/ adj., -liver, -lieest. of or 
relating to a priest: priestly duties; priestly blessings. 

Prig (prig) /prig/ nu. [count] a person overly concerned 
with strictly proper conduct. —prig/gish, adj.: He could 
be really priggish about anyone having ever a few drinks. 

prim (prim) /prim/ adj., prim-mer, prim-mest. 1. pre- 
cise or proper in a very formal way; prissy: His mother 
was very prim and wouldn't allow him to use words like 
“damn” or even “daru” in her presence. 2. stiffly neat. 
—prim/ly, adv.: “No language like that in my louse,” 
she answered primly. —prim/ness, n. [noncount] 

-prim-, root. -primi- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “first.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
PRIMACY, PRIMAL, PRIMARY, PRIMATE, PRIME, PRIMEVAL, PRIMI- 
TIVE, PRIMORDIAL, PRINCE, PRINCIPAL, PRINCIPLE, UNPRINCIPLED. 
Priema-cy (prifma sé) /'praymosiy/ n. [noncount] the 
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State of being first in order, rank, importance, etc. See 
-PRIM-. 

priima donena (pré/ma don/a, prim/a) /,priy'ma dono, 
Primo n. [count], pl. prima donenas. 1. a first or princi- 
pal female singer in an opera. 2. a vain person who 
changes moods often and who expects special treatment: 
The team was a burich of prima donnas. See -PRIM-. 

Priema fa-ci-e (pri/moa fa/shé @/, fa/shé, fā/shə, pré/-) 
‘pray'mo feyfSiy,iy, 'feyfiy, 'feyfa, 'priy-/ adv. 1. at first 
view; before investigation: He seemed to beliave, at least 
prima facie, exactly like a murderer. —adj. (before a 
noun] 2. obvious; self-evident. 3. being enough to estab- 
lish a fact: prima facie evidence. See -PRIM-, -FACE-. 

primal (prifmal) /'praymal/ adj. [before a nour] first; 
original; primeval. See -PRIM-. 

primarily (pri mar/a lē, -mer/-, primer ə lē, -mər ə-) 
/pray'mearaliy, -'mer-, 'praymeroliy, -mərə-/ adv. essen- 
tially; chiefly: Their income is primarily frorn farming. 

Prisemarry (primer ē, -mə rē) /'praymeriy, -məriy/ adj., 
n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. first in rank or importance; chief: 
one’s pritnary goal in life. 2. (before a nour) first in or- 
der in any series, etc.; first in time; earliest. 3. [before a 
noun) of or relating to a primary school: the primary 
grades. 4. (before a noun) being of the simplest or most 
basic order of its or their kind: a primary constituent in a 
sentence. —1. [count] 5. something first in order or im- 
portance. 6. a preliminary election in which voters of 
each political party nominate candidates for office, etc., 
who then run for office in another, larger election: After a 
hard-fought primary, lie lost the general election. See 
-PRIM-. 

pri/mary school’, n. an elementary school, esp. one 
covering the first three or four grades and sometimes 
Kindergarten: [count]: two new primary scliools to be 
built in the area. [noncount): graduated from primary 
school and werit on to middle school. 

primary stress’, n. [noncount] the principal or 
strongest degree of stress in a word or phrase, indicated 
in this dictionary by the mark (7). Compare SECONDARY 
STRESS. 

priimate (prifmat or, esp. for I -mit) /‘praymeyt or, 
esp. for 1 -mW n. [court] 1. a bishop ranking first 
among the bishops of a province or country. 2. a mam- 
mal of a group that includes humans, apes, monkeys, 
and lemurs. See -PRIM-. 

prime (prim) /praym/ adj, n., v., primed, prim-ing. 
—adj. 1. of the first importance: a prime requisite. 2. of 
the greatest significance; very typical: a prime example of 
how he cheats. 3. of the greatest commercial value: They 
bought some prime building lots. 4. first-rate. 5. (of 
meat) of the highest grade or best quality: prime ribs of 
beef. 6. first in order of time, existence, or development: 
God, the prime mover. 7. basic; fundamental: a prime 
axiom. —n. [count; singular) 8. the most flourishing 
stage or state: an atlilete in his prime. 9. the time of 
early manhood or womanhood: the prime of youth. 10. 
the choicest or best part of anything. 11. prime rate. 12. 
Mathematics. PRIME NUMBER. —v. [~ + obj] 13. to pre- 
pare for a particular purpose, as by supplying (someone 
or oneself) with information, etc.: He primed Himself for 
the meeting by reviewing his figures. 14. to supply (a 
firearm) with powder for igniting a charge. 15. to pour or 
admit liquid into (a pump) so as to push out air and pre- 
pare for action. 16. to put fuel into (a carburetor) before 
starting an engine. 17. to cover (a surface) with an un- 
dercoat of paint or the like: to prime a wall before paint- 
ing it. —-Idiom. 18. prime the pump, a. to increase 
government spending to stimulate the economy. b. to 
support the operation or improvement of something. See 
-PRIM-. 

prime’ meridian, n. (count; usually: tie + ~) the 
meridian running through Greenwich, England, from 
which longitude east and west is figured. 

prime’ min/ister, n. [count] the head of government 
and the head of the cabinet in parliamentary systems. 

prime’ num/ber, n. [count] a positive integer that is 
not divisible without remainder by any integer except it- 
self and 1. 

prim-er’ (prim/ar) /'primər/ n. [count] 1. an elementary 
book for teaching children to read. 2. any book of ele- 
mentary principles. 

prim-er? (pri/mar) /'praymər/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that primes. 2. a small explosive designed to ignite 
a larger one. 3. a first coat of paint, applied to any sur- 
face as a base, sealer, etc. See -PRIM-. 

prime’ rate’, n. (court; usually: the + ~) the mini- 
mum interest rate charged by a commercial bank on 
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short-term business loans to large, best-rated customers 
or corporations. Also called prime, prime’ in/terest 
rate’, prime’ lending rate’. 

prime’ time’, n. [moncount] the weekday evening 
hours, thought of as having the largest television audi- 
ence of the day: a show not appropriate for prime time. 

Prieme-val or prismae-val (pri mé/val) /pray'miyvol/ 
adj. of or relating to the first or earliest age or ages, esp. 
of the world; primordial: primeval forms of life. See 
-PRIM-, 

prim-i-tive (prinvi tiv) /‘primitiv/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] being the first or earliest of its kind or in existence: 
primitive fornis of life. 2. [before a noun) early in the his- 
tory of the world or of humankind: primitive toolmaking. 
3. not showing the effects of civilization; simple or crude: 
primitive passions. —n. [count] 4. someone or some- 
thing primitive. See -PRIM-. 

priemo-gen-i-tor (pri/ma jen/i tar) /,praymoa'd3enitar/ n. 
[court] an ancestor. See -PRIM-, -GEN-. 

priemoredieal (pri mor/dé al) /pray'mordiyal/ adj. [before 
a noun) existing at the very beginning; original: primor- 
dial forms of life. See -PRIM-, -ORD-. 

primp (primp) /primp/ v. to dress or groom (oneself) 
with care: [no obj]: He stood before the mirror primpirig. 
[~ + oneself: She stood before the mirror primping 
herself carefully. 

primerose (prim/rdz’) /‘prim,rowz/ n. 1. (count) a plant 
with showy, five-lobed flowers in a variety of colors, esp. 
one having yellow flowers that opens at night. 2. [non- 
count] pale yellow. —adj. 3. of a pale yellow. 

prince (prins) /prins/ n. (count) 1. a male member of a 
royal family who is not ruling: one of seven princes wait- 
ing for the king to die. [as part of a title, before a name]: 
Prince Ladislav. 2. (in Great Britain) a son of the king or 
queen, or a son of the son of a king or queen. 3. the 
ruler of a small state or country, as Monaco. 4. one who 
is the best example in its class of some noun mentioned: 
a merchant prince. 5. an admirable person: He was a 
real prince: showing her the sights and driving her home. 
See -PRIM-. 

Princeely (prins/lé) /‘prinsliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. 
splendid; magnificent; lavish: a princely sum. 2. of or re- 
lating to a prince; royal; noble. —prince/lieness, n. 
(noncount] See -PRIN-. 

Prinecess (prin’sis, -ses, prin ses’) /'prinsis, -ses, 
prin'ses/ n. [count] 1. a female member of a royal family 
who is not ruling: one of seven princesses in line to the 
throne. [as part of a title, before a namie]: Princess Kris- 
tiana. 2. the wife of a prince. 3. (in Great Britain) a 
daughter of the king or queen; the daughter of a son of 
the king or queen. 4. a woman or girl thought of or 
treated as a princess: a middle-class Americar princess. 
—adj. (before a noun] 5. Also, prin’cesse. (of a woman's 
dress) styled with a close-fitting top and flared skirt, cut 
in single pieces from shoulder to hem. See -PRIM-. 

Prin-ciepal (prin’sa pal) /'prinsapal/ adj. [before a noun) 
l. first in rank, value, etc.; chief; foremost. —r. 2. 
[count] a chief or head. 3. [count] the head of a school 
or, esp. in England, a college. 4. [count] a chief actor or 
performer: The principals are supported by a great cast. 
5. a sum of money, not counting interest or profit on it: 
[noncount): trying to pay off at least part of the principal. 
(count; usually singular): a principal of about $20,000. 6. 
[count] each of the competitors or participants in a con- 
test, as distinguished from their supporters. See -PRIM-. 

Prin-ciepaleiety (prin’sa pali tē) /,prinsa'pelitiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. a country or state ruled by a prince. 
See -PRIM-. 

Prin-eci-epalely (prin’sa pə lē, -sip lē) /'prinsapoliy, 
-sipliy/ adv. chiefly; mainly; especially: principally iri- 
volved in the cover-up. See -PRIM-, 

prin-ci-ple (prin’sa pal) /'‘prinsapal/ n. 1. [count] a fun- 
damental law that describes how a thing moves, works, 
or acts: te principles of nioderr physics. 2. a personal 
basic rule by which one lives: [count]: to stick to your 
principles and be honest arid forthright. (noriconnt): a 
man of principle. 3. (count) the method of operating re- 
flected or used in a certain instance: a family organized 
ou the patriarchal principle. — Idiom. 4. in principle, 
basically; fundamentally: He favors the plan in principle. 
5. on principle, according to rules for right conduct: / 
refused to support her candidacy ou principle. See -PRIM-. 

Prin-ci-pled (prin’sa pald) /'prinsspald/ adj. based on 
rules of right conduct: took a principled staid. See 
-PRIM-. 

print (print) /print/ v. 1. to produce (marks, etc.) by 
pressing plates, blocks, etc., to paper or other material: 


-pris-, root. 
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[~ + obj]: This computer printer prints 100 Characters 
per second. (no obj): Can it print in color? 2. [~ + obj) 
to publish in printed form: The newspaper refused to 
print the story. 3. to write in letters like those commonly 
used in print: [~ + obj]: Please print your name at the 
top. [no obj]: Please print clearly. 4. [~ + obj] to pro- 
duce (a pattern, etc.), as by pressure on cloth: a printed 
Japanese kimono. 5. [~ + obj] Photography. to produce 
a positive picture from (a negative): How much will it cost 
to print this negative? 6. print out, Computers. to pro- 
duce (data) in printed form: [~ + ont + obj): Print out 
the spreadsheet and hand it in. [~ + obj + out): Print 
the essay out and hand it in with your disk. —n. 7. [non- 
count] printed lettering, esp. with reference to style or 
size: Use bold print to emphasize your words. 8. (non- 
count) printed material: There they were, right in print, 
his very words for all to see. 9. [count] a picture, etc., 
printed from an engraved block, plate, etc.: Several of 
the artist's best prints were hung on the wall. 10. [count] 
a fingerprint: Your prints were found on the weapon. 11. 
[count] a design or pattern on cloth made by dyeing, 
weaving, or printing with engraved rollers, etc. 12. 
[count] a photograph, esp. a positive made from a nega- 
tive: The prints had come out blurry. —adj. [before a 
noun) 13. of or relating to newspapers and magazines: 
the print media. —Idiom. 14. in print, (of a book or 
the like) still available for purchase from the publisher. 
15. out of print, (of a book or the like) no longer availa- 
ble for purchase from the publisher. 

print-a-ble (prin’ta bal) /‘printabal/ adj. 1. that can be 
printed. 2. suitable for printing; not causing offense: His 
remarks were not printable. 

print-er (prin/tar) /‘printar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
company in the business of printing. 2. a machine used 
for printing. 3. a computer output device that produces a 
paper copy of data or graphics: Be sure your printer is 
properly connected to the computer. 

print-ing (prin’ting) /‘printig/ n. 1. [noncount] the skill, 
process, or business of producing books, etc., by printing 
from movable types, etc. 2. [count usually singular) the 
total number of copies of a publication printed at one 
time: a first printing of 3000 copies. 3. [noncount] writ- 
ing in which the letters resemble printed ones: The first 
graders studied printing. 

print/ing press’, n. [count] a machine for printing on 
paper or from type, etc. 

Print-out (print/out’) /'print,awt/ n. computer output 
produced by a printer: [count]: Be sure to include a 
printout of your work. (noncount): the quality of printout. 

prior! (pri/ar) /'prayar/ adj. [before a noun] 1. coming 
before another; earlier: a prior commitment. 2. greater 
in importance: a prior claim on his time. —Idiom. 3. 
prior to, coming before; preceding; before: Prior to this 
job she had worked in Austria. See -PRiM-. 

prior? (pri/ar) /‘prayar/ n. [count] a monk in a monas- 
tery who is ranked next below an abbot. 

prieor-ess (pri/ar is) /‘prayoris/ n. (count) a woman in a 
convent or abbey who is ranked next below an abbess. 

Pri-oreistize (pri Or/i tiz’, -or’-) /pray'ori,tayz, -'pr-/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. 1. to arrange or do in order of 
priority: First let's prioritize the remaining tasks. 2. to as- 
sign a high priority to: prioritized shipments of food to 
the refugees. See -PRIM-. 

Privoreiety (pri Or/i tē, -or/-) /pray'oritiy, -'pr-/ n, pl. 
-ties. 1. (rroncount] the right to precede in order, rank, 
etc.; precedence: Soldiers who are badly wounded have 
priority over those with miinor wounds. 2. [count] some- 
thing given or meriting special or prior attention: a top 
priority. See -PRIN-. 

Prieoery (pria rē) /'prayariy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a reli- 
gious house run by a prior or prioress. 

-pris- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “grasp; take hold; 
seize.” It is related to the root -PREHEND-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: APPRISE, COMPRISE, ENTERPRISE, 
PRISON, PRIZE, REPRISAL, REPRISE, SURPRISE. 

prism (priz7am) /‘prizam/ n. (count) 1. Optics. a trans- 
parent solid object used for breaking up light into a spec- 
trum of colors. 2. Geornetry. a solid having parallel ba- 
ses and parallel sides. —prisemateic (priz mat/ik) 
/priz'mitik/ adj. 

pris-on (priz’an) /‘prizon/ n. 1. (court) a place for keep- 
ing people accused of a crime and awaiting trial, or for 
keeping prisoners. 2. [nonconrnt] imprisonment: thirty 
years in prison. 3. [count] any place or state of confine- 
ment. See -PRIS-. 

priseon-er (priz’a ner, priz/nar) /‘prizanor, ‘priznar/ n. 


587 


prissy to probe 


ST IA I I I I a aaanaaaamaaħe 


[count] 1. one kept in prison or kept in custody, esp. as 
the result of legal process or during a war: an exchange 
of prisoners after the armistice. 2. a person or thing kept 
in restraint: a prisoner of his own dreams. Sec -PRIS-. 

prisesy (pris’é) /'prisiy/ adj, -si-er, -si-est. overly 
proper, too carefully correct and fussy; prim. —pris-si-ly 
(Prisa lē) /‘prisoliy/ adv. —pris’si-ness, n. [nonconnt) 

pris-tine (pris/tén, pri stén’) /'pristiyn, pri'stiyn/ adj. 
having its original purity; not corrupted or made dirty: 
the pristine beauty of the ancient forest. See -PRIM-. 

-Priv-, root. -priv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “separated; apart; restricted.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: DEPRIVATION, DEPRIVE, PRIVACY, PRI- 
VATE, PRIVATION, PRIVILEGE, PRIVY, UNDERPRIVILEGED. 

pri-va-cy (pri/va sé) /'prayvasiy/ n. [noncount] the state 
of being private: He had no privacy when he was growing 
up. See -PRIV-. 

private (pri/vit) /'prayvit/ adj. 1. [before a noun) be- 
longing to some particular person or persons: private 
property. 2. [before a noun} of or relating to a particular 
person or a small group of persons: for your private en- 
Joyment, 3. intended only for the person or persons con- 
cerned; personal: a private paper. 4. [before a nonn] not 
holding public office or employment; not of an official or 
public character: private citizens. 5. [before a noun) 
working as an independent agent: a private detective. 6. 
not open to the general public: a private beach. 7. pre- 
ferring privacy: She's a very private person. 8. [before a 
noun) not funded by public sources or agencies: a smalt, 
private Catholic school —n. [count] 9. a soldier of the 
lowest enlisted ranks. 10. privates, PRIVATE PARTS. 
—Idiom. 11. in private, not publicly; secretly: We met 
in private. —pri/vate-ly, adv.: Publicly she said one 
thing, but privately she went around saying just the op- 
posite. See -PRIV-. 

Pri-va-teer (pri/va tér’) /,prayvoa'tior/ n. [count] 1. a 
privately owned ship hired to fight or bother enemy 
ships. 2. the captain or a crew member of such a vessel. 
See -PRIV-. 

pri/vate eye’, n. [count] Informal. a private detective. 
See -PRIV-. 

pri/vate parts’, n. [plural the sex organs. 

pri-va-tion (pri va’shan) /pray'veyfon/ n. 1. [nonconnt) 
lack of the usual comforts or necessary things of life. 2. 
[count] an instance of this. See -eriv-. 

Priv-et (priv/it) /‘privit/ n. [count] an evergreen shrub 
commonly grown as a hedge. 

Priv-irlege (priv/a lij, priv/lij) /privolid3, 'privlid3/ n. 1. 
[noncount) a special right or exemption granted to per- 
sons in authority that frees them from certain obligations: 
The president claimed executive privitege. 2. [noncount] 
the principle or condition of enjoying special rights or ad- 
vantages: a life of wealth and privilege. 3. (count) a right 
or advantage that one enjoys, as because of a job: had 
special parking privileges for as long as she wanted 
them. 4. [count] an advantage or source of pleasure 
granted to a person: Its my privilege to be here. See 
-PRIV-, -LEG-. 

Priv-isleged (priv/a lijd, priv/lijd) /‘privalid3d, 'privlid3d/ 
adj. 1. belonging to a class that enjoys privileges. 2. re- 
stricted to a select group or an individual: priviteged in- 
formation. 3. Law. (of statements or communications) 
confidential; protected from prosecution for libel or slan- 
der, Or from being used or subpoenaed as evidence in 
court. See -PRIV-, -LEG-. 

privey (priv’é) /'priviy/ adj., -ieer, -i-est, n., pi -priv-ies. 
—adj. [be + ~ + to] 1. having the knowledge of some- 
thing private or secret: Many people were privy to the 
plot. —n. 2. OUTHOUSE. See -PRIV-. 

priv’y coun/cil, n. [count] a board or select body of 
personal advisers, as those of a king or queen. 

prize’ (priz) /prayz/ n. 1. a reward for victory, as in a 
contest or competition: [count]: She won a prize for her 
science exhibit. [nonconnt; usually with some word indi- 
cating rank): She won first prize in the science exhibit. 2. 
[count] something won in a lottery or the like. 3. [count] 
anything that one tries to achieve or gain; something 
much valued: He thought of her as a prize to be won. 
—adj. [before a noun) 4. having won a prize: a prize 
play. 5. worthy of a prize: his prize coltection of stamps. 
6. given or awarded as a prize: prize money. 7. (used 
before a noun to express the opinion that something is a 
perfect or typical example of that noun): That was one of 
his prize blinders. 

prize? (priz) /prayz/ v. [~ + obj), prized, priz-ing. to 
value (something) highly. See -eris-. 

prize-fight or prize fight, (priz/fit’) /'prayz,fayt/ n. 


[count] a professional boxing match. —prize/fight/er, 
n. [connt) 

pro! (prō) /prow/ adv., adj., n., pl pros. —adv. 1. in fa- 
vor of an idea, proposal, etc. — adj. favorable: the pro 
side of the argument. —n. (count) 2. the argument, posi- 
tion, or voter for something: the pros and cons. Compare 
CON'. 

pro? (pro) /prow/ adj., n., pt pros. —adj. 1. profes- 
sional: He turned pro last year. —n. [count] 2. a profes- 
sional: She's a reat pro; she won't let you down. 

pro-', prefix. 1. pro- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “forward, forward movement or location; ad- 
vancement”: proceed; progress; prominent; promote; 
Propose. 2. pro- is also attached to roots and words and 
means “bringing into existence”: procreate; produce. 3. 
pro- is also attached to roots and words and means “in 
place of’: pronoun. 4. pro- is also used to form adjec- 
tives that have the meaning “favoring the group, 
interests, course of action, etc., named by the noun; call- 
ing for the interests named by the noun”: pro- + choice 
~ pro-choice (= in favor of allowing a choice to be 
made regarding abortions); pro- + war ~ prowar (= in 
favor of fighting a war). 

pro-’, prefix. 1. pro- comes from Greek, and has the 
meaning “before, beforehand, in front of’: proboscis; 
Prognosis; prophylactic; prothesis. 2. pro- is also at- 
tached to a word and means “primitive or early form”: 
prodrug; prosimian. 

-prob-, root. -prob- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “prove.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: APPROBATION, IMPROBABLE, OPPROBRIOUS, OPPROBRIUM, 
PROBABILITY, PROBABLE, PROBABLY, PROBATE, PROBATION, 
PROBE, PROBITY, REPROBATE. See -PROV-. 

prob., an abbreviation of: 1. probable. 2. probably. 3. 
problem. 

probea-bil-iety (prob/a bii tē) /,proba'bilitiy/ n., pi 
-ties. 1. [noncomnt] the quality or fact of being probable: 
little probability of success. 2. [count] a probable event, 
circumstance, etc.: t's a reat probability that he'll be ree- 
lected. 3. Statistics. the possibility or chance that an 
event will occur, expressed by the number of occurrences 
that actually happen divided by the total number of pos- 
sible occurrences: [count]: a probability of fifty percent 
for the coin to land heads np. [noncount): a math prob- 
lem in probability. —Idiom. 4. in all probability, very 
probably; quite likely: The factory wilt in alt probability be 
Shut down by next year. See -PROB-. 

prob-a-ble (prob/a bal) /'probabal/ adj. 1. likely to occur 
or prove true: a probable defeat. 2. [it + be + ~ + that 
clause] having more evidence for something than against 
it: Atthough anything is possible, it is more probable that 
he'lt recover completely. 3. [before a noun) likely to be 
or become: the probable successor to the throne. See 
-PROB-. 

prob-a-bly (prob’a blē) /'probabliy/ adv. (used to ex- 
press the opinion that what is said is very likely to come 
true or be true, but that it is not certain): // probably see 
her tomorrow. See -PROB-. 

pro-bate (pro/bat) /’prowbcyt/ n., adj., v., -bat-ed, -bat- 
ing. —n. [noncount) 1. the process or procedure of offi- 
cially proving that a will is authentic in a court. —adj. 
[before a noun) 2. of or relating to this process, or to the 
court where it takes place. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to prove 
that (a will) is valid. See -PRoB-. 

pro-ba-tion (prd ba’shan) /prow'beyfan/ n. [nonconnt] 
1. the status or period of trial for a student who has fail- 
ing marks or bad behavior: He was put on probation for 
assaulting another student. 2. the status of a convicted 
offender who has been allowed to go free under the su- 
pervision of a probation officer: The courts released him 
on probation. —pro-ba/tion-al, adj. See -PROB-. 

pro-ba-tion-ar-y (pro ba’sha ner/é) /prow'beyfa,neriy/ 
adj. (before a noun} 1. being in a State of academic pro- 
bation: a probationary student. 2. of or relating to con- 
victed offenders who are on probation: probationary 
corrections officers. 3. of or relating to the period or time 
of probation: a probationary period of one year. See 
-PROB-. 

pro-ba-tion-er (pro ba/sha nar) /prow'beyfanar/ n. 
[count] a person undergoing probation. See -PROB-. 

proba/tion of/ficer, n. [count] an officer who investi- 
gates and reports on the conduct of criminal offenders 
who are On probation. 

probe (prob) /prowb/ v., probed, prob-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
examine with or as if with a probe: [~ + obj]: The doctor 
probed the wound carefully before removing the bullet. 
[No obj]: She probed carefully into the wound. 2. to 
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search into or examine thoroughly: [~ + obj): He probed 
his conscience to figure out what he should do. (no obj): 
The econornist probed into the problemi. —r. (count) 3. 
a slender surgical instrument for exploring the depth or 
direction of a wound, sinus, or the like: inserting a probe 
into the wound. 4. any slender device inserted into 
something in order to explore or examine: A probe was 
pushed slowly into the reactor core to determine how 
nuch radioactivity had been released. 5. an investigation 
of suspected illegal activity: promised a probe into the 
scandat. 6. a satellite sent into space to examine 
conditions and report back; a space probe. See -PROB-. 

pro-bi-ty (prō/bi tē, prob/i-) /‘prowbitiy, ‘probi-/ n. 
[noncount] complete honesty; integrity; uprightness: 
questions aimed at testing the probity of the witness. See 
-PROB-. 

prob-lem (prob/lam) /'problom/ nu. [count] 1. any ques- 
tion or matter involving doubt or difficulty: Has financial 
anc emotional problents. 2. a statement requiring a so- 
lution, usually by means of mathematical operations: 
simple problems it addition. —adj. [before a nonn) 3. 
unwilling to cooperate; unruly: a problem child. 
—Idiom. 4. no problem, (is used to express the speak- 
er's willingness to do something): “Can you come to the 
meeting tontorrow?” —“No problem.” 

prob-lem-at-ic (prob/la mat/ik) /,problo'metik/ also 
prob/lem-at/i-cal, adj. of the nature of a problem; 
doubtful: a probleniatic rise in nmemploynient rates. 

pro bo-no or pro-boeno (prd/ bō/nō) /,prow’ bownow/ 
adj. done or donated without charge; free: pro bono le- 
gal services. 

pro-bos-cis (pro bos/is, -kis) /prow'bnsis, -kis/ n. 
[cont], ph -bos-cisses, -bos-ciedes (-bos/i déz’) 
/-'bnsi,diyz/. 1. the long, flexible nose of certain animals, 
as of an elephant. 2. any long part that sticks out on the 
head of certain insects or worms, used for feeding or for 
sensing food. 3. (humorous) the human nose, esp. when 
large. 

pro-ce-dureal (pra sé/jar al) /pra'siyd3oral/ adj. of or 
relating to a procedure: The problem is simply a proce- 
durat matter. See -CEDE-. 

pro-ce-dure (pra sé/jar) /pro'siyd3ar/ n. any established 
way for doing something, or for conducting business: 
[count]: Getting a license should be a siniple procedure. 
[nonconnt). H you fait to follow correct procedure, your 
payments will be delayed. See -CEDE-. 

pro-ceed (v. pra séd/; n. pro/séd) / v. pro’siyd; n. 
‘prowsiyd/ v. 1. [no obj] to move or go forward or on- 
ward, esp. after stopping: The suspect then proceeded 
down Broadway and turned left at 23rd Street. 2. [no 
obj; often: ~ + with + obj) to carry on or continue any 
action already started: Proceed with your meeting atid 
pretend I'm not here. 3. [~ + to + verb] to go on to do 
something: He proceeded to telt us the whole sad story. 
4. proceed against, [~ + against + obj) to start a legal 
action. 5. proceed from, [~ + from + obj] to arise, 
start, or result from: Let's proceed froni the assumption 
that she meant you no harm. —u. proceeds, [plural] 6. 
the total amount or profit made from a sale or other 
business activity: She donated the proceeds of the auc- 
tion to charity. See -CEED-. 

pro-ceed-ings (pra sé@/dingz) /proa'siydinz/ n. [plural 
1. a series of activities or events. 2. a record of the busi- 
ness discussed at a meeting. 3. legal action, esp. as Car- 
ried on in a court of law. See -CEDE-. 

proc-ess (pros/es) /'proses/ n., pl. proc-ess-es (pros’es- 
iz, -Ə siz, -Ə Séz’) /'prnsesiz, -d81Z, -3,siyz/ v. —. [count] 
1. a series of actions aimed at accomplishing some re- 
sult: a process for hontogenizing milk. 2. a continuous 
action, operation, or series of changes taking place in a 
definite manner: tre process of decay. 3. course or pass- 
ing, as of time: itt the process of moving his office. —v. 
[~ + obj] 4. to treat or prepare (raw materials or the 
like) by some process, as in manufacturing: The factory 
processes the fibers and miakes cotton sheets. 5. to han- 
dle (persons, papers, etc.) according to a regular proce- 
dure: The passport office processes thonsarids of appli- 
cations. 6. to accept, handle, and organize (data), esp. 
electronically: The coniputer can process thousands of 
bits of inforniation. —adj. [before a noun) 7. prepared or 
modified by a special process: processed food. 
—Idiom. 8. in the process, at the same time (as); si- 
multaneously: Our bonibing niission was a success, bit 
int thle process we lost over severity aircraft. See -cess-. 
pro-ces-sion (pro sesh’an) /pra'sefon/ nu. 1. the act of 
moving along or proceeding in an orderly manner, and 
in a formal and ceremonious way: [Coit]: a bridat pro- 
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cession. [noncount; in + ~): marching in procession. 2. 
[count] a line or body of persons, vehicles, etc., moving 
along in such a manner: a funeral procession. —v. [no 
obj) 3. to go in procession. See -CcESs-. 

pro-ces-sioneal (pra sesh’a nl) /pra'sefanl/ adj. [before 
a noun) 1. of or relating to a procession: the proces- 
sional route. —n. [count] 2. a piece of music for accom- 
panying a procession. See -CESS-. 

proc-esesor or proc-ess-er (proses ar) /‘prosesar/ n. 
[count] 1. a person or thing that processes: a food proc- 
essor. 2. a computer. 

pro-choice or pro-choice (prd chois’) /prow'tfoys/ 
adj. supporting or calling for the right to legalized abor- 
tion: a pro-clioice candidate. —pro-choic/er, n. [count] 

pro-claim (prd kiam/, pra-) /prow'kleym, prə-/ v. to de- 
clare in an official public manner: [~ + obj): to proclaim 
a great victory. [~ + that clause): The dictator pro- 
claimed that all the political prisoners could go free. See 
-CLAIM-. 

proc-la-mastion (prok/la ma/shan) /,proklo'meyfon/ n. 
1. [nonconnt] the act of proclaiming: by proclamation. 2. 
[count] something proclaimed: a proclamation of inde- 
pendence, See -CLAIM-. 

pro-cliveisty (pro kliv/i tē) /prow'klivitiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ties. natural tendency, as to do or behave in a certain 
way; predisposition: a proclivity to be a bit bossy. 

pro-cras:ti-nate (prō kras/tə nāt, prə-) 
/prow'kresto,neyt, pro-/ v. [no obj), -nat-ed, -nat-ing. to 
put off action until some later time: He procrastinated so 
long that the opportunity was lost. —pro-cras-ti-na-tion 
(pro kras/ta na/shen, pra-) /prow,kresta'neyfon, prə-/ n. 
[noncount]) —pro-cras/tiena/tor, n. [count 

pro-cre-ate (prd/kré at’) /'prowkriy,cyt/ v., -at-ed, -at- 
ing. to generate (offspring or young): [no obj): Human 
beings need to procreate. [~ + obj): to procreate off- 
spring. —pro-cre-astion (pro/kre a/shoen) 
/ prowkriy'eyfan/ n. (nonconnt): The primary purpose of 
sex was procreation. —pro/creea/tive, adj.: procreative 
tendencies. 

proc-tor (prok/tar) /'proktər/ n. [count] 1. one whose 
job is to keep watch over students during examinations. 
—yv. 2. to supervise or monitor: [~ + obj]: fo proctor the 
exam. [no obj): to proctor during the exam. 
proc-uera-tor (prok/ye ra/tar) /‘prokya,reytor/ n. [count] 
(in ancient Rome) any of various agents with fiscal or ad- 
ministrative powers granted by the emperor, esp. in a 
province. See -CURA-. 

pro-cure (pro kyddr’, pra-) /prow'kyor, prə-/ v., -cured, 
-cur-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to obtain (something) by care or 
effort: to procure secret documents. 2. to obtain (a per- 
son) for prostitution: [~ + obj): procuring young prosti- 
tutes. [no obj): arrested for procuring. —pro-cur/a-ble, 
adj. —pro-cure/ment, 1. [monconnt]: checking govern- 
ment procurement contracts. —pro-cur/er, n. [count] 

prod (prod) /prod/ v., prod-ded, prod-ding, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to jab with something pointed: to prod the cattle 
along. 2. to incite as if by poking; nag; goad: /f those it- 
sults don't prod him into action, what wilt? —n. [connt] 
3. the act of prodding; a poke or jab. 4. any of various 
pointed instruments used to force someone or some ani- 
mal to move along: a cattle prod. 

prod-i-gal (prod/i gal) /‘prndigal/ adj. 1. wasteful in 
spending money unwisely. —n. [count] 2. one who 
spends money recklessly. —prod-i-gal-iety (prod/i gal/- 
i tē) /,prodi'gahtiy/ n. [nonconnt] 

pro-di-gious (pra dij/əs) /pro'did3zas/ adj. 1. extraordi- 
nary in size, amount, etc.: a prodigious amount of re- 
search. 2. causing admiration: a prodigious feat. —pro- 
di’gioussly, adv. 

prod-i-gy (prod/i jé) /'prodid3iy/ nu. (count), pl -gies. a 
person, esp. a child, having extraordinary talent: a musi- 
cal prodigy. 

pro-duce (v. pra dds’, -dydds’; n. prod/d0s, -yoos, 
pro/doos, -dydos) / v. pra'duws, -'dyuws; n. 'produws, 
-yuws, 'prowduws, -dyuws/ v., -duced, -duc-ing, n. —v. 
1. [~ + obj] to cause to exist; give rise to: The reactor 
produces steanı. 2. [~ + obj] to bring into existence by 
the mind or by creative ability: to produce a great paint- 
ing. 3. to make or manufacture: [~ + obj]: fo produce 
automobiles for export. [to obj). The new auto plait is 
not ready to produce yet. 4 [~ + obj] to give birth to; 
bear: The feniale sheep produces lambs in the spring. 5. 
to furnish or supply; yield: [~ + obj]: a mine that pro- 
duces silver, [no obj): That oit welt is no longer produc- 
ing. 6. [~ + obj) to present; exhibit: He produced his 
credentials. 7. [~ + obj] to bring (a play, etc.) before the 
public: produced several network TV shows. —n. prod. 
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uce, [nonconrnt] 8. agricultural products thought of as a 
group, esp. vegetables and fruits: The farmers sell pro- 
duce from the back of their trucks. See -puc-. 
pro-duc-er (pra dod/sar, -dyoo’-) /pra'duwsor, -'dyuw-/ 
n. [count] 1. a person, group, etc., that makes or sup- 
plies something for another: The Middle East is an im- 
portant oil producer. 2. one in charge of bringing a play, 
etc., before the public: worked as an executive producer 
for that news show. See -puc-. 
prod-uct (prod/akt, -ukt) /‘prodakt, -akt/ u. [count] 1. a 
thing produced by labor: farm products. 2. all the goods 
or services that a company produces: the gross national 
product. 3. a person or thing thought of as resulting 
from a process: She was a product of the 60's. 4. Matlı. 
the result of multiplying two or more numbers together. 
See -Duc-. 
pro-duc-tion (pra duk/shan) /pra'dakfon/ m. 1. [non- 
count] the act of producing: improved methods of pro- 
duction. 2. [count] something produced; a product. 3. 
[noncount] the total amount produced: Factory output 
and production are down. 4. [count] a situation or activ- 
ity that has been made complicated or difficult for no 
good reason: That child makes a big production out of 
going to bed every night. See -ouc-. 
pro-ducetive (pra duk/tiv) /pro'daktiv/ adj. 1. that pro- 
duces a large amount: a very productive writer. 2. pro- 
ducing a useful result: a very productive meeting. —proe 


duc/tive-ly, adv. —pro-duc/tive-ness, n. [noncourtt] 
See -puc-. 
pro-duc-tivei-ty (prd/dak tiv/i tē, prod/ak-) /,prowd- 


ok'tivitty, ,prodak-/ rt. [noncount] the degree to which a 
person, company, etc., is able to produce efficiently: De- 
creases in productivity inevitably lead to declining profits. 
See -puc-. 

prof (prof) /prof/ n. [count] Informal. professor. 

Prof., an abbreviation of: Professor. 

pro-fane (pra fan’, pro-) /pra'feyn, prow-/ adj, v., 
-faned, -fan-ing. —adj. 1. showing disrespect toward 
God or sacred things; blasphemous. 2. not devoted to 
holy purposes. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to misuse (anything sa- 
cred or holy); defile; debase. —prof-a-na-tion (prof/a- 
na/’shan) /,profa'neyfon/ rt. [noncount] —pro-fane/ly, 
adv. —pro-fane/ness, n. [noncourtt] 

pro-fanei-ty (pra fan/i tē, prō-) /pro'fanitiy, prow-/ n., 
pl. -ties. 1. [noncount) the quality of being profane; ir- 
reverence, 2. irreverent speech: [noncount): a book full 
of profanity. [count]: shouting profanities and insults. 

pro-fess (pra fes/) /pra'fes/ v. 1. to claim to have, be, or 
feel (something), often insincerely; pretend to have: [~ + 
obj): professed regret at what he called “this unfortunate 
incident.” [~ + to + verb]: He professed to respect hu- 
man rigitts, but he was quick to deny them wlien it suited 
lim. 2. [~ + obj) to declare openly; announce; affirm: 
He professed his complete satisfaction with your product. 
3. [~ + obj] to affirm one’s faith in (a religion, God, 
etc.): fo profess Cliristianity. See -FESS-. 

pro-fessed (pra fest’) /pra'fest/ adj. [before a noun) 
claiming to have or be (the noun mentioned): a pro- 
fessed atlieist. See -FESS-. 

pro-fes-sion (pra fesh’an) /pra'fefan/ n. 1. [count] an 
occupation requiring a great deal of education or special- 
ized training. 2. any occupation, form of employment, or 
business: [count]: an interesting profession. [noncount; 
by + ~]: a teacher by profession. 3. [noncount] the 
group of persons working in such an occupation: thinks 
the medical profession is greatly overpaid. 4. (count) the 
declaring of one’s belief in religion or a faith. See -Fess-. 

pro-fes-sion-al (pra fesh’a nl) /pra'fefanl/ adj. 1. [be- 
fore a noun) engaged in an occupation as a means of 
earning a livelihood: a professional soldier; a profes- 
sional musician. 2. relating to a profession: a profes- 
sional license. 3. appropriate to a profession: showing 
professional objectivity; He's too professional io let his 
personal feelings interfere with lis work. 4. [before a 
noun] of or for a professional person or such a person's 
place of business: a professional apartment. 5. (before a 
noun) done by a professional; expert; of a high standard: 
professional advice. 6. [before a noun] making a con- 
stant practice of something: A salesman has to be a pro- 
fessional optimist. —n. [count] 7. a member of a profes- 
sion. 8. a person who earns a living in a sport or other 
occupation that is frequently engaged in by amateurs. 
—pro-fes/sion-al-ly, adv. See -FESS-. 
pro-fes-sion-al-ism (pra fesh’a nl iz’am) 
/pra‘fefonlizam/ n. [noncount] professional character, 
Spirit, or methods. See -FESS-. 

pro-fes-sor (pra fes’ar) /pra'fesar/ n. [count] 1. a col- 
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lege or university teacher of the highest academic rank in 
a particular branch of learning. [before a namie]: Profes- 
sor Jolin Doe. 2. any teacher who has the rank of profes- 
sor, as an associate professor or assistant professor. [be- 
fore a name]: Professor Jane Doe. —pro/fes-so/ri-al, 
adj. See -FESS-. 

prof-fer (proffar) /'profər/ v. to put before a person for 
acceptance; offer: [~ + obj]: He proffered lis hand, but I 
refused to slake it. [~ + obj + to + obj): Ile proffered 
his land to me. [~ + obj + obj]: He proffered me his 
land. See -FER-. 

pro-fiecient (pra fish’ant) /pra'frfont/ adj. fully skilled in 
any art, science, or subject; competent: a proficient 
swinuner, —pro-fi/cien-cy (pra fish’an sé) /pra'fifonsiy/ 
n. [noncount] —pro-fi/cient-ly, adv. See -FEC-. 

pro-file (profil) /‘prowfayl/ n, v., -filed, -fileing. —v. 
[count] 1. the outline of the human face as viewed from 
one side. 2. the look or general contour of something: 
the profile of a mountain. 3. a Summary of a process, ac- 
tivity, or set of characteristics: a profile of consumer 
spending. 4. a short, informal piece of writing about 
someone: a profile of tle mayor and liis rise to power. 5. 
the degree to which someone is noticed; visibility: Keep a 
low profile until this trouble passes. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to 
draw, write, or produce a profile of. 

Prof-it (profvit) /‘profit/ n. 1. Often, profits. [plural] 
money gained, as from a business or transaction, after 
deducting all relevant costs: [count]: Profits were up this 
year. (noncouut): to maximize profit and ntinimize loss. 
2. [noncount] advantage; benefit; gain: What profit is 
there in ltonesty? —v. 3. to gain an advantage or benefit: 
[no obj): to profit from good fortune. [~ + obj]: What 
does it profit a man to gain the world, only to lose luis 
soul? 

prof-it-a-ble (profi ta bal) /'‘profitobol/ adj. making or 
gaining a profit, advantage, or benefit: a profitable busi- 
ness. —prof/it-ab-ly, adv. 

prof-it-eer (prof/i tér’) /,profi'tiar/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who makes too much profit from the sale of scarce 
goods. —v. [no obj] 2. to act as a profiteer. 

prof-li-gate (prof/li git, -gat’) /'profirgit, -,geyt/ adj. 1. 
completely immoral or licentious. 2. spending or using 
up something unwisely. —n. [Count] 3. a profligate per- 
son. —prof-li-ga-cy (prof/li ga sé) /'profligosiy/ n. [non- 
count) 

pro forema (prō fôr/mə) /'prow forma/ adj. done purely 
as a matter of form; not genuine: a pro forma apology. 

pro-found (pra found’) /pra'fawnd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. 
showing deep insight or understanding; going beyond 
what is obvious or easily seen: a profound thinker. 2. 
coming from the deepest part of one’s feelings or being: 
lis profound grief at the loss of his children. 3. {before a 
noun) complete and total; extending everywhere: a pro- 
found silence. 4. [before a noun] stretching to or situ- 
ated far beneath the surface: the profound deptlts of the 
ocean. —pro-found/ly, adv. 

pro-funedi-ty (pra fun/di tē) /pra'fanditiy/ r., pl. -ties. 
1. [noncount] the quality or state of being profound or 
deep. 2. [count] a profound or deep matter. 

pro-fuse (pra fyoos’) /pra'fyuws/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + 
infof] generous; lavish: The critics were profuse in their 
praise of the new movie. 2. abundant: profuse apologies. 
—pro-fuse/ly, adv. See -Fus-. 

pro-fussion (pra fyoo’zhan) /pro'fyuw3an/ n. a great 
amount or quantity (of something): [count]: a great pro- 
fusion of colors. [noncount): colors in rich profusion. 

pro-gen-istor (pro jen/i tar) /prow'd3enitor/ n. [count] 
1. an ancestor related by birth. 2. originator; precursor: 
a progenitor of the moderi airplane. See -GEN-. 

prog-eeny (proj/a nē) /'prod3aniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. 
1. a. [plural] a person's offspring when they are thought 
of as a group; one’s children: Their progery were asleep. 
b. (broadly) descendants. 2. something that originates or 
results from something else; outcome; issue. See -GEN-. 

prog:noesis (prog nd/sis) /prng'nowsis/ n. [count], pl. 
-ses (-S@z) /-siyz/. 1. a forecasting of the probable course 
and outcome of a disease, esp. of the chances of recov- 
ery. 2. a forecast or prediction. —prog-nos-tic (prog- 
nos/tik) /prog'nostik/ adj. See -Gnos-. 

prog-nos-ti-cate (prog nos/ti kat’) /prog'nosti,keyt/ v. 
[~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to (make a) forecast on the 
basis of present signs or indications; prophesy: He prog- 
nosticates a complete recovery in less than a year. 
—prog-nos-ti-ca-tion (prog nos/ti ka/shan) 
/prog,nnsti'keyfon/ n. Croucourt): the uselessness of 
empty prognostication. [count]: favorable proguostica- 
tions. —prog-nos/ti-ca/tor, ri. [court] See -Gnos-. 
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pro-gram (pro’gram, -gram) /'prowgrem, -grom/ n., v., 
-grammed or -gramed, -gram-ming or -gram-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a plan of action to accomplish a certain goal or 
end: a drug rehabilitation program. 2. a planned or coor- 
dinated schedule of activities. 3. a radio or television 
performance or production. 4. a list of selections, per- 
formers, etc., included in a musical, theatrical, or other 
entertainment, a booklet containing such a list, or the se- 
lections themselves. 5. an entertainment with reference 
to its pieces or numbers: a program of French songs. 6. 
a sequence of instructions enabling a computer to per- 
form a task; piece of software. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to 
schedule or establish as part of a program: The bells are 
programmed to go off at noon. 8. to provide a program 
for (a computer): {~ + obj]: He used BASIC to program 
his computer. [no obj): He programmed in BASIC. OF as 
+ obj] a. to insert, enter, or type instructions into: fo 
program a VCR to record a show. b. to enter 
(instructions) into a machine or apparatus: fo program 
the scheditte into the VCR. 10. [~ + obj] to fill with atti- 
tudes, behavior patterns, or the like; condition: to pro- 
gram children to respect their elders. Also, esp. Bril., 
pro/gramme. —pro’gram-ma:ble, adj. —pro-gram: 
matenic (pro’gra matik) /,prowgra'matik/ adj. 

pro-gram-emer (prō/gram ər) /‘prowgremor/ n. [count] 
a person who writes computer programs. 

progress (n. progres, -ras) / n. 'progres, -ros/ n. [non- 
count] 1. advancement toward a goal or to a further or 
higher stage: to make progress in the disarmarnent talks. 
2. growth or development; improvement: to show prog- 
ress in muscular coordination. 3. forward or onward 
movement: the progress of the planets around the sun. 
—v. progress [no obj] 4. to go forward or onward in 
space or time: The years are progressing. 5. to grow or 
develop, presumably toward a goal or to a higher or fur- 
ther stage: progressing in my Studies. —Idiom. 6. in 
progress, going on; under way: His long novel is a work 
in progress. See -GRESS-. 

pro-gres-sion (pra gresh’an) /pro'grefon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of progressing; forward or onward move- 
ment. 2. [count] a passing in a series from one member 
of the series to the next; a succession. 3. [count] a series 
of quantities in which there is a uniform relation between 
each member and the one following it: an arithrnetic pro- 
gression. See -GRESS-. 

pro-gres-sive (pra gres/iv) /pro'gresiv/ adj. 1. calling 
for or favoring progress, reform, or new methods and 
outlooks, esp. in political and social matters. 2. passing 
from one stage to the next: progressive increases in 
computer power. 3. continuously increasing in extent or 
severity: a progressive worsening of the disease. 4. in- 
creasing in rate as taxable income increases: a progres- 
sive tax. 5. of or being a verb tense or form used to indi- 
cate that an action or event is, was, or will be going on at 
some period of time: Progressive verb tenses end in -ing 
and are preceded by a forin of the verb to be: } have 
been working, I arn working, and H wilt be working. —n. 
[count] 6. a person who favors progress or reform, as in 
politics. 7. a verb form or construction in the progressive 
tense or aspect, as arn listening or was sleeping. —pro- 
gres/sive-ly, adv. See -GRESS-. 

prochibeit (prō hib/it) /prow'hibit/ v. [~ + obj (+ fromm 
+ verb-ing)] 1. to forbid (an action, activity, etc.) by au- 
thority, rule, or law: Smoking was prohibited in public 
places. 2. to prevent; hinder; cause (something) to be 
impossible: Lack of funds prohibited her from taking 
Classes. See -HAB-. 

prochi-bi-tion (prd/a bish’an) /,prowa'bifon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of prohibiting. 2. [nonconnt] a. the pro- 
hibiting of the manufacture, sale, and transportation of 
alcoholic beverages by law. b. [isually: Prohibition] the 
period (1920-33) during which such a law was in effect in 
the U.S. 3. [comnt) a law, rule, order, or regulation that 
forbids: a prohibition against public nudity. —pro/hiebi/- 
tion-ist, n. [count] See -HAB-. 

pro-hib-i-tive (pro hib/i tiv) /prow'hibitiv/ adj. 1. too 
high to be afforded: prohibitive prices. 2. preventing, 
hindering, or forbidding the use of something: prohibitive 
regulations. ~prochib/i-tive-ly, adv. See -HAB-. 
proj-ect (n. proj’ekt, -ikt) / n. 'prod3ekt, -tkt/ n. [count] 
1. a specific plan; scheme. 2. a large or important, often 
public undertaking: a project to widen the streets of the 
city. 3. a specific task in schoolwork or education, esp. a 
long-term assignment: You must cornptete a science 
project this term. 4. Often, projects. [plural] a publicly 
built and operated housing development, usually in- 
tended for low- or moderate-income tenants. —v. pro» 
ject 5. [~ + obj) to devise, propose, or plan: The cam- 
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paign was projected to include all 50 states. 6. [~ + obj] 
to throw or force forward, onward, or outward. 7. [~ + 
obj] to calculate or figure out (some future cost, amount, 
etc.): Inflation is projected to increase next year. 8. [~ + 
obj] to throw or cause (a ray of light, an image, a 
shadow, etc.) to fall upon a surface or into space: The 
light projected his shadow onto the walt behind him. 9: 
[no obj] to stick out or stand out over an edge: His ears 
projected from the sides of his head. 10. to use (one’s 
voice, gestures, etc.) forcefully enough to be heard or un- 
derstood by all members of an audience: [~ + obj]: 
Project your voice so that people in the back can hear 
you. [no obj). You need to project more. 11. [~ + obj) 
to communicate clearly and forcefully (one’s thoughts, 
feelings, etc.) to an audience: The actor projected a feel- 
ing of sadness. 12. [~ + obj] to attribute one’s own 
feelings, thoughts, or attitudes to other persons: You're 
projecting your own insecurity onto them. See -JEc-. 

pro-jec-tile (pra jek/til, -til) /pro'dzektil, -tayl/ n. [count] 
an object fired from a gun with an explosive charge, as a 
bullet or shell. See -Jec-. 

pro-jec-tion (pra jek’shan) /pro'd3ekfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of projecting. 2. [count] something that 
sticks out or stands out over an edge. 3. [cont] an esti- 
mate of some future cost, amount, or the like: safes pro- 
Jjections for next year. See -JEC-. 

pro-jec-tion-ist (pra jek/sha nist) /pro'dzekfonist/ n. 
[count] an operator of a motion-picture or slide projec- 
tor. 

pro-jec-tor (pra jek/tar) /pra'd3ektar/ n. [count] a ma- 
chine for throwing an image, films, photographs, slides, 
etc., onto a screen. 

pro-le-tareiean (pro/li tar7é an) /,prowli'tearityan/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to the proletariat. —n. [count] 2. a member 
of the proletariat. 

pro-le-tar-isat (prō/li tar7é at) /,prowli'teoriyat/ n. [non- 
count; usually: the + ~) the class of workers, esp. wage 
earners, who do not possess capital or property and 
must sell their labor to live. 

pro-life’, adj. opposed to legalized abortion; right-to- 
life. Compare PRO-CHOICE. —pro-lif/er, n. [count] 

provlif-er-ate (pra lifa rat’) /pra'lifo,reyt/ v. [no obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to increase in number; spread rapidly: 
Fish proliferated in the warn seas. —prorlif-er-a-tion 
(pra lif ə rā/shən) /prolifa'reyfon/ n. [nonconnt] 

pro-lifeic (pra liffik) /pro'lıfık/ adj. 1. producing off- 
spring, young, fruit, etc., rapidly or in great numbers: a 
prolific species of plant. 2. highly productive: a prolific 
writer. —pro-lif/i-cal-ly, adv. See -FIc-. 

pro-lix (prd liks’, prd/liks) /prow'ltks, 'prowliks/ adj. too 
long or wordy. —proslix-iety (pro lik/si tē) /prow'liksitiy/ 
n. (noncomnt] —pro-lix/ly, adv. 

pro-logue or pro-log (prd/ldg, -log) /'prowlog, -lng/ n. 
[count] 1. an introductory part of a story, poem, novel, 
speech, etc. 2. an introductory speech or scene in a play 
or opera. 3. anything that serves as an introduction: The 
thunder was a prologue to the storm. See -.oc-. 

pro-long (pra lông, -long’) /pra'lon, -'lon/ v. [~ + obj] 
to extend the amount of time for; cause (something) to 
continue longer: prolonged their visit. —pro-lon-ga-tion 
(pro/l6ng ga/shan) /,prowlon'geyfan/ n. [poncount) 

prom (prom) /prom/ n. [count] a formal dance held by a 
high school or college class: a junior prom. 

prom-e-nade (prom/a nad/, -nad/) /,promoa'neyd, -'nad/ 
n, v., -nad-ed, -nad-ing. —n. [count] 1. a stroll or walk, 
esp. in a public place. 2. an area used for such walking. 
—v. [no obj] 3. to go for or take part in a stroll or walk. 

prom-ienence (prom/s nəns) /'promonoans/ n. [non- 
count) the state of being well-known or important: an 
author of great prominence. 

prom-i-nent (prom/s nant) /'promonont/ adj. 1. stand- 
ing out so as to be seen easily; conspicuous: a promi- 
nent bruise. 2. leading; eminent: prominent business 
leaders. —prom/i-nent-ly, adv. 

promeis:cuettty (prom/is kyoo’i tē, pro/mis-) /,pro- 
mis'kyuwitiy, ,prowmts-/ n. [noncount] the state of be- 
ing promiscuous; promiscuous behavior. See -misc-. 

pro-smis:cu-ous (pra mis’kyoo əs) /pra'miskyuwoas/ adj. 
1. having numerous sexual partners. 2. indiscriminate; 
unselective: the promiscuous awarding of prizes. —pro- 
mis’cu-ous+ly, adv. See -MISC-. 

promise (promis) /'promis/ n., v., -ised, -iseing. —n. 1. 
[cont] a statement or declaration that something will or 
will not be done, given, etc: He kept his prornise to write 
regularly. 2. [noncount] an indication or a sign of future 
excellence or achievement: a writer who shows great 
prornise. —v. 3. to make a promise of (some specified 
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act, gift, etc.), or a promise to do something: [~ + obj): 
to promise eternal love. [~ + obj + obj]: The financial 
aid committee promised us enough money to get 
through next year. [~ + to + verb): She promised to 
help with the decorating. [~ (+ obj) + (that) clase]: Slie 
promised (me) that she would help with the decorating. 
[no obj): I'll be there; I promise. 4. [~ + obj] (used in 
emphatic declarations to convey firm resolve or assur- 
ance): / wont go there again, | promise you! See -mis-. 
prom-is¢ing (prom/a sing) /‘promosin/ adj. giving favor- 
able promise; likely to turn out well: The frtirre looks 
promising. 
promissory (prom/a sôr/ē, -sōr/ē) /'promə soriy, 
-Sowriy/ adj. containing or suggesting a promise. See 
-MIS-. 
promissory note’, n. [count] a written promise to 
pay a specified sum of money at a fixed time or on de- 
mand. 
prom-on-to-ry (prom/an tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /'promən,təriy, 
-towriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a high point of land or 
rock sticking out into water beyond the line of coast; 
headland. 
promote (pra mot’) /pro'mowt/ v. [~ + obj], -mot-ed, 
-mot-ing. 1. to help or encourage to flourish: to promote 
world peace. 2. to advance in rank or position: promoted 
him to full professor. 3. to advance to the next higher 
grade in a school: was promoted to third grade. 4. to en- 
courage the sales, acceptance, or recognition of: pro- 
moted the new car with advertising. See -MorT-. 
pro-mot-er (pra m0/ter) /pro'mowtar/ n. [count] a per- 
son who organizes and finances a sporting event or en- 
tertainment. 
pro-mo-tion (pra md/shan) /pra'mowfon/ n. 1. ad- 
vancement in rank, position, salary, etc.: [noncount]: a 
candidate for promotion. (count): handing out promo- 
tions. 2. something intended to advertise or bring to 
public attention a product, a cause, etc.: [cont]: a sales 
promotion. [noncount): A new product needs promotion. 
3. [nonconnt] encouragement: a campaign for the pro- 
motion of dieting. —pro-mo/tion-al, adj. See -mor-. 
Prompt (prompt) /prompt/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
performed at once or without delay: a prompt reply. 2. 
quick to act or respond: [be + ~]: was prompt in an- 
swering our phone call. [~ + to + verb]: They were 
prompt to deny the allegations. —v. 3. [~ + obj + to + 
verb] to cause (Someone) to do some action: That insult 
prompted him to respond. 4. [~ + obj] to cause (an 
act), as in response: That insult prompted a strong re- 
sponse. 5. [~ + obj] to assist (a speaker or performer) 
by giving a cue: The teacher prompted the student with 
the next word of the poem. —n. [count] 6. an act of 
prompting. 7. something serving to suggest or remind. 
8. a symbol or message on a computer screen request- 
ing more information or indicating that a response or in- 
struction is expected. —prompt-er, n. (count) 
—prompt/ly, adv. —prompt/ness, n. [noncont] 
Prom-ul-gate (prom/al gat’, pro mul/gat) /'prom- 
al,geyt, prow'malgeyt/ v. [~ + obj], -gat-ed, -gat-ing. 
1. to make known or put into effect (a law, statement of 
a court, etc.) by formally declaring: to pronnlgate a new 
law on taxes. 2. to proclaim; make known: to promulgate 
a belief. —prom-ul-ga-tion (prom/al ga’shan) /,prom- 
al'geyfan/ n. (noncountg) 
pron., an abbreviation of: 1. pronoun. 2. pronunciation. 
prone (pron) /prown/ adj. 1. [be + ~ + to] having a 
natural tendency toward something; disposed; liable; 
likely to suffer from: was prone to anger. 2. having the 
front of the body downward; lying facedown. 
prong (prong, prong) /pron, prop/ n. [count] one of the 
long, pointed ends of a fork. —pronged, adj. [with a 
word indicating number): a three-pronged fork (= a fork 
having three prongs). 
pronoun (pro’/noun’) /'prow,nawn/ n. (count) a word 
used as a replacement or substitute for a noun or a noun 
phrase, usually referring to persons or things mentioned 
in or understood from what has been written or said be- 
fore, or which both speaker and listener have knowledge 
about: Pronouns in English inchide |, you, he, she, it, we, 
they, them, this, who, and what. Abbr.: pron. —pro- 
nominal (pro nom/a nl) /prow'nomonl/ adj. See -Nom-?. 
pronounce (pra nouns’) /pra'nawns/ v., -nounced, 
-nounc-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to make or utter sounds, 
words, sentences, etc.: In the word came, the letter “e” is 
not pronounced. 2. to make or utter sounds, words, sen- 
tences, etc., in an accepted or correct manner: [~ + 
obj): How do you pronounce this word? [~ + obj (+ as) 
+ obj): You pronounce the Spanish \l (as) ‘y.” 3. to de- 
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clare (a person or thing) to be as specified, esp. officially: 
[~ + obj + obj): | now pronounce you husband and 
wife. [~ + obj + adjective): Ife pronounced the meal fit 
for a king. —pro-nounce/a-ble, adj. See -NOUNCE-. 
pronounced (pra nounst’) /pro'nawnst/ adj. 1. strongly 
or clearly apparent: a pronounced Australian accent. 2. 
definite: pronounced views on the subject. See -NOUNCE-. 
pro-nounce-ment (pra nouns/mant) /pra'nawnsmont/ 
n. [count] 1. a formal statement. 2. an opinion or deci- 
sion: a pronouncement of “not girilty.” See -NOUNCE-. 
pron-to (pron/’to) /'‘prontow/ adv. promptly: Do it pronto. 
pro-nun-ci-a-tion (pra nun/sé a/shan) 
/pra,nansiy'eyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] the way in which a 
sound, word, sentence, etc., is pronounced: making fin 
of my promunciation. 2. the way in which a sound, word, 
sentence, etc., is to be pronounced in an accepted man- 
ner: [noncount): a study of pronunciation. (count): Only 
one of these prominciations is correct. See -NOUNCE-. 
proof (prdof) /pruwf/ n. 1. [nonconnt] evidence or facts 
that are sufficient to establish a thing as true or believa- 
ble. 2. [cownt] Math., Logic. a sequence of steps, state- 
ments, or demonstrations that leads to and establishes a 
valid conclusion. 3. [noncount] the strength of an alco- 
holic liquor, esp. with reference to the standard whereby 
100 proof signifies an alcoholic content of 50 percent. 4. 
[count] Photography. a print made from a negative of a 
photograph for checking quality. 5. [cont] Printing. a 
preliminary copy, as of a manuscript, that is printed for 
correction or changes. —adj. [be + ~] 6. able to with- 
stand or resist something harmful or undesirable: a shel- 
ter that was proof against the cold. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to 
proofread: Proof the document. See -PROv-. 

-proof, suffix. -proof is used to form adjectives with the 
meaning “resistant; not allowing through” the word men- 
tioned: child + -proof ~ childproof (= resistant to a 
child opening il); water + proof ~ waterproof (= not al- 
lowing water through). 

proof-read (prdof/réd’) /‘pruwf,riyd/ v., -read (-red’) 
/-,red/ -readeing. to read in order to find and mark errors 
to be corrected: [~ + obj]: proofreading the printout of 
his paper. [no obj): He spent the day proofreading. 
—proof/read/er, n. [count] See -PRov-. 

prop' (prop) /prop/ v., propped, prop-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
support, or prevent from falling, with or as if with a prop: 
[7 + up + obj): He propped up the car with a jack. (~ 
+ obj + up): He tried propping it up. 2. [~ + obj) to 
rest (a thing) against a support: He propped the ladder 
against the wall. 3. to support or sustain: [~ + up + 
obj): The army propped up the dictator's regime. [~ + 
obj + up): It can no longer prop him up. —n. [count] 4. 
something that props; support. 

prop? (prop) /prop/ n. [cont] a usually movable item 
used onstage or on a film set, esp. one handled by an 
actor or entertainer to enliven and enrich the perfor- 
mance. 

prop’ (prop) /prop/ n. [count] a propeller. 

prop., an abbreviation of: 1. properly. 2. property. 

prop-a-gan-da (prop’a gan/da) /,propa'gando/ n. (non- 
count] information or ideas, whether true or false, that 
are spread to promote or injure a cause, movement, na- 
tion, etc. —prop’a-gan/dist, n. [count] 

prop-a-gate (prop’a gat’) /'prnpa,geyt/ v, -gat-ed, 
-gat-ing. 1. to (cause to) multiply or increase by any 
process of natural reproduction from the parent stock: [~ 
+ obj): to propagate seeds; These flowers will propagate 
themselves. [no obj): The insects propagated vigorously. 
2. [~ + obj] to spread (a report, doctrine, practice, etc.) 
from person to person; disseminate. —prop-a-ga-tion 
(prop’a ga’shan) /,propa'geyfan/ n. [noncount) 

propane (pro0/pan) /'prowpeyn/ n. [noncoimt] a color- 
less gas that easily ignites, occurs in petroleum and natu- 
ral gas, and is used chiefly as a fuel. 

pro-pel (pra pel’) /pro'pel/ v. [~ + obj], -pelled, -pel- 
ling. to drive forward or onward: to propel a boat with 
Oars. See -PEL-. 

pro-pel-lant (pra pel/ant) /pro'pelont/ n. 1. something, 
as a substance, that propels, as rocket fuel: [count]: a 
liquid propellant. [noncount): A rocket needs propellant. 
2. [noncount) a gas that forces out the contents of an 
aerosol container when the pressure is released. See 
-PEL-. 

pro-pel-ler (pra pel/ar) /pra'pelor/ n. [count] a device 
that has a revolving center from which curved blades 
stick outwards, and is attached to an engine for propel- 
ling an airplane, ship, etc. See -pet-. 

pro-penssi-ty (pra pen/si tē) /pra'pensitiy/ n. [count], 
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pl. -ties. a natural tendency or preference: a propensity 
for lyirig. See -PEND-. 

prop-er (prop/ar) /‘propor/ adj. 1. [before a noun] most 
suitable; right; correct: /s this the proper time to plant 
strawberries? 2. agreeing with established or accepted 
standards: proper behavior. [It + be + ~ + to + verb]: 
It’s not proper to come so late to parties. 3. (after a 
nour] in the strict sense: Shellfish do not belong to the 
class of fishes proper. 4. (before a noun) Chiefly Brit. ut- 
ter; genuine: a proper fool. —prop/er-ly, adv. See 
-PROPR-. 

proper noun’, n. [count] a noun that designates a 
particular person, place, or thing, is not normally pre- 
ceded by an article or other limiting modifier, and is usu- 
ally capitalized in English, as Lincoln, Beth, Boston. Also 
called prop’er name”. 

prop-er-tied (prop/ar téd’) /‘propar,tiyd/ adj. [before a 
noun] owning property. See -PROPR-. 

prop-er-ty (prop/er tē) /'propartiy/ n, ph -ties. 1. 
[norcount] that which a person owns; the possession or 
possessions of a particular owner. 2. [noncount) goods, 
land, etc., considered as possessions: They own a lot of 
property upstate. 3. [count] a piece of land or real es- 
tate. 4. [couné] a basic, essential, or special quality of a 
thing: the chemical properties of alcohol. See -PROPR-. 

proph-e-cy (prof’a sé) /'profasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [non- 
count] the foretelling or predicting of what is to come; 
the ability to do this: a gift of prophecy. 2. [count] some- 
thing declared by a prophet. 3. [count] any prediction or 
forecast: a prophecy about the election. 

proph-eersy (proffa si’) /'‘profo,say/ v., -sied, -sy-ing. to 
foretell or predict: [~ + obj]: prophesied the end of the 
world. [~ + that clause]: prophesied that the end of the 
world was near. [110 obj]: prophesying about the election. 
—proph/e-si’er, n. [count] 

proph-et (prof/it) /'profit/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
speaks for God or a god, or who receives inspiration 
from God or a god, so as to lead people, warn them 
about good and evil, etc. 2. a person who foretells the 
future. 

proph-et-ess (profi tis) /‘profitis/ m. [count] 1. a 
woman who speaks for God or a god, or who receives in- 
spiration from God or a god. 2. a woman who predicts 
the future. 

prophetic (pra fet/ik) /pro‘fetik/ also pro-phet/i-cal, 
adj. 1. of or relating to a prophet: prophetic writings. 2. 
having the power of a prophet, as by predicting the fu- 
ture: a prophetic statement that actually came true. 
—pro-phet/i-cal-ly, adv. 

pro-phy-lac-tic (prō/fə lak/tik, prof’a-) /prowfa'laktik, 
iprofo-/ adj. 1. preventing or protecting from disease or 
infection. —n. [count] 2. a medicine or measure that 
prevents or protects from disease or infection. 3. a de- 
vice used to prevent conception or venereal infection, 
esp. a condom. 

pro-pin-quiety (pro ping/kwi tē) /prow'pinkwitiy/ n. 
[noncount] 1. nearness or closeness in time or place; 
proximity. 2. nearness of relation; kinship. 

pro-pi-ti-ate (pra pish’é at’) /pra'pifiy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to cause to look with favor on oneself; 
appease; conciliate: Early hunians may have tried to pro- 
pitiate what they thought of as the angry gods. —pro-pit- 
iation (pra pish’é a/’shan) /pro,pifiy'cyfon/ n. [non- 
court] —pro-pi-ti-acto-ry (pra pish’€ a tore, -tōr/ē) 
/pro'pifiya,toriy, -,towrly/ adj. See -PET-. 

pro-pi-etious (pro pish’as) /pra'pifos/ adj. 1. presenting 
or indicating favorable conditions; suggesting that good 
may follow: propitious weather for a vacation. 2. favora- 
bly disposed: a propitious ruler. —pro-pi/tioussly, adv. 
See -PET-. 

pro-po-nent (pra po/nant) /pra'pownont/ n. [courit] a 
person who argues in favor of something; advocate. See 
-PON-. 

pro-por-tion (pra pdr/shen, -pdr/-) /pra'porfon, -'powr-/ 
nu. 1. [court] a relation between things when compared 
to one another in regard to size, quantity, number, etc.: 
A large proportion of the students camie from Chinese- 
speaking countries. 2. [rorcourt) proper relation be- 
tween things or parts: fo liave a sense of proportion. 3. 
[voncount] symmetry: The architect shows a fine sense 
of proportion in his designs. 4. proportions, [plural] 
dimensions or size: a mian of gigantic proportions. See 
-PAR-. 


pro-por:-tion-al (pra por’sha nl, -por’-) /pra'porfonl, 
-'powr-/ adj. 1. of or relating to proportion or 
proportions. 2. [be + ~ + to] in the correct or balanced 
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relation or proportion: Salary raises were proportional to 
the cost of living. See -PAR-. 

pro-por-tion-ate (pra por/shan it, -por/-) /pra'porfonit, 
-'‘powr-/ adj. PROPORTIONAL. See -PAR-. 

pro-pos-al (pra pod/zal) /pro'powzal/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act of proposing. 2. [count] a plan or scheme offered 
or suggested for consideration. 3. [count] an offer of 
marriage. See -Pos-. 

pro-pose (pra poz’) /pra'powz/ v., -posed, -pos-ing. 1. 
to offer for consideration, acceptance, or action; suggest: 
[~ + obj]: to propose a new method. [~ + (that) 
clause]: | propose that we do away with all those taxes. 
2. [~ + obj] to offer (a toast): / propose a toast: to suc- 
cess! 3. [~ + obj] to name or nominate (a person) for 
office, membership, etc. 4. [~ + to + verb] to plan; in- 
tend: He proposes to leave by five. 5. to make an offer, 
esp. of marriage: [~ + obj]: She proposed marriage. [no 
obj]: He proposed and she accepted. [~ + to + obj): He 
proposed to her. See -Pos-. 

prop-o-si-tion (prop/a zish’an) /,propa'zifan/ n. [count] 
1. the act of proposing. 2. a plan or scheme proposed; 
anything stated for discussion. 3. an offer of terms, as 
for a business deal. 4. a thing, matter, or person consid- 
ered as something to be dealt with or encountered: 
Climbing that mountain is a tough proposition. 5. a pro- 
posal, hint, or suggestion to have sexual relations. —v. 
[~ + obj] 6. to propose having sexual relations with. See 
-POS-. 

pro-pound (pra pound’) /pra'pawnd/ v. [~ + obj] to put 
forward for discussion; propose: to propound a theory. 
See -POUND-. 

-propr-, root. -propr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “one’s own.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APPROPRIATE, EXPROPRIATE, IMPROPER, IMPROPRIETY, 
MISAPPROPRIATE, PROPER, PROPERTY, PROPRIETARY, PROPRIE- 
TOR, PROPRIETY. 

pro-pri-e-tarsy (pra pri/i ter’é) /pra'prayi,teriy/ adj., n., 
pl. -tar-ies. —adj. 1. relating to, belonging to, or being a 
proprietor. 2. acting as if one were an owner: She put a 
proprietary arm around her companion. —n. [count] 3.a 
proprietor or a group of proprietors. See -PROPR-. 

pro-pri-e-tor (pra prii tar) /pro'prayitor/ n. [count] 1. 
the owner of a business establishment. 2. a person who 
has the exclusive right or title to something; an owner, as 
of real property. —pro-pri’e-tor-ship’, n. (oncount) 
See -PROPR-. 

pro-pri-e-ty (pre pri/i tē) /pra'prayitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] agreement with established standards of 
good or proper behavior or manners: behaving with the 
utmost propriety. 2. [noncount] appropriateness; suita- 
bility: The propriety of their gift was in question. 3. the 
proprieties, [plura the accepted, standard rules of 
proper behavior; manners. See -PROPR-. 

pro-pul-sion (pra pulshan) /pro'palfan/ n. [noncount] 
the act of propelling; the state of being propelled: jet 
propulsion. —pro-pulesive (pra pul/siv) /pra'palsiv/ adj. 
See -PULS-. 

pro-rate (pro rat’, pro/rat’) /prow'rcyt, 'prow,reyt/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -rat-ed, -rat-ing. to divide, distribute, or calcu- 
late in a proportionate way: He prorated the money for 
bonuses. 

prosaic (pro zā/ik) /prow'zcyik/ also pro-sa/i-cal, 
adj. commonplace or dull; matter-of-fact; not imagina- 
tive: a prosaic mind. —pro-sa/icealely, adv. 

proscenium (pro sé/né əm, pra-) /prow'siyniyom, 
pro-/ n. [count], pl. -nisums, -nisa (-né ə) /-niyə/. Also 
called prosce/nium arch’. the arch that separates a 
stage from the auditorium. 

pro-sciut-to (pro shoo/td) /prow'fuwtow/ n. [noncount] 
Italian salted ham that has been cured by drying. 

pro-scribe (pro skrib’) /prow'skrayb/ v. [~ + obj], 
-scribed, -scrib-ing. to condemn (a thing) as harmful or 
illegal; prohibit; forbid: proscribing the use of firearms. 
—pro-scrip-tion (pro skrip’shan) /prow'skripfon/ n. 
{rroricourit] See -SCRIB-. 

prose (pr6z) /prowz/ n. [noncount] 1. the ordinary form 
of spoken or written language, as distinguished from po- 
etry or verse. —adj. [before a nour] 2. of, in, or relating 
to prose. 

pros-e-cute (pros/i kyoot’) /‘prosi,kkyuwt/ v., -cut-ed, 
-cut-ing. l. to begin or conduct legal proceedings 
against (a person), as with a criminal charge in a court of 
law: [~ + obj]: prosecuted his client for murder. (uo 
obj): They decided not to prosecute. 2. [~ + obj] to fol- 
low up or carry forward (something begun), usually to 
completion: He vowed to prosecute the war to its end. 
See -SEQ-. 
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pros-e-cu-tion (pros/i kydo’shan) /,prosi'kyuwfon/ n. 1. 
the act of beginning or conducting legal proceedings 
against a person: [noncount]: The store will seek prose- 
cution of any shoplifter. [count]: prosecutions for wrong- 
doing. 2. [noncount; usually: the + ~] the party con- 
ducting legal proceedings against a person: The 
prosecution contends that the defendant is guilty. 3. 
[noncount] the act of following up or carrying forward 
some action to its completion: te prosecution of a war. 

pros-e-cu-tor (pros/i_ kyōo/tər) /'prosi,kyuwtor/ n. 
[count] an attorney who conducts legal proceedings 
against a person, as in a court of law. See -SEQ-. 

pros-e-lyt-ize (pros/a li tiz’) /‘prosali,tayz/ v., -ized, -iz- 
ing. to attempt to convert (someone) to one’s faith or 
cause: [no obj): went proselytizing for reform. [~ + obj): 
proselytizing the uncommitted voters. —pros/e-lyt-ism, 
n. (noncount]) —pros/e-lyt-iz/er, n. [court] 

pros-o-dy (pros’a dé) /‘prnsadiy/ n., pl. -dies. 1. [non- 
count] the science or study of poetic meters and verses. 
2. [count] a particular or distinctive system of poetic me- 
ter and verse: Milton's prosodies. 

prospect (pros’pekt) /'prnspekt/ n. 1. Usually, 
prospects. [plural] a person’s chances of advancement, 
success, profit, etc.: chosen for his good prospects as a 
leader. 2. anticipation; expectation: [noncount): the pros- 
pect of facing yet another day without hope. (count): 
Prospects for peace have improved. 3. [count] a possible 
or likely customer, client, candidate, etc.: I’ve lined up a 
few prospects for the job. 4. [count] a view, esp. of scen- 
ery over a region; a scene. —v. 5. to search or explore (a 
region), as for gold or some precious minerals: [no obj): 
Early settlers came to prospect for gold. [~ + obj): 
Some of the miners prospected the land. —Idiom. 6. 
in prospect, expected; in view: no other alternative in 
prospect. See -SPEc-. 

pro-specetive (pra spek/tiv) /pro'spektiv/ adj. [before a 
noun] possible, likely, or expected; potential; probable: a 
prospective customer. See -SPEC-. 

pros-pec-tor (pros’pek tar, pra spek/-) /'prospektor, 
pro'spek-/ n. [count] one who prospects for gold or 
minerals. See -SPEC-. 

pro-spec-tus (pra spek/tas) /pro'spektas/ n. [count], pl. 
-tus-es. 1. a document describing the major features of 
a proposed business venture, literary work, etc., for po- 
tential investors, buyers, or participants. 2. a brochure 
describing the facilities, services, or attractions of a place 
or institution. See -spec-. 

prosper (pros/par) /'prospar/ v. [no obj] to be success- 
ful or fortunate, esp. financially; to do well. See -sper-. 

pros-per-i-ty (pro sper/i tē) /pro'speritty/ n. [noncount] 
a successful, flourishing, or thriving condition, esp. in fi- 
nancial respects. See -SPER-. 

pros-per-ous (pros’par as) /'prospərəs/ adj. having or 
showing good fortune, success, or wealth. —pros/per- 
ous-ly, adv. See -SPER-. 

pros-tate gland’ (pros/tat) /‘prnsteyt/ n. [count] a 
gland at the base of the bladder in males. Also, pros/- 
tate. 

pros-the-sis (pros thé/sis) /prnos'Oiysis/ n. [count], pl. 
-ses (s€z) a device that substitutes for or assists a miss- 
ing or poorly functioning part of the body, as a limb. 
—pros-thet-ic (pros thet/ik) /prnos'Oetik/ adj. See -THES-. 

pros-ti-tute (pros/ti toot’, -tydot’) /'prosti tuwt, -,tyuwt/ 
n., v., -tut-ed, -tut-ing. —n. [count] 1. a woman or man 
who engages in sexual acts for money. —v. 2. [~ + one- 
self) to sell or offer (oneself) as a prostitute. 3. to put to 
a use that is unworthy or dishonorable, esp. for money: 
[~ + obj): He prostituted his talents. [~ + oneself): a 
writer who felt he prostituted himself, writing pornogra- 
phy. See -stit-. 

pros-ti-tu-tion (pros/ti too%shan) /,prosti'tuwfon/ n. 
(noncount] 1. the act or practice of engaging in sexual 
acts for money. 2. the state of being used in an unworthy 
or dishonorable way. See -stit-. 

pros-trate (pros/trat) /‘prnstrcyt/ v., -trat-ed, -trat-ing, 
adj. —v. 1. [~ + oneself to throw oneself facedown on 
the ground, as in Submission or adoration: He prostrated 
himself before the king. 2. [~ + obj; usually: be + 
~-ed] to reduce to physical weakness: tle was prostrated 
by the heat. —adj. 3. lying facedown, as to show submis- 
sion or adoration. 4. helpless; exhausted: a country left 
prostrate by natural disasters. —pros-tra-tion (pros tra- 
shan) /prostreyfon/ n. [noncount] 

pro-tag-o-nist (pro tag’a nist) /prow'tagonist/ n. 
[count] the leading character of a drama or other piece 
of writing. See -aGon-. 

pro-te-an (pro/té an, pro té/-) /‘prowtiyon, prow'tiy-/ 
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adj. easily able to take on or assume different forms or 
characters. 

pro-tect (pra tekt’) /pro‘tekt/ v. 1. to defend or guard 
from attack, invasion, loss, insult, etc.; cover; shield: [~ 
+ obj): The turtle’s shell protects it from harm. (no obj): 
The police are there to protect. 2. [~ + obj] to guard 
(an industry) from foreign competition, as by charging 
import duties on the products of the competition. 

pro-tec-tion (pra tek/shan) /pro'tekfan/ m. 1. [non- 
count] the act of protecting or the state of being pro- 
tected. 2. [count; usually singular] one that protects: 
wore boots as a protection against the mud. 3. [non- 
count] a. money paid to criminals or racketeers in ex- 
change for a guarantee against threatened violence. b. 
bribe money paid to the authorities in exchange for over- 
looking criminal activity. 

pro-tec-tion-ism (pra tek/sha niz/am) /pro'tekfa,nizom/ 
n. [noncount] the theory or practice of helping the indus- 
tries or businesses in one’s own country to grow or de- 
velop by protecting them from foreign competition, as by 
charging import duties on the competition’s products. 
—pro-tec/tion-ist, adj. 

pro-tec-tive (pra tek/tiv) /pra'tektiv/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun] having the quality or function of protecting: wore a 
protective helmet. 2. tending strongly to protect: She 
Nad very protective parents. [be + ~ + of]: A mother 
robin is very protective of her young. —pro-tec/’tiverly, 
adv. —pro-tec/tive-ness, n. [noncount] 

pro-tec-tor (pra tek/tar) /pra'tektor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person that guards or protects someone or something 
from harm. 2. a device that protects someone from in- 
jury: A baseball catcher wears a chest protector. 

pro-tec-tor-ate (pra tek/tar it) /pro'tektarit/ n. [count] 
a State or territory protected by a stronger nation. 

pro-té-gé (prd/ta zha’, pro’ta zha’) /'prowta3cy, 
iprowtoa'3cy/ n. [count], pl. -gés. a person who has the 
support, protection, or care of someone of importance. 

pro-tein (pro/tén, -tē in) /‘prowtiyn, -tiyin/ n. 1. [count] 
a molecule that is a large portion of the mass of every 
life form, composed of amino acids linked in long chains. 
2. plant or animal tissue rich in such molecules: [non- 
count): Meat is a source of protein. [count]: various pro- 
teins, 

pro tem-po-re (pro’ tem/pa rē, -ra’) /'prow' 
mpa,rly, -,rey/ adv. temporarily; for the time being. 

pro-test (n. pro/test; v. pra test’, pro/test) / n. 'prowt- 
est; v. pro'test, ‘prowtest/ n. 1. an act of expressing or 
declaring one’s objection to, disapproval of, or disagree- 
ment with some act or action: [noncount]: voices of pro- 
test. [count]: some minor protests. —v. 2. to express or 
declare one’s objection to, disapproval of, or disagree- 
ment with (some act or action): [no obj): They protested 
against the war. [~ + obj): The students protested the 
bombing. 3. to affirm or declare in protest: [~ + obj): 
They protested their innocence. [~ + that clause]: They 
protested that they were innocent. —pro-test/er, n. 
[count] See -TEST-. 

Prot-es-tant (prot’a stent) /'protostant/ n. [count] 1. 
any Western Christian not a follower of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. —adj. 2. of, relating to, or belonging to Prot- 
estants or their religion: a Protestant hymnal. —Prot/es- 
tant-ism, n. [Noncount] See -TEST-. 

prot-es-ta-tion (prota sta/shan, prō/te-) —/,prn- 
to'steyfon, ,prowte-/ n. [count] an act of strongly ex- 
pressing one’s objection: protestations of innocence. See 
-TEST-. 

proto-, prefix. proto- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “first, foremost, earliest form of’: proto- + 
lithic ~ protolithic; protoplasm. Also, esp. before a 
vowel, prot-. 

pro-to-col (prō/tə kdl’, -kol’) /‘prowto,kol, -,kol/ m. 1. 
[noncount] the customs, rules, and regulations dealing 
with formal courtesies, good manners, or diplomatic 
relations between countries. 2. [count] an original draft, 
or part of a written record from which a document, esp. a 
treaty, is prepared. 3. [count] a set of rules governing 
the format of messages exchanged between computers. 

pro-ton (pro/ton) /prowton/ n. [count] a positively 
charged particle found in all atomic nuclei: The number 
of protons in an atom equals that element's atomic num- 
ber. 

protoplasm (pro/ta plaz/am) /'prowtə,plezəm/ n. 
[noncount] the liquid substance of which cells are 
formed; the cytoplasm and nucleus. —pro-to-plas-mic 
(pro’ta plaz/mik) /,prowta'plezmik/ adj. 

pro-to-type (prō/tə tip’) /prowtə tayp/ n. [count] the 
Original or model on which something is based or 
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formed, as the first working model of something to be 
manufactured on a large scale. See -TYPE-. 

pro-to-zo-an (prō’tə z0%an) /,prowta'zowan/ n., pl. -Zo. 
ans, (esp. when thought of as a group) -zoa (-20/2) 
/-'zowod/ adj. —n. [count] 1. a one-celled organism that 
usually obtains nourishment by taking in food particles 
rather than by photosynthesis. —adj. 2. of, relating to, or 
characteristic of a protozoan. —pro/to-zo/ic, adj. 

pro-tract-ed (pro trak/tid, prə-) /prow'traktid, pro-/ 
adj. drawn out, esp. in time; prolonged: a protracted dis- 
cussion. See -TRAC-. 

pro-trac-tor (pro trak/tar, pra-) /prow'trektor, pro-/ n. 
[count] an instrument used for measuring or drawing an- 
gles. See -TRAC-. 

pro-trude (pro trddd’, pra-) /prow'truwd, pro-/ v., 
-trud-ed, -trud-ing. to (cause to) stick out: [no obj): His 
enormous belly protnided over his belt. (~ + obj}: The 
snake protruded its tongue. See -TRUDE-. 

pro-truesion (prod tro6/zhen, prə-) /prow'truw3on, pro-/ 
n. 1. [noncount] the condition of sticking out. 2. [count] 
something that sticks out. 

pro-tueber-ance (pro tod’/bar ans, -tyoo’-,  pra-) 
/prow'tuwborons, -'tyuw-, pro-/ n. 1. [count] a part or 
thing that sticks or bulges out. 2. [moncount] the state or 
quality of protruding. —pro-tu/ber-ant, adj. 

proud (proud) /prawd/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. feel- 
ing pleasure or satisfaction over something thought of as 
bringing credit or honor to oneself: the proud parents of 
a new baby. [be + ~ + of): We are proud of our country. 
[be + ~+ to + verb]: She is proud to accept the honor. 
[be + ~ + (that) Clause]: She is proud that she is an 
American. 2. giving a sense of pride; highly gratifying: a 
proud achievement. 3. arrogant; haughty: too proud to 
admit she’s wrong. 4. having or showing self-respect: 
They were a proud family. 5. [before a noun] magnifi- 
cent, splendid, stately, majestic: (he once-proud cities 
that now lay in mins. —adv., Idiom. 6. do one proud, a. 
to be a source of pride or credit to a person: 
Congratulations, you've done us proud! b. to treat some- 
one or oneself generously or lavishly: She did her guests 
proud with that fabulous dinner. —proud/ly, adv. 

-prov-, root. -prov- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “prove.” It is re- 
lated to the root -proB-. This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APPROVAL, APPROVE, DISAPPROVE, DISPROVE, IM- 
PROVE, PROOF, PROVE, PROVEN. 

prove (proov) /pruwv/ v., proved, proved or prov-en 
(prdd/van) /'pruwvon/ proving. 1. to establish the truth, 
genuineness, or validity of, as by evidence or argument: 
[~ + obj): He was able to prove his innocence by pro- 
ducing a witness. [~ + (that) clause]: She proved to me 
that she was not the one spreading gossip. 2. [~ + obj] 
to cause to be shown as specified: Events have proved 
me right. 3. {~ + oneself] to show (oneself) to be worthy 
or Capable: This job wilt give you a chance to prove your- 
self. 4. [~ + adjective] to demonstrate as having a par- 
ticular quality: The medicine proved effective. —prov-as 
bility (prdo’va bili tē) /pruwva'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] 
—prov/a-ble, adj. See -PROV-. 

prov-en (prdo/van) /'pruwvon/ adj. [before a noun] 
shown to be so: a proven liar. See -PROV-. 
prov-e-nance (prov/a nans, -nans’) /‘provonons, -,nans/ 
n. [noncount] a place or source of origin: a manuscript 
of unknown provenance. See -VEN-, -PROV-. 
prov-en-der (prov’an dər) /'provondor/ n. [noncount] 
dry food for animals or livestock; fodder. 

prov-erb (prov/arb) /'provərb/ n. [count] a short popular 
saying that expresses effectively some commonplace 
truth or useful thought. See -vVERB-. 

pro-ver-bieal (pra vir/bé al) /pra'varbryal/ adj. 1. of or 
like a proverb. 2. widely known or spoken of: the prover- 
biał deep blue sea, See -VERB-. 

pro-vide (pra vid’) /pra'vayd/ v., -vid-ed, -vid-ing. 1. to 
make available; furnish: [~ + obj + for + obj): to pro- 
vide benefits for employees. [~ + obj (+ with) + obj): 
to provide eimployees (with) benefits. 2. to supply or 
equip: [~ + obj + with + obj): to provide the army with 
tanks. [~ + obj + for + obj): to provide tanks for the 
army. 3. [~ + for + obj] to supply means of support: 
They worked hard to provide for their children. 4. [~ + 
obj) to yield: This tree provides shelter. 5. [~ + that 
clause] to stipulate, as by a provision: The contract pro- 
vides that the writer will receive an additional payment if 
his book is made into a movie. 6. [no obj] to take 
measures in preparation for something: You must pro- 
vide for winter ii this harsh climate. —pro-vid/er, n. 
[count] See -vidE-. 


594 


pro-vid-ed (pra vi/did) /pro'vaydıd/ conj. on the condi- 
tion or understanding (that); if; as long as; providing: 
She'lt talk to you provided you listen. 

prov-i-edence (prov/i dans) /'providəns/ n. [noncount; 
often: Providence] the care and guidance of God or na- 
ture over the creatures of the earth, esp. in directing hu- 
man affairs. See -VIDE-. 

prov-iedent (prov’i dant) /‘providont/ adj. having or 
showing careful thought for the future, as by saving. 
—prov/i-dentely, adv. 

prov-ieden-tial (prov/i den/shal) /,provi'denfal/ adj. 1. 
of, relating to, or resulting from divine providence. 2. 
fortunate or lucky: a providentiat coincidence. —prov’i+ 
den/tial-ly, adv. See -viDE-. 

providing (pra vi/ding) /pra'vaydin/ conj. provided: 
You can stay, providing you help. 

prov-ince (provins) /'‘provins/ n. [count] 1. a division or 
unit of a country that has its own administration: the 
provinces of Canada. 2. the provinces, [phiral] the parts 
of a country outside of or away from the capital or the 
largest cities. 3. [count; usually singular] an area or field 
of activity, study, or knowledge. 

pro-vin-cial (pra vin/shal) /pra'vinfal/ adj. 1. belonging 
to or found in a particular province or provinces; local. 2. 
of or relating to the provinces. 3. narrow-minded in out- 
look; unsophisticated. —n. [count] 4. a person who lives 
in or comes from the provinces. 5. a person who is nar- 
row-minded and lacks sophistication. —pro-vin/cial- 
ism, n. [noncount] 

prov/ing ground’, n. [count] any place, context, or 
area for testing something, as scientific equipment or a 
theory. 

pro-viesion (pra vizh’an) /pra'vizan/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the act of providing or supplying: the provision of run- 
ning water and electricity to the region. 2. [(noncount] an 
arrangement or preparation made for the future: Didn't 
they make provision for the possibility that this spy would 
defect? 3. [count] a clause or statement providing or 
calling for something; stipulation; proviso: a provision in 
the sales agreement allowing for return or exchange 
within one year. 4. provisions, [plural] supplies of food. 
—v. [~ + obj} 5. to supply with provisions: They were 
well provisioned for the winter. See -vis-. 

pro-vi-sioneal (pra vizh’a nl) /pra'vizonl/ adj. serving for 
the time being only: temporary: a provisional govern- 
ment. —pro-vi/sion-al-ly, adv. See -vis-. 

pro-vieso (pra vi/z0) /pra'vayzow/ n. [count], ph -sos, 
-soes. 1. a clause or statement, as in a law, agreement, 
or contract, by which a condition is introduced. 2. a con- 
dition or stipulation: She take on the extra work with 
the proviso that she gets paid extra for overtime. See 
-VIS-. 

prov-o-castion (prov’a ka/shan) /,prova'keyfan/ n. the 
act of provoking or causing an often violent or strong re- 
action: [noncount]: The dictator attacked without provo- 
cation. [count]: mimerous provocations that he used as 
an excuse to launch a full-scale war. See -voc-. 

pro-voc-a-tive (pra vok/a tiv) /pra'vokotiv/ adj. 1. 
tending or serving to provoke. 2. stimulating; enticing: a 
provocative smile. —pro-voc/artive-ly, adv. See -voc-. 

pro-voke (pra vok’) /pra'vowk/ v. [~ + obj], -voked, 
-vok-ing. 1. to cause a feeling of anger in; annoy or ex- 
asperate: Stop provoking them with your negative com- 
ments. 2. to stir up, arouse, or call forth (feelings, de- 
sires, or activity): She provoked anger in a tot of people. 
—pro-vok/er, n. [count] See -voc-. 

pro-vo-losne (prō’və !6/né) /,prowva'lowniy/ n. [non- 
count] a mellow, light-colored Italian cheese. 

provost (prd/vost, prov’ast or, esp. in military usage, 
pro/vo) /‘prowvowst, 'provast or, esp. in military usage, 
Iprowvow/ n. [count] a high-ranking administrative offi- 
cer of some colleges and universities. 

prow (prou) /praw/ n. [count] 1. the front part of a ship 
or boat; bow. 2. a similar front part that sticks out, as the 
nose of an airplane. 

prow-ess (prou/is) /‘prawis/ n. [noncount] great or ex- 
ceptional ability, skill, or strength: his prowess in art; ath- 
letic prowess. 

prowl (proul) /prawl/ v. 1. to go about or move around 
in a quiet, sneaky way, as in search of something to steal 
or capture: [no obj): The neighbor's cat prowls around 
the garbage cans alt night. [~ + obj): The gang was out 
prowling the streets. —Idiom. 2. on the prowl, in the 
act of prowling; searching stealthily. —prowl/er, n. 
[count] 

-prox-, root. -prox- comes from Latin, where it has the 
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meaning “close; near.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APPROXIMATE, APPROXIMATION, PROXIMITY. 

Prox-imeiety (prok sini tē) /prok'simitiy/ n. [noncount] 
nearness in place, time, relation, etc. See -prox-. 

proxey (prok/sé) /‘prnksiy/ n., pl. -prox-ies. 1. [non- 
count] the power given a berson to act as the substitute 
for another or in place of another. 2. [count] the person 
who is given such authority; a substitute. See -cura-. 

prude (prdod) /pruwd/ n. [count] a person who is overly 
proper or modest and is, or acts as if he or she is, easily 
shocked, esp. in matters involving sex. —prud-er-y 
(proo’da re) /‘pruwdoriy/ n. [(noncount] —prud/ish, adj. 

pru-dence (prdod/ns) /‘pruwdns/ n. [noncount] the state 
or condition of being careful or wise in practical affairs. 

pru-dent (prood/nt) /'pruwdnt/ adj. 1. wise in practical 
affairs; thinking carefully before acting; sensible. 2. care- 
ful in providing for the future: prudent saving. —pru- 
den-tial (proo den/’shal) /pruw'denfol/ adj. —pru/- 
dent-ly, adv. 

prune’ (proon) /pruwn/ n. [count] any plum when it is 
dried. 

prune? (proon) /pruwn/ v. [~ + obj), pruned, prun-ing. 
1. to cut or chop off extra or unwanted twigs, branches, 
or roots from; trim: She pruned the trees in her garden. 
2. to cut or chop off: She pruned a few branches off her 
trees, 3. to remove (anything considered extra or unnec- 
essary): pruning surplus staff rnernbers. —prun/er, n. 
(count) 

prurrivent (proor7é ant) /'proriyont/ adj. having or show- 
ing strong interest in thoughts or desires about sex. 
—pru/ri-ence, n. [noncount] 

pry' (pri) /pray/ v. [no obj], pried, pry-ing. to ask rude 
or impolite questions about something private; to investi- 
gate or try to find out about something private. 

pry? (pri) /pray/ v., pried, pry-ing, n., pl. pries. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to move, raise, or open, with or as if with a tool 
like a lever: pried off the lid of the jar. 2. to obtain or get 
(something) with difficulty: to pry a secret out Of some- 
one. —n. [count] 3. a tool for prying. 

P.S., an abbreviation of: 1. permanent secretary. 2. Also, 
p.s. postscript. 3. Public School. 

psalm (sam) /sam/ n. [count] 1. a sacred song or hymn. 
2. [often: Psalm] any of the songs, hymns, or prayers 
contained in the Book of Psalms in the Bible: Psalrn 92; 
the Twenty-third Psalm. —psalm/ist, n. (court) 

pseudo-, prefix. 1. pseudo- comes from Greek, where it 
has the meaning “false; pretended; unreal’: pseudo- + 
intellectual ~ pseudointellectual (= a person pretending 
to be an intellectual). 2. pseudo- is also used to mean 
“closely or deceptively resembling”: pseudo- + -pod- 7 
pseudopod (= a part of an aninal that closely resernbles 
a foot). Also, esp. before a vowel, pseud-. 

pseu-do-nym (sdod/n im) /'suwdnim/ n. [count] a false 
name used by an author to conceal his or her identity; 
pen name. Compare alias. See -ONYM-. 

pshaw (sho) /fo/ interj. (used to show impatience, con- 
tempt, or disbelief}: “Pshaw; theres no way he can do 
that!” she exclained. 

PSOrrieaeSis (sə ri/a sis) /sa'rayosts/ n. [noncount] a skin 
disease characterized by scaly patches. 

psst or pst (pst) /pst/ interj. (used to attract someone's 
attention quietly): “Psst, in here!” he whispered. 
PST or P.S.T. or p.s.t., an abbreviation of: 
Standard Time. 

psych (sik) /sayk/ v. Informal. 1. to frighten or cause a 
feeling of uneasiness or anxiety in the mind: [~ + obj (+ 
out)]: The tall player on their team was trying to psych 
our players (out). [~ (+ out) + obj): to psych (out) the 
other team. 2. to prepare (oneself or another) to be in 
the right frame of mind or to do one’s best: [~ + obj}: 
was psyched and ready to go. [~ + oneself + up]: 
psyching himself up to propose. [~ + up + obj}: The 
coach tried to psych up the team. [~ + obj + up]: to 
psych the team up before the gaine. 3. [~ (+ out) + 
obj) to figure out ahead of time: trying to psych out 
which day he'd give the test. 

psych., an abbreviation of: 1. psychologist. 2. psychol- 
ogy. 

psy-che (si/ké) /‘saykiy/ n. [count] 1. the human soul, 
Spirit, or mind. 2. the mental or psychological structure 
of a person. 

psy-che-deleic (si’ki delik) /sayki'deltk/ adj. 1. of or 
noting a mental state of intensified sensory perception. 
2. of or pertaining to any of various drugs that produce 
this state. 3. resembling or characteristic of images, 
sounds, or the like, experienced while in such a State: 
psychedelic painting. —n. [count] 4. a psychedelic drug. 


Pacific 


proximity to ptomaine 


psy-chi-ateric (si/ké a/trik) /,saykiy'wtrrk/ adj. (before a 
nour) 1. of or relating to mental disorders or diseases of 
the mind. 2. of or relating to psychiatry. 

psy-chi-a-try (si ki/o tré, si-) /st'kayatriy, say-/ n. [non- 
count] the branch of medicine concerned with the study, 
diagnosis, and treatment of mental disorders. —psy- 
chi/a-trist, n. [count] 

psy-chic (si/kik) /'saykık/ adj. Also, psy/chiecal. 1. of 
or relating to the human psyche. 2. of or relating to 
some apparently nonphysical force or agency that is out- 
side natural or scientific knowledge: an apparent psychic 
power to read minds. —n. [count] 3. a person who is 
able to use some apparently nonphysical force or agency 
outside the boundaries of natural or scientific knowledge 
so as to predict the future, read minds, etc.; medium. 
—psy/chi-cal-ly, adv. 

Psy-cho (si/kō) /‘saykow/ n., pl. -chos, adj. Slang. —n. 
[count] 1. a crazy person. —adj. 2. characteristic of such 
a person. 

psycho-, prefix. psycho- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “soul; mind.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: PARAPSYCHOLOGY, PSYCHEDELIC, PSYCHIATRY, PSY- 
CHIC, PSYCHOLOGICAL, PSYCHOLOGY, PSYCHOPATH, PSYCHOSIS, 
PSYCHOTIC. 

psy-chorarnal-y-sis (s/kō ə nal/a_ sis) /say- 
kowa'nelasis/ n. [Noncount] a method for studying the 
hidden or unconscious processes of the mind as a way of 
treating mental illness. —psy-cho-an-aslyst (Si/kō an/I- 
ist) /saykow'anltst/ n. [count] See -.ys-. 

psy-cho-an-a-lyze (si/kō anl iz) /saykow'wnlayz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -lyzed, -lyz-ing. to treat by means of psychoa- 
nalysis. See -tys-. 

psy-cho-gensic (si/ka jen/ik) /sayko'd3zenik/ adj. hav- 
ing Origin in, or caused by, the mind or a mental condi- 
tion or process: a psychogenic disorder. See -GEN-. 

psy-cho-log:i-cal (si’ka loj/i kal) /sayka'lnd3ikal/ adj. 
1. [before a noun] of or relating to psychology: a psycho- 
logical screening test. 2. of or relating to the mental 
states or thought processes of a person: His problems 
are purely psychological. —psy/’cho-ieg/i-calely, adv. 
See -Loc-. 

psy-chol-o-gy (si kola jé) /say'knlad3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 
1. [noncount] the science of the mind or of mental states 
and processes: to major in psychology. 2. {noncount] the 
science of human and animal behavior. 3. all the mental 
states and processes that seem to be characteristic of a 
person or class of persons: [count]: a warlike psychology. 
{noncount): mob psychology. 4. [(noncount] mental ploys 
or strategy: He used psychology to get a promotion. 
—psy-chol/o-gist, 17. [count] See -Loc-. 

psy-cho-path (si/ka path’) /‘sayko,px0/ n. [count] a 
person having a disorder in which he or she shows no 
regard for morally or socially correct behavior and has no 
feelings of remorse from acting this way. —psy/’cho- 
path/ic, adj. (before a nour] See -PATH-. 

Psy-choresis (si kō/sis) /say'kowsis/ n., pl. -ses (-Séz) 
/-siyz/. a mental disorder characterized by beliefs about 
the world and about oneself that are not based on reality: 
[noncount]: the treatment of psychosis. [count]: His psy- 
choses included delusions and paranoia. 

psy-cho-so-mat-ic (si/kō sə matik, -sō-) /say- 
kowso'mattk, -sow-/ adj. of or relating to a physical dis- 
order or illness that is caused or seems to be influenced 
by emotional factors. See -som-. 

psy-cho-ther-a-py (si/k6 thera pē) /saykow'Oerapiy/ 
n. [noncount; count), pl. -pies. the psychological treat- 
ment of mental or emotional disorders, as by means of 
psychoanalysis or group therapy. —psy’cho-ther/a-pist, 
n. [count] 

psy-chot-ic (si kot/ik) /say'knttk/ adj. 1. suffering from 
a mental disorder or a psychosis. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son suffering from this. 

Psy-cho-tro-pic (si/kō trō/pik) /saykow'trowpik/ adj. 
l. affecting the mind. —n. [count] 2. a psychotropic 
drug, as a tranquilizer. 

Pt., an abbreviation of: 1. point. 2. port. 

pt., an abbreviation of: 1. part. 2. payment. 3. pint. 4. 
point. 5. port. 

-pter-, root. -pter- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “wing; feather.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DIPTEROUS, HELICOPTER. 

pter-o-dac-ty! (ter’a dak/til) /tera'daktil/ n. [court] an 
extinct flying reptile. See -PTER-. 

pter-o-saur (ter’a sdr’) /‘tera,sor/ n. [count] any of an 
order of flying reptiles. See -PTER-. 

pto-maine (tō/mān, tō man’) /towmeyn, tow'meyn/ n. 
[moncount] any of a class of foul-smelling substances 
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produced by bacteria during the rotting of animal or 
plant protein. 

pub (pub) /pab/ n. (count) a bar or tavern. 

pueber-ty (pyoo’ber të) /‘pyuwbortiy/ n. [noncount) the 
period of life during which the sex organs mature and 
certain other parts of the body develop (as breasts in fe- 
males and body hair in males), and the individual be- 
comes capable of sexual reproduction. 

pu-bes-cent (pyoo bes’ant) /pyuw'besont/ adj. [before a 
noun) arriving or having arrived at puberty. —pu-bes/- 
cence, n. [noncount) 

puebic (pydo/bik) /'‘pyuwbik/ adj. (before a noun) of, re- 
lating to, or situated near the genital organs: pubic hair. 

pubslic (pub/lik) /‘pablik/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or af- 
fecting a population or a community as a whole: a public 
nuisance; the public welfare. 2. (before a noun) done for, 
made for, acting for, or being in the service of the com- 
munity as a whole: public officials. 3. open to all per- 
sons; open to the view of all persons: a public meeting. 
4. generally known to most people of a community: The 
information became public. 5. (before a noun] familiar to 
the public; prominent: movie stars and other public 
figures. —n. ({noncount; the/one’s + ~] 6. the people 
who make up a community, State, or nation. 7. a particu- 
lar group of people with a common interest, aim, etc.: 
the book-buying public. —Idiom. 8. go public, a. to 
issue stock for sale to the general public. b. to present 
previously hidden or unknown information to the public: 
threatened to go public with the story. 9. in public, in a 
situation open to public notice, view, or access; publicly. 
10. make public, to cause to become known generally, 
as through the news media: (make + obj + ~]: He 
made the allegations public. (make + ~ + obj): She 
made public her plans for reform. —pub/lic-ly, adv. 

pubeli-castion (pub/li ka’shan) /,pabhi'keyfon/ n. 1. 
(noncount] the act of publishing a book, periodical, piece 
of music, or the like. 2. [moncount] the act of bringing 
before the public; announcement: the publication of the 
emergency plans for school closings. 3. [count] some- 
thing published: /iad 30 publications to his credit. 

pub/lic defend/er, n. [count] a full-time lawyer ap- 
pointed to represent people too poor to afford one in 
criminal cases. 

pub/lic domain’, n. (noncount; usually: the + ~) the 
legal status of a literary work or an invention whose cop- 
yright or patent has expired, or for which there never was 
such protection. 

pubsli-cist (pub/la sist) /‘pablasist/ n. [count] a person 
who publicizes, esp. a press agent or public-relations 
consultant. 

pubsliceiety (pu blis/i tē) /pa'blisitiy/ n. (moncount) 1. 
widespread mention in the news media or by word of 
mouth or other means of communication: wonderful 
publicity for his new book. 2. the technique, process, or 
business of gaining public notice or mention. 
pubseli-cize (pub/la siz’) /'pabla,sayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-cized, -ciz-ing. to give publicity to: Can you publicize 
the school play to attract more people? 

pub/lic opin/ion, n. [noncount] the opinion of many 
people on some issue, the state of a company’s or or- 
ganization’s relations with the public, or the degree of 
goodwill attained. 

pub/lic rela/tions, n. 1. [plural used with a plural 
verb] the actions of a corporation, individual, govern- 
ment, etc., in seeking to bring about goodwill with the 
public. 2. [norcount; used witli a singular verb] the tech- 
nique or profession of promoting such goodwill: He stud- 
ied management and public relations. 

pub/lic school’, n. 1. (in the U.S.) a school, usually for 
primary or secondary grades, that is paid for by public 
taxes: [count]: Public schools are usually supported by 
property taxes. [noncount]: He attended public school. 2. 
(in England) any of a number of secondary boarding 
schools that prepare students chiefly for the universities 
or for public service: [count]: Public schools are expen- 
sive int England. (noncourt): was sent to public school. 
pub/lic-spir/ited, adj. having or showing an unselfish 
interest in the public welfare. 

pub/lic utility, n. (court) a business enterprise, as a 
gas company, perforining a public service under govern- 
ment regulation. 

pub-lish (pub/lish) /‘pablif/ v. 1. to issue (newspapers, 
books, or otherwise reproduced text or graphic material, 
computer software, etc.) for sale or distribution to the 
public: [~ + obj): The company publishes books. (no 
obj): The newspaper stopped publisliing. 2. [~ + obj] to 
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issue publicly (the work of): They publish (the plays of 
William Shakespeare. —pub/lish-er, n. [count] 

pub-lish-ing (pub/lish ing) /‘pablifin/ n. [noncount] the 
act or business of printing and selling books. 

puce (pydos) /pyuws/ n. [noncount] 1. a dark or brown- 
ish purple. —adj. 2. of the color puce. 

puck (puk) /pak/ n. [count] a black disk of hard rubber 
that is hit into the goal in a game of ice hockey. 

puck-er (puk/ar) /'pakor/ v. 1. to draw or gather into 
wrinkles or folds; constrict: [no obj]: His face puckered 
when he bit into the sour candy. [~ + obj): She puck- 
ered her lips, expecting a kiss. —n. [count] 2. an irregu- 
lar fold; wrinkle. 3. a puckered part, as of cloth tightly or 
crookedly sewn. 

puck-ish (puk/ish) /'‘pakiJ/ adj. mischievous; impish. 

pud-ding (pddd/ing) /'pudin/ n. 1. a soft, thickened des- 
sert, usually made with milk, sugar, flour, and flavoring: 
[noncount]: Chocolate pudding is for dessert. (count): 
several puddings to choose from. 2. (noncount) Brit. the 
dessert course of a meal. 

pud-dle (pud/l) /‘padl/ n. [count] 1. a small pool of wa- 
ter, as of rainwater on the ground. 2. a small pool of any 
liquid: a puddle of black oil under the car. 

pudgry (puj/é) /'pad3iy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. short and fat 
or thick: an infant's pudgy fingers. 

pueb-lo (pweb/Id) /'pweblow/ n. [count], pl. -los. 1. a 
communal living place or dwelling of certain agricultural 
Native Americans of the southwestern U.S., consisting of 
a number of houses built together and made of stone or 
adobe. 2. any Indian village in the southwestern U.S. 3. 
(in Spanish America) a town or village. 4. (in the Philip- 
pines) a town or township. 

pu-er-ile (pydo%er il, -ə ril’, pydor’il, -il) /‘pyuworl, 
-o,rayl, ‘pyuril, -ayl/ adj. childishly foolish; immature; 
silly: puerile jokes. 

puff (puf) /paf/ n. (count) 1. a short, quick blast of air, 
smoke, vapor, etc. 2. the sound made in giving off such 
a short blast of air, vapor, smoke, etc. 3. an act of inhal- 
ing and exhaling, as on a cigarette or pipe. 4. a ball of 
light pastry baked and filled with whipped cream, jam, 
etc.: a cream puff, 5. a flattering review, as of a book or 
an actor's performance. —v. 6. [no obj] to blow with 
short, quick blasts, as the wind. 7. to (cause to) be let 
out or given out in a puff: [~ + obj]: He puffed a cloud 
of pipe smoke. (no obj): puffing on a cigar. 8. [no obj) to 
give out a puff or puffs of air; breathe quickly and with 
difficulty. 9. [no obj] to go or move with puffing or puffs: 
The train puffed into the station. 10. to (cause to) be- 
come inflated or swollen, or to stand out: (no obj; (~ + 
up)): Her face puffed up in reaction to the poison ivy. [~ 
+ obj): She puffed her cheeks in thought. (~ + up + 
Obj): The bird puffed up its feathers. 11. to make fluffy; 
fluff: [~ + up + obj): to puff up a pillow. (~ + obj + 
up]: to puff it up. 

puff-ball (puf/bdl’) /‘paf,bol/ n. [count] a rounded fun- 
gus that gives off a cloud of spores when pressed or bro- 
ken. 

puf-fin (puffin) /'‘pafin/ n. (count) a sea bird of the auk 
family with a short neck and a colorful, triangular bill. 

puf-fy (puf/é) /'pafiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. swollen in ap- 
pearance: puffy white clouds; a face puffy from crying. 
—puff/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

pug (pug) /pag/ n. [count] 1. one of a breed of small, 
squarely built dogs with a deeply wrinkled face, tightly 
curled tail, and a short, smooth, usually silver or brown- 
yellow coat with a black mask. 2. a pug nose. 

pu-gielism (pydo/ja liz’am) /'pyuwd3a,lizom/ n. (non- 
count] the art or practice of fighting with the fists; box- 
ing. —pu/gi-list, n. {count] —pu/girlis/tic, adj. See 
-PUGN-. 

-pugn-, root. -pugn- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “fight; fist.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: IMPUGN, PUGILISM, PUGNACIOUS, REPUGNANT. 

pug-na-cious (pug na/shas) /pag'neyJsas/ adj. too ready 
or eager to quarrel or fight; quarrelsome; belligerent; 
combative. —pug-na/cious-ly, adv. —pug-nac-i-ty 
(pug nas/i tē) /pag'nesitiy/ n. [noncount] See -PuGN-. 

pug’ nose’, n. (count) a short, broad, somewhat 
turned-up nose. —pug/-nosed’, adj. 

puke (pyook) /pyuwk/ v., puked, puk-ing, n. Slang. —v. 
1. to vomit: [no obj]: He wernt outside and puked. [~ + 
obj): puking dinner. —n. [noncountt) 2. vomit. 

pull (pool) /pul/ v. 1. to draw or haul toward oneself or 
itself, in a particular direction, or into a particular posi- 
tion: [~ + obj]: He pulled the sled up the luill. [no obj}: 
He pulled at the sled. 2. [~ + obj] to tear: to pull a cloth 
to pieces. 3. [~ + obj] to draw or pluck away from a 
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place of growth, attachment, etc.: The dentist pulled four 
of her teeth. 4. [~ + obj] to draw out (a weapon) for 
ready use: Sudderily they pulled a gun on me. 5. [~ + 
obj) to perform; carry out: They pulled a spectacular 
coup. 6. [~ + obj) to withdraw; remove: The manager 
pulled the pitcher from the game. 7. {~ (+ it) + obf) to 
attract; win: fo pull votes. 8. [~ + obj] to Strain (a mus- 
cle, ligament, or tendon). 9. [~ + obf) to be assigned: 
pulled guard duty. 10. (of a baseball) to (cause to) be hit 
so that it follows the direction in which the bat is being 
swung: [~ + obj]: He pulled the ball to left field. [no 
obj): The ball pulled foul. 11. [no obj) to move or go: 
The train pulled away from the station. 12. pull apart, 
to analyze or examine carefully and critically, esp. for er- 
rors: [~ + apart + obj]: pulling apart the committee's 
report. [~ + obj + apart]: pulling the report apart. 13. 
pull away, [710 obj] a. to move; withdraw: The car pulled 
away in a cloud of dust. b. to free oneself with force: The 
spacesltip tried to pull away from the earth's gravity. c. to 
Start to move ahead, as if by separating from another or 
others. 14. pull back, to (cause to) leave a position in 
retreat: [~ + back + obj): The general pulled back his 
troops. [~ + obj + back]: He pulled themi back. (no 
obj): The troops started to pull back. 15. pull down, [~ 
+ down + obj) Informal. to receive as a salary; earn: He 
is pulling down more than fifty thousand a year. 16. pull 
for, [~ + for + obj] to support actively; encourage: They 
were pulling for the Republican candidate. 17. pullin, a. 
[no obj) to arrive: The train just pulled in, b. to tighten; 
curb: [~ + in + obj): to pull in the reins. [~ + obj + 
in): to pull them in. c. Informal. to arrest (someone): [~ 
+ obj + in): The police pulled me in for speeding. [~ + 
in + obj): The police pulled in scores of protesters. 18. 
pull off, /nformal. to perform successfully, esp. some- 
thing difficult: [~ + off + obj): His political team pulled 
off a landslide victory. [~ + obj + off}: | don’t know how 
you pulled it off but you got the job! 19. pull out, [no 
obj) a. to depart: The train pulled out about three hours 
late. b. to abandon abruptly: to pull out of an agreement. 
20. pull over, to direct one’s automobile or other vehicle 
to the curb: [no obj): The police officer told me to pull 
over. [~ + obj + over]: told nie to pull the car over. 21. 
pull through, to (cause to) come safely through (a crisis, 
illness, etc.): [mo obj}: If we stay together, we'll pull 
through OK. [~ + through + obj): If we stay together, 
we'll pull through this crisis. 22. pull up, a. to bring or 
come to a halt, or to a slower pace: [no obj}: The runner 
pulled up lame after only two miles. [~ + obj + up): He 
pulled the car up in front of the house. b. [no obj) to 
bring or draw closer: For a few laps she pulled up to me. 
c. to root up; remove by the roots: [~ + up + obj}: He 
pulled up a weed. [~ + obj + up): He pulled it up. —n. 
23. (count) the act of pulling or drawing: signaled them 
with two pulls on the rope. 24. [noncount] force used in 
pulling; pulling power: /s there any pull on this line? 25. 
[count] a part or thing to be pulled, as a handle on a 
drawer. 26. [count] a pulled muscle: a thigh pull. 27. 
[noncount) influence, as with persons able to grant 
favors: has a lot of pull at city hall. 28. [noncount] the 
ability to attract; drawing power: The star has a lot of pull 
at the box office. —Idiom. 29. pull oneself together, 
to gain control of one’s emotions. 30. pull strings or 
wires, to use influence, as with powerful friends or co- 
workers, so as to gain one’s objectives. —pull/er, n. 
[count] 
pull-back (pddl/bak’) /'pul,bawk/ n. [count] the act of 
pulling back, esp. a retreat or a planned withdrawal of 
troops. 
pul-let (plit) /‘pulit/ n. [count] a young hen. 
pul-eley (pdol’é) /‘puliy/ n. [count], pl. -leys. a wheel for 
supporting, guiding, or transmitting force to or from a 
moving rope or cable that rides in a groove in its edge. 
Pulleman (pdol’man) /‘pulman/ n. [count], pl. -mans. 1. 
Trademark. a railroad sleeping car or parlor car. 2. [of 
ten: pullman) Also called Pull/man case’. a large suit- 
Case. 
pull-out (pddl/out’) /'‘pul,awt/ n. [count] 1. an act or in- 
stance of pulling out: a troop pullout. 2. a specially in- 
serted section of a newspaper or magazine that is meant 
to be pulled out: an advertising pullout. 
pull-o-ver (pdol/d/var) /'pul,owvor/ n. [count] 1. Also 
called slipover. a garment, esp. a sweater, that must be 
drawn over the head to be put on. —adj. [before a nour] 
2. designed to be put on by being drawn over the head: 
a pullover vest. 
pull/-up’ or pull/up’, n. [count] an exercise in which 
one raises the chin over a bar by lifting oneself by the 
hands and arms; a chin-up. 
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pul-mo-nar-y (pul’ma ner/’é, pool/-) /‘palma,neriy, ‘pol-/ 
adj. of or affecting the lungs. 

pulp (pulp) /palp/ n. [noncount] 1. the soft, juicy part of 
a fruit that can be eaten. 2. Also called dental pulp. the 
inner substance of the tooth, containing arteries, veins, 
and nerve tissue. 3. a soft, moist, slightly sticky mass, as 
that into which wood is converted in the making of pa- 
per. 4. a magazine or book printed on low-quality paper 
and often containing shocking material. —v. [~ + obj] 
5. to cause to be made into pulp, as by crushing: to pulp 
oranges. —pulp/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

pul-pit (pool/pit, pul/-) /‘pulpit, ‘pal-/ n. 1. [court] a 
platform or raised structure in a church, from which the 
sermon is delivered or the service is conducted. 2. [non- 
count] the clerical profession; ministry. 

-puls-, root. -puls- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “push; drive.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: COMPULSION, EXPULSION, IMPULSE, IMPULSIVE, PRO- 
PULSION, PULSAR, PULSATION, PULSE, REPULSE, REPULSIVE. 
See -PEL-. 

pulsar (pul/sar) /‘palsar/ n. [count] an object in space, 
generally believed to be a rapidly rotating neutron Star, 
that gives out pulses of radiation, esp. radio waves, very 
regularly. See -PuLs-. 

pul-sate (pul/sat) /'palseyt/ v. [no obj], -sat-ed, -sat 
ing. 1. to expand and contract reqularly; beat; throb: The 
blood was pulsating through his veins. 2. to vibrate. 
—pul-sa-tion (pul sa/shen) /pal'seyfan/ n. (noncount] 
See -PULS-. 

pulse (puls) /pals/ n., v., pulsed, pulseing. —n. [count] 
1. the reqular beat or throbbing of the arteries, caused 
by the successive contractions of the heart: The doctor 
felt his wrist for a pulse. 2. a stroke, vibration, or regular 
series of beats: a pulse of drums. 3. the general feelings, 
opinions, attitudes, or sentiments, as of the public. 4. a 
momentary, sudden surge or drop in an electrical quan- 
tity. 5. a single, sudden emission of particles or radia- 
tion. —v. [no obj} 6. to beat or throb; pulsate: The blood 
pulsed through his veins. See -Puts-. 

pul-ver-ize (pul/va riz’) /‘palva,rayz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 
1. to (cause to) be turned into or reduced to dust or 
powder, as by pounding or grinding: [~ + obj): The 
workers pulverized the rocks. [no obj): Over time the 
mineral slowly pulverized. 2. [~ + obj) to demolish or 
crush completely: The two-thousand-pouud bontb pul- 
verized the command center. —pul veri za.tion (pul/- 
vər i zā/shən) /,palvari'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 

puema (pyo6’ms, poo’-) /‘pyuwma, 'puw-/ r, pl. -mas. 
COUGAR. 

pumice (punis) /'‘pamis/ n. [noncount] a rough or 
sometimes spongy rock, a form of volcanic glass, used to 
clean or smooth objects. 

pum-mel (pum/sl) /‘pamol/ v. [~ + obj], -meled, -mel- 
ing or (esp. Brit.) -melled, -mel-ling. to beat or punch 
with or as if with the fists. 

pump! (pump) /pamp/ n. [count] 1. an apparatus or ma- 
chine for raising, pushing in or out, or compressing fluids 
Or gases: an air pump; gas pumps. —v. 2. to raise or 
drive with a pump: [~ + obj}: to pump water from the 
well. [no obj): His heart was still pumping. 3. [~ + obj) 
to force, inject, or put (something) into (something) like a 
pump or as if by using a pump: The gangster pumped 
ten bullets into him. 4. [~ (+ out) + obj] to free from 
water or other liquid by means of a pump: After the flood 
they tried to pump (out) the basement. 5. to (cause to) 
be operated or moved by an up-and-down or back-and- 
forth action: [no obj): He raced altead, lis legs pumping. 
[~ + obj): They pumped their fists and shouted. 6. [~ + 
obj] to question (someone) artfully or persistently: tried 
to pump me for information. 7. [no obj) to come out in 
squirts: Blood was pumping from the wound. 8. pump 
up, a. to inflate by pumping: [~ + up + obj): to pump 
up a tire. [~ + obj + up]: to puntp it up. b. to cause 
(someone) to have enthusiasm, competitive spirit, excite- 
ment, etc.: [7 + up + obj): The coach had to pump up 
lus team for the second half. [~ + obj + up): trying to 
pump them up for the second half. —Idiom. 9. pump 
iron, to lift weights as an exercise. —pump/er, n. [courrit] 

pump? (pump) /pamp/ n. [count] a woman's low-cut 
shoe with a moderately high heel. 

pum-per-nick-el (pum/per nik/al) /‘pampor,nikol/ ra 
(noncount] a coarse, dark, slightly sour bread made from 
rye flour. 

pump:kin (pump/kin or, corrunonly, pung/kin) /'pamp- 
kin or, commonly, 'pankin/ n. a large, edible, orange- 
yellow fruit that grows on a vine that lies on the ground: 
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[count]: to carve jack-o’-lanterns out of a couple of 
pumpkins. [noncount): a pie filed with pumpkin. 

pun (pun) /pan/ n., v., punned, punning. —n. [count] 1. 
the humorous use of a word or phrase so as to empha- 
size or suggest its different meanings or applications; the 
use of words that are alike or nearly alike in sound but 
different in meaning; a play on words. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
make puns. 

punch! (punch) /pantf/ n. 1. [count] a thrusting blow, 
esp. with the fist. 2. [noncount] forcefulness or effective- 
ness; power: Your writing lacks punch. —v. 3. to give a 
sharp thrust or blow to, esp. with the fist: [~ + obj]: 
punched him right in the nose. [no obj): They started 
punching and wrestling. 4. [~ + obj] Western U.S. and 
Canada. to drive (cattle). 5. to strike or hit in operating: 
[~ + obj): to pimch an elevator button. [no obj): punch- 
ing at the computer keyboard. 6. [~ + obj] to put into 
operation with or as if with a blow: to punch a time clock. 
See punch in and punch out below. 7. punch in, a. [No 
obj] to record one’s time of arrival at work by punching a 
time clock. b. [~ + in + obj] to enter (data), as into a 
computer, by striking keys: He punched in his password. 
8. punch out, a. [no obj] to record ones time of depar- 
ture from work by ptinching a time clock. b. Slang. to 
beat up with the fists: [~ + out + obj): punched out the 
mugger. [~ + obj + ont): “tH punch you out,” he 
shouted. 9. punch up, [~ + up + obj] to add life, zest, 
or vigor to; enliven: added some jokes to punch up the 
seninon. — Idiom. 10. pull punches, a. to lessen the 
force of one’s punches deliberately. b. to restrain oneself; 
hold back: didn’t putt any punches in voicing his dis- 
pleasure. —punch/er, n. [count] 

punch? (punch) /pantf/ n. [count] 1. a tool or machine 
for making holes or stamping materials, driving nails, 
etc.: a metal punch. 2. a device for making holes, as in 
paper. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to make holes in, stamp, drive, 
etc., with a punch. 4. to make (a hole) with a punch. 

punch? (punch) /pantf/ n. [(noncount] 1. a drink consist- 
ing of wine or spirits mixed with fruit juice, soda, etc., of- 
ten sweetened and spiced. 2. a beverage of fruit juices, 
sugar, and water. 

punch/-drunk/, adj. 1. (of a boxer) showing symptoms 
of injury to the brain, caused by repeated blows to the 
head, as dulled thinking capacity. 2. befuddled; dazed: 
was punch-dnink from studying. 

punch/ line’, n. [count] the final phrase or sentence in 
a joke, speech, or humorous story that conveys the point 
and is the source of humor. 

punchy (pun/ché) /'pantfiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. 
punch-drunk. 2. vigorously effective; forceful: punchy 
writing. 

-punct-, root. -punct- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “point; prick; pierce.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: ACUPUNCTURE, COMPUNCTION, EXPUNGE, 
PUNCTILIOUS, PUNCTUAL, PUNCTUALITY, PUNCTUATION, PUNC- 
TURE, PUNGENT. SEE -POINT-. 

puncetil-icous (pungk til”é əs) /pank'tiliyos/ adj. strict or 
exact in obeying the formalities of conduct, behavior, or 
actions: was very punctilious about fottowing orders. 
—punc-til/i-ous-ly, adv. —punc-til/i-ous-ness, n. [non- 
count} See -PUNCT-. 

punc:-tueal (pungk’choo al) /panktfuwol/ adj. being on 
time; prompt: He was always punctual for meetings. 
—punc-tu-al-i-ty (pungk/choo al/i tē) /,panktfuw'whitiy/ 
n. [norcount) —punc/tueal-ly, adv. See -PUNCT-. 

punc-tueate (pungk/choo at’) /‘panktfuw,eyt/ v., -ateed, 
-at-ing. 1. to mark or divide (something written) with 
punctuation: [~ + obj]: Punctiiate the following sen- 
tences. [no obj]: He needs to practice punctuating. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to interrupt at different times: Cheers punctuated 
the speech. 3. {~ + obj] to give emphasis or force to: 
He punctuated liis speech with gestures. See -PUNCT-. 

Puncetuea-tion (pungk/chdo a/shan) /,panktfuw'eyfon/ 
n. {(noncount) 1. the practice or system of using certain 
marks or characters in writing or printing in order to sep- 
arate the elements of sentences and make the meaning 
Clear: a tesson on correct punctuation, sucti as ending a 
sentence with a period and a question with a question 
mark, 2. punctuation marks, thought of as a group: Use 
punctuation to signat ttle corrections between and 
among your sentences. See -PUNCT-. 

punceture (pungk/cher) /'panktfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. the act of piercing or making a hole 
in something, as with a pointed instrument or object. 2. 
a hole or mark so made: punctures troin the needte. —v. 
3. to (cause to) be pierced; to (cause to) have a hole 
made in, as with a pointed instrument: [~ + obj]: The 
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tire was punctured by a nail. [no obj): The tires punc- 
tured with a bang. 4. [~ + obj] to make (a hole) by 
piercing: punctured holes in the top of the jar. 5. [~ + 
obj] to reduce or make less as if by piercing: The failure 
punctured her pride. 6. [~ + obj] to cause to collapse or 
disintegrate: to puncture a dream of success. See 
-PUNCT-. 

pun-dit (pun/dit) /‘pandit/ n. [count] a person who is an 
expert or authority, or one who is treated as such, or one 
who is knowledgeable in an area or assumed to be so. 
—pun-dit-ry (pun/di tré) /‘panditriy/ n. [(noncount] 

pun-gent (pun/jant) /‘pand3ant/ adj. 1. sharply affecting 
the sense of taste or smell; biting; acrid: the pungent 
aroma of garlic. 2. sharply expressive; biting: pungent 
criticism. —pun/gen-cy, n. [noncount] —pun/gent-ly, 
adv. See -PUNCT-. 

pun-ish (pun/ish) /'panif/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to cause 
(someone) to undergo or suffer pain, loss, jail, or death 
as a penalty for some offense or fault. 2. to inflict such a 
penalty for (an offense or fault): to punish theft. 3. to 
handle or treat harshly or roughly; hurt: The rocky road 
really punishes these tires. See -PEN-. —Related 
Words. PUNISH iS a verb, PUNISHMENT iS a noun, PUNISHA- 
BLE is an adjective: The teacher had to punish her Sti- 
dents. The punishment must fit the crime. That crime is 
punishable by death. 

pun-ish-eaeble (pun/ish ə bal) /‘panifabal/ adj. that may 
be punished; deserving of punishment: a punishable of- 
fense. See -PEN-. 

pun-ish-ment (pun/ish mont) /‘panifmont/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of punishing; the fact of being punished. 
2. [count] a penalty assigned to or imposed for an of- 
fense or fault: The punishment was a year in jail 3. 
[noncount] severe or harsh handling or treatment: This 
car has taken a fot of punishinent over the years. See 
-PEN-. 

pueni-tive (pydo/ni tiv) /‘pyuwnitiv/ adj. 1. serving as, 
concerned with, or giving punishment. 2. harsh and se- 
vere: a punitive tax. —pu/nictiverly, adv. See -PEN-. 
punk (pungk) /pagk/ n. 1. [count] Slang. a young hood- 
lum. 2. PUNK ROCK. 3. [noncount] a style or movement, 
mostly of young people, whose followers wear aggres- 
sively unusual clothing, hairstyles, etc. 4. PUNKER. —adj. 
5. of or relating to punk rock or punk Style. 

punkeer (pung/ker) /'pankor/ n. [count] a punk rock 
musician or a follower of punk rock or punk style. 

punk’ rock/, n. [noncount] rock music having loud, re- 
peating, insistent music and aggressive, often violent 
lyrics. —punk/ rock/er, n. [count] 

punester (pun/star) /‘panstor/ n. [count] a person who 
makes puns frequently. 

punt? (punt) /pant/ n. (count) 1. a kick, as in football or 
rugby, in which the ball is dropped and kicked before it 
touches the ground. —v. 2. to kick (a dropped ball) be- 
fore it touches the ground: [~ + obj]: He punted the 
bath. [no obj]: ready to punt. 3. [no obj) Informal. to stall 
or delay while thinking up an answer: /f they ask you for 
exact sales figures, you'll have to punt. —punt/er, n. 
[count] 

punt? (punt) /pant/ n. (count) 1. a small, shallow, flat- 
bottomed boat with square ends, propelled with a pole. 
—v. 2. to pole (a small boat): [~ + obj]: He punted the 
boat along. [no obj]: They went out punting. —punt/er, 
n. [count] 

pueny (pyoo/ne) /'pyuwniy/ adj., -ni-er, -nivest. 1. of less 
than normal size and strength; weak: a puny body. 2. 
unimportant; insignificant: a puny threat. —pu/nieness, 
n. (nonconnet) 

pup (pup) /pap/ n., v., pupped, pup-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a young dog; puppy. 2. the young of certain other ani- 
mals, as the rat or fur seal. —v. [no obj] 3. to give birth 
to pups. 

puepa (pyoo’pa) /'pyuwpo/ n. [count], pl. -pae (-pé) /-piy/ 
-pas. an insect in the nonfeeding, usually nonmoving, 
stage between the larva and the adult. —pu/pal, adj. 

puspil' (pydo’pal) /‘pyuwpol/ n. [count] a person, usually 
young, who is learning from or being taught by a teacher 
at school or a private tutor; student. 

puepil? (pyoo/pal) /‘pyuwpal/ n. [count] the opening in 
the iris of the eye that narrows and widens as more or 
less light passes through to the retina. 

pup-pet (pup/it) /‘papit/ n. [count] 1. a usually small, 
doll-like figure representing a human being or an animal, 
moved by the hands or by rods, wires, etc. 2. a person, 
group, or government whose actions are controlled by 
another or others. —adj. [before a noun) 3. controlled by 
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others: a puppet government. —pup-petery (pupi trē) 
l'papıitriy/ n. [noncount]) 

pup-pet-eer (pupi tér’) /,papi'tiar/ n. [Count] a person 
who moves or handles puppets, as in a puppet show. 

pup-py (pup/’é) /'papiy/ n. [count], pl. -pies. a young 
dog. 

pup’ tent’, n. (count) a small tent for two persons. 

-Pur-, root. -pur- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “pure.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
EXPURGATE, IMPURE, IMPURITY, PURE, PURÉE, PURGATIVE, PUR- 
GATORY, PURGE, PURIFY, PURITAN, PURITY. 

purchase (pûr/chəs) /'partfos/ v., -chased, -chas-ing, 
n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to get or obtain by the payment of 
money or its equivalent; buy: enough money to purchase 
a house. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to be enough to buy: Ten 
dollars will purchase two tickets. 3. to get or obtain by 
effort, sacrifice, flattery, etc.: His loyalty can't be pur- 
chased. —n. 4. [noncount] acquisition; getting or obtain- 
ing by the payment of money or its equivalent: Mail in a 
proof of purchase. 5. (count) something purchased or 
bought: made a few purchases. —pur/chas-a-ble, adj. 
—pur/chas-er, n. [count] 

pure (pyòór) /pyur/ adj., pur-er, pur-est. 1. free from 
any extra matter or material: pure enough to drink. 2. 
not changed by mixing; clear: pure white. 3. [before a 
noun) complete; absolute: a pure accident. 4. of un- 
mixed ancestry: The dog was a pure German shepherd. 
5. free from blemishes: pure skin. 6. [before a noun) ab- 
Stract or theoretical (opposed to applied): pure mathe- 
matics. 7. free from evil: a pure heart. 8. chaste; virgin: 
a pure maiden. —pure/ness, n. [Noncount] See -PuR-. 

pure-bred (adj. pyddor/bred’; n. pyddr/bred’) / adj. 
‘pyur'bred; n. 'pyur,bred/ adj. 1. of or relating to an in- 
dividual whose ancestors come from a recognized breed 
for many generations. —n. [count] 2. a purebred animal. 
See -PuR-. 

purée or purree (pyòð ra’, -ré’) /pyu'rey, -'riy/ n., v., 
-réed, -rée-ing. —n. 1. a thick liquid or pulp prepared 
from cooked vegetables, fruit, etc., passed through a 
sieve or broken down in a blender or similar device: 
[noncount): tomato purée. [count]: soups and purées. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to make a purée of: puréed the food. 
See -PurR-. 

pure-ly (pydor/lé) /'pyurliy/ adv. completely; utterly; ab- 
solutely: /t was purely coincidental. See -pur-. 

pur-gartive (pûr/gə tiv) /‘pargotiv/ adj. 1. cleansing or 
cleaning out; purging. —n. [count] 2. a medicine that 
purges. See -Pur-. 

Purega-torry (pur/ga tore, -tor’e) /'psrga,toriy, 
-,towriy/ n, pl. -ries. 1. [noncount] (esp. in Roman 
Catholic belief) a place or state following death in which 
souls not condemned to hell are purified of lesser sins or 
undergo the punishment still remaining for forgiven mor- 
tal sins and are thereby made ready for heaven. 2. a 
state or place of temporary suffering: (count): The stuffy 
Subway car was a purgatory to be endured. [noncount): 
The experience was pure purgatory. —pur/gasto/ri-al, 
adj. See -Pur-. 

purge (purj) /p3rd3/ v., purged, purg-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to rid of impurities; cleanse; purify. 2. [~ + obj 
+ of + obj] to clear or free (something), as by getting 
rid of or removing undesirable members: The revolu- 
tionaries purged the party of anyone thought to be dis- 
loyal. 3. [~ + obj] to get rid of or remove (undesirable 
members) from a government, political organization, 
etc.: The party purged anyone disloyal. 4. [~ + obj] to 
clear or empty (the stomach or intestines) by causing 
vomiting or a forced movement of the bowels. —n. 
[count] 5. the act or process of purging. 6. the removal 
of members of an organization who are considered dis- 
loyal or otherwise undesirable. 7. something that purges, 
as a medicine. —pureg/er, n. (count) See -pur-. 

purri-fy (pyddr’a fi’) /‘pyura,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to make pure; free from anything that pollutes or 
contaminates. 2. to free from extra or objectionable 
elements. —purri-fi-ca-tion (pyddr’a fi ka’shan) /,pyur- 
ofi'keyfon/ n. [noncount] —pu/ri-fi/er, n. [count] See 
-PUR-. 

pureism (pyddr/iz am) /'pyorizam/ n. [noncount) the act 
of strictly observing or insisting on purity or correctness 
in language, Style, beliefs, etc. See -PuR-. 

purist (pyddr/ist) /'pyurist/ n. [count] a person who 
Strictly observes and insists on purity or correctness in 
language, style, beliefs, etc.: linguistic purists who insist 
on ‘It's I’ instead of “It's me.” See -PUR-. 

Purrietan (pyddr/i tn) /‘pyuritn/ n. [count] 1. a member 
of a group of Protestants that arose in the 16th century 


within the Church of England, calling for the simplifying 
of doctrine and worship and greater strictness in religious 
discipline. 2. [puritan] a person who is strict in moral or 
religious matters, often to an excessive degree. —adj. 3. 
of or relating to the Puritans. 4. [puritan] of, relating to, 
or characteristic of a moral puritan. —Pur/ietan-ism, 
Pur/i-tan-ism, n. [Noncount] See -PuR-. 

pur-ietan-i-cal (pydor/i_ tan/i kəl) /,pyori'tenikol/ adj. 
very strict or too strict in moral or religious matters. 
—pur/i-tan/i-cal-ly, adv. See -pur-. 

Pueriety (pydor’i tē) /"pyuritiy/ n. [noncount) the quality 
or state of being pure. See -pur-. 

purl (purl) /psrl/ n. [count] 1. a basic stitch in knitting, 
the reverse of the knit. —v. 2. to knit with a purl stitch: 
[7 + obj}: purl two rows. (no obj): learning to purl. 

pur-loin (par loin’, pir/loin) /par'loyn, 'parloyn/ v. [~ + 
obj] to take dishonestly; steal: to purloin someone’s wal- 
let. —pur-loin/er, n. [cout] 

pur-ple (pûr/pal) /'psrpal/ n., adj., -pler, -plest. —n. 1. 
any color having both red and blue, esp. one deep in 
tone: [noncount): colored rich, dark purple. [count]: a 
rich, dark purple. —adj. 2. of the color purple. 3. exag- 
gerated and too ornate: purple prose. 4. profane or 
shocking, as language. —Idiom. 5. born to the pur- 
ple, of royal birth. —pur/plish, adj. 

purport (v. pər port’, -pōrt/; n. pûr/pôrt, -pōrt) / v. 
por'port, -'powrt; n. 'p3rport, -powrt/ v. [~ + to + verb] 
1. to present, esp. deliberately, the appearance of being; 
claim or pretend to be (something one is not): A man 
purporting to be the manager is calling. —n. [noncount] 
2. the meaning or sense of something, as of a piece of 
writing or of what one says: the general purport of the 
message. —pur’port-ed, adj.: We saw no evidence of 
his purported wealth. —pur/port-ed-ly, adv.: He was 
purportedly wealthy. See -Port-. 

pur-pose (ptr/pas) /'p3rpəs/ n. 1. [count] the reason for 
which something exists or is done, made, etc.: For what 
purpose are we meeting today? 2. [count] an intended 
or desired result; aim; goal: His purpose in life was to get 
rich. 3. [noncount] willingness to accomplish or achieve 
some goal or aim; resoluteness: A good Student has to 
have a sense of purpose. —Idiom. 4. on purpose, in- 
tentionally: She spilled the paint on purpose. —pur’- 
pose-less, adj. See -pos-. 

pur-pose-ful (půr/pəs fal) /'parpasfol/ adj. having a 
purpose: a purposeful effort to reform the system. See 
-POS-. 

Purr (pur) /p3r/ n. (count) 1. the low, continuous, vibrat- 
ing sound a cat makes, as when contented. 2. any simi- 
lar sound: the purr of the car's engine. —v. 3. to utter 
such a sound: [no obj]: The cat purred quietly. [~ + 
obj): The cat purred its contentment. 4. [no obj] to make 
a similar sound: The new engine purred. 5. (used with 
quotations] to say in a purr: “Right this way,” she purred. 

purse (pts) /p3rs/ n., v., pursed, purs-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a woman's handbag or pocketbook. 2. a small con- 
tainer for carrying money: a change purse. 3. a sum of 
money offered as a prize or collected as a gift: a purse of 
$50,000 as first prize. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to pucker: fo 
purse one’s lips. 

purs-er (pur/sar) /'psrsor/ n. (court) an officer who is in 
charge of the accounts and documents of a ship and who 
keeps money and valuables for passengers. 

puresueance (per sod’ans) /par'suwons/ n. [noncount] 
the carrying out or following of some plan, course, or the 
like. See -SEQ-. 

pur-ssueant (pər soo’ant) /par'suwont/ adj. 1. pursuing. 
—Idiom. 2. pursuant to, in accordance with: Pursuant 
to instructions, | enclose the documents. See -SEQ-. 

puresue (par soo’) /por'suw/ v. [~ + obj], -sued, -su- 
ing. 1. to follow in order to overtake, capture, kill, etc.; 
chase: The army pursued the retreating enemy. 2. to 
carry on or continue (a course of action, inquiry, etc.), 
esp. in order to accomplish some goal: She pursued a 
degree in business. 3. to practice (an occupation or pas- 
time): fo pursue a career in law. 4. to continue to discuss 
(a subject): pursued the question of his involvement. 
—pur-su/’a-ble, adj. —pur-su/er, n. [count] See -seoQ-. 

pursuit (pər soot’) /por'suwt/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
of pursuing: raced in pursuit of the thief. 2. (count) an 
occupation or pastime that one regularly engages in: /it- 
erary pursuits. —Idiom. 3. in hot pursuit, actively pur- 
suing or chasing, and close to catching up to someone. 
See -SEQ-. 

purevey (par va’) /por'vcy/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to supply 
(esp. provisions), usually as a business: They purvey food 
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to slips in the harbor. 2. to peddle; sell: purveying por- 
nography. —pur-vey/or, 1. [count] 

purview (pur/vyoo) /'p3rvyuw/ n. [noncount] the range 
of operation, authority, concern, etc.: Collecting taxes 
falls within the purview of the assessor. 

pus (pus) /pas/ n. (noncount] a yellow-white, liquid-like 
substance produced by the body in an infected wound, in 
abscesses and sores, etc. 

push (pddsh) /pof/ v. 1. to press against with force in or- 
der to move: [~ + obj]: He rudely pushed themi aside. 
[no obj]: They were pushing and shoving. 2. to move 
(something) in a certain way, as by exerting force: [~ + 
obj): pushed the door open. [no obj): He pushed past 
me. 3. to (cause to) extend or stick up or out; thrust: [no 
obj): The plant pushed out of the soil. [~ + obj): Pres- 
sure pushed lava to the surface. 4. to urge (someone) to 
some action, or on some course of action: [no obj): He's 
pushing too hard at his new job. [~ + obj): He's pushing 
himself too hard; he needs a break. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: His parents pushed him to get a job. 5. to press 
(an action, proposal, etc.) with energy and by making de- 
mands: [~ + obj}: to push a bill through Congress. (no 
obj): pushing for passage of the bill. 6. [no obj] to urge 
or promote the use, sale, adoption, etc., of something; 
promote: still pushing for his vision of what our group 
should be about. 7. {~ + obj] to press or bear hard 
upon: The lawyer began to push the witness for an an- 
swer. 8. [~ + obj] Slang. to sell (illegal drugs): He was 
arrested for pushing cocaine and heroin. 9. (be + ~ing; 
~ + obj] Informal. to be approaching: The car was push- 
ing the speed limit. 10. push around, to bully or intimi- 
date: [~ + obj + around): always pushing the younger 
boys around. [~ + around + obj): always pushing 
around boys weaker than himself. 11. push off, [no obj) 
Informal. to go away; depart. 12. push on, [no obj) to 
proceed; press forward: He pushed on with the project. 
—n. 13. [count] the act of pushing; a shove or thrust. 
14. [count] a strong, determined effort, campaign, ad- 
vance, military attack, etc. 15. [noncount] Informal. en- 
ergy to complete an activity; purpose; drive; enterprise. 
—Idiom. 16. when or if push comes to shove, when 
or if a problem must finally be dealt with. 

push’ but’ton, z. [count] a button that opens or closes 
an electric circuit when it is pressed or released. 
—push/-but/ton, adj.: a push-button phone. 

push-er (pddsh/ar) /'pufar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that pushes. 2. a person who sells illegal drugs. 

push-o-ver (pddsh/0/var) /'puf,owvar/ n. [count] 1. any- 
thing done easily. 2. an easily defeated person or team. 
3. a person who is easily persuaded or influenced. 

push/-up’, n. [count] an exercise in which a person lies 
facedown with the hands and palms down under the 
shoulders and raises and lowers the body using only the 
arms. 

push-y (pddsh/’é) /'pufiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. annoyingly 
forward, bold, or self-assertive: a pushy salesman. 
—push/i-ness, i. [moncount] 

pucsil-lansisemous  (pydo’so lan’a məs) = /,pyu- 
wso'lanomos/ adj. lacking courage or the will to go on; 
cowardly. —pu-sil-lasnimei-ty (pyoo’sa la nim/i tē) /,pyu- 
wsolo'nimitiy/ n. [noncount] See -ANIMA-. 

puss’ (pdds) /puos/ n. [count] a cat. 

puss? (pdds) /pus/ n. [count] the face. 

pussy (pd0s/é) /'posiy/ n. [court], pl. puss-ies. a cat, 
esp. a kitten. 

puss-y-foot (pdds/é foot’) /'pusiy,fut/ v. [no obj] to go 
or move in a cautious manner, or as if afraid to commit 
oneself or make a definite decision. 

puss’y wil/low (pd0s/é) /‘pusiy/ n. [court] a small wil- 
low having silky, furry catkins. 

pus-tule (pus/chdol) /'pastfol/ n. [count] a small swell- 
ing of the skin containing pus. 

put (pddt) /put/ v., put, put-ting, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
move (anything) into a specific location or position; 
place: Put your clothes back in your closet. 2. [ro obj) to 
go or proceed: The submarines put to sea. 3. [~ + obj) 
to bring into some condition, relation, etc.: putting all 
one’s affairs in order. &. [~ + obj) to force (someone) to 
undergo something or set (someone) to a duty, task, or 
action, etc.: They put ine to work chopping wood. 5. [~ 
+ obj} to provide musical accompaniment for (words); 
set: putting a poem to tuusic. 6. [~ + obj) to assign; to 
place (something) in connection with something else in 
the mind: to put the blame on others. 7.([~ + obj + at 
+ obj) to estimate: /d put the distance at about fifty 
miles. 8. [~ + obj + on + obj) to bet or wager: /fe put 
half a million dollars on the horse to win. 9. [~ + obj] to 
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express or State: To put it honestly, | don’t care. 10. [~ 
+ obj] to apply to a use or purpose: She put her knowl- 
edge to good use. 11. [~ + obj] to submit for others to 
consider: So I put it to you: Should we proceed or not? 
12. [~ + obj + on) to impose: to put a new sales tax on 
beverages. 13. [~ + obj] to invest: She put all her 
savings into government bonds. 14. [~ + obj] to throw 
(a heavy metal ball): to put the shot. 15. put about, 
Nautical. a. (no obj) to change direction, as on a Course. 
b. [~ + obj + about) to turn in a different direction: Put 
the ship about. 16. put across, to cause to be under- 
stood or received favorably: [~ + obj + across]: Can you 
put your ideas across better? [~ + across + obj): to put 
across her message as a candidate. 17. put aside or by, 
a. to store up; save: [~ + obj + aside]: She had put 
some money aside. [~ + aside + obj]: She managed to 
put aside some money. b. to put out of the way: [~ + 
obj + aside): putting that issue aside for the moment. [~ 
+ aside + obj): Put aside that issue. 18. put away, a. 
to put in the correct or named place for storage: [~ + 
obj + away]: Put the clothes away. [~ + away + obj): 
Put away your clothes. b. to save, esp. for later use: [7 
+ obj + away]: She had put some money away. [~ + 
away + obj): She put away some money. ©. to drink or 
eat, esp. in large amounts: [~ + away + obj): He can 
really put away those sandwiches! [~ + obj + away]: He 
can really put it away when he’s hungry. d. to confine or 
cause to be confined in a jail or a mental institution: [~ 
+ away + obj): put away the convict for twenty years. [7 
+ obj + away]: The judge put him away for twenty 
years. 19. put down, a. to write down; record: [~ + 
down + obj): Put down your name on the list. [~ + obj 
+ down): He put his name down. b. to enter in a list, as 
of subscribers or contributors: [~ + obj + down + for 
+ obj): Put me down for fifteen dollars. (~ + down SP 
obj + for + obj): Put down Mr. Smith for (a donation ol) 
fifty dollars. c. to suppress; crush; defeat: [~ + down + 
obj): The army put down the rebellion. [~ + obj + 
down]: The army put the rebellion down. d. [~ + obj + 
down + to + obj) to figure out or determine the reasons 
for; to attribute; ascribe: Put the mistakes down to care- 
lessness. e. [~ + obj + down + as + obj) to regard or 
categorize (someone as being a certain type): The com- 
mittee put him down as a chronic complainer. f. to hu- 
miliate or embarrass; make (someone) feel foolish, in- 
sulted, or ridiculous: [~ + obj + down): She put him 
down with that nasty insult. (~ + down + obj): Don't feel 
bad; she puts down everybody who says anything nice to 
her. g. to pay (money) as a deposit: [~ + obj + down): 
putting fifty dollars down on (= toward the purchase of 
that refrigerator. [~ + down + obj): I'm putting down 
fifty dollars now. h. [~ + obj + down] to land an air- 
craft: He put the plane down in a field. i. to kill (an ani- 
mal, esp. a pet) by methods that do not hurt or cause 
pain: [~ + obj + down): They had to put their old dog 
dowu; he was so sick. [~ + down + obj): It was hard for 
them to put down the old dog. 20. put forth, a. [~ + 
forth + obj] to bear: trees putting forth green shoots. b. 
to propose; present; set out for others to consider: [~ + 
forth + obj): putting forth all these new ideas. [~ + obj 
+ forth): putting them forth. 21. put forward, to pro- 
pose; present; set out for others to consider; to advance: 
[~ + forward + obj]: He put forward a new plan to coor- 
dinate the departrnuents. [~ + obj + forward]: He put a 
new plan forward. 22. put in, [~ + in + obj) to spend 
(time) as indicated: He put in twenty-five years at that 
job. 23. put in for, [~ + in + for + obj) to apply for or 
request: fo put in for a transfer. 24. put off, a. to post- 
pone; defer: [~ + obj + of): Can we put the meeting 
Off? {~ + off + obj): He put off the meeting. (~ + off + 
verb-ing)]: He put off discussing the problem with her. b. 
to get rid of by avoiding, evading, or delaying: [~ + obj 
+ off}: Tell your secretary to put that salesman off until 
next week. [~ + Off + obj]: Put off that salesman until 
next week. c. to disconcert or perturb: [~ + obj + off): 
The book’s nasty tone put us off. (~ + off + obj): The 
book's tone will put off most readers. 25. put on, a. to 
clothe oneself in: [~ + obj + on): Put your clothes on. 
[~ + on + obj): Put on your clothes. b. [~ + on + obj) 
to assume or pretend: He was putting on airs, pretending 
to be royalty or something. c. to produce or stage: [~ + 
on + obj): put on a performance. (~ + obj + ont): 
They'll put a show on again in the spring. d. [~ + obj + 
on) Informal. to deceive (someone) as a joke; tease: 
You're putting me on—there really isn't a day off. e. [~ 
+ on + obj] to increase; gain: You've put on weight. 26. 
put out, a. to extinguish, as a fire: [~ + obj + out): Put 
the fire out. (~ + out + obj): Put out the fire. b. [~ + 
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obj + out] to cause to be inconvenienced: / would be 
putting her out if | brought six uninvited guests for din- 
ner. ¢ [~ + obj + ont] Baseball, Softball. to cause to 
prevent from reaching base or scoring. d. [~ + out + 
obj) to publish, broadcast, or make known: Who put out 
the story? 27. put through, a. [~ + obj + through) to 
make a telephone connection for: Put me through to Los 
Angeles. b. to make (a telephone connection): [~ + obj 
+ through): to put a call through to Hong Kong. [~ + 
through + obj): to put through a call to Hong Kong. c. 
[~+ obj + through + obj] to cause (someone) to suffer 
or endure (something): She put us through misery. 28. 
put up, a. to construct; erect: [~ + up + obj): to put up 
a tent. [~ + obj + up): to put a tent up. b. to can; pre- 
serve: [~ + up + obj): to put up jelly. {~ + obj + up): 
to put vegetables up for the winter. c. to provide or stake 
(money), as in gambling or business: [~ + up + obj): 
Put up the cash or get out of the game. [~ + obj + up): 
Put the cash up or get out of the game. d. to provide a 
place to sleep or stay for; to lodge: [~ + up + obj]: We 
can put up a few guests. [~ + obj + up]: We can put a 
few guests up. e. [~ + up + obj] to mount or engage 
in, as Opposition, a struggle, a fight, etc.: We'll have to 
put up a fight. f. to offer, esp. for public sale: [~ + up + 
obj): They put up their house for sale. [~ + obj + up): 
They put their house up for sale. 29. put upon, [no obj] 
to be taken unfair advantage of; to be imposed upon: He 
felt very put upon in his new job. 30. put up to, [~ + 
obj + up + to + obj) to provoke or incite: Who put you 
up to these cowardly acts? 31. put up with, [~ + up + 
with + obj] to tolerate: How can you put up with such in- 
tense pain? —n. [count] 32. a throw, esp. with a forward 
motion of the hand. —Jdjom. 33. put one’s best foot 
forward, to try to make as good an impression as possi- 
ble. 34. put oneself out, to take pains; go to trouble or 
expense. 35. put something over on, [~ + obj] to de- 
ceive. 

Purta-tive (pyoo/ta tiv) /'pyuwtotiv/ adj. commonly 
thought of as such: a putative mobster. See -PUTE-. 

put/-down’ or put/down’, n. [count] 1. a landing of 
an aircraft. 2. /nformal. an insulting or humiliating re- 
mark: a sarcastic putdown. 

-pute-, root. -pute- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to clean, prune; consider; think.” This meaning 
is found in such words as: AMPUTATE, COMPUTATION, COM- 
PUTE, DEPUTY, DISPUTE, DISREPUTABLE, IMPUTE, INDISPUTABLE, 
PUTATIVE, REPUTABLE, REPUTATION. 

put-on (1. pdot/on’, -6n’; adj. -on’, -6n/) / n. 'put,on, 
>on; adj. -'on, -'on/ n. [count] Informal. 1. an act or in- 
stance of putting someone on; a trick or hoax. —adj. 2. 
pretended or assumed. 

pu-tre-fy (pyoo/tra fi’) /‘pyuwtra,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 
to make putrid: [no Obj]: A poison gas causes skin to pu- 
trefy in seconds. [~ + obj): to putrefy the skin. —puctre- 
faction (pyoo’tra fak’shen) /,pyuwtra'fekfaon/ n. (non- 
count] 

pu-tres-cent (pyso tres’ant) /pyuw'tresont/ adj. 1. be- 
coming putrid; undergoing a process of rotting. 2. of or 
relating to putrefaction. —pu-tres’cence, n. [Noncount] 

pu-trid (pydo/trid) /‘pyuwtrid/ adj. 1. being in a state of 
foul decay. 2. of very low quality; rotten. 

putsch (pooch) /potf/ n. (count) a sudden political revolt 
or uprising. 

putt (put) /pat/ v. 1. to strike (a golf ball) gently so as to 
make it roll along the green into the hole: [~ + obj]: He 
putted the ball into the hole. [no obj): learning how to 
putt. —n. [count] 2. a stroke made in putting. 

put-ter’ (put/ar) /'pator/ v. [no obj) to busy or occupy 
oneself in a leisurely, casual, or ineffective manner: put- 
tering around the house. Also, esp. Brit., pot-ter (pot/ar) 
potor/ —put/ter-er, n. (count) 

putt-er? (put/ar) /'patər/ n. [count] 1. a golf club used in 
putting. 2. a person who putts a golf ball. 

putty (put7é) /‘patiy/ n., pl. -ties, v., -tied, -ty-ing. —n. 
[noncount] 1. a compound, usually a paste made partly 
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of linseed oil, used to hold windowpanes tn place, patch 
woodwork defects, seal the joints of tubes or pipes, etc. 
2. a person or thing easily molded or influenced: He was 
putty in her hands. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cover with putty; 
use putty on. 

Puzzle (puz/al) /‘pazal/ n., v., -zled, -zling. —n. [count] 
1. a toy, problem, or other game designed to amuse by 
presenting difficulties to be solved by clever thinking or 
patient effort: a jigsaw puzzle. 2. [usually singular] a 
question, matter, or person that is difficult to understand, 
figure out, or explain. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to confuse: baf- 
fle; mystify: My symptoms puzzled tlie doctor. 4. [no obj] 
to think over some confusing or perplexing problem or 
matter. 5. puzzle out, [~ + out + obj] to solve by care- 
ful study or effort: trying to puzzle out a solution. —puz/- 
zle-ment, n. (noncount): a look of sheer puzzlement on 
his face. —puz/zler, n. [count] 

puz-zled (puz/ald) /'pazəld/ adj. confused; baffled; mys- 
tified; bewildered: a puzzled look on his face. 

puz-zling (puz/al ing) /‘pazalin/ adj. confusing, baffling, 
or mystifying: a puzzling problem. 

PVC, polyvinyl chloride. 

PX, pl. PXs. post exchange. 

Pyg-my or Pigmy (pig’mé) /‘prgmiy/ n., pl. -mies, adj. 
—n. [count] 1. a member of any of several small or short 
peoples of the forested regions of central Africa. 2. 
[pygmy] a small or dwarfish person. 3. [pygmy] anything 
very small of its kind. —adj. 4. of or relating to the Pyg- 
mies. 5. [pygmy] of very small size, ability, power, etc. 

py-jam-as (pə jä/məz, -jam/az) /po'd3amoaz, -'d3emoz/ 
n. Chiefly Brit. PAJAMAS. 

Py-lon (pi/lon) /‘paylon/ n. [count] 1. a marking post or 
tower for guiding an aircraft pilot. 2. a relatively tall 
structure at the side of a gate, bridge, or avenue. 3. a 
steel tower used as a support, as for supporting electrical 
wires. 

py-orerhe-a or py-or-rhoesa (pi’a ré’a) /paya'riyo/ n. 
[noncount] 1. a condition in which pus is discharged in 
the body. 2. a condition of severe bleeding of the gums 
and often loosening of the teeth. 

pyramid (pira mid) /‘prramtd/ n. [count] 1. a very 
large, four-sided structure with faces that are triangular, 
having smooth, steeply sloping sides meeting at a point 
at the top, as a tomb of ancient Egypt. 2. any object or 
arrangement of objects shaped like a pyramid. 3. a sys- 
tem or structure resembling a pyramid: a food pyrainid, 
Showing which foods should be eaten most (at the base) 
and which should be eaten least (at the top). —py-ramei- 
dal (pi ram/i dl) /pi'rasmrdl/ adj. 

pyre (pir) /pay®r/ n. [count] 1. a pile or heap of wood or 
other material that burns easily. 2. such a pile for burn- 
ing a dead body, esp. as part of a funeral rite, as in India. 

pyrrite (prit) /‘payrayt/ n. [noncount] a brass-yellow 
mineral, iron sulfide. 

Pyro-, prefix. pyro- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “fire, heat, high temperature”: pyromania, pyro- 
technics. 

py-ro-masniea (pirə ma/né 8, -man/yea) 
/,payro'meyniya, -'meynyə/ n. [noncount] a compulsion 
or overwhelming and uncontrollable desire to set things 
on fire. —py'roma.'niac (pirə mā/nē ak?) 
/,payra'meyniy'wek/ n. [count] 

Py-ro-techenics (pi’ra tek/niks) /,payra'tekniks/ n. 1. 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] the art of making 
fireworks or using them in displays. 2. [piural; used with 
a plural verb) a brilliant or dazzling display of excellence, 
as in speechmaking or musical performance. —py/ro- 
tech/nic, adj. 

Pyrerhic vic/tory (pir/ik) /‘pirik/ n. [count] a victory or 
goal achieved at too great a cost. 

py-thon (pi/thon, -than) /‘payOon, -Oan/ n. [count] a 
snake that kills its prey by crushing or squeezing it to 
death. 
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Q, q (kyds) /kyuw/ n. [count], pl. Qs or Q's, qs or q’s. 
the 17th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

q., an abbreviation of: 1. quart. 2. question. 

Q.E.D., an abbreviation of Latin quod erat demonst- 
randurn: which was to be shown or demonstrated (used 
esp. in mathematical proofs). 

qt., an abbreviation of: 1. quantity. 2. p/. qt., qts. quart. 

q.t. or Q.T., mformal. an abbreviation of: 1. quiet. 
—Idiom. 2. on the q.t., stealthily; secretly: to meet 
someone on the q.t. 

quack’ (kwak) /kwæk/ n., [count] 1. the harsh, throaty 
cry of a duck, or any similar sound. —v. [no obj] 2. to ut- 
ter a quack. 

quack? (kwak) /kwæk/ n. [count] being or relating to a 
quack or quackery: quack methods; quack medicine. 

quack-erry (kwak/ə rē) /‘kwickoriy/ n. [noncount) the 
practice or methods of a quack. 

quad! (kwod) /kwod/ n. QUADRANGLE (def. 2). See -QUAD-. 

quad? (kwod) /kwod/ n. [count] Informal. a quadruplet. 
See -QUAD-. 

-quad-, root. The root -quad- comes from Latin, where it 
has the meaning “four, fourth.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: QUAD, QUADRANGLE, QUADRANT, QUADRUPED, 
QUADRUPLET. 

quad-ran-gle (kwod/rang/gal) /‘kwod renggal/ n. [count] 
l. a flat figure having four angles and four sides, such as 
a square. 2. a four-sided space or court surrounded by a 
building or buildings, as on a college campus: tn the 
main quadrangle students were playing frisbee. —quad+ 
ran-gu-lar (kwo drang/gya ler) /kwo'drangyolor/ adj. 
See -QUAD-. 

quad-rant (kwod/rant) /'kwodroant/ n. [count] 1. a quar- 
ter of a circle; an arc of 90°. 2. something shaped like a 
quarter of a circle, such as a part of a machine. 3. an in- 
strument used in astronomy, navigation, etc., for meas- 
uring heights and angles. See -QUAD-. 

quad-ra-phoneic (kwod/ra fon/ik) /,kwodra'fomik/ adj. 
of or relating to the recording, playing, or sending of 
sound by means of four channels instead of two; four- 
channel. See -QUAD-, -PHON-. 

quad-renenieal (kwo dren’é al) /kwo'dreniyol/ adj. 1. 
occurring every four years: a quadrennial festival. 2. of or 
lasting for four years: a quadrennial period. See -Quad-. 

quad-ri-lat-er-al (kwod/ra lat/ar əl) /,kwodro'ketoral/ 
adj. 1. having four sides. —n. [count] 2. a geometric fig- 
ure with four sides. See -LAT?-, -QUAD-. 

quadrrille (kwo dril, kwa-, ka-) /kwo'dril, kwo-, ko-/ n. 
[count] a square dance for four couples. 

quadrillion (kwo dril’yan) /kwo'dnlyon/ n., pl. -lions, 
(as after a nuineral) -lion, adj. —n. [count] 1. the num- 
ber written in the U.S. by 1 followed by 15 zeros, and in 
Great Britain by | followed by 24 zeros. —adj. [after a 
number and before a noun] 2. amounting to one quadril- 
lion in number: two quadrillion stars. 

quadrri-ple-gica (kwod/ra plé4jé ə -jæ /ikwD- 
dra'pliyd3iya, -d30/ n. [noncount] paralysis of all four 
limbs or of the entire body below the neck. —quad/ri- 
ple’gic, n. (count): Although a quadriplegic he lived a 
full life. —adj.: a quadriplegic person. 
quad-rueped (kwod/rdo ped’) /‘'kwodru,ped/ adj. 1. 
four-footed. —n. [count] 2. an animal that has four feet. 
—quad-ru-pe-dal (kwo droo’pi dl, kwod/rd0 ped/l) 
/kwo'druwpidl, ,kwodro'pedl/ adj. See -QUAD-, -PED-'. 
quad-ru-ple (kwo droo’pal, -drup/əl, kwod/rðó pal) 
/kwo'druwpoal, -'drapal, 'kwodropal/ adj, n., v., -pled, 
-pling. —adj. 1. fourfold; made up of four parts: a quad- 
ruple alliance. 2. four times as great. —n. [count] 3. a 
number, amount, etc., four times as great as another. 
—v. 4. to make or become four times as great: [no obj]: 
The number of ESt students Nas quadrupled. [~ + obj): 
This will quadrupte your profits. See -QUAD-, -PLIC-. 
quad-rueplet (kwo drup/lit, -droo/plit, Kwod/rdo plit) 
/kwo'draphit, -druwplit, ‘kwodroplit/ n. [count] 1. any 
group or combination of four. 2. one of four children or 
offspring born of the same mother at the same time. See 
-QUAD-. 
quad-ru-pli-cate (1., adj. kwo drōō/pli kit; v. -kat’) / n., 
adj. kwo'druwplikit; v. -,keyt/ n., adj., v, -cat-ed, -cat- 
ing. —i. [count] 1. one of four copies or identical items. 
—<adj. 2. made up of four identical parts. —v. [~ + obj] 
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3. to produce or copy in quadruplicate. 4. to make four 


times as great. —quad-ruspli-ca-tion (kwo droo/pli kā/- 
shan) /kwo,druwpli'keyfon/ n. (noncount] See -Quad-, 
-PLIC-. 

quaff (kwof, kwaf, kwôf) /kwof, kwef, kwof/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to drink heartily: He quaffed his beer. —n. 
[count] 2. an act or instance of quaffing. 3. a beverage 
quaffed. 

quag-mire (kwag/mi?r’, kwog/-) /‘kwag,may?r, 'kwng-/ 
n. [count] 1. a very muddy or boggy ground where the 
surface gives way when walked on; a bog. 2. a difficult 
situation; predicament: a budgetary quagmire where 
there is not enough money. 

qua-hog or quashaug (kw6/hdg, -hog, kwō/-, kō/-) 
/‘kwohog, -hog, 'kwow-, 'kow-/ n. [count] a thick-shelled 
clam that can be eaten. 

quail’ (kwal) /kweyl/ n. [count], pl. quails, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) quail. a small, plump bird of the 
pheasant family. 

quail? (kwal) /kweyl/ v. [no obj] to lose courage; shrink 
back in fear: quailed at the thought of the danger ahead. 

quaint (kwant) /kweynt/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having an old- 
fashioned charm: a quaint old house. 2. peculiar; odd: a 
quaint sense of humor. —quaint/ly, adv. —quaint’- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

quake (kwak) /kweyk/ v., quaked, quaking, n. —v. [no 
obj] 1. to shudder or quiver, as from cold or fear. 2. to 
shake or tremble, as from shock: The earth quaked. —n. 
[count] 3. an act or instance of quaking, esp. an earth- 
quake. —quak/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

qual-i-fi-ca-tion (kwol/a fi ka’%shan) /,kwolofi'keyfon/ n. 
1. [count] a quality, accomplishment, etc., that fits a per- 
son for some job, function, or the like. 2. [noncomnt] the 
act of qualifying or the state of being qualified. 3. limita- 
tion or restriction: [noncount]: to agree without qualifica- 
tion. [count]: raised some qualifications concerning her 
candidacy. 

qual-i-fied (kwol/a fid’) /‘kwolo,fayd/ adj. 1. having the 
qualities, accomplishments, skills, knowledge, or 
credentials one needs for a job, function, position, office, 
or the like: She's very well qualified for the job. [be + ~ 
+ to + verb): She's qualified to take over in my ab- 
sence. 2. restricted or limited: The launch was only a 
qualified success. 

qual-i-fy (kwol’a fi’) /‘kwolo,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to provide with proper or necessary skills, knowl- 
edge, etc.: The training program qualified her for the job. 
2. [no obj] to show that one has the ability for some- 
thing: She clearly qualifies for the job. 3. [no obj] to 
demonstrate the required ability in an initial or prelimi- 
nary contest: to qualify for a race. 4. [~ + obj] to make 
less strong, general, or positive; modify or limit: Sud- 
denly he began to qualify his initial endorsement of her 
candidacy. 5. [~ + obj (+ as)] to characterize, label, or 
briey evaluate: / cant qualify his approach as either 
good or bad. 6. Graiminar. mooiFy (def. 2). 

qual-i-ta-tive (kwol/i ta/tiv) /‘kwoli,tcytiv/ adj. relating 
to or concerned with quality or qualities, and not quanti- 
ties or amounts: Were looking for qualitative improve- 
ment, not quantitative increases. —qual/i-ta/tivecly, 
adv. 

quality (kwol/i tē) /‘kwolitiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] an essential or basic characteristic or feature that 
belongs to something: What are some of the qualities 
found in great writing? 2. [noncount] character or na- 
ture, as belonging to or distinguishing a thing: (he quality 
of a color. 3. [moncount] character with respect to how 
excellent or good something is: Those tnaterials are of 
poor quality. 4. [noncount] superiority; excellence: The 
company has a reputation for quality. 5. [count] a char- 
acter trait; something typical of one’s personality or char- 
acter: Generosity is one of her inany good qualities. 
—adj. [before a noun) 6. of or having superior quality: 
quality paper; a quality publisher. 

quality time’, n. [noncount] time given to or used 
only for nurturing a loved person or engaging in a favor- 
ite activity. 

qualm (kwam, kwôm) /kwam, kwom/ n. [count] 1. an 
uneasy feeling regarding one’s conduct: He has no 
qualms about lying. 2. a sudden feeling of nervousness 
or fear. 

quan-daery (kwon/da rē, -dré) /’kwondoriy, -driy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. a state of uncertainty, esp. as to what 
to do: He was in a quandary about marrying. 

quantify (kwon’ta fi) /‘kwontofiay/ v. [~ + obj), 
-fied, -fy-ing. 1. to figure out, show, Or express the 
quantity of: to quantify the results. 2. to give quantity to 
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(something thought of as having only quality): You cant 
quantify the effect compulers may have in language 
learning. 

quansti-ta-tive (kwon/ti ta/tiv) //kwontiteytiv/ adj. 1. 
being or capable of being measured by quantity. 2. of or 
relating to the measuring of quantity: quantitative analy- 
sis. 

quan-tiety (kwon/ti tē) /kwontitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] an amount that is indefinite or in a collection: a 
quantity of sugar; vast quantities of oil. 2. [count] an ex- 
act or specified amount or measure: in the quantities 
called for. 3. [noncount] a considerable or great amount: 
to buy food in quantity. 4. [noncoun!] the fact of being 
an amount, degree, etc., of something, which can be 
greater or lesser: inpressed by quality, not quautity. 5. 
(coun!) any person, thing, or factor taken into considera- 
tion: The nominee was an unknown quantity. 

quan-tum (kwon/tam) /‘kwontom/ n., pl. -ta adj. —n. 
[count] 1. quantity or amount: the least quanlum of evi- 
dence. 2. the smallest amount by which certain particles 
in physics can possess, absorb, give off, or change their 
amount of energy. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or relat- 
ing to the study in physics of the smallest amount of en- 
ergy a particle can possess, absorb, or give off: quantum 
physics. 4. sudden and significant: a quantum increase. 

quar-an-tine (kwor’an tén’, kwor/-, kwôr/an tén/, 
kwor’-) /‘kworon,tiyn, 'kwor-, ,kworon'tiyn, ,kwor-/7., V., 
-tined, -tin-ing. —n. 1. a period, originally 40 days, dur- 
ing which a person or animal is kept apart from others to 
ensure that any disease he, she, or it may have will not 
be spread: [noncount): kept in quarantine until the dis- 
ease ran tts course. (count; usually singular]: imposing a 
quarantine. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put in or place under 
quarantine: The captain quarantined the sick passenger. 

quark (kwork, kwark), n. [count] any Of a group of parti- 
cles smaller than the particles that make up an atom, 
having a fractional electric charge. 

quar-rel (kw6r/al, kwor/-) /‘kworal, 'kwor-/ n., v., -reled, 
-reling or (esp. Brit.) -relled, -rel-ling. —n. [count] 1. 
an angry dispute or argument: Whenever we have a quar- 
rel we Iry to resolve it quickly. 2. a cause of complaint: 
She las no quarrel with her present salary. —v. [no obj) 
3. to disagree angrily; argue; squabble; wrangle: They 
quarreled about sending their kids to private school. 4. 
to disagree with something said: t'd quarrel with some of 
Ihe results you're predicting. —quar/rel-er, n. [count] 
—quar/rel-some, adj. 

Quar-ry’ (kwôr/ē, kwor/é) /'kworiy, 'kworiy/ n., pl. -ries, 
v., ried, -ry-ing. —n. [count] 1. an open hole or pit dug 
in the ground, from which building stone, slate, or the 
like, is obtained by cutting, blasting, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to obtain from or as if from a quarry. 

qQuarery” (kwor/é, kwor/é) /'kworiy, 'kworiy/ n. [count], 
pl. -ries. l. an animal or bird being hunted or chased: 
The eagle swooped down on ils helpless quarry. 2. any 
object of search, pursuit, or attack: The squadron finally 
located its quarry. 

quart (kwort) /kwort/ n. [count] 1. a unit of liquid meas- 
ure, equal to one fourth of a gallon, or 57.749 cubic 
inches (0.946 liter) in the U.S. and 69.355 cubic inches 
(1.136 liters) in Great Britain. 2. a unit of dry measure, 
equal to one eighth of a peck, or 67.201 cubic inches 
(1.101 liters). Abbr.: qt. 

quar-ter (kwor/tar) /‘kwortar/ n., 1. [count] one of the 
four equal or sometimes approximately equal parts into 
which something is or may be divided: a quarter of a 
pound. 2. [count] one fourth of a U.S. or Canadian dol- 
lar, equivalent to 25 cents. 3. [coun/] a coin of this value. 
4. [count] one fourth of an hour; 15 minutes. 5. [count] 
one fourth of a calendar or of a year in business: Unen- 
ployment rose in the last quarter. 6. [count] a term of in- 
struction at a school or college lasting about one fourth 
of the school year. 7. [count] any of the four equal peri- 
ods of play in certain games, such as football and bas- 
ketball. 8. [count] a region occupied by a particular 
group: the student quarter of Faris. 9. Usually, quarters. 
[plural] housing accommodations; a place to live or stay; 
lodgings. 10. Often, quarters. [plurali] an unnamed per- 
son Or group: In some quarters your actions would be 
viewed as treason. 11. [noncount] mercy: to give no 
quarter to an enemy. —v. [~ + obj] 12. to divide into 
four equal or approximately equal parts. 13. to cut the 
body of (a person) into quarters, esp. after executing for 
treason. 14. to give to or provide (someone) with a place 
to Stay: soldiers quartered in barracks. —adj. (before a 
noun] 15. being one of four equal or approximately 
equal parts: a quarter century. 16. being equal to one 
fourth of the full measure: a quarter pound. 
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quar-ter-back (kwor/tar bak’) /‘kwortor,bak/ n. 1. 
[count] a back in football who usually lines up immedi- 
ately behind the center and directs the offense of the 
team. 2. [nonconnt] the position played by this back. 
—v. 3. to direct the offense of (a team): [~ + obj]: tle 
quarterbacked Its team to victory. [no obj]: Ite should be 
quarterbacking again in no time. 

quar-ter-deck (kwor/tar dek’) /'kwortor,dek/ n. [count] 
the part of the deck of a vessel from midship to the 
stern. 

quar’ter-fi/nal’, n. [count] one of four matches in a 
competition in which the winners play in a semifinal. 

quar-ter-ly (kwor/tar lē) /'kwortorliy/ adj., n., pl. -lies, 
adv. —adj. (often: before a noun) 1. occurring, done, 
paid, issued, etc., at the end of every quarter of a year, 
or four times a year: a quarterly report. 2. relating to or 
made up of a quarter. —rt. [count] 3. a periodical issued 
every three months. —adv. 4. once each quarter of a 
year: fo pay interest quarterly. 

quar-ter-mas-ter (kwor/tar mas/tar) /'kwortor,mistor/ 
n. [count] 1. a military officer who provides clothing and 
food for troops. 2. a naval officer having charge of a 
ship’s helm and its navigating equipment. 

quar’ter note’, n. [count] a musical note equal in time 
value to one quarter of a whole note. 

quar-tet (kwor tet’) /kwor'tet/ n. [count] 1. an organ- 
ized group of four singers or players. 2. a musical com- 
position for four voices or instruments. 3. any group of 
four persons or things. Also, esp. Brit., quar-tette/. 

quar-to (kwor/td) /'kwortow/ n, pl. -tos, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a book size of about 9'4 xX 12 in. (24 x 30 
cm), Originally made by folding printed sheets twice to 
form four leaves or eight pages. 2. a book of this size. 
—adj. [before a noun] 3. bound in quarto. 

quartz (kworts) /kworts/ n. [noncount] a mineral, silicon 
dioxide, found in crystals and grains, and the chief part of 
sand. 

Qua*Sar (kwa/zar, -sär) /‘kweyzar, -sar/ n. [count] a 
Starlike object that is extremely distant from the earth 
and extremely bright. 

quash (kwosh) /kwnf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put down or 
suppress completely; quell; subdue: The dictator was 
able to quash Ihe rebellion. 2. to set aside or make void 
or annul: The judge quashed the verdict. 

quarsi (kwa/zi, -si, kwa/sé, -zē) /'kweyzay, -say, 'kwasiy, 
-ziy/ adj. resembling; almost the same as: a quasi mem- 
ber. 

quasi-, prefix. quasi- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “as if, as though.” It is attached to adjectives 
and nouns and means “having some of the features but 
not all; resembling; almost the same as:" quasi-scienlific, 
quasiparticle, quasi-stellar. 

quatrain (kwo/tran) /‘kwotreyn/ n. [count] a stanza or 
poem having four lines, usually with alternating rhymes. 

Qua-ver (kwa/var) /'kweyvər/ v. [no obj) 1. to shake, 
quiver, or tremble: Her lips quavered as she struggled 
not to cry. 2. to speak, sound, say, or sing with a voice 
that shakes or trembles: His voice quavered in fright. 
—n. [count] 3. a quivering or trembling, esp. in the 
voice: He answered wilh a small quaver. 4. a quavering 
sound or tone. —qua/ver-ing-ly, adv. —qua/verry, adj. 

quay (ke, ka, kwa), n. [count] a landing place, as of 
stone or concrete, built near the edge of a body of water; 
a wharf. 

queasy (kwe/zé) /‘kwiyziy/ adj., -siver, -sivest. 1. feel- 
ing sick or slightly dizzy; having an urge to vomit. 2. un- 
easy; uncomfortable; worried: t feel a little queasy about 
leaving our teenage son home alone for a week. 
—quea/si-ly, adv. —quea/si-ness, n. [noncount] 

queen (kwén) /kwiyn/ n. [count] 1. a female ruler or 
monarch. 2. the wife of a king. 3. a woman, or some- 
thing thought of as a woman, considered pre-eminent in 
some way: a beauty queen, Athens, the queen of the Ae- 
gean. 4. Slang (usually disparaging and offensive). a 
flamiboyantly feminine male homosexual. 5. a playing 
card bearing a picture of a queen. 6. the most powerful 
chess piece of either color, able to be moved across any 
number of empty squares in a straight line in any direc- 
tion. 7. a female ant, bee, termite, or wasp capable of 
laying eggs. 

queenrly (kwen/lé) /'kwiynliy/ adj., -tiver, -livest. of, 
like, concerning, or suitable for a queen. 

queen/-size’ or queen/-sized’, adj. 1. (of a bed) 
larger than a double bed, but smaller than king-size, 
usually 60 in. (152 cm) wide and 80 in. (203 cm) long. 2. 
of or for a queen-size bed. 3. of a size larger than aver- 
age: queen-size clothing. 


queer to quiet 


queer (kwér) /kwior/ adj., -er, -est, v, n. —adj. 1. 
strange or odd; unusually different: A queer old man 
suddenly emerged from the corner of the bookshop. 2. 
suspicious; shady; questionable: Theres something 
queer in the wording of this document. 3. [be + ~) not 
physically right or well; sick or faint: feeling queer. 4. [be 
+ —~] mentally unbalanced; deranged. 5. Slang (usually 
disparaging and offensive). homosexual. —v. [~ + obj) 
6. to spoil; ruin: The salesman complained that you 
queered his sales pitch. —n. [count] 7. Slang (usually 
disparaging and offensive). a homosexual. —queer/ly, 
adv. 

quell (kwel) /kwel/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put down; sup- 
press; subdue; crush: The army quelled the uprising. 2. 
to quiet; free from: to quell a child's fear of thunder. 

quench (kwench) /kwentf/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to satisfy; ap- 
pease: had a drink to quench my thirst. 2. to put out; €x- 
tinguish (fire, Names, etc.). 3. to cool suddenly by plung- 
ing into a liquid, as in tempering steel by immersion in 
water. —quench/er, n. [count] 

-quer-, root. -quer- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “seek; look for: ask.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CONQUER, QUERY. See -QUIR-, -QUES-, -QUIS-. 

quer-u-lous (kwer’o las, kwer/ya-) /‘kwerodlos, "kweryo-/ 
adj. 1. full of complaints; complaining; criticizing: badg- 
ered by querulous students. 2. characterized by or ut- 
tered in complaint: querulous demands. —quer’u- 
lous-ly, adv. 

query (kwēr/ē, kwer/é) /'kwioriy, ‘kweriy/ n., pl. -ries, 
v., -ried, -ry-ing. —n. [count] 1. a question; an inquiry: 
The reporter had a query for the mayor. 2. QUESTION MARK 
(def. 1). —v. [~ + obj) 3. to question as doubtful: fo 
query a statement. 4. to ask questions of: They queried 
her on her future plans. See -QUER-. 

-ques-, root. -ques- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “seek; look for; ask.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CONQUEST, INQUEST, QUEST, QUESTION, RE- 
QUEST. 
quest (kwest) /kwest/ n. [count] 1. a search: a single- 
minded quest for truth. 2. a trip made as an adventure 
in search of something: the quest for the Holy Grail. —v. 
[no obj] 3. to search; seek: to quest after hidden treas- 
ure. 4. to go on a quest. —Idiom. 5. in quest of, in 
search of. See -QuEs-. 
ques-tion (kwes/chan) /‘kwestfon/ n. 1. [count] a sen- 
tence in a form that is spoken to someone in order to 
get information in reply: Please answer me when | ask 
you a question. 2. [count] a problem for discussion or 
under discussion; issue: There is another side to this 
question. 3. [count] a problem or question given as part 
of an examination: The test had 40 short-answer ques- 
tions. 4. a matter of some uncertainty or difficulty; prob- 
lem: [count]: tt was mainly a question of time. [(non- 
count): There can be no question of his guilt. 5. [count] 
a proposal to be debated or voted on: The question is 
before the committee. 6. [count; usually: the + ~] the 
procedure of putting a proposal to vote: He insisted on 
calling the question. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to ask questions 
of; interrogate: The police questioned hini closely. 8. to 
make a question of; doubt: [~ + obj]: They questioned 
our sincerity. [~ + clause]: t question if you are ready for 
success. —Idiom. 9. beyond (all) question, beyond 
dispute; without doubt: She is, beyond question, the 
most glamorous actress of all. 10. call in or into ques- 
tion, to dispute; challenge; cast doubt upon; question: 
[calt + into + ~ + obj): to call into question someone's 
patriotism. [call + obj + into + ~]. called her patriotism 
into question. 11. in question, a. under consideration: 
Where were you on the night in question? b. in dispute: 
His finances arent in question. 12. out of the question, 
not to be considered: getting an appointment for today is 
out of the question. See -QuEs-. 
ques-tion-a-ble (kwes/chə nə bal) /'kwestfonabol/ adj. 
1. not completely honest, moral, respectable, or proper; 
dubious: tte was accused of some questionable activities. 
2. open to question. See -QuES-. 
ques/tion mark’, n. [count] 1. a mark indicating a 
question: usually, as in English, the mark (?) placed after 
a question. 2. something unanswered or unknown: The 
candidate's future plans are a question mark. 
ques-tion-naire (kwes/cho nar’) /,kwestfo'neor/ n. 
[count] a list of questions with spaces for answers, usu- 
ally given out to a number of people so that replies to it 
can be analyzed for usable information. 
queue (kyoo), n., v., queued, queuing. —n. [count] 1. a 
file or line, esp. of people waiting their turn. 2. a number 
of items waiting in a certain order for electronic action in 
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a computer system: a queue for printing jobs. —v. 3. [no 
Obj; (~ + up)) to form in a line while waiting: People had 
queued (up) for hours to buy tickets. 4.[~ + obj] to ar- 
range or organize (electronic data) into a queue: The 
computer program queues the various print Jobs. 

quib-ble (kwib/al) /‘kwibol/ n., v., -bled, -bling. —n. 
[count] 1. a criticism about something very small: a few 
quibbles about an otherwise great success. —V. [no obj] 
2. to complain about small and unimportant matters: 
quibbling over a few dollars. —quib/bler, n. [count] 

quiche (késh), n. a pie of unsweetened custard baked 
with other ingredients, as cheese or onions: [noncount]: 
We hike quiche. (count): a spinach quiche. 

quick (kwik) /kwik/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. 
done, proceeding, or occurring with promptness or ra- 
pidity: a quick response. 2. completed in a short time: 
took a quick shower. 3. moving or able to move with 
speed: the quick rabbit. 4. easily aroused: a quick tem- 
per. 5. keen; lively; acute: a quick wit. 6. prompt or swift 
in doing, seeing, or understanding: quick to respond. 7; 
sharp: a quick bend in the road. —n. 8. the quick, [plu- 
ral; used with a plural verb] Archaic. living persons: the 
quick and the dead. 9. (noncount] the sensitive flesh of 
the living body, esp. that under the nails. —adv. 10. in a 
quick manner; quickly: come quick. —Idiom. 11. cut 
(someone) to the quick, [cut + obj + to + the + ~] 
to injure deeply; hurt the feelings of. —quick/ly, adv. 
—quick/ness, n. [(noncoung 

quick’ bread’, n. [noncount] bread made with a leav- 
ening ingredient, as baking powder or soda, that permits 
immediate baking. 

quicken (kwik/on) /‘kwikon/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
more rapid; accelerate; hasten: [~ + obj]: She quick- 
ened her pace. [no obj): Her pulse quickened. 2. [~ + 
Obj] to give liveliness to; stimulate: fo quicken the imagi- 
nation. 3. [no obj) (of a fetus in the womb) to begin to 
show signs of life. 

quick/-freeze’, v. [~ + obj], -froze, -fro-zen, -freez- 
ing. to freeze (food) rapidly so that it can be stored at 
freezing temperatures. 

quickeie (kwik’é) /‘kwikiy/ n. [count] tnformal. 1. some- 
thing produced, done, or enjoyed in only a short time. 
—adj. 2. accomplished quickly with little ceremony, fuss, 
or bother: a quickie meal. 

quick-lime (kwik/lim’) /‘kwik,laym/ n. LIME'. 

quickesand (kwik/sand’) /‘kwik,swnd/ n. [noncount) a 
bed of loose sand mixed with water and of considerable 
depth, that gives way under weight and tends to cause an 
object on its surface to sink. 

quick-sil-ver (kwik/sil/var) /‘kwik,silvor/ n. (noncount) 
1. mercury (def. 1). —adj. 2. quickly changeable; unpre- 
dictable. 

quick/-tem/pered, adj. easily angered; touchy. 

quick/-wit/ted, adj. having an alert or nimble mind. 

quid! (kwid) /kwid/ n. [count] a portion of something, 
esp. tobacco, to be chewed but not swallowed. 

quid? (kwid) /kwid/ n. (count), pl. quid. Brit. Informal. a 
pound sterling. 

quid pro quo (kwid’ prō kw6/) /‘kwid prow 'kwow/ n. 
[count], pl. quid pro quos, quids pro quo. something 
given or taken in return for something else or in payment 
for something else: She demanded support for her can- 
didate as a quid pro quo for her donation. 

-quie-, root. -quie- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “quiet, still.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACQUIESCE, DISQUIETING, QUIESCENT, QUIET, QUIE- 
TUDE. 

qui-es-cent (kwé es/ant, kwi-) /kwiy'esont, kway-/ adj. 
being at rest; quiet; still; inactive or motionless: a quies- 
cent mind. —qui-es/cence, n. [noncount) See -Quie-. 

quitet (kwi/it) /‘kwayit/ adj., -er, -est, n., v. —adj. 1. 
making little or no noise or sound: quiet neighbors. 2. 
having little or no noise: a quiet street. 3. [be + —] si- 
lent: Be quiet! 4. reserved in speech or manner: a quiet, 
private sort of person. 5. free from disturbance or excite- 
ment: a quiet life in the country. 6. free from activity: a 
quiet Sunday afternoon. 7. still or barely moving: quiet 
waters. 8. not readily noticed by others: raised an eye- 
brow in quiet reproach. 9. not active: The stock market 
was quiet last week. —n. (noncount] 10. the quality or 
state of being quiet; peacefulness. —v. 11. to (cause to) 
become quiet: [~ + obj]: He tried to quiet the howling 
dogs. {no obj; (~ + down)]: The dogs quieted (down). 
12. [~ + obj] to make tranquil or peaceful: She tried to 
quiet the jittery children. 13. [~ + obj] to put to rest: 
Iter father quieted her fears. —qui’et-ly, adv. —qui/et- 
ness, n. [noncount] See -QuiE-. 
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quietude to QWERTY 


qui-e-tude (kwi/i tood’, -tyood’) /'kwayi,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [noncount] the state of being quiet; tranquillity. See 
-QUIE-. 

quill (kwil) /kwil/ n. [coun/) 1. one of the large feathers 
of the wing or tail of a bird. 2. the hard, hollow part at 
the base of a feather. 3. a feather, as that of a goose, 
used as a pen for writing. 4. one of the hollow spines on 
a porcupine or hedgehog. 

quilt (kwilt) /kwilt/ n. [count] 1. a covering for a bed, 
made of two layers of fabric with some soft substance 
between them and stitched in patterns. 2. anything 
quilted or resembling a quilt. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to stitch 
together (two pieces of cloth and a soft interlining), usu- 
ally in an ornamental pattern. 4. [no obj] to make quilts 
or quilted work. —quilt’ed, adj.: a quilled down coirm- 
forler. —quilt/er, n. [count] —quilt/ing, n. [poncount] 

quince (kwins) /kwins/ n. 1. [count] a small tree of the 
rose family, giving hard, yellowish fruit used for making 
preserves. 2. (noncounit] the fruit of such a tree. 

quinine (kwi/nin, kwin/in;) /‘kwaynayn, 'kwinayn;/ n. 
[noncount] a white crystal-like substance from the bark 
of certain trees, used for treating malaria. 

quint (kwint) /kwint/ n. [count] Informal. a quintuplet. 

quin-tes-sence (kwin tes’ans) /kwin'tesons/ n. [count; 
usually Singular; usually: the + ~] the most perfect type 
or example of something: /he quintessence of honesly. 

quin-tes-sen-tial (kwin’ta sen/shal) /,kwinto'senfoal/ 
adj. (before a noun) being or representing the most per- 
fect type or example of something: /t was quintessential 
politics-as-usual. 

quin-tet or quin-tette (kwin tet’) /kwin'tet/ n. [count] 
1. any set or group of five persons or things. 2. a group 
of five singers or players. 3. a piece of music written for 
five voices or instruments. 

quin-til-lion (kwin til”yan) /kwin'tilyon/ n., pl. -lions, (as 
after a numeral) -lion, adj. —n. [count] 1. a number writ- 
ten in the U.S. by t followed by 18 zeros, and in Great 
Britain by 1 followed by 30 zeros. —adj. [after a number 
and before a noun) 2. amounting to one quintillion in 
number. 

quin-tueple (kwin tõō/pəl, -tyoo’-, -tup/al) /kwin'tuwpol, 
-'tyuw-, -'tapal/ adj., n., v., -pled, -pling. —adj. 1. five- 
fold; made up of five parts. 2. five times as great or as 
much. —n. [coun/] 3. a number, amount, etc., five times 
as great as another. —v. 4. to make or become five 
times as great: [no obj): Under new management our 
profils quintupled. [~ + obj): promising to quintuple our 
profits. See -Puic-. 

quin-tu-plet (kwin tup/lit, -too/plit, -tyod/-) /kwin'taplit, 
-'tuwplit, -'tyuw-/ n. [count] 1. a group of five of a kind. 
2. one of five children or offspring born of the same 
mother at the same time. See -Ptic-. 

quip (kwip) /kwip/ n, v, quipped, quip-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a clever or witty remark or comment. —v. [No 
obj] 2. to make or utter a quip. —quip/’ster, n. [count] 

-quir-, root. -quir- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “seek; look for.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACQUIRE, ENQUIRY, INQUIRE, INQUIRY, REQUIRE, RE- 
QUIREMENT. See -QUIS-, -QUER-. 

quirk (kwûrk) /kwark/ n. [count] 1. an odd habit, trait, or 
example of behavior: He had this quirk of suddenly turn- 
ing his back on the person he was talking to. 2. an acci- 
dent; vagary: a cruel quirk of fate. —quirk/i-ness, n. 
[noncount) 

quirksy (kwûr/kē) /‘kwarkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. odd, pe- 
culiar, Or strange: a quirky sinile; a quirky little sidestreel. 

-quis-, root. -quis- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “seek; look for.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ACQUISITION, EXQUISITE, INQUISITION, INQUISITIVE, 
PERK, PERQUISITE, PREREQUISITE, REQUISITE. See -QUIR-. 

quissling (kwiz/ling) /‘kwizlin/ n. [count] a person who 
betrays his or her country by helping an invading enemy. 

quit (kwit) /kwit/ v., quit or quit-ted, quit-ting. 1. to 
stop, cease, or discontinue: [no Obj): Will that noise ever 
quit? [~ + verb-ing]: He quit smoking. [~ + obj): Quit 
it, will you? 2. to give up or resign; let go; relinquish: [~ 
+ obj): She quit her job. [no obj): decided to quit. 3. [7 
+ obj) to depart from; leave (a place or person): The 
arny quit lhe area as fast as it could. 4. [no obj) to stop 
trying, struggling, or the like: Dont quit now; you still 
have a chance to win. —TIdiom. Informal. 5. call it 
quits, [no obj] to end an activity, relationship, etc.: de- 
cided to call it quits and gel a divorce. See -Quit-. 

-quit-, rool. -quit- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “release; discharge; let go.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ACQUIT, QUIT, QUITE, REQUITE, UNRE- 
QUITED. 


quite (kwit) /kwayt/ adv. 1. completely or entirely: not 
quite finished. 2. actually, really, or truly: This represents 
quite a sudden change for her. 3. to a considerable ex- 
tent: fle is quite young to be walking. See -quit-. 

quit-ter (kwit/ar) /‘kwitor/ n. [count] a person who quits 
or gives up easily, esp. when faced with difficulty. 

quiv-er’ (kwiv/ar) /‘kwivor/ v. [no obj] 1. to shake with a 
slight but rapid motion; tremble: The dog quivered with 
excitement. —n. [count] 2. the act or state of quivering. 
—quiv/ersy, adj. 

quiv-er? (kwiv/ər) /‘kwivor/ n. [count] 1. a case for hold- 
ing or Carrying arrows. 2. the arrows in such a Case. 

quix-otic (kwik sot/ik) /kwik'snttk/ adj. foolishly ro- 
mantic or impractical in pursuit of one’s ideals: a quixotic 
atternpt lo save Ihe world single-handedly. 

quiz (kwiz), n., pl. quizzes, v., quizzed, quiz-zing. —n. 
[count] 1. an informal or short test. 2. a questioning. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to test informally by questions: quizzed 
her students on irregular verb forins. 4. to ask questions 
of (someone) closely: The reporters quizzed the presi- 
dent. —quiz/zer, n. [count] 

quiz’ show’, n. [count] a television or radio program in 
which people compete, usually for cash or prizes, by an- 
swering questions. Also called quiz’ pro’gram. 

quiz-zi-cal (kwiz/i kal) /‘kwiztkol/ adj. 1. puzzled; un- 
certain: a quizzical expression on her face. 2. slightly 
teasing: a sly, quizzical comimen|!. —quiz/zi-cal-ly, adv. 

quoit (kwoit, koit) /kwoyt, koyt/ u. 1. quoits, [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] a game in which rings of rope 
or flattened metal are thrown at an upright peg, the ob- 

ject being to throw the ring around the peg. 2. [count] a 
ring used in the game of quoits. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
throw like a quoit. 

Quon/set hut’ (kwon/sit) /‘kwonsit/ Trademark. [count] 
a rounded, metal, prefabricated shelter. 

quorum §$(kwor’am, kwor’-) /‘kworom, ‘kwowr-/ n. 
[counil] the number of members of a group, usually a 
majority, that must be present in order to have a meet- 
ing, transact business, or carry out an activity according 
to the group’s rules. 

-quot-, root. -quot- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “how many; divided.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: QUOTA, QUOTATION, QUOTIDIAN, QUOTIENT. 

quot., an abbreviation of: quotation. 

quorta (kw0/ta) /'kwowto/ n. [count] 1. the share or part 
of a total that is required from, allowed to, or that be- 
longs to a particular district, group, etc.: The officers is- 
sued their quota of speeding tickets. 2. the number or 
percentage of persons of a specified kind permitted to 
enroll in a college, join a club, immigrate to a country, 
etc. See -Quot-. 

quo-ta-tion (kwo ta’shan) /kwow'teyfon/ n. 1. [count] a 
word, phrase, sentence, or passage taken from a book, 
speech, etc., and repeated. 2. [coun/] an estimate of a 
cost for doing some work: The quotation for the repairs 
was too high. 3. [noncount) the act of quoting: Use quo- 
tation to bolster your argumenl. See -Quor-. 

quota/tion mark’, n. [count] one of the marks used at 
the beginning and end of a written statement; in English 
usually shown as (“) at the beginning and (”) at the 
end, or, for a quotation within a quotation, as in single 
marks of this kind, as “He said, ‘1 will go.*” 

quote (kwot) /kwowt/ v., quot-ed, quot-ing, 7. —v. 1. to 
repeat (a passage, phrase, etc.) from a book, speech, or 
the like, word for word: [no obj): In his book he quoted 
from speeches of Churchill. [~ + obj]: He quotes you ex- 
tensively in his article. 2. [~ + obj] to refer to or bring 
forward as evidence or support; cite: He quoted the law 
as the basis for the lawsuit. 3. [~ + obj] to offer as a 
price or amount: The salesiian quoted a low figure for 
the house. 4. [~ + obj] to state the current or market 
price of (a stock, bond, etc.). 5. (used in the root form to 
introduce the beginning of a quotation): He said, quote, 
‘| robbed the store.” —n. [count] 6. QUOTATION. 7. QUOTA- 
TION MARK. —quot/a-ble, adj. See -quot-. 

quortid-ikan (kwo tid’é an) /kKwow'tidiyan/ adj. 1. daily: 
a quotidian report. 2. ordinary; everyday; commonplace: 
lhe quotidian routine of life. See -quot-. 

quo-tient (kwO/shant) /‘kwow/Jont/ n. [count] 1. the re- 
sult of division; the number of times one quantity is con- 
tained in another: When you divide 12 by 6 the quotient 
is 2. 2. a degree, rate, amount, or extent of something; a 
factor: The job brings with it a high quotient of siress. 
See -Quot-. 

QWERTY (kwir/té, kwer’-) /‘kwartiy, 'kwer-/ adj. of or 
noting a standard keyboard, with q, w, e, r, t, and y being 
the first six letters on the top row. 


R, r (ar) /ar/ n., pl. Rs or R's, rs or r’s. the 18th letter of 
the English alphabet, a consonant. 

R, an abbreviation of: 1. Math. ratio. 2. regular: a man’s 
suit or coat size. 3. restricted: a motion-picture rating 
advising that children under the age of 17 will not be ad- 
mitted unless accompanied by an adult. Compare G (def. 
2), NC-17, PG, PG-13, X (def. 7). 4. right. 


R, Symbol. 1. registered trademark: written as super- 
script @ following a name registered with the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. 2. Elect. resistance. 

r, an abbreviation of: radius. 

R., an abbreviation of: 1. radius. 2. railroad. 3. railway. 
4. Republican. 5. right. 6. river. 7. road. 

r., an abbreviation of: 1. railroad. 2. railway. 3. right. 4. 
river. 5. road. 6. rod. 

rabebi (rab/i) /‘rebay/ n. (count), pl. -bis. 1. the chief re- 
ligious official of a synagogue who performs rituals, 
teaches, and functions as spiritual leader of the congre- 
gation. 2. (a title of respect for) a Jewish scholar or 
teacher. —rab-bin-i-cal (rə bin/i kal) /ra'binikol/ rab» 
bin/ic, adj. 

rab-bit (rab/it) /rebit/ n., pl. -bits, (esp. when thought 
of as a group) -bit. 1. [count] a large-eared, hopping an- 
imal, usually smaller than the hare, living in holes in the 
ground. 2. [noncomnt) the fur of a rabbit or hare. 

rab-ble (rab/al) /ræbəl/ n. [count] 1. a disorderly crowd; 
mob. 2. the rabble, [piural; used with a plural verb) the 
lower classes; the common people. 

rab/ble-rous’er, n. [count] a person who stirs up the 
passions or hatreds of the public; demagogue. —rab/- 
ble-rous/ing, n. (noncount): accused of rabble-rousing. 
—adj.: a rabble-rousing speech. 

rabsid (rab/id) /‘rabid/ adj. 1. [before a noun) having ir- 
rational, unreasonable, or extreme opinions or practices; 
fanatic: a rabid partisan. 2. raging; violently intense. 3. 
affected with or relating to rabies: a rabid dog. 

rabies (ra/béz) /'reybiyz/ n. [noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb) an infectious, usually fatal disease of dogs, 
cats, and other warm-blooded animals, caused by a virus 
and passed on to humans by the bite of an infected ani- 
mal. 

rac-coon (ra kd6n/) /ræ'kuwn/ n., pl. -coons, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -coon. 1. [cont] a small, meat- 
eating animal active at night, having a masklike black 
stripe across the eyes and a bushy, ringed tail. 2. [non- 
count) the thick, brownish gray fur of this animal. 

race! (ras) /reys/ n., v., raced, raceing. —n. (count) 1. a 
contest of speed, such as in running, riding, driving, or 
sailing. 2. races, [p/rral] a series of races, as of horses, 
run at a set time in a particular place. 3. any contest or 
competition, esp. to achieve some gain: an arms race; a 
Senate race. 4. an urgent effort: a race to find a vaccine 
against the dreaded disease. —v. 5. to run in a contest 
of speed against (someone); run a race with: [~ + obj): 
He raced her to the finish line. [no obj): He wanted to 
race in the Olympics. 6. to (cause cars, horses, dogs, 
etc.) to run in races: [~ + obj]: He raced his car in the 
Grand Prix. (no obj): wouldn't race again. 7. to (cause to) 
run, move, or go swiftly: [no obj]: He raced back to the 
house. [~ + obj): He tried racing the motor to warm up 
the engine. ~ racer, n. [comnt) 

race? (ras) /reys/ n. 1. a type or Classification of humans 
into groups, sometimes, esp. formerly, based on certain 
observed physical characteristics, as skin color, facial 
form, or eye shape, and now frequently based on certain 
genetic differences: [count]: members of various races. 
[noncount): a discussion of race. 2. [count] any people 
united by common history, language, cultural traits, etc.: 
the Dutch race. 3. [count] any group, class, or kind of 
creatures: the hunian race. —adj. (before a nonn) 4. of 
or relating to race: race relations. 
race-horse (ras/hors’) /‘reys,hors/ n. [count] a horse 
raised or kept for racing. 
race-track (ras/trak’) /‘reys,trwk/ n. [cont] an area of 
ground laid out for racing. 
race-way (ras/wa’) /‘reys,wey/ n. [count] a racetrack on 
which harness races are held. 
ra-cial (ra’shal) /'reyfal/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or char- 
acteristic of one race or the races of humankind. 2. exist- 
ing between races: racial Harniony. —ra/cialely, adv. 


ra-cialeism (rā/shə liz’am) /'reyfo,lizam/ r. RACISM. 
—ra/cial-ist, n. [count], adj. 

rac/ing form’, n. [count] a sheet that provides detailed 
information about horse races. 

rac-ism (ra/siz am) /‘reysizam/ n. [noncount) 1. a belief 
or doctrine that one’s own race is superior. 2. hatred or 
intolerance of another race or other races. —rac/ist, n. 
[count], adj. 

rack! (rak) /ræk/ n. [count] 1. a framework of bars, pegs, 
etc., on which things are arranged: a clothes rack; a ski 
rack. 2. a fixture containing shelves, often attached to 
something: a spice rack. 3. a former instrument of tor- 
ture on which a victim was slowly stretched. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to torture; hurt badly; torment; cause great pain 
to: Crippling spasms of pain racked him every few 
minutes. 5. to Strain or struggle in mental effort: He 
racked his brains trying to come up with an answer. 6. 
rack up, [~ + up + obj] to gain, achieve, or score: The 
new store is racking up profits. 

rack? (rak) /ræk/ n. [noncount) wreckage or destruction; 
wrack: to go to rack and ruin. 

rack-et! (rak/it) 'rækit/ n. (count) 1. (usually singular) a 
loud noise, esp. of a disturbing or confusing kind; din; 
uproar: What a racket last night with her party! 2. an or- 
ganized illegal or dishonest activity, as making demands 
of money by threat or violence. 3. Slang. a. an occupa- 
tion, livelihood, or business: the teaching racket. b. an 
easy or profitable source of making money: You mean he 
gets paid for not working? What a racket. 

rack-et? (rak/it) /rakit/ n. 1. [count] a light wooden or 
metal instrument with a handle and a net, usually catgut 
or nylon, stretched in an oval frame, used to hit a ball or 
birdie in tennis, badminton, etc. 2. [count] the short- 
handled paddle used to hit the ball in table tennis and 
paddle tennis. 3. rackets, [noncount; used with a singu- 
lar verb] a game played with rackets and a ball in a four- 
walled court. Also, racquet (for defs. 1, 2). 

rack-et-eer (rak/i tér’) /raeki'tior/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son in an organized, illegal activity, as extortion. —v. [no 
obj] 2. to work in a racket. —rack/et-eer/ing, n. [non- 
count) 

rack-ing (rak/ing) /‘rekin/ adj. (usually: before a noun) 
causing great physical or mental pain or suffering: a 
racking headache. —rack/ing-ly, adv. 

rac-on-teur (rak/on tir’, -tòór/, -an-) /,rekon'tsr, -'tur, 
-on-/ n. [cont] a person who is skilled in telling stories. 

rac-quet-bali (rak/it bol’) /rakit,bol/ n. [noncount) a 
game played with rackets on a four-walled court. 

racey (ra/sé) /'reysiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. slightly im- 
proper, as by containing references to sexual matters; 
risqué. 2. vigorous; lively: a racy literary style. —raceicly 
(ra7sa lē) /‘reysoaliy/ adv. —rac/i-ness, n. [nonconnt) 

rad! (rad) /ræd/ n. [count] Physics. a unit of measure for 
a dose of radiation absorbed by the body. 

rad? (rad) /ræd/ adj. Slang. RADICAL. 

raedar (ra/dar) /‘reydar/ n. [noncount] a device or the 
system for figuring out the presence, location, or speed 
of an object by measuring the direction and timing of ra- 
dio waves sent out and reflected back to the source. 

ra-dieal (ra’dé al) /‘reydiyol/ adj. 1. arranged or having 
parts arranged like lines coming out of the center of a 
circle. 2. going from the center outward or from the cir- 
cumference inward along a line: radial motion. —n. 
[count] 3. a radial section, part, or structure. 4. RADIAL 
TIRE. —ra/divalely, adv. 

ra/dial tire’, n. [cont] a motor-vehicle tire in which 
the cords are arranged in a direction from the tire in to- 
ward the center of the wheel. 

radiance (ra’dé ans) /'reydiyons/ n. [noncount) 1. ra- 
diant brightness or light: the radiance of the dawn. 2. 
warm, cheerful brightness: a smile fult of radiance. 

raedi-ant (ra/dé ont) /'reydiyont/ adj. 1. [before a noun) 
giving off rays of light; shining; bright. 2. bright with joy, 
hope, etc.: a radiant smile. 3. [before a noun] Physics. 
given off or sent out by radiation: radiant energy; radiant 
heat. —ra/di-ant-ly, adv. 

raedieate (ra/dé at’) / v. 'rcydiy,cyt / v., -at-ed, -at-ing. 
1. [no obj] to go out, spread, or move like rays or lines 
from a center point outward: The main avenues in Paris 
radiate from the center. 2. to give off rays, as of light or 
heat: [no obj]: Energy radiates from the sun. [~ + obj): 
The sim radiates energy. 3. (of persons) to (cause to) 
give off or glow with cheerfulness, joy, goodwill, etc.: [no 
obj): Confidence radiated from her. [~ + obj]: She radi- 
ated confidence. 

racdiea-tion (ra’dé a’shan) /,reydiy'eyfon/ n. 1. [non- 
comit) a. the process in which energy is given off by one 
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body as particles or waves, sent through space or 
through some substance, and absorbed by another body. 
b. the energy transferred by this process. 2. [count] 
something radiated: harmful radiations. 3. [noncount) 
radioactivity: nuclear radiation. 

radia/tion sick/ness, n. {noncount] sickness caused 
by being exposed to x-rays or radioactive materials, pro- 
ducing such symptoms as nausea and vomiting, head- 
ache, diarrhea, loss of hair and teeth, destruction of 
white blood cells, and bleeding. 

ra-di-a-tor (rā/dē a/tar) /'reydiy,cytor/ n. [count] l. a 
heating device, as a series or coil of pipes through which 
steam or hot water passes. 2. a device constructed from 
thin-walled tubes and metal fins, used for cooling circu- 
lating water, as in an automobile engine. 

rad-iecal (rad/i kal) /radikol/ adj. 1. thoroughgoing, 
complete, or extreme: a radical change in policy. 2. fa- 
voring drastic or extreme political, economic, or social 
reforms: radical politics. 3. (usually: before a noun) ba- 
sic; fundamental: radical defects of character. 4. Slang. 
great; marvelous; wonderful: a radical dude. —n. [count] 
5. a person who holds or follows extreme convictions, 
beliefs, or principles; extremist. 6. Math. a. a quantity ex- 
pressed as a root of another quantity. b. RADICAL SIGN. 7. 
a group of atoms that act together as a unit. 8. (in Chi- 
nese writing) one of 214 elements that have meaning or 
sense, and are used with elements representing sounds 
to form thousands of different characters. —rad/i-cal- 
ism, n. (noncount) —rad/i-calely, adv. 

rad-i-cal-ize (rad/i kə liz’) /‘radika,layz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -izeing. to make radical or more radical, esp. in 
politics. —rad-i-cal-i-za-tion (rad/i kə lə za/’shan) 
/redikah'zeyfon/ n. noncount] 

rad/ical sign’, n. [count] Math. the symbol V or vV, 
indicating that a quantity is a root of the quantity that is 
shown after or under the symbol, e.g., V25=5. 

racdiei (ra/dé i’) /‘reydiy,ay/ n. [plural] a pl. of RADIUS. 

raedico (ra/dé 6’) /'reydiy,ow/ n., pl. -disos, adj., v., -dis 
oed, -di-o-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] a system of communi- 
cating speech or other sounds by sending electromag- 
netic waves Of a particular frequency range over long dis- 
tances. 2. [count] a device for receiving or sending radio 
broadcasts. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 3. [norcount] 
the business or industry of sending signals to be heard 
by an audience. 4. on (the) radio, a. having been 
broadcast through radio waves and received by a radio: 
She first heard the news on the radio. b. broadcasting by 
radio to others: on the radio between midnight and 6 in 
the morning. —adj. (before a noun] 5. relating to, used 
in, or sent by radio: radio messages. —v. 6. to send (a 
message, music, etc.) by radio: [no obj]: The pilots ra- 
dioed for help. [~ + obj]: The pilots radioed the mes- 
Sage. [~ + that clause]: The pilots radioed that they 
were under attack. 7. to send a message to (a person) by 
radio: [~ + obj]: The pilots radioed the tower. [~ + obj 
+ that clause): The pilots radioed the tower that they 
needed to land. 

radio-, prefix. radio- comes ultimately from Latin radius, 
meaning “beam, ray.” 1. radio- is attached to roots and 
nouns and means “radiant energy”: radiometer. 2. radio- 
is also used to mean “radio waves”: radiolocation; radio- 
telephone. 3. radio- is also used to mean “the giving off 
of rays as a result of the breakup of atomic nuclei”: radi- 
oactivity; radiocarbon. 4. radio- is also used to mean “x- 
rays”: radiograph; radiotherapy. 

ra-di-o-acetive (ra/dé ō ak/tiv) /,reydiyow'wktiv/ adj. of 
or relating to radioactivity; showing, having, or caused by 
radioactivity. —ra/di-o-ac/tiverly, adv. 

ra-di-o-acetiveistty (ra’”dé ō ak tiwi tē) / reydi- 
yowek'tivitiy/ n. (moncount] the property of certain 
elements as radium and uranium, by which they release 
dangerous or harmful radiation because of changes in 
the nuclei of their atoms. 

ra-di-o-gram (ra/dé 6 gram’) /'reydiyow,grem/ n. 
[count] a message sent by radio waves, without the use 
of telephone or telegraph wires. 

ra-di-ol-o-gy (ra dé ol’a jé) /reydiy'nlod3iy/ n. [non- 
count] the branch of medicine dealing with x-rays, other 
radiation, and other techniques used in examining the 
body for disorders and certain treatments. —ra/di-ol/o- 
gist, n. [count] 

raedi-os-co-py (ra/dé os’ko pē) /,reydiy'pskapiy/ n. 
[noncount] the examination of objects by means of some 
form of radiation other than light, usually by x-rays. See 
-SCOPE-. 

ra-di-o-tel-e-graph (ra’/dé 6 telə graf’) /,reydi- 
yow'telo,gref/ n. (count) 1. a telegraph in which mes- 
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sages or signals are sent by means of radio waves rather 
than through wires or cables. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to send 
(a message) by radiotelegraph. —ra-di-o-te-leg-ra-phy 
(ra7dé 6 ta leg’ra fē) /,reydiyowtoa'legrafiy/ n. Lnoncount) 

ra-di-o-tel-e-phone (rāídē 6 telə fōn/) /,reydi- 
yow'tels,fown/ n. [count] a telephone in which sound or 
speech is sent by means of radio waves instead of 
through wires or cables. 

ra/dio tel’escope, n. [count] a large antenna, often 
one shaped like a dish, used to detect radio waves given 
off by stars, galaxies, and other sources in space. 

ra-cdivo-ther-aspy (ra’/dé ō ther’a pē) /reydi- 
yow'@erapiy/ n. [noncount] the treatment of disease by 
means of x-rays or radioactive substances. —ra/di-o- 
ther’a-pist, n. (count) 

rad-ish (rad/ish) /reedif/ m. [count] 1. a crisp, sharp- 
tasting, strong-smelling white or red root of a plant of the 
mustard family, eaten raw. 2. the plant itself. 

radium (rādē am) /'reydiyam/ n. [noncount] a highly 
radioactive metallic element that is produced by the de- 
cay of uranium and has been used in the treatment of 
cancer. 

raedi-us (ra/dé as) /'reydiyos/ n. [count], pl. -diei (-dé 1’) 
/-diy ay/ -dieus-es. 1. a straight line from the center of a 
circle or sphere to the circumference or surface: The ra- 
dius of a circle is half the diameter. 2. a circular area 
whose size can be measured by the length of a given ra- 
dius: They searched every house within a radius of 50 
miles. 

ra-don (ra/don) /'reydpn/ n. [noncount] an element that 
is a heavy, odorless inert, radioactive gas; produced by 
the decay of radium, it is harmful in high concentrations. 

RAF or R.A.F., an abbreviation of: Royal Air Force. 

raffia (raf/e ə) /'refiyo/ n. [noncount] a fiber obtained 
from the leaves of a palm tree, used for tying plants and 
other objects and for making mats, baskets, hats, etc. 

raff-ish (raffish) /‘refif/ adj. somewhat disreputable yet 
dashing; rakish: a raffish group of partygoers. —raff/- 
ish-ly, adv. —raff/isheness, n. (roncount) 

raf-fle (rafal) /‘rwvfal/ n., v., -fled, -fling. —n. [count] 1. 
a form of lottery in which a number of persons buy one 
Or more chances to win a prize. —v. 2. to give away 
(something) in a raffle: [~ + obj]: raffled items to raise 
money. [~ + off + obj): to raffle off items. [~ + obj + 
off): to raffle them off. 

raft’ (raft) /reft/ n. [count] 1. a more or less rigid float- 
ing platform made of materials that will not sink: an in- 
flatable rubber raft. 2. a collection of logs, planks, casks, 
etc., fastened together for floating on water. —v. 3. to 
travel or carry on a raft: [no obj): They went rafting. [~ + 
obj): They rafted the supplies down the river. 

raft? (raft) /reft/ n. [count] Informal. a great quantity; a 
lot: [a + ~ + of + noun): a raft of dinner invitations. 
~s + of + noun): making rafts of money. 

raf-ter (raf/ter) /‘reftor/ n. [count] 1. any of a series of 
sloped, large pieces of wood, timber, or the tike, used for 
holding up a roof. —Idiom. 2. packed to the rafters, 
filled completely: The auditorium was packed to the raf- 
ters. 

rag’ (rag) /rvg/ n. 1. a piece of cloth, esp. one that is 
torn or worn: [count]: Get a rag and start dusting with it. 
[noncount]: a piece of rag. 2. rags, [plural] tattered 
clothing: dressed in rags. 3. [count] Informal. a newspa- 
per or magazine thought of as being of low or poor qual- 
ity. —-Idiom. 4. from rags to riches, from a state of 
poverty to that of wealth. 

rag’ (rag) /reg/ v. [~ + obj], ragged, rag-ging. Infor- 
mal. 1. to scold. 2. to tease. 

rag’ (rag) /ræg/ n. [count] a piece of music in ragtime. 

raega (ra’ga) /ragd/ n. [count], pl. -gas. a piece of mu- 
sic of India having a prescribed melodic pattern. 

rag-a-muf-fin (rag/a muffin) /'reego,mafin/ n. [count] a 
child in ragged, dirty clothes. 

rage (raj) /reyd3/ n., v., raged, rag'ing. —n. 1. [non- 
count) angry fury; violent anger. 2. (count) a fit of violent 
anger: He flew into a rage. 3. (count; usually singular; 
usually: the + ~] Informal. an object of current popular- 
ity or fashion; a fad: / remember when long hair was all 
the rage. —v. [no obj) 4. to act or speak with fury; show 
or feel violent anger. 5. to move or surge furiously: He 
raged around the room. —rag/ing-ly, adv. 

rag-ged (rag/id) /'rægıd/ adj. 1. wearing tattered, worn- 
out clothing: ragged beggars. 2. torn or worn to rags; 
tattered: ragged pants. 3. jagged and uneven: a ragged 
hole where the bullet had gone through. 4. rough, im- 
perfect, or faulty: a ragged performance. 5. scraggly: a 
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ragged line of customers. —rag/ged-ness, n. [ronconnt) 
—rag’ged-y, adj. 

rag-lan (rag/lan) /rivglon/ n. [count] a loose overcoat 
with raglan sleeves. 

rag/lan sleeve’, n. [count] a sleeve that starts at the 
neck of the piece of clothing and has a long, slanting 
seam from neckline to armhole. 

ra-gout (ra goo’) /ra'guw/ n. [nonconnt] a spicy stew of 
meat or fish, with or without vegetables. 

rag-tag (rag/tag’) /'ræg,tæg/ adj. 1. ragged; shabby: 
dressed in ragtag niforms. 2. unorganized; disorderly: a 
ragtag army. 

rag-time (rag’tim’) /‘reg,taym/ n. [nonconnt] instru- 
mental jazz marked by syncopated melody and a steadily 
accented beat in the bass. 

ragweed (rag/wéd’) /'ræg,wiyd/ n. [noncount) a plant 
that in autumn releases pollen into the air, causing hay 
fever. 

rah (ra) /ra/ interj. (used to express encouragement of a 
player or team). 

raid (rad) /reyd/ n. (cont) 1. a sudden assault, attack, 
or other act of entering: a police raid ori a narcotics ring; 
an air raid. 2. an effort to attract away a competitor's 
employees, members, etc. —v. 3. to make a raid (on): 
[110 obj): The Vikings pillaged and raided. [~ + obj]: The 
ariny raided enemy supply lines. —raid/er, n. {count] 

rail’ (ral) /reyl/ n. 1. (cont) a bar, as of wood or metal, 
attached and used for a support, barrier, fence, or rail- 
ing. 2. [count] one of a pair of long, parallel and contin- 
uous steel bars on which the wheels of trains run. 3. 
[noncount] the railroad as a means of transportation: to 
travel by rail. 

rail? (ral) /reyl/ v. to say or make bitter complaints or 
protests about: [10 obj; (~ + at + obj)): He railed at his 
unfortimate fate. [~ + that clause]: He railed that no- 
body liked hint. 

railing (ra/ling) /‘reylin/ n. (count) a fencelike barrier 
alongside a stairway, walkway, etc., made of horizontal 
rails supported by widely spaced upright pieces. 
rail-ler-y (ra/la rē) /‘reyloriy/ n., pl. -lersies. 1. (non- 
count] good-humored joking or teasing; banter. 2. 
(count) a bantering remark. 

railroad (ral/rdd’) /'reyl,rowd/ n. (court) 1. a perma- 
nent road made of rails, commonly in one or more pairs 
of continuous lines forming a track or tracks, on which 
locomotives and cars are run for Carrying passengers, 
freight, and mail. 2. an entire system of such roads to- 
gether with its engines, cars, buildings, etc.: a transconti- 
nental railroad. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to transport by means 
of a railroad. 4. to push (a law or bill) quickly through a 
law-making body so that there is not enough time for ob- 
jections to be considered. 5. to pressure, force, or CO- 
erce into an action or decision too quickly: We were rail- 
roaded into signing a bad deal. 6. to convict (a 
defendant in a trial) too quickly and by means of false 
charges. —rail’road/er, si. [count] —rail/road/ing, n. 
(noncourit) 

railway (ral/wa’) /‘reyl,wey/ n. (cont) 1. a railroad op- 
erating over short distances. 2. RAILROAD. 

raiment (ra’mant) /reymoant/ n. [nonconnt] clothing; 
apparel. 

rain (ran) /reyn/ n. 1. [noricomt] water that is con- 
densed from the vapor in the atmosphere and falls to 
earth in drops. 2. a rainfall, rainstorm, or shower: 
[count]: a heavy rain. (norncount): a fifty percent chance 
of rain. 3. rains, [pliral; usually: the + ~] a rainy sea- 
son; seasonal rainfall. 4. (count; usually singular) a heavy 
and continuous fall of something usually unwelcome: a 
rain of blows. —v. 5. [no obj; it + ~) (of rain) to fall: /t 
rained all night. 6. to (cause to) come down like rain: [70 
obj): Bombs rained froni above. Tears rained from their 
eyes. [~ + obj): The jets rained bombs down on the en- 
ently position. 7.[~ + obj) to offer or give in great quan- 
tity; shower: fo rain favors npon a person. 8. rain out, 
[~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed] to cancel or postpone be- 
cause of rain: Tlie last gare was rained ont. —Idiom. 
9. rain cats and dogs, to rain heavily. 

rain-bow (ran/bo’) /'reyn,bow/ n. [comnt] 1. a bow or 
arch of colors appearing in the sky opposite the sun and 
caused by the sun's rays passing through drops of rain. 
2. a wide variety or range: The bouquet was a rainbow of 
colors. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of many colors; multi- 
colored. 4. made up of different races, groups, etc.: a 
rainbow political coalition. 

rain’ check’ or rain’check’, rn. [comrit] 1. an offered 
or requested postponement of an invitation until a more 
convenient time. 2. a ticket or piece of paper allowing a 
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customer to buy an out-of-stock sale item at a later date 
for the sale price. 3. a ticket for future use given to cus- 
tomers at an outdoor event that has been postponed or 
interrupted by rain. 

rain-coat (rān/kōt/) /‘reyn,kowt/ n. [count] a waterproof 
or water-repellent coat worn as protection against rain. 

rainsdrop (ran/drop’) /‘reyn,drop/ n. [count] a drop of 
rain. 

rainfall (ran/fol’) /'reyn,fol/ n. the amount of water fall- 
ing in rain, snow, etc., within a given time and area, usu- 
ally expressed as a total: [count]: a rainfall of 70 inches a 
year. [noncount): areas where rainfall is slight. 

rain’ for’est or rain’for/est, n. (cont) a tropical for- 
est, usually of tall, densely growing, broad-leaved, ever- 
green trees in an area where much rainfall occurs. 

rainemak-er (ran’ma/ker) /‘reyn,meykoar/ n. [count] 1. 
(among American Indians) a medicine man who by vari- 
ous rituals and prayers tries to bring rain. 2. a person 
who tries to bring on rainfall by artificial techniques, as 
the seeding of clouds with silver iodide crystals. 3. an ex- 
ecutive or lawyer who is able to get clients, produce in- 
come or sales, etc., esp. by using political or other 
connections. 

rainestorm (rān/stôrm/) /'reyn,storm/ n. [count] a storm 
with heavy rain. 

rainewa-ter (ran/w0/ter, -wot/ar) /'reyn,wotor, -,wotor/ 
n. [noncount) water fallen as rain. 

rainy (ra/né) /'reyniy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. full of or being 
like rain; having great amounts of rain: the rainy season. 

raise (raz) /reyz/ v., raised, rais-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to move to a higher position; lift up; elevate: She 
raised her head and looked around. 2. to set upright: 
When the flagpole fell they raised it again. [~ + oneself): 
She raised herself to her feet. 3. to increase in amount, 
degree, strength, pitch, or force: He raised his voice so 
they could hear him. 4. to promote the growth or devel- 
opment of; grow or breed: fo raise corn. 5. to serve in 
the capacity of parent to; bring up; rear: to raise a Child. 
6. to present for consideration; put forward: I'd like to 
raise a question. 7. to give rise to; bring about: raised a 
riot. 8. to build; erect: to raise a house. 9. to restore to 
life: to raise the dead. 10. to give a feeling of new life, 
excitement, or vigor to; animate: The news raised her 
spirits. 11. to advance in rank or position; elevate: to 
raise her to the rank of colonel. 12. to assemble or col- 
lect: to raise an army. 13. to utter (a cry, shout, etc.): 
raised a cheer. 14. to cause to be heard: to raise an 
alarm. 15. to cause (dough) to rise by expansion and be- 
come light, as by the use of yeast. 16. to end (a siege, 
restriction, etc.): They raised the blockade by withdrawing 
their forces. 17. to establish communication with by ra- 
dio: tried to raise headquarters on the VHF band. —n. 
[count] 18. an increase in amount, as of wages. 19. the 
amount of such an increase: a fifty-dollar-a-week raise. 
20. an act or instance of raising. 

raisin (ra/zin) /‘reyzin/ n. [connt] a sweet grape that 
has been dried in the sun or by artificial means. 

rajah or ra-ja (raja) /'rad39/ n. [cont], pl. -jahs or 
-jas. a title of a prince and chief in India and areas of 
Southeast Asia once subject to Indian influence. 

rake! (rāk) /reyk/ n., v, raked, rak-ing. —n. (count) 1. a 
long-handled tool used in farming or gardening, having 
teeth or tines for gathering cut grass, dead leaves, hay, 
etc., or for smoothing the surface of the ground. —v. 2. 
to clear, smooth, or prepare with a rake: [0 obj): raking 
and digging in the garden. [~ + obj): She was raking the 
yard. 3. {~ + obj] to gather, draw together, or remove 
with a rake: raking the dead leaves. 4. to gather or col- 
lect, esp. a great deal: [~ + in + obj): to rake in mioney. 
[~ + obj + in): She was raking money in. 5. to bring 
(something) to light or to another’s attention, esp. some- 
thing that might better be forgotten: [~ + obj + up]: to 
rake a scandal "p. [~ + up + obj): tried to rake ip a 
scandal. 6. [~ + obj] to scrape; scratch: raked his hair 
with his fingers. 7. to fire guns along the length of: [no 
obj): Machine gin fire raked through the village. (~ + 
obj): The jet fighters raked the side of the tanker. 

rake? (rak) /reyk/ n. [count] a man devoted to a life of 
heavy drinking and sexual affairs. 

rake/-off’, n. (count; singilar] a share or amount taken 
or received esp. illegally. 

rakeish! (ra/kish) /‘reykif/ adj. like a rake; too interested 
in a wild life of heavy drinking and sexual affairs. —rak/- 
ish-ly, adv. —rak/isheness, n. [rorconnt) 

rak-ish? (ra/kish) /‘reykif/ adj. smart; dashing: a rakish 
hat. 

rally (ral/é) /'ræliy/ v., -tied, -ly-ing, 7., pi. -lies. —v. 1. 
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to gather and organize or inspire anew: [~ + obj}: The 
general rallied the scattered troops. (no obj}: The scat- 
tered troops rallied. 2. to (cause to) draw or be called to- 
gether for a common action or effort: [~ + obj}: The 
candidate rallied his supporters. [no obj}: The candi- 
dates Supporters rallied in a demonstration of support. 
3. to concentrate or revive, such as one’s strength or 
spirits: [~ + obj}: He rallied his strength for one last ef- 
fort. [no obj}: He has rallied somewhat but is still sick. 4. 
[no obj] to come to the assistance of a person, party, or 
cause: The workers rallied around their injured fellows. 
5. [no Obj} a. (of securities) to rise sharply in price after a 
drop. b. (of a securities market) to show increased activ- 
ity after a slow period. —n. [count] 6. a renewal or recov- 
ery of strength, activity, etc., after a disorder or setback. 
7. a mass meeting of people gathered to promote a 
common cause, often marked by efforts to stir up enthu- 
Siasm: a political rally. 8. a sharp rise in price or active 
trading after a declining market. 9. (in tennis, badmin- 
ton, etc.) an exchange of strokes between players before 
a point is scored. 10. the scoring of many runs in base- 
ball or points in a game, esp. when coming from behind. 
11. a long-distance automobile race, esp. for sports cars, 
held over public roads, with numerous checkpoints along 
the route. 
ram (ram) /ream/ n., v., rammed, ramming. —n. 
[count] 1. a male sheep. 2. a device for battering, crush- 
ing, driving, or forcing something, such as a battering 
ram. —v. 3. to strike with great force; dash violently 
against: [no obj): The car rammed into the wall. [~ + 
obj}: The driver rammed the car into the wall. 4. [~ + 
obj} to cram; stuff: to ram food down their throats. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to push firmly; force: to ram a bill through the 
Senate. 
ram-ble (ram/bal) /'ræmbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. [110 
obj} 1. to wander around in a leisurely, aimless manner 
for pleasure; stroll. 2. to have a course or direction with 
many turns or windings, as a stream or path. 3. to talk 
or write in a wandering manner, often for a tong time. 
—n. [count] 4. a leisurely walk without a definite route. 
ram-bler (ram/blar) /‘ramblor/ n. [count] 1. one that 
rambles. 2. any of several climbing roses with clusters of 
small flowers. 
ramebling (ram/bling) /‘remblin/ adj. 1. having many 
haphazard extensions: a rambling old farmhouse. 2. 
aimless; wandering: a tong, rambling answer. 
ram-bunc-tious (ram bungk/shas) /ram'bankfoas/ adj. 
difficult to control or handle; wild; boisterous. ram: 
bunc/tious-ness, n. (noncount] 
ram-irfieca-tion (ram/a fi ka’shan) /,raemofi'keyfan/ n. 
[count] a consequence; Outgrowth: The new tax law has 
many ramifications for anyone trying to save money. 
ram-i-fy (ram/a fi’) /'ræmə,fay/ v. [no obj}, -fied, -fy- 
ing. to divide or spread out into branches or branchlike 
parts; extend into subdivisions: The nerve endings ram- 
ify. 
ram-jet (ram/jet’) /‘rem,d3et/ n. [count] a jet engine 
which is run by fuel injected into a stream of air com- 
pressed by the aircraft’s forward speed. 
ramp (ramp) /remp/ n. [count] 1. a sloping surface con- 
necting two levels. 2. any tong, sloping walk or passage- 
way. 3. a movable staircase for entering or teaving an 
airplane. 4. a road leading on or off a highway or ex- 
pressway: an exit ramp. 
ram-page (ram/paj; v. also ram pāj’) /‘rempeyd3; v. 
also rem!peyd;/ n., v., -paged, -pag-ing. —n. [count] 
l. a sudden occurrence of violently reckless or destruc- 
tive behavior: went on a rampage. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
rush or behave furiously or violently: The gangs ram- 
paged through the towns. 
ramp-ant ‘(ram/pant) /ræmpənt/ adj. growing or 
spreading steadily and without stopping; widespread: a 
rampant rumor; rampant disease. —ramp/antely, adv. 
ram-part (ram/part, -part) “rampart, -port/ n. [count] 
l. a mound of earth, rubble, or similar material raised 
around a place for protection. 2. such a mound together 
with a stone or earth structure on top. See -PARE-'. 
ramerod (ram/rod’) /‘rem,rod/ n. [count] 1. a rod for 
cleaning or for pushing down the gunpowder into an old- 
type gun. —adj. [before a noun) 2. stiff and straight as a 
ramrod: stood at ramrod attention. 
ram-shack:-le (ram/shak/al) /'ræm,fækol/ adj. [usually 
before a noun] loosely made or held together; rickety; 
shaky: a ramshackle house. 
ran (ran) /ræn/ v. pt. of RUN. 
ranch (ranch) /rentf/ n. [count] 1. a place of business 
for raising horses, cattle, and livestock, usually a very 
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large farm in which there is enough land to support the 
grazing of the animals. 2. a farm or ranchlike enterprise 
that raises a single crop or animal: «a mink ranch. 3. 
RANCH HOUSE (def. 2). —v. [no obj] 4. to own, manage, or 
work on a ranch. —ranch/er, n. [count] 

ranch’ house’, n. [count] 1. the main house on a 
ranch. 2. any one-story house. 

ran-cid (ran/sid) /‘raensid/ adj. having an unpleasant 
smell or taste, usually because of decay: rancid butter. 
—ran-cidei-ty (ran sid/i tē) /razn'siditiy/ ran/cideness, n. 
(noncount] 

ran-cor (rand/kar) /rankar/ n. [noncount] bitter resent- 
ment, anger, Or ill will; malice. Also, esp. Brit., ran/cour. 
—ran/cor-ous, adj.: a ralcorous debate. 

ran-dom (ran/dam) /'rændəm/ adj. 1. occurring or done 
without definite aim, reason, plan, or pattern: a few ran- 
dom examples; random killings. 2. Statistics. of or being 
a process of selection in which each item of a group has 
an equal chance of being chosen. —-Idiom. 3. at ran- 
dom, without regard to rules, schedules, purpose, pat- 
tern, etc.: chose colors at random, —ran/domely, adv. 

ran-dom:ize (ran/da miz’) /‘randa,mayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -izeing. to arrange, select, or distribute in a ran- 
dom manner. —ran-dom-i-za-tion (ran’da mə za’shan) 
/randosma'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] 

R and R or R&R, an abbreviation of: 1. rest and recre- 
ation. 2. rest and recuperation. 3. rest and relaxation. 4. 
rock and roll. 

randy (ran/dé) /'rændiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
aroused; full of sexual desire or lust. 

rang (rang) /ræn/ v. pt. of RING?. 

range (ranj) /reynd3/ n., adj., v., ranged, rang-ing. —n. 
1. [count] the extent to which, or the limits between 
which, something can change or vary: a price range be- 
tween $500 and $1,000. 2. the extent, scope, or distance 
of something in which it can operate or in which it is ef- 
fective: [noncount): one’s range of vision. (count; usually 
singular]: His singing voice has a range of an octave. 3. 
the distance of the target from the weapon: [noncount): 
Sire was shot at close range. [count]: The bullet was fired 
from a range of three feet. 4. [count] an area equipped 
with targets for practice in shooting: a rifle range. 5. 
[count] an area used for testing missiles. 6. [count] a 
row, line, or series of things, as of similar products; a 
number of different things of the same general sort or 
type: a wide range of computer equipment. 7. [count] 
Also called rangeland. an area of land that is or may be 
traveled over, esp. an open region for the grazing of live- 
stock. 8. [count] the region or area over which a popula- 
tion or species of animal or plant is found. 9. a chain of 
mountains forming a single system: [count]: an impor- 
tant mountain range. [often: the + ~: the Cascade 
Range. 10. [count] a large cooking stove having burners 
on the top surface and containing one or more ovens. 
—adj. (before a noun) 11. working or grazing on a 
range: range animals. —v. 12. [no obj; not: be + ~ing] 
to vary or be within certain limits: Her emotions ranged 
from joy to despair. 13. to move around or through (a 
region or area): [no obj): The buffalo ranged over the 
whole state. [~ + obj): Explorers ranged the entire re- 
gion, 14. [no obj] to extend or wander over, so as to in- 
clude or cover: Their talks ranged over a variety of sub- 
jects. 15. [~ + obj] to arrange (persons or things) in 
rows Or lines or in a specific position: to range the books 
in the library. 16. [~ + obj] to place in a particular class; 
Classify: fo range errors into different categories. 

rang-er (ran/jar) /'reynd3ər/ n. [count] 1. FOREST RANGER. 
2. one of a body of armed guards who patrol a region. 3. 
a person who ranges or roves. 4. (esp. in Texas) a mem- 
ber of the state police. 

rang-y (ran/je) /'reynd3iy/ adj., -iver, -icest. 1. (of ani- 
mals or people) slender and having long arms or legs. 2. 
able to range over large areas. 3. (of land) mountainous. 
—rang/i-ness, n. (noncount] 

rank’ (rangk) /ræņnk/ n. 1. [count] a social or official po- 
sition or standing, as in the armed forces: the rank of 
captain. 2. [noncount] high position or station: a person 
of rank. 3. (noncount] relative position or standing: a 
writer of the first rank. 4. [count] a row or series of 
things or persons: The orchestra players were arranged 
in ranks. 5. ranks, [plural the members of an armed 
service apart from its officers; enlisted personnel. 6. Usu- 
ally, ranks. [plura the people in a group, or the general 
body of any organization apart from the officers or 
leaders: in the ranks of the unemployed. —v. 7. to 
(cause to) be assigned to a particular position, class, 
Standing, etc.: [~ + obj]: to be ranked among the ex- 
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perts. [~ + obj + as + obj): They ranked him as one of 
the best pitchers in the world. (no obj; not: be + ~-ing]: 
Their work ranked well above that of the other students. 
—Idiom. 8. break ranks, a. to leave an assigned posi- 
tion in a military formation. b. to withdraw support from 
one’s colleagues, political party, or the like. 

rank? (rangk) /rank/ adj., -er, -est. 1. growing thickly; 
vigorous: rank foliage. 2. having an offensive or very un- 
pleasant smell or taste: a rank cigar. 3. [before a noun) 
complete; utter; absolute: a rank amateur. —rank/ness, 
n. [noncount] 

rank’ and file’, n. [plura the members of any organ- 
ization, esp. a union, apart from its leaders or officers. 

ranksing (rang/king) /‘rankin/ adj. (before a noun) 1. 
being superior in rank, position, etc.: a ranking diplomat. 
2. highly regarded: a ranking authority. 3. (used after an- 
other word) of or having a certain rank: a low-ranking ex- 
ecutive. 

ran-kle (rang/kal) /‘raegkal/ v., -kled, -kling. 1. [no obj) 
to continue to irritate; cause resentment: The princtpal’s 
insensitivity to the needs of the child still rankles. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to cause (a person) such irritation or resentment: 
The principal's insensitivity still rankles the parents. 

ranesack (ran/sak) /‘ranswk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to search 
thoroughly and vigorously through: We ransacked the 
shelves and dresser drawers for the lost money. 2. to 
search through so as to rob: The burglars ransacked the 
house. 

ransom (ran’sam) /‘rensom/ n. 1. [noncount] the re- 
lease of a prisoner, kidnapped person, etc., for a de- 
manded price. 2. [count] the price paid or demanded for 
such freeing or releasing: a ransom of $30,000. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to free or release someone held prisoner or 
kidnapped by paying a demanded price. —ran’somer, 
n. [count] 

rant (rant) /rænt/ v. to speak or talk in a wild or violent 
way; rave: [no Obj]: She came home ranting about how 
everybody hated her. [~ + that clause): She ranted that 
nobody loved her. 

rap (rap) /ræp/ v., rapped, rap-ping, r. —v. 1. to strike, 
esp. with a quick, sharp, light blow: [~ + obj]: rapped 
him on the knuckles. [no obj): Somebody rapped on the 
door. 2. [~ (+ out) + obj) to say or shout sharply: to 
rap (out) orders. 3. [~ + obj] Slang. to criticize severely: 
Even his tearnmates were quick to rap Nim for his poor 
sportsmanship. 4. [no obj) Slang. to talk or discuss, esp. 
freely and at great length; chat: rapping about music and 
politics. 5. [no obj) to talk rhythmically to the beat of rap 
music. —n. 6. [count] a quick, smart blow: a rap on the 
knuckles. 7. [count] the sound produced by such a blow: 
a rap on the door. 8. [noncotunt) Slang. blame or pun- 
ishment: not going to take the rap for your mistakes. 9. 
[count] Slang. a criminal charge: a murder rap. 10. 
[count] Slang. report; reputation: The rap orn her is that 
she quits too easily. 11. [count] Slang. a talk or conver- 
sation; chat. 12. [noncount] a kind of music with an in- 
sistent beat and rhymed words that follow the beat. 
—Idiom. 13. beat the rap, Slang. to avoid punish- 
ment, as for a crime. —rap/per, ri. [count] 

ra-paecious (rə pa/shas) /ra'peyfas/ adj. 1. overly 
grasping; greedy: rapacious gangsters. 2. (of aniinals) 
living by capturing prey. —ra-pa/cious-ness, ra-pac-i-ty 
(ra pas/i tē) /ra'pasitiy/ n. (roncount) 

rape! (rap) /rcyp/ n., v., raped, rap-ing. —r. 1. the un- 
lawful act of forcing (someone) to have sexual relations: 
[noncount): victirris of rape. [count]: convicted of several 
rapes. 2. (count; usually singular) an act of spoiling or 
destroying on a large scale: the rape of the countryside. 
—v. 3. to force (someone) to have sexual relations: [~ + 
obj): He was accused of raping several women. [no obj]: 
might rape again. &. [~ + obj] to despoil: developers 
raping the beautiful countryside. —rap/er, m. [count] 
—rap/ist, n. [count] See -RAPE-. 

rape’ (rap) /reyp/ n. [noncount]) a plant of the mustard 
family whose leaves are used as food for animals and 
whose seeds yield a useful oil. 

-rape-, root. -rape- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “carry off by force.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: RAPE, RAPID, RAPINE, RAPT, RAPTURE. 

rapid (rap/id) /'ræpid/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. fast, 
quick-moving, swift: rapid motiou,; rapid growth. —ri. 2. 
Usually, rapids. [plural] a part of a river where the cur- 
rent runs very swiftly. ra-pid-i-ty (rə pid/i tē) 
/ra'piditiy/ rapfid-ness, si. (rroncount) —rap/id-ly, adv. 
See -RAPE-. 

rap/id tran/sit, rt. [noncount] a system of public trans- 
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portation in a metropolitan area, usually a subway or ele- 
vated train system. 

rapier (rā/pē ar) /'reypiyər/ n. [count] 1. a narrow 
sword having a double-edged blade. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. sharp and cutting like a sword: rapier wit. 

rap-ine (rap/in, -in) /‘rapin, -ayn/ n. [noncount] the vio- 
lent taking and carrying off of another's property; plun- 
der. See -RAPE-. 

rapport (ra por’, -pōr/, ra-) /ræ'pər, -'powr, rə-/ n. a 
relationship, esp. one that is sympathetic and under- 
standing: [count; usually singular): a close rapport be- 
tween teacher and students. [noncount): a feeling of rap- 
port. See -PORT-. 

rap-proche-ment (rap/rosh man’) /ræprowf'mā/ n. 
[count] an establishment or renewal of peaceful 
relations. 

rap-scallion (rap skal/yan) /rap'skalyon/ n. [count] a 
rascal. 

rap’ sheet’, n. [count] Slang. a police record of a per- 
son's arrests and convictions. 

rapt (rapt) /rept/ adj. 1. deeply interested in or ab- 
sorbed in something: a rapt listener. 2. filled or carried 
off with emotion. 3. showing rapture: a rapt smile. 
—rapt/ly, adv. —rapt/ness, n. [noncount] See -RAPE-. 

rap-ture (rap/char) /'ræptfər/ n, v., -tured, -tur-ing. 
—n. 1. [noncount] overwhelming joy or delight; ecstasy. 
2. [count] Often, raptures. [p/uraf] an expression of ec- 
static delight. —rap’tur-ous, adj. See -RAPE-. 

rare’ (rar) /reər/ adj., rar-er, rarsest. 1. very uncom- 
mon: a rare disease. 2. light; thin; having the parts not 
tightly packed together: The air was rare in the moun- 
tains. 3. [before a noun] unusually great: a rare display 
of courage. —rare/ness, n. [noncount] 

rare? (rar) /reor/ adj., rar-er, rar-est. cooked so as to be 
still red on the inside: rare steak. —rare/ness, 1. [non- 
count) 

rar-e-fied also rarei-fied (rar’a fid’) /reara,fayd/ adj. 
1. extremely high or elevated; lofty; grand: rarefied lan- 
guage. 2. thin: rarefied atmosphere. 

rareely (rar/lé) /‘rearliy/ adv. seldom: He ts rarely late. 

rareing (raring) /'rearin/ adj. [be + ~ + to + verb] 
very eager or anxious; enthusiastic: They were raring to 
go. 

rareiety (rar/i tē) /‘reoritiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount) 
the state or quality of being rare. 2. [count] something 
rare or uncommon: Earthquakes are a rarity hereabouts. 

ras-cal (ras’kal) /‘reskal/ n. [count] 1. a dishonest per- 
son. 2. a mischievous person or animal. 

-rase-, root. -rase- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “rub; scrape.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ABRASION, ERASE, RAZE, RAZOR. 

rash’ (rash) /ræf/ adj., -er, -est. 1. acting quickly and 
without thinking: a rasit leader. 2. made or done quickly 
or without careful thought: rash promises. —rash/ly, 
adv. —rash/ness, n. [noncount) 

rash? (rash) /ræf/ n. [count] 1. an area of spots or red- 
ness on the skin resulting from an irritation or disorder 
of some kind. 2. numerous occurrences of something at 
about the same time: a rash of robberies. 

rash-er (rash/ar) /'ræfər/ n. [count] 1. a thin slice of ba- 
con or ham for frying or broiling. 2. a serving of three or 
four slices, esp. of bacon. 

rasp (rasp) /ræsp/ v. 1. to scrape or grate with or as if 
with a rough instrument: [~ + obj]: You can feel the kit- 
ten's rough little tongue rasping your hand. [no obj]: 
rasping on your hand. 2. [~ (+ on) + obj) to irritate: 
The sound rasped (on) lis nerves. 3. to say with a grat- 
ing sound: [~ (+ out) + obj): to rasp (out) an order. [~ 
+ obj (+ out)): She rasped an order (out) to her secre- 
tary. —n. [count] 4 an act of rasping. 5. a rasping 
sound. 6. a coarse file having separate cone-shaped 
teeth. —rasp/ing, rasp/’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

rasp-ber-ry (raz/ber/é, -bə rē) /‘rez,beriy, -bariy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ries. 1. the fruit of a shrub of the rose fam- 
ily, made up of small and juicy red, black, or pale yellow 
berries. 2. a shrub bearing this fruit. 3. a reddish purple 
color, similar to the color of many raspberries. 4. a loud 
spluttering noise made by blowing out air with the lips 
and tongue, used to express contempt or displeasure. 

rat (rat) /ret/ n, interj, v, rat-ted, ratting. —i. 
[count] 1. a long-tailed animal, a rodent, that resembles 
a mouse but is larger. 2. Slang. a scoundrel; a disloyal 
or untrustworthy person. 3. Slang. a person who aban- 
dons or betrays associates. —interj. 4. rats, (used to 
show disgust or disappointment). —v. 5. [~ + on] Slang. 
to inform on or betray one’s associates: Site ratted on us 
when the cops caught her. —rat/like’, adj. 
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ratch-et (rach/it) /‘reetfit/ n. [count] 1. a toothed wheel 
or bar, with a bar that fits into its teeth so that it turns in 
one direction only. —v. 2. to move by degrees: [~ + obj 
+ up/down): hoped to ratchet the economy up. (~ + "p/ 
down + obj): Unemployment managed to ratchet down 
the economy. [no obj; ~ + up/down): hoping the econ- 
omy would ratchet up in time for the election. 

rate (rat) /reyt/ n., v, rated, rating. —n. [count] 1. the 
amount of a charge or payment with reference to some 
basis of counting: a high rate of interest on loans. 2. a 
certain amount of one thing considered in relation to a 
unit of another thing: a rate of 10 cents a ponnd. 3. de- 
gree of speed or progress: to work al a rapid rate. —v. 4. 
to estimate the value or worth of; consider: [~ + obj]: 
She is highly rated as a member of the department. {~ 
+ Obj (+ as) + obj): | would rate him (as) a fine teacher. 
5. [no obj] to be thought of as having value or standing: 
He felt he didn't rate with his friends. 6. {~ + obj] to de- 
serve or merit: That event does not even rate a footnote 
in the history of that era. —Idiom. 7. at any rate, in 
any event; in any Case: Af any rate, you survived. See -RA- 
TIO-. 

rath-er (ratt/ar) /‘rador/ adv. 1. quite; to some extent: 
in some degree: He's rather good at baseball. 2. in some 
degree: / rather expect you'll regret it. 3. preferably: 
more willingly: to die rather than yield. 4. more truly or 
correctly: He is a painter or, rather, a person who draws 
in watercolors. 5. instead; on the contrary: H's not gener- 
osity, rather, it’s self-interest. —Idiom. 6. had or 
would rather, to prefer that or to: / world rather be fish- 
ing. 

raths-kel-ler (rät/skel/ər, rat/-, rath/-) /'rat,skebr, 
'ræt-, 'ræĝ-/ n. [count] a restaurant or bar located below 
street level. 

rat-i-fi-ca-tion (rato fi ka’shan) /rætəfi'keyfon/ nm. 
[voncount) the act of formally expressing consent to or 
approval for an agreement, treaty, amendment, law, etc. 
See -RATIO-. 

rat-iefy (rat/a fi’) /‘rwta,fay/ v. (~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 
to formally approve an agreement, treaty, law, etc., by 
expressing agreement, consent, or approval: to ratify an 
amendment. —rat/i-fi/er, n. [count] See -Ratio-. 

rat-ing (rating) /‘reytin/ n. [connt] 1. position or level 
given to something in comparison to others: a good 
credit rating. 2. Classification according to grade or rank, 
as in the navy. 3. a percentage indicating the number of 
listeners to or viewers of a radio or television broadcast: 
That show has great ratings. See -Ratio-. 

ratio (rā/shō, -shé 5/) /'reyfow, -fiy,ow/ n. [count], pl. 
-tios. 1. the relation between two numbers or amounts, 
with respect to the number of times the first contains the 
second: The ratio of 3 to 9 is the same as the ratio of I 
to 3. 2. rate; proportion: The ratio of acceptances to re- 
Jections is very high. See -RATIO-. 

-ratio-, rool. -ratio- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “logic; reason; judgment.” This meaning is 
found in such words as: IRRATIONAL, OVERRATED, RATE, RAT- 
IFY, RATIO, RATION, RATIONAL. 

ra-tion (rash’an, ra’shan) /'rafon, 'reyfon/ n. [count] 1. 
a fixed amount of food allowed for a certain amount of 
time: a ration of two cupfils of rice a day. 2. a fixed 
amount of anything allowed for a certain amount of time: 
a ration of diesel fuel ror their tricks. —v. 3. to distribute 
as rations: [~ + ont + obj + to + obj): to ration ont 
food to an army. [~ + obj + ont + to + obj]: to ration 
food ont to an army. 4. [~ + obj + to + obj] to limit 
(someone) to a ration: rationed herself to one television 
program a day. 5$. [~ + obj] to restrict the use or distrib- 
uting of: to ration meat. See -RATIO-. 

ra-tion-al (rash’a nl, rash/nl) /'ræfonl, 'ræfni/ adj. 1. 
based on reason; fitting in with reason; sensible: a ra- 
tional decision. 2. using reason: a rational negotiator. 3. 
sane; able to think or speak clearly and logically: The pa- 
tient seems perfectly rational. —raction-aleitty (rash/a- 
nalfi tē) /ræfo'næhtiy/ n. Cnoncount] —ra/tionealely, 
adv. See -RATIO-. 

ra-tion-ale (rash/a nal’) /ræfo'næl nm. 1. [nonconnt] the 
fundamental or basic reason or reasons serving to ac- 
count for something: There is no rationale for such be- 
havior, 2. [count] a statement of reasons or principles. 
See -RATIO-. 

ra-tion-al-ism (rash’a nl iz’am) /'rivJonlzam/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the principle or doctrine of using human rea- 
son as the basis for matters of opinion, belief, or con- 
duct. 2. a doctrine in philosophy that stresses the use of 
reason as opposed to religious faith. —ra/tion-al-ist, n. 
[connt] See -RATIO-. 
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ra-tion-al-ize (rash’a_ ni iz’, rash/nl-) /'ræfənlayz, 
'ræfn]-/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to find a reason, basis, or 
explanation (for actions) in causes that seem reasonable 
but do not reflect true, unconscious, or less acceptable 
causes: [~ + obj): He tried to rationalize his use of ille- 
gal drugs on the grounds that he was hyperactive and 
the dnigs relaxed him. [~ + that clause]; When she was 
fired she rationalized that her supervisors had a grudge 
against her. [no obj}: Don’t rationalize; be honest about 
your trie motives. 2. [~ + obj] to make (a system) 
agree with or work according to reason: to rationalize the 
payroll system. —rastionealeisza-tion (rash’o nl i zā/- 
shan, rash/nl-) /ræfonh'zeyfən, ,ravfnl-/ n. (count; non- 
conni] See -RATIO-. 

ra/tional num/ber, n. [count] a number that can be 
expressed exactly as an integer or fraction: The square 
root of 3 is not a rational mimber. 

rat’ race’, n. (cont) exhausting, highly competitive ac- 
tivity, esp. one aimed at success in business. 

rat-tan (ra tan’, ra-) /rv'twn, ra-/ n. 1. [count] Also 
called rattan’ palm’. a climbing palm. 2. [nonconnt] 
the tough stems of such palms, used for wickerwork, 
canes, etc. 

rat-tle (rat/l) /‘rwtl/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to (cause 
to) make a rapid series of short, sharp sounds: [no obj]: 
The doors rattled in the storm, [~ + obj]: t rattled the 
doorknob. 2. to (cause to) move noisily: [no obj]: The 
old car rattled atong the back roads. [~ + obj]: The wind 
rattled the metal can. 3. rattle off, to say or perform in 
a rapid or lively manner: [~ + off + obj]: to rattle off the 
multiplication table. [~ + obj + off}: She rattled her an- 
swers off, 4. rattle on, [no obj] to chatter: rattling on 
about his aitments. 5. [~ + obj] to confuse; make nerv- 
ous; disconcert: The speaker was rattled by that last 
question. —n. [count] 6. a rapid succession of short, 
sharp sounds. 7. a baby’s toy filled with small pellets that 
rattle when shaken. 8. the series of horny, hollow rings 
at the end of a rattlesnake’s tail, with which it produces a 
rattling sound. —rat/tly, adj. 

rat-tler (rat/lar) /'rætlor/ m. [connt] 1. a rattlesnake. 2. 
one that rattles. 

rat-tle-snake (rat/l snak’) /rætlsneyk/ n. [connt] a 
snake, a pit viper, having a rattle at the end of the tail. 

rat-tle-trap (rat/I trap’) /ratl,trap/ n. (connt] a shaky, 
rattling object, such as a broken-down vehicle. 

rat-tling (rat/ling) /‘rwtlin/ adj. 1. brisk: a rattling pace. 
2. splendid; fine. —adv. 3. very: a rattling good time. 

rat-trap (rat/trap’) /reet,traep/ n. [comnt] 1. a device for 
catching rats. 2. a run-down, filthy, or broken-down 
place. 

ratety (rat/ē) /'rætiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tieest. 1. full of rats. 2. 
of or characteristic of a rat. 3. wretched; shabby. 

rau-cous (r0/kas) /‘rokas/ adj. 1. harsh; rough; unpleas- 
ant in sound; strident: raucous langhter. 2. disorderly: a 
raucous party. —rau/cous-ly, adv. —rau/cous-ness, n. 
(noncoung] 

raunch (ronch, ranch) /rontf, rantf/ n. [nonconnt] inde- 
cency or obscenity. 

raun-chy (r6n/ché, ran/-) /‘rontfiy, ‘ran-/ adj., -chi-er, 
-chivest. 1. dirty; slovenly: a rannchy old jacket. 2. ob- 
scene; smutty: a rannchy joke. —raun/chieness, n. [nor- 
count) 

rav-age (rav/ij) /revid3/ v., -aged, -ag-ing, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to damage or injure severely: The storm rav- 
aged the coastline. —n. ravages, [plural] 2. great dam- 
age, destruction, Or ruin: the ravages of war. See -RAPE-. 

rave (rav), v., raved, raveing, n., adj. —v. 1. to talk 
wildly or irrationally: [no obj]: raving with fever. [~ + that 
clause]: She raved that everyone hated her. 2. to talk or 
write with great Or too great enthusiasm about some- 
thing: [no obj]: They raved about the movie. (~ + that 
Clause]: They raved that she was a terrific teacher. —uw. 
[count] 3. an act of raving. 4. an enthusiastic review: The 
play won raves from the critics. —adj. [before a noun) 5. 
enthusiastic: rave reviews. 

raveel (rav/al) /'rævol/ v. [~ + obj], -eled, -eling or 
(esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. 1. to disentangle the threads 
or fibers of; unravel. 2. to make clear; unravel. 3. to en- 
tangle; enmesh; confuse. 

ra-ven (ra/van) /'reyvən/ n. [count] 1. a very large bird 
having shiny black feathers and coloring and a loud, 
harsh call. —adj. 2. shining black: raven hair. —ra/ven- 
like’, adj. 

rav-en-ous (rav’a nas) /'revonos/ adj. 1. extremely 
hungry; famished. 2. intensely eager: ravenous for affec- 
tion, —rav’en-ous-ly, adv. See -RAPE-. 

ra-vine (ra vén’) /ra'viyn/ n. [count] a narrow, steep- 
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sided valley usually created by the effects of running wa- 
ter off the soil over a long time. See -RAPE-. 

raveing (ra/ving) /'reyvin/ adj. 1. talking wildly; delirious: 
a raving maniac. 2. extraordinary in degree: a raving 
beauty. —adv. 3. completely: raving mad. —n. 4. Usually, 
ravings. [plural] talk that is wild or without reason: the 
ravings of a madman. 

ra-vi-oeli (rav’é O71@) /reeviy'owliy/ m. small, square 
pockets of pasta, filled with cheese, ground meat, etc.: 
[noncount; used with a singular verb): Ravioli is a nutri- 
tious dish. (plural; used with a plural verb]. There were 
only eight ravioli in the package. 

raveish (rav/ish) /revif/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to fill with 
strong emotion, esp. joy: an art exhibit that ravishes the 
eye. 2. to rape. —rav/ish-er, n. [count] —rav/ish- 
ment, n. [noncount] See -RAPE-. 

rav-isheing (rav/i shing) /'rævifiy/ adj. extremely beauti- 
ful or attractive: a ravishing blonde. 

raw (rô) /ro/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. uncooked: a raw 
carrot. 2. [before a noun] not processed, finished, 
treated, or refined: raw cotton. 3. [before a noun] not 
pasteurized: raw milk. 4. unnaturally or painfully open or 
exposed: raw wounds. 5. vulgar; crude: raw jokes. 6. in- 
experienced; untrained: a raw recruit. 7. [before a noun) 
brutal: a show of raw power. 8. harsh or unfair: We got a 
raw deal when we were fired. 9. cold and wet: a raw day. 
—Idiom. 10. in the raw, a. in the natural state: nature 
in the raw. b. nude; naked: sleeping in the raw. —raw/- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

raw-boned (rô/bōnd/) /'ro'bownd/ adj. having flesh or 
skin that seems to be stretched over a large-boned 
frame. 

raw-hide (rô/hid^) /'ro,hayd/ n. 1. [noncount] skin of 
cattle or other animals that has not been tanned or pre- 
pared. 2. [count] a rope or whip made of rawhide. 

ray! (ra) /rey/ n. [count] 1. a narrow beam of light. 2. a 
slight sign or indication: a ray of hope. 3. a. any of the 
lines or streams in which light appears to radiate from a 
bright body. b. a stream of particles all moving in the 
same Straight line, as x-rays. 

ray? (ra) /rey/ n. [count] a kind of fish having a flattened 
body and greatly enlarged front fins with the gills on the 
undersides. 

ray-on (ra/on) /‘reyon/ n. [noncount] 1. a smooth, silk- 
like material manufactured from cellulose, cotton, or 
wood chips. 2. a fabric or yarn made of rayon. 

raze or rase (raz) /reyz/ v. [~ + obj}, razed or rased, 
raz-ing or ras-ing. to level to the ground; tear down: 
razed the buildings. See -RASE-. 

raezor (ra/zar) /‘reyzar/ n. [count] a sharp-edged instru- 
ment used esp. for shaving the face or trimming hair. 
See -RASE-. 

razz (raz) /ræz/ v. {~ + obj) to make fun of; mock. 
raz/zle-daz/zle (raz’al) /rezol/ n. [noncount) 1. showy 
or fancy technique or effect, esp. such technique done to 
distract or confuse. —adj. 2. marked by razzle-dazzle: a 
razzle-dazzle performance. 

R.C., an abbreviation of: Roman Catholic Church. 

rcd., an abbreviation of: received. 

rcpt., an abbreviation of: receipt. 

rd, an abbreviation of: rod. 

Rd., an abbreviation of: Road. 

rd., an abbreviation of: 1. road. 2. round. 

R.D., an abbreviation of: rural delivery. 

re! (ra) /rey/ n. [count] the musical syllable used for the 
second tone in the ascending scale, after do. 

re? (rē, ra) /riy, rey/ prep. with reference to; regarding: 
Re your question, the answer ts as follows. 

’re (ar) /or/ contraction of are: They're leaving. 

re-, prefix. 1. re- comes from Latin, and is attached to 
roots and sometimes words to form verbs and nouns 
meaning or referring to action in a backward direction: 
re- + -cede- ~ recede (= fall back); re- + -vert- ~ re- 
vert (= turn back). 2. re- is also used to form verbs or 
nouns showing action in answer to or intended to undo 
or reverse a situation: rebel; remove; respond, restore; 
revoke. 3. re- is also used to form verbs or nouns show- 
ing action that is done over, often with the meaning that 
the outcome of the original action was in some way not 
enough or not long lasting, or that the performance of 
the new action brings back an earlier state of affairs: re- 
capture; reoccur; repossess, resole (= put another sole 
on a Shoe); retype. 

reach (réch) /riytJ/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to get to or as far as; 
arrive at: The boat reached the shore. 2. [~ + obj) to 
succeed in touching or seizing, as with an outstretched 
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hand or a pole: to reach a book on a high shelf. 3. [no 
obj] to make a movement or effort to touch or seize 
something: fo reach for a weapon. 4. to stretch or hold 
out; extend: [~ + out + obj]: reaching out a hand in 
greeting. [~ + obj + out]: She reached a hand out in 
greeting. 5. to stretch or extend so as to touch or meet: 
[~ + obj}: The bookcase reaches the ceiling. [no obj): 
Her dress reached to the floor. 6. {~ + obj] to establish 
communication with: / called but couldn't reach you. 7. 
[~ + obj] to amount to: The cost will reach millions. 8. 
to carry to; penetrate to: [~ + obj}: The loud bang 
reached our ears. [no obj): The sky stretched for miles 
ahead, as far as the eye could reach. 9. [~ + obj} to 
achieve, arrive at, or gain through effort: to reach an 
agreement. 10. [~ + obj} to make contact with: That 
one commercial could reach millions of Americans. 11. 
[~ + obj] to succeed in influencing, impressing, rousing, 
etc.: | pleaded with her, but 1 couldn't reach her. 12. [no 
obj} to say or agree without enough evidence: I'd be 
reaching if I claimed I really had an answer to your prob- 
lem. —n. 13. [count] an act or instance of reaching: He 
made a reach for the gun. 14. [noncount] the range of 
effective action, power, or capacity: /f you are within 
reach of my voice, please answer. 15. Usually, reaches. 
[plural] level, rank, or area: the upper reaches of the at- 
mosphere. 

react (rē akt/) /riy'ækt/ v. [no obj) 1. to respond to a 
stimulus: reacted to the dust by sneezing. 2. to act ina 
reverse direction or manner, esp. sO as to return to a 
condition that existed earlier in time. 3. to act in opposi- 
tion: taxpayers reacting against corruption with their 
votes. 4. to undergo a chemical change: The iodine and 
the unknown chemical reacted by giving off smoke. See 
-ACT-. 

reeac-tant (rë ak/tant) /riy'æktənt/ n. [count] a sub- 
stance that undergoes a chemical change in a given re- 
action. 

re-acetion (ré ak/shan) /riy'wkfon/ n. 1. [count] an ac- 
tion in a reverse direction or manner: For every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction. 2. [noncount] a 
tendency to return to an earlier political system or social 
order. 3. action in response to some influence, event, 
etc.: [noncount]: the nation’s reaction to the president's 
speech. [connt]: My reactions are mixed. 4. [count] a.a 
response by the body to an action or condition. b. a 
change in the body that shows sensitivity to foreign mat- 
ter: an allergic reaction to cat hair. 5. [count] the action 
of chemical agents upon each other. 

reeac-tion-arey (rë ak/sho ner/’é) /riy'wkfo'neriy/ adj., 
n., pl. -aries. —adj. 1. of, relating to, or calling for ex- 
treme political conservatism, or for a return to an earlier 
system or order. —n. [count] 2. a person who is reac- 
tionary. 

re-ac/tor (rē ak/tar) /riy'æktər/ n. [count] 1. one that 
reacts. 2. an apparatus in which a nuclear-fission chain 
reaction is sustained and controlled. 

read! (réd) /riyd/ v., read (red), read-ing (ré/ding) /'riy- 
din/ n. —v. 1. to look at so as to understand the mean- 
ing of (something written, printed, etc.): [~ + obj}: read- 
ing the newspaper; could read music. [no obj): When did 
she start reading? [~ + (that) clause]: | read that there 
was a big problem in your school. 2. to say aloud or in 
speech (something written, printed, etc.): [~ + obj + fo 
+ obj}: to read a story to a child. [~ + obj + obj): I 
read her a story. {~ + to + obj}: The instructor read 
aloud to the class. 3.[~ + obj} to recognize and under- 
stand the meaning of (gestures, symbols, signals, or 
other communication): fo read braille; to read lips. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to figure out the significance of, pattern behind, 
etc., by observing outward appearances: fo read the dark 
sky as the threat of a storm. 5.[~ + obj + into + obj) 
to infer or quess at (something not expressed) from what 
is read, considered, or observed: You're reading mean- 
ings into this incident that really aren't there. 6. [not: be 

~-ing] to give or have a certain form or wording: [~ + 

obj): For “one thousand” another version reads “ten 
thousand.” [no obj]: a mile that reads in two different 
ways. 7. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj) to register or indi- 
cate, as a thermometer: The ternperature reads a balmy 
seventy-two degrees. 8.[~ + obj) to learn by or as if by 
reading: to read a person's thoughts. 9. [~ + obj) to 
bring, put, etc., by reading: to read oneself to sleep. 10. 
[~ + obj] (in computers) to obtain (data or programs) 
from an outside disk or tape and place in a computer’s 
memory. 11. [~ + obj) Brit. to study (a subject), as at a 
university: reading history at Oxford. 12. [no obj) to be 
readable in a certain way: The essay reads well. 13. read 
up on, [~ + up + on + obj) to learn about by reading: / 
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read up on the subject. —n. [count] 14. an act or in- 
stance of reading. 15. something read: /fer new novel is 
a good read. —-Idiom. 16. read between the lines, 
[no obj] to understand more than is, directly stated. 17. 
read someone’s lips, [used as a command) said to 
stress that what follows should already be clear: Read my 
lips—I don't want the job. 
read? (red) /red/ adj. having knowledge gained by read- 
ing: a well-read person. 
read-a-ble (ré/da bal) /‘riydabal/ adj. 1. easy or inter- 
esting to read: a very readable book about a difficult 
topic. 2. of or relating to machines or a type of print that 
can be read by special scanning devices: /nachine- 
readable. —read-arbil-i-ty (ré/da bili tē) /,riyda'bilitiy/ 
n. (noncount) 
read-er (ré/dar) /'riydor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
reads (something) in a specified way: a fast reader. 2. a 
textbook for students learning to read: a first-grade 
reader. 3. a lecturer or instructor in some British institu- 
tions. 4. Computers. a device that reads data, programs, 
or other information into a computer for storage or use. 
read-er-ship (ré/dar ship’) /‘riydor,fip/ n. the people 
who read a publication: [count; usually singular]: The 
magazine has a readership of several hundred thousand. 
[noncount]: Readership has declined. 
readily (red/l @) /‘redliy/ adv. 1. promptly; quickly; 
easily: The information was readily available. 2. willingly: 
He readily agreed to help us out. 
read-ing (ré/ding) /riydin/ n. 1. [noncount] the action 
or practice of a person who reads. 2. [count] the inter- 
pretation given in the performance of a dramatic part, 
musical composition, etc. 3. [moncount] the extent to 
which a person has read; literary knowledge. 4. some- 
thing read or for reading: [noncount): light reading. 
[count]: The first reading for today’s ceremony is on page 
12. 5. [count] the form or version of a given passage in 
a particular text: the various readings of a line in Shake- 
speare. 6. [count] an instance or occasion in which a 
text, law, or work is read or recited in public: an official 
reading of the budget. 7. [count] an interpretation given 
to anything: What is your reading of the situation? 8. 
[count] the indication of an instrument or device that 
measures something: temperature readings on a ther- 
mometer, 
resad-just (ré/a just’) /riyə'd3ast/ v 1. to adapt, 
change, or adjust to a new situation or circumstance: [no 
obj): He has trouble readjusting to new situations. [~ + 
obj): to readjust yourself to new situations. 2. [~ + obj] 
to put into a proper position: to readjust the machine. 
—re/ad-just/ment, n. Lnoncount): enough time for read- 
justment. (count): a quick readjustment. See -Jus-. 
read-out or read-out (réd/out’) /'riydjawt/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the output of information from a computer in a 
form that can be read. 2. the information displayed on 
an instrument used for measuring. 
read-y (red/é) /'rediy/ adj., -iver, -ivest, v., readied, 
read-y-ing. —adj. 1. [be + ~] completely prepared or in 
fit condition for action or use: The car is ready for you to 
pick up from the repair shop. [~ + for]: The troops were 
ready for battle. [~ + to + verb): The team was ready to 
play its best game ever. 2. [be + ~ + to + verb] will- 
ing; not hesitating: He was always ready to criticize. 3. 
[before a noun] prompt or quick in seeing and under- 
standing, comprehending, speaking, action, performing, 
etc.: a ready reply; a ready wit. 4. [be + ~ + to + verb] 
in such a condition as to be likely to do something at any 
moment: a tree that was ready to fall. 5. [before a noun) 
immediately available for use: He had a reserve of ready 
money. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to make ready; prepare: The 
chef was readying dinner. —Idiom. 7. at the ready, 
ready for use: held their weapons at the ready. —readei- 
ly (red/| €) /‘redliy/ adv. —read/i-ness, n. [noncount) 
read’y-made/’, adj. made in advance for sale to any 
purchaser; not custom-made: a ready-made coat. 
reea-gent (rē a/jant) /riy'eyd3ənt/ n. [count] Chemistry. 
a substance that, because of the reactions it causes, is 
used in breaking down or building up substances. See 
-AG-. 
re.al (ré/al, rél) /‘riyol, riyl/ adj. 1. (before a noun) true; 
not just apparent or visible: / wanted to find out the real 
reason for his actions. 2. actual rather than imaginary, 
ideal, or pretended; actually having taken place or exist- 
ing: real events; a story taken from real life. 3. genuine; 
authentic: real pearls. 4. [before a noun) Informal. (used 
for emphasis) absolute; complete; utter: Shes a real 
brain. That's a real mess. 5. measured by purchasing 
power: real income. —adv. 6. Informal. very or ex- 
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tremely: You did a real nice job. —n. 7. [(noncount; the 
+ 7] reality in general: te real and the irnaginary. 
——Idiom. 8. for real, Informal. a. in reality; actually: /t’s 
for real; we actually won! b. genuine; sincere: Is your of- 
fer for real? —re/al-ness, n. [noncount] See -REAL-. 

-real-, root. -real- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “in fact; in reality.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: REAL, REALISTIC, REALITY, REALIZE, REALLY, RE- 
ALPOLITIK, SURREAL. 

re/al estate’, n. [noncount] 1. property, esp. in land. 
2. houses and the land on which they are built. 

realism (ré/a liz’am) /'riya,lizom/ n. [noncount] 1. in- 
terest in or concern for things that are actual or real, as 
distinguished from things that are abstract, that cannot 
be easily defined, that are thought about but not acted 
upon, etc. 2. [usually: Realism) a style of painting, sculp- 
ture, or literature in which figures and scenes of familiar 
parts of life are depicted or represented as they are or 
might be experienced in everyday life. —re/al-ist, n. 
[count] See -REAL-. 

re-aleis-tic (ré/a lis/tik) /iriyə'hstık/ adj. 1. interested in, 
concerned with, or based on what is real or practical: a 
realistic estimate of costs. 2. characterized by the repre- 
sentation in literature or art of things as they really are: a 
realistic novel. —re/al-is/ti-calely, adv. 

reevaleiety (rē al/i tē) /riy'wlitiy/ n., pi. -ties. 1. (non- 
count) the state or quality of being real. 2. [count] a real 
thing or fact: had to face some harsh realities about our- 
selves. 3. [noncount) real things, facts, or events thought 
of as a whole: reading fantasy books to escape from real- 
ity. —Idiom. 4. in reality, in fact or truth; actually. See 
-REAL-. 

reeal-ieza-tion (ré’a li z@’%shan) /,riyali'zeyfan/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act of becoming aware of something: Reali- 
zation came slowly to him. 2. the act or state of becom- 
ing real: te realization of his dreams. See -REAL-. 

realize (ré/a liz’) /‘riyo,layz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. to 
grasp with the mind, believe, or understand clearly: [~ + 
obj): At long last he realized the truth. (~ + clause]: 
Suddenly he realized what had happened. 2. [~ + obj) 
to make real; give reality to (a hope, fear, plan, etc.): He 
realized his dream and became a teacher. 3. {~ + obj] 
to obtain or gain for oneself by trade, labor, or invest- 
ment: We realized a net profit of over six hundred thou- 
sand dollars. —re/al-iz/a-ble, adj. See -REAL-. 

recalely (ré/a lē, rē/lē) /'riyaliy, ‘riyliy/ adv. 1. actually: 
sees things as they really are. 2. genuinely; truly: a really 
hot day. 3. indeed: Really, this is too much. —interj. 4. 
(used to express surprise, scolding, disapproval, etc.): 
Really, be serious! See -REAL-. 

realm (relm) /relm/ n. [count] 1. the area over which, or 
extent to which, a king or queen has authority. 2. any 
area of thought or activity: within the realm of possibility. 

re/al num/ber, n. [count] a rational number or the 
limit of a sequence of rational numbers. 

recal-posli-tik (rā al/po/li ték’, ré-) /rey'al,powlh,tiyk, 
riy-/ n. [noncount; often: Realpolitik) practical rather 
than theoretical politics. See -REAI.-, -POLIS-. 

re/al time’, n. [noncount] 1. the actual time during 
which a process or event occurs. —adj. 2. of or relating 
to computer applications or processes that can respond 
immediately to user input. 

Re-al-tor (ré/al tər, -tôr/, rél/-) /'riyoltor, -,tor, 'riyl-/ 
Trademark. [count] a person in the real-estate business 
who is a member of the National Association of Realtors. 

realty (rē/əl tē, rél/-) /‘riyaltiy, 'riyl-/ n. [noncount] 
real estate. See -REAL-. 

ream! (rēm) /riym/ n. [count] 1. a standard amount of 
paper in the U.S., usually amounting to about 500 
sheets. 2. Usually, reams. [plural a large quantity: wrote 
reains of poetry. 

ream? (rém) /riym/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to enlarge to desired 
size (a previously bored hole) by means of a special tool. 
2. to remove or press out with a special tool. 3. Slang. 
to scold sharply: [~ + obj + out): The boss rearned him 
out for his mistakes. [~ + out + obj): reaming out his 
employees. 

reap (rép) /riyp/ v. 1. to gather or take (a crop, harvest, 
etc.): [~ + obj]: to reap grain. [no obj): a tirne to reap 
and a time to sow. 2. [~ + obj] to get as a return or re- 
sult: The company reaped large profits in its first year. 

reapeer (ré/par) /riypor/ n. [count] 1. a machine for 
cutting standing grain. 2. a person who reaps. 

re-ap-pear (ré/a per’) /riya'piar/ v. [no obj) to appear 

again: The problems keep reappearing. —re’ap-pear’- 
ance, n. (count): many reappearances. [nonconunt]: Re- 
appearance of the symptoms is serious. 


reappraisal to recap 


re-ap-praiseal (ré/a pra/zal) /,riya'preyzol/ n. the act of 
appraising something again: [count]: a reappraisal of the 
treaty. (noncount): due for reappraisal. 

rear’ (rér) /rior/ n. 1. [noncount] the back of something, 
as distinguished from the front. 2. [noncount] the space 
or position at the back of something: Move to the rear of 
the bus. 3. [count] the buttocks; rump. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. relating to or located at the rear: a rear door. 
—JIdiom. 5. bring up the rear, to be at the end; follow 
behind. ——Syn. See Back. 

rear? (rér) /rior/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to take care of and sup- 
port (a young person) up to the age of maturity: fo reara 
child. 2. [~ + obj] to lift upward, esp. so as to hold up 
high: The snake reared its head. 3. [110 obj) to rise on 
the hind legs: The liorse reared (up) and threw off its 
rider. 4. {no obj] to rise high: The huge skyscrapers 
reared over nie. 

rear’ ad/miral, n. (count) a commissioned officer in 
the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard ranking above a captain. 

re-arm (ré/arn’) /,riy'arm/ v. to provide with weapons 
again; to provide with new weapons: [no obj}: to rearm 
as protection against invaders. (~ + obj): rearnied the 
troops. —re-aremasment (ré ar/ma ment) /riy'armə- 
mont/ n. (noncount]) 

rear-most (rér/most’) /‘riar,mowst/ adj. farthest in the 
rear; last. 

rearrange (ré’a_ranj’) /,riya'reynd3/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ranged, -rang-ing. to put into a different arrangement 
or order. —re’ar-range’ment, si. [count; noncount) 

rear-ward (rér’ward) /'riorword/ adv. 1. Also, rear/- 
wards. toward or in the rear. —adj. [before a noun) 2. 
located in or toward the rear. 3. directed toward the rear. 

rea-son (ré/zan) /'riyzən/ n. 1. [count] a basis or cause, 
as for some belief, action, fact, or event: a good reason 
for declaring war. 2. [count] a statement presented in ex- 
plaining a belief or action. 3. [moncount]) the mental 
powers concerned with forming conclusions and judg- 
ments: Aninials do not possess reason. 4. {noncount) 
sound judgment; good sense: won't listen to reason. —v. 
5. to think or argue in a logical manner: [no obj): Ani- 
mals cannot reason. (~ + obj]: didn't reason things out. 
6. [~ + (that) clause] to form conclusions or judgments 
from facts: / reasoned that he must have fallen and hit 
his head. —Idiom. 7. by reason of, on account of; be- 
cause of. 8. in or within reason, within reasonable 
limits: We'll pay if the cost is within reason. 9. with rea- 
son, with ample justification: She doesn't like me, and 
with reason, —rea/son-er, 1. [count] 

rea-son-aeble (ré’za_ nə bəl, rēz/nə-) /'riyzənəbəl, 
'riyznə-/ adj. 1. agreeable to or in agreement with rea- 
son; logical: a reasonable conclusion from the facts. 2. 
not exceeding the limits of reason; not too high or too 
much; fair: a reasonable price for the new car. 3. capa- 
ble of rational behavior, decision, etc. —rea/’sonea-ble- 
ness, n. [noncourt) 

rea-son-ab-ly (ré’za na blē, réz/ne-) /'riyzənəbliy, 
'riyzno-/ adv. 1. sensibly; with fairness: No one could 
reasonably expect hiin to agree. 2. somewhat; rather: 
The house is in reasonably good shape. 

reasoned (ré/zand) /'riyzond/ adj. carefully thought 
out: a reasoned argument. 

rea-son-ing (rē/zə ning) /‘riyzontn/ n. [noncount] the 
process of using reason in making a judgment or arriving 
at a conclusion. 

re-as-sureance (ré/a shddr’ans, -shůr/-) /,riyo'furons, 
-'far-/ n. 1. {noncount] the act of reassuring. 2. [court] 
something done or said to reassure or restore confi- 
dence. See -cuRA-. 

reassure (rē/a shdor’, -shůr/) /riyo'fur, -'fsr/ v., 
-sured, -sur-ing. to restore to assurance or confidence; 
give a feeling of confidence to: [~ + obj]: Good teachers 
reassure their students. [~ + obj + (that) Clause): reas- 
sured mie that | passed the test. —re/as-sur/ingsly, adv. 
See -CURA-. 

re-bate (ré/bat) /'riybeyt/ n. [count] a return of part of 
the original payment for something bought or for some 
service: a $500 cash rebate on the new car. See -BAT-. 
reb-el (1., adj. reb/al; v. ri bel’) / n., adj. 'rebol; v. ri'bel/ 
n., adj., v., -belled, -bel-ling. —r. [count] 1. a person 
who refuses to obey, resists, or rises in arms against a 
government or ruler. 2. a person who resists any author- 
ity, control, or tradition. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of or 
relating to rebels: rebet troops. —v. [rio obj) reebel 4. to 
act as a rebel: The people rebelled against the govern- 
ment, 5. to show strong opposition: Some children rebel 
to test their parerits’ patience. 

re-bel+lion (ri bel’yan) /ri'belyon/ n. 1. open, organized, 
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and armed resistance to a government or ruler: [non- 
count): rebellion against the king. [count]: A rebellion 
broke out. 2. resistance to or defiance of any authority, 
control, or tradition: [noncount]: signs of rebellion in the 
classroom. (count): small rebellions by the voters. 


re-bel-lious (ri bel/yas) /ri'belyas/ adj. going against or 


resisting some established authority, government, or tra- 
dition: rebellious troops. —re-bel/lious:ly, adv. —re- 
bel/lious-ness, n. [noncoutit) 

reebirth (rē barth’, rē/bůrth/) /riy'b3r8, 'riy,bsr6/ n. 
[count; usually singular] a renewed existence, activity, or 
growth; improvement; revival; renaissance: a rebirth of 
an industry. 

reeborn (rē born’) /riy'born/ adj. (usually: be + ~] given 
renewed existence, activity, or growth; improved: Their 
spirits were reborn and they felt inmediately stronger. 

rebound (v. ri bound’, ré/bound’; n. ré/bound’, ri- 
bound’) / v. ri'tbawnd, '‘riy'bawnd; n. 'riy,bawnd, 
ri'bawnd/ v. [no obj] 1. to bounce or spring back from 
the force of hitting something: Tle ball rebounded off 
the wall. 2. to recover, as from ill health or discourage- 
ment. 3. to have a bad effect on someone, as if spring- 
ing back: His treachery rebounded on him when they dis- 
covered his lies. —n. [count] 4. the act of rebounding; 
recoil. —-Idiom. 5. on the rebound, a. (of a bounced 
ball) while still in the air: He caught the ball on the re- 
bound. b. in an attempt to replace a recently lost rela- 
tionship, esp. a romance. 

re-buff (n. ri buf”, ré/buf; v. ri buf) / n. ri'baf, 'riybaf; 
v. n'baf/ n. [count] 1. a blunt, sudden or quick rejection 
or refusal, as of a person making a request. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to give a rebuff to; check; repel. 

re-build (rë bild’) /riy'bild/ v. [~ + obj], -built, -build- 
ing. 1. to build again: to rebuild the damaged city. 2. to 
develop or improve: The president rebuilt his campaign 
Staff. 

re-buke (ri byook’) /ri'byuwk/ v., -buked, -buk:-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to express sharp, stern disapproval of; 
scold; reprimand: The teacher rebuked the disobedient 
students. —n. [count] 2. a sharp remark that indicates 
disapproval; a scolding; a reprimand: offering a sharp re- 
buke to his comments. —re-buk/ing:ly, adv. 

re-bus (ré/bas) /'riybas/ n. [count], pl. -bus-es. a repre- 
sentation of a word or phrase by pictures, symbols, etc., 
that suggest that word or phrase or its syllables: Two 
gates and a head is a rebus for Gateshead. 

re-but (ri but’) /ri'bat/ v. [~ + obj], -but-ted, -but-ting. 
to provide some evidence or an argument that opposes 
another argument or statement or shows that it is not 
correct or not to be believed. 

re-but-tal (ri but/l) /ri'batl/ n. [count] a statement that 
rebuts. 

re-cal-ci-trant (ri kal/si trant) /ri’kwlsitront/ adj. 1. re- 
sisting or fighting against authority or control; not obedi- 
ent or cooperative: The recalcitrant prisoner had to be 
dragged back to his cell. 2. hard to deal with, manage, 
or Operate: a recalcitrant machine. —re-cal’ci-trance, 
n. [noncoung 

re-call (v. ri KOI’; n. ri KOI”, rē/kôl for 3, 4 reé/kOl for 5, 
6) / v. rikol; n. ri'kol, 'riykol for 3, 4 ‘riykol for 5, 6/ v. 
1. to bring back from memory; remember: [no obj): said 
she couldn't recall. {~ + obj): | can recall every word of 
our conversation. [~ + that clause]: | recalled that she 
was out visiting. 2. {~ + obj] to call or order back to a 
place of origin: The car was recalled because of faulty 
brakes. —n. 3. [count] an act of recalling. 4. [noncoundg 
recollection; remembrance; ability to remember: has re- 
call of every detail 5. [noncount] the removal or the 
right of removal of a public official from office by a vote 
of the people. 6. [count] a summons by a manufacturer 
for the return of a product, as from a consumer, because 
of its having a known defect. 

re-cant (ri kant’) /ri'keent/ v. to withdraw, take back, or 
disavow (a statement, opinion, etc.), esp. formally; re- 
tract: (~ + obj]: He recanted his testimony. {no obj]: 
must recant and promise to reform theniselves. 

re-cap' (v. ré/kap’, rē kap’; n. ré/kap’) / v. 'riy,kæp, 
riy'kæp; n. 'riy,kæp/ v., -capped, -cap-ping, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to repair (a worn automobile tire) by cementing 
on a strip of prepared rubber. —n. [count] 2. a tire re- 
paired this way. 

recap? (ré/kap’) /lriy,kæp/ n., v., -capped, -cap-ping. 
=r. [count] 1. an act of telling again, esp. in a shortened 
form; a recapitulation: a recap of top stories in the news. 
—v. 2. to tell again, esp. in a summary or shortened 
form; recapitulate: [~ + obj]: recapped the top news sto- 
ries. [no obj}: To recap, snow is expected. 
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re-ca-pit-urlate (ré’ka pich/a lat’) /riyka'pitfa,leyt/ v., 
-lated, -lat-ing. to review or tell again, by a brief sum- 
mary, as at the end of a speech or discussion; sumima- 
rize: [~ + obj]: He recapitulated his arguments. [no obj): 
To recapitulate, the plan is accepted. —re-ca-pit-ucla- 
tion (re’ka pich’a la’shan) /riyko,pitfa'leyfan/ n. non- 
count): The paper needs less recapitulation. [count]: an- 
other recapitulation. 

re-cap-ture (rē kap/char) /riy'kivptfor/ v., -tured, -ture 
ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to capture again. 2. to recollect 
or experience again: to recapture those happy moments 
of youth. —n. (count; usually singular] 3. recovery by 
capture. See -cep-. 

re-cast (v, re kast? n, ré/kast’) / v, riy'kæst n. 
'riy,kæst/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to change, as by rearranging 
or reorganizing: recast the novel as a movie. 2. to substi- 
tute other actors in (a play or in parts of a play). —n. 
[count] 3. an act of recasting. 

recd. or rec'd., an abbreviation of: received. 

re-cede (ri séd/) /ri'siyd/ v. [no obj], -ced-ed, -ced-ing. 
1. to go back to a more distant point; retreat; withdraw: 
The floodwaters finally receded. 2. to become or seem to 
become more distant: The painful memory began to re- 
cede. 3. to slope backward: a chin that recedes. See 
-CEDE-. 

re-ceipt (ri sét’) /ri'siyt/ n. 1. [count] a note that states 
that someone has received money or goods: /‘ll need a 
receipt for the car you sold us. 2. receipts, [plural 
money, goods, etc., received; the amount or quantity re- 
ceived: the huge receipts from a rock concert. 3. [non- 
count) the act of receiving or the state of being received: 
waiting for receipt of further information. 4. [count] REC- 
IPE. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to state in writing that one has re- 
ceived payment of (a bill, a note, etc.): to receipt the bill 
of sale. 6. to give a receipt for (money, goods, etc.). See 
-CEIVE-. 

re-ceiv-a-ble (ri sē/və bal) /ri'siyvabal/ adj. 1. awaiting 
or requiring payment. 2. capable of being received. —n. 
3. receivables, [plural] business assets in the form of 
money owed by customers, clients, etc. See -celve-. 

re-ceive (ri sév’) /ri'siyv/ v. [~ + obj], -ceived, -ceiv- 
ing. 1. to get or have delivered to one: to receive a let- 
ter. 2. to obtain or take into one’s possession (something 
offered or delivered): fo receive gifts. 3. to become bur- 
dened with; to sustain or come to; suffer from: to receive 
a heavy load. 4. to take in, as something that fits or is 
absorbed: The socket receives the plug. 5. to take into 
the mind; apprehend mentally: to receive an idea. 6. to 
meet with; experience: That baby receives a lot of atten- 
tion. 7. to admit (a person) to a place, into an organiza- 
tion or membership, etc.: He was received into the 
priesthood. 8. to be at home to, or welcome or greet 
(visitors). See -CEIvE-. 

re-ceiv-er (ri sé/var) /ri'siyvor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that receives. 2. a device or apparatus, as an ear- 
phone, radio, or television set, that receives electrical sig- 
nals, waves, or the like and makes them into images or 
sounds that can be understood. 3. a person appointed 
by a court to manage the affairs of a bankrupt business 
or person. 4. Football. a player on the offensive team 
who catches or is eligible to catch a forward pass. See 
-CEIVE-. 

re-ceiv-er-ship (ri s¢/var ship’) /ri'siyvor,fip/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the condition of being in the hands of a re- 
ceiver. 2. the position or function of being a receiver in 
charge of administering the property of others. 

re-cent (ré/sant) /'riysənt/ adj. occurring, appearing, or 
Starting a short while ago: Recent events suggest that 
peace is at hand. 

re-cent-ly (ré/sant lē) /‘riysontliy/ adv. happening or 
done a short while ago: We recently returned home. 

re-cep-ta-cle (ri sep’ta kal) /ri'septakal/ n. [count] 1. a 
container, device, etc., that receives or holds something: 
Please dispose of your trash in the receptacles by your 
tables. 2. a contact device installed at an electrical outlet, 
and equipped with one or more sockets: a wall recepta- 
cle. See -cepP-. 

re-cep-tion (ri sep’shan) /ri'sepfan/ n. 1. [count] the 
act of receiving or the state of being received. 2. [count] 
a manner of being received: The book met with a favora- 
ble reception. 3. [count] a function, party, or occasion 
when persons are formally received: a wedding recep- 
tion. 4. [noncount] the measure of the quality obtained 
in receiving radio or television broadcasts: poor TV re- 
ception. See -cep-. 

re-cep-tion-ist (ri sep’sha nist) /ri'sepfonist/ n. [count] 
a person whose job is to receive and assist callers, cli- 
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ents, etc., as in an office. See -cer-. See illustration at 
HOSPITAL. 

re-cep-tive (ri sep/tiv) /ri'septiv/ adj. willing to receive, 
as new or different suggestions, offers, or ideas. —re- 
cep/tive-ly, adv. —re-cep/tive-ness, n. (nonconmnt] 
—re-cep-tiv-i-ty (ré/sep tiv/i tē) /,riysep'tivitiy/ n. [non- 
count] See -cep-. 

re-cess (ri ses’, re/ses) /ri'ses, ‘riyses/ n. [count] 1. a 
temporary withdrawal from or stopping of the usual work 
or activity; a break. 2. a period of such withdrawal: a five- 
minute recess. 3. a part built back or in from the rest, as 
an alcove in a room. 4. recesses, [plural] a hidden or 
inner area or part: in the recesses of the palace. —v. 5. 
[~ + obj] to place or set in a recess. 6. to suspend or 
leave for later for a recess: [~ + obj]: to recess the Sen- 
ate. [no obj): The meeting recessed for lunch. See 
-CESS-. 

re-ces-sion (ri sesh/an) /ri'sefon/ n. 1. a period of eco- 
nomic decline when production, employment, and earn- 
ings fall below normal levels or lag behind normal 
growth: [count]: The country was in a recession. [non- 
count): fighting recession. 2. [noncount] the act of re- 
ceding or withdrawing: the recession of the floodwaters. 
3. [count] a withdrawing procession, as at the end of a 
religious service. —re-ces/sion-ar’y, adj. See -cEss-. 

re-ces-sion-al (ri sesh/a nl) /ri'sefonl/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to the departure, or to a recession, of the clergy 
and others at the end of a religious service. —n. [count] 
2. a piece of music played at the end of a church service 
or other gathering. See -cess-. 

re-ces-sive (ri ses/iv) /ri'sesiv/ adj. 1. tending to re- 
cede. 2. of or relating to one of a pair of hereditary traits 
that is masked by the other when both are present in an 
organism. See -cEss-. 

re-cher-ché (ra shar/sha, rə shar sha’) /ro'fearfey, rof- 
tor'fey/ adj. elegant; exotic. 

re-cid-i-vism (ri sida viz/em) /ri'sido,vizam/ n. [non- 
count] repeated falling back into bad habits. See -cipe-. 

re-cid-i-vist (ri sid’a vist) /ri'sidovist/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who relapses, esp. one who commits crimes time 
after time. —adj. 2. of or relating to such a person. See 
-CIDE-. 

rec-i-pe (res’a pē) /‘resapiy/ n. [count], pl. -pes. 1. a set 
of instructions for making or preparing something, esp. a 
food dish. 2. a method to achieve a desired end: a rec- 
ipe for happiness. See -cep-. 

re-cip-i-ent (ri sip/ē ant) /ri'sipiyont/ n. [count] one 
that receives; receiver. See -ceP-. 

re-cip-ro-cal (ri sip’ra kal) /ri'siprokal/ adj. 1. given or 
felt by each toward the other; mutual: reciprocal respect. 
2. given, performed, felt, etc., in return: reciprocal aid. 3. 
corresponding; matching; equivalent: reciprocal privi- 
leges at other clubs. 4. (of a pronoun or verb) expressing 
mutual relationship or action, as the pronouns each 
other and one another. —n. [count] 5. one that is recip- 
rocal to another. See -cep-. 

re-cip-ro-cate (ri sip’ra kat’) /ri'sipra,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. to give, feel, etc., in return: [no obj]: They gave 
us a gift so we reciprocated. [~ + obj]: to reciprocate 
favors. re-cip-ro-ca-tion (ri sip/ra ka/shen) 
/risipra'keyfan/ n. (noncount) 

rec-isprocei-ty (res’a pros/i tē) /,reso'prositiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a reciprocal state or relation; mutual exchange. 
2. the policy in commercial dealings between countries 
by which corresponding advantages are granted by each 
country to the citizens of the other. See -cep-. 

re-citeal (ri sit/l) /ri'saytl/ n. [count] 1. a musical or 
dance entertainment given by one or more performers. 
2. an act or instance of reciting, esp. from memory. 3. a 
detailed statement: a long recital of grievances. —re» 
cit/al-ist, n. [count] 

rec-i-ta-tion (res/i tā/shən) /,resi'teyfan/ n. 1. an act of 
reciting or of saying something out loud, esp. at a formal 
public gathering: [noncount]: is good at recitation. 
[count]: poetry recitations. 2. [count] oral response by a 
pupil or pupils to a teacher on a prepared lesson. 

re-cite (ri sit’) /ri'sayt/ v., -cit-ed, -cit-ing. 1. to repeat 
the words of, sometimes from memory, esp. in a formal 
manner or in a Classroom setting: [~ + obj]: to recite 
the Gettysburg Address. [no obj]: She stood up and be- 
gan to recite. 2. [~ + obj] to tell about; describe; pro- 
vide details of: He then recited a long list of complaints. 

reck-less (rek/lis) /‘reklis/ adj. 1. completely uncon- 
cerned about the comsequences or results of one’s 
actions; rash; careless: reckless drivers. 2. characterized 
by or proceeding from such carelessness: reckless 
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spending. —reck/lessely, adv.: 
—reck/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

reck-on (rekan) /'rekon/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to count, com- 
pute, or calculate: to reckon profits. 2. to consider 
(someone or something) as; look upon (someone or 
something) as: [~ + obj (+ as) + obj): reckoned her 
(as) an outstanding expert. [~ + obj + among + obj): 
She is reckoned among the most important experts of 
that field. 3. Chiefly Midland and Southern U.S. to think 
or suppose: [~ + (that) clause]: I reckon (that) she'll be 
here soon. [no obj): Will she come to the party? | reckon 
so. 4. to count, depend, or rely; expect: [~ + on + obj): 
The general didn't reckon on a surprise attack. [~ + to 
+ verb]: The company reckons to sell over a million 
cars. 5. reckon with, [~ + with + obj] a. to consider or 
anticipate: He hadn't reckoned with bad weather. b. to 
deal with: She has to reckon with this kind of complaint 
all day long. c. to consider seriously: a sales force to be 
reckoned with. 

reck-oneing (rek’a ning) /'rekonin/ n. [noncount) 1. 
count; the way one figures something; computation; cal- 
culation: By her reckoning we still owe money. 2. the 
settlement of accounts, as between two companies. 3. 
judgment: a day of reckoning. 

reclaim (ri klam/) /n'kleym/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to bring 
(uncultivated areas of land or wasteland) into a condition 
for farming, growing things, or for other use. 2. to re- 
cover (substances) in a pure form or in a form that can 
be used, from waste material or from articles that have 
been thrown away: to reclaim the copper from those 
wires. See -CLAIM-. 

rec-lasma-tion (rekla ma/shan) /,reklo'meyfon/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the act of reclaiming or recovering sub- 
stances from waste materials or articles that have been 
thrown away. 2. the act of bringing back land into a con- 
dition for farming, growing things, or other uses. See 
-CLAIM-. 

re-cline (ri klin’) /ri'klayn/ v., -clined, -clin-ing. to 
(cause to) lean back or lie; to (cause to) be moved into a 
position that is flat or nearly flat: [no obj): reclined on the 
sofa. [~ + obj): to recline a car seat. 

re-clin-er (ri kli/nər) /ri'klaynar/ n. [count] 1. a person 
or thing that reclines. 2. Also called rectlin/ing chair’. 
an easy chair with a back and footrest that adjust up or 
down. 

rec-luse (n. rek/laos, ri klõos/; adj. ri kKld0s’, rek/Id0s) / 
n. 'rekluws, ri'kluws; adj. ri'kluws, 'rekluws/ n. (count) 
1. a person who deliberately lives apart from society. 
—adj. re-cluse. 2. shut off or apart from the world. —re- 
cluesive (ri kKl6d/siv) /ri'kluwsiv/ adj. 

rec-ogeni-tion (rek’ag nish’an) /rekag'nifan/ n. [non- 
count] 1. an act of recognizing or the state of being rec- 
ognized. 2. identification of a person or thing as having 
previously been seen, heard, known, etc.: He looked at 
her with a growing sense of recognition. 3. perception or 
understanding of something as existing, true, or valid: 
recognition that students need encouragement. 4. the 
acknowledgment of achievement, service, merit, ability, 
status, etc. 5. an official act by which one state acknowl- 
edges the existence of another state or of a new govern- 
ment. See -GNOS-. 

rec-og-nize (rek/ag niz’) /‘rekog,nayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nized, -niz-ing. 1. to identify as something or someone 
previously seen, known, etc.: / recognized my old car. 2. 
to identify from knowledge of appearance or characteris- 
tics: to recognize a swindler. 3. to perceive or accept as 
existing, true, or valid: She was able to recognize the 
problem. 4. to grant official permission to speak: The 
chair recognizes the new delegate. 5. to accept formally 
as something entitled to treatment as a political unit: The 
UN formally recognized the territory. 6. to show apprecia- 
tion of: Today we recognize your great achievements. 
—rec-og-niz-a-ble (rek/ag ni’za bal) /,rekag'nayzobal/ 
adj. See -GNOS-. 

re-coil (v. ri koil; n. ré/koil’, ri koil7) / v. ri'koyl; n. 
‘riy,koyl, ri'koyl/ v. [no obj] 1. to jump or shrink back 
suddenly, as in alarm, horror, or disgust. 2. to spring or 
fly back because of force of impact or because of a 
shooting of a bullet: The rifle recoiled. —n. 3. the act or 
an instance of recoiling: [noncount): very little recoil with 
this gun. [count]: a sinall recoil. 

rec-ol-lect (reka lekt’) /,reka'lekt/ v. (not: be + ~-ing] 
to remember; recall: [~ + obj]: Can you recollect the 
password? [~ + clause}: After that I don't recollect what 
happened. (no obj): Sorry, | simply can't recollect. See 
-LEC-. 
rec-ol-lec-tion 


drove recklessly. 


(rek/a lek/shan) /,reko'lekfon/ m. 1. 
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[noncount] the act or power of recollecting or remember- 
ing or recalling to mind: a sudden flash of recollection. 
2. [count] something remembered; a memory: He wrote 
down his recollections of the war. See -LEC-. 

rec-om-emend (rek’a mend’) /,reka'mend/ v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to present (someone or something) as worthy of 
confidence, acceptance, or use, as by making a favorable 
judgment of; commend. 2. to urge or suggest as proper, 
useful, or beneficial: [~ + obj]: to recommend a special 
diet. [~ + verb-ing]: | recommend seeing a doctor im- 
mediately. [~ + (that) clause]: | recommend that you 
take her to the doctor at once. 3. [~ + obj) to make de- 
sirable or attractive: The plan has little to recommend it. 
—rec’om-mend/a-ble, adj. See -MAND-. 

rec-om-men-dastion (reka men da/shan) /,rekom- 
en'deyfan/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of recommending; 
advice. 2. [noncount] the act of presenting someone or 
something as favorable, suitable, qualified, or the like, 
esp. for a job: a letter of recommendation. 3. [count] a 
letter presenting someone as favorable, suitable, quali- 
fied, or the like, esp. for a job. See -MAND-. 

rec-om-pense (rek’am pens’) /'rekom,pens/ v., -pen- 
sed, -pens-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to give something to 
as payment for work done, injury suffered, or favors re- 
ceived. —n. [noncount] 2. a repayment or reward, as for 
services, gifts, or favors. 3. something offered to pay for 
an injury caused; reparation: not enough money in rec- 
ompense for the damages. See -PEND-. 

rec-on-cile (rek/an sil’) /'rekan,sayl/ v., -ciled, -cil-ing. 
1.[~ + obj + to + obj) to cause (a person) to accept or 
be resigned to something not desired: He was reconciled 
to his fate. 2. to (cause to) become friendly or peaceable 
again, as by settling a quarrel: [~ + obj): to reconcile 
hostile persons. [no obj]: The husband and wife recon- 
ciled last week. 3. [~ + obj] to compose or settle (a 
quarrel, dispute, etc.): They have reconciled their differ- 
ences. 4. [~ + obj] to bring into agreement: reconciled 
financial accounts. —rec/on-cil’aeble, adj. 

rec-on-cil-iea-tion (rekan sie āshən) —s/re- 
kon,siliy'eyfan/ n. 1. the act of two or more people rec- 
onciling: [moncount): Reconciliation was still possible. 
[count]: a trial reconciliation. 2. [noncount] the act of 
bringing two different things into agreement: reconcilia- 
tion of accounts. 

rec-on-dite (rek/an dit’, ri kon/dit) /'rekon,dayt, 
ri'kondayt/ adj. relating to or dealing with very deep, dif- 
ficult, obscure, or abstract subject matter: a recondite 
treatise. 

re-conedi-tion (ré/kan di’shan) /,riykon'difan/ v. [~ + 
obj) to restore or bring back to satisfactory condition: re- 
conditioned the car. 

re-con-nais-sance (ri kon’a sans, -zans) /ri'konasoans, 
-zons/ n. the act of reconnoitering; a survey or examina- 
tion of an area: [noncount): reconnaissance with tele- 
scopic cameras. (count): ordered a reconnaissance. See 
-GNOS-. 

re-con-noi-ter (ré’ka noi/tar, rek/a-) /,riykoa'noytor, 
ireka-/ v. to inspect, observe, Or survey (an enemy posi- 
tion, strength, etc.) in order to gain information for mili- 
tary purposes: [~ + obj]: reconnoitered the enemy posi- 
tions. [no obj): was ordered to reconnoiter. See -GNos-. 

re-con-sid-er (ré/kan sid/ar) /,riykan'sidar/ v. to con- 
sider again, esp. with a view to a change of decision: [~ 
+ obj): to reconsider a refusal. [no obj): She said that 
she wouldn't reconsider. —re-con-sid-er-a-tion (rée/kan- 
sid’a ra’shan) /,riykon,sida'reyfan/ n. (noncount) 

re-con-sti-tute (ré kon/sti tool’, -tydot’) 
/riy'konsti,tuwt, -,tyuwt/ v. [~ + obj], -tut-ed, -tut-ing. 
1. to put together again: fo reconstitute the committee 
under a new name. 2. to return (food that has had the 
water removed or has been concentrated) to the liquid 
state by adding water. See -stit-. 

re-con-struct (ré/kan strukt’) /,riykon'strakt/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to construct again; rebuild; make over: fo recon- 
struct the battle-torn country. 2. to re-create in the mind 
from available information: to reconstruct the events of 
the murder. —re/conestruc/tion, n. [count]: a recon- 
struction of the events leading up to the accident. [non- 
count): the money necessary for reconstruction of the 
country's infrastructure. See -STRU-. 

re-cord (v. ri kOrd’; n., adj. rek/ard) / v. ri'kord; n., adj. 
'rekord/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to set down in writing or the 
like, such as for the purpose of preserving evidence: re- 
corded the dates of battles. 2. [~ + obj] to cause to be 
set down, stated, or indicated: His no vote was recorded. 
3. [~ + obj] to serve to tell of: The instruments recorded 
the earthquake. 4. to use a special machine to preserve 
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or keep sounds, images, or other signals by copying 
them electronically so that they can be played again or 
reproduced by a phonograph, videocassette recorder, 
etc.: [~ + obj]: recorded several of his songs; The com- 
puter records your keystrokes. [no obj): This video cam- 
era can record and play back. —n. [count] rec-ord 5. an 
account in writing or the like that preserves or keeps the 
memory or knowledge of certain facts or events. 6. a re- 
port, list, or collection of known facts about someone's 
past actions or achievements: Her school records are in 
the registrar's office. 7. a legally documented list or offi- 
cial file of someone's criminal activity. 8. the standing of 
a team or individual with respect to contests won, lost, 
and tied: The team's record is five wins and three losses. 
9. the highest or best rate, amount, etc., ever achieved, 
esp. in sports: He broke the old speed records. 10. 
something on which sound or images have been elec- 
tronically recorded for playing back at a later time, esp. a 
grooved disk that is played on a phonograph, or an opti- 
cal disc for recording sound or images; a recording. 
—adj. [before a noun) rec-ord 11. making a record: a 
record coinpany. 12. superior to all others: a record year 
for sales. —-Idiom. 13. for the record, meant for pub- 
lication: remarks made for the record. 14. off the re- 
cord, not for publication; unofficial. 15. on record, a. 
existing as a matter of public knowledge; known: Your 
accomplishments are on record. b. existing in a publica- 
tion, document, file, etc.: Keeping information on record 
about his enemies. c. having stated one’s opinion or po- 
sition publicly: He is on record as supporting the tax cut. 
d. ever recorded: /t was the hottest summer on record. 
—re-cord’a-ble, adj. See -coro-. 

re-cord-er (ri k6r/dar) /ri'kordor/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who records, esp. as an official duty. 2. a device or appa- 
ratus for recording sound, images, data, or information: 
a tape recorder. 3. a flute with a mouthpiece like a whis- 
tle. See -coro-. 

re-cord:-ing (ri k6r/ding) /ri'kordin/ n. [count] 1. the act 
or practice of putting down in writing, taping, or other- 
wise making a record of something. 2. sound recorded 
on a disk or tape. 3. a disk or tape on which something 
is recorded. 

rec/ord play/’er, 1. PHONOGRAPH. 

re-count (v. rē kount/; n. ré/kount’, rē kount’) / v. 
riy'kawnt; n. 'riy,kawnt, riy'kawnt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
count again: re-couuting votes. —n. [count] 2. a second 
or additional count: dernanded a re-count of the votes. 

re-count (ri kount?) /ri‘kawnt/ v. [~ + obj] to relate or 
narrate; tell in detail: He recounted his adventures for us. 

recoup (ri Koop’) /ri'kuwp/ v. [~ + obj) to get back 
what one has lost or spent; regain or recover: fo recoup 
one’s losses. 

recourse (ré/kors, -kOrs, ri kOrs’, -kOrs’) /'riykors, 
-kowrs, ri'kors, -'kowrs/ n. [noncount] the act of going 
to a person or thing for help, assistance, protection, or 
the like: Without recourse to a map, how will you know 
where you are? See -courR-. 

re-coveer (rē kuv/ar) /riy'kavor/ v. [~ + obj) to cover 
again: That chair needs to be re-covered. 

re-cov-er (ri kuv/ar) /ri'kavər/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to get 
back or regain (something lost or taken away): / recov- 
ered iny voice after a week of laryngitis. The insurance 
company helped us recover our losses. 2. to regain 
one’s strength, composure, balance, or the like: [no obj}: 
recovering from a bad cold. [~ + oneself]: He recovered 
himself after a memory lapse. 3. [~ + obj] to regain or 
extract (a substance) in a form that can be used; reclaim: 
The recycling plant recovers metal and aluminum from 
the trash. —re-cov/er-a-ble, adj. —re-cov/erry, n., pl. 
er-eies. [noncount): The chances of recovery are slim. 
[count]: made a remarkable recovery. 

re-cre-ate (ré/kré at’) /,riykriy'cyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, 
-at-ing. to create again or as new: /n his mind he re- 
created the scene of the accident. 

rec-re-a-tion (rek/ré a/’shan) /,rekriy'eyfan/ n. refresh- 
ment by means of a pastime, agreeable exercise, or the 
like, as a way of relaxing: [7oncount): a means of recrea- 
tion. [count]: recreations such as sports and reading. 
—rec/re-a/tion-al, adj. 

re-crimeiena-tion (ri krim/’a nā/shən) /ri,krima'neyfon/ 
n. accusing another of bad conduct or of other charges: 
[count]: bitter recriminations. [noncount): arguments full 
of recrimination. 

re-cruit (ri krdot’) /ri'kruwt/ n. [count] 1. a newly en- 
listed or drafted member of the armed forces. 2. a new 
member of a group, organization, company, or the like. 
—v. 3. to enlist (a person) for service in the military: [~ 


recorder to red carpet 


+ obj): to recruit people for a career in the army. (no 
Obj): He recruited for the Army. 4. [~ + obj] to raise (a 
force) by enlistment: fo recruit an army. 5. to seek to 
hire, enroll, or enlist (a person) in a group, company, or 
organization: [~ + obj]: to recruit new employees. [no 
obj): were recruiting for an important executive position. 
6. [~ + obj] to seek or enlist (a person) for some activity 
or task: to recruit volunteers to wash the windows. —re- 
cruit/er, n. [cout] —re-cruit’ment, n. (noncount) 

-rect-, rool. -rect- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “guide; rule; right; straight.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: CORRECT, DIRECT, ERECT, INDIRECT, 
INSURRECTION, MISDIRECT, RECTANGLE, RECTIFY, RECTITUDE, 
RECTOR, RECTUM, RESURRECTION. 

rec-tal (rek/tl) /‘rektl/ adj. of, relating to, or for the rec- 
tum. —rec/tal-ly, adv. See -RECT-. 

rec-tan-gle (rek/tang’gal) /'rek,tangal/ n. [count] a 
four-sided figure with parallel sides, having four right an- 
gles: Every square is a rectangle, but not every rectangle 
is a square. —rec-tang-u-lar (rek tang/gya lər) 
/rek'taengyalor/ adj. See -RECT-. 

receti-fy (rek/ta fi’) /‘rekta,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. to make, put, or set right; correct: fo rectify an error. 
—rec/ti-fi/a-ble, adj. —rec-ti-fi-ca-tion (rekta fi ka/- 
shon) /rektafi'keyfon/ n. [noncount] See -RECT-. 

rec-ti-lin-esar (rek/tl in’é or) /rektl'iniyor/ also receti- 
linee-eal (rek/tl in/ē al) /,rekt]'iniyal/ adj. forming a 
Straight line; having straight lines. See -LIN-, -RECT-. 

rec-ti-tude (rek/ti tod’, -tyaod’) /‘rekti,jtuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [noncouit] rightness of principle or conduct; moral 
virtue. See -RECT-. 

rec-tor (rek/tar) /'rektər/ n. [count] 1. a member of the 
clergy in various Christian churches in charge of a parish, 
a building, a religious house, or the like. 2. the head of 
certain universities, colleges, or schools. See -RECT-. 

rec-torry (rek/ta rē) /'rektoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a 
rector’s house. 2. a residence for Roman Catholic priests 
of a parish. See -RECT-. 

rec-tum (rek/tam) /'rektam/ n. [count], pi. -tums, -ta 
(-ta) /-tə/. the straight, final part of the large intestine, 
ending in the anus. See -REcT-. 

re-cum-bent (ri kum/bant) /ri'kamboant/ adj. 
down; reclining; leaning. —re-cum/ben:cy, n. 
count) 

re-cu-per-ate (ri koopa rat’, -kyoo/-) /ri'kuwpa,reyt, 
-'kyuw-/ v. [no obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to recover from 
sickness or exhaustion; regain health or strength. —re- 
cu’per-a/tion, n. oncount) —re-cu-pereastive (ri ko0/- 
pə rativ, -pər ə tiv, -kyoo’-) /ri'kuwpa,reytiv, -porotiv, 
-'kyuw-/ adj. See -cep-. 

re-cur (ri kur’) /ri'ksr/ v. [no obj], -curred, -cur-ring. 1. 
to happen again, as an event, experience, etc.: Snow- 
storms recur every winter. 2. to return to the mind: The 
idea kept recurring. —re-cur-rence, n. [count]: yet an- 
other recurrence. [noncount]: recurrence of pain. —ree 
cur/rent, adj.: recurrent problerns. —re-cur/rentely, 
adv. See -CUR-. 

re-cy-cle (rē si/kal) /riy'saykal/ v. [~ + obj], -cled, 
-cling. 1. to treat or process (used or waste materials) so 
as to make suitable for reuse: to recycle newspapers, 
glass bottles, plastic, and metal. 2. to use again in the 
original form or with very little change: fo recycle a 
speech. —re-cy-cla-ble (rē si’kla bal) /riy'sayklabal/ adj. 
See -CYCLE-. 

red (red) /red/ n., adj., red-der, red-dest. —/). 1. a color 
resembling the color of blood: [noncount)]: Red was her 
favorite color. [count]: rich, strong reds and deep blues. 
2. [noncount] clothes that are red: dressed in red. 3. 
[count; often: Red] a radical leftist in politics, esp. a com- 
munist. —adj. 4. of the color red. 5. of or indicating a 
state of financial loss: the red column in the ledger. 6. 
[often: Red] politically radical, esp. communist. 7. (of 
hair) the color of copper, brownish orange. 8. (of the 
face or skin) flushed, esp. from anger, embarrassment, 
or shame. —Jdiom. 9. in the red, operating at a loss 
or being in debt (opposed to in the black). —red/dish, 
adj. —red/ness, n. [noncourit] 

red/-blood/’ed, adj. strong; vigorous: such healthy, red- 
blooded Americans. 

red’ car’pet, n. (count; usually singular} 1. a strip of 
red carpet for important officials to walk on when enter- 
ing or leaving a building, vehicle, or the like. 2. a display 
of courtesy or respect, as for persons of high rank: The 
city rolled out the red carpet for the president when he 
visited. —red/-car’pet, adj. [before a noun) 3. of or re- 
lating to such display: the red-carpet treatment. 


lying 
[non- 


redcoat to reel 


red-coat (red/kot’) /‘red,kowt/ n. [count] (esp. in Amer- 
ica during the Revolutionary War) a British soldier. 

red-den (red/n) /‘redn/ v. 1. to make or cause to be- 
come red: [no obj]: The sky reddened at sunset. [~ + 
obj]: Sunset reddened the sky. 2. [no obj] to blush; 
flush: He reddened at the insult. 

re-dec-o-rate (rē dek/a rat’) /riy'dekorcyt/ v., -rateed, 
-rat-ing. to decorate (a place) again: [~ + obj]: They re- 
decorated their apartment. [no obj): decided to redecor- 
ate. 

re-deem (ri dénv/) /ri'diym/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to buy back, 
as after a tax sale or a mortgage foreclosure. 2. to re- 
cover (something pledged or mortgaged) by payment or 
other satisfaction: She returned to the pawnbroker'’s to 
redeem her watch. 3. to exchange (bonds, trading 
stamps, etc.) for money or goods. 4. to discharge or ful- 
fill (a pledge, promise, etc.). 5. to set free or deliver 
(someone) from captivity, etc., by paying a penalty or 
ransom: paid a ransom to redeem the hostages. 6. to 
make up for; offset (some fault, shortcoming, etc.): After 
making that blunder, how wilt you redeem yourself? 
—re-deem/a-ble, adj. —re-deem/er, n. [count] 

re-edemp-tion (ri demp/’shan) /ri'dempfon/ n. [non- 
count] the act or process or an instance of redeeming, or 
the state of being redeemed. 

re-de-ploy (ré/di ploi’) /,riydi'ploy/ v. to arrange or put 
out (an army, group of soldiers, etc.) again in a new posi- 
tion. —re’de-ploy’/ment, n. [noncount) 

re-de-vel-op (ré/di vel’ap) /,riydi'velop/ v. 1. to develop 
again: [~ + obj]: He redeveloped his ideas. [no obj): 
This tumor could redevelop in a year. 2. to rebuild an 
area, such as in a City, that is in decline: [no obj]: The in- 
vestors want to redevelop in the downtown area. [~ + 
obj): They want to redevelop a large downtown area. 
—re/de-vel/op-er, n. [count] —re/’de-vel/op-ment, n. 
(rroricount) 

red/-hand/’ed, adj., adv. in the very act of a crime, 
wrongdoing, etc.: caught red-handed with the stolen 
goods. 

red-head (red/hed’) /‘red,hed/ n. [count] a person with 
red hair. —red/head/ed, adj. 

red’ her/ring, n. [count] 1. a smoked herring. 2. 
something intended to remove or distract one’s attention 
from the real problem or matter at hand. 

red/-hot/, adj. 1. red with heat; very hot. 2. violent; fu- 
rious: red-hot anger. 3. very new: a red-hot idea. 

re-edierect (ré/di rekt”, -di-) /jriydi'rekt, -day-/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to direct again. 2. to change the direction or fo- 
cus of: He needed to redirect luis interests. See -RECT-. 

re-dis-trib-ute (ré/di strib’ydot) /riydi'stribyuwt/ v. [7 
+ obj], -ut-ed, -ut-ing. 1. to distribute or give out again: 
to redistribute profits to the stockholders. 2. to distribute 
or give out in a new and different way: to redistribute the 
workload among the staff. —reedis-tri-bu-tion (ré/dis- 
tra bydd/shan) /,riydistro'byuwfan/ n. (noncount) 
re-dis-trict (rē dis/trikt) /riy'distrikt/ v. [~ + obj] to di- 
vide into districts again, or in a different way, as for ad- 
ministrative or electoral purposes. See -STRICT-. 
red/-let/ter, adj. 1. marked by red letters, as feast days 
on the church calendar. 2. especially important or happy: 
It was a red-letter day when their child was born. 
red/-light’ dis’trict, n. [count] an area or district in a 
city in which many houses of prostitution are located. 
red-lineing or rede-lin-ing, (red/li/ning) /'red,laynin/ n. 
[noncount] 1. a discriminatory practice by which some 
banks or institutions that lend money refuse to grant 
mortgages or insurance in urban areas that they consider 
to be deteriorating. 2. a marking device, as underlining, 
used esp. in word processing to highlight suggested ad- 
ditional text in a document. 

red-neck or rede-neck, (red/nek’) /‘red,nek/ Informal 
(often disparaging). —n. [count] 1. an uneducated white 
farm laborer, esp. from the South. 2. a bigot or person 
with very backward views, esp. from the rural working 
class. —adj. 3. Also, red/-necked’. narrow, prejudiced, 
or backward in thinking. 

re-do (rē doo’) /riy'duw/ v. [~ + obj], -did, -done, -do- 
ing. to do again: to redo the test. 

red-o-lent (red/I ant) /‘redlant/ adj. [be + ~) 1. full of 
the smell of (something): a kitchen redoleut of garlic. 2. 
reminding one of (something); suggestive: an accent red- 
olent of Scotland. —red/o-lence, n. [noncount] 
reedou-ble (rē dubal) /riy'dabal/ v. [~ + obj], -bled, 
-bling. to increase greatly or by twice as much: They re- 
doubled their efforts to finish on tinte. 

re-doubt (ri dout’) /ri'dawt/ rt. (court) a separate, forti- 
fied area built inside or outside a larger fortification. 
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re-doubt-a-ble (ri dou/tə bal) /ri'dawtobal/ adj. 1. 
causing fear; fearsome; formidable. 2. commanding re- 
spect or reverence. —re-doubt/a-bly, adv. 

red’ pep/per, n. 1. [noncount) a spicy powder that is 
added to food, made from a pepper plant. 2. [count] a 
pepper grown in many varieties, the yellow or red pods 
of which are used for flavoring, sauces, etc. 3. [count] 
the mild, ripe fruit of the sweet pepper, which is used as 
a vegetable. 

re-dress (n. ré/dres, ri dres’; v. ri dres’) / n. 'riydres, 
rt'dres; v. ri'dres/ n. [noncount] 1. the setting right of 
what is morally wrong. 2. relief from wrong or injury, as 
in the form of payment or something done to make up 
for it. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to remedy or make right: fo re- 
dress a grievance. 4. to adjust evenly again, as a bal- 
ance. 

red-skin (red/skin’) /‘red,skin/ n. Offensive. American ÍN- 
DIAN. 

red/ tape’, n. [noncount) the steps, procedure, or rou- 
tine of a bureaucracy that delays or prevents action. 

re-duce (ri ddds’, -dydds’) /ri'duws, -'dyuws/ v. [~ + 
obj], -duced, -duc-ing. 1. to bring down to a smaller 
size, amount, price, etc.: reduced her weight by ten 
pounds. 2. to lower in degree, intensity, etc.: reduced 
the speed of the car. 3. to treat (something complicated) 
by analyzing smaller parts: reduced the problem to its 
essentials. 4. to act in a destructive manner upon (a sub- 
stance or object): Their house was reduced to ashes by 
the fire. 5. [~ + obj + to + obj] to break down into: 
The criticism reduced him to tears. 6. to change the 
figures or form, but not the value, of (a fraction, polyno- 
mial, etc.): Six-eighths reduced to lowest terms is three- 
fourths. —re-duc-tive (ri duktiv) /ri'daktiv/ adj. See 
-DUC-. 

reeduc-tion (ri duk/shan) /ri'dakJan/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act or process of reducing, or the state of being re- 
duced. 2. [count] the amount by which something is re- 
duced: a pay reduction of fifty percent. See -DUC-. 

re-edun-dan-ecy (ri dun’dan sé) /ri'dandonsiy/ n., pl. 
-cies. 1. [noncount] the state of being redundant, esp. 
the use of too many words or repetition in expressing 
ideas. 2. [count] the use of additional or extra systems 
as a backup to a main part. 3. Chiefly Brit. a. [poncount) 
the condition of being laid off from one’s work or job. b. 
[count] an act or instance of being laid off. 

re-dun-dant (ri dun’dant) /ri'dandont/ adj. 1. exceeding 
what is usual or necessary, esp., having or showing too 
many words or unnecessary repetition in expressing 
ideas: It is redundant to say “The giant ts big.” 2. (of a 
system, equipment, etc.) supplied as a backup in case of 
the failure of a main part, as in a spacecraft. 3. Chiefly 
Brit. being laid off from employment. 

re-dux (ri duks’) /ri'daks/ adj. [after a noun) brought 
back: /t seemed like the Dark Ages redux. 

red-wood (red/wd6d’) /'red,wod/ n. 1. [count] a cone- 
bearing tree of the cypress family, native to California, 
noted for its great height. 2. [noncount] its valuable 
brownish red timber. 
reed (réd) /riyd/ n.-1. [count] the straight stalk of a type 
of tall grass, growing in marshy places. 2. [count] the 
plant itself. 3. [noucount) such stalks or plants when 
thought of as a group, esp. used as material for thatch- 
ing. 4. [count] a. a small, flexible piece of wood or metal 
that is attached to the mouth of any of various wind in- 
struments and vibrates when the instrument is played. b. 
a musical instrument played this way. 

reedry (réd/é) /'riydiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of reeds: 
a reedy marsh. 2. (of a voice) thin in quality. —reed/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

reef (réf) /riyf/ n. [count] a ridge or bank of rocks or 
sand, often of coral debris, at or near the surface of the 
water. 

reef-er (ré/far) /‘riyfor/ n. [count] Slang. a marijuana 
cigarette. 

reek (rék) /riyk/ v. 1. to smell strongly and unpleasantly: 
[no obj]: The rotting garbage reeked. [~ + with/of + 
obj): The room reeked of pesticide. 2. [~ + with/of + 
obj] to contain or seem to contain a potent atmosphere 
of something: a suburb that absolutely reeks of money. 
=n. (count; usually singular) 3. a strong, unpleasant 
smell. 

reel! (rél) /riyl/ n. [count] 1. a rounded object or cylinder 
or other device that spins and is used to wind up or let 
out wire, rope, film, etc.: a reel on a fishing rod; the reet 
on the movie projector. 2. an amount of something 
wound on a reel: a reel of film. 3. Brit. a spool of sewing 
thread. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to wind on a reel: to reel the 
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film. 5. to pull by winding a line on a reel: [~ + obj + 
in/out]: to reel a fish in. (~ + in/out + obj): to reel out 
some wire. 6. reel off, to say or write quickly and easily, 
as a list of items: [~ + off + obj]: She reeled off her an- 
swers one by one. [~ + obj + off]: reeled her answers 
off. 

reel? (rél) /riyl/ v. [no obj] 1. to sway, rock, or appear to 
move unsteadily. 2. to sway or move unsteadily or clum- 
sily about in standing or walking, as from dizziness or 
drunkenness; stagger: The boxer was reeling from the 
blows. 3. to have a sensation of whirling: His brain 
reeled. 

reel? (rél) /riyl/ n. [count] a lively Scottish dance. 

re-e-lect (ré/i lekt’) /riyi'lekt/ v. [~ + obj] to elect 
again: She was reelected to another term of Office as 
mayor. —re/e-lec/tion, n. [count]: another reelection. 
{noncount): seeking reelection. See -Lec-. 

re-en-act (ré/a nakt’) /riya'nekt/ v. [~ + obj) to act 
out again: The prosecutor reenacted the crime for the ju- 
rors. —re’en-act/ment, 1. [count] See -act-. 

re-enetry (rē en/trē) /riy'entriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. [count] 
the act of reentering. 2. the return from outer space into 
the earth's atmosphere of an earth-orbiting satellite, 
spacecraft, rocket, or the like: [oncount]: preparing for 
reentry. [count]: another successful reentry. 

ref (ref) /ref/ n, v, reffed, ref-fing. Informal. —n. 
[count] 1. a referee. —v. 2. to be or act as referee of: [~ 
+ obj): She reffed a difficult game. [no obj): had never 
refled before. See -FER-. 

re-fec-to-ry (ri fek/ta rē) /ri'fektoriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ries. a dining hall, as in a monastery or college. See 
-FEC-. 

re-fer (ri fur’) /ri'far/ v., -ferred, -fer-ring. 1. [~ + to 
+ obj) to direct attention to: The teacher referred to 
chapter seven during yesterday's lecture. 2. [~ + obj + 
to + obj] to direct (someone) to a person, place, etc., for 
information or anything required: The asterisk refers the 
reader to a footnote. 3. [~ + obj + to + obj) to submit 
or send (something) to someone for decision, informa- 
tion, etc.: Please refer all your questions to the public in- 
formation office. 4. [~ + to + obj + as + obj) to con- 
sider as belonging to a certain class, group, period, etc.; 
classify: The governinent refers to a phimber's work as a 
blue-collar job. 5. [~ + to + obj) to apply to; indicate; 
mean: This new regulation does not really refer to your 
company. —re-fer/rer, n. [count] See -FER-. 

ref-er-ee (ref’a ré/) /refa'riy/ n., pl. -ees, v., -eed, -ee- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a person to whom an issue or prob- 
lem is sent for a decision or settlement; an arbitrator. 2. 
(in certain games and sports) a judge having functions 
fixed by the rules of the game or sport; umpire. 3. an 
authority who evaluates proposals for funding, scholarly 
papers for publication, etc. 4. Law. a person selected by 
a court to take testimony and recommend a decision: 
The referee listened to the motorists explanation and 
gave him a lower fine. —v. 5. to act as a referee for (a 
game, contest, proposal, etc.): [~ + obj]: to referee 
games. [no obj): to referee fairly. See -FER-. 

ref-er-ence (ref/ar ans, ref/rans) /'refarons, 'refrans/ n., 
v., -enced, -enc-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] an act or in- 
stance of referring, as for information. 2. [count] a men- 
tion; allusion: In her complaint she made numerous ref- 
erences to him as a witness. 3. a. a direction of the 
attention, as in a book, to some other book, passage, 
etc.: [poncount}: You make reference to several authors 
in your paper. (count): the use of references in a term 
paper. b. [count] the book, passage, etc., to which one is 
directed: You need at least five references in such a short 
term paper. 4. [noncount] use for purposes of informa- 
tion: a library for public reference. 5. [count] a book or 
other source of useful information: His book is an impor- 
tant medical reference. 6. [count] a. a person who can 
provide a statement or a letter about, or answer ques- 
tions about, another’s character, abilities, etc.: May / list 
you as one of my references in case a job interview Co- 
mes up? b. a statement or letter regarding a person’s 
character, abilities, etc.: She wrote him a glowing refer- 
ence. 7. [noncount) regard or connection; relation: /’m 
writing in reference to the job in the classified section. 
—v. [~ + obj) 8. to mention in or as a reference: How 
many times has your work been referenced in other 
scholars’ work? —adj. [before a noun] 9. of or for 
materials used for finding information: reference books; 
a library reference room. See -FER-. 

ref-er-ensdum (refə ren/dəm) $/,refo'rendom/ n. 
[count], pl. -dums, -da (-də) /-də/. a vote by the people 
on whether to approve or reject some proposal or policy, 
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esp. one that was made by or passed by a law-making 
body. See -FER-. 

ref-er-ent (reffar ant, refrənt) /'refərənt, 'refrənt/ n. 
[count] the object or event to which a word, term, or 
symbol points or refers. See -FER-. 

re-fer-ral (ri far’al) /ri'fsral/ n. 1. [count] an act or in- 
stance of referring: Keferrals can be made to other doc- 
tors for a second opinion. 2. [count] a person referred or 
recommended to someone or for something: That doctor 
was her next referral. 3. [noncount] the state of being re- 
ferred. See -FER-. 

re-fill (v. rē fil”; n. ré/fil”) / v, riy'frl; n. 'riy,fil/ v. 1. to fill 
again: [~ + obj): We refilled our glasses with wine. [no 
obj): The tank refills automatically. —n. (count) 2. a ma- 
terial, supply, or the like, to replace something that has 
been used up: a refill for a fountain pen. 3. a drink after 
one has finished a previous one: a refill of coffee. —re- 
fill”a-ble, adj. 

refinance (rē/fi nans’, rē fi/nans)  /,riyfi'naens, 
riy'faynæns/ v., -nanced, -nanc-ing. to pay off a debt by 
borrowing more money, usually at a lower rate of inter- 
est: [~ + obj]: to refinance a mortgage. [no obj): a good 
time to refinance. 

re-fine (ri fin’) /ri'fayn/ v. [~ + obj), -fined, -fin-ing. 1. 
to separate (Something) from impure substances: to re- 
fine oil. 2. to bring (something) to a finer state or form 
by purifying, polishing, changing, or making it more pre- 
cise: to refine a theory. See -Fin-. 

re-fined (ri find’) /ri'faynd/ adj. 1. fastidious; delicate: 
refined rnanners. 2. freed from impurities: refined sugar. 
3. very exact: refined measurements. See -FIN-. 

re-fineement (ri fin’mant) /ri'faynmoant/ n. 1. [non- 
count] fineness or elegance of feeling, taste, manners, 
language, etc. 2. (noncount] the act or process of refin- 
ing; the quality or state of being refined: the refinement 
of oil. 3. [count] an improved form of something: The 
new theory is a refinernent of an earlier one. 4. [count] a 
detail or device added to improve something. See -Fin-. 

re-fineer-y (ri fi/na rē) /ri'faynoriy/ n. [count], pl. -er- 
ies. an establishment for refining something, such as 
metal, sugar, or oil. See -FIN-. 

re-flect (ri flekt’) /ri'flekt/ v. 1. to turn or throw back 
(light, heat, sound, etc.) from a surface: [~ + obj]: The 
mirror reflected his image perfectly. [no obj): This dull 
surface doesn't reflect. 2. [~ + obj] to express; show: 
The party seems to reflect the views of its leader. 3. to 
think over; ponder or meditate: [~ (+ on + obj)]: He sat 
there reflecting on what had gone wrong. [no obj): took 
time to pause and reflect. 4. reflect on, [~ + on + obj) 
a. to serve or tend to bring blame or discredit: His crimes 
reflected on the whole community. b. to serve to give a 
particular aspect or impression: That accomplishment re- 
flects well on your abilities. —re-flec’tive, adj. —re- 
flec’tive-ly, adv. See -FLECT-. 

re-flec-tion (ri flek/shan) /ri'flekfon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of reflecting or the state of being reflected: the re- 
flection of the sun on the water. 2. [count] something re- 
flected, as an image. 3. [noncount] careful consideration: 
After much reflection I've come to a decision. 4. [count] 
a thought that occurs when thinking about or considering 
something: published his reflections on the years of his 
presidency. 5. [count] an indication or expression of 
something unfavorable with respect to a person or thing: 
meant no reflection on your honesty or integrity. Also, 
esp. Brit., reflexion. —re-flec/tion-al, adj. See -FLECT-. 

re-flec-tive (ri fektiv) /ri'flektiv/ adj. 1. thinking or 
tending to think about something in a careful way: He fell 
into a reflective mood. 2. reflecting light: reflective sur- 
faces. See -FLECT-. 

re-flec-tor (ri flek/tar) /ri'flektor/ n. [count] a body, 
surface, or device that reflects light, heat, sound, or the 
like. See -FLECT-. 

re-flex (ré/fleks) /‘riyfleks/ n. 1. [count] a movement or 
a response that is automatic and involuntary, caused by a 
nerve impulse that reacts quickly to some outside action 
without waiting for the brain to process it and respond: 
Your fingers will withdraw from a hot surface in a reflex. 
2. any automatic, unthinking, often habitual behavior or 
response: [count]: quick political reflexes. [noncount; by 
+ ~]: He smiles at other people almost by reflex. —adj. 
(before a noun] 3. of or relating to such an automatic re- 
sponse to some outside action: a reflex act. See -FLEX-. 

re-flex-ive (ri flek/siv) /ri'fleksiv/ adj. 1. a. (of a verb) 
taking an object that refers to the same person or thing 
as the subject, such as cnt in / cut myself. b. (of a pro- 
noun) used as an object referring to the same person or 
thing as the subject, such as myse/fin I cut myself 2. re- 


reforest to regatta 


sponding by way of a reflex: a reflexive act of self- 
preservation. —n. (count) 3. a reflexive verb or pronoun. 
—re-flex/ive-ly, adv. See -FLEX-. 

re-for-est (rë fOr/ist, -for’-) /riy'forist, -'for-/ v. [~ + 
obj] to replant trees on (land that has lost trees by cut- 
ting, fire, etc.). —re-foreest-a-tion (ré/for i sta’shan, 
-for-) /,riyfori'steyfan, -for-/ n. Lnoncount] 

re-form (rë form’) /riy'form/ v. to form again: [~ + 
obj): The general re-formed his troops. [no obj]: The 
troops re-formed. 

re-form (ri form’) /ri'form/ n. 1. (noncount) the im- 
provement, changing, or removing of what is wrong, evil, 
unsatisfactory, etc.: urging social reform. 2. [count] an 
instance of this: some long overdue reforms in the tax 
codes. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to change to a better state, 
form, etc.: to reform the corrupt system. 4. to (cause a 
person to) abandon wrong or evil ways: [no obj]: He 
promised to reform and live honestly. [~ + obj]: Could 
he reform hiis evil ways? —adj. 5. (before a noun, Re- 
form] conforming to or characteristic of a movement in 
Judaism that simplifies or rejects some traditional beliefs 
and practices to meet the conditions of contemporary 
life. —re-form/er, n. [count] See -FORM-. 

ref-or-mastion (ref/ar ma/shen) /,refor'meyfon/ n. 1. 
the act of reforming or the state of being reformed: [non- 
count): reformation of the system. (count): a necessary 
reforniation. 2. [proper noun; the + Reformation] the 
16th-century movement that resulted in the establish- 
ment of the Protestant churches. 

re-formeartorry (ri fôr/mə tor/é, -tdr/é) /ri'forma,toriy, 
-'towriy/ adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. serving or designed 
to reform. —n. [count] 2. Also called reform school. a 
jail or similar institution for young offenders. 

re-fract (ri frakt’) /ri'frakt/ v. [~ + obj] to cause a ray 
of light to change direction as it passes through different 
substances, as glass or water, at an angle. See -FRAC-. 

re-frac-tion (ri frak’shan) /ri'frækfən/ n. [poncount) the 
change of direction of a ray of light in passing through 
different substances, as glass or water, at an angle. —re- 
frac’tive, adj. See -FRAC-. 

re-frac-toery (ri frak’ta rē) /ri'freektariy/ adj. stubbornly 
disobedient: a refractory child. See -FRAC-. 

re-frain' (ri fran’) /ri'freyn/ v. to keep oneself from do- 
ing or saying something: [~ + from + obj]: Can we 
please refrain from laughing? [~ + from + verb-ing): He 
refrained from asking any questions. 

re-frain? (ri fran’) /ri'freyn/ n. [count] a phrase or verse 
that is repeated in a song or poem, esp. at the end of 
each Stanza; a chorus. See -FRAC-. 

re-fresh (ri fresh’) /ri'fref/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to provide 
new vigor and energy by rest, food, etc.: a quick dip in 
the pool will refresh them. 2. to stimulate: Let me re- 
fresh your memory. —re-fresh/er, 1. [count] 
re-fresheing (ri fresh/ing) /ri'frefin/ adj. bringing a feel- 
ing of refreshment: a refreshing dip in the pool. 
re-freshement (ri fresh’mant) /ri'frefmoant/ n. 1. 
refreshments, [plural food and drink, esp. for a snack 
or light meal. 2. [noncount] the act of refreshing or the 
state of being refreshed. 

re-frig-er-ate (ri frij’a rat’) /ri'fridza,reyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. to make or keep cold or cool, in order to 
preserve or keep fresh. —re-frig-er-ant (ri frij7ar ant) 
/ri'fridzarant/ adj., n. (count): a toxic refrigerant. [non- 
count): not enough refrigerant in the air-conditioner. 
—re-frig-er-a-tion (ri frij/a ra’shan) /ri,frid3a'reyfan/ n. 
(voncount) 

re-frig-er-a-tor (ri frijfa ra/’tar) /ri'frid3a,reytor/ n. 
[count] a room or large appliance in which food, drink, 
etc., is kept cool esp. by means of mechanical refrigera- 
tion. See illustration at APARTMENT. 

re-furel (rē fyd0%al) /riy'fyuwal/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to supply 
(an airplane, car, etc.) with fuel. 2. [no obj] (of an air- 
plane) to take on a supply of fuel: Tie plane refueled at 
Cairo and took off again. 

ref-uge (ref/yooj) /‘refyuwd3/ n. 1. [(voncount) shelter or 
protection from danger, trouble, etc.: The high ground 
gave them refuge from: the floodwaters. 2. [count] a 
place of shelter, protection, or safety: a refuge from the 
storin; a wildlife refuge. See -Fuc-. 

ref-u-gee (ref/yoo je’, reffydo jé’)  /,refyo'd3iy, 
‘refyo,d3iy/ u. [count], pl. -gees. a person who flees for 
refuge or safety, esp. to a foreign country, as in time of 
political trouble, war, etc. See -FuG-. 

re-ful-gent (ri ful/jant) /ri'faldzont/ adj. shining brightly; 
radiant; gleaming. —re-ful/gence, 1. Wioucount) 
re-fund' (v. ri fund’, rē/fund; a. ré/fund) / v. ri'fand, 
'riyfand; n. ‘riyfand/ v. 1. to give back or restore (esp. 
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money); repay: [~ + obj + to + obj]: The store will re- 
fund the full purchase price to its customers. [~ + obj + 
obj): The store will refund you the money. —n. 2. an act 
or instance of refunding: [noncount]: Do you want credit 
or a refund? (count): No refunds will be made. 3. (count) 
an amount refunded: a twenty-dollar refund. —re-fund/- 
a-ble, adj. 

re-fund? (rë fund’) /riy'fand/ v. [~ + obj] to provide 
funds for (something) again. 

re-fursbish (rē fûr/bish) /riy'farbif/ v. [~ + obj] to fur- 
bish again; clean, decorate, or renovate; brighten: to re- 
furbish your old apartment. —re-fur/bish-ment, n. 
(noncount) 

re-fus-eal (ri fyoo/zal) /ri'fyuwzal/ n. the act of refusing; 
an example of, or a case of, refusing: [noncount): Refusal 
is not possible. [count]: His refusals were no longer toler- 
ated. 

re-fuse! (ri fyd6z’) /ri'fyuwz/ v., -fused, -fus-ing. 1. to 
decline to accept (something offered); reject: [~ + obj]: 
He refused a cigarette. [no obj]: an offer you can't refuse. 
2. to deny (a request, demand, etc.): [~ + obj]: She re- 
fused my request. [~ + obj + obj): Her father refused 
his daughter permission to see that boy again. 3. [~ + 
to + verb] to turn down (doing something): to refuse to 
discuss an issue. 4 [~ + obj] to decline to accept 
(someone offering a proposal of marriage): She had 
many Suitors but she refused them all. 

ref-use? (ref/ydos) /‘refyuws/ n. [noncount) 1. something 
thrown away as worthless or useless; waste; rubbish; 
trash; garbage. —adj. [before a noun) 2. rejected as 
worthless; thrown away. 

re-fute (ri fydot’) /ni'fyuwt/ v. [~ + obj], -fut-ed, -fut- 
ing. to prove to be false or to be in error: We refuted his 
accusations. —re-futeasble (ri fydo’ta bəl, ref/yə tə-) 
/ri'fyuwtabal, 'refyətə-/ adj. —ref-u-ta-tion (ref/yoo tā- 
shan) /,refyu'teyfan/ n. (noncount): Refutation of the 
charges against him is inipossible. (count): refutations of 
guilt. 

-reg-, root. -reg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “rule; direct; control.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DEREGULATE, IRREGULAR, REGAL, REGALIA, RE- 
GENCY, REGICIDE, REGIME, REGIMEN, REGIMENT, REGION, RE- 
GIONAL, REGULAR. 

regain (rē gan’) /riy'geyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to get again; 
recover: He regained his health at last. 2. to succeed in 
reaching again: to regain the shore. 

re-gal (rē/gəl) /‘riygal/ adj. 1. of or relating to a king or 
queen; royal. 2. fitting, worthy of, or resembling a king 
or queen, as by being stately or splendid. —re/galely, 
adv. See -REG-. 

re-gale (ri gal’) /ri'geyl/ v. [~ + obj], -galed, -gal-ing. 
1. to entertain on a grand scale or in a very agreeable 
and enjoyable way; delight: regaled us with funny stories. 
2. to entertain with very good food or drink. 

re-garlica (ri ga/lé ə, -gal/ya) /ri'geyliys, -'geylya/ n. 
{plural 1. the symbols, decorations, ceremonial clothes, 
or emblems of royalty or of some office, rank, etc. 2. 
fancy or dressy clothing; finery. See -REG-. 

regard (ri gard’) /ri'gard/ v. 1. (not: be + ~-ing] to 
see, look at, or think of with a particular feeling or in a 
certain way; judge; consider: [~ + obj]: to regard a per- 
son with favor. [~ + obj + as + obj]: | have always re- 
garded you as a friend. 2. (not: be + ~ -ing; ~ + obj] to 
have or show respect or concern for: to regard the 
feelings of others. 3. [~ + obj] to look at; observe: re- 
garded lier with a look of contempt. —n. 4. (noncount] 
an aspect, point, or area of concern: The new machine is 
quite satisfactory in this regard. 5. [noncount] thought; 
attention; concern: He liad no regard for my feelings. 6. 
[uoncournt] respect and liking: They hold teachers in high 
regard. 7. regards, [plural] expressions of respect or af- 
fection: Give them my regards. —Idiom. 8. as 
regards, concerning; about: inquired as regards your 
family. 9. with or in regard to, with reference to; as 
regards; concerning: With regard to the charges, the jury 
finds you guilty. 

re-gardeing (ri gar’ding) /ri'gardin/ prep. with regard 
to; about; concerning: Regarding payrnerit, send us a 
clieck. 

re-gard-less (ri gard/lis) /ri'gardlis/ adv. 1. without 
concern as to advice, warning, hardship, etc.; anyway: Do 
as slie says, regardless. —Idiom. 2. regardless of, in 
spite of; without regard for: I like them regardless of your 
opinion. 

re-gat-ta (ri gat/ə, -gä/tə) /rı'gætə, -'gatə/ n. [count], pl. 
-tas. 1. a boat race. 2. an organized series of such 
races. 
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re-gen-cy (ré/jan sé) /'riyd3ənsiy/ n., pl. -cies, adj. —n. 
1. [noncount] the office, government, rule, or control of a 
regent or regents. 2. [count] a territory under the control 
of a regent or regents. 3. [count] the term of office of a 
regent. —adj. 4. of or relating to a regency. See -REG-. 

re-gen-er-ate (v. ri jen’a rat’; adj. -ər it) / v. 
ri‘d3end,reyt; adj. -orit/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, adj. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to cause a moral change for the better in (some- 
one). 2. [~ + obj] to revive or produce again; revitalize: 
to regenerate the economy. 3. [~ + obj] to restore or 
revive (a lost or injured body part) by the growth of new 
tissue. 4. [no obj] to grow or be formed again: That ani- 
mals tail can regenerate if it is cut off —adj. 5. made 
over in a better form. 6. reformed. —re-gen-er-a-tion 
(ri jen’a rā/shən) /rid3ena'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —re- 
gen-er-artive (ri jen’a ra/tiv, -ər ə tiv) /ri'd3ena,reytiv, 
-orativ/ adj. See -GEN-. 

re-gent (ré/jant) /‘riyd3ant/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
has the ruling power in a kingdom when the king or 
queen is too young to rule, or is absent or disabled. 2. a 
member of the governing board of a university or an ed- 
ucational system. —adj. [usually: after a noun) 3. acting 
as regent of a kingdom: the prince regent. See -REG-. 

reg-gae (reg/a) /'regey/ n. [noncount] a style of Jamai- 
can music blending blues, calypso, and rock. 

regicide (rej/a sid’) /‘red3o,sayd/ n. 1. the killing of a 
king: [noncount): the crime of regicide. [count]: historical 
regicides. 2. [count] a person who kills a king. See -REG-, 
-CIDE-. 

regime or régime (ra zhém/, ra-) /ra'ziym, rey-/ n. 
[count] 1. a system of rule or government. 2. a govern- 
ment in power, or the period of time in which it is in 
power. 3. REGIMEN. See -REG-. 

reg-iemen (rej’a man, -men’) /'red3omon, -,men/ n. 
[count] a regulated course, as of diet, exercise, or man- 
ner of living, to gain a result, as preserving or restoring 
health. See -REG-. 

reg-iement (n. rej’a mant; v. -ment’) / n. ‘red3omont; v. 
-ment/ n. [count] 1. a military unit of ground forces 
made up of two or more battalions. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
manage or treat according to strict discipline: known for 
harshly regimenting his men. —reg/tmen/tal, adj. [be- 
fore a noun): regimental headquarters. See -REG-. 

reg-iemen-ta-tion (rejas men ta’shan) = /,red3om- 
en'teyfon/ n. [noncount) strict, rigid control or discipline 
Over a group. See -REG-. 

re-gion (ré/jan) /‘riyd3on/ n. [count] 1. a large area of a 
surface, space, or body: a region of the earth; a tropical 
region. 2. a district of a certain kind: an industrial region. 
3. a division of the body: the abdominal region. 
—Idiom. 4. in the region of, approximately; almost: 
cost in the region of ten dollars. See -REG-. 

re-gion-al (ré/ja nl) /riyd3ənl/ adj. 1. of or involving a 
region: regional schools. 2. [before a noun) found only 
in a certain region or regions: spoke with a regional ac- 
cent. —re/gioneal-ly, adv. See -REG-. 

re-gion-aleism (ré/ja nl iz’am) /‘riyd3on|,1zom/ n. 1. 
[count] a word, a way of speaking, an act, or a way of be- 
having that is special to a particular area or region. 2. 
[noncount] devotion or loyalty to the interests of one’s 
own region. See -REG-. 

reg-is-ter (rej’a star) /'red3əstər/ n. [count] 1. a book in 
which records of events, names, etc., are kept. 2. a list 
or record of such events, names, etc. 3. CASH REGISTER. 
4. the range of a voice or of a musical instrument, from 
the lowest to the highest notes that can be reached. 5.a 
device for controlling the flow of warmed air or the like 
through an opening. —v. 6. to enter or cause to be en- 
tered in a register: [no obj): He registered as Mr. John 
Doe. [~ + obj): He registered them as Mr. and Mrs. John 
Doe. 7. {~ + obj] to cause (mail) to be recorded upon 
delivery to a post office for safeguarding against loss, 
damage, etc., during sending: to register a parcel. 8. to 
(cause to) enroll (a student, voter, etc.): [n0 Obj]: regis- 
tered for class. [~ + obj): Last year the school registered 
16,000 students. 9. to indicate by a record or scale, as 
instruments do: [~ + obj): The earthquake barely regis- 
tered a few ticks on the sensing devices. [no obj): The 
earthquake did not register on our instruments. 10. to 
show (Surprise, joy, anger, etc.), as by facial expression 
or by actions: [~ + obj]: His face registered annoyance. 
[no obj): A smile registered on his face. 11. [no obj] to 
have some effect; make some impression: / don't know if 
the danger has registered on him yet or not. —regris+ 
trant (rej’a strant) /‘red3ostrant/ n. [count] 

reg’istered nurse’, n. [count] a graduate nurse who 
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has passed a state board examination and is registered 
and licensed to practice nursing. Abbr.: RN, R.N. 

reg-is-trar (rej/a strar’) /‘red39,strar/ n. [count] a per- 
son who keeps records, esp. a school or college official 
who maintains students’ records, issues reports of 
grades, mails out official publications, etc. 

reg-is-tra-tion (rej/a stra/shan) /,red3o'streyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or process of registering: Registration 
is on Thursday. 2. [count] an instance of this: many new 
registrations. 

reg-is-try (rej’a stré) /‘red3ostriy/ n., pl. -tries. 1. [non- 
count] the act of registering; registration. 2. [count] a 
place where a register is kept; an office of registration. 3. 
[count] an official record; register. 4. [moncount] the 
state of being registered. 

regress (v. ri gres’; n. ré/gres) / v. ri'gres; n. ‘riygres/ 
v. [NO obj] 1. to move backward; go back, esp. to an ear- 
lier, worse, or less advanced state or form: For a while 
the patient was making progress, but now he seems to 
be regressing. —n. [noncount] 2. the act of regressing. 
—re-gres-sion (ri gresh’an) /ri'grefan/ n. [noncount] 
—re-gres:sive (ri gres/iv) /ri'gresiv/ adj. See -GRESS-. 

re-gret (ri gret’) /ri'gret/ v., -gret-ted, -gret-ting, n. 
—v. 1. to feel sorrow or remorse for (an act, fault, event, 
etc.): [~ + obj]: said he did not regret his decision to re- 
fire. [~ + verb-ing]: The thief said he regretted stealing 
the money. [~ + (that) clause]: He regrets that he can- 
not be here in person tonight. 2. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + 
to + verb] (used in the present tense to express sorrow): 
We regret to inform you that the train will be late. —n. 3. 
a feeling of sorrow, unhappiness, or guilt for a fault, 
wrong act, a loss, etc.: [noncount): a sudden pang of re- 
gret. [count]: had no regrets. 4. regrets, [plural a po- 
lite, usually formal refusal of an invitation: sent my 
regrets. —re-gret/ful, adj. —re-gret/ful-ly, adv. 

re-gret-ta-ble (ri gret’a bl) /ri'gretobl/ adj. causing or 
deserving of regret; unfortunate: a regrettable accident. 
—re-gret/ta-bly, adv. 

re-group (rē groop’) /riy'gruwp/ v. 1. to form into a new 
or restructured group or grouping: [~ + obj]: The gen- 
eral regrouped his men. [no obj): The armies regrouped. 
2. [no obj] to become reorganized in order to make a 
fresh start, as after a setback. 

reg-urlar (reg’ya lar) /'regyələr/ adj. 1. usual; normal; 
customary; according to a rule or pattern: His regular 
habit was to drink coffee in the morning. 2. evenly ar- 
ranged; balanced; symmetrical: regular facial features. 3. 
having the same or a fixed system, procedure, etc., for 
something: The verb walk in English is a regular verb be- 
cause tt forms its past tense as walked. 4. steady and 
even; not changing: a regular heartbeat. 5. [be + ~) 
having bowel movements or monthly periods according 
to a fixed or steady pattern. 6. habitual; having done so 
for a long time: a regular user of cocaine. 7. [before a 
noun] legitimate or proper: / suspected he wasn't a regu- 
far doctor after all. 8. Informal. a. decent; straightfor- 
ward; nice: a regular guy. b. [before a noun) absolute; 
complete; thoroughgoing: We have a regular flood here. 
9. [before a noun] being or belonging to the perma- 
nently organized, or standing, army of a state. —n. 
[count] 10. a habitual customer or client, or one who has 
been present for a long time. 11. a. a size of garments 
for persons of average height. b. a garment in this size. 
12. an athlete who plays in most of the games, usually 
from the start. —reg-uelar-ietty (req’ya lari tē) 
/regya'laritiy/ n. (noncount] See -REG-. 

reg-urlar-ize (reg/ya la riz’) /regyalo,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make regular. Also Brit, regularise. See 
-REG-. 

reg-urlar-ly (reg’ya lar lē) /'regyalorliy/ adv. 1. on a 
regular basis: We meet regularly twice a month. 2. in a 
regular, balanced way: regularly arranged bricks. See 
-REG-. 

reg-urlate (reg’ya lat’) /‘regya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to control or direct by a rule, princi- 
ple, or method: Laws exist to regulate traffic on the high- 
ways. 2. to adjust to some standard or requirement: to 
regulate the temperature. 3. to adjust so as to be accu- 
rate or correct: to regulate a watch. 4. to put in good or- 
der: to regulate one’s diet. —reg-usla-tive (reqg/ya lā’tiv, 
-yə la tiv) /‘regya,leytiv, -yolotiv/ reg-usla-toery (reg’ya- 
la tor’é, -tōr/ē) /‘regyalo,toriy, -,towriy/ adj. —reg/u-la/- 
tor, n. [count] See -REG-. 

reg-u-la-tion (reg’ya la’shan) /regya'leyfon/ nm 1. 
[count] a law, rule, or other order given by authority, esp. 
to regulate conduct. 2. [voncount] the act of regulating 
or the state of being regulated: strict regulation of the 
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number of cars entering the country. —adj. (usually: be- 
fore a noun) 3. ordered by or agreeing with regulation: 
regulation army equipment. See -REG-. 

re-gur-gi-tate (ri giir/ji tat’) /ri'gard3i,teyt/ v., -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. 1. to (cause to) vomit: [~ + obj): The mother 
bird regurgitates food to feed her young. (no obj): regur- 
gitating after a greasy meal. 2. [~ + obj] to give back or 
repeat facts: quick at regurgitating facts in an exam. 
—re-gur-gi-tastion (ri gûr/ji ta’shan) /ri,gard3i'teyJan/ n. 
(noriconnt) 

reshab (ré/hab’) /'riy,hæb/ n., v, -habbed, -hab-bing. 
—n. 1. [noncoint) rehabilitation: a treatment for drug re- 
hab. 2. [count] a rehabilitated building. —v. [~ + obj) 3. 
to rehabilitate. 

re-ha-bil-i-tate (ré/ha bil/i tat’, rē/ə-) /,riyho'bili,teyt, 
riyə-/ v. [~ + obj], -tat-ed, -tat-ing. 1. to restore or 
bring (something) to good condition or functioning: 
exercises for rehabilitating damaged knees. 2. to bring 
about or restore one’s standing, functioning, good repu- 
tation, or moral character: to rehabilitate imprisoned 
criminals. —re’ha-bil/i-ta/tive, adj. See -HABIL-. 

re-ha-bil-i-ta-tion (ré/a bili tā/shən) /,riya,bili'teyfon/ 
u. [(noncount] 1. the act of improving or restoring some- 
thing to good condition. 2. the act of restoring someone 
to an earlier standing, functioning, reputation, or moral 
character. See -HABIL-. 

reehash (v. rē hash’; n. ré/hash’) / v. riy'hes; n. 
'riy,hæf/ v. (~ + obj) 1. to reuse (old material) without 
significant or important change: rehashing the same old 
ideas. —n. [count] 2. something reused but not changed 
in a meaningful way. 

re-hearseal (ri hur/sal) /ri'harsol/ n. 1. [count] a session 
of exercise, drill, or practice, or performance in prepara- 
tion for a public performance, ceremony, etc. 2. [non- 
court) exercise, drill, or practice in such preparation: 
You've had enough rehearsal; it’s tinie to perform before 
a live audience. 

re-hearse (ri his’) /ri'hars/ v., -hearsed, -hears-ing. 1. 
to practice or go through (a play, speech, musical piece, 
etc.) before giving it in public: [~ + obj]: She rehearsed 
her part. [no obj): didn't have enough time to rehearse. 
2. [~ + obj] to recite or retell aloud. 

reign (ran) /reyn/ n. (count) 1. the period during which a 
ruler occupies the throne. —v. [70 obj] 2. to possess or 
use the power or authority of a ruler; rule: The queen 
reigned over her subjects. 3. to have influence or hold 
sway: Let peace reign over all. See -REG-. 

re-imeburse (ré/im_ btirs’) /,riyrm'bars/ v., -bursed, 
-burs-ing. to pay back; refund: [~ + obj]: We wilt reim- 
burse you for the full cost of the product. [~ + obj + 
obj): The company will reimburse you the ful amionnt. 
—re/im-burse’/ment, 1. (noncount) 

rein (ran) /reyn/ nu. [cont] 1. a leather strap fastened to 
each end of the bit of a bridle, by which the rider or 
driver controls a horse or other animal. 2. reins, [pural] 
the controlling or directing power: the reins of govern- 
ment. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to guide, control, or restrain (a 
horse or other animal) by pulling on a bridle bit by 
means of the reins: He reined his horse. 4. rein in, to 
control or guide tightly: (~ + obj + in): You'lt need to 
rein those children in. (~ + in + obj): You have to rein 
in a person like that. —Idiom. 5. give (free) rein to, 
[~ + obj] to give complete freedom to. 6. keep a tight 
rein on, [~ + obj] to control, direct, or restrain tightly. 
See -TAIN-. 

re-in-car-na-tion (ré/in kar nā/shən) /,riyinkar'neyfan/ 
u. 1. [roncomnit] the belief that the soul, after the death 
of the body, comes back to earth in another body or 
form. 2. [count] a person or thing that has come back or 
been brought back in another form: The new proposal is 
a reincarnation of his earlier ideas. —re-in-car-nat-ed 
(ré/in kar/na tid) /,riyin'karneytid/ adj. 

rein-edeer (ran’dér’) /‘reyn,dior/ n. [count], pl. -deer, 
(occasionally) -deers. a large deer of northern and arctic 
regions of the world. 

re-in-force or re-en-force (ré/in fdrs’, -fdrs’) /,ri- 
yin'fors, -'fowrs/ v. [~ + obj], -forced, -forc-ing. 1. to 
strengthen with some added piece, support, or material: 
to reinforce a walt. 2. to make more forceful or effective; 
strengthen; support: to reinforce the law. 3. to 
strengthen (a military force) with additional soldiers, 
ships, aircraft, etc. 4. Psychol. to strengthen the likeli- 
hood of (a desired way of behaving) by giving or with- 
holding a reward. See -FORT-. 

reinforcement (ré/in  fors/mant, -fors’-)  /,ri- 
yin'forsmont, -'fowrs-/ n. 1. [orncouiut) the act of rein- 
forcing; the state of being reinforced. 2. something 
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added to provide support, such as to a building: [non- 
count): reinforcement for the building's foundations. 
(count): a few reinforcements to these walls. 3. Often, 
reinforcements. [pliraf) an additional supply of so- 
liders, ships, aircraft, etc., to strengthen a military force. 
See -FORT-. 

reinstate (ré/in stat’) /riyin'stcyt/ v. [~ + obj) 
-stat-ed, -stat-ing. to put back or establish again, as in 
a once-held position or state: to reinstate the ousted 
president. —re/in-state/ment, n. (noncount) See -STAT-. 

re-isssue (rē ish’d0) /riy'1fuw/ n., v, -sued, -sueing. —n. 
[count] 1. something that has been issued again, as a 
book or motion picture, or the act of reissuing some- 
thing. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to issue again. 

re-it-er-ate (rē it/a rat’) /riy'ito,reyt/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing. 
to say or do over again or repeatedly; repeat: [~ + obj): 
The accounting department reiterated its earlier propos- 
als. [no obj): To reiterate, here once again are the main 
points. —re-it-er-astion (rē it/a ra/shan) /riy,ita'reySan/ 
n. (noncount): too much reiteration. (count): constant re- 
iterations. —re-it-erea-tive (rē itə ra/tiv, -ər Əə tiv) 
/riy‘ita,reytiv, -orativ/ adj. 

reject (v. ri jekt’/; n. ré/jekt) / v. ri'd3ekt; n. 'riyd3ekt/ v. 
[~ + obj) 1. to refuse to have, take, use, recognize, etc.: 
to reject a job offer. 2. to refuse to grant (a request, de- 
mand, etc.); deny: The board rejected his request for a li- 
cense. 3. to refuse to accept or admit: The other children 
rejected him. 4. to throw aside as useless or unsatisfac- 
tory: Any misshapen pieces coming off the assembly line 
are rejected. 5. to have a reaction against (a transplanted 
organ or tissue). —n. [comnt] 6. one that is rejected. See 
-JEC-. 

re-jecetion (ri jek/shan) /ri'd3ekfon/ n. the act of reject- 
ing or the state of being rejected: (nonconnt): suffered 
from rejection. (count): had nothing but rejections. See 
-JEC-. 

re-joice (ri jois’) /ri'd3oys/ v., -joiced, -joic-ing. to feel 
joy or gladness; take delight: [~ + at + obj): They re- 
joiced at the news. [~ + in + obj): His enemies rejoiced 
in the news of his defeat. [~ + that clause]: We rejoiced 
that she had finally gotten a good job. [~ + to + verb): 
They rejoiced to see the economy iniproving. {no obj): 
The citizens rushed into the streets and rejoiced. —re- 
joic/ing, n. (noncount): times for great rejoicing. [plural]: 
festive rejoicings. 

re-join’ (rē join’) /riy'd3oyn/ v. 1. (~ + obj) to come 
again into the company of: to rejoin a party after a brief 
absence. 2. to reunite: [710 obj]: The two brigades re- 
joined at the crossroads. [~ + obj): The general rejoined 
his forces. See -JUNC-. 

re-join? (ri join’) /ri'd3oyn/ v. [~ + that clause] to say in 
answer; reply; respond: rejoined that the problem wasnt 
his fault. See -JUNC-. 

re-join-der (ri join’dar) /ri'd3oyndor/ n. [cont] an an- 
swer in conversation; a reply; a response: He made a 
clever rejoinder to her question. See -JUNC-. 

re-jueve-nate (ri jõo/və nat’) /ri'd3uwvo,neyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -nated, -nat-ing. 1. to restore to a feeling of being 
or looking young: The vacation rejuvenated him. 2. to 
make fresh or new again: to rejiveriate an old sofa. 
—re-jueveenastion (ri joo’va na’shan) /ri,d3uwva'ney fon/ 
n. (noricourit] 

re-lapse (v. ri laps’; n. also ré/laps) / v. ri'leps; n. also 
lriylaps/ v., -lapsed, -laps-ing, n. —v. [110 obj) 1. to fall 
or slip back into a former state or practice: to relapse 
into silence. 2. to fall back into illness after seeming to 
get better or be recovering: He relapsed into a comia. 
—n. [comit] 3. an act or instance of relapsing. 4. a return 
of a disease after one has partly recovered from it. See 
-LAPS-. 

re-late (ri lat’) /ri'leyt/ v., -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to tell (the 
story of something); describe (an event or events); nar- 
rate: [~ + obj]: She related the plot to the investigators. 
[~ + that clairse]: She related that she had left the office 
at noor. 2. {~ + obj] to show an association or connec- 
tion between two or more things: to relate events to 
probable causes. 3. (not: be + ~-ing] to have a connec- 
tion: [~ + to + obj]: The one idea does not relate to the 
other. [110 obj): Those two ideas do not relate. 4. [~ + 
to + obj) to have or establish a sympathetic relationship 
or understanding: The two sisters were imable to relate 
to each other. —re-lat/er, n. (count) See -vat!-. 

re-lateed (ri la/tid) /ri'icytid/ adj. 1. associated; con- 
nected: These two ideas aren't even related. 2. associ- 
ated or connected by family, marriage, or common ori- 
gin: related languages. [be + ~ + to]: She is distantly 
related to ie. 
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relat/ing to, prep. concerned with: issues retating to 
the rote of science in society. 

re-laction (ri la’”shan) /ri'leyfon/ n. 1. [noncount] asso- 
ciation between or among things; connection; relation- 
ship: the relation between cause and effect. 2. relations, 
[ptural] a. the different connections or dealings between 
peoples, countries, etc.: foreign relations; business 
relations. b. sexual intercourse. 3. [count] a person who 
is related by blood or marriage; relative: The groom 
shook hands with his bride's relations. —Idiom. 4. in 
or with relation to, with reference to; concerning: What 
is her rote in relation to the work of our division? —ree 
la/tion-al, adj. See -tat-'. 

re-la-tion-ship (ri lā/shən ship’) /ri'leyfan,fip/ n. 
[count] 1. a connection, association, or involvement: the 
relationship between unemployment and inflation. 2. (u- 
Sually singular] connection between persons by blood or 
marriage; Kinship. 3. an emotional or other connection 
between people: a good working relationship. 4. a sexual 
involvement; affair. See -Lat'-. 

rel-a-tive (rela tiv) /‘relotiv/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
is connected with another by blood or marriage; a mem- 
ber of one’s family. 2. something having, or standing in, 
some relation to something else: English is a close rela- 
tive to Dutch. —adj. 3. (before a noun) considered or 
measured in relation to something else; comparative: the 
relative merits of gas and electric heating. 4. existing or 
having meaning only by relation to something else: 
Standards of good or bad are relative to the society in 
which one lives. 5. (before a noun] of or being a pro- 
noun, adverb, or adjective that introduces a subordinate 
clause and refers back to an expressed or implied word 
in the main or principal clause: The relative pronoun is 
who in the sentence “That was the woman who called”; 
the relative adverb is where in the sentence “This is the 
house where I was born.” 6. [before a noun] of or being 
a Clause introduced by a relative pronoun, adverb, or ad- 
jective. —Idiom. 7. relative to, in comparison with; 
when compared with: Our profits were up, relative to 
costs. See -tat-'. 

rel/ative humid/ity, n. [noncount] the amount of wa- 
ter vapor in the air, expressed as a percentage of the 
maximum amount that the air could hold at the given 
temperature. 

relea-tivesly (rela tiv 1é) /‘relotivliy/ adv. somewhat; 
comparatively: /f was relatively easy to see by the light of 
the full moon. See -vat'-. 

rel-activeisty (rel’/a tiv/i tē) /relo'tivitiy/ n. (moncount] 
1. the state or fact of being relative. 2. the two-part the- 
ory of Albert Einstein that mass and energy are equiva- 
lent, that space and time are relative concepts, and that 
gravitational and inertial forces are equivalent. See -taT’-. 

re-lax (ri laks’) /rr'laks/ v. 1. to (cause to) be made less 
tense, rigid, or firm: [~ + obj): a drug to relax the mus- 
cles. [no obj): Her muscles relaxed during sleep. 2. [~ + 
obj) to make less strict or severe: / can't relax the niles 
for anyone in the class. 3. to enjoy or bring relief from 
the effects of tension, anxiety, etc.: [no obj]: Come in, sit 
down and relax. [~ + obj): Maybe the quiet mmisic wilt 
relax you. —re-lax/er, n. [count] See -Lax-. 

re-lax-ant (ri lak/sant) /ri'laksant/ adj. 1. of, relating to, 
or causing relaxation. —n. [count] 2. a drug that relaxes, 
esp. one that lessens strain in muscles. See -LAx-. 

re-laxea-tion (ré/lak sa/shon) /,riylak'seyfan/ n. 1. 
[rroncount) relief from work, effort, etc.: a few moments 
of relaxation. 2. [count] an activity or recreation that pro- 
vides such relief; an entertainment: one of her favorite 
relaxations. 3. [noncount] a loosening; a becoming less 
tight: relaxation of the muscles as a result of the drug. 4. 
[noncount] the act of easing, or of making less strict or 
severe: fhe relaxation of academic standards. See -LAX-. 

re-laxed (ri lakst/) /ri'lakst/ adj. not worried; relieved 
from tension; loosened and no longer tight. See -Lax-. 

re-lax-ing (ri lak/sing) /ri'leksin/ adj. causing or bring- 
ing about a feeling of relaxation: a relaxing swim. See 
-LAX-. 

relay (ré/la; v. also ri la’) /‘riyley; v. alsp ri'ley/ n., pl. 
-lays, v., -layed, -lay-ing —n. [count] 1. a series of per- 
sons who take turns helping one another; a shift: We 
worked in relays. 2. a race in which each member of a 
team runs part way. 3. an electrical device that responds 
to a change of current or voltage in one circuit by making 
or breaking a connection in another. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
carry or send by or as if by relays: relaying a message. 
re-lease (ri lés’) /ri'liys/ v., -leased, -leas-ing, n. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to free from jail, burden, debt, pain, etc.; to 
let go. 2. to allow to be known, issued, published, broad- 
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cast, or exhibited: to release an article for publication. 3. 
to allow or cause (something) to fall, escape, etc.: The pi- 
lot flew over the target and released the bombs. —n. 4. 
[count] a freeing from jail, burden, debt, pain, emotional 
Strain, etc.: a release from alt his worries. 5. [count] any- 
thing that brings about such freeing or releasing. 6. 
{count] the act of letting something fall, escape, etc.: the 
release of the bombs. 7. [noncount] the act of letting 
something out for publication, performance, use, exhibi- 
tion, or sale. 8. [count] a film, book, record, etc., that is 
released. 9. [count] a statement issued to the press; a 
press release. 10. [count] a control mechanism for start- 
ing or stopping a machine. 

rel-e-gate (reli gat’) /religeyt/ v. [~ + obj (+ to + 
obj)], -gat-ed, -gat-ing. 1. to send (someone or some- 
thing) to a lower-ranking or worse position, place, or 
condition: The team relegated him to the minor leagues. 
2. to send or assign (a matter, task, etc.) to a person: 
They retegated the job of cleaning out the lockers to the 
Janitor. —rel-e-ga-tion (reli ga’shan) /,reli'geyfan/ n. 
(noncount] See -LEG-. 

re-lent (ri lent’) /ri'lent/ v. [no obj] 1. to soften in one’s 
feeling, temper, or determination; become more mild, 
compassionate, or forgiving: At fast he retented and for- 
gave them. 2. to become less severe; slacken: The hurri- 
cane finally relented. 

re-lent-less (ri lent/lis) /ri'lentlis/ adj. not giving in; un- 
relenting: refenttess pursuit. —re-lent/less-ly, adv. —re- 
lent/less-ness, n. (noncount] 

relevant (rel’a vant) /‘relavont/ adj. connected with 
the matter at hand; pertinent: a comment relevant to the 
topic. —rel’e-vance, rel’e-vanecy, n. [noncount): Your 
comments have no relevance. See -tev-. 

reclicarble (ri lia bal) /ri'layabal/ adj. capable of being 
relied on; always or often dependable in character, judg- 
ment, performance, or result: a retiable source of infor- 
mation, —re-lica-bil-i-ty (ri li/a bii tē) /ri,laya'bilitiy/ n. 
(noncount] —re-li/a-bly, adv. 

reclicance (ri lians) /ri'layans/ rm. [noncount] 1. confi- 
dent or trustful dependence: a child's reliance on his 
mother for comfort. 2. dependence: reliance on alcoho} 
to face problems. 

reslisant (ri li%ant) /ri'layant/ adj. [be + ~ + on/upon) 
depending on; dependent on; relying on: The armed 
forces had become retiant on increased defense budgets. 

rel-ic (relik) /‘relik/ n. [count] 1. something having in- 
terest because of its age or its connection with the past; 
a surviving trace of something. 2. a body part, or per- 
sonal object that belonged to a saint and that is kept as 
worthy of respect. 

re-lief’ (ri léf7) /ri'liyf/ n. 1. [noncount] the ending or 
lessening of pain, distress, worry, fear, etc.; alleviation: 
We desperately need retief from these difficulties. 2. a 
feeling of comfort or ease caused by the ending or stop- 
ping of pain or distress: (count; usually singular): What a 
relief it was to get home after a year of traveling. [non- 
count]: breathed a sigh of relief. 3. [noncount] money, 
food, or other help given to people in need. 4. [count] a 
person or persons who replace another at a post of duty. 
5. [count singular] the rescue of a town, fort, etc., that is 
under attack: the retief of the beleaguered city. 
—Idiom. 6. on relief, receiving financial support from a 
government agency. 

re-lief? (ri léf7) /ri'liyf/ n. 1. [noncount] the quality of 
being distinct because of contrast with the surrounding 
area: a red boat in strong relief against the bhie water. 2. 
[noncount] the standing out of a figure or part from the 
surface where it is formed, as in sculpture or similar 
work. 3. [count] a piece or work of art or sculpture with 
such a part standing out. See -tev-. 

re-lieve (ri lév’) /r'liyv/ v., -lieved, -liev-ing. 1. [~ + 
obj] to ease, lessen, or make less unpleasant: Aspirin 
may relieve the pain. 2. [~ + obj] to free from anxiety, 
fear, pain, etc.: We were relieved by the good news. 3. 
[~ + obj] to reduce (a pressure, load, weight, etc., on a 
device or object under stress): This device relieves the 
pressure on the wheels. 4. [~ + obj] to make less bor- 
ing Or monotonous by adding something different: 
Curtains retieved the drabness of the room. 5. to release 
or remove (a person on duty) by coming as or providing 
a substitute or replacement: [~ + obj]: The manager re- 
lieved his best pitcher. [~ + obj + of + obj): The first 
officer relieved the captain of his duty at the helm. 6. [~ 
+ obj + of + obj) Informal. to take from; rob: The thief 
relieved me of my wallet. —Idiom. 7. relieve oneself, 
to urinate or defecate. See -tev-. 

re-lieved (ri lévd’) /ri'liyvd/ adj. having received a feel- 
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ing of relief; glad: [be + ~ + to + verb]: We were re- 
lieved to hear the news. [be + ~ + that clause]: We 
were relieved that we would be going home in just a few 
days. See -LEV-. 

re-liegion (ri lij’an) /ri'lid3zan/ n. 1. [noncount) a set of 
beliefs concerning the cause, nature, and purpose of the 
universe, esp. when the universe is believed to have 
been created by a deity, and usually including ceremo- 
nies, prayers, and laws or codes of moral conduct. 2. 
[count] a certain set of such beliefs and practices ac- 
cepted by a number of persons: the religions of the 
world. See -LIG-. 

re-li-gious (ri lij/as) /ri'lid3os/ adj., n., pl. -gious. —adj. 
1. [before a noun) of, relating to, or concerned with reli- 
gion: a religious holiday. 2. filled with or showing reli- 
gion; pious; devout. 3. conscientious: religious attention 
to detail. —n. [count] 4. a member of a religious order. 
—re-li/gious-ly, adv. See -LIG-. 

re-linequish (ri ling’kwish) /ri'ligkwif/ v. [~ + obj], to 
surrender (a possession, right, claim, etc.); abandon; let 
go: to relinquish a throne. —re-lin’quish-ment, n. [non- 
count) 

rel-icquar-y (reli kwer/é) /'reli,\kweriy/ n. [count], pt 
-quar-ies. a container or other place for relics of a saint. 

relish (relish) /‘relif/ n. 1. pleasurable appreciation of 
anything; enjoyment; liking: [count; usually singular]: a 
relish for fast driving. [poncount): She listened with relish 
to the gossip. 2. something tasty or appetizing added to 
a meal, as olives, pickles, or a sweet or sour pickle made 
of various usually chopped vegetables: [noncount]: 
served hot dogs with relish. [count]: spicy relishes. —v. 
3. to take pleasure in; enjoy: [~ + obj}: He relishes ar- 
guments. [~ + verb-ing]: He relishes arguing. 

re-live (rē liv’) /riy'liv/ v. [~ + obj), -lived, -liv-ing. 1. 
to experience again: He relived every moment of the ad- 
venture as if it had happened yesterday. 2. to live again: 
You can't relive your life. —reeliv’a-ble, adj. 

re-lo-cate (rē Iō/kāt, rē kat’) /riy'lowkeyt, riy- 
low'keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to move to a different lo- 
cation; to change one’s residence or place of business; 
move: [~ + obj}: relocated his business in another City. 
[no obj}: She had to relocate last year. —re-lo-ca-tion 
(ré/lO kā/shən) /,riylow'keyfon/ n. Inoncount) See -Loc-. 

re-luc-tant (ri luk/tant) /ri'laktont/ adj. 1. unwilling; not 
inclined to do something: a reluctant candidate. 2. 
marked by hesitation or slowness because of unwilling- 
ness: a reluctant promise. —re-luc/tance, n. [non- 
count] —re-luc/tant-ly, adv.: He agreed reluctantly. 

re-ly (ri li/) /ri'‘lay/ v. [~ + on/upon + obj), -lied, -ly- 
ing. to put trust in: Can / rely on your support? 

rem (rem) /rem/ n. [count] the quantity of radiation 
whose biological effect is equal to that produced by one 
roentgen Of x-rays. 

reemain (ri man’) /ri'meyn/ v. 1. [mot: be + ~-ing] to 
continue to be as specified: [~ + adjective]: He re- 
mained loyal to his friends. [~ + obj]: He remained a 
bachelor for many years. 2. [no obj] to stay behind or in 
the same place: He remained at home while the others 
left. 3. [no obj] to be left after the removal, loss, or de- 
struction of all else: Few buildings rernain in that neigh- 
borhtood. 4. [no obj] to be left to be done, told, shown, 
etc.: [no obj]: Two questions remain. [~ + to + verb]: A 
few things remain to be done. —n. remains, [plural 5. 
something that remains or is left. 6. a. traces of some 
quality, condition, etc. b. a dead body; corpse. c. parts 
or substances remaining from animal or plant life: /ossil 
remains. See -MAN-°. 

re-main-der (ri man/dar) /ri'meyndor/ n. [count] 1. a 
remaining part: the remainder of the day. 2. Math. a. the 
quantity that is left after subtraction. b. the number that 
is left over after dividing two numbers evenly. 3. a book 
sold by its publisher at a reduced price when its sales 
have slowed down. 

reemand (ri mand’) /ritmend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. (of a 
court) to return (a prisoner or accused person) to cus- 
tody, so as to await further proceedings. 2. (of a case) to 
return to a lower court for further proceedings. See 
-MAND-. 

remark (ri mark’) /ri'murk/ v. 1. to say casually, as in 
making a comment; mention; make an observation: [~ 
+ that clase): He remarked that she was his best stnu- 
dent. [~ + on + obj): A few folks remarked on her ab- 
sence. [used with quotations): “You certainly look 
healthy,” he rernarked. —r. 2. (nonconnt] notice, com- 
ment, or mention: an act worthy of remark. 3. [count] a 
casual or brief saying, statement, or observation; com- 
ment. 
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re-mark-easble (ri mär/kə bal) /ri'markabal/ adj. very 
notable or obviously unusual; noteworthy: a remarkable 
hat; an ability that is remarkable. —re-emark/arbly, adv. 
: a remarkably fine day. 

re-me-di-al (ri mē/dē al) /ri'miydiyal/ adj. 1. intended 
to improve one’s health. 2. intended to improve poor 
skills in a specified field: a remediat reading course. 3. 
intended to improve anything: sorne remedial steps to 
stop the loss of profits. —re-me/di-al-ly, adv. 

rem-e-dy (rem/i dé) /‘remidiy/ n., pł. -dies, v., -died, 
-dy-ing. —n. [count] 1. something, as a medicine, that 
cures or relieves a disease or anything wrong with the 
body. 2. something that corrects or removes an evil, er- 
ror, or undesirable condition. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cure 
or relieve: to remedy an illness. 4. to restore to the 
proper condition; put right: fo remedy a problem. 

re-mem-ber (ri mem/bar) /ri'!membor/ v. 1. to recall to 
the mind; think of again: [~ + obj]: I can remember my 
old phone nuinber. [~ + verb-ing]: | remember giving 
you your allowance. [no obj): having trouble remember- 
ing. 2. to keep in mind; remain aware oi ([ ar & an 
verb); She remembered to bring her umbrella. [no obj): 
Remember, I'll see you at 2:00. [~ + (that) clause): Re- 
member that I'll always love you. 3. to have (something) 
come into the mind again: [~ + obj]: I just remembered 
our date. [~ + (that) clause]: She rernembered that she 
had left her son home all alone. 4. [~ + obj] to keep or 
bear (a person) in mind to receive a gift, reward, or fee: 
The company always remembers us at Christmas. 5. [~ 
+ obj + to + obj) to mention (a person) to another as 
sending kindly greetings: Remember me to your family. 
See -MEM-. 

resmem-brance (ri mem/brans) /ri'membrons/ n. 1. 
[count] a memory; a mental impression kept in the 
mind. 2. [noncount] the act or fact of remembering; the 
state of being remembered; commemoration. 3. [count] 
memento: The ring was a remembrance of our friend- 
ship. 4. remembrances, [plural] greetings; respects. 
See -MEM-. 

reemind (ri mind’) /ri'maynd/ v. 1. to cause (a person) 
to remember: [~ + obj]: If you remind me, I might re- 
member. [~ + obj + to + verb): Remind me to call 
home. [~ + obj + of + obj): I'll remind you of that. [~ 
+ obj + (that) clause): Must I remind you that we have 
no money left? 2.[~ + obj + of + obj] to cause (a per- 
son) to think (of someone or something): She reminds 
me of my mother. —reemind/er, n. [count] See -MEM-. 

remeienisce (rem/a nis’) /,remo'nis/ v. [no obj], -nisced, 
-nisceing. to recall or talk about past experiences, 
events, etc. 

rem-ienisecence (rem/a nis’ans) /,remoa'nisons/ n. 1. 
the act or process of recalling past experiences, events, 
etc.: [moncount): an evening of reminiscence. (count): 
reminiscences of early days. 2. Often, reminiscences. 
[plural] an account of memorable experiences. 

reminiscent (rem/a nis’ant) /,remo'nisont/ adj. [be 
+ ~ + of) causing a feeling of remembering; suggestive: 
a perfume reminiscent of spring. See -MEN-. 

remiss (ri mis’) /rt'mis/ adj. [be + ~] careless; negli- 
gent: / would be remiss in my duties if | did not welcome 
our guest, See -MIs-. 

reemis-sion (ri mish’an) /ri'mifan/ n. 1. [poncount) the 
act of remitting. 2. pardon; forgiveness: [noncount): 
prayed for the remission of sin. [count]: a remission of 
one’s sins. 3. the act of lessening the length of a prison 
sentence: [count]: a remission of one year for good be- 
havior. [noncount]: an appeal for remission. 4, a. [nor- 
count] a temporary or permanent decrease in the signs 
of a disease, as cancer. b. [count] a period during which 
such a decrease occurs: a six-month remission. See 
-MIS-. 

remit (ri mit’) /ri'mit/ v. [~ + obj], -mit-ted, -mit-ting. 
to send (money, a check, etc.), usually in payment: 
Please remit your rent by the first of the month. See 
-MIT-. 

re-emit-tance (ri mit/ans) /ri'mitons/ n. [count] an 
amount of money sent, usually as payment. See -mMIT-. 

remenant (rem/nant) /‘remnont/ n. [count] 1. a remain- 
ing, usually small part or number of something. 2. a 
small unsold or unused piece of fabric. 3. a trace of 
something; vestige: reruinartts of pride. See -MAN?-. 

reemod-el (rē mod’l) /riy'modl/ v. [~ + obj], -eled, -el- 
ing or (esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. to change (something) 
in structure Or form; reconstruct; make over: They re- 
modeled their kitchen. See -Moo-. 

re-mon-strance (ri mon/strans) /ri'monstrons/ m. 1. 
[nonconunt] an act or instance of protesting. 2. [count] a 
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protest: deaf to remonstrances. —resmon/strant, adj. 
See -MONSTR-. 

reemon-strate (ri monstrāt) /ri'mnnstreyt/ v., 
-Strat-ed, -strat-ing. to argue or protest in objection or 
complaint: [no obj; (~ + about + obj): Me rermon- 
strated about their rudeness. [~ + that clause): He re- 
monstrated that they were rude. See -MONSTR-. 

remorse (ri mors’) /ri'mors/ n. [noncount) deep regret 
for having done something wrong: The kitler seerned to 
have no remorse for what he had done. —re-morse/ful, 
adj. —re-morse/ful-ly, adv. 

re-morse-less (ri mors/lis) /ri'morslis/ adj. 1. having no 
remorse: a remorseless criminal. 2. steady; relentless: a 
remorseless attack. —re-morse/less¢ly, adv. 

remote (ri mot’) /ri'mowt/ adj., -mot-er, -mot-est, n. 
—adj. 1. far away; far distant in space: a rernote galaxy. 
2. not near well-populated areas; secluded: arriving at 
the remote village after weeks of walking and canoeing. 
3. distant in time, relationship, connection, etc.: in re- 
mote antiquity; a remote ancestor. 4. not direct or pri- 
mary: the remote causes of the war. 5. slight; unlikely: a 
remote chance they might hear our faint radio signals. 6. 
reserved in manner: She was polite but very rernote 
when | met her. 7. operating or controlled from a dis- 
tance, as by remote control: remote operation of machin- 
ery. —n. [count] 8. a broadcast originating from outside 
a radio or television studio. 9. REMOTE ConTROL (def. 2). 
—re-mote/ness, n. [noncoint) See -mot-. 

remote’ control’, n. 1. (noncount] control of an ap- 
paratus from a distance, as of a guided missile by radio 
signals. 2. [count] a device used to control the operation 
of an apparatus or machine, as a television set, from a 
distance. 

re-emote-ly (ri mōt/lē) /ritmowtliy/ adv. 1. in a remote 
manner: She stared rernotely into space. 2. Slightly; 
faintly: He's not even remotely interested in your excuses. 

resmoveal (ri m6d0/val) /ri'muwvol/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
act of removing. 2. dismissal from an office or from a 
position. See -mov-. 

remove (ri mdov’) /ri'muwv/ v. [~ + obj), -moved, 
-mov-ing. 1. to move or shift from a place or position: 
removed her hands from the steering wheel. 2. to take 
off; shed: to remove one’s jacket. 3. to dismiss from a 
position; discharge: removed her from her job. 4. to 
eliminate; do away with or put an end to: to remove the 
threat of danger. 5. to kill; assassinate: He removed 
most of his rivals to the throne. —re-mov/a-ble, adj. 
See -mMov-. 

reemoved (ri mddvd/) /ri'muwvd/ adj. 1. [be + ~ dis- 
tant or greatly different from: Her policies are far re- 
moved from mine. 2. [afler a noun; with a number word] 
related to another by a certain degree: A first cousin once 
removed is the child of one’s first cousin. See -mMov-. 

reemu-ner-ate (ri mydo/ne rat’) /ri'myuwna,reyt/ v. [7 
+ obj), -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to pay, pay back, or reward for 
work, trouble, etc.: Naturally we wilt remunerate you for 
your work on the project. 2. to pay for in money or the 
equivalent: Naturally your writing and research wilt be re- 
munerated. —re-musnereartion (ri mydo/ra’shan) 
/rimyuw'reyfan/ n. [noncount] —reemuener-astive (ri- 
myoo/ner ə tiv, -nə ra/tiv) /ri'myuwnoroativ, -no,reytiv/ 


adj. 
Ren-ais-sance (ren/a sdns/, -zäns/, ren’a sans’, -zans/) 
/rena'sans, -'zans, ‘rena,sans, -,zans/ n. 1. [proper 


noun; the + ~] the activity, spirit, or time of the great re- 
vival of art, literature, and learning in Europe beginning 
in the 14th century and extending to the 17th century. 2. 
(count; usually singular; usually: renaissance] any similar 
revival, renewal, or rebirth, as in the world of art and 
learning. —adj. (before a noun) 3. of, relating to, or sug- 
gesting the European Renaissance. See -NAT-. 

reenal (rén/1) /‘riynl/ adj. of or relating to the kidneys or 
the surrounding regions: renal failure. 

resname (rē nam/) /riy'ncym/ v. [~ + obj], -named, 
-nam-ing. to give another name: They renamed the ave- 
nue in her honor. 

re-nas-cent (ri nas’ant, -nā/sənt) /ri'nasont, -'neysont/ 
adj. being reborn; springing again into life or being. See 
-NAT-. 

rend (rend) /rend/ v. [~ + obj), rent (rent) /rent/ rend: 
ing. 1. to separate into parts with great force or sudden- 
ness; tear or rip apart: As a sign of his grief and rage the 
high priest rent his garments. 2. to disturb (the air) 
sharply with noise: Her sharp screains rent the air. 3. to 
distress (the heart) with painful feelings. —rend/er, n. 
[count] 

-rend-, root. -rend- comes from Latin, where it has the 
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meaning “give.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
RENDER, RENDITION, SURRENDER. 

ren-der (ren/dər) /'rendər/ v. 1. [~ + obj + adjective] 
to cause (something) to be or become (something else); 
make: The blow to the head rendered hin unconscious. 
2. to furnish; provide; help: [~ + obj): to render aid. [~ 
+ obj + obj): You've rendered us a valuable service. 3. 
to pay (someone) as due (money, a tax, tribute, etc.): [~ 
+ obj): to render taxes to the Empire. {~ + obj + obj): 
fo render the government the money you owe. 4. [~ + 
obj) to translate into another language: to render the 
fairy tale from German into English. 5. [~ + obj] to re- 
present, interpret, or show in drawing, painting, perform- 
ing, or acting: to render a landscape in bright hues; to 
render a song. 6. [~ + obj] to melt down: to render fat. 
See -REND-. 

ren-dez-vous (rän/də voo/, -da-) /'randə,vuw, -dey-/ n., 
pl. -vous (-v00z/) /-,vuwz/ v., -voused (vood’) /,vuwd/ 
-voussing (-voo/ing) /-,vuwin/. —n. [count] 1. an agree- 
ment to meet at a certain time and place. 2. the meeting 
itself. 3. a place designated for a meeting or assembling, 
esp. of troops or ships. 4. a popular gathering place. 
—v. [no obj) 5. to assemble at a rendezvous: The couple 
rendezvoused at their favorite tavern. See -REND-. 

renedi-tion (ren dish’an) /ren'difan/ n. [count] 1. the act 
of rendering. 2. a translation. 3. an interpretation or per- 
formance, as of a role in a play or a piece of music. See 
-REND-. 

ren-e-gade (ren/i gad’) /‘reni,geyd/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son who deserts one country, party, cause, belief, etc., 
for another. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or like a rene- 
gade or a traitor. See -NEG-. 

renege (ri nig’, -neg’, -nég/) /ri'nig, -'neg, -'niyg/ v. 
[no obj; (~ + on + obj], -neged, -neg-ing. to go back 
on one’s word: He has reneged on his promise. —ree 
neg/er, n. [count] See -NEG-. 

re-new (ri nd0/, -nyoo’) /ri'nuw, -'nyuw/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to begin or take up again; resume: to renew a friendship. 
2. to make (as a license, passport, etc.) effective for an 
additional period. 3. to make, say, or do again: The army 
renewed its attacks. 4. to recover youth, strength, etc.: 
She felt renewed after a skiing trip. 5. to restore to a for- 
mer state esp. so as to be used again: We need to renew 
our resources. —re-new/a-ble, adj. 

re-new/al (ri no0’al, -nydo’-) /ri'nuwol, -'nyuw-/ n. the 
act or state of renewing or of being renewed: [noncount): 
a contract due for renewal. [count]: passport renewals. 

resnounce (ri nouns’) /riinawns/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nounced, -nounc-ing. 1. to give up or put aside (a title, 
claim, belief, etc.): He renounced his claim to the throne. 
2. to declare that another is no longer welcome or part 
of one’s family; repudiate; disown: to renounce his only 
son. See -NOUNCE-. 

ren-o-vate (ren’a vat’) /'rena,veyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-vat-ed, -vat-ing. to restore to good condition; to make 
like new: They bought an old house and renovated it. 
—ren-o-vartion (ren’a va/shan) /,reno'veyfon/ n. inon- 
count): high renovation costs. [count]: extensive renova- 
tions. —ren/o-va/tor, n. [count] See -nov-. 

reenown (ri noun’) /ri'nawn/ n. [noncount] widespread 
fame: a scholar of great renown. —reenowned/’, adj.: a 
renowned musician; renowned for his paintings. 

rent’ (rent) /rent/ n. 1. a payment made on a regular 
basis to the owner of land or other property, for the right 
to live in or use the property: [poncount]: How much do 
you pay in rent every month? He paid tore rent than he 
had to. [count]: Rents are high. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to pay 
money for the use of (real estate, machinery, etc.) to the 
landlord or owner: / rented a srnall apartrnent. 3. to al- 
low the possession and use of (real estate, machinery, 
etc.) in return for payment of rent: [~ + obj]: The lodge 
wilt rent skis for the day. [~ (+ out) + obj + to + obj): 
She rented (out) a smalt apartinent to me. [~ + obj (+ 
out) + to + obj): The company wilt not rent cars (out) to 
anyone under 18 years old. [~ + obj + obj): She rented 
me the apartrnent. —Idiom. 4. for rent, available to 
be rented. —rent’er, n. [count] 

rent? (rent) /rent/ n. [count] an opening or large tear 
made by rending. 

rent? (rent) /rent/ v. pt. and pp. of REND. 

rental (ren/tl) /rent!/ n. [count] 1. an amount received 
or paid as rent. 2. the act of renting. 3. something of- 
fered or given for rent. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of, relat- 
ing to, or available for rent: rental property. 

re-nun-Ci-a-tion (ri nun/sé ashan, -Shē-) 
Iri nansiy'eyfon, -fiy-/ n. [noncount] an act or instance 
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of renouncing something, as a right, title, job, person, or 
ambition. See -NUNC-. 

re-o-pen (rē 5/pan) /riy'owpan/ v. 1. to open again: [~ 
+ obj]: He reopened his bar after the fire. [no obj): The 
bar reopened last week. 2. to start or begin again: [~ + 
obj): The two sides reopened their discussions. (no obj): 
Negotiations between the two sides reopened today. 

re-or-gan-ize (rē 6r/ga niz) /riy'orgonayz/ v., -ized, -iz- 
ing. to organize again, esp. to make more efficient: [~ 
+ obj]: to reorganize the company. {no obj): The com- 
pany needs to reorganize. —re-or-gan-i-za-tion (ré/6r- 
gə ni za/shan) /riyorgoni'zeyfon/ n. (count): went 
through several reorganizations. [noncount). Reorganiza- 
tion may not save this Company. See -ORGA-. 

rep! (rep) /rep/ n. [count] Informal. a representative of a 
company, as a salesperson. 

rep? (rep) /rep/ n. [count] a repertory theater or com- 
pany. 

Rep., an abbreviation of: 1. representative. 2. republic. 
3. Republican. 

repair’ (ri par’) /ri'pear/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to restore to a 
good condition after damage or decay; fix: Can you re- 
pair this old computer? 2. to make up for; compensate 
for; remedy: tried to repair the damage done to our rep- 
utation. —n. 3. an act, instance, operation, or result of 
repairing: [plural]: The brakes need repairs. (noncount): 
in need of repair. 4. [noncount] condition with respect to 
soundness and usability: a house in good (or bad) repair. 
—re-pair/a-ble, adj. See -PaRE-’. 

re-pair’ (ri par’) /ri'pear/ v. [no obj] to go to a place: He 
repaired in haste to Washington. 

repair-man (ri par’man/, -mən) /ri'peor,man, -mon/ n. 
[count], pl. -men (-men/, -man) /-,men, -mon/. a person 
whose occupation is the making of repairs. 

rep-arrastion (rep’a ra’shan) /repa'reyfan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of repaying or of making up for losses, 
wrong acts, or injuries. 2. Usually, reparations. [plural] 
the money or other payment made by a defeated nation 
to the victor for loss suffered during war. See -PARE'-. 

rep-ar-tee (rep/ar té/, -tā/, -ar-) /,repor'tiy, -‘tey, -ar-/ 
n, ph -tees. l. (count) a quick, witty reply. 2. [non- 
count] the use of such replies; conversation full of such 
replies. See -PAR-. 

re-past (ri past’) /ri'pwxst/ n. [count] food and drink for 
a meal; a meal. 

re-partri-ate (v. rē pa/tré at’; n. -it; esp. Brit. -pa’-) / v. 
riy'peytriy,cyt; n. -it; esp. Brit. -'px-/ v., -at-ed, -at-ing, 
n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to send back (a prisoner of war, a 
refugee, etc.) to his or her country. 2. [~ + obj] to send 
back (profits or other assets) to one’s own country. 3 
[no obj] to return to one’s own country, esp. after living 
abroad. —n. (courit] 4. a person who has been repatri- 
ated. —re-pa-tri-a-tion (rē pa/tre ashan) 
Iriy,peytriy'eyfən/ n. (noncount] See -PATR-. 

re-pay (ri pa’) /ri'pey/ v., -paid, -pay-ing. 1. to pay back 
or refund, such as money owed: [~ + obj]: Repay the 
five dollars you owe him. (~ + obj + obj]: Repay him 
his money. 2. [~ + obj] to make return for or to in any 
way: to repay a compliment with a smile. —re-pay’a- 
ble, adj. —re-pay/ment, n. (nonconnt): a repayment for 
all your help. (count): monthly repayments. 

re-peal (ri pél’) /ri'piyl/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to do away with 
officially or formally; cancel: The county repealed the in- 
crease ir taxes. —n. [count] 2. the act of repealing. See 
-PEL-. 

re-peat (ri pet’) /ri'piyt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to say or do 
again: He repeated his words. If you don't learn from 
your mistakes you are likely to repeat theni. 2. to utter 
after another person has uttered words, inflections, etc.: 
[~ + obj): Now repeat the Latin formis of the verb “to be” 
after trie. (used witli quotations]: Now, repeat, “Sum, es, 
est, smnus, estis, sunt.” 3. {~ + obj] to tell (something 
heard) to another: / asked her not to repeat what I was 
about to tell her. 4 [~ + obj] to undergo again: History 
seems to repeat itself 5. [no obj] to appear again in 
taste after being eaten: Onions always seem to repeat on 
me. —r. [comrt) 6. the act of repeating. 7. something 
repeated, as a television program that has been broad- 
cast at least once before. —re-peat/er, n. (courit] See 
-PET-. 

re-peat-ed (ri pe/tid) /ri'piytid/ adj. [before a nour) 
done or said again and again: repeated attempts. —re- 
peat/ed-ly, adv.: She wartied us repeatedly. 

re-pel (ri pel’) /ri'pel/ v. [~ + obj], -pelled, -pel-ling. 1. 
to drive or force back (an assailant, invader, etc.): The 
army repelled the last invasiori. 2. to fail to mix with: Wa- 
ter atid oil repel cach other. 3. to resist the absorption 
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of: This coat repels rain. 4. to cause a feeling of distaste 
or dislike: She was repelled by his bad manners. 5. to 
push away by a force (opposed to attract): The north 
pole of one magnet wilt repel the north pole of another. 
See -PEL-. 

re-pel-lent or re-pel-lant (ri pel’ant) /r'pelont/ adj. 1. 
causing distaste or dislike; repulsive: repellent behavior. 
2. resistant to something (often used in combination): a 
water-repellent raincoat. —n. 3. something that repels or 
increases resistance to something: [count]: an insect re- 
pellent. (noncount): spraying insect repellent everywhere. 
See -PEL-. 

repent (ri pent’) /ri'pent/ v. to feel regretful or sorry for 
(something one has done): {~ + of + obj]: to repent of 
an act. [~ + obj]: He repented his angry words. —re» 
pent-ance (ri pen/tns) /ri'pentns/ n. (noncount): repent- 
ance for one’s sins. —re-pent/ant, adj. See -PEN-. 

reper cussion (ré/per kush/en, rep/ar-)  /,riyp- 
or'kafon, ,repor-/ n. [count] an effect or result of some 
previous action or event: The assassination had far- 
reaching political repercussions. 

rep-er-toire (rep/ar twar’, -twor’, rep/a-) /‘repor,twar, 
-twor, 'repo-/ n. [count] 1. all the works that a perform- 
ing company or an artist is prepared to present, or that 
exist in a certain field. 2. the skills, techniques, devices, 
offerings, etc., that a person has or needs: had a reper- 
toire of quick answers to any complaints. See -PARE?-. 

rep-er-to-ry (rep/ar tdr/é, -tdr/é) /‘repor,toriy, -,towriy/ 
n. (count), pl. -ries. 1. a theatrical practice in which a 
company performs several works during one season. 2. 
Also called rep’ertory com/pany. a theatrical company 
that presents productions in this manner. 3. REPERTOIRE. 
See -PARE-?. 

rep-e-ti-tion (rep/i tish’an) /,repr'tifon/ n. the act of re- 
peating; a repeated action or performance: ([noncount): 
avoided unnecessary repetition in his essays. (count): 
many repetitions, See -PET-. 

rep-e-ti-tious (rep’i ti/shas) /,repr'tifas/ adj. full of rep- 
etition: a boring, repetitious account of their vacation 
trip. See -PET-. 

re-pet-i-tive (ri pet/i tiv) /ri'petitrv/ adj. having or 
showing repetition: the same boring, repetitive lessons. 
See -PET-. 

re-phrase (rē fraz/) /riy'freyz/ v. [~ + obj], -phrased, 
-phras-ing. to ask, say, or put into words differently. 

re-place (ri plas’) /ri'pleys/ v. [~ + obj], -placed, -plac- 
ing. 1. to take on the function or duties of; substitute for; 
take the place of: Computers have replaced typewriters in 
most offices. 2. to provide a substitute or equivalent for: 
to replace a broken dish. 3. to restore to or put back in 
the proper place: He replaced the book on the shelf. 
—re-place/a-ble, adj. 

re-place-ment (ri plas’meant) /ri'pleysmont/ n. 1. (non- 
count] the act of replacing. 2. [count] someone or some- 
thing that takes the place of another. 

re-play (v. rē pla’; n. ré/pla’) / v. riy'pley; n. 'riy,pley/ v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to play again, as a record or tape. 2. to 
play again, as a game or match. —n. [count] 3. an act or 
instance of replaying. 

re-pleneish (ri plenish) /ri'plenif/ v. [~ + obj] to make 
full or complete again; fill again: replenished the refriger- 
ator with food. —re-plen/ishement, n. (noncount) See 
-PLEN-. 

re-plete (ri plet’) /ri'pliyt/ adj. 1. well or fully supplied: 
a speech replete with humor. 2. well fed. —re-ple/tion, 
n. (noncount] See -PLET-. 

repeli-ca (rep/li ka) /'replikə/ n. [count], pl. -cas. a close 
copy or reproduction, as of a work of art. See -PLIc-. 

rep-liecate (n. repli kit; v. -kat’) / n. 'replikit; v. -,keyt/ 
v., -cat-ed, -cat-ing. to repeat, duplicate, or reproduce: 
[~ + obj): to replicate a chemical experiment. (no obj): 
Viruses can replicate in the bloodstream. See -PLic-. 

rep-li-ca-tion (rep/li kā/shən) /repli'keyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] a copy; replica. 2. [noncount] the act or process 
of replicating, esp. in a scientific experiment. 

resply (ri pli) /ri'play/ v., -plied, -ply-ing, n., pi. -plies. 
—v. 1. to give an answer in words or writing; respond: 
[no obj): to reply to a question. [~ + that clause): He re- 
plied that no one would go. 2. [no obj] to respond by 
some action: to reply to the enemy's fire by firing back. 
—n. [count] 3. a response in words or writing: received a 
reply to her letter. 4. a response in the form of some ac- 
tion: Their reply was a salvo from the huge guns. 
—Idiom. 5. in reply, in an answer: What did you say in 
reply? See -PLIc-. 

re-port (ri port’, -port/) /ri'port, -'powrt/ n. [count] 1. a 
detailed account of an event, situation, etc., usually 
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based on what one has observed or asked questions 
about and written or said formally: a report on the state 
of the wortd. 2. an item of news; rumor; gossip. 3. a 
loud noise, as from an explosion. —v. 4. to tell as the 
results of one’s observation or investigation: [~ + obj): 
He just reported the facts. [~ + (that) clause]: reported 
that he had confessed to betraying his country. (~ + on 
+ obj): He reported on the facts. 5. [~ + obj] to give a 
formal account or statement of: was happy to report a 
profit for the year. 6. [~ + obj] to make a charge 
against (a person), usually to a supervisor or other per- 
son having authority: She reported him to the dean for 
cheating. 7. [~ + obj] to make known the presence, ab- 
sence, condition, etc., of: to report an aircraft missing. 8. 
[no Obj) to make one’s condition or whereabouts known, 
as to a person in authority: He felt dizzy so hie reported 
sick. 9. [no obj) to present oneself as ordered: Reporting 
for duty, sir. 10. [(no Obj); ~ + to] to be under the su- 
pervision of: The corporal reports to the sergeant. 11. to 
write an account such as for publication in a newspaper: 
[~ + obj): reported the story in a front-page article. (no 
obj): reporting on a story. See -PorRT-. 

re-port-age (ri pOr/tij, -pōr/-, rep/ôr tazh’, -ar-) 
/ri'portid3, -'powr-, ,repor'ta3, -ar-/ n. [noncount] the act 
or technique of reporting news. See -PORT-. 

report’ card’, n. [count] a written report of a pupil's 
grades and behavior, issued at regular times. See -PORT-. 

re-port-ed-ly (ri pOr/tid lē, -pOr/-) /ri'portidliy, -'powr-/ 
adv. according to reports: The president is reportedly 
suffering from a cold. See -Port-. 

re-port-er (ri pôr/tər, -pōr/-) /ri'portor, -'powr-/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who reports. 2. a person whose job 
is to gather and report news, such as for a newspaper or 
television station. 3. a person who prepares official 
reports or transcripts, as of legal or legislative 
proceedings. See -PorT-. 

re-port-ing (ri pOr/ting, -pOr/-) /ri'portig, -'powr-/ n. 
(noncount] 1. the act of reporting. 2. the act or job of 
gathering news and writing stories, as for a newspaper. 
See -PORT-. 

re-pose’ (ri pOz’) /ri'powz/ n., v., -posed, -pos:ing. —n. 
(noncount) 1. the state of being at rest; sleep. 2. peace 
or tranquillity; calm. —v. [no obj] 3. to lie down or be at 
rest, as from work or activity; lie and be peacefully calm 
and quiet. 4. to lie dead. —re-pose/ful, adj. See -pos-. 

repose’ (ri pōz/) /ri'powz/ v. [~ + obj], -posed, -pos: 
ing. to put (confidence, trust, etc.) in a person or thing. 
See -Pos-. 

repository (ri poz/i tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /ri'pozi,toriy, 
-towriy/ n. [count], pl. -tor-ies. 1. a container or place 
where things are deposited and stored. 2. an abundant 
source or supply: She is a repository of interesting trivia. 
See -POS-. 

re-pos-sess (ré/pa zes’) /,riypa'zes/ v. [~ + obj] to 
take possession of again, esp. for nonpayment of money 
due. —re/’pos:ses’sion (-zesh’an) /-'zefon/ n. (non- 
count] 

rep-re-henesi-ble (rep’ri hen/sə bal) /,repri'hensabol/ 
adj. bad or evil enough to deserve blame or rebuke: rep- 
rehensible behavior. —rep/re-hen/si-bly, adv. See -PRE- 
HEND-. 

rep-re-sent (rep/ri zent?) /,repri'zent/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to 
stand for, as a word or symbol does; symbolize: tn this 
story the black bird represents evil. 2. [~ + obj) to ex- 
press or designate by some symbol, character, or the 
like: to represent musicat sounds by notes. 3. [~ + obj) 
to stand or act in place of, as an agent or substitute, or 
on behalf of. 4. [~ + obj + as + obj] to impersonate, 
as in acting; to pretend to be: He represented himself as 
an expert in Egyptian art, and everyone believed him. 5. 
[~ + obj] to be the equivalent of or to correspond to; to 
serve as an example of: His actions represent a bold new 
departure from politics as usual. 

rep-re-sen-ta-tion (rep’ri zen ta’shan, -zan-) /,re- 
prizen'teyfon, -zon-/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of repre- 
senting, or the state of being represented. 2. [count] the 
act of producing something in visible form, as a picture, 
figure, statue, etc.: a life-size representation of the 
mayor. 3. Often, representations. [plural] statements of 
things said to be true. —rep’re-sen-ta/tion-al, adj. 
rep-re-sent-a-tive (rep/ri zen/ta tiv) /repri'zentoti/ n. 
[count] 1. a person or thing that represents another or 
others. 2. a person who represents a certain group of 
people or a community in a law-making body, esp. a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives or of the 
lower house in certain state legislatures. 3. a typical ex- 
ample of something: thought of him as a representative 
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of the modern executive. —adj. 4. serving to represent; 
representing; including typical members of a certain pop- 
ulation: a representative group to see the mayor. 9. (be- 
fore a noun] of, characterized by, or based on represen- 
tation of the people in government: a representative 
democracy. 6. being a typical example of a group or 
kind; typical: /s this painting representative of your work? 

re-press (ri pres’) /ri‘pres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to check or 
inhibit (actions or desires): repressed a sneeze. 2. to 
hold down and control (persons) unfairly or evilly: to re- 
Press one’s civit rigtits. 3. to keep down or hold back 
(memories, emotions, Or impulses) unconsciously: to re- 
press his fantasies. —re-pres-sion (ri  presh’an) 
/ri'prefan/ n. (noncount] —re-pres/sive, adj. See 
-PRESS-. 

re-prieve (ri prév/) /ri'priyv/ v., -prieved, -priev-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj) 1. to delay the coming or expected pun- 
ishment Or sentence of (a condemned person): The gov- 
ernor reprieved the prisoner on death row. —n. (count) 
2. an official order or formal authorization to delay or 
cancel punishment, esp. execution. 3. any temporary re- 
lief from something bad. 

rep-riemand (rep/ra mand’; v. also rep’ra mand’) /'re- 
pro,mend; v. ælso jrepra!mend/ n. [count] 1. a severe 
scolding or act of placing blame for wrongdoing, esp. a 
formal or official one. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to scold or 
blame (someone) severely. 

re-print (v. rē print’, n. ré/print’) / v. riy'print, n. 
'riy,print/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to print again: The book was 
reprinted twice. —n. [count] 2. a reissue of something al- 
ready in print. 

re-priseal (ri pri’zal) /ri'prayzoal/ n. an act against one’s 
enemy of causing equal or greater injuries as a reaction 
or answer to the injuries done to oneself: [count]: actions 
met by reprisats. [noncount]: actions taken in reprisal. 
See -PRIS-. 

reprise (rə préz’) /ro'priyz/ n., v. -prised, -pris-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a repeated occurrence, esp. a repetition 
of a musical theme. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to repeat: to re- 
prise the waltz tune. See -PRIS-. 

re-proach (ri proch’) /ri'prowtf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to find 
fault with (a person, group, etc.); to criticize severely; 
blame. —n. 2. [noncount] blame; disapproval: a term of 
reproach. 3. [count] an expression of, or words that ex- 
press, such blame. —re-proach/ful, adj. —re-proach/- 
ful-ly, adv. 

rep-ro-bate (rep/ra bat’) /'repro,beyt/ n. [count] 1. a 
wicked person. —adj. 2. wicked; evil. See -PROB-. 

re-pro-duce (rē/prə ddos’, -dydos’) /,riypro'duws, 
-'dyuws/ v., -duced, -duc-ing. 1. to make a copy or 
close imitation of; duplicate: [~ + obj]: The tape repro- 
duced the sound of the conversation fairly well. [no obj): 
That low-quality tape machine reproduces badty. 2. [~ + 
obj] to produce, form, or bring about again or once 
more by any process: Scientists will want to reproduce 
that experiment. 3. to produce one or more other young 
individuals of (a given kind of organism) by some process 
of generation, sexual or asexual: [~ + oneself\: Some 
animals reproduce themselves by laying eggs. [no obj): tf 
an animal can't reproduce, its species will not survive. 
—re/pro-duc/i-ble, adj. —re-pro-duc-tive (ré/pra duk/- 
tiv) /,riypra'daktiv/ adj. See -puc-. 

re-pro-duc-tion (ré’/pra duk/shan) /,riypro'dakfon/ n. 1. 
(noncount] the act or process of reproducing; the state of 
being reproduced. 2. [nmoncount] the process by which 
living things generate or produce new or young living 
things: sexual reproduction. 3. [count] something made 
by reproducing; a copy or duplicate. See -puc-. 
re-proof (ri proof’) /ri'pruwf/ n. 1. (noncount) the act of 
criticizing, blaming, or correcting. 2. [count] an expres- 
sion of such criticism, blame, or correction. See -PROv-. 
re-prove (ri proov’) /ri'pruwv/ v. [~ + obj], -proved, 
-prov-ing. 1. to criticize or correct, esp. gently. 2. to ex- 
press strong disapproval of; blame; criticize sharply. 
—re-prov/ing:ly, adv. 

rep-tile (rep/til, -til) /reptil, -tayl/ n. (cont) any air- 
breathing animal having a backbone, a heart with three 
chambers, a completely bony skeleton, and a covering of 
dry scales or horny plates: Reptiles include snakes, tiz- 
ards, turtles, and crocodites. —rep-stil-ican (rep til/ē an) 
/rep'tiltyan/ adj. 

re-pubselic (ri pub/lik) /ri'pablik/ n. [count] 1. a state 
which is governed by representatives who are chosen by 
citizens in elections. 2. a state in which the head of gov- 
ernment is not a monarch and is usually an elected pres- 
ident. 

re-pubeliecan (ri pub/li kan) /ri'pablikan/ adj. 1. of, re- 
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lating to, or of the nature of a republic. 2. favoring a re- 
public. 3. [Republican] of or relating to the Republican 
Party. —n. [count] 4. a person who favors a republican 
form of government. 5. [Republican] a member of the 
Republican Party. —re-pub/li-can-ism, n. [noncount] 

Repub/lican Par/ty, n. [proper noun; usually: the + 
~] one of the two major political parties in the U.S., first 
organized (1854-56) to restrict slavery. 

re-puedi-ate (ri pydo’dé at’) /ri'pyuwdiy,cyt/ v. [~ + 
obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to reject as having no authority 
or binding force: to repudiate the claims of ownership. 2. 
to disown; to refuse to have any connection with (a per- 
son): to repudiate a son. 3. to reject and disapprove, 
condemn, or deny: to repudiate an accusation that he 
was the killer. —re-puedi-a-tion (ri pyoo’de a/’shan) 
/ri'pyuwdiy'eyfan/ n. [noncount] 

re-pugenance (ri pug/nans) /ri'pagnons/ n. [noncount] 
a feeling of strong dislike. See -PUGN-. 

re-pug-nant (ri pug/nent) /ri'pagnoant/ adj. causing a 
feeling of strong dislike; repellent: Killing was repugnant 
to hint. See -PUGN-. 

re-pulse (ri puls’) /ri'pals/ v. [~ + obj], -pulsed, -puls- 
ing. 1. to drive back; repel: The squadron repulsed the 
next assault on the carrier. 2. to refuse or reject: She re- 
pulsed all his attempts at friendliness. 3. to Cause 
feelings of disgust in: The slaughter repulsed him. See 
-PULS-. 

repulsion (ri pul’shan) /ri'palfon/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
act of repulsing, or the state of being repulsed. 2. the 
feeling of being disgusted, as by the thought or presence 
of something that one has a strong dislike for. 3. the 
force that tends to separate bodies of similar electric 
charge or magnetism. See -PULS-. 

re-pul-sive (ri pul/siv) /ri'palsiv/ adj. 1. causing a feel- 
ing of strong dislike: a repulsive, bloated face. 2. tending 
to drive away or keep at a distance. —re-pul/sivecly, 
adv. —re-pul/siveeness, n. [rioncount] See -PULS-. 

rep-urtable (rep’ya ta bal) /'repyətəbəl/ adj. honorable; 
respectable: put their money in a reputable bank. —rep» 
u-ta-bil-i-ty (rep’ya ta bili tē) /,repyoto'bilitiy/ n. inon- 
count] —rep/ucta-bly, adv. See -PUTE-. 

rep-u-ta-tion (rep’ye ta’shan) /,repyo'teyfon/ n. [count] 
1. the opinion that others have about a person or thing: 
That college has a good reputation. 2. favorable opinion 
or public standing: They tried to ruin his reputation. See 
-PUTE-. 

re-pute (ri pydot’) /ri'pyuwt/ n., v., -put-ed, -put-ing. 
—n. [noncount] 1. opinion in the view of others; reputa- 
tion: persons of good repute. 2. favorable reputation. 
—v. (usually: be + ~-ed + to + verb; not: be + ~-ing] 
3. to consider or believe (a person or thing) to be as de- 
scribed: He was reputed to be a millionaire. 

re-put-ed (ri pyoo/tid) /ri'pyuwtid/ adj. [before a noun] 
reported or supposed to be such: the reputed author of a 
book, —re-put/edely, adv. See -PUTE-. 

re-quest (ri kwest’) /ri'kwest/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
asking for something to be given or done; petition: a re- 
quest for silence. 2. something asked for: Please grartt 
our request. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to ask for, esp. formally or 
politely: +} request permission to speak. 4. to ask or beg 
someone to do something: [~ + to + verb]: f request to 
be excused. [~ + that clause]: | requested that all re- 
cords of this conversation be destroyed. [~ + obj + to 
+ verb]: He requested me to leave. —Idiom. 5. by or 
on request, in response to a request: The band played 
tunes on request, See -QUES-. 

requiem (rek’we əm, ré/kwe-, rā-) /‘rekwiyom, 
'riykwiy-, ‘rey-/ n. [count] 1. (often: Requiem] Also 
called req/uiem mass/. a Catholic mass for the dead. 2. 
music written for a requiem. See -QUIE-. 

re-quire (ri kwi?r’) /ri'kway°?r/ v., -quired, -quir-ing. 1. 
[~ + obj] to have need of; need: He requires medical 
care. 2. to order (someone) to do something; demand, 
esp. with authority: [~ + obj + to + verb]: The judge 
required the witness to testify. [~ + that clause): The 
judge required that the witness testify. [no obj): to do as 
the law requires. 3. [~ + obj] to make necessary: The 
work required great patience. 4. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + 
obj + to + verb] to place (someone) under an obligation 
to do something: You are required to answer all ques- 
tions. -re-quire/ment, n. [court] See -Quir-. 
req-ul-site (rek/wa zit) /‘rekwozit/ adj. [before a noun] 
1. required; necessary: the requisite skills for a job. —n. 
[count] 2. something required. See -quis-. 
req-ui-si-tion (rek/wa zish’an) /,rekwo'zifan/ n. [count] 
1. the act of requiring or demanding something. 2. a for- 
mal or official written request for something, such as 
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supplies. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to demand, order, or take for 
use: The army requisitioned gasoline during wartime. 
See -Quis-. 

requite (ri kwit’) /ri'kwayt/ v. [~ + obj], -quit-ed, 
-quit-ing. 1. to make repayment for (service, benefits, 
etc.). 2. to repay in kind, either for a kindness or an in- 
jury. 3. to give or do in return. —re-quit/al, n. Inon- 
count] —re-quit/er, n. [count] See -QuiT-. 

re-run (v. rē run’; n. ré/run’) / v. riy'ran; n. 'riy,ran/ v., 
-ran, -run, -run-ning, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to run again: 
reran the videotape. —n. [count] 2. a movie or television 
program that is rerun. 

re-sale (ré/sal’, rē sal’) /'riy,scyl, riy'seyl/ n. the act of 
selling a second time or secondhand: [noncount): goods 
not intended for resale. (count): a resale of the merchan- 
dise. 

reescind (ri sind’) /ri'sind/ v. [~ + obj) to withdraw, 
take back, or make (a law) no longer have effect: to re- 
scind a harsh law. 

rescue (res/kyoo) /'reskyuw/ v., -cued, -cu-ing, n. —V. 
[~ + obj] 1. to free from danger; save from harm: a plan 
to rescue the hostages. —n. [count] 2. the act of rescu- 
ing. —res/cu-er, n. [count] 

re-search (ri stirch’, ré/stirch) /ri'sartf, ‘riysartf/ n. 1. 
(noncount] careful patient study of a subject in order to 
discover or revise facts, theories, principles, etc. [] 2. 
count a particular piece of research. —v. 3. to investigate 
or look into something carefully; to do research on: [~ + 
obj]: He researched the subject. [no obj): spending time 
researching. —re-search/er, n. [count] 

reesec-tion (ri sek’shan) /ri'sekfan/ n. (count) the sur- 
gical removal of all or part of an organ or structure. See 
-SECT-. 

re-sell (rē sel/) /riy'sel/ v., -sold, -sel-ling. to sell again: 
[~ + obj]: resold the house. [no obj): They hope to re- 
sell. 

re-sem-blance (ri zem/blans) /ri'zemblons/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the state or fact of resembling or being or looking 
alike; similarity: fooled by the resemblance between 
them. 2. [count] a degree, kind, or point in which two or 
more things seem similar to each other: a family resern- 
blance between father and son. See -SEMBLE-. 

re-sem-ble (ri zem/bal) /ri'zembol/ v. [~ + obj; not: be 
+ ~ing], -bled, -bling. to be like or similar to: That girl 
closely resembles her mother. See -SEMBLE-. 

re-sent (ri zent/) /ri'zent/ v. [~ + obj] to feel or show 
displeasure or anger at (something or someone), be- 
cause of a feeling of having been insulted or wronged: 
The older brother resented his younger sister's success, 
claiming she was just lucky. See -SENT-. 

re-sent-ful (ri zent/fal) /ri'zentfal/ adj. feeling or show- 
ing resentment. —re-sent/ful-ly, adv. See -SENT-. 

re-sent-ment (ri zent/mant) /ri'zentmont/ n. a feeling 
of displeasure or anger because of an insult or other 
wrong: [noncount]: felt growing resentment. [count]: 
many resentments. See -SENT-. 

res-er-va-tion (rez’ar va/shan) /,rezor'veyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of creating a doubt in one’s mind or 
making an exception in one’s thinking: to recommend 
without reservation. 2. [count] a doubt in one’s mind or 
an exception in one’s thinking: / accept what he says, but 
with some reservations. 3. [count] a tract of public land 
set apart for a special purpose, esp. for the use of Native 
American people. 4. [count] an arrangement to set aside 
something for guaranteed use at a later time, as a room 
in a hotel, a seat on an airplane, or a place at a restau- 
rant. See -SERV-?. 

re-serve (ri zirv’) /ri'zarv/ v., -served, -serv-ing, n., 
adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to keep back or save for future 
use, handling, etc.: He reserved his strength for the last 
half mile of the race. 2. to keep aside or save by an ar- 
rangement in advance: We reserved a room at the hotel. 
3. to set apart for a particular use, purpose, service, etc.: 
reserved certain seats for the elderly. 4. to delay; post- 
pone: He reserved judgment on the plan. —n. 5. [count] 
cash, or other financial sources that can be easily 
changed into cash or held aside to meet unexpected de- 
mands. 6. [count] something stored or saved for use or 
time of need: stock: a reserve of food. 7. [count] an area 
of public land set apart for a special purpose: a forest re- 
serve. 8. reserves, [plural part of a military force held 
in readiness to assist the main force, or kept apart and 
not in active duty: joined the reserves. 9. [noncount] 
caution or formality in one’s words or actions. —adj. [be- 
fore a nom] 10. kept in reserve: reserve supplies. 
—Idiom. 11. in reserve, put aside for a future need: 
money held in reserve. See -SERv-?. 
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re-served (ri ztirvd’) /ri'zarvd/ adj. 1. set apart for 
someone or some particular purpose: reserved seats. 2. 
cautious or formal in dealing with others. —re-serv- 
ed-ly (ri ztir/vid I€) /ri'zarvidliy/ adv. See -serv?-. 

re-serveist (ri zur/vist) /ri'zarvist/ n. [count] a person 
who belongs to a military reserve. See -serv?-. 

res-er-voir (rez/or vwar’, -vwor’, -vor/, rez/ə-) 
['rezər vwar, -,vwor, -,vor, 'reza-/ n. [count] 1. a natural 
or artificial place where water is collected for use, supply- 
ing a community or region. 2. a place where anything is 
collected or accumulated in great amount. 3. reserve: 
had a great reservoir of affection for us. See -SERV-?. 

re-set (v. rē set’; n. ré/set’) /v. riy'set; m. 'riy;set/ v., 
-set, -set-ting, n. —v. 1. to set again: [~ + obj): to reset 
an alarm clock. [no obj): The alarm clock resets auto- 
matically. —n. [count] 2. the act of resetting. 3. a device 
used in resetting an instrument or control mechanism. 

re-set-tle (rē set/al) /riy'setol/ v., -tled, -tling. to (cause 
to) settle in a new area, or to settle again: [~ + obj): for- 
cibly resettled the refugees. [no obj): They resettled in 
America, —re-set/tleement, n. (noncount] 

re-shuf-fle (rē shuf/al) /riy'fafol/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. 
[~ + obj) 1. to change or rearrange the positions or 
parts of something: reshuffled the seating of the stu- 
dents. —n. [count] 2. an act of reshuffting. 

re-side (ri zid’) /ri'zayd/ v., -sid-ed, -sid-ing. 1. [no obj] 
to live; dwell: resides at 15 Maple Lane; resides in Paris. 
2. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + in] (of things, qualities, etc.) to 
be present or to be found normally or properly in some- 
thing: Power resided in the throne. See -sip-. 

res-iedence (rez/i dens) /‘rezidans/ n. 1. [count] the 
place, esp. the house, in which a person lives or resides. 
2. [noncount) the act or fact of residing. 3. [moncount] 
the status of a legal resident. See -sto-. 

res-ieden-cy (rez/i dan sé) /'rezidonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
RESIDENCE (def. 2). 2. the position of a medical resident: 
(noncount): completing her residency at the hospital. 
[count]: several residencies available in rural areas. 

res-iedent (rez/i dont) /‘rezidont/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who lives in a place: living as a foreign resident in the 
Czech Republic. 2. a physician working in a hospital 
while receiving specialized training there. —adj. [before 
a noun] 3. residing; dwelling in a place: a resident alien 
in Canada. 4. living or staying at a place as part of one’s 
official duty. 5. [before a noun] (of qualities or abilities) 
existing as if attached to a situation or place: She is the 
resident expert in computers. 6. (of a computer pro- 
gram) currently active, standing by, or available in com- 
puter memory: Your printer program is now resident. See 
-SID-. 

res-ieden-tial (rez/i den/shoal) /,rezi'denfol/ adj. 1. [usu- 
ally: before a noun] (of a place or area) consisting mainly 
of private homes rather than businesses: a quiet residen- 
tial neighborhood. 2. restricted to homes: residential 
zoning. See -Si0-. 

re-sid-ueal (ri zij’d0 al) /ri'zid3uwal/ adj. 1. relating to or 
being a residue or remainder; remaining; leftover. —n. 
[count] 2. an amount or quantity left over; a remainder. 
3. Usually, residuals. [p/ural] a fee paid, as to an actor, 
for repeated broadcasts of a film, program, commercial, 
etc., after its original presentation or period of use. See 
-SID-. 

reseiedue (rez/i ddd’, -dydo’) /'reziduw, -,dyuw/ n. 
[count] something that remains after a part is removed, 
disposed of, or used; remainder; the rest; a remnant: 
Residues from chemical pesticides could harm children. 
See -SID-. 

re-sign (ri zin’) /ri'zayn/ v. 1. to give up an office or po- 
sition: [~ + from + obj): was forced to resign from the 
job. {~ + obj]: The officer resigned his commission. 2. 
[~ + oneself] to give up (oneself, one’s mind, etc.) with- 
out Struggle or resistance: He resigned himself to failure. 
See -SIGN-. 

res-ig-na-tion (rez/ig na/shan) /rezig'ncyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] the act of resigning. 2. [count] a formal state- 
ment, often in writing, stating that one gives up an office 
or position. 3. [noncount] an accepting, unresisting or 
uncomplaining attitude or state of mind: With a sigh of 
resignation he turned back to his boring job. See -siGn-. 

re-signed (ri zind’) /ri'zaynd/ adj. accepting; submis- 
sive: a resigned look of despair. —re-signeedely (ri zi7- 
nid lē) /ri'zaynidliy/ adv. See -siGn-. 

re-sil-ieence (ri zil”yans) /ri'zilyans/ n. [poncount) 1. the 
ability to spring back to an original form after having 
been squeezed, stretched, etc. 2. the ability to recover 
quickly from illness, misfortune, troubles, or the like. 

re-sil-ient (ri zil/yənt) /ri'zilyont/ adj. 1. having resil- 
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ience; flexible: a resilient rubber ball. 2. recovering 
quickly and easily from illness, misfortune, troubles, or 
the like; buoyant. —re-sil/ien-cy, n. [noncoutrit] 

resein (rez/in) /‘rezin/ n. [noucount) a sticky, solid or 
nearly solid substance that comes from pine, used in 
medicine and in the making of varnishes and plastics. 
—res/in-ous, adj. 

re-sist (ri zist’) /ri'zist/ v. 1. to withstand, fight, or work 
against; oppose: [~ + obj]: The armies resisted the inva- 
sion. [no obj). The artny was ordered to resist. 2. [~ + 
obj) to withstand the action or effect of: The engine oil 
resists corrosion. 3. to keep or stop oneself from (doing) 
something: [~ + obj]: The kids couldn't resist the choco- 
lates. [~ + verb-ing]: They couldn't resist peeking under 
the curtain. —reesist/er, n. [count] See -Ssist-. 

resistance (ri zis/tans) /ri'zistons/ n. [nmoncount] 1. 
the act or power of resisting or opposing: The plans met 
with a great deal of resistance. 2. the opposition offered 
by one thing, force, etc., to another: wind resistance that 
Slows the car down. 3. the ability of the human body to 
resist infection or illness. 4. the tendency of a conductor 
to oppose the flow of electrical current. 5. [sormetimnes: 
Resistance; usually: the ~] an underground group work- 
ing to free a country from an occupying power. See 
-SIST-. 

re-sist-ant (ri zis/tant) /ri'zistont/ adj. resisting. See 
-SIST-. 

re-sis-tor (ri zis/tar) /ri'zistor/ n. [count] a device de- 
signed to introduce resistance into an electric circuit. See 
-SIST-. 

re-sole (rē sol’) /riy'sowl/ v. [~ + obj], -soled, -sol-ing. 
to put a new sole on (a shoe, etc.). 

res-o-lute (rez/a ld0t’) /'rezo,luwt/ adj. set in purpose or 
opinion; resolved: resolute character. —res/o-lute/ly, 


adv.: The soldiers marched resolutely forward. See 
-SOLV-. 
res-orlustion (rez/a lōō/shən) /rezo'luwfon/ n. 1. 


[count] a formal expression by a group of its opinion: 
passed a resolution condemning the invasion. 2. [count] 
the act of deciding on a course of action, etc.; the thing 
decided on: made a New Year's resolution. 3. [noncount) 
the mental state of being resolute: He went forward with 
renewed resolution. 4. [noncount] the act or capability of 
distinguishing between nearby or close parts, etc.: the 
resolution of the microscope. 5. a solution of a problem, 
etc.: [noncount): the resolution of the crisis. [count]: 
looking for a resohition of the crisis. ©. [count] the con- 
clusion of the actions, etc., in the plot of a play, novel, 
etc. See -SOLv-. 

re-solve (ri zolv’) /ri'zolv/ v., -solved, -solv-ing, n. —v. 
1. to make a resolution: [~ + to + verb]: | resolved to 
keep my mouth shut. [~ + that clause]: resolved that 
she would work harder. 2. [~ + obj + into + obj) to 
separate into parts: to resolve a force into its parts. 3. {~ 
+ that clause] to state in a formal resolution: /f was re- 
solved that the cornrnittee recomninend her promotion. 4. 
[~ + obj] to settle or solve (a question, dispute, etc.): 
Can we resolve the problem by having another judge 
look over the case and make a decision? —n. 5. [count] 
a resolution made: a firm resolve to avoid controversy. 6. 
[noncount] firmness of purpose; determination: She car- 
ried on the job with much resolve. —re-solv’a-ble, adj. 
See -SOLv-. 

re-solved (ri zolvd’) /ri'zolvd/ adj. [be + ~ + to + 
verb] firm in purpose or intent: was resolved not to go 
through the samme trouble again. See -sotv-. 

resonance (rez’a nans) /rezonons/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the state or quality of being resonant: the resonance of 
his deep voice. 2. a quality of deeper meaning: [count]: 
The poem has a resonance beyond its surface meaning. 
[noncount): the resonance of the election results. See 
-SON-. 

resonant (rez’a nant) /‘rezanont/ adj. (of a sound or 
voice) deep, clear, and continuing or echoing: the judge's 
resonant voice filling the chambers. —res/o-nant-ly, 
adv. See -SON-. 

res-o-nate (rez’a nat’) /reza,neyt/ v. [no obj], -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. to make a deep, clear, echoing or continuing 
sound: His booming voice resonated in the clnurch. See 
-SON-. 

re-sort (ri zort’) /ri'zort/ n. 1. [count] a place with facili- 
ties for vacationers: a lovely beach resort. 2. [noncount] 
the action of turning to someone for help; resource: The 
Supreme Conrt was the court of last resort for his case. 
—v.[~ + to + obj) 3. to turn to for help, often as a final 
option: to resort to war to accornplish his aims. See 
-SORT-. 
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re-sound (ri zound/) /rr'zawnd/ v. [no obj] 1. to echo or 
ring with sound: The room resounded with applause. 2. 
to make an echoing sound, or sound loudly: The cheers 
resounded through the room. See -SOn-. 

re-sound-ing (ri zoun/ding) /ri'zawndin/ adj. [before a 
noun) 1. loud, clear, and echoing: a resounding cheer. 
2. very good or great: resounding SUCCESSES. —re- 
sound/ing:ly, adv. 

re-source (ré/sors, -sOrs, -z6rs, -z6rs; ri SOrs’, -SOrs/, 
-ZÔrS/, -zOrs/) /'riysors, -sowrs, -Zors, -ZOWTS; TI'SƏTS, 
-'sowrs, -'zors, -'zowrs/ n. 1. [count] a source of supply, 
support, or aid, esp. one held in reserve: She is an im- 
portant resource in the college because she knows how 
to solve so many different problerns. 2. [count] the 
source of wealth of a country: rich in natural resources. 
3. Usually, resources. [phira money or assets: What 
resources do you have to be able to afford such a house? 
4. [noncount] capability in dealing with a situation: a 
woman Of resource. 

re-source-ful (ri sôrs/fəl, -sōrs/-, -zOrs’-, -zOrs/-) 
/rv'sorsfal, -'sowrs-, -'zors-, -'zowrs-/ adj. able to deal 
with difficulties, etc.: very resourceful in solving those 
math problems. —tre-source’fuleness, n. [noncount): 
showed her resourcefiilness by figuring a way out of the 
danger. 

respect (ri spekt’) /ri'spekt/ n. 1. (count) a detail or 
aspect of something; a feature: The two plans differ in 
some respects. 2. [noncount) honor or high regard: to 
be held in respect. 3. [noncount) proper courtesy: re- 
spect for the flag. 4. respects, [plural] a formal gesture 
of greeting or sympathy: Give my respects to your par- 
ents. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to hold in honor: Do the Students 
respect the flag? 6. to keep from interfering with; to have 
regard for: to respect a person's privacy. -—Idiom. 7. 
with respect to, in reference to; in regard to: inquines 
with respect to the best route to lake. See -SPEC-. 
re-spect-a-ble (ri spek/ta bal) /ri'spektabal/ adj. 1. 
worthy of respect: a respectable citizen. 2. good enough 
to be used: respectable shoes. 3. of 1noderate quality; 
not excellent but good: They gave a respectable perfor- 
nance. 4. fairly large in size or amount: a respectable 
turnout. —re-sspect-a-bil-i-tty (ri spekta bili tē) 
Imspekto'bilrtiy/ n. [noncount]) —re-spect/a-bly, adv. 
See -SPEC-. 

re-spect-ful (ri spekt/fal) /ri'spektfoal/ adj. showing or 
having respect; courteous; considerate: respectful stu- 
dents. —re-spect/fulely, adv.: The students always re- 
spectfully raised their hands. See -SPeEc-. 

re-spect-ing (ri spek/ting) /ri'spektin/ prep. regarding; 
concerning; with respect to: What is your opinion respect- 
ing the school's new policy? See -SPEc-. 

re-spec-tive (ri spek/tiv) /ri'spektiv/ adj. relating indi- 
vidually to each; particular: We need to judge the respec- 
tive merits of each of the candidates. See -SPEC-. 
re-spec-tive-ly (ri spektiv lé) /ri'spektivliy/ adv. (of 
several subjects) in a parallel way; in the order given: Joe 
and Bob escorted Betty and Alice, respectively. See 
~SPEC-. 

res-pi-ra-tion (res’/pa ra/shan) /,respa'reyfon/ a. [non- 
count) the act or process of respiring. See -SPIR-. 
reS-pi-rastor (res/pa ra/’tar) /'respa,reytar/ n. [count] 1. 
a machine that produces artificial respiration: hooked up 
the crash victim to a respirator and rushed him to the 
hospital. 2. a filtering device worn over the nose and 
mouth to prevent inhaling dangerous substances. See 
-SPIR-. 

respiratory (res’/pa ra tore, -tōr/ē) /resporo,toriy, 
-towrly/ adj. [before a noun) of or relating to respira- 
tion: respiratory aitinents. See -SPIR-. 

re-spire (ri spi°r’) /ri'spay°r/ v. [no obj], -spired, -spir- 
ing. 1. to take in and let out air for maintaining life; 
breathe. 2. (of a living system) to exchange oxygen for 
carbon dioxide and other products. See -spir-. 

res-pite (res/pit) /‘respit/ n. a delay; a period of relief: 
[connut]: a brief respite froin the pain. [noncount): The 
music from the nightclub pounded without respite alt 
mght. See -SPEC-. 

re-splend-ent (ri splen/dant) /ri'splendant/ adj. shining 
brilliantly; gleaming; radiant; splendid. —re«splend/- 
ence, 1/. (noncount| —re-splend/’ent-ly, adv. 

re-spond (ri spond’) /ri'spond/ v. 1. to answer in words: 
[~ + to + obj): How do you respond to that question? 
[used with quotations): “lini ready,” he responded. 2. [no 
obj) to return by an action: to respond to a Charity drive 
witht donations. 3. (110 obj; ~ t to) to react favorably: 
didn't respotid to the treatment. 4. [no obj; ~ + to] to 
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exhibit an effect; react: Nerves respond to a Stinnitus. See 
-SPOND-. 

re-spond-ent (ri spon/dant) /ri'spondant/ n. [count] 1. 
one who responds. 2. a defendant, esp. in divorce 
proceedings in a court. See -SPOND-. 

response (ri spons’) /ri'spons/ n. 1. [count] an answer; 
reply: What is your response to these questions, Senator? 
2. an action done as an answer to another action: 
[count]: a friendly response to his greeting. [(noncount): 
She nodded in response to his greeting. 3. [count] be- 
havior of a living thing due to a stimulus: the chimps re- 
sponse to seeing the bhie light flash. See -SPOND-. 
—Related Words. RESPONSE iS a NOUN, RESPONSIBLE is an 
adjective, RESPONSIBILITY is a noun: What was your re- 
sponse to the question? She is a responsible driver. The 
new job has more responsibilities. 

re-spon-si-bilei-ty (ri spon/’se bil/i tē) /rt,sponsa'brlttiy/ 
n., pl. -ties. 1. [noncount) the state or fact of being re- 
sponsible: Wilt anyone assume responsibility for this? 2. 
[count] a burden placed upon one who is responsible: 
the responsibilities of being a father. 3. [count] a person 
or thing for which one is responsible: Child care iS my re- 
sponsibility. 4. [noncount] reliability or dependability, 
esp. in meeting payments: financial responsibility; a job 
requiring some responsibility. See -SPONO-. 

re-sponssi-ble (ri spon’sa bal) /ri'sponsabal/ adj. 1. [be 
+ ~ + for] accountable, as for something within one’s 
power: The children are responsible for setting the table. 
2. involving responsibility: a responsible position. 3. [be 
+ ~ + for) able to be given the blame or credit for be- 
ing the source of something: Who is responsible for this 
mess? 4.[be + ~) having a capacity for moral decisions: 
The defendant is insane and not responsible for his 
actions. 5. reliable or dependable; trustworthy: a mature, 
responsible young adult. —re-spon/si-bly, adv.: Will 
they behave responsibly? See -SPOND-. 

resspon-sive (ri spon/siv) /ri'sponsiv/ adj. responding 
readily and with sympathy: responsive to ideas for chang- 
ing the organization. —re-spon/sive-ly, adv. —re- 
spon/sive-ness, n. Lnonconnt] 

rest’ (rest) /rest/ n. 1. [noncount) the refreshing quiet of 
sleep or ease: He needs rest and relaxation after alt that 
work. 2. [noncount] relief or freedom, esp. from some- 
thing troublesome: The racket continued without rest. 3. 
[count] a period of time of sleep, ease, etc.: The children 
took a short rest in the afternoon. 4. the stopping or ab- 
sence of motion: (count; usually singular): The ball rolled 
and then came to a rest. [noncount): a state of rest. 5. 
[count] Music. a. a rhythmic period of silence between 
tones. b. a mark or sign indicating it. 6. [count] a device 
by which something is supported: padded rests for one's 
arms. —v. 7. to refresh oneself, as by sleeping, lying 
down, or being at ease: [no obj): rested for a few hours 
on the couch. [~ + obj]: rested his aching body in a hot 
tub. 8. [no obj) to be dead. 9. [no obj] to stop moving; 
stop: The ball rested just a few inches from the hole. 10. 
[no obj] to remain without further notice: Why don't you 
let the matter rest? 11. to (cause to) lie, sit, lean, or be 
set: [no Obj): His arm rested on the table. [~ + obj]: He 
rested his arm on her shoulder. 12. to rely; to (cause to) 
be founded: [~ + on/ipon + obj): His whole argument 
rests on false assumptions. [~ + obj + on/upon + obj): 
rested his arguments on false assumptions. 13. (not: be 
+ ~ing: ~ + with + obj) to be found; belong: The 
blaine rests with them. 14. [~ + on/upon + obj) to be 
fixed on something, as a gaze: His gaze rested on her 
tnedattion. 15. Law. to bring to an end the introduction 
of evidence in a case: [no obj): Your Honor, the defense 
rests. [~ + obj]: Your Honor, the defense rests its case. 
—Idiom. 16. at rest, a. in a state of repose, as in 
sleep. b. dead. c. not active; not in motion. d. free from 
worry; tranquil. 17. lay to rest, a. to bury (a dead 
body): [lay + obj + to + ~): They laid him to rest. [lay 
+ to + ~ + obj): They laid to rest many brave soldiers. 
b. to relieve the fear of: [fay + obj + to + ~}: They laid 
most of tny fears to rest. [lay + to + ~ + obj): They laid 
to rest most of my fears. 

rest? (rest) /rest/ n. [the + ~) 1. [used with a singular 
verb] the part that remains; remainder: The first part was 
hard, but the rest was easy. 2. [used with a plural verb) 
the others: A# the rest are going. —v. [not: be + ~-ing; 
~ + adjective (+ that clause)) 3. to continue to be: Rest 
assured that alt is well. 

res-tau-rant (res/tar ant, -tə rant’, -trant) /‘restoront, 
-torant, -trunt/ n. [count] a place of business where 
meals are served. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 

res-tau-ra:teur (res/tar ə tur’) /,restora'tar/ n. [count] 
the owner or manager of a restaurant. 


restaurant 
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rest-ful (rest/fal) /‘restfal/ adj. 1. giving rest: a restful 
place in the mountains. 2. at rest; peaceful. —rest/- 
fully, adv. 

rest’ home’, n. [count] an establishment that provides 
a place to live and special care for the elderly; a nursing 
home. 

res-ti-tu-tion (res/ti too’shan, -tydo/-) /,resti'tuwJon, 
-'tyuw-/ n. [noncount] 1. payment for loss, damage, or 
injury. 2. the restoration of property taken away. See 
-STIT-. 

res-tive (res/tiv) /‘restiv/ adj. 1. unwilling to undergo 
control or delay; uneasy. 2. uncooperative; stubborn. 
—res/tive-ly, adv. —res/tive-ness, n. [noncount] 

rest-less (rest/lis) /‘restlis/ adj. 1. of or characterized by 
inability to remain at rest: a restless mood. 2. not quiet; 
uneasy. 3. always in motion: the restless sea. 4. without 
rest or sleep: a restless night. —rest/less-ly, adv.: 
tossed restlessly in her sleep. —rest/less-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

res-to-ra-tion (res’ta ra’shan) /,resta'reyfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount) the act of restoring: the restoration of an old 
house to an elegant home. 2. [noncount] the act of re- 
storing, or the state of being restored: the restoration of 
law and order. 3. [count] something restored, as by ren- 
ovating. 

re-storea-tive (ri stor’a tiv, -stōr/-) /ri'storativ, -'stowr-/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to restoration. 2. capable of renew- 
ing health. —n. [count] 3. something that brings back 
health or strength: He asked for a drink as a restorative. 

reestore (ri stor’, -stōr/) /ri'stor, -'stowr/ v. [~ + obj), 
-stored, -stor-ing. 1. to bring back into existence, use, 
etc.; reestablish: to restore order. 2. to bring back to a 
former condition: to restore a painting. 3. to bring back 
to a state of health or strength: The treatrnents restored 
him to health. 4. to return, as to a former place, posi- 
tion, or rank: fo restore books to a shelf. 

re-strain (ri stran/) /ri'streyn/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to hold 
back from action; check; repress: He was so mad he 
could hardly restrain himself. 2. to limit or reduce the 
activity or effect of: to restrain trade with certain coun- 
tries. See -STRAIN-. 

re-strained (ri strand’) /ri'streynd/ adj. calm; not show- 
ing one’s feelings; controlled. See -STRAIN-. 

re-straint (ri strant’) /ri'streynt/ n. 1. [moncount) a re- 
straining influence. 2. [cont] a means of restraining: the 
restraints of society. 3. [count] a device that restrains, 
such as a harness: a Child restraint for use in the car. 4. 
[nonconnt)] reserve in feelings, behavior, etc.: speaking 
with restraint. See -STRAIN-. 

re-strict (ri strikt’) /ri'strikt/ v. [~ + obj) to keep within 
limits, as of space, action, amount, etc.: restricted his 
men to two glasses of water a day. See -STRICT-. 

re-strict-ed (ri strik/tid) /ri’striktid/ adj. 1. limited: a 
restricted range of courses. 2. limited to members of a 
certain group or class: a restricted neighborhood. See 
-STRICT-. 

re-stric-tion (ri strik’shan) /ri'strikfon/ n. 1. [comne) 
something that restricts: thought there were too many re- 
strictions on business. 2. [noncount] the act of restrict- 
ing; the state of being restricted: acting without restric- 
tion. See -STRICT-. 

re-stric-tive (ri strik/tiv) /ri'striktiv/ adj. 1. tending or 
serving to restrict. 2. of or being a word, phrase, or 
clause that identifies or limits the meaning of a modified 
element. In English a restrictive clause is usually not set 
off by commas. —re-stric’tive-ness, si. [/orcount] 
rest’ room’, n. [count] a public lavatory, esp. in a pub- 
lic building, having washbasins, toilets, etc. 

re-sult (ri zult4) /ri'zalt/ v. 1. [no obj] to arise or pro- 
ceed from previous actions, circumstances, etc.; be the 
outcome: What will result from his arrest? 2. [~ + in + 
obj] to end in a specified way: His best efforts always 
seemed to result in failure. —n. (count) 3. something 
that happens because of something else; an effect: What 
was the end result? 4. Math. a quantity, expression, etc., 
obtained by adding, subtracting, etc. 

re-sult-ant (ri zul/tant) /ri'zaltont/ adj. [before a nonn) 
happening or following as a result or effect: The war and 
the resultant low uneriploymernt fueled the economy. 
re-sume (ri zoom’) /ri'zuwm/ v., -sumed, -sum-ing. 1. 
to take up or go on with again; continue: [~ + obj]: The 
motor coughed briefly, then resiuned its steady hurt (~ 
+ verb-ing): The soldiers resumed tnarching. [Wo obj): 
The voices ceased when she arrived, then quickly re- 
sumed. 2.[~ + obj] to take or occupy again: Ladies and 
gentlemen, please resine your seats. See -SUM-. 
résumé or reeSusme or resumé (rez’66 ma’, rez/- 
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66 ma’) /'rezu,mey, ,rezo'mey/ n. [count] 1. a summary. 
2. a brief written account of educational and professional 
qualifications and experience: handed over her résumé 
and waited. See -SUM-. 

re-sump-:tion (ri zump’shan) /ri'zampJon/ n. the act or 
fact of resuming: [count]: a resumption of peace talks. 
[noncount): no resumption of talks yet. See -SuM-. 

re-suregent (ri siir/jant) /ri's3rdzont/ adj. tending to 
come back to activity or importance: the resurgent politi- 
cal party. —re-sur/gence, 1. (count; usually singular): a 
resurgence of interest. [noncount): the resurgence of the 
party. See -RECT-. 

res-ur-rect (rez/a rekt’) /rezo'rekt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
raise from the dead; bring to life again. 2. to bring back 
into use, attention, etc.: The newspapers resurrected that 
old story about UFO sightings. See -RECT-. 

res-urerec-tion (rez/a rek/shan) /,rezo'rekfon/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of resurrecting from the dead. 2. 
[noncount; Resurrection] the rising of Christ after His 
death and burial. 3. (noncount; Resurrection] the rising 
of the dead on Judgment Day. 4. [count] a rising again, 
as from decay or disuse; revival. See -RECT-. 

re-sus-ci-tate (ri sus/i tat’) /ri'sasi,teyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tat-ed, -tat-ing. to revive from unconsciousness: The 
paramedics rushed to resuscitate the drowning victim. 
—re-sus-ci-ta-tion (ri sus/i ta’”shan) /ri,sasi'tecyfon/ n. 
[nonconnt] —re-sus/ci-ta/tor, n. [count] 

re-tail (ré/tal) /'riyteyl/ n. [moncount] 1. the sale of 
goods to individual consumers. —adj. [before a noun) 2. 
of or relating to working in sales at retail. —adv. 3. in a 
retail quantity or at a retail price: These sell at $50 retail. 
—-v. 4. to (cause to) be sold directly to the consumer: [~ 
+ obj): to retail hardware goods. [no obj): These shoes 
nortnally retail at $50 a pair. —re/tail-er, n. [count] See 
-TAIL-. 

re-tain (ri tan’) /ri'teyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to keep posses- 
sion of: He retained his balance. 2. to continue to hold 
or have: clothing that retains its color. 3. to keep in 
mind; remember: He was good at retaining what he 
needed for a test. 4. to hire, esp. by payment of a pre- 
liminary fee: to retain a lawyer. See -TAIN-. 

re-tain-er' (ri ta/nar) /ri'teynor/ n. [count] 1. one that 
retains. 2. a servant that has been with a family for a 
long time. 3. a device for maintaining the position of the 
natural teeth, etc. 

re-tain-er? (ri ta/nar) /ri'teynor/ n. [count] a fee paid to 
obtain the services of a professional, as a lawyer. See 
-TAIN-. 

re-take (v. rē tak’; n. ré/tak’) / v. riy'teyk; m. 'riy,teyk/ 
v., -took, -tak-en, -tak-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to re- 
capture: The patrol worked hard to retake that small hill. 
2. to photograph or film again. —n. [count] 3. a picture, 
scene, etc., photographed or filmed again. 

re-tal-ieate (ri talè at’) /ri'taliy,eyt/ v. [no obj], -at-ed, 
-at-ing. to strike back for an injury or wrong: had to re- 
taliate for the injury done to his brother. —restal/iea’- 
tive, retaliatory (ri tal7é ə tore, -tōr/ē) 
/ri'taliya,toriy, -towriy/ adj. 

re-talei-ea-tion (ri tal’é ā/shən) /ri,twliy'cyfon/ n. (non- 
count] the act of retaliating. 

re-tard (ri tard’ for } reé/tard for 2) /ri'tard for 1} 'ri- 
ytard for 2 / v. [~ + obj] 1. to delay the development or 
progress of: Cold retards the growth of bacteria. —n. 
[count] 2. Slang (disparaging). a. a mentally retarded 
person. b. one who is stupid or ineffective. —re-tar-da- 
tion (ré/tar da’shan) /,riytar'deyfon/ n. Enoncount] 

re-tard-ant (ri tar/dnt) /ri'tardnt/ n. [count] 1. any sub- 
stance capable of reducing the speed of a chemical reac- 
tion. —adj. (usually used with a noun before it in combi- 
nation) 2. retarding the spread of something: fire- 
retardant material. 

re-tard-ed (ri tar/did) /ri'tardid/ adj. 1. less developed 
mentally than others; lacking normal intelligence: a re- 
tarded child. —n. 2. the retarded, [plural; nsed with a 
plural verb] mentally retarded people thought of as a 
group: fought for rights for the retarded. 

retch (rech) /retf/ v. [mo obj] to make efforts to vomit. 

re-ten-tion (ri ten’shan) /ri'tenfon/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
act of retaining, or the state of being retained. 2. the act 
or power of remembering things; memory: amazing pow- 
ers of retention. See -TEN-. 

re-ten-tive (ri ten/tiv) /ri'tentiv/ adj. 1. tending to re- 
tain. 2. able to remember well: a retentive mieriory. 
—re-ten/tive-ness, si. [noncourit] See -TEN-. 

re-think (rē think’) /riy'Oink/ v. [~ + obj], -thought, 
-think-ing. to think again (about something): rethought 
the situation and carte up with a new plait. 
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reticent (ret’a sant) /‘retasant/ adj. willing or accus- 
tomed to be silent; reserved: was reticent about her pri- 
vate life. —ret/i-cence, n. [noncornt) 

retina (ret/n ə, ret/na) /'retna, ‘retna/ n. [count], pl. 
retinas, retinae (ret/n &/) /'retn,iy/. the innermost 
coat of the back part of the eyeball that receives the im- 
age produced by the tens: The retina meets the optic 
nerve. 

ret-ienue (ret/n 00’, -yoo’) /'retn,uw, -,yuw/ n. [count] a 
group of followers that accompany someone important. 
See -TAIN-. 

re-tire (ri tir’) /ri'tay°r/ v., -tired, -tir-ing. 1. [n0 obj] to 
withdraw, esp. to a place of privacy: retired to her study. 
2. [no obj) to go to bed: IH retire for the night now. 3. to 
(cause to) give up or withdraw from a job or career, usu- 
ally because of age: [no obj): Dad retired from the fire 
department. [~ + obj]: The navy decided to retire the 
old battteship. 4. [no obj] to fall back or retreat, such as 
from battle or danger: We retired and the enemy consoli- 
dated their position. 5. [~ + obj] Sports. to put out (a 
batter or team): The relief pitcher came in and retired the 
next seven batters. 

re-tired (ri trd?) /ri'tay®rd/ adj. 1. having withdrawn 
from a job or career: a retired banker. 2. due or given a 
retired person: retired pay. 

re-tireement (ri ti?r*mant) /ri'tay®rmont/ n. [nonconnt] 
the act of retiring from a job or career: earning a good 
pension during retirement. 

re-tir-ing (ri ti°r’ing) /ri'tay®rin/ adj. 1. that retires. 2. 
withdrawing from contact with others; shy: a retiring per- 
sonality. 

re-tool (ré tool’) /riy'tuwl/ v. 1. to replace the machinery 
of (a factory): [~ + obj]: The foundation helped them re- 
tool their factories. [no obj): The foundation would help 
them retool. 2. [~ + obj] to reorganize or rearrange, 
usually for updating. 

re-tort (ri tort’) /ri'tort/ v. 1. to reply in a sharp way: [~ 
+ that clause): retorted that he would have nothing to 
do with her. [no obj): quick to retort. —n. [count] 2. a 
sharp or clever reply: “You're no better,” was his angry 
retort. See -TORT-. 

re-touch (v. rē tuch’; n. ré/tuch’, rē tuch’) / v. riy'tatf; 
n. 'riy,tatf, riy'tatf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to improve with new 
touches; touch up. 2. to change (a photograph) after de- 
velopment by adding or removing lines, lightening areas, 
etc. —n. [count] 3. an added touch to a picture, painting, 
etc. 4. an act or instance of retouching. 

re-trace (ri tras’) /ri'treys/ v. [~ + obj], -traced, -trac- 
ing. 1. to go back over: to retrace one's steps. 2. to go 
back over with the memory: tried to retrace his reason- 
ing. 

re-tract? (ri trakt/) /ri'trakt/ v. to draw back or in: [~ + 
obj): A snake can retract its fangs. [no obj): The wheets 
on the airplane don't retract. 

re-tract? (ri trakt’) /ri'trækt/ v. [~ + obj] to withdraw (a 
statement, etc.) aS wrong, unfair, etc., esp. formally; re- 
cant: retracted his remarks about his opponent. —ree 
tract/a-ble, re-tract/i-ble, adj.: the retractable landing 
gear. —re-trac’tion, n. [count]: issued a retraction for 
his foolish remarks. See -TRAC-. 

re-tread (v. rē tred/; n. ré/tred’) / v. riy'tred; n. 
‘riy,tred/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put a new tread on (a worn 
tire). 2. to rework (something): retreading his old plots 
into new stories. —n. [count] 3. a retreaded tire. 4. a re- 
using of an old idea, story, etc.: reruns and retreads. 

re-treat (ri trét’) /ri'triyt/ n. 1. the withdrawal of a mili- 
tary force before an enemy: [count]: After suffering many 
casualties, the troops made a retreat. [noncount): in re- 
treat. 2. [count] a place for quiet thinking or privacy: a 
beantiful country retreat. 3. a withdrawal for quiet think- 
ing, such as for meditation: [count]: The priests go on a 
retreat once a year, [noncount): They cannot be reached 
this week; they are on retreat. —v. [no obj] 4. to with- 
draw from an enemy attack: The fleet retreated. 5. to 
make a retreat: retreated from the room as she shouted 
at him. 6. to draw back from an earlier position: began 
to retreat from his earlier strong stand on civit rights. 
re-trench (ri trench’) /ri'trent{/ v. to reduce or dimin- 
ish, esp. so as to economize: [~ + obj]: The university 
began to retrench its workforce. [no obj]: As it re- 
trenched, the university found money to keep the people 
it wanted. —re-trench’/ment, n. [nonconnt):; The union 
fears retrenchment. 

re-trieal (rē tri®l/, ré/tri2l’) /riy'tray®l, ‘riy,tray®l/ u. 
[count] an act of trying a person in court again. 
ret-erisbu-tion (retra byoo’shan) /,retra'byuwfon/ n. 


reticent to reuse 


[voncount) punishment for some evil: the sword of retri- 
bution. 

re-trieveal (ri tré/val) /ri'triyval/ n. [nonconnt}] the act 
or possibility of retrieving: a reputation beyond retrieval. 

re-trieve (ri trév’) /ri'triyv/ v. [~ + obj], -trieved, 

-triev-ing. 1. to find and bring back: The dog retrieved 
the Frisbee. 2. to locate and read (data) from computer 
storage, as for display on a monitor: To retrieve a file, 
press the Shift key and the F10 key. 

re-triev-er (ri tré/var) /ri'triyvar/ n. [count] 1. a person 
or thing that retrieves. 2. a breed of dog used esp. to re- 
trieve game. 3. any dog trained to retrieve game. 

ret-ro (re/tro) /'retrow/ adj. of or designating or reviving 
the style of an earlier time: retro clothes. 

retro-, prefix. retro- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “back, backward”: retro- + -gress ~ retrogress 
(= proceed backward), retro- + rocket ~ retrorocket. 

ret-ro-ac-tive (re/trd ak/tiv) /,retrow'wktiv/ adj. 1. hav- 
ing effect back in the past, as a new law: a retroactive law 

that would increase taxes on income earned last year. 2. 
effective as of a past date: a pay raise retroactive to last 
January Ist. —ret/ro-ac/tive-ly, adv.: to be paid extra 
retroactively. 

ret-ro-fit (re7trd fit”) /‘retrow,fit, v. [~ + obj], -fit-ted 
or -fit, -fit-ting. to supply (an automobile, airplane, etc.) 
with parts available after manufacture: to retrofit the old 
airplane with new cannons. 

retrograde (re/tra grad’) /'retra,greyd/ adj. moving 
backward, as to an earlier condition: retrograde fashions. 
See -GRAD-. 

ret-ro-gress (re’tra gres’, re/tra gres’) /,retra‘gres, 
‘retra,gres/ v. [NO obj] to go backward: Society retro- 
gressed as learning stagnated. —ret-ro-gres-sion (re/- 
tra gresh/an) /,retro'grefon/ n. [nonconnt) See -GRESS-. 

ret-ro-rock-et (re/trd rok/it) /‘retrow,rpkit/ n. [count] a 
small rocket used for slowing down a larger rocket. 

ret-ro-spect (re/tra spekt’) /retra,spekt/ n. [noncount] 
1. thinking of the past, of past events, etc. —v. [no obj] 
2. to look back in thought. —Idfom. 3. in retrospect, 
on evaluating the past; upon reflection: Anew in retro- 
spect that he should have married her. —ret’ro-spec’/- 
tion, n. [nonconnt) See -sPec-. 

ret-ro-spec-tive (re/tra spek/tiv) /,retra'spektiv/ adj. 1. 
of or relating to retrospection. 2. looking or directed 
backward. —n. [count] 3. an exhibit showing an artist's 
lifework. —ret/ro-spec/tivesly, adv. See -spec-. 

re-turn (ri turn’) /ri'tarn/ v. 1. [no obj] to go or come 
back, such as to a former place or state: to return from 
abroad. 2. [~ + obj] to put, bring, take, or give to the 
original place, position, etc.: He returned his gun to his 
holster. 3. [no obj] to turn to again, as in thought: Let us 
return to the main idea. 4. [~ + obj] to repay or react to 
(something sent, done, etc.) with something similar: to 
return a favor. 5. [~ + obj] to bring back (a verdict, 
etc.): The jury returned a verdict of guilty. 6. [~ + obj] 
to yield back (a profit, etc.): Those stocks will return a 
handsome profit. —n. 7. [nonconnt) the act or fact of re- 
turning. 8. [count] a recurrence; a happening again: the 
return of winter. 9. [Noncount] repayment or response: 
profits in return for outlay. 10. Often, returns. [plural a 
profit or gain, such as from work. 11. [count] an official 
form showing income, deductions, and taxes due. 12. 
Usually, returns. [plural] a report on a count of votes, 
etc.: with most of the election returns in. —adj. [before a 
noun) 13. of or relating to a return or returning: & return 
engagement of the opera; a return address. 14. sent or 
done in return: return cargo. À 

re-turnea-ble (ri tûr/nə bəl) /ri'tarnobal/ adj. 1. that 
may be returned, esp. for recycling: returnable cans. —n. 
[count] 2. a bottle, can, or other item returned for recy- 
cling. 

re-turn-ee (ri tir nē, -tůr/nē) /ritar'niy, -'tarniy/ n. 
[count], pł. -ees. one who has returned, as from military 
duty. 

Reu/ben sand/wich (rd0/bin) /ruwbin/ n. [count] a 
grilled sandwich of corned beef, Swiss cheese, and sau- 
erkraut on rye bread. 

re-unrion (rē yōōn/yən) /riy'yuwnyən/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the state of being reunited. 2. [count] a gathering of rel- 
atives, friends, etc., at regular times: a family reunion. 
See -UNI-. 

re-uenite (ré/yoo nit’) /,riyyuw'nayt/ v., -nit-ed, -nit-ing. 
to (cause to) come together or be together: [~ + obj): 
was reunited with his family after his tong journey. [u0 
obj): His family reunited after alt those years. See -uN-. 

reuse (v. ré/yooz’; n. reé’yoos’) /v.  riy'yuwz; n. 
iriy'yuws/ v., -used, -us-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to use 
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again: To save money she would reuse plastic wrap. —n. 
[noncount] 2. the act of reusing: the reuse of paper. 

rev (rev) /rev/ n, v, revved, reveving. Informal. —n. 
[count] 1. a revolution of the crankshaft within an engine. 
—v, 2. to (cause to) go faster sharply, such as a car, etc.: 
[~ + obj (+ up)]: He rewed the race Car (up). (~ (+ up) 
+ obj): The racers revved (up) their engines. [no Obj; ~ 
+ up]: The two cars rewed up at the traffic light. 3. [no 
obj; ~ + up) to increase in activity or speed: The econ- 
omy began to rev up. 

re-val-ue (rē val’yoo) /riy'vælyuw/ v. [~ + obj], -ued, 
-u-ing. to revise the value of something, esp. currency in 
exchange with others: The country revalued its currency 
to fit the international markets better. 

re-vamp (rē vainp’) / riy'vamp / v. [~ + obj] to make 
changes in the structure (of something); redo: The school 
wanted to revamp its business and accounting programs. 

re-veal (ri vél’) /ri'viyl/ v. 1. to make known; disclose; 
divulge: [~ + obj]: to reveal the secret about his past. [~ 
+ that clause): H was revealed today that campaign con- 
tributions exceeded legal limits. 2. [~ + obj] to exhibit 
something that was hidden: He pulled back his sleeve 
and revealed the scar on his arm. 

revealing (ri vée/ling) /ri'viylin/ adj. 1. allowing some- 
thing to be seen, esp. parts of the body usually covered: 
a very revealing dress. 2. allowing something to be un- 
derstood: His comments about her abilities to work with 
others were very revealing. 

rev-eil-le (rev’a lē) /'revaliy/ n. (noncount) a bugle call 
in the early morning to awaken military personnel: Rev- 
eille was at five-thirty a.m. 

revel (rev/al) /‘revol/ v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling, n. —v. 1. [~ + in + obj] to take great 
pleasure in; enjoy greatly: to revel in luxury. 2. [no obj) 
to enjoy lively, pleasurable activities such as feasting or 
dancing. —n. 3. [noncount) the act of enjoying activities; 
revelry. 4. Often, revels. [piura an occasion of parties, 
feasting, etc.: A neighbor called the police and thus puta 
stop to their late-night revels. —rev/el-er; esp. Brit., 
rev’el-ler, n. [count] 

rev-e-la-tion (rev’a lā/shən) /,reva'leyfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of revealing. 2. [count] something re- 
vealed: Ht came as a stunning revelation that he was an 
adopted child. 

rev-elery (revfal rē) /revəlriy/ n., pl. -ries. 1. [non- 
count] the act of reveling: a week of nonstop revelry. 2. 
[count] an occasion of reveling: The noise from their rev- 
elries was getting on my nerves. 

re-venge (ri venj’) /ri'vend3/ v., -venged, -veng:-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj] 1. to demand or give punishment for a 
wrong done to (someone), esp. in an unforgiving spirit: 
to revenge a murdered brother by killing the murderer. 
2. to inflict pain or harm for (some wrong done to one- 
self); avenge: to revenge a betrayal. —n. [noncount) 3. 
the act of revenging: his big chance for revenge. 4. the 
desire to get revenge; vindictiveness. —re-venge/ful, 
adj. See -VENGE-. 

rev-e-nue (rev/an yoo’, -ə ndo’) /‘revon,yuw, -3,nuw/ n. 
1. the income of a government from taxation, used for 
public expenses: [noncount]: taxing tobacco, another 
form of revenue. [ptiral): Revenues were down sharply. 
2. money regularly coming in; a source of income: [non- 
count]: business revenue. (plural): revenues from airline 
tickets. See -vEN-. 

re-ver-ber-ate (ri vûr/bə rat’) /ri'varba,reyt/ v. [no obj], 
-at-ed, -at-ing. 1. to reecho: Her singing reverberated 
through the house. 2. to have a long-lasting effect: The 
dismissal of half the employees reverberated throughout 
the company. 

re-ver-ber-a-tion (rē vir/bar a/shan) /riy,varbor'cyfan/ 
n. 1. the act of reverberating: [count]: the reverberations 
from the distant thunder. [noncount]. the acoustics of re- 
verberation. 2. [count] a long-lasting effect due to a sud- 
den act: the reverberations from the sudden dismissal of 
half the workers. 

re-vere (ri vér’) /ri'vior/ v. [~ + obj], -vered, -ver-ing. 
to look upon (someone or something) with reverence: to 
revere all the beauty of nature. 

rev-er-ence (rev/ar ans, rev/rans) /'revərəns, ‘revrons/ 
n. [noncournt] a feeling of deep respect, awe, and humil- 
ity: deep reverence for life. 

rev-er-end (rev/ar and, rev/rand) /revorond, 'revrond/ 
n. 1. [Revererid; sorietimes: the + ~] (used, usually be- 
fore a proper name, as a title of respect for a member of 
the clergy or a religious order): the Keverend Timothy 
Schade; Reverend Mother. 2. (count; usually singular) a 


634 


member of the clergy, esp. a Protestant minister: Fer- 
haps the good reverend would stand over here. 

rev-er-ent (rev’ar ant) /‘revoront/ adj. having or show- 
ing reverence: to be reverent during Mass. —rev/er-ent: 
ly, adv.: She bowed her head reverently. 

rev-er-ie (rev’a rē) /'revoriy/ n. 1. [noncount) a state of 
dreamy thinking: /ost in reverie. 2. [count] a daydream: 
absurd reveries of a perfect society. 

revers (ri ver’, -var’) /ri'vior, -'veor/ n. [count], pl. 
-vers (-verz’, -varz’) /-'viorz, -'veorz/. a part of a piece 
of clothing turned back to show the facing, esp. a lapel. 
See -VERT-. 

re-verseal (ri vir/sal) /ri'varsol/ n. 1. [noncount] an act 
or instance of reversing; a state of being reversed. 2. 
[count] a change of one’s fortune or luck for the worse: 
She suffered a reversal in her job. See -VERT-. 

re-verse (ri vurs’) /ri'v3rs/ adj., n., v., -versed, -vers- 
ing. —adj. [before a noun) 1. opposite or contrary in po- 
sition, direction, order, etc.: to arrange the names in re- 
verse order. 2. with the back toward the observer: the re- 
verse side of a fabric. 3. of or retating to movement in a 
mechanism opposite to that made under ordinary run- 
ning conditions: reverse gear. —n. 4. [noncount; the + 
~ the opposite or contrary of something: His answer was 
the reverse of what we expected. 5. [noncount; the + ~] 
the back or rear of anything: Can't you button this on the 
reverse? 6. [count] a change of fortune for the worse: 
Our football team suffered yet another reverse. 7. [non- 
count] the condition of being reversed: fo put an engine 
into reverse. —v. 8. to turn in an opposite position: [~ + 
obj): He reversed the chairs so that they faced each 
other. [~ + oneself): reversed himself after going in the 
wrong direction. [no obj): He reversed and raced down 
the sideline. 9. to turn in the opposite direction; send on 
the opposite course: [~ + obj]: He reversed the car. [no 
obj): The car reversed and swung right. 10. [~ + obj] to 
turn in the opposite order: to reverse a process. 11. [~ 
+ obj] to turn inside out or upside down: to reverse the 
socks. 12. [~ + obj] to declare to be the opposite of (a 
decree, etc.); annul: The High Court reversed the verdict. 
13. [~ + obj] to change to the opposite: to reverse the 
policy of racial discrimination. —-Idiom. 14. reverse 
(the) charges, to have the charges for a telephone call 
billed to the person receiving the call; to call cotlect: Op- 
erator, | need to reverse the charges on this long- 
distance call. —re-vers/i-ble, adj.: The coat has a re- 
versible inner lining. See -VvERT-. 

reverse’ discrimina/tion, n. [noncount] discrimina- 
tion against white people or males resulting from prefer- 
ential policies intended to remedy past discrimination 
against minorities or females. 

re-vert (ri vart’) /ri'vart/ v. [~ + to + obj] 1. to return 
to a former habit, practice, belief, etc.: He's reverted to 
smoking again. 2. to return to the former owner or that 
person's heirs: The property reverts to the former own- 
ers. 3. to go back in thought or discussion: kept revert- 
ing to his childhood. —re-ver-sion (ri vur/zhan) 
/ri'varzon/ n. Lnoncount)] See -vERT-. 

re-view (ri vyao’) /ri'vyuw/ n., 1. [count] a critical arti- 
cle, as in a periodical, about a book, play, etc.; a critique: 
The reviews on the new play were mixed. 2. the process 
of going over a subject again in study to keep it in the 
memory: [count]: made a quick review of his notes just 
before his presentation. (noncount): He left no time for 
review before the test. 3. [count] a general survey; an ac- 
count of something: a review of the previous work, 4. an 
inspection, esp. a formal inspection of a military force, 
parade, etc.: [count]: a review of the troops. [noncount): 
The troops were on review. 5. [count] a journal contain- 
ing articles on books, art, etc.: a literary review. 6. a sec- 
ond view of something, as of a case or decision by a 
court: [moncount]: The case is under review right now by 
the Supreme Court. [count]: sent to a higher court for a 
review. —v. 7. to go over (lessons, etc.) in review: [~ + 
obj): We'll need to review our notes in the morning. (no 
obj): | hope t have time to review before the test. 8. [~ 
+ obj] to examine over again, esp. with a thought of 
changing: to review the way government aides are ap- 
pointed. 9. [~ + obj] to inspect, esp. formally or offi- 
cially: to review the troops. 10. [~ + obj] to discuss (a 
book, etc.) in a critical review: reviews plays for that 
newspaper. 11. [~ + obj] to view again in one’s mind: 
He reviewed the events of the day. 12. [~ + obj] to re- 
examine in a court of law: to review a case. —res 
view/’er, n. [count]: The reviewers criticized the play se- 
verely. 

re-vile (ri vil’) /ri'vayl/ v. [~ + obj], -viled, -vil-ing. to 
address (someone) or speak of (someone) with contempt 
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or insulting language: She revited him and accused him 
of betraying her. —re-vile7ment, n. (noncount]) —re- 
vilfer, n. [count] 

re-vise (ri viz’) /ri'vayz/ v. [~ + obj), -vised, -vis-ing. 1. 
to change or alter, esp. after thinking about (something): 
revised her opinion of him when she saw his work. 2. to 
change or alter something written to make corrections, 
improve, etc.: to revise a manuscript. See -vis-. 

re-vis-ion (ri vizh/ən) /ri'vizon/ n. 1. the act or work of 
revising: [noncount]:; The book wilt need extensive revi- 
sion before it can be published. [count]: We made exten- 
sive revisions in the third chapter. 2. [count] a revised 
form of something, as a book: a new revision of the 
book. See -vis-. 

revisionism (ri vizh’a niz’am) /ri'viza,nizam/ n. [non- 
count) (among Communists) any departure from Marxist 
doctrine, theory, or practice, esp. the tendency to favor 
reform above revolutionary change. —re-vi/sion-ist, n. 
(count), adj. See -vis-. 

re-victal-ize (ré vit/l iz’) /riy'vayt|,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-iz-ing. to give new life, vitality, or strength to: to revitalize 
the ailing steet indnstry. —re-victaleieza-tion (rē vit/l i za/- 
shan) /riy vaythi'zeyfon/ n. (noncount): the revitalization of 
the economy. See -vit-. 

re-viveal (ri vi/val) /ri'vayvol/ n. 1. [noncount] coming 
back to use, acceptance, or popularity: the revivat of old 
customs. 2. [count] a new production of an old play: a 
revival of The Death of a Salesman. 3. [noncount] the act 
of bringing back or coming back to life, consciousness, 
etc.; the state of being revived: quick revival after drown- 
ing. 4. a. [noncount) increased interest in religion. b. 
[count] an event due to such interest: a few revivals fea- 
turing hymns and fiery preachers. —re-viv/al-ist, n. 
[count] See -viv-. 

re-vive (ri viv’) /ri'vayv/ v., -vived, -viveing. 1. to (cause 
to) be brought back or taken up again; (cause to) be re- 
newed: [~ + obj]: Don't revive those old prejudices. [no 
obj): Her interest in playing the trumpet revived. 2. to re- 
store to life or consciousness: [~ + obj]: The paramed- 
ics worked to revive the drowning victim. [no obj): Some- 
how she revived after a few minutes. 3. [~ + obj] to put 
on or show (an old play, etc.) again. See -viv-. 

reeviveiefy (ri viva fi’) /ri'viva,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. to restore to life; give new life to; revive. —re- 
viv-i-fi-ca-tion (ri viv/i fi ka’shan) /rt,vivifi'keyfan/ n. 
(noncount) See -viv-. 

rev-o-carble (rev’a kə bal or, often, ri vō7-) /'revakabol 
or, often, rı'vow-/ also reevokeasble (ri vO/ka bal, rev’- 
a-) /ri'vowkabal, 'revə-/ adj. capable of being revoked. 
—rev-o-castion (rev’a ka/shan) /,reva'keyfon/ n. (non- 
count): threatened with revocation of his license. See 
-VOC-. 

re-voke (ri vOk’) /ri'vowk/ v. [~ + Obj], -voked, -voke 
ing. to take back or withdraw; annul or cancel: revoked 
his driver's license. See -Vvoc-. 

re-volt (ri volt”) /ri'vowlt/ v. 1. [no obj] to engage in a 
revolution; rebel: The peasants wanted to revolt against 
the government. 2. to (cause to) have a feeling of disgust 
or horror in (someone): [~ + obj): The violence in that 
movie revolted her. [no obj): One's mind revolts at the 
thought of killing. —n. 3. an act of rebellion: [count]: an 
open revolt against the dean's power. [noncount): peas- 
ants in revolt against the government. 

revolting (ri vol/ting) /ri'vowltin/ adj. disgusting; 
causing a feeling of horror: a revolting scene in the 
movie. 

rev-o-luction (rev/a 160’shan) /,reva'luwfan/ nm. 1. a 
complete overthrow and replacement of an established 
government by force: [noncount]: This country does not 
change its government by revolution, [count]: a number 
of revohitions in recent years. 2. [count] a sudden, com- 
plete change in something: a socialt revolution caused by 
automation. 3. (count) a. a turning round or rotating 
around a single point: The engine was racing at over 
50,000 revolutions per minute. b. a moving in a curving 
course, as about a central point: one complete revohition 
around the racetrack. 4. [count] the orbiting of one 
heavenly body around another: The earth's revolution 
around the sun takes one year. —rev/o-lu/tion-ist, n. 
[count) 

rev-o-lu-tion-arsy (rev/a l50’%sha ner/é) 
/reva'luwfa,neriy/ adj., n., pl. -ar-ies. —adj. 1. [before a 
noun] of or relating to a revolution: a revolutionary 
leader. 2. new or different; causing great change: a revo- 
lutionary discovery. —n. [count] 3. a person participating 
in or calling for a revolution: The revolutionaries chal- 
tenged the army to join them. 
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rev-o-lu-tion-ize (rev/a lōo/shə niz/) /,revo'luwfo,nayz/ 
v. [~ + obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to bring about a revolution 
in: Computers wilt revolutionize how people learn a lan- 
guage. 

re-volve (ri volv’) /ri'vnlv/ v., -volved, -volv-ing. 1. [no 
obj] to move in a curving course: The earth revolves 
around the sun, 2. to turn around, as around a center 
point: [no obj): The wheel revolved stowly. [~ + obj]: He 
revolved the beads around in his hand. 3. {~ + around 
+ obj) to focus or center on: The discussion revolved 
around a new plan to increase profits. 

re-volv-er (ri vol/var) /ri'volvor/ n. [count] 1. a pistol 
having a revolving chamber for holding bullets. 2. a per- 
son or thing that revolves. 

revolv/ing door’, n. [conn] 1. a door that rotates 
around a central point. 2. Informal. a. an organization 
that frequently replaces the people who work for it. b. an 
institution, as a hospital or prison, that discharges people 
in the shortest possible time and without adequate atten- 
tion. 

revue or review (ri vydo’) /ri'vyuw/ n. [count] 1. a 
form of theatrical entertainment in which recent events, 
popular fads, etc., are made fun of. 2. any entertainment 
featuring skits, dances, and songs. 

revulsion (ri vul’shan) /ri'valfan/ n. [noncount] a 
strong feeling of disgust, distaste, or dislike: flted with 
revulsion whenever she watches boxing. 

re-ward (ri word’) /ri'word/ n. 1. [count] money offered 
for the finding or capture of a criminal, the recovery of 
lost property, etc.: Do you suppose we'll get a reward for 
turning in this waltet? 2. something given or received for 
services done, for doing something of merit, etc.: 
[count]: Seeing his children succeed was the most im- 
portant reward in Ins life. [noncount): There is not much 
financial reward in teaching. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to give a 
reward to (a person or animal) for service, merit, etc.: 
The dog's owner rewarded it with a biscuit. 

re-ward-ing (ri wor/ding) /ri'wordin/ adj. giving or pro- 
viding a reward: a rewarding experience; a rewarding Oc- 
cupation. 

re-wind (rē wind’) /riy'waynd/ v., -wound, -wind-ing. to 
wind again, such as a tape on a videocassette player: [~ 
+ obj): He rewound the tape. [no obj): After the tape re- 
winds, play it on this other VCR. 

reeword (rë wird’) /riy'ward/ v. [~ + obj] to put into 
other words: to reword a contract. 

reework (rē wiirk’) /riy'wark/ v. [~ + obj] to make 
changes in: He reworked the schedule. 

re-write (v. rē rit?; n. ré/rit’) / v. riy'rayt; n. 'riy,rayt/ v., 
-wrote, -writ-ten, -writ-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to write 
in a different manner; revise: Please rewrite this essay; 
it's confusing. 2. to write again: to rewrite a check. 3. to 
write up (news sent in by a reporter) for a newspaper. 
—n. [count] 4. something written again in a different 
manner; a revision. 

RFD or R.F.D., an abbreviation of: rural free delivery. 

rhap-so-dize (rap/’sa diz’) /'ræpsa,dayz/ v., -dized, -diz- 
ing. to talk (about something) with enthusiasm or excite- 
ment: [no Obj): rhapsodized about his years in France. 
[used with quotations]: “Ah, New Zealand, the most won- 
derfut place to tive,” he rhapsodized. 

rhap-so-dy (rap/sa dé) /ræpsədiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. 
l. a piece of music that is irregular in form and highly 
emotional. 2. an expression of great passion, such as an 
intense speech: a rhapsody about true love. —rhap-sod- 
ic (rap sod/ik) /rwep'sodik/ rhap-sod/i-cal, adj. 

rheea (ré%a) /riyo/ n. [count], pl. rhe-as. either of two 
ostrichlike birds of South America. 

rhe-o-stat (ré/a stat’) /'riya,stwt/ n. [count] a device 
that regulates the flow of current through an electrical 
circuit. See -STAT-. 

rhe’sus mon/key (ré@/sas) /'riysas/ n. [connt] a kind of 
monkey, a macaque, of India, used in biological and 
medical research. Also called rhe’sus. 

rhet-o-ric (ret/ar ik) /‘retarik/ n. [noncount] 1. a. the 
art of effectively using language in speech or writing. b. 
language skillfully used. 2. exaggerated language that is 
empty and meaningless; bombast. —rhe-tor-i-cal (ri- 
tôri kəl, -tor’-) /ri'torikal, -'tor-/ adj. [before a nonr) 
—rhe-tor/i-cal-ly, adv. 

rhetor/ical ques/tion, n. [count] a question asked 
only for effect and not to obtain a reply, as “What is so 
rare as a day in June?” 

rhet-o-ri-cian (ret/a rish’an) /,reta'rifan/ n. [count] one 
skilled in the study of rhetoric. 

rheum (room) /ruwm/ n. [noncount] a thin, fluid sub- 
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stance from the mucous membranes, esp. during a cold. 
—rheum’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

rheuemateic (rð mat/ik) /ru'mwtik/ adj. of or relating 
to rheumatism. 

rheumat/ic fe’ver, n. [noncount] a severe disease, 
usually affecting children, marked by fever, swelling of 
the joints, and heart disturbances. 

rheuemastism (rd0/ma tiz’am) /‘ruwms,tizom/ n. [non- 
count] 1. any of several disorders affecting the joints or 
muscles. 2. RHEUMATIC FEVER. 

rhine-stone (rin/stdn’) /‘rayn,stown/ n. [count] an artifi- 
cial gemstone cut with rock crystal in imitation of a dia- 
mond: His jacket glittered with rhinestones. 

rhieni-tis (rì nitis) /ray'naytis/ m. [noncount) redness, 
soreness, and swelling of the nose membranes. 

rhieno (ri7nd) /‘raynow/ n. [count], pl. -nos, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -no. a rhinoceros. 

rhienoc-er-os (ri nosar as) /ray'npsoras/ n. [count], pl. 
-os-es, (esp. when thought of as a group) -os. a large, 
thick-skinned, plant-eating mammal of Africa and Asia, 
with one or two upright horns on the snout. 

rhizome (ri7zom) /‘rayzowm/ n. [count] a rootlike un- 
derground stem that produces roots below and sends up 
shoots from its upper surface. 

rho-do-den-dron (rd’da den/dran) /,rowda'dendroan/ n. 
[count] a shrub or tree of the heath family, having 
rounded clusters of bright flowers and oval leaves. 

rhomebus (roni’bas) /'rombas/ n. [count], pl. -bus-es, 
-bi (-bi) /-bay/. a four-sided figure with all four sides par- 
allel and equal in length but with oblique angles. 

rhuebarb (rd0’barb) /'ruwbarb/ n. 1. [norcourit] the 
fleshy leafstalks of a plant, used in making pies, 
preserves, etc. 2. [count] Slang. a quarrel or squabble. 

rhyme (rim) /raym/ n., v, rhymed, rhym-ing. —n. 1. 
[noncourit] similarity or sameness in sound of the end of 
words or lines of verse: the use of rhyme. 2. [count] a 
word that has the same sounds at the end: The word 
find is a rhyme for mind and kind. 3. [count] a poem 
having lines with such agreement in the final sounds. 
—yv. 4. to use (a word) as a rhyme to another word; use 
(words) as rhymes: [~ + obj): See if you can rhyme the 
word “dog” witht some other word in English. [~ + with 
+ obj; not: be + ~ing]: Although they are written alike, 
the word rain does not rhyme with again. [no obj; not: be 
+ ~ing): The words rain and again do not rhyme. 
—Idiom. 5. rhyme or reason, (used with negative 
words or phrases) logic, sense, or method: There was no 
rhymie or reason to their actions. —rhym/er, n. (count) 
rhythm (rith’am) /‘ridam/ n. 1. movement with a regu- 
lar pattern with a beat or accent that occurs at fixed 
times: [count]: the even rhythms of her heartbeat. [non- 
count): tripte rhythm in music. 2. [count] the regular oc- 
currence of particular phases, etc.: the rhythm of the sea- 
sons. 3. [noncount] the regular recurrence of related 
elements in a system of motion: a sense of rhythm in 
dancing. 

rhythm and blues’, n. [noncount] a folk-based form 
of black popular music. 

rhyth-mic (rith’mik) /‘ridmik/ adj. Also, rhyth’mical. of 
or relating to rhythm: the rhythmic pattern of the rain- 
drops on the tin roof. —rhyth’mi-calely, adv. 

rhythm’ meth/od, n. [noncount] a method of birth 
contro! in which sexual intercourse is not performed 
when ovulation is most likely to occur. 

RI, an abbreviation of: Rhode Island. 

rib! (rib) /rib/ z., v., ribbed, rib-bing. —n. [count] 1. one 
of a series of curved bones connected to the backbone 
and occurring in pairs on each side of the body. 2. a cut 
of meat, as beef, containing a rib. 3. something resem- 
bling a rib in form, position, or use, such as a strength- 
ening part: the ribs of an uribrella. —v. [~ + obj) 4. to 
furnish or Surround with ribs. 

rib? (rib) /rib/ v. [~ + obj], ribbed, rib-bing. to tease; 
make fun of: ribbed him about his balding head. —rib/- 
ber, s. (comrit) 

ribeald (rib’ald; speling pron. ri/bald) /'ribald; spelling 
pron. raybəld/ adj. vulgar or indecent in speech, lan- 
guage, etc.; humorous in a crude way; irreverent. —rib/- 
aldery, 1. (roricourit) 

rib-bon (rib/an) /‘riban/ n. 1. [count] a band of fine ma- 
terial, used for ornament, tying, etc.: bright ribbons ini 
her hair. 2. [nortcount) material in such strips: a few 
strips of bright ribbon. 3. ribbons, [plira torn or 
ragged strips; shreds: Clothes torn to ribbons. 4. (count) 
a band of inked material used in a typewriter, printer, 
etc. 

ri/bo-nu-cleZic ac/id (ri/bō nõo klē/ik, -klā/-, -nydd-) 
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/'raybownuw'kliyik, -'kley-, -nyuw-/ n. [noncount] a 
molecule that is important in the synthesis of protein. 

rice (ris) /rays/ n, v, riced, riceing. —n. [noncount) 1. 
the starchy seeds or grain of grass of marshy areas, culti- 
vated in warm climates and used for food. 2. the grass 
itself. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to reduce to a form resembling 
rice: to rice potatoes. 

rich (rich) /ritf/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. having wealth 
or great possessions. 2. having great or many natural 
resources: a rich harvest last year. 3. [be + ~ + with/in] 
having a great amount of something: fruits rich in vita- 
min C. 4. containing a large amount of cream, butter, 
fat, sugar, or the like: a rich gravy. 5. (of color, etc.) 
deep, strong, full, or mellow: a deep, rich red wine. 6. 
[be + ~] Informal. highly amusing, so as to be absurd: 
Go on a date with you? Ha, that’s rich! —n. 7. the rich, 
[plural; used with a plural verb] rich people thought of 
as a group: Tlie rich get richer. —rich/ly, adv. —rich/’- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

richees (rich/iz) /‘ritfiz/ n. [plura a great many valua- 
ble possessions; wealth. 

Rich’ter scale’ (rik/tar) /‘riktor/ n. [proper noun; usu- 
ally: the + ~] a scale ranging from | to 10, for indicating 
the strength or force of an earthquake. 

rick (rik) /rik/ n. [count] 1. a large stack or pile of hay, 
straw, corn, or the like, in a field. 2. a stack of wood. 

rick-ets (rik/its) /‘rikits/ n. (noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb] a childhood disease in which the bones 
soften from a low supply of vitamin D and not enough 
sunlight. 

rick-et-ey (rik/i tē) /‘rikitiy/ adj., -i-er, -irest. 1. likely to 
fall or collapse; shaky; old or dilapidated: a rickety chair. 
2. of or relating to rickets. 

ricksshaw or rickesha (rik’shd, -sha) /'rıkfo, -fa/ n. 
[count] a small, two-wheeled cartlike vehicle for carrying 
passengers, pulled by one person. 

riceo-chet (rik’a sha’, rik’a sha’) /rika'fey, 'riko,fey/ n., 
v, -cheted (-shad’, -shad’) /-‘feyd, -feyd/ -chet-ing 
(-sha/ing, -sha/ing) /-'feyin, -,feyin/ or (esp. Brit.) -chet» 
ted (-shet/id) /-,fetid/ -chet-ting (-shet/ing) /-fetin/. 
—n. [count] 1. the rebound of an object thrown or pro- 
pelled after it hits a glancing blow against a surface. —v. 
[no obj) 2. to move in this way, such as a bullet: bullets 
ricocheting off the walls. 

ricotta (ri kot/a, -k0/ta) /ri'knto, -'koto/ n. [noncount) 
a soft Italian cheese that resembles cottage cheese. 

rid (rid) /rid/ v. [~ + obj + of + obj], rid or rid-ded, 
rid-ding. 1. to free or relieve of something unwanted: 
Rid your mind of doubt and believe in me. —Idiom. 2. 
be or get rid of, [~ + obj] to be or become free of: Fi- 
nally we are rid of the insect problem. 

ridedance  (rid’ns) /‘ridns/ n. [noncount] —Idiom. 
good riddance, (used to express relief at no longer 
needing to deal with someone or something that is gone 
or has been removed): They're gone, and good riddarice! 

rideden (rid/n) /‘ridn/ v. a pp. of RIDE. 

rid-dfe! (rid/!) /‘ridl/ n. [count] 1. a puzzling question 
put so as to make it difficult to answer it or discover its 
meaning: A childhood riddle is “What kind of dog has no 
tail?” —The answer: a hot dog. 2. a puzzling problem, 
matter, or person: His behavior is a riddle. 

rid-die? (rid/!) /‘ridl/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to pierce with many 
holes: Bullets riddled the target. 2. to fill or affect with 
(something undesirable): The department is riddled with 
graft. 

ride (rid) /rayd/ v., rode (rōd) /rowd/ rideden (rid/n) 
l'ridņ/ rid-ing, n. —v. 1. to sit on and manage a horse or 
other animal in motion: [no obj): He rode on the back of 
an elephant. [~ + obj): He rode the elephant all around 
the circus stage. 2. to (cause to) be carried along in a ve- 
hicle: [~ + obj): She rides a bicycle to school. [no obj): 
He rode on the subway to work. 3. [~ + on + obj) to 
move along in any way: He was riding on his friend's Suc- 
cess. 4. [10 obj] to have a specified character for riding 
purposes: The car rides snioothly. 5. [~ + on + obj) to 
depend: hopes riding on a promniotion. ©. [no obj) to 
continue without interference: Let the matter ride. 7. to 
sit or move along on: [~ + obj]: The ship rode the 
waves. [no obj): The ship rode on the waves. 8. to ride 
over, along, or through (a road, etc.): [no obj): They rode 
along the highways. [~ + obj]: They rode the back 
roads. 9. [~ + obj] to make fun of, bother, or pester: 
kept riding her about her boyfriend. 10. [~ + obj; usu- 
ally: be + ridden] to control or domineer: a man ridden 
by fear. 11. [~ + obj] to carry (a person) on something 
as if on a horse: He rode the child about on his back. 
12. ride out, [~ + obj) a. to come safely through or 
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survive (a storm, etc.), such as while riding at anchor: 
The ship rode out the storm. b. to come through or en- 
dure (something): rode out the first year of college fairly 
well. 13. ride up, [no obj] to move up from the proper 
place or position: This skirt always rides up. —n. [court] 
14. a journey or trip on a horse, etc., or on or in a vehi- 
cle. 15. a means of being taken by a motor vehicle: My 
ride‘’s here. 16. a vehicle, such as a roller coaster, on 
which people ride for amusement. —-Idiom. 17. take 
(someone) for a ride, to deceive; trick: Those swindlers 
took us for a ride. 

rid-er (rifdar) /raydar/ n. [count] 1. a person who rides 
a horse, a bicycle, etc. 2. something that rides. 3. an ad- 
ditional statement added to a document, such as a lease. 

rid-er-ship (ri/dar ship’) /‘raydor,fip/ n. (moncount) the 
number of passengers who use a public transportation 
system: Ridership on subways ts increasing. 

ridge (rij) /rid3/ n. (count) 1. a long, narrow elevation of 
land. 2. the long and narrow upper edge of something, 
as a hill or wave. 3. any raised, narrow strip, as on Cloth. 
4. (on a weather chart) a narrow, elongated area of high 
pressure: a high-pressure ridge building slowly. 

ridged (rijd) /rid3d/ adj. having, formed into, or showing 
ridges: a ridged fabric. 

rid-iscule (rid/i kydol’) /'ridi,kyuwl/ r., v., -culed, -cul- 
ing. —n. [noncount) 1. speech or action intended to 
cause others to laugh unkindly because of insults; deri- 
sion: His foolish conunents were met with ridicule. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to make fun of: He ridiculed his rivals when- 
ever he could. 

riedic-u-lous (ri dik’ya las) /ri'dikyalas/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to ridicule: What a ridiculous idea! —ri-dic/uclousely, 
adv.: What a ridiculously stupid idea! —riedic/u-lous- 
ness, n. [noncount]) 

rife (rif) /rayf/ adj. [be + ~] 1. of common or frequent 
occurrence; plentiful: Crime is rife in the city. 2. [~ + 
with] full of: The city is rife with crime nowadays. —rife/- 
ness, n. [noncourt] 

riff (rif) /rif/ n. [count] 1. music played as an improvisa- 
tion to the main line of music, esp. in jazz or rock music: 
a solo guitar riff. —v. (no obj] 2. to perform a riff. 

rif-fle (riffal) /rifal/ v. [~ + obj], -fled, -fling. to flip 
hastily with the fingers; flutter: to riffle papers. 

riff-raff (riffraf’) /rif,raf/ n. [plura disreputable or un- 
wanted people. 

rifle? (ri/fal) /‘rayfal/ n., v., -fled, -fling. —n. [count] 1. 
a shoulder firearm with a long barrel. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to cut spiral grooves within (a gun barrel, etc.). 3. to 
throw (a ball) at high speed: He rifled the ball back to the 
infield. —ri/fleeman, n. [count], pt. -men. 

rifle? (riffal) /‘rayfol/ v. [~ (+ through) + obj], -fled, 
-fling. to search through and steal or rob: The burglars 
rifled (through) their dresser drawers. —ri/fler, r. 
(count) 

ri-fling (ri/fling) /‘rayflin/ n. [noncount) 1. the cutting of 
spiral grooves in a gun barrel, etc. 2. the system of 
grooves cut in this way. 

rift (rift) /rift/ n. [count] 1. a narrow crack, hole, or fis- 
sure. 2. a break in friendly relations: The incident cre- 
ated a rift that will take years to repair. 3. Geology. a 
fault. 

rig (rig) /rig/ v., rigged, rig-ging, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
fit (a ship, etc.) with ropes, chains, etc.: The new ship was 
rigged for its first sail. 2. to furnish with equipment: The 
truck was rigged with a roof rack. 3. to assemble, install, 
or prepare: [~ (+ up) + obj]: The campers rigged (up) a 
shelter from tree branches. [~ + obj (+ up)): rigged a 
shelter (up) from branches. 4. to arrange in a dishonest 
way; fix: fo rig prices. —n. 5. [count] the arrangement of 
the masts, sails, etc., on a ship. 6. [count] a device or 
apparatus designed for some purpose: an oil-drifling rig. 
7. [count] a tractor-trailer truck: an eighteen-wheel rig. 

rigeaema-role (rig’a ma dl’) /‘rigoams,rowl/ n. RIGMA- 
ROLE. 

rig-ging (rig’ing) /‘rigin/ m. [noncount] 1. the ropes, 
chains, and tackle used to support and work the masts, 
sails, etc., on a ship. 2. a device for lifting heavy objects. 
3. clothing; costume. 

right (rit) /rayt/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv., v. —adj. 1. 
agreeing with what is good, proper, or just: right con- 
duct. [it + be + ~ + to + verb): Is it ever right to kill 
someone? [it + be + ~ + (that) clause): “It is right and 
proper that we give thanks to God,” he intoned. 2. [be + 
~ correct in one’s judgment or action: You were right; 
the movie was terrible. {~ + to + verb]: You were right 
to fire him. 3. correct in fact: Is that the right answer? 4, 
fitting; suitable; desirable: the right clothes for the occa- 
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sion. 5. [before a noun) of or relating to the side of a 
person or thing that is toward the east when that person 
or thing is facing north. 6. sound; sane: in one’s right 
mind. 7. in good health or spirits: / haven't felt right in 
days. 8. front or upper: right side up. 9. (often: Right) of 
or belonging to the political Right; having conservative 
views in politics. —n. 10. [count] something due to any- 
one by a just claim, moral principles, nature, etc.: fhe 
right to free speech. 11. (noncount) that which is morally 
or legally proper and correct: the difference between 
right and wrong. 12. [noncount; usually: the + ~] the 
State or quality or an instance of being correct: You are 
in the right and the courts should agree with your claim. 
13. [moncount] the side that is normally opposite to that 
where the heart is: fo turn to the right. 14. [court] a 
right-hand turn: Make a right at the corner. 15. the 
Right, (noncount) a. individuals or groups calling for 
keeping the established political, social, or economic or- 
der. b. the conservative position held by these people. 
—aadv. 16. in a straight or direct line: The ship went right 
to the bottom. 17. quite; completely: My hat was 
Knocked right off. 18. immediately; promptly: turned on 
the TV right after dinner. 19. exactly; precisely: Put it 
down right here on the table. 20. correctly or accurately: 
You guessed right. 21. properly: to live right. 22. to 
one’s benefit or advantage: After a long hassle everything 
turned out right. 23. on or to the right: to turn right. 24. 
Informal. very; extremely: a right fine day. 25. (often: 
Right; used in certain titles] very: The Right Reverend 
John C. Doe. —v. [~ + obj] 26. to put in or back to an 
upright position: to right a fallen lamp. 27. to bring into 
agreement with fact; correct: to right one’s point of view. 
28. to do justice to: The king would right the wrongs 
done by the prince. —Idiom. 29. by rights, in fair- 
ness; justly: We should by rights have made back all our 
money by this time. 30. in one’s own right, by reason 
of one’s own ability: Although he was the son of a fa- 
mous football coach he soon became famous in his own 
right. 31. in the right, having the support of reason or 
law. 32. right away or off, without hesitation; immedi- 
ately: Right off, you could tell he disliked her. 33. right 
on, Slang. (used to express approval of what has been 
said or agreement that it is exactly right): “Power to the 
people,” he yelled, and the crowd roared back “Right 
on!” 34. to rights, into proper condition or order: fo set 
a messed-up room to rights. —right/ly, adv. —right/- 
ness, ri. [rorncount) 
right’ an/’gle, n. (count) the angle formed by two per- 
pendicular lines; an angle of 90°. 
right-eous (ri/chas) /'raytfəs/ adj. 1. having just cause 
for something; justifiable: righteous indignation at being 
accused falsely. 2. of or relating to an upright, proper, or 
moral way of life; virtuous. 3. Siang. genuinely good: 
some righteous playing by a jazz great. —right’eoussly, 
adv. —right’eous-ness, r. [roncount) 
right-ful (rit/fel) /‘raytfal/ adj. based on a valid, lawful, 
or just claim: the rightful heir to the throne. —right/- 
fully, adv. —right/ful-ness, n. Lnoncoust] 
right’ hand’, n. (count) 1. the hand on a person's right 
side. 2. the right side. 3. a position of honor or special 
trust. —adj. right/-hand’. 4. located on the right. 5. 
highly honored and trusted; being of great assistance: 
the governor's right-hand man. 
right/-hand/ed, adj. 1. using the right hand by prefer- 
ence: a right-handed pitcher. 2. adapted to or performed 
by the right hand: a car with a right-handed steering 
wheel. —adv. Also, right/-hand/edely. 3. with the right 
hand: batting right-handed against the left-handed 
pitcher. 4. toward the right hand. —right/-hand/- 
edness, n. [noncount) 
righteist (ri/tist) /‘raytist/ adj. (sometimes: Rightist] 1. of 
or relating to the political Right. —n. [count] 2. a mem- 
ber of the political Right; a conservative. —right/ism, n. 
(noncount) 
right/-mind/’ed, adj. right-thinking; having correct be- 
liefs: Any right-minded person would see things your 
way. 
right’ of way’ or right/-of-way/’, n., pl. rights of 
way, right of ways or rights-of-way, right-of-ways. 
1. [noncount] the right to proceed ahead of another ve- 
hicle: At the stop sign she had the right of way. 2. 
[count] a path or area of land that may lawfully be used 
or crossed. 
right/-to-life’, adj. [before a noms) opposed to abor- 
tion; of or relating to laws making abortion on demand 
illegal: the right-to-life movernent. —right/-to-lif/er, r. 
(count) 
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right’ triangle, n. [count] a triangle having a right 
angle. 

right’ wing’, n. [comt] 1. the conservative members in 
a political party. —adj. right’-wing’. 2. of or relating to 
the right wing. —right/-wing/er, n. [count] 

rigid (rijfid) /‘rid3zid/ adj. 1. stiff; not easily moved: a 
rigid strip of metal. 2. fixed in one’s thinking: He can be 
very rigid wher it comes to rules. 3. strict or severe: The 
rules are too rigid. —rig/id-ly, adv.: He stood rigidly at 
attention. —rig/id-ness, n. [noncount] 

riegid-i-ty (ri jid7i tē) /ri'd3iditiy/ n. [moncount] the 
quality of being rigid: the rigidity of the bones; rigidity in 
matters of miorals and doctrine. 

rigema-role (rig/mə rdl’) /‘rigma,rowl/ also rigeaemae 
role (rig’a ma rdl’) /‘rigama,rowl/ n. 1. a complicated 
procedure to be followed: (count; usually singular). What 
a rigmarole it was to get out of the country! (rionconnt): 
a lot of rigmarole just to get a passport. 2. [noncourit] 
confusing talk. 

rig-or (rig’ar) /‘rigar/ u. 1. (rroncount] the quality of be- 
ing Strict; strictness; inflexibility. 2. [count] hardship of 
some kind, as weather or climate: the rigors of winter. 3. 
[noncourt) careful accuracy: the rigor of matheniatics. 4. 
[noncourt] a rigid condition of the body's muscles when 
unnaturally stiffened. Also, esp. Brit., rig’our. 

rig-or mor-tis (rigar mor/tis) /‘rig'or mortis/ n. [non- 
count] the stiffening of the body after death. 

rigorous (rig’or əs) /'rigoras/ adj. of or relating to 
rigor: rigorous exercise; rigorous research. 

rile (ril), v. [~ + obj], rited, ril-ing. to irritate; vex. 

rim (rim) /rim/ u., v., rimmed, rim-eming. —n. [count] 1. 
the outer edge or border of something: a chip on the rim 
of the glass. 2. the outer circle of a wheel, attached to 
the hub by spokes. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to furnish with a 
rim. 4. to roll around the edge of but not go in: His last 
shot rinnned the basket. 

rime (rim) /raym/ n., v., rimed, rimeing. RHYME. 

rind (rind) /raynd/ n. a thick outer coat: [voncount]: or- 
ange rind. [count]: a few bacon rinds. —rind/less, adj. 

ring’ (ring) /rin/ u., v., ringed, ring-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
usually thin, circular band of strong material, such as 
gold, worn on the finger as an ornament, etc.: a diamond 
ring. 2. anything having the form of such a band: a 
smoke ring. 3. a circular line or mark: dark rings around 
the eyes. 4. a circle: to dance in a ring. 5. a number of 
persons or things arranged in a circle: a ring of hills. 6. a 
closed area for a sports contest or exhibition: a boxing 
ring; a circus ring. 7. a group working together for illegal 
purposes: a ring of dope smugglers. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
surround with a ring; encircle: The police ringed the the- 
ater to prevent riots. —Idiom. 9. run rings around, [~ 
+ obj) to do better than: His new company ran rings 
around the corrpetition. 

ring? (ring) /rin/ v., rang (rang) /ræp/ rung (rung) /ran/ 
ringing, 11. —v. 1. [110 Obj) to give forth a clear, echoing 
sound: The plone is ringing. 2. to cause a bell, tele- 
phone, etc., to give off a sound: [no obj): Just ring for 
service. [~ + obj]: Ring room service for dinner. 3. [no 
obj) to have a sound: The room rang with shouts. 4. {110 
obj) (of the ears) to have the sensation of a ringing 
sound: After the blow to his head his ears rang for sev- 
eral minutes. 5. [~ + adjective] to make a certain im- 
pression on the mind: a story that rings true. 6. to tele- 
phone: [~ + obj]: Ring us when you get home. [~ + obj 
+ up]: Ring us up when you get home. (~ + up + obj): 
Ring up your sister when you get back. [no obj): Ring 
when you get a chance. 7.[~ + obj] to announce by the 
sound of a bell: The bell rang the hour. 8. ring off, [no 
obj) Chiefly Brit. to end a telephone conversation: to ring 
off arid get back to work. 9. ring up, to register (the 
amount of a sale) on a cash register: [~ + up + obj): He 
rang up the sale. [~ + obj + up): | just rang it up. —n. 
[count] 10. a ringing sound: the ring of sleigh bells. 11. 
a sound like that of a ringing bell: te ring of laughter. 
12. /nformial. a telephone call: Give me a ring. 13. (usu- 
ally Singular] a characteristic sound or quality: This story 
has a ring of truth to it. —Idiom. 14. ring a bell, frfor- 
mial. to evoke a memory: That name doesn't ring a bell. 
ring-er' (ringfor) /‘rinor/ r. [count] a person or thing 
that encircles something. 

ring-er’ (ring/ar) /‘rigar/ u. (count) 1. a person or thing 
that rings or makes a ringing noise. 2. something or 
someone looking exactly like another. 3. a racehorse or 
an athlete entering a competition under false pretenses. 
ring-lead-er (ring/lé/dar) /‘rin,liydar/ n. [count] one 
who leads others, esp. in unlawful or rebellious activities. 
ring:let (ring/lit) /rinlit/ z. [comt] a curled lock of hair. 
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ring-mas-ter (ring/mas/tar) /'rin,mestor/ n. [court] one 
in charge of the performances in a circus ring. 

ring-side (ring/sid’) /‘rin,sayd/ n. [norcount) 1. the area 
occupied by the first row of seats on all sides of a stage, 
or a boxing ring: Seated at ringside, the champ waved to 
the crowd. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to the 
ringside: ringside seats at the concert. 3. (of a place or 
position) providing a close view of what is happening: a 
ringside view of the argument. 

ringworm $(ring/wurny’) /'rin,warm/ n. [moncount] a 
skin disease caused by fungi. 

rink (ringk) /rink/ n. [count] 1. a smooth area of ice for 
ice-skating. 2. a smooth floor for roller-skating. 3. a 
building or enclosure for ice-skating or roller-skating; 
skating arena. 

rinksy-dink (ring’ké dingk’) /‘rinkiy,digk/ adj. Slang. 
amateurish or of poor quality; small-time: a rinky-dink 
train system. 

rinse (rins) /rins/ v., rinsed, rins:ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to wash lightly, as by pouring water over as a final 
stage in washing: rinsed the dishes. 2. to remove (soap, 
etc.) by such a process: She rinsed the soap out of her 
hair. 3. to use a rinse on (the hair): blie-rinsed hair. 
—n. 4. [count] an act or instance of rinsing. 5. a liquid 
used on the hair after washing, esp. to color or condition 
it: [Woncount]: some blue rinse. (count): trying different 
rinses. 

riot (rifat) /rayot/ n. [count] 1. a noisy, violent public 
disorder: The arrest caused a riot in the city. 2. a wild 
mix or confusion: a riot Of colors. 3. [usually singular; a 
+ ~] something or someone very funny or amusing: You 
were a riot at the party. —v. [no obj) 4. to take part in a 
violent public disturbance: thousands rioting in the 
streets. —-Idiom. 5. run riot, [no ob] to behave wildly: 
The townspeople ran riot after the verdict. —ri/ot-er, n. 
[count] 

riotous (ri/ə tas) /'rayətəs/ adj. of or relating to a riot: 
the riotous undergraduates; a riotous night on the town. 

rip (rip) /rip/ v., ripped, ripsping, n. —v. 1. to tear apart 
roughly or vigorously: [~ + obj): to rip open a seam. [~ 
+ up + obj): He ripped up the newspaper. [~ + obj + 
up]: He ripped it up. [uo obj). Her slacks ripped when 
she fell. 2. [no obj) to move with violence or great 
speed: The car ripped along in a cloud of dust. 3. rip 
into, Informal. [~ + into + obj] to attack strongly; as- 
sail: really ripped into the proposal. 4. rip off, Slang. a. 
to steal: [~ + off + obj]: Someone ripped off his expen- 
sive new sports car. [~ + obj + off]: Someone must 
have ripped it off. b. to cheat or take from dishonestly: 
[~ + obj + off]: The car dealer tried to rip us off. [~ + 
off + obj): trying to rip off the tourists. —n. (count) 5. a 
tear made by ripping: a rip in her jacket. —Idiom. 6. 
let her or it rip, [no obj) Slang. to allow something to 
go on freely or without holding anything back: He revved 
up the engine and let her rip. —rip/per, n. (count) 

RIP or R.I.P., an abbreviation of: may he or she or they 
rest in peace (used on a gravestone). 

rip’ cord’, n. [count] a cord on a parachute that, when 
pulled, opens the parachute for descent. 

ripe (rip) /rayp/ adj., rip-er, ripeest. 1. completely ma- 
tured, such as grain or fruit ready to be picked and 
eaten: ripe, juicy oranges. 2. resembling fruit, as in full- 
ness: her ripe red lips. 3. being in the best condition for 
use, as beer. 4. characterized by full development; ma- 
ture: of ripe years. S. advanced: a ripe old age of 99. 6. 
[be + ~ + for] (of ideas, time, etc.) ready for action; fit 
for. The time is ripe for a change. —ripe/ly, adv. 
—ripe/ness, n. (noncount] 

rip-en (ri/pan) /'raypan/ v. to (cause to) become ripe: [~ 
+ obj): to ripen cheese. [no obj): The cheese ripens in 
those barrels for years. 

rip-off or rip-off (rip/6f’, -of/-) /rip,of, -,pf-/ n. [count] 
Slang. 1. an act of stealing or cheating. 2. a copy or imi- 
tation. 

rieposte or rispost (ri post’) /ri'powst/ n., v., -post-ed, 
-post-ing. —n. [count] 1. a quick, sharp reply: a clever 
riposte. —v. [no obj) 2. to reply quickly and sharply: 
quick to riposte. 

ripeple (ripal) /ripal/ v., -pled, -pling, 7. —v. 1. (of a 
liquid surface) to form small waves, as water when a 
breeze disturbs it: [70 obj): The water rippled in the Sim- 
light. [~ + obj]: The breeze rippled the water. 2. to 
(cause to) have small waves, ruffles, or folds: [no obj): 
His muscles rippled as he lifted the load. [~ + obj): rip- 
pling his muscles. 3. {110 obj] (of sound) to move along 
with a rising and falling sound: Laughter rippled through 
the crowd. —n. [count] 4. a small wave, as on water. 5. 
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a movement, form, or sound similar to this: a ripple of 
laughter. 

rip’ple effect’, n. [count] a spreading effect caused by 
a single action or event. 

rip/-roar/ing, adj. (before a noun) loudly wild and ex- 
citing; riotous: a rip-roaring good time. 

rise (riz) /rayz/ v., rose (rōz) /rowz/ riseen (rizfan) /‘rizon/ 
riseing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to get up from a lying, sitting, 
or kneeling position: She rose and walked over to greet 
me. 2. to get up from bed, esp. to begin the day: He 
likes to rise early. 3. to become active and resist some- 
one: The people rose up against the dictator. 4. to come 
into existence: A quarrel rose between them. 5. to move 
from a lower to a higher position: The smoke rose into 
the sky. 6. to ascend above the horizon, as the sun: The 
sun rises in the east. 7. to extend directly upward: The 
building rises from the center of the town. 8. to have an 
upward slant or curve: The road rises slightly. 9. to 
achieve a higher level, as of importance: to rise in the 
world. 10. to become happy or cheerful, as the spirits: 
His spirits rose when she smiled at him. 11. to become 
stirred in the emotions: could feel his temper rising at 
the insults. 12. to increase, as in height, amount, value, 
or force: The river is rising three feet an hour. 13. to 
swell or puff up, such as dough from the action of yeast: 
The bread hasn't finished rising yet. 14. to become 
louder or of higher pitch, as the voice: “You mean you 
cant help?” he cried, his voice rising to a squeak. 15. to 
return from the dead. 16. rise above, [~ + above + 
obj) to ignore and overcome, as difficulty: She rose 
above the heartbreak of the death of her son. 17. rise 
to, [~ + to + obj) to prove that one is equal to a de- 
mand, etc., by acting forcefully or correctly: He rose to 
the occasion by responding with firm leadership. —n. 18. 
[count] an act or instance of rising. 19. [noncount] in- 
crease in rank, fortune, etc.: the rise and fall of Rome. 
20. [count] an increase, as in height, amount, or value; 
the amount of such increase: a rise in unemployment. 
21. [count] the measured height of any of various things, 
as of a roof or a stair step. 22. origin, source, or begin- 
ning: [count]: the rise of a stream in a mountain. [non- 
count). What has given rise to such strong feelings of an- 
ger? 23. [count] a piece of rising or high ground: At the 
next rise you can see the house below. 

riseer (ri/zər) /‘rayzor/ n. [count] 1. one who rises, esp. 
from bed: He's an early riser. 2. the vertical face of a 
Stair step. 3. a. a long low platform on which persons 
can stand to be seen better, as on a Stage. b. risers, 
[phiral] a group of such platforms connected stepwise. 

risk (risk) /risk/ n. 1. a dangerous chance: [noncount): 
Investing all that money is not worth the risk. (count): He 
took too many risks driving so fast. 2. Insurance. a. 
[noncount] the chance of loss. b. [noncount) the degree 
of probability of such loss: high risk. c. [count] a person 
or thing that is in danger and is to be insured: She was a 
poor risk because she had so many accidents. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to put or place someone or oneself near the 
chance of injury or danger: to risk one’s life. 4. to take 
the chance of; to hazard: You risk a falt walking on snch 
icy stairs. —-Idiom. 5. at risk, in danger: [no obj]: 
Young children are at risk. [~ + Of + obj): They are at 
risk of injury. 6. at the risk of, [~ + obj] in spite of the 
danger of: At the risk of looking foolish, may | ask what 
you mean? 

riskey (ris/kē) /‘riskiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. involving risk; 
dangerous: a risky attempt to save a life; risky business. 
ris-qué (ri ska/) /ri'skcey/ adj. close to being improper or 
indecent; off-color: a risqué story. 

rite (rit) /rayt/ n. [count] 1. a ceremony in religious or 
other solemn use: funeral rites. 2. a Customary practice 
or tradition: the rites of spring. 

riteueal (rich7d0 əl) /‘ritfuwal/ n. 1. a. [count] an estab- 
lished procedure for a religious or other rite: rituals for 
the dead. b. [nonconnt) a system of such rites: the com- 
fort of ritual during a tirne of loss. 2. [count] a practice 
regularly performed in a definite manner: Another ritual 
was the annual tea party. 3. [noncount] prescribed or 
ceremonial acts, thought of as a group: falling back on 
ritual when a new development occurs. —adj. (before a 
noun] 4. of or relating to a rite or ritual: a ritual dance. 
—rit/ueal-ly, adv. 

ritualistic (rich’d0 ə lis/tik) /;ritfuwa'listik/ adj. 1. of 
or part of a religious ritual. 2. following a Customary or 
similar pattern. —rit/usal-ism, n. [noncount) 

ritz-y (rit’sé) /ritsiy/ adj., -i-ver, -ivest. very rich-looking; 
elegant: stayed in the ritziest hotel. 

rieval (ri/val) /‘rayval/ n., adj, v.. -valed, -val-ing or 


(esp. Brit.) -vailed, -val-ling. —n. [count] 1. one who 
seeks to achieve the same object or goal as another; a 
competitor: They were rivals for the job but they were 
still friends. 2. a person or thing that is almost equal to 
another: This car has no rival in its class. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. competing or standing in rivalry: rival busi- 
nesses. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to prove to be a worthy rival of: 
rivaled the others in skill. 5. to equal (something); to 
match; be as good as: The speed of this computer rivals 
that of much more expensive brands. 

rivalry (ri/val rē) /‘rayvolriy/ n. the state of being ri- 
vals: [count]: The two teams Nad a friendly rivalry for 
years. [noncount): a strong sense of rivalry. 

riveer (rivfor) /'rivor/ n. [count] 1. a natural stream of 
water flowing in a definite course: Three nvers come to- 
gether at that city. (the + place name + —): the Hudson 
River. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. a Similar stream of 
something else: rivers of tears. —Idiom. 3. sell (some- 
one) down the river, S/ang. to betray: When he was ar- 
rested he realized his so-called friends had sold him 
down the river. 4. up the river, Slang. to or in prison: 
He was sent up the river for ten years. 

riv-ersside (riv/ar sid’) /‘rivor,sayd/ n. [count] 1. a bank 
of a river. —adj. [before a noun) 2. on or near a bank of 
a river. 

rivet (rivit) /‘rivit/ n., v., -et-ed, -et-ing or (esp. Brit.) 
-et-ted, -et-ting. —n. [count] 1. a metal pin for passing 
through holes in plates to hold them together. —v. [~ + 
obj) 2. to fasten with or as if with a rivet or rivets: riveting 
the wings to the body of the plane. 3. to hold (some- 
one’s attention) firmly: Her attention was riveted on the 
magician. —riv’et-er, n. [count] 

riveting (riv/i ting) /rivitin/ adj. holding someone's 
attention firmly: a riveting book. 

riveuslet (riv’ya lit) /rivyalit/ n. [count] a small stream; 
brook. 

rm., an abbreviation of: 1. ream. 2. room. 

RN or R.N., an abbreviation of: registered nurse. 

RNA, an abbreviation of: ribonucleic acid, any of a class 
of single-stranded nucleic molecules found chiefly in 
body cells and in certain viruses, important in making 
protein and in sending genetic material to new cells. 

roach (rōch) /rowtf/ n. [count] 1. a cockroach. 2. Slang. 
the butt of a marijuana cigarette. 

road (rōd) /rowd/ n. [count] 1. a long, narrow stretch or 
way of land with a leveled surface, made for traveling by 
motor vehicle, etc.; street or highway: The dirt road led 
to the farmhouse. 2. a way Or Course: the road to peace. 
—Idiom. 3. down the road, /nformal. at some future 
time: promised she would cover that somewhere down 
the road. 4. hit the road, /nformal. to begin or continue 
traveling: Time to hit the road; let's go. 5. one for the 
road, [noncount] Informal. a final alcoholic drink just be- 
fore leaving. 6. on the road, a. traveling or touring: The 
band has been on the road for almost two months. b. 
changing, as from one condition to another: on the road 
to recovery. 

road-bed (rdd/bed’) /'rowd,bed/ n. 1. [count] the bed 
or foundation for the track of a railroad. 2. [noncount] 
the material of which a road is made up. 

road-block (rdd/blok’) /‘rowd,blnk/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing placed across a road to halt or slow traffic, as by 
the police to check cars. 2. anything that slows progress: 
lack of money was a roadblock to her goals. —v. [~ + 
obj} 3. to halt or block with a roadblock: They effectively 
roadbiocked our plans. 

road-run-ner (r6d/run/ar) /‘rowd,ranar/ n. [count] a 
fast-running kind of bird, a cuckoo, found in dry regions 
of the western U.S., Mexico, and Central America. 

road-side (rdd/sid’) /‘rowd,sayd/ n. [count] 1. the side 
or border of the road: The car had been pulled over to 
the roadside. —adj. [before a noun) 2. on or near the 
side of a road: a roadside cafe. 

road-ster (rōd/stər) /'rowdstor/ n. [count] an automo- 
bile with an open body and a single seat for two or three 
people. 

road-way (rdd/wa’) /‘rowd,wey/ n. [count] 1. the land 
over which a road is built. 2. the part of a road over 
which vehicles travel; road. 

roadwork (r6d/wirk’) /‘rowd,wark/ n. [noncount] exer- 
cise for an athlete, esp. a boxer, usually running on 
roads: getting up early to do his roadwork. 

roam (rom) /rowm/ v. to travel without purpose; wander: 
[no obj): He roamed around the world for a few years. [~ 
+ obj): She roamed the countryside. —roam/er, n. 
[count] 

roan (rōn) /rown/ adj. 1. (chiefly of horses) light reddish 
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brown. —n. [count] 2. a horse or other animal with a 
skin or coat of such color. 

roar (rôr, ror) /ror, rowr/ v. 1. to make or say in a loud, 
deep, continuing sound, as in anger: [no obj]: The crowd 
roared when she scored the winning basket. [~ + obj): 
The crowd roared its approval. (used with quotations]: 
“Get out and stay ont!” he roared. 2. [no obj) to laugh 
loudly or boisterously: The audience roared with langh- 
ter. 3. [no obj) to make a loud noise, such as thunder, 
cannon, etc.: The motorcycles roared off. 4. [no obj) to 
function or move with a loud, deep sound, as a vehicle. 
—ui. [couut] 5. a roaring sound: a roar of laughter. 

roar-ing (ror/ing, rōr/-) /‘rorin,'rowr-/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the act of one that roars: the roaring of the wind. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. making a roar: the roaring thunder. 3. 
very active; highly successful: a roaring business. 4. 
complete; utter: a roaring idiot. —adv. 5. very; com- 
pletely: roaring drurtk. 

roast (rdst) /rowst/ v. 1. to cook (food) by direct, dry 
heat, as in an oven: [~ + obj]: We roasted chicken at the 
party. [no obj): The turkey is stilt roasting. 2. to dry and 
cause (beans, etc.) to turn brown by heating: [~ + obj]: 
to roast coffee beans. [no obj): You contd smelt the 
peanuts roasting. 3. [no obj] to be very hot: We roasted 
in the office when the air-conditioner broke down. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to make fun of or criticize severely: Shet be 
roasted in the press over this. 5. [~ + obj] to honor with 
or subject to a roast: The famous actor was roasted at 
the Lions’ Club. —n. [court] 6. meat that has been 
roasted or is suitable for roasting. 7. a ceremonial dinner 
in which a guest of honor is both praised and good- 
naturedly insulted: /t was the first roast for the celebrity. 
8. an outdoor get-together at which food is roasted: a 
wienie roast. —adj. [before a noun] 9. roasted: roast 
harin. 

roaster (rō/stər) /'rowstər/ n. [count] 1. one that 
roasts. 2. a pan or oven for roasting. 3. a chicken suita- 
ble for roasting. 

rob (rob) /rob/ v., robbed, rob-bing. 1. to take some- 
thing by unlawful force; steal from: [~ + obj]: The 
crooks robbed severat banks. [~ + obj + of + obj): 
They robbed tun of alt his rnoney. [no obj): roanung the 
countryside, robbing and murdering. 2. [~ + obj + of 
+ obj) to take away from (someone) some right or cheat 
(someone) out of something: robbed her of her inherit- 
ance. 3. to deprive of something unjustly: [~ + obj + of 
+ obj): The shock robbed hirn of speech. [~ + obj): The 
tear felt it had been robbed because the umpire made a 
mistake. —rob/ber, n. [count] 

rob-ber-y (rob/a rē) /‘roboriy/ il, pl. -ber-ies. 1. [count] 
the act, practice, or instance of robbing: several robbe- 
ries in that neighborhood. 2. [noncount] the taking of 
property by violence: the penalty for robbery. 

robe (rdb) /rowb/ n., v., robed, rob-ing. —r. [count] 1. a 
long, loose or flowing gown or outer garment: acaderttc 
robes. 2. any loose garment, such as a bathrobe. —v. 3. 
to put on a robe or robes: [~ + obj]: He was robed in 
the cerernoriat clothes of his office. [no obj): He got up, 
robed, atid went to breakfast. 

rob-in (rob/in) /‘robin/ n. [count] a large North American 
bird, a thrush, having a chestnut-red breast and abdo- 
men. Also called rob/in red/breast (red/’brest’) 
red brest/. 

ro-bot (rd/bat, -bot) /‘rowbat, -bpt/ 1. [count] 1. a ma- 
chine that looks something like a human and does me- 
chanical tasks. 2. a machine that performs such tasks 
automatically. 3. one who acts and responds in a me- 
chanical, routine manner: Mt his new job he became a 
robot, truirndlessly filling out fortis. —ro-bot/ic, adj. 

ro-boteics (rd bot/iks) /row'botiks/ m. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] the study of computer-controlled 
robots to perform tasks: Robotics is a mew area for re- 
search on artificial inteligence. —ro-bot-i-cist (ro bot/i- 
sist) /row'botisist/ m. [count] 

ro-bust (rō bust’, rd/bust) /row'bast, 'rowbast/ adj. 1. 
strong and healthy; vigorous: robust health. 2. stoutly 
built: łe robust police officer. 3. rich and full-bodied: ro- 
bust flavor. —ro-bust/ly, adv. —ro-bust/ness, s. lor- 
court) 

rock’ (rok) /rok/ m. 1. [nonconnt] a large mass of stone 
forming a hill, cliff, etc.: boring a hole through rock. 2. 
[court] a piece of stone of any size: They were throwing 
rocks through the windows. 3. [count] something resem- 
bling a rock. 4. [count] Slang. a. a diamond. b. any 
gem. —Idiom. 5. on the rocks, a. /riformat ruined or 
about to be ruined: worried that their marriage was on 
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the rocks. b. (of an alcoholic beverage) served over ice 
cubes: a martini on the rocks. 

rock? (rok) /rnk/ v. 1. to move to and fro gently: [~ + 
obj): He rocked his child in his arms. [no obj): She 
rocked quietly in her chair. 2. to (cause to) be moved 
powerfully with emotion, etc.: [no obj]: She rocked with 
laughter at the sight. [~ + obj): The news of the killings 
rocked the smatt town. 3. [~ + obj] to shake violently: 
An explosion rocked the dock. 4. [no obj) to dance to or 
play rock music: The band rocked alt night. —n. 5. 
[count] a rocking movement. 6. [noncount] a musical 
style coming originally from blues and folk music, having 
a strong beat and repeating phrases. —adj. [before a 
nour) 7. of or relating to musical rock: a rock band. 
rock-a-bil-ly (rok’a bil/é) /‘roka,biliy/ n. [noncount) a 
style of popular music combining features of rock and 
hillbilly music. 

rock’ and roll’ or rock’ & roll’, n. rock?’ (def. 6). 

rock’ bot/tom, n. [noncount) the very lowest level: 
The economy has hit rock bottom. —rock/-bot/tom, 
adj.: cars being sold at rock-bottom prices. 

rock’ can/dy, n. [noncount] candy in the form of sugar 
in large, hard crystals. 

rock-er (rok/ar) /'rokor/ n. [count] 1. Also called run- 
ner. one of the curved pieces on which a rocking chair 
rocks. 2. ROCKING CHAIR: sitting in his rocker by the fire. 
3. any of various devices that operate with a rocking mo- 
tion. 4. a performer or fan of rock music. —Idiom. 5. 
off one’s rocker, Slang. insane; crazy: You must be off 
your rocker to say such a thing. 

rock-et (rok/it) /rokit/ m. [count] 1. a tubelike device 
containing material that burns rapidly and propels the 
tube through the air: The rockets were fired off the 
plane's wings. 2. a space capsule or vehicle put into orbit 
by such a device: The rocket was launched at noon. —v. 
3. [~ + obj] to move by a rocket: The capsule was rock- 
eted into space. 4. [no obj] to move like a rocket: The 
plane rocketed ahead. 

rock-et-ry (roki tré) /rokitriy/ n. [moncount) the sci- 
ence of rocket design, development, and flight. 

rock’ gar/den, n. [count] a garden on rocky ground or 
among rocks, for the growing of usually small plants. 

rock/ing chair’, n. [count] a chair mounted on curved 
pieces of wood so that it can rock. 

rock/ing horse’, n. [count] a toy horse, mounted on 
rockers or springs, on which children may ride; a hobby- 
horse. 

rock’ salt’, sn. [noncount] common salt, sodium chlo- 
ride, occurring in rocklike masses. 

rocky! (rok/é) /'rnkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of or 
containing many rocks: The soit was too rocky for farmi- 
ing. 2. made up of rock; rocklike. 3. firm; steadfast: 
rocky endurance. —rock/ieness, n. lnonconnt) 

rock.y? (rok/ē) /'rokiy/ adj., -iver, -ìest. 1. full of trou- 
bles or difficulties: a rocky marriage. 2. physically un- 
steady or weak, as from sickness: felt rocky after the ac- 
cident. 

ro-co-co (rə kō/kō, rō/kə KO’) /rə'kowkow, ,rowkoa'kow/ 
n. [noncourt] 1. an artistic style, chiefly of 18th-century 
France, having careful elegance, delicate ornamentation, 
and curly decoration. —adj. 2. of or relating to rococo. 

rod (rod) /rnd/ n. [count] 1. a long straight stick, wand, 
or staff. 2. a slender bar or tube for draping towels over, 
etc. 

rode (rod) /rowd/ v. a pt. of RIDE. 

ro-dent (rod/nt) /‘rowdnt/ n. [count] 1. a mammal be- 
longing to a family of animals that has four sharp teeth 
that grow continually: Rodents include muice, squirrels, 
and rats. —adj. 2. belonging to this family of animals. 

ro-de-o (rd/dé 6’, rō da/6) /‘rowdiy,ow, row'deyow/ n. 
[count], pi. -de-os. a public exhibition of cowboy skills, 
such as riding wild horses and roping Calves. 


roe (rō) /row/ n. [noncourt] the mass of eggs or of 


sperm in the bodies of certain fish, eaten as food: Caviar 
is made of sturgeon roe. 

(rent7gan, -jan, runt/-) /‘rentgon, 
'rant-/ 1. [count] a unit of radiation dosage. 


-d3zon, 


-roga-, root. -roga- comes from Latin, where it has the 


meaning “ask; demand.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ABROGATE, ARROGANT, DEROGATORY, INTERROGATE, 
PREROGATIVE, SURROGATE. 


rog-er (roj’ar) /'rod3ər/ interj. 1. a response in radio 


communications meaning that the message has been re- 
ceived and understood 2. Hiforrral. all right; OK. 


rogue (rōg) /rowg/ m. [court] 1. a dishonest person; 


scoundrel: The rogue tried to sell thern a very bad car. 2. 
a playful, mischievous child who likes to play tricks; 
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scamp: That little rogue has hidden herself somewhere in 
the house. 3. an animal that lives apart from others of its 
kind: a rogue elephant. 

ro-guish (ro/gish) /‘rowgif/ adj. of or relating to a 
rogue: a roguish smile. —ro/guishely, adv. 

roil (roil) /royl/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to disturb (a fluid) by stir- 
ring: wind roiling the water. 2. to disturb or irritate: Her 
whining roiled everyone who met her. 

role or rôle (rol) /rowl/ n. [count] 1. a part played by an 
actor or singer: the role of the villain in the play. 2. the 
proper function of a person or thing: the role of good 
computer programs in teaching English. 

role’ mod/el, n. [count] one whose behavior is imitated 
by others, esp. by younger persons: The athlete tried to 
be a role model for children. 

roll (rdl) /rowl/ v. 1. to move along a surface by turning 
over and over: [no obj]: A huge stone rolled down the 
hill. {~ + obj): They rolled a huge stone down on their 
enemies. 2. to move or be moved on wheels: [~ + obj]: 
He rolled the car a few feet from the edge of the cliff. [no 
obj): The car rolled to a stop. 3. to (cause to) flow with a 
continuing or swaying motion: [no obj): Tears rolled 
down her face. [~ + obj]: The waves were rolling the 
ship up and down. 4. [no obj] to extend in waves, as 
land: The hills rolled into the distance. 5. [no obj] to 
move along or elapse, as time: The years rolled by, and 
before we knew it she was all grown up. 6. to make or 
have a deep, continuing sound, as thunder: [no obj]: The 
drums rolled and the parade began. [~ + obj]: to roll 
their drums. 7. (of the eyes) to turn around in different 
directions: [no obj]: His eyes rolled wildly in his head. {~ 
+ obj): He rolled his eyes and looked up. 8. [no obj] In- 
formal. a. to begin to move or operate: Let's roll at sun- 
rise. b. to make progress; advance: The project is really 
rolling now. 9. to curl, cover, or fold up so as to form a 
rounded object: [~ + obj]: to roll a ball of string; She 
rolled the string into a ball. [no obj; ~ + up): The map 
rolls up easily. [~ + up + obj): He rolled up the map. [~ 
+ obj + up): He rolled the map up. 10. [~ + obj] to 
trill: to roll one’s r's. 11. to spread out flat, as with a roll- 
ing pin: [~ + obj): She rolled the pastry dough and 
made a pie crust. [~ + out + obj): He rolled out the 
pizza dough. [~ + obj + out]: He rolled the dough out 
and added sauce and cheese. 12. (in certain games, as 
craps) to throw (dice): [~ + obj]: He rolled a seven. [no 
obj): Whose turn is it to roll? 13. [~ + obj] Slang. to 
rob, esp. by going through the pockets of a victim who is 
asleep or drunk. 14. roll back, to reduce (prices, etc.) to 
a former level: [~ + back + obj): The company wants to 
roll back wages and benefits. [~ + obj + back]: The 
company wants to roll wages back to pre-1993 rates. 15. 
roll in, [no obj] Informal. to arrive, esp. in large quantity: 
When does the money start rolling in? See ROLLING below. 
16. roll over, a. to turn over, as a person lying down: 
[no obj): She groaned, rolled over, and went back to 
sleep. [~ + over + obj): We rolled over the body and 
examined the wound. [~ + obj + over]: to roll it over. 
b. to reinvest (funds), as from one stock into another: [~ 
+ over + obj]: How do you know when it’s a good time 
to roll over the funds? [~ + obj + over]: to roll the 
funds over. [no obj]: When the funds roll over, the profit 
will be yours to keep. 17. roll up, a. to fold the edges of 
(sleeves, cuffs, etc.): [~ + up + obj): Roll up your 
sleeves and let's get to work. [~ + obj + up]: Roll your 
pants up and step into the water. b. to gather in increas- 
ing amounts: [~ + up + obj): The company continues 
to roll up massive profits. [~ + obj + up): to keep roll- 
ing them up. (no obj): Profits kept rolling up. ¢. [no obj) 
to arrive in a car, etc.: She rolled up in a huge limousine. 
—n. [count] 18. a register, catalog, or list, as of a Class: 
The teacher called the roll but my name wasn't on it. 19. 
anything rolled up in a ringlike or long, rounded form, as 
a length of cloth, wallpaper, etc.: a roll of Scotch tape. 
20. a rounded mass of something: rolis of fat on his 
stomach, 21. a small cake of bread folded over before 
baking: coffee and a roll. 22. an act or instance of rolling 
or swaying: the sickening roll of the ship. 23. a deep, 
long sound, as of thunder or drums: a roll of thunder. 
—Idiom. 24. on a roll, experiencing a time of success: 
She's on a roll now; everything is going her way. 25. roll 
with the punches, to deal with difficulty by remaining 
flexible. 

roll-back (rdl’/bak’) /'rowl,bæk/ n. [count] 1. an act or 
instance of rolling back. 2. a return to a lower level of 
prices, wages, etc. 

roll’ call’, n. [count] the calling of a list of names, as of 
students, for checking attendance. 

roll-er (rd/lar) /‘rowlor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
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that rolls. 2. a cylinder, wheel, etc., upon which some- 
thing is rolled. 3. a long, rounded object upon which 
something is rolled up: the roller of a window shade. 4. 
a long, rounded object for spreading, crushing, or flat- 
tening something. 

roll/er coast/er, n. [count] 1. a small railroad, esp. in 
an amusement park, with open cars that moves along 
high, sharply winding tracks. 2. any activity, period, or 
experience in which there are violent or sudden ups and 
downs: a roller coaster of emotions. 

roll”er skate’, n. [count] a form of skate with wheels, 
for use on a smooth surface. 

roll’er-skate’, v. [no obj], -skat-ed, -skat-ing. to 
move by using roller skates. —roll/er skater, n. 
[count] 

rol-lick (rolik) /'rolik/ v. [no obj) to move or act in a 
carefree and happy or noisy and excited manner. —rol/- 
licking, adj.: a rollicking good time. 

rolling (ro/ling) /‘rowltn/ adj. 1. [before a noun) rising 
and falling in gentle waves into the distance: rolling 
green hills. 2. [be + ~ + in] having a great deal of: He's 
rolling in money. 

roll/ing pin’, n. [count] a cylinder typically of wood with 
a handle at each end, for rolling out dough. 

roll-o-ver (rdl/0/var) /‘rowl,owvoar/ n. [count] the mov- 
ing of money into a new investment, such as from one 
stock or bond into another. 

ro-ly-posly (rd/lé pō/lē, -pd/lé) /'rowliy'powliy, -,powliy/ 
adj., n., pl. -lies. —adj. 1. short and plumply round. —n. 
[count] 2. a short, plumply round person or thing. 3. 
Chiefly Brit. a sheet of biscuit dough spread with jam, 
rolled up and steamed or baked. 

ROM (rom) /rom/ n. [noncount) computer memory that 
is not usually changed by the user, holding programmed 
instructions to the system; read-only memory. 

roemaine (ro man/, ra-) /row'meyn, ra-/ n. [poncount] a 
type of lettuce having a long, rounded head of long, 
loose leaves. 

Roman (rd’man) /'rowmon/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
city of Rome, or to its inhabitants. 2. [usually: roman] 
naming or relating to printing types that point straight 
up. 3. of or relating to the Roman Catholic Church. 4. 
written in or relating to Roman numerals. —n. 5. [count] 
a native, inhabitant, or citizen of Rome. 6. [usually: ro- 
man; noncount) roman type or lettering: printed in ro- 
man, not in italics. 

ro-man a clef (rô ma nä kle’) /ro'ma na kle/ n. [count], 
pl roemans a clef (rô man za kle’) / ro'ma za kle/. a 
novel that represents real, historical events and charac- 
ters in disquise. 

Ro/man Cath/olic, adj. 1. of or relating to the Roman 
Catholic Church. —n. [count] 2. a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church. —Ro’man Catholicism, n. [noncount] 

Ro/man Cath/olic Church’, n. [proper noun; usually: 
the + ~) the Christian church of which the pope, or 
bishop of Rome, is the supreme head. 

romance (n., adj. rō mans’, ro/mans; v. rō mans’) / n., 
adj. row'mæns, 'rowmæns; v. row'maæns/ n., v., -manced, 
-manc-ing, adj. —n. 1. [count] a piece of writing telling 
of heroic or marvelous deeds, great ceremonies, etc., 
usually in a historical or imaginary setting. 2. [count] a 
made-up story, full of exaggeration. 3. [noncount] a ro- 
mantic spirit, feeling, or quality: no romance in their 
marriage anymore. 4. [count] a love affair. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to try to have an affair with: She thinks he is ro- 
mancing their neighbor's wife. —adj. 6. [Romance] of or 
relating to the group of languages descended from the 
Latin of the Roman Empire, including French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Italian, and Romanian. —roemanc/er, n. 
[count] 

Ro-man-esque (rd’ma_nesk’) /,;rowmoa'nesk/ adj. of or 
relating to the style of architecture popular in W and S 
Europe from the 9th through the 12th centuries, having 
heavy masonry construction with narrow openings, and 
the use of a round arch. 

Ro-maeniean (rō ma/né an) /row'meyniyon/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to Romania. 2. of or relating to the language 
spoken by many of the people in Romania. —n. 3. 
[count] a person born or living in Romania. 4. [non- 
count) the language spoken by many of the people living 
in Romania. 

Ro/man nu/meral, n. [count] any of the numerals in 
the ancient Roman system of notation, still used occa- 
sionally. The basic symbols are I (=1), V (=5), X (= 10), 
L (=50}, C (=100), D (=500), and M (= 1000). 

Ro/man nu/merals, n. [plural the numerals in the 


romantic to rosemary 


ancient Roman system of writing, still used occasionally, 
as in dates on buildings. 

romantic (rō mantik) /row'miuntik/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to romance: a romantic evening. 2. not practical or 
realistic; having too great a desire for idealism, etc. 3. 
expressing or strongly interested in love; passionate. 4. 
(often: Romantic] of or relating to a Style of literature, art, 
or music that emphasizes imagination, emotion, and in- 
ward thinking. —n. [count] 5. a romantic person. 6. [of 
ten: Romantic) a follower of Romanticism. —ro-man/ti- 
calely, adv.: romantically involved. 

ro-emaneti-cism (rō man/ta sizam) /row'mæntə,sızəm/ 
n. [nonconnt] 1. romantic spirit or tendency. 2. [often: 
Romanticism] the Romantic style or movement in litera- 
ture and art; belief in its principles. 

rosman-ti-cize (rō man’tə siz’) /row'mæntə,sayz/ v., 
-cized, -cizeing. to hold romantic notions, ideas, etc. 
(about): [~ + obj]: He's romanticizing the past; it wasn't 
nearly so much fun then. (no obj): romanticizing about 
the past. 

rosmeco (rō/mē 3’) /'rowmiy,ow/ n. (count), pi. -meros. 
1. a man with a reputation for attracting women. 2. a 
lover. 

romp (romp) /rnmp/ v. 1. [10 obj] to play in a lively, ac- 
tive way: The kids romped in the big backyard. 2. [~ + 
to + obj)] to win easily: The team romped to an easy vic- 
tory. —n. [comnt] 3. a lively, noisy, active time. 4. an 
easy victory: Their first two games were ronips. 

romp-er (rom/per) /‘rompar/ n. [count] 1. one that 
romps. 2. Usually, rompers. [pliral; used with a plural 
verb] a one-piece garment combining a shirt and pants, 
worn by young children. 

roof (roof, roof) /ruwf, ruf/ n. (comrit] 1. the outside, up- 
per covering of a building. See illustration at House. 2. 
something that covers like a roof, such as the top of a 
car. 3. (used to refer to a whole house): They lived under 
the same roof for years. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to provide or 
cover with a roof. —Idiom. 5. go through the roof, a. 
(esp. of costs) to increase quickly and surprisingly: The 
cost of improvements has gone through the roof. b. Also, 
hit the roof. to lose one’s temper: Siie’ll hit the roof 
when she hears how much we spent. —roof/er, n. 
[count] 

roof-ing (rd0/fing, rdoffing) /'ruwfip, 'rofig/ n. [non- 
cont) 1. the act of covering with a roof. 2. material for 
roofs. 3. a roof. 

roof-top (roof/top’, réof7-) /ruwf,top, ‘ruf-/ n. [count] 
the roof of a building, esp. the outer surface. 

rook! (rd6k) /ruk/ v. [~ + obj] to cheat or swindle: They 
rooked him out of his money. 

rook? (rook) /ruk/ n. [count] one of two chess pieces of 
the same color that may be moved any number of un- 
blocked squares right to left or forward and back; a cas- 
tle. 

rookeie (ré0k’é) /rukiy/ n. [cont] an inexperienced 
newcomer, esp. an athlete in the first season on a team. 
room (room, room) /ruwm, rum/ n. 1. [count] a portion 
of space within a building enclosed by walls from other 
parts: There are five rooms in the apartment. 2. [count] 
the people present in a room: Tlie wliole room lauglied. 
3. [noncoinrit) extent of space available for something: 
The desk will take up miore roont. 4. (rorcount) oppor- 
tunity for something: room for iniprovement. 5. (before a 
noun, after a nuniber) having a certain number of 
rooms: a three-room apartment. —v. [no obj] 6. to oc- 
cupy a room or rooms; lodge: He roomed witli a nice 
elderly couple. —room/ful, n. [count], pi. -fuls. 

room’ and board’, s. [noncomnt] rented room or 
rooms, plus meals, usually available for one fixed price. 
roomeer (roo’mor, room/ar) /‘ruwmor, ‘rumor/ n. [court] 
one who lives in a rented room; lodger. 

room/ing house’, n. [count] a house with furnished 
rooms to rent; a lodging house. 

room-mate (room/mat’, r66m/-) /‘ruwm,meyt, 'rom-/ n. 
[court] one who shares a room or apartment with an- 
other. 

room-y (room/e) /'ruwmiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. having or 
giving plenty of room or space: a large, roomy apart- 
ment. —room/i-ness, 1. [vorcourit] 

roost (roost) /ruwst/ n. [count] 1. a perch upon which 
birds rest. —v. [110 obj] 2. to sit on a perch, etc. 3. to 
settle or stay, esp. for the night. —-Idiom. 4. come 
home to roost, [no obj) (of an action) to boomerang or 
backfire: All lhis sneaky beltavior lias come liome to roost 
because now rio one trusts hint. 

roost-er (roo/stor) /‘ruwstor/ n. [count] the male of do- 
mestic fowl and certain game birds; cock. 
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root! (rdot, root) /ruwt, rot/ n. [count] 1. a part of the 
body of a plant that develops downward into the soil. 2. 
something resembling the root of a plant in position or 
function. 3. the part of a hair, tooth, etc., holding it to 
the main part of the body. 4. the fundamental part; the 
source or origin of a thing: the root of all evil. 5. roots, 
[plural a. the original home and culture of a person or 
of one’s ancestors: When he discovered he was adopted 
lie began a search for his roots. b. the personal qualities 
that one finds appealing about a place; one’s true home: 
returned to his roots after years of travel. 6. a number 
that, when multiplied by itself a certain number of times, 
produces a given number: 2 is the square root of 4. 7.a 
part of a word, or the word itself, present in other forms 
of that word: The word dancer has the root dance; the 
root of the word extend is Latin -tend-. —v. 8. [no obj] to 
become fixed or established: Will these plants root well? 
9. [~ + obj] to fix by or as if by roots: rooted to the spot 
in amazement. 10. [~ (+ out/up) + obj) to pull, tear, or 
dig up by the roots: He rooted (out) the weeds from the 
garden. 11. to remove completely: [~ + out + obj): 
promised to root out crime from the city. [~ + obj + 
ont]; to root crime out. —Idiom. 12. take root, [no 
obj] a. to send out roots; begin to grow: The new plant 
has taken root. b. to become established: Her ideas took 
root and grew. —root/less, adj. 

root? (root, rot) /ruwt, rut/ v. 1. to turn up the soil with 
the nose, as pigs do: [no obj): The pigs rooted around 
looking for food. [~ + up + obj): rooting up a few nuts 
and seeds. [~ + obj + up]: rooting a few potatoes up. 
2. [no obj] to poke, pry, or search: He rooted around in 
the drawer for a cuff link. 3. to find out and bring to the 
attention of others: [~ + mp/out + obj): managed to 
root up some very damaging information from the files. 
[~ + obj + up/ont}: to root some information up for 
blackmail. 

root? (root) /ruwt/ v. [~ + for + obj) 1. to support a 
team or player by cheering strongly: rooted for the bas- 
ketball team. 2. to lend support: Were all rooting for 
you. —root/er, n. [count] 

root’ beer’, n. [count] a carbonated beverage flavored 
with extracts of roots, barks, and herbs. 

rope (rdp) /rowp/ n., v., roped, rop-ing. —n. 1. a strong, 
thick line or cord, made of twisted strands of hemp: 
[roncount): a ladder made of rope. (count): used ropes 
to mark off the area. 2. [count] a lasso. 3. ropes, [plu- 
ral) the operations of a business: fo learn the ropes at 
your new job. 4. [count] Slang. a thick, heavy gold chain 
worn as jewelry. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to tie or fasten with a 
rope. 6. to enclose or mark off with a rope: [~ + off + 
obj): to rope off the reserved seats. [~ + obj + off): to 
rope the seats off 7. [~ + obj] to catch with a lasso; 
lasso: roping cattle. 8. rope in, to lure or persuade to do 
something, esp. by trickery: [~ + obj + in]: The boss 
roped a few of us in to stay late. [~ + in + obj): The 
boss roped in a few workers to stay late. —Idiom. 9. at 
the end of one’s rope, at the end of one’s patience, 
strength, or will to go on. 10. on the ropes, close to de- 
feat, failure, or collapse: The team had their opponents 
on the ropes for most of the game. 

rosary (rō/zə rē) /‘rowzoriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. 1. a 
series of prayers said by Roman Catholics, while moving 
the hand along beads and meditating. 2. a string of 
beads used in counting these prayers. 3. a similar string 
used in praying by other religious groups. 

rose! (rōz) /rowz/ n. 1. [count] a shrub usually with 
prickly stems and showy flowers. 2. [comnt] the flower of 
any such shrub: sent her a dozen roses. 3. [noncount] a 
pinkish red or purplish pink color typical of roses. —adj. 
4. of the color rose. 5. [before a noun] for, containing, 
or growing roses. 6. [before a noun] smelling like a rose 
or artificially made to smell like a rose. 

rose? (r6z) /rowz/ v. pt. of RISE. 

rosé (rō za’) /row'zcy/ n. a pink wine made from red 
grapes by removing the grape skins before fermentation 
is completed: [roncount]: enjoys rosé. (count): several 
California rosés. 

ro-se-ate (rō/zē it, -at’) /rowziyit, -,cyt/ adj. 1. tinged 
with rose; rosy. 2. too optimistic. 

rose-bud (rdz/bud/) /‘rowz,bad/ n. [cont] the bud of a 
rose. 

rose-bush (16z/bdosh’) /‘rowz,buf/ n. [count] a shrub 
that bears roses. 

rose’-col/ored, adj. 1. of the color rose; rosy. 2. too 
willing to believe that good will come; too optimistic: a 
rose-colored prediction of next year’s econonly. 

rose-marey (rōz/mâr/ē, -mə rē) /‘rowz,meariy, -moriy/ 
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n. [noncount) a sweet-smelling evergreen shrub of the 
mint family, used as a seasoning in cooking. 

roesette (ro zet’) /row'zet/ n. [count] any arrangement, 
part, or object resembling a rose, such as a rose-shaped 
arrangement of ribbon, an ornament, or a badge. 

rose’ wa/ter, n. [nonconnt] water containing oil from 
roses, used in perfume and as a flavoring. 

rose-wood (rōz/wòód/) /‘rowz,wod/ n. 1. [nonconnt] a 
reddish wood for making cabinets, and sometimes hav- 
ing a roselike odor. 2. [count] a tree yielding such wood. 

ros-in (roz/in) /‘rozin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a yellowish, brit- 
tle substance that remains after removing turpentine oil 
from pine oil: Rosin is used in making varnishes. 2. 
RESIN. 

rosster (ros/tar) /rnstar/ n. [cont] 1. a list of persons 
Or groups, as of military units. 2. any list, roll, or register: 
a Class roster. 

rosstrum (ros’tram) /‘rnstroam/ n. [cont], pi. -trums, 
-tra (-tra) /-tro/. any platform, stage, or the like, for pub- 
lic speaking. 

rosey (r0/ze) /'rowziy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. of the color of 
a rose; pink or pinkish red. 2. having a fresh, healthy 
redness; flushed: rosy cheeks from vigorous exercise. 3. 
bright or promising: a rosy firtirre. 4. cheerful or optimis- 
tic: a rosy view of the world. —ros-iely (r0/za lē) /‘rowza- 
liy/ adv. —ros/i-ness, n. (noncornt] 

rot (rot) /rot/ v., rot-ted, rotting, n., inter. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) undergo decay: [no obj]: The dead leaves rot- 
ted in the soil. [~ + obj): Overwatering will rot the 
houseplants. 2. [no obj; (~ + away)] to become weak 
because of decay: The disease was taking its toll, and his 
body was rotting away before our eyes. 3. [no obj) to be- 
come gradually worse, as from being in jail: hoped the 
kitter would rot in jail. —n. [noncount) 4. the state of be- 
ing rotten; decay. 5. rotting or rotten matter: dry rot. 6. 
moral or sociat decay or decline: rot and corniption in 
the regime. 7. a disease caused by an infection and re- 
sulting in decay. 8. nonsense. —interj. 9. (used to ex- 
press disagreement or disgust): Of, rot! | don't believe 
youl 

-rota-, root. -rota- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “wheel.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: OROTUND, ROTARY, ROTATE, ROTATION, ROTOGRAVURE, RO- 
TOR, ROTUND, ROTUNDA. 

rotary (ro/ta rē) /‘rowtoriy/ adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. 
turning on one point or an axis, such as a wheel. 2. tak- 
ing place around an axis, as motion. 3. having a part or 
parts that turn on an axis: a rotary beater. See -ROTA-. 

ro-tate (r0/tat) /rowtcyt/ v., -tateed, -tat-ing. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) turn on an axis; revolve: [no obj): The earth 
rotates once every twenty-four hours. [~ + obj]: rotating 
the Frisbee on his finger. 2. to (Cause to) proceed in a 
fixed routine, as in a cycle: [no obj): The firefighters ro- 
tate in shifts: one week in the Bronx, the next week in 
Brooklyn. [~ + obj]: to rotate crops. —ro-ta/tion, n. 
[count; noncount)] See -ROTA-. 

ROTC or R.O.T.C. (ar/G tē sé’, rot/sē) /,arowtiy'siy, 
'rptsiy/ Reserve Officers Training Corps. 

rote (rot) /rowt/ n. [noncount) 1. a routine; a fixed, ha- 
bitual, or mechanical procedure. —Idiom. 2. by rote, 
from memory, without thought of the meaning: fo Jearn a 
Janguage by rote. 

rot-gut (rot/gut’) /rot,gat/ n. [noncount]) Slang. cheap 
and inferior liquor. 

ro-tis-sereie (rō tis’a rē) /row'tisoriy/ n., v., -ied, -i-ing. 
=n. [count] 1. a cooking unit having a rotating bar that 
distributes heat on the food, for barbecuing poultry, etc. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to broil on a rotisserie. See -ROTA-. 
ro-to-gra-vure (r6’ta gra vyddr’, -gra/vyar) /,rowtos- 
gra'vyur, -'greyvyor/ n. 1. [noncoint] a process by 
which pictures, etc., are printed from a copper cylinder. 
2. [count] a print made by this process. 3. [count] a sec- 
tion of a newspaper with pages printed by this process; 
magazine section. See -ROTA-. 

ro-tor (rd/tar) /‘rowtor/ n. [count] a rotating part of a 
device, as in an electric motor or distributor. See -RoTA-. 
ro-toctill-er (rō/tə til’ar) /‘rowts,tilor/ n. [count] a mo- 
torized device with spinning blades that dig into the 
ground, used for preparing soil for crops. See -RoTA-. 
rot-ten (rot/n) /‘rotn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. spoiled, as from 
decay; putrid: rotten eggs. 2. evil or morally wrong; cor- 
rupt: Something is rotten in City Hall. 3. unsatisfactory; 
miserable: a rotten day for walking. 4. worthy of con- 
tempt; despicable: a nasty, rotten trick. —rot/ten-ness, 
n. (noncount) 

ro-tund (rd tund’) /row'tand/ adj. rounded and fat or 


plump: a rotund litle man. —ro-tunedi-ty (ro tun/di te) 
/row'tanditiy/ roetund/ness, n. (noncount) See -ROTA- 
ro-tun-da (ro tun’da) /row'tando/ n. [count], pl. -das. 1. 
a round building, esp. one with a dome. 2. a large and 
high circutar hall or room, esp. one with a dome. See 
-ROTA-. 
roueé (roo a’, roo) /ruw'cy, ‘'ruwey/ n. [count], pl. rous 
és. a man who lives a life of sensual pleasure. 
rouge (roozh) /ruw3 / n, v., rouged, roug:-ing. —n. 
[noncount) 1. a red powder used as a cosmetic. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 2. to color with rouge. 
rough (ruf) /raf/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv., v. —adj. 1. hav- 
ing a Coarse or uneven surface; not smooth: rough, worn 
Skin. 2. steep or uneven and covered with high grass, 
etc.; wild: rough country. 3. acting with or marked by vi- 
olence: Hockey is a rough sport. 4. lacking in gentleness, 
care, or Consideration: rough handling. 5. crude, rude, or 
lacking culture: a rough peasant. 6. difficult or unpleas- 
ant: a rough year for consumers. 7. dangerous because 
of violence or crime: He came from a rough neighbor- 
hood. 8. not perfected: unpolished: a rough draft. 9. ap- 
proximate; not exact: a rough estimate. —n. [noncount) 
10. something rough, esp. ground. 11. part of a golf 
course bordering the fairway, on which the grass, weeds, 
etc., are not trimmed: The ball landed in the rough. 12. 
anything in its unfinished or early form, as a drawing: 
drawn in the rough. —adv. 13. in a rough manner; 
roughly: /m warning you, that mob plays rough. —v. 14. 
rough up, to treat (someone) with physical violence: [~ 
+ up + obj): The nniggers roughed up their victim. [~ 
+ obj + up): They always rough their victims up. 15. to 
make or shape roughly or in outline: [~ + in + obj): 
The designers roughed in the placement of the windows. 
[~ + out + obj): She roughed out a few plans. 
—Idiom. 16. rough it, /nformal. to live without com- 
forts or conveniences: roughed it in the bush for two 
years. —rough/ness, n. [noncount) 
rough-age (rufij) /rafid3/ n. [nonconnt] 1. FiBER (def. 
5). 2. any coarse, rough food for livestock. 
rough/-and-read’y, adi. rough, unpolished, and not 
yet perfect, but good enough for the purpose. 
rough’-and-tum/ble, adj. 1. of or relating to violent, 
disorderty struggle: romgh-and-tumble politics. —n. 
(noncount) 2. rough and unchecked competition, etc.: 
the rough-and-tinnible of the free-market system. 
rough-en (rufan) /'rafan/ v. to (cause to) become rough 
or rougher: [~ + obj): Hard manual labor had rough- 
ened his skin. (no obj): His skin had roughened. 
rough’-hewn’ or rough’hewn/’, adj. with rough 
edges or shapes; not having yet been polished or made 
smooth: a rough-hewn stone fence. 
rough-house (n. ruff/hous’; v. also -houz’) / n. 
'raf,haws; v. ælspn -,hawz/ n. v., -housed (-houst’, 
-houzd’) /-,-hawst, -,hawzd/ -hous-ing (-hou/sing, -zing) 
/hawsin, -z1n/, —n. [noncount]) 1. rough, disorderly 
playing, esp. indoors. —v. 2. [no obj] to play in a rough, 
disorderly way: roughhousing in the living room. 3. [~ + 
obj) to handle roughly but playfully: to roughhouse the 
dog. 
roughely (ruffle) /rsfliy/ adv. 1. in a rough or violent 
manner: pushing roughly through the crowd. 2. nearly; 
almost; about; approximately: Jt) cost roughly $5,000. 
rough-neck (ruf/nek’) /‘raf,nek/ n. [cont] 1. a rough, 
tough person: trying to tame the roughnecks on the 
streets. 2. a laborer working on an oil-drilling rig. 
rough-shod (ruf’shod/) /'raf'fod/ adj. 1. having 
horseshoes with nails or points that stick out. —Idiom. 
2. ride roughshod over, [~ + obj) to treat harshly, esp. 
in order to advance oneself: She was willing to ride 
roughshod over her competitors to gain the promotion. 
rourlette (roo let’) /ruw'let/ n. [noncomnt) a game of 
chance in which a small ball is spun on a dishlike device 
(roulette’ wheel’), with players betting on which of the 
slots the ball will rest. 
round (round) /rawnd/ adj., -er, -est. n., adv., prep., v. 
—adj. 1. having a flat, circular form, such as a disk or 
hoop: The round moon shone down from the sky. 2. 
shaped like a ball or globe: The earth is round. 3. 
shaped like a long tube; cylindrical: a round smokestack. 
4. made of or having full, curved lines: He had a round 
face and round cheeks. 5. [before a noun] full or com- 
plete: a round dozen. 6. [before a nonn] expressed to 
the nearest multiple or power of ten: /n round numbers, 
the house cost $350,000. —n. [count] 7. a complete 
course Or series, One following the other: The next round 
of peace talks was held in Geneva. 8. Often, rounds. 
[phra a going around from place to place, as in a defi- 
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nite direction: The doctor made her rounds in the chil- 
dren's hospital. 9. a completed spell of activity in games 
or sport: a round of bridge. 10. a single outburst, as of 
cheers: a round of applause. 11. a firing of, or a piece of 
ammunition for, a gun, etc.: fired a few rounds at the en- 
emy. 12. a single serving, esp. of drink, to everyone 
present: bought the next round of drinks. 13. a short 
piece of music in which different voices or instruments 
begin the melody at different times. —adv. 14. from the 
beginning to the end of a period of time: We can go 
camping there all year round. 15. Also, ‘round. around. 
—prep. 16. throughout (a period of time): a resort visited 
round the year. 17. around: H happened round noon. 
—v. 18. to bring to completeness; finish: [~ + obj]: to 
round one’s speech with a quotation from Samuel John- 
son. [~ + offfout + obj]: You need to round off your es- 
say with a strong conclusion. (~ + obj + offfout): to 
round the essay out. 19. [~ + obj] to make a circuit 
around or to the other side of: The car rounded the cor- 
ner. 20. [no obj] to turn on an axis: He rounded sud- 
denly on his heels and faced her. 21. [~ + obj] to make 
a complete circuit of; pass around. 22. to (cause to) be- 
come somewhat round: [~ + obj]: He rounded his lips 
and tried to whistle. [no obj]: Her eyes rounded in 
amazement. 23. to express (an amount) as a number, 
esp. to replace it by the nearest multiple of 10: [~ + 
obj]: Round your answer to the nearest ten’s number. ex 
+ off + obj]: You can round off 15,837 to 15,840. [~ ar 
obj + off}: to round it off. 24. round out, [no obj] to be- 
come rounder or more full in shape: As she grew older 
she rounded out from the skinny tomboy she had been. 
25. round up, a. to drive or bring (cattle, etc.) together: 
[~ + up + obj): to round up the cattle. [~ + obj + up]: 
Go and round the cattle up. b. to assemble; gather: [~ 
+ up + obj]: Round up the likeliest suspects. [~ + obj 
+ up]: to round the evidence up. —Idiom. 26. in the 
round, a. (of a theater) having a stage surrounded by the 
audience. b. in complete detail: from all aspects. 27. 
make the rounds, a. to go from one place to another, 
as in looking for work or a job: She made the usual 
rounds but found nothing. b. Also, go the rounds. (of a 
rumor, story, etc.) to spread from one person to another: 
the latest theory making the rounds. —round/ish, adj. 
—round/ness, i. [noncount) 
round-a-bout (adj. round’a bout’, round’a bout’; n. 
round’a bout’) / adj. ,rawnda'bawt, ‘rawnda,bawt; n. 
'rawndo,bawt/ adj. 1. not straight or direct: Mn his round- 
about way he was saying he cared for her. —n. [count] 
Brit. 2. a traffic circle: Stay to your left at the next round- 
about. 3. a merry-go-round. 
round-house (round/hous’) /‘rawnd,haws/ n. [count] 1. 
a building for the servicing and repair of locomotives, 
built around a turntable in the form of some part of a cir- 
cle. 2. a punch delivered with a wild or exaggerated Cir- 
cular motion. i 
roundely (round/lé) /'rawndliy/ adv. 1. in a round man- 
ner. 2. outspokenly or severely: He criticized her roundly. 
3. completely or fully: roundly defeated. 4. in round 
numbers or in a vague or general way. 
round’-shoul/’dered, adj. having the shoulders bent 
forward, giving a rounded form to the upper back. 
round’ ta/ble, n. [count] 1. a number of people gath- 
ered for a discussion of a subject on equal terms. 2. the 
discussion, topic of discussion, or conference itself. Also, 
round/ta’ble. —round/-ta’ble, adj.: round-table dis- 
cussions. 
round/-the-clock’, adj. held or done all day and all 
night; around-the-clock: round-the-clock negotiations. 
round’ trip’, n. [court] a trip to a certain place and 
back again. —round/-trip’, adj.: a round-trip ticket. 
round-up (round/up’) /‘rawnd,ap/ n. [count] 1. a. the 
driving together of cattle, etc., for branding, etc. b. the 
people and horses who do this. 2. the gathering of scat- 
tered items or people: a police roundup of suspects. 3. a 
summary or brief listing of information: a sports roundup 
on the evertirig mews. 
rouse (rouz) /rawz/ v., roused, rous-ing. 1. to (cause to) 
come out of a state of sleep, unconsciousness, etc.: [~ 
+ obj): tried to rouse her but she was stilt unconscious. 
[no obj): She wouldr't rouse. 2. [~ + obj] to cause ex- 
citement, indignation, or anger in: His speech roused the 
people front their apathy. 
rouseing (rou/zing) /rawzin/ adj. 1. exciting; causing ex- 
citement or interest: a rousing speech. 2. active; lively: a 
rousing business. 
rout! (rout) /rawt/ n. 1. a defeat, followed by disorderly 
retreat: [mortcourtt]: to put an arny to rout. [count]: The 
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last game was a rout. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to defeat com- 
pletely, causing a disorderly retreat: Our team routed our 
last two opponents. See -RUPT-. 

rout? (rout) /rawt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to turn over or dig up 
(something) with the snout. 2. to find or get by search- 
ing, rummaging, forcing out, etc. 

route (root, rout) /ruwt, rawt/ n., V., rout-ed, rout-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a course, way, or road for travel: the shor- 
test route from here to Alaska. 2. a customary line of 
travel, often with stops reqularly made, by a train, bus, 
etc., or by a person in doing a job: the route taken by 
that bus; a newspaper route. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to fix the 
path or route of: to route a tour. 4. to send by a particu- 
lar route: Calls were routed through the switchboard. See 
-RUPT-. 

rou-tine (rao tén’) /ruw'tiyn/ n. 1. a regular course of 
procedure: [noncount]: normal office routine. [count]: 
the baby’s usuat routines of waking, eating, playing, and 
sleeping. 2. [noncount] boring procedure done without 
thinking: the dult routine of the assembly line. 3. [count] 
a set of instructions directing a computer to perform a 
certain task. 4. [count] a rehearsed act or performance: 
a comic routine. 5. [count] an often repeated behavior or 
speech: that tired old routine of making excuses. —adj. 
6. of the nature of routine: routine work. 7. dull or unin- 


teresting; commonplace: routine boredom. —roue 
tine/ly, adv.: routinely brownbagged his lunch. See 
-RUPT-. 


rove (rov) /rowv/ v., roved, rov-ing. to move here and 
there at random: [~ + obj]: to rove the subways, looking 
for victims. [no obj]: to rove in the woods. —rov/er, n. 
[count] 

row! (rō) /row/ n. [count] 1. a number of people or 
things in a line: the rows of customers. 2. a line of seats 
facing the same way, as in a theater: seats in the front 
row. —Idiom. 3. in a row, a. lined up one after the 
other or side by side: all in a row, waiting to go forward. 
b. happening one after the other without interruption: 
The team lost seven games in a row. 

row? (rd) /row/ v. 1. to move a vessel by the use of oars: 
[no obj]: rowing into a stiff breeze. [~ + obj]: He rowed 
the boat out to his favorite spot. 2. [~ + obj] to trans- 
port (Someone) in a boat that is rowed: / rowed her back 
to shore. —n. [count] 3. an act or period of rowing. 4. a 
trip in a rowboat. —row/er, n. [count] 

row? (rou) /raw/ n. 1. [count] a noisy argument; commo- 
tion. —v. [no obj] 2. to quarrel or argue noisily. 

row-boat (rd/bdot’) /'row,bowt/ n. [count] a small boat 
designed for rowing. 

rowedy (rou/dé) /'rawdiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est, n., pl. 
-dies. —adj. 1. rough and disorderly: rowdy behavior. 
—n. [count] 2. a rough, disorderly person: The town row- 
dies were waiting for him. —row/di-ness, n. (noncount) 
—row/dy-ism, n. (noncount] 

row’ house’ (rd) /row/ n. [count] one of a row of very 
similar houses, each of which has at least one sidewall in 
common with the neighboring house. 

royeal (roial) /'royəl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relat- 
ing to royalty: a royal prince. 2. fit for a king or queen; 
magnificent: a royal banquet. 3. Informal. extreme; com- 
pletely so: He is a royal pain in the neck. —n. [count] 4. 
Informal. a royal person; member of the royalty. —roy/- 
al-ly, adv. See -REG-. 

royeal-ist (roia list) /‘royalist/ n. [count] 1. a supporter 
of royalty. —adj. 2. of or relating to royalists. See -REG-. 

roy-al-ty (roi/al tē) /‘royaltiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [poncount] 
royal people thought of as a group. 2. [noncount) royal 
rank, dignity, or power. 3. [count] an agreed portion of 
the money earned from a piece of writing, music, etc., 
paid to its author, composer, etc. See -REG-. 

rpm or r.p.m., an abbreviation of: revolutions per min- 
ute. 

rps or r.p.s., an abbreviation of: revolutions per second. 

RR or R.R., an abbreviation of: 1. railroad. 2. rural 
route. 

RSFSR or R.S.F.S.R., an abbreviation of: Russian Soviet 
Federated Socialist Republic. 

RSV, an abbreviation of: Revised Standard Version. 

RSVP, an abbreviation used on an invitation to indicate 
that a reply is requested. 

rte., an abbreviation of: route. 

rub (rub) /rab/ v., rubbed, rub-bing, n. —v. 1. to put 
friction on (something), as in polishing or massaging: [~ 
+ obj]: He rubbed the silver teapot with a cloth and 
some polish. [no obj]: He rubbed until the silver shone. 
[~ + on/against + obj]: The noise you hear is the mech- 
anism rubbing against something. 2.[~ + obj] to move, 
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spread, or apply with friction over something: to rub lo- 
tion on chapped hands. 3. [~ + obj] to move (two 
things) with pressure and friction over each other: Fe 
rubbed his hands together. 4. to remove or erase by 
pressure and friction: [~ + offout + obj]: She rubbed 
out the wrong answer with an eraser. [no obj]: Chalk 
rubs off easily. 5. rub down, a. to smooth, polish, or 
clean by rubbing: [~ + down + obj]: to rub dowr the 
door. [~ + obj + down): to rub the door dowr. b. to 
massage: [~ + down + obj): to rub down the horse af- 
ter the race. [~ + obj + down): to rub the horse down. 
6. rub off on, [~ + off + on + Obj] to pass along to, as 
or as if by touching: Her talent for biology rubbed off on 
her daughters. 7. rub out, a. to erase: [~ + out + obj): 
He rubbed out the wrong answer. [~ + obj + out): to 
rub the answer out. b. Slang. to murder: [~ + obj + 
out): The rival clans were rubbing each other out. [~ + 
out + obj): threatening to rub out anyone who informs 
on them, —n. [count] 8. an act or instance of rubbing: 
an alcohol rub. 9. (singular; the + ~] an annoying expe- 
rience or circumstance: You need experience to get 
hired, but here's the rub: how can you get experience if 
no one hires you? —Idiom. 10. rub elbows or 
shoulders with, [~ + obj] to associate or mix socially 
with: rubbing shoulders with the important people in 
Washington. 11. rub it in, [no obj] to repeat something 
unpleasant to tease or annoy: kept rubbing it in about 
how ł tripped going up on the stage. 12. rub (someone) 
the wrong way, to irritate; offend; annoy: His laugh 
rubbed lier the wrong way. 
rubeber’ (rub/ar) /‘rabor/ n. 1. [noncount) a highly elas- 
tic solid from the, milky juice of rubber trees. 2. [non- 
count) natural rubber treated to make it tougher, longer- 
wearing, etc., or a similar substance and material made 
synthetically. 3. [count] an eraser made of this material. 
4. (count; usually plural a low overshoe of this material: 
He wore his rubbers when it rained. 5. RUBBER BAND. 6. 
[count] an instrument or tool used for rubbing, etc. 7. 
[count] Slang. a condom. —adj. [before a noun) 8. made 
of, containing, or coated with rubber. 9. of or relating to 
rubber: a rubber plant. 
rubeber? (rub/ar) /‘rabor/ n. [count] 1. (in bridge) a se- 
ries or round played until one side has won two out of 
three games. 2. Also called rub/ber match’. a deciding 
contest when a series of games or matches is tied. 
rub/ber band’, n. [count] a narrow circular band of 
rubber, used for holding papers or other things together. 
rub-ber-neck (rub/ər nek’) /‘rabor,nek/ Informal. —v. 
[no obj} 1. to stare with curiosity, as by twisting the neck 
or turning the head: Many of the drivers were rubber- 
necking at the accident on the side of the road. —n. 
Also, rub/ber-neck/er. [count] 2. a curious onlooker. 
rub’ber stamp/, n. [count] 1. a device with a rubber 
printing surface that is coated with ink by pressing it on 
an ink pad, used for imprinting names, etc. 2. a govern- 
ment agency, etc., that gives approval automatically or 
routinely. 
rub’ber-stamp/’, v. [~ + obj] to give automatic ap- 
proval to: The agency rubber-stamped his application. 
rub-bersy (rib/a rē) /'r3bəriy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest. 1. of or 
like rubber: rubbery meat. 2. not firm; too soft: His legs 
got rubbery. 
rub-bish (rub/ish) /rabif/ n. [noncount] 1. worthless 
thaterial that is thrown out; trash: piles of rubbish. 2. 
nonsense, as in writing or art: sentimental rubbish. 
—rub/bishey, adj. 
rubeble (rub/al) /‘rabol/ n. [noncount) broken bits and 
pieces of anything, esp. something demolished: Bombing 
reduced the town to rubble. 
rubedown (rub/doun’) /'rab,dawn/ n. [count] a massage. 
rube (rdob) /ruwb/ n. [count] Informal. a person not 
used to city ways; an unsophisticated person. 
rusbel-la (roo bel’a) /ruw'belo/ n. [noncount] a usually 
mild infection caused by a virus, with a fever, cough, and 
a red rash. Also called German measles. 
ruebiecund (rdo0’bi kund’) /‘ruwbi,kand/ adj. red or red- 
dish; ruddy. 
rueble or roueble (rd0/bal) /'ruwbol/ n. [count] the basic 
monetary unit used in Russia. 
ruebric (roo/brik) /‘ruwbrik/ n. [count] 1. a title, heading, 
etc., in a manuscript, book, etc., printed in red or other- 
wise distinguished from the rest of the text. 2. any estab- 
lished procedure: an international rubric for treating war 
prisoners. 3. a class or category: coming under the ru- 
bric of heavy weapons. 
rueby (roo’bé) /'ruwbiy/ n., pl. -bies, adj. —n. 1. [count] 
a red stone used as a gem. 2. [noncount] a deep red. 


—adj. 3. ruby-colored. 4. containing or set with a ruby or 
rubies. 

rucksack (ruk/sak’, ro0k/-) /'rak sæk, 'rok-/ n. [count] 
a type of knapsack carried by hikers, bicyclists, etc. 

ruck-us (ruk/as) /'rakos/ n. (count; usually singular) 1.a 
noisy commotion; uproar: a ruckus on the street below. 
2. a heated controversy: The ruckus was over abortion 
rights. 

rud-der (rud/ar) /‘rador/ n. [count] 1. a vertical blade at 
the rear of a ship or plane that can be turned to control 
direction. 2. any means of directing or quiding a course. 
—rud/der-less, adj. 

rudedy (rud/’é) /'radiy/ adj., -diver, -divest. 1. having a 
healthy red color: a ruddy complexion. 2. red or reddish: 
a ruddy face after all that drinking. 3. [before a noun) 
Brit. Slang. damned: a ruddy fool. —rud/dieness, n. 
(noncount] 

rude (rood) /ruwd/ adj., rud-er, rud-est. 1. impolite, esp. 
deliberately so: a rude reply. 2. without culture, learning, 
or refinement; uncouth. 3. [before a noun) rough, harsh, 
or ungentle: a rude shock. 4. [before a noun) roughly 
built or made: a rude cottage. —rude/ly, adv.: He an- 
swered rudely that he didn't give a damn. —rude/ness, 
n. [poncount) 

rudiment (roo’da_ mont) /'ruwdomont/ n. Usually, 
rudiments. [piura] 1. the elements of a subject: the 
rudiments of grammar. 2. a beginning, first appearance, 
or imperfect form of something: the rudiments of a plan 
forming in his mind. 

ruediemen-tasry (roo’da men/ta rē) /,ruwda'mentoriy/ 
adj. of or relating to rudiments: a rudimentary knowl- 
edge of geornetry. 

rue (roo) /ruw/ v., rued, rusing, 7. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
feel sorrow over; regret bitterly: He rued the loss of the 
opportunity to marry her. 2. to wish that (something) had 
never been done or taken place: He rued the day he was 
born. —n. [noncount) 3. sorrow or regret. 

rue-ful (roo/fal) /‘ruwfol/ adj. 1. feeling or expressing 
sorrow or pity: The toser had a rueful look on his face. 2. 
causing sorrow or pity: a rueful plight of starvation. 
—rue/ful-ly, adv.: smiled ruefully as he said good-bye. 

ruff (ruf) /raf/ n. [count] 1. a collar of lace, gathered 
into deep, full, regular folds, worn in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. 2. a collar, or set of marked hairs or feathers, 
on the neck of an animal. —ruffed, adj. 

ruf-fiean (rufe an, ruf/yan) /'rafiyon, 'rafyon/ n. [court] 
a tough, violent person; a bully. 

ruf-fle (ruffal) /rafoal/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to interfere with the smoothness of: The wind began 
to ruffle the calm surface of the sea. 2. [~ + obj] to 
cause the feathers to stand up Straight, as a bird in an- 
ger: to ruffle a bird's feathers. 3. [~ + obj] to disturb or 
irritate: ruffled from alt the interruptions. 4. to turn 
(pages) rapidly: [~ + obj]: idly ruffling pages of the 
book. [no obj): idly ruffling through the book. —n. 
[count] 5. a break in the smoothness or evenness of a 
surface. 6. a strip of cloth, etc., gathered along one edge 
and used as a trimming on a dress, etc. 7. something 
resembling this, as the ruff of a bird. —-Idiom. 8. ruffle 
someone’s feathers, to upset or annoy someone: /f you 
don't speak politely to him, you'll ruffle his feathers and 
get him angrier. 

rug (rug) /rag/ n. [count] 1. a piece of thick fabric for 
covering part of a floor. 2. Chiefly Brit. a piece of thick, 
warm Cloth, used as a covering for the lap. 3. Slang. a 
wig, toupee, or hairpiece. 

rugby (rug/bé) /'ragbiy/ n. [noncount] a form of foot- 
ball played between two teams of 13 or 15 members 
each: /n rugby there is continuons action and no substi- 
tuting of players. Also called Rug/by foot/ball. 

rug-ged (rug/id) /'ragid/ adj. 1. having a roughly broken 
or jagged surface: a rugged mountain. 2. roughly irregu- 
lar or hard in form, as by having wrinkles: a man’s rug- 
ged features. 3. rough, harsh, or severe: a rugged life. 4. 
capable of lasting through hardship, wear, etc.: a rugged, 
durable car. 5. requiring great strength, ability, patience, 
etc.: a rugged test. —rug’/ged-ly, adv.: She found the 
farmer ruggedly handsome. —rug/ged-ness, n. [rori- 
count) 

rusin (ro07in) /‘ruwin/ n. 1. ruins, [piran the remains of 
a building, etc., destroyed or in decay: the ruins of Troy. 
2. [count] a destroyed or decayed building, etc.: toured 
the ruin of the apartment house after the earthquake. 3. 
[noncount) a fallen, wrecked, or decayed condition: The 
house felt into rnin. 4. [norncount) the complete loss of 
health, means, money, etc.: We'd sunk into financial ruin. 
5. [noncount]) something that causes a downfall or de- 
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struction: Alcohol was his ruin. —v. [~ + obj) 6. to re- 
duce to ruin; destroy: Her smoking is ruining her health. 
7. to bring to financial ruin; bankrupt: Another lawsuit 
like that aud I'll be ruined. —rusin-a-tion (rd0/i na/shan) 
/ruwi'neyfan/ n. Guoncount) 

ruein-ous (rd0%an as) /'ruwonos/ adj. bringing or likely to 
cause ruin: a ruinous war. —ru/in-ousely, adv.: Moving 
to auother town would have beeu riinously expensive. 

rule (rool) /ruwl/ n., v., ruled, ruling. —n. 1. [count] a 
principle quiding how one behaves, the way things are 
done, etc.: a rule in hockey saying to eject anyone fight- 
ing. 2. [cout] the customary occurrence, practice, elc.; 
the normal way something is done: Her being late is the 
rule rather than the exception. 3. [noncountj govern- 
ment; amount of time ruling: in the days of foreign rule. 
4. [count] the code of regulations observed by a religious 
congregation. 5. RULER (def. 2). —v. 6. to use power, au- 
thority, or influence over: [~ + obj]: to rule a kingdom. 
[no obj): to rule for only a decade. 7. to decide in a 
court of law or by some authority; decree: [no obj): How 
will the court rule? [~ + on + obj]: The court will rule 
on the matter at its next session. [~ + (that) clause): The 
court ruled that she could not keep her baby. 8. [~ + 
obj] to mark with lines, esp. parallel straight lines, with 
the aid of a ruler: to rule paper. 9. [~ + obj] to be supe- 
rior in (a group), so as to hold influence over. 10. [~ + 
obj] to influence or control: sometimes ruled by passion 
and not by logic. 11. rule out, to eliminate from thinking 
about; to decide to ignore: [~ + out + obj): We can rule 
out the possibility of an overnight improvement in the 
economy. [~ + obj + out): We can't rule it out com- 
pletely. —Idiom. 12. as a rule, generally; usually: He's 
there by 7:30 as a rule. 

ruled (roold) /ruwld/ adj. [before a noun) having lines: 
clean sheets of ruled paper for practicing penmanship. 

rule’ of thumb/, n. [count] a general rule based on 
experience, and not taken from scientific reasoning: As a 
rule of thumb | add a spoonful of salt. 

ruler (ra0/lor) /‘ruwlor/ n. [count] 1. one who rules or 
governs, as a king, queen, president, etc. 2. Also, rule. a 
strip of wood or other material that has a straight edge 
and is marked off in inches or centimeters, used for 
drawing lines and measuring. See illustration at SCHOOL. 

ruling (roo/ling) /‘ruwlin/ n. [count] 1. a decision, as 
one by a judge: The judge handed down the ruling. 
—adj. (before a noun] 2. governing or dominating: the 
current ruling party. 3. influencing the most or influenc- 
ing strongly: the ruling factor. 

rum! (rum) /ram/ n. [noncount] an alcoholic liquor made 
from molasses. 

rum? (rum) /ram/ adj. Chiefly Brit. 1. odd, strange, or 
unusual: a run fellow. 2. causing problems; difficult. 

rum-ba_ (rum/’bo, rd0m/-, room/-) /‘rambs, ‘rom-, 
‘ruwm-/ n., pl. -bas (-baz) /-baz/ v., -baed (-bad) /-bad/ 
-baring (-ba ing) /-bain/. —n. [court] 1. a ballroom 
dance that is Cuban in origin, notable for its complex 
rhythm and swaying hip motion. —v. [no obj] 2. to dance 
the rumba. 

rumble (rum/boal) /'rambol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to make a deep, rolling and continuous sound, 
such as thunder: The thunder rurubled in the distance. 
His stomach rumbled fromt huuger. 2. [no obj] to move 
or travel with such a sound: The heavy planes rumbled 
down the runway. 3. to say or give out with a rumbling 
sound: [no obj): rumbling about the high price of gas. 
[used with quotations): ‘Just a minute, just a ruinute,” he 
rumbled. 4. [no obj] Slang. to take part in a street fight 
between teenage gangs. —n. [count] 5. a rumbling 
sound. 6. Slang. a Street fight between teenage gangs. 
rumbling (rum/bling) /‘ramblin/ n. [count] 1. Often, 
rumblings. [pluran the first signs of dissatisfaction: The 
runtblings front the electorate were Clear. 2. RUMBLE (def. 
5). 

rusmienant (ro0o7moa nant) /‘ruwmonont/ n. [count] 1. an 
animal that normally brings back food from its stomach 
into its mouth and chews it again: Ruminants include 
cows, Sheep, and goals. —adj. 2. of or being a ruminant. 
rusmisnate (roo/ma nāt) /ruwma,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. —v. 1. to chew food brought back from the 
stomach into the mouth, as a ruminant animal does: [ro 
obj): ruruinating in the pasture. {~ + obj): to rununate 
their food. 2. to think deeply (about); ponder: [no obj]: 
runinating in his study. (~ + obj): ruminating the prob- 
len. rumination (r60o/ma = ma/shon) /,ruw- 
mo'meyfon/ n. (nonconrt; count) 

rum-mage (rum/ij) /‘ramrd3/ v., -maged, -mag-ing, 1. 
—v. 1. to search thoroughly through (a place, etc.), esp. 
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by moving around, turning over, or looking through 
contents: [no obj): to rummage through the drawers. [~ 
+ obj]: to rummage the house for those papers. —n. 
[noncount] 2. a jumble of things; odds and ends. 

rum/mage sale’, n. (count) a sale of old things, esp. 
to raise money for charity. 

rumemy (rum/é) /ramiy/ n. [noncount) any of various 
card games for several players, in which the object is to 
match cards into sets and sequences: a game of rummy. 

rumor (roo’moar) /‘ruwmar/ n. 1. [count] a story that has 
no solid basis and is not known to be true: /ots of rumors 
of war. 2. [noncount) gossip; hearsay: a lot of rumor and 
gossip. —v. [~ + obj; usually: it + be + ~ed + (that) 
Clause] 3. to report, circulate, or claim by a rumor: H's 
been rumored that their country will invade its neighbor 
to the north. Also, esp. Brit., ru’mour. 

rump (rump) /ramp/ n. [count] 1. the hind part of the 
body of an animal. 2. a cut of beef from this part of the 
animal. 3. the buttocks. 4. the remaining part of a law- 
making body, etc., after a majority of the members have 
resigned or been removed. 

rum-ple (rum/poal) /‘rampol/ v., -pled, -pling, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to crumple or crush into wrinkles: He rumpled 
the paper and threw it toward the trashcan. 2. to ruffle; 
tousle: The wind rumpled her hair. —n. (count) 3. a 
wrinkle or crease. —rum/ply, adj., -pli-er, -pli-est. 

rum-pus (rum/pas) /‘rampas/ n. [count] 1. a noisy or vi- 
olent uproar. 2. a noisy or loud argument. 

run (run) /ran/ v., ran (ran) /reen/ run, running, n. —v. 
1. [no obj] to go quickly by moving the legs more rapidly 
than at a walk: He ran down the Street. 2. [~ + obj] to 
perform by or as if by running: She ran an errand. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to go or cross (a distance) in running: He ran the 
utile in under four minutes. 4 [~ + obj] to enter in a 
race: She ran her horse in the last race. 5. [~ + obj] to 
pass something (over or through) quickly: He ran his fin- 
gers lightly over the keyboard. 6. [no obj) to go to for 
aid, etc.: He is always running to his parents. 7. (no obj) 
to make a quick trip or visit: to run to the supermarket. 
8. [~ + obj] to carry or transport: III run you home in 
my car. 9. to (cause to) move freely: [no obj): At least 
here the dog can run around in the park. [~ + obj): 
Take the dog and run him around the track. 10. to 
(cause to) move forward: [no obj]: The ball ran into the 
street. [~ + obj]: The golfer ran the ball too far and it 
rolled off the green. 11. to (cause to) be a candidate for 
election: [no obj): She's running for vice president. [~ + 
obj): The party ran its best candidates in the last election. 
12. (of a ship, car, etc.) to (cause to) be sailed or driven 
from a proper or given route: [no obj): The ship ran 
aground. [~ + obj]: The driver ran the car up onto the 
curb. 13. to (cause to) go back and forth between places 
or along a certain route: [no obj): The bus runs between 
New Haven and Hartford. [~ + obj]: The company runs 
ferries between New York and Hoboken. 14. to (cause to) 
unravel, as stitches or a fabric: [no obj): Her stockings 
ran when she knelt down quickly. [~ + obj): to run the 
stocking. 15. to (cause to) flow in or as if in a stream: 
[no obj): Tears ran from her eyes. Her nose was running. 
[~ + obj]: He ran some hot water into the tub. 16. [no 
obj) (of colors) to spread to other things: The colors in 
your blouse will run if you use hot water. 17. to (cause 
to) operate or function: [no obj): How is the office run- 
ning these days? [~ + obj): Run the dishwasher again 
and let's see if it works. 18. [~ + obj] to manage or 
conduct: to run a business. 19. [no obj) to be within a 
range of a certain size, number, etc.: The grades on the 
last exam ran from B + to F. 20. [no obj] to (cause to) 
meet or endure a certain condition: to run into trouble. 
21. {~ + to + obj] to tend to have a specified quality, 
form, etc.: This novel runs to long descriptions. 22. [no 
obj] to be stated or worded: The text runs as follows. 23. 
[~ + to + obj] to amount; total: The bill ran to $100. 
24. [~ + obj] to cost (an amount): This watch runs $30 
or so. 25. [~ + obj + obj] to cost (a person) an 
amount: The car repair will run you $90. 26. [not: be + 
~ing; no obj) to continue, extend, stretch, or last: The 
story runs for eight pages. 27.[~ + obj] to put so as to 
extend in a particular direction: fo run the television ca- 
ble under the road. 28. to (cause to) appear in print: [no 
obj): The story ran in all the papers. [~ + obj]: The 
uewspaper ran the story on page |. 29. to (cause to) be 
performed: [no obj]: The play ran for two years. [~ + 
obj): to run the movie for two years until it made a profit. 
30. [no obj] to occur again through time: Musical ability 
runs in my family. 31. [~ + obj) to get past or through 
without stopping: to run a blockade. 32. [~ + obj] to 
process (the instructions in a program) by computer: For 
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some reason the computer runs the program but then 
Stops. 33. [~ + obj] to place oneself in danger, at risk, 
etc.: running some big risks. 34. [~ + obj] to drive, 
force, or thrust: ran the sword through his opponent's 
heart. 35. run across, [~ + across + obj] to meet or 
find accidentally: / ran across an old friend. 36. run af- 
ter, [~ + after + obj) a. to chase or pursue: The police 
ran after the thief. b. to try to gain or obtain: fo run after 
wealth. 37. run along, [no obj] to leave; go away: Run 
along, children, and play outside. 38. run around, [no 
obj] a. to be involved in many different activities. b. to 
have more than one romantic involvement. 39. run 
away, [no obj] to flee, esp. with no intent to return: The 
three-year-old said she was going to run away. 40. run 
away with, [~ + away + with + obj] a. to go away 
with, esp. to marry: Her husband ran away with another 
woman. b. to steal: to run away with all the money. c. to 
get by surpassing others, as a prize: ran away with all the 
prizes. d. to overwhelm; get the better of: Sometimes his 
enthusiasm runs away with him. 41. run down, a. to 
strike and overturn, esp. with a vehicle: [~ + obj + 
down): He accidentally ran the child down. [~ + down + 
obj): He ran down the child. b. to chase after and seize: 
[~ + down + obj): to run down criminals. (~ + obj + 
down): to run them down and catch ther. c. [~ + down 
+ obj] to read through quickly: He ran down the list of 
figures. d. [no obj] to cease operation; stop: The battery 
ran down in just a few hours. e. to speak badly about 
(someone): [~ + down + obj]: always running down Nis 
friends. [~ + obj + down): always running me down. f. 
to search out; find: [~ + down + obj]: to run down 
some leads in the murder case. [~ + obj + down): to 
run some leads down. 42. run in, Informal. to arrest: [~ 
+ in + obj): The police officers ran in all the usual sus- 
pects. (~ + obj + in): promised he'd run me in if he 
ever caught me again. 43. run into, [~ + obj] a. to col- 
lide with: We ran into each other and fell. b. to meet ac- 
cidentally: ran into an old friend just the other day. c. In- 
formal. to amount to; total: This project could run into 
the millions. 44. run off, a. [no obj] to leave quickly; 
run away: ran off before | could thank her. b. to create 
quickly and easily: [~ + off + obj): to run off a terin pa- 
per in an hour. [~ + obj + off): ran his rehearsed an- 
swers off quickly in the debate. c. to drive away; expel: 
[~ + off + obj): ran off the pesky stray dog. (~ + obj + 
off}: ran the stray dog off. d. to print, print out, or dupli- 
cate: [~ + off + obj): to run off 500 copies. [~ + obj + 
off}: to run a few copies off. 45. run off with, [~ + off 
+ with + obj) a. to steal; abscond with: running off with 
the money. b. to leave suddenly with, so as to marry or 
have an affair with: ran off with the :nayor’s wife. 46. run 
on, (no obj) to continue without relief or interruption: He 
ran on about his computer so long that | was bored stiff. 
47. run out, a. [no obj] to come to an end; to be fin- 
ished: My visa has run out. b. [no obj] to become used 
up; to have no more: The fuel has run out. c. [~ + obj 
+ out] to drive out; expel: could run us out with threats 
or intimidation. 48. run out of, [~ + out + of + obj] to 
use up a supply of: Weve run out of wood; how will we 
make a fire? 49. run over, a. to hit with a vehicle, esp. 
when severe injury or death results: [~ + over + obj): 
The car ran over several people in the park. (~ + obj + 
over): The driver ran the child over. b. [~ + over + obj] 
to go beyond; exceed: His speech ran over the time limit. 
c. [~ + over + obj] to repeat; review: Let's run over that 
song again. d. [no obj] to overflow, as a container. 50. 
run through, a. [~ + obj + through) to pierce or stab, 
as with a sword: Cyrano ran him through. b. (~ + 
through + obj] to consume or use up wastefully: He ran 
through all their money. c. {~ + through + obj) to prac- 
tice or rehearse: Let's run through that tune one more 
time. 51. run to, [~ + to + obj] to amount to; reach: 
The bill ran to several hundred dollars. 52. run up, to 
gather, accumulate, or amass: [~ + up + obj]: running 
up huge debts. (no obj): Huge debts have run up. 53. 
run with, [~ + with + obj] Informal. to proceed with: /f 
the board likes the idea, we'll run with it. —n. (count) 54. 
a fleeing; flight: a quick run for the border. 55. the dis- 
tance covered, as by running. 56. a quick trip: a few runs 
to the grocery store. 57. a routine or regular trip: the de- 
liveryinan’s usual run. 58. a period of operation of a ma- 
chine: a 14-hour run for each generator. 59. the amount 
produced in such a period: The newspaper has runs of 
over a tnillion copies a day. 60. a course, trend, or ten- 
dency: the normal run of events. 61. [usually singular) 
freedom to use something: fo have the run of the house. 
62. a continuous series, Course, or extent: a run of good 
luck. 63. any extensive and continued demand: a sudden 
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run on umbrellas. 64. a series of demands for payment, 
as on a bank: a run on the banks. 65. an inclined 
course, such as on a slope: a bobsled run. 66. Baseball. 
the score made by running around all the bases and 
reaching home plate. 67. the runs, /nformal. DIARRHEA: 
(noncount; used with a singular verb): Having the runs is 
very unpleasant. [plural; used with a plural verb): The 
runs were very unpleasant. —Idiom. 68. in the long 
run, in the course of long experience: /n the long run 
your stocks will earn money. 69. in the short run, in the 
near future: The stocks are losing money in the short 
run, 70. on the run, a. scurrying about to perform one’s 
activities: on the run from morning tll night. b. while 
rushing to get somewhere: eating breakfast on the run. 
c. moving from place to place so as to hide from the po- 
lice. 71. run for it, [70 obj] Informal. to flee quickly: 
We'd better run for it; the police are right behind us. 72. 
run off at the mouth, /nformal. to talk without stopping 
or without thinking: constantly running off at the mouth. 
73. run short, [no obj] to have an insufficiency of some- 
thing: My patience is running short. 

run-a-bout (run’s bout’) /rana,bawt/ n. [count] a small, 
light automobile or motorboat. 

run-a-round (run’a round’) /'rana rawnd’! n. (count; 
usually singular) Inforinal. a vague, evasive answer: kept 
giving him the runaround every time he asked her to 
marry him. 

runaway (run’a wa’) /rana,wey/ n. [count] 1. one 
who runs away. 2. the act of running away. 3. an easy 
victory. —adj. [before a noun) 4. escaped; fugitive. 5. (of 
a contest) easily won: a runaway victory. 6. not held back 
or restrained; unchecked: runaway prices. 

run/-down/, adj. 1. fatigued; exhausted: run-down after 
the marathon. 2. in poor health: He's severely run-down 
and had better see a doctor. 3. in neglected or broken- 
down condition: a run-down neighborhood. 4. (of a 
clock, etc.) not running because it is unwound. 

run-down (run/doun’) /'ran,dawn/ n. [count] a short 
summary or brief report: a rundown on the latest sales 
figures. 

rung! (rung) /rap/ v. pt. and pp. of rine’. 

rung? (rung) /ran/ n. (count) 1. one of the crosspieces 
forming the steps of a ladder. 2. a shaped piece at- 
tached to something horizontally for strength, as between 
the legs of a chair. 3. a level or degree, as in a business, 
organization, etc.: moving up the rungs of responsibility 
within the Arny. 

run/-in’, n. (count) a quarrel; argument: a run-in with 
his boss about his disruptive attitude. 

run-ner (run/ar) /'ranor/ n. [count] 1. a person, animal, 
or thing that runs, esp. as a racer. 2. a messenger, esp. 
of a bank or brokerage house. 3. Baseball. a player on 
base or trying to reach a base. 4. Football. the ball- 
carrier. 5. a smuggler. 6. either of the long, bladelike 
strips of metal or wood on which a Sled or Sleigh slides. 
7. the blade of an ice skate. 8. a long, narrow rug. 

run/ner-up’, n. [count], pl. runners-up. the player, 
team, or competitor finishing in second place. 

runening (run/ing) /‘ranin/ n. (noncount) 1. the act of a 
person, animal, or thing that runs. 2. management; di- 
rection: the running of a business. —adj. [before a noun) 
3. flowing, as from taps or pipes: running water. 4. car- 
ried on continuously: a running commentary. 5. per- 
formed with, used for, or done with a run: a running leap 
and off he went. 6. leaking pus or other material: a run- 
ning sore. 7. moving or proceeding smoothly: They got 
off to a running start. —adv. [after a plural noun; with a 
number) 8. one after the other; consecutively: Cars were 
stolen from that neighborhood three nights running. 
—Idiom. 9. in the running, under consideration as a 
candidate: {wo nominees still in the running. 10. out of 
the running, a. not under consideration as a candidate: 
Because he had no credentials he was out of the run- 
ning. b. not among the winners or runners-up: He was 
now out of the running in the tournament. 

run/ning light’, n. [count] any of various lights dis- 
played by a vessel or aircraft operating at night. 

run/ning mate’, n. (count) a candidate for a political 
position, linked with another and usually more important 
office or position, such as the vice-president: Richard 
Nixon was Dwight Eisenhower's running mate in 1954. 

run-ny (run/é) /'raniy/ adj., -niver, -nivest. 1. tending to 
run or drip: a runny paste. 2. (of the nose) giving off mu- 
cus: wiping his child's runny nose. 

run-off (run/of’, -of/) /ranof, -,pf/ n. 1. (nonconnt] 
something that lows off, such as rain water: The barrel 
collects any runoff, 2. [count] a contest held to break a 
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tie: 4n the runoff after the generat election, he easily beat 
his closest conipetitor. 

run/-of-the-mill’, adj. just average; commonplace; or- 
dinary; mediocre. 

run/-on’, adj. 1. (of something written as a sentence) 
having a thought that carries over to what should be an- 
other sentence or clause: An example of a run-on sen- 
tence is the following: “F really like lier, | want to see her 
again.” —n. [count] 2. a sentence or phrase written this 
way: Avoid run-ons in your writing. 

runt (runt) /rant/ u. [count] 1. an animal that is small, 
esp. the smallest of a litter. 2. Offensive. one who is 
small: “Get out of here, runt,” he said. —runt/y, adj., 
-iver, -ivest. 

run’-through’, n. [count] a trial or practice perfor- 
mance, esp. a rehearsal of a play. 

runway (run/wa’) /'ran,wey/ n. [count] 1. a way along 
which something runs. 2. a strip on which planes land 
and take off. 3. a ramp in a theater, extending from the 
stage into the orchestra pit or the aisles. 

-rupt-, root. -rupt- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “break.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ABRUPT, CORRUPT, DISRUPT, ERUPT, ERUPTION, INCORRUPTI- 
BLE, INTERRUPT, RUPTURE. 

rup-ture (rup/cher) /‘raptfor/ n., v, -tured, -tureing. 
—n. 1. [count] the act of bursting. 2. [/oncount) the 
state of being burst. 3. [count] a break from once- 
friendly relations. 4. [count] a hernia, esp. an abdominal 
hernia. —v. 5. to break or burst: [no obj): The blood ves- 
set wilt rupture from the strain. [~ + obj]: The added 
strain may rupture the blood vessel. 6. [~ + oneself] to 
suffer a hernia: He‘! rupture hiniself if he tries to lift that 
Piaiio. See -RUPT-. 

rueral (rral) /‘rural/ adj. of or like the country, country 
life, or country people; rustic. 

ruse (rooz) /ruwz/ n. [count] a trick: He used a ruse to 
get past the sentry. 

rush! (rush) /raf/ v. 1. to (cause to) move with great or 
too much speed: [no obj]: He rushed ahead with the 
plan. [~ + obj): He rushed the nomination through the 
committee. 2. to dash, esp. to dash forward for an at- 
tack: [no obj]: The soldiers rushed forward. [~ + obj): 
The soldiers rushed the machine gun nest. 3. to (cause 
to) appear, go, etc., rapidly or suddenly: [no obj]: The 
train rushed by. [~ + obj): Rush him to a hospital; he’s 
badly hurt. —n. 4. (court) the act of rushing; a rapid or 
violent onward movement. 5. [noncouut) hurried activity; 
busy haste: There's no rush; what's your hurry? ©. [non- 
count] press of work, business, etc., requiring effort or 
haste: the mid-morning rush. 7. [count] a rushing of 
numbers of persons to some region: the California gold 
rush. 8. (count; usually singular] the intense feeling ex- 
perienced from the early moments after taking a drug. 
—adj. (before a noun] 9. requiring or done in haste: a 
rush job. 10. characterized by too much business, a 
press of work or traffic, etc.: rush hour traffic. 

rush? (rush) /raf/ n. [count] 1. any grasslike plant found 
in wet or marshy places. 2. a stem of such a plant, used 
for making chair bottoms, baskets, etc. 
rush’ hour’, su. (court) a time of day in which large 
numbers of people are traveling to or from work. 

rusk (rusk) /rask/ n. [count] a slice of sweet, raised 
bread dried and baked again in the oven. 
rus-set (rus/it) /‘rasit/ u. 1. [noncount] yellowish brown 
or reddish brown. 2. [noncournt] a rough, reddish brown 
homespun cloth once used for clothing. 3. [court] any of 
various apples with a rough brownish skin, that ripen in 
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the autumn. —adj. 4. yellowish brown, light brown, or 
reddish brown in color. 

Rusesian (rush’an) /'rafon/ adj. 1. of or relating to Rus- 
sia. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by many of 
the people in Russia. —n. 3. [count] a person born or liv- 
ing in Russia. 4. [noncount] the language spoken by 
many of the people in Russia. 

rust (rust) /rast/ n. [noncount] 1. the red coating that 
forms on iron when exposed to air and moisture. 2. red- 
dish yellow or reddish brown. —v. 3. to (cause to) be- 
come or grow rusty, as iron: [no obj): The metat chairs 
had rusted over the winter. [~ + obj]: That climate wilt 
rust anything that isn't welt protected. 4. [no obj] to de- 
cline in quality or ability: He could feet his pitching abili- 
ties rusting away. 

rusetic (rus/tik) /'rastik/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
country; rural. 2. simple or unsophisticated. —n. [count] 
3. a country person. 4. an unsophisticated country per- 
son. —rus/ti-calely, adv. 

rustle (rus’al) /‘rasol/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to 
make the slight, soft sounds of gentle rubbing, as leaves: 
[no obj]: The leaves of auturmn rustted. [~ + obj): They 
rustled the leaves as they walked through the woods. 2. 
[~ + obj] to steal (livestock, esp. cattle). 3. rustle up, 
Informal. to put together by effort or search: [~ + up + 
obj): to rustle up some lunch from leftovers. (~ + obj + 
up]: to rustle something up for lunch. —n. [count] 4. the 
sound made by anything that rustles. —rus/tler, n. 
[count] 

rustey (rus/tē) /'rastiy/ adj., -ìeer, -ivest. 1. covered with 
rust. 2. of or tending toward the color rust. 3. having lost 
agility; out of practice: Because he hadn't played baseball 
in the last few years, he was rusty. —rust/ieness, n. 
[noncount] 

rut! (rut) /rat/ n., v., rut-ted, rutting. —n. [count] 1. a 
narrow, deep track in the ground, esp. one made by ve- 
hicles. 2. a fixed way of proceeding, usually dull or un- 
promising: to fall into a rut with his job. —v. [~ + obj; 
usually: be + ~-ed]3. to make a rut or ruts in: The road 
was badly rutted. —rut/ty, adj., -tiver, -ti-est. 

rut? (rut) /rat/ n., v., rut-ted, rutting. —n. [count; usu- 
ally singular] 1. the period of year or time when deer, 
goats, etc., are sexually excited. —v. [no obj] 2. to be in 
the condition of rut. 

rusta-ba-ga (rd0/ta bā/gə, rdo/ta ba/-) /,ruwta'beyga, 
'ruwta,bey-/ n., pi -gas. 1. [count] a plant of the mus- 
tard family with a yellow- or white-fleshed underground 
stem that can be eaten. 2. [noncourt) the underground 
stem that can be eaten, a variety of turnip. 

ruth-less (rdoth/lis) /‘ruwOlis/ adj. without pity or compas- 
sion; cruel; merciless: a ruthless desire to win at alt costs. 
—ruth/lessely, adv.: The general pressed his men ruth- 
lessly ahead. —ruth/lesseness, n. [norcount) 

RV, an abbreviation of: recreational vehicle. 

Rwan-edan (roo an/dan) /ruw'andan/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to Rwanda. —i. [count] 2. a person born or living in 
Rwanda. 

Rx, an abbreviation of: 1. prescription. 2. (used in pre- 
scriptions) take. 

-ry, suffix. See -ERY. 

rye (ri) /ray/ u. [noncount] 1. a cereal grass. 2. the 
seeds or grain of this plant, used for making flour and 
whiskey. 3. bread made from this grain. 4. Also called 
rye’ whis’key. a. a straight whiskey made from a 
crushed pulp containing 51 percent or more rye grain. b. 
Northeastern U.S. arid Canada. a blended whiskey. 


S, s (es) /es/ n. [count], pi Ss or S's, ss or s's. the 19th 
letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

S, an abbreviation of: 1. satisfactory. 2. sentence. 3. 
small. 4. Also, s south. 5. southern. 6. state (highway). 
*s' (s, z, iz) /s, z, tz / an ending that is added to nouns or 
noun phrases to indicate possession by: man’s; women’s; 
children’s; James's; witness's; attorney general's; king of 

England's; anyone's. 

"S? (s, z, iz) /s, z, 1z/ a contraction that appears at the end 
of a noun or pronoun that is the subject of a verb, and is 
a shortened form of 1. the verb is: She’s here (= She is 
here). 2. the verb has: He's been there (= He has been 
there). 3. the verb does: What's he do for a living? (= 
What does he do for a fiving?). 

"s* (s) /s/ a contraction that appears at the end of the 
verb fet and is a shortened form of us: Let's go (= Let us 
go). 

-S' or -eS, (S, Z, iz) /s, Z, 1z/ -s' or -es is attached to the 
root form of verbs and marks the third person singular 
present indicative form, agreeing with a subject that is 
singular: He walks. She runs. The wind rushes through 
the trees. 

-s? or -es, -s’? or -es is attached to count nouns and 
marks the plural form: weeks; days; bushes; taxes; la- 
dies; pianos; potatoes. 

S., an abbreviation of: 1. Saint. 2. Saturday. 3. Sea. 4. 
September. 5. south. 6. southern. 7. Sunday. 

S., an abbreviation of: 1. school. 2. section. 3. small. 4. 
south. 5. southern. 

Sab-bath (sab/ath) /‘swba0/ n. 1. [proper noun; usually: 
the + ~] the seventh day of the week, Saturday, the day 
of rest devoted to worship amiong Jews and some Chris- 
tians. 2. [proper noun; usually: the + ~] the first day of 
the week, Sunday, devoted to worship by most Chris- 
tians. 3. [count; often: sabbath] a day of rest or prayer. 

sab-bat-i-cal (so bat/i kal) /sə'bætıkəl/, n. [count] 1. a 
year of release from normal teaching duties granted to a 
professor for research, etc. 2. a period of leave from 
one’s work, esp. for rest or study. —Idiom. 3. on sab- 
batical, [noncount] having, or in the period of, one’s 
sabbatical: She's on sabbatical in Mauritius. 

Sa-ber (sa/bar) /'scybar/ n. [count] a one-edged sword, 
usually slightly curved, used esp. by cavalry. 

sa/ber saw’, n. [count] a portable electric jigsaw. 

sable (sa/bal) /'scybal/ n., pł. -bles, (esp. when thought 
of as a group for 1) -ble. 1. [count] a small dark-colored 
Eurasian or North American marten, valued for its fur. 2. 
[noncount] the fur of the sable. 

sab-o-tage (sab/o tazh/’) /'sæbə,ta3/ n., v., -taged, -tag- 
ing. —n. [noncount] 1. deliberate damage of equipment, 
etc., as by employees during a dispute with their com- 
pany. 2. destruction of property, as to weaken a govern- 
ment or military effort: acts of military sabotage. 3. any 
act of spoiling or undermining a plan or effort: a case of 
romantic sabotage. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to injure or attack 
by sabotage: to sabotage the communications facihties. 
5. to spoil or undermine; ruin: She sabotaged every ef- 
fort he nade to stay on his diet. 

sab-o-teur (sab/o tur’) /sxba't3r/ n. [count] one who 
commits sabotage. 

sac (sak) /swk/ n. [count] a baglike structure in an ani- 
mal, plant, Or fungus, esp. one containing fluid. 

sacecharrin (sak/ar in) /'sækərin/ n. [noncount] an arti- 
ficially produced powder used as a sugar substitute. 

sacecharrine (sak/ar in, -ə rén’, -ə rin’) /sækərin, 
-o,rlyn, -a,rayn/ adj. 1. of, resembling, or containing 
sugar. 2. sweet in an exaggerated way: a saccharine 
simile. 

saechem (sa/cham) /'seytfam/ n. [count] (among some 
North American Indians) the chief of a tribe or confedera- 
tion. 

sa-chet (sa sha’) /sx'fey/ n. [count] a small bag or pad 
containing sweet-smelling powder. 

sack’ (sak) /sæk/ n. 1. [count] a large bag of strong, 
rough, woven material, as for potatoes: a burlap sack. 2. 
[count] the amount a sack holds: two sacks of sugar. 3. 
[count] a bag: a sack of candy. 4. [noncount; usually: the 
+ ~] Slang. dismissal or being fired from a job: got the 
sack for being late. 5. [noncount] Slang. bed: He needs 
some time in the sack. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to put into a 
sack or sacks. 7. [~ + obj] Slang. to dismiss from a job; 
fire: sacked him after just two weeks. 8. sack out, [no 
obj) Slang. to go to bed; fall asleep: You can sack out on 
the floor. —Idiom. 9. hit the sack, to go to bed: Time 
to hit the sack; lights out! —sack/ful, n. (count), pl. 
-fuls. 

sack? (sak) /swk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to plunder (a place) af- 


ter capture; loot: Genghis Khan's armies sacked entire 
provinces. —n. [count] 2. the plundering of a captured 
place: the sack of Troy. —sack/er, 1. Lcount] 


sack-cloth (sak/kl6th’, -ktoth’) /'sæk,kl20, - klo0/ n. 
[noncount] 1. sackinc. — Idiom. 2. in sackcloth and 
ashes, [noricount) in a state of deep sorrow for what one 
has done. 

sack-ing (sak/ing) /‘swkin/ n. [noncount] strong, roughly 
woven material of hemp, etc., used for sacks. Also called 
sackcloth. 

sacrament (sak/ra mont) lsækrəmənt/ n. [count] a 
rite of the Christian churches, established by Christ to ob- 
tain grace. —sac-ra-‘mental (sak/ra men/tl) 
/,sekra'mentl/ adj. 

sacred (sa/krid) /'scykrid/ adj. 1. worthy of religious 
respect because of association with the divine: the sacred 
relics of the saints. 2. dedicated to divine things: a sa- 
cred grove. 3. important for some person or object: an 
hour sacred to study. 4. revered or respected: the sacred 
menory of the dead. —sa/cred-ly, adv. —sa/cred: 
ness, n. [Noncounte] 

sa/cred cow’, n. [count] someone or something 
thought to be important and therefore not to be criticized 
or questioned. 

saceri-fice (sak/ra fis’) /‘sxkra,fays/ n., v., -ficed, -fic- 
ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the offering of tife or of some ob- 
ject to a deity, as for forgiveness or worship: Their 
practices inchided human sacrifice. 2. [count] the per- 
son, animal, or thing that is so offered. 3. the giving up 
or destruction of something important for the sake of 
something having higher claim: [count]: making many 
sacrifices for her children. [noncount): the sacrifice of 
time with his children just for his work. —v. [~ + obj] 4. 
to make a sacrifice of. 5. to surrender, give up, or de- 
stroy for the sake of something else: He sacrificed most 
of his vacation time to finish the job. —sac/riefi/cial 
(-fish’al) /-'fifal/ adj. 

saceri-lege (sak/ra lij) /‘sakralid3/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the 
act Of mistreating something sacred. 2. [count] an in- 
stance of this: to commit a sacrilege. —saceri-le-gious 
(sak’/ra lijf/as) /,sakra'lid3as/ adj. —sac/ri-le’gious-ly, 
adv. See -LEG-. 

saceris-ty (sak/ri sté) /'sakristiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. a 
room in a church in which vestments, etc., are kept. 

Sac-ro-sanct (sak/rō sangkt’) /‘sxkrow,swpkt/ adj. 1. 
sacred. 2. beyond interference, question, etc.: Sports in 
that town are sacrosanct. —sac/ro-sanct/ness, n. [non- 
count) See -SANCT-. 

sad (sad) /swd/ adj., sad-der, sad-dest. 1. feeling un- 
happiness or grief: to feel sad. 2. expressing or causing 
sorrow: a Sad song. 3. awfully bad; sorry: a sad attempt 
to make a joke. —sad/ly, adv.: She shook her head 
sadly as she read about the famine. —sad/ness, n. 
[noncount) 

sad-den (sad/n) /'swdn/ v. to make or become sad: [~ 
+ obj): The news of their teammmate’s paralysis saddened 
the team. [Ht + ~ + obj + that clause]: It saddened me 
that she wouldn't trust me. [no obj): He saddened when 
he heard the news. 

sad-dle (sad/l) /‘siwdl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
1. a seat for a rider on the back of a horse or other ani- 
mal. 2. a similar seat on a bicycle, etc. 3. something 
similar to a saddle in shape, position, or function. —v. 4. 
to put a saddle on (an animal): [~ + obj]: They saddled 
their horses and rode off. [~ + up + obj): They saddled 
up their horses and rode off. [~ + obj + up): They sad- 
dled the horses up and rode off. [no obj; ~ + up): They 
saddied up and took off. 5.[~ + obj + with + obj] to 
give to (someone), as a burden or responsibility: The 
boss saddled our staff with a lot of extra work. — Idiom. 
6. in the saddle, [noncomnt] a. in a position to direct. b. 
at work; on the job: back in the saddle after my illness. 

sad-dle-bag (sad/I bag’) /'swdl,bieg/ n. [count] a large 
bag hung from a saddle, laid over the back of a horse 
behind the saddle, etc. 

sad/dle shoe’, n. [count] a shoe with a band of con- 
trasting leather or color across the instep. 

sadism (sa/diz om, sad/iz-) /'seydizam, ‘sadiz-/ n. 
[noncount] 1. sexual pleasure from causing pain to 


sadomasochism to salary 


others. 2. pleasure in being cruel. —sa/dist, n. [count], 
adj. —sardis-tic (sa dis/tik) /sa'distik/ adj. 

sa-do-mas-o-chism (sã/dō mas/ə kiz’om, -maz/-, 
sad/6-) /scydow'masa,kizom, -'mæz-, sædow-/ n. [non- 
count] pleasure, esp. sexual, gained through causing or 
receiving pain. —sa/do-mas/o-chist, n. [count], adj. 

—sa/do-mas/o-chis/tic, adj. 

sa-faeri (sa far/é) /sə'fariy/ n., pl. -ris, v., -ried, -ri-ing. 
—n. 1. a trip for hunting, adventure, etc.: [count]: a short 
safari to photograph wild animals. [noncount; on + 7]: 
They're on safari for a few weeks. 2. [count] any long ad- 
venturous trip. —v. [no obj] 3. to go on safari. 

safe (saf) /scyf/ adj., saf-er, saf-est, n. —adj. 1. offer- 
ing security from danger; giving protection: a safe neigh- 
borhood. 2. free from injury or risk: They arrived home 
safe. 3. reasonably correct: a safe estimate. 4. dependa- 
ble; trustworthy: a safe guide. 5. careful to avoid risk: a 
very safe driver. 6. [be + ~] Baseball. reaching base 
without being put out: safe at home! 7. [be + ~] (of a 
secret) that will not be told to others: Your secret is safe 
with) me. —n. [count] 8. a steel box or other secure place 
for valuables: a safe in the wall, hidden behind a book- 
shelf. —Idiom. 9. play (it) safe, to avoid taking un- 
necessary risks: He played it safe and didn't drive fast in 
the snow. —safe/ly, adv. —safe/ness, n. [noncount) 
See -SALV-. 

safe’-con/’duct, n. [count] a document that allows safe 
passage through a region, esp. in time of war. 

safe’-depos’it box’, n. [count] a lockable metal box, 
esp. in a bank vault, for storing valuables. Also called 
safe’ty-depos’it box’. See illustration at BANK. 

safe-guard (sāf/gärd/) /'scyf,gaurd/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing that serves as a protection: stricter safeguards on 
nuclear fuels. —v. 2. to prevent (someone or something) 
from being harmed: [no obj): to safeguard against at- 
tack. [~ + obj): You can safeguard your home from bur- 
glars. 

safe-keep-ing (saf/ké/ping) /'scyf'kiypin/ n. [noncount]) 
the act of keeping safe or the state of being kept safe: 
money in the bank for safekeeping. 

safe’ sex’, n. [noncount] sexual activity in which pre- 
cautions are taken to prevent diseases spread by sexual 
contact, specifically, AIDS. 

safe-ty (saf/té) /‘scyftiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [poncount] the 
state of being safe: the rules of safety; Sometimes there 
is safety in numbers (= being with others is safer than 
being alone). 2. [count] a device to prevent injury: When 
too much electricity enters the circuit, the safeties come 
on and cut off the flow. See -SALv-. 

safe’ty glass’, n. [noncount] glass made by joining 
two sheets of glass with a layer of plastic between them 
that keeps the fragments from flying. 

safe’ty match’, n. [count] a match that ignites only 
when rubbed on a specially prepared surface. 

safe’ty pin’, n. [count] a pin bent back on itself to 
form a spring, with a guard to cover the point. 

safe’ty ra/zor, n. [count] a razor with a guard to pre- 
vent the blade from cutting the skin. 

safe’/ty valve’, n. [count] 1. a device that opens to re- 
lease a fluid before pressure reaches dangerous levels. 
2. a harmless way of releasing feelings that have been 
kept in: Exercise was his safety valve. 

saf-fron (saf/ran) /‘sefron/ n. 1. [count] a crocus having 
bright purple flowers. 2. [moncount] an orange powder 
made from this flower, used to color and flavor foods. 

sag (sag) /swg/ v., sagged, sag-ging, n. —v. [no obj) 1. 
to sink downward by or as if by weight: His body sagged 
under the weight of carrying her. 2. to decline or be- 
come less in strength or intensity: Our spints began to 
sag. 3. to decline or go down in value: The stock market 
sagged today. —n. [count] 4. an act or instance of sag- 
ging. —sag/gy, adj., -gi-er, -gi-est. 

Sa-ga (sä/gə) /'saga/ n. [count], pl. -gas. 1. a written ac- 
count from medieval Scandinavia that tells of historical or 
legendary individuals or families. 2. any piece of writing 
that tells of heroic events or deeds. 

sagacious (sa ga/shas) /sa'yeyJos/ adj. having or 
showing wisdom; shrewd; wise: a sagacious lawyer. —Sa- 
gac-i-ty (sa gas/i tē) /so'gwsitiy/ n. [noncount] 

sage’ (saj) /scyd3/ n., adj., sag-er, sag-est. —n. [count] 
l. a very wise person: consulting the village sage for ad- 
vice. —adj. 2. wise or prudent: sage advice. 

sage’ (saj) /seyd3/ n. [noncount) 1. a plant belonging to 
the mint family, esp. one with grayish green leaves used 
in cooking. 2. the leaves themselves: turkey stuffing with 
sage. 

sage-brush (saj/brush’) /'seyd3,braf/ n. [noncount] a 
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sagelike, bushy plant having silvery wedge-shaped 
leaves. 

sago (sā/gō) /'seygow/ n. [noncount] a starch that co- 
mes from palm trees, used in making puddings. 

sahib (sa/ib, -éb) /'saib, -iyb/ n. [count] (a term of re- 
spect used in India in addressing or referring to an im- 
portant person or, in colonial times, a European) sir; 
master. 

said (sed) /sed/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of say. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. mentioned previously; aforementioned: The said 
witness claims she saw the defendant. 

sail (sal) /seyl/ n. [count] 1. a piece of canvas on a ship 
to catch the wind and propel the vessel: The ship has 
three sails. 2. a similar apparatus, as on a windmill. 3. a 
voyage esp. in a vessel with sails. —v. 4. [no obj] (of a 
ship or boat) to travel on water: The ship sailed to 
Alaska. 5. [~ + obj] a. to travel in a ship upon, over, Or 
through (water): to sail the seven seas. b. to take or pilot 
(a vessel) upon, over, or through water: They sailed the 
ship to Alaska. 6. to manage (a sailboat), esp. for sport: 
[no obj): She likes to sail on weekends. [~ + obj): sailed 
their boat out into the harbor. 7. [no obj) to begin a 
journey by water: We sail at dawn. 8. [no obj] to move 
along like a sailing vessel: to sail into a room. 9. sail 
into, [~ + into + obj] to attack strongly; assail: He 
sailed into our ideas for reorganization. —Idiom. 10. 
set sail, to start a voyage: We set sail at daybreak. 

saile-boat (sal/bot’) /'scyl,bowt/ n. [count] a boat using 
sails for propulsion. 

sail-cloth (sal/kl6th’, -kloth’) /'seyl,klo9, -,klo0/ n. [non- 
count] 1. a fabric, as of Dacron, for boat sails or tents. 2. 
a lightweight canvas used esp. for clothing and curtains. 

sailing (sa/ling) /‘scylin/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of a 
person or thing that sails: very skilled at sailing. 2. 
[count] the act of a ship leaving a port. —Idiom. 3. 
clear sailing, [noncount] a way free of serious difficulty: 
Once he gets through with the last chapter it will be Clear 
sailing to the end. 

sailor (sa/lar) /'seylər/ n. [count] 1. one whose job is 
sailing; a mariner. 2. a person in a navy whose rank is 
below the rank of an officer. 

saint (sant) /seynt/ n. [count] 1. a person of great holi- 
ness, formally recognized by the Christian Church. 2. a 
person of great virtue or unselfishness: His mother was a 
saint to put up with all his bad behavior. —adj. 3. (Saint; 
before a person’s name as a title] (used to show that a 
person’s holiness has been formally recognized by a 
Christian church): Saint James. Abbr. St. See -SANCT-. 

saint-hood (sant/hddd) /'seynthud/ n. [noncount] the 
state or quality of being a saint. See -SANCT-. 

saint-ly (sant/lé) /‘scyntliy/ adj., -liver, -lieest. of or like 
a saint: the teacher's saintly patience. —saint/li-ness, n. 
[noncount] See -SANCT-. 

saith (seth, sa/ath) /se0, 'seya0/ v. Archaic. third pers. 
sing. pres. of SAY. 

sake! (sak) /seyk/ n. [noncount] 1. benefit or well-being: 
worked hard for the sake of her family. 2. purpose; end: 
art for art's sake. 

sake? or saeké or Saeki (sä/kē, -ke) /'sakiy, -ke/ n. 
[noncount] a Japanese alcoholic beverage made from 
rice. 

salaam (sa lam’) /sa'lam/ n. [count] 1. a greeting 
meaning “peace,” used esp. in Islamic countries. 2. a 
very low bow to show respect. —v. [no obj] 3. to greet 
with a salaam. 

sa-la-cious (so lā/shəs) /sa'leyfas/ adj. grossly indecent; 
obscene. —Ssa-la/cious-ly, adv. —sa-la’cious-ness, sa. 
lac-i-ty (sa las/i tē) /sa'lesitiy/ n. [noncount] 

salead (sal/ad) /'sæləd/ n. 1. a cold dish of raw vegeta- 
bles, served with a dressing: [noncount]: We had salad 
with dinner. [count]: many different salads at the restau- 
rant. 2. a dish of raw or cold foods, mixed with mayon- 
naise or other dressing: [noncount]: potato salad. 
[count]: delicious pasta salads on the table. 

salad bar’, n. [count] an assortment of salads and of- 
ten other foods, as in a restaurant, from which one 
serves oneself. 

saleaeman-der (sal/ə man/dar) /'sxlo,mendor/ n. 
[count] 1. a small animal able to live in water or on land, 
having a soft, moist, scaleless skin. 2. a being in myths, 
esp. a lizard or other reptile, that is thought to be able to 
live in fire. 

saelaemi (sa lä/mē) /sa'lamiy/ n., pl. -mis. a spicy, gar- 
lic-lavored sausage, originally Italian: [noncount]: a 
sandwich with salami and cheese. [count]: They cut up 
several salanns. 

Saleaery (sal’a rē) /‘swloriy/ n. [count], pl. -ries. a fixed 
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amount of money paid regularly to a person for work: 
Salaries for these jobs start at $20,000 a year. —sal’a- 
ried’, adj.: a salaried worker. 

sale (sal) /scyl/ n. 1. [count] an act of selling: trying to 
make a sale. 2. [count] a special offering of goods at re- 
duced prices: They're having a sale: 20% off. 3. [count] 
transfer of property for money or credit. 4. [count] a. an 
amount or quantity sold. b. sales, [pluran total receipts 
from selling. 5. [count] an auction. 6. sales, [noncount; 
used with a singular verb) a department, as in a busi- 
ness, concerned with selling and promoting goods, etc.: 
Sales is the department you want to see. —Idiom. 7. 
for sale, [noncont) available for purchase: This house 
is for sale. 8. on sale, [noncount) to be bought at re- 
duced prices: The store has computers on sale for 50% 
off. —sal/a-ble, sale’a-ble, adj. 

sales-clerk (sdlz’klark’) /'scylz,kl3rk/ m. [count] one 
who sells goods in a Store. See illustration at STORE. 

saleseman or -womean (salz’man) or (-wd6m/sn) 
seylzman/ or /-,womon/ n. [count], pl. -men or -wom- 
en. a man or woman who Sells goods, services, etc. 
—sales’/mansship’, n. [noncount] 

sales-per-son (sālz/půr/sən) /'seylz,p3rsan/ n. [count] 
one who sells goods, services, etc. 

sal/i-cyl/ic ac/id (sal/a sil7ik) /sala'silik/ n. [noncount) 
a white Crystal-like substance used to make aspirin. 

sa-licent (sa/lé ant, sal’yant) /'scyliyant, 'seylyont/ adj. 
1. most noticeable; prominent: salient features. 2. stick- 
ing up or pointing outward. —n. [count] 3. an angle that 
sticks up or points out: a salient defended by the troops. 
—sa/li-ence, n. [noncount]) —sa/li-ent-ly, adv. 

sa-line (sa/lén, -lin) /'scyliyn, -layn/ adj. 1. of, contain- 
ing, or tasting of salt; salty: saline soil. —n. [count] 2. a 


saline solution. —saslin-iety (so lin/i tē) /sa'linitiy/ n. 
[noncount) 
Salissbur-y steak’ (sdlz’/ber’é, -bə rē, -bré) 


Isolz'beriy, -bariy, -briy/ n. [noncount]) ground beef 
shaped into a large patty and broiled or fried. 

Saclieva (sə li/va) /sa'layva/ n. [woncount] a watery fluid 
in the mouth that functions in the chewing, digesting, 
and swallowing of food. —sal-ievar-y (sal/ə ver/é) 
/'suclo,veriy/ adj. 

Saleievate (sal’a vat’) /‘swlo,veyt/ v. [no obj], -vat-ed, 
-vat-ing. to produce saliva. —sal-ieva-tion, n. [non- 
count) 

sallow (sal’5) /'swlow/ adj., -er, -est. of a sickly, yel- 
lowish color: a sallow complexion. —sal/low-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

salely (sal/é) /'swxliy/ n., pl. -lies, v., -lied, -ly-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a sudden rushing forth of troops against an 
enemy. 2. a funny, clever remark; quip. 3. an excursion 
or side trip. —v. [no obj] 4. to make a Sally: The troops 
sallied against their enemy. (usually: ~ + forth/out): We 
salhed forth in search of a good restaurant. 

salm-on (sam/an) /sæmən/ n., pl. -ons, (esp. when 
thought Of as a group) -on for l, adj. —n. 1. [count] a 
fish having edible, pink flesh. 2. [noncount] a light yel- 
lowish pink. —aqdj. 3. of the color salmon. 

sal-mo-nel-la (sal’mo nel’s) /sælmə'nelo/ n., pl. -nele 
lae (-nel7é) /-'neliy/ -nelelas. 1. [count] a rod-shaped 
bacterium that enters the digestive tract from contami- 
nated food, causing food poisoning. 2. [noncount] the 
food poisoning caused by this bacterium. 

sa-lon (sə lon’) /so'lon/ n. [count] 1. a room for receiv- 
ing quests in a large house. 2. a hall or place for the ex- 
hibition of works of art. 3. a special shop, department of 
a store, etc., uSually for fashionable clients: a dress sa- 
lon. 

Sa-loon (sa loon’) /so'luwn/ n. [count] 1. a place where 
alcoholic drinks are sold and drunk. 2. a room or place 
for some use: the dining saloon on a ship. 

salsa (sal/sa, -sa) /'salsə, -su/ n., pl. -sas. 1. [noncount] 
Latin American music blending Cuban rhythm with jazz, 
rock, and soul. 2. [count] a dance of Puerto Rican origin 
performed to this music. 3. [noncount] a sauce, esp. a 
spicy sauce containing hot chilies. 

salt (sôlt) /solt/ n. 1. [noncount] a white, crystal-like 
compound, sodium chloride, used for seasoning and 
preserving food. 2. [count] a chemical compound 
formed by combining an acid and a base. 3. [count] a 
sailor, esp. an old or experienced one. —v. [~ + obj] 4. 
to season or preserve (food) with salt. 5. to spread salt 
on so as to melt snow or ice: salting the highways. 6. 
salt away, to save (money) for future use: [~ + away 
+ obj]: salted away a few thousand dollars for an ener- 
gency. [~ + obj + away]: salted some money away 
years ago. —adj. [before a noun) 7. tasting of or contain- 
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ing salt: salt water. 8. preserved with salt: salt cod. 
—Idiom. 9. take (something) with a grain or pinch 
of salt, [take + obj + with a grain/pinch of + ~] to be 
somewhat skeptical about: claimed to have imade a iil- 
lion dollars in profits, but ld take that figure with a grain 
of salt. 10. worth one’s salt, [noncount] deserving of 
one’s wages or salary. —salt/ed, adj. 

salt-cel-lar (sdlt/seVar) /'solt,selar/ n. [count] a small 
container, as at the table, from which the salt can be 
shaken. 

sal-tine (sol tén’) /sol'tiyn/ n. [count] a crisp, salted 
cracker. 

salt’ of the earth’, n. (coint; usually singular) an in- 
dividual or group thought of as being very noble, admira- 
ble, or worthwhile. 

salt/shak/er (sdlt/sha/kar) /'solt,feykar/ n. [count] a 
small container for salt, as at the table, from which the 
salt can be shaken. 

salt-wa-ter (sdlt/wo/ter, -wot/ar) /'solt,wotor, -,wotor/ 
adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relating to salt water: salt- 
water desalination cornpanies. 2. living in salt water: a 
Saltwater fish. 

Salt-y (sol’té) /'soltiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. of, like, or 
tasting of salt: salty tears. 2. racy or Coarse: salty humor. 
—salt/i-ness, n. [rroncount] 

saluebri-ous (sə ld06/bré as) /so'luwbriyas/ adj. favora- 
ble to or bringing good health; healthful. See -satv-. 

sal-u-tar-y (sal/ya ter/é) /‘swlyo,teriy/ adj. 1. favorable 
to or promoting health: That vitamin has a salutary ef- 
fect. 2. causing or leading to a good result: a Salhitary 
change in medical procedures. See -SAtv-. 

sal-u-ta-tion (sal’/ya ta’shan) /sxlya'teyfon/ n. 1. a. 
something said, written, or done by way of greeting, wel- 
come, etc.: [count]: In many languages salutations are 
words referring to good health. [noncount): a few words 
in salutation. b. salutations, [plural] greetings or 
regards. 2. [count] a phrase serving as the greeting in a 
letter or speech, as Dear Sir in a letter or Ladies and 
Gentlernen in a speech. See -saLv-. 

salute (sə ld6t’) /sa'luwt/ n., v, -luteed, -lut-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a. a gesture of respect, given to a person of 
higher military rank: a snappy salute. b. a sign of respect 
performed by a military or naval force to honor someone 
or some occasion: a twenty-one-gun salute. 2. any in- 
stance of formal greeting, welcome, or respect: a salute 
to the Big Bands of the 1940's. —v. 3. to give a salute to 
(someone or something): [no Obj]: The soldiers saluted 
smartly. [~ + obj]: The corporal saluted the major. 4. {~ 
+ obj) to express respect or praise for: We sahite the 
dead of our past wars. See -SALV-. 

-Salv-, root. -salv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “save.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
SALVAGE, SALVATION, SALVER, SALVO. 

Salvadoran (sal/va dér’an) /,swlva'doran/ adj. Also, 
Sal-va-dorrisan (sal/va dôr/ē an) /,sxlva'doriyan/. 1. of 
or relating to El Salvador. —n. [count] 2. a person born 
or living in El Salvador. 

sal-vage (sal/vij) /‘swlvid3/ n., v., -vaged, -vag-ing. —n. 
[noncount) 1. the saving of a ship or its cargo from perils 
of the seas. 2. the saving of anything from danger or de- 
struction. 3. the property, etc., saved this way. —v. [~ + 
obj] 4. to save from shipwreck, fire, or other danger: 
They salvaged some of their money after the bank fail- 
ure. —sal/vage-a-ble, adj. See -saLv-. 

sal-va-tion (sal va/shan) /swl'veyfon/ n. [noncount]) 1. 
the act of saving, or the state of being saved: the cornpa- 
ny's salvation front bankruptcy. 2. a cause or means of 
being saved: That loan was my salvation; with it | bought 
back the conipany and rebuilt it. 3. Theol. deliverance 
from the power of sin; redemption. See -saLv-. 

salve (sav, säv) /sæv, suv/ n., v., salved, salv-ing. —n. 
1. a paste containing medicine for treating wounds and 
sores: [count]: greasy, soothing salves. [noncount): Rub 
salve on the wound. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to soothe with or 
as if with salve: to salve one’s conscience. 

sal-ver (sal/var) /‘swlvar/ n. [comnt]) a tray, esp. one 
used for serving food or drinks. See -saLv-. 

sal-vo (sal/vo) /‘swlvow/ n. [count], pl. -vos, -voes. l.a 
firing of several guns, pieces of artillery, rockets, etc., at 
the same time: a salvo of torpedoes. 2. a verbal attack. 
See -SALV-. 

sameba (sam/ba, sam/-) /'samba, 'sum-/ n., pl. -bas, v., 
-baed, -ba-ing. —n. [count] 1. a Brazilian ballroom 
dance of African origin. —v. [no obj] 2. to dance the 
samba. 

same (sam) /seym/ adj. [before a noun; the/this/hat/ 
these/those + ~] 1. identical with what is about to be or 
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has just been mentioned: This street ts the same one we 
were on yesterday. 2. being one or identical though hav- 
ing different names, etc.: the sane play witli a different 
title. 3. agreeing in kind, amount, etc.: (wo boxes of the 
same dinensions. 4 unchanged in character, etc.: Ils 
the saine town after all these years. —pron. (the + ~]5. 
the same person, thing, or kind of thing: She wants a 
coniputer, arid | want the sanie. —Idiom. 6. all the 
same, a. anyway; notwithstanding; nevertheless: / know 
you're tired, but all the same, | wisli you'd stay. b. of no 
difference; immaterial: /t’s all the same to me whetlier 
you go or not. 7. just the same, a. in the same way. b. 
nevertheless; all the same. 8. same to you. (used as an 
answer to a greeting or as a wish for someone): “Happy 
holidays!” —"Same to you.” 9. the same, in the same 
manner; in an identical or similar way: / see the same 
through your eyeglasses as througlt mine. —same/ness, 


n. [noricount): obvious sameness between the two 
books. 
sam-orvar (sam/a var’, sam/ə vär’) /'semo,var, 


sema'var/ n. [count] a metal urn used esp. by Russians 
for heating water to make tea. 

Sam-pan (san/pan) /'sxmpæn/ n. [count] a kind of 
small boat of the Far East, with a roofing of mats. 

sample (sam/pel) /‘sampol/ r., adj., v., -pled, -pling. 
—n. [count] 1. a small part from a larger whole, showing 
the quality, style, or nature of the whole; specimen: a 
sample of her urine for a test. —adj. (before a noun) 2. 
serving as a specimen: a sample piece of cloth. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to take a sample of: sampled the food before 
serving it. See -aM-. 

samepler (san/pler) /'sæmplər/ n. [count] 1. one who 
samples. 2. a piece of cloth embroidered with various 
stitches, serving to show a beginner's skill in needlework. 
3. a collection of samples representing a whole: a sam- 
pler of various cheeses. 

sameurrai (sam/66 ri’) /‘samu,ray/ n. [count], pl. -rai. (in 
feudal Japan) a member of the warrior class. 

-San-, rool. -san- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “health.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: INSANE, SANATORIUM, SANE, SANITARY, SANITIZE. 

San-a-torri-um (san/a tor/é am, -tōr/-) /,sano'toriyom, 
-'towr-/ n. [count], pl. -tosrieums, -to-riea (-t6r/e ə, -tOr/- 
é ə) /-'toriyo, -'towriys/. 1. a hospital for the treatment 
of long-lasting conditions such as tuberculosis. 2. Sani- 
TARIUM. See -SAN-. 

-sanct-, root. -sanct- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “holy.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
SACROSANCT, SANCTIFY, SANCTION, SANCTITY, SANCTUARY. 

sanc-ti-fy (sangk/ta fi) /swoktofay/ v. [~ + obj], 
-fied, -fy-ing. to make holy; bless or consecrate: fo 
sanctify a new church. —sanesti-fiecastion (sangk/te fi- 
ka/shon) / senktofr'keyfan/ n. [poncount] See -SANCT-. 

sanc-tiemoeni-ous (sangk’/ta mō/nē as) = /,sank- 
to'mowniyas/ adj. showing sanctimony. —sanc/tiemo/- 
ni-ous-ly, adv. See -SANCT-. 

sanc-tiemoeny (sangk’/ta mō/nē) /'swnjkto,mownty/ n. 
[noncount] pretended religious devotion, etc. See 
-SANCT-. 

sanc-tion (sangk/shan) /'sænkfon/ n. 1. (voncount) offi- 
cial approval from an authority: withheld official sanction 
for these acts. 2. [count] something that gives binding 
force, as to an oath. 3. [count] action by a state to force 
another state to follow rules, etc.: to inipose sanctions 
against that country. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to allow officially: 
No one will sanction sucli actions. 5. to penalize by sanc- 
tion: sanctioning the country because of its invasion of a 
peaceful neighbor. See -SANCT-. 

sanceti-ty (sangk/ti tē) /‘swenktitiy/ su. [noncount] 1. ho- 
liness or saintliness. 2. sacredness: believes tn the saric- 
tity of marriage. See -SANCT-. 

sanc-tuearey (sangk/chdo er/é) /‘sanktfuw,erty/ n., pl. 
-ar-ies. 1. [count] a sacred or holy place, such as a tem- 
ple or church, or the holiest part within it. 2. [count] a 
place that provides refuge, esp. (formerly) freedom from 
being arrested. 3. [noncournt] the protection provided by 
such a place; asylum: The thief claimed that the cliapel 
provided sanctuary. 4. [count] an area where wildlife live 
and breed in safety; a preserve. See -SANCT-. 
sanc-tum (sangk/tam) /'swnktom/ n. [count], pl. -tums, 
-ta (-ta) /-ta/. 1. a sacred or holy place. 2. a private place 
or retreat: His office was his sanctum. See -SANCT-. 
sand (sand) /sxnd/ n. 1. [orcourit] the powdery, loose 
grains made from rocks rubbing against each other: a 
few grains of sand in his slioes. 2. Usually, sands. [plu- 
raf) an area made up principally of sand: driving Wirough 
the sands. 3. [norcourit] a light reddish yellow or brown- 
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ish yellow color. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to make smooth with 
sandpaper. —sand/er, n. [count] 

san-dal (san/dl) /‘sezndl/ n. [count] 1. a shoe made up 
of a bottom and thongs or straps by which it is fastened 
to the foot. 2. a low shoe or slipper. 

san-dal-wood (san/dl wòód/) /'sand!,wud/ n. [noncount] 
the sweet-smelling reddish yellow wood of an Indian tree, 
used for incense and ornamental carving. 

sand-bag (sand/bag/’) /'sænd,bæg/ n., v., -bagged, -bag- 
ging. —n. [count] 1. a bag filled with sand, used in forti- 
fication, etc.: built a wall of sandbags against the flood- 
waters. 2. such a bag used as a weapon. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to furnish with sandbags, so as to protect: We'll sand- 
bag the area near the riverfront. 4. to hit with or as if 
with a sandbag: The bad news sandbagged him. 

sand-bank (sand/bangk’) /'sxnd,bank/ n. [count] a 
large mass of sand, such as in a shoal or on a hillside. 

sand’ bar’, n. [count] a bar of sand formed by the ac- 
tion of tides or currents. 

sand-blast (sand/blast’) /'sænd,blæst/ n. [count] 1. a 
blast of air or steam that is combined with sand, used to 
clean, grind, etc., hard surfaces, as of stone. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to clean, etc., by this means: sandblasting the 
front of a building. —sand/blast/er, n. [count] 

sand-box (sand/boks’) /'sænd,boks/ n. [count] a box for 
holding sand, esp. one for children to play in. 

S&L, savings and loan (association). 

sand-lot (sand/lot’) /'sænd,lot/ n. [count] 1. a vacant lot 
used by youngsters for games or sports. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. Also, sand/-lot’. of or relating to such a lot: 
sandlot baseball. 

sandman (sand/man’) /'sxnd,maæn/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. a character in fairy tales and folk stories who puts 
sand in the eyes of children to make them sleepy. 

sand-pa-per (sand/pa/per) /'sænd,peypor/ n. [noncount] 
l. paper coated with a layer of sand, used for smoothing 
or polishing. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to smooth or polish with 
sandpaper: Sandpaper the surface before applying the 
varnish. 

Sand-pi-per (sand/pi/per) /'sænd,payper/ n. [count] a 
plump, thin-billed bird that lives near seashores. 

sand-stone (sand/st6n’) /'sænd,stown/ n. [noncount] a 
common type of rock made up of sand, usually quartz. 

sand-storm (sand/stôrm/) /‘siend,storm/ n. [count] a 
windstorm, esp. in a desert, that blows along great 
clouds of sand. 

sand’ trap’, n. [count] (on a golf course) a shallow pit 
partly filled with sand, blocking the way to the hole. 

sandwich (sand/wich, san/-) /'sændwitf, 'sæn-/ n. 
[count] 1. two slices of bread with a layer of meat, 
cheese, or other food between them. 2. something that 
resembles a sandwich: a plywood sandwich. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to insert (something or someone) between two 
other persons or things: sandwiched between two husky 
police officers. 

sand-y (san/dé) /'sxndiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. of or re- 
lating to sand: Wash your feet; they're sandy from the 
beaclı. 2. of a yellowish red color: sandy liair. —sand/i+ 
ness, /. [Noncount) 

sane (san) /scyn/ adj., san-er, san-est. 1. having a 
sound, healthy mind. 2. having or showing reason, 
sound judgment, or good sense. —sane/ly, adv. See 
-SAN-. 

sang (sang) /san/ v. pt. of SING. 

sang-froid (san frwa’) /sa'frwa/ n. [voncount] coolness 
of mind, esp. when one is under stress. 

san-griea or San-griea (sang gré’a, san-) /sen'griys, 
sæn-/ n. [noncount] an iced drink usually made of red 
wine, sugar, sliced fruit, fruit juice, soda water, and 
spices. 

San-guienarey (sang’gwe ner/’é) /‘swengwoa,neriy/ adj. 1. 
full of or having much bloodshed; bloody. 2. ready or 
eager to shed blood; bloodthirsty. 

san-guine (sang/gqwin) /'sxngwin/ adj. 1. cheerfully op- 
timistic, hopeful, or confident: a sanguine outlook on life. 
2. of a healthy red color; ruddy: a sanguine complexion. 

Saneietareiean (san/i tar7é an) /sxnri'teoriyon/ s. [count] 
a specialist in public sanitation and health. See -san-. 

Saneietareieum (san/i tar7é am) /,sxnr'teoriyam/ also 
sanea-tor-itum (san/i tor7é am) /,sxnt'toriyom/ n. 
[count], pl. -tareieums, -tarsia (-tar7é ə) /-'teoriyo/. an 
institution for keeping up one’s health; a health resort. 
See -SAN-. 

San-i-tar-y (san/i ter/é) /‘swnt,teriy/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to health, esp. cleanliness, precautions against dis- 
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ease, etc.: sanitary regulations. 2. free from dirt, bacte- 
ria, etc.: a sanitary working environment. See -SAN-. 
san/itary nap/kin, n. [count] a pad of soft, absorbent 
material, such as cotton, worn by women during their 
menstrual period to absorb the flow. 

san-i-ta-tion (san/i ta’shan) /,seni'teyfan/ n. [poncount] 
1. the use of sanitary measures for cleanliness, protect- 
ing health, etc. 2. the system for disposal of sewage and 
solid waste: Call the department of sanitation if your gar- 
bage ts not being hauled away. See -San-. 

san-i-tize (san/i tiz’) /‘swni,tayz/ v. [~ + obj), -tized, 
-tiz-ing. 1. to make sanitary, as by cleaning or sterilizing. 
2. to make less offensive by removing anything unwhole- 
some, objectionable, etc.: The producers sanitized her 
spicy book. See -SAN-. 

Saneiety (san/i tē) /'sænitiy/ n. [noncount] 1. the state of 
being sane: The court did not question the sanity of the 
witness. 2. soundness of judgment. See -SAN-. 

sank (sangk) /sicnk/ v. a pt. of SINK. 

sans (sanz) /sanz/ prep. without: a bird sans feathers. 

San/ta Claus’ (or Klaus’) (san’ta_ kl6z) /'sæntə kloz/ 
n. 1. [proper noun; no article): a white-bearded, plump, 
red-suited, grandfatherly man, originally St. Nicholas, 
who brings gifts to children at Christmas: So you believe 
in Santa Claus? 2. [count] a person dressed like Santa 
Claus: Santa Clauses on the streets, accepting donations 
to charity. 

sap! (sap) /sap/ n. 1. [noncount] a watery juice that pas- 
ses through the tissues of a plant. 2. [count] someone 
who is easily tricked or fooled; dupe. 

sap’ (sap) /swp/ v. [~ + obj], sapped, sap-ping. to 
weaken or destroy in a gradual way; drain: Over time the 
disease sapped his strength. 

sapient (sa/pé ant) /'scypiyont/ adj. 1. having or 
showing wisdom. 2. of or resembling modern humans in 
Structure, ability to think, etc.: sapient apes that became 
the ancestors of humanity. —sa/pi-ence, n. [noncount] 

sap-ling (sap/ling) /‘swplin/ n. [count] a young tree. 

sap-phire (saf/i°r) /‘swfay®r/ n. 1. a gem, a variety of 

corundum other than the ruby, esp. one that is blue: 
[noncount): a ring of sapphire. (count): beautiful sap- 
phires in her earrings. 2. (nonconnt) the deep blue color 
of this gem. —adj. 3. deep blue. 

Sap-py (Sap/é) /'sxpiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. 1. full of sap. 
2. sentimental; overly emotional: a sappy ending. 3. 
foolish: a sappy grin. —sap/pi-ness, n. [noncount): ridi- 
culed the sappiness of the Christmas season. 

sap-suck-er (sap/suk/ar) /‘swp,sakor/ n. [count] a North 
American woodpecker that drills holes in trees to get sap. 

sar-casm (sdar’/kaz am) /'surkazom/ n. 1. [noncount] 
bitter statements that mock or mean the opposite of 
what is said: “Oh, this is very good work,” he said with 
obvious sarcasm, staring at the test grade of 55%. 2. 
[count] a sharply mocking or ironical taunt: spent the 
whole evening uttering sarcasms. 

sar-cas-tic (sar kas/tik) /sur'kiestik/ adj. full of sarcasm: 
sarcastic comments. —sar-cas/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

sar-co-ma (sar kō/mə) /sar'kowmə/ n. [count], pi. -mas, 
-mata (-ma ta) /-mətə/. a type of cancerous tumor in 
the body. 

sar-coph-a-gus (sar kofa gas) /sur'knfagas/ n. [count], 
pl. -gi (-ji’, -gi’) /-,d3ay, -,gay/ -gusees. a stone coffin 
displayed as a monument. 

saredine (sar dén/) /sar'diyn/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -dine, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-dines. a small fish used as food: a can of sardines. 

sar-doneic (sar don/ik) /sur'donik/ adj. characterized by 
scornful criticism; mocking bitterly: a sardonic grin. 
—sar-don/i-cal-ly, adv. 

sari (sär/ē) /'suriy/ n. [count], pl. -ris. a type of dress 
made of a long cloth wrapped around the body with one 
end draped over one shoulder or the head, worn by 
women Chiefly in India. 

sarong (sa rong’, -rong’) /sa'ron, -'ron/ n. [count] a 
loose-fitting skirtlike garment formed by wrapping a strip 
of cloth around the lower part of the body, worn by both 
sexes in the Malay Archipelago. 

sar-sa-parrile-la (sas/pə rilə, sar/spa-) /,sespa'rild, 
sarspa-/ n., pl -las. 1. [count] a vine that grows in 
warm regions, having heart-shaped leaves. 2. [noncount] 
the root of this vine, used as a flavoring. 3. a soft drink, 
such as root beer, flavored with this: [nonconnt]: sold 
sarsaparilla in those old drugstores. [count]: Two sarsa- 
parillas, please. 

sar-toeri-al (sar tôr/ē al, -tOr’-) /sur'toriyal, -'towr-/ adj. 
1. of or relating to tailors or their trade. 2. of or relating 
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to clothing or dress: entering the ballroom in all their 
sartorial splendor. —sar-to/rival-ly, adv. 

SASE, an abbreviation of: self-addressed stamped enve- 
lope. 

sash’ (sash) /sæf/ n. [count] a long band or scarf worn 
over one shoulder or around the waist. 

sash’ (sash) /swf/ n. 1. [count] a framework, as in a 
window, in which panes of glass are set. 2. [noncount] 
such frameworks thought of as a group. 

sa-shay (sa sha’) /sæ'fey/ v. [no obj] 1. to walk or pro- 
ceed in an easy, carefree manner. —n. [count] 2. a trip 
or excursion. 3. an attempt at something new; a venture. 

sass (sas) /swxs/ Informal. —n. [noncount] 1. bold, disre- 
spectful replies; back talk: Don't give me any more of 
your sass, young man! —v. [~ + obj] 2. to answer with 
sass: sassed her teacher and was sent to the principal's 
office. 

Sas°sa-fras (sas/a fras’) /'swso fræs/ n. 1. [count] an E 
North American tree of the laurel family. 2. [noncount] 
the sweet-smelling bark of its root, used esp. as a flavor- 
ing. 

Sas-Sy (sas/é) /‘swsiy/ adj., -sieer, -sivest. 1. of or relat- 
ing to sass: a sinart-alecky, sassy Child. 2. Stylish: lively 
and bouncy: a sassy new outfit. 

sat (sat) /sat/ v. a pt. and pp. of sit. 

SAT, Trademark. Scholastic Aptitude Test. 

Sat., an abbreviation of: Saturday. 

-Sat-, roof. -sat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “full, enough, sufficient.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: DISSATISFACTION, DISSATISFY, INSATIABLE, 
SATE, SATIATED, SATIRE, SATISFACTION, SATISFY, SATURATE, UN- 
SATISFIED. 

Sa-tan (sat/n) /'scytn/ n. [proper noun; no article] 1. the 
chief evil spirit, adversary of God and humanity; the devil: 
to renounce Satan and all his works. 2. [count] someone 
or something like Satan. —sa-tan-ic (sa tan/ik, sa-) 
/sa'tanik, sey-/ sastan/i-cal adj. —sa-tan/i-cal-ly, adv. 

satch-el (sach/al) /'swtfal/ nm. [count] a small bag, 
sometimes with a shoulder strap. 

sate (sat) /scyt/ v. [~ + obj], sated, sat-ing. 1. to sat- 
isfy fully. 2. to supply or indulge (someone) to excess: / 
was sated by all the holiday food. See -Sat-. 

sa-teen (sa tén/) /sx'tiyn/ n. [noncount] a strong cotton 
fabric that is made in satin weave and has a shiny face. 

sat-el-lite (sat/I it’) /‘swtlayt/ n. [count] 1. a natural 
body in space, as a moon, that revolves around a planet: 
one of the satellites of Jupiter. 2. a device launched into 
orbit around the earth, another planet, the sun, etc.: a 
satellite that takes regular photographs of the earth. 3.a 
country under the control or influence of another: one of 
America's satellites in Africa. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of 
or relating to a satellite: satellite photos. 5. controlled by 
another authority: a satellite store. 

sa-tieate (v. sã/shē at’; adj. -it, -at’) / v. 'seyfiy,cyt; adj. 
-it, -,cyt/ v., -ateed, -at-ing, adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
supply with too much of something, so as to cause dis- 
gust or boredom: satiated by the drinking parties. 2. to 
satisfy completely; sate. —adj. 3. satisfied fully, as in de- 
sire. —sa/ti-a/tion, n. [(Noncount] See -SAT-. 

Sarti-e-ty (so ti/i tē) /so'tayntiy/ n. [noncount] the state 
of being satiated; surfeit. See -sat-. 

sat'in (sat/n) /'swtn/ n. [noncount] 1. a fabric, such as 
silk, having a glossy, shiny face and a soft, smooth tex- 
ture. —adj. [before a noun] 2. of or relating to satin; 
smooth; shiny: satin pillows. 

satire (sat/ier) /‘swtay®r/ n. l. [noncount] the use of 
ridicule to show someone's foolishness, weakness, etc. 
2. [count] a piece of writing or a performance using this. 
—Ssartir-i-cal (sa tiri kal) /sa'tirikal/ adj. —sat-i-rist 
(satar ist) /‘swtorist/ n. [count] See -SAT-. 

satirize (sat/a riz’) /'swto,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], -rized, 
-riz'ing. to use satire: The impersonators satirized sev- 
eral presidents. 

sat-is-fac-tion (sat/is fak/shən) /,swtis'fakfon/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the state or feeling of being satisfied: a feeling 
of satisfaction at a job well done. 2. a cause or means of 
fulfilling a need. 3. the condition of being confident of 
something as satisfactory, etc.: The work was done.to the 
boss's satisfaction. 4. money or action to pay for a wrong 
or injury: demanded satisfaction for the harm done. See 
-SAT-. 

sat-is-fac-to-ry (sat/is fak/ta rē, -fak/tré) 
/swtis'faktoriy, -'fæktriy/ adj. able to satisfy demands; 
adequate: gave him a satisfactory answer. —sateis-fac- 
to-ri-ly (Sat/is fak/tar ə lē) /;swtis'faektaraliy/ adv. 

sat-is-fied (sat/is fid’) /‘swtis,fayd/ adj. 1. having a 
feeling of contentment or pleasure; contented: satisfied 
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customers. 2. [be + ~ (+ (that) clause) certain about 
something: /1 satisfied (that) she’s telling the truth. 

sat-is-fy (sat/is fi’) /'swtis,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to fulfill the desires, expectations, or demands of: 
Only a full apology wilt satisfy me. 2. to put an end to (a 
desire, etc.) by providing enough of something: to satisfy 
her hunger. 3. to give assurance to: to satisfy oneself by 
investigation. 4. to take care of (something, such as a 
debt) fully: You'll need to satisfy any outstanding ac- 
counts. 5. to be enough for; meet: unless certain 
conditions are satisfied. See -SAT-. 

sat-is-fy-ing (sat/is fi/ing) /‘siwtis,fayin/ adj. causing 
satisfaction: satisfying results from the election. [be + ~ 
+ to + obj): The election results were very satisfying to 
him. 

saturate (v. sach’a rat’; adj. -ər it, -a rat’) / v. 
‘set fayreyt; adj, n. -arit, -a,reyt/ v., -rateed, -rat-ing, 
adj. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to fill as much as possible: The 
smell of fresh-brewed coffee saturated the tiny apart- 
mert. 2. to (cause to) become thoroughly wet: [~ + 
obj): The rain saturated the fields. {no obj): That sub- 
stance saturates when liquid is poured on it. —adj. 3. 
filled with something. —sat-uera-tion (sach’a ra/’shan) 
/ sxtfa'reyfan/ n. Guoncournt) See -SAT-. 

Sat-ur-day (sat/ar da’, -dé) /'sxtor,dey, -diy/ n. the 
seventh day of the week, following Friday: [proper noun): 
Wet conie over next Saturday. [courit]): H was a cool, 
clear Saturday. 

Sat/urday-night’ spe/cial, n. [count] a small, cheap 
handgun that is easy to buy and easy to hide: trying to 
pass laws against Saturday-night specials. 

sat-urenine (sat/ar nin’) /'swtor,nayn/ adj. sluggish or 
gloomy in the way one feels or appears; glum; somber. 

satyr (sa/tar, sat/ar) /'scytor, 'sætər/ n. [count] 1. a 
creature in Greek myth, represented as part human and 
part horse or goat. 2. a lascivious man; lecher. —sactyre 
ic (sə tir/ik) /sə'tirık/ adj. 

sa'ty.risasis (sa’ta rifa sis, sat/ə-) /,scyto'rayosis, 
S&ætə-/ nu. [noncount] abnormal, uncontrollable sexual 
desire in a male. Compare NYMPHOMANIA. 

sauce (sôs) /sos/ n., v., sauced, sauc'ing. —n. 1. a liq- 
uid food, such as gravy, put on food: [nonconnt]. He 
makes his own spaghetti sauce. [count]: some spicy 
sauces. 2. [noncount] stewed fruit: cranberry sauce. 3. 
[nonconuut] Informal. disrespectful words or behavior; 
sauciness: She wont take any more of his sauce. 4. 
[noncount; usually: the + ~] Slang. alcoholic drink: He is 
on the sauce again (= He is drinking heavily). —v. [~ + 
obj) 5. Informal. to speak disrespectfully to; sass. 

sauce-pan (sds/pan’) /'sos,pxn/ n. [count] a cooking 
pan of medium depth, usually with a long handle. 

Sau-cer (s0/sar) /'sosor/ n. [count] 1. a small, round, 
shallow dish for holding a cup. 2. something resembling 
a saucer: The earrings were two saucers of gold. 

sauecy (sô/sē) /'sosiy/ adj., -ci-er, -cieest. 1. impolite; 
impertinent; insolent: a saucy little girl. 2. lively; bouncy; 
jaunty: a saucy little hat. —saurciely (s6/sa lē) /'sosoliy/ 
adv.. —sau/cieness, 1. [noncount] 

Sauedi (sou’dé, s6/) /'sawdiy, 'so/ n. [count], ph -dis. 1. 
a person born or living in Saudi Arabia. —adj. 2. of or re- 
lating to Saudi Arabia. 

sau-er-kraut (sou’r/krout’, sou/ar-) /'saw®r,krawt, 
'sawor-/ n. [noncourit] cabbage cut fine, salted, and al- 
lowed to become sour: a Hot dog piled high with sauer- 
kraut. 

sauna (s0/na, sou/-) /'sono, 'saw-/ rm, pl. -nas, v., 
-naed, -na-ing. —r. [count] 1. a bath that uses dry heat 
to cause the person in it to perspire. 2. a bathhouse or 
room equipped for such a bath. —v. [10 obj] 3. to take a 
sauna. 

saun-ter (sOn/tar, san/-) /‘sontor, 'san-/ v. [no obj] 1. to 
walk in a relaxed, unhurried way: He sauntered to the bar 
and ordered a drink, —n. (count; usually singular) 2. a 
relaxed, unhurried walk. 

Sausage (sô/sij) /‘sosid3/ n. finely chopped, seasoned 
meat stuffed into a casing: [count]: Had sausages for 
breakfast. [noncount): spicy Polish sausage. 

sauté. (so ta’, so-) /sow'tcy, so-/ adj., v, -téed (-tad7) 
/-‘teyd/ -té-ing (-ta7ing) /-'teyin/ n. —adj. 1. browned in 
a pan containing a small quantity of butter or oil. —v. [~ 

+ obj] 2. to cook in a small amount of fat; pan-fry. —n. 
[count] 3. a dish of sautéed food. 

sav-age (sav/ij) /‘swvid3/ adj., u, v, -aged, -ag-ing. 
—adj. 1. fierce or ferocious; wild: a savage criticism of 
her book. 2. uncivilized; barbarous: savage people in the 
interior, —11. (count) 3. an uncivilized human being. 4. a 
fierce, brutal, or cruel person: Those savages Have mur- 
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dered innocent children. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to assault bru- 
tally: The dog savaged the child's arm. 6. to criticize 
harshly or without stopping: The president savaged her 
opponents. —sav/agesly, adv.: The armies attacked the 
position savagely. 

sav-agerry (sav/aj rē) /'sævəd3riy/ n. [poncount] savage 
behavior: surprised by the savagery of her attack. 

savanna or savannah (sə van/a) /so'venos/ n. 
[count], pl -nas or -nahs. a mostly flat area of coarse 
grass and scattered tree growth, esp. on the margins of 
the tropics, as in E Africa: Hons in the savannahs. 

sa-vant (sa vant’, savant) /sæ'vant, ‘swvont/ n. [count] 
a person of great or deep learning; a scholar. 

save’ (sav) /scyv/ v., saved, saving, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to rescue from danger or harm: saved the boy from 
the floodwaters. 2. [~ + obj] to keep safe or unhurt: 
"God save the queen,” they shouted. 3. [~ + obj) a. to 
keep from being lost: He came in and tried to save the 
game. b. to keep; retain: Save your cancelled checks as 
proof of payment. 4. to avoid the using up of (some re- 
source): [~ + obj]: to save fuet by driving at 55 mph. [~ 
+ on + obj): The business could save on expenditures. 
5. a. to set (money) aside for later use or need: [~ + 
obj): to save money for college. [no obj): We'll just have 
to save for college. (~ + up + obj): to save up some 
money for college. [~ + obj + up): to save some money 
up. b. to put (something) aside for later use; reserve; 
hold: [~ + obj + for + obj): to save a piece of pie for 
hint. [~ + obj + obj): to save him a piece of pie. 6. a. 
[~ + obj + obj) to prevent the occurrence, use, Or ne- 
cessity of (something): The computer will save you the 
trouble of having to type your paper again. b. [~ + obj 
+ from + obj] to prevent (someone) from experiencing 
something bad, etc.: This wilt save you from having to re- 
type your paper. 7. {~ + obj] to deliver from the conse- 
quences of sin. 8. [~ + obj] to copy (computer data) 
onto a hard or floppy disk, etc.: Save your file before 
turning off the computer. 9. [~ + obj] to stop (a ball or 
puck) from entering one’s goal: The goalie saved forty 
shots. —n. [count] 10. a goalkeeper’s act of preventing a 
goal: She made a diving save on that hard shot. 
—Idiom. 11. save someone’s neck or skin, to rescue 
oneself or another from harm or danger: ran away from 
the battlefield because he wanted to save his own skin. 
—sav/a-ble, save/a-ble. adj. —sav/er, n. [count] 

save?’ (sav) /scyv/ prep. 1. Also, save for. except; but: 
They all left save (for) one. —conj. 2. except; but: He 
would have gone, save that he had no money for travel. 

sav-ing (sa/ving) /'scyvin/ adj. 1. tending or serving to 
rescue, preserve, or retain. —n. 2. [count] a reduction or 
lessening of spending, or something saved: a saving of 
over $50,000 a year. 3. savings, [piura money saved 
by economy and put in a safe place: enough savings for 
a down payment orn a Car. 

saveior or sav-iour (sav’yar) /'scyvyor/ n. 1. (count) 
one who rescues: the savior of the country. 2. [proper 
noun; often: Savior; the (or a possessive word) + Ñ a ti- 
tle of God, esp. of Jesus: our Savior. 

sa-voir-faire (sav/war far’) /‘sevwar'feor/ n. [poncount) 
knowledge of what to do in any situation. 

sa-vor (sda/var) /'seyvor/ n. 1. [woncount) the quality in a 
substance that affects the sense of taste or of smell. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to sense (something) by taste or smell, esp. 
with enjoyment: savored the rich-tasting cigar. 3. to give 
oneself to the enjoyment of: savored the sweet feeting of 
victory. Also, esp. Brit., sa/vour. 

sa-vorey! (sa/va re) /'scyvoriy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest, 1., pl. 
-vor-ies. —adj. 1. pleasant in taste or smell. 2. spicy; pi- 
quant: a savory jelly. 3. pleasing, attractive, or agreeable: 
The hoodtuni was not a very savory character. —n. [non- 
count) 4. Chiefly Brit. a spicy or aromatic dish served as 
an appetizer or dessert. Also, esp. Brit, sa/vourey. 
—sa/vor-ieness, 1. Lioncount) 

sa-vorey” (sa/va rē) /'seyvoriy/ u. [noncount] a sweet- 
smelling herb of the mint family, having leaves used in 
cooking. 

Savevy (sav/é) /'swviy/ m, adj, -vieer, -vieest. —n. 
[noncourt] 1. Also, sav’vieness. practical understanding; 
common sense: showed a great deal of political savvy. 
—adj. 2. shrewdly intelligent; canny: a savvy cab driver 
wlio knew all the shortcuts. 

saw! (sô) /so/ n., v., sawed, sawed or sawn, saw-ing. 
—n. (count) 1. a tool for cutting, usually a thin blade of 
metal with sharp teeth. —v. 2. to cut with a saw: [x0 
obj): My arnis are tired; I've been sawing alt day. [~ + 
obj): He's been sawing tree branches alt day. —Idiom. 
3. saw wood, to snore loudly whiile sleeping. 
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saw? (sô) /so/ v. pt. of SEE!. 

saw? (sô) /so/ n. [count] a saying; maxim; proverb: the 
old saw about ‘feeding a cold and starving a fever.” 

saw-bones (s6/b6nz’) /'so,bownz/ n. [count], pl. -bones, 
-bones-es. [singular forin is used with a singular verb] 
Slang. a surgeon or physician: An old sawbones like him 
isn't a bad choice for a doctor. 

saw-buck (sô/buk/) /'so,bak/ n. [count] 1. a sawhorse. 
2. Slang. a ten-dollar bill. 

saw-dust (s0/dust’) /'so,dast/ n. [moncoint) tiny parti- 
cles of wood produced when sawing: to spread sawdust 
all over the floor. 

saw-horse (sô/hôrs/) /'so,hors/ n. [count] a movable 
frame for Supporting wood while it is being sawed. 

sawemill (so/mil’) /'so,mil/ n. [cont] a building in which 
wood is sawed into planks, etc., by machinery. 

saw’-toothed’, adj. having points, edges, or teeth re- 
sembling the edge of a saw. 

sax (saks) /swks/ n. [count] a saxophone. 

sax-o-phone (sak/sə f6n’) /‘sakso,fown/ n. a musical 
wind instrument having a cone-shaped tube with keys or 
valves and a mouthpiece with one reed: [count]: a brand 
new saxophone. [noncount): He played saxophone with 
the big names in jazz. —sax/o-phon/ist, n. [count] See 
-PHON-. 

Say (sa) /scy/ v., said (sed) /sed/ say-ing, adv., n., interj. 
—v.1.[~ + obj] to utter or pronounce; speak: Don't say 
a word. 2. to express (something) in words; declare: [~ 
+ (that) clause): | wrote and said (that) | wanted to see 
her again. (used with quotations): “I'll be there,” he said. 
[~ + obj): Ive said my piece (= Ive expressed my 
thoughts). 3. to state (something) as an opinion or judg- 
ment: [~ + (that) clause): | say (that) we should wait 
here. [no obj): What should | do? | just can't say. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to recite or repeat: said his prayers and went to 
bed. 5. [~ + obj] to express (a message, etc.), as 
through words, etc.: What does this painting say to you? 
6. [~ + obj] to indicate or show: What does your watch 
say? The clock says ten-thirty. 7. [~ + (that) Clause] 
(used as a command, or as a polite command after let's) 
suppose; assume; imagine: Say (that) you saw her on the 
street; what would you do then? Let's say (that) | had 
gambled all our money away. —adv. 8. approximately; 
about: /t's, say, 14 feet across. 9. for example: Suppose 
we asked a student, say, Janette here, for her opinion. 
—n. [noncount) 10. what a person Says or wishes to Say; 
one’s turn to say something: She has already had her 
say. 11. the right or chance to state an opinion or exer- 
cise influence: fo have one’s say in a decision. —interj. 
12. (used to express surprise or to get someone's atten- 
tion): Say! That's great; you made it! —Idiom. 13. go 
without saying, [iV/that + ~ (+ (that) clause)) to be 
self-evident: /t goes without saying (that) you must write 
a thank-you note for a gift. 14. that is to say, [no obj] 
in other words; meaning (that): The judge threw the book 
at him; that is to say, gave him the maximum sentence, 
—wUsage. The verbs say and TELL are sometimes con- 
fused. The verb say does not take a person as its direct 
object, only a word or Clause: He said a few words and 
sat down. If a person is mentioned after say, the word to 
must be used before it: He said to her that he was ready. 
The verb TELL may take a person as an object: He told 
her he was ready. 

Say-ing (sa/ing) /'scyin/ n. [count] something said, esp. 
a proverb: the old saying, “A stitch in time saves nine.” 
say’-so’, n. [cont], pl. say-sos. l. one’s personal 
statement indicating approval: Tell them you have my 
say-so if they give you any trouble. 2. a statement, esp. a 
personal one without proof: Who would believe that story 

just on his say-so? 

SC, an abbreviation of: South Carolina. 

scab (skab) /skwb/ n, v., seabbed, scab-bing. —n. 
[count] 1. the crusty, dry patch that forms over a wound. 
2. a worker who takes a striking worker's place on the 
job. —v. [no obj] 3. to become covered with a scab. 4. 
to act or work as a Scab. 

scab-bard (skab/ard) /'skwbord/ n. [count] a slot for 
holding a sword, usually one hanging from a belt; 
sheath. 

scab-by (skab/é) /'skwhiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bievest. of or re- 
lating to scabs. —scab/bi-ness, n. [noncomnt) 

scabies (skā/bēz, -bē 2’) /'skcybiyz, -bly,iyz/ n. [non- 
count; used with a singular verb] an itchy skin disease. 

scads (skadz) /skadz/ n. [plural] a great number or 
quantity: [~ + of + plural noun): scads of people at the 
concert. [~ + of + noncount noun): scads of tnoney. 

scaf-fold (skaf/ald, -dld) /'skæfəld, -owld/ n. [count] 1. 
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a raised platform for workers and materials. 2. a raised 
platform on which a criminal is execitted by hanging. 

scaf-fold-ing (skaf/al ding, -6l-) /‘skafoaldin, -owl-/ n. 
[noncount}) 1. a scaffold or system of scaffolds. 2. 
materials for scaffolds. 

scal-a-wag (skal’a wag’) /'skwvlo,wag/ n. [count] 1. a 
dishonest person; rascal. 2. a white Southerner who sup- 
ported Republican policy during Reconstruction. 

scald (skdld) /skold/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to burn with or as if 
with hot liquid or steam. 2. to heat to a temperature just 
short of the boiling point: to scald milk. —n. [count] 3. a 
burn caused by scalding. 

scale! (skal) /skeyl/ n., v., scaled, scaling. —n. 1. 
[count] one of the thin, flat plates forming the covering 
of fish, snakes, or lizards. 2. [count] any thin, flat piece 
that peels off from a surface, such as the skin. 3. [non- 
count) a coating, as from rust. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to re- 
move the scales from: to scale a fish. 

scale? (skal) /skeyl/ n. [count] 1. Often, scales. [plural] 
a balance for weighing. See illustration at HOSPITAL. 2. ei- 
ther of the pans or dishes of a balance. —Idiom. 3. tip 
the scale(s), a. to weigh, esp. a large amount: fo tip the 
scale at 300 Ibs. b. to be the thing that decides some- 
thing else: His presentation in front of the committee 
tipped the scales in his favor. 

scale? (skal) /skeyl/ n., v., sealed, scaling. —n. 1. 
[count] a series of degrees that represent amounts of 
something: On a scale of I to 10, how would you rate his 
acting performance? 2. [count] a series of marks laid 
down at certain distances, such as along a line, for meas- 
uring, adding, etc.: the scale of a thermometer. 3. 
[count] the ratio of distances on a map to corresponding 
values on the surface of the earth: The scale on this map 
is one inch to five miles. 4. [count] the ratio of the size 
of a model of an object as compared to the object itself: 
a model on a scale of one inch to one foot. 5. [non- 
count) Also called union scale. the minimum amount of 
money that can be paid to a working person, as estab- 
lished by a union contract: You'll have to pay them scale 
if the workplace becomes unionized. 6. (count) relative 
size or extent: planning done on a grand scale. 7. 
[count] any measuring instrument with graduated mark- 
ings. 8. [count] a succession of musical tones at fixed 
degrees: the harmonic scale. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to climb 
by or as if by a ladder: He scaled the wall. 10. to adjust 
by fixed steps; match to some standard: to scale tax 
rates. 11. scale down (or up), [~ + down/up + obj) to 
decrease (or increase) in amount: to scale down wages. 
——Idiom. 12. to scale, [noncount) following or showing 
a fixed ratio between a drawing, model, etc., and the ob- 
ject itself: The model of the car was drawn perfectly to 
scale. 

scallion (skal/yan) /'skalyon/ n. [count] an onion that 
does not form a large bulb. 

scal-lop (skol’ap, skal’-) /‘sknlop, 'skæl-/ n. [count] 1. a 
marine animal with two wavy-edged shells. 2. Often, 
scallops. [plural] a thick, usually round muscle of this 
animal used as food. 

scalp (skalp) /skælp/ n. [count] 1. the skin of the upper 
part of the head. 2. a part of the human scalp taken 
from an enemy as a Sign of victory. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to 
cut or tear the scalp from: They scalped their victims. 4. 
to resell (tickets, stocks, etc.) at unfairly high prices: [~ 
+ obj): to scalp tickets to a football game. [no obj): 
caught scalping in the parking lot. —scalp/er, n. 
(count): scalpers trying to sell football tickets. 

scal-pel (skal/pal) /'skilpol/ n. (count) a small, light, 
usually straight knife used in surgery, laboratory work, 
ete 

scaley (ska/lé) /'skcyliy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. having, con- 
sisting of, or full of scales: the scaly skin of the snake. 

scam (skam) /skæm/ n., v., scammed, scam-eming. —n. 
[count] 1. an illegal scheme to make money; swindle: 
One of his scams was to pose as a police officer. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 2. to cheat by means of a scam; swindle or de- 
fraud: to scam the tourists into buying fake jewelry. 

scamp (skamp) /skæmp/ n. [count] 1. one who cheats 
another for his or her own profit. 2. a young person who 
enjoys mild teasing of another. 

scamp-:er (skam? pər) /'skempor/ v. [no obj] 1. to run or 
go hastily: The dog scarmpered out of the room. 2. to 
run playfully about; caper: The children scarnpered in the 
yard. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of scampering. 

scampi (skam/pé, skäm/-) /‘skwmpiy, 'skam-/ n., pli. 
-pi. 1. [plural] shrimps or prawns. 2. [monconnt; used 
with a singular verb) a dish of these cooked in butter and 
garlic. 
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scan (skan) /skwn/ v., scanned, scan-ning, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to examine (something) carefully; scrutinize: scan- 
ning the crowd for his parents’ faces. 2. [~ + obj] to 
read quickly or hastily: scanned the newspaper. 3. [~ + 
obj] to observe repeatedly or in sweeping motions: The 
lookouts scanned the horizon for enetny planes. 4.[~ + 
obj] to analyze (poetry) in order to understand its meter. 
5. [no obj] (of lines of poetry) to conform to or agree 
with the rules of meter: That poem doesn't scan. 6.[~ + 
obj] to read (data) for use by a computer, esp. by means 
of a piece of equipment that records a picture for use by 
a computer: fo scan the photograph and reproduce it on 
the screen. 7.[~ + obj] to examine (a body part) with a 
scanner: to scan the kidneys. —n. [count] 8. an act or in- 
stance of scanning. 9. a. an examination of a body part 
using a scanner. b. the image or display so obtained: 
The scan shows a tumor in the lung. See -SCEND-. 

scan-dal (skan/dl) /'skendl/ n. 1. [count] a disgraceful 
action or circumstance: Several scandals rocked the gov- 
ernment. 2. [noncount] public disgrace: This administra- 
tion can't afford scandal. 3. [noncount] gossip intended 
to harm others: spreading scandal all over town. 

scan-dal-ize (skan/dl iz’) /‘skwxndl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to shock by something disgraceful or im- 
moral, etc.: behavior that scandalized the neighbors. 

scan-dalemon-ger  (skan/dl mung’gər, -mong’-) 
l'skændl, mangor, -,mng-/ n. [count] one who gossips 
about scandal. 

scan-dal-ous (skan/dl as) /'skændləs/ adj. of or relating 
to scandal: scandalous behavior. [It + be + ~ + that 
clause]: It’s scandalous that so many go hungry in this 
wealthy country. —scan/daleous-ly, adv.: scandalously 
high taxes. 

Scan-diena-viean (skan’/da na’vé an) /,skanda'ncy- 
viyon/ adj. 1. of or relating to Scandinavia. —n. [count] 
2. a person born or living in Scandinavia. 

scan-ner (skan/ar) /‘skawnor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that scans. 2. a device that scans, such as one that 
uses radar to detect or examine distant objects. 3. a de- 
vice for examining a body, organ, or tissue. See -SCEND-. 

scan-sion (skan/’shan) /'skænfən/ n. [moncount] the 
analysis of the meter in lines of poetry. 

scant (skant) /[skænt/ adj., -i-er, -irest. 1. barely enough 
in amount or quantity; insufficient; meager: Her new 
book received scant attention in the press. 2. (before a 
noun] barely amounting to as much as indicated: Meas- 
ure a scant cupful of flour into the bowl. —scant/ly, adv. 
—scant/ness, n. (noncount] 

scant-y (skan’té) /'skæntiy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest, n., pl. -ies. 
—adj. 1. not enough in amount, extent, or degree: a 
scanty little bathing suit. —n. 2. scanties, [plural] very 
brief underpants, esp. for women. —scanteiely (skan/- 
tl é) /‘skwntliy/ adv.: scantily dressed. —scant/ieness, n. 
[noncount} 

scape-goat (skap’got’) /'skeyp,gowt/ n. [count] 1. one 
forced to take the blame for others: After the scandal be- 
came public, the president looked for a scapegoat and 
found one in the accounting division. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to make a scapegoat of: The company scapegoated its 
accounting division. 

scap-urla (skap’ya lə) /'skapyolo/ n. (count), pl. -las, 
-lae (-1ē/) /-,liy/. a flat triangular bone forming the back 
part of a shoulder; shoulder blade. —scap/uelar, adj. 

scar! (skär) /skar/ n, v, scarred, scarring. —n. 
{count} 1. a mark left by a healed wound: The prisoner 
has a scar on his left arm. 2. a lasting effect after a trou- 
bling experience: The trial left emotional scars. —v. 3. to 
leave or form a scar on (Someone or something): [~ + 
obj): The shelling scarred the countryside. (no obj): Will 
this operation scar? 

scar’ (skär) /skar/ n. [count] 1. a steep, rocky cliff. 2. a 
low rock in the sea, or one that is partly under water. 

scarce (skars) /skeors/ adj., scarcer, scarc-est, adv. 
—adj. 1. (often: be + ~) insufficient: Jobs are scarce in 
difficult tinies. 2. rarely found or seen. —adv. 3. scarcely: 
She could scarce believe her eyes. —~Idiom. 4. make 
oneself scarce, [no obj] a. to leave, esp. quickly: This 
party is boring; let's miake ourselves scarce. b. to stay 
away. —scarce/ness, 7. [moncotiit} 

scarcesly (skars/lé) /'skeorsliy/ adv. 1. barely; not quite: 
can scarcely see. 2. definitely not: scarcely the tine to 
raise such questions. 3. probably not: Don't blaine your- 
self; you could scarcely have done anything else at the 
time. 

scar-ci-ty (skar/sa tē) /'skearsatiy/ m., pl. -ties. short- 
ness of supply: [count): a scarcity of low-income housing. 
[nonconnt): Scarcity Causes prices to rise. 
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scare (skar) /skeor/ v., scared, scar-ing, n. —v. 1. to fill 
(someone), esp. suddenly, with fear; frighten: [~ + obj]: 
Something scared her. She isn't scared easily. (It + ~ + 
obj + clause): It really scared me when she stopped 
breathing. 2. [no obj] to become frightened: She doesnt 
scare easily. 3. scare off or away, to frighten (some- 
one) enough to cause him or her to run off: [~ + off/ 
away + obj]: We scared off the thief [~ + obj + off/ 
away]: scared the thief away. 4. scare up, to find in spite 
of difficulties: [~ + up + obj]: Try to scare up some 
wood for the fire. [~ + obj + up]: to scare some wood 
up for a fire. —n. [count] 5. a sudden fright or alarm: We 
got quite a scare when she stopped breathing. 6. a time 
or condition of alarm or worry: a war scare. 

scare-crow (skar/kr0’) /'skeor,krow/ n. [count] 1. a fig- 
ure in the shape of a person in old clothes, set up to 
frighten birds away from crops. 2. a ragged, thin person: 
You look like a scarecrow! 

scared (skard) /skeord/ adj. (usually: be + ~] 1. filled 
with fear; frightened: She was scared. He looks scared. 
2. worried: [be + ~ + of + obj]: I'm scared of looking 
foolish. [be + ~ + (that) clause]: We're scared that we'll 
all lose our jobs. 

scarf (skarf) /skarf/ n. [count], pl. scarfs, scarves 
(skarvz). a long strip of cloth worn about the neck. See il- 
lustration at CLOTHING. 

scar-let (skar/lit) /‘skarlit/ n. [noncount] 1. a bright red 
color. —adj. 2. of the color scarlet. 

scar’let fe/ver, n. (noncount] a disease, esp. of chil- 
dren, that produces a high fever and a red rash. 

scarey (skar/é) /'skeoriy/ adj., -i-er, -ieest. 1. causing 
fright or alarm: a scary roller-coaster ride. 2. easily 
frightened; timid. —scar/i-ness, 1. [(noncount] 

scat! (skat) /skwt/ v. [no obj], scat-ted, scat-ting. to 
move or go off hastily: / told him to scat and he did. 

scat? (skat) /skæt/ v., scat-ted, scat-ting, n. —v. [no 
obj] 1. to sing scat. —n. [noncount] 2. jazz singing that 
uses made up, nonsense syllables to imitate the phrasing 
or effect of a musical instrument. 

scath-ing (ska’thing) /'skeydin/ adj. bitterly severe; 
harsh; cruel: a scathing remark. —scath/inge-ly, adv.: a 
scathingly written attack. 

scat-ter (skat/or) /‘skwtor/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to toss 
loosely about: to scatter seeds. 2. to (cause to) separate; 
disperse: [~ + obj]: The police scattered the crowd. (no 
obj]: The crowd quickly scattered. 

scat-ter-brain (skat/ar bran’) /‘sketor,breyn/ n. [count] 
a foolish, forgetful person. —scat/ter-brained’, adj.: 
He's so scatterbrained, he even forgets what day it is. 

scat/ter rug’, n. [count] a small rug. 
scav-enge (skav/inj) /'skævind3/ v., -enged, -eng-ing. 
to gather by searching (something that can be used) 
from rubbish: [no obj; (~ + for + obj)): The vultures 
scavenged for food. [~ + obj]: scavenged some parts. 

scav-en-ger (skav/in jor) /'skwvind3or/ n. [count] 1. 
one that feeds on dead organic matter. 2. one who scav- 
enges for useful material. 

sce-nar-ico (si nar’é ©, -nar’-) /si'neariy,ow, -'nar-/ n. 
[count], pl. -icos. 1. an outline of a plot, describing the 
scenes, etc. 2. an outline of possible events: The sce- 
nario he imagined had three superpowers fighting one 
another. 

-scend-, root. -scend- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “climb.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ASCEND, CONDESCEND, DESCEND, TRANSCEND, TRAN- 
SCENDENT. 

scene (sén) /siyn/ n. [count] 1. the place where some 
action occurs or has occurred: te scene of the accident. 
2. a view or picture: an artist who paints scenes of the 
South. 3. an embarrassing display of anger, etc.: Don't 
make a scene; let's discuss this when we get home. 4. a 
division of a play, etc., that represents a single episode: 
In the first scene the characters are introduced. 5. the 
place where the action of a story or an episode occurs. 
6. an area of activity, interest, etc.: the fashion scene. 
—Idiom. 7. behind the scenes, a. in secret or in pri- 
vate. b. where the full operations of something take 
place: happy working behind the scenes to elect the next 
president. 

scen-erey (sé/na rē) /'siynoriy/ n. [moncount] 1. the 
general appearance of a place: wild, beautiful scenery in 
the Alps. 2. hangings, curtains, etc., used as background 
on a stage. 

sce-nic (s@/nik) /'siynik/ adj. 1. of or relating to natural 
scenery. 2. having beautiful or pleasant scenery: a scenic 
park. 3. of or relating to the stage or to stage scenery: 
scenic design. 
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scent (sent) /sent/ n. 1. [count] a special smell, esp. 
when pleasant. 2. [count] a smell left in passing, by 
which an animal or person may be traced: The blood- 
hounds picked up the scent. 3. [count] a track or set of 
clues that leads one somewhere: detectives on the scent 
of the crook. 4. [noncount) perfume. 5. [noncount] the 
sense of smell: animals with keen scent. —v. [~ + obj] 
6. to sense or recognize by or as if by smell: fo scent 
trouble. 7. to fill with an odor or smell: a room heavily 
scented with pine. —scent/ed, adj. See -SENT-. 

scep-ter (sep/tar) /‘septar/ n. [count] a rod held in the 
hand as a sign of royal power. Also, esp. Brit., scep’tre. 

scep-tic (skep/tik) /‘skeptrk/ n., adj. SKEPTIC. 

sch., an abbreviation of: school. 

sched-ule (skej/ool, -cdl, -50 al) /'skedzuwl, -ul, -uwal/ 
n., v, -uled, -ul-ing. —n. [count] 1. a plan of procedure 
to achieve a goal, esp. when referring to the ordering of 
events. 2. a series of things to be done at or during a 
time or period: He always has a full schedule. 3. a time- 
table: a train schedule for next year. 4. a statement of 
details, often in the form of a table: a tax schedule. —v. 
[~ + obj] 5. to make a schedule of or enter in a sched- 
ule: a flight scheduled at six o’clock. 6. to plan for a 
date: to schedule publication for June. 

sche-mateic (ské mat/ik, ski-) /skiy'matrk, skr-/ adj. 1. 
relating to or of the nature of a diagram or scheme. —n. 
[count] 2. a diagram, plan, or drawing: opened the book 
of schematics to find the proper measurements. 

scheme (ském) /skiym/ n., v., schemed, schem-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a plan of action; project or system: a 
scheme to speed up production. 2. a dishonest, usually 
secret plot; an intrigue. 3. a diagram, map, or the like. 
—v. 4. to create (Something) as a scheme; plot: [~ + 
obj): schemed a way to avoid the work. [no obj): went 
around scheming so much no one trusted him. 
—schen/er, n. (count) 

scherezo (skert/s6) /'skertsow/ n. [count], pl. scher-zos, 
scherezi (skert/sé) /'skertsiy/. a part in a piece of music 
having a playful character. 

schism (siz’am, skiz/-) /'srzom, ‘sktz-/ n. separation, 
esp. into opposed sides, as in a church: [noncount]: The 
groups worked hard to avoid schism. [count]: The early 
days of that church were marked by bitter schisms. 
—schis-mat-ic (siz mat/ik, skiz-) /siz'matrk, skrz-/ adj. 

schizophrenia = (skit/so.— frē/înē ə,  -frēn/yə) 
Lskitso'friyniya, -'friynyə/ n. [noncount] a severe mental 
disorder usually seen in a person's disorganized speech 
and behavior. 

schiz-o-phrensic (skit/sə fren/ik) /;skrtso'frenrk/ adj. 1. 
suffering from schizophrenia. 2. having or showing be- 
havior that seems contradictory. —n. [count] 3. one who 
is schizophrenic. Also, schiz-oid (skit/soid) /'skrtsoyd/. 

schleemiel or shle-emiel (shila mē) /flo'miyl/ n. 
[count] Slang. an awkward and unlucky person for whom 
things never turn out right. 

schlep or shlep (shlep) /flep/ v., schlepped or 
shlepped, schlep-ping or shlep-ping, n. Slang. —v. 1. 
[~ + obj] to carry with great effort; lug: / don’t want you 
to schlep that heavy suitcase. 2. [no obj] to move slowly 
or with too much care. —n. [count] 3. one who is slow or 
awkward. 4. an annoyingly awkward or slow journey: 
That's too big a schlep, going alt the way downtown. 

schlock or shlock (shlok) /flok/ n. [noncount) Slang. 
something of cheap or inferior quality: Where does he 
buy such schlock? —schlock’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

schmaltz or schmalz or shmaltz (shmalts, shmdlts) 
/fmalts, fmolts/ n. [noncount] Informal. exaggerated ten- 
der feeling, as in music: His music may be schmaltz, but 
it puts the baby to sleep. —schmaltz’y, adj., -iver, -i 
est: a real schmaltzy ending. 

schmo or schmoe (shmō) /fmow/ n. [count], pt 
schmoes. Slang. a foolish, boring, or stupid person; 
jerk. 

schnapps or schnaps (shnaps, shnaps) /fnaps, fnxps/ 
n. [noncount; used with a singular verb] any strong, dry 
alcoholic drink: coffee with schnapps. 

schnau-zer (shnou/zer, shnout/sar) = /‘fnawzor, 
'fnawtsor/ n. [count] a German breed of dog having a 
tight, wiry coat. 

schnook or shnook (shnòók) /fnok/ n. [count] Slang. 
one who is easily fooled. 

schnoz (shnoz) /fnoz/ also schnoz-zle = (shnoz/al) 
/fnozal/ n. [count] Slang. a nose, esp. a large one. 
-schol-, root. -schol- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “school.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: SCHOLAR, SCHOLASTIC, SCHOOL, UNSCHOOLED. 

scholar (skol’ar) /‘sknlor/ n. [count] 1. a person of 
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great learning: a Shakespearean scholar, 2. a student. 
—schol/ar-ly, adj.: your scholarly activities in computer 
science. See -SCHOL-. 

schol-ar-ship (skol’ar ship’) /'skolor,frp/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the qualities or accomplishments of a scholar: 
scholarship respected by other scientists. 2. [count] a gift 
of money to help a student with his or her studies: 
awarded a full scholarship. 3. [noncount] the Knowledge 
of a group of scholars: current scholarship on this prob- 
lemi. See -SCHOL-. 

scho-las-tic (skə las/tik) /sko'lastrk/ adj. [before a 
noun) of or relating to schools, scholars, or education. 
Also, scho-las’ti-cal. —scho-las/ti-calely, adv.: Scho- 
lastically he was very advanced. See -SCHOL-. 

school’ (skool) /skuwl/ n. 1. a place for teaching people 
under college age: [count]: His chitdren went to a private 
school. [noncount]: Are your children old enough to go 
to school? SEE ILLUSTRATION. 2. a college or university: 
[count]: Yale is a prestigious school. (noncount]: He went 
to school at Yale. 3. [count] an academic department for 
instruction in a particular field: the schoot of liberal arts 
and sciences. 4. a program of studies: [noncount]: He's 
studying in art school. [count]. He's enrolled in an art 
school. 5. [noncount] the activity of teaching or of learn- 
ing under instruction: Schoo! doesn't start until Septem- 
ber. 6. [count] the body of people belonging to an edu- 
cational institution: The whole school applauded. 7. 
[count] a group of pupils having a certain master, sys- 
tem, etc.: the Platonic school of philosophy. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 8. of or connected with a school or schools. 
—v. [~ + obj] 9. to educate in or as if in a school; teach: 
schooled him in magic and sorcery. See -SCHOL-. 

school? (skool) /skuwl/ n. [count] 1. a large number of 
fish, porpoises, etc., feeding or traveling together. —v. 
[no Obj] 2. to form into, or go in, a school, such as fish. 

school-house (skool/hous’) /‘skuwl,haws/ n. [count]. a 
building used as a school. 

schoolemarm (skool/marm’) /'skuwl,marm/ n. [count] a 
female schoolteacher, esp. one who is old-fashioned. 

school-mas-ter  (skool’mas/ter) /'skuwl,miestor/ n. 
[count] a man who is in charge of or who teaches in a 
school. 

school-mate (skodl’/mat’) /'‘skuwl,meyt/ n. [count] a 
companion at school. 

school-room (skool’ra6m/, -r66m/) /‘skuwl,ruwm, -,rom/ 
n. [Count] a room in which a class is held or pupils are 
taught. 

school-teach-er (skoal/té/char) § /'skuwl,tiytfor/ m. 
[count] a teacher in a school, esp. in one below the col- 
lege level. —school/teach/ing, n. [noncount] 

school-work (skool/wirk’) /'skuwl,wark/ n. [noncount] 
the material studied in or for school, including home- 
work. 

school-yard (skool/yard’) /‘skuwl,yard/ n. 
playground or sports field near a school. 

school’ year’, n. [count] the months of the year dur- 
ing which school is open: The school year begins in Sep- 
tember. 

schooner (sko0/ner) /'skuwnor/ n. [count] 1. a kind of 
sailing vessel having a mast in front and a main mast. 2. 
a very tall glass, as for beer. 

schuss (shoos, shoos) /fus, fuws/ n. [count] 1. a straight 
downhill ski run at high speed. —v. 2. to do or perform a 
schuss: [no obj): to schuss down the mountain. [~ + 
obj): to schuss the hill. 

schwa or shwa (shwa) /fwa/ n. [count], pl. schwas or 
shwas. 1. a neutral vowel sound typically occurring in 
unstressed syllables in English, such as the sound of a in 
alone and sofa or u in circus. 2. the phonetic symbol ə, 
used to represent this sound. 

-sci-, root. -sci- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “to know.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CONSCIENCE, CONSCIOUS, OMNISCIENCE, OMNISCIENT, PRE- 
SCIENCE, PRESCIENT, SCIENCE, SCIENTIFIC. 

sci., an abbreviation of: 1. science. 2. scientific. 

sciatic (si at/ik) /say'awtrk/ adj. of, relating to, located 
near, or affecting the back of the hip or its nerves. 

sciatica (si at/i ka) /say'ætikə/ n. [poncount] pain in- 
volving a sciatic nerve. 

science (sifans) /'sayons/ n. 1. [noncount] a system of 
knowledge about the physical world, explaining or de- 
scribing what it is and how it works in general laws, 
gained by observing, experimenting, and testing theories: 
Science is concerned with dicovering knowledge about 
the world by making tests and proposing general laws to 
account for what happens. 2. [noncount] the knowledge 
gained by this system. 3. a branch of this study, such as 
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any of the branches of natural science: [count]: the social 
and natural sciences. [noncount): Yon need one more 
course in science to graduate. 4. any skill that shows 
ability to use facts or principles: [moncount]: the science 
of throwing a good curveball, [count]: Is her ability to 
make good decisions an art or a science? See -sci-. 

sci/ence fic/’tion, n. (noncount) fiction that uses im- 
aginative scientific knowledge, often about the future. 

sci-enctif-ic (si/an tiffik) /sayon'tifik/ adj. 1. (before a 
noun] of or relating to science or the sciences: scientific 
Stidies. 2. working or reasoning according to a system: a 
scientific approach to your problems, —sci/enctif/i- 
cal-ly, adv. See -sci-. 

sci-enstist (sifan tist) /‘sayontist/ n. [count] an expert in 
science, esp. one of the physical or natural sciences. See 
-SCI-. 

sci-fi (si/fi/), n., adj. Informal. /'say'fay/, n, adj. Infor- 
mal. science fiction. See -scl-. 

scimeietar or scimei-ter (simi tər) /‘simitor/ n. [count] 
a curved, single-edged sword. 

scinetil-la (sin tilə) /sin'tilo/ n. (count; usually with a 
negative word or phrase], pl. -las. a very small part, 
amount, or trace: not even a scintilla of remorse. 

scin-til-lat-ing (sin/tl a/’ting) /‘sintleytin/ adj. ani- 
mated, clever, or witty: a scintillating conversation. 
—scinctil-la-tion (sin’tl ā/shən) /,sintl'cyfon/ n. Inon- 
count) 

scion (si/an) /‘sayan/ n. [cont] 1. a descendant, esp. of 
a famous family. 2. a shoot of a plant or tree, esp. for 
grafting or planting. 

scissor (siz’ar) /'sizor/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to cut or clip out 
with scissors. 2. [no obj] to move one’s body or legs like 
the blades of scissors. —n. [count] 3. scissors. 

scissors (siz/arz) /‘sizorz/ n. [count] a cutting instru- 
ment for paper, etc., made of two blades so fastened to- 
gether at the center that their sharp edges work one 
against the other while cutting: [plural; used with a plural 
verb]: The scissors are on the table; could you hand 
them to me? [count; used with a singular verb; a pair of 
+ ~: There's a pair of scissors on the dresser, could you 
hand them to me? [count; used with a singular verb): 
There's a scissors on the table; could you hand it to me? 
—scis/sor-like’, adj. See -ciIsE-. 

scis’sors kick’, n. [cont] a swimmer’s scissorlike mo- 
tion of the legs, as in the sidestroke. 

scleeroesis (skli rō/sis) /skli'rowsis/ n. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] a disease in which there is an ab- 
normal hardening of body tissue: multiple sclerosis. 
—scle-rot-ic (skli rot7ik) /skli'rntik/ adj. 

scoff! (skdf, skof) /skof, skof/ v. [~ + at + obj] to 
mock; jeer: scoffed at the idea that a woman could be- 
come president. 

scoff? (skôf, skof) /skof, sknf/ v. [~ + obj], Slang. to 
eat hungrily, greedily, or very quickly. 

scoff-law (skdf/ld’, skof/-) /'skof,lo, 'sknf-/ n. [count] 
one who fails to pay fines owed, as for parking tickets. 

scold (skdld) /skowld/ v. 1. to find fault with (someone), 
esp. in an angry way: [~ + obj]: scolded her daughter 
for fighting at school. [no obj): to scold for no good rea- 
son. —n. [count] 2. one who constantly scolds. 
—scold/ing, n. [count]: Give her a good scolding. [non- 
count): | don't know if scolding will do any good. 

scorlivoesis (skō/lē O/sis, skol/ē-) /,skowliy'owsis, 
iskpliy-/ n. [noncount; used with a singitlar verb) abnor- 
mal curvature of the spine. 

scone (skōn, skon) /skown, skpn/ n. (count) a light, bis- 
cuitlike cake. 

scoop (skoop) /skuwp/ n. [count] 1. a ladlelike utensil, 
used for measuring flour, etc. 2. a utensil made of a 
small bowl and a handle, for dishing out ice cream, etc. 
3. the bucket of a steam shovel, etc. 4. the amount held 
in a scoop: two scoops of sugar. 5. a news item appear- 
ing in one newspaper, etc., before all others: gol a scoop 
when he found out where the crooks were hiding and 
called the police. 6. (usually: the + ~] Informal. current 
information; news: What's the scoop on the new chair- 
man? —v. 7. to take up or out with or as if with a scoop: 
[~ (+ outjrp) + obj]: She scooped (out) some ice 
cream. [~ + obj (+ out/up)]: scooped some ice cream 
(out). 8. scoop up, to gather by a sweeping motion of 
one’s arms or hands: [~ + up + obj): She scooped up 
her books. [~ + obj + up]: She scooped her books up. 
9. [~ + obj]to reveal a news item before (one’s competi- 
tors): scooped the other newspapers with his front-page 
story. 

scoot (skdot) /skuwt/ v. 1. [no obj] to go swiftly: saw him 
scooting out the door. 2. to slide: [no obj): asked me to 
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scoot over so she could sit down. [~ + obj]: Scoot the 
chair out of the way. 

scoot-er (skoo/tar) /‘skuwtor/ n. [count] 1. a child’s ve- 
hicle that has two wheels with a low footboard between 
them, is steered by a handlebar, and is made to move by 
pushing one foot against the ground while resting the 
other on the footboard. 2. Also called motor scooter. a 
similar but larger and heavier vehicle for adults, pro- 
pelled by a motor. 

scope (skōp) /skowp/ n., v., scoped, scop-ing. —n. 1. 
[noncount] extent, limit or range of view, outlook, etc.: a 
question beyond the scope of this paper. 2. (noncount) 
opportunity for activity: fo give one’s fancy fiill scope. 3. 
[count] a short form of microscope, radarscope, etc. —v. 
4. Slang. to look at or over; examine:[~ + out + obj]: to 
scope out the situation. [~ + obj + out]: Scope this guy 
out! 

-scope-, root. -scope- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “see.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: FLUOROSCOPE, GYROSCOPE, HOROSCOPE, MICROSCOPE, MI- 
CROSCOPIC, PERISCOPE, RADIOSCOPY, SPECTROSCOPE, STETHO- 
SCOPE, TELESCOPE, TELESCOPIC. 

scorch (skôrch) /skortJ/ v. 1. to burn slightly so as to 
affect color, taste, etc.: [~ + obj]: The hot iron scorched 
the shirt. [no obj): The shirt will scorch if your iron ts too 
hot. 2. [~ + obj] to parch or shrivel with heat: The sun 
scorched the grass. —n. [count] 3. a superficial burn. 

score (skôr, skōr) /skor, skowr/ n., pl. scores; score for 
4: v, scored, scor-ing. —n. [count] 1. the record of 
points made by the players in a game or contest: Jt was a 
tie score at the end of the half, 6-6. 2. performance on 
an examination or test, expressed by a number or other 
symbol: Her score on the test was 99%. 3. a notch or 
scratch: scores on the murder weapon. 4. a group or set 
of 20: a score of victims. 5. a reason or cause for some- 
thing: fo complain on the score of low pay. 6. [usually 
singilar; the + ~] Informal. the facts of a situation: 
What's the score on Saturday's picnic? 7. a. a piece of 
music with the vocal and instrumental parts arranged on 
lines. b. the music for a movie, play, or television show: 
He wrote the score for the movie. 8. Slang. a. a pur- 
chase of, or act of obtaining, illegal drugs. b. a success- 
ful robbery. —v. 9. to earn in a game, as points or hits: 
[~ + obj): scored a lot of mins in the first inning. [no 
obj): failed to score in the first half. 10. to get a score of: 
[~ + obj]: scored 98 on the test. [no obj): How well did 
you score on the last test? 11. to keep score, as of a 
game: [no obj]: He scored for us as we bowled. [~ + 
obj): Someone has to score the game for us. 12. [~ + 
obj] to have as a certain value in points: Four aces score 
100. 13. [~ + obj] to evaluate the responses made on 
(a test or examination): Who's in charge of scoring these 
writing tests? 14. [~ + obj] Music. a. to orchestrate. b. 
to compose the music for (a movie, play, etc.). 15. [~ + 
obj] to cut shallow ridges, cuts, or lines on something, as 
meat or fish before cooking. 16. Slang. a. to obtain (a 
drug) illegally: [~ + obj]: to score some heroin. [no obj): 
an addict who needed to score. b. [~ + obj] to steal. 
17. to achieve a success: [~ + Obj]: scored another tri- 
umph in his movie. [no obj): scored again with his third 
major film this year. 18. [no obj) Slang. to succeed in 
finding a willing sexual partner. —Idfom. 19. pay off 
or settle a score, or have a score to settle, to get re- 
venge; retaliate: They had an old score to settle, so they 
met outside for a fistfight. —score/less, adj. —scor/er, 
n. [count] 

scoreboard (skôr/bôrd/, skōr/börd/) /'skor,bord, 'sko- 
wr,bowrd/ n. [count] a large board in a ballpark, arena, 
etc., that shows the score of a contest and other informa- 
tion. 
scorn (skôrn) /skorn/ n. [noncount] 1. open contempt; 
disdain: She felt only scorn for the man who tried to get 
her fired. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to treat or regard with cor- 
tempt or disdain: She scorned my help. —Syn. See 
CONTEMPT. 
scorneful (skôrn/fəl) /'skornfol/ adj. of or relating to 
scorn: scornful remarks; a scornful attinide. [be + ~ + 
ofi: He was scornfil of people who didn't earn a lot of 
money. —scorn/ful-ly, adv. 
scorpion (skôr/pē an) /'skorpiyan/ n. [count] a small 
animal that has a front pair of pincers and a long, upcur- 
ved tail with a poisonous stinger. 

Scot (skot) /sknt/ n. [cont] a person born or living in 
Scotland. Also, Scots’man, Scots’wom/an. 

Scotch (skoch) /skotf/ adj. 1. Sometimes Offensive. of 
or relating to Scotland. —n. 2. [plural; the + ~; used 
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with a plural verb] Sometimes Offensive. the Scottish 
people. 3. [noncount; scotch] whiskey made in Scotland. 

Scotch’ tape’, Trademark. [noncount) a brand name 
for adhesive tapes made of clear plastic or cellophane: 
Use Scotch tape to fix that ripped page. 

scot/-free’, adv. free from harm or punishment: He 
went off scot-free after the murder. 

Scot-tish (skot/ish) /'skntif/ adj. Also, Scots. 1. of or 
relating to Scotland. —vt. 2. (plural; the + ~; used with a 
plural verb] the people born or living in Scotland. 

scoun-drel (skoun/dral) /‘skawndral/ n. [count] a dis- 
honest, wicked, selfish, or dishonorable person; a villain. 

scour’! (skou®r, skou/ar) /skaw®r, 'skawor/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to cleanse by hard rubbing: to scour a dirty frying pan. 
2. to remove (dirt, etc.) from something by hard rubbing: 
to scour the grease off the frying pan. 3. to clear (a 
channel, etc.), as by the force of water: The river scoured 
a path through the valley. 

scour’ (skou*r, skou/ar) /skaw?r, 'skawoar/ v. [~ + obj] 
to range Over (an area), as in search: to scour the coun- 
tryside for a lost child. 

scourge (sktirj) /sk3rd3/ n., v., scourged, scourg:-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a whip for dealing out punishment. 2. a 
cause of great trouble: the scourge of farnine. 

scout (skout) /skawt/ n. —n. [count] 1. a soldier, air- 
plane, etc., sent out to get information about the enemy, 
such as troop numbers, etc. 2. a person sent out to ob- 
tain information. 3. a person sent out to discover new 
talent, as in sports or entertainment. 4. [sometimes: 
Scout] a member of the Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts. —v. 
5. to act as a scout: [mo obj): The soldiers went out to 
scout around. [~ + obj]: The coach scouted the oppos- 
ing team and noticed a weakness in their defense. 6. (no 
obj) to make a search; hunt: scouting around for a good 
restaurant. 

scout-mas-ter (skout/mas/ter) /'skawt,mustor/ n. 
[count] the adult leader of a troop of Boy Scouts. 

scow (skou) /skaw/ n. [count] a kind of boat having a 
flat-bottomed rectangular hull with sloping ends. 

scowl (skoul) /skawl/ v. [no obf) 1. to frown deeply: He 
scowled whenever le spoke to me. —n. [count] 2. a 
deep frown on one’s face. 

scrab-ble (skrab/al) /'‘skrabal/ v. [no obj], -bled, -bling. 
1. to scratch frantically with the hands or claws: scrab- 
bled furiously at the dirt in the tunnel. 2. to struggle in a 
disorderly way: scrabbled around looking for his glasses. 
—scrab/bler, n. [count] 

Scrab-ble (skrab/al) /'skræbol/ Trademark. [noncount] a 
board game in which players form words with lettered 
squares having various point values. 

scrag-gly (skrag/lé) /'skrægliy/ adj., -gli-er, -gli-est. 1. 
irregular; uneven; jagged. 2. not neat in appearance: Af 
ter a few days without shaving luis beard lad become 
scraggly. 
scram (skram) /skram/ v. [no obj], scrammed, scram: 
ming. /nforinal. to go away; get out: They had to scram 
before the cops caine. 
scramble (skram/bal) /'skramboal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. 
—v. 1. [sto obf) to climb using one’s hands and feet, as 
up or down a hill: scrambled quickly up the hill. 2. (no 
obj] to compete with others to gain something: to scram- 
ble in the competition for a new job. 3. [no obj] to move 
quickly and with a purpose: scrambled out of the way of 
the police. 4. to (cause pilots or aircraft to) take off 
quickly to intercept enemy planes: [no obj]: The jets 
scrambled frorn the airfield and headed east. [~ + obj): 
The air commander scrambled his planes. 5. (~ + obj] 
to collect, organize, or mix (things) in a hurried or disor- 
derly manner: flis words artd thought patterns were 
scrambled aud inade no sense. 6. [~ + obj] to fry 
(eggs) while constantly stirring them. —r. [count] 7. a 
quick climb or movement over rough, irreqular ground. 
8. a struggle to gain something: the wild scramble for 
the presidency. 9. any disorderly and hurried proceeding: 
a terrible scrantble to get packed in tirne for the flight. 

scram/bler, 1. [count] 

scrap’ (skrap) /skræp/ nu., adj., v., scrapped, scrap- 
ping. —:. 1. [court] a small piece or portion; fragment: 
a scrap of paper. 2. scraps, [plural] bits of food, esp. of 
leftover food: Feed the dogs scraps. 3. [noncount] mate- 
rial that has been thrown away or left over and can be re- 
used: leaps of scrap to be carted away. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4 made up of scraps or scrap: scrap metal. 5. 
thrown away or left over. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to make into 
scrap; break up. 7. to throw away or abandon as useless: 
scrapped our plats to reinodel. 
scrap’ (skrap) /skrivp/ n., v., scrapped, scrap-ping. li- 
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formal. —n. (count) 1. a fight or quarrel. —v. [no obj) 2. 
to fight or quarrel. —scrap/per, n. [count] 
scrap-book (skrap’bdok’) /'skrap,buk/ n. [count] a 


book in which pictures, etc., may be pasted: Her scrap- 
book had photos and newspaper articles detailing her ca- 
reer. 

scrape (skrap) /skreyp/ v., scraped, scrap-ing, n. —v. 
1. [~ + obj] to rub (a surface) with something rough, so 
as to clean or smooth it: to scrape a table to remove var- 
nish. 2. [~ + obj] to remove (paint, etc.) by rubbing with 
something rough or sharp: to scrape the paint from the 
table. 3. [~ + obj] to scratch or injure by brushing 
against something rough or sharp: / scraped my knee 
when I fell. 4. to rub roughly on (something), esp. so as 
to produce a harsh sound: [~ + obj]: scraped the floor 
with his chair. [no obj): The chair scraped on the floor. 
5. to collect with difficulty: [~ + up/together + obj]: Can 
you scrape up enough money for college? [~ + obj + 
up/together]: She scraped enouglt money together for 
college. 6. scrape by or through, to manage with diffi- 
culty: [no obj): The struggling family could barely scrape 
by. [~ + by/Ahrough + obj): | barely scraped through the 
course with a D. —n. [count] 7. an act or instance of 
scraping. 8. a harsh sound made by scraping: the scrape 
of chairs. 9. a scraped place: a bad scrape on the arm. 
10. an embarrassing or difficult situation. 11. a fight or 
quarrel; scrap. —scrap/er, n. [count] 

scrap’ heap’ or scrap’heap’, n. [count] 1. a pile of 
old material that has been thrown away, such as metal. 
2. a place for dumping useless things: The idea of 
steam-engine cars has been put on the scrap heap. 

scrap-py (skrap/é) /'skræpiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. enjoy- 
ing a fight or struggle: a scrappy boxer. 

scratch (skrach) /skrætf/ v. 1. to damage or mark the 
surface of by scraping with something rough: [~ + obj]: 
The cat scratched her. [no obj): The cat scratched at the 
door. 2. to (cause to) be removed with a scraping action: 
[~ + obj]: Did you scratch the paint on your new car? 
[no obj): This paint won't scratch easily. 3. to scrape 
slightly, as with the fingernails, to relieve itching: [no 
obj): He scratched gently at his ear while he thought. {~ 
+ obj]: He scratched his arm where the mosquito had 
bitten him. 4. {~ + obj] to draw on a rough, grating sur- 
face: to scratch one’s initials on the rock. 5. [~ + obj) to 
remove (an entry) from a contest: He was scratched from 
the race at the last minute. 6. [~ + obj] to reject (an 
idea, etc.): Scratch that idea; tt costs too much. —n. 7. 
(count) a slight injury or mark caused by scratching: had 
a scratch on lhis face from the cat. 8. [count] a rough 
mark made by a pen, etc.; scrawl. 9. [count] the act of 
scratching. 10. [count] a slight grating sound produced 
by scratching: The scratches on the record made it im- 
possible to enjoy the music. 11. [noncount) Slang. 
MONEY. —adj. [before a noun] 12. used for notes, etc.: 
scratch paper. 13. gathered together too quickly and 
without enough care: a scratch crew. — Idiom. 14. 
from scratch, [noncount] a. from the beginning or from 
nothing: Let's start from scratch. b. using basic pieces or 
ingredients rather than a commercial preparation: to 
bake a cake from scratch. 15. up to scratch, as good 
as the standard; satisfactory: Your work ts not up to 
scratch. 

scratchy (skrach’é) /'skrætfiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. 
causing a slight grating sound: a scratchy old record. 2. 
causing an itching feeling: a scratchy old woolen sweater. 
—scratch-i-ly (skrach’a lē) /'skratfoliy/ adv. 
—scratch/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

scrawl (skrôl) /skrol/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to write or draw in 
a careless, awkward, illegible manner: scrawled his nane 
on the forn. —n. (count; usually singular) 2. awkward, 
careless, illegible handwriting: Nobody could read luis 
scrawl. 

scrawny (skr0/né) /'skroniy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. very thin; 
lean: scrawny kids. —scrawn/i-ness, n. [noncouitt] 

scream (skrém) /skriym/ v. 1. to make a loud, sharp 
cry: [no obj): screamed with fright. [~ + obj]: screained 
her answer to hint. (used with quotations]: “Get out of 
here!” she screamed. 2. [no obj] to give off a loud, 
piercing sound: The sirens screamed. —n. [count] 3. a 
loud, sharp, piercing cry: screams from inside the apart- 
ment. 4. a shrill, piercing sound: the screant of the jet 
planes. 5. (count; usually singular; usually: a + ~) Infor- 
mal. someone or something that is very funny: Those co- 
medians are a scream. —scream/er, n. [count] 

screech (skréch) /skriytf/ v. 1. to make a harsh, shrill 
cry or sound: [no obj): The car's tires screeched. [~ + 
obj): to screech an answer. [used with quotations]: “Get 
out of here!” she screeched. —n. (count) 2. a harsh, 
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shrill cry or sound: The screech of tires was followed by 
the sound of a collision. —screechvy, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

screen (skrén) /skriyn/ n. [count] 1. a device, usually a 
covered frame, that provides shelter, separates parts of a 
room, etc.: The doctor pulled the screen around the pa- 
tients bed. 2. a surface on which motion pictures, etc., 
may be projected: They put up the screen and turned on 
the slide projector. 3. the motion-picture industry: Ilis 
novel was a success on screen. 4. the part of a television 
or computer on which a picture is formed or information 
is displayed: The mumbers daticed across the computer 
screen. 5. anything that shelters or conceals: a screen of 
trees to block the strong winds. 6. a frame holding a 
mesh of wire, for placing in a window or doorway, etc., to 
allow air in and out but to keep out insects: There must 
be a hole in the screen. —v. [~ + obj) 7. to shelter or 
conceal with or as if with a screen: The lall trees 
screeried the house from view. 8. to select, reject, con- 
sider, or group (people, etc.) by examining systemati- 
cally: We screened several applicants for the job. 9. to 
provide with a screen or screens: fo screen in the porch. 
10. to project (a motion picture, etc.) on a screen: The 
movie version of Kobin Hood will be screened next 
month. 

screen-play (skrén/pla’) /'skriyn,pley/ n. [count] the 
outline or full script of a motion picture. 

screen-writ-er (skrén/ri/tar) /'skriyn,raytor/ n. [count] 
one who writes screenplays as an occupation. 

screw (skroo),/skruw/ n. (count) 1. a nail-like metal fas- 
tener, having a thin end with a spiral groove and a head 
with a slot: A screw is forced into wood by twisting it with 
a screwdriver. 2. PROPELLER (def. 1). 3. Slang. a prison 
quard. 4. Slang (vulgar). an act of sexual intercourse. 
—v. 5. [~ + obj] to turn (a screw): Screw five of these 
special screws into position. 6. to (cause to) be fastened 
with or as if with a screw or screws: [~ + obj]: screwed 
the seats into the floor. [no obj): The seats screw right 
into the floor. 7. to attach, detach, or adjust (a threaded 
part) by a twisting motion: (~ + obj + offfon): Screw the 
top of the bottle back on. (~ + ofon + obj): Screw on 
the bottlecap. [no obj; ~ + offon): The bottlecap screws 
right off. 8. to change the shape of by twisting; distort: 
[~ (4+ up) + obj): to screw (up) one’s face into a deep 
frown. [~ + obj (+ up)): to screw one's face (up) into a 
deep frown. 9. (~ + up + obj] to strengthen: / screwed 
up my courage atid asked for a raise. 10. [~ + obj) 
Slang (vulgar). to cheat or take advantage of (someone): 
We were really screwed on that deal. 11. Slang (vulgar). 
to have sexual intercourse (with): (~ + obj]: screwed her 
on their first date. [no obj): screwing with anyone he 
could find. 12. screw around, [no obj) Slang. a. to 
waste time: Quit screwing around and get back to work! 
b. to be constantly attempting to have sexual relations. 
13. screw up, Slang. to ruin; make a mess (of): [~ + up 
+ obj): He screwed up every job we gave him. [~ + obj 
+ up]: He screwed the job up. [no obj): He's always 
screwing up. —-Idiom. 14. have a screw loose, to be- 
have or think oddly: He must have a screw loose if he 
thinks he can get away with this in broad daylight. 15. 
put the screws on, [~ + obj] to use force on (some- 
one); to force (someone): The boss will really put the 
screws on him to work overtime. 

screw-ball (skro0’bdl’) /‘skruw,bol/ n. [count] 1. Slang. 
one who behaves very strangely; a kook: The scientist 
was such a screwball that nobody thought he would 
make so important a discovery. 2. a pitched baseball 
that turns toward the side from which it was thrown: A 
screwball bends opposite a curve ball. —adj. 3. Slang. 
odd or strange in behavior: You and your screwball 
ideas! 

screw-driv-er (skroo/dri’var) /‘skruw,drayvor/ n. (count) 
1. a hand tool for tightening or loosening a screw. 2. a 
mixed drink of vodka and orange juice. 

screwy (skrao’é) /‘skruwiy/ adj., -iver, -isest. Slang. 1. 
crazy; nutty: a screwy character. 2. odd or strange: 
Something is screwy here. 

-scrib-, root. -scrib- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “write.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ASCRIBE, CIRCUMSCRIBE, DESCRIBE, INDESCRIBABLE, IN- 
SCRIBE, PRESCRIBE, PROSCRIBE, SCRIBBLE, SCRIBE, SUBSCRIBE, 
TRANSCRIBE. 

scrib-ble (skrib’al) /‘skribol/ v., -bled, -bling, s. —v. 1. 
to write quickly and carelessly: [~ + obj): to scribble a 
letter. [no obj): scribbling in his notebook. —u. 2. 
[count] a hasty drawing or piece of writing. 3. [roncount] 
handwriting that is hard to read. —serib/bler, nı. [cout] 
See -SCRIB-. 

scribe (skrib) /skrayb/ n. [count] 1. one who wrote cop- 


screen to scruff 


ies of written things before the invention of printing. 2. a 
public clerk or writer. 3. a writer, esp. a journalist. 
—scrib/al, adj. See -scris-. 

scrim-mage (skrim/ij) /'skrimid3/ n., v., -maged, -mag: 
ing. —n. 1. Football. a. (rroncount) the action from the 
snap of the ball to the end of the play. b. (court) a prac- 
tice session or informal game. —v. [no obj) 2. to play an 
informal game: The football players scrininiaged a few 
days before the big gamie. 

scrimp (skrimp) /skrimp/ v. [no obj] to be careful in 
spending or using (something, as money): We stall 
scrimip and save for retirement. 

scrip (skrip) /skrip/ nm. 1. (noricourit] paper money 
printed for temporary use in emergency situations. 2. 
[count] a certificate representing a fraction of a share of 
stock. See -SCRIB-. 

script (skript) /skript/ n. 1. [orcourit] the characters 
used in handwriting: First we learned How to miake block 
letters, then we learned script. 2. (connut) the written 
words of a play, etc.: had to write a script every week for 
his boss, wlio was a coniedian. 3. any system of writing: 
[nonuconnt)]: Persian script. (court): an ancient script. 4. 
(count) a plan: Don't deviate from the script and every- 
thing will be fine. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to write a script for: 
to script a play. 6. to plan: This emergency was one they 
hadn't scripted for. 

scrip-tureal (skrip’char al) /'skriptforal/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to scripture or to scriptures. See -SCRIB-. 

Scrip-ture (skrip’char) /'skriptfar/ on. 1. Often, 
Scriptures. Also called Holy Scripture (or Scriptures). 
the sacred writings of the Bible: (plura: The Scriptures 
are quite clear ot that one point: it is wrong to kill. (non- 
count}: Scripture tells us little about Jesus’ early life. 2. 
(usually: scripture] any writing or book, esp. when of a 
sacred nature: [noucourit]): ancient Hindu scripture. 
(count): Their scriptures date back thousands of years. 
See -SCRIB-. 

scriptewrit-er (skript/ri/tar) /‘skript,raytor/ n. (count) 
one who writes scripts, as for movies or television. 

scrive-ener (skriv/nar) /'skrivnor/ n. scripe' (defs. |, 2). 
See -SCRIB-. 

scrod or schrod (skrod) /skrod/ n. (noricount) a young 
Atlantic codfish or haddock, esp. one split for cooking. 

scroll (skrol) /skrowl/ sn. [count] 1. a roll of papyrus 
once used for writing: the ancient scrolls found near the 
Dead Sea. —v. (no obj] 2. (on a computer display) to 
move a cursor smoothly, causing new data to replace old 
on the monitor: As you type, your old data will scroll up. 

scrooge (skrooj) /skruwd3/ n. [count] a cheap, ungener- 
ous, or miserly person. 

scro-tum (skro/tam) /‘skrowtom/ su. [count], pi. -ta (-ta) 
/-ta/ -tums. the pouch of skin that contains the male re- 
productive organs or testes. —scro-tal (skrot/l) /'sk- 
rowtl/ adj. 

scrounge (skrounj) /skrawnd3/ v., scrounged, scroung: 
ing. —v. 1. to borrow without expecting to repay: [no 
obj; ~ + off}: to scrounge off his friends. (~ + obj): to 
scrounge a cigarette. 2. to gather by searching around: 
[~ + obj]: scrounged enough money to buy gas. [~ (+ 
up) + obj): to scrounge (up) food for supper. (~ + obj 
(+ up)): to scrounge food (up) for supper. —scroung’- 
er, s. (count): the best scrouriger int the Army. 

scroungyy (skroun/jé) /‘skrawnd3iy/ adj., -iver, -irest. 1. 
shabby, untidy, or slovenly: scrourtgy clothes. 2. given to 
scrounging. 

scrub! (skrub) /skrab/ v., scrubbed, scrub-bing, s. —v. 
1. to rub hard with a brush, cloth, etc., in washing: [~ + 
obj): to scrub your face. [no obj): Be sure to scrub hard 
with a brush or the dirt won't come off. 2. {~ + obj] to 
remove (dirt, etc.) from something by hard rubbing while 
washing: to scrub grime from the walls. 3. (~ + obj) to 
remove (impure parts) from a gas by chemical means: to 
scrub sulfur dioxide froni sniokestack gas. 4. [~ + obj] 
Informal. to cancel or postpone, as a rocket launch: The 
mission had to be scrubbed because of a computer mal- 
fuuction. —n. (count) 5. an act or instance of scrubbing. 
—scrub/ber, n. [cout] 

scrub? (skrub) /skrab/ n. 1. (rorcourit] low trees or 
shrubs thought of as a group: jackals hiding ir the scrub. 
2. (noncount) a large area covered with low trees and 
shrubs. 3. [count] Sports. a player not on the first-string 
team. 

scrub-by (skrub/é) /'skrabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bievest. cov- 
ered with scrub, small trees, or bushes. 

scruff (skruf) /skraf/ n. [court] the nape or back of the 
neck. 
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scruffey (skruf/é) /'skrafiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. untidy; 
wearing worn clothes; shabby. 

scrump-tious (skrump/shas) /'skrampfas/ adj. ex- 
tremely pleasing, esp. to the taste; delectable: a scrumip- 
tious dinner. 

scrunch (skrunch, skréonch) /skrantf, skrontf/ v. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to crunch or crumple: scrunched the rear fender. 
2. to contract; squeeze together: [~ + obj (+ up)}: I 
scrunched my shoulders (up). [no obj): We all had to 
scrunch together in the back seat. 3. [no obj; ~ + down) 
to squat: / scrunched down to get under the fence post. 
—r. [count] 4. the act or sound of scrunching: the 
scrunch of footsteps on the pebbles. 

scrueple (skro0’pal) /'skruwpal/ n. a moral belief that 
holds back one’s behavior or prevents one from doing 
certain actions: [count]: His scruples kept hin frorn pock- 
eting the money he had found on the floor. [noncount): 
killing without scruple. 

scru-puslous (skrd0’pya las) /'skruwpyalos/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to scruples. 2. very precise; strictly exact: scn- 
pulous adherence to duty. —scruepu-loseiety (skroo/pya- 
los/i tē) /skruwpya'lositiy/ n. Croncount]) —scru/pus 
lous-ly, adv.: He was scripulously on titre to every 
class. 

scrucrtienize (skroot/n iz’) /'skruwtn,ayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nized, -niz-ing. to conduct a scrutiny: The guards scruti- 
nized the miajor’s pass. 

scructieny (skroot/n €) /'skruwtniy/ n. [moricourit] a 
searching and careful examination or investigation: He 
felt himself withering nnder the interviewer's scrutiny. 

scueba (sko0’ba) /'skuwho/ n., pl. -bas, v., -baed, -ba- 
ing. —n. 1. [count] a breathing device strapped on the 
back of a diver. 2. [noncount] the act of swimming un- 
derwater with such a device. —v. [no obj] 3. to swim un- 
derwater with such a device: to scuba in the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

scud (skud) /skad/ v., scud-ded, scud-ding, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to move quickly: clouds scudding across the sky. 
—n. [Noncount] 2. clouds or mist driven by the wind. 
scuff (skuf) /skaf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make a mark on 
(something) by hard use, such as shoes: The rocks and 
dust scuffed his shoes. 2. to rub or scrape (one’s foot or 
feet) over something. —n. [count] 3. the act or sound of 
scuffing. 4. a mark, as from scraping or wear. 

scuf-fle (skuffal) /'skafol/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to struggle in a rough, disorderly manner: scuf- 
fling with the mugger. —n. [count] 2. a rough, confused 
fight. 

scull (skul) /skal/ n. [count] 1. a light, narrow racing 
boat propelled by rowing. —v. 2. to move a boat along: 
[~ + obj]: to scull a boat on the river. [no obj): boats 
sculling on the river. 

scullery (skula rē, skul/ré) /'skaloriy, ‘skalriy/ n. 
[count], pl. -ler-ies. a room off a kitchen where food is 
prepared and utensils cleaned and stored. 

scul-lion (skul/yan) /'skalyan/ n. [count] a kitchen serv- 
ant. 

sculpt (skulpt) /skalpt/ v. 1. to carve, model, or make by 
sculpture: [no Obj]: The artist sculpts in wood. [~ + obj]: 
to sculpt figures of marble. 2. [~ + obj] to make some- 
thing into a certain form by sculpture: The wind and rains 
had sculpted fantastic shapes out of the rock. 

sculp-tor (skulp/tər) /'skalptər/ n. [count] one who 
sculpts. 

sculp-ture (skulp/chər) /'skalptfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur- 
ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the art of carving or modeling art 
in three dimensions, as by using marble, metal, etc. 2. 
[noncount}) such works of art thought of as a group: 
studying the sculpture of Auguste Rodin. 3. [count] a 
piece of such work: a sculpture by Rodin. —v. [~ + obj] 
4. to carve or model (a piece of scirlpture): to sculpture a 
statue. 5. to produce an image of (someone or Some- 
thing) in this way: The artist wished to sculpture her from 
the first day he saw lier. ~sculp/tureal, adj. 

scum (skum) /skam/ n. [noncount] 1. a layer of matter 
on the surface of a liquid: pond sci. 2. low, worthless 
people: Those gangsters are truly the scinn of the earth. 
scum/my, idj., -mi-er, -mi-est. 

scup-per (skup/or) /'skapor/ n. (count) 1. an opening at 
the edge of a ship’s deck that allows water to drain away. 
2. any opening in the side of a building for draining off 
rainwater. 

scur-ril-ous (sktir’a las, skur/-) /'sksrolos, 'skar-/ adj. 
rude, improper, and insulting: scurrilous attacks against 
his opponent. ~ scurerilei-ty (ska rii te) /ska'rilitiy/ r. 
[norcourt]) ~ scur/ril-ousely, adv. 

scurery (skire, skur/ē) /'sksriy, ‘skariy/ v., -ried, -ry- 
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ing, n., pi -ries. —v. [no obj] 1. to move in a great 
hurry: scurried around trying to get everything ready for 
the wedding. —n. [count] 2. a scurrying rush. 

scurevy (sktir/vé) /'skarviy/ n., adj., -vieer, -virest. —n. 
[nonconnt] 1. a disease marked by swollen and bleeding 
gums, caused by a lack of vitamin C. —adj. 2. deserving 
contempt: despicable. —scur-viely (skiir/va lē) /'skarvo- 
liy/ adv. 

scut-tle! (skut/l) /'skatl/ n. [count] 1. a deep bucket for 
carrying coal. 2. a broad, shallow basket. 

scut-tle? (skut/l) /‘skatl/ v. [no obj], -tled, -tling. to run 
with short, quick steps: mice scuttling along the floor. 

scut-tle? (skut/l) /‘skatl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. [count] 
1. a. a small hatch in the deck, side, or bottom of a ves- 
sel. b. a cover for this. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to sink (a ves- 
sel) deliberately by opening hatches: Prepare to scuttle 
the ship. 3. to abandon or destroy (plans, etc.): He scut- 
tled his plans to run for president. 

scut-tle-butt (skut/I but’) /‘skatl,bat/ n. [noncount] In- 
formal. rumor; gossip: Office scuttlebult says we are go- 
ing to be fired, is it true? 

scuzzey (skuz/é) /'skaziy/ adj., -ver, -iest. Slang. dirty: 
disgusting: a scuzzy old sweater. 

scythe (sith) /sayd/ n., v, scythed, scything. —n. 
[count] 1. a tool that is a long, curving blade fastened at 
an angle to a handle, for cutting grass, grain, etc., by 
hand. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cut or mow with a scythe. 

SD, an abbreviation of: 1. South Dakota. 2. standard de- 
viation. 

S.D., an abbreviation of: 1. South Dakota. 2. special de- 
livery. 3. standard deviation. 

SE, an abbreviation of: 1. southeast. 2. southeastern. 

sea (sé) /siy/ n. 1. the salt waters that cover the greater 
part of the earth's surface; ocean: [count]: the seven 
seas. [noncount]: The early settlers traveled great dis- 
tances by sea. 2. (count; usually: the + ~] a division of 
these waters, marked off by land boundaries: The Dead 
Sea is between Israel and Jordan. 3. [count] a large 
wave: The heavy seas almost drowned us. 4. [count] an 
overwhelming amount: a sea of faces. —adj. [before a 
noun} 5. of, relating to, or suited for use at sea. 
—Idiom. 6. at sea, a. on the ocean: We'd beer at sea 
for only a few weeks. b. [be + ~] confused; perplexed; 
uncertain: was totally at sea in his new job. 

sea’ anemone, n. [count] a solitary marine polyp with 
flowerlike tentacles. 

seabed (sé/bed’) /'siy,bed/ n. [count] Also, sea-floor 
(sé/flér’) /'siy,flor/. the bottom of the sea; the ground at 
the bottom of the sea. 

sea-board (sé/bord’, -bord’) /‘siy,bord, -,-bowrd/ n. 1. 
the line where land and sea meet. 2. a region or area of 
land bordering a seacoast: the eastern seaboard. 

sea-coast (sé/kost’) /‘siy, kowst/ n. [count] the land im- 
mediately next to the sea. 

sea-far-er (sé@/far’ar) /'siy,fearar/ n. [connt] 1. a sailor. 
2. a traveler on the sea. —sea/far/ine, adj.: The Vikings 
were a seafaring people. 

sea-food (sé/food’) /'siy,fuwd/ n. [noncount] any fish or 
shellfish from the sea used for food. 

sea-go-ing (sé/g0/ing) /'siy,gowin/ adj. [before a noun) 
designed or fit for going to sea: seagoing Ships. 

sea’ gull’, n. [count] a gull, esp. one living near the 
sea. 

sea’ horse’ or sea’horse’, n. [count] a fish of the 
pipefish family, having a curled tail, a long snout, and a 
head and neck resembling that of a horse. 

seal’ (sél) /siyl/ n. [count] 1. an emblem, symbol, etc., 
placed on something to show its authenticity: the presi- 
dent's seal of office on the letterhead. 2. a stamp, etc., 
engraved with such an emblem, etc., for stamping the 
design on paper, wax, etc. 3. a piece of wax or similar 
material stuck on to a document, envelope, etc., that 
must be broken when the object is opened: The seal was 
broken, proving that someone had already read this let- 
ter. 4. anything that closes or secures a thing: a seal on 
the bottle. 5. anything that serves as a sign to give as- 
surance, promise, or confirmation: the seal of approval. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. to place a seal on (something) to show 
authority, testimony, etc.: to seal the document. 7. to 
close with a fastening that must be broken to open: to 
seal a letter in the envelope. 8. to fasten by or as if by a 
seal: My lips are sealed, | won't tell anyone. 9. to decide 
in a way that will not be changed: His temper tantrum in 
front of the boss sealed his fate. 10. seal off, a. to close 
so tightly that what is inside cannot escape: [~ + off + 
obj): The submarine’s hatches sealed off the flooded 
rooms. [~ + obj + off}: to seal the rooms off. b. to 
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block all entrances or exits to or from, as or as if with a 
police barricade: [~ + off + obj): The police have sealed 
off the building. [~ + obj + off}: to seal it off. —sealer, 
n. (count) 

seal? (sél) /siyl/ n., pl. seals, (esp. when thought of as a 
group for 1) seal, v. —n. 1. [count] a fish-eating mam- 
mal with flippers, that lives in or near the sea. 2. [non- 
count) the skin or fur of such an animal. 3. (moncomnt] 
leather made from this skin. —v. [mo obj] 4. to hunt, kill, 
or capture seals. —seal/er, n. [count) 

seal-ant (sé/lant) /'siylont/ n. (cont) a liquid, paint, 
etc., that is applied to a surface and dries to form a wa- 
tertight coating. 

sea’ legs’, n. [phirral] the ability to adjust one’s balance 
to the motion of a ship at sea: After a few days on the 
boat he finally got his sea legs. 

sea/ lev/el, n. [nonconnt) the average or mean level of 
the surface of the sea between high and low tide: The 
towns along the east coast are at sea level. 

sea’ li/on, n. (cont) a large-eared seal having a blunt 
nose and a small amount of underfur. 

seam (sem) /siym/ n. [count] 1. the line formed by sew- 
ing together pieces of cloth, etc. 2. any line formed by 
two edges that come together. 3. Geology. a thin layer of 
a mineral. —Idiom. 4. bursting at the seams, to be 
so full as to be overcrowded: The stadinm was bursting 
at the seams. 5. fall apart at the seams, to disinte- 
grate; to be in very bad condition: When their best 
teacher left, the school fell apart at the seams. 

seasman (sé/man) /'siyman/ n. [count], pl. -men. 1. a 
person who assists in the handling and navigating of a 
vessel, esp. One below the rank of officer; sailor. 2. an 
enlisted person in the U.S. Navy ranking below petty offi- 
cer. —sea/mansship’, n. [noncountg] 

seam-less (sém/las) /'siymlas/ adj. 1. not having seams. 
2. not having clear divisions into parts; smooth: a seam- 
less move from one scene to another. —seam/less-ly, 
adv.: The plot moves seamlessly from one location to an- 
other. 

seamstress (sém/stris) /‘siymstris/ n. [count] a woman 
who sews, esp. aS a profession. 

seamry (sé/mé) /'siymiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. disagreeable; 
dirty; sordid: Police officers see the seamy side Of life. 

s@-ance (sd/ans) /'scyans/ n. [count] a meeting in which 
a person or persons attempt to communicate with the 
spirits of the dead. 

sea-plane (sé/plan’) /‘siy,pleyn/ n. [count] an airplane 
with floats for water takeoffs and landings. 

sea-port (sé/pdrt’, -port’) /'siy,port, -,powrt/ n. [court] 
1. a port or harbor that can take in seagoing vessels. 2. 
a town or city at such a place. 

sear (sēr) /sior/ v., [~ + obj] to scorch or char the sur- 
face of: to sear the beef. 

search (stirch) /sartf/ v. 1. to look through (a place, etc.) 
to find something lost: [~ + obj + for + obj): 
I searched the house for my keys. [~ + for + obj): 
I searched for my keys. 2. to examine (a person, etc.) to 
find something hidden: [~ + obj + for + obj): The po- 
tice searched his car for the drugs. [~ + for + obj]: They 
were Searching for drugs. 3. to explore or examine in or- 
der to discover: [~ + obj + for + obj): They searched 
the hills for gold. [~-+ for + obj): Scientists are search- 
ing for a cure for AIDS. [~ + out + obj}: to search out 
all the facts. 4. [~ + obj] to examine (a record, writing, 
etc.) for information: to search a property title. 5$. [7 + 
obj] to look into, question, or think carefully about: 
Search your conscience. 6. to command software to find 
certain words, letters, or characters in (an electronic file): 
[~ + obj + for + obj]: to search a database for all in- 
stances of “U.S.” and replace them with “United States.” 
[~ + for + obj): to search for alt instances of “U.S.” —n. 
{count} 7. an act or instance of searching: The computer 
search takes only seconds. — Idiom. 8. in search of, 
looking for; trying to find: early explorers in search of 
gold. —search/er, n. (count) 

search-ing (sir/ching) /'s3artfin/ adj. {usually: before a 
nonn) 1. sharply observing or penetrating: gave me a 
searching look. 2. examining carefully: a searching in- 
spection. 

search-light (surch/lit’) /‘sartf,layt/ n. [count] 1. a de- 
vice for throwing a powerful beam of light in any direc- 
tion. 2. a beam of light so thrown. 

sear-ing (sér/ing) /‘siorin/ adj. 1. causing a sharp feel- 
ing of burning or as if burning: the searing pain of the 
bullet entering his arm. 2. fiery in emotion, intense feel- 
ing, or criticism; scorching: a searing Speech. 


sea-scape (se’skap’) /'siy,skcyp/ n. (count) 1. a sketch, 
painting, or photograph of the sea. 2. a view of the sea. 

sea-shell or sea shell (sé/shel’) /'‘siy fel/ n. [count] the 
shell of an oyster, clam, or other sea-living mollusk. 

seashore (sé/shor’, -shōr/) /'siy,for, - fowr? n. [non- 
count) land along the sea. 

sea-sick (sé/sik’) /'siy,sik/ adj. feeling dizzy, sick to 
one’s stomach, or vomiting, caused by the motion of a 
vessel at sea. —sea/sick/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

sea-side (sé/sid’) /'siy,sayd/ n. [comnt; singular; usually: 
the + ~] 1. the land along the sea; seacoast: likes to sit 
down by the seaside. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of or re- 
lating to the seaside: a seaside cottage. 

season (sé/zan) /'siyzan/ n. [cont] 1. one of the four 
main periods of the year. 2. a period of the year having 
particular weather conditions: the short rainy season in 
March. 3. a period of the year when something is availa- 
ble: the oyster season. 4. a period of the year in which 
certain conditions, activities, etc., take place: the baseball 
season. 5. a period of the year when an athletic team 
plays all of its games: a winning season last year. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 6. to give flavor to (food) by adding salt, pepper, 
etc.: Season the food lightly. 7. to enhance: The conver- 
sation was seasoned with her wit. 8. to make prepared, 
esp. by having had experience: His years in Moscow sea- 
soned him to bureaucracies. 9. to prepare for use, as by 
drying: to season timber. —Idiom. 10. in good sea- 
son, in enough time; early. 11. in season, a. in the 
proper time or state for use: Asparagirs is now in season. 
b. in the period regulated by law, as for hunting. c. (of an 
animal, esp. female) in heat. 12. out of season, not in 
season. 

sea-son-a-ble (sé/za na bal) /'siyzanabal/ adj. suitable 
to or proper for the season: seasonable ternperatires. 

sea-soneal (sé/za nl) /'siyzanl/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
the seasons of the year or some particular season; peri- 
odical: seasonal work picking grapes. —n. [count] 2. a 
seasonal employee or product. —sea/sonealely, adv. 

sea-soned (sé/zand) /'siyzond/ adj. experienced; having 
had practice or experience: a seasoned reporter. 

sea-son-ing (sē/zə ning) /'siyzanin/ n. something, such 
as salt or a spice, for improving or adding to the flavor of 
food: [nonconnt]: add a little seasoning to the salad. 
(count): A seasoning that would work well here is basil. 

sea’son tick/et, n. [cont] a ticket for a series of 
events, or that may be used for a period of time. 

seat (sét) /siyt/ n. [cownt] 1. something to support a 
person in a sitting position, as a chair: His seat is over 
there. 2. the part of something on which one sits: fo re- 
pair a broken chair seat. 3. the buttocks, or the part of 
the garment covering the buttocks: wet paint on the seat 
of his pants. 4. something on which the base of an ob- 
ject rests, or the base itself. 5. a place in which some- 
thing occurs: a college as a seat of learning. 6. a place in 
which power is placed or located: Washington is the seat 
of the U.S. government. 7. a right to sit as a member, as 
in a legislative or financial body: a seat on the stock ex- 
change. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to place on a seat: seated him- 
self by the window. 9. to guide to a seat: The ushers 
seated her in the front row. 10. {not: be + ~ing] to 
provide with seats: a theater that seats 1200 people. 11. 
to install in a position of authority. 12. to attach to 
something as a base: Seat the telescope on the tripod. 
—Idiom. 13. by the seat of one’s pants, using experi- 
ence and/or guesswork: had to land the plane by the seat 
of her pants. 

seat’ belt’, n. [count] an arrangement of straps de- 
signed to keep a vehicle passenger firmly secure. 

seat-ing (sé/ting) /‘siytin/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the arrange- 
ment or providing of seats, as in a theater: The seating in 
the theater is uncomfortable. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of 
or relating to seats or to those who are sitting: the seat- 
ing plans for the wedding. 

sea/ ur/chin, n. (cont) a small, round sea animal with 
a shell of plates covered with spines. 

seaward (sé/werd) /'siyword/ adv. 1. Also, sea’wards. 
toward the sea. —adj. (before a noun) 2. facing or tend- 
ing toward the sea. 3. coming from the sea: a seaward 
wind. —n. [noncount)] 4. the direction toward the sea. 

sea-way (sé/wa’) /'siy,wey/ n. [count] 1. a way over the 
sea. 2. a waterway for oceangoing vessels to a port that 
is otherwise landlocked: the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

sea-weed (sé/wéd’) /'siy,wiyd/ n. [noncount] any of 
various green plants of the sea. 

sea-wor-thy (se/wur/the) /'siy,wardiy/ adj., -thi-er, -thi- 
est. (of a vessel) fitted and safe for a voyage at sea. 
—sea/wor’thi-ness, 77. [nonconnt] 


sec to section 


sec’ (sek) /sek/ adj. (of wine) dry; not sweet. 

sec’ (sek) /sek/ n. [count; usually singular usually: a + 
~] a second: Wait a sec; Fm not ready yet. 

sec, an abbreviation of: 1. second. 2. secretary. 3. sec- 
tion. 

se-cede (si séd/) /st'siyd/ v. [~ + from + obj], -ced-ed, 
-ced-ing. to withdraw officially from an alliance, federa- 
tion, etc.: The Confederate States claimed the right to se- 
cede frorn the Union. See -cede-. 

secession (si sesh%an) /si'sefan/ n. [Noncount) an act 
or instance of seceding. —se-ces/sion-ist, n. [count] 
See -CEDE-. 

se-clude (si kld0d/) /si'kluwd/ v. [~ + obj], -clud-ed, 
-clud-ing. 1. to remove from social contact and activity: 
sechided himself with his computer. 2. to shut off; keep 
apart: They sechided the garden from the rest of the 
property. —se-clud/ed, adj. 

se-cluesion (si klo0’zhan) /si'kluw3an/ n. [poncount) the 
state of being secluded; solitude: now lives a life of seclu- 
sion. —se-clu/sive, adj. 

second! (sek/and) /‘sekond/ adj. 1. next after the first; 
next after the first in place, time, etc.: the second person 
in command. 2. [before a nonn) alternate: every second 
week. 3. [before a noun) (in music) being the lower of 
two parts for the same instrument or voice: second alto. 
4. [before a noun) other; another: The judge was like a 
second Solomon. —n. 5. [count] one who aids or sup- 
ports another. 6. [nonconnt] second gear: The gearshift 
sticks when I try to shift into second. 7. Usually, 
seconds. [plural an additional helping of food: Can we 
have seconds on the turkey? 8. (in parliamentary proce- 
dure) [count] a. one who expresses formal support of a 
motion. b. an act or instance of such support: There is a 
motion before you; do | hear a second? 9. [count] Usu- 
ally, seconds. [phirai goods of less than the highest 
quality. —v. [~ + obj] 10. (in parliamentary procedure) 
to express formal support of (a motion, etc.), as a neces- 
sary step before further discussion or voting: / second 
the motion. —adv. 11. in the second place: The catcher 
is batting second. —Idiom. 12. second to none, [of 
ten: be + ~] very good; the best: an athlete who is 
clearly second to none. —sec/ondely, adv. 

sec-ond? (sek’and) /'sekand/ n. [count] 1. the sixtieth 
part of a minute of time. 2. a moment or instant: H takes 
only a second to phone. 3. the sixtieth part of a minute 
of a measure of an angle, often represented by the sign 
” as in 30”, which is read as “30 seconds.” 

sec-ond-arey (sekan der/é) /‘sekon,deriy/ adj. 1. next 
after the first in order, rank, or time: Secondary school 
coines after primary school. 2. not primary or original: 
secondary sources. 3. of lesser importance: an issue of 
secondary importance. 4. following as a result of some- 
thing else: a secondary infection. —sec-ondear-irly 
(sekfan der’a lē, sekan dar/-) /'sekən,deroliy, 
wsekon'deor-/ adv. 

sec’/ondary school’, n. a high school, ranking be- 
tween a primary school and a college: [noncount): st- 
dents in secondary school are in the seventh grade or 
above. [count]: The new curricuhim has not been ac- 
cepted in most secondary schools. 

sec’ond class’, n. [noncount) 1. the class of seating 
below first class but above third class. —adj., sec- 
ond-class’. 2. of a secondary quality: second-class seat- 
ing. 3. second-rate; not excellent: The university was now 
a second-class institution. 4. not allowed to have certain 
rights or privileges: treated like second-class Citizens. 
sec’ond-guess/, v. [~ + obj] 1. to criticize or correct 
(someone, or someone's actions) after something has 
happened: H's easy to second-guess him now for what he 
did. 2. to predict the actions or intentions of: tried to 
second-guess his partner. 

sec’ond hand’, n. [count] 1. the hand that indicates 
the seconds on a clock. —-Idiom. 2. at second hand, 
through a secondary or intermediate source: heard the 
news at second hand. —adj., seceond-hand (sek/and- 
hand’) /'‘sekond'hiend/. 3. not directly known or experi- 
enced: secondhand knowledge. 4. previously owned: 
secondhand clothes. 5. selling or buying previously used 
goods: a secondhand bookseller. —adv. 6. after another 
user or owner: He bought it secondhand. 7. indirectly; at 
second hand: / heard the news secondhand. 

sec’ond na/ture, n. [noncount) a way of thinking or 
acting so deeply fixed as to appear automatic: After a 
while, using a mouse on the computer became second 
nature to Hirn. 

sec/ond per/son, 1. (noncount) (in grammar) the form 
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used when a person is spoken to or addressed: /n Eng- 
lish the pronoun “you” is in the second person. 

sec/ond-rate/, adj. of lesser or lower quality; of lesser 
or minor importance: a second-rate college. 

sec’ond-sto’ry man’, n. [count] a burglar who enters 
through an upstairs window. 

sec’ond string’, n. [count] the squad of players avail- 
able to replace or relieve those who start a game. 
—sec/’ond-string/er, n. [count] 

sec’ond thought’, n. [count] Often, second 
thoughts. [plural an act of reconsidering a previous ac- 
tion, position, etc., often because of doubts as to its cor- 
rectness: We had second thoughts about firing her. 

sec/ond wind’ (wind) /wind/ n. [count] 1. the return of 
ease in breathing after being exhausted because of phys- 
ical exertion, as in running: got his second wind after the 
first few miles of the race. 2. the energy for a new effort 
to continue: Getting a new computer gave her a second 
wind in completing the project. 

se-creecy (sée/kra sé) /'siykrasiy/ n. [poncount) the state 
or condition of being secret: a meeting held in strictest 
secrecy. 

se-cret (sé/krit) /‘siykrit/ adj. 1. done or made without 
the knowledge of others: a secret meeting. 2. kept from 
general knowledge: a secret password. 3. hidden from 
sight; concealed: a secret entrance. —n. [count] 4. 
something secret, hidden, or concealed: kept several se- 
crets from her husband. 5. a reason or explanation not 
easily seen or understood: What is the secret of her suc- 
cess? 6. a method, plan, etc., known to a few: a trade 
secret. —-Idiom. 7. in secret, so as to remain hidden; 
secretly: They met in secret. —se/cret-ly, adv. 

sec-re-tareieal (sek/ra tar/é al) /sekra'teoriyal/ adj. of 
or relating to a secretary: secretarial duties. 

sec-re-tareieat (sek/ri tar’/é at) /sekri'teoriyot/ n. 
[count] the office or the officials with administrative du- 
ties, maintaining records, etc.: the secretariat of the 
United Nations. 

sec-re-tar-y (sek/ri ter/é) /'sekri,teriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-tar-ies. 1. one whose job is to do work in a business of- 
fice, such as typing, filing, and answering phones. 2. one 
whose job is to take care of private or individual letters, 
files, etc., of a business executive, official, etc.: Her pri- 
vate secretary sent out the letters and arranged her 
meetings. 3. a person in charge of records, letters, etc., 
as for a company, club, etc.: The job of department sec- 
retary meant typing up the minutes of every meeting. 4. 
[often: Secretary] an officer of a government whose job is 
the management of a department of government: the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 5. a diplomatic official who as- 
sists an ambassador. 6. a piece of furniture for use as a 
writing desk. 

se-crete’ (si krét’) /si'kriyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cret-ed, 
-cret-ing. to give off or produce (a chemical substance): 
The pituitary gland secretes a growth hormone. 

se-crete’ (si krét’) /si'kriyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cret-ed, 
-cret-ing. to place out of sight; hide: He quickly secreted 
the disk in his desk drawer. 

secretion (si kré/shan) /si'kriyfon/ n. 1. [noncount) 
(in a cell or gland) the process of producing and releas- 
ing a hormone within the organism: the secretion of 
growth hormone from the pituitary gland. 2. [count] the 
(usually chemical) product of this process: secretions 
from the snake's poison gland. 

se-cre-tive (sé/kri tiv, si kré/-) /‘siykritiv, si'kriy-/ adj. 
having or showing a desire for secrecy: He was pretty se- 
cretive about his new assigninent. —se/cre-tiverly, adv. 
—se/’cre-tive-ness, n. (noncount) 

se/cret serv/ice, n. [count] 1. the branch of a govern- 
ment service that conducts secret investigations, esp. re- 
garding foreign spying. 2. [Secret Service; usually: the + 
~] a branch of the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
chiefly responsible for protecting the president. 

sect (sekt) /sekt/ n. [count] 1. a body of people following 
a particular religious faith; a denomination. 2. a group 
differing from a generally accepted religious tradition. 3. 
any group united by a specific doctrine. See -sEQ-. 

-sect-, root. -sect- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “cut.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
BISECT, DISSECT, INTERSECT, RESECTION, SECTION, SECTOR, VIVI- 
SECTION. 

secetar-isan (sek tar’é an) /sek'teariyan/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to religious sects. 2. narrowly confined or limited 
in interest, etc.: Sectarian concerns must give way to the 
general good. —sec-tar/iean-ism, n. [noncount) See 
-SEQ-. 


sec-tion (sek’shan) /'sekfon/ m. 1. [count] a distinct, 
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separate part of anything, such as a community: one of 
the nicer sections of town. 2. [count] a distinct part of a 
newspaper, etc.: the sports section. [Noncount; before a 
number): The phrase is found in article VI, section Il. 3. 
[count] a part cut off or separated; one of a number of 
parts that can be fitted together to make a whole: Two 
sections of pipe had come loose. 4. [count] a drawing or 
diagram of an object as it would appear if cut through a 
side, showing its internal parts or structure: a cross sec- 
tion. 5. [count] a division of an orchestra containing all 
the instruments of one class: the brass section. —v. (~ 
+ obj) 6. to divide into sections. 7. to cut through so as 
to show a Section. See -SECT-. 

sec-tion-al (sek/sha nl) /‘sekfanl/ adj. 1. of or limited to 
a particular region or area: The high school team played 
in the sectional finals. 2. composed of sections: a sec- 
tional sofa. 3. of or relating to a section: a sectional view 
of the brain. —n. [count] 4. a sofa made of sections that 
can be arranged in combinations. See -sect-. 

sec-tor (sek/tar) /‘sektor/ n. [count] 1. the area that a 
military unit is assigned to defend. 2. a distinct part, esp. 
of society: the business sector. 3. a section or zone, as 
of a city. 4. a part cut off from the whole: a sector of a 
circle. See -SECT-. 

sec-u-lar (sek/ya lar) /'sekyalor/ adj. not relating to or 
concerned with religion: secular music. —sec/u-lar-ism, 
n. [noncount] —sec/uelareist, n. [count] 

sec-uslar-ize (sek/ya la riz’) /'sekyələ,rayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to make secular: to secularize a reli- 
gious holiday. —sec-u-lar-i-za-tion (sek/ya lar ə za/- 
shan) /,sekyalora'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 

se-cure (si kydor’) /si'kyur/ adj., -cur-er, -cur-est, v., 
-cured, -cur-ing. —adj. 1. of or relating to security: They 
kept the jewels secure in the bank. 2. not liable or likely 
to fail, give way, etc.: He Nad a secure grip on the rope. 
3. providing safety; kept in a safe place: a secure hiding 
place. 4. free from anxiety: emotionally secure. 5. cer- 
tain; confident: secure in his religious belief. 6. safe from 
being intercepted by unauthorized persons: secure radio 
communications. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to get hold of; obtain: 
to secure a new job. 8. to free from danger or harm; 
make safe: to secure the town from flooding. 9. to make 
certain of; ensure: The novel secured his reputation. 10. 
to make fast or tight: to secure a rope. 11. to assure 
payment of (a debt) by pledging property: to secure a 
loan. 12. to fasten against intruders: Secure your doors 
and windows. 13. to tie up the arms or hands of: to se- 
cure the prisoners. —se-cure/ly, adv.: Be sure your 
seatbelt is fastened securely. See -CURA-. 

se-curristy (si kydor/i tē) /si'kyuritiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount) freedom from danger, risk, etc.; safety: Job 
security was an important issue. 2. [noncount)] freedom 
from care, anxiety, or doubt: a false feeling of security liv- 
ing at home. 3. [noncount) something that protects; de- 
fense. 4. [Noncount] freedom from financial cares: secu- 
rity in their old age. 5. [noncount]) precautions against 
crime, sabotage, etc.: in charge of plant security. 6. 
(noncount] a department responsible for safety: Call Se- 
curity; | think there's a shoplifter on the loose. 7. [non- 
count] steps taken to prevent escape: a prisoner held in 
maximum security. 8. [noncount] something given as a 
guarantee for paying back a loan: What can you offer as 
security for the loan? 9. securities, [plural] stocks and 
bonds. See -CURA-. 

secu/rity blan’ket, n. [count] 1. a blanket carried by 
a child to provide a feeling of safety. 2. an object whose 
presence gives a feeling of security. 

secy or sec’y, an abbreviation of: secretary. 

se-dan (si dan’) /si'den/ n. [count] 1. an enclosed auto- 
mobile body having two or four doors and seating four or 
more persons. 2. a car with this type of body. 

se-date (si dat’) /st'dcyt/ adj., v., -dat-ed, -dat-ing. 
—adj. 1. calm, quiet, or composed: Unlike her lively 
friend, she was quiet and sedate. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
cause to become sleepy or calm, as by taking a sedative: 
The nurse sedated the patient before the operation. 
—se-date/ly, adv.: She glided sedately down the hall. 
—se-da-tion (si da’shan) /si'deyfan/ n. [noncount): The 
patient is under sedation. 

sed-a-tive (sed/a tiv) /'sedativ/ adj. 1. causing a feeling 
of calm; soothing: a sedative drug. —n. [count] 2. a sub- 
stance that calms or causes sleepiness. 

sed-en-tar-y (sed/n ter’é) /'sedn,teriy/ adj. 1. showing 
or requiring a sitting posture: a sedentary occupation. 2. 
having or showing inactivity and lack of exercise: led a 
sedentary life. 


sed-iement (sed’e mant) /‘sedomont/ n. 1. the matter 
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that settles to the bottom of a liquid; dregs: [nonconnt): 
brownish sediment in the drinking water. [count]: an ugly 
sediment in the bottorn of the glass. 2. mineral or sand 
deposited by the action of water, air, or ice: [noncount): 
The flood waters deposited sediment on the land. 
[count]: a sediment of coal. —sed-iemen-ta-tion (sed/a- 
man ta/shan) /,sedaman'teyfan/ n. (noncount] 
sed-iemen-ta-ry (sed’a men/ta rē) /,seda'mentoriy/ also 
sed-i-men-tal (sed’a men/tl) /,seda'ment!/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to sediment: sedimentary matter at the bottom 
of the glass. 2. formed by the matter deposited by the 
action of water, air, or ice: sedimentary rocks. 
se-di-tion (si dish’an) /si'difon/ n. [Noncount] action in- 
tended to cause rebellion against a government. 
se-di-tious (si dish’as) /s1'difas/ adj. of or relating to 
sedition: seditious writings. 
se-duce (si ddos’, -dyoos’) /si'duws, -'dyuws/ v. [~ + 
obj], -duced, -duc-ing. 1. to tempt (someone) to have 
Sexual intercourse. 2. to win over; entice: The warm 
Spring day seduced her froi her work. —se-duc/er, n. 
[count] See -puc-. 
se-duc-tion (si duk/shan) /si'dakfon/ n. 1. the act of 
seducing: [noncount): planning seduction. [connt)]: his 
many seductions. 2. [count] something attractive and ap- 
pealing: the seductions of a glamorous career. See -DUC-. 
se-duc-tive (si duk/tiv) /st'daktrv/ adj. of or relating to 
seduction: a seductive offer to switch companies; a se- 
ductive smile. See -ouc-. 
see’ (sé) /siy/ v., saw (SO) /so/ seen (sén) /siyn/ see-ing. 
—v. 1. [not: be + ~ing) to view (something) with the 
eyes; look at: [~ + obj): I saw her in the park. [~ + obj 
+ verb-ing): | saw her running in the park. (~ + obj + 
root form of verb]: | saw him shoot the police officer. 2. 
[not: be + ~-ing; no obj) to have the power of sight: He 
cant see; he's been blind from birth. 3. (~ + obj] to 
view, aS a spectator: / saw a good movie last night. 4. 
[not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to scan or view, esp. by elec- 
tronic means: When the electronic eye sees you, the door 
opens automatically. 5. [not: be + ~-ing] to grasp 
(things) mentally; to understand: [~ + obj]: I see your 
point. [~ + clause]: | see that you meant it; sorry | 
doubted you. [no obf): Don't you see; we want to help 
you! 6. [not: be + ~-ing] to form a mental image of: [~ 
+ obj): | can't see him as president. [~ + obj + verb- 
ing): | cant see him running things. 7. [~ + obj] to im- 
agine or believe that one sees something: You must be 
Seeing things; there's nothing here. 8. [not: be + ~ing] 
to be aware of; recognize: to see his mistakes. 9. [no 
obj) (used as a polite request to draw the attention of 
someone to something): See, here it comes. 10. [not: be 
+ ~ing] to discover; find out: [~ + obj]: See who is at 
the door. [no obj): If you don't believe me, then here, 
see for yourself. 11. [not: be + ~-ing] to read or read 
about: [~ + obj]: I saw it in the newspaper. [~ + that 
clause]: | saw in the newspaper that your store carries 
these computers. 12. [~ + obj] to have knowledge or 
experience of: to see combat. 13. [~ + that Clause] to 
make sure: See that the door is locked. Compare see to 
below. 14. [~ + obj] to meet and converse with; visit: 
Why don't you come and see ine? 15. [~ + obj] to re- 
ceive (someone) as a visitor: mot allowed to see anyone 
until after the operation. 16. [~ + obj] to court or date 
frequently: Weve been seeing each other for the last 
year. 17. [~ + obj] to escort or accompany: It's late; 
why dont I see you home. 18. [no obj) (used with the 
subject pronouns / and we, or after tet and the object 
pronouns me or us, to indicate a pause) to think; con- 
sider: Let me see, what was his name? Let's see; does 
this round peg fit in the square hole? 19. see about, [~ 
+ abont + obj) a. to inquire about; investigate: It's his 
job to see about what his teachers are doing. b. Also, 
see after. to take care of; to attend to: Let me see about 
that and I'll call you back. 20. see off, to accompany 
(someone about to go on a journey) to the place of de- 
parture: [~ + off + obj): We went to the airport to see 
off my aunt and uncle. [~ + obj + off}: to see them off. 
21. see out, [~ + obj + out] to escort to an outer door: 
He saw her out the door with a smile. 22. see through, 
a. [~ + through + obj) to figure out the nature of 
(someone), esp. to detect or discover a lie: saw right 
through his excuses. b. [~ + obj + through] to remain 
with until completion: Dont quit now; let's see this job 
through, 23. see to, [~ + to + obj) to take care of; at- 
tend to; see about: VI see to all the travel arrangernents. 
——Idiom. 24. see red, Informal. to become enraged: 
He saw red when he found that he'd have to pay once 
again for the same repairs. —/ Usage. Compare the 
words see and took. The verb Look refers to a much 
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more active sense in which the subject uses the eyes, 
moves them, turns the head, and generally participates 
more in the action: / looked at the people nishing by (= 
I moved my eyes, perhaps even turning my head to ob- 
serve them). The verb see is much less active and implies 
less participation by the subject; with this verb, the image 
of the object simply strikes the subject’s eyes, and the 
subject does much less: / saw her standing there (= The 
image of her standing there sirnply struck my eyes; | had 
very little to do with the activity). Whenever a meaning of 
a verb implies activity or participation, there is a good 
chance the PROGRESSIVE aspect ([be + ~-ing]) may be 
used: / was looking at the people rushing by. | have been 
seeing her (= dating) for two years. But when the action 
of a verb does not imply continuing activity or participa- 
tion by the subject, the progressive aspect is not used, 
which is why see so often does not allow the progressive 
aspect: / saw her standing there (NOT: | was seeing 
RER 

see? (sē) /siy/ n. [count] the seat, center of authority, or 
office of a bishop. 

seed (sēd) /styd/ n., pl. seeds, (esp. when thought of as 
a group) seed, v., adj. —n. 1. [count] the usually small, 
hard part of a plant that grows into a new plant: The 
farmer planted his seeds in the spring. 2. [noncount] 
such parts thought of as a group: to purchase enough 
seed for the soybean crop. 3. [count] the beginning of 
something: the seeds of discord. 4. [count] a player or 
team ranked in a tournament. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to sow 
(a field, etc.) with seed. 6. [no obj] to produce seed. 7. 
[~ + obj] to introduce in the hope of increase: to seed a 
lake with trout. 8. [~ + obj] to remove the seeds from 
(fruit). 9. [~ + obj] to rank (players or teams) by past 
performance in arranging tournament pairings: was 
seeded first in the tournament. 10. [~ + obj) to develop 
(a business), esp. by providing operating capital. —adj. 
[before a noun] 11. producing seed; used for seed: a 
seed potato. —Idiom. 12. go or run to seed, a. (of 
the flower of a plant) to pass to the stage of providing 
seed. b. to fall apart or decline, as in health or appear- 
ance: He had gone to seed: gaining weight, turning pale, 
losing hair. —seed/er, n. [count] —seed/less, adj.: 
seedless oranges. 

seed-ling (séd/ling) /'siydlin/ n. [count] 1. a plant or 
tree grown from a seed. 2. any young plant. 

seed’ mon/ey, n. [noncount] money used as capital 
for the beginning stages of a new business. 

seed-y (sē/dē) /'siydiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. containing 
many seeds. 2. poorly kept; run-down: a seedy hotel. 3. 
poorly and untidily dressed; unkempt: A seedy desk clerk 
greeted us at the old hotel. —seed/i-ness, n. (noncoint] 

see-ing (sé/ing) /'siyin/ conj. considering; inasmuch as: 
Seeing (that) you're on a diet, we won't have dessert. 

seek (sék) /siyk/ v., sought (sot) /sot/ seek-ing. 1. to go 
in search of: [~ (+ out) + obj]: to seek (ont) a new life. 
[~ + obj (+ ont)): to seek her (out), wherever she was. 
2. [~ + obj] to try to discover, as by studying: fo seek 
the secrets of the universe. 3. [~ + obj} to try to obtain: 
to seek advice froin your attorney. 4. [~ + to + verb] to 
try or attempt: sought to convince the queen to finance 
his expedition. —seek/er, n. [count] 

seem (sem) /stym/ v. [not: be + ~-ing] 1. to appear or 
pretend to be (such): [~ + adjective]: He seemed 
friendly until | mentioned money. [~ + noun): He 
seemed a friendly sort. 2. [~ + to + verb] to appear to 
be, feel, do, etc.: Someone seems to have left a mess 
here. 3. [~ + adjective] to appear to one’s own mind, 
senses, etc.: The journey seemed long, but in fact it was 
only minutes. 4. to appear to be true or probable: [H + 
~ + adjective + to + verb): It seerns likely to rain. (It + 
~ + adjective + (that) clause): It seemed certain (that) 
there would be war. (It + ~ + (that) clause): It seems 
(that) we have a problem. 

seem-ing (sé/ming) /‘siymin/ adj. [sually: before a 
noun) apparent; appearing so; ostensible: Their team 
had a seeining advantage in that they were confident. 
seem/inge-ly (sē/ming lē) /'siymrpliy/ adv. apparently; 
evidently: a seemingly endless supply of soldiers. 
seem-ly (sém/lé) /'siymliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, fitting; 
suitable; appropriate: Your outburst during Church was 
hardly seernly. — seem/li-ness, n. (nouconnt) 

seen (sén) /siyn/ v. pp. of see’. 

seep (sep) /siyp/ v. [410 obj] to flow or ooze slowly, as 
through small openings. 

seep-age (sé/pij) /‘siypid3/ n. (voncount) 1. the act or 
process of seeping. 2. the amount of something that has 
seeped out. 
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se-er (sēr) /stor/ n. [count] one who predicts future 
events: Industry seers were predicting higher profits. 

seer-suck-er (sér/suk/ar) /'stor,sakar/ n. [noncount] a 
plain cotton fabric, usually striped and having a crinkled 
texture. 

see-saw (sē/sô/) /'siy,so/ n. [count] 1. a recreational 
device that is a long plank balanced at the middle, on 
which two children alternately ride up and down while 
seated at opposite ends. 2. any procedure in which there 
are ups and downs. —adj. [before a noun] 3. moving up 
and down, back and forth, etc.: a seesaw battle in which 
one side attacked, gained ground, and then felt back. 
—v. [no obj] 4. to ride on a seesaw: The children see- 
sawed in the park. 5. to move in a seesaw manner: 
Prices seesawed on the stock market all day. 

seethe (séth) /siy0/ v. [no obj], seethed, seeth-ing. 1. 
(of a liquid) to bubble as if boiling. 2. to be in a state of 
excitement or anger: sat there seething after listening to 
his insults. 

see’-through’, adj. 1. Also, see’-thru’. transparent: a 
see-through blouse. —n. [count] 2. a see-through item 
of clothing. 

segment (n. seg/mənt; v. seg/ment, seg ment’) / n. 
'segmont; v. 'segment, seg'ment/ n. [count] 1. one of 
the parts into which something is divided; a section: the 
three main seginents of an insect. 2. Geometry. a part 
cut off from a figure, esp. a circular or spherical one, or a 
piece of a line. —v. 3. to (cause to) separate into seg- 
ments: [~ + obj]: He segmented the line into four equal 
parts. (no obj]: The pieces of an orange segment easily. 
—seg-men-ta-tion (seg/man ta’shan) /,segman'teySon/ 
n. (noncount) 

seg-re-gate (seg/ri gat’) / 'segri,geyt / v., -gat-ed, -gat- 
ing. 1. to separate or set apart from others: [~ + obj + 
from + obj]: The hospital segregates patients who are 
contagious from the others. [~ + obj + and + obj}: 
segregating boys and girls at adolescence. 2. to require 
or impose, often with force, the separation of (a certain 
group) from the body of society: [~ + obj + from + 
obj]: segregating one ethnic group from another. [~ + 
obj + and + obj): It is illegal to segregate blacks and 
whites. [no obj): a society that segregates on the basis of 
religion. See -GREG-. 

seg-re-gastion (seg/ri ga’shon) /,segri’geyJon/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act or practice of segregating. 2. the state 
of being segregated. —seg/re-ga/tion-ist, n. (count) 
See -GREG-. 

se-gue (sa/qwa, seg/wa) /'scygwey, 'segwey/ v., -gued, 
-gue-ing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. (used as a musical direction) 
to continue at once with the next musical section. 2. to 
make a smooth shift from one item to another: From a 
discussion of the election we segued into tax reform. 
—n. (count) 3. an uninterrupted transition made between 
one musical section or composition and another. 4. an 
act of smoothly shifting or switching from one topic to 
another. See -SEQ-. 

seismic (siz’mik) /‘sayzmik/ adj. relating to, of the na- 
ture of, or caused by an earthquake or vibration of the 
earth. —seis/mi-cal-ly, adv. 

seis-mo-graph (siz’ma graf’) /‘sayzmoa,gref/ n. [count] 
an instrument for measuring and recording the vibrations 
of earthquakes. —seisemog:ra-pher (siz mog’rə far) 
/sayz'mngrofar/ n. (count) —seis’/mo-graph/ic, adj. 
—seis-mog/ra-phy, n. (noncount) See -GRAPH-. 

seissmol-ogy (siz mol’a jé) /sayz'mpləd3iy/ n. [non- 
count] the science or study of earthquakes and their 
phenomena. —seisemorlog-ic (siz mə loj/ik) /sayz- 
ma'lnd3ik/ seis’mo-log/i-cal, adj. —seis/mol/o-gist, n. 
[count] 

seize (sēz) /siyz/ v., seized, seizing. 1. to take hold 
with force; grasp: [~ + obj]: He seized a knife. [no obj]: 
to seize on a rope. 2. [~ + obj] to grasp with the mind; 
understand: to seize an idea. 3. [~ + obj} to take pos- 
session of, as if by grasping: Panic seized the crowd. 4. 
[~ + obj] to take possession of by authority; confiscate: 
The bank seized all his assets. 5. [~ + obj] to capture; 
take into custody: The police seized the two men. 6. to 
take advantage of promptly: [~ + obj]: to seize an op- 
portunity. {~ + on + obj]: He seized on the opening his 
opponent gave him. 7. (no obj; ~ + up] to have moving 
parts stop moving as a result of too much pressure or 
friction: The engine seized up in the extrerne heat. 

seizure (sé/zhar) /'siy3ər/ n. 1. an act or instance of 
seizing: [moncount): calling for seizure of their assets. 
[count]: a seizure of their assets. 2. [count] a sudden at- 
tack, as of some disease: suffered an epileptic seizure on 
the subway platform. 


667 


sel-dom (sel/dam) /‘seldom/ adv. rarely; infrequently; not 
often: We seldom see them anymore. 

se-lect (si lekt/) /si'Iekt/ v. [~ + obj} 1. to choose in 
preference; pick: Only the best students were selected for 
admission. —adj. 2. [before a noun) chosen in prefer- 
ence; preferred; choice: a select group of skaters. 3. ex- 
Clusive; limited to only a few: a select group of advisors. 
4. careful in choosing: a select college. —se-lec’tor, n. 
(count) See -Lec-. 

se-lec-tion (si lek/shan) /si'lekfon/ n. 1. (noncomnt) an 
act or instance of selecting, or the state of being se- 
lected: The selection of a president takes place every four 
years. 2. [count] a thing or things selected. 3. [count] a 
group of things displayed, as in a store: a fine selection 
of wines. 

se-lec-tive (si lek/tiv) /si'Iektiv/ adj. 1. choosing care- 
fully: is a selective shopper. 2. of or relating to a few 
chosen items; not general: selective enforcement of the 
laws. —se-lec/tive-ly, adv.: The police seem to enforce 
the traffic laws selectively. —se-lec-tiv-i-ty (si lek tiv/i tē) 
/silek'tivitiy/ n. Gnoncount] 

se-lect-eman (si lekt?/man) /si'lektman/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. (in most New England states) one of a board of 
town officers chosen to manage certain public affairs. 

self (self) /self/ n. and pron., pl. selves, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a person or thing referred to apart from 
others: one’s own self; the knowledge of self. 2. one’s 
usual nature, etc.: his better self, 3. personal interest; 
one’s own pleasure, wants, etc., without concern for 
others: always thinking of self. —pron. 4. myself, herself, 
etc.: to make a check payable to self. —adj. 5. being the 
same throughout; uniform. 

self-, prefix. 1. self- is attached to nouns to refer to 
something that one does by oneself or to oneself: self- 
control (= control of oneself; self-government; self-help. 
2. self- is also attached to adjectives and nouns to refer 
to an action done without assistance: self-adhesive; a 
self-loading gun; self-study. 

self’/-addressed’, adj. addressed for return to the 
sender. 

self/-assur/ance, n. [noncount] self-confidence. 

self/-cen/tered, adj. thinking about or interested in 
oneself only; selfish; egotistical. Also, esp. Brit., 
self/-cen/tred. 

self/-con/fidence, n. [noncount) faith in one’s own 
judgment, ability, etc. —self/-con/fident, adj. 

self’-con/scious, adj. 1. too uncomfortable about be- 
ing looked at by others. 2. conscious of oneself. —self/- 
con/sciously, adv. —self/-con/sciousness, n. (nori- 
count] 

self/-contained/’, adj. 1. containing in oneself or itself 
all that is necessary; independent: a self-contained 
spaceship. 2. not saying much or showing much emo- 
tion; reserved. 3. self-possessed; showing self-control. 

self/-control’, n. [noncount] the ability to control or 
hold back oneself or one’s actions, feelings, etc.: exhib- 
ited great self-control by not screaming at her. —self/- 
controlled’, adj. 

self/-defense’, n. [noncount] 1. the act of defending 
one’s person by force: The police officer shot the robber 
in self-defense. 2. an act or instance of protecting one’s 
own interests, etc., as by argument: “/ was just trying to 
help,” he :muttered in self-defense. Also, esp. Brit., self/- 
defence’. 

self/-deni/al, n. (noncount) the act of giving up or 
holding back one’s own desires; unselfishness. 

self/-destruct’, v. [no obj] 1. to destroy itself or one- 
self: This tape will self-destruct in five seconds. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. causing something to self-destruct: a 
self-destruct mechanism. —self/-destruc/tion, n. (non- 
count) —self/-destruc/tive, adj. 

self/-determina/tion, n. [noncount] 1. freedom to live 
as one chooses without consulting others. 2. freedom of 
a people to determine the way in which they will be gov- 
erned. —self/-deter/mined, adj. 

self/-esteem/’, n. [nonconnt] self-respect. 

self/-ev’ident, adj. evident or obvious in itself without 
demonstration: /t is self-evident that day follows night. 

self’-explan/atory, adj. needing no explanation; obvi- 
ous. 

self/-fulfill”ing, adj. 1. characterized by or bringing 
about fulfillment of oneself. 2. brought about as a result 
of being expected: /f people think the economy will get 
worse, then they don't spend, and the economy does get 
worse; it's a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

self/-gov’ernment, n. [noncount] government of a 
state by its own people. —self/-gov’erning, adj. 
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self/-im/age, n. [count] the mental image one has of 
oneself: a positive self-image. 

self/-impor/tant, adj. having or showing too high an 
opinion of one’s own importance: a self-important bu- 
reaucrat. —self/-impor/tance, 1. (roncourit) 

self’-in/terest, n. [noncount] 1. regard for one’s own 
interest, esp. with disregard for others. 2. personal ad- 
vantage: It’s in his self-interest to study a lot because he 
needs to learn English. —self/in/terest-ed, adj. 

self-ish (sel/fish) /'selfif/ adj. caring only or chiefly for 
oneself: a selfish child; selfish motives. —self/ish-ly, 
adv. —self/ish-ness, n. (noncourit] 

self-less (self/lis) /‘selflis/ adj. having little concern for 
oneself and one’s interests; unselfish. —self/less-ly, 
adv. —self/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

self/-made/’, adj. having succeeded in life unaided: a 
self-inade man who started at the bottom. 

self’-possess/ed, adj. having or showing control of 
one’s emotions, etc.; composed. 

self’-posses/sion, n. [noncount] the quality of being 
self-possessed: cool self-possession. 

self/-preserva/tion, n. [nonconnt] the act of preserv- 
ing or protecting oneself from danger. 

self’-propelled’ or self/-propel/ling, adj. 1. (of a 
vehicle) propelled by its own engine. 2. (of a gun) having 
a vehicle as a base. 

self/-reg/ulating, adj. 1. adjusting or controlling itself 
without outside controls: a self-regulating economy. 2. 
functioning automatically: a self-regulating machine. 

self/-reli“/ance, n. [noncount) reliance on one’s own 
powers or resources. —self/-reli’ant, adj. 

self/-respect’, n. [noncount) proper regard for the 
dignity of one’s character: He lost all his self-respect. 

self/-restraint’, n. [noncount) control or restraint put 
on one by oneself; self-control. 

self/-right’eous, adj. too confident of one’s own moral 
rightness, esp. when intolerant of others. —self/-right/- 
eously, adv. —self/-right’eousness, n. (noncount) 

self/-sac/rifice, n. [noncount) sacrifice of oneself or 
one’s interests for others. —self/-sac/rificing, adj. 

self-same (self”sam/’, -sam/) /‘self,scym, -'scym/ adj. 
[before a noun] being the very same: the selfsame prob- 
lem we had before. 

self/-sat/isfied, adj. feeling satisfaction with oneself, 
esp. too much satisfaction: The team was a little too self- 
satisfied after their surprising victory. 

self/-seek/ing, n. [noncount] 1. the seeking of one’s 
own selfish ends. —adj. 2. showing or having self- 
seeking; selfish. —self/-seek/er, n. [count] 

self/-serv/ice, adj. 1. of or relating to a restaurant, 
store, etc., in which customers serve themselves. 2. of or 
relating to something to be used without an attendant: 
self-service elevators. —n. [noncount] 3. the system of 
serving oneself in a commercial establishment without 
the aid of an attendant. 

self/-serv/ing, adj. serving to put one’s own selfish 
interests forward, disregarding others: It's self-serving to 
flatter the boss. 

self/-start/er, n. [count] one who shows an ability to 
work alone on a project. —self/-start/ing, adj. 

self’-styled’, adj. [before a noun) called by oneself 
(the thing mentioned), without any real right to it: a self- 
Styled leader with no followers. 

self/-suffi/cient, adj. able to supply one’s or its own 
needs without help. —self/-suffi/ciency, n. (noncount) 

self/-taught/’, adj. taught by oneself without the aid of 
formal instruction: a self-taught typist. 

self/-willed’, adj. stubborn or obstinate, as in pursuing 
one’s own wishes or aims. 

sell (sel) /sel/ v., sold (sdld) /sowld/ selling, n. —v. 1. to 
transfer (goods or property) (to someone); to do or per- 
form (services) in exchange for money (for someone): [~ 
+ obj): He sold his car. [~ + obj + to + obj]: She sold 
her car to her sister. [~ + obj + obj): sold her sister her 
old car. [no obj): He said he wasn't selling; he just 
wanted to talk to us. 2. [~ + obj] to deal in; keep or of- 
fer for sale: fo sell insurance. 3. [~ + obj] to promote or 
cause the sale of: Packaging sells many products. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to obtain, total, or achieve sales of: The record 
sold a million copies. 5. [~ + atfor + obj) to be offered 
for sale at the price indicated: This little model sells for 
$200. 6. [no obj] to be in demand by buyers: On a rainy 
day, umbrellas really sell. 7. to (cause to) be accepted, 
esp. generally: [~ + obj + to + obj]: to sell an idea to 
the public. [no obj): Now there's an idea that will really 
sell! 8. to cause or persuade to see the value of: [~ + 
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obj): He did a good job of selling himself. [~ + obj + on 
+ obj): to sell the voters on a candidate. 9. [~ + obj) to 
surrender (something, or oneself) improperly for profit or 
advantage: to sell one’s soul for power. 10. sell off, to 
rid oneself of by selling, esp. at reduced prices: [~ + off 
+ obj): to sell off last year's designs. [~ + obj + off): to 
sell old furniture off before moving. 11. sell out, a. to 
sell everything completely: [be + sold out]: The store is 
all sold out of beanbag chairs. [no obj\: The store sold 
out before we even got there! b. to betray or be disloyal 
to (one’s friend, a cause, etc.): [~ + out + obj]: He sold 
out his principles to get elected. [~ + obj + out). He 
sold them out just for his own gain. (no obj): He has sold 
out and will go along with whatever Ins boss wants. —n. 
[count] 12. an act or method of selling: a hard sell, or 
doing anything to get a sale. 13. Informal. a cheat; hoax. 
—Idiom. 14. to sell (someone) down the river, [~ + 
obj + down the river] to betray: wound up selling his 
pals down the river for a shorter sentence. 

sell-er (sel’ar) /'selor/ n. [count] 1. one whose job is to 
sell things. 2. a thing sold: That computer is our worst 
seller. 

sell’ers’ mar/ket, n. [count] a market in which goods 
and services are scarce and prices are relatively high. 
Conipare BUYERS MARKET. 

sell-out (sel/out’) /‘selawt/ n. [count] 1. a movie or 
show for which all the seats are sold. 2. a person or 
thing that betrays or is disloyal to a cause, principles, 
etc., esp. for money or personal advantage. 

selt-zer (selt/sar) /'seltsər/ n. [noncount] 1. naturally 
occurring, bubbling mineral water. 2. carbonated tap wa- 
ter. Also called selt/zer wa/’ter. 

selves (selvz) /selvz/ n. pl. of SELF. 

semantics (si man/tiks) /si'maentiks/ n. 1. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] a branch of linguistics dealing 
with the study of meaning, the ways meaning is struc- 
tured in language, and changes in meaning and form 
over time. 2. the meaning, or an interpretation of the 
meaning, of a word, sign, etc.: [noncount; used with a 
singular verb]: Let's not argue about semantics. (plural; 
used with a plural verb): The semantics of those terms 
are confusing. —se-man/tic, adj.: There is bound to be 
semantic confusion when translating from one language 
to another. —seemansti-cist (si man/ta sist) 
/si'meentasist/ n. [count] 

sem-a-phore (sem/a fôr/, -fōr/) /‘semo,for, -,fowr/ n., 
v., -phored, -phor-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] a system of 
signaling, esp. one by which a flag is held in each hand 
and various positions of the arms indicate specific letters, 
etc. 2. [count] an apparatus used in this system. —v. 3. 
to signal by semaphore: [~ + obj]: to semaphore a mes- 
sage. [no obj): busily semaplroring to the other ship. 

sem-blance (sem/blans) /'semblons/ n. 1. [noncount) 
outward aspect or appearance: / won't continue until 
there is some semblance of order in here. 2. (count) an 
assumed or unreal appearance; a show: a semblance of 
self-confidence that she was far from feeling. 3. (count; 
usually singular] the slightest appearance or trace: Show 
us you're capable of at least a sernblance of orgamzation. 
See -SEMBLE-. 

-semble-, root. -semble- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “seem; appear(ance).” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ASSEMBLE, ASSEMBLY, DISSEMBLE, 
ENSEMBLE, RESEMBLANCE, RESEMBLE, SEMBLANCE. 

se-men (sé/man) /'siymoan/ n. (noncount) a slightly thick, 
whitish fluid produced in the male reproductive organs, 
containing sperm. 

se-mes-ter (si mes/tar) /si'mestor/ n. [count] 1. an aca- 
demic session that is half of the academic year, lasting 
typically from 15 to 18 weeks. 2. (in German universities) 
a session, lasting about six months. 

sem-i (sem/é, semi) /‘semiy, 'semay/ n. [count], pl. -is. 
l. a semitrailer: a jackknifed semi blocking six lanes of 
traffic. 2. Often, semis. [plora] a semifinal contest or 
round. 

semi-, prefix. 1. semi- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “half: semiannual; semicircle. 2. semi- is 
also used to mean “partially; partly; somewhat": semiau- 
tomatic, semidetached; semiformat, 3. semi- is also 
used to mean “happening or occurring twice in (a certain 
length of time)’: semiannual. 

sem-ican-nueal (seny an’yoo əl, =senvi-) = /\se- 
miy'ænyuwol, ,semuay-/ adj. occurring, done, or pub- 
lished every half year or twice a year. See -aNn-. 

sem-i-cir-cle (semi sur’kal) /‘semisarkal/ n. [count] 1. 
half of a circle. 2. anything having or arranged in the 
form of a half of a circle: The class made a semicircle 
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around the teacher. —sem/iecir/curlar (-sûr/kyə lər) 
/-'sarkyolor/ adj. 
sem-iecorlon (sem/i kō/lən) /'semr,kowlon/ n. [count] 
the punctuation mark (;) used to indicate a major division 
in a sentence where a distinct separation is felt between 
clauses, or among items on a list. Semicolons separate 
clauses and are often used with words like However, nev- 
ertheless, and therefore. Semicolons indicate a break 
that is longer than a comma, but shorter than a period: 
We were late for the party; however, the hostess didnt 
mind too much. 
sem-iecon-duc-tor (sem/é kən duk/ter, sem/i-) /'semi- 
ykon,daktor, 'semay-/ n. [count] 1. a substance, such as 
silicon, that can conduct electricity with less efficiency 
than a true conductor. 2. a basic electronic part using 
such a substance, used in communications equipment 
and in computers. 
sem-i-fienal (sem/é fin/l, sem/i-) /,semiy'faynl, semay-/ 
adj. 1. being the next to last round in a tournament. 
—n. [count] 2. a semifinal round. —sem/i-fi/nal-ist, n. 
(count) 


semeiemonth-ly (sem/@é munth/lé, sem/i-)  /,se- 
miy'man@liy, ,semay-/ adj., n., pl. -lies, adv. —adj. 1. 
made, occurring, or published twice a month. —n. 


[count] 2. a semimonthly publication. —adv. 3. twice a 
month. 

semeienal (sem/a nl) /'semonl/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
semen. 2. original and influencing future events: a sermi- 
nal artist. 

sem-ienar (sem/a nar’) /‘semo,nar/ n. [count] 1. a group 
of advanced students doing original research under the 
guidance of a faculty member. 2. a course or subject of 
Study for such students. 3. any meeting for exchanging 
information: a seminar on writing classes. 

semeienarsy (sem/a ner/é) /'semo,neriy/ n. (count), pl. 
-nar-ies. a school that prepares students for the priest- 
hood, ministry, or rabbinate. —sem/i-nar/iean, n. 
(count) 

sem-isper-me-a-ble (sem/é pûůr/mē ə bal, sem/i-) /,se- 
miy'psrmiyabal, ,semay-/ adj. allowing only certain small 
molecules to pass through: a semipermeable membrane. 

sem-i-pre-cious (sem/ē presh’as, sem/i-)  /,Se- 
miy'prefas, ,semay-/ adj. having commercial value as a 
gem but not precious: semiprecious minerals such as 
amethyst and garnet. See -PRECI-. 

sem-i-prisvate (sem/é pri/vit, sem/i-) /,semiy'prayvit, 
semay-/ adj. having some degree of privacy but not fully 
private. 

sem-ieskilled (sem/ē skild’, sem/i-) /,semiy'skild, 
semay-/ adj. having or requiring more skill than un- 
skilled labor. 

Sem-ite (sem/it) /‘semayt/ n. [count] a member of a 
people speaking a Semitic language. 

Se-miteic (sa mitik) /so'mitik/ n. [noncount] 1. a family 
of languages including a number of languages of SW Asia 
and Africa. —adj. 2. of or relating to the Semitic lan- 
guages or their speakers. 

sem-i-tone (sem/ē ton’, seni/i-) /'semiy,town, ‘semuy-/ 
n. [count] a musical pitch halfway between two whole 
tones. See -TON-. 

sem-i-trail-er (sem/i tra/lar) /‘semi,treylor/ n. [count] a 
trailer for hauling freight, with wheels at the rear end and 
the forward end supported by the back of the truck that 
pulls it. Also called semi (semi) /'semay/. 

sem-i-tropeiccal (sem/é tropi kal, sem/i-) /,se- 
miy'tropikal, ,semay-/ also sem/i-trop/ic, adj. sus- 
TROPICAL. 

semeie-vow-el (sem/i vou/al) /'semi,vawoal/ n. [count] a 
speech sound of vowel quality used as a consonant, such 
as (w) in wet or (y) in yet. 

sem:-irweekely (sem/é wek/lé, sem/i-) /,semiy'wiyklly, 
semuy-/ adj., n., pl. -lies, adv. —adj. 1. occurring, done, 
appearing, or published twice a week. —n. [count] 2. a 
semiweekly publication. —adv. 3. twice a week. 

sem:oerliena (sem/a lē/nə) /,semo'liyno/ n. [moncount) a 
food substance made from crushed grains of wheat. 

sen or sen., an abbreviation of: 1. senate. 2. senator. 
3. senior. 

sen-ate (sen/it) /‘senit/ n. (count; sometimes: Senate; 
sometimes: the + ~] 1. an assembly having the highest 
law-making powers in a government: elected to the Cali- 
fornia State Senate. 2. a governing or advisory body, as 
at some universities. See -SENE-. 

sen-a-tor (sen/’a tar) /‘senotor/ n. [sornetimes: Senator] 
a member of a senate: [count]: Several senators were in- 
terviewed. [proper noun; used before a name): Senator 
Smith will answer your questions now. —senea-torri-al 
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(sen/ə tôr/&ē al, -tōr/-) /senə'təriyəl, -'towr-/ adj. See 
-SENE-. 

send (send) /send/ v., sent (sent) /sent/ sending. 1. (es 
+ obj) to cause to go: sending troops to battle. 2. to 
cause to be carried or brought to a destination: [~ + 
obj): to send a letter. [~ + obj + to + obj): to send a 
letter to himn. [~ + obj + obj): to send him a letter. 3. 
[~ + obj) to propel or drive: The blast sent pieces of 
concrete flying. 4. [~ + obj] to give out or utter: The 
lion sent a roar through the jungle. 5. [~ + obj] to 
cause to feel or occur: The story sent him into gales of 
laughter. 6. [~ + obj) to transmit (a signal): to send a 
signal to the satellite. 7. {~ + obj) Slang. to delight; ex- 
cite: He says his new girlfriend really sends him. 8. send 
away for, [~ + away + for + obj] to order (goods) to 
be delivered by mail: sent away for tulip bulbs. 9. send 
for, [~ + for + obj) to request the coming of; summon: 
Someone send for a doctor! 10. send forth, [~ + forth 
+ obj) to produce, bear, or give off: The plant sent forth 
new leaves in the spring. 11. send in, to mail to a point 
of collection: [~ + in + obj): to send in one’s taxes. [~ 
+ obj + in]: to send one’s taxes in. 12. send out, a. [~ 
+ out + for + obj) to order delivery: We sent out for 
coffee and domits. b. to cause to go out: [~ + obj + 
out): to send invitations out to all his friends. [~ + out 
+ obj): to send out invitations. 13. send up, [~ + up + 
obj; ~ + obj + up] a. to cause to rise up. b. to ridicule, 
make fun of, or imitate: to send up the mayor. 
—Idiom. 14. send (someone) packing, [~ + obj + 
packing) to dismiss in a quick and sudden manner: The 
company sent him packing. —send/er, n. [count] 

send/-off’, n. (count) 1. a demonstration of good 
wishes for a person setting out on a new venture: The of- 
fice gave their coworker a fine send-off at a nearby res- 
taurant. 2. a start; impetus. 

-sene-, root. -sene- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “old.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
SENATE, SENESCENCE, SENESCENT, SENILE, SENIOR. 

Sen-e-gal-ese (sen/i gô léz/, -lés’, -ga-) /,senigo'liyz, 
-‘liys, -gə-/ adj., n., pl. -ese. —adj. 1. of or relating to 
Senegal. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Sene- 
gal. 

se-nes-cent (si nes/ant) /si'nesant/ adj. growing old; 
aging. —se-nes/cence, n. [noncount] See -SENE-. 

se-nile (sé/nil, sen/il) /‘siynayl, 'senayl/ adj. showing a 
decline of physical strength or mental functioning as a 
result of old age or disease. —sesnil-iety (si nili tē) 
/si'nilitiy/ m. lnoncount] See -SENne-. 

sen-ior (sén/yar) /‘siynyar/ adj. 1. [after a noun] older (a 
father whose son is named after him; often abbreviated 
as Sr.): John Doe, Sr. 2. of earlier election or appoint- 
ment: the senior senator from New York. 3. of higher 
rank: [be + ~ + to]: The captain was senior to him by 
only a few months. [before a noun): the senior officers 
present. 4. (before a noun) of or relating to seniors in 
high school or college: her senior year. 5. [before a 
noun] of or relating to senior citizens: a senior discount. 
—n. [count] 6. one who is older than another. 7. a per- 
son of higher rank than another, esp. by virtue of longer 
service: The captain was his senior by several months. 8. 
a student in the final year at a high school or college. 9. 
a senior citizen: a special bus for seniors. See -SENE-. 

sen/ior cit/izen, n. [count] an older person, usually 
over the age of 60 or 65, esp. one who is retired. 

sen/ior high’ school’, n. a school from grades 10 
through 12: (count): a new semor high school. (non- 
count): attending senior high school. See -SENE-. 

sen-iorsiety (sén yôr/i tē, -yor’-) /siyn'yoritiy, -'yor-/ n. 
(noncount) 1. the state of being senior. 2. higher status 
due to one’s length of service. See -SENE-. 

-sens-, rool. -sens- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sense; feel.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONSENSUS, DISSENSION, EXTRASENSORY, INSENSI- 
BLE, INSENSITIVE, NONSENSE, SENSATION, SENSATIONAL, SENSE, 
SENSELESS, SENSITIVE, SENSOR, SENSORY, SENSUAL, SENSUOUS. 
See -SENT-. 

sen-sa-tion (sen sa’shan) /sen'seyfan/ n. 1. [noncount) 
the ability to feel or perceive something through the 
senses: /ost all sensation in his lower body as a result of 
the accident. 2. [count] a mental condition or physical 
feeling due to such awareness: sensations of heat and 
cold. 3. (count; often singular] a general feeling such as 
discomfort, anxiety, or doubt: a strong sensation of hav- 
ing been there before. 4. (count; usually singular] wide- 
spread excitement or interest: The divorce caused a seri- 
sation. See -SENS-. 

sen-sa-tion-al (sen sa’sha nl) /sen'seyfonl/ adj. 1. of or 


relating to sensation or to a sensation: a sensational 
scandal. 2. extraordinarily good: a sensational performer. 
See -SENS-. 
sen-Sa-tion-al-ism (sen sa’sha nl iz/am) /sen'seyfonl- 
Wzanv/ n. (noncount) the use of sensational subject mat- 
ter or style: tabloids full of sensationatism. See -SENS-. 
sense (sens) /sens/ n., v., sensed, sens-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] any of the powers such as sight, hearing, smell, 
taste, or touch, by which humans and animals see or feel 
anything outside or inside the body: the five senses; 
Dogs have a better sense of hearing than Inmans do. 2. 
{count] a feeling produced through one of the senses: a 
sense of cold. 3. [count] a vague feeling or impression: a 
sense of security. 4. [count] a. a function of the mind 
like a physical sense: the moral sense. b. a special 
awareness to understand, see clearly, etc.: a sense of 
values; a great sense of humor. 5. Usually, senses. [plu- 
ral) sanity: Have you taken leave of your senses? 6. 
[noncount] sound, practical intelligence: to have the 
sense to stop talking atid just listen. 7. (noncount] rea- 
sonable thoughts, ideas, or speech: to talk sense. 8. 
meaning: [noncount}): You missed the sense of his state- 
ment, (count): One of the senses of the word “bachelor” 
is “unmarried male.” 9. {noncount) value; merit: no 
sense in worrying. 10. [noncount] consensus: The sense 
of the meeting was that we should go forward. —v. 11. 
[~ + obj] to take notice of (something) by the senses: / 
sensed the presence of a large object in front of me in 
the darkness. 12. to have a feeling of: {~ + obj]: She 
sensed Ins nervousness. [~ + (that) clause]: She sensed 
(thal) he was nervous. 13. [~ + obj) to detect (physical 
things, such as light) mechanically, electrically, etc.: The 
door senses your presence and opens automatically. 
—Idiom. 14. in a sense, [noncount] to some extent; in 
a way: In a sense, the book was entertaining. See -SENS-. 
sense-less (sens/lis) /‘senslis/ adj. 1. unconscious: 
Knocked senseless by a falling tree branch. 2. stupid; 
foolish: senseless chattering. 3. lacking meaning or pur- 
pose: a victim of senseless violence. —sense/lessely, 
adv. —sense/less-ness, n. [Noncount] See -SENs-. 
sen-si-bil-iety (sen/sa bili tē) /sensa'bilitiy/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncount] capacity for feeling; responsiveness 
to stimuli. 2. [noncount] mental responsiveness, esp. to 
subtle feelings. 3. Often, sensibilities. [p/ural] capacity 
to respond to blame or praise: a harmless remark that 
offended his sensibilities. 4. Often, sensibilities. [plural 
capacity for discrimination: a person of refined sensibili- 
ties. See -SENS-. 
sen-si-ble (sen/sə bal) /'sensəbəl/ adj. 1. having, using, 
or showing good sense: a sensible woman. 2. [be + ~) 
knowing: aware: was sensible of his fault. 3. (before a 
noun] capable of being sensed by the senses or the 
mind: the sensible universe. 4. practical: sensible shoes 
for camping. —sen/si-bly, adv.: dressed sensibly for the 
safari. See -Ssens-. — Usage. Compare sensitive and 
SENSIBLE. The word SENSIBLE describes a person having 
common sense, who makes intelligent decisions or 
shows good judgment: He's very sensible when it comes 
to spending money. The word sensitive refers to some- 
one who feels things easily and deeply and understands 
the feelings of others: You should be more sensitive and 
caring toward the less fortunate. 
sensi-tive (sen/si tiv) /‘sensitiv/ adj. 1. readily or easily 
affected by stimuli: very sensitive to heat. 2. responsive 
to the feelings of others: sensitive to your needs. 3. 
showing concern about the situation one is in: a sensitive 
performance by the actor. 4. easily hurt or offended: was 
a sensitive young child. 5. highly secret or delicate: sen- 
sitive diplomatic issues. —n. (count) 6. one who is sensi- 
tive. —sen/si-tive-ness, n. [noncount] —sen-si-tiveiety 
(sen/si tiv/i tē) /sensi'tivitiy/ n. [noncount): the teacher's 
sensitivity to the needs of her students. See -SeNs-. 
—Usage. See SENSIBLE. 
sensitize (sen/si tiz’) /‘sensi,tayz/ v. [~ + obj], -tized, 
-tiz-ing. 1. to make aware or responsive: [often: ~ + obj 
+ to]: to sensitize teachers to the needs of their stu- 
dents, 2. to be sensitive electronically: The floormat has 
been sensitized so that it triggers an alarm when you 
walk on it. —senesi-tieza-tion (sen’si ta za’shan) /,se- 
nsita'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] See -sEns-. 
sen-sor (sen/sor, -sar) /'sensor, -sar/ n. [count] a me- 
chanical device that is sensitive to light, temperature, 
etc., and transmits a signal to a measuring or control in- 
strument: Sensors indicate a ship on a course that will 
intercept ours. See -SENS-. 
sen-so-ry (sen/sa rē) /'sensariy/ also senesorrieal (sen- 
sor’é al, -sdr/-) /sen'sariyal, -'sowr-/ adj. of or relating to 
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the senses or sensation: too much sensory information. 
See -SENS-. 

sen-sueal (sen’shdo al) /‘senJuwal/ adj. 1. suggesting or 
arousing the appetites, esp. the sexual appetite: Her sen- 
sual body. 2. devoted to or preoccupied with physical 
pleasure, esp. sexual satisfaction: a lazy, sensual person. 
3. of or relating to the senses; sensory. —sen-sucal-i-ty 
(sen/shéo ali tē) /senfuw'elitiy/ a. Lnoncount] —sen/- 
suealely, adv.: She whispered sensualty in his ear. See 
-SENS-. 

sen-sueous (sen/shdo as) /'senfuwəs/ adj. felt by or af- 
fecting the senses, esp. pleasantly: a sensuous bath. 
—sen/su-ous:-ly, adv. —sen/’su-ous-ness, n. [noncount) 
See -SENS-. 

sent (sent) /sent/ v. pt. and pp. of SEND. 

-sent-, root. -sent- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “feel.” It is related to the root -sens-. This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ASSENT, CONSENT, DIS- 
SENT, PRESENTIMENT, RESENT, RESENTFUL, RESENTMENT, SCENT, 
SENTENCE, SENTIENT, SENTIMENT. 

sen-tence (sen/tns) /‘sentns/ n., v., -tenced, -tenc-ing. 
—n. 1. [count] a group of words that forms an independ- 
ent grammatical unit: A sentence in English typically con- 
sists of a subject and a predicate containing a finite verb. 
2. a judicial decision, esp. one stating punishment for a 
convicted criminal: [count]: got the maximum sentence. 
{noncount): to pass sentence on criminals. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to condemn to punishment: He sentenced the 
murderer to life imprisonment. See -SENT-. 

sen-tient (sen/shant) /'‘senfont/ adj. having the power to 
feel by the senses; conscious: Are plants sentient beings? 
—sen/tience, n. [(noncount}) See -SENT-. 

sen-tiement (sen’ta mant) /'sentəmənt/ n. 1. a feeling 
toward something; opinion: [noncount]: Public sentiment 
is against taxes. [count]: | agree; those are my senti- 
ments exactly. 2. [noncount] refined, delicate, sensitive 
emotion: You can't allow sentiment to get in the way of 
business, See -SENT-. 

sen-ti-men-tal (sen’ta men’tl) /,senta'mentl/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to the tender emotions, esp. excessively: sen- 
timental dreams of love and marriage. 2. embarrassingly 
emotional: Let's not get too sentimental about our rela- 
tionship. 3. nostalgic: a sentimental journey to one’s old 
hometown. —sen/tiemen/tal-ism, n. Lnoncount] —sen/’- 
tiemen/tal-ist, n. [count] —sen-titmen-tal-i-ty (sen/ta- 
men tal/i tē) /sentamen'talitiy/ n. (noncount] —sen’ti- 
men/tal-ly, adv. 

sen-ti-nel (sen’tn |, -tə nl) /'sentnl, -tonl/ n. [count] a 
person or thing that guards; sentry. 

sen-try (sen/’tré) /‘sentriy/ n. [count], pl. -tries. a guard, 
esp., a soldier stationed to prevent someone from pass- 
ing who is not allowed to do so. 

se-pal (sé/pal) /'siypol/ n. [count] one of the individual 
leaves or parts of the base of a flower. 

sep-a-ra-ble (sep’ar a bal, sep/ra-) /'separabal, 'sepro-/ 
adj. capable of being separated: separable issues in a 
debate. 

sep-a-rate (v. sepa rat’; adj., n. -ər it) / v. 'sepa,reyt; 
adj., n. -orit/ v., -rat-ed, -rat-ing, adj., n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) come or draw apart; divide: [~ + obj]: to sep- 
arate two fighting boys. [~ + obj + from + obj]: The 
school separates the boys from the girls. [no obj]: The 
two fighters separated, then went after each other again. 
2. to divide into pieces: [~ + obj): Separate the strips of 
bacon and fry them individually. [no obj): After defrost- 
ing, the strips of bacon will separate easily. 3. to (cause 
to) become extracted: [~ + obj]: to separate metat from 
ore. [no obj]: The metal easily separates from the ore. 4. 
[no obj) to stop living together but without divorce: He 
and his wife separated last year. —adj. 5. detached; not 
connected: a garage separate from the house. 6. differ- 
ent: five separate meanings. 7. (before a noun] not 
shared; individual: separate checks. —n. 8. Usually, 
separates. [plural] women’s clothing to be worn in vari- 
ous combinations. —sep/a-rate-ly, adv. See -PARE-!. 

sep-arra-tion (sep’a rā/shən) /sepa'reyfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] an act or instance of separating or the state of be- 
ing separated: the separation of church and state. 2. 
(count) a. a place, line, or amount of parting: The dotted 
lines on the map miark the separations between the 
counties. b. an opening; a gap or hole: a small Separa- 
tion on the her of his pants. 3. [count] a formal act of 
separating by a married couple: ordered a trial separa- 
tion of six mouths. —sep-a-ra-tive (sep/a ra‘tiv, -Ər 3-, 
-ra-) /'sepa,rcytiv, -ara-, -rə-/ adj. See -pare-!. 
sep-a-ra-tist (sep/ar ə tist, sep’ra-) separatist, 'sepro-/ 
n. [court] 1. one who separates, as from a church. 2. 


one calling for formal separation, as of a part of a coun- 
try from the rest of it. —adj. 3. of or relating to separa- 
tists. —sep’a-ra-tism, n. (noncount] See -PARE!-. 

sep-arra-tor (sep’a ra/tar) /‘sepa,rcytor/ n. [count] a 
person or thing that separates, esp. a device for separat- 
ing cream from milk. See -PARE!-. 

sepia (sē/pē a) /'siypiyə/ n, pl pias, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount] a brown coloring material, used in drawing. 
2. (count) a drawing made with sepia. 3. [noncount) a 
dark brown. 4. [count] a print made in this color. —adj. 
5. of a brown, grayish brown, or olive brown similar to 
that of sepia. 

sepsis (sep/sis) /‘sepsis/ n. [noncount] infection from 
harmful bacteria: sepsis from a wound. 

Sept., an abbreviation of: September. 

Sep-tem-ber (sep tem/bar) /sep'tembar/ n. [proper 
noun] the ninth month of the year, containing 50 days. 
Abbr.: Sept., Sep. 

sep-tet (sep tet’) /sep'tet/ m. [count] 1. any group of 
seven persons or things, such as singers or musicians. 2. 
a musical composition for seven persons or instruments. 

sep-tic (septik) /‘septik/ adj. of or relating to sepsis; in- 
fected. 

sep/’tic tank’, n. [count] a tank under the ground near 
a home, in which household sewage is stored, decom- 
posed, and purified by bacteria. 

sep-tu-a-ge-nareican (sep/choo ə ja nar’é an, -too-, 
-tyoo-) /,septfuwad3a'neoriyon, -tuw-, -tyuw-/ adj. 1. of 
the age of 70 or between 70 and 80. —n. [count] 2. a 
septuagenarian person. 

sep-ul-cher (sep/al kar) /'sepalkor/ n. [count] a tomb or 
grave. 

se-pul-chral (sa pul/kral) /sa'palkroal/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to tombs or to burial. 2. sad, depressing, or mourn- 
ful. 

-seq-, root. -seq- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “follow.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CONSEQUENCE, CONSEQUENT, CONSEQUENTIAL, INCONSE- 
QUENTIAL, OBSEQUIOUS, SEQUEL, SEQUENCE, SEQUENTIAL, SUB- 
SEQUENT. 

se-quel (sé’kwal) /'siykwoal/ n. [count] 1. a book, play, 
etc., that continues the story from a preceding work. 2. 
something that develops from something else: a sequel 
to the debate. See -SEQ-. 

se-quence (sé/kwans) /'siykwons/ n., v, -quenced, 
-quenc-ing. —n. 1. [noncount) the following of one thing 
after another: to arrange the cards in sequence. 2. 
[count] a continuous group or series of things: a sonnet 
sequence. 3. (count) a series of related scenes that 
make up an episode in a film: én the final sequence the 
villain falls into a vat of acid. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to place in 
a sequence. See -SEQ-. 

se-quenctial (si kwen/shal) /si'kwenfal/ adj. occurring in 
a sequence: a sequential course of study. See -SEQ-. 

se-ques-ter (si kwes/tar) /si'kwestar/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to 
remove to a place of quiet: to sequester oneself in the li- 
brary. 2. to set apart; isolate: The judge sequestered the 

Jury. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of sequestering. 
4. a cut in government spending applying to all persons, 
divisions, etc. —se-ques-tra-tion (sé’kwes tra’shan) /,si- 
ykwes'treyfan/ n. Lnoncount) 

sequin (sé/kwin) /'siykwin/ m. [count] a small, shiny 
disk used for ornamentation on clothing. —se/quined, 
adj. 

se-quoiea (si kwoi’a) /si'kwoya/ n. (count), pl. -quoieas. 
a large cone-bearing tree of California, having reddish 
bark and reaching heights of more than 300 ft. (9! m). 

S@era (sér’a) /‘siora/ n. [plural] a pl. of SERUM. 

se-ra-pe or Saera-pe (sə ra/pé) /so'rapiy/ n. (count), pl. 
-pes. a blanketlike shawl worn esp. in Mexico. 

ser-aph (ser’of) /'serof/ n. (count), pt -aphs, -asphim 
(-a fim) /-ofim/. a member of the highest order of angels. 
—se-raphiic (si raf7ik) /si'rafik/ adj. 

serenade (ser’a nad’, ser’a nad’) /sera'neyd, 
'sero,neyd/ n., v, -nad-ed, -nad-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
performance of music in the open air at night. 2. a. a 
piece of music performed this way. b. a type of musical 
composition having several movements. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to entertain with a serenade: serenaded her with 
songs. 

ser-en-dip-i-ty (ser/an dip/i tē) /seran'dipitiy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. an ability for making desirable discoveries by 
accident. 2. good fortune; luck. —ser/en-dip/i-tous, 
adj.: a serendipitous discovery. 

serene (sa rén’) /so'riyn/ adj. 1. calm; peaceful; tran- 
quil: a serene temperament. 2. clear; fair: serene 
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weather. —se-rene/ly, adv.: worked serenely at her 
desk. —se-rene/ness, n. [noncount] 

se-ren-ie-ty (sə ren/i tē) /so'renitiy/ n. [noncount] the 
state of being serene: working with serenity. 

serf (surf) /sarf/ n. [count] one who is required to pro- 
vide services to a lord, usually attached to the land and 
transferred from one owner to another. —serf-dom 
(surf/dam) /'s3rfdom/ n. (roncount) See -serv'-. 

serge (siirj) /s3rd3/ n. [noncount] a fabric with a diago- 
nal pattern, used esp. for suits. 

ser-geant (sar/jant) /‘sard3zant/ n. [count] 1. a noncom- 
missioned officer ranking above a corporal. 2. a police 
officer ranking below a captain or a lieutenant. 

ser’/geant at arms’, n. [count] an officer of a law- 
making body whose chief duty is to preserve order. 

seerial (sēr/ē al) /'storiyol/ n. [count] 1. anything pub- 
lished, broadcast, etc., in parts at regular times. 2. a 
publication, as an annual report, released or printed in 
successive parts. —adj. [usually: before a noun) 3. pub- 
lished or presented in sequential parts: a serial story. 4. 
of or relating to a series: the serial numbers on the 
checks. 5. occurring in a series, one after another: serial 
murders. 6. responsible for a series of specified actions, 
esp. Crimes: a serial killer. 7. of or relating to the transfer 
of electronic data in a stream of sequential pieces of in- 
formation: a serial printer attached to the serial port. 

serialize (sēr/ē a liz’) /'star,iyo,layz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -izeing. 1. to publish in serial form: to serialize the 
novel in the magazine. 2. to broadcast or film in serial 
form. —serri-aleieza-tion (sér/é ə lə za/shan) /,siariyo- 
la'zeyfan/ n. (noncount): negotiating for serialization with 
the author. (count): a three-part serialization. 

series (sér/éz) /'sioriyz/ n. [count], ph series. 1. a 
number of related things, events, etc., arranged or occur- 
ring in sequence: a series of murders. 2. a number of 
games, contests, etc., with the same teams or players: a 
championship series. 3. Radio and Television. a. a daily 
or weekly program with a fixed setting, a regular cast of 
characters, and a continuing story. b. two or more pro- 
grams related by theme or format: a series on African 
wildlife. 

ser-if (ser/if) /‘serif/ n. [count] a smaller line used to 
finish off a main stroke of a letter, such as at the top and 
bottom of E. 

Serious (sér/é as) /'sioriyəs/ adj. 1. of or characterized 
by thought: a serious study of inner-city violence. 2. 
grave, solemn, or somber, as in mood; not cheerful: He 
was very Serious and didn’t even smile. 3. earnest; sin- 
cere: a serious offer to buy the house. 4. requiring 
thought or concentration: serious reading. 5. important 
or significant: Marriage is a serious matter. 6. giving 
cause for worry or fear: a serious relapse. —se/rieous- 
ness, n. (noncount) 

serrisousely (sér/é as lē) /‘sioriyasliy/ adv. 1. in a seri- 
ous manner: studied seriously for the test. 2. to an ex- 
tent that causes worry or fear: He was seriously ill. 3. ina 
way deserving careful thought: We have to take their 
threats seriously. 4 (used to express the feeling that 
what is said is important and should be listened to): 
When the laughter died down he continued, “But seri- 
ously, folks, we do have a major problem.” 

seremon (sur/man) /'sarman/ n. [count] 1. a talk given 
for religious instruction. 2. any serious talk, esp. on 
morals: Don't give me a sermon on how to run my life! 
3. a long, boring speech. 

seremoneize (sur/ma niz’) /'ssrmə,nayz/ v. [no obj), 
-ized, -izeing. to give a talk or speech about moral 
values to someone, esp. a long and boring or unwanted 
speech. 

ser-pent (sur/pont) /'s3rpant/ n. [count] 1. a snake. 2. a 
sneaky, dishonest, or evil person. 

ser-pen-tine (sûr/pən tēn/, -tin’) /'s3rpan,tiyn, -,tayn/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to a serpent, as in form or move- 
ment. 2. having a winding course, as a road; twisty. 

serrated (ser/a tid, sa rā/-) /'sercytid, sa'rey-/ adj. 
having sawlike teeth, esp. for cutting: a serrated knife. 
—ser-ra/tion, n. [noncount) 

se-rum (sér/om) /'srorom/ n., pl. serums, sera (SEér/a) 
isiora/. 1. the clear, pale yellow liquid that separates 
when blood coagulates; blood serum: [noncount]: a 
wound oozing serum. [count]: coding different sera. 2. 
liquid made from the blood of an animal that contains 
disease-fighting substances: [moncount]: serum injected 
into the bloodstream. (count): a serum for hepatitis. 

-serv-', root. -serv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “slave.” This meaning is found in such words 
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aS: DESERVE, DISSERVICE, SERVANT, SERVE, SERVICE, SERVILE, 
SERVITUDE, SUBSERVIENT. 

-serv-’, root. -serv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “save.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
CONSERVATION, CONSERVE, OBSERVATION, OBSERVE, PRESERVA- 
TION, PRESERVE, RESERVATION, RESERVE, RESERVOIR, UNRE- 
SERVED. 

serv-ant (sur/vant) /‘sarvont/ n. [count] one who works 
for another, esp. around the house. See -serv-?. 

serve (surv) /s3rv/ v., served, serv-ing, n. —v. 1. to act 
as a servant to (another); work for: [no obj): The maid 
served in the kitchen. [~ + obj]: served his young mas- 
ter well, 2. to carry and distribute (food or drink) to (a 
person at a table): [~ + obj]: He served the food. [~ + 
obj + obj): The headwaiter served us our food. (no obj): 
A good waiter serves without drawing attention to him- 
self. (no obj): She served at the church reception. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to give assistance to; be of use to: May I serve 
you? 4. to be suitable for (a purpose); help: [no obj): 
That cup wilt serve as a sugar bowl. [~ + obj]: This will 
serve our needs. [~ + to + verb (+ obj)): This note will 
serve to explain my actions. 5. to go through a term of 
service for (something or someone), as a soldier, sena- 
tor, etc.: [no Obj): served in the armed forces. [~ + obj]: 
served her country in the Gulf War. 6. [~ + obj] to go 
through (a term in prison): had to serve six years in 
prison. 7. (in tennis, handball, etc.) to put (the ball or 
shuttlecock) in play with a stroke or hit: [no obj]: served 
first to start the match. (~ + obj]: served the first ball 
out of bounds. 8. to attend the priest at (mass): [no obj): 
The altar boy served at the 12:30 mass. [~ + obj]: The 
altar boy served the 12:30 mass. 9. to give active service 
or obedience to (God, a sovereign, etc.): [no obj]: He 
served under the president well. [~ + obj): “You have 
served me well,” the king whispered to his chamberlain. 
10. [~ + obj) to contribute to; promote: to serve a 
cause. 11. Law. to give in a legal manner (a summons, 
process, etc.) to (someone): [~ + obj]: served his client 
with a warrant; served the warrant for the arrest of my 
client. [~ + obj + obj]: served my client the warrant. 
—n. [count] 12. the act or right of serving, as in tennis: 
Whose serve is it? —Idiom. 13. serve (someone) 
right, to be someone’s just punishment, as for improper 
behavior: /f served her right to get caught; she was 
cheating alt the time. —serv/er, n. [count] See -serv-'. 

serv-ice (str/vis) /'sarvis/ n., adj., v., -iced, -ic-ing. —n. 
1. [noncount) the performance of duties, or the duties 
performed, as by a servant: The restaurant has terrible 
food and even worse service. 2. (an act of) helpful activ- 
ity; aid: [count]: to do someone a service. [noncount): 
Let me know if I can be of service. 3. [noncount] the 
supplying or supplier of utilities or goods for a public 
need, such as water, electricity, etc.: improved bus serv- 
ice. 4. the providing or a provider of care required by the 
public, such as repair: [moncount): had to bring the air 
conditioner in for service at least three times. (count): a 
television repair service. 5. [noncount]) employment in 
any duties or work for a person, organization, etc.: a jong 
term of service with the insurance company. 6. (count) a 
department of public employment, or the body of public 
servants in it: the diplomatic service. 7. the armed 
forces: [noncount]: He was in the service during the war. 
[count]: Which one of the services were you in? 8. Often, 
services. [plural] the performance of any duties or work 
for another: medical services. 9. [count] something 
made or done by a commercial organization for the pub- 
lic and without regard to profit: Those pamphlets on en- 
ergy are published as a public service by a paint mamu- 
facturer. 10. [count] a form of public religious worship 
according to a certain form and order: Sunday morning 
services. 11. [count] a set of dishes, utensils, etc., for 
use: a lunch service for two. —adj. [before a noun) 12. 
of service; useful. 13. of or relating to servants, delivery 
people, etc., or in serving food: a service elevator. 14. 
supplying services rather than products or goods: the 
service professions. 15. supplying or providing mainte- 
nance and repair: a service center for appliances. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 16. to make fit for use: to service an automobile. 
17. to supply with aid, information, or other services. See 
-SERV-!. 

serv-ice-a-ble (stir/va sa bal) /‘sarvasabal/ adj. 1. being 
of service or help; useful. 2. wearing well; durable: serv- 
iceable clothes. 3. adequate; sufficient: a serviceable job. 
See -serv?-. 

serv-ice-man (siir/vis man’, -man) /'s3rvis,;man, -man/ 
n. [count], pl. -men. 1. a member of the armed forces of 
a country. 2. one whose job is to maintain equipment. 
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serv/ice sta/’tion, n. [count] a place for servicing au- 
tomobiles. Also called gas station. 

ser-vieette (siir/vé et’) /sarviy'et/ n. [count] Chiefly Brit. 
a table napkin. See -serv'-. 

ser-vile (sur/vil, -vil) /‘s3rvil, -vayl/ adj. 1. obeying like a 
slave: the dictator's servile flatterers. 2. of or relating to 
slaves, slavery, servants, or servitude. —ser-vil-iety (sar- 
vili tē) /sar'velitiy/ n. [noncount] See -serv-'. 

serv-ing (sur/ving) /'s3rvin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of a 
person or thing that serves. 2. [count] a portion of food 
or drink: two servings of cherry pie. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. for use in distributing food to or at the table: a 
serving tray. See -serv'-. 

ser-vietude (siir/vi töd’, -tyd6d’) /'sarvi,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. [noncount] 1. slavery. 2. service or labor required as 
a punishment for criminals: penal servitude. See -serv-!. 

serevo (sûůr/vō) /'s3rvow/ adj., n., pl. -vos. —adj. 1. act- 
ing as part of a servomechanism: a servo amplifier. 2. of 
or relating to servomechanisms: a servo engineer. —n. 
3. SERVOMECHANISM. 

ser-vormech-aneism (sûr/vō mek/a niz/am, sir/vo- 
mek/-) /'ssrvow meka nizom, ,s3rvow'mek-/ n. [count] 
an electronic control system in which a controlling mech- 
anism is activated and controlled by a low-energy signal. 
See -serv-!. 

sesame (ses’a mē) /'sesamiy/ n. 1. [count] a tropical 
plant with small oval edible seeds that also yield an oil. 
2. [noncount] the seeds themselves, used as a flavoring. 

-“$ess-, root. -sess- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sit; stay.” It is related to the root -sio-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: ASSESS, ASSESSOR, 
DISPOSSESS, INTERSESSION, OBSESSION, POSSESSION, REPOS- 
SESSION, SESSION. 

ses-sion (sesh/an) /'sefan/ n. 1. [noncount; often: in + 
~] the meeting of a court, council, etc., for its business: 
The court is now in session. 2. [count] a continuous 
meeting of persons so assembled: the next session of 
Congress. 3. [count] a portion of the day or year into 
which instruction is organized at a school, college, etc.: 
courses taken in the surniner session. 4. [count] a pe- 
riod of time during which several persons meet for an ac- 
tivity: a Study session. See -SESS-. 

set (set) /set/ v., set, set-ting, n., adj. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to put (something or someone) in a particular place or 
posture: to set a vase on a lable. 2. [~ + obj] to put or 
cause to pass into some condition: to set a house on fire. 
3. [~ + obj] to put or apply: to set fire to a house. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to fix definitely; decide upon: to set a wedding 
date. 5.[~ + obj] to put (a price or value) upon some- 
thing: to set a high price for the car. 6. [~ + obj] to fix 
the value of (something) at a certain amount, rate, or 
point: sets honesty above everything. 7. [~ + obj] to 
post, station, or appoint for a duty: For safety we plan to 
set guards at the door. 8. [~ + obj] to place or plant 
firmly: to set a flagpole in concrete. 9. [~ + obj] to di- 
rect or settle with firmness or great hopes: She can really 
set her mind to a task. 10. [~ + obj] to establish (an ex- 
ample, etc.) for others to follow: to set a fast pace. 11. to 
assign (a task, problem, etc.) to (someone): [~ + obj]: 
The teacher set ten math problems for homework. [~ + 
obj + to + verb]: The teacher set the students to work. 
12. [~ + obj] to distribute or arrange china, silver, etc., 
for use on {a table): Set the table for dinner. 13. a. [~ + 
obj) to style (the hair) by using rollers, clips, etc., to 
cause curls, waves, etc.: She said she had to set her hair. 
b. [no obj) (of the hair) to produce curts, waves, etc., as a 
result of rollers, clips, etc.: Her thin hair doesn't set well. 
14. [~ + obj] to put in the proper condition for use: to 
set a trap. 15. [~ + obj] to adjust (a mechanism) so as 
to control its performance: to set one's watch (= to put 
the hands or numbers at the correct or desired time). 
16. [~ + obj] to mount (a gem or the like) in a frame or 
setting: The diamond is set in a beautiful gold mounting. 
17. [~ + obj] to cause to sit; seat: to set a child in a 
highchair. 18. [~ + obj] to cause to take a particular di- 
rection: to set one’s course to the south. 19. to (cause 
to) be put into a fixed, rigid state, such as the face or 
muscles: [~ + obj]: He set his jaw and tried to frown. 
[no obj): His face set into an ugly frown. 20. [~ + obj] 
to put (a broken or dislocated bone) back in position. 
21. to become or cause (glue, mortar, etc.) to become 
fixed or hard: [no obj): Has the glue set yet? [~ + obj]: 
The cold air will set the cement faster. 22. [~ + obj] to 
urge to attack: fo set the hounds on a trespasser. 23. {~ 
+ obj) to fit (words) to music. 24. [~ + obj] to arrange 
(type) for printing. 25. [no obj] to pass below the hori- 
zon; sink: The sun sets carly in winter. 26. [no obj) Non- 
standard. to sit: Come in and set a spelt. 27. set about, 


672 


to begin; start: [~ + about + obj]: to set about one’s 
work. [~ + about + verb-ing]: to set about repairing the 
engines. 28. set against, [~ + obj + against + obj] a. 
to cause (one person, party, etc.) to be hostile to (an- 
other): The Civit War set brother against brother. b. to 
compare or contrast (one person or thing) with (another): 
to set advantages against disadvantages. 29. set ahead, 
[~ + obj + ahead] to set to a later time: Mn Spring we 
set our clocks ahead one hour. 30. set aside, a. to put 
to one side; reserve: [~ + aside + obj]: The clerk set 
aside the diamond bracelet. [~ + obj + aside]: to set 
the bracelet aside. b. to dismiss from the mind; reject: 
[~ + aside + obj]: to set aside hatreds. [~ + obj + 
aside]: to set our hatred aside. c. to overrule; discard; 
annul: [~ + aside + obj]: The judge set aside the ver- 
dict. [~ + obj + aside]: to set the verdict aside. 31. set 
back, a. to slow down progress of; impede: [~ + back 
+ obj): Bad weather set back the rescue attempts. [~ + 
obj + back): The loss of their best player set the team 
back. b. to fix at an earlier time or lower point on a 
scale: [~ + back + obj]: Set back your clocks one hour. 
[~ + obj + back]. Set the clocks back one hour. c. [~ 
+ obj + back + obj] Informal. to cause to pay; cost: 
The house set them back $200,000. 32. set down, a. to 
record or copy in writing or printing: [~ + gown + obj]: 
The girl had set down her ideas in her diary. {~ + obj + 
down): She had set her ideas down in writing. b. to land 
an airplane: [~ + down + obj): to set down the plane 
safely. [~ + obj + down]: to set the plane down safely. 
33. set forth, a. [~ + forth + obj] to give an account 
of; describe: The physicist set forth her ideas. b. [no obj) 
to begin a journey; start: They set forth on the expedi- 
tion. 34. set in, [no obj) to begin to come; arrive: /nfec- 
tion was setting in. 35. set off, a. to cause to become 
ignited or to explode: [~ + off + obj]: to set off 
fireworks. [~ + obj + off}: to set fireworks off. b. [~ + 
off + obj] to begin; start: The TV show set off a rush of 
phone calls. c. [~ + off + obj] to intensify the look of by 
contrast or by emphasizing different colors, etc.: The 
dark dress really sets off her pale features. d. [no obj) to 
begin a journey or trip; depart: The hikers set off before 
Sunrise. 36. set on, a. Also, set upon. [~ + on/upon + 
obj) to attack: He was set upon by a gang. b. Also, set 
upon. [~ + obj + on/upon + obj) to cause to attack: to 
set a dog on an intruder. 37. set out, a. [no obj] to be- 
gin a journey or course: The explorers set out long be- 
fore dawn. b. [~ + out + to + verb] to try; undertake: 
set out to reform the system. c. to define; describe: [~ 
+ out + obj): set out his main ideas in a short paper. [~ 
+ obj + out): to set his ideas out in an essay. d. to lay 
or spread Out, usually in order: [~ + out + obj]: Let's 
set out some extra glasses for the guests. [~ + obj + 
out]: to set some plates out for our quests. 38. set to, 
[no obj) to begin work with strength and activity: Let's set 
to and clean things up. 39. set up, a. to put in an up- 
right Or ready position: [~ + up + obj): to set up a 
roadblock. [~ + obj + up): to set a roadblock up. b. to 
put into a powerful position: [~ + up + obj]: The West- 
ern governinent had helped to set up the dictator. [~ + 
obj + up]: to set the dictator up as a puppet. c. to con- 
struct or assemble for use: [~ + up + obj]: to set up a 
computer, [~ + obj + up]: Do you know how to set a 
computer up? d. to establish or start: [~ + up + obj]: to 
Set up a business. [~ + obj + up): to set a business up. 
e. to cause (someone) to be able to begin in business: 
[~ + up + obj): He set up his son in the construction 
business. [~ + obj + up]: He set his son up in the con- 
Struction business. f. to treat, as to drinks: [~ + up + 
obj): Bartender, set up a few drinks for my friend here. 
[~ + obj + up): to set a few drinks up. g. [~ + obj + 
up] to lure into a situation so as to embarrass or trap: 
The crooks set the shopkeeper up and fooled him com- 
pletely. [~ + up + obj): to set up a victim. h. [~ + obj 
+ up] to arrange a date for: set me up with his sister. 
—n. [count] 40. a collection of articles for use together: a 
set of carving knives. 41. a number or combination of 
things of similar nature or function: a set of ideas. 42. a 
number or group of persons having common interests or 
Status: the smart set. 43. [usually: singular] the way one 
is thinking or acting: The set of his mind was obvious. 
44. (usually: singular] the way one carries oneself, as 
when walking: The set of his shoulders showed how dis- 
couraged he was. 45. the styling of the hair with rollers, 
pins, etc., or the hairstyle so formed. 46. an apparatus 
for receiving radio or television programs; receiver: My 
TV set Is broken. 47. something built to represent the 
place of action in a play, film, etc.: The Hollywood set for 
that street scene occupied several square blocks. 48. 
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Math. a collection of objects or elements classed to- 
gether: The null set has no members. —adj. 49. (before 
a noun) fixed or decided: no set time for the meeting. 
50. [before a noun] specified; certain; fixed: The hal! 
holds a set number of people. 51. [before a noun] cus- 
tomary: a few set phrases in the same old speecli. 52. 
[before a noun] fixed; rigid: a set smite. 53. [be + ~] 
resolved or determined: They are old and set in their 
ways (= They are not able or willing to change their 
habits). 54. [be + ~] completely prepared; ready: Is 
everyone set? 

set-back (set/bak’) /'set,bæk/ n. [count] a stopping or 
delay in one’s progress; reverse or defeat. 

set-tee (se tē/) /se'tiy/ n. [count], pl. -tees. a seat for 
two or more persons, having a back and arms. 

set-ter (set/ar) /‘setor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that sets. 2. a breed of hunting dogs with long hair 
trained to point at what is being hunted, esp. birds. 

setting (set/ing) /'setin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a per- 
son or thing that sets. 2. the point or position of some- 
thing, such as a thermostat, that has been set: The air 
conditioner setting is too high. 3. the surroundings or 
environment of anything: one’s home setting. 4. a group 
of all the pieces, as of china, used for setting a table. 5. 
the location or period in which the action of a novel, 
play, etc., takes place: The setting was a spooky old cas- 
tle. —Syn. See ENVIRONMENT. 

set-tie (set/l) /‘setl/ v., -tled, -tling. 1. to fix, decide on, 
or resolve: [~ + obj]: The matter is settled; we'lt buy the 
house. [no obj): We'll settle with him later, after we draft 
this agreement. See settle on below. 2. [~ + obj) to 
place in a good state: We had to settle our affairs before 
leaving. 3. to place in a good position: [~ + obj): The 
child settled himself comfortably on her tap. (no obj): He 
settled comfortably in the chair. 4. [~ + obj] to pay, as a 
bill: The bilt was settled. See settle up below. 5. to mi- 
grate to and organize (an area, etc.) for living; colonize: 
[no Obj): The birds settled in the swamp. [~ + obj]: The 
early tribes settled the tower peninsula. 6. to take up res- 
idence in (a place): [no obj]: Many Norwegian immigrants 
settled in Minnesota. [~ + obj]: Many Norwegians settted 
the Minnesota region. 7. to (cause to) become quiet or 
calm as by the relief of distress: [~ + obj]: took a deep 
breath to settle his nerves. (no obj]: My upset stomach fi- 
nally settled. 8. to (cause to) sink down gradually: [no 
obj): The undissolved sugar settled in the bottom of his 
coffee. [~ + obj): Stir the coffee to settle the sugar in it. 
9. [no obj] to come down to rest, as from flight: a bird 
settling on a tree branch. 10. settle down, [no obj) a. 
to achieve stability, esp. upon marrying: His parents 
wanted him to marry and settle down. b. to become 
calm or quiet: The teacher shouted at his class to settte 
down. c. to apply oneself to serious work: settled down 
and got back to work. d. Also, settle in. to stop activity 
to rest or sleep: We settled down for the night at a coun- 
try inn. 11. settle for, [~ + for + obj] to be satisfied 
with: You shouldnt have to settle for second best. 12. 
settle into, [~ + into + obj] to become established in: 
The new worker settled into the job. 13. settle on or 
upon, [~ + on/Aipon + obj) to decide or agree: to settle 
on a plan. 14. settle up, to pay (what is owed), such as 
a bill: [no Obj): You should settle up with the bank on 
your loan. [~ + obj): You should settle up your debts. 
—set/tler, n. [count] 

set-tleement (set/l mənt) /'setlmənt/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act or state of moving into or settling in a place, or 
the state of being settled: a colony for settlement in the 
south. 2. [count] a colony, esp. in its early stages: a 
smalt settlement in Jamestown, Virginia. 3. [count] a 
small community, as in a thinly populated area. 4. 
[count] an agreement signed after labor negotiations be- 
tween union and management: to reach a settlement be- 
fore the strike deadline. 5. [count] the satisfying of a 
claim or demand: reached a settlement out of court. 6. 
[count] Also called set/tlement house’. an establish- 
ment in a poor area providing social services to local res- 
idents. 

set/-to’, n. [count], pl. -tos. a usually brief, sharp fight 
or argument. 

set-up (set/up’) /'set,ap/ n. [count] 1. organization; ar- 
rangement: an efficient setup at work. 2. an act or in- 
stance of getting ready. 3. an activity or contest deliber- 
ately made easy: The best team gets to play the worst 
team: what a setup! 4. a situation created to fool or trap 
someone; trick: The drug deater walked straight into our 
setup. 

sev-en (sev/an) /'sevon/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, 
6 plus I. 2. a symbol for this number, as 7 or VII. 3. a 
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set of this many persons or things. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4 amounting to seven in number: my seven sis- 
ters. —sev’enth, adj., 11. [count] 

sev’en seas’, n. [ptural; the + ~ sometimes: Seven 
Seas] the waters of the world that can be traveled on. 

sev-en-teen (sev/ən tén’) /'sevon'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a 
cardinal number, tO plus 7. 2. a symbol for this number, 
as I7 or XVII. 3. a set of this many persons or things. 
—adj. [before a noun) 4. amounting to 17 in number: 
seventeen sununers ago. —sev’/en-teenth’, adj., n. 
{count] 

sev’enth heav/en, n. [noncount] a state of very great 
happiness; bliss: He was in seventh heaven after he got 
the raise. 

sev-en-ty (sevən tē) /'sevontiy/ n, ph -ties, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a cardinal number, 10 times 7. 2. a symbol for 
this number, as 70 or LXX. 3. a set of this many persons 
or things. 4. seventies, (plural; usually: the + ~) the 
numbers from 70 through 79, as in referring to the years 
of a lifetime or of a century or to degrees of temperature. 
—adj. [before a noun) 5. amounting to 70 in number. 
—sev’en-ti-eth, adj., n. [count] 

sev-er (sev/ar) /'sevor/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to separate (a 
part) from the whole, as by cutting: His leg had been sev- 
ered in an accident. 2. to break off or dissolve (relations, 
etc.): The government has severed alt diptomatic 
relations. See -PARE!-. 

sev-er-al (sev/ar al, sev/ral) /‘sevoral, 'sevrəl/ Eal (> 3 
Plurat noun) 1. being more than two but fewer than 
many: There are several ways to do the same thing. 2. 
separate; different: We visited on severat occasions. 3. 
individual; respective: They went their several ways. —n. 
[ptural; used with a plural verb] 4. several persons or 
things; a few; some: Several have already signed up. 
—sev/er-al-ly, adv. See -pare!-. 

sev-ereance (sev’ar ans, -rans) /'sevarans, -rəns/ n. 1. 
the act of severing, or the state of being severed: [non- 
count): severance from his family. [count]: a severance of 
relations. 2. Also, severance pay. [noncount] money 
paid to a worker being dismissed for reasons beyond the 
worker's control. See -pare!-. 

se-vere (so vér’) /so'vior/ adj., -ver-er, -ver-est. 1. 
harsh; unnecessarily extreme: severe criticism. 2. stern 
in manner or appearance: Her hair was tied in a tight, se- 
vere bun. 3. plain; without much decoration. 4. grave; 
critical: a severe illness. 5. of an extreme or violent na- 
ture: severe thunderstorms. 6. difficult to endure, per- 
form, etc.: a severe test of strength. 7. very exact; de- 
manding: severe standards. —se-vere/ly, adv. —se-ver- 
ity (sə ver/i tē) /sa'veritiy/ n. (noncount]: the severity of 
his condition. 

sew (sO) /sow/ v., sewed, sewn (son) /sown/ or sewed, 
sew-ing. 1. to join or attach (one or more things) by 
stitches: [~ + obj]: He sewed a button on his shirt. (no 
obj): | learned how to sew at an early age. 2. sew up, [~ 
+ up + obj] Informal. to accomplish or control success- 
fully: to sew up a deal; to sew up enough votes for an 
early nomination. —sew/er, n. (count) 

sew-age (sd0/ij) /‘suwid3/ also Sew-ersage (sd0/ar ij) 
/suworid3/ n. [noncount] the waste matter that passes 
through sewers. 

sewer (soo/ar) /'suwor/ n. [count] an artificial passage, 
usually underground, for carrying off waste water and re- 
fuse, as in a town or city: The sewers overflowed. 

sew-ing (s0/ing) /'sowin/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or 
work of one who sews. 2. something sewn or to be 
sewn. 

sew/ing machine’, n. [count] a machine for making 
stitches and sewing garments, leather, etc. 

sex (seks) /seks/ n. 1. [count] either the female or male 
division of a species: What sex is your kitten? 2. [non- 
count] all the differences by which the female and the 
male are distinguished; gender: discrimination on the ba- 
sis of sex. 3. [noncount] the attraction drawing one sex 
toward another: emphasis on sex in movies. 4. SEXUAL 
INTERCOURSE : premarital sex. —-Idiom. 5. have sex, to 
engage in sexual intercourse. —sex/less, adj. See 
-SECT-. 

sex-, prefix. sex- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “six”: sexpartite (= having six parts or divi- 
sions). 

sex’ appeal’, n. [(noncount] 1. the ability to excite peo- 
ple sexually: a movie star with great sex appeal. 2. a ca- 
pacity to stimulate interest: The new campaign tacked 
sex appeal. 

sex-ism (sek/siz am) /'seksizam/ n. [noncount) 1. atti- 
tudes or behavior based on traditional views about sexual 


sexpot to shake 


roles of men and women: TV commercials full of sexism. 
2. discrimination or prejudice based on a person’s sex, 
esp. against women. —sex/ist, adj.: a sexist attitude. 
=n. (count): a workplace full of sexists. 

sex-pot (seks/pot’) /'seks,pnt/ n. [comut] 
someone who is especially sexy. 

sex’ sym/bol, s. [count] a famous or well-known per- 
son who is thought to have great sex appeal. 

sex-tant (sek/stant) /‘sekstont/ n. [count] an instrument 
used to figure out one’s latitude and longitude at sea by 
measuring certain angles of the sun, moon, and stars. 

sex-tet or sex-tette (seks tet’) /seks'tet/ n. [count] 1. 
any group or set of six. 2. a. a company of six singers or 
players. b. a musical composition for six voices or instru- 
ments. 

sex-ton (sek/stan) /'sekstan/ n. [count] an official who 
maintains a church or a synagogue. 

sex-ueal (sek’shoo al) /'sekfuwal/ adj. (usually: before a 
noun) 1. of or relating to sex: sexual pleasure. 2. occur- 
ring between or involving the sexes: sexual relations. 3. 
having sexual organs: sexual reproduction in the animal 
world. —sex-uealeiety (sek/shdo al/i tē) /sekfuw'elitiy/ 
n. {nonconnt]): awareness of one’s sexuality. —sex/ue 
ably, adv.: sexually active teenagers. 

sex’ual harass’ment, n. [noncount] unwelcome sex- 
ual attentions, esp. when made by an employer or supe- 
rior, usually with the understanding that accepting them 
is a condition of continued employment or promotion. 

sex/ual in’tercourse, n. (noncount] the act of joining 
or coupling of the sexual or genital organs between indi- 
viduals, esp. One involving penetration of the penis into 
the vagina. 

sex/ually transmit/ted disease’, n. [count] any 
disease characteristically transmitted by sexual contact, 
as gonorrhea. 

sexey (sek/sé) /'seksiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. sexually in- 
teresting, attractive, or exciting: a sexy actor. 2. excitingly 
appealing; glamorous: a sexy ad campaign. —sex:i-ly 
(sek/sa lē) /'seksaliy/ adv. —sex/ieness, n. [noncount) 

SF or sf, science fiction. 

Sgt., an abbreviation of: Sergeant. 

sh or shh (usually an extended sh sound) /usually an 
extended § sound! interj. (used to urge someone to be 
quiet). 

shab-by (shab/é) /‘Sabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. 1. show- 
ing signs of wear or long use: a shabby old overcoat. 2. 
mean; ungenerous or unfair: shabby behavior. 3. infe- 
rior; second-rate: pretty shabby pitching in your last two 
games. —shab»bi-ly (shab/a lē) /'fæbəliy/ adv.: sliabbily 
dressed. —shab/bi-ness, n. [noncount) 

shack (shak) /fæk/ n. [count] 1. a rough cabin; shanty. 
—v. [no obj) 2. shack up, [no obj; often: ~ + up + with 
+ obj] Slang. to live together or with another as sexual 
partners without being legally married. 

shack-le (shak/al) /‘fekol/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. [count] 
1. a fastening, as of iron, for placing around the wrist, 
ankle, etc., to prevent free movement; fetter. 2. Often, 
shackles. [plural anything that serves to prevent or re- 
duce freedom, thought, etc.: sliackles of prejudice. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to confine, restrain, or prevent free move- 
ment of (a person or animal) by a shackle or shackles. 4. 
to restrict the freedom of: to shackle the press with tight 
restrictions. 

shad (shad) /fæd/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when thouglit of as 
a group) shad, (esp. for kinds or species) shads. a her- 
ringlike sea fish of Europe and North America. 

shade (shad) /fcyd/ n., v., shad-ed, shad-ing. —n. 1. 
(noncount) the darkness caused by the screening of rays 
of light from an area, or a place where this is found: to 
Stand in the slade of a big tree. 2. (courit]) something 
that reduces or shuts out heat or light, as on a window or 
a lamp. 3. shades, [plural Informal. sunglasses: wear- 
ing a pair of shades. 4. (courit] the spirit of a dead per- 
son. 5. [count] the degree of darkness of a color: a 
shade of bine. ©. [count] a slight amount or degree: a 
slade of difference. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to produce shade 
in, on, or over: The liouse is well shaded by the tall trees. 
8. to introduce degrees of darkness into (a drawing, 
painting, etc.) to create light and shadow: [~ + obj]: to 
sliade the figures of the sketch. {~ + obj + in): to shade 
ther in with pencil. [~ + in + obj): to shade in the 
figures. 9. to change by slight amounts: [~ + obj]: The 
candidate sliaded his answer to fit what he thought the 
people wanted to liear. [no obj): His answer seemed to 
shade from an initial “no” to a tentative “yes.” 

shad-ing (sha/ding) /‘feydin/ m. 1. [count] a slight 
changing or difference of color, character, etc.: sliadings 
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of meaning. 2. [noncount] the representation of the dif- 
ferent values of color or light and dark in a painting or 
drawing. 

shad-ow (shad/6) /'Jædow/ n. 1. [count] a dark image 
cast on a surface by a body that blocks light: watched her 
shadow grow shorter, then longer. 2. [noncount] shade 
or some darkness: standing in shadow. 3. shadows, 
[plural] darkness: the shadows of the night; Shadows are 
falling. 4. [count] a slight suggestion; hint; trace: inno- 
cent beyond the shadow of a doubt. 5. [count] a re- 
minder of what was once present: just a shadow of his 
former self. 6. [noncount) (in painting, drawing, etc.) the 
dark part of a picture. 7. (count) a period or instance of 
gloom, unhappiness, etc.: in the shadow of war. 8. 
[count] a person who follows another constantly. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 9. to cover with shadow; shade: During the 
eclipse the moon shadowed the sun. 10. to cast a gloom 
over; cloud: Sadness shadowed her face. 11. to follow 
the movements of (a person) secretly: Agents shadowed 
the suspected spy. —adj. [before a noun) 12. without of- 
ficial authority: a shadow government. 

shad-ow-box (shad’6 boks/) /‘fadow,bnks/ v. [no obj] 
to go through the motions of boxing, without an oppo- 
nent, as a training procedure. 

shad-owry (shad/6 ē) /'fædowiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. 
resembling a shadow, as by being weak or hard to see: 
shadowy outlines. 2. hard to observe or know about: the 
shadowy lives of spies. 

shad-y (sha/dé) /'feydiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. shaded; 
having or giving shade: a shady park. 2. of untrustworthy 
character: a shady deal. —shad/i-ness, n. {noncount] 

shaft (shaft) /fæft/ n. [count] 1. a long stick or pole: The 
shaft of the arrow was wooden. 2. something aimed at 
someone or something in attack: shafts of sarcasm. 3. a 
ray or beam: shafts of sunlight. 4. a vertical passage or 
other enclosed space, as in a building: an elevator shaft. 
5. (singular; the + ~J Slang. harsh or unfair treatment: 
He got the shaft from his boss. —v. [~ + obj] 6. Slang. 
to treat in a dishonest manner: His former company 
shafted him. 

shag’ (shag) /fag/ n. 1. [noncount] rough, matted hair, 
wool, etc. 2. [count] a hairstyle in which the hair is cut in 
layers downward from the crown. 3. [count] a kind of 
carpeting or rug with long, loose yarns. 

shag? (shag) /fæg/ v. [~ + obj], shagged, shag-ging. 1. 
to go after and bring back; fetch. 2. to retrieve and throw 
back (fly balls) in batting practice. 

shag-gy (shag/é) /'fægiy/ adj., -giver, -gi-est. 1. cov- 
ered with or having long, rough hair: a shaggy dog. 2. 
forming a bushy mass, such as hair: a shaggy beard. 3. 
untidy; messy. —shag/gi-ness, n. {noncount] 

shah (sha, sho) /fa, Jo/ n. (count; often: Shah] (formerly, 
in Iran) a king. 

shake (shak) /fceyk/ v., shook (shòk) /fuk/ shak-en 
(sha’kan) /‘Seykon/ shak-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) 
move with short, quick movements: [no obj]: The car 
shook when the engine started. [~ + obj]: The earth- 
quake shook the house. 2. [no obj] to tremble with emo- 
tion, cold, etc.: His voice shook with rage. 3. to (cause 
to) become loose and fall: [~ + obj]: He shook the sand 
loose from his feet. [~ + obj + off}: She shook her 
clothes off and climbed into bed. [~ + off + obj]: She 
shook off her clothes atid climbed into bed. [~ + off): 
The sand sliook off all through the house. 4. to move 
(something, esp. in a container), briskly to and fro or up 
and down, as in mixing: [~ + obj]: Shake the container 
of chocolate milk before you pour it. [~ + up + obj): 
Shake up the container. (~ + obj + up]: Shake it up 
well. [no obj): Shake well before using. 5. to take hold of 
(usually the right hand of another person) as a sign of 
greeting, friendship, etc.: [~ + obj]: They shook hands 
and exchanged business cards. [no obj): It's a deal; let's 
shake on it. 6. [~ + obj] to hold (something) in front of 
another in a threatening way: shook her fist at him. 7. {~ 
+ obj] to grasp in an attempt to knock something loose 
by quick, strong movements: to shake the tree to Knock 
apples loose. 8. [~ + obj] to knock (something) loose 
by quick, strong movements: to shake apples froin the 
tree, 9. [~ + obj] to upset or worry (someone) deeply or 
greatly: badly sliaken by her deatli. 10. [~ + obj] to get 
tid of or away from: The spy shook the agents following 
him. 11. shake down, a. to demand money from, as by 
blackmail: [~ + down + obj]: He shook down rich politi- 
cians. [~ + obj + down): to shake them down for 
moriey. b. [~ + obj + down] to search for hidden weap- 
ons: to shake the prisoners down for weapons. 12. 
shake off, a. to get rid of; reject: [~ + off + obj]: She 
can't shake Off a feeling of despair. [~ + obj + off}: | 
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cant shake this flu off. b. to get away from: [~ + off + 
obj): The spy shook off the pair of agents following hiin. 
[~ + obj + of: He shook thern off and returned home. 
13. shake up, a. to trouble or distress: upset: [~ + obj 
+ up): The news of her death shook s WO. || se Wy) SF 
obj): The news of her death shook up the town. b. [~ + 
up + obj) to rearrange: The Prinie Minister shook up her 
Cabinet. —n. 14. [count] an act or instance of rocking or 
shaking: a slight shake of the head. 15. shakes, (plural; 
Often: the + ~] a state or spell of trembling, caused by 
fear, cold, etc.: a bad case of the shakes. 16. MILKSHAKE. 
17. HANDSHAKE (def. 1). 18. [count; usually: singular; a + 
~] treatment; deal: Everyone gets a fair shake. 19. 
[count] Informal. an earthquake. —Idiom. 20. no 
great shakes, common; ordinary: an average student, 
no great shakes. 21. shake a leg, /nformal. to hurry. 

shake-down (shak/doun/) /‘feyk,dawn/ n. [count] 1. an 
act of demanding money by blackmail. 2. a thorough 
search. 3. a cruise or flight taken to prepare for regular 
service by making the crew familiar with a craft's opera- 
tion, machinery, etc. 

shak-er (sha/kar) /'feykər/ n. [count] a container with 
holes in its top from which a seasoning, condiment, etc., 
is shaken onto food: salt shakers. 

shake/-up’, n. [count] a rearrangement of administra- 
tion in an organization, as by dismissals. 

shak-y (sha’ké) /‘feykiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. tending to 
shake: shaky hands. 2. not firm; insecure: a Shaky foun- 
dation. 3. not likely to continue; uncertain: a Shaky truce. 

shale (shal) /feyl/ m. (nonconnt] a kind of rock formed 
from clay. 

shall (shal; unstressed shal) /fæl; unstressed fal’ anxil- 
lary (modal) v., pres. shall; past should; irnperative, in- 
finitive, and participles lacking. [~ + root forin ofa verb] 
1. (used to express plans or intentions concerning the 
main verb, esp. with regard to the future): / shalt go later. 
2. (used to express the necessity, strong intention, or de- 
termination of carrying out the action of the main verb): 
You shalt get those x-rays immediately. 3. (used to ex- 
press that the action of the main verb must be carried 
out): Council ineetings shalt be held in public. 4. (used in 
question forms to make an offer, suggestion, or request 
for advice): Shalt | help you, or do you want to do it your- 
self? Shalt I apologize to her? 

shal-lot (shal/at, sha lot’) /'fælət, fa'lot/ n. [count] 1. a 
plant related to the onion. 2. the bulb of this plant, used 
in cooking. 

shallow (shal/d) /'fælow/ adj., -er, -est. 1. of little 
depth; not deep: shallow water. 2. lacking depth or seri- 
Ousness; superficial: a shallow mind. 3. taking in a small 
amount of air in each breath: shallow breattring. 

sha-lom (sha \6m/, sha-) /fa'lowm, fo-/ interj. Hebrew. 
(used as a word of greeting or farewell). 

shalt (shalt) /fælt/ v. Archaic. 2nd pers. sing. of SHALL. 

sham (sham) /fxm/ n., adj., v, shammed, sham-ming. 
—n. [count] 1. a person or thing pretending to be some- 
one or something else; fraud: Her illness was a sharin to 
gain sympathy. 2. a cover or the like: a pilfow sharn. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. pretended; false; counterfeit: 
sham attacks. —v. 4. to make a false show of (some- 
thing); pretend: [~ + obj]: to shan being drunk. [no 
Obj): He's only shamiming. 

shaeman (shä/mən, sha/-, sham/an) /'famon, 'fey-, 
'fæmən/ n. [count] (esp. among certain tribal peoples) a 
person who communicates between the natural and the 
supernatural worlds, using magic to cure illness, foretell 
the future, etc. —shaeman-ic (sha manik) /fo'manik/ 


adj. 
sham-ble (sham/bal) /'fæmbəl/ v., -bled, -bling, 7. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to walk or move awkwardly; shuffle. —r. 


[count] 2. a shambling type of walk. 

sham-bles (sham/balz) /‘fambalz/ n. (count; singular; 
used with a singular verb; usually: a/the + ~] a place or 
condition of great disorder or chaos: Her desk is a 
Shambles. 

shame (sham) /feym/ n., v., shamed, sham-ing. —n. 1. 
[noncount) the painful feeling of having done or experi- 
enced something wrong, dishonest, etc.: A deep sense of 
shame overwhelmed hint. 2. [noncount) the ability to ex- 
perience this feeling: to be without shame. 3. [noncount) 
disgrace; ignominy: His dishonesty brings shame to the 
whole team. 4. (count; singular; usually: a + ~] a cause 
for regret, disappointment, etc.: I was a share you 
werent there. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to cause to suffer dis- 
grace: Her actions shamed her entire family. 6. [~ + obj 
+ into + verb-ing] to cause (someone) to do something 
because of a feeling of shame: She shamed me into go- 


shakedown to share 


ing. ——Idiom. 7. put (someone or something) to 
shame, [put + obj + to 4 ~] a. to cause to suffer 
shame. b. to outdo; surpass: The new computer puts this 
old one to shame. —Related Words. sHame is a noun 
and a verb, ASHAMED and SHAMEFUL are adjectives: tte felt 
shame after hurting the man. Iter response stiamed hiin 
into an apology. t was ashamed of what t had done. tt 
was a shameful deed. —Usage. Compare ASHAMED and 
SHAME. The adjective ASHAMED usually appears after some 
form of be, and may be followed by the word of, as in Fte 
is ashamed. She is asharned of what she has done. The 
noun SHAME iS used aS a noncount noun: feelings of 
shame; it also has use as a count noun: What a sharie 
you can't come! The verb shame takes an object and may 
take an additional phrase: She shared me into going. 

shame-faced (sham/fast’) /‘feym,fcyst/ adj. feeling or 
showing shame: shamefaced apologies. 

shame-ful (sham/fal) /‘feymfol/ adj. very wrong; dis- 
graceful; terrible: shameful acts of cruelty and violence. 
—shame/ful-ly, adv. 

shame-less (shan//lis) /‘feymlis/ adj. 1. lacking any 
sense of shame: unashamed: The shameless womiat: 
flirted with every man she met. 2. showing no shame; 
brazen: a sharneless liar. 

sham-poo (sham poo’) /fæm'puw/ n. 1. a cleansing 
preparation or soap that produces suds: [noncount]: 
Sorne Shainpoo got in her eyes and Stung thein. [count]: 
ł tried a new shampoo yesterday. 2. [count] the act of 
washing the hair, a rug, etc., with such a preparation: 
Give the rug a shanipoo. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to wash (the 
hair), esp. with a shampoo: Shampoos her hair every day. 
4. to wash the hair of: to bathe and shampoo the baby. 
5. to clean (rugs, upholstery, etc.) with a shampoo. 
—sham-poo/er, 1. [count] 

shamerock (shan/rok) /'feemrok/ m a three-leaved 
plant, esp. a small, yellow-flowered clover: [count]: carry- 
ing a icky shamrock. [noncount): fields of shamrock. 

shang-hai (shang/hi, shang hi’) fenhay, fæn'hay/ v. 
[~ + obj), -haied, -hai-ing. to kidnap or otherwise force 
(a sailor) to become a member of the crew of a ship. 

Shan-gri-la (shang/gri 14’, shang’gri 1a’) /SJæpgri'la, 
‘feengrila/ n. [count] an imaginary paradise on earth: 
Their retirement home was their little Shangri-ła. 

shank (shangk) /fæpk/ n. [count] 1. a. the part of the 
leg between the knee and the ankle. b. the correspond- 
ing part in other vertebrates. 2. a cut of meat from the 
leg of an animal. 3. a straight, narrow, shaftlike part of 
various objects usually connecting two more parts, such 
as the stem of a tobacco pipe. 

shan't (shant) /fænt/ contraction. a shortened form of 
Shalt not. 

shanety’ (shan%tē) /'fæntiy/ n. [count], 
roughly or poorly built hut, cabin, or house. 

shan-ty’ (shan/té) /'fæntiy/ n. [count], pi. -ties. a type 
of work song that sailors once sang. 

shape (shap) /feyp/ n., v, shaped, shap-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] the appearance of an object; the way a person or 
thing looks on the outside: Maly has the Shape of a boot 
when you see it on a map. 2. [count] something seen in 
outline: A vague shape appeared through the mist. 3. 
[noncount] condition; state of repair: The old house was 
in bad shape. She wants to exercise to get into shape (= 
to get into good physical condition). 4. (noncourit) or- 
derly arrangement: He could give no shape to his ideas. 
5. [Count] the figure or body of a person, esp. of a 
woman: The actress still has a great shape. —v. 6. [~ + 
obj) to give definite form to: to shape the ground beef 
into meatballs. 7. [~ + obj] to put in words: He Shaped 
his Criticism of her very carefully so as not to offend. 8. 
[~ + obj] to direct (one’s course, etc.): The events of his 
youth shaped his whole way of thinking. 9. shape up, 
[70 obj] a. to change, esp. favorably: Things are finally 
beginning to shape up in the economy. b. to improve 
one’s behavior, performance, or physical condition: H yon 
dont shape up, you'll be fired. —Idiom. 10. take 
shape, to take on a more complete form: become de- 
fined: Her ideas began to take shape and she wrote them 
down. 

shape-less (shap/lis) /'feyplis/ adj. 1. having no definite 
shape. 2. lacking a pleasing shape. —shape/less-ness, 
n. [noncount] 

shape-ly (shap/lé) /'feypliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est. having a 
pleasing shape, esp. with reference to a woman's figure. 

shard (shard) /fard/ also sherd (shûrd) /fard/ n. [count] 
a fragment or piece that is broken off, esp. a piece of 
earthenware. 

share’ (shar) /feor/ n., v., shared, shar-ing. —n. [court] 


pl -ties. a 
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1. a part of a whole, esp. given to a member of a group: 
The thieves counted out their share of the stoten money. 
2. one of the equal parts into which the capital stock of a 
corporation is divided: He bought shares in IBM. —v. 3. 
to divide and distribute (something) in shares: [~ + obj}: 
The two sisters shared their toys. [no obj]: You and your 
sister wilt have to learn to share. 4. [~ + obj] to use, 
participate in, receive, etc., jointly: The two chemists 
shared the Nobet prize. 5. share in, [~ + in + obj] to 
have a share or part in: We shared in their triumphs. 

share? (shar) /feər/ n. [count] a plowshare. 

share-crop-per (shar/krop/ar) /'‘feor,kropor/ n. [count] 
a farmer who does not own the land he or she works on 
but who pays as rent a share of the crop. 

share-hold-er (shar/hdl/dar) /‘feor, howldor/ n. [court] 
a person, company, etc., that owns shares of stock in a 
company. 

shark! (shark) /faurk/ n. [count] a fish that has a scale- 
less skin, a wide mouth on the underside of the head, 
and five to seven gill slits on each side. 

shark? (shark) /fark/ n. [count] 1. one who is skilled at 
obtaining money from others in a dishonest way. 2. In- 
formal. a person who has very good ability in a particular 
field: a card shark. 

sharkeskin (shark/skin’) /‘fark,skin/ n. [noncount] 1. a 
smooth fabric of rayon with a dull or chalklike appear- 
ance, used for clothing. 2. a fine woven fabric used for 
suits. 

sharp (sharp) /farp/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. 
having a thin cutting edge or a fine point for cutting or 
piercing: a sharp knife. 2. ending in an edge or point: 
sharp corners. 3. involving a sudden change in direction: 
a sharp curve in the road. 4. Clearly defined; distinct: a 
sharp contrast between black and white. 5. biting in 
taste: a sharp cheese. 6. piercing in sound: a sharp cry. 
7. keenly cold, such as weather: a sharp, biting wind. 8. 
felt strongly; intense: a sharp pain in his arm. 9. harsh; 
quick and angry: some sharp words about your behavior. 
10. alert or vigilant: Keep a sharp watch. 11. mentally 
quick; keen: a sharp lad. 12. shrewd or clever: a sharp 
bargainer. 13. shrewd to the point of dishonesty: sharp 
practice. 14. Music. a. (of a tone) raised a half step in 
pitch: F sharp. b. above an intended pitch, as a note; too 
high (opposed to flat). 15. Informal. very stylish: a sharp 
dresser. —adv. 16. keenly, carefully, or alertly: fo fook 
sharp. 17. abruptly or suddenly: turned sharp and ran. 
18. punctually; exactly at (a certain time): one o'clock 
sharp. 19. Music. above the true pitch: fo sing sharp. 
—n. [count] 20. SHARPER. 21. Music. a. a tone one half 
step above a given tone. b. (in musical notation) the 
symbol # indicating this. —sharp/ly, adv.: spoke sharply 
to the dog. —sharp/ness, n. [noncount] 

sharp-en (shar/pan) /'farpən/ v. to make or become 
sharp or sharper: [~ + obj]: to sharpen a knife. [no obj]: 
This knife won't sharpen. —sharp/en-er, n. (count): a 
pencit sharpener. 

sharpeer (shär/pər) /'forpor/ also sharpie n. [count] 1. 
one who is clever at cheating or stealing. 2. a profes- 
sional gambler. 

sharp/-eyed/’, adj. having keen sight or ability to ob- 
serve things. 

sharp-ie or sharp-y (shar’pe) /‘farpiy/ n. [count], pl 
-ies. 1. SHARPER. 2. a very alert person. 

sharp-shoot-er (sharp’shoo/ter) /‘farpfuwtor/ n. 
[count] 1. a person skilled in shooting, esp. with a rifle. 
2. an athlete noted for accurate aim, as in basketball. 
—sharp/shoot/ing, n. (noncount) 
sharp’-tongued’, adj. harsh, 
speech: sharp-tongued criticism. 
shat-ter (shat/ar) /'fætər/ v. 1. to (cause to) be broken 
into pieces, as by a blow: [no obj): The glass shattered 
when it hit the floor. [~ + obj): The looters shattered the 
shop windows. 2. [~ + obj] to weaken or destroy 
(health, etc.): ftis nerves were shattered by that experi- 
ence. 3. [~ + obj) to show (ideas, opinions, etc.) to be 
wrong, foolishness, etc.: His belief in humanity was Shat- 
tered. —n. [court] 4. Usually, shatters. [phira frag- 
ments made by shattering. 

shat-ter-ing (shat/ar ing) /‘fwtorin/ adj. affecting 
feelings or emotions deeply and badly; devastating: The 
news of her death was shattering. 

shat-ter-proof (shat/ar proof’) /'fætər,pruwf/ adj. de- 
signed or made to resist shattering. 

shave (shav) /Jcyv/ v., shaved, shaved or (esp. in coni- 
bination) shav-en, shav-ing, 1. —v. 1. to remove (hair, 
etc.) from (the face, etc.) by cutting it off close to the skin 
with a razor: [~ + obj]: tle shaved his face. [uo obj]: You 


cruel, or sarcastic in 
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forgot to shave yesterday. 2. [~ + obj to scrape away 
the surface of (something) with a sharp-edged tool: to 
use a scraper to shave the bottom of the door. 3. [~ + 
obj] to scrape or come very near to: The car just shaved 
the garage door. 4. [~ + obj] a. to reduce or deduct (an 
amount) from a price or total: to shave a few dollars off 
the price. b. to deduct a certain amount from (a price, 
etc.): to shave the asking price of the house. —n. [count] 
5. the act or an instance of shaving or being shaved. 
—Idiom. 6. close shave, [count] a narrow escape from 
disaster: During their escape the prisoners had numer- 
ous Close shaves. 

shaveen (sha/van) /'Jeyvon/ adj. (used with some other 
adjective or adverb before it) having been shaved in the 
manner mentioned: a clean-shaven face (= a face that 
has been shaved clean with no hair remaining on it). 

shav-er (shaver) /‘Seyvor/ n. [count] 1. one that shaves. 
2. an electric razor. 3. fnformat. a small boy. 

shaveing (sha/ving) /‘Jeyvin/ n. 1. Often, shavings. 
[phra a very thin piece or slice, esp. of wood: wood 
shavings on the floor. 2. [noncount) the act of one that 
shaves. 

shawl (shdl) /fol/ n. [count] a piece of wool or other 
fabric worn about the shoulders esp. by women. 

she (shé) /fiy/ pron., sing. nom. she, poss. her or hers, 
obj. her; pi nom. they, poss. their or theirs, obj. 
them; n., pi. shes; adj. —pron. 1. the female person or 
animal being discussed or that was last mentioned; that 
female: “How is your mother?” —"She’s fine, thanks.” 2. 
the woman: She who listens learns. 3. anything consid- 
ered, as by personification, to be feminine: She's a great- 
looking car, and economical, too. —n. (count) 4. a fe- 
male person or animal: ts your dog a she? —adj. 5. fe- 
male (usually used in combination with a noun): a she- 
goat. 

s/he (shé/ar hé’, shē/hē/) /'fiyor'hiy, ‘fiy'hiy/ pron. 
(used in writing in order to avoid he when the sex of the 
person referred to is unknown or irrelevant) she or he. 

sheaf (shēf) /fiyf/ n. [count], pl. sheaves (shévz) /fiyvz/ 
1. a bundle into which cereal plants are tied up after be- 
ing gathered from the fields. 2. any bundle or collection: 
a thick sheaf of papers. 

shear (shér) /fior/ v., sheared, sheared or shorn 
(shorn) /forn/ shear-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to remove 
(hair, wool, etc.) from (an animal) by or as if by cutting: 
to shear woot from sheep. 2. a. [~ + obj] to break (a 
wing of a plane) by great pressure from force parallel to 
it: The wind sheared the wing and the plane crashed. b. 
[no obj] to break as the result of pressure: The wing 
sheared off and the plane dropped. —n. 3. Usually, 
shears. [plural a. scissors of large size: a pair of shears. 
b. any of various cutting implements having two blades 
that suggest those of scissors: garden shears for trim- 
ming bushes. —shear/er, n. (count) 

sheath (shéth) /fiy®/ n. [count], pi. sheaths (shéthz) /fi- 
ydz/. 1. a close-fitting covering, esp. for the blade of a 
sword or dagger: He put his Knife back in its sheath. 2.a 
closely enveloping part in an animal or plant. 3. a close- 
fitting garment with a straight shape. 4. a condom. 

sheathe (shéth) /fiyð/ v. [~ + obj], sheathed, sheath- 
ing. 1. to put (a sword, etc.) into a sheath: The knights 
were warned to sheathe their swords. 2. to close in with 
a covering like a sheath: fo sheathe etectricat wires with 
an insulator. 

sheath-ing (shé/thing) /'fiydin/ n. 1. [count] a covering 
or outer layer. 2. [noncount) material for forming any 
such covering: nibber sheathing. 

she-bang (sha bang’) /fa'ben/ n. (count; singular) In- 
forrnal. the structure of something, as of an organization: 
The whole shebang felt apart when the chairman quit. 

shed’ (shed) /fed/ n. [coun 1. a small, roughly built 
structure made for shelter, storage, etc.: a shed for the 
toots. See illustration at tanoscaPe. 2. a large, strongly 
built structure, often open at the sides or end: (the 
customs shed at the port. 

shed? (shed) /fed/ v., shed, shed-ding. 1. [~ + obj] to 
pour forth; let fall: to shed tears. 2. [~ + obj] to give or 
send forth (light, influence, etc.): The detective can shed 
light on what happened. 3. [~ + obj] to resist being af- 
fected by: The raincoat is made of a cloth that sheds wa- 
ter. 4. a. to drop out or off (hair, skin, etc.) naturally: [70 
obj): The dog was shedding alt over the rig. [~ + obj]: 
The trees were shedding their leaves. b. (no obj] (of hair, 
skin, etc.) to drop out or off naturally: The dog hair was 
shedding alt over the house. 

she'd (shéd) /fiyd/ contraction. 1. a shortened form of 
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she had: She'd seen him and could identify him. 2. a 
shortened form of she would: She'd have to come in. 
sheen (shén) /fiyn/ n. (noncount] brightness; radiance; 
luster: (he sheen of the newly polished floor. 

sheep (shép) /fiyp/ n. (count), pl. sheep. 1. a mammal 
that eats grass, grows a woolly fleece on its back and 
sides, and is closely related to goats: Sheep are grown 
for their wool and meat. 2. a meek, unimaginative per- 
son, or one who is easily led. 

sheep-dog or sheep dog (shep’dég’, -dog/) 
I'Siyp,dog, -,dog/ n. [count] a dog trained to herd and 
guard sheep. 

sheep-ish (shé/pish) /‘fiypif/ adj. embarrassed or bash- 
ful, esp. for having done something foolish: He gave a 
sheepish grin after tripping on the steps. —sheep/ish-ly, 
adv. —sheep/isheness, n. (noncount] 

sheep-skin (shép/skin’) /'‘fiyp,skin/ n. [count] 1. the 
skin of a sheep, as for a garment. 2. Informal. a di- 
ploma. —adj. [before a noun] 3. made from the skin of a 
sheep. 

sheer’ (shér) /fiər/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. so 
thin as to be transparent: sheer stockings. 2. [before a 
noun] unmixed with anything else: sheer luck; sheer 
nonsense. 3. extending down or up very steeply: a sheer 
descent. —adv. 4. completely; quite: He drove sheer off 
the road. 5. vertically; down or up very steeply: cliffs ris- 
ing sheer from the sea. —n. [count] 6. a thin, nearly 
transparent fabric or garment. —sheer/ness, n. (non- 
count] 

sheer? (shér) /fior/ v. 1. to move away from a course; 
deviate: [no obj): The jet fighters sheered to the south. 
[~ + obj]: The pilot sheered the jet fighter to the south. 
—n. [count] 2. an act of moving away from or changing a 
direction or course. 

sheet (shét) /fiyt/ n. [count] 1. a large rectangular piece 
of cotton used for bedding. 2. a wide, thin surface or 
covering: a sheet of ice. 3. a thin, rectangular piece of 
material, such as glass or tin. 4. a rectangular piece of 
Paper, esp. one on which to write: Take out a sheet of 
paper and answer these questions. 5. a wide extent or 
expanse, as of fire or water: sheets of fame; sheets of 
rain. 

sheet-ing (shé/ting) /‘Siytin/ n. [noncount] 1. the act of 
covering with or forming into sheets. 2. something 
formed into a sheet or sheets: tin sheeting on the roofs 
of huts. 3. a kind of plain cotton fabric, esp. a firmly 
made muslin used for bed sheets. 

sheet’ met/al, n. [noncount] metal in sheets or thin 
plates. 

sheet’ mu/sic, n. [noncount] music printed on un- 
bound sheets of paper. 

sheik (shék; also shak) /fiyk; also feyk/ n. Also, sheikh. 
(in Arab countries) the male leader, usually an elder, of a 
tribe or family; chief: [count]: seated near sheiks and 
Princes. [proper noun]: Sheik Faisal. —sheik’dom, n. 
[count] 

shek-els (shek/alz) /'fekəlz/ n. [plura Slang. money; 
cash. 

shelf (shelf) /felf/ n. [count], pi. shelves (shelvz). 1. a 
thin, flat slab of wood, metal, etc., attached horizontally 
to a wall or in a frame, for supporting objects: a shelf 
with books. 2. a surface like this, such as a ledge. 
—Idiom. 3. off the shelf, (noncount) kept in stock in a 
store: buying electronic parts off the shelf. 4. on the 
shelf, [noncount] inactive; useless. 

shelf? life’, n. (count; usually: singular), pl. shelf lives. 
the period during which a stored item, such as food, 
remains safe to eat: a shelf life of only a few days. 

shell (shel) /fel/ n. 1. [count] a hard outer covering of an 
animal, such as of a clam, snail, or turtle. 2. [count] the 
hard outer covering of an egg. 3. [noncount] the mate- 
rial that makes up any of these coverings. 4. [count] the 
usually hard outer covering of a seed, fruit, etc.: peanut 
shells; coconut shells. 5. [count] something that looks 
like the shell of ah animal, as in shape. 6. [conf] a thin 
crust of pastry or other dough lightly baked in a hollow 
shape: a pie shell; taco shells. 7. [count] any case or 
covering, as for protecting. 8. [count] a reserved man- 
ner. 9. [count] a hollow container filled with explosive 
and fired from a gun, etc.: mortar shells bursting in the 
air. 10. [count] a light, long, narrow racing boat for row- 
ing. 11. [count] the framework or external structure of a 
building. —v. [~ + obj] 12. to remove the shell of: to 
shell some peanuts. 13. to separate (corn, grain, etc.) 
from the ear, cob, or husk. 14. to fire explosive projec- 
tiles into, upon, or among; bombard: The rebels shelled 
the town. 15. shell out, /nformal. to pay (money): [~ + 
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out + obj): I've shelled out enough money. [~ + obj + 
out): to shelt it out again. 

she'll (shél; unstressed shil) /fiyl; unstressed fil/ con- 
traction. a shortened form of she wilt! The doctor is in; 
she'll see you now. 

shel-lac or shel-lack (sha lak’) /fo'læk/ n., v., -lacked, 
-lack-ing. —n. 1. a thin varnish: [noncount): Before us- 
ing shellac, you must sand the surface of wood. [count]: 
the cheapest brand of all the commercial shellacs. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to coat or treat with shellac: to shellac the 
wood. 3. Slang. to defeat completely: Their basketball 
teaim shellacked us by nearly fifty points. 

shell-fish (shel/fish’) /‘fel,fif/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or Species) 
-fish-es. an animal living in water and having a shell, 
such as the oyster or other mollusks. 

shel-ter (shel/tar) /‘feltor/ m. 1. [count] something be- 
neath, behind, or within which one is protected, as from 
storms, cold, danger, etc.: an air raid shelter. 2. (non- 
count] the protection or safety given by such a thing: We 
found shelter in a nearby barn. 3. [count] a building 
serving as a temporary place to live, as for the homeless 
or unwanted animals. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to provide with a 
shelter: to shelter the homeless. 5. (no obj) to find a 
safe place: fo shelter somewhere during the snowstorm. 

shelve (shelv) /felv/ v. [~ + obj], shelved, shelv-ing. 1. 
to place on a shelf: to shelve the books. 2. to put aside; 
defer: to shelve a question. 3. to remove from active use 
or service; dismiss: The pitcher was shelved because he 
lost so many ballgames. 4. to furnish with shelves. 
—shelv/er, n. [count] 

shelves (shelvz) /felvz/ n. [phural] pl. of SHELF. 

shelv-ing (shel/ving) /‘Selvin/ n. [noncount] 1. material 
for shelves. 2. shelves thought of as a group. 

she-nan-iegan (sho nan/i gan) /fa'nenigan/ n. informal. 
Usually, shenanigans. [plural] mischief; tricks: What 
shenanigans are you up to this time? 

shep-herd (shep/ard) /'fepərd/ n. [count] 1. one who 
herds, tends, and guards sheep. 2. one who protects, 
guides, or watches over other people. —v. [~ + obj) 3. 
to tend, guard, or lead as or like a shepherd: to shep- 
herd the children. 

sher-bet (shir/bit) /'farbit/ n. Also, sher-bert (shir/- 
bart) /'Jərbərt/. a frozen, fruit-flavored ice with milk, egg 
white, or gelatin added: [noncount]: a cone of orange 
sherbet. (count): tlt have two orange sherbets, please. 

sher-iff (sher/if) /‘Serif/ n. the law-enforcement officer 
of a county: [count]: The sheriff got out of his car and 
approached the speeders. (before a name]: Sheriff Jones 
got out of his car. 

sher-ry (sher/é) /'feriy/ n., pl. -ries. an amber-colored 
wine of S Spain, or a similar wine made elsewhere: [non- 
count): a glass of sherry. (count): some Spanish sherries. 

she’s (shéz) /fiyz/ contraction. 1. a shortened form of 
she is: She's a fool. 2. a shortened form of she has, only 
when has is used as an auxiliary verb: She's got big prob- 
lems. 

shib-bo-leth (shib/ə lith, -leth’) /'fibəli0, -,le6/ n. 
[count] 1. a particular way of speech that distinguishes a 
certain group. 2. a common saying or belief with little 
current meaning or truth. 

shied (shid) /fayd/ v. pt. and pp. of sy. 

shield (shéld) /fiyld/ n. [count] 1. a device used as a 
defense against blows, esp. a broad piece of armor car- 
ried on the arm. 2. a person or thing that defends, as 
from injury: the heat shield on the space capsule. 3. 
something shaped like a shield, such as the badge of a 
police officer: The officer flashed his shield. —v. [~ + 
obj) 4. to protect with or as if with a shield: to shield her 
children from the truth. 

shift (shift) /fift/ v. 1. to move from one place, person, 
etc., to another: [~ + obj]: Let's shift that display from 
this window to the next one. (no obj): If the weight they 
are lifting shifts, it could tumble down on them. 2. to put 
aside (ideas, etc.) and replace by others; change or ex- 
change: [~ + obj]: to shift ideas. [no obj): to shift in 
one’s thinking. 3. to change (gears) from one ratio to an- 
other in driving a motor vehicle: [no obj]: She shifted 
smoothly and drove away. [~ + obj]: He shifted gears 
chunsily. 4. [no obj; usually: ~ + for + oneself) to man- 
age to get along by oneself: Can you shift for yourself 
while your parents are away? —n. [count] 5. a change 
from one place, position, etc., to another: a shift in the 
wind. 6. a person's scheduled period of work: the night 
shift, from eleven at night until eight in the morning. 7. a 
group of workers scheduled to work during such a pe- 
riod. 8. a straight, loose-fitting dress. 


shiftless to shit 


shift-less (shift/lis) /‘fiftlis/ adj. lacking in desire to im- 
prove oneself; lazy. —shift/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

shiftey (shif7te) /‘fiftiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. avoiding direct 
dealings or talk; evasive: gave me a shifty glance, refus- 
ing to meet my gaze. —shift-iely (shif/tl €) /'Siftliy/ adv. 
—shift/i-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

shill (shil) /fil/ n. [count] 1. one who pretends to be a 
customer in order to fool others into participating, as at a 
casino or in street gambling games. 2. one who praises 
another for self-interest: another shill trying to gain her 
favor. —v. [no Obj] 3. to work as a shill: to shift for a 
large casino. 

shil-leelagh (sha 1a7lé, -la) /fa'leyliy, -lo/ n. (count) (esp. 
in Ireland) a heavy stick with a knob at the end. 

shilling (shiling) /‘Silin/ n. [count] 1. a coin and former 
monetary unit of the United Kingdom, the 20th part of a 
pound, equal to 12 pence. Abbr.: s. 2. a former mone- 
tary unit of various other nations originally settled or col- 
onized by Great Britain. 

shilely-shal-ly (shil7é shal/e) /'filiy, fæliy/ v. [no obj], 
-shal-lied, -shal-ly-ing. to show an inability to make a 
decision: Quit shilly-shallying and make up your rind! 

shim (shim) /fim/ n, v, shimmed, shim-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a thin wedge of metal, etc., for driving into 
holes or gaps, as between machine parts, to level them. 
—v. [~ + obj) 2. to fill out or bring to a level by inserting 
a shim or shims. 

shimmer (shinyar) /‘Simoar/ v. [no obj] 1. to shine with 
or reflect a soft light: The ocean waves shimmered in the 
sunlight. 2. to appear to quiver in faint light or while re- 
flecting heat waves: The air shimmered in front of us 
from the heat. —n. [count] 3. a soft, unsteady light or 
gleam. 4. a quivering motion or image as is produced by 
reflecting faint light or heat waves. —shim/mer-y, adj. 

shimemy (shim/é) /'fimiy/ n., pl. -mies, v., -mied, -my:- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. too much wobbling in the front 
wheels of a motor vehicle. —v. [mo obj] 2. to shake, 
wobble, or vibrate: The car shimmied badly at speeds 
over 40 mph. 

shin (shin) /fin/ n., v., shinned, shin-ning. —n. [count] 
1. the front part of the leg from the knee to the ankle: 
got bruises on both shins. —v. 2. to climb (a pole or the 
like) by holding fast with the legs after drawing oneself 
up with the hands: [no obj): to shin up a tree. [~ + obj]: 
liked to shin the trees in their backyard. 

shin-bone (shin/b6n’) /‘finjbown/ n. TIBIA. 

shin-dig (shin/dig’) /‘fin,dig/ n. [count] Inforrnal. a large 
and elaborate dance, party, or celebration: a big shindig 
for her retirernent. 

shine (shin) /fayn/ v., shone (shGn) /fown/ or, esp. for 7 
shined; shin-ing; n. —v. 1. [no obj] to glow with light: 
The sun shone brightly. 2. [no obj) to be bright with re- 
flected light; sparkle: Her golden hair shone in the sun- 
light. 3. [no obj) (of light or a light) to appear strongly; 
glare: The tights were shining straight in his eyes. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to direct the light of (a lamp, etc.): shone his 
flashlight directly onto my face. 5. [no obj) to appear un- 
usually lively, as the eyes or face. 6. [no obj] to do very 
well; excel: to shine in algebra. 7. [~ + obj] to polish 
(shoes, etc.): The soldier had to shine his shoes. —n. 
[count] 8. [usually singular) brightness caused by light 
given off by an object: a beautiful shine on the floor. 9. 
{usually singular) a polish given to shoes. 10. an act or 
instance of polishing shoes. —Idiom. 11. come rain 
or shine, a. whether it rains Or does not: We play foot- 
ball tornorrow come rain or shine. b. no matter what 
happens: Promise that you'lt stay with me, corne rain or 
Shine. 12. take a shine to, [~ + obj] to develop a 
strong liking for (another person): seerned to take a 
Shine to the new worker. 

shin-er (sni/nar) /‘faynar/ n. Inforrnat. BLACK EYE (def. 1). 
shinegle (shing’gal) /'fingol/ n., v., -gled, -gling. —n. 
[count] 1. a thin, rectangular piece of wood, slate, etc., 
laid in rows that partly cover each other on the roofs and 
T of buildings. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to cover with shin- 
gles. 

shingles (shing’galz) /'fingolz/ n. [noncount; used with 
a singular verb] a disease caused by the herpes virus, 
with blisterlike pimples on the skin and pain. 

shin-ny (shin’é) /'finiy/ v. [~ + up + obj], -nied, -ny- 
ing. to shin: to shinny up a tree. 

shin’ splints’, n. [piura a painful condition of the 
front lower leg generally resulting from muscle strain. 
shin-y (shine) /‘Jayniy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. bright in 
appearance: a shiny face. 2. filled with light, esp. sun- 
shine: bright, shiny skies. —shin/i-ness, n. (rroncount) 
ship (ship) /fip/ n., v., shipped, ship-ping. —n. [connt] 
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1. a large vessel, esp. one that travels on the ocean. 2. 
the crew and passengers of a vessel: The ship was abuzz 
with the news. 3. an airplane or spacecraft: The com- 
mander of the spacecraft ordered his officers not to fire 
on the alien ship. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to send or transport 
by ship, rail, etc.: The package was shipped by an over- 
night express delivery service. 5. [~ + obj] to take in 
(water) over the side, as a vessel does when waves break 
over it. 6. [~ + obj] to bring into a ship or boat: Ship 
the anchor. 7. ship out, a. to (cause to) leave, esp. for 
another country or assignment: [no obj): The sailor 
shipped out the next day. [~ + obj + out): shipped him 
out the next day. [~ + out + obj): The navy shipped out 
thousands of sailors. b. (no obf) to quit, resign, or be 
fired from a job: Shape up or ship out! —Idiom. 8. run 
a tight ship, to use strict control in running a company, 
etc.: The boss runs a tight ship. 

-ship, suffix. 1. -ship is used to form nouns with the 
meaning “state or condition of’: friend + -ship 7 friend- 
ship; kin + -ship ~ kinship. 2. -ship is also used with 
the meaning “the skill or ability of’: statesman + -ship 
~ statesmanship; apprentice + -ship 7 apprenticeship. 
3. -ship is also used with the meaning “the relation of”: 
fellow + -ship ~ fellowship. 

ship-board (ship/b6rd’, -bōrd/) /'fip,bord, -,bowrd/ adj. 
1. done or used aboard ship, esp. while under way. —n. 
(count) 2. the deck or side of a ship. 

ship-build-er (ship/bil’dar) /'fip,bildar/ n. [count] a per- 
son or group that designs or constructs ships. —ship/- 
build/ing, n. [noncount) 

shipemate (ship’mat’) /'fipımeyt/ n. [count] one who 
serves with another on the same vessel. 

shipement (ship’meant) /'fipmənt/ n. 1. [noncount) an 
act or instance of shipping cargo: shipment by sea. 2. 
[count] cargo shipped: a shipment of supplies. 

ship-ping (shiping) /'fipig/ n. [noncount] 1. the act or 
business of a person or thing that ships goods. 2. a 
number of merchant ships thought of as a group: The 
submarines had sunk most shipping in those sea lanes. 
—ship/per, n. (count) 

shipshape (ship’shap’) /‘fip,feyp/ adj. in good order; 
trim or tidy: Their room was finally shipshape. 

ship-wreck (ship’rek’) /‘fip,rek/ n. 1. the destruction of 
a ship, as by sinking, or an occurrence of such a loss: 
(noncount): Storms at sea can cause a shipwreck. 
(count): heard of several shipwrecks during the tmurri- 
cane. 2. [count] the remains of a wrecked ship: They 
came across a shipwreck while skindiving. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to cause to suffer shipwreck: The crew were ship- 
wrecked on a deserted island. 

ship-yard (ship’yard’) /'fip,yard/ n. [count] a closed 
area in which ships are built or repaired. 

shire (shi°r) /fay°r/ n. [count] one of the counties of 
Great Britain. 

shirk (shirk) /fark/ v. to try to keep from doing (work, 
duty, etc.): [~ + obj): to shirk one’s duty by not caring 
for one's children. [no obj): always shirks from doing 
what he must. —shirk/er, n. (count) 

shirt (shirt) /fart/ n. [count] 1. a garment for the upper 
part of the body. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. an un- 
dergarment for the upper part of the body. —Idiom. 3. 
keep one’s shirt on, /nforrnal. to keep from becoming 
impatient; remain calm: Keep your shirt on, l'H be with 
you in a minute. 4. lose one’s shirt, Informal. to suffer a 
severe loss of money: During the stock market crash a 
tot of investors lost their shirts. 

shirt-sleeve (shirt/slév’) /'fart,sliyv/ adj. 1. not wear- 
ing a jacket; informally dressed: a shirtsleeve mob. 2. 
warm enough to live or work in without wearing a jacket: 
shirtsleeve weather. —n. [count] 3. the sleeve of a shirt: 
ripped his shirtsleeve on a nail. —Idiom. 4. in (one’s) 
shirt’sleeves’. wearing a shirt but not a jacket: working 
in (his) shirtsleeves alt day. 

shirt-tail (shart/tal’) /‘fart,teyl/ n. [count] the part of a 
shirt below the waistline: His shirttail was sticking out. 

shirt-waist (shurt/wast’) /‘fart,weyst/ n. [count] 1. a 
tailored blouse or shirt worn by women. 2. a dress with a 
bodice and front opening like a tailored shirt. 

shish ke-bab (shish’ ka bob’) /'fif ko,bnb/ n. [non- 
count) small cubes of meat and often vegetables broiled 
on a skewer. 

shit (shit) /fit/ n., v, shit or shat (shat) /fæt/ shit-ting, 
interj. Vulgar. —n. 1. [noncount) excrement; feces. 2. 
[count] an act of defecating. 3. the shits, [plural diar- 
rhea. 4. [nonconnt] Slang. lies, exaggeration, or non- 
sense. 5. [nonconunt]) Slang. something worthless. 6. 
[count] Slang. a mean, contemptible person. —v. 7. [no 
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obj) to defecate. 8. [~ + obj] Siang. to exaggerate or lie 
to. —interj. 9. Slang. (used to express disgust, disap- 
pointment, etc.) —Idiom. 10. get one's shit to- 
gether, S/ang. to get organized. 

shiv-er (shiv/ar) /'fivar/ v. [no obj] 1. to shake or trem- 
ble with cold, fear, etc.: He came in from the cold, shiv- 
ering violently. —n. (count) 2. an unsteady, shaking mo- 
tion: a tittle shiver of fear. —shiv/ersy, adj. 

shlep or shlepp (shlep) /flep/ v., shlepped, shlep-ping, 
n. SCHLEP. 

shoal’ (shdl) /fowl/ n. [count] 1. a place where a sea or 
river is shallow. 2. a sandbank in the water, visible at low 
tide. 

shoal? (shdl) /fowl/ n. [count] 1. any large number of 
persons or things. 2. a school of fish. 

shock’ (shok) /fok/ n. 1. a sudden disturbance of the 
mind or the feelings, due to something unpleasant and 
unexpected: [count]: Her death came as a shock. (non- 
count): a reaction of shock to the shooting. 2. (count) a 
sudden blow or impact: the shocks from an earthquake. 
3. [Noncount] a serious condition in which blood circula- 
tion is greatly reduced: hospitatized and treated for shock 
and bullet wounds, 4. (count) the effect on the body pro- 
duced by an electric current passing through it: / felt a 
shock from the static electricity. 5. shocks, [plural] 
shock absorbers. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to have an effect on 
(someone) of strong and deep surprise, horror, etc.: The 
sight shocked everyone deeply. 7. to give an electric 
shock to. —adj. [before a noun) 8. intended to upset an 
audience by breaking social rules, esp. by using im- 
proper language, obscenity, etc: shock radio. 

shock? (shok) /fnk/ n. (count) a thick, bushy mass, as of 
hair: a shock of gray hair covered by a cap. 

shock’ absorb/er, n. [count] a device for cushioning 
the effects of motion, as in the wheels of a car. 

shock-er (shok/ar) /'fokər/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that shocks. 2. a sensational novel, play, etc. 

shock-ing (shok/ing) /'fokig/ adj. 1. causing intense 
surprise, horror, etc.: the shocking news of her death. 2. 
very bad: shocking table manners. 

shock-proof (shok/proof’) /'fok,pruwf/ adj. Also, 
shock/-proof’. (of watches, etc.) protected against dam- 
age from shocks. 

shock’ ther/apy, n. [noncount) treatment for mental 
illness in which an electric current is sent through the 
brain. Also called shock’ treat/ment. 

shock’ troops’, n. [plural troops specially selected, 
trained, and equipped for carrying out an assault. 

shock’ wave’, n. (count) 1. an area in the air of great 
heat, pressure, or density, as caused by an explosion: 
The exptosion sent shock waves through the village. 2. 
an effect of a startling, unpleasant event: The murder 
sent shock waves through the country. 

shod (shod) /fnd/ v. a pt. and pp. of SHOE. 

shod-dy (shod/é) /'fndiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est. 1. of poor 
quality or workmanship: shoddy products that fall apart. 
2. rude or inconsiderate: shoddy treatment by the sales- 
people. —shod-di-ly (shod/I €) /'fndliy/ adv. —shod/di- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

shoe (shdo) /fuw/ n., pt shoes, (esp. Brit. Dialect.) 
shoon (shoon) /fuwn/; v., shod (shod) /fnd/ or shoed, 
shod or shoed or shod-den (shod/n) /'fndn/ shoe-ing. 
—n. (count) 1. a covering for the foot, with an upper part 
ending above, at, or below the ankle. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 2. a horseshoe or a similar plate for the hoof 
of an animal. 3. BRAKE SHOE. —v. [~ + Obj] 4. to provide 
with a shoe or shoes: to shoe a horse. —Idiom. 5. fill 
someone's shoes, to take the place of another in a suit- 
able or acceptable way: FH never fill the boss's shoes. 6. 
in someone's shoes, in the situation of another, so as to 
feel or know what another feels or knows: /f you were in 
my shoes you would see how unpleasant it is to deal with 
my supervisor. —shoe/less, adj. 

shoe-horn (shd0/hérn’) /‘fuw,horn/ n. [count] 1. a 
shaped piece of metal or the like, inserted in the heel of 
a shoe to make it slip on easily. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
force into a tight space: Maybe we can shoehorn one 
more person in here. 

shoe-lace (shd0/las’) /‘fuw,leys/ n. [count] a string or 
lace for fastening a shoe. 

shoe-mak-er (shd0’ma/kar) /'fuw'meykər/ n. [count] 
one who makes or mends shoes. 

shoe-string (shoo/string’) /‘fuw,strin/ n. [count] 1. 
SHOELACE. 2. a very small amount of money. —aqdj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. consisting of a small amount of money: a 
shoestring budget. 

Sho-egun (shō/gən, -gun) /'fowgan, -gan/ n. (count) the 


shiver to shop 


title of the chief military commanders of Japan from the 
8th to 12th centuries. —sho-gun-ate (shO/ga nit, -nat/) 
/‘fowgoanit, -,neyt/ n. [noncount) 
shone (shōn) /fown/ v. a pt. and pp. of SHINE. 
shoo (shoo) /fuw/ interj. 1. (used as a noise to drive 
away birds, animals, etc.). —v. [~ + obj] 2. to drive away 
by saying or shouting “shoo”: He shooed the animats 
into the barn. 3. to request or force (a person) to leave: 
The principat shooed the students out the door. 
shoo/-in’, n. [count] a candidate, competitor, 
thought of as certain to win. 
shook (shook) /fuk/ v. 1. pt. of sHake. —adj. [be + ~ 2. 
Also, shook’ up’. Informal. frightened, nervous, or 
deeply affected by an event: He is too shook to talk about 
what happened. 
shoot (shoot) /fuwt/ v., shot (shot) /fot/ shooting, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to hit with a bullet, shell, or other mis- 
sile fired from a weapon: The bank robbers shot five po- 
lice officers. 2. to send forth or discharge (a bullet, etc.) 
from a weapon: [no obj]: Stop or FIF shoot! [~ + obj): 
He shot an arrow into the air. 3. a. to discharge (a 
weapon): [~ + obj]: She shot her pistol. (no obj): He 
aimed at the target and shot. b. [no obj) (of a weapon) 
to be fired; go off: The gun wouldn't shoot. 4. [~ + obj] 
to send forth (questions, ideas, etc.) rapidly: The report- 
ers shot questions at the general. 5. [~ + obj] to fling; 
propel: The volcano shot lava into the air. 6. to direct 
suddenly or swiftly: [~ + obj + at + obj]: He shot a 
smile at his wife. [~ + obj + obj]: She shot me a warn- 
ing glance. 7. to (cause to) move suddenly; hurtle: [no 
obj): The car shot down the road. [~ + obj]: The nee- 
dles were shooting pain down his arms. 8. [~ + obj) to 
pass rapidly through, down, etc.: He shot the rapids in 
the kayak. 9. a. [~ + obj] to send off (a ray or rays) sud- 
denly, briefly, or on and off: The sun shot rays of light 
through the clouds. b. (no obj] (of a ray or rays of light) 
to be sent forth suddenly or briefly: The sun's rays shot 
through the sky. 10. [~ + obj; usually: be + shot + 
through] to change the appearance of by threads, 
Streaks, etc., of another color: The clothing is shot 
through with gold threads. 11. [~ + obj] to slide (a bolt) 
into or out of its fastening: The thief shot the bolt from 
the door. 12. [~ + obj] to take a picture of; photograph: 
shooting one picture after another. 13. to film or begin 
to film (a scene or movie): [~ + obj]: The crew shot the 
last scene. [no obj): When we finish shooting we can all 
go home. 14. to send or propel (a ball, etc.) toward a 
goal or in a particular way: [~ + obj]: He shot the puck 
into the net for the winning goal. [no obj]: The captain 
Shoots...he scores! 15. shoot down, a. to cause to fall 
by hitting with a shot: [~ + down + obj]: to shoot down 
airplanes. [~ + obj + down): to shoot them down. b. to 
show to be false or not good enough: [~ + down + 
obj): They shot down alt his suggestions. [~ + obj + 
down): These facts will shoot his theory down. 16. shoot 
for or at, [~ + for/at + obj) to try to obtain or accom- 
plish: /f we shoot for the best, we may get it. 17. shoot 
out, to (Cause to) extend or project: [~ + out + obj]: He 
Shot out his arm. [no obj): The narrow stretch of land 
shoots out into the sea. 18. shoot up, a. to grow sud- 
denly: [no obj): Prices have shot up since last year. [~ + 
up + obj): Youve shot up several inches since I last saw 
you. b. to wound or damage by shooting, esp. recklessly: 
[~ + up + obj): to shoot up several parked cars. (~ + 
obj + up): to shoot them up. c. [no obj] Siang. to inject 
a narcotic drug into one’s body. —n. [count] 19. a shoot- 
ing trip or contest. 20. the new growth from a plant. 
—Idiom. 21. shoot from the hip, Informal. to act or 
speak without thought: just shooting from the hip when 
he criticized you. 22. shoot off one’s mouth or face, 
Slang. a. to talk about private things too openly, or to 
make foolish remarks. b. to exaggerate; brag. 23. shoot 
one’s wad or bolt, /nformal. a. to spend or risk all one’s 
money: He shot his wad at the racetrack. b. to spend 
and use up all one’s resources: The team shot its bolt in 
the last five minutes. 24. shoot the breeze or bull, /n- 
format. to talk pleasantly or easily about things that are 
not serious or urgent; chat sociably: We sat around 
shooting the breeze alt afternoon. —shoot/er, n. (count) 
shoot/ing star’, n. [count] a meteor. 
shoot-out (shoot/out’) /‘fuwt,awt/ n. [count] a gunfight 
that must end in defeat for one side or the other. 
shop (shop) /fnp/ n., v., shopped, shop-ping. —n. 1. 
[count] a store, esp. a small one. 2. [count] a small store 
or department in a large store selling a special type of 
goods: the ski shop at Smith's. 3. (count) a place for do- 
ing skilled artistic or manual work; workshop: a carpen- 
ters shop. 4. [count] any factory, office, or business: 


ete; 
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How are things at the shop these days? 5. [noncount) a 
school course in a trade, in which the use of tools is 
taught: took shop in liigh school. —v. 6. [no obj] to visit 
shops for buying or examining goods: My parents went 
ont to shop. 7. [no obj] to purchase without visiting 
stores: fo shop by telephone. 8. [~ + for + obj] to 
search; hunt: stopping for a lirsband. — Idiom. 9. set 
up shop, to open as a business: set up shop in a small 
building but soon expanded. 10. talk shop, to talk 
about a shared trade, profession, or business: At the 
party the two dentists talked shop instead of mingling 
with the other guests. 

shop-keep-er (shop’ké/par) /'‘fop,kiypar/ n. [count] one 
who owns or operates a small store or shop. 

shop-lift-er (shop/lif/tar) /'‘fop,liftar/ n. [cont] one who 
steals goods from a retail store while posing as a cus- 
tomer. —shop/lift’, v.: [no obj): arrested for shoplifting. 
[~ + obj): arrested for trying to shoplift some expensive 
Jewelry. 

shoppe (shop) /fop/ n. [count] (used chiefly on store 
signs to achieve an old-fashioned effect) shop: The sign 
said “Ye olde tobacco shoppe.” 

shop-per (shop/ar) /‘Sopar/ n. [count] 1. one who 
shops. 2. a retail buyer for a business. 3. a locally dis- 
tributed newspaper containing retail advertisements. 

shop/ping cen’ter, n. [count] a group of stores, res- 
taurants, etc., within an area specially designed for them. 

shop-talk (shop/t6k’) /'fop,tok/ n. [noncount] conversa- 
tion about one’s work. 

shop-worn (shop’worn’, -worn’) /'fop,worn, -,wowrn/ 
adj. 1. worn or marred, as goods exposed and handled 
in a store. 2. not new or fresh; trite: a few shopworn ex- 
pressions in the first paragraph. 

shore’ (shor, shōr) /for, fowr/ n. 1. the land along the 
edge of a sea, lake, etc.: [cont]: a walk down by the 
shore. [noncount): The marine was now serving on 
shore. 2. [count] some particular country: my native 
shore. 

shore? (shôr, shor) /for, fowr/ v., shored, shor-ing. to 
support or strengthen: [~ + obj]: shored the walls with 
timbers. [~ + up + obj): The workers shored ıp the 
side of the walt with timbers. [~ + obj + up): to shore 
the walts up. 

shore-line (shor/lin’, shGr/-) /‘for,layn, 
{comnt) the line where shore and water meet. 

shorn (shôrn, shōrn) /forn, fowrn/ v. a pp. of SHEAR. 

short (short) /fort/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n., v. —adj. 1. 
having little length or height: the shortest boy in class. 2. 
extending only a little way: a short path. 3. brief: a short 
time. 4. rudely brief; abrupt: surprised by his short reply. 
5. low in amount or number: short rations. 6. not reach- 
ing a Standard, level, etc.; deficient: The pound of apples 
that you bought was short by several ounces. 7. made 
with a large amount of shortening: short pastry. 8. [of 
ten: ~ + omin + obj) not having enough; lacking: af 
ways Short on inoney. 9. having the sound of the English 
vowels in bat, bet, bit, hot, but, and put, historically de- 
scended from vowels that were short in duration. —adv. 
10. abruptly or suddenly: to stop short. 11. briefly; 
curtly. 12. on the near side of a point: The arrow landed 
short. —n. [count] 13. something short. 14. shorts, 
[plural] a. trousers, knee-length or shorter. See illustra- 
tion at CLOTHING. b. underpants. 15. SHORT CIRCUIT. —v. 
16. to form a short circuit (in): [~ + obj]: The frayed 
wire shorted the connection. [no obj): The car kept short- 
ing. —Idiom. 17. come or fall short, [110 obj] a. to 
fail to reach a standard, level, etc.: The arrow felt short of 
the target. b. to be lacking: We came mp short in our bid 
for the painting. 18. cut short, [70 obj] to end abruptly; 
terminate. 19. for short, as a shorter way of saying or 
naming something: Barbara was called Barb for short. 
20. in short, in summary; stated or said briefly: / short, 
gentlemen, we know what we're going to do. —short/- 
ness, 7i. [roncourit) 

short-age (shor/tij) /‘Jortid3/ n. [count] 1. the condition 
or state of not having enough; deficiency: a shortage of 
cash. 2. the amount of such deficiency: a shortage of fifty 
dollars. 

short-bread (short/bred’) /'fort,bred/ n. [noncounnt] a 
butter cookie commonly made in thick, pie-shaped 
wheels. 

short-cake (short/kak’) /‘fort,keyk/ um. 1. [comrit] a 
short, sweetened biscuit, topped with fruit and whipped 
cream. 2. [noncount] a cake made with a large propor- 
tion of shortening. 

short-change (shért/chanj’) /'‘fort'tfeynd3/ v. [~ + 
obj), -changed, -chang:ing. 1. to give less than the cor- 
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rect change to: to shortchange a customer. 2. to cheat; 
defraud: Teachers shortchange their students if they 
don't prepare their classroom tessons. 

short’ cir/cuit, n. [count] a bad electrical connection 
that allows too much current to flow into a circuit: The 
Short circuit resulted in a blown fuse. 

short/-cir/cuit, v. 1. a. [~ + obj] to make (an appli- 
ance, switch, etc.) stop operating by establishing a short 
circuit in: The bad connection short-circuited the electric 
mixer. b. [no obj] (of an appliance, switch, etc.) to be- 
come disabled by a short circuit: The mixer has short- 
circuited again. 2. [~ + obj] to bypass, block, or prevent 
progress of: He kept short-circuiting all our plans. 

short-com-ing (shért/kum/ing) /‘Jort, kamin/ n. [count] 
a failure, defect, or lack, as in conduct, condition, etc.: 
She was quick to list all his shortcomings. 

short-cut (shdért/kut’) /'fort,kat/ n. [count] 1. a shorter 
or quicker way to get somewhere: a shortcut between the 
buildings. 2. a policy or practice that reduces the time or 
energy needed to accomplish something. 

short-en (shér/tn) /‘fortn/ v. to (cause to) become short 
or shorter: [~ + obj]: She had a hard time shortening 
her ten-page paper. [no obj): The summer seemed to 
have shortened just as it was getting to be fun. 

short-en-ing (shdrt/ning, shdr/tn ing) /‘fortnin, ‘fortnin/ 
n. 1. [noncoint) butter or other fat used in making pas- 
try, bread, etc. 2. [nonconnt] the act or process of mak- 
ing Or becoming short or shorter: “Deli” was formed by 
shortening from “delicatessen.” 3. [count] something 
made shorter: “Fir” is a shortening from “influenza.” 

short-hand (short/hand’) /‘fort hand/ n. [nonconnt) 1. 
a method of fast handwriting using simple strokes, ab- 
breviations, etc., for letters, words, or phrases: kept his 
notes in shorthand. 2. a simplified form or system of 
communicating: “Reboot” is shorthand for “starting” the 
computer allt over again. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of or 
relating to shorthand. 4. written in shorthand. 

short/-hand/ed, adj. not having the usual or necessary 
number of workers, helpers, etc. 

short/-lived’ (livd, livd) /layvd, livd/ adj. living or last- 
ing only a little while: Their happiness was short-lived. 

short-ly (short/lé) /‘fortliy/ adv. 1. in a short time; soon: 
He said he would be with us shortly. 2. briefly; concisely: 
Describe what happened as shortly as you can. 3. curtly; 
rudely: answered shortly. 

short’ or/der, n. [count] 1. a serving of food that can 
be quickly prepared, as at a lunch counter. —-Idiom. 2. 
in short order, [noncount] quickly: The champ knocked 
out the challenger in short order. —short/-or/der, adj. 
[before a noun): a short-order cook. 

short/-range’, adj. having a limited reach or extent, 
such as in distance or time: short-range planning. 

short’ shrift’ (shrift?) /‘frift/ n. [noncoint] little atten- 
tion in dealing with a person or matter: His parents gave 
him short shrift as a child. 

short-sight-ed (short/si’tid) /‘Jort'saytid/ adj. 1. unable 
to see far; nearsighted. 2. [often: Ht + be + ~] lacking in 
foresight: H's very shortsighted to fire those employees 
now because youll need them again in just a few 


months. —short/sight’edely, adv. —short/sight/ed- 
ness, n. [nonconnt) 
short-stop (short/stop’) /‘Jort,stpp/ n. Baseball. 1. 


[noncount) the position of the player covering the area of 
the infield between second and third base: to play short- 
stop. 2. [count] a fielder who covers this position: He 
was a shortstop in college baseball. 

short’ sto/ry, n. [cont] a piece of prose fiction, usu- 
ally under 10,000 words. 

short/-tem/pered, adj. having a quick temper; easily 
angered, excited, or irritated; irascible. 

short/-term/, adj. 1. covering or involving a short pe- 
riod of time: short-term memory. 2. (of a loan) becom- 
ing due after a short period of time. 

short-wave (short/wav’) /‘Jort'weyv/ n. 1. [noncouni] 
radio transmission or receiving that uses radio waves 
shorter than those used in AM broadcasting: Shortwave 
uses frequencies of over 1600 kilohertz. 2. [count] a. a 
radio wave of this type. b. a radio that receives or trans- 
mits such waves. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of or relating 
to or using shortwaves: 4 shortwave radio operator. 

short/-wind/ed, adj. short of breath. 

shot’ (shot) /fot/ n. 1. [comnt) the discharge of a firearm: 
shots rang out froni the street. 2. [cont] an act or in- 
Stance of shooting a gun, bow, etc.: He took a shot at me 
with the rile and missed. 3. [noncount] small balls of 
lead loaded in a casing and used in a shotgun: a charge 
of shot. 4. [count] one who shoots; marksman: a good 
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shot. 5. [count] anything like a shot, esp. in being sud- 
den and forceful: a sudden shot to the jaw. 6. (count) a 
heavy metal ball used in shot-putting contests. 7. (cort] 
an aimed stroke, throw, etc., as in certain garnes, esp. in 
an attempt to score: The center's shot went into the net. 
8. [count] an attempt or try: Let me take a shot at the 
question. 9. [count] a remark aimed at some person or 
thing: tried a few shots at his opponent about his maritat 
life. 10. (count) an injection, as of a serum: to get teta- 
nus shots. 11. [count] a small quantity, esp. an ounce, 
of undiluted liquor. 12. [count] a photograph, esp. a 
snapshot: Look at the shots of her kids. 13. [count] Mo- 
tion Pictures, Television. a unit of action photographed 
without stopping and usually from a single camera view. 
14. [count] a chance with odds for and against; a bet: It 
was a 20 to I shot that the horse would win. —Idiom. 
15. have or take a shot at, [have/take + a + ~ + at 
+ obj] to make an attempt at: Do you think he realty has 
a shot at this job? 16. like a shot, (noncount] instantly; 
quickly. 17. shot in the arm, (noncount] something that 
provides renewed vigor, etc. 18. shot in the dark, [non- 
count) a wild guess. 

shot? (shot) /fot/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of soot. —adj. 2. 
[often: after a noun) presenting a play or pattern of 
colors; mixed or streaked: the dawn sky shot with gold. 
3. in hopelessly bad condition; ruined: The engine was 
Shot. 

shot-gun (shot/gun/’) /‘fot,gan/ n. [count] 1. a gun with 
a smooth inner barrel, for firing shot. —adj. [before a 
noun] 2. of or relating to a shotgun: shotgun attacks. 3. 
characterized by forcing another: a shotgun marriage (= 
a marriage in which the woman's family forces the man 
fo marry her because he has tnade her pregnant). 4. 
tending to be wide-ranging, but indefinite: the shotgun 
approach to buying stocks. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to fire a 
shotgun at. 

shot’ put’, n. (count) 1. (singular) a field event in which 
a heavy metal ball, or shot, is thrown for distance. 2. a 
single throw of the shot. —shot/-put/ter, n. [count] 
—shot/-put/ting, n. [noncount] 

should (shdod) /fod/ auxiliary (modal) v. (~ + root form 
of a verb] 1. pt. of SHALL: / promised that I should do the 
job tnyself. 2. (used to express the opinion that the ac- 
tion of the main verb is one of duty, or what is proper, or 
what is a good idea): You should respect your mother 
and your father. Those who live in glass houses should 
not throw stones (= People who have faults should not 
criticize others for having those faults too). 3. (used to 
express a condition): If he were to arrive, | should be 
pleased. 4. (used to make a statement less direct or 
blunt): / should think youtt want to apologize. 5. (used to 
express the opinion that the action of the main verb is 
something that may naturally be expected to occur): He 
should be here any minute. 

shoul-der (shdl/dar) /‘fowldar/ n. [count] 1. the part on 
either side of the body where the arm joins the rest of 
the body, from the base of the neck to the upper arm. 2. 
Usually, shoulders. [p/ura/) these two parts together with 
the part of the back joining them: The backpack rested 
on his shoulders. 3. a corresponding part in animals. 4. 
the part of a garment that fits over the shoulder. 5. Of- 
ten, shoulders. [plural capacity or strength: The duty 
rests on our shoulders. 6. a border alongside a road or 
highway: We pulled over to the shoulder to change the 
flat tire. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to force (one’s way) or push 
(something or someone) with or as if with the shoulder: 
[~ + obj): He shouldered his way through the crowd. (no 
obj): to shoulder through the crowd. 8. [~ + obj] to 
support Or carry on the shoulder or shoulders: to shoul- 
der a knapsack. 9. [~ + obj] to assume or take on as a 
responsibility: We shouldered the expense. —Idiom. 
10. shoulder to shoulder, [noncount] side by side; with 
joined effort. 

shoul/der blade’, n. [count] one of the two flat bones 
on the upper part of the back; scapula. 

shoulden’t (shddd/nt) /‘fudnt/ contraction. a shortened 
form of should not. 

shout (shout) /fawt/ v. 1. to call or cry out loudly: [no 
obj): She shouted to him from behind the glass. [obj]: 
She shouted a warning. (used with quotations]: “Look 
out!” she shouted. 2. shout down, to prevent (someone) 
from being heard by talking in a loud voice: [~ + obj + 
down): The crowd shouted the speaker down. (~ + 
down + obj): The crowd shouted down the student 
leaders. —n. (count) 3. a loud call or cry: a shout for 
help. —shout/er, n. [count] 

shove (shuv) /fav/ v., shoved, shov-ing, n. —v. 1. (~ + 
obj] to push along from behind, often carelessly: He 


shot to showcase 


Shoved the chair into the room. 2. to push roughly or 
rudely; jostle: [110 obj]: The huge crowd shoved forward 
into the stadium. [~ + obj]: The police shoved him 
against a wall. 3. shove off, [no obj] to go away; depart: 
It was tirne for us to shove off. —n. [count] 4. an act or 
instance of shoving: She gave lim a sliove. 

shov-el (shuv/al) /‘faval/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —1. [count] 1. a hand tool made of 
a broad blade attached to a handle, used for taking up or 
throwing dirt or other loose matter. 2. any machine with 
a broad scoop having a similar purpose: a steam shovel. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to take up and move with a shovel: We 
Shoveled the snow off the driveway. 4. to gather up in 
large amounts with or as if with a shovel: The kids began 
to shovel food into their mouths. 5. to dig or clear with 
or as if with a shovel: to shovel a path through the snow. 

shov-el-ful (shuv/al 501’) /'favol,ful/ n. (count), pl. 
-fuls. the amount held by a shovel. 

show (sho) /fow/ v., showed, shown (shon) /fown/ or 
showed, show-ing, n. —v. 1. to (cause or allow to) ap- 
pear, be seen, etc.: [~ + obj + obj]: Let me show you 
the work we've been doing. [~ + obj]: The Photograph 
shows our new house. [~ + obj + to + obj]: Show the 
Photograph to the jury. (no obj): a stain on her dress 
that didn't show in the dim light. 2. to present or per- 
form as a public entertainment or as an exhibition: [~ + 
obj): to show a movie. (no obj; usually: be + ~-ing]: His 
movie would be showing for the next three weeks. 3. to 
indicate; point out: [~ + obj]: to show the kayi se 
(thal) clause): The polls show (that) he is tosing popular- 
ity. [~ + obj + obj]: The man showed us the entrance 
to the museum. 4.[~ + obj] to guide; escort: Show her 
in. 5. to make known; explain: [~ + obj + obj]: She 
showed us an easier way to solve the problem. (~ (+ 
obj) + clause): He showed (us) what he meant. 6. to re- 
veal; prove or make clear: [~ + obj]: Your work shows 
promise. [~ + obj + to + verb): showed the idea to be 
entirely unworkable. [~ + that clause]: showed that the 
idea wouldn't work. 7. [~ + obj] to register; mark: The 
thermometer showed 10 below zero. 8. to exhibit or of- 
fer for sale: [~ + obj]: to show a house. [~ + obj + to 
+ obj): to show a house to possible buyers. [~ + obj + 
obj]: The reat estate agent showed us the house. 9. to 
Offer; grant: [~ + obj]: to show mercy. [~ + obj + to + 
obj): to show mercy to his enemies. [~ + obj + obj): to 
show his enemies mercy. 10. [no obj] to make an ap- 
pearance; be present; show up: It’s getting late; do you 
think they'lt stilt show? 11. show off, a. [~ + off + obj] 
to display to advantage: The gold frame shows off the 
picture nicely. b. [~ + off + obj] to present for approval: 
young parents showing off their new baby. c. [no obj] to 
seek attention by constantly displaying one’s talent, etc.: 
a child showing off in front of guests. 12. show up, a. [~ 
+ up + obj] to make known; reveal: That report showed 
up the manager's mistakes. b. [no obj] to appear as 
specified; be seen: White shows up well against the blue. 
c. [no obj] to come to or arrive at a place: It's getting 
late; | wonder if he'll even show up now. d. [~ + up + 
obj] to make (another) seem lower or inferior; outdo: 
She keeps showing up her rivals. —n. 13. [count] a the- 
atrical production, performance, etc.: a Broadway show. 
14. [count] a radio or television program: a morning ra- 
dio show. 15. [count] a motion picture. 16. [court] a 
display of products by manufacturers in an industry: an 
auto show. 17. [count] exhibition: a show of paintings by 
Renoir. 18. [noncount] overly fancy or dramatic display: 
alt show and no substance. 19. [count] a display or 
demonstration: a show of courage. 20. [noncount] 
Sports. the position of the competitor who comes in 
third, such as in a horse race. 21. (count; usually singu- 
lar] appearance; impression: to make a sorry show. 22. 
[count] a sight or spectacle: What a show the new player 
put on! 

show-boat (shd/bot’) /‘fow,bowt/ n. [count] 1. a boat 
used as a traveling theater. 2. sHow-oFrF. —v. [no obj] 3. 
to perform or behave in a showy way; show off. 

show’ business, n. [noncount} the entertainment in- 
dustry, as theater, motion pictures, television, radio, car- 
nival, and circus. 

show-case (shō/kās/) /'fow,keys/ n., v., -cased, -cas- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a glass case for the display of arti- 
cles. 2. an exhibit or display, usually of an ideal of some- 
thing. 3. a setting, place, or means for displaying some- 
thing on a trial basis: The club is a showcase for new 
comics. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to exhibit or display. 5. to 
present as a special event: The TV network plans to 
showcase a new production of the play. 
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show-down (sh0/doun/) /‘fow,dawn/ n. [count] a face- 
to-face meeting to settle an argument. 

show-er (shou/ar) /'fawər/ n. [count] 1. a brief fall of 
rain, hail, or snow. 2. Also called show/’er bath’. a bath 
in which water is sprayed on the body from above: He 
took a long, hot shower after work. 3. the pipes, spraying 
nozzle, etc., for such a bath, or the space or place where 
this bath can be taken: to clean up the showers in the 
gym. 4. something resembling a shower: a shower of 
sparks. 5. a party held to honor and give gifts to a per- 
son, as a woman who is getting married: a bridal shower. 
—yv. 6. to give a great deal of (something) to someone: 
[~ + obj + with + obj): to shower his employees with 
praise. [~ + obj + on + obj): to shower praise on his 
employees. 7. (no obj; it + ~] to rain in a shower: H 
showered all day. 8. [no obj] to bathe in a shower: He 
showered before dinner. —show/erry, adj. 

showing (shd/ing) /'fowig/ n. [count] 1. the act of put- 
ting something on display. 2. a performance considered 
for the impression it makes: The first woman candidate 
froin that district made a strong showing at the polls. 

show-man (shō/mən) /‘fowmoan/ n. [count], pi. -men. 1. 
one who produces works in the theater. 2. a person tal- 
ented in giving a dramatic presentation. —show/’man- 
ship’, n. [noncount]: lectures full of more showmanship 
than information. 

shown (shon) /fown/ v. a pp. of sHow. 

show/-off’, n. [count] one who annoyingly displays his 
or her abilities, accomplishments, etc. 

show-piece (sh0/pés’) /‘fow,piys/ n. [count] something 
exhibited as a fine example of its kind. 

showplace (sh0/plas’) /‘fow,pleys/ n. [count] a place, 
such as a mansion, famous for its beauty, etc. 
show-room (sh0/raom/, -rd6m/) /‘fSow,ruwm, -,rum/ n. 
[count] a room used for the display of goods or mer- 
chandise. 

showy (sh6/é) /'Jowiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. making a 
good display: showy flowers. 2. making too strong a dis- 
play; ostentatious: cheap, showy costumes. —show-ily 
(sho/a lē) /'‘fowaliy/ adv. —show/i-eness, n. [noncount] 
shpt., an abbreviation of: shipment. 

shrank (shrangk) /frank/ v. a pt. of SHRINK. 

shrape-nel (shrap/nl) /'fræpnl/ n. [noncount] fragments 
scattered by an exploding artillery shell or mine: 
wounded by shrapnel. 

shred (shred) /fred/ n., v., shred-ded or shred, shred. 
ding. —n. [count] 1. a piece cut or torn off, esp. in a 
narrow strip. 2. a bit; scrap: not a shred of evidence. 
—v. 3. a. [~ + obj) to cut or tear into small pieces: He 
has a machine that shreds documents. b. [no obj) to 
form shreds, as by being cut or torn: The paper shreds 
easily. —shred/der, n. [count] 

shrew! (shrao) /fruw/ n. [count] a woman who is easily 
angered and has a strong, violent temper. —shrew/ish, 
adj. 

shrew? (shroo) /fruw/ n. [count] a small, mouselike, in- 
sect-eating mammal that has a long, sharp snout. 
shrewd (shrood) /fruwd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. clever or 
sharp in practical matters: a shrewd politician. 2. keen; 
piercing: a shrewd glance at me. 3. showing or done 
with sharpness in judgment, etc.: a shrewd choice for 
vice president. —shrewd/ly, adv. —shrewd/ness, n. 
[noncount) 

shriek (shrék) /friyk/ n. [count] 1. a loud, sharp, shrill 
Cry: shrieks of laughter. 2. any loud, shrill sound, as of a 
whistle. —v. 3. a. [no obj|[no obj] to make such a 
sound: The children shrieked with laughter. b. [~ + obj) 
to say Or call in a shriek: She shrieked curses at him. 
[used with quotations]: “Get out!” she shrieked. 4. a. [no 
obj) to give forth a shriek: The whistle shrieked as the 
train roared into the station. b. [~ + obj) to give forth or 
convey by shrieking: The whistle shrieked a warning. 
shrike (shrik) /frayk/ n. [count] a songbird having a 
sharply hooked bill. 

shrill (shril) /fril/ adj. 1. high-pitched and piercing: a 
Shrill cry. 2. annoyingly insistent or demanding; strident: 
their shritt demands for change. —v. 3. to cry shrilly: [no 
obj): to shrill at him. [~ + obj): shrilling her anger at 
him. [used with quotations]: “Right now!” she shrilled. 

t. [count] 4. a shrill sound. —adv. 5. in a shrill man- 
ner; shrilly. —shrill/ness, n. (noncount]) —shril/ly, 
adv.: The phone rang Shrilly. 

shrimp (shrimp) /frimp/ n., pl. shrimps, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) shrimp for 1; v. —vr. 1. a small, 
long-tailed, ten-footed, edible shellfish found chiefly in 
salt water: [count]: They counted out five tittle steamed 
shrimps for each person. [noncount): Shrimp is good for 
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you. 2. [count] a small person: He was just a shrimp in 
school. —v. [no obj] 3. to fish for shrimps. 

shrine (shrin) /frayn/ n. [count] 1. a place, as a church 
or an altar, devoted to some saint or deity. 2. any place 
or object preserved because of its history or associations: 
a historic Shrine. 

shrink (shringk) /frink/ v., shrank (shrangk) /frænk/ or, 
often, shrunk (shrungk) /frank/; shrunk or shrunk-en 
(shrung’kən) /'frankən/; shrink-ing; n. —v. 1. to (cause 
to) contract or lessen in size: [no obj): clothes that shrink 
if washed in hot water. [~ + obj]: Hot water will shrink 
some of those clothes. 2. to (cause to) become reduced 
in extent, amount, or value: [no obj: The bank's 
resources are shrinking. [~ + obj]: inflation and taxation 
are shrinking our resources. 3. [no obj; (~ + back)] to 
draw back; move back suddenly, as in horror: to shrink 
from danger; She shrank back in her seat as the horror 
movie got even nastier. —n. [count] 4. Slang. a psycho- 
therapist, psychiatrist, or psychoanalyst. —shrink/a-ble, 
adj. 

shrinkage (shring/kij) /‘Jrinkid3/ n. [moncount) an act 
or process of shrinking, or the amount or degree of 
shrinking: to avoid shrinkage of the fabric. 

shrink/ing violet, n. [count] a shy person. 

shrink/-wrap’, v., -wrapped, -wrap-ping, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to wrap and seal in a clear, flexible plastic film 
that, when it is exposed to heat, shrinks tightly around 
the thing it covers: The disks and book are shrink- 
wrapped and sold as one item. —n. [noncount] 2. the 
plastic film used to shrink-wrap something. 

shriv-el (shriv’al) /‘frival/ v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling. 1. to (cause to) become smaller and 
wrinkled or curled up, as from great heat: [no obj): The 
plants shriveled in the heat. (~ + obj]: The heat shriv- 
eled the plants. 2. [no obj] to become helpless or use- 
less: He shriveled in fear. 

shroud (shroud) /frawd/ n. [count] 1. a sheet in which a 
dead body is wrapped for burial. 2. something that 
covers, hides, or protects: a shroud of darkness. 3. any 
of the ropes or wires attached to the head of a ship's 
mast to keep it from swaying. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to wrap 
or clothe (a body) for burial. 5. to cover; hide from view: 
shrouded by night. 6. to hide or keep (knowledge, etc.): 
secrets shrouded in mystery. 

shrub (shrub) /frab/ n. [count] a woody plant smaller 
than a tree. See illustration at House. —shrub/by, adj., 
-bi-er, -bi-est. 

shrub-bersy (shrub/a rē) /'frabəriy/ n., pl. -ber-ies. a 
planting of shrubs: [noncount): a dense growth of shrub- 
bery. [count]: knocking the ball into the shrubbery. 

shrug (shrug) /frag/ v., shrugged, shrugging, n. —v. 1. 
to raise and contract (the shoulders), as a sign that one 
does not know or that one does not care about some- 
thing: [~ + obj]: He shrugged his shoulders and said, `I 
don't care.” [no obj): When we asked him where the dog 
was, he just shrugged. 2. shrug off, a. to treat (some- 
thing) as unimportant; minimize: [~ + off + obj): to 
shrug off an insult. [~ + obj + off}: to shrug it off. b. to 
rid oneself of: [~ + off + obj]: to shrug off the effects of 
a drug. [~ + obj + off}: to shrug them off. —n. [count] 
3. the movement of raising or drawing up the shoulders. 

shrunk (shrungk) /frank/ v. a pp. and pt. of SHRINK. 

shrunk-en (shrung’kan) /'‘frankon/ v. a pp. of SHRINK. 

shtick or shtik (shtik) /ftik/ n. [count] Slang. 1. a part 
of a show-business act added to get a laugh or to draw 
attention to oneself. 2. one’s special interest, talent, etc. 

shuck (shuk) /fak/ n. [count] 1. a husk or pod, such as 
the outer covering of corn. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to remove 
the outer covering of: to shuck corn. 3. to remove or dis- 
card: [~ + obj (+ off)]: to shuck one’s clothes (off). [~ 
(+ off) + obj): to shuck (off) one’s clothes. —interj. 4. 
shucks, (used to express mild disgust or regret): Oh, 
Shucks, ł forgot to mail that letter again. 

shud-der (shud/ar) /'fador/ v. [no obj] 1. to tremble 
with a sudden movement, as from horror. —n. [count] 2. 
a trembling, as from horror or cold. 

shuf-fle (shuf/al) /'fafəl/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj) to walk without lifting the feet; shamble: He shuffled 
around the room. 2. [~ + obj] to move (one’s feet) 
along the ground or floor without lifting them: shuffled 
her feet to the music. 3. to rearrange (objects, etc.) by 
mixing together randomly: [~ + obj): shuffling papers on 
his desk. [no obj): Whose turn is it to shuffle? 4. shuffle 
off, [no obj] to move or go away: She shuffled off to bed. 
—n. [count] 5. a scraping or sliding movement, esp. a 
dragging walk. 6. an act or instance of shuffling some- 
thing, as cards, or of changing something, such as an of- 
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fice staff: An office shuffle meant he was out of a job. 
—shuf/fler, n. (court) 

shuf-fle-board (shuf/al bord’, -bord’”) /'fafəl,bərd, 
-bowrd/ n. 1. [noncount) a game in which players use 
long sticks to push disks toward numbered scoring sec- 
tions marked on a floor or other surface. 2. [count] the 
marked surface on which this game is played. 

shun (shun) /fan/ v. [~ + obj), shunned, shun-ning. to 
keep away from; try hard to avoid: She stumued her fam- 
ily aud refused to return to her home village. 

shunt (shunt) /fant/ v. 1. [~ + objlito force or turn 
(something) aside or out of the way: to sfumt the tanks 
off to the side. 2. [no Obj] to turn to the side: The rail- 
road cars shuuted off to the side. 3. {~ + obj] to change 
the direction of the flow of a fluid by means of a shunt. 
—n. [count] 4. the act of shunting: shift. 5. a railroad 
switch. 6. a channel through which a bodily fluid is sent 
off from its normal path by surgical connection or by in- 
sertion of an artificial tube. 

shush (shush) /faf/ interj. 1. (used by the speaker as a 
command to be quiet or silent). —v. [~ + obj] 2. to or- 
der to be silent; hush. 

shut (shut) /fat/ v., shut, shut-ting, adj. —v. 1. to (cause 
to) become closed: [~ + obj]: Shut the door. [no obj): 
The doors shut quickly bettind him. 2. to close the doors 
of: [~ (+ up) + obj): to shut (up) a house for the night. 
[~ + obj (+ up)): to shut a house (up) for the winter. 3. 
[~ + obj) to close by bringing together the parts of: Shut 
your book. 4. [~ + obj] to confine; enclose: to shut a 
bird into a cage. 5. [~ + obj] to bar; keep out; exclude: 
They shut him from their circle. 6. to (cause to) end or 
suspend operations: [~ + obj]: shutting the office for 
two weeks. [no obj): The stores shut at noon. 7. shut 
down, to suspend the operation of (something): [0 obj): 
The automobile plant shut down last year. [~ + down + 
obj): They shut down the automobile plant last year. [~ 
+ obj + down): They shut the plant down. 8. shut off, 
a. to stop the passage of: [~ + off + obj): He shut off 
the flow of water. [~ + obj + off}: to shut the electricity 
off, b. [~ + obj + off] to isolate; separate: The storm 
shut the island off from the mainland. 9. shut out, a. [~ 
+ obj + out) to keep from entering; exclude: to shut 
someone out of the club. b. to prevent (an opponent or 
opposing team) from scoring: [~ + out + obj]: The 
pitcher shut out the last two teams. [~ + obj + out): 
She shut theni out. 10. shut up, a. to imprison; confine: 
[~ + Obj + up}: They shut the prisoners up in a tiny 
room. [~ + up + obj): to shut up the prisoners in a tiny 
room. b. to close entirely: [~ + up + obj): They shut up 
their store for vacation. [~ + Obj + up]: to shut the old 
house up until it was sold. c. [no obj) to stop talking; be- 
come silent: After nearly twenty minutes he finally shut 
up. d. [~ + obj + up] to stop (someone) from talking; 
silence (someone): Wilt somebody please shut her up? 
—adj. 11. closed; fastened up: a shut door. —Idiom. 
12. shut one’s eyes to, [~ + obj) to refuse to accept or 
acknowledge: He shut his eyes to alt the crime in his old 
neighborhood. 

shut-down (shut/doun’) /'fat,dawn/ rn. [count] a stop- 
ping of working or operating: another subway shutdown. 

shut-eye (shut/i/) /‘fat,ay/ m. [noncount) sleep: + finally 
got some shuteye. 

shut-in (adj. shut/in’; n. shut/in’) / adj. 'fat'in; ra 
‘fat,in/ adj. 1. kept in or unable to leave one’s home, a 
hospital, etc., as from illness: a shut-in, elderly patient. 
—n. [count] 2. one forced to remain in a house, a hospi- 
tal, etc., because of illness: He promised to visit alt the 
many shut-ins. 

shut-out (shut/out’) /‘fat,awt/ n. 1. [count] an act or in- 
stance of shutting out. 2. [noncount] the state of being 
shut out. 3. [count] a. a preventing of the opposite side 
from scoring, as in baseball. b. any game in which one 
side does not score: The game was a shutout. 

shut-ter (shut/ar) /'fatər/ n. [count] 1. a solid, movable 
cover for a window. 2. a movable cover, etc., for an 
Opening, such as over the opening of a camera lens that 
controls the exposure of the film. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
close or provide with shutters: to shutter a window. 

shut-ter-bug (shut/ar bug’) /'‘satar,bag/ n. [count] an 
amateur photographer. 

shut-tle (shut/l) fatl n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. [count] 
l. a device in a loom for passing the thread from one 
side to the other. 2. a public vehicle, such as a train or 
bus, that travels back and forth at regular times over a 
route. 3. SHUTTLECOCK. 4. a space vehicle designed to be 
launched from earth by rockets that detach in flight, and 
that can be landed so as to be used again. —v. 5. to 
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(cause to) move back and forth by or as if by a shuttle: 
[~ + obj): to shuttle the troop trains back and forth. [no 
obj): He shuttled between the two countries. 

shut-tle-cock (shut/l kok’) /‘fatlkok/ n. [count] a 
cone-shaped cork device having parts that resemble 
feathers, struck back and forth in badminton. 

shy’ (shi) /fay/ adj., shy-er or shi-er, shy-est or shi-est, 
v., shied, shy-ing. —adj. 1. bashful; retiring; timid: a shy 
smile. 2. [be + ~ + of + obj) distrustful; unwilling to do 
or face something: is shy of publicity. 3. [be + ~ + of + 
obj) not having enough of something; lacking: was shy of 
finds. —v. 4. [no obj) (esp. of a horse) to make a sud- 
den movement back or aside in fear or alarm: to shy 
away. 5. shy away from, [~ + away + from + obj] to 
draw back; hesitate to do: They shied away from that 
deal because they didn't trust the salesman. —shy/ly, 
adv.: He smiled shyly at her. —shy/ness, n. (noncount] 

shy’ (shi) /fay/ v., shied, shy-ing, n., pi shies. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 1. to throw with a swift, sudden movement: shy- 
ing stones into the water. —n. [count] 2. a quick, sudden 
throw. 

shy-ster (shi/star) /'faystər/ n. [count] 1. a lawyer who 
uses dishonest methods. 2. one who gets along by dis- 
honest practices. 

Si-aemese twins (si/a mé@z/) /sayo'miyz/ n. [plural] 
twins who are born joined together. 

sib-i-lant (sib’a lant) /‘sibalont/ adj. 1. hissing. 2. of or 
relating to a consonant sound in which the speaker 
sends air through a narrow groove along the center of 
the tongue, producing a hissing sound. —n. [count] 3. a 
sibilant consonant sound, such as (S), (z), (sh), or (zh). 

sib-ling (sib/ling) /‘siblin/ n. [count] a brother or sister. 

sic or sick (sik) /sik/ v., sicked or sicced (sikt), sick-ing 
or sicecing. 1. [~ + obj) to attack (used esp. in com- 
manding a dog): Sic ‘em, Bruno! 2. [~ + obj + on + 
obj) to urge or order (a person or animal) to attack: He 
Sicced his gang on the local store owners. 

sic (sik) /sik/ adv. Latin. (used within brackets to show 
that a word or phrase has been written intentionally or 
has been quoted just as it was in the original, even 
though it looks odd or mistaken) like this; so: The poet 
signed his name as e. e. cumutings [sic]. The sign read 
“Good English is speaking [sic] here.” 

sick’ (sik) /sik/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. having ill 
health; not well: The sickest patients can't be moved 
from the hospital. 2. [be + ~] inclined to or ready to 
vomit: Help him, he's going to be sick alt over the carpet. 
3. [be + ~] deeply feeling some distressing emotion: 
was sick at heart. 4. [be + ~ + (and tired) of + obj) an- 
noyed with, disgusted by, or tired of: She's sick and tired 
of your complaints. 5. mentally, morally, or emotionally 
corrupt: These criminals are sick. 6. cruel; sadistic: sick 
Jokes. 7. perverted; twisted: You and your sick mind! 8. 
[before a noun] of or relating to sickness: sick benefits. 
=r. (plural; used with a plturat verb] 9. the sick, sick 
people thought of as a group: The sick need emotional 
and physical care. —Related Words. sick is an adjec- 
tive, SICKLY and SICKENING are adjectives, SICKNESS iS a 
noun, SICKEN iS a verb: He's very sick and can't come to 
work. The starving child tooks so sickly. The horror movie 
was sickening. He has a sickness we haven't diagnosed 
yet. That horror movie sickened me. 

sick? (sik) /sik/ v., sicked, sick-ing. sic. 

-sick, suffix. -sick is used to form adjectives with the 
meanings “sick or ill of or from (the noun of the root)”: 
car + -sick ~ carsick (= sick from traveling in a car); air 
+ -sick ~ airsick (= sick from flying in a plane). 

sick’ bay’, m. a hospital or place where medical aid is 
given, esp. aboard a ship: [count]: a big, roomy sick bay. 
[noncournt]: Escort him to sick bay, doctor. 

sick-bed (sik/bed/) /'sik,bed/ n. [court] the bed used by 
a sick person. 

sick-en (sik/an) /'sikan/ v. to (cause to) become sick: 
[no obj): Eventually she sickened and died. [~ + obj): to 
sicken me with your disgusting jokes. 

sick-en-ing (sik’a ning) /‘sikanin/ adj. 1. causing a feel- 
ing Of nausea: a sickening smelt. 2. causing a feeling of 
horror, disgust, or great distress: the sickening sight of 
the traffic accident. 

sick-le (sik/al) /'sıkəl/ n. [count] a tool for cutting grain, 
etc., made of a hooklike blade on a short handle. 

sick/le cell’ ane’mia, n. [noncount] a hereditary 
blood disease in which an accumulation of oxygen- 
deficient blood cells results in anemia. 

sickely (sik/lé) /'sıkliy/ adj., -lier, -livest, adv. —adj. 1. 
not strong; unhealthy; ailing: The baby was stilt sickly: 
pale and underweight. 2. arising from ill health: a sickly 
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complexion. 3. causing a feeling of nausea: What is that 
sickly smell? 4. causing a feeling of mild disgust by be- 
ing overly sentimental: sickly, gushing compliments. 
—adv. 5. in a sick or sickly manner. 

sick-ness (sik/nis) /‘siknis/ n. 1. [count] a particular 
disease or malady: Which sickness is he suffering from? 
2. [noncount) the state or an instance of being sick; ill- 
ness: She wants to fight sickness and hunger. 3. [non- 
count] nausea; queasiness: some sickness in her stomi- 
ach from the car ride. 

sick-out (sik/out’) /'sik,awt/ n. [count] an organized ab- 
sence from work by employees who claim to be sick and 
unable to work: A sickout —but not a strike— was organ- 
ized to protest new working conditions. 

sick-room (sik/rdom/’, -rd6m/) /'sik,ruwm, 
[count] a room in which a sick person is kept. 

-Sid-, root. -sid- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sit; stay; live in a place.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: ASSIDUOUS, DISSIDENT, INSIDIOUS, PRESIDE, 
PRESIDENT, PRESIDIUM, RESIDE, RESIDUAL, RESIDUE, SUBSIDE, 
SUBSIDIARY, SUBSIDIZE, SUBSIDY. See -SESS-. 

side (sid) /sayd/ n., adj., v., sid-ed, sid-ing. —n. [cont] 
1. one of the surfaces forming the outside of something: 
the side of a buildirig. 2. either of the two broad surfaces 
of a thin flat object, such as a door or a sheet of paper. 
3. one of the surfaces of an object that is not the front, 
back, top, or bottom: The side of the box had been 
crushed. 4. either the right or left half, part, or area of a 
thing, esp. of the body: the right side and the left side. 5. 
region, direction, or position with reference to a central 
line, space, or point: the east side of a city. 6. a slope, as 
of a hill: climbed up the side of Mt. Kilimanjaro. 7. a 
part, piece, or phase making up some whole: We need to 
examine all sides of the math problem. 8. one of two or 
more contesting or competing teams or groups: Our side 
won the baseball ganie. 9. the position, ideas, or point 
of view of one person or group Opposing another: Whose 
Side are you on? | am on your side. See take sides be- 
low. 10. line of descent through either parent: She's re- 
lated to me on my mother’s side. 11. the space immedi- 
ately next to someone: Stand at my side. 12. a side dish, 
esp. in a restaurant: a side of French fries. —adj. [before 
a noun) 13. being at or on one side: Enter through the 
side door. 14. coming from or directed toward one side; 
sideways: a side blow. 15. secondary; subordinate; inci- 
dental: For hin, salary is just a side issue. —v. 16. side 
with or against, [~ + witlVagainst + obj] to support (or 
Oppose), aS in an argument: Her parents always sided 
with her brother. —Idiom. 17. on the side, [noncoint) 
in addition to some primary thing: He ordered some 
French fries on the side. 18. side by side, [noncount] a. 
next to one another; together: The soldiers stood side by 
Side. b. closely associated or related: working side by 
side for peace. 19. take sides, to support one partici- 
pant in a dispute rather than another: He decided riot to 
take sides in the office squabbles. 

side’ arm’, n. (cont) a weapon, as a pistol, carried at 
the side or in the belt: No side arms were permitted in 
the meeting room. 

side-arm (sid/arm/) /'sayd,arm/ adv. 1. with a swinging 
motion of the arm moving to the side of the body at or 
below shoulder level and nearly parallel to the ground: to 
pitch sidearm, not overhand. —adj. [before a nour) 2. 
thrown or performed sidearm. 

side-bar (sid/bar’) /‘sayd,bar/ n. [count] a short news 
feature or story, as in a newspaper, that appears along- 
side a longer story and adds to it. 

side-board (sid’bérd’, -bdrd’) /‘sayd,bord, -,bowrd/ r. 
[count] a piece of furniture, as in a dining room, for 
holding plates, knives, forks, etc. 

side-burns (sid/btirnz’) /‘sayd,b3rnz/ n. [plural the hair 
on the side of a man’s face in front of each ear. 
side-car (sid’kar’) /‘sayd,kur/ nu. [count] l. a one- 
passenger car attached to the side of a motorcycle. 2. a 
cocktail of brandy, orange liqueur, and lemon juice. 
side’ dish’, n. [count] food that accompanies the main 
course, served in a separate dish. 

side’ effect’, r. (court) an often harmful effect, as of a 
drug, secondary to the intended effect: The drug will stop 
the growth of the cancerous cells but the side effects are 
loss of hair arid difficulty in eating. 

side-kick (sid/kik’) /'sayd,kik/ m. [count] 1. a close 
friend. 2. an assistant. 

side-light (sid/lit’) /‘saydJayt/ n. [count] 1. an item of 
extra or secondary information. 2. a red light on the port 
side or a green light on the starboard carried by a vessel 
under way at night. 
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side-line (sid/lin’) /‘saydjlayn/ n., v, -lined, -lin-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. an activity done in addition to one’s regu- 
lar job. 2. a. either of the two lines that make the side 
boundaries of an athletic field or court. b. sidelines, 
[plural; the + ~; usually: on/from + the + ~) the place 
or circumstance in which one does not participate but 
simply observes: The former president could only watch 
from the sidelines while the new president took over the 
government, —v. [~ + obj] 3. to remove from action: 
The pitcher was sidelined with an arın injury. See -tin-. 

side-long (sid/l6ng/, -long’) /‘sayd,lon, -,lon/ adj. [before 
a noun] 1. directed to one side: a sidelong glance. 
—adv. 2. toward the side: to look at someone sidelong. 

side’ ord/er, n. [count] an order of food at a restaurant 
separate from or added to a main course; side dish. 

si-de-reeal (si dér’é al) /say'dioriyal/ adj. determined by 
or from the stars; of or relating to the stars. 

side-sad-dle (sid’sad/l) /‘sayd,sadl/ n. [count] 1. a sad- 
dle for women on which the rider sits facing forward but 
has both legs on the same side of the horse. —adv. 2. 
seated on a sidesaddle: to ride sidesaddle. 

side-show (sid’sh0’) /'sayd,fow/ n. [count] 1. a minor 
show in connection with a principal one, as at a Circus. 
2. any event or activity secondary to another: The celebri- 
ties at the bariquet were the main event; the banquet 
was the sideshow. 

side-split-ting (sid/split/ing) /‘sayd,splitin/ adj. 1. ex- 
tremely funny: sidesplitting comedy. 2. resulting from 
something extremely funny: sidesplitting laughter. 

side-step (sid’step’) /'sayd,step/ v., -stepped, -step- 
ping. 1. to step to one side and avoid (something aimed 
at oneself): [no obj]: As the champ swung, the challenger 
sidestepped neatly away. [~ + obj]: The runner side- 
stepped the next tackler. 2. to try to escape from or 
avoid (a decision or problem): [~ + obj]: to sidestep 
every problem. [no obj): neatly sidestepping during the 
press conference. 

side-stroke (sid/strok’) /‘sayd,strowk/ n., v., -stroked, 
-strok-ing. —n. [count] 1. a swimming stroke in which 
the body is turned sideways in the water. —v. [no obj] 2. 
to swim the sidestroke. 

side-swipe (sid’swip’) /'‘sayd,swayp/ v., -swiped, -swip- 
ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to strike with a blow from or at 
the side, as in passing: The car sideswiped ours. —n. 
[count] 2. a blow struck from or to the side in passing. 
side-track (sid/trak’) /'sayd,træk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
move (a train or the like) from a main track to a second- 
ary track. 2. to move or distract from the main subject or 
course: We can't afford to get sidetracked anymore. —n. 
[count] 3. a railroad siding. 

side-walk (sid’wok’) /'sayd,wok/ n. [count] a usually 
paved walk at the side of a roadway. See illustration at 
STREET. 

side-ways (sid/waz’) /'sayd,weyz/ adv. 1. facing to the 
side. 2. toward or from one side. —adj. 3. moving, fac- 
ing, or directed toward one side: a quick, sideways 
glance. 

sid-ing (siding) /‘saydin/ n. 1. [count] a short railroad 
track that opens onto a main track at one or both ends. 
2. [Noncount) a kind of material put on the outside of a 
building for extra protection: selling aluminum siding. 

siedle (sid/l) /‘saydi/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. [no obj] 1. 
to move sideways. 2. to move along or away or furtively: 
sidled off to the corner hoping no one would notice him. 
—n. [count] 3. a sidling movement. 

siege (sēj) /siyd3/ n. [count] 1. the act or process of 
surrounding and attacking a fortified place in such a way 
as to force the surrender of the defenders, such as by 
blocking the delivery of supplies. 2. any long or intensive 
effort to overcome resistance: a siege by magazine pub- 
lishers to sell us subscriptions. 3. a series of illnesses or 
troubles: a siege of head colds. ——-Idiom. 4. lay siege 
to, [~ + obj] to surround and attack (a fortified place or 
the like). 5. under siege, [vorncount] in the state of be- 
ing attacked by outside forces: The city has been under 
siege for a month. See -sio-. 

Si-erera (sé er’a) /siy'era/ n. [count], pl. -ras. a chain of 
mountains whose peaks look like the teeth of a saw. 

Si-es-ta (sé es/ta) /siy'esto/ n. [count], pl. -tas. a midday 
nap. 

sieve (siv) /siv/ n., v., sieved, sieveing. —n. [count] 1. a 
utensil with a meshed or perforated surface used for sep- 
arating larger pieces from smaller, fine pieces of loose 
matter, or for straining liquids to remove solid pieces. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to put or force through a sieve; sift: to 
sieve the flour. 

sift (sift) /sift/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to separate and keep the 
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larger or thicker parts or pieces of (flour, etc.) with a 
sieve: fo sift the flour. 2. to scatter with a sieve: to sift 
sugar onto a cake. 3. [~ (+ through) + obj) to examine 
closely, as by separating and looking at each part care- 
fully: The detectives are sifting (through) the evidence. 

sigh (si) /say/ v. 1. {no obj] to let out one’s breath with 
some noise, as from sorrow or relief: He sighed in resig- 
nation. 2. [~ + obj] to say or express with such a noise: 
sighed a sigh of relief. {used with quotations): “Yes, I 
SUPPOSE So,” she sighed, getting up from her bed. 3. {no 
obj) to make a sound like a sigh: with the wind sighing in 
the background. —n. [count] 4. the act or sound of sigh- 
ing: fet out a soft sigh of contentment. 

sight (sit) /sayt/ n. 1. {noncount) the power or ability of 
Seeing; vision: suffering from a gradual toss of sight. 2. 
[count] the act or fact of seeing; a view or glimpse: a 
gmesome sight. 3. {noncount] one's range of vision: 
Dont tet them out of your sight. 4. [count] something 
seen or worth seeing; a spectacle: to see alt the sights of 
London. 5. (count; usually singular; a + ~) a person or 
thing unusual, shocking, or distressing to see: He was 
quite a sight after the brawl. 6. [count; Singular; a + ~] 
Chiefly Dialect. a great deal: it’s a sight better to work 
than to starve. 7. {count; often: plural a viewing device, 
as on a firearm, for aiding the eye in aiming: The assas- 
sin had the target lined up in his sights. —v. 8. [~ + 
obj) to glimpse, notice, or observe: to sight a ship to the 
north. 9. to direct or aim (a firearm or the like) by a sight 
or sights: [no obj): to sight and fire with one quick move- 
ment. (~ + obj): to sight the gun. —Idiom. 10. at 
first sight, (noncount) after only one brief glimpse: 
When they met it was love at first sight. 11. at sight, 
[noncount] a. immediately upon seeing: to transtate the 
document at sight. b. on presentation: a check payable 
at sight. 12. by a jong sight, [noncount,; usually with a 
negative word or phrase] to a great or extreme degree: 
You haven't finished this book by a tong sight. 13. catch 
sight of, [~ + obj] to get a quick view: They caught 
sight of him racing away in the crowd. 14. know by 
sight, [know + obj + by + ~] to know or recognize (a 
person or thing seen previously): + know him by sight, 
but I've never spoken to him. 15. lose sight of, [~ + 
obj) to fail to keep in mind: Let's not lose sight of our 
main goal, even though we may disagree on how to get 
there. 16. on sight, [noncount] immediately upon see- 
ing: The police are ordered to shoot him on sight. 17. 
out of sight, [noncount] a. beyond one's range of vi- 
sion: She drove away and slowly faded out of sight. b. in- 
formal. too much; exceedingly high: The price is out of 
sight. c. Slang. (often used as an interjection) fantastic; 
marvelous: The party was out of sight. 18. sight for 
sore eyes, [noncoint] someone or something whose 
appearance is a reason for gladness: The airplane bring- 
ing the food was a sight for sore eyes to the drought vic- 
lims. 19. sight unseen, without previous examination: 
We bought it sight unseen. 

sight-ed (si/tid) /‘saytid/ adj. 1. having functional vision; 
not blind. 2. [used after an adjective] having a type of 
eyesight or ability to understand: clear-sigited. 

sight-less (sit/lis) /'saytlis/ adj. unable to see; blind. 

sight’-read’ (réd) /riyd/ v., -read (red), -read-ing. to 
read, play, or sing without previous practice, rehearsal, or 
Study of the material to be treated: [~ + obj]: to sight- 
read music. [no obj): to be able to sight-read for the mu- 
sic test. —sight/-read/er, n. (count) 

sight-see-ing (sit/sé@/ing) /‘sayt,siyin/ n. (noncount) 1. 
the act of visiting places and things of interest: We wilt go 
sightseeing tomorrow. —adj. (before a noun) 2. seeing, 
showing, or used for visiting sights: a sightseeing bus. 
—sight/se/er, n. [count] 

sign (sin) /sayn/ n. [count] 1. an indication; something 
that signifies something else: Bowing is a sign of respect. 
2. a mark or symbol used as an abbreviation for the 
word or words it represents, as in music or mathematics, 
etc.: a dollar sign. 3. a gesture used to express or convey 
information, an idea, etc.: He raised his eyebrows, which 
was his sign that he didn't believe what | was saying. 4. a 
board, placard, etc., with writing or a drawing on it that 
bears a warning, advertisement, or other information for 
public view: a traffic sign. 5. something left behind that 
indicates the presence of something else; a trace: There 
wasn't a sign of the crooks. 6. a signal or hint that some- 
thing will happen; an omen; portent: The early frost was 
a sign of a long, harsh winter ahead. 7. an indication of a 
disease: Extra saliva at the mouth, odd behavior, and in- 
ability to drink are alt signs of rabies. 8. any gesture that 
is a unit of meaning in sign language: She showed me 
the signs for “eat,” “love,” and “teacher.” 9. one of the 
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twelve signs of the zodiac: ftis sign is Capricorn; what's 
your sign? —v. 10. to write (one’s signature) on (some- 
thing): [~ + obj]: to sign a tetter. {no obj): Where should 
1 sign? 11. [~ + obj] to hire by written agreement: fo 
sign a basketbalt player. 12. {no obj] to write one’s sig- 
nature to indicate acceptance, as of a contract for em- 
ployment: refused to sign with the Yankees. 13. a. to 
communicate by means of a sign; signal: {~ + obj]: He 
signed his obvious displeasure by frowning. {~ + that 
clause]: He signed to her that they should leave. b. {no 
obj) to make signals; communicate something by sig- 
nals: She signed to the waiter for the check. 14. to con- 
vey or signal (a message) in a sign language: [no obj): 
She signed frantically to him but he wasn't looking at her. 
[~ + obj): She signed the words for “water” and “glass” 
to ask for a glass of water. 15. sign away or over, to 
dispose of by putting one’s signature on a document: [~ 
+ over + obj): According to the agreement he has 
signed over alt the property. {~ + obj + over]: She 
signed the property over to her daughter. 16. sign for, 
[~ + for + obj) to sign one’s name or signature to ac- 
knowledge that one has received (a package, letter, etc.): 
signed for the packages. 17. sign in (or out), [no obj) to 
record one’s arrival (or departure) by signing a register: 
He signed in when he got to work. 18. sign off, [no obj] 
a. to stop broadcasting, esp. at the end of the day: The 
Station signed off at three in the morning. b. to indicate 
one’s approval openly if not formally: The boss signed off 
on my plan. 19. sign on, a. [~ + on + obj] to hire: He 
signed on several good players. b. to agree to do some- 
thing: [70 obj]: He signed on as a pitcher for the team. 
[~ + on + to + verb): | signed on to help. c. {no obj) 
to start a session with computer systems: He signed on 
to the system by typing his computer I.D. and his pass- 
word. 20. sign up, a. [no obj] to join an organization or 
group: fo sign up for the navy. b. to hire: [~ + obj + 
up): Sign him up if he can pitch tomorrow. [~ + up + 
obj): to sign up some good players. —sign/er, n. (count) 
See -SIGN-. 

-Sign-, root. -sign- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sign; have meaning.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASSIGN, ASSIGNATION, CONSIGN, COSIGN, DE- 
SIGN, DESIGNATE, ENSIGN, INSIGNIA, INSIGNIFICANT, RESIGN, 
SIGN, SIGNAL, SIGNATURE, SIGNET, SIGNIFICANT, SIGNIFY, UNDER- 
SIGNED. 

sigenal (sig/nl) /‘signl/ n, adj., v., -naled, -naling or 
(esp. Brit.) -nalled, -nal-ling. —n. [count] 1. anything 
that serves to indicate, warn, direct, etc., such as a light, 
a gesture, or an act: a traffic signat. 2. an act or event 
that causes an action: The execution was a signat for re- 
volt. 3. an electrical quantity or effect, as current or 
waves, that can be varied to convey information: a TV 
signal. —adj. {before a noun) 4. serving as a signal: a 
signat light. 5. unusual; notable; outstanding: a signat 
accomplishment. —v. 6. to make a signal to (someone 
or something): [no obj]: The police officer stood there 
signaling. {~ + obj): The captain said he wanted to sig- 
nat his ship. [~ + obj + to + verb): Signat the tugboat 
fo pult up a little closer. {~ + that clause): to signat that 
he wants to come home. See -sign-. 

Sig-nalely (sig/nl &) /‘signliy/ adv. conspicuously; nota- 
bly: signally qualified for the job. 

Sig-na-torry (sig/na tôr/ē, -t6r/é) /‘signa,toriy, -,towriy/ 
adj.. n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1. joined in signing a document: 
the signatory powers to a treaty. —n. [cont] 2. the 
signer, or one of the signers, of a document: The U.S. 
delegates were among the signatories. See -sicn-. 

Sig-na-ture (sig/na cher) signatfor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person's name signed on a letter, check, or other docu- 
ment. 2. Music. a sign or set of signs at the beginning of 
a staff to indicate the key or the time of a piece. 3. a 
song, musical arrangement, etc., used as a theme for a 
radio or television program. —adj. 4. serving to identify 
or distinguish a person, group, etc.: began to play his 
signature tine and the crowd applanded. See -sien-. 

sign-board (sin/b6rd’, -bdrd’) /'sayn,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] a board bearing a sign, as an advertisement. 

Sigenet (sig/nit) /'signit/ n. [connt] a small official seal 
for legal documents, contracts, etc. See -sign-. 

Sig-nif-iscance (sig nifi kans) /sig'nifikans/ n. [non- 
count] 1. importance; consequence: an election of great 
significance to the country. 2. meaning. See -siGn-. 

Sig-nif-i-cant (sig nifi kant) /sig'nifikont/ adj. 1. im- 
portant; of consequence: a significant event in world his- 
tory. 2. having a special, secret, or disguised meaning: 
She gave him a significant wink. —sigenif/i-cantely, adv. 
See -SIGN-. 

signif/icant oth/er, n. [count] 1. a person, such as a 
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parent, who has great influence on one’s behavior. 2. a 
spouse or a lover with whom one lives: a husband, wife, 
or significant other. 

signify (sig/na fi’) /'signa,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy- 
ing. 1. to make known: All those in favor, please signify 
your agreement by saying “Aye.” 2. to be a sign of; have 
the meaning of: A sign showing a Cigarette inside a red 
circle with a red line through it signifies “No smoking.” 
—sig-ni-fica-tion (sig/na fi kA’shan) /,signofi'keyfan/ n. 
(rronconnt]) See -Sicn-. 

sign’ lan’guage, 1. [cont] any of several systems of 
communication, esp. employing manual gestures, as 
used among deaf people. 

sign-post (sin/post’) /'sayn,powst/ n. [count] 1. a post 
with a sign that gives information. 2. any immediately 
clear indication, etc. 

sielage (si/lij) /saylid3/ n. [noncount]) grass or other 
food stored in a silo for cattle. 

sielence (si/lans) /‘saylons/ s., v., -lenced, -lenc-ing, in- 
terj. —. [nonconrnt] 1. absence of sound or noise; still- 
ness: the silence of deep space. 2. the state or fact of 
being silent: He received the news with silence. 3. ab- 
sence of mention or comment, as for keeping something 
secret: govermnental Silence about the scandal. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 4. to put to silence; still: The teacher could si- 
lence the class with just one stern look. 5. to put 
(doubts, etc.) to rest; quiet: Her performance silenced all 
donbts abont her talent. —inlerj. 6. (used as a com- 
mand) to be silent: “Silence?” she snapped. 

sielenceer (si/lan sar) /'‘saylonsar/ n. [count] 1. a device 
for deadening the noise that a gun makes when it is dis- 
charged. 2. Chiefly Brit. the muffler on an engine. 

si-lent (si/lant) /'saylant/ adj. 1. of or relating to silence: 
the silent desert. 2. not speaking; not wishing to speak: 
silent observers. 3. speechless; mute: silent from birth. 
4. done in the absence of speech or sound: silent 
prayers. 5. unspoken; done without saying because it is 
understood: a silent assent. 6. omitting mention of 
something, as in a narrative: The records are silent about 
his crime. 7. (of a letter) not pronounced, as the b in 
doubt. 8. (of a film) not having a soundtrack: the old si- 
lent movies. —n. [count] 9. Usually, silents. (plural; the 
+ ~] silent films. —si/lent-ly, adv.: She sat silently in 
the comer. 

silehoueette (sil/oo et’) /,siluw'et/ n., v., -et-ted, -et- 
ting. —n. [count] 1. a picture of the outline of an object, 
filled in with black. 2. the outline of something. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to show in or as if in a silhouette. —Jdiom. 4. 
in silhouette, [soncount] represented, drawn, or ap- 
pearing in or as an outline. 

Sileieca (sii ka) /'siltko/ n. [noncount] a form of silicon 
that occurs esp. as quartz sand, flint, and agate. —sili- 
ceous, si-liecious (Sa lish’as) /sa'lifas/ adj. 

silicon (sii kan, -kon/) /'silikon, -,kon/ n. [nonconnt] 
a nonmetallic element, occurring in minerals and rocks 
and making up more than one fourth of the earth’s crust: 
used in steelmaking, computer chips, etc. 

silicone (sil7i kon’) /'sili,kown/ s. [noncount] an artifi- 
cial polymer made from silicon and oxygen and used in 
making water-repellent substances such as adhesives, lu- 
bricants, and oils. 

Sileiecoesis (sil/i kō/sis) /sili'kowsis/ aw. [noncounnt] a 
disease of the lungs caused by the inhaling of particles of 
silica. 

silk (silk) /silk/ n. [somcount) 1. the fiber from the co- 
coon of the sitkworm. 2. thread or cloth made from this 
fiber. 3. any fiber resembling silk, such as one produced 
by spiders. —adj. 4. of or relating to silk. 

silken (sil7kan) /'silkon/ adj. 1. made of silk. 2. like silk 
in smoothness, softness, or delicateness. 

silk-worm (silk/wůrm/) /‘silk,warm/ s. [count] an insect, 
a kind of moth caterpillar, that spins a silken cocoon: 
The cocoons of sorne silkwornits are the source of silk. 

silk-y (sil”ké) /'silkiy/ adj., -i'er, -ivest. of or like silk; 
smooth, soft, or delicate. 

sill (sil) /sil/ s. [count] a flat, horizontal piece like a ledge 
beneath a window, door, or other opening. 

silly (sil7é) /'siliy/ adj., -liver, -lieest, 17., pl. -lies. —adj. 
1. lacking good sense; foolish: called hini a silly young 
fool. 2. absurd; ridiculous; nonsensical: filled witli silly 
ideas. 3. stunned; dazed: He knocked mie silly. —1. 
[count] 4. Informal. a silly or foolish person. — silli. 
ness, #1. (riorcotuit) 

Si-lo (si7IG) /'saylow/ rr. [court] pl. -los. 1. a structure, 
usually in the shape of a tall cylinder, in which food for 
animals is kept. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. a pit or 
underground space for storing grain, etc. 
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silt (silt) /silt/ n. [noncount] 1. earth carried by moving 
water and deposited as a sediment. —v. 2. silt up, to 
(cause to) become filled or choked up with silt: [no obj]: 
The lake silted up. [~ + up + obj): The mud silted up 
the lake. —silt’y, adj. 

silver (sil’var) /‘silvar/ n. 1. [poncount] a white metallic 
element, used for making mirrors, coins, photographic 
chemicals, and conductors. 2. [noncount; used with a 
singular verb] coins made of this metal; money: a Hand- 
ful of silver. 3. [nonconnt] this metal used or thought of 
as a Standard for the value of currency. 4. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] table articles, such as knives, 
forks, and spoons, made of or plated with silver. 5. [non- 
count) a bright, grayish white or whitish gray color. 6. 
[count] a silver medal: He brought horne two silvers from 
the Olympics. —adj. 7. [before a noun] made of or 
plated with silver. 8. of or relating to silver. 9. producing 
or yielding silver: a silver mine. 10. of the color silver; 
silvery: silver hair. 11. elegant and persuasive: a silver 
tongue (= the ability to speak gracefully and convinc- 
ingly). 12. [before a noun) indicating the twenty-fifth 
event of a series, such as a wedding anniversary. 

sil-ver-fish (sil/var fish’) /'silvar,fif/ n. [count], pl. (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or spe- 
cies) -fishees. 1. any of various silvery fishes, such as the 
tarpon. 2. a wingless, silvery-gray insect that feeds on 
starch and damages books, wallpaper, etc. 

sil’”ver lin/ing, rv. [count] a possibility or element of 
hope or comfort in an unfortunate or gloomy situation. 

sileveresmith (sil”var smith’) /'silvor,smi0/ r. [count] 
one who makes and repairs articles of silver. 

sil’ver-tongued’, adj. persuasive; able to speak well 
and convince others. 

silverware (sil’var war’) /'silvar,weor/ n. [soncount; 
used with a singular verb) articles, esp. eating and serv- 
ing utensils, made of silver, silver-plated metals, stainless 
steel, etc. 

silever-ey (sil/va rē) /'silvariy/ adj. 1. resembling silver; of 
a shiny grayish white color. 2. having a clear, ringing 
sound: the silvery peal of bells. 3. containing or covered 
with silver. 

simeiean (sim/é an) /'stmiyon/ adj. 1. of or relating to an 
ape or monkey. —n. [court] 2. an ape or monkey. 

-simil-, root. -simil- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “alike, similar.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ASSIMILATE, ASSIMILATION, DISSIMILAR, DISSIMULATE, 
FACSIMILE, SIMILAR, SIMILE, SIMULATE, SIMULCAST, SIMULTANE- 
OUS, VERISIMILITUDE. 

sim-ielar (sim/a lar) /'sımələr/ adj. having a likeness or 
resemblance; like or alike: two similar houses. [be + ~ 
(+ to)]: The houses are similar to each other. —sim/is 
lar/iety, n., pl. -ties. (nonconunt): points of similarity be- 
tween the two paintings. [count}: There are many Similar- 
ities between the two paintings. —simeiclar-ly (sim/a- 
lar/i tē) /,simoa'leritiy/ adv. See -SimiL-. 

simeiele (sim/a lē) /'simoliy/ n. 1. [norcount) a figure of 
speech in which two distinct things are compared by us- 
ing “like” or “as,” such as in “She is like a rose.” 2. 
[count] an example of this: How many similes can you 
find in the first paragraph? See -simi--. 

simemer (sim/ar) /'simor/ v. 1. to cook just below the 
boiling point: [o obj): The sauce is simmering. [~ + 
obj): Simmer the sauce. 2. [no obj) to be in a state in 
which development, excitement, anger, etc., is present 
but held back: He was sinnunering with anger. 3. simmer 
down, [0 obj] to become calm or quiet: “Sirmrer 
down,” | warned himi. —n. [connt; usually singular) 4. the 
state or process of simmering: Cook to a slow simmer 
for fifteen miinntes. 

Siemon-ize (simə niz/) /'saymo,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to shine or polish to a strong brightness, 
esp. with wax. 

Simeparti-co (sim pa/ti ko’, -patZi-) /sim'pati,kow, 
-'pati-/ adj. agreeing in the mind or in the spirit; like- 
minded; compatible. See -PAT-. 

sim-per (sim/por) /‘simpor/ v. [no obj] 1. to smile in a 
silly, false, or self-conscious way: She sinipered at the 
boss as he made another corny joke. —1. [court] 2. a 
silly, false, self-conscious smile. 

sim-ple (sim/psal) /'‘simpol/ adj., -pler, -plest, n. —adj. 1. 
easy to understand or deal with; not hard to do: a simple 
problem. (It + be + ~ + to + verb): It was simple to 
solve lier probleins. 2. not elaborate or complicated; 
plain: a simple design. 3. not ornate or luxurious; una- 
dorned: a simple dress. 4. unassuming; modest; sincere: 
He’s a simple man. 5. [before a nonn) occurring or con- 
sidered alone; mere; bare: the simple truth. 6. [before a 


687 


noun) common or ordinary: a simple soldier. 7. not 
grand or sophisticated: simple tastes. 8. humble or 
lowly: simple folk. 9. lacking mental sharpness: a simple, 
dull-witted peasant. 10. mentally deficient. 11. Chernis- 
try. made of only one substance or element: a simple 
substance. 12. Botany. not divided into parts: a Simple 
leaf. 13. (of a sentence) having only one subject and 
verb (as Opposed to compound): The sentences John 
likes Mary ard John and Bill like Mary are siniple sen- 
tences. —sim/ple-ness, ri. [noncount] See -PLic-. 
sim-pleemind-ed or sim-ple-mind-ed (sim/pəl mi/- 
did) /‘sim'pal maydid/ adj. 1. lacking in mental sharp- 
ness. 2. lacking in complex thought: a simple-minded 
solution to a complicated problem. 3. mentally weak; 
feeble-minded. 

sim-ple-ton (sim/pal tan) /'simpaltan/ n. [count] an ig- 
norant, foolish, or silly person. 

sim-pliceiety (sim plis/i tē) /sim'plisitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
(noncount] the state or quality of being simple. 2. 
[count] an instance or example of this. 3. [noncount) the 
absence of luxury or ornament; plainness. See -ptic-. 

sim-pli-fy (sim/pla fi) /'simplo,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. to make simple or simpler: to sirnplify tlie prob- 
lem. —simsplirfi-ca-tion (sim/pla fi ka/shan) /,sim- 
plofi'keyfan/ n. [noncount): too much sirnplification in 
dealing with complex issues. (count): Your essay is a 
simplification of a complex topic. 

simeplis-tic (sim plis/tik) /sim'plistik/ adj. being too 
simple, esp. in ignoring difficulties; oversimplified: His 
proposals for reducing the deficit are simplistic. See 
-PLIC-. 

simeply (sim/plé) /‘simpliy/ adv. 1. in a simple manner; 
clearly: He spoke simply and directly. 2. plainly; unaffect- 
edly: /n spite of her great wealth they live simply in a 
modest liouse. 3. merely; only: It is simply a cold. 4. ab- 
solutely; really: Her desserts are simply irresistible. See 
-PLIC-. 

sim-uslate (sim/ya lat’) /'simya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj, 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to create a model of: During the drill 
we will Simulate emergency conditions. 2. to pretend to 
do or have; feign: to simulate illness. 3. to assume or 
have the appearance or characteristics of: simulated 
leather. See -Simit-. 

sim-usla-tion (sim/ya lā/shən) /,simya'leyfon/ n. 1. 
(noncount) imitation: simulation of real events. 2. 
[count] a model of a problem in an attempt to work out 
solutions, etc.: computer simulations of planning a 
model city. See -Simit-. 

simeuslastor (sim/ya la/tar) /‘simya,leytor/ n. [count] a 
machine or device that models actual events and creates 
conditions similar to real conditions, used for training 
and practice: A fight simulator re-created the conditions 
that pilots would encounter in such aircraft. See -simit-. 

simulcast (si/mal_ kast⁄, sim/al-) /'sayməl,kæst, 
'sımol-/ n., v., -cast, -cast-ed, -casteing. —n. [count] 1. 
a program broadcast simultaneously on radio and televi- 
sion, Or On more than one station, or in several lan- 
guages, etc. —v. 2. to broadcast in this manner: [~ + 
obj}: to simulcast a concert. [no obj): advancing techinol- 
ogy in simutcasting. See -simit-. 

siemul-ta-ne-ous (si/mal tā/nē as, sim/al-) /,saym- 
al'teyniyas, ,simol-/ adj. existing, occurring, or operating 
at the same time: simultaneous translation of all 
speeches at the United Nations. —si/mul-ta/ne-ous-ly, 
adv.: How can you have such contradictory opinions si- 
multaneously? See -simit-. 

sin (sin) /sin/ n., v., sinned, sinening. —n. 1. (noncount) 
disobedience of divine law: a life full of sin. 2. [count] 
any act regarded as such disobedience, esp. a deliberate 
one: He asked for forgiveness of his sins. 3. [count] any 
serious fault or offense: He had committed sins against 
hurnanrity. —v. [no obj] 4. to commit a sinful act: He had 
sinned and so he begged God for forgiveness. —-Idiom. 
5. live in sin, [110 obj] to live together as husband and 
wife without being married. —sin/ner, n. [count] 
—Syn. See CRIME. 

since (sins) /sins/ adv. 1. from then till now (often pre- 
ceded by ever): Those elected in 1990 have been on the 
committee ever since. 2. between a particular past time 
and the present; subsequently: She at first refused, but 
has since consented. 3. ago; before now: She lias long 
since left hint; didn't you know? —prep. 4. starting con- 
tinuously from or counting from: /t has been raining 
since noon. 5. between a past event and the present: 
There have been many clianges since the war. —conj. 6. 
in the period following the time when: He lias written 
once since he left. 7. continuously from or counting from 
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the time when: /ve been busy since | arrived. 8. be- 
Cause; inasmuch as: Since you've been liere awhile, you 
miglit as well stay. —-Usage. The word since very often 
appears with a verb in the present perfect tense, that is, 
with HAS Or HAVE plus the -ed/-en form of the main verb. 

sin-cere (sin sér/) /sin'sior/ adj., -cer-er, -cer-est. 1. 
not false or pretended: a sincere apology. 2. genuine; 
real: a sincere effort to iniprove. —sin-cere/ly, adv. 
—sin-cer-iety (sin ser/i tē) /sin'seritly/ m. [noncounrnt): 
dealing with his students witli sincerity. 

sinecure (si/ni kydor’, sin/i-) /'saym,kyor, 'sıni-/ n. 
[count] a position requiring no work, esp. one that br- 
ings easy profit. See -CURA-. 

siine qua non (sin/ā kwä nōn7, non’, kwā) /'sin'cy kwa 
nown, 'non, kwey/ n. (count; usually singular) some- 
thing that cannot be left out; a necessity: The actress's 
presence was tlie sine qua nor of any party. 

sineew (sin/ydo) /'sıinyuw/ n. 1. [count] a tendon. 2. 
[noncount] strength; power; resilience: great moral 
sinew. 

sin-ew-y (sin’ydo &) /‘sinyuwiy/ adj. 1. (of meat) tough; 
hard to chew. 2. strong and hard from exercise or hard 
work: sinewy liands. 3. strong and tough: a sinewy rope. 

sineful (sin/fal) /‘sinfal/ adj. 1. showing, guilty of, or full 
of sin: a sinful life. 2. very bad; seriously wrong; shame- 
ful: a sinful waste of paper. —sin/fulely, adv. 

sing (sing) /sin/ v., sang (sang) /swn/ or, often, sung 
(sung) /san/; sung; sing-ing; n. —v. 1. [10 obj] to make 
words or sounds one after the other, with musical 
changes in the pitch or tone of the voice: All the mem- 
bers of my family can sing. 2. to perform (songs or mu- 
sic) with the voice: [no obj}: Once slie sang on national 
TV. [~ + obj]: They sang some old tunes around the 
campfire, 3. (~ + obj] to bring, send, etc., into a certain 
condition with or by such musical sound: to sing a baby 
fo sleep. 4. (of an animal) to produce a signal with the 
voice: [no obj}: Some birds sing to attract a mate. [~ + 
obj): Birds sing very specific songs. 5.[~ + of + obj} to 
tell about someone or something in verse or song, esp. 
with enthusiasm or admiration: fo sing of the times of 
King Arthur. 6. [~ + obj] to proclaim with enthusiasm: 
to sing someone's praises (= to praise someone). 7. [no 
obj} to make a whistling or whizzing sound: The buillet 
Sang past his ear. 8. [no obj} Slang. to confess or act as 
an informer by telling the authorities about some crime 
or criminals. —n. [count] 9. a meeting of people for 
singing: a community sing. —sing/a-ble, adj. —sing/er, 
n. (count) 

sing., an abbreviation of: singular. 

sing’-along’, n. SONGFEST. 

Sin-ga-porre-an (sing’ga pdr/é an, -põr/-) /\sin- 
go'poriyon, -'powr-/ n. [count] 1. a person born or living 
in Singapore. —adj. 2. of or relating to Singapore. 

singe (sinj) /sind3/ v., singed, singe-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj} 1. to burn slightly; scorch: The hot iron singed the 
Shirt. 2. to burn the ends, edges, etc., of (hair, cloth, 
etc.): The firefighters hair was singed from her atternpt 
fo rescue the Child. —n. (count) 3. a slight burn. 

sin-gle (sing/gal) /'singal/ adj., v., -gled, -gling, n. —adj. 
1. [before a noun) only one in number; one only; unique: 
a single example. 2. [before a noun) of, relating to, or 
Suitable for one person only: a single room. 3. (before a 
noun) the only; lone: He was the single survivor. 4. un- 
married: a single man. 5. [before a noun] of one against 
one: single combat. 6. made of only one part: a single 
lens. 7. [before a noun) separate, particular, or distinct: 
lil speak with every single one of you. 8. uniform: that 
applies to all: a single safety code. —v. 9. single out, to 
choose (one) from others: [~ + obj + out]: to single 
someone out for special mention. (~ + out + obj}: to 
single out a hardworking employee. —n. [count] 10. one 
person or thing; a single one. 11. a room in a hotel, a 
bed, etc., for one person only. 12. an unmarried person: 
The bar is for singles orly. 13. a one-dollar bill: Give rne 
change in singles, please. 14. (in baseball) a base hit 
that allows a batter to reach first base safely. 15. 
singles, (count) pl. singles. a match or game with one 
player on each side, as a tennis match: A tougli singles 
has just ended. 

sin’gle-breast/ed, adj. (of a coat, jacket, etc.) having a 
front that closes in the center with a single button or row 
of buttons. Compare DOUBLE-BREASTED. 

sin’gle file’, n. [noncourt} 1. a line of persons or 
things arranged one behind the other: /irred up in single 
file. —adv. 2. in such a line: to walk single file. 

sin’gle-hand/ed, adj. 1. done by one person alone; 
without aid from another. 2. using only one hand: a siri- 
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gle-handed backstroke in tennis. —adv. 3. by oneself; 
alone; without aid: She built the garage single-handed. 
—sin’gle-hand/’edely, adv. 

sin’gle-mind/’ed, adj. having great determination; res- 
olute; steadfast: a single-minded intensity to succeed at 
all costs. —sin/gle-mind/ed-ly, adv. 

sing/les bar’, n. [cont] a bar appealing to single men 
and women. 

sin-gle-ton (sing’gal tən) /'singaltan/ n. [(comnt] 1. a 
person or thing occurring alone. 2. a card that is the 
only one of a suit in a hand. 

sinegly (sing’glé) /'singliy/ adv. apart from others; sepa- 
rately; one at a time: Some guests arrived singly, and 
others came in pairs. 

sing-song (sing’sdnq/, -song’) /'sin,son, -,spn/ n. [count] 
1. (usually singular] a monotonous, rhythmical rising and 
falling in the pitch of the voice when speaking: He recited 
his lessons in a bored singsong. 2. Brit. a session of in- 
formal group singing; sing-along. —adj. 3. monotonous 
in the rhythmical rising and falling of pitch: a bored, sing- 
song VOICE. 

sineguelar (sing’gya ler) /'singyalar/ adj. 1. of or be- 
longing to the grammatical category of number indicat- 
ing that a word refers to or names one person, place, 
thing, or instance, such as child, it, or goes. 2. extraordi- 
nary; remarkable; exceptional: a singular success. 3. un- 
usual or Strange: singular behavior. —n. 4. [noncoint] 
the singular number: The word “pants” is never in the 
singular; it always takes a phiral verb. 5. [count] a word 
or other form in the singular: What is the singilar for the 
phiral word addenda? Abbr.: sing. 

sin-guelar-ly (sing’/gya lar lē) /'singyolarliy/ adv. ex- 
traordinarily; remarkably; very: singularly good taste. 

Sinsiseter (sin’a star) /‘sinastar/ adj. 1. threatening or 
suggesting evil, harm, or trouble: a sinister face. 2. evil: 
the dictator's sinister purposes. 

sink (singk) /sink/ v., sank (sank) /swnk/ or, often, sunk 
(sunk) /sank/; sunk or sunk-en; sink-ing; n. —v. 1. [no 
obj) to fall or descend to a lower level or position: The 
Ship sank to the bottom of the sea. 2. [~ + obj] to force 
below the surface of water or the like; cause to become 
submerged: The swbrnarine sank two ships. 3. [no obj) 
to settle or fall gradually: The birilding is sinking. 4. [no 
obj) to fall or collapse slowly from weakness, fatigue, 
etc.: sank to his knees. 5. [no obj) a. to enter slowly into 
a State: to sink into sleep. b. to become deeply occupied: 
He sat there, sunk in thought. 6. [no obj] to pass into 
some worse or lower state: to sink into poverty. 7. [no 
obj] to become lower in number or amount: Profits are 
sinking fast. 8. [~ + obj] to bring to a worse or lower 
state or status: You're trying to sink all his plans for the 
business. 9. {no obj) to fail in physical strength or health: 
She's sinking fast and imay not live through the night. 
10. [no obj] to become discouraged or depressed: My 
heart sank when | heard the news. 11. [no obj] to be- 
come lower in volume, tone, or pitch: Her voice sank to a 
whisper. 12. [no obj] to disappear from sight, as below 
the horizon: They watched the sin sink beneath the sea. 
13. [~ + obj] to cause to penetrate: to sink an ax into a 
tree. 14. [~ + obj] to dig or excavate (a hole, shaft, 
etc.): to sink an oil well. 15. [~ + obj] to put in (time, 
effort, etc.) to some activity or business with the hope of 
profit: He sank all his energy into making the progran 
run well. 16. {~ + obj] to hit or throw (a ball) so that it 
goes through or into a basket, hole, etc.: The golfer sank 
the ball with one putt. 17. sink in, {no obj) to enter the 
mind; become understood: / repeated “You're safe” until 
I was sure the words had sunk in. —n. [count] 18. a ba- 
sin for washing: the kitchen sink. See illustration at 
APARTMENT. 19. a low-lying, poorly drained area where 
waters collect and sink into the ground or evaporate. 
—sink/a-ble, adj. 

sink-er (sing/kar) /'sigkar/ n. [count] 1. a weight, as of 
lead, for sinking a fishing line or net below the surface of 
the water. 2. (in baseball) a pitched ball that curves 
downward sharply. 

sink-hole (singk/hdl’) /‘sink,howl/ n. (count) 1. a hole 
formed in rock by the action of water, serving to conduct 
surface water to an underground passage. 2. a de- 
pressed area in which waste or drainage collects. 
Sin-u-OUuSs (sin’ydo as) /'sinyuwos/ adj. 1. having many 
curves or turns; winding: & simious path. 2. character- 
ized by graceful curving motions: a sinuous dance. 
sinus (si/nas) /'saynos/ n. [comrt], pl. -nus-es. one of 
the hollow cavities in the skull connecting with the nose: 
Her sinuses are causing her pain; a sinus leadactie. 
Sinusitis (si/na sitis) /sayno'saytis/ n. [noncount; 
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used with a singular verb] inflammation of a sinus or the 
sinuses. See -iTIs. 

sip (sip) /sip/ v., sipped, sip-ping, n. —v. 1. to drink (a 
liquid) a little at a time: [~ + obj): She sipped her hot 
tea slowly. [no obj]: sipping at her tea. —n. [count] 2. an 
act or instance of sipping. 3. a small quantity taken by 
sipping. —sip/per, n. [comnt] —sip’ping-ly, adv. 

si-phon or sy-phon (si/fon) /'sayfan/ n. [count] 1. a U- 
shaped pipe that uses atmospheric pressure to draw liq- 
uid from one container, place, or level to another. —v. 2. 
[~+ off + obj] to carry or pass through a siphon: We 
siphoned (of) some gasoline from the car's gas tank and 
filled the container. (~ + obj (+ off): to siphon some 
gas off. 3. to carry off or remove (something) and use it 
elsewhere: [~ + off + obj]: They were caught siphoning 
off money from campaign contributions. [~ + obj + off): 
to siphon it off. 

sir (stir) /sar/ n. [count] 1. a formal term of address used 
to a man: “Dear Sir,” the letter began. 2. [Sir] the title of 
a knight or baronet: Sir Walter Scott. 3. a lord or gentle- 
man: noble sirs and ladies. See -SENE-. 

sire (si?r) /say?r/ n, v., sired, siring. —n. 1. [proper 
noun] a respectful term of address, used to a king. 2. 
[count] the male parent of a four-legged animal. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to father (offspring); beget: He had sired two 
fine sons. See -SENE-. 

Siren (si/ran) /‘sayran/ n. [count] 1. a seductively beau- 
tiful woman. 2. a warning device that produces a loud, 
piercing sound: Sirens wailed and people took shelter. 

sireloin (sur/loin) /‘s3rloyn/ n. the portion of the loin of 
beef in front of the rump: [roncount): two pounds of sir- 
loin. (count): cooking a fine sirloin for dinner. 

Sierroc*co (sə rok/6) /sa'rokow/ n. [connt), pl. -cos. a 
hot, dry, dusty wind blowing from N Africa. 

Sir-up (sirfap, sůr7-) /'sirap, 's3r-/ n. SYRUP. 

Sis (sis) /sis/ n. [count; usually used as a term of address; 
often: Sis] sister: Hey, Sis, wake up Mom and Dad. 

sissal (si/sal, sis’al) /‘saysal, 'sisal/ n. [noncoint] 1. Also 
called sisal hemp’. a fiber used for making rope. 2. the 
plant from which this fiber is taken: rows of sisal. 

Sis*sy (sis/é) /'sısiy/ n., pl. -sies, adj. —n. [comnt) 1. a 
boy or man who appears feminine. 2. a timid or cow- 
ardly person. 3. a little girl. —adj. 4. (of a man or boy) 
appearing feminine. 5. cowardly; timid. —sis+si-fied- 
(sis%a fid’) /'sisa,fayd/ adj. 

-sist-, root. -sist- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “remain; stand; stay.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASSIST, CONSIST, DESIST, INCONSISTENT, IN- 
SIST, IRRESISTIBLE, PERSIST, RESIST, SUBSIST, SUBSISTENCE. 

sis-ter (sis/tar) /‘sistar/ n. [count] 1. a female relative of 
another, having both parents in common. 2. a female 
relative of another, having one parent in common; half 
sister. 3. STEPSISTER. 4. a sister-in-law. 5. a woman or 
girl in the same family or social group, nationality, etc., 
as another. 6. a thing regarded as female: The ships are 
sisters. 7. a woman member of a religious order whose 
vows are not as absolute as a nun’s. [often: Sister): Her 
namie is Sister Mary Richard. 8. Brit. a nurse in charge of 
a hospital ward; head nurse: the sister in charge. 9. [of 
ten: Sister] (used as a form of address to a woman or 
girl, esp. aS a joke but sometimes insultingly). —adj. 
[before a norn] 10. being or considered a sister; related 
by or as if by sisterhood: our sister city across the river. 
—sis/ter-ly, adj.: a sisterly kiss on the cheek. 

sis-ter-hood (sis/ter hddd’) /'sistor,hud/ n. [noncount) 
1. the state of being a sister. 2. a group of nuns or other 
females bound by religious ties. 3. pleasant relationship 
among women. 4. foften: the + ~] the community or 
network of women who support feminism. 

sis-ter-in-law (sis/tər in 16’) /ststorin,lo/ n. [count], pl. 
sis-ters-in-law. 1. the sister of one’s husband or wife. 2. 
the wife of one’s brother. 3. the wife of the brother of 
one’s husband or wife. 

Sit (sit) /sit/ v., sat (sat) /swt/ sat, sit-ting. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to rest with the body supported by one’s buttocks or 
thighs; be seated: / was sitting at my desk when the 
phone rang. 2. to (cause to) lower the body into a posi- 
tion of rest supported by one’s buttocks or thighs: [no 
obj; (~ + down)]: Please sit (down); I'll be back in a min- 
ute. [~ + obj (+ down)}: sat the child (down) on the 
sofa. 3. {no obj) to be located or situated; lie or rest: The 
house sits on a cliff. 4. [no obj] to place oneself in posi- 
tion for an artist, etc.; pose. 5. [no obj] to remain quiet: 
Let the matter sit. 6. [no obj] (of a bird) to cover eggs 
with the body for hatching; brood. 7. {no obj] to fit or 
hang, such as a garment: That shirt doesn't sit well on 
hirn. 8. [no obj; often: ~ + on + obj) to have an official 
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position, such as a legislator or judge: She sits on the 
conunittee. 9. [no obj] to hold a session: The court sits 
in judgment. 10. (used after a word or root) to take care 
of (the specified thing) like a baby-sitter: to house-sit (= 
fo live in another's house while the owners are away); to 
Plant-sit (= to take care of anothers plants while the 
owners are away). 11. [no obj] to be accepted in the way 
indicated: His answer didn't sit right with us. 12. [no obj] 
to be acceptable to the stomach: My breakfast didn't sit 
too well. 13. [~ + obj; no passive] to provide seating 
accommodations; seat: Our table only sits six people. 
14. [no obj] to baby-sit: She used to sit for us when our 
daughter was a baby. 15. sit around, [no obj; usually: ~ 
+ around + verb-ing] to do nothing: The workers were 
silting around ignoring their work. 16. sit in (on), [~ + 
in (+ on + obj) to be a spectator at (some event or cir- 
cumstance): Id like perrnission to sit in on your class. 
17. sit on or upon, [~ + on/upon + obj] a. to inquire 
into or deliberate over: A coroner's jury sat on the case. 
b. to put off for a time; postpone. c. to check; squelch: 
to sit on nasty rumors. 18. sit out, a. [~ + out + obj] 
to stay to the end of: He sat out the whole movie in si- 
lence. b. to stay, wait, or endure longer than: [~ + out 
+ obj): to sit out one's rivals. [~ + obj + out): to sit 
thein out. c. to keep one's seat during (a dance, etc.); 
fail to participate in (an activity): [~ + out + obj): I think 
[H sit out the next dance. [~ + obj + out): FH have to sit 
this one out; I'm a little tired. 19. sit up, a. to (cause to) 
rise from a lying or reclining position to a sitting position: 
[no obj): Sit up straight and answer me. [~ + obj + up]: 
The nurse sat hinm up in his bed. b. [no obj; often: ~ + 
up + verb-ing] to be awake and active during one’s 
usual sleep time: to sit up alt night playing solitaire. c. 
[no obj] to become interested: take notice: This will 
make them sit up and notice. —Idfom. 20. sit on 
one’s hands, a. to fail to applaud. b. to fail to take 
proper or necessary action. 21. sit tight, [no obj] to 
take no action; wait: Sit tight, and when I give you the 
signal, then inove. —sit/ter, n. (count) 

Si-tar (si tar’) /si'tar/ n. [count] a lute of India, having a 
very long neck. —si-tar/ist, n. (count) 

sitecom (sit/kom/) /'sit,kom/ n. [count] Informal. a situ- 
ation comedy. 

sit’-down/, adj. [before a noun] 1. done while sitting 
down. 2. (of a meal or food) served to people seated at a 
table. —n. [count] 3. Also called sit-down strike. a 
strike in which workers do not leave the place where they 
are working until their demands are met. 4. sit-in. 5. a 
period or instance of sitting, as to talk. 

site (sit) /sayt/ n., v., sited, siting. —n. [count] 1. the 
area on which anything is, has been, or is to be located: 
the site of ancient Troy. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to place in or 
provide with a site; locate. 

sit/-in’, n. [count] an organized protest in which the 
demonstrators occupy a public place and refuse to leave 
it. Also called sit-down. 

siteter (sit/ar) /'sitar/ n. [count] a baby-sitter. 

sitting (sit/ing) /‘sitin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a person 
or thing that sits. 2. a period of being seated, as in pos- 
ing for a portrait. 3. a session, as of a court. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 4. for, suited to, or accomplished while sit- 
ting: sitting areas. 5. (of a target) readily seen or hit: The 
Slow freighter was a sitting target for the jets. 6. occupy- 
ing an official office; incumbent: The sitting mayor will be 
impossible to defeat. 7. in session; active: a sitting legis- 
lature. —Idiom. 8. sitting pretty, [no obj] in a favora- 
ble position. 

sit/ting duck’, n. [count] a helpless or easy target or 
victim. 

sit/ting room’, n. [count] a small living room. 

sit-ueate (sich/60 at’) /‘sitfuw,cyt/ v. [~ + obj; often: be 

~-ed], -at-ed, -at-ing. to put in or on a particular site 

or place: situated herself near the exit door. 

sit-ueaetion (sich’d0 a/shan) /,sitfuw'eyfon/ n. [count 
1. condition; case; plight: He's in a desperate situation. 
2. the state of affairs; combination of circumstances: The 
international situation is grave. 3. a position or post of 
working; job. 4. location or position with reference to 
what is around: a city in a beautiful situation. 

sit/ua/tion com/edy, n. [count] a television or radio 
series made up of independent episodes showing the 
comic adventures of a fixed group of characters. 

sit/-up’, n. [count] an exercise in which a person lies flat 
on the back, lifts the upper body to a sitting position, and 
then lies flat again without changing the position of the 
legs. 

sitz’ bath’ (sits, zits) /sits, zits/ n. [court] a bath in 
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which just the thighs and hips are immersed in warm wa- 
ter. 

Six (siks) /siks/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, five plus 
one. 2. a symbol for this number, as 6 or VI. 3. a set of 
this many persons or things. —adj. [before a noun] 4. 
amounting to six in number. —IJdiom. 5. at sixes and 
sevens, in disorder or confusion. —sixth, adj., n. 
(count) 

six/-pack’, n. [count] any package of six identical or 
closely related items sold as a unit, esp. six bottles or 
cans of beer or a soft drink. 

six-pence (siks/pans) /'sikspons/ n. [count], pi. -pence, 
-penc-es. a coin of the United Kingdom, the half of a 
Shilling, formerly equal to six pennies, equal to two and 
one-half new pence after 1971. 

six-shoot-er  (siks/shdo/tar, -shdo/-)__/'siks'fuwtor, 
-,Juw-/ n. [count] a revolver that can fire six shots with 
one loading. 

six-teen (siks/tén’) /'siks'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal 
number, ten plus six. 2. a symbol for this number, as 16 
or XVI. 3. a set of this many persons or things. —adj. 
[before a noun] 4. amounting to 16 in number. —six/- 
teenth’, adj., n. [count] 

sixth’ sense’, n. (count; usually singular) a power of 
knowing or being aware of something through an ability 
beyond the five senses; intuition: Some sixth sense made 
him turn around and freeze. 

Sixety (siks/té) /'sikstiy/ n., ph -ties, adj. —n. [count] 1. 
a Cardinal number, ten times six. 2. a symbol for this 
number, as 60 or LX. 3. a set of this many persons or 
things. 4. sixties, the numbers from 60 through 69, as 
in the years of a lifetime or of a century or degrees of 
temperature. —adj. [before a noun] 5. amounting to 60 
in number. —Idiom. 6. like sixty, [count] with great 
speed, ease, energy, or zest. —six/ti-eth, adj., n. [count] 

sizea-ble or size-a-ble (sizə bal) /'sayzabal/ adj. of 
considerable size; fairly large. 

size (siz) /sayz/ n., v., sized, sizing. —n. 1. [count] the 
physical dimensions, largeness, or extent of anything: the 
size of a farm. 2. [(noncount] considerable or great large- 
ness: a company known for its size. 3. [count] one of a 
series Of measures for articles of manufacture or trade: 
shoe sizes. 4. [noncount] extent; amount; range: a for- 
tune of great size. 5. (count; usually singular; usually: the 
+ ~] actual condition or state of affairs: We have no 
time left; that's about the size of it. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to 
separate or sort according to size. 7. size up, to form an 
estimate of; judge: [~ + up + obj]: The lawyer sized up 
his opponent. [~ + obj + up): to size him up and dis- 
miss hin. —Idiom. 8. cut (someone) down to size, 
[cut + obj + down + to + ~] to reduce the importance 
of: Shel cut you down to size in a moment. 9. to size, 
[noncount] to the length, width, dimension, or other 
measure desired: That forinica will have to be cut to size 
to fit in your kitchen. 

sized (sizd) /sayzd/ adj. (used after a root or word) hav- 
ing the size (as specified in the root or word): middle- 
Sized; a mid-sized car. 

sizzle (siz/al) /'sizal/ v., -zled, -zling, n. —v. [no obj) 1. 
to make a hissing sound, as in frying; crackle: The bacon 
sizzled in the frying pan. 2. to be very hot: The surnmer 
sidewalks were sizzling. 3. to be very angry: The boss is 
Sizzling. —n. [count] 4. a sizzling sound. 

skate’ (skat) /skeyt/ n, v, skated, skating. —n. 
[count] 1. ice skate (def. 1) 2. ROLLER SKATE. —v. 3. [n0 
obj] to move oneself on skates: skating at the ice rink. 4. 
[110 obj] to do something, esp. one’s work, in an overly 
relaxed or superficial way: He skated through his assign- 
ments and handed in the bare minimum. 5. [~ + obj} 
to perform by skating: skated a perfect prograrn. 
—skat/er, n. (count) 

skate? (skat) /skeyt/ n. [count], ph (esp. when thought of 
as a group) skate, (esp. for kinds or species) skates. a 
fish, a ray, with winglike fins. 

skate-board (skat/b6rd’, -bōrd/) /"skeyt,bord, -,bowrd/ 
n. [count] 1. a device made of a board mounted on 
large roller-skate wheels and supporting a rider. —v. [no 
obj] 2. to ride a skateboard. 

ske-dad-dle (ski dad/l) /ski'diedl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. 
Informal. —v. [no obj] 1. to run away quickly or in a 
hurry. —n. [count] 2. a hasty flight. 

skeet (skét) /skiyt/ n. [noncount] a form of practice 
shooting in which targets are hurled at varying heights 
and speeds so as to be similar to the angles of flight of 
game birds. Also called skeet’ shooting. 

skein (skan) /skeyn/ n. [count] 1. a loose coil of thread 
or yarn in a package for retail sale. 2. a flock of geese or 
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ducks in flight. 3. a succession of similar things: They 
reeled off a skein of tennis victories. 

skel-e-tal (skel i tl) /skelitl/ adj. 1. of or relating to a 
skeleton: skeletal muscles. 2. very thin and underweight. 

skel-e-ton (skeli tn) /'skelitn/ n. [count] 1. the bones of 

a human or animal thought of as a whole, together form- 
ing the inner framework of the body. 2. a very thin, un- 
derweight person or animal. 3. a supporting framework, 
as of a leaf, building, or ship. 4. an outline, as of a piece 
of writing: Can you describe the skeleton of the plot? 
—adj. 5. of or relating to a skeleton. 6. reduced to the 
essential parts or numbers: They kept a skeleton staff 
working during the holidays. —Idiom. 7. skeleton in 
the closet, [count] any embarrassing, shameful, or dam- 
aging secret. 

skel’eton key’, n. [count] a key with nearly the whole 
substance of the bit filed away so that it opens various 
simple locks. 

skep-tic or scep-tic (skeptik) /'skeptik/ n. [count] 1. 
one who questions the validity of something that others 
believe to be factual, esp. religious beliefs. 2. one who 
maintains a doubting attitude, as toward values, plans, 
etc. —adj. 3. SKEPTICAL. 

skep-ti-cal or scep-ti-cal (skep/ti kal) /'skeptikal/ adj. 
1. inclined to have doubt or doubts. 2. showing doubt: a 
skeptical smile. 3. denying or questioning religion or the 
beliefs of a religion. —skep/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

skep-ti-cism or scep-tiecism (skep/ta siz’am) /'skep- 
to,sizom/ n. (noncount) 1. skeptical attitudes; doubt. 2. 
doubt or unbelief regarding religion. 

sketch (skech) /sketf/ n. [count] 1. a simply or quickly 
made drawing or painting, giving the basic features. 2. a 
rough design, plan, or draft, as of a book. 3. a brief or 
hasty outline of facts, occurrences, etc.: a quick sketch of 
what had happened. 4. a short piece of writing, usually 
descriptive. 5. a short comic piece or routine. —v. 6. to 
make a sketch or sketches of (something or someone): 
[~ + obj]: He sketched a quick drawing of the skyline. 
(no Obj): artists sketching along the river. 7.[~ + obj) to 
set forth or describe in a brief or general way: sketched 
the plan that he would use to trap his enemy. 

sketch-y (skech’é) /'sketfiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. giving 
only outlines and not details; not complete: He could 
only give us a sketchy account of what had happened. 

skew (skydo) /skyuw/ v. 1. (no obj] to turn aside or 
swerve: cars skewing off the road. 2. [~ + obj] to dis- 
tort; misrepresent: The accounting department skewed 
data and figures to show that the company was operating 
at a profit. —adj. 3. having a slanting direction or posi- 
tion. 

skew-er (skyd0/ar) /'skyuwor/ n. [count] 1. a long pin 
for inserting through meat or other food to hold it while 
it is cooking: putting the shish kebab on skewers. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 2. to fasten by piercing with or as if with a skewer. 
3. to criticize harshly or persistently: The media skewered 
that official for his foolish comments. 

Ski (ské) /skiy/ n., pl. skis, ski, v., skied, ski-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. one of a pair of long, slender pieces of wood, 
plastic, or metal used in gliding over snow. 2. WATER SKI. 
=r. 3. [110 Obj] to travel on skis, as for sport: He skied in 
the snows of Colorado. 4 [~ + obj] to use skis on; 
travel on skis over: fo ski the mountain regions of New 
England. —ski/er, n. [count] 

Skid (skid) /skid/ n., v., skideded, skid-ding. —r. [count] 
1. a plank, bar, etc., esp. one of a pair, on which some- 
thing heavy may be slid along. 2. a low moveable plat- 
form on which goods are placed for ease in handling, 
moving, etc. 3. an unexpected or uncontrollable slide on 
a smooth surface, esp. sideways: The car went into a skid 
on the ice. —v. 4. to (cause to) slip or slide, esp. side- 
ways: [uo obj): Her feet were skidding on the icy pave- 
ment. (~ + obj): He accidentally skidded the car into a 
fence. 5. [no obj) to weaken or begin to fail: The team 
skidded, losing its last five games. —Idiom. 6. the 
skids, the downward path to ruin, failure, etc.: Our team 
lit the skids. 

skid’ row’ (rō) /row/ n. an area of cheap barrooms and 
run-down hotels, where alcoholics and vagrants stay: 
(uoncournt): We found liim living on skid row. (count): in 
the skid rows and other blighted areas of the city. 

skiff (skif) /skif/ n. (count) any of various types of boats 
small enough for sailing or rowing by one person. 

ski’ lift’, n. [count] a device that carries skiers up a 
slope, consisting typically of chairs or bars that hang 
from a motor-driven cable. 
skill (skil) /skil/ 7. 1. the knowledge or ability to do 
something well: [noncount]: She showed great skill in 
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handling difficult problems. (count): the skills of reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening in a foreign language. 2. 
[count] a craft, trade, or job requiring special training: 
the skills of glassblowing. —skill’ful, adj.: a skillful way 
of dealing with people. —skill/fulely, adv.: She had 
skillfully persuaded him to accept her ideas. 

skilled (skild) /skild/ adj. having, needing, or showing 
skill or ability: a skilled craftsman. [be + ~ + in/at + 
obj): She was skilled in dealing with all sorts of people. 

skillet (skii /'skilit/ n. (count) 1. a frying pan. 2. 
Chiefly Brit. a metal cooking pot with a long handle and 
sometimes legs, for cooking at a hearth. 

skim (skim) /skim/ v., skimmed, skim-ming, n. —v. 1. 
to remove (floating matter) from the surface of a liquid, 
as with a spoon: [~ + obj (+ off): to skim the fat off. (~ 
+ obj (+ off + obj)): to skim the fat off the soup. 2. {~ 
+ obj] to clear (liquid) in this way: to skim milk. 3. to 
glide lightly over (a surface, as of water): [no obj): The 
seaplane skimmed over the water and then landed. (~ + 
obj): The plane skimmed the water barely a few feet from 
the surface. 4. to (cause to) be thrown in a smooth, glid- 
ing path over a surface, or so as to bounce along a sur- 
face: [~ + obj]: She learned to skim stones across the 
lake. [no obj): She threw the flat stone and watched it 
skim across the lake. 5. to read, study, etc., quickly but 
not carefully: (~ + obj]: She teaches her students how to 
skim the chapters they read for the main idea. [no obj): 
teaching her students to skim and not to read every 
word. 6. to take (money, the best items, etc.) from 
something: (~ (+ off) + obj): The mobsters skimmed 
(off) 20% of the store’s profits for “protection money.” [~ 
+ obj + off + obj): to skim 25% off their profits. —n. 7. 
SKIM MILK. 

skim/ milk’ or skimmed’ milk’, n. (noncount) milk 
from which the cream has been skimmed. 

skimp (skimp) /skimp/ v. [~ + on + obj) to scrimp; use 
less of something in order to economize; scrimp: Let's 
not skimp on the food for the party. —skimp/ing-ly, 
adv. 

skimp-y (skim/pé) /'skimpiy/ adj., -iser, -ieest. 1. lacking 
in size, fullness, etc.; scanty: a skimpy bathing suit. 2. 
too careful with money; stingy: a skimpy housekeeper. 
—skimp/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

skin (skin) /skin/ n., v, skinned, skinning, adj. —n. 1. 
the tissue that is the outer covering of a human or ani- 
mal body, esp. when it is soft and flexible: (noncount): 
the smell of her clean skin after a shower. (count): a fair 
Skin that is easily sunburned. 2. such tissue, with the hair 
or fur growing from it, stripped from the body of an ani- 
mal, esp. a small animal; pelt: [count]: a beaver skin. 
(noncount): a coat of beaver skin. 3. a covering, Casing, 
or outer coating of something, esp. of a fruit or vegeta- 
ble: [count]: orange skins; potato skins. [noncount]: the 
plastic-like skin of sausage. 4. a solid layer forming on 
food that has cooled or been heated: [noncount]: The 
soup had boiled and there was skin on the top. [count]: 
a skin on the top of the milk mixture. 5. [count] a con- 
tainer made of animal skin, used for holding liquids, esp. 
wine. —v. [~ + obj) 6. to strip (an animal or thing) of 
skin; remove the skin of: to skin the fruit. 7. to scrape a 
small piece of skin from (a part of the body), as in falling: 
He skinned his knee when he fell. —Idiom. 8. by the 
skin of one’s teeth, [noncount) by an extremely narrow 
margin; just barely: wor the election by the skin of her 
teeth. 9. get under one’s skin, a. to irritate someone: 
All those rude comments really get under my skin. b. to 
affect someone deeply; excite; impress. 10. have a 
thick skin, to be insensitive, esp. to criticism or defeats. 
11. have a thin skin, to be sensitive to criticism or de- 
feats; to be easily offended. 12. no skin off one’s back, 
nose, or teeth, (usually: it + be + ~] of no interest or 
concern, or involving no risk to oneself: Its no skin off 
my nose if she wants to risk her money like that. 13. 
save one’s skin, to avoid harm, esp. to escape death. 
14. skin (someone) alive, /nformal. to punish harshly. 

skin’-deep, adj. just on the surface; not deep or genu- 
ine: Her sincerity atid polite smile are only skin-deep. 

skin’ div/ing, 1. (noncount] underwater swimming and 
exploring with a face mask and flippers. —skin/’ div/er, 
n. (cound 

skin’ flick’, n. [count] Siang. a motion picture that 
features nudity and usually scenes of sexual activity. Also 
skin/flick’. 

skineflint (skin/fint’) /‘skin,flint/ z. (court) a stingy per- 
son; miser. 

skin-head (skin/hed’) /'skin,hed/ n. [count] Slang. 1. a 
baldheaded person or a person with hair cut very short. 
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2. a person who is violent or antisocial and shaves his or 
her head as a sign of this: The skinheads were marching 
and shouting hate-filled slogans against foreigners. 

skineny (skin’é) /'skiniy/ adj., -niver, -nivest, n. —adj. 1. 
very lean or thin; emaciated: The pitcher was a tall, 
skinny guy. 2. (of an object) narrow or slender: a skinny 
bed. —n. (noncount) 3. Slang. accurate information, esp. 
if confidential; gossip: Give ns the skinny on what's hap- 
pening. —skin/ni-ness, n. (noncount] 

skin/ny-dip’, v., -dipped, -dip-ping, n. Informal. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to swim with no clothes on: skinny-dipping in 
the pool. —n. [count] 2. a swim with no clothes on. 

skin-tight (skin/tit’) /'skin'tayt/ adj. fitting almost as 
tightly as skin: skintight jeans. 

skip’ (skip) /skip/ v., skipped, skip-ping, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to move in a light, springy manner by hopping for- 
ward on first one foot then the other: The child skipped 
alongside him. 2. [~ + obj] to jump lightly over: to skip 
rope. 3. to pass from (one point, etc.) to another, disre- 
garding or failing to act on what comes between: [no 
obj): The teacher skipped around from one subject to 
another during his tecture. [~ + obj]: The teacher 
skipped chapter five and said it wouldn't be on the test. 
4. to go away quickly and secretly from (some place); flee 
without notice: [~ + obj]: The criminals skipped town. 
[no obj): We won't catch them; they've already skipped. 
5. to (cause to) be advanced (one or more classes or 
grades) at once: [~ + obj]: She skipped a couple of 
grades. [no obj): She was allowed to skip to the next 
grade. 6. to (cause to) bounce along a surface, usually 
by throwing or being thrown: [no obj]: The stone skipped 
over the lake. [~ + obj): He taught her how to skip 
stones in the water. 7.[~ + obj] to miss or omit (one of 
a repeated series of actions): My heart skipped a beat. 8. 
[~ + obj] to be absent from; avoid attendance at: 
skipped Class again. —n. [count] 9. a skipping move- 
ment. 10. an instance of skipping or a thing skipped. 

skip? (skip) /skip/ 7. SKIPPER. 

skip-per (skip’ar) /'skipər/ n. [count] 1. the master or 
Captain of a vessel, esp. of a small vessel. 2. a captain or 
leader, as of a team. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to act as skipper 
of. 

skiremish (skir/mish) /'sk3rmif/ n. [cont] 1. a fight 
between small bodies of troops. 2. any brisk and usually 
quick argument: The opposing candidates had quite a 
few skirmishes during the election year. —v. [no obj] 3. 
to be or fight in a skirmish: troops skirmishing before the 
main battle. 

skirt (skirt) /sksrt/ n. [count] 1. the part of a gown, 
dress, etc., that hangs downward from the waist. 2. a 
one-piece garment hanging downward from the waist 
and not joined between the legs, worn esp. by women 
and girls. See illustration at CLOTHING. 3. some part re- 
sembling the skirt of a garment, as on furniture. 4. Slang 
(usually offensive). a woman or girl. —v. 5. [~ + obj) to 
lie along the border of: The hills skirt the town. 6. to 
pass along the edge of (something): [~ + obj]: Traffic 
Skirts the monument. [no obj): to skirt around the rioting 
crowd. 7.[~ + obj] to avoid, go around the edge of, or 
keep distant from (something controversial, risky, etc.): 
tried to skirt the issue. 

skit (skit) /skit/ n. [count] a short piece of writing, theat- 
rical scene, or act, usually comical: performed a skit that 
had the audience screaming with laughter. 

skit-ter (skit/ar) /‘skitor/ v. [no obj] to go, run, or glide 
lightly or rapidly: Mice skittered along the floor. 

skit-tish (skit/ish) /'skitif/ adj. 1. easily frightened or 
excited: a skittish horse. 2. restlessly lively; overexcited: 
He was in a skittish mood before the attack. 

skivevy (skiv’é) /'skiviy/ n. [count], pl -vies. 1. Also 
called skiv’vy shirt’. a knit shirt with a small opening at 
the neck. 2. skivvies, [plura underwear consisting of 
this shirt or a T-shirt and shorts. 

skoal (skōl) /skowl/ interj. 1. (used as a drinking toast): 
They raised their glasses and shouted “Skoal!” —n. 
[count] 2. a toast. 

skul-dug-ger-y or skull-edug-gery (skul dug/a rē) 
/skal'dagariy/ n. [noncount) dishonorable or deceitful 
behavior. 

skulk (skulk) /skalk/ v. [70 obj] 1. to lie or stay in hid- 
ing, as for some evil reason: The thief skutked in the 
Shadows. 2. to move while trying to avoid being seen; 
slink: to skitk around the forest. —skulk/er, n. (coung 

skull (skul) /skal/ n. [count] 1. the bony framework of 
the head. 2. the head thought of as the center of the 
ability to understand; mind: Can't you get it through your 
skill that she loves you? 
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skull-cap (skul/kap’) /‘skal,kap/ n. [count] 1. a small, 
brimless, close-fitting cap, often made of silk or velvet, 
worn on the crown of the head. 2. YARMULKE. 

skunk (skungk) /skank/ n. [count], pi. skunks, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) skunk, v. —n. [connt] 1. an 
animal of North America having a bushy tail and a black 
coat with white markings and spraying a foul-smelling 
fluid as a defense. 2. a bad or mean person. —v. [~ + 
obj} Slang. 3. to defeat completely in a game. 

sky (ski) /skay/ n., pl. skies, v., skied or skyed, sky-ing. 
—n. 1. the region of the clouds or the upper air: 
heavens; firmament: [count; often: the + ~ often: 
Skies]: The sun can be seen in the sky today. [noncourit): 
There was a tot of blue sky in Montana. 2. (count; often: 
skies] the climate: the sunny skies of Italy. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to raise, throw, or hit aloft or into the air: The bat- 
ter skied the next ball high to right field. —Idiom. 4. 
out of a or the clear (blue) sky, [noncount] without 
any advance warning: One day out of a clear blue sky he 
was fired, just tike that. 

sky-cap (ski/kap’) /'skay,kæp/ n. [connt] a porter who 
Carries passenger baggage at an airport or airline termi- 
nal. 

sky-diveing or sky div-ing (ski/di/ving) /‘skay,dayvin/ 
n. [nonconnt] the sport of jumping from an airplane and 
descending for a considerable distance before opening 
one’s parachute. 

sky/-high’, adj., adv. very high: sky-high prices; Prices 
went sky-high for fuel and food. 

sky-jack (ski/jak’) /‘skay,d3wk/ v. [~ + obj] to hijack 
(an airliner). —sky’jack/er, n. [conn 

sky-lark (ski/lark’) /‘skay,lark/ n. [cont] a brown- 
speckled lark famous for its beautiful song. 

sky-light (ski/lit’) /‘skay,layt/ n. [count] an opening in a 
roof or ceiling, fitted with glass, for admitting daylight. 

sky-line or sky line (ski/lin’) /‘skay,layn/ n. [count] 1. 
the boundary line between earth and sky; the horizon. 2. 
the outline of something, such as the buildings of a city, 
against the sky: The plane turned left and we had a 
beautiful view of the skyline of Manhattan. 

sky-rock-et (ski/rok/it) /‘skay,rokit/ n. [cont] 1. a 
rocket firework that explodes high in the air, usually in 
brilliant and colorful sparks. —v. [no obj] 2. to rise or in- 
crease in amount, advancement, etc., rapidly or sud- 
denly: Prices skyrocketed overnight. 

sky-scrap-er (ski/skra/par) /'‘skay,skreypar/ n. [count] a 
tall building of many stories, esp. one for office or com- 
mercial use. See illustration at STREET. 

sky-ward (ski/werd) /'skayword/ adv. 1. Also, sky/- 
wards. toward the sky: looked skyward. —adj. 2. di- 
rected toward the sky. 

sky-writ-ing (ski/ri/ting) /‘skay,raytin/ n. [noncount) 1. 
the act or technique of writing against the sky with chem- 
ically produced smoke released from a maneuvering air- 
plane. 2. the words, letters, designs, etc., so traced. 
—sky/writ/er, n. [comnt) 

slab (slab) /sleb/ n., v., slabbed, slab-bing. —n. [count] 
1. a broad, flat, somewhat thick piece of stone, wood, or 
other solid material. 2. a thick piece or slice of anything: 
a Slab of bread. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put on in slabs or 
layers: to slab butter on the bread. 

slack (slak) /slwk/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n., v. —adj. 1. not 
tight, firm, or tense; loose: a slack rope. 2. negligent: 
careless; remiss: slack in answering letters. 3. not active 
or busy; not brisk: the slack season in an industry. —n. 
[noncount) 4. a slack condition or part, esp. of a rope, 
sail, or the like, that hangs loose, without strain upon it: 
too much slack in the sails. —v. 5. [no obj] to fail to do 
one’s duty or part, as by being lazy: often slacking at 
work. 6. [~ + offup] to become less active, busy, or in- 
tense; slacken: At last some of the work slacked off and 
he could relax. —slack/ness, n. lnonconnt] 

slack-en (slak/an) /'slækən/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
less active, busy, etc.: [no obj]: At last the work slack- 
ened a bit. [~ + obj]: He never slackened his efforts to 
improve himself. 2. to (cause to) become looser or less 
taut: [no obj): The sails slackened as the wind died 
down. [~ + obj]: to slacken the sails. 

slack-er (slak/ar) /'slækər/ m. [cont] one who tries to 
escape from doing duty, work, or military service. 

slacks (slaks) /slæks/ n. [plural trousers for informal or 
casual wear: The slacks were too tight. 

slag (slag) /sl:g/ n. [noncount] waste matter, fused solid 
and left after separating metal from its ore. 

slain (slan) /sleyn/ v. pp. of stay. 

slake (slak) /sleyk/ v. [~ + obj], slaked, slak-ing. to 
satisfy (thirst, hunger, etc.): to slake his thirst with water. 
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Slaslom (sla/lam, -l6m) /'slalom, -lowm/ n. [count] 1. a 
downhill ski race over a winding and zigzag course 
marked by poles or gates. —v. [no obj] 2. to ski in or as 
if in a slalom. —adj. [before a noun) 3. of or relating to a 
slalom. 

slam’ (slam) /slem/ v., slammed, slam-ming, n. —v. 1. 
[~ + obj] to shut with force and noise: to slam the door. 
2. [~ + obj] to strike, throw, etc., with force and noise 
on impact: She picked up the book and slamined it on 
the table. 3. [~ (+ on) + obj] to hit, push, etc., violently: 
If you slain (on) the brakes, the car will skid. 4. [no obj] 
to shut, stop, or make an impact with force and noise: 
The truck slamined into the walt. 5. [~ + obj] to criticize 
harshly; attack with words: She slainmed her opponent. 
—n. [count] 6. a violent, noisy closing, throwing, or the 
noise made by this: He closed the door with a loud slam. 
7. (usually: the + ~] Slang. SLAMMER. 

slam? (slam) /slem/ n. [count] the winning or bidding of 
all the tricks or all the tricks but one in a deal of cards. 

slam/-bang/, adv. 1. with noisy violence. 2. quickly and 
carelessly. —adj. 3. noisy and violent. 4. excitingly fast- 
paced, esp. in a noisy and violent way: a slam-bang 
movie. 5. quick and careless. 6. outstanding; excellent. 

slam-mer (slam/ar) /'slæmər/ n. [count] (usually: the + 
~] Also called the slam. S/ang. a prison. 

slan-der (slan/dar) /'slændər/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
knowingly making a false statement about someone to 
ruin his or her reputation; defamation. 2. [count] such a 
wrong or false statement or report. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
make a knowingly false statement about (someone) to 
ruin his or her reputation: He accused the newspaper of 
slandering hiin. —slan/der-er, n. (count) —slan/der- 
ous, adj. 

slang (slang) /slæn/ n. [noncount] very informal words 
and idioms, normally not used in formal situations and 
sometimes containing vulgar or otherwise socially unac- 
ceptable vocabulary. —slang/y, adj., -i-er, -ivest: used 
sorne slangy expressions in his term paper. 

slant (slant) /slant/ v. 1. to (cause to) turn away from a 
straight line, esp. from a horizontal line; slope: [7o obj]: 
The roof slants upward sharply. [~ + obj): to slant a roof 
upward. 2. [~ + obj] to distort (information), as by pre- 
senting it incompletely: The story was slanted in favor of 
the president. 3. [~ + obj] to present for the interest or 
amusement of a group: a story that is slanted toward 
young adults. —n. 4. [noncount] slanting direction; 
slope: the slant of a roof. 5. [count] a slanting line, sur- 
face, etc. 6. [count] a particular viewpoint, opinion, or 
way of looking at something: a story with a hurnorous 
slant. —slant/wise’, adj., adv. 

slap (slap) /slæp/ n., v., slapped, slap-ping, adv. —n. 
[count] 1. a sharp blow or smack, esp. with the open 
hand: a slap in the face. 2. a sound made by or as if by 
such a blow: heard a slap as the book felt on the floor. 
3. a sharp or sarcastic comment. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
strike sharply, esp. with the open hand: When the ran 
pinched the woman she responded by slapping him 
hard. 5. to bring (the hand, etc.) with a sharp blow 
against something: He slapped his hand on the table. 6. 
to put down with force: He slapped the packages into a 
pile. 7. to put or place quickly: to slap mustard on a 
sandwich. —adv. 8. directly; straight; smack: to fall slap 
into the river. 

Slap-dash (slap’dash’) /'slæp,dæf/ adj. too quick and 
careless; offhand: a slapdash answer. 
slap-hap-py (slap’hap/é) /'slep,hwpiy/ adj., -pirer, -pi- 
est. 1. severely confused, as from having been hit too 
often; punch-drunk. 2. agreeably giddy or foolish. 
Slap-stick (slap/stik’) /‘slap,stik/ n. [noncount] 1. com- 
edy characterized by silly, noisy, and physically violent ac- 
tion. —adj. 2. using or marked by slapstick: a slapstick 
routine. 
slash (slash) /slæf/ v. 1. to cut with a violent sweeping 
stroke, as with a knife or sword: [~ + obj]: She had 
Slashed her wrists. [no obj): to slash at the weeds with a 
sickle. 2. [~ + obj] to cut or reduce: to slash salaries. 
—n. [count] 3. a sweeping stroke, as with a knife or pen. 
4. a cut or mark made with such a stroke. 5. virnGute. 6. 
a reduction: a slasii in prices. 7. a decorative slit in a 
garment showing an underlying fabric. 
slash’-and-burn/’, adj. 1. of or relating to a method of 
agriculture in the tropics in which vegetation is cut down 
and burned, the land is cropped for a few years, then the 
forest is allowed to reinvade. 2. unnecessarily destructive 
or extreme: the company’s slash-and-burn tactics of lay- 
ing off its workers. 
slash-er (slash/or) /‘slefor/ n. [count] 1. one who crimi- 
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nally attacks others with a knife, razor, or the like. 2. a 
film showing such a criminal and featuring bloody special 
effects. 

Slat (slat) /slat/ n. [count] a long, narrow strip of wood, 
metal, or the like used as a support for a bed, etc. 

slate (slat) /sleyt/ n., v., slat-ed, slateing. —n. 1. [non- 
count) a fine-grained rock formed from clay, shale, etc., 
that tends to split into thin plates 2. [count] a thin piece 
of this rock or a similar material, used esp. for roofing or 
as a writing surface. 3. [noncount) a dull, dark bluish 
gray. 4. [count] a list of candidates, etc., considered for 
nomination or election. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to cover with or 
as if with slate. 6. [usually: be + ~-ed] to write or set 
down (someone or someone’s name) to be nominated or 
appointed: She is slated to be the new dean. 7. [usually: 
be + ~-ed] to plan or designate (something) for a partic- 
ular place and time; schedule: He is slated to arrive at 
three. —Idiom. 8. a clean slate, [count] a clean re- 
cord; a record that has no history or evidence of wrong- 
doing: She started here with a clean slate. 

slath-er (slath/ar) /'slæðər/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to spread or 
apply thickly: to slather butter on toast. 2. to spread 
something thickly on: to slather toast with butter. 

slat-tern (slat/arn) /'slætərn/ n. [count] a dirty or very 
untidy woman. —slat/ternsly, adj. 

slaugheter (sl6/ter) /‘slotor/ n. [noncount] 1. the killing 
of cattle, sheep, etc., esp. for food. 2. a brutal or violent 
killing: ordered the slaughter of hundreds of civilians. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to kill or butcher (animals), esp. for 
food. 4. to kill in a brutal or violent manner, or in great 
numbers. —slaugh/ter-er, n. [count] 

slaugh-ter-house (slô/tər hous’) /'slotar,haws/ n. 
[count], a building or place where animals are killed or 
butchered for food. 

slave (slav) /sleyv/ n., v, slaved, slav-ing. —n. [cont] 
1. one who is the property of another and who must 
obey him or her: The Emancipation Proclamation freed 
only the slaves in the South and not the slaves in the 
border states. 2. one under the control or influence of 
another person or power: a slave to his desires. 3. a 
mechanism under control of and repeating the actions of 
a similar mechanism. —v. 4. [no obj; often: ~ + away 
(+ at + obj); often: ~ (+ away) + over + obj] to work 
like a slave: He slaved away alt last night (at fixing the 
kitchen cabinets). | slaved over the hot stove to prepare 
the meal. 

slave’ driv’er, n. [count] 1. an overseer of slaves. 2. a 
demanding leader or boss. 

Slav-er' (sla/var) /'sleyvər/ n. 1. [count] a dealer in or 
an owner of slaves: Arab slavers along the coast of East 
Africa. 2. a ship used in the slave trade. 

Slav-er? (slav’ar, sla/var, sla/-) /‘slavar, 'sleyvar, 'sla-/ v. 
[no obj] 1. to let saliva run from the mouth: The blood- 
hound slavered continuously. 2. [~ + over + obj] to 
fawn: He slavered over the movie starlet. —n. [noncount] 
3. saliva coming from the mouth. 

Slav-ersy (sla’va rē, slāv/rē) /'sleyvariy, ‘sleyvriy/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the condition of a slave; bondage: kept in 
slavery. 2. the keeping of slaves as a practice: outlawing 
slavery in nost countries. 3. the state of being forced to 
do something like that of a slave, such as severe work: 
the slavery of his job. 

Slaveic (sla/vik, slav/ik) /‘slavik, 'slevik/ n. [noncount] a 
family of languages that includes Polish, Czech, and Rus- 
sian. 

Slaveish (sla/vish) /'sleyvif/ adj. 1. of or like a slave: 
slavish subjection. 2. deliberately imitative: a slavish re- 
production of the book in novie form. —slav/ishely, 
adv.: slavishly following the rules. 

Slaw (slô) /slo/ n. [noncount] coleslaw. 

slay (sla) /sley/ v. [~ + obj], slew (sloo) /sluw/ slain 
(slan) /sleyn/ slay-ing. 1. to kill by violence: to slay the 
enemy. 2. Slang. to impress strongly; overwhelm, esp. 
by humor: Your jokes slay me. —slay/er, n. (count) 

sleaze (sléz) /sliyz/ n. 1. [noncount] sleazy quality: That 
magazine is known for printing sleaze as a way of boost- 
ing sales. 2. [count] Slang. a. an evil, disgusting, or vul- 
gar person. b. a shabby or dirty person. 

Slea-zy (slé/zé) /‘sliyziy/ adj., -ziver, -zieest. 1. disgust- 
ingly low, cheap, or vulgar; disreputable: printing sleazy 
stories. 2. squalid; filthy: a sleazy hotel. 3. thin and limp 
in texture: a sleazy dress. —slea-zi-ly (slé/za lē) /'sliyza- 
liy/ adv. —slea/zi-ness, n. (noncount] 

sled (sled) /sled/ n., v., slededed, slted-ding. —n. [count] 
1. a small vehicle made of a platform mounted on run- 
ners, for traveling over snow or ice. 2. steoce'(defs 1,2). 
—yv. 3. [no obj] to coast or ride on a sled: The kids went 
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out to sled as soon as there was enough snow. 4. [~ + 
obj) to carry by sled. —sled/der, n. [count] 

sledge’ (slej) /sled3/ n. [count] 1. a vehicle mounted on 
runners and often pulled by a horse or other animal, 
used for traveling or for carrying loads over snow, ice, 
etc. 2. a sled. 3. Brit. a sleigh. 

sledge? (slej) /sled3/ 1. SLEDGEHAMMER. 

sledge-ham-mer (slej/hħham/ər)  /'sled3,hæmər/ n. 
[count] 1. a large heavy hammer used with both hands. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. too powerful or forceful: sledge- 
hammer punches. 

sleek (slék) /sliyk/ adj., -er, -est. 1. smooth or glossy, 
such as hair: sleek, combed-back hair. 2. well-fed or 
well-groomed: looking sleek and healthy. 3. finely 
shaped; streamlined: a sleek sports car. 4. smooth in 
manners, speech, etc.; suave. —sleek/ly, adv. —sleek/- 
ness, n. (noncount) 

sleep (slép) /sliyp/ v., slept (slept) /slept/ sleep-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [no obj) to go into or be in the condition of rest 
that comes when the body suspends certain functions 
and is in a state of unconsciousness. 2. [~ + obj] to 
have enough beds, or a place to sleep, for (people): This 
trailer sleeps three people. 3. [no obj] to allow one’s 
alertness to become less active: The salespeople rust 
have been sleeping when the shoplifter caine in. 4. [no 
obj] to lie in death. 5. [~ + obj) to take rest in (a certain 
kind of sleep): The baby slept the sleep of the innocent. 
6. sleep around, [no obj] to have sexual relationships 
with many different partners: She accused her husband 
of sleeping around with other women. 7. sleep away, [~ 
+ obj + away) to spend or pass (time) in sleep: She 
slept the night away. 8. sleep in, [no obj] a. (of a serv- 
ant, maid, etc.) to sleep where one is employed. b. to 
sleep beyond one’s usual time of arising: Tomorrow 
there will be no school so you can sleep in. 9. sleep off, 
to get rid of (a headache, etc.) by sleeping: [~ + off + 
obj): to sleep off a bad hangover. [~ + obj + off}: to 
sleep it off. 10. sleep on, [~ + on + obj] to postpone 
making a decision about (something) for at least a day: 
Thanks for your proposal; I think Fil sleep on it and call 
you tomorrow. 11. sleep out, [no obj] a. (of a servant, 
maid, etc.) to sleep away from one’s place of employ- 
ment. b. to sleep outdoors. 12. sleep over, [no obj] to 
sleep in another person’s home: My daughters want to 
sleep over (at) their cousin's. 13. sleep through, [~ + 
through + obj) to sleep in spite of (noise or the like): 
There was a loud party in the next room but somehow 
we slept through it. 14. sleep together, [no obj] to be 
sexual partners. 15. sleep with, [~ + with + obj] to 
have sexual relations with: He said he had never slept 
with anyone but his wife. —n. 16. [noncount] the state of 
a person, animal, or plant that sleeps: Sleep wouldn't 
come, and he lay awake most of the night. 17. (count; 
usually singular] a period of sleeping: a good sleep. 18. 
[noncount] the substance in one’s eyes after having slept: 
to rub the sleep from her eyes. —-Idiom. 19. get to 
sleep, to succeed in falling asleep: The night before we 
left for our new home we couldn't get to sleep. 20. go to 
sleep, a. to fall asleep: Everytime the baby went to sleep, 
the gas pains woke her up again. b. to get ready to 
sleep, as by going to one’s bed: The kids didn't want to 
go to sleep; they were too excited. c. to become numb: 
My foot’s gone to sleep and I can't stand on it. 21. put 
(someone or something) to sleep, to kill in a painless 
way: They had to put their dog to sleep. —sleep/less, 
adj. —sleep/’less-ness, n. [noncount] —Related 
Words. sleep is both a noun and a verb, ASLEEP and 
SLEEPY are adjectives: He fell into a deep sleep. He slept 
deeply. He was asleep and didn't wake up when the 
phone rang. He was sleepy and ready for bed. 

sleep-er (slé/par) /'sliypor/ n. [count] 1. one that sleeps. 
2. a heavy horizontal timber for distributing loads. 3. a 
railroad car with beds or special compartments for pas- 
sengers to sleep in. 4. an unexpected success, esp. a 
film or play that was at first ignored. 5. Often, sleepers. 
[plural] one-piece or two-piece pajamas with feet, esp. 
for children. 6. a piece of furniture, such as a sofa, that 
opens up into a bed; convertible. 

sleep/ing bag’, n. [count] a warmly lined body-length 
bag in which one can sleep outdoors, as when camping. 

sleep/ing pill’, n. [count] a pill or capsule containing a 
drug that brings on sleep. 

sleep/ing sick’ness, n. [noncount) 1. an infectious, 
usually fatal disease of Africa, characterized by great fa- 
tigue and a wasting away of the body: Sleeping sickness 
is carried to the body through the tsetse fly. 2. a viral 
disease affecting the brain, characterized by sleepiness, 
muscular weakness, and difficulty in seeing. 
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sleep-walk-ing (slép/w6/king) /'sliyp,wokin/ nm. [non- 
count] the act of walking while asleep; somnambulism. 
—sleep/walk’, v. [no obj] —sleep’walk/er, n. [count] 

sleep-wear (slēp/wâr/) /'sliyp,wear/ n. [noncount] gar- 
tents, as nightgowns or pajamas, worn for sleeping. 

sleep-y (slē/pē) /'sliypiy/ adj., -ier, -ivest. 1. ready to 
sleep; drowsy: He grew sleepy and dozed off. 2. of or 
showing drowsiness: a sleepy yawn. 3. inactive: a sleepy, 
quiet village. —sleep-i-ly (si€/pa lē) /'sliypaliy/ adv.: She 
looked up steepily at her alarm clock. —sleep/i-ness, n. 
[nonconunt) 

sleet (slét) /sliyt/ n. [noncount] 1. rain in the form of ice 
pellets. —v. [no obj; it + ~]2. to send down sleet: H's 
sleeting quite a bit. —sleet/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

sleeve (slév) /sliyv/ n. [count] 1. the part of a garment 
that covers the arm: He rolled up his sleeves and began 
to work. 2. an envelope, usually of paper or cardboard, 
for protecting a phonograph record. 3. a tube-shaped 
piece, as of metal, fitting over a rod or the like. 
— Idiom. 4. up one’s sleeve, [noncount] kept hidden, 
esp. for future use against another: He's got sorne trick 
up his sleeve. —sleeve/less, adj. 

sleigh (sla) /sley/ n. [count] 1. a light vehicle on runners, 
usually open and generally horse-drawn, used esp. for 
transporting people over snow. 2. a sled. —v. [no obj] 3. 
to travel or ride in a sleigh. 

sleight’ of hand? (slit) /stayt/ n. [nonconnt] skill in 
quick and clever movements of the hands, esp. for doing 
tricks. 

slen-der (slen/dar) /'slendar/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having a 
distance around the middle that is small when compared 
to the height or length: a slender post. 2. thin or slight: 
light and graceful: slender youths. 3. small in size, 
amount, etc.; meager: a slender income. 4. having little 
value, force, or justification: The prospects for victory 
were slender. —slen/der-ness, n. [noncount] 

slen-der-ize (slen’da riz’) /'slendo,rayz/ v., -ized, -iz- 
ing. to (cause to) become or appear slender or more 
Slender: [~ + obj]: to slenderize one’s figure. [no obj): 
to slenderize by losing a few pounds. 

slept (slept) /slept/ v. pt. and pp. of SLEEP. 

sleuth (sldoth) /sluw@/ n. [count] a detective. 

slew! (sld0) /sluw/ v. pt. of stay. 

slew? (sld0) /sluw/ n. [count] Informal. a large number or 
quantity: A whole slew of people showed np. 

slew? (slo) /sluw/ v. [no obj] to slide, skid, or turn very 
Suddenly: The car slewed across the road. 

slice (slis) /slays/ n., v., sliced, slicing. —n. [count] 1. a 
thin, flat piece cut from something: a slice of bread. 2. a 
portion: a slice of land. 3. a shot or hit of a baseball, golf 
ball, etc., that curves toward the side from which it was 
struck. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to cut or divide into slices: to 
Slice the meat into Strips. 5$. a. to cut through or remove 
(something) with or as if with a knife: [~ + obj]: He 
nearly sliced my finger with that paper cutter! [~ + obj 
+ off}: He nearly sliced my finger off. [~ + off + obj): 
He nearly sliced off my finger. b. [no obj] to cut: The 
boat sliced through the water. 6. a. [~ + obj] to hit (a 
ball) so as to result in a slice: to slice the ball perfectly. 
b. [vo obj] (of a ball, etc.) to curve in a slice: His next 
Shot sliced to the left. —slic’er, n. [count] 

slick’ (slik) /slik/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv. ~adj. 1. smooth 
and glossy: his slick black hair. 2. smooth in manners, 
speech, etc., so as to be or seem to be sly or untrust- 
worthy. 3. ingenious; cleverly made. 4. slippery, esp. 
from being covered with or as if with ice or oil: The car 
skidded on the slick surface. $. well executed and having 
Surface appeal but shallow in content: slick writing. 6. 
Slang. wonderful; remarkable; first-rate. —n. [count] 7. a 
smooth or slippery place or the substance causing it: an 
oil slick, —adv. 8. smoothly; cleverly. —slick/ly, adv. 
—slick/ness, n. [noncount): Was his mayoral campaign 
all slickness and no content? 

slick? (slik) /slik/ v. [~ + obj] to make sleek or smooth: 
His hair was slicked down with hair crearn. 

slicker (slik/ar) /‘slikar/ m. [count] 1. a long, loose oil- 
skin raincoat. 2. any raincoat. 3. Informal. a person who 
cheats another; swindler. 

slide (slid) /slayd/ v., slid (slid), slid-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
(Cause tO) move in continuous contact with a smooth or 
slippery surface: [no obj): He slid down the hill. [~ + 
obj): The bartender slid a glass of beer along the bar. 2. 
to glide or pass smoothly; slip: [no obj]: Tears slid down 
her face. [~ + obj]: He slid the child into the car seat 
and buckled her up. 3. [no obj] to move easily or with- 
out being noticed: He slid out the back door. 4. [no obj] 
to pass or fall gradually into a specified state, character, 
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etc.: to slide into depression. 5. [no obj] to decline or 
decrease: The economy slid last quarter. 6. let (some- 
thing) slide, [/et + obj + ~] to allow to proceed natu- 
rally, esp. to get worse without correction: to let a matter 
slide. 7. [no obj) Baseball. (of a base runner) to throw 
oneself forward along the ground toward a base: He slid 
into home and the umpire shouted “Safe!” —n. [count] 
8. an act or instance of sliding. 9. a smooth surface for 
sliding on, esp. a type of chute in a playground. 10. a. a 
landslide or the like. b. the mass of maiter sliding down. 
11. a small frame of film, mounted on cardboard or 
plastic, for projection on a screen or magnification 
through a viewer: slides from our trip to Africa, 12. a 
rectangular plate of glass on which objects are mounted 
for examination under a microscope. 

Slid-er (sli7dar) /'slaydar/ n. (count) a fast-pitched base- 
ball that curves slightly and sharply in front of a batter, 
away from the side from which it was thrown. 

slid’ing scale’, n. [count] a system of figuring or ad- 
justing wages or prices according to such factors as the 
selling price of goods produced, the cost of living, etc.: 
Health care was on a Sliding scale, where the rich pay 
more and the poor pay less. 

slight (slit) /slayt/ adj., -er, -est, v., n. —adj. 1. smalt in 
amount, degree, etc.: / heard a Slight noise. 2. of little 
importance, influence, etc.; trivial: only a slight difference 
between what he says and what yoi say. 3. slender or 
slim; light in build: She was slight and had delicate 
features. 4. of little substance or strength. —v. [~ + obj] 
5. to treat (someone) as if he or she were unimportant: 
didn't mean to slight the dinner guest. —n. [connt] 6. an 
instance of treating someone as unimportant: a deliber- 
ate slight. —slight’ed, adj.: | felt slighted that | was not 
invited to the party. —slight/ly, adv.: slightly over- 
weight. —slight/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

slim (slim) /sliım/ adj, slimemer, slimmest, v., 
slimmed, slimming. —adj. 1. slender, as in the width 
around one's body or in form: a slim figire. 2. poor or 
inferior; meager: a slim chance. —v. 3. Often, slim 
down. to (cause to) become slim: [no obj): He's been on 
a diet and has slimmed down. [~ + obj + down]: Diet 
and exercise will slim you down. [~ + down + obj): to 
slim down even the most overweight dieters. —slim/- 
ness, n. [noncoirit] 

slime (slim) /slitym/ n., v, slimed, slim-ing. —n. [non- 
cont) 1. thin, sticky mud. 2. any sticky, mostly liquid 
matter, esp. of a foul kind. 3. Slang. a disgusting, repul- 
sive person: Hes slime; she never wants to see him 
again. 

slimey (sli*mé) /'slaymiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. of, like, or 
relating to slime. 2. covered with or full of slime: slimy 
footprints. 3. causing a feeling of disgust; disgusting; re- 
pulsive: She told him to keep his slimy hands off her. 

sling (sling) /sltp/ n., v, slung (slung) /slan/ sling-ing. 
=n. [count] 1. a device for hurling a stone, etc., by hand, 
usually a strap with a string at each end that is whirled 
around in a circle to gain speed before releasing the rock 
or stone. 2. a slingshot. 3. a strap or band forming a 
loop by which something is suspenaced or carried, such 
as a bandage for an injured arm: They put a plaster cast 
on his broken arm and wrapped a Sling aroind it. —v. 
[~ + obj] 4. to throw or hurl; fling: sling a rock at him. 
5. to hang by a sling or place so as to swing loosely: He 
Slung his jacket on the coat-rack hook. 

sling-shot (sling’shot’) /'slin,fot/ n. [count] a Y-shaped 
stick with an elastic strip between the forks for shooting 
small objects, such as rocks or pebbles. 
slink (slingk) /slink/ v. (no obj), slunk (slungk) /slank/ 
stink-ing. 1. to move or go in a sneaky manner, as from 
fear or shame: After those insulting remarks he slink 
quietly away. 2. to walk in a sinuous way that draws at- 
tention, esp. sexual attention: She slinked into the room 
atid every man’s eyes were upon her. 
slink-y (sling’ké) /'slinkiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. charac- 
terized by slinking movements: a slinky walk. 2. (of cloth- 
ing) close-fitting and revealing: wearing a slinky black 
dress. —slink-i-ly (sling’ka lē) /'slinkaliy/ adv. —slink/i- 
ness, 7. [roricorrrit) 
slip’ (slip) /ship/ v., slipped, slip-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) move or go smoothly; (cause to) slide: [no 
obj): She slipped into his arms and hugged him. [~ + 
obj}: slipped the shoe on her foot. 2. (rio obj) to slide 
suddenty and accidentally, esp. so as to fall or go lower: 
He slipped on the icy gromnd. 3. [no obj; usually: ~ + 
by/awey] to pass quickly, esp. without having been acted 
upon or used, as an opportunity: Another opportunity to 
catch him slipped by. 4. [no obj; often: ~ + into + obj) 
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to become involved or absorbed easily: Hed already 
slipped inte sin. 5. [no obj] to move or go quietly or 
without being noticed: to slip out of a room. 6. to put on 
or take off (a piece of clothing) easily or quickly: [~ + 
on/off + obj): He slipped on his jacket. [~ + obj + on 
off}: He slipped his jacket on and went outside. [~ + into 
+ obj): “Let me slip into something more comfortable,” 
she whispered. 7. (no obj; often: ~ + up] to make a 
mistake or error: Someone in the office must have 
slipped (up). 8. [no obj] to become worse; decline: His 
work slipped badly last year. 9. [no obj; often: ~ + out] 
to be said or made known unintentionally: The words just 
slipped (out). 10. [~ + obj] to put, pass, etc., quickly or 
while trying not to be noticed: to slip a note into a per- 
son's pocket. 11. [~ + obj] to let or make (something) 
slide out of a fastening, hold, etc.: / slipped the lock, and 
the door opened. 12. [~ + obj) to pass from or escape 
(one’s memory, etc.): The date for our meeting has 
slipped my mind. 13.[~ + obj] to put out of correct po- 
sition: / slipped a disk in my back. —n. [count] 14. an 
act or instance of slipping. 15. a sudden, accidental 
slide: a slip on the ice. 16. a mistake or error, as in 
speaking or writing, esp. a sinall, careless one: a Slip of 
the tongire. 17. a decline or fall in quantity, quality, etc.: 
a Slip in prices. 18. a woman's skirted undergarment 
worn under the outer dress or skirt. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 19. a pillowcase. 20. a space between two 
wharves or in a dock for vessels. —-Idiom. 21. give 
(someone) the slip, to get away from (someone) who is 
chasing one; escape from (someone): She gave him the 
slip by dashing across the street. 22. let slip, to reveal 
(something) by accident: [/et + obj + 7): He let the se- 
cret Slip. (let + ~ + obj]: He let slip all our secrets. [let 
+ it + ~ + that clause]: He let it slip that some of our 
spies were stilt operating. 

slip? (stip) /slip/ n. (cont) 1. a small paper form on 
which information is noted: a bank withdrawal Slip. 2. a 
young person, esp. one of slender form: a mere slip of a 
girl. 

slip-case (slip’kas’) /'slip,keys/ n. [count] a box for a 
book open on one side so that the spine is visible. 

slip-cov-er (slip’kuv/ar) /'shp,kavor/ n. (count) a re- 
movable cover of cloth or other material for a chair or 
sofa. 

slip-knot or slip knot (slip/not’) /‘slip,not/ n. [count] a 
knot that slips easily along the cord or tine around which 
it is made. 

slip-page (slip’ij) /‘slipid3/ n. 1. (noncount]) an act or 
instance of slipping. 2. [cont] an amount or extent of 
slipping. 

slipped’ disk’, n. [count] a disk between the vertebrae 
of the backbone that sticks out abnormally. 

slip-per (slip’ar) /'slipor/ n. [comnt) a light, low-cut shoe 
into which the foot easily slips, for wear in the home, etc. 
See illustration at CLOTHING. 

slip-per-y (slip’a rē, slip’ré) /'slıpəriy, ‘slipriy/ adj., 
-i-er, -ivest. 1. casily causing slipping: a slippery road. 2. 
tending to slip from the hold or grasp or from position: a 
slippery rope. 3. likely to slip away or escape: a slippery 
scoundrel. 4. unstabłe or insecure, such as conditions: a 
slippery situation. —slip/perei-ness, n. [noncount] 

slip-shod (stip’shod’) /'slip,fnd/ adj. careless, untidy, or 
sloppy; not careful: slipshod work. 

slip’-up’, n. [cont] a mistake, error, blunder, or over- 
sight. 

slit (slit) /slit/ v., slit, slitting, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
make a long cut or opening in: fo slit a dress. 2. to cut 
into strips; split. —n. [count] 3. a straight, narrow cut or 
opening: a slit in the skirt. 

slith-er (slith’ar) /‘slidar/ v. [no obj] 1. to move with a 
sliding motion, such as a snake: to slither quietly out of 
the room. 2. to stide along a surface, esp. unsteadily, 
from side to side: to slither clirmsily down the ski slope. 
—). [comnt] 3. a slithering movement; slide. —slith/- 
ery, adj. 

sliveer (slivfar) /'slivər/ n. [count] 1. a small, slender, 
often sharp piece, as of wood or glass; splinter. 2. any 
small, narrow piece or portion: jist a sliver of cake, 
please. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to split or cut into slivers. 

slob (slob) /slnb/ n. [comnt] a very sloppy or bad- 
mannered person. 

slob-ber (slob/ar) /‘slnbar/ v. 1. [no obj] to let saliva or 
liquid run from the mouth: The dog was slobbering all 
over the baby. 2. [~ + obj] to wet or make foul with sa- 
liva: The dog is slobbering the baby. 3. [no obj] to ex- 
press one’s feetings too sentimentally: siobbering about 
how much he loved her. —n. [noncoinnt) 4. saliva or liq- 
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uid dribbling from the mouth; slaver. 5. overly sentimen- 
tal speech or actions. 

sloe (sid) /slow/ n. [count] 1. the small, sour, blackish 
fruit of the blackthorn, of the rose family. 2. the shrub it- 
self. 

sloe’-eyed’, adj. 1. having very dark eyes. 2. having 
slanted eyes. 

Slog (slog) /slng/ v., slogged, slog-ging, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to hit hard, as in boxing; slug: to slog him at least 
once in each round. 2. [no obj] to walk or plod heavily, 
slowly, or with effort: to slog through the mud and rain. 
3. [~ + obj) to make or find (one’s way) by plodding: to 
Slog his way through the rain. —n. (count) 4. a long, tir- 
ing walk or march. 5. long, laborious work. 6. a heavy 
blow. 

slo-gan (slō/gən) /'slowgan/ n. [count] a phrase identi- 
fied with a particular party, product, etc.; a catch phrase: 
a campaign slogan. 

sloop (sldop) /sluwp/ n. [count] a single-masted sailing 
vessel with rigging fore and aft. 

slop (slop) /slnp/ v., slopped, slop-ping, n. —v. 1. to 
spill or splash (liquid): [no obj]: The children were slop- 
ping about in the puddle. [~ + obj}: They were slopping 
water all over the place. 2. [no obj] to walk or go 
through mud, slush, or water: slopping home through 
the storm. 3. [no obj; ~ + over (+ obj)] (of liquid) to 
spill Or splash out of a container: The liquid slopped over 
(the top of the container) and spilled onto the floor. 4. {~ 
+ obj) to feed slop to (pigs or other livestock). —n. 5. 
[noncount] bran made from cornmeal and mixed with an 
equal part of water, used as a feed for pigs and other 
livestock. 6. slops, [p/ura/] kitchen refuse; swill. 7. [non- 
count] badly cooked or unappetizing food or drink. 8. 
[noncount) liquid mud: walking through the slop. 

slope (slop) /slowp/ v., sloped, slop-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) have an inclined angle; slant: [no obj): The 
roof stoped sharply upward. [~ + obj]: The builder 
Sloped the roof sharply upward. —n. 2. [count] ground 
that has a natural incline, such as the side of a hill: the 
sharp slopes of the hills. 3. [noncount] a. slant, esp. 
downward or upward. b. the amount or degree of such a 
slant. 

slop-py (slop/é) /'slnpiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. 1. muddy, 
slushy, or very wet: sloppy ground. 2. untidy; messy; 
slovenly: a sloppy eater. 3. careless; slipshod: His sloppy 
writing was due to his sloppy thinking. 4. overly emo- 
tional; silly; gushy: the movie's sloppy sentimentality. 
—slop/pi-ness, n. [noncount] 

slosh (slosh) /slnf/ v. 1. [no obj] to splash or move 
through water, mud, etc.: fo slosh through the puddles. 
2. [no obj) (of a liquid) to move about actively, esp. 
within a container: The water sloshed over the sides. 3. 
[~ + obj] to cause (a liquid) to splash, esp. in a con- 
tainer: to slosh the gasoline in the tank. 

Slot (slot) /slnt/ n., v., slot-ted, slot-ting. —n. [count] 1. 
a slit, esp. One for receiving something, such as a letter: 
a slot for airmail letters. 2. a position, as in a sequence 
or series: Her TV show is in the eight o'clock slot on 
Thursdays. 3. Informal. SLOT MACHINE —v. [~ + obj) 4. to 
make a slot in; provide with a slot or slots. 5. to place or 
fit into a slot: You've been slotted for a four o'clock meelt- 
ing. 

Sloth (sl6th or, esp. for 2, sl6th) /slo8 or, esp. for 2, 
slow0/ n. 1. [noncount] laziness; unwillingness to work. 
2. [count] a slow-moving, tree-dwelling tropical American 
animal. 

sloth-ful (sléth/fal, sloth-) /'sləðfəl, slow@-/ adj. lazy; un- 
willing to work; indolent. —sloth/ful-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

slot? machine’, n. [count] a gambling or vending ma- 
chine operated by putting coins into a slot. 

slouch (slouch) /slawtf/ v. 1. [no obj) to sit, stand, or 
walk with a drooping posture: fo slouch around all day. 
2. to (cause to) droop or bend down, as the shoulders or 
a hat: [~ + obj): to slouch the shoulders. (no obj): His 
shoulders slouched a little lower. —n. [count] 3. [usually 
singular] an awkward, drooping posture or way of walk- 
ing or carrying oneself. 4. a lazy or incapable person: 
The coach warned that our opponents were no slouches. 
—slouch/er, n. [count] —slouch/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

slough’ (slou) /slaw/ n. 1. [count] an area of soft, muddy 
ground; a swamp or swamplike region. 2. [noncount] a 
condition of despair or humiliation. 

slough? (sluf) /slaf/ n. [noncount] 1. a layer of dead tis- 
sue that drops off the surrounding or underlying tissue. 
—v. 2. to (cause to) be shed or cast off, as the outer skin 
of a snake: [no obj; (~ + off): A snake's skin sloughs 
(off) every few months. [~ (+ off) + obj): The snake 
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sloughs (off) its skin. 3. slough off, [~ + off + obj) to 
dispose or get rid of: to slough off a bad habit. 

Slov-ensly (sluv’an lē) /'‘slavanliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, 
adv. —adj. 1. untidy or unclean in appearance; sloppy: a 
Slovenly rooin in a Cheap hotel. 2. careless or sloppy: 
slovenly work. —adv. 3. in an untidy, careless, or slip- 
shod manner. —slov’encli-ness, n, [noncount) 

Slow (sl6) /slow/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
moving or going forward with little speed: Somehow I al- 
ways catch the slowest train. 2. showing or having lack of 
speed: a slow pace of walking. 3. taking or requiring a 
comparatively long time: a slow meal. 4. gradual: slow 
growth in the economy. 5. mentally dull: a slow child. 6. 
[be + ~] not readily disposed or willing (to do or be- 
come something): [~ + to + verb]: He is slow to anger 
(= He does not get angry quickly). 7. slack; not busy: a 
slow stock market. 8. progressing at less than the usual 
rate of speed: a slow worker. 9. [be + ~] running at 
less than the proper rate of speed, as a clock: My watch 
is slow. 10. dull or tedious: a slow party. —adv. 11. in a 
slow manner; slowly: Drive slow. —v. 12. to (cause to) be 
slow or slower: [no obj; (+ up/down)]: The car slowed 
(up) and then came to a stop. [~ + obj (+ down/up)): 
He slowed the train (down) but couldn't avoid the colli- 
sion. 13. to reduce the progress of (something): [no 
obj): Inflation has slowed this year. {~ + obj): took steps 
to slow inflation. —slow/ly, adv.: Drink this slowly. 
—slow/ness, n. [noncount] 

slow’ burn’, n. [count; usually singular) Informal. a 
gradual building up of anger. 

slow-down (sl0/doun’) /‘slow,dawn/ n. [count] 1. a de- 
lay in progress, action, etc.: a generat slowdown in the 
economy. 2. a deliberate slowing of pace by workers to 
win demands from their employer: The workers staged a 
slowdown by checking every item more strictly than they 
usually did. 

Slow’ mo/tion, n. [noncount] the process or technique 
of filming or taping a motion-picture or television se- 
quence at a faster rate of speed and then projecting or 
replaying it at normal speed so that the action appears to 
be slowed down. —slow/-mo/tion, adj. 

slow-poke (sl6/pok’) /'slow,powk/ n. [count] Informal. a 
person who moves, works, etc., very slowly; dawdler. 

slow/-wit/ted, adj. slow in the ability to understand; 
dull-witted. —slow/-wit/ted-ly, adv. —slow/-wit/ted- 
ness, n. [nonconnt] 

sludge (sluj) /slad3/ n. [noncount] 1. mud, mire, or 
ooze; slush. 2. a deposit of ooze at the bottom of a body 
of water. 3. the substance left over after treating sewage. 

slue or slew (sld0) /sluw/ v., slued, slueing, n. —v. 1. to 
turn or swing around, such as a mast on its own axis: [no 
obj): to slue sharply around. [~ + obj}: to slue the mast 
Sharply around. —n. [count] 2. the act of sluing. 

slug’ (slug) /slag/ n. [count] 1. a slow-moving, snaillike 
animal. 2. a metal disk used as a coin or token, gener- 
ally counterfeit: putting slugs into subway token ma- 
chines. 3. a piece of lead or other metal for firing from a 
gun. 4. Siang. a person who is lazy or slow-moving; 
sluggard. 

slug? (slug) /slag/ v., slugged, slugging, n. —v. [~ + 
obj} 1. to strike hard, esp. with the fist: The two fighters 
slugged each other. 2. to drive (a baseball) a great dis- 
tance: The batter strode up and slugged the first pitch 
over the fence. —n. [count] 3. a hard blow or hit, esp. 
with a fist or baseball bat. —slug’ger, n. [count] 

slug-gard (slug/ard) /‘slagord/ n. [count] 1. one who is 
by habit inactive or lazy. —adj. 2. lazy; indolent. 

slug-gish (slug/ish) /'slagif/ adj. 1. not working or func- 
tioning with full speed, energy, or ability: a sluggish 
heartbeat. 2. slow to act or respond: a sluggish engine. 
3. slow or slow-moving, as a stream. 4. greatly reduced; 
slack, as trade or sales: The economy is sluggish. 
—slug/gish-ness, n. [noncourit] 

Sluice (sldds) /sluws/ n., v, sluiced, sluiceing. —n. 
[count] 1. an artificial channel for conducting water, often 
with a gate (sluice’ gate’) at the upper end for regulat- 
ing the flow. 2. the body of water held back or controlled 
by a sluice gate. 3. a channel, esp. one carrying off sur- 
plus water or moving solid matter. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
let out (water) by opening a sluice. 5. to flush with a rush 
of water: to sluice the decks of a ship. 

slum (slum) /slam/ n., v, slummed, slum-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. a run-down or dirty part of a city: The mayor 
pronused to clean up the slums. —v. (no obj) 2. to visit 
or spend time in a place, esp. an amusement spot, con- 
sidered low in social status: to go slumming. —slum/- 
mer, n. [count] 
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slum-ber (sluni/ber) /'slambor/ v. [no obj) 1. to sleep. 
=n. 2. [noncomnt] sleep. 3. [count] a period of sleep. 
—sium/ber-ous, adj. 

slumelord (slum/lord’) /‘slam,lord/ n. [count] a landlord 
who owns poorly maintained buildings. 

slump (slump) /slamp/ v. [no obj] 1. to fall heavily; col- 
lapse: He slimped to the floor. 2. to assume a slouching 
or bent position or posture: Mis shoulders shunped. 3. to 
decrease suddenly: His health stumped. 4. to sink heav- 
ily, as the spirits: Her spirits stimped as the bad news 
sank in. —n. [count] 5. an act, instance, or occasion of 
slumping: The economy is in a prolonged slump. 6. a 
period during which a person performs ineffectively: The 
team is in a Slump after having lost its last six games. 

slung (slung) /slan/ v. pt. and pp. of stine'. 

slunk (slungk) /slank/ v. a pt. and the pp. of SLINK. 

slur’ (sltir) /slsr/ v., slurred, slur-ring, n. —v. 1. to pro- 
nounce (a syllable, word, etc.) unclearly by combining, 
reducing, or leaving out sounds, as in hurried or careless 
speaking: [no obj]: His voice shirred because he wasn't 
yet awake. [~ + obj]: | can't understand you when you 
Shir your speech like that. 2. [~ + obj) to sing or play 
(two different tones of music) in one syllable or without a 
break. —r?. [count] 3. a slurred utterance or sound. 4. a. 
the combination of two different tones, sung to a single 
syllable or played without a break. b. a curved mark used 
in music to indicate this. 

slur? (slur) /slsr/ v., slurred, slurring, n. —v. [~ + obj] 
1. to insult: to stir someone's repirtation. —n. (count) 2. 
an insulting remark: to take offense at a slur. 

slurp (slurp) /slarp/ v. 1. to eat or drink (food or bever- 
ages) with loud sucking noises: [~ + obj]: to slurp one’s 
food. [no obj): The kids were shirping as they drank their 
sodas. —n. [connt] 2. an act of slurping. 3. any slurping 
sound. 

Slush (slush) /slaf/ n. [noncount] 1. partly melted snow: 
The snow had melted to brownish, dirty shish. 2. silly, 
sentimental talk or writing. —slush/’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est: 
Slushy streets after the warm rain. 

slush’ fund’, n. [count] a sum of money for illegal po- 
litical purposes, as for buying influence. 

slut (slut) /slat/ n. (comnt) 1. a dirty, very untidy woman. 
2. a sexually loose woman. —slut/tish, slut/ty, adj., -tie 
er, -ti-est. 

sly (sli) /slay/ adj., sly-er or sli-er, sly-est or sli-est, n. 
—adj. 1. sneaky; tricky; cunning: The sly old fox was able 
to outsrnart us once again, 2. able to avoid being seen 
or noticed; stealthy: a sły move. 3. mischievous: sly hu- 
mor. —n., Idiom. 4. on the sly, (noncount] secretly; 
without others knowing or seeing. —sly/ly, adv.: slyly 
slipped the money from the drawer. —sly/ness, n. 
[nonconnt] 

smack! (smak) /smwzk/ v. [~ + obj] smack of, to have 
a taste, flavor, or trace of something: The compliment he 
gave her smacks of condescension. 

smack? (smak) /smivk/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to strike sharply, 
esp. with the open hand; slap: He smacked his forehead 
with his hand. 2. to drive or send (something) with a 
sharp blow or with force: [no obj). The car smacked into 
the wall. [~ + obj]: He sinacked his brand new car into 
the walt. 3. [~ + obj] to close and open (the lips) quickly 
so as to produce a sharp sound, often as a sign of enjoy- 
ment: They all sat at her table, smacking their lips. 4. {~ 
+ obj) to kiss with a loud sound: She smacked him on 
the cheek. —n. [connt] 5. a sharp, loud-sounding blow; 
slap. 6. a smacking of the lips, as in enjoyment or antici- 
pation. 7. a loud kiss. —adv. 8. suddenly and violently: 
He drove smack up against the side of the house. 9. di- 
rectly; straight: The post office is smack in the center of 
town. 

smack? (smak) /smivk/ n. [nonconnt] Slang. heroin. 
small (smd!) /smol/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. 
of limited size; little: a simmat box. 2. not large when com- 
pared with others of the same kind: A smat elephant is 
Still pretty big. 3. [before a nonn] (of a written letter) in 
lowercase. 4. not great in amount, extent, etc.: a small 
Salary. 5. [before a noun) carrying on some activity on a 
limited scale: a small business. 6. of minor importance: 
We have a small problem. 7. mean-spirited; petty: a 
sinall, miserly tnar. 8. (of sound or the voice) having lit- 
tle volume: “What about me, mother?” he asked in a 
small voice. 9. very young: When he was just a small boy 
his mother died. —adv. 10. in a small manner: writes so 
smalt he can put a lot of words on one page. —1. 11. 
[count] a small or narrow part, as of the back: a pain in 
the sinall of my back. 12. the small, (plural; used with a 
plirat verb) people without wealth or influence: Democ- 
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racy benefits the great and the smal. 13. a. (noncount) 
a size of garments for persons of less than average 
dimensions, weight, etc. b. [count] a garment in this 
size. —Idiom. 14. feel small, [no obj] to be ashamed: 
She made him feel smalt by screaming at him in public. 
—small/ish, adj. —small/ness, n. (noncount): fighting 
such smaliness of mind. 

small’ arm’, n. [count] a gun or other firearm de- 
signed to be held in one or both hands while being fired. 

small’ fry’, n. [plurat; used with a plural verb] 1. very 
young children: The small fry are probably alt asleep by 
now. 2. unimportant persons or things: Let's just hope 
they don't pay attention to us smalt fry. 3. small or young 
fish. 

small’ intes/tine, n. intestine (def. 2). 

small/-mind/’ed, adj. selfish, petty, or narrow-minded: 
small-minded attitudes. 

small-pox (smdl/poks’) /'smol,poks/ n. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] a serious disease easily spread to 
others, caused by a virus, with fever and red spots that 
often leave permanent pits or scars. 

small/-scale/’, adj. [usually before a noun) 1. of limited 
amount, extent, or scope: a small-scale enterprise. 2. (of 
a map, model, etc.) being a small version of the original: 
showing little detail. 

small’ talk’, n. [noncomnt] light conversation; chitchat: 
We engaged in some smalt talk. 

small/-time’, adj. having little influence: a small-time 
politician. —small-timer, n. [count] 

smart (smart) /smart/ v., -er, -est, adv., n. —v. [no obj] 
1. to be a cause of sharp, stinging pain: The cut on his 
arm still smarted. 2. to suffer sharply, as from wounded 
feelings: stilt smarting from the insults. —adj. 3. having 
or showing quick intelligence or ready mental capability: 
a smart student. [H + be + ~ + to + verb]: H wasn't 
very smart of you to try to cheat. 4. shrewd or sharp, as 
a person in dealing with others: a smart campaigner. 5. 
clever or witty, as a speaker or speech. 6. neat or trim in 
appearance, aS a person or garment; spruce: a very 
smart outfit. 7. socially elegant; sophisticated or fashion- 
able: the smart crowd. 8. saucy; pert: Keep your smart 
remarks to yourself. 9. brisk or vigorous: fo walk with 
smart steps. 10. sharply severe, as a blow; sharp or 
keen: a smart pain; a smart slap on the arm. 11. [often 
before a nonn) equipped with, using, or containing elec- 
tronic control devices: smart bombs. 12. Computers. 1N- 
TELLIGENT (def. 3). —adv. 13. in a smart manner; smartly. 
—n. 14. (count; usually: a + ~] a sharp local pain. 15. 
smarts, [noncount; used with a singular verb] Informal. 
intelligence; common sense: has a fot of smarts. 
—smart/ly, adv.: to dress sinartly; She rapped smartly 
on the door. —smart/ness, n. [noncomnt] 

smart’ aleck (or aVec) (al/ik) /wxlik/ n. (count) Infor- 
mal. an annoying and obnoxious person who believes he 
or she is smarter than others. —smart/-al/eck-y, 
smart/-aleck, adj.: the child's smart-alecky answers. 

smart-en (smar/tn) /'smartn/ v. to (cause to) become 
more aware, shrewd, or clever: [~ + wp]: When will you 
smarten up; you're being made a foot of (~ + obj + 
up): Can anything smarten her up? [~ + up + obj): 
Nothing can smarten up that loser. 

smash (smash) /smæf/ v. 1. to (cause to) break to 
pieces, as by striking or dashing against something; shat- 
ter: [10 obj]: The vase smashed to pieces when ł 
dropped it. {~ + obj]: He smashed the vase to pieces. 2. 
[~ + obj] to destroy or defeat completely: The attack on 
that country smashed its ability to make war again. 3. to 
hit or drive with force: [no obj]: The car smashed into the 
wall. [~ + obj]: He smashed the car into the walt. 4. (~ 
+ obj] (in racket sports like tennis) to hit (a ball or shut- 
tlecock) with a powerful, downward overhand stroke: 
smashed the bał down the sideline. —n. [count] 5. an 
act or instance of smashing. 6. the sound of such 
smashing: the sudden smash of glass or bottles break- 
ing. 7. a blow, hit, or slap. 8. a destructive collision, as 
between automobiles. 9. /nformal. something achieving 
great success; a hit: Their new movie was a huge smash. 
10. (in racket sports) a powerful, downward overhand 
stroke, or the ball or shuttlecock hit with such a stroke. 
—adj. (before a noun) 11. Informal. of or relating to a 
great success: a smash hit on Broadway. 

smash-ing (smashing) /'‘smivfin/ adj. 1. impressive or 
wonderful: a smashing success. 2. Crushing or devastat- 
ing. 

smash/-up’, n. [cont] a complete smash, esp. a wreck 
of one or more vehicles. 

smat-ter-ing (smat/a ring) /'smietorin/ n. [connt; nsu- 
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ally singular; a + ~] 1. a slight or beginning knowledge 
of something: a smattering of Swedish. —adj. 2. slight or 
superficial. 

smear (smér) /smior/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to spread (an oily, 
greasy, or wet substance) on something: to smear butter 
on bread. 2. [~ + obj] to spread an oily, greasy, or wet 
substance on: to sinear bread with butter, 3. [= ar N] 
to stain, spot, or make dirty with something oily, greasy, 
or wet: The paint smeared his clothes. 4. to (cause to) be 
smudged or blurred, as by rubbing: [~ + obj]: The Sig- 
nature was smeared. [no obj): The ink will smear if it 
gets wet. 5. [~ + obj] to ruin or try to ruin (a reputation, 
etc.), as by spreading lies about someone: He tried to 
smear his opponent during the campaign. 6. [~ + obj) 
Slang. to defeat completely; overwhelm: The team came 
in and smeared their opponents. —n. [count] 7. an oily, 
greasy, Or wet substance, esp. a dab of such a substance. 
8. a stain, spot, or mark made by such a substance. 9. 
an attempt to ruin the good name of someone, as by 
spreading lies. 10. a small quantity of something spread 
thinly on a slide for microscopic examination: a cervical 
smear. —smear’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

smell (smel) /smel/ v., smelled or smelt (smelt) /smelt/ 
smelling, n. —v. 1. to detect the odor of (something) 
through the nose; inhale the odor of something: [~ + 
obj]: He smelled the flowers in the garden. (not: be + 
~ing; no obj): Because he had a bad head cold he could 
hardly smell. 2. (not: be + ~-ing] to give off or have an 
odor: These flowers dont smell at all. 3. (not: be + 
~-ing] to have a certain odor or scent: [7 + oOfike + 
obj): The whole house smelled of smoke. [~ + adjec- 
tive): The room smelled bad. 4. (not: be + ~ing; no 
obj] to give out a strong or offensive odor; stink: Whew, 
that fish really smells! 5. [~ + obj] to test by the sense 
of smell: He smelled the meat to see if it was fresh. 6. 
[not: be + ~ing; ~ + obj] to detect by cleverness: The 
detective smelled foul play. 7. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + of 
+ obj) to have a trace or suggestion: This smells of foul 
play. 8. [not: be + ~-ing; no obj) Informal. to be of infe- 
rior quality; stink: Your team really smells! 9. smell out, 
[~ + obj] to look for by or as if by smelling: The news- 
paper reporter could smell out a story from just a hint of 
trouble. 10. smell up, to fill with an offensive odor: stink 
up: [~ + up + obj): Her perfume was smelling up the 
whole room. [~ + Obj + up]: to smell it up. —n. 11. 
[noncount] the sense of being able to detect something 
with the nose: the sense of smell. 12. [count] that quality 
of a thing that is or may be smelled: The fish has a pretty 
strong smell. 13. [count] an act or instance of smelling: 
Give this a smell and tell me if it's still fresh. 14. [count] 
a trace or suggestion: a smell of danger. 15. [count] an 
appearance, character, or quality that seems to be all 
around a thing: the sweet smell of success. —Idiom. 
16. smell a rat, to suspect that something is wrong: He 
smelled a rat when he saw her sneaking through the 
back door. 

smelling salts’, n. [phra a preparation for smelling, 
usually ammonium carbonate with some agreeable 
scent, used to bring someone back to consciousness. 

smelly (smelē) /'smeliy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. giving off a 
strong or unpleasant odor. 

smelt! (smelt) /smelt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to fuse or melt 
(ore) in order to separate the metal in it. 2. to obtain or 
refine (metal) in this way. 

smelt? (smelt) /smelt/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when thought 
of as a group) smelt, (esp. for kinds or species) smelts. 
a small, silvery food fish of cold northern waters. 

smelt? (smelt) /smelt/ v. a pt. and pp. of smett. 

smelt-er (smel/tar) /‘smeltor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that smelts. 2. a place where ores are smelted. 

smid-gen or smid-gin or smidegeon (smij’an) 
/smid3zan/ n. (count; usually singular; usually: a + ~ a 
very small amount: a smidgen of honey with the tea, 
please. 

smile (smil) /smayl/ v., smiled, smil-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
put on a facial expression that involves an upturning of 
the corners of the mouth, usually indicating pleasure or 
amusement, but sometimes scorn: [no obj]: He smiled 
happily when he heard the news. [~ + at + obj): She 
smiled happily at him. [~ + obj]: She smiled a happy 
smile at the news. 2. [~ + on + obj] to look at some- 
one with favor: Luck smiled on ws that night. 3. [~ + 
Obj] to express by a smile: to smile approval. —n. 
[count] 4. an act or instance of smiling; a smiling expres- 
sion of the face: A broad smile crossed his face. —smil?- 
ingly, adv.: She gestured smilingly to him. 

smirch (smirch) /smartf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make dirty. 
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2. to harm or ruin (a reputation, etc.); disgrace; discredit. 
=n. [count] 3. a dirty mark or smear. 4. a stain or blot, 
as on a reputation. 

smirk (smurk) /smark/ v., n. —v. [no obj) 1. to smile in 
an offensively self-satisfied way: They smirked behind the 
teacher's back. —n. [count] 2. the facial expression of a 
person who smirks. 

smite (smit) /smayt/ v. [~ + obj], smote (smOt) /smowt/ 
smit-ten (smit/n) /‘smitn/ or smit (smit) /smrt/ or smote, 
smit-ing. 1. to hit hard, with or as if with the hand or a 
weapon. 2. to strike down, injure, attack, or kill: smitten 
by polio. 3. (usually: be + smitten] a. to affect mentally, 
morally, or emotionally with a strong and sudden feeling: 
was smitten with terror. b. to impress favorably; enamor: 
He was smitten by her charms. 

smith (smith) /smr0/ n. [count] 1. a worker in metal. 2. 
BLACKSMITH. 

smith-er-eens (smith’a rénz’) /,smrdo'riynz/_n. [plural] 
small pieces; bits: The window was smashed to smither- 
eens. 

smithey (smith’é, smith7é) ‘smrOiy, ‘smidiy/ n. [count], 
pl. smith-ies. 1. the workshop of a smith, esp. a black- 
smith. 2. BLACKSMITH. 

smock (smok) /smpk/ n. [connt} a loose, lightweight 
piece of clothing worn over the outer clothes to protect 
them while working. 

smog (smog, smog) /smng, smog/ n. [noncount] smoke 
or other gases that pollute, combined with fog in an un- 
healthy or irritating mixture. —smog/gy, adj., -gi-er, -gi- 
est. 

smoke (smōk) /smowk/ n., v, smoked, smok-ing. —n. 
1. [nonconmnt] the visible vapor and gases given off by a 
burning substance. 2. [noncount] something resembling 
this, as mist. 3. [count] an act or spell of smoking some- 
thing, esp. tobacco. 4. [comnt] something for smoking, 
as a Cigarette: Have you got a smoke? 5. [noncount] a 
bluish or brownish gray. —v. 6. [no obj] to give off 
smoke. 7. to draw into the mouth and puff out (the 
smoke of tobacco or the like, as from a pipe or ciga- 
rette): [no obj]: She doesn't like to smoke. [~ + obj): He 
smoked a pack of cigarettes a day. 8. Slang. to (cause 
to) move or travel with great speed: [no Obj): That throw 
really smoked through the air! [~ + obj]: The quarter- 
back smoked the next pass to his tight end. 9. [~ + obj) 
to expose (rooms, etc.) to toxic vapor in order to kill in- 
sects or pests: fo smoke a room. 10. [~ + obj] to ex- 
pose (meat, fish, etc.) to smoke and thus dry and flavor 
it: to smoke salmon in the smokehouse. 11. smoke out, 
a. to drive from a place of hiding by the use of smoke: 
[7 + ont + obj]: to smoke ont the raccoons. [~ + obj 
+ out]: to smoke the animals out. b. to force into public 
knowledge; expose: [~ + ont + obj): to smoke ont the 
traitors. [~ + Obj + out]: to smoke the traitors out with 
4 Clever trick. —Idiom. 12. go up in smoke, to be un- 
successful: All his plans for promotion went up in smoke. 
—smoke/less, adj.: so-called smokeless tobacco, or 
chewing tobacco. —smok/er, n. [count] —smok/i- 
ness, n. [noncount] —smok/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

smoke’ detec’tor, n. [connt] an electronic fire alarm 
that emits a loud signal in the presence of smoke. Also 
called smoke? alarm’. 

smoke-house (smok/hous’) /‘smowk,haws/ n. [count] a 
building or place in which meat, fish, etc., are cured with 
smoke. 

smoke’ screen’, n. [count] 1. a mass of dense smoke 
produced to conceal an area, vessel, or plane from the 
enemy. 2. something intended to disguise, hide, or de- 
ceive: His friendliness was just a smoke screen for his 
evil scheme to ruin everyone. 

smoke-stack (smok/stak’) /'‘smowk,stivk/ nm. [count] 1. 
a pipe for the escape of the smoke of something burned, 
as in a factory. —adj. 2. of or relating to a basic heavy in- 
dustry, as automaking: smokestack companies. 

smol-eder or smoul-der (smdl/dar) /'smowldor/ v. [no 
obj] 1. to burn without flame; undergo slow burning: The 
campfire was still smoldering. 2. to continue without an 
outward indication: Hatred smoldered beneath his smile. 

smooch (smooch) /smuwtJ/ Informal. —v. [no obj) 1. to 
kiss: smooching on the couch. —n. [connt] 2. a kiss. 

smooth (smooth) /smuw0/ adj., -er, -est, adv., v. —adj. 
1. not rough; having an even surface: a smooth road. 2. 
generally flat, such as a calm sea. 3. free from hairs or a 
hairy growth: a smooth cheek. 4. free from lumps, as a 
sauce: smooth gravy. 5. allowing or having an even, un- 
interrupted movement: a smooth ride. 6. free from prob- 
lems or difficulties: a smooth day at the office. 7. ele- 
gant, easy, or polished: a smooth manner with difficult 
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clients. 8. ingratiatingly polite; suave: a smooth talker. 9. 
free from harshness; bland or mellow, such as wine. 
—adv. 10. (often: used before another word to form an 
adjective] in a smooth manner; smoothly: a smooth- 
running car. —v. 11. to make the surface of (something) 
smooth, as by scraping, planing, pressing, etc.: [~ + 
obj}: to sniooth the floorboards with sandpaper before 
polishing theni. (~ (+ offfont) + obj): He smoothed (off 
his jacket. [~ + obj (+ ont)]: He smoothed his jacket 
(out). 12. to remove (wrinkles or the like) from some- 
thing: [~ + obj + off (+ obj)): He smoothed the wrin- 
kles off (his jacket). [~ + offaway + obj): He smoothed 
off the wrinkles from his jacket. 13. smooth over, to 
make seem less severe or disagreeable: [~ + over + 
Obj): smoothed over the difficulties and got the two sides 
talking again. [~ + obj + over]: to smooth them over. 
—smooth/ly, adv. —smooth/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

smor-gas-bord or smor-gas-bord (smôr/gəs bôrd’, 
-bord’ or, often, shmdor/-) /‘smargas, bord, -,bowrd or, of- 
ten, ‘Jmor-/ n. [count] 1. a buffet meal of hors 
d'oeuvres, salads, casserole dishes, etc. 2. a variety of 
things to choose from: a smorgasbord of different com- 
puters. 

smote (smōt) /smowt/ v. a pt. Of SMITE. 

smoth-er (smuth/ar) /‘smador/ v. 1. to suffocate, as by 
smoke or lack of air: [~ + obj]: He was smothered by 
the smoke. (no obj): He'll smother utider those blankets. 
2. [~ + obj] to extinguish or deaden (fire, etc.) by cover- 
ing: fo smother the fire with blankets. 3. [~ + obj) to 
cover closely or thickly: fo smother a steak with mush- 
roonts. 4. [~ + obj] to hold back; suppress or repress: 
to smother one’s grief. 

smudge (smuj) /smad3/ n., v., smudged, smude:ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a dirty mark or smear: a few smudges on 
his face. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to mark with dirty streaks or 
smears: His face was smudged with mud. 3. to rub or 
wipe so as to smear: She didn't want to smudge her lip- 
stick. —smudg’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

smug (smug) /smag/ adj., smuge-ger, smug-gest. overly 
confident of one’s ability, superior position, or correct- 
ness; self-satisfied: He was very smuig when he walked 
into the interview. —smug/ly, adv. —smug/ness, n. 
[rroncount) 

smug-gle (smug/al) /'smagol/ v., -gled, -gling. 1. to 
convey (goods) secretly and illegally into or out of a 
country: [~ + obj]: to smuggle heroin. {no obj): a fast 
boat used to smuggle along the coast. 2. (~ + obj] to 
bring, take, put, etc., secretly: srnuggled his class notes 
into the science test. —smug/gler, n. (count) 

smut (smut) /smat/ n. 1. [nonconnt] sooty matter. 2. 
[cont] a black or dirty mark; smudge. 3. [noncomnt] in- 
decent language or writing; obscenity. 4. [norcoint] a. a 
disease of plants caused by fungi. b. a fungus causing 
this disease. —smut/ti-ness, si. [noncount] —smut/ty, 
adj., -tiver, -ti-est. 

snack (snak) /5næk/ n. [count] 1. a small portion of food 
or drink eaten between regular meals: a snack Of a satid- 
wich and a glass of milk. —v. [no obj) 2. to have a 
snack: H's not wise to snack before bedtine. [~ + on + 
obj): to snack or too many sweets. 

snack’ bar’, n. [court] a lunchroom or restaurant 
where light meals are sold. See illustration at TERMINAL. 
snag (snag) /snxg/ n, v., snagged, snag-ging. —n. 
[count] 1. something that is sharp and sticks out. 2. a 
hole, tear, or run in a fabric, caused by catching on 
something that sticks out. 3. anything that gets in the 
way of progress: Our plans hit a snag when onr best 
player broke her leg. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to catch on a 
snag: snagging her clothing on the branches. 5. to grab; 
seize: The shortstop snagged a sharp line drive. 

snail (snal) /sneyl/ n. [court] 1. a soft-bodied, slow- 
moving animal that lives in a spiral-shaped shell. 2. a 
slow or lazy person. — Idiom. 3. at a snail’s pace, 
very slowly: Work was proceeding at a snails pace. 
snake (snak) /sncyk/ m., v, snaked, snak-ing. —wv/. 
[court] 1. a scaly reptile with a long thin body that has 
no arms or legs: Sore snakes have a poisonons bite. 2. 
a treacherous person. 3. (in plumbing) a flexible, wirelike 
device for loosening anything stuck in curved pipes. —v. 
4. [n0 obj] to move, twist, or wind in the manner of a 
snake: The road snakes ariong the mountains. 5. (~ + 
obj) to wind or make (one’s course, etc.) like a snake: 
She snaked her way through the crowd. 

snak-y (snā/kē) /'sneykiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. of or re- 
lating to snakes. 2. twisting, winding, or full of curves: a 
snaky road. 3. treacherous; sneaky. 

snap (snap) /snicp/ v., snapped, snap-ping, 1., adj., adv. 
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—v. 1. to (cause to) make a sudden, sharp sound; crack: 
[~ + obj]: to snap one’s fingers. (no obj): Suddenly a 
twig snapped. 2. to click, as a mechanism or the jaws 
coming together: [no obj): The lock snapped lordly as | 
turned the key. [~ + obj]: She snapped the lock with her 
key. 3. to move, strike, etc., with a sharp sound, as a 
door or lid: [no obj]: The door snapped shut. (~ + obj): 
She snapped the tid shirt. 4. to (cause to) break sud- 
denly, esp. with a cracking sound: [~ + obj]: He 
snapped a piece of wood in half. [no obj): The wood 
snapped in half. 5. [no obj) to give way suddenly, as 
from mental strain, and become unable to control one- 
self: / thomght right then he would snap, but he got con- 
trot of himself. 6. [no obj] to move with quick motions of 
the body: fo snap to attention. 7. a. {~ + obj] to take 
(snapshots): tourists snapping pictures of the cathedral. 
b. to take snapshots of (someone or something): [~ + 
obj): The tourists were snapping the cathedral as fast as 
they could. [no obj): The news cameras were snapping 
wildly. 8. to speak quickly and sharply: [~ + at + obj): 
The captain snapped at the first mate. [used with quota- 
tions): “Mind your own business!” he snapped. [~ + out 
+ obj): to snap out a complaint. 9. to seize with or as if 
with a quick bite or grab: [~ + up + obj): The first cus- 
tomers snapped ip the best bargains. {~ + obj + up]: 
They snapped the best bargains up. 10. snap out of, [~ 
+ out + of + obj] to recover from: Will the economy 
snap out of the recession? —n. 11. (comnt] a quick, sud- 
den action such as the breaking of a twig, or the sound 
resulting from such a break. 12. [count] a fastener that 
snaps when it closes. 13. [noncomnt) Miformal. brisk- 
ness, vigor, or energy: Pit some snap into your class- 
room teaching! 14. [cont] a short spell or period, such 
as of cold weather: a cold snap. 15. (count; usually sin- 
gular; usually: a + ~] Informal. an easy task, activity, 
etc.: For her, fixing slow computers is a snap! —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 16. fastening or closing with a click or snap: 
a snap lock. 17. made, done, taken, etc., Suddenly or 
without thinking: a snap judgment. 18. easy or simple: a 
snap course. —adv. 19. in a brisk, sudden manner. 
—Idiom. 20. snap one's fingers at, [~ + obj] to show 
one’s lack of respect for: That murch mioney is nothing to 
snap your fingers at, believe mie! 

snap’ bean’, n. [count] a crisp bean pod, such as a 
green bean or a wax bean. 

snap-drag-on (snap/drag/an) /'snæp,drægon/ n. [count] 
a plant of the figwort family, grown for its spikes of showy 
flowers. 

snap-pish (snap/ish) /'snzxpif/ adj. irritable: a snappish 
reply. —snap/pish-ly, adv. —snap/pish-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

Snap-py (snap/é) /'snxpiy/ adj., -pi'er, -pirest. 1. quick 
in action: a snappy answer. 2. snappish. 3. /nformal. 
crisp, smart, lively, etc.: a snappy dresser. —Idiom. 4. 
make it snappy, [no obj] Informal. to speed up; hurry: 
Make it snappy pal, | haven't got all day. 

snap-shot (snap/shot’) /'snæp,fot/ n. [count] 1. an in- 
formal photograph, esp. one taken by a simple hand- 
held camera. 2. a brief appraisal or profile: This report is 
a snapshot of the school's plans for the future. 

snare (snar) /sneor/ n, v, snared, snaring. —n. 
[count] 1. a device made up of a rope with a loop, for 
capturing small animals. 2. anything serving to trap 
someone unexpectedly; a trap. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to catch 
with a snare; entrap; entangle. 4. to catch or involve by 
trickery: snared a top-ranking spy with a clever trick. 

snarl! (snarl) /snarl/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + at + obj)] to 
growl angrily or viciously, esp. with the teeth bared, as a 
dog: The dog stiarled at the child. 2. to speak in a sharp, 
angry manner: [no obj; (at + Obj)): He was snarling (at 
his workers) all day. [~ + obj): to snarl a threat. (used 
with quotations): “Get back, all of you!” he snarled. —n. 
[court] 3. the act of snarling: The dog gave a snarl. 4. a 
snarling word: nothing but snarls all day from the boss. 
—snarl/ine-ly, adv. 

snarl? (snarl) /snarl/ n. [cont] 1. a tangle, as of thread 
or hair. 2. a complicated or confused condition or man- 
ner: a traffic snarl. 3. a knot in wood. —v. 4. to (cause 
to) become tangled, as thread or hair: [no obj): Her hair 
snarled as she brushed it. [~ + obj): That shampoo 
snarls her hair. 5. to (cause to) become confused: [~ + 
obj): Traffic was badly snarled at the bridge. [no obj): 
Traffic snarled at the entrance ramp. 

snatch (snach) /snætf/ v. 1. to make a sudden move to 
seize (something), as with the hand; grab: [~ + at + 
obj): snatched at her purse. [~ + obj): He snatched the 
woman's purse. —. [count] 2. an act or instance of 
snatching. 3. a sudden motion to seize something; grab. 


699 


4. a small piece or part of something; bit; scrap: He 
could just make out snatches of their conversation. 5. a 
brief amount of time spent in an effort or activity: to work 
in snatches, a few minutes here, a few minutes there. 

sneak (snék) /sniyk/ v., sneaked or snuck (snuk) /snak/ 
sneak:ing, n., adj. —v. 1. [no obj) to go in a sly way so 
as not to be seen or noticed: Let's sneak out the back 
door. 2. [no obj] to act in an underhand way: Ile sneaks 
around and lies to everyone. 3. [~ + obj] to move, put, 
etc., in a sly or dishonest manner: He sneaked the gun 
into his pocket. —n. [count] 4. a person who should not 
be trusted. —adj. [before a noun) 5. stealthy; done with- 
out warning or being seen: a sneak raid. —sneak/i- 
ness, n. [noncount] —sneak/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

sneak-er (sné/kar) /'sniykar/ n. [count] 1. a shoe of 
canvas with a flat rubber or synthetic bottom, worn for 
sports or recreation. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. any 
of various athletic shoes resembling this. 3. one who 
sneaks; a sneak. 

sneak-ing (sné/king) /'sniykin/ adj. [before a noun] se- 
cret; not expressed to others, such as a feeling or suspi- 
cion: He had a sneaking suspicion something was going 
wrong. 

sneak’ pre/view, n. [count] a preview of a motion 
picture, often shown in addition to an announced film, in 
order to observe the reaction of the audience. 

sneer (snér) /snior/ v. 1. [no obj] to smile or laugh in a 
manner that shows ridicule or scorn. 2. [no obj) to act, 
speak, or write in a manner showing such ridicule or 
scorn: They sneered at her because she was interested in 
fairness. [used with quotations]: ‘Just try it,” he sneered. 
—n. [count] 3. a look, action, or remark of ridicule or 
scorn. 

sneeze (snéz) /sniyz/ v., sneezed, sneezing, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to produce air or breath suddenly, forcibly, and 
loudly through the nose and mouth by involuntary action: 
She sneezed whenever she came near cats. 2. sneeze 
at, [~ + at + obj; usually with a negative word or ex- 
Pression) Informal. to treat with contempt; scorn: 
$50,000 is nothing to sneeze at. —n. [count] 3. an act or 
sound of sneezing. 

snick-er (snik’or) /'snikor/ also snigger (snig’ar) 
snigar/ v. [no obj] 1. to laugh quietly but disrespect- 
fully: The children snickered when the teacher turned his 
back. [~ + at + obj]: They snickered at his attempt to 
rotter-skate. —n. [count] 2. a snickering laugh. 

snide (snid) /snayd/ adj., snid-er, snid-est. insulting in a 
nasty, sly manner: snide remarks about his nose. 

sniff (snif) /snif/ v. 1. [no obj] to draw air through the 
nose in a short, somewhat noisy way: sniffed a few times 
before speaking. 2. (~ + obj] to inhale through the 
nose: to sniff the air. 3. [no obj] to clear the nose by 
drawing air through it with noise; sniffle: to sniff tearfulty. 
4. to smell by short inhalations: [~ + obj): to sniff the 
flowers. [~ + at + obj]: The bloodhounds sniffed at the 
ground. 5. [~ (+ out) + obj] to perceive by or as if by 
sniffing: The reporter was good at sniffing (out) a scan- 
dal. 6. [used with quotations] to show one’s contempt by 
or as if by sniffing: “/ won't put up with that,” she sniffed. 
—n. [count] 7. an act of sniffing. 8. the sound made by 
such an act. 9. a faint scent or odor. 

snif-fle (sniffal) /‘snifal/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. [no obj) 
1. to sniff again and again, as from a head cold: She 
couldnt stop sniffing because she was allergic to the 
cats in the room. —n. [count] 2. an act or sound of snif- 
fling. 3. the sniffles, (pfuraf) a condition, as a cold, 
marked by sniffling: + had the sniffles alt day at work. 

snif-ter (snifftor) /‘sniftar/ n. [count] 1. a pear-shaped 
glass, narrowing at the top, to intensify the aroma of 
brandy, liqueur, etc. 2. informal. a very small drink of 
liquor. 

snig-ger (snig/ar) /'snigar/ v., 7. SNICKER. 

snip (snip) /snip/ v., snipped, snip-ping, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to cut or remove with a small, quick stroke with 
Scissors: fo snip a rose. —n. (count) 2. the act of snip- 
ping. 3. a small piece snipped off. 4. any small piece: 
bit. 5. Informat. a small, insignificant, or rude person. 

snipe (snip) /snayp/ n., ph snipes, (esp. when thought of 
as a group) snipe for 1; v., sniped, snip-ing. —n. 1. a 
bird, a long-billed sandpiper, living in marshy areas. —v. 
[~ + at + obj] 2. to shoot at individuals, esp. enemy 
soldiers, from a hidden or distant position. 3. to attack a 
person or a person’s work with mean or nasty criticism, 
esp. from a safe distance: constantly sniping at his efforts 
to improve things. —snip/er, n. (count): enemy snipers 
shooting from the forest. 
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snip-pet (snip/it) /'snipit/ n. [count] a small bit, scrap, 
or fragment: Snippets of information were coming in. 

snip-py (snip/é) /'snipiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. sharp or 
curl, esp. in an insulting or nasty way: a4 snippy answer. 
Often, snip/pe-ty (-i tē) /-itiy/. 

Snit (snit) /snit/ r. [count] a bothered or irritated state. 

snitch! (snich) /snitf/ v. [~ + obj) Informal. to steal. 

snitch’, Informal. —v. [no obj; (~ + on + obj)) 1. to 
become an informer; tell on others, as to the police, par- 
ents, etc.; tattle: He snitched on att his friends. —n. 
[count] 2. Also called snitch’er. an informer. 

sniv-el (sniv/al) /'snival/ v. [no obj), -eled, -ebbing or 
(esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. 1. to cry with sniffling: Stop 
sniveling about your problems. 2. to have a runny nose. 
—Sniv/el-er, n. [count] 

snob (snob) /snob/ n. [count] 1. one who tries to act like 
those higher in social rank or who admires such people 
too much and scorns others. 2. one who believes himself 
or herself to have superior tastes and is scornful of those 
with different tastes: an intelectual snob. —snob/berry, 
snob/bish-ness, n. [noncount] —snob/bish, adj. 
—snob/by, adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. 

Snoop (snoop) /snuwp/ Informal. —v. [no obj] 1. to go 
about in a sneaking way while trying to gain information: 
prowl; pry: always snooping around the office. —n. 
[count] 2. an act or instance of snooping. 3. Also, 
snoop/er. one who snoops. 

Snoot (sndot) /snuwt/ n. [count] Informal, 1. the nose. 2. 
a snob. 

snoot-y (sndo/te) /'snuwtiy/ adj., -iver, -est. Informal, 
acting like a snob; snobbish: snooty neighbors. 
—snoot/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

Snooze (sno0z) /snuwz/ v., snoozed, snooz-ing, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to doze; nap: snoozing on the couch. —n. 
[count] 2. a short nap. 

snore (snor, snōr) /snor, snowr/ v., snored, snor-ing, n. 
—v. [no obj] 1. to breathe during sleep with hoarse or 
harsh sounds: snoring so toudty he woke her up. —n. 
[count] 2. the act, instance, or sound of snoring. 
—snor’er, n. [count] 

snor-kel (sndr/kal) /'snorkol/ m. [count] 1. a tube with 
which a swimmer can breathe while moving face down at 
or just below the surface of the water. 2. either of the 
tubes on a submarine that reach above the surface of the 
water and allow a submarine to remain submerged by 
taking in air and venting gases. —v. [no obj) 3. to swim 
while breathing with a snorkel. —snor/kel-er, n. [count] 

snort (snort) /snort/ v. 1. [no obj] to force the breath vi- 
olently through the nose with a loud, harsh sound. 2. to 
express (contempt, anger, etc.) by a snort: [no obj]: 
snorted in disbelief. [used with quotations): “Ridiculous!” 
he snorted, “IIE never work.” 3. [no obj] to make sounds 
resembling snorts: The engine snorted. 4. Slang. to take 
(a drug) by inhaling: [no obj): snorting in the back room. 
[~ + obj): snorting cocaine. —n. [count] 5. the act or 
sound of snorting. 6. Slang. a quick drink of liquor: shot. 
7. Slang. a. an act or instance of taking a drug by inhalz- 
tion. b. the amount of drug inhaled. 

snot (snot) /snot/ n. 1. [noncount] Vulgar. mucus from 
the nose. 2. [count] Informal. a rudely disagreeable per- 
son, esp. a young person. 

snot-ty (snot/é) /'snntiy/ adj., -ti-er, -tikest. 1. rude, as 
by being disrespectful: a snotty answer. 2. full of snot. 

snout (snout) /snawt/ n. [count] 1. the part of an ani- 
mal’s head that contains the nose and jaws; muzzle. 2. 
anything that resembles an animal's snout in shape, etc.: 
the snout of the machine gun. 3. a person's nose, esp. 
when large or noticeable. 

snow (sno) /snow/ n. 1. a. [noncount] frozen water in 
the form of white flakes. b. [noncount) these flakes as 
forming a layer on the ground: How many inches of snow 
are there? c. [count] the fall of these flakes or a storm 
during which they fall: That was one of the heaviest 
snows we had. 2. [noncount] Slang. cocaine or heroin. 
3. [Noncount] white spots on a television screen caused 
by a weak signal. —v. 4. [no obj; it + ~] (of snow) to 
fall: Ht snowed heavily tast night. 5. (~ + obj; usually: be 

~-ed + in) to cover, block, etc., with or as if with 
snow: The town was snowed in by the storm. 6. [~ + 
obj] Slang. to deceive (someone) by insincere talk or 
false praises: He tried to snow his boss about why he was 
late. 7. snow under, [~ + obj + under] a. to cover with 
snow: The worst storm in a decade snowed the town un- 
der. b. to overwhelm: Ive been snowed under with alt 
this work. c. to defeat completely. 

snow:ball (sno/bdl’) /‘snow,bol/ n. (count) 1. a ball of 
snow pressed together, as for throwing. —v. 2. to (cause 
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to) grow or become larger, greater, etc., at an increasing 
rate: [110 Obj]: Soon a few small lies had snowballed into 
a huge scandal. [~ + obj]: to snowball a small family 
business into a mige enterprise. 

Snow-belt or Snow Belt (snd/belt’) /‘snow,belt/ n. 
[count; usually singular: the + ~] the northern parts of 
the U.S. that receive a great amount of snowfall. 

snow-bound (snd/bound’) /'snow,bawnd/ adj. shut in or 
prevented from moving by snow. 

snow-drift (snd/drift’) /‘snow,drift/ n. [count] a mound 
or bank of snow driven together by the wind: Mge snow- 
drifts ten feet in height. 

snow:-drop (snd/drop’) /'snow,drop/ n. [count] an early- 
blooming plant of the amaryllis family. 

snowefall (snō/fôl) /‘snow,fol/ n. 1. [count] a fali of 
snow. 2. the amount of snow at a particular place or in a 
given time: [count]: a five-inch snowfall. [noncount): ex- 
pecting five inches of snowfall tonight. 

snoweflake (sn0/flak’) /'snow,fleyk/ n. [count] one of 
the small crystals, flakes, or masses in which snow falls. 

snoweman (snd0/man’) /‘snow,mien/ n. [cont], pl. -men. 
a figure of a person made out of packed snow. 

snow-morbile (snō/mə bel’) /snowma,biyl/ nm, v., 
-biled, -bil-ing. —n. [count] 1. a motor vehicle with a re- 
volving tread in the rear and steerable skis in the front, 
for traveling over snow. —v. [no obj] 2. to operate or 
ride in a snowmobile. See -mMoB-. 

snowplow (snd/plou’) /‘snow,plaw/ n. [count] 1. an 
implement for clearing away snow from highways, etc. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to clear (an area) of snow using a 
snowplow: to snowplow the roads. 

snow-shoe (snd/shoo’) /'snow,fuw/ n., v, -shoed, 
-shoe-ing. —n. [count] 1. a frame shaped like a racket 
and attached to the shoe for walking on deep snow with- 
out sinking. —v. [no obj] 2. to walk or travel on snow- 
shoes. 

snowstorm (snō/stôrm/) /'snow,storm/ n. [count] a 
storm with a heavy fall of snow. 

snowesuit (snd/soot’) /'snow,suwt/ n. [count] a child's 
outer garment for cold weather, consisting of warm long 
pants and a jacket, often having a hood. 

snow’ tire’, n. [count] an automobile tire that gives in- 
creased traction On snow or ice. 

snowy (snd/é) /'snowiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of 
snow; covered with snow: a snowy winter day. 2. of the 
color of snow; white: His snowy hair. 
snub (snub) /snab/ v., snubbed, snub-bing, n., adj. —v. 
[~ + obj] 1. to treat with scorn, esp. by ignoring: He 
waved at her but she snubbed him and drove on by. —n. 
[count] 2. an act or instance of snubbing. —adj. [before 
a noun] 3. (of the nose) short and turned up at the tip. 4. 
blunt. 
snub/-nosed’, adj. 1. having a short, turned-up nose. 
2. having a blunt end: snub-nosed pliers. 
snuck (snuk) /snak/ v. a pp. and pt. Of SNEAK. 
snuff! (snuf) /snaf/ v. 1. to draw in (air) noisily through 
the nose so as to smell something: [~ + obj]: to snuff 
the air. [no obj): smiffing and puffing. 2. to examine by 
smelling, as an animal does; sniff: [no obj]: The dog 
stood up alertly and began smiffing. (~ + obj): The dog 
began snuffing the new baby. —n. 3. [count] an act of 
snuffing; a sniff. 4. [noncount] a preparation of tobacco, 
powdered and taken into the nostrils by inhaling. 
—Idiom. 5. up to snuff, [noncount) Informal. a. up to 
a certain standard; satisfactory: Her work is not up to 
snuff. b. Brit. not easily imposed upon; shrewd; sharp. 
snuff? (snuf) /snaf/ n. [count] 1. the burned portion of a 
candlewick. —v. 2. snuff out, a. to extinguish (a flame), 
as by pressing: [~ + out + obj): to snuff out the can- 
dies. [~ + obj + out): to snuff the candles out. b. to 
suppress; crush: [~ + out + obj]: The dictator smiffed 
out any opposition. [~ + obj + out): to smiff opposition 
out. c. Slang. to kill or murder: [~ + out + obj): to snuff 
out any infortners in the mob. [~ + obj + out): to smuiff 
thein out. —snuff/-er, n. (count) 
snuf-fle (snuffal) /‘snafol/ v., -fled, -fling, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj) to draw the breath or mucus noisily through the 
nose: snuffling and blowing his nose. 2. [no obj] to 
whine; snivel: Al first he cried but gradually he began to 
snuflle and then stopped. 3. to say, or speak in a snuffle 
or a nasal tone: [~ + obj]: snuftled a few remarks. [used 
with quotations]: “I don't want to go to Auntie’s house,” 
he snuffled. —n. [count] 4 an act or sound of snuffling. 
5. the snuffles, [plural] snirfte (def. 3). —snuf/fler, n. 
—snuf/fly, adj. 
snug (snug) /snag/ adj, snug-ger, snug-gest. v., 
snugeed, snue-ging, adv., n. —adj. 1. warmly comforta- 
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ble or cozy: a smug little house. 2. fitting closely or 
tightly, such as a piece of clothing: a smig sweater. —v. 
[110 obj] 3. to lie closely or comfortably; nestle. —adv. 4. 
in a snug manner: That dress fits too smig. —n. [count] 
5. Brit. a small room in a tavern, as for private parties. 
—snug’ly, adv.: dressed smigly to play in the snow. 

snug-gle (snug/al) /‘snagal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. [no 
obj] 1. to lie or press closely, as for comfort or from af- 
fection: They snuggled under the covers before drifting 
off to sleep. [~ + up): The child smiggted up to his 
mother. —n. [count] 2. the act of snuggling. 

so (sd) /sow/ adv. 1. (after having shown or described 
something) in the manner indicated or understood: Do it 
so. 2. (after a story or description of something) in that 
or this manner; thus: o it turned out. 3. in the condition 
just mentioned: /t is broken and has tong been so (= It 
has long been broken.) 4. (when the speaker and lis- 
tener are aware of the circumstances) to the extent indi- 
cated; to such a degree or amount: Do not walk so fast. 
5. very or extremely: Im so happy. 6. very greatly: My 
head aches so! 7. (used before an adverb or an adverbial 
clause and followed by as) to such a degree or extent; as: 
So far as I know, she has always been trustworthy. 8. 
having the purpose of: a speech so commemorating the 
victory. 9. hence; therefore; for that reason: She was ill, 
and so stayed home (= and because she was ilt, she 
stayed home). 10. (used after a clause or statement, and 
before a subject and auxiliary verb, to express strong 
emphasis or agreement with the clause or statement) 
most certainly: / said | would come, and so I will. “You've 
forgotten your hat.”—"Ah, yes, so I have.” 11. (used to 
contradict a previous statement, often with special stress) 
indeed; truly; too: "You weren't at the party last night.” 
—"! was sol” 12. (used after a clause, and before an 
auxiliary verb and its subject, to suggest that the same 
thing is to be done as in the first clause) also; likewise or 
correspondingly; too: If he is going, then so am I. 13. in 
such manner as to follow or result from: As he learned, 
so did he teach. 14. in the way that follows; in this way: 
The audience was seated, and so the speech began. 15. 
in such way as to end in: So live your life that old age will 
bring you no regrets. 16. then; after that; subsequently: 
So, shortly afterward, Alice met the queen. —conj. 17. [~ 
(+ that] in order that: He wore warm clothes so he 
wouldn't be cold in the winter snows. 18. with the result 
that: He wasn't feeling well so he went to lie down on the 
couch. —pron. 19. such as has been stated: to be good 
and stay so. 20. something that is about or near the per- 
sons or things in question, as in number or amount: Of 
the original twelve, five or so remain. —interj. 21. (used 
as to show surprise, shock, etc., according to the situa- 
tion): So, it’s Mr. Holmes! At last we meet! (= Surprise or 
joy). “Come on, get up, the company’s here.’— “So?” (= 
indifference). —adj. [be + ~] 22. true as stated or re- 
ported: Say it isn't so. Usage. The words so and very are 
sometimes used similarly: Everything is very expensive. 
Everything is so expensive. If a clause beginning with that 
follows, so is used, not very Everything is so expensive 
that families cannot afford the necessities. 

soak (sok) /sowk/ v. 1. to (cause to) become thoroughly 
wet or filled with water or other liquid: [no obj]: The 
clothes were left to soak in the soapy water. [~ + obj]: I 
soaked my aching arm in ice water to kill the pain. 2. [no 
obj] to pass, as a liquid, through pores, holes, or the 
like: Rain soaked through the roof. 3. [~ + obj] to wet 
thoroughly: The floods soaked the nig and ruined it. 4. 
to remove by or as if by soaking: [~ + obj + out]: to 
soak a stain out. [~ + out + obj): to soak out a stain. 5. 
[~ + obj] Slang. to overcharge: shopkeepers soaking the 
tourists, 6. soak in, [no obj] to penetrate the mind or 
feelings: The lesson didn't soak in. —n. 7. [count] the act 
or state of soaking, or the state of being soaked. 8. 
[noncount] the liquid in which anything is soaked. 9. 
[count] Slang. a heavy drinker. 

so/-and-so’, n., pi. so-and-sos. 1. [noncount] a person 
or thing not definitely named: to gossip about so-and-so. 
2. [count] (used to refer to a disagreeable person, in- 
stead of using a more offensive word): those so-and-sos 
at the computer store! 

soap (sop) /sowp/ n. 1. [poncount] a substance used for 
washing, made by treating a fat with an alkali: a new bar 
of soap. 2. [count] Informal. Also, Soaper. SOAP OPERA. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to rub, lather, or treat with soap: He 
soaped his arms and legs and then rinsed off. —Idiom. 
4. no soap, [noncount] Informal. (used to show that a 
proposal, plan, etc., is not acceptable): “We want a raise 
and a promotion.”—"“No soap.” —soap/ieness, n. [non- 
count] —soap/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 
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soapbox or soap box (sop/boks’) /'sowp,bnks/ n. 
[count] a stand or platform, such as one set up on a 
street, from which a speaker delivers a speech or political 
comment. 

soap’ op/er-a (op/ar a, op/ra) /'Ðpərə, 'npro/ n. (connt] 
a radio or television series presenting the lives of many 
interconnected characters in an often melodramatic way. 

soap-suds (sop/sudz’) /'sowp,sadz/ n. [plural] suds 
made with water and soap. 

soar (sOr, sor) /sor, sowr/ v. [no obj) 1. to fly upward, 
such as a bird. 2. to rise to a higher or more exalted 
level: His hopes soared. —n. [count] 3. an act or in- 
stance of soaring. 

sob (sob) /snb/ v., sobbed, sob-bing, n. —v. 1. [no obj) 
to weep with a catching of the breath or in sudden, short 
gasps: She sobbed at the news. 2. (~ + obj] to put or 
send (oneself) by sobbing: fo sob oneself to sleep. 3. to 
say with sobs: [~ + obj]: to sob an answer. (used with 
quotations]: “I want her back!” he sobbed. —n. [count] 
4. the act of sobbing, or a sound suggesting this: The 
baby let out a few more sobs, then fell asleep. 

S.0.B. or SOB, (sometimes l.c.) Slang. an abbreviation 
of: son of a bitch. 

so-ber (sd/bar) /‘sowbar/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. not 
drunk: One partygoer, the designated driver, stayed so- 
ber and drove everyone home. 2. quiet, sedate, or sol- 
emn: a serious, sober couple. 3. not flashy or showy, 
such as clothes; dull or subdued: sober clothes: a gray 
suit, white shirt, and dark tie. 4. free from exaggeration: 
sober facts. —v. 5. sober up, to (cause to) become free 
of effects of too much alcoholic liquor: [~ + obj + up): 
He thought a cup of coffee would sober him up. [~ + up 
+ obj): coffee to sober up the merryinakers. (no obj): 
tried to sober up by drinking some coffee. —so/ber-ly, 
adv. —so/bereness, n. [noncount] 

so-ber-ing (sO/bar ing) /‘sowborin/ adj. causing a feel- 
ing of seriousness, thoughtfulness, or worry: His sobering 
words reminded everyone not to celebrate too early. 

so-bri-e-ty (sa bri/i tē, sō-) /so'brayitiy, sow-/ n. [non- 
count) the state or quality of being sober. 

so-bri-quet (sō/bri ka’, -ket’, sO/bri ka’, -ket/) /'sow- 
bri,key, -,ket, sowbri'key, -'ket/ n. [count] a nickname. 

-SOC-, root. -soc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “partner; comrade.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASSOCIATE, ASSOCIATION, DISASSOCIATE, SO- 
CIAL, SOCIALIZE, SOCIETY, SOCIO-, UNSOCIABLE. 

Soc. or soc., an abbreviation of: 1. society. 2. sociology. 

so/-called’, adj. [before a noun] 1. called or designated 
thus: the so-called Southern bloc. 2. incorrectly called or 
styled thus: Her so-called friends are the ones who 
tempted her to use drugs. 

soc-cer (sok/ar) /'sokor/ n. [noncount) a form of football 
played by two !!-member teams, in which the ball may 
be kicked or bounced off any part of the body but the 
arms and hands: /n soccer only goalkeepers may use 
their hands to play the ball. 

so-ciasble (sd/sha bal) /'sowJobal/ adj. 1. glad to asso- 
ciate with others; companionable: a sociable couple who 
enjoy parties. 2. marked by agreeable companionship: a 
sociable evening. —so-ciasbiliety (sd’sha_ bili tē) 
/sowfa'bilitiy/ n. (noncount] —so/cia-bly, adv. See 
-SOC-. 

so-cial (sd/shal) /‘sowJol/ adj. 1. of or relating to friendly 
companionship or relations: a social club. 2. friendly or 
sociable: a social personality. 3. living in companionship 
with others rather than in isolation: Humans are social 
animals. 4. (often: before a noun] of or relating to hu- 
man society, esp. when it is divided into classes accord- 
ing to status: the social classes of the Middle Ages in Eu- 
rope. —n. [count] 5. a social gathering esp. of or given 
by an organized group: a church social. —so/cial-ly, 
adv. See -soc-. 

so’cial disease’, n. [count] a venereal disease. 

so-cial-ism (sō/shə liz’am) /'sowfa,lizom/ n. [noncount] 
a theory or system of social organization in which the 
means of production and distribution of goods are 
owned and controlled by groups or by the government. 
See -soc-. 

so-cial-ist (sō/shə list) /'sowfəlist/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son believing in socialism. —adj. 2. of or relating to so- 
cialism: calling for a socialist society. —so/cial-is/tic, 
adj. See -soc-. 

so-cial-ite (sd/sha lit’) /‘sowfa,layt/ n. [count] a socially 
important or well-known person. See -soc-. 

so-cial-ize (sd/sha liz’) /‘sowfo,luyz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to make fit for life in companionship 
with others: the problems of socializing a two-year-old 
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child, 2. [no obj) to associate sociably with others: The 
child needs to have some friends to socialize with. 3. {~ 
+ obj) to make socialistic: to socialize medicine. —so- 
Cial-ieza-tion (so’sha li zā/shən) /sowfəl'zeyfən/ n. 
Inoncount): the difficult process of child socialization. See 
-SOC-. 

so/cialized med/icine, n. [noncount] a system to 
provide a nation with medical care through government 
payments and regularization of services. 

so/cial sci/ence, n. 1. [noncount] the study of society 
and social behavior. 2. [count] a field of study, such as 
history or economics, dealing with society or social activ- 
ity. —so/cial sci’entist, n. [count] 

so/cial secu/rity, n. [noncount] 1. (often: Social Sec- 
rity] a program of old age, unemployment, health, disa- 
bility, and survivors’ insurance maintained by the U.S. 
government through employer and employee payments. 
2. any public program providing for economic security 
and social welfare. 

so/cial work’, n. [noncount] any organized service or 
activity to improve social conditions in a community, 
such as assistance to troubled families. —so/’cial work/- 
er, n. (count) 

so-ci-e-ty (sa si/i tē) /sə'sayıtiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount] human beings thought of as a group and 
viewed as members of a community: the evolution of so- 
ciety. 2. a highly structured system of human organiza- 
tion for a large-scale community: [noncount]: a look at 
American society. [count]: They studied societies of an- 
cient Egypt and Greece. 3. [count] a group of people as- 
sociated together for religious, cultural, scientific, or 
other purposes: an Irish-American cultural society. 4. 
[noncount] the social life of wealthy, well-known, or fash- 
ionable persons, or the class of these people: people in 
high society. —adj. [before a noun] 5. of or relating to 
elegant society: a society photographer. —so-ci-e-tal 
(sa sifi tl) /so'sayitl/ adj.: the societal pressure put on 
teenagers to succeed. See -soc-. 

SOCIO-, prefix. socio- is attached to roots and sometimes 
words and means “social; sociological; society”: socio- + 
economic ~ socioeconornic; socio- + -metry 7 sociom- 
etry (= social Statistics). See -soc-. 

SO-Ci-0-eC-O-noMsiCc (sd/sé ō eka nonvik, -ē/kə-, sõ- 
shē-) /sowsiyow,eko'nomik, -,iyko-, ,sowfiy-/ adj. of or 
relating to the combination of social and economic fac- 
tors. See -soc-. 

SO°Ci-Ol-O-gy (Sd/sé Ola jé, sō/shē-) /sowsiy'nladziy, 
isowsiy-/ n. [noncount] the science or study of human 
society. —so-ci-o-logsiccal (Sō/sē ə loj/i kəl, sd’shé-) 
/sowsiya'lod3ikal, ,sowJiy-/ adj. —so/ci-ol’o-gist, n. 
[count] See -soc-, -LOG-. 

SO-cirO-path (sd’sé ə path’, sd/shé-) /‘sowsiya,px0, 
‘sowfiy-/ n. [count] a person, such as a psychopath, 
whose behavior is antisocial and who lacks a sense of 
moral responsibility or social conscience. See -soc-, 
-PATH-. 

sock’ (sok) /spk/ n. [count], pl. socks or sometimes, 
sox. a short stocking usually reaching to the calf. See il- 
lustration at CLOTHING. 

sock? (sok) /snk/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to hit hard: She socked 
him in the jaw. 2. sock away, to put into savings or re- 
serve: [~ + away + obj]: socked away sorne money for 
an emergency. [~ + obj + away]: to sock money away. 
3. sock in, [~ + in + obj) to close up, as an airport, or 
ground (an aircraft): A heavy fog had socked in the whole 
air base. —n. [count] 4. a hard blow. 

sock-et (sokit) /'sokit/ n. [count] a hollow part that 
contains or fits into another part: a socket for a light 
bulb. 

sod (sod) /snd/ n., v., sod-ded, sod-ding. —n. 1. [count] 
a section cut or torn from the surface of grassland, con- 
taining the matted roots of grass. 2. [noncount] the sur- 
face of the ground, esp. when covered with grass; turf. 
—v. {~ + obj) 3. to cover with sods or sod. 

so-da (s0/da) /'sowda/ n., pl. -das. l. soba PoP: [non- 
count): doesn't drink soda. [count]: How many sodas did 
you drink? 2. SODA WATER. 3. [count] a drink made with 
soda water and flavored syrup: an ice-creain soda. 4. 
[noncount] sodium: carbonate of soda. 

so’da crack/er, n. [count] a thin, crisp cracker made 
with a yeast dough containing baking soda. 

so/da foun/’tain, n. [count] a counter, as in a restau- 
rant, at which sodas, ice cream, etc., are served. 

so/da pop’, n. [noncount] a carbonated, flavored, and 
sweetened soft drink: sorne cherry soda pop. 

so/da wa’ter, n. (noncount] 1. water charged with car- 
bon dioxide. 2. SODA Pop. 
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sod-den (sod/n) /'sndn/ adj. soaked and made heavy 
with liquid or moisture; saturated. —sod/densly, adv. 

so-dieum (s0/dé am) /‘sowdiyany n. [noncount] a soft, 
silver-white, chemically active metallic element that oc- 
curs naturally only in combination. 

so/dium bicar’bonate, n. (noncount] a white powder 
used chiefly as an antacid, a fire extinguisher, and to 
make dough or batter rise in baking. Also called bicar- 
bonate of soda, baking soda. 

sod-omrey (sod’a mē) /'sndomiy/ n. [moncount) anal or 
oral copulation, esp. with a member of the same Sex. 
—sod-omite- (Sod’9 mit’) /‘snda,mayt/ n. [count] 

so-fa (sō/fə) /'sowfa/ n. [count], pl -fas. a long uphol- 
stered couch with a back and two arms or raised ends. 
See illustration at APARTMENT. 

so’fa bed’ or so’faebed’, n. [count] a sofa that can 
be converted into a bed. 

soft (soft, soft) /soft, soft/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, interj. 
—adj. 1. giving in easily to touch or pressure: a soft pil- 
low. 2. relatively easy to bend, crush, or cut, such as 
metal or wood: a soft lead pencil. 3. smooth and pleas- 
ing to the touch; not rough: sof skin. 4. pleasant or 
comfortable: a soft chair. 5. low or subdued in sound: 
soft music. 6. not harsh or unpleasant to the eye: soft 
fight. 7. not hard or sharp: soft outlines. 8. gentle or 
mild: soft breezes. 9. not sturdy; delicate: Wash soft fab- 
rics by hand. 10. not harsh or severe, such as a de- 
mand: soft dernands by the union. 11. SOFT-HEARTED: 
You're too soft with your dog. 12. undemanding; easy, 
comfortable, etc.: He has a soft job. 13. weak, spiritless, 
etc., as from lack of challenge: We've grown soft with alt 
these modern conveniences. 14. (of water) mostly free 
from mineral salts that interfere with the action of soap. 
15. (of paper money or a money system) not supported 
by sufficient gold reserves: /n those days the ruble was 
soft currency and the dollar was hard currency. 16. soft- 
core. 17. not the worst type; not quite so bad or harmful 
as others: soft drugs like tnarijuana, not hard ones like 
cocaine. 18. (of c and g) pronounced as in cent and 
gem. 19. foolish or stupid: soft in the head. —adv. 20. 
in a soft manner. —interj. Archaic. 21. be quiet! hush! 
22. not so fast! stop! —-Idiom. 23. be soft on, [be + 
~ + on + obj] a. to be foolishly in love with: He's soft 
on his piano teacher. b. to be too permissive with (some- 
thing thought of as dangerous or threatening): sof on 


crime. —soft/ly, adv: She rubbed his back softly. 
—soft/ness, n. [noncount): the silky softness of her 
Skin. 


soft-ball (sdft7bdl’, soft/-) /'səft bəl, 'snft-/ n. 1. [non- 
count) a form of baseball played on a smaller playing 
field with a larger and softer ball: two games of softball. 
2. [count] the ball itself: They brought two softballs to the 
garme. 

soft/-boiled/, adj. (of an egg) boiled in the shell until 
the yolk and white are only partially set. 

soft’ coal’, n. BITUMINOUS COAL. 

soft/-core/, adj. sexually stimulating without being too 
obvious: soft-core pornography. Compare HARD-corE (def. 
2). 

soft’ drink’, n. [count] a beverage that is not alcoholic 
and is usually carbonated, such as ginger ale. 

soft-en (s0/fan, sof/an) /‘sofan, 'snfon/ v., to (cause to) 
become soft or softer: [~ + obj]: moisturizing cream to 
soften the skin. [no obj}: His normally gruff voice soft- 
ened when he saw that the child was afraid. —soft/- 
emer, n. [count] 

soft/-heart/ed, adj. very sympathetic or responsive; 
generous or too generous in spirit; easily giving in. 

soft’ pal’ate, n. palate (def. 1). 

soft’-ped/al, v. [~ + obj], -aled, -abing or (esp. Brit.) 
-alled, -al-ling. to attempt to make (something) appear 
less obvious or objectionable; downplay: When the sales- 
man saw their interest, he soft-pedaled the high price of 
thre Car. 

soft’ sell’, 1. (court; usually singular] a method of ad- 
vertising or selling that is quietly persuasive, indirect, and 
sophisticated (opposed to hard self). 

soft’ soap’, n. [oncount) appealing talk that per- 
suades someone; flattery. 

soft-ware (soft/war’, soft/-) /'soft,wear, 'snft-/ n. [non- 
count; used with a Singular verb] 1. programs for direct- 
ing a computer or processing electronic data (distin- 
guished from hardware). 2. any material requiring the 
use of equipment, esp. audiovisual material such as film, 
tapes, or records. 

soft-wood (soft/wood’, soft/-) /'soft, wud, 'snft-/ s. 1. a. 
[noncount] any wood from a cone-bearing tree. b. 
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[count] a tree providing such wood. —adj. [before a 
noun) 2. of or relating to sottwood. 

soft-y or soft-ie (sof/té, sof/-) /'softiy, 'sof-/ n. [count], 
pl. -ties. Informal. 1. one easily stirred to emotions: a 
stern man who turned out to be a softy at heart. 2. a 
weak or foolish person. 

soggy (sog’é) /'sngiy/ adj., -giver, -givest. 1. thoroughly 
wet: My clothes were soggy from the sudden rain. 2. 
damp and heavy, such as poorly baked bread. —sog/gir 
ness, n. [noncount) 

soil! (soil) /soyl/ n. (moncount] 1. the portion of the 
earth's surface made up of humus; earth: Farmers were 
at work tilling the soit for thousands of years. 2. a coun- 
try, land, or region: longing to set foot on his native soil. 
3. any environment that encourages growth. 

soil? (soil) /soyl/ v. 1. to (cause to) become dirty: [~ + 
obj}: The baby had soiled her diapers. [no obj): These 
white clothes soil too easily. —n. [noncount) 2. the act or 
fact of soiling, or the state of being soiled. 3. a spot or 
Stain: The detergent gets rid of soil and stains. 

soi-ree or Soirée (swa ra’) /swa'rey/ n. [count], pl. 
-rees or -rées an evening party or social gathering. 

so-journ (n. sdo/juirn; v. also so jurn’) / n. 'sowd33rn; v. 
ælsn sow! d33rn/ n. [count] 1. a temporary stay: a week's 
sojourn in Paris. —v. [no obj} 2. to stay temporarily: We 
sojourned at the beach for a month. See -Jour-. 

-sola-, root. -sola- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “soothe.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CONSOLATION, CONSOLE, DISCONSOLATE, INCONSOLABLE, 
SOLACE. 

sol-ace (sol/is) /‘solis/ n. 1. [noncount] comfort in sor- 
row or misfortune: some solace in knowing that her 
death was instantaneous. 2. [count] a source of comfort. 
See -SOLA-. 

so-lar (s0/lar) /'sowlər/ adj. 1. of or relating to the sun: 
solar phenomena. 2. coming from the sun: solar radia- 
tion. 3. determined by the sun: a solar hour. 

so/lar cell’, n. [count] a device that changes energy 
from the sun into electrical energy. 

so/lar en’ergy, n. (noncount] energy derived from the 
sun in the form of solar radiation. 

so-lareitum (sə lar’é am, so-) /sa'leariyom, sow-/ n. 
[count], ph -lareieums, -larisa (-lar7é ə) /-'leariya/. a 
glass-enclosed room or porch exposed to the sun's rays: 
While he was recovering in the hospital he spent time in 
the solarium. 

so/lar sys’tem, n. (count; usually: the + ~] the sun 
and all the planets and other bodies that revolve around 
it. 

sold (sdld) /sowld/ v. pt. and pp. of sett. 

sol-der (sod/ar) /'sndor/ n. [noncount) 1. a soft, metallic 
substance that is melted and applied to a point where 
metal objects meet, in order to unite them without heat- 
ing the objects to the melting point. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
join (metal objects) with solder. —sol/der-er, n. [count] 

sol-dier (sol/jar) /‘sowld3ar/ n. [count] 1. one who works 
or has worked in military service. 2. an enlisted person, 
as distinguished from a commissioned officer. 3. a low- 
ranking member of a crime organization. 4. a member 
of certain insect groups whose job is to defend the col- 
ony from invaders. —v. [no obj] 5. soldier on, to con- 
tinue forward in spite of difficulty or hardship; persist: He 
soldiered on and finally got his bachelor’s degree. 
—sol/dier-ly, adj. 

sole’ (sol) /sowl/ adj. [before a noun) 1. being the only 
one; only: the sole living relative. 2. belonging or relating 
to one individual or group and not to others; exclusive: 
sole right to the estate. —sole/ly, adv.: he did it solely 
through his own efforts. See -SOte-. 

sole? (sdl) /sowl/ n., v., soled, soling. —n. [count] 1. the 
undersurface of a foot. 2. the corresponding under part 
of a shoe or other footwear. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to furnish 
with a sole. 

sole? (sol) /sowl/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when thought of as 
a group) sole, (esp. for kinds or species) soles.1. a kind 
of edible flatfish having a hooklike snout. 2. the market 
name of any of various other flatfishes resembling the 
sole. 

-sole-, root. -sole- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “only; alone.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: DESOLATE, DESOLATION, SOLE, SOLILOQUY, SOLIP- 
SISM, SOLITAIRE, SOLITARY, SOLITUDE, SOLO. 

sol-e-cism (sol’a siz’am, sō/lə-) /'snla,sizam, 'sowlo-/ n. 
[count] 1. a nonstandard or ungrammatical usage, as 
unflaininable or they was. 2. any error, improper act, or 
inconsistency. 

solemn (sol’am) /'splam/ adj. 1. grave; not funny: sol- 
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emn remarks. 2. serious; earnest; sincere: solemn assur- 
ance that he would keep his word. 3. of a ceremonious 
character: a solemn occasion. 4. marked or observed 
with religious rites: a solemn holy day. —so-lemsni-ty 
(sa lem/ni tē) /so'lemnitiy/ n. Laoncount) —soVemn-ly, 
adv. 
sol-em-nize (solam niz’) /'splam,nayz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-nized, -niz-ing. 1. to observe with ceremony; make 
(something) solemn: fo solemmize the holy day. 2. to 
perform the ceremony of (marriage). 
so-le-noid (so/la noid’, sol’a-) /'sowla,noyd, 'splo-/_n. 
[count] a coil of wire that, when carrying current, mag- 
netically attracts a sliding iron core. —so/le-noi/dal, adj. 
solicit (sa lis/it) /sa'lisit/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to try to ob- 
tain by request; make a request for: to solicit aid from 
the United Nations. 2. [~ + obj] to ask (someone) for 
something: to solicit the committee for finds. 3. (no obj] 
to ask for business, as by selling or trading: No soliciting 
is allowed in this building. 4. to offer to have sex with 
(someone) for money: [no obj]: The prostitute was ar- 
rested for soliciting. [~ + obj): to solicit the men outside 
the bar. —sovlic-i-ta-tion (sa lis/i tā/shən) /sa,list'teyfon/ 
n. (noncount): arrested for solicitation on the city streets. 
so-licsietor (sa lis/i tar) /sa'lisitar/ n. [count] 1. one who 
makes requests for something, as contributions. 2. an 
officer having charge of the legal business of a city, town, 
etc. 3. a British lawyer who advises clients and repre- 
sents them before the lower courts. 
so-lic-istous (sa lis/i tas) /sa'lisitas/ adj. anxious or con- 
cerned: She was solicitous about my health. —so-lic’i+ 
tous-ly, adv.: “Is everything to your liking?” the waiter 
asked Solicitously. 
sorlic-isttude (sə lis/i 
-tyuwd/ n. [noncount) 
deep concern. 
soleid (sol’id) /'solid/ adj. 1. having the interior com- 
pletely filled up: a piece of solid rock. 2. having the three 
dimensions of length, breadth, and thickness: A cube is a 
solid figure. 3. (of the parts that compose something) 
having firmness and sticking together: solid particles sus- 
pended in a liquid. 4. having no openings or breaks: a 
solid wall. 5. firm or compact in substance: standing on 
solid ground. 6. dense, thick, or heavy in nature or ap- 
pearance: a solid cloud of smoke. 7. firm in makeup; 
substantial: can eat solid food now. 8. without separa- 
tion; continuous: a solid row of high-rise buildings. 9. se- 
rious in character: solid scholarship. 10. highly compe- 
tent or skilled: a solid musician. 11. [before a noun) 
whole or entire: one solid hour. 12. (before a noun) 
made up entirely of one substance or material: That ring 
is solid gold. 13. [before a noun] uniform in color or 
tone: a solid bine dress. 14. fully reliable or sensible: a 
solid citizen. 15. financially sound: a solid corporation. 
16. [before a noun) cubic: A solid foot contains 1728 
solid inches. 17. unanimous: a solid majority. —n. 
[count] 18. something solid. 19. a substance whose 
molecules are densely packed and that keeps its shape 
or form and does not flow or spread out. —so-lideiety 
(sə lid/i tē) /sa'lditiy/ n. [noncount] —sol’id-ly, adv. 
—sol/id-ness, n. [noncount] 
soleiedarei-ty (sol/i dar/i tē) /soli'dwritiy/ n. [noncount) 
agreement in attitude or purpose, as between members 
of a group: Our union went on strike in solidarity with the 
others. 
sovlid-i-fy (sa lid’a fi’) /sa'lida,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 
—v. 1. to (cause to) become solid; (cause to) be made 
into a hard or compact mass; change from a liquid or 
gaseous to a solid form: [no obj): Water solidifies and 
becomes ice. [~ + obj]: The concrete will solidify the 
foundation. 2. to unite firmly or consolidate: [no obj): 
The coalition must solidify and fight as one unit. [~ + 
obj): That leader can solidify the various groups of the 
country. —so-lid-i-ficca-tion (sə lid’a fi ka’shan) 
/sa,lidofi'keyfan/ n. [noncoung] 
sol/id-state’, adj. [usually before a noun] of or relating 
to electronic devices, such as crystals, that can control 
current without the use of moving or heated parts or vac- 
uum gaps. 
soliloquy (sa li/ə kwé) /sa'lilakwiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-quies. 1. a speech in a drama in which a character, 
alone or as if alone, reveals innermost thoughts. 2. the 
act of talking while or as if alone. See -SOLE-, -LOQ-. 
sol-ip-sism (solip siz’am) /‘solip,sizam/ n. [noncount] 
the theory that only the self exists. See -sote-. 
sol-i-taire (soli tar’) /‘soli,tear/ n. 1. [noncount) any of 
various card games for one person in which the cards 


tood’, -tyOdd’)  /sa'list,tuwd, 
the state of being solicitous; 


solemnize to some 


are arranged in patterns. 2. [count] a precious stone, 
esp. a diamond, set by itself, as in a ring. See -sote-. 

sol-i-tar-y (soli ter/ē) /‘soli,teriy/ adj.. n., pl. -tar-ies. 
—adj. 1. [before a noun) without companions; sole: a 
solilary passerby. 2. [before a noun] by itself; singular: 
one solitary house. 3. [before a noun] being the only 
one: a solitary exception. 4. avoiding the society of 
others: 4 solitary existence. 5. marked by the absence of 
companions: 4 solitary journey. 6. far away from others; 
secluded: a solitary cabin in the woods. —n. 7. [count] 
one who lives alone or in solitude. 8. [nonconnt) Also, 
solitary confinement. imprisonment without contact 
with another person: a few months in solitary. See -sote-. 

solitude (sol/i todd’, -tydod’) /'soli,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. 
[noncount] 1. the state of being or living alone; seclu- 
sion: She enjoyed some solitude after a busy day at 
work. 2. remoteness from habitations: He enjoyed the 
solitude of the woods. See -sote-. 

so-lo (sd/Id) /'sowlow/ n., pl. -los, adj., adv., v., -loed, 
-lo-ring. —n. [count] 1. a musical composition or a part 
for one performer with or without accompaniment. 2. 
any performance, such as a dance, by one person. 3. a 
flight in an airplane during which the pilot is unaccompa- 
nied: The pilot was ready for her first solo. —adj. 4. of, 
relating to, or being a solo. —adv. 5. on one’s own: 
alone: She's flying solo. —v. [no obj) 6. to perform or be 
a solo: fo solo before a hostile audience. 7. to pilot an 
airplane by oneself: felt ready to solo. —so/lo-ist, n. 
[count] See -sote-. 

solstice (sol/stis, sdl/-) /'solstis, 'sowl-/ n. [count] ei- 
ther of the two times a year when the sun is at its great- 
est distance from the equator, about June 21 or about 
Decr? 

sol-u-ble (sol/yə bal) /'splyəbəl/ adj. 1. capable of being 
dissolved or made into liquid: a sohıble powder. 2. capa- 
ble of being solved or explained: a soluble problem. —n. 
[count] 3. something soluble. —sol-usbil-iety (sol/ya bil/- 
i tē) /,splya'bilitiy/ n. Lnoncount] See -sotv-. 

soeluetion (sa ld0’shan) /sa'luwfan/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
act or process of solving a problem, or the state of being 
solved: No solution is possible for that problem. 2. 
[count] an answer to a problem. 3. a. [noncount] the 
process by which a gas, liquid, or solid is spread in a 
gas, liquid, or solid without chemical change: in solution. 
b. [count] a mixture of substances by this process. See 
-SOLV-. 

-solv-, root. -solv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “loosen; release; dissolve.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ABSOLVE, DISSOLVE, INSOLVENT, RE- 
SOLVE, SOLVE. 

solve (solv) /snlv/ v. [~ + obj], solved, solv-ing. 1. to 
find the answer or explanation for: to solve a puzzle. 2. 
to work out the answer or solution to (a mathematical 
problem): Solve the equation when x is equal to 3. 
—solv’a-ble, adj. —solv’er, n. [count] See -sotv-. 

solvent (sol/vant) /‘solvant/ adj. 1. able to pay all one’s 
debts: The company is solvent. 2. having the power of 
dissolving; causing solution. —n. [count] 3. a substance 
that dissolves another to form a solution: Water is a sol- 
vent for sugar. —soV/ven-cy, n. [noncomnt]: a question 
of fiscal solvency. See -sotv-. 

-som-, rool. -som- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “body.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CHROMOSOME, PSYCHOSOMATIC. 

So-marli (so ma/lé, sa-) /sow'maliy, sa-/ n., pl. -lis, -li. 
Also, So-masliean (so ma/lé an, -mal’yan) /sow'maliyan, 
-‘malyon/. 1. [count] a person born or living in Somalia. 
2. [noncount) the language spoken by many of the peo- 
ple of Somalia. —adj. 3. of or relating to Somalia. 

someber (son/bar) /'‘sombor/ adj. 1. dull in color or 
tone: a somber dress. 2. downcast; glum: a somber 
mood. 3. serious; grave: a somber expression on one’s 
face. Also, esp. Brit., som/bre. —som/ber-ely, adv. 

som-bre-ro (som brar’d) /som'brearow/ n. [count], pl. 
-ros. a broad-brimmed, tall-crowned hat of straw or felt. 

some (sum; wnstressed sam) /sam: unstressed sam/ 
adj. 1. [~ + singular count noun) being an unknown, or 
not specified one: Some person may object. We asked if 
there would be some adult present in the class. 2. [~ + 
plural noun] certain; a few but not all: Some days | slay 
home. 3. [~ + noncount noun) not specified in number, 
amount, etc.; a certain amount or part of, but not all of: / 
agree with you to some extent. Will you spend some time 
with your friends? 4. not specified but fairly large, great, 
or considerable in number, amount, degree, etc.: [~ + 
noncount noun): We talked for some time. [~ + plural 
noun): lve known her for quite some years now. 5. Infor- 


-some to soon 


mal. (used, esp. when stressed, to express irony or sar- 
casm, or that the next noun is unusual, remarkable, un- 
deniable, etc.: [~ + count noun): Some partner you 
turned out to be! That was some storm. (~ + plural 
noun): Those were some tough football players! [~ + 
noncount noun): There must be some work | can do. 
—pron. 6. a. [used in place of a plural noun] certain per- 
sons, individuals, etc., not specified: Some think he is 
dead. [~ + of the + plural noun): Some of the people 
think he is dead. b. [used in place of a noncount noun) a 
certain part or amount not specified: Sore is spoiled, 
but some is still good. [~ + of the + noncount noun): 
Some of the food is spoiled. 7. [used in place of a plural 
noun] an unspecified number, amount, etc., in addition 
to the rest: He paid a thousand dollars and then some. 
—adv. 8. [before a number] approximately; about: The 
building was some fifty stories high. 9. to some degree 
or extent: / like baseball sorme. ——Usage. The word 
SOME is used in sentences that are affirmative; the word 
ANY is used instead of some with negative phrases or in 
questions: Id like some milk. | don’t want any milk. 1 
never see any of my friends these days. Do you have any 
milk? But some can be used in questions when the an- 
swer is expected to be “yes”: Can I have some rinilk, 
please? 

-some’, suffix. -some is used to form adjectives with the 
meanings “like; tending to”: burden + -some 7 burden- 
some (= like a burden); quarrel + -some ~ quarrel- 
some (= tending to quarrel). 

-some?’, suffix. -some is used to form nouns with the 
meaning “a collection (of the number mentioned) of ob- 
jects’: threesome (= a group of three). 

some-bod:y (sum/bod/é, -bud/é, -bə dé) /'sam,bndiy, 
- badiy, -badiy/ pron., n., pl. -bod-ies. —pron. 1. some- 
one not known or specified: Maybe somebody will think 
of a better solution. There's somebody at the door. —n. 
2. This word may be used as a pronoun (with no article) 
Or as a count noun (with an article if singular) to mean “a 
person of some importance:” Aight now he may not 
seein special, but one day he'll be somebody. He wants 
to be a somebody, not a nobody. —Usage. As a pro- 
noun, SOMEBODY is used most often in affirmative sen- 
tences, while anyBooy is used in sentences with negative 
words and in questions: There's somebody at the door. 
There isn’t anybody at the door. Is anybody at the door? 
But Ssomesopy can be used in questions when the answer 
is expected to be “yes”: Can't somebody help ime? 

some-day (sum/da’) /'sam,dey/ adv. at an indefinite 
time in the future: Sormeday she'll be president. 

some-how (sum/hou’) /'sam,haw/ adv. 1. in some way 
not specified, apparent, or known: They knew that Some- 
how they would meet again. —Idiom. 2. somehow or 
other, in some way; somehow. 

some-one (sum/wun/, -wən) /'sam,wan, -won/ pron. 
some person; somebody: Our hosts arranged for some- 
one to incel us at the airport. —Usage. Like SOMEBODY, 
SOMEONE iS used most often in affirmative sentences, 
while ANYONE is used in sentences with negative words 
and in questions: There's someone at the door. There 
isn’t anyone at the door. Is anyone at the door? But 
SOMEONE Can be used in questions when the answer is ex- 
pected to be “yes”: Cant someone help me? 

some-place (sum/plas’) /'sam,pleys/ adv. somewhere: 
I'd like to go someplace different for our anniversary. 

som-er-esault (sum/ar solt’) /'‘samoar,solt/ n. [count] 1. 
an acrobatic movement, either forward or backward, in 
which the body rolls end over end, making a complete 
revolution. 2. such a movement performed in the air as 
part of a dive, tumbling routine, etc. —v. [no obj] 3. to 
perform a somersault. Sometimes, som-er-set (sum/r- 
set’) /‘sam,r set/. 

some:thing (sum/thing’) /'sam,0in/ pron. 1. a certain 
thing not determined or specified: Something is wrong 
there. Tell me something; what do you think about this? 
2. (used with, or sometimes added to, a word referring to 
a number to indicate an additional amount, as of years, 
unknown, unspecified, or forgotten): We saw him thirty 
something years ago, | guess. 3. (used for hesitation, or 
to express that an idea or comment is not exact or com- 
plete): / was thinking of joining a health club or somie- 
thing. —n. [noncourt) 4. a person or thing of some im- 
portance or consequence: There's something to what you 
say. Look, you still have your health; that’s something, 
ist it? —adv. 5. in some degree; to some extent; some- 
what: / saw a bird that was something like a crow. 6. In- 
forinal. to a high or extreme degree: The kids started to 
act up sornething fierce! —Idiom. 7. something of, to 
some degree, extent, or amount: //e was always some- 
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thing of a troublemaker. Usage. The word SOMETHING is 
used in sentences that are affirmative, while the word AN- 
YTHING is used with negative phrases or in questions: / 
wish I had something to do. | don’t have anything to do. 
Do you have anything for me to do? But the word SOME- 

THING may be used in questions when the answer is ex- 
pected to be “yes”: Can't something be done to help me? 

some-time (sum/tim’) /‘sam,taym/ adv. 1. at some in- 
definite time: arrived sometime last week. 2. at an indefi- 
nite future time: Come to see us sometime. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 3. having been formerly; former: the 
sometime president. 4. being so only at times or to 
some extent: a sometime painter. 

somertimes (sum/timz’) /'sam,taymz/ adv. on some 
occasions; at times; now and then: Sometimes | walk to 
work. 

some-way (sum/wa’) /'sam,wey/ also some*-ways 
(sum/waz/) /'sam,weyz/ adv. in some way; somehow. 

somewhat = (sum/hwut’, -hwot⁄, = -wut’, -wot) 
/'‘sam,hwat, -,hwot, - wat, -,wot/ adv. in some measure 
or degree; to some extent: That defeat was sornewhat 
surprising. 

some-where (sum/hwar’, -war’) /'sam,hweor, -,weor/ 
adv. 1. in, at, or to some place unspecified or unknown: 
te left the book somewhere. 2. nearly; almost; in the 
neighborhood of; approximately: She's somewhere 
around 60 years old. 
somenamebuslism (som 
/som'nembys,lizom, som-/ n. 
nam/bu-list, n. [count] 

someno-lent (som/na lent) /'snmnolont/ adj. 1. sleepy; 
drowsy. 2. tending to cause sleep: a somnolent speech. 
—som/no-lence, 7). [poncount) 

son (sun) /san/ n. [count] 1. a male child or person in 
relation to his parents by birth, adoption, or marriage. 2. 
(used by an older person to address a younger male): 
“Well, son, here's the choice: jail or a fine,” the sheriff 
said. 3. a male person looked upon as the result of a 
particular agent or influence: sons of the soil. 

-son-, root. -son- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “sound.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: CONSONANT, DISSONANCE, DISSONANT, RESONANCE, RESO- 
NANT, RESONATE, RESOUND, SONAR, SONATA, SONIC, SONNET, 
SOUND, SUPERSONIC, ULTRASONIC, UNISON. 
so'nar (sO/ndar) /‘sownar/ n. 1. [noncount]) a method for 
locating underwater objects by sending out sound waves 
that reflect off an object and bounce back to the sensing 
device: They located the enemy submarine by sonar. 2. 
[count] the apparatus used in sonar: Are the Russian so- 
nars as good as ours? See -Son-. 
sonata (sə näta) /so'natod/ n. [count], pl. -tas. music 
written for a solo instrument or a small number of instru- 
ments, in three or four movements. See -Son-. 
song (sông, song) /son. snp/ n. 1. [count] a short piece 
of music for singing. 2. [noncount] the art or act of sing- 
ing; vocal music: a night of wine, women, and song. 3. 
[count] a patterned vocal sound produced by an animal, 
as by male birds, frogs, etc. —-Idfom. 4. for a song, at 
a very low price: / bought the rug for a song. See -Son-. 
songe-bird (song/bird’, song/-) /'son,bard, 'sog-/ n. 
[count] 1. a bird that sings. 2. Slang. a woman vocalist. 
sone-fest (song/fest, song’-) /‘sonfest, 'sng-/ n. [count] 
an informal gathering at which people sing songs. 
soneg-ster (song/ster, song’-) /'sonstor, 'sog-/ n. [count] 
1. a person who sings; a singer. 2. a writer of songs. 

sonsic (son/ik) /‘sonik/ adj. 1. of or relating to sound. 2. 
of or relating to a speed equal to that of sound in air at 
the same height above sea level. See -son-. 

son/ic boom’, n. [count] a loud noise caused by the 
shock wave made by an aircraft moving at supersonic 
speed. 
son/-in-law’, n. [count], pi. sons-in-law. the husband 
of one’s daughter. 

son-net (son/it) /‘sonit/ n. [count] a poem written in 14 
lines, with rhymes arranged in a fixed scheme: /lalian 
sonnets Nave a major group of cight lines followed by a 
minor group of six lines. See -Son-. 

soneny (sun/é) /‘saniy/ n. [sometimes: Sonny] (used by 
an older person to address a younger male, esp. a boy). 

so-no-rous (sa nor/as, -nōr/-, son/ar as) /so'noros, 
-'‘nowr-, ‘sonoros/ adj. 1. echoing with a deep sound; 
resonant: a sonorous cavern. 2. loud and deep-toned: a 
sonorous voice. 3. high-flown; very grand or fancy in 
speaking or in sound: a sonorous speech. —so-nor-irty 

(so nor/i tē, -nor/-) /sa'noritiy, -'nor-/ n. [rioncount) See 
-SON-. 

soon (soon) /suwn/ adv., -er, -est. 1. within a short pe- 


nam/bya liz/əm, 
SLEEPWALKING. 


som-) 
—som: 


705 


riod; before long: The frogs started their noise soon after 
dark. 2. promptly; quickly: Finish as soon as you can. 3. 
readily or willingly: / would as soon walk as ride. 
—Idiom. 4. sooner or later, sometime: eventually: 
Sooner or later you must face the tmth. 5. would or had 
sooner, [~ + verb (+ than + verb)] to prefer to: / would 
sooner stay home and watch TV (than go to that party). 
Compare RATHER (def. 7). 

soot (sddt, sdot) /sut, suwt/ n. [noncount] a black sub- 
stance produced during incomplete burning Of coal, etc., 
rising in tiny particles that stick to and blacken surfaces 
on contact: Black soot was shooting out of the chimneys. 
—soot’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est: sooty fireplaces. 

soothe (sooth) /suwòð/ v., soothed, sooth-ing. 1. [~+ 
obj] to offer comfort to; cause to be calm: to soothe 
someone with kind words. 2. to relieve the pain in or of 
(something): [~ + obj]: a lotion to soothe sunburned 
Skin. [no obj]: The lotion soothes as it heals. —sooth/er, 
n. [count] —sooth/ing, adj.: her quiet, soothing voice. 
—sooth/ing-ly, adv. 

sooth-say-er (sõoth/sā/ər) /‘suwO,seyar/ n. [count] a 
person who tells future events. 

SOP (sop) /snp/ n., v., sopped, sop-ping. —n. [count] 1. 
a piece of solid food, such as bread, for dipping in liquid 
food. 2. something, esp. a worthless thing, offered or 
done to keep another satisfied: He was offered a low- 
paying job as a sop for the humiliation he had suffered. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to dip in liquid food: to sop bread in 
gravy. 4. to drench: / was sopped by that sudden rain. 5. 
to take up (liquid) by absorption: [~ + up + obj): 1 
sopped up the gravy. [~ + obj + up): | sopped the 
gravy up with my bread. See soppine. 

SOP, an abbreviation of: Standard Operating Procedure; 
Standing Operating Procedure. 

-soph-, root. -soph- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “wise.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
PHILOSOPHER, PHILOSOPHY, SOPHISM, SOPHISTICATED, SOPH- 
ISTRY, SOPHOMORE, THEOSOPHY, UNSOPHISTICATED. 

soph-ism (sof’iz am) /'spfizam/ n. (count) a false argu- 
ment, esp. one designed only to show one’s cleverness 
in reasoning or in deceiving someone. See -sopn-. 

soph-ist (soffist) /‘snfist/ n. [count] one who reasons 
cleverly but not truthfully. See -sopH-. 

so-phis-ti-cate (so fis/ti kit, -kat/) /so'fistikit, -keyt/ n. 
[count] a sophisticated person. See -sopH-. 

so-phis-ti-cat-ed (so fis/ti ka/tid) /sa'fisti,keytid/ adj. 
1. worldly-wise; showing knowledge of the world: Sophis- 
licated travelers. 2. appealing to cultured tastes: sophis- 
ticated music. 3. complex; intricate: a sophisticated elec- 
tronic control systern. —so-phis-ti-ca-tionce (sə fis’ti ka/- 
shan) /sa,fisti'keyfan/ n. (noncount]: The sophistication 
of the child's drawing amazed everyone. See -sopH-. 

sophistry (sof’a stré) /'snfastriy/ n., pl. -ries. 1. [non- 
count) a clever, apparently sensible, but false method of 
reasoning. 2. [count] a false argument; sophism. See 
-SOPH-. 

soph-o-more (sofa môr’, -mdr/; soffmôr, -mor) 
/‘sofa,mor, - mowr; 'sofmor, -mowr/ n. [count] a student 
in the second year at a high school, college, or univer- 
sity. See -SOPH-. 

soph-o-mor-ic (sofas môr/ik, -mor/-) /,snfa'morik, 
-'mor-/ adj. 1. of or relating to sophomores. 2. intellec- 
tually conceited and immature: a sophomoric essay. See 
-SOPH-. 

sop-orrifsic (sop/a riffik, sō/pə-) /,snpa'rifik, ,sowpa-/ 
adj. 1. Also, sop/orrif/er-ous. causing sleep: a soporific 
dnig. —n. [count] 2. something that causes sleep, as a 
medicine or drug: slipped a soporific into her drink. 

sop-ping (sop/ing) /'snpin/ adj. very wet; drenched: My 
clothes were sopping after that rain. 

sop-py (sop/é) /'snpiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pivest. 1. soaked or 
drenched. 2. rainy: soppy weather. 3. foolishly emo- 
tional: a soppy TV drama. 

SO-pran-o (sə pran/o, -prä/nō) /so'pranow, -'pranow/ n., 
pl. -pran-os, adj. —n. [count] 1. the highest singing 
voice in women and boys. 2. a singer with such a voice. 
3. the musical part written for such a voice. —adj. 4. of 
or relating to a soprano; having the range of a soprano: 
a soprano saxophone. 

sor-bet (sôr ba’) /sor'bey/ n. a fruit or vegetable ice: 
[noncount): Raspberry sorbet is on the menu. [count]: Ill 
have a raspberry sorbet. 

sor-cersy (sôr/sə rē) /'sorsariy/ n. [noncount] the 
practices of one thought to have supernatural powers 
granted by evil spirits; black magic; witchcraft: The wizard 
used sorcery to change the girl into a mouse. —sor/- 
cer-er, n. [count] —sor/cer-ess, n. count] 
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soredid (sôr/did) /'sordid/ adj. 1. morally low; base; cor- 
rupt: a sordid life; a sordid business deal. 2. filthy; 
squalid: a sordid shin. —sor/did-ly, adv. —sor/did+ 
ness, n. [noncount] 

sore (s6r, sOr) /sor, sowr/ adj., soreer, sor-est, n., adv. 
—adj. 1. physically painful or sensitive, such as a wound 
or diseased part: a sore arm. 2. [be + ~] suffering bod- 
ily pain from wounds, bruises, etc.: Im sore all over frorn 
that heavy lifting we did yesterday. 3. [be + ~] suffering 
mental pain: sore at heart. 4. [before a noun) Causing 
great mental pain: a sore loss. 5. [before a noun) caus- 
ing very great misery or hardship: The team is in sore 
need of a new pitcher. 6. [be + ~ (+ at + obj)] an- 
noyed; irritated; angered: The boss is sore (at me) be- 
cause I lost her report. 7. causing annoyance or irrita- 
tion: Her accident with the car is a sore subject right 
now. —n. [count] 8. an irritated or infected spot on the 
body that is painful: His skin was covered with scaly 
sores. —adv. 9. Archaic. sorely. —sore/ly, adv.: The in- 
jured Star pitcher will be sorely missed by his teammates. 
—sore/ness, n. [noncount] 

sore-head (s6r/hed’, s6r/-) /'sor,hed, ‘sowr-/ n. [count] 
Informal. a bad-tempered person, esp. one who is angry 
at having lost a game, competition, etc.: Don’t be such a 
sorehead, they won fair and square. 

sor-ghum (sdr/gom) /‘sorgom/ n. [noncount] 1. a grass 
grown for food, bearing broad leaves and a tall stem hav- 
ing grain in a dense cluster. 2. the syrup made from this. 

so-roreiety (so rôr/i tē, -ror/-) /sa'roritiy, -'ror-/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. a society of women or girls, esp. in a 
college. 

sor-rel' (séral, sor’-) /‘soral, 'spr-/ n. 1. [oncount) light 
reddish brown. 2. [count] a horse of this color. 

sor-rel? (s6r/al, sor’-) /'soral, 'spr-/ n. [court] a plant of 
the buckwheat family, whose leaves are used as season- 
ing. 

sor-row (sor/6, sôr/ō) /'sprow, 'sorow/ n. 1. [noncount] 
distress caused by loss, disappointment, etc.: grief: the 
depth of her sorrow. 2. [count] a cause of grief, such as 
a misfortune: Too many sorrows crushed her Spirit. —v. 
[no obj] 3. to feel or express sorrow; grieve: / sorrow for 
you in this time of loss. —sor/row-ful, adj. —sor/row: 
fully, adv. 

sorery (sor/’é, sor/é) /'snriy, 'soriy/ adj., -ri-er, -rivest. 1. 
[be + ~] feeling regret, sadness, pity, etc.: [~ + to + 
verb (+ obj)): We are sorry to leave our friends. [= sb 
(that) clause): We are sorry (that) we have to leave. [= 
for + obj): He felt sorry for her (= He pitied her). 2. [be- 
fore a noun] in such bad condition as to be regrettable; 
Causing pity: This family is in a sorry situation. 3. (used 
to apologize): Did I bump into you? Sorry. 4. (used to 
ask someone who has spoken to repeat what was Said): 
"Sorry, | didn’t hear what you said.” —sorerisly (sor/a lē, 
sor/-) /'soraliy, 'sor-/ adv.: We limped sorrily home after 
our big loss. —sor/rieness, n. [noncount] 

sort (sort) /sort/ n. [count] 1. a particular kind, class, or 
group; type: There are many sorts of people. 2. charac- 
ter, quality, or nature: friends of a nice sort. 3. an exam- 
ple of something undistinguished; a type of: He is a sort 
of poet. 4. an instance of sorting: The cormputer can per- 
forin a fast sort on all the entries in your database. 5. a 
person (when referring to his or her character): With all 
his faults, he’s not a bad sort. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to ar- 
range or separate according to kind or class: to sort 
socks into matching pairs. 7. to place (a group of mixed 
objects, data, etc.) in order, as by number or alphabetical 
sequence: [~ + obj]: The cornputer is sorting the data- 
base now. [~ + through + obj]: to sort through the da- 
tabase. 8. sort out, a. [no obj] to evolve; turn out; re- 
sult: Wait and see how things sort out. b. to put in order: 
Clarify: [~ + obj + out]: trying to sort things out at 
home. [~ + out + obj): to sort out one’s problems. 
—Idiom. 9. of sorts, of a mediocre or poor kind: a 
tennis player of sorts. Also, of a sort. 10. out of sorts, 
a. annoyed, irritable, or depressed: feeling out of sorts. 
b. sick; ill; indisposed. 11. sort of, somewhat: rather; 
kind of: The book was sort of interesting, wasn't it? 
—sort/er, n. [connt] See -sort-. 

-sort-, root. -sort- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “kind; type; part.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CONSORT, CONSORTIUM, RESORT, SORT. 

sor-tie (sdr/té) /'sortiy/ nm, v, -tied, -tie-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a rapid movement of military forces in attack: 
Hundreds of sorties were flown from the aircraft carrier. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to go on a sortie. 

SOS (es/6/es/) /‘es,ow'es/ n. [count], pl. SOSs, SOS's. 1. 
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an internationally recognized distress signal, consisting of 
the letters SOS in Morse code. 2. any call for help. 

$0/-so’ or SO’ SO’, adj. 1. neither very good nor very 
bad; mediocre: a so-so relief pitcher. —adv. 2. fairly well; 
neither very well nor very badly: Things were going so-so 
at the tirne. 

sot (sot) /snt/ n. [count] a drunkard. —sot/tish, adj. 

sot-to vo-ce (sot/6 vO/ché) /'snt'ow vowtfiy/ adv. in a 
low, soft voice so as not to be overheard: She whispered 
sotto voce, “Don't look now, but I think we're being fol- 
lowed.” See -voc-. 

souf-flé (soo fla’, soo/fla) /suw'fley, 'suwfley/ n. [count] 
l. a light, puffed-up baked dish. —adj. 2. Also souf. 
fléed’. puffed up; made light, as by beating and cooking. 

sought (sot) /sot/ v. pt. and pp. of SEEK. 

sought/-af/ter, adj. greatly desired: 
wanted: a sought-after entertainer. 

soul (sdl) /sowl/ n. 1. [count] the principle of life, feeling, 
thought, and action in humans, thought of as something 
distinct or separate from the body; the spiritual part of 
humans: to have an immortal soul. 2. [count] the spirit 
of a dead person: to summon the souls of the dead. 3. 
[count] a person: brave souls. 4. [count] the essential el- 
ement, quality, or part of something: the soul of the Na- 
tive American people. 5. (court; usually: the + ~ + of 
+ obj] an excellent example of some quality: He was the 
very soul of tact. 6. [count] the seat or place of human 
feelings or emotions: She has the soul of an artist. 7. 
[noncount] deeply or strongly felt emotion, as is con- 
veyed by an artist: The painting has soul. 8. [noncount] 
(among African-Americans) shared ethnic awareness and 
pride. 9. sout music. —adj. [wsually: before a noun) 10. 
of or relating to African-Americans or their culture: Soul 
food is traditional black American food. —soul/less, adj. 

soul-ful (sdl/fal) /‘sowlfol/ adj. of or relating to deep 
feeling or emotion: looking up at him with soulful eyes. 
-—soul/ful-ly, adv. —soul fulness, n. [noncount) 

soul’ mus/ic, n. [moncount] music with roots in Afri- 
can-American gospel music. 

sound! (sound) /sawnd/ n. 1. [noncount) the sensation 
produced by vibrations that stimulate the nerves of the 
ear and can be heard: Sound travels at speeds slower 
than light. 2. [count] the particular effect produced by a 
certain source on one’s hearing: the sound of fire en- 
gines. 3. [count] a noise, a word or part of a word pro- 
duced by the voice, a musical tone, etc.: had trouble pro- 
nouncing the 6 and ä sounds in Swedish. 4. [count] a 
musical style characteristic of a certain group of perform- 
ers: the Motown sound. $5. [count; usually singular, usu- 
ally: the + ~ + of + obj) the quality of an event, letter, 
etc., as it affects a person: / don't like the sound of that 
report. 6. [count] the distance within which something 
can be heard: dozens of people within the sound of his 
voice. 7. [noncount) meaningless noise: all sound and 
fury. —v. 8. to (cause to) give off sound: [~ + obj): 
Sound the alarm. [no obj): The alarm sounded. 9. (not: 
be + ~-ing; ~ + adjective/like/as iffas though] to give a 
certain impression when heard or read: His voice 
sounded strange. The engine backfire sounded like a 
gunshot. That procedure sounds as if it will work. 10. [~ 
+ obj] to give forth (a sound): The oboe sounded an A. 
11. [~ + obj] to order by a sound: The bugle sounded 
retreat, 12. sound off, Informal. [no obj) a. to call out 
one’s name, as at a roll call. b. to call out the rhythm as 
one marches in formation. ¢. to speak frankly, indis- 
creetly, or too angrily: Quit sounding off about every- 
thing. 13. sound out, to pronounce (a sound of a lan- 
guage), esp. carefully: [~ + out + obj): to sound out the 
letters one after the other. [~ + obj + out): If you don't 
know the word, sound it out. —sound/less, adj. See 
-SON-. 

sound? (sound) /suwnd/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. free 
from injury, damage, or disease; in good condition; 
healthy: a sound body. 2. financially strong, secure, or 
reliable: a sound investuent. 3. sensible; valid: sound 
judgment. 4. of solid character; upright or honorable: 
sound values. 5. uninterrupted and untroubled; deep: 
woke up from a sound sleep. 6. vigorous, thorough, or 
severe: a sound thrashing. —adv. 7. deeply; thoroughly: 
She was sound asleep. —sound/ly, adv.: The team was 
soundly defeated. —sound/ness, 1. [noncount] 

sound? (sound) /sawnd/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to measure the 
depth of (water, a deep hole, etc.) by letting down a lead 
weight at the end of a line. 2. to ask for an opinion from 
(someone), by indirect ways: [~ + obj + out): Let's 
sound hint out about the reorganization plan. [~ + out 
+ obj): Always sourid out your spouse before buying 
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something expensive. 3. [no obj] to plunge downward or 
dive, such as a whale. —sound/ing, n. [count]: to take a 
sounding. 

sound’ (sound) /sawnd/ n. 1. a narrow passage of water 
between larger bodies of water or between the mainland 
and an island: [count]: long sounds along the coast. 
[used as part of a proper noun): Long Island Sound. 2. 
an inlet or arm of the sea: [count): a coastline of small, 
enclosed sounds. [used as part of a proper noun): Puget 
Sound. 

sound’ bar’rier, n. [noncount]) —-Idiom. break the 
sound barrier, to travel faster than the speed of sound. 

sound/ing board’, n. [count] 1. Also called sound- 
board. a thin plate of wood forming part of a musical in- 
strument, used to improve the power and quality of the 
tone. 2. one whose reactions serve as a measure of 
whether or not an idea will be acceptable to others: Her 
husband was her sounding board for the plan. 

sound-proof (sound/prodcf’) /‘sawnd,pruwf/ adj. 1. not 
allowing sound to pass through: a soundproof room. —v. 
[~ + obj) 2. to make (a room, etc.) soundproof. 
—sound/proof’ing, n. [noncount] 

soundtrack or sound track  (sound/trak’) 
/sawnd,trak/ n. [count] the sound recorded on a film, 
esp. music or voices. 

soup (scoop) /suwp/ n. 1. a liquid food made by simmer- 
ing vegetables, seasonings, and often meat or fish: [non- 
count): a bowl of hot chicken soup. (count): The restau- 
rant offers three soups today. 2. [noncount) Slang. a 
thick fog. —v. 3. soup up, Slang. to increase the power 
or top speed of (an engine, vehicle, or machine): [~ + 
up + obj}: to soup up a computer. [~ + obj + up): to 
soup it up by adding some new computer chips. 
—Idiom. [noncount] 4. from soup to nuts, from be- 
ginning to end. 5. in the soup, Slang. in trouble. 

SOUP*GON (sdop SON’, SOdp’sdN) /suwp'sS, 'suwpsod/ n. 
[count] a slight trace of something, as of a seasoning, a 
feeling, etc.; hint: a soupçon of suspicion. 

soup-y (sōō/pē) /'suwpiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. resem- 
bling soup. 2. very thick; dense: a soupy fog. 

sour (sour, souar) /saw®r, ‘sawor/ adj., -er, -est, n. 
—adj. 1. having an acid taste resembling that of vinegar; 
tart: Lemons taste sour. 2. made into an acid or acidlike 
substance by fermentation; fermented: sour milk. 3. re- 
sembling or suggesting something fermented: Some of 
the baby’s clothes have a sour smell. 4. distasteful or 
disagreeable; unpleasant: a few sour remarks. 5. cross; 
easily annoyed; peevish: a sour expression on his face. 
6. off-pitch; badly produced: a sour note. —n. [count] 7. 
a cocktail of whiskey and lime or lemon juice. —v. 8. to 
(cause to) become sour or rancid; spoil: [mo obj): The 
nulk soured in a few hours. [~ + obj): Poor refrigeration 
will sour stored milk. 9. to (cause to) become unpleasant 
or less friendly: (no obj]: Relations between us soured 
over the last few years. [~ + obj]: The war soured our 
relations. 10. [~ + obj (+ on + obj)) to make or cause 
to become bitter, unhappy, etc.: All those rejections had 
soured him (on ever getting another job somewhere). 
— Idiom. Informal. 11. go sour, [no obj) to become un- 
satisfactory; fail: Their marriage has gone sour. 12. go 
sour on, [~ + obj) to become enemies with; turn 
against: went sour on his family. —sour/ish, adj. 
—sour/ly, adv. —sour/ness, n. [noncount) 

source (sôrs, sors) /sors, sowrs/ n. [count] 1. any thing 
or place from which something comes or is obtained; or- 
igin: He is the source of most of the discontent in the of- 
fice. 2. the beginning or place of origin of a stream or 
river. 3. a book, person, document, etc., supplying esp. 
firsthand information: Good newspaper reporters always 
double-check their sources. 

sour-dough (sou°r/dō/, sou/ar-) /‘saw®r dow, 'sawor-/ n. 
1. [noncount] fermented dough, used to make bread 
rise, from one baking to the next. 2. [count] a prospector 
in Alaska or NW Canada. 

sour’ grapes’, n. [plural] pretended dislike for some- 
thing one wants but does not have. 

Sour-puSs (sou°r/pdds’, sou/ar-) /'saw®r,pus, 'sawor-/ n. 
[count] Informal. a grouchy, often unsmiling person. 

south (south) /saw0/ n. [count; singular; often: the + ~] 
1. one of the four main points of the compass, lying di- 
rectly opposite north. Abbr.: S 2. the direction in which 
this point lies. 3. a region or territory situated in this di- 
rection: Air attacks continued in the south. 4. the South, 
(in the United States) the general area south of Pennsyl- 
vania and the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi, 
made up mainly of those states that formed the Confed- 
eracy. —adj. 5. lying toward or situated in the south; pro- 
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ceeding toward the south. 6. coming from the south, as 
a wind. —adv. 7. to, toward, or in the south: The plane 
headed south. 

South’ Af/ri-can (af/ri kan) /efrikan/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to South Africa. —n. [count] 2. a person born or 
living in South Africa. 

south-east (south/ēst/; Nautical. sou/-) /sawO0'lyst: Nan- 
tical. ,saw-/ n. [count: singular; often: the + ~] 1. the 
point or direction midway between south and east. Abbr.: 
SE 2. a region in this direction. 3. the Southeast, the 
southeast region of the United States. —adj. 4. in, to- 
ward, or facing the southeast: a southeast course. 5. 
coming from the southeast: a southeast wind. —adv. 6. 
toward the southeast: sailing southeast. 7. from the 
southeast. —south/east/er-ly, adj., adv. —south/east’- 
ern, adj. 

south-east-er (south/ē/stər; Nautical. sou’-) / suwO'iyst- 
or; Nautical. ,saw-/ n [count] a wind or storm from the 
southeast. 

south-er (sou/thar) /‘sawdor/ n. [count] a wind or storm 
from the south. 

south-ersly (sutt/ar lē) /'sadorliy/ adj., adv. 1. toward 
the south: a southerly course; They turned southerly, 2. 
(esp. of a wind) coming from the south: a mild southerly 
wind; a wind blowing southerly. 

south-ern (suth/arn) /'sadarn/ adj. 1. lying toward, lo- 
cated in, or directed toward the south. 2. coming from 
the south, as a wind. 3. of or relating to the south. 4. 
[Southern] of or relating to the South of the United 
States. 5. being or located south of the equator: a south- 
ern constellation; the Southern Hemisphere. —n. [count] 
6. [often: Southern] SouTHERNER (def. 2). 

south-ern-er (suth’ar nar) /'sadarnar/ n. [count] 1. a 
native or inhabitant of the south. 2. [Southerner] a native 
or inhabitant of the southern U.S. 

south/ern lights’, n. [pira/| the aurora of the South- 
ern Hemisphere. 

south-paw (south’pd’) /‘saw®,po/ n. [count] Informal. 1. 
one who is left-handed. 2. a baseball pitcher who throws 
with the left hand. 

South’ Pole’, n. (proper noun; the + ~] the southern 
end of the earth’s axis. 

south-ward (south/ward; Nantical. suth/erd) /'saw0- 
word; Nautical. 'sadard/ adj. 1. moving, facing, or situ- 
ated toward the south. 2. coming from the south, as a 
wind. —adv. 3. Also, south’wards. toward the south: 
south. 

south-west (southwest; Nautical. sou/-) / sawO0'west: 
Nautical, saw-/ n. (count; singular; often: the + il | E 
the point or direction midway between south and west. 
Abbr.: SW 2. a region in this direction. 3. the South- 
west, the southwest region of the United States. —adj. 4. 
in, toward, or facing the southwest. 5. coming from the 
southwest: a southwest wind. —adv. 6. toward the south- 
west: sailing southwest. 7. from the southwest. 
—south’west/er-ly, adj., adv. —south’west/ern, adj. 

south-west-er (south/wes/tar; Nantical. sou’-) 
/ saw0'westor; Nautical. saw-/ n. [count] a wind or storm 
from the southwest. 

sou-vesnir (sd0/va nér’, sd0/va nér’) /suwvo'niar, 'su- 
wvo,ntor/ n. [Count] a small, inexpensive article given or 
kept as a reminder of a place one has visited, etc.: me- 
mento: The kids bought key chains as souvenirs of their 
trip to the Grand Canyon, See -vEn-. 

sov-er-eign (sov/rin, sov/ar in, suv/-) /'spvrin, 'spvarin, 
"sav-/ n. [count] 1. a monarch or other supreme ruler. 
2. a gold coin of the United Kingdom, equal to one 
pound sterling: Sovereigns went ont of circulation after 
1914, —adj. [before a nonn) 3. of or relating to a sover- 
eign or sovereignty; royal. 4. having supreme power or 
authority: the sovereign lord of the kingdom. 5. su- 
preme; foremost: sovereign power. 

sov-er-eign-ty (sov/rin tē, suv/-) /'spvrintiy, ‘sav-/ n. 
[noncount) the quality or state of being sovereign: a vio- 
lation of their sovereignty. 

SO-viret (sO/vE et’, -it, sō⁄^%vē et/) Msowviy,tt,  -tt, 
sowviy'et/ n. [count] 1. (in the former Soviet Union) a. 
a governmental council, part of a hierarchy of councils at 
various levels of government. b. a committee of workers, 
peasants, or soldiers during the revolutionary period. 2. 
any similar council in a socialist system of government. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. of or relating to a soviet. 

sow’ (sO) /sow/ v., sowed, sown or sowed, sow-ing. 1. 
to scatter (seed) over or on (land, etc.), for growth; plant: 
[~ + obj}: to sow seeds on the farm. [~ + obj}: to sow 
the farm with seeds. [no obj}: It was not quite time for 
sowing. 2. [~ + obj) to introduce, begin, or spread: 
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sowing distrust among his coworkers. —Idiom. 3. sow 
one’s wild oats, to behave in a reckless way, esp. by 
having many sexual partners due to youth and immatu- 
rity: to sow their wild oats before getting married. 4. sow 
the seeds of, [~ + obj] to cause (something, esp. 
something undesirable) to develop: to sow the seeds of 
hatred. —sow/er, n. [conni] 

sow’ (sou) /saw/ n. [cout] an adult female pig. 

SOX (soks) /snks/ n. a pl. of sock’. 

soy-bean (soi/bén’) /‘soy,biyn/ n. 1. [count] a bushy 
plant of the legume family, grown chiefly as feed for 
horses and cattle. 2. the seed of this plant, used for food 
and as a livestock feed: [noncount): He showed ns how 
to make hamburgers of soybean. (count): piles of SOy- 
beans. 

soy’ sauce’, n. [count] a salty, fermented sauce made 
from soybeans, used as a flavoring esp. in Oriental 
dishes. 

Spa (spa) /spa/ n. [count], pi. spas. 1. a mineral spring, 
or a place in which such springs exist. 2. a luxurious re- 
Sort. 3. a bathing facility, usually for more than one per- 
son. 

Space (spas) /speys/ n., v., spaced, spacing, adj. —n. 
1. [noncount] the three-dimensional area in which mate- 
rial objects are located: Events happen in time and 
Space, 2. extent or area or a particular extent of surface, 
such as a distance measured in a line between objects: 
[noncount}: We need more space to set up our equip- 
ment, [count]: wide spaces between the teeth. 3. [non- 
count] the place beyond the earth's atmosphere, where 
planets, stars, and galaxies are found; outer space: the 
future exploration of space. 4. {count] a place available 
for a particular purpose: We drove around the block look- 
ing for a parking space. 5. an area in which a person can 
sit, or a seat or room on a train, airplane, etc.: [non- 
count]: | saved space for 11s; come and sit here. [coung: 
| saved a space for us; sit here. 6. (count; usually singu- 
far] extent, or a particular extent, of time: Can we finish 
eating and be out of here in a space of two hours? 7. a 
blank area in text: [count]: Skip two spaces between each 
line of your writing. [nonconnt): Leave plenty of space at 
the margin. 8. [(noncount] an area or a time set aside for 
a specific use, such as advertising in a publication or on 
television. 9. [noncount] freedom or opportunity to ex- 
press oneself, fulfill one’s needs, etc.: Chitdren need Sup- 
port, but they aiso need their space. —v. 10. to set (i- 
tems) some distance apart from each other: [~ (+ ont) 
+ obj}: Space (ont) the desks evenly. [~ + obj (+ out)): 
to space the desks (out) so the students can't look at 
each others papers. 11. space out, [no obj} to become 
passively absorbed; stop paying attention or participat- 
ing: spacing ont in front of the TV. —adj. [before a noun) 
12. of, relating to, or suitable for use in outer space or 
deep space. 

space-craft (spas/kraft’) /'speys,kræft/ m. [count], pl. 
-crafts, -craft. a vehicle for travel beyond the earth's at- 
mosphere. 

spaced/-out’, adj. Slang. 1. dazed by narcotic drugs. 
2. dreamily out of touch with reality; disoriented or 
dazed: Because of jet-lag he felt spaced-ouit during most 
of the day. 

Spaceman (spas/man/’, -man) /'speysmaæn, -mən/ n. 
[Count], pl. -men. 1. an astronaut. 2. a visitor to earth 
from outer space; an extraterrestrial. 

space-ship (spas/ship’) /'speys,fip/ n. [count] a space- 
craft, esp. one that has a pilot or a crew. 

space’ shuttle, n. [count] [often: Space Shuttle] a 
spacecraft, or orbiter, that is launched by two rockets and 
can land and can be used again. 

space’ sta/tion, n. [cont] a satellite orbiting the 
earth, supporting a crew and used for assembling and 
serving other spacecraft, for observation and research, 
elc. 

space-suit (spas/soot’) /'speys,suwt/ n. [count] a sealed 
suit designed to allow the wearer to leave a pressurized 
cabin in outer space. 

space-walk (spas/w6k/) /'speys,wok/ m. [count] 1. the 
act of maneuvering oneself in space outside a spacecraft. 
—v. [no Obj) 2. to do a spacewalk. 

spac-ey or Spacry (spa/sé) /‘spcysiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
1. spaceo-out (def. 2). 2. odd in behavior: eccentric; 
Strange. 

Spa-cious (spa/shas) /'spey fas/ adj. 1. containing much 
space, roomy: 4 spacious old liome with high ceilings. 2. 
occupying much space; vast. 3. of a great extent or area; 
broad: (the spacious prairies. —spa/cious-ly, adv. 
—spa/cious-ness, n. [nonconnt] 
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spade to spat 
spade’ (spad) /speyd/ s., v, spad-ed, spad-ing. —n. 


[conr] 1. a tool for digging, having a long handle and a 
narrow metal blade that can be pressed into the ground 
with the foot. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to dig, cut, or remove 
with a spade. —Idiom. 3. call a spade a spade, to 
speak truthfully and bluntly: Let's call a spade a spade: I 
deserved that promotion and you didn't wart me to have 
it. —spade/ful, n. [count], pl. -fuls. 

spade? (spad) /speyd/ n. 1. [connt] a black figure shaped 
like an upside-down heart with a short stem opposite the 
point, used on playing cards to mark a suit. 2. [count] a 
card of the suit bearing such figures. 3. spades, the suit 
so marked: [roncount; nsed with a singular verb): 
Spades has been dealt. (plural; used with a plural verb}: 
Spades were led in the last hand. 4. (count) Slang (dis- 
paraging and offensive). a black person. —Idiom. 5. in 
spades, /rforiial. a. in the extreme; to the utmost: He's 
a liypocrite, in spades. b. without restraint: / told him 
what H thought of hini, in spades. 

spade-work (spad/wurk’) /'speyd,wark/ nu. (noncount) 
work, such as the gathering of data, done in preparation 
for further action: The detective began tle spadework of 
looking throngli all the old documents for clires. 

spa-ghet-ti (spe get/é) /spa'getiy/ n. [nonconnt] pasta 
in the form of long strings. 

spake (spak) /speyk/ v. Archaic. a pt. of SPEAK. 

span (span) /spæn/ n., v, spanned, span-ning. —n. 
(comrit] 1. the full extent, stretch, or reach of something; 
distance: The rescirers searched tlie entire span of the is- 
land. 2. a period of time during which something contin- 
ues; duration: The span of human life is sliort. 3. a. the 
distance or space between two supports of a structure, 
such as a bridge, Or between two ends of something, 
such as an airplane wing. b. the part of a structure be- 
tween two supports: Tle car stalled on the second span 
of the bridge. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to extend or reach over 
or across (space or time): Their friendship spanned a life- 
time. 5. to provide with something that extends over or 
across: to span a river with a bridge. 

span-dex (span/deks) /'spændeks/ n. [nonconnt] an ar- 
tificial fiber, used chiefly in the manufacture of garments 
to allow the garments to stretch. 

span-gle (spang/gə!) /'spængol/ n., v, -gled, -gling. 
—n. [count] 1. a small, thin piece of glittering metal or 
other material, used esp. for decorating garments. 2. any 
small, bright drop, object, or spot. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to 
decorate or sprinkle with or as if with spangles. 4. [vo 
obj] to glitter with or like spangles. 

Span-iard (span/yard) /'spænyərd/ n. (count) a person 
born or living in Spain. 

span-iel (span/yal) /'spænyəl/ n. [count] a breed of 
small or medium-sized dogs usually having long, droop- 
ing ears and a long, silky coat. 

Span-ish (span/ish) /'spæniıf/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Spain. 2. of or relating to the language spoken in Spain, 
Mexico, and most of Central and South America. —n. 3. 
[plural; the + ~; used witli a plural verb] the people 
born or living in Spain. 4. (roricomnrit] the language spo- 
ken in Spain, Mexico, and most of Central and South 
America. 

spank (spangk) /spank/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to strike with the 
open hand esp. on the buttocks, as in punishment: never 
spanked their children wider any cCircuriustances. —t. 
[court] 2. a blow given in spanking; slap: a quick spank. 

spank:-ing (spang/king) /‘spankin/ adj. 1. moving rap- 
idly; quick and vigorous; brisk: a sparking breeze. 2. un- 
usually fine, great, large, etc.: a spanking limousine. 
—adv. 3. extremely; very: spanking clean. —n. 4. an act 
or instance of striking a person repeatedly on the 
buttocks with the open hand, esp. as a punishment: 
{count}: gave her child a sparking. (rorconunt): She 
doesn't believe sparking is a good forni of pinishment. 
spanner (span/ar) /'spænər/ u. (court) 1. a person or 
thing that spans. 2. a wrench having a curved head with 
a hook or pin at one end for engaging notches or holes 
in collars, etc. 3. Chiefly Brit. a wrench, esp. one with 
fixed jaws. 

spar’ (spar) /spur/ n, v, sparred, sparring. —v/. 
(comit) 1. a stout pole such as those used for masts; a 
mast. 2. one of the principal side parts of the framework 
of a wing of an airplane. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to provide or 
make with spars. 
spar’ (spar) /spur/ v. [n0 obj], sparred, spar-ring. 1. (of 
a boxer) to make the motions of attack and defense with 
the arms and fists, esp. as a part of training. 2. to box, 
esp. with light blows such as for practice. 3. to argue 


were sparring. 

spare (spar) /spcor/ v., spared, spar-ing, adj., spar-er, 
spar-est, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to refrain from harming, 
punishing, or killing: The queen decided to spare the 
condemned man. 2. [~ + obj] to deal gently or kindly 
with: The critic's harsh review did not spare anyone. 3. 
[~ + obj + obj] to save, as from discomfort: They kept 
the truth from you to spare you needless embarrass- 
ment. 4 [~ (+ obj) + obj] to omit or withhold: Spare 
(me) the gory details. 5. [~ + obj] to keep oneself from 
using; choose not to use: to spare the rod and spoil the 
child (= To fail to beat a child sometimes is to spoil the 
child). 6. {~ + obj] to give or lend, as from a supply, 
esp. without inconvenience: Can you spare a dollar? 7. 
[~ + obj] to use or give a small amount of: Dont spare 
the whipped cream! —adj. 8. kept in reserve, as for pos- 
sible use: a spare part. 9. being more than needed: a 
spare bedroom where you'd be welcome to stay. 10. not 
taken up with work or other commitments; free: spare 
time. 11. restricted: a spare diet. 12. lean or thin, such 
as a person: a short, spare man weighing about 100 Ibs. 
—n. (connt) 13. a spare thing or part, as an extra tire for 
emergency use. —Idiom. 14. to spare, remaining; left 
over: We finished early, with time to spare. —spare/ly, 
adv. —spare/ness, n. (noncount) 

sparesribs (spar/ribz’) /‘speor,ribz/ n. [plura a cut of 
meat from the ribs, esp. of pork or beef, with some meat 
staying on the bones, often barbecued with a spicy 
sauce. 

spar-ing (sparing) /'speorin/ adj. (usually be + ~; of- 
ten: ~ + in/of/with + obj) careful not to give or use a lot 
of something; frugal: sparing in her praise. —spar’- 
ingely, adv.: Apply the glue sparingly on the parts to be 
joined. 

spark (spark) /spark/ n. [count] 1. a fiery particle thrown 
off by burning wood or that may be produced by one 
hard body striking against another: Sparks flew into the 
air while the firewood burned. 2. the light produced by a 
sudden discharge of electricity through air: His cigarette 
lighter produced sparks but no flame. 3. anything, esp. 
something small, that activates or stimulates; an inspira- 
tion: His question produced the spark that started a lively 
debate. —v. 4. [no obj] to give out or produce sparks: 
The wires sparked briefly and the lights went out. 5. [~ 
+ obj] to stimulate; bring to life: to spark some enthusi- 
asim for the job. 

spar-kle (spar/kal) /‘spurkal/ v., -kled, -kling, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to shine with gleams of light, such as a bril- 
liant gem; glitter: The diamond sparkled in the bright 
light. 2. to be brilliant, lively, or merry: Her eyes spar- 
kled. 3. (of wine, soda water, etc.) to give off small bub- 
bles of gas; effervesce. —n. 4. [count] a sparkling ap- 
pearance, luster, or play of light; glitter. 5. [noncount] 
brilliance or liveliness. —spar/kler, n. [court] 

spark’ plug’, n. [cont] 1. a device that sets on fire the 
fuel mixture in a cylinder of an engine. 2. a person who 
leads, inspires, or enlivens others. 

Spar-row (Sspar/6) /'spxwrow/ n. [count] any of a group of 
small songbirds, usually dull gray-brown with plain or 
streaked breasts of a lighter color. 

sparse (spars), adj., spars-er, spars-est. 1. thinly scat- 
tered or distributed; not thick or dense: sparse gray hairs 
on top of his head. 2. scanty; meager: sparse vegetation. 
—sparse/ly, adv. —sparse/ness, sparsity (Spar/si tē) 
'sparsitiy/ n. Gionconnt) 

Spar-tan (spar/tn) /‘spurtn/ adj. disciplined and severe; 
simple; frugal: a spartan life; a spartan bedroom with 
nothing but au old bed. 

spasm (spaz/am) /'spæzəm/ n. [comnt] 1. a sudden, ab- 
normal, uncontrolled movement of a muscle: bothered 
by spasms in her back. 2. any sudden, brief spell of 
great energy, activity, etc.: spasms of anger. 

spas:mod:ic (spaz mod/ik) /spxz'mpdik/ also spas» 
mod/i-cal, adj. 1. of or relating to a spasm. 2. resem- 
bling a spasm by being sudden but brief and not organ- 
ized; sporadic: a few spasniodic efforts to clean out the 
cellar. —spas-mod/i-calely, adv. 

spas-tic (spas/tik) /‘spwstik/ adj. 1. of or relating to or 
suffering from a spasmodic condition. 2. Slang. clumsy 
or stupid. —n. [count] 3. a person who is afflicted with a 
spasmodic condition. 4. Slang. a clumsy or stupid per- 
son. 

spat! (spat) /spæt/ n, v, spat-ted, spat-ting. —n. 
(comrit] 1. a short, meaningless quarrel. —v. [no obj] 2. 
to have a short, meaningless quarrel or dispute. 

spat? (spat) /spæt/ v. a pt. and pp. of spit'. 
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spat? (spat) /spwt/ n. [count] a short piece of cloth or 
leather worn over the top of the shoe and usually fas- 
tened under the foot with a Strap. 

spate (spat) /speyt/ n. [count] a sudden, almost over- 
whelming outpouring: We were hit by a spate of criticism. 

spa-tial (spa/shal) /'speyfal/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
space. 2. existing or occurring in space: having extension 
in space: the three spatial dimensions and the single 
temporat dimension. 

spat-ter (spat/ar) /'spætər/ v. 1. [ho obj] to send out 
small particles or drops: The bacon grease spattered on 
the kitchen wall. 2. {~ + obj) to splash with something 
in small particles, esp. so as to soil or stain: The mud 
from the puddles spattered us. 3. to strike (a Surface) in 
or as if in a shower, such as rain or bullets: [no obj): The 
bullets spattered against the wall. [~ + obj): The bullets 
spattered the wall. —n. [count] 4. the act or the sound of 
spattering. 5. a splash or spot of something spattered: 
Spatters of paint. 

spat-u-la (spach/a lə) /'spetfola/_n. [count], ph -las. a 
tool with a wide, flat, usually flexible blade, used for 
blending or transferring foods, mixing drugs, spreading 
plaster, etc.: a spatula to flip the pancakes over. 

Spawn (spôn) /spon/ n. 1. [nonconnt) the mass of eggs 
deposited in the water by fishes and other creatures that 
live in the water. 2. (count) any person or thing thought 
of as the offspring of some other thing, idea, etc.: The 
evil being was the devil's spawn. —v. 3. [no Obj) to lay 
eggs or deposit sperm directly into the water: Salmon 
Swim upriver to their birthplaces in order to Spawn. 4. [~ 
+ obj) a. to produce (spawn). b. to produce (a large 
number): to spawn thousands of little creatures. 5. [= AF 
obj) to give rise to; generate: His disappearance spawned 
many rumors. 

spay (spa) /spcy/ v. [~ + obj] to remove the ovaries of 
(an animal): Her female cats were Spayed. 

speak (spek) /spiyk/ v, spoke (spdk) /spowk/ spo-ken 
(sp0’kan) /‘spowkon/ speak-ing. 1. to say words or pro- 
nounce sounds with the ordinary voice; talk: [no obj): He 
was too frightened to speak. [~ + obj): He spoke a few 
words. 2. (no Obj) to communicate with the voice; men- 
tion: FH speak to him about your problem tomorrow. 3. 
[no Obj] to converse: Theyre so mad at each other 
they're not even speaking anymore. 4. [no obj) to deliver 
an address, discourse, etc.: She spoke to our group 
about the concerns of women. 5. to use, or be able to 
use, (a language) as a way of communicating: [~ + obj]: 
We tried to speak Russian. (no obj): Try speaking in Ger- 
man. 6. speak for, [~ + for + obj) to speak in behalf 
of: Fd like to speak for our partner, who can‘ be here to- 
day. —Idiom. 7. so to speak, [no obj] figuratively 
speaking: We lost our shirt, so to speak. 8. speak weil 
for, [~ + obj] to be an indication or reflection of (some- 
one or something good or worthy of praise): Hiring that 
new coach speaks well for our chances of winning this 
year. 9. to speak of, [no obj) (used with a negative word 
Or phrase) worth mentioning; hardly at all: They have no 
debts to speak of —Usage. Compare speak, SAY, and 
TALK. We use speak before the name of a language: She 
speaks good Russian, and to express a more formal 
sense than TaLk, sometimes with the preposition with or 
to: May | speak with the boss? The word say is used most 
often to describe the words one uses in communicating: 
! didn't say much, just a few words. Sometimes say takes 
the preposition to; it does not usually take with: | said 
hello to her, but she didn't say anything to me. The word 
TALK Suggests communicating with another, so that there 
is an exchange; it may take the preposition to or with: At 
last the two warring sides sat down and began to talk to 
each other. We talked with him about our problem. 

-speak, suffix. -speak is attached to the ends of words 
and sometimes roots to form compound nouns. that 
name the style or vocabulary of a certain field of work, 
interest, etc., that is mentioned in the first word or root: 
ad(vertising) + -speak ~ adspeak (= the jargon of ad- 
vertising); art + -speak ~ artspeak (= the language 
used in discussing art). 

speak-eas-y (spék/é/zé) I'spiyk,iyziy/ n. (count), pi 
-@as-ies. a bar or nightclub selling alcoholic beverages il- 
legally, esp. during Prohibition in the U.S. 

speak-er (spé/ker) /'spiykor/ n. [count] 1. one who 
speaks: a native speaker of Swahili. 2. one who speaks 
formally before an audience; lecturer: our main Speaker 
for the evening. 3. a device that changes electric signals 
into sound waves; loudspeaker: huge hi-fi speakers blast- 
ing music. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 

speak-ing (spé/king) /‘spiykin/ adj. 1. used when talk- 


Spat to specific 


ing normally: His speaking voice barely rose above a 
whisper. —Idiom. 2. (not) on speaking terms, (not) 
communicating or friendly: (not) on speaking terms with 
her sister. 3. speaking of, [no obj} (used to make a 
connection between a subject that has been raised and a 
new subject related to the first one): # Hike the custom of 
bringing presents to someone's home when you visit. 
Speaking of presents, you should get a box from us be- 
fore Christmas. 

spear (sper) /spior/ n. [count] 1. a long wooden shaft 
with a sharp-pointed head of metal or stone attached to 
it. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to pierce or stab through with or as 
if with a spear: speared a stice of fruit from the plate. 

spear-head (spér/hed’) spiar,hed/ n. [count] 1. the 
sharp-pointed head that forms the piercing end of a 
spear. 2. any person, group, or force that leads an at- 
tack, a new activity, etc.: Their army group formed the 
spearhead for the assault. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to act as a 
Spearhead for: to spearhead the drive for new members 
in the organization. 

spear-mint (spér/mint/) /spior,mint/ n. (noncount) a 
sweet-smelling herb of the mint family whose leaves are 
used for flavoring. 

spec (spek) /spek/ n, v, spec’d or specked or 
specced, spec’-ing or speck:ing or spec-cing. —n. 
[count] 1. speculation. —v. [~ + obj) 2. to provide 
specifications for. —-Idiom. 3. on spec, (nonconunt) 
made, built, or done with hopes, but no assurance, of 
payment or a sale. 

“Spec-, rool. -spec- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “look at; examine.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASPECT, EXPECT, INSPECT, INSPECTION, IN- 
SPECTOR, INTROSPECTION, IRRESPECTIVE, PERSPECTIVE, PROS- 
PECT, PROSPECTIVE, PROSPECTUS, RESPECT, RESPECTABLE, RET- 
ROSPECT, SPECIAL, SPECIALIZE, SPECIALTY, SPECIE, SPECIES, 
SPECIFIC, SPECIFY, SPECIMEN, SPECIOUS, SPECTACLE, SPECTACU- 
LAR, SPECTRUM, SPECULATE, SUSPECT. 

spe-cial (spesh/al) /'spefal/ adj. 1. of a particular kind 
or character; different: a special key. 2. having a specific 
function, purpose, etc.: a special messenger to greet the 
ambassador. 3. out of the ordinary; remarkable; excep- 
tional: a document of special importance. 4. particularly 
valued; outstanding: She's a special friend of mine. —n. 
[count] 5. a special person or thing. 6. a temporary low- 
ering of the price of regularly stocked goods, esp. food; 
Sale: The supermarket is having a special on bananas: 
five pounds for a dollar. 7. a single television program 
not forming part of a regular series: a special on alterna- 
tive medicine. See -spec-. 

spe/cial deliv/ery, n. [noncount] delivery of mail out- 
side the regularly scheduled hours, for an extra fee. 

spe-cial-ist (spesh/a list) /'spefolist/ n. [count] one who 
specializes: a heart specialist: a computer specialist. See 
-SPEC-. 

spe-cial-ize (spesh/e liz’) I'spefa,layz/ v. [no obj; ( ~ + 
in + obj)), -ized, -iz-ing. to study and become expert in 
some special area of study, work, etc.; have a specialty: 
The doctor specializes in eye surgery. —spe-ciali-za- 
tion (spesh/a la za/shan) /,spefalo'zeyfan/ n. [noncount] 
See -SPEc-. 

spe-cial-ly (spesh/a lē) /'spefo liy/ adv. particularly; for 
a certain, specific purpose: The plane was wailing spe- 
cially for the high-ranking diplomat. See -spec-. 

spe-cial-ty (spesh/al tē) /'spefaltiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 
l. a special subject of study, area of work, skill, or the 
like, on which one concentrates: His specialty is English- 
language teaching and the use of computers. 2. an arti- 
cle or service that one deals with particularly: The spe- 
cially of the restaurant is broiled lamb. See -spec-. 

spe-cie (spé/shé, -sē) /'spiyfiy, -sly/ n. (noncount] 
money in coins. See -spec-. 

spe-cies (spé/shéz, -séz) /'spiyfiyz, -siyz/ n. [count], pt 
-cies. 1. a distinct group, sort, or kind of individuals hav- 
ing some common characteristics, as of animals or 
plants that can breed among themselves, but not outside 
their group. 2. [the + ~] the human race; humankind: 
Is the species threatened with extinction? See -spEc-. 

specif., an abbreviation of: 1. specific. 2. specifically. 

spe-cifsic (spi siffik) /spi'siftk/ adj. 1. having a special 
purpose or reference; explicit or definite: a Specific use 
for a tool. 2. specified, precise, or particular; exact: What 
is the specific time the train will arrive? 3. [Xe ae ab O 
+ obj) proper to only certain persons or things: This 
symptom is specific to those who have high blood pres- 
sure. —n. [count] 4. something specific, as a statement 
or detail: Those are the general Principles; now let's took 
at the specifics and how they apply to each of us. —spe- 
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cif/i-cal-ly, adv. —specei-ficei-tty (spes’a fis’i tē) /,sp- 
esa'fisitiy/ n. Cnoncount] See -sPec-. 

spec-i-fi-ca-tion (spes/a fi ka’shan) /,spesofi'keyJon/ n. 
1. [noncount] the act of specifying: specification of char- 
ges against the prisoner. 2. Usually, specifications. 
[plnra a detailed description of requirements, materials, 
etc., as in a plan for a building. See -sPEc-. 

spec-iefy (spes’a fi’) /'spesa,fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to mention or name specifically: He specified the 
times of arrival and departure of the flights. 2. [~ + 
(that) clause] to name or state as a condition: The com- 
pany specified (that) we would have to pay for any 
damages. See -SPEC-. 

specimen (spes’a man) /'spesamon/ n. [connt] 1. a 
part or an individual taken as being an example of a 
whole mass or number of things; typical animal, mineral, 
etc.: The archaeologists dug up several specimens of an- 
cient dinosaurs. 2. a sample of a material for study: To 
do the test we'll need a specimen of your blood. 3. a 
particular kind of person: He's an odd specimen, isnt 
he? See -SPEc-. 

spe-cious (spé/shas) /'spiyfos/ adj. apparently true or 
right but actually without merit: a specious argument. 
—spe/cious-ly, adv. See -SPEC-. 

speck (spek) /spek/ n. [count] 1. a small spot. 2. a very 
small bit or particle, or something appearing small by 
comparison or by reason of distance: They were just 
specks in the distance at first, but soon we could make 
out a big flock of geese. 3. [usually singular; a + ~ + of 
+ noncornt noun) a small or tiny amount of something: 
This car hasn't given us a speck of trouble. 

speck-le (spek/al) /'spekoal/ n., v., -led, -ling. —n. 
[count] 1. a small colored speck, spot, or mark. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 2. to mark with or as if with speckles. 

specs (speks) /speks/ n. [piural), Informal. 1. spectacles; 
eyeglasses: He lost his specs and couldn't see well 
enough to drive. 2. specifications: Do you have the specs 
for the kitchen? See -SPEc-. 

spec-ta-cle (spek/te kal) /‘spektokal/ n. [comnt) 1. any- 
thing presented to the view, esp. something striking or 
impressive: The man climbing up the side of the sky- 
scraper was quite a spectacle. 2. a public show or dis- 
play, esp. on a large scale: The emperor's coronation 
was an incredibly expensive spectacle. 3. spectacles, 
[plural] eyeglasses. —Idiom. 4. make a spectacle of 
oneself, to behave badly or foolishly in public: He was so 
angry he made a spectacle of himself, pounding the ta- 
bletop and screaming. See -SPEC-. 

spec-tac-urlar (spek tak’ya lar) /spek'takyolor/ adj. 1. 
of or like a spectacle; impressive; magnificent: The wed- 
ding was a spectacular affair. 2. dramatically daring or 
thrilling: The firefighter made a spectacular rescue. —n. 
[count] 3. an impressive, large-scale display: Don't miss 
our star-studded spectacular on channel 5, Thursday 
night. —spec-tac/u-lar-ly, adv.: The building was burn- 
ing spectacularly in the distance. See -SPEec-. 
spec-ta-tor (spek/ta tər, spek ta’-) /'spekteytor, 
spek'tey-/ n. [count] 1. one who watches; an onlooker; 
observer. 2. a member of the audience at a public spec- 
tacle, display, etc.: We asked the spectators what they 
thought of the parade. See -SPEc-. 

spec-ter (spektar) /‘spektor/ n. [count] 1. a visible but 
bodiless spirit, esp. one of a terrifying nature; a ghost: 
Scrooge was certain he had seen a specter of his long 
dead friend. 2. some object or source of terror or dread: 
the specter of disease. Also, esp. Brit., spec-tre. See 
~SPEC-. 

spec-tral (spek/tral) /‘spektral/ adj. (before a nonn) 1. 
of or relating to a specter; ghostly: a spectral vision. 2. of 
or relating to a spectrum or spectra: spectral rays of light 
like a rainbow. See -SPEC-. 

spec-tro-scope (spek/tra skōp/) /'spektro,skowp/ n. 
[count] a device to observe a spectrum of light or radia- 
tion. —specetro-scop-ic (spektra skop/ik) /,spek- 
tra'sknpik/ adj. —spec-tros-co-py (spek tros’ke pe) 
/spek'troskopiy/ n. (noncount] See -SPEC-, -SCOPE-. 
spec-trum (spektram) /'spektrom/ n. [cont], ph -tra 
(-tra) /-tro/ -trums. 1. a. an array of light waves or parti- 
cles that occur in a certain order due to their properties, 
such as size, wavelength, or mass. b. the band or series 
of colors produced when light strikes a prism or similar 
instrument: the spectrin of visible light. 2. a broad 
range of different but related ideas, objects, etc.: the fill 
spectrum of political beliefs, from the far teft alt the way 
to the radical right. See -srec-. 

spec-u-late (spek/ya lat’) /‘spekys,leyt/ v., -lat-ed, -late 
ing. 1. to consider or think curiously about (something); 
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suppose, propose, or wonder: [no obj; (~ + aboul/orn/ 
npon + obj): The audience is left to speculate on what 
might happen when the hero returns. [7 + clause): to 
speculate that an agreement will be reached; They spec- 
ulated whether the quarrel was serious. 2. [no obj; (~ + 
in/on + obj)] to buy or sell goods, property, etc., esp. at 
risk of a loss, in the hope of making a profit through 
changes in the market: He lost too much money specu- 
lating on the gold market. —spec-urla’tive (spek/yo la- 
tiv, -la/-) /'‘spekyolotiv, -,ley-/ adj. —spec/u-la’tor, n. 
[cont] See -SPEc-. 

spec-uslartion (spek/ya lā/shən) /,spekya'leyJan/ n. the 
act of speculating: [noncount): Your prediction is nothing 
but pure speculation. (count): The book was a collection 
of his speculations on how the universe works. [non- 
count); encouraging speculation on the gold market. 
[count]: Their speculations don't always result in profits. 
See -SPEC-. 


speech (spéch) /spiytf/ n. 1. [noncount] the ability or 


power to speak: A child may not gain the power of 
speech if he or she is not exposed to it at an early age. 
2. [nonconnt] the act of speaking: Speech was not nec- 
essary between them; they understood each other with 
just one look. 3. (count) a form of communication in 
spoken language, made by a speaker before an audi- 
ence: The mayor gave five speeches in five different parts 
of the city. 4. [nonconnt] the manner of speaking of a 
particular people or region; a language or dialect: His 
speech gave him away: he’s from New England. 5. [non- 
count] manner of speaking of a certain person: He 
showed signs of drunkenness: slurred speech and un- 
steady walking. 

speech-less (spéch/lis) /‘spiytflis/ adj. temporarily una- 
ble to use the power of speech because of fear, exhaus- 
tion, astonishment, etc.: She was speechless with anger. 

speed (spéd) /spiyd/ n., v., sped (sped) /sped/ or 
speed-ed, speeding. —n. 1. [nonconnt] quickness or 
rapidity in moving, traveling, performing, etc.: His speed 
and strength helped him win the race. 2. [count] rate of 
motion or progress: the speed of light. 3. [count] a gear 
ratio in a motor vehicle or bicycle: How many speeds 
does your bike have? 4. [noncount) Slang. a stimulating 
drug, esp. methamphetamine or amphetamine. 5. [non- 
count; usually: one’s + ~] a person, thing, activity, etc., 
that suits one’s ability or personality: Quiet people are 
more my speed than fast talkers. —v. 6. to (cause to) go, 
move, or proceed with swiftness: [no obj): The car sped 
away before we could read the license plate. (~ + obj): 
The security guards sped the witness out of the court- 
room. 7. (no obj) to drive a vehicle at a rate that exceeds 
the legal limit: ticketed for speeding. 8. [~ + obj) to 
promote the success of; cause to go smoother and more 
quickly: The president's approval will speed the commit- 
tees work. 9. speed up, a. to increase the rate of speed 
of (something or someone): [~ + up + obj]: to speed 
up production. (~ + obj + up]: to speed production up. 
b. [no obj) to go faster: Cant we speed up a little? 
—Idiom. 10. at full or top speed, [moncount] a. at the 
greatest speed possible: The plane was moving at top 
speed when the missile hit it. b. to the maximum of 
one's Capabilities: He's working at full speed to get this 
done. 11. up to speed, [noncomnt] a. operating at full 
or best speed: When the boat got up to speed it headed 
out of the harbor. b. functioning at an expected level so 
as to be able to compete with others: The new firm is not 
yet up to speed. —speed/er, n. (count): Convicted 
speeders will pay high ticket fines. 

speed-boat (spéd/bot’) /'spiyd,bowt/ n. [count] a mo- 
torboat designed for high speeds. 

speed-om-e-ter (spē dom/i ter, spi-) /spiy'domitor, 
spi-/ n. [count] an instrument on an automobile or other 
vehicle for indicating the rate of travel in miles or kilome- 
ters per hour. 

speed-ster (spéd/star) /'spiydstor/ n. [count] a person 
who usually travels at high speed. 

speed-way (spéd/wa’) /'spiyd,wey/ n. [count] 1. a track 
on which automobile or motorcycle races are held. 2. a 
road or course for fast driving. 

speed-y (spé/dé) /'spiydiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. able to 
move quickly: a speedy race car. 2. proceeding quickly: 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery. —speed/i-ly, adv. 

spell! (spel) /spel/ v., spelled or spelt (spelt) /spelt/ 
spell-ing. 1. to name, write, or otherwise give the letters, 
in order, of (a word, syllable, etc.): [~ + obj]: Did I spell 
your name right? (no obj): How did you learn to spelt so 
well? 2. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj) (of letters) to form (a 
word, syllable, etc.): Y-e-s spells yes. 3. to read or say (a 
word) letter by letter or with difficulty: [~ + owt + obj): 
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Spell out your name for me. [~ + obj + out): to spell 
some words out. 4. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obj] to sig- 
nify; amount to; mean or signal: This delay spells disas- 
ter for the business. 5. spell out, to explain something 
plainly: [~ + obj + ont): Must I spell it out for you? Our 
engagement is broken! [~ + ont + obj): Would sorme- 
one spell ont for me just what this crisis will do to our 
company? 

spell? (spel) /spel/ n. [count] 1. a word or phrase be- 
lieved to have magic power; an incantation: uttering 
charms and spells. 2. a state or period of enchantment 
caused by magic power: living under a spell. 3. (ursually; 
singular] any strong influence; fascination: snder_ the 
Spell of rmiursic. 

spell? (spel) /spel/ n. [count] 1. a continuous period of 
activity: You've been driving all day; let someone else 
take a spell at the wheel. 2. a bout or fit of anything ex- 
perienced: a spell of coughing. 3. an indefinite period: 
Corne visit us for a spell. 4. a period of weather of a cer- 
tain kind: a hot spell. —v. [~ + obj} 5. to take the place 
of for a time; relieve: Let me spell you at the wheel. 

spell-bind (spel/bind’) /'spel,baynd/ v. [~ + obj], 
-bound, -bind-ing. to hold by or as if by a spell; enchant: 
They were spellbound by her fabulous performance. 
—spell/bind/er, n. [count] —spell-bound (spel7bound’) 
‘spel, bawnd/ adj.: a spellbound audience. 

speller (spel/ar) /'spelor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
spells words. 2. Also called spell’ing book’. an elemen- 
tary textbook to teach spelling. 3. Also called spell’ (or 
spelling) check/er. a computer program for finding in- 
correct spellings in an electronic document. 

spelling (speling) /‘spelin/ n. 1. [noncount] the man- 
ner in which words are spelled: mistakes in spelling. 2. 
[count] a group of letters representing a word: There are 
two spellings for the word “center”: center and centre. 3. 
[noncount] the act of a speller: He's very good at spell- 
ing. 

spe-lunk-er (spi lung/kar) /spi'lapkər/ n. [count] a per- 
son who explores caves, esp. as a hobby. 

spend (spend) /spend/ v., spent (spent) /spent/ spend: 
ing. 1. to pay out (money, resources, etc.): [~ + obj): 
We had spent too much money on our vacation. {no obj): 
All we do is spend, spend, spend; we need to save, too. 
2. [~ + obj] to pass (time, labor, etc.) on some work, in 
some place, etc.: The kids didn't want to spend their 
whole vacation indoors. 3. [~ + obj] to use up; exhaust: 
The storm had spent its fury. —spend/a-ble, adj.: some 
percentage of spendable income for food. —spend/er, 
n. [count]: He was a big spender: he bought her jewelry 
and expensive clothes. See -PEND-. 

spend-thrift (spend/thrift’) /‘spend,Orift/ n. [count] 1. 
One who spends money or wealth too quickly and waste- 
fully. —adj. 2. wastefully extravagant; prodigal. 

spent (spent) /spent/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of SPEND. —adj. 2. 
used up; consumed: a pile of spent bullet and cartridge 
cases. 3. tired; worn-out; exhausted: too spent to move 
after that long race. 

-sper-, root. -sper- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “hope; hope for; expect.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: DESPERADO, DESPERATE, PROSPER, PROS- 
PERITY, PROSPEROUS, 

sperm (spiirm) /sparm/ n., pl. sperm, sperms. 1. 
[count] a male reproductive cell. 2. [noncount] semen. 

sperm’ whale’, n. [count] a large, square-headed 
whale with a large cavity in the head that contains an oil- 
like liquid. 

spew (spyoo) /spyuw/ v. 1. [no obj) to gush or pour out, 
esp. quickly and violently: Oil spewed from the broken 
pipes. 2. [~ + obj] to throw or pour out violently: The 
broken pipes spewed oil. 3. to vomit: [no obj): to spew 
from sickness. [~ + obj: to spew one’s Innch. 
—spew/er, n. [count] 

sphere (sfēr) /sfior/ n. [count] 1. a solid, round figure 
Or body whose surface is at all points the same distance 
from the center. 2. a planet or star; heavenly body. 3. 
the environment or surroundings within which a person 
or thing exists or operates: Does the UN's sphere of influ- 
ence (= the area in which it is the dominant power) en- 
compass the whole world? 4. a field of something speci- 
fied or mentioned: a sphere of knowledge. 

spher-i-cal (sfer/i kəl, sfér/-) /'sferikal, 'sfiar-/ adj. hav- 
ing the shape of a sphere; rounded. 

sphe-roid (sfér/oid) /'sfıərəyd/ n. [count] a solid figure 
similar in shape to a sphere. —sphe-roi/dal, adj. 

sphine-ter (sfingk/ter) /'sfinktor/ n. [count] a circular 
band of muscle that encircles and closes an opening of 
the body or one of its hollow organs. 
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sphinx (sfingks) /sfinks/ n. [count], pl. sphinx-es, sphin- 
ges (sfin/jez) /'sfind3iyz/. 1. an ancient Egyptian figure 
with the body of a lion and the head of a human, esp. a 
very large stone figure of this type near the pyramids of 
Giza. 2. a creature in Greek myth with wings, a woman's 
head, and a lion's body: The sphinx killed anyone pass- 
ing by who was unable to answer the riddle she posed. 
3. a mysterious person or thing. 

spice (spis) /spays/ n., v., spiced, spicing. —n. 1. 
[count] a strong-smelling or sweet-smelling vegetable 
substance, such as pepper or cinnamon, used to season 
food: Which spices did you put in this soup? 2. [non- 
cont] such substances thought of as a group: too much 
spice in the food. 3. (noncount] something that gives 
zest, liveliness, or interest: The jokes added spice to the 
mayors speech. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to season (food) with 
spice. 5. [sometirnes: ~ + up + obj] to give zest, liveli- 
ness, or interest to: He spiced (up) his speech with sorne 
funny stories. 

spick-and-span (spik’on span’) /'spikon'span/ adj. 1. 
spotlessly clean and neat; new or like new; fresh. —adv. 
2. in a spick-and-span manner. 

Spic-y (spi/sé) /'spaysiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. having or 
containing spice; seasoned with spices: spicy Mexican 
food. 2. of the nature of or resembling spice. 3. slightly 
improper or risqué: a spicy novel; some Spicy gossip. 
—Spic/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

spi-der (spi/dar) /'spaydor/ n. [count] 1. a small creature 
with eight legs and a body divided into two parts, pro- 
ducing a silky web used as a nest and for trapping food: 
Spiders are not insects because they have eight legs. 2. 
any device with leglike extensions that resemble a spider, 
such as a tripod or trivet. —spi/der-y, adj. 

spiel (spél, shpél) /spiyl, fpiyl/ n. (count) Informal. a 
speech made quickly so that the speaker sounds like an 
expert, esp. for selling or persuading; pitch: The Principal 
gave his usual spiel about caring and concern for the Sti- 
dents. 

Spiff-y (spif/é) /'spifiy/ adj., -iver, iest. Informal. smart: 
fine; neat: a spiffy new convertible. 

spig-ot (spig/at) /'spigət/ n. [cont] a faucet for control- 
ling the flow of liquid from a pipe or the like. 

spike (spik) /spayk/ n., v, spiked, spik-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a naillike fastener, 3 to 12 in. (7.6 to 30.5 cm) long, 
for fastening together heavy timbers. 2. something re- 
sembling such a nail, as a piece of metal sticking out of 
the heel and sole of a shoe for improving gripping 
power. 3. spikes, [plural] a. shoes having such metal 
parts on the heel and sole, as for playing baseball. b. 
shoes having very high, slender heels that resemble 
spikes. 4. a sudden increase or rise: a sharp spike in the 
unemployment statistics. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to fasten or 
secure with a spike or spikes: to spike the railroad ties. 
6. [~ + obj] to pierce with a spike. 7. [~ + obj} to pre- 
vent or suppress: to spike a rumor before it starts to 
spread. 8. [~ + obj] Informal. to add alcoholic liquor to 
(a drink): Sorneone had spiked the punch with vodka. 9. 
[no Obj; sometimes: ~ + up] to vise or increase sharply: 
Interest rates have spiked (up). —spik/y, adj., -i-er, 
-i-est. 

spill (spil) /spil/ v., spilled or spilt (spilt) /spilt/ spill-ing, 
n. —v. l. a. to (Cause or allow to) run or fall from a con- 
tainer, esp. accidentally or wastefully: [~ + obj): to spill 
milk from a glass. (no obj): The milk spilled on the floor. 
b. [no Obj] to flow, esp. beyond the customary bounda- 
ries: Tears spilled frorn her eyes. 2. [~ + obj) to shed 
(blood), as in killing: Too much blood has already been 
spilled over this foolish dispute. 3. {~ + obj} to scatter: 
to spill papers all over the floor. 4. (~ + obj} to cause to 
fall from a horse, vehicle, or the like: That wild horse 
managed to spill every rider who got on hiin. 5. [~ + 
obj] to let (a secret) become known; divulge. 6. [710 obj) 
to move in great numbers; pour out: As soon as the bell 
rang the children spilled into the playground. —n. 
[count] 7. a spilling, as of liquid: another dangerous oil 
spill. 8. a fall from a horse, vehicle, or the like: took a 
bad spill from the pony. —spill-age (spil7ij) /‘sprlid3/ n. 
[noncount) 

spilleway (spil/wa’) /'spilwey/ n. [count] a passageway 
through which extra water escapes from a reservoir, lake, 
or the like. 

spin (spin) /spin/ v., spun (spun) /span/ spinening, n. 
—v. 1. to make (yarn) by drawing out, twisting, and wind- 
ing fibers: [~ + obj]: to spin thread. (no obj): spinning in 
the afternoon sun. 2.(~ + obj] to form (the fibers of any 
material) into thread or yarn: fo spin wool into yarn. 3. 
[~ + obj] to produce (a thread, web, etc.) by giving off 
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from the body a substance that hardens in the air: The 
spider spun its web. 4. to (cause to) rotate rapidly; twirl; 
whirl: [~ + obj]: to spin a coin on a table. [no obj): The 
coin spun on the tabletop for a moment. 5. (~ + obj] to 
produce or invent in a manner like spinning thread: He 
spun a fantastic tale about his chitdhood. 6. to make 
longer than necessary: [~ + obj + ont): She spun the 
project out for over three years. (~ + out + obj): She 
had spun out the project for over three years. 7. [no Obj] 
to move or travel rapidly: The messenger spun ont the 
door. 8. [no obj] to have a sensation of whirling; reel: My 
head began to spin. 9. spin off, [~ + off + obj] to cre- 
ate or devise using something already existing: The pro- 
ducers took the character of the uncle and spun off an- 
other TV series. —n. [count] 10. the act of causing a 
spinning or whirling motion: She gave the coin a quick 
spin. 11. a spinning motion or movement: We never no- 
tice the spin of the earth. 12. a downward movement or 
trend, esp. one that is sudden, alarming, etc.: The econ- 
omy ts in another bad spin. 13. a short ride or drive for 
pleasure: Let's take the new car out for a spin. 14. 
Slang. a particular viewpoint or bias, esp. in the news; 
slant: After the presidential debates each side put its fa- 
vorable spin on the results. —Idiom. 15. spin one’s 
wheels, to waste one’s efforts. —spin/ner, n. [count] 
—spin/ning, n. (noncount) 
spiona bif-sieda (spina bifi da) /'spay'na bifida/ n. 
[noncount] a defect in the spine in which part of the spi- 
nal cord sticks out through the spinal column, often re- 
sulting in difficulty in moving or paralysis. 
spineach (spin/ich) /‘spinitf/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a plant 
with crinkly or flat green leaves that can be eaten. 2. the 
leaves, eaten as a vegetable. 
spienal (spin/l) /‘spaynl/ adj. 1. of or relating to a spine 
or thornlike structure, esp. the backbone. —a. [count] 2. 
a pain-killing injection in the spine: The doctor gave her 
a spinal for her pain. 
spi/nal column, n. [count] the series of bones form- 
ing the central structure of the skeleton in animals that 
have a backbone; spine; backbone. 
spi/nal cord’, n. [count] the cord of nerve tissue ex- 
tending through the spinal canal of the spinal column. 
spin’ control’, n. [(noncount] Slang. an attempt to give 
a favorable view or bias to news coverage: The campaign 
team tried to put some spin controt on the candidate's 
defeat by saying that he ‘did better than expected.” 
spin-edle (spin/dl) /‘spindl/ n. [count] 1. a rounded rod, 
pointed at each end, used in hand-spinning. 2. any shaft 
or pin that turns around or on which something turns, as 
an axle. 3. a spindle-shaped structure, as in a living cell. 
spinedly (spind/lé) /'spindliy/ adj., -dli-er, -dlivest. long 
or tall, thin, and usually weak: The young colt wobbled 
on its spindly legs. 
spine (spin) /spayn/ n. 1. [count] the backbone; spinal 
column. 2. [count] a. a hard, sharp-pointed outgrowth 
on a plant; thorn. b. a stiff-pointed bone or part of a 
bodily structure of an animal, such as the quill of a por- 
cupine. 3. [moncount] courage; mettle. 4. [count] the 
back of a book binding, usually indicating the title and 
author. —spin/y, adj., -iver, -ivest: / stuck my finger on 
one of the fish's spiny fins. 
spine-less (spin/lis) /‘spaynls/ adj. 1. having no spine 
or backbone. 2. having no spines or quills. 3. without 
resolution or courage: He was a spineless coward. 
spin-et (spin/it) /‘spinit/ n. [count] a small upright pi- 
ano. 
spin/ning wheel’, n. [count] a device used esp. for- 
merly for spinning wool, flax, etc., into yarn or thread. 
spin/-off’ or spin/off’, n. [count] 1. a by-product of 
something that already exists, such as a program of re- 
search. 2. a television show or series, book, etc., that is 
based on an idea or character that already exists in a 
previously made product: The new show is a spin-off of 
the old fatniliar one. 
spin-ster (spin/stor) /‘spinstor/ n. [count] a woman who 
has remained unmarried. spin’ster-hood’, n. [non- 
count) 
-Spir-, root. -spir- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “breathe; have a longing for.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: ASPIRE, CONSPIRE, EXPIRE, INSPIRE, 


PERSPIRE, RESPIRATION, RESPIRATORY, RESPIRE, SPIRACLE, 
SPIRIT, TRANSPIRE. 
spiera-cle (spi/ra kal, spirfa-) /'spayrokoal, 'spira-/ n. 


(count) a breathing hole; air tole; blowhole. See -spir-. 
spi-ral (spi/ral) /‘spayral/ n., adj., v., -rated, -ral-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -ratled, -ral-ling. —n. [count] 1. a curve 
made by a point that moves around a fixed point, while 
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constantly moving away from or toward that point. 2. a 
spiral object, formation, or form. 3. a continuous in- 
crease or decrease in wages, prices, etc. —adj. [before a 
noun] 4. of or of the nature of a spiral or coil: a spiral 
staircase. 5. bound with a spiral binding: a spiral note- 
book. —v. [no obj] 6. to take a spiral form or course: 
The plane exploded and spiraled down to earth. 7. to 
rise or fall steadily: Wages have spiraled down once 
again. 

spi/ral bind/ing, n. (noncount] a notebook binding in 
which the pages are fastened together by a spiral of wire 
that coils through holes at the side of each page. 

spire (spi°r) /spay°r/ n. [count] 1. a tall, sharply pointed 
roof or rooflike construction upon a tower, roof, steeple, 
etc. 2. a tall, sharply pointed summit, peak, or the like. 

spireit (spirit) /spirit/ n. 1. (count; usually singular] the 
principle believed to give life, esp. to humans; vital es- 
sence: He gave up the spirit (= He died). 2. (count; 
usually singular) the part of humans that is not the body 
or the mind; the soul: They believe that the spirit cannot 
die. 3. [count] a supernatural being without a body: evi! 
spirits. 4. [count] an attitude, feeling, or principle that 
stirs one to action, etc.: The spirit of reform began to 
grow among the people. 5. [noncount] the source of 
feelings prompting one to action: a man of broken spirit. 
6. spirits, [piura mood with regard to great happiness 
or great sadness: The children’s high spirits made us all 
laugh. 7. (count; usually singular] a lively, courageous, 
or hopeful attitude: Get up and try again; yes, that’s the 
spirit! 8. (noncount] temper, attitude, or disposition: 
meek in spirit. 9. (connt] an individual thought of as hav- 
ing a particular attitude, character, etc.: a few brave 
spirits. 10. (count; usually singular] the meaning or in- 
tent of a law, as opposed to the actual words: The judges 
ruled that he had violated the spirit of the law, if not the 
letter of the law. 11. Often, spirits. [phrraf] a strong dis- 
tilled alcoholic liquor. 12. [noncount] Brit. alcohol. —v. 
[~ + obj (+ offfaway)] 13. to carry off mysteriously or 
secretly: They disguised the king and spirited him out a 
back door; spirited away by kidnappers. —spir’it-less, 
adj. See -spir-. 

spir-it-ed (spiri tid) /‘spirttid/ adj. 1. having or showing 
courage, animation, strength, etc.: The villagers put up a 
spirited defense. 2. (used after an adjective) having the 
mood, disposition, or nature of the adjective mentioned: 
a high-spirited, headstrong girl. 

Spir-it-ueal (spir/i choo al) /'spiritfuwol/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to the spirit or soul, as distinguished from the 
physical nature 2. of or relating to the spirit as the 
source of one’s moral or religious nature. 3. of or relat- 
ing to sacred things or matters; religious. 4. closely alike 
in interests, outlook, feeling, etc.: the composer's Spirit- 
ual heir. 5. relating to spirits or to spiritualists; supernat- 
ural. —n. [comnt] 6. a religious song that shows strong 
emotion, of a type originating among African-Americans 
in the southern U.S. —spir-it-usal-iety (spir/i choo ali tē) 
/spiritfuw'elitiy/ n. [noncount] —spir/it-u-al-ly, adv. 

Spireit-uealeism (spir/i choo ə liz’am) /'spiritfuwa,lzom/ 
n. [noncount] 1. the belief that the spirits of the dead 
communicate with the living, esp. through a person (a 
medium). 2. the practices or events associated with this 
belief. —spir/it-usal-ist, n. [count] —spir/it-ural-is/tic, 
adj. 

spit’ (spit) /spit/ v., spit or spat (spat) /spæt/ spit-ting, 
n. —v. l. [no obj; (~ + at + obj)] to expel saliva from 
the mouth: He cleared his throat and spat loudly, kids 
Spitting at each other. 2. {~ + obj] to expel (something) 
from the mouth: to spit watermelon seeds. 3. [no obj] to 
sputter: The grease was spitting in the fire. 4. spit up, to 
vomit; throw up: [no obj): The baby was spitting up. {~ 
+ up + obj): The wounded soldier spat up some blood. 
—n. [noncount]) 5. saliva. 6. the act of spitting. 
—Idiom. 7. spit and image, [moncount] exact likeness; 
counterpart. Also, spitting image. 

spit? (spit) /spit/ n. [count] 1. a pointed rod for piercing 
and holding meat over a fire. 2. a narrow point of land 
sticking out into the water. 

spit-ball (spit/bdl’) /'spit,bol/ n. [count] 1. a small ball 
or lump of chewed paper thrown at people or things: 
throwing spitballs in class. 2. a baseball pitch, made to 
curve by moistening the ball with saliva. 

spite (spit) /spuyt/ n., v, spit-ed, spit-ing. —n. [non- 
count] 1. a mean, narrow-minded desire to harm another 
person; malice: He was mean to her just from spite. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to treat with spite; hurt or annoy: Fm sure 
they turned her down just to spite me. —Idiom. 3. in 
spite of, [~ + obj] in disregard or defiance of: In spite 
of repeated warnings, she continued to smoke. 4. in 
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spite of oneself, in disregard of one’s best efforts not to 
do something: unwillingly: Even though | was angry at 
therm, | had to smite at their sittiness in spite of mysel. 

spite-ful (spit/fal) /‘spaytfol/ adj. full of spite: mean and 
spiteful to his fittle sister. 

spit-fire (spit/fi°r’) /'spit,fay®r/ m. [count] a person of 
fiery temper who gets angry or excited very easily. 

spit-tle (spit’!) /'spitl/ n. [noncount] saliva; spit. 

spit-toon (spi toon’) /spi'tuwn/ n. [count] a cuspidor. 

splash (splash) /splæf/ v. 1. [no obj] (of water, mud, 
etc.) to fly or be thrown out in scattered masses or parti- 
cles; spatter: Mud splashed from the bus tires. 2. [= 38 
obj] to wet or make dirty by splashing: The sea water 
splashed his face. 3. to throw (a liquid) about in scat- 
tered masses or particles: [no obj]: The kids were Splash- 
ing happily in the bathtub. [~ + obj): They were splash- 
ing water on each other in the bathtub. 4. {~ + obj) to 
throw scattered particles or masses of a liquid at or on: 
The boys splashed each other with mud. =n. [count] 5. 
the act or sound of splashing. 6. an amount of a liquid 
splashed. 7. a patch, as of color or light. 8. a striking 
show; great impression: The news of their engagement 
made quite a splash. 9. a small amount of liquid: She‘# 
have a splash of water with her whiskey. 

splash-down (splash’doun’) /'splæf,dawn/ nm. (count) 
the landing of a space vehicle in a body of water, esp. 
the ocean. 

splash-y (splash’é) /'splæfiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. mak- 
ing a splash or splashes. 2. full of or marked by splashes 
or irregular spots; spotty. 3. making a very visible or ob- 
vious display; showy. —splasheiely (splash/a lē) /'splæ fə- 
liy/ adv. —splash/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

splat (splat) /spliet/ n. [count] a sound made by splatter- 
ing or slapping. 

splat-ter (splat/ar) /'splatar/ v. 1. [mo obj] to splash 
and scatter upon impact: Rain splattered against the win- 
dows. 2. [~ + obj] a. to splash on or against in drops 
that scatter: Rain splattered the windows. b. to cover or 
Stain with drops of something that scatters: The paint 
Splattered the nig. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of 
splattering. 4. the amount splattered. 

splay (spla) /spley/ v. to spread out, or extend, as by 
making one end or part crooked, slanted, or longer than 
another: [~ + obj]: He sat down and splayed his tegs 
over the arm of the chair. [no obj]: The coat hanger had 
Splayed out of shape. 

spleen (splén) /spliyn/ n. 1. [count] an organ in the 
body near the stomach and heart, that destroys worn-out 
red blood cells and is a reservoir for blood. 2. [non- 
count] ill humor; angry, impatient temper; spite: to vent 
ones spleen by shouting at someone else. 

splen-did (splen/did) /‘splendid/ adj. 1. magnificent; 
beautiful; gorgeous; sumptuous: splendid jewels. 2. dis- 
tinguished or glorious: /t was a splendid achievement. 3. 
excellent or very good: We had a splendid time at the 
party. —splen/didely, adv. 

splen-dor (splen/dar) splendor/ n. [nonconnt] 1. bril- 
liant or gorgeous appearance, coloring, etc.: the splendor 
of the rising sun. 2. an instance or display of imposing 
pomp or grandeur: the splendor of the coronation. Also, 
esp. Brit., splen’dour. —splen/dor-ous, adj. 

sple-net-ic (spli net/ik) /spli'netik/ adj. Also, sple-net/i- 
cal. 1. of the spleen. 2. irritable; easily angered: spiteful. 

splice (splis) /splays/ v., spliced, splic-ing, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to join together (rope) by weaving strands to- 
gether. 2. to unite (two pieces of film, magnetic tape, 
etc.) by placing the pieces together and cementing or 
joining them: He spliced the pieces together to make the 
action from one tape continue onto the next. —n. 
[count] 3. a joining of two ropes or parts of a rope by 
splicing. 4. the union or junction made by splicing. 
—splic/er, n. [count] 

splint (splint) /splint/ n. [count] 1. a thin piece of rigid 
material used to prevent a fractured or dislocated bone 
from moving. 2. one of a number of thin strips of wood 
woven together to make a chair seat, basket, etc. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 3. to secure or Support by means of a splint, as a 
fractured bone. 

splin-ter (splin/tar) /'splintor/ n. [count] 1. a small, thin, 
Sharp piece of wood, bone, etc., split off from the main 
body: He used a needle to remove the splinter from his 
finger. 2. a part of an organization that breaks off from 
the main group: A splinter group broke away from the 
radical party. —v. 3. to (cause to) be split into splinters: 
[no obj): The wooden guard rait splintered as the truck 
drove through it. [~ + obj): The huge tnick splintered 
the flimsy guard rail. 4. to split (a larger group) into sep- 
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arate factions: [~ + obj]: These divisions wilt splinter the 
Republican Party. [no obj): One group after another 
splintered away froin the Democratic Party. —splin/- 
terry, adj. 

split (split) /split/ v., split, split-ting, n., adj. —v. 1. to 
divide from end to end or into layers: [~ + obj]: She 
{ook an ax atid split a tog in two. [no obj): The tog spit 
nicely in two when she cut it. 2. to divide into separate 
portions: [~ (+ up) + obj]: The book is split (up) into 
five major divisions. [no obj; (~ + up)\: Wet Split (up) 
here and continue the search separately. 3. to divide into 
different factions, such as through discord; (cause to) 
part or separate: [no obj; (~ + up): They split (up) after 
several years of marriage. [~ + obj]: That issue split the 
Republican Party. 4. [~ + obj] to cast (a ballot) for can- 
didates of more than one political party: Many Americans 
split their vote, voting for the President but against his 
party in the Senate and House elections. 5. (~ + obj] to 
divide between two or more persons, groups, etc.; share: 
They decided to split the money they had won. 6. Slang. 
to leave; depart: [~ + obj]: Let's split this party, it’s bor- 
ing. [no obj): Your brothers are gone; they split about an 
hour ago. —n. [count] 7. the act of splitting. 8. a crack 
or fissure caused by splitting. 9. a piece separated by or 
as if by splitting. 10. an ice-cream dish made with a split 
banana, flavored syrup, and chopped nuts. 11. Often, 
splits. [p/ural the feat of separating the legs while sink- 
ing to the floor, until they extend at right angles to the 
body. —adj. 12. having been split; parted lengthwise. 
13. disunited; divided: a split opinion. —Idiom. 14. 
split the difference, to compromise, esp. to divide what 
remains equally. 

split/-lev/el, adj. 1. (of a house) having a room or 
rooms that are somewhat above or below nearby rooms, 
with the floor levels usually differing by about half a story. 
—n. [count] 2. a split-level house. 

split’ pea’, n. [count] a dried green pea, split and used 
esp. for soup. 

split’ personality, n. [coumt] a mental disorder in 
which a person has several personalities that operate in- 
dependently. 

splitting (split/ing) /'splitin/ adj. (of a headache) very 
painful; intense; severe. 

splotch (sploch) /splotf/ n. [count] 1. a large, irregular 
spot; blot; stain: reddish splotches on his face. —v. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to mark with splotches. 3. [no obj] to be easily 
marked or covered with blots. —splotch/y, adj., -i-er, 
-ieest: his splotchy red face. 

splurge (spltirj) /splsrd3/ v., splurged, splurging, n. 
—v. 1. to spend (money) on some luxury or pleasure, 
esp. a Costly one: [no obj): They sphirged on a trip to Enu- 
rope. [~ + obj): They splurged their money on a trip to 
Europe. —n. [count] 2. an instance of spending money 
for luxury or pleasure, esp. a large sum. 

splut-ter (splut/ar) /'splator/ v. 1. [no obj] to talk rapidly 
and unclearly, as when excited: sphittering about how 
he'd get revenge. 2.[~ + obj] to say hastily and confus- 
edly: fo splutter a few words. ‘used with quotations): 
“But, but..how?..how?” he sphittered, unable even to 
form the question. 3. [no obj] to make a sputtering 
sound, or give off particles of something suddenly, such 
as water on a hot griddle. —n. [court] 4. an act or sound 
of spluttering. 

spoil (spoil) /spoyl/ v., spoiled or spoilt (spoilt) /spoylt/ 
spoiling, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) become bad or unfit for 
use, such as food that does not last long unless treated 
with cold: [no obj}: Too mnich moisture and heat wil} 
cause the food to spoil. {~ + obj): to spoit the food. 2. 
[~ + obj] to damage or harm severely; ruin: The rip 
spoiled the delicate fabric. 3. [~ + obj] to affect in a bad 
or unfortunate way: Bad weather spoiled our vacation. 4. 
[~ + obj] to treat (someone) too well, as by giving too 
much, and thus affect his or her character in a bad way: 
Dont spoit the baby by juinping up to feed her whenever 
she whimpers. —n. spoils [plural 5. money, property, or 
goods taken in war or by robbery. —Idiom. 6. be 
spoiling for, [~ + obj] Informal. to be very eager for: 
They're spoiling for a fight. —spoil-age (Spoi/tij) 
/'spoylid3/ n. (noncount]) —spoil’er, n. [count] 

spoil-sport (spoil/spdrt’, -spdrt’) /'spoyl,sport, - spowrt/ 
n. [Count] one whose conduct spoils the pleasure of 
others, as in a game. 

spoils’ sys’tem, n. [count] the practice in which public 
offices are filled with supporters of the victorious political 
party. 

spoke’ (spok) /spowk/ v. 1. a pt. of speak. 2. Archaic. a 
pp. Of SPEAK. 
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spoke’ (spok) /spowk/ nm. [count] one of the bars at- 
tached to the hub of a wheel, supporting the rim. 

spo-ken (spd’kan) /'spowkon/ v. 1. a pp. of SPEAK. 
—adj. 2. expressed by speaking; oral (distinguished from 
written). 3. (used after an adjective) speaking, or using 
speech, in the way mentioned in the adjective: plain- 
spoken; soft-spoken. ——-Idiom. 4. spoken for, [be + 
~] claimed or reserved: This seat is already spoken for. 

spokes-man or -womean or -per.son (spoks’mean) or 
(-woom/an) or (-ptir’san) /'spowksmon/ or /-,womon/ or 
l- p3rsən/ u. [count], pl. -men or -wom-en or -persons. 
one who speaks for another or for a group: A White 
House spokeswoman denied the charge. 

-spond-, root. -spond- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “pledge; promise.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CORRESPOND, CORRESPONDENCE, CORRE- 
SPONDENT, DESPONDENT, RESPOND, TRANSPONDER. 

sponge (spunj) /spind3/ n., v., sponged, spong:-ing. 
—n. 1. (count) a stationary sea creature that has a rub- 
bery fibrous frame full of holes. 2. [count] the skeleton 
of certain of these creatures that easily absorbs water 
and becomes soft when wet. 3. a piece of any of various 
absorbent materials, such as rubber or cellulose, that are 
soft when wet: [count]: He used a sponge to wipe up the 
spilled soda. (rioncount): cushions of sponge filling. 4. 
[count] a person or thing that absorbs something freely 
or easily: The student sat at the teacher's side, a sponge 
absorbing everything she said. 5. [count] one who lives 
at the expense of others; sponger. —v. 6. to wipe or rub 
with or as if with a wet sponge: [~ (+ off/down) + obj): 
FH sponge (off) the countertop with some cleanser. [~ + 
obj +( off/down)]: Fli sponge the countertop (down). 7. 
to take up or absorb with or as if with a sponge: [~ (+ 
up) + obj): I'll sponge (up) the mitk she spitted on the 
floor. [~ + obj (+ up)]: He sponged the milk (up). 8. to 
get (something) by imposing on another’s good nature: 
[~ + obj): He sponged a few meats from them and 
moved on. [~ + off + obj): He sponged off his relatives 
for a few mouths before he finally got a job. —spong/er, 
n. [count] —spong’/y, adj., -i-er, -ieest. 

sponge’ bath’, n. [count] a bath in which the bather is 
cleaned by a wet sponge or washcloth, without getting 
into a tub of water. 

sponge’ cake’, n. a light, sweet cake containing eggs 
but no shortening: (noncount): That company makes de- 
licious sponge cake. (count): a delicious sponge cake for 
dessert. 

sponesor (spon/sar) /'sponsar/ n. [count] 1. one who is 
responsible for, or supports, a person or thing. 2. a per- 
son, firm, organization, etc., that supports the cost of a 
television program by buying time for advertising during 
the broadcast: And now, a word from our sponsors. 3.a 
person or group that provides or pledges money for an 
event: the corporate sponsors of a race. 4. one who 
makes a pledge on behalf of another. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to act as sponsor for: We spousored a family who wanted 
to live in the United States for a summer, —spon/sor: 
ship’, n. [noncount): the sponsorship of the gun-controt 
bill. See -SPOND-. 

spon-ta-ne-ous (spon ta/né as) /spon'teyniyos/ adj. 1. 
resulting from a natural impulse or tendency: sporitane- 
onus applause during the performance. 2. (of a person) 
acting upon sudden impulses: She's very spontaneous: 
shell come right up aud give you a hug if she feels like 
it. 3. (of natural events) caused by forces within some- 
thing: Spontaneous combustion was the cause of the fire. 
—spon-ta-ne-isty (spon’ta né/i te, -na/-) /,spp- 
nto'niyitiy, -'ney-/ u. [noncount] —spon-ta/ne-ous-ly, 
adv. 

spoof (spoof) /spuwf/ n. [count] 1. a lighthearted imita- 
tion of someone or something: The TV show started with 
a spoof of a filin classic. 2. a hoax; prank. —v. 3. to 
mock (something or someone) lightly and good- 
humoredly: [~ + obj]: They spoofed a famious love 
scene from the filmi. (110 obj): They were only spoofing; 
nothing was serious. 

spook (spook) /spuwk/ n. [count] 1. a ghost; specter: a 
movie about spooks in a haunted house. 2. Informal. a 
spy: tlie spooks working for the CIA. —yv. 3. to (cause to) 
become frightened or scared: [~ + obj]: The sudden 
noise spooked the horse. (110 obj): The horse spooked 
too easily. 

spookry (spo0/ké) /‘spuwkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. Causing a 
feeling of fright; scary: a dark, spooky old louse. 
spool (spool) /spuwl/ s. (comut) 1. a rounded object on 
which something is wound, as on a sewing machine or 
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tape player: to wind the loose fitm back on the spool. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to wind on a spool. 

spoon (spoon) /spuwn/ n. [count] 1. an object used in 
eating, stirring, measuring, etc., made up of a small, 
shallow bowl with a handle: She picked up a spoon and 
Stirred her tea. See illustration at RESTAURANT. 2. an ob- 
ject or part resembling or suggesting this. 3. a spoonful: 
I'll take two spoons of sugar with my tea, please. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 4. to eat with a spoon: He spooned some ice 
cream into his mouth. —Idiom. 5. born with a silver 
spoon in one’s mouth, born wealthy. —spoon/ful, n. 
[count], pl. -fuls. 

spoon-bill (spodn/bil’) /‘spuwn,bil/ n. [count] a large 
wading bird, esp. one of the ibis family, having a long, 
flat bill with a spoonlike tip. 

spoon-er-ism (spõōō/nə riz/əam) /'spuwnə rizom n. 
[count] the usually accidental rearranging of initial or 
other sounds of words, as in a blushing crow for a crush- 
ing blow. 

spoon/-feed’, v. [~ + obj], -fed, -feed-ing. 1. to feed 
with a spoon. 2. to provide (someone) so fully with infor- 
mation that he or she is prevented from acting independ- 
ently: He didn't want to spoon-feed his students by just 
giving facts. 3. to provide someone with (information) in 
this way: to spoon-feed data to his students. 

spoor (spòór, spor, spor) /spur, spor, spowr/ n. [count] 
1. a track or trail, esp. of a wild animal. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to track (an animal) by a spoor. 

spo-rad:ic (spa rad/ik) /spa'radik/ adj. appearing or 
happening at irregular times; occasional: sporadic gun- 
fire. —spo-rad/i-calkly, adv.: The fighting continued 
sporadically. 

spore (spor, spōr) /spor, spowr/ n. [count] a small cell 
like a seed, produced by a fungus for reproduction 

sport (sport, sport) /sport, spowrt/ n. 1. [count] an often 
competitive athletic activity requiring skill or physical abil- 
ity: interested in several sports: gymnastics, baseball, and 
soccer. 2. [nonconunt] such activities thought of as a 
group: And now, news from the world of sport. 3. (non- 
count] recreation; diversion. 4. [noncount] jest; pleas- 
antry: /t was alt done in sport. 5. [noncount] mockery; 
ridicule: made sport of his haircut. 6. [count] one who 
behaves in a fair, understanding way: We hope helt be a 
(good) sport and give us the raise we deserve. —adj. 
[before a noun] Also, sports. 7. of, relating to, or used in 
sports: an expert in sports medicine. 8. suitable for out- 
door or informal wear: sport clothes. —v. 9. [no obj) to 
amuse oneself with some pleasant pastime; frolic: kittens 
sporting and playing. 10. [no obj] to speak or act in a 
joking manner. 11. {~ + obj) to wear or display, esp. 
while showing off: She sported a diamond ring. 

sport-ing (spor/ting, spdr’-) /‘sportrp, 'spowr-/ adj. 1. 
[before a noun] of or relating to sports, esp. outdoor 
sports: a sporting event. 2. fair; generous: He wasn't very 
sporting about the students request for a change of 
grade. 3. [before a noun] involving a fair or reasonable 
opportunity for success: a sporting chance. 

sports’ car’, n. (count) a small, high-powered automo- 
bile with long, low lines. 

sports-cast (spdrts’kast’, spOrts/-) /'spərts kæst, 
‘spowrts-/ n. [count] a radio or television program of 
sports news or comment On a sports event. —sports/- 
cast/er, n. [count] —sports/cast/ing, n. [noncount 

sports-man (sports/men, sports/-)  /'spərtsmən, 
‘spowrts-/ n. [count], pi. -men. 1. one who participates 
in sports, esp. hunting and fishing. 2. one who shows 
that he or she has qualities of fairness, courtesy, and 
grace in winning and in losing. —sports’manslike’, adj. 
: Ju a sportsmautike gesture he helped his injured oppo- 
nent to stand up again. —sports/man-ship’, n. [non- 
count) 

sport-y (sp6r/té, spōr/-) /'sportiy, 'spowr-/ adj., -iver, 
-iest. 1. flashy; showy: a fast, sporty car. 2. smart in 
dress or behavior; dashing: a sporty outfit. 3. desiqned 
for or Suitable for sport. 

spot (spol) /spnt/ nu., v., spot-ted, spot-ting, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a mark made by something unwanted, such as 
dirt: We couldn't get the spots of grease off the dress. 2. 
a small blemish or other mark on the skin. 3. a small 
part of a surface differing from the rest in color, appear- 
ance, Or Character: a bald spot. 4. something that harms 
one’s Character or reputation; flaw. 5. a place: This is the 
spot where the explorers landed five huudred years ago. 
6. a position in an organization or hierarchy: an impor- 
tant spot in government. 7. (usually singular] Chiefly Brit. 
Informal. a small quantity: a spot of tea. 8. [usually sin- 
gular] an awkward or difficult position: Were in a bit of a 
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spot because we can't choose which party to go to. —v. 
9. to make a spot on (something); stain: [no obj): Ink 
can spot badly. [~ + obj): The blood spotted his shirt. 
10. [vo obj] to become spotted or stained: The clothes 
spotted front the rusty water. 11. [~ + obj) to ruin: to 
spot someone's reputation. 12. [~ + obj] to locate or 
identify by seeing: So far I haven't spotted any errors in 

your computer program. 13. [~ + obj) to position on a 
particular place: to spot a billiard bal. 14. to grant (an 
advantage) to (an opponent): [~ + obj + obj): He spot- 
ted his opponent a lead of fifty yards and still won the 
race. [~ + obj + to + obj): She spotted hint to a lead of 
filly yards and stilt won the race. —adj. [before a noun) 
15. made, paid, or delivered at once: a spot sale. 
—Idiom. 16. on the spot, a. without delay; at once; in- 
Stantly: He was there on the spot. b. at the very place in 
question: This reporter is always on the spot when au im- 
portant news story develops. c. in a difficult or embar- 
rassing position: Site's on the spot because her car broke 
down and she can't get to work. —spot/less, adj. 

spot’ check’, n. [count] a quick check or investigation 
of items, often chosen at random: to run a spot check on 
the samples coning off the assembly line. —spot/- 
check’, v. [~ + obj): to spot-check a few items coming 
off the assembly line. 

spotlight (spot/lit’) /‘spot,layt/ m., v., -light-ed or -lit, 
-light-ing. —n. [count] 1. a very strong light focused to 
pick out an object, person, or group, as on a stage, or 
the lamp producing this light: He blinked when the spot- 
hight shone in his eyes. 2. [usually singular] the area of 
public attention: Asia is in the spotlight now. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to direct the beam of a spottight upon. 4. to 
make noticeable; call attention to: The schoo! principal 
got very nervous when parents spotlighted any problems. 

spotted (spot/id) /‘spntid/ adj. having spots, or a pat- 
tern of spots: a spotted horse. 

spot-ter (spot/ar) /'spotor/ n. [count] l. a person em- 
ployed to watch the activity of others, as for evidence of 
dishonesty: The spotter rode the train to make sure the 
conductor collected the tickets. 2. a military observer 
who spots targets. 3. an assistant to a sportscaster who 
provides the names of the players in a game. 

spot-ty (spot/é) /'spntiy/ adj., -tiver, -tivest. 1. marked 
with spots; spotted. 2. uneven in quality or character; ir- 
regular: The musicians gave a spotty performance. 
—spot’ti-ness, 1. [noncount) 

spouse (spous, spouz) /spaws, spawz/ n. [count] one’s 
husband or wife. 

spout (spout) /spawt/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to throw out with 
force, as in a stream or jet: The volcano was spouting 
ash and lava. 2. [no obj] to shoot out forcefully or vio- 
lently: Ash and lava spouted from the volcano. 3. to say 
in a showy, conceited, or pompous manner: [~ + obj): 
spouting his theories on foreign policy. [no obj; (~ + 
off): He's always spouting (off) about how great his job 
is. —n. [count] 4. a pipe or tube through which a liquid 
is poured or carried along: the spout of the teapot. 5.a 
continuous stream of liquid coming out or as if out of a 
pipe or tube. 

Sprain (spran) /spreyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to overstrain or 
twist (the ligaments around a joint) so as to injure with- 
out a fracture or break: He sprained his knee when he 
twisted it and felt, —n. [count] 2. an injury to the liga- 
ments around a joint. 

sprang (sprang) /spræp/ v. a pt. of SPRING. 

sprat (sprat) /spræt/ n. [count], pi sprats, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) sprat. a small fish, a herring of 
the E North Atlantic. 

sprawl (sprôl) /sprol/ v. 1. to stretch or spread out (the 
legs) such as when sitting or tying: [no obj): She 
sprawled on the couch. [~ + obj): She sprawled her leg 
over his knee and trapped him. 2. [no obj) to be spread 
out or distributed irregularly or awkwardiy: The city 
sprawls for a few more mites then stops abruptly. —n. 
[noncount] 3. an act or instance of sprawling: The prob- 
lem of urban sprawl gets worse because of the poor 
transportation systems. 

spray (spra) /sprey/ n. 1. [noncount] liquid broken up 
into very tiny droplets and blown, forced into, or falling 
through the air: sat spray from the ocean. 2. [count] a 
jet of such tiny droplets blown or forced from some de- 
vice: May I have a spray of that perfume? 3. [count] liq- 
uia blown or forced into the air in such a jet from a spe- 
cial device: [noncount]: a can of bug spray. [count]: 
Those bug sprays smelt awful. 4. [count] a device for dis- 
charging liquid in a jet of tiny droplets: The manufacturer 
uses a pump, not a spray, for this paint. 5. [count] a 
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number of smalt objects flying through the air: a spray of 
Shattered glass. —v. 6. [no obj) to scatter in the form of 
very tiny particles: The water sprayed into our eyes. 7. {~ 
+ obj) to apply or direct in a spray: The carpenter 
sprayed paint on the wall. 8. [~ + obj] to sprinkle, 
cover, blast, or treat with or as if with a spray: to Spray a 
wall with paint. —spray/er, n. [count] 

spray’ can’, m. [count] a can whose contents are in a 
form that can be sprayed, as in an aerosol form: She 
used two spray cans of witte enamel. 

spray’ gun’, n. [court] a device made up of a con- 
tainer from which paint or other liquid is sprayed through 
a nozzle by air pressure from a pump. 

spread (spred) /spred/ v., spread, spread-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to stretch out, esp. over a flat surface: [~ + obj]: Spread 
the blanket under the tree. [no obj): The blanket wilt 
spread far enough for both of us to sit on it. 2. to extend 
out; move apart: [~ + obj): The bird spread its wings 
and flew. [no obj): The wings of that bird spread several 
feet. 3. to (cause to) be distributed over an area of space 
or time: [~ + obj]: to spread seed on the ground. [no 
obj): The fire spread quickly in the high winds. 4. [~ + 
obj) to apply (something) to or on (something) in a thin 
layer or coating. 5. [no obj] to be able to be applied in a 
layer or coating: The butter is supposed to spread easily. 
6. [~ + obj] to set (a table) for a meal. 7. to (cause to) 
become widely known: [~ + obj]: Someone is spreading 
rumors about his past. [no obj): How do such rumors 
spread? —n. 8. (count; usually: singular] an act or in- 
Stance of spreading: The World Health Organization 
tracked the rapid spread of malaria. 9. [count; usually: 
singular] the extent of spreading, such as a distance be- 
tween two points: fo measure the spread of branches. 
10. [court] a wide range or expanse of something, as 
property or land: His ranch was a beautiful spread up in 
the mountains. 11. [count] a cloth covering for a bed, 
table, etc., esp. a bedspread. 12. [count] Informal a 
great amount of food set out on a table; feast: He always 
puts out a lavish spread at the office parties. 13. [count] 
a food preparation for spreading, such as jam or peanut 
butter. 14. [count] a large, lengthy display, treatment of 
a topic, or advertisement, such as one covering two or 
more pages. —Idiom. 15. spread oneself (too) thin, 
to try to do too many projects at the same time: He was 
spreading himself too thin: he was a single parent, a stu- 
dent, and a volunteer at his church, and he had a fult- 
time job. —spread/a-ble, adj. —spread/er, n. [count] 

spread/-ea/gle, adj., v., -gled, -gling. —adj. [before a 
noun] 1. having or suggesting the form of an eagle with 
outstretched wings. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to stretch out in a 
spread-eagle position: He was spread-eagled on the floor 
when the police found him. 

spread-sheet (spred/shét’) /'spred,fiyt/ n. [count] 1. a 
very large, wide ledger sheet used by accountants. 2. 
such a sheet when it is represented electronically by 
computer software, used esp. for financial planning: Re- 
trieve the spreadsheet of your expenses. 

spree (spré) /spriy/ n. [count] a period or burst of action 
in which one does as one wishes, without thinking or 
worrying about the results: a drinking spree; a Shoppig 
spree. 

sprig (sprig) /sprig/ m. [court] a small shoot, twig, or 
branch. 

sprightly (sprit/lē) /'spraytliy/ adj., -liver, -liest, adv. 
—adj. 1. animated; full of life; bouncy; lively. —adv. 2. in 
a sprightly manner. —spright/li-ness, n. (noncountt] 

spring (spring) /sprin/ v., sprang (sprang) /sprivn/ or, of- 
ten, sprung (sprung) /spran/; sprung; springing; n. —v. 
1. [xo obj) to rise, teap, or move suddenly and swiftly: 
The tiger stood ready to spring on its victiin. 2. to (cause 
to) be released suddenly from a constrained position: [so 
obj): The door sprang open. [~ + obj): He sprung the 
door open. 3. [no obj] to come or be forced out sud- 
denly: Oi sprang from the well. 4. [~ + obj] to undergo 
the development of (something) rapidly: The pipe sprung 
a leak. 5. to (cause to) happen suddenly: [~ + obj]: He 
sprung a joke on us. [no obj): An objection sprang to 
mind. 6. [no obj; (~ + up)] to come into being: arise: 
This rude behavior springs from selfislutess. 7. [~ + 
obj) Slang. to help obtain the release of (someone) from 
jait or prison: Pay the fine and spring hiru. 8. spring for, 
[~ + for + obj) Informal. to pay for; treat someone to: 
He sprang for dinner. —n. 9. [count] an act of springing; 
a sudden leap or bound. 10. [count] the place where 
water comes up from the ground: mineral springs. 11. 
[count] a source; fountainhead: a spring of inspiratiou. 
12. an elastic quality: [court]: He had a spring in his 
walk now that he had recovered fron his ilftess. [non- 
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count}, There's not muuch spring in her steps because of 
her arthritis. 13. [count] an object that returns to its 
shape after being pulled or pushed, such as a strip of 
steel made into a spiral coil. 14. (count; usually: singu- 
lar] the season between winter and summer, marked by 
the budding and growth of plants and the onset of 
warmer weather. 15. [noncount] the first stage and fre- 
shest period: te spring of life. —spring/i-ness, n. [non- 
count) —spring’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

Springboard  (spring/bord’, -bōrd/) /'sprıņ,bord, 
- bowrd/ n. [count] 1. a flexible board anchored at one 
end and used in diving and gymnastics for gaining 
height. 2. a starting point; point of departure, as for a 
discussion: We can use his staternent as a springboard 
for our discussion. 

spring’ fe’ver, n. [noncount) a sleepy, lazy, or restless 
feeling associated with the beginning of spring. 

spring’ tide’, n. (cont) the large rise and fall of the 
tide at or soon after the new or the full moon. 

spring-time (spring/tim’) /‘sprin,taym/ n. [noncourt] 
the season of spring. 

sprinekle (spring’kal) /‘sprigkal/ v., -kled, -kling, n. —v. 
1. to scatter in drops or particles: [~ + obj]: sprinkling 
water on the flowers. [no obj; (~ + down)]: The water 
sprinkled down on tlie flowers. 2. [~ + obj] to scatter 
drops or particles of water, powder, or the like on (some- 
thing): to sprinkle a lawn. 3. [no obj; it + ~j to rain 
slightly in scattered drops: It's sprinkling a little. 4. [~ + 
obj) to scatter or distribute (something) in different 
places or at various times: He sprinkled a few jokes into 
his speech. —n. [count] 5. an act or instance of sprin- 
Kling. 6. a light rain. —sprin/’kler, n. [count]: An auto- 
matic sprinkler comes on when there’s a fire. 

sprin-kling (spring/kling) /‘sprinklin/ n. [count] a small 
amount or number scattered here and there: There was 
a sprinkling of women in the audience. 

sprint (sprint) /sprint/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + ahead) to 
race at full speed for a short distance, as in running: Af 
the last minute he sprinted (ahead) to win the race. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to cover (a distance) in sprinting: to sprint a half 
mile. —n. [count] 3. a short race at full speed. 4. a burst 
of speed. —sprint/er, n. [count] 

sprite (sprit) /sprayt/ n. (count) an elf, fairy, or goblin. 

spritz (sprits, shprits) /sprits, fprits/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
spray briefly and quickly; squirt. —n. [count] 2. a brief 
spray; squirt. 

sprock-et (sprok/it) /‘sprokit/ n. [count] 1. a wheel 
having teeth on it that fit into holes on a conveyor belt or 
power chain. 2. a tooth on such a wheel. 

sprout (sprout) /sprawt/ v. (110 obj) 1. to begin to grow; 
shoot forth. 2. (of a seed or plant) to put forth buds. —n. 
[count] 3. a shoot of a plant. 4. a new growth from a 
seed, rootstock, or the like. 5. something suggesting a 
sprout, as a young person. 6. sprouts, [plural a. the 
young shoots of alfalfa, soybeans, etc., eaten, often raw, 
as a vegetable. b. BRUSSELS SPROUT. 
spruce!’ (sprdds) /spruws/ n. 1. [count] a tree of the pine 
family, having short, angled, needle-shaped leaves. 2. 
[court] a related tree, such as the Douglas fir. 3. [uon- 
count) the wood of any of these trees. 

spruce’ (sproos) /spruws/ adj., spruc-er, spruc-est, v., 
spruced, spruc-ing. —adj. 1. trim or smart in appear- 
ance; neat; tidy. —v. 2. to make (oneself or something 
else) trim or tidy: [~ + up + obj): Let me spruce up the 
apartment. [~ + obj + up): Let's spruce the place up 
with sonie new flowers. [~ + up]: Let me just spruce up 
before your parents arrive. 
sprung (sprung) /spran/ v. a pt. and pp. of SPRING. 
spry (spri) /spray/ adj., spry-er or spri-er, spry-est or 
spriest. quick in movement; smooth and energetic in 
motion: pretty spry for a rian of lis age. —spry/ly, adv. 
—spry/ness, 1. [norncount] 
spud (spud) /spad/ r. [count] Informal. a potato. 
spume (spyoom) /spyuwm/ v., spumed, spum-ing, n. 
—v, [No obj) 1. to foam; froth. —n. [orncount) 2. foamy 
matter on a liquid; froth. 
spuemoeni or Spuemoerne (spa mOd/né) /spa'mowniy/ n. 
[noncournt] ice cream made with different flavors and 
colors, candied fruit, and nuts. 
spun (spun) /span/ v. pt. and pp. of SPIN. 
spunk (spungk) /spank/ s. [noncourt] courage: spirit; 
braveness: to liave the spunk to express an unpopular 
opinion. —spunk/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
spur (spur) /sp3r/ n., v., spurred, spur-ring. —n. [count] 
1. a U-shaped device attached to the heel of a boot, hav- 
ing a pointed part that sticks out, used by a rider to urge 
a horse forward. 2. something that forces one to action. 
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3. a short track, road, or passage leading away from a 
main ‘one, such as a siding for a train. —v. 4 [~ + obj 
(+ on)] to prick with or as if with a spur to urge (a horse) 
to keep moving or to go faster: The sheriff spurred his 
horse (on) and rode quickly after the bandit. 5. to incite 
(one) to take action: [~ + obj (+ on) + to + verb): The 
insult spurred him (on) to retaliate. [~ + obj + on): Your 
encouragement spurred him on and he later achieved 
even greater results. —Idiom. 6. on the spur of the 
moment, [noncount] suddenly; impulsively: without 
planning: On the spur of the monent he jumped up and 
delivered a fiery speecii. 7. win one's spurs, to achieve 
distinction or success for the first time. —spurred, adj. 

spurrieous (spydor/é as) /'spyuriyos/ adj. 1. not genuine; 
counterfeit. 2. (of arguments) poorly reasoned; faulty in 
reasoning: a spurious argument. —spu/ri-ousely, adv. 
—spu/ri-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

spurn (spurn) /spsrn/ v. [~ + obj] to reject (something) 
while showing obvious displeasure for it; scorn: She 
spurned his offer of marriage. 

spurt (spurt) /spart/ v. 1. [no obj] to gush out of some- 
thing in a stream or jet: Blood spurted froin the wound. 
2. [~ + obj] to discharge quickly and forcefully, as a 
stream of liquid: The wound was spurting blood. 3. [no 
obj] to show a sudden brief increase in activity, speed, 
etc.: The economy spurted in the first part of the year. 
—r. [count] 4. a sudden, forceful jet: a spurt of blood. 5. 
a sudden increase of activity or effort for a short period 
or distance: a spurt of economic activity. 

sput-ter (sput/ar) /'spator/ v. 1. [no obj] to make explo- 
sive popping or sizzling sounds: When the water hose 
broke the car sputtered and stopped. 2. to say (words) 
explosively as when angry or unable to think clearly: [no 
obj]: He walked out of the restaurant, sputtering angrily 
to himself about poor service. [used with quotations}: 
‘But..but..this is crazy!” he sputtered. —u. [count] 3. the 
act or sound of sputtering. 

sputum (spyd0/tem) /'‘spyuwtom/ n. [noncount) matter, 
such as saliva mixed with mucus, coughed up from the 
lungs. 

spy (spi) /spay/ n., pl. spies, v., spied, spy-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a person employed by a government to obtain 
secret information or intelligence about another country, 
usually an enemy: Spies who are caught in tinie of war 
are shot. 2. one who keeps close and secret watch on 
another or others: We had a spy in our business who told 
our rivals alt our secret plans. —v. 3. [~ + on/upon + 
obj] to observe or watch secretively, usually with hostile 
intent: He was spying on everyone. 4. [no obj) to act as a 
spy; perform espionage: He spied for several years but 
made no reports until ordered to. 5. [~ + obj] to catch 
sight of: to spy a rare bird. 

sq., an abbreviation of: 1. sequence. 2. square. 

squab-eble (skwob/al) /’skwobol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 
[~ + over + obj] 1. to quarrel about a small detail: Tle 
two sides were squabbling over the shape of the table at 
the peace negotiations. —n. [count] 2. a quarrel about a 
small detail. 

squad (skwod) /skwod/ n. [count] 1. the smallest military 
unit of soldiers, made up of 10 privates, a staff sergeant, 
and a corporal. 2. a group of police officers assigned 
esp. to a certain field: the vice squad. 3. any small group 
of persons engaged in a common activity; a team: the 
cheerleading squad. 

squad’ car’, n. [count] a police automobile with a radi- 
otelephone for communicating with police headquarters. 
Also called cruise car, patrol car, police car, prowl 
Car. 

squad-ron (skwod/ran) /'skwodran/ n. [count] an army 
cavalry unit, a part of a naval fleet, or a group of war 
planes. 

squaleid (skwol/id, skwO/lid) /'‘skwolid, 'skwolid/ adj. 1. 
filthy and disgusting; repulsive, as from neglect: a squalid 
prison cell. 2. degraded in moral quality; sordid: the 
squalid campaign practices. —squal/id-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

squall! (skwôl) /skwol/ n. (courit] 1. a sudden, violent 
wind, often accompanied by rain, snow, or sleet. —v. [no 
obj] 2. (of wind) to blow as a squall. 

squall? (skwôl) /skwol/ v. [no obj] 1. to cry or scream 
loudly and violently: The baby was squalling. —n. [count] 
2. the act or sound of squalling. 

squal-or (skwol/er, skwô/lər) /'skwolor, ‘skwolor/ n. 
{noncount) the condition of being squalid; filth and mis- 
ery: Somie of the refugees were forced to live in squalor. 

squan-der (skwon/dar) /‘skwondor/ v. [~ + obj) to 
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spend or use wastefully or foolishly: He Had squaudered 
the family fortune on gambling. 

square (skwar) /skweor/ u., v, squared, squar-ing, adj., 
squar-er, squar-est, adv. —n. [count] 1. a rectangle 
having all four sides of equal length. 2. something hav- 
ing or resembling this form, such as a City block, an area 
on a game board or a piece of graph paper, etc. 3. an 
open area formed at the place where two or more streets 
meet: The concert was held in the vilage square. 4. an 
L-shaped tool, T square, or the like. 5. a. the second 
power of a number, expressed as a? = a x a, where ais 
the number. b. a number that is the second power of an- 
other: Four is the square of two. 6. Slang. a person who 
is old-fashioned or conservative. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to cut 
or reduce to square, rectangular, or cubical form: to 
square an uneven piece of cut wood. 8. [~ + obj] to 
mark out in one or more squares or rectangles: squared 
graph paper. 9. [~ + obj] to multiply (a quantity) by it- 
self; raise to the second power. 10. [~ + obj] to even 
the score of (a contest): The teams squared the score in 
the second half. 11. [~ + obj) to set (the shoulders and 
back) in an erect posture: The prisoner squared his 
shoulders and faced his questioner bravely. 12. [~ + 
obj] to make straight, level, or at right angles to some- 
thing else: Square the cloth on the table. 13. [~ + obj 
+ with + obj) to adjust so as to fit, agree, or be satisfac- 
tory: Can you square such dishonest actions with your 
conscience? 14. [~ + with + obj] to agree; match: That 
theory does not square with the facts. 15. [~ + obj] to 
balance; pay off; settle: to square a debt. 16. square 
away, [~ + away + obj) put (oneself or things) in order 
or in a State of readiness: Everything is squared away for 
the party. 17. square off, [no obj) to hold oneself in a 
position showing readiness to fight: The two teams 
square off tonight to decide the city championship. 18. 
square up, [no obj) to settle an account: FI pay the bill 
now, we can square ip tater. —adj. 19. forming a right 
angle: a square corner. 20. having four sides and four 
right angles or three pairs of parallel sides meeting at 
right angles: a square box. 21. [after a number; before a 
noun] having the form of a square and being described 
by a unit of measurement forming a side of the square: 
one square foot. 22. (after a noun) equal to a square of 
a specified length on a side: They searched an area that 
was five miles square. 23. having a solid, sturdy form: 
He looked tough, square, and ready to handle trouble. 
24. straight, level, or even, such as a Surface. 25. [be + 
~] having all accounts settled. 26. fair; honest; straight- 
forward: We got a square deal on the car. 27. Slang. old- 
fashioned or conservative: She thinks her parents are so 
Square. —adv. 28. in square or rectangular form. 29. at 
right angles: The carpenter lined up the door frame 
square with the floor and walls. 30. straightforwardly; 
fairly; honestly: He treated us fair and square. 31. with 
nothing in the way or blocking; directly: ran square into 
the fence. 32. in a steadfast manner; firmly: She looked 
him square in the eye. —square/ly, adv. —square/- 
ness, n. (noncount) 

square/’-rigged/’, adj. having square sails as the princi- 
pal sails. 

square’ root’, n. [count] a number of which a given 
number is the square: The quantities +6 and —6 are 
square roots of 36 since (+6)x<(+6)=36 and (-6) 
(a) 0: 

squash’ (skwosh, skwosh) /skwpof, skwof/ v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to press into a flat mass; crush: She squashed the 
spider with her shoe. 2. to press with force into a small 
space; cram: [~ + obj]: squashed six of us into the tiny 
car. [no obj): A huge man squashed next to me on the 
bus. 3. [~ + obj] to silence or smother; suppress; 
quash: to squash the indictment. —n. 4. [count] an act 
or instance of squashing or being squashed; the sound 
of this. 5. [count] something squashed. 6. Also called 
squash’ rac’quets. a game for two or four persons, 
similar to racquets. 7. [noncount) Also called squash’ 
ten/nis. a game for two persons, resembling squash 
racquets except that the ball is larger and the racket is 
shaped like a tennis racket. 8. [noncourit] Brit. a bever- 
age made from fruit juice and soda water: fernon squash. 
—squash/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

squash? (skwosh, skwosh) /skwof, skwof/ n, pl. 
squash-es, (esp. when thought of as a group) squash. 
1. the fruit of a plant of the gourd family, eaten as a veg- 
etable: [count]: Buy two squashes at the store. [non- 
count]: some cooked squash. 2. [count] a plant having 
such fruit. 

squat (skwot) /skwot/ v., squat-ted, squat-ting, adj., 
squat-ter, squat-test, 7. —v. [no obj) 1. to sit in a 


square to squeeze bottle 


crouching position with the legs drawn up closely be- 
neath or in front of the body: # squatted behind the table 
where she wouldn't see me. 2. to occupy property or set- 
tle land without permission, such as a squatter: The mi- 
grant workers squatted on the unused farm. —adj. 3. 
very short and thickset: a heavy, squat man. 4. [before a 
noun) in a squatting position; crouching: the squat Kons. 
=n. [cont] 5. the act, position, or posture of squatting. 
—squat/ness, n. (noncount] 

squat-ter (skwot/ar) /'skwotor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that squats. 2. one who settles on land or lives on 
or in property without owning it and without payment of 
rent. 3. one who settles on land under government requ- 
lation in order to get ownership rights some day. 

squaw (skwo), n. [count] 1. Often Offensive. an Ameri- 
can Indian woman, esp. a wife. 2. Slang (disparaging and 
offensive). a. a wife. b. any woman or girl. 

squawk (skwok) /skwok/ v. 1. to utter (a loud, harsh 
cry), such as a duck when frightened: [no obj]: The ducks 
squawked as they flew overhead. [~ + obj): The duck 
squawked a warning. (used with quotations): “Red alert! 
Red alert!” the intercorn squawked. 2. to express (a com- 
plaint, etc.) loudly and strongly: [no obj): Quit squawking 
about your grade! [~ + obj): They squawked their disap- 
proval. —n. [count] 3. a loud, harsh cry or sound. 4. a 
loud, strong complaint. 

squeak (skwék) /skwiyk/ n. [cont] 1. a sharp, shrill cry 
or sound: Her voice rose to a squeak as she protested. 
2. an escape from danger, defeat, etc.: a close squeak 
with death. —v. 3. to make or express (a squeak): [no 
obj): The door squeaks every time you open it. [used 
with quotations]: “Fm afraid,” he squeaked, “What do we 
do next?” 4. squeak by or through, [no obj) to suc- 
ceed, Survive, etc., by a very narrow margin: We man- 
aged to squeak by even though our budget had been 
cut. 

squeak-.y (skwē/kē) /'skwiykiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. making 
a sound like a squeak: a squeaky door. 

squeal (skwél) /skwiyl/ n. [count] 1. a somewhat long, 
sharp cry, as of pain, fear, pleasure, or surprise: a squeal 
of pain. —v. 2. to say or express (a squeal): [no obj]: The 
teenagers squealed with delight. [used with quotations): 
“We're so thrilled!” they att squealed. 3. (no obj] Slang. 
to give information to authorities, as the police, about 
one’s fellow criminals; inform: One of the thieves 
squealed to the police, who then captirred the rest of the 
gang. —squeal/er, n. [count] 

squeamish (skwé/mish) /'‘skwiymif/ adj. 1. easily made 
sick to the stomach: too squeamish to attend horror 
movies. 2. easily shocked by evil, dishonesty, treachery, 
etc. —squeam/ish-ness, n. [noncount) 

squee-gee (skwe/jé, skwe je’) /'skwiyd3iy, skwiy'd3iy/ 
n., pl. -gees, v., -geed, -gee-ing. —n. [count] 1. a tool 
made of a handle and a blade edged with rubber, for re- 
moving water from windows after washing, sweeping wa- 
ter from wet decks, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to sweep, 
scrape, or press with or as if with a squeegee. 

squeeze (skwéz) /skwiyz/ v., squeezed, squeez-ing, n. 
—v. 1. (~ + obj] to press together with force; compress: 
The crowd almost squeezed me flat! 2. [~ + obj] to ap- 
ply pressure to (something) in order to force out juice, 
sap, or the like: He squeezed the toothpaste tube to get 
the last bit out; to squeeze juice ont of an orange. 3. to 
fit into a small or crowded space or time span: [~ + 
obj): | squeezed the car carefully into the tiny parking 
space. [no obj): | squeezed into the crowded bus. 4. [~ 
+ obj) to press (anothers hand or arm) within one’s 
hand as a friendly or sympathetic gesture: She squeezed 
his arm and he smiled back at her. 5. [~ + obj] to ob- 
tain or get (something) from (someone) by some pres- 
sure, force, etc., aS by threatening harm; extort: They 
squeezed the truth out of him. 6. [~ + obj) to cause fi- 
nancial hardship to: Car manufacturers are being 
squeezed by high tariffs. 7. [no obj) to merge or come 
together: The road squeezes to the left up ahead. —n. 
[count] 8. an act or instance of squeezing: a tight 
squeeze on the elevator. 9. the fact or state of being 
squeezed or crowded. 10. a handclasp: She gave my 
hand a squeeze. 11. [usually singular] a troubled finan- 
cial condition, esp. caused by a Shortage, as of credit or 
funds. 12. [usually singular; usually: the + ~) intimida- 
tion to extort money or advantages: The racketeers were 
putting the squeeze on small businesses. 13. Slang. a 
sweetheart: Shes my main squeeze (= She's my most 
important girlfriend). —squeez/a-ble, adj. 

squeeze’ bot/tle, n. [count] a plastic bottle that can 
be squeezed to force out its contents: The bikers drittk 
from their squeeze bottles while riding. 
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squelch to staff 
squelch (skwelch) /skweltf/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to suppress 


or silence, as with force or a crushing response: The dic- 
tator squelched alt opposition. 2. [no Obj) to make a 
splashing sound, as by walking heavily in mud: We could 
hear his boots squetching in the mud. —n. [count] 3. an 
act of squelching. 4. a squelching sound. 

squid (skwid) /skwid/ 1. (count), pl (esp. when thought 
of as a group) squid, (esp. for kinds or species) squids. 
a ten-armed sea creature, having a slender body and a 
pair of rounded or triangular tail fins. 

squig-gle (skwig/al) /skwigoal/ n., v., -gled, -gling. —n. 
[court] 1. a short, irregular curve or twist, as in drawing. 
—v. 2. [110 obj] to move in or appear as squiggles. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to form in or cause to appear as squiggles; scrib- 
ble. —squig/gly, adj., -gli-er, -gli-est. 

squint (skwint) /skwint/ v. [vo obj] 1. to look with the 
eyes partly closed: squinted through the microscope. 2. 
(not: be + ~ing] to be affected with a condition in which 
the eyes are crossed and look in two different directions. 
—n. 3. (count) an act or instance of squinting. 4. [mon- 
count] a condition of the eye in which the eyes are 
crossed. 

squire (skwier) /skway°r/ n., v., squired, squir-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. (in England) a country gentleman. 2. a young 
man of noble birth who served a knight. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to escort as, or as if, a squire: He squired a beautifut 
woman to the batt. 

squirm (skwurm) /skw3rm/ v. [no obj) 1. to twist the 
body, as when feeling discomfort, distress, etc.: He 
squirmed in his seat during the tecture. —n. (count) 2. 
the act of squirming; a squirming movement. 
—squirm/’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

squirrel (skwur/’al, skwur/-) /'skwaral, ‘skwar-/ n. 
[count), pl. -rels, (esp. when thought of as a group) -rel, 
v., -reled, -rel-ing or (esp. Brit.) -relled, -rel-ling. —n. 
[count] 1. a small, bushy-tailed rodent that lives in trees 
and eats nuts. —v. 2. to store or hide (money, etc.) for 
the future, such as squirrels store food for winter: [~ + 
obj + away]: managed to squirrel enough money away 
to send her to college. [~ + away + obj): to squirrel 
away enough money to send her to college. 

squirt (skwiirt) /skwart/ v. 1. to send out (liquid) in a 
quick, sudden jet or spurt: [no obj): The temon squirted 
in my eye. [~ + obj): The hose squirted water. 2.[~ + 
obj) to send out liquid on or at (someone or something) 
in a quick, sudden jet or spurt: She squirted me with wa- 
ter from the garden hose. —n. [count] 3. the act of 
squirting. 4. a small spurt of liquid. 5. a small quantity of 
liquid that has been squirted: a squirt of chocolate sauce 
on lier ice crear. 6. Hiformat. a youngster, esp. a both- 
ersome one. 7. an instrument for squirting, such as a sy- 
ringe. 

squish (skwish) /skwif/ v. 1. {~ + obj] to squeeze or 
squash: The child squished the bug in her hands. 2. (no 
obj] (of water, soft mud, etc.) to make a gushing or 
splashing sound, as when one walks in water, etc.: Her 
shoes squished in the puddles. —n. [court] 3. a squish- 
ing sound. 

Sr., an abbreviation of: 1. Senior. 2. Senor. 3. Sir. 4. 
Sister. 

Sri Lankan (srē/ lang’kan, lang’ken, shrē/) /,sriy 
'lapkən, ‘hkenkon, ,friy/ adj. 1. of or relating to Sri Lanka. 
=r. [count] 2. a person born or living in Sri Lanka. 

SRO, an abbreviation of: 1. single-room occupancy. 2. 
standing room only. 

SS, an abbreviation of: 1. social security. 2. steamship. 
3. supersonic. 

S.S., an abbreviation of: steamship. 

SSE, an abbreviation of: south-southeast. 

SST, an abbreviation of: supersonic transport. 

SSW, an abbreviation of: south-southwest. 

St., an abbreviation of: 1. Saint. 2. Strait. 3. Street. 

Sta., an abbreviation of: Station. 

stab (stab) /sticb/ v., stabbed, stab-bing, 1. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to pierce with or as if with a pointed weapon: Ro- 
meo stabbed Tybalt and kilted him. 2. (~ + obj] to 
thrust or plunge (a knife, etc.) into something: He 
stabbed the knife straight into the victini’s chest. 3. to 
make a jabbing motion on, at, or in (someone or some- 
thing): [~ + at + obj): Konieo stabbed at Mercutio with 
the knife. [~ + obj): He stabbed the buttons atid 
launched the rocket. —t. (count) 4. the act of stabbing. 
5. a thrust made with or as if with a pointed weapon. 6. 
an attempt; try: to make a stab at an answer. 7. a sud- 
den, brief, painful sensation: a stab of pity. —Idiom. 8. 
stab in the back, a. [~ + obj + in the back] to betray 
(someone trusting): She stabbed hint in the back by tell- 


betrayal: Telling him all my secrets was a vicious stab in 
the back. 


-stab-, root. -stab- comes from Latin, where it has the 


meaning “stand.” This meaning is found in such words 
as: ESTABLISH, INSTABILITY, STABILIZE, STABLE, UNSTABLE. 

stab-bing (stab/ing) /‘stwbin/ adj. 1. penetrating; pierc- 
ing; sharp: a stabbing pain. 2. incisive or trenchant: stab- 
bing satire. —n. [count] 3. an act of using a knife or 
other sharp instrument to strike another: another stab- 
bing on the subways. 

sta-bil-iety (sta bii tē) /sta'bilitiy/ n. [moncount] the 
state, quality, or condition of being stable: He was ar- 
rested for “threatening the stability of the country.” See 
-STAB-. 

sta-bi-lize (stā/bə liz’) /'steybo,layz/ v., -lized, -liz-ing. 
1. to make or hold stable: [~ + obj]: This device on the 
boat should stabilize it. [no obj): The boat stabilized as it 
picked up speed. 2. to keep or remain at a given level or 
amount: [~ + obj]: to stabilize rents. [no obj): Interest 
rates have finally stabilized at a low 2.5%. —sta-bielt-za- 
tion (stā/bə la zā/shən) /,steybala'zeyfan/ n. Lvoncount) 
See -STAB-. 

sta-bi-liz-er (sta’ba li/zar) /‘steyba,layzar/ n. [count] a 
device that stabilizes. See -sTaB-. 

sta-ble' (sta’bal) /'steybol/ n, v, -bled, -bling. —n. 
[count] 1. a building with stalls where horses, cattle, etc., 
are kept and fed. 2. a collection of animals housed in 
such a building. 3. a number of people, such as athletes 
or performers, who work for, or are represented by, the 
same company, agency, etc.: the movie agent's stable of 
movie stars. —v. [~ + obj) 4. to put or keep in or as if 
in a stable. 

sta-ble? (sta’bal) /'steybəl/ adj., -bler, -blest. 1. not 
likely to fall, collapse, or overturn; firm; steady: The 
building has a stable foundation. 2. able or likely to con- 
tinue or last; firmly established: a stable government. 3. 
not likely to change quickly: a stable currency. 4. not 
changing in character or purpose: He's a quiet, stable 
eniployee. 5. not subject to emotional instability or ill- 
ness; sane. 6. not readily decaying or changing: a stable 
chemical. 7. (of a patients condition) exhibiting no sig- 
nificant change: The gunshot victim is in stable condition. 
See -STAB-. 

stac-ca-to (sta ka/td) /sta'kutow/ adj., adv., 1., pl. -tos, 
-ti (-té) /-tiy/, —adj. 1. shortened and separated one 
from another when played or sung: staccato notes. 2. 
made up of, or having, suddenly unconnected parts; dis- 
jointed: spoke in a rapid-fire, staccato voice. —adv. 3. in 
a staccato manner. —n. [count] 4. something done or 
performed in a staccato manner. 

stack (stak) /stwk/ n. [count] 1. an organized, neat pile 
or heap: Take the top card from the stack and turn it 
over. 2. a large pile of hay, straw, or the like. 3. stacks, 
[plural] a set of shelves for books in a library. 4. a 
smokestack. 5. a great quantity or number: [~ + non- 
count noun): a stack of mail. (~ + plural noun): We got 
a stack of tetters yesterday. 6. a list, as in a computer, 
arranged so that the last item stored is the first item re- 
trieved. —v. 7. to pile, arrange, or place in a stack: [~ + 
obj): She stacked the suitcases on the roof rack. [~ + up 
+ obj): He stacked up the books against the wall. [~ + 
obj + up): He stacked them up against the walt. 8. [no 
obj] to form a stack: Those logs won't stack; they keep 
tumbling down. 9. [~ + obj; usually: be + ~-ed) to 
cover with something in stacks: The office space was 
stacked high with old dusty files. 10. [~ + obj] to ar- 
range or select unfairly in order to force a desired result: 
to stack a jury against a defendant. 11. stack up, [~ + 
up + against + obj) to compare, esp. favorably; meas- 
ure up: How do these new minivans stack up against the 
older ones? ——Idiom. 12. stack the deck, a. to ar- 
range cards or a pack of cards so as to cheat. b. to man- 
age or arrange events, etc., esp. unfairly, to achieve a de- 
sired result: The deck was stacked against hini before he 
even walked in for the interview. 

stadium (stā/dē am) /'steydiyam/ n. (count), pl. -die 
ums, -diea (-dé ə) /-diyo/. 1. a sports arena with rising 
rows of seats for viewers. 2. (in ancient Greece and 
Rome) a track for foot races. 

staff (staf) /stæf/ n., pl staffs for 1, 4; staves (stavz) or 
staffs for 2, 3, 5; adj., v. —rı. 1. a group of people, esp. 
workers, who carry out the work of an establishment, 
such as a group of assistants to a manager, superintend- 
ent, etc.: [count]: He has a fine staff working under liini. 
[noncount]: | am complaining about one of your staff. 2. 
[connut] a stick, pole, or rod for aid in walking or climb- 
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ing, for use as a weapon, etc. 3. [count] a pole on which 
a flag is hung or displayed. 4. (count; usually singular) 
something that supports or sustains: Bread is the staff of 
life. 5. [count] a set of usually five lines, with the corre- 
sponding four spaces between them, on which music is 
written, —adj. [before a noun) 6. of or relating or be- 
longing to an organizational staff: staff officers. 7. work- 
ing on the staff of a corporation, institution, etc.: a staff 
writer. —v. [~ + obf) 8. to provide with a staff of assis- 
tants or workers: The company is staffed with the finest 
engineers in this country. 

staff-er (staf/ar) /'stwfor/ n. (count) a member of a staff 
of employees, as at a newspaper. 

stag (stag) /stag/ n. [count] 1. an adult male deer. 2. 
the male of various other animals. 3. Also, stag party. a 
party for men only, given for a bachelor before his mar- 
riage. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of or for men only: a stag 
dinner. 5. intended for male audiences and usually por- 
nographic in content: a stag show. —adv. 6. without a fe- 
male companion: to go stag to a patty. 

Stage (staj) /stcyd3/ n., v, staged, stag-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a step or degree in a process, development, or 
series: in the early stages of his career. 2. a raised plat- 
form or floor, as for speakers. 3. the platform on which 
the actors perform in a theater. 4. the stage, [usually 
singular) the acting profession: All his life he wanted to 
be part of the stage. See on stage below. 5. a stage- 
coach. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to represent, produce, or exhibit 
on or as if on a Stage: to Stage a play. 7. to plan, organ- 
ize, Or Carry out, esp. for effect: Workers staged a one- 
day strike. —Idiom. 8. by easy stages, gradually; 
without hurry. 9. on stage, [noncount] a. performing, 
esp. aS an actor: He was on stage for every show. b. in 
the area of the stage seen by the audience: The main fig- 
ure in the play never appears on stage. 

stage-coach (staj/koch’) /'steyd3,kowtf/ n. [count] a 
horse-drawn coach that formerly traveled regularly over a 
certain route with passengers, parcels, etc. 

stage’ fright’, n. (noncount] nervousness felt by a 
performer or speaker in front of an audience. 

stage-hand (staj/hand’) /‘steyd3,hend/ n. [count] one 
who moves objects, settings, etc., or who regulates light- 
ing, etc., in a stage play or production. 

Stag-fla-tion (stag fla”shan) /stwg'fleyfon/ n. [non- 
count] a period when there is economic inflation, rising 
unemployment, and no increase in business activity. 

Stag-ger (stag’er) /'stagor/ v. 1. to (cause to) walk, 
move, or stand unsteadily: [no obj]: He staggered from 
the force of the blow. [~ + obj]: The next punch stag- 
gered him. 2. [~ + obj) to astonish or shock: a fact that 
Staggers the mind. 3. [~ + obj] to arrange in a pattern 
so aS not to be in the same place at the same time: to 
stagger our lunch hours. —n. (count) 4. the act of stag- 
gering; an unsteady, reeling movement: /urching with a 
clumsy stagger. 5. a staqgered order or arrangement. 

stag-gered (stag’ard) /'stwgord/ adj. 1. amazed: 
shocked; astonished: a staggered look on her face. 2. ar- 
ranged so as not to be in the same place at the same 
time: staggered lunch hours. 

stag-ger-ing (stag’a ring) /'stwgorin/ adj. causing 
shock, disbelief, or astonishment: staggering rates of in- 
flation. 

stag-nant (stag/nont) /'stægnənt/ adj. of or relating to 
Stagnation: a stagnant pool of water; a stagnant econ- 
omy. 

stag-nate (stag/nat) /‘stwgneyt/ v. [no obj), -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. 1. to cease to run or flow, as water or air. 2. to 
become bad-smelling from standing, as a pool of water. 
3. to stop progressing: was just stagnating in his job. 
—Stag-na-tion (stag na’shan) /stæg'neyfən/ n. [non- 
count] 

staid (stad) /stcyd/ adj. too solemn, serious, dull, or set- 
tled in one’s ways. —staid/ly, adv. 

Stain (stan) /steyn/ n. 1. [count] a mark caused by for- 
eign matter on a material: a bright blue stain on Nis shirt. 
2. [count] a cause of disgrace or dishonor. 3. a dye 
made into a solution for coloring woods, textiles, etc.: 
(noncount): Try using stain on the rocking chair. (count): 
several wood Stains to choose from: red, dark brown, or 
tight brown. —v. 4. to (cause to) become discolored, as 
by having spots: [~ + obj]: The blood stained his shirt. 
[no obj): The white rug will stain too easily. 5.[~ + obj] 
to color or dye (wood, cloth, etc.): / stained the old rock- 
ing chair and made it look like new. 6. [~ + obj) to 
bring disgrace or dishonor upon: Although the charges 
were never proven, his reputation was stained forever. 
—stain/less, adj. 
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Stain/less steel’, n. (noncount) a steel containing 12 
percent chromium, so as to resist rust. 

stair (star) /steor/ n. [count] 1. one of a flight or series 
of steps for going from one level to another. 2. stairs, 
[plural] such steps thought of as a group, esp. as form- 
ing a flight or a Series of flights. 

Stair-case (star/kas’) /‘stear,keys/ n. [count] a flight of 
Stairs with its frame, banisters, etc., or a series of such 
flights. 

stair-way (star/wa’) /'steor,wey/ n. [Count] a passage- 
way from one level to another by a series of stairs; stair- 
case. See illustration at HOTEL. 


stair-well or stair well (star’wel’) /'steor,wel/ n. 
[count] the vertical shaft or opening containing a stair- 
way. 

stake’ (stak) /steyk/ n, v, staked, stak-ing. —n. 


[count] 1. a stick pointed at one end for driving into the 
ground as a boundary mark, part of a fence, etc. 2. a 
post to which a person is tied for execution, usually by 
burning. 3. the stake, [usually singular] the punishment 
of death by burning. —v. 4. [~ (+ out/off) + obj) to 
mark (land) with or as if with stakes: Stake (out) the area 
youll need for the tomatoes. 5. [~ (+ out/off) + obj) to 
claim or reserve a Share of (land, profit, etc.) as if by 
marking with stakes: The settlers staked (out) the land 
from here to the river. 6. [~ + obj) to support with a 
Stake or stakes, such as a plant. 7. pull up stakes, [no 
obj) to leave one’s job, place of residence, etc.; move. 8. 
stake out, (of the police) to keep (a place) under watch: 
[~ + ont + obj): The police staked ont the bank. [~ + 
obj + out): to stake it out for a week. 

stake’? (stak) /steyk/ n, v, staked, stak-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. something, usually money, bet in a game. 2. 
an investment in business, with the hope of financial 
gain: a big stake in the company. 3. a personal interest 
or involvement: Farents have a big stake in the decisions 
made by their children’s teachers. 4. Often, stakes. [plu- 
raf] a prize, reward, etc., in or as if in a contest: The 
Stakes are high in the lottery this week. —v. 5. [~ + obj 
+ on + obj] to risk (something) upon the outcome of an 
uncertain event, business venture, etc.: He staked a lot of 
money on the deal. 6. [~ + obj + to + obj] to provide 
(someone) resources, esp. money: They staked him to a 
good meal and sent him on his way. —Idiom. 7. at 
stake, [noncount] in danger of being lost; at risk: There's 
a great deat at stake in the upcoming election. 

stake-out (stak/out’) /'stcyk,awt/ n. [count] 1. the act 
by police of watching a suspect or a location, to capture 
a wanted person or witness a crime being committed. 2. 
the place from which such watching is carried out. 

Sta-lac-tite (sta lak/tit, stal”ak tit’) /sto'lektayt, 
‘stalok,tayt/ n. [count] a deposit, usually of calcium car- 
bonate, shaped like an icicle, hanging from the roof of a 
cave or the like, and formed by the dripping of water. 

Sta-lag-mite (sta lag’mit, stalag mit’) /sto'legmayt, 
‘stalog,mayt/ n. [count] a deposit, usually of calcium 
carbonate, resembling an upside-down stalactite, formed 
on the floor of a cave or the like by the dripping of water. 

stale (stal) /stcyl/ adj., stal-er, stal-est. 1. not fresh; dry 
or hardened, such as bread. 2. musty; stagnant: a stale 
room. 3. overly familiar; hackneyed; trite: a stale joke. 4. 
having lost or no longer having or showing interest: He 
felt stale and and unable to get excited about work. 
—stale/’ness, n. [nonconnt] 

stalemate (stāl/māt/) /'steylmeyt/ n, v., -mated, 
-mat-ing. —n. [count] 1. a situation in which no action 
can be taken or progress made; deadlock: The battle had 
been fought to a stalemate. —v. 2. to (cause to) reach a 
stalemate: [no obj): Talks on the new contract had stale- 
mated. [~ + obj): The union negotiators tried to stale- 
mate the negotiations. 

Stalk? (stôk) /stok/ n. [count] 1. the stem of a plant. 2. a 
shaft or slender supporting part of anything. 

stalk? (stôk) /stok/ v. 1. [~ + obj) a. to pursue for the 
purpose of capturing, without being seen or noticed: 
hunters stalking a deer. b. to follow (a person) continu- 
ally, usually to gain attention: celebrities being stalked by 
unstable fans. 2. [~ + obj] to roam through (an area) 
without being easily noticed: Killers stalked the park at 
night. 3. [no obj) to walk with stiff or proud strides: 
Stalked angrily out of the room. 

stall’ (stôl) /stol/ n. [count] 1. a compartment, as in a 
stable, to confine an animal: the stalls for individual 
cows. 2. a booth in which merchandise is displayed for 
sale. 3. a small enclosed space for a specific activity or 
thing: a shower stall. 4. a marked space for parking a 
Car, as in a parking lot. 5. a condition in which an engine 
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suddenly stops functioning. —v. 6. [no obj; (~ + oul) 
(of a motor or a vehicle) to stop or come to a standstill: 
The car started but then immediately stalled. 7. [~ + 
Obj] to cause (a Car or motor) to stop functioning sud- 
denly, as by overloading: kept stalling the car when I put 
it in gear. 

stall? (stôl) /stol/ v. 1. to delay, esp. by avoiding a direct 
answer or action: [~ + obj]: deliberately tried to stall the 
talks so that we wouldn't get a raise. [no obj): You're 
Stalling; just give us an answer. 2. [no obj] to be de- 
layed, impeded, or interrupted: Once again contract talks 
have stalled. 

Stal-lion (stal’/yan) /'stwlyan/ n. [count] an uncastrated 
adult male horse, esp. one used for breeding. 

stalwart (stdl/wart) /'stolwart/ adj. 1. strong and 
sturdy. 2. brave; valiant. 3. firm; steadfast: a stalwart be- 
liever in Marxism. —n. [count] 4. a physically stalwart 
person. 5. one who steadily and firmly believes in a 
cause: party stalwarts. 

staemen (stā/mən) /‘steymoan/ n. [cont], pi. staemens, 
stam-i-na (stana nə) /'stæmənə/. the pollen-bearing or- 
gan of a flower, made of the filament and the anther. 

stameiena (stam/ə nə) /'stemons/ n. [noncount] 
strength to go on in spite of fatigue, stress, etc.; endur- 
ance: He built up lis stamina by running every day. 

stam-mer (stan/ar) /'stæmər/ v. 1. to speak with un- 
controllable breaks and pauses or repetitions of syllables 
or sounds: [7o obj]: He stamrnered and got more nerv- 
ous when the police asked hint what he was doing. [7 
(+ out) + obj): He stammered (out) some lame excuse 
about being at the movies. [used with quotations]: “I.uh, 
I..don’t rementber,” he stammered. —n. [count] 2. a 
stammering way of speaking. 3. a stammered word, 
phrase, or sentence. —stam/mer-er, n. [count] 
—stam/mer-ing'ly, adv. 

stamp (stamp) /stxmp/ v. 1. to strike with a forceful, 
strong, downward movement or push of the foot: [~ + 
obj): She stamped my foot. [no obj]: She stamped down 
hard on my foot. 2. [~ + obj] to bring (the foot) down 
forcibly on the ground, floor, etc.: stamping their feet to 
keep warm in the icy winter night. 3. [no obj] to walk 
quickly with heavy, forceful steps: stamping around the 
apartment above us. 4. stamp out, to crush or extin- 
guish by, or as if by, a stamp: [~ + ont + obj]: He raced 
into the room and quickly stamped out the small fire that 
had started. [~ + obj + out]: to stamp it out before it 
spreads. 5. [~ + obj] to put a mark, symbol, the date, 
etc., on (something) to indicate that it is genuine, that it 
has approval or permission, or the like: The imnmuigration 
Officials stamped my passport. 6. [~ + obj] to put (a 
mark, symbol, etc.) on something, so as to indicate gen- 
uineness, permission, etc.: The immigration officials 
stamtped the date on my passport. 7. {~ + obj] to attach 
or stick a postage stamp to (a letter, etc.): Slamp the let- 
ter before you put it in the mailbox. —n. [court] 8. Also, 
postage stamp. a small gummed rectangular label for 
sticking on a piece of mail, such as an envelope, as evi- 
dence that postage has been paid. 9. a small block of 
wood or metal with a design on it that can be pressed 
onto paper or the like. 10. a mark or Seal printed by 
such a block: His passport had entrance and exit stamps 
from many countries. 11. something that shows a strong 
influence or impression: The president had left his stamp 
on the country. 12. an act or instance of stamping: He 
gave an impatient stamp of lis foot. 13. Food stamp. 14. 
an instrument for stamping, crushing, or pounding. 
—stamp/er, n. [count] 

stam-pede (stam pēd/) /stwm'piyd/ n., v., -ped-ed, 
-ped-ing. —n. [count] 1. a sudden, uncontrolled rush of 
a herd of frightened animals, esp. cattle or horses. 2. 
any uncontrolled rush for or to something: The fuel 
shortage caused a stampede to the gas stations. —v. 3. 
to (cause to) scatter or flee in a stampede: [no obj]: The 
horses starnpeded when the tornado struck. [~ + obj]: 
The tornado stanipeded the horses. 4. [no obj) to make 
a general, uncontrolled rush: The guests starntpeded out 
of the burning hotel. 5. [~ + obj] to rush into or overrun 
(a place): Frantic fans stamipeded the box office. 6. [~ + 
obj] to urge (someone) into doing something in a hurry: 
They were staiipeded into buying all that life insurance. 

stamp/ing ground’, r. [court] a habitual or favorite 
haunt. 

-stan-, rool. -stan- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “stand; remain.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CIRCUMSTANCE, CONSTANT, DISTANCE, DISTANT, HAP- 
PENSTANCE, INCONSTANCY, INCONSTANT, INSUBSTANTIAL, 
STANCE, STANCH, STANCHION, STANZA, SUBSTANCE, SUBSTAN- 
TIAL, SUBSTANTIVE, TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 
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stance (stans) /stæns/ n. [count] 1. the bearing of the 
body while standing, esp. in sports: He assumed a karate 
stance. 2. a mental or emotional position or opinion 
taken with respect to something: the governors stance 
on the issue of aid to higher education. See -STAN-. 

stanch’! (sténch, stanch, stanch) /stontf, stantf, stant f/ 
also staunch (stônch) /stontf/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to stop 
the flow of (a liquid, esp. blood): fo apply pressure to 
stanch the blood from the wound. 2. to stop the flow of 
blood or other liquid from (a wound, etc.): to apply pres- 
sure to stanch the wound. 3. to check or reduce the 
speed of (an outflow): stanching the dollar drain. See 
-STAN-. 

stanch? (st6nch, stanch, stanch) /stontf, stantf, stantJ/ 
adj., -er, -est. STAUNCH’. 

stan-chion (stan/shən) /'stænfən/ n. [count] a vertical 
bar or support, as in a window or stall. See -STAN-. 

stand (stand) /stænd/ v., stood (stòód) /stud/ stand-ing, 
n. —v. 1. [no obj] to be in an upright position on the 
feet: standing by the door when | came in. 2. to (cause 
someone to) rise to one’s feet: [no obj; ~ (+ up)]: We 
stood (up) when the president entered the room. [~ + 
obj + up]: stood the toddler back up after she fell. 3. 
[not: be + -ing; ~ + a noun showing measurement] to 
have a certain height when in this position: He stands six 
feet tall. 4. [no obj] to remain the same, esp. unused: 
The bicycle has stood in the garage all winter. 5. [no obj) 
to take a position as indicated: to stand aside. 6. (of 
things) to (cause to) rest in an upright position: [no obj): 
The broom stood in the corner. [~ + obj): He stood the 
broom in the corner. 7. [no obj) to be located or situ- 
ated: The building stands npon the hill. 8. (usually: not: 
be + ~-ing; ~ (+ at) + a noun indicating number or 
amount] (of a score, etc.) to remain as indicated: The 
score stands (at) 18 to 14. 9. [no obj] to continue in 
force; remain valid: My offer still stands. 10. to be or re- 
main in a specified state or condition: [no obj]: Where do 
I stand in the competition? [~ + adjective]: | stand cor- 
rected. [~ + to + verb]: He stands to gain quite a lot 
from his wife's death. 11. [~ + for + obj] Chiefly Brit. to 
be a candidate, as for public office: to stand for Farlia- 
ment. 12. [~ + obj] to submit to; be forced to go 
through: to stand trial for murder, 13. [~ + obj] to be 
able to tolerate; resist; endure: My eyes can't stand the 
glare. 14. [~ + obj] to perform one’s job or duty as: fo 
stand watch aboard ship; He stood guard over the pris- 
oners. 15. stand by, a. [~ + by + obj] to uphold; sup- 
port: Stand by your parents in their ime of need. b. [~ 
+ by + obj] to remain firm about (something); be loyal 
to: / stand by my original statement. c. [no obj] to wait, 
esp. in anticipation: Please stand by, we're having techni- 
cal difficulties. d. [no obj] to be ready to board (an air- 
plane, etc.) as an alternate passenger. 16. stand down, 
[no obj] a. Law. to leave the witness stand: The judge 
told the witness to stand down. b. to step aside, as from 
a competition. 17. stand for, [~ + for + obj] a. [not: 
be + ~ing] to represent; symbolize: P.S. stands for 
“postscript.” b. to advocate; favor: The candidate says 
she stands for more aid to edircation. c. [with negative 
words or phtrases] to tolerate; allow; accept or put up 
with: ‘Y won't stand for any nonsense,” the teacher said. 
18. stand in, [no obj; ( ~ + in + for + obj)] to be a 
substitute (for): No, l'm not the supervisor, I'm just sland- 
ing in (for her) intil she comes back. 19. stand off, a. 
[no Obj] to keep or Stay at a distance: The planes stood 
off and circled overhead. b. to repel or evade: [~ + off 
+ obj): Our troops stood off the latest assault. [~ + obj 
+ off}: As for their arnty, Our troops stood them off last 
time, too. 20. stand on, [~ + on + obj] to be based 
on; depend on; rest on: The horse stood on sand. 21. 
stand out, [no obj] a. to stick out past something: The 
pier stands ont from the harbor walls. b. to be noticed 
easily, on account of fame, etc.: She stands ont in a 
crowd. 22. stand up, a. [no obj] to be or remain con- 
vincing: That evidence won't stand ip in court. b. [no 
obj] to last long; be durable: Wool stands up better than 
silk. c. to fail to keep an appointment with: [~ + up + 
obj]: She stood up several of my friends. [~ + obj + 
up]: She stood him up on their last two dates. 23. stand 
up for, [~ + up + for + obj] to defend; support: Yor 
have to stand up for your children. 24. stand up to, [~ 
+ up + to + obj) to meet (danger, difficulty, etc.) with- 
out fear; confront: If you stand up to that birlly, he'll back 
down. —it. [count] 25. the act of standing. 26. a halt or 
stop. 27. a final defensive effort: Custer’s last stand. 28. 
a policy, position, opinion, etc., with respect to a (usually 
controversial) issue: We must take a stand on sex educa- 
tion. 29. witness stand: Before you take the stand | must 
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remind you that you are stilt mider oath. 30. a raised 
platform, as for a speaker, a band, etc. 31. stands, [pii- 
ral] a raised section of seats for spectators; grandstand. 
32. a framework on or in which articles are placed for 
storing, support, or display: an unibretla stand. 33. a 
Stall, booth, or the like where articles are displayed for 
sale: a fruit stand. 34. a place to wait for taxis: a taxi 
stard. 35. a stop on the tour of a theater company, a 
rock group, etc., esp. for a single performance: a otrie- 
night staid in the sniall university town. — Idiom. 36. 
stand to reason, [/ol: be + ~-itig; it + ~ + to reason] 
to be logical or reasonable: /t stands to reason that he'll 
choose lier; he always takes the riglit clioice. 
—Stand/er, 1. [conrnt] See -STAN-. 
stand-ard (stan/dard) /'stændərd/ n. [court] 1. some- 
thing considered to be a basis of comparison: arn official 
Standard for weight. 2. a principle for judging how good 
something is: a feaclier whose standards are quite high. 
3. an average or normal quality, quantity, or level: The 
work isnt up to his usual standard. 4. standards, [plu- 
ral] the morals, ethics, etc., regarded as acceptable: The 
Standards of the community are taken into account. 5. a 
popular song having long-lasting popularity: He likes the 
old standards —Gershwin, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin. 6. a 
flag indicating the presence of a king, queen, or public 
official, or used as an emblem by a group in the armed 
forces: King Arthur raised the statidard of the Pendragon. 
—adj. 7. serving as a basis of weight, measure, value, 
comparison, or judgment. 8. [before a nonn) of recog- 
nized excellence or established authority: a standard ref- 
ererice book. 9. usual or customary; normal: Tle car has 
these standard features: air conditioning, an airbag, ard 
fold-down rear seats. 10. manual; not electric or auto- 
matic: standard transmission. 11. [usualy before a 
nout) (of a language or dialect) agreeing with the pro- 
nunciation, grammar, vocabulary, etc., found among 
most educated native speakers and widely considered ac- 
ceptable or correct. Compare NONSTANDARD (def. 2). 
stand/ard-bear/er, n. [count] 1. an officer or soldier 
of a military unit who carries a flag used as an emblem 
of an army group. 2. one generally thought of as being 
the leader of a movement, political party, etc.: the new 
Standard-bearer of the coriservative movement. 
stand-ard-ize (stan’dar diz’) /'standor,dayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to cause to agree with or conform to 
a Standard. —stand:-ard:-i-za-tion (stan/darda za/shan) 
/ staendorda'zey fan/ n. [noncount) 
stand/ard of liv’ing, n. [count; usually singular] the 
level of comfort or wealth maintained by an individual or 
by the people of a certain community, group, nation, 
etc.: a high standard of living. 
stand’ard time’, 1. [count] the official time adopted 
for a country or region, with a difference of exactly one 
hour between one zone and the next. 
stand-by (stand/bi’) /'stænd,bay/ n., pl -bys, adj., adv. 
—n. [court] 1. a strong, loyal follower. 2. something 
upon which one can rely: took out his old standby, a 
Swiss army knife. 3. something or someone held ready 
to serve as a Substitute, as in an emergency: We have an 
emergeticy generator as a standby. 4. a traveler who will 
receive a seat, aS on a plane, only if a place becomes 
available. —adj. [usually: before a nom) 5. kept ready 
for use as a Substitute: a standby player. 6. of, for, or 
traveling as a standby: a standby flight. —adv. 7. as a 
standby: to fly standby to Ronie. —Idiom. 8. on 
standby, ready to act immediately when called upon. 
stand-ee (stan dé’) /stan'diy/ 1. [count], pl -ees. one 
who Stands, as in a public conveyance. 
stand/-in’, n. [count] a substitute; one who takes the 
place of another temporarily. 
stand-ing (stan/ding) /'stwndin/ m. 1. [nonconrnt] rank 
or status, esp. with respect to social, economic, or per- 
sonal position, etc: a persori of little standing in the 
community. 2. [(noncount] good position, reputation, or 
credit: a person of some social standing. 3. [noncount 
length of continuing, living, or staying in a place; time of 
experience, etc.: friends of long standing. 4. standings, 
[plural] a list of contestants according to their past win- 
ning and losing records: The teani was first in the 
standings. —adj. [before a noun) 5. having, in, or from 
an erect position: a standing lamp. 6. performed in or 
from an erect position: a standing jump. 7. still; not low- 
ing or stagnant: standing pools of water. 8. lasting or 
permanent; continuing in force: a strong standing army. 
stand-off or stand-off (stand/6f, -of’) /'stændəf, -,of/ 
n. (court) 1. a tie or draw, as in a contest: faced another 
standoff with her opponent. —adj. 2. keeping apart from 
others; aloof; reserved; standoffish. 
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stand-off-ish or stand-off-ish (stand/6/fish, -of/ish) 
Isteend'ofif, -'ofif/ adj. tending to keep oneself apart 
and to be unfriendly; aloof. 

stand-out or stand-out (stand/out’) /'stwnd,awt/ r. 
[count] 1. a person, performance, etc., that is clearly 
better than others. 2. one easily noticed because of a re- 
fusal to go along with the opinions, goals, etc., of the 
majority. —adj. [usually: before a noun) 3. outstanding; 
superior. 

stand-point (stand/point’) /'stænd,pəynt/ n. [count] 1. 
the mental attitude from which a person views and 
judges things: Fron: my standpoint | cant utiderstatid 
how anyone could conimit such a liorrible crime. 2. the 
point or place at which a person stands to view some- 
thing. 

stand-still (stand/stil’”) /'stænd,stil/ n. [courit; usually 
Singular) a state in which action has stopped; stop: The 
work had come to a standstill. 

stand’-up’ or stand/up’, adj. [before a nour) 1. 
standing erect or upright, as a collar. 2. (of a comedian) 
delivering comic performances, monologues, etc., while 
standing alone in front of an audience or camera. 

stank (stangk) /stank/ v. a pt. of STINK. 

stan-za (Stan/za) /'stænzo/ nu. [count], pl. -zas. an ar- 
rangement of a certain number of lines in a poem. See 
-STAN-. 

staph (staf) /stæf/ n. [noncount] staphylococcus: a stapli 
infection. 

staph-y-lo-coc-cus (stafa la kok/as) /stafalo'knkos/ 
n. [count], pl -coc-ci (-kok/si) /-'knksay/. a type of bac- 
teria with a round shape. 

sta-ple' (sta/pal) /'steypəl/ n., v., -pled, -pling. —v. 
[count] 1. a short piece of wire bent so as to hold to- 
gether papers or the like by driving the ends through the 
sheets and bending them together on the other side. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to fasten by a Staple or staples: Staple 
the pages together. —sta/pler, 1. [count] 

sta-ple’ (sta/pal) /‘stcypal/ n. [count] 1. a principal raw 
material or product grown or manufactured in a locality. 
2. a basic or necessary item of food: flour, salt, and other 
Staples. 3. a basic or principal item, feature, or part: re- 
spect, trust, commitment: the staples of a marriage. 
—adj. [before a noun] 4. chief among the products ex- 
ported or produced by a country: staple crops. 5. basic, 
chief, or principal: staple industries; a staple diet. 

star (star) /star/ n., adj., v., starred, star-ring. —u. 
[count] 1. a hot, gaslike, bright body in space, such as 
the sun. 2. any body in the sky, except the moon, that 
appears as a fixed point of light in the night sky: The 
evening Star is really the planet Venus. 3. Usually, stars. 
[plural] a heavenly body, esp. a planet, thought of as 
having an influence on human affairs: Madame Fifi, what 
do the stars say about my chances for promotion? 4. 
one’s fortune or success in relation to advancement or 
decline: Your star will rise someday. 5. a figure having 
five Or Six points arranged around a center, sometimes 
used as an ornament, badge, award, etc.: The restaurant 
was awarded five stars. 6. a. a famous or well-known ac- 
tor, singer, etc., esp. one who plays the leading role in a 
production. b. a famous person in some art, profession, 
or field. 7. an asterisk. 8. a white spot on the forehead 
of a horse. —adj. [before a noun) 9. famous, well-known, 
or distinguished: a star reporter. 10. of or relating to a 
Star or Stars. —v. 11. [~ + obj] to have or feature as a 
star: That old movie starred Rudolph Valentino. 12. [rio 
obj) (of a performer) to appear as a Star: Rudolf Valentitio 
Starred in that riovie. 13. [~ + obj) to mark with a star 
or asterisk, as for special notice. ——-Idjom. 14. see 
Stars, to appear to see brilliant streaks of light before the 
eyes, aS from a severe blow to the head. —star/less, 
adj. —star/ry, adj., -ri-er, -ri-est: a brilliant starry sky. 

star-board (star/bard, -b6rd’, -bdrd’) /'starbard, -,bord, 
- bowrd/ nu. [voncount] 1. the right-hand side of, or di- 
rection from, a vessel or aircraft: Steer to starboard! 
—adj. 2. of or relating to the starboard. —adv. 3. toward 
the right side. 

starch (starch) /sturtf/ n. 1. a white, tasteless chemical 
substance in plants, forming an important component of 
rice, corn, wheat, and many other vegetable foods: [non- 
count): a food rich in starch. [count]: There are several 
different starches in that food. 2. [toricourit) a commer- 
cial preparation of this Substance used to stiffen textile 
fabrics in laundering. 3. starches, [plural foods rich in 
natural starch: not enough starches in his diet. —v. [7 + 
obj) 4. to stiffen or treat with starch: fo starch the Shirts 
at the cleatiers. 
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starched (starcht) /startft/ adj. made stiff with starch; 
treated with starch. 

starchry (star/ché) /'startfiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. full of, 
or containing, starch: starchy foods. 2. too formal or stiff 
in treating others. 

star-dom (star’/dam) /'stardom/ n. [noncount] the world, 
condition, or status of star performers, as of the stage, 
etc.: achieved stardom at an early age. See -DOM. 

stare (star) /steor/ v., stared, star-ing, n. —v. 1. to gaze 
or look at deeply, intently, etc., esp. with the eyes wide 
open: (~ + at + obj]: He stared at her for a long time. 
[no obj): Don't stare, it’s rude. [~ + obj]: The police offi- 
cer stared the gang into silence. He stared her up and 
down. 2. stare down, to cause to be nervous or uncom- 
fortable by looking at (someone) deeply, for a long time, 
etc., esp. with the eyes wide open: [~ + obj + down]: 
The mob was ready to riot, but the sheriff managed to 
stare them down. [~ + down + obj]: I've seen him stare 
down a whole gang. —n. [count] 3. a staring gaze; a 
fixed look with the eyes wide open. —IJdiom. 4. stare 
someone in the face, [~ + obj + in the face] a. to be 
urgent or impending, as a deadline: The deadline was 
Staring him in the face. b. to be very obvious, as an an- 
swer or solution: The answer is staring you right in the 
face. —star/’er, n. [count] ——Usage. The verb STARE 
most often takes the preposition at after it: She stared at 
the man with the gun. In this way it is similar to verbs 
like Look and GLaANce, but it is different from see, which 
takes no preposition. 

star-fish (star/fish’) /‘star,fif/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-fish-es. a sea creature having the shape of a star, with 
five arms coming out from a central disk. Also called sea 
star. 

star-gaze (star/gaz’) /'star,gcyz/ v. [no obj], -gazed, 
-gaz-ing. 1. to gaze at or observe the Stars. 2. to day- 
dream. —star/gaz/er, n. [count] 

stark (stark) /stark/ adj., -er, -est, adv. —adj. 1. [before 
a noun) complete, pure, sheer, downright: stark mad- 
ness. 2. harsh, grim, or severe in appearance: The room 
was simple and stark. 3. bluntly or sternly plain: The 
stark reality of our situation finally hit home. 4. sharply 
or harshly distinct: a stark contrast. —adv. 5. absolutely, 
completely, utterly; quite: stark raving mad. —stark/- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

star-let (star/lit) /‘sturlit/ n. [count] a young actress who 
is thought of as a future star, esp. in motion pictures. 

starlight (star/lit’) /‘star,layt/ n. [noncomnt] the light 
coming from the stars. —star-lit (star/lit’) /'star,lit/ adj. 

star-ling (star/ling) /'starlin/ n. [count] a stocky, medi- 
um-sized songbird with shiny black coloring. 

star’ry-eyed’, adj. overly romantic; unrealistic; 
dreamy; naive: When we first went overseas we were 
Starry-eyed about everything that was new and different. 

Stars’ and Stripes’, n. [proper noun; singular; sed 
with a singular verb; the + ~] the national flag of the 
U.S. Also called Old Glory. 

start (start) /staurt/ v. 1. to (cause to) begin; commence: 
[10 obj): We'll start at dawn, if you can get up that early! 
[~ + obj): t started my current job in 1992. [~ + to + 
verb]: The fir trees started to lose their needles. [~ + 
verb-ing]: She started rniming when she saw him. 2. to 
(cause to) come into being, movement, or operation: [no 
obj): The trouble started when t couldn't get a job. [~ + 
obj): The drivers started their engines with a roar. 3. [~ 
+ obj] to establish or found: to Start a new business. 4. 
[~ + obj] to help (someone) set out on a journey, ca- 
reer, etc.: His parents started him in show business. 5. 
[no obj] to give a sudden, uncontrolled jump, as from 
pain or surprise: He started when F tapped him orn the 
shoutder to wake him up. —n. [count] 6. a beginning of 
an action, journey, etc.: Our business got off to a slow 
Start. 7. a place or time from which something begins: 
It's the start of the new season. 8. the first part or begin- 
ning segment of anything: We missed the start of the 
show. 9. a sudden, involuntary jerk of the body: awoke 
witht a start. 10. a lead or advance, as over competitors 
or pursuers: He Had a two-hour start, but they soon 
caught up with him. 11. a means of beginning or ad- 
vancing something desired: Her parents gave them a 
Start by buying themi a house. —Syn. See BEGIN. 
Start-er (stär/tər) /startor/ n. [count) 1. a mechanical 
device that starts an engine. 2. anything that starts. 
—Idiom. 3. for starters, /riformal. as the first step or 
part; initially: We‘ Have cocktails for starters. 

star-tle (star/tl) /‘startl/ v. [~ + obj], -tled, -tling. to 
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disturb suddenly as by surprise: You startled me when 
you slammed the door so loudly. 

star-tling (star/tling) /'startlin/ adj. disturbing; frighten- 
ing: a startling noise; a startling discovery. 

star-va-tion (star va/shon) /star'veyfon/ n. (noncount) 
a condition of great weakness or death due to lack of 
food. 

starve (star) /sturv/ v., starved, starv-ing. 1. to (cause 
to) weaken, waste, or die from lack of food: [no obj): was 
broke so long he nearly starved. [~ + obj]: tried to 
starve his enemy into submission. 2. [be + ~-ed/ ~-ing, 
no obj] to be extremely hungry: When do we eat? Fm 
starved/starving. 3. to (cause to) feel a strong need or 
desire: [be + ~-ing + for + obj): The child is starving 
for affection. [~ + obj]: The children were being starved 
Of affection. 

stash (stash) /stwf/ v., [~ + obj] 1. to put by or away as 
for future use: [~ (+ away) + obj]: They had stashed 
(away) some money under their mattress. [~ + obj (+ 
away)]: to stash some money (away) for emergencies. 
—n. [count] 2. something put away or hidden: a secret 
stash of drugs. 3. a place in which something is stored 
secretly. 

stat (stat) /stat/ n. [count] 1. Also, ‘stat. a thermostat. 
2. a photostat. 

-stat, suffix. -stat is attached to roots and sometimes 
words to form nouns with the meaning “the name of a 
device or a substance that stabilizes or makes constant 
(the root or word preceding)”: thermo- (= heat) + -stat 
~ thermostat (= device regulating heat). 

-Stat-, root. -stat- comes from Latin or Greek, where it 
has the meaning “stand; remain.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: INSTATE, INTERSTATE, MISSTATE, OVER- 
STATE, REINSTATE, RHEOSTAT, STATE, STATIC, STATION, STATIS- 
TICS, STATUE, STATUS, STATUTE, STATUTORY, THERMOSTAT, UN- 
DERSTATE. 

state (stat) /steyt/ n., adj., v, stat-ed, stat-ing. —n. 1. 
[count; usually singular] the condition of a person or 
thing with respect to circumstances or experiences; the 
way something is: the state of one’s health. 2. [count] 
the condition of substances with respect to structure, 
form, etc.: Water in a gaseous state is steam. 3. [non- 
count] status or position in life, esp. for a person of 
wealth and rank: to travel in state. 4. [count; usually sin- 
gular] a tense, nervous, or disturbed condition: / was in a 
state over losing my job. 5. (count, sometimes: State] a 
politically unified people occupying a definite territory; 
nation: the State of tsrael. 6. [count; sometimes: State] 
any of the political units that together make up a federal 
union, as in the United States of America. 7. [noncount] 
the authority, rule, and administration of a country: 
affairs of state. —adj. [before a noun) 8. of or relating to 
the central civil government. 9. of, maintained by, or un- 
der the authority of a unit of a federal union: a State 
highway. 10. characterized by, or involving, ceremony: a 
state dinner. —v. 11. to declare or say, as in speech or 
writing: [~ + obj]: Please state your name and address. 
[used with quotations]: “I was there,” he stated, ‘and | 
saw the whole crime.” 12. [~ + obj] to set forth in defi- 
nite form: to state a problemn. —Idiom. 13. lie in 
state, [no obj] (of a corpse) to be exhibited publicly with 
honors before burial. —state”hood’, n. [noncount] See 
-STAT-. 

state-craft (stat/kraft’) /'steyt,kraft/ n. [noncount] the 
art of government and diplomacy. See -stat-. 

state-less (stat/lis) /‘stcytlis/ adj. lacking nationality; not 
a citizen of a country. —state/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

state-ly (stat/lé) /'stcytliy/ adj., -lver, -livest, adv. —adj. 
1. majestic; impressive or imposing in magnificence. 
—adv. 2. in a stately manner. —state/li-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

stateement (stat/mant) /'stcytmont/ n. [count] 1. 
something stated, as a communication in speech or writ- 
ing: ¢ disagree with your last statement. 2. a printed list- 
ing that shows financial amounts taken in or paid out of 
a bank account, or of finances generally: The last state- 
ment from the bank had an error. 3. the communication 
of an idea, position, or mood through something other 
than words: She creates clothes that are a fashion State- 
ment. See -STAT-. 

state’ of the art’, n. [nonconnt; usually: the + ~ the 
latest stage of a technology, art, or science: a camera 
considered (the) state of the art in design. —state/-of- 
the-art’, adj.: a state-of-the-art computer lab. 

state-room (stat/ra6n7’, -rd6n1’) /‘steyt,ruwm, -,rum/ n. 
[count] a private room or compartment on a ship, train, 
etc. 
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state-side or State-side (stat/sid’) /‘stcyt,sayd/ adj. 1. 
being in or toward the continental U.S. —adv. 2. in or to- 
ward the continental U.S. 

stateseman (stats’man) /'stcytsmoan/ n. [count], pl. 
-men. an experienced, respected, patriotic politician. 
—states’/man-like’, states/man-ly, adj. —states’man: 
ship’, n. [noncount) See -STAT-. 

stat-ic (stat/ik) /'stætik/ adj. Also, stat/i-cal. 1. of or re- 
lating to objects or forces at rest or in balance or equilib- 
rium. 2. showing little change: a static relationship. 3. 
lacking movement or liveliness: a nove! that has nothing 
but static characters. 4. (before a noun) (of electricity) 
not flowing or moving through a substance: His hair 
stood on end from the static electricity. —n. [noncount) 
5. a. Static or atmospheric electricity. b. interference with 
radio broadcasts, etc., due to such electricity: A loud 
burst of static drowned out the announcement. 6. resist- 
ance or hostility, as to one’s actions or plans; opposition: 
He gave me a lot of static about changing the systern. 
—stat/i-cal-ly, adv. See -STAT-. 

station (sta’shan) /'steyfan/ n. 1. [count] a stopping 
place for trains, buses, etc. that carry people or things: a 
subway station. 2. [count] the buildings at such a stop- 
ping place: The old central train station had restaurants. 
3. [count] the local branch of certain public services: a 
fire station. 4. [count] a place equipped for some partic- 
ular kind of work or activity: a geophysical station. 5. 
[count] a place or position at which a person or thing is 
normally located or from which he or she usually works; 
one’s post: The guard's station is the first-floor entrance. 
6. [count] the appropriate position, as of persons or 
things, in a scale of social rank or dignity: trying to act 
above his station. 7. [count] a person, organization, or 
building from which radio, television, cable, etc., broad- 
casts are transmitted; the frequency or channel assigned 
to one who broadcasts, or the assignee: We can tape the 
interview at the station or in your office. 8. [norcount) a 
military region, esp. one to which a ship or fleet is as- 
signed for duty: on station in the North Sea. 9. [count] 
(in Australia) a ranch with its buildings, land, etc., esp. for 
raising sheep. —v. [~ + obj] 10. to place or post (some- 
one) in a Station or position: He was stationed by the 
door to act as a lookout. See -stat-. 

Ssta-tion-ar-y (sta’sho ner/é) /'steyfa,neriy/ adj. stand- 
ing still; not moving. See -STAT-. 

sta’tion break’, n. [count] a brief interval during or af- 
ter a radio or TV program reserved for identifying the sta- 
tion, broadcasting commercials, etc. 

sta-tion-er (sta’sha nor) /'steyfanor/ n. [count] a seller 
of paper, pens, pencils, and other writing materials. 

Sta-tion-er-y (sta’sho ner/é) /'steyfa,neriy/ n. [non- 
count] 1. writing paper: Use letterhead stationery front 
your school when ordering books. 2. writing materials, 
such as pens, pencils, etc.: The store sells stationery. 

sta/tion wag/on, n. [count] an automobile with one or 
more rows of folding or removable seats behind the 
driver and an area behind these seats into which suit- 
cases, parcels, etc., can be loaded through a tailgate. 

Sta-tis-tic (sta tis’tik) /sto'tistik/ n. [count] a numerical 
fact or datum, esp. one computed from a sample: Here's 
an alarming statistic: A car is stolen every three nimutes. 

startis-ti-cal (sta tis/ti kal) /sto'tistikal/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to statistics: mounds of statistical data to prove his 
point. See -STaT-. 

stat-iesti-cian (stat/is tish’an) /stwtis'tifan/ n. [count] 
one who is expert in, or keeps track of, statistics. See 
-STAT-. 

Stactis-tics (sto tis/tiks) /sto'tistiks/ n. 1. [noncount; 
used with a singular verb] the science that deals with the 
collection, analysis, and interpretation of information or 
data in the form of numbers: Statistics explains why every 
time you tlirow a coin in the air, the odds are always 
50-50 that it will end up heads. 2. [plural; used with a 
plural verb] the information or data themselves: Statistics 
prove that you are safer in an airplane than in a car. See 
-STAT-. 

stat-uear-y (stach’do er’é) /‘statfuw,erty/ n. [noncourt] 
statues thought of as a group. See -STAT-. 

Stat-ue (stach’oo) /'statfuw/ nm. [count] a three- 
dimensional work of art, as a figure of a person, carved 
in stone or wood, etc. See -STAT-. 

stat-u-esque (stach’60 esk’) /,statfuw'esk/ adj. sug- 
gesting a statue, as in dignity, grace, or beauty, esp., tall 
and shapely: a tall, statuesque tnodel. See -stat-. 

stat-u-ette (stach’oo et’) /statfuw'et/ n. [count] a 
small statue. See -STAT-. 

stat-ure (stach/ar) /'stwtfor/ n. [noncount) 1. the height 
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of a human or animal body, or of an object: He's tall in 
Stature and solid in build. 2. esteem or status based on 
one’s positive qualities or achievements: a person of slat- 
ure in the comununity. See -STat-. 

sta-tus (sta/tas, stat/as) /‘stcytos, 'stietas/ n. [noncount] 
1. the position of an individual in relation to others; 
standing: a job of low status. 2. high position or stand- 
ing; prestige: a person of some status in the comuinunity. 
3. state or condition of affairs: What is the status of the 
contract negotiations? See -STAT-. 

sta’tus quo’ (kwō) /kwow/ n. [noncount) the existing 
state or condition in which things have not changed: He's 
a big fan of the status quo; he fears change. See -STAT-. 

sta’tus sym/bol, n. [count] an object, habit, etc., that 
a person has, owns, or possesses that indicates high so- 
cial status or importance: the status sy:nbols of wealth: 
an expensive car and fancy clothes. 

stat-ute (stach/dot) /‘statfuwt/ nm. 1. a law passed by a 
legislature: [count]: to pass a statute against double taxa- 
tion. [noncount): By statute, this behavior cannot be 
prosecuted. 2. [count] a document stating such a law. 
See -STAT-. 

statutory (stach’660 tôr/ē, -tor/é) /'stxtfu,toriy, 
-,towriy/ adj. 1. of or relating to a statute; authorized by 
statute. 2. (of an offense) punishable by statute: statutory 
rape. See -STAT-. 

staunch! (stônch) /stontf/ v. sTaNcH'. 

staunch? (st6nch, stanch) /stontf, stant{/ also stanch, 
adj., -er, -est. firm; dependable in principle, loyalty, etc.: 
a staunch Democrat. —staunch/ly, adv.: staunchly de- 
fended his nominee. See -STAN-. 

stave (stāv) /steyv/ nm., v., staved or stove (stōv) /stowv/ 
stav-ing. —n. [count] 1. one of the thin, narrow, shaped 
pieces of wood that form the sides of a cask, tub, etc. 2. 
a Stick, rod, or pole. —v. 3. stave off, a. to put off or 
keep off, as by force: [~ + off + obj): to stave off an at- 
tack. [~ + obj + off): to stave it off. b. to prevent in 
time; forestall: [~ + off + obj]: to stave off bankruptcy. 
[~ + obj + off): to stave it off. 

staves (stavz) /steyvz/ n. [plural] 1. a pl. of starF'. 2. pl. 
of STAVE. 

stay’ (sta) /stcy/ v., stayed, or staid, stay-ing, 1. [no 
obj] to remain over a length of time, as in a place or sit- 
uation: The children wanted to stay up late. 2. [no obj] 
to dwell for a while; reside; lodge: to stay at a friend's 
apartnrent. 3. [no obj) to pause briefly: Stay inside until 
the taxi comes. 4. [usually not: be + ~-ing] to remain 
as; go on being: [~ + adjective]: Try to stay calm. [~ + 
noun): How long will he stay governor if he keeps making 
such mistakes? 5. to hold out or endure to the end, as in 
a contest, difficult task, etc.: [no obj): tf you stay with the 
project you'll have a good chance of finishing it. (~ + 
obj): We need someone who will stay the course and not 
quit. 6. [~ + obj] to stop or halt: He stayed his hand be- 
fore striking the child. —n. [count] 7. the act of stopping 
or being stopped. 8. a period of temporarily living some- 
where: a week's stay in Miami. 9. a temporary stopping 
of a judicial proceeding: a stay of execution. — Idiom. 
10. stay put, [no obj] to remain in the same position or 
place: Now stay put until | come back to get you. 

stay? (sta) /stey/ n. [count] something used to support 
or steady a thing; a prop; brace. 

stay/ing pow’er, n. [noncount] ability to continue, 
last, or endure; endurance; stamina. 

STD, an abbreviation of: sexually transmitted disease. 

std., an abbreviation of: standard. 

stead (sted) /sted/ n. [count; usually singular) 1. the 
place of a person or thing, as when a substitute takes 
over: The nephew of the queen came in her stead. 
-——Idiom. 2. stand (someone) in good stead, [stand + 
obj + in good + ~] to prove useful to: Her letter of rec- 
oniunendation will stand you in good stead. 

stead-fast (sted/fast’) /'sted,fæst/ adj. 1. fixed in direc- 
tion: He gave her his best steadfast gaze but she didn't 
even blink. 2. firm in purpose, faith, loyalty, etc.: a stead- 
fast friend. —stead/fast’ly, adv. 

stead-y (sted/é) /'stediy/ adj., stead-i-er, stead-i-est, 
interj., n., pl. stead-ies, v., stead-ied, stead-y-ing, adv. 
—adj. 1. firmly placed; stable: a steady ladder. 2. even or 
regular in movement: a steady rhytlin. 3. free from 
change or interruption; continuous: a steady diet of 
bread and water. 4. [usually: before a nonn) constant, 
regular, or habitual: a steady custorner at the diner. 5. 
free from excitement; not easily disturbed; calm: steady 
nerves. 6. firm; not weakening or lessening: a steady 
hand. 7. settled or sober, aS a person or habits: a steady 
pupil who does his work on time. —interj. 8. (used to 
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urge someone or an animal to calm down or be under 
control): Whoa, steady, big fellow! —n. (count) 9. a per- 
son with whom one has a romantic relationship; a boy- 
friend or girlfriend: That's his steady; you can't dance 
with her! —v. 10. to (cause to) become firm, straight, or 
steady, as in position, movement, or character: [no obj]: 
The boat lurched in the liigh seas, then steadied again. 
[~ + obj): The pilot steadied the plane before everyone 
got sick. (~ + oneself): He staggered, then steadied 
himself by grabbing the railing. —adv. 11. in a steady 
manner; steadily: walking none too steady down the 
road. —Idiom. 12. go steady, [no obj) to have a ro- 
mantic relationship with one person exclusively: They 
seem a little young to be going steady. —stead-irly 
(sted/] &@) /'stedliy/ adv.: It rained steadily all night. 
—stead/i-ness, 7i. (noricount): They admired her steadi- 
ness in times of crisis. 

steak (stak) /stcyk/ n. a slice of meat or fish, cooked by 
broiling, grilling, or frying: [noncount): a pound of steak. 
(count): They cooked our steaks medium rare. 

steal (stél) /stiyl/ v., stole (stol) /stowl/ sto-len, steal. 
ing, n. —v. 1. to take (the property of another) without 
permission or right, esp. secretly or by force: [~ + obj): 
Someone stole miy dad's car last night. [no obj): The two 
brothers were always stealing from each other. 2. [~ + 
obj) to take and use (ideas, credit, etc.) without right or 
acknowledgment. 3. [~ + obj] to take or win secretly, 
quickly, or without others’ knowing or seeing: He stole 
my girlfriend. 4. to move or (cause to) go secretly or qui- 
etly: (no obj): He stole away into the night. (~ + obj): 
She stole the dog upstairs at bedtime. 5. [no obj) to 
pass, happen, etc., gradually or with little notice: The 
years steal by. 6. Baseball. (of a base runner) to reach (a 
base) safely by running while the ball is being pitched to 
the player at bat: [~ + obj): He'll steal third base if he 
gets the chance. (no obj): Will he steal if he gets the 
charice? —n. (count) 7. something bought at a cost far 
below its real value; a bargain: What a steal: a genuine 
antique that was only five bucks! 8. Baseball. the act of 
advancing a base by stealing. —Idiom. 9. steal some- 
one’s thunder, a. to accept credit for another's work. b. 
to remove attention from another's achievement by some 
action that anticipates it. 10. steal the scene or show, 
a. to take credit for something unfairly. b. to be more 
outstanding than anyone or anything else: The newcomer 
stole the show and received a standing ovation. 

stealth (stelth) /stel@/ n. (noncount) 1. secret procedure, 
action, or movement: moved with stealth in the dark- 
ness. —adj. 2. (often: Stealth) having or providing the 
ability to escape detection by radar: Stealth planes. 
—stealth-i-ly (stel’tha lē) /'stel@aliy/ adv. —stealth/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) —stealth/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

steam (stém) /stiym/ n. (noncount) 1. water in the form 
of an invisible gas or vapor: Steam is used for heating 
purposes. 2. the mist formed when the vapor from boil- 
ing water condenses in the air. 3. power or energy: The 
damaged frigate limped into port under its own steam. 
—v. 4. (no obj] to give off steam or vapor: pipes steami- 
ing in the cold air. 5. to (cause to) become covered with 
condensed steam, as a car window: [no obj; (~ + up)): 
To prevent the window frorn steaming (up), use the de- 
froster. [~ + up + obj): His lot breath steamed up the 
window. [~ + obj + up): to stearn it up. 6. to move or 
travel by the power of steam: [no obj): The ship steamed 
out to sea. [~ + obj): The captain stearried the ship out 
to sea. 7. (~ + obj] to expose to or treat with steam, in 
order to heat, cook, etc.: to stearr the vegetables. 8. [~ 
+ Obj (+ up)) to (cause to) become angry: He got pretty 
steamed (up) about tlie sales figures. —adj. (before a 
noun) 9. using or Operated by steam: a stear radiator. 
—TIdiom. 10. blow or let off steam, to let out emotion 
or energy kept in or contained, esp. by talking or by act- 
ing wildly: She's been studying all night, arid now she 
wants to let off sorie steam. 

steam-boat (stēm/bōt/) /‘stiym,bowt/ n. a steam-driven 
vessel, esp. a small one or one used on inland waters: 
(count): The villagers waited for a stearnboat to come up 
the river. (roucount; by + ~): The mail is brought by 
Stearnboat. 

steam’ en/gine, vı. 
steam. 

steam-er (ste/mar) /'stiymor/ r. (count) 1. something 
propelled or operated by steam, as a steamship. 2. a 
person or thing that steams. 3. a device, pot, or con- 
tainer in which something is steamed. 

steameroll-er (stém/rd/lar) /‘stiym,rowlor/ n. (count) 1. 
a heavy steam-powered vehicle having a roller for crush- 
ing or leveling materials used for a road or the like. 2. 


[count] an engine powered by 


(not in technical use) any similar vehicle with a roller. 3. 
a very powerful force, esp. a ruthless one. —v. [~ + obj] 
4. to crush or flatten with a steamroller. 5. to overcome 
with superior force. 6. to get (one’s way) by overwhelm- 
ing pressure: to steamroller the new law through the leg- 
islature. 

steam-ship (stém/ship’) /‘stiym,fip/ n. [count] a large 
commercial vessel, esp. one driven by steam. 

steam’ shov/el, n. (count) a machine for digging or 
excavating, operated by its own engine and boiler. 

steamry (stē/mē) /'stiymiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. full of 
steam: a Hot, steamy room. 2. very hot: a steamy cli- 
mate. 3. sexually arousing or erotic: a steamy love 
scene. 

steed (stéd) /stiyd/ n. (count) a horse, esp. a high- 
Spirited one. 

steel (stél) /stiy!/ n. (noncount) 1. a form of iron made 
with carbon. —adj. 2. made of steel. 3. of, relating to, or 


like steel. —v. [~ + oneself] 4. to make (oneself) deter- 
mined: steeled herself against the pain she knew was 
coming. 


steel’ wool’, n. [noncount]) a matted mass of steel 
shavings, used for scouring, polishing, etc. 

steel-y (sté/lé) /'stiyliy/ adj., -i-er, -isest. like steel, as in 
being gray in color or hard and strong: a steely gaze. 

steep’ (stép) /stiyp/ adj., -er, -est. 1. having an almost 
vertical slope or angle: a steep hill. 2. (of a price or 
amount) too high; exorbitant: $50,000 is a little steep for 
a new car. —steep/ly, adv.: The mountain rose steeply 
in front of him. —steep/ness, n. [noncourit) 

steep’ (stép) /stiyp/ v. 1. to (cause to) be soaked in wa- 
ter to soften, cleanse, or extract some component: [no 
obj): The tea is steeping in the pot. (~ + obj): to steep 
some tea. 2. [be + ~-ed + in + obj) to be filled with 
(some quality, feeling, atmosphere, etc.): The incident 
was steeped in mystery and intrigue. 

stee-ple (sté’pal) /'stiypal/ n. (count) a tower having an 
Ornamental top in the shape of a spire, built on a church, 
public building, etc. 

stee-ple-chase (sté/pal chas/) /'stiypal,tfeys/ n. [count] 
1. a horse race over a grass course with artificial ditches, 
hedges, and other obstacles over which the horses must 
jump. 2. a foot race run On a cross-country course or 
over a course with obstacles, such as ditches or hurdles. 

stee-ple-jack (sté/pal jak’) /'stiypol,d3æk/ n. (count) 
one who builds or repairs steeples, towers, etc.. 

steer’ (stér) /stior/ v. 1. to guide the course of (some- 
thing in motion) by a rudder, helm, etc.: (~ + obj]: He 
steered the car around the wreck on the road. (no obj): 
He steered around the wreck. 2. [~ + obj) to follow (a 
particular course): steered a course toward the Cayman 
Islands. 3. [~ + obj) to direct the course of; guide: He 
kept steering the conversation back to his promotion. 
—Idiom. 4. bum steer, [count] a piece of bad advice: 
He gave us a bum steer, urging us to invest in the com- 
pany that soon went bankrupt. 5. steer clear of, [~ + 
obj) to stay away from purposely; avoid: to steer clear of 
trouble. —steer/’a-ble, adj. 

steer’ (stér) /stior/ n. (count), pl. steers, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) steer. a male animal of the cattle 
family, with its sexual organs removed. 

steer-age (stér/ij) /‘stiarid3/ n. [noncount] (in a passen- 
ger ship) the accommodations for traveters who pay the 
cheapest fare. 

stein (stin) /stayn/ n. (count) 1. a stout, thick, cuplike 
container for drinks, esp. for beer. 2. the amount con- 
tained in a stein. 

stel-lar (stel/ar) /‘stelor/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
stars: a stellar object. 2. of, befitting, or like a star per- 
former; Outstanding: gave a stellar performance in the 
last show. 

stem! (stem) /stem/ n., v., stemmed, stem-ming. —n. 
(count) 1. the part of a plant that grows in an opposite 
direction to the root and that supports a leaf, flower, or 
fruit. 2. a long, slender, supporting part, as of a wine- 
glass or a tobacco pipe. 3. a part that sticks out from the 
body of a watch, having on its end a knob for winding the 
watch. 4. a form of a word, made of a root alone or a 
root plus another part, such as a prefix or suffix, to which 
certain endings may be added: The word kindness is a 
stern made up of a root, kind, and a suffix, -ness, to 
which another suffix, -es, could be added. —v. 5. stem 
from, [~ + frorn + obj] to come from; arise or originate 
from: Most of our problerns stem from a lack of funds. 

stem? (stem) /stem/ v. [~ + obj], stemmed, stem: 
ming. to check or slow down, esp. the flow of some- 
thing: worked to ster! the flow of blood from the wound. 
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stemmed (stemd) /stemd/ adj. 1. (used after a root or 
another word) having a (certain kind of) stem: /ong- 
stemmed roses. 2. having the stem or stems removed. 

stench (stench) /stentf/ n. (count; usually singular) 1. an 
offensive, strong smell: a stench of rotting garbage. 2. a 
bad, evil, or foul quality: the stench of corruption. 

sten-cil (sten/sal) /'stensal/ m, v., -ciled, -cil-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -cilled, -cile-ling. —n. [count] 1. a thin sheet 
of material in which letters, numbers, etc., have been cut 
out so that they can be reproduced on another surface 
when ink, paint, or the like is applied over the cutout ar- 
eas. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to mark or paint (a surface) by 
means of a stencil: to stencit the window with Christmas 
decorations. 3. to mark, print, or copy (letters, designs, 
etc.) on a surface by means of a stencil: She stenciled 
her name on the poster. 

sten-o (sten’d) /'stenow/ n., ph stensos. 1. [count] a 
stenographer. 2. [noncount] stenography. 

ste-nog-ra-phy (sta nog/ra fē) /sta'nogrofiy/ n. (non- 
count] the art or skill of writing in shorthand. —ste- 
nog/ra-pher, n. [count] —sten-o-graphic (sten/’s- 
graf7ik) /,stenoa'grafik/ adj. See -GRAPH-. 

sten-to-risan (sten tôr/ē an, -tdr/-)  /sten'toriyon, 
-'towr-/ adj. very loud or powerful in sound: stentorian 
snoring. 

step (step) /step/ n., v, stepped, step-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a movement made by lifting the foot and set- 
ting it down again in a new position, as in walking: He 
took a few steps to the night. 2. the space passed over by 
one such movement: The edge is just a few steps to your 
left. 3. the sound made by the foot in making such a 
movement: / heard steps outside in the hallway. 4. a 
mark made by the foot on the ground; a footprint: Look 
at the steps someone has left in the soft mud. 5. a man- 
ner of stepping; stride: She has a heavy step when she 
walks. 6. steps, [plural] movements or course in step- 
ping or walking: We were fost, so we decided to retrace 
our steps. 7. any Of a Series of Stages in a process or in 
achieving some goal: the five steps to success. 8. a sup- 
port for the foot in ascending or descending: the steps of 
a ladder; We sat on the porch steps. —v. 9. [no obj] to 
move in steps: She stepped lightly out the door. 10. [no 
obj) to walk, esp. for a short distance: Step over to my 
office. 11. [no obj] to put the foot down; tread: Dont 
step on the grass. 12. step down, [no obj] a. to lower 
or decrease by degrees. b. to give up one’s authority; re- 
sign: He finally stepped down when it was clear that he 
had no support. 13. step in, [no obj] to become in- 
volved; intervene: The United Nations was asked to step 
in. 14. step on, [~ + on + obj] to press with the foot, 
as On a lever or spring, in order to operate some mech- 
anism: He stepped on the gas (pedal) and the car 
zoomed away. 15. step out, [no obj] to leave a place, 
esp. for a short time: Ms. Jones has just stepped out of 
the office for a moment. 16. step up, a. [~ + up + obj] 
to raise by degrees: We have stepped up our efforts to 
recruit more teachers. b. [no obj] to be promoted; ad- 
vance: He stepped up quickly through the ranks. 
— Idiom. 17. in (or out of) step, a. in (or not in) time 
to a beat, as while marching together: The marching 
band couldn't stay in step when they made turns. b. in 
(or not in) harmony or agreement with others: He's out of 
step with the rest of the scientific conuminity. 18. step 
by step, gradually; by stages: We made progress step by 
step. 19. step on it or on the gas, /nformal. to move 
more quickly; hurry: Step on it or we'll be late. 20. take 
steps, to employ necessary actions: What steps have you 
taken to prevent future catastrophes? 21. watch one’s 
step, to proceed with caution: You'd better watch your 
step in that part of town, —step/per, n. [count] 

step-, prefix. step- is attached to words to name a 
member of a family related by the remarriage of a parent 
and not by blood: When my father married his second 
wife, she already had a son who becarne my stepbrother. 

step-broth-er (step’bruth/ar) /'step,bradar/ n. [count] 
one’s stepfather’s or stepmother’s son by a previous mar- 
riage. 

step-child (step/child’) /'step,tfayld/ m. [count], pt 
-child-ren. 1. a child of one’s husband or wife by a pre- 
vious marriage. 2. any person, organization, etc., not 
properly supported or appreciated: The Old English pro- 
gram was the stepchild of the Engtish Departinent. 
step-daugh-ter (step’d0/tar) /'step,dotor/ n. [count] a 
daughter of one’s husband or wife by a previous mar- 
riage. 

step’/-down’, adj. [before a noun] 1. serving to de- 


stemmed to stern 


crease voltage: a step-down trausformer. —n. (count) 2. 
a decrease or reduction in rate or quantity. 

step-fa-ther (step/fa’thar) /'step,fudoar/ n. [count] the 
husband of one’s mother by a later marriage. 

step-lad-der (step/lad/ar) /'step,ludar/ n. [count] a lad- 
der having flat steps in place of rungs, esp. one with a 
hinged frame opening up to form four supporting legs. 

step-moth-er (step/muth/ar) /'step,madar/ n. [count] 
the wife of one’s father by a later marriage. 

step-par-ent (step’par/ant, -par/-) /'step,pearant, 
-,per-/ n. [count] a stepfather or stepmother. 

steppe (step) /step/ n. [cont] a wide or vast plain, esp. 
one without trees. 

step-ping-stone or step-ping stone, (step/ing ston’) 
/'step,in stown/ n. [count] 1. a stone for stepping on in 
crossing a stream, etc. 2. any means or Stage of ad- 
vancement: His last job was just a steppingstone to here. 

step-sis-ter (step/sis/tar) /'step,sistor/ n. [count] one’s 
stepfather’s or stepmother’s daughter by a previous mar- 
riage. 

step-son (step/sun’) /'step,san/ n. [count] a son of one’s 
husband or wife by a previous marriage. 

step/-up’, adj. [before a noun) 1. causing an increase. 
2. serving to increase voltage: a step-up transformer. 
—n. [count] 3. an increase or rise in rate or quantity. 

-Ster, suffix. -ster is used to form nouns, often implying 
a bad sense, and referring esp. to one’s occupation, 
habit, or association: game + -ster ~ garnester (= one 
greatly interested in games); trick + -ster ~ trickster (= 
one who uses or enjoys dishonest tricks). 

ster-e-o (ster/ē ©, stér/-) /'steriy,ow, 'stiər-/ n., ph 
ster-e-os, adj. —n. 1. [count] a system or piece of 
equipment for producing sound that comes out of two 
places, as from different speakers. See illustration at AP- 
PLIANCE. 2. [noncount] the producing of this kind of 
sound; the sound itself: The music sounds so much bet- 
ter in stereo. —adj. 3. of or relating to such a sound or 
sound system: an expensive and powerful stereo system. 

ster-e-o-phon-ic (ster’é a fon/ik, stér’-) /,stertya'fonik, 
stior-/ adj. of or relating to a system of recording and 
reproducing sound by using two channels instead of one 
so that sound is heard more realistically. See -PHON-. 

ster-e-o-scope (ster’é ə skōp/, stér’-) /'steriya,skowp, 
‘stior-/ n. [count] an instrument for viewing things in 
which two pictures of the same object that were taken 
from slightly different points of view are looked at, one by 
each eye, producing the effect of a single picture and the 
appearance of depth. See -scope-. 

ster-e-o-type (ster’é ə tip’, stér/-) /‘steriya,tayp, 'stior-/ 
n, v, -typed, -typ-ing. —n. [cownt] 1. a process for 
making printing plates by taking a mold of type; a plate 
made this way. 2. an idea, expression, etc., of no origi- 
nality or inventiveness. 3. an overly simplified way of 
thinking about a person, group, etc.: Society has certain 
stereotypes of the mentally retarded. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
make a stereotype of: a tendency to stereotype ethnic 
groups. —ster’e-o-typed’, adj.: a stereotyped view of 
homeless people. See -TYPE-. 

ster-ile (ster/il) /‘steril/ adj. 1. free from living germs, 
bacteria, Or microorganisms: a sterile environment for 
operating on patients. 2. not able to produce young: 
fears that nuclear radiation made people sterile. 3. not 
producing vegetation: sterile soi. 4. not producing 
results, ideas, etc.; fruitless: scientists engaged in sterile 
research. —sterrileiety (sto ril/i tē) /sta'rilitry/ n. [non- 
count) 

ster-i-lize (ster’a liz’) /‘stera,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -lized, 
-lizing. 1. to cleanse by destroying bacteria, microor- 
ganisms, parasites, etc., usually by heating at a high 
temperature: sterihzed the operating instruments. 2. to 
make or Cause (a person or animal) to be tunable to pro- 
duce young, by removing or interfering with the normal 
operation of the sex organs. —ster-i-lieza-tion (ster’a lə- 
za/shan) /,sterala'zeyfan/ n. (noncownt): To contro! pop- 
ulation growth the government forced women who had 
more than one child to undergo steritization. (count): 
The mimber of sterttizations increased in the last decade. 
—ster’i-liz’er, n. [cont] 

ster-ling (stir/ling) /'stsrlin/ adj. 1. [after a noun) of or 
naming the currency of Great Britain: the value of the 
pound sterling. 2. thoroughly excellent: a person of ster- 
ling worth. —n. [noncomnt) 3. British currency. 4. manu- 
factured articles made with a standard amount of silver in 
them, as knives, forks, spoons, etc. 

stern’ (stun) /stsrn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. firm, strict, or ex- 
acting: stern discipline. 2. hard, harsh, or severe: a stern 
reprimand. 3. difficult and unpleasantly serious: going 


stern to stifle 


through stern times. 4. grim or forbidding in appear- 
ance: a stern expression. —stern/ly, adv.: The judge 
spoke sternly to the lawyer. --stern/ness, n. (noncount] 

stern? (stim) /starn/ n. [count] 1. the rear part of a ves- 
set or boat (often opposed to stem). 2. the back or rear 
of anything. 

sterenum (stûůr/nəm) /'starndm/ n. [count], pi. -na (-nə) 
/-no/ -nums. the bony plate or series of bones to which 
the ribs are attached; the breastbone. 

ste-roid (stér’oid, ster/-) /‘stioroyd, 'ster-/ n. [Count] any 
of a targe group of chemical compounds that produce 
specific changes in the body. 

stet (stet) /stet/ v., stet-ted, stet-ting. —v. [no obj] 1. 
(used as a direction on a manuscript) keep, restore, or 
retain materiat previously deteted. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
retain (material previously deteted) by marking it with the 
word “stet” or a row of dots. See -STAN-. 

steth-o-scope (stcth’a skop’) /'ste0a,skowp/ n. [count] 
an instrument used to listen to sounds in the chest or 
other parts of the body. See illustration at HOSPITAL. See 
-SCOPE-. 

ste-ve-dore (sté/vi dor’, -dōr/) /'stiyvi,dor, -,dowr/ n. 
[count] a person or company that loads or unloads 
ships. 

stew (sto, styoo) /stuw, styuw/ v. 1. to (cause food to) 
cook by simmering: [no obj]: Let the meat stew slowly in 
its own juices. [~ + obj): You can stew this cheap meat 
to make it lender. 2. (no obj] to fret, worry, or fuss: Stop 
stewing about how bad your situation is! —n. 3. a prepa- 
ration of food cooked by stewing, esp. a mixture of meat 
and vegetables: (noncount): some hot beef stew. [count]: 
Use this cheap meat in stews. 4. (count; singular, usu- 
ally: a + ~]a state of nervous excitement or worry: She's 
in a stew about finishing her term paper on time. 

Idiom. 5. stew in one’s own juices, to suffer the 
results or consequences of one’s own actions: We left 
him to stew in his own juices. 

steweard (stōō/ərd, styoo/-) /'stuword, 'styuw-/ n. 
[count] 1. one who manages another's property or finan- 
ciat affairs. 2. a person in charge of running the house- 
hold of a targe estate. 3. an employee who has charge of 
the table, wine, servants, etc., in a chub, restaurant, or 
the tike. 4. an employee on a ship, train, or airptane who 
waits on and is responsible for the comfort of passen- 
gers. —stew/ard-ship’, n. [noncount) 

stew-ard-ess (std0’ar dis, stydo’-) /‘stuwordis, ‘styuw-/ 
n. [count] a woman who acts or serves as a steward, 
esp. a flight attendant. 

stick! (stik) /stik/ n. [count] 1. a branch of a tree or 
shrub that has been cut or broken off. 2. a tong, slender 
piece of wood, for use as fuet, in carpentry, as a wand, 
rod, etc. 3. Chiefly Brit. a walking stick or cane. 4. a 
long, stender piece or part of anything: a stick of celery. 
5. an imptement used to strike and drive a ball or puck, 
as a hockey stick. 6. the sticks, [plural], Informal. any 
region or place distant from cities or towns; the country: 
He thought a move to the sticks would relax him. 

stick? (stik) /stik/ v, stuck (stuk) /stak/ stick-ing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj) 1. to pierce or puncture with something 
pointed; stab: He stuck the watermelon with a knife. 2. 
[~ + obj] to thrust or push (something pointed) in, ipto, 
through, etc.: stuck pins into the pincushion. 3. to (cause 
to) be fastened in position by pushing a point or end into 
something: [~ + obj]: to stick a peg in a pegboard. {no 
obj): The arrow stuck in the tree. 4. [~ + obj] to fasten 
in position by or as if by something thrust through: to 
Stick a painting on the wall. 5. [~ + obj] to put on or 
hold with something pointed; impate: to stick a marsh- 
mallow on a fork. 6. to thrust or poke into a place indi- 
cated: [~ + obj]: The dog liked to stick his head out the 
car window. [no obj): The dog's head stuck out the car 
window. 7. [~ + obj] to place or set in a specified posi- 
tion; put: Stick the chair in the corner. 8. to (cause to) be 
fastened or attached; adhere: [~ + obj]: to stick a stamp 
or a letter. {no obj; (~ + to + obj)): The stamp wont 
stick to the letter. 9. [10 obj] to be unable to move: As 
soon as | put on my pants, the zipper stuck. 10. [~ + 
obj + with + obj} Informal. to force (someone) to accept 
something disagreeable, such as a difficult task: / got 
Stuck with the job of handling all the customer com- 
plaints. 11. [n0 obj] to remain, esp. for a long time or 
permanently; persist: a lact that sticks in the nind. 12. 
stick around, [10 obj] Informal. to wait in the same 
place or nearby; linger: Stick around, Ill be right back. 
13. stick by or to, [~ + by/to + obj] to remain loyal, 
esp. during difficutties: Her husband stuck by her, even in 
tines wlien she didu't have a job. 14. stick out, a. to 
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(cause to) be pushed out; extend out: [no obj): His ears 
stuck out. (~ + obj + out]: She stuck her tongue out at 
the teacher. [~ + out + obj): She stuck out her tongue 
at the teacher. b. [no obj] to be easily noticed, as by be- 
ing unusuat: She sticks out in a crowd, perhaps because 
of her purple hair. See stick it out betow. 15. stick to, 
[~ + to + obj] a. to remain firm in one’s opinion, in 
keeping to one’s task, etc.: He stuck to it and eventually 
finished the job. b. Atso, stick with. to continue with 
something and not turn away in a new direction: Stick to 
your Original plans. 16. stick together, a. to (cause to) 
be fastened or attached; adhere: (no obj): After you glue 
them the pieces will stick together. [~ + obj + to- 
gether): He stuck the pieces together with glue. b. [no 
obj] to stay loyat to one another: The two former Army 
buddies stuck together after the war. 17. stick up, [~ + 
up + obj] Informal. to rob, esp. with a gun: They stuck 
up a bank and shot two guards. 18. stick up for, [~ + 
up + for + obj) to speak in favor of; support: He always 
stuck up for his sister when people insulted her. —n. 
[count] 19. an act of pushing or thrusting with a pointed 
instrument; a stab: a stick in the ribs. —Idiom. 20. 
stick it out, [no obj) to endure something patiently to 
the end; persevere: Finishing college seemed to take for- 
ever, but he stuck it out and got his diploma. 21. stick 
to the or one’s ribs, to be substantial, fitting, and nour- 
ishing, as a hearty meat: This stew will stick to your ribs. 
stick-er (stik’ar) /'stikar/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that sticks. 2. an adhesive tabel. 

stick’er price’, n. [count] a setter’s fult asking price, 
esp. on a new automobile. 

stick/-in-the-mud’, n. [count], pl. sticks/-in-the-mud. 
one who avoids new activities or ideas. 

stick-ler (stik/tar) /‘stiklor/ n. [count] 1. one who insists 
on something being (done in) a certain way: a stickler for 
playing by the rules of the game. 2. any difficult problem 
or riddte. 

stick-pin (stik’pin’) /‘stik,pin/ n. (count) a straight pin 
with a decoration on the head, used for holding a necktie 
in place. 

stick’ shift’, n. 1. a manuat transmission for a motor 
vehicle: [noncount]: The car doesn't come with stick shift. 
[count]: Stick shifts give you more control over the Car. 
2. [count] a car with such a transmission: This model 
isn't sold as a stick shift. 

Stick-up (stik’/up’) /‘stik,ap/ n. 
holdup; a robbery. 

stick-y (stik/ē) /'stikiy/ adj., -iver, -isest. 1. being able 
to stick to other things, as glue; adhesive. 2. covered 
with matter that sticks easily to other things. 3. (of the 
weather or ctimate) hot and humid: a sticky day in the 
tropics. 4. requiring carefut treatment: a sticky problem. 
—stick/i-ness, n. [(noncount) 

Stiff (stif) /stif/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv., v. —adj. 1. rigid 
or firm: a stiff collar. 2. not moving or working easily: 
The garage door handle gets stiff in the cold. 3. (of a 
person or animal) moving with difficulty or with pain, as 
from cold, age, etc.: He was stiff from back pain. 4. 
strong; forceful; powerful: stiff winds. 5. [before a noun] 
strong to the taste or system, as a beverage or medicine: 
a few stiff drinks at the bar. 6. stubbornly continued: a 
Stiff battle. 7. very format or not very friendly: She gave 
me a stiff, cold smile. 8. tacking ease and grace; clumsy 
or awkward: a stiff style of writing. 9. taborious or diffi- 
cult, as a task: Analyzing all those sales figures was a Stiff 
assignment. 10. severe or harsh, as a penalty or de- 
mand: a stiff tine. 11. unusually high or great; excessive: 
a stiff price. 12. relatively firm in consistency; thick; 
nearly solid: Beat the egg whites until stif. —n. [count] 
13. Slang. a. a dead body; corpse. b. one who is too for- 
mal and unfriendly. c. a poor tipper; someone not gen- 
erous; a tightwad: That stiff left her only fifty cents as a 
tip! d. a drunk. e. a fellow: He's a lucky stiff, winning the 
lotto on his first try. —adv. 14. in or to a firm or rigid 
state. 15. completely, intensely, or extremely: scared 
stiff bored stiff —v. {~ + obj] 16. Slang. to fail to tip or 
pay (a waiter, etc.): The customer stiffed the bartender. 
—stiff/ly, adv. —stiff/ness, n. [noncount) 

stiff/-arm/, v., 1. STRAIGHT-ARM. 

stiff-en (stiffan) /‘stifon/ v., to (cause to) become stiff: 
{no obj): Whip the cream until it stiffens. (~ + obj): The 
cold stiffens my neck. —stiff/en-er, n. [count] 

stiff’-necked’, adj. stubborn; obstinate; not giving in: 
He should apologize, but lie won't because he’s so stiff- 
necked. 

Sti-fle (sti/fat) /‘stuyfol/ v. [~ + obj], -fled, -fling. 1. to 
crush by force: to stile a rebellion. 2. to hotd back, keep 
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back, or withhold: / tried to stifle my laughter. 3. to 
smother and kill (someone): The maniac stifled his vic- 
tinis with a pillow. 

Sti-fling (sti/fing) /‘stayflin/ adj. 1. causing difficulty in 
breathing; stuffy: a stifling room. 2. having difficulty in 
breathing: [m stifling in this overlieated car. 

stig-ma (stig’ma) /'stigms/ n. [count], pl. stigsma-ta 
(stig/mə tə, stig mä/tə, -mat/a) /‘stigmatos, stig'mato, 
-'mxtd/ stigmas. 1. a mark of reproach, shame, or dis- 
grace: no stigma attached to losing the election. 2. a.a 
mark Characteristic of a defect or disease: the stigmata of 
leprosy. b. a place or point on the skin that bleeds dur- 
ing certain mental states, as in hysteria. 3. the part of a 
pistil on a flower that receives the pollen. 4. stigmata, 
[plural] marks resembling the wounds of the crucified 
body of Jesus, said to appear on the bodies of certain 
holy persons. —stig-mat-ic (stig mat/ik) /stig'matik/ 
adj. 

stig-ma-tize (stig/ma tiz’) /‘stigma,tayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-tized, -tiz-ing. to put some mark of disgrace, shame, or 
dishonor upon (someone): The father’s crime stigmatized 
the whole family. 

Stile (stil) /stayl/ n. [count] 1. a step or steps for climb- 
ing over a wall or fence. 2. a turnstile. 

Sti-let-to (sti let/S) /sti'letow/ n. [count], pl. -tos, -toes. 
1. a short knife with a slender, tapered blade. 2. a 
woman's shoe with a long, high sharp heel; the heel it- 
self. 

still’ (stil) /stil/ adj., -er, -est, n., adv., conj., v. —adj. 1. 
[be + ~] remaining in place or at rest; stationary: He 
Stayed perfectly still. 2. a. free from sound or noise; 
quiet: The empty House was still. b. subdued or low in 
sound; hushed: the still, small voice of conscience. 3. a. 
calm; peaceful: a still surtimer afternoon. b. free from 
noise or agitation: the still air in the meadow. 4. not 
flowing, as water: The water was still, and not a breath of 
wind stirred the surface, 5. being or used for making sin- 
gle photographs, as opposed to a motion picture: a se- 
ries of still photographs. —n. 6. [noncount) calmness or 
silence: in the still of the niglit. 7. [count] a single photo- 
graphic print, as one of the frames of a motion-picture 
film: The lawyer displayed several stills that had been 
taken from the tape and enlarged. —adv. 8. at this or 
that time; as previously: Are you still here? 9. up to this 
or that time; as yet: We are still waiting for your answer. 
10. in the future as in the past: Someone will still raise 
objections; they always do. 11. (used with comparative 
adjectives for emphasis) in addition; yet; even (greater): 
He was after still greater riches. 12. even then; yet; nev- 
ertheless: He is rich and he still desires more. 13. with- 
out sound or movement; quietly: Sit still! —conj. 14. and 
yet; but yet; nevertheless: /t was futile; still they fought. 
—v. 15. to (cause to) become quiet, less active, or 
hushed: [no obj): The wind stilled at sunset. [~ + obj): 
to still the children’s cries. 16. [~ + obj] to make calm, 
reduce, or lessen (fears, doubts, etc.): to still one’s fears. 
—Idiom. 17. still and all, nonetheless. —still/ness, n. 
(noncount): the stillness of the night. —Usage. Com- 
Pare STILL, ALREADY, YET, and Ever, all of which can refer 
to events at or near the present time. stitt is used to re- 
fer to an action that is continuing from the past and is 
going on in the present; it suggests that the speaker is 
surprised that the action or event is going on: We are still 
waiting for our visas to come from the ernbassy (and we 
are Surprised that we have not yet received them). STILL 
appears between the subject and verb or after an auxil- 
iary verb and before the main verb. A speaker uses AL- 
READY when he or she suggests that the event has hap- 
pened sooner than expected: When will you get your 
visas? —Oh, didn't you know, we have already received 
them, they came yesterday. This word is often used in 
the present perfect tense. YET is often used with a nega- 
tive word or in questions, and appears when the speaker 
suggests that the event is expected to happen or occur: 
Have you received your visas from the embassy yet? We 
haven't received our visas yet. EVER is used in questions 
and in the present perfect tense with the meaning “at any 
time in the past’; it does not suggest that the speaker is 
expecting anything and is more neutral and open than 
the others: Have you ever traveled to Egypt? 

still? (stil) /stil/ n. [count] an apparatus or device for 
making alcoholic drink. 

still-birth (stil/bdarth’) /‘stil,b3r@/ n. 1. the birth of a 
stillborn child or animal: [norncount): the causes of still- 
birth. [count]: The number of stillbirths is increasing. 2. 
[count] a fetus dead at birth. 

stillborn (stil/bdrn’) /‘stil,born/ adj. 1. dead when born. 
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2. ineffective or useless from the beginning: His reorgan- 
ization plan was stillborn because it was too experisive. 
still” life’, n. (count), pl. still lifes. a drawing or paint- 
ing of inanimate objects, as of a bowl of fruit. —still7- 

life’, adj.: a still-life watercolor. 

stilt (stilt) /stilt/ n. [court] 1. one of two poles, each with 
a support for the foot at some distance above the bottom 
end, enabling the wearer to walk above the ground. 2. 
one of several posts supporting a structure built above 
the surface of land or water. 3. a white-and-black wading 
bird having long, bright pink legs. 

Stilt-ed (stil/tid) /'stiltid/ adj. stiffly dignified or formal, 
as in speech or literary Style. 

stim-urlant (stim/ya lent) /‘stimyolont/ n. [count] 1. an 
agent that temporarily quickens some bodily process, 
function, or activity: a heart stimulant. 2. any food or 
beverage that stimulates, esp. coffee or tea. 3. a stimu- 
lus or incentive: a stinuiant to the sluggish economy. 
—adj. [before a noun) 4. temporarily quickening some 
vital process or functional activity. 5. stimulating. 

stim-u-late (stim/ya lat’) /‘stimya,lcyt/ v. [~ + obj (+ 
to + verb)), -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. to encourage to start, 
begin, or to do some action: Talking to her stimulates 
my mind. 2. to excite (a nerve, etc.) to its functional ac- 
tivity: This drug stimulates the brain to produce its own 
hormone. —stimeuela-tion § (stim’ya la’%shan) /,sti- 
myə'leyfən/ n. (noncount): She provides the department 
witli great intellectual stinmilation. (count): stimulations of 
nerve cells. 

stim-u-lat-ing (stim’ya lā/ting) /‘stimya,lcytin/ adj. 
bringing a feeling of enthusiasm; inspiring: a stimulating 
conversation. 

stim-uelus (stim/ya las) /‘stimyalos/ n., pl. -li (-li4) /-,lay/. 
something that stimulates: [count]: Her economic plan 
calls for a two-part stimulus to the economy. [noncount}: 
Many of his economic advisers argued against a package 
of strong stimulus at this time. (count): Fear or excite- 
ment is a Stimulus to the adrenal gland to produce 
adrenalin. 

-Stin-, root. -stir- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “separate; mark by pricking.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: DISTINCT, DISTINGUISH, INDISTINCT, 
INSTINCT. 

sting (sting) /stin/ v, stung (stung) /stan/ sting-ing, n. 
—v. 1. to prick or wound (a person or animal) with a 
sharp-pointed part of the body that often contains poison 
or venom: [~ + obj}: The bee stung ler on the foot. [no 
obj): Dogs bite and bees sting. 2. to affect painfully as a 
result of contact, as certain plants do: [no obj): That 
plant will sting if you touch it. [~ + obj): The nettle stung 
him. 3. to cause to feel a sharp pain: [~ + obj]: The 
bullet stung his arm as it grazed his shoulder. [no obj): 
His eyes stung from the smoke. 4. to cause (someone) 
to feel anger, resentment, insult, etc.: [~ + obj]: Those 
remarks stung her deeply. (no obj): The memory of that 
insult still stings. 5. to provoke (someone) to do some 
action: [~ + obj + to + verb]: Those insulting remarks 
Stung her to reply sharply. [~ + obj + into/to + obj): He 
was finally stung into action. 6.[~ + obj] Slang. to cheat 
or take advantage of, esp. to overcharge; soak: The swin- 
dlers stung me for over five thousand dollars. —n. 
(count) 7. an act or instance of stinging. 8. a wound or 
pain caused by stinging. 9. any sharp physical or mental 
wound, hurt, Or pain. 10. a sharp-pointed part of the 
body of some insects or animals, often containing venom 
or poison. 11. Slang. a. a swindle or confidence game. 
b. an apparently illegal action such as the buying of sto- 
len goods, engaged in by undercover investigators to col- 
lect evidence of wrongdoing: an undercover sting filmed 
by hidden cameras. —sting/er, n. [count] 

stingray (sting/ra’) /'stin,rey/ n. [count] a fish having a 
flexible tail armed with a bony, usually poisonous spine. 

stinegy (stin/jé) /‘stind3iy/ adj., -giver, -givest. 1. unwill- 
ing to give or spend; not generous: That stingy man 
won't contribute a cent to the Little League. 2. scanty or 
meager: a stingy salary. —stin-giely (stin/ja lē) /'stind3o- 
liy/ adv. —stin’gi-ness, n. [noncomnt}: Scrooge’s well- 
known Stinginess. 

stink (stingk) /stink/ v., stank (stangk) /stank/ or, often, 
stunk (stungk) /stank/; stunk; stink-ing; 7. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) give off a strong, bad smell: [10 obj]: The 
kitclien stinks; what are you cooking in there? [~ + of + 
obj): The hallways stank of cabbage and beer. [~ + up 
+ obj): They stank up the hallways witli the smell of sour 
herring. 2. (no obj; not: be + ~ -ing] Informal. to be 
very bad, unpleasant, or inferior: This job stinks! 3. Infor- 
mal. [no obj; sometimes: ~ + of + obj] to suggest 
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something dishonest or scandalous, or some disaqreea- 
ble attribute: “This case stinks of corruption,” cried the 
D.A. —n. (count; usually singular) 4. a very strong, pow- 
erfully disgusting smell: a stink of open sewers. 5. Infor- 
mat. an unpleasant frrss; commotion: She made a big 
stink about her boss calling her “Miss” instead of “Ms.” 
—stink/er, n. [count] 

stink-ing (stink/ing) /‘stinkin/ adj. 1. giving off a very 
strong, unpleasant smell: a stinking room. 2. very bad, 
unpleasant, or disgusting: a rotten, stinking, no-good 
liar. —adv. 3. completely or extremely: stinking drink. 

stint (stint) /stint/ v. 1. [no obj (~ + on + obj)] to get 
along on a small amount: Don't stint on the food. 2. [~ 
+ obj) to limit (someone) to a certain amount, number, 
etc.: to stint oneself —n. [count] 3. a period of time 
spent doing something: a stint in the array. —stint/ing, 
adj.: very stinting in her praise. 

stipend (sti/pend) /‘staypend/ n. [count] 1. a payment, 
esp. to a student: a smalt stipend to buy books. 2. fixed 
or regular pay; salary: an annual stipend. See -PEND-. 

stip-ple (stip%al) /‘stipol/ v., -pled, -pling, n. —v. [~ + 
obj) 1. to paint, engrave, or draw by dots or small 
touches. —n. [nonconunt] Also, stip’pling. 2. the method 
of painting, etc., by stippling. 3. stippled work. 

stip-uelate (stip’ya lat’) /‘stipya,leyt/ v., -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 
1. [~ + obj] to specify in terms of agreement: to stipi- 
late a price. 2. [~ + that clause] to require as a condi- 
tion for agreement: She stipulated that her daughter 
would have to receive money for schoot before she would 
agree to any settlement. 

stip-u-la-tion (stip’ya lā/shən) /,stipyo'leyfan/ n. [count] 
a condition in an agreement: Here are the stipulations of 
the contract: on-tiine performance, complete work, and a 
flat-fee payiment. 

stir’ (stir) /st3r/ v., stirred, stirring, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to mix or agitate (a liquid or other substance) with a 
continuous movement of a spoon, a stick, etc.: / stirred 
sugar into my coffee. 2. to move in a fluttering, irregular 
motion: [~ + obj]: A soft breeze stirred the teaves. (no 
obj): The leaves Stirred in the soft breeze. 3. to move, 
esp. in a slight way: [~ + obj]: He didn’t stir a finger to 
help. [no obj): She was sleeping so soundly she didn't 
stir when } carne in. 4. to excite (people or their 
feelings), as from a quiet state into an active one: [~ + 
obj): to stir pity. [~ + up + obj): He enjoys stirring up 
trouble over nothing. [~ + obj + up): stirring them up 
to revolt. [no obj): At long last the people stirred and rec- 
ognized him for the crook that he was. 5. to move 
around, esp. quickly: [no obj): The chitdren were awake 
and stirring before dawn. [~ + obj): to stir oneself. —n. 
[count] 6. the act of stirring or moving: a few Siow stirs of 
the coffee. 7. [usually singular] a state or occasion of 
general excitement; commotion: Whats alt the stir? 
—stir/rer, n. [count] 

stir? (stûr) /star/ n. [noncoimmt] Slang. prison. 

stir/-cra/zy, adj. Slang. frantic from being held in 
prison for a long time, or from staying indoors, etc.: The 
kids are stir-crazy because the lousy weather has kept 
them inside. 

stir’-fry’, v. [~ + obj], -fried, -fry-ing. to prepare 
(food) by cooking it quickly in a small amount of oil over 
high heat. 

stir-ring (stur/ing) /‘startn/ adj. 1. inspiring, rousing, ex- 
citing, or thrilling: a stirring speech. 2. active or lively. 

stir-rup (stir/ap, stir7-) /'st3rəp, 'stir-/ n. [count] a loop, 
ring, etc., hung from the saddle of a horse to support the 
rider's foot. 

-Stit-, root. -stit- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “remain; stand.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONSTITUTE, CONSTITUTION, DESTITUTE, INSTITUTE, 
PROSTITUTE, PROSTITUTION, RECONSTITUTE, RESTITUTION, SUB- 
STITUTE, SUPERSTITION, UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

stitch (stich) /stitf/ u. [count] 1. one complete move- 
ment of a threaded needle through a material such as to 
leave behind a single loop of thread, as in sewing. 2. the 
loop or portion of thread so left. 3. one complete move- 
ment of the needle or hook in knitting, crocheting, etc. 
4. [used witht a negative word or phrase] a thread, bit, or 
piece of any fabric or of clothing: not a stitch of clothes 
on. 5. (used with a negative word or phrase) the least bit 
of anything: They woutdi't do a stitch of work. 6. a sud- 
den, sharp pain, esp. in the side of the body. —v. 7. to 
work upon, mend, or fasten with or as if with stitches; 
sew: [~ + obj]: The doctor stitched the wound before 
too much bleeding had occurred. [no obj): She sat there 
quietly stitching. ——Idiom. 8. in stitches, laughing un- 
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controllably; convulsed with laughter: Soon the comedian 
had the audience in stitches. 

stitch-er-y (stich’a rē) /‘stitforiy/ n. NEEDLEWORK. 

stoat (stot) /stowt/ n. [count] an animal, an ermine, esp. 
when in its brown summer coat. 

stock (stok) /stok/ n. 1. a supply of goods kept on hand 
by a merchant, etc., for sale to customers; inventory: 
[count]: a good stock of computers. (noncount; in/out of 
+ ~]: The store keeps tots of replacement parts in stock. 
2. [count] a quantity of something kept, as for future use: 
a good stock of tuna fish cans in the cupboard. 3. [non- 
count] livestock; farm animals. 4. shares of a company 
that are divided and sold to its members: [noncount]: He 
had stock in that company before its value increased. 
[count]: investing in stocks and bonds. 5. a race or other 
related group of people, animals, plants, etc., from the 
same or a similar source: [noncount]: He comes from 
healthy Norwegian farmer stock. [count]: She classified 
the Indo-European stock of languages. 6. [count] the 
handle of a whip, fishing rod, etc. 7. [count] the piece to 
which the barrel and mechanism of a gun are attached. 
8. stocks, [plural a former instrument of punishment 
consisting of a framework with holes for securing the an- 
kles, used to expose an offender to the public for ridi- 
cule. 9. [nonconnt] the liquid or broth from boiled meat, 
fish, or poultry, used in soups and sauces. —adj. [before 
a noun] 10. kept regularly on hand, as for use or sale; 
standard. 11. having as one’s job the care of the goods 
in a business: a stock clerk. 12. of the common or ordi- 
nary type: He gave his stock answer when asked about 
his plans for the future. 13. of or relating to the breeding 
and raising of livestock. 14. of or relating to the stock of 
a company: various stock options. —v. 15. to keep or 
provide with a stock or supply, as for future use: [~ + 
obj): They stocked the cupboard with food. [no obj; ~ + 
up): You had better stock up now on cooking oil. 16. [~ 
+ obj] to have in a store, as for sale: The store is well 
stocked with replacement parts. —Idiom. 17. take or 
put stock in, [~ + obj] to put confidence in or attach 
importance to: / wouldn't put much stock in his prorn- 
ises. 18. take stock, a. to make a formal counting of 
stock on hand in a business: The stores are closed so 
they can take stock of their inventory. b. to examine or 
evaluate what one possesses, what one needs, etc.: H's 
time to take stock of your life and decide where you want 
to go. 

Stock-ade (sto kad’) /stn'keyd/ n., v., -ad-ed, -ad-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a defensive wall made from stakes driven 
upright into the ground. 2. an enclosure made of such 
barriers. 3. a prison for military personnel. —v. [~ + 
obj) 4. to protect, fortify, or encompass with a stockade. 

stock-brok-er (stok’br6/kear) /'stok,browkor/ n. [count] 
one who is hired by a company in a stock exchange to 
buy and sell stocks and other securities for customers. 

stock’ car’, n. [count] 1. a standard model of automo- 
bile changed in various ways for racing purposes. 2. a 
boxcar for carrying livestock. 

stock’ exchange’, n. [cownt] 1. a place where stocks 
and other securities are bought and sold. 2. an associa- 
tion of brokers who do business in stocks and bonds ac- 
cording to fixed rules. 

stock-hold-er (stok/hol/dar) /‘stok,howldor/ n. [count] 
a holder or owner of stock in a corporation. 

stock-ing (stoking) /‘stokin/ n. [cont] 1. a close-fitting 
covering for the foot and part of the leg, of wool, cotton, 
nylon, etc. 2. something resembling this. —Idiom. 3. 
in one’s stocking feet, wearing stockings but no shoes. 

stock’ mar/ket, n. [count; usually: the + ~) 1. a mar- 
ket where stocks and bonds are traded; stock exchange. 
2. the market for stocks throughout a nation. 

stock-pile (stok/pil’) /‘stok,payl/ n., v., -piled, -pil-ing. 
=. [count] 1. a supply of a material held in reserve: a 
stockpile of food, clothing, mel, and other supplies. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to put or store in a stockpile: fo stockpile 
goods in case of ermergericy. 

stock/-still’, adj. completely still; motionless. 

stockey (stok/é) /'stokiy/ adj., -ieer, -ivest. 1. of sturdy 
form or build; thickset. 2. having a strong, stout stem, as 
a plant. —stock/i-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

stock-yard (stok/yard’) /‘stok,yard/ n. [count] an en- 
closure with pens, sheds, etc., connected with a slaugh- 
terhouse, railroad, etc., for housing livestock. 

stodg-y (stoj’é) /'stod3iy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. dull or 
uninteresting; boring: a long, stodgy novel 2. very old- 
fashioned; rigidly conventional: a stodgy old gentternan. 
3. drab or dowdy; inelegant: a stodgy business suit. 
—stodg/i-ness, n. [noncount] 
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sto-gy or sto-gie (st0/gé) /'stowgiy/ n. [count], pt. 
-gies. a long, slender, roughly made, inexpensive cigar. 

Storic (stō/ik) /'stowik/ adj. 1. of or relating to a belief 
that people should be free from passion. 2. stoical. —n. 
[count] 3. one who accepts such a belief. —sto-iecism 
(st0’a siz’am) /'stowa,sizam/ n. [noncount) 

Sto-iccal (stō/i kal) /'stowrkal/ adj. exhibiting a calm, 
patient acceptance of difficulty. —sto/i-cal-ly, adv. 

stoke (stōk) /stowk/ v. [~ + obj], stoked, stok-ing. 1. 
to poke, stir up, and feed (a fire), 2. to tend the fire of (a 
furnace); supply with fuel. —stok/er, n. [count] 

stole’ (stdl) /stowl/ v. pt. of STEAL. 

stole? (stol) /stowl/ n. [count] 1. a piece of clothing worn 
by the clergy, made of a narrow strip of material and 
worn over the shoulder or shoulders. 2. a woman's 
shoulder scarf of fur, silk, or other material. 

stolen (st0/lan) /'stowlan/ v. pp. of STEAL. 

stolid (stolid) /'stolid/ adj. not easily stirred or moved 
mentally or emotionally: A very stolid worker, he seldom 
Showed excitement. —stol/idely, adv.: The detective 
moved stolidly through the scene of the crime. 

stomeach (stum/ak) /'stamoak/ n. [count] 1. a saclike 
part of the body where food is stored and partially di- 
gested: Her stomach was full. 2. the lower front part of 
the body, containing the stomach; the belly or abdomen: 
The buttons on his Stirt were popping from his fat stom- 
ach. 3. (used with a negative word or phrase, or in ques- 
tions) desire; inclination; liking; appetite: They have no 
stomach for all this violence. —v. [~ + obj; used with a 
negative word or ptirase, or in questions] 4. to endure or 
tolerate; bear: She cant stomach viotence. —Idiom. 5. 
sick to one’s stomach, feeling ready to vomit: He felt 
Sick to his stomach and walked quickly to a battroom. 

stom-ach-ache (stum/ak ak’) /'stamok,cyk/ n. [count] 
pain or discomfort in the stomach or abdomen. 

stomp (stomp) /stomp/ v. 1. to walk on or step on heav- 
ily; trample: [~ + obj]: He stomped the floor witt) his 
heavy boots. [no obj): He walked around stomping on 
the floor. —n. [comt] 2. the act of stomping; stamp. 

stone (ston) /stown/ n., pl. stones for 1-4, 6, 7, stone 
for 5; adj., adv., v., stoned, ston-ing. —n. 1. [noncount) 
the hard substance, formed of mineral matter, of which 
rocks are made. 2. [count] a piece of rock made into a 
specific size and shape for a particular purpose: paving 
stones. 3. [count] a small piece of rock, as a pebble: He 
taught his daughter how to skip stones in the water. 4. 
[count] a mineral used in jewelry; a gemstone: a ring 
with a bright blue stone. 5. [count] one of various units 
of weight, esp. the British unit equivalent to 14 pounds 
(6.4 kg). 6. any small, hard seed, as of a cherry or a 
date; a pit. 7. a buildup, often in a rounded shape, of a 
calciumlike substance in the body, as in the kidney. 
—adj. 8. of or relating to stone or stoneware. —adv. 9. 
completely; totally: stone deaf. —v. [~ + obj] 10. to 
throw stones at: The angry mob stoned the embassy. 
11. to put to death by throwing stones at (someone): 
They stoned him to death. 12. to remove stones from 
(fruit). ——Idiom. 13. cast the first stone, to be the 
first to condemn a wrongdoer. 14. leave no stone un- 
turned, to explore every possibility: The police left no 
stone unturned untit the kitter was brought to justice. 

stoned (stōnd) /stownd/ adj. [be/get + ~) tnformal. 1. 
drunk: He's had severat beers too many and is com- 
pletely stoned. 2. feeling the effects of drugs; dazed from 
drugs; high: They went out and got stoned. 

stone's’ throw’, n. (count; usually singular) a short 
distance: just a stone’s throw from the train station. 

stone-wall (st6n/wol’) /'stown,wol/ v. to be uncoopera- 
tive (with); use blocking or stalling tactics (on): [no obj]: 
Each side accused the other of stonewalling on ttle arms 
control issue. [~ + obj): trying to stonewatt passage of 
the tegistation. —stone/wall’er, n. (connt) 

stony or ston-ey (st0/né) /'stowniy/ adj., -iv-er, -i-est. 
1. full of stones or rock. 2. resembling or suggesting 
stone, esp. in its hardness. 3. unfeeling; merciless: a 
stony stare. —ston-iely (stōn/l €) /'stownliy/ adv.: stared 
stomly at his rivat. —ston/ieness, n. [noncounit) 

stood (stõód) /stud/ v. pt. and pp. of STAND. 

stooge (stoj) /stuwd3/ n. [count] 1. an entertainer who 
feeds lines to a comedian and serves as the target of 
jokes. 2. an assistant, as in performing a crime. 

stool (stool) /stuwl/ n. [count] 1. a simple armless and 
usually backless seat on legs: sat on stools at the 
counter. See illustration at HOTEL. 2. a short, low support 
on which to step, kneel, or rest the feet while sitting: He 
propped his feet on the stool. 3. the fecal matter ex- 
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creted during a bowel movement. 4. a toilet seat. 5. a 
stool pigeon. 

stool’ pi’geon, n. [cont] 1. a pigeon used as a decoy 
to lure other pigeons. 2. Also called stool-ie (stoo/lé) 
/stuwhiy/. Slang. a person hired or acting as a decoy or 
informer, esp. for the police: ttis stool pigeon totd him 
where the next robbery woutd be. 

stoop’ (stoop) /stuwp/ v. 1. to bend the head and 
shoulders, or the body generally, forward and downward: 
[no obj): The basketbalt player had to stoop wlien climb- 
ing into the bus. [~ + obj]: lle stooped his head a little 
when he climbed on the bus. 2. to lower oneself from 
one’s normal level of dignity and do something consid- 
ered improper, dishonest, etc.: [no obj]: | would never 
Stoop so low that I would take money from iny own chit- 
dren. [~ + to + obj}: You woutdn't think he would stoop 
to such treachery. [~ + to + verb-ing): Would he stoop 
to stealing money from his own children? —n. [count] 3. 
an act or instance of stooping. 4. a stooping position of 
the body; a way of carrying the body at a low angle: to 
walk witli a stoop. 

stoop’ (stoop) /stuwp/ nm. [count] a raised platform or 
porch, esp. a small porch with steps, at the entrance of a 
house: We sat on the stoop and talked. 

stop (stop) /stop/ v., stopped, stop-ping, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ verb-ing) to cease from doing; finish (an activity): / 
couldn't stop taugtiing at the joke. 2. to (cause to) cease 
or come to an end: [~ + obj]: to stop crime. [no obj): 
The music stopped. 3. to come to a stand, as in a course 
or journey: [no obj]: He stopped at the side of the road 
and watched the cars go by. [~ + to + verb]: They 
Stopped to say hetto. 4. [~ + obj] to interrupt or cut off: 
Stop your work for just a moment, please. 5. [no obj] to 
halt for a stay or visit: They're stopping at a nice totel. 6. 
[~ + obj] to cut off, intercept, or withhold: to stop sup- 
plies. 7. [~ + obj (+ from)] to keep back, restrain, or 
prevent: l coutdn't stop him (from going). 8. to (cause to) 
be prevented from proceeding, acting, or operating: [~ 
+ obj): to stop a car. [no obj): The car stopped when it 
ran out of gas. 9. to (cause to) be blocked or closed off: 
(~ (+ up) + obj): Something has stopped (up) the sink 
again. [~ + obj + up): Something has stopped it up 
again. [no obj; ~ + up): The sink has stopped up again. 
10. [~ + obj] to close (a container, etc.) with a cork, 
plug, etc. 11. (of the outer openings of the ears, nose, or 
mouth) to (cause to) be closed: [~ + obj (+ up)]: My 
nose is stopped (up) and t cant breathe. [no obj; ~ + 
up): My ears stop up in airplanes. 12. [~ + obj] to notify 
a bank to refuse payment of (a check) upon presentation: 
He stopped payment on the check because the merchan- 
dise was broken. 13. stop by or in, to make a brief visit: 
[no obj]: We stopped by to say hetlo. [~ + by + obj]: We 
stopped by their house on the way through tndiana. 14. 
stop off, [0 obj] to halt for a brief stay at some point 
on the way elsewhere. 15. stop over, [no obj] a. to stop 
briefly, as overnight, in the course of a journey: They 
stopped over in Copentiagen. b. to make a brief visit. 
—n. [count] 16. the act of stopping. 17. a bringing to an 
end of movement, activity, or operation; end: Put a stop 
to that! 18. a stay made at a place, as in the course of a 
journey: We had a brief stop in Osto. 19. a place where 
vehicles halt to take on and let off passengers: a bus 
Stop. 20. a plug or other stopper for an opening. 21. a 
device that serves to check or control movement or ac- 
tion in a mechanism. 22. an order to refuse payment of 
a check: Put a stop on that check. 23. any of various 
marks used as punctuation at the end of a sentence, esp. 
a period. —Idiom. 24. pull out all the stops, to use 
every means available to accomplish something: At the 
end of ttle campaign tie was pulling out all the stops: vis- 
iting every town and spending enormous sums On adver- 
tising. 

stop-cock (stop’kok’) /'stop,kok/ n. cock! (def. 3). 

stop-gap (stop’gap’) /'stop,gwp/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing that fills the place of something lacking; a tempo- 
rary substitute. —adj. [before a noun) 2. serving as a 
stopgap; makeshift: a stopgap sotution to a deep-rooted 
problern. 

stop-light (stop/lit’”) /‘stop,layt/ n. [count] 1. a taillight 
that lights up as the driver of a vehicle steps on the 
brake pedal to slow down or stop. 2. TRAFFIC LIGHT. 

stop-o-ver (stop/0/var) /'stop,owvar/ n. [count] a stop 
or brief stay in the course of a journey. 

stop-page (stop/ij) /‘stopid3/ n. [count] 1. an act or ìn- 
stance of stopping. 2. the state of being stopped or 
blocked. 3. a stopping of activity, esp. work; strike. 

stop-per (stop/ar) /‘stopor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that stops. 2. a plug, cork, or other piece for clos- 
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ing a bottle, tube, drain, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to close 
or secure with a stopper. 

stop-ple (stop/al) /'stopal/ n., v., -pled, -pling. —n. 
[count] 1. a stopper, esp. for a bottle. —v. [~ + obj) 2. 
to close or fit with a stopple. 

stop-watch (stop/woch’) /'stop,wotf/ n. [count] a watch 
with a hand or counter that can be stopped or started at 
any instant, used for precise timing, as in races. 

stor-age (stôr/ij, st6r’-) /‘storid3, ‘stowr-/ n. [oncount) 
1. the act of storing; the state or fact of being stored. 2. 
capacity or space for storing: had our belongings in stor- 
age while we lived overseas. 3. Memory (def. 6). 4. the 
price charged for storing goods. 

store (stôr, stor) /stor, stowr/ n., v., stored, stor-ing, 
adj. —w. [comt] 1. an establishment where merchandise 
is sold: a department store; a liardware store. SEE ILLUS- 
TRATION. 2. a grocery store. 3. a supply or stock of some- 
thing, esp. for future use: a huge store of ammunition. 
4. Chiefly Brit. a storehouse or warehouse. 5. great 
quantity; abundance: a rich store of grain. —v. [~ + obj] 
6. to supply or stock with something. 7. to put away for 
future use: Squirrels store nuts for the winter. 8. to de- 
posit in a place for keeping: We stored some of our furni- 
ture while we lived abroad. 9. to put or retain (data) in a 
computer memory unit: The conimand “ST” is to store 
your file. —adj. [before a nour!) 10. bought from a store; 
commercial: store-bought bread. Idiom. 11. in 
store, a. in reserve: We Held sonie supplies in store. b. 
about to happen: You don't know what's in store for you. 
12. set or lay store by, [~ + obj] to think highly of; to 
have regard for: / don't set too much store by what he 
says. 

store-front (stôr/frunt/, stōr/-) /'stər frant, 'stowr-/ n. 
[count] 1. the side of a store facing a street, usually con- 
taining display windows. 2. a room, set of rooms, Or es- 
tablishment at street level with the front facing a street. 
—adj. 3. of or located in a storefront: a storefront com- 
munity center. 

store-house (st6r/hous’, stōr/-) /'stor,haws, 'stowr-/ n. 
[count] (-hou/ziz) /-,hawziz/. 1. a building in which things 
are stored; warehouse. 2. a source of plentiful supply, as 
of facts or knowledge: He's a storehouse of knowledge 
about the music of the 1950's. 

store-keep-er (stôr/kē/par, stdr/-) /'stor,kiypor, 'stowr-/ 
n. [count] one who owns or Operates a store. 

store-room (stor/room’, -rd6m/, stōr/-) /'stor,ruwm, 
-rom, 'stowr-/ n. [count] a room in which supplies or 
other articles are stored. 

sto-ried'’ (stôr/ēd, stōr/-) /'storiyd, 
corded or celebrated in history or story. 

sto-ried? (stôr/ēd, st6r/-) /'storiyd, 'stowr-/ adj. (used 
after numbers) having (the stated number of) stories: a 
two-storied house. Also, esp. Brit., sto/reyed. 

Stork (stork) /stork/ n. [count], pl. storks, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) stork. 1. a wading bird having 
long legs and a long neck and bill. 2. the stork, this 
bird when it is the symbolic deliverer of a new baby: a 
visit from the stork. 

storm (storm) /storm/ n. [count] 1. a condition of the 
weather with strong winds, rain, thunder and lightning, 
etc. 2. an instance of much rain, snow, etc., but without 
strong winds. 3. a heavy or sudden outpouring or shower 
of things, as of bullets: a storm of bullets. 4. a heavy, 
loud, or sudden outburst of feelings, emotions, etc.: 4 
storm of abuse. —v. 5. [no obj; it + ~) (of the wind or 
weather) to blow with unusual force, or to rain, snow, 
etc., esp. heavily: /t stortried all day. 6. to rage with fury: 
[no obj): He stormed about low unfair it all was. [used 
with quotations]: “Get out and don't come back!” he 
stormed. 7. (110 obj) to rush, move, Or stamp angrily: He 
stormed out of the roon. 8. [~ + obj) to attack or as- 
sault: The aritty stormied the fortress. 

storm-y (stor/mé) /'stormiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 1. of or 
resembling storms; tempestuous: stormy seas. 2. full of 
strong feeling, turmoil, or strife: stormy debate. 
—stormeicly (stôr/mə lē) /'stormoliy/ adv. —storm/i- 
ness, 7. [soucoisnt) 

sto-ry'’ (store, stōr/ē) /'storiy, ‘stowriy/ n. [connut], pl. 
-ries. 1. a telling of events; a tale. 2. a fictional tale, 
shorter and less involved than a novel. Also, short story. 
3. the plot or events of a novel, poem, drama, etc. 4. a 
report of the facts of a matter in question: She wrote a 
story about hit in the local newspaper. 5. a lie: Now 
Children, you must not tell stories; tell me what really 
happened. 

sto-ry? (stor’é, st6r’é) /'storiy, 'stowriy/ u. [connut], pl. 
-ries. 1. a complete horizontal section of a building, as 
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from the floor to the ceiling; one floor or level: How 
many stories are there in that apartment building? 2. the 
set of rooms on the same floor. 3. (used after numbers) 
having (the stated number of) stories: a five-story apart- 
mert building. Also, esp. Brit., storey. 

sto-ry:book (st6r’é bddk’, stōr/-) /'storiy,buk, ‘stowr-/ 
n. [count] 1. a book that contains a story or stories, esp. 
for children. —adj. 2. made to look or seem better than 
reality: a storybook romance. 

stout (stout) /stawt/ adj., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. over- 
weight; fat. 2. [before a noun] courageous; brave: stout 
warriors. 3. firm; stubborn; forceful: The army met stout 
resistance. 4. substantial; thick; solid: a stout cudgel. 
—n. [noncount] 5. a dark, sweet ale. 6. a clothing size 
for persons of ample figure. —stout/ly, adv. —stout/- 
ness, n. [voncount) 

stout/-heart/ed, adj. brave; unafraid; firm and reso- 
lute: stories of stout-hearted warriors. 

stove! (stōv) /stowv/ n. [count] an apparatus that fur- 
nishes heat for warmth or cooking: a gas stove to cook 
the food. See illustration at APARTMENT. 

stove? (stdv) /stowv/ v. a pt. and pp. of STAVE. 

stove-pipe (stOv/pip’) /'stowv,payp/ n. [count] 1. a 
pipe, as of sheet metal, serving as a stove chimney or to 
connect a stove with a chimney. 2. a tall silk hat. 

stow (std) /stow/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to put away in an or- 
derly fashion: The sailors stowed their gear below. 2. [~ 
+ obj) Slang. to stop; break off: Stow the talk, I'm not in- 
terested. 3. stow away, [no obj] to hide oneself aboard 


a boat, etc., as a stowaway. —stow-age (stō/ij) 
/'stowid3/ n. [noncount] 
stowaway (stō/a wa’) /'stowo,wey/ n. [count] one 


who hides himself or herself aboard a boat, airplane, 
etc., as a way of getting free transportation. 

strad-dle (strad/l) /'straedl/ v. [~ + obj), -dled, -dling. 
1. to stand or sit on (something) with the legs on either 
side of: to straddle a horse. 2. to favor or appear to favor 
both sides of: The politician is trying to straddle the is- 
sue, —strad/dler, n. [count] 

strafe (straf) /streyf/ v. [~ + obj], strafed, straf-ing. to 
attack (targets) with bullets or missiles from low-flying 
airplanes. 

strag-gle (strag/’al) /'strægol/ v. [no obj), -gled, -gling. 
1. to wander from a road. 2. to lag or be behind a line of 
march, a group walking, or a group working: He's strag- 
gling behind the group and miay get lost. 3. to grow or 
spread at irregular spaces or intervals: trees straggling 
over the hillside. —strag/gler, n. [count] 

strag-gly (strag/lé) /'strægliy/ adj., -gliver, -gli-est. 
growing or spreading unevenly or untidily: a straggly 
beard. 

Straight (strat) /streyt/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. 
without a bend, angle, wave, or curve: a Straight path 
from here to the mountain. 2. exactly vertical or horizon- 
tal; level: straight shoulders. 3. direct in character; truth- 
ful: We asked for a straight answer. 4. honest; honorable; 
upright: He's always been fair and straight with us. 5. re- 
liable; agreeing with the facts; correct: straight reporting. 
6. logical; rational: straight thinking. 7. being in the 
proper order or condition: Things are straight now. 8. 
continuous; unbroken; one after the other: We lost six 
straight games. 9. complete; unqualified: a straight libe- 
ral. 10. supporting all candidates of one political party: 
Many party meribers voted a straight ticket. 11. Infor- 
mal. a. heterosexual. b. traditional; conventional: He's 
too straight to try anything that unusual. c. free from us- 
ing narcotics: He's straight and hasn't even seen a drug 
dealer in years. d. not engaged in crime; law-abiding. 
12. not diluted or mixed with water: straight whiskey. 
—adv. 13. in a straight line: to walk straight. 14. in or 
into an even or proper condition or position: Can you see 
if this picture is hung straight? 15. in an erect posture: 
Stand straight. 16. directly: Go straight home. 17. 
frankly; candidly: Tell me straight: Are we still friends? 
18. in a proper, right manner, as by being free from 
drug use, criminal activity, etc.: He says he’s gone 
straight and doesn't even think about stealing anymore. 
19. in possession of truth or facts; without lies or exag- 
geration: Let me set you straight on that rumor. 20. 
without water added: to drink whiskey straight. —u. 
(comrt] 21. the condition of being straight. 22. a straight 
form, part, or position. 23. /nformal. a. a heterosexual: 
the question of gays and straiglits living together in the 
military. b. one who follows conventional customs or 
morals. 24. a sequence of five consecutive cards of vari- 
ous suits. — Idiom. 25. straight off or away, without 
delay; immediate'y: He left straight away arid didn't even 
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say good-bye. 26. straight up, served without ice: a 
martini straight up. —straight/ness, n. [noncommt] 

straight/-arm’, v. [~ + obj] 1. to push away (an op- 

ponent) with the arm held out straight; to stiff-arm. —n. 
[count] 2. Also called stiff-arm. an act or instance of 
straight-arming. 

straight’ ar’/row, n. [count] one who lives in a very 
proper way. 

straight-a-way (adj., n. strat/a wa’; adv. -wa/) / adj., n. 
'streyta,wey; adv. -'wey/ adj. 1. straight onward in 
course. —n. [count] 2. a straight part of a road, race- 
track, etc.: On the straightaway he pulled ahead and won 
the race. —adv. 3. immediately; right away: They sent for 
him straightaway. 

straight-edge (strat/ej’) /‘streyt ed3/ n. [cont] 1. a bar 
or strip of wood, plastic, or metal having a long edge for 
use in drawing or testing Straight lines, etc. 
—straight’/-edge’, adj. 2. of, using, or having a straight 
edge: a straight-edge razor. 3. advocating, or believing 
in, a life free from alcohol, cigarettes, drugs, and sex. 

straighten (strat/n) /‘streytn/ v. 1. to (cause to) be- 
come straight, orderly, neat, or tidy: [no obj]: His curly 
hair straightens if he doesn't wash it every day. [~ (+ 
out) + obj): Straighten your tie; it’s crooked. [no obj; (~ 
+ up)): Let's straighten (up) a bit before Grandpa comes 
over. [~ (+ up) + obj): Let's straighten (up) your room a 
bit. (~ + obj (+ up)): Let's straighten your roon (up) a 
bit. 2. straighten out, a. to (cause to) become free of 
confusion or difficulties: [~ + obj + out]: Let's see if we 
can straighten this problem out. [~ + out + obj): The 
police tried to straighten out the mess. b. to improve in 
conduct or character: [no obj]: After he got married he 
straightened out nicely. [~ + obj + out): A few years in 
the marines will straighten lim out. —straight/ener, n. 
[comt] 

straight’ face’, n. [count] a plain expression on the 
face that hides one’s true feelings: He kept a straight face 
even though he wanted to laugh. —straight/-faced/, 
adj.: straight-faced lies. 

straight-for-ward (strat/for/ward) /,streyt'forword/ adj. 
1. going or directed straight ahead. 2. honest. —adv. 3. 
Also, straight’for/wards. straight ahead. 

strain’ (stran) /streyn/ v. 1. to draw tight; make taut: [~ 
+ obj): The mountain climbers strained their rope until it 
broke. [~ + at + obj]: The dog Strained at its leash. 2. 
to use one’s efforts or strength as much as possible: [~ 
+ obj): She strained her ears and tried to hear what they 
were Saying. [~ + to + verb]: He stood by the door, 
straining to hear what they were saying inside. 3. [~ + 
obj] to injure (a muscle, etc.) by stretching too hard: He 
strained his leg muscle on that last jump. 4. [~ + obj) 
to make excesssive demands upon (someone or some- 
thing): straining the budget to make ends meet. 5. [~ + 
obj) to cause to pass through a Strainer: Strain the spin- 
ach. 6. [~ + obj] to draw off by means of a Strainer: fo 
strain the water from spinach. 7. [no obj) to filter or 
ooze: Water strained through the spinach. —n. 8. any 
force tending to alter shape, cause a fracture or break, 
etc.: [noncount): strain from high winds on an airplane 
wing. [count]: to reduce the strains caused by the settling 
of the house. 9. [noncont] strong effort: His face 
showed Signs of strain as he lifted the heavy weights. 10. 
an injury to a muscle, etc., due to excessive use; sprain: 
[noncount): muscle strain. (count): To avoid muscle 
strains, warm up slowly before exercise. 11. the condi- 
tion of being strained or stretched: [noncount]: The 
strain on the economy was too great. (count): Strains in 
the economy were beginning to show. 12. pressure or 
tension, as from fatigue: [oncount): The strain of hard 
work was begirming to show on his face. (count): the 
Strains of immigrating to a new conntry. See -STRAIN-. 

strain? (stran) /streyn/ n. [count] 1. the group of all de- 
scendants having a common ancestor, as a family or 
stock. 2. a variety, esp. of microorganisms: a new Strain 
of bacteria. 3. a characteristic or trait inherited from an 
ancestor: There is a strain of insanity in the family. 

strain? (stran) /streyn/ n. [count] 1. a melody; a tune. 2. 
a style present throughout a work, esp. a written work: 
He wrote it in a Mumorous strain. 

-Strain-, root. -strain- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “stretch; tighten; 
bind.” It is related to the root -strict-. This meaning is 
found in such words aS: CONSTRAIN, RESTRAIN, STRAIN, 
STRAIT, STRAITEN, UNRESTRAINED. 

strained (strand) /streynd/ adj. produced by effort; not 
natural; forced: strained hospitality. 

strain-er (stra/nor) /‘streynor/ nu. [count] 1. one that 
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strains. 2. a filter or sieve for separating liquids from 
solids: She poured the pasta in the strainer and let the 
water drip out. See -STRAIN-. 

strait (strat) /streyt/ n. [count] 1. Often, straits. [p/ural 
form may be used with a singular verb] a narrow passage 
of water connecting two large bodies of water: the 
Strait(s) of Gibraltar. 2. Often, straits. [p/uraf] a position 
of difficulty, distress, or need: At the moment she is in 
dire straits, with no money and no job. See -STRAIN-. 

strait-en (strat/n) /‘streytn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put into 
financial difficulties. 2. a. to make narrow. b. to confine 
within narrow limits. See -STRAIN-. 

strait-jack-et or straight-jack-et  (strat/jak/it) 
streyt d3ekrt/ n. [count] 1. a garment made of strong 
material, often strapped in the back, designed to keep 
the arms tightly bound: The attendants put the violently 
deranged man in a straitjacket. 2. anything that severely 
constricts or prevents (one) from progress, activity, or the 
like: High interest rates are a Straitjacket on the econ- 
omy. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to put in or as if in a straitjacket: 
The government straitiacketed any expression of free 
thought. See -STRAIN-. 

strait/-laced’ or straight’-laced’, adj. 1. overly 
strict in conduct or morality: strait-laced ladies. 2. tightly 
laced, as an upper part of a dress. 

strand! (strand) /strand/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to drive or run 
onto a shore; run aground: The boat was stranded in the 
mud. 2. to leave in a helpless position: tourists stranded 
in the middle of nowhere. —n. [count] 3. the land bor- 
dering a body of water; shore; beach: the sea strand. 

strand? (strand) /straad/ n. [count] 1. a part of a rope, 
or a single piece or fiber of cord, string, etc., that is 
wound, twisted, or plaited together to form a rope. 2. an 
element in a larger structure: You have to work hard to 
put together the strands of the plot. 

strange (stranj) /streynd3/ adj., strang-er, strang-est, 
adv. —adj. 1. causing a feeling of curiosity or wonder; 
odd: puzzled by her strange behavior. [It + be + ~ + 
(thal) clause): It was strange that there was no one to 
meet us. [it + be + ~ + to + verb): Ht was strange to 
be the boss over someone who had once been my boss. 
2. alienated: We all felt strange in that city. 3. being out- 
side of one’s experience; unfamiliar; foreign: /¢ was hard 
for them to move to a strange place. 4. [be + ~ + to] 
not accustomed; not used to: Fm strange to his ways. 
—adv. 5. in a strange manner: They sure acted strange 
when we said hello. —strange/ly, adv.: The machine is 
acting strangely. —strange/ness, n. [noncount] 

stran-ger (stran/jar) /'streynd3or/ n. [count] 1. a person 
with whom one has had no personal acquaintance: 
warned their children not to talk to strangers. 2. a new- 
comer in a place: a stranger in town. 3. one not accus- 
tomed to something: She is no stranger to poverty. 

stran-gie (strang/gal) /‘strengol/ v., -gled, -gling. 1. [~ 
+ obj] to kill by squeezing the throat and preventing air 
from coming in: / was so angry | could have strangled 
you. 2. [~ + obj] to prevent, block, or hold back the 
growth or action of: Censorship strangles a free press. 
—stran/’gler, n. [count] —stran/gling, adj.: He made a 
strangling noise in Ins throat. 

stran-gle-hold (strang’gal hold’) /'strængəl,howld/ n. 
(count) 1. an illegal wrestling hold by which an oppo- 
nent's breath is choked off. 2. any force that prevents ac- 
tion or development: a stranglehold on the economy. 

stran-guela-tion (strang’gya la’shan) /,strengya'leyfon/ 
n. [noncomnt] 1. the act of killing someone by strangling: 
The coroner declared that death was by strangulation. 2. 
the act of preventing or holding back free progress, 
growth, or action: the strangulation of economic prog- 
ress. 

strap (strap) /stræp/ n., v., strapped, strap-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a narrow strip of material, esp. leather, used 
for holding things together: a shoulder strap for my suit- 
cases. 2. a looped band by which an item may be held, 
pulled, or lifted. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to secure, put in place, 
or fasten with a strap: He strapped his snowshoes on. 4. 
to beat or whip with a strap. 

strap-less (strap/lis) /‘struplts/ adj. 1. lacking a strap or 
Straps. 2. having no shoulder straps to hold it in place; 
bare-shouldered: a strapless gown. —n. [count] 3. a 
woman's garment that exposes the bare shoulders and 
has no shoulder straps. 

strapped (strapt) /strwpt/ adj. [usnally: be + ~ + for] 
needy; not having enough of; wanting: strapped for 
funds. 

strapping (strap/ing) /‘strieptn/ adj. [before a noun) 
powerfully built; strong; large: a strapping young fellow. 
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-Strat-, root. -strat- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meanings “cover; throw over” and “level.” These mean- 
ings are found in such words aS: PROSTRATE, STRATA, 
STRATIFY, STRATOSPHERE, STRATUM, SUBSTRATE. 

strata (stra/to, strat/ə, stra/ta) /'streyta, ‘strato, 'str- 
ato/ n. [plural] a pl. of STRATUM. See -STRAT-. 

Strat-a-gem (strat/a jam) /'stretod3am/ n. [count] a 
scheme or trick for surprising or fooling an enemy, or for 
gaining an advantage in achieving a goal. 

stra-te-gic (stra té/jik) /stra'tiyd3ik/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to military strategy: a strategic expert. 2. of or relat- 
ing to the general defense systems of a country, or to the 
destruction of an enemy’s ability to make war: strategic 
weapons designed to smash the enemy's homeland war- 
making facilitics. 3. of or relating to any strategy to 
achieve a goal: making strategic plans to increase sales. 
—stra-te/’gi-cal-ly, adv. 

strat-e-gy (strat/i jé) /‘stratid3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 1. [non- 
count) the science of planning and directing military 
operations: an expert in military strategy. 2. [count] the 
use of or an instance of using this science or art: He has 
devised a strategy to defend the rocket launchers. 3. a 
plan or method for achieving any specific goal: [count]: a 
Strategy for winning at bridge. [nonconnt]: At our next 
sales meeting we'll discuss strategy. —strat/e-gist, n. 
(count): The mayor's top strategists urged him to begin 
campaigning harder. 

Strat-i-fy (strat’o fi’) /‘stratoa fay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. to 
(cause to) be formed in different levels or strata, esp. 
within a society: [~ + obj]: The society became stratified 
as the poor got poorer and the rich got richer. [no obj): 
Their society gradually stratified until movement between 
different levels became impossible. —strat-i-fi-ca-tion 
(strat’a fi ka’shan) / stratofi'keyfon/ n. [noncount): strat- 
ification into different classes. See -STRAT-. 

strat-o-sphere (strat/o sfér’) /‘stratasfior/ n. (count; 
usually singular; usually: the + ~] 1. the region of the 
upper atmosphere, from about six miles above the earth 
to about 30 miles (50 km) above, exhibiting little change 
in temperature. 2. any great height or degree. See 
-STRAT-. 

Stra-tum (stra/tom, stratam) /'streytom, 'strætəm/ n. 
[count], pi stra-ta (stra’te, strata) /'streyta, 'strætə/ 
stra-tums. 1. a layer of something, often formed one 
upon another: a stratum of skin tissue. 2. a layer; level: 
That story has many strata of meanings. 3. a single bed 
or layer of rock, consisting of one kind of material. 4. a 
level or grade of a people in a society, esp. with refer- 
ence to social position and education: How could he 
hope to rise from the lowest stratum of society? See 
-STRAT-. 

straw (stro) /stro/ n. 1. [count] a single stalk or stem, 
esp. of a cereal grass. 2. [noncount]) a mass of such 
Stalks, used as fodder: feeding the cows their straw. 3. 
[noncount] material made from such stalks for hats or 
baskets: a basket of straw. 4. [count] a narrow tube for 
sucking up a beverage from a container. —adj. [before a 
noun] 5. of, relating to, or made of straw: a straw hat. 6. 
of the color of straw; pale yellow. —-Idiom. 7. catch, 
clutch, or grasp at a straw or at straws, to try any- 
thing out of a desperate need to save oneself from 
something bad. 8. (the) last straw, something intolera- 
bly bad or unpleasant that is the latest in a series of bad 
events: He had been late five times, but when he came 
to work drunk that was the last straw and he was fired. 9. 
straw in the wind, [count] a piece of information that 
seems to indicate future events. 

straw-berery (strô/ber/ē, -bə rē) /'stro,beriy, -bariy/ n. 
[count], pl. -rìes. 1. the fleshy red fruit of a stemless 
płant belonging to the rose family. 2. the plant itself. 

straw’ man’, n. [count] 1. a person whose function is 
only to disguise another's activities. 2. a conveniently 
weak or innocuous person, object, or issue used as a 
seeming opponent or argument. 

straw’ vote’, n. [count] an unofficial vote taken to find 
out the general trend of opinion on a given issue: straw 
votes taken a week before the election. Also called 
straw’ poll’. 

Stray (stra) /strey/ v. [~ + from + obj)] 1. to move 
away from the proper course, as by wandering: to stray 
from the main road. 2. to become distracted from one’s 
topic or main thought; to digress: {n your essay you are 
beginning to stray from the topic in this paragraph. —n. 
[count] 3. a domestic animal found wandering or without 
an owner. 4. any homeless person or animal. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 5. straying or having strayed: a stray cat. 6. 


-Strat- to strengthen 


found or occurring apart from others; incidental: a fen 
Stray hairs. 

streak (strék) /striyk/ n. [count] 1. a long, narrow mark, 
smear, etc.: streaks of paint where the liquid lad 
dripped. 2. a layer: streaks of fat in meat. 3. a strain or 
element, as of behavior or personality: a wild streak. 4. a 
number of occurrences, as in a series; a spell; run: a 
streak of good luck. 5. a flash leaving a visible line, as of 
lightning; a bolt. —v. 6. to form streaks (on): [no obj): 
The windows streak if you don't wash them. [~ + obj): 
The witidows were streaked with dirt. 7. [~ + obj] to 
lighten or color (strands of hair). 8. [no obj] to run, go, 
or work rapidly: The jets streaked across the sky. 

streak-y (stré/ké) /'striykiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. full of 
streaks: a streaky window. 

stream (strém) /striym/ n. [count] 1. a body of water 
flowing in a channel, as a brook. 2. any flow or current of 
liquid, fluid, or gas: a stream of gas escaping. 3. a series 
of things: a stream of words. —v. 4. [no obj] to flow or 
pass in a stream: The river streamed past the house. 5. 
to give out (a fluid): [no obj): Her eyes streamed with 
tears. [~ + obj): The wound streamed blood. 6. [no obj) 
to extend in rays: Sunlight streamed in through the win- 
dow 7. [no obj] to proceed without stopping: Alt day long 
the traffic streamed past her house. 8. [no obj] to hang 
in a flowing manner: Her golden hair was streaming be- 
hind her. 

stream-er (strē/mər) /'striymar/ n. [count] 1. some- 
thing that streams: streamers of lame. 2. a long, narrow 
flag; a pennant. 3. any long narrow piece or thing, as a 
paper ribbon: The room was decorated with streamers. 

streamline (strém/lin’) /'striym,layn/ v., -lined, -tine 
ing, adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to make (something) into the 
shape of a teardrop so as to offer least resistance to air 
or water: to streamline the shape of the car. 2. to change 
in order to make more efficient or simple: to streamline 


the procedures for getting a work permit. —adj. 3. 
STREAMLINED. 
streamlined (strém/lind’) /'striym,laynd/ adj. 1. 


shaped so as to offer the least resistance to a Current, as 
of air or water: a streamlined automobile design. 2. de- 
signed or organized for maximum efficiency: a stream- 
lined chain of command. 

street (strét) /striyt/ n. [count] 1. a usually paved public 
road, as in a town or city: Turn left at the next street. 2. 
such a road together with sidewalks and the nearby 
property: On what street do you live? SEE ILLUSTRATION. 3. 
the part of such a street where cars or other vehicles may 
pass, aS opposed to the sidewalk. 4. the inhabitants or 
people who pass frequently on a Street: The whole street 
is talking about the arrest. —adj. [before a noun] 5. of, 
near, Or opening onto a Street: a street door. 6. taking 
place or appearing on the street: street musicians. 7. 
coarse; vulgar: street language. 8. suitable for everyday 
wear in public: street clothes. 9. retating to life in a (usu- 
ally urban, esp. inner-city) neighborhood: the street value 
of iltegat drugs. —Idiom. 10. on or in the street, a. 
without a home. b. without a job or occupation. c. out of 
prison; released from police custody; at liberty. 

street-car (strét/kar’) /'striyt,kar/ n. [count] a public 
vehicle on rails running regularly along city streets. 

street’ smarts’, n. [plural shrewd awareness of how 
to survive in a rough, urban environment: How good are 
your street smarts? —street/-smart’, adj. 

street-walk-er (strét/w6/kar) /'striyt,wokor/ n. [count] 
a prostitute who looks for clients on the streets. 

street-wise (strét/wiz’) /'striyt,wayz/ adj. possessing 
street smarts. 

strength (strengkth, strenth) /stregkO, stren0/ n. 1. 
[nonconnt) the quality of being strong: It took a lot of 
strength to lift that big rock. It took strength of character 
to get through that ordeal. 2. [noncount) power by rea- 
son of influence, authority, or resources: the strength of 
his plea. 3. [noncount]) power of resistance: The steel 
bars on the car's roof give it strength. 4. [count] a strong 
or valuable quality or characteristic: He was asked to list 
his strengths and weaknesses on the interview form. 5. 
[count] a source of power or encouragement; something 
that sustains: The Bible was her strength and joy. 
— Idiom. 6. in strength, in the full force or numbers of 
a group or organization: They came ont in strength to 
support a Change in the law. 7. on the strength of, on 
the basis of: Solely on the strength of his reconunenda- 
tion we're going to hire you. 

strength-en (strengk/thon, stren’-) /‘strenkQon, 'stren-/ 
v. to (cause to) grow stronger; give strength (to): [710 
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obj): The hurricane strengthened overnight. [~ + obj): 
We'll have to strengthen our defenses. 

stren-u-ous (stren/yoo as) /'strenyuwos/ adj. 1. charac- 
terized by or requiring strong, vigorous activity: Stremr- 
ous exercise could reinjure your muscles. 2. a. intensely 
active; energetic: a strenuous intellect. b. ardent; spir- 
ited: The lawyer raised strenuous objections to the 
proceedings. —stren/uwous-ly, adv.: She objected 
Stremrously to the remarks by the witness. —stren/ue 
ous-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

strep (strep) /strep/ n. 1. [comnt] streptococcus. 2. 
[noncount) strep throat: a bad case of strep. 

strep’ throat’, n. a serious sore throat caused by 
streptococci: [comnt): a strep throat. [noncount): suffering 
from a bad case of strep throat. 

Strep-to-coc-cus (strep’ta kok/as) /strepto'kokos/ n., 
pl. -coc-ci (-kok/si, -sé) /-'koksay, -siy/. a round bacteria 
occurring in pairs or chains: Certain streptococci cause 
such diseases as tonsillitis, pneinmonia, and scarlet fever. 

stress (stres) /stres/ n. 1. [noncount] importance or sig- 
nificance attached to a thing; emphasis: to lay stress 
upon good mianners. 2. emphasis or force expressed as 
the relative loudness of a speech sound, syllable, or 
word: [noncount]: The word promise has stress on the 
first syllable. (count): Count the stresses in the word su- 
permarket. 3. Music. accent (def. 7). 4. the physical force 
exerted on one thing by another; strain: [yoncount]: The 
airplane wing snapped from stress. [count]. The stresses 
were large enough to snap the airplane wing completely 
off. 5. physical, mental, or emotional strain that disturbs 
one’s normal bodily functions: [moncomnt)]: Job-related 
Stress was giving him an ulcer. (count): the stresses of 
two jobs, a family, and a full-time course load at school. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. to emphasize; give or attribute (impor- 
tance) to something: He stressed the need for higher ed- 
ucation. 7. to utter (a speech sound, syllable, or word) 
with noticeable loudness: You should stress the first and 
third syllables in the word supermarket. —stress/ful, 
adj.: a long, stressful workday. —stress/ful-ly, adv. 

stressed/-out’, adj. afflicted with or feeling the strong 
effects of stress: He was stressed-out from all that pres- 
sure and badly needed a break. 

stretch (strech) /stretf/ v. 1. to spread out fully; 
Straighten (the body, etc.) completely: [~ + obj]: She 
stretched herself out on the ground. [no obj): He yawned 
and stretched. 2. to (cause to) extend or spread from 
one place to another: [~ + obj]: The crew stretched a 
rope across the road. (no obj): The forest stretches for 
miles. 3. [no obj] to extend in time: His memory 
stretches back to his early childhood. 4. to (cause to) be 
drawn tight or taut, without breaking or snapping: [~ + 
obj): to stretch the strings of a violin. [no obj): Will this 
nylon stretch? 5. to draw out or extend too much: [~ + 
obj): The jacket was stretched at the elbows. [no obj): 
The jacket stretched at the stomach. 6. [~ + obj] to ex- 
tend or force (something) or make (something) serve be- 
yond its normal or proper limits; strain: fo stretch the 
facts. 7. [~ + obj] to exert (oneself) to the utmost: str- 
dents who stretch themselves to achieve their best. —n. 
8. [count] an act or instance of stretching; the state of 
being stretched. 9. [moncount) ability to be stretched; 
elasticity: These socks have lost their stretch. 10. [comnt) 
a continuous length: a stretch of meadow. 11. [(comnt] 
the last part of a racetrack: down the stretch. 12. [count] 
an amount of, or extent in, time: gone for a stretch of ten 
years. 13. [count] a term of imprisonment: a ten-year 
stretch in prison. —adj. [before a noun) 14. (of yarn) 
having an ability to be easily stretched. 15. made from 
such yarn: stretch denim. 16. longer than standard: 
stretch limousines. —stretch/a-ble, adj. 

Stretcheer (strech’ar) /'stretfor/ n. [count] 1. a frame- 
work of a piece of canvas and two long poles on the side, 
used to carry a sick or dead person. 2. a person or thing 
that stretches. 

stretchy (strech’é) /'stretfiy/ adj., -ver, -iest. having 
the ability or capacity to stretch or be stretched. 

strew (stroo) /struw/ v. [~ + obj], strewed, strewn 
(stroom) or strewed, strew-ing. to scatter (something) 
freely on (something): The butcher strewed his shop floor 
with sawdust to absorb stains and odors. See -STRU-. 

Stri-at-ed (stri/a tid) /'‘strayeytid/ adj. marked with slight 
ridges, bands, stripes, or streaks. 

strick-en (strik’an) /‘strikon/ v. 1. a pp. of STRIKE. —adj. 
2. afflicted by disease, trouble, or sorrow: stricken with 
polio. 3. showing the effects of affliction: her stricken 
featirres. 

Strict (strikt) /strikt/ adj., -er, -est. 1. closely agreeing 
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with requirements or principles: a strict observance of rit- 
uals. 2. severe; demanding: We have strict traffic laws. 3. 
exact; precise; carefully limited: /¢ wasn’t robbery in the 
Strict sense of the word. 4. absolute; complete: strict si- 
lence. —strict/ly, adv. —-strict/ness, n. [noncount) See 
-STRICT-. 

-Strict-, root. -strict- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “draw tight; bind; tighten.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: CONSTRICT, DISTRICT, REDISTRICT, 
RESTRICT, STRICT, STRICTURE. 

Stric-ture (strik’chor) /‘striktfor/ n. 1. [count] an ab- 
normal narrowing or tightening of any passage of the 
body. 2. [count] a limitation; a restriction: new strictures 
on gaining citizenship. 3. (a piece of) criticism or disap- 
proval: [noncount): a case deserving Stricture. (count): 
strictures for such dishonesty. See -STRICT-. 

Stride (strid) /strayd/ v., strode (strod) /strowd/ strid- 
den (strid’n) /‘stridn/ strid-ing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to 
walk with a long step or steps: Ie strode out the door in 
a huff, —n. [count] 2. a long step in walking: He took 
two quick Strides to the door. 3. the distance covered in 
a stride. 4. a step forward in development or progress: 
The country has made great strides in the improvernent 
of roads and bridges. —Idiom. 5. hit one’s stride, a. 
to achieve a steady pace. b. to reach the level at which 
one works or functions best: The pitcher finally hit his 
stride, winning six games in a row. 6. take (something) 
in stride, [take + obj + in + ~] to deal with (some- 
thing) calmly: He took the defeat in stride. 

Stri-dent (strid/nt) /‘straydnt/ adj. 1. harsh in sound; ir- 
ritating: strident voices. 2. having an irritating or insistent 
character: strident opinions. —stri/dent-ly, adv.: argu- 
ing stridently about unfairness. 

Strife (strif) /strayf/ n. [monconnt] violent or bitter con- 
flict: armed Strife. 

strike (strik) /strayk/ v., struck (struk) /strak/; struck or 
(esp. for 13-15) stricken; strik-ing; n. —v. 1. to deal (a 
blow) to (someone), as with the fist, a weapon, or a ham- 
mer: [~ + obj]: He stnick a blow at his attackers. (no 
obj): Suddenly the mongoose struck and the snake dis- 
appeared. 2. to make a planned attack (on) suddenly: 
[no obj): The dive bombers struck at dawn. [~ + obj]: 
The bombers struck the oil refineries. 3. [~ + obj] to 
drive so as to cause impact or to collide: fo strike the 
hands together. 4. to come into forceful contact or colli- 
sion with; crash into: [~ + obj): The ship Struck a rock. 
[no obj): Will lightning strike in the same place twice? 5. 
[~ + obj] to thrust forcibly: She struck a pike into the 
earth. 6. [~ + obj] to produce by hitting or friction: to 
strike sparks. 7. (of a match) to (cause to) ignite by fric- 
tion: [~ + obj]: He stnick a match and lit the oil lamp. 
[no obj): After the fifth time the match finally struck. 8. to 
come (upon) suddenly, as with bad effect: [no obj]: If dis- 
aster strikes, will we have any money left? [~ + obj): If 
disaster strikes us, what will we do? 9. [~ + obj] to 
reach (the ear) or fall or shine upon, as sound or light 
does: The bright light stnick my eyes. 10. to enter the 
mind of: [~ + obj]: A happy thought struck him. [It + ~ 
+ obj + (that) clause): It stnick me that I had forgotten 
to get a gift for the party. 11. [~ + obj] to impress 
strongly: That particular painting stnick my eye. 12. [~ 
+ obj + as] to impress in a particular manner: It strikes 
me as a ridiculous idea. 13. [~ + obj; usually: be + 
stnick + with/by + obj] to overwhelm emotionally; affect 
strongly: Jte was stnick with awe. 14. [~ + obj (+ as) + 
adjective] to cause to become a certain way: Those lies 
about her struck me dumb. 15. [~ + obj) to bring about 
(a feeling) in; induce: The Viking longships struck fear 
into the hearts of the villagers. 16. [~ + obj] to happen 
upon; find; discover: The drilling crew struck oil. 17. [~ 
+ obj] to arrive at; achieve; confirm: The two sides 
stnick a compromise. 18. [~ + obj] to take apart; pull 
down: The army struck camp and marched off early the 
next day. 19. [~ + obj] to cancel; cross out; remove: At 
the last minute he decided to strike that passage frorn 
the speech. 20. to mark or make note of (the time) by or 
as if by chimes, bells, or the like: [no obj]: The clock 
struck at midnight. (~ + a mimber indicating time): The 
clock stnick 12. 21. [no obj] to be indicated by or as if 
by such chimes, bells, or sounds: The Nour has struck. 
22. [~ + obj] to assume or take on the formal character 
of: The model struck a pose. 23. to go on strike against 
(an employer): [~ + obj]: The workers strnick the pack- 
ing plant. [no obj): The workers stnick for higher wages. 
24. strike off, to remove: [~ + obj + off]: to Strike 
names off a list. [~ + off + obj): to strike off his namie 
from our list. 25. strike out, a. to (cause to) be put out 
by a strikeout in baseball: [no obj]: The batter striick out 


strikeout to stroke 


the last two times he was up. [~ + obj + out): On the 
next pitch he struck him out. (~ + out + obj): He struck 
out six batters in a row. b. [no obj} to fail: Every time he 
tried to get a date with her he struck out. c. (no obj) to 
make one’s way; set forth; venture forth: struck out on 
their journey. 26. strike up, [~ + up + obj] a. to cause 
to begin performing: She took the fiddle and struck up a 
tune. b. to bring into being: They struck up a deep 
friendship from the first time they met. —n. 27. [count] 
an act or instance of striking. 28. a stoppage of activity 
to force an employer or some authority to agree to de- 
mands, or to protest conditions: [count]: a student strike. 
[noncount; on + ~]: The subway workers went out on 
strike for six weeks. 29. [count] Baseball. a pitch that is 
swung at and missed. 30. [count] the knocking down of 
all the bowling pins with the first throw of the balt in a 
frame. 31. [count] the discovery of a rich mineral de- 
posit: a gold strike. 32. [count] a planned attack, esp. by 
military aircraft: a combined air and land strike against 
the occupied island. —Idiom. 33. have two strikes 
against one, to be at a critical disadvantage: Without a 

job or a bank account, lH have two strikes against me. 

34. strike home, to deal an effective blow and achieve 
an intended effect: His argument really struck home and 
persuaded the jury. 35. strike it rich, [770 obj] to have 
sudden or unexpected success. 

strike-out (strik’out’) /‘strayk,awt/ n. [count] an out in 
baseball made by a batter to whom three strikes have 
been charged. 

strik-er (stri/kar) /'straykar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that strikes. 2. a person who is on strike: The strik- 
ers protested in front of the plant gates and tried to block 
trucks from going in. 

strik-ing (striking) /'straykin/ adj. 1. obviously attractive 
or impressive: a striking photo. 2. noticeable; conspicu- 
ous: a Striking lack of enthusiasm. 

string (string) /strin/ n, v, strung (strung) /stran/ 
string-ing. —n. 1. a thin cord used for binding, connect- 
ing, or tying: [noncount]: Use string to tie the package. 
[count]: Some strings had come loose. 2. [count] a nar- 
row strip of flexible material for tying parts together: bon- 
net strings. 3. (count) a collection of objects on a string: 
She wore a beautiful string of pearls. 4. [count] a series 
of things arranged in or as if in a line: a string of ques- 
tions. 5. [count] a group of animals, businesses, etc., 
owned or managed by one person or group: a String of 
race horses. 6. [count] the tightly stretched cord or wire 
of a musical instrument that produces a tone when 
caused to vibrate: The guitar player broke a String in the 
middle of his solo. 7. strings, [plural a. stringed instru- 
ments, esp. those played with a bow. b. players of such 
instruments in an orchestra or band. 8. [count] (in a 
computer) a series or group of symbols, words, or bits 
treated as a unit. 9. [count] a part of a team of players 
grouped as a squad according to their skill: the first 
string of the basketball teanı. 10. Usually, strings. [plu- 
ral conditions, restrictions, or limitations on a proposal: 
a generous offer with no strings attached. —v. 11. [~ + 
obj] to provide (something) with a string or strings: to 
String a banjo. 12. to extend or stretch like a string: {~ ( 
+ up) + obj): The workers strung (up) a tine of lights on 
the Christmas tree. [~ + obj (+ up): They strung a 
clothesline (up) across the yard. 13. [~ + obj] to thread 
on or as if on a string: to string beads. 14. [~ + obj] to 
arrange in a series: stringing words together. 15. [~ + 
obj; usually: be + strung] to make tense: My nerves are 
strung. 16. string along, a. [no obj] to go along with 
another: /f you don't mind, l'H just string along. b. [~ + 
obj + along] to keep in a State of uncertainty; to fool; 
deceive: She won't tel him whether or not she likes him; 
shes just stringing hin along. 17. string out, to pro- 
long; make (something) last long: [~ + out + obj]: 
Theyre stringing out this decision much too tong. (~ + 
obj + out): to string it out too tong. 18. string up, to kill 
by hanging: [~ + up + obj]: The townspeople strung up 
the horse thief. [~ + obj + up): They strung him up at 
noon. —Idiom. 19. on a or the string, depending on 
another's feelings, wishes, etc. 20. pull strings, to use 
influence to achieve something: He had to pull a few 
Strings to get that job. 

String’ bean’, n. [count] 1. a kind of bean, as the 
green bean, the unripe pods of which are used as food. 
2. SNAP BEAN. 3. a tall, thin person. 

stringed (stringd) /strind/ adj. 1. fitted with Strings: vio- 
lins, banjos, and other stringed instruments. 2. produced 
by musical instruments with strings: stringed melodies. 

strin-gent (strin/jant) /‘strindzont/ adj. very demanding, 
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strict, or severe; harshly controlled: stringent traffic laws. 
—strin’/gen-cy, n. (noncount) —strin’gent-ly, adv. 
string-er (string’ar) /‘strinar/ n. (count) 1. a person or 
thing that strings. 2. a tong horizontal timber connecting 
upright posts. 3. a part-time reporter or writer covering a 
local area for a newspaper, magazine, etc. 4. a per- 
former ranked according to skill or accomplishment: The 
coach tet the second- and third-stringers play. 
stringy (string’é) /'striniy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. of or like 
string, in being thin, slender, etc.: his stringy hair. 
strip’ (strip) /strip/ v., stripped or stript, strip-ping, n. 
—yv. 1. to take the covering from: (~ + obj (+ of/ffrom + 
obj)]: to strip a fruit of its rind. [no obj): Bananas strip 
easily. 2. to remove (the clothing) from (a person); un- 
dress: [~ + obj + ( off)]: She stripped her clothes (off) 
and jumped into the lake. [~ + off + obj]: She stripped 
off her clothes and jumped into the lake. [no obj): She 
stripped and jumped into the lake. 3. [~ + obj] to re- 
move: to strip sheets from a bed. 4 [~ + obj + of + 
obj] to take (something) away from someone; divest: He 
was stripped of his rights. 5. to clear out; empty: (~ + 
obj + of + obj): to strip a house of its contents. (~ + 
obj]: They stripped the warehouse before selling it. 6. [~ 
+ obj] to remove varnish, paint, etc., from: to strip that 
old rocking chair and put on a fresh coat of stain. 7. (of 
the teeth of a gear mechanism) to (cause to) be dam- 
aged: [~ + obj]: to strip the gears. [no obj]: The gears 
are stripping and the car keeps slipping out of second 
and third. —n. 8. STRIPTEASE. —Strip’per, n. [count] 
strip? (strip) /strip/ n., v, stripped, strip-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a long narrow piece of material: She found 
some strips of cloth and made a bandage. 2. a narrow 
piece of water or land: a little strip of land along the 
beach. 3. comic strip. 4. an airstrip; runway; a place to 
land a plane. 5. an area of commercial development 
along a road: the strip of discos and casinos. 6. DRAG- 
STRIP. —v. [~ + obj] 7. to cut, tear, or form into strips. 
Stripe (strip) /strayp/ n., v., striped, strip-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a narrow band differing in color, material, or 
texture from the background parts: the stripes of a zebra. 
2. variety; sort: a person of a different stripe. —v. [~ + 
obj] 3. to mark or furnish with stripes. —Idiom. 4. 
earn one’s stripes, to gain experience: He had to earn 
his stripes as a traveling salesman. 
strip-ling (strip/ling) /‘striplin/ n. [count] a youth. 
strip’-mine’, v., -mined, -min-ing. to take minerals 
from (the earth) by digging out long, narrow trenches: 
[no obj): tong, open wounds in the earth left where com- 
panies had strip-mined for years. [~ + obj]: They had 
strip-mined the region. —strip’-min/ing, n. (noncount) 
Strip’-search’, v. [~ + obj] to search (a suspect who 
has been required to remove all clothing), esp. for con- 
cealed weapons, illegal substances, etc. 
strip-tease (strip’téz’) /‘strip,tiyz/ n., v., -teased, -teas- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. an act, as in a nightclub, in which a 
performer removes garments one at a time, usually to 
music. —v. [no obj] 2. to do a Striptease. —strip’teas’- 
er, n. [court] 
strive (striv) /strayv/ v., strove (str6v) /strowv/ or 
strived, striv-en (strivfan) /'strivon/ or strived, striv» 
ing. 1. to try hard: [~ + for + obj]: to strive for success. 
[~ + to + verb]: What makes him strive to do so well? 
2. [~ + against + obj] to oppose in battle or conflict; 
compete: to Strive against fate. 
strobe (strob) /strowb/ n. [count] 1. Also called strobe’ 
light’. an electronic flash that produces rapid, brilliant 
bursts of light, used for high-speed photography, etc. 
—adj. 2. of or relating to this light. 
strode (strdd) /strowd/ v. pt. of STRIDE. 
stroke! (strok) /strowk/ n., v., stroked, strok-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. an act or instance of striking or hitting, as with 
the fist or a hammer; a blow. 2. a striking of a clapper or 
hammer, as on a bell, or the sound produced by this: at 
the stroke of nidnight. 3. a blockage or breaking of a 
btood vessel that leads to the brain: He suffered his third 
stroke in as many years. 4. a sudden, strong action or 
movement that is tike a blow in its effect: a stroke of 
lightning. 5. a hitting of the ball in tennis, poot, etc.. 6. a 
single complete movement, esp. one continuously re- 
peated in some process, as in swimming: a swimming 
stroke. 7. a movement of a pen, pencil, brush, or the 
like; a mark made by such a movement: a few strokes of 
the brush. 8. a feat or achievement, esp. one that comes 
suddenly: a stroke of genius. 9. a sudden, accidental or 
chance happening: a stroke of luck. —v. [~ + obj] 10. 
to mark with a stroke or strokes; cancel, as by a stroke of 
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a pen. 11. to hit (a ball) in tennis, golf, baseball, etc.: He 
Stroked the next pitch over the fence. 

stroke’ (strok) /strowk/ v., stroked, strok-ing, n. —v. 
[~ + obj} 1. to pass the hand or an instrument over gen- 
tly, as in caressing: He stroked his cat absent-mindedly. 
2. to promote feelings of self-approval in, as by flattery: 
He's just trying to stroke the boss; he really doesn't mean 
a word he says. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of 
stroking: a gentle stroke on the arm. 

stroll (stro!) /strowl/ v. [no obj] 1. to walk slowly, easily, 
and without a definite direction, as for pleasure; ramble: 
fo stroll along the beach. —n. [count] 2. a slow, leisurely 
walk. 

Stroll-er (stro/lar) /'strowlor/ n. [count] 1. one who 
takes a leisurely walk. 2. a four-wheeled, chairlike car- 
riage in which small children are pushed. 

strong (strong, strong) /stron, stron/ adj., strong-er 
(str6ng’ger, strong/-) /'strongor, ‘stron-/ strong-est 
(stréng/gist, strong’-) /'strongist, ‘stron-/ adv. —adj. 1. 
having, showing, or involving great power in the body or 
muscles; physically vigorous: /s the boy strong enough to 
lift that heavy box? 2. mentally powerful or vigorous: He 
may be old, but his mind is still strong. 3. very able or 
powerful in a specific field or respect: She is strong in 
mathematics. 4. powerful in influence, authority, 
resources, Or Means: a strong nation. 5. aggressive; will- 
ful: To many people Ins strong personality is annoying. 
6. of great force, effectiveness, or power, as by being 
convincing, etc.: strong reasons for abandoning the proj- 
ect. 7. clear and firm; loud: a strong voice. 8. well- 
supplied or rich in something specified or implied: a 
strong Nand in a card game. 9. able to resist strain, 
force, wear, etc.: strong cloth. 10. not given to nausea or 
other disturbance: a strong stomach. 11. having consid- 
erable adhesive force: strong glue. 12. firm; not giving 
in; unfaltering: strong faith. 13. [before a noun] fervent; 
zealous; believing in completely: a strong liberal. 14. 
moving or acting with force or power: strong winds. 15. 
distinct, clear, or marked, as an impression or a resem- 
blance: a strong similarity in their political positions. 16. 
intense or concentrated: a strong tea. 17. having a large 
amount of alcohol: a strong drink. 18. [after a noun or 
number) of a designated number: an army 20,000 
strong. 19. having great magnifying or refractive power: 
She needed strong tenses. —adv. 20. in a strong man- 
ner: The horse ran strong at the end. —Idiom. 21. 
come on strong, [no obj] Informal. to behave too ag- 
gressively: / think you frightened her by coming on so 
strong. —stronge/ly, adv.: She strongly disagrees with 
that position. 

strong’/-arm/’, adj. [before a noun] 1. using, involving, 
or threatening the use of force or violence: The sheriffs 
Strong-arim tactics won't work. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to use 
or threaten to use violence upon: The mob strong-armed 
fim into agreeing. 

strong-box  (strong’boks’, strong/-) /'stroņ,boks, 
'strop-/ n. [count] a strongly made box or chest for safe- 
guarding valuables or money, esp. one that can be 
locked. 

strone-hold = (strdéng’hdld’,  strong/-) /'stroņn,howld, 
'strop-/ n. [count] 1. a well-fortified, strongly defended 
place; a fort or fortress. 2. a place that serves as the cen- 
ter of a group or movement sharing certain opinions or 
attitudes: That campus is a stronghold of liberalism. 

strong-man (strông/man/, strong/-)  /'stron,mæn, 
‘'stron-/ n. [count], pl. -men. 1. one who performs re- 
markable feats of strength, as in a circus. 2. a political 
leader who controls by force; dictator. 

strong/-mind/ed, adj. 1. having a strong mind or 
mental powers. 2. determined, stubborn, or obstinate. 

strong-willed  (strong/wild’, strong’-) /'stroņ'wild, 
'strop-/ adj. 1. having a powerful will; determined. 2. 
stubborn; obstinate. 

strop (strop) /strop/ n., v., stropped, strop-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. a device for sharpening razors, esp. a strip of 
leather that is easily turned or twisted. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to sharpen on or as if on a strop: The barber stropped 
his razor before shaving his customer. See -STROPH-. 

-stroph-, rool. -stroph- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “turn; twist.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: APOSTROPHE, CATASTROPHE, STROPHE. 

stro-phe (stro/fé) /'strowfiy/ n. [count], pl. -phes. (in 
modern poetry) a separate section or extended move- 
ment in a poem, distinguished from a stanza in that it 
does not follow a regularly repeated pattern. —stroph-ic 
(strof/ik, stro/fik) /'strofik, ‘strowfik/ adj. See -STROPH-. 

strove (strov) /strowv/ v. a pt. of STRIVE. 
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-Stru-, root. -stri- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “build, as by making layers; spread.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: CONSTRUCT, CON- 
STRUCTION, CONSTRUE, DESTRUCT, DESTRUCTION, INDESTRUCTI- 


BLE, INFRASTRUCTURE, INSTRUCT, INSTRUCTION, INSTRUMENT, 
INSTRUMENTATION, MISCONSTRUE, OBSTRUCT, RECONSTRUCT, 
STRUCTURE. 


struck (struk) /strak/ v. 1. pt. and a pp. of strike. —adj. 
2. (of a factory, industry, etc.) closed or otherwise af- 
fected by a strike of workers. 

struc-tureal (struk/char al) /'straktforal/ adj. (usually: 
before a noun] of or relating to structure: The engineers 
examined the building for structurat weakness. See 
-STRU-. 

Struc-ture (struk/char) /'straktfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur- 
ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the way or manner in which 
something is constructed: the structure of the building. 
2. (noncount)] the manner in which the elements or parts 
of anything are organized: the structure of proteins. 3. 
[count] something constructed, as a building or bridge: a 
huge structure overlooking the town square. 4. [count] 
anything composed of organized parts. —v. [~ + obj] 5. 
to give a structure to; organize: to structure a company. 
See -STRU-. 

stru-del (strdod/l) /'struwdl/ n. [count] a pastry usually 
consisting of a fruit, cheese, or other mixture rolled in a 
paper-thin sheet of dough and baked. 

strue-gle (strug/al) /'stragal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj; (~ + againswith + obj)] to fight hard against 
an attacker: He struggled against the mugger and at last 
broke free. 2. [no obj; (~ + againsU/with + obj)] to work 
hard to solve a task or problem: She struggled with cal- 
culus but eventually understood it. 3.[~ + to + verb] to 
make great efforts; strive: He struggled to get free. 4. [~ 
+ through + obj) to advance with great effort: to strug- 
gle through heavy snow. —n. [count] 5. an act or in- 
stance of struggling, as a war or contest: a struggle with 
the children to get them to go to bed on time. 

strum (strum) /stram/ v., strummed, strum-ming, n. 
—v. 1. to play on (a stringed musical instrument) by run- 
ning the fingers lightly across the strings: [no obj]: to 
Strum quietly on the guitar. (~ + obj): softly strumming 
my guitar, 2. [~ + obj) to produce by such playing: to 
Strum a tine. —n. [count] 3. an act, instance, or sound 
of strumming. 

strum-pet (strum/pit) /'strampit/ n. [count] a prostitute. 

strung (strung) /stran/ v. pt. and pp. of STRING. 

strut’ (strut) /strat/ v., strut-ted, strut-ting, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to walk in an overly proud or self-important way: 
He strutted up and down in the front of the parade. —n. 
[count] 2. the act of strutting. 

strut? (strut) /strat/ n., v., strutted, strutting. —un. 
[count] 1. a part used in a structure to support the whole. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to support by struts. 

strychenine (strik’/nin, -nén, -nin) /'striknin, -niyn, 
-nayn/ n. [noncount] a colorless, crystalline poison made 
from the seeds of an orangelike fruit. 

stub (stub) /stab/ n, v., stubbed, stub-bing. —n. 
[count] 1. a short part that sticks out. 2. a short remain- 
ing piece, as of a pencil or cigar. 3. (in a checkbook, re- 
ceipt book, etc.) the inner end of each page, for keeping 
a record of the content of the part that has been filled 
out and torn away: We checked our stubs and found that 
we had written a check already. 4. the returned portion 
of a ticket: You'll need your ticket stub if you want to get 
back inside the theater. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to strike (one’s 
toe or foot) accidentally against some object that sticks 
out: / stubbed iny toe in the dark. 6. to extinguish the 
burning end of (a cigarette or cigar) by crushing it against 
a solid object: [~ + ont + obj): He stubbed out his ci- 
gar. [~ + obj + out): to stub his cigar out. 

stub-ble (stub/al) /'stabal/ n. (noncount] a short, rough 
growth, as of a beard. —stub/bly, adj., -bli-er, -bli-est. 

stub-born (stub/arn) /'stabərn/ adj. 1. unreasonably un- 
willing to change; unyielding: a stubborn refusal. 2. fixed 
or set in one’s purpose, action, or opinion: He made a 
stubborn attempt to break the lock. 3. difficult to handle, 
treat, do away with, etc.: a stubborn pain. —stub/born- 
ly, adv.: The army stubbornly resisted and refused to sur- 
render. —stub/borne-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

stub-by (stub/é) /'stabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bieest. short and 
thick: the baby’s stubby little fingers; his stubby little 
beard. 

stucco (stuk/d) /‘stakow/ n., pl. -coes, -cos, v., -coed, 
-co-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] a kind of plaster or cement 
used for decorative work, moldings, etc. 2. [comnt] a 
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wall, facing, or other surface made of such material. —v. 
[~ + obj] 3. to cover or decorate with stucco. 

stuck (stuk) /stak/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of stick’. —Idiom. 
2. stuck on, [be + ~] Informal. strongly attracted to; in- 
fatuated with: He said he was stuck on tlie girl next door. 

stuck/-up/’, adj. Informal. snobbish and conceited; hav- 
ing an overly high opinion of oneself. 

stud’! (stud) /stad/ n, v, studded, stud-ding. —n. 
[count] 1. a head of a nail that sticks out from a surface 
or part of something, esp. as an ornament: a wooden 
chest lined with brass studs. 2. a buttonlike, ornamental 
object mounted on a pin that is passed through an arti- 
cle of clothing to fasten it: a collar stud. 3. any of a num- 
ber of slender, upright pieces of wood, steel, etc., that 
form the frame of a wall. 4. an earring consisting of a 
small, buttonlike ornament mounted on a metal post. 
—v. [~ + obj] 5. to set with or as if with studs: Stars 
studded the sky. —studded, adj.: ornaments studded 
with jewels and diamonds. 

stud? (stud) /stad/ n. [count] 1. a stallion used for 
breeding. 2. any male animal kept for breeding. 3. 
Slang. a sexually attractive man. —adj. [before a noun] 
4. of or relating to animals used for breeding: a stud 
farm. 

-Stud-, root. -stud- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “be busy with; devote oneself to.” This meaning 
is found in such words aS: STUDENT, STUDIO, STUDY, UNDER- 
STUDY. 

stud-ding (stud/ing) /'stadin/ n. [noncount] 1. a number 
of studs, as in a wall or partition. 2. timbers or manufac- 
tured objects for use as studs. 

stuedent (stodd/nt, styood’-) /'stuwdnt, ‘styuwd-/ n. 
[count] l. one who is formally engaged in studying, 
learning, or training at a school. See illustration at 
SCHOOL. 2. one who Studies or examines an art, science, 
etc., thoughtfully: I’ve long been a student of Chinese 
pottery. See -STUD-. 

stud-ied (stud/’éd) /'stadiyd/ adj. 1. showing or suggest- 
ing conscious effort; not coming naturally: studied sim- 
plicity. 2. carefully thought over or considered: a studied 
approval. —stud/ied-ly, adv. —stud/ied-ness, n. [non- 
count] See -stTup-. 

stuedi-o (stad’dé 5/, styoo/-) /‘stuwdiy,ow, 'styuw-/ n. 
[count], pl. -divos. 1. the workroom of an artist, as a 
sculptor. 2. a room or place for instruction or experi- 
mentation in a performing art: a dance studio. 3. a place 
equipped for broadcasting radio or television programs, 
making phonograph records, etc. 4. a. all the buildings 
and land required by a company in the production of 
motion pictures. b. the company itself: That studio pro- 
duced lavish musicals. 5. Also, studio apartment. an 
apartment consisting of one main room that is a combi- 
nation kitchen, bedroom, and living room. See -sTub-. 

stuedi-ous (sto0/dé as, styd0’-) /‘stuwdiyas, 'styuw-/ adj. 
1. willing to study hard and diligently: He's too studious 
to have the time to go to parties. 2. careful, determined; 
intent, or painstaking: They took studious care not to 
spill the chemical. —stu/di-oussly, adv.: As | walked in 
she studiously avoided miy gaze. See -STUD-. 

stud-y (stud/’é) /'stadiy/ s., pl. stud-ies, v., studsied, 
stud-y-ing. —. 1. [orcount) the use of the mind to 
gain knowledge, as by reading, investigation, etc.: the 
study of law. 2. Often, studies. a student's work at 
school or college: [plural]: to pursue one’s studies. [non- 
count): After years of study he got his diploma. 3. 
[count] a complete investigation and analysis of a sub- 
ject, phenomenon, etc.: Studies show that smoking 
causes cancer. 4. [court] a written report of such an in- 
vestigation: / read a study claiming that smoking causes 
cancer, 5. [voncount) deep thought: deep in study. 6. 
[count] a room set apart for private study or the like. 7. 
[count] a person in relation to the speed at which he or 
she can memorize something, esp. an actor in regard to 
learning lines: He is a quick study and can fill in for the 
lead actor at a ttionient’s notice. —v. 8. to apply oneself 
to gaining knowledge, as by learning or investigation: [70 
obj). His yourigest son spends much tine studying. [~ + 
obj): He's beer studying chemistry all right. 9. to take a 
course of study, as at a college: [no obj): He's studying at 
Harvard. [~ + obj): She's studying architecture at Yale. 
10. [~ + obj] to examine or investigate carefully and in 
detail: The police officer studied the acciderit scene. See 
-STUD-. 
stuff (stuf) /staf/ m. [rorcount) 1. the material of which 
anything is made: Kerosene is oily black stuff. 2. mate- 
rial, objects, or items of some kind not specified: What is 
all that stuff on the floor? 3. property, such as personal 
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belongings: / left some of my stuff in Dad's attic. 4. in- 
ward character, qualities, or capabilities: The test pilots 
all believed they had the right stuff to be astronauts. 5. 
behavior or talk of a particular kind: That's kid stuff! 6. a 
specialty or special skill: Get out there and do your stuft. 
7. worthless things or matter: a lot of stuff and nonsense. 
8. Slang. a drug, esp. an illegal one: Are you on the stuff 
again? —v. [~ + obj] 9. to push, thrust, or cram (some- 
thing) into something else: / stuffed my clothes into the 
suitcase. 10. to fill (a receptacle, etc.), esp. by packing 
the contents closely together: He stuffed his suitcase with 
old clothes. 11. to fill or cram with food: He was stuffing 
his face (= eating to excess) with cake and ice cream. 
12. to fill (poultry, vegetables, etc.) with a stuffing: fo 
stuff a turkey. 13. to fill the preserved skin of (a dead an- 
imal) with material, retaining its natural form and appear- 
ance for display. 14. to put false votes into (a ballot box). 
15. to pack (people) tightly in a (confined place); crowd 
together: They stuffed us into the subway car. 16. [~ (+ 
up) + obj] to stop up; block or choke: Those allergies 
stuffed (up) her nose until she took medicine. 

stuffed’ shirt’, n. (count) a self-satisfied, pompous, 
pretentious person. 

stuff-ing (stuffing) /‘stafin/ n. [noncount] 1. a material 
used to stuff something. 2. seasoned breadcrumbs used 
to stuff poultry, etc., before cooking. 

stuff-y (stuf/é) /'stafiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. uncomforta- 
ble because of a lack of fresh air: stuffy air; a stuffy room. 
2. blocked or stopped up: He had a stuffy nose. 3. dull 
or boring. 4. self-important. 5. rigid or old-fashioned in 
attitudes, esp. in matters of personal behavior. —stuff/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

stul-ti-fy (stul/ta fi^) /'stalto,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, 
-fy-ing. to make (someone) feel dull because of some 
boring, repeating activity: felt stultified by his hunidrum 
job. —stulti-ficcastion (stul/ta fa kasdhan) /stalt- 
ofokeysdhon/ s. [noncount] 

stum-ble (stum/bal) /'stambəl/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to strike the foot against something, as in 
running, so as to trip or fall: He hit a rock and stumbled. 
2. to walk or go unsteadily: The drunk stumbled down 
the street. 3. to make a slip, mistake, or blunder; to pro- 
ceed in a hesitating manner, as in action or speech: The 
scientists were stumbling along, looking for a cure. 4. [~ 
+ on/across + obj) to discover, come upon, or meet 
with accidentally or unexpectedly: They stumbled on a lit- 
tle village and stayed there. —n. [count] 5. the act of 
stumbling. 6. a slip or blunder. —stum/bler, n. [count] 

stum/bling block’, zı. [count] an obstacle, or some- 
thing that blocks progress, belief, or understanding. 

stump (stump) /stamp/ n. [count] 1. the lower end of a 
tree trunk left standing after the upper part falls or is cut 
off. 2. the part of a limb of the body remaining after the 
rest has been cut off. 3. any base part or short piece left 
after the main part has been removed; stub. 4. [usually 
singular] a campaign tour for political speechmaking; cir- 
cuit: fo go on the stump and tneet the common folk. 
—v. 5. [~ + obj] to confuse, baffle, or cause (someone) 
to be at a loss: The question stuniped me. 6. to make 
political campaign speeches in or to: [~ + obj): to 
Stump a State. [no obj): stumping for votes. 7. [no obj) 
to walk heavily or clumsily, as if with a wooden leg: Try 
not to stunip up the stairs. 

stump-y (stum/pé) /'stampiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. short 
and thick; resembling a stump: a sliort, sturnpy little 
matli. 

stun (stun) /stan/ v. [~ + obj), stunned, stun-ning. 1. 
to cause (someone) to lose consciousness, feeling, or 
strength by or as if by a blow, fall, etc.: He was stunned 
by a wicked blow to the head. 2. to astonish; astound; 
amaze: We were conipletely stunned by her hostile reac- 
tion. 3. to shock; overwhelm: We were stunned to hear 
of his sudden death. 

stung (stung) /stan/ v. a pt. and pp. of STING. 

stunk (stungk) /staņk/ v. a pt. and pp. of STINK. 

stun-ning (stun/ing) /'stanin/ adj. of striking beauty; 
very attractive: a Stunning redhead. —stun/ningsly, adv. 

stunt! (stunt) /stant/ v. [~ + obj) to slow down or pre- 
vent the growth of: The roses in the garden had beer 
stunted by the frost. 

stunt? (stunt) /stant/ n. [court] 1. a performance dis- 
playing a person’s skill or daring; a feat: perforrned some 
gymnastic stunts on the balance beam. 2. a feat per- 
formed to attract attention: a publicity stunt. 3. a perfor- 
mance of a dangerous-looking act for a scene in a 
movie: That actor does his owr stunts: crashing through 
windows and hanging from the edges of buildings. 
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stu-pe-fy (stoo’pa fi’, styoo/-) /'stuwpo,fay, 'styuw-/ v. 
[~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to make (someone) tired, 
exhausted, or very bored: The teacher's boring tecture 
stupefied the entire class. 2. to stun, as with strong emo- 
tion: We were stupefied by his sudden death. 3. to over- 
whelm with amazement or surprise: stupefied by the 
sight of alt those people rushing through the square. 
—Sstu-pe-fac-tion (stoo’pa fak’shan) /,stuwpa'fiek fan/ n. 
[noncount] 

stu-pen-dous (stoo pen/dəs, styoo-) /stuw'pendas, 
styuw-/ adj. 1. causing amazement; marvelous: a stu- 
pendous fireworks display. 2. amazingly large or great: 
immense: The book turned out to be a stupendous suc- 
cess. 

Stuepid (stoopid, stydo’-) /'stuwpid, 'styuw-/ adj., -er, 
-est, n. —adj. 1. lacking quickness and keenness of 
mind: a stupid person. 2. characterized by or showing 
mental dullness: a stupid question. 3. boring or dull, 
esp. due to lack of meaning or sense: a stupid movie. 4. 
annoying or irritating: Turn off that stupid radio. —n. 
[count; sometimes used as a form of address] 5. Infor- 
mal. a stupid person: Hey, stupid, what do you think 
you're doing? —sturpid-i-ty (stoo pid/i tē) /stuw'piditiy/ 
n. (noncount): H was absohite stupidity to remove alt that 
information from the computer. (count): his stupidities in 
the business world. —stu/pidely, adv. 

Stuspor (stoo’par, styoo’-) /'stuwpor, 'styuw-/ n. [count; 
usually singular) inability to think correctly, or to feel or 
sense things, as caused by disease, narcotics, etc.; a 
State of near unconsciousness: a drug-induced stupor. 

sturedy (stlir’dé) /'stardiy/ adj., -diver, -dieest. 1. 
strongly built; strong; hardy: a sturdy young fellow. 2. 
strong, as in substance or construction: a sturdy steplad- 
der. 3. firm; courageous: the sturdy defenders of the fort. 
—sturedi-ly (sttir/dl €) /‘stardliy/ adv. —stur/dieness, n. 
(nonconnt] 

stur-geon (sttir/jan) /'stsrd3an/ n. [count], pt (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -geon, (esp. for kinds or 
species) -geons. a large fish, valued as a source of cav- 
iar. 

stut-ter (stut/ar) /‘statar/ v., 1. to speak with the rhythm 
interrupted by repetitions, blocks, or spasms, or prolon- 
gations of sounds or syllables: [no obj]: He stiuttered 
when he spoke. [used with quotations]: “Wha-..wha-.. 
what do you mean?” he stittered. —n. [count] 2. an act 
or instance of stuttering. 3. stuttering speech. —stut/- 
ter-er, n. [count] 

sty’ (sti) /stay/ n. [count], pi. sties. 1. a pen for swine; 
pigpen. 2. a filthy place, house, etc. 

sty’ or stye (sti) /stay/ n. [count], pi sties or styes. an 
infected area caused by bacteria on the glands on the 
edge of the eyelid. 

style (stil) /stayl/ n., v., styled, styl-ing. —n. 1. [count] 
a particular sort, with reference to form, appearance, or 
character: different styles of houses. 2. [count] a particu- 
lar, special, or characteristic way of behaving: to do 
things in a grand style. 3. [noncount] current fashion, as 
in clothes: clothes that are never out of style. 4. [non- 
count] an elegant or luxurious way of living: to five in 
Style. 5. [count] a characteristic way of expressing 
thought in writing or speaking: Her style of speaking is 
well organized. 6. [count] a characteristic form of design 
Or construction in any art or work: the Georgian style of 
architecture. 7. [noncount) a special quality of originality, 
elegance, or flair: a person with style. 8. [noncount] a 
person's special tastes, attitudes, and behavior: H's not 
his style to flatter people. 9. [noncount) the rules of 
spelling, punctuation, and the fike observed by a pub- 
lisher: Fottow the style for footnotes in your term paper. 
—v. [~ + obj) 10. [~ + oneself + obj] to call (oneself) 
by a given title or name; designate; name: te styles him- 
self “Emperor of the Universe.” 11. to design or arrange 
in a given or new Style: She styled my hair in a pageboy 
cut, 

stylish (sti/lish) /'staylif/ adj. characterized by or 
agreeing with the current style; chic: stylish clothes. 

Styl-ist (sti/list) /‘staylist/ n. [count] a designer or con- 
sultant on style, esp. in hairdressing, clothing, or interior 
decoration. —sty-lis/tic, adj. —sty-lis/ti-cal-ly, adv. 

styl-ize (sti/liz) /‘staylayz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, -iz-ing. to 
design (some piece of art, writing, Or music) in or cause 
it to conform to a particular style: His art shows a highly 
Stylized manner. 

Sty-lus (stiZlas) /staylas/ n. [count], ph -ħi (-li) /-lay/ 
-lus-es. 1. a pointed instrument formerly used for writing 
on wax tablets. 2. any of various pen-shaped instruments 
used in drawing, artwork, etc. 3. any of various pens for 
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tracing a line automatically, as on an electrocardiograph. 
Also, style (for defs. 1, 2). 

sty-mie or sty-my or stiemy (sti7mé) /'staymiy/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -mied, -mie-ing or -my-ing. to block or prevent 
(someone or something) from proceeding or going for- 
ward: This latest setback stymied our efforts to achieve 
peace. 

Stypetic (stip/tik) /‘stiptrk/ adj. serving to slow down 
bleeding: a styptic pencit for cuts. 

Sty-ro-foam (stiro fom’) /'stayra,fowm/ Trademark. 
[noncount]) a kind of plastic made from polystyrene: a 
cup tnade of Styrofoam. 

-suade-, root. -suade- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “recommend; urge as being agreeable or 
sweet.” This meaning is found in such words as: ois- 
SUADE, PERSUADE, SUASION, SUAVE. 

Sua-sion (swa/zhan) /'swey3on/ n. [noncount] the act of 
attempting to persuade: When attempts at snasion failed, 
the United Nations used force. See -SUADE-. 

Suave (swav) /swuv/ adj., suav-er, suav-est. smoothly 
gracious in manner; polished. —suave/ly, adv. —suav- 
ity (Swa/vi tē) /'swavitiy/ n. (noncount)] See -SuAcE-. 

sub (sub) /sab/ n., v., subbed, sub-bing. —n. [count] 1. 
a submarine. 2. a substitute: We hired a sub to teach her 
class. 3. a submarine sandwich. —v. [No obj] 4. to act as 
a substitute for another: Can you sub for their French 
teacher tomorrow? 

sub-, prefix. 1. sub- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “under, below, beneath”: subsoil; subway. 2. 
sub- is also used to mean “just outside of, near’: sibaf- 
pine; subtropical. 3. sub- is also used to mean “less 
than, not quite’: subhuman; subteen. 4. sub- is also 
used to mean “secondary, at a lower point in a hierar- 
chy”: subcommittee; subplot. Sometimes this prefix is 
spelled as su-, suc-, suf-, sug-, SUM-, SUp-, Sur-?, SIS-. 

sub., an abbreviation of: 1. substitute. 2. suburb. 3. 
suburban. 4. subway. 

sub-a-tomeic (sub’a tom/ik) /,saba'tomrk/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to a process that occurs within an atom. 2. of or 
relating to particles contained in an atom, as electrons, 
protons, or neutrons. 

sub-com-mit-tee (sub/ka miťē) /'sabka,mitiy/ s. 
[count] a secondary committee composed of members 
of a larger main committee, usually to deal with a spe- 
cific matter. 

sub-com-pact (sub kompakt) /sab'‘kompwkt/ n. [count] 
an automobile smaller than a compact. See -pact-. 

sub-con-scious (sub kon/shas) /sab'konfas/ adj. 1. ex- 
isting or Operating in the mind beneath consciousness: 
subconscious feelings of love. —n. [noncount} 2. that 
part of one’s mind or mental processes that are hidden 
to an individual and yet have an influence or effect on 
that person: Somewhere in your subconscions you know 
she is right. —sub-con/scious-ly, adv.: Sibconsciousty 
knew she was right. 

sub-con-ti-nent (sub kon/tn ant, sub/kon/-) /sab'kont- 
nont, ‘sab,kon-/ n. [count] 1. a large, self-contained 
mass of land that forms a subdivision of a continent: the 
subcontinent of India. 2. a large landmass, such as 
Greenland, smaller than any of the continents. See -TEN-. 

sub-con-tract (sub kon/trakt, sub/kon/-; v. also sub/- 
kan trakt/) /sab'kontrackt, "sab, kon-; v. wisp 
iSAbken! trek n. [count] 1. a contract by which one 
agrees to provide services or materials necessary to com- 
plete another’s contract. —v. 2. to make a subcontract 
(for): [no obj): At first he subcontracted, then he weit 
into business for himsel. [~ + obj]: Wet subcontract 
the typing to another company. —sub-con/tracetor, n. 
(count): to hire a subcontractor to do the remodeling. 
See -TRAC-. 

sub-cul-ture (sub/kul/char) /'sab,kaltfar / n. [count] 1. 
a group having characteristics different enough to distin- 
guish it from others within the same culture or society: 
an Asian-American subculture. 2. the cultural patterns of 
such a group. 

sub-cu-taene-ous (sub/kyoo ta/n@é əs) /sabkyuw- 
‘teyniyos/ adj. situated or injected under the skin. 

sub-di-vide (sub/di vid’, sub/di vid’) /\sabdt'vayd. 'sab- 
di,vayd/ v., -vid-ed, -vid-ing. 1. (of something already 
divided) to (cause to) become divided into smaller parts: 
[no obj): The recently formed egg celts subdivided. [~ + 
obj): to subdivide the cells. 2. [~ + obj] to divide (a 
piece of land) into building lots: to subdivide the three- 
square-block area into smaller units for developinent. 
—sub-di-viesion (sub/di vizh’an) /'sabdi,vigan/ m. 
(connt): a housing subdivision; a political subdivision. 

sub-due (sab dd0’, -dydo’) /sab'duw, -'dyuw/ v. [~ + 
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Obj), -dued, -du-ing. 1. to overcome or overpower by 
force: Rorne subdued Gaul. 2. to hold back, keep in con- 
trol, or repress (feelings, etc.): His soothing words sub- 
dued her fears. 

sub-dued (sab dddd’, -dydod’) /sab'duwd, -'dyuwd/ adj. 
1. quiet; very calm or downcast: He spoke in a very sub- 
dued voice. 2. (of colors) reduced in brightness or 
strength: The room was lit in subdued colors. 

sub-head (sub/hed’) /'sab,hed/ also sub/head/ing, n. 
[cont] a title or heading of a subdivision, as in a chap- 
ter, essay, Or newspaper article. 

sub-hueman (sub/hyd6/man) /,sab'hyuwmon/ n. [count] 
1. one who acts in a way showing that he or she lacks 
basic human qualities in feelings, thinking ability, etc. 2. 
a person or animal lower in some way than a human. 
—adj. 3. acting in a way beneath the level of a human, as 
by being cruel, horrible, etc. 4. lower in some way than a 
human, as in development. 

subj., an abbreviation of: 1. subject. 2. subjective. 3. 
subjectively. 4. subjunctive. 

sub-ject (n., adj. sub/jikt; v. sab jekt?) / n., adj. 'sabd- 
3ikt; v. sab'd3ekt/ n. [count] 1. that which forms a basic 
matter of thought, discussion, etc.: He keeps changing 
the subject and refuses to stick to the topic. 2. a branch 
of knowledge as a course of study: Which subjects are 
you taking this semester? 3. something or someone writ- 
ten about or represented in writing, art, or music: That 
beautiful model was the subject for a number of Rodin’s 
sculptures. 4 one who owes allegiance to a king or 
queen or other head of state: The king will provide new 
services for his loyat subjects. 5. one of the two main 
parts of a sentence (the other being the predicate) that is 
a noun or group of words acting like a noun, which usu- 
ally refers to the one performing the action or being in 
the state expressed by the predicate: The subject of the 
sentence Jesse shot the sheriff is Jesse. 6. a person, ani- 
mal, or corpse that is an object of medical or scientific 
treatment or experiment. —adj. 7. being under the rule, 
control, or influence of something: The warriors ruled 
harshly over their subject peoples. [be + ~ + to): We 
are subject to the rules and regulations in effect. 8. [be 
+ ~ + to] open or exposed to; likely to get or receive: 
Those silly ideas are subject to public ridicule. —v. 9. [~ 
+ obj) to bring under rule, control, or influence: The 
weaker tribes were subjected by another warlike race. 
10. [~ + obj + to + obj) to expose to: to subject metal 
to intense heat. 11. [~ + obj + to + obj) to make vul- 
nerable to attack by (something); expose: to subject 
yourself to ridicule. —prep. phrase 12. subject to, de- 
pending on; dependent on: His hiring is subject to your 
approval. —sub-jec/tion, n. [noncount) See -JEC-. 
sub-jec-tive (sab jek/tiv) /sob'd3ektiv/ adj. 1. existing in 
the mind and not necessarily in reality: a subjective im- 
pression that the building was leaning to the right. 2. re- 
lating to or characteristic of an individual; personal: Such 
decisions about one’s job satisfaction are almost always, 
by definition, subjective evaluations. 3. placing too much 
emphasis on one’s own moods, attitudes, etc.: You're too 
subjective when it comes to judging her work. —sub- 
jec/tive-ly, adv.: You're viewing alt this too subjectively. 
—sub-jec-tiv-i-ty n. (Sub/jek tiv/i tē) /,sabd3ek'tivitry/ 
[nonconunt) 

sub/ject mat/ter, n. [noncount]) the substance or 
themes of a book, writing, etc., as distinguished from its 
form or style. 

sub-ju-gate (sub/ja gat’) /'sabd3za,gcyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-gat-ed, -gat-ing. 1. to bring under complete control; 
conquer: The invaders subjugated the farmers. 2. to 
make less important: subjugating his desires to play golf 
to the needs of his family. —sub.ju-ga-tion (sub/ja ga7- 
shan) /,sabd3a'geyfan/ n. [noncount) 

sub-junc-tive (sab jungk/tiv) /sab'd3anktiv/ adj. 1. of 
or being a grammatical mood typically used for subjec- 
tive, doubtful, hypothetical (contrary to fact), or grammat- 
ically subordinate statements or questions, as the mood 
of be in if I were a rich man. Compare IMPERATIVE (def. 2), 
INDICATIVE (def. 2). —n. [count] 2. the subjunctive mood. 
3. a verb form in the subjunctive mood. See -JUNC-. 
sub-lease (n. sub/lés’; v. sub lés’) / n. 'sab,liys; v. 
sab'liys/ n., v., -leased, -leas-ing. —n. [count] 1. a lease 
granted to another by the person leasing a property. —v. 
2. to grant a sublease of: [~ + obj (+ to + obj)): The 
present tenant subleased his apartment (to a friend). [no 
obj): We werent allowed to sublease while we lived there. 
3. to take or hold a sublease of: [~ + obj (+ from + 
obj)): John subleased our apartinent (frorn us). (no obj): 
John didn't want to sublease; he wanted to buy his own 
place. 
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sub-let (v. sub let’, sub/let/; n. sub/let/) / v. sab'let, 
‘sab, let; n. 'sab,let/ v., -let, -let-ting, n. —v. 1. to sub- 
lease: [~ + obj (+ to + obj)): We sublet our apartment 
(to John). [~ + obj (+ from + obj}: John sublet our 
apartment (from us). —n. (count) 2. an act or instance of 
subleasing. 3. a property, as an apartment, obtained by 
subleasing. 

sub-lisemate (sub/la mal’) /‘sablo,mcyt/ v, -mat-ed, 
-mat-ing. to redirect the energy of (a biological drive) 
from its immediate object to a more acceptable or pro- 
ductive nature or goal: Once he settled down, he subli- 
mated his desires for women into a daily regimen of ex- 
ercise. —sub-li-ma-tion (sub/la ma/shen) 
/,sabla'meyJan/ n. [noncount) See -Lin-. 

sub-lime (sə blim’) /so'blaym/ adj. 1. elevated or lofty in 
thought, language, etc. 2. impressing the mind with a 
sense of grandness or power. 3. Supreme or outstand- 
ing: a sublime dinner. —n. [noncount) 4. the sublime, 
a. the realm of things that are sublime: from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. b. the greatest or supreme degree. See 
-LIM-. 

sub-limeienal (sub lim/ə nl) /sab'limonl/ adj. existing or 
operating below the level at which one is conscious: They 
made use of subliminal advertising, in which the words 
“You're thirsty” appeared on the screen too fast to be 
read consciously. See -LIM-. 

sub-ma-chine’ gun’ (sub’/ma shén/) /,sabmoa'fiyn/ n. 
[count] an automatic gun using small-caliber bullets and 
fired from the shoulder or hip. 

submarine (sub’moa rén’, sub/mə rēn/) /,sabmo'riyn, 
'sabma,riyn/ n. [count] 1. a vessel that can be sub- 
merged and moved under water: The submarine dove for 
the sea bottom. 2. Chiefly Northeastern and North Mid- 
land U.S. a hero sandwich. —adj. 3. situated, occurring, 
operating, or living under the surface of the sea. 

sub-merge (sab murj’) /sob'mard3/ v., -merged, -merg: 
ing. 1. to put or sink below the surface of water or other 
liquid: [no obj]: ordered his boat to dive, and the subma- 
rine quietly submerged. [~ + obj): The boat was sub- 
merged in thirty fathoms of water. 2. [~ + obj] to cover 
or overflow with water; immerse: Do not submerge this 
electric skillet in water. 3. [~ + obj] to cover; bury; sup- 
press; obscure; hide: Certain facts were submerged by 
the witness. —subsmer’gence, n. [noncount) —sub- 
mer-sion (sob mur/zhan, -shan) /səb'm3r3ən, -fon/ n. 
(nonconnt]) See -MERG-. 

sub-mis-sion (seb mish’an) /sab'mifan/ n. 1. [non- 
count) the act or an instance of submitting: their submis- 
sion to the wishes of their children. 2. [count] something 
presented or turned in, as an application, manuscript, 
etc., for approval or consideration: As a magazine editor, 
he receives dozens of submissions daily. See -mMIs-. 

sub-mis-sive (sab nis/iv) /sab'nistv/ adj. showing a will- 
ingness to give in to the power or wishes of another: a 
submissive servant. See -mis-. 

sub-mit (səb mit’) /sab'mit/ v., -mit-ted, -mit-ting. 1. to 
give over, surrender, or yield to the power or authority of 
another: [~ + obj + to + obj): We submitted ourselves 
to their wishes. [~ + to + obj): At last the exhausted 
army submitted to the enemy. [no obj): “We will never 
submit!” the colonel snarled. 2. [~ + obj) to present for 
approval or consideration: He submitted his plans for the 
new town square. 3. [~ + that clause) to state or urge 
with respect and politeness: / submit that he should pro- 
vide complete documentation of his complaints. See 
-MIT-. 

sub-nor-mal (sub nôr/məal) /sab'normal/ adj. below the 
normal or average; less than or inferior to the normal: 
The scores indicate subnormal intelligence. See -NORM-. 

sub-or-biteal (sub Or/bi tl) /sab'orbitl/ adj. making less 
than a complete orbit of the earth or some other plane- 
tary body. 

sub-or-di-nate (adj., n. sa bôr/dn it; v. -dn at’) / adj., n. 
so'bordnit; v. -dn,cyt/ adj, n, v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing. 
—adj. 1. being in a lower order or rank: He had to accept 
a subordinate post in the new administration. 2. of less 
importance; secondary: /n some colleges teaching is con- 
sidered subordinate to publications. 3. acting as a modi- 
fier in a grammatical construction, as when I finished in 
They were glad when I finished. —n. [count] 4. a subor- 
dinate person or thing: He's a subordinate to the district 
attorney. —v. [~ + obj (+ to)] 5. to place in a lower or- 
der or rank; make secondary: He subordinated his de- 
sires for wealth to the opportunity to spend time with his 
family. —$sub-or-di-na-tion (so  bor/dn a/shsn) 
/sa,bordn'eyfan/ n. [noncount) See -oro-. 

sub-orn (sə bdrn’) /sa'born/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to lead or 
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convince (someone) to commit a crime. 2. to lead or 
convince (a person, esp. a witness) to give false testi- 
mony. —sub-orenastion (sub/or na/shan) /,sabor'neyfan/ 
ti. (noncount] 

sub-plot (sub/plot’) /‘sab,plot/ n. (count) a secondary 
plot, as in a novel or play. 

sub-poerna or sub-pe-na (so pé/na) /so'piyno/ n., pl. 
-nas, v., -naed, -na-ing. Law. —n. [count] 1. an order 
from a judge summoning witnesses or evidence to ap- 
pear before the court. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to serve with a 
subpoena: fo subpoena as nany witnesses as necessary. 
See -PEN-. 

sub ro-sa (sub 16/za) /'sab rowza/ adv. confidentially; 
secretly. 

sub-scribe (sab skrib’) /sob'skrayb/ v., -seribed, -scrib- 
ing. 1. [~ + to + obj] to make a subscription to: to 
subscribe to a magazine. 2. to pay or pledge (a sum of 
money) as a contribution, gift, or investment: [~ + obj]: 
to subscribe fifty dollars to the anirnal shelter fund. {no 
obj): to subscribe to the animal shelter fund. 3. [~ + to 
+ obj] to agree or assent to: They dont subscribe to the 
notion that everyone is equat under the law. —sub- 
scrib/er, n. [count]: Subscribers to the newspaper were 
caiceting their subscriptions in protest. See -scris-. 

sub-script (sub/skript) /'sabskript/ adj. 1. written below. 
—n. (count) 2. a letter, number, or symbol written below 
a line of text: The nurnber 2 is a subscript in the formula 
for water, H,O. See -scris-. 

subsscrip-tion (səb skrip’shan) /sob'skripfan/ n. 1. 
[Count] a sum of money given or pledged as a contribu- 
tion, investment, etc. 2. [noncount] a fund raised 
through sums of money subscribed. 3. [count] the right 
to have a newspaper or magazine delivered, receive ca- 
ble television service, attend a series of concerts or plays, 
etc., in exchange for a sum paid. See -scris-. 

sub-se-quent (sub/si kwant) /'sabsikwont/ adj. occur- 
ring after; succeeding: /n subsequent lessons the teacher 
made Clearer what she had said at the beginning. [be + 
~ + to]: Was this crime subsequent to the one that had 
already taken place? —sub/se-quentely, adv. See -SEQ-. 

sub-ser-vieent (sab stir/vé ant) /sob'sarviyont/ adj. 1. 
too eager to give in to the wishes or power of another; 
servile: He is very subservient to his boss 2. secondary; 
subordinate: A good leader's policies rnust be subservi- 
ent to the needs of the people. —sub-ser/vi-ence, n. 
(noncount) See -serv-!. 

sub-set (sub/set’) /'sab,set/ n. [count] a set that is a 
part of a larger set. 

sub-side (sab sid’) /sab'sayd/ v. [no obj], -sid-ed, -sid- 
ing. 1. to sink to a low or lower level: The water in the 
sink subsided slowly. 2. to become quiet, less active, or 
less violent: By dawn the storm had subsided. —subesid- 
ence (sab sid’ns, sub/si dns) /sab'saydns, 'sabsidns/ n. 
(noncount) See -sip-. 

sub-sid-iear-y (sab sid’é er/é) /sab'sidiy,eriy/ adj., n., 
pl. -ar-ies. —adj. 1. adding to what one has: a subsidiary 
company. 2. subordinate or secondary: subsidiary issues 
that are not our main concern. —n. [court] 3. a subsidi- 
ary thing or person, esp. a company controlled by an- 
other company: That internationalt corporation has a few 
Subsidiaries in Africa. See -sio-. 

subesi-dize (sub/si diz’) /'sabsi,dayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dized, -diz-ing. to lessen the costs of (someone or 
something) with a subsidy: subsidized housing for those 
unable to afford high rents. —subesi-di-za-tion (sub/si- 
də za/shan) /,sabsida'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] See -sio-. 

subssiedy (sub/si dé) /'sabsidiy/ n. [count], pl. -dies. 1. 
a direct payment of money made by a government to a 
private commercial business or industry, an individual, or 
another government: The subsidies paid to the rice farm- 
ers guarantee that the farmer receives a high price with- 
out the consumer having to pay a high price, too. 2. any 
grant or contribution of money. See -sip-. 

subesist (sab sist’) /sab'sist/ v. [no obj] 1. to exist; con- 
tinue in existence; remain alive. 2. to have just enough 
of something, as of food, resources, etc., to live on: The 
Survivors of the plane crash subsisted on nuts and ber- 
ries, See -SisT-. 

sub-sist-ence (sab sis’tans) /sob'sistons/ n. [noncount] 
1. the state or fact of subsisting. 2. the providing of just 
enough food, resources, etc., to be able to live: Although 
the government says they are not at the poverty level, 
they are at the subsistence level. See -sist-. 

sub-soil (sub/soil’) /‘sab,soyl/ n. [noncourit] the layer of 
earth immediately under the surface soil. 

sub-soneic (sub son/ik) /sab'sonik/ adj. of or relating to 
a speed less than that of sound in air at the same height 
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above sea level: sfowirig down to subsonic speeds. See 
-SON-. 
sub-stance (sub/stans) /'sabstans/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
physical matter that makes up some thing, object, etc.; 
the actual matter of a thing as opposed to its appear- 
ance: forn and substance. 2. [count] a particular kind of 
material, as of a definite chemical composition: a metal- 
lic substance. 3. [noncount] substantial, important, sig- 
nificant, or solid character or quality: Those clairns tack 
substance. 4. [noncount] the meaning or gist, as of 
speech or writing: The substance of his speech was: 
There was no money left for anybody. —Idiom. 5. in 
substance, concerning the essentials; essentially: in sub- 
stance, the speech was a warning that there is no money 
for the progranis he had promised. 6. of substance, 
having wealth, importance, or rank in a community: She 
was a woman of substance in the community. See -STAN-. 
sub-stand-ard (sub stan/dard) /sab'stwndord/ adj. 1. 
below standard or less than adequate: His work was con- 
sidered substandard by the boss. 2. of or relating to a di- 
alect or variety of a language, or an element or style of 
usage, considered by others to mark its user as unedu- 
cated; nonstandard. See -sTan-. 
sub-stan-tial (sab stan/shal) /sob'stanfol/ adj. 1. of 
large, ample, or considerable amount, quantity, etc.: a 
substantial amount of money. 2. of a material nature; 
that can be felt or touched. 3. of solid character or qual- 
ity; strong: a substantial fabric. 4. being in a stated way 
with respect to essentials: The stories from the two wit- 
nesses were in substantial agreement. 5. of real worth, 
value, or effect; important; significant: substantial rea- 
sons. See -STAN-. 
sub-stan-tial-ly (sab stan/shə lē) /sob'stanfoliy/ adv. 
1. to a great degree; a lot: Our ESL program has in- 
creased substantially in the last ten years. 2. in an im- 
portant or significant way: Has the situation changed sub- 
stantially since we were last here? See -stan-. 
sub-stan-tieate (sab stan’shé at’) /sob'stanfiy,cyt/ v. 
[~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to show or establish (a claim, 
opinion, etc.) by proof or strong evidence: to substantiate 
a charge. —sub-stan-ti-a-tion (sab stan’shé ā/shən) 
/sab,stanfiy'eyfon/ n. (noncount) See -STAn-. 
sub-stan-tive (sub/stan tiv) /‘sabstontiv/ adj. 1. be- 
longing to the real nature or essential part of a thing. 2. 
of a great or considerable amount or quantity. 3. having 
practical importance, value, use, or effect: Health care 
and jobs are substantive issues to most Americans. —n. 
[count] 4. a noun. 5. a pronoun, adjective, or other word 
or phrase that functions as a noun. See -STAN-. 
sub-sta-tion (sub/sta/shan) /'sab,steyfon/ n. (count) 1. 
a branch of a main post office. 2. an auxiliary power sta- 
tion at which electrical current is converted, etc. See 
-STAT-. 
subssti-tute (sub/sti tdot’, -tyoot’) /‘sabsti,tuwt, -,tyuwt/ 
n., v, -tut-ed, -tut-ing, adj. —. 1. a person or thing 
serving in place of another: [count]: The coach sent in a 
substitute when his star player was injured. [noncount): 
For most Of us there is simply no substitute for hard 
work. —v. 2. [~ + obj + for + obj] to put (a person or 
thing) in the place of another: We substituted fish for 
meat several times a week. 3. [no obj] to act as a substi- 
tute: substituting when the regular teachers were sick. 
—adj. [before a noun) 4. of or relating to a substitute or 
substitutes: a substitute teacher. —sub/sti-tu/tion, nı. 
(noncount): the substitution of one budget probleni for 
another. [court]: The coach made a few substitutions in 
the defensive team. See -stit-. 
sub-strate (sub/strat) /‘sabstreyt/ rm. SUBSTRATUM. See 
-STRAT-. 


sub-stra-tum (sub/stra/tom, -strat’am, sub stra/tem, 
-strat/om) = /'sab,streytom, -strætom, — sab'streytom, 
-‘stratom/ n. [count], pi. -strata (-stra/ta, -strat/ə, 


-Stra’ta, -stral/a) /-streyta, -strvto, -'streyto, -'strato/ 
-stra-tums. 1. something spread or laid under some- 
thing else. 2. something that is under something else or 
serves as a foundation. See -STRAT-. 

sub-struc-ture (sub Struk/char, sub/struk/-) 
/sab'straktfor, 'sab,strak-/ n. [count] 1. a structure form- 
ing the foundation of a building or other construction. 2. 
any foundation or supporting structure; basis. See -STRU-. 

subsume (sab soom/) /sob'suwm/ v. [~ + obj), 
-sumed, -sum-ing. to consider or include (an idea, term, 
etc.) as being part of a more general one: You can sub- 
sume vegetables, meats, atid grains under the broader 
category of food. See -sum-. 

sub-teen (sub/tén’) /'sab'tiyn/ n. [count] 1. a young 
person approaching the teens or adolescence. 2. a range 
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of even-numbered garment sizes, chiefly from 6 to l4, 
designed for girls under 15. 

sub-ter-fuge (sub/ter fydoj’) /'sabtar,fyuwd3/ n. a dis- 
honest or illegal action to avoid following a rule, to hide 
something, etc.: [woncount): a term of office marked by 
lies and subterfuge. (count): just another subterfuge to 
avoid facing up to the failure of his policies. See -FUG-. 

sub-ter-rasnesan (sub’ta rā/nē an) /,sabta'reyniyon/ 
adj. Also, sub-ter-ra-ne-ous (sub/te ra/né as) /,sab- 
ta'reyniyas/ 1. existing, located, or operating below the 
earth's surface: underground: a subterranean silver mine. 
2. existing or Operating out of sight or secretly: subterra- 
nean resistance fighters. See -TERR-. 

sub-title (sub/tit/l) /‘sab,taytl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —v. 
[count] 1. a secondary title of a literary work, usually of 
explanatory character. 2. (in motion pictures and televi- 
sion) the text of conversations, speeches, etc., as trans- 
lated into another language and shown on the bottom of 
the screen: /n Paris we were able to watch movies in 
English and compare the French subtitles to see how 
they translated the dialogue. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to give a 
subtitle or subtitles to. 

sub-tle (sut/l) /'satl/ adj., -tler, -tlest. 1. delicate; hard 
to notice by means of the senses: the subtle srnell of her 
perfume. 2. difficult to notice, perceive, understand, or 
explain: the subtle irony of his jokes. 3. delicate or faint: 
mysterious: a subtle smile. 4. cunning, wily, or crafty: a 
subtle liar. —sub/tly, adv. 

sub-tle-ty (sut/l tē) /‘satltiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [moncount] 
the quality or state of being subtle: Such subtlety ts not 
his usunal way of acting. 2. [count] something subtle, as a 
fine point or detail not easy to see or understand: / 
couldn't grasp the subtleties involved in his discussion. 

sub-to-tal (sub/tot/l, sub tōt/-) /'sab,towtl, sab'towt-/ 
nm, v., -taled, -taling or (esp. Brit.) -talled, -tal-ling. 
—n. [count] 1. the total of a part of a group or column of 
figures, as in an accounting statement. —v. [~ + obj] 2: 
to determine a subtotal for: to subtotal the last quarter's 
figures. 

sub-tract (sab trakt’) /səb'trækt/ v. to take away, as a 
part from a whole, or one number from another: [~ + 
obj]: When you subtract the two numbers, what is the re- 
sult? [~ + obj + from + obj): to subtract one number 
from another. [no obj): Then you subtract; don't make 
the mistake of adding here. —sub-trac/tion, n. [non- 
connt): The class learned subtraction last year. (connt): a 
subtraction in costs. See -TRAC-. 

sub-trop-i-cal (sub trop’i kal) /sab'troprkoal/ adj. bor- 
dering on the tropics; nearly tropical. 

sub-urb (sub/tirb) /'sabarb/ n. (count) 1. a district or 
area of land lying immediately outside a city or town, 
esp. a smaller residential community. 2. the suburbs, 
[plural] an area composed of such districts, or such ar- 
eas thought of as a group, as with respect to their politi- 
cal leanings: The Republican candidate was leading in 
the suburbs. —sub-ur-ban (sə bur/ban) /sa'barban/ adj.: 
the quiet and calm of this suburban village. 
sub-ur-ban-ite (sə biir’ba nit’) /sa'barba,nayt/ n. 
[count] one who lives in a suburb of a city or large town. 
Sub-ur-biea (sə bûr/bē ə) /sa'barbiya/ n. [noncount) 
suburbs thought of as a group and considered in terms 
of the social or cultural aspects of life: the belief that sub- 
urbia is a Cultural wasteland. 

sub-ver-sion (sab vir/zhan, -shan) /sob'var3zon, -fon/ r. 
[nonconnt] the act of overthrowing or attempting to 
overthrow a government, or some power or authority. 
See -VERT-. 

sub-ver-sive (səb vir/siv) /sab'varsiv/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to subversion: The internal security agency had la- 
beled their little organization subversive. —n. (count) 2. 
one who attempts to subvert: secnrity agents on the 
watclt for subversives atid spies. See -VERT-. 

sub-vert (səb virt’) /sab'vart/ v. [~ + obj] to engage in 
or attempt subversion: /nstead of cooperating, he worked 
to subvert her authority. See -vERT-. 

subway (sub/wa’) /'sab,wey/ m. 1. an underground 
electric railroad: [court]: no delays this rorning ou the 
subways. See illustration at STREET. [nonconnt; by + ~]: 
to travel by subway. 2. [cont] Chiefly Brit. a short tunnel 
or underground passageway; underpass. 

succeed (sak séd7) /sak'siyd/ v. 1. [no obj] to end ac- 
cording to one’s desire: Our efforts succeeded. 2. [no 
obj; (~ + in + obj/verb-inrg)| to accomplish what is in- 
tended: We succeeded in our efforts to start the car. 3. 
{ro obj) to attain success in a recognized form, such as 
wealth or standing: voted most likely to succeed. 4. to 
follow or replace another in some rank, office, authority, 
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etc.: [~ + to + obj]: He succeeded to the throne after 
the death of the queen. [~ + obj): He succeeded his 
mother to the throne. 5. [~ + obj] to come next after 
something else in a series; follow: one movement suc- 
ceeding attother. See -ceeo-. —Related Words. suc- 
CEED is a verb, SUCCESS iS a noun, SUCCESSFUL is an adjec- 
tive, SUCCESSFULLY is an adverb: She wants to succeed in 
business. She wants success in life. She is a successful 
businesswoman. She dealt with the latest financial crisis 
successtully. 

success (sok ses’) /sok'ses/ n. 1. [noncount) the favor- 
able result of something attempted: Success fs important 
in a child's early attempts to learn something. 2. [non- 
count] the gaining of wealth, position, honors, etc.: He 
had achieved success. 3. [count] a successful perfor- 
mance or achievement: Was the party a success? 4. 
[count] a person or thing that is successful: He felt that 
at last he was a success. See -CESS-. 

suc-cess-ful (sak ses/fal) /sak'sesfal/ adj. 1. achieving 
or having achieved success: She had become a very Suc- 
cessful businesswoman. 2. resulting in success: a SUC- 
cessful atternpt to quit smoking. —suc-cess/ful-ly, 
adv.: successfully answered the next question. See 
-CESS-. 

suc-ces-sion (sok sesh’an) /sok'sefan/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the coming of one person or thing after another in a se- 
quence: His secretaries were fired in quick succession 
until he found one he liked. 2. (count) a number of per- 
sons or things following one another in sequence: a Suc- 
cession of secretaries. 3. [noncount) the right, act, or 
process by which one person follows another to the of- 
fice, rank, estate, etc.: the order of succession. See 
-CESS-. 

successive (sok ses/iv) /sak'sestv/ adj. following in 
succession: three successive days of rain. —suc-ces/- 
siverly, adv. 

suc-ces-sor (sək ses’ar) /sok'sesor/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son or thing that succeeds or follows. 2. a person who 
succeeds another in an office, position, or the like. 

succinct (sək singkt’) /sok'sinkt/ adj. expressed well in 
few words: Her answers were always succinct and direct. 
—suc-cinct’/ly, adv.: “It simply won't work,” he an- 
swered succinctly. —suc-cinct/ness, n. [roncount) 
—Syn. See CONCISE. 

suc-cor (suk/or) /'sakor/ n. [noncount) 1. help; relief; 
aid: providing succor to the wounded. —v. [~ + obj] 2. 
to help (someone who is in difficulty, need, or distress). 
Also, esp. Brit., suc/cour. 

suc-co-tash (suk’a tash’) /‘saka,tewf/ m [noncount] a 
cooked dish of beans, esp. lima beans, and kernels of 
corn. 

suc-cu-lent (suk/ya lant) /'sakyələnt/ adj. 1. juicy. 2. 
rich in desirable qualities. 3. (of a plant) having fleshy, 
juicy tissues. —n. [count] 4. a succulent plant, as a cac- 
tus. —suc’cu-lence, suc/cu-len-cy, n. [noncount) 

suc-cumb (sə kum?) /sa'kam/ v. [no obj; ( ~ + to + 
obj)] 1. to give way to superior force; yield: He believed 
that she had succumbed to his charms. 2. to be unable 
to resist disease, wounds, etc.: He succumbed to his 
wounds and died in the night. 

such (such) /satf/ adj. 1. of the kind, character, degree, 
etc., already indicated or about to be indicated: [~ + a 
+ singular count noun): He could inflame whole audi- 
ences in moments; such a man is dangerous. [~ + non- 
count or plural noun): Revolution and anarchy? Such talk 
is dangerous. 2. like or similar: steel, wood, tea, coffee, 
and other suclt commodities. 3. of so extreme a kind; so 
good, bad, etc.: [~ + a + singular count noun): He ts 
such a liar. (~ + noncount or plural noun): That is such 
nonsense. 4. definite but not specified: Allow such an 
amount for rent, and the rest for other things. 5. (before 
a noun) being the person or thing or the persons or 
things indicated: /f any member be late, such member 
shall be suspended. 6. being as stated or indicated: Such 
is the case. —adv. 7. so; to such a degree: They are such 
nice people. 8. in such a way or manner. —pron. 9. such 
a person or thing or such persons or things: kings, 
princes, atid such. 10. someone or something indicated: 
She Claims to be a friend but is not such. — Idiom. 11. 
such as, a. of the kind specified: A plan such as you pro- 
pose will succeed. b. for example: He had many pas- 
times, such as reading and chess. 12. such...that, (used 
as a conjunction to join two clauses together and to show 
that the first clause is explained by the second or is the 
cause of the second): He received such a shock that he 
nearly passed out. ——-Usage. Compare such and so. 
SucH can come before a noun (with or without an adjec- 
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tive before the noun), but so comes before an adjective 
without a noun following: He's such a stupid man. She's 
such a liar. She's such an intelligent woman, but She's so 
stupid. He's so intelligent. 

such’ and such’, adj. 1. definite or particular but not 
named or specified: Let's imagine we mieet at such and 
such a place. —pron. 2. something or someone not 
specified: if such and such should happen. 

suck (suk) /sak/ v. 1. to draw into the mouth by produc- 
ing a partial vacuum by action of the lips and tongue: [~ 
+ obj): to suck lemonade through a straw. (no obj): The 
baby was sucking at his mother's breast. 2. [~ + obj] to 
draw (water, air, etc.) by or as if by suction: Plants suck 
moisture from the air. 3. to apply the lips or mouth to 
and draw the liquid from: [~ + obj]: to suck an orange. 
[no obj): to suck at an orange. 4. to put into the mouth 
and draw upon: [~ + obj): to suck a piece of candy. [no 
obj): sucking on a cough drop. 5. [no obj; not: be + 
~-ing] Slang. to be disgusting or awful: That tearm sucks; 
it can't win any of its games. 6. suck up, [no obj; (~ + 
to + obj)) Slang. to be subservient; to be obsequious: 
He's sucking up to the boss because he thinks he'll get a 
Promotion that way. —n. [count] 7. an act or instance of 
sucking. 

suck-er (suk/ar) /‘sakor/ n. [count] 1. a person or thing 
that sucks, as a body part of an animal used for sucking 
or clinging by suction. 2. Informal. a person easily 
cheated or deceived: That sucker wound up spending 
thousands on a roof he didn't need. 3. Informal. a per- 
son attracted to something mentioned: She's a sucker for 
a handsome face. 4. a lollipop. —v. [~ + obj] 5. Infor- 
mal. to make a sucker of; fool: They suckered him into 
going along with their stupid plan. 

suckele (suk/al) /'sakoal/ v., -led, -ling. to (cause to or 
provide the means to) nurse at the breast or udder: [no 
obj): The newborn colt suckled at its mother’s udder, [~ 
+ obj): to suckle a baby. 

suckling (suk/ling) /'saklin/ m. [count] an infant or 
young animal not yet weaned. 

sucrose (soo’kros) /‘suwkrows/ 1. SUGAR (def. 1). 

suc-tion (suk/shan) /'sakfan/ n. [noncount) 1. the force 
that, Owing to pressure differences, attracts a fluid or 
solid to where the pressure is lowest. —v. [~ (+ up) + 
obj) 2. to draw oul or remove by sucking, esp. by artifi- 
cial means. 

Su-da-nese (sõōd/n éz/, -ēs/) /suwdn'iyz, -'iys/ n. 
[count], pl. -nese. 1. a person born or living in (the) Su- 
dan. —adj. 2. of or relating to (the) Sudan. 

sud-den (sud/n) /'sadn/ adj. 1. happening, coming, 
made, or done quickly or unexpectedly: a sudden attack. 
—adv. 2. Literary. suddenly. —Idiom. 3. all of a sud- 
den, without warning; unexpectedly: All of a sudden we 
were surrounded. —sud/densly, adv.: She lunged at 
him suddenly. —sud/deneness, n. [noncount) 

sud/den death’, n. [noncount] an overtime period in a 
sports contest, begun when a contest is tied after normal 
play has finished, in which the contest is won immedi- 
ately as soon as one of the contestants scores. 

sud/den in/fant death’ syn’drome, n. [(noncount] 
death from cessation of breathing in a seemingly healthy 
infant, almost always during sleep. Abbr.: SIDS Also 
called crib death. 

suds (sudz) /sadz/ n. [plural] water containing soap or 
detergent and having bubbles or froth on the surface. 
—suds’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

sue (sd) /suw/ v., sued, suring. 1. to bring legal action 
against; bring a lawsuit in court: [~ + obj]: to sue some- 
one for damages. [no obj): threatened to sue if an acci- 
dent happened. 2. [no obj] to make a request, petition, 
or appeal for: The defeated army decided to sue for 
peace. See -SEQ-. 

suede or suède (swad) /sweyd/ n. [noncount) leather or 
similar fabric finished with a soft, slightly rough surface. 

sueet (sõit) /'suwit/ n. [noncount] hard, fatty tissue 
from the kidneys of beef, sheep, etc., used in cooking 
and for making candles. —su/etry, adj. 

suf-, var. of sus- before f suffer. 

suf-fer (suffar) /‘safor/ v. 1. to feel pain or great dis- 
tress: [no obj): She suffered greatly as a child. {~ + obj): 
She suffered poverty as a child. 2. [no obj] to become 
worse; deteriorate: My work suffers when I'm distracted. 
3. to endure or be afflicted with something, such as a 
disease, injury, or loss: [no obj): to suffer from Parkin- 
son's disease. [~ + obj): He suffered a sprain in his left 
leg. 4. [~ + obj) to experience (any action, process, or 
condition): to suffer change. 5. [~ + obj] to tolerate or 


such and such to suggestion 


allow: / do not suffer fools gladly. 
[count] 

suf-fer-ance (suffer ans, suf/rans) /'safərəns, 'safrons/ 
n. [noncount] permission extended passively by not in- 
terfering. 

suf-fer-ing (suffar ing, suffring) /‘saforin, ‘safrin/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the state of a person or thing that suffers. 2. 
Often, sufferings. [p/ura/) something suffered; pain: the 
sufferings of the slaves. 

suf-fice (sa fis’) /sa'fays/ v. [no obj; not: be + ~-ing], 
-ficed, -fic-ing. 1. to be enough for needs or purposes: 
A few payments will suffice. —Idiom. 2. suffice it to 
say, This phrase is used before making another state- 
ment, to indicate that the speaker believes what follows 
is sufficient to prove a point: Suffice it to say the project 
WAS a SUCCESS. 

suf-fi-cient (sə fish’ant) /sa'fifant/ adj. enough for what 
is needed: There are barely sufficient funds for the proj- 
ect. —suf-fi/cien-cy, n. (noncount) —suf-fi’cient-ly, 
adv.: sufficiently informed about the issues. 

suf-fix (7. sufiks; v. suffiks, sə fiks’) / n. 'safiks; v. 'sa- 
fiks, sa'fiks/ n. [count] 1. an affix that follows the ele- 
ment to which it is added, as -ment in entertainment. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to add as a suffix. —suf-fix-a-tion 
(sufik za%shan) /,safik'zeyfon/ n. [noncount] See -Fix-. 

suf-fo-cate (suf/a kat’) /'safo,keyt/ v., -cateed, -cat-ing. 
1. [~ + obj) to kill by preventing the passage of air; 
strangle: The plastic bag must have suffocated the baby. 
2. [no obj] to die in this manner; stifle; smother: The 
baby must have suffocated when the plastic bag went 
over its head. 3. to (cause to) be uncomfortable because 
of a lack of fresh air: [~ + obj]: This hot classroom is 
suffocating the students. [no obj): We're all suffocating in 
this hot room. 4. to hold back, stifle, or suppress (free- 
dom, Creativity, etc.): [no obj): The students are suffocat- 
ing from the rigid discipline. [~ + obj]: The rigid disci- 
pline is suffocating the children's creativity and freedom. 
—suf-fo-ca-tion (suf/a kā/shən) /,safa'keyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

suf-frage (suf/rij) /‘safrid3/ n. [noncount) the right to 
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vote, esp. in a political election. —suf/fra-gist, n. 
[count] 
suf-fra-gette (suf/ra jet’) /safro'dzet/ n. [count] a 


woman who calls for the right to vote for women. 

suf-fuse (sa fyd0z’) /so'fyuwz/ v. [~ + obj], -fused, 
-fus-ing. to overspread with or as if with a liquid, color, 
etc.; pervade: Bright sunlight suffused the room. —suf+ 
fussion (sə fyoo’/zhan) /sa'fyuw3an/ n. [noncount] See 
-FUS-. 

sugear (shddg/ar) /'fogər/ n. 1. a sweet, crystalline sub- 
stance made esp. from sugarcane and the sugar beet; 
sucrose: [noncount): two cups of sugar. (count): I'd like 
two sugars for my coffee, please. 2. [count] any other 
plant or animal substance of the same class of carbohy- 
drates, as fructose or glucose. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to cover, 
sprinkle, mix, or sweeten with sugar. —sug/ar-less, adj. 
—Ssue/arey, adj. 

sug/ar beet’, n. [noncount] a variety of the common 
beet grown for the sugar it yields. 

sug-ar-cane or Suegar cane (shdog’ar kan’) /'fug,or 
keyn/ n. [noncount] a tall grass of tropical and warm 
regions, having a stout, jointed stalk and being the chief 
source of sugar. 

sugear-coat (shddog’ar kot’) /‘fugar, kowt/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to cover with sugar: sugarcoated pills. 2. to make 
(something difficult or distasteful) appear more accepta- 
ble: He's trying to sugarcoat the bad news. 

sug/ar ma/ple, n. [count] any of several maple trees 
having a sweet sap, being the chief source of maple 
syrup and maple sugar. 

sug-gest (sag jest’, sa-) /sag'dzest, sa-/ v. 1. to men- 
tion, introduce, or propose (an idea, plan, etc.) for con- 
sideration, possible action, etc.; recommend: [~ + obj): 
The teacher suggested several different colleges your son 
might apply to. [~ + (that) clause]: | suggested that we 
meet outside by the fountain. 2. [~ + (that) clause] to 
hint at indirectly; imply: Your question suggests that you 
doubt my sincerity. 3. [~ + obj] to call (something) up 
in the mind through association of ideas: The music sug- 
gests a still night. See -GEST-. 

sug-gest-icble (sag jes/ta bal, sa-) /sag'dzestabal, so-/ 
adj. 1. subject to or easily influenced by suggestion. 2. 
able to be suggested. —sug-gest-i-bil-iety (sah jes/ta- 
bil7i tē) /soh,d3esta'bilitiy/ n. [(moncount) See -GEST-. 

sug-ges-tion (seg jes’chan, sa-) /sag'd3zestfan, sə-/ n. 
l. [nonconnt] the act of suggesting, or the state of being 
suggested. 2. [count] something suggested: a siugges- 
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tion for improved communication between shifts. 3. 
[count] a hint, slight trace, or sign: a suggestion of tears 
in his eyes. 4. [noucount) the calling up in the mind of 
one idea by another by virtue of some association. See 
-GEST-. 

sug-ges-tive (sag jestiv, sa-) /sag'd3estiv, sə-/ adj. 1. 
suggesting; referring to or evoking other thoughts, per- 
sons, times or places, etc.: suggestive of 19th-century 
London. 2. rich in suggestions or ideas: a suggestive 
critical essay. 3. implying, suggesting, or hinting at 
something improper or indecent, esp. sexual matters; 
risqué: She didn't appreciate his suggestive remarks. 
—sug-ges/tiverly, adv. See -GEST-. 

susiecideal (sd6/a sid%al) /,suwa'saydal/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to suicide: his suicidal tendencies. 2. likely to bring 
disaster or ruin: politically suicidal acts. See -ciDE-’. 

susiecide (sd0’a sid’) /'suwa,sayd/ n. 1. the intentional 
taking of one’s own life: [moncount): to commit suicide. 

[count]: The number of suicides increases in the winter. 
2. [noncount] destruction of one’s own interests or 
chances: financial suicide. 3. [count] one who intention- 
ally takes his or her own life. See -cipe-’. 

suei geenerris (soo/é jen’ar is, sd0/i) /'suw'iy d3enoris, 
'suway/ adj. of his, her, its, or their own kind; unique. 

suit (soot) /suwt/ n. [count] 1. a set of garments of the 

same color, material, or fabric, typically trousers or a 
skirt, a jacket, and sometimes a vest: She wore a dark 
suit for the interview. See illustration at CLOTHING. 2. a set 
of clothing, armor, or the like intended for wear together. 
3. any costume or outfit worn for some special activity: a 
bathing suit. 4. Law. an act or instance of suing in a 
court of law; a lawsuit. 5. one of the classes into which 
cards or dominoes are divided, as spades, clubs, 
diamonds, and hearts. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to make appro- 
priate; accommodate one thing to another: to suit the 
punishment to the crime. 7. [~ + obj; not: be + ~ing; 
no passive] to look good or attractive on: The color blue 
suits you very well. 8. [not: be + ~ing; no passive] to 
be acceptable or agreeable to: [~ + obj]: The 
arrangements suit me just fine. [~ + oneself]: If you 
don't want to go to the party, that’s OK; suit yourself. 9. 
[~ + obj; not: be + ~-ing,; no passive] to meet the re- 
quirements of: Would an appointment next week suit 
your schedule? 10. suit up, to put an appropriate uni- 
form or special suit on: [xo obj]: The divers went in their 
locker room and suited up. [~ + up + obj]: The techni- 
cians suited up the astronauts. [~ + obj + up): to suit 
them up. —Idiom. 11. follow suit, a. to play a card of 
the same suit as that led. b. to follow the example of an- 
other: Our competitors lowered computer prices, So we 
were forced to follow suit. 

suitea-ble (soo’ta bal) /'suwtabal/ adj. appropriate; ac- 
ceptable; fitting: /s she suitable for this mission? —suit+ 
ability (soo’/ta bili tē) /suwta'bilitiy/ n. [noncount) 
—suit/a-bly, adv.: We were suitably impressed with her 
performance. 

suit-case (soot/kas’) /‘suwt,keys/ n. [count] a piece of 
luggage, esp. for carrying clothes while traveling. 

suite (swet: for 3 often soot) /swiyt; for 3 often suwt/ n. 
[count] 1. a number of things forming a series, group, or 
set: a suite of computer routines. 2. a connected series 
of rooms to be used together: a hotel suite. 3. a set of 
matching furniture, esp. for one room: a bedroom suite. 
4. an ordered series of pieces of music, as instrumental 
dances, written in the same or related keys. 

suit-ed (soo/’tid) /‘suwtid/ adj. [be + ~ + to) 1. appro- 
priate: a person who is well suited to the job. 2. compat- 
ible or consistent with: You'll weed a more serious writing 
style that is suited to this important, deep subject. 

suiting (soo/ting) /'suwtin/ n. [noncount) fabric for 
making suits. 

suit-or (soo/tar) /‘suwtor/ n. [count] 1. a man who tries 
to gain the affection or love of a woman. 2. Law. a per- 
son who brings a petition or complaint to a court of law. 
3. an individual or company that seeks to buy another 
company. 

Sucki-ya-ki (sõo/kē ya’ké, sdok/E-, skē yä/kē) /,su- 
wkiy'yukiy, ,sokiy-, skiy'yakiy/ n. [moncount]) a Japa- 
nese dish containing slices of meat, bean curd, vegeta- 
bles, and soy sauce cooked together. 

sul-fur (sul/for) /'salfor/ n. [noncount] 1. Also, esp. Brit., 
sulphur. a nonmetallic element, ordinarily a yellow solid 
that can be burned, occurring widely in chemically com- 
bined forms and compounds and in cellular protein, and 
used esp. in making gunpowder and matches, and in 
medicine. 2. a greenish yellow color; SULPHUR (def. 2). 

sulk (sulk) /salk/ v. [no obj] 1. to keep oneself from nor- 
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mal conversation or apart from others while remaining in 
a sullen, angry, or offended mood: When we told her she 
couldn't go to the dance, she sulked for days. —n. 
[count] 2. a state or fit of sulking. 

sulkey (sul/ké) /‘salkiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest, n., pl. sulk-ies. 
—adj. 1. showing sulking behavior; sullen; moody. 2. 
gloomy or dull: sulky weather. —n. [count] 3. a light, 
two-wheeled, one-horse carriage for one person. —sulk- 
ily (sul/kə lē) /'salkoliy/ adv. —sulk/ieness, n. {non- 
count) 

sul-elen (sul’an) /‘salan/ adj. 1. showing irritation or an- 
ger by a gloomy silence. 2. gloomy or dismal, as 
weather. —sul/len-ly, adv.: He looked sullenly down at 
his feet. —sul/len-ness, n. [noncount] 

sully (sul7é) /'saliy/ v. [~ + obj], -lied, -lysing. 1. to 
make dirty; to stain or tarnish. 2. to ruin the purity or 
luster of; defile: to sully a reputation. 

sulphur (sul/far) /'salfar/ n. [noncount]) 1. Chiefly Brit. 
sutrur (def. 1). 2. Also, sulfur. a greenish yellow. 

sultan (sul/tn) /'saltn/ n. [count] the sovereign of an Is- 
lamic country, as any of the former sovereigns of Turkey. 
—sul-taneate (sul/tn at’) /‘saltn,eyt/ n. [count] 

sul-tanea (sul tan/a, -ta/na) /sal'tana, -'tano/ n. [count], 
pl. -taneas. 1. a small, seedless raisin. 2. a wife or fe- 
male relative of a sultan. 3. a mistress of a king. 

sul-try (sul’tré) /‘saltriy/ adj., -triver, -trivest. 1. un- 
comfortably hot and humid; close; sweltering: a sultry 
day. 2. characterized by or arousing passion: sultry eyes. 

sum (sum) /sam/ n, v., summed, sum-ming. —n. 
[count] 1. the total of two or more numbers, amounts, or 
quantities, determined by or as if by addition: The sum of 
6 and 8 is 14. 2. an amount or quantity, esp. of money: 
to lend small sums. 3. a series of numbers or quantities 
to be added up. 4. the full amount, or the whole: the 
sum of our knowledge. 5. the main idea, gist, or point: 
the sum and substance of his argument. —v. 6. [~ + 
obj] to figure out the sum of, as by addition. 7. sum up, 
a. to express in a brief yet complete statement; summa- 
rize: [~ + up + obj]: He summed up the main points of 
the speech. [~ + obj + up): Can you sum it all up in 
just a few words? [no obj): ready to sum up at last after a 
long speech. b. to form a quick estimate or judgment of: 
[~ + up + obj): quickly summed up the situation. [~ + 
obj + up): She summed him up in a minute. —Idiom. 
8. in sum, in brief but complete form: /n sum, the gov- 
ernment believes it knows what it is doing. 

-sum-, root. -sum- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “take up; pick up.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: ASSUME, CONSUME, CONSUMPTION, PRESUME, 
PRESUMPTION, RESUME, RESUME, RESUMPTION, SUBSUME. 

suemac or suemach (sdo/mak, shoo/-) /‘suwmak, 
'fuw-/ n. [poncount) a Shrub or small tree of the cashew 
family, having compound leaves and clusters of red, 
fleshy fruit. 

sum-mareiely (sə mar/a lē) /sə'meərəliy/ adv. in a 
prompt and direct manner, esp. without giving advance 
warning or showing politeness: He was called in and 
summarily fired. 

sum-marrize (sum/a riz’) /'samoa,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-rized, -rizeing. to make a summary of; to State or ex- 
press in a brief but complete form: He summarized the 
arguments that had been given so far. 

summary (sum/s rē) /'samoriy/ n., pl. -ries, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a complete yet brief account of things previ- 
ously stated: He gave a short summary of the 
proceedings so far. —adj. [before a noun) 2. brief yet 
complete; concise. 3. direct and prompt; fast or quick 
and without advance warning or politeness: They fired 
him with summary dispatch. 

sum-masrtion (sə ma/shan) /sa'meyfan/ n. [count] 1. 
the act or process of summing. 2. a review of previously 
stated facts or statements, often with final conclusions. 
3. the final arguments of opposing attorneys before a 
case goes to the jury. 

sumemer (sum/er) /'samər/ n. 1. the warm season be- 
tween spring and autumn: [count]: We would meet every 
summer at her beach place. [noncount): What will you do 
this summer? 2. [count] the period of greatest develop- 
ment, perfection, etc.: the summer of life. 3. [count] a 
year: a girl of fifteen sutruners. —adj. [before a noun) 4. 
of or characteristic of summer; suitable for or done dur- 
ing the summer: summer sports. —v. [no obj] 5. to 
spend or pass the summer: The family summers in 


Maine. —sum/mer-y, adj.: this unusual, sunumnery 
weather in October! 
sum-mer-house (sum/er hous’) /'sAmor,haws/ n. 


[count], a simple, rough building or structure with seats 
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in a park or garden, intended to provide shade in the 
summer. 

sum/mer time’, n. Chiefly Brit. DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME. 

sum-mer-time (sum/ər tim’) /'samor,taym/ n. [non- 
count] the summer season. 

summit (summit) /‘samit/ n. [count] 1. the highest point 
or part, as of a hill; top; apex: the summit of the moun- 
fain. 2. the highest point of attaining or gaining some- 
thing: the summit of her ambition. 3. the highest state or 
degree. 4. Also called sum/mit meet/ing, sum/mit 
con’ference. a conference between heads of state or 
other top-level government officials. 

sumemitery (sum/i tré) /'samitriy/ n. [noncount] the 
conducting of diplomatic negotiations at summit confer- 
ences: interested in summitry and international relations. 

sum-mon (sum/an) /'samon/ v., 1. [~ + obj] to call for 
the presence of, as by command: The king summoned a 
servant. 2. [~ + obj + to + verb] to call upon (some- 
one) to do something specified: She summoned him to 
take a message. 3. [~ + obj] to call or notify (Someone) 
to appear at a specified place, esp. before a court: to 
summon a witness. 4 [~ + obj] to call together by au- 
thority, as for deliberation or action: to summon partia- 
ment. X. to call into action; rouse; call forth (from one- 
self}: [~ + obj (+ up)]: He summoned alt his courage 
(up). [~ (+ up) + obj): Suffering from the flu, | coutd 
hardly sunimon (up) the strength to whisper. —sum/- 
mon-er, n. [count] See -mMon-. 

summons (sum/oenz) /samonz/ n. [count], ph 
-mons-es. 1. a command by which one is summoned: 
The king issued a summons to every wagon-wheel maker 
to increase output. 2. a call or written demand by au- 
thority to appear before a court or a judicial officer: The 
police officer handed the motorist a summons. 

suemo (soo/m6) /‘suwmow/ n. [noncount] a form of Jap- 
anese wrestling. 

sump (sump) /samp/ n. [count] a pit, cesspool, etc., in 
which liquid is collected or into which it drains. 

sump-tu-ous (sump/choo as) /'samptfuwoas/ adj. 1. re- 
quiring great expense; costly: a sumptuous room with 
gold paint. 2. lavish; splendid: a sumptuous feast. See 
-SUM-. 

sun (sun) /san/ n., v., sunned, sunening. —n. 1. (often: 
Sun; proper noun; usually: the + ~] the star that is the 
central body of the solar system: The mean distance 
from the earth to the sun is about 93 milion miles. 2. 
(count; usually singular; usually: the + ~] this star with 
reference to its position in the sky, the temperature it 
produces, etc.: The sun rose in the pink sky. 3. the heat 
and light from the sun; sunshine: [count; usually singu- 
lar; usually: the + ~]: to be exposed to the sun. [non- 
count): You'd better get in the shade, you'lt get too much 
sun and have a bad sunburn tonight. 4. [count] a heav- 
enly body that has its own light and heat source; a Star: 
Many of the stars could be suns of thetr own solar sys- 
tems. —v. 5. to expose (oneself) or be exposed to the 
sun's rays: [~ + obj]: sunning themselves in the park. 
[no obj}: They were outside sunning for hours. 
—TIdiom. 6. under the sun, on earth; anywhere: 
There's nothing like this under the sun. 

Sun., an abbreviation of: Sunday. 

sun-bathe (sun/batt’) /'san,bey0/ v. [no obj], -bathed, 
-bath-ing. to expose one’s body deliberately to the direct 
rays of the sun or a sunlamp. —sun-bath-er (sun/ba/- 
thor) /'san,beydar/ n. [count] 

sun-beam (sun/bēm/) /‘san,biym/ n. [count] a beam or 
ray of sunlight. 

Sun-belt or Sun Belt (sun/belt’) /‘san,belt/ n. [some- 
times: sunbelt; count; usually singular; often: the + ~] 
the southern and southwestern region of the U.S. 

sun-bone-net (sun/bon/it) /'san,bonit/ n. [count] a bon- 
net with a large brim to protect the head and face from 
the sun. 

sun-burn (sun/buirn’) /'san,barn/ n, v., -burned or 
-burnt -burn-ing. —n. 1. reddened, sore, and peeling 
skin caused by overexposure to the sun or a sunlamp: 
(count): a bad sunburn from a day at the beach. [non- 
count]: some soothing lotion for sunburn, —v. 2. (of the 
skin) to (cause to) become reddened, sore, and peeling 
from overexposure to the sun: [no obj}: Her fair skin sun- 
burns easily in the African sun. [~ + obj): The African 
summer wilt sunburn her quickly. 

sun-burst (sun/burst/) /'san,barst/ n. [count] 1. a sud- 
den burst of sunlight, esp. through a rift in the clouds. 2. 
something that suggests the sun. 

sun-dae (sun/da, -dé) /‘sandcy, -diy/ n. [count] a dish of 
ice cream topped with syrup, nuts, whipped cream, etc. 
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Sun-day (sun/da, -dé) /'sandey, -diy/ u. 1. the first day 
of the week, observed as the Sabbath by most Christian 
denominations: [proper noun]: On Sunday they would go 
to church. [count]: We saw him two Sundays ago. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. of or relating to Sunday. 3. used, 
done, or taking place only on or as if on Sundays: a Sun- 
day matinée. 

sun-der (sun/dar) /'sandor/ v. [~ + obj] to separate; 
part; divide; sever: to sunder alt ties to his previous 
country. 

sunedieal (sun/di/al, -dil”) /“san,dayal, -,dayl/ n. [count] 
an instrument that indicates the time of day by means of 
the position of the shadow of the sun as it appears on a 
marked plate or surface. 

sun-down (sun/doun’) /‘san,duwn/ n. sunset, esp. the 
time of sunset: [count]: a beautiful autumn sundown. 
[noncount]: Let's meet at sundown. 

sun-dries (sun/dréz) /'sandriyz/ n. [plural] small, vari- 
ous, or different items of little value. 

sun-dry (sun/dré) /'sandriy/ adj. [before a noun] 1. dif- 
fering: various and sundry articles. — Idiom. 2. all and 
sundry, everybody: The company gave out free samples 
to alt and sundry. 

sunefish (sun/fish’) /'san,fif/ n. [count], pk (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -fish, (esp. for kinds or species) 
-fish-es. a freshwater fish of North America. 

sun-flow-er (sun/flou/er) /'san,fluwor/ n. [count] a plant 
having showy, yellow flower heads and edible seeds. 

sung (sung) /san/ v. a pt. and pp. of sinc. 

sun-glass-es (sun/glas/iz) /'san,glsiz/ n. [plural 
eyeglasses with colored or tinted lenses that protect the 
eyes from the glare of sunlight. 

sunk (sungk) /sank/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of sink. —adj. 2. 
beyond help; no longer good for anything; destroyed: 
Our business was sunk. 

sunk-en (sung/ken) /'sankon/ adj. 1. having sunk or 
been sunk beneath the surface; submerged: The divers 
explored the sunken ocean liner. 2. having settled to a 
lower level, as walls. 3. made or lying on a lower level: a 
sunken living room. 4. hollow; pushed in; depressed: 
sunken cheeks. 

sun-lamp (sun/lamp’) /'san,lamp/ n. [count] a lamp that 
produces ultraviolet rays, used for healing or for suntan- 
ning. 

sunlight (sun/lit’) /‘san,layt/ n. (noncount] the light of 
the sun; sunshine. 

sunlit (sun/lit’) /'san,lit/ adj. lighted by the sun. 

sunny (sun/é) /'saniy/ adj., -niver, -nieest. 1. having 
much sunshine: a warm, sunny room, 2. cheery, cheer- 
ful, Or joyous: a sunny disposition. 3. of or resembling 
the sun. 

sun-rise (sun/riz’) /‘san,rayz/ n. 1. the rise of the sun 
above the horizon in the morning: [count]: He won't live 
to see another sunrise. [noncount]: Meet me at the park 
at sunrise. 2. [count] the sky and scenery accompanying 
this: a beautiful sunrise over the Atlantic Ocean. 3. [non- 
count] the time when the sun rises. 

sun-roof (sun/rdof’, -rd0f’) /'san,ruwf, -,ruf/ n. [count], 
pl. roofs. a section of an automobile roof that can be 
Slid or lifted open. 

sun-screen or sun screen (sun/skrén’) /'san,skriyn/ 
n. 1. a substance that protects the skin from too much 
ultraviolet radiation from the sun; a lotion, cream, etc., 
containing this: [noncount]: The careful use of sunscreen 
will protect the baby’s skin. [count]: Use a powerful sun- 
screen if you work outside for long hours in the summer- 
time. 2. [count] a simple structure shielding a patio, 
atrium, or the like from direct sunlight. 

sun-set (sun/set’) /‘san,set/ n. 1. the setting or descent 
of the sun below the horizon in the evening: [count]: He 
won't live to see another sunset. [noncount]: Meet me at 
the park at sunset. 2. [count] the sky and scenery ac- 
companying this: a gorgeous sunset over the Atlantic 
Ocean. 3. (noncount] the time when the sun sets. —adj. 
[before a noun] 4. (of an industry, technology, etc.) old; 
declining. 5. of or being a law that requires the ending of 
a government program or agency by a certain date un- 
less it is reauthorized by the legislature. 

suneshine (sun/shin’) /'san,fayn/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
shining of the sun; the effect of the sun in lighting and 
heating a place. 2. a place where the direct rays of the 
sun fall: out in the sunshiue. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of 
or denoting a law requiring a government agency to 
open its official meetings and records to the public. 
—sur/shin’y, adj. 

sun-spot (sun/spot’) /‘san,spot/ n. [count] a relatively 
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dark patch that appears at certain times on the surface of 
the sun and affects magnetism on earth. 

sunestroke (sun/’strok’) /'san,strowk/ n. [noncount) a 
sudden and sometimes fatal condition caused by too 
much exposure to the sun's rays: Sunstroke causes col- 
lapse. 

sun-tan (sun/tan’) /'san,tæn/ n., v., -tanned, -tan-ning. 
—n. [count] 1. a darkening of the skin caused by expo- 
sure to sunlight or a sunlamp. —v. 2. Tan! (defs. 2, 4): 
[no obj): He was outside suntanning all day. [~ + obj}: 
Those lamps suntanned him in no time. 

sun-up (sun/up’) /'san,ap/ n. [noncount] sunrise, esp. 
the time of sunrise: Meet us at sunup. 

sup (sup) /sap/ v., supped, sup-ping. 1. [no obj) to eat 
the evening meal; have supper. 2. [~ + obj] to provide 
food for, or entertain at supper. 

sup-, var. of sus- before p: suppose. 

sueper (soo’par) /'suwpər/ n. [count] 1. a superintend- 
ent, esp. of an apartment house: The sink is flooding; 
call the super. —adj. 2. of the highest degree, power, 
etc.: a super council. 3. of an extreme degree: super 
haste. 4. very good; first-rate; excellent: a super job. 
—adv. 5. very; extremely: super cooperative. 

super-, prefix. 1. super- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “above, beyond; above or over (another); 
situated or located over”: superficial, superimpose, Ssu- 
perstructure. 2. super- is also used to mean “an individ- 
ual, thing, or property that surpasses Customary or nor- 
mal amounts or levels, as being larger, more powerful, 
or having something to a great degree or to too great a 
degree”: supercomputer, superconductivity, supercool, 
supercritical, superhighway, superhuman, superman. 

sueper-a-bun-edant (soo’/per ə bun/dant) /suwpo- 
ro'bandont/ adj. very abundant or too abundant; exces- 
sive. —su’per-a-bun/dance, n. [count] 

sueper-an-nueat-ed (sd0’/par an/ydo a/tid) /,suwp- 
or'wnyuw,cytid/ adj. 1. retired because of age, sickness, 
or bodily weakness; too old for use, work, service, etc. 2. 
antiquated or obsolete: superannuated ideas. See -ANN-. 

sueperb (sõ pirb/) /su'parb/ adj. admirably fine or ex- 
cellent; rich; grand; wonderful: The dinner, the wine, the 
company—all were superb. —su-perb/ly, adv. 

su-per-charge (soo/par charj’) /‘suwpor,tfard3/ v. [~ + 
obj), -charged, -charg-ing. 1. to charge with too great 
an amount, as of energy, emotion, or tension: The at- 
mosphere was supercharged in the courtroom. 2. to 
supply air to (an internal-combustion engine) at pressure 
greater than normal. —su/perecharg/er, n. [count] 

sueper-cil-icous (sdo’par sil”7é as) /suwpor'siliyas/ adj. 
haughty and full of contempt for others: a supercilious 
raising of the eyebrows. 

Sueperee-go (sdo’/par @/gd) /,suwpor'iygow/ n. [count], 
pl. -gos. the part of the personality that represents the 
conscience. Compare EGO, ID. 

superficial (soo’por fish’al) /,suwpar'fifal/ adj. 1. be- 
ing at, on, or near the surface: a superficial wound. 2. 
external or outward; apparent rather than real: They bear 
a superficial resemblance to each other. 3. concerned 
with or understanding only what is on the surface or what 
is obvious; shallow: a superficial analysis of the problem. 
—su-per-fi-ci-al-iety (soo/per fish’é al/i te) /,suwp- 
ar fifiy'alitiy/ n. (noncount]) —su/per-fi/cialely, adv.: 
Superficially these two look alike. 

sueper-flu-ous (sõ plir/Nd6 as) /su'parfluwds/ adj. be- 
ing more than is enough; too much; excessive: Get rid of 
those superfluous exclamation points. —su-per-flu-i-ty 
(soo/per floo/i të) /,suwpor'fluwitiy/ n. [noncount] See 
-FLU-. 
super-hero § (soo/par her’d) $= /'suwpor,hiarow/ n. 
[count], pl. -roes. a hero, esp. in children’s comic books 
and television cartoons, possessing extraordinary, often 
magical powers. 
su-per-high-way (soo/par hi/wa, sõōō/pər hi/wa/) /‘suw- 
por,haywey, ,suwpor'hay,wey/ n. [count] a multilane 
highway designed for travel at high speeds; expressway. 
sueper-huemam (sd0/per hyoo/men) /,suwpor'hyuwmon/ 
adj. 1. above or beyond what is human: a superhuman 
being. 2. going beyond ordinary human power, experi- 
ence, etc.: He made a superluruan effort and succeeded 
in lifting the car from the cltild. 
su-per-im-pose (soo’par im p6z/) /,suwparim'powz/ v. 
[~ + obj (+ on/ipon)), -posed, -pos-ing. 1. to put, 
place, or set over or on something else: He Superi- 
posed one of lis pltotos ort top of another. 2. to (usually 
aggressively) put or join as an addition: to superimpose 
his own views on the text of the conttittee’s report. See 
-POS-. 
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su-per-in-tend (sdo’par in tend’, soo/prin-) /,suwpo- 
rin’tend, ,suwprin-/ v. [~ + obj] to be in charge of (a 
building, work, people, etc.); supervise: Yo one was su- 
perintending the children when the fire broke out. —su’- 
per-in-ten’dence, su/per-in-ten/den:-cy, n. (noncount] 
See -TEND-. 

superintendent (sdo’/per in ten/dant, sodo/’prin-) 
/suwporin'tendont, ,suwprin-/ n. [count] 1. one who 
guides or directs some work, establishment, etc.; super- 
visor: the superintendent of schools. 2. one who is in 
charge of maintenance and repairs for an apartment 
house; custodian: Call the superintendent; the bathroom 
is flooding. —adj. [before a noun] 3. superintending. See 
-TEND-. 

su-perrivor (so pēr/ē ar, sd0-) /sa'pioriyar, su-/ adj. 1. 
higher in rank, degree, class, etc.: a superior officer. 2. 
above the average in excellence, merit, etc.: a Superior 
student. 3. of higher grade or quality: a superior brand 
of dog food. 4. greater in quantity or amount: Our ar- 
mies have superior numbers. 5. showing a feeling of be- 
ing better than or above others: He had a superior atti- 
tude toward everyone. 6. higher in place or position; 
located above some similar thing: The enemy had an ad- 
vantage, fighting from superior ground. —n. [count] 7. 
one who is superior to another in rank, as in a job, or 
who has higher ability than another: She's my superior at 
work. 8. the head of a monastery, convent, or the like. 
—su-perrioriety (sə pērē Or/i tē, -or/-, sō-) 
Isə pioriy'ontiy, -'or-, s0-/ n. [noncount] 

su-per-la-tive (sə pûr/lə tiv, sõó-) /sa'parlativ, su-/ adj. 
1. of the highest kind or order: The dinner was superla- 
tive. 2. of or designating the highest degree of compari- 
son of adjectives and adverbs, used to show the extreme 
or greatest in quality, quantity, or intensity, as in smal- 
lest, best, and most carefully, the superlative forms of 
small, good, and carefully. Compare COMPARATIVE (def. 4), 
positive (def. 22). —n. 3. [count] a superlative person or 
thing. 4. a. (noncount; usually: the + ~] the superlative 
degree of an adjective or adverb: Put the adjective good 
into the superlative. b. [count] the superlative form of an 
adjective or adverb: The words and phrases smallest, 
best, and most carefully are superlatives. —su-per/la- 
tive-ly, adv.: She performed superiatively well during the 
concert. See -LaT!-. 

suepersman (soo/par man’) /'suwpor,maæn/ n. [count], 
pl. -men. a person of extraordinary or superhuman phys- 
ical, mental, or spiritual powers. 

su-per-mar-ket (soo/par mär/kit) /‘suwpor,markit/ n. 
[count] 1. a large self-service retail store that sells food 
and other household goods. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 2. any 
business or company offering an unusually wide range of 
goods or services: a financial supermarket. 

su-per-nat-urral (soo’per nach/ar al, -nach/ral) /,suwp- 
ar'netforal, -'nætfroəol/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or being 
above or beyond what is natural or that can be explained 
by natural law: supernatural powers. —n. [noncount] 2. 
the supernatural, [the + ~] supernatural beings, be- 
havior, and occurrences thought of as a group: The for- 
tune-teller claimed to be able to contact the world of the 
supernatural. See -NAT-. 

supernova (soo’/per nd/va) /suwpar'nowvd/ n. 
[count], pl. -vas, -vae (-vé) /-viy/. a nova millions of 
times brighter than the sun. See -Nov-. 
supernumerary (sōō/pər nöö/mə rer/é, -nyoo/-) 
/ suwpor'nuwmo,reriy, -'nyuw-/ adj., n., pl. -areies. —adj. 
l. being more than the usual, proper, or expected num- 
ber; additional; extra. —n. [count] 2. an extra person or 
thing. 3. a supernumerary official or employee. 4. one 
who appears in a play, opera, etc., without speaking lines 
or as part of a crowd; an extra. See -NUM-. 
sue-per-spow-er (sōō/pər pou/ər) /'suwpər,pawər/ n. 
[count] a very powerful nation, esp. one with important 
interests and influence outside its own region: China was 
expected to be the new emerging superpower. 
sueper-script (sõō/pər skript’) /'suwpər,skript/ adj. 1. 
written above. ~~. [count] 2. Also called superior. a let- 
ter, number, or symbol written or printed high on a line 
of text: The number 2 in the formula ab is a superscript. 
See -SCRIB-. 

sSu-per-sede (soo’por séd/) /,suwpar'siyd/ v. [~ + obj), 
-sed-ed, -sed-ing. 1. to take the place of (another), as by 
having more power, authority, effectiveness, etc.: This 
new drug will supersede all others. 2. to set (something, 
as a regulation) aside as being no longer in force: This 
new regulation concerning import fees supersedes the 
old one. 

sueper-sonsic (soo’par son/ik) /,suwpor'sonik/ adj. 1. 
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greater than the speed of sound waves through air. 2. 
capable of achieving such speed: a supersonic plane. 3. 
ULTRASONIC. See -SON-. 

sueper-star (soo/par star’) 
very prominent or successful person, esp. a performer or 
athlete who enjoys great fame and admiration: Suddenly 
the shy, retired professor became a superstar overmght 
on TV talk shows. 

superstition (sdo’par stish’an) /suwpor'stifon/ n. 1. 
[count] an irrational belief in something, esp. such a be- 
lief when it is based on magic: Some common supersti- 
tions involve a black cat crossing one’s path or, walking 
under an open ladder. 2. (noncount] a system or collec- 
tion of such beliefs: Baseball players place a lot of em- 
phasis on superstition. See -STIT-. 

su-per-sti-tious (sdoo’par sti”shas) /suwpor'stifas/ adj. 
1. of or relating to superstition; coming from supersti- 
tion: my silly superstitious fears. 2. believing in or full of 
superstition: He had become a superstitious fool, watch- 
ing for any sign from the gods that signaled his future 
chances for success. See -STIT-. 

su-per-struc-ture (soo’par struk/char) /‘suwpor,strakt- 
for/ n. [count] the part of a building, ship, or construc- 
tion entirely above its foundation, basement, or deck: 
The superstructure of the battle cruiser rose in the night 
sky over the Atlantic. See -STRU-. 

su-per-tank-er (soo/par tang/ker) /‘suwpor,tankor/ n. 
(count) a tanker with a capacity of over 75,000 tons. 

su-per-vise (sõō/pər viz’) /‘suwpor,vayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-vised, -viseing. to watch over and direct (a process, 
work, etc.); manage: She supervised the ESL program at 
the college. See -vis-. 

su-pereviesion (soo’/per vizh’an) /,suwpor'vizon/ n. 
[noncount] the act of supervising: a total lack of supervi- 
sion in that school. See -vis-. 

Su-per-viesor (sdo’/par vi/zer) /'suwpor,vayzor/ n. 
[count] a person who watches over, directs, or manages 
another or others. —su/per-vi/sorry, adj. See -vis-. 

supine (soo pin’) /suw'payn/ adj. lying on the back, face 
upward. 

supp., an abbreviation of: 
mentary. Also, suppl. 

sup-per (sup/ar) /'sapor/ n. 1. the evening meal, often 
the principal meal of the day, esp. one taken in the even- 
ing: [count): delicious meatless suppers. (noncount): 
Come over for supper next Monday. 2. [count] an even- 
ing social event at which a supper is served to raise 
money for a church, charity, etc.: a church supper. 
— Usage. See DINNER. 

sup’per club’, n. [count] a nightclub, esp. a small, lux- 
urious One. 

sup-plant (sa plant’) /sa'plent/ v. [~ + obj (+ with + 
Obj)] 1. to take the place of (another), as through force 
or tricks: to supplant the liberal premier with a former 
army man. 2. to replace (one thing) with something else. 

sup-ple (sup/al) /‘sapol/ adj., -pler, -plest. 1. bending 
easily without breaking; flexible: supple tubing. 2. show- 
ing ease in bending; limber, lithe, or graceful: supple 
movements. 3. easily able to adapt, as in one’s thinking 
or reactions to events: Her supple nature enables her to 
accept change. —sup/ple-ness, n. [noncount) —sup-ply 
(sup/lé) /‘sapliy/ adv. See -puic-. 

supplement (n. sup/la mant; v. -ment/) / n. '‘saplom- 
ont; v. -ment/ n. [count] 1. something added to com- 
plete a thing or to reinforce or extend something: The 
supplies at the depot were a supplement to what they 
had already brought with them. 2. something added to 
or issued after a publication that supplies further infor- 
mation, etc.: a supplement to an encyclopedia, 3. the 
amount by which an angle or arc falls short of 180° or a 
semicircle. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to complete, add to, or ex- 
tend by a supplement: The computer can supplement 
what has been taught in a classroom. —sup/ple-men/- 
tal, adj. 

sup-pleemen-ta-ry (sup/la men/ta rē) /,saplo'mentoriy/ 
adj. forming a supplement; additional: supplementary 
assistance. 

sup-pli-ant (sup/lé ant) /‘sapliyont/ n. [count] 1. one 
who supplicates. —adj. 2. of or relating to supplication. 
See -PLIC-. 

sup-pli-cant (sup/li kant) /‘saplikont/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to supplication. —n. [count] 2. one who supplicates. 
See -PLIC-. 
sup-pli-cate (sup/li kat’) /'‘sapli,keyt/ v., -cat-ed, -cat 
ing. to request or beg for something deeply and humbly 
(from someone): [no obj): the thousands supplicating for 
a chance at jobs. [~ + obj]: to supplicate the authorities. 


1. supplement. 2. supple- 
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—sup-pli-ca-tion (sup/li ka’shan) /,sapli'keyJSon/ n. [non- 
count): to make earnest supplication. (count): the Suppli- 
cations an official rnust deal with. See -PLic-. 


/‘suwpor,star/ n. (count) a supply (sə pli’) /so'play/ v., -plied, -ply-ing, n., pl. 


-plies. —v. 1. [~ + obj + with + obj) to furnish (a per- 
son, thing, etc.) with what is needed: These foods supply 
the body with necessary vitamins and rninerals. 2. [~ + 
obj (+ to + obj)] to furnish or provide (something 
needed) to a person or thing: The Aswan Dam supplied 
needed water to the region. —n. 3. (noncount) the act of 
supplying, furnishing, satisfying, etc. 4. [count] some- 
thing supplied: The storm cut off the city’s water supply. 
5. [count] a quantity or amount of something available; 
stock or store: The store carries a large supply of swim- 
wear. 6. [noncount] the amount or quantity of a product 
that is in the market and available for purchase: the laws 
of supply and demand in the capitalist systern. 7. [count] 
Usually, supplies. [plural] an amount or store of food or 
other things necessary for maintaining an army, busi- 
ness, or other enterprise: bringing supplies to the war 
zone. —sup-pli/er, n. [count] 

sup-port (sa port’, -port’) /so'port, -'powrt/ v. [~ + obj] 
1. to bear (a load, mass, part, etc.) from below; to sus- 
tain (weight, pressure, etc.) without giving way: He sup- 
ported himself by holding on to the wall. 2. to maintain 
(a person, family, etc.) with the necessities of existence: 
Is that enough money to support yourself? 3. to extend 
help, concern, etc., to (a person, one’s spirits, etc.) expe- 
riencing hardship: Her brother supported her during the 
tragedy. 4. to uphold by showing one’s agreement with 
or faith in (a person, cause, etc.); to defend: / support Iis 
nomination for president. 5. to provide evidence for; 
show to be true; confirm: His testimony will support her 
plea of innocence. —n. 6. [noncount) the providing of 
necessary means or funds for a person or family to live: 
He provides child support for his kids. 7. (noncount] an 
act or instance of supporting; the state of being sup- 
ported: to show support for our fired coworkers. 8. 
[count] something that serves as a foundation, prop, or 
brace to hold something up: The explosives ripped the 
cable car's two supports from the wire. 9. [noncount) 
backup in combat, as by air cover: We'll need more air 
support to protect the convoy. —adj. [before a noun] 10. 
(of hosiery) made with elasticized fibers that exert a de- 
gree of tension on the legs, thereby aiding circulation, 
etc.: support hose. —sup-port/a-ble, adj. —sup- 
port/er, n. [count] —sup-port/ive, adj.: She found the 
teachers very supportive regarding her learning disability. 
See -PORT-. 

support’ group’, n. [count] a group of people who 
meet regularly to support each other by discussing prob- 
lems affecting them in common, as alcoholism, death in 
the family, etc.: She joined a support group for fainilies 
of alcoholics. 

SUP*pose (sə pōz/) /so'powz/ v., -posed, -pos-ing, conj. 
—v. [not: be + ~-ing]1.[(~ + ( that) clause] to assume 
(something), as for the sake of argument: Suppose (that) 
you won a million dollars in the lottery. 2. to think or 
hold as an opinion; believe: [~ + ( that) clause]: What do 
you suppose (that) he will do? [no obj): Oh, | suppose 
(so). 3. [~ + ( that) clause] to believe or assume as true; 
take for granted: We all supposed that he had died in the 
crash. 4. [be + ~-ed + to + verb] to expect or require: 
The machine is not supposed to make noise. —conj. 5. 
Also, supposing. (used to put forward or evaluate some- 
thing to be considered as a possibility): Suppose (sup- 
posing) we do wait until tomorrow; what then? See -Pos-. 

sup-posed (sa pozd’, sə pd/zid) /sa'powzd, so'powzid/ 
adj. 1. assumed as true: the supposed site of Atlantis. 2. 
thought to be such, but not really so; imagined: The sup- 
posed gains would be outweighed by the costs. —sup- 
pos’/ed-ly, adv.: He was supposedly the best in the busi- 
ness. See suppose (def. 4). 

sup-porsi-tion (sup’a zish’an) /,sapa'zifan/ n. 1. [non- 
count] an act of supposing: Their accusation is pure sup- 
position on their part. 2. [count] something that is sup- 
posed; an assumption: suppositions about how the 
money was spent. See -Pos-. 

sup-press (sə pres’) /sa'pres/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to put an 
end to the activities of (a person, group, etc.): The gov- 
ernment suppressed any movement toward democracy. 
2. to hold back deliberately (an impulse or action): He 
had a hard time suppressing his anger. 3. to keep (a 
thought, memory, etc.) out of conscious awareness: / 
think you're suppressing your feelings of hostility. 4. to 
withhold (evidence, a book, etc.) or keep back from pub- 
lic knowledge: The president's office suppressed the re- 
lease of those figures. 5. to stop or arrest (a cough, 
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hemorrhage, etc.): fo suppress a cough. —sup-pres/- 
sant, 1. [count]: The doctor gave you a cough suppres- 
sant, —sup-pres:-sion (sa presh/an) /sa'prefan/ r. Crrou- 
court) See -PRESS-. 

suepra (soo/pra) /‘suwpro/ adv. (used in writing to refer 
to parts of a text that appear above the point of reading). 
Compare INFRA. 

supra-, prefix. supra- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “above, over; beyond the limits of’: suprana- 
tional; supraorbital. Compare SUPER-. 

su-pra-na-tion-al (sdo’pra nash/a nl) /,suwproa'nefoanl/ 
adj. above the authority or scope of any one national 
government, as a project or policy: a smpranationalt 
agericy. 

Su-pra-or-bit-al (sd0’pra Ôr/bi tl) /,suwpra'orbitl/ adj. 
situated above the eye socket. 

su-prem-a-cist (sə prem/a sist, sd6-) /sa'premasist, su-/ 
n. [count] one who believes in the supremacy of a partic- 
ular group, esp. a racial group: a white supremacist. 

suepremearcy (Sa prem/ə sé, Sd0-) /so'premasiy, su-/ n. 
[noncount] the state of being supreme. 

su-preme (sa prem/, sd0-) /sa'priym, su-/ adj. 1. [before 
a noun) highest in rank or authority; paramount; sover- 
eign: the supreme commander. 2. of the highest quality, 
degree, character, etc.: the supreme craftsmanship re- 
flected in that vase. 3. [before a noun) greatest, utmost, 
or extreme: the supreme sacrifice: giving np her life for 
another. —suepreme/ly, adv. 

Supreme’ Be/ing, n. (proper nonn; usually: the + ~) 
God. 

Supt. or supt., an abbreviation of: superintendent. 

Sur-, prefix. sur- comes from French, where it has the 
meaning “over, above, in addition”: surcharge; surname; 
Surrender. 

surecease (sûr sēs/) /sar'siys/ v., -ceased, -ceas-ing, n. 
—v. [no obj) 1. to stop doing some action. —n. [norn- 
count] 2. end. 

sur-charge (n. stir/charj’; v. sûr charj’, sar/charj’) / n. 
's3r,tfard3; v. s3r'tfard3, 'sar,tfard3/ n., v, -charged, 
-charg-ing. —n. [count] 1. an additional charge, tax, or 
cost added on to the usual charge: a surcharge on im- 
ported oil. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to force customers to pay an 
additional charge for. 

sure (shdor) /fur/ adj., sur-er, sur-est, adv. —adj. 1. (of 
a person) free from doubt as to the reliability, character, 
action, etc., of something: [be + ~ (+ offabont)]: Are 
you sure? —Well, I'm pretty sure. She was very sure of 
her facts. [be + ~ + (that) clause]: was sure (that) she 
had told him. 2. confident, as of something expected: 
[be/feet + ~ + Of]: They felt sure of success. [be + ~ + 
(that) clause]: He was sure (that) he wouldn't fait again. 
3. [be + ~] convinced, fully persuaded, or positive: to be 
sure of a person's honesty. 4. [before a noun] assured or 
certain beyond question: a sure victory. 5. [before a 
nonn) never missing or disappointing; unfailing: This in- 
vestment is a sure thing. 6. [before a nourn) allowing for 
no doubt or question: Those high clouds are a sure sign 
of snow. 7. [be + ~ + to + verb] destined; certain: It is 
sure to happen. —adv. 8. certainly; surely: Slre sure acts 
funny sometimes. ——Idiom. 9. be or make sure, to 
take care (to be or do as specified): [be + ~ + to + 
verb]: Be sure to set your alarm clock. (make + ~ + 
(that) clause]: Could you make sure (that) everything is 
OK with our checking account? 10. for sure, without a 
doubt; surely; for certain: We'd like to know for sure if 
you're on our side. 11. sure enough, Informal. as might 
have been expected; certainly: As soon as I bronght the 
car to the service station, sure enough the weird sound 
wert away. —sure/ness, n. [noncount] 

surerfire (shoor/fi'r’, shûr/-) /‘for,fay?r, 'far-/ adj. [be- 
fore a noun) Informal. sure to work: a surefire plan. 

sure-foot-ed (shdor/foot’id, shar/-) /‘for'fotid, 'far-/ adj. 
1. not likely to stumble, slip, or fall. 2. proceeding surely; 
unerring: a surefooted pursiit of success. 

sure-ly (shoor/lé, shur/-) /'furliy, 'fsr-/ adv. 1. firmly; 
without stumbling: He watked slowly but surety to the 
door. 2. inevitably or without fail: Things wilt surely falt 
apart. 3. undoubtedly, assuredly, or certainly: Surety she 
knows what she’s doing. 4. (used for emphasis, esp. 
when contradicting another statement) assuredly: Surely 
you are mistaken. 5. (used to answer a question) yes; in- 
deed: ‘May I wait inside?’—"Surely.” 

Sureeety (shddr/i tē, shdor/té, shůr/-) /‘forntiy, ‘fortiy, 
‘far-/ n., ph -ties. 1. something of value given as a 
promise to pay for loss, damage, or a debt: [moncount): 
offering her jewelry as surety. [count]: providing sone 
sureties against loss. 2. [count] one who has made him- 


self or herself responsible for another, as a sponsor or 
bondsman. 

surf (stirf) /sarf/ +. (roncourit] 1. the swell of the waves 
of the sea that breaks upon a shore: rougli surf during 
the hurricane. —v. (110 obj) 2. to go surfing. —surf/er, 
n. [count] 

sur-face (stir/fis) /'ssrfis/ r., adj., v., -faced, -fac-ing. 
=r. [court] 1. the outer face, outside, or exterior bound- 
ary of a thing: te surface of the asteroid. 2. any face of 
a body or thing: (he six surfaces of a cube. 3. (usually 
singular; often: the + ~] the outward appearance of 
something: Ou the surface it looked like a simple murder 
case, but it grew deeper and more mysterious. 4. the top 
part of a liquid or body of water: The submarine rose 
quietly to the surface. —adj. (before a noun) 5. of, on, or 
relating to the surface; external. 6. apparent rather than 
real; superficial. 7. of, relating to, or by land or sea: 
Serd that parcel home by surface mail. —v. 8. [~ + obj] 
to give a particular kind of surface to by covering: to sur- 
face the road with asphalt. 9. [no obj) to rise to the sur- 
face: The submarine surfaced ard switched on its radar. 
10. [no obj] to appear or emerge; turn up: New evidence 
has surfaced. See -FACcE-. 

surf-board (sirf/b6érd’, -bdrd’) /'sarf,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[count] 1. a long, narrow board on which a person 
stands or lies and rides the crest of a breaking wave to- 
ward the shore in surfing. —v. [no obj] 2. to ride a surf- 
board. 

sur-feit (sur/fit) /‘sarfit/ n. (count; usually singular) too 
much or too large of an amount; excess: a surfeit of 
speeches at the dinner. 

surf-ing (sur/fing) /'sarfin/ n. (norcount) the act or sport 
of riding the crest of a breaking wave toward the shore, 
esp. on a surfboard. 

surge (sûrj) /s3rd3/ n., v., surged, surg-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a strong, forward movement like a wave: the surge of 
the crowd toward the stadium. 2. a sudden, strong rush 
or burst: a surge of energy. 3. a sudden rush or burst of 
electric Current Or voltage: Protect your contputer against 
electrical surges. —v. [no obj] 4. to rise, roll, move, or 
swell forward in or like waves: Floodwater surged through 
the town. 5. to rise as if by a heaving or swelling force, 
as of strong feeling: She cornld feet anger surging 
through her body. 6. (esp. of electric current or voltage) 
to increase suddenly. 

suregeon (sûr/jən) /'s3rd3ən/ r. [count] a physician who 
specializes in surgery. 

sur-egerey (stir/ja rē) /'sard3oriy/ n., pl. -gersies for 4, 5. 
1. [noncomrt) the practice of treating diseases, injuries, 
etc., by performing medical operations or procedures, or 
the branch of medicine dealing with such: medical school 
courses in surgery. 2. (noncount] treatment, as an oper- 
ation, performed by a surgeon: You may not need sur- 
gery after all. 3. [noncount] any major repair or change 
produced as if by a surgical operation: Major surgery wilt 
be needed on those budget proposals. 4. (connt] a room 
or place for surgical operations. 5. [comrt] Brit. a doc- 
tor’s office. 

sur-gi-cal (sûr/ji kal) /'ssrd3ikal/ adj. 1. [before a noun] 
of, relating to, or involving surgery or surgeons: surgical 
procedures. 2. characterized by great precision: a surgi- 
cal air strike against the oil refineries. —sur/gi-calely, 
adv. 

surely (sir/lé) /'s3rliy/ adj., -liver, -lieest. rude, un- 
friendly, hostile, or bad-tempered. —sur/lieness, n. 
(rroncount) 

suremise (sar miz’; n. also stir/miz) /sor'mayz: m. ælsp 
'sarmayz/ v., -mised, -mis-ing, 1. —v. 1. to guess with- 
out strong evidence; conjecture: [~ + obj]: She sur- 
mised the truth about hint (~ + that clause]: She sur- 
mised that he was up for promotion. —n. [count] 2. an 
idea of something as being possible or likely. See -mis-. 

suremount (sər mount’) /sor'mawnt/ v. [~ + obj] to 
overcome; conquer: to surmount tremeridous difficulties. 
—sur-mount/a-ble, adj. 

surename (sur/nam/) /‘s3r,neym / r. [count] the name 
that a person has in common with other family mem- 
bers, as distinguished from a given name; family name. 

sur-pass (sor pas’) /sor'pws/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to go be- 
yond in amount, extent, excellence, or degree; be greater 
than: Sle surpassed alt the others. 2. to be beyond the 
range or capacity of; transcend: misery that surpasses 
description. —sur-pass/ing, adj. (before a nour): struc- 
tures of surpassing beauty. See -pass-'. 

sureplus (stir/plus, -plas) /'s3arplas, -plos/ n., adj, v., 
-plussed or -plused, -plus:sing or -plus-ing. —vr. 1. 
[cornnt] something that remains above what is used or 
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needed: a surplus of oil. 2. (noncount]) an amount, 
quantity, etc., greater than needed: the labor surplus in 
Sweden. —adj. (before a noun] 3. being a surplus: sur- 
plus wheat. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to treat as surplus; sell off. 

surprise (sor priz’, sa-) /sor'prayz, so-/ v., -prised, 
-pris-ing, n. —v. 1. to strike with a sudden feeling of 
wonder or astonishment, esp. by being unexpected: [~ 
+ obj]: Those sales figures surprised me! (It + ~ + obj 
+ that clause]: It surprised me that we had lost so much 
during the last quarter. 2. [~ + obj] to come upon or 
discover suddenly and unexpectedly: When her father 
came home early he surprised the young couple on the 
couch. 3.[~ + obj] to make an unexpected attack or as- 
sault on (an unprepared army, etc.): At dawn the regi- 
ment surprised the enemy in their barracks. —n. 4. 
[noncount] the state of being surprised, esp. at some- 
thing unexpected: filled with surprise at the sheer size of 
the house. 5. (court) something that surprises: She likes 
surprises for her birthday. 6. (noncount] an act or in- 
stance of surprising: Perhaps the element of surprise 
gave us the victory. —Idiom. 7. take (someone) by 
surprise, (take + obj + by + ~] a. to come upon with- 
out warning or unexpectedly: Our regiment took the fort 
by surprise. b. to astonish; amaze: Her low grades in col- 
lege took her parents by surprise, because she had al- 
ways done well in high school. See -PRIS-. 

sur-prised (sar prizd’, sa-) /sor'prayzd, so-/ adj. having 
or affected by a feeling of surprise: The surprised soldiers 
surrendered meekly. [be + ~ + (that) Clause): | was sur- 
prised (that) she would do such a crazy thing. [be + ~ + 
to + verb]: | was surprised to hear such anger in her 
voice. See -PRIS-. 

surepriseing (sər pri/zing, sa-) /sor'prayzin, sə-/ adj. 
causing a feeling of surprise: A surprising nuntber of stu- 
dents showed up for the lecture. [It + be + ~ + that 
clause]: It was surprising that so many students showed 
up for the lecture. —sur-pris/ingsly, adv.: Surprisingly 
few students showed up for the lecture. See -PRIs-. 

sur-reeal (sa ré/al, -rél’) /sa'riyal, -'riyl/ adj. having the 
strange, unreal feeling or quality of a dream; unreal; bi- 
zarre: a surreal situation of people starving to death 
while shiploads of food were only a few feet away behind 
barbed wire. See -REAL-. 

surrealism (sa ré/a liz’am) /sa'riya,lizam/ n. [non- 
count] (sometimes: Surrealism) a style of art and litera- 
ture that developed principally in the 20th century, 
stressing the subconscious (where dreams originate) and 
using imagery that relies on unexpected or chance effects 
or connections. —surere/al-ist, n. [count], adj. 

surrealistic (so ré/a_ lis/tik) /sa,riya'listik/ adj. 1. 
having the strange or unreal feeling or quality of a 
dream; surreal. 2. of or relating to surrealism. 
sur-ren-der (sa ren/dar) /so'rendar/ v. 1. [no obj; (~ + 
to + obj)] to give oneself up, as into the power of an- 
other, as by agreeing to stop fighting because of defeat: 
The enemy formally surrendered to the Allies. 2 | Se 
obj (+ to + obj)] to yield (something) to the possession 
of another, as after defeat: to surrender the fort to the 
enemy. 3. [~ (+ oneself] to give (oneself) up, as to the 
police: After twenty hours of a stalemate the gunman Sur- 
rendered (himself to the police. 4. {~ (+ oneself) + to 
+ obj] to give (oneself) up to some influence, Course, 
etc.: to surrender (oneself) to greed. —n. 5. an act or in- 
stance of surrendering: [noncount]: The Allies are trying 
to starve the country into surrender. (count): The enemy 
signed a formal surrender. See -REND-. 

sur-rep-ti-tious (sur/ap tish’as) /s3rop'tifos/ adj. ob- 
tained, done, made, etc., secretly; secret: a surreptitious 
glance at his watch. —sur/rep-ti/tious-ly, adv.: He 
glanced surreptitiously at his watch. See -RAPE-. 

surrey (sur/é, sur/ē) /'sariy, 'sariy/ n. [count], pl. -reys. 
a light, four-wheeled, two-seated, horse-drawn carriage, 
with or without a top, for four persons. 

sur-ro-gate (n. adj. stir’a gat’, -git, sur/-; v. -gat’) / n., 
adj. ‘s3ra,gceyt, -git, 'sar-; v. -,geyt/ n. (count) 1. a per- 
son appointed to act for another; deputy. 2. a substitute. 
3. SURROGATE MOTHER. —adj. 4. relating to, acting as, or 
involving a surrogate. See -ROGA-. 

sur/rogate moth/er, 1). (court) a woman who enables 
a couple to have a child by carrying to term an embryo 
conceived by the couple and transferred to her uterus, or 
by being inseminated with the man’s sperm and either 
donating the embryo for transfer to the woman's uterus 
or carrying it to term. 

surround (so round’) /so'rawnd/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to en- 
close on all sides; encircle: The presidential candidate 
was surrounded by adittirers. 2. to enclose so as to cut 
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off communication or retreat: The troops surrounded the 
village. 3. to exist around or accompany, attend: An aura 
of mystery surrounds her. 4. to Cause to be enclosed, 
encircled, or attended: He surrounded himself with 
friends. 

sur-roundeing (sa roun/ding) /sa'rawndin/ n. 1. [count] 
something that surrounds. 2. surroundings, [pluran 
things, circumstances, conditions, etc., that form one’s 
environment: /n such surroundings, how could he hope 
to live a normal life? —adj. [before a noun] 3. enclosing 
or encircling: Snow in the city and the surrounding sub- 
urbs. — Syn. See ENVIRONMENT. 

surtax (n, v. sûůr/taks/; v. also sur taks’) / n., v. 
'sar,tacks: v. also sar!taks/ n. [count] 1. an additional 
tax on something already taxed, esp. a graded tax on in- 
comes. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to charge with a surtax. 

surveillance (sər va/lans) /sor'veylons/ n. [noncount) 
a watch kept over someone or something, esp. Over a 
suspect, prisoner, etc.: under police surveillance. 

surevey (v. sər va’: n. sůr/vā) / v. sar'vey; n. ‘sarvey/ v., 
n., pl. -veys. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to consider or study in a 
general way: to survey a situation from all aspects. 2. to 
view in detail, esp. in order to know the condition or 
value of something: The inspector surveyed the building. 
3. to conduct a study of the opinions or thoughts of (a 
group of people): to survey TV viewers. 4. to determine 
the exact dimensions and position of (an area of land) by 
a series of measurements: to survey the land for the 
public park, —n. [count] 5. a general view, description, 
course of study, etc.: a survey of Italian painting. 6. a de- 
tailed formal or official examination or inspection, as to 
figure out condition, character, etc. 7. a. the act of sur- 
veying an area of land. b. a plan or description resulting 
from this. 8. a sampling of facts, figures, or opinions 
used to indicate what a complete analysis might reveal: 
Their survey of smokers suggests that many would like to 
quit. —sur-vey/or, n. [count] 

sureviveal (sar vi/val) /sor'vayvol/ n. 1. (noncount] the 
act or fact of surviving: survival of the fittest. 2. [count] 
something that continues to live or exist, as from an ear- 
lier time: Some of our social manners and customs are 
survivals from an earlier era. See -vIv-. 

surevivealeist (sər vi/va list) /sor'vayvolist/ n. [count] 
one who makes preparations to survive a widespread dis- 
aster or catastrophe, such as an atomic war, esp. by stor- 
ing food and weapons in a safe place. See -viv-. 

surevive (sar viv’) /sor'vayv/ v., -vived, -viv-ing. 1. to 
remain alive, as after the death of another or the occur- 
rence of some event; continue to live: [no obj): A few 
were killed but most survived. [~ + obj]: Most survived 
the explosion. 2. [~ + obj] to continue to live or exist af- 
ter the death of: She survived three husbands, living until 
the age of 105. 3. to continue to function or manage in 
spite of difficult circumstances or hardship; endure: [no 
obj]: Our company will survive, no matter what. [~ + 
obj): She's survived two divorces. 4. [no obj] to remain 
or continue in existence or use: How did some of those 
crazy ideas survive after all these years? 5. survive on, 
[~ + on + obj] to live or exist with just enough of 
(money, water, food, etc.) to continue: surviving on bread 
and water. See -viv-. 

surevievor (sar vi/var) /sor'vayvor/ n. [count] 1. one that 
survives. 2. Law. the one of two or more designated per- 
sons who outlives the other or others. 3. a person who 
continues to function in spite of difficulty: She's a survi- 
vor; she'll rebound from this. See -viv-. 

sus-cep-ti-ble (sa sep/ta bal) /so'septabol/ adj. 1. [usu- 
ally: be + ~ + to] allowing or admitting of some speci- 
fied treatment or response: /s the virus susceptible to 
treatment with drugs? 2. (be + ~ + to) sensitive to, 
easily moved by, or easily touched by some influence, 
agency, force, etc.: She's very susceptible to colds. 3. ca- 
pable of being affected emotionally: a susceptible young 
boy who cries a lot. —sus-cepeti-bil-i-ty (sa sep/ta bil/- 
i tē) /so,septo'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] See -cep-. 

susepect (v. sa spekt/; n. sus/pekt; adj. sus/pekt, sə- 
spekt/) / v. so'spekt; m. 'saspekt; adj. 'saspekt, so'spekt/ 
v. 1. to believe (something) to be the case; surmise: [~ 
+ (that) clause]: | suspected (that) he night have left al- 
ready, and I was right. (~ + obj): I only suspected it; | 
wasn't positive. 2. [~ + obj (+ of + obj)) to believe to 
be guilty, with little or no proof: to suspect a person of 
murder. 3. {~ + obj] to doubt or mistrust: / suspect his 
motives. —n. [count] 4. one who is suspected, esp. of a 
crime. —adj. 5. open to or under suspicion; not certain: 
He offered some suspect arguments and | knew they 
were wrong, but I couldn't quite pin down why. See 
-SPEC-. 
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sus-pend (sə spend’) /sa'spend/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to hang 
by attachment to something above, esp. so as to allow 
free movement; dangle: Suspend the swing from the tree 
branch. 2. to keep from falling or sinking, as if by hang- 
ing: to suspend particles in a liquid. 3. to keep unde- 
cided: /7/ suspend judgment until all the facts are in. 4. 
to put off, defer, or bring to a stop: to suspend a sen- 
tence for a misdenieanor, 5. to bring to a stop, usually 
for a time: He suspended payments on the car until it 
was fixed. 6. to remove (someone) from membership in 
or prevent (someone) from attending, usually for a lim- 
ited time, a job, school, club, etc., esp. as a punishment: 
suspended from school for drinking on school property. 
See -PEND-. 

suspend/ed anima/tion, n. [(noncount] a state in 
which the vital functions of the body are halted temporar- 
ily. See -PEND-. 

sus-pend-er (sə spen/dar) /sa'spendor/ n. [count] 1. 
Usually, suspenders. Also called, esp. Brit., braces. 
[plural adjustable straps or bands worn over the 
shoulders with the ends secured to the waistband of a 
skirt or a pair of trousers to support it: a pair of red 
suspenders. 2. Brit. a garter. See -PEND-. 

suspense (sa spens’) /so'spens/ n. [noncount] a state 
of mental anxiety and uncertainty, as in awaiting a deci- 
sion or outcome: The movie lias a lot of chase scenes, 
tension, and suspense. —sus-pense/ful, adj.: a very 
suspenseful movie. See -PEND-. 

Sus-pen-sion (sa spen/shan) /sa'spenfon/ n. 1. [non- 
count] the act of suspending; the state of being sus- 
pended: the suspension of belief until all the facts are in. 
2. temporarily keeping someone, or a group or team, 
out of a job, organization, school, etc.: (noncount): his 
suspension from baseball after repeated drug use. 
(count): The usual fines and suspensions won't prevent 
the fighting in our schools. 3. a. (noncornt) a state in 
which the particles of a chemical substance are mixed 
with a fluid but are undissolved. b. [count] a substance 
in such a state. 4. [count] something on or by which 
something else is suspended. 5. [count] something sus- 
pended. 6. [count] Also called suspen/sion sys/tem. 
the arrangement of springs, shock absorbers, etc., in a 
vehicle: Your car needs a new suspension. See -PEND-. 

suspen/sion bridge’, n. [cont] a bridge having a 
deck hung from cables anchored at their ends and usu- 
ally raised on towers. See -PEND-. 

SuS-piecion (sə spish’an) /sa'spifon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of suspecting: Suspicion was driving her jealous 
linsbarid crazy. 2. [cont] an instance of suspecting 
something or someone: / liave miy suspicions about who 
the spies are. 3. [noncount] the state of being sus- 
pected: We had you under suspicion for a while. 4. 
[cont] imagination that something is true, or is likely to 
be true; a notion: had a suspicion that the answer to hiis 
problem was in the owner's manual. 5. (count) a slight 
trace, hint, or suggestion: a suspicion of a smile. See 
-SPEC-. 

SsuS*pi-cious (sə spish’as) /sa'spifos/ adj. 1. tending to 
cause or raise suspicion: Her suspicious behavior near 
the submarine made the military police think she might 
be a spy. 2. likely or inclined to suspect, esp. inclined to 
suspect evil; distrustful: He was suspicious of strangers. 
3. expressing or indicating suspicion: a suspicious 
glance. —susepi/cious-ly, adv. 

suS-tain (sə stan’) /sa'steyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to support 
or bear up from below; bear the weight of: Can the 
bridge sustain the weight of all these trucks? 2. to un- 
dergo or suffer (injury, loss, etc.): The army sustained 
heavy losses. 3. to keep (a person, the spirits, etc.) from 
giving way, as when suffering trials, etc.: The thought of 
seeing his family again sustained him. 4. to keep up or 
going, as an action or process: to sustain a conversation. 
5. to supply with food, drink, and other necessities of life: 
The candy bars were just enough to sustain us until the 
rescuers arrived. 6. to uphold or support as valid, just, or 
correct: The judge sustained the lawyers objection. See 
-TAIN-. 

sustained (sə stand’) /sa'stcynd/ adj. kept going; con- 
tinuing; maintained. See -TAIN-. 
sus-te-nance (sus’te nans) /‘sastanons/ n. [noncount] 
1. the means of sustaining life; nourishment. 2. the 
process of sustaining; the state of being sustained. See 
-TEN-. 

Su-ture (soo/chor) /‘suwtfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a joining of the edges of a wound or the like 
by stitching; one of the stitches or fastenings used to do 
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this. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to unlte by or as if by a suture: fo 
Suture the edges of the wound together. 

svelte (svelt, sfelt) /svelt, sfelt/ adj., svelt-er, svelt-est. 
slender, esp. gracefully slender in figure; lithe. 

SW or S.W., an abbreviation of: 1. southwest. 2. south- 
western. 

swab or swob (swob) /swob/ n, v, swabbed, swab» 
bing. —n. [count] 1. a large mop used on ships. 2. a bit 
of cotton, sponge, or the like, often fixed to a stick, for 
applying medicine, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to clean with or 
as if with a swab: to swab the ship's deck. 4. to take up 
or apply (moisture, etc.) with or as if with a swab on (a 
wound): to swab antiseptic on the wound. 

swad-dle (swod/l) /'swndl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -dling. 
1. to bind (a newborn infant) with clothes to prevent free 
movement. 2. to wrap (anything) round with bandages. 

swagger (swad/er) /'swægor/ v. [no obj] 1. to walk or 
move about with a proud, arrogant, strutting manner. 
=n. [count] 2. a swaggering walk or manner; a showy 
display of too much pride or arrogance. 

swain (swan) /sweyn/ n. (conn 1. a male admirer or 
lover. 2. a country lad. 

swallow’! (swol/d) /'swolow/ v. 1. to take (food or liq- 
uid) down the throat with a muscular action: [~ + obj]: 
He couldn't swallow the meat. [no obj): | tried to swallow, 
but my mouth was too dry. 2. [~ (+ up) + obj] to take 
in so as to assimilate, absorb, or cause to disappear: 
He'll be swallowed (up) in a crowd if he goes to such a 
big university. 3. (~ + obj] to accept without question, 
suspicion, or opposition: He swallowed her lies about go- 
ing out for a drive. 4. [~ + obj] to keep in or suppress 
(emotion, pride, etc.): He swallowed liis anger and spoke 
quietly in reply. 5. [~ + obj] to take back; retract: /f he 
makes another statement like that I'll make him swallow 
liis words! 6. [~ + obj] to pronounce (words) poorly; 
mutter: She seems to swallow her words, especially at 
the ends of sentences. —n. [count] 7. an act or instance 
of swallowing: a nervous swallow before answering. 8. an 
amount swallowed at one time: one more swallow of this 
medicine. 

swallow? (swol’5) /‘swolow/ n. [count] a small, long- 
winged, fork-tailed songbird noted for its swift, graceful 
flight. 

swal-lowstail (swol/d tal’) /‘swolow,tcyl/ n. (count) 1. 
the tail of a swallow or a deeply forked tail like that of a 
swallow. 2. a butterfly having long hind wings. 

swam (swam) /swam/ v. pt. of swim. 

swami (swa/me) /'swamiy/ n. [comnt], pl. -mis. 1. (a ti- 
tle of honor given to) a Hindu religious teacher. 2. a per- 
son resembling a swami, esp. in authority or judgment. 

swamp (swomp) /swomp/ n. [count] 1. an area of wet, 
spongy land. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to flood or drench, esp. 
with water. 3. (of a boat) to (cause to) sink or be filled 
with water: [no obj]: The little boat was in danger of 
swamping. [~ + obj]: The next huge wave swamped the 
boat. 4. [~ + obj] to overwhelm: / was swamped with 
work. —swamp/y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

swan (swon) /swon/ n. [count] a large bird living by wa- 
ter, of the goose family, having a long, slender neck and 
usually pure-white feathers. 

swank (swangk) /swapk/ n., adj., -er, -est —n. [non- 
count) 1. very fashionable elegance, as in appearance; 
style. 2. arrogance or pretentiousness; swagger. —adj. 3. 
stylish or elegant: a swank Hotel. 4. pretentiously stylish. 

swanky (swang’ké) /'swæpkiy/ adj. -iser, -ivest. ele- 
gant or stylish; swank: a very expensive, swanky hotel. 
—swankiely (swang/ka lē) /'swænkoliy/ adv. —swank/ie 
ness, n. [noncount] 

swan’ song’, n. [count] a final act or farewell appear- 
ance: The outgoing president gave liis swan song. 

swap (swop) /swop/ v., swapped, swap-pinge, n. —v. 1. 
to trade or barter; make an exchange: [~ + obj]: They 
sat on the bench, swapping lies about the good old days. 
[~ + obj + for + obj): I'll swap my orange for your ap- 
ple. [no obj): You like my cookies and | like yourrs; let's 
swap. —n. [count] 2. an exchange: He got the radio in a 
swap. 

sward (sword) /sword/ n. [count] the grassy surface of 
land; turf. 

swarm (swôrm) /sworm/ n. [count] 1. a body of honey- 
bees that leave a hive and fly off together, accompanied 
by a queen, to start a new colony. 2. a great number of 
things or persons moving together: A swarnı of reporters 
descended on her. —v. 3. to move about, along, or to- 
gether in great numbers: [no obj]: The crowd swarmed 
around the winner. (~ + obj): The excited crowd 
swarmed the winner. 4 swarm with, (~ + obj) (of a 
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place) to have a great number of; to abound; teem: a 
beach swarming with children. ——Syn. See CROWD. 
swarth-y (swor/thé, -thé) /‘swordiy, -Oiy/ adj., -ier, -ie 
est. (of skin color, complexion, etc.) dark or darkish. 
swash-buck:ling (swosh/buk/ling, swOsh/-) /'swof- 
sbaklin, 'swof-/ adj. swaggering, dashing, full of adven- 
ture: a swashbuckling pirate. 

swas-tieka (swos/ti ka) /'swostiko/ n. [count], pl. -kas. 
1. a symbolic figure of ancient origin, consisting of a 
cross with arms of equal length, each arm then being 
bent at right angles in a uniformly clockwise or counter- 
clockwise direction. 2. this figure as the emblem of the 
Nazi Party and the Third Reich. 

swat (swot) /swot/ v., swat-ted, swat-ting, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to hit sharply; slap; smack: to swat a fly with a fly- 
swatter. —n. [count] 2. a smart blow; slap; smack. 
—swat/ter, n. [count 

SWAT or S.W.A.T. (as initials or swot) /as initials or 
swoU adj. (before a noun] of or relating to a special sec- 
tion of law enforcement agencies trained to deal with 
esp. dangerous situations, as when hostages are being 
held: a SWAT team. 

swatch (swoch) /swotf/ n. [count] a sample of cloth or 
other material. 

swath (swoth, swoth) /swn0, swo6/ also swathe, n. 
[court] 1. the space covered by the cut of a mowing ma- 
chine or other cutting device. 2. the piece or strip so cut. 
3. a strip, belt, or line of anything. —Idiom. 4. cut a 
(wide) swath, to make a conspicuous or striking impres- 
sion: With his money he could afford to cut a (wide) 
swath through the tipper aristocracy. 

swathe (swoth, swath) /swnd, sweyd/ v., swathed, 
swath-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to wrap, bind, or swad- 
dle with bands of some material. 2. to bandage. —n. 
(count) 3. a wrapping or bandage. 

sway (swa) /swey/ v. 1. to (cause to) move or swing 
from side to side: [no Obj]: swaying to the music. [~ + 
obj): The wind swayed the trees. 2. [~ + obj] to influ- 
ence (the mind, emotions, etc., or a person): The jurors 
were swayed by the lawyer’s appeal. —n. [noncount] 3. 
the act of swaying; swaying movement: the unsteady 
sway of the ferry. 4. dominating influence: He still holds 
Sway over a large bureaucracy. 

Swaezi (swa/ze) /‘swaziy/ n., pl. -zis, zi. 1. [count] a 
person born or living in Swaziland. 2. [noncount] an offi- 
cial language of Swaziland. 

swear (swar) /swear/ v., swore (swÔôr, SwOr) /swor, 
swowr/ sworn (sworn, sworn) /sworn, swowrn/ swear» 
ing. 1. [usually: not: be + ~-ing] to make a solemn 
statement, promise, or declaration by some sacred being 
or object, as a deity or the Bible: [no obj]: He swore on 
the Bible. [~ + (that) clause]: He swore (that) he would 
tell the truth. [~ + to + verb]: You swore to tell the 
truth. 2. to use obscene or profane language: [no obj]: 
He swore viciously when the driver cut him off. (~ + at 
+ obj): He swore at the driver who cut him off. (used 
with quotations]: “That’s all | damn well need!” he swore. 
3. [~ + obj + to + obj] to bind or make (someone) 
promise by an oath: They swore her to secrecy. 4. swear 
by, (usually: not: be + ~-ing; ~ + by + obj] a. to name 
(a sacred being or object) as one’s witness: / swear by my 
mother’s grave that what I'm telling you is true. b. to 
have great confidence in; trust in: Whenever he has a 
cold he swears by this mixture of tea, lemon juice, arid 
honey. 5. swear in, to admit to office or service by ad- 
ministering an oath: [~ + in + obj): The Chief Justice 
swore in the President. [~ + obj + in): to swear him in. 
6. swear off, [~ + off + obj] to promise (oneself) to 
give up (something): He said he Nad sworn off drugs and 
alcohol. 7. swear out, [~ + out + obj] to secure (a 
warrant for arrest) by making an accusation under oath: 
to swear out a warrant for his arrest. —swear/’er, n. 
[count] 

swear-word (swar/wiird’) /‘sweor,w3rd/ n. [count] a 
or used in swearing or cursing; a profane or obscene 
word. 

sweat (swet) /swet/ v, sweat or sweat-ed, sweat-ing, 
tt. —v. 1. [10 obj] to perspire, esp. freely: He was sweat- 
ing and his temperature was very high. 2. [no obj] to 
gather moisture from the surrounding air by condensa- 
tion: Tlie cold glass was sweating in the hot room. 3. (no 
obj) Informal. a. to work hard. b. to be anxious or dis- 
tressed 4. [~ + obj] to cause (a person, a horse, etc.) to 
perspire. 5. sweat off, to get rid of (weight) by or as if 
by sweating: [~ + off + obj): trying to sweat off a few 
pounds. [~ + obj + off): trying to sweat a few pounds 
off. 6. sweat out, Informal. to await anxiously the out- 
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come of: [~ + out + obj): The election is over; now we 
just have to sweat out the results. [~ + obj + out): to 
sweat the ordeal out. —n. 7. [noncount] the moisture re- 
leased from sweat glands; perspiration: Sweat was pour- 
ing down his face. 8. (noncount] hard work: Blood, 
sweat, and tears went into this house. 9. (count; usually 
singular] Informal. a state of anxiety or impatience: He 
was really in a sweat awaiting the results. 10. sweats, 
[plural] sweatpants, sweatshirts, sweat suits, or the like. 

sweat-band (swet/band/) /'swet,bend/ n. [count] 1. a 
band on the inside lining of a hat cr cap to protect it 
against sweat. 2. a narrow band of fabric worn around 
the head or around the wrists to absorb sweat. 

sweat-er (swet/er) /'swetor/ n. [count] a knitted piece of 
clothing, often like a shirt or jacket, in pullover or cardi- 
gan style, with or without sleeves. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 

sweat-pants or sweat pants = (swet/pants’) 
/‘swet pænts/ n. [plural] loose-fitting pants of soft, ab- 
sorbent fabric, such as cotton jersey, commonly worn 
during athletic activity for warmth or to induce sweating. 
See illustration at CLOTHING. 

sweat-shirt (swet/shart’) /‘swet fart/ n. [count] a loose, 
long-sleeved, collarless, shirtlike piece of clothing of soft, 
absorbent fabric, commonly worn during athletic activity 
for warmth or to induce sweating. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 

sweat-shop (swet/shop’) /‘swet,fop/ n. [count] a shop 
where workers are paid low wages and work for long 
hours under poor conditions. 

sweat’ sock’, n. [count] a sock made of thick, absorb- 
ent material and worn during sports, etc. 

sweat’ suit’, n. [count] an outfit consisting of sweat- 
pants and a sweatshirt or matching jacket. 

sweat-y (swet/é) /'swetiy/ adj., -iver, -irest. 1. full of 
sweat; giving off sweat: his hot, sweaty face. 2. causing 
sweat, as from being hard or difficult: /¢ was hot, sweaty 
work. 

Swede (swéd) /swiyd/ n. [count] a person born or living 
in Sweden. 

Swedish (swé/dish) /'swiydif/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Sweden. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by 
many of the people in Sweden. —n. 3. (plural; the + ~; 
used with a plural verb] the people born or living in Swe- 
den. 4. [noncount] the language spoken by many of the 
people in Sweden. 

sweep’ (swep) /swiyp/ v., swept (swept) /swept/ sweep: 
ing, n. —v. 1. to remove or clear (dust, dirt, etc.) with a 
broom, brush, etc., from (a room, floor, etc.): [~ + obj): 
He swept the floor with a broom. (no obj): He went on 
quietly sweeping while the customers argued. 2. to 
(cause to) move or (cause to) be driven by or as if by 
some steady force, as a wind or wave: [~ + obj]: The 
storm swept the boat out to sea. [no Obj): She swept into 
the room. 3. to spread quickly over or through (an area): 
[~ + obj): The call for change in politics was sweeping 
the country. (no obj): Those fashions swept through the 
country. 4. [~ + obj + of + obj] to clear (a surface, 
place, etc.): to sweep the sea of enemy ships. 5. [~ + 
obj] to search (an area Or building) thoroughly: The po- 
lice swept the building for drug dealers. 6. [~ + obj] to 
pass or draw over a Surface with a continuous stroke or 
movement: The painter swept a brush over lis canvas. 
7. [~ + obj] to direct a gaze, the eyes, etc., over (a re- 
gion, area, etc.): The lookout’s binoculars swept the hori- 
zon for enemy activity. 8. [no obj] to move or extend in a 
wide curve or circuit: His glance swept around the room. 
9. [~ + obj] to win all games in a series of contests: The 
team swept the last two doubleheaders. —n. [count] 10. 
the act of sweeping with or as if with a broom: Give the 
room a good sweep. 11. the steady, driving motion of 
something: the sweep of the wind. 12. a swinging or 
curving movement or stroke, as of the arm or an oar. 
13. a continuous extent or stretch: a long sweep of 
empty road. 14. a winning of all the games, prizes, etc., 
in a contest by one contestant. 15. CHIMNEY SWEEP. 
—Idiom. 16. a clean sweep, a thorough change, esp. 
by removing unwanted employees: The new commis- 
sioner promised to reform the department and make a 
clean sweep of the old bureaucracy. 17. sweep (some- 
one) off one’s feet, [~ + obj + off + one’s feet] to 
cause (someone) to fall in love or otherwise be over- 
whelmed: When they met he just swept her off her feet. 
—sweep/er, n. [count] 

sweep? (sweép) /5wiyp/ n. sweeps (def. 1). 

sweep-ing (swē/ping) /'swiypin/ adj. 1. of wide range or 
scope: sweeping Change. 2. (before a noun) very gen- 
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eral; very or too vague: sweeping generalizations. 3. [be- 
fore a noun] moving or passing over a wide area: a 
sweeping glance. 4. moving steadily and forcefully on: 
sweeping winds. 5. [before a noun] (of the result of a 
contest) overwhelming: a sweeping victory. —n. [count] 
6. the act of a person or thing that sweeps. 7. 
sweepings, [piura matter swept out or up, as dust or 
refuse. —sweep/ineely, adv. 

sweeps (swéps) /swiyps/ n. [count; used with a singular 
or plural verb] 1. a sweepstakes. 2. a period of time 
when surveys are taken to determine which radio or tele- 
vision shows are most listened to or watched: During the 
sweeps the networks put on shows most likely to attract 
viewers. 

sweep-stakes (swēpstāks^) /'swiyp,steyks/ also 
sweep/stake’, n. [count; used with a singular or plural 
verb] 1. a race, contest, or act of gambling in which the 
prize consists of the money contributed by the partici- 
pants. 2. the prize itself. 

sweet (swet) /swiyt/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. 
having the taste or flavor of sugar or the like: The coffee 
is too sweet. 2. not rancid or stale; fresh: sweet milk. 3. 
not salty or salted: sweet butter. 4. pleasing to the 
senses: sweet music; her sweet, soft voice. 5. pleasing or 
agreeable; delightful as a person or action: Our neigh- 
bors were so sweet, looking after our apartment while we 
were away. —adv. 6. in a sweet manner; sweetly. —n. 
[count] 7. sweets, [plural] very sweet foods, as pie, cake, 
or candy. 8. Brit. a. a piece of candy. b. a sweet dish or 
dessert. 9. a beloved person. —IJdiom. 10. sweet on, 
[be + ~ + on) Informal. infatuated with; in love with: 
She was sweet on the new boy in school. —sweet/ish, 
adj. —sweet/ly, adv.: She smiled sweetly at him. 
—sweet/ness, n. [noncount] 

sweet’ corn’, n. [noncount] 1. a kind of corn that has 
grain or kernels that are sweet and suitable for eating. 2. 
the young and tender ears of such corn. 

sweet-en (swēt/n) /'swiytn/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
sweet: [~ + obj]: Add some brown sugar to sweeten the 
mix. [no obj): As the wine ages it will gradually sweeten. 
2. [~ + obj] to make (the breath, air, etc.) sweet or 
fresh, as with a commercial product. 3. [~ + obj] to re- 
move sulfur and its compounds from (oil or gas). 4. [~ 
+ obj) Informal. to add to the value or attractiveness of 
(a business deal, proposal, etc.): The company sweet- 
ened its salary offer to her. —sweet/en-er, n. [count] 

sweet-heart (swét/hart’) /‘swiyt,hart/ n. [count] 1. ei- 
ther of a pair of lovers in relation to the other: Who is her 
new sweetheart? 2. [sometimes: Sweetheart] a. (used as 
a form of address and considered affectionate or famil- 
iar): Sweetheart, could you button this dress for me? b. 
(used as a form of address and sometimes considered 
offensive when used to strangers, subordinates, etc.): 
“Hey, Sweetheart, what are you doing after work?” 3. In- 
formal. a generous, friendly person: You're a real sweet- 
heart for picking that up for me at the store. 

sweet/heart con/tract, n. [count] a contract 
achieved through secret agreement between manage- 
ment and labor representatives and having terms that 
are not favorable for union workers. Also called sweet/- 
heart agree’ment. 

sweet-meat (swét/mét’) /‘swiyt,miyt/ n. [count] 1. (for- 
merly) a sweetened cake or pastry. 2. any confection or 
candy, as a bonbon, sugarplum, or candied fruit. 

sweet’ pea’, n. [count] a climbing plant of the legume 
family, having sweet-scented flowers. 

sweet’ pep/per, n. [count] 1. a variety of pepper hav- 
ing a mild-flavored, bell-shaped or somewhat oblong 
fruit. 2. the fruit itself, used as a vegetable. Also called 
bell pepper. 

sweet’ pota/’to, n. [count] 1. a Central American trail- 
ing vine grown widely for its sweet roots. 2. the root it- 
self, used as a vegetable. 

sweet/-talk’, v. Informal. to use sweet or pleasing 
words to (someone) in order to persuade; flatter: [~ + 
obj): At first | was opposed to the deal, but she sweet- 
talked us right into it. [no obj): He can sweet-talk as well 
as any salesman. 

sweet’ tooth’, n. [count; singular] a liking or strong 
desire for sweets. 

swell (swel) /swel/ v., swelled, swollen (sw0/lan) 
/‘swowlon/ or swelled, swelling, n., adj. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) enlarge in size or weight: [no obj; (~ + up)]: 
Her foot swelled (up) where the bee had stung her. [~ + 
Obj (+ up)]: Such a sting could swell the foot (up) to 
twice its size. [~ (+ up) + obj]: to swell (up) the foot. 2. 
[no obj] to rise in waves, as the sea. 3. to bulge out, as a 
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sail: [no obj; (~ + out]: The sails swelled (out) in the 
wind. [~ (+ out) + obj): The wind swelled (out) the sails. 
4. to (cause to) increase in amount, degree, force, etc.: 
[no obj): The ranks of the unemployed swelled to new 
heights last year. [~ + obj]: This economic policy will 
swell the ranks of the unemployed. 5. (no obj] to in- 
crease gradually in volume, as sound: The organ swelled 
up for the last bars of the hymn. 6. [no obj] to arise and 
grow within one, as a feeling or emotion: Pride swelled 
within her at the mention of her award. 7. [no obj] to be- 
come puffed up with pride: She swelled with pride. —n. 
[count] 8. the act of swelling, or the condition of being 
swollen. 9. a wave, esp. when long and unbroken, or a 
series of such waves. 10. an increase in amount, degree, 
force, etc. 11. a gradual increase in loudness of sound. 
12. informal. a. a fashionably dressed person; dandy. b. 
a socially important or well-known person. —adj. Infor- 
mal. 13. first-rate; excellent; of high quality; fine: a swell 
prize. 

swell-head (swel/hed’) /‘swel,hed/ n. [count] a vain, 
conceited, or overly proud person. —swell/head/’ed, 
adj. 

swelling (swel/ing) /‘swelin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a 
person or thing that swells. 2. a swollen part: The swell- 
ing on his head still hasn't gone down. 

swel-ter (swel/tar) /'sweltar/ v. [no obj] 1. to suffer from 
too much heat: We sweltered throughout the Summer. 
—n. [count] 2. a sweltering condition. 

swel-ter-ing (swel/tar ing) /‘sweltorin/ adj. 1. suffering 
from too much heat: The sweltering students could 
hardly keep their minds on their lessons. 2. showing or 
having too much heat: a sweltering classroom. 

swept (swept) /swept/ v. pt. and pp. of SWEEP. 

swerve (swurv) /swarv/ v., swerved, swerv-ing, n. —v. 
1. to turn aside suddenly or sharply in movement or di- 
rection: [no obj]: He swerved to avoid hitting the child. 
[~ + obj]: She swerved the car to avoid the stalled vehi- 
cle ahead of her. —n. [count] 2. the act of swerving. 

swift (swift) /swift/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. mov- 
ing or able to move with great speed: a swift boat. 2. 
coming, happening, or performed quickly: a swift deci- 
sion. 3. [often: be + ~ + to + verb] quick to act or re- 
spond: The president was swift to respond to the new cri- 
sis. 4. Slang. smart; clever. —adv. 5. in a swift manner. 
—n. [count] 6. a long-winged, swallowlike bird. 
—swift/ly, adv.: She ran swiftly ahead of the others. 
—swift/ness, n. [noncount) 

swig (swig) /swig/ n., v., swigged, swig-ging. Informal. 
—n. [count] 1. an amount of liquid, esp. liquor, taken in 
one large swallow. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to drink in a large 
swallow or greedily. 

swill (swil) /swal/ n. [noncount) 1. partly liquid food for 
animals, esp. kitchen garbage given to pigs or hogs. 2. 
any liquid mess or refuse; slop. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
drink a great deal of (something), esp. in a greedy man- 
ner: Swilling beer. 4. Chiefly Brit. to wash by rinsing or 
flooding with water. 

swim (swim) /swim/ v., swam, swum, swim-ming, n. 
—v. 1. [no obj] to move in water by using the limbs, fins, 
tail, etc. 2. [~ + obj] to move along in or cross (a body 
of water) this way. 3. [~ + with + obj] to be filled or 
flooded with a liquid: eyes swimming with tears. 4. [no 
obj] to be dizzy or giddy; seem to whirl: My head began 
to swim. —n. [count] 5. an act, instance, or period of 
swimming. —Idiom. 6. in the swim, alert to current 
affairs, social activities, etc. —swim/mer, 11. [count] 

swim-ming (swim/ing) /‘swimin/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
act of a person or thing that swims. 2. a competitive 
sport based on the ability to swim. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. used in or for swimming: a swimming pool. 

swim/ming hole’, n. [count] a place, as in a stream, 
where there is water deep enough for swimming. 

swim-minge-ly (swim/ing lē) /'‘swimigliy/ adv. excel- 
lently; very well: Things were going swinuningly for a 
while. 

swimsuit (swim/soot’) /'swim,suwt/ 77. BATHING SUIT. 

swin-dle (swin/dl) /‘swindl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. [~ 
+ obj (+ out of + obj)} 1. to cheat (someone) out of 
money or other valuable things: They swindled us (out of 
thousands of dollars). 2. to obtain by cheating or dishon- 
est practices: He swindled enough money (out of us) to 
fly to South America. —n. [count] 3. the act of swindling; 
a scheme involving swindling. 4. anything that involves 
cheating. —swin/dler, n. (count) 

swine (swin) /swayn/ n. [count], pi. swine. 1. a stout 
mammal having a disklike snout and a thick hide usually 
sparsely covered with coarse hair. Compare HOG, PIG, WILD 
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BOAR. 2. a rough, disgusting, or brutish person; a person 
evoking a feeling of contempt. —swin/ish, adj. 

swing (swing) /swip/ v, swung (swung) /swan/ swing: 
ing, n., adj. —v. 1. to (cause to) move back and forth, as 
something hanging or suspended from above, or to 
(cause to) move round and round or in a curve: [no obj]: 
The door swung open and in he came. [~ + obj]: She 
swung her arms as she walked down the street. 2. to 
move (the hand or something held) with a movement 
back and forth, forward and backward, or round and 
round: [~ + obj]: He swung the bat back and forth and 
waited for the next pitch. (no obj; ~ (+ at + obj)): He 
swung (at the next pitch) and missed. 3. to (cause to) 
move in a curve: [~ + obj]: | swung the car into the 
driveway. [no obj]: The car swung into the driveway. 4. 
to (cause to) hang or be hung freely, as a hammock: [~ 
+ obj]: They swung the hammock between two trees. 
[no obj]: The hammock swung between the two trees. 5. 
to move by holding a support with the hands and draw- 
ing up the arms: [10 obj]: He swung onto the balcony. [~ 
+ obj]: He swung himself up onto the roof. 6. Informal. 
to (kill or cause to) die by hanging: [no obj]: “F promise 
you, you'll swing from the highest tree!” the judge 
snarled at the convicted killer. [~ + obj]: The crowd 
wanted to swing him from the highest tree. 7. to (cause 
to) be changed or shifted, as one’s interest, etc.: [no 
obj): Public opinion swung in his favor close to the elec- 
tion. [~ + obj]: She hopes to swing public opinion in her 
favor with a new tax cut. 8. [~ + obj] Informal. to sway, 
influence, or manage as desired: fo swing a business 
deal. 9. [no obj] Slang. a. to be lively, fashionable, or 
trendy. b. to engage uninhibitedly in sexual activities. c. 
(esp. of married couples) to exchange partners for sexual 
activities. —n. 10. [count] the act or manner of swinging; 
the amount or extent of such movement; a curving 
movement or course. 11. [count] a moving of the body 
with a free, swaying motion. 12. [count] a blow or stroke 
with the hand or an object grasped in the hands, as in 
baseball: a smooth, effortless swing. 13. [count] a 
change or shift in attitude, opinion, behavior, etc.: a 
swing to his opponent in the last few weeks. 14. [non- 
count] active operation; movement forward; progression: 
to get into the swing of things. 15. [count] a seat hung 
from above by a loop of rope or between ropes or rods, 
on which a child may sit and swing to and fro for recrea- 
tion. 16. [noncount] a style of jazz often played by a 
large dance band. —adj. [before a noun) 17. capable of 
deciding the outcome or result, as of an election: the 
swing vote. —Idiom. 18. in full swing, operating at 
normal capacity; in full operation: The company was back 
in full swing when sales iniproved. 

swinger (swing’ar) /‘swinor/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that swings. 2. Slang. a lively, fashionable, or 
trendy person. 3. Slang. one who engages uninhibitedly 
in sexual activities, esp. one of a married couple who ex- 
changes partners with another married person for sexual 
activities. 

swing’ shift’, n. [count] 1. a period of work on a job, 
usually from midafternoon until midnight. 2. the group 
of workers on such a shift. 

swipe (swip) /swayp/ n., v., swiped, swip-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a strong, sweeping blow, as with a golf club: 
He took a swipe at the ball and missed. 2. a sideswipe. 
3. Informal. a critical, unkind, or cutting remark: During 
the debate the candidates took several swipes at each 
other. —v. 4. [~ + at + obj] to strike with a sweeping 
blow: She swiped at the fly and missed. 5.[~ + obj] In- 
formal. to steal: He swiped the candy from the counter 
and ran off. 

swirl (swarl) /swarl/ v. 1. to move around or along with a 
whirling motion; whirl: [no obj]: The water swirled down 
the drain. [~ + obj]: Sle swirled her hair in her fingers. 
2. [0 obj] to be dizzy or giddy, as the head: Aiding the 
roller coaster made niy head swirl. —n. [count] 3. a 
swirling movement. 4. a twist, as of hair around the 
head. 5. any curving, twisting line, shape, or form. 6. [u- 
Sually singular] confusion; disorder: Things were in a 
swirl at the office. 

swish (swish) /swif/ v. 1. to move with or make a sharp, 
whistling, or hissing sound, as a slender rod does when 
cutting sharply through the air: [~ + obj]: The music 
conductor swished his baton through the air. [no obj): 
Wher a cat's tail swishes, it can be a sigu of anger. 2. 
[no obj] to rustle or make a soft sound or movement. 
—n. [court] 3. a swishing movement or sound. 4. a stick 
or rod for flogging, or a stroke with this. 5. Slang (dis- 
paraging and offensive). a male homosexual whose ap- 
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pearance or mannerisms resemble a woman's. —adj. 6. 
Chiefly Brit. Informal. stylishly elegant; fashionable. 

Swiss (swis) /swis/ n., pl. Swiss, adj. —n. [count] 1. a 
person born or living in Switzerland. —adj. 2. of or relat- 
ing to Switzerland. 

Swiss’ cheese’, n. [noncount]) a firm, pale yellow 
cheese having many holes. 

switch (swich) /switf/ n. [count] 1. a slender, easily bent 
rod or stick, used esp. in whipping or disciplining. 2. a 
device for turning on or off or directing an electric cur- 
rent: Flip the switch and see if the power comes back on. 
3. a track structure for sending or directing trains from 
one track to another. 4. a turning, shifting, or changing: 
We had to make a switch in our plans. —v. 5. to connect, 
disconnect, redirect, or turn on (or off) (an electric circuit 
or the device it serves) by operating a switch: [~ + on/off 
+ obj): Switch on the light, please. [~ + obj + on/off): 
Switch the light off, please. 6. [~ + obj] to move or 
transfer (a train, car, etc.) from one set of tracks to an- 
other. 7. to turn, shift, or change direction: [~ + obj]: to 
switch the subject. [no obj]: Let’s switch to another sub- 
ject. 8. to change or exchange: [~ + obj]: She switched 
pocketbooks with her sister. [no obj]: She switched to 
another outfit for the dance. 9. [no obj] to move back 
and forth briskly, as a cat's tail. —switch/er, n. [count] 

switch-blade (swich/blad’) /‘switf,bleyd/ n. [count] a 
pocketknife, the blade of which is held by a spring and 
can be released suddenly, by pressing a button. 

switchboard (swich’bérd’,  -bdrd’) /'switf,bord, 
-,bowrd/ n. [count] an electronic unit on which are 
mounted switches and instruments used to connect tele- 
phone calls by hand. 

switch/-hit/, v. [no obj], -hit, -hit-ting. Baseball. to be 
able to bat from either side of the plate. —switch/-hit/- 
ter, n. [count] 

swiveel (swiv/al) /‘swivol/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a fastening device 
consisting of two parts, each of which turns around inde- 
pendently. 2. a pivoted support that allows something to 
turn around in a horizontal plane. —v. 3. to (cause to) 
turn around or pivot on or as if on a swivel: [~ + obj]: 
He swiveled his chair around. [no obj]: He swiveled 
around to see what was behind him. 

swiv’el chair’, n. [count] a chair whose seat turns 
around horizontally on a swivel. See illustration at OFFICE. 

swiz/zle stick’, n. [count] a small wand or straw for 
stirring alcoholic drinks and cocktails in the glass. 

swol-len (swō/lən) /‘swowlon/ v. 1. a pp. of SWELL. 
—adj. 2. made large by or as if by swelling: her painful, 
swollen foot. 3. overly proud or conceited: a swollen- 
headed boss. 

Swoon (swoon) /swuwn/ v. [no obj] 1. to faint; lose con- 
sciousness. 2. to enter a state of hysterical emotion or 
ecstasy: The teenagers swooned when the rock Star 
walked onto the stage. —n. [count] 3. a faint or fainting 
fit; syncope. 

swoop (Swoop) /swuwp/ v. 1. [no obj] to sweep down 
through the air, as a bird does upon its prey. 2. [~ (+ 
down) + on/upon + obj] to come down upon something 
in a sudden, swift attack: The army swooped (down) on 
the town. 3. to take, lift, scoop up, or remove with or as 
if with one sweeping motion: [~ + obj + up]: He 
swooped her up in his arms. [~ + up + obj]: He 
swooped up the child in his arms. —n. [count] 4. an act 
or instance of swooping. 

SWOP (swop) /swop/ v., swopped, swop-ping, 7. SWAP. 

sword (sord, sord) /sord, sowrd/ n. [count] 1. a weapon, 
typically having a long, sharp-edged blade attached to a 
handle or hilt. 2. [often: singular] this weapon as a sym- 
bol of military power, punishment, etc.: The pen is 
mightier than the sword. 3. [often: singular] military 
force or aggression, esp. war: to perish by the sword. 
—TIdiom. 4. cross swords, [no obj; ( ~ + with + obj)) 
a. to engage in combat; fight. b. to disagree violently; ar- 
gue: The two were crossing swords at the last meeting. 
He crossed swords with her yet again. 

swordfish (sdrd/fish’, sdrd/-) /'sord,fif, 'sowrd-/ n. 
[count], pl. -fishees, (esp. when thought of as a group) 
-fish. a large saltwater fish that may be eaten, having its 
upper jaw in the shape of a bladelike structure. 

sword-play (s6rd/pla’, s6rd/-) /'sord,pley, 'sowrd-/ n. 
[noricount) the action or technique of using a sword in 
fighting; fencing. 

swords-man (sôrdz/mən, s6rdz/-) /‘sordzmon, 'sowrdz-/ 
also sword’/man, s. [count], pi. -men. a person who 
uses or is skilled in the use of a sword. 

swore (swor, swōr) /swor, swowr/ v. pt. of SWEAR. 
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sworn (sworn, sworn) /sworn, swowrn/ v. 1. pp. of 
SWEAR. —adj. 2. [before a noun) having been taken un- 
der oath: a sworn statement that she was with him on 
the night of the murder. 3. bound by or as if by an oath 
or pledge: She was sworn to secrecy. 4. [before a noun) 
complete; unchanging: sworn enemies. 

swum (swum) /swam/ v. pp. of swim. 

swung (swung) /swan/ v. pt. and pp. of Swine. 

Syceasmore (sik’a mor’, -mor’) /'siko,mor, -;mowr/ n. 
1. [count] Also called buttonwood. a tree of E North 
America, having leaves shaped like the palm of a hand. 
2. [connt] a tree related to this. 3. [noncount] the wood 
of any of these trees. 

syc-o-phant (sik’a fant, -fant’) /'sikofont, -fænt/ n. 
[count] a self-seeking person who flatters others in 
power. —syc/o-phan-cy, n. {noncount) —syc-o-phan- 
tic (sik’a fan’tik) /siko'fa:ntik/ adj. 

syl-lab-ic (si lab’ik) /si'lawbik/ adj. of or relating to a syl- 
lable. 

syl-lab-i-cate (si lab/i kat’) /si'labi,keyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. to syllabify. —syl-lab-i-ca-tion (si- 
lab/i ka’shan) /si labi'keyfon/ n. [noncount) 

syl-labsi-fy (si lab’a fi’) /si'lebo,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, 
-fy-ing. to form or divide into syllables. —syl-lab-i-fi-ca- 
tion (si lab/ə fi kā/shən) /si leboafi'keyfon/ n. [noncount) 

syl-lasble (sil’a bal) /'silobal/ n. [count] 1. an uninter- 
rupted sound in speech having a vowel sound, or a 
sound nearly vowellike, sometimes together with a non- 
vowel sound: “Dog,” “eye,” and ‘sixths” are English 
words of one syllable; “doghouse” has two syllables. 2. 
the slightest portion or amount of speech or writing; the 
least mention: Don't speak another syllable; you've al- 
ready said too much. 

syl-lasbus (silə bas) /'silobas/ n. [count], pl. -bus-es, -bi 
(-bi’) /-,bay/. an outline of the main points of a speech, 
the contents of a course or class at school, etc. 

syl-lo-gism (sil’a jiz’am) /‘stla,d31zam/ n. [count] a logi- 
cal argument of a form containing three statements (two 
premises and a conclusion derived from them) in the se- 
quence: “All dogs are mammals; all terriers are dogs; 
therefore, all terriers are mammals.” —syl/lo-gis/tic, 
adj. See -Loc-. 

sylph (silf) /silf/ n. [count] a slender, graceful woman or 
girl. —sylph/ic, adj. 

syl-van or silevan (sil/van) /‘silvan/ adj. 1. of, relating 
to, or living in the woods. 2. made up of, or full of, 
woods or trees; wooded; woody. 

sym-, prefix. sym- is another form of the prefix syn-; it is 
attached to roots beginning with b, p, m: symbol; sym- 
phony; symmetry. 

syme-bi-oesis (sim/bē O/sis, -bi-) /;simbiy'owsis, -bay-/ 
n., pl. -ses (-séz) /-siyz/. 1. [moncount) the living to- 
gether of two very different or dissimilar living things, as 
when one living thing is a parasite or lives off another. 2. 
[count] any relationship that involves dependence be- 
tween two persons, groups, etc.: The press and the pres- 
ident have an odd symbiosis: Each may despise the 
other and yet each depends on the other. —sym-bi-ot-ic 
(sim/bé otik) /,simbiy'ptik/ adj. 

sym-bol (sim/bal) /‘simbol/ n. [count] 1. something 
used to stand for something else, esp. a material object 
representing something that cannot be touched: The ring 
was a symbol of his love. 2. a letter, figure, or other con- 
ventional mark naming or referring to an object, quantity, 
operation, function, etc., as in mathematics: fn mathe- 
matics, x is often the symbol for an unknown amount. 

symebol-ic (sim bol/ik) /sim'bolik/ adj. of or relating to 
a symbol; used as a symbol: Breaking the glass at a Jew- 
ish wedding is symbolic of the incompleteness of all joy. 
—sym-bol/i-calely, adv. 

sym-bol-ism (sim/bə liz’am) /'simba,lizom/ n. [non- 
count] the practice of representing things by symbols, or 
of giving ordinary things a symbolic meaning or charac- 
ter: the use of symbolism in poetry and art. 

sym-bol-ize (sim/ba liz’) /‘simba,layz/ v. [7 + obj). 
-ized, -iz-ing. to be a symbol of: The fox often symbol- 
izes slyness and cunning. —sym-bol-i-za-tion, (sim/’be- 
la za’shan) /,simbolo'zeyfan/ n. [poncount) 

sym-meteri-cal (si me/tri kal) /si’metrikol/ also Syme 
met/ric, adj. characterized by or showing symmetry. 
—sym-met/ri-cal-ly, adv. See -METER-. 

sym-mesrtry (simi tré) /‘simitriy/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
regular form or arrangement in size or shape of two 
parts or halves on opposite sides of each other, such that 
there is some correspondence between them: the sym- 
metry of the Imman body; the symmetry of a snowflake. 
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2. beauty based on or characterized by such regular 
form. See -METER-. 

sym-pasthet-ic (sim/’pa thet/ik) /simpo'Oetik/ adj. 1. 
having, showing, being based on, or feeling sympathy: 
He was a sympathetic listener, willing to help whenever 
someone had a problem. 2. in harmony or agreeing with 
one’s tastes, mood, or nature; congenial: a sympathetic 
companion, 3. [be + ~+ to/toward)) looking upon with 
favor: She is sympathetic toward the project. —sym/pa: 
thet/i-cal-ly, adv. See -PATH-. 

sym-pa-thize (sim/pa thiz’) /'simpa,OQayz/ v. [no obj; (~ 
+ with + obj), -thized, -thizeing. 1. to feel or show 
sympathy: Believe me, | can sympathize with her situa- 
tion, 2. to express compassion for someone in order to 
comfort: He tried to sympatlize with her over the loss of 
her father. 3. to have the same or similar feeling as (a 
person, group, etc.): They sympathize with the mayor in 
his frustration over working with the city council. 
—sym/pa-thiz/er, n. [Count] See -PATH-. 

sym:-pasthy (sim/’pa thé) /'simpaQiy/ n., pi. -thies, adj. 
=n. 1. [noncount) harmony of or agreement in feeling, 
as between two persons or on the part of one person 
with respect to another: There was inslant sympathy be- 
tween the two leaders as they met at the summit. 2. 
[noncount] the ability to share the feelings of another, 
esp. in times of sorrow or trouble; compassion; commis- 
eration: Thank you for your kind expression of sympathy. 
3. sympathies, [plural feelings or impulses of compas- 
sion or support: She's playing on his sympathies, claim- 
ing to be the one who is suffering, just as he once had to 
suffer, 4. [noncount] favor or approval; agreement: He 
viewed the plan with sympathy. —adj. [before a noun) 5. 
acting out of or expressing sympathy: a sympathy card. 
See -PATH-. 

sym-phoeny (sim/fa në) /'simfoniy/ n. [count], pl. -nies. 
1. a long musical composition for a large orchestra, usu- 
ally having four parts or movements. 2. anything having 
a harmonious or pleasing combination of elements or 
parts: a symphony of color. —symephon-ic (sim fon/ik) 
/sim'fonik/ adj. See -PHON-. 

Synyporsi-um (sim po/z@ əm) /sım'powziyom/ n. 
[count], pl. -sieums, -siea (-zé Ə) /-ziyo/. a meeting con- 
vened for the discussion of some subject, esp. a meeting 
at which several speakers discuss a topic before an audi- 
ence. See sym-. 

symp:tom (simp/tam) /‘simptom/ n. [count] 1. a physi- 
cal condition that arises from and accompanies a particu- 
lar disorder and serves as an indication of it: The symp- 
toms of this fu are aching joints, high fever, and 
stomach pains. 2. any action, condition, or circumstance 
that arises from or accompanies something else and 
serves as evidence of it: the symptoms of economic infla- 
tion. —symp-toemat: ic, (simp/ta mat/ik) /,simp- 
to'matik/ adj. See sym-. 

syn-, prefix. syn- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “with; together.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: IDIOSYNCRASY, PHOTOSYNTHESIS, SYNAGOGUE, SYN- 
CHRONIZE, SYNCHRONOUS, SYNONYM, SYNTHESIS. See SYM-. 

syn., an abbreviation of: synonym. 

synagogue or synagog (sin’a gog’, -gôg/) 
[sina gpg, -,gog/ n. [Count] 1. a Jewish house of wor- 
ship, often having facilities for religious instruction or 
serving as a community center. 2. a congregation of 
Jews for the purpose of religious worship. —syn-a-gog- 
al (sin’a gog/al, -gô/gəl) /,sina,gngal, -,g2gəl/ adj. 

Syn-apse (sin/aps, si naps’) /‘sinwps, si'neps/ n. [count] 
1. a region where nerve impulses are transmitted across 
a small gap from the end of one nerve cell to another 
nerve cell, or to a muscle. 2. Also called synap/tic gap’. 
the gap itself. —syn-ap-tic (si nap/tik) /st'naptik/ adj. 

sync or synch (singk) /sink/ 7., v., synced or synched 
(singkt) /sinkt/) syncing or synch-ing (sing’king) 
fsinkin/, —n. {noncount) 1. synchronization: The images 
and sound were out of sync. 2. agreement or harmony; 
harmonious relationship: The president has to stay in 
sync with the times, —v. [~ + obj] 3. to synchronize. 
See Syn-. 

syn-chro-nize (sing’kra niz’) /'sinkro,nayz/ v. [~ + 
obj), -nized, -niz-ing. 1. to cause to show the agreed 
upon time, as one clock or watch with another: Let's syn- 
chronize our watches and meet in an hour. 2. to cause 
to go on, move, operate, work, etc., at the same rate or 
speed or exactly together: The skating couple had to syn- 
chronize their movements perfectly. 3. to match the 
sound and action in (a filmed or taped scene). —syne 
chroeni-za-tion (sing’/kra na za/shan) /,sinkrano'zeyfon/ 
n. [noncount) 
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syn-chro-nous (sing’kra nas) /‘sinkronos/ adj. 1. going 
on at the same rate and exactly together; recurring to- 
gether. 2. GEOSTATIONARY: a synchronous orbit. 

syn-co-pate (sing’ka pat’) /‘sinko,peyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-pat-ed, -pat-ing. to subject (musical rhythm) to synco- 
pation. 

syn-co-pastion (sing’ka pa/’shan) /,sinks'peyfon/ n. 
[noncount] a shifting of a normal musical accent, usually 
by stressing the normally unaccented beats. 

syn-Ccorpe (sing’ka pe’) /'sinko,piy/ n. [poncount] 1. the 
shortening of a word by omitting one or more sounds 
from the middle, as in the reduction of never to ne'er. 2. 
brief loss of consciousness caused by a lack of enough 
oxygen-filled blood flowing to the brain. 

synediecate (n. sin’di kit; v. -kat’) / m. ‘sindikit; v. 
-keyt/ n., v, -cat-ed, -cateing. —n. [count] 1. a group 
of individuals or organizations that combine or cooperate 
in order to engage in business transactions or negotia- 
tions or some other undertaking: A syndicate is buying 
up all the stock of that business firm. 2. a group Or asso- 
ciation of gangsters controlling organized crime or one 
type of crime. 3. a. an agency that buys articles, stories, 
photographs, etc., and distributes them for publication in 
a number of newspapers or periodicals. b. a chain of 
newspapers. —v. 4. to combine or form (companies) into 
a syndicate: [~ + obj]: to syndicate companies. [no obj): 
agreeing to syndicate as a way to save money. 5. [~ + 
obj) to publish simultaneously in a number of newspa- 
pers or periodicals: Her column is syndicated in the Wall 
Street Journal and other important daily newspapers. 
—syn-di-castion (sin/di ka’shan) /,sindi'keyfan/ n. [non- 
count] 

syn-drome (sin’drom, -dram) /'sindrowm, -drəm/ n. 
[count] 1. a group of symptoms that together are signs 
of a certain specific disorder or disease: a baby suffering 
from Down's syndrome. 2. a predictable, characteristic 
pattern of behavior that tends to occur under certain 
circumstances: The empty nest syndrome affects parents 
when their children grow up and leave home. See syn-, 
-DROM-. 

syn-furel (sin/fydo/al) /'sin,fyuwoal/ n. SYNTHETIC FUEL. 

syneod (sin’ad) /'sinad/ n. [count] an assembly of church 
delegates that discusses and decides upon church affairs. 
synonym (sin/a nim) /'sinonim/ n. [count] a word 
having the same or nearly the same meaning as another 
in the language, as joyful in relation to elated and glad. 
See -ONYM-. 

syn-on-y-mous (si non’a mas) /si'nonomoas/ adj. of or 
relating to synonyms. See SYN-, -ONYM-. 

syn-ope-sis (si nop/sis) /si'nopsis/ n. [count], pl. -ses 
(-séz) /-siyz/. a brief statement giving a general view of 
some longer subject, or a summary of the plot of a 
novel, play, etc.: a synopsis of the plot of a movie. See 
SYN-, -OPTI-. 

syn-tax (sin/taks) /‘sintwzks/ n. [noncount] 1. the study 
of the patterns of formation of sentences and phrases 
from words in a lanquage and of the rules for the forma- 
tion of grammatical sentences. 2. the patterns or rules 
so studied: English syntax. —syn-tac-tic (sin taktik) 
/sin'taktik/ synetac/ti-cal, adj. 

syn-theesis (sin’tha sis) /‘sinQasis/ n., pl. -ses (-sēz/) 
/-siyz/, 1. [noncount] the combining of the basic 
elements of separate materials, things, ideas, or other 
components into a single or unified thing (opposed to 
analysis). 2. [count] a complex formed into a whole by 
this combining: His theory was a synthesis of different 
ideas. See -THES-. 

syn-the-size (sin/tha siz’) /'sinQo,sayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-sized, -siz-ing. 1. to make or form (something) into a 
synthesis: Doctors and scientists worked to synthesize a 
drug similar to the one produced naturally by certain 
South American plants. 2. to make (sounds) by a special 
machine or synthesizer. See SYN-, -THES-. 
syn-the-siz-er (sin’tha si/zar) /'sinOo,sayzor/ n. [count] 
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1. a person or thing that synthesizes. 2. an electronic, 
usually computerized device for creating or modifying the 
sounds of musical instruments. See SYN-, -THES-. 

syn-theteic (sin thet/ik) /sin'@etik/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to synthesis (opposed to analytic). 2. of or relating to 
compounds, materials, etc., formed through a chemical 
process by human agency, as opposed to those of natu- 
ral origin: synthetic drugs. 3. not real or genuine; artifi- 
cial; false or pretended: a synthetic chuckle. —n. [count] 
4. something made by a synthetic, or chemical, process. 
—syn-thet/i-cal-ly, adv. See -THES-. 

synthet/ic fu/el, 7. liquid or gas fuel manufactured 
from coal or extracted from shale or tar sands: [non- 
count]: research on synthetic fuel. [count]: tax incentives 
to develop different synthetic fuels. 

syphilis (siffa lis) /'sifalis/ n. [moncount] a venereal 
disease affecting almost any body organ, esp. the geni- 
tals, skin, brain, and nervous tissue. —syphiclit-ic (sif/a- 
lit7ik) /,sifa'litik/ adj. 

Syreican (sēr/ē an) /'storiyan/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
Syria. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Syria. 

syringe (sa rinj’, sirfinj) /so'rind3, ‘sirind3/ n., v., 
-ringed, -ring-ing. —n. [count] 1. a small tube with a 
narrow opening and a rubber bulb or other device for 
drawing in or squirting out fluid, esp. through a needle: 
the importance of clean syringes. 2. any similar device 
for pumping and spraying liquids through a small open- 
ing. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to cleanse, wash, inject, etc., by 
means of a syringe. 

syr-up (sirfap) /‘sirap/ n. [noncount] a thick, sweet liquid 
prepared for table use from molasses, glucose, etc.: She 
poured some syrup on her pancakes. 

Ssyr-upey (sirfap é) /'sirapiy/ adj. 1. of or resembling 
syrup: syrupy coffee. 2. overly sweet or sentimental: a 
syrupy smile; a syrupy love story. 

sys-tem (sis/tam) /‘sistom/ n. 1. [count] a collection or 
combination of parts forming a complex or single whole: 
an improved transportation system. 2. [count] an organ- 
ized body of methods or a scheme or plan of procedure: 
a system of government. 3. [count] an orderly, compre- 
hensive set of (often explanatory) facts, principles, and 
ideas in a given field: an economic system. 4. [count] 
any regular or special method or orderly plan of proceed- 
ing, working etc.: Whats your system for winning at 
poker? 5. [count] a. a combination of organs or related 
tissues in the body concerned with the same function: 
the digestive system. b. the entire human or animal body 
considered as a functioning unit: That ingredient is toxic 
to the system. 6. [count] one’s psychological makeup, 
esp. when referring to desires or preoccupations: Now 
that you've gotten that out of your system, can we please 
continue without arguing? 7. (count; usually singular; of- 
ten: the + ~ sometimes: System] the major authority in 
a society, business, etc., or in society in general: trying to 
beat the system (= trying to overcorne conventional 
rules or procedures, a bureaucracy, etc., to achieve some 
goal or secure some advantages). 

sys-temeat-ic (sis/ta matik) /sisto'mwetik/ also sys/- 
tem-at/i-cal, adj. 1. having, showing, or involving a 
system: a systematic campaign to change the law. 2. us- 
ing a system or method; methodical: a systematic per- 
son. —sys/temeat/i-cal-ely, adv.: systematically went 
through the pile of mail on her desk. 

sys-temea-tize (sis’ta mə tiz’) /'sistamo,tayz/ v. [~ + 
obj], -tized, -tiz-ing. to arrange in a system; reduce to a 
system; make systematic: trying to systematize all the 
books. 

sys-temeic (si stem/ik) /si'stemik/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to a system. 2. relating to, affecting, or circulating 
through the entire body: systemic disease. —sys-tem/i- 
cally, adv. 

sys/tems analysis, n. [noncount] the careful or me- 
thodical study of the data-processing needs of a business 
or project. —sys’tems an/alyst, n. [count] 


T, t (tē) /tiy/ n. [count], pl. Ts or T's, ts or t's. 1. the 
20th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 
—Idiom. 2. to a T or tee, exactly; perfectly: That de- 
scription of the thug fits him to a T. 

't, a shortened form of it, before or after a verb, as in 
‘twas, ‘tis. 

T., an abbreviation of: 1. tablespoon. 2. Tuesday. 

t., an abbreviation of: 1. teaspoon; teaspoonful. 2. tem- 
perature. 3. time. 4. ton. 5. transitive. 

tab (tab) /tæb/ n., v., tabbed, tab-bing. —n. [count] 1. a 
small flap, strap, or loop, as on a piece of clothing, used 
for pulling, hanging, or decoration: tabs on the jacket 
collar. 2. a small projection from a card or folder, used 
as an aid in filing: The tab on the file folder was labeled 
“Top Secret.” 3. Informal. a bill; check: She promised to 
pick up (= pay) the tab for dinner. 4. a. a typewriter stop 
or computer command that moves the carriage, cursor, 
or printing element a predetermined number of spaces. 
b. the key that activates such a stop or command. —v. 5. 
[~ + obj) to furnish or ornament with tabs. 6. [~ + obj 
+ obj] to give a name to; to designate (someone) as 
something: They tabbed him “the coward of the com- 
pany.” 7. (no obj) to operate the tab function on a type- 
writer or computer: Tab to the right a few times. 
—Idiom. 8. keep tab(s) on, [~ + obj] to keep a watch 
over: Keep tabs on what he spends for equipment. 

tab-by (tab/é) /‘tawbiy/ n. (count), pl. -bies. 1. a cat with 
a striped coat. 2. a domestic cat, esp. a female one. 

tab-erenacele (tab/er nak/al) /'tæbər,nækəl/ n. [count] 
1. a house of worship, esp. for a large congregation. 2. 
(often: Tabernacle] the portable tentlike structure used 
as a piace of worship by the ancient Israelites. 3. an or- 
namental box for keeping the Eucharist. 

ta-ble (tā/bəl) /‘tcybal/ n., v., -bled, -bling, adj. —n. 
(count) 1. a piece of furniture consisting of a flat top sup- 
ported on one or more legs: a table and four chairs for 
the dining room. See illustration at APARTMENT. 2. Such a 
piece of furniture used for serving food to those seated at 
it: a table for two at the Café Boeuf. 3. a group of people 
at a table, as for a meal or a game: had the whole table 
laughing at his jokes. 4. a short, brief list or guide: a ta- 
ble of contents. 5. an arrangement of words, numbers, 
or signs displaying a set of facts in a compact form: the 
periodic table (of the chemical elements). —v. [~ + obj] 
6. to lay aside (a bill, etc.) for future discussion: The 
committee couldn't reach agreement and decided to ta- 
ble the bill. —adj. 7. of, relating to, or suitable for a ta- 
ble: a table lamp. —-Idiom. 8. on the table, (of a point 
or issue to be discussed) open for discussion or negotia- 
tion: The union refused to put the issue of job layoffs on 
the table; to them it was not negotiable. 9. turn the 
tables, [no obj; (~ + on + obj)] to reverse an unfavora- 
ble situation, esp. by gaining the advantage over an op- 
ponent: They turned the tables on the enerny by counter- 
attacking at dawn. 10. under the table, secretly, and 
often dishonestly; covertly: He slipped the customs offi- 
cials some money under the table. 

tab-leau (ta biG’, tab/ld) /ta'blow, 'tablow/ n. [count], 
pl. tab-leaux (ta blōz/, tab/l6z) /tw'blowz, ‘teblowz/ 
tab-leaus. a representation of a scene, etc., by people in 
costume. 

tablecloth (ta/bal klôth/, -kloth’) /‘tceybal,klo8, -,kln6/ 
n. [count] a cloth for covering the top of a table, esp. 
during a meal. See illustration at RESTAURANT. 

ta-ble d'hôte (tä/bəl dot’) /'ta'bol dowt/ n. [count], pl. 
ta-bles d'hôte (tä/bəlz) /'tabəlz/. a meal consisting of 
courses decided on beforehand and served at a fixed 
time and price to the guests at a hotel or restaurant. 

ta’ble-hop’, v. [no obj], -hopped, -hop-ping. to move 
about in a restaurant, etc., chatting with people at the 
tables. —ta’ble-hop’per, n. (count) 

ta-ble-land (ta/bal land’) /'teybəl,lænd/ n. plateau (def. 
1). 

ta-ble-spoon (tā/bəl spddn’) /'teybəl,spuwn/ n. [count] 
1. a large spoon used in serving food. 2. a cooking 
measure equal to 1/2 fluid ounce (14.8 ml). —ta/ble- 
spoon-ful’, n. [count], pl. -fuls. 

tab-let (tab/lit) /tæblt/ n. [count] 1. a small, flat piece 
of a solid, as of a drug: two tablets of aspirin. 2. a num- 
ber of sheets of writing paper, etc., fastened together at 
the edge; pad. 3. a flat slab or surface, esp. one with an 
inscription on it; a plaque: clay tablets with hieroglyphics. 

ta/ble ten/nis, n. [noncount] a game resembling ten- 
nis, played on a table with small paddles and a hollow 
plastic ball. 

tableware (tā/bəl war’) /'teybəl,weor/ n. [noncount] 
the dishes, spoons, knives, forks, etc., used at the table. 


tab-loid (tab/loid) /‘tebloyd/ n. [count] 1. a newspaper 
about half the size of an ordinary newspaper, usually with 
many pictures and often featuring sensational stories. 
—adj. (before a noun] 2. sensational: tabloid journalism. 

ta-boo (ta bdo’, ta-) /ta'buw, ta-/ adj., n., pl. -boos. 
—adj. 1. forbidden by society because improper or unac- 
ceptable: taboo words. 2. set apart as sacred; forbidden 
for general use: The temple was taboo for anyone not in- 
itiated. —n. [count] 3. the action or custom of forbidding 
something improper: It was once a taboo to discuss 
pregnancy on television. 4. the system or practice of set- 
ting things apart as sacred or forbidden for general use. 

tab-uelar (tab’ya lar) /‘tabyalor/ adj. (before a noun] of 
or arranged in a table, as in columns and rows: The ap- 
pendix contains this information in tabular form. 

tab-u-late (tab’ya lat’) /‘twbyaleyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-lat-ed, -lat-ing. to arrange (numbers, facts, etc.) in tab- 
ular form. —tab-u-la-tion (tab’ya lā/shən) 
/tabyoa'leyfan/ n. (noncount] —tab/uela/tor, n. (count) 

ta-chom-e-ter (ta kom/i tər, ta-) /tw'knmitor, ta-/ n. 
[count] an instrument for indicating speed of rotation: 
The tachometer showed 2000 revolutions per second. 

tac-it (tas/it) /‘tesit/ adj. 1. understood without being 
expressed; implied: He gave his tacit approval. 2. silent: 
saying nothing: a tacit partner. —tac/it-ly, adv. —tac/it- 
ness, n. (noncoung 

tacei-turn (tas/i tirn’) /'tæsi,t3rn/ adj. 1. usually keep- 
ing silent; not saying much: a taciturn gentleman. 2. 
stern and silent in expression and manner: The nen 
were taciturn, thinking about the rnission ahead. —taceie 
tureniety (tas/i tur/ni tē) /,tasi'tarnitiy/ n. [noncount] 
—tac/i-turn/ly, adv. 

tack (tak) /twk/ n. 1. [count] a short, sharp-pointed nail 
with a broad, flat head: Harnmer a few tacks into the rug. 
2. a course of action, esp. one differing from another 
course: [count]: He took the wrong tack. [noncount]: to 
change tack and try something else. 3. (count) the direc- 
tion taken by a sailing vessel when sailing at an angle 
against the wind. 4. [count] a long stitch to fasten seams 
before sewing. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to fasten with tacks: 
tacked a notice onto the door. 6. [~ + obj] to secure by 
temporary fastening, as before sewing. 7. to attach as 
something extra; append: [~ + on + obj): He tacked on 
a conclusion to his paper. (~ + obj + on): to tack it on 
at the end. 8. to change the course of a sailing vessel to 
a different direction: [no obj]: to tack against the wind. 
[~ + obj): to tack the sailboat against the wind. 
—tack/er, n. [count] 

tackle (tak/al; for 2, 3 ta/kal) /'tækəl; for 2, 3 !teykəl/ 
n., v., -led, -ling. —n. 1. [noncount] equipment for fish- 
ing: fishing tackle. 2. any system for lifting or lowering 
objects that uses pulleys, ropes, and blocks: [count]. a 
heavy-duty tackle for lowering cargo. [noncount]. moving 
tackle into position to hoist the gear aboard. 3. [non- 
count] the gear and ropes or rigging of a ship. 4. [count 
an act of tackling, as in football. 5. either of the linemen 
in football: [count]: One of the tackles went to his right 
and blocked for the running back. (noncount]: He played 
tackle for Illinois. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to work with or begin 
work On (something), so as to handle or solve it: fo 
tackle a problern. 7. to seize, stop, or throw down (a 
ballcarrier) in football: [~ + obj]: The quarterback was 
tackled. [no obj): Our tearn has to tackle better. 8. [~ + 
obj) to seize (someone) suddenly, esp. to stop him or 
her: tackled the intruder. —tack/ler, n. (count) 

tack-y' (tak/é) /'tækiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. sticky to the 
touch; adhesive: a tacky surface. —tack/ieness, n. (non- 
count] 

tacky? (tak/é) /‘twkiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. not tasteful 
or fashionable; dowdy: a tacky outfit. 2. in poor taste; 
vulgar; improper: tacky jokes. 3. of poor quality; shoddy: 
a tacky car. 4. shabby; seedy: a tacky old rnotel. 
—tack/i-ness, n. (noncount) 

taco (tä/kō) /takow/ n. [count], pl. -cos. a fried tortilla 
folded over and filled, with chopped meat, tomatoes, 
cheese, lettuce, and hot sauce. 

tact (takt) /tækt/ n. [noncount] a sense of what to say or 
do so as to avoid giving offense: Sometimes she has no 
tact. —tact/ful, adj. —tact/fulely, adv. —tact/less, 
adj.: a few tactless remarks. —tact/less-ly, adv. 


-tact- to take 


-tact-, root. -tact- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “touch.” This nieaning is found in such words 
aS: CONTACT, INTACT, TACT, TACTILE. 

tacetic (tak/tik) /twktk/ n. [comit] a course of action to 
achieve one’s goal: a sart tactic to get tlie job. 

tac-tics (tak/tiks) /teektiks/ u. 1. [nonconut; used with a 
singular verb] the science of arranging and maneuvering 
military or naval forces: Tactics has always beer their 
strong point in making war. 2. (plural; used with a plural 
verb] the maneuvers themselves: slaslı-and-burn tactics. 
3. [plural; used with a plural verb) maneuvers for gaining 
advantage: Her tactics were to divide liis friends and 
therefore strengthen lier own position —tac/ti-cal, adj. 
—tac/ti-cal-ly, adv. —tac-tiecian (tak tish’an) /tæk- 
‘tifon/ nu. [count] 

tac-tile (taktil, -til) /tæktil, -tayl/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to the sense of touch. 2. felt by the touch; tangible. See 
-TACT-. 

tad (tad) /twd/ n. [comt] Informal. 1. a small child, esp. 
a boy. 2. [usually singular; a + ~) a small amount or 
degree; bit: Move a tad to the riglit. 

tad-pole (tad’pdl) /‘twdpowl/ n. [count] the larva of 
frogs and toads, living in water, having internal gills and 
a tail. 

taf-fe-ta (tafi ta) /tefits/ n. [nonconnt] 1. a smooth, 
crisp fabric of silk or other fibers, for making women’s 
clothes. —adj. [before a rout) 2. of or resembling taf- 
feta. 

taf-fy (taf”é) /tafiy/ n., pl. -fies. a chewy candy made of 
sugar or molasses boiled down: [nonconnt)]: pieces of 
taffy sticking to lier teeth. [court]: some taffies for a 
snack. 
tag’ (tag) /tæg/ n., v., tagged, tag-ging. —r. (count) 1. 
a piece of paper, etc., attached to something as a 
marker: a price tag. 2. a small loosely attached part. 3. a 
tip at the end of a shoelace or cord. 4. a symbol indicat- 
ing the beginning or end of a unit of information in an 
electronic document. 5. a descriptive word or phrase ap- 
plied to a person, group, etc., as a label or identifier. 
—v. 6. [~ + obj] to provide with a tag; attach a tag to: 
tagged the garments with the wrong prices. 7.(~ + obj) 
to append as an addition or afterthought. 8. [~ + obj + 
obj) to give a name to; label: tagged the boss “No-Neck.” 
9. [~ + obj] to give a traffic ticket to: tagged for speed- 
ing. 10. [no obj to follow closely: The child always 
tagged along behind his big brother. —tag/ger, n. 
{court] 
tag’ (tag) /txg/ n., v., tagged, tag-ging. —n. 1. [nor- 
count) a children’s game in which one player chases the 
others in an effort to touch one of them, who then be- 
comes the one to chase the others: to play a game of 
tag. 2. [court] an act or instance of tagging a runner in 
baseball. —v. [~ + obj 3. to touch in or as if in the 
game of tag: Slie tagged you, so now your're “it"(= You 
now get to chase the others). 4. to put out (a runner) in 
baseball by touching the runner (or the base) with the 
ball held in the hand or glove. —tag/’ger, n. [coint) 
tail (tal) /teyl/ n. [count] 1. the hindmost part of an ani- 
mal, esp. the part that forms a distinct, flexible growth on 
the trunk: Tie dog wagged its tail. 2. something sug- 
gesting this: te tail of a comet. 3. Also, tails. [pluran 
the side of a coin that does not have a face of a person 
on it (opposed to lead). 4. the rear portion of an air- 
plane or the like. 5. tails, [plnra a. the skirts at the 
back of a coat. b. men’s formal clothing. 6. Slang. the 
buttocks or rump. 7. ope who trails another, as a detec- 
tive or spy. 8. a final or concluding part; end. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 9. coming from behind: a tail breeze. 10. 
being in the back or rear: a fail gun on a B-17. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 11. to follow in order to prevent escape or in or- 
der to observe: The FBI tailed the suspect to his homie. 
—Idiom. 12. turn tail, to run away from difficulty, etc.; 
flee: The soldiers turned tail. 13. with one’s tail be- 
tween one’s legs, completely defeated or humiliated. 
—tail/less, adj. 

-tail-, root. -tail- comes from French and ultimately from 
Latin, where it has the meaning “cut.” This meaning is 
found in such words as: CURTAIL, DETAIL, ENTAIL, RETAIL, TAI- 
LOR. 

tail” coat’ or tail’coat’, n. [comt] a man’s formal 
coat, with a pair of long pieces behind. Also called tails. 
tailgate (tal/gat’) /‘tcyl,geyt/ n., v., -gat-ed, -gat-ing, 
adj. —n. (count) 1. a gate at the back of a wagon, truck, 
etc., that can be removed or let down for loading or un- 
loading. —v. 2. to drive dangerously close to the rear of 
another vehicle: [0 obj): Some jerk behind us is tailgat- 
ing. [~ + obj): The truck tailgated the little car. 3. [no 
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obj] to have a picnic on a tailgate, esp. of a station 
wagon: tailgating before the big game. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. set up on a tailgate or near an automobile, as in 
a parking lot: a tailgate picnic. —tail/gat/er, n. {count) 

taillight (tal/lit”) /‘teyl,layt/ n. (count) a light at the rear 
of an automobile, etc. 

tai-lor (tā/lər) /‘teylor/ n. [count] 1. one whose occupa- 
tion is the making, mending, or altering of clothes. —v. 
2. to make by tailor's work: [~ + obj]: to tailor the gar- 
mient to fit. [no obj]: to make a living at tailoring. 3. {7 
+ obj] to adapt so as to adjust to a purpose, need, etc.: 
skilled at tailoring the facts and figures for his own ends. 
See -TAIL-. 

tailpipe (tal’pip’) /‘teyl,payp/ n. [count] an exhaust 
pipe at the rear of a vehicle or aircraft: The tailpipe was 
giving off black smoke. 

tailspin (tal’spin’) /'tcyl,spin/ n., v., -spinned, -spin- 
ning. —n. [connt] 1. a spin of an airplane when it is out 
of control and falling rapidly. 2. a sudden collapse into 
failure; a severe downturn: The econonty went into an- 
other tailspin. —v. [no obj] 3. to take or experience a 
sudden and dramatic downturn. 

-tain-, root. -tain- comes from French and ultimately 
from Latin, where it has the meaning “hold.” It is related 
to the root -TEN-. This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ABSTAIN, ATTAIN, CONTAIN, DETAIN, ENTERTAIN, MAINTAIN, 
OBTAIN, PERTAIN, REIN, RETAIN, RETINUE, SUSTAIN. 

taint (tant) /teynt/ n. [cont] 1. a trace of something bad 
or offensive: a taint of scandal. 2. a trace of infection, de- 
cay, or contamination. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to infect, spoil, 
or contaminate: This meat is tainted. 4. to ruin, damage, 
or spoil (a person’s name, etc.): Rumors of bribery 
tainted his good naine. 

Tai-wan-ese (ti/wa néz/, -nés’) /,taywa'niyz, -'niys/ 
adj., nu., pl. -ese. —adj. 1. of or relating to Taiwan. 2. of 
or relating to the language spoken by many of the peo- 
ple in Taiwan. —#. 3. [count] a person born or living in 
Taiwan. 4. [oncount] the language spoken by many of 
the people in Taiwan. 

take (tak) /tevk/ v., took (t60k) /tuk/ takeen (tā/kən) 
Iteykon/ tak-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to get into one’s 
possession by one’s action: took a pen and began to 
write. 2. [~ + obj to hold or grip with the hands: She 
took my hand aid sliook it vigorously. 3. [~ + obj] to 
seize or capture: to take a prisoner. 4. [~ + obj] to 
catch or get (game, etc.), esp. by killing: Regulations for- 
bid hunters from taking more than one animal per 
month, 5. [~ + obj] to pick or choose from a number of 
alternatives; select: Slie‘ll take white wine witli her dinner. 
6. [~ + obj] to receive or accept (a person) into some 
relation, as marriage: Do you take her to be your lawful 
wedded wife? 7.[~ + obj] to receive or react to in a cer- 
tain manner: She took his death hard. 8. [not: be + 
~-ing; ~ + obj] to obtain from a source; derive: The 
book takes its title front a song by Franz Schubert. 9. [~ 
+ obj) to obtain as compensation for injury done (usu- 
ally to oneself): to take revenge. 10. [~ + obj] to receive 
into the body, as by inhaling or swallowing: to take a pill. 
11. (~ + obj) to do, perform, etc.: She took a hot bath. 
12. [~ + obj) to use to add flavoring: Do you take sugar 
in your coffee? 13.[~ + obj) to undergo: to take a heat 
treatment. 14. [~ + obj] to endure or submit to without 
complaining or weakening: Can't you take a joke? 15. [~ 
+ obj) to remove by death; to end (a life): Tle flood took 
many victims. 16. [~ + obj] to subtract or deduct: to 
take 2 from 5. 17. [~ + obj] to carry with one: Are you 
taking an unibrella? 18. [~ + obj] to carry from one 
place to another; convey or transport: Can you take the 
kids to school? 19. [~ + obj] to use as a means of 
transportation: We took the nuniber 15 bus. 20. (not: be 

~-ing, ~ + obj] to serve as a means of conducting; to 
go in the direction of: Fifth Avenue takes you right 
through the midtown area. 21. [~ + obj] to go into or 
enter: Take tlie road to the left. 22. [~ + obj] to bring 
about a change in the condition of: Her talent and ambi- 
tion took her to the top. 23. [~ + obj] to come upon 
suddenly; catch: to take a thief by surprise. 24. [~ + 
obj} to attack or affect with or as if with a disease: taken 
with a fit of laigliter. 25. to (cause to) be absorbed or be 
stuck to; be susceptible to: [~ + obj]: The cloth will not 
take a dye. (no obj): The dye wouldri't take on that cloth. 
26. to require; call for; need; necessitate: [~ + obj]: This 
wood takes three coats of paint. [It + ~ + obj + to + 
verb]: It takes courage to do that. 27. [~ + obj] to pro- 
ceed to occupy: Take a seat. 28. to use up; consume: [~ 
+ obj (+ to + verb)): | took just ter minutes to solve 
that problem. [~ (+ obj) + obj): Solving the problem 
took (mie) only ten minutes. [It + ~(+ obj) + obj (+ to 
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+ verb)): It took (me) only ten minutes to solve the prob- 
lem. 29. [~ + obj] to act or perform: to take the part of 
the hero. 30. [~ + obj] to make (a video, etc.) (of): to 
take home movies. 31. [~ + obj] to write down: to take 
notes. 32. [~ + obj] to apply oneself to; study: to take a 
history course. 33. [~ + obj] to deal with; treat: He 
promised to take the matter under consideration. 34. [~ 
+ obj] to determine by recording, asking, examining, 
measuring, etc.: The doctor took my pulse. 35. [~ + 
obj] to have or experience (a feeling, etc.): She took 
pride in her appearance. 36. to grasp or apprehend 
mentally: [~ + obj + as + obj): Don't take the remark 
as an insult. [~ + obj + to + verb): | take your silence 
to mean that you agree. 37. [~ + obj] to accept the 
statements of: She took him at his word. 38. [~ + it + 
(that) clause) to assume as a fact: / take it that you won't 
be there. 39. to regard or consider: [~ + obj + to + be 
+ noun): | took them to be Frenchmen; weren't they? (~ 
+ obj + to + be + adjective): I took them to be wealthy 
enough to afford the house. 40. [~ + obj] to capture or 
win in a game (a piece, etc.): The chess grandmaster 
took his opponent's queen. 41. [~ + obj] Informal. to 
cheat, swindle, or victimize: The car salesman took us for 
about $500. 42. [~ + obj] to win or obtain money from: 
He took me for $10 in the poker game. 43. [~ + obj] to 
have sexual intercourse with: He wanted to take her then 
and there. 44. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + obf) to be used 
with (a certain grammatical form, case, etc.): This verb 
takes an object. 45. [no obj] to catch or engage, as a 
mechanical device: We heard the engine clicking, but it 
just wouldn't take. 46. [no obj] to begin to grow, as a 
plant: He gave us some cuttings, but they just wouldn't 
take. 47. [no obj] to have the intended result or effect: 
Fortunately the vaccination took, and the fever went 
down. 48. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + adjective] to fall or be- 
come: He took sick. 49. take (someone) aback, [~ + 
obj + aback] to surprise or shock: taken aback by her 
hostility. 50. take after, [~ + after + obj] a. to resem- 
ble (another person), as in appearance, behavior, etc.: My 
daughters take after my wife. b. to follow or chase: The 
police took after him. 51. take apart, a. to disassem- 
ble, as by separating (something) into small pieces: [~ + 
obj + apart): to take a clock apart. [~ + apart + obj]: to 
take apart a clock. b. to examine closely and criticize se- 
verely; attack: [~ + apart + obj): took apart those argu- 
ments one after another. [~ + obj + apart): He took 
them apart. 52. take away, a. to remove: [~ + away + 
obj): The waiter came and took away the food. [~ + obj 
+ away]: He took the food away. b. [~ + away + from 
+ obj] to detract (from): He tried to take away from her 
achievements by saying she was just hicky. 53. take 
back, a. to regain possession of: [~ + back + obj]: The 
army took back the town. [~ + obj + back): to take it 
back. b. to return, as for exchange: [~ + obj + back}: 
Take it back to the store if it doesnt fit. [~ + obj + 
back]: She took the dress back because it didn't fit. c. [~ 
+ obj + back] to allow to return; resume a relationship 
with: Will his wife take him back? d. [~ + obj + back] to 
cause to remember: The song took me back to my teen 
years. e. to retract: [~ + back + obj): to lake back a 
statement. [~ + obj + back]: What did you call her? 
You'd better take it back! 54. take down, a. to write 
down; record: [~ + down + obj]: to take down a 
speech. [~ + obj + down): to take it all down. b. [~ + 
obj + down] to reduce the pride of: to take him down a 
peg. 55. take in, a. to change (a garment) so as to 
make smaller or tighter: [~ + in + obj]: to take in a 
dress. [~ + obj + in): to take it in a few inches. b. to 
provide a place to live for: [~ + in + obj): She took in 
every stray cat that came her way. [~ + obj + in): al- 
ways took the cats in. c. to grasp the meaning of; com- 
prehend: [~ + in + obj]: Do you think he took in every- 
thing we said? [~ + obj + in): Did he take it all in? d. to 
observe; notice: [~ + in + obj]: He stood there taking in 
the busy scene. [~ + obj + in): He stood there taking it 
alt in. e. to deceive; trick; cheat: [~ + obj + in}: She 
took us in with that scheme. [~ + in + obj]: Has she 
taken in anyone else with it? f. [~ + in + obj] to visit or 
attend, as for entertainment: to take in a show. g. [~ + 
in + obj] to receive as proceeds, as from business: The 
company took in enough profits last year to break even. 
[~ + obj + in): to take it in. 56. take off, a. to remove: 
[~ + off + obj]: Take off your coat. [~ + obj + off): 
Take your coat off. b. [no obj] to leave the ground and 
rise into the air: The plane took off. c. [no obj] to depart; 
leave: The man took off before we could ask him who he 
was. d. to subtract, as a discount; deduct: [~ + off + 
obj]: The store took off 20 percent. [~ + obj + off}: tak- 
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ing 20 percent off the price. e. [no obj] to achieve sud- 
den, noticeable growth, etc.: Sales took off just before 
Christmas. 57. take on, a. to hire; employ: [~ + on + 
obj): to take on new workers. [~ + obj + on): to take 
new workers on. b. to undertake; begin (work): [~ + on 
+ obj): took on extra work to pay the bills. [~ + obj + 
on): How can he take so much volunteer work on? c. [~ 
+ on + obj) to gain or acquire: The word “homeowner” 
took on a whole new meaning when she became one. d. 
to accept as a challenge or opponent: [~ + on + obj): 
weren't afraid to take on big business. [~ + obj + on]: 
‘I'm not afraid to take the champ on!” the boxer shouted. 
58. take out, a. to withdraw; remove: [~ + out + obj]: 
She took out library books for the children. [~ + obj + 
ont}: The doctor took my appendix out. b. to deduct: [~ 
+ out + obj): The government takes out income taxes 
from your paycheck. [~ + obj + out): to take the taxes 
out. c. to buy or obtain by applying: [~ + out + obj]: to 
take out insurance. [~ + obj + out): to take insurance 
out on the house. d. to escort, as on a date: [~ + obj + 
out): took her out on a couple of dates. [~ + out + obj): 
He took out several girls before he found the right one. 
e. [No obj] to set out; start: We took out after them just 
as the sun rose. f. Slang. to kill or destroy: [~ + out + 
obj): The pilots took out their targets. [~ + obj + out): 
threatened to take them out if they talked to the cops. 
59. take (something) out on (someone), to cause (an- 
other) to suffer for (one’s own misfortune, etc.): [~ + out 
+ obj + on + obj): He took out his frustration on his 
children. [~ + obj + out + on + obj): | know you're 
upset, but don't take it out on the kids! 60. take over, 
to assume management of or responsibility for: [no obj): 
Who will take over when you retire? [~ + over + obj): 
Who will take over the company when you retire? [~ + 
obj + over): Can they take the company over without a 
controlling interest? 61. take to, [~ + to + obj] a. to 
devote oneself to; use or do as a habit: to take to drink. 
b. to begin to like: They took to each other at once. c. to 
go to: She took to her bed, sick with fever. d. to have re- 
course to; resort to: took to steating cars. 62. take up, 
a. to occupy oneself with the study of: [~ + up + obj): 
She took up medicine as a career. [~ + obj + up]: took 
it up as a career. b. to fill or occupy (space, etc.): [~ + 
up + obj): The word “take” will take up at least a page in 
this dictionary. [~ + obj + up]: This work takes all my 
ime up. c. to continue; resume: [no obj): We took up 
where we had lef off [~ + up + obf): Let's take up the 
story where we left off. [~ + obj + up]: Let's take it up 
at chapter five. d. to raise for discussion or considera- 
tion: [~ + obj + up): We'll take this up with our lawyers. 
[~ + up + obj): Let's take up the next issue. e. [~ + up 
+ obj] to undertake; assume: He took up the duties of 
the presidency. f. to make (clothes) shorter or tighter, as 
by hemming: [~ + up + obj]: He took up the slacks a 
few inches. [~ + obj + up]: He took the slacks up. 63. 
take up with, [~ + up + with + obf) to keep company 
with: Shes taken up with the wrong crowd of kids. 64. 
take (something) upon oneself, [~ + obj + upon + 
oneself] to assume (something) as a responsibility: Dad 
took it upon himself to visit her every day in the hospital. 
—n. [count] 65. the act of taking. 66. something taken. 
67. Informal. money taken in, esp. profits: a take of at 
least $5,000. 68. a scene in a movie photographed with- 
out interruption. 69. one of several sound recordings 
made, as of the same song, to produce a version good 
enough for release. 70. Informal. a response or reaction: 
She did a slow take when they told her she was arrested. 
71. a distinctive response to an event: What's your take 
on his deciding not to run? — Idiom. 72. on the take, 
Slang. accepting bribes: Most of those politicians are on 
the take. 73. take for, [~ + obj + for + obj] a. to as- 
sume to be: What do you take me for, a fool? b. to as- 
sume falsely to be; mistake for: Whenever | spoke Rus- 
sian they took me for an immigrant. 74. take it, a. to 
accept something (as true): Take it from me, I'm telling 
you the truth. b. to be able to resist or endure hardship, 
etc.: couldn't take it in the military. 75. take place, to 
happen; occur: When will the wedding take place? 
—tak/a-ble, take’a-ble, adj. —tak/er, n. [count] 
take-off (tak/6f’, -of’) /‘teyk,of, -,of/ n. 1. the leaving of 
the ground, as in beginning an airplane flight: [count]: a 
smooth takeoff. [noncount): Five mimites after takeoff 
the plane flew into bad weather. 2. [count] a departure 
from a Starting point, as in a race. 3. [count] a funny imi- 
tation or parody; send-up: a hilarious takeoff of his nosy 
neighbor. 
take-out (tak/out’) /‘tcyk,awt/ adj. intended to be taken 
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from the point of sale and eaten elsewhere: takeout 
meals. 

take-o-ver (tāk/ō/vər) /‘teyk,owvar/ n. [count] 1. the 
act of seizing authority or control. 2. the taking over of a 
corporation through the purchase or exchange of stock. 

tak-ing (tā/king) /‘teykin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a per- 
son or thing that takes. 2. takings, [plural] money 
earned or gained. 

talc (talk) /tælk/ 7. TALCUM POWDER. 

tal/cum pow/der (ta/kəm) /twlkom/ n. [noncount]) a 
fine, dry powder for the body, usually perfumed. 

tale (tal) /tcyl/ n. [corm] 1. a story of an incident: the 
scary tale of Count Dracula. 2. a lie, esp. against an- 
other: telling tales again. 

tal-ent (tal’ant) /twlont/ n. 1. a special, often creative 
natural ability or skill: [Coun]: a talent for drawing. [non- 
count): to show talent in drawing. 2. [count] one with 
special ability, esp. in a particular field: the local talent. 
3. an ancient unit of weight, as of the Middle East or of 
Greece. —tal/ent-ed, adj.: a very talented actress. 

tal-iseman (tais man, -iz-) /telismoan, -1z-/ n. [count], 
pl. -mans. an object with designs or figures on it, pos- 
sessing secret, magical, Or supernatural powers, and 
worn as a Charm. 

talk (t6k) /tok/ v. 1. [No obj] to communicate informa- 
tion by or as if by speaking: Can parrots really talk? 
Sometimes we just sit and talk. 2. to discuss or chat 
about (a topic): [~ + about + obj): We talked about the 
movies. [~ + obj]: to talk politics. 3. [no obj; ~ + 
with/to] to consult or confer: Talk with your adviser. 4. 
[no obj; (~ + on/abort + obj))) to deliver a speech or 
lecture: The professor talked on modern physics. 5. (no 
obj] to give away secret information: The spy talked dur- 
ing interrogation. 6. [~ + obj) to express in words: Now 
yoirre talking sense. 7. [~ + obj] to use (a language) in 
speaking or conversing: They talk French together. 8. [~ 
+ obj] to drive or influence by talk: to talk a person to 
sleep. 9. talk around, [~ + around + obj] to avoid dis- 
cussion of: They talked around the problem and never 
really addressed it. 10. talk back, [no obj; (~ + to + 
obj)] to reply in a disrespectful manner: fo talk back (to 
one’s parents). 11. talk down to, [~ + down + to + 
obj] to speak in a superior tone: A good teacher won't 
talk down to his or her Students. 12. talk out, to try to 
clarify or resolve by discussion: [~ + out + obj): to talk 
out the problem. [~ + obj + ont): Don't just walk out; 
let's talk it out. 13. talk (someone) out of (something), 
[~ + obj + out + of + obj] to convince (someone) not 
to do (something): / talked him out of quitting just yet. 
14. talk over, to consider; discuss: [~ + obj + over]: 
Let's talk it over before getting angry. [~ + over + obj): 
Let's talk over the problem with your teacher. 15. talk 
up, a. to help the progress of (someone or something) 
by means of praise; promote: [~ + up + obj]: He talked 
up the chances of his team. [~ + obj + up]: | talked you 
up to the woman who does the hiring. b. [no obj] to 
speak openly or distinctly. —n. 16. [count] the act of 
talking; speech or conversation: We had a short talk be- 
fore class. 17. [conni] an often informal speech or lec- 
ture: a little talk on her research. 18. [comnt) a confer- 
ence or session: peace talks. 19. [noncount) rumor; 
gossip: He’s not really going to quit; that’s just talk. 20. 
[noncomnt] empty speech; false promises: She’s all talk. 
21. [noncount) a way of talking: baby talk. —talk/er, n. 
(count) —Usage. See SPEAK. 

talk-a-tive (tô/kə tiv) /‘tokotiv/ adj. willing or ready to 
talk a great deal. —talk/a-tive-ly, adv. —talk/a-tive- 
ness, n. (noncount] 

talk/ing-to’, n. [coint), pl. -tos. a scolding. 

talk’ show’, n. [count] a show in which a host inter- 
views guests, esp. celebrities. 

tall (tol) /tol/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. having 
great height: a tall man. 2. [after a nonn) having the 
height mentioned: a man six feet tall. 3. [before a noun] 
large in amount or degree: Reducing the deficit—that's a 
tall order! 4. [before a noun] exaggerated; not likely to 
be true: a tall tale. —adv. 5. in a proud, erect manner: to 
stand tall. —n. 6. [noncount] a garment size for tall peo- 
ple. 7. [count] a garment in this size. —tall/ness, n. 
(noncount) 

tallow (tal’6) /‘tulow/ n. [noncount] a hard, fatty sub- 
stance used to make candles and soap. —tal/low-y, adj. 
tally (tal7é) /‘twliy/ n., pl. -lies, v., -lied, -ly-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a number counted or recorded; a reckoning. 
—v. 2. [~ + obj] to mark on a tally; record; count: to 
tally the results. 3. to (cause to) correspond or agree: 
[no obj}: Both accounts tally. (~ + obj): to tally the ac- 


counts. 4. to score a point or goal, as in a game: [~ + 
obj): He tallied his last three points in the final minute of 
the game. [no obj): The team failed to tally in the last 
minute of the game. —taVli-er, n. [count] 


tal-ly-ho (tal’é ho’) /tæliy'how/ interj., n., pl. -hos, v., 


-hoed or -ho’d, -ho-ing. —interj. 1. (used as a cry in fox 
hunting, on sighting the fox). —n. [count] 2. a cry of “tal- 
lyho.” —v. [no obj] 3. to call “tallyho.” 

Talmud (täl/mòðód, tal’mad) /‘talmud, 'tælməd/ n. 
[proper nonn; usually: the + ~) one of two authoritative 
collections of Jewish religious law compiled from the oral 
traditions of rabbis. —Talemud-ic (täl moo/dik, -my00 -, 
tal-) /tal'muwdik, -'myuw-, tæl-/ adj. 

tal-on (tal’an) /tælən/ n. [count] a claw, esp. of a bird of 
prey. 

tam (tam) /tx2m/ n. [count] a tam-o’-shanter. 

tasma-le (ta ma/lé) /to'maliy/ n. (count), pl. -les. finely 
chopped and seasoned meat packed in cornmeal dough, 
wrapped in corn husks, and steamed. 

tam-a-rrind (tam/a rind) /‘temorind/ n. [count] 1. the 
pod of a tropical tree, containing seeds in a juicy acid 
pulp used in beverages and food. 2. the tree itself. 

tam-bourrine (tam/ba rén/) /tæmbə'riyn/ n. [count] a 
small drum with several pairs of metal jingles attached, 
played by striking with the knuckles and shaking. 

tame (tam) /tcym/ adj., tam-er, tam-est, v., tamed, 
tam-ing. —adj. 1. changed from the wild or savage 
state; gentle: a tame tiger. 2. giving in easily, as to au- 
thority. 3. lacking in excitement; dull: a pretty tame 
party. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to make tame; domesticate: to 
tame wild animals for the circus. 5. to deprive of interest 
or excitement; make dull. 6. to harness or control: to 
tame the power of the atom. —tam/a-ble, tame/a-ble, 
adj. —tame/ly, adv. —tame/ness, n. (noncount) 
—tam/er, n. (count): a lion tamer. 

tam-o’-shan-ter (tam/’a shan/ter) /tæmə fæntər/ n. 
[count] a cap of Scottish origin, usually of wool, having a 
round, flat top with a pompom at its center. Also called 
tam. 

tamp (tamp) /tamp/ v. [~ + obj] to force in or down by 
repeated, rather light, strokes: to tamp tobacco into a 
pipe. 

tam-per (tam/pər) /‘tampor/ v. [7 + with + obj] 1. to 
change, esp. without permission: to tamper with a lock. 
2. to make changes, esp. to falsify: to farnper with official 
records. 3. to engage in dishonest dealings, esp. in or- 
der to influence improperly: accused of tampering with 
the jury. —tam/per-er, n. (count) 

tam-pon (tam/pon) /'tæmpon/ n. [count] a plug of cot- 
ton or the like for inserting into the vagina for absorbing 
blood. 

tan (tan) /tzn/ v., tanned, tan-ning, n., adj., tan-ner, 
tan-nest. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to change (the skin of an an- 
imal) into leather, esp. by soaking in a special bath. 2. to 
(cause to) become brown by exposure to ultraviolet rays, 
as of the sun: [~ + obj}: The sun had tanned his skin. 
[no obj): Her skin had tanned to a golden brown. 3. [~ 
+ obj} to spank. —n. 4. [count] a brown color appearing 
on the skin after exposure to the sun: on the beach get- 
ting a tan. 5. [noncount) yellowish brown; light brown. 
—adj. 6. yellowish brown; light brown. 7. used in or re- 
lating to tanning. —-Idiom. 8. tan someone's hide, to 
beat someone soundly. 

tan-a-ger (tan’a jar) /'tænəd3ər/ n. [count] a songbird 
of the Americas, the male of which is usually brightly col- 
ored. 

tan-edem (tan’dam) /'tændəm/ adv. 1. one following or 
behind the other: to drive horses tandem. —adj. 2. hav- 
ing seats, parts, etc., arranged one behind another: a 
tandem bicycle. —n. [count] 3. a vehicle, as a truck, in 
which axles are arranged in tandem. —-Idiom. 4. in 
tandem, a. in single file; one behind the other. b. to- 
gether; in association or partnership: The two worked in 
tandem to increase their sales. 

tang (tang) /tien/ n. [count] a strong taste, smell, or fla- 
vor: the tang of the salty sea air. —tang/y, adj., -i-er, 
-i-est. 

tan-ge-lo (tan/ja 10’) /‘teend39,low/ n. [cornt), pl. -los. a 
citrus fruit that is a cross between a grapefruit and a tan- 
gerine. 

tan-gent (tan/jant) /'tændzənt/ n. [(comnt] 1. a line or 
plane that touches but does not intersect a curve or sur- 
face at a point. 2. Also called tan. a basic function in 
trigonometry that, in a right triangle, equals the side op- 
posite an acute angle divided by the side next to that an- 
gle. —adj. 3. in physical contact; touching. 4. touching at 
a single point, as a tangent in relation to a curve or sur- 
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face. ——Idiom. 5. off on or at a tangent, going off 
suddenly from one course of discussion to another: has 
gone off on a tangent atid forgotten his main idea. 
—tan-gen-tial (tan jen/shal) /tæn'dzenfol/ adj. See 
-TACT-. 

tan-ge-rine (tan’/ja rén’, tan’ja rén’) /,tewnd3a'riyn, 
‘twnd3o,riyn/ n. [count] 1. a kind of mandarin orange. 
2. deep orange; reddish orange. —adj. 3. of the color 
tangerine; reddish orange. 

tan-gi-ble (tan/ja bal) /'tændzəbəl/ adj. 1. that can be 
touched. 2. definite; not vague; clear: There are no tan- 
gible grounds for suspicion. 3. (of an asset) having physi- 
cal existence, as real estate, and therefore capable of be- 
ing assigned a monetary value. —n. [connt] 4. 
something tangible, esp. a tangible asset. —tan-gi-bil- 
ity (tan/ja bili tē) /,tandza'bilitiy/ tan’gi-bleeness, n. 
[noncount] —tan/gi-bly, adv. See -TACT-. 

tan-gle (tang/gəl) /‘twngal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) be brought together into a mass of confused 
parts or strands; entangle: [~ + obj]: The wind tangled 
the girl's long hair. [no obj): Those puppet strings tangle 
too easily. 2. [~ + obj] to involve in something that pre- 
vents freedom of movement: The bushes were tangled 
witli vines. 3. [~ + obj] to catch and hold in or as if in a 
net or snare: tangled in a web of lies. 4. [no obj) to 
come into conflict; fight or argue: +} don't want to be 
around wlien those two tangle. —n. [count] 5. a tangled 
situation; a tangled mass: The deer was cauglit in a tan- 
gle of vines. 6. a confused mess; maze: a tangle of lies 
and contradictions. 7. a conflict; disagreement: / got into 
a tangle with the manager. 

tan-gled (tang’gald) /'tængəld/ adj. 1. mixed up or 
twisted together in a tangle: tangled thread. 2. very com- 
plicated or involved: tangled negotiations. 

tango (tang/gō) /‘tangow/ n., pl. -gos, v., -goed, -go- 
ing. —. [count] 1. a ballroom dance from Latin Amer- 
ica. 2. music for this dance. —v. [no obj] 3. to dance the 
tango. 

tank (tangk) /tank/ n. [count] 1. a large container for 
holding a liquid or gas: a full tank of gas. 2. an armored 
combat vehicle, moving on a belt of treads and usually 
armed with a cannon. 3. TANK Top. —tank/ful, n. 
[connt]), pl. -fuls. 

tan-kard (tang’kard) /‘tankord/ n. [count] a large drink- 
ing cup, usually with a handle and a hinged cover. 

tank-er (tang/ker) /'tankoar/ n. [count] a ship, airplane, 
or truck designed to ship or Carry liquids or gases, as for 
fuel: art oil tanker. 

tank’ top’, n. [cont] a low-cut, sleeveless, pullover 
shirt with shoulder straps. 

tan-ner (tan/ar) /‘tenar/ n. [count] one whose occupa- 
tion is the tanning of hides. 

tan-ner-y (tan’a rē) /'tzenoriy/ n. [cont], pl. -ner-ies. a 
place where tanning is carried on. 

tannin (tan/in) /‘twnin/ n. [noncount] a chemical used 
in tanning, found also in tea. Atso called tan/nic ac/id. 

tan-ta-lize (tan/tl iz’) /‘tantlayz/ v. [~ + obj], -lized, 
-lizeing. to torment (someone) with, or as if with, the 
sight of something desirable but out of reach; to tease 
(someone) by raising hopes that cannot be met: tanta- 
lized her with dreams of a promotion. 

tan-ta-liz-ing (tan/tl i/zing) /‘teentlayzin/ adj. arousing 
or provoking desire for something, esp. something that 
cannot actually be obtained: a tantalizing took at how 
millionaires live. —tan/ta-liz/inesly, adv. 

tan-tasmount (tan’ta mount’) /‘twnto,mawnt/ adj. [be 
+ ~ + to] equivalent, as in value, force, effect, or signi- 
fication: That insult was tantamount to a slap in the face. 

tan-trum (tan’tram) /‘ta:ntrom/ n. [count] a viotent 
demonstration of rage or frustration; a burst of bad tem- 
per: a two-year-old child having a tantrum. 

Tan-zaeniean (tan’za né/an) /tanza'niyan/ n. [count] 1. 
a person born or living in Tanzania. —adj. 2. of or relat- 
ing to Tanzania. 

tap’ (tap) /tæp/ v., tapped, tap-ping, n. —v. 1. to strike 
with a light blow or blows that can just be heard: [~ + 
obj): He tapped my shoulder and winked. [no obj): A 
stranger tapped on the window. 2. [~ + obj] to strike 
(the fingers, etc.) upon something, esp. with repeated 
light blows: He tapped his pencil on the desk. 3. [~ + 
obj] to make, put, etc., by tapping: to tap a nail into a 
wall. 4. [no obj] to tapdance. —i. [count] 5. a light, soft 
blow: He gave the window a tap. 6. the sound made by 
this: / heard taps on the window. 7. a piece of metal at- 
tached to the toe or heel of a shoe, as for reinforcement 
or for making the tapping of a dancer more easily heard. 
—tap/per, n. [count] 


tangerine to tarantula 


tap? (tap) /twp/ n., v, tapped, tap-ping. —v. [comrit] 1. 
a plug or stopper for closing an opening through which 
liquid is drawn, as in a cask; a spigot. 2. a faucet: a Hot- 
water tap. 3. a connection at a point between the two 
ends of an electrical circuit or communications device, 
esp. so as to be able to listen secretly to phone conver- 
sations; a wiretap. 4. the withdrawal of fluid from the 
body by a medical procedure: a spinal tap. —v. [~ + 
obj) 5. to draw liquid from (a vessel, a tree, etc.): to lap a 
niaple tree for sap. 6. to draw off (liquid), as by removing 
a tap or piercing a container. 7. to draw upon; begin to 
use: to tap their financial resources. 8. to connect into (a 
communications device) secretly so as to listen to or re- 
ceive what is being sent: to tap a telephone line. 
—Idiom. 9. on tap, a. ready to be drawn and served, 
as liquor from a cask. b. having a tap or faucet installed, 
as a barrel of liquor. —tap/per, 1. [coint) 

tap’ dance’, n. [conut] a dance in which the rhythm is 
tapped out with the toe or heel by a dancer wearing 
shoes fitted with metal taps. —tap’dance’, v. [no obj], 
-danced, -danc-ing. —tap’-danc/er, n. [cornet] 

tape (tap) /tcyp/ n, v, taped, tap-ing, adj. —n. 1. 
[count] a tong, narrow strip of fabric for tying garments, 
joining seams or edges, etc. 2. [nonconnt] material in 
the form of narrow strips, with a sticky, adhesive surface, 
used for sealing, etc.: a piece of adhesive tape. 3. a. 
[nonconnt] a long, narrow, magnetized strip of plastic 
able to record and play back sounds or images: The tape 
nist have broken and ruined the VCR. b. [count] a 
length of this tape with recorded sounds or images; an 
audiotape, cassette tape, or videotape. 4. [count] a 
String stretched across the finish line of a race and bro- 
ken by the winner On crossing the line. 5. TAPE MEASURE. 
—v. [~ + obj] 6. to tie up, bind, or attach with tape: to 
tape the bows to the packages. 7. to record on specially 
treated tape: to tape the concert. —adj. 8. of, for, or re- 
corded on magnetic tape. 

tape’ deck’, n. [count] a part of an audio system for 
recording and playing back tapes. 

tape’ meas/ure, n. [count] a tong, flexible strip 
marked with divisions of the foot or meter and used for 
measuring. Also called tapesline (tap/lin’) /‘tcyp,layn/. 

ta-per (tā/pər) /‘tcypar/ v. 1. to (cause to) become thin- 
ner toward one end: [no obj]: The shirt tapered at the 
waist. [~ + obj]: to taper the shirt at the waist. 2. taper 
off, [0 obj] a. to become gradually more slender to- 
ward one end. b. to be reduced by degrees; decrease; 
diminish: The snow will taper off at about midnight. —n. 
[comt] 3. a candle, esp. a very slender one. 

tape’ record/’er, #/. [comnt) an electrical device for re- 
cording, or for playing back something recorded, on 
magnetic tape. 

tap-es-try (tapə stré) /'tæpəstriy/ n., pl. -tries. l. a 
fabric on which colored threads are woven by hand to 
produce a reversible design: [oncount]: examples of 
careful tapestry. [count]: tapestries depicting medieval 
life. 2. [court] anything resembling such a fabric, as by 
having different parts making a unified whole: the tapes- 
try of the city, witl its diversity. 

tape-worm (tap/wirm/’) /‘teyp,warm/ n. [count] a flat, 
ribbony, parasitic worm that lives in the digestive system 
of humans and other vertebrates. 

tap-i-o-ca (tap/ē O/ka) /twpiy'owko/ n. [soncount] a 
Cassava preparation, usually in granular or pellet form, 
used in puddings and as a thickener. 

ta-pir (tā/pər, ta per’) /'teypar, to'piar/ n. [count], pl. 
-pirs, (esp. when thouglit of as a group) -pir. a stout, 
odd-toed, hoofed mammal of tropical America and SE 
Asia, having a short, fleshy nose like a pig. 

tap-room (tap’room/’, -ré6m/’) /'tap,ruwm, 
[connut] a barroom, esp. in an inn or hotel; bar. 

taps (taps) /tæps/ n. a bugle signal played in a camp or 
military post at night as an order to turn off all lights: 
(plural; used with a plural verb): Taps are played every 
niglit at dusk. [noncoint; used with a singular verb): 
Taps is played every niglit at dusk. 

tar (tär) /tar/ n., v., tarred, tarring, adj. —n. [ror- 
count) 1. a black, thick substance that can be shaped 
when hot and is hard when cold, used for making roads, 
etc.: Hot tar smeared on the highways. 2. solid materiat 
produced when tobacco burns: cigarette tar. —v. [~ + 
obj) 3. to smear or cover with or as if with tar. —adj. 4. 
of or relating to tar. 5. covered or smeared with tar; 
tarred. —Idiom. 6. tar and feather, [~ + obj] to coat 
(a person) with tar and feathers as a punishment. 

ta-eran-tuela (ta ran/cha la) /ta'rantfalo/ n. (court), pl. 


-rum/ s. 


tardy to tautology 


-las, -lae (-l@/) /-,liy/. a large, hairy spider having a pain- 
ful but not poisonous bite. 

taredy (tar/dé) /‘tardiy/ adj., -di-er, -divest. 1. late; be- 
hind time; not on time. 2. moving or acting slowly; slug- 
gish. —tar-di-ly (tar/dl €) /'tardliy/ adv. —tar/di-ness, 
n. [noncount) 

tar-get (tar/git) /‘targit/ n. [count] 1. an object, usually 
marked with ringed circles, to be aimed at in shooting 
practice or contests. 2. any object fired at. 3. a goal to 
be reached: aim: a target of $25,000 for the drive. 4. 
one who is the object of abuse, scorn, etc.: a target of 
abuse. —adj. [before a noun] 5. of or relating to a target 
or goal: a target date. —v. [~ + obj) 6. to use or set up 
as a target: The pilots targeted the oit refineries for their 
first bombing run. 7. to direct toward a target: The pilots 
targeted their bombs on the oit refineries. 8. to make a 
target of, as for attack or abuse: The comedian targeted 
his wife for his humor. —Idiom. 9. on target, accurate 
or correct; precisely right: He was on target with his pre- 
dictions for the economy. 

tareiff (tar/if) /‘terif/ n. [count] 1. a schedule or system 
of duties charged by a government on imports or ex- 
ports: a fifty-percent tariff on rice imports. 2. a schedule 
or list of charges or fares for anything. 

tarenish (tar/nish) /‘tarnif/ v. 1. to (cause a metal sur- 
face to) be dull; (cause to) be discolored: [~ + obj]: The 
salty ocean air tarnished her silver teapot. [no obj): Silver 
tarnishes easily in salty air. 2. [~ + obj] to destroy the 
good name of; stain: discredit: The charge of fraud tar- 
nished the company's reputation. —n. (noncount) 3. a 
tarnished coating. 4. tarnished condition; discoloration. 

taro (tar/0, tar/d, tar/ō) /'tarow, 'tesrow, 'tærow/ n. 
[count], pl. -ros. 1. a stemless plant of the arum family, 
grown for its large edible root. 2. the fleshy, large root it- 
self. 

taerot (tar/6, ta rd’) /'twrow, tæ'row/ n. [count] any of a 
set of 22 playing cards used for fortune-telling. 

tar-pauelin (tar pO/lin, tär/pə lin) /tar'polin, 'tarpalin/ n. 
a sheet of waterproofed canvas used as a protective cov- 
ering against weather: [count]: covered the infield with a 
tarpaulin. [noncount): ts there tarpaulin in the rescue kit? 

tarpon (tär/pən) /'tarpən/ n. [count], ph -pons, (esp. 
when thought of as a group) -pon. a powerful game fish 
of warm W Atlantic waters, having large, silvery scales. 

tareraegon (tar’a gon’, -gan) /‘txra,gon, -gon/ n. 1. 
[count] a plant with sweet-smelling leaves used as sea- 
soning in cooking. 2. [noncount] the leaves themselves. 

tarery (tar/ē) /'tæriy/ v. [no obj], -ried, -ry-ing. to stay in 
a place; delay in acting, starting, etc.; linger. 

tart’ (tart) /tart/ adj., -er, -est. 1. sharp to the taste; 
sour or acid: tart apples. 2. sharp in character, spirit, or 
expression; cutting: a tart reply. —tart/ly, adv. —tart/- 
ness, n. [noncourit] 

tart? (tart) /tart/ n. 1. a small, shallow pie without a top 
crust, filled with fruit, etc: [count]: a blueberry tart. [non- 
count): a smalt piece of tart. 2. [count] a prostitute. —v. 
3. tart up, to dress up or decorate, esp. in an overly 
showy manner: [~ + up + obj): to tart up a simple old 
inn. [~ + obj + up): Why did they have to tart it up? 

tar-tan (tar/tn) /‘tartn/ n. [noncount] 1. a woolen cloth 
woven with stripes of different colors and widths crossing 
at right angles, worn chiefly by the Scottish Highlanders, 
each clan having its own distinctive pattern. —adj. 2. of, 
resembling, or made of tartan. 

taretar' (tar/tar) /‘tartor/ n. [noncount] 1. a hard, whitish 
substance that forms on the teeth. 2. cream of tartar. 
—tar-tareic (tar tarik, -tar’-) /tar'tærık, -'tar-/ adj. 

tar-tar? (tar/tor) /'tartər/ n. [count] a savage, fierce, or 
ill-tempered person. 

tar/tar sauce’, n. (noncount] a sauce made of mayon- 
naise and containing chopped pickles, olives, capers, 
etc., served esp. with fish and seafood. 

task (task) /task/ n. (count) 1. a piece of work assigned 
to a person: a boring task. —-Idiom. 2. take or bring 
(someone) to task, to scold or reprimand; chide; cen- 
sure: The boss took him to task for being late. 

task’ force’, n. [count] 1. a group of military units un- 
der one command for a certain job: a Navy task force 
Steaming into the Atlantic. 2. a group or committee 
formed to examine or solve a problem. 

task-mas-ter (task’mas/tar) /'tæsk,mæstər/ n. [count] 
one who assigns tasks, esp. difficult ones, to others or 
who supervises others’ work very carefully. 

tassel (tas/al) /‘teesol/ 7n., v., -seled, -seling or (esp. 
Brit.) -selled, -sel-ling. —n. [count] 1. an ornament con- 
sisting of a bunch of threads or cords hanging from a 
knob, used on clothing, etc. 2. something resembling 
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this, as at the top of a stalk of corn. —v. [no obj) 3. (of 
corn) to put forth tassels. —tas/seled, adj. 

taste (last) /tcyst/ v., tast-ed, tast-ing, n. —v. l. [~ + 
obj] to test the flavor or quality of by taking some into 
the mouth: She tasted the wine and said it had gone 
bad. 2. [~ + obj] to eat or drink: He hadn't tasted food 
for three days. 3. (not: be + ~ing; ~ + obj] to notice, 
perceive, or distinguish the flavor of: + can't taste the 
wine in that sauce. 4. [~ + obj] to experience, esp. to 
only a slight degree: had tasted freedom and would no 
longer wait for it. 5. [not: be + ~-ing] to have a particu- 
lar flavor: [~ + adjective]: The coffee tastes bitters ae + 
oflike + noun): The coffee tastes like lead. —n. 6. [non- 
count] the sense by which the flavor of things is felt or 
noticed: He has no sense of taste when he has a cold. 7. 
[count] a sensation noticed by this sense; flavor: foods 
that have a sweet taste. 8. [count] the act of tasting food 
or drink. 9. [count] a small quantity tasted: a little taste 
of cognac. 10. [count] a liking for something: a taste for 
classical music. 11. [noncount)] a sense of what is fitting, 
harmonious, or beautiful; or of what is polite, correct, 
etc., to say or do socially: always dressed in good taste; 
jokes in poor taste. 12. [count] a slight experience of 
something: a taste of victory. 13. [count] a feeling due to 
an experience: a compromise that had left her with a bad 
taste. 

taste’ bud’, n. [count] one of many small bodies 
chiefly in the skin of the tongue, which are the ends of 
the organs for the sense of taste. 

taste-ful (tāst/fəl) /'teystfəl/ adj. having, showing, or in 
accordance with good taste. —taste/fulely, adv.: a room 
tastefully decorated in muted colors. 

taste-less (tast/lis) /'teystlis/ adj. 1. having no taste; 
lacking a taste or flavor: Water should be tasteless. 2. 
lacking good taste; lacking a sense of what is proper, 
harmonious, fitting, etc.: tasteless jokes. —taste/less-ly, 
adv. —taste/less-ness, n. [noncount]: tastelessness in 
clothes and manners. 

tast-y (ta/sté) /'teystiy/ adj., -ìer, -i-est. good-tasting; 
savory. —tast/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

tatter (tat/ar) /'tætər/ n. [count] 1. a torn piece hang- 
ing loose from the main part, as of a flag; a shred. 2. 
tatters, [plural torn or ragged clothing: dressed in 
tatters. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to tear or wear to tatters: Their 
clothes were tattered. 

tattle (tat/l) /‘twt!/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. [no obj] to 
tell something secret about another out of spite: Dont 
tattle; it's not friendly. 2. tattle on, [~ + on + obj] to 
betray by tattling: Why did you tattle on me? —n. [count 
3. the act of tattling. —tat/tler, n. [count] 

tat-tle-tale (tat/l tal’) /'tætliteyl/ n. [count] 1. one who 
tells something private about another, or betrays another 
in doing so. —adj. [before a noun] 2. showing evidence 
of something: tattletale crumbs that proved he'd been 
munching cookies in bed. 

tattoo’ (ta too’) /tæ'tuw/ n. [count], pl. -toos. 1. a bu- 
gle call preceding taps and ordering soldiers to go to 
their quarters. 2. a knocking or strong pulsation: My 
heart beat a tattoo on my ribs. 3. Brit. an outdoor mili- 
tary parade or display. 

tattoo? (ta too’) /tæ'tuw/ n., pl -toos, v., -tooed, -too- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. markings on the skin with designs, 
etc., made by piercing the skin and adding dyes. —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to mark with tattoos, as a person or a part of 
the body: Her back was tattooed with a butterfly. 3. to 
put (a design, etc.) on the skin: A butterfly was tattooed 
on her back. —tat-too/er, tat-too/ist, n. [count] 

taught (tôt) /tot/ v. pt. and pp. of TEACH. 

taunt (t6nt, tänt) /tont, tant/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to make 
fun of or insult, often to get someone to do something: 
He taunted them with shouts of “Sissies!” but they ig- 
nored him. —n. [count] 2. a mocking remark, made as a 
challenge or an insult. —taunt/er, n. [count] —taunt/- 
ingly, adv. 

taut (tot) /tot/ adj., -er, -est. 1. tightly drawn; tense; not 
slack: His muscles were taut as he strained to lift the 
weights. 2. emotionally tense: taut nerves. —taut/ly, 
adv, —taut/ness, n. [noncount) 

taurtol-o-gy (tô tol’a jé) /to'tolod3ziy/ n., pl. -gies. 1. 
[noncount] needless repetition of an idea in different 
words, as in “widow woman.” 2. [count] an instance or 
example of such repetition. 3. [count] Logic. a statement 
that is inherently true because of the meaning of its 
terms, without reference to external reality: An example 
of tautology is:“I am either the King of England or not 
the King of England.” —tau-to-log-iecal (tôt/l oj/i kal) 
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/,totl'nd3rkal/ tau/to-log/ic, tau-tol-o-gous (tô tol’a gas) 
/to'tplagas/ adj. See -LoG-. 

tav-ern (tavfarn) /tævərn/ n. [count] 1. a place where 
alcoholic drinks are sold to be drunk on the premises. 2. 
a public house for travelers and others; inn. 

taw-dry (t0/dré) /'todriy/ adj., -driver, -drivest. 1. showy 
and cheap; gaudy: wearing a tawdry outfit. 2. shameful; 
immoral: involved in a tawdry affair. —taw/drieness, n. 
Lnoncount] 

taweny (tô/nē) /'toniy/ adj., -niver, -nivest, 7. —adj. 1. of 
a yellowish brown color; golden brown. —n. [noncount] 
2. tawny color. —taw/ni-ness, n. [noncount] 

tax (taks) /twks/ n. 1. a sum of money paid to a govern- 
ment for its support, based on income, etc.: [noncount): 
a burdensome income tax. [count]: to rebel against pay- 
ing new taxes. —v. [~ + obj] 2. (of a government) a. to 
put or impose a tax on (a person or business): The gov- 
ernment taxes its citizens according to their ability to pay. 
b. to demand a tax on (goods, etc.): Income and savings 
would both be taxed. 3. to make serious demands on 
(someone); burden; strain: Putting the children through 
college taxes our financial resources. —tax/a-ble, adj. 
—tax:-a/tion, n. [noncount] See -TACT-. 

taxei (tak’sé) /'tæksiy/ n., pl. taxis or tax-ies, v., tax. 
ied, tax-ieing or tax-y-ing. —n. [count] 1. a taxicab: I1 
call for a taxi to send you home. See illustration at 
STREET. —v. 2. [no Obj] to ride or travel in a taxicab: We 
taxied downtown. 3. (of an airplane) to (cause to) move 
over the surface of the ground at slow speed, in prepara- 
tion for takeoff: [no obj]: The plane was taxiing on the 
runway. [~ + obj]: The pilot taxied the plane to the cen- 
ter of the runway. 

tax-iscab (tak/sé kab’) /'tæksiy,kæb/ n. [count] a public 
passenger vehicle, esp. an automobile, with a driver who 
is paid to carry one or more passengers somewhere. 

tax-iedersmy (tak’si dûr/mē) /‘twksi,darmiy/ n. [non- 
count] the art of preserving, stuffing, and mounting the 
skins of animals in lifelike form. —tax/i-der/mist, n. 
[count] See -DERM-. 

tax-ing (tak/sing) /'tæksig/ adj. demanding; difficult; re- 
quiring effort: a very taxing work schedule. See -TACT-. 

tax-on-oemy (tak sona mé) /tek'spnomiy/ n. the sci- 
ence of naming things and classifying them in different 
groups: [noncount}): language taxonomy. [count]: taxono- 
mies for certain microscopic organisms. —tax-o-nomeic 
(tak/sə nonvik) /,teeksa'nomik/ tax/o-nom/i-cal, adj. See 
-NoM-!. 

tax-Ppay-er (taks/pda/ar) /'taks,peyar/ n. [count] one 
who pays a tax or taxes or is subject to taxation. —tax/- 
pay’ing, adj.: taxpaying citizens. 

tax’ shel’ter, n. [count] any financial arrangement that 
reduces or eliminates taxes that would otherwise have to 
be paid. —tax/’-shel/tered, adj.: tax-sheltered income. 

TB or tb, an abbreviation of: tuberculosis. 

tbs. or tbsp., an abbreviation of: 1. tablespoon. 2. ta- 
blespoonful. 

T cell, n. [count] a kind of white blood cell that circu- 
lates in the blood and lymph and regulates the body's re- 
sponse to infected or harmful cells. Also called T lym- 
phocyte. 

tea (tē) /tiy/ n. 1. [noncount) the dried and prepared 
leaves of an Asian shrub, used to make a beverage. 2. 
[noncount] the shrub itself. 3. a bitter beverage prepared 
by adding tea leaves to boiling water: [Noncount): a Cup 
of tea. [count]: I'll have two teas with sugar and lemon, 
please. 4. [noncount] any kind of leaves, flowers, etc., so 
used, or any plant yielding them. 5. a snack or light 
meal, usually including tea, sandwiches, and cakes, eaten 
in the late afternoon: [noncount]: They had us over for 
tea. [count]: a lovely afternoon tea. 

teach (téch) /tiytf/ v., taught (tot) /tot/ teach-ing. 1. to 
impart knowledge of or skill in (some subject, etc.) to 
students; give instruction in (some topic): [~ + obj]: She 
teaches mathematics. [~ + that clause): The Koran 
teaches that hostages should not be mistreated. 2. to 
impart knowledge of or skill in some subject, etc., to 
(students); give instruction to: [~ + obj]: He teaches a 
large class of high school students. [~ + obj + obj): He 
teaches college students mathematics. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: He taught his daughter (how) to drive. [~ + obj + 
that clause): She taught me that most people can be 
trusted. 3. [no obj] to impart knowledge, skill, or instruc- 
tion, esp. as one’s profession: teaching for over twenty 
years. 

teacher (té/char) /'tiytfor/ n. [count] one who teaches, 
esp. as a profession; instructor. See illustration at 
SCHOOL. 


tavern to tease 


teach-ing (té/ching) /'‘tiytfin/ n. 1. [moncount] the act 
or profession of one who teaches. 2. Often, teachings. 
[plural] something taught, esp. a belief or doctrine: One 
of his teachings was that people who are humble will be 
rewarded. 

tea-cup (tē/kup^) /‘tiy,kap/ n. [count] 1. a cup in which 
tea is served. 2. the amount a teacup holds. 

teak (ték) /tiyk/ m. 1. [count] a large East Indian tree 
that yields a hard wood. 2. {noncount] the wood of this 
tree, used in shipbuilding, furniture making, etc. 

tea-ket-tle (tē/ket/l) /‘tiy,ketl/ n. [count] a portable ket- 
tle with a cover, spout, and handle, used for boiling wa- 
ter. 

teal (tél) /tiyl/ n., pl. teals, (esp. when thought of as a 
group) teal for 1. [count] a small duck. 2. [noncount] 
Also called teal’ blue’. a medium to dark greenish blue. 

team (tém) /tiym/ n. [count] 1. a group of people form- 
ing a side in a game or contest: a basketball team; a de- 
bating team. 2. a group of people assembled for an ac- 
tion or activity: A team of experts visited the site of the 
crash. 3. two or more horses or other animals harnessed 
together to draw a vehicle, plow, etc. —v. 4. to join to- 
gether in a team: [~ + obj (+ together/ip)): He teamed 
them (together) on the project. [no obj): The two teamed 
up to work on the new budget. —adj. [before a noun] 5. 
relating to or performed by a team: a team effort. 

team-mate (tém/mat’) /'tiym,meyt/ n. [count] a mem- 
ber of the same team. 

team-ster (tém/ster) /'tiymstar/ n. [count] one who 
drives a team or a truck for hauling, esp. as one’s job. 

team-work (tém/wirk’) /'tiym,wark/ n. [noncount) ef- 
fort on the part of a group acting together as a team. 

tea-pot (tē/pot/) /'tiy,pnt/ n. [count] a container with a 
lid, spout, and handle, in which tea is made. 

tear’ (tér) /tior/ n. [count] 1. a drop of salty, watery fluid 
produced by glands around the eyelid: Tears wash away 
dirt and dust in the eye. 2. a drop of this fluid appearing 
in or flowing from the eye as the result of emotion, esp. 
grief, pain, or sadness: Tears flowed down his face dur- 
ing the funeral. 3. tears, [plural] an act of weeping: She 
burst into tears. —v. [no obj] 4. (of the eyes) to fill up 
and overflow with tears: His eyes teared whenever le 
thought of his late father. —Idiom. 5. in tears, weep- 
ing: / found her in tears. —tear/ful, adj. —tear’y, adj., 
-i-er, -irest. 

tear’ (tar) /teor/ v., tore, torn, tear-ing, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) be pulled apart or in pieces by force: [~ + 
obj): He tore the fabric. [no obj): This fabric tears easily. 
2. [~ + obj] to pull or snatch violently: She tore the 
book from my hands. 3. [no obj] to move or behave with 
violent haste or great energy: The wind tore through the 
trees. 4. [~ + obj; usually: be + torn] to divide or dis- 
rupt: The country was torn by civil war. 5. [~ + obj] to 
produce (a hole or rip) by pulling apart: to tear a hole in 
one’s coat. 6. [~ + obj + away] to remove by force or 
effort: It was such an exciting lecture, | couldn't tear my- 
self away. 7. tear at, [~ + at + obj] a. to pull or pluck 
violently at: He tore at her sleeve, begging her to stay. b. 
to cause a feeling of distress, pain, or unhappiness; af- 
flict: The grief tore at his heart. 8. tear down, a. to pull 
down; demolish: [~ + obj + down]: They're tearing the 
old library down. [~ + down + obj]: Theyre tearing 
down thie old library. b. to discredit or show to be false: 
[~ + down + obj]: He tore down the theory that some 
races are more intelligent than others. [~ + obj + 
down): The scientists were quick to tear that theory 
down. 9. tear into, [~ + into + obj] to attack quickly 
and viciously: The army tore into the enemy. 10. tear 
up, a. to tear into small shreds: [~ + up + obj]: He tore 
up the message. [~ + obj + up]: He tore the message 
up. b. to cancel or annul: [~ + up + obj]: to tear up a 
contract. [~ + obj + up]: to tear a contract up. —n. 
[count] 21. the act of tearing. 12. a place where some- 
thing is or has been torn, ripped, or pulled apart. 13. Jn- 
formal. a spree: The shoppers went on a tear through 
the mall. See TORN. 

tear-drop (tér/drop’) /'tior,drop/ n. [count] 1. a tear. 2. 
something shaped like a falling drop. 

tear’ gas’ (tér) /trar/ n. [noncount) a gas that stings the 
eyes and makes them water, thus producing temporary 
blindness, used in battles or to put down riots, etc. 

tear-jerk-er (tér/jur/kar) /‘tiar,d33rkar/ n. [count] Infor- 
mal. an overly emotional or sentimental story, play, or 
the like, designed to cause the audience to cry. 

tease (téz) /tiyz/ v., teased, teas-ing, 1. —v. 1. to irri- 
tate, bother, or anger (Someone or an animal) with jokes, 
playful words or actions, or other annoyances: [~ + obj]: 
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She teased me about my girlfriends. [no obj}: Dont 
tease; it’s cruel to animals. 2. to excite someone's inter- 
est or desire with no intention to gratify it; tantalize: [no 
obj): She thought he really liked her, but he was just 
teasing. [~ + obj]: just teasing her. 3. [~ + obj) to fluff 
up (the hair) by holding at the ends and combing toward 
the scalp so as to give body to a hairdo: Her hair was 
teased. —n. [count] 4. a person who teases: She's such 
a tease. 

tea-spoon (té’spoon’) /'tiy,spuwn/ n. [count] 1. a small 
spoon used to stir tea and coffee, eat dessert, etc. 2.a 
cooking measure equal to 1/6 fluid ounce (4.9 ml). 
—tea/spoon ful’, n. [count], pi. -fuls. 

teat (tét, tit) /tiyt, tıt/ m. [count] 1. a nipple through 
which milk is sucked by young mammals. 2. something 
resembling a teat. 

tech (tek) /tek/ adj. 1. technical: The computer whizzes 
were talking tech taik. —n. 2. [noncount] technology. 3. 
[count] a technician: a lab tech. See -TECHN-. 

tech., an abbreviation of: 1. technical. 2. technology. 

-techn-, root. -techn- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “skill; ability.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: POLYTECHNIC, TECH, TECHNICAL, TECHNICIAN, TECH- 
NIQUE, TECHNOLOGY. 

tech-ni-cal (tek/ni kal) /‘teknikol/ adj. 1. [before a 
noun) of or relating to an art, science, or the like: techni- 
cal skill. 2. found in, or special to, a particular art, etc.: a 
technical journal. 3. [before a noun) of, relating to, or 
showing technique: The skaters were judged on their 
technical ability. 4. (before a noun) concerned with the 
mechanical or industrial arts and the applied sciences: a 
technical school. 5. considered so by a Strict interpreta- 
tion of the rules: a technical offense. —tech/ni-cal-ly, 
adv.: Technically we are thirty seconds late, but | don't 
think anyone will care that much. See -TECHN-. 

technicality (tek/ni kali tē) /tekni'kalitiy/ n. 
[count]. pi. -ties. a very small point, detail, expression, 
or rule: Because of a technicality the convicted killer went 
free. See -TECHN-. 

techeni-cian (tek nish’an) /tek'nifan/ n. [count] 1. one 
trained or skilled in technical parts of a field of study or 
work. 2. a person skilled in the technique of an art, as 
music or painting. See -TECHN-. 

tech-nique (tek nék/) /tek'niyk/ n. 1. [noncount) the 
manner and ability with which an artist, athlete, etc., uses 
technical skills in a particular art, field of study, etc.: The 
diver showed perfect technique on that dificult dive. 2. 
[count] any method used to accomplish something: a 
simple technique for making sure 1 don't ruin my disks. 
See -TECHN-. 

tech-noc-ra-cy (tek nok/ra sē) /tek'nokrasiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -cies. a system of government in which tech- 
nological experts manage and control the economy, gov- 
ernment, etc. —techeno-crat n. (tek/na krat’) /'te- 
kna, ,kræt/ [count] See -TECHN-. 

tech-nol-o-gy (tek nola jé) /tek'nnlad3iy/ n., pl. -gies. 
1. [noncount) the branch of knowledge that deals with 
applying science and engineering to practical uses. 2. 
[count] a technological process or invention: new tech- 
nologies for computer chip manufacturing. —tech-no- 
log-i-cal (tek/na loj/i_ kal) /,tekno'lnd3ztkal/ tech/no- 
log/ic, adj. —tech/no-log/i-cal-ly, adv. —tech-nol/o- 
gist, n. [count] See -TECHN-. 

tec-ton-ics (tek ton/iks) /tek'tontks/ n. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb) the branch of geology that studies 
structural features of the earth for clues regarding earth- 
quakes. 

ted-dy bear’ (ted/é) /‘tediy/ n. [count] a stuffed toy 
bear. 

te-di-ous (té/dé as, té/jas) /'tiydiyas, 'tiyd3as/ adj. of or 
relating to tedium: a tedious book; a tedious lecture. 
—te/di-ous-ly, adv. —te/di-ous-ness, n. [noncount) 
te-di-um (t@/dé əm) /‘tiydiyam/ n. [noncount) the qual- 
ity or state of causing another to feel tired and bored; te- 
diousness. 

tee (tē) /tiy/ n., v., teed, tee-ing. —n. [count] 1. a. Also 
called teeing ground. the area from which the first 
stroke on each hole of a golf course is played. b. a small 
peg or a mound of earth from which a golf ball is driven 
at the beginning of each hole. 2. a stand on which a 
football is rested to position it for kicking before a kick- 
off. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to place (a ball) on a tee. 4. tee 
off, a. [no obj) to strike a golf ball from a tee: They fi- 
nally teed off at eleven o'clock. b. Slang. to make angry 
or irritated: [~ + obj + olf: iter cheating and lying tee 
me off. {~ + off + obj): tler lies teed off everybody on 
that comrnittee. 
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teem (tém) /tiym/ v. [no obj; (~ + with + obj)) to have 
plenty of; to abound with: The lake was teeming with 
fish. 

teen (tén) /tiyn/ adj. [before a noun) 1. teenage: teen 
fashions. —n. [count] 2. a teenager. See TEENS. 

teen-age (tén/aj’) /‘tiyn,cyd3/ also teen/aged’, adj. 
of, relating to, or characteristic of people in their teens. 
—teen-ag-er, n. [count] 

teens (tēnz) /tiynz/ n. [plural 1. the numbers 15 
through 19: Temperatures will fall into the teens tonight. 
2. the ages of 13 to 19 inclusive: two sons in their teens. 

teeny (tē/nē) /'tiyniy/ adj., -niver, -ni-est. TINY. 

teen-y-bop-per (té/né bop/ar) /'tiyniy,bopor/ n. [count] 
informal. a teenager, esp. a girl, devoted to teenage 
fads, etc. 

tee’ shirt’, n. T-SHIRT. 

tee-ter (tē/tər) /‘tiytor/ v. [no obj) 1. to move unstead- 
ily: The ladder teetered, then crashed down. 2. to waver; 
fluctuate: Prices teetered on the edge of 150, then fell 
sharply. —n. [count] 3. a seesaw. 

teeth (téth) /tiy@/ n. pl. of TOOTH. 

teethe (téth) /tiyð/ v. [no obj], teethed, teeth-ing. to 
grow teeth. 

tee-to-tal-er (tē tot/l ar, té7tdt/-) /tiy'towtlor, 'tiy,towt-/ 
n. [count] one who never drinks intoxicating beverages 
or liquor. Also, esp. Brit., tee-to/’tal-ler. 

Tef-lon (teflon) /‘teflon/ 1. Trademark. [noncount) a 
material that has a slippery, nonsticking surface: Teflon is 
used in electrical insulation and on the coatings of frying 
pans. —adj. 2. characterized by the ability to avoid 
blame or criticism: a Teflon politician who never angers 
the voters. 

tel., an abbreviation of: 1. telegram. 2. telegraph. 3. tel- 
ephone. 

tele-, prefix. 1. tele- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “far.” It is attached to roots and sometimes 
words and means “reaching over a distance, carried out 
between two remote points, performed or operating 
through electronic transmissions”: telegraph; telekinesis; 
teletypewriter. 2. tele- is also used to mean “television”: 
telegenic; telethon. Also, esp. before a vowel, tel-. 

tel-e-cast (tei kast’) /‘telt,kast/ v., -cast or -cast-ed, 
-cast-ing, n. —v. 1. to broadcast by television: [~ + 
obj): to telecast a show live. [no obj): to telecast live. 
—n. [count] 2. a television broadcast. —tel’e-cast/er, n. 
[count] 

tel-e-com-murni-ca-tions (tel/i kə myōō’ni kā/shənz) 
/tehko,myuwni'keyfanz/ n. [noncount; used with a sin- 
gular verb] 1. Sometimes, telecommunication. the sci- 
ence and technology of sending information over great 
distances, in the form of electromagnetic signals, as by 
telegraph or television. 2. Usually, telecommunication. 
the act or fact of communicating in such a manner: in 
constant telecommunication with London. 

tel-e-con-fer-ence (teli kon’fer ans, -frans) /'teh- 
,konforons, -frons/ n., v., -enced, -enc-ing. —n. [count] 
l. a business meeting, etc., in which the participants are 
in different locations and communicate with equipment 
like phones, radio, etc. —v. [no obj] 2. to participate in 
such a meeting. See -FER-. 

tel-e-genric (teli jen’ik) /teli'dzenik/ adj. having physi- 
cal qualities that are attractive or pleasing when seen on 
television: a felegenic news anchor. See -GEN-. 

telegram (tel/i gram’) /‘tell,gram/ n. a message sent 
by telegraph: [count]: He received a telegram that con- 
gratulated him on his one hundredth birthday. [non- 
count; often: by + ~): The message came by telegram. 

telegraph (tel/i graf”) /‘teli,graf/ n. [noncount) 1. a 
system or a device for sending messages to a distant 
place, esp. by electric signals between two devices con- 
nected by a conducting wire: sent by telegraph. —v. 2. to 
send or transmit (a message) by telegraph to (someone): 
[~ + obj): They telegraphed a message to her. [~ + obj 
+ obj): They telegraphed her the message. [~ + that 
clause): They telegraphed that the next train was carrying 
the gold. [no obj): They telegraphed ahead with the 
news. 3. [~ + obj) to let someone else see (one’s 
intentions, etc.), but without knowing one has done so: 
The boxer telegraphed his left hook by dipping his arm 
just before aiming it. —te-leg-raspher (ta leg/ra fər) 
/to'legrofər/; esp. Brit., te-leg/ra-phist, n. [count] See 
-GRAPH-. 

tel-e-graphric (teli grafik) /,teli'grafik/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to the telegraph or to telegraphy. 2. with unnec- 
essary words removed so as to shorten, as is customary 
in a message sent by telegraph: fhe telegraphic language 
of the sign that read: “Back soon; deliveries in rear.” 
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te-leg-ra-phy (ta leg/rə fē) /ta'legrafiy/ n. (roncourit] 
the technique or practice of constructing or operating tel- 
eqraphs. See -GRAPH-. 

tel-e-kienessis (tel/i ki nē/sis, -ki-) /,teliki'niysis, -kay-/ 
n. [noncount) the supposed ability to move or change in- 
animate objects by mental power alone. 

tel-e-mar-ket-ing (tel’a mar’ki ting) /‘telopmarkitin/ n. 
[noncount] selling or advertising by telephone. —tel/e- 
mar/ket-er, n. [commit] 

te-lem-e-try (ta lem/i tré) Aa'lemitriy/ n. [noncount] 
the automated sending of data from a distant source, 
esp. from space to a ground station. —tel-e-met-ric 
(tel’a me/trik) /,tela'metrik/ adj. See -METER-. 

te-lep-a-thy (ta tep’a thé) /tə'lepəðiy/ n. [noncourit] 
communication between minds by some means other 
than the senses: /n the story the aliens have mertal te- 
lepathy that enables theni to comniunicate across great 
distances. —tel-e-patheic (tel’a path/ik) /,telo'paOik/ 
adj. —tel’e-path/i-cal-ly, adv. See -PATH-. 

tel-e-phone (tel/a f6n’) /'telo,fown/ n., v., -phoned, 
-phon-ing. —/. 1. Also called phone. a device, system, 
or process for sending sound or speech to a distant 
point, esp. by an electric device: [count]: There were no 
telephones on the highway. [noncount; often: by + 7): 
See if we can reach him by telephone. See illustration at 
OFFICE. —v. 2. to send (a message) by telephone to 
(someone); phone: [~ + obj: They telephoned her with 
the news. [~ + obj + obj): They telephoned her the 
message. [~ + that clause): She telephoned that there 
had been an accident. [no obj}: They telephoned ahead 
witht the news. —tel’e-phon/er, ri. [count] See -PHON-. 

tel/ephone tag’, n. [nonconnt]) many unsuccessful at- 
tempts by two persons to connect with one another by 
telephone: We played telephone tag: I left her a mes- 
sage, she returned it when | wasn't there, and wher | 
called back again she had gone. 

tel-e-pho-to (tel’a £6/td) /‘telo,fowtow/ adj. of or relat- 
ing to camera equipment that can take pictures over long 
distances: a telephoto lens. 

tel-e-scope (tel/a skop’) /'teloskowp/ n, adj, v., 
-scoped, -scop-ing. —n. [count] 1. a viewing instrument 
for making distant objects appear nearer when viewed. 
—adj. (before a noun) 2. consisting of parts that fit and 
slide one within another. —v. 3. to slide or force together 
(the parts of something), one into another: [no obj): Her 
music stand telescoped into a portable, six-inch stick. [~ 
+ obj}: to telescope the music stand. 4 [~ + obj) to 
shorten or condense; compress: to telescope a speech. 
See -SCOPE-. 

tel-e-scop-ic (tel/a skop/ik) /,telo'skopik/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to a telescope: a telescopic lens. 2. having parts 
that can be slid or collapsed together: a telescopic music 
Stand. See -SCOPE-. 

tel-e-thon (tel’s thon’) /‘tela,Onn/ n. [count] a television 
broadcast extended over many hours, usually one de- 
signed to raise money for a charity or cause. 

Tel-e-type (teli tip’) /teli,tayp/ Trademark. a brand of 
machine that prints messages received from other, simi- 
lar machines at other locations: [count]: a Teletype. 
[noncount): receiving the news by Teletype. See -TYPE-. 

tel-e-van-ge-list (tei van/ja list) /jteli'vaend3oalist/ n. 
[count] an evangelist who conducts religious services on 
television. —tel’/e-van/’ge-lism, n. [noricount] 

tel-e-vise (tel’a viz’) /‘telo,vayz/ v., -vised, -vis-ing. to 
broadcast by television: [no obj): They couldn't televise 
during the hurricane. [~ + objj: Which station will tele- 
vise the World Soccer Cup? See -vis-. 

tel-e-viesion (tel/ə vizh/an) /'telo,vizon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the broadcasting of images through radio waves to re- 
ceivers that project these images on a picture tube: fhe 
powerful influence of television. 2. [count] Also, televi- 
sion set. a device or set for receiving television broad- 
casts: He bought a new television. 3. [noncount] the 
practice of television broadcasting: majoring in televisior 
arid communications. See -Vvis-. 

telex (teleks) /‘teleks/ n. 1. [noncount; sometimes: 
Telex] a two-way communication service in which ma- 
chines that can send and receive printed messages are 
connected through a public telecommunications system: 
Telex enables direct communication between subscribers 
who are at remote locations. 2. [count] a message trans- 
mitted by this system: / received a telex asking me to 
send the sales information at once. —v. 3. to send (a 
message) by telex to (someone): [~ + Obj}: Telex the 
sales figures at once to the home company. [~ + obj + 
obj): How about telexing them the sales figures as soon 
as possible? 
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tell (tel) /tel/ v., told (told) /towld/ telling. 1. to narrate 
(a Story, etc.) to (someone): [~ + obj): He told a story to 
the children. (~ + obj + obj\: He told the children a 
Story. [no Obj\: The story tells of the legend of King Ar- 
thur. 2. to make known (a fact, news, etc.) to (someone); 
communicate: [~ + obj + obj): He told us the news of 
her death. [~ + obj + about/of + obj): He told us about 
her death. (~ + obj + (that) clause): He told us that slie 
liad died. 3. [~ + obj + obj) to inform (a person) of 
something: He told me his name. 4. to utter (the truth, 
etc.); speak: [~ + obj (+ to + obj): He wasn't telling 
the truth to his wife. (~ + obj + obj): He wasn't telling 
his wife the truth. 5. [~ + objj to express (thoughts, 
feelings, etc.) in words: to tell one’s love. 6. to reveal to 
others by speaking to them about (something private): [~ 
+ obj + obj): I just told her a secret. [~ + obj (+ to + 
obj)): | told a secret (to my wife). [no obj): Will you hate 
me if I tell? 7. (not: be + ~ing] to say or assert posi- 
tively: [~ (+ obj) + clause): | can't tell (you) when infla- 
tion will come down. (no obj: When will inflation come 
down? I cant tell yet. 8. [not: be + ~-ing] to be able to 
see clearly; identify; distinguish; know: [~ + obj}: to tell 
twins apart. [~ + clause): to tell if it is night or day. [no 
obj ): Don't ask me how I know; I can just tell. 9. to or- 
der or command: [~ + obj + to + verb]: Tell her to 
stop. [~ + obj + (that) clause]: | told her (that) she 
should pull the car over and stop. 10. [usually not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj + clause] to give evidence of (some- 
thing) to (someone); indicate: The light on the dashboard 
tells you if you're driving too fast. 11. {rio Obj; (~ + on 
+ obj)] to produce a strong effect: The strain of his job 
begar to tell on him. 12. tell off, to scold severely: [~ 
+ obj + off}: It was about tinie somebody told hint off. 
[~ + off + obj): He told off the whole class because no 
one was handing in assignments. 13. tell on, [~ + on 
+ obj) to tattle on: Don't tell on your sister. —Idiom. 
14. all told, when all have been counted: All told, seven- 
teen planes were shot down. 15. tell it like it is, [no 
obj) Informal. to be blunt and tell the whole truth: Let me 
tell it like it is: Things are tough arid they're going to get 
tougher. 16. time will tell, [no obj) in time, the facts 
will be clearly Known: Sle may have the miakings of an 
excellent teacher; time will tell. —Usage. See say. 

tell-er (tel/ar) /'telor/ n. [count] 1. one who works in a 
bank to receive or pay out money over the counter. See 
illustration at BANK. 2. One who tells; a narrator. 

telling (teling) /‘telin/ adj. 1. having force or effect: a 
telling blow. 2. revealing: a telling analysis. —tell’/ing-ly, 
adv. 

tell-tale (tel/tal’) /‘tel,teyl/ s. [count] 1. one who tells 
secrets; tattler. 2. a thing serving to indicate something, 
as a light on an electronic device indicating that it is 
ready: The telltales glowed green, meaning the bonibs 
could be dropped. —adj. (before a noun) 3. revealing 
something not meant to be known: a felltale blush. 4. 
giving notice of something. 

telly (tel7é) /'teliy/ n., pl. -lies. Chiefly Brit. TELEVISION. 

teemer-i-ty (tə mer/i tē) /ta'meritiy/ nu. [roncount) reck- 
less boldness; rashness: the temerity to speak to her that 
way. 

temp (temp) /temp/ n. [count] 1. a temporary worker, 
esp. in an office. —v. [no obj} 2. to work in this way: 
temping for a detective agency. 

-temp-, root. -temp- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “time.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
CONTEMPORARY, CONTRETEMPS, EXTEMPORANEOUS, TEMPO, TEM- 
PORARY, TEMPORIZE. 

temp., an abbreviation of: 1. temperature. 2. temporary. 

tem-per (tem/per) /‘tempor/ nu. 1. [count] a state of 
mind or feelings; habit of mind; disposition: in a bad 
temper; has a sweet teniper. 2. [noncount] heat of pas- 
sion, shown in anger, resentment, etc. 3. [noncount] 
calm disposition; composure: to lose one's teniper. 4. 
[uoncount] the degree of hardness and strength im- 
parted to a metal. —v. [~ + obj} 5. to moderate; soften 
or tone down: to temper justice with mercy. 6. to give 
strength or toughness to (iron) by heating and cooling: fo 
teniper steel. 

tem-pereaement (tem/par 3 ment, -pra meant) /‘tempo- 
romont, -promont/ n. 1. nature or frame of mind; natural 
disposition: [norcount): differences in teniperament be- 
tween the twins. [count]: The child has att easygoing 
temperament, 2. [Noncount] unusual frame of mind, as 
shown by unusual actions: a display of teniperanient. 

tem-per-ance (tem/per ans, ten/prans) /'temparans, 
‘temprons/ n. [noncount] 1. self-control; moderation or 
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self-restraint. 2. the act of never drinking alcoholic liq- 
uors. 

tem-per-ate (tem/per it, tem/prit) /‘temporit, 'temprit/ 
adj. 1. moderate or self-restrained; not easily losing 
one’s temper. 2. moderate in behavior, as in the use of 
alcoholic liquors. 3. moderate in respect to temperature: 
the more temperate mountainous regions of Kenya. 
—tem/per-ate-ly, adv. —tem/per-ate-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

tem-per-a-ture (tem/par a char, -chöór/, -pra-) /'temp- 
dratfor, -,tfor, -pra-/ n. 1. a measure of the warmth of 
an object with reference to a standard scale: [count]: very 
cold temperatures this winter. [noncourit): a sudden 
change in teniperature. 2. [count] a. the degree of heat 
in a living body, normally about 98.6°F (37°C) in humans: 
The nurse took my temperature. b. a fever: The baby has 
a teniperature. 

tem-pered (tem/pard) /'tempoard/ adj. 1. having a spec- 
ified temper or disposition: a good-tenipered child. 2. 
made less intense or violent. 3. of or relating to iron that 
has been tempered. 

tem-pest (tem/pist) /‘tempist/ nu. [count] 1. a violent 
windstorm. 2. a violent argument, commotion, or dis- 
turbance. —-Idiom. 3. tempest in a teacup or teapot, 
an uproar or great argument over something small, mi- 
nor, Or unimportant. 

tem-pes-tu-ous (tem pes/chdd as) /tem'pestfuwoas/ adj. 
1. of or relating to tempests: the tempestuous seas dur- 
ing the hurricane. 2. full of argument, anger, commo- 
tion, or noise: a fenipestuous meeting. —tem-pes/tu- 
ously, adv. —tem-pes/tu-ous-ness, n. [noncount) 

tem-plate or tem-plet (tem/plit) /templit/ n. [count] 
1. a pattern or mold to help measure or to help in mak- 
ing copies of a thing. 2. a flat strip, as of cardboard, 
placed on a computer keyboard to provide ease of refer- 
ence to software commands. 

tem:-ple’ (tem/pel) /‘tempoal/ n. [count] 1. a place for the 
service or worship of a deity. 2. a synagogue. 

tem:-ple? (tem/pal) /‘tempoal/ n. [count] 1. the part of the 
face on either side of the forehead. 2. either of the side- 
pieces of a pair of eyeglasses extending back above the 
ears. 

tem-po (tem/po) /'tempow/ n. [count], pl. -pos, -pì (-pe) 
/-piy/. 1. the rate of speed of a musical passage or work. 
2. any normal rate or rhythm: the fast tempo of city life. 
See -TEMP-. 

tem-porral (tem/per al, tem/pral) /‘temporal, 'temprol/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to time: teniporal measurement of 
the solar day. 2. of or relating to the present life; worldly: 
temporal joys. 3. of or relating to verb tenses or the ex- 
pression of time: a temporal adverb. —tem/porral-ly, 
adv. See -TEMP-. 

tem-porrarsy (tem/pa rer’é) /‘tempa,reriy/ adj, n., pl. 
-rar-ies. —adj. 1. lasting or effective for a time only; not 
permanent: The new bill will create 75,000 teniporary 
jobs. —n. [count] 2. an office worker hired for a short 
period of time and paid on a daily basis. —tem-porrar-i+ 
ly (tem/pə rar’a lē) / tempa'reoroaliy/ adv.: Work with us 
temporarily and see if you'd like to stay. —tem/po-rar’i+ 
ness, n. [noncount) See -TEMP-. 

tem:-porrize (tem/pə riz’) /‘tempo,rayz/ v., -rized, -riz: 
ing. to refuse to come to a decision in order to gain 
time: [0 obj): He teniporized until he had more time to 
think the problem: through. (used with quotations). “I just 
don't know,” lie terporized, “we'll liave to wait and see.” 
—tem/po-riz/’er, 1. (comst) See -TEMP-. 

tempt (tempt) /tempt/ v. 1. to attract (someone) to do 
something, esp. something unwise, wrong, or immoral: 
(~ + obj): Satan tempted Jesus in the desert. [~ + obj 
+ to + verb): The devil tenipted him to sin, 2. to attract, 
appeal strongly to, or invite: [~ + obj]: The offer ternipts 
me. [~ + obj + to + verb): He's tenipted to take a job 
in the U.S. 3. [~ + obj) to put to the test in a risky way: 
You are tenipting fate by making all those arrangements 
for your new liome before you buy it —temp-ta/tion, rı. 
[count; norcourit] 

tem:purra (tem poor’a) /tem'pura/ u. [noncount] a Jap- 
anese dish of seafood or vegetables dipped in batter and 
deep-fried. 

ten (ten) /ten/ n. [connut] 1. a cardinal number, nine plus 
one. 2. a symbol for this number, as 10 or X. 3. a set of 
this many persons or things. 4. a ten-dollar bill. 5. Also 
called ten’s place. a. (in a mixed number) the position 
of the second digit to the left of the decimal point. b. (in 
a whole number) the position of the second digit from 
the right. —adj. 6. amounting to ten in number. 

-ten-, root. -teri- comes from Latin, where it has the 
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meaning “hold.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ABSTINENCE, CONTENT, CONTINENT, COUNTENANCE, IMPERTINENT, 
INCONTINENT, LIEUTENANT, PERTINENT, RETENTIVE, SUSTENANCE, 
TENABLE, TENACIOUS, TENANT, UNTENABLE. SEE -TAIN-. 

ten-a-ble (ten’a bal) /'tenabal/ adj. capable of being 
held, maintained, or defended: a tenable position in the 
negotiations. —ten-a-bili-ty (ten/a bili tē) /,tena'bilitiy/ 
ten/a-ble-ness, n. (noncount] —ten/ably, adv. See 
-TEN-. 

te-na-cious (ta nā/shəs) /ta'neyfas/ adj. 1. holding 
tightly: a tenacious grip. 2. highly retentive: a tenacious 
memory. 3. unwilling to give in, weaken, or surrender: 
tenacious in spite of all the obstacles in his path. —tes 
na/cious-ly, adv. —te-na/cious-ness, n. [noncount] See 
-TEN-. 

te-nacei-ty (to nas/i tē) /to'nesitiy/ n. [noncount] the 
quality of being tenacious. See -TEN-. 

tenancy (ten’an sé) /'tenonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [non- 
count] a holding by a tenant; tenure. 2. [count] the 
length of time of a tenancy. See -TEN-. 

teneant (ten/’ant) /‘tenont/ n. [count] 1. one that rents 
and occupies land, a house, etc., from another; a lessee: 
The landlord was cruel to all his tenants. 2. an occupant 
of any place. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to hold or occupy as a 
tenant; dwell in; inhabit. See -TEen-. 

ten’ant farm/er, n. [court] one who farms the land of 
another and pays rent with cash or with a portion of what 
he or she produces. 

tend’ (tend) /tend/ v. 1. [~ + to + verb] to be likely to 
do something; to happen often: Things tend to happen 
fast in the city. 2. (of a person) to be disposed toward an 
idea, etc.: [~ + to + verb]: tends to be optimistic. [~ + 
to/toward + obj): Her philosophy tends toward a belief in 
many gods. 3. [no obj) to lead in a certain direction, or 
to some result or condition: Prices tended downwards 
during the depression. 4. [~ + to/toward + obj] to have 
a tendency toward a particular quality: This wine tends 
toward the sweet side. See -TEND-. 

tend? (tend) /tend/ v. to watch over and take care of: [~ 
+ obj): to tend a fire. [~ + to + obj): Who will tend to 
the baby? 

-tend-, root. -terd- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “stretch; stretch out; extend; proceed.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ATTEND, CONTEND, DIS- 
TEND, EXTEND, INTEND, PORTEND, PRETEND, SUPERINTEND, TEND, 
TENDENCY, TENDER, TENDON. 

teneden-cy (ten/dən sé) /'tendonsiy/ n. [count], pl. 
-cies. a natural disposition to move or act in some direc- 
tion or toward some result: The car has a tendency to 
Slide to the left. See -TENnb-. 

ten-den-tious (ten den/shas) /ten'denfas/ adj. of or re- 
lating to a tendency to favor a point of view; biased: a 
tendentious novel. —ten-den/tious-ly, adv. —ten-den/- 
tious-ness, n. [noncourit] 

ten-der’ (ten/dar) /'tendor/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. 
soft or delicate in substance: a tender steak. 2. weak or 
delicate in constitution: tender skin that bruises easily. 3. 
[before a noun) young or immature: children of a tender 
age. 4. delicate or gentle: the tender touch of her hand. 
5. easily moved to sympathy or compassion; kind: a fen- 
der lieart. 6. affectionate or sentimental: gave ler a ten- 
der glance. 7. sharply or painfully sensitive: a tender 
bruise on his eye. 8. of a delicate nature and requiring 
careful handling: The question of his wife working for the 
company is a tender subject with him, —ten/der-ly, adv. 
: held the baby tenderly in her arms. —ten/der-ness, 1. 
(noricount) See -TEND-. 

ten-der? (ten/dar) /'tendər/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to present 
formally for acceptance: to tender one’s resignation. —n. 
2. [count] the act of tendering. 3. [noncount] something 
tendered or offered, esp. money. 4. [court] an offer 
made in writing by one party to another to perform cer- 
tain work, etc., at a given cost; a bid. —ten/der-er, n. 
(count) 

tend-er® (ten/dər) /'tendor/ n. [count] 1. one who at- 
tends to someone or something. 2. a ship that attends 
other ships, as for supplying materials, etc. 

ten-der-foot (ten/dar foot’) /tendar,fut/ n. [count], pl. 
-foots, -feet. an inexperienced person, esp. one not 
used to hardships. 

ten’der-heart/ed, adj. 
—ten/der-heart/ed-ly, adv. 
n. (noncount) 

ten-der-ize (ten’da riz’) /'tenda,rayz/ v. [~ + obj, 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make (meat) tender, as by pounding or 
marinating. —ten/der-iz’er, 1. [count] 

ten-der-loin (ten’dar loin’) /‘tendor,loyn/ n. (in beef or 


soft-hearted; sympathetic. 
—ten/der-heart’ed-ness, 
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pork) the tender meat of the muscle running through the 
front of the rump: [noncount)]: Tenderloin is expensive. 
[count]: She bought a few tenderloins for dinner. 

tenedieni-tis or ten-doeni-tis (ten’da ni/tis) /,te- 
ndo'naytis/ n. [noncount) inflammation of a tendon. See 
-TEND-. 

ten-don (ten/dan) /‘tendon/ n. [count] a cord or band of 
dense, tough, white, fiberlike tissue serving to connect a 
muscle with a bone or part: ripped a tendon in his leg. 
See -TEND-. 

tenedril (ten/dril) /‘tendril/ n. [count] 1. a threadlike 
stem of climbing plants that twines round another body, 
so as to support the plant. 2. something thin and curly 
like smoke rising upward: thin tendrils of smoke rising 
from his pipe. 

tenement (ten’a moant) /‘tenomont/ n. [count] Also 
called ten’ement house’. a run-down and often over- 
crowded apartment house, esp. in a poor section of a 
large city. 

ten-et (ten/it) /‘tentt/ n. [count] an opinion, principle, 
etc., held to be true: /f we cant agree on our basic 
tenets, then it is hard to discuss any further ideas. See 
-TEN-. 

tenenis (ten/is) /‘tenis/ n. [noncount) a game played on 
a rectangular court by players with rackets, in which a 
ball is driven back and forth over a low net. 

ten-or (ten/ar) /‘tendr/ n. 1. [count] the course of mean- 
ing that runs through something written or spoken; drift: 
The tenor of the meeting was one of tenseness. 2. 
[count] continuous course or movement: nothing to dis- 
turb the tenor of our lives. 3. a. [noncount] the adult 
male voice between the bass and the alto. b. [noncount] 
a part sung by or written for such a voice. c. [count] a 
singer with such a voice. —adj. 4. of or relating to the 
range of a tenor. See -TEN-. 

ten-pins (ten/pinz’) /‘ten,pinz/ n. 1. [noncount; used 
with a singular verb] a form of bowling, played with ten 
wooden pins. 2. tenpin, [count] a pin used in this game. 

tense’ (tens) /tens/ adj., tens-er, tens-est, v., tensed, 
tens-ing. —adj. 1. stretched tight, as a cord, etc.; rigid 
or stiff: tense muscles. 2. of or relating to a state of nerv- 
ous Strain: a tense moment. —v. 3. to make or become 
tense: [no obj]: Her neck muscles tensed in the sudden 
cold. [~ (+ up) + obj): He tensed (up) his muscles when 
he heard the guard open his cell. —tense/ly, adv.: They 
sat tensely through the whole movie. —tense/ness, n. 
(noncount] See -TEND-. 

tense? (tens) /tens/ n. a category of verbs or changes in 
the forms of verbs that serve chiefly to show or refer to 
the time of the action or state expressed by the verb; one 
of the forms of a verb that conveys time: [count]: How 
many verb tenses are there in English? [noncount]: how 
different languages express tense. See -TEMP-. 

ten-sile (ten/sal, -sil, -sil) /‘tensal, -sil, -sayl/ adj. of or 
relating to tension: tensile strain on a wire. See -TEND-. 

tenesion (ten’shan) /‘tenfon/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
stretching; the state of being stretched: the tension of her 
leg muscles as she performed on the balance beam. 2. 
[noncount] emotional strain, esp. intense suspense, anxi- 
ety, or nervousness: a lot of tension in his job. 3. a 
strained relationship between individuals, etc.: [non- 
count]: Tension increased along the border. [count]: 
Tensions sprang up between the two nations. 4. [non- 
count] electromotive force; electrical power or potential. 
See -TEND-. 

tent (tent) /tent/ n. [count] 1. a movable shelter of cloth, 
etc., held up by poles and held down by stakes in the 
ground. —v. 2. to (cause to) live or stay in a tent: [no 
obj): to tent in the parks of Ontario. [~ + obj): to tent 
the homeless victims of the hurricane, See -TEND-. 

ten-ta-cle (ten’ta kal) /‘tentokol/ n. [count] a slender, 
easily bent part like a limb on certain animals that serves 
as an organ to grab or feel things; a feeler. —ten/ta- 
cled, adj. 

ten-ta-tive (ten/te tiv) /‘tentotiv/ adj. 1. of the nature of 
an experiment: reached a tentative agreement and pre- 
vented a strike. 2. unsure; not definite or positive; hesi- 
tant: a tentative smile. —ten/ta-tive-ly, adv. —ten/ta- 
tiveness, 1. [norncount] 

ten-ter-hook (ten/tar hddk’) /‘tentor,huk/ n. [count] 
—Idiom. on tenterhooks, in a state of suspense or 
anxiety: on tenterhooks waiting for the results of the lab 
test. 

tenth (tenth) /ten®/ adj. 1. next after ninth; being the or- 
dinal number for ten. 2. being one of ten equal parts. 
—n. [count] 3. a tenth part, esp. of one (%10). 4. the tenth 
member of a series. —adv. 5. in the tenth place; tenthly. 


tendinitis to terminology 


ten-ueous (ten’yoo as) /'tenyuwəs/ adj. 1. lacking a 
sound basis: a tenuous, unconvincing argument. 2. thin 
or slender in form, as a thread. —ten/u-ous-ly, adv. 
—ten/u-ous-ness, 17. [noncount] 

ten-ure (ten/yar) /‘tenyor/ n., v., -ured, -ureing. —n. 1. 
[noncount) the holding of anything, as of property, a po- 
litical job, etc.: the tenure of an office. 2. [count] the 
length of time for holding something: enjoyed a tenure of 
only a few months before serious criticism began. 3. 
[noncount] a status granted to an employee indicating 
that the position is permanent: The professor was 
awarded tenure. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to give tenure to. See 
-TEN-. 

te-pee (té/pé) /‘tiypty/ n. [count], pl. -pees. a tent made 
from animal skins placed on a conical frame of long 
poles. 

tep-id (tep/id) /‘tepid/ adj. 1. moderately warm; luke- 
warm: tepid water. 2. characterized by a lack of force or 
enthusiasm: tepid support from her boss. —te-pid-i-ty 
(te pidi tē) /te'piditiy/ tep/id-ness, n. [noncount] 
—tep/id-ly, adv. 

te-quiela (ta kē/lə) /tə'kiylə/ n. [noncount) a strong liq- 
uor from Mexico, distilled from the agave. 

term (turm) /tarm/ n. 1. [count] a word or group of 
words designating something, esp. in a particular field: 
Define the term atom as it is used in physics. 2. [count] 
the time or period through which something lasts: a one- 
year terin of office. 3. [count] a division of a school year, 
during which instruction is regularly provided: It's the 
Start of a new term. 4. [noncount) a set time or date, as 
at the end of a period of time, for the payment of rent, 
interest, etc.: At term you'll be paid a high rate of inter- 
est. 5. [noncount] the completion of pregnancy: She's 
now at term; when will labor start? 6. terms, [plural] a. 
conditions with regard to payment, etc.: The car dealer 
promised reasonable terms. b. conditions limiting what 
is proposed to be done: The terms of the treaty were 
clear. c. relations; standing: She's on good terms with 
everyone. 7. [count] each of the numbers in a mathe- 
matical expression, formula, etc. —v. 8. to give a particu- 
lar name to; call: [~ + obj + obj]: termed the settle- 
ment a breakthrough. [~ + obj + adjective): termed the 
agreement “preposterous.” —Idiom. 9. bring (some- 
one) to terms, to force to agree to certain conditions. 
10. come to terms, to reach an agreement. 11. in 
terms of, with regard to; concerning: /n terms of salary, 
the job is terrible. 12. in the (short or) long term, in a 
(short or) long while from the present: /n the short 
term—say, a few months—interest rates will go up. See 
-TERM-. 

-term-, root. -term- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “end; boundary; limit.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DETERMINE, EXTERMINATE, INDETERMINATE, IN- 
TERMINABLE, PREDETERMINE, TERM, TERMINAL, TERMINATE, TER- 
MINOLOGY, TERMINUS. 

tersema-gant (tûr/mə gent) /'tərməgənt/ n. [count] 1. a 
violent or brawling woman. —adj. 2. violent; brawling; 
Shrewish. 

terminal (tur’ma nl) /‘tsrmoanl/ adj. 1. located at or 
forming the end of something: a terminal bud of a 
flower. 2. forming the end of a series, succession, etc.; 
concluding: the terminal lecture in the series. 3. occur- 
ring at or causing the end of life: a terminal disease. —n. 
[count] 4. a terminal part of a structure. 5. a. a point at 
the end of a transportation system, as a railroad line, or 
any important junction within the system. b. the facilities 
located at a terminal: The new terminal has a number of 
good restaurants. SEE ILLUSTRATION. 6. any device for en- 
tering information into a computer or receiving informa- 
tion from it, as a keyboard with video display unit: The 
terminal was hooked up to the mainframe. 7. the point 
where current enters or leaves a part in an electric cir- 
cuit. —ter/mi-nal-ly, adv.: terminally ill patients. See 
-TERM-. 

tersmi-nate (tir/ma nat’) /‘tarmo,neyt/ v., -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. 1. to (cause to) come to an end; cease: [~ + 
obj): vowed to terminate hostilities. [no obj]: When will 
hostilities terminate? 2.[~ + obj] to dismiss from a job; 
fire: He was terminated from the company almost imme- 
diately. 3. [no obj] (of a public conveyance) to end a 
scheduled run or flight at a certain place: The boat ride 
terminates in downtown Prague. See -TERM-. 

ter-mi-nol-o-gy (tûr/mə nol/a jé) /,tsrmo'nolad3iy/ m., 
pl. -gies. the system of naming things or defining terms 
of a subject: [poncount): A certain amount of terminology 
has to be defined before we can talk about computers. 
[count]: a terminology that confuses learners. —teremi-+ 
no-log:i-cal (tur/ma nl oj/i kal) /,tarmoan|'nd3tkal/ adj.: A 
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terrninological difference 
—ter’/mi-no-log/i-cal-ly, 
(count) See -TERM-, -LOG-. 

teremienus (tûr/mə nas) /'tarmanas/ n. [count], pl. -ni 
(-ni’) /-,nay/ -nus-es. the end of anything, as the end of a 
railroad line or the station at the end of a railway or bus 
route. See -TERM-. 

termite (tar/mit) /‘tarmayt/ n. [count] a soft-bodied in- 
sect that feeds on wood: Somie termites are highly de- 
structive to buildings. 

tern (tarn) /tarn/ n. [court] a web-footed water bird re- 
sembling a gull. 

ter-naery (tur/na rē) /'t3rnoriy/ adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. 
1. consisting of or involving three; threefold; triple. 2. 
third in order or rank. —n. [court] 3. a group of three. 

-terr-, rool. -lerr- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “earth; land.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: EXTRATERRESTRIAL, SUBTERRANEAN, TERRACE, TER- 
RAIN, TERRARIUM, TERRESTRIAL, TERRIER, TERRITORY. 

ter-race (ter/as) /‘teras/ n., v., -raced, -raceing. —n. 
(court) 1. a raised, level area of land with sharply rising 
sides made of stone, etc., esp. one of a series of levels 
rising one above another. 2. an open area connected to 
a house and serving as an outdoor living area; patio or 
balcony. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to form into a terrace or ter- 
races: beautifully terraced landscapes. See -TERR-. 

ter-ra cot-ta (ter’a kot’a) /'ter's koto/ n., ph terra 
cot-tas. 1. [noncount] a hard, brownish red clay used 
for ornaments in buildings and in pottery. 2. [count] 
something made of terra cotta. See -TERR-. 

ter’ra fir/ma (fûr/mə) /‘farmo/ n. (norcount] firm or 
solid earth; dry land (as opposed to water or air). See 
-TERR-. 

ter-rain (ta ran’) /ta'reyn/ nu. [noncourit] a piece of land, 
esp. with reference to its natural features: hilly terrain. 
See -TERR-. 

ter-ra-pin (ter’a pin) /‘terapin/ n. (count) a North Amer- 
ican turtle that lives in fresh or partly salty waters. 

ter-rareicum (tə rar7é əm) /to'reariyam/ n. (count), pl. 
-rareietums, -raria (-rar/e ə) /-'reoriya/. a glass con- 
tainer for growing and displaying plants. See -TERR-. 

ter-res-tri-al (tə res/tré al) /ta'restriyal/ adj. 1. of or 
relating to the earth as distinct from other planets: ter- 
restrial atmosphere. 2. of or relating to land as distinct 
from water: Most terrestrial creatures have less need to 
be streamlined thar marine creatures. —n. [count] 3. an 
inhabitant of the earth, esp. a human being. See -TERR-. 

ter-rieble (ter’a bal) /'terabal/ adj. 1. distressing; severe: 
a terrible battle. 2. horrible; awful: We had a terrible time 
al their party. 3. very great: a terrible responsibility. 
—ter/ri-ble-ness, n. (noncount]) —ter/riebly, adv. 

tereriver (ter/ē ar) /‘teriyor/ n. [count] a breed of usually 
small dogs, used originally to drive wild animals out of 
their burrow. See -TERR-. 

ter-rifeic (tə riffik) /to'rifrk/ adj. 1. extraordinarily great: 
They left with terrific speed. 2. extremely good; wonder- 
ful: We had a terrific vacation. 3. causing terror; terrify- 
ing: a terrific crashing noise. —tererif/iecalely, adv. 

tereri-fied (ter’a fid’) /‘tera,fayd/ adj. filled with terror; 
extremely fearful: The terrified child wouldn't go out in 
the dark after watching that horror movie. 

ter-riefy (ter’a fi’) /‘tero,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, -fy-ing. 
to fill with terror: The horror movie terrified the child. 

ter-ri-fy-ing (ter/a fing) /'tera,faytn/ adj. causing or 
bringing terror: a terrifying nightmare. —ter/riefy/ingsly, 
adv.: a terrifyingly real nightmare. 

ter-ri-to-rival (ter/i tôr/ē al, -tdr/-) /,tert'toriyal, -'towr-/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to territory or land: territorial claims. 
2. of or relating to a particular area. See -TERR-. 

ter-ri-toery (ter/i tôr/ē, -tōr/ē) /‘terttoriy, -,towriy/ n., 
pl. -ries. 1. [noncount] an area of land, esp. with regard 
to its geographical features; terrain: mountainous terri- 
tory. 2. the land and waters belonging to or under the 
control of a state, etc.: [noncount]: A country’s embassy 
in a foreign country is considered its own territory. 
[count]: a few territories that were once its colonies. 3. 
(count; usually Territory) a. a region of the U.S. not yet a 
state but having its own legislature and an appointed 
governor. b. a similar district elsewhere, as in Canada. 4. 
[noncount) a field or area of knowledge, etc.: This was 
familiar territory to readers of Tolstoy's novels. 5. (count) 
the region assigned (by a company, etc.) to a representa- 
tive, etc., as for making sales. 6. the area that an animal 
defends against intruders, esp. of the same kind: [non- 
count): a cat establishing territory as its own. (count): An- 
imats intruding on others’ territories are quickly chased 
away. See -TERR-. 


led to misunderstanding. 
adv. —ter/mi-nol/o-gist, n. 
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ter-ror (ter/ar) /‘teror/ nu. 1. [noricourit]) intense, sharp, 
deep, and overwhelming fear: filed with terror at the 
thought of death. 2. [count] a person or thing that 
causes such fear: the terrors of the niglit. 3. [noncount] 
violence or threats to force others to do one’s will: tHe 
use Of terror to achieve political aims. 4. (court) Infor- 
nial. an annoying or unpleasant person or thing: Do we 
have to take care of tlie little terrors again tonight? 

terrorism (ter’a riz/am) /‘tera,rizam/ n. [noncount] 
the use of violence and threats to frighten and force 
one’s will on another, esp. for political purposes. —ter’- 
ror-ist, n. (court): terrorists who were active in the over- 
throw of the government. —adj.: terrorist activities. 

ter-ror-ize (tera riz’) /‘tera,rayz/ v. [~ + obj), -ized, 
-izeing. to fill or overcome with terror. 

ter-ry (ter/é) /'teriy/ n. [nonconnt] 1. Also called ter’ry 
cloth’. a fabric with uncut loops often used for toweling. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. made of terry: a terry towel. 

terse (tûrs) /tars/ adj., ters-er, ters-est. 1. short and to 
the point; brief: a terse message to head Straight for the 
war zone. 2. sharply and impolitely or rudely short; 
brusque: Her response was a terse rejection. —terse/ly, 
adv. —terse/ness, n. (noncount] ——Syn. See CONcIseE. 

ter-tiearsy (tur/shé er/é, -sha rē) /'tarfiy,eriy, -Joriy/ 
adj. of the third order, rank, stage, formation, etc.; third. 

test (test) /test/ n. [count] 1. a set of problems, ques- 
tions, etc., for evaluating a person’s abilities, skills, or 
performance: a driver's test. 2. the means by which the 
quality of anything is determined: a test of a new prod- 
uct. 3. a trial of the quality of something: to put the new 
car to the test. —v. 4. to (cause someone to) undergo a 
test of any kind: [~ + obj): The schoot has to test you on 
your writing ability. [no obj): The hospital wants to test 
for diabetes. 5. [no obj) to perform on a test: People test 
better in a relaxed environment. See -TEST-. 

-test-, root. -test- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “witness.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ATTEST, CONTEST, DETEST, INCONTESTABLE, INTESTATE, PRE- 
TEST, PROTEST, PROTESTANT, PROTESTATION, TEST, TESTAMENT, 
TESTATE, TESTIFY, TESTIMONIAL, TESTIMONY. 

tes-tasment (tes/ta mont) /testomant/ n. [count] 1. a 
legal document that specifies how one’s personal prop- 
erty shall be given away after one’s death; a will. 2. 
something that proves the existence of something else; a 
proof: a testament to his hard work. See -TEST-. 

tes-tate (tes/tat) /'testeyt/ adj. having made and left a 
legal and proper will. See -TEST-. 

tes-ti-cle (tes/ti kal) /‘testrkal/ n. [count a testis. 

tes-ti-fy (tes/tə fi’) /‘testaffay/ v., -fied, -fy-ing. 1. to 
state or declare under oath, usually in court: (no obj): 
The witness was afraid to testify. (~ + (that) clause]: tes- 
tified that she had seen him fleeing from the scene of the 
crime. 2. [~ + to + obj] to give or provide evidence 
about something: This excelfent book testifies to the au- 
thor’s ability. —tes/ti-fi/er, n. [count] See -TEST-. 

tes-tiemoeni-al (tes’ta mō/nē al) /,testa'mowniyal/ n. 
[count] 1. a formal written statement about a person’s 
character, conduct, etc.: a very favorable testimonial 
praising her excellent work. 2. something given or done 
to express admiration: gave her a testimonial at her re- 
tirement. —adj. 3. relating to or serving as a testimonial: 
a testimonial dinner. See -TEST-. 

testimony (tes/ta md/né) /'testo,mowniy/ n., ph. 
-nies. 1. [noncount] the statement of a witness under 
oath: took testimony from the next witness. 2. evidence 
that supports a fact or statement: [nonconnt]: an im- 
provement that was testimony to the correctness of his 
decision. [count]: a testimony to the correctness of his 
decision. See -TEST-. 

testis (tes/tis) /'testis/ n. [count], pł. -tes (-tēz) /-tiyz/. 
the male reproductive gland that produces sperm. See 
-TEST-. 

tes-tos-ter-one (te stos/tə ron’) /te'stosta,rown/ n. 
(noncourt] the sex hormone released by the testes that 
stimulates the development of male sex organs, hair 
growth, and sperm development. 

test’ tube’, n. (cont) a hollow tube of thin glass with 
one end closed, used to hold chemicals, specimens, etc., 
in laboratory experiments. 

test/-tube’ ba/by, n. [comit] a baby that develops 
from an egg that has been fertilized outside the mother’s 
body and placed in her womb to grow and be born. 

tes-ty (tes’té) /'testiy/ adj., -tiver, -ti-est. irritable; im- 
patient; touchy: a testy reply. —tess+tiely (tes/tl €) /‘test- 
liy/ adv. —tes/ti-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

tet-a-nus (tet/n as) /'tetnos/ n. [monconi] a disease in 
which muscles, esp. of the lower jaw and neck, undergo 


tête-à-tête to thaw 


spasms and then become stiff: Tetanus sometimes leads 
to paralysis of the musctes. 

tête-à-tête (tat/a tat’, tet’a tet’) /‘teyta'tcyt, 'tetə'tet/ 
n., pl téte-a-tétes, adj., adv. —n. [count] 1. a private 
conversation between two people. 2. Also called vis-a- 
vis. a small sofa shaped like an S so that two people can 
converse face to face. —adj. [before a noun] 3. of, be- 
tween, or for two people alone. —adv. 4. (of two per- 
sons) together in private: fo sit tête-à-tête. 

teth-er (teit/’ar) /‘tedor/ n. [count] 1. a rope, etc., to 
which an animal is fastened so as to limit its range of 
movement. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to fasten or confine with or 
as if with a tether. —Idiom. 3. at the end of one’s 
tether, at the end of one’s resources, patience, or 
strength: She's at the end of her tether and explodes with 
anger every hour. 

tet-ra-cy-cline (te’tra si/kKlén, -klin) /,tetro'saykliyn, 
-klin/ n. [noncount] an antibiotic drug made from a 
mold. 

text (tekst) /tekst/ n. 1. [noncount]) the main body of 
matter in a manuscript, book, etc., as distinguished from 
notes, appendixes, illustrations, etc: Did you look at the 
pictures or did you actually read the text? 2. [count] the 
actual, original words of an author or speaker, as op- 
posed to a translation, etc.: We could send away for a 
copy of the text of the interview. 3. [count] any of the 
various forms in which a writing exists: The text is a me- 
dieval transcription. 4. [count] a textbook: The texts 
haven't arrived for the class yet. 5. [count] a short pas- 
sage of Scripture, esp. one chosen as the subject of a 
sermon: He chose as the text for his sermon the Sermon 
on the Mount. —tex-tueal (teks’chdo al) /'tekstfuwal/ 
adj.: textual analysis. 

text-book (tekst/bdok’) /'tekst,buk/ n. [count] 1. a book 
used by students in a particular branch of study. See il- 
lustration at school. —adj. [before a noun) 2. character- 
istic of or suitable for including in a textbook: a textbook 
example of administrative incompetence. 

tex-tile (teks/til, -til) /tekstayl, -til/ n. [count] 1. cloth 
or goods produced by weaving, knitting, etc. —adj. [be- 
fore a nonn) 2. woven or capable of being woven: textile 
fabrics. 3. of or relating to textiles: the textile industry. 

tex-ture (teks/char) /‘tekstfar/ n. [count] 1. the physical 
Structure of a material, etc., determined by its size and 
shape and the arrangement of its parts: soit of a sandy 
texture. 2. the appearance and feel of a textile fabric: 
wool of a coarse texture. 3. the appearance of a work of 
art, determined by the materials used, paint applied, etc. 
4. the quality present in something by the relation of its 
parts or elements: the texture of that Beethoven sonala. 
—tex/tur-al, adj. 

-th, suffix. -th is attached to words that refer to numbers 
to form adjectives referring to the number mentioned: 
(four + -th ~) fourth; tenth. 

Thai (ti) /tay/ n. 1. [count] a person born or living in 
Thailand. 2. [noncount] the language spoken in Thai- 
land. —adj. 3. of or relating to Thailand. 4. of or relating 
to the lanquage spoken in Thailand. 

thalamus (thal’a mas) /'Oxelomos/ nu. [count], pL -mi 
(-mi’) /-,may/. the middle part of the brain, serving to 
transmit and bring together messages from the senses. 

than (than, then; unstressed than, an) /dwn, den; un- 
Stressed dan, an/ conj. 1. (used after comparative adjec- 
tives and adverbs and certain other words, such as other, 
more, etc., to introduce the second part of a compari- 
son): an increase of more than fifty dollars a week; She's 
taller than I am. The rabbit runs faster than the turtle. 2. 
(used after some adverbs and adjectives that express 
choices or differences, such as other, otherwise, else, an- 
ywhere, differerit, etc., in order to introduce a choice (in- 
cluding a rejected choice) or to name or show a differ- 
ence in kind, place, style, identity, etc.): We had no 
choice other than to return homie. I'd rather walk there 
than drive. 

thank (thangk) /Oxnk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to express grati- 
tude to (someone): We thanked him for his generosity. 2. 
to hold responsible; blame: We Have him to tharik for this 
lawsuit. —n. [plura 3. thanks, an expression of a 
grateful feeling for a kindness, etc.: Let us give thanks for 
this neal. —interj. 4. thanks, (used as a way of saying “I 
thank you.”) —Idiom. 5. Thank God or thank good- 
ness, (used to express relief or gratitude that something 
is or comes out well or better than expected, or that 
harm or danger ls avoided): Thank God we have our 
health. 6. thanks to, because of; owing to; due to 
(sometimes used ironically): We were late thanks to the 
bad weather. 7. thank you, (used as a common expres- 
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sion of gratitude or appreciation, as for a gift or favor): 
She gave him a gift and he said, “Thank you.” 

thank-ful (thangk/fal) /'Oxnkfal/ adj. feeling or showing 
thanks: She was thankful for her job. —thank/fulely, 
adv. —thank/ful-ness, n. [noncount] 

thank-less (thangk/lis) /‘Oanklis/ adj. 1. not likely to be 
appreciated or rewarded: a thankless job. 2. not feeling 
or expressing gratitude; ungrateful: a thankless child. 
—thank/lessely, adv. —thank/less ness, n. [noncount] 

thanks-giv-ing (thangks’giv/ing) /,0anks'givrp/ n. 1. 
[noncount] the act of giving thanks. 2. [count] an expres- 
sion of thanks, esp. to God. 3. [proper noun; Thanksgiv- 
ing] a public celebration for giving thanks, esp. a holiday 
in the United States and Canada. 

that (that: unstressed that) /ðæt; unstressed dal pron. 
and adj., pI. those; adv.; conj. —pron. 1. (used to refer 
to a person or thing pointed out or present, mentioned 
before, or supposed to be understood by the speaker 
and the listener, or to give emphasis): That is her mother 
(= the woman we have just pointed to or spoken about). 
After that we never saw each other (= after some event 
we have just described,...). That's the man—with the 
plaid coat! (= the man you were just asking me if I'd 
seen). 2. (used to indicate one of several people or 
things already mentioned and to refer to the one that is 
farther away or more distant or remote in place, time, or 
thought; opposed to this): This is my sister and that’s my 
cousin (= The one next to me or near me is my sister, 
and the one farther away is my cousin). Here, l'H take this 
and you take that (= VH take the one near me, and you 
take the one near you or the one farther away from both 
of us). 3. (used to indicate one of several people or 
things already mentioned and to imply or suggest that 
there is a contrast between the two; opposed to this): 
This suit fits me better than that. 4. (used to introduce a 
relative clause, a clause that defines or says something 
to pinpoint the person or thing referred to): We saw the 
house that collapsed. 5. (used in conversation to add or 
connect something to some idea or statement previously 
made, so as to give more information about it): ‘I'd like 
to see you again tomorrow night.’—"That would be fine.” 
—adj. 6. (used before a noun to indicate a person, place, 
thing, or degree as indicated, mentioned before, present, 
well-known, or characteristic: That woman is her mother 
(= the one we were talking about). 7. (used before one 
noun from a group to indicate the one farther away or 
more distant or removed in time, place, or thought from 
the other or others already mentioned; opposed to this): 
This room is his and that one is mine (= The one near 
ns or near me is his, and the one near you or farther 
away from both of us is mine). 8. (used before a noun to 
indicate one of several people or things already men- 
tioned and to imply that there is a contrast between the 
two; opposed to this): not this house, but that one. 
—adv. 9. (used with adjectives and adverbs of quantity or 
amount) to the extent or degree indicated; so; as much 
as: Don't take that much (= Don't take as much as you 
have taken, or as much as my hand indicates or points 
to). 10. to a great extent or degree: / guess it’s not that 
important. —conj. 11. (used to introduce a subordinate 
clause that functions as the subject or object of the prin- 
cipal verb, introducing a necessary addition to a state- 
ment made, or introducing a clause that expresses 
cause, reason, purpose, aim, etc.: lmi sure that you'll like 
it. | believe that God exists. 12. (used to introduce an ex- 
clamation expressing strong feeling when another word, 
as a verb, has been left out): Oh, that I had never been 
born! (= Oh, I wish that | had never been born). 
—Idiom. 13. at that, in addition; besides: /t was a tong 
wait, and an exasperating one at that. 14. that is, to be 
more accurate: / read the book; that is, | read most of it. 
15. that's that, /nformal. there is no more to be said or 
done: Im not going, and that’s that! 16. with that, fol- 
lowing that; thereupon: She said, “I quit!,” and with that 
she len. 

thatch (thach) /Owtf/ n. [noncornnt] 1. Also, thatch/ing. 
a material, as straw, used to cover roofs. 2. a covering 
made of such a material. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to cover with 
or as if with thatch. —thatched, adj.: a thatched roof. 

thaw (thô) /0v/ v. 1. [no obj] to change from a frozen to 
a liquid state; melt: [no obj]: The meat thawed. [~ + 
obj): Use the microwave to thaw the meat. 2. [no obj; (~ 
+ out)] to get relief from the cold: Sit by the fire and 
thaw out. 3. [rno obj) (of the weather) to become warm 
enough to melt ice and snow. 4. to (cause to) become 
less hostile or aloof; to (cause to) become more friendly: 
[no obj): Relations between the two countries thawed. [~ 
+ obj): The glasses of vodka thawed the hostitity be- 
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tween the two sides. —n. [count] 5. the act or process of 
thawing. 6. a reduction or easing in tension or hostility. 
7. (in winter) weather warm enough to melt ice and 
snow. 

the’ (stressed thé; unstressed before a consonant tha, 
unstressed before a vowel the) /stressed diy; unstressed 
before a consonant 3a, unstressed before a vowel diy/ 
definite article. 1. (used before a noun or something 
functioning as a noun, wken the noun is known to the 
speaker and to the listener, or when it is about to be 
made known by having a clause that specifies it or 
makes it definite): Please close the window (= There is a 
window in the room that you and I both know about, and 
it is open). Here is the book you gave me (= Here is a 
book, and now you know which one I mean). Come on 
into the house for a drink (= We are standing near a 
house and we both know which house I am referring to.) 
She got a new computer and a printer. The printer is 
great, but the computer doesnt work (= After introduc- 
ing a computer and printer, the speaker then refers to 
them with the because now they are both known to or 
established in the mind of the listener). 2. (used before 
certain place names, some of which end in -s where the 
-s marks a plural); or where the place name is short for a 
longer name; and before certain others that are well 
known or unique): the Alps; the Mississippi (= short for 
the Mississippi River); the Bronx (= a borough of New 
York City). 3. (used before certain nouns thought of as 
unique and well known to the speaker and the listener): 
The sun (moon) went behind a cloud (= There is only 
one sun or moon). How is the weather today? 4. (used 
with or as part of a title): the Duke of Wellington. 5. 
(used to mark a noun as the best known, most approved, 
etc., of its kind): Butternut Mountain was considered the 
place to ski. 6. (used before a count noun to mark the 
noun in a generic meaning, to include all such examples 
of it): The dog is a four-legged animat (= All dogs are 
four-legged). The tiger is a ferocious animal (= All tigers 
are ferocious). 7. (used in place of a possessive pronoun, 
to note a part of the body or a personal belonging): He 
was Shot in the arm. 8. (used before nouns referring to 
musical instruments, even when speaking about them 
generally): She plays the violin. He plays the piano. 9. 
(used before certain adjectives to stand for a class or 
number of individuals, or for an abstract idea: to visit the 
sick (= to visit sick people), from the sublime to the ri- 
dicutous (= from a situation or things that are sublime to 
a Situation or things that are ridiculous). The poor need 
our help (= Poor people need our help). 10. (used to in- 
dicate a decade of a lifetime or of a century): the sixties. 
11. enough: She didn't have the courage to leave. 

the? (before a consonant tha; before a vowel the), adv. 
1. (used to modify an adjective or adverb that means or 
has the meaning “more’”) on that account or in some or 
any degree: He's been on vacation and looks the better 
for it. 2. (used before an adjective or adverb that means 
or has the meaning “most”): She is the tallest girl in her 
class. 

the-a-ter or thea-tre (thé’a tar, the?7-) /‘Oiyatar, ‘Biy?-/ 
n. 1. [count] a building or an outdoor area for plays or 
motion-picture shows. 2. [count] a room with rows of 
seats, used for lectures, etc. 3. [noncount] a. the thea- 
ter, drama as a branch of art, esp. as a profession. b. a 
particular type, style, or category of this art: Elizabethan 
theater. 4. [noncount] the quality of dramatic perfor- 
mance: The play is good theater. 5. [count] an area of 
activity, esp. where military operations are under way: the 
Pacific theater. 

the-ateriecal (thé a/tri kal) /Oiy'wtrikal/ adj. Also, the- 
at/ric. 1. of or relating to the theater. 2. suggestive of 
the theater and therefore not real; artificial; showy: theat- 
rical temper tantrums. —theeat/ri-cal-ly, adv.: “They're 
alt out to get me!” he exclaimed theatrically. 

thee (thé) /diy/ pron. the form of THOU, or you, used as 
an object of a verb or of a preposition: With this ring, | 
thee wed. 

theft (theft) /Oeft/ m. 1. [nonconnt] the act of stealing: 
larceny. 2. (count) an instance of this. 

their (thar; unstressed thar) /Ovor; unstressed dat/ pron. 
1. (used before a noun to indicate that the noun is pos- 
sessed by, owned by, or related in some way to a word 
that can be replaced by THEY) of them; of the people or 
things mentioned: their home (= the home owned by 
them); their rights as citizens (= the rights they have as 
citizens). 2. (used after an indefinite word that refers to a 
singular noun, like someone, anyone, a person, when the 
gender of the person is not known or referred to; some- 
times used instead of his or her): Someone tef their 


book on the table. Can't anyone do their homework by 
theniselves? Compare THEIRS. 

theirs (tharz) /Oear7/ pron. 1. (used after the verb be to 
indicate that the subject is possessed by, owned by, or 
related in some way to someone known or mentioned): 
Are you a friend of iheirs? That car is theirs. 2. (used to 
mean that the thing referred to belongs to them (some 
people already mentioned or understood): Theirs is the 
white house on the corner. 

the-ism (thé/iz am) /'Giyrz9m/ nu. [noncount) 1. belief in 
one God. 2. belief in the existence of a god or gods. 
—the/ist, n. (count), adj. —the-is/tic, adj. See -THEO-. 

them (them; unstressed tham, om) /dem; unstressed 
dam, am/ pron. 1. the form of the pronoun THEY used 
as a direct or indirect object of a verb, or as the object of 
a preposition: We saw them yesterday. I gave them the 
books. | ran toward them. 2. Informal. (sometimes used 
instead of the pronoun they after the verb to be): It’s 
them, across the street. It isn’t them. 3. (used instead of 
the pronoun their before a verbal noun ending in -ing, a 
GERUND, or before a verbal adjective ending in -ing, a 
present participle): The boys’ parents objected to them 
hiking without supervision. —adj. (before a noun) 

theme (thém) /Oiym/ n. [count] 1. a subject of a talk, a 
thought, or a piece of writing; topic: He returned to the 
theme of American values. 2. a unifying idea, or the 
most obvious point, as in a work of art, etc. 3. a short, 
informal essay, esp. a school composition. —the-mat-ic 
(thi mat/ik) /Oi'metrk/ adj. —the-mat/i-cal-ly, adv. 

theme’ song, n. [count] a song played at the begin- 
ning or end of a radio or TV show or a movie or that co- 
mes to be associated with it. 

them-selves (tham selvz’, them/-) /Oom'selvz, ,em-/ 
pron. {plural} 1. the reflexive form of the pronoun THEY, 
used when the object of a verb or preposition names the 
same noun as the subject: The boys washed themselves 
quickly. 2. (used to emphasize a plural noun): The au- 
thors themselves left the theater. 3. (used after a word 
like no one, everyone, anyone, a person, etc., to refer 
back to this word; it is used instead of the form himself 
or herself): People who ignore the law cannot calt them- 
selves good citizens. 4. their normal or customary 
selves: After a few hours’ rest. they were themselves 
again. 

then (then) /den/ adv. 1. at that time: Prices were lower 
then. 2. immediately or soon afterward: The rain stopped 
and then started again. 3. next in order of time or place: 
We ate, then we started home. 4. in that case; as a con- 
sequence; in those circumstances: /f you want to quit, 
then do so. 5. since that is so; as a consequence; there- 
fore: If the car is out of gas, then it won't start. —edj. 
(before a noun] 6. existing or being at the time indicated: 
In 1967, the then prime minister was indicted in a scan- 
dal. —n. [noncount) 7. that time: We haven't been back 
since then. ——Idiom. 8. but then, but on the other 
hand; however: He got turned down for a promotion, but 
then he never expected to get it. 9. then and there, at 
that precise time and place; at once: wonld have de- 
clared war then and there, but his cabinet forced him to 
reconsider. 

thence (thens) /Oens/ adv. from that place: / went to 
Faris and thence to Rome. 

thence-forth = (thens/forth/, 
-fOrth’) /,dens'for8, -'fowrd, 
from that time onward. 

-theo-, root. -theo- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “God; god.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ATHEISM, ATHEIST, MONOTHEISM, PANTHEON, POLY- 
THEISM, THEOCRACY, THEOLOGY, THEOSOPHY. 

the-oc-ra-cy (thé ok/ra sé) /Oiy'pkrasiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[nonconnt] a form of government in which a deity is the 
supreme ruler. 2. [voncount) a system of government by 
priests. 3. [Count] a state under such a government. 
—the-o-crateic (the ə krat/ik) /Oiyo'krivtik/ adj. —the/o- 
crat/i-cal-ly, adv. See -THEO-. 

the-o-lo-gian (thé’a lō/jən, -j€ an) /,Oiya'lowd3an, 
-d3iyan/ n. [count] a person studying theology. 

the-ol-o-gy (thé ol/a jé) /Viy'pladziy/ n., ph -gies. 1. 
[noncount] the study of divine things or of religious truth; 
the study of God (or gods). 2. [count] a particular form 
or branch of this study. —the-o-log-i-cal (thé’a loj/i kal) 
/ Oiya'lndzikal/ adj. See -THEO-. 

the-o-rem (thé’ar am, thér’am) /'iyərəm, 'Mərəm/ n. 
(count) Math. a statement that can be shown to be true 
from or on the basis of other statements. 

the-o-ret-i-cal (thé’a ret/i kəl) /,Oiyo'retikol/ also the/- 
o-ret/ic, adj. 1. of or relating to theory; working only 


-fOrth’, — thens/forth/, 
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with theory and not with practical affairs: She was inter- 
ested in theoretical physics and not applied physics. 2. 
existing only in theory; hypothetical: a theoretical possi- 
bility. —the/o-ret/i-cal-ly, adv.: Theoretically the two 
sides are no longer enemies because of the peace treaty. 
the-orrize (thé’a riz’, thér/iz) /‘Oiya,rayz, ‘Olorayz/ v., 
-rized, -riz-ing. to form a theory or theories: [no obj]: 
You're just theorizing about how verbs work in Latin. (~ 
+ that Clause): Einstein theorized that as objects ap- 
proached the speed of light they would shrink. —the-o- 
re-ticcian (thé’ar ə tish’an, thér’a-) /,Oiyora'tifon, 
'Oiora-/ theorist, n. [count] —the’o-riz’er, n. [count] 
the-orry (thē/ə rë, thér7é) /'Oiyoriy, 'Ərəriy/ n., pi. -ries. 
1. [count] Science. a group or collection of general state- 
ments that together as principles explain some fact or 
group of facts: Darwin's theory of evolution; quantum 
theory in physics. 2. [noncount) a body or collection of 
mathematical principles belonging to one subject: the 
study of number theory. 3. [noncourit] the branch of a 
science or art that deals with its principles or methods, 
as distinguished from its practice: He took corrses in 
nursic theory. 4. [count] an explanation for some fact or 
behavior claimed to be true but not yet proven: He has a 
theory about why so many students have trouble with the 
word the in English. —-Idiom. 5. in theory, under ideal 
conditions; theoretically: In theory everyone has certain 
equal rights. 
the-os-o-phy (thé os’a fē) /Biy'nsafiy/ n. [noncourt) a 
form of philosophical or religious thought based on a 
mystical view of divine nature. See -THEO-, -SOPH-. 
ther-aspeuctic (thera pydo’tik) /,Qera'pyuwtik/ adj. 
Also, ther’a-peu/ti-cal. 1. of or relating to therapy: a 
therapeutic drig. 2. serving to maintain or restore 
health: a therapeutic abortion. 3. having a good effect on 
one’s mental state, esp. in serving to relax or calm: Play- 
ing with the kids was therapeutic after a hard day at the 
office. —ther/’a-peu/ti-cal-ly, adv. 
ther-a-pist (ther’a pist) /‘Berapist/ n. [cont] 1. a per- 
son trained to provide therapy: a physical therapist; a 
speech therapist. 2. PSYCHOTHERAPIST. 
ther-aspy (ther’a pē) /'Berapiy/ n., pl. -pies. 1. [non- 
cont) the treatment of disease, injury, or disability by 
physical methods, as exercise or massage, without the 
use of drugs or surgery: pliysical therapy, speech ther- 
apy. 2. [ņnonconnt] PSYCHOTHERAPY. 3. [Count] any act, 
task, etc., that relieves tension. 
there (thar; wnstressed thar) /Òcər; unstressed dar/ adv. 
1. in or at that place (opposed to here): She is there 
now. We lived there (= in some place just mentioned or 
otherwise 1nderstood) for about a year. 2. at that point 
in an action, speech, etc.: He stopped there for applause. 
3. in that particular matter or instance: Your anger was 
justified there. 4. into or to that place; thither: We werit 
there last year. 5. (used, with some Stress, to call atten- 
tion to something or someone): There they go. There's 
the man I saw. —pron. 6. (used in place of a subject, 
and followed by the verb be and some other verbs to in- 
dicate that something exists): There are stilt some funds 
available for research. There are two big wiridows in this 
classroom. There appears to be something wrong. 7. 
(used in place of a name to address or greet a person): 
Hello, there. —r. [noncount] 8. that place or point: / 
come from there, too. —adj. 9. (used for emphasis, esp. 
after a noun modified by a demonstrative adjective): Ask 
that man there. —iriterj. 10. (used to express satisfac- 
tion, relief, etc.): There! It's done (= I'm glad it’s done). 
There, there, don't cry (= l'm sorry you feel bad). There 
you go (= Welt dorie!). — Usage. When there is used as 
the subject (as in definition 6), the person or thing that 
exists is usually not definite and comes after the verb, 
while the verb (such as be) agrees with that person or 
thing. In such sentences, the word there carries very little 
stress and more attention is paid to what comes after it. 
there-a-bout (thar’a bout’) /‘deors,bawt/ also there/a- 
bouts’, adv. 1. about or near that place or time: /ast 
June or thereabout. 2. about that number, amount, etc.: 
a dozen or thereabout. 
there-af-ter (tharaf/tar, -af/-) /Oeor'wftor, -'uf-/ adv. 
after that in time or sequence; afterward; subsequently. 
there-by (thar’bi’, thar/bi’) /,deor'bay, 'deor,bay/ adv. 
1. by that; by means of that: started his lawn mower at 
dawn, thereby eriraging the whole neighborliood. 2. in 
that connection or relation: Thereby hangs a tale. 
there-fore (thar/for’, -f6r’) /Oevor,for, -,fowr/ adv. as a 
result; for that reason; consequently: The new computer 
has more memory and is therefore faster thar the old 
one. 
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there-in (thâr/in/) /,deor'in/ adv. 1. in or into that place 
or thing. 2. in that matter, etc.; in regard to that thing: 
He couldn't focus on one job, and therein lay the prob- 
lem. 

there-of (thar/uv’, -ov’) /,dear'av, -'nv/ adv. 1. of that 
or it. 2. from or out of that origin or cause. 

there-to-fore (thar’ta fOr’, -f6r’) /,dearta'for, -'fowr/ 
adv. before or until that time. 

there-up-on (thar’a pon’, -pôn/, thar’a pon’, -pdn/) 
/‘Oeora,pon, -,pon, ,deora'pon, -'pon/ adv. 1. immediateiy 
following that. 2. in consequence of that. 

-therm-, root. -therm- comes from Greek, where it has 
the meaning “heat.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: HYPOTHERMIA, THERMAL, THERMODYNAMICS, THERMOMETER, 
THERMOSTAT. 

ther-mal (thûr/məl) /‘O63rmol/ adj. 1. Also, thermic. of, 
relating to, or caused by heat or temperature: thermal 
energy. 2. of or relating to hot or warm springs: thermal 
waters. 3. designed to help retain body heat: thermal un- 
derwear. —n. [count] 4. a rising air current caused by 
heating from the surface. 5. thermals, [plural clothing, 
esp. underwear, designed to help retain body heat. 
—ther/mal-ly, adv. See -THERM-. 

ther-mo-dy-nameics (thûr/mō di nam/iks) /,03rmow- 
day'nemiks/ n. [poncount; used with a singular verb] the 
science concerned with the relations between heat and 
mechanical energy or work, and the conversion of one 
into the other. —ther’/mo-dy-nam/ic, adj. See -THERM-. 

ther-emom-e-ter (ther mom/i ter) /Oor'momitor/ n. 
[count] an instrument for measuring temperature. See 
-THERM-, -METER-. 

ther-mos (thdr/mas) /'O3rmas/ n. [cont] an insulated 
container, used for keeping liquids hot or cold. Also 
called ther’mos bot/tle. See -THERM-. 

ther-mo-stat (thir/mo stat’) /‘O3rma,stat/ n. [cont] a 
device that measures temperature and automatically 
turns on or off a heating or cooling device: The thermo- 
stat in the furnace didn't work properly. —ther/mo- 
stat/ic, adj. —ther’mosstat/i-cal-ly, adv. See -STAT-,- 
THERN-. 

-thes-, root. -thes- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “put together; set down.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: ANTITHESIS, HYPOTHESIS, PARENTHESIS, 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS, PROSTHESIS, SYNTHESIS, SYNTHETIC, THESIS. 

the-sau-rus (thi sôr/əs) /Oi'soras/ n. (cont), pl -sau: 
rus-es, -Saurri (-SOr/i) /-'soray/. a dictionary listing words 
that are similar in meaning and words that are opposite 
in meaning. 

these (théz) /ðiyz/ pron., adj. pl. of THis. 

theesis (thé/sis) /‘Biysis/ n. [count], pl. -ses (-Séz) /-siyz/. 
1. a statement for consideration, esp. one to be arqued 
for or against: The candidate's thesis was that big gov- 
ernment spent too much money wastefully. 2. a subject 
for a composition or essay: Your essay needs a Clear the- 
sis. 3. a formal paper reflecting original research on a 
subject, esp. one presented by a candidate for an ad- 
vanced degree, as a master’s degree. See -THES-. 

thes-piean (thes’pé an) /'Oespiyan/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to acting or drama: We have need of your thespian tal- 
ents. —n. [cont] 2. an actor or actress. 

they (tha) /ðcy/ pron. pl., poss. their or theirs, obj. 
them. 1. (used when the speaker and the listener know 
the people or things the speaker is referring to) the plu- 
ral Of HE, SHE, and IT: Do you see those two girls? They're 
Staring at us. 2. (used to refer to people in general): 
They say he’s rich. It's what they call carpal tunnel syn- 
drome: pain from typing at the computer all day. 3. 
(used after a word or phrase like anyone, someone, a 
person, or whioever to refer back to that singular person 
without mentioning the sex of the person, in place of he 
or she): Whoever is of voting age, whether they are inter- 
ested in politics or not, should vote. Anyone who says 
they're not afraid of dying ts tying. 

they’d (thad) /Ocyd/ contraction. 1. a shortened form of 
they would: They'd like to see you now. 2. a shortened 
form of they had: They'd gone before we got there. 

they'll (thal) /dcyl/ contraction. a shortened form of they 
wilt: They'll probably be late because of the sriow. 

they’ve (thav) /dcyv/ contraction. a shortened form of 
they have: They've already left. They've already been 
here. 

thick (thik) /O1k/ adj. and adv., -er, -est, n. —adj. 1. 
having a great distance from one surface to the opposite; 
not thin: a thick slice of bread. 2. (after a noun or phrase 
of measurement] measured between opposite surfaces: a 
board one inch thick. 3. made up of objects close to- 
gether; dense: difficult to see through: The planes 
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couldn't land in the thick fog. 4. [be + ~ + with] filled 
or covered: The air was thick with tobacco smoke. 5. not 
clearly pronounced or articulated: thick speech. 6. easy 
to notice; obvious: / have a thick Russian accent when | 
speak English. 7. deep or profound: thick darkness. 8. 
intimate; close (in friendship): thick friends. 9. heavy; not 
easily poured: thick soup. 10. mentally slow; stupid: 
Sornetimes he can be a little thick. —adv. 11. in a thick 
manner, 12. close together: vines growing thick. 13. so 
as to produce something thick: The cheese was sliced 
thick. —n. [noncount) 14. the densest or most crowded 
part: in the thick of the fight. —-Idiom. 15. thick as 
thieves, close in friendship; very friendly. 16. through 
thick and thin, under both favorable and unfavorable 
conditions; faithfully: They stayed friends through thick 
and thin. —thick/ly, adv. —thick/ness, n. [noncomnt] 

thick-en (thik’an) /‘Oikon/ v. 1. to (cause to) become 
thick or thicker: [no obj): When the soup thickens, shut 
off the heat. [~ + obj]: Thicken the soup by adding flour 
to it. 2. [no obj] to become more complicated or confus- 
ing: The plot thickens now. —thick/en-er, n. [count] 
—thick/en-ing, n. [noncount] 

thick-et (thik/it) /‘Oikit/ n. [connt] a dense growth of 
shrubs, bushes, or small trees. 

thick-set (thik/set’) /'Oik'set/ adj. 1. heavily or solidly 
built; stocky: a thickset wrestler. 2. set in close arrange- 
ment; dense: a thickset hedge. 

thick/-skinned/’, adj. 1. having a thick skin. 2. not 
easily offended or irritated by criticism. 

thief (thef) /6iyf/ n. [count], pi. thieves (thévz) /Oiyvz/ 
one who steals, esp. secretly. 

thieve (thév) /ðiyv/ v. [no obj], thieved, thiev-ing. to 
Steal. —thiev/ing, adj. [before a nonn]: those thieving 
car dealers! —thiev/ish, adj. 

thiev-ersy (thé/va rē) /'Oiyvoriy/ n. [noncount] the act 
or practice of stealing; theft. 

thigh (thi) /Oay/ n. [count] 1. the part of the lower limb 
in humans between the hip and the knee. 2. the corre- 
sponding part of the hind limb of other animals. 

thim-ble (thim/bal) /'9ımbəl/ n. [count] a cap worn over 
the fingertip to protect it when pushing a needle through 
cloth. —thim/ble-ful’, n. (count), pl. -fuls. 

thin (thin) /6in/ adj., thinener, thinenest, adv., v., 
thinned, thinning. —adj. 1. having a small distance 
from one surface to the opposite; not thick: thin ice. 2. 
of small cross section in comparison with the length: a 
thin wire. 3. having little flesh; lean; not fat: had become 
thin after her stay in the hospital. 4. widely separated or 
scattered; sparse: thin vegetation; hair getting thin on 
top. 5. not thick or dense: thin soup. 6. lacking firmness, 
solidity, or volume; weak or insincere: a thin excuse; a 
thin smile; a thin voice. —adv. 7. in a thin manner. 8. 
not densely. 9. so as to produce something thin: The 
ham was sliced thin. —v. 10. to make thin or thinner: [~ 
+ obj): Thin the gravy by adding more water to it. [no 
obj; (~ + down)): The gravy will thin if you add too much 
water to it. He wants to thin down before summer. 11. 
[no obj; (~ + out)] to become lower in number or less: 
The crowd thinned (out) as the rain poured down. 
—thin/ly, adv. —thin/ness, n. [noncoirnt] 

thine (thin) /ðayn/ pron. 1. (used after the verb be or 
sometimes after a noun) the form of the pronoun THOU 
that is used to show possession: /t is thine; the glory 
thine. 2. the form of the pronoun THOU used before a 
noun beginning with a vowel or vowel sound: thine 
honor. Compare THY. 3. that which belongs to thee: 
Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. 

thing (thing) /@1n/ n. [count] 1. an object, usually not a 
person or animal: A noun is the name of a person, place, 
or thing. 2. an object not specifically named or desig- 
nated: Hand me that thing. What is that thing, anyway? 
3. anything that is an object of thought or discussion: an- 
other thing I want to talk to you about. 4. things, 
matters; affairs; circumstances in general: How are 
things? 5. a particular fact or circumstance: His death 
was a terrible thing. 6. Informal. a satisfying activity: a 
fun thing to do; Bicycling is his thing. 7. an achievement, 
deed, or accomplishment: / expect great things from our 
production team. 8. a detail, esp. particular detail: Do we 
have to go over every little thing? 9. aim; objective: The 
thing is to enjoy yourself. 10. an article of clothing: didn't 
have a thing to wear. 11. things, a. utensils for a pur- 
pose: the breakfast things. b. possessions that one owns: 
Pack your things and leave at once! 12. a task; chore: 
I've got things to do. 13. a living being; creature: That 
baby is a cute little thing, isn't he? 14. a thought; obser- 
vation: | had a thing or two to say about that. 15. Infor- 


mal. a special or strong attitude about something, either 
positive or negative: She has a thing about cats (= She 
likes/dislikes them). He has a thing for Irish music (= He 
likes it). 16. the thing, something that is correct or fash- 
ionable: Wearing baseball caps backward is the thing. 
—Idiom. 17. do one's thing, Informal. to follow a way 
of life that allows one to express oneself: Let the kids do 
their own thing and establish their independence. 18. 
for one thing, (used to introduce something to support 
what has been said): The economy is in a shambles. For 
one thing, unemployment is sky-high. 19. see or hear 
things, to hallucinate: After taking the drug he began to 
see things, and he couldnt shut them out of his mind. 

thing-a-ma-jig (things ma jig’) /'Oinama,d3ig/ n. 
(count) Informal. something whose name the speaker 
does not know or has forgotten: Hand me the thingama- 
jig from the bookshelf, please. 

think (thingk) /Oink/ v., thought (thôt) /Oot/ think-ing, n. 
—v. 1. [not: be + ~-ing; no obj) to have a conscious 
mind that can reason, remember, and make decisions: 
Descartes said, “I think, therefore I am,” meaning that 
the capacity to think was central to what it means to be 
human, 2. (no obj) to use one’s mind in a reasoning way 
to make a decision about a given situation: Think care- 
fully before you act. 3. to have a certain thing as the sub- 
ject of one’s thoughts: [no obj): I was thinking about col- 
lege the other day. [~ + (that) clause): | was thinking 
that our college days were the best years of our lives. 
(used with quotations]: “That's odd,” Alice thought. [~ + 
obj): Think nice thoughts and go to sleep. 4. [~ + of + 
obj) to call something to one’s conscious mind: to think 
of others less fortunate than we are. 5. to consider a 
possible action or plan: [no obj): thinking about cutting 
her hair. (~ + (that) clause): We think that we'll go back 
to Ithaca some day. 6. [~ + of + obj] to invent or con- 
ceive of something: to think of a plan. 7. (not: be + 
~ing; ~ + (that) clause] to have a belief or opinion: / 
think she is funny. 8. to consider a person or thing as in- 
dicated: [~ + adjective + of + obj): I only think well of 
her. (~ + obj + adjective): He thought me unkind. (~ + 
obj + noun): She thought him a total fool. 9. {~ + to + 
verb] to anticipate or expect: / did not think to call you; I 
know | should have. 10. think over, to evaluate for pos- 
sible action: [~ + obj + over]: Think the deal over and 
call us tomorrow. [~ + over + obj): Think over her offer. 
11. think through or out, to solve by thinking; come up 
with something by thinking: [~ + through/out + obj): to 
think through a problem. [~ + obj + through/out): to 
think a problem through. 12. think up, to invent; devise; 
create; come up with: [~ + up + obj): | couldn't think 
up a better excuse. [~ + obj + up): to think something 
up. —n. [count] 13. the act or a period of thinking: First, 
give it a good think. — Idiom. 14. think better of, [~ 
+ obj] to reconsider: He was all set to yell at her, but 
then he thought better of it and kept quiet. 15. think fit, 
[no obj) to believe or consider (something) to be proper 
or appropriate: Do as you think fit; I trust your judgment. 
16. think little or nothing of, [~ + little/nothing + of 
+ obj] to believe (something) to be not worthy of notice; 
belittle or disparage: thinks nothing of bicycling 20 miles. 
17. think the world of, [~ + obj] to like or admire 
greatly: Her father thinks the world of her. 18. think 
twice, to consider carefully before acting: urged him to 
think twice about going to Hanoi, —think/er, n. [count] 

think-ing (thingking) /‘Oinkin/ adj. (before a nonn) 1. 
able to think or use the mind: People are supposed to be 
thinking animals. 2. thoughtful: Any thinking person 
would reject that plan. —n. (noncoirnt) 3. thought; judg- 
ment: clear thinking. 

think’ tank’, n. [count] a research organization that 
analyzes problems and proposes solutions, as in political 
or social areas. Also called think’ fac’tory. 

thinener (thin’ar) /'Oinar/ n. (noncount) a liquid, as tur- 
pentine, used to soften or dilute paint, varnish, etc. 

thin’-skinned/, adj. 1. having a thin skin. 2. sensitive 
to criticism: He was thin-skinned about his computer 
programs. 

third (thûrd) /Osrd/ adj. 1. next after the second; being 
the ordinal number for three. 2. being one of three equal 
parts. 3. of or relating to the gear transmission ratio at 
which the drive shaft speed is next greater than that of 
second gear. 4. graded or ranked one level below the 
second: third mate. —n. 5. [count] a third part, esp. of 
one (4%): Cut it into thirds. 6. (count) the third member of 
a series. 7. [noncount) third gear: Put it (= the car, etc.) 
in third. 8. [count] a person or thing next after second in 
rank. —adv. 9. in the third place; thirdly. 
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third’-class/’, adj. of the lowest class or quality; inferior: 
a third-class power in world affairs. 

third’ degree’, n. (count; usually singular) thorough 
questioning and harsh treatment, esp. from the police to 
get a confession: The cops gave him the third degree un- 
til he told them who had shot the policewomatt. 

third’ par/ty, n. [count] 1. any party to a case or 
quarrel only partly involved and not one of the primary 
disputants. 2. (in a two-party system) a uSually temporary 
political party, often founded to promote a particular pol- 
icy. 3. a supplier of additional goods or support for a 
product or service who is neither the primary seller or 
supplier nor the purchaser. 

third’ per’son, n. (count; usually singular; usually: the 
+ ~] the grammatical form used when a speaker refers 
to anyone or anything other than the speaker or the one 
or ones being spoken to: The pronouns he, she, it, and 
they are in the third persort. 

third/-rate’, adj. 1. of the third rate, quality, or Class. 
2. obviously inferior; of very poor quality: a third-rate 
newspaper. 

Third’ World’, n. [noncount; usually: the + ~; some- 
times: third world) the underdeveloped or developing 
nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

thirst (thirst) /Oarst/ m. 1. a feeling of dryness in the 
mouth and throat caused by need of liquid: [count]: He 
had developed quite a thirst after working in the hot sun 
all day. [noncount]: to quench thirst. 2. [noncount] a 
need for liquid or moisture: dying of thirst. 3. [count] an 
eager desire for something; craving: a thirst for knowl- 
edge. —v. 4. [no obj] to feel thirst; be thirsty: “7 thirst,” 
he croaked. 5.[~ + for/after + obj) to have a strong de- 
sire for something: to thirst for adventure. —thirsticly, 
adv. 

thirsty (thir/sté) /‘Osrstiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. having a 
feeling of thirst: the thirstiest guy at the bar. 2. [be + ~ 
+ for] having a strong desire for something: He was 
thirsty for adventure. 

thir-teen (thir/tén’) /‘Osr'ttyn/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal 
number, 10 plus 3. 2. a symbol for this number, as 13 
or XIII. 3. a set of this many persons or things. —adj. 
[before a noun] 4. amounting to 13 in number. —thir/- 
teenth’, adj. 

thirsty (thûr/tē) /'Osrtiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. [count] 1. 
a Cardinal number, 10 times 3. 2. a symbol for this num- 
ber, as 30 or XXX. 3. a set of this many persons or 
things. 4. thirties, the numbers from 30 through 39, as 
in the years of a lifetime or of a century, or to degrees of 
temperature: temperatures in the low thirties; a teacher 
in her thirties. —adj. [before a noun] 5. amounting to 30 
in number. —thir/ti-eth, adj., n. [count] 

this (this) /Ois/ pron. and adj., pl. these (théz); adv. 
—pron. 1. (used to refer to a person, thing, idea, or 
event present or near or just mentioned or understood, 
or to give emphasis): This is my coat. 2. (used to refer to 
one of two or more persons, things, etc., pointing to the 
one that is nearer in place, time, or thought; opposed to 
that): This is Liza and that is Anty. 3. (used to refer to 
one of two or more persons, things, etc., suggesting a 
contrast; opposed to that): Do this, not that. 4. (used to 
mean “what is about to follow,” before some thing, ac- 
tion, or event is described or done): We do it like this: 
Remove the skin of the orange aid then peel the coating 
off, —adj. 5. (used before a noun to indicate that the 
person, place, thing, etc., that is mentioned is present, 
near, or known): This book is mine. 6. (used to indicate 
a person, thing, etc., that is nearer in time, place, or 
thought than some other person, thing, etc.; opposed to 
that): This dress fits you better than that one. 7. (used to 
suggest a contrast; opposed to that): This book, not that 
one. 8. (used instead of a or an to emphasize the next, 
unknown noun; it means “a certain’): So I'm walking 
down the street and this guy comes up to me. —adv. 9. 
(used with adjectives and adverbs of quantity or amount) 
to the extent indicated; as much as indicated: We've 
come this far; why turu back now? 
this-tle (this%al) /'0isəl/ a. [count] a prickly plant usually 
having purple flower heads. 
this-tle-down (this’al doun/’) /'O1sal,dawn/ u. [noncount] 
the white silky substance on a thistle. 
thith-er (thith/ər, thith’-) /‘Oidoar, 'O10-/ adv. to or to- 
ward that place or point; there: went thither in search of 
adventure. 
tho or tho’ (thd) /dow/ coj., adv. an informal, poetic, or 
simplified spelling of THouGH. 
thong (thong, thong) /0on, Onn/ n. [count] 1. a narrow 
strip, esp. of hide, used to fasten something or for whip- 
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ping. 2. a shoe or slipper held on the foot by a strip of 
leather between the first two toes. 

tho-rax (thôr/aks, thor/-) /‘Ooreks, 'Bowr-/ n. [count], pl. 
tho-rax-es, tho-ra-ces (thor’a séz’, thor/-) /'9ərə,siyz, 
'Oowr-/. 1. the part of the trunk of the body between the 
neck and the abdomen, containing the heart and lungs: 
In mammals the thorax is separated from the lower trunk 
by the diaphragm. 2. the portion of the body of an insect 
between the head and the abdomen. —tho-rac-ic (thə- 
ras/ik) /Oa'raesik/ adj. 

thorn (thorn) /Oorn/ n. 1. [count] a hard, sharp point 
growing out on a plant: Roses have thorns. 2. a tree, 
bush, or shrub having such sharp points: [noncount): 
rows of thorn. [count]: to cut down a few thorns. 3. 
[count] a source or cause of continual annoyance: A 
noisy neighbor can be a thorn in one’s side. —thorn/y, 
adj., -iver, -i-est. 

thor-ough (thûr/ō, thur’d) /'O3srow, 'Barow/ adj. 1. done 
or accomplished without forgetting anything: a thorough 
search. 2. complete; perfect; utter: thorough enjoyment. 
3. being very attentive to accuracy and detail: a thorough 
worker. —thor/ough-ly, adv. —thor/ough-ness, n. 
{noncount] 

thor-ough-bred (thûr/ō bred’, -ə bred’, thur’-) /'03- 
row,bred, -o,bred, 'Oar-/ adj. 1. of pure or unmixed 
breed, aS a horse or other animal; purebred. —n. 
[count] 2. a thoroughbred animal. 

thor-ough-fare (thûr/ō far’, -ə far’, thur’-) /‘O3row,feor, 
-o,feor, 'Oar-/ n. [count] 1. a road, street, etc., that leads 
at each end into another street: a busy thoroughfare. 2. 
a major road or highway. 

thor-ough-go-ing (thûr/ō gd/ing, -ə gd’-, thur’-) /'03- 
row,gowrn, -3,gow-, ‘Oar-/ adj. 1. doing things thor- 
oughly. 2. carried out to the full; thorough: a thorough- 
going investigation. 3. [before a noun] utter; unqualified: 
a thoroughgoing fool. 

those (thōz) /ðowz/ pron., adj. pl. of THAT. 

thou (thou) /daw/ pron., sing., nom. thou; poss. thy or 
thine; obj. thee; pl, nom. you or ye; poss. your or 
yours; obj. you or ye; Archaic (except in some prayers). 
The pronoun used for the person being spoken to (or for 
God as the address of a prayer), when the person is sin- 
gular and the subject of the sentence: Thou supportest 
the fallen, healest the sick, and releasest those who are 
in bondage. 

though (thd) /ðow/ conj. 1. in spite of the fact that; al- 
though; notwithstanding that: Though we tried hard, we 
lost the game. 2. even if; granting that: (Even) Though | 
walk in the valley shadowed by death, | will not be afraid. 
—adv. 3. for all that; however: Though fast, he wasn't fast 
enough. ——-Idiom. 4. as though, as if: /t seemed as 
though the place was deserted. 

thought! (thôt) /O0t/ n. 1. [moncount] the product of 
mental activity: a book on early Greek thought. 2. 
[count] a single act or product of thinking; idea or no- 
tion: to collect one’s thoughts. 3. [noncount] the act or 
process of thinking; mental activity; reflection: He was 
deep in thought and didn't hear me when | came in. 4. 
[noncount] intention, design, or purpose: There was no 
thought of going back now. 5. [noncount] consideration, 
attention, care, or regard: He gave no thought to his ap- 
pearance. — Related Words. THOUGHT is a noun, 
THOUGHTFUL is an adjective, THOUGHTFULLY is an adverb, 
THOUGHTFULNESS is a noun: He admitted that he hadn't 
given much thought to the idea. It was thoughtful of her 
to help you out. She thoughtfully helped him to his feet 
when he fell. Your thoughtfulness during our difficult 
times is greatly appreciated. 

thought? (thot) /Oot/ v. pt. and pp. of THINK. 

thought-ful (thot/fel) /‘Ootfal/ adj. 1. showing consider- 
ation or care for others; considerate: How thoughtful of 
you; you rementbered my birthday! 2. characterized by 
or showing careful thought: a thoughtful essay. 3. think- 
ing a great deal; contemplative; reflective: a thoughtful 
mood. —thought/ful-ly, adv.: He thoughtfully opened 
the door for her. —thought/ful-ness, n. [noncounit] 

thought-less (thdt/lis) /‘@otlis/ adj. 1. lacking in or not 
showing care or consideration for others: a thoughtless 
remark about her bruised face. 2. not thinking enough; 
careless: thoughtless about his health. —thought/- 
lessely, adv.: Someone thoughtlessly doubte-parked 
here. —thought/less-ness, n. {noncoumt] 

thou-sand (thou/zand) /'0awzənd/ n., pl. -sands, (as af- 
ter a numeral) -sand, adj. —n. [count] 1. a cardinal 
number, 10 times 100. 2. a symbol for this number, as 
1000 or M. 3. a set of this many persons or things. 4. 
thousands, a. the numbers between 1000 and 999,999, 
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as in referring to money. b. a great number or amount: 
Thousands came to see him at his first concert. 5. Also 
called thou’sand’s place’. a. (in a mixed number) the 
position of the fourth digit to the left of the decimal 
point. b. (in a whole number) the position of the fourth 
digit from the right. —adj. 6. amounting to 1000 in num- 
ber. —thou/’sandth, adj. —Usage. See HUNDRED. 

thrall (thrdl) /Orol/ n. [noncount] —Idiom. in thrall, in 
the power of someone or something: The speaker held 
us in thrall. 

thrash (thrash) /Oref/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to beat soundly in 
punishment; flog. 2. [~ + obj] to defeat thoroughly: Our 
team was thrashed by a score of 10-0. 3. [no obj] to 
plunge about wildly or violently: She was thrashing 
around in bed, having a terribly bad nightmare. 4. 
thrash out or over, [~ + out/over + obj] to talk over 
thoroughly to reach a decision or understanding: They 
decided to sit down arid thrash out an agreement. 

thrash-er (thrash/ar) /‘Orefar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that thrashes. 2. a long-tailed bird like a thrush. 

thread (thred) /Ored/ n. 1. a thin, fine cord of fiber spun 
out to great length: [noncount)]: | need some thread to 
sew a button back on. (count): Some threads are coming 
off your sleeve. 2. [count] the raised line on the long 
part of a screw: The threads had been stripped and the 
screw was useless. 3. [count] something that runs 
through the whole course of a thing, as a narrative, con- 
necting parts in sequence: / lost the thread of the story in 
all the confusion. 4. threads, [plura Slang. clothes: / 
tove your threads! —v. 5. [~ + obj] to pass the end of a 
thread through the eye of (a needle): fo thread a needle. 
6. [~ + obj] to fix or attach (beads, etc.) upon a thread 
that is passed through; string. 7. [~ + obj] to place and 
arrange thread, etc., in position on (a sewing machine, 
loom, etc.). 8. [~ + obj] to pass (tape, etc.) through or 
into a narrow opening: He threaded the film into the pro- 
Jjector and started the movie. 9. [~ + obj] to ornament 
with threads: silk threaded with gold. 10. to make (one’s 
way), aS past or around things or people that block or get 
in the way: [~ + obj]: threaded his way through the 
crowd. [no obj): He threaded through the crowd. 
—thread/er, r. [count] 

threadbare (thred/bâr/) /‘Ored,bear/ adj. 1. having the 
top, as of a fabric, worn off so that the threads of the 
weave lay bare: a threadbare jacket. 2. wearing thread- 
bare clothes; shabby or poor. 3. not having enough of 
something needed; meager: That threadbare account of 
his told us too little of what was happening. 

threat (thret) /Oret/ n. 1. a warning that one (or some- 
one) will harm another, if something is done or not done: 
[count]: Death threats were made against the witnesses. 
[noncount): under threat of death. 2. [count] a sign or 
warning of trouble or danger: the threat of war. 3. 
[court] a person or thing that threatens (peace, etc.): 
That bloodthirsty dictator is a tlireat to world stability. 

threat-en (thret/n) /‘Oretn/ v. 1. [~ + obj (+ with + 
obj)] to make a statement or promise that one will pun- 
ish or harm (another): The gangsters threatened him with 
the execution of his family if he didn't cooperate. 2. to 
promise to inflict (punishment, harm, etc.) on someone: 
[~ + obj]: They threatened swift retaliation if their de- 
mands were not met. [~ + to + verb): They threatened 
to retaliate immediately. [~ + that clause]: They threat- 
ened that they would all walk off the job. 3. to be a 
source of danger to; be likely to harm: [~ + obj]: to 
threaten one's peace of mind. [no obj): We wondered 
what to do if danger threatened. 4. [~ + obj] to give a 
warning of (something bad or unfortunate): The clouds 
threaten rain. 

threat-ened (thret/nd) /‘Oretnd/ adj. 1. being under 
threat: He felt threatened by the new genius his office 
hired. 2. (of a species of animal or plant) likely to be- 
come endangered: protection for threatened species. 

threat-en-ing (thret/n ing) /‘Oretn 19/ adj. 1. warning, 
or showing by one’s behavior, that one will injure, pun- 
ish, or harm another: made a threatening gesture. 2. 
causing alarm: dark, threatening storm clouds. 

three (thré) /Oriy/ n. (count) 1. a cardinal number, 2 
plus 1. 2. a symbol for this number, as 3 or Ill. 3. a set 
of this many persons or things. —adj. [before a noun] 4. 
amounting to three in number. 

three’-dimen/sional, adj. 1. having, or seeming to 
have, the dimension of depth as well as width and 
height. 2. (esp. of a piece of writing, etc.) lifelike: The an- 
thor makes all his characters three-dimensional. 

three R's, n. [plural: the + ~] 1. reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, the fundamentals of education: Parents 
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wanted more enipliasis on the three R's. 2. the funda- 
mentals or basic skills of any field. 

thresh (thresh) /Oref/ v. 1. to separate the grain from (a 
cereal plant), as by beating with a tool: [~ + obj]: to 
thresh the wheat. (no obj): spent all day in the fields 
threshing. —n. [count] 2. the act of threshing. Some- 
times, thrash (thrash) /Oref/. —thresh/er, n. (count) 

thresh-old (thresh/dld, thresh/’hdld) /‘Orefowld, 'Ore- 
Showld/ n. (count) 1. the bottom part of a doorway. 2. 
the entrance to a house or building: They waved good- 
bye from the threshold. 3. any point of beginning: He 
was on the threshold of a new career. 4. the point at 
which something begins to take effect: Her dream was 
hovering on the threshold of consciousness. He has a 
tow threshold of pain. 

threw (thrdo) /Oruw/ v. pt. of THROW. 

thrice (thris) /Orays/ adv. 1. three times. 2. in threefold 
quantity or degree. 

thrift (thrift) /Orift/ n. 1. [noncount] economical man- 
agement of one’s property; economy. 2. [count] Also 
called thrift’ institu’tion. a savings and loan associa- 
tion, savings bank, or credit union. —thrift/less, adj. 

thrift shop (thrift”shop’) /‘Orift fop/ n. [count] a retail 
store that sells secondhand goods at reduced prices. 

thrift-y (thrifté) /‘Oriftiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. showing or 
practicing thrift: a thrifty housekeeper wlio saved money 
by shopping carefully. —thrift-iely (thrifftl €) /‘Oriftliy/ 
adv.: shopping thriftily for bargains. —thrift/i-ness, n. 
(noncount] —Syn. See ECONOMICAL. 

thrill (thril) /Oril/ v. 1. to (cause to) feel a sudden wave of 
emotion or excitement: [~ + obj]: The good news 
thrittled him. [~ + atto + obj): to thrill at the thought of 
Faris. —n. [count] 2. a sudden wave of strong emotion: 
He felt a thrill go through him when she entered the 
room. 3. something that produces such a sensation: It's 
certainly a thrill to meet the president. —thrill/er, n. 
[count]: a horror thriller. 

thrive (thriv) /Orayv/ v., thrived or throve (thrōv) 
/Orowv/ thrived or thriv-en (thriv’an) /‘Orivan/ thriv-ing. 
1. [no obj] to prosper; be successful: The business is 
thriving. 2. to grow or develop well; flourish: [no obj]: 
The plants will thrive in such a climate. [~ + on + obj): 
Do you thrive on such challenges? 

throat (throt) /Orowt/ n. [count] 1. the top of the pas- 
sage from the mouth to the stomach and lungs: The 
throat includes the pharynx, larynx, and the upper parts 
of the trachea and esophagus. 2. the front of the neck 
below the chin and above the collarbones. —Idiom. 3. 
cut one’s own throat, to bring about one’s own ruin: 
Expressing antagonism toward your Coworkers and your 
boss is a sure way of cutting your own throat. 4. jump 
down someone's throat, to disagree with someone rap- 
idly and furiously: Before | could explain myself she had 
jumped down my throat and accused me of all kinds of 
treachery. 5. ram (something) down someone's 
throat, to force someone to accept something: The 
committee rammed the recommendations down the de- 
partrient’s throat. 6. stick in one’s throat, to be diffi- 
cult to express: The words stuck in his throat when he 
tried to tell her how he felt. 

throat-y (thrd/té) /'Orowtiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. (of sound) 
husky; hoarse. —throateiely (thrdt/l €) /'8rowtliy/ adv. 
—throat/i-ness, zı. [(Noncount) 

throb (throb) /O@rob/ v., throbbed, throb-bing, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to beat with increased force or speed, as the 
heart does when one feels emotion. 2. to vibrate, as a 
sound: The music from their party throbbed througl! the 
apartment building. —n. [count] 3. a violent beat, as of 
the heart. 4. any strong, pulsing, or vibrating sound. 

throe (thrd) /Orow/ n. [count] 1. a violent spasm. 2. 
throes, [plural a. any violent struggle: a couritry in the 
throes of a rebellion. b. the agony of death: in death 
throes. 

throm:-boesis (throm bO/sis) /Orom'bowsis/ n. a condi- 
tion in which a blood clot forms in a blood vessel or in 
the heart: [noncount): coronary thronibosis. [court]: The 
doctors examined a thrombosis in the artery leading to 
the brain. —throm-bot-ic (thrombot/ik) /‘Orombotik/ adj. 

throm-bus (throm/bas) /'‘Orombas/ nu. [count], pl. -bi 
(-bi) /-bay/. a clot that forms in and blocks a blood ves- 
sel, or that forms in one of the chambers of the heart. 

throne (thrdn) /Orown/ n. (court) 1. the seat occupied 
by a sovereign at certain occasions or ceremonies. 2. the 
rank, office, or dignity of a king or queen: fo assume the 
throrie. 

throng (throng, throng) /Oron, Orop/ s. [court] 1. a great 
crowd of people: A throng of people surrounded the 
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Pope. —v. 2. [no obj] to assemble in large numbers; 
crowd: A huge crowd thronged outside to see the acci- 
dent. 3. [~ + obj] to fill with or as if with a crowd: A 
huge crowd thronged downtown to protest his visit. 4. [~ 
+ obj] to press upon; jostle: The crowd thronged the 
movie star. —Syn. See crowd. 

throt-tle (throt/l) /‘Orotl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. —n. [count] 
1. a. the valve in an engine that controls the amount of 
fuel entering the cylinders. b. the lever that controls this 
valve. —v. 2. [~ + obj] to choke (someone) by squeez- 
ing the throat; strangle. 3. to reduce the speed of, by or 
as if by using a throttle: [no obj]: The pitot throttled back 
on her engines. [~ + obj]: She throttled her engines and 
reduced height. —TIdiom. 4. at full throttle, at maxi- 
mum speed or effort: He went after the car at fult throt- 
tle. —throt/tler, n. [count] 

through (thrdo) /Oruw/ prep. 1. in at one end, side, or 
surface and out at the other: to pass through a tunnel. 2. 
past; beyond: drove through a red light. 3. from one to 
the other of: monkeys swinging through the trees. 4. 
across the extent of: traveled through Europe. 5. during 
the whole period of; throughout: We worked through the 
night. 6. done with: What time are you through work? 7. 
to and including: He lived there from 1935 through 
1950. 8. by means of: / found out through him. 9. from 
the first to the final stage of: Somehow he managed to 
get through the entire performance. —adv. 10. in at one 
end, side, or surface and out at the other: to push a nee- 
dle through. 11. all the way: This train goes through to 
Boston. 12. throughout, completely: She was soaked 
through. 13. from beginning to end: read the letter alt 
the way through. 14. to completion: to see it through. 
—adj. 15. [be + ~) ata point or in a state of completion 
of an action, etc.; finished: Please be quiet untit Fm 
through. 16. [be + ~(+ with)] at the end of all retations 
or dealings: She had to tel her boyfriend they were 
through. 17. extending or going from one end, etc., to 
the other: a through road. 18. [before a noun] proceed- 
ing to a destination, etc., without a change, break, or de- 
viation: a through flight. 19. [be + ~] of no further use 
or value; washed-up; finished: Critics say he’s through as 
a writer. —Idiom. 20. through and through, a. 
throughout every part; thoroughly: / was cold through 
and through. b. in all respects: She is an aristocrat 
through and through. 

through-out (throo out’) /Oruw'awt/ prep. 1. in or to 
every part of: / looked throughout the house for the 
book. 2. from beginning to end of: nodding throughout 
the sermon. —adv. 3. in every part or aspect: rotten 
throughout. 4. at every moment or point: Follow the text 
throughout. 

through-way (thrd0’wa’) /‘Oruw,wey/ n. THRUWAY. 

throve (throv) /Orowv/ v. a pt. of THRIVE. 

throw (thrd) /Orow/ v., threw (thrdo) /Oruw/ thrown 
(thr6n) /Orown/ throw-ing, n. —v. 1. to hurl or propel 
from the hand: [~ + obj (+ to + obj)): She threw the 
balt (to me). [~ + obj + obj): She threw me the batt. (no 
obj): The pitcher's arm hurt so much he could hardly 
throw. 2. [~ + obj] to move (oneself) suddenly, as in re- 
action to some emotion: threw up his hands in despair. 
3. [~ + obj] to project or cast (light, etc.): The street- 
lights threw shadows. 4. [~ + obj] to direct (one’s voice) 
sO as to appear to come from a different source, as in 
ventriloquism. 5. to direct or send forth (words, etc.): [7 
+ obj + at + obj): Soon they were throwing angry in- 
sults at each other. [~ + obj + obj): He threw her a dirty 
look. 6. [~ + obj] to put into some place, state, etc., 
quickly: He was thrown to the floor by the force of the ex- 
plosion. 7. [~ + obj] to move (a lever or the like) in or- 
der to turn on, disconnect, etc., a machine: He threw the 
switch and stopped the elevator. 8. [~ + obj] to shape 
on a potters wheel. 9. [~ + obj] to deliver (a blow or 
punch): The champ threw a short right. 10. [~ + obj] (in 
wrestling) to hurl (an opponent) to the ground. 11. [~ + 
obj] to play (a card). 12. [~ + obj] to lose (a game or 
other contest) intentionally, as in exchange for money: 
Everyone suspected that they threw the game. 13.[~ + 
obj) a. to cast (dice): to throw the dice and hope for 
sevens. b. to make (a cast) at dice: He threw doubles on 
his next play. 14. [~ + obj] (of an animal, as a horse) to 
cause (someone) to fall off; unseat: The horse threw him 
and he fell heavily. 15. to give or host: [~ + obj (+ for 
+ Obj)): We threw a lavish party (for them). [~ + obj + 
obj): to throw them a lavish party. 16. [~ + obj] to 
amaze or confuse: Those dark glasses really threw me; | 
couldn't recognize you at first! 17. throw away, a. to 
dispose of; get rid of; discard: [~ + away + obj]: to 
throw away the garbage. [~ + obj + away]: Throw that 
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junk away! b. to waste (something); squander: [~ + obj 
+ away]: Why throw your money away on a bad car? [~ 
+ away + obj): Why throw away your money? c. to fail 
to use; miss (a chance, etc.): [~ + away + obj]: You're 
throwing away the opportunity of a lifetime. [~ + obj + 
away]: You're throwing that opportunity away. 18. throw 
in, to add (something extra) as a bonus: [~ + in + obj): 
The car dealer promised to throw in new floor mats. [~ 
+ obj + in): They throw meals in for the cost of the ho- 
tel room. 19. throw off, a. to free oneself of; cast aside: 
[~ + off + obj): He had some trouble throwing off that 
cough. [~ + obj + off): to throw her clothes off, b. [7 + 
obj + off) to evade, as a pursuer. c. to perform or pro- 
duce with ease: [~ + off + obj): to throw off a few jokes. 
[~ + obj + off}: "It throw that article off and mait it to 
you tonight,” he bragged. d. [~ + obj + off] to confuse; 
fuster: At first the strange surroundings threw me off. 
20. throw out, a. to cast away; discard; reject: [~ + out 
+ obj): We threw out your letter. [~ + obj + out}: We 
threw it out. b. to remove from a place, esp. with or as if 
with force; to remove from (a club, organization, etc.): [~ 
+ obj + out): The Democrats voted to throw him out of 
the party. [~ + out + obj]: The security guards threw 
out anyone without a pass. 21. throw together, a. to 
make hurriedly and not carefully: [~ + together + obj]: 
He threw together a quick meal. [~ + obj + together): 
to throw a meat together. b. [~ + obj + together) to 
cause to associate; bring together: Circumstances threw 
these enemies together. 22. throw up, a. to build too 
quickly or hastily: [~ + up + obj]: Contractors were 
throwing up Office buildings in the suburbs. [~ + obj + 
up): throwing them up too quickly. b. to vomit: [no obj]: 
Suddenly she grabbed her stomach and threw up. [~ + 
up + obj): She threw up her tunch. —n. [count] 23. an 
act or instance of throwing: With a perfect throw, the out- 
fielder nailed the runner at the plate. 24. the distance to 
which something can be thrown: a stone's throw. 25. a 
scarf, shawl, or the like. 26. a cast of dice or the number 
thrown. — Idiom. 27. a throw, each: He went out and 
ordered four suits at $300 a throw. 28. throw in the 
sponge or towel, to admit defeat; give up: He threw in 
the sponge and telephoned his opponent to congratulate 
her. 29. throw oneself at, [~ + obj] to try hard to at- 
tract the affections of: He threw himself at his teacher 
every chance he got. 30. throw oneself into, [~ + obj) 
to do (something) with enthusiasm: After the death of his 
wife, he threw himself into his work. 

throw-aeway (thrd’a wa’) /'8rowa,wey/ adj. 1. made to 
be discarded after use: a throwaway container. 2. deliv- 
ered or said casually: The comedian had a throwaway 
line that always got a laugh. —n. [count] 3. something to 
be discarded after use, reading, etc. 

throw-back (thrd/bak’) /‘Orow,bek/ n. [count] 1. an act 
of throwing back. 2. an act of going back to an earlier 
time or mode of behavior now out of date: his gracious 
lanquage—a throwback to the /9th century. 

thru (thrdo) /Oruw/ prep., adv., adj. an informal, simpli- 
fied spelling of THROUGH. 

thrush (thrush) /Oraf/ n. [count] a usually dull-colored 
songbird found in most parts of the world. 

thrust (thrust) /Orast/ v. 1. to push forcefully; shove: [~ 
+ obj): He thrust his way through the crowd. [no obj): 
She thrust through the crowd until she was next to him. 
2. [~ + obj] to force acceptance of: He kept thrusting 
himself into the conversation. —n. 3. [count] an act or 
instance of thrusting; a lunge or stab, as with a sword. 4. 
[noncount] a force produced by a propeller, etc., to pro- 
pel a missile, ship, etc.: The ice-coated engine failed to 
develop enough thrust. 5. (count; usually singular] the 
main point: the thrust of his argument. 6. [count] a mili- 
tary attack or assault; an offensive. 

thrueway or through-way (throo/wa’) /‘Oruw,wey/ n. 
[count] an expressway providing direct transportation for 
high-speed automobile traffic. 

thud (thud) /Oad/ n., v., thud-ded, thud-ding. —n. 
[count] 1. a duli sound, as of a heavy blow or fall: The 
bag of groceries fell to the floor with a thud. —v. [no obj] 
2. to strike or fall with a thud. 

thug (thug) /0ag/ n. [count] a vicious or violent criminal. 

thumb (thum) /Oam/ n. 1. [count] the short, thick, inner 
digit of the hand, next to the forefinger and set apart 
from the other four: He stuck out his thumb for a ride. 2. 
the corresponding finger in animals. 3. the part of a 
giove or mitten that contains this digit. —v. 4. [~ + obj] 
to turn (pages) with the thumb: to thumb the edges of a 
book. 5. [~ + through + obj] to glance through 
(pages): thumbed through the brochure. 6. [~ + obj] (of 
a hitchhiker) to ask for (a ride) by pointing the thumb in 
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the direction of travel: to thumb a ride. —Idiom. 7. be 
all thumbs, to be clumsy: When it comes to car repairs 
he's alt thumbs. 8. thumb one’s nose, [~ + at + obj] 
a. to raise the hand with fingers extended and touch the 
thumb to the nose as a gesture of contempt, etc.: 
thumbed his nose at the potice officer and raced off. b. 
to show contempt or defiance: to thumb one’s nose at 
society. 9. under someone's thumb, to be under the 
control or rule of someone else. 

thumbenail (thum/nal’) /‘Oam,ney!l/ n. [count] 1. the nail 
of the thumb. —adj. 2. brief; very short: Give me a 
thumbnail sketch of the man. 

thumbescrew (thum/skrdo/) /‘Oam,skruw/ n. [count] 1. 
a screw having a flat head that may be turned easily with 
the thumb and forefinger. 2. Often, thumbscrews. [p/u- 
raf] an old instrument of torture by which one or both 
thumbs were squeezed. 

thumb-tack (thum/tak’) /Oam,tewk/ n. [count] a tack 
with a large, flat head, to be pushed into a board by the 
pressure of the thumb. 

thump (thump) /Oamp/ n. [count] 1. a blow with a heavy 
object, producing a dull sound. 2. the sound made by or 
as if by such a blow. —v. 3. to (cause to) be struck with a 
heavy object, so as to produce a dull sound: [~ + obj): 
He thumped the side of the barrel. [no obj): The cars 
thumped into each other. 4. [no obj] to beat violently or 
make a loud, fast beating noise, as the heart. 

thun-der (thun/’dar) /‘OQandor/ n. [noncount]) 1. a loud, 
rolling noise produced by the expansion of air heated by 
lightning: The children were afraid of thunder. 2. any 
loud, resounding noise: a thunder of applause. —v. 3. 
[no obj; it + ~) to give forth thunder: It thundered all 
night. 4. [no obj] to make a loud, rolling, rumbling noise 
like thunder: artittery thundering in the hills. 5. to speak 
in a very loud or vehement way; shout: [no obj]: Alf day 
long the boss thundered about the company’s losses. 
fused with quotations): “Watch out,” the officer thun- 
dered, “get out of here now!” — Idiom. 6. steal some- 
one’s thunder, a. to use without credit or permission 
the ideas of another. b. to spoil the effect of another’s 
performance, etc., by doing or saying what (s)he was go- 
ing to do first. —thun/der-er, n. [count] 

thun-der-bolt (thun/dar bolt’) /‘Oandor bowlt/ n. [count] 
a flash of lightning along with the thunder that comes 
with it. 

thun-der-clap (thun/dar klap’) /‘Oandar,klep/ n. [count] 
1. a crash of thunder. 2. something resembling a thun- 
derclap. 

thun-der-cloud (thun’dar kloud’) /‘@andor,klawd/ n. 
[count] a large, black cloud that produces thunder and 
lightning. 

thun-der-head (thun’dar hed’) /‘Oandor,hed/ n. [count] 
a thundercloud. 

thun-der-ous (thun/’dar as, -dras) /'Oandoras, -dras/ adj. 
producing thunder or a loud noise like thunder: thunder- 
ous applause. —thun/der-ousely, adv. 

thun-der-show-er (thun’der shou/ar) /'Oandor,fawor/ 
n. [count] a rain shower with thunder and lightning. 

thun-der-storm (thun’dar storm’) /'Bandor,storm/ n. 
[count] a usually brief storm with lightning and thunder. 

thun-der-struck (thun/dar struk’) /'Oandor,strak/ also 
thun-derestrick-en (thun’der strik/ən) /'@and- 
ar,strikon/ adj. so amazed that one cannot say anything: 
thunderstruck at the news of her death. 

Thurs., an abbreviation of: Thursday. 

Thurs-day (thûrz/dā, -dé) /‘Osrzdey, -diy/ n. the fifth 
day of the week, following Wednesday: [proper noun]: IH 
meet you on Thursday. (count): Thursdays we have sales 
meetings. 

thus (thus) /Oas/ adv. 1. in the way just indicated; in this 
way: Managed thus, the business wilt succeed. 2. accord- 
ingly; as a result; for this reason: Your interest rates wilt 
go down; thus, you'll save money. 3. to this extent or de- 
gree: thus far. 4. as an example; for instance. 

thwack (thwak) /Owek/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to strike with 
something flat; whack. —n. [count] 2. a sharp blow with 
something flat. —thwack/er, n. (count) 

thwart (thwôrt) /Owort/ v. [~ + obj] to oppose success- 
fully: The generat thwarted his opponent by making a 
brilliant defense of the city. 

thy (thi) /Oay/ pron. (used before a noun that begins with 
a consonant sound) the form of the pronoun THOU, an 
old form of you, used to show possession: Thy wilt be 
done. Compare THINE. 

thyme tim /taym/ n. [noncount] a plant of the mint 
family having sweet-smelling leaves used as seasoning in 
cooking. 
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thymus (thi/mas) /‘Qaymas/ n. [count], pi. -mus-es, -mi 
(-mi) /-may/. a butterfly-shaped gland lying at the base of 
the neck that aids in the production of T cells. 

thy-roid (thi/roid) /‘Oayroyd/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
thyroid gland. —7?. 2. THYROID GLAND. —thy-roi/dal, adj. 

thy’roid gland’, n. [count] a gland located at the base 
of the neck that secretes hormones to regulate the rates 
of metabolism and growth. 

ti (tē) /tiy/ n. [count], pl. tis. the musical syllable used for 
the seventh tone of the ascending diatonic scale. 

tiara (tē arə, -ar/a, -ar/a) /tiy'wra, -'aro, -'cora/ n. 
[count], pl. -areas. 1. a jeweled, ornamental piece like a 
small crown, worn by women. 2. the pope's crown. —ti- 
ar/aed, adj. 

tibsiea (tib/ē ə) /'trbiyo/ n. [count], pl. tibsisae (tib/E &/) 
“trbiy,ty/ tibsieas. the inner of the two bones of the leg, 
from the knee to the ankle; shinbone. —tib/i-al, adj. 

tic (tik) /tik/ n. [count] a sudden, painless, involuntary 
muscular movement, as of the face: His tic grew worse as 
he got more and more nervous. 

tick’ (tik) /trk/ n. [count] 1. a slight, sharp click or beat, 
as of a clock. 2. Brit. Informal. a moment or instant: /7/ 
be back in a tick. 3. a small dot, mark, or electronic sig- 
nal used to mark off an item on a list or call attention to 
something. —v. 4. [no obj] to make the sound of a tick, 
like that of a clock: The ctock ticked foudly. 5. [no obj] 
(of time) to pass, as marked by or as if marked by the 
ticks of a clock: The hours ticked by. 6. [~ + obj] to 
sound or announce by a tick or ticks: The clock ticked 
the minutes. 7. [~ (+ off) + obf) to mark with a tick; 
check: to tick off the items. 8. tick off, Slang. to make 
angry: [~ + obj + off]: She really ticked me off. {~ + off 
+ obj): He managed to tick off everyone in the office. 
—Idiom. 9. what makes one tick, one’s basic mo- 
tives, needs, etc.: Once we discover what makes him tick 
we tt find a way to get him to agree with us. 

tick? (tik) /tik/ n. [count] a bloodsucking insectlike crea- 
ture, related to but larger than a mite: Deer ticks carry 
Lyme disease. 

tick? (tik) /tik/ n. [count] the cloth case of a mattress, 
pillow, etc., containing hair, feathers, or the like. 

tick-et (tik/it) /‘tikit/ n. [count] 1. a slip of paper that 
shows the holder has paid a fare or admission or is enti- 
tled to some service: a train ticket. See illustration at TER- 
MINAL. 2. a written Summons that notifies the holder that 
he or she has broken some traffic law: his fifth ticket for 
speeding. 3. a tag attached to something to show its 
price, what is inside it, etc. 4. a list of candidates of a po- 
litical party that are running together in an election: He 
wasn't included in the new Liberal Party ticket. 5. [usually 
singular; the + ~) Informal. the proper or advisable 
thing: Put it down gently—that’s the ticket! —v. [~ + 
obj] 6. to attach a ticket to; label. 7. to give a written 
summons to (someone) for breaking a traffic law or regu- 
lation: The cops ticketed anyone going five miles per 
hour over the speed limit. 8. to attach such a notice or 
summons to: to ticket illegally parked Cars. 

ticking (tiking) /‘trkip/ n. [norcount] a strong, plain, 
long-lasting fabric, made or printed in striped patterns 
and used esp. to cover mattresses. 

tickele (tik’al) /‘tikal/ v., -led, -ling, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to stroke lightly with the fingers, with a feather, etc., so 
as to cause a tingling or itching sensation in: To wake 
him up she would tickle his nose with a feather. 2. [no 
obj] to have or be affected with such a sensation: The 
hairs on his face tickted. 3. [~ + obj] to poke some sen- 
sitive part of the body so as to cause laughter: He‘ tickle 
the kids right before bedtime and get thern giggling and 
out of breath. 4.[~ + obj] to cause an agreeable feeling 
of excitement in: fo tickle someone's fancy. 5. [~ + obj] 
to amuse or delight: The clown’s antics tickled the kids. 
—n. [count] 6. an act or instance of tickling. 7. a tickling 
sensation: a slight tickle in the throat. —Idiom. 8. tick- 
led pink or tickled to death, greatly pleased: Werre tick- 
ted pink that you could attend. 

tickslish (tik/lish) /‘trklif/ adj. 1. sensitive to tickling: 
very ticklish on the soles of her feet. 2. calling for or 
needing delicate, careful handling: a ticklish situation. 

tick-tack-toe or tic-tac-toe (tik’tak to’) /,tiktak'tow/ 
n. [noncount) a simple game played on a grid with nine 
squares, in which one player marks X’s and one marks 
O's. 

tid-al (tid/l) /‘taydl/ adj. of or relating to tides: tidal 
tables that show us when high tide is in effect. 

tid’al wave’, n. [count] 1. (not in technical use) a 
large, destructive ocean wave, produced by a seaquake, 
hurricane, or strong wind. Conipare TSUNAMI. 2. any pow- 
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erful or widespread opinion, etc.: His plan to tax the mid- 
dle class raised a tidal wave of protest. 

tid-bit (tid’bit’) /‘tid,bit/ n. [count] 1. a delicate bit of 
food. 2. an esp. pleasing or interesting bit of anything, as 
gossip: Here's a little tidbit: The boss and the secretary 
are dating. 

tid-dly-winks (tid/lé wingks’) /'‘tidliy,winks/ also tide 
dle-dy-winks (tid/| déwingks’) /‘tid] ,diywinks/ n. [non- 
count, used with a singular verb] a game in which small 
plastic disks are snapped with larger disks against a flat 
surface into a cup. 

tide (tid) /tayd/ n., v., tid-ed, tid-ing. —n. 1. the regu- 
larly occurring rise and fall of the waters of the ocean: 
[count]: a study of the periods of the tides. [noncount): 
at high tide. 2. [connut] anything that rises and falls, in- 
creases and decreases, etc.: the tides of unemployment. 
3. [count] tendency or drift, as of events: the tide of his- 
tory. 4. [count] a large amount of something: a tide of 
immigrants. —v. 5. tide over, [~ + obj + over] to help 
in getting over or through a period of difficulty or dis- 
tress: This money will tide you over until you get a new 
job. 

tidings (ti/dingz) /‘taydinz/ n. (plural) news, informa- 
tion, or notification: glad tidings; The tidings are not 
good. 

tiedy (ti/dé) /'taydiy/ adj., -di-er, -di-est, v., -died, -dy- 
ing. —adj. 1. neat and orderly, as in appearance or 
dress: a tidy bedroom. 2. clearly organized: Her desk 
was always tidy. 3. fairly good; acceptable or satisfactory: 
They worked out a tidy arrangement. 4. [usually: before 
a noun) fairly large in amount; considerable: That car 
must have cost you a tidy sum. —v. 5. to make tidy: [no 
obj; ~ + up): VI just tidy up a little before | go. [~ (+ 
up) + obj): He tidied (up) the office before he left. —ti/- 
di-ness, 1. [noncount] 

tie (ti) /tay/ v., tied, ty-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to bind 
or fasten with a cord, etc.: to tie a bundle. 2. to fasten by 
tightening and knotting (the strings of): [~ + obj]: He 
stopped to tie his shoes. [no obj): Her dress tied in the 
back. 3. [~ + obj] to form by looping and lacing parts of 
together, as a knot: tied a bow and attached it to the 
package. 4. [~ + obj] to bind or join firmly: Great affec- 
tion tied them. 5. [~ + obj) to confine or restrict: The 
weather tied us to the house. 6. to make the same score 
(as another); be equal (to) in a contest: [no obj): The two 
teams tied and had to play an extra period. [~ + obj): 
Suddenly the other team tied the score. 7. tie down, to 
restrict the freedom or actions of (someone); confine: [~ 
+ obj + down): The desk job ties him down. [~ + down 
+ obj): to tie down his workers. 8. tie in, [no obj; ~ + 
in (+ with + obj)jto be consistent or agree with: His 
story ties in with the facts as we know them. 9. tie up, a. 
to fasten tightly or securely by tying: [~ + up + obj): 
The hijackers tied up all the hostages. [~ + obj + up]: 
They tied them np. b. to wrap and secure, as with String; 
bind: [~ + up + obj): to tie up a package. [~ + obj + 
up]: to tie a package up. c. [~ + obj] to hinder or bring 
to a stop; impede: The accident tied up traffic. d. [~ + 
obj) to prevent others from using by using (exclusively) 
oneself: tied up the phone all morning. e. to make 
(money) unavailable for further investment, use in busi- 
ness, etc.: [~ + up + obj): They tied up their money in 
real estate. [~ + obj + up): They tied their nioney up in 
real estate. f. [~ + up + obj] to connect; show that 
there is a relationship between: The detective managed 
to tie up the loose ends of the case. g. [~ + obj; usu- 
ally: be + tied + up] to be completely occupied with 
something: The boss is tied up till noon. —n. [count] 10. 
a cord, string, or the like, used for tying, fastening, or 
wrapping something. 11. that with which anything is tied. 
12. a necktie: Your tie is crooked. See illustration at 
CLOTHING. 13. an ornamental knot; bow. 14. a bond, as 
of affection: faniily ties. 15. a state in which the same 
number of points has been scored, etc., among competi- 
tors; also, a competition that ends in such a state: The 
game ended in a tie. 16. a piece used to support build- 
ings Or to keep railroad tracks in line. —Idiom. 17. tie 
one on, [0 obj) Slang. to get drunk. 18. tie the knot, 
Informal. to marry. 

tie’ clasp’, n. [cout] a usually decorated metal clasp 
or clip for securing the two ends of a necktie to a shirt 
front. Also called tie’ clip’. 

tied (tid) /tayd/ adj. 1. in a state in which the same 
number of points, etc., has been scored by two competi- 
tors: Tlie two teanis were tied going into the last period 
of play. 2. (of hands) prevented from taking action: We'd 
like to help you but our liards are tied. 3. See tie up un- 
der Tie above. 
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tie’-in’, adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relating to a sale in 
which the buyer must also purchase One or more other 
items. 2. of or relating to several products advertised or 
sold together. —n. [count] 3. a marketing plan in which 
related products are promoted together: a book and 
movie tie-in. 4. an item in a tie-in sale or advertisement. 
5. any direct or indirect link or relationship. 

tier (tér) /tiər/ n. [count] 1. one of a series of rows that 
rise one behind or above another, as of seats in a thea- 
ter. 2. a layer; level; stratum: a wedding cake with six ti- 
ers. 

tie’-up’, n. [count] a stopping or slowing of traffic, etc., 
due to an accident, storm, etc. 

tiff (tif) /tif/ n. (count) a slight, short quarrel. 

tiger (tiger) /'taygər/ n. [count], pl. -gers, (esp. when 
thought of as a group for 1) -ger. 1. a large, powerful, 
brownish-orange colored cat with black stripes: Tigers 
are found in Asia. 2. a person resembling a tiger in 
fierceness, courage, etc. —ti/ger-ish, adj. 

tight (tit) /tayt/ adj. and adv., -er, -est. —adj. 1. firmly 
fixed in place; secure: a tight knot. 2. drawn or stretched 
tense; taut: tight muscles. 3. fitting closely, esp. too 
closely: That tight collar is choking me. 4. difficult to deal 
with or manage: a tight situation. 5. of such close texture 
or fit as to prevent air, water, etc., from getting through: 
a tight roof. 6. firm; rigid: Security was tight after the 
bomb blast. 7. allowing little space, time, etc., between 
parts; full: a tight schedule. 8. nearly even; close: a tight 
race. 9. stingy; not generous with money: a tight old 
boss who never gives raises. 10. Slang. drunk; tipsy: a 
little tight after the party. 11. (of a market, etc.) in a con- 
dition in which demand is greater than supply: Money is 
tight because interest rates are high. 12. feeling tense or 
painful: He said his chest felt tight, and then he had a 
heart attack. —adv. 13. in a tight manner; closely; se- 
curely: Shut the door tight. 14. soundly or deeply: to 
sleep tight. —Idiom. 15. run a tight ship, to be 
smooth and efficient, as at a company: The new boss ran 
a tight ship. —tight/ly, adv.: The dress fit too tightly. 
—tight/ness, n. [noncount]: complained of tightness in 
his chest. 

tight-en (tit/n) /‘taytn/ v. 1. to (cause to) become tight 
or tighter: [no obj]: could feel his chest tighten with anxi- 
ety. [~ + obj]: to tighten rules regarding immigration. 
—Idiom. 2. tighten one’s belt, to respond to difficult 
times by reducing one’s spending: The family had to 
tighten their belts so the children could go to college. 
—tight/en-er, n. [count] 

tight-fist-ed or tight-fist-ed (tit/fis’tid) /‘tayt'fistid/ 
adj. not generous with money; stingy. 

tight-lipped (ti/lipt’) /‘tay'lipt/ adj. 1. speaking very lit- 
tle; not saying much: After the meeting everyone was 
tight-lipped about the results. 2. having the lips drawn 
tight. 

tight-rope (tit/rōp/) /‘tayt,rowp/ n. [count] 1. a cable, 
Stretched tight, on which acrobats perform feats of bal- 
ancing. 2. a risky or delicate situation: Were walking a 
tightrope between the two sides. 

tights (tits) /tayts/ n. [plura 1. a skintight, one-piece 
garment for the lower part of the body and the legs. 2. a 
leotard with legs and, sometimes, feet. 

tight-wad (tit/wod’) /‘tayt,wod/ n. [count] a stingy per- 
son. 

tilde (til”da) /tildd/ n. [count], pl. -des. a special mark, 
(7), written over an n, as in Spanish mariana, to show 
that the sound is pronounced like “ny,” as in canyon; or 
written over a vowel, as in Portuguese sao, to show that 
the vowel has a nasal sound. 

tile (til) /tayl/ n., v., tiled, tiling. —n. 1. [count] a piece 
of baked clay, used for various purposes, as in forming a 
roof covering, etc.: cracked and dirty tiles on the wall. 2. 
[count] any of various similar slabs or pieces, as of lino- 
leum or metal. 3. [poncount] tiles thought of as a group: 
a floor of tile or marble. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to cover with 
or as if with tiles: a tiled roof. —tilfer, n. [count] —til?- 
ing, n. [noncomnt] 

till’ (til) /tıl/ prep. 1. up to the time of; until: to fight till 
deatli. 2. (used with a negative word or phrase) before; 
until: They didn’t come till today. 3. before; to: My watch 
says ten till four. —conj. 4. until: Till we meet again, I'll 
be thinking of yon. 

till? (til) /tuil/ v. [~ + obj] to work on (land), as by plow- 
ing, etc., to raise crops; cultivate. —till’a-ble, adj. 

till? (til) /tul/ n. [count] a drawer, box, or the like, in which 
money is kept, as in a shop. 

tillkage (tiiij) /‘tilid3/ zn. [rorconnt] the operation, prac- 
tice, or art of tilling land. 
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til-ler (tilfar) /tilor/ n. [count] a bar on the top of a 
ship’s rudder, for turning the rudder and steering. 

tilt (tilt) /tilt/ v. 1. to (cause to) lean, slant, or incline: (110 
obj): The roorn tilted during the earthquake. [~ + obj): 
He tilted his head to one side. 2. [no obj; (~ + at + 
obj) to charge or attack with a lance or the like, as be- 
tween knights on horseback: The two knights tilted at 
each other and came together with a trentendous craslı. 
—n. [count] 3. an act or instance of tilting. 4. the state of 
being tilted; a sloping position. —-Idiom. 5. (at) full 
tilt, at greatest speed; with great energy: The company 
Started manufacturing the gadgets at full tilt, 6. tilt at 
windmills, to struggle against imaginary opponents. 

tim-ber (tim/bər) /‘tambar/ nu. 1. (rorcoint) the wood of 
trees used for construction. 2. [nonconnt] growing trees 
themselves, or the land where they grow. 3. [count] a 
single piece of wood forming part of a structure: A tiniber 
fell from the roof. 4. [noncount] one who is thought of 
as having very great qualifications; caliber: He's presiden- 
tial timber. —interj. 5. (used as a lumberjack’s call to 
warn others that a cut tree is about to fall). —tim/bered, 
adj. 

tim-ber-line (tim/ber lin’) /‘timbor,layn/ n. (comnt] the 
altitude above sea level at which timber cannot grow. 

tim-bre (tam/ber, tim/-) /tambor, 'tim-/ n. (noncount) 
the special, usually unique quality of sound produced by 
a particular instrument or voice; tone color. 

time (tim) /taym/ n., adj., v., timed, timeing. —n. 1. 
{noncourt) the system in which events follow from one to 
another; the passing of minutes, hours, days, or years: 
Einstein's conception of tiine. 2. [noncount; sometimes: 
Time] a system of measuring the passage of time: six 
o'clock Greenwich Mean Time. 3. (court; often: a + sin- 
gular] a limited period, as between two events: a long 
time. 4. [count] a particular period: Youth is the best 
time of life. 5. Often, times. [plirral] a. a period in his- 
tory, esp. one existing over the same years as (the life of) 
a famous person: [court]: prehistoric times. (noncount): 
in Lincoln's time. b. [count] the current period of 
months, years, etc., or the period just passed: It’s a sign 
of the tires. c. [count] a period identified with reference 
to its conditions: Hard times. 6. [noncount] the end of a 
period, as of one’s life or a pregnancy: His tinie had 
come (= He would die shortly). When her time came, 
she delivered twins. 7. [count] a period experienced in a 
particular way: Have a good tinie. 8. [noncount] a period 
of work of an employee, or the pay for it: He's put in his 
time at the job. 9. (noncount) Informal. a term of forced 
duty or imprisonment or jail: had to do time for her 
crime. 10. [noncount] the period necessary for some- 
thing: The bus takes too much time, so I'll take a plane. 
11. {noncount] leisure or spare time: / hope to take 
some time (= for vacation) in August. 12. a definite 
point in time, as indicated by a clock: [noncount): break- 
fast time. (count): at evening times. 13. [count] a special 
or agreed-on instant or period: There is a time for every- 
thing. 14. the particular time when an event is scheduled 
to take place: [noncount): Curtain time is at 8. (count): 
Departure times have been pushed back. 15. (noncount) 
an indefinite period into the future: Tine will tell. 16. 
[count] each occasion of a repeated action: to do some- 
thing five times. 17. times, [plural] the number of in- 
stances a quantity or factor are taken together: Two goes 
into six three times. 18. (noncount) Music. a. tempo; the 
speed of movement in a piece of music, or its character- 
istic meter or rhythm. b. proper rhythm or tempo: The 
drummer couldn't keep time. See keep time below. 19. 
[noncount] rate of marching, counted by the number of 
steps taken per minute: double time. —adj. [before a 
noun] 20. of or relating to the passage of time. 21. (of 
an explosive device) containing a clock so that it will ex- 
plode at the desired moment: a time bomb. 22. of or re- 
lating to an installment plan of paying: time payments. 
—v. {~ + obj] 23. to measure or record the speed or 
rate of: The judges timed the race. 24. to fix how long 
(something) should be: She timed the test at 15 minutes. 
25. to fix the interval between (actions, etc.): They timed 
their strokes at six per minute. 26. to regulate (a train, 
etc.) as to time. 27. to choose the moment or occasion 
for: schedule: He timed the attack perfectly. —Idiom. 
28. against time, in an effort to finish within a limited 
period: The advertising team was working against time to 
finish the project. 29. ahead of one’s time, in advance 
of others in one’s thinking, etc.: Those ancient astrono- 
mers were way ahead of their tine. 30. ahead of time, 
before the time due; early: arrived ahead of tiine and had 
to wait. 31. at one time, a. once; formerly: At one time 
she was the Chairman of the board. b. at the same time; 
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simultaneously: He was at one time chairman of the 
board and president of the coripany. 32. at the same 
time, nevertheless; yet: He's young; at the same time, 
he’s quite responsible. 33. at times, occasionally: The 
car seers to Stall at tines. 34. behind the times, old- 
fashioned; out-of-date; dated: She cornplained that her 
parents were behind the tines. 35. for the time being, 
temporarily; for the present; for a while: For the tirne be- 
ing we'll let you stay on the job. 36. from time to time, 
occasionally; at different periods: From firme to tire 
shied let me watch as she painted. 37. gain time, to 
achieve a delay or postponement: //e tried to gain tinie 
by putting off the signing of the papers. 38. in good 
time, a. in advance of the appointed time; punctually: 
We arrived there in good tire. b. at the best or appropri- 
ate time: “When can we open the presents?” —"All in 
good time.” 39. in no time, in a very brief time: /n no 
tinie she was at the door, ready to go. 40. in time, a. 
early enough: Corne in time for dinner. b. in the future; 
eventually: /n time he'll understand. c. in the correct 
rhythm or tempo: The driminer isn't in time. 41. keep 
time, a. to record time, as a watch does: Does your 
watclt keep good tinie? b. to mark or observe the correct 
tempo, as by performing rhythmic movements. 42. kill 
time, to occupy oneself with some activity to make time 
pass more quickly: killed time by watching TV. 43. make 
time, to move or travel quickly: We made very good time 
on the highway. 44. mark time, a. to slow one’s prog- 
ress for a while; fail to advance: The company was just 
marking time, but its competitors were forging ahead. b. 
to move the feet as in marching, but without advancing 
or moving forward. 45. on one’s own time, during one’s 
free time; while not being paid. 46. on time, a. at the 
specified time: For once the train was on time. b. to be 
paid for within a designated period of time, as in install- 
ments. 47. take one’s time, to act without hurry. 48. 
the time of one’s life, a very enjoyable experience: We 
had the tirne of our lives at the seashore. 49. time after 
time, again and again; repeatedly: Time after time he'd 
try to get over the wall. 50. time and (time) again, re- 
peatedly; often. —tim/er, n. [count] 

time’ clock’, n. [count] a clock that records the time, 
used to keep a record of when an employee arrives or 
departs. 

time’ frame’, n. (count) a period of time during which 
something has taken or will take place. 

time’-hon/ored, adj. respected because for a long time 
it has been done this way: a tirne-honored custom. Also, 
esp. Brit., time/’-hon/oured. 

time-keep-er (tim/kē/pər) /taym,kiypor/ n. [count] an 
official who times how long a sports contest goes on. 

time-less (tim/lis) /‘taymlis/ adj. 1. without beginning or 
end; eternal. 2. referring or restricted to no particular 
time: timeless beauty. —time/less-ly, adv. —time/less- 
ness, n. 

time-ly (tim/lé) /‘taymliy/ adj., -li-er, -livest. occurring or 
happening at a good or Suitable time: a timely warning. 

time’-out’ or time/’out/’, n., pl. -outs. 1. (cont) a 
brief stopping of activity: a tinie-ont to relax. 2. an inter- 
ruption in a sports contest: (count): A two-minute time- 
out was called. (noncount): Time-out was called. 

time-piece (tim/’pés’) /‘taym,piys/ n. [count] a device 
for measuring and recording the progress of time, as a 
clock. 

time/’-shar/ing, n. (noncoint) 1. a plan in which sev- 
eral people share costs of a vacation home: Tirne-sharing 
allows each person to use a residence for a specified pe- 
riod of time each year. 2. a computer system in which 
users at different terminals use a single computer at the 
same time. 

time-ta-ble (tim/ta’bal) /taym,teybol/ n. [count] 1. a 
schedule showing the times at which railroad trains, etc., 
arrive and depart. See illustration at TERMINAL. 2. a 
schedule that names the times when certain things oc- 
cur: a timetable for finishing the job. 

time-worn $(tim’worn’, -w6rn’) /‘taym,worn, -,wowrn/ 
adj. 1. worn down by time; showing the effects of age, as 
by being out-of-date: timeworn farrning methods. 2. too 
common and no longer interesting: a timewort excuse. 

time’ zone’, ri. (count) one of the 24 divisions of the 
globe wherein time is decided to be a certain number of 
hours ahead of or behind that of the time at Greenwich, 
England: The former Soviet Union comprised seven tinie 
zones. 

timeid (tim/id) /timid/ adj., -er, -est. lacking in self- 
assurance, courage, or boldness: a timid child. —tiemid> 
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ity (ti mid/i tē) /ti'miditiy/ tim/id-ness, n. [noncount) 
—tim/idely, adv. 

timeing (timing) /taymin/ n. (noncount] 1. the selecting 
of the best time for doing or saying something to obtain 
the desired effect: Asking the boss for a raise on the day 
that a huge loss was reported was an act of very bad tim- 
ing. 2. the ability of a performer, esp. in comedy, to de- 
liver lines, etc., at whatever time or moment will create 
the desired effect. 

tim-or-ous (tim/ar as) /'timaras/ adj. 1. full of or subject 
to fear; fearful. 2. expressing or indicating fear or timid- 
ity: a timorous approach to a serious problem. —tim/or- 
ously, adv. —tim/or-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

tim-paeni or tym-paeni (tim’pa nē) /'timpaniy/ n. [plu- 
ral; used with a plural verb] a set of kettledrums, as used 
in an orchestra. —tim/pa-nist, n. [count] 

tin (tin) /tin/ n., adj., v., tinned, tinening. —n. 1. [non- 
count] a low-melting metal element with a silvery color 
and luster: Tin is used in plating and in making tinfoil. 2. 
(count) a shallow pan, esp. one used in baking: a pie tin. 
3. [count] any container made of or plated with tin. 4. 
[count] Chiefly Brit. a sealed can containing food: tins of 
soup in the cupboard. —adj. 5. made of tin or plated 
with tin. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to cover or coat with tin. 7. 
Chiefly Brit. to preserve or pack (food, etc.) in cans; can. 

tinc-ture (tingk/char) /‘tinktfar/ n. a medicine that is a 
solution of a drug in alcohol: (noncount): tincture of io- 
dine. [count]: The pharmacist made some tinctures. 

tineder (tin’dar) /‘tindor/ n. (noncount] any dry sub- 
stance or material that easily catches fire. —tin’derey, 
adj. 

tineder-box (tin’dar boks’) /‘tindor,boks/ n. [count] 1. a 
box for holding tinder. 2. a person or thing thought of as 
highly likely to explode, become violent, etc.: For years 
that region was a tinderbox. 

tine (tin) /tayn/ n. [count] a sharp point or prong, as of a 
fork. 

tinge (tinj) /tind3/ v., tinged, tinge-ing or tingsing, n. 
—v. [~ + obj) 1. to give a slight degree of color to; tint: 
walls tinged with brown from the rusty steam pipes. 2. to 
give a slight trace of (some) feeling or emotion to: praise 
tinged with envy. —n. [count] 3. a slight trace, as of col- 
oring. 

tinegle (ting’gal) /'tingal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. (no 
obj) 1. to have a feeling of slight stings, as if from pins or 
from cold: His arm tingled when he hit his elbow. 2. to 
cause such a feeling: The cold tingled on his face. —n. 
[count] 3. the tingling action of cold, excitement, etc. 
—tinegly (ting’glé) /'tingliy/ adj., -gliver, -glivest: He 
gets a funny, tingly feeling when she walks in the roorn. 

tin-ker (ting’kar) /‘tinkar/ n. [count] 1. a mender of pots 
and pans who wanders from place to place seeking work. 
2. an unskillful or clumsy worker. —v. [no obj] 3. to work 
with a thing without useful results: She likes to tinker 
with the car. 4. to work clumsily at anything. —tin/- 
ker-er, n. [count] 

tinekle (ting/kəl) /tiņkəl/ v., -kled, -kling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) make light ringing sounds, as a small bell: [no 
obj): A bell tinkled in the background. [~ + obj): He tin- 
kled the bell. 2. {~ + obj] to make known by tinkling: to 
tinkle the time. —n. [count] 3. a tinkling sound. 4. an in- 
stance of tinkling. 5. a telephone call. 

tineny (tin/ē) /'tiniy/ adj., -ni-er, -ni-est. 1. of or like tin; 
containing tin. 2. lacking in a deep or solid sound: a 
tinny piano. 3. not durable: easily broken; flimsy. 4. hav- 
ing the taste of tin: a can of tinny fruit cocktail. —tin/ni+ 
ness, n. [noncount)] 

tin’ plate’ or tin’/plate’, n. [(moncount) thin iron or 
steel in the form of a thin sheet coated with tin. Also 
called tin. 

tinesel (tin’sal) /‘tinsal/ n. (noncount] 1. a thin sheet or 
thread of glittering metal, used to produce a sparkling ef- 
fect in threads and decorations: looping pieces of tinsel 
on the Christmas tree. —adj. 2. consisting of tinsel. 
—tin/sel-like’, adj. —tin/selely, adj. 

tint (tint) /tint/ n. [count] 1. a variety of a color; a hue. 
2. a delicate or pale color. 3. a commercial dye for the 
hair. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to color slightly; tinge: He tinted 
his hair light brown. —tint/ed, adj.: a pair of slightly 
tinted sunglasses. —tint/er, n. [cont] 
tin-tin-nab-usla-tion (tinti nab/yə lā/shən) /,tın- 
U,nabyoa'leyfan/ n. (count) the ringing or sound of bells. 
teny (ti7né) /‘tayniy/ adj., -niver, -nisest. very small; lit- 
tle; minute: trying to build houses on tiny parcels of land. 
—ti/ni-ness, n. [noncount] 

-tion, suffix. -tion is attached to verbs to form nouns that 
refer to actions or states of the verb: relate + -tion ~ re- 


780 


lation; sect- + -tion 7 section; abbreviate + -tion ~ ab- 
breviation. Compare -ION. 

-tious, suffix. -tious is attached to roots to form adjec- 
tives, some of which are related to nouns: fiction: ficti- 
tious; ambition: ambitious; caution: cautious; rambunc- 
tious, propitious. 

tip’ (tip) /tip/ n., v., tipped, tip-ping. —n. [count] 1. a 
pointed end: the tips of the fingers. 2. the top; apex: the 
tip of a steeple. 3. a small piece covering the end of 
something: a cane with a rubber tip. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
give or provide with a tip. 5. to mark the tip of. 

tip? (tip) /tip/ v., tipped, tipsping, n. —v. 1. to (cause to) 
be in a slanting position; tilt: [no obj): The floor tipped as 
the earthquake rocked the region. [~ + obj): He tipped 
his hat in greeting. 2. to overturn; upset; (cause to) tum- 
ble: (~ + obj (+ over): to tip the basket (over). [~ (+ 
over) + obj): He tipped (over) the basket. [no obj; (~ + 
over)]: The lamp tipped (over) and the light bulb ex- 
ploded. —n. [count] 3. the act of tipping. 4. the state of 
being tipped. 5. Brit. a dump for garbage. 

tip? (tip) /tip/ n., v., tipped, tip-ping. —n. [count] 1. a 
gift of money over and above payment; a gratuity: 4 tip 
for the waiter. 2. a piece of secret information: a tip on a 
racehorse; a tip on a drug raid. 3. a useful hint or idea: 
tips on gardening. —v. 4. to give a gift of money over 
and above payment: [~ + obj]: tipping a waiter. [no 
obj): She tipped lavishly. 5. tip off, to give secret infor- 
mation: [~ + off + obj): Someone must have tipped off 
the cops. [~ + obj + off}: Someone must have tipped 
him off. —tip/per, n. [count]: She's not a big tipper. 

tip-off (tip/ôf/, -of’) /'tip,of, -,of/ n. [count] a jump ball 
that begins each period of a basketball game. 

tip-ple (tip’al) /‘tipol/ v., -pled, -pling, n. —v. 1. [no obj} 
to drink liquor, esp. too much. 2. [~ + obj] to drink (liq- 
uor), esp. often and in small amounts. —n. (count) 3. 
liquor; alcohol. —tip/’pler, n. [count] 

tipster (tip’star) /‘tipstar/ n. [count] a person who sells 
or provides tips, as for betting. 

tipsy (tip’sé) /'tipsiy/ adj., -siver, -sivest. 1. slightly in- 
toxicated: tipsy after that three-martini lunch. 2. caused 
by being slightly intoxicated: a tipsy lurch. —tip-siely 
(tip’sa lē) /'tipsaliy/ adv. —tip’sieness, n. [noncount] 

tip-toe (tip/td’) /tip,tow/ n., v., -toed, -toe-ing. —n. 1. 
the tip or end of a toe: [count]: She stood on her tiptoes. 
[noncount]: She walked in on tiptoe. —v. [no obj) 2. to 
go on tiptoe, so as to be secret or quiet or to remain un- 
noticed: tiptoed into the room while he was sleeping. 

tip-top (tip’top’, -top’) /‘tip,top, -'top/ n. (noncount) 1. 
the highest point of something. 2. the highest degree, as 
of excellence. —adj. 3. situated at the very top. 4. of the 
highest quality, etc.: an athlete in tiptop shape. —adv. 5. 
very well: Things are shaping up tiptop. 

tirade (ti7rad, ti rad’) /‘tayreyd, tay'reyd/ n. [count] a 
long, angry speech: launched into a lengthy tirade on 
greed. 

tire’ (tir) /tay°r/ v., tired, tiring. 1. to make or become 
weary or fatigued: [~ + obj): The exercise tired him mo- 
mentarily. (no obj): As he grew older he tired easily. 2. 
[~ + of + obj) to have one’s interest or patience ex- 
hausted: The children tired of playing games. 3. tire 
out, [~ + obj + out] to make (someone) completely 
weary: The exercise tired him out. 

tire’ (ti?r) /tay®r/ n. [count] a ring of rubber, placed over 
the rim of a wheel on cars, trucks, etc., to provide trac- 
tion or resistance to wear. 

tired (ti?rd) /tay°rd/ adj. 1. exhausted; fatigued; wearied: 
The tired children slept in the car on the way home. 2. 
[be + ~ + Of] weary or bored: was tired of the same old 
routine. 3. old and no longer funny or interesting: a tired 
Joke. 

tire-less (ti°r/lis) /‘tay°rlis/ adj. not easily made tired: a 
tireless worker. —tire/less-ly, adv.: worked tirelessly for 
her students. —tire/less-ness, n. [noncount] 

tiresome (ti°r’sam) /'tay®rsom/ adj. 1. causing one to 
become tired: tiresome exercises. 2. annoying: that tire- 
some guy who always asks the same dumb questions. 
—tire’some-ly, adv. —tire’some-ness, n. (noncount] 

tir-ing (tiring) /‘tay®rin/ adj. 1. causing a feeling of 
tiredness: tiring exercises. 2. annoying: a tiring woman. 

"tis (tiz) /tiz/ contraction. a shortened form of it is. 

tisesue (tish’o6) /'tifuw/ n. 1. a group of similar cells 
forming a structural part of a living thing: [noncoundt): liv- 
ing tissue; soft tissue. (count): That virus could invade 
the body's tissues. 2. tissue paper. 3. any of several 
kinds of soft paper used for various purposes: [non- 
count): toilet tissue. (count): He took a tissue and wiped 
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his nose. 4. [count] a connected series or mass: a tissue 
of lies. 

tis’sue pa/per, n. (noncount] a kind of very thin paper 
used for wrapping, packing, etc. 

tit (tit) /tit/ n. [count] 1. a titmouse. 2. any of various 
other small birds. 

tit? (tit) /tit/ m. [coun] 1. a teat. 2. Slang (vulgar). a 
breast. 

tietan (tit/n) /‘taytn/ n. [count] a person or thing of great 
size, strength, or influence: a titan of industry. 

tittansic (ti tan’ik) /tay'tanik/, adj. of great 
strength, or power. 

titanium (ti ta7né əm) /tay'teyniyom/ n. [noncomnt) a 
dark gray or silvery, shiny, very hard, light, metallic ele- 
ment that resists corrosion, used to toughen steel. 

tit for tat (tit for tat’) /'tit' for tat/ n. (noncount) any- 
thing that is equivalent to something else and is given or 
inflicted as a retaliation for something done to oneself. 

tithe (tith) /tayd/ n., v., tithed, tithing. —n. [count] 1. 
Sometimes, tithes. the tenth part of one’s goods or in- 
come, paid voluntarily for support of the church. 2. any 
tax or levy, esp. of one-tenth. 3. a tenth or small part of 
something. —v. 4. to give or pay a tithe of (one’s in- 
come): [~ + obj): to tithe one’s income. [no obj): The 
family proniised to tithe. —tith’er, n. [count] 

ti-tian (tish’an) /‘tifon/ n. (noncount) 1. a bright golden 
brown color. —adj. 2. bright golden brown: titian hair. 

tit-il-late (tit/l at’) /‘titleyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, -lat- 
ing. to excite agreeably or pleasantly: to tititate one's cu- 
riosity. —tit/il-lat/ing, adj.: The newspaper was filled 
with tititating stories about her affairs. —tit/il-lat/inge-ly, 
adv. —titil-la-tion (tit/] ā/shən) /,titl'eyfan/ n. [non- 
count) 

title (tit7l) /‘taytl/ n., adj., v., -tled, -tling. —n. 1. 
[count] the name of an artistic work, as a book, painting, 
etc. 2. [count] a heading, as of a chapter of a book, that 
describes what is contained: The title was: “Chapter 4: 
Issues and Implications.” 3. [count] a book, magazine, 
or other publication: We published 25 titles last year. 4. 
[count] a descriptive name, esp. by right of rank or of- 
fice: He was given the title of “Lord Mayor.” 5. (count) a 
championship: to win a tennis title. 6. [noncount] an es- 
tablished right to something, as to (possessing) land or 
property: has title to the farm his parents owned. 7. 
[count] the document that is the legal evidence of such 
right: Sign the back of your title when transferring owner- 
ship of your car. 8. Usually, titles. [phra any written 
matter inserted into a motion-picture or television pro- 
gram, as credits or subtitles. —adj. [before a noun) 9. of 
or relating to a title: The title story (= the story whose ti- 
tle is the same as the title of the collection) in her collec- 
tion of pieces was the most famous. 10. that decides a 
championship: a title bout. —v. [~ + obj + obj] 11. to 
furnish with a title; entitle: What will you title your book? 

titmouse (tit/mous/) /'tit,maws/ n. [count], ph -mice 
(-mis’) /-,mays/. a small songbird with a stout bill. 

tit-ter (tit/ar) /‘titor/ v. [no obj) 1. to giggle or laugh in 
a somewhat hesitant or nervous way: At first the audi- 
ence tittered nervously at his jokes. —n. [count] 2. a tit- 
tering laugh. 

tit-tle (tit7l) /‘titl/ n. [count] 1. a dot or other small mark 
in writing or printing. 2. a very small thing: / don't care a 
tittle. 

tit-tle-tat-tle (tit/l tat/l) /‘titl'tatl/ n., v., -tled, -tling. 
—n. [noncount) 1. gossip; chatter that is meaningless. 
—v. [no obj] 2. to talk idly; to gossip or chatter. 

tit-u-lar (tich’a lər, tit”ya-) /titfalor, 'tıtyə-/ adj. 1. be- 
ing (such a thing) in title only; nominal: The king was tit- 
ular ruler of the country, but the army really controlled 
things. 2. having the same name as the title: the titular 
hero of the novel. 3. of or relating to a title. 

tiz-zy (tiz/ē) /‘tiziy/ n. (count; usually singular), pl. -zies. 
Slang. a nervous, excited, or distracted state: He was alt 
in a tizzy when the boss inspected the department. 

TLC or T.L.C. or t.l.c., an abbreviation of: tender loving 
care. 

TM, an abbreviation of: trademark. 

TN, an abbreviation of: Tennessee. 

TNT, n. [noncount] a chemical substance that is a high 
explosive. 

to (tõ; unstressed tõ, ta) /tuw; unstressed tu, te/ prep. 
1. (used to express motion or direction toward a place, 
person, or thing approached and reached): Come to the 
house. 2. (used to express motion or direction toward 
something): from north to south, 3. (used to express a 
limitation of movement or growth): He grew to six feet. 
4. (used to express the destination of a journey or proc- 
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ess): He was sentenced to jail 5. (used to express a re- 
sulting condition): //e tore it to pieces. 6. (used to ex- 
press the object of hope): They drank to her health. 7. 
(used to express the object of a claim): Who were the 
Claimants to the estate? 8. (nsed to express a limitation 
in degree or amount): / was chilled to the bone. 9. com- 
pared with: This year’s harvest is inferior to last year's. 
10. in accordance with; according to: promised us a 
room to our liking. 11. with respect to; with reference to: 
What wilt he say to this? 12. (used to express in; making 
up): There are 12 to the dozen. 13. (used to express the 
indirect object of a verb): Give it to me. Show the book to 
the girl. 14. (used as the ordinary marker of the infini- 
tive, as after certain verbs or adjectives, or when standing 
alone): To be or not to be, that is the question. They lent 
early (in order) to catch their flight. It's too late to try call- 
ing now. 15. raised to the power indicated: Three to the 
fourth (power) is 81 (3* = 81). —adv. 16. toward a point, 
person, place, or thing. 17. toward a closed position: 
Pult the door to. 18. into a state of consciousness: After 
he came to, he remermbered what had happened. 
—Idiom. 19. to and fro, back and forth: trees swaying 
to and fro in the wind. —Usage. See UNTIL. 

toad (tdd) /towd/ n. [count] 1. an animal like a frog, liv- 
ing mostly on land but able to breathe in water, and hav- 
ing no tail and a dry, warty skin. Compare Froc' (def. 1). 
2. a disgusting person or thing. 

toad-stool (tdd/staal’) /‘towd,stuwl/ n. [count] 1. a kind 
of mushroom with an umbrellalike cap. 2. a poisonous 
mushroom, as distinguished from one that can be eaten. 

toad-y (t0/dé) /'towdiy/ n., pi toad-ies, v., toad-ied, 
toad-y-ing. —n. [count] 1. one who flatters another to 
gain favor; a sycophant. —v. [no obj) 2. to be or act like 
One who flatters another to gain favor: an employee who 
toadies to the boss. 

toast’ (tost) /towst/ n. [(noncount]) 1. sliced bread 
browned by dry heat. —v. 2. (of bread, etc.) to (cause to) 
become brown by dry heat: [~ + obj]: to toast a few 
slices of bread. (no obj): This bread doesn't toast well. 3. 
[~ + obj) to heat or warm thoroughly at a fire, as one’s 
hands or feet. 

toast? (tdst) /towst/ n. [count] 1. a few words of wel- 
come, congratulations, etc., said just before drinking (u- 
Sually, an alcoholic beverage) to honor a person, event, 
etc.: / propose a toast to all our good friends gathered 
here tonight. 2. a person, event, etc., honored with 
raised glasses before drinking. 3. [usually singular; the 
+ ~ + Of] a person, esp. an entertainer, who is widely 
celebrated or famous: She was the toast of five countries. 
—v. [~ + obj) 4. to propose or drink a toast to or in 
honor of: They toasted the newlyweds. 

toast-er (t0/star) /‘towstor/ n. [count] 1. an appliance 
for toasting bread, muffins, etc. See illustration at APPLI- 
ANCE. 2. One who toasts something. 

toast-mas-ter (tost/mas/tar) /‘towst,mestor/ n. [count] 
1. one who is the host of a dinner and introduces the af- 
ter-dinner speakers. 2. one who announces toasts. 

toast-y (tō/stē) /‘towstiy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. cozily warm: 
hopping back into her toasty bed. 

to-bac-co (tə bak/0) /to'bekow/ n., pl. -cos, -coes. 1. 
(noncount) a plant of the nightshade family whose leaves 
are prepared for smoking. 2. the prepared leaves of this 
plant, as used in cigarettes, cigars, and pipes: [ron- 
count): The smelt of tobacco hung in the room. (count): 
different tobaccos for different blends. —to-bac/co-less, 
adj. 

to-bac-cornist (tə bak/a nist) /to'bekonist/ n. [count] a 
dealer in tobacco. 

to-bog-gan (ta bog’an) /ta'bngan/ n. [count] 1. a long, 
narrow, flat-bottomed sled. —v. [no obj] 2. to coast on a 
toboggan. —to-bog/’gan-er, to-bog’gan-ist, n. [cort] 

toc-sin (tok/sin) /‘toksin/ n. [count] 1. a signal, esp. of 
alarm, sounded on a bell. 2. a bell used to sound an 
alarm. 

to-day (ta da’) /ta'dey/ n. [noncomnt) 1. this present 
day: What's today? Today is Thursday. 2. this present 
age: The songs of today aren't nearly as rmich fun as the 
songs of yesterday. —adv. 3. on this present day: Cal 
me today. 4. at the present time; in these days: There 
are many changes in the workplace today. 

tod-dle (tod/l) /‘tndl/ v., -died, -dling, n. —v. [no obf] 1. 
to move with short, unsteady steps, as a young child 
does. —n. (cont) 2. the act of toddling. 

tod-dler (tod/lar) /‘todlar/ n. [count] a child who has 
just started to walk but may be unsteady on his or her 
feet. 
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todedy (tod/é) /‘tndiy/ n. [comt], pl. -dies. a drink of 
liquor and hot water, sweetened and spiced: a hot toddy. 

to-do’ n. [count], pl. -dos. a bustle; a fuss: to make a 
big to-do over the party. 

toe (td) /tow/ n., v., toed, toe-ing. —n. [count] 1. one of 
the five fingerlike parts at the end of the foot. 2. the front 
part of a shoe or stocking. 3. a part resembling a toe in 
shape or position. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to touch or kick with 
the toe or toes. —Idiom. 5. on one’s toes, full of en- 
ergy; alert; ready: Competition will keep you on your 
toes. 6. step or tread on someone’s toes, to offend a 
person by intruding on his or her rights or responsibili- 
ties. 7. toe the line or mark, to follow a rule, com- 
mand, etc.; obey orders: Youll have to toe the line with 
the new boss. 

toe-hold or toe-hold (to/hdld’) /‘tow,howld/ n. [count] 
1. a small space in something, as a ledge on a hill, just 
large enough to support the toes, as in climbing. 2. any 
slight advantage or support that helps progress: He had 
a toehold in the company when the chairman of the 
board recommended him. 

toe-nail (to/nal’) /‘tow,neyl/ n. [count] the nail of a toe. 

tof-fee or tof-fy (to7fe, tof”é) /'tofiy, ‘tofiy/ n., pl. 
-fees or -fies. a hard, brittle candy made by boiling to- 
gether brown sugar, butter, and vinegar: [noncount): 
pieces of toffee sticking to his teeth. (count): a plate of 
wrapped toffees. 

to-fu (t0/foo) /‘towfuw/ n. [noncount) a soft, cheeselike 
food made from curdled soybean milk. 

to-ga (tō/gə) /‘towga/ n. [count], pl. -gas, -gae (-je, -ge) 
/-d3iy, -giy/. a white, loose-fitting outer garment origi- 
nally worn in ancient Rome. —to/’gaed, adj. 

to-geth-er (ta geth/ar) /ta'gedar/ adv. 1. into or in one 
gathering or body: Call the people together. 2. into or in 
union, as two or more things: to sew things together. 3. 
into relationship, etc., as two or more persons: to bring 
strangers together. 4. considered as a group: This one 
computer costs more than all the others together. 5. (of 
a single thing) into a condition of being squeezed tight: 
to squeeze a thing together. 6. at the same time; simul- 
taneously: We left together. 7. continuously; without in- 
terruption: for days together. 8. in cooperation; with 
united action; jointly: to wndertake a task together. —adj. 
9. Informal. stable in one’s emotions: a very together 
person. —to-geth/er-ness, n. (noncount): The family 
showed its togetherness by helping anyone who needed 
it. 

tog-gle (tog/al) /‘tngal/ n., v., -gled, -gling. —n. [cont] 
1. a switch, esp. one that can be switched only on or off. 
2. any similar rod used to hold something in place. —v. 
3. [~ + obj) to bind or fasten using such a rod. 4. [no 
obj) to switch back and forth between two -computer 
operations, or among different programs: to toggle from 
one screen to the other. 

toil (toil) /toyl/ n. [noncomnt] 1. hard or exhausting work. 
—v. [no obj) 2. to work or labor with great difficulty: to 
toit on the project night and day. 3. to move with great 
effort: to toil up a hill. —toiVer, n. [count] —toil’some, 
adj. 

toi-let (toi/lit) /‘toylit/ n. 1. [cont] a large bowl with a 
water-flushing device for getting rid of body wastes. See 
illustration at APARTMENT. 2. [count] a bathroom or wash- 
room; lavatory. 3. [noncomnt) the act or process of 
grooming oneself. 

toi/let pa’per, n. [count] a soft, lightweight paper used 
in bathrooms for personal cleansing after defecation or 
urination. Also called toi/let tis’sue. 

toi-letery (toi/li tré) /‘toylitriy/ n. (count), pl. -ries. any 
article, substance, or preparation used in washing, clean- 
ing, or grooming Oneself, as soap or deodorant. 

toi-lette (twa let’) /twa'let/ n. TOLET (def. 3). 

toke (tok) /towk/ n., v, toked, tok-ing. Slang. —n. 
[count] 1. a puff on a marijuana cigarette. 2. a marijuana 
cigarette. —v. 3. to smoke (a marijuana cigarette): [~ + 
obj): to toke a joint. [no obj): to toke on a joint. 

tosken (t0/kan) /‘towkon/ n. [count] 1. something serv- 
ing to represent some feeling, event, etc.: a token of my 
esteem. 2. a memento; a souvenir: Guinevere offered 
Lancelot a scarf as a token of their love. 3. a stamped 
piece of metal used in place of money, as for bus fares: 
He dropped his token in the stot, but the turnstile stuck. 
—adj. (before a noun) 4. hired, admitted, etc., in some 
job to prevent charges of prejudice or discrimination, as 
against a minority: a token mate on an all-female staff. 
5. slight; minimal; not showing much effort or effect: He 
received a token salary. —Idiom. 6. by the same to- 
ken, for similar reasons; furthermore: tle has a good eye 
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for detail and by the same token is a very good artist. 7. 
in token of, as a sign of; in evidence of: a ring in token 
of one’s love. 

to-keneism (tō/kə niz’am) /‘towka,ntzom/ n. [noncount) 
the policy of making only a slight effort to offer equal op- 
portunities to minorities. 

told (tdld) /towld/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of teL. —Idiom. 2. 
all told, counting everyone or everything; in all: All told, 
there were thirty students in the linguistics Class. 

tol-er-a-ble (tol’ar ə bal) /‘tnlarabal/ adj. 1. capable of 
being tolerated: The weather wasnt very good in the 
summer, but it was tolerable if you took precautions. 2. 
fairly good; not bad: a tolerable performance. —toler-a- 
bly, adv.: | spoke tolerably good Cantonese. 

tol-ereance (tol’ar ans) /'tolorons/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
fair, Open attitude toward people whose race, religion, 
practices, etc., differ from one’s own: a long history of 
tolerance toward the beliefs of others. 2. the act of en- 
during or capacity to endure; endurance: [noncount): My 
tolerance for noise is limited. [count]: a weak tolerance 
for the drug. 

tol-er-ant (tol/ar ant) /'tolorant/ adj. showing or having 
tolerance: tolerant of unorthodox cults. —tol/er-ant-ly, 
adv. 

tol-ereate (tol’a rat’) /‘tola,reyt/ v. [~ + obj), -at-ed, 
-at-ing. 1. to allow (something that one does not like) to 
exist without prohibiting it or preventing it. 2. to endure; 
put up with: / cannot tolerate incompetence. —toleer-a- 
tion (tol’a ra’shan) /,tola'reyfan/ n. Lnoncoint) 

toll’ (tō) /tow!l/ n. [count] 1. a fee demanded by an au- 
thority for some right or privilege, as for driving along a 
road. 2. the extent or amount of loss, damage, or suffer- 
ing resulting from some action: The toll from the earth- 
quake was 300 persons dead. 3. a payment made for a 
long-distance telephone call. 

toll? (tal) /towl/ v. 1. to (cause a large bell) to sound with 
single strokes slowly and regularly repeated: [~ + obj): 
to toll a bell. (no obj): Bells tolled in the distance. 2. [~ 
+ obj] to sound or strike (the hour, etc.) by such strokes: 
The bells tolled the end of the day. 3. [no obj) to an- 
nounce the death of someone by such strokes: The bells 
tolled for the dead sovereign. —n. [count] 4. the act or 
sound of tolling a bell. 

toll-booth (tdl/booth’, -bdath’) /‘towl,buw@, -,buw0/, n. 
[count] a booth, as at a bridge or the entrance to a toll 
road, where a toll is collected. 

tollgate (tol/gat’) /‘towl,geyt/ n. (cont) a gate where a 
toll is collected. 

tom (tom) /tpm/ n. [count] 1. the male of some animals, 
as the turkey. 2. a tomcat. 

-tom-, root. -tom- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “cut.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ANATOMY, APPENDECTOMY, ATOM, DICHOTOMY, HYSTERECTOMY, 
LOBOTOMY, MASTECTOMY, TOME, TONSILLECTOMY, VASECTOMY. 

tom-arhawk (tom/’a hdk’) /‘toma,hok/ n. [count] 1. a 
light ax used by American Indians as a weapon or tool. 
2. any similar weapon or implement. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to 
attack, wound, or kill with or as if with a tomahawk. 

toema-to (ta ma/td, -ma/-) /to'meytow, -'ma-/ n. 
[count], pi. -toes. 1. a large, edible, mildly acid, pulpy 
fruit, red to red-yellow when ripe. 2. the plant that pro- 
duces this, of the nightshade family. 

tomb (toom) /tuwm/ n. [count] 1. a hole dug in earth for 
the burial of a corpse; a grave. 2. a large burial chamber 
or the like. 

tom-boy (tom/boi’) /‘tom,boy/ n. [count] an energetic 
girl whose behavior is considered typical of boys: As the 
tomboy of the neighborhood, she could outwrestle any of 
the boys her age. —tom/boy/’ish, adj. 

tomb-stone (toom/st6n’) /tuwm,stown/ n. [count] a 
stone marker, usually with writing on it, on a tomb or 
grave. 

tom-cat (tom/kat’) /'tom,kæt/ n. [count] a male cat. 

tome (tōm) /towm/ n. [cont] a book, esp. a heavy or 
learned book, or one forming part of a series: browsing 
through the dusty tomes. See -TOM-. 

tom-fool-er-y (tom/foo/la ré) /,tom'fuwloriy/ n., pl. -ere 
ies. 1. (noncomnt) foolish or silly behavior. 2. [count] a 
silly act, matter, or thing. 

Tom/my gun’ (tom/é) /tomiy/ n. [count] a kind of 
submachine gun. 

tomorrow (ta môr/ō, -mor/d) /ta'morow, -'mprow/ n. 
1. (noncount) the day following today: Tornorrow is an- 
other day. 2. a future period or time: [moncount): the 
high-tech world of tomorrow. (count): stored up a lot of 
empty tomorrows. —adv. 3. on the day following today: 
fll see you tomorrow. 4. at some future time. 
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tom-tom (tom/tom/) /tom,tpm/ n. [count] 1. a drum 
commonly played with the hands. 2. a dull drumbeat or 
similar sound that is repeated. 

ton (tun) /tan/ n. (count) 1. a unit of weight, equivalent 
to 2000 pounds (0.907 metric ton) (short ton) in the 
U.S. and 2240 pounds (1.016 metric tons) (long ton) in 
Great Britain. 2. METRIC Ton. 3. Often, tons. [plural a 
great quantity; a lot: [~ + a plural noun): a ton of pen- 
cils. [~ + a noncount noun): tons of money. 

-ton-, root. -ton- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “sound.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ATONAL, BARITONE, DETONATE, INTONATION, INTONE, MONO- 
TONE, MONOTONOUS, OVERTONE, SEMITONE, TONAL, TONE, TONIC, 
UNDERTONE. 

toneal (tō/nl) /'townl/ adj. (usually: before a noun) of or 
relating to a tone or to tonality. —ton/alely, adv. See 
-TON-. 

to-nal-iety (tō nal/i tē) /tow'nalitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] a particular scale or system of tones; a key. 2. 
[noncount) the quality of tones. See -Ton-. 

tone (tōn) /town/ n., v., toned, toming. —n. 1. [count] 
any sound thought of in terms of its quality, pitch, 
strength, source, etc.: shrill tones. 2. [count] quality of 
sound. 3. [count] a particular quality or intonation of the 
voice: From the tone of her voice | could tell she was 
very angry. 4. [count] a movement in pitch that makes 
for a difference in meaning between two words that are 
otherwise composed of the same sounds, as in Chinese: 
That language has five different tones that must be 
learned. 5. [count] Music. a distance between musical 
notes that equals two half steps; a whole step. 6. [count] 
a quality of color; a tint, hue, or shade. 7. [noncount] the 
normal, healthy condition of the organs, muscles, or tis- 
sues of the body: fine muscle tone after weeks of exer- 
cise. 8. [noncount) a manner, as of writing or speech: 
The tone of the meeting was tense. 9. {noncount) gen- 
eral character, as of manners or outlook: the liberal tone 
of the 1960's. 10. (count; usually singular) style, distinc- 
tion, or respectability: Would the tone of the neighbor- 
hood change if a prison were built there? —v. 11. {no 
obj) to give off a sound with a particular tone: The bells 
toned softly in the distance. 12. [~ + obj] to make 
strong or properly healthy: to tone the body with exer- 
cise. 13. tone down, to (cause to) become softened; to 
(cause to) be reduced in force: [~ + down + obj): to 
tone down the harsh colors. [~ + obj + down): to tone 
the harsh colors down by using different lighting. 14. 
tone up, to (cause to) gain in tone or strength: [no obj]: 
Her body toned up with all her exercise. [~ + up + obj]: 
Exercise will tone up the body. [~ + obj + up]: to tone 
the body up. —tone/less, adj. See -TON-. 

tone/-deaf’, adj. unable to hear or notice differences in 
pitch in musical sounds when producing or hearing 
them. —tone/’ deaf/ness, n. [noncount) 

tong (tông, tong) /ton, ton/ n. [count] 1. (in China) an 
association, society, or political party. 2. (among Chinese 
living in the U.S.) a secret criminal society. 

ton-ga (tong/ga) /'tonga/ n. [count], pl. -gas. (in S Asia) 
a light, two-wheeled, horse-drawn vehicle. 

tongs (t6ngz, tongz) /tonz, tonz/ n. (plural; usually used 
with a plural verb) a tool or instrument made of two 
movable arms fastened together, used for picking up an 
object. 

tongue (tung) /tan/ n. 1. [count] a movable organ in the 
floor of the mouth, used for tasting, eating, and speak- 
ing: | burned my tongue by drinking that hot tea. 2. the 
tongue of an animal, as an ox, beef, or sheep, used for 
food: [noncount]: smoked tongue. [count]: sheep 
tongues. 3. {noncount] the power or ability to speak: 
What's the matter, lost your tongue? 4. (count; usually 
singular] character of speech: Keep a civil tongue in your 
head! 5. [count] the language of a particular people, re- 
gion, or nation. 6. [count] a strip of leather under the 
lacing of a shoe. 7. [count] a piece of metal hanging in- 
side a bell that strikes against the side, producing a 
sound; a Clapper. 8. [count] a narrow strip of land stick- 
ing out into a body of water; cape. 9. [count] the pin of a 
belt buckle, etc. —Idiom. 10. at or on the tip of 
one's or the tongue, a. on the verge of being said; just 
about to be said: /t was on the tip of my tongue to disa- 
gree. b. escaping one’s memory but about to be re- 
called: The answer is on the tip of my tongue. 11. hold 
one’s tongue, to remain silent. 12. (with) tongue in 
cheek, as a joke; ironically: His sarcasm and insults were 
all offered tongue in cheek. 

tongue/’-lash/ing, n. [count] a severe scolding. 
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tongue/’-tied’, adj. unable to speak, as from shyness, 
embarrassment, or surprise. 

tongue’ twist/er, n. [count] a word or sequence of 
words that is difficult to pronounce, esp. rapidly, because 
of so many similar sounds in a row, or because of some 
slight changes in consonant sounds, as “She sells sea- 
shells by the seashore.” 

toneic (ton/ik) /‘tonik/ n. 1. [count] a medicine that in- 
creases mental or physical strength, health, or well- 
being. 2. soda water with quinine: [poncount): some gin 
and tonic. (count): two tonics. 3. [count] the first degree 
of a musical scale; keynote. —adj. 4. of or relating to the 
tone or health of the body, as a medicine. 5. of or relat- 
ing to the tension of the muscles: a tonic spasm. 6. of or 
relating to tone or accent in speech. 7. of or relating to 
the first tone of a musical scale: a tonic chord. —ton/ie 
cal-ly, adv. See -Ton-. 

to-night (to nit’) /ta'nayt/ n. [noncount] 1. this present 
or coming night; the night of this day: Tonight is the 
night | (will) propose to her. —adv. 2. on this night; on 
the night of this day: See you tonight about six. 

ton-nage (tun/ij) /‘tanid3/ n. [noncount] 1. the capacity 
or amount of weight of a merchant vessel, expressed in 
tons. 2. ships considered with reference to their capacity 
to hold cargo. 

tonesil (ton/sal) /‘tonsal/ n. [count] a mass of soft, pink 
tissue on each side of the throat: The doctor asked him 
to open his mouth and say “Aah” while she looked at his 
tonsils. 

ton-sil-lecetoemy (ton’sa lek/ta mē) /,tonsa'lektomiy/ 
n. [count], pl. -mies. surgical removal of one or both 
tonsils. See -TOM-. 

tonesil-lietis (ton/sa li/tis) /,tonsa'laytis/ n. [noncount] 
inflammation of a tonsil or the tonsils. 

ton-sorrical (ton sdr/é al, -sGr/-) /ton'soriyal, -'sowr-/ 
adj. of or relating to a barber or barbering. 

ton-sure (ton/shar) /‘tonfor/ n. [count] 1. the shaving of 
the head, esp. of a man upon entering the priesthood or 
on becoming a monk. 2. the part of a cleric’s head left 
bare by shaving the hair. 

toney (to/né) /'towniy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. high-toned; styl- 
ish; swank: a tony nightclub. 

too (too) /tuw/ adv. 1. in addition; also; furthermore: 
She's young, clever, and rich, too. 2. to a degree greatly 
beyond normal or proper: She's too sick to travel. 3. 
(used to emphasize disagreement with what has just 
been said): "You're late and you're not ready to go.” —"! 
am too!” (= Actually, | am ready to go). 4. (used with a 
negative word or phrase) extremely; very: The boss was 
none too pleased with the results. 

took (took) /tuk/ v. pt. of TAKE. 

tool (td0l) /tuwl/ n. [count] 1. an implement, esp. one 
held in the hand, as a hammer, for performing a me- 
chanical operation: The carpenter laid out his tools and 
began to work. 2. an instrument for some purpose or 
work: the tools of the writer's trade. 3. anything used to 
accomplish a task: Education is a tool for success. 4. a 
person used by someone else: a tool of the Communist 
party. —v. 5. [~ + obj] to work or shape with a tool. 6. 
[no obj] to drive or ride in a vehicle: tooling along the 
freeway. 7. tool up, [no obj) to install the machinery for 
a job: The manufacturers began tooling up for produc- 
tion. 

toot (toot) /tuwt/ v. 1. to (cause a horn or whistle to) 
give forth a short sound: [~ + obj): He tooted his horn. 
[no obj: The foghorn tooted in the distance. —n. 
[count] 2. an act or sound of tooting: gave a quick toot 
on his horn. —toot/er, n. [count] 

tooth (tddth) /tuw@/ n. [count], pl. teeth (téth) /tiy8/. 1. 
one of the hard bony parts attached in a row to each jaw, 
serving to bite and chew food or, esp. in animals, as 
weapons. 2. any part of something that sticks out and 
resembles a tooth, as a part of a comb, etc. 3. teeth, 
[plural] effective power, esp. to enforce something: to put 
teeth into the new law by increasing the penalty for diso- 
beying it. —Idiom. 4. in the teeth of, straight into or 
in defiance of: The ship sailed on in the teeth of the 
storm. 5. long in the tooth, elderly. 6. set or put one’s 
teeth on edge, to cause a feeling of irritation in one: 
The supervisor always sets my teetl on edge. 7. show 
one’s teeth, to become menacing; reveal one’s feelings 
of anger or hatred. 8. sink or get one’s teeth into, 
[sink/get + one’s + ~ + into + obj) to work on (some- 
thing) with enthusiasm: At last he found a project he 
could sink his teeth into. 9. to the teeth, completely; 
fully; entirely: armed to the teeth. —toothed, adj. 
—tooth/less, adj. 
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toothache (tooth’ak’) /‘tuw0,cyk/ n. [count] a pain in 
or around a tooth. —tooth’ach’y, adj. 

tooth’ and nail’, adv. with all one’s energy; fiercely: 
fought tooth and nail. 

tooth-brush (tooth’brush’) /‘tuw0,brajf/ n. [count] a 
small brush with a long handle, for cleaning the teeth. 

tooth-paste (tocth’past’) /‘tuw8,peyst/ n. [nonconnt) a 
substance in the form of paste, for cleaning the teeth. 

tooth-pick (tddth’pik’) /‘tuw@,pik/ n. [conn] a small, 
pointed piece of wood, plastic, etc., for removing food 
particles from between the teeth. 

tooth-some (tocth’sam) /‘tuwOsoni/ adj. 1. pleasing to 
the taste; delicious; appetizing. 2. pleasing, desirable, or 
attractive. —tooth’some-ness, n. [noncoutit) 

tooth-y (too’thé, -the) /‘tuwiy, -diy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 
showing large teeth: a toothy smile. —tooth-i-ely (too7- 
tha lē, -tha-) /'tuwĝðəliy, -ðə-/ adv.: Sle smiled toothily. 

top' (top) /top/ n., adj, v., topped, top-ping. —n. 
[count] 1. the highest point, part, etc., of anything: the 
top of the momntain. 2. a lid of a container. 3. [nsually 
singular) the highest or leading position: Slie’s always 
ranked at the top of the class. 4. [count; singular) the 
highest pitch or degree: shouting at the top of their 
voices. 5. the first part; beginning: Take that last piece of 
music from the top. 6. a garment for the upper body: a 
Skirt and a miatching top. 7. a rooflike upper part or 
cover on a vehicle: They drove with the top down. 8. the 
head or the crown of the head: from top to toe. 9. the 
first half of an inning in baseball. —adj. [before a noun) 
10. of or relating to the top; highest; greatest: to pay top 
prices. 11. foremost, chief, or principal: Highest salaries 
are paid to the top players. 12. (among the) highest in 
rank or popularity; best: the top ten movies. —v. 13. [~ 
+ obj] to furnish with a top; put a top on: topped the 
sundae with a cherry. 14. [~ + obj] to be at, form, or 
make up the top of: Ice cream topped the cake. 15. [~ 
+ obj] to reach the top of: to top the mountain peak. 
16. [~ + obj] to be greater than (something) in height, 
amount, etc.: Those wreniployment figures topped the 
numbers for our worst years. 17. [~ + obj] to surpass, 
excel, or outdo: lve seen some weird things before, birt 
this tops everything. 18. [~ + obj] to remove the top of; 
crop; prune: fo top a tree. 19. top off, to complete, esp. 
in a very good manner; finish: [~ + off + obj]: On their 
anniversary they topped off the evening witli champagne. 
[~ + obj + off}: And to top it off, they won three million 
dollars in the lottery. 20. top out, [no obj) to reach the 
highest level: Prices may have topped out at their highest 
level. —Idiom. 21. at the top of one’s lungs or 
voice, as loudly as possible; with full voice. 22. off the 
top of one’s head, without thought or preparation: Off 
the top of my head | would say we've lost 83% of our oil 
refining capabilities. 23. on top, successful; having won 
a victory: believes shell always come out on top. 24. on 
top of, a. over or upon: We put the plunger on top of 
tlie drain arid puslied down liard. b. in addition to; over 
and above: They lost their jobs, car, atid homie, and orn 
top of all that their children got sick. c. in Control: The 
firefighters seeni on top of the problemi arid will probably 
extinguish the fire soon. d. very or overly close to: People 
were living ot top of eacli other. e. aware of; informed 
about: / like to stay or top of the news. 25. on top of 
the world, very happy; excitedly happy. 

top? (top) /top/ n. (comrt) 1. a toy with a point on which 
it is made to spin. —Idiom. 2. sleep like a top, to 
sleep soundly. 

to-paz (tō/paz) /‘towpxz/ n. a mineral found in trans- 
parent crystal prisms and used as a gem: [roricomtit}: a 
ring Of topaz. (count): a topaz in the ring. 

top-coat (top’kot’) /‘top,kowt/ n. [count] 1. a light- 
weight overcoat. 2. the coat of paint applied last to a 
surface. 

top’ drawer’, n. [comit] the highest level in status, ex- 
cellence, or importance. —top’-drawer/, adj. 
top’-flight’, adj. highest; most outstanding, 
achievement or development: a top-fliglit scholar. 
top’ hat’, n. (court) a man’s tall, rounded hat with a 
Stiff, slightly curved brim, for formal occasions. 
top’-heav’y, adj. 1. having a top too heavy for a thing 
of its size: The car is top-leavy and could roll over easily. 
2. (of an organization) having too many people in the up- 
per ranks and too few in the lower ranks: a top-heavy bu- 
reaucracy. —top’-heav/iness, n. (roricoutit) 

top-ic (topik) /topik/ s. [cont] 1. a subject of discus- 
sion: [ve strayed off the topic. 2. the subject of a speech 
or piece of writing: /itroduce your topic with a clear setl- 
tence aid then give exarniples to support it. 
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top-i-cal (top/i kal) /‘topikal/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
matters of current or local interest. 2. Med. on the skin 
or external surface: a topical ointment. —top-i-calei-ty 
(top’i kali tē) /,topi'kwhitiy/ n. [noncount] —top/i-cal-ly, 
adv. 

top-Knot (top/not’) /‘top,not/ n. [count] 1. a clump or 
growth of hair or feathers growing on the top of the 
head. 2. hair fashioned into a knob or bun on top of the 
head. 3. a knot or bow of ribbon worn on top of the 
head. 

top-less (top/lis) /‘toplis/ adj. 1. lacking a top. 2. nude 
above the waist: topless dancers. 3. featuring entertain- 
ers, etc., nude above the waist: a topless bar. 

top/-lev’el, adj. of or relating to those in authority; 
high-level: a top-level conference. 

top-mast (top’mast’; Nautical. -mast) /'top,mæst; Nauti- 
cal. -mast/ n. [comnt) the mast next above a lower mast, 
used to support the yards or rigging of a topsail or top- 
Sails. 

top-most (top’mG6st’) /‘tnp,mowst/ adj. (usually. before 
a noun) highest; uppermost: the topmost branches of 
the tree. 

top-notch or top-notch (top’noch’) /'top'nntf/ adj. 
first-rate; of highest quality or excellence. 

to-pog-ra-phy (tə pog/ra fē) /ta'pngrofiy/ n., pl. -phies. 
the detailed mapping or description of an area: [non- 
count): satellite pliotos of the topography. (count): an 
uneven topography. —to-pog/ra-pher, n. [count] —top- 
o-graph-ic (top’a graffik) /\topo'griefik/ top’o-graph/i- 
cal, adj. See -GRAPH-. 

top-ping (top/ing) /‘topin/ n. 1. [count] a part forming a 
top to something. 2. a sauce placed on food before serv- 
ing: (Noncount): whipped topping on the dessert. [count]: 
a choice of toppings for the ice cream. 3. toppings, 
[plural the parts removed in taking the tops off plants. 
—adj. 4. Chiefly Brit. excellent. 

top-ple (top/al) /‘topol/ v., -pled, -pling. 1. to (cause to) 
fall forward, as from being top-heavy, or from being 
weak: [no obj): He suddenly toppled to the sidewalk. [~ 
+ obj): toppled the challenger with one punch. 2. [~ + 
obj) to remove from power, as from a position of author- 
ity: to topple a king. 

top-sail (top’sal’; Nautical. -sal) /‘top,seyl; Nautical. -sol/ 
n. [cont a sail, or either of a pair of sails, set immedi- 
ately above the lowermost sail of a mast and supported 
by a topmast. 

top’-se’cret, adj. of or relating to something to be 
kept completely secret or at the highest category of secu- 
rity: a top-secret document. 

top-soil (top’soil’) /‘top,soyl/ n. [noncount] the upper 
part of the soil, usually the best for growing things. 

top-sy-tursvy (top’sé tůr/vē) /'topsiy'tarviy/ adv. 1. 
with the top where the bottom should be; upside down: 
turned the boat topsy-turvy. 2. in or into a state of confu- 
sion: Things went completely topsy-turvy because the 
new boss didn't know the company. —adj. 3. turned up- 
side down: a topsy-turvy reflection. 4. confused or disor- 
derly: a topsy-turvy classroom. 

tor (tor) /tor/ n. [connt] a rocky top of a hill or mountain; 
a peak of a bare or rocky mountain or hill. 

To-rah (to’ra, tôr/ə) /'towrə, ‘tora/ n. [norncount] the 
first five books of the Bible. 

torch (torch) /tortf/ n. (comnt) 1. a light, made of a stick 
of wood or some other substance, lighted at the upper 
end. 2. something thought of as a source of knowledge 
or guidance: tle torch of learning. 3. any of various de- 
vices producing a hot flame, used for soldering, etc.; a 
blowtorch 4. Slang. an arsonist. 5. Chiefly Brit. FLASH- 
LiGHT (def. 1). —v. [~ + obj] 6. to set fire to, esp. with 
evil intention: Before the police arrested hint he had 
torched five buildings. — Idiom. 7. carry a or the 
torch for, [carry + a/the + ~ + for + obj) to be in love 
with, esp. without being loved in return: AI those years 
he carried a torch for her, but he never told lier and she 
never krew. 

torch-light (torch/lit”) /‘tortf{Jayt/ n. 
light of a torch or torches. 

torch’ song’, n. [conni] a sad popular ballad express- 
ing unhappiness in love. 

tore (tôr, tor) /tor, towr/ v. pt. of TEAR?. 

tor-e-a-dor (tor’é ə dôr/) /‘toriyo,dor/ n. [count] a bull- 
fighter. 

torement (v. tor ment’, tôr/ment; n. tôr/ment) / v. 
tor'ment, ‘torment; s. 'torment/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to cause 
(someone) to feel severe suffering: The disease tor- 
mented hiin night and day. 2. to worry or annoy too 
much; keep bothering; plague: constantly tormenting me 


[nonconnt] the 


785 


with her schemes. —n. 3. [noncourit) a state of suffering: 
agony; misery: the torment of cancer, 4. [count] some- 
thing that causes pain or suffering. 5. [connt] a source of 
much trouble, worry, or annoyance. —tor-ment/ine-ly, 
adv. —tor-men/tor, torement/er, n. (court): lost his pa- 
tience and punched liis tormentor in the tose. See 
-TORT-. 

torn (tôrn, torn) /torn, towrn/ v. 1. pp. of Tear’. — adj. 
2. [be + ~) divided or in conflict: We were torni between 
our love for our parents and our need to be independent. 

tor-na-edo (tôr nā/dō) /tor'neydow/ n. [count], pl. -does, 
-dos. a violently destructive windstorm occurring over lo- 
cal areas of land, having a long, funnel-shaped cloud that 
extends to the ground. 

torpedo (tor pē/dō) /tor'piydow/ n., pl. -does, v., 
-doed, -do-ing. —n. [count] 1. a high-explosive, under- 
water tube that is self-propelled, usually launched from a 
submarine or other warship against surface vessels. 2. a 
hero sandwich. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to attack, hit, damage, 
or destroy with torpedoes: The battlesliip was torpedoed 
and surik. 4. to attack, ruin, or destroy: He torpedoed all 
our platis. 

tor-pid (tor/pid) /‘torpid/ adj. 1. inactive or sluggish. 2. 
unwilling to move much or be active; apathetic; lethargic. 
—tor-pid-i-ty (tor pid/i tē) /tor'piditiy/ n. C(noncourt] 
—tor/pid-ly, adv. 

tor-por (tor/par) /‘torpar/ n. [poncount] 1. sluggish inac- 
tivity. 2. unwillingness to move much or be active. 

torque (tork) /tork/ n. [noncount] the measured ability 
of a twisting part of machinery, as of a shaft, to over- 
come resistance to such turning. See -TorRT-. 

tor-rent (tôr/ənt, tor’-) /‘torant, ‘tor-/ n. [count] 1. a 
quick-flowing, violent stream of water. 2. a rushing, vio- 
lent stream of anything: a torrent of abuse. 3. a violent 
downpour of rain. —tor-ren-tial (tô ren/shal, tə-) 
/Ito'renfol, tə-/ adj. 

torerid (tôr/id, tor/-) /‘torid, 'tor-/ adj. 1. exposed to the 
effects of parching heat of the sun: The torrid zone was 
hot all year. 2. extremely hot, parching, or burning, as 
climate or air: a torrid summer day. 3. passionate: a tor- 
rid love affair. —tor-ridsiety (tô rid/i tē) /to'riditiy/ tor/- 
rid-ness, n. (noncount]) —tor/rid-ly, adv. 

torsion (tôr/shən) /torfan/ n. [moncount] the act of 
twisting or the state of being twisted. —tor/sion-al, adj. 
See -TORT-. 

torso (tôr/sō) /'torsow/ n. [count], pl. -sos, -Si (-Sé) 
/-siy/. the trunk of the human body. 

tort (tort) /tort/ n. [count] Law. a wrongful or illegal act 
resulting in injury to another's person, property, or repu- 
tation, for which the injured party may ask for money or 
some compensation. See -TORT-. 

-tort-, root. -tort- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “twist.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
CONTORT, DISTORT, EXTORT, RETORT, TORT, TORTE, TORTILLA, 
TORTUOUS, TORTURE. 

torte (tôrt) /tort/ n. [count] a rich cake made with eggs, 
ground nuts, and usually no flour. See -TORT-. 

tor-til-la (tôr tē/ə) /tor'tiya/ n. [count], pl. -las. a thin, 
round, unleavened bread made from cornmeal or wheat 
flour, and baked on a griddle or stone. See -TORT-. 

tor-toise (t6r/tas) /‘tortas/ n. [count] 1. a turtle, esp. a 
terrestrial turtle. 2. a very slow person or thing. 

tor-toise-shell (tôr/təs shel’) /‘tortas fel/ n. [noncount) 
Also, tor/toise shell’. 1. the horny layer on the outer 
surface of a turtle shell, used for making combs and or- 
namental articles. 2. a synthetic substance made to look 
like natural tortoiseshell. —adj. Also, tor/toise-shell’. 3. 
spotted or colored with many colors like tortoiseshell, 
esp. with yellow and brown. 4. made of tortoiseshell. 5. 
(of a domestic cat) having a black, orange, and cream 
coat. 

tor-tu-ous (t6r/choo as) /'tortfuwas/ adj. 1. full of twists, 
turns, or bends: a tortuous path. 2. not direct or straight- 
forward, as in behavior or speech: tortuous reasoning. 
—tor/tu-ous-ly, adv. —tor/tueous-ness, n. [noncount] 
See -TORT-. 

tor-ture (tôr/chər) /‘tortfor/ nm., v., -tured, -tur-ing. —n. 
1. [noncount)] the act of causing great pain, as punish- 
ment or revenge, for getting a confession or information, 
or for cruelty’s sake: The interrogator was a master of 
torture. 2. [count] a method of causing or giving such 
pain: different tortures, like whipping and electric shocks. 
3. [noricount] a cause of pain or anguish: /t was torture 
for him to watch his old girlfriend walk by with another 
guy. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to force to undergo torture: tor- 
tured the prisoner for hours. 5. to cause to undergo 
great pain or mental suffering: to be tortured with bad 
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memories. —tor/tur-er, 1. (court) —tor/tur-ous, adj. 
See -TORT-. 

tor-tured (tor/chard) /'tort ford/ adj. 1. twisted or forced 
into an unnatural shape. 2. not direct or straightforward; 
deliberately complicated; tortuous: a document full of 
tortured reasoning. See -TORT-. 

toss (tos, tos) /tos, tos/ v., tossed or tost, tossing, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to throw, esp. lightly or carelessly: 
came in ard tossed her coat on the chair, 2. [~ + obj] 
to throw from one to another, as in play: to toss a ball 
back arid fortli. 3. to move or pitch with irregular mo- 
tions; jerk about: [no obj]: tossing arid turning all niglit. 
[~ + obj]: The storm tossed the ship about. 4 [~ + 
obj] to throw upward suddenly, as the head: She tossed 
her head and lauglied. 5. to throw (a coin) into the air to 
decide something according to the side facing upwards 
when it falls: [~ + obj]: The official tossed a coin and it 
came up lieads. [~ + obj + for + obj): We can't decide 
who should go first; I'll toss you for it. [no obj; (~ + for 
+ obj)): We cant decide who should go first; let's toss for 
it. 6. [~ + obj] to mix (a salad) lightly until the ingredi- 
ents are coated with the dressing. 7. toss off, to accom- 
plish quickly or easily: [~ + off + obj]: sat down and 
tossed off an essay. {~ + obj + off]: to toss that essay 
off —n. [count] 8. an act or instance of tossing. 9. a 
pitching about, or up and down. 10. a throw or pitch. 
11. tossup (def. 1). 12. a sudden fling or jerk, esp. of 
the head: The liorse gave a sharp toss of the head and 
refused to go forward. 

toss-up (tds/up’, tos/-) /'tos,ap, 'tos-/ nm. [count] 1. the 
tossing of a coin to decide something according to which 
side is facing upwards when it falls. 2. an even choice or 
chance: The election is a tossup at this point. 

tot! (tot) /tot/ n. [count] 1. a small child. 2. a small por- 
tion, as of liquor. 

tot? (tot) /tot/ v., tot-ted, tot-ting, n. —v. 1. tot up, to 
add; total: [no obj): The numbers totted up. [~ + up + 
obj): He totted up the numbers. [~ + obj + up): He tot- 
ted the numbers up. —n. [count] 2. a total. 

to-tal (tot/l) /‘towtl/ adj., n., v., -taled, -taling or (esp. 
Brit.) -talled, -tal-ling. —adj. 1. [before a noun] of or re- 
lating to the whole amount of something; entire: the total 
expenditure. 2. (usually: before a noun) of or relating to 
the whole of something: the total effect of the play on tts 
audience. 3. (usually: before a noun] complete in extent 
or degree; utter: a total failure. —n. 4. [count] the total 
amount; sum: That brings the cost to a total of $50,000. 
5. [noncount; in + ~] the whole: There were several 
thousand people there in total. —v. 6. [~ + obj] to bring 
to a total; add up: He totaled the three colunins. 7. to 
reach a total of; amount to: [~ + obj; no passive]: The 
money totaled over fifty thousand dollars tn cash. [~ + 
to + obj): The money totaled to over fifty thousand dol- 
lars. 8. [~ + obj] to wreck beyond repair: He totaled his 
car in the accident. —to/talely, adv.: You're totally crazy 
to think that. 

to-tal-i-tarsiean (tō tali târ/ē an) /tow,twlhi'teariyan/ adj. 
1. of or relating to a centralized government that does 
not allow differing opinion: the totalitarian system of 
George Orwell's novel 1984. —w. [count] 2. a person 
calling for such a form of government. —to-tal/i-tar/i- 
an-ism, n. [norcount) 

to-taleiety (to tal/i tē) /tow'twlitiy/ n, pl. -ties. 1. 
[count] something that is total or constitutes a total. 2. 
[noncount] the state of being total; entirety. 

tote (tōt) /towt/ v., tot-ed, toting, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. 
to carry, as in one’s arms: toting bags of groceries. 2. to 
carry on one’s person: to tote a gun. —n. [count] 3. an 
open shopping bag, used for carrying small items. 
—tot/a-ble, tote’a-ble, adj. —tot/er, 1. (comnt]) 

to-tem (to/tam) /‘towtam/ n. [count] a natural object or 
an animate being, or a drawing of such a thing, used as 
the emblem or symbol of a clan, etc., and treated with 
reverence. —to-tem/ic (-tem/ik) /-'temik/ adj. 

to/tem pole’, n. (count) a pole carved and painted with 
totems, built by Native Americans of the NW coast of 
North America. 

tot-ter (tot/ar) /‘totor/ v. [no obj] 1. to walk or go with 
clumsy, hesitant, or unsteady steps: After tlie blow to the 
head he tottered and fell. 2. to sway or rock, as if about 
to fall: During the earthquake the building tottered, then 
crashed to the ground. —n. [count] 3. the act of totter- 
ing; an unsteady way of walking. —tot/ter-er, sı. (court) 
tou-can (td0’kan, too kan’) /‘tuwkin, tuw'kan/ r. 
[count] a brightly colored, fruit-eating bird of the New 
World tropics, having a very large bill. 

touch (tuch) /tatf/ v. 1. to put the hand, finger, etc., on 
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or into contact with (something) so as to feel it: [~ + 
obj): He touched the stove cautiously. [no obj): You may 
look at it but don’t touch. 2. [~ + obj] to bring (the 
hand, etc., or something held) into contact with some- 
thing: touched a match to the papers. 3. [~ + obj] to 
pat or tap as with the hand or an instrument: She 
touched me gently on the shoulder. 4. to come into con- 
tact with; be next to: [~ + obj]: My shoulder was touch- 
ing hers. [no obj): Our shoulders were touching on the 
crowded elevator. 5. [~ + obj; usually with a negative 
word or plirase] to be as good as (something else); com- 
pare with (something): He wrote with a style that couldn't 
touch mine. 6. [~ + obj] to treat or affect in some way 
by contact: All you have to do is touch that computer and 
everything goes haywire with it. 7. [~ + obj] to move 
(someone) to feel sympathy: Your kindness touched me 
deeply. See TOUCHING, TOUCHED below. 8. [~ + obj; usu- 
ally with a negative word or phrase] to have to do with in 
any way: She can't touch her trust money until she’s 21. 
9. [~ + obj; usually with a negative word or phrase] to 
eat or drink; consume; taste: He won't touch another 
drink. 10. [~ + obj] to put one’s hands on (a person), 
as to do something violent or sexual: Don’t touch that kid 
again! 11. [~ + obj] to be a matter of importance to; af- 
fect: Such poverty never touches her life. 12. [~ + obj] 
Slang. to ask (someone) for money, or succeed in getting 
money from: He touched me for a loan. 13. touch 
down, [no obj] (of an aircraft or spacecraft) to land. 14. 
touch off, a. to cause to ignite or explode: [~ + off + 
obj): The flame touched off the explosion. [~ + obj + 
off}: What touched it off? b. to start, esp. suddenly: [~ + 
off + obj): The incident touched off a firestorm of de- 
bate. [~ + obj + off): Thats what touched the debate 
off 15. touch on or upon, [~ + on + obj] to mention 
(a subject) casually: Her speech touched on the issue of 
employee benefits. 16. touch up, to make minor 
changes in the appearance of: [~ + up + obj]: The art- 
ist touched up the painting. [~ + obj + up): She 
touched it up. —n. 17. [count] the act of touching; state 
or fact of being touched: a light touch on his shoulder. 
18. [noncount] that sense by which anything material is 
felt by physical contact: a well-developed sense of touch. 
19. [noncount) the quality of something touched that im- 
parts a sensation; feel: The touch of her hand was 
enough to thrill him. 20. [noncount] a coming into or 
being in contact or good relations with another: Over the 
years we lost touch. Let's keep in touch. 21. [noncount] 
ability or skill; a knack for doing something: He seems to 
have lost his touch in dealing with people. 22. [count] a 
slight attack, as of illness: He's had a touch of the flu. 
23. [count] a slight added effort in completing any piece 
of work: put some finishing touches on the painting. 24. 
[count] skill or manner of execution in artistic work, in 
playing a musical instrument, etc. 25. [count] the man- 
ner or speed of action of the keys of an instrument, as of 
a piano. 26. [count] a slight amount of some quality, 
emotion, etc.: There was a touch of sadness in her voice. 
27. [count] Slang. a. the act of approaching someone for 
money (as a gift): to put the touch on her for fifty bucks. 
b. a person thought of in terms of getting money from: 
He's an easy touch. —touch/a-ble, adj. 

touch’-and-go’, adj. doubtful or uncertain as to the 
result; precarious: The election was touch-and-go right to 
the end. 

touch-down (tuch/doun’) /'tat{,dawn/ n. [count] 1. an 
act of scoring six points in football by being in posses- 
sion of the ball on or behind the opponent's goal line. 2. 
the act of a Rugby player who touches the ball on or to 
the ground behind his own goal line. 3. the act or the 
moment of landing, as of an aircraft. 

tou-ché (td6 sha’) /tuw'fey/ interj. 1. (used in fencing to 
indicate that a hit or touch has been made). 2. (used to 
give credit to another for a particularly clever remark or 
response). 

touched (tucht) /tatft/ adj. [be + ~ 1. moved; stirred; 
feeling emotion: deeply touched by your kindness. 2. 
slightly Crazy; unbalanced: a /ittle touched in the head. 

touch-ing (tuch’ing) /'tatfin/ adj. 1. causing strong 
emotion: a touching story about a girl and her dog. 2. 
being in contact. —prep. 3. in reference or relation to; 
concerning; about: Touching the budget considerations, 
we find several mietliods of saving money. —touch’- 
ing-ly, adv.: touchirgly portrayed as a poor, defenseless 
creature. 

touch-screen or touch screen  (tuch/skrén/) 
tatf,skriyn/ n. [count] a computer display that can re- 
spond to the location of a finger on its surface. 
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touch-stone (tuch/stōn/) /'tatf,stown/ n. [count] a 
standard or criterion for testing the qualities of a thing. 
touchey (tuch’é) /‘tatfiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. likely to 
take offense for some slight reason; irritable: She's sort 
of touchy when it comes to her academic credentials. 2. 
requiring caution, careful handling, or tact; risky: It's a 

touchy situation. —touch/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

tough (tuf) /taf/ adj. -er, -est, adv., n., v. —adj. 1. 
strong and long-lasting: tough plastics. 2. difficult to 
chew; not tender: a tough steak. 3. capable of great en- 
durance; hardy: tough troops. 4. not easily influenced, as 
a person; stubborn: a tough negotiator. 5. difficult to 
perform or deal with: a very tough exam. {It + be + ~ 
+ to + verb): It’s tough to get a good grade from him. 
6. hard to bear or suffer through; severe: a tough strug- 
gle to succeed. 7. vicious; rough; violent: a tough neigh- 
borhood. 8. Informal. unfortunate; bad: tough luck. 
—adv. 9. in a tough manner: They play tough, but not 
dirty. —n. [count] 10. a rough, tough person who attacks 
others; a rowdy. —v. Idiom. 11. tough it out, [no obj] 
Informal. to keep going and resist hardship or difficulty: 
Instead of giving up, they decided to tough it out. 
—tough/ly, adv. —tough/ness, n. [noncount) 

tough-en (tuf/an) /'tafan/ v. to (cause to) become tough 
or tougher: [no obj): This metal toughens under higher 
temperatures. [~ + obj): The union toughened its 
stance. —tough/’en-er, n. [count] 

toupee (too pa’) /tuw'pey/ n. [count], pi. -pees. 1l. a 
man’s wig. 2. a patch of false hair for covering a bald 
spot. 

tour (tòr) /tur/ n. [count] 1. a long journey including the 
visiting of a number of places: a tour of the Greek is- 
lands. 2. a brief trip through a place to view or inspect it: 
an inspection tour, 3. a period of duty: The /ieutenant’s 
last tour of duty was in Korea. —v. 4. to travel from place 
to place: [~ + obj): They toured the Greek islands. [no 
obj): They toured for a few seasons. 5. to travel from 
town to town giving performances: [~ + obj): The band 
toured the Midwest. [no obj): The band toured for several 
weeks. —Idiom. 6. on tour, (of a musical or dramatic 
performer, group, or company) traveling from town to 
town and making performances in each. 

tour de force (tòr də férs’, -fors’) /tur' da fors, 
-'fowrs/ n. [count], pl. tours de force (td6rz) /turz/. an 
excellent, very special achievement by an artist, author, 
etc., unlikely to be equaled; a stroke of genius: His latest 
book was a tour de force. 

tourism (td6r/iz am) /'turizom/ n. [Noncount) the occu- 
pation of providing information, accommodations, trans- 
portation, and other services to tourists. 

tourist (tddr/ist) /‘turist/ n. [count] 1. one who makes a 
tour, esp. for pleasure. —adv. 2. in living quarters or 
seats of a class of travel below first-class: to travel tourist; 
to fly tourist. 

tour-nasment (t66r/na meant, tûr7-) /‘turnamant, 't3r-/ n. 
[count] 1. a trial of skill in some game, in which players 
play a series of contests: a chess tournament. 2. a meet- 
ing for contests in a number of different sports, as be- 
tween teams of different nations. 3. a medieval contest 
in which mounted knights fought with lances for a prize. 

tour-niequet (tûr/ni kit, tdd6r/-) /‘tarntkit, ‘tur-/ n. 
[count] any device for slowing or stopping bleeding by 
pushing down with force on a blood vessel: applied a 
tourniquet above the wound. 

toursle (tou/zal, -sal) /‘tawzal, -sal/ v. [~ + obj], -sled, 
-sling. to make a little untidy: The wind tousled our hair. 

tout (tout) /tawt/ v. Informal. 1. [no obj) to ask for busi- 
ness, votes, etc., esp. in an improper or too direct way. 
2. [~ + obj) to advertise boastfully: a highly touted 
nightclub. —n. [count] 3. one who touts. 

tow (td) /tow/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to pull or haul (a car, etc.) 
by a rope, chain, etc.: They towed my car to the garage. 
—n. [count] 2. an act or instance of towing. 3. some- 
thing towed. 4. something, as a boat or truck, that tows. 
5. ski tow. —Idiom. 6. in tow, a. Also, under tow. in 
the state of being towed: The ship returned to port in tow 
of a tugboat. b. under one’s guidance; in one’s charge: 
The teacher entered the museum with her class in tow. 
c. (following one) as a follower, admirer, or companion: 
The movie star walked down the street, autograph 
hounds in tow. 

to-ward (tord, térd, tword, tword) /tord, towrd, tword, 
twowrd/ prep. Also, to-wards/. 1. in the direction of: to 
walk toward the river. 2. with a view to having; for: 
They're saving money toward a new house. 3. in the area 
or vicinity of; near: They live a little way ont toward 
Northport. 4. turned to; facing: turned toward me. 5. 
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shortly before; close to: The mioon came out toward niid- 
night. 6. as a help or contribution to: to give mioney to- 
ward a person's expenses. 7. with respect to; as regards: 
What are your feelings toward gun control? 

tow-el (tou/sal, tout) /‘tawol, tawl/ s., v., -eled, -eling or 
(esp. Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —vr. [count] 1. a cloth or pa- 
per that absorbs tiquids, used for wiping and drying: Use 
a towel to dry your face. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to wipe or dry 
with a towel: She jumped out of the poot arid toweled 
her hair. 

tow-el-ing (tou’a ting, touting) /‘tawolin, ‘tawlin/ n. 
[noncournt)] a fabric of cotton or tinen, used for towels. 
Also, esp. Brit., tow/el-ling. 

tow-er (tou’ar) /‘tawor/ nu. (count) 1. a building higher 
than it is wide, either standing atone or forming part of a 
building: a television tower. 2. such a structure used as a 
stronghold, prison, etc. —v. [no obj] 3. to rise or extend 
far upward or above, as a tower: The mountains towered 
above ıs. 

tow-er-ing (tou’ar ing) /‘taworin/ adj. (before a noun) 
1. very high or tall; lofty: a towering oak. 2. surpassing 
others in size or greatness: a towering figure in history. 
3. rising to an extreme degree of violence or intensity: a 
towering rage. 

tow-head (to/hed’) /'tow,hed/ n. [count] 1. a head of 
very tight btond, almost white hair. 2. a person with such 
hair. —tow/-head/ed, adj. 

town (toun) /tawn/ n. 1. [count] a thickly poputated 
area, usually smalter than a city and larger than a village, 
having fixed boundaries and certain tocat powers of gov- 
ernment. 2. [ccunt] a densely populated area of great 
size. 3. [count] the inhabitants of a town: The town loves 
its high-schoot football team. 4. [noncount) the particu- 
lar town or city in mind or referred to: to be out of town. 
5. [noncount] the main business or shopping area in a 
town or city; downtown: We camie into town for the big 
sale. —adj. [before a nour) 6. of or relating to a town. 
—Idiom. 7. go to town, Inforniat. a. to accomplish 
something with great speed: They really went to town on 
that contracting job. b. to enjoy oneself in a fling or by 
spending money. 8. on the town, Informal. looking for 
entertainment in a city’s nightclubs, etc.; out to have a 
good time: The company took us out for a night on the 
town. 

town’ hall, n. [court] a buitding used for carrying on 
the town’s business. 

town’ house’ or town/house’, n. [count] 1. a house 
in the city, esp. a luxurious one. 2. one of a group of 
houses having the same design, usually joined by com- 
mon walls. 

towneship (toun/ship) /‘tawnfip/ n. [count] 1. a unit of 
local government, usually a smatter division of a county. 
2. (in South Africa) a segregated setttement for blacks to 
tive in, located outside a city or town: the township of So- 
weto. 

towns-peo-ple (tounz/pē/pal) /'tawnz,piypal/ n. [plural] 
1. the inhabitants or citizens of a town. 2. the peopte 
who were raised in a town or city. Atso called towns-folk 
(tounz/fOk/) /'tawnz,f owk/. 

tow-path (td/path’) /'tow,px0/ n. [court] a path atong 
the bank of a canat or river, for use in towing boats. 

-tox-, root. -tox- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “poison.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ANTITOXIN, DETOXIFY, INTOXICATED, INTOXICATION, TOXIC, 
TOXIN. 

tox:ic (tok/sik) /'toksik/ adj. 1. of or relating to a toxin 
or poison: a toxic condition. 2. having the effect of a poi- 
son: poisonous: a toxic drug. —tox-ic-i-ty (tok sisi tē) 
/tok'sisitiy/ n. (noncount) See -Tox-. 

tox-i-col-o-gy (tok/si kol’a jé) /,toksi'kolod3iy/ n. [non- 
count] the branch of medicine deating with the effects, 
antidotes, etc., of poisons. —tox/i-col/o-gist, n. [count] 
See -TOx-. 

toxin (tok/sin) /‘toksin/ n. [count] any poison produced 
by a living thing. See -Tox-. 

toy (toi) /toy/ n. 1. an object for chitdren to play with. 2. 
something smatter than usual, esp. in comparison with 
like Objects; esp. a dog of a breed or variety noted for 
smallness of size: Toys in dogs inchide Yorkshire terriers 
and Pomeranians. —adj. (before a noun) 3. made or de- 
signed for use as a toy: a toy gun. —v. [~ + with + obj) 
4. to play with something or firt with someone without 
serious purpose or intent: fo toy with one’s food; She's 
just toying with him. 5. to think about or consider: toying 
with the idea of buying a new computer. 

tr., an abbreviation of: 1. trace. 2. transitive. 3. trans- 
lated. 4. treasurer. 5. trustee. 


-trac-, root. -trac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “pull.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ABSTRACT, ATTRACT, ATTRACTION, CONTRACT, CONTRACTION, DE- 
TRACT, DISTRACT, DISTRACTION, EXTRACT, INTRACTABLE, PRO- 
TRACTED, PROTRACTOR, RETRACT, RETRACTION, SUBCONTRACT, 
SUBTRACT, TRACT, TRACTABLE, TRACTION, TRACTOR. 

trace (tras) /treys/ n., v., traced, trac-ing, —. [count] 
1. a mark, sign, or piece of evidence of the existence, in- 
fluence, or action of someone, something, or some 
event: Those Statues are the only traces of a once-great 
civilization. 2. a small amount or sign of some quality, 
characteristic, etc.: a trace of sadness in her smile. 3. an 
extremely smatt amount of some substance or part: a 
trace of copper in that alloy. 4. traces, [plural the series 
of footprints teft by an animal. 5. a tracing, drawing, or 
sketch of something. 6. a lightly drawn tine: the traces 
on the seisniograph when the last earthquake hit. —v. 
[~ + obj] 7. to follow the footprints, tracks, or traces of: 
The FBI traced the van back to the rental compantty. 8. to 
fottow (footprints, evidence, the history or course of 
something, etc.) 9. to find out or uncover by investigat- 
ing: to trace the cause of the disease. 10. to draw or 
copy (a tine, etc.), as by copying and following the lines 
of the originat on a piece of transparent paper placed 
over it: She traced the picture of the dog onto her note- 
book paper. —trace/a-ble, adj. —trac/’er, n. [count] 
See -TRAC-. 

trace’ element, v. [count] 1. any etement required in 
very small amounts for the proper functioning of the 
body. 2. a substance that occurs naturatty only in very 
small amounts in the earth’s crust. Also called trace’ 
min/eral. 

traecheea (trā/kē ə) /'treykiyə/ n. [count], pt -che-ae 
(-kē ē/) /-kiy,iy/ -che-eas. (in air-breathing animals with 
backbones) a tube from the back of the throat to the 
hings that serves as a passageway for air. —tra/che-al, 
adj. 

traceing (tra’sing) /‘treysin/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
a person or thing that traces. 2. [count] something pro- 
duced by tracing, esp. a copy of a drawing, map, etc., 
made by tracing on a sheet placed over the originat. 

track (trak) /træk/ n. 1. [count] a pair of parattel tines of 
rails on which a raitroad train, trolley, or the tike runs. 
See illustration at TERMINAL. 2. [count] evidence that 
something has passed: the tracks of my tears. 3. [count] 
Usually, tracks. [plural] marks teft by an animat, person, 
or vehicte: You can see the tracks where the deer crossed 
the stream. 4. [count] a path made by or as if by the feet 
of peopte or animals; trait: a track through the woods to 
the river. 5. [court] a tine of travel or of motion: The 
track of the spy satellite takes it over our airfield in just a 
few mornerits. 6. a. [count] a course taid out for running 
or racing: The schoot spent millions on a new track. b. 
[noncount) the group of sports performed on such a 
course, aS running or hurdting. 7. [court] a. one of the 
parattel recording surfaces extending atong the tength of 
a magnetic tape. b. BAND? (def. 5). c. material recorded 
on a track (def. 7a) that is combined with other parts of a 
musical recording to produce a final version. 8. [cont] 
one of a number of rings on the surface of a floppy disk 
atong which data are recorded. 9. tracks, [plural 
Slang. needle marks on the skin of a drug user, Caused 
by injections. 10. [count] a metal strip along which 
something, as a Curtain, can be mounted or moved. 11. 
[count] a program of study or the tevel of courses to 
which a student is assigned on the basis of skill or need; 
an academic course or path: the colege track. —v. [~ + 
obj] 12. to fotlow or pursue the track of: The dogs 
tracked the fox to its hole. 13. to leave footprints on: to 
track the floor witli muddy shoes. 14. to make a trait of 
footprints with (dirt, etc.): to track mud on the floor. 15. 
to fottow the course of (an aircraft, etc.), as by radar, etc.: 
The guuner tracked the incoming fighter. 16. to follow 
the course of progress of: We have beer tracking your 
progress. 17. track down, to pursue until caught or 
captured; follow: [~ + obj + down]: I promised to track 
Smith down and kilt hint [~ + down + obj). | promised 
to track down the traitor and kilt hint. —Idiom. 18. 
keep track, to remain aware; keep informed: [n0 obj): 
There are too many things to do; I can't keep track. [~ + 
of + obj): | can't keep track of all those eriptoyees. 19. 
lose track, to fail to keep informed or aware: [1/0 obj]: I 
keep losing track; are we ou page 1055 or 1056? [7 + 
of + obj): I tost track of how miany disks ny coniputer 
destroyed. 20. make tracks, Informat. to hurry. 21. off 
the track, departing from the subject under discussion: 
We're off the track again; we have to come back to the 
topic. 22. on the track of, in search or pursuit of; close 
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upon: The FBI is on the track of the gang. 23. the 
wrong (or right) side of the tracks, the unfashionable, 
or lower-status (or fashionable, or higher-status) part of a 
city: He was a boy from the wrong side of the tracks. 
—track/a-ble, adj. —track/er, n. [count] 

track’ light/ing, n. (noncount) an interior lighting sys- 
tem using spotlight light fixtures on an electrified track 
attached to the wall or ceiling. —track/ light’, n. [count] 

tract’ (trakt) /trakt/ n. [count] 1. an area of land, water, 
etc.; a stretch: a five-acre tract of land. 2. a definite re- 
gion or area of the body, esp. a system of parts or or- 
gans: the digestive tract. See -TRAC-. 

tract? (trakt) /trækt/ n. [count] a brief pamphlet, usually 
on a religious or political topic. 

trac-ta-ble (trak/ta bal) /'træktəbəl/ adj. easily managed 
or controlled; docile; yielding. —trac’ta-bly, adv. See 
-TRAC-. 

traction (trak’shan) /'trækfən/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
friction of a body that causes it to stick on some surface, 
as a tire on a road: Tliese tires provide good traction. 2. 
the action of pulling or drawing a body, vehicle, etc., 
along a surface. 3. the prolonged pulling of a muscle by 
weights, in order to correct dislocation, relieve pressure, 
etc. 4. the apparatus, typically comprising weights, pul- 
leys, etc., used for correcting dislocation, etc.: He was in 
traction for days. See -TRAC-. 

trac-tor (trak/tar) /‘triektor/ n. [count] 1. a powerful 
motor-driven vehicle with large, heavy treads, used for 
pulling farm machinery, etc. 2. a short truck with a driv- 
ers cab but no body, designed for hauling a trailer or 
semitrailer. 3. something used for drawing or pulling. 
See -TRAC-. 

trade (trad) /treyd/ n., v., trad-ed, trad-ing, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount] the act or process of buying, selling, or ex- 
changing goods: dornestic trade; foreign trade. 2. 
[count] a purchase or sale; a business deal. 3. [count] 
an exchange of iterns, usually without payment of money; 
a swap: The boys made a trade of a bag of marbles for a 
kite. 4. an occupation that is one’s business or liveli- 
hood: [count]: He's in the tourist trade. [noncount; by + 
~]: She's a carpenter by trade. 5. [count] skilled manual 
or mechanical work; Craft: the carpenter trade. 6. [count] 
market: an increase in the tourist trade. 7. trades, [plu- 
ral] TRADE WIND. —v. 8. to buy and sell; carry on trade or 
commerce in or with: [no obj): to trade in silver and 
gold. (~ + obj): They trade silver and gold. 9. to ex- 
change: [~ + obj (+ for + obj)): | traded my dessert for 
his. [~ + obj + obj + for + obj): I'll trade you my des- 
sert for yours. [no obj; (~ + for + obj)): lIl trade for it. 
10. [~ + in + obj) to use (Someone or something) to 
one’s advantage, esp. immorally or illegally: The mob 
trades in terror and extortion. 11. trade in, to give (a 
used article) as payment toward a purchase of something 
new: [~ + in + obj): to trade in one’s old car for a down 
payment on a new one. [~ + obj + in]: to trade your 
old car in and get a new one. 12. trade on or upon, [~ 
+ on + obj) to turn to one’s advantage, esp. unfairly; 
exploit: fo trade on the weaknesses of others. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 13. of or relating to trade or commerce: 
trade negotiations. 14. of or relating to a particular 
trade: reading all the trade journals for tips. 15. Also, 
trades. of or relating to the members of a trade: a trade 
club. 

trade/-in’, rı. [count] 1. goods given in usually partial 
payment of a purchase: We used our old car as a trade-in 
for the new one. 2. a business deal involving a trade-in. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. of or relating to such a business 
deal: the trade-in price. 

trade-mark (trad/mark’) /‘treyd,mark/ n. [count] 1. a 
name, symbol, etc., adopted by a manufacturer to sepa- 
rate their products from others: A trademark must be 
registered with a government patent office. 2. a special 
mark or feature particular to or identified with a certain 
person or thing: You see where the carpenter engraved 
his initials; that's his trademark. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to reg- 
ister the trademark of: to trademark the name of his 
product. 

trade’ name’, 1. [count] 1. a name used in a trade to 
name a business, service, or particular class of goods. 2. 
a brand name. 

trade’-off’ or trade/off’, r. [count] the exchange of 
one thing for another of equal value, esp. to achieve a 
compromise: The trade-off for more room in a car is 
usually lower gas mileage. 

trad-er (tra/dar) /‘treydor/ n. [courit} 1. one who trades; 
a merchant. 2. a ship used in trade, esp. foreign trade. 
trades-man or -womean (trad /mən) or (-wddm/an) 
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/treyd'mon/ or /-,womon/ n. [count], pl. -men or -wo 
men. 1. one who works in trade. 2. a worker skilled in a 
particular craft; artisan. 3. Chiefly Brit. a shopkeeper. 

trade’ un/ion, n. [count] a labor union in a particular 
trade or craft. 

trade’ wind’ (wind) /wind/ n. [count] Often, trade 
winds. [plural] a nearly constant easterly wind that ap- 
pears in most of the tropics and subtropics throughout 
the world. 

traedi-tion (tra dish’an) /tro'difon/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
handing down of statements, beliefs, etc., esp. by word 
of mouth or by practice: tn Jewish tradition, learning is 
highly valued. 2. [count] something handed down in this 
way: the traditions of the Eskimos. 3. [noncount] a long- 
established way of thinking or acting: a break with tradi- 
tion. —tra-di/tion-al, adj.: wearing traditional dress. 
—tra-di/tion-al-ly, adv. 

tra-duce (tra dads’, -dydds/) /tra'duws, -'dyuws/ v. [~ + 
obj), -duced, -duc-ing. to speak falsely of, as by saying 
untrue things about; stander; defame. See -puc-. 

traf-fic (trafik) /‘trafik/ n., v., -ficked, -fick-ing. —n. 
(noncount] 1. the movement of vehicles, ships, etc., in an 
area or over a route: a report on the traffic and weather. 
2. the vehicles, persons, etc., moving in an area or over 
a route: heavy traffic. 3. trade; buying and Selling; com- 
merce: the traffic in illegal drugs. 4. the total amount of 
freight, passengers, messages, etc., handled in a given 
period: Can those outdated telephone systems handle 
the increased traffic from cellular phones? 5. communi- 
cation between persons or groups: traffic in ideas. —v. 
(no obj) 6. to carry on trade or commerce. 7. to trade in 
a commodity or service, often of an illegal nature: to traf 
fic in opium. —traf/fick-er, n. [count] 

traf/fic cir’cle, n. [count] a circle built where two or 
more roads meet, in order to allow easier passage of ve- 
hicles from one road to another. Also called rotary; Brit., 
roundabout. 

traf/fic light’, n. [count] a set of signal lights used to 
direct traffic at intersections. See illustration at STREET. 
Also called stoplight, traf/fic sig/nal. 

tra-ge-di-an (tra jē/dē an) /tro'd3iydiyon/ n. [count] 1. 
an actor noted for performing tragic roles. 2. a writer of 
tragedy. 

trag-e-dy (traj/i dé) /‘trad3idiy/ n., pl. -dies. 1. [count] 
a terrible or fatal event or affair; disaster: a family trag- 
edy. 2. [count] a play dealing with such affairs or events: 
Shakespeare's tragedies. 3. [noncount] the branch of the 
drama concerned with this form of composition. 

trag-ic (trajfik) /træd3ık/ also trag/i-cal, adj. 1. 
dreadful, disastrous, or fatal: a tragic accident. 2. of or 
relating to (a) tragedy: the tragic news of the assassina- 
tion. —trag/i-calely, adv. 

trag-i-com-e-dy (traj/i kom/i dé) /,trad3i'komidiy/ n. 
(count), pl. -dies. 1. a play that combines both tragedy 
and comedy. 2. an incident of mixed tragic and comic 
character. —tragsiscomeic (traj/i komik) /,traed3i'komik/ 
adj. 

trail (tral) /treyl/ v. 1. to (cause to) be dragged along the 
ground; (cause to) be drawn behind: [~ + obj]: She 
trailed lier little toy wagon along behind her. (no obj): 
Her bridal gown trailed across the floor. 2. [~ + obj] to 
follow the track, trail, or scent of; track: The agents 
trailed him to a cabin in the woods. 3.[~ + obj] to fol- 
low (another), as in a race: For most of the race he 
trailed the front-runners. 4. [no obj; ~ + off] to change 
gradually from a course, so as to become weak, etc.: Her 
voice trailed off into silence. 5. [no obj) (of a plant) to 
grow along the ground rather than taking root: a trailing 
plant. —n. [count] 6. a path made in overgrown land ar- 
eas by the passing of people or animals: They followed 
the trail through the woods. 7. the track or scent left by 
an animal, person, or thing: The police lost the trail of 
the killer. 8. something that is trailed or that trails be- 
hind, as the train of a skirt or robe. 

trail-blaz-er (tral/bla/zar) /‘treyl,bleyzor/ n. [count] 1. 
one who marks a trail for others to follow through wilder- 
ness; a pathfinder. 2. one who is the first to study, ex- 
plore, or do something in a particular field; a pioneer. 

trailer (tra/lar) /‘treylor/ n. [count] 1. a large van or 
wagon pulled by an automobile, truck, or tractor, used 
esp. in hauling freight by road. 2. a wheeled vehicle at- 
tached to and pulled by an automobile and used as a 
mobile home: They have a trailer upstate where they go 
on the weekerids. 

train (tran) /treyn/ n. 1. a connected group of railroad 
cars: [count]: a loug freight train of about 100 cars. [nori- 
count; by + ~]: only travels by train or bus. See illustra- 
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tion at TERMINAL. 2. [count] a line or procession of per- 
sons, vehicles, etc. 3. [count] something drawn along, as 
a part of a long dress that trails behind on the ground: 
the bride's white dress and long train. 4. [count] a 
course or path in one’s thinking or reasoning: Fve lost 
my train of thought. —v. 5. to develop the habits, 
thoughts, or behavior of (a child) by teaching or disci- 
pline: [~ + obj + to + verb): to train him to be kind to 
animals. [~ + obj]: to train her in the ways of the 
church. 6. to (cause to) become skilled in some work by 
teaching or practice: [~ + obj]: Merlin trained her in the 
arts of sorcery. [~ + obj + to + verb): His father trained 
him to fix cars. (no obj): She trained as an apprentice. 7. 
to (cause to) become fit by proper exercise, diet, etc., as 
for an athletic performance: [~ + obj): trained him in 
boxing. [no obj): trained for the race by running twenty 
miles a day. 8. [~ + obj] to discipline (an animal), as in 
the performance of tasks or tricks: [~ + obj]: She 
trained her dog. [~ + obj + to + verb): She trained her 
dog to obey commands. 9. [~ + obj] to bring (a plant, 
etc.) into a particular shape or direction, by bending, cut- 
ting, etc. 10. [~ + obj] to bring (a gun, a camera, etc.) 
to focus on an object: Six guns were trained on him, so 
he dropped his weapon. 11. [no obj] to travel or go by 
train. —train’a-ble, adj. 

train-ee (tra né/) /trey'niy/ n. (count), pl. -ees. a person 
in training for some job, skill, etc.: He was angry that the 
company had hired a new trainee to do his work. 

train-er (trā/nər) /treynor/ n. [count] 1. one who 
coaches others, as in sports: a boxing trainer. 2. one 
who trains animals. 

train-ing (tra/ning) /‘treynin/ n. [noncount] 1. the act of 
someone who trains; the state of being trained: He re- 
ceived no formal training in the new technology. He's in 
training for the big match. 2. the condition of having 
been trained, with reference to how well or badly one has 
been trained: He's out of training. 

traipse (traps) /trcyps/ v., traipsed, traips-ing, n. —v. 
1. to walk idly or without finding or reaching one’s goal: 
[no obj): to go traipsing atong, expecting everything to 
turn out perfectly. [~ + obj): to traipse the fields. —n. 
(count) 2. a tiring walk. 

trait (trat) /treyt/ n. [count] 1. a quality, esp. of one’s 
personal nature, that sets one apart from others: his bad 
character traits. 2. an inherited feature or characteristic: 
a recessive trait. 

trai-tor (tra/tar) /'treytər/ n. [count] one who betrays. 
—trai/tor-ous, adj. 

tra-jec-ta-ry (tra jek/ta rē) /tra'd3ektoriy/ n. [count], pl. 
-ries. a curve that describes the path of a bullet, shell, 
etc., in its flight. See -Jec-. 

tram (tram) /trem/ n. [count] 1. Brit. a streetcar. 2. a 
truck or car on rails, esp. one that travels on an overhead 
cable, as to convey skiers at a ski lodge. 

tramemel (tram/al) /'træməl/ n., v., -meled, -mel-ing or 
(esp. Brit.) -melled, -mel-ling. —n. [count] 1. Usually, 
trammels. [plura anything that hinders; a restraint. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to restrain or hold back. 

tramp (tramp) /tremp/ v. 1. to watk with a firm, heavy 
step (on or through); march; trudge: [no obj]: soldiers 
tramping through the streets. [~ + obj): to tramp the 
streets. 2. [no obj] to walk steadily: He tramped through 
the streets looking for a job. —n. [count] 3. [usually sin- 
gular) the act of tramping: the tramp of the soldiers. 4. 
one who travels about on foot, living on occasional jobs 
or gifts of money or food. 5. a woman regarded as be- 
having immorally, esp. a prostitute. 6. a freight vessel 
that does not run regularly between fixed ports. 
—tramp/er, n. [count] 

tram-ple (tram/pəl) /‘trampol/ v., -pled, -pling, n. —v. 
1. to step heavily or carelessly on (something): [~ + 
obj): The cowboy was nearly trampled in the stampede. 
[no obj]: Don't trample on the grass. 2. [no obj) to con- 
trol (another) harshly; crush: claimed that the police 
trampled on their rights to free assembly. —n. [count] 3. 
the act or sound of trampling. —tram/pler, n. [count] 

tram-poeline (tram/pa lén’, tram/pa lēn/, -lin) /,træm- 
po'liyn, 'trampa,liyn, -lin/ n. [count] a sheet, usually of 
canvas, attached by springs to a horizontal frame several 
feet above the floor, used as a springboard in tumbling. 

trance (trans) /trans/ n. [count] 1. a state of altered 
consciousness between sleeping and waking, in which a 
person does not function freely or normally, esp. a State 
produced by hypnosis: The music was so powerful that it 
put him into something like a trance. 2. a dazed or be- 
wildered condition: He's walking around in a trance and 
doesn't know what he’s doing. 
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tran-quil (trang’kwil) /‘trankwil/ adj. 1. free from com- 
motion; quiet; calm: a tranquil village. 2. not affected by 
disturbing emotions; serene; placid: a tranquil life. 
—tran-quil-litty,  tran-quileitty (trang kwil/i te 
Itræp'kwihtiy/ n. [(noncount) —tran/quilly, adv. 

tran-quil-ize or tran-quil-lize (trang/kwə liz’) /‘trank- 
wo,layz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized or -lized, -izeing or -liz-ing. 
to make tranquil, as by giving a drug to: The veterinarian 
tranquilized the dog with an injection. 

tran-quil-iz-er or tran-quil-liz-er (trang’kwa_ li/zar) 
/trankwo,layzar/ n. [count] a person or thing that tran- 
quilizes, esp. a drug that has a mildly calming effect. 

trans-, prefix. 1. trans- comes from Latin, and is at- 
tached to verb roots that refer to movement or carrying 
from one place to another; it means “across; through”: 
transfer; transmit; transplant. 2. trans- is also used to 
mean “complete change”: transform; transmute. 3. 
trans- is also attached to roots to make adjectives that 
mean “crossing, going beyond, on the other side of (the 
place or thing named)”: transnational; trans-Siberian. 

trans., an abbreviation of: 1. transfer. 2. transit. 3. 
transitive. 4. translation. 5. transportation. 

trans-act (tran sakt/, -zakt/) /træn'sækt, -'zakt/ v. [~ + 
obj] to conduct (some business, etc.) to a settlement: to 
transact a business deal before lunch. —trans-ac/tor, n. 
[count] See -act-. 

trans-ac-tion (tran sak/shan, -zak/-) /tran'sakfon, 
-'zuvk-/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or process of transact- 
ing; the fact of being transacted. 2. [count] something 
transacted, esp. a business agreement. —trans-ac/tion- 
al-ly, adv. See -act-. 

trans-at-lan-tic (trans/əat lan/’tik, tranz/-) /,trans- 
at'laentik, ,tranz-/ adj. crossing or reaching across the 
Atlantic: a transatlantic liner. 

trans-ceiv-er (tran sé/var) /tran'siyvor/ n. [count] a ra- 
dio transmitter and receiver combined in one unit. See 
-CEIVE-, 

tran-scend (tran send’) /tran'send/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
go beyond the ordinary limits of; exceed: That strange 
tale about men from Mars transcends belief. 2. to do 
better than or exceed in excellence, extent, etc.; excel: 
Her beauty transcended all others’. —tran-scend/ence, 
n. [noncount]) —tran-scend/ent, adj. See -SCEND-. 

tranescen-den-tal (tran’sen den/tl, -san-) /,trans- 
en'dentl, -son-/ adj. being beyond ordinary experience, 
thought, or belief. —tran’scen-den/tal-ly, adv. 

transcenden/tal medita/’tion, n. [noncouné| a tech- 
nique, based on Hindu practices, for seeking serenity 
through regular meditation centered upon the repetition 
of a mantra. 

trans-con-ti-nen-tal (trans’/kon tn en/tl) /,transkon- 
tn'entl/ adj. passing or extending across a continent: a 
transcontinental railroad. See -TEN-. 

tranescribe (tran skrib’) /tran'skrayb/ v. [~ + obj], 
-scribed, -scrib-ing. 1. to make a written or printed 
copy of (spoken material): to transcribe a lecture. 2. to 
write out in another language or alphabet; translate. 3. 
to make a recording of (a program, etc.) for broadcast- 
ing. 4. to make a musical transcription of. —tran- 
scrib/er, n. [count] See -Scris-. 

tran-script (tran’skript) /‘trenskript/ n. [count] 1. a 
written or printed copy; something made by transcribing: 
A transcript of the President's speech was handed out to 
the reporters. 2. an official school report on the record of 
a student, listing subjects studied, grades received, etc. 
See -SCRIB-. 

tran-scrip-tion (tran skrip’shan) /tren'skripfon/ n. 1. 
[noncounet] the act or process of transcribing. 2. [count] 
something transcribed. 3. [count] a transcript. 4. [count 
the arrangement of a musical composition for a voice or 
instrument other than that for which it was written. See 
-SCRIB-. 

trans-duc-er (trans dd0/sar, -dydo/-, tranz-) /træns- 
‘duwsor, -'dyuw-, tranz-/ n. [count] a device, as a mi- 
crophone, that converts a signal from one form of energy 
to another. See -ouc-. 

tran-sect (tran sekt/) /tren'sekt/ v. [~ + obj] to cut 
across; to divide by cutting across. See -SeEcT-. 

trans-fer (v. trans fur’, trans/fər; n. transfer) / v. træns- 
‘far, 'trænsfər; n. 'trænsfor/ v., -ferred, -fer-ring, n. —v. 
1. [~ + obj] to move, bring, or remove from one place, 
person, or position to another: transferred the load of 
laundry from one arm to the other, 2. to cause to pass 
(thought, power, etc.) from one person to another: [~ + 
obj): On the death of the king, power was transferred to 
the regent. [no obj): Power then transferred to the king. 
3. to (cause one to) be removed or moved from one 
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place, position, or job to another: [~ + obj]: The com- 
pany transferred him to Singapore. [no obj). He trans- 
ferred to another company. 4. [~ + obj] Law. to give 
over the possession or control of (property): to transfer a 
title to land. 5. [~ + obj) to imprint (a drawing, etc.) 
from one surface to another: She transferred the design 
to a T-shirt. 6. [no obj] to withdraw from one school, 
etc., and enter another: She transferred from Harvard to 
Yale. 7. [no obj) to change from one bus, etc., to an- 
other: We transferred to the Blue Line, which went to the 
airport. —n. 8. [count] a means or system of transfer- 
ring. 9. [noncount) the fact of being transferred. 10. 
[count] a place for transferring. 11. [count] a ticket that 
allows a passenger to continue a journey on another bus, 
train, or the like: She got on the bus and handed the 
driver her transfer. 12. [count] a drawing, design, etc., 
that is or may be transferred from one surface to an- 
other, usually by direct contact. 13. [count] one who has 
transferred, as trom one college to another. —trans- 
fer’a-ble, adj. —trans-fer’al, trans-fer/ral, n. [connt] 
See -FER-. 
trans-fig-ure (trans fig’yar) /trans'figyar/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ured, -ureing. to change in outward form or appear- 
ance: Their faces were transfigured. —trans-fig-urra- 
tion (trans/fig ya ra’shan) /,transfigya'reyfan/ n. Lnon- 
count) 
trans-fix (trans fiks’) /irens'fiks/ v. [~ + obj], -fixed or 
-fixt, -fix-ing. 1. to paralyze (Someone) because of 
amazement, terror, etc.: stood transfixed with horror. 2. 
to pierce through with or as if with a pointed weapon: 
transfixed by an arrow. See -FIx-. 
trans-form (v. trans form’; n. trans/form) / v. træns- 
'form; n. 'trænsform/ v. [~ + obj (+ intoto + obj)) 1. 
to change in form: transformed his drab office into a 
cheery workspace. 2. to change in condition or charac- 
ter; convert: to transform: sunlight into electrical power. 
3. to change into another substance; transmute: The an- 
cient alchemists sought ways to transform lead into gold. 
4. to change (voltage and current) by an electrical trans- 
former. —n. [count] 5. a mathematical number obtained 
from a given quantity by mathematical process. —trans- 
forsmastion (trans/far ma/’shan) /,trensfor'meyJfon/ n. 
(count): After just a few weeks of exercise the transtorma- 
tion in his health was remarkable. [noncount): transfor- 
mation of solar power to electrical power. See -FORM-. 
trans-form-er (trans for/mar) /træns'formər/ n. [count] 
1. a person or thing that transforms. 2. a device that 
transfers electrical energy from one circuit to another: 
When you visit Europe from the U.S., you may need a 
transformer for your electrical appliances. See -FORM-. 
trans-fusion (trans fydo/zhan) /trens'fyuw3on/ n. 
[count] 1. a medical process of transferring blood by in- 
jecting it into an artery or vein of a patient who has lost 
it: gave the accident victim a blood transfirsion. 2. a 
transfer of anything important or vital to the well-being, 
success, etc., of something: a quick transfusion of cash 
to the sinking company. See -FUS-. 
trans-gress (trans gres’, tranz-) /trans'gres, tranz-/ v. 
1. to go beyond (a limit, etc.): transgressed the bounds 
of good sense. 2. to go beyond the limits imposed by (a 
law, etc.); violate; infringe: [no obf): to have transgressed 
against God and nature. [~ + obj): to have transgressed 
the laws of God and nature. —trans-gres-sion (trans- 
gresh/an, tranz-) /trans'grefon, trænz-/ n. (count): pun- 
ished for his transgressions. [noncount): transgression of 
common sense. —trans-gres’sor, n. [count] See 
-GRESS-. 
tran-sient (tran’shant, -zhant, -zé ant) /trenfont, -3ənt, 
-z1yant/ adj. 1. not lasting; not permanent; transitory: a 
transient illness. 2. staying only a short time and passing 
through: transient quests at a hotel. —n. [count] 3. a 
person or thing that is transient: Transients for Flight 806 
will wait in Concourse C. 4. a sudden pulse of voltage or 
current. —tran/’sience, tran/’sien-cy, n. [noncount] 
tran/sientely, adv. 
tran-sis-tor (tran zis/tar) /trien'zistor/ n. [count] 1. a 
small, solid device used in certain electronic products: A 
transistor Cousists of a semiconductor with three or more 
electrodes and uses very little power. 2. Also called 
transis’tor ra/dio. a small radio with transistors as main 
parts. 
tran-sit (tran/sit, -zit) /'trænsit, -zit/ r. [roncount) 1. 
passage from one place to another; transportation: The 
airline advised thet our clothes were still in transit. 2. a 
system of public transportation, esp. in an urban area: 
mass transit. —v. [110 obj] 3. to make a transit. 
tran-si-tion (tran zish’an, -sist¥-) /tren'zifon, -'sif-/ n. 
1. (noncount) movement, passage, or change from one 


position, state, stage, etc., to another: The company is 
still in transition from one boss to another. 2. [count] a 
period during which such change takes place: A transi- 
tion like this one could take weeks. 3. [count] a sen- 
tence, paragraph, etc., that links one scene or topic to 
another: Use transition words to signal to your reader 
that you are connecting ideas. —v. [no obj] 4. to make a 
transition. —tran-si/tion-al, adj.: a transitional manager 
until a new one could be hired. 

tran-si-tive (tran/si tiv, -zi-) /‘trensitiv, -zi-/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to a verb that takes a direct object and from 
which a passive can be formed: The verbs deny, put, and 
elect are transitive verbs. —n. [count] 2. a transitive verb. 
—tran/si-tive-ly, adv. —tran/si-tive-ness, tran-si-tiv- 
ity (tran/si tiv/i tē, -zi-) /transt'tivitiy, -zi-/ n. (non- 
count) 

tran-si-toery (tran’si tôr/ē, -tōr/ē, -zi-) /‘transi,toriy, 
-towriy, -z1-/ adj. not lasting long; not permanent; brief: 
a transitory iliness. 

transl., an abbreviation of: translation. 

trans-late (trans lat’, tranz-, trans/lat, tranz/-) /træns- 
'leyt, trænz-, 'trænsleyt, 'trænz-/ v., -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1. 
to make a translation: [~ + obj): to translate his 
speeches into Arabic. [no obj): so busy trying to translate 
that | wasn't even thinking of the speech itself. 2. [~ + 
obj) to change the form, condition, or nature of; trans- 
form: to translate thought into action. 3. [~ + obj) to ex- 
plain in terns that can be more easily understood; inter- 
pret. 4. [no obj] to be able to be translated: This word 
simply doesn't translate well into English. —trans-la/tor, 
n. [count] See -tat!-. 

trans-la-tion (trans la’shan, tranz-) /traens'leyfon, 
trænz-/ n. 1. [noncount) the conversion of one language 
into another: the limitations of translation by machines. 
2. [count] the words, phrases, sentences, etc., translated: 
an English translation of the Hebrew Bible. 3. [count] a 
rendition of a printed text, speech, etc., into words that 
can be more easily or more directly understood: “Trans- 
lation: He's not interested.” 4. [noncount) a change or 
conversion into some other form: the swift translation of 
thought to action. See -Lat'-. 

trans-lit-er-ate (trans lit/a rat’, tranz-) /trens'lito,reyt, 
trenz-/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at-ing. to change (letters, 
words, etc.) into corresponding characters of another al- 
phabet. —trans-Jit-er-a-tion (trans lita ra’shan, tranz-) 
/treens,lito'reyfon, tranz-/ n. (noncount) See -ur-. 

trans-lu-cent (trans 160’sant, tranz-) /traens'luwsoant, 
trænz-/ adj. permitting light to pass through but not al- 
lowing the objects on the opposite side to be clearly visi- 
ble: Frosted window glass is translucent, —trans-lu/- 
cence, n. (voncount] See -Luc-. 

trans-mi-grate (trans mi/grat, tranz-) /trans'maygreyt, 
trænz-/ v., -grat-ed, -grat-ing. (of the soul) to be reborn 
after death in another body. —trans/mi-gra/tion, n. 
(noncount) See -MIGR-. 

trans-mis-sion (trans mish’an, tranz-) /trans'mifon, 
trænz-/ n. 1. [noncount] the act or process of transmit- 
ting; the fact of being transmitted: transmission of radio 
signals. 2. [count] something transmitted: Our transmis- 
sions aren't getting through. 3. a unit of gears for trans- 
ferring changes of torque and speed in an automobile: 
[noncount): This car has automatic transmission. (count): 
They replaced our transmission. See -mis-. 

transemit (trans mit’, tranz-) /trens'mit, trænz-/ v., 
-mit-ted, -mit-ting. 1. to send (a signal, etc.) to some- 
one receiving, or to a destination; dispatch: [~ + obj): 
Transmit tis message at once! [no obj): The submarine 
was transmitting, but there was no one to receive the sig- 
nal. 2. [~ + obj] to communicate, as information or 
news. 3. [~ + obj] to spread (disease, etc.) to another: 
to transmit AIDS. 4. [~ + obj] to cause or allow (light, 
heat, etc.) to pass through a medium: Glass transmits 
light. —trans-misesi-ble (trans mis/a bal, tranz-) /træns- 
'misobal, tranz-/ trans-mit/ta-ble, adj. —trans-mit/tal, 
trans-mit/tance, n. [noncount) See -mit-. 

trans-mit-ter (trans mit/ar, tranz-) /trans'mitor, tranz-/ 
n. [count] a person or thing that transmits. See -miT-. 

trans-mute (trans myoot/, tranz-) /trens'myuwt, tranz-/ 
v. [~ + obj (+ into + obj), -mut-ed, -mut-ing. to 
change from one nature or condition into another; trans- 
torm: trying to transmuite lead into gold. —trans«mut/a- 
ble, adj. —trans-mu-ta-tion (trans’/myoo  ta/shan, 
tranz/-) /trensmyuw'teyfon, ,traenz-/ n. [noncount] See 
-MUT-. 

trans-na-tioneal (trans nash/a nl, tranz-) /træns'næfonl, 
trænz-/ adj. 1. going beyond national boundaries or 
interests: transnational attempts to clean up the environ- 
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ment. 2. of or relating to several countries; multinational. 
—n. [count] 3. a transnational company or organization. 
See -NAT-. 

trans-o-ce-an-ic (trans’6 shé an/ik, tranz/-) /,transow- 
siy'enik, ,traenz-/ adj. extending across the ocean: a 
transoceanic cable. 

tranesom (tran’sam) /'trænsəm/ n. [count] 1. a cross- 
piece separating a door or window from a window above 
it. 2. a window above such a crosspiece. 

trans-par-en-cy (trans parfen si, -par/-) /trans- 
‘peoaransay, -'pær-/ n., pl. -cies. 1. [moncount] the state 
of being transparent. 2. [count] something transparent: 
The art teacher projected some transparencies on the 
wall. 

trans-par-ent (trans par/ant, -par’-) /trans'peorant, 
-'pær-/ adj. 1. allowing light to pass through its sub- 
stance so that bodies situated behind can be clearly 
seen. 2. so light or sheer as to permit light to pass 
through: a transparent blouse. 3. easily seen through, 
recognized, or detected: a transparent lie. 4. easily un- 
derstood; obvious: a story with a transparent plot. 
—trans-par/ent-ly, adv.: Things were transparently obvi- 
ous at that point. 

tran-spire (tran spi°r/) /tran'spay®r/ v., -spired, -spir- 
ing. 1. (no obj] to occur; happen; take place: What tran- 
spired next is not known exactly. 2. [It + ~ + that 
clause] to be revealed or become known: /t transpired 
that she had beer seeing another man. 3. [no obj] to 
emit waste matter, etc., through the surface, as of leaves 
or the body. —tran-spiera-tion (tran’/spa ra/shan) 
/trenspa'reyfan/ n. (noncount] See -spir-. 

trans-plant (v. trans plant’ n. trans/plant’) / v. trans- 
‘plent n. ‘trans, plænt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to remove (a 
plant) from one place and plant it in another. 2. to trans- 
fer (an organ, etc.) from one part of the body to another 
or from one person or animal to another: to transplant a 
human heart. 3. to move or bring from one place to an- 
other for settlement; relocate: The Army transplanted 
him and his family every few years. —n. [count] 4. the 
act or process of transplanting: a successful transplant. 
5. a transplanted plant, organ, etc. —trans-plan-ta-tion 
(trans/plan ta’shen) /,trensplaen'teyfan/ n. Cnoncount] 
—trans-plant/er, n. [count] 

tran-spon-der (tran spon/dar) /tran'spondar/ n. [count] 
a device that automatically transmits a radio signal upon 
receiving a certain Signal. See -SPOND-. 

trans-port (v. trans port’, -port’; n. trans/port, -pOrt) 
/ v. trans'port, -'powrt; n. ‘transport, -powrt/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to carry or convey from one place to another: fo 
transport food from the countryside to the cities. 2. to 
carry away by strong emotion or dreams; enrapture: He 
was transported while reading that novel. 3. to send into 
a faraway land, esp. to a penal colony, as punishment. 
—n. [noncount] 4. the act of transporting; transportation: 
the days of really cheap air transport. 5. a means of 
transporting, as a truck, ship, or plane: military transport 
by helicopters. —trans-port/er, n. [count] See -PORT-. 

trans-por-ta-tion (trans/pər tā/shən) /,transpor'teyfon/ 
n. [noncount) 1. the act of transporting; the state of be- 
ing transported. 2. the means of transporting; transport: 
Toronto's excellent system of transportation. 3. the busi- 
ness of conveying people, goods, etc. 4. fare or tickets 
for transport or travel: Transportation is not cheap in ma- 
jor American cities. See -PORT-. 

trans-pose (trans p6z/) /trans'powz/ v., -posed, -pos- 
ing. 1. [~ + obj] to change or reverse the relative posi- 
tion of; interchange: to transpose the third and fourth 
letters of a word. 2. to write or perform (a musical com- 
position) in a different key: [~ + obj]: to transpose the 
song so she could sing it more easily. [no obj): He could 
transpose at sight. —trans-po-si-tion (trans/pa zish/an) 
/trenspa'zifan/ n. (count): transpositions of letters to 
make up a code. [noncount): the use of transposition in 
building a code. See -Pos-. 

trans-sex-ueal (trans sek/shoo al) /træns'sekfuwəl/ n. 
[count] 1. one who desires to assume the physical char- 
acteristics and gender role of the opposite sex. 2. one 
who has undergone a medical operation and taken hor- 
mones to achieve this purpose. —adj. 3. of or relating to 
transsexuals. —trans-sex/ueal-ism, n. (noncount] 
tran-sub-stan-ti-a-tion (tran’sab stan’shé = a/shan) 
/ transab,stanfiy'eysan/ n. [noncount] 1. the changing 
of one substance into another. 2. (in the Eucharist) the 
conversion of the bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Jesus. See -STAN-. 

transverse (trans virs’, tranz-; trans/vůrs, tranz/-) 
/trens'v3rs, tranz-; 'transvars, 'tranz-/ adj. 1. extending 
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in a crosswise direction: a transverse beam. —n. [count] 
2. something transverse. —trans-verse/ly, adv. See 
-VERT-. 

trans-ves-tite (trans ves/tit, tranz-) /trans'vestayt, 
trænz-/ n. [count] a person, esp. a man, who assumes 
the dress and manner of the opposite sex. —trans-ves/- 
tism, n. (noncount] 

trap (trap) /trep/ n., v., trapped, trap-ping. —n. [count] 
1. an apparatus for catching birds or other animals: sev- 
eral traps to catch mice. 2. a trick for catching a person 
by surprise: When the thief tried to sell the stolen goods 
to the undercover detective, he fell right into the trap. 3. 
an unpleasant situation from which it is difficult to es- 
cape: He was caught in a trap no matter what he said. 4. 
a device for removing unwanted substances from a mov- 
ing fluid, etc. 5. Slang. mouth: Keep your trap shut. —v. 
6. to catch in or as if in a trap: [~ + obj): to trap beavers 
for their fur. [no obj): They hunted and trapped for sev- 
eral years. 7. [~ + obj] to catch by a trick: The police 
trapped the killer. 8. [~ + obj] to close in or confine by 
or as if by a trap: When the boat tipped over he was 
trapped underwater. —trap/per, n. (count) 

trap-door (trap’dor’, -dōr/) /'trap'dor, -'dowr/ n. 
[count] 1. a door evenly lined up with the surface of a 
floor, ceiling, or roof. 2. the opening that it covers. 

trapeze (tra péz’, tra-) /tra'piyz, tra-/ n. [count] an 
apparatus used in gymnastics and acrobatics, consisting 
of a short horizontal bar attached to the ends of two 
ropes, on which a gymnast or acrobat swings. 

trap-e-zoid (trap’a zoid’) /'trapa,zoyd/ n. [count] a 
four-sided figure having two sides that are parallel and 
two sides that are not parallel. —trap/e-zoi/dal, adj. 

trap-pings (trap’ingz) /‘trepinz/ n. [plura 1. articles 
of equipment or dress: the trappings of her royal posi- 
tion. 2. conventional forms or symbols, esp. when lack- 
ing true substance: They had all the trappings of democ- 
racy — elections and ballots—but none of the realities. 

trap-shoot-ing (trap’shdo/ting) /‘traepfuwtin/ n. [non- 
count] the sport of shooting at clay pigeons hurled into 
the air from a trap. Compare skeet. —trap/shoot/er, n. 
(count) 

trash (trash) /træf/ n. [noncount] 1. anything worthless 
or thrown away; rubbish: The town collects trash on 
Wednesdays. 2. foolish ideas or talk; nonsense. 3. a 
worthless person or persons: the sort of trash who would 
steal candy from a baby. 4. poor or inferior writing, art, 
or music. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to destroy or vandalize, as in 
anger or protest: on a rampage trashing the downtown 
shopping area. 6. to criticize or declare to be worthless: 
The critics trashed all of this week's new movies. 7. In- 
formal. to discard, as garbage or rubbish: trashed the 
empty beer cans. 

trash’ can’, n. [count] a container for the disposal of 
dry waste matter. See illustration at TERMINAL. 

trashy (trash/’é) /'træfiy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. of poor or 
very low quality; worthless: trashy books. 

trausma (trou’ms, trô/-) /‘trawma, 'tro-/ n, pl. -mas, 
-mata (-mə tə) /-moto/. 1. a. [count] a wound to the 
body produced by physical injury, as from an attack: mul- 
tiple traumas. b. [noncount) the condition produced by 
this: Check for signs of trauma on the victim. 2. [non- 
count) Psychiatry. distress to the mind or to one’s emo- 
tions, usually from a disastrous event outside of usual ex- 
perience, as rape or an airplane crash. 3. [count] any 
very distressing experience, esp. one causing a disturb- 
ance in normal functioning. —trauemateic (trou matik, 
trô-, tra-) /traw'matik, tro-, tra-/ adj. 

trav-el (trav’al) /'trævəl/ v., -eled, -eling or (esp. Brit.) 
-elled, -el-ling, n., adj. —v. 1. to go from one place to 
another, as by car, train, plane, or ship: [no obj): They 
traveled all night. [~ + obj): They traveled the world and 
the seven seas. 2. to proceed (at a certain speed or dis- 
tance): [no obj): The car was traveling at sixty miles an 
hour. [~ + obj): We traveled nearly six hundred miles. 3. 
[no obj) to pass or be transmitted, as light or informa- 
tion: The news traveled quickly. —n. 4. [noncount] the 
act of traveling, esp. to distant places: She enjoys paint- 
ing, art, and travel. 5. travels, [plural] journeys; 
wanderings: /n all my travels | never saw anything as 
beautiful as this sunset. —adj. 6. for use while traveling: 
a travel alarm clock. —trav/el-er, trav’el-ler, n. (count) 
—Usage. Compare trip and travet. For a particular 
amount of traveling, the noun TRIP is usually used: / hope 
you had a pleasant trip. The trip took ten hours. The 
word TRAVEL is more often used as a noncount noun to 
refer to the general idea of traveling: She's interested in 
travel and tourism. When tRavets is used, it refers to a 
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journey or trip that has many stops or involves many 
places: /n all my travels I've never met so many helpful 
people. 

trav’eler’s check’, n. [count] a check sold by a bank, 
etc., signed by the purchaser when bought and again 
when being cashed or used: Traveler's checks are con- 
sidered safer to travel with than cash. 

trav-e-logue or travelog (trav’a lôg’,  -log’) 
/‘treva,log, -log/ n. [count] a lecture, slide show, etc., 
that describes a person's travels, esp. to an unusual 
place. See -LOG-. 

tra-verse (v. tra virs’, trav/ərs; n., adj. trav/ars, tre- 
vurs’) / v. tra'vars, 'trævərs; n., adj. 'travars, tra'vars/ v., 
-versed, -vers-ing, n., adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to move 
over, along, through, or across (a hill, etc.), as at an an- 
gle: The skiers traversed the side of the mountain. 2. to 
extend over: A bridge traverses the stream. —n. [count] 
trav-erse. 3. the act of traversing. 4. something that 
traverses. —adj. trav-erse. 5. lying, extending, or pass- 
ing across; transverse. See -vERT-. 

trav-es-ty (trav/ə sté) /‘travastiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. a 
poor or contemptible copy or likeness of something: Ar- 
resting an innocent man and then locking him up is a 
travesty of justice. —Syn. See BURLESQUE. 

trawl (trol) /trol/ n. [count] 1. Also called trawl’ net’. a 
fishing net dragged along the sea bottom to catch fish. 
2. Also called trawl’ line’. a line attached to buoys and 
used in sea fishing, having many short lines with baited 
hooks attached at intervals. —v. 3. to fish with a trawl 
(in): [~ + obj]: trawling the seas for big game fish. [no 
obj): a day spent trawling for fish. 

trawl-er (trd/lar) /‘trolar/ n. [count] 1. a ship used in 
fishing with a trawl net. 2. one who trawls. 

tray (tra) /trey/ n. [count] 1. a flat, shallow container, 
used for carrying or displaying articles: He carried his 
hinch tray to the table. See illustration at RESTAURANT. 2. 
a tray and its contents: a breakfast tray. 

treach-er-ous (trech/ar as) /'tretfərəs/ adj. 1. of or re- 
lating to treachery: the treacherous tyrant who stabbed 
his friends in the back. 2. deceptive or unreliable. 3. un- 
stable or insecure; hazardous: treacherous footing on the 
icy slope. 4. dangerous: a treacherous wind nearly cap- 
sized the boat. —treach/er-ous-ly, adv. —treach/er- 
ous-ness, n. (noncount] 

treach-er-y (trech/ə rē) /'tretfəriy/ n., pl. -er-ies. 1. 
[noncount] betrayal of trust; treason: “The treachery of 
mankind is proverbial” means that you can expect people 
to betray others. 2. [count] an act of treason. 

trea-cle (tré/kal) /‘triykal/ n. [noncount] 1. something 
excessively sweet or sentimental. 2. Brit. MOLASSES. 

tread (tred) /tred/ v., trod (trod) /trod/ trod-den (trod/n) 
/trodn/ or trod, tread-ing, n. —v. 1. to set down the 
foot in walking; step: [10 obj]: to tread softly on the 
stairs. [~ + obj]: Many pilgrims have trod this same 
street to the holy shrine. 2. [~ + on/ipon + obj) to step 
or walk, esp. so as to press or injure something; trample: 
The boys just trod on the flowers. 3. [no obj) to treat 
harshly; oppress: The despot trod down his enermes. 
—n. [count] 4. the action of treading. 5. the sound of 
footsteps: We heard her measured tread. 6. the part of a 
wheel or tire that rests on the road, rail, etc.: worn 
treads. —Idiom. 7. tread on someone's toes, to of- 
fend someone. 8. tread water. a. to keep the body 
straight up in the water with the head above the surface, 
usually by a pumping up-and-down movement of the 
legs and sometimes the arms. b. to maintain one’s posi- 
tion without making any progress: During the recession 
the company was barely able to tread water. 

trea-dle (tred/|) /‘tredl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. [count] 
1. a lever pushed by a continuous action of the foot so 
as to give motion to a machine: operating the treadle on 
the sewing machine. —v. [no obj} 2. to work a treadle. 
tread-mill (tred’mil’) /‘tredmil n. [count] 1. a mill 
powered by walking on a series of moving steps that 
form a continuous path. 2. any monotonous, wearisome 
routine. 

treas., an abbreviation of: treasurer. 

trea-son (tré’zan) /‘triyzon/ n. [noncount] the act of 
overthrowing one's government or of being disloyal to it: 
to commit high treason. —trea/son-a-ble, trea/son- 
ous, adj. 

treas-ure (trezh/or) /'tre3ər/ n, v., -ured, -ureing. —7/. 
l. [noncourt] wealth gathered, esp. in the form of pre- 
cious metals, money, or jewels. 2. [count] any thing or 
person greatly valued. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to keep in the 
mind and treat (someone or something) as precious; 
cherish: treasured the few moments we spent together. 
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treas-ur-er (trezh’ar ər) /‘trezarar/ n. [count] 1. an offi- 
cer of a government, business, etc., in charge of manag- 
ing money. 2. one in charge of treasure or a treasury. 

treas-ure-trove (trezh/ər trōv/) /'tre3,ər trowv/ n. 
[count] anything like a treasure that one finds: The new 
chemical formula was a treasure-trove of limitless value 
to the company. 

treas-ur-y (trezh/ə rē) /'trezəriy/ n. [count], pl. -ur-ies. 
1. a place where the funds of a government, etc., are de- 
posited, kept, and given out to be spent. 2. the funds or 
revenue (as from taxation) of a government, a private 
business, etc. 3. [often: Treasury; often: the + ~] the 
department of government that has control over money. 

treat (trét) /triyt/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to act or behave to- 
ward (someone or something) in some way: to treat all 
people with the respect they deserve. 2. [~ + obj + as 
+ noun/adjective] to consider (someone or something) 
in a certain way: treated this matter as important. 3. [~ 
+ obj) to deal with in a specified way; handle: The doc- 
tor treated his complaints seriously. 4. [~ + obj] to deal 
with (a disease, etc.) to relieve or cure: new ways to treat 
AIDS. 5. [~ + obj] to perform an action or process on 
(something) to bring about a result: fo treat a substance 
with an acid. 6. to provide with food, entertainment, etc., 
at one’s own expense: [~ + obj]: The boss treated me to 
dinner. [no obj]: Put your money away, I'l treat. 7. to 
deal with in speech, etc., esp. in a specified manner or 
style: [~ + obj]: treated the theme with fantasy. [~ + of 
+ obj]: to treat of the problem in his book. —n. [count] 
8. entertainment, food, etc., given or paid for by some- 
one else, as an expression of friendliness, as a profes- 
sional courtesy, etc. 9. anything that provides enjoyment: 
It was a real treat back then to have steak for dinner. 
—treat/a-ble, adj. 

trea-tise (tré/tis) /‘triytis/ n. [count] a formal piece of 
writing on the principles of a subject. 

treatment (trét/mant) /‘triytmont/ n. 1. [noncount] the 
act, manner, or process of treating: The principal's chil- 
dren don't receive special treatment from the teacher. 2. 
the use of medicines, surgery, etc., in curing a person of 
a disorder: [noncount]: shock treatment for his depres- 
sion. [count]: weekly chemotherapy treatments. 

trea-ty (tré/té) /‘triytiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 1. a formal 
agreement between countries in regard to peace, friend- 
ship, etc.: a new treaty to allow more trade. 2. the docu- 
ment calling for such an agreement. 

tre-ble (treb/al) /‘trebal/ adj., n., v., -bled, -bling. —adj. 
1. threefold; triple. 2. a. of the highest pitch or range, as 
a voice part or instrument. b. high in pitch; shrill. —n. 3. 
[count] a. the treble part. b. a treble voice or instrument. 
4. [count] a high voice or sound. 5. [noncounf] the up- 
per portion of the range of audio frequencies: turned up 
the treble on her stereo. —v. 6. to (cause to) become 
three times as much or as many; triple: [~ + obj]: We'll 
treble our profits. (no obj): Our profits will treble. 

tree (tré) /triy/ n., v, treed, tree-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
plant having a permanently woody trunk and branches. 
2. a shrub or plant, as the banana, that resembles a tree 
in form and size. 3. FAMILY TREE. 4. CHRISTMAS TREE. —V. 
[~ + obj] 5. to drive (something pursued) into or up a 
tree: The dogs treed the fox. —Idiom. 6. up a tree, in 
a difficult situation: Now we're up a tree; how can we get 
out of this mess? —tree/less, adj. 

trefoil (tré/foil, treffoil) /‘triyfoyl, 'trefoyl/ n. [count] 1. 
a plant having three small leaflets resembling those of 
clover. 2. any figure, design, or emblem resembling a 
clover leaf. 

trek (trek) /trek/ v., trekked, trek-king, n. —v. [no obj] 
1. to travel, esp. slowly or with difficulty: fo trek across 
the desert. —n. [count] 2. a journey, esp. one involving 
difficulty or hardship. 3. South Africa. a migration or ex- 
pedition, esp. by ox wagon. —trek/ker, n. [count] 

trelelis (treis) /‘trelis/ n. [count] a frame, esp. one used 
as a support for growing vines or plants. 

trem-ble (trem/bəl) /'trembal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 
[no obj) 1. to shake with short, quick movements, as 
from fear or cold; quake: His hands trembled from fear. 
2. to be troubled with apprehension: to tremble with 
worry about the exam. 3. (of things) to be affected with 
motion like vibrations: After the explosion the whole 
house trembled. 4. to be unsteady, as sound: His voice 
trembled. —n. [count] 5. the act of trembling. 6. a state 
or fit of trembling. 

treemen-dous (tri men/das) /tri'mendds/ adj. 1. very 
great in size, amount, or intensity: a tremendous ocean 
liner. 2. extraordinary; excellent; very good: a tremen- 
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dous movie. —tre:men/dous»ly, adv.: tremendously ex- 
cited. 

trem-orlo (trem/ə 15/) /'trema,low/ n., pl. -los. 1. [non- 
count] a vibrating effect produced on certain instruments 
and in the human voice. 2. [count] a mechanical device 
in an organ by which such an effect is produced. 

trem-or (trem/ar, tre/mar) /'tremar, 'triymər/ n. [count] 
1. an uncontrolled shaking of the body or limbs, as from 
disease, fear, or excitement: As the fever struck, tremors 
shook his body. 2. a vibration: the tremors following an 
earthquake. 3. an uncertain, quavering sound, as of the 
voice: She asked, with a tremor in her voice, if he was 
going to be all right. 

trem-u-lous (trem/ya las) /‘tremyalas/ adj. 1. (of per- 
sons, the body, etc.) of or relating to tremors: tremulous 
hands. 2. timid; fearful. —trem/u-lous-ly, adv. 
—trem/u-lous-ness, n. (noncount] 

trench (trench) /trentf/ n. [count] 1.a long, narrow area 
dug out of the ground as a defense against the enemy. 
2. a deep ditch or cut in an area, as in a deep-sea ocean 
floor. 

trench-ant (tren/chant) /‘trentfont/ adj. l. sharp or 
keen, as language or a person: trenchant wit. 2. strong; 
bold; energetic: a trenchant policy of reform. 3. clearly or 
sharply defined; clear-cut; distinct. —trench/ant-ly, adv. 

trench’ coat’, n. [count] a waterproof coat with a belt, 
epaulets, and a strap near the bottom of each sleeve. 

trench’ mouth’, n. [noncount) a serious infection of 
the gums and throat, caused by bacteria. 

trend (trend) /trend/ n. [count] 1. the way or direction 
things tend to go; drift: the trend of current events. 2. 
Style; vogue: the new trend in women's apparel. 

trend-y (tren/dé) /'trendiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. of or re- 
lating to the latest trend or style. 2. following the latest 
trends or fashions; chic or faddish: the trendy young gen- 
eration. —trend/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

trep-i-da-tion (trepi dā/shən) /,trepi'deyfan/ n. [non- 
count) fear, alarm, Or worry: approaching marriage with 
trepidation. 

tres-pass (tres’pas, -pas) /'trespəs, -pws/ n. [count] 1. 
an act of illegally entering the home or property of an- 
other. 2. an offense or sin: Forgive us our trespasses. 
—v. [no obj) 3. to commit a trespass. 4. to commit an 
offense; sin. —tres/pass-er, n. [count] See -pass-}. 

tress (tres) /tres/ n. [count] Usually, tresses. [plural] 
long locks or curls of hair, esp. those of a woman: her 
dark brown tresses hanging to her shoulders. 

tres-tle (tres/al) /‘tresal/ n. [count] 1. a frame made of 
a crosspiece attached at each end to the top of a frame, 
used as a support for planking, etc.; a horse. 2. a. one 
of a number of such frames joined together to support a 
bridge. b. a bridge made of these: The soldiers blew up 
the trestle just as the supply train was crossing it. 

tri-, prefix. tri- comes from Greek and Latin, where it has 
the meaning “three”: triatomic; trilateral. 

trivad (trifad, -ad) /'trayæd, -əd/ n. [count] a group of 
three. —triead/ic, adj. 

triage (tré azh’, tré/azh) /triy'a3, ‘triya3/ n. [noncount) 
1. the process of selecting among victims, as of a battle, 
to decide in what order to help them with medical treat- 
ment: /n triage doctors usually decide to treat first those 
victims that have the best chance of surviving, leaving the 
nearly dead to die. 2. the act of triage. —adj. [before a 
noun) 3. of or relating to triage: a triage officer. 

trical (trifal, tril) /trayəl, trayl/ n. 1. the examination of 
the facts of a case before a court of law, involving hear- 
ing evidence and deciding on a person's guilt or inno- 
cence: [noncount]: on trial for murder. [count]: He is en- 
titled to a trial before a jury of his peers. 2. [count] the 
act of testing to find out if someone or something is use- 
ful, valuable, etc.: We gave the new worker a trial of six 
weeks. 3. [count] an affliction or trouble; a troublesome 
thing or person: suffering through many trials and tribu- 
lations. —adj. [before a noun) 4. of or relating to a trial: 
a trial lawyer. 5. done by way of trial or experiment: a 
trial batch of the new serum. 

trial and er’ror, n. [noncount) trying out something 
by using different approaches and eliminating the ones 
that do not work. 

tri/al balloon’, n. [count] an announcement about an 
action or policy, in order to see what the reaction would 
be or to gauge out how successful the action would be: 
The president's spokesperson floated the trial balloon of 
raising taxes. 

triean-gle (triZang’gal) /'tray,engal/ n. [count] 1. a 
closed plane figure having three sides and three angles: 
an equilateral triangle. 2. a flat, three-sided piece of 
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metal or plastic, with straight edges, used with a 
T square for drawing lines, etc. 3. any three-cornered or 
three-sided figure or piece: a triangle of land. 4. a deli- 
cate situation involving three persons, esp. one in which 
two of them are in love with the third. — triean-gu-lar 
(tri ang’gya lar) /tray'wngyalar/ adj. 

tribe (trib) /trayb/ n. [count] a group of people de- 
scended from the same ancestor, having similar customs 


and traditions. —trib/al, adj. —tri/bal-ism, n. [non- 
count) 
trib-uela-tion (trib/yə lā/shən) /tribyə'leyfən/ n. 1. 


[noncount] severe trial or suffering: difficulty and tribula- 
tion in his life. 2. [count] an instance of this: trials and 
tribulations. 

tri-buenal (tri byoon/l, tri-) /tray'byuwnl, tri-/ n. [count] 
1. a court of justice. 2. a place or seat of judgment. 

trib-une (trib’yoon, tri bydon’) /tribyuwn, tri'byuwn/ n. 
[count] 1. one who defends the rights of the people. 2. 
(in ancient Rome) an officer elected to protect the rights 
of the common people. 

trib-u-tar-y (trib/ya ter/é) /'tribya,teriy/ n., pl. -tar-ies, 
adj. —n. [count] 1. a stream that flows to a larger 
stream: The river system and its tributaries extend for 
hundreds of miles. 2. a person or nation that pays trib- 
ute, —adj. 3. (of a stream) flowing into a larger strearn or 
other body of water. 

trib-ute (trib’ydot) /‘tribyuwt/ n. 1. a gift, speech of 
praise, etc., given as an expression of gratitude toward 
another: [count]: They gave the retiring president a trib- 
ute. [noncount)]: They paid tribute to his outstanding tal- 
ents. 2. (count; usually singular; usually: a + ~] some- 
thing that deserves praise because of its quality: The 
efficient way the company is now being run is a tribute to 
her skills. 3. a sum of money or other payment paid by 
One sovereign or nation to another as the price of peace, 
etc.: [poncount): to pay tribute in the form of land to the 
conquerors. [count]: a tribute in the Sum of millions. 

triceps (tri’seps) /'trayseps/ n. [count], pl. -ceps-es 
(-sep siz) /-sepsiz/ -ceps. any muscle with three heads, 
esp. the one at the back of the upper arm, which extends 
the forearm. 

trick (trik) /trik/ m. [count] 1. a sneaky scheme to de- 
ceive or cheat: He played a nasty trick on me, promising 
to keep a Secret but then telling everyone else what | told 
him. 2. a silly or mischievous act; a practical joke; a 
prank: to play a trick on their teacher on April Fools’ Day. 
3. a clever action, as to solve a problem, etc.: the tricks 
of the carpenter trade. 4. the art of doing something 
skillfully: ¿he trick of making others laugh. 5. a clever act 
done to entertain, amuse, etc.: some clever card tricks. 
6. a. the group or set of cards played and won in one 
round. b. a point or scoring unit based on this. 7. Slang. 
a. a prostitute’s customer. b. a sexual act between a 
prostitute and a customer. —adj. 8. of or relating to 
tricks: trick shooting done while riding on horseback. 9. 
specially made or used for tricks: a trick chair that col- 
lapses. 10. (of a joint) likely to weaken suddenly: a trick 
knee. —v. 11. [~ + obj] to deceive: They tricked me 
into giving them my money. 12. [~ + obj + out of + 
obj) to cheat (someone), forcing someone to lose some- 
thing: tricked out of his inheritance by dishonest lawyers. 
—Idiom. 13. do the trick, to produce the desired ef- 
fect: Give me that screwdriver—that should do the trick. 
—trick/erry, n. (noncount] 

trickle (trik/al) /'trrkal/ v., -led, -ling, n. —v. 1. to 
(cause to) flow by drops: [no obj): Tears trickled down 
her cheeks. [~ + obj): She trickled some water into his 
mouth, 2. [no obj) to pass bit by bit, slowly, or irregu- 
larly: The guests trickled out of the room. —n. [court] 3. 
a trickling flow or stream. 4. a small, slow, Or irregular 
amount of anything proceeding: just a trickle of customi- 
ers. 

trick-ster (trik’star) /‘trikstor/ n. [count] 1. one who 
deceives; a cheat; a fraud. 2. one who plays tricks. 

trickey (trik/ē) /‘trikiy/ adj. -i-er, -i-est. 1. willing to use 
deceitful tricks: a tricky lawyer. 2. difficult because unreli- 
able or uncooperative: a tricky light switch. 3. of or relat- 
ing to clever or demanding motion or behavior: a tricky 
dance step. —tricki-ly (trika lē) /trikoliy/ adv. 
—trick/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

tri-col-or (tri7kul/ar) /‘tray,kalor/ adj. 1. Also, tri’col/- 
ored; esp. Brit., tri’col/oured. having three colors. —n. 
[count] 2. a flag with three colors, esp. the national flag 
of France. Also, esp. Brit., tri7coVour. 

tri-cy-cle (tri/si kal, -sik/al) /‘traysikal, -,sikal/ n. [count] 
a vehicle, esp. one for children, having one large front 
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wheel and two small rear wheels, propelled by foot 
pedals. See -cyYcLe-. 

triedent (trid’nt) /‘traydnt/ n. (count) a three-pronged 
instrument or weapon. 

tried (trid) /trayd/ v. 1. pt. and pp. of try. —adj. 2. 
proved to be good: tried-and-true products. 

triennial (tri en’é al) /tray'eniyal/ adj. 1. occurring 
every three years. 2. lasting three years. —n. [count] 3. a 
third anniversary. 4. something that appears or occurs 
every three years. 5. a period of three years. —tri-en/ni- 
ally, adv. 

trifle (tri/fal) /‘trayfol/ n., v., -fled, -fling. —n. [count] 
1. something of very little value: buying little trifles for 
the kids. 2. a small amount of anything, as of money. 3. 
a dessert of cake soaked in liqueur, then combined with 
custard, fruit, jam, etc., and topped with whipped cream. 
—v. [~ + with + obj) 4. to deal without seriousness or 
respect: Don't trifle with me! 5. to play with by handling 
or fingering: He sat trifling with a pen. —Idiom. 6. a 
trifle, to a small degree; somewhat: He's still a trifle an- 
gry. —tri/fler, n. (count) 

trifling (trifling) /‘trayflip/ adj. 1. of very small impor- 
tance, value, or amount; trivial: a trifling matter. 2. shal- 
low; light: trifling conversation. 

tri-fo-cal (tri fō/kəl, tri#fS/-) /tray'fowkal, 'tray,fow-/ 
adj. 1. (of a lens) having three areas that focus light rays. 
2. (of an eyeglass lens) having three portions, one for 
near, one for middle, and one for far vision. —n. 3. 
trifocals, [p/ural] eyeglasses with trifocal lenses. 

trig-ger (trig’ar) /‘trigar/ n. [count] 1. a small tongue in 
a gun that, when pressed by the finger, fires the gun. 2. 
a device pulled or pressed to release something. 3. any- 
thing that causes a reaction: a trigger for the fight. —v. 
[~ + obj] 4. to cause or begin (a chain of events): /nfla- 
tion triggered unemployment. 5. to fire or explode (a 
gun, etc.) by pulling a trigger. —Jdiom. 6. quick on 
the trigger, too quick to act or respond; impetuous: He 
was too quick on the trigger and wound up losing the 
deal. 

trig-o-nom-ertry (trig’a nom/i tré) /,triga'nomuitriy/ n. 
{noncount] the branch of mathematics that deals with 
the relations between the sides and angles of triangles: a 
course in trigonometry. —trig-o-normeteric (trig’a nə- 
me/trik) /,trigana'metrik/ adj. See -METER-. 

tri-lat-er-al (tri lat/er al) /tray'lætərəl/ adj. having three 
sides. See -LAT-°. 

trill (tril) /tril/ n. [count] 1. a rapid alternation between 
two nearby musical tones. 2. a similar quavering sound, 
as that made by a bird or by a person laughing. —v. 3. 
to sing, make, pronounce, or play with a trill: [~ + obj): 
to trill a few notes. [no obj): birds trilling in the morning. 

trillion (tril”yan) /‘trilyan/ n., pl. -lions, (as after a nu- 
meral) -lion, adj. —n. [count] 1. a number written in the 
U.S. by 1 followed by 12 zeros, and in Great Britain by 1 
followed by 18 zeros: a trillion; several trillions. 2. Often, 
trillions. [pluran a very great number or amount: trillions 
of little ants on the beach. —adj. [after a number and 
before a noun] 3. amounting to one trillion in number: 
one trillion dollars. —tril/lionth, n. (count), adj. See the 
usage note under hundred. 

tril-oegy (tril’a jē) /‘trilad3iy/ n. [count], pl. -gies. a se- 
ries or group of three plays, novels, etc., that are closely 
related in characters, theme, etc.: the Oresteian trilogy by 
Aeschylus. See -LOG-. 

trim (trim) /trim/ v., trimmed, trimming, r., adj., trim» 
mer, trim-mest, adv. —v. [~ + obj) 1. to put into a 
neat condition by clipping, paring, etc.: to trim a hedge. 
2. to remove (something unnecessary) by or as if by cut- 
ting: to trim those loose threads. 3. to cut down; reduce; 
lower: to trim the sales force. 4. to adjust (the sails or 
yards of a ship) with attention to the direction of the wind 
and the course of the ship. 5. to adorn with ornaments; 
esp., to decorate a store window: to trim the windows for 
Christmas. —n. 6. [noncount) the condition, order, or fit- 
ness of a person or thing for action, etc. 7. (count; usu- 
ally singular] the adjustment of sails, etc., with reference 
to wind direction and the course of the ship. 8. [non- 
count) material used for decoration. 9. [count] a trim- 
ming by cutting, clipping, or the like: He didn't want a full 
haircut, just a (quick) trini. —adj. 10. neat or smart in 
appearance: trim lawns. 11. (of a person) in excellent 
physical condition: Swimming is a good way to keep trim. 
12. slim; lean: a trim figure. —adv. 13. in a trim man- 
ner; trimly. —trim/ly, adv. —trim/’mer, si. count] 
—trim/ness, #/. [noncount] 

trimester (tri mes/tar,  tri7mes-)  /tray'mestor, 
‘traymes-/ n. [count] 1. a term or period of three 
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months: the first trimester of pregnancy. 2. one of the 
three approximately equal terms into which an academic 
year may be divided. 

trim-ming (trim/ing) /trimin/ n. 1. [noncount) anything 
used for decoration: the trimming on a uniform. 2. Usu- 
ally, trimmings. [plural] something that goes with a 
main dish: They had roast turkey with all the trimmings. 
3. trimmings, [plural pieces cut off in trimming, clip- 
ping, or pruning. 4. [count] a defeat: Our team took 
quite a trimming. 

tritmonthely (tri munth7lé) /tray'man@liy/ adj. occur- 
ring, taking place, done, or acted upon every three 
months. 

Trinsiety (trin/i tē) /‘trinitiy/ n., pl. -ties for 2. 1. [proper 
noun; usually: the + ~ in Christian doctrine, the union 
of three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost) in one 
Godhead. 2. (count; trinity] a group of three; triad. 

trin-ket (tring/kit) /‘trignkit/ n. [count] 1. a small orna- 
ment, etc., of little value: a few trinkets for the kids. 2. 
anything of small value. 

trio (tré/5) /'triyow/ n. [count], pl. trios. 1. any group 
of three. 2. a musical composition for three voices or in- 
struments. 3. a company of three singers or players. 

trip (trip) /trip/ n., v., tripped, tripsping. —n. [count] 1. 
a traveling from one place to another: my weekly trip to 
the bank. 2. a run made by a boat, train, or the like be- 
tween two points: The trip takes just two hours by ferry. 
3. a misstep, as by catching one’s foot. 4. Slang. a. an 
instance of being under the influence of a hallucinogenic 
drug, esp. LSD. b. an exciting experience. c. something 
that keeps one occupied: She's been on a nostalgia trip 
all week. —v. 5. to (cause to) stumble: [no obj): to trip 
on one of the toys. [~ + obj]: stuck out his foot and 
tripped her. 6. to (cause to) make a slip or mistake, as in 
conversation or conduct: [~ + up + obj): The lawyer 
tried his best to trip up the witness. [~ + obj + up]: to 
trip him up. {no obj; ~ + up): During his speech he 
tripped up when he confused the Balkan states and the 
Baltic states. 7. {no obj} to step lightly or nimbly; skip: 
tripping gaily down the path. 8. [no obj; (~ + out)] 
Slang. to be under the influence of a hallucinogenic drug, 
esp. LSD: She claimed she was tripping (out) on acid and 
saw monsters crawling on her arm. —trip’per, n. 
[count] —Usage. See TRAVEL. 

triepar-tite (tri par/tit) /tray'partayt/ adj. 1. divided into 
or made up of three parts: a tripartite leaf. 2. of or relat- 
ing to three different groups, sides, etc.: a tripartite 
treaty. See -PAR-. 

tripe (trip) /trayp/ n. [noncount] 1. the first and second 
divisions of the stomach of certain animals, used as food. 
2. Slang. something false or worthless: That's a lot of 
tripe; | don't believe it at all. 

tri-ple (trip’al) /‘tripal/ adj., n, v., -pled, -pling. —adj. 
[before a noun) 1. threefold; consisting of three parts; of 
three kinds. 2. three times as great: triple profits. —n. 
[count] 3. an amount, number, etc., three times as great 
as another. 4. a group, set, or series of three; triad. 5. 
Also called three-base hit. a hit in baseball that enables 
the batter to reach third base safely. —v. 6. to (cause to) 
become triple: [~ + obj]: Our company tripled its profits. 
[no obj): Profits tripled last year. —trip’ly, adv. See 
-PLIC-. 

triplet (trip/lit) /triplit/ n. [count] 1. one of three off- 
spring born at one birth. 2. any group of three, as three 
lines of poetry or three musical notes played together. 

tri-plex (trip/leks, tri7pleks) /‘tripleks, 'traypleks/ adj. 1. 
threefold; triple. —n. [count] 2. something triple. 3. an 
apartment having three floors: They examined a triplex, 
but the rent was too high. 4. a multiplex of three thea- 
ters or movie houses. See -PLtic-. 

tripeliecate (trip/li kit) /‘triplikit/ adj. 1. having or made 
up of three identical copies or parts; threefold. 2. of or 
relating to the third of three identical copies or items. 
—Idiom. 3. in triplicate, in three identical copies. See 
-PLIC-. 

tri-pod (tri/pod) /‘traypnd/ n. [count] 1. a three-legged 
stand, as for a camera. 2. a stool, table, pedestal, etc., 
with three legs. —trip-o-dal (trip’a dl, tripod l) /‘tripadl, 
‘traypndl/ adj. See -pop-. 

trip-tych (trip’tik) /‘triptik/ n. [count] a set of three 
panels side by side, bearing pictures, carvings, etc.: a 
triptych of the Trinity. 

tri-sect (tri sekt’, trifsekt) /tray'sekt, ‘traysekt/ v. [~ + 
obj) to divide into three parts, esp. into three equal 
parts. —tri-sec/tion, n. (noncount] See -secT-. 

trite (trit) /trayt/ adj., triter, triteest. 1. (of a word, 
phrase, or expression) lacking in freshness because of 


795 


constant use; hackneyed: a trite expression. 2. character- 
ized by such hackneyed expressions, etc.: a trite speech. 
—trite/ly, adv. —trite/ness, n. (noncomt) 

triumph (tri/amf, -umf) /trayomf, -amf/ n. 1. [count 
the act or fact of being victorious; victory; success: some 
medical triumphs in the war against cancer. 2. [non- 
count) a feeling resulting from victory or success: a feel- 
ing of triumph. —v. (no obj; (~ + over + obj)}3. to gain 
a victory or be highly successful: The Alfies triumphed 
over the Axis. 4. to gain mastery; prevail: to triumph over 
fear. 

tritum-phant (tri um/fent) Atray'amfant/ adj. 1. having 
achieved a triumph: a triumphant army. 2. rejoicing be- 
Cause of success: They were triumphant when they got 
the building contract. —tri-um/phantely, adv.: The win- 
ner waved triumphantly. 

tritum-vierate (tri um/var it, -və rat’) /tray'amvorit, 
-vo,reyt/ n. [Count] l. a board of three magistrates func- 
tioning jointly, esp. one in ancient Rome. 2. any associa- 
tion of three in authority. 3. any group or set of three. 

triv-et (triv/it) /'trivrt/ n, [count] 1. a small metal or ce- 
ramic plate with short legs, used under a hot platter to 
protect a table. 2. a three-legged stand placed over a fire 
to support cooking vessels or the like. 

triveiea (triv/ē ə) /'trıviyə/ n. matters or things that are 
unimportant; meaningless facts or details; triles: [non- 
count; used with a singular verb}: Trivia is what you need 
to know to do welt in some games. [phiral; used with a 
plurat verb): studying numerous trivia. 

triveical (triv7é al) /‘triviyal/ adj. of or relating to trivia: 
He was overreacting to what was really a trivial offense 
on her part. —triveisaleiety (triv’é ali tē) /,triviy'aletiy/ 
n., pl. -ties. (noncount): the triviality of considering what 
clothes to wear after an earthquake. (count): the triviali- 
ties of daily living. See -via-. 

trod (trod) /trnd/ v. a pt. and pp. of TREAD. 

trod-den (trod/n) /'trodn/ v. a pp. of TREAD. 

trog-lo-dyte (trog/la dit’) /‘trngla,dayt/ n. [count] 1. a 
person of prehistoric times who lived in a cave. 2. a per- 
son of primitive or brutal character. 3. an extremely old- 
fashioned or conservative person. 

troika (troi’ka) /'troykə/ n. [count], pi. -kas. 1. a Rus- 
sian carriage drawn by a team of three horses abreast. 2. 
a ruling group of three; a triumvirate. 3. any group of 
three. 

troll’ (trol) /trowl/ v. 1. to sing or utter in a full, rolling 
voice: [no Obj): to troit merrily in the choir. [~ + obj): to 
trolł some notes. 2. to fish in (a body of water) by trailing 
a line behind a slow-moving boat: [~ + obj]: troling the 
lake for trout. [no obj): trotting for trout. —n. (count) 3. a 
song whose parts are sung one after the other; a round. 
4. the act of fishing by trolling. 

troll? (trol) /trowl/ n. (count) (in Scandinavian folk sto- 
ries) a supernatural being, usually hostile to humans, 
who lives underground or in caves. 

trolley or trolly (trolvé) /‘troliy/ n. [count], pl. -leys 
or -lies. 1. TROLLEY CAR. 2. a pulley traveling on an over- 
head track and serving to support and move an object 
hung from it. 3. a small truck or car operated on a track, 
as in a factory. 4. a serving cart, as for desserts. 5. 
Chiefly Brit. any of various low carts. ——Idiorm. 6. off 
one’s trolley, Slang. mentally unstable; insane. 

trolley car’, n. {count} a streetcar propelled electri- 
cally by current taken from a conducting wire strung 
overhead. 

trol-lop (trol//ap) /'trolap/ n. [count} 1. an immoral 
woman, esp. a prostitute. 2. an untidy or sloppy woman; 
a Slattern. 

trom-bone (trom bon’, trom/bōn) /trom'bown, ‘tro- 
mbown/ n. [count] a musical wind instrument consisting 
of a rounded metal tube expanding into a bell and bent 
twice into a U shape, and having a slide for varying the 
tone. 

troop (troop) /truwp/ n. [count] 1. a group of persons or 
things; a band of people. 2. a cavalry unit corresponding 
to a company of infantry. 3. troops, [plura a body of 
soldiers, police, etc.: The troops never had a chance to 
leave their barracks. 4. a unit of Boy Scouts or Girl 
Scouts usually having a maximum of 32 members under 
an adult leader. —v. [no obj] 5. to pass together, esp. in 
great numbers; throng: People were trooping into the 
stadium. 6. to walk, as if in a march; go: The kids came 
trooping down to breakfast. 

troop-er (troo’par) /‘truwpar/ n. (count) 1. a member of 
a state police force; a state trooper. 2. a Cavalry soldier. 
3. someone who does not give up: She's a reat trooper; 
you can count on her to finish the job. 
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troephy (tro/fé) /'trowfiy/ n. (count), pl -phies. 1. any- 
thing taken in war, hunting, etc., esp. when set up as a 
memento: a Hon’s head as a trophy. 2. anything won or 
awarded as a sign of victory, etc.; an award or prize: had 
numerous athletic and scholastic trophies. 

trop-ic (tropik) /‘tropik/ n. [count] 1. a. either of two 
parallel lines of latitude on the earth's globe, about 23'%° 
N and about 23'%° S of the equator. b. the tropics, the 
regions lying between these parallels of latitude. —adj. 2. 
of or relating to the tropics; tropical. 

trop-i-cal (trop/i kal) /'tropikəl/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or 
living in the tropics. 2. very hot and humid: tropical heat. 
3. used in or suitable for the tropics: tropicat clothing. 

tropism (tro/piz am) /‘trowpizom/ n. [noncourt} the 
growing of an organism toward or away from a stimulus, 
as light. 

trop-o-sphere (trop’a sfér’, trd/pa-) /'tropə,sfiər, 
‘trowpa-/ n. (count; usually singular) the lowest layer of 
the atmosphere, varying in height from 6 to 12 mi. (10 to 
20 km), within which clouds and weather occur. 

trot (trot) /trnt/ v., trot-ted, trotting, n. —v. 1. (of a 
horse) to (cause to) go at a pace between a walk and a 
run: [no obj]: The horse trotted along. [~ + obj]: The 
rider trotted his horse for the competition. 2. [no obj) to 
go at a quick, steady pace: He trotted along behind his 
big brother. 3. trot out, Informal. to bring forward to the 
attention of others: [~ + out + obj]: Once again he trot- 
ted out his favorite plan. [~ + obj + out}: to trot his 
plan out again. —n. 4. (count) the pace of a horse or 
other four-legged animal when trotting. 5. (count) the 
sound made by an animal when trotting. 6. [count] the 
jogging pace of a human being. 7. [count] Stang. a lit- 
eral translation of some piece of writing, used dishonestly 
in doing schoolwork; a crib; a pony. 8. the trots, /nfor- 
mat. diarrhea; the runs: [noncount; used with a singular 
verb): He told me he has the trots. [phirat; used with a 
phuirat verby. The trots have kept him at home alt day. 
—trot/ter, n. (count) 

troth (trôth, troth) Aro8, trow@/ n. [noncount) Archaic. 1. 
faithfulness: by my troth. 2. one’s word or promise, esp. 
in betrothal: They wilt plight their troth (= promise to 
marry). 

troueba-dour (tro0’ba dér’, -dir’, -döðór/) /'truwba,dor, 
-dowr, -,dur/ n. [count] a wandering singing poet, esp. 
of olden days. 

trouble (trub/al) /‘trabal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to disturb the calm and contentment of; worry; 
distress: The sufferings of the poor troubled him. 2. to 
put to inconvenience, pains, or the like: [~ + obj + for 
+ obj): May I trouble you for a match? [~ + obj + to + 
verb}: May I trouble you to shut the door? 3. [~ + obj] 
to cause pain or discomfort to; afflict: to be troubled by 
arthritis. 4. [no obj; ~ + to + verb] to refuse to do 
something inconvenient; to bother to do: He didn’t even 
trouble to read the homework. —n. 5. (noncount} diff- 
culty or annoyance: foves to make trouble for me. 6. an 
unfortunate occurrence; misfortune: [noncount): He's in a 
bit of financial trouble at the moment. (count): He's had 
some financial troubles lately. 7. civil disorder or conflict: 
[norcount): a time of trouble. (count): during the trou- 
bles in South Africa. 8. [noncount) a physical disease, 
etc.: heart trouble. 9. [Noncount} mental or emotional 
distress; worry: a life fll of trouble. [phiraf: He's got 
troubles on his niind. 10. (count; singular) effort, exer- 
tion, or inconvenience in accomplishing some deed, etc.: 
+} dont want you to go to any trouble over this. 11. 
(count; singular} something objectionable about some- 
thing; fault: What’s the trouble with the proposal? 12. a 
mechanical defect or breakdown: (noncount}: We had 
trouble with the washing machine. (count): We've had 
troubles with the washing machine. —-Idiom. 13. in 
trouble, a. pregnant out of wedlock (used as a euphe- 
misni). b. in danger or difficulty: He was in big trouble 
with the mob. —trou/ble-some, adj. 

troubled (trub/id) /'trabld/ adj. 1. disturbed; upset: 
worried: a troubled took. 2. difficult because of conflicts: 
troubled times. 3. (of water or waters) disturbed and 
churned up. 

trourbleemak-er (trub’al_ ma/kar) /‘trabal,meykor/ n. 
[count] one who causes trouble for others. 

trou-ble-shoot-er (trub’al shoo’tar) /'trabol,fuwtar/ n. 
[count] 1. a person with skill in finding ways to stop or 
resolve disputes. 2. an expert in discovering and getting 
rid of the cause of trouble in mechanical breakdowns. 

trough (trof, trof) /trof, trof/ n. [count] 1. a long, nar- 
row, open, boxlike container, used chiefly to hold water 
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or food for animals. 2. a channel for carrying water away. 
3. the lowest point, esp. in an economic cycle. 

trounce (trouns) /trawns/ v. [~ + obj], trounced, 
trounc-ing. to beat severely; defeat completely: The 
home team trounced the visitors, 20-0. —trounc/er, n. 
[count] 

troupe (troop) /truwp/ n., v., trouped, troup-ing. —n. 
[court] 1. a company of actors, esp. one that travels ex- 
tensively. —v. [no obj] 2. to travel as a member of a 
troupe. —troup/er, n. [count] 

trou-sers (trou/’zarz) /‘trawzarz/ n. [plural] Sometimes, 
trouser. [count] clothing for the lower part of the body, 
having individual leg portions: a pair of trousers. Also 
called pants. 

trous-seau (trd0’sd, trd0 sō/) /'truwsow, truw'sow/ n. 
[count], pl. -seaux (-S6z, -S0z/) /-sowz, -'sowz/ -seaus. 
an outfit of clothing, household tinen, etc., belonging to a 
bride. 

trout (trout) /trawt/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when thought of 
as a group) trout, (esp. for kinds or species) trouts. a 
usually speckled freshwater game fish of the salmon fam- 
ily. 

trow-el (trou/al) /‘trawal/ n., v., -eled, -eling or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. —n. [count] 1. a tool having a flat 
blade with a handle, used for depositing and smoothing 
out mortar, etc. 2. a similar tool with a curved, scooplike 
blade, used in gardening. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to apply, 
shape, smooth, or dig with or as if with a trowel: troweled 
the plaster orto the wail tiles. 

trueant (troo’ant) /truwant/ n. [count] 1. a student who 
stays away from school without permission. 2. one who 
neglects his or her duty. —adj. 3. absent from school 
without permission. 4. neglecting to do one’s duty. 
—tru/an-cy, n. [noncount) 

truce (troos) /truws/ n. [count] 1. a stopping of hostili- 
ties for a certain period of time by agreement of all the 
warring parties; a cease-fire: to declare a truce for Christ- 
mas. 2. an agreement or treaty for this. 

truck (truk) /trak/ u. [count] 1. a motor vehicle for car- 
rying goods and materials: Those big trucks were block- 
ing the roads. 2. a frame, platform, or open cart with 
wheels used for transporting heavy objects. 3. HAND 
Truck. —v. 4. [~ + obj] to transport or deliver (articles, 
etc.) by truck: fo truck some vegetables to the market, 5. 
[110 obj] Informal. to proceed, esp. in a carefree manner: 
Fm just trucking along, no problems. —truck/er, n. 
[count] 

truck’ farm’, n. [count] a farm for the growing of mar- 
ket vegetables. —truck/ farmer, n. [count] 

truc-uslent (truk/ya lent, tröö/kyə-) /'trakyələnt, 
'truwkyo-/ adj. eager to attack or argue; belligerent: 
harshly angry: his truculent attitude toward his Cowork- 
ers. —truc/’u-lence, n. (noncount] —truc/u-lent-ly, 
adv. 

-trude-, root. -trude- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “thrust, push.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: EXTRUDE, INTRUDE, OBTRUDE, PROTRUDE. 

trudge (truj) /trad3/ v., trudged, trudg-ing, 1. —v. 1. to 
walk (along or over), esp. wearily: [no obj]: He trudged 
back to his house. [~ + obj]: to trudge the streets. —n. 
[count; usually singular] 2. a wearying walk: a long 
trudge to the gas Station. 

true (trdo) /truw/ adj., tru-er, tru-est, :7., adv., v., trued, 
tru-ing or true-ing. —adj. 1. being in accordance with 
reality; agreeing with reality or fact: a true story; Every- 
thing they say about you is true. [H + be + ~ + that 
clause]: It is true that the earth is round. 2. (before a 
noun] real; genuine; authentic: true gold. 3. [before a 
noun) sincere; not deceitful: a true interest in others. 4. 
loyal; faithful; steadfast: a true friend. [be + ~ + to]: He 
was true to his principles. 5. [before a noun] being or 
reflecting the character of: The true meaning of his state- 
ment was actually something very different from what it 
appeared to be. 6. exact; precise; accurate; correct: a 
true copy. 7. such as it should be; proper: to arrange 
things in their true order. 8. properly so called: That was 
true statesmanship: being able to work with both sides 
and reach a compronise. 9. legitimate: the true heir to 
the throne. 10. exactly, correctly, or accurately shaped, 
formed, or placed, as a surface or instrument: This door 
isnt true; it doesnt hang straight. —n. [noncount) 11. 
proper, exact, or accurate alignment: to be out of true. 
—adv. 12. in a true manner; truly; truthfully. 13. exactly 
or accurately: The door isit lined up true. —v. 14. to ad- 
just, shape, etc., exactly or accurately: [~ (+ up) + obj): 
to true (up) the door. [~ + obj (+ up)): to true the door 
(up). —-Idiom. 15. come true, (of a wish, etc.) to be- 
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come a reality: All your dreams will come true when you 
make this change in your life. —Related Words. TRUE 
is an adjective, TRUTH is a noun, TRUTHFUL is an adjective, 
TRUTHFULLY is an adverb: Her statements are alt true. Her 
statements contain a great deal of truth. She is a truthful 
child. She spoke truthfully. 

true/-blue/’, adj. completely loyal or faithful: a true-blue 
friend. 

truf-fle (truffal) /‘trafol/ n. [count] 1. an edible fungus 
that grows underground. 2. a ball-shaped candy of soft 
chocolate with cocoa. 

truism (trõōo/iz am) /‘truwrzom/ n. [count] a self- 
evident, obvious truth, esp. a cliché: /t’s a truism that 
people think of themselves first. 

truely (trd0/lé) /'truwliy/ adv. 1. in accordance with truth; 
truthfully: Mozart was truly a brilliant composer. 2. ex- 
actly; correctly: able to quote the sonnet truly. 3. really; 
genuinely: I’m truly sorry | hurt your feelings. 4. (used at 
the end of a letter) sincerely: Yours truly, Jane and Mi- 
chael Banks. 

trump (trump) /tramp/ n. [count] 1. a. any playing card 
of a suit that for a time outranks the other suits. b. Of- 
ten, trumps. [plura the suit itself. 2. Informal. a fine 
person. —v. 3. to play or take (a card) with a trump: [7 
+ obj): He ted a queen and so she trumped it. [no obj): 
On the next round he trumped. 4. [~ + obj] to outdo; 
surpass; excel: Although the prosecutor seemed to have 
an advantage with her expert witness, the defense attor- 
ney trumped her by bringing in a more qualified expert. 
5. trump up, [~ + up + obj] to make up (an accusa- 
tion, etc.), esp. as a lie: They trumped up charges against 
him. 

trump’ card’, n. [count] 1. a card that is a trump. 2. 
something that gives a person a winning advantage: He 
was not able to persuade his bosses that the plan was 
good until he suddenly played his trump card—namely, 
that the president liked the idea; then it went through. 

trum-pet (trum/pit) /‘trampit/ n. 1. a brass wind instru- 
ment consisting of a tube curved once or twice around 
on itself and having a cup-shaped mouthpiece at one 
end and a wide bell at the other: [count]: a beautifut 
trumpet. {noncount): plays trumpet for the band. 2. 
[count] a sound like that of a trumpet. —v. 3. to blow a 
trumpet and produce a tone, etc.: [~ + obj]: She trum- 
peted the song. [no obj): She trumpeted for years in a 
jazz band. 4. to give out a loud, trumpetlike cry: [~ + 
obj): The elephant trumpeted a cry of warning. [no obj): 
elephants trumpeting. 5. to announce or make known 
loudly or widely: [~ + obj]: The president trumpeted his 
new plan. [used with quotations): “This will work!” he 
trumpeted. —trum/pet-er, n. [count] 

trun-cate (trung/kat) /‘tragkcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, 
-cat-ing. to shorten by or as if by cutting off a part: to 
truncate his essay by deleting a few lines. —trun-ca/- 
tion, 7. (noncount) 

trun-cheon (trun/chan) /'trantfon/ n. 
carried by a police officer; a billy. 

trun-dle (trun/dl) /‘trandl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. 1. to 
roll (something) along, esp. on a wheel or wheels: [~ + 
obj): He trundled the shopping cart down the street. [no 
obj): The overloaded bus trundled slowly down the road. 
2. [no obj] to move or walk in a rolling manner: The fat 
detective trundied out of the room. —n. [count] 3. a 
small wheel, roller, or the tike. 4. a truck or carriage on 
low wheels. —trun/dler, n. [count] 

trun’dle bed’, n. [count] a low bed on small wheels, 
usually pushed under another bed when not in use. 

trunk (trungk) /tragk/ n. [count] 1. the main stem of a 
tree. 2. a large sturdy box for clothes, personal effects, 
etc. 3. a large boxed area, usually in the rear of an auto- 
mobile, for holding luggage, etc. 4. the body of a person 
or an animal not inctuding the head and limbs; torso. 5. 
the long, flexible nose of the elephant. 6. the main chan- 
nel or line in a river, railroad, or other system. 7. trunks, 
[plura shorts worn by men chiefly for boxing, swim- 
ming, and track. 

truss (trus) /tras/ v. 1. to fasten, as with rope: [~ + obj 
(+ up)): The kidnappers had trussed hint (up) and left 
hin to die. [~ (+ up) + obj): to truss (up) the prisoners. 
2. to fasten with skewers, thread, or the like, as the 
wings and legs of a chicken before cooking: [~ (+ up) + 
obj): to truss (up) a chicken. [~ + obj (+ up): to truss 
the chicken (up). —n. [count] 3. a structural frame that 
functions as a beam to support bridges, roofs, etc. 4. a 
pad supported by a belt for supporting muscles affected 
by a hernia: He wore a truss until his hernia healed. See 
-TORT-. 


[count] a chub 
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trust (trust) /trast/ n. 1. [nonconnt] reliance on the 
goodness, strength, or ability of a person or thing; confi- 
dence: trust in government. 2. [noncount] confidence in 
future payment for goods received; credit: to selt mer- 
chandise on trust. 3. [noncount] the obligation on a per- 
son in authority: The president occupies a position of 
trust. 4. [noncount) charge, custody, or care: We left our 
valuables in her trust. 5. a legal relationship in which a 
person holds title to money, property, etc., for another: 
[noncount): The money was held in trust for her. [count]: 
Her parents set up a trust for her. 6. [count] an illegal 
combination of business companies in which many com- 
panies are controlled by a central board. —v. 7. to have 
trust or confidence in: [~ + obj): He didn’t trust the psy- 
chologist. [~ + into + obj}: She trusted to luck instead 
of studying for the test. 8. [~ + obj] to believe: I’m not 
sure } trust everything she says. 9. [~ + (that) clause] to 
expect confidently; hope: / trust that the job will soon be 
finished. 10. to permit to stay or go somewhere or to do 
something without fear: [~ + obj]: He doesn't trust them 
out of his sight. [~ + obj + to + verb): | wouldn't trust 
him to do that. —Idiom. 11. on trust, on faith: He 
took it on trust that you would not tell his secret. 

trustee (tru ste’) /tra'stiy/ n. [count], pl. -ees. 1. one 
whose job is to administer the affairs of a company, etc. 
2. one who holds property for another. 3. a country that 
administers a trust territory. —trust-ee’ship, n. Inon- 
count) 

trustful (trust/fal) /‘trastfol/ adj. full of trust. —trust/- 
ful-ly, adv. —trust/ful-ness, n. [noncount] 

trust’ fund’, n. [count] securities, etc., held in trust. 

trust’ ter/ritory, n. [count] a territory under the ad- 
ministration of a country in the United Nations. 

trust-wor-thy (trust/wir/the) /‘trast,wardiy/ adj. de- 
serving of trust. —trust/wor’thi-ness, n. [nonconnt] 

trusty (trus/té) /‘trastiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est, n., pl. -trust- 
ies. —adj. [before a noun] 1. able to be trusted; trust- 
worthy: my trusty friend. —n. [count] 2. one trusted, esp. 
a convict considered trustworthy and granted special 
privileges. 

truth (trooth) /truw0/ n., pl. truths (troothz, traoths). 1. 
[oncount] the actual state of a matter: Do you promise 
to tell the truth? 2. [noncount] the condition of conform- 
ing with fact or reality; verity: The detective was assigned 
to check the truth of the witness's statement. 3. [count] a 
fact. proposition, principle, or statement proven to be 
valid: mathematical truths. —Idiom. 4. in truth, in re- 
ality; in fact; actually: She looked like a typical American 
housewife living tn Moscow; in truth, she was a spy. 

truth-ful (trooth/fal) /‘truw@fol/ adj. 1. telling the truth, 
esp. aS one’s habitual behavior: a truthful child. 2. con- 
forming to truth; corresponding with reality: a truthful 
portrait. —truth/’ful-ly, adv. —truth/ful-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

try (tri) /tray/ v., tried, try-ing, n., pl. tries. —v. 1. to 
attempt to do or accomplish: [~ + to + verb]: He tried 
to run, but he soon got tired. [~ + verb-ing]: Try run- 
ning a mile a day. [no obj): You must try harder if you 
want to succeed. [~ + and + root form of verb]: We'll try 
and do that again. 2. to test the effect or result of: [~ + 
obj): He tried each button, but nothing worked. [~ (+ 
out) + obj): He tried (out) a new recipe for chicken. [~ 
+ obj (+ out): He tried it (out). 3. [~ + obj] to attempt 
to open (a door, etc.) to find out whether it is locked: He 
tried every door, one after the other. 4. [~ + obj] to 
sample or taste to evaluate or judge: to try a new food. 
5. [~ + obj] to examine and decide on something, as in 
a court of law, esp. to determine the guilt or innocence 
of (a person): The state tried him for murder. 6. [~ + 
obj] to put to a severe test: She is trying my patience 
with her chatter. 7. try on, to put on an article of cloth- 
ing to judge how well it fits: [~ + obj + on): Try this 
jacket on. [~ + on + obj): She tried on every jacket in 
the store. 8. try out, [no obj] to compete for a role, as 
by taking part in a test or trial: tried out for the swim 
team. —n. [count] 9. an attempt or effort: Weill give it 
another try. —Usage. Sometimes there is a difference 
in meaning when Try is followed by fo + verb as com- 
pared to when it is followed by verb-ing. One meaning of 
My friend tried to run five miles a day is that my friend 
made an attempt to run five miles a day but did not al- 
ways succeed in doing so. In the sentence My friend tried 
running five miles a day, the impression is that my friend 
did in fact run five miles a day, perhaps as a way of los- 
ing weight or staying (or getting) fit. 

try:ing (tring) /‘trayin/ adj. straining one’s patience 
and goodwill; irritating: He found her very trying at times. 
—try/ine-ly, adv. 
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try-out (trif7out’) /tray,awt/ u. [count] 1. a trial or test to 
see if something is strong enough or appropriate for 
some purpose: a good tryout for the car. 2. the perfor- 
mance of a play in preparation for an official opening. 

tryst (trist) /trist/ n. [count] an appointment for a meet- 
ing, esp. one made secretly by lovers. 

tsar (zar, tsar) /zur, tsur/ n. CZAR. 

tset/se (or tzet/ze) fly’ (tset/sé, tsé/tsé) /'tsetsiy, 'tsi- 
ytsiy/ n. [count] a bloodsucking African fly: Some tsetse 
flies cause sleeping sickness. Also called tset/se. 

T-shirt or tee shirt (t@/shiirt’) /'tiy,fsrt/ m [count] a 
lightweight, pullover shirt with short sleeves and a collar- 
less round neckline. See illustration at CLOTHING. Also 
called tee. 

tsp., an abbreviation of: 1. teaspoon. 2. teaspoonful. 

T square, n. [court] a T-shaped ruler having a short 
crosspiece that slides along the edge of a drawing board 
as a guide in making parallel lines, etc. 

tsunami (tsd6d nä/mē) /tsu'namiy/ n. [count], ph -mis. 
an unusually large sea wave produced by a seaquake or 
volcanic eruption under water. 

tub (tub) /tab/ a. [count] 1. a bathtub. 2. a broad, 
round, open container. 3. any of various small, usually 
round containers: a tub of butter. 4. an old, slow, or 
clumsy boat. 5. /nformal. a short and fat person. 

tueba (too’ba, tydo’-) /'tuwbə, 'tyuw-/ n. [count], pi 
-bas. a brass musical wind instrument with valves, hav- 
ing a low range. 

tub-by (tub/é) /'tabiy/ adj., -bi-er, -bi-est. short and fat. 

tube (toob, tyoob) /tuwb, tyuwb/ n., v, tubed, tub-ing. 
—i. [count] 1. a hollow, rounded, narrow piece of metal, 
glass, etc., used esp. for carrying liquids or gases: a short 
rubber tube. 2. a small collapsible cylinder sealed at one 
end, with a capped opening at the other end, from which 
a substance, as toothpaste, may be squeezed. 3. any 
hollow, rounded, narrow vessel or organ in the body: the 
bronchial tubes. 4. ELECTRON TUBE. 5. the tube, [singu- 
lar] Informal. television: What's on the tube tonight? 6. a 
rounded, narrow piece of clothing without sleeves, pock- 
ets, or closures, usually of stretch fabric, worn as a 
blouse, skirt, etc. 7. the tunnel in which an underground 
railroad runs. 8. Brit. susway (def. 1). —v. [no obj] 9. to 
float down a river on an inner tube. —Jdiom. 10. down 
the tube(s), into a state of failure or collapse: Alt his ef- 
forts went down the tube when the contpany went bank- 
rupt. —tube/less, adj. 

tueber (tod’bar, tyoo’-) /‘tuwbar, 'tyuw-/ nm. [count] a 
thick, fleshy underground stem, as a potato. —tu/ber- 
ous, adj. 

tu-ber-cle (too’bar kal, tydo’-) /‘tuwboarkal, 'tyuw-/ n. 
[count] a small rounded part sticking out Or growing out 
from a surface, as on a bone or the body. 

tu-ber-cu:lo-sis (too bur/kya l0/sis, tyoo-) 
/to,barkya'lowsis, tyu-/ n. [noncount]) an infectious dis- 
ease that usually affects the lungs, producing swelling. 
Abbr.: TB —tueber-cuclar (t66 biir’kya lar) /to'barkyolor/ 
tu-ber/cu-lous, adj. 

tub-ing (td0’bing, tyoo7-) /‘tuwbin, 'tyuw-/ n. [noncount) 
1. material in the form of a tube: glass tubing. 2. tubes 
thought of as a group. 3. the sport or recreation of float- 
ing down a river Or stream On an inner tube. 

tuebuelar (ta0’bya lar, tyoo’-) /‘tuwbyolor, 'tyuw-/ adj. of 
or relating to a tube or tubes. 

tuck (tuk) /tak/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to put into a small, close 
place: Tuck the money into your wallet. 2. to push in the 
loose ends or edges of so as to hold closely in place: [~ 
+ in + obj): Tuck in your blouse. [~ + obj + in]: Tuck 
your shirt in. 3. to cover snugly or tightly in or as if in 
this manner: [~ + obj]: She tricked the children into 
bed. [~ + in + obj): tucked in the children at bedtime. 
[~ + obj + in): tucked the children in aud read theni a 
story. 4. [~ + obj] to sew tucks in. 5. [~ + away + obj] 
iitformal. to eat or drink: to tuck away a big meal. —it. 
[count] 6. something tucked or folded in. 7. a fold sewn 
into cloth, as to make a tighter fit. 8. a crouching posi- 
tion in skiing in which the ski poles are held close to the 
chest. 9. Miformal. a plastic surgery operation: a turtuny 
tuck. 

tuck-er (tuk/ar) /‘takor/ v. Htformal. tucker out, to tire; 
exhaust: [~ + obj + out]: All this skiing will tucker the 
children out. [~ + out + obj): That long climb would 
tucker out anyone. 

-tude, suffix. -tude is attached to roots, esp. adjectives, 
to form nouns that refer to abstract ideas: apt + -tude ~ 
aptitude; gratitude; altitude. 

Tues. or Tue., an abbreviation of: Tuesday. 


Tues-day (td6z/da, -dé, tyooz/-) /'tuwzdey, -diy, 
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'tyuwz-/ n. the third day of the week, following Monday: 
[proper uoun): See you on Tuesday. [count]: Lets meet 
on the 23rd; that’s three Tuesdays from today. 

tuft (tuft) /taft/ n. [count] a cluster of small, straight but 
flexible parts, as hair, feathers, or leaves, close together 
at the base. —tuft/ed, adj. 

tug (tug) /tag/ v., tugged, tug-ging, n. —v. 1. to pull at 
with force or effort: [~ + obj]: He tugged his beard while 
he thought over the question. [~ + at + obj): to tug at 
his beard. 2. [~ + obj] to move (something) by pulling 
with force: She tugged the truttk into the closet. —n. 
[count] 3. an act or instance of tugging; pull. 4. TUGBOAT. 

tug-boat (tug/bdt’) /'tag,bowt/ m. [count] a small, pow- 
erful boat for towing or pushing ships, barges, etc. 

tug’ of war’, n. [count] 1. an athletic contest between 
two teams at opposite ends of a rope, each team trying 
to drag the other over a line. 2. any hard-fought struggle 
between any two opponents: a political tug of war be- 
tween the two factions within the party. 

turietion (tdo ish’an, tyoo-) /tuw'ifon, tyuw-/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the charge or fee for instruction: Tuition for 
college has risen far faster than inflation. 2. teaching or 
instruction. 

tuslip (to0/lip, tyoo’-) /‘tuwhp, 'tyuw-/ n. [count] 1. a 
plant of the lily family, having large, showy, bell-shaped 
flowers. 2. a flower or bulb of a tulip. 

tumeble (tum/bal) /'tambal/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. 
to (cause to) fall helplessly down; stumble: [no obj): She 
tuntbled down the stairs. [~ + obj): She tumbled the 
boxes down the stairs. 2. to roll end over end, or to flow 
over and down: [10 obj): The water turubled down the 
waterfall. [~ + obj]: The army tumbled rocks on top of 
the invaders. 3. [no obj) to fall or decline rapidly; drop: 
Prices on the stock exchange tumbled. 4. [no obj] to 
perform gymnastic feats. 5. to (cause to) fall suddenly 
from a position of authority; (cause to) be toppled: [no 
obj): to tumble from power. [~ + obj]: The revolutiona- 
ries tumbled the dictator from power. 6. to (cause to) fall 
in ruins; (cause to) collapse: [uo Obj): During the earth- 
quake, buildings tumbled. [~ + obj]: The earthquake 
tumbled bridges. 7. to roll about by turning one way and 
another: [no obj]: The clothes tumbled in the dryer. [~ 
+ obj): tumbled the clothes dry on low heat. 8. (no obj] 
to go, come, etc., in a fast, disorganized way: Tourists 
came tumbling out of the bus. —n. [count] 9. an act of 
tumbling. 10. a gymnastic feat. 11. an accidental fall; 
spill. 12. a drop in value, as of stocks. 13. a fall from a 
position of power: the tyrant’s long-awaited tumble from 
power. 

tum/ble-down’, adj. ruined; run-down; dilapidated: a 
tuntble-down old shack deep in the woods. 

tum-bler (tum/bler) /'tamblor/ m. [count] 1. one who 
performs acrobatic feats. 2. a part of a lock that allows 
the bolt to move. 3. a stemless drinking glass havirig a 
flat, often thick bottom: a few tumblers of strong whiskey. 

tum-ble-weed (tum/bal wéd’) /'tambal,wiyd/ n. [count] 
a plant with branching upper parts that become detached 
from the roots and are driven about by the wind. 
tumemy (tum/é) /‘tamiy/ n. [count], pl. -mies. Informal. 
the stomach or abdomen. 

tuemor (too’mear, tyoo7-) /‘tuwmar, 'tyuw-/ n. [count] an 
abnormal growth of cells in animal or plant tissue. Also, 
esp. Brit., tu’mour. —tu/mor-ous, adj. 

tusmult (too%mult, -malt, tyoo’-) /‘tuwmalt, -moalt, 
‘tyuw-/ a. 1. (count; usually singular] noisy commotion 
on the part of a mob; uproar: a loud tumult in the audi- 
toriunt before the concert. 2. [noncount) a condition of 
widespread disorder, as during a disturbance: a state of 
turuult folowing the war. 

tuemul-tu-ous (tò mul’chdo as, tyd6-) /to'maltfuwos, 
tyo-/ adj. [usually: before a noun) 1. full of tumult; up- 
roarious: a tumultuous welcome for the hero. 2. filled 
with disorder; turbulent: a tumultuous period in history. 
tuena (too’na, tyao’-) /'tuwna, 'tyuw-/ m, ph (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -na, (esp. for kinds or species) 
“nas. 1. [count] a large sea-dwelling food fish, including 
the albacore and yellowfin tuna. 2. [noncount] Also 
called tu/na fish’. the flesh of the tuna, used as food. 
tun-dra (tun/dra, tdon/-) /'tandra, ‘tun-/ a. [count], pl. 
-dras. a vast, nearly level, treeless plain of the arctic 
regions. 

tune (toon, ty6on) /tuwn, tyuwn/ i, v., tuned, tun-ing. 
—i. l. [count] a series of musical sounds forming a mel- 
ody: She whistled a happy tune. 2. [uoncount] the state 
of being in harmony: to be in tune. 3. [noncount] rela- 
tionship that is harmonious or agreeable; agreement: 
Her ideas were not in tune with mine. —v. 4. [~ + obj) 


to adjust (a musical instrument) to a pitch: [~ + obj (+ 
up)): to tuue a guitar (up). [7 (+ up) + obj): to tune (up) 
a guitar. 5. to adjust (a motor, etc.) so as to make it 
function properly: [~ + obj (+ up)]: to tune the engine 
(up). [~ (+ up) + obj): to tune (up) the engine. 6. tune 
in, to adjust a radio or television so as to receive (sig- 
nals, etc.): [no obj]: Tune in to our station next week. [~ 
+ in + obj): Tune in your favorite station. [~ + obj + 
in): to tune it in. 7. tune out, Slang. to stop paying at- 
tention to: [no obj]: Whenever her parents try to talk 
about schoo} to her, she just tunes out. [~ + obj + out): 
She just tunes them out. [~ + out + obj): to tune out 
her parents. —Idiom. 8. change one’s tune, to re- 
verse one’s opinions; change one’s mind: Heil change 
his tune when he sees how well our new proposal will 
work. 9. sing or whistle a different tune, to change 
one’s opinions in response to changes in Circumstances: 
whistling a different tune now that he’s unemployed. 10. 
to the tune of, in the amount of; for the cost of: repairs 
to the tune of several thousand dollars. 

tunesful (toon/fal, tydon’-) /‘tuwnfol, 'tyuwn-/ adj. full of 
melody; melodious. —tune/ful-ly, adv. —tune/ful-ness, 
n. {noncount] 

tune-less (toon/lis, tyoon’-) /‘tuwnlis, ‘tyuwn-/ adj. not 
melodious; not musical. —tune/less-ly, adv.: humming 
tunelessly. 

tun-er (tdd/nar, tyoo’-) /‘tuwnor, 'tyuw-/ n. [count] 1. a 
person or thing that tunes. 2. the portion of a radio or 
television receiver that captures the broadcast signal and 
feeds it to other circuits in the set. 

tune/-up’, n. [count] an adjustment, as of a motor, to 
improve working order or condition. 

tungsten (tung’stan) /‘tangston/ n. [noncount] a rare, 
bright gray, metallic element having a high melting point, 
used in electric light bulbs. 

tuenic (too/nik, tyoo/-) /‘tuwnik, 'tyuw-/ m. [count] 1. a 
coat worn as part of a uniform. 2. a gownlike outer gar- 
ment worn by the ancient Greeks and Romans. 3. a. a 
woman's straight upper garment, extending over the skirt 
to the hips. b. Also called tu/nic dress’. a dress styled 
like this. 

tun/ing fork’, n. [count] a steel instrument made of a 
stem with two prongs, producing a musical tone of a def- 
inite, constant pitch when struck: A tuning fork is used as 
a Standard for tuning musical instruments. 

Tueniesian (too né/zhan, -shan, tyoo-) /tuw'niy3zon, -fon, 
tyuw-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Tunis. —n. [count] 2. a 
person born or living in Tunis. 

tunnel (tun/l) /‘tanl/ n., v., -neled, -nel-ing or (esp. 
Brit.) -nelled, -nel-ling. —r. [count] 1. an underground 
passage, esp. one for trains or automobiles: Planning 
was underway to build a tunnel under the English Chan- 
nel. —v. 2. to make or dig out (a tunnel) through or un- 
der (something): [~ + obj]: to tunnel one’s way out of 
prison. (no obj): to tunnet out of prison. —tun/nel-er, 1. 
[count] 

tun/nel vi/sion, n. [noncount] 1. the ability to see only 
in a very narrow field of vision, as if looking through a 
tube, because of a condition in the retina of the eyes. 2. 
narrow-mindedness: the party's tunnel vision regarding 
women’s rights. 

-turb-, root. -turb- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “stir up.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: DISTURB, DISTURBANCE, IMPERTURBABLE, MASTURBATE, PER- 
TURB, PERTURBATION, TURBID, TURBINE, TURBO, TURBULENT. 

turban (tûr/bən) /'tarbon/ n. [count] 1. a man’s head- 
dress worn chiefly by Muslims in S Asia, made of a long 
cloth of silk, cotton, etc., wound around the head. 2. a 
headdress resembling this. 

tur-bid (turbid) /‘t3rbid/ adj. 1. not clear because of 
having been stirred up; clouded: turbid water. 2. con- 
fused; muddled; disturbed. See -TuRB-. 

tur-bine (tur/bin, -bin) /'tarbin, -bayn/ n. [count] a ma- 
chine having blades inside, driven by the pressure or 
thrust of a moving fluid, as steam, water, hot gases, or 
air: the helicopter's turbines. See -TURB-. 

tursbo (tûr/bō) /'tarbow/ n. [count], pl. -bos. 1. a tur- 
bine. 2. a car with a special attachment using a turbine 
to improve its power and efficiency. See -TuRB-. 

turebo-fan (tûr/bō fan’) /‘tarbow,faen/ n. FANJeET (def. 1). 
See -TURB-. 

tur-bo-jet (tur/bd jet’) /‘tarbow,d3et/ n. [count] 1. an 
engine equipped with turbines to compress air. 2. an air- 
plane equipped with one or more such engines. 

tursbot (tur/bat) /'tarbat/ n. [count], pl. (esp. when 
thougltt Of as a group) -bot, (esp. for kinds cr species) 
-bots. a flatfish having a diamond-shaped body. 
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tur-bu-lence (tûr/byə lans) /'tsrbyə ləns/ n. [noncount] 
1. a state of confusion, disorder, or tumult: the turbi- 
fence of the revolution. 2. a state in which water is made 
opaque because dirt has been stirred up: Turbulence 
prevented us from seeing clearly underwater. 3. swirling, 
uneven movement or motion in water or air: The car's 
forward motion creates turbulence. See -TURB-. 

tur-bu-lent (tûr/byə lant) /'tsrbyələnt/ adj. 1. being in a 
state of confusion, disorder, or tumult: turbulent times 
during the civil war; the turbulent sixties. 2. characterized 
by turbulence: turbulent waters. —tur/bu-lent-ly, adv. 
See -TURB-. 

tusreen (too rén’, tydo-) /tu'riyn, tyu-/ n. [count] a large, 
deep, covered dish for serving soup, stew, etc. 

turf (tdrf) /tarf/ n., pl. turfs, (esp. Brit.) turves (tûrvz) 
/tarvzi, v. —n. 1. a. [noncount) a layer of matted earth 
formed by grass and plant roots. b. [count] Chiefly Brit. a 
piece cut from this; sod. 2. [noncount] peat, esp. as ma- 
terial for fuel. 3. the turf, [count; usually singular) a. the 
track over which horse races are run. b. the sport of rac- 
ing horses. 4. [noncount] a. the neighborhood over 
which a street gang claims authority. b. a familiar area, 
as of residence or expertise: Chicago is his turf. Her turf 
was British literature. —v. [~ + obj) 5. to cover with turf 
or sod. 6. Brit. Informal. to remove from a desirable po- 
sition; expel; kick out. —turf/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

tur-gid (tûr/jid) /‘tard3id/ adj. 1. swollen. 2. (of lan- 
guage) pompous; overblown; bombastic: turgid prose. 
—tur-gid-i-ty (tar jid/i tē) /tor'd3iditiy/ n. (noncount] 
—tur’gid-ly, adv. 

Turk (tdrk) /tsrk/ n. [count] a person born or living in 
Turkey. 

turskey (tir’ké) /'tsrkiy/ n., ph -keys, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -key. 1. [count] a large North 
American bird of the pheasant family. 2. [noncount] the 
flesh of this bird, used as food: a dinner of turkey on 
Thanksgiving Day. 3. [count] Slang. a. a person or thing 
of little appeal or value: This car is a turkey; it’s con- 
Stantly breaking down. b. a naive, stupid, or inept per- 
son: You went out with that turkey?! c. a poor or unsuc- 
cessful play or movie; a flop. —Idiom. 4. talk turkey, 
informal. to talk frankly and directly: began to talk turkey 
about important issues. 

Turk-ish (tir/kish) /‘tsrkif/ adj. 1. of or relating to Tur- 
key. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by many of 
the people in Turkey. —n. [noncount] 3. the language 
spoken by many of the people in Turkey. 

Turk/ish bath, n. [count] a bath in which the bather, 
after sweating a great deal in a steam room, showers and 
has a rubdown. 

turemersic (tûr/mər ik) /‘tarmorik/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
powder prepared from the root of an Asian plant of the 
ginger family, used as a spice. 2. [count] the plant itself. 

turmoil (tdr/moil) /‘tsrmoyl/ n. a state of commotion, 
disorder, or disturbance: [count; usually singular]: Since 
she's been away the house has been in a turmoil. [non- 
count): Weve been in turmoit since the hostile takeover. 

turn (turn) /t3rn/ v. 1. to (cause to) move around on an 
axis or about a center; rotate: [~ + obj): to turn a wheel. 
[no obj): The wheel wouldn't turn. 2. to (cause to) move 
around or partly around: [~ + obj): to turn a key ina 
door. [no obj): The key turned in the lock. 3. to reverse 
the position or placement of: [~ + obj]: to turn a page. 
{no obj): The suspect turned and began to fire his gun. 
4. to direct, aim, or set toward: [~ + obj]: He turned his 
car toward the center of town. [no obj]: The car turned to 
the right and stopped. 5. [~ + obj] to bring the lower 
layers of (soil, etc.) to the surface, as in plowing: to turn 
the fields. 6. [~ + obj] to change the position or direc- 
tion of; move into a different position: to turn the handle 
one notch. 7. to change the focus or tendency of: [~ + 
obj): She turned the conversation to a topic that was 
more pleasant. [no obj): The conversation turned to 
more pleasant topics. 8. to change or alter the nature or 
appearance of; to (make something) become something 
else: [~ + obj + adjective]: Worry has turned his hair 
gray. [~ + obj + tofinto + obj): The heat turned the ice 
to water. [no obj): The neighborhood has turned into a 
stum. [no obj; ~ + adjective]: The milk turned sour. 9. 
to change the color of (leaves): [~ + obj]: The shorten- 
ing of daylight has turned the leaves. [no obj]: The leaves 
have begun to turn; they're now a beautiful yellow. 10. to 
(cause to) become sour or go bad: [no obj]: In the heat 
the milk turned. [~ + obj]: The hot air has turned the 
milk. 11. to (cause to) be affected with nausea, as the 
stomach: [~ + obj]: Violence turns her stomach. [no 
obj): My stomach turned at the thought of alt that vio- 
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lence. 12. to (cause to) be put or applied to some use or 
purpose: [~ + obj]: He turned his mind to more practi- 
cal matters. [no obj): His mind turned to practical 
matters. 13. to pass around: [~ + obj]: knew he was 
being followed, so he turned a corner and vanished. [no 
obj): He turned to the left and vanished. 14.[~ + noun] 
to reach or pass (a Certain age, etc.): He turned sixty last 
week. 15. [~ + obj] to shape (a piece of metal, etc.) into 
form with a cutting tool while rotating it on a lathe. 16. 
[~ + obj] to form or express gracefully: /n her letter writ- 
ing she really shows an ability to turn a phrase. 17. [~ + 
obj + oul/away] to cause to go; send; drive: She turned 
him away. 18. to (cause to) be persuaded to change or 
reorder the course of one’s life: [~ + obj]: He turned her 
to a life of crime. [~ + to + obj): She turned to a life of 
crime. 19. to (cause to) be angry (with) or betray: [~ + 
obj): to turn children against their parents. [no obj): They 
turned against their parents. 20. [~ + obj] to earn or 
gain: She turned a profit on the sale. 21. to twist out of 
position; wrench: [~ + obj]: He turned his ankte when 
he fell. [no obj): His ankle turned when he fell. 22. [~ + 
obj] to perform (a gymnastic feat) by rotating or revolv- 
ing: turned a somersault. 23. [~ + obj] to disorder the 
condition of: The crooks turned the apartment (upside 
down) looking for money. 24. [not: be + ~-ing; ~ + on/ 
upon + obj] to hinge or depend: The whole question 
turns on this point. 25. to direct one’s gaze, etc., toward 
or away from someone or something: [no obj]: His gaze 
turned slowly from the window to his visitor. [~ + obj): 
He turned his gaze toward her. 26. [no obj] to go to 
someone for help or information: to turn to a friend for a 
loan. 27. turn away, a. [no obj] to move the eyes away 
from someone or something: / offered her my hand, but 
she just turned away. b. to refuse to allow (someone) to 
enter: [~ + obj + away]: The guards turned us away. [~ 
+ away + obj): turned away anyone without an invita- 
tion. 28. turn down, a. to turn over; fold down: [~ + 
down + obj): to turn down (the sheets or blankets of} a 
bed. [~ + obj + down]: to turn the bed down. b. to 
lower in intensity; lessen: [~ + down + obj]: to turn 
down the heat in the classroom. [~ + obj + down]: to 
turn the heat down. c. to refuse or reject (a person, etc.): 
[~ + down + obj): They turned down your request for 
promotion. [~ + obj + down]: She asked him to marry 
her, but he turned her down. 29. turn in, a. to give 
(something) to someone in authority: [~ + in + obj): 
Turn in your badge and report to the office. [~ + obj + 
in]: turned his badge in. b. to inform on (someone): [~ 
+ obj + in): Someone turned us in. [~ + in + obj): 
He'd turn in his own mother if the reward was enough. c. 
[no obj] to go to bed; retire: Fm exhausted; I think Fil 
turn in. 30. turn off, a. to stop the flow of (water, etc.), 
as by Closing a faucet or valve: [~ + off + obj]: The 
electrician turned off the electricity to the house. [~ + 
obj + off}: The plumber turned the water off. b. to extin- 
guish (a light): [~ + of + obj]: Turn off the lights and 
go to bed. [~ + obj + off]: Turn the light off; it’s too 
bright. c. to exit (a road) and proceed in a different di- 
rection: [~ + off + obj]: to turn off the highway and take 
the locat road. [no obj): Turn off when you get to the 
exit. d. Slang. to disgust; to cause a feeling of dislike; to 
alienate: [~ + obj + Off]: Her manners turn me off. [~ 
+ off + obj): turned off everyone with her bad manners. 
31. turn on, a. to cause (water, etc.) to flow, as by open- 
ing a valve: [~ + on + obj): to turn on the gas. [~ + 
obj + on): to turn the gas on again. b. to switch on (a 
light): [~ + on + obj): Turn on a light; | can’t see. [~ + 
obj + on): Turn the lights on; | can't see. c. to put into 
operation; activate: [~ + on + obj): turned on the en- 
gine. [~ + obj + on]: She turned the engine on. d. [~ 
+ on + obj] to start suddenly to show: He just turned 
on the charm. ©. Slang. to persuade (a person) to take a 
narcotic drug: [~ + obj + on]: turned his friend on to 
LSD. [~ + on + obj): wanted to turn on the whole city 
by pouring LSD into the water supply. f. [no obj) Slang. 
to take a narcotic drug: to get a little marijuana and turn 
on. g. [~ + obj + on] Slang. to arouse the interest of: 
Architecture really turns her on. h. [~ + obj + on] 
Siang. to arouse sexually: When she walks into a room, 
she turns every man on. i. Also, turn upon. [~ + on + 
obj] to become suddenly hostile to: / don’t know what 
got her so angry, she’s even turning on her friends. 32. 
turn out, a. to extinguish (a light): [~ + ont + obj): 
Turn out the fight; it’s right in my eyes. [~ + obj + out]: 
Turn the lights out. b. to produce as the result of labor: 
[~ + ont + obj): The factory tums out fifty computers 
every hour. [~ + obj + out]: They sell them as fast as 
our factory can turn them out. c. [no obj) to become in 
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the end: How did things turn out? d. [~ + out + to + 
verb] to be found or known to be; prove to be: He turned 
out to be an enemy. 33. turn over, a. to move or be 
moved from one side to another: [no obj]: He mumbled 
in his sleep and turned over. [~ + obj + over]: She 
turned him over and got him out of bed. b. to put in re- 
verse position; invert: [~ + over + obj): The cat turned 
over the bow! of milk. [~ + obj + over]: The child 
turned the plate over. c. to transfer; give: [~ + over + 
obj): He went to the police and turned over the gun. [~ 
+ obj + over]: He turned the gun over to the police. d. 
to (cause to) start, as an engine: [no obj): The engine 
won't turn over; the battery is dead. [~ + obj + over): 
Turn the engine over. e. to think about; ponder: [~ + 
over + obj): turned over in his mind what she said to 
him. [~ + obj + over]: He kept turning the problem 
over in his mind. 34. turn up, a. to fold (material, etc.) 
up to alter a garment: [~ + up + obj]: to turn up a 
hem. [~ + obj + up): to turn a hem up. b. to (cause to) 
be uncovered or found: [no obj): Some new facts have 
just turned up. [~ + up + obj): turned up some new 
leads in the investigation. [~ + obj + up]: Did the de- 
tective turn anything up yet? c. to intensify or increase: 
[~ + up + obj): to turn up the vohime. [~ + obj + up): 
to turn the volume up loud. d. (no obj) to appear; arrive; 
happen: always believed that “something (good) will turn 
up.” e. [no obj) to be recovered: That old ring you lost; 
did it ever turn up? —n. (count) 35. a movement of par- 
tial or total rotation: a turn of the handle. 36. an act of 
changing position, etc., as by a movement around some- 
thing: a turn of the head. 37. [usually singular] a time 
for action: It's my turn to speak, so let me finish. See in 
turn and out of turn below. 38. an act of changing or re- 
versing course or direction. 39. a place where a road, 
etc., turns; bend: a turn in the road. 40. a single revolu- 
tion, as of a wheel: He gave the wheel a couple of sharp 
turns. 41. any change, as in nature or circumstances: 
She has suffered a turn for the worse in her tong battle 
with cancer. 42. the point or time of change: at the turn 
of the century (= when the century changed, as from 
1899 to 1900). 43. a passing of one thing around an- 
other, as of a rope around a mast. 44. a distinctive form 
of expression: a clever turn of phrase. 45. a short walk, 
ride, etc., Out and back, esp. by different routes. 46. 
one’s natural way of thinking or acting: She's of a lively 
turn of mind. 47. an act of service or disservice: She did 
me a good (bad) turn by (not) showing up for my speech. 
48. [usually singular] a nervous shock, as from fright: 
gave us quite a turn when she fell from the balance 
beam. —Idiom. 49. at every turn, constantly: She be- 
trayed us at every turn. 50. by turns, one after another; 
alternately: did their shopping and cleaning by turns. 51. 
in turn, in order of one following another: We shook 
hands in turn with each of the people on line. 52. out of 
turn, a. not in the correct order: He went out of turn and 
tried to push his way to the front. b. at an unsuitable 
time; unwisely; indiscreetly: He spoke out of turn. 53. 
take turns, to succeed one another in order: We took 
turns making breakfast. 54. turn one’s back on, [~ + 
obj] to abandon, ignore, or reject: She turned her back 
on her boyfriend and lef him for another. 55. turn the 
corner, to pass through a crisis safely: He was sick for 
months, but now he’s begun to turn the corner. 56. turn 
the tide, to reverse the course of events: The army was 
finally able to turn the tide and start pushing the invaders 
back. —turn/er, n. [count] 
turneaebout (tûrn/ə bout’) /tarna,bawt/ n. [count] 1. 
the act of turning in a different or opposite direction. 2. a 
change of opinion, loyalty, etc. 3. Chiefly Brit. MERRY-GO- 
ROUND. 
turn-around (tûrn/ə round’) /‘tarnd,rawnd/ n. [count] 
1. a change of allegiance or loyalty: /n the face of opposi- 
tion the president made a complete turnaround and re- 
versed his policies. 2. a change from loss to profit. 
turn-coat (turn/kot’) /'t3rn,kowt/ n. [count] one who 
changes to the opposite side, reverses principles, etc.; a 
renegade. 
turn-ing (tir/ning) /‘t3rnin/ nm. [count] 1. the act of a 
person or thing that turns. 2. an act of reversing posi- 
tion. 3. the place at which anything bends. 
turn/ing point’, n. (count) a point at which an impor- 
tant change takes place; a critical point: reached a turn- 
ing point in our relationship. 
turenip (tar/nip) /‘tarnip/ n. [count] the thick, edible, 
fleshy root of certain plants of the mustard family. 
turn-key (turn/ké’) /'tsrn,kiy/ n, pl. -keys, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. one who has charge of the keys of a prison; a 
jailer. —adj. (before a noun) 2. ready for occupancy 
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when turned over to the owner: turnkey housing. 3. 
ready to go into operation: a turnkey power plant. 

turn-off (tûrn/ôf/, -of/) /‘tarnof, -,of/ n. [count] 1. a 
small road that branches off from a larger one, esp. an 
exit off a major highway: The car was Stalled on the turn- 
off 2. an act of turning off. 3. Slang. something or 
someone that makes one lose excitement: /t was a com- 
plete turnoff to see her ex there. 

turn-out (tarn/out’) /tarn,awt/ n. [count] 1. the number 
of persons who come to an exhibition, party, etc.: a huge 
turnout at their first concert. 2. an amount produced: the 
turnout of the factory. 

turn-oever (tirn/d/var) /‘tsrn,owvor/ n. [count] 1. an act 
or result of turning over; upset. 2. movement of people, 
as customers, etc., into, out of, or through a place: a 
store with a large turnover. 3. the amount of business 
done in a given time. 4. the rate at which workers are re- 
placed: a high rate of turnover. 5. a baked pastry in 
which half the dough is turned over the filling and sealed. 
6. (in basketball or football) the loss of possession of the 
ball to the opponent, through a misplay or by breaking a 
rule. 

turn-pike (tirn/pik’) /‘tarn,payk/ n. [count] 1. a high- 
speed highway, esp. one maintained by tolls. 2. (for- 
merly) a barrier set across such a highway to stop pas- 
sage until a toll has been paid; tollgate. 

turnestile (tirn/stil’) /tarnstayl/ n. [count] a structure 
to stop passage until a charge is paid, or to record the 
number of people passing through: He put his token in 
the turnstile. 

turn-ta-ble (tirn/ta’bal) /‘tarn,teybal/ n. [count] the ro- 
tating disk that spins the record on a phonograph. 

tur-pen-tine (tûr/pən tin’) /'tarpan,tayn/ n. [noncount] 
a form of resin taken from trees and made into a chemi- 
cal having a very strong odor and a Strong, bitter taste, 
used as a solvent. 

tur-pi-tude (tir/pi td0d’, -tyood’) /‘tarpi,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ 
n. (noncount] wicked behavior or character: drunkenness 
and moral turpitude. 

turquoise (tdr/koiz, -kwoiz) /‘tarkoyz, -kwoyz/ n. 1.a 
mineral of copper and aluminum, colored greenish blue 
and cut as a gem: [count]: an exquisite turquoise. [non- 
count): a ring of turquoise. 2. [noncount] Also called 
tur’quoise blue’. a greenish blue or bluish green. 

tur-ret (tur/it, tur7-) /'tarit, 'tar-/ n. [count] 1. a small 
tower, usually forming part of a larger structure, as a cas- 
tle. 2. a domelike structure in which a gun is mounted. 

tur-tle (tart!) /‘tartl/ n. [count], pl. -tles, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -tle. 1. any of various water- and 
land-dwelling reptiles having the trunk enclosed in a 
shell. —Idiom. 2. turn turtle, to capsize or turn over 
completely. 

tur-tleedove (tur/t! duv’) /tsrtl,dav/ n. [count] a dove 
having a long tail. 

tur-tlesneck (tir/tl nek’) /‘tartlnek/ n. [count] 1. a 
high, close-fitting collar, appearing esp. on pullover 
sweaters. 2. a garment with such a neck. 

tusk (tusk) /task/ n. [count] an animal tooth developed 
to great length, usually one of a pair, as in the elephant. 
—tusked, adj. 

tus-sle (tus/al) /‘tasal/ v., -sled, -sling, n. —v. [no obj) 
1. to struggle roughly; wrestle; scuffle: They tussled on 
the playground. —n. (count) 2. a rough physical contest 
or struggle; scuffle. 3. any strong or determined struggle, 
conflict, etc. 

tu-te-lage (toot/! ij, tyoot7-) /‘tuwtlid3, 'tyuwt-/ n. [non- 
count) instruction; teaching; guidance. 

tu-tor (too/tar, tyao7-) /‘tuwtor, 'tyuw-/ n. [count] 1. one 
employed to instruct another, esp. privately. 2. a teacher 
of academic rank lower than instructor in some American 
universities and colleges. —v. 3. to act as a tutor to: [~ 
+ obj): She tutored several Japanese ladies in English. 
[no obj): She tutored as often as she could. 

tuctorrical (too tôr/ē əl, -tōr/-, tyd0-) /tuw'toriyal, 
-'towr-, tyuw-/ adj. 1. of or relating to tutors or to tutor- 
ing. —n. [count] 2. a special session of teaching or in- 
struction: a tutorial for graduate students. 

tut-ti-frut-ti (too7teé frõo/tē) /tuwtiy'fruwtiy/ n. [non- 
count) 1. a type of sweet food, esp. ice cream, flavored 
with a variety of fruits. 2. a synthetic flavoring combining 
the flavors of a variety of fruits. 

tusetu (td07td07) /'tuw,tuw/ n. [count], pi. -tus. a short, 
full skirt, usually made of several layers, worn by balleri- 
nas. 

tux (tuks) /taks/ n. [count] Informal. a tuxedo. 

tux-eedo (tuk sē/dō) /tak'siydow/ n. [count], pl. -dos. 1. 
Also called dinner jacket. a man’s jacket for semiforma! 
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evening dress. 2. a complete semiformal outfit, including 
this jacket and dark trousers: The groom wore a fancy 
tuxedo. 

TV or tv, an abbreviation of: television. 

twad-dle (twod/l) /‘twndl/ n., v., -dled, -dling. —n. 
[noncount) 1. foolish talk or writing. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
talk in a silly or foolish manner. —twad/dler, n. (count) 

twain (twan) /tweyn/ adj., n. two: Never the twain shalt 
meet (= Never the two shalt tneet, said of people or 
things that are in great disagreement). 

twang (twang) /twen/ v. 1. to (cause to) give out a 
sharp, vibrating sound, as the string of a musical instru- 
ment when it is plucked: [no obj]: The guitar string 
twanged. [~ + obj): He twanged the guitar string. —n. 
[count] 2. a sharp, ringing sound. 3. a sharp, nasal tone: 
He had a Boston twang in his accent. 
"twas (twuz, twoz; unstressed twaz) /twaz, twoz: Un- 
Stressed twaz/ contraction. a shortened form of it was. 
tweak (twék) /twiyk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to pinch and pull 
with a jerk and twist: to tweak someone's ear. 2. to pull 
or pinch the nose of, esp. gently. —n. [count] 3. an act 
or instance of tweaking: a playful tweak of the nose. 

tweed (twéd) /twiyd/ n. 1. [noncount} a rough, coarse 
wool cloth produced esp. in Scotland. 2. tweeds, [pluran 
garments made of this cloth. —tweed/’y, adj., -i-er, 
-i-est. 

‘tween (twén) /twiyn/ prep. contraction. a shortened 
form of between. 

tweet (twet) /twiyt/ n. [count] 1. a chirping sound, as 
that made by a small bird. —v. [no obj] 2. to chirp. 

tweet-er (twe/ter) /‘twiytor/ n. [count] a smalt loud- 
speaker designed for reproducing high-frequency 
sounds. 

tweez-ers (twé/zarz) /‘twiyzarz/ n. (plural; used with a 
singular or plural verb] a small tool of two pieces of 
metal joined at one end, used for plucking out hairs, 
etc.: a pair of tweezers; The tweezers are on the counter- 
top. 

twelfth (twelfth) /twelf0/ adj. 1. next after the eleventh; 
being the ordinal number for 12. 2. being one of 12 
equal parts. —n. [court] 3. a twelfth part, esp. of one 
(Y2). 4. the twelfth member of a series. 

twelve (twelv) /twelv/ n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, 
10 plus 2. 2. a symbol for this number, as t2 or XH. 3. a 
set of this many persons or things. —adj. [before a 
noun] 4, amounting to 12 in number. 

twen-ty (twen/te, twun/-) /‘twentiy, 'twan-/ n., pl. -ties, 
adj. —n. [count] 1. a cardinal number, 10 times 2. 2. a 
symbol for this number, as 20 or XX. 3. a set of this 
many persons or things. 4. a twenty-dollar bill. 5. twen- 
ties, the numbers from 20 through 29, as in referring to 
the years of a lifetime or of a century or to degrees of 
temperature: the roaring twenties; He's in his late twen- 
ties; temperature in the low twenties. —adj. [before a 
noun] 6. amounting to 20 in number. —twen/ti-eth, 
adj., n. (count) 

twen/ty-one’, n. BLacksack (def. 2a). 

twen/ty-twen/ty or 20-20, adj. having normal visual 
ability. 

twerp or twirp (twûrp) /tw3rp/ n. [count] Slang. a silly, 
foolish, stupid, insignificant, or despicable person. 

twice (twis) /tways/ adv. 1. two times: Our class meets 
twice a week. 2. on two occasions: We saw him twice, 
once on Saturday and once on his wedding day. 3. in 
twofold amount or degree: Ht costs twice as much money 
to fly to Los Angeles as it does to Chicago. 

twid-dle (twid/l) /‘twidl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. 1. to 
play with idly, esp. with the fingers; twirl: [~ + obj]: to sit 
and twiddle his thumbs. [no obj]: Quit twiddhing. —n. 
[count] 2. the act of twiddling; turn; twirl. —-Idiom. 3. 
twiddle one’s thumbs, to do nothing; be idle: The ad- 
ministration sits there twiddling its thumbs. 

twig (twig) /twig/ n. [count] a small, thin shoot of a 
wooden branch or stem. —twig’gy, adj., -gi-er, -gi-est. 

twilight (twit) /‘tway,layt/ n. [noncount)] 1. the soft 
light from the sky when the sun is below the horizon. 2. 
the period in the morning or evening during which this 
light prevails. 3. a period marking the end or close of 
something, as a career: the twilight of his career. —adj. 
[before a noun] 4. of or relating to twilight; dim; obscure. 
twill (twil) /twil/ n. [noncount] 1. a fabric made from 
cotton cloth. 2. a piece of clothing of this fabric. 
—twilled, adj. 

twin (twin) /twin/ n. [count] 1. either of two offspring 
born at one birth: fraternal twins or identical twins. 2. ei- 
ther of two persons or things closely resembling each 
other. —adj. [before a noun) 3. being a twin or twins: 
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twin sisters. 4. being two persons or things closely re- 
lated to each other. 5. being one of a pair; identical: twin 
towers. 6. made of two similar parts connected: a twin 
vase. 

twine (twin) /twayn/ n., v., twined, twin-ing. —n. [non- 
count] 1. a strong string composed of several strands 
twisted together. —v. 2. to insert with a twisting or wind- 
ing motion: [~ + obj]: She twined her fingers in her hair. 
[no obj): The weeds had twined around the fence. 3.[~ 
+ obj) to form by or as if by twisting together: to twine a 
wreath, 4. [~ + obj] to wreathe or wrap: They twined the 
arch with flowers. —twin/er, n. (count) 

twinge (twinj) /twind3/ n. [count] 1. a sudden, sharp 
pain: felt a twinge in his side. 2. a sudden, sharp feeling 
of distress; a pang: felt a twinge of guilt. 

twi-night (twi/nit/) /tway,nayt/ adj. of or relating to a 
baseball doubleheader that starts in the afternoon and 
continues into the evening. —twi/night/er, n. [count] 

twin-kle (twing/kal) /'twipkəl/ v., -kled, -kling, n. —v. 
[no obj] 1. to shine with a flickering gleam of light: Stars 
twinkled in the dark night sky. 2. to sparkle in the light: 
The diamond in her ring twinkled in the candlelight. 3. 
(of the eyes) to be bright with amusement, pleasure, etc.: 
His eyes twinkted merrily. —n. [count] 4. a flickering 
brightness or light. 5. [usually singular) amused or mis- 
chievous brightness in the eyes; sparkle. 6. [usually sin- 
gular, usually: the + ~) the time required for a wink; 
twinkling: /n the twinkle of an eye he was gone. 

twinekling (twing/kling) /‘twinklin/ n. [count] 1. an act 
of shining with gleams of light that seem to start and 
stop. 2. [usually singular; usually: the + ~) the time re- 
quired for a wink; an instant: in the twinkling of an eye. 

twirl (twirl) /twarl/ v. 1. to (cause to) rotate rapidly: [~ 
+ obj): The cheerleader twirled a baton. [no obj]: The 
baton twirted in the cheerleaders hands. 2. to turn 
quickly so as to face in another direction: [no obj): 
twirled around just in time to see her dashing out the 
door. [~ + obj]: He twirled her around on the dance 
floor. —n. [count] 3. an act or instance of twirling. 

twist (twist) /twist/ v. 1. [~ + obj] to combine, as sev- 
eral strands, by winding together; intertwine: twisted her 
sister's hair together to make a braid. 2. [~ + obj] to 
form by or as if by winding strands together: She twisted 
a French braid in her hair. 3. to change in shape, as by 
turning the ends in opposite directions: [~ + obj): to 
twist a paper chp. [no obj): Paper clips twist easily. 4. to 
turn so as to face in another direction: [no obj]: He 
twisted around to see who it was. [~ + obj]: He twisted 
his head around to see who was at the door. 5. to turn 
(something) from one direction to another, as by rotat- 
ing: [~ + obj]: He slowly twisted the doorknob. [no obj]: 
He watched as the doorknob slowly twisted. 6. to turn 
sharply or (cause to) be wrenched out of place; sprain: [~ 
+ obj): He felt and twisted his ankle. [no obj]: His ankle 
twisted and he cried out with pain. 7. to (cause to) be 
pulled, torn, or broken off by turning forcibly: [~ + obj 
+ off}: cliinbed the apple tree and twisted a few ripe ap- 
ples off for us. [~ + off + obj): | couldn't twist off the lid 
of the jar. [no obj; ~ + off}: The jar lid just wouldn't twist 
off. 8. to change the appearance of (the face, etc.) into 
something unnatural; contort: [~ + obj]: twisted her face 
into a wry smile. [no obj): His face twisted into a frown. 
9. [~ + obj] to distort the meaning of; pervert: accused 
us Of twisting his remarks. 10. [~ + obj; usually: be + 
~-ed] to cause to become abnormal, distorted, or 
warped: His mind was really twisted—he loved hurting 
small animals. 11. [no obj] to bend or turn in different 
directions: The road twisted and turned for about a mile. 
12. [no obj] to toss about, wiggle, or writhe, as if to get 
free of another: She tried to give him a hug, but he 
twisted away. —n. [count] 13. a sudden change in direc- 
tion; turn: several twists in the road. 14. anything formed 
by or as if by twisting. 15. the act or process of twining 
strands together. 16. an irregular bend; kink: some tight 
twists in her hair. 17. a sudden change of course, as of 
events in life or a literary work: the twists of fate. 18. a 
full turning or rotation of the body performed during a 
dive or vault. —-Idiom. 19. twist someone’s arm, to 
use force or persuasion on someone: / didn't want to go 
along with the idea, but they twisted my arm. 

twist-er (twis/tar) /‘twistar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that twists. 2. /nforrnal. a tornado. 

twit’ (twit) /twit/ v., twit-ted, twit-ting, n. —v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to ridicule (someone) about something embar- 
rassing: The media twitted the mayor about his granimar 
for weeks. —n. [count] 2. an act of twitting. 

twit,” n. [count] Informal. a foolish or stupid person. 
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twitch (twich) /twitf/ v. 1. to (cause to) move with a 
sudden, jerking motion, as a part of the body: [no obj): 
He lay there twitching as the drug took effect. (~ + obj): 
He twitched his arm. 2. to tug or pull at with a quick, 
short movement: [~ + obj]: Someone twitched my coat 
sleeve. [no obj): to twitch at his coat sleeve. 3. (no obj) 
to ache with a sharp, shooting pain: His arm twitched 
with pain. —n. (count) 4. a quick, jerky, uncontrolled 
movement of the body or of some part of it, as a muscle. 
5. a mental twinge, as of pain, conscience, etc.; a pang: 
a twitch of conscience. 

twit-ter (twit/ar) /‘twitor/ v. 1. (no obj] to make a num- 
ber of short, rapid, high-pitched sounds, as a bird does: 
birds twittering in the trees. 2. to talk lightly and rapidly; 
chatter: [no obj): twittering about the usual gossip. (used 
with quotations): “Well!” and “Heavens, no?” they all be- 
gan twittering when he told them about the librarians se- 
cret love life. —n. (count) 3. an act of twittering. 4. a 
twittering sound. 5. [usually singular] a state of fluttering 
excitement: were all in a twitter at his visit. —twit/terey, 
adj. 

"twixt (twikst) /twikst/ prep. a shortened form of betwixt. 

two (tdo) /tuw/ n., pl. twos, adj. —n. (count) 1. a cardi- 
nal number, 1 plus 1. 2. a symbol for this number, as 2 
or Il. 3. a set of this many persons or things. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun] 4. amounting to two in number. —Idiom. 
5. in two, into two separate parts, as halves: The cake 
was cut in two. 6. put two and two together, to reach 
the correct and obvious conclusion: Putting two and two 
together, they came up with the murderer. 

two/-bit’, adj. Informal. 1. costing 25 cents. 2. inferior 
or unimportant: a two-bit actor in a two-bit play. 

two/-by-four’, adj. (before a noun] 1. two units thick 
and four units wide, esp. in inches. 2. Informal. lacking 
adequate space; cramped: a small, two-by-four room. 
—n. (count) 3. a piece of timber measuring 2 by 4 in. (5 
x 10 cm) in cross section when untrimmed: A two-by- 
four is actually equal to t% by 3% in. (4.5 X 9 cm) when 
itis trinimed and used in construction. 

two/-faced’, adj. 1. having two faces. 2. given to de- 
ceiving; hypocritical: He's a two-faced liar. —two/-fac’- 
ed-ly, adv. 

two-fer (tõo/fər) /‘tuwfor/ n. [count] a coupon good for 
the purchase of two items for the price of one. 

two/-fist/ed, adj. 1. ready for physical combat. 2. 
strong and vigorous. 

tworfold (adj. td0/fdld’; adv. -fdld’) / adj. 'tuw,fowld; 
adv. -'fowld/ adj. 1. having two elements or parts. 2. 
twice as great or as much; double. —adv. 3. doubly. 

two/-ply’, adj. made of two thicknesses, layers, strands, 
or the like: two-ply knitting yarn. 
two-some (td0’sam) /'tuwsom/ n. [count] 1. two to- 
gether; a couple. 2. a golf match between two persons. 
two/-time’, v. [~ + obj], -timed, -timeing. /formal. 1. 
to be unfaithful to (a lover or spouse): He was two-tiniing 
her for years. 2. to double-cross. —two/-tim/er, n. 
[count] 
two/’-way/’, adj. [before a noun] 1. moving or providing 
for or allowing movement in opposite directions: two-way 
traffic. 2. involving two groups or participants: a two-way 
political race. 3. demanding responsibilities or obliga- 
tions on the part of both parties: Marriage is a two-way 
street. 4. capable of both receiving and sending signals: 
a two-way radio. 5. capable of being used in two ways. 
twp., an abbreviation of: township. 

TX, an abbreviation of: Texas. 

-ty, suffix. -ty is attached to adjectives to form nouns that 
name or refer to a state or condition: able + -ty ~ abil- 
ity; certain + -ty ~ certainty; chaste + -ty ~ chastity. 

ty-coon (ti koon’) /tay'kuwn/ n. [count] a businessper- 
son of great wealth and power. 
ty-ing (ti7ing) /‘tayin/ v. pres. part. Of TIE. 
tyke or tike (tik) /tayk/ u. (count] 1. a child, esp. a 
small boy. 2. any small child. 
tym-pa-ni (tim/pə nē) /‘timponiy/ n. TIMPANI. —tym/ pa. 
nist, uv. [count] 
type (tip) /tayp/ u., v, typed, typ-ing. —r. 1. [count] a 
class or category of things or persons sharing character- 
istics: people of a criminal type. 2. (cout; oten: ~ + of) 
a person, animal, or thing thought of as a member of a 
class or group; a kind; a sort: This dog is a type of ter- 
rier. What is your blood type: A, B, O, or AB? 3. [count] a 
person thought of as being typical of a certain line of 
work, manner of behavior, etc.; a perfect example of: a 
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civil service type. 4. a. [count] a block with a raised char- 
acter on its surface that, when fixed into a press and 
coated with ink, prints an impression of the character on 
paper. b. [noncount] such blocks thought of as a group. 
c. [Noncount] a printed character or printed characters: a 
headline in large type. —v. 5. to write on a typewriter; 
typewrite: [no obj): She can type very fast. [~ + obj): 
She typed the whole paper by herself. [~ + obj + up): 
She typed the paper up and sent it off. (~ + up + obj): 
I'll type up the report. 6. [~ + obj] to figure out the type 
of (a blood or tissue sample): He went to the Red Cross 
blood drive area and typed his blood before donating. 
—Idiom. 7. be not one’s type, to be the kind or sort 
of (person) one does not enjoy: She's pretty in a glamor- 
ous sort of way, but she’s just not my type. See -TYPE-. 

-type-, root. -type- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “impression.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: ARCHETYPE, ATYPICAL, PROTOTYPE, STEREOTYPE, 
TYPE, TYPICAL, TYPIFY, TYPOGRAPHY. 

type-cast (tip’kast’) /tayp,kawst/ v. [~ + obj], -cast, 
-cast-ing. to cast (an actor) in a role that matches the 
actors physique, personality, etc.: typecast as the 
smooth-talking villain in a dozen or more filnis. 

type-script (tip’skript’) /‘tayp,skript/ n. 1. [count] a 
typewritten copy of a piece of writing. 2. [noncount] type- 
written matter. See -TYPE-, -SCRIB-. 

type-set-ter (tip’set/ar) /‘tayp,setor/ n. (count) 1. one 
who sets type, as on a machine. 2. a typesetting ma- 
chine. —type’set’, v. [~ + obj], -set, -set-ting. 
type-writ-er (tip’ri/ter) /‘tayp,raytor/ n. [count] a ma- 
chine for writing in characters similar to printers’ types by 
pressing the letters of a keyboard: You can type much 
faster on an electric typewriter than on an old manual 
one. 

ty-phoid (ti/foid) /‘tayfoyd/ n. [noncount] Also called 
ty’phoid fe’ver. a disease with high fever and diar- 
rhea, spread by contaminated food or water. 

ty-phoon (ti fon’) /tay'fuwn/ n. [count] 1. a cyclone or 
hurricane of the tropical areas of the W Pacific and the 
China seas. 2. a violent storm of India. 

ty-phus (ti/fos) /‘tayfos/ n. (noncount) a serious infec- 
tious disease carried by lice and fleas, with exhaustion, 
headache, and an eruption of reddish spots on the body. 
Also called ty’phus fe/’ver. 

typ-i-cal (tipi kəl) /‘tipikal/ adj. 1. of or relating to a 
type; being a representative example: a typical family. 2. 
characteristic of a person or group of persons, animals, 
or things: his typical mannerisms. [H + be + ~ + off: It 
was typical of him to give a twenty-minute speech. 
—typ/i-cal-ly, adv. See -TyPE-. 

typ-i-fy (tip’a fi”) /'tipo fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 
to serve as a typical example of; exemplify: a hero who 
typified courage. —typ-irfi-ca-tion (tip’a fi kā/shən) 
/ tipofi'keyfon/ n. Lnoncount] See -TYPE-. 

typ-ist (ti/pist) /‘taypist/ n. [count] one who operates a 
typewriter. 

ty-po (ti/pd) /‘taypow/ n. [count], pl. -pos. Informal. an 
error in printing resulting from a mistake in typing: Just 
get rid of those typos and your paper is ready. See 
-TYPE-. 

ty-pog-ra-phy (ti pog’ra fē) /tay'pngrofiy/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the art or process of printing with type. 2. the 
general character or appearance of printed matter. —ty- 
po-graph-i-cal, (ti/pa graf/i kal) /,taypa'grefikol/ ty’po- 
graph/ic, adj. —ty’po-graph/i-cal-ly, adv. See -TYPE-, 
-GRAPH-. 

ty-raneni-cal (ti ran/i kəl, ti-) /ti'raenikal, tay-/ also tys 
ran/nic, adj. of or relating to tyranny; oppressive: a ty- 
rarinical king. —ty-ran/ni-calely, adv. 

tyr-an-nize (tir’a niz’) /'tira,nayz/ v., -nized, -niz-ing. to 
rule tyrannically: (~ + obj]: to tyrannize his countrymen. 
[no obj): to tyrarinize over the country. 

tyr-aneny (tirə nē) /'tironiy/ rn., pl. -nies. 1. (nonconnt] 
the use of power that has no limits or bounds; abuse of 
power: the tyranny of totalitarian government. 2. [count] 
the government or rule of a tyrant: tyrarinties of dictators 
through the years. 3. (uoucount] a condition of severity 
or harshness: the tyranny of nature. 

tyrant (ti/rant) /‘tayront/ n. [count] one who uses 
power cruelly Or unjustly. 

ty-ro or tiero (ti7rd) /‘tayrow/ n. (count), pl. -ros. a be- 
ginner in learning anything; novice. 

tzar (zar, tsar) /zur, tsar/ ri. CZAR. 


U, u (yoo) /yuw/ n. [count], pl. U's or Us, u's or us. the 
24st letter of the English alphabet, a vowel. 

U., an abbreviation of: 1. union. 2. unit. 3. university. 4. 
unsatisfactory. 

u-biq-ui-tous (yoo bik/wi tas) /yuw'bikwitos/ adj. being 
or found everywhere, at the same time: Earth's ubiqui- 
tous atmosphere. —u-biq/ui-tous-ly, adv. —u-biq/uity, 
n. (noncount) 

U-boat (yoo/bot’) /‘yuw,bowt/ n. [count] a German sub- 
marine. 

u.c., an abbreviation of: uppercase. 

ud-der (ud/ar) /'adər/ n. (count) a baggy gland on fe- 
male goats and cows from which milk is produced. 

UFO (yo0/ef’6’; sometimes yoo’fd) /'yuw'ef'ow; some- 
times 'yuwfow/ n. [count], pl. UFOs, UFO's. an uniden- 
tified flying object; any unexplained moving object seen 
in the sky, esp. one held to be from beyond the Earth. 

U-gan-dan (ydo gan’dan, 06 gän/dän) /yuw'gwendon, 
uw'gandan/ adj. 1. of or relating to Uganda. —n. [count] 
2. a person born or living in Uganda. 

ugh (òm, uk, u, 66; spelling pron. ug), interj. (used to 
show disgust, horror, or the like): Ugh! That food's 
spoiled. 

ugly (ug/le) /‘agliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. very unattrac- 
tive or displeasing in appearance: an ugly fence of 
barbed wire. 2. disagreeable; unpleasant: ugly weather. 
3. frightful; dreadful: an ugly wound. 4. hostile; quarrel- 
some: an ugly mood. —ug/iieness, n. (noncount) 

uh (u, un), interj. (used to express hesitation, doubt, or 
to make a pause): Uh, I’m not so sure | want to go. 

UHF or uhf, an abbreviation of: ultrahigh frequency. 

U-kraineiean (yoo krā/nē an) /yuw'kreyniyon/ adj. 1. of 
or relating to Ukraine. 2. of or relating to the language 
spoken by many of the people in Ukraine. —n. 3. [count] 
a person born or living in Ukraine. 4. [noncount] the lan- 
guage spoken by many of the people in Ukraine. 

ukulele or ukelele (yoo’ka la/lé, 50/-) /,yu- 
wko'leyliy, ,uw-/ n. [count], pl. -les. a small, guitarlike 
musical instrument often used in Hawaiian music. 

ul-cer (ul/sar) /‘alsor/ n. [count] a sore, as on the skin, 
mouth, or stomach lining, bringing with it the disintegra- 
tion of tissue, and often the formation of pus. 

ul-cer-ated (ul’sa rā/tid) /‘alsa,reytid/ adj. affected with 
an ulcer. —ul-cerea-tion (ul’sa ra’shan) /,alsa'reyfan/ n. 
[noncount] 

-ult-, root. -ult- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “beyond; farther.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: PENULTIMATE, ULTERIOR, ULTIMATE, ULTIMA- 
TUM, ULTRA. 

ult., an abbreviation of: ultimate. 

ul-te-risor (ul tēr/ē ar) /al'tioriyor/ adj. [before a noun] 
intentionally kept concealed: His ulterior motive was to 
enrich himself. See -utt-. 

ul-tiemate (ul/ta mit) /‘altomit/ adj. (before a noun} 1. 
last; furthest or farthest: an ultimate destination. 2. deci- 
sive; conclusive; highest: the ultimate authority. 3. most 
extreme: the ultimate sacrifice. 4. final; total: the ulti- 
mate cost. 5. unequaled or unsurpassed; best: the ulti- 
mate vacation. —n. {noncount; the + ~] 6. the final 
point or result. 7. a fundamental fact or principle. 8. the 
finest or most superior of its kind; the best: This apart- 
ment is the ultimate in luxury. —ul/tiemate-ly, adv. See 
-ULT-. 

ultimatum (ul/ta ma/tam, -mä/-) /,alta'meytam, 
-'ma-/ n. [count], pl. -tums, -ta (-tə) /-to/. a final de- 
mand issued by one side in a dispute, that if rejected will 
lead to the ending of talks and the use of force. See 
-ULT-. 

ultra (ul/tra) /‘altra/ adj. going beyond what is usual or 
ordinary; excessive; extreme. See -uULT-. 

ultra-, prefix. 1. ultra- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “located beyond, on the far side of:” ultra- 
violet. 2. ultra- is also used to mean “carrying to the fur- 
thest degree possible, on the fringe of:” wltralef; ultra- 
modern. 3. ultra- is also used to mean “extremely:” 
ultralight. 4. ultra- is also used to mean “going beyond 
normal or customary bounds or limits:” u/tramlicroscope, 
ultrasound, ultrastructure. 

ul-tra-con-serv-a-tive (ul/tra kan sûr/və tiv) /,altrok- 
on'sarvativ/ adj. 1. very or extremely conservative, esp. 
in politics. —n. [count] 2. an ultraconservative person. 

ultra-high (ul/tra hi’) /,altra'thay/ adj. extremely high. 

ultrahigh fre’quency, n. [noncount) any radio fre- 
quency between 300 and 3000 megahertz. Abbr.: UHF. 
ul-trasmaerine (ul/tra ma rén/) /,altromo'riyn/ adj. 1. of 


a deep blue color. 2. beyond the sea. —n. {noncourt) 3. 
a deep blue color. 

ultramodern (utra mod/arn) /,altra'mndarn/ adj. 
very advanced in ideas, design, etc. 

ul-trassonsic (ul/tra sonik) /,altra'snnik/ adj. of, relating 
to, or making use of ultrasound. —ul/tra-son/i-cal-ly, 
adv. 

ul-trassound (ul/tra sound’) /‘altro,sawnd/ n. [noncount] 
1. sound with a frequency greater than 20,000 tiz, close 
to the upper limit of human hearing. 2. Med. the applica- 
tion of ultrasonic waves to methods of diagnois or of 
healing, as in deep-heat treatment of a joint. 

ul-tra-vieo-let (ul/tra vi/a lit) /,altra'vayalit/ adj. 1. re- 
lating to light having wavelengths shorter than visible 
light but longer than x-rays. 2. producing or using light 
having such wavelengths: an ultraviolet lamp. Compare 
INFRARED. —n. {noncount] 3. ultraviolet radiation. See 
-ULT-. 

um-ber (um/bar) /‘ambor/ n. (noncount) 1. brown earth 
used as a pigment. 2. the color of such a pigment; dark 
dusky brown or dark reddish brown. —adj. 3. of the color 
umber. 

um-bil-iecal cord (um bili kal) /am'biltkal/ n. (count) a 
cordlike structure connecting the unborn baby or fetus 
with the mother’s placenta during pregnancy, bringing 
nourishment from the mother and removing wastes. 

um-brage (um/brij) /‘ambrid3/ n. {noncount) offense: 
displeasure: fo take umbrage at someone's rudeness. 

um-brel-la (um brela) /am'brela/ n. (count), pl. -las. 1. 
a light, circular cover for protection from rain, snow, or 
sometimes hot sun, made of a frame of fabric supported 
by thin ribs that come out of the top of a carrying stick or 
handle. 2. something that protects from above, as mili- 
tary aircraft over ground forces. 3. something, as an or- 
ganization or policy, that includes a number of groups or 
elements. —adj. [before a noun) 4. applying to a number 
of similar elements or groups at the same time: an um- 
brella insurance policy. 

um-laut (d6m/lout) /‘umlawt/ n. [count] a mark (") used 
as a marker over a vowel, as 4, 6, ti, to indicate a vowel 
sound different from that of the tetter without the mark, esp. 
as used in German. 

ump (ump) /amp/ n., v. tnformal. UMPIRE. 

umpire (um/pi°r) /‘Ampay?r/ n., v., -pired, -pir-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a person who rutes on the plays in a game. 2. 
a person appointed to settle disputes about rules or to 
make a judgment on differences in a dispute. —v. 3. to 
act as umpire in (a game): {~ + obj}: to umpire a base- 
ball game. {no obj): He umpired for the league. 4. [~ + 
obj) to decide (a dispute) as umpire. 

ump-teen (ump/tén’) /‘amp'tiyn/ adj. {before a nour] 
Informal. innumerable; many: She came to his office 
umpteen times but never really listened to his advice. 
—ump-teenth/, adj. 

un-', prefix. un- is used very freely to form adjectives and 
the adverbs and nouns formed from these adjectives. It 
means “not,” and it brings negative or opposite force: 
unfair, unfairly, unfairness; untfelt; unseen; unfitting; un- 
formed, unheard-of; unrest; unemployment. 

un-*, prefix. 1. un- is attached to verbs, and means “a 
reversal of some action or state, or a removal, a taking 
away, Or a release”: unbend; uncork; unfasten. 2. un- is 
also attached to some verbs to intensify the meaning: 
unloose (= let loose with force). 

UN or U.N., an abbreviation of: United Nations. 

un-asbashed (un/a basht/) /ano'bæft/ adj. not abashed; 
not ashamed. —uneaebashed-ly (un/a bash/id lē) 
/ana'bafidliy/ adv. 

un-a-bated (un/a ba/tid) /,ana'beytid/ adj. without stop- 
ping; without losing force: The flood waters rose una- 
bated. 

unearble (un a/bal) /an'cybol/ adj. {be + ~ + to + 
verb] lacking the necessary power, ability, competence, 
time, etc., to accomplish some act: He's unable to Swin. 

un-a-bridged (un/a brijd’) /,ano'brid3d/ adj. 1. not 
made short: an unabridged novel. —n. (count) 2. an un- 
abridged dictionary. 

unsac-cept-a-ble (un/ak sep/ta bal) /,anwk'septobol/ 
adj. not accepted; not meeting a standard: an unaccept- 
able excuse. —un/ac-cept/a-bly, adv. 


unaccompanied to unbridled 


un-ac-com-pa-nied (un/a kum/pa néd) 
/,ana'kamponiyd/ adj. 1. not accompanied; alone. 2. not 
accompanied by a musical instrument, esp. a piano. 

un-ac-count-a-ble (un/a koun/ta bal) /,ano'kawntabal/ 
adj. 1. impossible to account for or explain; very surpris- 
ing: an unaccountable lapse in taste. 2. not responsible: 
was held unaccountable for the accident. —un/ac- 
count/asbly, adv. 

un-ac-count-ed (un/a koun/’tid) /,ano'kawntid/ adj. not 
explained: [be + ~ + for]: The missing finds are still 
unaccounted for. 

un-ac-cus-tomed (un/a kus/tamd) /,ana'kastamd/ adj. 
1. not used to: unaccustomed to hardships. 2. uncom- 
mon; unexpected: an unaccustomed delay. 

un-ac-knowl-edged (un/ik nol/ijd) /,anik'nolid3d/ adj. 
1. not given proper credit: an unacknowledged hero. 2. 
not accepted or admitted as real: unacknowledged fears. 

uneaedorned (un/a dérnd’) /,ana‘dornd/ adj. not deco- 
rated; plain. 

un-a-dul-ter-at-ed (un/a dul/ta ra’tid) 
/,ana'dalta,reytid/ adj. 1. not adulterated; clean; pure. 2. 
complete; utter: unadulterated nonsense. 

un-ad-vised (un/ad vizd’) /,anod'vayzd/ adj. 1. unin- 
formed: an wnadvised choice of career. 2. imprudent; ill- 
advised: an unadvised hastiness. 

un-af-fect-ed (un/ə fek/tid) /,ana'fektid/ adj. 1. sincere; 
genuine: unaffected grief. 2. not affected by change. 

un-aefraid (un/a frad’) /,ano'freyd/ adj. [be + ~(+ of) 
not afraid. 

un-al-ter-aeble (un/ol/tar ə bl) /,an'oltarabl/ adj. that 
cannot be altered: an unalterable decision. —uneal/ter- 
a-bly, adv. 

un-am-big-u-ous (un/am big’yd6 as) /,anam'bigyuwos/ 
adj. not ambiguous; clear; exact. —un/am-big/u-ousely, 
adv. 

un-A-emersiccan (un/a mer/i kən) /,ano'merikon/ adj. 
not thought of as being typical of American values, 
standards, etc. 

usnansiemous (yoo nanə mas) /yuw'nenomos/ adj. 1. in 
complete agreement; of one mind. 2. showing complete 
agreement: a unanimous vote. —u-nasnimeicty (yoo/ns- 
nimi tē) /,yuwno'nimitiy/ n. Cnoncount) —u-nan/i- 
mous-ly, adv. See -UNI-. 

un-an-nounced (un/a nounst/) /,ano'nawnst/ adj. 1. 
held or done without notice given beforehand: an unan- 
nounced visit. —adv. 2. without notice given beforehand: 
arrived unannounced. 

un-an-swer-arble (un an/sar a bal) /an'ænsərəbəl/ adj. 
1. not having a known or discoverable answer: an unan- 
swerable question. 2. not open to argument: unanswera- 
ble proof. 

un-ap-proach:-a-ble (un/a pro’cha bal) 
/,ana'prowtfabal/ adj. 1. that cannot be approached; un- 
reachable: Floods made the village unapproachable. 2. 
very distant; unfriendly: an unapproachable manner. 

unarmed (un armd’) /an'armd/ adj. 1. being without 
weapons or armor: an unarmed police officer. 2. not 
having claws, thorns, scales, etc., aS animals or plants. 
un-asshamed (un/asshamd?/) /,ano'feymd/ adj. 1. [be + 
~+ off} not filled with guilt or shame: He was una- 
shamed of what he had done. 2. not concealed or hid- 
den: the unashamed pursuit of money. —uneasshameed- 
ly (un’a sha/mid lē) /,ano'feymidliy/ adv. 

un-asked (un askt’) /an'wskt/ adj. 1. not asked: an un- 
asked question. 2. not asked for: giving unasked advice. 
—adv. 3. without having been asked: arrived unasked at 
the party. 

un-as:sail-aeble (un/a sa/la bal) /,ana'seylobal/ adj. 1. 
not open to attack: an unassailable fortress. 2. that can- 
not be denied or disputed: an unassailable truth. 
un-as-sist-ed (un/a sis/tid) /,ana'sistid/ adj. 1. done or 
accomplished without assistance. —adv. 2. without assis- 
tance. See -sist-. 

un-asesum-ing (un/a sd0/ming) § /,ana'suwmin/ 
modest; not pretentious: an unassuming manner. 
un-at-tached (un/a tacht/) /,ano'tawtft/ adj. 1. not at- 
tached. 2. not associated with any particular group, or- 
ganization, or the like; independent. 3. not engaged, 
married, or involved with another. 

uneat-tend-ed (un/a ten/did) /,ana'tendid/ adj. [leave + 
obj + ~} alone; not supervised: blamed the parents for 
leaving the children unattended all day. 

un-at-trac-tive (un/a trak/tiv) /,ano'traktiv/ adj. 1. not 
appealing to look at: an unattractive color. 2. not desira- 
ble: an unattractive offer. See -TRAC-. 

un-austhor-ized (un 6/tha rizd’) /an'o0o,rayzd/ adj. not 


adj. 
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authorized; not having been given permission or author- 
ity to do something: unauthorized entry into the nuclear 
facility. 

un-a-vail-aeble (un’a va/la bal) /anə'veyləbəl/ adj. 1. 
that cannot be obtained or bought: For weeks sugar was 
unavailable. 2. [be + ~] not accessible: She is unavail- 
able at the moment. —un-a-vailea-bil-isty (un/a va/la- 
bili tē) /,ana,veyla'bilitiy/ n. Lnoncount) 

un-a-vaileing (un/a va/ling) /,ana'veylin/ adj. having no 
effect; futile: unavailing efforts. —un/a-vail/ingsly, adv. 

un-arvoidearble (un/a voi’da bal) /,ano'voydabal/ adj. 
unable to be avoided; inescapable: an unavoidable delay. 
—un/a-void/a-bly, adv.: Weve been unavoidably de- 
tained. 

un-aeware (un/a war’) /,ano'weor/ adj. 1. not aware; not 
knowing about (something): [be + ~ + of}: | was una- 
ware of your problem. [be + ~ + (that) clause]: | was 
unaware that you were sick. —adv. 2. unawares: The at- 
tack caught the enemy unaware. 

uneaewares (un/a warz’) /,ano'weorz/ adv. without 
warning; unexpectedly; without being prepared: to take 
someone unawares. 

un-bal-anced (un balfanst) /an'balonst/ adj. 1. lacking 
balance or the proper balance. 2. lacking steadiness and 
soundness of judgment; mentally disturbed: unbalanced 
behavior. 3. (of an account) not adjusted so that money 
owed and money earned are equal. 

unebar (un bar’) /an'bar/ v. [~ + obj], -barred, -bar- 
ring. to remove a bar from; unbolt: Unbar the gate. 
un-bear-a-ble (un bar’a bal) /an‘'bearabal/ adj. that 
cannot be endured, suffered through, or tolerated; un- 
endurable; intoierable: unbearable pain. —un-bear/a- 
bly, adv. 

un-beat-a-ble (un be/ta bal) /an'biytaboal/ adj. 1. that 
cannot be beaten or defeated: an unbeatable team. 2. of 
the best; excellent: unbeatable prices. 

un-beat-en (un bét/n) /an'biytn/ adj. 1. not beaten: un- 
beaten eggs. 2. not defeated or never defeated: an un- 
beaten team. 3. not walked on: unbeaten paths. 

un-be-com-ing (un/bi kum/ing) /,anbi'kamip/ adj. tak- 
ing away from one’s appearance, Character, or reputa- 
tion; unattractive or unseemly: an unbecoming hat; un- 
becoming language. 

un-be-known (un/bi non’) /,anbi'nown/ also un-bee 
knownst (un/bi nōnst/) /,anbi'nownst/ adj. [~ + toj 
being without one’s knowledge: Unbeknown(st) to me, 
the train had left. 

un-be-lief (un/bi lēf/) /,anbi'liyf/ n. [noncount] unwill- 
ingness or inability to believe, esp. in matters of religious 
faith. —unebe-lieveer (un/bi lē/vər) /,anbi'liyvor/ n. 
[count] 

un-be-lievea-ble (un/bi lē/və bəl) /,anbi'liyvabol/ adj. 1. 
too unlikely to be believed: Your story is unbelievable. 2. 
extraordinary; impressive: unbelievable luck. —un/be- 
liev’a-bly, adv. 

un-bend (un bend’) /an'bend/ v., -bent, -bend-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) straighten from a bent form or position: [~ + 
obj): to unbend the crooked bar. [no obj): He slowly un- 
bent after stooping. 2. [no obj] to become less formal; 
relax: gradually unbent and even told a joke. 

un-bend-ing (un ben/ding) /an'bendin/ adj. 1. not 
bending; inflexible; rigid. 2. refusing to give in, yield, or 
compromise: an unbending attitude during the negotia- 
tions. 

un‘bieased (un bifast) /an'bayost/ adj. not biased or 
prejudiced; impartial. Also, esp. Brit., un-bi/assed. 

un-bid-den (un bid’n) /an'bidn/ also unebid (un bid7) 
/an'bid/ adv. 1. not ordered or commanded; not wished 
for consciously; spontaneous: The thought came to his 
mind unbidden. 2. not asked or summoned; uninvited. 

un-bind (un bind’) /an'baynd/ v. [~ + obj], -bound, 
-bind-ing. 1. to release from ropes, ties, or restraint; set 
free. 2. to unfasten; untie. 

un-blush-ing (un blush/ing) /an'blafin/ adj. 1. showing 
no shame or regret; shameless: wnbiushing greed. 2. not 
blushing. —uneblush/inesly, adv. 

un-born (un born’) /an'born/ adj. 1. still to appear; fu- 
ture: unborn generations. 2. not yet born: an unborn 
child. —n. the unborn, [plural] 3. fetuses still in the 
womb. 

un-bound-ed (un boun/did) /an'bawndid/ adj. 1. having 
no limits or bounds: the unbonnded universe. 2. unre- 
strained; not held back: his unbounded enthusiasm for 
his job. 

un-bowed (un boud’) /an'bawd/ adj. 1. not bowed or 
bent. 2. not giving in to defeat; not dominated or ruled. 

unebriedled (un brid/id) /an'braydld/ adj. 1. not re- 
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Strained; not held back; uninhibited: unbridled enthusi- 
asm. 2. not fitted with a bridle: an unbridled horse. 

un-bro-ken (un brd/kan) /an'browkan/ adj. 1. not bro- 
ken; whole; intact: an unbroken window. 2. not inter- 
rupted; not disturbed: unbroken sleep. 3. not tamed, 
such as a horse: an unbroken spirit. 

un-bur-den (un btir/dn) /an'bsrdn/ v. [~ + obj] to free 
from a burden: to unburden a horse; uriburdened herself 
of her worries. 

un-buteton (un but/n) /an'batn/ v. [~ + obj] to unfasten 
or undo the buttons of (a piece of clothing). 

un-called-for (un k6ld/f6r/) /an'kold,for/ adj. not right; 
unfair; unwarranted; improper: an uncalled-for criticism. 

un-caneny (un kan/é) /an'keniy/ adj. 1. Having or 
seeming to have a supernatural or unexplained basis: ex- 
traordinary: to shoot with uncanny accuracy. 2. mysteri- 
ous; causing fear or dread: Uncanny sounds filled the 
house. 

un-careing (un kar/ing) /an'kearin/ adj. not showing 
concern or care for others: an uncaring attitude toward 
the poor. 

un-ceas-ing (un sé@/sing) /an'siysin/ adj. not stopping; 
continuous: unceasing noise. —un-ceas/ing-ly, adv. 

un-cer-e-mo-ni-ous (un/ser ə mō/nē as) /,ans- 
ero'mowniyəs/ adj. 1. sudden and abrupt; hasty or rude: 
an unceremonious ouster. 2. without formalities; infor- 
mal: an uncerernonious welcome. —un/cer-e-mo/ni- 
ousely, adv. 

un-cer-tain (un stir/tn) /an'sartn/ adj. 1. not known 
precisely; not fixed: The size of the deficit is uncertain. 2. 
not confident or assured; hesitant: an uncertain smile. 3. 
not clearly determined; unknown: a manuscript of uncer- 
tain origin. 4. likely to change; unstable: The weather 
pattern for the next few days is uncertain. —un-cer/tain- 
ly, adv. —un-cer/tain-ty, n., pl. -ties. [roncount}: He 
Showed uncertainty of manner. (count): life's uncertain- 
ties. 

un-chal-lenged (un chal/anjd) /an'tfalond3d/ adj. 1. 
accepted without argument or debate: an unchallenged 
decision. —adv. 2. without argument: My decisions went 
unchallenged. 3. not questioned: crossed the border un- 
challenged. 

un-changed (un chanjd/) /an't{eynd3d/ adj. not having 
changed. 

un-chang-ing (un chan/jing) /an'tfeynd3in/ adj. not 
changing; staying the same: unchanging good humor. 

un-char-ac-ter-is-tic (un/kar ik tə ris/tik) /,ankzrik- 
to'ristik/ adj. not characteristic or typical: spoke with un- 
characteristic passion. —un/char-ac-ter-is/tic-al-ly, 
adv. 

un-char-ieta-ble (un char/i tə bal) /an'tferitabal/ adj. 
not having or showing charity; callous. —un-char/i-ta- 
bly, adv. 

un-chart-ed (un char/tid) /an'tfartid/ adj. not shown or 
located on a map; unexplored: uncharted wilderness. 

un-checked (un chekt’) /an'tfekt/ adj. 1. not slowed 
down, prevented, or stopped: unchecked population 
growth. —adv. 2. without being prevented, slowed down, 
or stopped: The epidemic spread unchecked. 

un-cirecum:-cised (un siir’kam sizd’) /an's3rkom,sayzd/ 
adj. 1. not circumcised. 2. not Jewish; gentile. 

un-civeil (un siv’al) /an'sivol/ adj. impolite; rude: an un- 
civil remark. 

un-civeislized (un siv’a lizd’) /an'siva,layzd/ adj. not 
civilized or cultured; barbarous: an uncivilized tribe. 
un-clad (un klad’) /an'klad/ v. 1. a pt. and pp. of un- 
CLOTHE. —adj. 2. naked; nude; undressed. 

un-clasp (un klasp’) /an'klesp/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to undo 
the clasp or Clasps of; unfasten: to unclasp the buckles. 
2. to release or relax (from) the grasp: unclasped her 
hands. 

un-cle (ung/kel) /‘ankal/ n. [count] 1. a brother of one’s 
father or mother. 2. an aunts husband. —Idiom. 3. 
say or cry uncle, [no obj] to admit defeat. 

unclean (un klén’) /an'kliyn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. not 
clean; dirty. 2. morally impure: unclean thoughts. —une 
clean/ly, adv. —un-clean/ness, n. (noncount) 
un-clear (un klēr) /anklior/ adj. 1. [be + ~] not obvi- 
ous: The reasons were unclear. 2. poorly or badly ex- 
plained: unclear instructions. 3. hard to see through: un- 
clear water. 4. [be + ~} not having understanding: 
unclear about your meaning. 

Un’cle Sam/ (sam) /sæm/ n. [proper nonn) a name 
used to represent the government or people of the U.S.: 
Uncle Sam is usually represented as a tall, lean man with 
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white chin whiskers, wearing a blue coat, red-and-wltite- 
striped trousers, and a top hat with a band of stars. 

Un/cle Tom/, n. (count) Disparagirig and Offensive. a 
black person who is thought of as being too submissive 
to whites. 

un-cloak (un klōk/) /an'klowk/ v. [~ + obj] to reveal; 
expose: to uncloak a scheme. 

un-clog (un klog’, -kl6g/) /an'klog, -'klog/ v., -clogged, 
-clog-ging. to (cause to) become free of something 
blocking: [~ + obj): to unclog a drain. (no obj): The 
drain won't 1nclog. 

un-clothed (un kldthd’) /an'klowdd/ adj. not wearing 
clothes. 

un-com-fort-a-ble (un kumf/ta bəl, -kum/fər tə-) 
/an'kamftobol, -'kamfortə-/ adj. 1. causing discomfort or 
distress; irritating; painful: uncomfortable shoes. 2. expe- 
riencing discomfort; uneasy: uncomfortable with the idea 
of fame, —un-com/fort-aebly, adv. See -Fort-. 

un-com-mit-ted (un/kə mitZid) /,anka'mitid/ adj. not 
pledged to a specific course of action or cause: uncom- 
mitted party delegates. See -mit-. 

un-com-mon (un kom/sn) /an'komon/ adj., -er, -est. 1. 
not common; unusual; rare. 2. more than the usual in 
amount or degree. 3. exceptional; outstanding. —un- 
com/monly, adv.: an uncommonly good student. 

un-com-murni-cas-tive (un/ka myédd/ni kə tiv, -kā/tiv) 
/,anka'myuwnikotiv, -,keytiv/ adj. not eager or willing to 
talk or communicate; reserved; reticent. 

un-com-plain-ing (un/kam planing) /,ankom'pleynin/ 
adj. not complaining; patient; stoic. —un’com-plain/- 
ingsly, adv.: doing his work uncompiainingly. 

un-com:-pre-hend-ing (un’kom pré hend/ing) /,anko- 
mpriy'hendin/ adj. showing a lack of understanding; baf- 
fled: an uncomprehending stare. —un’com-pre-hend/- 
ing-ly, adv. See -PREHEND-. 

un-com-pro-mis-ing (un kom/pra mi/zing) 
/an’kompro,mayzin/ adj. 1. not allowing compromise; 
not giving in. 2. not changing one’s belief or loyalty to a 
principle, point of view, etc. See -mis-. 

un-con-cealed (un/ken séld’) /,ankon'siyld/ adj. not 
hidden; plain and obvious: his unconcealed hatred for 
her. 

un-con-cern (un/kan sûrn/) /,ankon's3rn/ n. [(noncoung 
absence of concern; indifference. —un/con-cerned/, 
adj. 

un-con-di-tioneal (un/kan dish’e nl) /,ankon'difonl/ adj. 
not limited by conditions; absolute: unconditional surren- 
der. —un/con-di/tion-al-ly, adv. 

un-con-scion-a-ble (un kon/sha nə bal) 
/an'konfanabol/ adj. 1. not held back by conscience; un- 
scrupulous: unconscionable deeds. 2. excessive: spent 
an unconscionable amount of money. —un-con/scion-a> 
bly, adv. 

un-con-scious (un kon/shas) /an'konfos/ adj. 1. having 
lost consciousness: was unconscious from the blow. 2. 
not noticed at the level of awareness: an unconscious im- 
pulse. 3. done unintentionally: an unconscious insult. 
—n. [noncount; the + ~) 4. the part of the mind that a 
person is rarely aware of but that has an important influ- 
ence on behavior. —un-con/scious-ly, adv. —un-con/- 
scious-ness, n. (noncount) 

un-conesti-turtion-al (un’kon sti tõōō/shə nl, -tyoo/-) 
/,ankonsti'tuwfonl, -'tyuw-/ adj. not constitutional; not 
authorized by, or not consistent with, a constitution, esp. 
the U.S. Constitution. See -stit-. 

un-con-trol/la-ble (un’kan trō/lə bəl) ~—/,ank- 
on'trowlabol/ adj. 1. that cannot be controlled or pre- 
vented (from doing, moving, etc.): uncontrollable twitch- 
ing of the eyelid. 2. not yielding to authority; 
unmanageable: an uncontrollable mob. —un/con-trol/’- 
lacbly, adv. 

un-con-venstion-al (un/kən = ven’sho nl) /,ank- 
on'venfonl/ adj. not conventional; not bound by or fol- 
lowing convention or what is considered proper or nor- 
mal: an unconventional use of color. —un/con-ven/tion- 
ally, adv. See -vEN-. 

un-con-vinced (un/kan vinst’) /,ankan'vinst/ adj. [1su- 
ally: be + ~} not convinced; not persuaded that some- 
thing is correct or true: unconvinced of their honesty. 
un-con-vinesing (un/ken vin/sing) /,ankon'vinsin/ adj. 
not convincing; not persuasive: The arguments were nn- 
convincing. —un/con-vine/ing-ly, adv. 

un-cool (un kdl’) /an'kuwl/ adj. Slang. 1. not self- 
assured: He felt very uncool with these people. 2. not ac- 
ceptably aware or sophisticated: thinks it’s uncool to 
flaunt wealth. 
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un-co-op-er-a:tive (un/kō op/ar ə 
Lankow'poparativ/ adj. unwilling to cooperate. 

un-co-or-di-nat-ed (un/kO 6r/dn atid) 
/,ankow'ordn,eytid/ adj. 1. not coordinated; awkward: 
uncoordinated dancers. 2. not organized and joined up 
with other parts to make a whole: an uncoordinated 
canipaigit. 

un-cork (un kOérk’) /an'kork/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to remove 
the cork from. 2. Informal. to release: uncorked a knock- 
out punch. 

un-count-a-ble (un kounta bal) /an'kawntabol/ adj. 1. 
larger in number than can easily or possibly be counted: 
a sky of uncountable stars. 2. (of a noun) that cannot be 
counted: An uncountable noun does not have a plural 
form because it is thought of as a mass, (like sand, or 
furniture) or because it is considered abstract, (like cour- 
age). —Usage. In this dictionary, uncountable nouns 
are called noncount and have the label [noncount] be- 
fore them. 

un-count-ed (un koun/tid) /an'kawntid/ adj. 1. not 
counted. 2. very many; innumerable. 

un-courple (un kup/al) /an'kapol/ v., -pled, -pling. to 
disconnect: [no obj]: The train cars uncoupled automati- 
cally. [~ + obj]: The train crew uncoupled the boxcar. 

un-couth (un kdcth’) /an'kuw0/ adj. 1. lacking manners 
or grace; oafish: an uncouth lout. 2. rude, uncivil, or 
boorish: uncouth language; uncouth behavior. 

un-coveer (un kuv/ar) /an'kavor/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to re- 
move the cover or covering from. 2. to lay bare; disclose; 
reveal: uncovered a deadly płot. 

un-crit-iecal (un kriti kal) /an'kritrkal/ adj. too accept- 
ing; not willing to judge or form an opinion. 

un-cross (un kros/’, -kros’) /an'kros, -'kros/ v. [~ + obj) 
to change from a crossed position: crossed and un- 
crossed his legs. 

unc-tueous (ungk/chdo as) /‘anktfuwos/ adj. showing a 
false or pretended concern or interest; insincerely ear- 
nest: gave the new boss an unctuous greeting. —unc/tu- 
ously, adv. —unc/tu-ous:ness, n. (noncount) 

unecut (un kut/) /an'kat/ adj. 1. not cut. 2. not short- 
ened or condensed: an uncut film. 3. in the original 
form; not shaped by cutting: uncut diamonds. 4. not di- 
luted; with nothing added; pure: uncut heroin. 

un-daunt-ed (un dôn’tid, -dan’-) /an'donttd, -'dan-/ adj. 
not discouraged; not held back or worried by danger. 

un-de-cid-ed (un/di si/did) /,andi'saydid/ adj. 1. having 
the result in doubt: The contest was still undecided. 2. 
not having one’s mind made up: undecided about where 
to shop. —n. [count] 3. a person who is undecided. 
un-de-mand:ing (un/di man/ding) /,andi'mexndin/ adj. 
1. not asking for or demanding much: an undemanding 
child who was happy with simple toys. 2. not requiring 
much, as effort or work: He had an undemanding job. 
un-de-mon-stra-tive (un/da mon/stra tiv) 
/,ando'monstrativ/ adj. not showing emotion, as affec- 
tion, openly; reserved; not responsive: an undemonstra- 
tive family. —un/de-mon/strastiverly, adv. 
un-de-niea-ble (undi nia bəl) /,andt'nayabol/ adj. 1. 
clearly true or real: undeniable evidence of arson. 2. Ob- 
viously excellent: her undeniable artistic talent. —un/de- 
niZaebly, adv. 

un-der (un/der) /‘andor/ prep. 1. beneath and covered 
by: She stood under a tree. 2. below the surface of: They 
swami under water. 3. at a point lower than: He got a 
bump just under his eye. 4. in the position of trying to 
carry, support, endure, sustain, etc.: to sink under a 
heavy load. 5. beneath the cover or disguise of: regis- 
tered under a false name. 6. beneath the heading of: 
Classify the books under “Fiction.” 7. below in degree, 
amount, etc.; less than: These books were purchased urt- 
der cost. 8. below in rank: A corporal is under a leuter- 
ant. 9. working for; controlied by the authority, influence, 
or guidance of: studied violin under a great master. 10. 
in accordance with; following: under the provisions of the 
law. 11. during the administration or reign of: Those 
laws were passed under President Linco. 12. in the 
State or process of: under construction; a bridge under 
repair, —adv. 13. below or beneath something: Go over 
the fence, not under. 14. beneath the surface of water: 
was held under by the seaweed. 15. in a lower degree, 
amount, etc.: selling shirts for $25 and under. 16. in a 
lower position or condition. 17. go under, [10 Obj] a. to 
give in; succumb; yield. b. to fail in business: His dry 
cleaning business went under. —adj. 18. located be- 
neath or on the underside: the nuder threads of embroi- 
dery. 19. lower in position. 20. lower in degree, amount, 
rank, etc.: Children seven or under get in free. 21. being 
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in a state of unconsciousness: The patient was under 
during the surgery (= The patient was unconscious be- 
cause of the effect of the anesthetic). 

under-, prefix. 1. under- is attached to nouns and 
means: “a place or situation below or beneath:” under- 
brush; undertow. 2. under- is also used to mean “lower 
in grade, rank, or dignity:” undersheriff; understudy. Sk 
under- is also attached to adjectives to mean “of lesser 
degree, extent, or amount:” undersized. 4. under- is also 
used to mean “not showing enough; too little:” underfed. 

un-der-aechieve (un/der ə chév’) /,andora'tfiyv/ v. [no 
obj], -acchieved, -a-chiev-ing. 1. to perform below the 
possibility or potential that one possesses as shown by 
tests of one’s mental ability. 2. to perform below 
expectations; achieve less than that which is expected. 
—un/der-a-chiev/er, n. [count] 

un-der-age (un/dar aj’) /,andor'cyd3/ adj. being below 
the legal or required age. 

un-derearm (un/dər arm’) /‘andor,arm/ adj. 1. of, lo- 
cated, or made for using under the arm or in the armpit: 
an underarin deodorant. —n. [count] 2. the armpit. 

un-der-belely (un/dar bel’é) /‘andor,beliy/ n. [count], pl. 
-lies. 1. the lower abdomen. 2. the underneath part of 
an animal behind the chest. 3. the lower surface; under- 
side: the underbelly of an airplane. 4. a vulnerable area: 
a drug aimed at the underbelly of the disease. 

un-der-bid (un/dar bid’) /,andor'bid/ v., -bid, -bid-ding. 
to bid less than the bid of (another bidder), esp. in seek- 
ing a contract: [~ + obj]: to underbid a competitor. [no 
obj): They underbid and lost the contract. 

un-der-brush (un/dər brush’) /'andər,braf/ n. [non- 
count} shrubs, small trees, bushes, low vines, etc., grow- 
ing under the large trees in a wood or forest. 

un-der-car-riage (un/dər kar/ij) /‘andor,kartd3/ n. 
[count] 1. the supporting framework underneath a vehi- 
cle, such as an automobile or trailer; the structure to 
which the wheels, tracks, or the like are attached or fit- 
ted. 2. the portions of an aircraft below the body. 

un-der-charge (v. un/der chärj/; n. un/dər charj’) / v. 
Andar'tfard3; n. ‘andor,tfard3/ v., -charged, -charg 
ing, n. —v. 1. to charge (a purchaser) less than the 
proper or fair price: [~ + obj): She must have under- 
charged me. [no obj): to undercharge for a service. —n. 
(count) 2. a charge or price less than is proper or cus- 
tomary. 

un-der-classeman (un/der klas/mən) /,andor'klaesmon/ 
n. (count), pl. -men. a freshman or sophomore in a sec- 
ondary school or college. 

un-der-clothes (un/dər kl6z’, -klGthz’) /'andor,klowz, 
-klowdz/ also un-eder-clothsing (un/dar klō/thing) 
/andor klowoin/ n. [plural] UNDERWEAR. 

un-der-coat (un/dor k6t’) /‘andor,kowt/ n. [coun] 1. a 
paint, sealer, or the like specially prepared for use under- 
neath a finishing coat. 2. a coat of such paint or sealer 
applied under the finishing coat. 

undercover (un/der kuv/ər, un’der kuv/-) /,and- 
ar'kavoar, ‘andor, kav-/ adj. [before a noun) 1. secret: an 
undercover investigation. 2. working to get confidential 
or secret information: an undercover agent. —adv. 3. 
getting secret information, such as a spy: He was working 
undercover for the FBI. 

un-der-cur-rent (un/dor kûr/ənt, -kur/-) /‘Andor,k3ront, 
-kar-/ n. [count] 1. a current, such as of air or water, 
that flows below the upper currents or surface. 2. a hid- 
den tendency or feeling that is typically the opposite of 
what is publicly shown: an undercurrent of suspicion be- 
hind the kind words. 

un-der-cut (un/der kut/) / ,andor'kat / v. [~ + obj), 
-cut, -cut-ting. 1. to cut under or beneath. 2. to weaken 
or destroy the impact or effectiveness of; undermine: 
They undercut all his efforts to reform the system. 3. to 
offer goods or services at a lower price or rate than (a 
competitor). 

un-der-de-vel-oped (un/dar di vel/apt) = /,ando- 
rdt'velopt/ adj. 1. improperly developed; not developed 
enough. 2. (of a photographic negative) less developed 
than is normal, so as to produce a relatively dark picture 
that does not show good contrast. 3. DEVELOPING (def. 2): 
underdeveloped countries. 

un-der-dog (un/dar dôg’, -dog’) /'andor,dog, -,dng/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who is expected to lose in a contest 
or conflict. 2. a victim of social or political injustice; 
someone always treated unfairly. 

un-der-done (un/der dun’) /'andor'dan/ adj. 1. not 
cooked enough. 2. rare: likes meat underdone. 

un-der-em:-ployed (un/dər em ploid’) /,andarem'ployd/ 
adj. 1. working or employed at a job that does not fully 
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use one’s skills or abilities. 2. employed only part-time 
when one is available for full-time work. —un/der-em- 
ploy’ment, rı. [noncount] 

un-der-es-ti-mate (v. un/dor es/ta mat’; n. -mit, -mat/) 
/ v. ,andor'esto,meyt; n. -mit, -,meyt/ v., -mat-ed, -mat- 
ing, 1. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to estimate at too low a value, 
rate, or the like: fo underestimate the costs; to underesti- 
mate an employee. —n. [count] 2. an estimate that is 
too low. —un-der-es-tiemastion (un/dər es/ta ma/shan) 
/,andor,esta'meyfan/ nu. [count]: an underestimation of 
the impact on costs. [noncount): guilty of some minor 
underestimation. 

un-der-ex-pose (un/dar ik sp6z/) /,andorik'spowz/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -posed, -pos-ing. to expose (a photograph or 
image) either to too little light, or to enough light but for 
too short a period. See -pos-. 

un-der-foot (un/dar fd6t’) /,andor'fut/ adv. 1. under the 
foot or feet: felt the thorns underfoot. 2. in the way: That 
dog is always getting underfoot. 

un-der-garement (un/dər gär/mənt) /‘andor,garmoant/ 
n. [count] an article of underwear. 

un-der-go (un/dar gd’) /,andor'gow/ v. [~ + obj), 
-went, -gone, -go-ing. 1. to be subjected to; to be put 
through; to experience: has undergone surgery. 2. to 
suffer through; endure or sustain: For years they under- 
went starvation. 

un-der-grad-u-ate (un/der grajo it) ~—s/,and- 
or'grad3uwit/ n. [count] 1. a college-level student who 
has not received a first, esp. a bachelor’s, degree. —adj. 
[before a noun] 2. having the standing of an undergradu- 
ate. 3. relating to undergraduates. See -GRAD-. 

un-der-ground (adv. un/der ground’; adj., n. -ground/) 
/ adv. ‘andor'grawnd; adj., n. -,grawnd/ adv. 1. beneath 
the surface of the ground. 2. in hiding or secrecy; not 
openly: Their party went underground to fight the sys- 
tem. —adj. 3. existing, situated, or operating beneath the 
surface of the ground. 4. hidden or secret; not open: un- 
derground political activities. 5. published or produced 
by political or social radicals: an underground newspa- 
per. 6. experimental; avant-garde: an underground 
movie. —n. [count] 7. the place or region beneath the 
surface of the ground. 8. a secret organization fighting 
the established government or occupation forces: the 
French underground of World War II. 9. Brit. a subway 
system. 

un-der-growth (un/der grdth’) /‘andor,grow@/ n. un- 
DERBRUSH. 

un-dershand (un/der hand’) /‘andor,hend/ adj. 1. not 
open and completely honest; secret and crafty: an under- 
hand deal. 2. thrown, aimed, or done with the hand be- 
low the level of the shoulder and the palm turned upward 
and forward: an underhand pitch. —adv. 3. with the hand 
below the level of the shoulder and the palm turned up- 
ward and forward: to throw underliand. 

un-der-hand-ed (un/der han/did) /‘andor'hendid/ adj. 
1. UNDERHAND. 2. SHORT-HANDED. —un/der-hand/edely, 
adv. 

un-der-lie (un/dər li”) /,andar'lay/ v. [~ + obj], -lay, 
-lain, -ly-ing. 1. to lie under. 2. to form the foundation 
of. 

un-der-line (un/dar lin’) /‘andor,layn/ v., -lined, -lineing, 
n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to mark with a line or lines under- 
neath; underscore: underlined the paragraph. 2. to indi- 
cate the importance of; emphasize: underlined the need 
for caution. —n. [count] 3. a line drawn beneath; under- 
score. See -LIN-. 

un-dersling (un/dar ling) /‘andorlin/ n. [count] a worker 
who is ranked beneath another; a subordinate. 

un-der-lysing (un/dar li/ing) /‘andor,layin/ adj. 1. lying 
beneath something else: an underlying layer of rock. 2. 
fundamental; basic: an underlying cause. 3. that can be 
discovered only by close analysis or examination: Loyalty 
is the underlying theme of the story. 

un-dersmine (un/der min’ or, esp. for 1, 3 un/dar- 
min’) /,andor'mayn or, esp. for 1, 3 'ander,;mayn/ v. [~ 
+ obj], -mined, -min-ing. 1. to weaken or destroy by 
degrees: Her health was undermined by the stress of her 
Job. 2. to attack by indirect, secret, or hidden means: 
looking for ways to undermine her authority. 3. to 
weaken or cause to collapse by removing underlying sup- 
ports. x 

un-der-neath (un/der néth’, -nēth/) /,andor'niy®, 
-'niyð/ prep. 1. below the surface of; directly beneath: 
underneath the soil. 2. at the bottom of: exp/oration un- 
derneath the sea. 3. under the control of; in a lower po- 
sition than: underneath the prime minister. 4. hidden or 
disquised by: Underneath his bluster is a timid nature. 
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—adv. 5. below; at a lower level or position; on the un- 
derside. —adj. 6. situated below or under something 
else; lower. 

un-der-nour-ished (un/der nûr/isht, -nur’-)  /,and- 
or'nsrift, -'nar-/ adj. 1. not nourished with enough or 
proper food for health or growth. 2. lacking the essential 
elements for proper development: emotionally under- 
nourished. 

un-der-pants (un/dər pants’) /‘andor,pants/ n. [plural] 
drawers or shorts worn under outer clothing, usually next 
to the skin. 

un-der-pass (un/der pas’) /'andər,pæs/ n. [count] a 
passage running underneath, esp. a passage for pedes- 
trians or vehicles under a railroad or street. See -pass-'. 

un-der-pay (un/dar pa’) /,andor'pey/ v. [~ + obj], 
-paid, -pay-ing. to pay less than is customary, deserved, 
or required: to underpay employees; to underpay taxes. 

un-der-pinening (un/dər pin/ing) /'andor,pinin/ n. 
[count] 1. a system of supports beneath a wall or the 
like. 2. Often, underpinnings. (plural) a foundation or 
basis: fo strengthen the underpinnings of a friendship. 

un-der-play (un/der pla’, un/der pla’) /,andor'pley, 
‘andor, pley/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to play (a part or scene) in a 
restrained way. 2. to understate; downplay: underplayed 
her vital part in their success. 

un-der-priv-isleged (un/dor priv/ə lijd, -priv/lijd) /‘and- 
or'privalid3d, -'privlid3d/ adj. 1. denied the enjoyment 
of the normal privileges or rights of a society because of 
low economic and social status: underprivileged children. 
—n. 2. the underprivileged, (plural; used with a plural 
verb] the members of a society who are denied or kept 
from enjoying the normal privileges or rights of that soci- 
ety. See -PRiv-. 

un-dersrate (un/dor rat’) /,andor'reyt/ v. [~ + obj), 
-rat-ed, -rateing. to rate, judge, or evaluate as being too 
low; underestimate: / underrated your abilities. See -ra- 
TIO-. 

un-der-score (un/dər skôr’,  -skdr’) /'andər,skor, 
-Skowr/ v., -scored, -scorsing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. un- 
DERLINE (def. 1). 2. to stress; emphasize; consider as im- 
portant: He underscored the issue again and again. 3. to 
provide music or a musical soundtrack for (a film). —n. 
[count] 4. a line drawn beneath something written or 
printed. 5. music for a film soundtrack. 

un-der-sea (un/dar sé’) /'andor,siy/ adj. 1. located, car- 
ried on, or used under the surface of the sea: undersea 
exploration. —adv. 2. UNDERSEAS. 

un-der-seas (un/dar séz/) /,andor'siyz/ adv. beneath the 
surface of the sea. 

un/der sec/’/retary or un/der-sec’/re-tar-y, n. 
[count; often: Under Secretary or Undersecretary] a gov- 
ernment official who ranks below a principal secretary. 

un-der-sell (un/dar sel’) /,andar'sel/ v. [~ + obj], -sold, 
-sell-ing. 1. to sell more cheaply than (a competitor). 2. 
to sell (something) for less than the actual value. 

un-der-sexed (un/dar sekst/) /,andor'sekst/ adj. having 
a weaker sexual drive than is considered usual or nor- 
mal. 

un-der-shirt (un/dər shirt’) /‘andor,fart/ n. [count] a 
collarless, usually pullover undergarment for the upper 
body, usually of lightweight fabric with or without sleeves. 
See illustration at CLOTHING. 

un-der-shorts (un/dor shérts’) /‘andor,forts/ n. [plural 
short underpants for men and boys. 

un-der-side (un/dər sid’) /‘andor,sayd/ n. [count] an 
under or lower side. 

un-der-signed (un/dar sind’) /‘andor,saynd/ adj. 1. be- 
ing the one or ones whose signatures appear at the end 
of a letter or document. —n. [count] 2. the under- 
signed, the person or persons signing a letter or docu- 
ment: The undersigned agrees to the terms of the corn- 
tract. See -SIGN-. 

un-der-sized (un/dar sizd’) /‘andar'sayzd/ adj. smaller 
than the usual or normal size. 

un-der-skirt (un/dar skirt’) /‘andar,sksrt/ n. [count] a 
skirt, such as a petticoat, worn under another skirt or a 
dress. 

un-der-slung (un/dar slung’) /‘andor'slan/ adj. 1. sus- 
pended from an upper support, as the chassis of a vehi- 
cle from the axles. 2. larger or more heavy at the bottom 
than the top; squat: a plane with an undersiung look. 

un-der-staffed (un/dar staft’) /,andor'staft/ adj. not 
having enough staff; lacking adequate personnel. 

un-der-stand (un/der stand’) /,andor'stwnd/ v. [not: be 

~ing], -Stood, -stand-ing. 1. to see or perceive the 

meaning of; comprehend: [~ + obj]: to understand a 
poem. [~ + (that) Clause]: doesn't understand that he's 


understanding to undue 


not welcome. (no obj]: Don't say a word to anyone, nn- 
derstand? 2. to be familiar with; have a thorough knowl- 
edge of: (~ + obj]: to understand literature; She under- 
stands businesspeople. [no obj): She understands about 
businesspeople. 3. to interpret or comprehend in a spec- 
ified way: [~ + obj + as + obj): understood the sugges- 
tion as a complaint. [~ + obj + to + verb): We under- 
stood you to mean you agree. 4. to grasp the 
significance or importance of: [~ + obj]: He doesn't nn- 
derstand responsibility. (no obj): A child doesn't under- 
stand about death. 5. (~ + (that) clause] to learn or 
hear: / understand that you were ill. 6. (~ + (that) 
clause) to regard as agreed or settled; assume: We nn- 
derstand that you will repay this loan. 7.(~ + obj] to in- 
fer (something not stated): /n sentences that are com- 
mands, like Run!, the subject you is understood. 8. [no 
obj] to accept something tolerantly, or with forgiveness 
or sympathy: /f you can't come to the funeral, I will un- 
derstand. —un/der-stand/aeble, adj.: My French was 
barely understandable. (It + be + ~ + that clause): It’s 
understandable that you are upset. —un/der-stand/a- 
bly, adv. See -STAN-. 

un-der-stand-ing (un/dar stan/ding) /,andor'standin/ n. 
1. (noncount) the mental process of a person who un- 
derstands; comprehension: My understanding of the 
word does not agree with yours. 2. [noncount] intellec- 
tual faculties; intelligence. 3. (count; usually singular) 
knowledge of or familiarity with a particular thing: an un- 
derstanding of nuclear physics. 4. [noncount] a state of 
cooperation between people, nations, factions, etc.: 
reached an understanding. 5. (count) a mutual agree- 
ment, esp. of a private or unspoken kind: fo have an un- 
derstanding that each would pay a share. 6. [noncount) 
sympathy and compassion: showed real understanding 
toward those in trouble. —adj. 7. showing tolerance or 
sympathy: an understanding smile, See -STAN-. 

un-der-state (un/dar stat’) /,andor'steyt/ v. [~ + obj], 
-stat-ed, -stat-ing. to state or represent (some result, 
finding, etc.) less strongly or strikingly than the facts 
would indicate; make (something) seem less important 
than it really is: The report understates the magnitude of 
the disaster. —un-der-stateement (un/dar stat/mant, 
un/dər stāt/-) /,andor'steytmant, ‘'‘andor,steyt-/ n. 
(count): Claiming that the hurricane was inconvenient is 
an understatement. See -STAT-. 

un-der-stood (un/dar stddd/) /,andar'stud/ v. 1. pt. and 
pp. Of UNDERSTAND. —adj. 2. agreed upon by all parties. 
3. implied but not said in words: The understood mean- 
ing Of a danger sign is “Keep away.” 

un-derestud-y (un/dar stud’é) /'andor,stadiy/ n., pl. 
-stud-ies, v., -stud-ied, -stud-y-ing. —n. [count] 1. a 
performer who learns the role of another in order to 
serve as a replacement if necessary. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to 
learn (a role) in order to replace the regular performer 
when necessary. 3. to act as understudy to (a performer). 
See -STUD-. 

un-der-take (un/’dar tak’) /,andor'tcyk/ v., -took, 
-tak-en, -tak-ing. 1. [~ + obj] to take upon oneself, as 
a task or performance; attempt: He undertook the job of 
answering the mail. 2. [~ + to + verb] to promise or 
state as a promise (to do something): He undertook to 
finish the job ahead of schedule. 3.(~ + obj] to take in 
charge: The lawyer undertook a new Case. 

un-der-tak-er (un/doar ta’kar) /‘andor,teykar/ r. FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR. 

un-der-tak-ing (1. un/dar ta’king, un/dar ta’-; adj. un/- 
dor ta’king) / n. ,andor'teykrn, ‘'andor,tey-; adj. ‘and- 
ar,teykin/ n. [count] 1. the act of a person who under- 
takes any task or responsibility. 2. a task, piece of work, 
enterprise, etc., that is undertaken or begun. 3. a pledge 
or guarantee. —adj. 4. relating to the business of provid- 
ing funeral or burial services. 

un/der-the-coun/ter, adj. done secretly and often ille- 
gally: under-the-counter sales of guns. 

un-der-things (un/dar thingz’) /‘andor,01nz/ n. [plural 
women’s underclothes. 

un-der-tone (un/dar ton’) /‘andor,town/ n. [count] 1. a 
low or quiet tone of voice. 2. an unnoticed or back- 
ground sound. 3. an underlying quality or element; un- 
dercurrent: There is an undertone of regret in his voice. 
See -TON-. 

un-der-tow (un/dar to’) /‘andor,tow/ n. [count] the cur- 
rent of water towards the sea and usually under the sur- 
face, from waves breaking on a beach and flowing back. 
un-der-val-ue (un/dar val/ydo) /,andor'vaclyuw/ v. [~ + 
obj), -ued, -uring. 1. to put too low a value on: The dol- 
lar is undervalued in foreign markets. 2. to have too little 
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regard or esteem for: an undervalued employee. —un+ 
der-val-uea-tion (un/dar val/ydo a/shan) /,and- 
ar,velyuw'cyfan/ n. [(noncount] See -vAL-. 

un-der-warter (un/der wo/tar, -wot/ar) /‘andor'wotor, 
-'wotor/ adj. 1. existing or occurring under water. 2. de- 
signed to be used under water: underwater cameras and 
lights. —adv. 3. beneath the water: to travel underwater. 

un-der-wear (un/dar war’) /‘andor,weor/ n. (noncount) 
clothing worn next to the skin under outer clothes. Also 
called underclothes. 

un-der-weight (un/dar wat’) /‘andar'weyt/ adj. weigh- 
ing less than is usual or proper: dangerously under- 
weight. (after a noun of measurement): The baby seems 
to be several pounds underweight. 

uneder-world (un/’dar wirld’) /‘andoar,w3rld/ n. (count, 
usually singular; usually: the + ~) 1. the criminal world 
of gangs or organized crime. 2. (in the religious beliefs 
of various cultures, esp. the ancient Greeks and Romans) 
a place below the surface of the earth in which the spirits 
of the dead live on. 

un-der-write (un/dar rit”, un/’dar rit’) /,andar'rayt, 
‘andor,rayt/ v. [~ + obj], -wrote, -writ-ten, -writ-ing. 
1. to give or contribute a sum of money to guarantee the 
success of (an undertaking): to underwrite the building of 
a new library. 2. Insurance. a. to write one’s name at the 
end of (a policy), thereby becoming responsible in case 
of certain losses. b. to insure, as for a certain sum. 
—un/der-writ/er, n. [count] 

un-de-served (un/di zirvd’) /,andi'z3rvd/ adj. not de- 
served; not earned: undeserved criticism. 

un-de-serveing (un/di zur/ving) /,andi'zsrvin/ adj. not 
deserving: undeserving slackers. 

un-dessir-saeble (un/di zi?r/a bal) /,andi'zay®rabal/ adj. 
1. not desirable or attractive; objectionable. —n. [count] 
2. an undesirable person or thing, esp. someone consid- 
ered dangerous or harmful. 

un-de-vel’/oped (un/di vel’apt) /,andi'velopt/ adj. not 
developed: undeveloped land; an undeveloped nation. 

un-dies (un/déz) /‘andiyz/ n. [plura women’s or chil- 
dren's underwear. 

undignified (un dig/ni fid’) /an'digni,fayd/ adj. 
clumsy; not dignified: He sat down with an undignified 
crash. 

un-di-lut-ed (un/di lõo/tid, -di-) /,andi'luwtid, -day-/ adj. 
1. not diluted; not reduced by having more liquid added. 
2. strong; pure; not mixed: a look of undiluted hatred. 

un-dis-closed (un/dis klōzd/) /,andis'klowzd/ adj. not 
disclosed publicly: paid an undisclosed amount for the 
house. 

un-dis-put-ed (un/dis pydd’tid) /,andis'pyuwtid/ adj. 1. 
not debatable; certain: undisputed facts. 2. proven to be 
(the noun indicated): the undisputed heavyweight cham- 
pion, See -PUTE-. 

un-dis-tineguished (un/di sting’gwisht) /,andi'stingwift/ 
adj. 1. having no special marks or features that set one 
apart: an undistinguished face. 2. lacking distinction: an 
undistinguished career. 

unedi-videed (un/di vi/did) /,andt'vaydid/ adj. 1. not di- 
vided: an undivided cake. 2. complete; thorough: The 
teacher had the undivided attention of her Class. 

unedo (un dōō/) /an'duw/ v. [~ + obj], -did, -done, -do- 
ing. 1. to reverse the doing of; repair or erase: to undo 
the damage. 2. to untie; unfasten: She undid her straps. 

un-do-ing (un ddd/ing) /an'duwin/ n. (count; usually sin- 
gular) 1. the reversing of what has been done. 2. the ac- 
tion of ruining or destroying: Drinking led to his undoing. 
3. a cause of destruction or ruin: Drinking was his undo- 
ing. 4. the act of unfastening or loosing. 

un-done (un dun’) /an'dan/ adj. [be + ~] 1. not fin- 
ished: work that was still undone. 2. loose; not fastened: 
His shirt buttons were undone. 3. ruined: was undone by 
greed. 

un-doubt-ed (un dou/tid) /an'dawtid/ adj. not doubted 
or disputed; accepted as true or authentic. —un-doubt/- 
ed-ly, adv. 

unedreamed-of (un drémd/av’) /an'driymd,av/ adj. (be- 
fore a noun) better, more, worse, etc., than could be im- 
agined: undreamed-of wealth. 

un-dress (un dres/) /an'dres/ v. 1. to take the clothes off 
(oneself, a person, etc.); disrobe: [mo obj]: undressed 
and went to bed. [~ + obj]: undressed the baby. —n. 
(noncount) 2. the condition of being unclothed; naked- 
ness. —un-dressed/, adj. [be + ~]: was undressed and 
ready for bed. 

un-due (un ddd’, -dydo’) /an'duw, -'dyuw/ adj. 1. too 
much; excessive: undue haste. 2. inappropriate or im- 
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proper: He used undue influence to get a job for lis 
dauglıter. 
un-duslant (un/jə lant, un/dya-, -də-) /'and3ələnt, 


'andyə-, -də-/ adj. wavelike in motion or pattern. 

un-duelate (v. un/ja lat’, un/dya-, -da-; adj. -lit, -IĀt/) / v. 
‘and3a,leyt, 'andyə-, -da-; adj. -lit, -,leyt/ v., -lateed, 
-lat-ing, adj. —v. 1. to move with a wavelike motion: [no 
obj): The serpent undulated across the grass. [~ + obj): 
She uudulated her lups as she performed the dance. 2. 
[no obj) to have a wavy form or surface: The /ulls undu- 
lated in the distance. 3. [no obj) (of a sound) to rise and 
fall in pitch: A siren undulated. —adj. 4. Also, un/duslat/- 
ed. having a wavelike form or surface; wavy. —un-ducla- 
tion (un/ja lā/shən, -dya-, -da-) /,and3a'leyfan, -dyo-, 
-do-/ r. (noncount): the sea's undulation. [couut): the un- 
dulations of the dancer's ltips. 

un-duely (un dd0/lé, -dydo’-) /an'duwliy, -'dyuw-/ adv. 
1. too much; excessively. 2. inappropriately or improp- 
erly. 

un-dy-ing (un di/ing) /an'daytn/ adj. eternal: undying 
fame. 

un-earned (un ûrnd/) /an'srnd/ adj. 1. not received in 
exchange for labor or services: taxing so-called unearned 
income, 2. unmerited; undeserved: unearned punish- 
mert. 

un-earth (un arth’) /an'sr0/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to dig out of 
the earth: to unearth the ancient city of Troy. 2. to bring 
to light; make known: to unearth an old rumor. 

unearthely (un ûrth/lē) /an'sr@liy/ adj. 1. seeming not 
to belong to this earth or world. 2. supernatural; ghostly; 
weird: an unearthly cry. 3. unreasonable or absurd: to 
get up at an unearthly lhour., 

un-eassy (un @/zé@) /an'iyziy/ adj., -iver, -ieest. 1. not 
easy in body or mind; perturbed: / was uneasy about the 
upcoming election. 2. not easy in manner; awkward: not 
comfortable: felt uneasy in her presence, 3. insecure: an 
uneasy peace. —un-easeiely (un €/zə lē) /an'iyzaliy/ adv. 
—un-eas/i-ness, mm. [noncount] 

un-e-co-nomei-cal (un/ek ə nom/i kal, un/é kə-) /,ane- 
ka'nomikal, ,aniyka-/ adj. not economically practical; 
wasteful. 

un-ed-u-cat-ed (un ej’a ka‘tid) /an'ed3za,keytid/ adj. 
not educated formally; inadequately educated. 

un-em-ploy-aeble (un’em ploi’a bal) /,anem'ployabol/ 
adj. unsuitable for employment; unable to find or keep a 
job. 

un-em:ployed (un’em ploid’) /,anem'ployd/ adj. 1. not 
employed; having no job. 2. not currently in use. 3. not 
productively used: unentployed capital. —un. 4. the un- 
employed, [plural; used with a plural verb) persons with- 
out jobs. —un’em-ploy’ment, si. [noncount) 

un-en-vieasble (un en/vé ə bal) /an'enviyabal/ adj. not 
to be envied; undesirable: the unernviable job of firing 
people. 

un-e-qual (un &@/kwal) /an'iykwol/ adj. 1. not equal; not 
of the same measurement, quantity, or status: unequal 
portions; unequal pay; unequal rank. 2. [be + ~ + to + 
obj] not adequate or enough, such as in amount, power, 
or ability: Hes unequal to the task. —1. 3. unequals, 
[plural] persons or things not equal to each other. —un- 
e/qual-ly, adv. See -EQUA-. 

un-e-qualed (un @/kwald) /an'iykwold/ adj. not equaled; 
peerless: the unequaled energy of the sun. Also, esp. 
Brit., unee’qualled. See -EQua-. 

un-e-quiv-o-cal (un/i kwiv’a kal) /,ani'kwivokol/ adj. 1. 
having only one possible meaning or interpretation; not 
ambiguous; clear: an unequivocal answer. 2. absolute; 
unqualified: an unequivocal success. See -EQUA-, -VOC-. 

un-erreing (un ûr/ing, -er’-) /an'srin, -'er-/ adj. 1. not 
going astray or missing the mark: unerring ain. 2. al- 
ways right or apt; infallible: unerring good taste. —un- 
err/ing-ly, adv. 

un-e-ven (un @/van) /an'iyvən/ adj. 1. not level or flat; 
rough: an uneven surface. 2. not uniform; varying; in- 
consistent: a novel of uneven quality. 3. not balanced: 
uneven treatment of candidates in the press. 4. not bal- 
anced; not symmetrical or parallel: an uneven hemline. 
5. (of a number) odd; not divisible into two equal inte- 
gers: The numerals 3, 5, and 7 are uneven. —un-e/- 
venely, adv. 

un-e-vent-ful (un/i vent/fal) /,ant'ventfal/ adj. routine; 
normal: an uneventful day. —un’e-vent/fulely, adv. See 
-VEN-. 

un-ex-cep-tioneal (un/ik sep’sha nl) /,anik'sepfanl/ adj. 
not exceptional; ordinary: an unexceptional student. 

un-ex-cit-ing (un/ik si/ting) /,anik'saytin/ adj. not excit- 
ing; boring: an unexciting game of golf. 
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un-ex-pect-ed (un/ik spek/tid) /,anik'spektid/ 
expected; unforeseen. —un/ex-pect/ed-ly, adv. 

un-fail-ing (un fa/ling) /an'feylin/ adj. 1. steadfast; 
Steady; dependable: unfailing iu lus loyalty. 2. endless; 
inexhaustible: unfailing good lumor. —un-fail/ine-ly, 
adv. 

un-fair (un far’) /an'feor/ adj. 1. not fair; not agreeing 
with or following standards of justice, honesty, or the 
like: The students claimed that the test was unfair. [be + 
~(+ of + obj) + to + verb): It was very unfair (of the 
teacher) to give the students so mucli homework on a 
holiday weekend. 2. beyond what is proper or fitting: an 
uufair advantage. —un-fair/ly, adv. 

un-faith-ful (un fāth/fəl) /an'feyOfal/ adj. 1. not faithful; 
false to one’s duty, what one should do, or what one has 
promised; disloyal. 2. not sexually faithful to a spouse or 
lover. 3. not accurate or reliable; inexact: an unfaithful 
translation. —un-faith’fulely, adv. 

un-fa-mileiar (un/fa mil/yar) /,anfa'milyor/ adj. 1. not 
acquainted with: to be unfanuiliar with modern art. 2. dif- 
ferent; unusual: an unfamiliar treat. 

un-fash-ion-a-ble (un fash’a na bal) /an'fafanabal/ adj. 
1. not fashionable; old-fashioned; out-of-date. 2. not 
popular: urtfaslionable beliefs. [It + be + ~ + to + 
verb]: It was unfashionable to hold such views. —wune 
fash/ion-a-bly, adv. 

un-fas-ten (un fas’an) /an'fæsən/ v. to (cause to) be un- 
done or opened: [~ + obj]: He unfastened his seat belt. 
[no Obj): The seat belt untastened by itself. 

un-fath-om-a-ble (un fath’am a bal) /an'fæðəməbəl/ 
adj. that cannot be understood or explained: an unfath- 
omable mystery. 

un-fa-vor-a-ble (un fa/var a bal) /an'fcyvorabal/ adj. 1. 
not favorable; contrary: unfavorable winds. 2. not pre- 
dicting good news: unfavorable omens. 3. not good: un- 
favorable reviews of your book. —un-fa/vor-a-bly, adv. 

un-feel-ing (un fé/ling) /an'fiylin/ adj. 1. having no 
sensation; numb. 2. not sympathetic; callous; hard- 
hearted: an unfeeling remark. —un-feel/ing-ly, adv. 

un-feigned (un fand/) /an'fcynd/ adj. not pretended; 
real: Her face showed unfeigned surprise. 

un-fet-tered (un fet/ard) /an'fetord/ adj. 1. not re- 
strained by fetters. 2. free; not restricted; not limited: felt 
unfettered by conventional morality. 

un-fin-ished (un fin/isht) /an'finift/ adj. not finished: 
not completed: some unfinished business. 

un-fit (un fit?) /an'fit/ adj. 1. [be + ~jnot adapted or 
suited; unsuitable: [~ + for]: Her Office is unfit for more 
than two occupants. [~ + to + verb]: food that is unfit 
to eat. 2. not qualified; incompetent: unfit parents. 3. 
not physically fit or well: feeling unfit witli a cold. 

un-flag-ging (un flag’ing) /an'flagin/ adj. not tiring, 
slowing, or stopping: fis unflagging entlursiasnt for his 
work, 

un-flap-pa-ble (un flap’a bal) /an'flæpəbəl/ adj. not 
easily upset or confused, esp. in a crisis. 

un-flinch-ing (un flin’ching) /an'flintfin/ adj. firm; cou- 
rageous: an unflinching refusal to surrender. 

unefold (un fold’) /an'fowld/ v. 1. to (cause to) come 
out of a folded state; (cause to) be spread or opened out: 
[~ + obj]: The bird unfolded its wings and flew off. {no 
obj): The flower petals unfolded in the sun. 2. [no obj) to 
be revealed or displayed; become clear: The movie's plot 
gradually unfolded. 

un-fore-seen (un/for sén/, -fōr-) /,anfor'siyn, -fowr-/ 
adj. not foreseen; happening unexpectedly: unforeseen 
difficulties. 

un-for-get-ta-ble (un/far get’a bal) /,anfar'getabal/ adj. 
Staying in one’s memory: an unforgettable adventure. 
—un/for-get/ta-bly, adv. 

un-for-giveasble (un/far giv’a bal) /,anfor'givabal/ adj. 
so bad that it cannot be forgiven: an unforgivable insult. 
—un/for-giv’a-bly, adv. 

unmfor-giveing (un/fer giv’ing) /,anfor'givin/ adj. not 
willing to forgive or make allowances: an unforgiving 
boss wlio does not tolerate mistakes. 

un-formed (un formd’) /an'formd/ adj. 1. not definitely 
shaped; shapeless or formless. 2. undeveloped; crude. 

un-for-tuenate (un for/cha nit) /an'fortfanit/ adj. 1. 
suffering from bad luck; unlucky; hapless: art unfortunate 
series of bad investments. 2. regrettable; unsuitable; not 
appropriate: made an unfortunate remark about your 
weight. —n. [count] 3. an unfortunate person. —unefor/- 
tu-nate-ly, adv. See -FORTUN-. 

un-found-ed (un foun/did) /an'fawndid/ adj. not based 
on fact or on what is real; without foundation; ground- 


adj. not 


unfriendly to unionize 


less: his unfounded fears that his coworkers didn't like 
him. 

un-friend-ly (un frend/lé) /an'frendliy/ adj., -liver, -li 
est, adv. —adj. 1. not friendly or kind; hostile: a city with 
unfriendly natives. 2. unfavorable: an unfriendly environ- 
ment of snow and ice. —adv. 3. in an unfriendly manner: 
acting unfriendly. —un-friend/lieness, n. [noncount] 

un-frocked (un frokt’) /an'frokt/ adj. having one’s rank 
or position in a church taken away. 

unefurl (un fairl’) /an'farl/ v. to spread or shake out from 
a furled state; unfold: [~ + obj]: The soldiers unfurled 
the flag. [no obj): The flag unfurled and fluttered in the 
breeze. 

un-furenished (un fûr/nisht) /an'farnift/ adj. 
furniture: an unfurnished apartment. 

un-gainely (un gan/lé) /an'geynliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 
not graceful; awkward; clumsy: an ungainly walrus. 

un-gen-er-ous (un jen/er as) /an'd3enoras/ adj. 1. not 
generous with money; stingy. 2. unkind; petty; spiteful: 
an ungenerous comment. —un-gen/er-ous+ly, adv. 

un-godely (un god/lé) /an'gndliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. 
not accepting God or a particular religion or any religious 
belief; against religion. 2. sinful; wicked: an ungodly life. 
3. outrageous; shocking; awful: Midnight was an ungodly 
hour for visitors. —unegod/li-ness, n. [noncountg] 

un-gov-ern-easble (un guvar nə bəl) /an'gavornobol/ 
adj. impossible to govern, rule, or hold back; uncontrol- 
lable. 

un-gra-cious (un gra/shas) /an'greyfos/ adj. not courte- 
ous; not polite; ill-mannered: an ungracious refusal. 

un-grate-ful (un grat/fal) /an'greytfal/ adj. 1. showing 
no gratitude: an ungrateful bunch of grasping relatives. 

2. disagreeable; unpleasant: an ungrateful task. See 
-GRAT-. 

un-guard-ed (un gar/did) /an'gardid/ adj. 1. not 
guarded; unprotected; undefended: an unguarded post. 
2. open; frank: an unguarded manner. 3. not cautious or 
discreet; careless: /n an unguarded moment he told her 
the truth. 

un-guent (ung’gwent) /‘angwont/ n. [count] a soothing 
or healing ointment. 

un-hand (un hand’) /an'hend/ v. [~ + obj) to remove 
the hands from; let go of. 

un-hapepy (un hap7é) /an'hepiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. 1. 
sad; miserable; wretched. 2. unfortunate; unlucky: met 
an unhappy fate. 3. not suitable: an unhappy choice of 
words. —un-hap-piely (un hapa lē) /an'hepoliy/ adv.: 
unhappily married. —un-hap/pi-ness, n. [noncount) 
—Related Words. unHaPPY is an adjective, UNHAPPILY İS 
an adverb, UNHAPPINESS iS a noun: He was very unhappy 
to hear such bad news. She frowned unhappily as they 
voted against her proposal. His life was filled with unhap- 
piness and sorrow. 

un-health-y (un hel/thé) /an'helOiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. 
not in a state of good or normal health; diseased: has 
been unhealthy for years. 2. showing signs of, or result- 
ing from, bad health: skin with an unhealthy pallor. 3. 
not healthful: an unhealthy diet. 4. morally harmful; cor- 
rupt; unnatural: an unhealthy interest in violence. 

un-heard (un hurd’) /an'hard/ adj. not heard; not per- 
ceived by the ear. 

unheard/-of’, adj. 1. not seen before and not ex- 
pected; unprecedented: an unheard-of scientific advance. 
2. outrageous; shocking; offensive: his unheard-of ex- 
travagance. 3. not previously known; not famous: the de- 
but of an unheard-of singer. 

un-hinge (un hinj’) /an'hind3/ v. [~ + obj], -hinged, 
-hing-ing. 1. to remove from hinges: to unhinge a door. 
2. to throw into confusion or turmoil; upset: threats that 
could unhinge a timid soul. 

un-hoely (un holé) /an'howliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. 
sinful; wicked. 2. dreadful; outrageous; awful; ungodly: 
neighbors making an unholy racket. 

un-hook (un hddk’) /an'huk/ v. 1. to unfasten or detach 
by or as if by undoing a hook or hooks: [~ + obj]: to un- 
hook railroad cars. [no obj): The caboose unhooked and 
rolled down the hill. 2. {~ + obj] to remove or detach 
from a hook. 

un-hureried (un hur/éd, -hur/-) /an'hsriyd, -‘har-/ adj. 
not hurried; leisurely: an unhurried decision. —un-hur/- 
ried-ly, adv. 

-uni-, root. -uni- comes from Latin, where It has the 
meaning “one.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
REUNION, REUNITE, UNICAMERAL, UNICORN, UNICYCLE, UNIFORM, 
UNIFY, UNILATERAL, UNION, UNIQUE, UNISEX, UNIT, UNITE, UNI- 
VERSITY. 

Usni-Cam-ereal (ydo/ni kamar al) /,yuwni'kwmorol/ adj. 


lacking 
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(of a legislative body) made up of a single chamber or 
house. See -UNI-. 

ueniscorn (yoo/ni kôrn/) /‘yuwni,korn/ n. [count] an im- 
aginary creature resembling a horse, with a single horn 
in the center of its forehead. See -uUNI-. 

usni-cy-cle (ydo/na si/kal) /‘yuwno,saykol/ n. [count] a 
vehicle with one wheel, esp. a pedal-driven device kept up- 
right and steered by body balance. See -uNI-. 

un-i-densti-fied (un/i den/ta fid) /,anay'dentofayd/ adj. 
not yet identified; unknown. 

ueni-form (yoo/ne form’) /'yuwna,form/ adj. 1. identical, 
the same, or consistent, as from example to example or 
place to place: a uniform building code. 2. without 
changes in detail; constant; not changing: a uniform sur- 
face, without dents. —n. 3. dress of distinctive style worn 
by the members of a given profession, organization, or 
rank: [count]: nurses wearing white uniforms. [non- 
count]: He wasn’t in uniform. —uenieformeiety (yoo/ne- 
for/mi tē) /,yuwno'formitiy/ n. [noncount] —u/ni-form/- 
ly, adv.: products of uniformly high quality. See -UNI-, 
-FORN-. 

ueniefy (yoo/ne fi’) /‘yuwna,fay/ v. [~ + obj), -fied, -fy- 
ing. to cause to become a Single unit; unite; merge: set 
out to unify the Kingdorns of Britain. —urniefi-ca-tion 
(yoo/ne fi kā/shən) /,yuwnofi'keyfon/ n. Lnoncount) See 
-UNI-. 

uenislat-er-al (ydo/na lat/ər al) /,yuwno'latoral/ adj. un- 
dertaken or done by or on behalf of one side, party, or 
group only; not mutual: unilateral disarmament; a unilat- 
eral decision. See -UNI-, -LAT-?. 

un-iemag/iena-ble (un/i maj’a ne bal) 
/,ant'mad3onaboal/ adj. impossible or difficult to imagine: 
unimaginable horrors. 

un-im-ag-iena-tive (un/i maj/i nə tiv) /,ani'mad3inoativ/ 
adj. not using one’s imagination; not creative. —un/im- 
ag/i-na-tiverly, adv. 

un-im-peachea-ble (un/im pé/cha bal) /,anim'piyt fabol/ 
adj. above suspicion; that cannot be doubted: heard it 
from an unimpeachable source. 

un-in-hab-it-a-ble (un/in habi tə bəl) /,anin'hebitobol/ 
adj. that cannot be lived in; impossible to live in: an un- 
inhabitable wasteland. See -HAB-. 

un-inshab-iteed (un/in hab/ietid) /,anin'hebitid/ adj. 
having no inhabitants: an uninhabited wilderness. See 
-HAB-. 

unsinehib-it-ed (un/in hib/i tid) /,anin'hibitid/ adj. not 
inhibited; free; spontaneous. See -HAB-. 

uNn-ieni-tieat-ed (un/i ni7shé a/tid) /,ani'nifiy,eytid/ adj. 
l. not initiated; inexperienced: was uninitiated in the 
ways of the church. —n. 2. the uninitiated, [p/ural; used 
with a plural verb} people without experience or knowl- 
edge of something. 

uneinetel-liegieble (un/in teli ja bal) /,anin'telidzabol/ 
adj. that cannot be understood, seen clearly, or read 
clearly. —un/in-tel/li-gi-bly, adv. 

unsinetended (un/in ten/did) /,anin'tendid/ adj. acci- 
dental: an unintended victim of gunfire. See -TEND-. 

uneineten-tion-al (un/in ten’sha nl) /,anin'tenfonl/ adj. 
not intentional or deliberate; unplanned: an unintentional 
insult. 

un-ineter-est-ed (un in/ter ə stid, -tra stid, -tə res/tid) 
/an'intorastid, -trastid, -to,restid/ adj. not interested: 
seemed uninterested in others’ problems. —Usage. 
See DISINTERESTED. 

un-in-ter-est-ing (un in’tra sting) /an'intrastin adj. not 
interesting: an uninteresting subject. —un-in/ter-est- 
ingsly, adv. 

un-in-ter-rupt-ed (un/in tə rup/tid) /,aninto'raptid/ adj. 
continuing without interruption: two hours of uninter- 
rupted music broadcasts. See -RUPT-. 

unein-viteed (un/in vi/tid) /,anin'vaytid/ adj. not invited: 
an uninvited guest. 

un-ineviteing (un/in vi/ting) /,anin'vaytin/ adj. not ap- 
pealing or attractive: an uninviting meal. 

un-ion (yddn/yan) /'yuwnyon/ n. 1. [noncount) the act of 
uniting or the state of being united. 2. [count] something 
formed by uniting two or more things; combination: a 
union of like minds. 3. [count] a number of persons, 
states, etc., joined or associated together for some com- 
mon purpose: a labor union. 4. (count; often used in a 
proper name; often: the + ~; Union] a uniting of states 
or nations into one political body: the Union of South Af- 
rica. 5. [count] a uniting in marriage or sexual inter- 
course. See -UNI-. 

un-ionsize (yoon/ya niz’) /‘yuwnyoa,nayz/ v., -ized, -iz- 
ing. to organize (workers) into a labor union: [~ + obj): 
to unionize the workers. [no obj): The workers unionized. 
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—un-ioneism (yoon’ya niz’am) /‘yuwnyos,nizam/ n. non- 
count] See -unt-. 

usnique (ydo nék’) /yuw'niyk/ adj. 1. existing as the only 
one of its kind or type, or as the only example: a master- 
piece unique in all the world. 2. having no like or equal: 
a unique individual. 3. [be + ~ (+ to)) limited in occur- 
rence to a certain Class, situation, location, or area: The 
kangaroo is unique to Australia. 4. not typical; unusual: 
She Nas a unique ability to inspire people. —u-nique/ly, 
adv. —u-nique/ness, 1. [rroncount] See -uNI-. 

usni-Sex (yd0/na seks’) /‘yuwna,seks/ adj. designed or 
suitable for both sexes: unisex clothes. See -UNI-, -SECT-. 

ueNieSON (ydo/na sən, -zən) /'yuwnəsən, -zan/ n. [rron- 
count] 1. the state of two or more musical tones, voices, 
etc., being at the same pitch or note. —Jdiom. 2. in 
unison, a. in perfect agreement or accord: My feelings 
are in unison with yours. b. at the same time and in the 
same way: to march in unison. See -UNI-, -SON-. 

uenit (yoo/nit) /‘yuwnit/ n. [count] 1. a single thing; one 
person or thing. 2. any group of things or persons 
thought of as a single thing: The tear formed a unit. 3. 
one of the individuals, parts, or elements into which a 
whole may be divided. 4. one of a number of things that 
are identical or equivalent in function or form: a rental 
unit. 5. a machine, part, or system of machines having a 
specified purpose, often an apparatus or piece that is 
part of a bigger piece: a heating unit. 6. a specified 
amount of a quantity, as of length, volume, or time, by 
comparison with which any other quantity of the same 
kind is measured: a unit of measurement, as an inch. 7. 
the least positive integer; one. See -uUNI-. 

uenite (yoo nit’) /yuw'nayt/ v., uenit-ed, u-nit-ing. 1. to 
(cause to) be joined so as to form a single whole or unit: 
[7 + obj + into + obj): to unite all the states into one 
country. [no obj; (~ + into + obj)): The states united 
into one Country. 2. to (cause to) adhere or stick to- 
gether: [~ + obj): Use glue to unite the two sections. [no 
obj): The two sections won't unite. 3. to (cause to) be in 
a state of mutual sympathy or agreement, or to have a 
common opinion, attitude, goal, etc.: [xo obj]: They 
united in their opposition to hiin. [~ + obj): They united 
their forces. See -unt-. 

uenit-ed (yoo ni/tid) /yuw'naytid/ adj. 1. joined, as in 
love, agreement, sympathy, or common interests: united 
in their views. 2. [in proper names of countries] (of 
States) joined to make a political unit: the United States 
of Ainerica. See -UNI-. 

ueniety (yoo/ni tē) /‘yuwnitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [norncourt] 
the state of being one; oneness: the unity of the nation. 
2. [noncount) a whole made by combining all its parts 
into one: tre underlying uuity of all human beings. 3. 
oneness of mind or feeling; concord; agreement: (court; 
usually singular): called for a unity of purpose. [ron- 
count]: a call for unity and an end to discord. 4. (non- 
count) (in literature and art) harmony among the 
elements of a work producing a single major effect. See 
-UNI-. 

ueni-verssal (ydo’nea vir/sal) /,yuwno'v3rsal/ adj. 1. of, 
relating to, or characteristic of all members or of the 
whole: A universal characteristic of language ts the ability 
to form questions. 2. affecting, concerning, or involving 
all: universal schooling for all children. 3. that applies to 
all cases or that applies everywhere: a universal cure. 4. 
used or understood by all: a universal language. 5. pres- 
ent or existing everywhere: universal trutlis. —n. [count] 
6. a cultural pattern or way of thinking or acting found in 
every known society or common to all members of a par- 
ticular culture. 7. a trait or property of language that ex- 
ists or has the potential to exist in all languages. 8. UNI- 
VERSAL JOINT. —Usniever-sal-i-ty (yōō/nə var sali te) 
/ yuwnovar'salitiy/ n. Groncournt) —u/niever/salely, adv. 
See -UNI-, -VERT-. 

u/niver/sal joint’, n. [count] Mach. a joint or piece 
that couples or joins two rotating shafts arranged at an 
angle to one another. 

U/niver’sal Prod/uct Code’, n. [count] a standard- 
ized bar code in widespread use esp. at retail store 
checkout counters. 

ueni-verse (yoo’/na vurs’) /‘yuwnod,vars/ n. 1l. all the 
known or imagined objects, matter, and events through- 
out space; the cosmos: [moncount,; usually:the a =] the 
secrets of the universe. [count]: Can you trnagine a uni- 
verse that is not infinite? 2. [count] a world or sphere in 
which something exists: a universe of possibilities. See 
-UNI-, -VERT-. i 
uenie-veresisty (yoo/na vur/si tē) /,yuwnd'varsitly/ n. 
[count], pl. -ties. an institution of learning of the highest 


unique to unloose 


level that is made up of a college of liberal arts, a pro- 
gram of graduate studies, and several professional 
schools and is allowed to award both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees. See -UNI-, -VERT-. 

un-just (un just?) /an'd3ast/ adj. not just; lacking in jus- 
tice or fairness: unjust punishment. —un-just/ly, adv. 
See -JUS-. 

un-kKempt (un kempt/) /an'kempt/ adj. 1. not combed: 
unkempt hair. 2. messy; disheveled: an unkempt ap- 
pearance. 

un-kind (un kind’) /an'kaynd/ adj., -er, -est. lacking in 
kindness or mercy; severe: an unkind remark. [be + ~ 
+ to): Hes unkind to anirnals. —un-kind/ness, n. (ion- 
count] 

unckindsly (un kind/lé) /an'kayndliy/ adj., -li-er, -li-vest. 
1. not kindly; unkind; ill-natured; mean. 2. rough, in- 
clement, or bleak, as weather or climate. —adv. 3. in an 
unkind manner: spoke unkindly to the child. 4. as being 
unkind: fo take a comment unkindly. 

un-knoweing (un nd/ing) /an'nowin/ adj. ignorant or 
unaware. 

un-known (un nōn/) /an'nown/ adj. 1. not known; not 
within the range of knowledge, experience, or under- 
Standing; strange; unfamiliar. 2. not discovered, ex- 
plored, identified, or figured out: an unknown amoutt. 3. 
not widely known; not famous; obscure: an unknown au- 
thor. —n. (count) 4. a person or thing that is unknown. 
5. a symbol representing an unknown quantity: /n alge- 
bra an unknown is frequently represented by a letter 
fromm the last part of the alphabet, as x, y, or Z. 

un-lace (un las’) /an'Icys/ v. [~ + obj), -laced, -lac-ing. 
to loosen or undo the lacing or laces of (shoes, etc.). 

un-law-ful (un 16/fal) /an'lofal/ adj. not lawful; contrary 
to law; illegal: unlawful acts. —un-law/ful-ly, adv. —un- 
law’ful-ness, n. (norcount) 

un-learn (un lûrn/) /an'lsrn/ v. [~ + obj) to rid one’s 
mind of (ideas or behavior) as being false or harmful: to 
unlearn bad habits. 

un-learn-ed (un ldr/nid for /, 2 un lirnd’ for 3, 4 
/an‘larnid for 1, 2 an'i3rnd for 3, 4 / adj. 1. unedu- 
cated; ignorant. 2. not scholarly; not learned. 3. not hav- 
ing been learned: ar unlearned lesson. 4 known or pos- 
sessed without having been learned, as behavior. 

un-leash (un lésh’) /an'liyf/ v. [~ + obj) to release 
from or as if from a leash; let loose: He unleashed tlre 
dogs. The storm unleashed its fury. 

unleavened (un lev’and) /an'levond/ adj. (of bread or 
dough) made without yeast. 

un-less (un les’) /an'les/ conj. except under the 
circumstances that: Weil be there at nine, unless the 
train is late. 

un-let-tered (un let/ard) /an'letord/ adj. 1. uneducated; 
ignorant. 2. illiterate; unable to read. 3. not marked with 
letters, as a tombstone. See -tit-. 

unelike (un lik?) /an'layk/ adj. 1. different: not alike: 
They gave unlike accounts of the incident. —prep. 2. dif- 
ferent from: She is unlike iny sister. 3. not typical of: H is 
unlike hin to forget a naine. 

un-likesly (un lik/lé) /an'laykliy/ adj., -liver, -livest, adv. 
—adj. 1. not likely to be or occur; improbable; doubtful: 
an unlikely outcome. {It + be + ~ + (that) clause]: It is 
unlikely that she knows him. [be + ~ + to + verb): is 
unlikely to know him. 2. (before a noun) having little 
chance of success; unpromising: an unlikely candidate 
for the job. —adv. 3. in an unlikely way. —un-like/li- 
hood’, n. (norcourrt] 

unelimeiteed (un lim/i tid) /an'limitid/ adj. 1. having no 
limitations: an unlimited bus pass. 2. infinite; vast: ur- 
limited space. See -uim-. 

un-load (un Idd’) /an'lowd/ v. 1. [~ + obj) to take the 
load or cargo from: to unload a ship. 2. to discharge 
(cargo, passengers, etc.): [~ + obj]: The sailors began to 
unload the cargo. [no obj): The ship can't unload now. 3. 
[~ + obj) to remove the bullets from: to unload a gun. 
4. [~ + obj) to express freely; pour out: unloaded his 
grief. 5. [~ + obj) to get rid of (goods, shares of stock, 
etc.) by sale in large quantities. 

unlock (un lok’) /an'lok/ v. 1. to undo the lock of: [~ + 
obj): to unlock a Car; to unlock a door. (no obj): The 
door unlocks easily. 2. [~ + obj] to make open; dis- 
close: to unlock the secrets of one’s heart. 

un-looked/-for’ (un lòókt/) /an'lokt/ adj. not expected, 
anticipated, or foreseen. 

un-loose (un 160s’) /an'luws/ v. [~ + obj), -loosed, 
-loos-ing. 1. to loosen or relax (the grasp, hold, fingers, 
etc.). 2. to let loose or set free; free from restraint. 3. to 
undo or untie (a fastening, knot, bond, etc.). 
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un-luckey (un luk/é) /an'lakiy/ adj., -iver, -iest. 1. (of a 
person) not lucky; lacking good fortune. 2. causing or 
believed to cause bad luck: an mnlicky number. —uns 
luckeiely (un luke lē) /an'lakoliy/ adv. —un-luck/i-ness, 
n. (roncount) 

un-made (un mad’) /an'meyd/ adj. (of a bed) not made 
up. 

unemanely (un man/lé) /an'menliy/ adj., -licer, -livest. 
1. not manly; not characteristic of a man. 2. effeminate. 

unemanned (un mand’) /an'mand/ adj. without the 
physical presence of people in control: an unmanned 
spacecraft. 

unemanenersly (un man/ar lē) /an'manorliy/ adj. not 
mannerly; impolite; rude; not courteous. 

unemarked (un markt’) /an'markt/ adj. 1. not yet 
marked: unmarked termi papers. 2. having no identifying 
markings: an iumarked police Car. 

un-emask (un mask’) /an'mask/ v. 1. to take off a mask 
or disguise (from): [~ + obj]: He unmasked her at the 
costume party. (no obj): AH the guests eventually n- 
masked. 2. [~ + obj (+ as + obj)] to reveal the true 
character of; disclose; expose: He was unmasked as the 
killer. 

unmatched (un macht’) /an'metft/ adj. not matched 
or equaled; superior: He was inmiatched in setting ability. 

un-men-tion-a-ble (un men/she na bal) 
/an'menfanobol/ adj. 1. not appropriate, unfit, or im- 
proper to be mentioned or spoken about: an nnmertion- 
able subject. —n. [comt] 2. something that is not to be 
mentioned. 3. unmentionables, [p/ira/) undergarments. 

unemer-cieful (un mûr/si fal) /an'marsifal/ adj. 1. mer- 
ciless; relentless; cruel: an unmercifirl tyrant. 2. unspar- 
ingly great; extreme: talked for an unmercifirt length of 
time. —unemer/ci-fulely, adv. 

unemind-ful (un mind/fal) /an'mayndfoal/ adj. (usually: 
be + ~ + of] not mindful; unaware; neglectful: was nn- 
mindful of allt the trouble he had caused. 

un-misstakea-ble (un/mi stā/kə bal) /,anmi'steykabol/ 
adj. clear; obvious: unmistakable evidence of guilt. 
—un/mis-tak/a-bly, adv. 

un-miteiegateed (un mit/i ga/tid) /an'miti,geytid/ adj. 
[before a nourn) not softened or lessened in any way; 
complete; thorough, absolute, or utter: an unmitigated 
villain. 

unemoreal (un môr/al, -mor/-) /an'moral, -'mor-/ adj. 1. 
not within the scope of morality; neither moral nor im- 
moral; amoral. 2. lacking or unaffected by moral sense 
or principles. —un-morral-iety (un’ mə rali tē, -mô-) 
/anmo'rvelitiy, -mə-/ ri. [nonconnt] Compare IMMORAL. 

unsmoved (un mdovd/) /an'muvd/ adj. 1. not shifted 
from position: Leave the chair unmoved. 2. not affected 
emotionally: was unmoved by her plea. 

unenamed (un namd/) /an'neymd/ adj. 1. not identified 
by name: An nnnanied source Confirmed the story. 2. 
not having been given a name: an unnamed river. 
un-nat-ueral (un nach’ar al, -nach/ral) /an'netforol, 
-'nætfrol/ adj. 1. contrary to the laws or course of na- 
ture; different from or opposite from the normal or ex- 
pected character or nature of a person, animal, or plant. 
2. not genuine or natural; artificial: a forced, unnatural 
smile. —unenat/urralely, adv. 

un-enec-eseSarey (un nes/ə ser’é) /an'nesa,seriy/ adj. 
not necessary; needless; not essential: an unnecessary 
addition. —un-nec-es-sar-iely (un nes/a sar’a lē, -ser/-) 
/an,nesa'seoroliy, -'ser-/ adv. 

unenerve (un nurv/) /an'narv/ v. [~ + obj], -nerved, 
-nerv-ing. to take away from (someone) courage, 
strength, determination, or confidence; upset: Fear un- 
nerved him. 
un-num-bered (un num/bard) /an'nambord/ adj. 1. 
having no number or numbers written or printed on. 2. 
countless. 
un-ob-serveant (un/ab ztir/vant) /,anab'zarvant/ adj. 
not noticing things around one. See -seErv-’. 

un-ob-served (un/ab ztrvd/’) /,anab'zarvd/ adj. 1. not 
seen, noticed, or observed. —adv. 2. without having 
been observed: arrived unobserved by the crowd. See 
-SERV-?. 

un-ob-trussive (un/ab trod/siv) /,anob'truwsiv/ adj. not 
obtrusive; inconspicuous: The porch was an unobtrusive 
addition to the house. —un/ob-tru/sive-ly, adv. —un/- 
ob-tru/sive-ness, 1. (rioricourit] See -TRUDE-. 
un-oc-cu-pied (un ok’ya pid’) /an'pkya,payd/ adj. 1. 
lacking occupants: unoccupied houses. 2. not held or 
controlled by invading forces: unoccupied territory. 3. 
not busy or active; idle: unoccupied Hours. 
un-of-fiecial (n/a fish%al) /,ano'fifal/ adj. not official; 
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not formal: an unofficial visit. —un/of-fi/cial-ly, adv. See 
-OPER-. 

un-or-gan-ized (un 6r/ge nizd’) /an'orga,nayzd/ adj. 1. 
not organized; lacking structure. 2. not thinking or acting 
methodically. 3. not belonging to or represented by a la- 
bor union. 

un-or-tho-dox (un 6r/tha doks) /an'or8adnks/ adj. not 
orthodox; unconventional: mnorthodox approaches to 
medical treatment, See -DOX-. 

un-pack (un pak’) /an'pæk/ v. to undo or remove 
(something, such as the contents) from (a box, trunk, 
etc.): [~ + obj]: to unpack a Suitcase. [no obj): were too 
tired to unpack. 

un-par-al-leled (un par/a leld’) /an'pwra,leld/ adj. not 
equaled or matched; unique; peerless: snparalieted hap- 
piness. Also, esp. Brit., unspar/al-lelled’. 

un-per-son (un/pur/san) /'an'p3rsən/ n. [count] a public 
figure, esp. in a totalitarian country, who, for political rea- 
sons, is no longer recognized or mentioned by the gov- 
ernment or the news media. 

un-pin (un pin’) /an'pin/ v. [~ + obj], -pinned, -pin- 
ning. 1. to remove pins from: to wnpin her long hair. 2. 
to unfasten or loosen by or as if by removing a pin; de- 
tach. 

un-pleas-ant (un plez’ant) /an'plezant/ adj. not pleas- 
ant; displeasing; disagreeable; offensive: a very unpleas- 
ant smell. [be + ~ + to + verb]: He was very tnpleas- 
ant to work with. —un-pleas/ant-ly, adv. —un-pleas/- 
anteness, n. [noncoirrt] See -PLAC-. 

un-plug (un plug’) /An'plag/ v., -plugged, -plug-ging. 1. 
to (cause to) become free of something blocking; unclog: 
[~ + obj]: to unplug a clogged drain. [no obj): After he 
chewed some gum his ears suddenly tmplugged. 2. [~ 
+ Obj] to disconnect by removing a plug from an electri- 
cal connection: wnplugged the lamp. 

un-plumbed (un plumd/’) /an'plamd/ adj. not explored: 
the ocean's unphimbed depths. 

un-pop-uslar (un pop’ya lar) /an'popyolor/ adj. not pop- 
ular; disliked, disapproved, or ignored by a person or 
group or the public: an mnpopular leader. —un-pop-us 
larity (un’pop ya lar/i tē) /,anpopyo'leritiy/ n. Inon- 
count) 

un-prec-e-dent-ed (un pres/i den/tid) /an'prest,dentid/ 
adj. never before known or experienced: an unprece- 
dented victory. See -CEDE-. 

un-pre-dict-asble (un/pri dik’ta bal) /,anpri'diktabal/ 
adj. not predictable: unpredictable weather. See -pict-. 

un-pre-pared (un/pri pard’) /,anpri'peard/ adj. not pre- 
pared; not expecting something: was unprepared for visi- 
tors. —unepre-par-ed-ness (un/pri par/id nis) /,Aan- 
pri'peoridnis/ n. [nonconnt) See -PARE-'. 

un-pre-ten-tious (un/’pri ten’shas) /,anpri'tenfas/ adj. 
not showing signs of riches, wealth, power, or influence; 
not showy: an unpretentious little house in a modest 
suburb. —un/pre-ten/tioussly, adv. See -TEND-. 

un-prin-ci-pled (un prin’sa pald) /an'prinsopald/ adj. 
lacking or not based on moral principles; dishonest: an 
wuprincipled politician who wilt do anything for votes. See 
-PRIM-. 

un-printeasble (un prin/ta bal) /an'printobal/ adj. im- 
proper or unfit for print, esp. because of being obscene 
or offensive. 

un-pro-fes-sion-al (un/’pra fesh’a nl) /,anpra'fefsanl/ 
adj. 1. against or opposed to professional standards or 
ethics: unprofessional coriduct. 2. not done well or with 
what is considered good, professional quality; amateur- 
ish: a very unprofessional job of redesigning the kitchen. 
See -FESS-. 

un-prof-it-a-ble (un profi ta bal) /An'profitaboal/ adj. 1. 
not showing or making a profit. 2. pointless; having no 
benefit; futile: an unprofitable tine of thought. 

un-pro-nouncera-ble (un/pra noun’sa bal) /'an- 
pro'nawnsabol/ adj. too difficult to be pronounced or 
pronounced properly: an unpronounceable name. See 
-NOUNCE-. 

un-pro-voked (un/pra vOkt’) /,anpra'vowkt/ adj. not 
provoked; having no apparent cause or reason: an un- 
provoked attack. See -voc-. 

un-qualsiefied (un kwol/a fid’) /an'kwolo,fayd/ adj. 1. 
not qualified; not fit; lacking the necessary qualifications. 
2. not limited: unqualified praise. 3. [before a noun) ab- 
solute; complete; total: an unqualified disaster. 

un-ques-tion-a-ble (un kwes/cha nə bəl) 
/an'kwestfaonabal/ adj. not open to question; beyond dis- 
pute: mnquestionable facts. See -QuEs-. 

un-ques-tioned (un kwes/chand) /an'kwestfond/ adj. 


813 


not open to doubt: Shakespeare's genius is uriques- 
tioned. 

un-ques-tion-ing (un kwes/cha ning) /an'kwestfonin/ 
adj. not willing to question; steadfast: unquestioning loy- 
ally. —un-ques/tion-ing-ly, adv. See -Ques-. 

un-quote (un/kwōt/) /‘an,kwowt/ v. [10 obj], -quot-ed, 
-quot-ing. (used to indicate the end of something that 
has been quoted): He said, quote, “I’m leaving,” urquote, 
and that was it. 

un-raveel (un rav/al) /an'rxval/ v., -eled, -el-ing or (esp. 
Brit.) -elled, -el-ling. 1. to separate or (cause to) be dis- 
entangled, as the threads of a fabric, rope, etc.: [~ + 
obj): to unravel the tliread. [no obj): The thread unrav- 
eled. 2. to (cause to) be free from complications; (cause 
to) be solved: [~ + obj]: to unravel a niystery. {110 obj): 
The mystery was slow to unravel. 3. to (cause to) be 
taken apart or destroyed: [no obj): All his plans unrav- 
eled when he lost the job. [~ + obj]: The sneak attack 
unraveled the general's plans. 

uneread (un red’) /an'red/ adj. 1. not read, such as a 
letter or newspaper. 2. lacking in knowledge gained by 
reading. 

un-reeal (un ré/al, -rél’) /an'riyal, -'riyl/ adj. 1. not real 
or actual. 2. imaginary; fanciful; illusory; fantastic. 3. not 
genuine; false; artificial. 

un-reassonra-ble (un rē/zə nə bəl, -rēz/nə-) 
/an'riyzonabal, -'riyznə-/ adj. 1. not reasonable or ra- 
tional; not guided by or showing reason or good judg- 
ment; irrational. 2. too great; excessive, immoderate, or 
exorbitant: an unreasonable demand. —un-rea/son-a- 
ble-ness, n. [noncount]) —un-rea’son-a-bly, adv. See 
-RATIO-. 

un-rea-son-ing (un ré/za_ ning) /an'riyzanin/ adj. not 
using reason; irrational: an unreasoning fear of spiders. 
See -RATIO-. 

un-re-con-struct-ed (un/ré kən struk/tid) /,anriyk- 
on'straktid/ adj. not adjusting to new or current situa- 
tions: an unreconstructed royalist. 

un-re-lent-ing (un/ri len/ting) /,anri'lentin/ adj. 1. not 
relenting; not losing desire to continue. 2. not easing or 
becoming reduced, as in intensity: unrelenting poverty. 

un-re-lieved (un/ri lévd’) /,anri'liyvd/ adj. complete, 
continuous, and not stopping: her unrelieved hostility to- 
ward Hin. 

un-reemit-ting (un/ri miting) /,anri'mitin/ adj. not 
slowing, stopping, or losing strength or power; continu- 
ous: unremitting noise; unremitting pain. See -MIT-. 

un-rep-re-sent-a-tive (un/rep ri zen/te tiv) /,anre- 
pri'zentativ/ adj. not representative; not typical: radical 
views urrepresentative of the majority. 

un-re-quit-ed (un/ri kwi/tid) /,anri'kwaytid/ adj. not re- 
turned; not felt in return: unrequited love. See -Quit-. 

un-re-served (un/ri zurvd’) /,anri'z3arvd/ adj. 1. holding 
nothing back; complete: unreserved approval. 2. frank; 
open; fully honest: an unreserved manner. 3. not set 
apart for a special use: unreserved seats. See -SERV-’. 

un-re-sponesive (un/ri spon/siv) /,anrs'sponsiv/ adj. not 
responsive; insensitive; insensate. —un/re-spon/sive-sly, 
adv.  —un/re-spon/siveeness, n. [norncourit) See 
-SPOND-. 

unerest (un rest’) /an'rest/ n. [voncourit] dissatisfaction 
or turbulence: political unrest. 

un-reestrained (un/ri strand’) /,anri'streynd/ adj. not 
restrained; not held back; not limited: unrestrained infla- 
tion. See -STRAIN-. 

un-re-strict-ed (un/ri strik’tid) /,anri'striktid/ adj. not 
restricted; not limited: unrestricted freedom. See -STRICT-. 

un-reeward-ed (un/ri wor/did) /,anri'wordid/ adj. not 
rewarded; not receiving a reward for some achievement. 

un-re-wardeing (un/ri wOr/ding) /,anri'wordin/ adj. not 
rewarding; not bringing a reward or satisfaction: tedious, 
unrewarding work. 

unripe (un rip’) /an'rayp/ adj. not ripe: unripe fruit. 

unerievaled (un ri/vald) /an'rayvald/ adj. having no rival 
or equal; superb: an unrivaled poet. Also, esp. Brit., une 
ri’valled. 

uneroll (un rōl/) /an'rowl/ v. 1. to open or (cause to) be 
spread out, as something rolled in cylindrical shape: [~ 
+ obj): The kids uurolled their sleeping bags. [no obj]: 
The map had unrolled. 2. [no obj] to become continu- 
ously visible or apparent: The landscape unrolled before 
our eyes. 

un-ruf-fled (un ruffald) /an'rafald/ adj. 1. not flustered 
or nervous; calm: remained unruffled by the turmoil. 2. 
not ruffled; smooth: unruMed fabric. 

unerusly (un roo/lé) /an'ruwliy/ adj., -li-er, -livest. not 
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cooperative or well-behaved; unmanageable; disorderly: 
an unruly gaug of troublemakers. —un-ru/lieness, n. 
(noncount) 

un-sad-dle (un sad/l) /an'swxdl/ v. [~ + obj], -dled, -dl- 
ing. 1. to take the saddle from: to unsaddle a pony. 2. 
to cause to fall or dismount from a saddled horse. 
un-safe (un sdf’) /an'scyf/ adj. 1. not safe; dangerous: 
au unsafe nuclear reactor. 2. threatened by danger: felt 
unsafe walking at niglit. —un-safe/ly, adv. 

un-said (un sed’) /an'sed/ adj. not said or spoken 
aloud; unspoken: left his true feelings unsaid. 
un-san-ietarey (un san’a ter/ē) /an'swxnoa,teriy/ adj. not 
sanitary; not clean; not free of germs. See -san-. 
un-Sat-is-fac-toery (un/sat is fak/ta rē,  -fak/tré) 
/ansitis'faektoriy, -'facktriy/ adj. not satisfactory: unsat- 
isfactory grades. See -SAT-. 

un-sat-is-fied (un sat/is fid) /an'swtisfayd/ adj. not sat- 
isfied: unsatisfied longings. See -sat-. 

un-Sat-is-fy-ing (un sat/is fing) /an'setis,fayin/ adj. 
not giving a feeling of satisfaction; disappointing: an un- 
Satisfying meal. See -SAT-. 

un-Sa-vorey (un sa/va rē) /an'seyvoriy/ adj. 1. not sa- 
vory; tasteless. 2. unpleasant in taste or smell. 3. unap- 
pealing or disagreeable: an unsavory job of searching for 
drugs. 4. socially or morally offensive: an unsavory past. 
Also, esp. Brit., unesa’vourey. 

un-scathed (un skathd’) /an'skeydd/ adj. not harmed; 
unharmed: escaped the explosion unscathed. 

unscheduled (un skej/ddld) /an'sked3uld/ adj. 
scheduled: called an unsclieduled meeting. 

un-schooled (un skoold’) /an'skuwld/ adj. 1. not edu- 
cated. 2. untrained; natural: an unschooled talent for art. 
See -SCHOL-. 

unesci-enstif-ic (un/si an tiffik) /,ansayon'tiftk/ adj. not 
scientific: an unscientific approach to solving problems. 
See -SCci-. 

un-scram-ble (un skram/beal) /an'skræmbəl/ v. [~ + 
obj), -bled, -bling. to bring out of a scrambled condition: 
to unscramble a coded message. 

unscrew (un skroo’) /an'skruw/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
loosen a screw from (a hinge, bracket, etc.). 2. to unfas- 
ten or pull out by turning, such as a screw or lid. 3. to 
open (a jar, bottle, etc.) by turning the lid or cover. 

un-scruepuslous (un skroo/pya las) /an'skruwpyoalas/ 
adj. not scrupulous; unprincipled: unscrupulous business 
dealings. 

un-seal (un sél/) /an'siyl/ v. [~ + obj] to break or re- 
move the seal of; open. 

un-sealed (un séld/) /an'siyld/ adj. not sealed. 

un-sea-sonea-ble (un sē/zə nə bəl) /an'siyzanabal/ adj. 
not seasonable; abnormal: unseasonable weather. —une 
sea/son-arbly, adv. 

unsseat (un set’) /an'siyt/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to remove 
from a seat, esp. to throw from a saddle. 2. to remove 
(someone) from political office by an elective process, by 
force, Or by legal action: /n the next election the mayor 
was unseated by lier opponent. 

un-see-ing (un sé/ing) /an'siyin/ adj. 1. not able to see; 
blind. 2. not looking at anything in particular: He gazed 
unseeing out the window. 

uneseemely (un sém/lé) /an'siymliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, 
adv. —adj. 1. not seemly; not in keeping with accepted 
standards of taste or proper form: unseemly informality. 
2. inappropriate for time or place: an unseenily hour. 
—adv. 3. in an unseemly manner. 

un-self-ish (un selfish) /an'selfif/ adj. not selfish; gen- 
erous. 

un-set-tle (un set/l) /an'setl/ v. [~ + obj], -tled, -tling. 
1l. to disturb; shake or weaken (beliefs, feelings, etc.); 
cause doubt or uncertainty about. 2. to disturb or upset 
the mind or emotions of. 

un-set-tled (un set/ld) /an'setld/ adj. 1. not settled; not 
Stable: an unsettled political situation. 2. continuously 
moving or changing: an unsettled life. 3. lacking cer- 
tainty; uneasy: ar unsettled mind. 4. not populated or 
settled: an unsettled wilderness. 5. undetermined; unde- 
cided: unsettled lawsuits. 6. likely to change; changea- 
ble: unsettled weather. 

uneshack-le (un shak/al) /an'fwkol/ v. [~ + obj], -led, 
-ling. to free from or as if from chains or shackles. 

un-shak-a-ble (un sha’ka bal) /an'feykobal/ adj. firm; 
unyielding: uushakable trust urishakable opinions. 

un-sightely (un sit7lé) /an'saytliy/ adj., -li-er, -li-est. 
distasteful or unpleasant to look at; unattractive; ugly: 
unsiglitly shacks. 

uneskilled (un skild’) /an'skild/ adj. 1. relating to work- 
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ers who lack special skills: skilled labor. 2. not de- 
manding special training or skill: unskilled jobs. 3. show- 
ing or having a lack of skill: an unskilled painting. 

uneskill-ful) (un skil/fal) /an'skrifol/ adj. not skillful; 
clumsy; inept. Also, esp. Brit., un-skil/ful. 

un-snap (un snap’) /an'snivp/ v. [~ + obj), -snapped, 
-snap-ping. to open or release by or as if by undoing a 
snap fastener. 

un-snarl (un snarl’) /an'snarl/ v. [~ + obj} to bring out 
of a snarled or tangled condition; disentangle: musnarling 
the kuots in yarn. 

un-so-cia-ble (un sd/sha bal) /an'sowJfabal/ adj. not so- 
ciable; unwilling to talk to or interact with people. See 
-SOc-. 

un-so-phis-ti-cat-ed (unsa fis/ti ka/tid) 
/anso'fistiu,kkeytid/ adj. 1. not sophisticated; simple, as 
when dealing with others: a guidebook for unsophisti- 
cated visitors to the big city. 2. without complex parts. 
See -SOPHI-. 

un-esound (un sound’) /an'sawnd/ adj., -er, -est. 1. not 
sound; unhealthy or diseased, as the body or mind. 2. 
not solid or firm, as foundations. 3. not valid; full of false 
arguments: an unsound argument. 4. easily broken; 
light: unsound sleep. 5. not financially strong or secure: 
an wisourd investment. 

un-spar-ing (un spar/ing) /an'speorip/ adj. 1. not spar- 
ing; generous; liberal: unsparing in his offers to lielp. 2. 
holding nothing back; harsh; severe: unsparing Criticism. 

un-speak-a-ble (un spē/kə bal) /an'spiykabol/ adj. in- 
describably terrible: :speakable crintes. —un-speak/a> 
bly, adv. 

un-spec-i-fied (un spes/a fid) /an'spesofayd/ adj. not 
made specific; not named: some unspecified ailments. 
See -SPEC-. 

un-spoiled (un spoild’) /an'spoyld/ adj. 1. not spoiled; 
not ruined: unspoiled food. 2. existing in a natural state: 
unspoiled wilderness. 

unspoken (un spd/kan) /an'spowkon/ adj. not said 
aloud: an unspoken accusation. 

unestarble (un sta/bal) /an'steybol/ adj. 1. not stable; 
unsteady: an mnustable foundation. 2. liable to change or 
fluctuate quickly; irregular: an mustable heartbeat. 3. 
showing an inability to keep one’s emotions stable or un- 
der some control: mentally unstable. 4. noting chemical 
compounds that readily change into other compounds. 
See -STAB-. 

unsteady (un sted/é) /an'stediy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. 
not steady or firm; unstable; shaky: an mnsteady ladder, 
an nusteady gait. 2. irregular or uneven: unsteady devel- 
opment. —un-stead-iely (un sted/I @) /an'stedliy/ adv. 
—un-stead/i-ness, 1/. [noricourit] 

un-stop (un stop’) /an'stop/ v. [~ + obj], -stopped, 
-stop-ping. 1. to remove the stopper from: to wnstop a 
jug. 2. to free from anything that blocks something; 
open: to nustop a toilet. 

un-strung (un strung’) /an'stran/ adj. [be + ~] weak- 
ened or nervously upset: was unstrung by the near disas- 
ter. 

un.stuck (un stuk/) /an'stak/ adj. brought to a state of 
disarray or stoppage: The negotiations have come iri- 
stuck. 

un-stud-ied (un stud/ēd) /an'stadiyd/ adj. 1. natural; 
unaffected: His unstudied politeness. 2. not possessing 
knowledge in a specific field. 

un-sub-stan-tial (un/səb stan/shal) /,ansob'stanfal/ adj. 
1. having no foundation in fact. 2. lacking material sub- 
stance. 3. lacking strength or solidity; Mimsy. 
un-esub-stan-tieat-ed (un/sab stan’she a/tid) /,ans- 
ab'stanfiy,eytid/ adj. not backed up with facts or proof; 
not confirmed: srisubstartiated rumors. 
un-suc-cess-ful (un’sak ses/fal) /,ansok'sesfol/ adj. not 
successful. —un/’suc-cess/ful-ly, adv. 

unsung (un sung’) /an'san/ adj. 1. not sung. 2. not 
celebrated in song or verse; not praised: wsurg leroes. 
un-sure (un shòór/) /an'for/ adj. (often: be + ~+ of] 
1. not certain: was unsure of lier feelings. 2. lacking con- 
fidence: was unsure of linisel. 

un-sus-pect-ed (un/sa spek/tid) /,anso'spektid/ adj. not 
suspected; not generally known: an unsuspected talent 
for coriedy. See -SPEC-. 

un-sus-pect-ing (un/sa spek/ting) /,anso'spektin/ adj. 
not suspecting; unaware; innocent: am unsuspecting vic- 
tini. ~un/sus-pect/ing-ly, adv. See -spec-. 
un-swerv-ing (un swtr/ving) /An'swarvin/ adj. strong; 
firm: unswerving loyalty. 

un-sym-pa-thet-ic (un/sim pa thet/ik) /,ansimpo'Oetik/ 


814 


adj. not sympathetic: was unsympathetic toward weak- 
ness in others. —un/sym-pa-thet/i-cal-ly, adv. See 
-PATH-. 

un-tan-gle (un tanggal) /an'tængol/ v. [~ + obj), -gled, 
-gling. 1. to bring out of a tangled state; disentangle. 2. 
to straighten out; clear up: wntangling bureaucratic red 
tape. 

un-tapped (un tapt’) /an'tæpt/ adj. available but not 
used: untapped resources. 

un-taught (un tat’) /an'tot/ adj. 1. not taught; natural: 
untaught gracefulness. 2. not instructed or educated; ig- 
norant. 

un-ten-a-eble (un ten’a bal) /an'tenobal/ adj. 1. that 
cannot be easily defended against attack: an untenable 
argument. 2. that cannot be held or maintained: an un- 
tenable military position. See -TEN-. 

un-think-a-ble (un thing’ka bal) /an'Oinkobal/ adj. 1. so 
terrible as to be inconceivable: an unthinkable crime. 2. 
not to be considered; out of the question. 

un-think-ing (un thing’king) /an'Oinktn/ adj. 1. thought- 
less; inconsiderate. 2. not thinking; heedless. 

un-tiedy (un ti7dé) /an'taydiy/ adj., -diver, -di-est. 1. not 
tidy or neat; disordered: an untidy children’s room. 2. 
not well-organized or carried out: an mntidy plan. 

unetie (un ti”) /an'tay/ v.f{~ + obj], -tied, -ty-ing. 1. to 
loose or unfasten (anything tied); let or set loose by un- 
doing a knot: to nutie a prisoner. 2. to undo the string or 
cords of: to untie (the strings Of) a package. 

unetil (un til”) /an'til/ conj. 1. up to the time that or 
when; till: Wait nutil it starts getting dark. 2. (usually 
used with a negative word or plirase] before: | didn't re- 
member it until the meeting was over. —prep. 3. onward 
to or till (a certain time or occurrence): to work until 6 
p.m. 4. [usually used witli a negative word or phrase] be- 
fore: He did not go until noon. —Usage. Compare uN- 
TiL, TO, and BY. The word until is used in expressions of 
time to mean “the time up to (a certain point):” to work 
until 6. She stayed inside until noon. The word To can be 
used like unTiL with expressions of time with from: They 
worked from noon until (or to) six. We use BY, not UNTIL, 
when referring to an action that will occur no later than a 
future time: Will the hot water be turned back on by to- 
morrow? To refer to a continuing state that stops at a 
certain time, we use unTiL: Youll have to wait until next 
week for the hot water. 

un-timeely (un tim/lé) /an'taymliy/ adj., -liver, -li-est, 
adv. —adj. 1. not timely; ill-timed: an untimely interrip- 
tion. 2. premature: an untimely death. 

unetireing (un tiring) /an'tay®rrn/ adj. relentless: mutir- 
ing efforts. —unstir/ingsly, adv. 

un-to (un/too; unstressed -ta) /'antuw; unstressed -tə/ 
prep. to: Do unto others as you would have theni do 
unto you. 

un-told (un told’) /an'towld/ adj. (usually: before a 
noun) 1. not told or revealed: untold secrets. 2. too 
great to count, calculate, or express: untold suffering; un- 
told wealtlı. 

un-touch-a-ble (un tuch’a bal) /an'tatfobol/ adj. 1. im- 
possible to touch; intangible. 2. disgusting to the touch. 
3. beyond criticism or control: Tle boss's son is untoucli- 
able. —n. [count] 4. a member of a lower caste in India 
whose touch was once believed to defile someone of 
higher caste. 5. a social outcast. 

un-touched (un tucht/) /an'tatft/ adj. 1. not affected by 
something: structures left untouched by the bomb. 2. 
not damaged: He escaped virtually untouched. 3. not 
eaten: left his food untouclied. 

un-to-ward (un tord’, -tord’) /an'tord, -'towrd/ adj. 1. 
unfavorable or unfortunate: Untoward circumstances 
forced liim into bankruptcy. 2. improper: untoward social 
beliavior. 

un-treat-ed (un tré/tid) /an'triytid/ adj. 1. not given 
proper medical attention or care: an untreated word. 2. 
not treated so as to render harmless or safe: untreated 
sewage, nutreated water. 

unstried (un trid’) /an'trayd/ adj. 1. not tried; not at- 
tempted. 2. not yet brought to trial or tried at a court of 
law. 

un-true (un troo’) /an'truw/ adj., -tru-er, -trueest. 1. not 
true to fact; incorrect or inaccurate; false: untrue state- 
ments. [It + be + ~ + that clause]: It is untrue that he 
didn't graduate. 2. [be + ~+ to)] unfaithful; disloyal: 
was witriue to ler country. 

un-truth (un trooth’) /an'truw0/ nu. 1. [vorcount) the 
state of being untrue. 2. [court] something untrue; a lie: 
spreading untritis. —un-truth’ful-ness, z. (oncornrit) 

un-tu-tored (un too/tard, -tyoo’-) /an'tuwtord, -'tyuw-/ 


815 


adj. 1. not trained or schooled. 2. naive; ignorant; unso- 
phisticated. 

un-used (un yoozd/ for I, 2; un yoost’ for 3) /an'yuwzd 
for I, 2; av'yuwst for 3/ adj. 1. not put to use: an un- 
used room. 2. never having been used: bought the car 
unused. 3. [be + ~ + to] not accustomed: Itn unused 
to cold winters. 

un-ursueal (un yoo’zhoo al) /an'yuw3uwol/ adj. not usual 
or ordinary; uncommon; exceptional: an unusual day. [It 
+ be + ~ + that clause): It was unusual that she was 
late. [It + be + ~ (+ for + obj) + to + verb): It was 
unusual (for hiin) to be at work before ten o'clock. —une 
u/suealely, adv.: He was unusually early. 

un-ut-ter-a-ble (un ut/ar ə bal) /an'atorabal/ adj. (be- 
fore a noun] beyond one’s ability to describe: unutterable 
Joy; unutterable sorrow. —uneut/ter-a-bly, adv. 

un-var-nished (un var/nisht) /an'varnift/ adj. 1. 
Straightforward; frank: the unvarnished truth. 2. not 
coated with or as if with varnish. 

un-vareyeing (un var/é ing) /an'veariyin/ adj. not vary- 
ing; not changing; staying the same: Maintain an unvary- 
ing temperature. —un-var/y-ing-ly, adv. 

un-veil (un val’) /an'veyl/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to remove a 
veil or other covering from: The artist unveiled the sculp- 
ture at the dedication cerernony. 2. to reveal or make 
known: She unveiled the new plan at the meeting. 

un-warey (un war/é) /an'weoriy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. not 
cautious or watchful, as against danger. —un-war/i- 
ness, n. [(noncount) 

un-wele-come (un wel/kam) /an'welkam/ adj. not wel- 
come; not desirable: an unwelcome visitor; unwelcome 
results. 

un-well (un wel’) /an'wel/ adj. [be + ~ sick; ailing; ill. 

un-whole-some (un hdl/sam) /an'howlsam/ adj. 1. 
harmful to physical or mental health. 2. unhealthy esp. 
in appearance: an unwholesome paleness. 3. morally 
harmful; depraved: an unwholesome criminal environ- 
ment, —un-ewhole’some-ness, n. [noncount) 

unwieldy (un wél/dé) /an'wiyldiy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. 
used, handled, or managed with difficulty because of 
size, shape, weight, or complexity: an unwieldy load of 
Scrap iron; an unwieldy bureaucracy. 

un-willeing (un wiling) /an'wilip/ adj. 1. not willing; re- 
luctant: an unwilling partner in the crime. [be + ~+ to 
+ verb)): He's unwilling to testify. 2. (before a noun] 
stubborn; obstinate: trying to teach unwilling students. 
—un-will/ing-ly, adv.: came to the party unwillingly. 

un-wind (un wind’) /an'waynd/ v., -wound, -wind-ing. 1. 
to (cause to) be undone or loosened from or as if from a 
coiled or wound condition; untwist: [~ + obj]: He un- 
wound the coil of electric wire. [no obj): The rope began 
to unwind. 2. to (cause to) be relieved of tension; relax: 
[no obj): needed to unwind after a hard day at work. [~ 
+ obj): a little soft music to unwind your frazzled nerves. 

un-wise (un wiz’) /an'wayz/ adj., -wiseer, -wis-est. not 
wise; foolish; imprudent: an unwise decision. 

un-wit-ting (un wit/ing) /an'witin/ adj. 1. unintentional; 
accidental; not on purpose: an unwitting victim, 2. not 
knowing; unaware; unconscious. 

un-wont-ed (un wôn’tid, -w6n/-, -wun/-) /an'wontid, 
-'wown-, -'wan-/ adj. not customary, habitual, or usual; 
rare: unwonted rudeness. 

un-workeaeble (un wûr/kə bal) /an'warkabal/ adj. badly 
put together and unlikely to succeed: an unworkable 
plan. 

un-eworldely (un warld/lé) /an'warldliy/ adj. 1. not inter- 
ested in wealth or material gain. 2. not earthly; spiritual. 

un-worethy (un wir/thé) /an'wsrdiy/ adj., -thi-er, -thi- 
est. —adj. 1. not worthy; lacking worth or excellence; not 
deserving: an unworthy sinner. [be + ~ + to + verb]: I 
am unworthy to marry her. 2. [be + ~ + of] beneath 
the dignity: That despicable behavior is unworthy of a 
true leader. —un-wor/thi-ness, n. [noncount] 

un-ewrap (un rap’) /an'ræp/ v. [~ + obj], -wrapped, 
-wrap-ping. to open (something wrapped), as by remov- 
ing or opening the wrapping of: to unwrap presents. 

un-ewrit-ten (un rit/n) /an'ritn/ adj. 1. not actually for- 
mulated or expressed but still held to be customary or 
traditional: an unwritten law. 2. not put in writing or 
print; oral: had an unwritten agreement. 

unzip (un zip’) /an'zip/ v., -zipped, -zip-ping. to (cause 
to) be opened or unfastened by or as if by means of a 
zipper: [~ + obj]: She had trouble unzipping the dress. 
[no obj]: The zipper won't unzip. 

up-, a combining form of uP: upland; upshot; upheaval. 
up (up) /ap/ adv., prep., adj. n., v., upped, up-ping. 
—adv. 1. to, toward, or in a more elevated position: to 
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climb up to the top of a ladder. 2. to or in an erect posi- 
tion: to stand up; He straightened np. 3. out of bed: 
Corme on, time to get up! 4. above the horizon: The 
moon came up. 5. to or at any point considered higher: 
He rolled the car windows up. 6. to or at a source, ori- 
gin, center, or the like: to follow a strearn up to its 
sonrce. 7. to or at a higher point or degree, as of rank, 
size, value, volume, or strength: Prices went up. Speak 
up. 8. to or at a point of equal advance: He caught up 
with her. 9. in continuing contact, esp. as showing con- 
tinuing awareness or knowledge: to keep up with the 
news. 10. into a state of emotional agitation: all worked 
up. 11. into existence, view, notice, or consideration: 
The lost papers turned up. 12. into or in a place of safe- 
keeping, storage, etc.; safely; tightly: to put up strawberry 
preserves. 13. into or in a state of union, contraction, 
etc.: to add up a column of figures. 14. to the final point; 
to an end; entirely: to be used up. 15. to a halt: The car 
pulled up. 16. ahead; in a leading position in a competi- 
tion: We were two games up in the tournament. 17. 
each; apiece: The score was seven up. 18. Informal. 
without ice; straight up. 19. (used with a verb to express 
additional emphasis on the action of the verb, or to sug- 
gest more thoroughness or completion of the action): Go 
wake your brother up. Drink up! Eat up! —prep. 20. to, 
toward, or at a higher place on or in: to go up the stairs. 
21. to, toward, or at a higher station, condition, or rank 
on or in: She's well up the social ladder. 22. at or to a 
farther point or higher place on or in: The store is up the 
Street. 23. toward the source, origin, etc., of: to float up 
a stream. 24. living or located inland or on elevated 
ground: They are two miles up from the coast. 25. in a 
direction contrary to that of: to row up the current. —adj. 
26. [before a noun] moving in or related to a direction 
that is up or that is thought of as up: the up elevator. 
27. [be + ~ + omin) informed; familiar; aware: I’m not 
up on current events. 28. [be + ~] concluded; ended; 
finished: Your time is up. 29. [be + ~] going on or hap- 
pening: What's up with you? 30. [be + ~] having a high 
position or station: to be up in society. 31. [be + ~ in 
an erect, vertical, or raised position: The tent is up. 32. 
[be + ~] above the ground: The corn is up. 33. [be + 
~] (of heavenly bodies) risen above the horizon: The sun 
is up. 34. [be + ~] awake or out of bed: /t was morning 
but | wasnt up yet. 35. [be + ~] (of water in natural 
bodies) high with relation to the banks or shore: The tide 
is up. 36. [be + ~] built; constructed: A new building is 
up and open to the public. 37. [be + ~ + for] cheerful 
or optimistic; exuberant; upbeat: The team was up for 
the game. 38. [be + ~] afoot or amiss; going on: Her 
nervous manner told me that something was up. 39. [be 
+ ~J] higher than formerly in amount or degree: The 
price of meat is up. 40. [be + ~] about to be prose- 
cuted for (a crime): to be up for fraud. 41. [be + ~ in 
operation or ready for use; working: The computer Sys- 
tem is up and running. 42. (after a noun indicating num- 
ber) ahead of an opponent in a competition: Hes two 
sets up. 43. [be + ~] considered or under considera- 
tion: up for reelection. 44. [be + ~] at bat in baseball. 
—n. [count] 45. an upward movement; ascent. 46. a 
time of good fortune, prosperity, etc.: the ups and downs 
in a career. 47. Informal. a feeling or state of happiness 
or exuberance: on an up. 48. an upward course or rise, 
as in price or value: ups in the rent. —v. 49. [~ + obj] 
to make larger; step up; increase: decided to up the rent. 
50. [not: be + ~-ing; no obj; ~ + and + verb] Inforinal. 
to start up; begin something abruptly: upped and ran 
away. 51. (used as a command or a way to rally others) 
stand or rise up: Up, men, and fight! —Idiom. 52. on 
the up and up, [be + ~] worth believing; honest; trust- 
worthy: This car salesman doesn’t seern to be on the up 
and up. 53. up against, confronted with; faced with: 
came up against a number of problerns. 54. up and 
around or about, recovered from an illness; able to 
leave one’s bed. 55. up for grabs, /nforrnal. freely avail- 
able to whoever can take or seize it first. 56. up to, a. as 
far as: I am up to the eighth lesson. b. in fulfillment of: 
couldn't live up to their expectations. c. as many as; to 
the limit of: This car can hold up to five persons. d. (be 
+ ~] capable of; equal to: /s he up to the job? e. [It + 
be + ~ + obj(+ to + verb)] being one’s responsibility: 
It's up to you to tell her. f. [be + ~] engaged in; doing: 
What have you been up to lately? g. [be + ~J doing 
something suspect, dishonest, or illegal: Theyre up to 
something, but the police don't yet know what. 
up/-and-com/ing, adj. likely to succeed; bright and in- 
dustrious: an up-and-coming young executive. 
up-beat (up/bēt/) /‘ap,biyt/ n. [count] 1. an unaccented 
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beat in music. 2. the upward stroke with which a conduc- 
tor indicates such a beat. —adj. 3. optimistic; happy; 
cheerful: an upbeat report on the economy. 

up-braid (up brad’) /ap'breyd/ v. {~ + obj] to find fault 
with or scold severely; censure: upbraided them for their 
poor grades. 

up-bring-ing (up/bring/ing) /‘ap,brinin/ n. (count; usu- 
ally singular] the care and training of children or a partic- 
ular type of such care and training: He had a religious 
upbringing. 

up-chuck (up/chuk’) /‘ap,tfak/ v. Informal. to vomit: {no 
obj): to upchuck all over the carpet. [~ + obj): to up- 
chuck dinner. 

up-coming (up/kum/ing) /‘ap,kamin/ adj. {usually be- 
fore a noun] coming up; about to take place, appear, Or 
be presented: the upcomring spring fashions. 

up-counstry (adj. n. up’kun/tré; adv. up kun/tré) / adj., 
n. ‘ap,kantriy; adv. ap'kantriy/ adj. 1. of, relating to, liv- 
ing in, or situated in the interior of a region or country; 
inland. —n. {noncount] 2. the interior of a region or 
country. —adv. 3. toward, into, or in the interior of a 
country: traveled upcountry. 

up-date (up/dat/; v. also up/dat’) /‘ap,deyt; v. wlsp 
\Ap!deyt/ v., -dat-ed, -dat-ing, n. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
bring up to date; incorporate new information in or for: 
to update a report. —n. (count) 2. an act or instance of 
updating. 3. new or current information used in updat- 
ing. 4. an updated version, account, or the like. 

up-draft (up/draft’) /‘ap,dreft/ n. [count] a movement 
upward of air or other gas. 

up-end (up end’) /ap'end/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to set or put 
(something) on end: The car was upended in a ditch. 2. 
to defeat in a competition: upended their opponents. 

up/-front’, adj. Also, up’front’. 1. paid in advance or 
as beginning capital: an up-front investment of $1,000. 
2. (usually: be + ~] honest; straightforward: III be up- 
front about my feelings. —adv. Also, up’ front’. 3. in ad- 
vance; initially: They asked for $1,000 up-front. 

up-grade (n. up’qrad’; adj., adv. up’grad’; v. up grad/, 
up’grad’) / n. ‘ap,greyd; adj., adv. ‘ap'greyd; v. 
ap'greyd, ‘ap,greyd/ 1i., adj., adv., v., -grad-ed, -grad- 
ing. —n. [count] 1. a part of a path or road going up in 
the direction of movement. 2. a new, usually improved 
model or version of something, as computer software. 
—adj. 3. uphill; of, relating to, on, or along an upgrade. 
—adv. 4. up a slope. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to raise in rank, 
position, importance, etc.: was upgraded to senior vice 
president. 6. to improve the usefulness of: fo upgrade 
our computers. See -GRAD-. 

up-heaveal (up hé/val) /ap'hiyvoal/ n. 1. strong or violent 
change or disturbance, such as in a society: [noncount]: 
brought social upheaval to the country. (count): an up- 
heaval caused by war. 2. [count] an act of upheaving, 
esp. of a part of the earth’s crust. 

up-hill (adv., adj. up/hil”; n. up/hil’) / adv., adj. ‘ap'hil; 
n. ‘ap,hil/ adv. 1. up or as if up the slope of a hill or 
other slope; upward: The soldiers marched uphill. —adj. 
2. going or tending upward on or as if on a hill: an uphill 
road. 3. at a high place or point: an uphill village. 4. very 
tiring or difficult: an uphill struggle to earn a living. —n. 
[count] 5. a rising piece or area of land; ascent. 

up-hold (up hdld’) /ap'howld/ v. [~ + obj], -held, -hold- 
ing. 1. to support or defend, as against criticism: to up- 
hold the family’s good name. 2. to hold up; keep from 
sinking; support. 

up-hol-ster (up hol/star, ə pdl7-) /ap'howlstor, ə'powl-/ 
v. [~ + obj] to fit with upholstery: upholstering a chair. 
—up-hol/ster-er, 1. [count] 

up-hol-stersy (up hdl/sta rē, -stré, 93  pol7-) 
/ap'howlstoriy, -striy, ə'powl-/ n. [nonconnt)] the 
materials used to cushion and cover furniture, as chairs 
and sofas. 

up-keep (up/’kép’) /‘ap,kiyp/ n. [noncount] 1. the care, 
repairs, etc., necessary for the proper functioning of a 
machine, building, household, etc. 2. the cost of this: 
Upkeep is one quarter of our budget. 

up-land (up/land, -land’) /‘aplond, -,lend/ n. (count) 1. 
land elevated above other land. 2. land above the level 
where water flows or where flooding occurs. —adj. 3. of 
or relating to uplands or elevated regions. 

uplift (up lift?) /ap'hft/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to lift up; raise; 
elevate. 2. to improve socially, culturally, or morally. 3. 
to encourage with emotionally or spiritually cheering 
words. 

up-liftsing (up lifting) /ap'liftin/ adj. containing emo- 
tional or spiritual encouragement: an uplifting speech. 
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up-mar-ket (up/mar/kit) /‘ap,murkit/ adj. appealing to 
or serving high-income consumers; upscale; expensive. 

up-on (ə pon’, ə pon’) /a'pon, a'pon/ prep. 1. up and 
on; upward so as to get or be on: She climbed upon her 
horse. 2. in a higher or elevated position on: a flag upon 
the roof. 3. in or into proximity with in time or space: 
The holidays will soon be upon us. 4. on the occasion of; 
at the time of: shouted with joy upon hearing the news. 
—Usage. This word can sometimes replace On when de- 
scribing actual or implied spatial relations without the 
meaning of upward motion: He laid the book on/upon 
the table. | wouldn't wish it upon/on anyone. | came to 
rely on/upon him. However, on cannot be replaced by 
upon in all cases, as for example in certain time and 
place expressions: / met them on Thursday; | met them 
on the corner of 23rd Street and Lexington Avenue. \n 
both these sentences the use of upon would be incorrect. 

up-per' (up/ar) /‘apor/ adj. [before a noun) 1. higher, 
such as in place, position, musical pitch, or in a scale: 
the upper stories of a house. 2. higher or superior, as in 
rank, dignity, or station: the upper levels of the adminis- 
tration. 3. (of places) at a higher level, more northerly, or 
farther from the sea: upper New York State. —n. [count] 
4. the part of a shoe or boot above the sole 5. Usually, 
uppers. a. an upper dental plate. b. an upper tooth. 

upper? (upar) /‘apor/ n. [count] Slang. a drug that 
stimulates, as an amphetamine. 

up-per-case (up/er kas’) /‘apar'keys/ adj., 1. (of an al- 
phabetical character) capital: uppercase characters like A, 
B, and C. —n. (noncount) 2. capital letters when they are 
thought of as a group. Compare LOWERCASE. 

up’per class’, n. (count] a class of people above the 
middle class, characterized by wealth and social prestige. 
—up/’per-class/, adj.: an upper-class family. 

up-per-classeman (up/ar klas/mən) /'apər'klæsmən/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a junior or senior in a secondary 
school or a college or university. 

upper crust’, n. (count; usually singular; usually: the 
+ ~] Informal. the highest social class. 

up-per-cut (up/ar kut’) /‘apor,kat/ n., v., -cut, -cuteting. 
—n. [count] 1. a swinging blow directed upward, as to an 
opponent's chin. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to strike (an Oppo- 
nent) with an uppercut. 

up’per hand’, n. (count; usually singular; usually: the 
+ ~ a controlling position; advantage: tried to gain the 
upper hand in the negotiations. 

up-per-most (up’ar most’) /‘apor,mowst/ adj. Also, ups 
most (up/most’) /‘ap,mowst/. 1. highest in place, order, 
tank, power, etc.; topmost; predominant: a subject of up- 
permost concern. —adv. 2. in or into the uppermost 
place, rank, Or importance. 

uP-picty (up/i tē) /apitiy/ adj. Informal. tending to be 
haughty; snobbish; arrogant. 

up-raised (up razd’) /ap'reyzd/ adj. raised up; lifted in 
the air. 

uperight (up/rit’, up rit”) /‘ap,rayt, ap'rayt/ adj. 1. 
straight, erect, or vertical, as in position or posture: np- 
right posture. 2. [before a noun] raised or made verti- 
cally: an upright vacuum cleaner. 3. being fair, right, 
honest, or just: an upright citizen. —n. [count] 4. some- 
thing standing straight up, as a piece of timber. 5. Usu- 
ally, uprights. [plural goalposts, as On a football field. 
6. an object designed to stand upright: The piano is an 
upright. —adv. 7. in an upright position or direction. 

upsriSeing (up/ri/zing, up ri/zing) /‘ap,rayzin, ap'rayzin/ 
n. [count] a revolt; an act of rising up against authority. 

uP-roar (up/rér’, -rOr’) /'ap,ror, -,rowr/ n. 1. (noncount] 
a state of noisy disturbance, as of a crowd; turmoil. 2. 
[count] an instance of this. 

up-roar-ious (up rOr/é əs, -rOr/-) /Ap'roriyas, -'rowr-/ 
adj. 1. characterized by or in a state of uproar; riotous. 
2. very funny: an uproarious joke. 3. very loud or noisy: 
uproarious laughter. 

up-root (up root’, -rddt’) /ap'ruwt, -'rot/ v. [~ + obj) 1. 
to pull out by or as if by the roots: The wind uprooted the 
trees. 2. to displace or remove (people) violently, such as 
from a home, country, customs, or way of life. 

ups’ and downs’, n. [plural rises and falls of fortune; 
good and bad times. 

up-scale (up/skal’) /‘ap,skeyl/ adj. of, for, or catering to 
well-off consumers: upscale magazines. 

up-set (v., adj. up set/; n. up/set’) / v., adj. ap'set; n. 
‘ap set/ v., -set, -set-ting, n., adj. —v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
overturn: to upset a glass of milk. 2. to disturb mentally 
or emotionally; distress: The accident upset her. 3. to 
disturb completely; throw into disorder: to upset a plan. 
4. to disturb physically: The food upset his stomach. 5. 
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to defeat (an opponent that is favored), as in politics or 
sports. —n. [court] 6. the unexpected defeat of an oppo- 
nent that is favored. —adj. [usually: be + ~) 7. dis- 
tressed; disturbed: She's very pset at the children. 

upshot (up/shot’) /‘ap,fot/ n. (count; usually singular) 
the final outcome; conclusion; result: The upshot of the 
disagreement was that they broke np the partnership. 

upeside (up/sid’) /‘ap,sayd/ n. [cont] 1. the upper side 
or part. 2. an upward trend, as in stock prices. 

up’side down’, adv. 1. with the upper part at the bot- 
tom. 2. in or into complete disorder; topsy-turvy: turned 
the room upside down in their search. 

up-stage (up/staj’) /‘sp'steyd3/ adv., adj., v., -staged, 
-stag-ing. —adv. 1. at or toward the back of the stage. 
—adj. 2. of, relating to, or located at the back of the 
Stage. —v. [~ + obj] 3. a. to move upstage of (another 
actor), forcing him or her to act with back to the audi- 
ence. b. to draw attention away from (another actor) by 
some activity: upstaged her by loudly blowing his nose. 
4. to outdo professionally, socially, etc. 

upstairs (up/starz’) /'ap'steərz/ adv., adj, n., pl. 
-stairs. —adv. 1. up the stairs; to or on an upper floor: / 
walked her upstairs. 2. to or at a higher level of author- 
ity: moved upstairs in the corporation. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. of, relating to, or located on an upper floor: an 
upstairs apartment. —n. (count; singular; used with a 
singular verb] 4. an upper story or stories; the part of a 
building or house above the ground floor. —Idiom. 5. 
kick upstairs, [Kick + obj + ~] to promote to a higher 
but less powerful or important position. 

up-stand-ing (up stan/ding) /ap'standin/ adj. honora- 
ble; straightforward; upright: an upstanding member of 
the conmunumity. 

upstart (up/start’) /‘ap,start/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who has risen suddenly from a humble position to 
wealth, power, or importance. —adj. [before a nonn] 2. 
being, resembling, or characteristic of an upstart. 

up-state (up/stat’) /'ap'steyt/ n. [nonconnt] 1. the part 
of a state that ts farther north or farther from the chief 
city. —adj. 2. of or coming from such an area. —adv. 3. 
in, to, or toward an upstate area. 

up-stream (up/strém/) /‘ap'striym/ adv. 1. toward or in 
the higher part of a stream; against the current. —aqdj. 2. 
directed or located upstream. 

upsurge (v. up stirj7; n. up/sdrj’) / v. ap's3rd3; n. 
‘Ap, s3rd3/ v., -surged, -surg-ing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to 
surge up; increase; rise. —n. [count] 2. the act of surg- 
ing up; a large or rapid increase: a sudden upsurge in 
consumer spending. 

upswing (n. up’swing’; v. up swing’) / n. 'ap,swry; v. 
Ap'swin/ n. [count] 1. an upward swing or swinging 
movement, as of a pendulum. 2. a marked increase or 
improvement: an upswing in stock prices. 

up-take (up/tak’) /‘ap,teyk/ n. 1. [noncount] under- 
standing or comprehension; mental grasp: quick on the 
uptake. 2. [count] an act or instance of taking up. 3. 
(count) a flue leading upward from below, such as for 
conducting smoke or a current of air. 4. [noncount] the 
absorption of substances, as nutrients, by the tissues of 
the body. 

up-tight (up/tit”) /‘ap'tayt/ adj. Informal. 1. tense, anx- 
ious, worried, nervous, or jittery. 2. stiffly conventional; 
Straitlaced. 

up/-to-date’, adj. 1. keeping up with the times; cur- 
rent; modern: mp-to-date fashions; up-to-date electronic 
networks. 2. including the latest information or facts: an 
up-to-date report. 

up-town (adv, n. up/toun’; adj. -toun’) / adv., n. 
'ap'tawn; adj. -,tawn/ adv. 1. to, toward, or in the upper 
part of a town or city, usually the part away from the 
main business section. —adj. [before a noun) 2. moving 
toward, situated in, or relating to the upper part of a 
town or city: Take the uptown bus. —1. (nonconnt] 3. the 
uptown section of a town or city. 

up-turn (up/tirn’) /‘ap,tsrn/ n. [count] an upward turn, 
as in prices or business. 

up-ward (up/ward) /‘apword/ adv. Also, up’wards. 1. 
toward a higher place or position: birds flying upward. 2: 
toward a higher or more distinguished condition, rank, 
level, etc: to move upward in the company. 3. beyond; 
more: students 12 years old and upward. 4. toward the 
source of a stream or the interior of a region. 5. in the 
upper parts; above. —adj. 6. moving or tending upward, 
directed at or situated in a higher place or position: an 
upward motion. —Idiom. 7. upward(s) of, more than: 
costs upwards of a thousand dollars. —up/wardely, adv. 

uranium (yò ra/né am) /yu'reyniyom/ n. [noncount] 
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a white, shining, radioactive, metallic element, used in 
atomic and hydrogen bombs and as a fuel in nuclear re- 
actors. —ueransic (yoo ran/ik) /yo'raenik/ adj. 

urban (ûr/bən) /'srbən/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or making 
up a City or town: urban areas. 2. living in a city: the nr- 
ban population. 

urebane (tir ban’) /sr'beyn/ adj. polished in one’s man- 
ner or style; sophisticated. —ureban-iety (Gr ban/i tē) 
/sr'benitiy/ n. (noncount) 

ursban-ize (ir/ba niz’) /‘3rbo,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-iz-ing. to cause to take on the characteristics of a city. 
—ur-ban-i-za-tion (ûr/bə na za/shan) /,3rbonoa'zeyfon/ n. 
(nonconnt] 

ur/ban renew/al, n. [noncomnt) the repairing of run- 
down city areas by fixing old buildings or demolishing 
and replacing them with new ones. Also called ur/ban 
redevelopment. 

ur/ban sprawl, n. [nonconnt] the uncontrolled spread 
of a city into outlying regions. 

urechin (ûr/chin) /'3rtfin/ n. (count) 1. a mischievous 
child. 2. any small child or youngster. 3. SEA URCHIN. 

-ure, suffix. -ure is attached to roots and verbs to form 
abstract nouns that refer to action, result, and instrument 
or use: press- + -nre 7 pressure; legislate + -ure — 
legislature; fract- + -ure 7 fracture. 

urge (ûrj) /srd3/ v., urged, urging, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] 
to encourage forcefully: to urge an athlete to greater ef- 
fort. 2. [~ + obj + obj] to impel to greater speed: The 
riders urged their horses around the track. 3. to try to 
persuade (someone), as by asking or begging; exhort: [~ 
+ obj): to urge a person to greater caution. [~ + obj + 
to + verb}: She urged us to go slow. 4. [~ + obj) to 
recommend earnestly: to urge a plan of action on us. 5. 
[~ + obj] to insist on or stress: to urge the need for 
haste. —n. [count] 6. an act of urging; influence or force; 
impulse. 7. an instinctive drive: fhe sex urge. 

urgent (ur/jant) /'srd3ənt/ adj. 1. requiring immediate 
action or attention: an urgent message. 2. conveying a 
sense of earnest insistence: spoke in low, urgent tones. 
—ur’gen-cy, ri. [noncoint) —ur/gent-ly, adv. 

uerienal (ydor/a nl) /‘yuronl/ n. [count] 1. a flushable wall 
fixture used by men for urinating. 2. a building or enclo- 
sure containing such fixtures. 

urinary (ydor’a ner/é) /‘yura,neriy/ adj. of or relating 
to urine or to the organs that secrete and discharge 
urine. 

uerienate (yoor’a nat’) /'yura,neyt/ v. [no obj], -nat-ed, 
-nat-ing. to discharge urine. 

uerine (ydor/in) /'yurin/ n. [noncount) the waste matter 
sent out of the body by the kidneys through the bladder, 
in mammals as a Slightly acid yellowish liquid. 

urn (urn) /3rn/ n. [cont] 1. a large or decorated vase. 2. 
a vase for holding the ashes of a person’s cremated 
body. 3. a large metal container with a spout, used for 
making or serving tea or coffee in large amounts. 

U-rueguay-an (yd0’e gwa/’an, -qwi/en) /,yuo'gweyon, 
-'gwayon/ adj. 1. of or relating to Uruguay. —n. [count] 
2. a person born or living in Uruguay. 

us (us) /as/ pron. 1. the object form of we, used as a di- 
rect or indirect object: They took us to the circus. She 
asked us the way. 2. (used in place of the pronoun we 
after the verb to be): Who's there? —It’s us! 3. (used in- 
stead of the pronoun onr before a gerund or present par- 
ticiple): She graciously forgave us spilling the gravy. 

U.S. or US, an abbreviation of: United States. 

U.S.A. or USA, an abbreviation of: United States of 
America. 

us-a-ble or use-a-ble (yd0/za bal) /'yuwzabal/ adj. 1. 
available or convenient for use. 2. capable of being used. 
—us-asbil-i-ty (yoo’za bili tē) /yuwzo'bilitiy/ n. [non- 
count) 

useage (yoo/sij, -zij) //yuwsid3, -z1d3/ n. 1. [roncount) a 
customary way of doing something; a custom or practice. 
2. [noncomnt) the customary manner in which a language 
or a form of a language is spoken or written. 3. [connut] a 
particular instance of this: a usage borrowed from 
French. 

use (v. yooz or, for pt. form of 7 yoost; n. yoos) / v. yuwz 
or, for pt. form of 7 yuwst; n. yuws/ v., used, using, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to employ for some purpose: to nse a 
knife to cut the meat. 2. [~ + obj] to apply (something) 
to one’s own purposes: to nse the bathroom. 3. to con- 
sume, expend, or exhaust: [~ (+ mp) + obj]: We've sed 
(up) the money. [~ + obj + (up)): Weve mused the 
money (up). 4. [~ + obj] to treat or behave toward: He 
used his employees well. 5. [~ + obj] to take unfair ad- 
vantage of; exploit: was just using him for his nioney and 
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social contacts. 6. [~ + obj] to consume or take habitu- 
ally: fo use drugs. 7. {past tense of use + to + verb] to 
be customarily found doing (expresses habitual or cus- 
tomary actions in the past): He used to go to school 
every day. —n. 8. [noncount] the act of using or the state 
of being used. 9. [count] an instance or way of using 
something: a painter's use of color. 10. [count] a way of 
being used; a purpose for which something is used: De- 
scribe some of the uses of a wrench. 11. [noncount] the 
power, right, or privilege of using something: fo lose the 
use of an eye. 12. [noncount] utility; usefulness: of no 
practical use. 13. [noncount] help; profit; resulting good; 
advantage: What's the use of complaining? 14. [non- 
count] need: Have you any use for another calendar? 
—Idiom. 15. have no use for, [have no + ~ + for + 
obj] a. to have no need for. b. to feel intolerant of: to 
have no use for petty thieves. 16. in use, being used: 
The laboratory is in use. 17. make use of, [~ + obj] to 
use, esp. effectively; employ: He makes use of his pur- 
chases. 18. put to use, [put + obj + to + ~] to find a 
function for; utilize: He puts his computer to good use. 
—us/er, n. [count] 
used (yoozd or, for 3, yddst) /yuwzd or, for 3, yuwst adj. 
1. previously used or owned; secondhand: a used Car; 
used books. 2. employed for a purpose; utilized. 
—Idiom. 3. used to, [be + ~] accustomed to; habitu- 
ated to: He’s still not used to life in the city. 
use-ful (ydos/fal) /‘yuwsfal/ adj. 1. being of use or serv- 
ice: a useful member of society; a useful resource, like 
timber. 2. helpful to others: She's very useful to have 
around. —use’ fully, adv. —use/ful-ness, n. (roncount] 
use-less (ydos/lis) /‘yuwslis/ adj. 1. of no use; not serv- 
ing the purpose or any purpose: useless information. [It 
+ be + ~ + to + verb]: It was useless to complain. 2. 
without useful qualities; of no practical good: He's use- 
less at solving problems. —use/less-ly, adv. —use/less: 
ness, n. [noncount] 
us/er-friend/ly, adj. easy to operate, understand, etc.: 
a user-friendly computer. 
ush-er (ush/er) /‘afor/ n. [count] 1. a person who es- 
corts people to seats in a theater, church, etc. 2. an offi- 
cial doorkeeper, such as in a courtroom. 3. a male at- 
tendant of a bridegroom at a wedding. —v. 4. to act as 
an usher (to): [~ + obj): She ushered them to their 
seats. [no obj]: He got his brother to usher at the wed- 
ding. 5. to precede or herald: [~ + in + obj): ushering 
in a new age of prosperity. [~ + obj + in]: to usher 
prosperity in. 
ush-er-ette (ush/’a ret’) /afo'ret/ n. [count] a woman 
who acts as an usher. 
USS or U.S.S., an abbreviation of: United States Ship. 
uesusal (ydo’zhdo al) /‘yuw3uwoal/ adj. 1. expected to be 
found or to be present: accomplished the job with her 
usual skill. [It + be + ~ (for + obj) + to + verb]. It’s 
not usual (for him) to be so late. 2. commonly met with 
or observed; ordinary: the usual cold winter weather. 3. 
commonplace; everyday: all the usual things of life. —n. 
[count; usually: the + ~} 4. something that is usual: HeU 
have his usual to drink. —Idiom. 5. as usual, in the 
customary or habitual way: He was late, as usual. —u/- 
sucalely, adv. 
uesurp (yoo surp/’, -zurp’) /yuw'sarp, -'zarp/ v [~ + obj) 
to seize and hold by force or without legal right: to usurp 
a rightful government. —u-sur-pa-tion (yoo’sar pa/shan, 
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-zar-) /,yuwsor'peysan, -zor-/ n. [noncount] —u-surp/er, 

n. [count] 

uesuery (yoo’zha rē) /'yuw3əriy/ n. [noncount] the prac- 
tice of lending money at an unfairly high interest rate. 
—u/sur-er, n. [count] —u-sureisous (yoo zhòór/ē əs) 
/yuw'3uriyas/ adj. 

UT or Ut., an abbreviation of: Utah. 

uetenssil (yoo ten/sal) /yuw'tensal/ n. [count] 1. an in- 
strument, container, or other object commonly used in a 
kitchen, dairy, etc.: eating utensils. 2. any instrument, 
container, or tool serving a useful purpose: farming uten- 
sils. 

u-ter-usS (yoo/tar as) /'yuwtaras/ n. [count], pi. urtersi 
(yoo/ta ri/) /‘yuwta,ray/ uster-us-es. a hollow organ of 
certain female mammals in which the fertilized egg de- 
velops during pregnancy; the womb. —usrter-ine (yoo/- 
tor in, -tə rin’) /‘yuwtorin, -to,rayn/ adj. 

urtil-ietarsisan (yoo til/i târ/ē an) /yuw,tili'teoriyon/ adj. 
designed for or concerned with utility or usefulness 
rather than beauty, ornamentation, etc. 

urtileisty (yoo tii tē) /yuw'tilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. [non- 
count] the state or quality of being useful; usefulness. 2. 
[count] a public service, as that providing electricity or 
water. 

utility room’, n. [count] a room, esp. in a house, re- 
served for a washing machine, furnace, or other large ap- 
pliances. 

urti-lize (yoot/! iz’) /‘yuwtl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -lized, -liz- 
ing. to put to use, esp. to profitable or practical use: 
How can we best utilize our limited resources? —urticlie 
Za-tion (yoot/I ə za’shan) /,yuwtla'zeysan/ n. (noncount] 

utemost (ut/most’) /‘at,mowst/ adj. 1. of the greatest or 
highest degree, quantity, etc.: of the utmost importance. 
—n. [noncount; often: the + ~ 2. the greatest degree or 
amount: provided the utmost in comfort. 3. the best of 
one's abilities, powers, etc.: He did his utmost to win. 4. 
the extreme limit: My patience has been tried to the ut- 
most. 

U-to-piea (yoo tō/pē ə) /yuw'towpiya/ n., pl. -piras. 1. 
{proper noun] an imaginary island described in Sir 
Thomas More's Utopia (1516) as enjoying perfection in 
law, politics, etc. 2. [count; usually: utopia] any ideal 
place or state. —U-to/pi-an, u-to’pi-an, adj., n. [count] 

utter! (ut/ar) /‘ator/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to speak or pro- 
nounce: He was unable to utter a word. 2. to emit or 
give out (cries, notes, etc.) with the voice: to utter a sigh. 
3. to give forth (a sound) otherwise than with the voice: 
The engine uttered a shriek. 

ut-ter? (ut/ar) /‘ator/ adj. (before a noun} complete; to- 
tal; absolute: utter abandonment to grief. —ut/ter-ly, 
adv.: That book is utterly boring. 

ut-ter-ance (ul/or ans) /‘atorons/ n. 1. [count] some- 
thing uttered. 2. [moncount] an act of uttering. 

ut-ter-most (ut/ar most’) /‘Ator,mowst/ adj., n. UTMOST. 

U-turn (yoo/tarn’) /‘yuw,tsrn/ n. [count] 1. a U-shaped 
turn made by a vehicle so as to head in the opposite di- 
rection from its original course. 2. a reversal of policy, 
tactics, etc., resembling such a turn. —v. [no obj] 3. to 
execute a U-turn. 

UV, an abbreviation of: ultraviolet. 

U-zi (00/zé) /'uwziy/ n. [count], pl. Uezis. a compact 
9mm submachine gun of Israeli design. 


V, v (vē) /viy/ n. [cont], pl. Vs or V's, vs or v's. the 
22nd letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

V, Symbol. (sometimes: v] the Roman numeral for five. 

v., an abbreviation of: 1. verb. 2. verse. 3. version. 4. 
versus. 5. vice. 6. village. 7. voice. 8. volt. 9. voltage. 
10. volume. 

VA, an abbreviation of: 1. Virginia. 2. Also, va 
ampere. 

Va., an abbreviation of: Virginia. 

-Vac-, rool. -vac- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “empty.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: EVACUATE, VACANCY, VACANT, VACATE, VACATION, VACUOUS, 
VACUUM. 

va-can-cy (va/ken se) /'vcykonsiy/ n., pl. -cies. 1. 
[nonconnt] the state of being vacant; emptiness. 2. 
[count] a vacant or unoccupied place, esp. one for rent, 
as a hotel room or an apartment: several vacancies listed 
in the paper. 3. [count] an unoccupied position or office: 
We have a vacancy for PTA president. See -vac-. 

va-cant (va/kent) /‘veykant/ adj. 1. having no contents; 
empty. 2. having no occupant; unoccupied: a vacant 
seat. 3. not in use: a vacant warehouse. 4. lacking in in- 
telligence: a vacant expression. 5. not occupied by an in- 
cumbent, official, or the like, as a political office: a vacant 
senate seat. See -vAc-. 

va-cate (va/kat) /‘vcykcyt/ v. [~ + obj], -cat-ed, -cat- 
ing. 1. to give up occupancy of: to vacate an apartment. 
2. to give up or relinquish: to vacate a senate seat. See 
-VAC-. 

va-ca-tion (va ka’shan, va-) /vey'keyfon, va-/ n. l. a 
period during which one does not have to report to one’s 
regular work, school, or other activity, usually used for 
rest, recreation, or travel: [count]: went on a long vaca- 
tion. [noncount}: They're on vacation. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
take or have a vacation: vacationed in Spain. —va-ca/- 
tion-er, n. [count] See -vac-. 

vac-ci-nate (vak/sa nat’) /‘vwkso,ncyt/ v., -nat-ed, -nat- 
ing. to inoculate with a vaccine. —vac-ci-na-tion (vak/- 
sə na/shan) /,vckso'neyfon/ n. [noncount): the impor- 
tance of vaccination against disease. [count]: performed 
thousands of vaccinations. 

vac-cine (vak sén/) /vick'siyn/ n. [cont] 1. a prepara- 
tion introduced into the body to prevent a disease by 
causing the body to produce antibodies against it, usually 
a weakened substance containing the virus causing the 
disease against which the body can react. 2. a software 
program that helps to protect against computer viruses. 

vacillate (vas/a lat’) /'væsə,leyt/ v. [no obj], -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. to be unsure in one’s mind or opinion; be inde- 
cisive about what action to take: vacillated before decid- 
ing. —vac-ilela-tion (vas’e la’shan) /,viesa'leyfan/ n. 
(noncount) 

va-curiety (va kydo/i tē, va-) /va'kyuwitiy, vo-/ n., pl. 
-ties. 1. [noncoint) absence of thought or intelligence: a 
Stare indicating complete vacuity. 2. [count] something 
said or proposed that is foolish or stupid. See -vac-. 

vaceueous (vak’/yoo as) /'vakyuwos/ adj. 1. lacking 
contents; empty. 2. lacking in ideas or intelligence: a 
vacuous mind; a vacuous smile. —vac/u-ousely, adv. 
See -vac-. 

vac-ueum (vak/yoom, -yem) /'vakyuwm, -yom/ n., pl. 
-u-ums for 1-4, -uea (-yoo Ə) /-yuwd/ for l-3; adj.; v. —n. 
[cont] 1. a space entirely empty of matter. 2. an en- 
closed space from which matter, esp. air, has been par- 
tially removed so that the matter or gas remaining in the 
space exerts less pressure than the atmosphere. 3. a 
space not filled or occupied; emptiness; void: The loss of 
his son le a vacium in his life. 4 VACUUM CLEANER. 
—adj. 5. of or relating to a vacuum. —v. 6. to clean with 
a vacuum Cleaner: [~ + obj]: to vacuum the rig. [no 
obj}: | vacum on Fridays. See -Vvac-. 

vac’uum clean/er, n. [cont] an electrical device for 
cleaning carpets, floors, etc., by suction. Also called 
vac/uum sweep’er. See illustration at APPLIANCE. 

vac/uum-packed’, adj. packed, as in a can, with as 
much air as possible removed before sealing. 

-vade-, root. -vade- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “go.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
EVADE, INVADE, PERVADE. 

vag-a-bond (vag/a bond’) /'vægə,bpnd/ adj. 1. wander- 
ing from place to place without any settled home. —n. 
[count] 2. a person, usually without a permanent home, 
who wanders from place to place; a nomad. ; 

Va-garey (vā/gə rē, və gar’é) /‘'veygoriy, və'geəriy/ n., 
pl. -gar-ies. an unpredictable or unexpected action, OC- 
currence, course, or idea: the vagaries of a life. 

vaegiena (va ji7na) /və'dzaynə/ n. [count], pl. -nas, -nae 
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(-né) /-niy/. the passage leading from the uterus to the 
vulva in female mammals. —vag-ienal (vaj/a nal) /'væd- 
3ənəl/ adj. 

va-grant (va/grant) /‘veygrant/ n. [count] 1. a person 
who wanders about idly and has no permanent home or 
employment; a vagabond. 2. a person who wanders 
from place to place; wanderer; rover. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. wandering or roaming from place to place. 4. 
wandering idly without a permanent home or employ- 
ment: vagrant beggars. 5. not fixed or settled; random: a 
vagrant thought. —va/gran-cy, n. (noncount] 

vague (vag) /vcyg/ adj, vaguer, va-guest. l. not 
Clearly stated or expressed: vague promises. 2. indefinite 
or indistinct in nature or character: a vague rumor. 3. 
not clear or definite in thought, understanding, or ex- 
pression: was vague when | asked his plan. —vague/ly, 
adv. —vague/ness, n. (noncount] 

vain (van) /vcyn/ adj., -er, -est. 1. overly proud of or 
concerned about one’s own appearance, qualities, 
achievements, etc. 2. ineffectual or unsuccessful; use- 
less; futile: vain efforts. — Idiom. 3. in vain, a. without 
effect; to no purpose: All the work was in vain. b. in an 
improper or irreverent manner: to take God's name in 
vain. —vain/ly, adv. 

-val-, root. -val- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “worth; health; strength.” This meaning is found 
in such words aS: DEVALUE, EQUIVALENT, EVALUATE, PREVA- 
LENT, UNDERVALUE, VALEDICTORIAN, VALIANT, VALID, VALIDATE, 
VALOR, VALUE. 

val., an abbreviation of: value. 

valance (val/ans, va/lans) /'væləns, 'veylons/ n. [count] 
a short curtain or piece of drapery hung from the edge of 
a Canopy, the frame of a bed, etc. 

vale (val) /veyl/ n. [count] 1. valley. 2. the world, or 
mortal or earthly life: this vale of tears. 

val-e-dic-to-ri-an (vali dik tôr/ē ən, -tōr/-) 
/yældik'toriyən, -'towr-/ n. [count] a student, usually 
the one ranking highest academically in a graduating 
class, who delivers the valedictory at a graduation cere- 
mony. See -VAL-, -DICT-. 

val-e-dic-toery (vali dik/ta rē) /,vali'diktoriy/ adj., n., 
pl. -ries. —adj. 1. bidding good-bye; saying farewell: a 
valedictory speech. 2. of or relating to an occasion of 
leave-taking: a valedictory ceremony. —n. [count] 3. a 
speech delivered at the commencement exercises of a 
college or school on behalf of the graduating class. 4. 
any farewell speech. See -vaL-, -DICT-. 

val-en-tine (val/ən tin’) /‘valon,tayn/ n. [count] 1. a 
card or message, usually expressing love or affection, or 
sentiment, or a gift sent by one person to another on a 
holiday called Valentine’s Day, February 14. 2. a sweet- 
heart chosen or greeted on this day. 

valet (va la’, valit, val/ā) /vw'ley, ‘velit, 'væley/ n. 
[count] 1. a male servant who attends to the personal 
needs of his employer, as by taking care of clothing; 
manservant. 2. an employee who cares for the clothing 
of guests of a hotel, passengers on a ship, etc. 3. an at- 
tendant who parks cars for guests at a hotel, restaurant, 
etc. 

val-iant (val/yant) /vælyənt/ adj. 1. boldly courageous; 
brave: valiant soldiers. 2. marked by bravery or valor; he- 
roic: a valiant effort. —valiant-ly, adv. See -vVAL-. 
—Syn. See BRAVE. 

valeid (valid) /‘vwlid/ adj. 1. sound; just; well-founded: a 
valid argument. 2. having proper authority; that can be 
used legally or properly; authoritative: a valid driver's li- 
cense. 3. legally sound, effective, or binding: a valid con- 
tract. —vaslid-isty (va lid/i tē) /va'liditiy/ n. Lnoncount) 
—val/id-ness, n. [noncount] See -vaAL-. 

val-iedate (val/i dat’) /'væl,deyt/ v. [~ + obj], -dat-ed, 
-dat-ing. 1. to make valid; substantiate; confirm. 2. to 
give official permission, confirmation, or approval to: to 
validate a passport. —val-ieda-tion (vali da’shen) 
/,veeli'deyfan/ n. (noncount] See -vat-. 
valise (va lés’, -léz’) /va'liys, -'liyz/ n. [count] a small 
piece of hand luggage: suitcase. 
valley (val’é) /'vwliy/ n. [count], pl. -leys. 1. a long, 
narrow area that is lower than surrounding uplands, hills, 
or mountains. See illustration at LANDSCAPE. 2. a wide, 
more or less flat, and relatively low region drained by a 
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river system. 3. a low point or low time in any process or 
situation: peaks and valleys in the stock market. 

valor (val/ar) /‘vivlor/ n. [noncount) boldness or deter- 
mination in facing danger. Also, esp. Brit, val/our. 
—val/or-ous, adj. —val/or-ousely, adv. See -vat-. 

val-ueaeble (val/ydo ə bəl, -yə bal) /'valyuwabal, -yəbəl/ 
adj. 1. worth a great deal of money. 2. of considerable 
use, importance, or value: a higtily valuable player. —n. 
3. Usually, valuables. [piura personal articles, as jew- 
elry, of great value. See -vat-. 

val-usastion (val’ydo ā/shən) /,vxlyuw'eyfon/ n. 1. 
[count] an estimated value. 2. the action of estimating or 
calculating how much something is worth: [count]: to set 
a high valuation on heroism. [noncount): the valuation of 
a business. See -vAL-. 

value (val/yoo) /'vielyuw/ n, v, -ued, -ueing. —n. 1. 
[nonconnt] relative worth or importance; significance: the 
value of a college education. 2. [noncount] monetary or 
material worth, as in business. 3. [noncount] the worth 
of something in terms of some medium of exchange: the 
value of the Swedish kroner. 4. [noncount] equivalent 
worth in money, material, or services: The value of the 
company was in the millions. 5. [noncount) estimated or 
assigned worth: the best value for your dollar. 6. [count] 
magnitude; quantity: Find the value of x in the equation x 
+ 2 = 6. 7. Often, values. [pluran the abstract concepts 
of what is right, worthwhile, or desirable; principles or 
standards. —v. [~ + obj] 8. to calculate the monetary 
value of: valued the painting at over one million dollars. 
9. to regard highly; think of (someone or something) 
greatly: We value your work highly. —val/ue-less, adj. 
See -vAL-. 

val/ue-add’ed tax’, n. [court] a tax based on the 
value added to a product at each stage of production. 

valve (valv) /vælv/ n., v., valved, valv-ing. —n. [count] 
1. any device for halting or controlling the flow of some- 
thing, as a liquid, through a pipe or other passage. 2. a 
hinged lid or other movable part that closes or changes 
the passage in such a device. 3. a structure in the body 
that permits the flow of a fuid, as blood, in one direction 
only: a heart valve. 4. (in musical wind instruments of 
the trumpet class) a device for changing the length of the 
air column so as to alter the pitch of a tone. 5. one of 
the two or more separable pieces that make up certain 
shells: the valves of a clamshell. —v. [~ + obj] 6. to pro- 
vide with a valve. 

vaemoose (va moos’) /vaz'muws/ v. [no Obj], -moosed, 
-moos-ing. Slang. to leave quickly. 

vamp! (vamp) /vamp/ n. [count] 1. the portion of a shoe 
or boot upper that covers the instep and toes. 2. an in- 
troductory musical passage commonly consisting of a re- 
peated succession of chords played before the start of a 
solo. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to repair (a shoe) with a new 
vamp. 4. to patch; repair. 5. [~ + up + obj] to concoct 
or invent: to vamp up ugly rumors. 

vamp? (vamp) /vxmp/ n. [count] 1. a seductive or at- 
tractive woman who uses her beauty to get men to sub- 
mit. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to seduce with feminine charms. 
vam-pire (vam/pi*r) /‘vempay?r/ n. [count] 1. a corpse 
believed to come alive and leave the grave, typically in 
order to suck the blood of sleeping persons at night. 2.a 
person who preys ruthlessly upon others. 

van (van) /væn/ u. [count] 1. a covered vehicle, usually a 
large truck or trailer, used for moving goods or animals. 
2. a small boxlike vehicle, resembling a panel truck, that 
can be used as a truck or for passengers or camping. 
vanedal (van/dl) /‘vendl/ n. [count] a person who mali- 
ciously destroys or damages public or private property. 
vanedal-ism (van/dl iz’am) /vændlazəm/ n. [noucouut] 
malicious destruction or damage of private or public 
property. 

van-edal-ize (van/dl iz’) /‘veendl,ayz/ v. [~ + obj], -ized, 
-iz-ing. to destroy or deface by vandalism. 

vane (van) /veyn/ n. [count] 1. WEATHER VANE. 2. a flat 
blade or plate attached to a rotating cylinder or shaft, as 
in a turbine or windmill, that moves or is moved by 
steam, air, or a fluid: the vanes of a propeller. 
van-eguard (van/gard’) /‘vien,gaurd/ n. [count] 1. the 
front part of an advancing army. 2. (cout; usually Singu- 
lar; Often: the + ~] the forefront in any political move- 
ment or field of study. 

vaenilela (va niə) /va'nilo/ u., pl. -las. 1. [count] a trop- 
ical climbing orchid that has podlike fruit. 2. [count] Also 
called vanil/la bean’. the fruit or bean of this orchid. 3. 
[vorncount) the juice squeezed or pressed out of this 
fruit, used in flavoring food and in perfumes: ice cream 
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made with vanilla, —adj. 4. containing or flavored with 
vanilla. 5. ordinary; commonplace. 

vaneish (van/ish) /‘venif/ v. [no obj] 1. to disappear 
quickly from sight; become invisible: The magician made 
the coin vanish before our eyes. 2. to go away, esp. se- 
cretly or without being noticed: The thief vanished in the 
night. 3. to come to an end: His anger vanished and he 
burst out laughing. 

vaneiety (van/i tē) /'venitiy/ n., pl. -ties, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount] too much pride in oneself or one’s appear- 
ance; the character or quality of being vain. 2. [count] 
something worthless, trivial, or pointless. 3. [count] 
something about which one is vain. 4. [count] a small 
case for holding cosmetics. 5. [count] a dressing table. 
6. [count] a cabinet built around or below a bathroom 
sink. 7. [count] compact! (def. 6). —adj. 8. of, relating to, 
or issued by a press that publishes books at the author's 
expense. 

van-quish (vang/kwish, van/-) /‘vegkwif, 'væn-/ v. [~ + 
obj] 1. to conquer or defeat, as in battle: to vanquish 
their foes. 2. to overcome: to vanquish one’s fears. 
—van/quish-er, n. [count] 

vap-id (vapid) /'væpiıd/ adj. lacking spirit or interest; 
dull: some vapid remarks about the weather. —va-pide 
ity (va pid/i tē) /væ'pıdıtiy/ vap/id-ness, n. [noncount) 

va.por (va/par) /'veypər/ n. 1. a visible mass of tiny par- 
ticles, as fog, mist, or smoke, floating or hanging in the 
air: [count]: the vapors rising from the bog. [noncount]: 
clouds of vapor. 2. [noncount] a substance that has been 
made into the form of a gas: water vapor. 3. [noncount] 
a substance changed into this steamlike mass of particles 
for medical uses. Also, esp. Brit., vapour. —va/porea: 
ble, adj. 

va-poreize (vā/pə riz’) /‘veypo,rayz/ v., -ized, -izeing. to 
(cause to) change into vapor: [no obj): At what tempera- 
ture does alcohol vaporize? [~ + obj]: The heat froni a 
hydrogen bomb blast would vaporize entire lakes. —vae 
porei-za-tion (vā/pər ə zā/shən) /,veypara'zeyfan/ n. 
[noncount] 

va-por-ous (vā/pər əs) /'veypərəs/ adj. 1. having the 
form of vapor; full of vapor; foggy: a vaporous cloud; va- 
porous bogs. 2. vaguely formed; not clearly defined; not 
substantial: vaporous arguments that make no sense. 

-var-, root. -var- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “change.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: INVARIABLE, VARIABLE, VARIANCE, VARIANT, VARIATION, VAR- 
IED, VARIETY, VARIOUS, VARY. 

var., an abbreviation of: 1. variable. 2. variant. 3. varia- 
tion. 4. variety. 5. various. 

varvieasble (var/é ə bal) /‘veariyabal/ adj. 1. apt to vary; 
changeable; not staying the same: a cloudy day with vari- 
able winds. 2. that can be deliberately varied: variable 
power controlled by a dial. 3. inconstant; fickle: Her af- 
fections tend to be variable. —n. [count] 4. something 
that may or does vary: a situation with many variables. 5. 
a. a quantity or function that may take on or assume any 
given value or set of values. b. a symbol that represents 
this: the variable x in the equation x = 15 + y. —varei- 
a-bil-iety (var/é ə bil/i tē) /,veariya'bilitiy/ n. [noncount) 
—var/ieaebly, adv. See -var-. 

variance (var/é ans) /'veariyans/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
mit to do something normally regulated by law, esp. to 
build in a way that is otherwise forbidden by a zoning 
law. —Idiom. 2. at variance, in a state of disagree- 
ment: His views were at variance with mine. See -var-. 

variant (var/é ant) /'veariyant/ adj. [before a noun) 1. 
tending to change; showing variety; not staying the same; 
differing: variant spellings of words like vapor and va- 
pour. —#. [count] 2. a person or thing that varies: over 
100 variants of that ballad. 3. a different spelling, pro- 
nunciation, or form of the same word: Vehemency is a 
vaniaut of vehemence. See -vAR-. 

Vareieartion (var/é ā/shən) /,veoriy'eyfan/ n. 1. [uon- 
count] the act or process of varying or differing from 
what is normal or usual: Those prices are subject to 
much variation. 2. [count] an instance of this: a variation 
in quality. 3. [count] amount or degree of change: a 
temperature variation of 20°. 4. [count] a different form 
of something; variant. 5. [court] the transformation of a 
melody or theme in music by means of changes or elab- 
orations in harmony, rhythm, and melody. See -var-. 

var-i-col-ored (var/i kul/ard) /'veori,kalard/ adj. having 
various Colors. See -varR-. 

var-i-cose (var/i kōs/) /'værı,kows/ adj. enlarged or 
swollen beyond what is normal: a varicose vein. 

var-ied (var/éd) /'veoriyd/ adj. characterized by or show- 
ing variety; diverse: varied species of plants. See -varR-. 
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Varei-e-gat-ed (var/e i ga/tid, var/i ga/tid) /'veari- 
yt,geytid, 'veori,gceytid/ adj. 1. varied in appearance, as 
by having different colors, forms, shapes, etc.: variegated 
leaves. 2. having variety; showing diversity: variegated 
job duties. See -var-. 

variety (va ri/i tē) /vo'rayitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. (non- 
count] the state of being diversified or different: He 
needed variety in his diet. 2. (count; usually singular] a 
number of different types of things, esp. ones in the 
same general category: a large variety of foods to choose 
from. 3. [count] a kind, sort, or type: different varieties of 
apples. 4. [count] Also called variety show’. an enter- 
tainment made up of a series of brief performances, as 
of singing, dancing, and comedy. See -var-. 

variety store’, n. (count) a retail store with a wide 
variety of low-priced articles. 

various (var/é as) /'veəriyəs/ adj. [usually: before a 
noun) 1. of different kinds, as two or more things: vari- 
ous cheeses for sale. 2. showing differences or diversity: 
houses of various designs. 3. different from each other; 
dissimilar: various opinions about who committed the 
crime. 4. several; many: We stayed at various hotels 
along the way. 5. individual; separate: We spoke to vari- 
ous officials. 6. having many different qualities: a woman 
of various talents. —var/i-ous-ly, adv.: The number was 
variously estimated at anywhere from 80 to 120. —var’i. 
ous-ness, n. [noncount] See -var-. 

varemint (vär/mənt) /‘varmont/ n. [count] 1. an unde- 
sirable animal, esp. one that eats livestock. 2. an obnox- 
ious person. 

varenish (var/nish) /'varnif/ n. 1. a preparation for coat- 
ing surfaces, as of wood, made of the resin of trees dis- 
solved in oil, alcohol, or the like: [noncount]: a coat of 
varnish. (count): different varnishes. 2. [noncount] a 
coating or surface of varnish, esp. a clear, shiny, glossy 
coating. 3. [nonconnt] NAIL POLISH. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
coat with varnish: to varnish the wood table. 5. to give an 
apparently pleasing appearance to, esp. in order to de- 
ceive: to varnish the truth. 

varesiety (var/si tē) /'varsitiy/ n, pl. -ties, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a principal team, esp. in sports, representing a 
school, college, or university. 2. Chiefly Brit. UNIVERSITY. 
—adj. 3. of or relating to a school or university varsity. 
Varey (var/é) /‘veoriy/ v., var-ied, var-y-ing. 1. to alter, 
as in form, appearance, character, or substance; to 
(cause to) be made different in some way: [~ + obj]: to 
vary the progran each night. [no obj): The prograin var- 
ied each night. 2. to change so as not to be constantly 
the same; diversify: [~ + obj]: to vary one’s diet. [no 
obj): Her diet never varied. 3. [~ + obj] to alter (a mel- 
ody or theme) by changes or additions. 4. [no obj] to 
show diversity; differ: Opinions vary on this issue. 5. [no 
obj) to change at certain times: Demand varies with the 
season. 6. [no obj] to diverge; deviate: to vary from the 
normi. See -VAR-. 
vas-cuslar (vas/kyə lar) /'væskyələr/ adj. composed of 
or provided with vessels that carry fluids, as blood or sap. 
vase (vas, vaz, väz) /veys, veyz, vaz/ n. [count] a con- 
tainer or vessel, as of glass or porcelain, usually higher 
than it is wide, used to hold cut flowers or for decoration. 
vasectomy (va sek/ta mē, va zek/-) /va'sektomiy, 
vey'zek-/ n., pl. -mies. an operation that removes part 
or all of the tube that carries sperm, done in order to 
sterilize: [noncount]: the option of vasectomy. [count]: 
Thousands of vasectomnies are perforined every year. See 
-TOM-. 

Vas-e-line (vas’a lén’, vasa lén’) /'væsə,liyn, 
weso'liyn/ Trademark. [noncount] a brand of soft, white 
or slightly yellow jelly made from petroleum, used to 
soothe the skin. 
vas-sal (vas/al) /'væsəl/ n. [count] 1. (in the feudal sys- 
tem of the Middle Ages) a person who is given permis- 
sion to use land in return for promising loyalty and usu- 
ally military service to a lord or other superior. 2. a 
person holding some similar relation to a superior; a 
subordinate. —adj. [before a nonn] 3. having the status 
of a vassal: the superpowers and their vassal states. 
—vas-sal-age (vas/a lij) /‘vwsoalid3/ n. (noncount) 
vast (vast) /væst/ adj., -er, -est. 1. of very great area or 
size: a vast continent. 2. very great in quantity or 
amount: the Pharaoh's vast wealth. —vast/ly, adv. 
—vast/ness, n. [nonconnt): the sheer vastness of space. 
vat (vat) /væt/ n., v, vat-ted, vatting. —n. [count] l.a 
large container, as a tank, used for holding liquids: a 
wine vat. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put into or treat in a vat. 
VAT (vat) /væt/ an abbreviation of: value-added tax. 
vaude-ville (vdd/vil, vGd’-, vd/da-) /‘vadvil, 'vowd-, 
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'vədə-/ n. [Noncount] a form of popular entertainment in 
the U.S. from the late 1800's to the mid- 1920's, having a 
program of separate and varied acts. —vaude-vil-lian 
(vôd vil’yan, vGd-, vO/da-) /vod'vilyon, vowd-, ,vodo-/ n. 
[count], adj. 

vault! (volt) /volt/ n. [count] 1. an arched structure, usu- 
ally of stones, concrete, or bricks, that forms a ceiling or 
roof. 2. a space, chamber, or passage enclosed by a 
vault or vaultlike structure, esp. one located under- 
ground. 3. a room or compartment for the safekeeping 
of valuables, usually with a locked door and thick walls. 
4. a burial chamber. 5. something thought of as similar 
to an arched roof: the vault of heaven. —vault/ed, adj. 

vault? (vdlt) /volt/ v. 1. to leap, as to or from a position 
or over something: [no obj): He vaulted over the tennis 
net. [7 + obj): vaulted the fence. 2. [no obj] to leap with 
the hands supported by something, as a horizontal pole. 
3. to (cause to) Surpass others, as by achieving some- 
thing: [no obj): With that discovery, her scientific tean 
vaulted into world prominence. [~ + obj]: That discovery 
vaulted her scientific team into prominence. —n. [count] 
4. the act of vaulting. 5. a leap of a horse. —vault/er, n. 
[count] 

vaunt (vont, vant) /vont, vant/ v. [~ + obj] to boast of; 
brag about: to vaunt one’s achievements. —vaunt/ed, 
adj. (before a noun): a vaunted tennis tearn. 

VCR, n. [count] a videocassette recorder; an electronic 
device for recording television programs or other signals 
onto videocassettes and playing them, or prerecorded 
cassettes, back through a television receiver. See illustra- 
tion at APPLIANCE. 

VD, an abbreviation of: venereal disease. 

VDT, an abbreviation of: video display terminal. 

veal (vēl) /viyl/ n. [noncount] the flesh of a calf used for 
food. 

-vec-, rool. -vec- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “drive; convey.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONVECTION, INVECTIVE, VECTOR. 

vec-tor (vek/tər) /'vektər/ n. [count] 1. a quantity that 
has both magnitude and direction, as force or velocity. 2. 
the direction or course followed by something, as by an 
airplane. 3. something or someone, as a person or an 
insect, that carries and transmits a disease-causing or- 
ganism. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to quide (an aircraft) in flight 
by radioing necessary or proper directions. See -vec-. 

veep (vēp) /viyp/ n. [count] Informal. a vice president. 

veer (vér) /vior/ v. to change direction or course or turn 
aside; shift or change from one course, position, etc., to 
another: [no obj): The car veered to the right. (~ + obj): 
He veered the car across two lanes of traffic. 

veg-e-ta-ble (vej/ta bal, vej/i ta-) /'ved3təbəl, 'ved3ita-/ 
n. [count] 1. any plant whose fruit, seeds, roots, tubers, 
bulbs, stems, leaves, or flower parts are used as food. 
See illustration at SUPERMARKET. 2. any part of a plant that 
is usually eaten: Eat all the vegetables on your plate. 3.a 
person who is severely impaired mentally or physically. 
—adj. 4. of or made from vegetables: a vegetable casse- 
role. 

vegetarian (veji tar’7é an) /,ved3i'teoriyon/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who does not eat or does not believe 
in eating meat, fish, fowl, or, in some cases, any food 
made from animals. —adj. 2. of or relating to a belief in 
this kind of diet. 3. made only from vegetables: vegetar- 
jan soup. —veg/e-tar/iean-ism, n. (noncount) 

veg-e-tate (vej/i tat’) /‘vedzi,teyt/ v. [no obj), -tat-ed, 
-tat-ing. 1. to grow as or like a plant. 2. to lead an inac- 
tive life without much physical, mental, or social activity. 
—veg/e-ta’tive, adj. 

veg-e-ta-tion (vej/i ta’shan) /,ved3t'teyfon/ n. [non- 
count) the plants or plant life of a place. 

ve-heement (vé’a meant) /'viyomont/ adj. 1. zealous; 
passionate: a vehement argument. 2. characterized by 
anger or strong feeling: vehernent opposition. 3. marked 
by or done with great energy or vigor: a vehement shake 
of the head. —ve/he-mence, ve’he-men:cy, n. non- 
count] —ve/he-ment-ly, adv. 

verhi-cle (vée/i kal or, sometimes, vēhi-) /'viyikol or, 
sometimes, 'viyhi-/ n. [count] 1. a conveyance moving 
on wheels, runners, or the like, such as an automobile; a 
device by which someone or something is carried: a mo- 
tor vehicle. 2. any means in or by which someone or 
something is carried or conveyed: Air is the vehicle of 
sound. 3. a play, screenplay, or other artistic work or en- 
tertainment with a role designed or especially well suited 
to display the talents of a certain performer. —ve-hiceu- 
lar (vi hik/ya lar) /vi'hikyolor/ adj. See -vec-. 

veil (val) /veyl/ n. [count] 1. a piece of opaque, trans- 
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parent, or mesh material worn over the face to hide or 
protect, to enhance the appearance, or to be part of an 
outfit or costume: the bride's veil. 2. something that 
covers, hides, screens, or conceals: a veit of secrecy. 
— Idiom. 3. take the veil, to become a nun. 

veiled (vald) /veyld/ adj. 1. having or wearing a veil. 2. 
not openly or directly revealed or expressed: a veiled 
threat. 

vein (van) /veyn/ n. [count] 1. one of the branching ves- 
sels or tubes carrying blood from various parts of the 
body to the heart. 2. one of the riblike thickenings that 
form the framework of the wing of an insect. 3. one of 
the strands or bundles of tissue forming the principal 
framework of a leaf. 4. a body or mass of mineral de- 
posit, rock, or the like in a particular area that is weil de- 
fined: a vein of gold ore; a vein of coal. 5. a streak or 
marking running through marble, wood, etc. 6. a tempo- 
rary attitude, mood, or temper: He spoke in a serious 
vein. 7. a tendency, quality, or strain that is small but 
just noticeable in one’s conduct, writing, etc.: a vein of 
pessinusm in his novel. —veined, adj. 

Velcro (vel/kro) /'velkrow/ Trademark. [noncount) a 
fastening tape consisting of opposing pieces of nylon fab- 
ric, one with tiny hooks and the other with a dense pile, 
that interlock when pressed together, used to attach or 
close garments, pieces of luggage, etc. 

veld or veldt (velt, felt) /velt. felt/ n. [count] the open 
country, bearing grass, bushes, or shrubs or thinly for- 
ested, characteristic of parts of S Africa. 

vellum (vel’am) /‘velom/ n. [noncount) 1. calfskin, 
lambskin, kidskin, etc., treated for use as a writing sur- 
face. 2. a texture of paper or cloth resembling vellum. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. made of or resembling vellum. 

ve-loceiety (va tos/i tē) /va'lpsitiy/ n. [count], pl. -ties. 
rapidity or speed of motion, action, or operation; swift- 
ness; speed: the velocity of light. 

ve-lour or velours (və Iòór/) /vo'lor/ n. [noncount] a 
velvetlike fabric used for clothing and upholstery. 

velvet (vel/vit) /velvit/ n. [noncount] 1. a fabric of silk, 
nylon, acetate, rayon, etc., with a thick, soft pile formed 
of loops either cut at the end or left uncut. 2. something 
like velvet in softness or texture. —adj. 3. Also, ve- 
vet-ed. made of or covered with velvet. 4. resembling or 


suggesting velvet; soft: fer velel touch. —vel/vetry, 
adj. 
-ven-, root. -ven- comes from Latin, where it has the 


meaning “come.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ADVENT, ADVENTURE, AVENUE, CIRCUMVENT, CONTRAVENE, 
CONVENE, CONVENIENCE, CONVENT, CONVENTION, COVENANT, 
EVENT, EVENTUAL, INCONVENIENCE, INCONVENIENT, INTERVENE, 
INVENT, INVENTION, INVENTORY, MISADVENTURE, PREVENT, PROV- 
ENANCE, REVENUE, SOUVENIR, UNCONVENTIONAL, UNEVENTFUL, 
VENTURE, VENTURESOME, VENUE. 

venal (vén/l) /'viynl/ adj. 1. willing to accept bribery or 
to be corrupt: a venal judge. 2. able to be purchased, as 
by a bribe: venat acquittals. —veenal-iety (vē nali te) 
/viv'inwlitiy/ n. fnoncount] 

vend (vend) /vend/ v. [~ + obj] to sell as one’s occupa- 
tion: to vend flowers. 

ven-det-ta (ven det’a) /ven'deto/ n. (count), pi -tas. a 
long and bitter argument, feud, rivalry, or the like, esp. 
between families. 

vend/ing machine’, n. [counil] a coin-operated ma- 
chine for selling small articles, as candy bars or soft 
drinks. See illustration at TERMINAL. 

ven-dor (ven/dar) /‘vendor/ n. (count) 1. a person or 
agency that sells. 2. VENOING MACHINE. 

veneer (va neér’) /voa'nior/ n. 1. [(noncount) a thin layer 
of wood or other material for covering a surface of wood. 
2. (count; usually singular) an apparently good or pleas- 
ing appearance: a veneer of respectability. 

ven-er-a-ble (ven/ar ə bal) /‘venorabol/ adj. 1. worthy of 
respect or reverence, because of great age, high office, 
noble character, or the like. 2. thought to be holy or wor- 
thy of respect because of religious, historical, or other as- 
sociations: a venerable church. —n, [count] 3. a venera- 
ble person. ven-er-a-bileictty (ven/or ə bii tē) 
wenoro'bilitty/ a. (noucount] 

ven-er-ate (veə rat’) /‘vena,reyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, 
-at-ing. to think of, consider, or treat with reverence; re- 
vere. ven-er-a-tion (ven’a rā/shən) /,veno'reyfon/ n. 
(noncount) 

venereal (va nēr/ē al) /va'nioriyal/ adj. arising from 
or transmitted through sexual contact, as an infection. 

vene/real disease’, 1. SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE. 
Abbr.: VD: [soncount): the spread of venereal disease. 
[count): different venereal diseases. 
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ve-ne/tian blind’ (va nē/shən) /və'niyfən/ n. [count] a 
window blind having overlapping horizontal slats that 
may be opened, closed, or set at an angle, and in which 
the slats may be raised and lowered by pulling a cord. 

Ven-e-zue-lan (ven’a:zwa/lan, -zwe/-) /,veno'zweylon, 
-'zwiy-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Venezuela. —n. [coun!) 
2. a person born or living in Venezuela. 

-venge-, rool. -venge- comes from Latin, where it has 
the meaning “protect, avenge, punish.” This meaning is 
found in such words aS: AVENGE, REVENGE, VENGEANCE. 

venge-ance (ven/jans) /‘vend3ons/ n. (noncoun!) 1. the 
act of injuring, harming, humiliating, etc., in return for an 
injury or other offense received; revenge. 2. the desire 
for revenge: to be full of vengeance. —Idiom. 3. with 
a vengeance, a. with violence: attacked us wilh a 
vengeance. b. with extreme energy: set to work wilh a 
vengeance. See -VENGE-. 

vengeful (venj/fel) /'vend3fol/ adj. 1. desiring or seek- 
ing vengeance or revenge; vindictive. 2. characterized by 
or showing a mean spirit that is eager for revenge. 
—venge/ful-ly, adv. See -VENGE-. 

venial (vē/nē al, vēn/yəl) /'viyniyəl, 'viynyəl/ adj. able 
to be forgiven or pardoned: venial offenses; venial sins. 

ven-ieson (ven/a sən, -zən) /'venəsən, -zən/ n. [non- 
counl the flesh of a deer or similar animal used for 
food. 

ven-om (ven’am) /'venom/ n. [noncount] 1. the poison- 
ous fluid that some animals, as certain snakes and spi- 
ders, give off and inject into the bodies of their victims by 
biting, stinging, etc. 2. something suggesting poison in 
its effect, as hatred, malice, or jealousy. 

ven-om-ous (ven’a məs) /'yenomos/ adj. 1. (of an ani- 
mal) having a gland or glands for giving off venom; able 
to inflict a poisonous bite or sting. 2. full of or containing 
venom; poisonous. 3. full of hatred, malice, or jealousy. 

ve-nous (vē/nəs) /'viynos/ adj. 1. of or retating to a vein 
or veins: venous structures. 2. having or composed of 
veins. 

vent! (vent) /vent/ n. 1. [count] an opening, as in a wall, 
that serves as an outlet for air, fumes, or the like. 2. 
(noncount) expression; utterance; release: giving vent to 
one’s emotions. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to give free play or ex- 
pression to (an emotion): venting frustration. 4. to re- 
lease or give off (liquid, smoke, etc.): /o vent smoke from 
the kitchen. 

vent? (vent) /vent/ n. [coun] a slit in the back or side of 
a coat, jacket, or other garment. 

ven-ti-late (venti at’) /‘ventl ecyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, 
-lat-ing. 1. to provide (a room, mine, etc.) with fresh air. 
2. to express or give expression to SO as to enable open, 
full examination and discussion: to ventilate the issue be- 
fore a coniuuniltee. —ven'ti lation (ven’tl ā&/shən) / ve- 
ntl'eyfon/ n. Lnoncount) —ven/ti-la’tor, n. [count] 

ven-tral (ven/tral) /'ventrol/ adj. 1. of or relating to the 
belly; abdominal. 2. situated on or toward the lower, ab- 
dominal section of an animal's body. 

ven-tri-cle (ven/tri kəl) /‘ventrikol/ n. [coun] 1. either 
of the two lower chambers of the heart that receive blood 
from other chambers and in turn force it into the arte- 
ries. 2. one of a series of connecting cavities of the 
brain. —ven-tric-u-lar (ven trik/yə lər) /ven'trikyolor/ 
adj. 

ven-tril-o-quism (ven tril7a kwiz’am) /ven'trilo,kwizom/ 
n. [noncount) the art or practice of speaking with little or 
no lip movement so that the voice does not appear to 
come from the speaker but from another source. —ven- 
tril’o-quist, n. [count] See -Log-. 

ven-ture (ven/cher) /'ventfor/ n., v., -tured, -tur-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. an activity or undertaking involving risk or 
uncertainty, as a business enterprise in which something 
is risked in the hope of profit. 2. the money or property 
risked in such an enterprise. —v. 3. [~ + obj] to expose 
to hazard; risk: They ventured some of [heir money in 
that risky business deat. 4. to take the risk of; undertake 
or embark: [~ + obj]: to venture an ocean voyage. [no 
obj): We ventured deep into the jungle. 5. to attempt or 
start to express (an idea, Opinion, or guess), in spite of 
possible contradiction or opposition: [~ + obj]: ventured 
a guess. (used with quotalions): “About 10%,” he ven- 
tured, “but Id have to check those figures.” [~ + to + 
verb): | venture to say we'll need help. See -ven-. 

ven-ture-some (ven/char sam) /'ventforsam/ adj. 1. 
daring; adventurous. 2. risky; hazardous. See -ven-. 

ven-ue (ven/yoo) /‘venyuw/ n. [count] 1. Law. a. the 
place of a crime or cause of action. b. the county or 
place where the jury is gathered and the case tried. 2. 
the scene or locale of any action or event. See -ven-. 
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-ver-, roof. -ver- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “true; truth.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: VERACIOUS, VERACITY, VERIFY, VERILY, VERISIMILI- 
TUDE, VERITABLY, VERITY. 

ve-ra-cious (va ra/shas) /va'reyfos/ adj. truthful. See 
-VER-. 

verraceiety (va ras/i tē) /va'reesitiy/ r. [noncount] 1. ha- 
bitual observance of truth in speech or statement; truth- 
fulness. 2. correctness; accuracy: checking the veracity of 
the story. See -ver-. 

ve-ran-da or verandah (və ran/da) /və'rændə/ n. 
[count], pi. -das or -dahs. a porch, usually roofed, often 
extending across the front and sides of a house. 

verb (vůrb) /v3rb/ n. [count] a member of a class of 
words that typically express action, state, or a relation be- 
tween two things and are often formally distinguished, as 
by being marked for tense, aspect, voice, mood, or 
agreement with the subject or object. Abbr.: v. See 
-VERB-. 

-verb-, root. -verb- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “word.” This meaning is found in such words 
aS: ADVERB, ADVERBIAL, PROVERB, PROVERBIAL, VERB, VERBAL, 
VERBALIZE, VERBATIM, VERBIAGE, VERBOSE. 

ver-bal (vir/bal) /'vərbəl/ adj. 1. of or relating to words: 
verbal ability. 2. spoken rather than written; oral: verbal 
communication. 3. [before a noun) a. of, relating to, or 
derived from a verb: a verbal adjective. b. used in a sen- 
tence as or like a verb. —n. [court] 4. a word, esp. a 
noun or adjective, derived from a verb, as a gerund, in- 
finitive, or participle. 5. a word or group of words func- 
tioning as or like a verb. —ver/bal-ly, adv. See -vers-. 

ver-bal-ize (vur/ba liz’) /‘varba,layz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. to 
express or communicate with words: [~ + obj]: } can't 
verbalize my feelings. {no obj): to verbalize at an early 
age. —ver-bal-i-za-tion (vir/ba lə zā/shən) /,varbo- 
la'zeyfan/ n. (noncount] See -vers-. 

ver/bal noun’, 1. (count) a noun derived from a verb, 
esp. by a regular process, as the -ing form in Smoking is 
forbidden. 

ver-ba-tim (var ba/tim) /var'beytim/ adv. 1. in exactly 
the same words; word for word: He quoted the presi- 
dent's speech verbatim. —adj. {before a noun] 2. corre- 
sponding word for word to the original source or text: a 
verbatim record of the proceedings. See -VERB-. 
ver-bi-age (viir/bé ij) /‘varbiyid3/ n. [noncount] the use 
of too many words, as in writing or speaking. See -vERB-. 

ver-bose (var bōs/) /var'bows/ adj. expressed in or 
characterized by the use of many or too many words; 
wordy: a verbose report; a verbose speaker. —ver-bos- 
ity (var bos/i tē) /var'bnsitiy/ n. (noncount] See -vers-. 

ver-bo-ten (var bōt/n) /vor'bowtn/ adj. forbidden, as by 
law; prohibited. 

ver-dant (vir/dnt) /‘vardnt/ adj. 1. green with vegeta- 
tion and growing plants; covered with growing plants or 
grass. 2. of the color green. 

ver-dict (viir/dikt) /‘vardikt/ n. [count] 1. the finding of 
a jury in a court of law. 2. any judgment or decision. See 
-VER-, -DICT-. 

-verg-, root. -verg- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “turn; bend.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: CONVERGE, DIVERGE, VERGE. See -VERT-. 

verge’ (viirj) /vard3/ n., v., verged, verg-ing. —n. 
(count; usually singular] 1. the limit or point beyond 
which something begins or occurs; brink: He's on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown. 2. the edge, rim, or mar- 
gin of something; a border of something: the verge of a 
desert. —v. [usually not: be + ~-ing; no obj) 3. to be on 
the verge or margin; border: Our property verges on 
theirs. 4. to come close to; approach: a talent that 
verges on genius. 
verge’ (viirj) /vard3/ v. [no obj}, verged, verging. to 
incline; tend: The sun is verging toward the horizon. See 
-VERG-. 
vereiefy (vera fi’) /'vera,fay/ v. [~ + obj}, -fied, -fy-ing. 
1. to prove the truth of, as by evidence or testimony; 
confirm: Several witnesses verified his alibi. 2. to prove 
the truth, authenticity, or correctness of: Later investiga- 
tions verified the theory. —ver-i-fisaeble (ver/a fi/a bal) 
/'vera fayabol/ adj. —ver-i-fieca-tion (ver’a fi kā/shən) 
/ verafi'keyfan/ n. (noncount): Wet need verification of 
your signature; please wait one mioment while we check 
it. See -VER-. 
versiely (ver/a lē) /‘veraliy/ adv. Archaic. in truth; really; 
indeed. See -ver-. 
vereiesiemileisetude (ver/a si mil/i toad’, -tyood’) /,ver- 
asi'mili,tuwd, -,tyuwd/ n. (noncount] the appearance of 
truth; likelihood; probability. See -vER-, -SIMIL-. 
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ver-i-tasble (ver/i ta bal) /‘veritabal/ adj. being truly or 
very much so; genuine or real: a veritable triumph of 
modern scierice. —ver/ietasbly, adv. See -vER-. 

versiety (ver/i tē) /'veritiy/ nm, ph -ties. 1. [rorncount) 
the state or quality of being true. 2. [count] something 
that is true, as a principle, belief, or statement. See -ver-. 

veremi-celeli (viir/mi chel/é, -sel/é) /,varmi'tfeliy, 
-'seliy/ n. [noncourit; used with a singular verb] pasta in 
the form of long and very fine threads. 

ver-mil-ion (var mil/yan) /var'milyan/ u. {noncount] 1. a 
brilliant scarlet red. —adj. 2. of the color vermilion. 

vermin (viir/min) /‘varmin/ n. [plural used with a plural 
verb] 1. harmful or objectionable animals thought of as 
a group, as flies, lice, cockroaches, and rats. 2. animals 
that prey upon game. 3. obnoxious persons thought of 
as a group. —ver/min-ous, adj. 

vermouth (var mooth’) /var'muw0/ n. [noncount) white 
wine in which herbs and other flavorings have been 
added. 

ver-nac-uslar (vər nak/ya ler, və nak/-) /vor'nakyolar, 
va'nxk-/ adj. 1. (of language) native or spoken in a par- 
ticular area; indigenous (opposed to Hiterary or learned). 
2. of, pertaining to, or using such a language. 3. using 
plain, everyday, ordinary language. —n. [count] 4. the 
native speech or language of a place, esp. the particular 
language of a place. 5. the plain variety of language in 
everyday use by ordinary people: /n the local vernacular, 
anyroad mearis anyway. 

verenal (vir/nl) /'v3rnl/ adj. of, relating to, or occurring 
in spring: the vernal equinox. 

verruca (va rd0’ka) /va'ruka/ n. [count] a wart or 
wartlike growth on the skin. 

ver-sartile (viir/sa tl, -til’) /‘varsatl, -,tayl/ adj. 1. capa- 
ble of or adapted for turning easily from one to another 
of various tasks, fields of endeavor, etc.: a versatile 
teacher. 2. having or capable of many uses or applica- 
tions: a versatile tool. —ver-sactil-iety (vûůr/sə tili tē) 
/,varso'tilitiy/ n. (noncount) See -verRt-. 

verse (vurs) /vars/ r. 1. [count] one of the lines of a 
poem, or a line of a song. 2. [count] a stanza. 3. [non- 
count] poetry. 4. [noncount) a particular type of poetic 
line or composition: light verse. 5. [count] one of the 
sentences into which a chapter of the Bible is conven- 
tionally divided. See -vERT-. 

versed (virst) /varst/ adj. [be + ~ (+ in)] experienced 
or practiced: versed in Latin. See -VERT-. 

version (vur/zhan, -shan) /'varzon, -fon/ n. [count] 1.a 
particular account or telling of some matter or event, 
esp. as contrasted with some other account: There were 
two different versions of the accident. 2. a particular vari- 
ant of something: an updated version of a computer pro- 
gram. 3. a translation, as of the Bible. See -vert-. 

versus (viir/sas, -saz) /'varsas, -saz/ prep. 1. (used to 
join the names of the parties in a legal case, or those of 
competing teams or players in a sports contest) against: 
the case of Smith versus Jones; Armiy versus Navy. 2. as 
compared to; in contrast with: traveling by plane versus 
traveling by train. Abbr.: v., VS. See -VERT-. 

-vert-, root. -vert-, and a related form -vers-, come from 
Latin, where they have the meaning “turn; change.” This 
meaning is found in such words aS: ADVERSARY, ADVERSE, 
ADVERTISE, AVERSION, AVERT, CONTROVERSY, CONVERSANT, 
CONVERSATION, CONVERSE, CONVERSION, CONVERT, DIVERSE, DI- 
VERSION, DIVERT, EXTROVERT, INAOVERTENT, INCONTROVERTIBLE, 
INTROVERT, INVERSION, INVERT, IRREVERSIBLE, OBVERSE, PER- 
VERSE, PERVERSION, PERVERT, REVERSAL, REVERSE, REVERT, 
SUBVERSION, SUBVERSIVE, SUBVERT, TRANSVERSE, TRAVERSE, 
UNIVERSAL, UNIVERSE, VERSATILE, VERSE, VERSION, VERSUS, 
VERTEBRA, VERTEBRATE, VERTEX, VERTICAL, VERTIGINOUS, VER- 
TIGO. 

ver-te-bra (vůr/tə bra) /'vərtəbrə/ n. [conrnt], pl. -brae 
(-brē/, -bra’) /-,briy, -,brey/ -bras. a bone or segment of 
the spinal column, consisting in higher vertebrates of a 
rounded body with two projections, forming an arch that 
surrounds and protects the spinal cord. —ver/te-bral, 
adj. See -VERT-. 

ver-te-brate (viir’ta brit, -brat’) /‘vartabrit, -,breyt/ adj. 
1. having vertebrae; having a backbone. 2. belonging or 
relating to a grouping of animals having an internal skel- 
eton of bone or cartilage that includes a braincase and a 
spinal column. —vr. [count] 3. a vertebrate animal: Verte- 
brates include manimats, birds, reptiles, amphibians, arid 
fishes. See -VERT-. 

ver-tex (vir/teks) /'varteks/ n. [count], pi. -tex-es, -ti- 
ces (-ta séz’) /-ta,siyz/, 1. the highest point of some- 
thing; apex. 2. Geometry. a. the point farthest from the 
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base. b. the intersection of two sides of a plane figure. 
See -VERT-. 

ver-ti-cal (vuir/ti kal) /‘vartikol/ adj. 1. upright; pointing 
straight up from the ground. 2. very steep: a vertical cliff. 
—ver’ti-cal-ly, adv. See -VvERT-. 

ver-tig-i-nous (var tij7a nas) /var'tid3zonas/ adj. 1. whirl- 
ing; spinning. 2. affected with or feeling vertigo. 3. likely 
to cause vertigo: a vertiginous climb. See -VERT-. 

ver-ti-go (vůr/ti go’) /‘v3rti,gow/ n. [poncount] 1. a dis- 
ordered condition in which one feels oneself or one’s 
surroundings whirling about. 2. the dizzying sensation 
caused by this. See -VERT-. 

verve (vurv) /v3rv/ n. [noncount) liveliness; animation; 
enthusiasm or vigor: Her novel lacks verve. 

very (ver/ē) /'veriy/ adv., adj., -i-er, -irest. —adv. 1. in 
a high degree; extremely; greatly; exceedingly: a very 
clever person. 2. This word is sometimes used to show 
the speaker's intense feeling, or to emphasize or stress 
something, esp. something superlative or to stress iden- 
tity or oppositeness: the very best thing; in the very same 
place. —adj. [before a noun) 3. precise; particular: That 
is the very item we want. 4. mere: The very thought of 
killing little puppies is distressing to her. 5. sheer; utter: 
the very joy of fiving. 6. actual: He was caught in the very 
act of stealing. 7. being such in the true or fullest sense 
of the term: This is the very heart of the matter. See 
-VER-. 

ves-per (ves/por) /'vespor/ n. 1. [count] Also called 
ves/per bell’. a bell rung at evening. 2. vespers, [non- 
count; often: Vespers] a religious service in the late after- 
noon or evening. 

ves-sel (ves/al) /‘vesal/ n. [count] 1. a craft for traveling 
on water, esp. a fairly large one; a ship or boat. 2. a hol- 
low or hollowed-out utensil, as a cup, bowl, or pitcher, 
used for holding liquids or other contents. 3. a tube or 
duct, as an artery or vein, containing or carrying blood or 
some other body fluid. 

vest (vest) /vest/ n. [count] 1. a fitted, waist-length, 
sleeveless garment with buttons down the front, usually 
worn under a jacket. 2. a part or trimming simulating the 
front of such a garment. 3. any of various sleeveless gar- 
ments for the upper body, having a front opening and 
worn for style, warmth, or protection: a down vest; a bul- 
letproof vest. 4. Brit. an undershirt. —v. [~ + obj] 5. to 
clothe, as in garments worn during religious ceremonies. 
6. to place or settle (authority) in the possession or con- 
trol of someone: to vest authority in a new official. 

vest-ed (ves/tid) /'vestid/ adj. 1. held completely, per- 
manently, and inalienably: vested rights. 2. protected or 
established by law, tradition, etc.: vested contributions to 
a fund. 3. clothed or robed, esp. in garments for church 
ceremonies. 4. having a vest: a vested suit. 

vest/ed in’terest, n. [count] 1. a special interest in an 
existing system, arrangement, or institution that an indi- 
vidual or group has for particular personal reasons. 2. 
vested interests, [p/ura/] the persons, groups, etc., who 
benefit most from existing systems and institutional 
arrangements. 

ves-ti-bule (ves/ta byddl’) /‘vesto,byuwl/ n. [count] 1. a 
passage, hall, or small chamber between the outer door 
and the interior parts of a house or building. 2. an en- 
closed entrance at the end of a railroad passenger car. 

ves-tige (ves/tij) /‘vestid3/ n. [count] 1. a mark, trace, 
or visible evidence of something that is no longer present 
or in existence: the last vestiges of a once great empire. 
2. a very slight trace or amount of something: the last 
vestige of hope. —ves-tig:ical (ve stij7e al, -stij7al) 
/ve'stid3iyal, -'stid3zal/ adj. 

vest-ing (ves/ting) /‘vestin/ n. [noncount] the granting 
to an employee of the right to pension benefits even 
though the employee retires before the usual time or 
age. 

vest-ment (vest/moant) /‘vestmont/ n. [count] an official 
or ceremonial robe, esp. one of the garments worn by 
priests, ministers, and their assistants. 

vest/-pock/et, adj. 1. designed to be carried in or as if 
in the pocket of a vest: a vest-pocket dictionary. 2. con- 
tained in a small space: a vest-pocket park. 

ves-try (ves/tré) /‘vestriy/ n. [count], pl. -tries. 1l. a 
room in, or a building attached to, a church, in which 
vestments and sometimes sacred objects are Kept; sac- 
risty. 2. a room in, or a building attached to, a church, 
used as a chapel, for prayer meetings, for Sunday school, 
etc. 

vet’ (vet) /vet/ n, v, vetted, vetting. /nformal. —n. 
{count} 1. a veterinarian. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to examine or 
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treat in one’s capacity as a veterinarian or physician. 3. 
to appraise; evaluate: An expert vetted the manuscript. 
vet? (vet) /vet/ n., adj. Informal. VETERAN. 

vetch (vech) /vetf/ n. [count] a climbing plant of the 
legume family, having pealike flowers cultivated for for- 
age and soil improvement. 

vet-er-an (vet/ar an, ve/tran) /'vetoron, 'vetrən/ n. 
[count] 1. a person who has had long service or experi- 
ence in an occupation, office, or the like. 2. a person 
who has served in a military force, esp. during a war. 
—adj. [before a noun) 3. (of a soldier) having served ina 
military force, esp. during a war. 4. experienced through 
long service or practice: a veteran member of Congress. 
5. of or relating to veterans: veteran benefits. 

veterinarian (vet/ar ə nar/é ən, ve/tra-) /,veto- 
ro'neariyan, ,vetro-/ n. [count] a person whose work is 
the medical treatment of animals. 

veterinary (vet/er ə ner/é, ve/tra-) /'vetora,neriy, 
'vetra-/ n., pl. -nar-ies, adj. —n. [count] 1. a veterinar- 
ian. —adj. [before a noun) 2. of or relating to the medi- 
cal and surgical treatment of animals: veterinary medi- 
cine. 

veto (vé/td) /‘viytow/ n., pl. -toes, v. —n. 1. [noncount] 
the power given to one branch of a government to cancel 
or postpone the decisions or actions of another branch, 
esp. the right of a president or other chief executive to 
reject bills passed by the legislature: the power of the 
veto. 2. [count] the use or exercise of this power: An- 
other presidential veto was overridden by Congress. 3. 
([noncount] the power of any of the five permanent mem- 
bers of the UN Security Council to overrule actions or de- 
cisions even if that member is outvoted. 4. [count] a 
clear refusal to give permission of any sort. —v. [~ + 
obj] 5. to reject (a proposed bill or enactment) by exer- 
cising a veto: to veto the jobs creation bill. 6. to prohibit, 
refuse, or disallow very plainly: to veto the new plan. 

vex (veks) /veks/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to irritate; annoy; pro- 
voke: She was told to stop vexing the dog. 2. to torment; 
trouble; distress; worry: He was vexed by many problems. 
See -VEc-. 

vex-a-tion (vek sa’shan) /vek'seyfon/ n. 1. [noncount] 
the act of vexing; the state of being vexed. 2. [count] 
something that vexes; a cause of annoyance. —vex:a/- 
tious, adj. See -VvEc-. 

VHF or vhf or V.H.F., an abbreviation of: very high fre- 
quency. 

v.i, an abbreviation of: 
verb). 

visa (vi/a, vé%a) /'vaya, 'viyə/ prep. 1. by a route that 
touches or passes through; by way of: They came to Tan- 
giers via Casablanca. 2. by the agency or instrumentality 
of; by means of: to communicate via sign language. See 
-VIA-. 

-via-, root. -via- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “way; route; a going.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: DEVIANT, DEVIOUS, OBVIATE, TRIVIAL, VIA, VIA- 
DUCT. 

viable (vi’a bal) /‘vayabol/ adj. 1. capable of living. 2. 
(of a fetus) sufficiently developed to be capable of living, 
under normal conditions, outside the uterus. 3. having 
the ability to grow or develop: a viable seedling. 4. that 
can be used or made useful; practical; workable: a viable 
alternative plan. 5. capable of winning elections: a viable 
political party. —vieasbil-iety (vi/a bili tē) /,vayo'bilitiy/ 
n. (noncount) 

viea-duct (vi/ə dukt’) /‘vaya,dakt/ n. [count] a bridge for 
carrying a road, railroad, etc., over a valley or the like, 
consisting of a number of short spans. See -viA-, -DUC-. 

visal (vial, vil) /‘vayal, vayl/ n. [count] Also, phial. a 
small container, as of glass, for holding liquids or medi- 
cines. 

vieand (vifand) /'vayand/ n. viands, [plural] dishes of 
food, esp. delicacies. 

vibes’ (vibz) /vaybz/ n. (plural Slang. 
3).: felt good vibes from the group. 

vibes? (vibz) /vaybz/ n. [plura vibraphone. 

vibrant (vi/brant) /'vaybrant/ adj. 1. moving to and fro 
rapidly; vibrating. 2. alive with vigor and energy; lively: 
the vibrant life of a large city; a vibrant personality. —vi/- 
bran-cy, n. (oncount) —vi/brantely, adv. 

viebra-phone (vi/bra fon’) /'vaybra,fown/ n. [count] a 
musical instrument resembling a xylophone and having 
metal bars that are struck with mallets and electrically 
powered resonators to sustain the tone. Also called vi» 
bra-harp (vi/bra harp’) /‘vaybra,harp/. —vi-bra-phon-ist 
(vi7bra fO/nist, vi broffa-) /‘vaybra,fownist, vay'brofo-/ n. 
[count] 
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vibrate (vi/brat) /'vaybrcyt/ v., -brat-ed, -brat-ing. to 
(cause to) move to and fro or up and down quickly and 
repeatedly; quiver; tremble: [no obj): The whole house 
vibrated when the heavy trick went by. [~ + obj): to vi- 
brate a tuning fork. 

viebrartion (vi bra’shan) /vi'breyfan/ n. 1. [noncount} 
an act of vibrating; the state of being vibrated 2. [count] 
an instance of motion like vibrating. 3. Often, 
vibrations. [plural Informal. a general emotional feeling 
one gets from a person, situation, or place. 

viebra-to (vi bra/td, vi-) /vi'bratow, vay-/ n. [count], pl. 
-tos. an effect produced in vocal or instrumental music 
by rapid but slight alternations in pitch. 

Viebra-tor (vi/bra tar) /'vaybreytar/ n. [count] 1. a per- 
son or thing that vibrates. 2. a small appliance that vi- 
brates, used for therapy or massage. 

vicear (vik/ar) /'vikar/ n. [count] a priest or minister in 
the Anglican or Episcopal churches, or a Roman Catholic 
churchman representing a bishop. 

vic-ar-age (vik/ar ij) /‘vikorid3/ n. [count] 1. the place 
where a vicar lives. 2. the office, rank, or duties of a 
vicar. 

Viecarsieous (vi kar/é as, vi-) /vay'keariyas, vi-/ adj. felt 
or enjoyed by imagining that one is participating in the 
experience of others: /t gave me a vicarious thrill to hear 
about her trip. —vi-car/i-ous-ly, adv. 

vice’ (vis) /vays/ n. 1. [count] an immoral or evil habit or 
practice: His vices inchide drinking, illicit sex, and gam- 
bling. 2. [noncount) immoral conduct; evil practices; de- 
praved behavior: a life of vice and crime. 3. [noncount) 
sexual immorality, esp. prostitution. 4. [count] a per- 
sonal habit that is not especially harmful: Playing cards 
was his one vice. 

vice? (vis) /vays/ n., v., viced, vic-ing. VISE. 

vice-, prefix. vice- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “in place of, instead of.” It is attached to roots 
and sometimes words and means “deputy;” it is used 
esp. in the titles of officials who serve in the absence of 
the official named by the base word: vice-chancellor; 
vice-chairman. 

vice’ president or vice’-pres/ident (vis) /vays/ n. 
[count] 1. [often: Vice President] a governmental officer 
next in rank to a president, who serves as president in 
the event of the president’s death, illness, removal, or 
resignation. 2. an officer who serves as a deputy to a 
president or oversees a special division or function, as in 
a corporation. —vice’ pres/idency, n. [voncount) 

vice-re-gal (vis ré/gal) /vays'riygal/ adj. of or relating to 
a viceroy. See -REG-. 

viceroy (vis/roi) /‘vaysray/ n. [count] a person ap- 
pointed to rule a country or province as the deputy of the 
king or queen. See -REG-. 

viece veresa (vi/so vůr/sə, vis’, vi/sé) /'vay'sə v3rsa, 
'vays, 'vaysiy/ adv. in reverse order from that of a pre- 
ceding statement; conversely: She likes me, and vice 
versa (= She likes me and | like her). See -vERT-. 

viechys-soise (vish’é swaz’, vé/shé swaz’) /,vifiy'swaz, 
‘viyfiy,swaz/ n. [noncount]) a thick cream soup made 
with potatoes and leeks, usually served cold. 

Viecineiety (vi sin/i tē) /vi'sinitiy/ n. [noncount) 1. the 
area or region near or about a place; neighborhood. 
——Idiom. 2. in the vicinity of, almost; approximately: /t 
cost in the vicinity of a thousand dollars. 

viecious (vish/as) /'vifas/ adj. 1. dangerously hateful and 
ready to do violence; immoral or evil; depraved: a cruel, 
vicious dictator. 2. spiteful; malicious; nasty: vicious gos- 
sip. 3. unpleasantly severe or intense: a vicious head- 
ache. 4. savage; ferocious: a vicious temper. —vI/- 
cious-ly, adv. —vi/cious-ness, n. (norncount) 

vi/cious cir/cle, n. (count) a situation in which an ef- 
fort or attempt to solve a given problem results in mak- 
ing the problem worse or in creating a new, worse prob- 
lem. 

Viecis*sietudes (vi sis/i toodz’, -tydddz’) /vi'sisi,tuwdz, 
-tyuwdz/ n. [phiral] changing stages or conditions that 
follow one after the other, as in one’s life or in situations 
in general; ups and downs. 

-vict-, root. -vict- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “conquer.” It is related to the root -vinc-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: CONVICT, EVICT, VIC- 
TOR, VICTORIOUS, VICTORY. 

vicetim (vik’tam) /‘viktom/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
suffers from destruction or an injury: war victims. 2. a 
person who is deceived, betrayed, or cheated: the victims 
of a fraudulent scheme. 3. a living creature that is sacri- 
ficed in a religious rite. 

vic-timeize (vik/ta miz’) /‘viktoymuyz/ v. [~ + obj). 
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-ized, -iz-ing. 1. to make a victim of. 2. to swindle or 
cheat: swindlers victimizing the elderly. —vieetimei-:za- 
tion (vik’ta ma za/shan) /,vıktəmə'zeyfən/ n. (noncount] 

vic-tor (vik/tar) /'viktor/ n. [count] 1. a person who has 
overcome or defeated an enemy; conqueror. 2. a winner 
in any struggle or contest. See -vict-. 

Viceto-risan (vik tôr/ē ən, -tōr7-) /vik'toriyon, -'towr-/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to Queen Victoria, Queen of Great 
Britain, or to her reign, from 1837 to 1901: Victorian po- 
ets. 2. having characteristics thought of as being com- 
mon in this time, as prudishness or hypocrisy. 3. of or 
relating to a style of architecture, furniture, and decora- 
tion common between 1840 and 1900, reflecting mas- 
sive size and lavish decoration and ornamentation. —n. 
[count] 4. a person of the Victorian period. —Vic-to/ri- 
an-ism, n. (noncount) 

victory (vik/ta rē, vik/tré) /'viktoriy, 'viktriy/ n., pl. 
-ries. 1. a success Or triumph over an enemy in battle or 
war: [noncount]: a day of victory. [count]: a string of vic- 
tories. 2. a success or superior position achieved against 
any Opponent, competitor, opposition, difficulty, etc.: 
[count]: gained a moral victory. [noncount): celebrating 
victory. —vicrtoeri-ous (vik tôr/ē as, -tdr/-) /vik'toriyas, 
-‘towr-/ adj. See -vicT-. 

vict-uals (vit/lz) /‘vitlz/ n. [plural] food supplies; food 
and drink; provisions. 

Viecusna or VieCuria (vi kõo/nəa, -kydo/-, vi-, vi kõō/nyə) 
/vay'kuwna, -'kyuw-, vi-, vi'kuwnyod/ n., pl. -nas or -fias. 
1. [count] a wild South American animal of the Andes 
regions, closely related to the llama. 2. [noncount] a fab- 
ric made from the soft wool of this animal or of some 
substitute. 

-vide-, root. -vide- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “see.” It is related to the root -vis-. This mean- 
ing is found in such words as: EVIDENCE, EVIDENT, PROVIDE, 
PROVIDENCE, PROVIDENTIAL, VIDEO, VIDEOCASSETTE, VIDEODISC, 
VIDEOTAPE. 

videero (vid/é 5/) /'vidiy,ow/ n., pl. -e-0s, adj. —n. 1. 
[noncount} the parts of a television program, broadcast, 
or script that relate to the sending or receiving of a visual 
image (distinguished from audio). 2. [noncount) televi- 
sion: a star of stage and video. 3. [count] a program, 
movie, or the like recorded on videotape. 4. [count] mu- 
SIC VIDEO. —adj. [before a noun) 5. of or relating to the 
electronic devices used for producing a television picture. 
6. of or relating to television: video journalism. 7. of or 
relating to videocassettes, videocassette recorders, etc.: a 
video store. See -vIDE-. 

vid-e-o-cas-sette vid’ ō ka set’, -ka-) /'vidi- 
yowko,set, -kw-/ n. a cassette that contains a length of 
tape for video recording or reproduction: [count]: some 
cheap videocassettes. [noncount)]. recorded on videocas- 
sette. See -vIDE-. 

vid’eocassette record’er, n. VCR. 

vid-e-o-disc (vid/é 6 disk’) /'vidiyow,disk/ n. an optical 
disc on which a motion picture or television program is 
recorded for playback on a television set: [count]: expen- 
sive videodiscs. [noncount): available on videodisc. See 
-VIDE-. 

vid’eo display’ ter’/minal, n. [count] a computer ter- 
minal consisting of a screen On which data or graphics 
can be displayed. Abbr.: VDT 

vid’eo game’, n. [court] 1. a game played with a mi- 
crocomputer on a video screen or television set. 2. a 
game played on a microchip-controlled device, as an ar- 
cade machine. 

vid-e-o-tape (vidë 6 tap’) /'vidiyow,teyp/ n, vV., 
-taped, -tap-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] magnetic tape on 
which a television program, motion picture, etc., can be 
recorded. See illustration at SCHOOL. 2. [count] the usu- 
ally plastic cassette in which this tape is contained: made 
a videotape of last night's episode. —v. [~ + obj) 3. to 
record (programs, etc.) on videotape. See -vibe-. 

vie (vi) /vay/ v. [no obj; ~ + for), vied, vy-ing. to strug- 
gle or compete with another in a game or contest: vying 
for the championship. 

Vi-et-nam-ese (vē et/na méz/, -més/, -na-, vyet/-, vé/- 
it-) /viy,etna'miyz, -'miys, -nə-, ,vyet-, ,viyit-/ n., pl. 
-ese. 1. [count] a person born or living in Vietnam. 2. 
[noncount] the language spoken by many of the people 
in Vietnam. —adj. 3. of or relating to Vietnam. 

view (vyoo) /vyuw/ n. 1. [count] an instance of seeing; 
visual inspection; sight or vision: The tourists crowded 
around to get a good view of the painting. 2. [(noncount] 
range of sight or vision: objects in view. 3. [count] a 
sight of a landscape, the sea, etc.: a room with a beauti- 
ful view. 4. [count] a picture or photograph of a scene: 
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The postcard shows a view of the harbor. 5. [count] a 
particular manner of looking at something: from a practi- 
cal (point of) view. 6. a personal attitude; opinion; judg- 
iment: [count]: the scientist's view of evolution. [non- 
count]: a strange (point of) view. 7. [comnt] aim, 
intention, or purpose: with a view toward reducing the 
budget. 8. (count; usually singular] prospect or expecta- 
tion: the view for the future. —v. [~ + obj] 9. to see; 
watch; behold: Thousands viewed the parade. 10. to 
look at; survey; inspect: to view an art coltection, 11. to 
think about; consider: How do you view the current cri- 
sis? ——Idiom. 12. in view of, because of; in thinking 
about; considering: /n view of the poor state of the econ- 
omy, investment seems risky. 13. on view, in a place for 
public inspection; on exhibition: a new exhibit of paint- 
ings on view. 14. with a view to, with the aim or inten- 
tion of: worked hard with a view to getting promoted. 

view-er (vyoo/ar) /'vyuwor/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
views something: viewers of the spectacle. 2. a person 
who watches television. 3. an optical device for viewing, 
as an eyepiece or viewfinder. 

view-find-er (vyao/fin’dar) /‘vyuw,fayndor/ n. [count] a 
camera attachment, as a lens and mirror, that enables 
the user to see what will appear in the picture. 

view-point (vyoo’point’) /'vyuw,poynt/ n. [count] 1. a 
place providing a view of something. 2. an attitude of 
mind; a point of view. See -POINT-. 

vigeil (vijZal) /‘vidgal/ n. 1. [connt] a period of staying 
awake maintained for any reason during the normal 
hours for sleeping: She maintained a vigil until he came 
home. 2. a watch or period of watchful attention main- 
tained at night or at other times: [count]: a peace vigil. 
(ronconnt): to keep vigil for someone. 

vig-ielant (vijfa lant) /'vid3ələnt/ adj. watchful; wary; 
alert: vigilant in his battle against crime; The guards were 
especially vigilant. —vig/i-lance, n. (noncoint] 

vigeielan-te (vij’a lan/té) /,vid3za'lentiy/ n. [cont], pl. 
-tes. a person who takes on for himself or herself the 
authority of the law, as by avenging a crime or trying to 
prevent crime when the law does not or cannot respond. 
—vig-i-lan-tism (vija lan/tiz am) /,vid3o'lentizom/ n. 
(nonconng 

viegnette (vin yet’) /vin'yet/ n. [count] 1. a decorative 
design or small illustration used on the title page of a 
book or at the beginning or end of a chapter, or else- 
where in a manuscript. 2. a brief descriptive scene or ep- 
isode in a play, movie, or the like. 

vigeor (vig/ar) /‘vigor/ n. [noncourit] 1. active strength or 
force; intensity; energy: He pursued his new career with 
great vigor. 2. healthy physical or mental energy or 
power; vitality: He rowed with vigor. Also, esp. Brit., vig/- 
our. 

vig-or-ous (vigar as) /'vigoras/ adj. 1. full of vigor: a 
vigorous effort to finish on time. 2. strong; active: a vig- 
orous young man. 3. energetic; forceful: a vigorous per- 
sonality. 4. powerful in action or in effect: vigorous law 
enforcement. —vig/or-ousely, adv. 

vile (vil) /vayl/ adj., vileer, vileest. 1. very bad; uncom- 
fortably bad: vile weather. 2. highly offensive, unpleas- 
ant, or objectionable: a vile odor; vile language. 3. very 
evil; morally depraved or despicable: vile acts of murder. 
—vile/ness, n. (rroncount] 

vilify (vilta fi^) /'vilo,fay/ v. [~ + obj], -fied, -fy-ing. 
to say or write bad things about (someone); defame; 
slander. —vil-iefieca-tion (vil’a fi ka/shan) 
/ vilofi'keyfan/ u. (noncount) 

vil-la (vil’a) /‘vila/ n. [count], pl. -las. 1. a home or es- 
tate in the country, as a large, imposing country or sub- 
urban home of a wealthy person. 2. Brit. a detached or 
semidetached house. 

village (viij) /‘vilid3/ n. [cont] 1. a small community 
or group of houses in an area outside a city, larger than 
a hamlet and usually smaller than a town. 2. [sually Siri- 
gular) the people of such a community thought of as a 
group: The village doesi't like strangers. —adj. (before a 
noun) 3. of, relating to, or characteristic of a village. 
—vil/lag-er, sı. [courit] 

vil-lain (vilfan) /'vilon/ su. [comrt] 1. a cruel or evil per- 
son who is involved in or devoted to wickedness or 
crime; a scoundrel. 2. a character in a play, novel, or the 
like who commits cruel and evil deeds. 3. a person, con- 
dition, etc., regarded as the source of a problem or evil: 
Uneriploymient is a constant villain. —vil/laineous, adj. 
vilelainsy (vi/ə nē) /'viloniy/ n., pi. -lain-ies. 1. [ror- 
count) the actions or conduct of a villain; terrible wicked- 
ness or evil. 2. {count] a villainous act or deed. 

-ville, suffix. 1. -ville is used in place names, where it 
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means “city, town”: Chartottesville. 2. -ville is also at- 
tached to roots or words to form informal words, not all 
of them long-lasting, that characterize a condition, place, 
person, group, or situation: dulls + -ville (= a dull, bor- 
ing situation); gloomsville. 

vim (vim) /vim/ n. [noncount) lively or energetic spirit; 
enthusiasm; vitality: frill of vim and vigor. 

vin-aiegrette (vin’a gret’) /,vino'gret/ adj. 1. served 
with vinaigrette: asparagus vinaigrette. —n. [noncomnt] 2. 
a tart sauce of oil, vinegar, and seasonings. 

-vinc-, root. -vinc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “conquer; defeat.” This meaning is found in 
such words aS: CONVINCE, EVINCE, INVINCIBLE, VINCIBLE. See 
-VICT-. 

vin-ci-ble (vin’se bal) /'vinsabal/ adj. capable of being 
conquered or overcome. See -VINC-. 

vinediecate (vin/di kat’) /‘vindi,keyt/ v. [~ + obj). 
-cat-ed, -cat-ing. 1. to clear, as from an accusation or 
suspicion: to vindicate someorie’s honor. 2. to prove to 
be right or correct: His theory was vindicated by labora- 
tory tests. —vin-di-ca-tion (vin/di kā/shən) 
/vindi'keyfon/ n. (count): a vindication of the theory. 
[noncount). He wanted vindication. —vin/dieca/’tor, n. 
[count] See -VENGE-. 

vinedic-tive (vin dik/tiv) /vin'diktiv/ adj. eager for re- 
venge; vengeful: a vindictive loser. —vin-dic/tiverly, 
adv. —vinedic’/tiveeness, n. [roncomrit] 

vine (vin) /vayn/ n. (cont) 1. a plant with a long stem 
that grows along the ground or that climbs a support by 
winding or by clinging to it. 2. the stem itself. 3. GRAPE- 
vine (def. 1). 

vinegar (vin/i gar) /‘vinigar/ n. [nonconnt] a sour liq- 
uid made of impure acetic acid which is obtained from 
sour wine, cider, beer, ale, or the like and is used on 
food, in cooking, as a preservative, etc. —vin/e-garey, 
adj. 

vine-yard (vin’yard) /‘vinyard/ n. [cont] a plantation of 
grapevines, esp. one producing grapes for winemaking. 

vieno (vé/nd) /'viynow/ n. [nonconnt], pl. -nos. wine; 
specifically, Italian red wine. 

vin-tage (vin/tij) /‘vintid3/ n. 1. [count] the wine from a 
particular harvest or crop, esp. a very fine wine from the 
crop of a good year. 2. [noncount] the output of a partic- 
ular time or year; a collection of things manufactured or 
in use at the same time: a car of 1917 vintage. —adj. 
{before a noni) 3. being of a specified vintage: a 1978 
vintage wine. 4. representing the high quality of a past 
time; classic: those old, vintage movies. 5. being the 
best of its kind; choice: a vintage Shakespearean perfor- 
mance. 

vintener (vint/nor) /‘vintnor/ n. [count] a person who 
makes or sells wine. 

vienyl (vin/l) /‘vaynl/ n. 1. [roncount] a firm plastic that 
can be slightly bent, used for making floor coverings, fur- 
niture coverings, or the like. 2. [comnt] Slang. a phono- 
graph record made of vinyl. 

Vieoela (vē 6/la) /viy'owls/ nu. [cont], pl. -las. a musical 
instrument of the violin family, slightly larger than the vi- 
olin. —vi/ol-ist, n. [count] 

vieorlaeble (vi/a la bal) /‘vayalobal/ adj. capable of being 
violated. 

violate (viza lat’) /‘vaya,leyt/ v. [~ + obj], -lat-ed, 
-lateing. 1. to break or infringe (a law, a promise, 
instructions, etc.): to violate the law by stealing. 2. to 
break in upon or disturb rudely: to violate someone's pri- 
vacy. 3. to assault sexually, esp. to rape. 4. to treat with- 
out proper reverence or respect; to desecrate: to violate 
a church. 

vi-o-laetion (vi/a la’shan) /,vayo'leyfon/ n. 1. [nonconnt] 
the act of violating or the state of being violated: in viola- 
tion of many laws. 2. [count] a breaking of a law or 
promise: a speeding violation. 3. [comnt] a sexual as- 
sault, esp. rape. 4. [nonconnt] desecration: the violation 
of a cemetery. 

vieo-lence (vi’a lans) /‘vayolons/ n. [nonconnt] 1. swift 
and intense force: the violence of the hurricane. 2. rough 
physical force, action, or treatment intended to hurt or 
kill another: avoiding violence arid urging peace. 3. too 
much force or power, as of anger or fury: He spoke with 
violerice. 4. damage, as through changing or twisting 
meaning or fact: fo do violence to a translation. 

vieo-lent (via lant) /'vayolont/ adj. 1. acting with or 
characterized by uncontrolled, strong, rough force: a vio- 
lent attack with a kitchen knife. 2. characterized or 
caused by destructive force designed to injure or kill: a 
violent death. 3. intense in force, effect, etc.; severe; ex- 
treme: violent pain; a violent tornado. 4. being rough or 
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overly forceful, as from anger or fury; furious: violent 
passions. —vi/o-lent-ly, adv. ——Related Words. vio- 
LENT IS an adjective, VIOLENCE is a noun: It was a violent 
windstorm. Violence is the last refuge of the incompe- 
tent. 

vieorlet (via lit) /'vayalit/ n. 1. [count] a low, stemless 
or leafy-stemmed plant having purple, blue, yellow, 
white, or differently colored flowers, as an African violet. 
2. [(Noncount] a reddish blue color. —adj. 3. of the color 
violet; reddish blue. 

vieorlin (vi/a tin’) /,vaya'lin/ n. [cont] a four-stringed in- 
Strument played with a bow and held nearly horizontal by 
the player's arm with the lower part supported against 
the collarbone. —vi/o-lin/ist, n. [connt] 

vieoslon-cel-lo (vē/a lan chel’6, vi/-) /,viyalan'tfelow, 
vay-/ n. [count], pl. -los. ceLto. —vi/o-lon-cellist, n. 
[count] 

VIP or V.I.P. (vē/i/pē/) /'viy'ay'piy/ n. [count] Informal. 
a very important person. 

visper (vi/par) /'vaypər/ n. [conni] 1.a poisonous snake 
having a pair of hollow fangs that can be erected for bit- 
ing and injecting venom: Vipers include the adders, puff 
adders, and pit vipers. 2. a spiteful or treacherous per- 
son. —vi/per-ous, adj. 

Vieraego (vi rä/gō, -ra/-) /vi'ragow, -'rey-/ n. [count], pl. 
-goes, -gos. a loud-voiced, ill-tempered, scolding 
woman; a shrew. 

viral (vi/ral) /‘vayral/ adj. of, relating to, or caused by a 
virus. 

virgin (var/jin) /‘vard3in/ n. [count] 1. a person who 
has not had sexual intercourse. 2. an unmarried girl or 
woman. 3. Informal. any person who is uninitiated, unin- 
formed, or the like. —adj. {before a noun] 4. being a vir- 
gin. 5. pure; untouched; not used or made use of: the 
virgin snow; virgin timberlands. 

virginal (viir/ja nl) /‘v3ard3onl/ adj. 1. relating to, char- 
acteristic of, or befitting a virgin. 2. continuing in a state 
of virginity. 3. pure; unsullied. 

Viregineisty (var jivi tē) /vor'd3initiy/ n. [nonconnt] the 
condition of being a virgin. 

virsgule (vur/gydol) /‘vargyuwl/ n. [count] 1. a short di- 
agonal stroke (/) between two words indicating that either 
one may be chosen to complete the sense of the text: 
The defendant and/or his/her attorney must appear in 
court. 2. a dividing line, as in dates or fractions, a run-in 
passage of poetry in order to show verse division, etc. 
Also called diagonal. 

vireile (viral) /‘viral/ adj. having or exhibiting masculine 
strength; masculine; manly; characterized by a vigorous, 


masculine spirit. —vieriliety (va rii tē) /vo'rilitiy/ n. 
(noncount) 
viretusal (vir/chdo əl) /'vartfuwoal/ adj. 1. [before a 


noun] being (the noun stated) in force or effect, though 
not actually or expressly such: They were reduced to vir- 
tual poverty. 2. temporarily simulated or extended by 
computer software: virtual memory on a hard disk. 
—vir/tuealely, adv. 

viretue (viir/choo) /'vartfuw/ n. 1. [nonconnt] the prac- 
tice of behaving or living one’s life according to moral 
and ethical principles; moral excellence: a life of virtue. 
2. [cont] a particular quality that reflects such moral ex- 
cellence: His virtues inchide honesty and integrity. 3. 
[nonconnt] chastity, esp. in a woman. 4. [cont] a desir- 
able quality or property: Riding a bike to work was one of 
the virtues of living in a university town. — Idiom. 5. by 
or in virtue of, by reason of; because of: By virtire of Nis 
office, the Vice President decides a tie in the Senate. 6. 
make a virtue of necessity, to make the best of a diffi- 
cult or unsatisfactory situation. 

ViretueO*So (viir/choo O/s6) /,vartfuw'owsow/ n., pl. -sos, 
-si (-sē) /-siy/ adj. —n. [count] 1. a person who has spe- 
cial knowledge or skill in a field, esp. a person who is ex- 
cellent in musical technique or execution. —adj. [before 
a noun] 2. of, relating to, or characteristic of a virtuoso: a 
virtuoso performance. —vir-tueos-iety (vuir/chdo os/i tē) 
/vartfuw'psitiy/ n. (noncomnt) 

viretueous (vir/chdo as) /'vartfuwos/ adj. 1. agreeing 
with or following moral and ethical principles; morally ex- 
cellent; upright. 2. chaste: a virinous young woman. 
—vir/tu-ousely, adv. —vir/tu-ous-ness, n. (noncount) 

vireuerlent (vir/ya lant, virfa-) /‘viryalont, 'vırə-/ adj. 1. 
actively poisonous; very noxious; harmful or deadly; 
highly infective: a virulent strain of bacteria. (2. violently 
hostile; intensely bitter, hateful, or wishing evil! a virmlent 
speech. —vir/u-lence, n. (nonconnt] 

vierus (vi/ras) /'vayras/ n. [count], pl. -russes. 1. a very 
small living thing causing infection, which reproduces 
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only within the cells of living hosts, mainly bacteria, 
plants, and animals. 2. a disease caused by a virus: was 
ill from a vims. 3. a corrupting idea or thought or a 
harmful influence on morals or the intellect. 4. a part of 
a computer program that is planted illegally in another 
program, often to damage or shut down a system or net- 
work. 

-vis-, root. -vis- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “see.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ADVICE, ADVISABLE, ADVISE, INVISIBLE, PROVISION, PROVISO, RE- 
VISE, REVISION, SUPERVISE, SUPERVISION, SUPERVISOR, SUPER- 
VISORY, TELEVISION, VISA, VISAGE, VIS-A-VIS, VISIBILITY, VISIBLE, 
VISION, VISIT, VISOR, VISTA, VISUAL, VISUALIZE. 

vissa (v@/za) /'viyzo/ n. [count], pl. -sas. an official 
stamp or mark made on a passport, which permits the 
holder to enter the country: a tomrist visa. See -vis-. 

vissage (viz/ij) /‘vizid3/ n. [count] 1. the face, usually 
with reference to its shape, features, expression, etc.: a 
sad visage. 2. appearance: a ghost town’s desolate vis- 
age. See -vis-. 

vis-a-vis (vé/za ve’) /,viyzo'viy/ adv. 1. face to face. 
—adj. 2. face-to-face. —prep. 3. in relation to: income 
vis-a-vis Costs. See -vis-. 

vis-cerea (vis/ar a) /'visara/ n. [plural], sing. visecus 
(vis’kas) /'viskas/. 1. the organs in the cavities or spaces 
of the body, esp. those in the abdominal cavity. 2. (not in 
technical use) the intestines. 

vis-cereal (vis/ar al) /'visarol/ adj. [before a noun] 1. of, 
relating to, or affecting the viscera. 2. characterized by, 
coming from, or felt via one’s instincts rather than intel- 
lect; emotional rather than intellectual: My initial, visceral 
reaction was disgust. 

visecid (vis/id) /‘visid/ adj. sticky; adhesive; viscous. 

visecoseiety (vi skos/i tē) /vi'sknsitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being viscous. 2. 
[count] the property of a fluid that resists the force tend- 
ing to cause the fluid to flow: oil of a high viscosity. 

visecount (vi/kount’) /'vay,kawnt/ n. [count] a noble- 
man ranking next below an earl or count and next above 
a baron. 

vis-count-ess (vi/koun‘tis) /‘vay,kawntis/ n. [count] 1. 
the wife or widow of a viscount. 2. a woman holding in 
her own right a rank equal to that of a viscount. 

visecous (vis/kas) /'viskas/ adj. 1. of a thick, sticky con- 
sistency. 2. having the property of viscosity. 

vise or vice (vis) /vays/ n, v, vised, viseing. —n. 
[count] 1. a device usually having two jaws adjusted by 
means of a screw, lever, or the like, used to hold an ob- 
ject firmly while work is being done on it. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to hold, press, or squeeze with or as if with a vise. 

Viseiebileiety (viz/a bii tē) /,vizo'bilitiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
(nonconnt] the quality, state, or fact of being visible. 2. 
the greatest distance over which it is possible to see un- 
der certain atmospheric conditions or different kinds of 
weather: [Noncount]: Visibility was fine. [count]: a visibil- 
ity of ten miles. See -vis-. 

viseisble (viz7a bal) /'vizobal/ adj. 1. capable of being 
seen; that can be sensed by the eye. 2. apparent; mani- 
fest; obvious: no visible means of support. 3. being con- 
Stantly or frequently in the public view. —vis/iebly, adv.: 
He was visibly 1pset. See -vis-. 

viesion (vizh’an) /'vizon/ n. 1. [noncornt] the act or 
power of sensing with the eyes; sight. 2. [noncomnt] the 
act Or power of anticipating that which will or could come 
to be; foresight; imagination: a man or woman of vision. 
3. [count] a vivid, imaginative idea, conception, or antici- 
pation of something that will or could come to be: He 
had visions of wealth and glory. 4. [count] something 
seen in or as if in a dream or trance, often thought to 
come from God. 5. [count] a scene, person, etc., of ex- 
traordinary beauty: a vision of loveliness. See -vis-. 

Viesionearey (vizh’a ner’é) /'viza,neriy/ adj, n., pl. -are 
ies. —adj. 1. showing or having vision or imagination, as 
the ability to see things that will or could be. 2. too ideal- 
istic; impractical: an impractical, visionary scheme. 3. 
having fanciful or impractical ideas or schemes. 4. of or 
relating to a vision. —n. [count] 5. a person of unusually 
keen foresight. 6. a person who has idealistic or imprac- 
tical ideas or schemes that are not likely to come true. 
See -vis-. 

viseit (viz7it) /‘vizit/ v. 1. to go to and stay with (a person 
or family) or at (a place) for a short time: [~ + obj]: We 
visited our friends in Greece. [no obj): Come to visit with 
us for a few hours. 2. [no obj) to talk or chat casually. 3. 
[~ + obj] to go to for the purpose of official inspection 
or examination: The inspection team visited the factory. 
4. [~ + obj] to come upon; afflict: The plague visited 
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London in 1665. 5.[~ + obj + on + obj] to inflict, as 
punishment, vengeance, etc.: visited punishment on 
them for their sins. 6. [~ + obj + with + obj) to cause 
trouble, suffering, etc., to: God visited Job with sorrows. 

—. [count] 7. the act of or an instance of visiting: a /ong 
visit. See -VIS-. 

viseiteaetion (viz/i tā/shən) /,vizi'teyfon/ n. 1. [count] 
the act of visiting. 2. a formal visit, as one granted by a 
court to a divorced parent to visit a child in custody of 
the other parent: [moncount): the right of visitation. 
(count): two visitations per month. See -VvIs-. 

viseietor (viz/i tar) /‘vizitor/ n. [count] a person who 
visits, as for reasons of friendship, business, duty, sick- 
ness, or the fike. 

viesor also viezor (vi/zar) /'vayzor/ n. [count] 1. the 
projecting front brim of a cap. 2. a Nap, mounted over 
the windshield on the inside of an automobile, that is 
used to shield the eyes from glare. 3. the front piece on 
a medieval helmet, often being movable and having slits 
for vision. See -vis-. 

viseta (vis/tə) /‘visto/ n. [count], pl. -tas. a view, esp. 
one seen through a Jong, narrow passage, as between 
rows of trees or houses. See -vis-. 

viseueal (vizh’d0 al) /‘viz3uwol/ adj. 1. of or relating to 
seeing or sight: a visual image. —n. 2. Usually, visuals. 
[plural a. the picture elements, as distinguished from 
the sound elements, in films, television, etc. b. photo- 
graphs, films, charts, or other visual materials, esp. as 
used for illustration or promotion. —vis/u-al-ly, adv. See 
-VIS-. 

vis/ual arts’, n. [plurali the arts created primarily for 
viewing, as drawing, graphics, painting, sculpture, and 
the decorative arts. 

viseuealeize (vizh’d0 ə liz’) /‘vizuwo,layz/ v. [~ + obj), 
-ized, -iz-ing. to form a mental image of: tried to visual- 
ize future events. —vis-ural-ieza-tion (vizh’/oo ə lə za/- 
shan) /,vizguwolo'zeyfon/ n. (noncount) —vis/usal-iz/er, 
n. (count) See -vis-. 

-vit-, root. -vit- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “life; living.” It is related to the root -viv-. This 
meaning is found in such words as: REVITALIZE, VITA, VITAL, 
VITAMIN. 

vieta (vi/ta) /‘vayto/ n., pl. vietae (vi7té) /‘vaytiy/. CURRIC- 
ULUM VITAE. See -VIT-. 

vietal (vit/l) /‘vaytl/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or necessary to 
life: vital processes of food and energy production. 2. en- 
ergetic, lively, or forceful: a vital leader. 3. absolutely 
necessary for the existence, continuance, or well-being of 
something; of great importance; indispensable; essential: 
vital supplies. 4. of critical importance: vital decisions. 
—vi/tal-ly, adv. See -vit-. 

vietaleiety (vi tali tē) /vay'tæhtiy/ n. [noncount) 1. lively 
physical or mental vigor or strength: a person of great vi- 
tality. 2. ability to survive or to carry on a meaningful or 
purposeful existence: the vitality of an institution. See 
-VIT-. 

vi/tal signs’, n. [plura essential, necessary, or crucial 
body functions, including pulse rate, body temperature, 
and respiration. 

vi/tal statis’tics, n. [plural 1. statistics concerning 
human life, the population count, and the conditions af- 
fecting human life, such as deaths, births, and marriages. 
2. Facetious. the measurements of a woman's figure, 
esp. the bust, waist, and hips. 

vitamin (vita min) /‘vaytomin/ also vietaemine (vi/ta- 
min, -mén’) /'vaytomin, -,miyn/ n. [count] any of a 
group of substances that are essential to the body in 
small quantities for norma! metabolism, found in very 
small amounts in foods and also produced artificially. 
See -VIT-. 

Vieticate (vish/’é at’) /'vifiy,cyt/ v. [~ + obj], -at-ed, -at- 
ing. 1. to ruin or reduce the quality of; make faulty; 
spoil. 2. to reduce or weaken the effectiveness of: viti- 
ated his best efforts. 3. to make (a claim) legally invalid; 
invalidate: to vitiate a clairn. —vietiea-tion (vish/ē a7- 
shan) / vifiy'cyfan/ n. Inoncomnt] 

vitere-ous (vi/tré əs) /'vitriyos/ adj. 1. of the nature of 
or resembling glass, as in being transparent, brittle, 
hard, or glossy: vitreous china. 2. of or relating to glass; 
obtained from or containing glass. 

vitriol (vi7tre al) /'vitriyal/ n. [noncount} something 
highly sharp or severe in effect, as biting criticism. 

vitriolic (vi/tre oVik) /,vitriy'nlik/ adj. very sharp, bit- 
ter, or hateful: vitriolic lariguage. 

vi-tu-per-a-tion (vi too’/pa rā/shən, -tyoo’-,  vi-) 
ivay tuwpa'’reyfan, -'tyuw-, vi-/ u. [noncomt] harsh or 
abusive language; violent or very harsh criticism. —vi-etue 
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per-ative (vi tōō/pər ativ, -pə rā-,  -ty0ö/-) 
/vay'tuwporoativ, -pə,rey-, -'tyuw-/ adj. 

-viv-, root. -viv- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “life; alive; lively.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: CONVIVIAL, REVIVAL, REVIVE, SURVIVAL, SUR- 
VIVE, SURVIVOR, VIVA, VIVACIOUS, VIVID, VIVIPAROUS, VIVISEC- 
TION. 

Vieva (vē/və, -va) /'viyvo, -vu/ interj. (used as an excla- 
mation of approval) Long live (the person or thing 
named): Viva freedom! See -Vviv-. 

vievaecious (vi va/shas, vi-) /vi'veyfos, vay-/ adj. lively; 
animated; spirited: a vivacious, outgoing personality. 
—vieva/cious-ly, adv. —vievaceirty (vi vas/i tē, vi-) 
/vi'vaesitiy, vay-/ viewa/cious-ness, n. [noncount] See 
-VIV-. 

viveid (viv/id) /'vivıd/ adj. 1. (of color, light, etc.) strik- 
ingly bright or intense; brilliant: a vivid red. 2. having 
bright or striking colors. 3. presenting the appearance, 
freshness, spirit, etc., of life; realistic: a vivid account of 
the wedding. 4. detailed; distinct: a vivid dream. 5. full 
of life; lively: a vivid personality. —viv/id-ly, adv. —viv/- 
id-ness, n. [noncount] See -viv-. 

Vievipsarrous (vi vipfer as, vi-) /vay'viparas, vi-/ adj. 
bringing forth living young rather than eggs. See -viv-, 
-PARE?-, 

Viveiesecetion (viv’a sek/shan) /,vivo'sekfon/ n. (non- 
count] the action of cutting into or dissecting a living 
body or living animals, in order to learn more about dis- 
ease and bodily functions. —viv/i-sec/tion-al, adj. See 
-VIV-, -SECT-. 
vix-en (vik/san) /'vikson/ n. [count] 1. a female fox. 2. 
an ill-tempered or quarrelsome woman. —vix/en-ish, 
adj. 

Viezier or Viezir (vi zér’, viz’yar) /vi'zior, ‘vizyor/ n. 
[count] a high governmental official in certain Muslim 
countries. 

Viezor (vi/zar) /'vayZor/ n. VISOR. 

VLF or vif, an abbreviation of: very low frequency. 

V neck, n. (count) a neckline that is V-shaped in front. 
—V-necked, adj.: a V-necked sweater. 

-voc-, root. -voc- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “call.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
ADVOCATE, AVOCATION, CONVOCATION, CONVOKE, EQUIVOCAL, 
EVOCATIVE, EVOKE, INVOCATION, INVOKE, IRREVOCABLE, PROVO- 
CATION, PROVOCATIVE, PROVOKE, REVOKE, UNEQUIVOCAL, VO- 
CABULARY, VOCAL, VOCATION, VOCIFEROUS. 
vo-cab-uelarey (vO kab/yə ler/é) /vow'kæbyə,leriy/ n., 
pl. -larsies. 1. the stock of words used by, known to, or 
peculiar to a particular person, or group, language, or 
profession: [count]: the vocabulary of the law. [non- 
count): studies of the acquisition of vocabulary in chil- 
dren. 2. [count] a usually short list or collection of words 
and often phrases, usually arranged in alphabetical order 
and defined. 3. [count] any collection of signs, symbols, 
gestures, techniques, etc., making up a means or system 
of nonverbal communication: the vocabulary of Impres- 
sionism. See -voc-. 
vo-cal (vd/kal) /‘vowkol/ adj. 1. of, relating to, or pro- 
duced with the voice: the vocal sounds. 2. intended for 
singing: vocal music. 3. willing to express oneself in 
words, esp. in many words or insistently; outspoken: a 
vocal advocate of reform. —n. [count] 4. a vocal sound. 
5. a. a musical piece for a singer; song. b. a perfor- 
mance of such a piece. —vo/cal-ly, adv. See -voc-. 
vo/cal cords’, n. (plural) either of two pairs of folds of 
membrane stretched across the larynx, the lower pair of 
which produces sound or voice as it is made to vibrate by 
the passage of air from the lungs. 
vorcaleist (v5/kə list) /‘vowkolist/ n. [count] a singer. 
See -voc-. 
vo-caleize (v0/ka Siz’) /‘vowko,layz/ v., -ized, -iz-ing. 1. 
to make vocal; to make or produce sounds; articulate: [~ 
+ obj]: to vocalize one’s objections. [no obj}: dolphins 
and chimpanzees vocalizing. 2. [no obj] to sing; to sing 
without uttering words. —vo-cal-ieza-tion (v6/ka lə za7- 
shan) /,vowkoaloa'zeyfon/ n. [Noncount): the process of vo- 
calization. [count]: some strange vocalizations. See 
-VOC-. 
vo-ca-tion (vO kā/shən) /vow'keyfon/ n. [count] 1. a 
particular occupation, business, or profession; one’s call- 
ing: a vocation of teaching. 2. a strong impulse or desire 
to follow a particular activity or career. 3. a divine call to 
a religious life: a vocation to join the priesthood. See 
-VOC-. 
vo-ca-tioneal (voc kā/shə ni) /vuw'keyfonl/ adj. training 
or preparing one for a job or a certain skill: a vocational 
school for carpentry. See -voc-. 
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vo-cif-er-ous (vo siffar as) /vow'sifaras/ adj. 1. crying 
out noisily. 2. characterized by noisy or strong outcry; ve- 
hement: vociferous protests. —vo-cif/er-ousely, adv. 
See -voc-. 

vod-ka (vod/ka) /'vndk9/ n. [noncount) a cotorless, dis- 
titted alcoholic spirit made esp. from rye or wheat mash. 

vogue (vg) /vowg/ n. 1. the current or poputar fashion 
at a particutar time: [count]: a vogue for long hair. {non- 
count): Some of that slang is no longer in vogue. —adj. 
2. currently fashionable or popular: vogue words. 
—vogu/ish, adj. 

voice (vois) /voys/ n., v., voiced, voic-ing. —n. 1. 
[count] the sound or sounds uttered through the mouth 
of tiving creatures, esp. of human beings in speaking, 
Singing, etc. 2. [noncount) the pattern of such sounds 
characteristic of a particular person: I’d know his voice 
anywhere! 3. [noncount] the ability to utter sounds 
through the mouth by controlling the air sent out; 
speech: He had such a sore throat that he lost his voice. 
4. [noncount] the condition or effectiveness of the voice 
for speaking or singing: in poor voice. 5. [count] some- 
thing tike speech as conveying impressions to the mind: 
the voice of one’s conscience. 6. [noncount] expression 
in words or by other means: The audience gave voice to 
their disapproval. 7. [count usually singular] an ex- 
pressed opinion, choice, will, or desire: the voice of the 
opposition. 8. [count] the right to present and receive 
consideration of one’s desires or opinions: to have a 
voice in company policy. 9. [count] a singer: He is one of 
the great voices in opera. 10. [count] a metodic part in a 
musicat Composition: a three-voice fugue. 11. [count] a 
category or set of categories of the verb that show the re- 
tation of the subject to the verb: /f the subject is the per- 
former of the action, the verb is in the active voice; if the 
subject is the one receiving, benefiting, or being harmed 
by the action, then usually the verb is in the passive 
voice. The verb was Carried is in the passive voice in the 
sentence | was carried to the hospital; the verb carried is 
in the active voice in the sentence They carried me to the 
hospital. —v. [~ + obj] 12. to express by words or utter- 
ances; declare; proclaim: They voiced their disapproval. 
—Idiom. 13. with one voice, in complete agreement; 
unanimously. —voice/less, adj. See -voc-. 

voice’ box’, n. [count] the larynx. 

voiced (voist) /voyst/ adj. 1. having a voice of a certain 
kind: sfrill-voiced. 2. (of a speech sound) pronounced 
with vibration of the vocal cords, as the consonants (b), 
(v), and (n). 

voice/-o’ver, n. [count] the voice of an unseen narra- 
tor, announcer, or the tike, as in television or radio com- 
merciałs or television or motion-picture sequences fea- 
turing an offscreen voice. 

void (void) /voyd/ adj. 1. having no tegat force or effect: 
This law has been declared null and void. 2. [be + ~ + 
of] empty; tacking: He felt his life was void of meaning. 
3. (of a political office) vacant. 4. (in cards) having no 
cards in a suit. —n. [count] 5. empty space; emptiness: 
disappeared into the void. 6. a state or feeting of loss: 
His death left a great void in her life. 7. (in cards) lack of 
cards in a Suit: a void in chibs. —v. 8. [~ + obj] to make 
invatid; nullify: to void a check. 9. to empty the bowels or 
urinate: [~ + obj]: to void the bowels. [no obj): having 
trouble voiding. —void/a-ble, adj. 

voiela or voiela (wwa 1a’) /vwa'la/ interj. This expression 
from French is used to express success or satisfaction, or 
to draw the attention of the tistener to something. 

-vol-, root. -vol- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “wish; wih.” This meaning is found in such 
words aS: BENEVOLENT, INVOLUNTARY, MALEVOLENT, VOLITION, 
VOLUNTARY, VOLUNTEER. 

vol., an abbreviation of: volume. 

vol-astile (vol’a ti, -til/) /‘volotl, -,tayl/ adj. 1. evaporat- 
ing rapidly; passing off quickly in the form of vapor: Ace- 
tone is a volatile solvent. 2. tending or threatening to 
break out into open violence; explosive: a volatile politi- 
cal situation. 3. having or tikety to have or exhibit sharp 
or sudden changes; unstabte: a volatile stock market. 4. 
changeable, as in mood or temper: a volatile personality. 
—vol/actil/i-ty (-til7i tē) /-'tilitiy/ n. (noncount) 

vol-caneic (vol kan/ik) /vol'kawnik/ adj. 1. of or retating 
to a volcano: volcanic islands. 2. produced by volcanoes: 
volcanic ash. 3. likety to exptode: a volcanic temper. 

volcano (vol ka/nd) /vol'keynow/ n. [count], pi. -noes, 
-nos. 1. a vent in the earth’s crust through which tava, 
steam, ashes, etc., are given off, either continuously or at 
intervals. 2. a mountain or hill, usuatly having a cuplike 


crater at the top, that was formed around such a vent 
from the ash and lava that were given off from it. 

vole (vol) /vowl/ n. [count] a short-taited, stocky animat 
resembling a mouse. 

voeli-tion (vo lish’an, va-) /vow'lifan, va-/ n. [noncount) 
the act of willing, choosing, or deciding to do something: 
She left of her own volition. —vo-li/tion-al, adj. See 
-VOL-. 

vol-ley (vol’é) /'voliy/ n., pl. -leys, v., -leyed, -ley-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. the shooting of a number of missiles or 
firearms at the same time. 2. the missiles so discharged. 
3. a burst or outpouring of many things at once or in 
quick succession: a volley of protests. 4. a. the return of 
a ball or shutttecock, as in tennis or badminton, before it 
hits the ground. b. a series of such returns; a rally. —v. 
5. [~ + obj] to shoot in or as if in a vottey. 6. to return 
{a ball) before it hits the ground: [no obj): They volleyed 
for almost five minutes. [~ + obj]: to volley a ball. 

vol-ley-ball (voë bdl’) /'voliy,bol/ n. 1. [noncount] a 
game for two teams in which the object is to return a 
large, inflated ball, and in such a fashion that the oppos- 
ing team wilt be unabte to do the same over a high net 
by striking it with the hands before it touches the ground. 
2. [count] the bal! used in this game. 

volt (volt) /vowlt/ n. [count] a standard unit of measure 
for electrical force. Abbr.: V 

volt-age (vol/tij) /‘vowltid3/ n. etectricat force expressed 
in volts: [count]: different voltages. [noncount]: measur- 
ing voltage. 

vol-taric (vol tā/ik, vol-) /vol'teyik, vowl-/ adj. of or re- 
tating to electric currents, esp. when produced by chemi- 
cal action. 

voluble (vol/ya bal) /‘volyabol/ adj. Nuent; glib; tatka- 
tive: a volible speaker. —vol-usbil-iety (vol’/ya bili tē) 
/ volya'bilitiy/ n. [noncount] —vol/uebly, adv. 

vol-ume (vol/ydom, -yam) /'volyuwm, -yom/ n. 1. [non- 
count] a. the amount of space, measured in cubic units, 
that an object or substance occupies. b. the measured 
amount that a container can hold; cubic capacity. 2. 
[count] a mass, amount, or quantity: a volume of rail. 
3. [noncount] the degree of sound intensity: turned up 
the volume, 4. [count] a. a book. b. the books of a set. 
—Idiom. 5. speak volumes, to be full of meaning: His 
expression spoke volumes about his trie feelings. 

vorluemienous (va too%ma_ nas) /va'luwmonos/ adj. 1. 
filling or enough to fill volumes: a voluminous corre- 
Spondence. 2. very productive: a voluminous writer, 3. of 
great volume: a voluminous briefcase. 4. having many 
folds or much fullness: voluminous skirts. —voelu/mi- 
noussly, adv. 

vol-eun-tasrism (vol’aen ta riz’am) /‘volonts,rizom/ n. 
[moncount]) the principle or practice of supporting 
schools, hospitats, churches, etc., by voluntary contribu- 
tions, participation, or aid. See -voL-. 

vol-un-tarey (vol/an ter’é) /‘volon,teriy/ adj. 1. done, 
made, brought about, or performed through or by one’s 
will or one’s own free choice: a voluntary contribution. 2. 
controled by the will: voluntary muscle movements. 3. 
done by or made up of volunteers: voluntary workers; 
voluntary hospitals. 4. Law. a. acting or done without be- 
ing forced. b. done by intention and not by accident: vol- 
untary manslaughter. —vol-unstar-iely (vol’/an tara te, 
vol’an ter’-) /,volon'teoraliy, 'volon,ter-/ adv. See -voL-. 

vol-un-teer (vol/an tér’) /,volon'tior/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a 
service or undertaking, or who performs a service witt- 
ingly and without pay. 2. a person who enters military 
service voluntarily. —adj. 3. made of or performed by 
volunteers: a volunteer army. —v. 4. to offer oneself for 
some service or undertaking: [no obj]: eager to volun- 
teer. [~ + oneself]: He vohinteered himself for the mis- 
sion. [~ + to + verb]: He volunteered to write the re- 
port. 5. [no obj) to enlist as a votunteer: volunteered for 
combat. 6. [~ + obj] to say, tett, or communicate 
(something) freety or wiltingly: to volunteer an explana- 
tion. See -vot-. 

vo-lup-tu-ous (va lup/chdo as) /vo'laptfuwos/ adj. 1. 
sensuously pleasing or detightful. 2. ful and shapely: a 
voluptuous figure. —vo-lup/tu-ous-ness, n. [noncount] 

vomit (vomit) /‘vomit/ v. 1. to throw up the contents of 
the stomach through the mouth; regurgitate: [m0 obj): 
feared he might vomit. [~ + obj]: to vomit one’s diner. 
2. [~ + obj] to throw out or eject with force or violence: 
The volcano vomited ash and rock. —n. [noncount] 3. 
the undigested food thrown up when vomiting. 

voo-doo (vo0/d66) /'vuwduw/ n., pl. -doos, adj. —n. 
(noncount) 1. a religion practiced chiefly by West Indians, 
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derived principally from African cult worship and contain- 
ing elements borrowed from Catholicism. 2. black magic; 
sorcery. —adj. 3. of, associated with, or practicing voo- 
doo. ~ voo/’doo-ism, n. {noncount] 

-vor-, rool. -vor- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “eat.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
CARNIVORE, CARNIVOROUS, DEVOUR, HERBIVORE, HERBIVOROUS, 
OMNIVOROUS, VORACIOUS. 

vorra-cious (vô ra/’shas, va-) /vo'reyfos, və-/ adj. 1. 
wanting or eating large quantities of food: a voracious 
appetite. 2. very eager or avid; insatiable: a voracious 
reader. —vorra/ciousely, adv. —vo-rraceiety (vO ras/i tē) 
/vo'rwsitiy/ mn. [noncount] See -vor-. 

vortex (vor/teks) /‘vorteks/ n. [count], pl. -tex-es, -tie 
ces (-ta séz’) /-ta,siyz/. 1. a whirling mass of water or 
air, esp. one in which a sucking force operates to pull 
things in, as a whirlpool or a tornado. 2. any situation or 
state of affairs thought to be like a whirlpool: the vortex 
of war. See -VERT-. 

-vot-, root. -vol- comes from Latin, where it has the 
meaning “vow.” This meaning is found in such words as: 
DEVOTE, DEVOTEE, DEVOUT, VOTE. 

vote (vot) /vowt/ n., v., vot-ed, vot-ing. —n. [count] 1l.a 
formal expression of one’s choice, opinion, or decision, 
usually either for or against someone or something, as a 
policy or proposat, made by an individual or a body of in- 
dividuals. 2. the means by which such expression is 
made, as a ballot: to cast a vole. 3. [usually singular] the 
right to such expression: gave citizens the vote. 4. [usu- 
ally singular] the totat number of votes cast: The vote 
was 55,000 in favor, 22,000 against. 5. the decision 
reached by voting: The vote was unanimous. 6. an ex- 
pression of approval or disapproval: a vote of no confi- 
dence. —v. 7. to express or show one’s will or choice in a 
matter, as by casting a baltot: [no obj]: Did you vote? [~ 

+ to + verb]: We voted to go on strike. [~ + (that) 
clause]: | vole that we all go on strike. 8. to support by 
one’s vote: [~ + obj]: to vote the party ticket. [~ + for 
+ obj): Did you vote for her? 9. [~ + obj] to enact by 
vote: to vole a bill into law. —vot/er, n. [count] See 
-VOT-. 

vouch (vouch) /vawtf/ v. [~ + for + obj] 1. to provide 
proof, supporting evidence, or assurance: Her record in 
office vouches for her integrity. 2. to give a quarantee or 
act as surety or sponsor; take responsibility: / can vouch 
for him. See -voc-. 

vouch-er (vou/char) /'vawtfar/ n. [count] 1. a person or 
thing that vouches. 2. a document, receipt, stamp, etc., 
that gives evidence of money spent or received. 3. a 
form or ticket that permits a payment of cash to the 
holder or serves as a credit against a future purchase or 
expense. 

vow (vou) /vaw/ n. [count] 1. a solemn promise, pledge, 
or personal commitment: marriage vows; a vow Of se- 
crecy. 2. a sotemmn promise that commits oneself to an 
act, service, or condition: a priest's vow of celibacy. —v. 
3. to make a vow of; promise by a vow; pledge or de- 
clare solemnly: [~ + obj]: to vow revenge. [~ + to + 
verb}: He vowed to be on time. [~ + (that) clause]: He 
vowed that he would never drink and drive again. 


830 


—Idiom. 4. take vows, to make an official commit- 
ment to a religious order. See -vor-. 

vowrel (vou/al) /‘vawol/ n. [count] 1. a speech sound, as 
(€), (66), Or (a), produced without stopping, blocking, or 
changing the path of the flow of air from the lungs. 2. a 
letter or other symbol that represents a vowel sound, as, 
in English, a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y. See -voc-. 

vox po-purli (voks? pop/ya li’) /'voks' pnopyo,lay/ n. 
[count; usually singular) the voice of the people; popular 
opinion. See -voc-, -POP-. 

voy-age (voi/ij) /‘voyrd3/ n., v., -aged, -ag-ing. —n. 
[count] 1. a course of travel or passage or a journey, esp. 
a long journey by water to a distant place. 2. a passage 
or journey through air or space. —v. [no obj] 3. to make 
or take a voyage; travel; journey. —voy/’ag-er, n. [count] 

voyeur (vwa yur’, voi ur’) /vwa'ysr, voy'sr/ n. [count] a 
person who obtains sexual pleasure by looking at sexual 
objects or at other people performing sexual acts. —vo- 
yeur-ism (vwä yur/iz am, voi ur’-, voia riz/-) 
/vwo'y3rtzom, voy'3r-, 'voyo,rrz-/ n. Lnoncount) —voy’- 
eur-is/tic, adj. 

VP, an abbreviation of: 1. verb phrase. 2. Also, vp, v-p 
vice president. 

V.P. or V. Pres., an abbreviation of: Vice President. 

vs. or VS, an abbreviation of: 1. verse. 2. versus. 

VT or Vt., an abbreviation of: Vermont. 

v.t., an abbreviation of: verb transitive (transitive verb). 

vul-ecaneize (vul/ka niz’) /'valko,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to treat (rubber or some similar substance) 
with sulfur and heat, in order to give it greater strength, 
elasticity, and durability. —vul-can-i-za-tion (vul/ka nə- 
za/shan) /,valkona'zeyfon/ n. tnoncount] 

vulgar (vul/gar) /'valgor/ adj. 1. characterized by or 
showing one’s lack of refinement or good taste; crude; 
coarse. 2. indecent; obscene; lewd: a vulgar gesture; vul- 
gar language. 3. spoken by, or being in the language 
spoken by, the people generally; vernacular. —vul/- 
garely, adv. 

vul-gar-ism (vul’ga riz’am) /'valga,rizom/ n. 1. [non- 
count] vulgar behavior or character; vulgarity. 2. [count] 
a vulgar word or phrase. 

vul-gar-iety (vut gar/i tē) /val'gwritiy/ n., pl. -ties. 1. 
[noncount] the state or quality of being vulgar. 2. [count] 
something vulgar. 

vulener-asble (vul/nar a bal) /'valnarabal/ adj. 1. capa- 
ble of being or easily being wounded or hurt physically or 
emotionalty. 2. open to or defenseless against criticism 
or moral attack. 3. (of a place) open to assault; difficult 
to defend. —vul-ner-a-bil-iety (vul/nar ə bili tē) /,valno- 
ra'bilitiy/ n. [poncount] —vul/ner-a-bly, adv. 

vul-ture (vul/char) /'valtfor/ n. [count] 1. a large bird of 
prey, related to the hawks and eagles, that soars at a 
high altitude seeking dead animal flesh for food. 2. a 
person or thing that is eager to gain from another’s mis- 
fortune, as by greedily preying upon that person. —vul/- 
tur-ous, adj. 

vul-va (vul/va) /'valvo/ n. [count], pl. -vae (-vé) /-viy/ 
-vas. the external female sex organs. 

vy-ing (vi/ing) /‘vayrn/ v. pres. part. of vie. 


W, w (dub/al yoo’, -y66) /'dabal,yuw, -yo/ n. [count], pl. 
Ws or W's, ws or w’s. the 23rd letter of the English al- 
phabet, a semivowel. 

W, an abbreviation of: 1. watt. 2. west. 3. western. 4. 
wide. 5. width. 

w, an abbreviation of: 1. watt. 2. with. 

W., an abbreviation of: 1. watt. 2. Wednesday. 3. weight. 
4. west. 5. western. 6. width. 

w., an abbreviation of: 1. watt. 2. week. 3. weight. 4. 
west. 5. western. 6. wide. 7. width. 8. wife. 9. with. 10. 
work. 

w/, an abbreviation of: with. 

WA, an abbreviation of: Washington. 

Wac (wak) /wæk/ n. [count] a member of the Women’s 
Army Corps. 

wacky also whacky (wak/’é) /'wækiy/ adj., -iver, -ie 
est. Slang. odd; strange; silly; slightly crazy. —wack-iely 
(wak/a lē) /'wækoliy/ adv. —wack/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

wad (wod) /wod/ n., v, wad-ded, wadding. —n. [count] 
1. a small mass, as of cotton, used esp. for padding and 
packing, filling a hole, etc. 2. a roll of bank notes. 3. a 
fairly large amount of something, as money: made a wad 
in the stock market. 4. a small mass of substance for 
chewing: a wad of chewing tobacco; a wad of gum. —v. 
[~ + obj] 5. to form into a wad, as by rolling tightly: [~ ( 
+ up) + obj): He wadded (up) the paper. [~ + obj (+ 
up)): He wadded the paper (up). 

wadedle (wod/l) /‘wodl/ v., -dled, -dling, n. —v. [no obj] 
1. to walk with short steps, swaying from side to side in 
the manner of a duck. —n. [count] 2. a waddling way of 
walking. 

wade (wad) /weyd/ v., wad-ed, wading. 1. [no obj) to 
walk while partly immersed in water. 2. [no obj] to walk 
through a substance, as water or snow, that interferes 
with one’s motion: They waded through the mud. 3. 
wade through, [~ + through + obj) to struggle or 
make one’s way through (some task or job) with effort or 
difficulty: to wade through a pile of bills to be paid. 

wad/er (wa/der) /‘weyder/ n. [count] 1. one that wades. 
2. Also called wad/ing bird’. a long-legged bird that 
wades in water in search of food. 3. waders, [pluran 
high waterproof boots or pants worn for wading or while 
fishing. 

waedi (wa/dé) /‘wadiy/ n. [count], pl. -dis. (in Arabia, 
Syria, northern Africa, etc.) a place where water runs only 
during periods of rainfall. 

wafer (wa/fer) /‘weyfar/ n. [count] 1. a thin, crisp cake, 
cookie, biscuit, or candy. 2. a thin disk of unleavened 
bread used in the Eucharist. 3. any small, thin disk. 
—wa/fer-like’, adj. 

waf-fle' (wof/al) /,wofal/ n. [count] a batter cake baked 
in a hinged appliance (waf/fle i/ron) that forms a grid- 
like pattern on each side. 

waf-fle? (wofal) /'wofal/ v. [no obj], -fled, -fling. to 
speak or write without taking a definite stand; equivocate. 
—waf/fler, n. [count] 

waft (waft, waft) /waft, waft/ v. to (cause to) be carried 
or float lightly and smoothly through or as if through the 
air: [no obj): The smell of fresh bread wafted in. [~ + 
obj): The smells were wafted along. 

wag (wag) /wæg/ v., wagged, wag-ginge, n. —v. 1. to 
move up and down or from side to side: [no obj]: The 
dog's tail wagged. [~ + obj]: The dog wagged its tail. 2. 
to move (the tongue) in talking idly: [~ + obj]: Quit wag- 
ging your tongue and listen! [no obj): Local tongues are 
wagging over this latest scandal. —n. [count] 3. the act 
of wagging. 4. a clever, witty person. —wag/ger, n. 
[count] 

wage (waj) /weyd3/ n., v, waged, wag'ing. —n. 1. Of- 
ten, wages. [plurali money paid or received for work or 
services: [count]: My wages are too low. [noncount): a 
decent wage. 2. wages, [noncount; used with a singular 
verb] return; the consequences or result of some action: 
The wages of sin is death. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to begin or 
Carry on: fo wage war. 

wa-ger (wā/jər) /'weyd3ar/ n. [count} 1. something 
risked or bet on an uncertain event; a bet: / made him a 
wager he couldn't finish on time. —v. 2. to bet; gamble: 
[~ + obj]: She wagered fifty dollars. [~ (+ obj) + (that) 
clause): She wagered (fifty dollars) (that) he wouldn't fin- 
ish on time. —wa/ger-er, n. [count] 

waergle (wag/al) /'wægəl/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
move up and down or from side to side: [~ + obj]: wag- 
gled his fingers. [no obj): His fingers were waggling. —n. 
[count] 2. a waggling motion. 

wae-on (wag/en) /'wægən/ n. [count] 1. a four-wheeled 
vehicle, esp. one for the movement or carrying of heavy 


loads. 2. STATION WAGON. 3. Brit. a railway freight car or 
flatcar. —Idiom. 4. fix someone's wagon, Informal. to 
get even with or punish someone. 5. off the wagon, /n- 
formal. drinking alcoholic beverages again after a period 
of having abstained. 6. on the wagon, /nformal. no 
longer drinking alcoholic beverages. Also, esp. Brit., 
waggon. 

wag/oner, n. [count] a person who drives a wagon. 

waif (wāf), n. [count] 1. a homeless child: caring for or- 
phans and waifs. 2. a stray animal. 

wail (wal) /weyl/ v. 1. to express sorrow with a long, loud 
cry: [no obj): The child wailed unhappily. {~ + obj): She 
wailed a warning. [used with quotations}: “I want to go 
home!” she wailed. 2. [no obj] to make sounds resem- 
bling a sorrowful cry: The wind wailed. —n. [count] 3. a 
wailing cry or sound. —wail/’er, n. (count) 

wainescot (wan/skat, -skot, -skōt) /'wevnskot, -skot, 
-skowt/ n., v., -scot-ed, -scot-ing or (esp. Brit.) -scot: 
ted, -scot-ting. —n. [noncount] 1. a paneling or cover- 
ing of wood on an inside wall, often only the lower por- 
tion. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to panel with wainscot. 

waist (wast) /weyst/ n. [count] 1. the narrow part of the 
human body between the ribs and the hips. 2. the part 
of a garment covering the waist. 3. the narrow central or 
middle part of something. 

waist-band (wast/band’) /'weyst,band/ n. 
band, as on a Skirt, that goes around the waist. 

waist-coat (wes/kat, wāst/kōt/) /‘weskot, 'weyst,kowt/ 
n. Chiefly Brit. vest (def. 1). 

waist-line (wast/lin’) /‘weyst,layn/ n. [count] 1. the dis- 
tance around the body at the waist. 2. the seam where 
the skirt and body of a dress are joined. 

wait (wat) /weyt/ v. 1. to remain in a place and not do 
anything until something expected happens: [no obj]: We 
waited until the bus came. [no obj; (~ + for + obj): 
We've been waiting for the bus. [~ + obj + for + obj): 
We waited a week for your letter. [~ + to + verb]: We 
waited to see you. 2. [no obj) to be available or in readi- 
ness: A letter is waiting for you on your desk. 3. [not: be 
+ ~ing; no obj] to remain neglected for a time: That 
matter can wait until later. 4. [no obj) to (cause to) be 
postponed or delayed: Your vacation will have to wait un- 
til next spring. [~ + obj): to wait a week. 5. [~ + for + 
obj) to look forward to eagerly: to wait for a chance to 
get even. 6. wait on, [~ + on + obj] a. to serve food or 
drink to. b. to attend to the needs of (a customer): Is 
someone waiting on you? c. to be a servant for. d. Infor- 
mal. to wait for; await. 7. wait out, [~ + ort + obj] to 
postpone or delay action until the end of: We decided to 
wait out the storm. 8. wait up, [no obj] to postpone go- 
ing to bed in order to await someone's arrival. —n. 
[count] 9. an act or period of waiting. —Jdiom. 10. lie 
in wait, to wait in ambush so as to surprise another. 

wait-er (wa/ter) /‘weytar/ n. [count] a person, esp. a 
man, who waits on tables, as in a restaurant. See illustra- 
tion at RESTAURANT. 

wait/ing game’, n. [count] a strategy or plan in which 
action is postponed or delayed in order to gain an advan- 
tage. 

wait/ing list’ also wait-list (wat/list’) /‘weyt,list/ n. 
[count] a list of persons waiting, as for reservations or 
admission. 

wait/ing room’, n. [count] a room for the use of per- 
sons waiting, as in a railroad station. See illustration at 
TERMINAL, 

wait-ress (wa/tris) /‘weytris/ n. [count] a woman who 
waits on tables, as in a restaurant. 

waive (wav) /weyv/ v. [~ + obj], waived, waiv-ing. 1. 
to give up (a right) on purpose or willingly: waived his 
right to appeal the decision. 2. to decide not to enforce 
or insist on (a rule or regulation): The department waived 
the normal requiremeats. 

waiveer (wa/var) /'weyvor/ n. [count] 1. the giving up of 
a right, done deliberately, willingly, or on purpose. 2. a 
written statement containing a waiver. 

wake!’ (wak) /weyk/ v., waked or woke (wok) /wowk/ 
waked or wok-en (w0’kan) /'‘wowkon/ wak-ing, n. —v. 
1. to (cause to) become roused from sleep; awake: [no 
obj; (~ + up)): to wake (up) from a nightmare. [~ + obj 
(+ up)): The noise woke him (up). (~ (+ up) + obj): 


[count] a 


wake to wampum 


Please wake (up) the children. 2. to (cause to) become 
aware of something: [no obj]: Yond better wake (up) to 
what they're doing to you. [~ + obj (+ up)): The energy 
crisis woke us (up) to the need for conservation. [~ (+ 
up) + obj): The crisis failed to wake (up) the public. —n. 
[count] 3. (in some religious traditions) a vigil held in the 
presence of the body of a dead person before burial. 

wake? (wak) /weyk/ n. [count] 1. the track of waves left 
by a moving ship or boat. 2. the path or course of some- 
thing that has passed or gone before: The hurricane lef 
devastation in its wake. —-Idiom. 3. in the wake of, a. 
as a result of: /n the wake of the snowstorm the schools 
closed. b. close behind: Settlers followed in the wake of 
the pioneers. 


wake-ful (wak/foel) /‘weykfoal/ adj. unable to sleep; 
sleepless. —wake/fulely, adv. —wake/ful-ness, n. 
[noncount) 


wak-en (wa/kan) /'weykon/ v. to awake; awaken: [~ + 
obj): The noise wakened them. [no obj): The kids will 
waken early. 

Wal/dorf sal’ad (wôl/dôrf) /'woldorf/ n. [count] a 
salad of chopped apples, celery, nuts, and mayonnaise. 
walk (wok) /wok/ v. 1. [no obj) to move on foot at a 
moderate pace or speed, usually naturally, normally, and 
without hurry: He walks to work every day. 2. [~ + obj] 
to proceed along, through, or over on foot: walked sev- 
eral miles. 3. [~ + obj] to cause or help to walk: She 
walked the old man back to his seat. 4. (in baseball) to 
(cause to) receive a base on balls: [no obj): The batter 
walked, forcing in a rin. [~ + obj): The pitcher walked 
the next two batters. 5. [~ + obj] to lead, drive, or ride 
at a walk, aS an animal: She woke up early to walk the 
dog. 6. [~ + obj] to go with or accompany (someone) 
on foot: FI walk you to the elevators. 7. walk off or 
away with, [~ + Offaway + with + obj] a. to steal: 
Someone walked off with the money. b. to win, esp. with 
ease: She walked away with the prize for best essay. 8. 
walk out, [110 obj] a. to go on Strike. b. to leave in pro- 
test. 9. walk out on, [~ + obj] to desert; leave behind; 
forsake: He walked ont on his family. 10. walk through, 
a. [~ + through + obj] to rehearse (a play or the like) 
by reading the lines out loud while doing the physical 
movements that are called for. b. [~ + through + obj] 
to perform or do (Something) in an indifferent manner, in 
a way that shows that one does not care: During the last 
two weeks of his job he just walked through his duties. 
c. [~ + obj + through + obj) to guide (someone) care- 
fully through a task, procedure, etc. —n. [count] 11. an 
act or instance of walking: a short walk for exercise. 12. 
a characteristic style of walking: a stiff walk. 13. a dis- 
tance walked or to be walked: a ten-minute walk from 
here. 14. Baseball. BASE ON BALLS. 15. a place or path for 
walking. 16. a branch of activity, line of work, or position 

in society: all walks of life. 

walk/a-way’, n. [count], pl. -ways. an easy victory. 
walk-er (w0/kar) /'‘wokar/ n. [connt] 1. a framework on 
small wheels for supporting a baby who is learning to 
walk. 2. a similar device but without wheels, usually a 
waist-high, four-legged framework of lightweight metal, 
for use by an injured, or elderly disabled person as a 
support while walking. 3. one that walks or likes to walk. 
walk-ie-talk-ie (wO/ké tô/kē) /'wokiy'tokiy/ n. [count], 
pl. -talk-ies. a small portable radio that allows two-way 
communication. 
walk/-in’, adj. [before a noun) 1. of or relating to a 
medical clinic or other facility that accepts persons for 
treatment, service, etc., without an appointment. 2. of or 
relating to a person or persons who walk into such a fa- 
cility seeking treatment, service, etc., without an appoint- 
ment. 3. large enough to be walked into: a walk-in 
closet. —n. [count] 4. a customer, patient, etc., who ar- 
rives without an appointment. 5. something large 
enough to be walked into, as a refrigerator. 
walking pa/pers, n. [plura Informal. a notice to 
someone of their dismissal from a job. 
walking stick’, n. (cont) 1. a stick used for support 
in walking. 2. any of several insects with a long, slender, 
twiglike body. 
walk/-on’, n. [count] a small part in a play, esp. a part 
without speaking lines. 
walk-out (wok/out’) /'wok,awt/ m. [count] a strike by 
workers. 
walk-o-ver (wOk/0/var) /'wok,owvar/ n. [count] l. a 
horse race having only one starter because the others 
have been eliminated or have withdrawn. 2. an unop- 
posed or easy victory. 
walk/-up’, n. [count] 1. an apartment above the ground 
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floor in a building with no elevator. 2. a building, esp. an 
apartment house, with no elevator. —adj. [before a 
noun] 3. located above the ground floor in a building that 
has no elevator. 4. (of a building) having no elevator. 5. 
accessible on foot from the outside of a building: a 
walk-up bank machine. 

walk-+way (ww6/wa’) /'‘wwo,wey/ n. [count], pl. -ways. a 
passage for walking. 

wall (wô) /wol/ n. [count] 1. a vertical, upright structure 
used to form part of a shelter, to divide an area into 
rooms, or to protect. 2. something not physical that is 
like a wall in that it forms a barrier between people or 
keeps people apart: a wall of silence between them. —v. 
3. to enclose, separate, form a border around, or sur- 
round with or as if with a wall: [~ + obj]: to wall a town. 
[~ + off + obj): The workers walled off the area with 
bricks. [~ + obj + off}: to wall it off with bricks. 4. to 
seal or fill (an Opening) with a wall: [~ (+ up) + obj): to 
wall up a hole. [~ + obj (+ up)): to wall a hole up. 
——Idiom. 5. climb the walls, /nformal. to be overly ex- 
cited, nervous, worried, or frantic. 6. drive or push to 
the wall, [drive/push + obj + to + the + ~) to force 
into a desperate situation. 7. drive or send up the wall, 
(drive/send + obj + up + the + ~] Informal. to push 
into a state of frantic frustration: She drove her father up 
the wall staying out late on dates. 8. go to the wall, a. 
to be defeated: give in; yield. b. to fail in business; be 
forced into bankruptcy. c. to risk one’s own position to 
defend or protect another. 9. off the wall, Slang. very 
strange; bizarre: That idea is completely off the wall. 
—walled, adj. 

wal-lasby (wol’a bē) /'wolobiy/ n. [count], pl. -bies, -by. 
a small- to medium-sized animal of the kangaroo family. 

wall-board (w6l/bérd’, -bōrd^) /'wol,bord, -,bowrd/ n. 
[nņoncount] material used in large sheets for covering 
walls and ceilings. 

wal-let (wol/it, wo/lit) /‘wolit, 'wolit/ n. [count] 1. a flat, 
folding case with compartments for carrying paper 
money, credit cards, and other items. 2. Brit. a bag for 
carrying articles during a journey. 

walleye (wol/i’) /‘wol,ay/ n., pl. -eyes, for 1 also -eye. 
1. [count] Also called wall/eyed pike’. a North American 
game fish with large eyes. 2. [norcount) a condition in 
which the eye or eyes are turned outward. —wallV/eyed’, 
adj. 

wall-flow-er (wol/flou’ar) /'wol,flawor/ n. [count] 1. a 
person who remains off to the side at a party or dance, 
as through shyness. 2. a European plant of the mustard 
family, having sweet-scented yellow or orange flowers. 
wal-lop (wol’ap) /‘wolap/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to beat 
soundly; thrash. 2. to strike hard; sock: He walloped 
them with his stick. 3. to defeat thoroughly, as in a 
game. —n. (count) 4. a hard blow. 5. the ability to de- 
liver hard blows: His fists pack a wallop. 6. the ability to 
make a strong impression or to be very effective: That ad 
campaign packs quite a wallop. 

wal-lop-ing (wol’a ping) /‘wolapin/ adj. Informal. 1. very 
large; whopping. 2. very fine; impressive. —adv. 3. ex- 
tremely; very; immensely: a walloping big bill. 

wal-low (wol/d) /‘wolow/ v. [~ + in + obj) 1. to roll 
around, as in mud: The pigs were wallowing in the mud. 
2. to indulge oneself; remain in a given state or condition 
for a long time: to wallow in self-pity. —n. [count] 3. an 
act or instance of wallowing. 4. a place in which animals 
wallow. 

wall-pa-per (wol/pa/par) /'wol,pxzpor/ n. [noncount) 1. 
paper, usually with decorative patterns, for covering walls 
or ceilings. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to put wallpaper on or in; 
cover with wallpaper: to wallpaper a room. 
wall/-to-wall’, adj. 1. covering the entire floor: wall-to- 
wall carpeting. 2. a. occupying a space completely: wall- 
to-wall dancing. b. being everywhere: a town with wall- 
to-wall gambling. —n. (count) 3. a wall-to-wall carpet. 
walnut (wol/nut’, -nat) /'wol,nat, -nat/ n. 1. [count] an 
edible meaty nut with a hard, wrinkled shell. 2. [count] a 
tree bearing walnuts. 3. [noncount) the wood of a wal- 
nut, used esp. in making furniture. 

walrus (wodl/ras, wol/-) /'wolras, 'wpl-/ n. [count], pl. 
-rus-es, -rus. a large mammal of arctic seas, having 
large tusks and a tough, wrinkled hide. 

waltz (wolts) /wolts/ n. [count] 1. a ballroom dance in 
somewhat fast triple meter. 2. music for or in the rhythm 
of a waltz. —v. 3. to dance a waltz (with): [no obj): learn- 
ing to waltz. [~ + obj]: to waltz her around the floor. 4. 
[no obj; (~ + through + obj)) to move or progress eas- 
ily: She waltzed through the test. —walitz/er, n. [count] 
wampum (wom/pam, won/-) /'wompam, 'wom-/ n. 
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[noncount] 1. beads made of pierced and strung shells, 
once used by North American Indians as a medium of ex- 
change. 2. tnformal. MONEY. 

wan (won) /won/ adj., wan-ner, wan-nest. unnaturally 
pale, esp. on account of ill health or fatique. 

wand (wond) /wond/ n. [count] 1. a slender rod, esp. 
one used by a magician. 2. a staff carried as a sign or 
emblem of office or authority. 3. an electronic device in 
the form of a hand-held rod that can read coded or 
printed data on a merchandise label or in a document. 

wan-der (won/dar) /'‘wondar/ v. 1. [no obj] to move 
around without a definite purpose or plan; roam: wan- 
dering through the mall. 2. [no obj) to go, move, pass, 
or extend in an irregular course or direction: His gaze 
wandered briefly around the room. 3. [no obj] to stray, 
as from a path or subject: Your thoughts are wandering. 
4. [~ + obj) to travel about, on, or through: to wander 
the countryside. —wan/der-er, n. [count] 

wan-der-lust (won/dar lust) /'wondorlast/ n. 
usually singular) a strong desire to travel. 

wane (wan) /weyn/ v., waned, waning, n. —v. [no obj] 
1. to decrease, as in strength or intensity: His influence 
had waned in the company. 2. (of the moon) to decrease 
in brightness and roundness after the full moon, in requ- 
lar periods. Compare wax? (def. 2). —n. [count] 3. an act 
or period of waning. ——-Idiom. 4. on the wane, de- 
creasing; losing power; diminishing. 

wan-gle (wang/gal) /'wæpgol/ v. [~ + obj], -gled, -gl- 
ing. to bring about, get, or obtain by devious means: He 
wanigled a free ticket. —wan/gler, n. (count) 

wanna-be (won/a bé’, w6/na-) /'wono,biy, 'wons-/ n. 
(count), pl. -bes. tnformat. one who wishes, often vainly, 
to achieve success similar to another person's, or to gain 
fame or importance in some area: rock star wannabes. 

want (wont, wont) /wont, wont/ v. 1. to feel a need for 
(or to); wish or desire; feel inclined; long for: [~ + obj): 
Ttle baby wants his dinner. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ (+ obj) 
+ to + verb): t want to be alone. t want you to leave. 2. 
[~ + obj) to request the presence of: The boss wants 
you; better go right up. 3. (not: be + ~-ing; ~ + verb- 
ing) to require: The room wants cleaning. 4. {not: be + 
~ing; ~ + obj; usuatty: be + ~-ed] to have an arrest 
warrant for, or seek in order to question in connection 
with a criminal investigation: He is wanted for armed rob- 
bery. 5. [no obj; often: ~ + for] to have a need: His 
family never wanted for anything. —n. 6. [count] some- 
thing wanted or needed: My wants are simple. 7. [non- 
count) deficiency; lack; a state of need: to be in want of 
an assistant. 8. [noncount) a state of poverty. 

want’ ad’, n. CLASSIFIED AD. 

wanting (won/ting, w6n/-) /‘wontin, 'won-/ adj. [be + 
~) 1. lacking or absent: a motor with some parts want- 
ing. 2. deficient: wanting in courtesy. —prep. 3. lacking; 
without: a box wanting a lid. 4. less; minus: a century 
wanting three years. 

wan-ton (won/tn) /‘wontn/ adj. 1. not thinking of what is 
right or proper; inhumane: wanton cruelty. 2. without 
motive; unprovoked: a wanton attack. 3. sexually loose; 
lascivious. 4. extravagant or excessive: wanton luxury. 
—n. [count] 5. a wanton person, esp. a lascivious 
woman. —wan/ton-ly, adv. —wan/ton-ness, n. [non- 
count) 

WaPp-ieti (wop/i tē) /‘wopitiy/ n., pl. -tis, -ti. ELK (def. 1). 

war (wor) /wor/ n., v., warred, war-ring. —n. 1. armed 
conflict or fighting between nations or factions: [count]: 
Wars keep breaking out. [noncount): a state of war. 2. 
any conflict or struggle: [count]: a war against poverty. 
[noncount): to wage war against poverty. 3. [noncount] 
the science or profession of armed fighting: a war col- 
lege. —v. [no obj) 4. to make or carry on war: They 
warred among themselves. 

war-ble (w6r/bal) /‘worbal/ v., -bled, -bling, 7. —v. 1. to 
sing or whistle with trills or melodies that vary quickly: 
[no obj): to warbte happily. [~ + obj): to warble a tune. 
—n. [count] 2. a warbled song or trill. 

war-bler (wôr/blər) /‘worblar/ n. [count] a small song- 
bird, esp. one that is brightly colored. 

war-bon-net or war bon-net (w6r/bon/it) /'wor,bonit/ 
n. [count] an American Indian headdress made up of a 
headband with trailing feathers. 

ward (word) /word/ n. [count] 1. an administrative divi- 
sion of a city or town, or a division for voting purposes. 
2. a division of a hospital: a children's ward. 3. a division 
of a prison. 4. a person, esp. a Child or person under 
eighteen, who is under the care of a legal guardian or a 
court. —v. 5. to turn aside; avert: [~ + off + obj): to 


[count; 


wan to warmonger 


ward off a blow, to ward off disease. [~ + obj + off}: to 
ward it off. 

-ward, suffix. -ward is used to form adjectives or adverbs 
with the meaning “in or toward a certain direction in 
space or time”: backward. Also, -wards. 

war-den (wor/dn) /'wordn/ n. [count] 1. a person whose 
job is the care and custody of something; keeper. 2. the 
chief administrative officer of a prison. 3. an official 
whose job is the enforcement of requlations: a fire war- 
den. 

ward’ heel/er, n. [count] a minor politician who does 
chores for a political machine. 

ward-robe (wo6r/drob’) /'wor,drowb/ n. [count] 1. a col- 
lection of clothes or costumes. 2. a piece of furniture or 
a closet for keeping or storing clothes. 3. the department 
of a motion-picture or television studio that supplies 
clothes and costumes. 

ward-room (word/ra6m/, -rd0m/) /'word,ruwm, -,rum/ n. 
[count] (on a warship) the living and dining quarters for 
all commissioned officers except the commanding officer. 

ware (war) /weor/ n. 1. Usually, wares. [ptura mer- 
chandise; goods: a peddler setting his wares in the mar- 
ket. 2. [noncount]) a particular kind of merchandise: 
glassware. 3. [noncount] pottery: detft ware. 

ware-house (n, war/hous’; v. -houz/, -hous’) / n. 
'weor,haws; v. -,-hawz, -,haws/ n., v., -housed, -hous-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a building for the storage of goods or 
merchandise. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to place, deposit, or 
store in a warehouse: to waretiouse goods. 3. to confine 
(the mentally ill, the aged, etc.) in large institutions. 

war-fare (wor/far’) /‘wor,feyr/ n. [noncount]) 1. armed 
conflict between enemies; the activity of war. 2. a partic- 
ular type of armed conflict: chemical warfare. 3. conflict, 
esp. when continuous, between competitors. 

war-head (w6r/hed’) /'wor,hed/ n. [count] the section of 
a missile, bomb, or the like containing the explosive or 
payload. 

war-horse (w6r/hérs’) /'‘wor,hors/ n. [count] 1. a horse 
used in war. 2. tnformal. a person who has experienced 
many conflicts or struggles, as a soldier or politician. 3. a 
musical composition or other work of art that has been 
performed to excess. 

warlike (wor/lik’) /'wor,layk/ adj. 1. fond of war. 2. 
threatening war. 3. of or used in war. 

warelock (war/lok’) /'war,lok/ n. [count] a male witch. 

warlord (wér/lérd’) /'wor,lord/ n. (count) a military 
commander, esp. one who has seized control of a re- 
gion. 

warm (worm) /worm/ adj., -er, -est, v. —adj. 1. having 
or giving out moderate heat: a warm climate. 2. having a 
sensation of bodily heat: to be warm from a fever. 3. 
conserving warmth: warm clothes. 4. suggestive of 
warmth, as by being friendly, affectionate, sympathetic, 
or hearty: a warm heart; warm friends. 5. heated or an- 
gry: a warm debate. 6. strong or fresh: a warm scent. 7. 
[be + ~ close to something being searched for, as in a 
game: You're getting warmer. —v. 8. to (cause to) be- 
come warm: [~ + obj (+ up)): warmed timsetf (up) by 
tte fire. [no obj; ~ + up): I just couldn't warm up. 9. to 
heat or cook (something) so it can be used again, as 
leftovers: [~ + up + obj): Warm up the stew. [~ + obj 
+ up): Warm the stew up. 10. to (cause to) become ex- 
cited, enthusiastic, cheerful, vital, etc.: [~ + obj): a little 
wine to warin the company. (no obj; ~ + to]: She began 
to warin to the topic. 11. [~ + obj] to inspire with kindly 
feeling; affect with lively pleasure: tt warms my sout to 
hear you say that. 12. [~ + to/toward + obj) to grow 
kindly or sympathetic to or toward: My heart warmed to- 
ward him. 13. warm up, [no obj) a. to prepare for 
strong exercise by performing mild or moderate exercise. 
b. to increase in excitement, intensity, or violence: The 
arguments began to warm up. c. to become friendlier or 
more receptive. —warmer, n. (count) —warm/ish, adj. 
—warm/ly, adv. —warm/ness, n. [noncornt) 

warm/-blood/’ed, adj. of or naming an animal, as a 
mammal, having a relatively constant body temperature 
in spite of different temperatures in the surrounding envi- 
ronment. —warm/-blood’ed-ness, n. [noncount) 

warmed/-o/ver, adj. 1. reheated: warmed-over stew. 
2. lacking freshness; stale: a warmed-over tale. 

warm’ front’, n. (count) a zone of air that comes be- 
tween a mass of warm air and the colder air it is replac- 
ing. 

warm/-heart/’ed or warm/heart/ed, adj. having or 
showing emotional warmth. —warm/-heart/ed-ly, adv. 
—warm/-heart’ed-ness, n. [noncount] 

war-mon-ger (wor/mund/ger, -mong/-) /'wor,mangor, 


warmth to wasn't 


-mog-/ 7. [count] a person who calls for or incites war. 
—war’/mon/ger-ing, adj. 

warmth (worth) /worm@/ n. [noncount) 1. the quality 
or state of being warm or being able to cause a warm 
feeling. 2. enthusiasm; intensity. 3. the quality of being 
intimate, friendly, or caring. 4. an effect of brightness 
and cheer achieved by the use of such colors as red and 
yellow. 

warm-up or warm-up (worn/up’) /'worm,ap/ n. 1. 
[count] an act or instance of warming up. 2. [noncount] 
the time between the turning on of power in an elec- 
tronic component or device and its becoming ready to 
operate. 3. Often, warmups. [p/ura/] any apparel, esp. a 
sweat suit, that is worn in sports or exercise. 

warn (worn) /worn/ v. 1. to give advance notice to, esp. 
of danger or possible harm: [~ + obj (+ offabout + 
obj)): The authorities warned the residents of the storm 
that was approaching the area. [~ + obj + (that) 
clause): | warned you (that) she would be crazy, didn’t I? 
[~ + of + obj): to warn of further disasters. 2. [~ + obj 
+ to + verb] to advise (someone to do something); ad- 
monish: / warn you not to take such chances. 3. [~ + 
obj] to direct to go or stay away: The farmer warned the 
hunters off his property. 

warning (wor/ning) /‘wornin/ n. [count] 1. the act of 
one that warns. 2. something that serves to warn. —adj. 
[before a noun) 3. being a warning: a warning bell. 

warp (worp) /worp/ v. 1. to (cause to) be bent or twisted 
out of shape: [no obj): The door hinges warped. [~ + 
obj): The high humidity will warp those wooden door 
hinges. 2. [~ + obj] to turn away from what is right or 
proper; distort: Prejudice warps the mind. —n. [count] 3. 
a bend or twist in something that was once or originally 
Straight or flat. 4. a mental bias or quirk. 5. the length- 
wise threads in a loom or woven fabric. 

war’ paint’, n. [noncount) 1. paint applied by American 
Indians to their faces and bodies before going to war. 2. 
Informal. cosmetics; makeup. 

war-path (wor/path’) /'‘wor,px@/ n. [count] 1. the path 
or course taken by American Indians on a warlike expedi- 
tion. —-Idiom. 2. on the warpath, in an aggressively 
hostile mood. 

warrant (wor’ent, wor’-) /'worant, 'wor-/ n. 1. [count] 
a document that gives authority to an officer to make an 
arrest or to search or seize property. 2. [noncount] au- 
thorization or justification. 3. [noncount] something pro- 
viding formal assurance; quarantee. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
be sufficient reason for; justify: The invasion warranted a 
strong response. 

war/rant of/ficer, n. [count] an officer in the armed 
forces ranking below a commissioned officer. 
war-ran-ty (wôr/an tē, wor’-) /'‘worontiy, ‘wor-/ n., pl. 
-ties, v., -tied, ty-ing. —n. 1. a written guarantee given 
to a purchaser that the manufacturer, dealer, etc., will 
make repairs or replace defective parts free of charge for 
a Stated period of time: [count]: a one-year warranty. 
[noncount): This computer is under warranty. —v. [~ + 
obj] 2. to provide a manufacturer's or dealer's warranty 
for: to warranty the parts for a year. 

warren (wor’an, wor’-) /‘woron, 'wor-/ n. [count] 1. a 
place where rabbits breed. 2. a crowded building or 
area, esp. One having many passageways or small 
rooms. 

Warerieor (wOr/é ər, wor’-) /‘woriyor, 'wor-/ n. [count] a 
person engaged or experienced in warfare; soldier. 
war-eship (wor/ship’) /'wor,fip/ n. [count] a ship armed 
for combat. 

wart (wort) /wort/ n. [count] 1. a small, often hard 
growth on the skin, usually caused by a virus. 2. a small 
swelling, aS on the surface of certain plants. 3. any unat- 
tractive feature or aspect of someone: He wrote a truthful 
and accurate profile of the man, warts arid all. —wart’y, 
adj., -i-er, ~i-est. 

wart-hog (wort/hog’, -hog’) /'wort, hog, -,hng/ n. [count] 
a wild African pliglike animal with large tusks and warty 
facial growths. 

war-time (w6r/tim’) /'wor,taym/ r. [noncount) 1. a time 
or period of war. —adj. [before a noun] 2. occurring dur- 
ing war: wartime rationing. 

warey (war/é) /'weoriy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. being on guard; 
watchful; cautious: was wary of the dariger. —war/i-ly, 
adv. —war/i-ness, n. [roricount] 

was (wuz, woz; unstressed waz) /waz, woz; unstressed 
wəƏz/ v. Ist and 3rd pers. sing. past indic. of Be. 

wash (wosh, wosh) /woJ, wof/ v. 1. to cleanse by dip- 
Ping, rubbing, or scrubbing in liquid, esp. water: [~ + 
obj): to wash the dishes. (rio obj): You wash arid I'll dry. 
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2. [no Obj] to wash oneself: He washes before eating. 3. 
to (cause to) be removed by or as if by the action of wa- 
ter: [~ + obj]: to wash one's guilt away. [no obj): His 
guilt washed away. 4. to flow through, over, or against: 
[no obj): The water washed against his feet. [~ + obj]: 
The waves wash the shoreline. 5. [no obj] to undergo 
washing without damage, as shrinking or fading: These 
clothes wash well in hot water. 6. [no obj; not: be + 
~-ing; usually with a negative word or phrase, or in ques- 
tions] Informal. to prove true when someone tests it: His 
alibi simply won't wash. 7. to (cause to) be carried or 
driven by water: [no obj]: The bridge washed away during 
the storm. [~ + obj (+ away)]: The floods washed the 
bridge away. 8. to move along in or as if in waves: [no 
obj): The body washed slowly out to sea. [~ + obj]: The 
body was washed slowly out to sea. 9. wash down, a. to 
clean completely by washing: [~ + down + obj]: to 
wash down the walls. [~ + obj + down): to wash the 
walls down. b. to make the swallowing of (food or medi- 
cine) easier by drinking liquid: [~ + down + obj]: Wash 
down the pill with some water. [~ + obj + down]: Wash 
it down with sorne water. 10. wash out, a. to (cause to) 
be removed by washing: [no obj): Will the stains wash 
out? [~ + ont + obj): trying to wash out the stains. [~ 
+ obj + out): trying to wash the stains out. b. [~ + out 
+ obj] to damage or demolish by the action of water: 
The embankment was washed out by the storm. c. [no 
obj) Informal. to fail to qualify or continue; be eliminated: 
to wash out of graduate school. 11. wash up, a. [no 
obj] to wash one’s face and hands: to wash up before 
dinner. b. [~ + up + obj] to clean or clear away by 
washing: Wash up the oil spills. —n. 12. [count] the act 
or process of washing. 13. [count] items, as clothes, to 
be washed at one time. 14. [moncount] water moving in 
waves or with a rushing movement. 15. [noncount) the 
wake of a moving boat. 16. [noncount) a disturbance in 
the air caused by a moving airplane. —Idiom. 17. 
come out in the wash, a. to result eventually in some- 
thing satisfactory. b. to be made known eventually: All of 
these details will eventually come out in the wash. 18. 
wash one’s hands of, [~ + obj] to renounce further re- 
sponsibility for or involvement in: He washed his hands 
of the problem. 

Wash., an abbreviation of: Washington. 

wash-a-ble (wosh/a bal, w6/sha-) /‘wofabal, 'wofa-/ adj. 
1. that can be washed without shrinking, fading, or the 
like. —n. [count] 2. a washable garment. —washeaebil- 
ity (wosh/a bili tē, wO/sha-) /,wofa'bilitiy, ,wofa-/ n. 
[noncount) 

wash/-and-wear’, adj. of or being a garment or fabric 
that requires little or no ironing after being washed. 

wash-bow! (wosh’bdl’/, wôsh/-) /'wnf,bowl, 'wof-/ n. 
[count] a large bowl for washing the hands and face. 
Also called wash/ba/sin. 

wash-cloth (wosh/kioth’, -kloth’, wdsh/-) /'wof,klo@, 
-kln8, 'woJ-/ n. [count] a cloth for washing the face or 
body. 

washed/-out’, adj. 1. faded, esp. from washing. 2. In- 
formal. weary or tired-looking. 

washed/-up/’, adj. Informal. no longer successful or in 
demand: After that scandal, he’s all washed up as a poli- 
tician. 

washver (wosh/aer, w0/sher) /'wofor, 'wofor/ n. [count] 
1. one that washes. 2. WASHING MACHINE. 3. a flat ring 
used under a bolt to give tightness to a joint, prevent 
leakage, etc. 

wash-erswomean (wosh/’ar wdom/an, wô/shər) /'wof- 
or,womon, 'wofor/ n. [count], pl. -wom-en. a woman 
whose work is washing clothes. 

washeing (wosh/ing, w0/shing) /‘wofin, 'wofin/ n. [non- 
count) 1. the act of one that washes. 2. items that are 
washed or to be washed. 

wash/ing machine’, s. [count] an apparatus, esp. a 
household appliance, for washing clothing, linens, etc. 

wash-out (wosh/out’, wôsh/-) /'wof,awt, ‘woJ-/ n. 
(court) 1. a washing out of earth or soil by the action of 
rushing water, as from an embankment. 2. Informal. a 
complete failure: The team suffered a total washout in 
the Olympic trials. 

wash-room (wosh/rdom/, -r60m/, wôsh/-) /'wof,ruwm, 
-rom, 'wof-/ n. [count] a room with washbowls and toi- 
let facilities. 

washestand (wosh/stand’, wôsh7-) /'wof stand, ‘woJ-/ 
n. [count] a piece of furniture holding a basin and 
pitcher of water for use in washing the hands and face. 

wasen’t (wuz’ent, woz/-) /‘wazont, 'wnz-/ contraction. a 
shortened form of was not. 
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wasp (wosp) /wosp/ n. [count] a slender winged insect 
with a narrow abdomen and a powerful sting. 

WASP or Wasp (wosp) /wosp/ n. [count] a white Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant, esp. when considered to be a member 
of the privileged, established, white upper middle class in 
the U.S. 

wasp-ish (wos/pish) /‘wospif/ adj. 1. like or suggesting 
a wasp. 2. snappy; easily annoyed or peevish; testy. 
—wasp/ish-ly, adv. —wasp/ish-ness, n. [noncourt] 

wast-age (wa/stij) /‘weystid3/ n. 1. loss by use, wear, 
decay, or wastefulness: [count; usually singular): a wast- 
age Of over 50%. [noncount]: measures taken to reduce 
wastage. 2. [noncourt] something wasted. 

waste (wast) /weyst/ v., wast-ed, wast-ing, n., adj. —v. 
1. [~ + obj] to use up or spend to no profit; squander: 
wasting money, wasting time. 2. [~ + obj] to fail to use: 
Never waste an opportunity. 3. to (cause 10) become fee- 
ble, weak, or thin: [~ + obj]: He was wasted by disease. 
[no obj): Every day the patient scerned to waste away. 4. 
[~ + obj] Slang. to murder. —n. 5. an act or instance of 
wasting: [count; usually singular): a waste of money. 
[noncount]: to cut down on waste. 6. [count] a devas- 
tated area, or an area that is unsuitable or considered 
unsuitable for tiving, as a desert: the frozen wastes of the 
tundra. 7. something left over, esp. after some process 
has been performed and something more valuable re- 
moved: [count]: factory wastes. [noncount): the disposal 
of radioactive waste. 8. [noncount] garbage; refuse: 
household waste. 9. wastes, [plural] excrement. —adj. 
[before a noun] 10. wild; desolate; not useful: waste 
land. 11. left over; extra and not necessary: waste 
materials; waste paper. 12. unused by or unusable to a 
living thing. 13. designed to receive or carry away waste. 
—Idiom. 14. go to waste, to be wasted, rather than 
used: This food will go to waste if you dont eat it. 15. 
lay waste to, [~ + obj] to devastate; destroy. 
—Related Words. waste is a verb and a noun, WASTEFUL 
is an adjective: He wasted too much time trying to fix the 
radio. It was a waste of time. He is wasteful when it co- 
mes to using Paper. 

waste-bas-ket (wast/bas/kit) /‘weyst.biesktt/ n. [count] 
an open container for trash. Also called waste’/paper 
bas/ket. See illustration at SCHOOL. 

wast-ed (was/tid) /'weystid/ adj. 1. useless; of no use: 
wasted efforts. 2. physically weakened; exhausted. 3. 
Slang. overcome by alcohol or drugs. 

waste-ful (wast/fal) /‘weystfal/ adj. given to or charac- 
terized by waste: wasteful habits; a wasteful person. 
—waste’ful-ly, adv. —waste/ fulness, n. (noncount) 

waste-land (wast/tand’) /‘weyst,land/ n. 1. uncultivated 
or barren land, or land that has been ruined, as by war: 
{count; usually singular): a radioactive wasteland. (non- 
count): wide areas of uninhabitable wasteland. 2. [non- 
count) something, as a period of history, a time, or a cul- 
tural product or activity, that is uninteresting, 
unproductive, or devoid of a spiritual or intellectual sub- 
stance. 

waste-pa-per (wast/pa/per) /‘sveyst,peypar/ n. 
count) paper thrown away as useless. 

wastrel (wa/stral) /‘weystral/ n. [count] a wasteful per- 
son. 

watch (woch) /wotf/ v. 1. to look (at) with attention; ob- 
serve: [no obj): The children watched carefully as the 
magician removed a rabbit from his hat. [~ + obj]: had 
a feeling that he was being watched. [~ + obj + root 
form of verb]: watched the magician remove a rabbit 
from the hat. [~ + obj + verb-ing): The children 
watched the magician removing a rabbit from his hat. 2. 
[~ + obj] to view with attention or interest: to watch TV. 
3. [no obj] to wait with attention: We watched for the sig- 
nal. 4. [no obj; (~ + out)] to be careful or cautious: 
Watch (out) when you cross the street. 5. [~ + obj) to 
guard, take care of, or tend, so as to prevent harm or 
danger from happening to (oneself or another): Watch 
the baby while | go to the store. 6. watch over, [~ + 
obj) to safeguard; protect: watched over her and pro- 
tected her from harm. —n. 7. (count; usually singular) 
close, continuous observation or guard: kept a close 
watch on the patient. 8. [count] a portable timepiece, as 
a wristwatch. 9. a. [noncount] a period of time, usually 
four hours, during which a part of a ship’s crew is on 
duty. b. [count] the crew who are on duty during this 
time. 10. [count] a lookout, guard, or sentinel. 
—Idiom. 11. on the watch, vigilant; alert. 12. watch 
it, Informal. to be careful, alert, or esp. cautious regard- 
ing one’s behavior. 13. watch oneself, to practice cau- 
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tion or exhibit Careful behavior. 14. watch one’s step, 
to proceed with caution. — watcher, n. [cornt] 
watch-band (woch/band’) /'wotf,biend/ n. (count) a 
bracelet or strap for holding a wristwatch on the wrist. 

watch-dog (woch/’dog’, -ddg’) /'wotf,dng, -,dog/ n. 
[count] 1. a dog kept to guard property. 2. a watchful 
guardian, such as against illegal or unethical conduct: 
environmental watchdogs. 

watcheful (woch/fal) /'wotffol/ adj. vigilant or alert; ob- 
servant. watch/ful-ly, adv. — watch/’ful-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

watch-mak-er (woch/ima/kar) /‘wotf,meykor/ n. [count] 
a person whose occupation it is to make and repair 
watches. --watch’mak‘/ing, n. (noncount] 

watch-eman (woch/mən) /'wotfmon/ n. [count], 
-men. a person who keeps watch, esp. at night. 

watchword (woch/wird’) /‘wotf,ward/ nm. [count] 1. 
PASSWORD. 2. a Slogan or cry used to create enthusiasm 
among the followers of a group. 3. a word or phrase that 
expresses a principle or rule that is important to a group. 

wa-ter (w0/tar, wot/ar) /'wotoar, 'wotor/ n. 1. [noncount] 
an odorless, tasteless tiquid compound of hydrogen and 
oxygen that makes up rain, oceans, lakes, and rivers: 
Water is essential to life. 2. Often, waters. [plural] water 
obtained from a mineral spring. 3. a body of water, such 
as an ocean: [noncount): sailing on the water. [count,; 
usually plural): the waters of the Atlantic. 4. waters, 
[plural] the sea bordering on and controtled by a country. 
—v. 5. [~ + obj] to sprinkle or drench with water: to wa- 
ter the plants. 6. [no obj) to fill with or give off water or 
liquid: Her eyes watered. 7. [~ + obj] to supply (ani- 
mals) with drinking water. 8. [~ (+ down) + obj] to 
weaken or dilute with or as if with water: watered down 
her Criticism. — Idiom. 9. hold water, to be capable of 
being defended or proven correct: Your theory docsn't 
hold water. 10. in deep or hot water, in trouble or diffi- 
culty. 11. keep one’s head above water, to stay out of 
esp. financiat difficulties. 12. like water, freely; abun- 
dantly: She spent money like water. 13. make one’s 
mouth water, to cause a desire or appetite for some- 
thing: a sports car that can make your mouth water. 

wa-ter-bed (w0/ter bed’, wot/ar-) /'wotar,bed, 'wotoar-/ 
n. [count] a bed with a liquid-filled mattress. 

wa/ter buf/falo, n. [count] an Asian buffalo with large, 
curved horns. 

wa/ter chest/nut, n. [count] 1. a plant growing in wa- 
ter, with a nutlike fruit that can be eaten. 2. the fruit it- 
self. 

wa/ter clos’et, n. [count] a room or compartment 
containing a toilet bowl with a mechanism for flushing. 
Abbr.: WC, wc 

wa-ter-coleor (wô/tər kul’ar, wot/wr-) /'wotar,kalor, 
‘wotwr-/ n. 1. a kind of coloring matter or pigment 
mixed with water and not oil: [moncount]: a painting 
done in watercolor. [count]: delicate watercolors. 2. 
[noncount] the art of painting with watercolors. 3. 
[count] a picture done with watercolors. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. of, done in, or using watercolor. 

wa/ter cooler, n. [count] 1. a container for holding 
drinking water that is drawn off through a spigot. 2. a 
drinking fountain cooled by refrigeration. 

wa-ter-coursee (w0o/tor kors’, -kors’,  wot/ar-) 
[lwar kors, -,kowrs, 'wotar-/ n. [count] 1. a stream of 
water. 2. the bed of a stream. 

wa-ter-cress> (wô/tər kres’, wot/ar-) /'wotoar,kres, 
‘wotor-/ n. [Noncount| 1. a plant that grows in Clear, 
running streams and that has strong-smelling leaves 
used esp. in salads. 2. the leaves, used for salads, 
soups, and in cooking. 

wa-ter-fall- (w0o/tar fol, wot/ar-) /'wotorfol, 'wotar-/ n. 
[count] a steep fall of water from a height, as over a cliff. 

wa-ter-fowl (w0/ter foul, wot/ar-) /‘wotarlawl, 'wotoar-/ 
n. [count], pl. -fowl, -fowls. a bird that lives in or near 
water. 

wa-ter-front- (wô/tər frunt’, wot/ar-) /wotor,frant, 
'wotor-/ n. [count] a part of a city or town on the edge 
of a body of water, esp. an ocean. 

wa/ter hole’, n. [count] a source of drinking water, as 
a spring or well in the desert. 

wa/tering hole’, n. [count] 1. a pool where animals go 
to drink; water hole. 2. Also called watering place, 
wa/tering spot’. a bar, nightclub, or other social gather- 
ing place where alcoholic drinks are sold. 

wa/ter Iil’y, n. [count] a plant that grows in the water, 
with large, disklike floating leaves and showy flowers. 
wa/ter line’, n. [count] one of a series of lines on a 
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ship's hull indicating the level to which it is submerged 
under the surface of the water. 

warter-logged (w0/ter lôgd^, -logd’, — wot/ar-) 
/‘wotor,logd, -,logd, 'wotor-/ adj. so filled with water as 
to be heavy, unusable, or unmanageable. 

wa/ter main’, n. [count] a main pipe for conveying 
water. 

wa-tersmark (w0/ter mark’, wot/ar-) /'wotor,mark, 
‘wotor-/ n. [count] 1. a design that has been pressed on 
paper and that can be seen when the paper is held to the 
light. 2. a line indicating the height to which water has 
risen. 

wa-ter-mel-on (wô/tər mel/an, wot/ar-) /'wotor,melon, 
‘wotor-/ n. a large melon with a hard, green rind and 
sweet, juicy, usually red pulp: [noncount): a slice of wa- 
terrntelon. [count]: They brought three gigantic watermel- 
ons to the picnic. 

wa/ter moc/casin, n. [count] the cottonmouth, a kind 
of poisonous snake. 

wa/ter po/lo, n. [noncount) a game played in the water 
by two teams of swimmers. 

wa/ter pow/er or wa/ter-pow/er, n. [noncount] the 
power of water when it is used to drive machinery. 

wa-ter-proof (w0/tar proof’, wot/ar) /'‘wotor,pruwf, 'wo- 
tor/ adj. 1. that does not allow water to penetrate: a wa- 
terproof raincoat. —v. [~ + obj] 2. to make waterproof. 
—wa/ter-proof’ing, n. (noncount) 

wa/ter rat’, n. [count] a rodent that lives close to wa- 
ter, as the muskrat. 

wa/ter-repel/lent, adj. repelling water but not entirely 
waterproof. 

wa/ter-resist/ant, adj. WATER-REPELLENT. 

wa-ter-shed (w0/tar shed’, wot/ar-) /'wotor,fed, 
‘wotor-/ n. [count] 1. a region or area drained by a river 
or stream. 2. a ridge or high area dividing two drainage 
areas. 3. an important point of division or change: a wa- 
tershed in international relations. 

wa-tersside (w0/taer sid’, wot/ar-) /'wotoer,sayd, 
‘wotor-/ n. [count; usually singular) the bank or shore of 
a river, lake, or ocean. 

wa/ter ski’, n. [count] a short, broad ski on which to 
glide over water while being towed by a speedboat. 
—wa/ter-ski’, v. [no obj], -skied, -skising. —wa/ter- 
skier, n. [count] —wa/ter-ski/ing, n. (noncount] 

wa-ter-spout (wô/tər spout, wot/ar-) /'wotorspawt, 
‘wotor-/ n. [count] 1. a spout or pipe from which water 
is sent out. 2. a whirling, funnel-shaped cloud that 
touches the surface of a body of water, drawing upward 
spray and mist. 

wa/ter ta/ble, n. [count] the underground level be- 
neath which soil and rock are saturated with water. 

wa-ter-tight (w0/tar tit’, wot/ar-) /‘wotor,tayt, 'wotor-/ 
adj. 1. constructed or fitted so tightly as to prevent water 
from penetrating. 2. that cannot be shown to be false: a 
watertight alibi for the night of the murder. 

wa/ter tow’er, n. [count] a high tower with a tank for 
storing water. 

wa-tereway (w0/tar wa’, wot/ar-) /‘wotar,wey, 'wotoar-/ 
n. [court], pl. -ways. a body of water serving as a means 
for ships to travel. 

wa/ter wheel’, z. [count] a wheel turned by the weight 
or momentum of water and used to operate machinery. 

wa/ter wings’, n. [plural a pair of air-filled devices 
worn around the arms or close to the shoulders to keep 
the body afloat in water. 

wa-ter-works (w0/tor wiirks’, wot/ar-) /‘wotor,warks, 
‘wotor-/ n., pl -works. 1. a system, as of reservoirs, 
pipelines, and the like, by which water is collected, puri- 
fied, stored, and pumped to urban users: [count; used 
with a singular verb): The waterworks is old and decrepit. 
(plural; used witht a plural verb): Those old waterworks 
are falling apart. 2. [plural; used with a plural verb] 
Slang. tears, or the source of tears: to tur on the water- 
works to get sore syrtpathy. 

wa-terey (w0/ta rē, wot/a-) /'wotoriy, 'woto-/ adj. 1. of, 
consisting of, or full of water. 2. containing too much wa- 
ter: soggy, watery vegetables. 3. resembling water. 4. 
thin; weak: watery colors. 

watt (wot) /wot/ n. [count] a unit of electrical power 
equivalent to one joule per second. Abbr.: W, w 
watt-age (wot/ij) /‘wotid3/ s. [rnoncount) 
power measured in watts. 

wattle? (wot/l) /‘wotl/ n. [count] Often, -tles. rods in- 
terwoven with twigs or branches, used esp. for making 
fences and walls. ~ wat/tled, adj. 

wat-tle? (wot/l) /'wotl/ n. [count] a piece of flesh hang- 
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ing down from the head or neck of certain birds, as the 
domestic turkey. 

wave (wav) /weyv/ n., v., waved, wav-ing. —n. [count] 
1. a moving ridge or swell on the surface of water: The 
ocean waves crashed against the rocks. 2. a movement 
of the hand, as in greeting: gave us a wave and a smile. 
3. a movement or part resembling a wave: a wave in her 
hair. 4. a sudden surge or rush, as of a feeling; esp., a 
widespread, typically surging feeling, attitude, opinion, 
tendency, belief, activity, etc.: felt a wave of nausea; a 
crime wave. 5. a period of unusually hot or cold weather: 
a heat wave. 6. Physics. a disturbance sent Out or across 
from one point to another in a medium or space, without 
progress or advance by the points themselves, as in the 
transmission of sound or light: a sound wave, a light 
wave; electromagnetic waves. —v. 7. to (cause to) move 
back and forth or up and down: [no obj): flags waving in 
the wind. [~ + obj]: They waved their aris. 8. to signal, 
esp. in greeting, by raising the hand and moving the fin- 
gers: [no obj): He waved to us in greeting. [~ + obj): He 
waved Nis hand in greeting. 9. [~ + obj] to curve back 
and forth in opposite directions: to wave one’s hair. 
—Idiom. 10. make waves, /nformal. to create a dis- 
turbance: tried not to make waves when things were go- 
ing well. 

wave-length (wav/lengkth’, -lenth’) /'weyv,lenk6, 
- len®/ n. [count] 1. the distance, measured in the direc- 
tion of a wave, between two successive points in the 
wave that are characterized by the same phase of oscilla- 
tion. —Idfom. 2. on the same wavelength, [be + ~] 
sharing values, ideas, or impulses; thinking and acting in 
agreement or harmony: You and I are on the same wave- 
length about this; we both think the plan needs rework- 
ing. 

wa-ver (wa/var) /'weyvor/ v. [no obj] 1. to sway to and 
fro; flutter: The leaves wavered in the breeze. 2. to flicker 
or quiver, as light: A distant beam wavered in the dark- 
ness and then disappeared. 3. to be unsteady; begin to 
fail or give way; falter: When she heard the news of the 
defeat her courage wavered. 4. to tremble, as the voice: 
His voice wavered a bit. 5. to feel or show doubt or inde- 
cision: He wavered in his loyalty. 6. (of things) to fluctu- 
ate or vary: Prices wavered. —n. [count] 7. an act of 
wavering. 

Wavey (wa/ve) /'weyviy/ adj., -iser, -ieest. having, mov- 
ing in, characterized by, or resembling waves. —wav/i- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

wax! (waks) /wieks/ n. [noncount] 1. Also called bees- 
wax. a solid, yellowish substance made by bees when 
building their honeycomb. 2. any of various similar sub- 
stances, esp. Ones made up of hydrocarbons, fats, or 
oils: a candle made of wax. 3. a yellowish, waxy secretion 
in the external auditory canal. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to rub, 
polish, or treat with wax: to wax the wooden floors; to 
wax down our skis. —adj. 5. relating to, made of, or re- 
sembling wax. -—Idiom. 6. the whole ball of wax, 
Slang. everything of a similar or related nature; the 
whole nine yards. —wax/like’, adj. 

wax? (waks) /wivks/ v. [no obj] 1. to increase, as in 
amount, size, or intensity. 2. (of the moon) to increase 
gradually in brightness and roundness. Compare WANE 
(def. 2). 3. [~ + adj] to become: to wax resentful. 

wax’ bean’, n. [count] a kind or type of string bean 
having yellowish, waxy pods. 

wax/en (waks/an) /'wæksən/ adj. 1. made of or covered 
with wax. 2. pallid; pale; faint in color: a waxen corpse. 

wax’ pa/per, n. [noncount] paper that resists moisture 
because of a waxlike coating. 

wax-wing (waks/wing’) /'waeks,wip/ n. [count] a song- 
bird having wing feathers tipped with a red, waxy sub- 
stance. 

wax-work (waks/wiirk’) /‘weks,wark/ n. [count] 1. a 
life-size wax figure of a person. 2. waxworks, a wax mu- 
seum. 

wax.y (wak/sé) /'wæksiy/ adj., -ier, -iest. 1. resem- 
bling wax. 2. full of, covered with, or made of wax. 
—wax/ieness, rt. [noncount] 

way’ (wa) /wey/ n. [count] 1. manner, mode, or fashion: 
a new way Of looking at a matter; He always answers in a 
polite way. 2. [usually singular) a characteristic or habit- 
ual manner of acting, living, etc.: Being grouchy and 
snappy Is just lus way. 3. a method or means for gaining 
something or achieving a goal: found a way to save 
money. 4. a respect or particular: This plan is defective 
in several ways. 5. a direction or vicinity: He went that 
way. 6. passage Or progress On a course: Lead the way. 
7. Often, ways. [plural distance: a long way from home. 
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8. a path or course: the sliortest way to town. 9. one’s 
preferred manner of acting or doing: He always gets his 
own way. 10. condition; state: He's in a bad way. 11. the 
range or extent of one’s experience or notice: That's the 
best idea that’s come my way. 12. space for passing or 
advancing: The police cleared a way through the crowd. 
—Idiom. 13. along the way, while proceeding: We had 
a few problems along the way. 14. by the way, inciden- 
tally: By the way, have you received that letter | wrote 
you? 15. by way of, by the route of; through: They flew 
to Cairo by way of Algiers. 16. give way, a. to withdraw 
Or retreat: The infantry gave way when the enemy tanks 
advanced. b. to break down; collapse: During the earth- 
quake, the walls gave way. 17. give way to, [~ + obj) 
a. to yield to: He gave way to their requests. b. to lose 
control of (one’s temper, emotions, etc.): The king gave 
way to his anger. 18. go all the way, a. to do or finish 
something completely. b. Informal. to be in complete 
agreement with someone or something. c. Informal. to 
engage in sexual intercourse. 19. go out of one’s way, 
to make an extra or unusual effort, as to do someone a 
favor. 20. have a way with, [~ + obj] to have a charm- 
ing, persuasive, or effective manner of dealing with: He 
has a way with children. 21. have one’s way with, [~ 
+ obj) to coerce into having sexual intercourse. 22. in a 
way, after a fashion; to some extent; somewhat: He's 
nice in a way. 23. in someone's way or in the way, 
blocking; preventing passage; being a hindrance, impedi- 
ment, or obstruction. 24. lead the way, a. to go along 
a course Or direction ahead of or in advance of others, as 
a guide does. b. to take the first step in something; be 
first or most prominent: /n fashion she has always led the 
way. 25. make one’s way, a. to go forward along a 
course; proceed. b. to achieve recognition or success: 
advance: making one’s way in the world. 26. make way, 
to remove things that block passage, as by standing 
aside: Make way for the motorcade. 27. no way, Infor- 
mal. not under any circumstances; no: You want me to 
apologize? No way! 28. on the way, during (a journey): 
They stopped off in Maine on the way to Canada. 29. out 
of the way, a. in a state or condition so as not to ob- 
struct or hinder: Step out of the way and let me handle 
that. b. dealt with; taken care of: One problem is out of 
the way. c. at a distance from the usual route: The house 
is well out of the way on a back road. 30. see one’s 
way (clear), to see nothing that would block or prevent 
doing something: Can you see your way clear to lending 
me $100? 31. under way, a. in motion; traveling: When 
does the train get inder way? b. in progress; proceed- 
ing: Our plans are well under way. 

way’ (wa) /wey/ adv. Also, 'way. away or far; to a great 
degree or at quite a distance: That trunk is way too heavy 
for you to lift. The house is way down the road. 

way-far-er (wa/far/er) /'wey,feorar/ n. [count] a trav- 
eler, esp. on foot. —way/far/ing, adj. 

way:lay (wa/la’, wa la’) /'‘wey,ley, wey'ley/ v. [~ + obj], 
-laid, -lay-ing. 1. to intercept or attack from a position of 
hiding or ambush: to waylay hitn while he was crossing 
the alley. 2. to await and then rush up to greet, confront, 
solicit, etc., unexpectedly: to waylay the boss in the hall- 
way. —way/lay/er, n. [count] 

way/-out’, adj. Informal. very unconventional: some 
way-out theories on nutrition. 

-ways, suffix. -ways is used to form adjectives or ad- 
verbs with the meaning “in a certain direction, manner, 
Or position”: sideways. 

way-side (wa/sid’) /'wey,sayd/ n. [count] land, or a 
small strip of land, along a road or highway. 

way’ sta/tion, n. [count] a station in between principal 
stations, as on a railroad. 

way-ward (wa/werd) /'weywoard/ adj. 1. stubborn; diso- 
bedient; a wayward son. 2. changing or unpredictable, 
esp. without apparent reason; erratic: a wayward breeze; 
a wayward impulse. —way/ward-ly, adv. —way’ward- 
ness, n. [nonconnt] 

WC, an abbreviation of: water closet. 

we (we) /wiy/ pron.pl., poss. our or ours, obj. us. 1. the 
plural of I, used as the subject of a sentence when the 
speaker wishes to refer to himself or herself and another 
or others: / met her last night and we attended a concert. 
2. (used after some form of Be with the same meaning): 
It is we who should thank you. 3. Also called the royal 
we. (used in place of / by a king or a queen, or by the 
Pope). 4. Also called the editorial we. (used by editors, 
writers, etc., to avoid the personal / or to represent a col- 
lective viewpoint). 

weak (wēk) /wiyk/ adj., -er, -est. 1. liable to give way 
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under pressure or strain: Tle walls are too weak to SUp- 
port the louse. 2. lacking in strength or vigor; feeble: 
He's weak from hunger. 3. lacking in force, intensity, or 
ability to produce an effect: a weak president. 4. lacking 
in logical or legal force: a weak arguinent. 5. low in intel- 
ligence, ability, or skill: a weak mind; a weak Speller. 6. 
lacking in moral strength or force of character: too weak 
fo resist temptation. 7. not great in amount, volume, in- 
tensity, etc., or in a characteristic property or essential in- 
gredient: a weak electrical current; a weak pulse. 8. 
Showing a decline in prices: a weak stock market. 
—weak/ly, adv. 

weak-en (wé/ken) /'wiykən/ v. to (cause to) become 
weak or weaker: [no obj): The animal weakened and 
eventually died. [~ + obj]: A lack of resources will 
weaken our efforts. —weak/en-er, n. [count] 

weak-fish (wék/fish) /'wiykfif/ n.fcomnt), pl. -fish, 
-fish-es. a fish of U.S. Atlantic and Gulf coasts eaten as 
food. 

weak/-kneed/, adj. giving in easily or quickly to oppo- 
sition, pressure, or threats. 

weak-ling (wék/ling) /'wiyklin/ n. (count) a person who 
is physically or morally weak. 

weak-ness (wék/nis) /‘wiyknts/ n. 1. [roncount) the 
State or quality of being weak: a feeling of weakness from 
the disease. 2. [count] an inadequacy or defective qual- 
ity, as in a person's character; a fault or defect: He de- 
tected several weaknesses in the plan. 3. (count) a spe- 
cial fondness or liking: He has a weakness for sweet, 
Strong cofee. 

weal’ (wel) /wiyl/ n. [noncount] well-being; prosperity. 

weal? (wél) /wiyl/ r. WHEAL. 

wealth (welth) /wel/ n. 1. [noncount] a great deal of 
money, property, or possessions. 2. [count] a large 
amount of something; an abundance: a wealth of infor- 
mation. 

wealth-y (wel/thé) /‘wel0iy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. having 
great wealth; rich. —wealth/i-ness, n. [(noncount] 

wean (wën) /wiyn/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to cause (a child or 
young animal) to become accustomed to or used to food 
other than the mother’s milk. 2. to cause a person to 
withdraw from an undesirable object or practice: weaned 
him from his bad spending habits. 

weap-on (wep/an) /'wepan/ n. (count) 1. an instrument 
or device used for attack or defense: spears, arrows, 
guns, and other weapons. 2. something used against an 
opponent or enemy: Her sharp wit is an important 
weapon in debating opponents. —weap/on-less, adj. 

weap-onery (wepfen re) /'weponriy/ n. [noncount] 
weapons thought of as a group. 

wear (war) /weor/ v., wore (wor) /wor/ worn (worn) 
/worn/ wearing, n. —v. 1. [~ + obj] to have on the 
body as clothing, covering, or ornament: He wore his 
best suit to the funeral. She's wearing my ring on her fin- 
ger. 2. [~ + obj] to bear or have in one’s aspect or ap- 
pearance: She wore an angry expression on her face. 3. 
a. to (cause to) deteriorate by a constant or repeating ac- 
tion: [~ + obj): Foot traffic wore a hole in the carpet. (no 
obj): The carpet began to wear frorn the constant traffic 
of boots and heavy shoes. b. [~ + obj] to produce by 
such action: He wore a hole right through his shoe froin 
all that walking. 4. [no obj) to last, stay strong, or with- 
stand much use or strain: That strong fabric wears well. 
5. [~ + obj] to weary; fatigue: worn by illness. 6. wear 
down, a. to make or become shabbier, smaller, or more 
aged by wearing: [~ + down + obj]: to wear down the 
heels of his shoes. [~ + obj + down): to wear the heels 
down. b. to (cause to) become weary or tired: [no obj): 
He gradually wore down and had to stop running. [~ + 
obj + down): All that long-distance running wore him 
down. [~ + down + obj): That distance would wear 
down most runners. c. [~ + obj + down] to overcome 
(opposition) by working without stopping: Gradually she 
wore her father down until at last he corisented to the 
marriage. 7. wear off, [no obj] to become less or to di- 
minish slowly or gradually: The effects of the drug began 
to wear off. 8. wear on, [~ + obj] to irritate; annoy: 
That noise really wears on me. 9. wear out, a. to make 
or become unfit or useless through hard or extended 
use: [~ + out + obj): She wears out clothes quickly. [~ 
+ obj + out}: She wears clothes out quickly. (no obj): 
Those Clothes will wear out in no time. b. [~ + obj + 
out] to Cause (someone) to be tired: That long bicycle 
ride wore me out. —n. (noncount) 10. the act of wearing 
or state of being worn: still a lot of wear from this old 
Jacket. 11. clothing of a particular kind: winter wear; 
men’s wear. 12. gradual condition of falling apart, as 
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from use: The carpet is beginning to show wear. 13. the 
quality of withstanding use; durability. —-Idiom. 14. 
wear thin, [70 obj] a. to diminish; become weak: My pa- 
tience is wearing thin. b. to become less appealing, in- 
teresting, tolerable, etc.: At first we liked his mimor, but 
now it's wearing thin. —wear/a-ble, adj. —wear/er, n. 
[count] —Usage. See DRESS. 

wear’ and tear’ (tar) /tear/ n. [noncount] damage or a 
condition of falling apart from ordinary use. 

wear-ing (war/ing) /‘weortn/ adj. 1. causing a feeling of 
tiredness; tiring; exhausting: Shoveling snow is a wearing 
task. 2. gradually diminishing or making weaker: Read- 
ing small print can be wearing on the eyes. 

wearisome (wēr/ēě som) /'wioriysom/ adj. causing 
weariness; tedious: his unending, wearisome complaints. 

wearry (wér/é) /'wioriy/ adj., -river, -rivest, v., -ried, -ry° 
ing. —adj. 1. physically or mentally exhausted: He was 
weary from staying up alt night. 2. characterized by or 
causing fatigue: a long, weary wait. 3. impatient or dis- 
satisfied with (something) (often: ~ + of]: | am weary of 
your excuses. —v. 4. to (cause to) become tired or 
weary: [No obj]: The patient wearied quickly from even a 
short walk. [~ + obj]: The recovery period wearied him. 
5. to (cause to) grow impatient or dissatisfied with some- 
thing: [~ + obj]: Living in hotel rooms wearied him. [~ 
+ of + obj): He wearied of living in hotel rooms. —wea: 
riely (wēr/ə lē) /'wroraliy/ adv. —wea/rieness, n. [non- 
count) 

weassel (wé/zal) /‘wiyzol/ n. [count], pl. -sels, -sel. 1. a 
small meat-eating animal having a long, slender body 
and short legs. —v. [~ + out of + obj) 2. to evade an 
obligation or a situation: He weaseled out of helping us. 
—wea/sel-ly, adj. 

weath-er (weth/ar) /'wedor/ n. [noncount) 1. the state 
or condition of the atmosphere with respect to wind, 
temperature, moisture, etc. —v. 2. to (cause to) be ex- 
posed to or affected by exposure to the weather: [~ + 
obj): to weather humber so that it dries out. [no obj): The 
rock weathered through the centuries. 3. (~ + obj; of- 
ten: ~ + through) to come safely through: to weather a 
storm; weathered through a difficult ime. —Idiom. 4. 
under the weather, a. somewhat ill. b. drunk. 
—weath/ered, adj. 

weath/er-beat/en, adj. 1. worn or damaged by having 
been exposed to the weather. 2. tanned and toughened 
by having been exposed to the weather. 

weath-er-cock (weth’ar kok’) /‘wedor,kok/ n. [count] a 
weather vane in the form of a rooster. 

weath-er-ing (weth/a ring) /‘wedorin/ n. [noncount] the 
action of natural elements, as wind and water, on ex- 
posed rock, causing it to disintegrate. 

weath-er-ize- (weth’a riz’) /'wedo,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to make (a building) secure against cold 
weather, as by adding insulation. —weath-er-i-za-tion 
(weth/ar i za’shan) /,wedori'zeyfon/ n. tnoncoint) 
weath-er-man (weth’ar man’) /‘wedor,min/ n. [count], 
pl. -men. a meteorologist; a person who studies and 
forecasts the weather. Also called weath-er-per-son 
(weth’ar pûr/sən) /'wedor,parson/. 

weath-er-proof (weth’er proof’) /'wedor,pruwf/ adj. 1. 
able to withstand exposure to all kinds of weather. —v. 
[~ + obj] 2. to make weatherproof. 

weath/er strip’ (or strip’ping), n. [noncount) a nar- 
row strip of material placed between a door or window 
sash and its frame to keep out rain, wind, cold, and 
snow. 

weath/er vane’ or weath/er-vane’, n. [count] a rod 
to which a freely spinning pointer is attached that moves 
in the wind and shows the direction of the wind. 

weave (wev) /wiyv/ v., wove (wov) /wowv/ or (esp. for 
5) weaved; wo-ven (w0/van) /'‘wowvan/ or wove; weav: 
ing; n. —v. 1. to lace together (threads, strands, etc.) so 
as to form a fabric: [no obj): to knit and to weave. [~ + 
obj): to weave the threads together. 2. [~ + obj] to form 
by weaving: to weave a basket. 3. [~ + obj) (of a spider 
or similar small creature) to spin (a web or cocoon). 4. 
[~ + obj] to combine into a connected whole: to weave 
a plot from alt the little events in the book. 5. to (cause 
to) move by winding or zigzagging: [no Obj): The little car 
weaved through traffic. [~ + obj): He wove the little car 
through traffic. —n. [count] 6. a pattern of or method for 
weaving. —weav/er, 1. [count] 

web (web) /web/ n. [count] 1. a fabric formed by weav- 
ing. 2. a cobweb. 3. something that is interconnected: a 
web of branches. 4. a complicated, but connected, set or 
pattern of circumstances, facts, etc.: a web of evidence; 
the web of life. 5. something that entangles: a web of 
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lies. 6. a piece of skinlike material connecting the digits 
of an animal, as a bird living in water. —webbed, adj.: 
the webbed feet of a duck. 

web-bing (web/ing) /‘webin/ n. [noncount] 1. a strong 
woven material used esp. for belts, straps, and har- 
nesses. 2. the skin between the toes of a web-footed ani- 
mal. 3. something resembling this, as the material con- 
necting the thumb and forefinger in a baseball glove. 4. 
any interlaced material part, as the face of a tennis 
racket. 

web-foot-ed (web/foot/id) /'web,futid/ adj. having feet 
with the toes joined by a web. 

wed (wed) /wed/ v. [not: be + ~-ing], wed-ded or wed, 
wed-ding. to marry: [~ + obj]: They were wed in July. 
[no obj): They wed in July. 

we'd (wéd) /wiyd/ contraction. a shortened form of we 
had, we should, or we would. 

Wed., an abbreviation of: Wednesday. 

wed-ded (wed/id) /‘wedtd/ adj. 1. united, as in matri- 
mony; married; of or relating to marriage: wedded bliss. 
2. bound together; closely connected. 3. (offen: be + ~ 
+ to] firmly attached to or dedicated and believing in: 
They're wedded to the idea of gun control 

wed-ding (wed/ing) /‘wedin/ n. [count] the act or cere- 
mony of marrying. 

wedge (wej) /wed3/ n, v, wedged, wedging. —n. 
[count] 1. a triangular piece of hard material used for 
raising, holding, or splitting objects: He put a wedge un- 
der the door to prop it open. 2. something shaped like a 
wedge, as a cuneiform character. 3. something that 
serves to part, split, or divide: She tried to drive a wedge 
between the two friends by whispering nimors. —v. [~ + 
obj) 4. to split with or as if with a wedge. 5. to insert or 
fix firmly with a wedge: to wedge a door open. 6. to pack 
tightly into a narrow space: to wedge clothes into a suit- 
case. 

wedlock (wed/lok’) /'wed,lok/ n. [noncount} the state 
of being married; matrimony. 

Wednes-day (wenz/da, -dé) /'‘wenzdcy, -diy/ n. the 
fourth day of the week: [proper noun): FH see yon on 
Wednesday. (count): We met on Wednesdays. 

wee (we) /wiy/ adj. [before a noun), we-er, we-est. 1. 
very small; tiny. 2. very early: the wee hours of the morn- 
ing. 

weed (wed) /wiyd/ n. 1. [count] an undesirable or un- 
wanted plant growing wild, esp. one that takes food or 
nourishment from a crop, lawn, or flower bed. 2. [count] 
Slang. a cigarette. 3. the weed, [noncount) a. Informal. 
tobacco. b. Slang. marijuana. —v. 4. to free from weeds: 
[~ + obj]: to weed a garden. [no obj): She was weeding 
in the garden. 5. to remove as being unwanted or un- 
needed: [~ + out + obj]: The coach had to weed out 
the inexperienced players. [~ + obj + out}: to weed 
them out. —weed/er, n. (count) 

weeds (wedz) /wiydz/ n. [plural 
garments. 2. clothing. 

weedry (wé/dé) /'wiydiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. consisting 
of or having many weeds. 2. resembling a weed. 3. (of a 
person or animal) scrawny or clumsy-looking. 

week (wēk) /wiyk/ n. [count] 1. a period of seven days 
following one after the other, usually beginning with Sun- 
day. 2. the working portion of a week, usually not includ- 
ing Saturday and Sunday: a 35-hour week. 

week-day (wék/da’) /‘wiyk,dcy/ n. [count] 1. any day of 
the week except Sunday or, often, Saturday and Sunday. 
—adj. (before a noun) 2. of, on, or for a weekday: week- 
day occupations. 

week-end (wék’end’, -end’) /'wiyk,end, -'end/ n. 
[count] 1. the end of a week, esp. the period between 
Friday evening and Monday morning. 2. this period with 
one or more days added immediately before or after: a 
three-day holiday weekend. —v. [no obj] 3. to pass the 
weekend: weekending at the beach. 

week-ly (wék/lé) /'wiykliy/ adj., adv., n., pl. -lies. —adj. 
1. done, happening, or appearing once a week. 2. com- 
puted or determined by the week: the weekly exchange 
rate. —adv. 3. once a week: We pay our employees 
weekly. —n. [count] 4. a publication, as a newspaper or 
magazine, that appears once a week. 

wee-nie or wieenie (wé/né) /'wiyniy/ n. WIENER. 

weeeny (we/ne) /'wiyniy/ adj., -ni-er, -nivest. /nformal. 
tiny. 

weep (wep) /wiyp/ v., wept (wept) /wept/ weep-ing. 1. 
to shed (tears) because of strong emotion: [no obj): They 
wept for days over his sudden death. [~ + obj]: wept bit- 
ter tears. 2. to give out or exude (liquid, as water or 
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blood): [no obj): The wound is weeping. [~ + obj): a 
wound weeping blood. —weep/er, n. [count] 

weep/ing wil/low, n. [count] an Asian willow tree hav- 
ing drooping branches. 

weep-y (weé/pe) /'wiypiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. easily 
moved to tears. 2. tending to cause weeping; sad: a 
weepy novel. —weep/i-ness, n. [roncourt] 

weevil (wée/vol) /'wiyvəl/ n. [count] a beetle with a long 
snout, destructive to nuts, grain, fruit, and plants (as cot- 
ton). 

weft (weft) /weft/ n. [count usually singular) 1. 
woor'(def. 1). 2. a woven fabric or garment. 

weigh (wa) /wey/ v. 1. [not: be + ~-ing] to have weight 
or a certain weight: [~ + obj; no passive]: He weighs 
sixty pounds. [no obj): How much do you weigh? 2. [~ 
+ obj] to determine the heaviness of (something), esp. 
by use of a scale: The butcher weighed the meat. 3. [~ 
+ obj) to think about carefully; evaluate in the mind; 
consider carefully: weighed the advantages against the 
disadvantages. 4. weigh down, [~ + obj + down] to 
lower the spirits of; depress: These burdens weighed him 
down, —Idiom. 5. weigh anchor, [no obj) to raise up 
a ship's anchor. 

weight (wat) /weyt/ n. 1. the amount something weighs: 
[noncount]: He wants to lose weight. (count; uSitally Sin- 
gular): at a weight of over a pound. 2. [noncount] the 
gravitational force exerted upon a body. 3. [comnt] a sys- 
tem of units for expressing heaviness or mass: a table of 
weights and measures. 4. [count] a piece of metal or the 
like that is known to be of certain mass and is used in 
weighing on a balance or scale. 5. [count] a heavy object 
used to hold something open or down. 6. [count] a bur- 
den, as of responsibility: The debts were a weight on his 
mind. 7. [noncount] importance, consequence, signifi- 
cance, or influence: His opinion carries great weight with 
the boss. 8. [count] a heavy piece of equipment lifted or 
held for exercise or body building or in athletic competi- 
tion. —v. 9. to add weight to; make heavier, so as to pre- 
vent or hinder easy movement: [~ (+ down) + obj]: to 
weight (down) the papers on his desk. [~ + obj (+ 
down)): to weight them (down). 10. [~ + obj] to burden 
with or as if with weight. ——Idiom. 11. pull one’s 
(own) weight, to contribute one’s share of work to a job. 
12. throw one's weight around or about, to use one’s 
power and influence, esp. improperly for personal gain. 

weight-less (wal/lis) /'‘weytlis/ adj. being without ap- 
parent weight. —weight/less-ness, n. [noncount): peri- 
ods of weightlessness in the space capsule. 

weight-lift-ing (wat/lif/ting) /‘weyt,liftin/ n. [noncount] 
the lifting of barbells as a conditioning exercise or in a 
competitive event. —weight/lift’er, n. [count] 

weight-y (wa/te) /'weytiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. burden- 
some or troublesome: weighty matters on his mind. 2. 
important. 3. having or using influence or power. 
—weight/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

weir (wér) /wior/ n. [count] 1. a dam in a stream. 2. a 
fence set in a stream in order to catch fish. 

weird (wérd) /wiord/ adj., -er, -est. 1. suggesting the 
supernatural; unearthly: a weird sound in the night. 2. 
strange; peculiar: a weird costume. —weird/ly, adv. 
—weird/ness, n. [noncount] 

weirdo (wér/d6d) /'wiordow/ n. [comnt], pl. -os. Slang. 
an odd, strange, or abnormal person. 

welch (welch, welsh) /weltf, welf/ v. wetsH. —welch/er, 
n. [count] 

wel-come (wel/kam) /'welkom/ interj., n., v., -comed, 
-com-ing, adj. —interj. 1. (used as a greeting, as to one 
whose arrival gives pleasure): Welcome, stranger! —n. 
[count] 2. a kindly greeting or reception: We gave her a 
warm welcome. —v. [~ + obj] 3. to greet with pleasure 
or courtesy: We welcomed her into our home. 4. to invite 
or accept with pleasure or courtesy: / welcome your com- 
ments. —adj. 5. gladly received: a welcome visitor. 6. 
agreeable: a welcome rest. 7. [be + ~ a to + verb] 
willingly permitted: You are welcome to try it. 8. (used in 
the phrase You're welcome as a response to thanks): 
“Thank you.” —"You're welcome.” —wel/come-ness, n. 
[noncount] 

weld (weld) /weld/ v. 1. to unite (metal or plastic pieces) 
by hammering or squeezing them together, esp. after 
applying heat: [~ + obj]: welded the steel doors shut. 
[no obj]: The engineer is still welding. 2. [~ + obj] to 
bring into complete union or harmony: He welded the re- 
cruits into a strong team. —n. [count] 3. a joint that has 
been welded. —weld/er, n. [count] 

wel-fare (wel/far’) /‘wel,feor/ n. [noncount] 1. health, 
happiness, and prosperity; well-being. 2. assistance 
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given by government to those in need; public relief: He is 
receiving welfare. lte is on welfare. 

wel/fare state’, n. [count] a state or nation in which 
the welfare of the people in such matters as health, edu- 
cation, housing, and employment is the responsibility of 
the government. 

well’ (wel) /wel/ adv., adj., comparative bet-ter, superla- 
tive best, interj. —adv. 1. in a good or satisfactory man- 
ner: Our plans are going well. 2. thoroughly or carefully: 
Shake the bottle well before using. 3. in a proper man- 
ner: That child behaves well in school. 4. excellently: a 
difficult task that was well handled. 5. with justice or rea- 
son: / couldn't very well refuse. 6. with favor or approval: 
My family thinks well of her. 7. comfortably or prosper- 
ously: fo live well. 8. to a considerable degree: These 
grades are well below average. 9. in a close way; inti- 
mately: /'ve known them well. 10. without doubt; cer- 
tainly: / cry easily, as you well know. 11. with good na- 
ture; without anger: He took the joke well. —adj. 12. in 
good health: not a well man; He's not well. 13. [be + ~ 
satisfactory or good: All is well. 14. [be + ~ + that 
clause] proper, fitting, or prudent: /t is well that you 
didn't go. —interj. 15. (used to express surprise, a mild 
scolding, or the like:) Well! I didn't know you felt so 
Strongly about it. 16. This word is used to introduce a 
sentence, resume a conversation, etc.: Weill, it’s time to 
go home. —Idiom. 17. as well, in addition; also: She 
wanted to produce the play and to direct it as well. 18. 
as well as, equally as: He's smart as well as charming. 
19. leave well enough alone, to avoid changing some- 
thing that is satisfactory the way it is. —well/ness, n. 
[noncounte] 

well? (wel) /wel/ n. [count] 1. a hole drilled into the earth 
to obtain a natural deposit, as water or petroleum: an oil 
well. 2. a natural source of water, as a spring. 3. a 
source: a well of compassion. 4. an enclosed space, as 
for air, stairs, or an elevator, extending up and down 
through the floors of a building. —v. [no obj] 5. to rise, 
spring, or gush, as from a well: Tears welled up in my 
eyes. 

we'll (wél; unstressed wil) /wiyl; unstressed wil/ contrac- 
tion. a shortened form of we shall or we will. 

well/-advised’, adj. [be + ~ acting with caution, care, 
or wisdom; sensible: You'd be well-advised to leave this 
dangerois area at once. 

well’-appoint/ed, adj. attractively or properly equipped 
or furnished: a well-appointed apartment. 

well/-bal’anced, adj. 1. correctly balanced, adjusted, 
or regulated, 2. sensible; sane: a well-balanced child. 

well/-behaved’, adj. showing good behavior 
manners. 

well/-be/ing, n. [noncount] a state of health, happi- 
ness, comfort, and prosperity. 

well-’born’, adj. born of a good or noble family. 

well’-bred/’, adj. showing good breeding, as in behav- 
ior. 

well’-defined’, adj. clearly stated, outlined, or de- 
scribed: well-defined goals and plans. 

well/-disposed/’, adj. [be + ~ + to] feeling favorable, 
sympathetic, or kind. 

well’-done’, adj. 1. performed accurately and skillfully. 
2. (of meat) thoroughly cooked. 

well/-fed’, adj. fat; plump. 

well/-found/’ed, adj. having or based on good reasons, 
sound information, etc.: well-founded objections. 

well/-groomed?/, adj. 1. clean, neat, and dressed with 
care. 2. carefully cared for: a well-groomed lawn. 

well/-ground/’ed, adj. 1. wett-rounoeo. 2. thoroughly 
instructed in the basic principles of a subject. 

well/-heeled/, adj. well-off; rich; wealthy. 

well/-informed/’, adj. having a great deal of knowl- 
edge, as of a subject or of a variety of subjects. 

wel-lingston (wel/ing tan) /‘welintan/ n. [count] a heavy 
boot, esp. one that reaches close to the knee. 

well/-inten/tioned, adj. well-meaning. 

well/-knit’, adj. having all parts or elements joined 
closely, carefully, or firmly: a wel/-knit plot. 

well/-known/, adj. 1. fully or thoroughly known: These 
facts are well-known and Clearly established; we will not 
dispute them here. 2. widely known; famous: a well- 
known rock Star. 

well’-made/, adj. skillfully built or put together. 

well/-man/nered, adj. polite; courteous. 

well’-mean/ing, adj. having or based on good 
intentions; intending or wanting to do something kind or 
good. 
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well/-nigh’, adv. very nearly; almost: having been there 
well-nigh twenty years. 

well/-off/’, adj. [be + ~] 1. well-to-do; prosperous. 2. 
in a favorable position or condition; fortunate. 

well/-or’dered, adj. arranged, planned, or occurring in 
an orderly way. 

well/-preserved’, adj. 1. maintained in good condi- 
tion. 2. preserving a good or healthy appearance: well- 
preserved for Inis age. 

well/-read’ (red’) /'red/ adj. having read a great deal. 

well/-round/’ed, adj. having desirably varied or differ- 
ent abilities or talents; desirably varied: a well-rounded 
personality. 

well/-spo’ken, adj. 1. speaking well or in a way that 
pleases. 2. spoken in a fitting or pleasing manner. 

well spring (wel/spring’) /‘wel,sprin/ n. [count] 1. the 
source of a spring, stream, or river. 2. a continuous sup- 
ply that never seems to run out. 

well/-thought/-of’, adj. having a good reputation. 

well/-to-do’, adj. comfortably prosperous; wealthy. 

well/-turned’, adj. 1. gracefully shaped: a well-turned 
ankle. 2. gracefully expressed: a well-turned phrase. 
well/-wish/er, n. [count] a person who wishes another 
well. 

well/-worn/’, adj. 1. showing the effects of having been 
used or worn a great deal. 2. having little or no meaning 
because of overuse; trite; hackneyed. 

welsh (welsh, welch) /welf, welt{/ also welch, v. [~ + 
on + obj] Often Offensive. 1. to fail to pay what is owed: 
He welshed on his debts. 2. to go back on one’s word. 
—welsh/er, n. [count] 

Welsh (welsh, welch) /welf, welt f/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to Wales. 2. of or relating to the language spoken by 
many of the people in Wales. —n. 3. [plural; the + ~ 
used with a plural verb] the people born or living in 
Wales. 4. {noncount] the language spoken by many of 
the people in Wales. 

Welsh-man (welsh’man, welch/-) /‘welfmon, 'weltJ-/ n. 
[count], pl. -men. a person born or living in Wales. 

Welsh-wom-an (welsh’w60m/an, welch/-) 
/'welf,womon, 'weltf-/ n. [count], pl. -womeen. a woman 
born or living in Wales. 

welt (welt) /welt/ n. [count] a ridge or raised mark like a 
cut on the surface of the body, as from a blow. 

welter (wel/ter) /‘weltor/ n. [count] a confused mass; 
jumble. 

wel-ter-weight (wel/ter wat’) /‘weltor,weyt/ n. [count] 
a boxer weighing up to 147 Ib. (67 kg). 

wench (wench) /wentf/ n. [count] 1. a girl or young 
woman. 2. a female servant. 3. a sexually loose woman. 

wend (wend) /wend/ v. [~ + obj] to travel on or direct 
(one’s way): to wend his way home. 

went (went) /went/ v. pt. of Go'. 

wept (wept) /wept/ v. pt. and pp. of weep. 

were (wur: unstressed war) /w3r; unstressed war/ v. a 
2nd pers. sing. past indic., pl. past indic., and past subj. 
of BE. 

we're (wér) /wior/ contraction. a shortened form of we 
are. 

wereen't (wûrnt, wur’ant) /warnt, 'wsront/ contraction. a 
shortened form of were not. 

were-wolf (war/woolf’, wér’-, wir/-) /‘weor,wolf, 'wior-, 
'w3r-/ 41. [count], pl. -wolves. (in folk beliefs) a person 
who has taken on the form of a wolf. 

west (west) /west/ n. 1. [noncount] the point of the 
compass located 90° to the left of north. 2. [noncount] 
the direction in which west lies: The wind is from the 
west. 3. (proper noun; usually: the West) a. a region in 
the west of a country, esp. of the U.S. b. the countries of 
Europe and the Western Hemisphere. —adj. 4. lying to- 
ward or located in the west. 5. coming from the west: a 
west wind. —adv. 6. to, toward, or in the west: to head 
west. 

west-er-ly (wes/tar lē) /'westorliy/ adj., adv. 1. toward 
or from the west: a westerly wind; The wind turned west- 
erly. —n. [count], pl. -lies. 2. a wind that blows from the 
west. 

west-ern (wes/tarn) /'westorn/ adj. 1. of, toward, or in 
the west: a western migration. 2. coming from the west. 
3. (usually: Western] of the West: That country has re- 
sisted Western influence for centuries. —n. [count] 4. [of- 
ten: Western) a story, movie, or radio or television pro- 
gram about the U.S. West in the 19th century. —west/- 
ermer, n. [count] 
west-ern-ize (wes/tər niz’) /'westor,nayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to influence (a people) with Western ideas, 
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customs, and practices: The country has resisted any at- 
tempt to westernize its form of government. —western: 
ization (wes’tar nə za/shen) /,westorno'zcyfon/ n. 
{noncount) 

westward (west/ward) /'westword/ adj. 1. moving, fac- 
ing, or located toward the west. —adv. 2. Also, west/- 
wards. toward the west. 

wet (wet) /wet/ adj., wet-ter, wet-test, v., wet or wet: 
ted, wet-ting. —adj. 1. moistened, covered, or soaked 
with liquid: Wipe this with a wet cloth. 2. in a liquid state: 
wet paint. 3. rainy or misty: a cold, wet day. 4. allowing 
the sale of alcoholic beverages: a wet state. —v. 5. to 
(cause to) become wet or moistened: [~ + obj]: Wet the 
cloth with warm water. [no obj]: My jacket has wet 
through. 6. [~ + obj) to urinate on or in: The dog had 
wet the carpet. —Idiom. 7. all wet, completely mis- 
taken. 8. wet behind the ears, not mature; inexperi- 
enced. —wet/ly, adv. —wet/ness, n. {noncount] 
—wet’ter, n. [count] 

wet-back (wet/bak’) /'‘wet,bak/ n. [count] Disparaging. 
a Mexican laborer who enters the U.S. illegally. 

wet’ blan’ket, n. [count] a person who dampens or 
discourages enthusiasm or enjoyment. 

wetland (wet/land’) /‘wetland/ n. [count] 
wetlands. [p/ura/] land with wet and spongy soil. 

wet’ nurse’, n. [count] a woman hired to feed anoth- 
er's infant with her breast milk. 

wet’ suit’, n. [count] a close-fitting rubber suit worn for 
body warmth, as by scuba divers. 

we've (wév) /wiyv/ contraction. a shortened form of we 
have. 

whack (hwak, wak) /hwæk, wæk/ v. 1. to strike or hit 
with or as if with a strong, loud blow: [~ + obj]: She 
whacked the stick against the table. [no obj): He 
whacked at the ball and missed. —n. [count] 2. a smart, 
resounding blow: She gave him a whack on the knuckles. 
3. an attempt: He took a whack at the job. —TIdiom. 4. 
out of whack, out of order; not working correctly or 
properly. —whack/er, n. [count] 

whack-y (hwak/é, wake) /'hwækiy, 'wakiy/ adj. wacky. 

whale! (hwal, wal) /hweyl, weyl/ n., pi whales, whale, 
v., whaled, whaling. —n. [count] 1. a very large mam- 
mal that lives in the sea, having a fishlike body. 2. [usu- 
ally singular] something great or fine of its kind: / had a 
whale of a time in Europe. —v. [no obj) 3. to be in the 
business of whaling. 

whale? (hwal, wal) /hweyl, weyl/ v. [~ + obj], whaled, 
whal-ing. to thrash, strike, hit, or beat strongly and 
loudly: The batter whaled the ball deep into the seats. 

whale-bone (hwal/bon/, wal/-) /‘hweyl,bown, 'weyl-/ n. 
[noricount] a flexible, hard, horny substance hanging 
from the upper jaws of certain whales, once used to 
make a corset stiffer. 

whaler (hwa/ler, wa’-) /hweylor, 'wey-/ n. [count] a 
person or ship in the business of whaling. 

whaling (hwa/ling, wa/-) /‘hweylipn, ‘wey-/ n. [non- 
count] the work or industry of capturing whales. 

wham (hwam, wam) /hwæm, wam/ n., v, whammed, 
wham-ming. —n. [count] 1. the sound of a sharp, force- 
ful hit, blow, punch, kick, explosion, etc. —v. [~ + obj] 
2. to hit with or make a forceful sound. 

whamemy (hwam/’é, wam/e) /‘hwemiy, 'wæmiy/ n. 
[count], pl. -mies. Slang. 1. something that is unlucky, 
or thought to cause bad luck; a jinx; hex. 2. a terrible 
blow, a crushing setback, or a catastrophe. 

wharf (hworf, wôrf) /hworf, worf/ nm. [count], pl. 
wharves (hwôrvz, wôrvz), wharfs. a large dock or simi- 
lar structure next to which ships are attached at shore to 
load or unload. 

what (hwut, hwot, wut, wot; unstressed hwat, wat) /hwat, 
hwnt, wat, wot; unstressed hwat, wat/ pron. 1. (used in 
questions as a request for information): What is your 
phone number? What is your wife's name? What is the 
matter? 2. (used in questions to ask about the character, 
origin, identity, or worth of a person or thing): What is 
the meaning of life? What is wealth without friends? 3. 
(used in questions to ask for a repetition of words or in- 
formation not fully understood): You need what? 4. (used 
in questions) how much?: What does it cost? 5. (used to 
introduce a clause) that which; whatever; as much or as 
many as: / will send what was promised (= | will send 
the thing that was promised). We will stick together come 
what may (= whatever happens). ©. (used to indicate 
that there is more to follow, or that there are additional 
possibilities, alternatives, etc.): You know what? Shall we 
go or what? 7. (used to introduce an exclamation, or to 
make stronger the next word or noun): What lick! What 
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an idea! 8. Brit. don’t you agree?: An unusual chap, 
what? —n. [count] 9. the true nature or identity of some- 
thing, or the sum or total of its characteristics: a lecture 
on the whats and hows of crop rotation. —adj. 10. (used 
to signal a question): What time is it? 11. whatever: 
whichever: Take what supplies you need. —adv. 12. to 
what extent or degree?: What does it matter? 13. (used 
to introduce a prepositional phrase beginning with with 
and conveying the cause of something): What with storms 
and all, their return was delayed. —interj. 14. (used to 
show shock or surprise, and may then be followed by a 
question or phrase): What, no kiss? —Idiom. 15. so 
what, (used to express indifference or contempt): They're 
rich, so what? 16. what for, why: What did you do that 
for? 17. what have you, other things of the same kind; 
so forth: They stole money, jewels, and what have you. 
18. what if, what would be the outcome if; suppose 
that: What if we get lost? 19. what it takes, whatever is 
necessary for success: Do you have what it takes to be- 
come a business executive? 20. what's what, the true 
situation: Let's find ont what's what around here. 

what-ev-er (hwut evar, hwot-, hwat-, wut-, wot-, wat-) 
/hwat'evor, hwot-, hwet-, wat-, wot-, wat-/ pron. 1. an- 
ything that: Do whatever you like. 2. no matter what: Do 
it, whatever happens. 3. (used at the end of a list) any or 
any one of a number of things whether known or not: 
Papers, magazines, or whatever. 4. (used in questions) 
what?: Whatever do you mean? —adj. 5. in any amount; 
to any extent: whatever ment the work has. 6. no matter 
what: Whatever problems you might have, we will help. 
7. being what or who it may be: Whatever the reason, 
she refuses to go. 8. [after a noun] of any kind: She has 
no friends whatever. 

what-if (hwut/if”, hwot7-, wut/-, wot/-) /‘hwatif, ‘hwot-, 
'wat-, 'wot-/ adj. 1. imaginary; possible; hypothetical: a 
what-if scenario. —n. (count) 2. a hypothetical case or 
situation; a conjecture: a senes of what-ifs. 

what-not (hwut/not’, hwot/-, wut/-, wot/-) /‘hwat,not, 
‘hwot-, 'wat-, ‘wot-/ n. [noncount) anything of the same 
or similar kind: Bring sheets, towels, and whatnot. 

what's (hwuts, hwots, wuts, wots) /hwats, hwots, wats, 
wots/ contraction. a shortened form of what is, what has, 
or what does. 

what-so-ev-er (hwut/sO ev/ar, hwot/-, wut/-, wot/-) 
/hwatsow'evor, hwnpt-, ,wat-, ,wot-/ pron., adj. (used to 
add greater emphasis to a preceding negative word or 
phrase) whatever: She has no friends whatsoever. 

wheal (hwél, wél) /hwiyl, wiyl/ n. (count) 1. a burning or 
itching swelling on the skin. 2. WELT. 

wheat (hwét, wét) /hwiyt, wiyt/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
grain of a cereal grass used in the form of flour. 2. the 
plant itself. —wheat/en, adj. 

wheat’ germ’, n. [noncount) the vitamin-rich central 
part of the wheat kernel. 

whee-dle (hwéd/I, wéd/l) /‘hwiydl, 'wiydl/ v. [~ + obj], 
-dled, -dling. to influence or try to persuade (a person), 
esp. by charming or flattering him or her, in order to 
gain (something): trying to wheedle her into tending me 
the car; He tried to wheedle some more money from her. 
—whee/dler, n. (count) 

wheel (hwél, wél) /hwiyl, wiyl/ n. (count) 1. a circular 
frame or disk that can revolve or spin around an inner 
frame or on an axis, allowing an object to which it is at- 
tached to move. 2. something like a wheel in shape or 
function. 3. the steering wheel of a vehicle. 4. wheels, 
(plural) a. something that causes another action: the 
wheels of commerce. b. Slang. a Car: Does anyone have 
wheels so we can drive to Malibu? 5. someone powerful 
and influential: a big wheel in the oit business. —v. 6. 
[no Obj] to turn, rotate, or revolve; change direction: The 
tanks wheeled and roared off in pursuit. 7. {~ + obj} to 
move or carry on wheels: They wheeled him off to the 
emergency room. 8. [no obj) to roll on or as if on 
wheels; travel smoothly: The car wheeled along the high- 
way. ——Idiom. 9. at the wheel, a. at the helm of a 
ship, the steering wheel of a motor vehicle, etc. b. in 
command or control: There is a new president at the 
wheel. 10. wheel and deal, [no obj] to operate cleverly 
or craftily, esp. in a bold or showy way, for one’s own 
profit or benefit. —wheeled, adj. 
wheel-bar-row = (hwél/bar/6, wēl/-) /‘hwiyl,berow, 
'wiyl-/ n. [count] a small cart for carrying and moving a 
load, supported at one end by a wheel and pushed at the 
other by two handles. ; sae 
wheelbase (hwél/bas’/, we/-) /‘hwiyl,beys, ‘wiy-/ n. 
[count] the distance from the front-wheel spindle of a 
motor vehicle to the rear-wheel axle. 
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wheel-chair (hwél/bas’, wél7-) /‘hwiyl,beys, 'wiyl-/ m. 
[count] a chair mounted on wheels for use by persons 
who cannot walk because they are temporarily or perma- 
nently disabled. See illustration at HOSPITAL. 

wheel’er-deal’er, n. (count) a clever and crafty per- 
son, as in business or politics. 

wheel-wright (hwél/rit’, wél7-) /‘hwiylrayt, ‘wiyl-/ n. 
[count] a person who makes or repairs wheels and 
wheeled carriages. 

wheeze (hwéz, wéz) /hwiyz, wiyz/ v., wheezed, wheez- 
ing, n. —v. [no obj} 1. to breathe with difficulty and with 
a whistling sound. —n. [count] 2. a wheezing breath or 
sound. —wheez/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

whelk (hwelk, welk) /hwelk, welk/ n. [count] a Spiral- 
shelled sea animal that can be eaten. 

whelp (hwelp, welp) /hwelp, welp/ n. {count) 1. the 
young of such mammals as the dog or the wolf. 2. a 
young person who is considered too bold, impudent, or 
rude. —v. [no obj] 3. (of a female dog or wolf) to give 
birth to a young pup. 

when (hwen, wen; unstressed hwen, wen) /hwen, wen; 
unstressed hwan, wan/ adv. 1. (used to introduce a 
question) at what time or period?: When will they arrive? 
2. (used to introduce a question) under what 
circumstances?: When is an apology in order? —conj. 3. 
at what time: He knows when to be silent. 4. at the time 
that: when we were young. 5. whenever: The dog barks 
when the doorbell rings. 6. as soon as: Stop the car 
when the light turns red. 7. whereas; while on the con- 
trary: Why are you here when you should be in school? 
—pron. 8. what or which time: Since when have you 
been teaching? —n. (count; usually singular) 9. the time 
of something: the where and when of the accident. 

whence (hwens, wens) /hwens, wens/ adv. 1. (used to 
introduce a question) from what place?: Whence comest 
thou? 2. (used to introduce a question) from what 
source, Origin, Or cause?: Whence came his wisdom? 
—Usage. Although sometimes criticized as redundant, 
the idiom FROM WHENCE is old, well-established, and 
standard: She arrived in Paris, from whence she bom- 
barded us with postcards. \t is found in Shakespeare, the 
King James Bible, and Dickens. 

when-ev’er (hwen  ev/or, wen-,  hwan-,  wan-) 
/hwen'evor, wen-, hwan-, wan- / adv., conj. at whatever 
time; when: /m ready whenever you are. 

where (hwar, war) /hweor, weor/ adv. 1. (used to intro- 
duce a question) in, at, or to what place?: Where is he? 
Where are you going? 2. (used to introduce a question) 
in what position, circumstances, respect, or way?: Where 
do you stand on this question? 3. (used to introduce a 
question) from what source?: Where did you get such a 
notion? —conj. 4. in or at what place, part, or point: Find 
where the trouble is. 5. in or at the place, part, or point 
in Or at which: The cup is where you teft it. 6. in a posi- 
tion or situation in which: He's useless where tact is 
needed. 7. to what or whatever place: / will go where you 
go. 8. in or at which place: They pitched a tent, where 
they slept. —pron. 9. (used to introduce a question) what 
place?: Where are you from? 10. the place in or point at 
which: This is where the boat docks. —n. [count] 11. a 
place; location: the where and the why of the crimes. 
—Idiom. 12. where it's at, Informal. where the most 
exciting, fashionable, or profitable activity or circum- 
stance is to be found: The Walt Street analyst said that 
government bonds are where it’s at right now. 

where-a-bouts (hwar’a bouts’, war’-,) /‘hweora,bawts, 
‘weor-, / adv. 1. about where? —n. 2. the place where a 
person or thing is: [pfural; used with a plural verb): His 
whereabouts are still unknown. [noncount; used with a 
singular verb): His whereabouts is still unknown. 

whereras (hwar az’, war-) /hweor'ez, weor-/ conj. 1. 
while on the contrary: One student arrived promptty, 
whereas the others came late. 2. it being the case that: 
Whereas we wish to set the record straight, be it resolved 
that we reaffirm our allegiance to the party. 

where-by (hwar bi’, war-) /hweor'bay, weor-/ conj. by 
what or which; under the terms of which. 

where-fore (hwar/for, -fOr, war/-) /‘hweoarfor, -fowr, 
'‘weor-/ adv. 1. for that cause or reason. —n. [count] 2. a 
cause or reason: alt the whys and wherefores of a situa- 
tion. 

wherein (hwar in’, war/-) /hwear'in, 'wear-/ conj. 1. in 
what or in which. —adv. 2. in what way or respect. 

where-of (hwar uv’, -ov’, war-) /hweor'av, -'pv, wear-/ 
adv., conj. of what, which, or whom. 

where-so-ev-er (hwar/sd evar, war’-) /jhwearsow'evor, 
iweor-/ conj. in or to whatsoever place: wherever. 
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where-up-on (hwar’a pon’, -pôn/, war’-; hwar/a pon’, 
-pon’, war/-) /|hweora'pon, -'pon, ,weor-; ‘'hweors,pon, 
-,pon, 'wear-/ conj. 1. upon what or which. 2. at or after 
which: He'll surely try to get in touch with her, whereupon 
we'll spring the trap. 

wher-ev-er (hwar evar, war-) /hweor'evor, weor-/ conj., 
adv. 1. in, at, or to whatever place or circumstance: 
Wherever you go, tll follow. —adv. 2. (used to introduce 
a question but with extra emphasis): where?: Wherever 
did you find that? 

where-with-al (hwar/with ôl, -with-, war/-) /‘hweor- 
widol, -wi0-, 'weor-/ n. (count; usually singular; usually: 
the + ~ (+ to + verb] the means, esp. money, with 
which to do something. 

whet (hwet, wet) /hwet, wet/ v. [~ + obj], whet-ted, 
whet-ting. 1. to sharpen by grinding or friction. 2. to 
make eager; stimulate: That primary whetted her appe- 
tite for running in the general election. 

wheth-er (hweth’or, weth’-) /‘hwedor, 'wed-/ conj. 1. 
(used to introduce the first of two or more choices or 
possibilities; the second one is preceded by the word or) 
| don't care whether we go or Stay. 2. (used to introduce 
a Single choice, while the second choice is understood or 
implied, to be the negation of the first): See whether she 
has come. —Idiom. 3. whether or not or whether or 
no, under whatever circumstances; in any case; regard- 
less: He tends to insist on his views whether or not the 
facts support therm. 

whew (hwyōō) /hwyuw/ interj. (used to express astonish- 
ment, dismay, fatigue, or relief): Whew, tm tired. 

whey (hwa, wa) /hwey, wey/ n. [noncount] the liquid 
that separates from the curd in milk that has become 
solid. 

which (hwich, wich) /hwitf, witf/ pron. 1. (used in 
questions) what one or ones: Which of these do you 
want? 2. whichever; the one that: Choose which appeals 
to you. 3. (used in relative clauses to refer back to a 
word that has already been mentioned and to pause to 
give it emphasis): This book, which I read last night, was 
exciting. 4. (used in a relative clause that starts with a 
preposition): That's the house in which | lived. —adj. 
[before a noun] 5. what one or ones of a number or 
group: Which book do you want? 6. whichever: Go which 
way you please. 

which-ev-er (hwich ev/ar, wich-) /hwitf'evor, witf-/ 
pron. 1. any one that: Take whichever you like. 2. no 
matter which: Whichever you choose, some in the group 
will be offended. —adj. [before a noun] 3. no matter 
which: whichever ones you choose. 

whiff (hwif, wif) /hwif, wif/ n. [count] 1. a slight gust or 
puff, as of wind or smoke. 2. a slight trace, as of an 
odor; hint: a whiff of onions. 3. a single act of breathing 
in, as of tobacco smoke. 

while (hwil, wil) /nwayl, wayl/ n., conj., v, whiled, while 
ing. —n. [count; singular] 1. an amount, period, or inter- 
val of time: a long while ago. —conj. 2. during the time 
that: He read the paper while he waited. 3. as long as: 
While there's quiet | can sleep. 4. even though: While 
they are related, they don't get along. 5. at the same 
time that: She exercises while he grows fat. —v. 6. white 
away, to cause (time) to pass, esp. pleasantly: [~ + 
away + obj): whiling away the hours. [~ + obj + away): 
to while the hours away. —Idiom. 7. worth one’s 
white, worth one’s time, trouble, or expense. 

whilst (hwilst, wilst) /hwaylst, waylst/ conj. Chiefly Brit. 
WHILE. 

whim (hwim, wim) /hwim, wim/ n. [count] a sudden 
idea, thought, or wish to do something without a good 
reason: / decided on a whim to leave early. 

whim-per (hwim/per, wim/-) /‘hwimpoar, 'wim-/ v. [no 
obj) 1. to cry with or utter in low, sad, weak sounds: The 
dog whimpered from fear. —n. [count] 2. a whimpering 
sound. 

whimesi-cal (hwim/zi kal, wim/-) /‘hwimzikoal, 'wim-/ 
adj. given to playful or fanciful notions, ideas, or behav- 
ior; odd or strange; unpredictable: He is much too whim- 
sical to be a good businessman. —whim/siecalely, adv. 
whimesy or -sey (hwin/zé, wim/-) /‘hwimziy, 'wim-/ n., 
pl. -sies or -seys. 1. [noncount] playful or fanciful hu- 
mor. 2. [count] an odd or fanciful notion or idea. 

whine (hwin, win) /hwayn, wayn/ v., whined, whin-ing, 
n. —v. 1. [10 obj] to make a long, usually nasal, com- 
plaining sound, often high-pitched: The dog whined at 
the door 2. to complain in a self-pitying way: [~ + that 
clause): The children whined that they wanted to stay up 
fate. (uo obj): Don't whine. —n. [count] 3. a whining 
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word, sound, or complaint. —whin/er, n. [count] 
—whin/y, adj., -iver, -i'est. 

whineny (hwin/é, win/é) /‘hwiniy, 'winty/ n., pl. -nies, v., 
-nied, -ny*ing. —n. [count] 1. a low, somewhat quiet and 
gentle neigh of a horse. —v. [no obj] 2. to utter a 
whinny. 

whip (hwip, wip) /hwip, wip/ v., whipped, whip-ping, n. 
—v. 1. [~ + obj] to beat with a flexible piece of rope or 
leather, as a lash, esp. as punishment: to whip the 
slaves. 2. [~ + obj] to spank: He was whipped for telling 
a lie. 3. [~ + obj] to urge on by or as if by whipping: to 
whip the horses to go faster. 4. [~ + obj] to train force- 
fully: trying to whip the team into shape. 5. [~ + obj] to 
defeat; overcome: Their team whipped us 30-0. 6. [no 
obj] to go quickly and suddenly: The car whipped around 
the corner. 7. to (cause to) move, pull, or seize suddenly: 
[~ + out + obj]: She whipped out her camera. [~ + obj 
+ out]: She whipped her camera out. 8. [~ + obj] to 
beat to a froth: to whip cream. 9. to lash about: [no obj]: 
The flags were whipping in the wind. [~ + obj]: The wind 
whipped the flags. 10. whip off, to write hurriedly: [~ + 
off + obj): to whip off a book report. [~ + obj + off): Ill 
whip it off in a few hours. 11. whip up, a. to prepare 
quickly: [~ + up + obj): to whip up a meal. [~ + obj + 
up]: [Il whip a meal up. b. to incite; arouse: [~ + up + 
obj): to whip up the crowd. [~ + obj + up]: to whip 
them up into a frenzy. —n. [count] 12. a flexible rod, as 
of rope or leather, used for whipping. 13. a whipping 
stroke or motion. 14. a utensil for whipping; whisk. 15. 
a dessert of beaten egg whites or cream. 16. a politician 
of a particular party in a legislative body who directs 
other members. —whip/per, n. [count] 

whip-lash (hwip/lash, wip’-) /hwiplef, 'wip-/ n. 1. 
[count] the tash of a whip. 2. [moncount] a neck injury 
caused by a sudden jerking of the head. 

whip-per-snap-per (hwip/er snap/er, wip/-) /‘hwip- 
ar,snxpor, 'wip-/ n. [count] an unimportant but offen- 
sively bold person, esp. a young one. 

whip-pet (whip/it, wip’-) /‘whipit, 'wip-/ n. [count] a 
slender, swift dog resembling a small greyhound. 
whip-ping (hwip/ing, wip’-) /‘hwipin, 'wip-/ n. [count] 
1. a beating with a whip or the like, esp. as punishment. 
2. a defeat, as in sports. 

whip-poor-will (hwip’ar wil’, wip’-) /‘hwipor,wil, 'wip-/ 
n. [count] a North American bird with a loud, repeated 
Call. 

whipssaw (hwip’sd’, wip’-) /‘hwip,so, ‘wip-/ N, V., 
-sawed, sawed or -sawn, sawing. —n. [count] 1. a saw 
for two persons, used to cut timbers across the middle. 
—v. [~ + obj] 2. to cut with a whipsaw. 3. to expose 
(someone or something) to two opposite forces at the 
same time: The economy was whipsawed by inflation and 
high unemployment. 

whir or whirr (hwdr, wir) /hwar, war/ v., whirred, 
whirring, n. —v. 1. to move or spin quickly with a hum- 
ming sound: [no obj]: The helicopter whirred directly 
overhead. [~ + obj]: She whirred the stone at the end of 
the string and then released it. —n. [count] 2. an act or 
sound of whirring. 

whirl (hwûrl, wûrl) /hwarl, warl/ v. 1. to (cause to) turn 
around or aside very fast, or to spin quickly: [no obj): 
The plane's propellers whirled. [~ + obj]: He whirled the 
rope around his head. 2. [no obj] to feel dizziness: My 
head is whirling after that roller coaster ride. —n. [count] 
3. the act of whirling. 4. a whirling movement. 5. a rapid 
round of events: a whirl of parties. 6. an attempt; trial: 
He promised to give that new diet a whirl. 

whirlpool (hwir/pool’, wurl/-) /‘hwar,puwl, ‘warl-/ n. 
[count] water moving quickly in a circular motion, often 
producing a downward spiraling action. 

whirl-ewind (hwarl/wind’, warl/-) “hwarl,wind, 'warl-/ n. 
[count] 1. a small mass of air that spins very quickly, as 
a tornado. 2. something resembling a whirlwind, as in 
having the power to damage things. —adj. 3. like a 
whirlwind in speed or force. 

whirl-y-bird (hwir/lé bard’, wûr7-) /‘hwarliy,bard, 'war-/ 
n. HELICOPTER. 

whisk (hwisk, wisk) /hwisk, wisk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to 
move, remove, Carry, snatch, etc., with a rapid brushing 
or sweeping stroke: The waiters whisked away the trays 
and plates. 2. to whip or blend (eggs or egg whites, 
cream, etc.) with a whisk. —n. [count] 3. the act of 
whisking. 4. WHISK BROOM. 5. a tool, usually of wire, for 
beating or whipping food. 

whisk’ broom’, n. [count] a small, 
broom used chiefly to brush clothes. 

whisk-er (hwis/kər, wis’-) /‘hwiskor, 'wis-/ n. [count] 1. 


short-handled 
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Usually, -kers. (p/uraf] the hair growing on a man's 
cheeks and chin. 2. a single hair of the beard. 3. one of 
the long bristlelike hairs growing near the mouth of an 
animal, as a cat. —Idiom. 4. by a whisker, by the 
closest, smallest, or narrowest amount or margin: fost 
the tournament by a whisker. —whisk/ered, adj. 
whis-key or whis-ky (hwis’ké, wis’-) /‘hwiskiy, 'wis-/ 
n, pl -keys or -kies. a strong alcoholic drink made 
from a grain, such as barley: (noncomnt): a bottle of 
whiskey. [count]: ordered two whiskeys. 

whis-per (hwis/par, wis/par) /‘hwispar, 'wispar/ v. 1. to 
speak or say with soft, quiet, hushed sounds, esp. with 
little or no vibration of the vocal cords: [no obj): He whis- 
pered softly in her ear. [~ + obj]: She whispered a se- 
cret to me. [used with quotations]: “Quiet, someone wilf 
hear us!” she whispered. 2. [no obj] to make a soft, low, 
quiet, rustling sound. —n. [comnt] 3. an act or instance 
of whispering: They spoke in whispers. 4. a whispered 
word or remark. 5. a rumor: a whisper of scandal. 6. a 
soft, low, quiet, rustling sound: the whisper of the wind. 
—whis/per-er, n. [count] 

whist (hwist, wist) /hwist, wist/ n. [noncount) a card 
game that is a form of bridge. 

whisetle (hwis/al, wis’-) /‘hwisal, 'wis-/ v., -tled, -tling, 
n. —v. 1. to make a high, clear sound by forcing the 
breath through stretched lips or through the teeth: [no 
obj): He whistled happily to himself. {~ + obj]: He whis- 
(led a happy tune. 2. (no obj] to produce a sound or call 
resembling a whistle: The birds were whistling in the 
trees. 3. to signal or call for by or as if by whistling: [no 
obj; ( ~ + for + obj]: He whistled for her to come down 
and see him. [~ + obj]: She whistted her dog to her 
side. 4. [no obj] to move with a whistling sound, as a 
bullet. —n. [count] 5. an instrument for producing whis- 
tling sounds: The police officer blew her whistle. 6. a 
whistling sound. —Jdiom. 7. blow the whistle, [blow 
+ the + ~ + on + obj] to expose crime or other 
wrongdoing: The accountants blew the whistle on the 
enibezzlers. 8. wet one’s whistle, to take a drink. 9. 
whistle in the dark, [no obj] to try to remain brave by 
or as if by whistling. —whis/tler, n. [count] 

whis/tle-blow/er, n. [count] a person who informs on 
another or who exposes criminal activity or wrongdoing. 
—whis/tle-blow/ing, n. [noncount) 

whis/tle stop’, n. [count] 1. a small town, esp. one 
along a railroad line. 2. a short talk from the rear plat- 
form of a train during a political campaign. 

whit (hwit, wit) /hwit, wit/ n. (count; singular, a + ~) 
the smallest amount; a bit: / don't care a whit. 

white (hwit, wit) /hwayt, wayt/ adj., whit-er, whit-est, 
n. 1. of the color of pure snow. 2. light in color; pale: 
white wines as opposed to red wines. 3. (of human be- 
ings) pale; having little of the normal, healthy color of the 
skin: His face turned white at the terrible news. 4. for, 
limited to, or made up of Caucasians. 5. silvery; gray: 
white hair. 6. snowy: a white Christmas. 7. lacking color. 
8. morally pure; innocent. 9. lacking hatred or bad feel- 
ing; harmless: white magic. —n. 10. [noncount] a color 
without hue that is the opposite of black. 11. [(comnt] a 
person of the Caucasian race. 12. [count] a white or 
light-colored material, substance, or part: the white of an 
egg. —white/ness, n. [nonconnt] 

white’ blood’ cell’, n. [count] a nearly colorless blood 
cell that fights disease-carrying organisms. 

white-cap (hwit/kap’, wit7-) /‘hwayt,kep, 
[count] a wave with a foaming white top. 

white’-col/lar, adj. of or relating to professional or 
clerical workers whose jobs do not usually involve man- 
ual labor: white-collar workers. Compare BLUE-COLLAR. 

white’ elephant, n. [count] 1. a possession that is no 
longer wanted by the owner but is difficult to sell or dis- 
pose of. 2. a possession that requires spending beyond 
its worth or value. 

white’ flag’, n. (count) an all-white flag used as a 
symbol of surrender or truce. 

white’ goods’, n. [plural] 1. household linens, as 
sheets and towels. 2. white fabrics, esp. of cotton or 
linen. 

white’ heat’, n. [noncount) 1. a very strong, intense 
heat at which something glows with white light. 2. a state 
of great or intense activity or excitement. 

White’ House’, n. [proper nonn; the + ~] 1. the offi- 
cial home or residence of the president of the U.S. 2. the 
executive branch of the U.S. government. 

white’ lie’, n. [count] a harmless lie, often one told to 
avoid hurting someone's feelings; fib. 


‘wayl-/ n. 


whiskey to whole 


white’ mat/ter, n. (noncomnt) nerve tissue, esp. of the 
brain and spinal cord, that is nearly white in color. 

whiten (hwit/on, wit/-) /'hwaytən, 'wayt-/ v. to (cause 
to) become white: [~ + obj]: lle poured bleach into his 
laundry to whiten the clothes. [no obj): The ground 
Slowly whitened as the snow felt. —whit/ener, n. 
[connt] 

white-out (hwit/out’, wit/-) /'hwayt awt, 'wayt-/ n. [non- 
count] l. a condition in which heavily falling or blowing 
snow makes it impossible to see where one is. 2. a white 
fluid used to paint over mistakes in typing or writing. 

white’ sale’, 1. [connt] a sale of white goods. 

white/-shoe/’, adj. of or relating to members of the up- 
per class who own or run large corporations: white-shoe 
bankers; a conservative, white-shoe image. 

white-wall (hwit/wol’, wit/-) /'hwayt,wol, 'wayt-/ n. 
[count] an automobile tire with a white sidewall. 

whitewash (hwit/wash’, -w6sh’, wit/-) /‘hwayt,wwf, 
-,wof, 'wayt-/ n. 1. (noncount] a substance, as one 
made from lime and water, for whitening walls and 
woodwork. 2. an act of hiding, covering up, or superfi- 
cially investigating faults or errors so as to prevent public 
knowledge and blame and responsibility: [count]: The 
trial turned into an obvious whitewash that let the killers 
go free. (noncount): guilty of whitewash. 3. (count) a de- 
feat in which the loser fails to score. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to 
whiten with whitewash. 5. to hide or cover up the faults 
or errors of. 6. to defeat by keeping the opponent from 
scoring. 

white’ wa/ter, n. [noncount) bubbly, foaming, frothy 
water, as in rapids. 

whit-ey (hwi/té, wi/-) /‘hwaytiy, 'way-/ n. [count], pl. 
-eys. Disparaging. a white person. 

whith-er (hwith’er, with’-) /hwidor, 'wid-/ adv. 1. to 
what place; where. 2. to what end, point, or action. 
—conj. 3. to which place: to go whither the sun rises. 4. 
to whatever place. 

whit-ing’ (hwi/ting, wi7-) /'hwaytig, 'way-/ n. [count], pl. 
-ings, -ing. a Sea fish that is eaten as food. 

whit-ing? (hwi/ting, wi/-) ‘hwaytin, ‘way-/ n. [nonconnt] 
pure-white chalk powder used esp. in making putty and 
whitewash. 

whit-ish (hwi/tish, wi7-) /‘hwaytif, ‘way-/ adj. somewhat 
white. —whit/isheness, n. [nonconnt] 

whit-tle (hwit/I, wit/l) 'hwitl, 'witl/ v., -tled, -tling. 1. to 
cut, trim, or Shape (wood) by carving off bits with a knife: 
[7 + obj): to whittle wood. [no obj): sat whittling with his 
brand-new knife. 2. [~ + obj] to form by whittling: to 
whittle a toy soldier from a block of wood. 3. to reduce 
the amount of gradually: [~ + obj}: to whittle costs. [~ 
+ down + obj): to whittle down expenses. —whit/tler, 
n. (count) 

whiz or whizz (hwiz, wiz) /hwiz, wiz/ v., whizzed, 
whiz-zing, n. —v. [no obj] 1. to make or move with a 
humming, buzzing, or hissing sound, as of an object fly- 
ing quickly through the air: A cloud of hornets whizzed 
by. —n. [count] 2. informal. a very skillful person; expert: 
She's always been a whiz at math. 3. a whizzing sound: 
the whiz of the bultets passing by. 

who (hoo) /huw/ prou., possessive whose, objective 
whom. 1. (used to introduce a question, as the subject 
or, in informal conversational use, the object of a verb) 
what person or persons: Who is he? Who is at the door? 
2. (used in questions to ask about the character or im- 
portance of someone): Who does she think she is? 3. the 
person or persons that: Do you know who called? 4, 
(used in relative clauses to refer to a person): The 
woman who Called this morning is here. 

whoa (hwo, wō) /hwow, wow/ interj. (used as a com- 
mand, esp. to an animal, to stop). 

who-dun/it (hoo dun/it) /huw'danit/ n. [count] a detec- 
tive story. 

whovrevrer (hdo ev’ar) /huw'evar/ pron. whatever per- 
son; anyone that: Whoever did it should be prod. 

whole (hdl) /howl/ adj. 1. (before a noun] making up the 
full amount, number, extent, or length of time; entire: He 
ate the whole pie. She ran the whole distance. Let's start 
the whole thing over. 2. [before a noun] lacking nothing; 
having all pieces; complete: a whole set of china. 3. [be- 
fore a noun) Math. not a fraction: a whole number, like 2 
or 3. 4. not broken or damaged; in one piece; not in- 
jured or hurt: Thankfully, the vase arrived whole. 5. 
(used to emphasize how much an amount is): 7d feel a 
whole fot better if you'd point that gun somewhere else. 
—n. [count] 6. the entire amount, number, or extent. 7. 
a thing complete in itself, as an assembly of parts or 
elements thought of as one thing; a unitary system: con1- 


wholehearted to wiggle 


bined the elements of the theory into a unified whole. 
—Idiom. 8. as a whole, as a unit; considered together. 
9. on the whole, everything considered; in general: On 
the whole, | agree with you. 10. out of whole cloth, 
without foundation in fact; fictitious. —whole/ness, n. 
[Lroncount) 
whole-heart-ed (hol/har/tid) /“how!hartid/ adj. com- 
pletely sincere or enthusiastic: He gave his wholehearted 


approval to the plan. —whole/heart/ed-ly, adv. 
—whole/heart’ed-ness, n. [rioncount] 

whole’ num/ber, n. [count] an integer. 

whole-sale (hdl/sal’) /howl,scyl/ n, adj, adv., v. 


-saled, -sal-ing. —n. [noncount] 1. the sale of goods in 
quantity, as to retailers. —adj. 2. of or working in whole- 
sale sales. 3. indiscriminate: wholesale layoffs. —adv. 4. 
on wholesale terms. 5. in a wholesale way; in large 
amounts or on a large scale: The company began firing 
people wholesale. —v. 6. to sell by wholesale: [~ + obj]: 
to wholesale leftover goods. (no obj]: not in the business 
of wholesaling. —whole/sal/er, n. (count) 

whole-some (hdl’sam) /howlssm/ adj. 1. bringing 
about or making possible a condition of well-being; 
healthful. 2. suggesting health, esp. in appearance: a2 
fresh, wholesome look from using that soap. 3. having a 
positive or good effect, esp. on the morals of someone: 
wholesome family entertainment. —whole/some-sly, adv. 
—whole’some:ness, n. [noncount) 

whole/’-wheat/’, adj. prepared with the complete wheat 
kernel: whole-wheat flour. 

who'll (hool) /huwl/ contraction. a shortened form of 
who will or who shall. 

wholely (ho7lé, hōl/lē) /howliy, ‘howlliy/ adv. entirely; 
totally; completely. 

whom (hoom) /huwm/ pron. the form of the pronoun 
WHO used as the object of a verb or a preposition: Whorn 
did you call? To whom should } send this? The man 
whom you called has returned. 

whom-ev-er (hoom ev/ar) /huwm'evar/ pron. the form 
of the pronoun wHoeveR used as the object of a verb or 
a preposition: She was gracious to whomever she spoke. 

whoop (hwōōp, hwòóp, woop, woop; esp. for 2 hoop, 
hddp) /nwuwp, hwup, wuwp, wup; esp. for 2 huwp, 
hup/ n. [count] 1. a loud cry or shout, as of excitement. 
2. a deep inhaling of air with a hollow, gasping sound 
following a fit of coughing. —v. 3. to utter with, or make, 
a loud cry or shout: [no obj]: The kids whooped and 
danced at the good news. (used with quotations]: “Ya- 
hoo!” they whooped, “we're out of here!” —Idiom. 4. 
whoop it up, /nformal. to celebrate noisily. —whoop/er, 
n. [count] 

whoop/ing cough’ (hoo’ping, hòōp/ing) /‘huwpin, 'ho- 
pin/ n. [noncount] a disease that is easily transmitted to 
others, marked by a series of short, gasping coughs fol- 
lowed by a whoop. 

whoosh (hwoosh, hwòósh, woosh, wodsh) /hwuwf, hwof, 
wuwf, wof/ n. [count] 1. a loud, rushing noise, as of air 
or water: With a mighty whoosh the plane roared into the 
sky. —v. [no obj] 2. to move with a whoosh: The car 
whooshed along the highway. 

whopper (hwop/ar, wop/-) /‘hwopar, 'wop-/ n. [count] 
Informal. 1. something uncommonly large: That fish was 
a whopper. 2. a big lie: told whoppers from time to time. 

whop-:ping (hwop/ing, wop/-) /‘hwopin, 'wop-/ adj. In- 
formal, 1. very large; unusually large: a whopping infla- 
tion rate. —adv. 2. extremely; greatly; exceedingly: a 
whopping big lic. 

whore (hôr; often hoor) /hor; often hor/ n. [count] PROS- 
TITUTE, —whor/ish, adj. 

who're (hōō/ər) /‘huwar/ contraction. a shortened form 
of who are: Whore the people at the next table? 

whorl (hwurl, hworl, wûrl, worl) /hwarl, hworl, warl, 
worl/ n. (count) 1. a circular arrangement of similar 
parts, as of leaves. 2. one of the central ridges of a fin- 
gerprint. —whorled, adj. 

who's (hōōz) /huwz/ contraction. a shortened form of 1. 
who is: Who's on first base? 2. who has: Who's received 
a paycheck? 

whose (hdoz) /huwz/ pron. 1. the form of the pronoun 
WHO Or WHICH used to show that something is owned, ap- 
pearing before a noun: She is someone whose faith is 
strong. That's a word whose micaning escapes tric. 2. 
This word is used in questions to mean “the one or ones 
rei ill to what person or persons”: Whose umbrella is 

iati 

who-so-ev-er (hoo/’sō evar) /,huwsow'evar/ pron. who- 
ever. 

why (hwi, wi) /hway, way/ adv., conj., n, pl whys, in- 
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terj —adv. 1. (used to introduce a question) for what 
cause or reason or purpose?: Why do you ask? Why are 
you here? —conj. 2. for what cause or reason: } dont 
know why he left. 3. on account of which: the reason why 
she refused. 4. the reason for which: That is why he re- 
turned. —n. [count] 5. the cause or reason: (to figure out 
the whys and wherefores. —interj. 6. (used to express 
surprise, hesitation, or impatience): Why, go right ahead! 
Why, what do you mean? 

WI, an abbreviation of: Wisconsin. 

wick (wik) /wik/ n. [count] a twist of soft threads that in 
a candle or oil lamp draws up the liquid to be burned. 

wick-ed (wikid) /‘wikid/ adj. 1. morally bad; sinful; evil: 
a wicked witch. 2. playfully mischievous. 3. harmful; dan- 
gerous: wicked, twisting roads. 4. unpleasant; foul: a 
wicked odor. 5. Slang. wonderful; great: has a wicked 
tennis serve. —wick/ed-ly, adv. —wick/ed-ness, n. 
{noncount) 

wick-er (wik/ar) /'‘wikor/ n. 1. [count] a slender, easily 
bent twig that can be shaped to form baskets, furniture, 
etc. 2. [noncount] twigs or sticks bent and woven to- 
gether, used as the material for baskets, chairs, or the 
like; wickerwork. —adj. [before a noun| 3. made of 
wicker; covered with wicker. 

wick-er-ework (wik’ar wrk’) /'wikor,wark/ n. 
count] things or items, as baskets, made of wicker. 

wick-et (wik/it) /‘wikit/ n. [court] 1. a window or open- 
ing, often with a grating, as in a ticket office. 2. a small 
door or gate, esp. one beside or forming part of a larger 
one. 3. (im croquet) a hoop or arch. 4. (in cricket) either 
of the two frameworks at which the bowler aims the ball. 

wide (wid) /wayd/ adj. and adv., wid-er, wid-est. —adj. 
1. of great size or extent from side to side; broad: the 
great wide lands of the prairie. 2. having a certain meas- 
urement from side to side: [after a noun): The doorway 
was only three feet wide. [before a noun, after a number 
of measurement): a three-foot-wide doorway. 3. of great 
range or scope: a wide selection of recordings. 4. fully 
opened: He stared at the teacher with wide eyes. 5. (usu- 
ally: be + ~) far from an aim or goal: That remark is 
wide of the truth. —adv. 6. to the most; fully: The door 
was wide open. 7. away from a target or objective: The 
shot went wide. 8. over a large area: The birds were 
scattered far and wide after the drought. —wide/ly, adv.: 
She is widely known as an expert in management. 
—wide/ness, n. {noncount) 

-wide, suffix. -wide is used to form adjectives with the 
meaning “extending or applying throughout a certain, 
given space,” as mentioned by the noun: community + 
-wide ~ communitywide (= applying to or throughout 
the community); countrywide; worldwide. 

wide’-awake/’, adj. 1. fully awake. 2. alert. 

wide/’-eyed’, adj. having the eyes open wide, as in 
amazement or innocence. 

wid-en (wid/n) /‘waydn/ v. to (cause to) become wide: 
[~ + obj]: The highway crew is widening the road up 
ahead. (no obj): The road widens ahead so that more 
traffic can get through quicker. —wid/en-er, n. [count] 

wide-spread (wid/spred’) /'wayd'spred/ adj. 1. spread 
over a wide area: widespread destruction. 2. occurring or 
found in many places or among many persons: a wide- 
spread belief that he was, in fact, a crook. 

wid-ow (wid/d) /‘widow/ n. [count] 1. a woman whose 
husband has died and who has not remarried. 2. a 
woman who is often left alone because her husband de- 
votes his free time to a hobby or sport: a golf widow. 
—wid/ow-hood,”, n. [noncount) 

widowed (wid/dd) /‘widowd/ adj. 
through the death of a husband. 

wid-ow-er (wid/O ar) /'‘widowar/ n. [count] a man 
whose wife has died and who has not remarried. 

width (width, witth) /wid0, wit0/ n. 1. the size or amount 
of something measured from side to side; breadth: 
(count): a width of sixty feet. [(noncount]: sixty feet in 
width, 2. [court] something, as a piece of cloth, of a par- 
ticular width: She cut a width of silk and began to sew it. 

wield (weld) /wiyld/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to exercise, use, or 
control: They wielded the power in the government. 2. to 
use (a weapon, instrument, etc.) effectively; handle: to 
wicld a sword. —wield/er, n. [count] 

wieener (wé/nar) /'‘wiynor/ n. FRANKFURTER. 

wife (wif) /wayf/ n. (count), pl. wives (wivz) /wayvz/. a 
married woman. —wife/ly, adj. 

wig (wig) /wig/ n. [count] 1. a covering of natural or arti- 
ficial hair for the head. 2. TOUPEE. 

wig-gle (wig’al) /‘wigal/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
move with quick, irregular, side-to-side movements: [~ 


[non- 


being a widow 
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+ obj}: He wiggled his hips while he danced. (no obj): 
Her toes wiggled while she slept. —n. [count] 2. a wig- 
gling movement or motion. —wig/gler, n. (count) 
—wig’egly, adj., -gli-er, -gli-est. 

wig-wam (wig’/wom, -w6m) /‘wigwom, -wom/ n. (count) 
a North American Indian dwelling, often like a rounded 
tent in shape, made with poles and bark, mats, or skins. 

wild (wild) /wayld/ adj., -er, -est, adv., n. —adj. 1. living 
in a state of nature and not tamed: wild anirnals running 
free in the forest. 2. growing or produced without being 
grown and cared for by humans, as flowers; not culti- 
vated: wild flowers. 3. without people living there; not in- 
habited; undeveloped: wild country. 4. not civilized; bar- 
barous; savage: The wild Northinen raided the coasts of 

England. 5. having or showing violence or great strength 
and destruction: a wild storm. 6. characterized by violent 
feelings: a wild look. 7. very excited; frantic: That glarn- 
orons movie star drives him wild. 8. [be + ~) very eager 
or enthusiastic: She's wild about her new job. 9. not dis- 
ciplined; unruly; reckless; uncontrollable: a gang of wild 
boys. 10. not controlled by reason; not held back; un- 
controlled: He had some wild schernes to get rich quick. 
11. wide of one’s aim or goal: a wild pitch. 12. (of a 
card) having its value decided by the wishes of the play- 
ers: Deuces are wild. —ady. 13. in a wild manner: The 
gangs were running wild in the streets. —n. (count) 14. 
Often, wilds. (p/ural] an area of land that has not been 
cultivated; wilderness or wasteland. —wild/ly, adv.: He 
ran off screaming wildly about snakes and demons after 
hin. —wild/ness, n. (noncomnt] 

wild-cat (wild’kat’) /‘wayld kiet/ n., pl -cats, also -cat 
for 1, adj., v., -cat-ted, -cat-ting. —n. [count] 1. a medi- 
um-sized Cat, as the bobcat, related to the domestic cat. 
2. a quick-tempered or savage person. 3. a well that is 
drilled in order to find out if there are deposits of oil or 
gas. —adj. 4. characterized by or proceeding from reck- 
less Or unsound business methods: wildcat stocks. 5. not 
approved of by a labor union: a wildcat strike. —v. 6. to 
search (a particular area) for oil, gas, or ore without a 
good idea whether there are any deposits there: [~ + 
obj): to wildcat an offshore area. {no Obj): He had wild- 
catted for years off in the jungles. 

wil-de-beest (wil/da bést’, vil/-) /wildo,biyst, 'vil-/ m., 
pl. -beests, -beest. GNu. 

wil-der-ness (wil/dar nis) /'wildornis/ n. [count; usually 
singular) a wild, uncultivated region, usually where hu- 
mans do not live. 

wild’-eyed’, adj. 1. having a wild expression in the 
eyes. 2. so extreme as to seem senseless: a wild-eyed 
scheme; a wild-eyed radical politician. 

wild-fire (wild/fier) /‘wayldfay°r/ n. [count] 1. a large fire 
that spreads rapidly and is hard to put out. —Jdiom. 2. 
like wildfire, very rapidly and with unchecked force: The 
rumor spread like wildfire. 

wild-flow-er or wild flower = (wild/flou/ar) 
/'wayld,flawar/ n. [count] the flower of a plant that grows 
wild, or the plant itself. 

wild-fowl (wild/foul’) /‘wayld,fawl/ n. [count], pl. -fowl, 
-fowls. a wild duck, goose, or swan. 

wild’-goose’ chase’, n. [count] a senseless search for 
something that does not exist or that cannot possibly be 
found or obtained: Theyre off on another wild-goose 
chase to see if they can find a replacernent part for that 
foreign Car. 

wild-ing (wil/ding) /‘wayldin/ n. (count) 1. a plant that 
grows wild, as a plant originally cultivated that now grows 
wild. 2. [a wild animal. —aqdj. 3. not cultivated; growing 
wild. 

wild-life (wild/lif”) /‘wayld,layf/ n. (nmoncount] animals 
living in the wild: to protect the environinent and wildlife 
ofa region. 

wild’ oat’, n. (count) 1. a common weedy grass that 
looks like the cultivated oat. 2. sow one’s wild oats, to 
behave in an uncontrolled way, esp. sexually: He said he 
had to sow his wild oats before he settled down to marry. 

wild’ rice’, n. (noncount) 1. a tall grass of N North 
America that grows in water. 2. the edible grain of this 

lant. 

Wild’ West’, n. [proper noun; usually: the + ~} the 
western frontier region of the U.S. before the establish- 
ment of stable government. 

wile (wil) /wayl/ n., v, wiled, wiling. —n. [count] 1. a 
trick meant to fool, trap, or lure another. —v. 2. wile 
away, to while away (time): [~ + away + obj]: to wile 
away the hours lazily in the sun. [~ + Obj + away]: to 
wile the days away. 

wil-ful (wil/fel) /‘wilfal/ adj. wittFut. 


wigwam to win 


will? (wil) /wil/ auxiliary v. and v., pres. will; past would. 
—anixiliary, modal verb. This word is used before the root 
form of the next verb 1. to indicate that the action of that 
verb is going to take place in the future: / will be there 
fornorrow. 2. to express willingness: Nobody wilt help us. 
3. to express a command: You will report to the Principal 
at once, 4. to mean “may be expected or supposed to”: 
You will not have forgotten hiin. 5. to express probability 
or to show what is likely: They will be asleep by this time, 
dont you think? 6. to express customary action: Sle will 
write for hours at a tirne. Boys will be boys. 7. to express 
Capability: This couch will seat four. —v. [~ + obj) 8. to 
wish; like: Take what you will. 

will? (wil) /wil/ n. 1. [noncount) the ability to do actions 
that one is conscious of and that one wishes to do delib- 
erately: the freedom of the will. 2. (count) the power of 
choosing or deciding: a strong will. 3. (count; usually sin- 
gular) wish or desire: He went against his mother’s will. 
4. [noncount] purpose or determination: the will to suc- 
ceed. 5. [noncount) feelings, emotions, or regard toward 
another: She still harbored a tot of ill wilt toward her old 
boss. 6. [count] a legal document stating what will hap- 
pen to one’s possessions or property after one’s death. 
—v. 7. [~ + obj + to + verb] to decide upon or bring 
about by an act of the will: wilted hirnself to get out of 
bed. 8. to give (one’s possessions or property) to (some- 
one) after one’s death; bequeath: [~ + obj + to + obj): 
She willed the silver tea set to her daughter. {~ + obj + 
obj): She willed her the silver tea set. —Idiom. 9. at 
will, as One desires; whenever one chooses: The kids 
were free to wander at will. 

willful (wil’fal) /‘wilfal/ or wilful, adj. 1. deliberate; 
intentional: wilful negligence. 2. unreasonably stubborn, 
determined, or headstrong. —will/ful-ly, adv. —will/ful- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

wil-lies (wil/éz) /‘wiliyz/ n. [phira; the + ~ 
ness; jitters: Heights give him the wilties. 

willing (wiling) /‘wilin/ adj. 1. [be + ~ often-~ + to 
+ verb) consenting; agreeing; inclined: was willing to go 
along with the plan. 2. cheerfully agreeing or enthusiastic 
about doing something; ready: a wilting student. —will/- 
ine-ly, adv. —will’/ingeness, n. (noncount) 

will-o’-the-wisp (wil’a tha wisp’) /'wiloðo'wisp/ n. 
(count) 1. a flickering light seen at night over marshy 
ground, believed to be caused by the burning of marsh 
gas. 2. one that is hard to see or achieve: Peace in that 
embattled part of the world is just a will-o'-the-wisp. 

willow (wil/G) /'wilow/ n. 1. (count) a tree or shrub with 
lance-shaped leaves and tough twigs, used esp. for wick- 
erwork. 2. [noncount] the wood of a willow. 

willow.y (wil/d ē) /‘wilowiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. 1. that 
can be bent easily; pliant; lithe. 2. slender and graceful: 
a willowy dancer. 

will-pow-er or will poweer (wil/pou/ar) /'wil,pawar/ n. 
{noncount) self-control and determination: /t takes will- 
power to train for a marathon race. 

wilely-nilely (wil7é nil7é) /‘wiliy'niliy/ adv. 1. whether 
desired or not. 2. in a disorganized or unplanned man- 
ner; sloppily: The schootkids raced around the room wil- 
ty-nilly. 

wilt’ (wilt) /wilt/ v. 1. to (cause to) become limp and 
drooping, as a flower: [no obj): The plants began to wilt 
in the hot weather. [~ + obj]: The hot weather will wilt 
the plants. 2. [no obj] to lose strength, vigor, or courage: 
Under pressure he would wilt and give up. 

wilt? (wilt) /wilt/ v. Archaic. second pers. sing. pres. in- 
dic. of witt'. 

wiley (wi4lé) /‘wayliy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. crafty; clever in a 
dishonest way; full of wiles; cunning: a wily crook. —wil/- 
iness, n. (NOoncount) 

wimp (wimp) /wimp/ n. [count] Informal. 1. a weak or 
timid person. —v. 2. wimp out, [0 obj) to act like a 
wimp: Dont wimp out on us when we need yon! 
—wimp’/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

win (win) /win/ v., won (wun) /wan/ winening, n. —v. 1. 
to finish first, as in a race Or contest; win a victory in: [~ 
+ Obj): She won the marathon. (no obj): He never wins. 
2. [~ + obj] to be victorious in (a battle, war, etc.): They 
won the war. 3. to achieve by effort, as through hard 
work, Or by competition or luck: [~ + obj]: He won the 
prize. (no obj): We never seem to win. 4. {~ + obj) to 
gain, as by one’s good qualities, hard work, or influence: 
She won the respect of her coworkers. 5. win over, to 
gain the favor, consent, or support of: [~ + obj + over): 
Her arguments eventually won us over. {~ + over + 
obj): She could win over even the most stubborn oppo- 


nervous- 
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nents. —n. [comt] 6. a victory, as in a game, a horse 
race, etc. 

wince (wins) /wins/ v., winced, winceing, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to draw back or move away, as from a blow; 
flinch: / winced as the nurse injected the serum in my 
arm. —n. [count] 2. a wincing movement. 

winch (winch) /wintf/ n. [count] 1. the crank or handle 
of a revolving machine. 2. a device for hoisting or haul- 
ing. 

wind! (n. wind, Literary wind; v. wind) / n. wind, Literary 
waynd; v. wind/ n. 1. air in natural motion, esp. strong 
motion: [count]: high winds. [noncount): occasional 
gusts of wind. 2. winds, [plural] a. wind instruments. b. 
players of such instruments. 3. [moncount] breath or 
breathing: He had to stop running and catch his wind. 4. 
[noncount] a hint: They caught wind of a scandal. 5. 
[noncount] empty talk; mere words: His speech was a lot 
of wind. 6. [nonconnt] gas generated in the stomach and 
intestines. —v. (~ + obj) 7. [usually passive] to make 
short of breath: He was winded after the long race. 
—Idiom. 8. how or which way the wind blows or 
lies, what the tendency or likely direction of events will 
be: Don't take sides in the arguinent just yet; let's wait 
and see which way the wind blows. 9. in the wind, about 
to occur or happen: Change is very definitely in the wind. 
10. take the wind out of one’s sails, to destroy one’s 
confidence or self-assurance. 

wind? (wind) /waynd/ v., wound (wound) /wawnd/ or 
(Rare) wind-ed (win/did) /,wayndid/; wind-ing, n. —v. 1. 
to have or take a curving or twisting course or direction; 
meander: [no obj: The road winds a bit and then 
straightens out. (~ + obj): He wound his way down the 
path. 2. {~ + obj] to wrap, coil, or twine around (some- 
thing): winding thread on a spool. 3. [~ + obj] to 
tighten the spring of: She wound the clock. 4. wind 
down, [n0 obj] a. to bring or come to a gradual end: Af 
ter a busy week the conference began to wind down. b. 
to calm down; relax: You need a vacation in order to 
wind down. 5. wind up, a. to (cause to) come to an end 
or conclusion: [no obj]: The meeting wound up at about 
4:30. [~ + obj + up): Let's wind this meeting up. b. [no 
obj] to arrive in a place or situation as a result of a 
course of action: to wind up in jail. c. to make tense or 
nervous; excite: [~ + up + obj): All the excitement 
wound up the kids. [~ + obj + up): wound theni up so 
much (that) they couldn't sleep. —n. (count) 6. a single 
turn, twist, or bend. —wind/er, n. [count] 

wind-bag (wind’bag’) /‘wind,bwg/ n. [count] a tire- 
somely wordy talker or speaker. 

wind-break (wind/brak’) /'wind,breyk/ n. (count) some- 
thing, as a growth of trees, serving as a shelter from the 
wind and to blunt its force. 

wind-burn (wind/bûrn^) /‘wind,barn/ n. (moncount a 
reddening or inflammation of the skin caused by too 
much exposure to the wind. —wind/burned’, adj. 
wind-chill fac/tor (wind/’chil”) /wind,tfil/ n. (non- 
count) the apparent temperature as it ts felt on the ex- 
posed skin of the human body, resulting from the combi- 
nation of temperature and wind speed. 

wind-ed (win/did) /‘windid/ adj. 1. out of breath. 2. 
(used after an adjective) having wind or breath of a speci- 
fied kind: a long-winded speech. 

wind-fall (wind/fol’) /'wind,fol/ n. [count] an unexpected 
gain or piece of good fortune. 

wind’ in’strument (wind) /wind/ n. (count) a musical 
instrument played by forcing an air current through it, 
esp. the breath, classified as either a brass instrument, 
as the trombone or trumpet, or a woodwind, as the flute 
or Clarinet. 

wind-jam-mer (wind/jam/ər, win/-) 
'win-/ n. [count] a large sailing ship. 
wind-lass (wind/las) /'windləs/ n. (count) a device for 
hauling or hoisting, commonly having a drum-shaped 
cylinder on which a rope attached to the load ts wound. 
wind-emill (wind/mil’) /‘wind,mil/ n. [count] 1. a ma- 
chine for grinding or pumping, usually a building with a 
structure of four sails on the outside that is spun and 
driven by the wind acting on the sails. —v. 2. to (cause 
to) move like a windmill: (m0 obj]: His arms were wind- 
milling. (~ + obj): windinilting his arms. 

win-dow (win/d6) /'window/ s. [count] 1. an opening in 
a building, vehicle, etc., for letting in air or light. See il- 
lustration at HOUSE. 2. such an opening with its frame, 
sashes, and panes of glass. 3. wiNDOWPANE. 4. a period 
of time available or highly favorable for doing something: 
a window of opportunity. 5. a portion of a computer 
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screen on which data can be displayed independent of 
the rest of the screen. 

win’dow box’, n. [cont] a box for growing plants on a 
windowsill. 

win’dow dress/ing, n. [noncount) 1. the art, act, or 
technique of designing and arranging the display win- 
dows of a store. 2. something done just to create a fa- 
vorable impression. 

win-dow-pane (win’d6 pan’) /‘window,peyn/ n. [count] 
a pane of glass for a window. 

win/dow-shop’, v. [no obj], -shopped, -shop-ping. to 
look at articles in store windows without making pur- 
chases. —win/dow shop/’per, n. [count] 

win-dowssill (win’do sil’) /‘window,stl/ n. [count] the sill 
under a window. 

wind-pipe (wind/pip) /‘windpayp/ n. [count] the tube 
through which air passes from the throat to the lungs. 

windeshield (wind’shéld’, win’-) /‘wind,fiyld, 'win-/ n. 
[count] a shield of glass above the dashboard of an au- 
tomobile. 

wind-sock (wind/’sok’) /‘wind,spk/ n. [count] a mounted 
cloth cone that catches the wind to show its direction. 

wind-surf-ing 9 (wind/sir’fing) /'wind,s3rfig/ n. (non- 
count] the sport of riding on a surfboard mounted with a 
sail. 

wind/-swept’ (wind) /wind/ adj. exposed to or blown by 
the wind: the wind-swept coast of New England. 

wind’ tun/nel (wind) /wind/ n. [count] a chamber or 
small room shaped like a tunnel, in which an object, as 
an aircraft, can be studied to determine how it is affected 
by airflow of controlled speed. 

wind-up (wind/up’) /‘waynd,ap/ n. (count) 1. the con- 
clusion of an action or activity. 2. Baseball. the circular 
movement of a pitcher's arm before throwing the ball. 
—adj. (before a noun) 3. made to function by winding an 
inside spring or the like: windup toys. 

wind-ward (wind/ward) /'windword/ adv. 1. toward the 
wind. —adj. 2. of, situated in, or moving toward the di- 
rection from which the wind blows (opposed to leeward). 

windsy (win’dé) /'windiy/ adj., -i-er, -i-est. 1. accompa- 
nied by or having wind: a windy March day. 2. exposed 
to the wind: a windy rnountaintop. 3. characterized by or 
using pompous empty talk: a long, windy speech. 
—wind/ieness, n. [noncount] 

wine (win) /wayn/ n., v., wined, wineing. —n. 1. the fer- 
mented juice of grapes, or sometimes of other fruits, 
used esp. as an alcoholic beverage: [noncount): a glass 
of wine. [count]: red wines. ~—-Idiom. 2. wine and 
dine, [~ + obj] to entertain (someone) lavishly. 

win-ersy (wi/na rē) /'waynoriy/ n. (count), pl -er-ies. an 
establishment where wine is made. 

wing (wing) /win/ n. (count) 1. either of the two limbs or 
similar parts of birds, insects, and bats that are specially 
designed for enabling flight. 2. something, as the vane of 
a windmill, that resembles a wing. 3. one of a pair of 
usually long, flat parts of an aircraft that stick out from its 
body and provide lift. 4. a part of a building that sticks 
out from a central or main part. 5. an often extreme 
group or faction within an organization: the libertarian 
wing of the party. 6. Sports. a position or player on the 
far side of the center, as in hockey. 7. Usually, wings. 
[plural the space at the side of a stage, usually not seen 
by the audience: stood in the wings. —v. 8. to travel on 
or as if on wings: [~ + obj]: Birds wing their way south 
during the winter. (no obj): Birds winging swiftly south. 
9. [~ + obj} to wound in the wing or arm: The rifle shot 
winged him. —Idiom. 10. in the wings, ready to be 
called or put into action: We have a new plan waiting in 
the wings. 11. on the wing, in flight: flying. 12. under 
one’s wing, under one’s protection, training, or Care: 
takes all new trainees under her wing. 13. wing it, to do 
something without preparation; improvise. —winged, 
adj. —wing/less, adj. 

wing-ding (wing/ding’) /'win,dtn/ n. (count) Slang. a 
noisy, exciting party. 

wing-span (wing’span’) /‘win,spwen/ n. (comnt) the dis- 
tance between the wing tips of an airplane or a bird. 

wink (wingk) /wipk/ v. 1. to close and open (one eye) 
quickly, often as a hint or signal: [no obj]: She winked at 
me to let me know she tnderstood. (~ + obj\: He 
winked his eye. 2. to twinkle; gleam on and off: [no obj]: 
A light winked in the distance. [~ + obj]: He winked the 
lights on and off. 3. wink at, [~ + at + obj] to deliber- 
ately ignore (wrongdoing): The police seemed to wink at 
minor vioiations of the law. —n. [count] 4. an act of 
winking. 5. an instant: in the wink of an eye. 6. the least 
bit: She didn't sleep a wink. 
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winener (win/ar) /‘winar/ n. [count] one that wins: victor. 

winening (win/ing) /‘winin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of 
one that wins. 2. Usually, winnings. [plural] something 
won, esp. money. —adj. (usually: before a noun] 3. suc- 
cessful or victorious: a winning team. 4. pleasing or 
pleasant: a winning personality. —win/ninesly, adv. 

winnow (win’d) /‘winow/ v. [~ + obj) 1. to free (grain) 
of chaff with a forced current of air. 2. to separate or dis- 
tinguish (something valuable from something worthless): 
to winnow fact from fiction. —win/now-er, n. [count] 

wineo (wi/nd) /‘waynow/ n. [count], pl. -os. a person who 
is addicted to wine. 

winessome (win’sam) /'winsom/ adj. sweetly or inno- 
cently charming; winning: a winsome youth; a winsome 
smile. —win/somerly, adv. —win’some-ness, n. (non- 
court] 

win-ter (win/tar) /‘wintor/ n. 1. the cold season between 
autumn and spring: [noncount): to ski att winter. (count): 
harsh winters. 2. [noncount] cold weather: a touch of 
winter in the air. —adj. 3. of or relating to winter: winter 
sports. 4. planted in the autumn to be harvested in the 
spring or summer: winter rye. —v. [no obj] 5. to spend 
the winter: to winter in Florida. 

win-ter-ize (win/ta riz’) /‘winto,rayz/ v. [~ + obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to prepare (a house, car, etc.) to withstand 
cold weather: to winterize the house by adding insula- 
tion. 

win-ter-time (win/tar tim’) /‘wrntor,taym/ n. [noncount] 
the season of winter. 

winetry (win’tré) /'wrntriy/ also wintery (win/ta rē) 
/‘wintoriy/ adj., -trier also -iver, -triest also -i-est. 1. 
of or like winter: a cold, wintry day. 2. suggesting winter, 
as in lack of cheer or friendliness: He gave her a wintry 
smite without a hint of kindness. 

win/’-win/, adj. providing an advantage to both sides, as 
in a negotiation: a win-win situation. 

wipe (wip) /wayp/ v., wiped, wip-ing, n. —v. 1. [~ + 
obj] to clean or dry by patting or rubbing: to wipe the 
furniture clean; to wipe the dishes. 2. [~ + obj] to re- 
move by or as if by rubbing: wiped the tears from her 
eyes, Wipe that thought from your mind. 3. wipe out, a. 
to destroy completely: [~ + out + obj]: They wiped ont 
the supply depots. [~ + obj + out): The crews wiped 
therin out. b. to murder: [~ + out + obj]: to wipe out 
his gangland rivals. [~ + obj + out]: to wipe them out. 
=n. [count] 4. an act of wiping. —wip/er, n. [count] 

wire (wi°r) /way®r/ n., adj., v., wired, wiring. —n. 1. a 
thin, slender, threadlike piece of metal: [noncount): a 
piece of wire. [count]: copper wires. 2. [count] a length 
of such metal used to conduct current in electrical, cable, 
telegraph, or telephone systems. 3. a. [count] a tele- 
gram: Send him a wire. b. [noncount] a telegraphic sys- 
tem: Send the message by wire. 4. [count] the finish line 
of a racetrack. —adj. [before a noun] 5. made of wire. 
—v. 6. [~ + obj] to equip or furnish with wire: fo wire a 
building with new electrical outlets. 7. to send (a mes- 
sage) to (someone) by telegraph: [~ + obj + to + obj]: 
to wire a message to headquarters. [~ + obj + obj): to 
wire her the news. [~ (+ obj) + that clause]: to wire 
(her) that she won the prize. 8. [~ + obj] to connect (a 
receiver, neighborhood, or building) to a television cable 
and other equipment so that cable television programs 
may be received. 9. [~ + obj] to connect (a room, tele- 
phone, etc.) to equipment so as to enable listening to or 
recording conversations secretly; to bug: The spies as- 
sumed (that) their house was wired. ——Idiom. 10. 
down to the wire, to the very last moment or the very 
end. 11. under the wire, just within the limit or dead- 
line. 

wired (wierd) /way®rd/ adj. 1. equipped, secured, 
strengthened, or supported with wires: The house is 
wired for cable. 2. Slang. tense with excitement or antici- 
pation. A 

wire-less (wi/*r lis) /‘way®rlis/ adj. 1. having no wire. 
—n. [count] 2. Chiefly Brit. a radio. 

wire’ serv/ice, n. [count] an agency or business that 
sends news stories by wire to its customers. 

wire-tap (wi/*r tap’) /‘way°r,tep/ n., v., -tapped, -tap- 
ping. —n. [count] 1. an act or instance of making a se- 
cret connection to a telephone or telegraph wire in order 
to intercept conversations and gain information. —v. 2. 
to listen in on by means of a wiretap: [~ + obj): to wire- 
tap conversations; to wiretap a phone. [no obj): The de- 
tectives were busy wiretapping. —Wire’tap’per, n. 
(count) 

wiring (wir ing) /‘way®rtg/ n. [noncount] a system of 
electric wires, as in a building. 
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wirey (wi/°r &) /'way°riy/ adj., -i-er, -ivest. 1. resembling 
wire. 2. (of a person's body) lean, supple, and strong. 
—wir/ieness, n. (noncount) 

Wis. or Wisc., an abbreviation of: Wisconsin. 

wissdom (wiz/dam) /'wizdom/ n. [noncount] the quality 
or state of being wise. 

wis’/dom tooth’, n. [count] the third molar, a tooth in 
the back of the mouth, on each side of the upper and 
lower jaws. 

wise’ (wiz) /wayz/ adj., wiseer, wis-est, v., wised, wis» 
ing. —adj. 1. having or showing understanding and good 

judgment: a wise decision. [t + be + ~(+ of + obj) + 
to + verb]: It was not very wise of hirn to be rude. 2. 
having or showing deep knowledge or learning. —v. 3. 
wise up, Slang. to (cause to) become aware; to (cause 
to) learn correct or right information: [no obj]: He finally 
wised up to what they were doing to him. [~ + obj + 
up|: They wised him up to what they were doing. 
—lIdiom. 4. be or get wise to, Slang. to be or become 
aware of; learn: He is wise to our plans. 5. get wise, 
Slang. to become presumptuous or impertinent. 
—wise/ly, adv. —-Related Words. wise is an adjective, 
WISDOM iS a noun, WISELY is an adverb: She is a wise 
shopper. She has a tot of wisdorn for her age. They spent 
their money wisely. 

wise? (wiz) /wayz/ n. [count] way; manner: /n no wise is 
it true. 

-wise, suffix. 1. -wise is used to form adjectives and ad- 
verbs with the meaning “in a particular manner, position, 
or direction”: clockwise (= moving in a direction like the 
hands of a clock). 2. -wise is also used to form adverbs 
with the meaning “with reference to”: Timewise we can 
finish the work, but qualitywise, I’m not so sure. 

wise-a-cre (wiz/a/kar) /'wayz,cykor/ Nn. SMART ALECK. 

wise-crack (wiz/krak’) /‘wayz,krak/ n. [count] 1. a 
clever, sarcastic, or impolite remark. —v. [no obj] 2. to 
make a wisecrack. 

wise’ guy’, n. [count] Informal. a person who pretends 
to know more than he or she does; smart aleck. 

wish (wish) /wif/ v. [not: be + ~-ing] 1. to want; desire: 
[~ + to + verb]: I wish to stay here. [~ + obj + to + 
verb]: | wish him to obey. 2. to desire (a person or thing) 
to be as stated, even if it is impossible: [~ + obj (+ to 
+ be) + adjective]: We wished the matter (to be) settled. 
[~ + ( that) clause]: We wished that the matter would be 
settled. 3. [no obj; (~ + for)] to express a hope or de- 
sire for: She closed her eyes and wished for peace on 
earth. 4. [~ + obj + obj] to bid, as in greeting: / wished 
her a good morning. 5. wish on, a. [often with a nega- 
tive word or phrase; ~ + obj + on + obj) to pass or de- 
sire to pass (something unwanted or bad) to another: / 
wouldn't wish this awfut weather on my worst enemy. b. 
Also, wish upon. to use as a magical charm while mak- 
ing a wish: fo wish upon a star. —n. [count] 6. an act or 
instance of wishing. 7. something wished or desired: Her 
last wish was to see her home country. 8. a request or 
command: /t was his wish that she become the new 
boss. —wish/er, n. [count] 

wish-bone (wish’b6n) /'‘witfbown/ n. [count] a forked or 
V-shaped bone found in front of the breastbone in most 
birds. 

wishful (wish/fal) /‘wiffal/ adj. based on a wish rather 
than reality: wishful thinking. —wish/fulely, adv. 
—wish/fuleness, n. [(noncoint) 

wish-y-washry (wish’é wosh/é, -w6’shé) /'wrfiy,wofiy, 
-,wofiy/ adj. lacking strength or character; ineffectual: a 
wishy-washy teader. —wishey-wash:i-ly (wish’é wosh/a- 
lē, -w6/sha-) /'wifiy,wofaliy, -,wofo-/ adv. —wish/y- 
wash/i-ness, n. [noncount) 

wisp (wisp) /wisp/ n. [count] 1. a small bundle of straw 
or hay. 2. a thin lock of hair. 3. a thin puff or streak, as 
of smoke. 4. a person or thing that is small or delicate. 
—wisp’y, adj., -icer, -i-est. 

wis-terriea (wi stēr/ē ə) /wi'stroriyo/ also wisetar-iea 
(wi stér/-, -star/-) /wi'stior-, -'steor-/ n. [count], pl. -rieas. 
a Climbing shrub with flower clusters in white, pale pur- 
ple, blue-violet, or pink. 

wistful (wist/fal) /'wrstfol/ adj. having or showing 
thoughtful, sometimes sad, wishing or longing: a wistfut 
look. —wist/fulely, adv. —wist/ful-ness, n. (noncount) 

wit? (wit) /wit/ n. 1. [noncount] keen intelligence; astute- 
ness. 2. [noncount] quickness; cleverness: He lacked the 
wit to respond in time. 3. [count] a person having or 
noted for being amusingly clever. 4. Usually, wits. [ph1- 
ral) a. the ability to think quickly and clearly; resource- 
fulness; ingenuity: /n a crisis he’s able to keep his wits 
about him. b. mental faculties; senses: scared out of her 
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wits. —-Idiom. 5. at one’s wit's or wits’ end, drained 
or empty of all ideas or mental resources. 

wit? (wit) /wit/ v., wist (wist) /wist/ wit-ting. —-Idiom. 
to wit, [170 obj] that is to say; namely: spoke several lan- 
guages, to wit, English, French, Spanish, German, and 
Japanese. 

witch (wich) /witf/ n. [count] 1. a person who is be- 
lieved to practice magic, esp. black magic. 2. an ugly or 
nasty woman. —witch/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

witch-craft (wich/kraft’) /‘witf,kraft/ n. [noncount] the 
art or practices of a witch; magic, esp. evil magic; sor- 
cery. 

witch’ doc’tor, n. [count] a person in some societies 
who uses magic, esp. to cure illness. 

witch’ hunt’, n. [count] an intense, often highly public 
effort to discover and expose someone who is thought to 
be disloyal or subversive usually on the basis of slight or 
doubtful evidence. 

with (with, with) /wi0, wid/ prep. 1. accompanied by: / 
will go with you. 2. in relation to: She has already dealt 
with the problem. 3. characterized by or having: a per- 
son with initiative. 4. by means of; using: [1 cut the meat 
with a knife. 5. in a manner showing: He worked with dil- 
igence. 6. in comparison to: How does their plan com- 
pare with ours? 7. in regard to: They were very pleased 
with the gift. 8. owing to; because of; in light of: He was 
shaking with rage. 9. from: She hated to part with her 
book when it was bedtime. 10. against: Don't fight with 
your sister. 11. in the keeping of: We lef our cat with a 
friend during our vacation. 12. in the judgment of: Her 
argument carried weight with the trustees. 13. at the 
same time as or immediately after: With that last remark, 
she left. 14. of the same opinion as or, in any case, sup- 
porting: Are you with me on this issue? 15. in the same 
household as: He lives with his parents. —-Idiom. 16. 
with it, aware of and participating in up-to-date trends. 
—Usage. See BY. 

with-draw (with dr6’, with-) /wid'dro, wi0-/ v., -drew, 
-drawn, -draw-ing. 1. to draw back, away, to the side, 
or aside: [~ + obj]: The general withdrew his army. (no 
obj): He withdrew to another room. 2. [~ + obj] to re- 
move, retract, or recall: / withdraw my objection to your 
proposal. 3. to remove oneself from participation, as in 
an activity: [no obj]: He withdrew from the contest. [~ + 
obj): He withdrew himself from the contest. 4. [~ + obj] 
to take (money) from a place of deposit. 

with-draweal (with drd/al, with-) /wid'droal, wi8-/ n. 1. 
the act of withdrawing or state of being withdrawn: 
[count]: a sudden withdrawal. [noncount): a feeling of 
emotional withdrawal. 2. [count] something that is with- 
drawn, as a sum of money from a bank account. 3. 
[noncount] the discontinuance of use of an addictive 
drug: suffering from withdrawal. 

with-drawn (with drén/, with-) /wid'dron, wi0-/ v. 1. pp. 
of witHoRAW. —adj. 2. removed, as from circulation, 
content, or competition. 3. shy; introverted; retiring: a 
quiet, withdrawn child. 

with-er (with’ar) /‘widor/ v. 1. to (cause to) shrivel or 
fade: [no obj): The plants are withering in the heat. [~ + 
obj): The heat has withered the entire corn crop. 2.[~ + 
obj] to render powerless; stun: She withered him with a 
scornful look. —with/er-ing-ly, adv.: She looked at him 
witheringly. 

with-hold (with hold’, with-) /wid'howld, wid-/ v. [~ + 
obj), -held, -hold-ing. 1. to hold back; restrain or check. 
2. to keep from giving or granting: He withheld his sup- 
port of the project. 3. to collect (taxes) at the source of 
income, esp. as a deduction from salary or wages. 
—with-hold/ing, n. (noncount] 

with-in (with in’, with-) /wid'in, wi0-/ prep. 1. in or into 
the interior of; inside: The noise came from within the 
house. 2. in the limits of; not beyond: to live within one’s 
incotne. 3. in the field, sphere, or scope of: within the 
family; not within my power. —adv. 4. in or into an inte- 
rior or inner part: They proceeded within. 5. in the mind, 
heart, or soul; inwardly: listening to the voice within. 

with-out (with out’, with-) /wid'awt, wi0-/ prep. 1. with 
no or none of; lacking: He did it without help. 2. free 
from; excluding: a world without hunger. 3. not accom- 
panied by: Don't go without me. 4. at, on, or to the out- 
side of: both within and without the city. —adv. 5. out- 
side. 6. outdoors. 7. lacking something implied or 
understood: For years tliey were too poor and simply had 
to go without. 

with-stand (with stand’, with-) /wil'stand, wid-/ v. [~ 
+ obj), -stood, -stand-ing. to resist or Oppose, esp. Suc- 
cessfully: / could hardly withstand the pain. 
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wit-less (wit/las) /‘witlos/ adj. lacking wit or intelligence; 
stupid. —wit/less-ly, adv. 

witness (wit/nis) /‘witnis/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to see, hear, 
or know by personal presence and experience: to witness 
a crime. 2. to be present at and show this by writing 
one’s signature: He witnessed her will. —n. 3. [count] a 
person who has witnessed something, esp. one who is 
able to declare what has taken place: a witness to the ac- 
cident. 4. [count] a person who gives testimony, as in a 
court of law. 5. [noncount] something serving as evi- 
dence: His lined, gray face is witness to his suffering. 

wit-ted (wit/id) /'‘witid/ adj. having wit or intelligence: 
quick-witted,; stow-witted. 

witticism (wil/a siz’am) /'wita,sizom/ n. [count] a 
witty, clever, or funny remark. 

wit-ting-ly (wit/ing le) /‘witinliy/ adv. with awareness; 
with full knowledge: wittingly told a lie. 

witety (wit/é) /'witiy/ adj., -tieer, -tieest. having or 
showing wit; amusingly clever: a witty fellow; a witty re- 
mark. —wit-tiely (wit/l €) /‘witliy/ adv. —wit/tieness, n. 
(noncourt) 

wives (wivz) /wayvz/ n. pl. of wire. 

wizeard (wiz/ərd) /‘wizord/ n. [count] 1. a magician or 
sorcerer. 2. a person of amazing skill, ability, or accom- 
plishment: She's a wizard at chemistry. wizeardery 
(wizfar dré) /‘wizardriy/ n. [noncount] 

wiz-ened (wiz’and, wé/zand) /'wizond, 'wiyzond/ adj. 
withered; shriveled; showing or having lines in the skin, 
as from age. 

wk., an abbreviation of: 1. week. 2. work. 

wkly., an abbreviation of: weekly. 

WNW, an abbreviation of: west-northwest. 

w/o, an abbreviation of: without. 

wob-ble (wob/al) /‘wobol/ v., -bled, -bling, n. —v. 1. [no 
obj] to move unsteadily with a side-to-side motion: The 
unbalanced wheel wobbled as he drove slowly to the re- 
pair shop. 2. to (cause to) be unsteady; (cause to) trem- 
ble: [70 obj]: The table wobbled on its uneven legs. [~ 
+ obj]: The champ wobbled his opponent with the next 
punch. 3. [no obj] to be undecided or change one’s 
mind too readily; vacillate; waver: The president wobbled 
on the question of higher taxes. —n. [count] 4 a wob- 
bling movement. —wob/bly, adj., -bli-er, -blivest: feel- 
ing a little wobbly after having the flu. —wob/bli-ness, n. 
(noncount) 

woe (wo) /wow/ n. 1. [noncount] great distress or trou- 
ble: a life of woe. 2. [count] a cause of such distress or 
trouble; an affliction: the woes of life. 

woe-be-gone’ (wō/bi gon’, -gon’) /‘wowbi,gon, -,gon/ 
adj. expressing or showing woe; showing sadness from 
distress or trouble; forlorn: a woebegone look on his 
face. 

woeful (w6/fal) /‘wowfal/ adj. 1. full of woe; wretched: 
a woeful situation in the war-torn country. 2. affected 
with, characterized by, or causing woe: the woeful news 
of the tragedy. 3. of poor quality; awful; terrible; deplora- 
ble: a woeful bunch of job applicants. —woe/ful-ly, adv.: 
a woefully inadequate diet. —woe/ful-ness, n. Inon- 
count] 

wok (wok) /wok/ n. [count] a large bowl-shaped pan 
used esp. in cooking Chinese food. 

woke (wok) /wowk/ v. a pt. of wake. 

wok-en (w0/kon) /‘wowkon/ v. a pp. of wake!. 

wolf (wòlf) /wolf/ n. [count], pl. wolves (wòólvz), v., 
wolfed, wolf-ing. —n. [count] 1. a meat-eating animal 
resembling and related to the dog. 2. a cruel, thieving, 
greedy person. 3. a man who tries to lure women into 
romantic relationships. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to eat very 
greedily or quickly; devour with great haste: He wolfed 
(down) his food. —Idiom. 5. cry wolf, to give a false 
alarm: The boy cried wolf so many times no one believed 
him when a real emergency arose. 6. wolf in sheep’s 
clothing, [count] a person who hides evil beneath an in- 
nocent outer appearance. —wolf/ish, adj. 

wolf-hound (wodlf/hound’) /'wolf,hawnd/ n. [count] a 
large dog that was once used in hunting wolves. 

wolf-ram (w60/fram) /'wofram/ n. TUNGSTEN. 

wol versine (wodl’va rén’) /wolvo'riyn/ n. [count] a 
strong, stocky Northern Hemisphere animal of the weasel 
family. 

womean (woom/an) /'womon/ n., pl. womeen (wim/in) 
/'wimin/. 1. [count] an adult female person. 2. [count] a 
female servant or attendant. 3. [noncount] women 
thought of as a group; womankind. 4. [noncount] 
feminine nature, Characteristics, or feelings. —adj. [be- 
fore a noun) 5. female: a woman plumber; a woman as- 
tronant. 
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-woman, suffix. -woman is used to form nouns with the 
meaning “involving a woman; a woman in the role of:” 
chairwoman; spokeswoman. 

wom-an-hood (woom/san hddd’) /'womon,hod/ n. [ron- 
count] 1. the state or time of being a woman. 2. tradi- 
tional womanly qualities. 3. women thought of as a 
group. 

womeaneish (woom/ea nish) /'‘wumoa nif/ adj. 1. charac- 
teristic of or like a woman. 2. (of a man) weakly femi- 
nine; effeminate. 

womean-ize (woom/a niz’) /‘wuma,nayz/ v. [no obj], 
-ized, -iz-ing. to chase after women regularly. —wom/- 
an-iz’er, n. [court] 

womeanekind (woom/en kind’) /‘womon,kaynd/ n. [non- 
count] women thought of as a group and as distin- 
guished from men. 

womeanslike (woom/an lik’) /'wumon,layk/ adj. wom- 
anly. 

womeansly (wooni/an lē) /'womanliy/ adj. having quali- 
ties traditionally thought of as being typical of women; 
feminine. —wom/an-li-ness, n. (noncoint] 

womb (woom) /wuwm/ n. [count] 1. uterus. 2. the place 
in which something is formed or produced: The labora- 
tory was the womb of new discoveries. 

wom-bat (won/bat) /'‘wombit/ n. [count] a burrowing, 
plant-eating Australian animal about the size of a badger. 

wom-en-folk (wim/in fOk’) /‘wimin,fowk/ also wom/- 
en-folks’, n. [plura women thought of as a group. 

women’s libera/’tion, n. [noncount] a political move- 
ment to gain rights and opportunities for women equal to 
those of men. —wom/en’s libera/tionist, n. [count] 
won (wun) /wan/ v. pt. and pp. of win. 

woneder (wun/dor) /'wandor/ v. 1. to think about and 
ask oneself about something; to be curious about; spec- 
ulate: [no obj]: says he didn't do it, but I still wonder. {~ 
+ clause): | wonder what she’s doing tonight. 2. (no obj] 
to be filled with awe or amazement; be stunned; marvel: 
| have often wondered at her cleverness. 3. [~ + clause] 
This word is sometimes used to introduce a request: / 
wonder tf you would help me. —n. 4. [(noncount] a feel- 
ing of amazement, puzzled interest, or reverent admira- 
tion: We were filled with wonder when we saw the great 
cathedral. 5. [count] a cause of surprise, astonishment, 
or admiration: one of the wonders of the ancient world. 
—adj. [before a noun] 6. being very good or amazing in 
effect or ability: a new wonder drug. 

won-der-ful (wun/der fal) /‘wandarfal/ adj. 1. excellent; 
marvelous: a wonderful day; a wonderful time at the 
party. 2. causing wonder; extraordinary: a scene wonder- 
ful to behold. —won/der-ful-ly, adv. —won/der-ful- 
ness, n. [noncount) 

won-der-land (wun/der land’) /wandor,land/ n. 1. 
(noncount) an imaginary land of wonders or marvels. 2. 
[count] a scene or place of special beauty or delight: The 
park was a wonderland of nature. 

won-der-ement (wun/’dar mant) /'wandarmont/ n. [non- 
count] an expression, Cause, or state of wonder. 

won-drous (wun/dras) /'wandras/ adj. wonderful; re- 
markable. —won/drous-ly, adv. 

wont (wont, wont, wunt) /wont, wownt, want/ adj. [be + 
~ + to + verb] 1. accustomed; used: She is wont to rise 
at dawn. —n. [noncount; one’s + ~] 2. custom; habit: /t 
was his wont to swim every day. 

won't (wont) /wownt/ contraction. a shortened form of 
will not. 

won ton or wonton (won’ ton’) /'won, ton/ n. [count] 
a Chinese dumpling filled with pieces of pork and sea- 
sonings and boiled and served in soup. 

WOO (woo) /wuw/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to seek the love of, 
esp. with a view to marriage: He wooed his lady love. 2. 
to seek or invite: to woo fame. 3. to seek to persuade (a 
person, group, etc.), as to do something: The new tax 
plan was not enough to woo the voters to change their 
vote. —woo/er, n. [count] 

wood (wood) /wod/ n. 1. the hard, fiberlike substance 
that makes up most of the stem and branches of a tree 
or shrub beneath the bark: [noncount): fine, hard wood. 
[count]: different hard woods. 2. [noncount] timber or 
lumber. 3. [noncount] firewood. 4. [count] Often, 
woods. [plural] a thick growth of trees; forest: a wood in 
the valley. 5. [count] any of a set of four golf clubs that 
originally had wooden heads. —adj. [before a noun] 6. 
made of wood; wooden. 7. used to store, work with, or 
carry wood. 8. dwelling or growing in woods. —Idiom. 
9. out of the woods, no longer in a dangerous, critical, 
or difficult situation or condition; safe: The country is not 
out of the woods yet; a worse crisis awaits 1s. 
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wood-chuck (wodd/chuk’) /'wud,tfak/ n. [count] a 
stocky North American animal that burrows in holes and 
hibernates in the winter. Also called groundhog. 

wood-cut-ter (wodd’kut/ar) /'‘wod,katar/ n. [count] a 
person who cuts down trees, esp. for firewood. —wood/- 
cutting, n. [noucount] 

wood-ed (wédd/id) /'wodid/ adj. covered with woods or 
trees. 

wooden (wodd/n) /'wodn/ adj. 1. made of wood: a large 
wooden crate. 2. stiff, ungainly, or awkward: walking with 
slow, wooden steps. 3. lacking life, spirit, or animation; 
dull; spiritless: gave a wooden answer to the question. 
—wood/en-ly, adv. —wood/en-ness, n. [noncount] 

wood-land (wodd/tand’, -land) /'wud,lend, -lond/ n. 
land covered with woods or trees: [noncount): healthy 
woodland. (count): beautiful woodlands. 

wood-peck-er (wddd/pek’er) /‘wud,pekar/ n. [count] a 
climbing bird with a bill like a chisel that it hammers re- 
peatedly into wood of trees in search of insects. 

woods-man (wòódz/mən) /'‘wudzmoan/ also wood/man. 
n. [count], pl. -men. Also, woodman. a person who is 
accustomed to life in the woods and skilled in the arts of 
the woods. 

woods-y (wddd/zé) /'wudziy/ adj., -iver, -i-est. of or 
suggesting woods: a woodsy area near the town. 

wood-wind (wéddd/wind’) /'wod,wind/ n. [count] 1. a 
musical wind instrument in which sound is produced by 
the player’s blowing through a mouth hole or on a reed, 
causing an air column to vibrate, as a flute, clarinet, 
oboe, or bassoon. 2. woodwinds, [plural] the section of 
an orchestra or band comprising these instruments. 

woodwork (wddd/wirk’) /'wod,w3rk/ n. [noncount] 1. 
objects or parts made of wood, as furniture. 2. interior 
wooden fittings, as doors or moldings, in a house. 
——Idiom. 3. come out of the woodwork, to emerge 
from or as if from a hiding place: Suddenly all sorts of 
volunteers started coming out of the woodwork. 
—wood/work/er, n. [count] 

wood-work-ing (wddd/wir/king) /‘wud,w3rkin/ n. [non- 
count] 1. the act or art of making things with wood. 
—adj. [before a noun] 2. of, relating to, or used for shap- 
ing wood: woodworking tools. 

wood-y (wédod/é) /'wudiy/ adj., -i-er, -iest. 1. having 
many woods or a great deal of wooded area; wooded. 2. 
made of or containing wood. 3. resembling wood. 
—wood/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

woof’ (woof, woof) /wuf, wuwf/ n. [noncount] 1. the 
threads that lace at right angles with the warp in a woven 
fabric. 2. texture; fabric. 

woof? (woof) /wuf/ n. [count] 1. the bark of a dog, esp. 
when gruff and low-pitched. —v. [no obj] 2. to make this 
sound. 

woof-er (wodf/ar) /'wufor/ n. [count] a loudspeaker de- 
signed to reproduce low-frequency sounds. 

wool (wool) /wol/ n. [noncount] 1. the fine, soft, curly 
hair that forms the fleece of some animals, esp. sheep. 
2. yarn, a fabric, or a garment of wool. 3. something re- 
sembling the wool of sheep: steel wool. ——Idiom. 4. 
pull the wool over someone’s eyes, to deceive or de- 
lude someone. 

wool-en (wool’an) /'wulon/ adj. 1. of, made of, or con- 
sisting of wool. —n. 2. woolens, [plural] wool cloth or 
clothing. Also, esp. Brit., woollen. 

wool-gath-er-ing (wodl/gath’ar ing) /wol,gxdorin/ n. 
(noncount] thinking idly; daydreaming, or not paying at- 
tention to one’s surroundings. 

wool-ly or wooley (w6édl/é) /'woliy/ adj., -liser or -i-er, 
-lest or -i-est, n., pl. -lies or -ies. —adj. 1. of or resem- 
bling woot. 2. covered with wool or something resem- 
bling it. 3. rough, lively, and disorderly: a wild and woolly 
frontier town. 4. unclear; disorganized: woolly thinking. 
—n. [count] 5. Western U.S. a sheep. 6. Also, wool/ie. 
Usually, woollies or woolies. [plural] a piece of clothing 
made of wool, esp. a knitted undergarment. —wool/li- 
ness, n. [noncount] 

wooz-y (w00/zē, wòōóz/ē) /'wuwziy, 'wuziy/ adj., -ier, 
-iest. 1. confused; muddled: / was a little woozy from 
lack of sleep. 2. dizzy, faint, or nauseated: She felt woozy 
from the heat of the sun. —woozeirly (woo/za lē, wo6z/- 
a-) /'wuwzoliy, 'wozə-/ adv. —wooz’ieness, n. Unon- 
count] 

word (wird) /w3rd/ n. 1. [count] a unit of a language, 
consisting of one or more spoken sounds or their written 
representation and functioning as a carrier of meaning: 
“A,” “bicycle,” “won't,” and “speedy” are words in English. 
2. words, [plural] a. verbal expression: to express one’s 
emotions in words. b. the text or lyrics of a song: / like 
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the tune, but the words seem silly. c. a quarrel: We had 
words and slie left angrily. 3. [count) a short talk: asked 
to have a word with me before I left. 4. [count] some- 
thing said; an expression or utterance: a word of warn- 
ing. 5. [ones + ~) assurance or promise: He gave his 
word (that) he'd be on time. 6. [noncount] news; infor- 
mation: When did you receive word of his death? 7. 
[count] a verbal signal, as a password: Say the secret 
word and Ill open the door. 8. [count] a command that 
has authority: When the sergeant gives the word, begin 
firing. 9. [count] a string of bits of a certain length 
treated as a unit for storage and processing by a com- 
puter. 10. (used to form a usually humorous expression 
by combining with the initial letter of a taboo or suppos- 
edly taboo word): Taxes are the politicians’ dreaded T- 
word. —v. [~ + obj] 11. to express in words: See if you 
can word this statement more clearly. —Idiom. 12. be 
as good as one’s word, [mo obj] to do what one has 
promised. 13. eat one’s words, to take back one’s 
statement: He thinks we wont finish on time; lets make 
him eat his words by finishing early! 14. in a word, in 
short: In a word, we're bankrupt. 15. in so many words, 
in terms that are completely clear and say exactly what is 
meant; explicitly: She didn't say so in so many words, but 
I think she likes you. 16. of few words, not talkative: a 
man of few words. 17. of many words, talkative; wordy. 
18. put in a (good) word for, [~ + obj] to speak favor- 
ably on behalf of. 19. take (someone) at one’s word, 
[take + obj + at + one’s + — to believe (someone) to 
be telling the truth. 20. take the words out of some- 
one’s mouth, to say exactly what another person was 
about to say. 

word-age (wir/dij) /‘wardid3/ n. [noncount) 1. words 
thought of as a group. 2. number of words: a document 
with high wordage. 3. choice of words; wording. 

word-ing (wir/ding) /'wardin/ n. [count] choice of 
words; phrasing: The wording of the new law is unclear. 

word’ of mouth’, n. [nmoncount] oral communication 
as Opposed to written: The rumor spread rapidly by word 
of mouth. 

wordplay (wurd/pla’) /'ward,pley/ n. [noncount] witty 
or clever use of words. 

word’ proc’essing, n. [noncount] the automated pro- 
duction and storage of documents using computers, 
electronic printers, and text-editing software. —word/ 
proc’essor, n. [count] 

wordey (wir/dé) /'wardiy/ adj., -ier, -ivest. showing or 
making use of too many words; verbose: a wordy speech. 
—word/i-ness, n. [noncount] 

wore (wor) /wor/ v. pt. of WEAR. 

work (wurk) /wark/ n., adj., v, worked or (Archaic ex- 
cept in some senses, esp. 21, 22) wrought (rôt) /rot/; 
work-ing. —n. 1. [noncount] the use of effort or action 
to produce or accomplish something; labor: Cleaning 
that whole house is a lot of work. 2. [poncount] a task or 
something to do or be done: The students finished their 
work in class. 3. [noncount] productive activity, esp. a 
job or employment: He's been looking for work ever 
since he graduated. 4. [noncount] a place of employ- 
ment: Don't phone me at work. 5. [noncount] something 
on which work is being or is to be done: / have enough 
work here on my desk to last all month. 6. the result of 
exertion, labor, or activity, as a building, book, work of 
art, etc.: [count)}: the collected works of Robert Louis Ste- 
venson; Bach's musical works. [noncount): a shoemaker 
who takes pride in his work. 7. [count] something, as a 
wall, built as a means of fortification: an earthen work 
built as a barrier. 8. works, a. [count] a place or estab- 
lishment for manufacturing: (singular; used with a singu- 
lar verb]: A new Steel works is to be built there. (plural; 
used with a plural verb): The steel works are not yet 
built. b. (plural; used with a plural verb] the working 
parts of a machine: Tlie works of the watch are broken. 
9. [noncomnt] Physics. the transfer of energy measured 
by multiplying the amount of force by the distance 
through which it acts. 10. the works, [plural] a. every- 
thing: Sle wants a hamburger with the works: pickles, 
cheese, tomatoes, and onions. b. unpleasant or nasty 
treatment: Sle gave liini the works for betraying her. 
—adj. [before a nom) 11. of, for, or concerning work: 
work clothes. —v. 12. [no obj] to do work: The mechanic 
had to work for two hours on that car. 13. to be em- 
ployed (at): [no obj]: She works at a factory. [~ + obj): 
He's working two jobs. 14. [~ + obj] to cause to work: 
That new boss works liis ernployees hard. 15. [~ + obj] 
to use or operate (an apparatus, machine, etc.): She 
works a gigantic stear press machine. 16. [ro obj] to 
be functional, as a machine; operate: He got the machine 
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to work again. 17. [no obj] to prove effective: This plan 
works. 18. to (cause to) come to be, as by repeated 
movement: [no obj]: The nails worked loose. [~ + obj]: 
The nails worked themselves loose. 19. to have an effect 
(On), aS On a person’s feelings: [no obj]: Dont try tears 
and crying; that doesn't work on him. [~ + obj]: Diet 
and exercise worked wonders on him. 20. [~ + obj] to 
cause a strong emotion in: That speaker is able to work 
crowds into a frenzy. 21. [~ + obj] to bring about by or 
as if by work: to work a change for the better. 22. [~ + 
obj] to make or fashion by work: to work a piece of 
sculpture with one’s hands. 23. to make (one’s way) with 
effort: [~ + obj]: We worked our way slowly through the 
crowd. [no obj): We worked slowly through the crowd. 
24. [~ + obj] to carry on business, etc., operations in (a 
place or region): He worked the Atlantic Coast for sales 
and advertising. 25. work in or into, [~ + obj + in/into 
+ obj] to include after some effort: Try to work me into 
your schedule. 26. work off, to get rid of: [~ + off + 
obj): to work off a few pounds by exercising. [~ + obj + 
off}: to work a few pounds off by exercising. 27. work 
on, [~ + on + obj] to try to influence or persuade: He 
tried to work on them to drop the lawsuit. 28. work out, 
a. to solve, as a problem: [~ + out + obj): to work outa 
problem between friends. [~ + obj + out]: We can work 
it out. b. to arrive at by or as if by calculation: [~ + out 
+ obj]: to work out a new schedule. [~ + obj + out]: to 
work a new schedule out with the boss. c. to prove effec- 
tive or suitable: [no obj]: Their marriage just didn't work 
out. [~ + obj + out): Things have a way of working 
themselves out. d. [no obj] to amount: The bill works out 
to almost fifty dollars each, including (the) tip. e. [no obj] 
to exercise or train, esp. in an athletic sport. 29. work 
over, a. to study or examine carefully or thoroughly: [~ 
+ over + obj): The accountant worked over the figures. 
[~ + obj + over]: to work the figures over. b. to beat or 
hurt (someone) completely, fiercely, etc.: [~ + over + 
obj]: The gang worked over their latest victim and left 
him dying in the street. [~ + obj + over]: They really 
worked him over. 30. work through, [~ + through + 
obj] to deal with successfully: fo work through one’s 
problems. 31. work up, a. to stir the feelings of; excite: 
[~ + up + obj]: to work up the crowd into a frenzy. [~ 
+ obj + up): to work the crowd up. b. to prepare; de- 
velop: [~ + up + obj]: to work up a plan. [~ + obj + 
up}: to work a plan up. c. [~ + up + obj] to develop by 
exercise or exertion: to work up a sweat. —Idiom. 32. 
at work, working, as at one’s job: r/m at work between 
nine and five. 33. in the works, in preparation: His new 
book is still in the works. 34. out of work, not em- 
ployed. 

work-a-ble (wûr/kə bal) /'warkobal/ adj. that can be 
made use of; practical or feasible: a workable plan. 

work-a-day (wûr/kə da’) /'warka,dey/ adj. 1. like or fit 
for working days. 2. ordinary; everyday. 

workeacholeic (wir/ka hô/lik, -hol/ik) /,warko'holik, 
-'holik/ n. [count] a person who has a powerful need to 
work. 

work-bench (wirk/bench’) /‘wark,bentJ/ n. [count] a 
sturdy table at which a craftsman or artisan works. 

work-book (wirk/bé6k’) /'‘wark,buk/ n. [count] a book 
for students containing questions, exercises, and prob- 
lems, esp. one in which the student writes. 

work-day (wuirk/da’) /'wark,dey/ n. [count] 1. a day on 
which work, esp. one's job or other paid work for a living, 
is done. 2. the part of a day during which one works. 

work-er (wir/kar) /‘warkor/ n. [count] 1. one that 
works. 2. a laborer or employee. 

workefare (wirk/far’) /‘wark,fear/ n. [noncount] a gov- 
ernment plan under which people who receive welfare 
and can work are required to accept public-service jobs. 

work-horse (wurk/hors’) /‘wark,hors/ n. [count] 1. a 
horse used for heavy labor. 2. a person who works with- 
out tiring. 

working (wir’king) /‘warkin/ n. 1. [noncount] the act 
of one that works. 2. [count] operation; action: the com- 
plicated workings of his mind. —adj. 3. doing or en- 
gaged in work for a living; employed: working men and 
women. 4. related to or organized for conducting work: a 
working lunch. 5. permitting continued work or activity; 
making continued work easy: a working model; a work- 
ing majority. 6. adequate for usual or customary needs: 
a working knowledge of Spanish. 

work:load (wirk/l6d’) /‘wark,lowd/ n. [count] the 
amount of work that a machine, employee, or group of 
employees can or is expected to perform. 

work-eman (wûrk/mən) /'wsrkmən/ n. [count], pi. -men. 
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a man employed or skilled in manual, mechanical, or in- 
dustrial work. 

work-manclike (wûrk/mən lik’) /‘warkmon,layk/ adj. 
well executed; skillful: a workmanlike performance. 

work-man-ship (wiirk’man ship’) /'warkmon,frp/_n. 
[noncount) 1. the art or skill of a workman. 2. the quality 
of work done: Look at the excellent workmanship of this 
desk. 

work-out (wurk/out’) /‘wark,awt/ n. [count] 1. a session 
of practice designed to keep up or improve one’s physi- 
cal ability. 2. any strenuous work or activity. 

workeplace (wiirk/plas’) /'wark,pleys/ n. [count] a place 
of employment. 

work-shop (wiirk’/shop’) /‘wark,fop/ n. [count] 1. a 
room or building in which work, esp. mechanical work, is 
carried on. 2. a seminar or similar meeting designed to 
explore a subject or develop a skill or technique: a work- 
Shop to improve their language skills. 

work station or work-sta-tion (wiirk/sta’shan) 
/wark,steyfon/ n. [count] 1. a work area for one person 
with a computer terminal or microcomputer connected to 
a mainframe, minicomputer, or data-processing network. 
2. a powerful microcomputer used for graphics process- 
ing. 

work-week (wiirk/wék’) /'wark wiyk/ n. [count] the to- 
tal number of working hours or days in a week. 

world (wiirld) /warld/ n. 1. (singular; the + ~) the earth 
when it is considered as a planet: how life developed in 
the world. 2. (count) everything that exists; the universe: 
In a world of three dimensions, time is the fourth dimen- 
sion. 3. [count] a planet; a body in space that is not a 
Star. 4. [singular; the + ~ a particular part or division of 
the earth: the Western world; the ancient world. 5. [sin- 
gular; the + ~) the human race; humanity: feeding the 
whole world. 6. (singular; the + ~) the general public: 
The world worships success atid money. 7. [count] a 
class or group of people with common interests: the liter- 
ary world. 8. [count] an area, sphere, realm, or domain 
of activity or existence: the world of dreams; the world of 
sports. 9. [count] one of the general groupings of physi- 
cal nature: the animat world. 10. Often, worlds. [pluran 
a great deal: [~ + of + plural noun): a world of prob- 
lems. [~ + Of + noncount noun): a world of trouble on 
my mind. Idiom. 11. bring (someone) into the 
world, [bring + obj + into + the + world] a. to give 
birth to; bear. b. to deliver (a baby). 12. come into the 
world, to be born. 13. for (all) the world, a. [with a 
negative word or phrase] for anything, however great; 
under any circumstances; definitely (not): / wouldn't harm 
my Children for alt the world. b. in every respect; pre- 
cisely: He looks for all the world hike his twin brother. 14. 
in the world, a. at all: without a care in the world. b. 
(used to intensify a question): How in the world wilt you 
get home? 15. out of this world, extraordinary; won- 
derful: The dinner was simply out of this world. 16. 
world without end, for all eternity; forever. 

world’-class’, adj. being among or including 
world’s best: a world-class tennis tournament. 

worldely (wirld/lé) /‘warldliy/ adj., -liver, -livest. 1. of or 
concerned with this world rather than heaven, an after- 
life, or spiritual life in general. 2. of or relating to mate- 
rial things: /ost alt their worldly goods in the flood. 3. ex- 
perienced; sophisticated: a worldly diptornat and traveler. 
—world/li-ness, n. [noncount) 

world/ly-wise’, adj. wise as to the affairs of this world. 

world’-wea/ry, adj. weary of the world; not excited or 
interested by things around one; blasé. 

world-wide (wiirld/wid’) /‘warld'wayd/ adj. 1. through- 
out the world: a worldwide oil shortage. —adv. 2. every- 
where in the world: The shortage was felt worldwide. 

worm (wûrm) /w3rm/ n. [count] 1. a long, soft-bodied, 
legless creature without a backbone, as the earthworm. 
2. a low, worthless, contemptible person. 3. worms, 
[noncount; used with a singular verb] a disorder Caused 
by worms that live in the intestines of humans and ani- 
mals and that consume food meant for the person or an- 
imal. —v. [~ + obj] 4. to creep, crawl, or move slowly, 
as into a tight or small space: She wormed herself 
through the tunnel. 5. to attain or gain sneakily or indi- 
rectly: He wormed the secret out of his sister. 6. to free 
(a person or an animal) from intestinal worms. 
—worm’y, adj., -iver, -i-est. 

worn (worn) /worn/ v. 1. pp. of wear. —adj. 2. lessened 
or lowered in value or usefulness because of wear or use: 
an old, worn jacket. 3. exhausted; spent. 
worn/-out’, adj. 1. worn or used beyond repair. 2. 
having no more energy or strength; exhausted. 
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worried (wûr/ēd, wir/-) /‘wariyd, 'war-/ adj. having or 
showing worry; concerned; anxious. 

worrisome (wûr/ē sam, wur/-) /'wariysom, 'war-/ adj. 
1. causing worry: worrisome unemployment. 2. often or 
given to worrying: worrisorne parents. 

worery (wur’é, wur/-) /'wariy, 'war-/ v., -ried, -ry-ing, 
n., pl. -ries. —v. 1. to (cause to) feel or be uneasy or 
anxious: [no obj): He worries about his kids. [~ + obj): 
The high cost of college worries them. [It + ~ + obj + 
that clause}: Ht worries me that you might not pass the 
test. [It + ~ + obj + to + verb): It worries me to think 
of your going hoine alone every night. 2. [~ + obj) to 
subject to persistent attention or scrutiny: He worries the 
problem too much. 3. [~ + obj) (of animals) to seize 
with the teeth and shake or mangle: worrying a bone. 4. 
[~ + obj] to touch or adjust over and over again: worry- 
ing the toose button of his jacket. —n. 5. [noncount] un- 
easiness or anxiety: full of worry. 6. [count] a cause of 
worry: Money is their biggest worry. —wor’river, n. 
[count] —wor/ry-ing-ly, adv. 

worery-wart (wiir’é wort’, wur/-) /'‘wariy,wort, 'war-/ n. 
[count] a person who tends to worry too much. 

worse (wurs) /w3rs/ adj., comparative of bad and ill. 1. 
bad or ill to a greater extent; inferior: Your score is worse 
on this test than on yesterday's. 2. more unfavorable or 
injurious. 3. in poorer health: The patient is worse than 
yesterday. —n. (noncount; usually: the + ~) 4. some- 
thing that is worse: a turn for the worse. —adv. 5. in a 
worse manner: The class betiaved worse than ever just 
when the principat carne in. 6. to a worse degree: / feet 
much worse than yesterday. 

woresen (wurs/an) /'warsan/ v. to (cause to) become 
worse: [no obj): The economy has worsened. [~ + obj]: 
Those measures will worsen the economy. 

wor-ship (wir/ship) /'warfip/ n, v, -shiped or 
-shipped, -ship-ing or -ship-ping. —n. [noncount] 1. 
reverence for God, a sacred personage, or a sacred ob- 
ject. 2. a formal or ceremonious expression of worship: 
to attend worship on Sundays. 3. a feeling of strong, 
adoring reverence or regard: hero worship. —v. 4. to 
give religious worship (to); to do religious worship: [~ + 
obj): to worship God. {no obj]: They worship at church. 
5. [~ + obj] to feel a strong, adoring reverence or re- 
gard for: He worships his wife and children and would do 
anything for them. —wor/ship-er, n. [count]: A coltec- 
tion plate was passed and worshipers gave as much as 
they could. —wor/ship-ful, adj. 

worst (wurst) /w3rst/ adj., superlative of bad and ill. 1. 
bad or ill in the most extreme degree; most faulty or un- 
satisfactory: the worst job I've ever seen. 2. most un- 
pleasant, unattractive, or disagreeable. 3. least efficient 
or skilled: The worst drivers in the country come from 
that state. —n. [noncount; usually: the + ~] 4. some- 
thing that is worst: Prepare for the worst. —adv. 5. in the 
worst manner. 6. in the greatest degree. —v. [~ + obj] 
7. to defeat; beat. —Idiom. 8. at (the) worst, under 
the worst conditions. 9. if worst comes to worst, if the 
very worst happens. 10. in the worst way, very much; 
extremely: He needs praise in the worst way. 

worested (wdds/tid, wiir/stid) /'wustrd, ‘warstid/ n. 
[noncount] 1. wool cloth woven from twisted wool yarn 
or thread. —adj. [before a noun] 2. made up of worsted. 

worth (wûrth) /w3r@/ prep. 1. good or important enough 
to justify: That place is definitely worth visiting. 2. having 
a value of: That vase 1s worth 20 dollars. 3. having prop- 
erty to the value of: They are worth tnillions. —n. [non- 
count) 4. excellence, as of character; merit: a man of 
worth. 5. usefulness or importance, as to the world, to a 
person, or for a purpose: Your worth to the team is un- 
questionable. 6. value, as in money. 7. a quantity of 
something of a specified value: The storekeeper gave 
him 50 cents’ worth of candy. 8. property or possessions; 
wealth. ——Idiom. 9. for all one is worth, to the ut- 
most: She ran for all she was worth. ——Related Words. 
WORTH is an adjective and a noun, WORTHWHILE and wor- 
THY are adjectives: The book is wortt fifty dollars. He is of 
no worth. It was worthwhile work. | am not worthy of your 
love. 

worth-less (wiirth/lis) /w3rðlis/ adj. without worth; hav- 
ing no value: Those promises were worthless. — worth- 
less-ly, adv. —worth/less-ness, n. [noncount) 

worthwhile (wirth/hwil’, -wil/) /'war0'hwayl, -'wayl/ 
adj. worthy of the time, work, trouble, or money spent or 
expended. 

wor-thy (wiir/thé) /'wardiy/ adj., -thi-er, -thi-est, 7., pl. 
-thies. —adj. 1. having merit, character, or value: a wor- 
thy opponent. 2. deserving: an effort worthy of praise. 
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—n. [count] 3. a person of worth. —wor-thiely (wur/- 
the lē) /'wardaliy/ adv. —wor’thi-ness, n. [noncount] 

-worthy, suffix. 1. -worthy is used to form adjectives 
with the meaning “deserving of, fit for’: news + -worthy 
= newsworthy (= fit for the news); trust + -worthy 7 
trustworthy. 2. -wortliy is also used with the meaning 
“capable of travel in or on”: road + -worthy ~ roadwor- 
thy (= capable of traveling on the road); seaworthy. 

would (wood; unstressed wad) /wod; unstressed wad/ 
auxiliary (niodal) verb [~ + root form of a verb] 1. the 
past tense of witt'. 2. (used to express the future when 
a past tense verb appears in a clause before it): He said 
(that) he would go tomorrow. 3. (used in place of will to 
soften a statement or question): Would you be so kind? 
4. (used to express an action that was a habit in the 
past): Years ago, we would take the train every morning. 
5. (used to express the wish or intention of someone): 
Nutritionists would have us all eat whole grains. 6. (used 
to express lack of certainty): /t would appear that he is 
guilty. 7. (used to show that there is a choice or a possi- 
bility or that an action, etc., depends on a condition be- 
ing fulfilled): They would come if they had the fare. 
—Idiom. 8. would like, (used to express one’s desire to 
do something): / would like to go next year. 
would/-be’, adj. [before a nour] wishing or pretending 
to be: a would-be comedian. 

woulden’t (wddd/nt) /'wodnt/ contraction. a shortened 
form of would not. 
wouldst (wdddst) /wudst/ v. Archaic. 2nd pers. sing. past 
of witt'. 
wound! (woond) /wuwnd/ n. [count] 1. an injury, usually 
involving the cutting or tearing of skin or tissue. 2. an in- 
jury or hurt to feelings, emotions, or reputation. —v. [~ 
+ obj) 3. to inflict a wound upon; injure: The next sliot 
wounded himi in the arn. 
wound? (wound) /wawnd/ v. a pt. and pp. of wino?. 
wove (wov) /wowv/ v. a pt. and pp. of WEAVE. 
woeven (w0/van) /'wowvon/ v. a pp. Of WEAVE. 
wow (wou) /waw/ interj. 1. (used to show surprise, won- 
der, or pleasure): Wow, what a beautiful sunset! —v. [~ 
+ obj] 2. to cause an enthusiastic response from; thrill: 
Tlie rock band wowed the audience. —n. [count] 3. an 
extraordinary success. 

WP, an abbreviation of: word processing. 
wpm, an abbreviation of: words per minute. 
wrack (rak) /ræk/ n. [noncount] damage or destruction: 
The empire fell to wrack and ruin. 
wraith (rath) /rey9/ n. [court] a ghost. 
wranegle (rang/gal) /‘rangol/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. 
[no obj] to argue, quarrel, debate, or dispute, esp. noisily 
or angrily: The kids wrangled over who stiould get to sit 
near the window. 2. [~ + obj] to obtain by bothering, 
pestering, or badgering: He wrangled a small raise out of 
the boss, but it was hard work. —n. [count] 3. a noisy or 
angry dispute. —wran/gler, n. (count) 
wrap (rap) /ræp/ v., wrapped or wrapt, wrap-ping, n. 
—v.1.[~ + obj + orvarourid + obj) to enclose or cover 
in something wound or folded about: He wrapped a 
bandage around his finger. 2. [~ + obj] to enclose and 
make fast within a covering, as of paper: She wrapped 
the gifts and put theni under the Christmias tree. 3.[~ + 
obj] to wind or fold (something) around as a covering: fo 
wrap wax paper around tlie leftovers. 4. [~ + obj] to 
surround, envelop, or hide: He wrapped her in his arms. 
5. a. wrap up, [~ + up + obj] to finish work on; con- 
clude: to wrap up doing the tax returns. b. [~ + obj] to 
give a summary of: The announcer wrapped up the day's 
news. c. to wear warm Clothes (on oneself): [ro obj]: Be 
sure to wrap up before you go out in the cold. [~ + obj 
+ np): He wrapped them up in their winter coats. —n. 
[count] 6. something, as a shawl, to be wrapped around 
a person, esp. for warmth. —adj. [before a nour) 7. Also, 
wrapped. wraparound in style: a wrap skirt. —Idiom. 
8. under wraps, /nforiial. secret: They managed to keep 
the project under wraps. 9. wrapped up in, deeply ab- 
sorbed in or devoted to: He's all wrapped up in this latest 
project. 

Wrapea-round (rap’a round’) /'ræpə rawnd’ adj. 1. (of a 
garment) that is made to wrap around the body so that 
one side of the fabric overlaps the other, making for a 
full-length opening. 2. stretching in a curve from the 
front around to the sides: a wraparound windshield. 3. 
including everything or a great deal; all-inclusive; com- 
prehensive: a wraparound insurance plan. —n. [court] 4. 
a wraparound object, garment, etc. 

Wrap-per (rap’ar) /ræpər/ n. [count] 1. one that wraps. 
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2. something in which a thing is wrapped. 3. a loose gar- 
ment, esp. a woman’s bathrobe or negligee. 

wrap-ping (rap/ing) /rxepin/ n. [count] Often, 
wrappings. [plural the covering in which something is 
wrapped. 

wrap/-up’, n. [count] 1. a final report; summary: a 
wrap-up of the latest news stories. 2. the final part; end: 
a wrap-up of the election campaign. 

wrath (rath, rath) /ræ9, ra0/ n. [noncount] fierce anger; 
ire; rage; fury. —wrath/ful, adj. 

wreak (rék) /riyk/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to carry out (damage, 
destruction): The storm wreaked daniage on the whole 
coastline. 2. to inflict: to wreak revenge on them. 

wreath (réth) /riy0/ n. [count], pl. wreaths (réthz, réths) 
/riydz, riy@s/. 1. a circular band, as of flowers, used for 
decoration: /aid a wreath at the hero's tomb. 2. a ringlike 
mass or formation: a wreath of smoke. 

wreathe (réth) /riyo/ v. [~ + obj], wreathed, wreath- 
ing. 1. to make a circle around (something) or decorate 
with or as if with a wreath. 2. to surround or envelop: a 
face wreathed in smiles. 

wreck (rek) /rek/ n. 1. [count] a building, structure, or 
object that has been reduced, destroyed, or greatly dam- 
aged. 2. [noncount) ruin; destruction: te wreck of our 
dreams, 3. [count] a person of ruined physical or mental 
health. —v. [~ + obj) 4. to cause the wreck of: wrecked 
the car. 5. to tear down; demolish: to wreck a building. 

wreck-age (rek/ij) /rekid3/ n. [poncount] 1. the act of 
wrecking or state of being wrecked. 2. the remains of 
something that has been wrecked. 

wreck-er (rek/ar) /'rekor/ n. [count] 1. one that wrecks. 
2. a vehicle equipped to tow wrecked or disabled auto- 
mobiles. 3. a person or business that demolishes and 
removes buildings. 

wren (ren) /ren/ n. [count] a small 
streaked or spotted brown-gray coloring. 

wrench (rench) /rentf/ v. 1. to pull, jerk, move, or force 
with or as with a violent twisting motion: [~ + obj]: He 
wrenched the door open. [no obj): She wrenched away 
and dashed off 2. [~ + obj] to injure (the ankle, knee, 
etc.) by a sudden, violent twist. 3. [~ + obj] to affect 
with a feeling of distress or sharp mental or emotional 
pain: She was wrenclied by the terrible loss. —n. [count] 
4. a sudden, violent twist: a wrench of the ankle. 5. a 
sharp, distressing strain, as to the feelings: Her death 
was a wrench to the family. 6. a tool for gripping and 
turning or twisting a bolt, nut, etc. —wrench/ineg-ly, 
adv.: a wrerichingly sad story. 

wrest (rest) /rest/ v. [~ + obj] 1. to take away by force: 
I wrested the gun away from him. 2. to get by effort: fo 
wrest control of the business away from the stockholders. 
—n. [count] 3. a twist or wrench. 

wrescetle (res’al) /‘resal/ v., -tled, -tling, n. —v. 1. to 
compete (with) in the sport of wrestling: [no obj]: He 
wrestled for his ligh school teanı. [~ + obj]: She wres- 
tled the best opponents in each school. 2. to fight or 
struggle (with) by holding, throwing, or forcing an at- 
tacker to the ground: [~ + obj]: He wrestled the mugger 
to the ground. {no obj): They wrestled until one of them 
fell. 3. [no obj) to struggle (with) in order to overcome, 
figure out, defeat, etc.; contend: He wrestled with the se- 
rious problem. —n. [count] 4. an act or bout of wres- 
tling. —wres/tler, n. [count] 

wres-tling (res/ling) /reslin/ n. [noncount] a sport in 
which two opponents struggle hand to hand in order to 
pin or press each other's shoulders to the mat. 

wretch (rech) /retf/ n. [count] 1. a very unfortunate or 
unhappy person. 2. a contemptible person: That wretch 
deserted his family. 

wretch-ed (rech/id) /'retfid/ adj. 1. very unfortunate; 
worthy of pity because of suffering or misery: that 
wretched man, living on tle street. 2. characterized by or 
causing misery and sorrow: living in wretched conditions. 
3. contemptible: a wretclied thief. 4. worthless; inferior: 
a wretched meal of boiled cabbage. 5. [be + ~] misera- 
ble or unhappy: Sle felt wretched for liaving betrayed 
her friends. —wretch’ed-ly, adv. —wretch/’ed:-ness, n. 
{(noncourit] 

wriggle (rig’al) /rigəl/ v., -gled, -gling, n. —v. 1. to 
twist from one side to the other; squirm: writhe: [no obj): 
The child was wriggling in his seat. [~ + obj): to wriggle 
one’s toes. 2. to move along by twisting and turning the 
body, as a worm: [rio obj): The worm wriggled in the dirt. 
[~ + obj): He wriggled his way through the narrow tun- 
nel. 3. wriggle out of, [~ + out of + obj] to escape 
from or avoid: He tried to wriggle out of doing the work. 
—n. [count] 4. the act or motion of wriggling: a little 
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wriggle of the hips. —wrig’ gler, n. (count) —wrig/gly, 
adj., -gli-er, -gli-est: a wriggly little worm. 

wring (ring) /rin/ v., wrung (rung) /ran/ wring-ing. 1. [~ 
+ obj) to twist with force: The bully wning the boy's arm. 
2. to twist, squeeze, or Compress (something) in order to 
force out (a liquid): [~ (+ out) + obj): to wring (out) the 
wet washcloth; to wring (out) the water from the wet 
washcloth. [~ + obj (+ out)]: to wring the washcloth 
(out); to wring the water (out of) the wet washcloth. 3. {~ 
+ obj + ont of + obj) to force out as if by squeezing: 
They captured the spy and wning the secret password 
out of him. 4. [~ + obj) to hold or clasp tightly, usually 
with a twisting motion: She wning her hands in anguish. 

wring-er (ring’ar) /‘rinor/ n. (count) 1. one that wrings. 
2. a machine or device for squeezing out liquid, as from 
wet clothing. —Idiom. 3. put (someone) through the 
wringer, [put + obj + through + the + Ñ to force 
(someone) to undergo or go through a difficult or ex- 
hausting experience, 

wrinekle (ring/kal) /‘rinkal/ n., v., -kled, -kling. —n. 
[count] 1. a small crease in the skin, as from aging. 2. a 
Slight ridge in a fabric, as from folding. 3. a problem; 
fault: There are stilt a few wrinkles in the plan. 4. a crea- 
tive, new idea: adding some wrinkles to the plan to make 
it unique. —v. 5. to (cause to) become full of wrinkles: 
[no obj): This fabric wrinkles easily. (~ + obj): wrinkled 
his forehead by frowning. —wrin/kly, adj., -kliver, -kli- 
est. 

wrist (rist) /rist/ n. [count] 1. the part of the end of the 
arm where it joins the hand. 2. the joint between the 
forearm and the hand. 

wrist-band (rist/band’) /‘rist,band/ n. [cont] 1. the 
band of a sleeve that covers the wrist. 2. a wristwatch 
Strap that goes around the wrist. 3. a cloth band worn on 
the wrist to absorb perspiration. 

wrist-watch or wrist watch (rist/wach’) /‘rist,watf/ 
n. (comnt) a watch attached to a strap or band worn 
about the wrist. 

writ (rit) /rit/ n. [Connt] a court order directing a person 
to do or not do something. 

write (rit) /rayt/ v., wrote (rot) /rowt/ written (rit/n) 
“ritn/ writing. —v. 1. to form (letters, words, etc.), esp. 
on paper, with a pen or pencil: [~ + obj]: He tearned to 
write his name. (no obj): to learn to read and write. 2. to 
express or communicate in writing, as in an essay: [~ + 
obj). to write a story. [no obj): to write about your per- 
sonal experiences. 3. to communicate with (Someone) by 
(a letter): [~ + obj]: | wrote her about your troubles. {~ 
+ obj + to + obj): She wrote a thank-you note to me. 
[~ + obj + obj): She wrote me a thank-you note. (~ (+ 
obj) + that clause): | wrote (her) that you were having 
some troubles. [~ (+ obj) + to + verb): She wrote (me) 
to say thank you. [no obj): | wrote to her. 4. [~ + obj] to 
fill in the blank spaces of (a printed form) with writing: to 
write a check. 5. to be the author or composer of: [~ + 
obj): He wrote several good books. He wrote the music 
for that movie. {no obj]: He writes for a magazine. 6. [~ 
+ obj] to transfer (data, text, etc.) from computer mem- 
ory to a disk or printer. 7. write down, to set down in 
writing; record; note: [~ + down + obj): He wrote down 
his ideas on scraps of paper. [~ + obj + down): He 
writes his ideas down. 8. write in, a. to vote for (a can- 
didate not listed) by writing his or her name on the bal- 
lot: [~ + in + obj]: to write in the name of the candi- 
date. [~ + obj + in): to write the name in on the ballot. 
b. [no obj] to request something by mail: /f interested, 
please write in for details. 9. write off, a. to cancel (an 
unpaid debt, or a debt that cannot be collected): [~ Wy 
off + obj): to write off a debt. [~ + obj + off}: to write 
the debts off. b. to regard or think of as worthless, failed, 
or of no use; decide to forget: [~ + off + obj): to write 
off a bad experience. [~ + obj + off}: to write it off to 
experience. 10. write out, a. to write in full: la + ont 
+ obj): Write ont the entire sentence. [~ + obj + ont]: 
Write your filt name out. b. [~ + out + obj] to fill out by 
writing in the spaces of (a form): [H write out a check. 
11. write up, to put into writing, esp. in full detail: [~ + 
up + obj): to write up a report of the incident. [~ + obj 
+ up): He knew he had to write it up before he went 
home for the day. —Idiom. 12. nothing (or some- 
thing) to write home about, nothing (or something) 
worth one’s notice. 13. write the book, to be the first or 
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most famous or recognized authority: They practically 
wrote the book on getting along with people. 

write/’-in’, n. [count] a candidate or vote for a candi- 
date not listed on a ballot but must be written in by the 
voter. 

write/-off’, n. [count] 1. something written off, as a 
loss for the purposes of taxes. 2. a person or thing given 
up as hopeless, completely ruined, or useless. 

writ-er (ri/tor) /‘raytor/ n. (count) a person engaged in 
writing, esp. aS an occupation. 

write/-up’, n. (count) a written account, report, or piece 
of writing, as in a newspaper. 

writhe (rith) /rayò/ v., writhed, writh-ing, n. —v. [no 
obj) 1. to twist and turn, as in pain. 2. to suffer greatly: 
The embarrassing disclosures about his past had him 
writhing. —n. (comnt) 3. a twisting of the body. 

writing (rifting) raytrn/ n. 1. [noncount] the act of one 
who writes, or the profession of one who writes books, 
newspaper articles, etc. 2. written matter: [count]: a col- 
lection of her writings. (noncount): a great amount of 
writing. 3. [nonconnt] written form: Put the agreement in 
writing. 4. [noncount]) handwriting. 5. [moncomnt] the 
style, form, or quality of something written: awkward writ- 
ing. 

writ-ten (rit/n) /‘ritn/ v. pp. of WRITE. 

wrong (rong, rong) /ron, ron/ adj. 1. being in error; 
mistaken; not correct: a wrong answer. 2. not agreeing 
with truth or fact; incorrect: Their theory about how the 
universe began was just plain wrong. 3. [be + ~] not in 
agreement with what is morally right; evil; bad: Stealing 
and murder are wrong. (It + be + ~ + to + verb]: It's 
wrong to steal and commit murder. 4. not proper; un- 
Suitable: Those are definitely the wrong shoes for that 
dress. 5. out of order; amiss. —n. [count] 6. something 
improper, immoral, unjust, or harmful: a series of 
wrongs committed against them just because they were 
different. —adv. 7. in a wrong manner: / did it all wrong. 
Did | pronoince your name wrong? —v. [~ + obj] 8. to 
do wrong to; harm. 9. to think badly of (someone) un- 
justly or unfairly. —Idfom. 10. go wrong, [no obj] a. 
to go badly; fail: Everything went wrong with my com- 
puter after | installed that new program. b. to follow an 
undesirable or evil course: Bad friends caused him to go 
wrong. 11. in the wrong, at fault. —wroneg/ly, adv.: 
She was wrongly accused. —wrong/ness, n. [noncount] 

wrone-dorer (rông/dōo/ər, -ddd6’-, rong/-) /‘ron,duwor, 
-'duw-, 'rog-/ n. (count) a person who does wrong, esp. 
a Sinner or a criminal. —wrong/do/ing, n. [noncoint] 

wrongful (rông/fəl, rong/-) /‘ronfol, 'ron-/ adj. 1. not 
just; unfair. 2. not legal; unlawful. —wrone/ful-ély, adv.: 
wrongfully condemned. —wrong/fuleness, n. [non- 
count] 

wrong-head-ed (rông/hed/id, rong’-) /‘ron'hedid, 'ron-/ 
adj. misguided; stubbornly wrong in judgment or opin- 
ion. —wroneg/head/’ed-ly, adv. —wrong’/head’ed-ness, 
n. (noncount] 

wrote (rot) /rowt/ v. pt. of write. 

wrought (rot) /rot/ v. 1. Archaic except in some senses. 
a pt. and pp. of work: What God hath wrought. —adj. 2. 
worked; formed; made or done. 3. shaped by being 
beaten with a hammer. 

wrought’ iron, n. [noncount] a form of iron that is 
easily shaped. —wrought/-i/ron, adj.: wrought-iron 
chairs. 

wrought/-up/’, adj. stirred up; excited. 

wrung (rung) /ran/ v. pt. and pp. of WRING. 

wry (ri) /ray/ adj., wrier, wrist. 1. twisted out of 
shape; contorted; lopsided: a wry grin. 2. bitingly or bit- 
terly ironic Or amusing: a wry tale about the loss of inno- 
cence. —wry/ly, adv. —wry/ness, n. (noncount) 

WSW, an abbreviation of: west-sonthwest. 

wuss (woos) /wos/ n. [count] Slang. a weakling; a wimp. 

WV or W.V., an abbreviation of: West Virginia. 

W.Va., an abbreviation of: West Virginia. 

WY or Wy., an abbreviation of: Wyoming. 

Wyo., an abbreviation of: Wyoming. 

WYSIWYG  wiz/é wig’) /‘wiziy,wig/ adj. of or being a 
computer screen display that shows text exactly as it will 
appear when printed: a WYSIWYG display (the initiats 
stand for “What you see is what you get”) lets you know 
exactly how your document wilt look before you print it. 


X, x (eks) /eks/ n. [count], pl. Xs or X's, xs or x's. the 
24th letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

X, Symbol. 1. (sometimes Lc.) the Roman numeral for 
10. 2. a motion-picture rating applied to films consid- 
ered sexually explicit. Compare G (def. 2), NC-17, PG, 
PG-13, R (def. 4). 

x, Symbol. 1. Math. an unknown quantity or a variable. 
2. (used at the end of letters, telegrams, etc., esp. as one 
of a series, to indicate a kiss.) 3. (used to indicate multi- 
plication) times: 8 X 8 = 64. 4. (used between numbers 
to indicate dimensions) by: 3” x 4” is pronounced or 
read as “three inches by four inches.” 5. a person or 
thing of unknown identity. 

X/ chro’mosome, n. [count] a sex chromosome of 
humans and most mammals that determines femalteness 
when paired with another X chromosome and that occurs 
singly in mates. Compare Y CHROMOSOME. 

xenon (zé/non, zen/on) /‘ziynon, 'zennn/ n. [noncount] 
a heavy, colortess, chemically inactive, gaslike element 
used for filling radio and television tubes. 

xen-o-phosbiea (zen’a fo/be ə, 2€/na-) /,zena'fowbiya, 
ziyno-/ n. [noncount) an unreasonable fear or hatred of 
foreigners or strangers, or a fear of anything foreign or 
strange. —xen/o-pho/bic, adj. 


xerography (zi rog/ra fē) /zi'rngrafty/ n. [noncount] 
a copying process in which areas on a sheet of paper 
corresponding to those on the original are sensitized by 
static electricity and then sprinkled with black or colored 
resin that adheres and is fused to the paper. —xe-ro- 
graphic (zēr/ə grafik) /,zrora'graeftk/ adj. 

Xerrox (zér/oks) /'ziornks/ n. 1. [noncount) Trademark. 
a brand name for a copying machine for reproducing 
printed or written matter or pictures. 2. [count some- 
times: xerox] a copy made on a xerographic copying ma- 
chine. —v. 3. [sometimes: xerox] to print or copy by 
means of a xerographic machine: [~ + obj]: xeroxed the 
whole chapter. {no obj): | spent all morning xeroxing. 

XL, an abbreviation of: 1. extra large. 2. extra long. 

Xmas (kris’mas; often eks’mas) /'krismos; often 
'eksmas/ Christmas. 

x-ray or X-ray (eks/ra’) /‘cks rey/ n., v., x-rayed or X- 
rayed, x-ray-ing or X-ray-ing, adj. —n. [count] Also, x 
ray, X ray. 1. Often, x-rays. [plural radiation having 
wavelengths in the range between ultraviolet radiation 
and gamma rays, which can penetrate solids. 2. a pic- 
ture, a kind of photograph, made by means of x-rays. 
—v. [~ + obj] 3. to photograph, examine, or treat with 
x-rays: The technician x-rayed my knee. —adj. [before a 
noun) 4. of or relating to x-rays: an X-ray machine. 

XS, an abbreviation of: extra small. 

xy-lo-phone (zi/la fon’) /'zayla,fown/ n. [count] a mu- 
sical instrument consisting of a series of wooden bars of 
different sizes, usually played by striking with small 
wooden hammers. —xy/lo-phon/ist, n. [count] See 
-PHON-. 


Y, y (wi) /way/ n. [count], pl. Ys or Y's, ys or y's. the 
25th letter of the English alphabet, a semivowel. 

Y (wi) /way/ n. [count] the Y, Informal. the YMCA, YWCA, 
YMHA, or YWHA. 

-y’, suffix. -y is used to form adjectives with the meaning 
“having, showing, or similar to (the substance or action 
of the word or stem)”: blood + -y 7 bloody; cloud + -y 
~ cloudy; sexy; squeaky. 

-y’, suffix. 1. -y is used to form nouns a. that bring or 
add a meaning of dearness or familiarity to the noun or 
adjective root, as proper names, names of pets, or in 
baby talk: Bill + -y 7 Billy; Susan + -ie 7 Susie; bird + 
-ie 7 birdie; sweetie. b. that are informal, new, or in- 
tended to be new; sometimes these have slightly un- 
pleasant meanings or associations: boondocks ~ boon- 
+ -ies ~ boonies; group + -ie ~ groupie; Okie (a per- 
son from Oklalioma); preemie (= a premature baby); 
rookie. 2. -y is attached to adjectives to form nouns, of- 
ten with the meaning that the noun is an extreme (good 
or bad) example of the adjective or quality: bad + -ie 7 
baddie; big + -ie ~ biggie; toughie; sharpie; sickie; 
whitey. Compare -o. 

-y*, suffix. -y is attached to verbs to form nouns of action, 
and certain other abstract nouns: inquire + -y ~ inquiry; 
in + fame + -y 7 infamy. 

yacht (yot) /ynt/ n. [count] 1. a large sailboat or cabin 
cruiser used for private cruising, racing, or other non- 
commercial purposes. —v. [no obj) 2. to sail or voyage 
in a yacht. —yachts’man, n. [count], pl. -men. 

ya-hoo (ya/hdo, ya/-, yä hoo/) /‘yahuw, 'yey-, ya'huw/ n. 
[count], pl. -hoos. an uncultivated, bad-mannered, boor- 
ish person; a lout. 

yak’ (yak) /yxk/ n. [count] a large, shaggy-haired ox of 
the Tibetan highlands, having long, curved horns. 

yak? or yack (yak) /yxk/ v. [no obj), yakked or 
yacked, yak-king or yack-ing. Slang. to gab; chatter: 
Let's quit yakking and get back to work. 

yam (yam) /yæm/ n. [count] 1. the starchy root of an Af- 
rican climbing vine that resembles a sweet potato and is 
grown as food in warm regions. 2. SWEET POTATO. 

yame-mer (yam/ar) /‘yemar/ Informal. —v. [no obj) 1. to 
whine or complain: yammering about their misfortune. 
2. to talk loudly and continuously: The partygoers yam- 
mered Happily. —n. [noncount] 3. the act or noise of 
yammering. —yam/mer-er, n. [count] 

yang (yang, yang) /yan, yan/ n. See under YIN AND YANG. 

yank (yangk) /yxnk/ v. 1. to pull or tug sharply: [~ + 
obj): Yank the doorknob and step back quickly. [no obj): 
He yanked on the doorknob. 2. [~ + obj] to remove 
quickly and sharply: He was yanked out of school. —n. 
[count] 3. a sharp, sudden, strong pull; jerk. 

Yank (yangk), n. [count], adj. Informal. Yankee. 

Yan-kee (yang’ké) /'yæpnkiy/ n. [count] 1. a native of, or 
a person living in, the United States. 2. a native of, or a 
person living in, New England. 3. a native of, or a person 
living in, a Northern state. 4. a Federal soldier in the Civil 
War. —adj. 5. of, relating to, or characteristic of a Yankee 
or Yankees: Yankee ingenuity. 

yap (yap) /yzp/ v., yapped, yap-pinge, n. —v. [no obj) 1. 
to bark sharply: The dogs yapped. 2. Slang. to talk 
steadily; gab: Quit yapping and get back to work. —n. 3. 
[court] a sharp bark; yelp. 4. Slang. a. [noncount) noisy 
or foolish talk. b. [count] mouth: Keep your yap shut. 

yard! (yard) /yard/ n. [count] 1. a. a unit of measure in 
English-speaking countries, equal to 3 feet or 36 inches 
(0.9144 meter). b. a cubic yard: a yard of topsoil. 
—Idiom. 2. the whole nine yards, /nforrnal. everything 
that can conceivably be included: We bought skis, boots, 
parkas—the whole nine yards. _ 

yard? (yard) /yard/ n. [count] 1. the ground that is im- 
mediately next to, or that surrounds, a house, public 
building, etc. 2. a courtyard. 3. an outdoor enclosure for 
exercise, as by prison inmates. 4. an outdoor space sur- 
rounded by a group of buildings, as on a college cam- 
pus. 5. an outside area or enclosure used for storage or 
assembly, or within which any work or business is carried 
on (often used in combination): a shipyard; a lumber- 

ard. 

Jaime (yar/dij) /'yardıd3/ n. [noncount] measure- 
ment, or the amount measured, in yards; length in yards. 

yard’ goods’, n. [plural] goods, as fabrics or material, 
sold in measures of a yard. 

yardestick (yard/stik’) /‘yard,stik/ n. [count] 1. a stick 
that is a yard long, often marked with smaller divisions, 
used for measuring. 2. any standard of measurement: 
Tests are a yardstick of academic achievement. 

yarn (yarn) /yarn/ n. 1. [noncount) thread made of natu- 


ral or artificial fibers and used for knitting and weaving. 
2. [count] a tale, esp. a long story of adventure, esp. one 
that is hard to believe. 

yaw (y6) /yo/ v. [no obj) 1. to turn or move away tem- 
porarily from a straight course, as a ship, aircraft, or 
spacecraft: The ship yawed to starboard. —n. [count] 2. 
the movement of yawing. 

yawil (yôl) /yol/ n. [count] 1. a ship's small boat, rowed 
by a crew of four or six. 2. a two-masted, rigged sailing 
vessel having a large mainmast and a smaller mast 

yawn (y6n) /yon/ v. 1. [no obj] to open the mouth, usu- 
ally involuntarily, and breathe in deeply, sometimes with 
a sighing sound and a large breath out, often caused by 
drowsiness or boredom. 2. [used with quotations] to say 
with a yawn: ‘7 think I'll go to bed,” he yawned. 3. [no 
obj) to extend or stretch wide, as an open and deep 
Space: Saw tle gap between the mountains yawning wide 
before him. —n. [count] 4. an act or instance of yawning: 
couldn't stile her yawn. 5. Also called yawner. some- 
thing so boring as to make one yawn. 

Y’ chro’/mosome, n. [count] a sex chromosome of 
humans and most mammals that is present only in ma- 
les and is paired with an X chromosome. Compare X 
CHROMOSOME. 

yd., an abbreviation of: yard. 

ye! (yé) /yiy/ pron. 1. Archaic (except in church writing or 
prayers) or Brit. Dialect. a. (used as the plural of THOU, or 
the plural of you): O ye of little faith. b. (used to mean 
you in the singular, esp. in polite address): Do ye not 
know me? c. (used as an object form for you in the sin- 
gular or plural): / have something to tell ye. 2. (used as a 
mild oath or the like): Ye gods and little fishes! 

ye’ (thé; spelling pron. yé) /diy; spelling pron. yiy/ defi- 
nite article. Archaic. tHe': Ye olde taverne. 

yea (ya) /ycy/ adv. 1. (used in stating agreement) yes. 2. 
indeed: Yea, and she did hear. 3. moreover: He was a 
good, yea, a noble man. —n. [count] 4. an affirmative re- 
ply or vote: The yeas have it. 5. a person who votes in 
the affirmative. 

yeah (ya) /yea/ adv., n. [count] Informal. yes. 

year (yér) /yiar/ n. [count] 1. a period of 365 or 366 
days in the Gregorian calendar, divided into 12 calendar 
months, now reckoned as beginning Jan. 1 and ending 
Dec. 31 (calendar year). Compare LEAP YEAR. 2. a pe- 
riod of approximately the same length in other calendars. 
3. a period or space of 12 calendar months counting 
from any point: We expect to finish in a year (from now). 
4. the time in which any planet completes a revolution 
around the sun: the Martian year. 5. a period, usually 
less than 12 months, that is spent in a certain activity or 
the like: the academic year, from August or September 
until May or June. 6. years, [plural] a. age: She's very 
active for her years. b. old age: a man of years. c. time; 
period: the years of hardship. d. an unusually long time: 
We haven't spoken in years. 7. a group of students enter- 
ing school or college, or those graduating in the same 
year; Class. —Idiom. 8. year in and year out, regu- 
larly through the years; continually. Also, year in, year 
out. 

year-book (yér/bd0k’) /'yiar,buk/ n. [count] 1. a book 
published every year, containing information about the 
past year: an encyclopedia yearbook. 2. a book pub- 
lished by the graduating class of a high school or college, 
containing photographs of class members and school ac- 
tivities. 

yearling (yér/ling) /‘yiarlin/ n. [count] 1. an animal in 
its second year. 2. a horse one year old, dating from 
January 1 of the year after the year of foaling. 

yearly (yér/lé) /'yiərliy/ adj., adv, n, pl. -lies. —adj. 
[before a noun] 1. done, occurring, appearing, etc., once 
each year; annual: a yearly report. 2. counted up, fig- 
ured, or determined by the year: yearly investment inter- 
est. 3. relating to a year or to each year. —adv. 4. once 
a year; annually. —n. [count] 5. a publication issued 
once a year. 

yearn (yûrn) /yarn/ v. to have an earnest or strong de- 
sire; long: [~ + for + obj): He yearned for her love. [~ 
+ to + verb): They yearned to return to their village. 
—yearn/ing, n. ([noncount): a heart full of yearning. 
[count]: a strotig yearning for freedom. 
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year/’-round/, adj. (before a noun) 1. continuing, avail- 
able, used, etc., throughout the year: a year-round vaca- 
tion spot. —adv. 2. throughout the year. 

yeast (yést) /yiyst/ m. 1. [count] a small, single-celled 
living thing, a fungus, that reproduces by splitting itself or 
by budding, that is capable of fermenting carbohydrates 
into alcohol and carbon dioxide. 2. [noncount] a form of 
this organism, usually dry powder, used in brewing alco- 
holic beverages, to make bread rise, and as a source of 
vitamins and proteins. 

yeasty (yé/sté) /'yiystiy/ adj., -iver, -est. of, contain- 
ing, or resembling yeast. 

yell (yel) /yel/ v. 1. to cry out; shout: [no obj): kids yell- 
ing in the schoolyard. [~ (+ out) + obj): to yell (ont) in- 
sults. [used with quotations): “Come back here right 
now!" he yelled. —n. (count) 2. a shout. 

yellow (yel/5) /'yelow/ n., adj., -er, -est, v. —n. 1. 
[noncount] a color like that of egg yolk, ripe lemons, 
etc.; the primary color between green and orange. 2. 
[count] something yellow, as the yolk of an eqg. —adj. 3. 
of the color yellow. 4. having a yellowish complexion. 5. 
having a yellowish color: newspapers yellow with age. 6. 
cowardly. 7. (of a newspaper, reporting, etc.) emphasiz- 
ing sensational details, often by distorting or exaggerat- 
ing the facts: yellow journalism. —v. 8. to (cause to) be- 
come yellow: [no obj): The papers yellowed with age. [~ 
+ obj): The years had yellowed the pages of his diary. 
—yel/low-ish, adj. 

yel/low fe/’ver, n. [noncount] a serious, often fatal, in- 
fectious disease of warm climates, causing fever, liver 
damage, and jaundice. 

yellow jack/et, n. [count] a wasp having black and 
bright yellow bands on the body. 

yellow pag/es, n. (count; often: Yellow Pages] a tele- 
phone directory or section of a directory listing names of 
businesses classified according to the type of business or 
service they offer, usually printed on yellow paper: [used 
with a singular verb): The Yellow Pages doesn't seem to 
list that company. [used with a plural verb]: The Yellow 
Pages are on the desk. 

yelp (yelp) /yelp/ v. 1. [no obj] to give a sharp, high- 
pitched cry: All the dogs were yelping. 2. to call or cry 
out sharply: [no obj): He yelped in pain. [used with quo- 
tations): “Ouch!” he yelped. —n. [count] 3. a quick, 
sharp bark or cry. 

Yem-env-ite (yem/a nit’) /'yema,nayt/ also Yem-eerni 
(yem/a ne) /'yemoane/, n. [count] 1. a person born or liv- 
ing in either North Yemen or South Yemen. —adj. 2. of 
or relating to North Yemen or South Yemen. 

yen! (yen) /yen/ n. [count], pl. yen. the unit of money of 
Japan. 

yen? (yen) /yen/ n. [count] a desire; craving: had a yen 
for ice cream. 

yeoman (yo’man) /‘yowmon/ n., pl. -men, adj. —n. 
[count] 1. a naval petty officer whose duties are chiefly 
clerical. 2. Brit. a farmer who cultivates his own land. 3. 
(formerly, in England) a member of a class of people who 
owned and cultivated land, but were ranked below the 
gentry. —adj. 4. of or relating to yeomen. 5. [before a 
noun] performed in a loyal, steadfast manner: did yeo- 
man service in caring for the sick. 

yes (yes) /yes/ adv., n., pl. yes-es. —adv. 1. (used to ex- 
press agreement with, or emphasis on, a previous state- 
ment, or to show willingness to comply with a previous 
request: Do you want that? Yes, | do. Could you bring us 
some water? Yes, in just a minute. 2. (used to express 
disagreement with a negative statement or command): 
You cant do that! Oh yes I can! 3. (used as if it were a 
question, as to express uncertainty, Curiosity, etc.): “Yes?” 
lie said after the police officer called his name. 4. (used, 
usually in a gently questioning way, to express polite in- 
terest or attention, as to invite the other participant in a 
conversation to continue). —. (count) 5. an affirmative 
reply or vote. 

yes’/-man’, n. [count], pi. -men. a person who always 
agrees with superiors, no matter what his or her own 
personal beliefs are. 

yes-ter-day (yes/tar da’, -dé) /‘yestor,dey, -diy/ adv. 1. 
on the day before this day: / got home late yesterday. 2. 
in a previous era: Yesterday your money went further. 
=n. 3. [noncount) the day before this day: in yesterday's 
paper. 4. [count] time in the immediate past: had a lot 
of lappy yesterdays. —adj. [before a noun) 5. belonging 
o relating to the day before or to an immediate past 

Ime. 
yes-ter-year (yes/tar yér’, -yér’) /‘yestor'ytor, -,ytor/ n. 
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[noncount] 1. the recent years; time not long past. 
—adv. 2. during the recent past. 

yet (yet) /yet/ adv. 1. at the present time; now: Are they 
here yet? 2. (used with negative words or phrases, or in 
questions; often with the present perfect tense) up to a 
particular time; thus far; already: They had not yet come. 
Haven't they come yet? 3. in the time remaining; still: 
There is yet time. 4. to the present moment; as previ- 
ously; still: He came this morning, and he is here yet. 5. 
in addition; still; again: The mail brought yet another re- 
ply. 6. (used to add emphasis to an adjective or adverb) 
even; even to a larger extent: We'll have to use yet 
greater strength. 7. nevertheless: The story was strange 
and yet true. —conj. 8. though; still; nevertheless: The 
essay is good, yet it could be improved. —Idiom. 9. as 
yet, so far; until this moment: The mail has not, as yet, 
arrived. —Usage. See STILL. 

yew (yoo) /yuw/ n. 1. [count] an evergreen tree or shrub 
having needles and seeds enclosed in a fleshy pod. 2. 
[noncount) the fine-grained, elastic wood of any of these 
trees. 

yield (yéld) /yiyld/ v. 1. [~ + obj ] to give forth or pro- 
duce by a natural process or after cultivation: to yield 40 
bushels to the acre. 2. [~ + obj) to produce or furnish 
(profit). 3. to give up, as to superior power or authority: 
[~ + obj]: The army yielded the fort to the enemy. [no 
obj): to yield to the enemy. 4. to give over; to give over 
control to: [~ + obj]: I yield the floor to my esteemed 
colleague, the senator from Ohio (= I give up my right to 
speak, in favor of hers). (no obj): I yield to the senator 
from Ohio. 5. [no obj] to give way to force, pressure, 
etc.; collapse: He pushed against the door and it yielded 
slightly. —n. [count] 6. the act of yielding or producing. 
7. the quantity or amount yielded or produced: a low 
yield on crop production. 8. the income produced by a 
financial investment, usually given as a percentage of 
cost: a low yield on tax-exernpt bonds. 

yield-ing (yél’ding) /‘yiyldin/ adj. 1. submissive; giving 
in easily or readily; compliant. 2. tending to give way, 
esp. under pressure; flexible. 3. (of a crop, soil, etc.) pro- 
ducing a yield; productive. 

yin’ and yang’ (yin) /yin/ n. (nonconnt) (in Chinese 
philosophy and religion) two principles, one negative, 
dark, and feminine (yin), and one positive, bright, and 
masculine (yang), whose interaction influences the desti- 
nies of creatures and things. 

yip (yip) /yip/ v., yipped, yip-ping, n. —v. [no obj) 1. to 
bark sharply: The puppy yipped. —n. [count] 2. a sharp 
bark; yelp. 

yip-pee (yip’é) /‘yipiy/ interj. (used to express joy): Yip- 
pee! We won! 

YMCA or Y.M.C.A., an abbreviation of: Young Men's 
Christian Association. 

YMHA or Y.M.H.A., an abbreviation of: Young Men’s 
Hebrew Association. 

yo-del (ydd/I) /‘yowdl/ v., -deled, -del-ing, or (esp. Brit.) 
-delled, -del-ling, n. —v. 1. to sing or call out with fre- 
quent changes from a low chest voice to a high falsetto 
and back again, in the manner of Swiss Alp mountain- 
eers: [no obj): yodeling in the valley. (~ + obj]: yodeling 
some tunes. —n. [count] 2. a song or refrain sung or 
called out in this manner. 3. an act of yodeling. —yo/- 
del-er, n. [count] 

yorga (yō/gə) /‘'yowga/ n. [noncount; sometimes: Yoga] 
1. a system of disciplined physical and mental activities 
done in order to gain control of the body and mind, to 
attain tranquility, etc., esp. a series of postures and 
breathing exercises, sometimes accompanied by medita- 
tion. 2. a school of Hindu philosophy using such a sys- 
tem in order to liberate the self and unify it with the Su- 
preme Being. 

yorgi (yO’gé) /‘yowgiy/ also yorgin (yd/gin) /‘yowgin/ n. 
{court}, pi. -gis also -gins. a person who practices yoga. 

yo-gurt or yoghurt or yoeghourt (yd/’gart) /‘yowg- 
art/ n. [noncount] a tart, custardlike food made from 
milk that has turned thick and sour from the action of 
bacteria. 

yoke (yok) /yowk/ n., v., yoked, yoking. —n. [count] 1. 
a device for joining together a pair of animals, esp. oxen, 
that pull a plow, wagon, etc., usually made of a wooden 
bar set across the animals, with two bow-shaped pieces, 
each enclosing the head of one of the animals. 2. some- 
thing resembling a yoke in form or use. 3. a frame fitting 
a person’s neck and shoulders, for carrying a pair of 
buckets or the like, one at each end. 4. anything that is a 
burden or that causes or symbolizes enslavement, bond- 
age, oppression, subjection, etc.: the yoke of tyranny. 5. 
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something that couples or binds together; a bond or tie. 
—v. [~ + obj} 6. to join with or as if with a yoke; unite. 

yorkel (y0’kal) /‘yowkol/ n. [count] an unsophisticated 
person; country bumpkin. 

yolk (yök, yOlk) /yowk, yowlk/ n. the yellow and princi- 
pal substance of an egg, as distinguished from the white: 
[noncount]: to spill some egg yolk. [count]: to whip the 
yolks together. —yolk’y, adj. 

yon-der (yor/dar) /'ynndar/ adj. [before a noun) 1. be- 
ing in that place or over there: Do you see yonder hut? 
2. being the more distant: the yonder side of the hill. 
—adv. 3. at, in, or to that place; over there: Look yonder! 

yoo-hoo (yd0/hdo’) /'yuw,huw/ interj (used to get 
someone's attention): Yoo-hoo, anybody homme? 

yore (yor, yōr) /yor, yowr/ n. [noncount) time past: 
knights of yore. 

you (yoo; unstressed yoo, ya) /yuw; unstressed yu, yal 
pron., poss. your or yours, obj. you, pl. you; n., pl. 
yous. —pron. 1. the pronoun of the second person sin- 
gular or plural (used as the singular or plural pronoun of 
the person or persons being spoken to, as the subject of 
a verb, or the object of a verb or preposition): You are 
the highest bidder. | sent it to you. 2. one; anyone; peo- 
ple in general: a tiny anitnal you can't even see. 3. (re- 
peated for emphasis after the subject): You rascal, you! 
4. (used in place of the pronoun your before a gerund or 
present participle): There's no sense in you getting upset. 
=n. 5. [noncount] something or someone Closely identi- 
fied with or resembling the person addressed: That 
bright red shirt just isn't you (= It doesn't fit with your 
personality). 6. [count] the nature or character of the 
person addressed: After our exercise program, your 
friends will see a new you! 

young (yung) /yan/ adj., young-er (yung’gar) /'yangor/ 
young-est (yung/gist) /‘yangist/ n. —adj. 1. being in the 
first or early stage of life, growth, or development: two 
young Children; a young science. 2. having the appear- 
ance, freshness, vigor, Or other qualities of youth: / feel 
young again! 3. [before a noun) of or relating to youth: / 
was idealistic in ny younger days. —n. (plural; used with 
a plural verb] 4. [the + ~] young persons. 5. young off- 
spring: a mother hen protecting her young. —Idiom. 6. 
with young, (of an animal) pregnant. —young/ish, adj. 

young’ blood’, n. (noncount) youthful people, or the 
fresh new ideas, practices, etc., that they may bring to an 
activity or enterprise. 

young:ster (yung/ster) /‘yagstor/ n. [count] 1. a child. 
2. a young person. 

your (yoor, yor, yOr; unstressed yar) /yur, yor, yowr; un- 
Stressed yar/ pron. 1. the form of the pronoun you that 
is used to mean possessed or Owned by you; of or relat- 
ing to you; belonging to you, and is used before a noun: 
I like your idea. The library is on your left. 2. (used to in- 
dicate all members of a group, occupation, etc., or things 
in a general way): some, any, or one: It's just your aver- 
age weekday. 

you're (ydor; unstressed yar) /yur; unstressed yar/ con- 
traction. a shortened form of your are. 

yours (yoorz, yOrz, yorz) /yorz, yorz, yowrz/ pron. the 
form of the pronoun you that is used to mean possessed 
or owned by you; of or relating to you; belonging to you, 
and is not used immediately before a noun: Which cup is 
yours? Yours was the first face I recognized. 

your-self (ydor self”, yOr-, yOr-, yar-) /yor'self, yor-, 
yowr-, yor-/ pron., pl. -selves (-selvz’) /-'selvz/. 1. a 
form of the pronoun you, a reflexive pronoun, used to 
show that the subject of the sentence and this pronoun, 
the direct or indirect object of a verb or object of a prep- 
osition, refer to the same person: Did you ever ask your- 
self, “Why?"; You can think for yourself. 2. (used to give 
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emphasis to the word you): / have here a letter that you 
yourself wrote. 3. (used in place of you in certain con- 
structions): a sinall gift for your mother and yourself. 4. 
your usual, normal, or customary self: Youll soon be 
yourself again. 5. oneself: The surest way is to do it 
yourself, 

yours’ tru/ly, 1. (used at the end of a letter): Yours 
truly, Jolin Doe. —pron. 2. |; myself; me: And, of course, 
yours truly will be playing the trombone. 

youth (yooth) /yuw0/ n., pl. youths (for def. 5 yooths, 
yoothz) / for def. 5 yuw0s, yuwdz/. 1. [noncourt] the 
condition of being young; the appearance, freshness, 
vigor, spirit, etc., that young people have. 2. [nonconnt] 
the time of being young; early life. 3. [noncount) the pe- 
riod of life from puberty to adulthood; adolescence. 4. 
[the + ~] young persons thought of as a group: the 
youth of today. 5. [count] a young person, esp. a young 
man. 

youthful (yooth/fal) /yuw0fal/ adj. 1. having youth; 
young. 2. of, relating to, or suggesting youth or its vital- 
ity: youthful enthusiasin. —youth/ful-ly, adv. —youth/’- 
fulness, n. [noncount] 

yowl (youl) /yawl/ v. [no obj) 1. to make a long, dis- 
tressful cry, as an animal or a person does; howl. —n. 
[count] 2. a yowling cry; a howl. 

yo-yo (y0’yo) /‘yowyow/ n., pl. -yos, v., -yoed, -yo-ing. 
—n. [count] 1. a spoollike toy that is spun out and reeled 
in by means of an attached string that loops around the 
player's finger. 2. something that changes rapidly or that 
moves up and down, esp. suddenly or over and over 
again. 3. Slang. a stupid, foolish, or incompetent person. 
—v. [no obj] 4. to move up and down or back and forth; 
vacillate. 

yr., an abbreviation of: 1. year. 2. your. 

yrs., an abbreviation of: 1. years. 2. yours. 

yttrium (i/tré am) /‘itriyom/ n. [noncourt) a rare me- 
tallic element. 

yuc-ca (yuk/a) /'yako/ n. [count], pl. -cas. a plant of the 
Americas of the agave family, having rigid, sword-shaped 
leaves and white flowers in a dense cluster. 

yuck! (yuk) /yak/ interj. Slang. (used to express disgust): 
Oh, yuck, the pond is slimy. 

yuck? (yuk) /yak/ n., v. Slang. Yuk. 

yuckey (yuk/é) /'yakiy/ adj., -iver, -ivest. Slang. very un- 
appetizing or disgusting: a yucky mess. 

Yu-gorsla-viean (yd0’go sla’vé an) /,yuwgow'slaviyon/ 
adj. 1. of or relating to Yugoslavia. —n. [count] 2. a per- 
son born or living in Yugoslavia. 

yuk or yuck (yuk) /yak/ n., v, yukked or yucked, yuk- 
king or yuck-ing. Slang. —n. [Count] 1. a loud laugh. 2. 
a joke or occasion Causing such a laugh. —v. [~ + obj] 
3. to laugh or joke: yukking it up. 

yule (yool) /yuwl/ n. [noncount] Christmas. 

yule-tide (ydol’tid’) /‘yuwl,tayd/ n. [noncount] 
Christmas season. 

yummy (yume) /'yamiy/ adj., -mi-er, -mi-est. very 
pleasing to the senses, esp. to the taste; delicious. 

yup (yup) /yap/ adv., n. [const] Informal. yes. 

yup-pie or yup-py (yup/é) /'yapiy/ n. (count; some- 
times: Yuppie, Yuppy). pl. -pies. a young, ambitious, ed- 
ucated city dweller who has a professional career and a 
prosperous lifestyle: Young urban professionals came to 
be called yuppies. 
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YWCA or Y.W.C.A., an abbreviation of: Young 
Women’s Christian Association. 
YWHA or Y.W.H.A., an abbreviation of: Young 
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Z, z (zē) /ziy/ n. (count), pl. Zs or Z's, Zs or z's. the 26th 
letter of the English alphabet, a consonant. 

Za-ireiean (24 ēr/ē an) /za'ioriyon/ adj. 1. of or relating 
to Zaire. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in Zaire. 
Zame>biean (zam/bē ən) /'zæmbiyən/ adj. 1. of or relat- 
ing to Zambia. —n. [count] 2. a person born or living in 

Zambia. 

zany (zā/nē) /'zeyniy/ adj., -niver, -nivest. very silly; ab- 
surdly comical: a zany comedian. —za/ni-ness, n. [non- 
count] 

Zap (zap) /zicp/ v., zapped, zap-ping, n. Informal. —v. 1. 
[~ + obj] to attack, defeat, destroy, or kill with sudden 
speed and force: to zap the enemy. 2. [~ + obj) to 
bombard with electrical current, radiation, laser beams, 
gunfire, etc.: to zap the control circuit. 3. [~ + obj) to 
strike suddenly and forcefully. 4. [~ + obj] to skip over 
or delete (TV commercials), as by switching channels or 
fast-forwarding a VCR. 5. [no obj) to move quickly, force- 
fully, or destructively. —n. [count] 6. a jolt or charge, as 
of electricity. 7. a forceful and sudden blow. 

zeal (zél) /ziy!/ n. [poncount] strong feeling, enthusiasm, 
or desire for a person, Cause, or object; ardor. 

zeal-ot (zel’at) /'zelat/ u. [count] 1. a person who shows 
zeal. 2. a person who shows too much zeal; a fanatic. 

zeal-ous (zel’as) /'zelos/ adj. full of, showing, or caused 
by zeal. —zeal/ous-ly, adv. 

ze-bra (zé/bra) /‘ziybra/ n. [count], pl. -bras, (esp. when 
thought of as a group) -bra. 1. a horselike African mam- 
imal having a special pattern of black or dark brown 
stripes on a whitish background. 2. Siang. a football offi- 
cial, who usually wears a black-and-white-striped shirt. 

ze-bu (zé/bydo, -bdd) /'ziybyuw, -buw/ n. [count], pl. 
-bus. a kind of cattle of India having a large hump over 
the shoulders. 

Zen (zen) /zen/ n. [noncount] 1. a movement of Bud- 
dhism, introduced into China in the 6th century a.D. and 
into Japan in the 12th century, that emphasizes learning 
by means of meditation and direct, intuitive insights. 2. 
the discipline and practice of this sect. 

zeenith (zé/nith) /'ziyni8/ n. [count] 1. the point in the 
sky directly above a given position or observer. 2. the 
highest point or state; peak: the zenith of his Career. 

zepheyr (zef/ar) /'zefar/ n. [count] a gentle breeze. 

zep-perlin (zep’a lin) /'zepalin/ n. [count] [often: Zep- 
pelin] a large, rigid airship consisting of a long, rounded, 
covered framework, with a compartment that hangs from 
it holding the engines, passengers, etc. 

zero (zér/6) /'ziorow/ n., pl. -ros, -roes, v., -roed, -ro° 
ing, adj. —n. 1. (count) the figure or symbol 0, which 
stands for the absence of quantity or amount; a cipher. 
2. [noncount] a beginning point on a scale from which 
values are measured, aS On a temperature scale: twelve 
degrees below zero. 3. (noncount] naught; nothing: | 
had gained zero after alt that hard work. —v. 4. zero in 
on, [~ + in + on + obj) a. to aim directly at: to zero in 
on a target. b. to direct one’s attention to; focus on: f ze- 
roed in on finishing niy work before the deadline. c. to 
converge on: The squadron of planes zeroed in on the 
aircraft carrier. —adj. (before a noun) 5. amounting to 
zero. 6. having no measurable amount; not any: zero 
visibility. 

ze’/ro popula’tion growth’, n. (noncount) a condi- 
tion in which the population is kept at a constant level by 
a balance between the number of births and deaths. 

zest (zest) /zest/ n. hearty enjoyment; gusto: [noncount): 
full of zest. (count; usually singular): a zest for life. 
—zest/ful, adj. —zest’y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

zigzag (zig’zaq’) /'z1g,zxg/ n., adj., adv., v., -zagged, 
-zag'ging. —. (count) 1. a line or course having sharp 
turns first to one side and then to the other. 2. one of a 
series of such turns, as in a line or path. —adj. 3. mov- 
ing or formed in a zigzag: zigzag stitches. —adv. 4. in a 
zigzag manner. —v. 5. to (cause to) be in a zigzag direc- 
tion, form, or course; move in a zigzag direction: [~ + 
obj): to zigzag the ships so as to avoid torpedoes. [no 
obj): to zigzag to the right and then the ten. 
zilch (zilch) /ziltf/ n. (noncourt) Slang. zero; nothing. 
zillion (zil’yan) /'zilyon/ n. [count], pi -lions, (as after a 
numeral) -lion, Informal. an extremely large number or 
amount that is not made definite: a ziHion thanks. 
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Zim-bab-weean (zim bab/wa an, -wé-) /zim'babweyon, 
-wiy-/ adj. 1. of or relating to Zimbabwe. —n. [count] 2. 
a person born or living in Zimbabwe. 

Zine (zingk) /zink/ n. [noncount] a bluish-white metallic 
element, used in making galvanized iron, brass, and 
other materials and as an element in voltaic cells. 

zinc’ ox/ide, n. [noncount] a white powder, used as a 
coloring agent and in cosmetics, dental cement, 
matches, printing inks, and glass, and in medicine for 
treatment of skin conditions. 

zing (zing) /z1p/ n. 1. [count] a sharp, whining noise, as 
of a bullet passing through the air. 2. [noncount] liveli- 
ness, vitality, or zest: Try to put some zing into your per- 
formance. —v. 3. to (cause to) move or proceed with a 
sharp singing or whining noise: [no obj): Bullets went 
zinging through the air. [~ + obj): zinged an arrow at 
the target. 4. [~ + obj) to criticize in a clever or pointed 
manner. —zing/y, adj., -i-er, -i-est. 

zing-er (zing/ər) /'zinor/ n. [count] 1. a quick, clever, or 
sharp remark or answer. 2. something that surprises or 
shocks, as a piece of news. 

zinnia (zin’é ə) /'ziniyo/ n. [count], pl. -nikas. a plant 
having dense, colorful flower heads. 

zip! (zip) /zip/ n., v., zipped, zipping. —n. 1. [count] a 
sudden, brief hissing sound, as of a bullet. 2. [noncount) 
energy; vim: That boring book needs some zip. —v. 3 
[no obj] to move with a sudden, brief hissing sound: Bul- 
lets zipped through the air. 4. [no obj] to move with 
speed: The car zipped ahead. 5. [~ + obj] to transport 
with speed: The driver zipped us home. 

zip? (zip) /zip/ v., zipped, zip-ping, n. —v. 1. to (cause 
to) be fastened or unfastened with a zipper: [~ (+ up) 
+ obj): He zipped (up) his jacket. [~ + obj (+ up)): He 
zipped his jacket (up). [no obj): The jacket wont zip up. 
2. to close or open (a zipper): [no obj): The zipper won't 
zip. [~ + obj): trying to zip the zipper. —n. [count] 3. 
Chiefly Brit. a zipper. 

ZIP’ code’, n. [count] a numerical code of five or nine 
digits written or printed directly after the address on a 
piece of mail to specify the addressee’s postal delivery 
area in the U.S. 

zipper (zip’er) /‘zipar/ n. [count] 1. a device for fasten- 
ing clothing, luggage, etc., consisting of two parallel 
tracks of teeth or coils that can be interlocked or sepa- 
rated by the pulling of a slide between them. 2. a person 
or thing that zips. —v. 3. zip’. 

zippy (zip’é) /‘zipiy/ adj., -pi-er, -pi-est. full of energy. 

zit (zit) /zit/ n. [count] Slang. a pimple; skin blemish. 

zith-er (zith’er, zith’-) /'z10ar, 'z10-/ n. [count] a musical 
instrument, a flat box with numerous strings stretched 
over it, that is placed on a horizontal surface and played 
with a plectrum and the fingertips. 

zo-dieac (z0/dé ak’) /'zowdiy,wk/ n. [count] a diagram 
representing the apparent paths of the sun, moon, and 
certain planets through certain constellations or signs. 
—zo-di-a-cal (z5 di’a kal) /zow'dayakal/ adj. 

zomebie (zon/bé) /'zombiy/ n. [count] 1. (in voodoo) a. 
the body of a dead person that is magically filled with 
what seems to be life and set to perform tasks as a mute 
slave without free will. b. a living person that is made a 
slave in the same manner after the soul has been magi- 
cally removed. 2. a person whose behavior or responses 
are slow, mechanical, or without feeling; automaton. 3. a 
drink made with fruit juice, sugar, and several kinds of 
rum. 

zone (zōn) /zown/ n., v., zoned, zon-ing. —n. [count] 1. 
an area that differs in some respect, or is distinguished 
for some purpose, from nearby areas, or within which 
certain special circumstances exist or are established: a 
work zone; a danger zone. 2. any of five great divisions 
of the earth’s surface, bounded by lines parallel to the 
equator and named according to the temperature that is 
common there: the temperate zone; the torrid zone. 3.a 
specific district, area, etc., within which a uniform charge 
is made for transportation or some other service. 4. an 
area or district in a city or town that has special rules or 
restrictions as to the type of buildings that may be built 
within it: a business zone; a historic zone. 5. TIME ZONE. 
6. a particular portion of a football field or other playing 
area: a defensive zone. —v. 7. [~ + obj] to divide into 
zones. 8. [~ + obj) to divide (a city or town) into zones 
in order to establish and enforce building restrictions: a 
neighbortiood zoned for two-family liouses. 9. zone out, 
{10 obj) Slang. to become sleepy or inattentive. 
—zon/al, adj. —zoned, adj. 

zonked (zongkt, zOngkt) /zonkt, zonkt/ adj. [usually: be 
+ Ņ Slang. 1. affected by or as if by alcohol or drugs; 
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high. 2. exhausted or asleep: He was zonked after his 
long day. 

ZOO (Z00) /zuw/ n. [count], pi. zoos. 1. Also called zoo- 
logical garden. a parktike area in which live animals are 
kept in Cages or large, closed-off areas so that the public 
can view them. 2. a place, activity, or group marked by 
chaos or uncontrolled behavior: Her classroom) had be- 
come a zoo. See -zZ00-. 

-Z00-, rool. -zoo- comes from Greek, where it has the 
meaning “animal; living being.” This meaning is found in 
such words as: Zoo, ZOOLOGY. 

Zo-ol-o-gy (26 ol/a jé) /zow'nlad3iy/ n. [noncount) the 
scientific study of animals, including their characteristics, 
body structures, development, classification, etc. —zo-oe 
log-iecal (20/9 loj/i kal) /,zowa'lnd3ikal/ adj. —zo-ol/- 
o-gist, n. [count] See -z00-. 

Zoom (zoom) /Zuwm/ v. 1. to move quickly or suddenly 
with a loud humming or buzzing sound: [no obj]: The 


Zoo to zwieback 


plane zoomed across the sky. (~ + obj): He zoomed the 
car ahead. 2. [no obj] to move or go rapidly: He zoomed 
ahead of the others. 3. (no obj] to increase or rise sud- 
denly and sharply: Prices zoomed. 4. zoom in (on), to 
bring into closeup by using a zoom lens: [no obj]: 
zoomed in for a closeup. [~ + in (+ on) + obj): to 
zoom in on the subject. —n. [count] 5. the act or proc- 
ess of zooming. 6. a zooming sound. 7. ZOOM LENS. 

zoom’ lens’, n. [count] (in a camera or motion-picture 
projector) a lens that can be continuously adjusted so as 
to provide many different degrees of magnification with 
no loss of focus. 

zuc-chieni (200 kē/nē) /zuw'kiyniy/ m. [count], pl. -ni, 
-nis. a Cucumber-shaped squash having a smooth, dark 
green skin. 

zwie-back (zwi/bak’, -bak’, zwé/-) /'zway, bik, -,bok, 
'7wiy-/ n. [noncount] a usually sweetened egg bread that 
is baked, sliced, and dried, then toasted until crisp. 


Irregular Verbs 


ROOT FORM 


arise 
awake 
be 
bear 
beat 
become 
begin 
bend 
bereave 
beseech 
bet 

bid 
bind 
bite 
bleed 
blow 
break 
breed 
bring 


broadcast 


build 
burn 
burst 
buy 
cast 
catch 
choose 
cling 
clothe 
come 
cost 
creep 
cut 
deal 
dig 
dive 
do 
draw 
dream 
drink 
drive 
dwell 
eat 
fall 
feed 
feel 
fight 
find 
flee 


PAST TENSE 


arose 

awoke, awaked 
was 

bore 

beat 

became 

began 

bent 
bereaved, bereft 
besought, beseeched 
bet, betted 
bade, bid 
bound 

bit 

bled 

blew 

broke 

bred 

brought 
broadcast, broadcasted 
built 

burned, burnt 
burst 

bought 

cast 

caught 

chose 

clung 

clothed, clad 
came 

cost 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived, dove 
did 

drew 

dream, dreamt 
drank 

drove 

dwelt, dwelled 
ate 

fell 

fed 

felt 

fought 

found 

fled 


PAST PARTICIPLE 


arisen 

awoke, awaked, awoken 
been 

borne 

beaten, beat 
become 

begun 

bent 

bereaved, bereft 
besought, beseeched 
bet, betted 
bidden, bid 
bound 

bitten 

bled 

blown 

broken 

bred 

brought 
broadcast, broadcasted 
built 

burned, burnt 
burst 

bought 

cast 

caught 

chosen 

clung 

clothed, clad 
come 

cost 

crept 

cut 

dealt 

dug 

dived 

done 

drawn 

dreamed, dreamt 
drunk 

driven 

dwelt, dwelled 
eaten 

fallen 

fed 

felt 

fought 

found 

fled 


861 


Irregular Verbs 


ROOT FORM PAST TENSE PAST PARTICIPLE 
fling flung flung 

fly flew flown 

forget forgot forgotten 
forgive forgave forgiven 
forsake forsook forsaken 
freeze froze forzen 

get got gotten 

give gave given 

go went gone 

grind ground ground 

grow grew grown 

hang hung, hanged hung, hanged 
have had had 

hear heard heard 

hide hid hidden, hid 
hit hit hit 

hold held held 

hurt hurt hurt 

keep kept kept 

kneel knelt, kneeled knelt, kneeled 
know knew known 

lay laid laid 

lead led led 

leap leaped, leapt leaped, leapt 
leave left left 

lend lent lent 

let let let 

lie lay lain 

light lighted, lit lighted, lit 
lose lost lost 

make made made 

mean meant meant 

meet met met 

mistake mistook mistaken 
misunderstand misunderstood misunderstood 
outdo outdid outdone 
overcome overcame overcome 
overdo overdid overdone 
overhear overheard overheard 
overrun overran overrun 
oversee oversaw overseen 
oversleep overslept overslept 
overtake overtook overtaken 
overthrow overthrew overthrown 
partake partook partaken 

pay paid paid 

prove proved proved, proven 
put put put 

rad read read 

relay relayed relayed 

rend rent rent 

rid rid, ridded rid, ridded 
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Irregular Verbs 


PAST PARTICIPLE 


— Á 


ROOT FORM PAST TENSE 
ride rode 

ring rang 

rise rose 

run ran 

say said 

see saw 

seek sought 

sell sold 

send sent 

set set 

sew sewed 

shake shook 

shave shaved 

shed shed 

shine shone 

shoot shot 

show showed 
shrink shrank, shrunk 
shut shut 

sing sang 

sink sank, sunk 
sit sat 

slay slew 

sleep slept 

slide slid 

sling slung 

slink slunk 

slit slit 

smell smelled, smelt 
smite smote 

SOW sowed 

speak spoke 

speed sped, speeded 
spend spent 

spill spilled, spilt 
spin spun 

spit spit, spat 
split split 

spoil spoiled, spoilt 
spread spread 

spring sprang, sprung 
stand stood 

steal stole 

stick stuck 

sting stung 

stink stank, stunk 
stride strode 

strike struck 

string strung 

strive strove, strived 
swear swore 

sweep swept 


swell swelled 


ridden 

rung 

risen 

run 

said 

seen 

sought 

sold 

sent 

set 

sewn, sewed 
shaken 
shaved, shaven 
shed 

shone 

shot 

shown, showed 
shrunk, shrunken 
shut 

sung 

sunk, sunken 
sat 

slain 

slept 

slid 

slung 

slunk 

slit 

smelt 

smitten, smit, smote 
sown, sowed 
spoken 

sped, speeded 
spent 

spilled, spilt 
spun 

spit, spat 

split 

spoiled, spoilt 
spread 

sprung 

stood 

stolen 

stuck 

stung 

stunk 

stridden 
struck, stricken 
strung 

striven, strived 
sworn 

swept 

swollen, swelled 


Irregular Verbs 


ROOT FORM 


swim 
swing 
take 
teach 
tear 

tell 

think 
thrive 
throw 
thrust 
tread 
undergo 
understand 
undertake 
undo 
unwind 
uphold 
upset 
wake 
wear 
weave 
wed 

wet 

win 

wind 
withdraw 
withhold 
withstand 
wring 
write 


PAST TENSE 


swam 
swung 

took 

taught 

tore 

told 

thought 
thrived, throve 
threw 

thrust 

trod 
underwent 
understood 
undertook 
undid 
unwound 
upheld 

upset 

waked, woke 
wore 

wove, weaved 
wedded, wed 
wet, wetted 
won 

wound 
withdrew 
withheld 
withstood 
wrung 

wrote 


PAST PARTICIPLE 


swum 
swung 

taken 

taught 

torn 

told 

thought 
thrived, thriven 
thrown 

thrust 
trodden, trod 
undergone 
understood 
undertaken 
undone 
unwound 
upheld 

upset 

waked, woken 
worn 

woven, wove 
wedded, wed 
wet, wetted 
won 

wound 
withdrawn 
withheld 
withstood 
wrung 

written 
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Nouns with Irregular or 


Alternate Plurals 


SINGULAR PLURAL ALTERNATE PLURAL 
addendum addenda 

adieu adieus adieux 

alga algae 

alto altos 

alumna alumnae 

alumnus alumni 

analysis analyses 

antelope antelopes antelope 
antenna antennas antennae 
apex apexes apices 
appendix appendixes appendices 
aquarium aquariums aquaria 


archipelago 
attorney general 
automaton 
axis 
bacillus 
bacterium 
banjo 

basis 
brother-in-law 
buffalo 
bureau 
cactus 

calf 

cargo 

cello 
chamois 
chassis 
cherub 
child 

codex 
commando 
concerto 
contralto 
corpus 
court-martial 
crisis 
criterion 
datum 

deer 
diagnosis 
dwarf 
dynamo 

elf 

embryo 


archipelagos 
attorneys general 
automatons 
axes 

bacilli 
bacteria 
banjoes 
bases 
brothers-in-law 
buffalos 
bureaus 
cacti 

calves 
cargoes 
cellos 
chamois 
chassis 
cherubs 
children 
codices 
commandos 
concertos 
contraltos 
corpora 
courts-martial 
crises 
criteria 

data 

deer 
diagnoses 
dwarfs 
dynamos 
elves 
embryos 


archipelagoes 
attorney generals 
automata 


banjos 


buffaloes 
bureaux 
cactuses 
cargos 
chamoix 
cherubim 
commandoes 


concerti 


corpuses 
court-martials 


dwarves 
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SINGULAR PLURAL ALTERNATE PLURAL 
epoch epochs 

father-in-law fathers-in-law 

faux pas faux pas 

fish fish fishes 
flounder flounder flounders 
focus focuses foci 

foot feet 

formula formulas formulae 
fungus fungi funguses 
ganglion ganglia ganglions 
genesis geneses 

genus genera genuses 
goose geese 

half halves 

halo halos haloes 
herring herrings herring 
hippopotamus hippopotamuses hippopotami 
hoof hoofs hooves 
hypothesis hypotheses 

index indexes indices 
isthmus isthmuses isthmi 
kibbutz kibbutzim 

kilo kilos 

knife knives 

lady-in-waiting ladies-in-waiting 

larva larvae 

leaf leaves 

libretto librettos libretti 
life lives 

loaf loaves 

locus loci 

louse lice 

man men 

manservant manservants 

matrix matrices matrixes 
medium mediums media 
memorandum memorandums memoranda 
monarch monarchs 

money monies 

moose moose 

moratorium moratoria moratoriums 
mosquito mosquitoes mosquitos 
mother-in-law mothers-in-law 

motto mottoes mottos 
mouse mice 

nebula nebulae nebulas 
nemesis nemeses 

nucleus nuclei nucleuses 
oasis oases 

octopus octopuses octopi 
offspring offspring 


Nouns with Irregular or Alternate Plurals 
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Nouns with Irregular or Alternate Plurals 


SINGULAR PLURAL ALTERNATE PLURAL 
ovum ova 

Ox oxen 

parenthesis parentheses 

passerby passersby 

patois patois 

phenomenon phenomena phenomenons 
photo photos 

piano pianos 

piccolo piccolos 

plateau plateaus plateaux 
portmanteau portmanteaus portmanteaux 
potato potatoes 

quarto quartos 

quiz quizzes 

radius radii radiuses 
reindeer reindeer reindeers 
scarf scarfs scarves 
self selves 

seraph seraphs seraphim 
series series 

sheaf sheaves 

sheep sheep 

shelf shelves 

silo silos 

sister-in-law sisters-in-law 

solo solos 

soprano sopranos 

stand-by stand-bys 

stimulus stimuli 

stratum Strata stratums 
stylus styli styluses 
Swiss Swiss 

syllabus syllabuses syllabi 
symposium symposiums symposia 
synopsis synopses 

tableau tableaux tableaus 
tango tangos 

tempo tempos tempi 
terminus termini terminuses 
thesis theses 

thief thieves 

tobacco tobaccos tobaccoes 
tomato tomatoes 

tooth teeth 

tornado tornadoes tornados 
trousseau trousseaux trousseaus 
trout trout trouts 
ultimatum ultimatums ultimata 
vertebra vertebrae vertebras 
virtuoso virtuosos virtuosi 
volcano volcanoes volcanos 
vortex vortexes vortices 


Nouns with Irregular or Alternate Plurals 868 
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SINGULAR PLURAL ALTERNATE PLURAL 
iit, to T ee ee ee 
wharf wharves wharfs 

wife wives 

wolf wolves 

woman women 

zero zeros zeroes 


randomhousewebst00Odalg 


randomhousewebst00dalg 
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GRAMMAR CODE 


[count] 


[noncount] 


[noncount] 
...[count] 


[plural] 
[singular] 


[the + ~] 


[~ + obj] 
[~+ obj 
+ obj] 

[no obj] 


[~ + prep. 
+ obj] 


[~+ to+ 
verb] 


[~ + clause] 


[~+ obj + 
prep.] OR 


[~ + prep. 
+ obj] 


[not: be + 
~-ing] 


[~ + verb- 
ing] 


[before a 
noun] 


[be + ~] 


EXPLANATION 


This is a count noun; it can be counted and 
has a plural. 


This noun does not have a plural. 


Some English nouns are both countable and 
uncountable, depending on their use. 


This noun is only used in the plural. 
This noun is only used in the singular. 


This noun is used with the word the before 
it. When adjectives are used as nouns they 
generally take the before them. 


This is a transitive verb. It is followed by an 
object, usually a noun or pronoun. 


This verb is followed by an indirect object 
and then a direct object. 
This is an intransitive verb. It is not 
followed by an object. 


This verb is followed by a prepositional 
phrase consisting of a preposition and its 
object. The grammar code will specify the 
correct or appropriate preposition. 


This verb is followed by the word to and 
then by another verb in its infinitive form. 


This verb is followed by a clause. In clauses 
beginning with the word that, this word can 
be left out if it is shown in parentheses. 


For some phrasal verbs that take an object, 
the object can either follow the verb or 
follow the preposition or adverb. For other 
phrasal verbs, the object must follow the 
preposition or adverb. A pronoun object 
must follow the verb. 


This verb is not used in the progressive 
tense; that is, it cannot appear in the -ing 
form following a form of the verb be. 


This verb is followed by another verb in the 
-ing form. 


This adjective (or noun used like an adjec- 
tive) must come before the noun it refers to; 
it cannot appear after a form of the verb be. 


This adjective must follow a form of the 
verb be and cannot appear before the noun 
it refers to. 


EXAMPLES 


homework assignments; an assignment 
as ambassador to France. 


much laughter; some information. 
(noncount): Despite the truce, enmity 
remains between the two countries. (count): 
tribal enmities that go back hundreds of 
years. 

The entrails are removed before cooking. 
She found herself in a sorry plight. 

He was always trying to steal the limelight. 
Here's the latest from our news bureau. 
She erased the pencil marks. The best 


students were selected for admission. 


He told me his name. 
His hopes evaporated. 


The passengers embarked on the ship at 
noon. They embarked on a business 
venture. 


He chose to leave early. 


We all supposed that he had finished the 
work. 


We hired a babysitter to look after the 
kids. | looked over your term paper. 
| looked it over. 


Gandhi abhorred violence all his life. (not: 
Gandhi was abhorring violence all his life.) 
| hate exercising. 


an emollient lotion; imitation leather. 


You are liable for the damage. If you jump, 
you are liable to hurt yourself. 
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